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REPORT
OF THE

COMMITTEE OF THE

Indian Mining Federation
For the year ¢nded 315t December 1964.

I. INTRODUCTION

In pursuance of the provision laid down in Article 14 of the
Articles of Associntion of the Indian Mining Federation, the
Committee of the Federation sibmitz herein to the members.
their Annual Repoit for the year ending 315t December, 196,

A, Tue Comaorrer

The Executive Commirtee for the year 1969 was elected
at the Aunual General Meeting of the Federation held on
19 March 1969, The Committer was constituted as under:

A. Ereerep srost Memsers or Catecony ‘A’
to Sri M. Sen Gupta (Messrs, East Bokaro Colliery),

Sri Sudhindranath Mukherjee (Messrs, Palasis Colliery).

a

3 S Subhendranath  Mookherjer  (Messre. Royal
Kusunda. Colliery),
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B, Erecrsn #ros Mesmers o Careconars 'B° & 'C'

1. Sri B. 1. Sharma (Messrs. Moira;, Samla Manderboni
and Khas Badjna Collieries).

2. Sri B. S. Shethia (Moesss. New Sargram and New
Majri Collieries).
4. Sri Babulal M. Varma (Messrs. Bastacolla Colliery).

& St Dev Coomar Singhi (Messrs. The Jhagrakhand
Collieries Private Lrdi),

Sri H. N. Mookherjee (Messrs: Lower Kenda Colliery).

6. Laly Inder Mobian Thapar {Messrs, Bhowra, Pootkes,
Amlabad, Kankanee, Badjna. Madhuband, Kamp-
ree, Real Jambad, Central Sounda and New
Terurya Collienies).

=

7. 8 J € Womh (Messts, Semira Bansjora, East
Nimeha, Kendwadih, Madhujore and Angarpathra
‘Callierics),

8, Sri Manmohon Kakar (Messrs. Ramnagar and Rajhara
Collieries).

g, Sri Nathuul Bhuwalka (Messis. Kajorm Selecred
Colliery).

vo, Sri Nirmal Kumar Jain (Messrs. Chapui Khas and
Maheshpur Collierics).

r1, St P K. Nag (Messrs. East Barsboni and Nag's
Kajera Jambad Collieriesl.

i+, Sti Prtamlal A Chanchani (Messrs, Centmal & Lower
* Jambad, Haripur, New Damagoria. East Basuria.
Jambad Kajora, Pure Kajora, Sitlpur, East Siralpur

and Porascole Collieries).
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13 S 5 B, Goenka [Mz‘ssm. Selecied Kajora Jambad
Colliery).

14 S S, D Neotia (Messre. Samla-Chatrrisgonds, Kendra,
Ramnugar and Jaipuria Kajora Collicrics).

15. Sl 8. K. Sarnogl (Messrs, Gonshadil, Alkusa Sauth,
Burragarh and Kustore Collierics).

16. 8ri Sriram Goenka (Messrs: Sri Amritnagar Selected
Colliery).

17. S V., K. Poddar (Messrs. Parssea, South Parasea and
Krishnanagar Collicrics),

In pursuance of the provizion of Article 26 (i), Sri
Mulchand C. Parckh and Sri Khagendranath Dutt were co-
opted as members of the Exccurive Committee.

Sri 5, N. Mullick was coopted as a member of the Exe-
cutive Committee for the year 1969 to fill the vacancy caused
by the death of S M. Sen Gupta.

At a mecting of the Commitee held on 24 March 1469 the
following were nominated as President and Honorary Sccre-
tary of the Raniganj Brunch Exceutive and as such became
oxafficio members of the Commitree -

1. Ramiganf Branch Executive :

Sri. N. B. Lall Singha: President.
St Dhajudhari Mondal, Honorary Secretary.

At w meeting of the Committes held oy t7 Apnl 196g.
Sri Dinendranath Dash was nominared as Honorary Scerctary
of the Jharia Branch Executive and ps such became ex-officio
member of the Commirree.



(4 )

During the year under review the Committee of the
Federation held twentyone Ordinary Meetings and nine
Fxigency Meetings as against twentyfour Ordinary Meetings
and nine Exigency Meetings held in 1968

The Federation issued 210 circulars to its members during
the vear tmder review as against 263 in 1968, In addition to
above it issued 120 circolars o its Committee Members as
against 436 circulars in 1968,

B. Erecrion or Owvrice Bearers:

At an Ordinary Meeting of the newly-elecred Committee
held on 24 March 1969, Sri V., K. Poddar, Sri H. N,
Mookhesjee and Sri P. K. Nag were reslected Chairman,
Vice-Chairman and Jr. ViceChairmin respectively of the
Federation: for the year 1g6g.

C. Brasot Execumives axo Coavreen Covmurress:

At the Ordinary Mecting of the Committee held on
17 Apnil 1969, the following Branch Exceutives and Coalfield
Committees were comstituted for the year 196g:

1. tharig Branch Execitive @

S J. 5. Grewal, Member.
Sri S, K. Palic.

Sri 5, 8. Mukherjer,

Sr Subbendranath Mookherjee,
Sri P. (. Mukherjce,

Sri §. 1. Bagda,

Sri Shyameundar Kejriwal,

Sri Dinendranath Dash, Honorary Secretary,

Ll
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2. [Jharia Coalficld Committee ;

Sri B, N. Dash, Member.
5ri §. N. Dose, "
Sri Sankar Jopar. "
Sr B. N. Bagchi "
Sri Chandra Kanta Worah, -
Sri Shyamsundar Kejriwal, »
Sn 5. K. Samanta, -
Sri B. M. Agarwalls, ”
Thakur Rammun Singh, ”
Sri A, Mewar, .,
8ri J. R. Sharma, =
Sri Bogilal Shah, "
Sri A, B. Gupm, "

Sri N. N. Banerjee, "
Sri Dincndranath Dash, Honorary Secretary.

3. Ramganj Branch Exeoutive :

Sri N, B. Lall Singha, President
Sri R. Biswas, Member.
Sri P. 8. Lall Singha, "
Sri Pundarikakshya Mondal, .
Sri B. 8. Gupm. -
Sri T. D. Tripathi, "
Sri R. B. Bansal, "
Sri Jabban Singh, "

Sri Dhajadhari Mondal, Honorary Scerctary.
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4 Ramganj Coulfield Committer ; .

S D. P. Swaika, Member.
Sri Mansuklal T. Pathak,

Sri 8. M. Goenka, .
Sri 8. . Mukherjee. =
Sa P. R. Ghosh, i
Sri R. G. Bidasaria, -
Sri B, Mism, -
Sri 85, N. Misra, .
Sri Sujir Nag, @
Sri M. L. Goenka, .
8ri . N, Gupta, -]
Sri M. H. Jaghani, "
Sri G. D. Parmar,

8ri 1, M. Samanta, :
5ri Sitaram Bbuwalka, ¢
Sri B D, Jindal, =
S H. D. Roy, 2

Sri N. L. Kishan,

Sri A. P, Sharma,

St R. C. Patel, i

Sri K. [ Chanchani, w

Sri P. N. Chaturvedi, ;

Sri Dhajadhari Mondal, Honorary Secretary,

5. Mugma-Barakar Coalficld Commitiee :

5ri Do Maondal, Peeident 4
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Sri 8, K. Palir, Member
Sri N. Banerjee, "
Sri Sudhindranarh Mukherjee, i
Sri Hansmukh Chanchani, -
Sri Haris Chandra Saini, 5
sri s. K. Roy, -
Sri- R. N. Mondal, -
Sn B. D, Parhak, "
Sri B. N, Mukherjee, Honorary Secretary.

6. Katras Coalfield Commitice :

Sh 8. L. Bagda, President.
Sri Rasiklal Pathak, Member
Sri V. M. Ruparalia, "
Sri K, R. Durt, "
Sri N. Mukherjee, Honorary Secretary.

7. Pench & Chanda Coalficld Committee ;:

Sri Jamnadas Daga, President
Rai Bahadur Seth Shreeram Durgaprosad, Member
$ri Upen Chanchani, -
i M. R. Trivedi, "
Sri D. L. Khanjade, =
Sri S. Balagopal, Honorary Secretary.

8 Korea & Rewa Coalficld Committee :

ﬁ\ Sri K. N. Srivastava, President
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Sri K. C. Jain, Member
-8ri R. S, Gulat, i
Sri D. P. Agarwalla, Honorary Secretary.

D, suB-COMMITTES :

The following Sub-Commitees were constituted from
time to time during the year to deal with the subjects noted
against them:

(a) Sub.Commitle to lake mnecessary action in the
Retrenchment  Compensation in the event of
Closure of Mmnes:

§ri V. K. Poddar,

Sti H. N. Mookberjee,
Sri P, K. Nag,

St M. C Parckh,

Sri 8. B. Goenka,

Sri B. & Shethia,

=L, S -

{b) SubCommittee to consider the proposed Sympo-
sium on the Coal Mining Industry :

‘1. S V. K. Poddar,

2. Sri H. N. Mookherjee,
3 S P. K. Nag,

4 SrA M C Parekh,

5 Sri 8. B. Goenka,

6. Sri B. S Shethia,
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() SubCommittee to consider the Royalty on Coal on
Tonnage Basis:

Sni V. K. Poddar,

Sri H. N. Mockherjee,
Sri P. K. Nag,

Sri M. C. Parckh,

Sri B. M. Varma,

Sri Manmohan Kakar

S e L B -

The Committee constituted the following permanent sub-
<ommittees to consider the problems noted against each:

1. Sub-Committee on Future Planning, Finances &
Admumstrative matter :

. S V. K Poddar, Chairman—Convener.
Sri S, B. Goenka,

Sni Babulal M. Varma,

Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani,

Sri K. N. Dur,

Sri B. 8 Sherhia,

Sri M, M. Kakar,

Sti 5. K. Saraogi.

Sri ). C. Worah,

to. Sri Sriram Goenka:

T

‘& oSt

I1. SubCommittee on Matters pertaining to Transport
and State of Wesi Bengal (Royalty, Law & Order,
Mining Leases, Taxes, elc.):

1. Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani—Convener,
2. 5ri 5. B. Goenka,
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3- Sr Babulal M. Varma,
4 Sri K N. Durr,

§. Sn Stiram Goenka:

6. Sti . C. Singhi,

7. Sri M. C. Parckh,

111, Sub-Commitice on Coking Coal & Malters: pertain.
tng to State of Bihar:

1. Sri 8. K. Saraogi Convener,
2. S¢i 1. M. Thapar or his nominee,

3. Sri Babulal M. Varma,

4 Sr Prnimamlal A. Chanchani,

& Sn ]. & Womah.

V. SubCommittee on Matters pertaining to Problems
relating to Outlying Coalfields & States of Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashiva :

1. Sri M. M. Kakar Convener,
2. Sr B. 8 Sherhia

3 S D. C. Singhi,

4 Sr B, D. Sharma.

5. Sri ]. C. Womh,

V. Sub-Committee on Labour Laws and Welfare :

1: S Ko N Dun Convener,
2. S N, B. Lall Singha,

3 S Mulchand C. Parekh,

4+ Sri 8 B, Goenka.



)

5. Sn 8. N Mullick,
6. So B. I Sharma,
7. Sri ]. S. Grewal,

8 S P. N. Chanuvedi

Vi. SubCommitice on Financlal Laws, Taxation &
Levies:

8 B. S, Shethia Convenet,

5ri S. B. Goenka,

Sri M. C. Parekh,

Sri 8. K, Saraogl

Sri K. N. Jain,

Sri . R, Mahadeévan.

el i ST R

vil. Sub-Committee on Matters pertaining to Coal Board
and Coal Controller’s Organization !

1. Sri H. N. Mookherjee, Vice-Chairmin—
Convener,.

2. Sri Mulchand C. Parekh,

3. Sri 5. B, Goenka,

4 Sri Pritamial A. Chanchani,
5. Sri K. N. Dutt,

6. Sn Srimmm Goenka,

7. Sri R. K. Dabriwalls.

Vill. Sub-Committee on Activising & Liason with Field'
Conmmittees
1. Sri P K. Nag, Jr. ViceChairman—
Convener,.

2. Sri D. Mondal,
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3. Sn DN, Dash,
4. Sri Sudhindranath Mukherjee,
5 Sn Vijay Shethin.

IX. SubCommittes on Soft Coke and Hard Coke :

1. Sri Subbendranath Mookherjee—
Convener,
3. Sri Dhajadhari Mondal,

3. S D. N. Dash,

X. SubCommitiee on Market Rescarch & Promotion -

1. Sn Sriram Gocnka Convener,
Sri B. M, Varma,

Sti Sudhindranath Mukherjee,

S5ri M. M. Kakar,

Sri Vijay Shethia,

S M. 1) Varma,

Sri B. P. Doshi

oy o

bt |
-

X1, Sub-Commitiee o Miming Lasws & Tochnical
Matters :

1. Sri S, N, Mullick Couvener,
2. 8r ], § Grewal,

3 Sn [abban Singh,

4 S R. K. Goenka,

5 S R C Patel.

6. Sn R Biswas
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E. Feperatiox’s ReppesentaTives on CosmartTees

axn Puniic Bobres

RErRESENTATION

During the period covered hy this Report, the following
members represented the Federation on the  various Com-
mittees and public bodies mentioned against their names:

1

b
5

Ly

Asansol Mnes Board oj Health ;
Sri . N. Mookherjee,
Sri N. B, Lall Singha.

Asansol Planmng Orgarization :  Roads Commitiee :

Sri Pritamial A, Chanchani.

Asansol Leprosy Rehef AssoctationCentral  Leprosy
Board ;

Sri T, P. Singh,

‘Advisory Committee on Strwing :

Lala I. M. Thapar.

Advisory Committee for the Coal Survey Stations
under the Central Fuel Rescarch Inshitute :

(i) Coal Survey Station. Raniganj—Sri S. N, Mullick.
(i) Coal Survey Station, Jharia—Sri N. Mukherjee.

(i) Coal Survey Station, Ranchi—Lala Dharam Vir
Dhir.

(ivi Coal Survey Station, Bilaspur—Sri K. N.
Srivastavi
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4o,

Ir.

.

3
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(v]' Coal Survey Station, Nagpur—Sri Raj Sarar.
(vi) Coal Survey Station. Jorhar—Sri S N, Mullick,
Alllndia Organization of Employers ;.
Sri Nirmal Kumar Jain.

Allocation of Coking Coal for Steel Plants and
Wisheries ; Standing: Commitiee :

Josni Working Commilies’s representative :

Lala Inder Mohan Thapar,

i 8 K Ermngi——ﬂ!mmmc Membir,

‘Bihur State India Productivity Year tofitt Committee,

Parmi :
Sri Pritamlal A, Chanchani.

- Bihar. (Jharia & Mugma) Coalfield Sub-Committee »

Sri Ni Mukherjee,

Bourd of Examitiers unider the Bailer Awtesnrdanis’ Rule
Sri 8. N. Mullick,

Board of Mining Engineering under the State Conned
for Engmeering and  Technical Education, West
Bengal P

5 V. K. Poddar.

Coal Advisory Council :
Sri V. K. Poddar,

Coal Advisory Coungil Sfﬂ'ﬁ&ﬁlg‘ Commities ;
Sri V. K. Poddar,



e
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i,

8.

(e
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Coal Advisory Council: Commitice on Transport &
Distribunion :

Sri Pritamlal A, Chanchani.
Coal Adwisory Council : Committee on Productivity
and Modermzation of Mmes :

Sri 8. N. Mullick.
Coal Mines Labour Welfare Fund Advisory Com-
muitee, Dhanbad :

Sri N. B. Lall Singha.
Coal Mines Labowr Welfare Fund Advisory Com-
mittoe ;  Coalfield SubCommitiee for Chanda &

Kampiee Arca (Maharashira Coalficld
Sub-Comnuttee) :

Jomt Working Commiltce’s representative ;
5ti 8. L. Dagan—Principal representative.
Sﬁ. G‘. Slijﬁ‘-‘mn'—'ﬂlmtf s

Coal Mmnes Provident Fund—Board of Trustees :
Sri- 8. K. Samogi,

Cement Distribution Committee ;
Sri V. K. Poddar,

Central' Hostel Commitiee for Garakhpur and other
Labour :

Sri N. B, Lall Singha.

Coal Mines Labowr Housing Board ;
8ri Pritamlal A. Chanchaini,
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az. Committee for Employment in Mines (Manganese,

33

25

Gypsum, Barytes and Bouxite) :
Sri Dev Coomar Singhi.
Dhanbad & District Leprosy Relief Association :
Sri A. C. Banerjee
Divisional Ruoilway Users' Conziltatrve  Commuilee,

Dhinbad :
Sri J. 8. Grewal.

Disasional Railway Users' Consultative Commitiee,
Adra ;

Sri S B. Goenka.

Divisionul Rallway Users’ Cansultative Commutice,
Bilaspur :

Sri Dev Coomar Singhi.

. District Committes i Employment, Dhanbad :

Sri N. Mukherjee.

Eustern Rutilway Zonal Railway Users' Comsullative.
Compritiee :
Sri 8. B. Gocenka
Employment Advisory Commities for the Coalfiald
Employment Exchange at Raniganj & Siarampur
Sri Dhajadhari Mondal,

30. Employment Aduvisory Commtitice, Dharthad :

Sri Subliendrunath Mookherjee.
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Explosives Commulties ;
Sri P. K. Nag:

General Commstiee of the Asansol Health and Baby
Welfare Society :
Sri M. N. Data,

Gorakhpur Labour Computtee
Sri Dev Coomar Singhi.

Hospatal Commitiee for the Central Hospital, Asansol

and Regional Hospital, Chora and T. B. Chnic,
Searsole ;

Sri N, B. Lall Singha,
Hospital Committee, Dhanbad, R::gmnai' Hasplmh‘
Tisra, Katras and the T. B. Clinte, Katras ;

Sri Dinendranath Dhish.

Indian School of Mines Society, Dhanbad :
Sri 8. N. Mulhick.

Indian Standards Institution :

(a) Explosives and Pyrotechnics Sectional Commillee,
CDC sr:

Sri S N. Mullick.
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() Compasition of Terminology and Classification of
Coal Sub-Lommittee, COC 14 - 4 :

Sri S, N, Mullick,

f¢) Composition of Panel for Tracing Cloth,
CETDC 3:P4:

Sri 8, N, Mullick.

Impore Licence Screening Committee :
Sri B. €. Shah,

Jhatia Telephone Advisory Committee :
Si Pritnmlal A, Chanchani,

Joint Planning Wing of Heavy Engineering Corpora-
tion Lid. and Coal Mining Machinery Plant :
Joint Working Committee’s representative :

Sri 5. N, Mullick.

Joint Purchase Advisory Committee for the Supply
of Footwear to the Colliery Workers :

Sri B. §. Shethia,

Local  Committee for Workers' Education in the
Region of Asansol ; :

Sri H. N. Mookherjee.

al
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Madhya Pradesh Coalfield Sub-Committec ;

Sri D, Di Di‘.ddm

Mineral Advisory Board :

Sri V. K, Poddar.

. Mining Board for West Bengal and Assam :

Sri B. N. Banerjec.

Mining Education Advisory Board for West Bengal:

Sri 5. N, Mullick,

Narional Council for Safety in Mines ;

Sri 8. N. Mullick.

Pore Import Advisory Commitiee ;

Sri J. K. Jain,

Ruilays and Collienies .ddtﬁ-'nry Board, Dhanbad :

§ri Dinendranath Dash,

Sri Krishan ). Chanchani.

Sri Subhendranath Mookherjee.
Sei M. N. Datta.
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Standing Commitice on Raw Maererials for the Stecl
Industry ;

Lala Inder Mohan Thapar.
State Apprenticeship Council, West Bengal
Sri M. Das.

Sk John  Ambulance Association, Dhanbad-fharia
Coalfield Centve, Dhanbad

Sri. Subhendranath Mookherjee,

Stuily Group to evolee a procedure for Joine Sampling
of coal ur destination :

Lala Inder Mohan Thapar.

Technical Committee on Verification of Coul Tubs by
Weights and Mcasures Inspectors ;

Sri Babulal M. Varma.

Teupartite Committee to go tnio all aspecrs of Supply
of Proteciive Footwear to Workers employed in Coal
Mines ;

Sri S, N, Mullick.

West Bengal Coalficlds Sub-Compritee :
Sri S. B. Goenka.

West Bengal State Industrial Peace Connuittee for
the Industricl Area of the District of Burdwan -

Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani.
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a. Coar Mmxes Lavovsn Weirare Fuoxo Aovisouy Cosparmree

S N. B, Lall Singha continued to represent the Federa-
tion on the above Committes, the report on the activities

of which for the year 196g, as received trom him; is given
below :

The year 1969 was the Silver Jubilee year of the Coal
Mines Welfare Organization which celebrated its Jubilee in
a modest manner. The Celebrations: were inaugurated by
Shri Jaisukh-dal Fathi, Union Minister for Labour, Employ-
ment and Rehabilitation, on 8th January 1969 when be per-
formed the foundation stonelaying ceremony of the additio-
nil 100 bedded wing for children; muternity and isolation
casey artached o the Central Hospital, Dhanbad, built @t a
cost af Re 525 lakhs, with a recurring expenditure of about
Rs. 4 lakhs per annum.

Only two meetings of the Advisory Committee were held
during the year.

During the period under report the Organization speri-
ally concentrated upon warter supply schemes 50 as 1o meet
the basic nestd of the colliery workers.

A short review of the activities of the Organization ander
its' various schemes is given below:—

BunicET ESTIMATES !

As regards the budger estimates, the Committee approyed
of the revived esimates for 19670 1 the extem of the
sanctioned amount of Rs. 34081 lakhe out of the Genernl
Welfare Account and Rs, 18171 lnkhe on account of housing.
The Committee also approved the Budget Estimates for
1970-71 and recommended a tatal expenditure of Re 37032
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lakhs from the General Welfare Account and Rs, 17240
lakhs from the Housing Account. Taking into account the
financial situadon of the Fund, pardcularly thar of the
General Welfare Account, the Committiee decided 1o set up
a Special Committee of & persans, with Coal Mines Welfare
Commissioner as its Chairman, to go into the various aspects
of the management of financial resources of the Fund and
make suirahle recommendations to show how best the Fund
should conduct its affairs in future paying special attention
to such economies which must be achieved. The Special
Committee was o submit its report within sixty days of i
being constitured.

Mepicar FACILITIES §

Al the medical institutions established by the Organi-
zation continued 1o function satisfactorily. The OPD. of
the Regional Hospital. Ramagundam, started function during
the year and artempis were being made to start the indoor
department of the hospital very soon, Proposals for improve-
ments of some of the departments of the Central Hospital,
Dhanbad, such as pathology, radiology, eye and ENT,
anacsthesia and O etc. also remained under examination,

| for air-conditioning the Operation Theatre Block
of Central Hospital, Kalla, Asansol, was approved. A token
provision was made in the budget estimates for 1g70-7¢ for
coustruction of a Cancer Block ar Central Hospital, Kalla,
Asansol, A sum of Rs, 4o000/- only as recommended by
the Finance Sub-Committee was approved for providing anto-
matic main-failure generating ser for Cenwral Hospital, Kalla
Asansol, A proposal for supply of specracles and dentures
free of cost for the use of the coal miners, who were involved
in aeddents in mines, from the Coal Mines Labour Welfare
Fund was approved.
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A Special Committee was farmed to consider the proposai
for gradual expansion of the capacity of two Central Hospital
at Dhanbad and Asansol to the proposed 800 beds according
to the phased programme of the Master Plan and 1o keep in
abeyance construction of more Central Hospitals in the light
of this development.

Dusing the Jast financial year ended in March 1969 ahout
27000 patients and about 124,000 patients got indoor and out-
‘door treatment at each of the Central Hospitals at Dhanbad
and Asansol

The Advisory Committee also considered the policy in
regard to setting up more regional hospitals in coalficld arcas
and for expansion of existing medical instirutions and decided
that the aforessid Sub-Committee should go into details and
submir its recommendations in this regard to the Committee.

The Committee considered the proposal for extension of
free-medical facilities 1o the colliery employecs getting a pay
upto Rs. 730/- per month from the medical institutions of
the Fund and appointed a Sub-Committee fo go into the
matter and sce thar persons who used 1o get the benefits before
the Wage Board award were not deprived of the facilities
and, if =0, the ceiling limit should be raised.

FAMILY PLANNING:

Extensive propaganda for making people aware of the
need for family planning was one of the most important
activities of the family planning department of the Organiza-
tion, The family planning unit arranged mass and group
meetings in order 1o educate people about the advanmages of
family planning. Lectures and film shows on family planning
works were also arranged at different collicries all over the
conlfield arems. Vasectomy camps were also organized at
different collieries all over the coalficld arcas.
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Free advice on family plamming continued to be given
and contraceptives supplied free of cost 0 all colliery workers
at the Fund's Medical Institutions, Some urban and rural
family planning clinics were also opened. The scheme for
payment of grantsin-aid to colliery owners for family plann-
ing work continued to function.

[n order to assess the work done on family planning n
team of officers, consisting of Dr. H. P. Banerjee, Asst. Com.
missioner (F.P) of the Government of India, De, N, K. Basu,
Regional Director, Family Planning Easrern Zone, Caleutra,
and Dr. A. K. Deb, Addl. Director of Health Services (F.P)
of Government of West Bengal, visited the colliery areas in
the Raniganj Coalfield and were very much impressed by the
work done in this regard. The team also made certain sug-
gestions for opening a few more wellequipped Family
Planning Units in these areas.

AxTamaLania secTion: Spraying & Filaria Survey:

The Anti-Malaria Section of the Organization continued
ite work throughout the year m the form ‘of spraying of wall
surface, clean weeding, drainage and diling cte.  Blood smears
of fever cases were collected in different coalfields and
examined to study the degree of parasitamin

Filania  Swrvey : Antilarval work 1o prevent culicine
hreedings in the form of clean weeding, drainage and oiling
was carried out all over the coalficld areas as usual,

T. B. FaciLimies:

The Domiciliary T.B. trearment scheme which was in-
troduced in all the coalfields in the country was working
satisfacorily. A rtowal number of 1295 seuts have been pro-
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vided under the scheme and a tomal number of nearly 2500
new patients are gerting the advantage of the scheme annually,

The scheme of payment of subsistence allowance 1o
dependents of T. B, patiens. who were undergoing treatment
in the beds provided for and reserved by the Fund, conrinued
to funcrdom,

Tnder the ahove two schemes subsistence allowance was
sanctioned to 3 tomal number of 666 cases upto june 1960

WATER-SUPPLY SCHEME ;

In order 1o solve the drinking water problem in the coal-
fields, the Coal Mines Welfare Organization §s giving subsidy

to the colliery owners for watersupply schemes and sinking
surface wells,

A bricf review of the watersupply schemes in the coal-
Tields is given below:

{a) Damopsn re-orcaszamox scueme: This scheme
estimated to cost Rs. 75 lakhs has been raken up for implemen-
tation by the Jharia Water Board with substantial financial
assistance from the Coal Mines Welfare Fund. Almost all the
collieries in the Jharia Coalfield will be covered by this scheme.
Our of the estimated cost of Re. 75 lakhs the Coal Mines Wel-
fare Organization has offered to pay a sum of Rs. 40.37,500
by way of the grantsin-aid and Rs. 14.62,500 by way of loan
to the Jharia Water Board for implementation of the above
scheme. So far the Organization has paid to the Jharia
Water Board a sum of Rs, 2086,000/-in the shape of grants-
in-aid and Rs. 12 lakhs in the shape of Joan, The scheme was
reported to have been compleated to the extent of 45%.
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(1) WATER-SUFPLY SCHEME AT SOUTH KARANPURA GROUP
OF COLLIERTES.

