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REPORT

E ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA.

-

MOGHAL ARCHITECTURE OF FATHPUR-SIKRI.

CHAPTEL L
RAJATI BIR BAL'S HOUSE.

Tue largest and the finest of the domestic buildings in Fafhpur Sikri
setting aside the palatial residence known as JOdh BAai's palace, is Bir Bal's
house. According to tradition Bir Bal erected it for his daughter, and from au
inseription upon the capital of a carved pilaster on the west fagade it appears to have
been built in A.D. 1571,

Before deseribing the house it may be as well to say a little about Bir Bal
and to relate who he was and how it came about that a Hindd was allowed to
build in the midst of & group of Muhammadan palaces, and within call of the
Emperor's own apartments. We learn from Bloclmann’s notes on the 30th chapter
of the Ain-i-Akbari} which deals with the grandees of the empire, that * he was a
Briliman of the name of Mahesh Dis, and was a Bha!, or minstrel, a class of men
whom the Persians eall sddfaroshi—dealers in encomiums. e was very poor. but
clear-headed and remarkable for his power of apprehension. According to Badioni,
he came soon after Akbar's accession from Kilpi to court, where his lou-mofs in a
short time made Lim a general favourite, Iis Iindii verses also were much liked,
anil Akbar conforred on him the title of Kab R, or (Hindtt) Poet Laureate,® and had
him constantly near himself,

 Tn the 18th year Rijah Jaid Chand of Nagarkdt, who was at court, happened to
displease the Emperor and was imprisoned. Nagarkdt was given to Kub Rii as jigir.
He also received the fitle of Rijali Bir Bar, But Jaid Chand's son, Budh Chand (or
Budhi Chand or Badi Chand—the Mss. differ) shut himself up in Nagarkdt, and
Husain Quli Khan was ordered to conguer it. The invasion of Ibrihim Iusain
Mirzd forced Husain Qull to raise the siege, and Bir Bar, in all probability, did not
get this jagir. He secompanied Akbar on his forced march to Patan sud Almiadibid.
24th Rabi IT, 981,

U dimi-Abbard, 30, H. Blookmann's Transiation, page 404.

¥ Tuat na JodiR Jii, Hindd court petrologer. The (Pemsian) Foet Laureate (Faisi) had the title ol Nalik sk Shid'ard,
or* Eing of Poole
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*“ He was often employed in missions; Thus in the 21st vear ho was sent with
Rai Lon Karan to Diingarphr, the Rii of which town was anxious to send his danghter
to Akbar’s harem. In the 28th year, again, Bir Bay and Zain Kokah conducted
Rijal Ram Chand to court.

** Bir Bar spent his time chiefly at court. Tn the 84th year Zain Khin Kokah
marched against the Yisufzals in Bijor and Sawid; and o5 ha had to ask for reinforce-
ments, Bir Bay was sent there, together with Hakim Abul Fath. Tt is said that
Albar determined by lot whether Abulfazl or Bir Bay should go, and the lot fell on
the latter, much against Akbar's wish,

“Tn this campaign Bir Bar and nearly 8,000 Imporialists wero killed during
the retreat, the severest defeat which Akbar's army ever suffered.” * = =

The following passages from Badioni are of interest:—“ Among the silly
lies—they border on absurdities—which during this year (993) were spread over the
country, was the rumour that Bir Bar, the accursed, was still alive, though in reality
hie had then for some time been burning in the seventh hell. Tho Hindis, by whom
His Majesty is surrounded, saw low sad and sorry he was for Bir Bar's loss, and
invented the story that Bir Bar had been seen in the hills of Nagarkit, walking about
with Jogis and Bannisis. His Majesty believed the rumour, thinking that Bir By
was ashomed fo come to court on aceount of the defeat which he had suffered at the
hands of the Yosufzais; and it was, besides, quite probable that he should have heen
seen with Jogis, inasmuch as he had never cared for the world. An Ahadi was there-
fore sent to Nagarkdf fo enquire into the truth of the rumour, when it was proved
that the whole story was an absurdity, =

*Soon after His Majesty received a report that Bir Bar had been seen at
Kalinjar (which was the jdgic of this dog), and the collector of the district stafed that
o Darber had recognised Lim by certain marks on hig body, which the man had dis-
tinetly scen when one day Bir Bay had engaged him to rab his body with oil; from
that time, however, Bir Bar had concealed himself. His Majesty then ordered the
barber to come to court: and the Hindi Krori (collector) got liold of some poar
innocent traveller, charged him with murder, and kept him in concealment, giving
out that he was Bir Bay. The (Krorl) could of course send no barber to court: he
therefore killed the poor traveller to avoid deteetion, and reported that it was Bir
Bar in reality, but he hiad since died. His Majesty went sctually through a second
mourning ; but he ordered the Krori and several others o cometo court; They wers
same time tortured as a punishment for not having informed 1is Majesty before, and
the Krori had, moreover, to pay a heavy fine,

* Bir Bay was as much renowned for his liberality as for his musical skill and
poetical talent.  Tlis short verses, bon-mots, and jokes are still in the mouths of the
people of Hinddstin,

*The hatred which Baiddoni, Shahbiz Khiin (No. 80), and other pious Muslims

showed towards Bir Bap arcse from the belief that Bir Bar had influenced Akhar to
abjuro Telfm,

“Bir Bar's eldest son, Lila, is mentioned below among the commanders of Two
hundred. He was a spendthrift; and as e got no promotion, and his property
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wos gquandered away, he resigned court life and turncd fagir in order to live free
and independent (end of 46th year),"

From the key plan of the city (Plate 1) facing the title-page, it will be seen that
Bir Bal's house stands near ihe nortli-west corner of Jodh Bal's palace and in close
proximity to the royal stables. From this circumstance it has heen surmised by
some that Bir Bar was also Master of the Horse as well as Prime Minister. The
house was screened off from the stables by a high stone wall and a range of out-
offices of similar desizn to & smali defached gabled building still standing a few paces
to the north-west of the house, and which from a rudely ent inseription on one of
the square piers on ifs south side we learn was used as a private hospital. Like all
the buildings throughout the eity the house is constructed of red sandstone, It
stands upon a spacious platform of concrete carried on pillars and flat arches of
rongh masonry, which reminds one of the pile onstruction so commonly used in
building in Iolland, The north side of the house overlooks o steep rondway leading
down to and beneath the TAthi PélorElephant Gate; theKaravin Sardi
and the Iliran Mindr: whilst the west looks on fo an expanse of low-lying
fields, which in Akbar's time were covered by a lske,

From the illustrations shiown ou Plates Iz and IT it will be seen to be a double-
storeyed building, It consists of four rooms, each 16'-0" square, and two entrance
porches on the ground floor, 164" hy 8'-6" (Plate II1); and two square chambers on
the upper floor placed cornerwise and covered by domes (Plate IV).

Access is gained to the upper storey by two exceptionally steep and narrow
staircnses, one on tlie south-west and the other on the north-east corner of the build-
ing which land on the roofs—flat ones—aof the single-storeyed rooms below. At one
time the outer sides of these roofs were partially enclosed by screens, and they were
in nill likeliliood used Ly the lndies of the harem as promenades. That they were thus
enclosed is evident from s high storey post still standing on the parapet of the roof
over the north-east ground floor chamber which formed a part of one of the screens.
'The walls of the upper rooms are very thick and massive, but are thinned out at regu-
lar intervals by deep recesses, which form quitea characteristic feature of the Moghal
style of nrchitecture, Of the recesses we shall speak later on. From the exterior
walls of the upper chambers, pretty bay windows, supported on brackets (Plate V),
project. Upon these the fair occupmnts of the rooms could recline and, when tired of

ing at the earved stone walls of their zanina, rest their eyes upon the green mendow
land helow, hounded by the rippling waters of the lake, npen which the royal or
princely barge, with its merry, laughing, and brilliantly clad passengers glided, as it
passed to and from the shores of the low undulating hills beyond, dotted here and
there with White domes surmotnting the tombs of faithful followers of Islim.

The building is raised from the ground on a plinth (Plates 11 and VIj, and is
approached by small flights of steps in front of the doorways. A detail of the plinth
ss shown on Plate VIL. from which it will be seen to be panelled and finished off by
three mouldings along the top. The central member is pretiily carved by raised
leayes looped together along the fop by & marrow band. At the corners of the
plinth are very effective octagonal balusters. Returning sgain to the elovation
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(Plates II and VI), we see that both the exterior and interior walls are minutely and
elaborately carved, and to such an extent that they attract the attention of even the
most casual observer. *“It would seem,” says Mr. Keene in speaking of them, “as if
a Chinese ivory worker had been employed upon a COyclopean monument. The
language of Victor Hugo is very applicable to this house: *Everywhere was magni-
ficence at once refined and stupendous: if it was not the most diminutive of palaces, it
was the most gigantic of jewel cases.” ! TFergusson also enlogizes the carving of this
and the Turkish Sultina's house, and savs * they are the richest and most character-
istic of all the buildings here (Fathpur Sikrl): they are small, but it is impossible to
conceive anything so pictaresque in outline, or any building carved and ornamented
to such an extent, without the smallest approach to being overdone orin had taste,"?

Speaking generally, the design of one fagade is like the other, hut the detail on
the western front is more carefully executed and is in a hetter stata of preserva-
tion than on the others. It is on this side that the date of the erection of the build-
ing is recorded.

The entrance porches (see ground plan, Plate ITI) are seen in elevation on
the left and right hand sides of Plate II and in section on Plate VI, whilst explana-
tory details are shown on Plates VIIL, IX, and X. They are covered by a double
roof, and in order to obfain sn imposing elevation the outer one has been made
considerably higher than the inner. From the section through the porch (Plate 1X)
it will also be seen that the intervening space between the two, a distance of some
§'-07, is hollow.. This is not apparent from the outside, and one is apt to think, on
comparing the exterior with the interior, that the porch is ceiled with a solid roof.
The interior walls are divided into three bays by richly carved pilasters surmounted
by fantastic-shaped brackets placed horizontally to the capitals, and which meet
above deep wall recesses, enclosed by borders earved in unison with the pilasters,
placed midway between each of the piers. An ornamented dado occupies the
space between the floor snd the hotfom of the recesses, but the rest of the wall is
left plain with the exception of the entrance jambs (seen to the right of the draw-
ing). which are elaborately chiselled with geometrical devices. The ceiling is richly
carved, and is detailed on Plate X. The pattern upon it is a goometrical one and
made up chiefly of ruised octagons: upon a ground studded with leaf rosettes. The
sides of the octagons are splayed and project about half an inch from the ground.
The eoruice is cyma reols moulded and enriched by leaf ornament. The ceiling is
ong of the best and most effective within Fathpur Stkri, and would look equally well
carved in wood or moulded in plaster as it does in stone. Tn keeping with the
interior, the exterior walls of the porch (Plate VIII) are also broken up into bays
hy pilasters, but into five instead of three. In every other instance throughout the
house the extarior piers are ranged opposite those on the interior walls, but with the
porches the case is different. The two outer bays are made the same size; the
next two also balance, but are bigger than the outer ones; whereas the middie bay is
one by itself, and is Iarger than either of the others. Between esch bay is an arched

rocess, somo 12 deep, and like those on the insido of the poreh they are enclosed by
b Tunalbied € Agrw, A1 G, Keone, hoge 05

* Forgusau, Hisdory of Swifias Arohitcotwre, pago 175
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broad ohlong borders, carved with various floral designs, They stand upon moulded
sills; three or four inches in thickness, which continue through the wall and serve as
bond or througlh-stones fo the masonry. From the bottom of the sill down to the
sur-plinth the ashlaring is of one slab of stone, and like the interior wall it is wrought
into a panelled and carved dado. The drawing shows how beauntifully the pilasters
are carved. Upon each pilaster are three panels enclosed within florid seroll carved
borders. The upperand lower panels are alike in design, but the middle one is varied.
The central panel of the end pier. on the right of the drawing, is exceptionally well
carved with a beautiful open scroll, reminding one somewhat of the serolls found
upon lata Celtic work. The top and bottom panels an the corresponding pier, on the
left of the plate, are almost as well executed, but with quite & different design, and
one which, although notf the same in every respect, is closely allied to the central
panel of the fourth pior from the left side of the drawing,

Instead of the bracketing used above the piers on the inside of the porch, an
enriched arched arcade has been infroduced. The arches are all stilted and the
spandril pieces above are delicately carved wilh serolls, woven round lotus paters
in the middle. In the tympana below are small shiclds carved with leaves. Sur-
mounting the areade is 4 deep drip-stone or eave supported on handsome massive
brackets springing from the fronts of the caps of the pilasters, and which appear
in elevation on the drawing. Over the drip-stone is a rich frieze, detailed on Plate
XLIV. The roof is of cement, but finished off along the top by a stone ridge, leaf-
carved and surmounted at the ends by moulded circular finials.