A scheme prepared by the Narional Coal lk\réluimnt
Corporation Ltd. for their South Karanpura group of collicries
was completed by the colliery management,

(¢) WATER SUPPLY SCHEME AT LAIKDUL DEEP COLLIERY.

A schemie prepared by M/s. Andrew Yule & Co. for their
Chanch Colliery was completed.

(d) INTEGRATED WATEM SUPPLY SCHEME FOR RANIGAN] COALFIELD.

A scheme estimated to cost Rs. 35400000/~ (for the st
part of the scheme) for supply of water to collieries in the
Raniganj Coalfield as prepared by the Government of West
Bengal has been considered by the Coal Mines Welfare
Organization and a sum of Rs 6o laklis was paid to them
towards its implementarion, The scheme was reported to
have been completed to the extent of 607

(€) WATER-SUPPLY SCHEME OF M/S. SHAW WALLACE &
0, LT, OF PENCH VALLEY COALFIELD,

‘This Scheme is for Rs, 352632/~ The schieme has heen
completed. A sum of Rs. 1.48,561/- was paid to the colliery
company. The company has submirted & supplementary
claim for Re, 2,16,024/- for extension of the scheme. A sum
of Rs. 47000/- was paid 1o the colliery for an extended
scheme of water supply.
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(£) INTEGRATED WATER-SUPILY SCHEME AT BANKL SURA
EACHAR, EOHEA & SISRAMITUK

The National Coal Development Corporation: have sub-
mitted  the scheme  estimated 1o cost Re 55 lokhs. The
scheme was complered.

(g) WATERSUPILY SCHEME AT EUTHAGUDIUM COLLIERIES.

M/s. Singareni Colleries. Co. Ltd, have submitted
Rs, 3.58000/- representing 20% of the estimated cost was
sancrioned and paid w the wolliery co.

(i) Water-supply scheme at Belompalls

M/s. Singareni Colliery Co. have submitted the scheme
estimated to cost Rs. 486430/~ The scheme was under
scTufiny.

{ii} In addition ro the above scheme, the following emer-
gency water-supply schemes submitted by M/s, Bird & Co.
have been approved and 25%, of the estimared cost of each
of the schemes was paid to colliery co.:—

(a) Mudidih Collicry estimated 1o cost Rs. 98,703/
(b Ka'rms Colliery estimated to cost Rs. 86,773.45
(¢) Loyasbad Colliery estimated to cost Rs, 27.63778
(d) Saltore Colliery esrimated to cost Rs. 32.584.06
(¢) Saunda Colliery estimated to cost Rs. 66.765.77

(i) Besides the above, the following watersupply schemes
were completed and payment already made by way of finan-
cial assistance from the organizaion as admissible: —

(a) Integrated  Warersupply Scheme Bokaro Kargali of
M/s. N.C.DC Ltd. estimated to cost Rs. 39 lakhs.
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(b) Water Supply Scheme at Sitalpur Colliery of M/s.
Aundrew Yule & Co. Ludi estimated to  cost of
Re. 1,335,000/

() Water Supply Scheme ac Poniati Group of Collieries
of M/s; Andrew Yule & Co. Lidi estimated to cost

(d) Water Supply Scheme at Moim Colliery of Mys.
Western  Bengal Coalficld  Lud.  estimared to cost
Rs. 78,000/

(¢) Water Supply Scheme at Chinakuri & Parbelia sub-
mitted by M{s. Andrew Yule & Co. has been com-
pleted.

(iv) SiNKING OF WELLS o8 50% SUBSIDY pAsis

So far 428 wells under the scheme were sanctioned for
<mstruction at different collieries, our of which 180 wells
were completed nnd the remaining wells were under construc
tion,

The Commirtee also considered the proposal for payment
of subsidies for water supply schemes at Parhielin Colliery
helonging to Andrew Yule & Co, Ltd, and approved it sub-
j=t to the condition that the Coal Mines Welfare Commis-
sioncr- or his representative would in future make a periodi-
tal check up on all such schemes, Payment of subsidies for
water supply schemes ar a few more collicrics in Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal and Jharin  Coalfields was  alen
approved

Envcammonar axp Recreaniosar Faciorries:

In the year under report, 62 Multipurpose Institurcs, 64
‘Women Welfare Centres, 66 Aduls Education Centres anid 103
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Feeder Adult Education Centres continued 10 funcdon as
usual in various pare of different coalfields. Cinema shows
and other variety entertamments at all rthese centres also
remamed in operation. A total number of g21 male workers
became literate up to the quarter ending June, 1969.

Canprex's Epveation ALLOWANCE:

Government sanction was received for the continuance
of the scheme for grant of Children’s Education’ Allowance w
Secondary and Higher Sccondary Schools during the year
19670, The expenditure on this account is not 10 exceed
R= 10000=00 per annun.

Runnine oF Seecian Traiss ror: Excunsios-cuM-STony
Toui o Corvepy Wourese:

Government sanction was received for incurring a non-
recurring  expenditure not  exceeding Rs, 1o01,000=00 for
runming two special trains—one to the North and the other
w the South during the year 1gfgyo for Bharat Darshan
Tour of Colliery workers,

The rath Bharat Darshan Yatra Special Train carrying
a party of 510 workers from coal, mica and iron ore mines
steamed off from the V.LP, Platfform of Dhanbad Rly.
Station on the 6th September 1969, The train visited the
places of histarical and religious importance such as Var-
nasi; Laucknow, Hardwar, Amritsar, Nangal, New Delhi,
Mathura, Agra, Jalgaon, Bombay and Allahabad.

Owing. to the tight financial position of the Orguniza
tion the special train to South India for miners on 27.12.69

was postponed.
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Lo, Mines Fatat AvD SEriovs ACCIBENT SCHEME:

Under the Coal Mines Fatal and Serious Accident Benehie
Scheme, lump sum grants and monthly allowance to the
widows of the decensed workers and scholarships 10 the school
going children of the victims are paid. In the year under
report, up to the month of September 1969 sanction for the
payment of grant/scholarship was accorded 1o the dependents
of deceased workers as noted below:—

In 8 cases in January, 196

In 14 cases in February sond March, 1969
In 18 cases in April, 1069

In 7 cades in May, 1o,

In 3 ciser in June, 1g6q. -
In 17 cases in July, 1960.

In 1t cases in August, 1960,

In 8 capes in September, 1969,

In = enses 1 October, 1960,

In 15 cases in November, 196g

In addition to the above, a monthly scholarship of the
wvalue of Rs, 1of- pm. was also sanctioned to school-going
children of the decensed workers from the. date of accident
1ill T /she attained the age of 15 years or was married which-
ever eatlier subject 1o the condition that the beneficiary con-
tinued 10 atrend the school diring this period and showed
satisfactory progrese.

Co-oPERATIVE MOVEMENT:
During rthe year ended on the 315t March, 1669 the wtal

paid-up share capital, working capital and turnover of the
wle of controlled and non-controlled commodities of the 12
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Wholesale/Central Cooperative Stores of the culliery workeis
sponsored by the Coal Mines Welfare Organization was arx
under:—

{a) Share capital—Rs, 37.19 lakhs
(by Working capital—Rs. 126,58 lakhs.
(c) Turnover of sale proceeds—Rs. 442.45 Iakhs.

In order w give highest importance to the mobilization
of the purchasing power of the Consumers’ Cooperatives and
the promotion of the agricultural industry during the 4th

Five-Year Plan, the Mmulry of Food and Agriculture, Com-
munity Development and Co-operation had recommended the
creation of an “Inventory Losses Fund” by the Smate Coope-
rative Federations of the Wholesale Central Consumers” Co-
operative Store 1o safeguard against losses arising our of sale
of agricultural commoditics. Necessary action to create such
a fund for Consumery’ Co-operative sponsored by the Organi-
zation was taken,

Houvsixe:

To tackle the housing problems in the coalficlds arcas,
the Organization has taken up a number of housing scheme.
The progress of the differens schemes was as under:

Targer. No. com- Noo under
pletedd.  construction.
1. New Housing Scheme. 4816z 34013 4036
2. Low Cost Housing.
housed 20000  15119(H) 4147 (H)
barmacks 417 115(B) &4 (B)
% Build Your Own House
Scheme. 1000 g9 5
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Besides the above, the cases for construction of houses
.under the township scheme of the Organization are umder
consideration ar the following collierice:

1. Bargolsi Colliery in Assam Coalficld—
_ 250 houses
2. Nunidih and Gharkachar Colliery—
200 W

A further propesal for construction of houses under the
scheme ar Kapnria and Babupeth is also under consideration.

GAMES AND SPORTS:

The amounts noted below were ganctioned for organizing
coalfields sports during the year 1969-70:

(a) Chanda coalficld Rs  2500.00
() Pench Valley ,, Rs. 400000
(c) Korea - Rs. 6550.00
(d) V. P . Rs, 6000.00
(e) &, P - Rs, 1z000.00
() Jharia ~ Rs. 18000.00
(g} Raniganj - Rs. 18000.00
(h) Sambalpur &
Talcher coalficlds Rs. 200000 cach
(i) Bokaro and Ramgarh-
Karanpura .. Rs. 330000 each
(i) Giridih = Re. 100000
(k) Assam 1 Rs. 200000

In addirion, a sum of Rs. 2350/- was sanctioned  for
otganizing spors during 196950 ar Umrer, Singarauli,
Ghoradangni, Kamptee, Barnd, Domnara and Korba collie-
ries,
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Armangements for holding the AllIndia Coalficld F
ball Tournament were made ar Central Squnda Colliery in tl'u:
Hazaribagh coalfield, The Karam Chand Thapar collieries
will act as hosts and the rourpament will be held in the

month of February i1g70.

In the state of M.P. zonal sports were also organized
ar collienies in different regions.

b, Asaxsores Mmves Boaxn or Hearm

Shri N, B. Lali Singha continued to represemt the Fede
ration on the above Boand diuring the year 196G, a report
on the activities of which as received from him, is given
below ;

Shri G. 8. Banerjec. LAS. Districr Magimrate. Burdwan
remained Chairman from January, 1969 10 Augusr, 1969 and
Shri T. C. Durt, LAS, presided at the mecting of the Board
‘held on =6.9.69 and remained Chairman throughout the rest of
the year. Shri N. B, Lall Singha was Vice-Chairman upto
36 July. 1969 and Dro S, R. Biswaz from 26 July 1969 [after-
noom) upio the end of the year, Shri P. R Bernaila, MA.
B.Com.. continued as Secretary throughour the year.

The ptm of the Health Oificer, was held by De. C. R
Guptx, MB., D.TM,, upto 10169, Dr, P Chatterjee, MB.
D.PH. wok over charge with effect from 14.11.69

The Boged held 13 Ordinary and 8 Special Mectings dur-
ing the year.

3
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The Board finalized the Budger Estimates for the year
196670 the main features of which are as follows:

Estinute] opening  Fa 100,000 00 Eslinsted e M 7534 00

Todasce, Expenditum

Total Estomuted ... He IR10,116=00 Eelinited-— . e  36TIT=00

Recopia ——— rlominiy hulance —
Ha. 14,1018 =00 Ra 14.10,118 =00

“The rate of fee 10 be assessed under Section 28(i)(a) of the
Weat Bengal Mining Settlemenss (Health & Wellare) Act,
1964 has been fixed ar Rs 6/- per 100 ronnes less a rebate of
00.50% per oo tonnes if payment is made within 30 days of
the presentation of the Bill

Vide Notification No, PH/2031/6M-3/69 dated 27.6.6q.
the Board was reconstituted by the Government, The Dis-
frict Magistrate, Burdwan and Dr. S R. Biswas were appainted
as the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman respectively of the
reconatituted Board.

The first meeting of the reconstituted Board was held on
26.7.69. The Chairman delivered an address 1o the members
of the Board mentioning inter alia important matters for the
information of the Boand members,

The Board reconstituted the following Commirtess: —
Fivunee Commitiee : .

f. Dr. S R. Biswas,

2. Addl. Disrict Magistrate, Asansol.

3 Shri Kalyan Shankar Rey, M.P,

4 Drn Tarsk Nath Chakeaborty, MIL.A.
5 Dr, Lokesh Ghosh, M.LA.
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fi. Shri N. B. Lall Singha.
7. Sn W, |. Jameson,
8. Shri Jacob Tobiss

Bualding Commuttee :

i, Dr. § R, Biswas,

2. Shri Nandlal Jalan.

3. Birecror, Asansol Plinning Organization.
4 Shri [acob Tobias.

Teader & Extimale Comrmiltee

1. Dr 8 R Biswas.

Shri Robiin Chanerjee.

Shri Jacob Tohiss.

The Health Officer, AMB.H.
The Sccretary, AMBH.

ot e

Enhanced dearness allowance as per Government memo.
No. 1og8-F dated 24.36¢ was granted with effect from 27.3.6¢
w the employees of the Board.

The Asansoi Mines Board of Health Employees” Union
wiz recognisell by the Boaid,

Dr, P Chanerjee an officer of the Wesi Bengal Health
Services was interviewed by the Board and was appointed as
Health Officer and he joined with effect from 141 0.6,

Pujn advance was paid o the employees a3 usual.

Gratnity Rules were libemalized so far as Cls 1V em-
plovees are concerned.. Five years’ of satisfacrory qualifying
service will now entitle o Class IV servant to gratuity at the
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rate of 2 months’ pay for each completed year of service at
the rate of last pay drawn.

The reconstituted Finance Cotumittee considered the
Budger for the year 1g6g-70 and revised the Budger for 1960
70. The main features of the Revised Budger are as follows:

Entimated opammg  He. 1,00,000=00 Fstimaivd Ha 16,532,911/,
Trulamen, Expmd

Maial  esiamatod. Tis, 1610,118=00 Cloaing balanse  Be 772071
Trapi) ta

Grnd Towml z: .., R, 17,10,118=00 Hia, 17,00 11B=00

On the proposal hy the Vice-Chairman the Bodrd granted
/2 (half) month's basic pay as special Festival Advance to all
employees whose salaries are upto or below  the seale of
Rs. 200400,

A sibcommittee consisting of Dr. 8. R. Biswas, Dr,
Lokesti Ghosh, W.J. Jameson was constituted to submir @
recommendation for appointment of panel lawvers for the
Board's legal work, The commitiee duly submitted its re-
commendations and action was taken accurdingly,

A subcommittee consisting of Vice-Chalrman, Dr, H. N,
Miukherjes, Mrs. Anima Chakraborty was constituzed {0
examine the martter of payment of Rs 29000/- (Rupecs
twenty mine thousand] only to Asansol Leprosy Board as
grantinaid along with the Integration Scheme submitteed
by the Asansal Planning Organization and to suhmit its re-
commendation. The subcommirnee submimed an interim
recommetifation and action was taken accordingly.

Shri Nani Bharmacharjee. Hon'ble  Ministeran-Charge.
Health Department, Government of West Bengal, Cileutia

n
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paid a visit 1o this organization on 28.11.69 and important
mnttets wete brought to his personal notice and discussed, He
was. kind enpugh to promise his full attention.

The question of the Board’s hungalow, presently in the
occupation of the Civil Defence Authorities, was taken up
with the appropriate authofities for a quick scttlement in. the
interest of the Board,

The question of realization of outstanding dues of Royalty
cess amouning 1o Rs. g93,703=00 was taken up again with
the State Government,

Other routine activities were carried on satisfactorily.

c. CENTRAL NOSTEL COMMITTEE

In the vear under report two meetings of the Central
Hostel Committee, on which the Federation was represented
by Sri N. B, Lall Singha. were held in which the following
matters, amongst others, were discussed and decisions tmken
on them: '

1. Appointment of a Superintendent in the Miners
Hosteél ar Sicaldasji Seleoted Colliery was approved.

2. Tt was decided chat the hostels which are not observ-
ing the procedure laid down by the Central Hostel Com-
mittee will be derecognized.  Accordingly the Miners Hostels
ar Selected Searsole, Kustore/Alkuea, Jamadoba, Digwadih
and Sijua collicries were derecognized,

3 It was decided 1o approach  the Mines Boards of
Health o enforce ohservance of standards laid down by the
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Central Hostel Committee by the unauthprized miners’
hostels within their juristicrion as the Central Hosiel Com-
mittee had no statutory powers to take legal action against
such unauthorized hostels.

A comminec was ser ap by the Governmeni to survey
the living conditions of the coal miners. The report stk
mitted by the committee reveals that with an increase in their
carnings, the miners spend record money and the se ol
aléohol Has inereased considerably. The report also says that
the use of aleohol is much less in the miners’ hostels, whire
saving is also much better.

Steps have been taken for hetter supervision of the hostels
to bring about an improvement in quality of food and di=
cipline among miners leading 10 an improvement in their
character and habits.

(. WEST BENGAL COALFIELD SUB-COMMITTER

8ri §, B. Cocnka continued to represent the Federation
on the above Sub-Commirttee, % report on the activities of
which for the year 1069, as reccived from him, is given below:

Proper artangements were made during the year for supply
of water to the Chora Regional Hospital. Applications from
coltieries for subsidics for sinking wells. were, in Mot cases,
sancioned. Requests for subsidies for water supply  scheme
at collieries were sanctioned in deserving cases.

“The construction of & Regional Hospital and Staff quar-
ters it Chinakuri in Raniganj Coalfield was approved.  Pro-
pesals submitteed by the Federation’s representative, Sei 5. B.

3
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Gaenka, for opening of an Ayurvedic Hospital and for consi-
dering applications for opening homeopathic dispensary at the
collicries were approved; but no final decision has yet been
taken by the Government in the maner. A proposal for cons
truction of a-cancer block at rthe Central Hospital, Kalla,
Asansol was approved. A decision was taken: for the cons
truction of a Regional Hospital at Pandaveswur.

The application of several collieries for grantsinaaid. ro-
wards provision of zonal sports grounds and also open lungs
-and childrens parks were sanctioned,

It was noted ap several meetings that there was delay by
the colliery dwoers in construction of the houses which had
been sanctioned by the CMLW,0. v was supgested that
measures should be maken by the colliery owners to speed up
completion of the houses allotred 1o their respective collieries

It was suggested ar a meeting that steps should be taken
as in the past for eradication of mosquitos which had in-
creased in the coal mining arcas,

e ZoNAL RATLWAYS USERS CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE, TASTERN EAILWAY, CALCUTTA

Given below is a summary of the proceedings, relating
particulurly to coal, of the above Committee, received from
the Federition'’s representative on the Committee, Sri & B.
Goenka.

It being suggested that supply of ppen wagons (cmpties)
should be made only 1o collieries having mechanized loading
arrangements, the Administration stated as follows:
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Collieries fitted with mechanized loading plants are al-
ways supplied with open wagons/Boxes. The Box wagons
have gone a long way towards solving the problem of opens
required for loading by the mechanical loading collierics. In
fact, the pace of mechanization has been slower than ant-
cipated. Since the bulk of the loading from the mechanized
collieties is done in the shape of Box rakes, the incidence of
supplying covered wagons against open allotments in picce.
meal has, as a natural corollary, been reduced to the mini-
mum. The figures available for the moanths of July 10
September/6g and discussed at the Railway and Coal Advi-
sory Board meeting on 29.10.69 indicate thar such incidence
were only confined o patratu, Andal, Sitarampur and Barikar
Depors where also the number of wagons in a month was very
insignificant as compared with the loading.

In railway operation, however, supply of covered/Box
wagons against the allotment of opens/sox rakes could not
be eliminated and had to be resorted 1 in exceptional situa-
tions when the Railways were faced with the alternative of
heavy short supplies to the collicries which woold also present
another problem tw the collieries.

Railways were always mindful thar the collieries fitred
with mechanized loading plant were not unnecessarily put to
difficulties by supply of covered/nox wagons.

Sri S, B. Goenka suggested that an overdiridge should be
constructed ar Andal Station in view of heavy  vehicular
traffic in the area. The Railway Administration agreed
consider it provided the State Governmeny was prepared 1o
provide an approach road for the same, The Railway Admi-
nistration expressed s keen desine 1o comstrocr an over-
bridge at Kalipahari level crossing on G. T. Road provided
the State Government sponsored a scheme to and bear their
share of expenses as per extant rules.

&
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It was pointed out to the Railway Administration thar
there was inadequate accommodation in the Coalfield express.
The Railway Administration stated that the loads of the sandl

trains have been suitably sugmented by ataching additional
coaches.

It was stated by the Railway Administration that recent
sample survey in regard 1o issue of cheques by the Accounts
Office showed that there was no hold-up in the isstie of che-
gues by the Accounts Office. It was also stated thar settle-
ment of claims have already Been speeded up.

Ii was also stated by the Railway Administration that
sieps would be taken ro improve train lighting in Black
Diamond Express and other important trains.

f. Tus Divisionat Raivway Usens’ CoNSULTATIVE
Conatrrree, Souts Eastery Ramway, ADRA

Sri S. B. Goenka continued to represent the Federation
ont the above Commines at Adra. A summary is given below
of the activities of the Commitiee, relating 1o coal, during the
year.

The Railway administration assured the Ceal Industry as
& meeting that every possible cffort was being adopred
supply the collieries with suitable and serviceable wagons by
the Mechanical (Carr. & Wagon) department, As far 45
loading of genersl merchandise was concerned, ‘clean wagons
ave always supplied to the consignors for loading. But the
steel plans handed over the wagons in the exchange yard
and wigons found with lefr-over materials cannot be returned
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back to steel plants owing to operational difficulties. Neces
sary instnuctions were issued o all sweel plants within the
Adra Division 10 ensure that Box. empries were  released
afrer unloading the contents fully.

A passenger shurtle between Santaldih,. Washery and
Bhaga has been introduced from 1.10.1969. The provision of
a road overbridge ar Ranchi was sancrioned by the Railway
authorities; bur the :lllpmm.t:h roads, to be constructed by the
State Government, it was leant, would: ke some more fime.

The electrification &f Kotshils station has been included
in the works programme for 1g9o-71. The Railway adminis-
tratiom, it was leanr, had rightened up the security armange-
ments to prevent pilferage of coal

g Bomr Coavmmrn Sun-Comvimree (Juania & Muocwa)

Sri N. Mukherjee continued to represent the Federation
on the above Committee, & report on the activities of which
for the year 1969, as received from him, is given below:

Two meetings were held on 23.9.69 and 13069 in the
office chamber of Deputy Commissioner, Dhanbad, who is the
Chairman, Sri N. Mukherjee represented the Federation on
the above Sub-Committee, At the instmce of the Chairman,
it was decided thar the general principle should be that when-
ever 2 colliery company came forward and volunteered to
supplement the water sitpply scheme it should be sanctioned
sfter the technical scrutiny,

Applications for grant 1w entitle workers for children’s
educarion subsides to coal companies for water supply and
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other welfare schomes and  improvement of hospieals and
buildings of the Organisation were considered and approved
in all deserving. cases.

b, CoAL SURVEY STATION ADVISORY COMATIEE, THATA

§ei N. Mukhorjee continued to represent the Federation.
on the ahove Commitrer, o report on the activities of which
far the yeur 196y, as received from him, is given below:

The twenty-second meeting of the above Committes was
hedd in the Central Fuel Research Institute oo 18.0.69 under
the Chairmaoship of Sri B, H. Engineer, Sn N. Mukherjec
representing the Federation ar the mecting.

The analysis of deep hore hele cores of Sudandih Kapuria.
Monidih, Jharma, Parbatpur, Mahal hlocks and results of
physical and chemical survey of some coal seams were dis-
cussed in demil and the future programme approved.

1. PRODUCTION

A, COAL PRODUCTION

Coal production during the calender vear of 1960 was
=8:37 million tonnes as against J4.92 million tonnes during
the previous year, The increase of about 3.45 miilion tonnes
indicates pradual recavery af the industrial development in
the country after several years' recession.
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As mentioned in the report. of the previous years, the
initial target of ¢8.33 million rtonnes being found 1o be too
high was reduced to go million tonnes ar the time of the mid-
term appraisal and later © 76 million tonnes. The privare
sector collieries invested huge amounts of money 10 ensure
# planned growth and creare marching capacities but the
expected demand did not materialize and even the modest pro-
duction of 70.3 million tonnes at the end of the Thinl Plan
periodd ie. in March 1966 was foud to be excesive, This was
largely due 10 the increasing diesclization of the milway loco-
mutives, This sct-hack in the growth of Coal Indusery has,
for the last several vears, posed a serious problem and its
solution ¢ven now appears clusive,

Although ¢oal is the most important mineral in the
country and although most of the industries are by and large
conkbased. the percentage of increasc of coal production has
been enly abour s0%. during the last ten vears ie. 1960 10
1969 as will be evident from the following rable:—

Year. * Production
(in million tonnes)
1960 5177
1gh1 Fh.o
1ghz 61.54
1963 66.91
1664 6309
1965 6943
1966 70.53
1967 7h4
1g68 7492
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The ratio of coal to other non-coal minerals in' respect
of internal consumption fell from 64:36 during 1960 10 55:47
during 1965 evidently owing t a drastic reduction in the use
of coal in o few major indusiries like feroalloy, fertilizer,
textile including conton textile and petroleum: refineries. In
spite of the huge internal market, the expansion of conl min-
ing has been only 957, during the 15 years ending 1063
against 151% in other industries and 215% in the non-coal
mineral sector during the corresponding period. The slow
growth of coal mining in the country has been due to loss
of the export market and the development of substiture fuels
like perroleum, hydel electricity, etc. It i= unforrunare that
in spite of a huge insmlled capacity, the expansion of coal
mining is lagging behind owing to the absence of a rational
fuel policy and the misconceived decision of the Railways to
go ahead with their dicsclization scheme in spite of the nore
of warning sounded by the Encrgy Survey of India Com-
mittee and the Ministry of Mincs and Metals,

The demand. for coal being a detived one will evidently
pick up only when a general revival of industrial activity
takes place and when the invesrment climate improves and the
cconomic recovery gains sufficient momentum.  Signe of re-
vival of economy indicated av the beginming of the Fourth
Man period, however, came 26 silver linirg, Commensurate
with the objective of achieving an overall rte af growth of
5 to 6 per cent with a matching growth e of 8 10 10 pes
cent in the industrial production, programme of develppment
of various key industries ha= been envisaged in the Fourth
Plan period (196074}  Accordingly the requirement of coal
at the end of the Fourth Plan period has been dsessed
3.2 million fonnes comprising 2544 million ronnes of coking
coal and 67.75 million tonnes of noncoking and hlendable
coal  But the requirement of coking coal might he substan-
tially lower than the above cstimate and according to an



( 46 )

authoritative siudy the requirement of coal by the sieel
industry might not be more than 2155 million tonnes of
<oking coal.  Regarding additonal invesunent which wonld be
reqquired for maintaining the present fevel of production: and
for stepping up the overall production by about 23,24 million
tonnes by 197374, it has been assessed, the order ol invest-
ment needed is estimated o be abour Rs. 113 oores, In the
public sector a provision for about Rs. 63 crores has been
made in the Fourth Plan.

As indicated eatlier, the shatp fall in domand during rhe
Third Plan and subsequent Plan period which lal to pro-
gressive lowering of targets. has put u large number of olli
eries. which invested in expansion 1o extreme hurdship, and
In consequence the stocks at pitheads have gone up to more
than 6 million tonnes. It is an admirted fact tha stucking of
<oal involves blocking of capital, deteriorition and loes of
capital, double handling and fracture of coal in the process
of stacking and recovery  hesides risk  of PO AN cous
combustion,

B ASSESSMENT OF COAL DEMAND DURING THE
FOURTH PLAN

Ar the meeting of the Conl Advisory Council leld o
15 November 198 at New Delhi under the chairmanship of
Dr. Trignna Sen. Minimer for Perroleam and  Chemiicals &
Mines amil Metals, the estimated coal demand. ar the end of
the Fourth Plan period i, by 197324 (with 2 plan gap for 4
years) was further reduced to 9320 million tonnes from the

entlier estimate ol yo1.52 million tonnes. This would how-
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ever, be subject to n periodic review by the working group of
the Council. The new estimate places coking conl require-
ments at 3544 million tonnes compared with the 1968 estimare
of 2844 million ronnes and rhe roral non-coking, mcluding
blendable coal ar 67.75 million tonnes compared with 73.58
million tonnes, Among central priorities for non-coking coal,
the requirements of the Railways have been retained ar 1340
million ronnes bur these of thermal power stations reduced
from ‘2148 million tanes to 20 million tonnes.

The export targer has been maintained at o6z million
wonnes but the requirements of the coment indukiry have been
reduced from 6.60 million. wonnes 1o 530 million ronnes and
‘of the fenilizer industry from 2,01 million onnes to 2 million
tonnes. In the Suate priorities sector the demand for soft
coke has heen scaled down o 440 million: tonnes from the
eariier cetimate of 503 million tonnes.

Corixe Coss

The demand for coking coal, comprising thar for stecl
plants and for merchanr coke ovens including Sindri Ferri-
lizers, hus heen reduced under both heads For sieel plint
it has come down from 24 million tonnes to 2174 million
tonnes and for merchant coke ovens from 4.35 million tonnes
to 370 million onnes.

The requirement of coal for sreel is refated 1o the fjuantity
o hor metal vhot may be produced. The hat memal prodic.
vions e expected] to incfease from the present level of 8.50
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million tonnes to 1387 million fonnes per annum by 197573
as: detailed below -

Name of plant Estimared levelof  Level of hot metal pro-
hor metal production duction expected to he
during 196g-70 -achieved by 197374,
(in million ronnes)

Rourkela 0 144 190
Bhilai atd 2.30 0,60
Durga it i 154 .00
Bokaro s — 2.74
TISCO - 197 207
ISCO 03 1,29 Lagh
Secomdary producers — 0.0

The hor meral prodiction has been projected on the hasis
of the capacity of the existing blast furnaces and firnaces
scheduled to be ser up during the plan period, making due
allowance for the down time and all normal vanations:

Based on the rate of coal supplies o steel plants during
the first half of the current year, the coal supplics for the
entire year work out to ahour 132 million tonmes, comprising
34 million tonnes of raw coal, 842 million tonnes of washed
coking coul and 1.3 million tonnes of raw hlendahle coal.
The carresponding raw coal equivalent of the coking coal
consumption: is 15.30 million tonnes.

However, the coal requirement during the sccond half year
Is expected to be comparatively lower, owing o the reported
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tamages 10 a mumber of coke ovens in TISCO and because
production in the other Plants has of lare cotne down consi-
derably on account of labour trouble: In view of this, the
coal consumption during 1g6g-y0 may be of the order of 1430
million tonnes only.

The quantity of conl required depends upon the quantity
of ore, the quantity of eoal, the preparation of raw materials
and: the size of the blast fimace, The norms adopted for
these estimunes are - 129 for Bhilai; 145 for Rouckels: 1.2
for Bokaro; 130 for TISCO : 1.47 fur Durgapur and .50 for
H5CO,

Praxr OPFERATIONS

The operation limitations of the stee]l plants require that
the coke oven batteries be operated even when the blast fur-
tices are under temporary shutdown.  Therefore, in addition
to the hor metal programme and norms of consumption, oyen
Programme is taken into account while determining the future
oal requirements. On this hasis, the ‘coal as charged” de-
mand of the steel plints i expected 1o rise 10 1650 millioy
tonnes by 197374 The corresponding raw toking coal equi.
valent wocks our 1o 2598 million tonnes, The revised linkage
of coal supplies 1o srec] plants made by the Committee on
rational and equirable distribution of ‘coking coal will reduce
this requirement to 31,74 million ronnes.

Further, coal estimates made on the msumption  that
Durgapur will e I5 per cent. Bhilai 5 per cent and other
steel plants excepr Bokaro 1o per cent of blendable coal in the
toal blend place the requirements of blendable coal for steel
plants at r.24 million ronnes.

4
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The requirement of hard coke for foundry and other
ges depends on the availability of pig iron. It is estimared
that during the new plan period, the existing by-product and
bechive coke ovens will continue production a1 rhe present
level, while the Durgapur coke oven plant may cotnmission
their sthoand 6th barteries during the Fourth Plan,

The hard coke availability, which i presentdy about 1.2
million ronnes; would be about 1.50 million tonnes in 197374,
which would be produced from 352 million tonnes of coking
coal and o.z million wnnes of blendable coal. The surplus
hard coke released by the steel plants o the market when
their Lilast furnaces are down for re-rolling ere. would sugment
supplies from merchint coke ovens

The requirements of the Sindri Fertilizers for the many-
focture of coke oven gas arc expected to continue at the
existing level of 048 million tanmes of coking coal and 048
mitlion tonnes of blendable coal per annum.

PALWAY'S pEMAND

The Railways are presently the largest single consumer
vt coal and their present consumption is of the order of (620
million tonnes (incloding captive power stations). On acconnt
uf their programme of diesclization, the coal demand of the
Railways would progressively o down during the plan period.
The Railways have estimated that their future coal require-
menes on the basie of the number of broad-gauge, merre-
gauge and narrow-gauge fteim locomotives that are expected
to. be in operatiom would he 1800, 1100 and Soo tonnes per

year respectively.

They bave decided riot 1o introduce new locomaotives after
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19701 and those steam locomotives which would be In
epesation would be allowed to waste out.  According 1o the
<stimates furnished by them, their coal demand would drop
by oz million tonnes annually wpte 197674, 1+ million tonnes
In the next year and of million tonnes annually thereafter,
Thus, the Railways' coal requirements by 197574 would be of
the order of 1340 million ronnes,

The consumption of coal by thermal power  stations
sliritig 196860 was 12.2 million tonnes (inchuding 2,06 million
tonfics of middlings). The present installed capacity of
copl-hased power stations is abour ¢5 million kw. The
Fourth Plan programme envisages an increase in the installed
power gencration capacity of coalbased power stations, after
allowing for retirement of o4 million: kw. of obsolete planss,
to abuut 1093 million kw.

New schemes proposed to be taken up for implementa-
tion: during the Fourth Plan will account for 1,075 million
kw., the balance being due to existing projects. The coal
requirements by 197574 have been assessed ar ahout 2848
million tonnes (including 660 million tonnes of middlings).

Tnermat Powes

tn working out the coal requirements for thermal power
stations, the norm of 3 tones of coal per annum per kw. of
installed cnpacity has been: adopred (except in the case of the
Kerba thermal power station where owing to inferior coal
quality sl load partern, the norm adopted i § tonnes of
coal per kw, of installed capacity). Tlie norms are in con-
formity. with the experience gained in the working of large
pawer stations during the last five years and in accordance
with the suggested cstimate of 4ooo million tonnes per kw,

8567

o
|
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of installed capacity as the maximum-effective capacity of
thermal stations. On this basis, it has been assessed that the
total coal requirements of thermal powet stations, excluding
middlings, may go up from abour 0.2 million ronnes in 1968
69 to 2188 million tonnes by 1973-74-

The demand for coal by the coalbased thermal power

stations by 197374 may be mken as 2000 million tonnes.
This will be subject to periodical review.

The avatlability of washery middlings for thermal gene-
ration should rise to 6.60 million tonnes in 197374, Any
deficit in middlings availability would, however, tequire 1o
be compensated by the supply of raw coal,

Coal is being exported to Burma, Ceylon; Nepal and
Bhutan, the level of present exports being about 040 million
tomnes.  The existing level of export of 0.3 million tonnes 1o
Burma Is expected to continue during the plan period, b
the present export of o.16 million tonnes to Ceylon is likely
to fall to the level of 40.000 ronnes per annum after 197031
in view of the Ceylon Railways dieselization programme.

There are potential markess for Indian coal in Japan,
East Asin and West Africa. Broadly speaking, the toml
qumﬂty of noncoking coal that may be exported in 197374
is 06z million ronnes,

The demand for coal, scparately for coking, blendahle
and noncoking varieties, for 650 and by the end of the
Fourth Plan period a3 assessed by the Planning Gronp on
Coal is indicated in the following statement:—
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C. Coan Aovisory Coowct,

It may be recalled thar by its resolution No, C6-7(1)/67
dated 12 June 1968 the Governmen: of India in the late
Ministry of Steel, Mines and Metals, (Department of Mioes
and Metals), redesignated the Coal Development Coundal as
the "Coal Advisory Coundl™ which is a hroad-lased delibera-
tive body on which the various interests concerned with the
production. dismmbution and consumption of coal ‘are repre-
senited.

The function of the Coal Advisory Council is to advise
Government in regard to all matters of a general character
relating to coal, and in particular, to problems permining o
planning for the development, unlization and due conservit-
tion of the coal resources of the country,

Alter g lapse of more than a year, a meeting of the Coal
Advisory Council was beld in Vigysn Bhavan, Commirttee
Room ‘E’, New Delhi on 15 November 1969, the previous
meering having been held on 1g July 1968 Sri V. K. Poddar,
Chairman, attended the mesting s the repressntative of the
Federation with S H. N. Mookherjee, Vice-Chairman, as his
‘adviser.

A summary note,of the discussions held ar the above
meeting of the Coul Advisory Council is given helow:

The morning session of the meeting was presided over by
Dr. Triguns Sen, Minister for Peroleum & Chemicals and
Mines and Metals. The afternoon session was presided over
by Sri Jugannath Rao, Minister of State for Mines & Metals.
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ftem No, I: Assessment of Coal Demand during e
Foarth Five Year Plan.

An exbaustive note suhmitred by rthe Government was
tonsidered in dewil. The Indusiey pointed out that the
demand for coking coal should be asscssed on the basis of
actual requircments of coal by the seel plants during the
Fourth Plan period the romal demand for coal at the end of
which was estimated at 935 million tonnes, the targer for
coking coal being 29,50 million tonnes. The industry appre-
hended thar the current demand for coking coal wag much
below the estimated figure and that there had been accumi
lation of stock ar pitheads in most of the collieries who were
supplying coal o steel plants and were not allowed to sell
to other consumers. This had resulred in the blocking of a
large amount of money in the shape of stock. The Industry
pleaded for ninety percent advance against coal stocks {0
etutble it to meer it running expenditure and also w develop
and achieve higher production, The request was practically
tirned down on the plea that this was merely a temporary
phase and the sieel plants would resume their offtake as per
programme as soun as the troubles ar several plamts awing to
damages 1o Coke Oven Batteries and some labour troubles
were over.  The Industry then pleaded for & National Fuel
Palicy, panicularly in respect of quick dieselization of rail
ways resulting in gradual reduction of demand for coal to
rum locomotives. Dr. Sen promised that he would take it up
persomally with the Government. It was said that there would
be 4 grear demand for coal by the Thermal Power Stations
throughour India and by 197394 the requirement would be
twenty million tonnes,

[t wae noted thar there would be three coal-based Fertili-
zer plants instead of twoe as brought out in the paper before
the Council.  This would bave the effecr of augmenting the
demand for coal,
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On the question of export of coal. the Industry criticized
the way the MAMT.C. had been dealing with Japan and otber
countrics in respect of exporting coking coal. Sri Poddar said
that there was a market for non-coking coal in South Korea.
Yugoslavia, Japan and other countries where large yuanti-
ties of non-coking coal could be sold if proper promation
efforts were made.  Sri Poddar wanted thar the Government
should explore the possibility of exporting non-coking coul
these countries.

Tt was decided to hold o periodical review of coal demang
by ‘the Standing Committee of this Council in order 10 ol
viate any pessibility of a wiong estimate of coal demand
during the Fourth Plan period.

ltem Na_ IT Coul Transpory ‘and Destribution.

Most of the members eniticized the way the Railway
Ministry was represented at several meetings of the Com-
mittee on Transport, Distribution and Conerols, The pled
that the Railway Ministry had constitured, committees fon
periodical review of rtransport and distribution of conl did
not satisfy the members, It was sated thar there should he
an independent comumirtee o review and plan for wransport
and distribution and the committee should have enough
power to enforce the Railways to accept its recommendations,
It was decided to reconstitute the Committee on Transport
and Distribution with the Minister for Railwavs as Chairman
of the reconstituted commirtes.

In order ﬂmhlt the Ruilways 1o properly plan the dis
tribution of coal, fuhng wis volced thar the Railway
Administration should be given a dircction-wise break-down
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ol movement of coal during the Fourth Plan period.  While
it was admicted that in the wake of lifting of control over
the movement and prices of coal, it would be difficuli for the
Coal Controller to give a detailed break-up of the direction-
wise movement, he would attempt to give an outline of the
scheme of movement listing the major consumers, The Coal
Conrroller would prepare such a hroad outline of scheme in
ahout a- month’s time and forward it to rthe Depariment of
Mines and Metals for onward transmission to the Railways.

The representatives of the Industry referred to the short
vipply of wagons for brick-burning and soft coke, They
stressed thar movement in block rakes alone did not meet
their requirements, It was necessary 1o have piece-meal
Hiovement on a large scalei Some sort of a scheme of
balanced movement Herween the busy and slack scasons was
also called for. The repressnative of the Railway . pointed
out that the supply of wagons wis adequare and shortfalls
might be only marginal. It was felr, however, by the Council
that the smaller consumers’ requirements were not being. met
adequately and something positive needed to be done in this
behalf by the Railways. It was decided that the representa-
fives of the coal industry, the consumers and the Railways
should have a joine dinlogue relating to the subject marrer.
The meeting might be convened under the negis of the
Departmenr of Mines and Merals.

The represenusives of the Industry voiced srrong feek
mgs regariling the iadequacy in sand stowing transport. One
of the points mentioned was regarding transportarion of sand
from DehrianSane by the Railways. The Railway - repre-
sentative, however, stated (hat this proposition had been
exprmined and they considered it uneconomic and hence not
feasible, In this connexion, a reference was made o a Com-
amittez ser up by the Coal Board which was to submit & re-
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port on sand availabifity. It was decided’ 1o ask this
Commirree to submit its mepors within the next 3 months,

Other matters discnssed related, to demurrage charges in
loading box wagons, overall transport and wagon position,
relaxation of ratonalization rules, theft of coal at tranship-
ment points, etw. and So Lall, SA Poddar and S R L
Worah vehemently crivicized the auirude of the Railways in
tackling these perennial problems: of transport and disribu-
tion.

ltesn No, Il ; Royalty an Coal,

Tt was stated on behalf of the Indusiry that in the last
meeting of the Smnding Committee of the Coal Advisory
Council the guestion of royalty was discussed in detail and
6 groups proposed were by and large agreed to. One point.
however, remained to be thrashed out e HH Grade Coking
coil should be grouped with Grade | mon-coking: coal. This
tonl went partly to the steel plants and partly to private con-
stimers and hence there was no justification of higher rate
of royalry on thix coal. It was felt by them thar it might
be kept under a separate head.

While agreeing in principle to the Government’s decision
w fix royalty rates on coal on o tonsage basis and fixing rhe
rites on the basie of the grades of caul, the Industry, the
N.CD.C and cven the Coal Controller pointed out  that
rovalty should be charged only on coal which was desparched.
Sri Chakeaborty of the West Bengal Government however
urged that royalty should be charged also on coal consumed
in the boilers and for domestic use ar the colliery hy the
colliery workers, The Industry vehemeatly objected to it
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pointing out that in the history of the coal industry royalty
had never been charged on coal which was not despatched.
Morcover, the objective of the changeover for collection of
royalty from a fixed percentage to a fixed tonnage basis wis
mainly 1o simplify the system of collection. Introduction of
the proposed plan of charging rovalty on boiler consumption
of coal erc. would not only violure the principle but would
create further complications in maintaining reords and pro-
dicing accounts both by the colliery owners and the royalty
collectors. The representatives of the Industry thoughe that
they should vehemently protest and send a memorandum on
this issue immediarely,

The question of charging royalties on coal rejects was
strongly taken up by the NCDIC. [t was stated that intro-
duction of royaly on rejects would complicate matrérs where
the rejects were thrown away by the Washerics as they did
not fetch any price.  The question of the selling price of
Grade HH coal nov programmed for steel plants came up for
discussion.  The Industry plesded for fixation of a lower rate
of royalty for Grade HH coul,

Ttem No, IV : Actwn takern wn the decision taken ap tie
last meeting of the Council.

On the question of voluntary amalgamation of collieries,
it was pointed oot by the Industry thar more than o
hundred  collieries had voluntarily amalgamated and many
proposals for amalgamation could not be taken up owing to
vagious technical and legal difficulties for which the Industry
should not be blamed. Simplification of amalgamation pro-
cecdire would cerminly encourage voluntary amalgamation of
colliery units specinlly in relating 1o grant of permission to
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transfer by the Swmte Government after amalgamation was
approved.

Other subjects, like the study on the availability of sand
lor the Jharia Coalficlds, soft coke and brick buming coal,
transport problems, a scheme of coal dumps, freight rebate
w rrade for moving coal in slack season;, a cushion ro meet
emergency in respect of movement of coal wagons, problems
relating to loading time, sand supply by rail from Dehrion-
Sone 1o Jharia coalfields, erc. also came up for discussion. On
the question of depillaring of mines by adopting French
Caging Method, Dr. Sinha said that this method was sticcess-
fully tried in one of the NNCD.C, mines and he wanted the
ce-aperation of the private sector for mial in some of the
mines. He thoughr thar this method would be successful if
given o fair trial in the private sector mines. The question
of manufacturing formed coke in Plants also came wp for
discussion and the members pressed for report and felv that
if the scheme was successful the problem of metallurgical coal
would be eased,

ftem No. V : Continuance or otherwise of the Committee one
Transpore and Dfﬂﬁbu#'ﬂﬂ.

As reported earlier, it was decided thar this Committee
would continue to function and the Minister for Railways
would be requested to be the Chairman of this Committee.

Iiem No. VI(A): Review of the work done by the Committes
on Assessment of Resources for 196869 and
196g-70.

The Coal Controller gave a bricf resume of the work done
5
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by this Committee. It was decided that the report being too
Jengthy, & brief summary should be prepared and circulated
to the members, It should be discussed a1 the next meeting
of the Standing Commitiee of the Coal Advisory Council.

Jtem No, VI[B); Review of the work done by the Commiilee
on Productivily and Modernization of Coal
Mines for 166869 and robgo.

The report of the Commitee was noted subject 1o the
following obscryations ;-

(i) Though ir was fclt that operational research was
necessary i coal indostry in general and in selected
arcas in  particular for optimum  wtilizaticn of man-
power and cquipment, it Was not necessary to invite any
experts from the National Coal Board, UK. for this purpose,
if the Coal Mining Research Station could undertake this
study, It was decided 1o explore with Director, Central
Mining Research Station if he could undertake this: respon-

sibility.

(i) ‘With reference 1o introducing methods of caving with
false roofing, it was felt that since MLA. & M.C. was not ina
position 1o supply steel props in adequate quantities and in
the immediate future, import of these praps might have to
permirted.  The Coal Controller should compile requirements
af the Industry and make a reference 10 the Government for
being pursned with the authorities eoncerned.
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ltem No VI(C) :Report of the Committee on Research &
Development of the Coal Aduisory Council.

The synopsis of the Committee’s recommendations relat-
ing 1o newer technigques for winning and utilizing coal was
noted.

Item No, VII: Need for soentific exploitation of Jhara
Coal.

The Industry wanted to know the Government’s intention
about coking coal production. While agreeing in principle to
approach this problem by proper planning for scientific exploi-
wtion of coking coal, particularly in the Central Jharia ficld.
the Indusiry pressed for an immediate increase in price to
enable the colliery owners not only o implement the Wage
Board’s recommendations in full, but also to go abead with
their plans for increasing the production of coking coal.
“There was no dearth of coking coal. Most of the collieries
were holding large srocks because of the paucity of demand.
The Industry pleaded for immediate disbursement of the
cess fund which had accumulared out of the cess collected for
the betterment of coking coal production; The question of
«harging cess on the consumers of noncoking coal came up
for discussion, Some members vehemently objected to the
proposal for charging cess on non-coking coal.  Final fixation
af the mte of cess was also discussed.

The Minister clarified thar the note pur up was for the
information of rthe Council. No ideas had yet been finally
arystallized. The mdustry was welcome to send their com-
ments. A final decision in this regard would be ken only
after taking into account the comments of the Industry and
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H v o desired further discussion with the indusiry could be
armnged before finalizing the scheme,

Items taken up with the permission of the Charnian,

1. High level of coking coal stocks.

The representatives of the Industry expressed concerns
the mounting level of stocks of coking coal as a result of
reduction in the demand of steel plans. The Coal Controller
explained that the present situation was of a temporary
nature and in any cuse, stocks had nor gone up excepr at a
few collieries: It was the outcome of unloreséen and umavoid.
uble difficulties like Lahour troubles and hreak-down of coke
avens erc. Iv was hoped that the present situation would ease
our before lomg. The Indusiry’s representtives, however,
reiterated the serivusness of the situation and stressed Q=
rectification at the earliesr as otherwise, grave repercussions
might follow in s far a5 coking coal production was con-
cerned. If the present demand patern continued, It was
stated on behalf of the National Coal Development Corpora-
tion it would be mther difficult 1o utilize washed coal from
the Kathara and Swang washerics of the National Coal Deve-
lIopment Corporation.  There was already a demand from the
steel side that the commissioning of these washeries should
be held over, This could not be done without artendling

Seriols l‘ﬂlflf_ﬂ’.‘m!t'ﬂni

2. () Shottage of Iron & Steel materials—Upgrading of
coal industry's priority: (b) Coking coal as a Key
Industry and (¢) Foreign exchange for the coal
industry.

The Industry’s representatives stated thar  adequate
amounts of forcign exchange not bheing made available cven
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10 huy the essential spares for maintenance and keeping pro-
duction at & certain fevel Tt was emphasized that the coal
industry should lave priority in the matter of allorment uf
forcign exchange and gerting import licences,

It was explained by the Coal Controller thar the Minisiry
of Steel and Heavy Engincering had ser up a Working Group
to suggest modification in the present system of distribution
of iron and steel materials. He had had discussions with the
members of this group and explained w them the problem
of serious shortages faced by the coal industry. He had also
stressed before the Group the desirability of mising the status
of the coal industry in the private sector from Prionry 11
to Priority I, It might mke another 2 mouths or so for the
Working Group w finalize its report. In the meantime, it
was felt that it would be uselul to have precise information
abaut (i} the annual requirements of the kinds of iron and
steel materials needed by the Coal Industry (if) how much of
the requirements were being met at present (iii) what was the
shortage which affected the production and (iv) the names of
the controlled stockists earmarked for the Coal Industry.

It was explained on behalf of the Development of Mines
& Memls that the information on the above lines had been
called for from the Coal Controller and rhe Indusiry was
requsted 1o extend the necessary co-operation in having the
necessary information furnishied ar the carliest o thar the
matter was further processed with the Ministry of Steel &
HFeavy Engincering,

It wus explained on behulf of the Department of Mines
& Memals thar coking coal had already been included in the
list of “Key Indusries” and as such, entitled to preferential
treatment in the matter of release of foreign exchanges, The
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Industry’s representatives, however, requested that  early
arrangements to make foreign exchange available for the
import of capital goods and spares and components he
made, They also expressed their difficulties in the marter of
ohtaining licences. [t was explained on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Mines & Metals that this marter had already been
taken up with the Chicf Controller of Imporzs and Exporrs.
They had been asked as to why coking coal industry lhmfgh
included in the carcgory of key industrics waus not being
accorded a preferential treatment as it deserved. The pro-

made in this regard would be reviewed ar the next
mecting of the etanding Committee of the Coal Advisory

Coundil,

3 Scheme of Final Assistance to the coking coal In-
dustry.

As pointed out earlier in the minutes, the Minister assured
the Council thur the scheme would not be finalized without
taking into account the comments of the industry. They were
requested to send their comments, if any, at the earliest.

4 Unplanned construction in coalfields.

It was stated on behalf of the West Bengal Government
that they had under cxamination aBill for compulsorily
shifting people from areas where there were valuable coal
reserves located underncath. The Industry’s representatives
also joined him in emphasizing that further unplanned huild-
ing on exploitble coal reserves should be prohibited by the
Srate Covernment. It was decided that the Council should
recommend to the Government of India to request the State
Governments and the Governments of West Bengal and Bihar



( 70 )

in particular, to undertake legislation to prohibit building
new structures in an unplanned manner on coal hearing
areas. Whercver legislation existed to prevent unplanned
construction, it should be implemented effecuvely. Iv was,
however, accepted that the whole question boiled down to the
economics of the proposition ie, in weighing whether the
moneys involved In having the coal bearing areas vacated
visa-vis the value and quality of the exploitable coal locked

up.

All the representatives of the Joint Working Committee
were very critical on every subject that came up for discus-
sion. Nothing was decided at the meeting. The political
situation at the centre perhaps kept the Government side non-
committal on every point and at the end the Government side
hastily finished many important items on the agenda without
any decision, The representatives of the Industry came out
from the mecting room with a feeling that the meeting was
untimely.

[. Coar Aovmory Councit: StaxoiNg
ConMITTEE

Only two mectings of the above committee were held
since its formation at both of which the Federation was re-
presented by Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman.

At the first mecting held ar New Delhi on 20 December
1968 under the Chairmanship of the Minister for Steel, Mines
and Metals, the Minister opening the discussions referred 10
the decision already taken to switch over to the tonnage basis
and the discussion held in Ootacumund regarding the sug-
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gested. groupings and rates for the purpose of royaly. He
invited the. views of the representatives of the Industry and
the State Governments present ar the meeting on the group-
ings and rates suggested.

Sri Lall of the Indian Mining Association pointed out
that the decision to switch over 1o royalty on tonnage basis
was maken at the instance of the State Governments specifi-
cally for the purpose of simplifying collection of revenue et
It would be wrong on their part to put forward a claim for
increpsed royalty while undertakinng mstonalization, Coal
should be treated like other minerals such as manganese,
limestone, erc.. while switching over to tonnage hasis. He
suggested the examination of the legal aspects of conversion

10 tonnage basis and whether or not this could be made the
ceasion for an increase in rates.