Reverting aguin to its construction, we find a similar contrivance has been
resorted to in forming the domes over two upper rooms. This is apparent from
the section through the building given on Plate VI, which shows the elevation of
one of the domes and the section of the other, and the outer shell in juxtapesition
with the inner. Had this deviee not been resorted to, we shonld have had one of two
things : either s very lofty room out of proportion to its dimensions, or & very squat
and ugly external dome, which wonld entirely have spoilt the appearance of the
facade. By adopting this mode of construction these evils were avoided, and at the
same time, o some extent, additional coolness was securad to the room, which ina
hot country like India is a thing of paramount importance.

On plan the upper rooms are square. although ceiled by domes. In order to
accom plish this, stone lintels, supported on massive brackets (see Plates XI, XII, and
XIIT), have been placed scross the upper corners of the room, thus altering the
square into an octagonal shape. Across the angles of the octagon other stones
have been placed, and by so doing & dram of sixteen gides has been produced, and
upon this the cupols rests. The ecupola is circular on plan, but of a flattened
segmentil-like section. Interiorly the eupola is divided into sixteen panels by raised
flat ribs, springing from a slightly-moulded cornice capping the drum, and which
terminate upon a very effective and well tarved key-stone boss in the crown of the
dome. The face of the drum is carved with a raised repeating pattern of trefoil
outline upon a ground of leaf ornamentation. A detail of this is shown on Plate
X1V, from which it will be seen that the raised ribs are of V section and channelled

2
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on top. The channelling of the top of the ribs is rather & peculiar feature and one
seldom met with, although it is seen sometimes in the geometrical tracery upon the
walls and the jili screens in the windows and elsewhere. Outlside, the dome is of
cement, but the drum is of stone and girdled by a coarsely moulded string course,
surmounted by a deep ornamental band in blue and red colour, whilst the face of the
string course is lined with white and red horizontal bands. A detail of this is given in
Fig. 1, Plate XLVIIL. The same plate affords an illustration of the parapet around
the top of the building. The coping is flat and unweathered, and along the bottom
of the parapet is a plainly moulded string course. The interspace is embellished
with a pointed arcading raised an inch from the ground, and its ends are stepped out
at the bottom after the form of a Greek oross, The ground is carved beneath the
merilon of the embattloments with leaves, friangularly disposed, and finished off at
the top like a fleur-de-lis.

The lower rooms (Plates XV and XVI) are ceiled in a different way from the
upper ones, by fat slabs of stone, extending in one unbroken piece from wall to
well, a distance of 16'-0" and varying from 2'-1" to 1'-3" in width. The ends of the
slabs are supported on a bold and beautifully—carved cornice, forming the upper part
of a unique and rich entablature—consisting of a row of deeply arched pendentives,
springing from the sides of seroll-carved buttresses projecting st right angles from the
walls upon corbels, terminating in pretty and enrviched bell-shaped pendants. Details
of the entablature are shown in Plate XVIL. This should be compared with Plate
XVIII, which is an elevation of the enfire south side of the south-east ground floor
room. From the design of the room one is almost inelined to think that the
architect had some knowledge of The Orders, and wns influenced by them in matur-
ing his plans. This is more particularly apparent from the way the pilasters have
been introduced round the walls, although no canon has been strictly conformed
with in working out their proportions, The relation of the diameter of the shaft to
its height more closaly approaches tlie proportions laid down for the Tusean Order,
being about seven and & half diameters in height measured from the bhottom of the
base to tha top of the eapital, Each side of the chamber is divided into three bays
by pilasters, and in each instance there is u doorway in the central bay, whilst in the
others are rocesses. These are set back from the face of the wall some 12" and are
seen in section as well as in elevation on the drawing, which also shows 8 full view
of the entablature round the upper part of the room. Over the exterior doors, of
which there are two to cach room, as well as two interior doors leading from one
chamber into another, is a pierced stone fan-light screen. Some of {hese during
recent years (the house haviog been turned into a Visitors' bungalow) have much,
to the detriment of the room, been backed by unsighily slabs of stone. In the
apertures beneath the fan-light were doors, probably of stone, which, as will be seen
from the drawing, were swung on stone sockets and tenons. Thoy are now filled in
by modern wooden doors. A section through one of the pendentives of the entablature
is seen o the side of Plate XVII, snd a half plan is given just above it. The upper
member of the cornice resembles a oyma-reverss in general contour, and is carved
with o shell-like ornament ending off in verfical leaf ends, The lower member is more
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of n cavetfo in form and is richly cut with bold incised leavesin high relief. Below
it is a deep band of pretty floral seroll earving, raised about & quarter of an inch from
the surface, which permeates down the huttress-like pisces hetween tho pendentives.
The architrave below is of like contour to the cornice, and is also similazly carved,
with the addition that the flat member above the cavetio is also enriched.

The style of the carving upon the wall, which, as we saw, ealled forsn the
admiration of Fergusson, is detailed on Plate XIX, which shows an entire bay of the
past side of the north-west room. The bay is enclosed between two well proportioned
pilasters resting on bases similarly carved fo those shown on Plate XX, and crowned
Dby equally elaborate caps of like detail to those given on Plate XXI. Midway
between the two pilasters is a deep oblong-shaped niche or recess slosed at the top
by a pretty four-centred stilted arcl, carved on the front with cuspings springing
from mouldeqd semi-pendants on each side of the opening. The spandrils over the
arch are slightly recessed and are carved in the middle by small patere enclosed by
a plain narrow border, which becomes wider as it (esconds and stops on the bottom
of & richly carved frame 6' in width, and projected an inch in advance of the face of
the wall surrounding the whole niche. This frame staunds over a moulded and facet-
carved sill, and the wall between it and floor is richly carved with geometrical and
floral patterns similar in design to those detailed on Plates XXTV, XXV, XXVL

The shafts of the pilasters enclosing the bays project 0" from the face of the
wall, and along the angles they are quirk moulded. Each is divided info three panels,
delicately and minucely chiselled with geomefrical designs surrounded by floral
borders. They are crowned by massive brackets, eut out of solid pieces of stoue pro-
jecting 6" from the face of the wall and extending in one unbroken piece from the
under side of the lintels over tha doorways down to the caps of the pilasters. They
are stepped out in three tiers and in shape resemble those supporting the breast-sum-
mers of the verandah round the Turkish Sultina's house. Beneath the upper
and lower tiers are circular leaf-carved pendants terminating in twisted knobs and
crowned by square capitals; that beneath the lower tier is bulbous in form. whilst
that under the upper is bell-shaped and twisted, The middle fier is bracketed
out, and its peculiar outline (see drawing) forms one of the characteristic features of
the Moghal style of architecture as seen at Fathpir-8ikri. It is sore than probable
that an elephant's head with an upturced trunk served as the original model from
- which it was copied, The caps of the pilastars are cut out of one piece of stone. the
shafts of another, and the bases form a third stone. Tho dotails of their mouldings
are given to a large scale on the lefl hand side of the drawing,

The designs upon the masonry below thoe recesses in the walls, befween the
pilasters, vary considerably, and typical speeimens aro detailed on Plates XXIV,
XXV, and XXVL whilst Plates XXTT and XXITT present dotails of the recesses them-
selves. In each case there is a emall oblong pancl of earving in the eentre, hounded
by a small tooth-carved border, and beyond ihis is n field of intrieate. geometrical
ornamentation. raised from one-eighth ta a quarfer of an inch above the gronud,
Enclosing the field is anotlier tooth-carved horder, and this in ifs turn is confined by
s broader band caryed with arepeating intorlacing leaf seroll.  The pancl shown on
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Fig. 1, Plate XXIV, is from the north-west ground floor room, and the design upon
it is of Arahinn origin, Fig, 2 of Plate XXIV is from the same room. But here the
treatmant of the outer border is varied, and the eentral panel is of quite a differ-
ent design and is tivin-sister to that shown on Fig. 1, Plate XXVIL taken from the
north-east ground floor room, The panels shown on Plate XXV, Fig. 1, and Plate
XXVL Tig. 1, are both of geometricnl and more rigid design than thase given in
either of the foregoing illustrations. The Iatter (Fig. 1, Plate XXVI) is the more
pleasing of the two, and the backgronnd is studded with small rosettes. One of the
prettiest wall panels in the house is shown on Plate XXV, Fig. 2. The centre
is-dolicately carved with an arsbesque pattern, free in design and conception, and
is enclosed by 8 narrow footh-carved horder, bounded by a field of intrieate geome-
trical earving, Arabisn in feeling. This is edged by another tooth-carved border,
surronnded by a brosder one, seroll and leaf-ornamented, The leaves grow out of
the meanders and unite over the diverging lines of the scroll, upon the sides of the
border, and nicely fiTl up the ground.

Plate XXVIII shows a detail of the pilasters forming the angle-jambs of the
door openings. between the north-east and north-west ground floor rooms, and should
‘be studied along with Plate XIX. The large brackets shown above the pilasters on
that drawing in side elevation appear bere in front elevation. To support the
breast-summer carrying the wall above the opening a couple of hrackets have been
placed close together over pach of the pilasters, Linking the tops of the pilasters
together is a string-band of the same depth as the capital and similarly carved, The
bottoms are also connected by a plinth along the top similarly moulded as the bases
and ornamented in the centre with a semi-rosette,

The next drawing (Plate XXIX) is a detail of a pilaster on the west side of
the doorway leading from thé nortli-esst into the north-west lower room. The
ornament upon it is elosely allied to that shown on the preceding plate, and the base
is carved afier the style of others with & semi-rosetie at the bottom, resting upon
8 plinth. Al the corners are carved angle-ears terminating at the top in semi Seur-
de-lis, Emerging from the middle of the mouldings along the top of the base is &
raised and undulating hand of seroll carving, which encircles the semi-rosette shove
the plinth and dies away into the carved ears at the corners. The face of the pilaster
i enrichd hf throg {]hll.l-llg panels surronnded hj’ scroll borders. Both the tﬁp and
bottom panels are filled in with interlacing chain-like carving, and the middle one
is ornamented with a bicarre design, Both the upper and lower portions of the
shaft are ehiselled with a couple of narrow lozenge bands separated by a plain one
inseribed in the ease of the bottom band wilh the sculptor’s mame, The capital is
richly carved; but from the drawing it will be observed how careless fhe stone

oms were in finishing off their work. They appear to have paid little regard to
the fundsmental rules of their eraff, and whether the bed of a stone was truly worked
or not, little they cared. A4 a result, one often fnds, as in the present instance, that
the masonry is all askew, and that the perpendicular lines are not at right angles
to the horizontal ones. Tha capital of the pilaster projects 13* from fhe faco of a
bracket bebween it and the door lintel above. Like the brackets shown on Plate XIX,
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these are cut out of one piece of stone and stepped into three tiers edged on the cuter
gide with bead, reel, and leaf carving, The face is enriched with raised ornament in
the form of quatre-foils and leaves. The leaves fall upon and conveal the interseot-
ing points of the foils, and are united by narrow stems. bent into the shape of
lozenges.