Clarifying the position in this regard the Minister stated
that the views of the Law Ministry had already been ob-
wined, This advice broadly was to the effecr that in respect
of preigyg Ieases (which had become statutory leases) royalty
rates could be enhanced without any legal difficulty but he
agreed that this matter should be further exomined thorough-
Iy so that lurking doubis, if any, were cleared,

In reply to a query the representatives of the Bihar and
‘West Benal Governments explained that having regard ro the
relevant Supreme Courr judgment it could safely be said by
them that there were no preageg coal leases in their Seates.

The various statements appended to the note drelated
for the meeting were then carefully scrurinized. It was
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explained that the proposed rates were arrived at on the basis
of weighted average whiclk appeared to be the only practical
way. It was not considered possible for obvious reason to
tiake into account the different prices prevailing in different
areas visa-vis a multitude of consumers.

Sri Lall stated thar there were violent changes in certain
wases in the rates of toyalty sugpested in the smtements
attached to the agenda papers and, these were not in-accord-
ance with the decision taken in favour of mnrgmal adjust-
ments only,

After a good deal of discussion it was decided that
(i) There should be the following six groupings:

Grades
Group I coals Coking A. B & C
Non-coking—Scl, A
Group II Coking D & E
Non-coking Sel. B, Sel{(OL)
Group 11 Coking F, G & H
Nuon-coking Cr, |
Group IV Coking HE

Non-coking II ITIA & B

Group V Coal over 35°, ash
(Non-vendible coal)

Group VI Rejects.

The above mentioned groupings would be as l:‘tﬂ:tﬁsﬂ by the
Coal Board or its authorized nominee.



(74 )

(i) In Appendix ‘C' of the agenda for the mecting in
respect of grades I, ITIA & B (Non-coking) and Grade HH
(coking) coals, the calculations which were apparently based
on ceiling prices should be revised on the basis of actual
prices paid for these conls. These prices should be ascertained
from Railways eic. The prices indicated in Appendix ‘B’ for
Gr. I coal would alse scem to require revision.

(iitf The next meeting should be beld in the second or
third week of February at Caleunia, bur the agenda papers for
the meeting should be circulated about three weeks in
advance.

The question of royalty rates in respect of Assam and
Singareni coals was then briefly tuken up for discussion. Sri
Lall pointed out thar Assam coals would require derailed
consideration and suggested thar it might be discussed in
detail ar the next meeting, It was decided thar one or two
representatives of the Assam conl industry should also be
tnvited among others. Regarding royalty rates for Singareni
Collierics, it was felt that the problem could be better solved
by mutual discussion between the Andhm Pradesh Govern-
ment and the Singareni Collieries Company Ltd., in associa-
tion with the Central Government representative.

The second meeting of the above Committee was held in
New Drelhi on 5 Scptember 1969 under the Chairmanship of
Sti Jagannath Rao, Minister of State for Petroleum & Chemis
cals and Mines & Metals, who welcomed members of the
Standing Commirtee and invited their views on the items for
discussions. He said thar the first two items had already been:
discussed on earlier occasions and it was necessary to take
carly decisions on them.
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Initiating the discussion on item No. 1, Sri Bose (West
Bengal) said thar the Government of West Bengal stood by
the views already expressed in their letter of 2gth July 1969
thit there should be only three groups for purposes of royaly.

Dr. Lahiri (Central Fuel Research Instinire) agreed with
the above and felt that the categorization of various grades
into a number of groups for purposes of royalty would resule
in disputes berween the Industry and the State Governments.
He would rather suggest the following groupings:

(i) Coking coal

(ii) Non-coking coal of BengalBiliar fields
(iif) Outlying coals

(iv) Rejecrs

Sri Lall (Indian Mining Association) said that at present
there were nine royalty rates for coking coal and six for non-
coking coal separately for steam and slack. Thus there were
30 different rates prevailing a1 present. The proposal now
was to have only six different rates; groupings suggested were
on the basis decided on ar the last meeting of the Standing
Committee. The discussion should really start from the poine
where it had been left at the last meeting.

Sri Prasad (National Coal Development Corporation)
pointed out thar by remining separate groups for non-vendi-
ble and rejects the State Governments would stand to benefir
and if these were eliminated, the question of payment of
royalty in respect of non-vendible or rejects would not arise.
Dr. Lahiri felt thar the werm ‘ungradable’ would be more
appropriate than ‘non-vendible. The Coal Controller pointed
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oumt that the term ‘nonvendible’ had been used in the
Colliery Control Order and it had already been classified as
coal with 35 t0 50 per cent ash. The term was generally
fairly well understood in the coal circles and should be
raained.  He alse stated that there were rejects in West
Bengal and Bihar snd the Coal Board hod issued grade certi-
ficates for these even: though they were nor of a sizenble
quantity. On hebalf of the Coal Industry it was pointed o
that groups 1 & 1 should not be amalgamited and thar the

rounded off royalty mie in respecr of group II should have
heen Rs. 1.80 instead of Rs, 185

After discussions it was decided that the groupings al-
ready agreed to at the time of the last meeting of the Stand-
ing Committce were by and large reasonable and should
wand.

The discussions then centred round the rates of royalty
worked out in the Ministry's note.

8ri. Worah requested that while deciding the royalty rates
the development of lower grades of coal should also be can-
sidered: It was decided that the final decision oy the royalty
rates-should be taken by the Government bearing in mind the
sugpestions made ar the meeting,

The decisions aken on the royaly rates might be sum-
med up as under:

The groupings supgested in the Ministry's note for pur-
poses of royalty would be retained. The royalty rates would
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b fixed taking into account the suggestions made at the meet-
ing and generally on the basis of prices paid by the Railways
and steel plants as on r.10.196g. The rovalty rates would be
warked out on for basis anil thus sales ax, excise duty and
payments in kind would not be taken into account.

Hem {1,

The Bihar representative stated thar they could noi
afford o lose the revenues of the Srate which had become due
consequent on the Supreme Court judgment.  Fowever, the
State Government was prepared to accept the dues in instal-
ments s0 a8 not to cause hardship to the Industry.  Regard-
ing amendment 1o Secrion 16(:), the State Government had
recently made some suggestion which might be considerad.
The State Government was also in favour of repealing Sec-
tion 30(A). The West Bengnl representative’ endorsed  the
views of the Bihar Government, It was agreed that there was
need 10 bring pre-iggg leases in accordance with the Mines
and Minerals (Regulation and Development) Act, 1957 and
the mechanics of achicving this object would be looked into
by the Ministry in consulmation with the Ministry of Law,
On behalf of the Coal Industry, it was stated that they had
tiken up the issuc of arrear royalty in the Pama. High Courr
and it was sub-judice. In the circumstances, Sri Lall sug-
gested thar in the meantime no amendment 1o Section 16(1)
or 30(A) should he introduced. Tr was decided 1o take this
aspect into consideration also,

Ttem 11

On behalf of the Government of Bihar, it was stated thatr
a reply had been sent to the Department of Minecs & Metals in
respect of enhancement of surface rent on coal lands. As far
as the surface rent in respect of lands covered by Sections o,
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to and 11 of the Bihar Land Reforms Act was concerned,
increase would be made cither by agreement berween the twa
parties or in case of failure to come to agréement, by refer-
ence o the Mines Tribunal, The State Government would
adopt this procedure. The pending demands for surface rent
would also be modified according w the new instructions.
In view of the clarification given by the State Government
there was no further discussion on the subject.

The consensus of opinion at the meeting was in favour of
continuing the Committee whose scope of functioning wis
much wider than merely considering day-to-duy transport
problems. It was, however, for the Coal Advisory Council
to take decision on the suggestion made by the Railways.
It was decided thar having regard 1o the viewpoint of the
Railways and other present, a paper should be prepared and
put up ar the next meeting of the Coal Advisory Council.

IT Coar Asvisomy Coupei:
Cosparrrze ox TrANSroRY AND Distrisurion

The Committee held five meetings  during the year.
Sri Pritamlal A. Chanchani represented the Federation on the
Committee.

Ar the first meering, held ar Calcursa on 15 and 16
January 1969, the Coal Controller presented the fullowing
figures in support of his statement thar within the ambit of
the daily mevement trger of 6600 wagons for the
Bengal/Bihar field the Railways had done fairly well.
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Avtorsest 1x Wacons: (D avERacE)

Period Steel  Washeries  Other Total
Consumers
Junc/68 132t 506 3518 5435
July/ 68 £338 61y 3728 3677
Aug. /68 1315 634 3988 5837
Sqﬁ. /68 1342 709 4416 6ighn
Oce. /68 1502 743 4481 6524
Nov. /68 1523 798 3848 6169

So41 4089 23979 30100

As for Sreel and Washerics, he pointed out that Ihuugh
there had been a shortfall in allotment, that was not particu-
larly the fault of the carriers. To meet the recent shortuge of
coal in the Steel Plants, the Railways even relaxed their
rurionalization on which, it had appeared ro him earlier, they
depended roo much, But then be pointed out, there was another
aspect of the problem of transpore tequirements in the con-
text of planned development of coal producrion and irs: dis-
tribution as envisaged in the successive Coal Plans, The
Railways would be facing greater difficulties in the coming
mutiths, The Steel Plamis with Bokaro in its gestation period,
wouldl be demanding more and more supply and so afso
other industrial consumers and other users of coul. He re
fuested the Railways ro devise ways and meet the situation,
He added thar the Railways in some casés had taken the
position of sponsoring authority In the mater of fising of
coal quota even for important consumers like power houses.
He cited the case of the U. P. Elecrricity Board.
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In regard 0 the Korea & Rewa fiedd the Chairman
pinted our thar facrs revealed that the target of 850 was not
considered enough with the present goingson. There was
therefore, a case of upwand revision. He requested members
1o indicate the quantum of increase.

It was pointed out on behalf of the Railways that the
heldwise rargets for Fourth Plan period had not yet been
finalized and fnal figures might perhaps be awaited before
recommending an ad-hoe increase in rargets for the CLC
field.

The Committee, however, agreed 1o the suggestion for
increasing the target 1o 1150 wagons for the year 1969. The
Chairman ruled that the view of the Committee should be
communicated 1o the Government for consideration throngh
the Ministry of Mines and Metals,

The Chairman pointed out that with the outpur of coal
going up from 67 million ronnes 1o o8 million tonnes at the
end of the Fourth Plan. there would be an increase of sbout
6 million tonnes every year and the Railways would have to
gear up their transport capacity to this end.  He enquired of
the members about their views as to the quantum of this in-
crease over that of the existing target of 4100 wagons per day
on Bengal-Bihar ficld for 1969.

Sri M, L. Agarwalla (1.C.OA) suggested that the 1arger
of 4100 for BengalBihar field (ER. & S.E. Rly. combined) be
raised by 20% ie. 4900 or an incrense of Roo wagons per day.
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After discussion, the Committee agreed m the foliowing
proposals: '

(@) The rarget of 100 for other consumers be raised lip-
wards by 20% per annum to 4000 wagons ie. an in
vrease of Soo wagons for the year o6,

(h) This increase of Boo wagons-should include an addi-
fdonal 100 wagons for movement of soft coke which
should be in addition 1o the present movemen (uoTs
af yoo per day.

(£) The Railways might in the meantime muke every
endeavour to achieve the present target of 6fioo over
Al and 4100 For ‘other consomers' and thus fulfil their
long outstanding commitment to the Coal Industry.

The second meering was held a0 Delbi on 3 oand 14
March 9o, At this meeting the following measures were

suggested by the members at the request of the Chairman for
immediare implementation by rhe Railways:

(#) First, the rponsored quita for all industries including
BRK and soft coke should be mer in full.. The Rail.
ways should 11y to achicve their own eoal loading
targets in each areayfield in the busy season.

(B) The existing targets for loading of coal he increased

{€) Transhipment enpacities for coal at Virangam, Hotgi,
TTP. Korkupertai, Secunderabad eic.  he incressed as
soon as possible 1o avoid bottlenecks.

f
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() Allorment of four wheelér wagons in piccemeal should
be increased. particularly for Korea and Rewa field
and Rallways be requested to accept directional block
rakes of fourscheeler o assist small consumers.

(e} To assist small consumers. the Railways be requested
to make rotational pilot-wise allopments piecemeals
in four-wheelers on sominated days, The Coal Indus-
ty empbasized thar they be consuited in fixing the
percentige of allorment In each section,

(B T cage of short supply afier allotment made by the
Railways, i1 should be made good within 30 days
from the date of such short supply.

(gl In the Stares where the Railways were not demanding
gponsoring for movement ol coal ie. West Bengal,
excepting North Bengal and Bihar, excepting north
Bihar, the Railways be requested to meet the demand
in full

(h) Transhipment capacity at Itwari and Gondis on the
S.E. Rly. should be increased to enable movement of
coal from collieries on narrow gauge section on the
Satpura Range, to sarions on the broad gauge side

The Chatrman informed the members thar he had had a
fruitful discussion on the transpart problems of the Coal In-
dustry with the Minister for Railways ar Railway Bhawan on
the previous day. The Minister promised to give as many
pagons a5 were required.  The Minister evinced keen interest
and wanted him 1o give 3 note pin-pointing the present diffi-
culties which required to be remedied by the Railways. The
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Chairman requested the Secretary of the Committee 1o

such o note, with the help of the members: The Commitres
agreed.

The third mecnng of rhe Commirtee during the year was

held on 7 and 8 April 1969 In Tilak Hall, Council House,
Lucknow.

In welcoming the members the Chairman stated thae this
mecting of the Committee was convened at Lucknow o hear
those small consumers/raders direct whose voice was nor
being beard in the present context about thetr difficulties/
problems in securing their coal/coke requirements after
decontrol.  He said thai coal was umlike other finished indus
trial products and had 1o be extracted from underground.
frs. producion was naturally dependent on ts olftake, which
in irs turn was dependent on the despatching facilities offered
mainly by the Railways to enable it to reach the ultimate
consumer of such coal. He explained in brief the composi-
tion, functions and the utility of this Committee in the post-
decontrol period in the matter of finding solutions through
discussion with all interests concerned, reganding shortages;
distribution and transport with a view to meeting the in-
wreased demand for this commodity that was being generated
with the lifting of control. This Committee was aware that
while the crux of the problem was the inadequate wagon
availability. the problem was more pronounced in the case
of numerous small consumers of brick burning coal and
soft coke, spread all over the country, whose requirements
were small, and finance limited and who naturally could not
afford to receive their requirements of coal /coke in rake loads
of Box wagons. The Chairman then invited the representn-
tives of the various associations of brick kiln owners [soft coke
depot holders cte. to place their problems before the Com-
mittee for its examination.
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Ar the request of the Chairman the representarives of the
associations of brick kiln owners explained their difficultics
in getting the required quantity and quality of coalfcoke.
These difficulties conld be summarized under the following
heads: —

(1) In adequate and erratic supply of coal/toke.
(z) Increase in price of coal/coke after decontrol.
u}flnfﬂ'inr quality of coal/coke.

{4) Loss m Weight

(5) Late receipts of Railway Reteipts at the destination
station,

16 Inadequacy of permissible free nme for (u) unlomding
of wagons and (b) removal of coul from the Railway
sidings.

(7) Nomination of coal agenis 'h",- the Stare Covernmeni.

(8] The undesirability of the dump scheme,

Price or Coar/Coke Asrew Decoxraor
~ )
* In regard 1o the State quota for UL the Commirtes
aifter discussions agreed thar the quots for UL Stare should
be immediarely fxed at 200 rakes per month, for April, May
and June 1ghg and this be continued till such time as the
State Government would 'make o further assessment of their
demand after a study of the situation: then prevailing. [t was
further agreed that the above decision of the Committee he
sent to the Government through the Ministry of Mines and
Metals.

i

o
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On a query frum the Chairman about the high prices of
coal/coke reporred by the local representatives of the various
Associations of Brick Kiln Owners etc,, the representative of
the State Government, Sri Bhagwant Singh, confirmed rthat
last year slack coal was sold even a1 Re 120/ per tonne at
same places. This year it was being sold generally ar Rs. go/-
t0 Rs, 100/~ per tonne, Sofr coke was sclling at more than
Rs. 4.50 per 40 kg besides sales tax and labour charges. Sn
Singh also’ referred 1o the sponsoring system and said that
an attempt was made by the State Government of U.P. to
abolish this system but ie did not work well, It resulted in
monopolisarion of booking and pver hookings at the des
P;m'_hmg ends, blockades at the destination ends and ﬂ'l.'l.PD-
sition on Railway restriction on booking from time 1o rime.
The situation could not be met by full decontrol.  Sponsor-
ing of wagon was a necessity to regulate supplies. He also
said that decontrel had been unsuccessful.  There should be
recontrol over price and distribution and movement.

Coar Dusies

It was pointed our on behalf of the State Government
that in its view a coal dump was a necessity if the present
shortage of wagons continued. The Stite Governmént was
aware of the difliculties in setting up such dumps, The in-
creased cost involved, the armmgement for stacking  space
and credit facilities ete. were hurdles in the wav., The com-
mittee was informed that the State Government was consider-
ing & proposal in this regard At present and the  decision
arnived ar would be intimated to the Committee.

Nomvanox ar Coarn AceEvts By THE State GovERNMENT

On a Further query from the Chairman, the representa-
nve of the State Government informed that the State Govern-
ment would examine the marter of nomination in the light of
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the opinion expressed by the representutive of the brickekiln
owners and coal depor holders ete, earlier and their decision
in this rospect would be infimated to the Commitiee.

The fourth meering was held on 13 and 14 June 1969 i
Bombay, The subjects discussed were:

(1) Inadequate and ervatic supply of al/coke,

(i) Pilferage of coal/coke in transit/ Railway vard.
(i) Sponsored system of movement.

(iv) Issue of Rly. receipis Jr. R/R of Box & Ordinary
WARUTI,

[v] Price of coal /coke after decontrol,

The Charrmarn in his speech stated that this meeting of
the Committee was being held m Bombay 1o hear the con-
sumers (Big/Small) in the Western Region of India abour their
difficultics /problems regarding quantity /quality/price of cosl
Jeoke in securing their coal/coke requirements afrer decon-
trol. He recalled in this connexion that while he was the
Chairman of the Coal Transport Advisory Commitree, which
tunctioned in the control days in 1963/64, there was alio a
similar get-together at Bombay, The situation then was,
however, different.  There was enongh coal available, so also
transport. bur there was shortage of consumers. The
of thay meeting was 1o find out customers, The position had
since undergone a vast change with the Government decision
to decontrol movement and price of coal cffective from “mid-
1907". Since then this Committee had been coustantly en
deavouring w0 find our solutions in consultation with all con-
cerned interest 10 the day-to-day problems faced by the
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consumers of coal /coke, particularly smaller sections thereof,
spread -all over the country, whaose requirements were smail
and finanee limited and paturally could nor afford 1o receive
their requirements of coal /coke in ranke loads of box wagons.
Big consumers might have their problems roo.

No decisions were taken but the views of the representa-
tives of varionz hodies on the mhjm:ta if the ugtnda were
noted,

The hfth meering during the year was held on 15 July
1969 at Bangalore,

The Chairman remarked in his speech thar the meeting
was being held in Bangalore with a view 1o acquaint the
Commirttee with' the difficulties/problems of consumrs (big/
small) in the Southern part of the country in the mater of
obtaining their requirements of coal/coke consequent on
decontrol.  He also observed thac iv has often been represented
to. this Committée by all concerned interests thar the crux of
the problem was inadequate rail transport. The difficulty
however was more pronounced in the case of numerous small
consumers of coal, spread all over the country, whose require-
ments were small and fnance limited who could not afford
to receive their requirements of coal/coke in rake load of box
wagons. The chairman thus requested the representative of
the various Industries /Associations to indicare their prohlems,
if any, for the Committec’s information /cosideration.

The items discossed were!

(A) Inadequare wagon availability from West Bengal/
Bihar  Coaltield.
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{8} Shortage of conl in transit) pilferage,
(C} Price of conl/coke.
(D) Discussion wn problems/difficultics relating 1o coal/
coke supply to consumers. in the Stares of Mysore,

Tamilnadn erc.

[Ej Consideration ol difficultice of small consumers in
different Sumes in the Southern Region of Indin,

(F) Increased fucilities for piecemenl movemenis.
(G) Allovment of wagoms a/c. B.P. & B.P. Hard Coke.

(H) Free loading time for soft coke in box. wagons/
rikes.

(0 Inadequate wagon supply for movement of soft coke.
{J) Rake programme—provision for a cushion,

(K) Statistical data in Coal Production, Despatches, etc,
(L) Allorment of wagons for Soft Coke and Hard Coke
(M) Wagon suply in Central India Coalficlds—increase

in movement (uoti.

(i) Conr. Anvisory Couselr ! Cosaitrmes o8 ASSESSMENT
¢ Resorpcoes

Tlhe above Committes held two meetings during the year,

the Gth and Tth.

At the 6ih meeung held on 13 March 196g. the following
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decisions were taken regarding the distribution of  printed
maps on 1" =1 mile seale:

(i) On receipr ol the distribunion list trom the Member-
Secretary of the Committee, the GS.L would supply
sers of maps each comprising of go Nos. (35 for Vol. 1,
38 for Vol IT and 17 for Val 1) covering with brown
papers freely ro those. who had heen provided with
free copies ol these volumes,

(i) The organizations partics, who had purchased these
solumes, should also be requested o purchase these
maps at 4 cost to be finalized by the Member-Secre-
tary in consultarion with the Financial Adviser of the
Coal Board.

(iiij The temaining scts of maps relating 10 the unsold
copiex of these reports Vol L1 & [IT). should be
kept in the sale custody of GS1 dll the steel
almirahs had been provided by the Coal Board for
their recornd,

The following summary of work carried out by the Geo-
logical Survey of Indin for the Committee during the period
from 278:68 10 12.3.6 was presented at the meeting:

(1) Seam folio maps of the eastern part of the North
Earanpura Coal field had already been finalized but
due w the nonavailability of complete chemical
analysis data, estimation of categorizod reserves had
beess. held up.  But meanwhile, data in respect of
other blocks, viz. Pakri-Barwadili, etc. were being
processed for the preparation of seamfolio maps,
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(i} 2500 maps had been sent to the Gove. of India Press
for incorporarion in the Reporr of the Sub-Com-
mittec on the Coal Resources of the Jharia, Ranigan]
& East Bokaro coalfields with Special Reference s
their Non-coking Coal Potentiatitics.

(iii) Received from the Survey of India Boo copies of
seam-folin maps of the Jharia Coalficld, 20 copics
‘cach fram 4o original sheets on 4"=1 mile scale
Arangements were made for their storage distribu-
tion ete.

The 7th mecting of the Commirtee was held on 13
Augus 166g. The following reports . were presented ar the
meeting and recorded as ammexures in the proceedings:

(i) The correlation of seams in respect of the Karidari,
Pakri-Barwadih Blocks had been finalized and a com:
posite map of the Central part of the North Karan-
pura was prepared for making seam-folio. mapes.

(ii) Rechecking of the categorywise resetves of prime
coking coal in the lensed our areas of the Jharia
coalfield was carried put. The results obtained were
in accordance with the estimate of the Sub-Com-
mittee on coking coal resources of Jharia, Raniganj
and Fast Bokaro coalfields,

(ifi) Seventy nine seam-folio maps of the Jharia coal-
hield on 4"=1 mile scale had been serutinized and
sent for priting 10 the Survey of India
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D. Miseran Apvisory Boarn

The 16th meeting of the Mineral Advisory Board was
‘held at New Delhi on 29 Seprember 1669 under the chiair-
manship of Dr. Triguna Sen, Minister for Petroleum and
Uhemicals and Mines & Meals, S V. K. Poddar, Chairman,
antended the mecting as & representative of the Federation.

In course of his innugural address, Dr. Triguna sen made
a review of the progress made by the mineral industries dut-
ing the last two decades and stated that the value of mineral
production in Indin had gone up from Ra 64 crores in 1948
to Rs. 360 crores in 1968. He emphasized the importance of
reducrion of costs and the particular need for conservation of
scarce resources in a country with limited resources of copper.
lead, zinc and high grade coking coal. Dr. Sen also stressed
in his speech the need of ereating a Favourable climate of in-
vestment in mineral industries to which end, Dr, Sen stated,
the Government was considering the recommendations: of
the Committee om Incentives to Mining Industry and by the
Boothalingam Committee on Rationalization of Tax Structure
and it was proposed 1o make & provision in the Income-tax
Act for amortization over a io-vear perind of expenditure
ncurred by an Indian Company on prospecting for specified
minerals or groups of assodated minerals and development
of mines or any other source of namral deposits of such
minerals, It was also revealed by Dr. Sen that the Govern-
menr had accepted the recommendations that the period for
the grant of mining lesses for minerals should be 30 years
on the first instance, renewable at the option of the Jessee for
A further period of 30 years.

Maost of the items on the agenda related 1o other minerals
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than caal: the item thar seriously concerned the Coal Indus
try was one regarding the proposal for levy of woyalty on coal
and other minerals consumed within the leasehold areas for
<ommercial purposes. In the note circulated by the Ministry
M the meeting ic wis stated that royalty on coal used for
hoiler consumption to generate steam o operate machinery
cie. should alio be charged and the explanation given in the
Noite was that such consumption of coal should also come with-
in the purvicw of the definition of commereial purposes. Al
though the discussions on the subject were inconclusive., Sn
V. K. Poddar, Chairman, weote 3 D.O, letter to Sri Jaganmath
Rav, Minister of Srate for Mines & Metals. drawing his
attention 1o the fact thar mostly rejected coals were used for
boiler consumption in collierics and that whether the smount
0L rowalty that was changed on such coals, ir would Impose an
additional burden on collicries and inflare the cost of produc-
tion.  The Federation as well a8 the JW.LC in & letter pointed
out that ir would be anost unfair and inequitable and unlawul
o to charge royalty on coal consumed within the leasehold
arcas unless coal is actually sold for profit or otherwise.
Based on the dictionary meaning of the expresion "Com-
mercial Purposes™ it was pointed our that # commercial rran-
sactiof. is one which involves buying und selling and the
motive af which is to make profir, It was further pointed
uut that apart from. the question of legality in imposing
toyalty an coal used for boiler consumprion, this retrogressive
proposal would lead 1o vavious complications and constant
tickermes berwesn the management of the collierics and the
State Governmeny authoritics particularly in view of the tact
that it was hardly possible 1o ussess with any amoint of acen-
ey the quantum of coal used in the beilers of collieries with-
i the leaschold areas.  Ttwas also mentioned by Sn V. K.
Poddar, Chairman, in his D.O. lerter, that royaley was being
charged from time immemorial on the FOR. price of coal
and for more than oo years no tovalty had ever been charged
ot coal used in boiler to operate machinery, The marter is
#ill yunder consideration of the Government.
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E. Pucur o Coxise Cosl CoLLopnips

As indicated elsewhere in' the Report (Coal Advisory
Council) the representatives of the Industry have drawn the
attention of the Government to the exmreme difficulty being
-experienced by coking coal collieries as a result of the reduc-
tion in the demand of coking coal by washerics and steel
plants, and. the mounting stocks. The demand from steel
plants amd washeries fell by abour 2.50.000 tomnes a month
during the period  August 1960 10 Februnry 1g70.  Swocks
have risen to an unprecedented level at many collieries and
Af thete i no improvement in the demand coking coal pro-
duction will receive a ser back with serious reprecussions o
the labour siwation in the coalfield area. The Gnancial
situation ‘of coking coal collieries. already  affected by the
serious underpricing referred to by the Tarill Commission,
will become still worse. The offtake of the steel plants has
fallen because of labour unrest. The Indian lron & Sicel
Co. Lad. §s finding ir difficult to carry on its routine apera-
tion. The Tara Lron & Steel Co. Lid. is nor expected 1o
restore normal  offiake unil June, o Rourkela  Sveel
Plant has nor taken any coul from s January, 1970 owing
o labour trouble. Their offtake for February has alsa heen
rediced  very considerably, Durgapur Coke Oyens Projec
i also not inoa position, to fake the progmammed quantity.
Furthermore. Kathara and Swang Washeries which were w0
Have been linked to Bokaro Sreel Plunt, may son come int
operation, bur serions delays hove taken place in commis
sioning the Bokaro Steel Plant. The availability of washed
coal from Kathara and Swang Washeries would mean tha
there would be a huge surplos of coking coal on the marker
until Bokaro comes into operation. It would appear. thar the
coking coal stock position is therefore not likely 1o improve
cven hy the cuwrrent year. Measures may  have 1o be
tiken to keep the collieries going in the national interest and
tw avoid further labour unrest. :



L L H“
: RS e

To enable collierics o tide over b present critical posi-
Hom, the Joini Working Commitiee suggested in its lerter
No. 715/75 dated 25 Januvary 1g70 that the Government
should finance collieries’ pichead stocks and make cforts to
export coking and washed coal so that the stocks could be
cleared, Tt was also suggested that consideration should be
given to utilizing Pl 380 Funds temporarily o prevent
complere  dislocation of coking coal collicries’ finances. iy
wak also suggested that in this critical situation the Private
Sector should bie given the opportunity 1o dispose of its conl
by direct exporr. without reference to the Minerals and

Merals 'I'rnd'mg Corparation.

But in its leter in reply, No. 10/1/70CVIF dired
5 February 1970, the Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals
and Mines & Metals has stated thar it was not possible to
accept the suggestion of rhe Joint Working Committee abour
financing pirhead stocks ar collieries on Government aceount,
The Government has, however, agreed to allow export of
sizeable quantities of mediumfbim{luhh:_mun-mklng coals
from Raniganj, Mohuda. Dishergarh, and Poniari/Sanctoria/
Koithi arcas, Tt has also been decided 1o simplify exporz
procedures.  Subject to a floor price being set by the
Minerals and Merls Trading Corparation and canalization
af the export through them, exporters will be free to nego-
tiate with forcign buyers, The Joint Working Commitre has
dlso been requested to approach the Coal Controller for
. details regarding the quantities and sources from which ex-
port will be permirted,

F. Vorunrany Asarcamaron or Cotitemies

According to the Progress Report of the Collieries Volun-
tary Amalgamation Commitice for the month of December
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tg6g, the lutest position with regard to voluntary amalgama-
tion.of collicrics is thar acrual amalgamation has wken place
in g2 cases involving Li4 collierics, out of 82 proposals in-
volving 172 collieries.

The Committes has so far dropped/rejecred 14y cases—
79 suggestions and jo. proposals on various grounds. The
number of pending cases now stands ar 1o of which 4 are
ready for consideration at the pext meeting and two are
under technical exmmination at the field office and the

aining one is sull under correspondence with the pro-
poses. The Intest position up to the end of December 1969
is shown in the following consolidated statement:

Depan-
manlsl
e : m'Hﬂ.nl’- o of wiapges | Na, of
Ny roposals [ augsed P i cages tions 1y frosads
m-itil or initinted. loap: |  dropped the oalli $wm
{;m:l erien fur aidertion
Aol :
. _ anop,
Tmitla.| Becelved | Surgeted T:Ll‘ﬂ' rnl":.:}'
o Iy | | foom  in coarae of frant. |depaes-
o | clre |||l s
! —
™ | 145 l us o |
430 . 148 ® 10

Cases where amalgamation has taken place showing the
number of collieries involved in cach case.
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Upto the end of Diécember 1650,

5L N, Natme of Collieries. Nuo. of collieries.
invalyved,

1. Easr Ena with East Bhuggardih, 2

2. Chandore with West Mudidih,

3 Sumla Dalurband with Pure Dalur-
band. 2

4 Cemiral Kooridih with Sonardih,

LB

5 Indian Jharia with Cenreal Jharia.

6. Pure Selected Angarpathen with '
North. Tentilmari anid Centeal

‘Bansjors Khas.

7 Bengal Jharia with Sree Commerdial.

b

Na

8. Madhujore with coal bearing land in
Monza Gaidhoha. 2

g Girlmint with an  asen of Koithee
seam in Sripur Colliery's Mouza Sripur, 2

10. Fast  Nimcha with  coal hearing
lands in Mouza Damalia, Hara
bhangs & Egara ¢+ 3 wirgin lands:

tr. East Bhupgardih (including Fasr Ena
already amalgamated) with Fast
Bhalgora: 3

12 Pamscole with Mukundapur, Damari-
band /Madhusudanpur, 1 =2 virgin lands,
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Sk No. Name of collieries, No.of collieries
involved,

13 Damadawithufunnfﬂanigmj 2
14 Oriental with Kusumkanali, 2

15 Bhagya Laxmi with East Kymar-
dhuhbi.

[F]

16. East Angarpathra with M/s. B, Tri-
gunait & Bros's Angarpathra. 2

17: Adjustment of  boundaries of West
Gadhur with South Bulliari Kendwaditr
(Dhriajoba Section), -

18 M/s. Pandabera Coal Co.'s Pandakbers
with M/s. Khas Busera Cosl Con-
crn'’s Kujama & Pandabera and M/s.
Central Kujama Coal Concern's
Central  Kujama, ¢

19. MJs, Nath & Khas Coal Co's Nath
Muraidih with Khas Muraidih. 2

20 M/e. West Ramkanali Colliery Co.'s
West Ramkanali with Keshalpur, 2

21, Pure Burragarh with the Burragarh
of the Ranigunj Coal Association Lud. 2

22.  Angarpathra (amalgamated) with the
Kantapahari of Sri Meghaji Bhimii,

(5]

23 Angarpathra of East Angarpathra
Colliery Co. (P) Ltd. with Sree Mahabir
Angarpathra of Sree Satyapal Virmani, 2

7



(9 )

Sk No. Name of collieries.

2

a5

31

3z

33

34

Sulanga with Golden Jeenngora of
Shri Arjun Agarwalla.

Kuya of M/s, Kuya Colliery Co. with
Khas Kuya of M/s, Khas Kuya Col-
liery Co.

New Kenda with a parr of Parasea,

. Pure Shampur and Khas Slmmpur

with East Badjna.

Pure Samla with coal bearing land of
M/s. Mitra & Co, in Mouza Bana-

gram,

Central Kendwadih with New Sikari-
chuck,

Real Nandi with Poniati Mines.

Khas Jharin, New Khas Jharia and
Sonalibad with Phulariband.

Khas Mehtadih with Selected Jamua-
tand.

Bera with 435 Bighas of coal land in
Mouza Verakatra,

Ena with Bhuggardih,

Royal Golukdih with Royal Tism,

No.of collieries
involved,

141 virgin land.

1+1 virgin land.

-
-

z
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S, No, Name of collieries. No.of collieries
involved.

36. K. S, Nanji" Kujama and Pure
Kujama with Central Kujama famal-

gamated). 3
37+ Ranipur with a part of Deoli, 3
38. Sendra Bansjora with Gararia and
North Ekra, 3
39 Selected Jharia & Selected Khas
Jharia with East Bhuggardih, 5
40 New Jovramdih and West Joyramdih
with Joyramdih, 3
41 North Kessurgarh with Khas Joy-
ramudih, 2
42, Kirkend with New Marine. 2

43 Central Bansjora & Selected Seidra. o
44 Samdi Sangramgarh and Lalbazar
45, North Ghanuadih & West Ghanuadih. 2
46. Shampur Badjna and Nayadanga, 3

47- Upper Mandra and Phuliaritand
Khas. 2

a

48 Angarpathra and Jharia Khas.

49 Kalisthan Angarpathra and West
Mudidih, 3
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Sk No. Name of collieries. No.of collieries
invalved.

50, West Salanpur and Sewaria Salanpur, 2
51 Methani and Aldih. 2

52 Sree Jagannath and Central Kessar-
garh. 2

Prorosats ACCEPTED. BY TaE CoMAMITTEE

Sl No. Name of collicries. No. of collieries
involved.

1. Damoda with a part of Raniganj).

[&]

East Ena with East Bhuggardih. 2
3. Bengal Jharia with Sree Commercial. 2
4 Chandore with West Mudidih. 3
5. Pure Samla with virgin coal bearing
lands of Sri 1. Hazm & M/s. Mitra
& Co 142 virgin land.
6. Sripur with coal bearing lands in

Mahantagram, Kalipahari & Chack
Keshabganj. 143 virgin lands.
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5L No. Name of collieries,

1o

12,

13

14

15

16,

7.

Ranbat with coal bearing lands in
Mouza Showrah belonging 10 the

Government of West Bengal, in Mouza

No. of collierics
involved.

Ghusick belonging to M/s. Ghusick and
Muslia Collieries Ltd. in Mouza Kuardih

belonging to M /5. Kuardih Coal Co, Ltd.

and in Mouza Damm belonging 1o
M/s. Kalapahari Coal Co. Ltd.

Pure Sclected  Angarpathra  with
North Tentulmari and Central Bans-
jora Khas.

Bhowuanipur with Chitra,

Madhujore with coal bearing lands of
M/s. Bengal Coal Co. Ltd. in Mouza
Gaidhoba.

East Nimcha with coal bearing lands
of M/s. Bengal Coal Co. Lid. in
Damalia, Harabhanga and Egara.

Girimint with a parr of Sripur,

Samla Dalurband with Pure Dalur
band.

East Bhalgora with Easi Bhuggawdih.

Parascole with Mukundapur, Damari-
band/Madhusudanpur.

Indian Jhariz with Central Jharia.
Central Kooridih with Sonardih.

144 virgin lands,

1+1 virgin land.

1+ 3 virgin lands,

- |

£ +2 virgin lands.

2
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Sl No. Name of collieries.

9.

8

23
24

a7,

New Kenda with Parasea
Royal Golakdih with Royal Tisra.

Jambad Kajora with Sitaipun

- Pure Durgapur with Fatepur and Golden

Jharia,

. M/s. New Srmdard Coal Co. (P)

Lud's Lodna with M/s. North Burra-
kar Coal Co. (P) Lid's Lodna and
Suratand,

Orental with Kusumkanali

M/s, Amar Singh Gowamal & Sons
Tisra with M/s. Dhanji Devji & Sons
Tisra and M/s. Diamond Coal Cos
Tisra.

Indisn  and Central  Jharia  with
Lower Upper Jharia.

M/s, H. D. Agarwalla & Son's West
Godhur and M/s. East India Coal
Co. L1d.'s S8outh Bulliari Kendwadih
(sdjustment of boundaries).

M/s. Khas Mchudih Colliery Col's
Ehas Mehtadih and Selecred Jamua-
rand.

M/s. West Ramkanali Colliery Co.s
West Ramkanali and Keshalpur.

No. of collieries
involyed.

[
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Sl No. Name of collieries,

3.

A2

35

36.

M/s. East Angarpathra Colliery Co.
(P) Ltd.'s Angarpathra and M/s. B.
Trigunaie & Bros's Angarpathra.

Khas Jharia, New Khas Jbaria and
Sonalibad  with M/s, Phularibad
Colliery Co.'s Phularibad,

M/s. Bhagya Laxmi Cpal Co's
Bhagva Laxmi with Sri Sri Lakshmi
Narain Trust’s East Kumardhuhbi,

M/s. Pandabera Coal Cos Panda-
bera with M/s, Khas Basra Coal
Concern’s Kujama and Pandabera
and M/s  Central Kujama Coal
Concern'’s. Central Kujama,

M/s. Nath & Khas Coal Co's Nath
Muraidih with Khas Murmdih.

M/s. Raisahib Chandanmull Indra
Kumar (P) Lid’s Monoharbahal
with M/s Dishergath Coal Co's
Sauth Joyramdanga.

Pure Sitalpur of M/s, Pure Simlpur
Coal Concern with Diamond Simlpur
Colliery Co. (P) Lwud’s Diamond
Sitalpur,

Pure Burragarh with the Burragarh
of Raniganj Coal Association Lad.

No. of collieries
involved.

L]
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Sl. No. Name of collieries.

4l

43

45

Angarpathra  Colliery of the East
Angarpathra Colliery Co, (P} Lad.
with Sree Mahabir Asgarpathra of
Satyapal Virmani.

Augarpathra (amalgamated) with: the
Kantapahari of Shri Meghji Bhimji.

Sulanga with Golden Jeenagora of Sri
Arjun Agarwalla.

Jaipuria Kajors of M/s. Jaipuria
Kajora Collicrics Ltd, with the East

Kajors of the East Kajora Collieties
Lad.

The Model Joyramdih with the Cen-
wal Joyramdih both belonging to
M/s. Paul Brothers.

D. Mondal & Cos Pure Shampur
with Khas Shampur and East Badjna.

Kuya of M/s, Kuya Collieries Cao.
with the Khas Kuya of M/s. Khas
Kuya Colliery Co.

Real Nandi with Poniati Mines.

New Shikarichuck with Central
Kendwadih.

Mudiditi and Budrochuck of M/s,
Burrakur Coal Co.

No. of collieries
involved,

LF]



(" to5 )

Sl No. Name of collieries,

47,

53

55

North Ghanundih wirh: Wesr Ghanus.
dih

Phularitand Khas with Upper
Mandra.

Bhuggardih with Ena.
West Salanpur with Sawria Salanpur.

Central Kujama with K. 8, Naniji's
Eujama,

Bera with 425 bighas of coal bearing
land of Mouza Verakaum.

Ranipur with a part of Deoli.

Sendra Bansjora with Gararia (Coal
Co.) pnd North Ekra,

South Golukdih and Indian & Central
Jharia,

Central Kujama (smalgamared) K. §.
Nanji's Kujama & Pure Kujama.

. Khas Jeenagora, Central Jeenagora

and New Jecnagor.

Sclected Jharia, Selected Khas Jharia
and East Bhuggardib.

No, of collicries

involved.

r+1 virgin land.



( 106 )

51, No. Name of collieries.

1.

70

Victory and Liberty.

North  Kessargarh  and Khas Joy-

ramdih;

Joyramdih, New Jovramdili and West

Jovramdih.

Kalisthan Angarpathra  and  Woest
Mudidih.

Shampur Badjna and Nayadanga.

Angarpathra (E. A. Colliery Co.)

and Jharia Khas

. East Katras and Kailudih.

Salanpur and New Lakurka.

. New Marine and Kirkend,

Selected Phularitand and  South
Barora,

South Barora and Mondals Kend-
wadih,

Adjustment of boundaries between
Parasea and Belbaid.

No. of collicries
involved.

[F]
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8l. No. Name of collieries, No. of collieries.

involved.

71. Samdih Sangramgarh and Lalbazar. 2

72. Central Bansjora and Selected Sendra. 2

73. North Tentulia and North Katras. 2

74 North Badjna and South Badjna. 2

75, North Damuda and Kessurgarh. 3

76, Methani & Aldih Collicrics, 2

77- A portion of Porascole Colliery with
Central & Lower Jambad Colliery. 2

8. West Ramkanali Colliery and a part
of B. Roy’s Ramkanali Colliery.

76 North Keshalpur with part of B. Roy's
Ramkanali and a part of West Ram-
kanali Collieries. 2

8o. Khas Angarpathra with Angarpathra
of East Angarpathra Colliery Co. (F)
Lid. 3

81. Central Kessurgarh and Sri Jagan-
nath. 2

82. South Jharia and Model Jharia. 2
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G, Compursory Acouistrios | AsaLcasation oF Coar Mives.

The Government of India in the Ministry of Perro-
Jeum & Chemicals and Mines & Merals, Department of
Mines & Metals, made a proposal in December 196 far
acquisition of coking coal collieries for development and/or
scicntific exploiration in the interest of conservation of scarce
coking coal reserves. The Joint Working Committee was
requested by Sri K. K. Dhar, Director, Ministry of Perro-
feum & Chemiculs and Mines & Metals, in his lerer No.
‘CVII-10(3)/69 dated 26 December 1969, to attend # meeting
initially fixed for January 1970 in  Shastsi Bhavan, New
Delhi to discuss the various issucs having a bearing on the
proposal.  But the above mecting which was postponed 1o
7 February 1970 was not held on that date and it has bheen
postponied 1o 20 February gy, The following note, which
would serve as the basis for discussions, has been received
from the Ministry:

"We have been considering ‘in this Department ways
and means to ensure thar the production of coking coal
comes up as planned, in a scientific manner having due
regard to the conservation angle, among other factors. One
of the ideas is that statutory powers should be assumed under
which collieries could be directed not oaly to increase the
production of coking coal but also 1o ensure scientific exploi-
tation and conservation of scarce coking coal resources in the
country.”

“Cases may arise in which a particular colliery may be
unwilling or unable to comply with the directions of the
‘Government or its guthorized agency regarding scientific ex-
ploitation and adoption of measures in the interest of con-
Servation, apart from s failure 1o carry out the required
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deyelopment programme. If a colliery fails w carry out the
directions of the Government or its authorized agency in
respect of the above, one of the suggestions has been that
such colileries should be acquired by paying compensation.”

“In pursuance of the recommendations of the Balwant
Rai Mehta Commirtee repart, 2 Committee was ser up under
the Chairmanship of the Coal Controller in 1958 to encour-
age voluntary amalgamation of collicries. The terms of this
Committee have been extended in stages from time to time.
It has been able to amalgamate 108 units into 49 units. The
work of the Commitree has reached a sarurarion point and.
therefore, the questiom of introducing legislation with a view
to bring abour compulsary amalgamation: of collicries has
come to the fore in the conrext of nor only development bur
of scientific exploitation and conservation of scarce coul
resources,”

"Of the toral 1060 coking coal mines in Jharia field about
37 produce over fo.000 tonnes per month.  Preliminary study
of 50 out of 63 remaining mines had shown thar abour
25 could be formed into 6 large units. The body ser up for
amalgamation could go further into this question and suggest
the most rechnically acceptable redrawal of houndaries which
would cover not only the small collieries bur also larger units
or parts thereof, o facilitare scientific exploitation. A com-
prehensive plan applicable 1o the entire coking coal area
therefore seems 10 be called for.”

"The management of the acquired or amalgamated units
poses another problem which needs a serious consideration,
One of the suggestions Is that the amalgamated [scquired
companics in suitable cases could be formed into jointly
managed companies in. which Government may hold shares,
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‘Government shares may consist of the value of the assets ot
Ppersons who are unwilling 1o hold shares in the amalgamared
acquired companies and also by fresh investments required o
develop the amalgamated Jacquired mines.”

“Some thought also needs 1o be given 10 the constiturion
of a *Central Authority’ to coordinate the problems of min-
ing of coking coals and their beneficiation i the context of
long-term. requirements of the steel plants and merchant

aries erc,”

The details of the Government proposal with regard to
compensation payable on acquisition of coal mines: are not
yet known o the Industry. The draft of the proposed legis-
lation, indicated in paragraph 3 of the note, has not heen
furnished to the Joint Working Commitree,

H. Paymext oF Ammesn anp Current Rovarry—Comrro-
MISE AcREEMENT—CrAIM op 5% Rovaury sy Wesr
Besoar Goversoarnt  wims RETROSFECTIVE EFFECT FROM
THE DaTe OF vESTING: MEETING wits Surt Hare Kiusmna
Kovxar, Mister ron Lanp & Lanp Revence axp Sut
Sustir. Kunar Diana, Mivister  rox Comnence &
InpesTaies,

ft may be recalled thar tonsequent on the amendment
of the West Bengal Estate Acquisition Act, 1957, the question
arose about entitlement to toyalty as between the Govern.
ment of West Bengal on the one hand and the private inter-
mediaries on the other and as 3 result of litigation instiruted
in the Caleutra' High Courr by some individual collieries and
ko by the Indian Mining Association and Federation in
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1957, the working lessees ceased payment of royalry o their
immediate superior landlords, who, in tum, ceased payment
to the intermediary lessees up to the lessors of the first
degree thus creating a complete sualemate regarding  pay-
ment of royalty, Awemprs were therefore made w explore
the possibilities of an amicable settlement withour prejudice
to the rights and contentions of the parties to the existing
suits in appeal cases pending before the Caleutra High Courr,
After a series of meetings, the lust of which was held in the
room of the Secretary, the Government of West Bengal,
Commerce and Industrics Department, Mines, on 31 March
1966, a drafr deed of agreement was approved on the basis of
which the compromise proposals were to be given cffect 1o.
The terms of the compromise proposal were embodied in a
communication, No, 1577-Mines-3R-15/66 dared 23 April
1966, addressed by Sri C. R. Gautam, the then Assistant
Secretary to the Government of West Bengal, Commerce &
Industries Departmens, Mines, 1o the Secretary, Joint Work-
ing Committee, embodying the details of the compromise
proposal to the Coal Industry for smooth and quick collec
tion of royalty, etc. The W.C. was advised to issue neces
sary instructions o the lessees comcerned accordingly. The
JW.LC. was also advised ro instruct the working lessees 10
submit immediately o the Chief Mining Officer, Asansal, all
connected documents and royalty statements that mighe be
required by the Chief Mining Officer in this regard. The
working lessces and their superior lessors or parties in interest
(intermediaries) were alto advised to immediately draw the
deed of agreement in terms of the drafr enclosed therewith
and submit all relative facts and figures required for execu-
tion of deeds to the Chief Mining Officer, Government of
West Bengal. The gist of the compromise agreement in
terms of the above sertlement is given below:
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L. From 15 April 1955 10 Decenther 1961 :

Working lessees 1o pay rents and rovalties 1o the
intermediate lossées and lessees of the first degree in
36 equal instalments in licu of their dye Comn penisg-
tion under the Act

2. From Janvary a6z o Jr-12-1065:

“"ﬂ*‘kiﬂg lessees 1o pay all rents and rovalties: direcr
1o the Governmient of West Bengal in 26 equal’ insal-
ments,

3 From ; Tanuary 1966 10 30 fune 1966:
Working lessees 1o pay 10 the Swmre Government
renits and royalties at the rore of 5% ol the F.OR.
price of coal desparched in 16 equal instalments,

4 From v July 1966
All working lessees 1o Pay to the State Government

royulty at 5% of the F.OR. price of coal according
to the provisions of their leases.

5. Pavment if effected in 3 copua) monthly instalments
will be free of interest provided payments are regular.

A longstanding and highly complicated dispute was tline
settled to the bese advantage of the working lessees, inter-
mediaries and  also the State Governments, [i was also
agreed that all cases and all appeals in the Caleuten High
Courr should be withdrawn and disputes be seerled.

In pursuance of the above agreement 143 collieries have
fa far submitted documents which haye already been seruri-
nized and are awaiting execution,
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Most of the colileries have also been making payment
of arrears and current royalty in terms of the above agree
ment, The Indusry had also been pressing the State Governs
ment for several years for exccution of the document at au
carly date. But the representatives of the Industry were most
surprised and seriowsly concerned at the contemplated action
of the State Government in the compromise agrecment
entered into in April 1966 between the State of West Bengal
and the Coal Industry, particularly in view of the facx thar
i terms of the sgreement a lasge number of collieries harl
already made payment of huge amounts of rovalty, botii
arrear and ourvent, and submitted  the compromise agree-
ment to the State Governinent.

At a apceting beld between  Sri Hare Krishna  Konar,
Minister for Land & Land Revenue, and Sri Sushil Kumas
Dhara, Minister for Commerce & Industiy, and the repre
sentatives of the Coal Industry on 14 Seprember 1969 i the
office. of the Chief Mining Ollicer, Asansol, Sri Konar ex
pressed the following view:

“The question of paymenr of royalty should be viewed
from a new basin. Then the relationship with the Coal
Industry would e better. We have discussed this problens
in the Cabiner also, We have dedided thar we shall realize
the toyalty 1o which we are legally entitled.”

“We want to establish relationship with the Coal In-
dusiry an a new basis, The Supreme Court has given us the
might to collect royalty dues ar 5% with retrospeetive effect
from the date of vesting. The people will ask us why we
forewene this amount to which we were legally entitled?”

g
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Sri Sushil Kumar Dhara, Minister for Commerce &
Industries, siated that “the Cabinet decided that we two
Ministrics should see you ro pur joint pressure on you for
the purpose of realization”™ Tt was stated on behalf of the
Industry that it was simply impossible for the collieries tw
make payment of royalty ar the rate of §% wih retrospective
effect which would amount w Rs, 11 crores for West Bengal
and:Rs, 21 crores for Bikar. It was pointed owr thav collieries
accountz had been closed and appropriations had been: dily
made during the relevant period when the prices of coal were
rigidly controlled and the incidence of additonal cost of
production on account of such royalty ar the enhanced rare
was not at all provided in the then controlled prices, It was
lurthey smated thar the question regarding claim of royalty
at 5% from the date of vESting, J.c. with remrospective effect
m respect of statutory leases was considered at o meeting of
the Smanding Committee of the Coal Advisory Council held
un 35 Seprember 1g6g at New Delhi, and consideration of the
question which was sub-judice before the Pama High Coure
was deferred.