Dividing the bracket into two main paris is a flal perpendicular space, the
width of the pilaster and the height of the bracket, relieved from Dbareness by the
introduction of & rich and beaufifully-cut cireular sunk leaf paternin two fiers.
Cirqumseribing the inner tier is & narrow border of minute bead carving, bebween
two narvow uncarved bands. The outer fier is similarly hounded and is enclosed
by a sunk square panel, the corners of which are filled in with crisply cut
leaves. The halfl of the bracket on the left hand side of the pilaster lalinces with a
similar one on the opposite side of the doorway, nnd these two combined form a very
uncommon doorhead. The full effect of the trestmeni can be studied from Plate
XXX, which shows the upper part of the door leading from the north-east to the
north-west ground floor room. In outline the brackets coincide with those about
which we have just been speaking; but the carving is varied, and not so well executed.
The serolls are badly formed and carelessly drawn, and some of the horizontal lines
in other parts of the brackets are not at right angles to the perpendiculars, This is
also noticeable in the horizontal bands upon the top of the shafts of the pilasters,
between which and the necking of the eapital there is gquite & wedge-shaped pioee.
In keeping with the other parts, these pilssters are ornamented with geometrical
panels enclosed by scroll-carved borders, The faces of the brackets above ihe
capitals of the piers are carved like those shown on Plate XXIX with paters, hut
a noticeable difference will be observed in the designs. The centre piece ia larger,
though of similar design, but it is surrounded by a broad border of honeysuckle-
like leaves spirally arranged and enclosed within a rectangular frame, the corners
of which are earved with trilobate leaves, The depth of the carving and the contours
of the mouldings are shown by hatched sectional lines upon the drawing. Upon the
abacus of each capital, the mason who wrought it has left us his name, and from the
circumstance that it is eut in Hindi characters the inference is that lie was a Iindi.

Plate XXXT exhibits a couple of charmingly carved pilasters from the soutli-
west lower room. In each are three panels enclosed by borders, in the ong case
scroll-carved after an Arabinn pattern dervived probshiy from a Toman modiel, and
in the other by & creeper pattern. In both mstances the central panel is filled with
conventivnal leaf carving. The designs, however, are unlike: in one case the fendrils
are curled round to form cight intertwined serolls arranged in two perpondicular rows
of four o each row; whilst in the other instance the leaves radiafe from the points of
a small octagon in the centre of the panel and form seni-octagons nt the top and the
botiom ends, enclosed within & raised border of semicireles, circularly grouped round
the outer ends of the Ieaves. The upperand lower panels are of geometrical paticins,
The patterns npon the left hand piloster are decidedly Arabian in feeling and coincide
with one another, as do those on the opposite pier. Thess lalter are very effective,
and the design is often met with on old Indian earved doors, It consists of a star and

3
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dinper pattern. The stars are sunk, studded with minute rosettes, and are formed ont
of the sides of raised crosses of a St. Andrew’s shape, with pointed ends, ranged in
diagonal rows aeross the face of the panel.  The variety of the designs enriching the
pilasters throughout the house is marvellous, and shows their designers were not only
possessed of fertile imaginations, but that they were thoroughly an fait with geometry
and the principles of Arabian art, and thet, like the Moors and Arabs, believed
in one of the first laws in Archilecture, viz., * fo decorate construction, never fo
construct the decoration.”

Plates XX XTI, XXXTI#, and XXXIIT show some of the patterns upon the pilas-
tersin detail. Fig. 3, Plate XXXTla, s a beantiful spiral scroll from one of the inter-
nal pilhsters on the north wall of the norfhern porch (Plate IX), and reminds one
somewhat of Celtic ornamentation of a late period, when the ends of the scrolls ter-
minated in heads, tails, and limbs of grotesqueanimals. Buf instead of such termin-
ations the spirals finish off in leal ends and A1l up an sngular space between tha side
of the panel and the outer twist of the spiral. Figs. 1, 2, Plate XXXIIa, Fig, 2,
Plate XXXTI, and Fig. 1 of Plate XXXIII exhibif more designs, in which conven-
tional leaf foliage frevly intermingles wilh a raised fretwork pattern permesting
throughout the pamel in foiled bands, raised sbout one-eighth to one fourth of
an inch ahove the surface and very slightly in advance of the foliage. In some
instances the bands are quite flat and in others they are of a channelled section.
The peculiar shape of the leaves should be noficed, and the way they sre carved where
they re-enter (he ingide curve of the spiral stem, A girong family resemblance to
Saracenic carving is traceable. The panel shown on Fig. 2, Plate XXXII, is parti-
cularly pleasing, and might advantageously be ecopied in brass, copper, silver, gold,
and would look well worked up as finger plates, stamped leather book covers, tops of
boxes, &c. The panel No, 1, Plate XXXII, and panels Nos. 2 and 3, Plate XXXIIT.
ghow & more rigid style of ornamentation, being composed of straight lines worked
into geometrical forms, instead of curved ones. Both Figs. 2 and 3, Plate XXXIIT, are
rather unconumon, and, thongh simple, are very effective. The pattern on Fig. 3, from
the north-east ground foor room, is also found upon the interior walls of the upper
room on the south-east corner of the house, which we see from Plates XXXIV, XXXV,
are a8 richly decorated as those upon the ground floor. The latter plate is a draw-
ing of a portion of tho west wall of the morth-west chamber, and shows that the
upper walls, like the lower ones, are cut up by recesses. They are arched at the top,
snd divided into two compartments by a longitudinal stone shell heautifully carved
on the front with a continuous leaf seroll of a spiral form, in keeping with the
border surrounding the recess, The eurves of the scrolls are beautifully formed, and
the end of each spiral terminates in leaves which fall upon and eross over the tendrils
and fill up the space between them and the narrow outer border, which is slightly
raised ubove the surface and bounded on the outer edge by footh-carving. The arch

Over the top of the recess is four-centred and stilted, and the spandrils are carved
with leaf rosettes, A section showing the depth of the recess (1'-3") is given on the.
sile of the drawing and a plan of it at the bottom. The wall surface below the recess
is patielled and enriched by a similar design to that shown on Plate XXX1V, which
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{llustrates an entire bay of the adjacent chamber standing over the south-esst ground
floor room. The wall recesses are of quite a different shapeto those in the adjoining
room. Instead of the peinted arched opening, the top is more elliptical in form and
the lower compartment is scalloped out round the sides, after examples met with
in Persia and Burms. The surface is carved like the panel shown on Pig. 3, Plate
XXXITI. Enclosing the whole bay is a frame, elaborately wrought with leal and
soroll foliage arranged in two parallel nndulating lines. The pattern is most skil-
fully manipulated st the angles where the rails and styles meet, and the way in
which it is treated is well worthy of study. The lines flow easily and gracefully one
into the other; all barshness is avoided, and the effect ia most pleasing.

The remsining plates deal chiefly with the decoration on the’ exterior of the
house (see Plates Ia and II), which is almost a8 richly carved as the interior. Plate
XXXVI is a drawing to a large scale of the north-eastern doorway, and should be
studied along with Plate XXXVII. On each side of the doorway s pilaster projects
4" from the face of the wall, panelled and profusely carved, in keeping with others
upon the fagades, The one on the right has suffered from climatic influence and the
stone has weathered badly, but sufficient of the design upon its panels remains to
ghow that they were the counterpart to those wpon the opposite pilaster. The caps
ani bases are moulded and carved, and over them richly sculptured brackets, Hindd
in character, which are given in side elevation on Plate XXXVII, Fig. 1, project.
They support a deep sloping eave runming round the entire building, the seffit of
which is enriched with a variety of earved designs in relief (Plate XXXVIL, Fig. 2).
Over the fan-light above the doorway is & lintel supported on Hindil brackets, in
front of which is 8 Saracenic arched slab of stone, 6" in thiekness, in two pieces. On
each side of the springing s small bracket projects, carved with a grotesque elephant.
The trunk of the animal is thrown upwards, and issuing from ils gaping mouth is
a seroll, which connects with a samglara’ cusping, running round the intrados of
thearch. 'The front of the arch is chiselled with a double row of feather-like orna-
ment, and the spandrils over are sunk and carved with leafl pater= epcircled with
flowing foliage. The céntre of the lintel resting upon the brackets in the tympanum
of the arch is prettily ornamented with a rosette supparted by & pair of peacocks
holding garlands in their beaks, disposed around the patera and upon the field of the
lintel. Between this and behind the srchitrave over the door, the fympanum is
filled on with & jaii screen fan-light, throngh which light and air pass to the room
behind. Above the door is & deop eave shown on elevation on the right hand side
of the drawing (Plate XXXVT), but in order to show the entire frout of the support-
ing brackets, it hss been omitted on the left side.

This plate weil exemplifics the freedom with which Hindd srchitecturo was
intermingled with Muhammadan during the middle of the 16th century in Upper
Indis, and which gave rise to & style peculiar to that part of the couniry known as
o The mixed Hindd-Muhammadsn style!” Here both the Hindd bracket and the
Muhammadan srch are ingeniously combined, and with "pleasing effect. The arch

¥ The smgtars 1 s kind of large omage, whisk 1 a convestionallsed form (s repeatedly lntroduced about tho
warious bmildings beneath the robways s cuspinge. -

55169



12 ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT, N.-W. PROVINCES.

springs from the abacus of the pilaster caps; but in earlier periods the intrados of the
arch was continued in a straight line a little below the springing, and terminated in
& pendant, or was often, as in the masjids at Jaunpur, continued to the ground by a
thin and often decorated oetagonal shaft, This Was even practised down to Akbar's
time, and an example may be seen in the Nagina Masjid abutfing on the high
viaduet leading from ‘J6dh-Bai's’ palace towards the Hathi P4l. Subse-
quently the arch was continued in one unbroken straight line to the ground, as in
the Moti Masjidin the Fort, Agra.

Another good example of the arched enirance of the period is exhibited in
elevation and section on Piate XXXVIIL and shows the upper part of a doorway on
the north facade leading into the same room as the doorway just described. As the
design is #imilar to that, it is unnecessary to describe it in defail. The chief differ-
ence lies in the treatment of the decoration upon the lintel beneath the tympanum,
which in this instance is also seulptured with & patera supported by peacocks. The
patera here, however, is of two tiers of leaves instead of ons, and is unenclosed by a
besded band. The tails of the birds instead of being curled over towards the top of
the arch, extend in & horizontal line right across the face of the lintel, whioh in the
other door we saw was carved with leafage. The rectangular space at the top of the
bracket supporting the lintel is sculptured with Brahméni ducks with garlands
drooping from their beaks, whereas the corresponding space in the other door was
to have been ornamented by a cireular leaf diaper, which is evident by the outline
pointed on the stone by the mason, but never finished, The spandrils were intricately
carved, but the carving has decayed and the flat outer band of the arch was chiselled
with a feathery arnament, whilst the intrados was ornamented with orange-shaped
cuspings emerging from the open mouths of grotesque suimals resting upon brackets
st the springing, which, were it not for sn upper and lower row of jagged testh,
might be intended for elephans.

Piates XXXIX, XL, XLI afford other details of the style of decoration upon
exterior walls of the building, between the dripstone, running round it on & level
withthuhpnfthegmnn&'ﬁmrdmﬁan&thapamuedpunth (Plate VII). As was
seen from Plates I and IT, the entire wall space is divided into bays by pilastars,
The tops are arcaded with slabs of stone wrought into the form of pointed arches,
after the manner of thosa over the doorways shown on Plates XXXVI and XXXVIII,
and which rest npon the caps of the pilasters. Tn the middle of each bay, upon a
moulded sill, is a niche, closed at the top by & pointed arch, springing from moulded
brackets, projecting from the sides of the stepped reveals of the piche; and this is
surrounded by a border, in some instances carved with floral designs and in others by
geometrical frets. The masonry between the hoad of the niche and the underside
of the arcade connecfing the tops of the pilasters is, in most cases, beautified with
leaf rosettes (see Plate XXXIX) enclosed within a raised pear-shaped shield. The
dado along the bottom of tha bays is panelled, and each panel is confined within g
frame of foliage. The bays vary in width, those at the angles of the houss (Plates
XL and XTLI) being narrower than the others, The archways over the niches above
the dado are also varted in treatment, being divided in some cases by a horizontal
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shelf into two parts, in the upper of which is a leaf patera in relief, of & pear shape,
whereas in the lower there is a round boss.

Plate XXXVI afforded an example of the ornamentation upon the pilasters
separating the bays, and Plate XLIX still forther exemplifies this. The pier shown
on the drawing is from the doorway en the west fa¢ade leading into the south-western
chamber now used by visitors as a sitting room. On the north side it breaks forward
from the outer face of the wall 84," and returns and stops on the jamb of the doorway.
If is enriched, in harmony with the other pilasters, by three horizontal panels confined
by a border of continuous entwining seroll ornamentation. Each is carved with an
elaborate leal and geometric disper. The upper and lower panels assimilate; but the
diaper upon the central panel is of different design and less rigid than the others,
The top and bottom of the shaft is chiselled with & horizontal band of small raised
embossed lozenges, divided into four-sections by single leaf earved dispers.

Over the fop band was found the inscription (hitherto unnoticed) giving the
date of the eréction of the house, which was referred to at the commencement
of this chapter, From this it appears to have been built in Samvat 1620 (A.D. 1572)
during the reign of Akbar PidishAh. The side of the pier is carved differently
from the frout, as will be seen from the elevation on the side of the drawing. The
contours of the monldings of the capitals and bases are delineated on the left of
the plate.

Plate XLIT gives n detail of the upper part of the entrance of the north porch
(see Plates VIIT and XLITI). It issimilar to the entrance to the south porch, but the
detail on it is slightly varied. It is similarly constructed fo the enfrances, illus-
trated on Plates XXXVI and XXXVIIT, and so needs little in the way of deserip-
tion. The spandrils or the triangular spaces between the outer curve or extrados
of the arch, and the rectangular horder enclosing if, are exquisitely carved with
conventional leaf folisge, grouped in graceful scrolls round a rich eircular patera
in the“centre, shown in section on the side of the drawing. The patera is in two
concentric tiers, an inner and an outer one : and the former grows from the under side
of a small twisted knob in the centre of the patera, which projects 1}* from the face
of the spandril, and is ornamented with eight flat leaves. The outer tier emerges
from the under side of the inner one and is enriched with fourteen leaves, with incised
tips. The leaves radiate from the centre, and between and under each is snother leaf,
but spear-shaped. The scrolls of the carving around the boss are caught up bere
and there by little circular rosettes, and the leaves at the ends of the scrolls have
that peculiar re-entering curve which is so prominent in Arabian and Perstan orna-
ment, The brackets are carved with both floral and geometrical carving, and are
each cut out of one piece of stone,

The dripstone referred to in desorihing Plate XXXVI protects the carving to
some extent from the weather; but, notwithstanding this, an inroad is being made
upon if, and in course of time it must eventually smecumb to this influence,

Above the dripstone isa rich frieze illustrated in detail on Plate XLIV, It
is divided into fwo main portions by a bold projecting string-course roughly cyma
moulded along the top and bottom. The lower oyma is leaf-ornamented, but the

4
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upper has very properly been left plain, as being unsheltered any carving upon it
would nsturnlly soon deeay. Beneath the lower member is a rich band of diaper, and
beneath this again is a fringe of leafage, Burmounting the upper eyma of the string
moulding is a second diaper hand, and from that to the top of the frieze, a distance of
2-07, the face of the masonry is ornamented with u raised pointed embattlemented
arcade, the ends of which are scalloped, fhe field being carved wifh semi-rosettes and
small heart-shaped shields.

Continuing our examination of the exterior of the house, we proceed fo the
upper storey by means of steep staircases at the angles of the building, and find
the walls, like those on the ground, both panelled and carved, but nething like
so elaborately. Plates XLV and XLVI show the entrances to the two corner
-rooms. The former leads to the north-west, and the latter to the south-east cham-
ber. In hoth instances a string-moulding ormamented with facets runs below the
threshold, and the door jambs are moulded and splayed. The architrave round the
door, shown on Plate XLV, is enriched with facets, the ubiquitous bead and reel,
and that double or eyma-like curve, natural in ereeper tracery, is freely incised upon
the splay, between the facets, The architraves upon the other door are cut with
leaf ornament. On each side of door opening are stepped piers, in conformity with
the others dividing the walls into oblong panels closed at the top by arches. In the
thickness of the wall beneath the arches are pointed niches confined by raised soulp-
tured borders resting upon monlded sills; and between the tops of the niches and the
arches the masonry is relieved from bareness by carved pater®. In conformity with
those over the doors the arches are fonr-centred and slightly stilted and hollowed
out on the under side with the favourite sangfora cusping stariing from little brackets
at the springings. The spandrils, unlike those we met with on the ground floor, are
devoid of all ornamentation with the exceplion of a raised circular patera in the
middle, consisting of six lesves hexagonally arranged, encompassed by a circle of
honey-suckle ornament. The tympanum between the areh snd the lintel in the case
of the entrance to the south-east chamber (Plate XLVI) is pierced with a pretty fan-
light, foiled at the top and filled in with sfone Iattice-work; but the corresponding
space over the doorway, shown on Plate XLV, is solid, snd ornamented with s neatly
eut circular leaf rosette. On examining the drawings it will be seen that the lintels,
thresholds, and posts of the doorways are punctured with small circular holes, They
were 50 done for securing the strings of pardas and light airy screens mads of cane
and split bamboos, often fantastically painted and called ¢hiks, which whilst ndm:tﬁng
both light and air, eifectually screened the occupants from the gaze of the outsider.
An interior view of one of the doorways is given on Plate XLVII. The jamba

are perfectly plain, but on each side is a richly carved pilaster, standing on an elabo-
rately ornamented base. and crowned by an equally rich capital, from which the
bracketing (before referred to, see pags B) supporting the breast-summers springs to
carry the drum of the dome covering the room. Asthe drum is octagonal, one of its
sides shows upon the drawing, and as it has already been detailed on Plate XTIV, there
ia no necessity to recur fo it again. The pilasters ave imposingly carved with geome-

trio traceries and leafage; and above the door opening is.a neatly cut boes,
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Plates T, LI, LII are details of the ornamental borders around the various
wainscot panels and recesses in the walls, They are carved chiefly with spiral and
undulating scrolls, relieved from severeness by conventional foliage, and flowers more
or less Persian in character. Great attention has been paid fo the treatment of
the angles, and the pattern has been very skilfully and carefully manipulated here
to avoid harshness and stiffness.

The remaining drawings (Plates LIIT to LVIT) deal with the numerous and
varied raised patterns upon the pilasters on the exterior and interior walls. As they
are drawn to a large scale and the construction lines sre dotted in, they need little
description. They consist principally of geometric traceries; many of them are very
intricate and seldom met with, and are traceable to Persian and Arabian examples.
TUpon those marked A, Plates LIII, LIV, LY, the svastika or cross, a sacred ancient
symbol, has been ingeniously introduced. The symbol is of great sutiquity, and
found upon the'various rock-cut temples of Western India, 8s the filfof in Europe,
and elsewhere. It is prevalent also in Chinese and Japanese decoration, which is
probably accounted for by the spread of Buddhism from India to these countries, and
being a sacred symbol, it would naturally travel with the religion. The resemblance
of some of the ornamentation to Japanese and Chinese work is remarkable, and one
cannot help thipking that carvers from these countries were employed upon the
embellishment of the building; but though some of the designs are so suggestive of
Japanese workmanship, they may after all, with the exception of the svasfika, Which
is purely Indian, have probably been derived from Arabis and Persia,
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CHAPTER IL
JODH BAD'S MAHAL.

A rrrree fo the south-east of Bir Bal's house stands the largest of all the
domestic buildings gracing Akbar's eapital of Fathpur Bikrl, erroncously known as
JOdh Bai's Mahal, and sometimes called Jahangiri Mahal. Aceording to
Blochmann, Jodh Bit was the wife of Jahdngir, and not his mother, snd daughter of
Moth, fIAjnh of Jodhpir. The same trustworthy authority tells ns “ thers is little
doubt that Jahingir's mother was the daughter of Rajah Bihdr! Mal (s Kichwaha
Réjpit) and sister of Rijah Bhagwin Dés."! The correct mame of this princess is
unknown, but the title is given as Marysm-uz-Zaminl, “ Mary of the Age,” just as
Akbar’s mother had the title of Maryam MakAol. This was probably the origin of
the myth regarding Akbar's supposed Christian wife, whose house was described fn
Chapter V, Part I of this Raport.

Of Akbar’s wives the following are mentioned in the Ain-i-4kbari -—
(1) Sultda Rugiyah Begum (a dsughter of MirzA Hindal), whe.died 84 years
old, 7th Jumida I, 1085 { Tucuk, p. 401), She was Akbar's first wife
(#an-i-kaldn), but had 1o child by him, She tended Shhjahin.
(2) Sultdn Salimah Begum. She was the daughter of Gulrukh Begum (a
daughter of Bibar) and Mirzd Nir-ud-din Muhammad, Humiyin
had destined her for Bairfm Khiin, who married her in the beginning
of Akbar's reign. After the death of Bairim, Akbar in 968 married
her. She died 10th Zi Qa'dsh, 1021. As a poetess, she is known
under the name Makkfi (concealed), and must not be confounded with
Zeb-un-nisd (a daughter of Aurangzeb's), who has the same poetical
name,
) Ihugﬂamnljahmhiﬂﬂﬂmdﬁnh:dﬂijahﬂhlgﬁn Dis,
Akbar married her in 968 at Sinbbar,
(4) The beautiful wife of Abdul Wisi’, married in 970.
(6) Bibi Danlat Shih,
(6) A duughter of Abdullah Khén, Moghul,
(7) A daughter of Mirdn Mubarik Shah, of Khindes?
The section from which this quotation has been taken also mentions Jodh Bat
86 being one of Akbar's wives, but further on, amongst the * Additiona¥ Notes,’ page
610, Blochmann retracts the assertion, and distinetly says -she was not the wife of
Akbar, but of his son Jabdngir. Of these wives, the chief was Sultina Bugiyah, and
it may be that the palace we are about to describe was approprinted fo her: but from
the distinct Hind0 feeling pervading the whole design, and from the fact that soulptures

! din-i-Abbori ; travalation by B. Blochmaan, page 500,
* diz-i-4Mari ; Blochmnoo ed., page 509,
b
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of Hindi deities have been found in the building during recent years, the probabilities
are in favour of the view that it was the abode of a Hindi princess—possibly the
mother of Jahangic, The building is probably the oldest in the city and was erected
soon after Akbar decided on making Fathpur Sikrl a royal residence. There is but
little difference between Akbar's buildings and those of hisson Jabingir, and in the
absence of inseripiions or reliable historic statements it is difficult to determine ta
which of the two reigns the work belongs. A close and striking family resemblance
exists between this palace and Jahiingir's in the Fort af Agra; but from various
indications we may assume that of the two this is the earlier. The fres use of stone
lintels, the absence of the areh and all timber mark both alike. Tn each instance the
doorways, window openings, &c., are spanned by stone lintels resting on massive
brackets; but the earlier date of J 0d b B 41's palace is marked by the absence of the
anchlike tops, so freely carved with geometrical ornamentation, over the entrances,
doorwsays, wall recesses, &e. The design of J6AhBil's palace is simpler and
altogether plainer than Jahdngir's Mahal, which in many respects is more
closely allied to Bir Bal's house. ‘.In design Bir Bal's house, Jah&ngir's
Mahal, and JOdh Bai's palsceall betray s strong Hindd influence, but in J6d h
B4i's palace it is much more noticeable than in either of the others, The bell and
chain, one of the oldest Hindd ornaments, is freely carved upon the piers, and with
the exception of the Panch Mahal, where it is carved anpon the sides of one
column only (see Part T, Plate LXYV), this is the only building in Fathpiir Stkrl in
which we meet with it. /We also find colour decoration npon the parapets and upon
the interior and exterior of the domes, and blue encaustic tiling upon tle roofs of
the upper chambers, and this again marks the earliness of the work., It should be
remembered that it wasabout 1540 A.D, ors little before the erection of this palace,
that colour decoration was introduced by the Mahammadans upon their buildings in
India. One of the first buildings ornamented with encaustic tiling, in Upper India at
any rate, was the Kils Kona Masjidat Delhi, erected in 1540 A.D.

Apart from the design, the building is full of interest and is wall worthy of
careful and attentive study. If is complete in itself and shows the planning and
arrangements of a Muhammadan: palace of the middle part of the 16th century,
balonging fo the Moghul School of Architecture, which arose under Akbar and fal:
lowed upon the third Pathan Behool of Bher Shah's time,

On referring to the ground plan, Plate LYITL, we find the building consists of
a rectangular block, measuring 281°-8" from north to south by 215'-0" from enst to
west, enclosing a large open quadeangle 179-0" by 161-9.* Burrounding this are
suites of single-storeyed rooms, or corridors, 270" in depth from out to out, uni
four main double-storeyed blocks, one in the centre of each side of the quadrangle
That on the east side of the quadrangle forms s vestibule to the only entrance to t]n;
building ; that immediately opposite it, if the tradition may be trusted, was nused ag
a chapel; whilst those on the north and south sides of the quadrangle probably
served as reception rooms. On each of the sides, both of the vestibule and the chapel
are two small oblong-shaped rooms. The two rooms abutting on the main walls oi’
these spartments are roofed parily by arches, but with this exception the whols of the
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rooms on the ground floor are ceiled with flat roofs. On the sides of the north and south
blocks, instead of there being two rooms, there is only one. These are connected with
others, two storeys high, in the angles of the building snd with those on the sides of
the entrance-vestibule and the “chapel,” by means of the corridors before spoken of.