It will be relevant to recall that a meeting was held
eatlier between Sri Sushil Kumar Dhara, Minister for Com-
meree & Industries, Government of West Bengal, and other
Government  ropresentafives  and the coal producers,  on
g April 1969 in the office of the Chief Mining Officer. Asansal,
to. discuss royalty marters and other problems of the Coal
Industry.  Sri N. B. Lall Singha, President; Raniganj Coal-
field Commirree of the Federation. took the Chair at the meet-
ing. Tracing the history of the compromise agreement bet-
ween the Government, the Coal Industry and the interme-
diarics, it was smfed that by this compromise agreement the
Government was in a position to collect about a/3eds of the
toeal arrear royalty which had accumulated for the last 11t
years.. Ir was furcher stated that a large number of collicries
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were hard put o it to pay both arear instalments and the
current royalty. The Industry therefore pressed for imme-
diate exccution of the compromise agreements submitted to
the Government several months back. I was further staved
thar already 30 out of 36 instalments had been paid by «
majority of the collicries and that the instalments would be
paid in full within the next 6 months. It was unfortunate
that the Government of West Bengal did not honour the
settlement by prompely exccuting the documents, [t was
peinted out by the Industry thar owing 1o the recession and
consequent unsatisfactory demand for coal during the last
few years, it was not possible for many collieries to fulfil all
the demands of paying up to date royalties to the Govern-
ment,

Sri A. K. Mukherjee, Secretary, Commerce & Industries
Department, however, gave an assurance 1o the Industry that
most of the agreements submitted to the Government would
be executed very soon. It was stated by Sri Mukherjee that
out of 230 collieries only 145 collieries had so far submirted
documents and these documents had already been scrutinized
and were awaiting execution. Sri Dbara also requicsted  the
members of the Joint Working Committee to persuade their
members who were in default of payment of royaltics to
make pood the arrears and help the Governmen: in their
collection drive,  Sri. Dhara also mssured the Industry that
the Government was very eager to help the Industry 1o
Hourish  and desired s co-operation in all marers. His
Ministry would very soon appoint a few advisory committees
in which both the Governmenr and Industry would be re-
presented to discuss the problems of different industries, and
for proper co-ordination he was thinking of opening an office
at New Delhi to take up the cases with the Central Govern-
ment for prompe disposal. This would help the Industry
and the State Government to resolye all matters relating to
Central subjects.
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The Industry also drew the awention of Sri Dhara to
the dereriorating law and onder situation in the coalficld. S
Dhari requested a statement of incidents that took place
during the United Front regime in 1969 nnd said that his
Ministry would look into it. A representation was later made
1o Sri Sushil Kumar Dhara giving a derailed account of the
incidents that rook place during the time. But no effective
steps hiave so far beon taken in this regard and the law and
order situation has gradually worsened in the coalficld as
described in demil in the Report under the heading of "Law
and Order Situationn in the Ranigan] Coalfieli—ofig™

In the context of the clear starements made by Sri Sushil
Kurmir Dhara, Minister for Conumierce & Industries, on the
question of payment of arrear and current royalty in terms
of the compromise agreement, the stand tuken ar the subse-
quenr meeting, held on 14 Seprember 1969, by Sri Hare
krishna Konar, Minister for Land & Land Revenue, and St
Dihara, aempting to repudiate the terms of the compromise
sgrecment, hardly makes any sense,

At the insistant request of the [W.C, another mecting
was held between Sri Sushil Kwmar Dbara. Minister for
Commerce & Industries. and the vepresentatives of the Indus-
try at Writers” Building on 8 November 196G, Sri V. K.
Poddar, Chairman, Sri ]. N. Mookherjee, and Sri Pritamial
Chanchani attended rthe above meeting as representatives of
the Federation. It was stated by the spokesman of the Indus
try that im terms of the compromise agreement with the
Government of West Bengal, negoriared in 1966, ‘many
collieries had sabmitted the necessary documents to the Stare
Government, but these had nor heen excouted by the Gow-
ernment, [t was recalled thar at the previous meeting hield in
Asansol on 14 Seprember 1969, the Industry had been ad-
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vised that the Government intended 1o repudiate this Agree-
ment whith had been arrived we sfrer litigation and after
considerable negoriation and it now appeared that he
Government of West Bengal Inrended 10 claim royalty &t 5%
with rexmspective effect on the basis of an mcorrect inrer:
pretation of the Supreme Court decision. The Industry had
been asked whether it secepted the new situation. In view,
however, of the judgment of the supreme Court in the case
of Baijunath Kedia's appeal from the judgment of the Patna
High Court and the case of the Sone Valley Portland Cement
Co. Led. Vs, The General Mining Syndicate (P) Lid., in the
Calcutta High Court, it was very difficult for the Industry
1o accept the conrention: that royalry is payable ar 59, of the
F.OR. price with retrospective effect.  The Government of
Bihar's demand in this regard had been challenged in the
Pama High Court the Chief Justce of which has constituted
a larger Bench o consider the matter, These legal develop-
ments had raised doubts as w whether the royalty preferred
under the Compromise Agreement should be paid or nor, be-
fides casting doubt on the validity of the daim for 3%
royalty with retrcspective effect.

The position arising our of the Buijnath Kedia decision
of the Supreme Court and the Caleurta High Court's decision
in The Sonc Valley Portland Coment case was discussed
briefly. Tt was pointed our that the effcor of these decisions
was thar the by amendment o the West Bengal Estates
Acquirion Act was invalid and the Government could not
collect rovalties directly from sub-lessees,

It was pointed our that the purpose of the Compro-
mise Agreement was to clarify a doubtful situation o that
the Government could eollect revenue and the collierics could
know their position. The Industry expressed its faith in the
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Government by honouring at least some of the Compromise
Agrecments,  If the Compromise agreements were honoured,
payments of royalty would continue. If ir were repudiated
there would be no alternative (o litigation and payments
would in all probability cease, It was pointed out that there
were three main categorics of owners. One group had paid
all their dues under the Compromise Agreement, Another
group had paid some of their dues but becausé of genuine
difficultics had not been able 1o maintain their payments.
Thirdly; there were those who had oo intention of paying
royalty in accordance with the Compromise Agreement and
had not paid anything at all,

On behalf of the Government it was stared thar figures
showed that only 40% of the collicries were paying royalty
in accordance with the Compromise Agreement but these
tollieries accounted for 60% of the royalty due It was
pointed out that of the go% who were not paying royalry,
some had obrained their leases after 19535, others had paid
some of their dues bur for genuine reasons had not been able
fo maintain payments, while only a few did not mrended 10
pay av all. Furthermore, some owners had paid their dues
up to date but had been included among those who had not
paid, merely because the records were not complete. Tt ap-
peared thut the records of the Sub-Divisional Land Reforms
Officer were behind date by even as much as two years.
These differemt categories could not he lumped rogether and
criticized for not maintaining their payments under the

Agreement.

It wits also stared that it was understood that the Gentral
Government inrended 1 address the Stare Governments
suggesting that the State Government's clm lor royalty at
3% with revrospective effect should be compromised ‘on the
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basis of an agreement, the wrms of which would be indicated
by the Central Government in due course, This appeared 1w

be a satisfactory arrangement winch could meet the lega
position, the claim of the Stare Government and the view
point of the Indusiry that it was never intended that royalty
should be paid ar 5% with retrospective effect from the date
of vesting,

Reference was also made to the appeals in the Calcuta
High Court on the subject of royalty which were due to he
heard on or abour g November, It was suggested that both
parties to the appeal should ask the Court for an extension of
time, utherwise the case would be taken to issue and this
would merely resule in further complications. A dedsion
either way would be subject to appeal and nothing would be
gained. It was agreed thar the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry would ke the mater up with the Land Revenue

Department.

On Behalf of the Government of West Bengal it was
pointed out that a Cabinet decision had been taken 1o repu-
diate the Compromise Agreemient. While the marter could
be reopened with the Cabinet, it would be undesirable to ds
w0 until the Central Government's note on compromise settic-
ment had been received. The matter wonld be given further
consideration thereafter.

1. Srvny Grour’s RerorT: ReEvistox oF STowiNG sussiny
AN asstsTaNcE For DpFiever MiNise Coxprmons.

Tt may be recalled that the Government of India set up
in March, 1966 a Srody Group under the Chairmanship of
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Sti A, B Ganguli 10 review the prices of coal and coke and
some: other allied martere, P Sty Group submirted s
report in. Ocwobes, (966, The Group had considered in o
general way the expenditure the collierics I 10 ancur on
stowing and ‘had stared that the collieries weee generally e
curring loss on these operations, which, ro -« large extent,
ullsce their profir on narmal mining opetations.  The rares
W subsicdy alyeady. heing: given 1o/ the collierivs for stowing.
it said, peeded npward pevigion,

In November 1966, therefore, the Study Group was fur-
ther asked to go into this question and the question of special
assistance for adverse mining factors. The Group was plso
asked ta recommend how the extra cont, il any, arising from
its recommendations should be met, The adverse mining
facton include gassv namure of conl mines, depth of shafis,
inclinations of seams, transportation: cost from pithead
rilbead, pumping cosr and thinness of seame. The Group
was nsked also 10 go into the quession of fixation of rares
tor auxiliary transport of sands from the Coal Board dumps
" pitheads and the desirability of allowing stowing in thin

seams in Bengal/Biliar coalfields,

The Group submitied it report 1o the Ministry in
Seprewtber, 1668, This report was examined by the Depari-
ment of Mines and Meraly in consultation with {he Ministry
of Finance.

The Governmenr of India has accepted with some minos
modifications the recommendations made by the Study Group
on stawing subsidy and other forms of assistunce o coal

mdustry.



(12 )

In view of the complicated nature of the present position
regarding reimbursement of sand royalty, the Government
huts agread thit the Coal Board should pay sand rayalty i
all cases in addition (o the stowing subsidy puyable to indi.
vidual collicries.

The Group has revised the ceiling rutes for reimbursing
the cost of rransportation of sand by trucks from river bed
to: the colliery bunkers and has recommended a rate struc-
ture based on ecach kilometre of distance. The new rate of
subsidy rises from Rs. 2 /- per cubic metre of sand for 1 km.
distance 10 Rx. 6,40 for a distance of over 16 kms. Revised
ceiling mtes for rransportation of sand by tracks from the
Coal Board's storage poinrs 1o the Bunkers of collieries, and
tor the transpormstion of sand by different modes of mecha-
nised rranspart, have also been suggested.

The Group has not recommended any change in the
veiling rates for underground stowing costs. According to
the Croup, as the cost of underground operation has no rela-
tionship to the material used, the rate worked out for use of
sand should be valid for all rypes of marerial. The recom-
mended ceiling for rate is R, 247 for mines upto 245
metres.  The Group has found no justificarion for raising
the cosolidated rates, covering surface transpartation  of
stowing material and for underground operations, bur has
recommended that the oyalty for the sand used should be
paid over and above the ceiling rates. The Government has,
however, abolished consolidated rates for sand and decided
that the split rates should be treated as fixed rates. This, in
the opinion of the Government, will simplify the procedures
and also encourage the collieries to adopr cost reduction
measires,
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As the rising cost of stowing has been pushing the coal
prices higher, the Group has recommended adoption of a
more cconomical method of controlled roof caving. Wher-
ever it is possible o Introduce this method, it should be
insistedd upon and the changeover effected oveér a period of
ten years, A special subsidy at the rmre of So paise per
tonne of coal reclaimed has been recommended in place of
the stowing subsidy. The Government is, however, consider-
ing the significance of this method in the context of the
threatened shormage of sand and has decided that the subsidy
should be available upto the extent of what would have been
admissible if stowing had been adopted..

As for assistance with regard to the expenditure incurred
to wvercome the adverse mining factors, the Group is of the
opinion - that the costs incurred in category 1 mines for
measures agmingt gassiness should be treated as pant of the
general cost of coal raising and should not qualify for assis
tance, But, in regard 1o all mines of category 2, 3 and 4
the Group hus worked out the element of costs for which
assistance should be given and has recommended the ceiling
mates.  The Governmens has decided that the mines of cate-
gory 2, 3 and 4 may be given subsidy ar prescribed fixed
rates.

The Group has not felt the need for changing the exisi-
ing rates of assistance given with regard to depth of shafs,
The Government has agreed that the coal produced from
depths may be subsidised at the prescribed slab rates depend-.
ing upon the depth of workings, irrespective of whether
raising was done through shafi or not

As for pumping costs and thinness of scams, increased
rates have been recommended. Certain increases have been
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recommended in respect of assistance for pumping where the
pumping cost does not exceed Rs. 3 per tonne, and the cur-
rent rates of subsidy for thin seams have beéen recommended
to be increased by 25 per cent in cortain cases and go per
cent in others. No change in the existing rates has been
considered necessary for inclination of scams and for high
transportation cost from pithead to railhead.

At a meeting held with the Chairman, Coal Board on
30 Ocraber 1969 it was pointed our by the Industry that the
report of the Study Group was based on the data available
about two years ago and since then the cese of transportation
had considerably gone up owing to soaring prices of tyres,
tubes, lubricant, petrol, diesel, labour wages, erc,, the impact
of which on the cost of production should also be considered
by the Coal Board.

Although an assurance was given by the then Ministry
of Mines and Metals that the Indusiry would be given an
opportunity to discuss and consider the recommendations of
the Study Group before they were accepted by the Govern-
ment, it i unfortunate that the recommendations with minor
modificaions were applied to the Industry without consule-
mg it. Some apparent irregularitics in the way of fixation of
ceiling rates of assistance on the basis of the recommenda-
tons of the Study Group could have been rectified on murual
discussions over the table. For example, in accordance with
the provisa regarding the ceiling rates previously fixed by
the Coal Board collieries had already exccuted agreements
with sand transporting contractors for the financial year
ending 31 March ig70 at rates which were admittedly higher
than the revised rates as recently laid down i terms of the
Study Group’s recommendations. For instance, the ceiling
rate of assistance by uucks, tractors and trailers which was
previously Rs, 640 heyond 162 km, has now heen reduced
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10 Rs. 535 for uanspart above 10 kam, upto r2 km In conse-
quence of this. collicries will have o incur loss since they
have to meet the contractors’ hills ar the older and higher
rates even for the period from st January 1o 318t March 1976
in terme of the agreement already execured with the con-
rractors.  Attention of the Chairman Jins been drawn to the
#hove difficultics =0 thar the revised mates might be effective
from 1 April 1970 instead of from 1 January g0,

] AsSSISTANCE TOWAKDS INDINECY CHARGES YOK VOLUNTAWY
STOWING,

Clreumstances beyond the control of member collierics
samietimes make it almost impossible for them to -submis
«<laims for assistance for stowing on the dot. The Coal Roard
«certainly is within s right in refusing 1o entertin claimy
received after the due date. Bur when the period of delay
4% very short, say. not more than a week, it would be extreme-
ly harsh if rules are enforced rigidly, Cases have been
reported to the Federation that cven a day’s delay in sub.
mitting such claims has not been condoned by the Coal Board.

A Tepresentation was made by 5n V. K Poddar, Federa-
tion’s Chairman, ro Sri K. K. Ray, Chairman, Coal Board, in
his D.O. lerter No. s80A /1819 dated g November 1968, poini-
inge out the face that it was hard for the collieries these days
0 find the liguid resources for day-ro<day operation, particu-
larly Tor collieries who have fully implemented the Wage
Board award. In view of the {n_n and also the possibility of
arrears and lapses on the parr of the subordinate seaff of the
collicries. who are not always amiable to strict discipline, i
waas urged thar cases of delay in submining claims, when the
delay i really very shorm, should be considered with 3 certain
amount ol leniency.
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On the represenmation made by the Federation. the Coal
Board communicated irs decision, in its letrer No, IND;CH;
dated 256,69, to condone delay up to three months in the
submission of returns from the due date in respect of indirect
charges claims of past years

The Board also decided to extend the due dare for sub-
mission of indirect charges retums up to four months in
place of the existing prescribed period of three months afrer
the close of the financial year to which they relate imd also
authorized the Chairman to condine delay up ta rwo months
heyond the prescribed period of four months after the close
of the financial year depending on the merit of eath indi-
vidual case.

All refused indirecr charges claims in respect of the year

1hy-65, 196566 and (96667 have been ur dre heing regulated

in the lght of the above decision of the Board.

K. Revisiox o 1 CFILING HATES 0f assistance #ok  Hy-
DRAULIC STowiNg WITH SAND,

Based on the recommendations af the Study Group the
Government of India in the Ministry of Perroleum & Chemi-
cale and Mines & Menls;, (Department of Mines & Meals),
in pursuance of the provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 53 of
the Coal Mines (Conservation & Safery) Rules, 1934, has
revised the following rate and terms in respect of grant of
assistance by the Coal Board for srowing, both voluntary as
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well as compulsory, to any owner, agent or manager of &
<oal mine,

Material for use in stowing Rate per cubic metre of
and type of stowing. material stowed,

Hydraulic srowing with crushed material  Rs. 435
Dry stowing (packing) Rs, 3.77

Actual royalty on stowing material, should be reimbursed
wwer and above the above rates,

The surface cost of stowing with sand or with the
mixture of sand and ash, as admirted by the Board. shall be
reimbursed ar the following rates:

SURFACE OVERATIONS

Rates of assistance
S P Sand and ash per cu.m.
(ash upto 40%, by volume)

{1} (2)

Rs. Paise R Paise
A, Trausport by aerial ropeways.

Ihstance transpirted. cILm.

Upro 5 KM. 2.50 2.00
Above 5 KM. but not
exceeding 10 KN 3.30 260

Beyond 10 K. ML 3.50 2.80
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B. Transpors by trucks, tractors
atd frailers,

Upro 1 K.M.

Above 1 KKM. upro 2 K.ML
a 22KM . KM
w 3 EM , 4 KM
w 4 KM, 3 KM
w 5EM. . 6KM.
w G6EM . 7 KM
» 7EM . S§EKM
» SEM L gEM
w 9 KM 0 KM
w 10 KM 10 KM
o 1t KM a2 EM
» KM KM
« 3 EM. Lo KM
w04 KM, a5 KM
w 15 KM , 16 KM
w 16 KM,

. Transport by locomotive
(Steam or dicsel)
Upto = KM.
Above 2 KM, upto 5 KM,
w SEM. 10 KM
w10 KML

D. Transport by rope haulage
Upto 1.5 KM.

)

2,00
2.40
275
110
345
375
405
4:35

485
5. 16
535
5.6&
580
.00
fi.zo

.40

2.60
359
4-30
480

1.95
- (e o
275
300
323
3.50
370
340
4.10
430
450
403

495
500

2.10
280
545
385

1.60
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E. Transport by belt conveyor

Upto 250 merres 1.40 1o
Above 250 metres but no

exceeding 750 metres 1.80 145
Above 250 metres 2.00 1,6

The above rates of wssistance will be exclisive of royalte
tharges, which will be reimbursed in full.

The asistance in respect of stowing with all types ol
material for underground cobr shall be as ollows -

UspErcrousn oviarions Rate per cuwm,
(A) For depth of mine undertaking
stowing upto and inclusive of
245 metres 217

(B) For deprh exceeding 245 metres L
The following rates for the auxiliary mansport, whens

mechantsed system of sund transportation is adopred by the
collieries, will be admitted :

Mode of transport, Rate per vuhic metre.
Rs. paise per KM
Acrial ropeway 020  per KM
Trucks o400  per KM,
Lovomorives 030 per KM,
Rope haulage 235  per KM

Belt conveyor .35  per KM.
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The following rates will, however. apply for auxiliary
wransport of sand from Coal Boord's Ropeway system to

colliery hunkers:

Lhstance Rate per cubic metre.
Upto 1 KA ofs
Above 1+ KM. upro 2 KM, 130

e =2EM . 3EKEM 1:55

« 3KEM ., 4 KM 1.85

~ 4+EKM. , 5 KM 215

« 5 KM 2.45

Controlled roof caving: A careful sudy of all the
stowing collieries should be made by a Stvdy Team 1o be set
uh by the Coal Board and collieries, where the new method
can he followed, should be listed by this Stdy Team, In
4ll cases of new applications for stowing subwidy, if controlled
foof caving is feasihle, this method must be insisted. The
rate of assistance for this method will be the actual expendi-

ture limited to whar would have been admissible if sand
stawing was atopred.

L. Revisiox or stasioy sy mup Cosl BoAED 10 collisiins
SPECIALLY HANDICAPVED BY AIIWERSE FACTORS,

Similarly, in pursuance of the recommendations of lhﬂ
Study Group the Government of India in the Ministry o
Petroleum & Chemicals and Mines & Mels, (Department uIF
Mines & Metals), in s letter No, Cs-13(0)/68-1 dated 20 Scp-
tember 1969, prescribed the following revised seales of assis-
fance for underground and open cast workings in regard 10
various adverse factors with effect from ) January 1g70.

g
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In its letter No, SA=i12/11 dated 13 Ocrober 1gbg, the
Coal Board informed the Federation that as the revised scales
of assistance preseribed by the Central Government will come
into force with effect from 1.1.1970, all applications for diffi-
culr mining cases for the quarter ending March 1g70 will be
processed in accordance with the revised scales of aasistance,

Rate of assistance
per tonne of coal,

Rs. paise

(1) Gassy nature of coal mines (sub-
ject to it being established that
additional expendirure has 1o he
Incuried by collieries under vhis
head),

(i) Caregory 1 Mines il
(i) Caregory IT Mines olo
iii) Category (I and IV Mines 0,90

(b) Depth' of workings: —No assis-
tance will be admissible in the
case of workings at a depth 150
metres from surface or less. In
respect of workings mare than
150 metres in depth, assistance
shall be mdmissible for each
a0 metres of depth or part there-
of over the first 150 metres at 0.06

(¢) Inchmation of seams:—No assis-
tance shall be granted in caces
where the trie gradient of the
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scam §8 less than 1 in 3. For
seams with 1 in § or steeper
truc gradients, assistance shall
be admissible at

(d) Pumping Cost:—No assistance
shall be grmted in cuses in
which the cost of pumping is
Rs. 1/- per wnne or less of
coal raised,

(1) Where the cost of pumping
exceeds Re. 1/- per tonne,
but docs not exceed Rs. 2/-
per tonne of conl raised,
asststance  shall be admis
sible at

(i) Where the cost of pumping
exceeds Rs, 2/- per tonne
of coal raised, assistance
shall be admissible at

24 ¢

40% of the cost of
pumping  exceeding
Re. 1/- per ronne.

40 paise plus 30% of
the cost of pump.
ing exceeding Rs, 1/-
per tonne subject 0
4 maximum total as
sistance of Rs. oo p.

Note:—(1) In calenlating the cost. miscellaneous cost for

leave, bonus, cte, should e

computed ar 25%, of

the wage cost and supervision charges at 4% of

the total cost;

(2) All the water pumped out,

excluded the water

used for stowing should be raken into account ;

(3) In collieries working more than one seam some

of which are not eligible

For assistance, the

quantity of warer pumped and of the coal raised
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far the colliery a¢ a whole, should be waken into
account and if the cost exceeds Re. 1 /. per-tonne
of coal raised, the assistance should be granred
at the permissible rate for the quantity of coal
raised. from the eligible seam.

Riite of assistante
per tonne of coal.
(¢} Thinnes of Seams:—Np assis- Rs. paise
rance shall be admissible where
the thickness of seam 18 1.5
metre OF more.
(i) In the case of scams of
thickness exceeding 1 metre
but less thin 125 Metre, aais-
rance will be admissilile at 075

(i) In the case of seams of
thickness equal 1 or fess
thap 1 mmetre, assistance
shall be admissible 31 .. 180

(i) High transporiation cost from
pithead (o rmidicad - —Assis
rance shall be granted only in
cases ‘where coal is despatched

rail and the distance between
the pichead and the nearest
available loading point i§ more
than 3 miles (ie. 83 kilo-
metres). [ such cases assistance
ghall be granted ar a rate not
exceeding 15 paise per tonne

mile' or part thereof in res-
pect of the distance in excess of
the first 3 miles (483 kilo-
metres).
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3 The Central Government are also pleased 1o pres-
cribe the following sciles of assistance or open cast mines
(quarries) in xegard ta the adverse faltor ‘pumping cosr’ with
effect from 1.agro, in substinution of the sciles prescribed
in the late Ministry of Mines and Fuel letter No. Cs-13(11)/
62, dared the 3isr October, 162, namely :—

(2) Pumping Coat:—No astiktance
shall be granred in  cases in
which the cost of pumping i
Re. t/- per tonne or less of
conl raiscdl.

(i) Where the cost of pump- 30% of the cost of
ing exceeds Rs 1/~ per pumping exceeding
tonne but does not exceed Re 1/« per ronne.

Rs. 2/- per wnne of coal
raiser] assistance shall be
admissible ar

(i) Where the pumping cost 30 paise plus 200 of
exceeds Re 3/- per tonne the cost of pump-
of coal raised, assistance ing exceeding Rs.z/-
shall be admissible at ,, per tonne subject to

A maximum total as-

sistance of R o.50. .

M, Detay v payMENT of sunsioy vor (Gassixess anp Disre-
crer Mpone Coxpitioys.

Collieries Fad been expériencing difficulties on account of
the inordinate delay in oltaining payment of subsidies for
gassiness and difficult mining conditions: Mest of the colli-
efies dil not receive any payment even in December 1969 for
the quarters ending March and June. It was understood
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that the delay was due to non-availability and inadequate
overall allocation of funds. In the ner result, most of the
collieries were just not in a position to meet their statutory
obligations such as payment of royalty, provident fund dues,
wages to the workmen, ete, Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman,
wrote a D.O. letter No. 1926 dared 17.102.69 to Sri Jugnnnath
Rao, Minister of Stute for Perrochemicals, Mines & Metals,
Government of India, with a copy to Sri P € Sethi, Swte
Minister for Finance, Government of India, drawing his
attention to the difficulties of collicries and requesting prompe
action for allocation of adequate funds to enable the Coal
Board to make specdy payment of subsidies 1o the collieries
for gassiness and other dificult mining conditions,

In his D.O. letter No. Cs2(19)/6g dated 26.12.69, written
in reply t the Chairman's ropresentation, Sri K. K. Dhar,
Director, Ministry of Perroleum & Chemicals and Mines &
Metals, stated that additional funde 1o the extent of Rs 6o
lakhs had been placed at the disposal of the Conl Board for
payment of claims in connexion with subsidy for difficule
mining conditions,

The above amount of Rs. 6o lakhs was just enough to
cover payment of subsidies for difficule mining conditions
only for the quarter ending March 1966, Sri V. K. Poddat,
Chairman, in his D.O, letrer No, g4 dated 7.1:70 addressed
to Sir K. K. Dhar, pointed out thar unless additions] funds
were placed at the disposal of the Coal Board, it would nor
be possible for them o make payment even for the quarrer
ending June, 1969, e therefore requesied Sei Dhar to give
this matter his urgent considerution and make adequate funds
available to the Coal Board for payment of subsidics which
were long overdue.
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In his DO, letter dared 15.1.70° Sri Poddar also drew
the artention of Sri P. C. Setlil, to the ahove fact and stated
that a sum of ar least Re. 1.go crores was required to bring
the payments upto daie. Tt was understood that a budget
for the amount had been duly placed by the Ministry of
Mines for necessary action,

N. REIMBURSEMENT DF SAND STOWING COSTS:

Collieries have had to suffer owing 10 the steady increase
in stowing expenses during the past few years which have
ot been reimbursed in terms of the subsidy scheme, Even
in many cases of reimbursement the amount applied for has
been substantially reduced oo technical grounds. the net
effect being thar adequate measures for the conservation of
coal reserves cannot be adopted by the collieries. A memo-
randum on the subject, emphasizing this fact and also the
need for conserving blendable coal or better grades of non-
coking coal besides pure coking coal, was suhmitted to the
Coal Board by the Joint Working Committee under cover of
ite letter No, 40-A /321 dated 17 April 1g6g. The main poinrs
of the memorandum are given below:

Sand stowing started in India over so years ago. anul
sand stowing subsidies were first introduced ahout 3o yours
ago hased on the report of the Coal Mining Committee of
1037 with the intention to secure safery in the mines. At
that time, stowing costs were only partly neutralized. By
the Conl Mines {Conservation and Safety) Act of 1952, which
came into effect from 1954, stowing subsidy rates were revased
to 75% or 859 of actupl costs
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Al formulae seeking  reimbursement of stowing  cosrs-
take into account only direct expenditure. No account i
taken ol the cost of supervision ar levels higher than the
immedinee supervisurs engaged directly in the stowing work,
It can he safely established thar abour onethird of the work-
g fices in 4 stowing colliery are Idle at any ene time, A
colliery which Is practising stowing can only expect to pro-
duce about twothirds of the guipur of a colliery similarly
laid our, bur which docs not need to stow. Another resson
for a stowing collicry being poncconomical is that a stowing
tulliery handles more material for the sime outpur,

The importance of stowing in Indian collieries cannot
be overstressed. The seams are thick and the partings
Letween the seams in most cases are small. I the interest of
conservation aud safety, it is not possible to extract coal from
such seams without stowing, Most of the collieries that are
doing stowing are producing coking coal, blendable coal and
also producing beter grades of noncoking conl, Al these
roals are essentinl in the interest of national ceonomy’ and
the production of these collieries must not anly be kept up

bt incrensed fo o very lorge estent to meet the futurs
denmnds of the industries

In this connexion, it is pertinent 1o point out thar cok-
ing woal production reached 3 maximum of 1749 million
tonnes in the year 106364 The produciion for the year
166768 was only 1643 million tonnes. There hus therefore
been a dropin praduction of the order of 1.27 million tonnes
in four years. This trend must be reversed if production is
o reach 2439 million tonnes in the year 197071 a8 assessed
by the Planming Group wn Coal.
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The production for 196768 was 162 millien tonnes.
This means: thar this year there will be a surplus of nearly
365 million tontes in coking coals over the demand. bur in
17071, there will be a shortage of nearly 5.2 million tonnes
It ‘s, therefore, essentind that attempts be made 10 increase
the production by proper planning and mking advance
action in Intensifying produttion as well as opening new
arcas on new mines  As the private ssctor i not permitted
to open new mines and arc limited 1o vertical expansion,
they have to adopt more intensive stowing. This can only
be undertaken if such losses, as described above, are ade-
quately neurralized, as envisaged by the Coal Price Revision
Commirtee.