Jutting out from the south external wall of the building is & structure measur-
ing 121'-0" by 85'-0", comprising the private baths of the palace. It is accessible
from the palace by means of two narrow passages, ome on the east and the otlier on
the west side of the main south block, opening into yards, with small rooms round
the sides, which were used as latrines.  The baths are between the two yards, They
were heated like Turkish baths by hot sir, the flues running under the floors, whilst
both hot and cold water was obtainable from reservoirs built up on the sides of the
rooms and fed fram masonry channels on the outside of the exterior walls, The apars-
ments are covered by domes, and round the walls were coloured plaster dadoes. The
chief rooms are of half-octagons in ghape and are built of rough rubble coated with
stucco,

But to return to the palace itsell. The quadrangleis fingged with stones disgon-
ally arranged, and a sfone drain runs along the sides to carry the in’ water off. In
the centre is 4 small stone tank. Slaireases lead up from the sides of each of the
main blocks to a second floar, the planning of which ean be studied from Plate LIX.
Over the entrance on the east side of the building are two small rooms with balconies
facing eastwards, and above the ** chapel,” on the opposite side of the quadrangle, is a
single room 85'-4* by 224", with & row of columnsdown the centre. Surmounting
the north and south blocks are long chambers 35°-6" by 10°-7", covered hy waggon-
shaped stone roofs (Plates LXVII and LXVIIL), and between them and the gromd
floor apartments is an intermediate, or endresol, floor, This floor shows on the plan
(Plate LIX), along with the other rooms, whilst the plan of the waggon-vaulted
rooms over it is given on the side of the drawing. According fo trar!lﬂr.m. the
intermediate floor on the north side of the palace was used by Aklar as a dining room.
A doorway leads from it into a large npartment on {he north, enclosed by open
screens known as the Hawd Malal, and at the east and west ¢nds are staircases,
That an the west connects with a viaduet (see Plate UL, Part I), to be spoken of here-
after, lending towards the TLAthi P31, or elephant gate to the west of the palace.
The staircases upon the silles of the corresponding room on the south side of the
quadrangle lead out on 1o the roof of the baths, upon which are the latrines serving
the second floor. In front of the waggon-vaulted aparfments above the interme-
diste Roors are promenades (sée Plate LIX, and Fig. 2, Plate LXVII), 20%-7" x5 K-0%
formed on the roof of the reception room. Small flights of steps lead down [ron the
east and west ends of the promenaules to the flat vools over tite corridors on the ground
floor conneeting the four main blocks in the centres of the qrmdmn:;ic fagades with
the rooms in the angles of the courtyard. By considerably raising the extervioy walls
of the corridors their roofs were hidden from the ontside of the palace and converled
into a recreation ground, or walk, for the ladies of the squdne,

There is a solemmnness and severcness about tlie design of the fagades of the
palace, not at all unpleasing, and whicli is characteristic of carly Mubammadan avehi-
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teeturs. This is not so noticeable in the other buildings at Fathpir Sikri, and is
another reason for regarding this building as one of the earliest, if not the earliest,
in the city,

The east fagads is given on Fig. 1, Plate LX, and the north faade in Fig. 2 on
the samo plate. As the other elevations are almost counterparts of these in design,
they are not produced. As before mentioned, the only entrance to the palace is on the
ecast side, Tt is detailed on the next fwo plates, Nos. LXT and LXIT. As it led toa
zandna, and that a royal one, it was jealously guarded, after the prevailing custom of
the east, by eunuchs, Inspeaking of the [mperinl Harem, the Ain-i-Akberi says :
“ the inside of the Harem is guarded by sober and active women; the most trust-
worthy of them are placed about the apartments of his Majesty. Outside the enclosure
the eunuchs are placed ; and at a proper distance there is a guard of Mithful Rijpids,
beyond whom are the porters of the gates. Besides, on ull four sides, are guards of
nobles, Akadis, and other troops according to their ranks.™

The small structure seen on the left of the entrance (Fig. 1, Plate LX) probably
served as the Rijpits guard house, It was detached from the entrance, but was con-
nected by a Ligh fence-wall running parallel to it, the foundations of which-are still
traceable, to a lateral wall projecting at right angles to the palace shown in section
on the right of the drawing. This wall, which so effectually sereened the entrance to
the palace, has been pulled down, and along with ita closed viaduet, supported on
piers, like that which still crosses the road to Bir Bal's house (Plate LX), The
viaduet formed the connecting link between J 6 dh Bai' s palace and Akbar’s private
apartments, the Khwabgih (see Chapter I, Part I). It led up from the entrance,
and across the road in front of Queen Marya m's house on to the top of the cloister
facing the Record Chamber, and it hes only been removed during recent years.
It formed a most interesting and important feature, and it is deeply to be deplored
that it was ever interfored with. By means of the viaduct Akbar could pass, under
cover and unseen, to the Queens' quarters without having to go outside the zandna
precinets, and it never should have been removed.

\ 3641 Bai’ sbeing the biggest and most commodious of all the palaces, it is pro-
bable that Akbar spent a great portion of his time here, and the viaduet afforded him
easy access to the Khwabgih, Turkish Sultina’s house, the Panch
Mahal, &e. Tt formed & barrier between the more private apartments and those
of a more public nature, such as the Record Ofice, ihe Great Masjid, the
Baths, &2, &ﬂ.,{

The small building shown in section on the right of the entrance (Fig. 1,
Plate LX) was doubtless the sentinel's box for Queen Maryam s house, which
stands a few paces to the north-east of the palace, The gabled guard house on the
left side of the entrance (Fig. 1, Plate LX) stands some 50°-0" in advance of the main
wall of the palace, and between it and the palace isa flat-roofed colonnade, two aisles
deep by three in width. "Phis is closed on the north side by a wall, but it is open on
the south. Onthe m_:rt.hsideis awater trough, 14-3" by 3°-6," with five pipes running
through the north wall, by means of which water was supplied to the palace. This

b Al - A, page A0, Blochmusn'y irsuslation.
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smust linve heen a great ponvenience and obviated the necessity of bhishtis entering
the s«nina precinets. On the extreme left of the drawing are given io elevation the
baths before alluded to, and on the bpposite side isthe Hawd Mahal.

The severeness of the facades is somewhat relieved by n monlded plinth and &
pattlemented string course running entirely round the building, on 3 level with
and marking the roof line of the single-storeyed rooms within, Emphssizing the
angles of the fagades and breaking up the sky-line are four domes govering the
douhle-storeyed apartments upon the cornersof the building. From the two exterior
sides of the upper rooms bandsome baloonies 6n mass  stone brackets project,
adding agreeably to the general ffect of the design. They are drawn in detail on
Plate LXXX. Two of those on the west facade have long since [allen, and the
apartures have heen filled up with rough and unsigltly slabs of stone. That on the
west side of the north-west angle roou is extant, and it is given in side elevation on
the right land side of the north facade (Plate LX, Fig. 2). Immediately below it is
the enil wall of the royal eamel stables and a part of the wall which originally
sercened and ent off the horse-stabling from Bir Bal'shouse, and which was referred
to in the preceding Chapter on page 3. \ Tn the esntre of the north fagade is the Hawi
Mahal, and & foot or so to the left of itisa vinduet leading from JOd L BAL' s palace
to thie zaning gardens and the HathiPol 7 The sides of the viaduct are open, but
originally they were enclased by stone screens breast high. A portion of ihe screen
on the south side is still standing, and it appears in elevation on the drawing. The
walls of the facades are faced with stone ashlaring. Deep courses alternate with
parrow ones, and the effect produced is rather singular, They are packed with coarse
rubble and conerete, and the narrow courses af the ashlaring, 63 in thickness, form
the bond vr through stones, The broad courses average 16" in width and are of
yarious lengths, ranging from 6-0" to 83

The side of the entrance to the palace is shown on the left of Plate LX at Fig. 2.
The entrance measires 58'-9" from out to out and projects 7-6" in advance of the main
wall, Tt is built in the form of a canled-bowe (Plates LXI and LX1I). The front sida
measures 436" netoss and (he splayed sides connecting it to the wall10-6." In these
are narrow recesses, arched at the top, but otherwisa they are plain. Inthe centre of
the froni side, Plate LXT, is the entrance itsell, 7'-0" in width hy 120" in height,
closed at the top by a flat lintel supported on stone brackets (Fig. 1), coming down
on to the top of plain jambs at the sides of the entrance. In front of the door is &
four-centred archway continting in an unbroken line down to the plinths (see Fig. 3),
which is 2-0" above the geound. ‘The intrados of the (Fig. 8) arch is fringed with
the favourite orange-cusping so commonly employed about most of the buildings in
Fathpur Sikri. The spandrils are set back, and in the centre of each, crossed aqui-
latersl triangles are carved (Fig. 6, LXII). The hexagonal space in the centre,
formed by the crossing of the triangles, is ornamented with leaf roseties carved in
high relief. Detween the fop of the archway and the eornice crowning the gateway,
the masonry is panelled by five smull vertical panels surmounted by an oblong one
extending longitudinally across the others from end to end. The middle vertical
panel is pierced and Hlled in with open trellis work in stone, from which the inmaies

G
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of the palace conld look out, uncbserved, on the surrounding country. On each side
of the doorway is a deep oblong-shaped recess, 5'-0" deep by 7°-0" in width, enclosed
on the front by a plain archway and ceiled by a dome-shaped roof carried on little
arched pendentives. Over eaclt is a square balcony, projecting about 3°-9" from the
wall and npheld by four brackets cut out of the solid blocks of stone, which are detailed
on Fig. 3, Plate LXTI. Between each hracket is a circular leaf patera (Fig. 4 of the
same plate (enclosed by a baaded band hound by an onter serrated one. The baleonies
are open, and ‘at the corners are slendeér square shafts surmounted by eruciform-
shaped bracket capitals (Fig, 7) carrying stone lintels supporting the roof. The roof
is hipped and coated in eement, and ornamented along the springing by a pretty
carved fascia-band (detailed on Fig. 8). The top is erowned by & leaf-carved stone
ridge, standing upon the ends of which are moulded finials, Protecting the open sides
of the balcony is & rich balustrade, some 2 in thickness, of open scroll-leaf tracery.
A detnil drawing of it is given on Fig. 3.

Entering the palace (see Plan, Plates LVIII and LXIV) through the gateway,
one comes into a vestibule, about 35°-6" by 20°-6".. The floor is covered by a raised
platform, for the use of the servants to lounge upon, after the custom of the Rast, when
not in atftendance, Through the platform a passage is cut, which leads to a small
doorway on the north-west corner ol the vestibule, formed in a screened wall, placed
parallel to the entrance to prevent people on the ountside of the gate seeing into the
quadrangle beyond. The vestibule is 16°-0" in height and is divided into six bays
by stately columns surmounted by Mindi brackets carrying lintels supporting the
roof. Oanthe north and south-east corners of the vestibule are small waiting rooms
closed by wooden doors, on the sides of which are small arched niches, Inthe walls
between the piers are recesses (Plate LXV), of a like design to those so commonly met
with in 14th century Hindd Architecture. There is nothing savouring of Muham-
madan workmanship about them, snd there is no mistaking their origin. They are
recessed from the face of the wall 1-7}", and the opening is 1'-5" in breadth by 2'-0"
in l‘.t_eight..' Oun each side of the opening is a slender pillar resting upon a moulded
corhel projecting 5" from the wall. Connecting the two is & plainsill, The pillars
from being square at the bottom become octagonal, then sixteen-sided, and finish
off at the top by becoming eylindrical. They are surmounted by a double capital,
square at the top and crudely carved with angle-volutes and vases. The bottom of
the capital, in one instance, is of & half-octagon shape, and in another of & cushion
or holster form compressed in at the middle by a moulded annulst. A heavy, plainly
moulded cornice traverses the top of the square opening, and above this is a broken
pediment of a debased curved outlineg, profusely carved with leaves and lotus buds,
The pediment emerges from the sides of stepped square dies upon the corners of the
cornice and stops upon anotherdie placed midway between the two, A detail of the
capitals is given on the right of the drawing, as well as a section through the centra
of the recess. Above the vestibuleare fwo small rooms connected by & verandah.

Details of the bases and eapitals of the columns earrying the lintels supparting
the vestibule roof are shown on Plate LXVI,  They are typical of other columns in the
palace used in the cocridors and the reception rooms on the north and south sides of
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the quadrangle : but in these latter the brackets over the capitals beneath the lintels
are more varied and less stiff in design (Plate LXXTT), They sre essentially Hindiin
conception, and are of the broken square form, a shape commonly used in Hind0 14th
century architecture. The shafis are bound at intervals by bands, variously orna-
mented, with semi-lotus rosettes, small lozenges, pellets, &o.,and the fronts are carved
with the bell and chain ornament. Al the top and bottom the shafts break forward
and are panelled, and the bottoms inaddition are carved with crude incised angle-cars
and yases, The bases are monlded and stand upon a plinth, whilsta plain snd slightly
moulded capital erowns the top of the column, resting upon which is a heavy four-
armed bracket supporting stone beams earrying the ceiling. Thebrackets are hewn
out of solid blocks of stone and are Aaleed one into the other after a carpentry mode of
construction, The brackets over the columns in the vestibule resemble those used
beneath the doors in Bir Bal's house, They are stepped outin three tiers, and have
pendant pieces under the upper and lower tiers. The lower pendant of the two is
fluted at the bottom and bound by a band of pellsts. 'The upper is leaf-carved in the
middle and twisted towards the bottom. The edges of the brackets are chiselled with
the Jead and reel pattern, The brackets over the reception-room columns (Plate
LXXII) belong to the same family, but are differently treated, The pendant pieces
are lengthened upwards towards the under side of the lintel carried by the bracket,
and the additional space thus obtained is carved with quatrefoils, leaves, &e. The
faces of the portion of the brackels between the two pendant pieces are splayed on
the sides and ornamented with earving.

In design both the reception-rooms ars alike; and the interior fagade on the
north side of the quadrangla is a counterpart of that on the sonth side. The north
facade is shown on Plate LXVIL, In the centre is the reception-room, divided into
three bays by two rows of columns, and above it is a long oblong chamber, which
was probably used by the favourites of the Harem. Between the two is an inferme-
diate floor, of which mention has already been made and to which we shull again
revert, There are double walls upon the east and west sides of the receplion-room,
and between the two are staireases leading to the roof over the eorridors, hotween the
central blocks and the dome-crowned chambers at the angles of the quadrsugle, and
to the long apartments over the intermediate flopr. In fromtof these rooms are open
pavilions. square on plan, and covered by hipped roofs, beneath the shade off wiich
the inmates of the palace could lounge and watch whatever was faking place in the
court-yard balow. Similar pavilions stand in front of the central blocks on the east
and west interior facades, and o detail drawing of one is given on Plate LXIX. The
columns, 9" square, stand on orudely moulded bases, and are surmounted by erncifurm
eapitals. The two inner arms of the capital support carved hrackets cacrging stone
architraves supporting the roof, whilst the outer arms uphold tiny pillars catching
the ends of other and larger brackets {Figs. 1 and 3) sustaining stone wall plates, on
to which sre notehed the eaves surrounding the top of the pavilion, and which pro-
ject 3'-8" in front of exterior corners, Above the architrave is a projecting fricze, and
where it meets at the four eolumns it is notehed out and filled in with girenlar
balusters terminating in bell-shaped pendauts after the same pattern, but smaller thin
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tha others suspended from the sofiit of the brackets carrying the wall plates below the
caves. The effect is pleasing and shows with what care and attention the architect
matured his design.  Tn order to make the mode of construction clear to the reader
unacquainted with technical drawings, in adlition to a plan looking upwards (Fig. 2),
and an elevation with the eaves removed, a perspective sketeh of one of the angles is
given on the drawing in Fig. 4. The frieze is panelled on the interior side, and at
sttod intervals on the exterior is tarved with leaf paterse, whilst the architrave
beneath isornumented along the top with leaves. The soffitof the roof is of red sand-
stone and is panelled by flat vibs projecting 8° from its surface. The cutside is of
cement and is capped by a stone leaf-carved ridge crowned at the two ends by
moulded linials. Over theenvesisa monlded string course and a deep band of battle-
mented-like carving. Details of the brackots beneath the architrayes are shown on
Figs. 5 andl 6, the first being a sido, and the second a front view. Descending from
thie pavilions by means of the side staircases, we come to the reception-rooms (Plate
LXX), They sre both commodious and lofty, They measure some 36™-0" in length
by 200" inbreadil and are 204" high, and are divided into three baysiu length and
two in width by square piers (Plate LYVILI), which have already been described. In
the nosth wall are three door openings leading into an inner chamber 36'-0" in length
Dby 11%0" in width, over which is the intermediate floor previously alluded to, used,
according to tradition, by Akbur as & banqueting hall. On its south side are three
archied openings leading on to balconies (Plate LXXI), looking into the upper part of
the reception-roon in front (Plate LXX), wlhich in height equals the combined eleva-
tion of ' the long room behind it and the Intermediate floor. The balconies measure
60" in length and project 2°-6' from the face of the wall. The balustrades protect-
ing the sides bulge oubwardy slightly, and are composed of open seroll tracery 27 in
{hickness, surmounted by a moulded capping stopping flush upon the sides of the
arched openings. The floor, & slone one, is 10" in thickness, and extends slightly
beyoud the bnlustrmlm. where it ‘is monlded and carved with leafage, 1t is carried
upon four rich brackets 1'-7" in depth and 5" in thickness, and hetween each is a
beautifully earved lotus-patera in bold relief. Beneath the baleonies are doorways
:_lmding into the private chamber to the north of the reeeption-room, and apon each
side of their apértures is a niche of similar design Lo those in the walls of the gate-
entrance, measuring 3'-3" by 1-8" across the opening, surmounted by a broken and
gurved pediment (Plate LXXIIT], On each side of the opening is a slender square
pier carrioll on moulded eireular corliels. They are plain, but quirked on the edges,
and are crossed horizontally by three narrow bands splayed both at the top and
bottom. Upen the front and sides of the bases are erwde leaves, and the capitals are
earved with elonzated volutes or ears cut with deep earved incisions. The cornice
between the eapitals of the piers and the base of the pediment is decorated with
square chuq_uuringsz alout 14 deep, and in the tympanum of the pediment lmm.
ing ws of the Hindd character of the builiding) we meet agzain with the bell and
chain ornament. The chequering upon the cornice is frequently found upon 12th
century Hindi buildings, and smongst other places it is seen in the mandapa in front
of thie famous lingam templeof NilakagthaatKalinjar, inthe Binda district
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of the North-Western Provinces. Details of the mouldings and the carved ornament-
afion upon the pediment are given on Fig. 5, whilst at Fig. & we have adutail deawing
of tiie little pedestals upon the sidés and eentre of the pediment which remind one
of the acruleria of classic pediments,

\The banqueting-room upon the intermediste floor is 11-0" in height, 108" in
width. and 35'-6" in length (sea plan, Plate LIX). Itis shown in section on Plate
LXVII, Fig. 2. The walls are panelled (Plate LXXIV) and, strange to say, after a
stylo prevalent in England about Ihe same epoch in which the palace was huill, niz.,
the time of Queen Elizabeth, In appearance the panelling resembles the old osk
wainscoting so much in vogue during that period, aud passing through the chamber
one can almost imagine himself in an old Elizabethan hall, snd surmises whether
Akbar was not influenced by Enropean. ideas when designing theroom. 'Fhe wall
space between the floor and the top of the doorways is divided into fthree rows of
panels (Fig. 2), and between the tops of the doorwnys #nd the ceiling is a fourth mw./
The edges of the rails-and the styles of the panels are quirked, and hereand there the
panelling is pierced by deep recesses. Some of the upper panals are arched, and the
under side of thearch is ornamented with a fringé of conventionally carved oranges
looped together by cuspings, starting Irom monlded brackets upon the sides of the
reveals by the springing of the arch (Fig. 3). The spandrils above the srches are set
back and carved with rosettes. The ceiling is panelled in keeping with the walls, and
the beams rest upon plain consols with chamfered sides, and & horizontal roll across
the front (Fig. 6). Asmall staircase in the aorth wallof the room leads to a spacious
apartment 314 by 26'-0" (external dimensions), jutted out on the north wall of the
palace known as the Hawi Mahalor™ Wind Palace” (Plate LXVII, Fig. 2). The
walls are formed of pierced stone sereens, but more of these anen. From the northern
ends of the banqueling-hall (as before mentioned) staircases lead o the flat roof
over the carridor surrounding the quadrangle and from thence to the apartment above
the bangueting-hall. The rooms measure 85'-6" by 10-8", and the walls are -5
thick. They are faced with coursed ashlaring packed with rubble (seen in elevation
on Plate LXVII). There are three entrances to the room, oné in each of the east
and west walls, whilst the third and principal one (74 in width by 8-7" in height)
is npon the south «all. On each side of the sputh entrance is a window 4'-7" aAcross
by 6-8" in height (Plate LXXYV), divided into six openings filled in with rich reticu-
lated geometrical tracery, having one central mullion and two moulded and carved
transomes. Facing these are other windows which were blocked up to the detriment
of the room when the HHa wh Mahal, erected posterior to the palace, was built. A
certain amount of light and air has heen excluded as well as & pretty pecp ncross the
quiet country beyond. The design of the tracery in the upper and lower panels is
the same, but it differs from that in the middle windows. Projecting from the door
jamibs of the principal entrance {Plate LXXVI, Fig. 2) are two pilasters, connected
at the top by a plainly moulded capital, which after hreakiog aronnd the reveals
dies on the sides of the entrance. Projecting from the capitals of the pilasters,
longitudinally across the entrance, are doublo brackets, of similar design to those over
the columns in the reception room dewustairs. They are placed there to support
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a stone lintel across the top of the aperture carrying the superstructure, The
bases of the pilasters are simply carved with sunk semi-lotus roseties resting upon
a chequered band along the bottom, standing upon a low plinth, caveito-moulded
at the top. Hound the exterior of the apartment, a little above the doorways and
windaows, is a deep drip-stone earried on a stone wall-plate, natched on to serpent-
shaped brackets tailed into the masonry of the walls (Fig. 3, Plate LXXV). The
brackets are both orudely formed and carved, and are evidently bad copies of proto-
types In the Stone-culters’ Masjid, the oldest building in the city, and
erected by the poor stone masons for their patron Saint, Salim Chishti, to the west
of the Greal dMasjid (for position see the general plan of the city—Plate I facing
the title page). The chamber, as we before saw, is covergd by a waggon-vaulted roof
in stone (Plate LXXVII). The hoop-like ribs of the vaulting are plain and project 3°
from its soffit. They spring from a leaf-carved cornice running (Fig. 5) above the
lintels of the doorways, and stop upon n {orus-shaped rib along the vertex of the
vault, The outer covering (Plate LXXXI) of the roof is of cement and concrete
and s Iaid with enamelled tiling, The tiles, 74" in length and 34" in breadth,
rre plain and flat and are of & rich blue colour. They are laid in imitation of an
Ltalian-filpd rouf. The rolls running up the sloping faces of the roof, from the
parapet to the ridge, are 3} in diamefer and are placed 7}” apart from centre to
centre, They are very unevenly formed aud in many places are not parallel, some
converging towards the ridge and others towards the parapet, which is carved like
the ramps on the gabled eads of the roof, with embattlemented ornamentation and
leaves (Plute LXXVIIL, Fig, 4), Where the pattern turns the apex of the gable
it is badly ecarved and does not join properly. This is another instance of the
cargless, laphazarl manner, in which, at times, the masons, although they carved
B0 exijuisitely, performed fheir work. We saw an instance of thisin Bir Bal's
house, and we are continually meeting with others in various parts of the eity.
The tiling upon the roof is a marked feature of the building, and owing to the
pureness and richness of the blue, it is conspicuous from all points of vantage. .It
is the only extant specimer of enamelled tiling in the capital; but judging from
the numerons fragments which are continually eropping up about the ruins, it must
have been very extensively used. The idea probably emanated from Persin, where
hiue tiles were frequently used for decorating buildings. The chief seat of earthen-
ware manufacture was Kashin and the neighbourhood, including Naini, where good
clay was procurablo. Cobalt, the colour chiefly employed, is found in Kashdn, and
the common name for Persinn work is Kashi Kari or Kashéin work. The exteriors of
thi: gables are plain, but the futeriors are carved with raised panels 2'-7" in length
by 164" in width (Plate EXXVIII) projecting about half an inch [rom the face of
the masonry snd thoughtfully placed midway between two lacing bands of stone
longitudinally traversing the gable. 1In the centre of the panel is a well-cut circu-
lar lenf rosette in two tiors, cnclosed by a chaplet of beads. This is encirelad by
# deop eivenlar fringe of liligree curichmont, and the angnlar picces botween this.and
‘the sides of the panclsare filled up with crudely carved leal ornament, raised 3ths of
an inch from the face of the panel. The designs of the panels are somewhat varied,

I
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and in the case of those in the chamber on the north side of the quadrangle (Plate
LXXIX) the corners are left plain, and the filigree band enclosing the patera in the
centre of the panel ends with a pendant resting on the lower side of the panel. The
design is also modified in other respects, as will be seen from the illustration. Both
designs could be reproduced for a number of purposes and would look extremely
handsome in silver or gold, The one shown on Plate LXXTX might be used, with
but slight alteration, as a pendant for some future Oriental order.