The Study Group has expressed the view that collierics
are, on the whole, losing Rs, 282 per tonne af coal won as
2 result of smmwing pperations.  Even after mking into account
the coal won by stowing, the collicries which are resorted 1o
stowing have practically ao profir margin left on the stowed
wal. The profit on normal coal mising is offser 1o n large
extent in many cases by rhe losses incurred by stowing,
Under the present<day conditions. there is quite a substantial
gap between the actual expenditure and the allowable reim.
bursement, The ceiling fixed nnder many of the snb-heads
need o be rised in accordance with the present<lay costs so
as o neurralize the losses on stowing. We think any revision
of the rates must be bused on 2 proper oost examination,

To substantiate its contention that the present rates
fixed by the Conl Board are quite inadequate, the Industry
wishes to submir the following factors for sericus considera-
rion :

) Restrictions imposed by rigid application of Rules
‘in Board's Manusl relating o admissible cogs,
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{b) Differences arise becanse the stowing expenditure is
campiled on the basis of acrual expenditure incurred
whereas expendinure allowed by the Coal Board is
hased on an anticipated procedure laid down in the
Board’s Manual.

{e) Ir & clenr thar three separate issues are involved.
These are:

(i) Tn the case of sand-etowing collieries where the
expenditure i€ allowed by the Board, the rate of
assigtance i reduced to a figure below the maxi-
mum of Bs. 4.15 per cubic metre. This maximum
itself needs revision.

(i) In the case of collieries qualilying for assistance
at the maximum mte of Rs, 4.15 per cubic metre,
the assistance received falls shore of the expendi-
ture allowed by the Board

(iii) In all cases, the assistance received s consider
ably less than actual expenditure

(d) Morcover, expenditure disallowed is generally com-
mon o most stowing collierics.

The Coal Price Revision Commirttee and the Tariff Com-
mission have both accepted the principle that the losses in
stowing should be fully newtralized, with ceilings only to
obviate inclicient aml extavagant working, In this context,
the word ‘subsidy’ i a misnomer, because the losses would
be partly sod not fully nevmalized. The Joint Working
Committee therefore suggests that the word “sulisidy’ should
not be ssed, and that the nomencliture “neutralization of
sandstowing  losses” or “reimbumsement of sandstowing
costs” would be more appropriate.
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i
0, Reiease oy Bank Guanantees civex sy Cowury Coy-
pANIES TN RESPECT OF Forgicy EXCHANGE RELEASED TO
THem rrRom THE [BRB Loax.

As mentioned in the report of the previous year the
Federation made @ representation 1o the Coal Conrroller for
release and payment of the amoum locked up in the form
of Bank Guamnice executed by those collicries who have
duly mmpl.md with and discharged all the obligations indi-
cated in the Guarantec Bond and those who have performed
and observed all the obligations and conditions mentioned
in the Bond and for whom there remains nothing 1o be
done or performed at present or in future. A leter, No.
DCP/AC(DS)/ WB/BOND/Release dated 1 July 1969, receiv-
ed from the Joint Deputy Coal Controller (P), stated that the
amount of security deposit could not be refunded  before
15 May 1976 in view of the fact that the currency of the
Bond would subsist rill 15 May 1976, Subsequent to the
above reply a further representation was made by Sri V. K.
Poddar, Chairman, to Sri K. K. Ray, LAS, Coal Controller.
in a letter No, 675/1161 dated 6 August 1969, in which it
was pointed our thar considering the purpose and objective
and the conditions imposed under the Bond which was un-
doubredly 1o ensure complinnce with the conditions men-
tioned in the Bond, there wis no point in detaining the secu-
rity deposic of collieries who had already complied with
those conditions, [t was emphasized by the Chatrman in the
ahove letter that there was no reason in withholding pay-
ment of the amount of the Guarantee Bond of collierics wha
bad long ago duly complied with and discharged and per
formed and observed all the obligations mentioned in the
Guarantee Band and for whom there remains nothing 10 he:
done at presemt or i fumure. There was thus no point in
merely sticking to the lener of law withour any considera-
tion of the ohjective for which the Guarantee Bond was
executed. Replving to the letter: of the. Chairman, the Dy.
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Coal Controller in his lerer No. DCP/FO/WB/BONID/ 4G/
1741 dated 15 October 1969 regreried his inability to reConsi-
der the maner and asked the collieries to wair ill May 1976
anly when the office of the Coal’ Controller would be in a
pasition 1o decide whether to refund or to forfeit the security
deposits.  Pursuing this maner, the Chainman, i his DO
lerter dated & November 1969, asked Sri G, 1), Ghamk, Dy,
Coul Controller (P), 1o consider the question of refund ac
leser 1o those collieries who had complied with the terms
and conditions of the Bond, The muter is still under
consideration of the Governmen,

P, IscomeTax Ruvres, 1g6:—Rares or Derreciation
ALLOWARCES,

Under the present Toncome Tax Rules governing com-
panies and finms, the expenditure incurred for acquiring a
mining lense viz., premium, stamp duty, etc. and the expen-
diture hucurred for winning and prospecting minerals inchud-
mg drilling and othet connected expenses are treated w of
# capital pate and po deduction s allowed from- the
Bevenue Account in respect thercof for the purpose ol
maxation.  Besides, in cases where the occurrence of minesal
i exratic or the property is full of faulss, ncither the depre-
cation nor the development rebate is allowed. The result
is that ar the gndl of the period when all the mincrl content
in the leaschold area is exhiusted so much of the capital
would: remain unredeemed and the mining companies wanld
find it extremely difficulr to write off those expenses.
Futthermorg, these expenses, not being treated as revenue
mrpnditun:, arc not maken into accoumt by the cost account-
ants while costing i done.

All these points were specifically  denlt with by the
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Federation in answer to the questionnaire issued in connexion
with the review of Incometax Rules, 1062 submitted to the
Secretary to the Government of India, Central Board of
Direct Taxes, New Delhi, in its lerter No, 2060 dated 24
August 1966, In its letter No. 354/208 dated g February
196g, addressed o the Governmeny of India, Ministry of
Steel, Mines and Metals, (Department of Mines and Metals),
New Delhii, the Federation urged the later w rake up the
ease with the Ministry of Finance for necessary relicf to the
difficulties specially experienced by the Coal Mining In-
dustry.  Sri M. S, K. Ramaswamy, Depury Seccretary,
Governmeny of India, Ministry of Petrolenm & Chemicals
and Mines & Memls, in his letter No, Cag-26(6)68 dated
23.4.60. referred 10 the budger speech for 196070 in which
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance had
stateel that the Government jntend to introduce i Paris
ment a comprehensive Bill to amend the Income-tax Act 1o
provide for amortization of expenses which are not admis
sible items of deduciions for the purposes of computition
of taxable income or are pot eligible for any depreanon
allownnee. It was also swted in the above letter of the
Misistry that the classification of different ltems of machi
nery for purposes of depreciation was also heing considerably
simplified and the general mre for plant and machinery
riised. Further to the above letter the Federation addressed
another letter No. 154/713 dated 15 May 196g to the
Minisiry of Petrolenm & Chemicals and Mines & Merals,
drawing it attention to the fact that “mining being a wast-
ing asset requires large resources for proper development and
unless depletion allowance is made admissible public moncy
cannot be attracted towards  the development of an asser
which is bound 1o be exhausted. The practical difficulties
now being experienced by the Coal Mining Indusry have all
been categorically: mentioned in answer to the guestionhaire
issied in connexion with the review of Incomeaax Rules.
tohz submitted 10 the Secretary to the Government of India,
Central Board of Direct Taxes, New Delhi”
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The Federation urged that the difficultics experienced by
the Coal Mining Industry should be considered in ther
right perspective swhen the Bill to smend the Income-tax Act
to provide for amortization of expetises was finalized.

Q. Regummaest or M EQUEMENTS rFor tHE Coal
Miving InousTry.

The Committee on Productivity and Modemization of
Mines set up by the Coal Advisory Council at its meetimg
held on 7,460, while considering the question of availabiliry
of indigenous mining equipment to be manufuciured by the
Mining & Allicd Machinery Corporation, Durgapore, decided
1o collect derails and the pumber of various types of mining
equipment that will be required by the Coal Industry from
197071 enwards 1o facilitre drawing up & production pro-
gramme, The Federation accordingly issued a0 circular e
(uesting its members to fumish the details and the number
of various types of mining cquipments to be required by
them from 197077 onwards for anward transmission 1o the
Coal Conrroller,

On the basis of the Hatements received from the mem-
bers of the Federation as well a5 of other Associations the
JW.C, forwarded the following list of mining equipment
that would be normally required by the collieries 1o Shri H.
B. Ghose, Dy. Director General of Mines Safety -and Con-
venor of Sub-Commirter for Preparing  Standing  Specifica-
tions of Mining Equipmenrs. Dhanbad, in i leteer No,
o-PM/ 1145 dared 2 December 1969,
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List of Mintng Equipmeni required for collieries,
Motors -+ Flameproof—Gr. ¢

w —rna
Drum Controller |
Resistance Box:

- Starting Gear

Star Delta Suirter

Auto Transforner Starier
Starter Control Switch

Control Circuit Equipment
Pusty bottan starrer
Limit Swirches -
Under Volt Switches 5 -
Rim Cord switches
Master Conrroller o
Multipoint Pistolgrip Switches
Floar switches
Liquid Controllers i '
Throse brakes
Electric Magnetic Brakes

Signalling and communication cquipment
Intrinsically Safe and/or Flameproof
Mining Telephone and Batteries
Flir plug rype cable couplers e FLP

Circuit Breakers o
Gate and Panels
Remote Control Panels =

Power Transformers and Transwitch units
(Oil, Air and Quarts flled construction)

Lighﬁ:ng Transformers.

"
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Compressed FLP. air Coal blasting equipment (Airbreak
system) with HP. Pipes, fitfings, valves, et
Armoured face conveyor.
Cutter loaders and other mining combines.
Under ground Locomatives,
Under ground drilling equipment,
Under ground coal curting cquipment.
Under ground Chain Conveyors.
Under ground Belt Conveyors.
Face pumps

subimersible

T

Megatar

sourer and self prining pumps

Drill Pumps.
Continuous Miness,

« Shortde Cars,

Roaf Suppart equipment
Hydraulic props
Props
Hydrautic Chocks
Friction Props,
Underground Coal haulers,
Face loaders of different TYles.
Methunometers and other porihle gas teSting apparariis.
Exploders. |
Friction and Drum winders with Run cquIpmEnt,
Skips with skip charging and measuting equipment wirth
special braking device of skips,
Safery appliances for skips and cages.
Suspension equipment for skips and CHges

- Winding ropes {or shafts more than qo0 M

L€ Winding ropes for all depths.
Flar ropes for baluncing,
Guide ropes for shafie with depths of more than 300 i,
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R. Sunorrack or lrox anp STerL MATERIALS FOR TiE
Coar Mmixc Ispustry oF Privare Sector.

The private sector collicries have been suffering from the
beginning of the year 1969 from an acute shormage of iron
and sicel materials. Efforts were made by the Coal Con-
troller 10 obtain an adequate allocation for the Coal Indus-
try ‘but the basic difficulty was that the consumers placed in
“Starus 1" by the Joint Plant Commirtee were being supplied
first with iron and steel materials, As the Coal Industry has
been placed in “Status 11" supplics of such materials are
heing made o the Industry after meeting the full require-
mem of the consumers placed under “Status 17, The Indus
try has repeatedly asked that it should be placed in Status
I for the purpose of geming iron and steel muterials. Sii
G. D Ghatak. Dy. Coal Controller (), held two meetings
with the representatives of the Industry, Joinr Plant Com-
mirtee, Hindustan Steel Lad.. Tam tron & Steel Co, Lid.,
und Indian [ron and Steel Co, Lid.. and also their distribu-
tors, the first on g April 1969 and the second on 7 May 1569,
in the office of the Coal Conrmoller to discuss the (uestion
relating ro availability of various rypes, sizes of plates, sheers,
rails and other items of iron and steel materials for collieries.

Sri Ghatak explained 0 the manufacturers as well s
the distributors of iron and sweel materials thar a serious
situation had developed in the Coal Industry as a result of
non-availability of iron and steel materials like 10 gauge
sheets (3.05 mm.), 5 & 6 mm. plates, 14 and 30 Ibs, rails ete.
used in collicries. Tt was pointed our by him that unless the
marterials were made available to the collieries on a priority
basis, coal producrion would be greatly hampered and if
coking coal production was affected, supplies to Tron and
Steel Industry would dwindle. I was also explained 1o them
that the Coal Controller, being the sponsoring authority for
vearce materials like G:P, & G.C. cheets tnly, was not retjired
10 keep track of the demand and availability of other iron
and steel materials like hlack sheess, plares ‘and light section

1o
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rails, Tt was therefore stressed that there was a meed for
channelling the diseribution of socalled non-scurce materials
through the Coal Contruller afier assessment of demand on
collierywise basis;

The Dy, Tron & Steel Controller, Sri 8. C, Mukherjee
who was present st the meeting held on g April 1669, stared
that owing 10 no rolling of 24 and 30 Ibs. rails during the
last ‘seven months; there was a1 shortage of “such materiale
He suggested  that the demand of the distribution to the
Coal Industry should be co-ondinated by the office of the Coal
Conrroller.

Discussions also centred round the rolling programme of
B.P. shees and pl:mc.- of various spccﬂ':catmns required by
collieries for repair and consrruction of coal wbs—a vital
link for production. Tt was decided thar [ISCO  should
intensify their production programmme of jo G. C. Sheets and
both TISCO and Rourkela for sheets and plates. Each such
plant should communicate to the Coal Controller's office, the
Iron & Steel Controller and the Joint Plant Comminee
details of their production programme to clear the outstand-
ing orders,

At the second mecting held on 7 May 1960, it was stated
thumﬂmgwulhnr.tinﬂ_mpmduﬂlnn of iron and steel:
coking tmal production would be hampered affecting coal
supplies to the steel plants. As it would ke a long time 10
clear the ourstanding orders and 10 cater o the fresh demand
at the current rate of production of lighe rails, it was suggested
that the current orders for mils might be equitably spread
over all the steel plants having armngements for rolling light
rails. It was further stated thar the coking coal sector was
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placed under the key industries and that these collieries
deserved special preference and  priority, - particularly when
iron and steel materials were in short supply, Sri M. C.
Parekh, who attended the above mecting s a representative
of the Federation, however pointed out that the demand. of
collieries producing noncoking coal should not alse be
ignored, otherwise supply of coal 1o the power houses, rail-
wiays, ordnante factories and other vital industries would
suffer. The supply of light rails was considered very precari-
ous and it was considered that even the importation of light
mils to meet the demand of coking coal collieries might he
unavoidable. Sri Parekh suggestcd thar the Hindustan Stech
Lrd: and ISCO should be persuaded to smrt the rolling of
light rails and that the Minisiry should be kept posted with
the entire situation so that the indigenous production of light
rails could be intensified to avert shortage and impartation
of light rails,

It was suggested by the Joint Working Committee that
the Ministry of Mines and Metals should be represented on
the Joint Plant Committee whose dury would be to distribure
iron and steel materials in a rational maner, particularly in
view of the fact thar the supply of steel materials was of
crucial importance 1o the Coal Industry. Tt was  further
suggested that the Coal Industry’s allocation of jron and steel
materials (whose demands eould be planned for direct supply
from steel plants) should be made through the Coal Con-
moller 1o the controlled stockists carmarked for the Coal
Industry. The steel plants could be requested to advise the
Coal Controller of despatches of iron and steel materials to
the controlled swockists so thar these might be allocared by
a Screening Committee to be set up by the Coal Conrroller
on the lines of the existing Import Licence Screening
Coammittee.
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It was also pointed out that the Coal Indusiry required
steel sheets for tub tepairing and for this purpose it was
possible to use rejected or defective sheets. T was requested
thar steel plants would be asked o make available rejecred
or defective shieets to the Coal Industry.

The problem coukl best be resolved by increased produc
tion of the kinds of materials required by the Coal Industry,
particularly, B.P. shieers, MLS. plates and light rails. The Coal
lodustry would appreciate advice as to whether increased
production of these materiuls would he possible i the near
future.

8, Imeont Licpvcr Scremsmg Comsimieg

Only two meetings, the 15th and the 16eh, of the above
Committee were held during the year. Sri R ¢ Parel, a
nominee of the Federation. represented the Joint Working
Commirtee on the Committee as a technical representative

The 15th mesting was held on 24.1.69, 25.1.69 and o
17.:2.6g in the office of the Coal Conrroller. Caleutta and
agin on 2p.3.00 m the office of the D.G.MS., Dhanbad.

At this meering Sri G. . Ghatak, Dy. Coal Controller
(P), who is also the Convener of the Committes, infarmed
the members that for the period April o Seprember, 1968
allocation of regular foreign  exchange received from  the
Ministry was Rs. 15 lakhs from rthe General Resources amd
Rs. 5 lakhs from Rupee payment sources, He stated that al-
though the allocation from General Resources had been com-
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plotely utilized and rcleased ; urilization against the alloca-
tion from Rupee payment sources had been very poor
{Rs. 146 thousands only could be utilized against the alloca-
rion of R 5 lakhs),

Sri D. Sanyal, Asstr, Coal Controller and Secretary of
the Screening Committee informed the members that for the
period October, 1968 w March, 1969 fresh allocation of
regular foreign exchange had been reccived from the Minis-
try, the amounr being Rs: 10 lakhs from General Resources
and Rs. 5 lakhs from Rupee Payment areas. Import Licence
applications 10 the extent of 4354 lakhs inclusive of
the old applications of the value of 11.4 lakhs were examined
by the Commitice. Import Licence applications included
mainly the following irems: —

(1) Gaplamp bulbs,

(2) Guide rope. Cage suspension gear, briddle gear,

{(3) Methanometer, Recorder erc.,

(4) Haulage, Locomotive, Winder, Loader, Coal Cutters
e1c.,

(5) Exploder,

(6) Drill, Air Compressor etc.,

(7) Turbine parts, Transformers e,

(8) Coal Washing plants, Coke Ovens,

(g) Hoist, Loading Shovels, Bulldozers etc.

1. Carvane Bunss:

The availability of caplamp bulbs from indigenous
source by the beginning of the current year, as expected ear-
lier could nor he depended upon. It was decided that one
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bully for each lamp would be recommended excepr in-cases
where the actual number of bulba applied for were les than
the total number of lamps.

z. Winomie anp Guing Ropgs:

Applications for Winding and Guitde Ropes could net
be processed becawse the specification ete. and the availahi-
lity of the Winding Ropes from USSR. and Poland could
nop then be ascermained and also because our of 3 firms given
approvil by the D.GMS. w supply these mpes for o limited
depth for experimental purpose one was then under lock our

3 Memmasoveren Reconners Ere,:

It was decided that all appleations for Methanometers
and other Gas indicators would be sponsored for the lowest
technically acceprable offer,

4. Faiction Props avp Seriwe Devices:

2500 pes, were allowed to be tmported,  In Future ne
application for Friction Props would be entertained.

5. Diessi Mixe Tracrons wim Tramons:

Ax ‘one Tracror with Trailors was locally available from
N.CDC, and some Trailors were being manufnciured in the
workshop of = cnﬂlcr}' company  only - two Tracrors were
allowed to be imported and their Trailors fhould be procurid
from indigenous sources,
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6. Rocxrm SuoveLs:
Only 14 Nos. Rocker Shovel were allowed to be imported.

= 3 Nos, 6 P, 100 Power Units suitable. for mounting o
existing armoured face conveyors each comprising Gear Box,
Fluids coupling and a 65 FLP clectric motor werc allowed 1o

be importeil.

8  Velonerer; ANEMOMETERS, METHANOMETERS AND
Toxic Testers:

= These salety items were allowed for imporiation.

g 1000 Mrreis Funty Locken Cot. Wine Rorgs:

These were allowed to be imported, but in future no
application for aerial ropes would be considered for impor
tation,

1o, Ismossicacty Sare TELEFRONES :
Importation of these was approved by the Committee.

At the 16th meeting of the Tmport Licence Screening
Committee held on 22969 and 23069 ar the office of the
Coil Comtroller, Calcusta 8ri A. Banerjee, Jr. Dy. Coal Con-
wrofler () and Jr. Convener, who presided over the meeting,
informed the members that the allocation from General
Resourced for the year 106869 Thad been fully uiilized and
released bur utilization againgt the allocation fram the Rupee
Payment Sources hiad licen ‘unexpectedly very poar. The
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details of allocation visa-vis utilization during rthe year 1968-
69 as explained by Sri Banerjee are given below:—
(1) Allocation: (1968 /60)
{#) General resources — Rs. 2500 lakhs.
(b) Rupee Pavment area — R 1000

Towal Rs. 3500 Lakhs

(i) Urilizarion :—(1968-69)
(a) General resources — Rs. 25,16 Lakhs,
(b} Rupee Payment area — Rs. 137 .

Total Rs. 26,53 Lakhs

Sri Banerjee then informed the members that for the
period April 1960 to September 1969 2 Fresh allocation of
foreign exchange had been reccived for Re 12 lakhs from
General Resources. Owing 1o poor. utilization no allocation
had been made from the Rupee Payment Sources for the
curfent perivd. He then gave the following sccount of the
Import Licence applications to be examined in the above

mccung.

A. (i) Okl applications for reconsideration— Rs. 40,160
(i) Applications received since April '6g

(a) Caplamp bulbs Rs. 11,3783
{b) Wire ropes Rs. 710686
(¢} Onher irems Rs. 1366504

Toml — Rs 201,552
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B. Applications eleminated on 1st processing—

(a) Due 1o non-receipt of Essentiality
Certificare— Rs,  6g0a
(b) Application lor import from
Rupee Payment Sources — Rs. 3850

Total  Rs. 12,350

Sri Banerjee referred to the nondnclusion of caplamp
bulbs in the Import Trade Control Policy Book for the year
19670 and as the caplamp bulbs were neither available
indigenously nor were likely 1o be available in the pear
furure from any indigenous source, it was decided thi
import of this ftem would be allowed at the rate of 1.14/2
bulbs applied for.

Winoma axp Guine Rores

{i) For ropes, other than locked coils, applications would
be examined and sponsored only in such cases where
the shafr depth exceeded 350 metres:

(ii) Length of ropes applied for in relation to the shaft
depths would be checked once again before the appl-
cations were forwarded 1o the JCCIL & E,

(iii} Applications for locked coil ropes of short lengths
(upto rooo” fr)) would be referred to the DGMS. 1o
ascertin whether the D.GMS. required insmallation
of such ropes for reasons of safety.

Gas Derecrons axn METHANOMETERS EYC,

It was detided thar all applicarions for Methanomerers
and spures would be sponsored. Only o9 of the 1ol
number of Carbon Monoxide tubes would be recommended
w the JJCCL & E. and for the rest the applicants were
advised 1o contact the M.S.A. Calcuta,
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Exmoners

Regarding  exploders, the following  decisions were
taken:—

(i} All the spare parts would be allowed.

(ii) Not more than six Exploders woulil be allowed on
account of any individual eolliery.

(i) ME-12 type Exploders shoulid be allowed in place of
MES type exploders which were going 10 be obeo-
lete soon.

Spares for Haulages, Winders, cage suspension Gears,
Briddle chains, safety detaching hooks, rope capples, gate
end box and ar arcuwit breakers ;

Sl
Certain specified items were allowed 10 be imported.
Spares for coal cutters, loaders, loading shovels & Milling
machiners;

It was decided that only one 11 line cutter chain {and
not g} per machine would be sponsored as a wken import
with stipulation to the wsers that they should obtain their
furure requirements from indigenous sources,

Considering thar recommendations against the existing
applications would not fully cover the entire allocation of
Ra. 120 lakhs, a decision was taken that fresh applications
would be invited from the privatesector coal mining industry
on an immediate basis, and the applications should be scru.
tinized by the Codl Conrroller's office without waiting for
the screening Committee meeting,
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111 DISTRIBUTION

A Traxsport oF Coal

Inadequate wagon supply still continues to be one of the
fimiting factors of coal production. The poor supply of
wagons during the calendar year i, from January to Decem-
lier 196y caused a severe strain on the producers and con-
sumers of coal at & time when the demand was just picking
up. The Railway's movement of coal has never bein able
to catch up with the actual requirements of the produces and
consumers, Althiougly the performance of the Eastern Rail-
way during the year 196 yas generally satisfactory excepting
the months of April, May, June, July and December, that
of the South Enstern Railway was most disappointing
throughout the year. This will be evident from the fact tha
agninst the minimum target-of (ooo wagons fixed several
years ago for 8. E. Railway which was even then admittedly
short of requirements, there was a shortfall of 270 wagons
daily. Even during the slack season more coal could nat be
moved owing to scarcity of wagons. During the year 1969
the daily average loading of wagone was only 1630 against the
asstired minimum of 1900. During the year 1969 the daily
average wagon supply was 8300 for the whole of India against
the minimum of 8640 wagons per day assired hy the Railway
authorities leaving @ shortfull of 340 wagons. This will be
evident from the following tables:—

Esilern Houtt) Esstern Tatal
Ruilway - Hailway 1
Marsul 00 wrga 1000wy 650 win
Justwary 88 Toadmy a7 g 6440
shnrt full - _l‘ﬂ- _N; -EQ
Fiubruary 68 Tonding s1h 175 fam

shettfall 4 6 o5 + o
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Easlgmn Bouth Faslern Tatal

Railway : Railway :
March 68 leanel by iy 1643 €626
sortfall & 24 2= + %
Apnil 68 Iy 4741 168s B43T
shottall 4 ar “an e
May ‘0@ loaiding 4550 1565 6TEd
shortlall g E 316
June 6O Foad it 243 164E HlE2
shortiall 260 Tose 318
July ‘68 luoding L) E EE
shortfall 5 278 334
Amguet 68 Ioading 4501 1614 6215
shorifall 1 E E
Feplomber 68 loading aads 1734 6579
sortfall  + 18 18 n
Oclober '8 kading 778 1503 sun
thrthll  + 7@ am =m
November 60 loading 4813 1600 &572
sherttll 4+ 113 W k)
Decesiber 60 luading 3618 1555 5173
short fal) e 35 axr
Avasnge [ [ 474y 1630 6374
Morhll 4 4 s o

Owing to the shortage of wagons there has been 5 very
large accumulation of stocks ar the pitheads which are esri-
mated at more than 6.0 million tonnes a1 the end of the
<alendar year 196,
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B, ASSESSMENTS OF DAILY REQUIREMENTS OF WAGONS
IN VARIOUS FIELDS DURING THE FOURTH PLAN PERIOD.