Leaving thess upper rooms, we descend to the flat roof of the corridor on the
ground floor, used as a promenade by the inmates of the palace, and from thence to
the apartments in the angles of the building. These measure 18-10" each way, and
as seen from the elevation (Plates LX, LXVII) are crowned by domes resting upon
a sixteen-sided cradle, carried upon an octagonal drum, cutting off the angles of the
room and supported on solid corbels built acroes and filling up the npper corners of
it. They are entered from the corridor roof by two doorways; one on the south and
the other on the west side of the room. Opposite each entrance is a balconied window
'(see Plates LIX and LX). The balconies measure 3'-8" by 7'-0" and are carried
on four massive brackets (Plate LXXX) projecting 2-9" from the wall, stepped
out on the front and sides, and finished off at the top and bottom with moulded
pendants. The back of the balcony between the brackets is broken up by little
pilasters horizontally bound by three straight bands resting upon a leaf-ornamented
string running below the bottom of the brackets. The stone floor extends in one
unbroken piece from the window sill to beyond the outer face of the brackets, and
rising from the corners are square piers surmounted by four-armed bracket capifals of
an early Hind( pattern, upon which stone lintels carrying the roof. a hipped one sur-
rounded by a deep drip-stone, rest. A pierced railing 1-5” in height of a curyed section
protects the sides of the balcony. It is pierced with an open basket-work design, tho
spaces between the *“wickers” being partially filled up by leaves, and along the
top is a moulded capping. The interiors of the rooms, it is to be regretted, have
been, like many others in the city, during recent times thoroughly spoilt by being
thickly coated with whitewash. Where portions of the whitewash have sealed off
coloured decoration is traceable upon the walls, as weil as npon the sides of the drum
of the domes (Plate LXXXI). In the crowns of the domies are exquisite medallions,
and there is ample evidence to show they were picked out in colour. The medallions,
7'-8" in dinmeter, (Plates LXXXII and LXXXTIT) are of stucco and are of a concave
section, In the centreis asmall rosette, surrounded in the case of that illustrated on
Plate LXXXII by three, and in that represented on Plate LXXXIII by five, con-
centric rows of rich filigree ornament distributed over the whole fleld, the feathered
ends of which radiate outward from the centre of the medallion. This forms fn
upper-plane, raised from the surface §ths of an inch, which reposes upon another,
a subordinate one, composed of graceful and delicate flowering scrolls charmingly
interwoven with the ornamentation on the upper plane. Cirenmscribing the whole
is a border B} wide elegantly carved in unison with the rest of the waork, The
design reminds ones great deal of the ornamentation used by the Moors, from whose
works if was perhaps derived. Similar centre-picces are seen in the ceilings of rooms
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below, but instead of being round, they are square. Two are illustrated on Plates
LXXXIV and LXXXV. The rooms in which they are, are very dark and begrimed
with dirt and smoke, and unless they happea to be visited while the sun is shining
into them, the ceilings cannot be seen. OF the two, that represented on Plate
LXXXIV is the larger, measiring 6'-7" across, whilst the other (Plate LXXXYV)
measures only 62", It is also vicher in design and, like the medallion under the
domes, the patterns upon it ave worked in two planes distributed over the whole
panel. The upper of the two predominates over the lower, eonsisting entirely of
beautiful and freely drawn serolls intertwined amongst leaves and flowers, whilst the
predominating patiern is made up of a feather diaper, worked somewhat into the
shape of variegated crosses, ranged'in parallel rows across and up the panel.’ The
outer enclosing border is carved in keeping with the field within, but the upper
plane is worked into herizontal panels; two to each border, with trefoil ends merging
into the sides of traceried figares upon the corners and in the centres of the border.
The companion panel (Plate LXXXV), although belonging to the same class, consists
of a single instead of a double pattern, and is formed of straight, instead of curved,
lines, wrought into & most wncommon interlacing geometrical diaper raised very
slightly above the surface of the panel. The pattern is an exceptionally peculiar and
difficult one, and in order fo elucidate its construction a skeleton diagram'is given
on the bottom of the plate.

Midway between the double-storeyed apariments upon the angles of the west
facades and immediately opposite the entrance to the palace (Plate LVIIT) is a dis-
tinetly Hindl structure, which according to tradition was sefapartas a private chapel
for Akbar's Hindd wife. It measures 36'-1" by 320" and is 13'-6" in height, It is
divided into three aisles in depth by three in width by two rows of single Square
columns (Plate LXXXVIT), In the walls are seven niches, some of which till
within 8 few years ago, if old inhabitants do not err, contained statues of Hinda
deities. They are of similar design to those in the vestibule (Plate LXYV). On the
north-west and south-west corners are small chambers, which may have been used
by the attendant priests for oetemoninl purposes. The entrance to the * chapel "
is immediately in the centre of the east wall, which is partially closed by a high
plinth (Plate LXXXVI), ornamented like those met with in 14th centary Hinda
srchitecture, The face of the plinth on the courtyard side is broken up into a
series of perpendicular panels (Piate LXXXVIIL, Fig. 3), every other one of which
is slightly recessed. In the centrs of each is carved a lozenge-shaped figure in relief,
and the bottoms are ornamented with urns and rosettes, characteristic of the style,
Beneath the panellingis a moulded base, carved along the top with a series of small
oblong-shaped p&nﬂlﬂﬂ]lﬂl with lozenges, Crowning the top of the pedestal is s
moulded eapping, upon which stand coupled columns, & pair on each side of the
entrance. They are ranged opposite double pilasters projecting from the ends of
the north and south walls. The perpendicular lines of the pilasters are broken by
horizontal bands ¢rnamented with semi-lotus rosettes, &o., and sculptured npon the
front faces of the piers is the favourite bell and chain, A monlded capital unites
the two (Fiz. 2), sud resting upon it are brackets carved in like msaner to those



FATHPUR SIER?: JODH BADS MAHAL. 20

over the columns in the entrance vestibule to the palace. They support the ends
of the architraves carrying the wall above. Jutting out at right angles to the
front of the capital towards the quadrangle are much larger brackets carrying a
stone plate or beam running parallel to the front of the chapel, on to the upper
ends of which eaves are notched (see Fig. 2). The fronts of the brackets are
shown on Fig. 1, but the eaves have purposely been omitted in order to show an
enriched frieze behind. This is divided up by small piers into 8 series of little com-
partments with brackets projecting from the sides, meeting like a pediment over the
centre of each division and sheltering a tympanum-like space beneath. This is
sculptured with & lotus rosette supported on each gide, heraldic-wise, by birds, which
may be intended for brihmani ducks. The stone has weathered badly, and in con-
sequence much of the sculpture has decayed, but sufficient remains fo stamp it as
being Hindi as opposed to Muhammadan work, There is nothing Muhammadan
about the building, and the design throughout is distinctively Hindi in character. If
the apartment was a chapel, it would rather tend to strengthen the supposition that
Akbar's Hindd wife inhabited the palace. IF so, it is another instance of the fore-
thought and sttention Akbar was ever bestowing onall around him. Having con-
tracted & matrimonial allisnce with a Hindii princess, he spared no pains in making
her new home resemble her old as much as possible.

On the south and north sides of the chapel are two staircases concealed hetween
double walls leading to s chamber over, and the roof of the corridor on each side. The
entrances to the staircases ave in the north and south walls on the sides of the chapel,
but there are twosham ones in the front wall. The doorways are sheltered by & deep
drip-stone, which continues round the walls of the corridorsand the ofher apartments
facing the quadrangle. It is supported on 8 wall-plate carried on slender stone
brackets detsiled on Plate LXXXIX, projecting 2-9" from the face of the wall, and
4'-0" deep by 7" in width, They are in two parts, and the upper projects slightly in
front of the lower, which is cut into three receding tiers, with little bracket-shaped
pieces under each. The upper part is formed out of onme piece of stone and resta
upon the lower, but is detached from the wall. The contour is & peculisr one and
bears s faint resemblance to the recumbent Hgure of an elephant. The front is
moulded somewhat after the form of an elephant’s trank when turned upwards, and
it is finished off at the top by a plainly moulded ciroular eapital, The upper part of
the back is slightly splayed, and the saddleis connected to the head by an open scroll.
At the bottom both sides are carved with semi-lotus rosettes. Fig. 1 is a side and
Fig. 8 a front elevation of the bracket, whilst Fig. 2 shows s perspective sketeh of it.
Where the eaves or drip-stone mitre round the angles of the four double-storeyed
buildings breaking forward in advance of the fagades (see ground plan, Plate LVILI),
they are supported on angle-brackets, resting npon carved posts, placed in the angles
of the walls (see Plate LXXXVI). These are shown in detail on Plate XC, Fig. 3.
The same plate also shows details, in elevation and section, of the doorways leading
to the staircases ascending to the roof, which, as before mentioned, are gheltered by
a drip-stone. The stone flags of which the drip-stone is composed, are about 2}" in
thickness and @' in length, including the portion tailed into the wall. They vary in
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width, some being only 9" and others over 1'-0",  Little care has been taken in pre-
paring and laying them, and often it is found that the stone ia broader at the top
than at the bottom, In some cases they are rebaled one into the other and then
eramped together, but more often they are retained in position entirely by being
notched on to the wall-plate. The whole of the front face of the parapet over the
drip-stone was originally beauntified in colour, Traces of this are extant, and can
easily be seen, notwithstanding that some aver that the palace is devoid of colour
decoration. The patiern shown on Plate XCI at Fig, 1 is distinofly visible upon the
face of the plaster, and although no great length of colouring is to be seen in a
pristine state, sufficient fragments remain upon different parts of the parapet to
ensble one to define what it 'was. Colour decoration was not relegated to the para-
pets, but it was freely used upon the exterior of the domes to enrich the sides of the
dram. The same colours were employed as upon the parapeis, and the patteras
(Plate XCIT) emanate from the same school, but are much richer in design. When
the whole of the colouring was fresh and orisp it must have added considerably to the
architectural effect of the building, and to a great extent relieved its present sombre
and almost prison-like appearance.

Each corridor between the four main blocks projecting into the quadrangle is
divided into two aisles in width by six in depth (all of equal size) by square columns,
ranged down the middle, opposite pilasters in the walle. On the side facing the
quadrangle they are partially open, but are closed at the ends by lateral walls
pierced by doorways admitting of ingress to the adjoining chambers (see ground plan,
Plate LVIII),

After the universal custom of zandna buildings there are neither windows nor
doors in the outér exterior wall/but for the sake of architectural effect, the intarior
side of the wall is broken up ‘by deep recesses. There is 8 recess in the centre
of each bay: the openings are reciangular in shape and measure 1'-7" by 2'-2",
The sides are enclosed by a stone frame 21" in width, which is again enclosed by a
broad architrave (Plate XCIII) surmounted by a battlemented corniee punctured
with’small Latin crosses. A moulded and earved sill 8” in depth with a projection
of 34" runs along the bottom of the recess, anid at each end iz a richly earved bell-
shaped pedesial, which appears to have been used for-placing lamps or chirigs upon.
I this were 8o, the recesses probably contained statues of Hindd deities and the lights
would be required for ritualistic purposes during the performance of puja. The
recesses are all one pattern, but the carving upon the sills varies considerably (Plates
XCLV, XCV, and XCVI). They are made up of thres members, In every case the
upper is perfectly plain and square and projects slightly in front of the middle
member, which is also square, but is carved with a variety of designs in relief The
bottom member throughout is moulded, and in some instances resembilos a vavetio
and in others a badly formed oyma. It is ornamented with leaf and dari earving
and generally two leaves are earved one upon anotier, the upper being the amn.]jm:
of the two. Bometimes though, us seen ai Figs. 3 and 3, Plate XOVL, four leaves are
placed one above the other, cach buing smaller than that upon which it rests. Vertical
darts soparate the leaves and serve the same purpose as the fongue in the egg and
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tonge moulding so much used in Classic architecture. The darfs bulge outwards
and turn overat the top and die into the concave sides of a fringe of facets ornament-
ing the bottom of the middle member. The scrolls upon this member are freely
carved, and some are undulatingly arranged in single patterns, whilst others are
double and interlaced. Like patterns are carved round the panelling in Bir Bal's
house, and it is noticeable what a strong likeness exists between them and those found
in Arabian work. '
Taz Hawi MamAL.

\Pro;mhng from the centre of the north exterior wall of Jo6dh Ba{"s palace is
a square-shaped doubile-storeyed pavilion, known as the Hawi Mahal ,(Phtu LX
and XOVII). Round the outside are squara colamns, arranged in double rows. The
bays between the columns on the ground floor are open, but on the first floor they
are enclosed by jili mraens/ The facade is divided horizontally into two main por-
tions by a drip-stone projecting from the wall on a level with the ground floor
ceiling. Tt is carried like the saves helow the parapet on wall plates, supported on
brackets (detsiled on Plate XCVIII, Figs. 5 and 6) projecting in front of the columns
round the outer sides of the pavilion. The ceiling of the ground ficor is flat and
constructed in Hindd fashion on stome beams supported on eross-shaped brackets
resting on the eapitals of the columns, but that over the first floor is arched (Fig. 8,
Plate XCVIIL). It is divided into casements by flat projecting ribs springing from
the top of a narrow cornice above the top of the jali screens enclosing the outer sides
of the chamber. The roof over is hipped. Between the outer and inner row of the
columns round the sides of the room on the upper floor is & narrow gallery, 2'-3" in
width, ceiled at the top hy fst siabs of stone resting on brackets surmounting the
capitals of the piers, and earrying 8 solid mass of masonry over, forming an abutment
to the roof.

Surmounting the north-east and north-west corners of the building are domed
Iiosks supported on four slender columns. They are illusirated to a large scale on
Plate XCVIIL, PFigs. 1, 2, 8, and 4, the latter being a perspective sketch. The
traceried screens enclosing the cuter sides of the upper ohamber is of various designs,
and samples are exemplified on Plates XCIX and 0. They ere punctured out of
solid slabs of stone, 23" in thickness, of various sizes according to the inter-columni-
nation of the piers. Bome measure 7-6" in height by 5'-8" in width. The rails are
flsl in section, chamfered both sides, and are § of an inch in thickness (see Figs. 2 and
4, Plate 0), At the top they are shaped to fit between the brackets over the eapitals.
In one instance (Fig. 1, Plate XCIX) two small birds are carved, which fortunately
escaped the hands of the iconoclusts who after Akbar's demise so shamefully damaged
the beautiful carvingsin the Turkish SultAna's house and elsewhere. } The
HawiMahal was probably used exclusively by the ladies of the Harem. The
Iatticed sides, like glass, afforded protection from the rain, but st the sams time
admitted of free ventilation and enabled the ladies of the court to recline at ease in
full view of the surrounding country, the gardens, &c., without the slightest fear
of being ﬂarlwkedf The free use of jili work is 8 marked characteristic of the
Mulammadan style of architecture, but there is very little doubt it had been used
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in Tndia, hut not on such an extensive seale, from remote times and anterior to the
Muhammadan conquest. In Northern India this class of window tracery was very
fashionable, and is met with more or less in almost all the Pathan and Moghul
Buildfags!

Datailed drawings of the jili screens enclosing the sides of the pavilions are
givenon Plate CL. Like other jili work the designs were first pointed on to the slabs
of red sand-stone, and then punctured ont, In the event of & flaw being found in the
stone’it would be rejected and a fresh one commenced, save in the case of very large
and nearly comploted slabs, when it would be pieced, butin so skilful a way as almost
to defy detection.

The tops of the exterior walls around the palace (Plate LX) (which. it will be
remembered, are only screen walls affording privacy to the promenades formed over
the eorridors surrounding the quadrangle) are finished off with a crenellated cresting
(Fig. 1, Plate CIT), which imparts to the building a somewhat fort-like appearance.
The effect is not pleasing, though, as the cresting, being only 1-4" high, does not bear
a proper proportion to the height of the wall, which measures 32°'-0". Tt is not even
as high as the string-band (Fig. 2, Plate CII) midway between the cresting and the
plinth (Pig. 8, Plate OIT) along the bottom of the building. The string-band in
deaign is like the cresting slong the parapet. In bothinstances the tops of the merlons
between the crenellations are shaped like an Early English arch, surrounded by a
fiat raised horder in lieu of mouldings, stepped oub in courses at the bottom, which
unite under the centre of each crensllation and form a panel affer the shape of &
Groek cross.

In the centre of the merlonsalong the parapets raised dises with trefoil ends are
carved, and beneath those upon the string-band (Fig. 3) are triune leayes terminating
at the top in a feathery bell-shaped spray raised slightly from the surface of the wall.
The string courses project 4" from the face of the wall and are composed of wotia,
cavetlo, and oyma mon'dings. These are perfectly plain and uncarved, and, unlike
those along the interior facades facing the quadrangle within the palace, are worked in
red sand-stone instead of cement. The mouldings of the string-course under the
parspet are very coarse and badly worked and inferior to those beneath the string-
band running paraliel to it (Fig. 2, Plate CIT) along the centre of the wall, which owes
its effectiveness to the cavefto and seotia-lite moulding and the sharp shadows thrown
from the projecting horizontal bands above the latter and below the former. On the
north facade, Plate LX, the string-band is broken into sbruptly by & square headed
doorway leading from the first fioor of the palace on to the viaducl a few feet to
thie west of the Hawa Ma hal (Plate XOVII), connecting the palace with the zandnag
gardens (now in ruins) by the Water-works (see general plan of the remains
facing the title-page) and the upper part of the Hathi-P561.  From anexamination
of the rnins one eoneludes that the vinduet continued on from the zandna garden as
fur as the Hiran Minfr, or “ihe antelope tower," standing in wlhat are now
figlds, but in Akbar's time was & lake. The viaduct appears to have crossed from the
zandna garden in front of a large reservoir, forming a part of the Water-works,
to the north-east angle of the Hathi-I'61, and then for a short distance down the
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cast side of rond to au arched gatewny (now fallen) by the SanginBurj. It
crossed over the top of this to north-west side of the Sangin Burj, and from
‘thenee through a sereened passage built on the roof of the east side of the Karwiin-
sari to the Hiran MinAr. The extant portion of the viaduct leading from
Jodh Bai's palace to the zandna garden is earried on pointed archways (see Plate
C1, Part 1) and is enclosed on the sides by walls. At stated intervals the viaduct is

bﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂd' hy kiosks,
One side of the fifth kiosk, counting from the palace, is filled in with an excep-
tionally fine perforated red sandstone screen (Plate CILI)./ It probably formed no
part of the original design, and was hrought from some other part of the city sub-
sequently to the builiing of the viaduet and piaced in its present position by some
one who having an éye for the beantiful knew il would beseen to the best advantage
in the position we now find it, standing cut against the clear blue of an Eastern sky.
1t is the only simple of the kind in Fathpur Sikri, flowing tracery having come into
vogus at a later periol. The main lines of the teacery, although not so true as one
meets in Western art, are graceful and pleasing. and tend to show thal the scalptor
was not a slave to hard and fast rules, so detrimental to true art. Designs of this
sort as well as the geometrical jilie we saw in the Hawf Mahsl were in the first
instance traced ont on the stone itsell by & poinfer, and from this rough drawing the
mason matured his design, varying it here and fhere as his fancy led him. Tt is
very doudtful whether drawings, such as we use in the present day, were supplied,
each eraftsman knowing sufficient of the art to enable him to grasp and execute the
ideas of his master. In width the sereen is 5'-3}", the frame enclosing it 3§" thick,
and the tracery itself 21". Both sides are ornamented. TIn the centre is a small
panel, 1'-13" by 1'<64", enclosed in a goffered border 8" in width, The left side of the
panel is not quite in unison with the right, aod from its unfinished appearancs it is
probable that the slab cracked before completion and the mason feared to finish it,
lest the vibration from the chiselling should cause further and irretrievable injury.
Where the viaduct traverses the roadway leading to Bir Bal's house, it is
supported on two rows of square piers, surmounted by solid stone screens breast
high, These have been removed during recent yedrs, In order most likely that the
handsome fagade of Bir Bal's house might be seen to befter advantage from
Miriam's bouss, the Panch Mahal, & A portion of the original sereen
remains on the west side of 1he small doorway leading from the first floor of the palace
on fo the viaduct, and the sills info which the flag stones forming the screen were
fitted are still to be seen. Tle screen was 6'-8° high, and the stone stays into which
the flags were rebated were S4 by 6}, and were 4'-6" apart, the flags themselves
being 13" scross and 4 in thickness, The remaining porfion of the screen wall
enclosing the upper sides of the visduet, and extending from the north side of the
rondway as fur as the zandna garden, is composed of coarse rubble masonry coafed
both sides with cement 2" in thickness. Ithas a dingy, unfinished appearance, quite
out of keeping with the beautifal surroundings, and canses one to ask if it formed
any part of Akbar's vriginal design. The colonnade beneath the visduct where it
crossed the roadwsy going to Bir Bal's houso is made up of six bays. There aro
9
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four narrow omnes next the north wall of Jodh BAi’'s palace, the size of which i8
determined by the columnar arrangement of the Hawd Mahal, and succeeding
these are two broad ones. The interspaces between the columms, now open, were
closed with stone screens, with the exception of the first of the two broad bays
through which the road passes to Bir Bal's house, which was closed by a large
gate. The barrier thus made, effectually cut off and afforded privacy to the grounds
attached fo Queen Miriam's residence, and separated them from the open space
around Bir Bal’s house. By some it has been suggested that Bir Bal's house
was beyond the zandna precinets, but this was not the case. According to custom,
residences of any pretension had their own private gardens, although sometimes they
consisted only of & mere yard. One garden often led info another by a gateway, but
at the same time they could, at the will of the occupant, be shut off and be made
perfectly private. After a most careful examination it can hardly be doubied that
Bir Bal's residence was within the zandna quarters and not without ss contended
by some. There is every evidence to prove this, and although, as we saw in the
previous chapter when speaking of Bir Bal's house, it is now unenclosed by the
high walls common to zandnas, ample evidence remains to prove their former
existence, Amnother viaduet, a emall one, which was standing till within a few years
ago, led from the private hospital to the north-west corner of Bir Bal's house
(mentioned on page 8, Chapter I) to the gallery over the HAthi-Pol. It passed
on the roof of some low vaults (probably used as stabling) which projected from the
outer north wall enclosing the open space around Bir Bal's house to the top of an
arched gateway crossing the road leading down to the Hathi-P61and the Hiran
Mind r (see plan of the City, Plate 1, facing the title-page). From here it descended
by a stairease to the Water-works on the right hand side of the HAthi-P 61 road,
and from thence on the top of a eloister (since fallen) surrounding an open court,
between the Water-works and a reservoir on the eastof the Hathi-P 01, to the
gallery above it. It is much to be regretted that this passage, the enclosing walls
rownd Bir Bal's house, and the visducts between J6dh BAal's palace and Bir
Bal's house and that linking J6dh Bit’s palace fo the KEh wibgah werr ever
meddled with. They formed an essential part of the composition of the zandina
quarters and should on no account have been touched. If on the score of age they
were dangerous they might have been conserved, but they certainly should not have
been altogethir obliterated.
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