A mecting between the Coal Controller and the repre-
sentative of the Industry was held on 7 October 196g in the
Coal Controller's Oflice 1o examine the following:

(i) The daily wagon targer as allowed by the Railway
currenitly and the extent o which this falls short
of the requirement, as envisaged by the producers
and the consumers, if any.

(ii} The daily wagon rarget that will be required for each
field during the 4th Plan: period based on consump-
tion pattern, demand and coal target.

(iil) Creation of some sori of cushion for transport of
coal by Rail in emergencies, and the extent o which
this should be made for various fields over the daily
wagon target thar will he required during the 4th
Plan period.

The above subjects were discussed ar 2 meering of the
Federation Sub-Committec on matters pertaining (o trans
port and State of West Bengal (Royalty, Law and Order,
Mining leases, Taxes, etc) and the following nore prepared
by it was forwarded to the Coal Controller for his considera-
tion ar the meeting:

The daily targer and the loading as per the figures
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available to the Federation for various fields for May. 1960:
15 a8 under: -

Fields Targer Loading
Bengal-Bilar 6600 6284
Korca-Rewn 850 887
Talchar 100 59
Pench-Chanida 500 L5210
Singareni S5 32
Asznm 560 45

860 Biy46

It would be evident from the above that the actual load-
ing falls short by 544 wagons per day in the various filds
against the rgen fixed by the Railways.

So far the currenr loading targets are concerned it
should be noted here that due to acure recession in the
country during the preceding two years (1967 & 1968) the
actual demand for coul did not materialise according 1o
anticipation, Lately on account of revival of economy there
are definite signe of increased demand for coal and if the
present tempo in the econamic activity i8 maintained, it can
safely be envisaged that demand for coal in all sectors would
rise continuously in the nest five years. It can be assumed
therefore that the targets fixed for the third plan  would
matetialise in  the Fourth Plan positively, As such, the
planning for transpart 1o meer the coal demand is to be made
on priority basis without the least delay. It has been sug-
gested by the highest level thar Railways capacity should be
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@ lirtle ahead of the actual demand and in view of the fact
that there are definite trends in the demand for coal urgent
sleps are necessary to create the required capaciry,

50 far-as the daily wagon loading targer thar would be
required, it would be prudent on our part 1o make arrange-
ment for wansport on the basis of the thied plan which has
been spilled over 10 Fourth Plan so far as non-coking coal is
concerned. In coking coal sector there would be some
mmerease over the third plan target bur this should be decided
in close consultation with the Ministry of Steel and coking
coal producers,

The Third Plan envisages production of about 72 million
tnnes of coal in Bengal-Bihar coalfields but allowing for
domestic consumption, boiler consumption and road move-
ment, transport requirement by rail would be minimum 62
to 64 million tonnes per annum,  On the above estimate the
daily requirement of wagons in Wm Bengal and Bihar-
coalfields would be 8000 wagons per da

The targer of production for Pm:h-Chmda. Kore-Rewa
was 13,50 million tonnes and as there is very lirtle road
movement in this area it would be pecessary to plan rail
cipacity 1o the extent of 13 million tonnes which would
require about 1625 wagons per day, In other coalficlds in
Singrauli, Singareni. etc. which are in the Public Sector, no
assessment s being made by the Federation about their

requirements,

As regards creation of some cushion, wherever there is
matural calamity or earth<uake or junctional or seasonal
shortfalls in allotments, the Railways invariably explain the
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shortfalls on account of the abovementioned factors. On
account of this there is wide variation in day to day allo
ments and particularly in rthe busy season from October to
June the Railways plead their helplessness 1o meet the wagon
requirements of the consumers. It is evident that ar presens
for g months in a year, there is no cushivn existing whatso-
ever which would ke care of addirional demands on the
transport during he busy season. Although there is not much
spare capacity during the lean months of July, August and
September, it is a fact that rransport position is easy during
these three months and  the Railways can in cooperation
with the producers and consumers have better utilization and
turn round of wagons during these three months. It would
be in the interest of the Railways and the lower priority con-
sumers which are a vital secror of the cconomy that essential
consumers like the Railways, Steel Plants, Power Houses,
Cement Factorics ete. build up additional 5 to 1o diays stocks
within thede three months so thar the other users can take
advantage of wagons offering during the busy season, For
these three months the Railways must give some incentive
by way of longer credit and reduction in freight if the con.
sumers build up additional stocks. This suggestion has been
given by the Industry during the lase 2/3 years and in view
of the Fest rempo of development and pressure on the Rail
ways it i not yer wo late for the Railways to evolve o
scheme which would give an incentive to the consumers fur
the purpose of movement 6f additional coal.

During the busy season the lowest priotity consumers
siich as brick buming industry and soft coke deserve some
consideration from the Railways as these priorities suffer most
onaccount of madequate allotment. They are virl section
on account of inadequate allotment, They are vital sections
of the community and creste job opportumitics for millions
of people in construction of houses, roads, ete. Tt will he
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most unfair on the part of the Railways to ignore these viral
sectors. when their demands for coa! are not mer.  As this
section of the Indusiry has been managed by small and
medium class people it would be fair 1o persuade such prio-
rities 1o block their valuable capital in coal stocks during the
lean season and it is of parsmount importance that their
demands which are essential should be met as and when they
require coal. As such a cushion or a minimum quota. of
wagons should be reserved for brick buming and soft coke
during the period October ro June and their actual require-
ment should be planned in consuliation with the State
Governments of Utiar Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab and Haryana.

On a rough estimate requirements of soft coke should
be planned on a minimum requirement of 4350 wagons a day
with 7 10 10% increase every yvear, Minimum requirements
of brick burning coal in the above Mughalsarai direction
from Bengal-Bihar coalfields during the busy season would
be $00 10 1000 wagons per day,

C. Waicox Surriy Posmoy

There was a marked detedoration in the wagon supply
position, particularly on the South Eastern Railway, during
the months heginning from April to September. It will be
observed from the following rable that in the cse of the
South Eastern Railway, there was a progressively increasing
shortfall in the wagon supply agrinst targer until Augusr
1969 when the shortfall was 286 In spite of a slight im-
provement in the supply in September 1969, there was siilf
a shortfall of 166 wagons on the South Eastern Railway,
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" Perind Loading Shortfall oves  Larpat,
E Wy &5 KRy Towl E Ry S.0 Ry Totl

(Targey) — 700 1800 BEND

1050

Al AWl {885 BT 4+ 41 -md4 173
Ay 458 185 6E8d —111 25  —Alb
June A6 168 ME2 o4 25 BB
July 454 le@ e - B _am -
Anguat AEOL 1614 8318 -0 _gas -5
Seplembes 4836 1TM &5 4145 s oo

In the case of the Eastern Railway, which usually meets
the wirgented figre of 4700 wagons, fixed s long ago as
1960, the mppl:,r ‘position from May 100G onwards was wholly
madequate as the above figures show. Owing ro the short
supply of wagons, the stocks of coal ot pitheads Have consi-
derably increased, The Joint Working Commitree made
represenuation. to Shri K. S, Banetjee, Director, Traffic
(Transporration), Railway Board, New Delhi, drawing his
attention to the acute shortage of wagon cupply position and
requesting him to take immediate steps 1o meet the increas-
ing coal requirements of the country, It wus also pointed
out thar more coal could not be moved during the manths
of July, August and September, Le. cven during. the slack
season. But to the Industry’s disappointment, jnstead of
tiking any clfective steps 1o improve wagon  supply, the
Directar, Traffic (T ion). Railway Board, in his letter
No. 66-TTH/60/BB/1 dated 29 Ocrober 1660 merely asked
for figures of pithead stocks of eollicries whaose

stocks had allegedly increased as mentioned in the lerer of
the .W.C.
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D. Movement o CoaL rroM Ouniying Frerps
10 DELHl aneas.

The Commitiee of the Federation is greatly perturbied
over the unilateral decision of the Railway Board o permit
maovement of coal ona trial hasis in December from our.
Iying coalfields to North India via Delhi area and Ferozepur
in total disregard of the previous assurance of not disturbing
the existing linkage of consumers of different coal producing
areas and also of the assurance given by the Planning Com-
mission that the present installed capacity and the resources
Should be fully utilized and thar every assistance would be
given to the units to raise production according 1o their
installed capacity.,

In & memorandum dared 18 December 1965 submitred
to Dr. Triguna Sen, Minister of Petroleum & Chemicals and
Mines & Momuls, by thie Federation’s Chairman, Sri V. K
Poddar. with a4 copy 10 the Chairman. Railway Board,
Ministry  of Railways and o Sr Jyou Besu, Dy, Chicf
Minister, Wesy Bengal and SHi Sushil Dhara, Minister of
Commerce & Industries, Government  of West Bengal,
Caleurra, it was pointed ont thar if such 4 movement wis
allowed 1o continue the collicrics in West Bengal, which were
suffering from labour trouble and insufficient demand  would
further lose their cxisting markets resulting in complens
dislocation on_ their ccomomy.  He therefore emphasized the
need for the Ministry's Intervenrion: and immediate action

o stop any further movement from the outlying ficlds 1o
North India,

The memorandum also pointed out that when the ard
FiveYear Plan was drawn up by the Government, various
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targers were laid down for different coalfields, with linkage
of consumers to the coalproducing areas. On this  basis,
the collieries in different zones planned their production so
as to suit the demand for the areas linked to their produc
ton. The Railways also invested enormous sums of money
by way of elecerification, diesclization, doubling of tracks
and modernization of yards in the entire Caleurta Mugal-
saral sections, extending over 650 kms. West Bengal coalk
ficlds produce more than zo million tons of coals, and the
bulk of this coal could not be consumed in West Bengal and
has to. move in upcountry directions above Mugalsarai.
While coal prices had been decontrolled, i had been stated
that there had been no general distriburion deconmrol $o far
as transport of coal was concerned. The Railway had formed
a scheme of rationalized ITANSPOTT MOvEment, so a5 [0 MOve
coal from different coalficlds to certain areas, taking into
consideration the installed capacity, the proposed production
and the wellestablished linkage between the producers and
consumers, Tt was highly improper, particularly for West
. Bengal coalficlds; thar withour consulting the industry a very
major. deviation was proposed to he made by allowing coal
from outlying fields to move in Delhi area. Coal from West
Bengal coalfields moved ro the Delhi area and certain lower
grades of coal arc being supplied 1o Delhi Power Station.
With the proposed changes, the economy of the  collieries
would be disturbed and the existing linkage would also he
jeopardized. The Planning Commission had accepted the
view that the present installed capacity and the resources
-should be fully urilized and every assistance given t the
units to raise production according to their installed capa-
city. While the industry would have no complaint with
regand to the linking of new consumers to the nearest spply
sources, it should not be the Government's palicy to disript
suddenly the existing channels of the movement, This was
in variance with the Governmeny policy and the investments
made by the Railway: and the conl industry  will prove
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The Memorandum went on to state that the rationali-
Zation pattern of transport could not be changed 1o suit
certain coalficlds. Ir was a well known fact that large num-
ber of consumers situated i West and Sowth India were
prepared to pay higher freights for coal purchases from West
Bengal coalficlds, and the quality of coal available in Seuth
and Western India: was much inferior 1o thar of West
Bengal coalfields In spite of this, there was no  general
relaxation for movement of West Bengal coal 1o these areas,
and the Industry had accepred this, and to that extent the
West Bengai coalfields marker was limited. So, when there
is control, there was no reason why the Railway should ssart
new experiments av a eritical juncture and disturb the col-
lieries in West Bengal,

The JW.C also, in its letter No. 73/71/1203 dated
18 December, 1969, addressed 10 Sri G. D. Khandelwal, the
then Chairman., Railway Board and to Sri B. M, Kaul,
Director, Trans, (Traffic), Railway Board, made a similar
represeniation.

E. Loco Coan Tespes (Texoer No, Furs 6 or 196g)
isUED By THE Ranway Boarno,

The Government of India, Minsiry of Railways (Rail-
way Board) published 3 mnotification in several news papers
inviting tenders from the producers of coal/coke for the
supply of Selected ‘A" & 'B', Grade T and Grade 11 non-cok-
ng coal produced in Bengal,  Bihar, and outlying coul-
felds, coking coal of Grade HH and higher grades (which
are not required by steel plants), ungraded coals of Singareni,
soft coke, rubble coke, slack coal. nut coke, pearl coke. B. P,
Hard Coke and Bechive Hurd Coke for the period 1,10.1969
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10 30:0.1970. It was stated in the said notification thar offers
of only those tenderers would be considered—

(a) who are producing coal from their own mines and
whose average production during the last six months
viz, December, 1968 10 May 1969, is nor less than
3000 tonnes per month for all grades rendered

(b) who are producing coke from their owi cokeries.,

It was further stated in the notification that rhe last date
of submission of tenders was ¢ August 1960 and that render
documents have t© be submitted this time to the Joint
Director Mechanical Engineering  (Fuel) Railway Board.
New Delhi instead of the Chief Mining Adviser, Railway
Board, Dhanbad as was hitherto being done. A new clanse
was incorporated in the tender document 1o the effect thar
i the case of collieries who failed to ohtain certificates from
the Regional Lahour Commissioner (C) regarding the imple-
mentation of the Wiage Board recommendations  within
two and a half month's rime the security money for the
tender might be forfeited and the order for the supply of
coal might aleo be cancelled.

The need for concerted action in the marter was empha-
sized ar various meetings of the Joint Working Commirtes
and the Federation also mmpressed upon the memhers the
need for pavment of variable dearness allowance at the in-
creased rate of Ra r.ar P, per day with effect from the month
of August and of Rs. 129 P. per diem from the month of
October, 196 50 as to make it possible for the Industry to
sirongly urge the ministries of Labour, Mines & Merals and
also the Railways to allow adequate price increase for sircly
payment. It was considered ar a meeting of the Joint Work-
ing Committee that failure 10 give an undertaking to pro-
duce certificate from the RLC(C) as to the implementation

-
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of the Wage Board recommendations would be regarded by
the Government as o refusal 1o increase variable dearness
allowance and this would have adverse consequences. It was
therefore suggested that no colliery should submir certificate
from the RLC(C) that it had fully implemented the Wage
Board recommendarions.  Subsequently at a meeting of the
major coal producers held in the rooms of the Bengal Chame
ber of Commerce & Industry on 1 August 1969 it was con-
sidered that the industry had been able 1o obtain price increase
to ‘meet the impositions on the Industry only because the
Industry had taken @ unified stand. Ir was recalled thar the
JWC had earlier taken a decision to recommend & price
ingrease of Rs. 3/- per tonne from July 1969 which was based
on the need 1o neutralize the cost of deamess allowance, in-
creased cesses, royalties and other impositions and to imple-
ment the directives of the Director General of Mines Safety
regarding footwear, uniformis and other marters. After a
full discussion it was finally agreed that efforts should be made
to pay variable dearness allowance subject to price increase
being granted. Tt was unanimonsly agreed at the mecting that
the procedure should be rhe same as had been adopred o
the previous year and that the price should be left to the TWE
Commitrce to determine. It was also agreed that tenders
should also be submitted through the JWC representatives
notwithstanding the provisions of the render.

165 colliery units offering 37004 m/tonnes of Selected A,
1.55:470 m/tonnes of Selected B, 7.46.517 m/ronnes of Grade
I and 106081 m/tonnes of Grade [T submited tenders
through JWC. All these collieries submitting tenders through
JTWC quoted the following prices:

Selected *A' — Rs. 4350 (Rs. 411 above the previous price)
Selected ‘B — Rs, 30.40 (Rs. 2.48 above the previous price)
Grade I — Rs, 36.00 (Rs. 2.44 above the previous price)
Grade I1 — Rs. 3085 (Rs, 2/- above the previous price)
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At a meeting held on 19 August 1969 in Rail Bhavan,
New Delhi between the representatives of the industry and
the Railway Coal Tender Commitree to negotiate the loco:
<oal prices prolong discussions were held on the breakup
figures on cach item of additional cost of production the
impact of which on price was assessed at Rs. 3.35 per tonne
as ser our in the dewiled memorandum submitred by the
JWC to the Government. In pursuance of an earlier arrange-
ment a further meeting wis  held ar New Delhi on 26
August 1960 to hold further discossions on the matwer, On
27 August 1969 at the above mecting the Raitway Board dis-
puted the industry’s claim for higher prices for which a
supplementary memorandum explaining the incidence of in-
orease in the various items of cost of production was sub-
mitted by the Industry ar New Delhi  After a series of dis-
-cussions thar wok place on various dntes between the repre-
sentatives of the JWC and the Loco Coal Tender Commitree
at New Dethi in the months of August and Seprember 1969
it was indicated by the Railways that they would be prepared
to consider a price increase upto 70 Paise per tonne for all

of coal including Grade IT coals. It was however
painted out by the répresentatives of the Industry that mini-
mum increase Of R, 175 per tonne with effect from 1 Ocrober
1960 was necessary 1o enable the collieries w obmin ceri-
hicate of implementation of Wage Board recommendations as
required in the Loco Coal Tender, Meanwhile the Railway
Board issued a communicition 1 individual collicries offer-
ing a maximum price increase of 7o paise per tonne for all
grades of coul over the current loco coal prices,

Further meerings were held in the third week of Septem-
ber 1969 with the representatives of the JWC, Railway Coal
Tender Committee and Dr. Ram Subhap Singh and also the

: ntatives of the Ministry of Mines & Menals in con-
nexion with the prices o be paid for supplics of coal to the
Railways with effect from 1 October 1969 with the result that
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ithe representatives of the JWC had no option bur 1o accepe
with utmost reluctance a price increase of 70 Paise per ronne
for all grades of coal under compelling circumstances. It
was however made known to the Government that the price
increase was not adequate 1o meer the statutory and other
impositions: and. many collierics would find it impossible 10
implément in full the recommendations of the Wage Board
with this meagre prict increase and that as a result there

t be serious labour unrest owing 1o uneven implemen-
tation of the Wage Board recommendations.

F. Apjustmext oF Ovexvoanen Box Wacoxs Loapep
witi Coar axp Coxe

The Divisional Operating Superintendent and the Coal
Area Superintendent; Dhanbad, in their letter Nou. XG.3051/
53 dated 22 August 1969 addressed to United Karanpura
Collieries Ltd., Churi & Dakmbukbuka Colliery and also
Manki/Ray Colliery advised thar “with effect from 8.9.69 if
any box wagon loaded by the aforesaid two collicrics is found
overloaded beyond two tonnes of the marked carrying capa-
«ity, the entire rake including- the overloaded box wagon/
wagons, will be returned to the colliery siding for adjustment
wf the overloaded quantity of coal or coke and for which
demurrage for the entire mke will be levied." Although the
collicries were exercising utmost caution in the loading of
coal in the permitied quantity overloading cannot be avoided
on occasion, a fact clearly admirted even by the Railways
as would be evident from the relevant Coal Tariff Penaly
Rules, In a representation, made by the Federation in its
lerter No. 1ra/1286 & 1287 dared 2 September 1ghg 10 the
Divisional Operating Superintendent (T) and the Coal Area
Superintendent, Eastern Railway, Dhanbad, it was pointed
out that such dmastic penal action to réturn the entire rike
to the colliery siding for adjustment of the overloaded quan-
tity of coal and 1o charge demurrage for the entire rake which
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was nowhere provided in any rule of the Coal Tarill was not
at all neceszary, since the Coal Taniff Penslty Rules fully pro-
vided for adjustment of overlvaded coal in the Railway yeards,
Iv was further pointed our thar such faciliries for adjustmenr
of overladed coml at the weighbridge existed both for four-
wheelers and for hox wagoms on the South Eastern Railway
wherens similar faciliries existed only for four-wheelers on
the Eastern Railway and not for box wagons. The Committee
of the Federmion thercfore ennsidered the letter stated, that
the Eastern Railway should also provide similar facilities for
adjustment of box wagons in the Railway yard instead of
imposing a heavy penulty by requiring the retum of the full
rake and charging demurrage for it

This matter was also taken up by the Federation ar the
quarterly meeting held on 11 Seprember 196y between the
representatives  of the Industry and the Director, Traffic
(Transportation). Railway Bourd, who informed the Federa-
tion's. representative that as the collieries concemned  were
situated very close to a weighbridge and as their performance
had been very unsatisfactory in the past the Railways issued
instructions 1o return. the entire rake to the calliery siding
for adjustment of overlonded wagons. Tt was further stared
By the Railways' representatives that after issue of these ins:
tructions the collieries’ performance was found 10 be much
better and if they kepr overloading within the permissible
limit there would  be no necessity for taking any action,
The Railways' representative informed the Industry thar a
meeting would be held at an early dare cither at Dhanbad
or Asansol and the representatives of the collieries concerned
would be requested to attend the meeting and explain matrers.
Further, the Fedemrion's representative was assured hy the
Railways that if overloading was reduced they would nor
insist upon returning the rake to the colliery siilh'ng and the
collieries should therefore he requested to improve their per-
formance in Joading.
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G. Movxtivg: Ramway Fretcar ox  Coas

In the name of “macionalization” of freight rares that
came into effccr from 1 November 1968 the Railways effecsd
a very substantial increase in the Railway transport charges
which have gone up anywhere from Rs, 2/~ 0 Rs, 9,50 per
tonme. It will be ohserved from the following mble that the
cost of conl delivered 1o consumers ar long distances 1s more
than double the cost of coal ar the pithead, In some cases in-
crease in the mte of transport charges for carrying coal works
out to as much as 25%. For instance #ill 14 June 1967 coal
freight inclusive of surcharge for a dismance of 1850 kilometres
was Rs. 4182 per tonne, With effect from 1+ November 1668
it is Rs. 52.36 per tonne for the same distance.

Coal Treight paid Coal froight
Distance Ellumelre  with sgrcharge pavabis on or Ingronse,
bafore 31.HLE8. afier 111,68,

300 19.02 21.00 1,98
(0] 31.50 3416 2.66
1500 $1.09 44:56 347
2000 4927 5400 569
2500 5391 6o.06 705
3000 5745 6696 9.5t

It may be of interest 1o know that while milway freighr
charges in 195y in respect of a distance of 1000 miles have
increased to 238 per cent coal prices during the same period
have increased by only 133 per cent. One ronne of coal
from Raniganj to Madras, if desparched by rail, will be sub-
jected to freight payment of more than Rs. 51/ and if it is
sent by railcum-sea route, the freight will be more than
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Rs, 69/~ For coal desparches from Jharia the freighe charge
per tonne will come to more than Rs, s0/- by rzil and more
than Re, 71/ by raileum=ea route. For Bombay the freight
for despatches per tounc of coal from Raniganj will be
Rs, 3236 P. by mil and Rs. 8rg6 P, by railsum-sca route s
from Jharia to Bombay these charges will be Rs. 52.36 P.
and Rs, 8465 P. respectively. Buv the price per tonne of
the best grade coals ranges from Rs, 35/- to Rs. 38/~ Asa
result, the comsumers of coal are being subjected 1o . grea
hardship and the cost of production of the coal-based com-
moditics has also correspondingly shor up.

Coal producers: have often been mos: unreasonably
blamed for mounting increase in the price of coal without
perhaps knowing thar the major share in the price goes to
the Railways in the form of Railway freight. The major
clement in the cost of production of coal in admittedly the
wage cost which is continually going up and the price of
<oal is also correspondingly on the increase owing to factors
over. which the Indusiry has absolutely no control. The
Committee of the Federation therefore feels that a national
fuel policy should be formulated as early as possible tw
stabilize production cost of a basic commodity like coal fail-
ing which a time may come when the major consumers

might consider the cost of coal as prohihitive and switch over
10 other fuel.

The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commere &
Industry in its letter No. Fla8gg/TC/7 dared 13 March 1969
made a representation to  the Chairman, Railway Board
poinring but the high increase in the railway freight raes
on coal and urging speedy cxamination of this marter with
a view ro ensuring thar the industrial consumers were not
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made to pay freight rates which had proved patently un-
economic. The Railway Board, in reply to the above letter
of the FICCL stated in its lerer, No. TCR/1172/69/Coal
dated 14 April 1960, that the increass in the Tates of coal
with effect from 1 November 1968 was a result of the exami-
nation of the adequacy of freight charges, inter alia, in rela-
tion to the cost of haulage. It was further stated that the
rates for transport of coal had been low compared 1o costs
of haulage and that in view of the continuing rise in costs,
an. upward revision was found necessary. It was further
statedl in the letter that even the revised freight for coal did
not cover fully the cost of haulage for long distance over
which coal generally moved.

IV. LABOUR

A. Courr or Isovmy: Coxtract Lasorm

As mentioned in the Report of the previous year, the
Government of India in the Ministry of Labour, Employ-
ment & Rehabilitation (Department of Labour & Employ-
ment), constituted a Court of Inguiry with Sri Benayak Nath
Banerjee, Presiding Officer. Central Government  Industrial
Tribunal, Calcutta as the sole member to considee:—

(i) Whether the managing and mising-cum-selling con-
tracts should be abolished or not, and

(ii) What steps should be taken for the progressive ah?li-
tion of the contract system in the 7 categories which
were exempted under the hispartite settlement

dated 30 October 1961
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‘As stated in the previous year'’s Reporr, the Joint Wark-
ing Commirtee adopted the written statements filled by the
Indian Mining Associarion, Indian Mining Federation,
Indian Cofliery Owners’ Association and Madhyn Pradesh
& Vidarbha Mining Association. Sri S, 5. Mukherjee, Ad-
vocate, appeared on behalf of all the Associations;Federas
tion of the cmployers and also of NCDC. A summary of
the recommendations dated 3 September 1969 made by Sri B.
N. Banerjee. sole member of the above Coure of Inquiry, was
published under Notification No. 8/33/6$LRIL in S.0.
No. 3875 in the Carette of India, Part [, Sec. (i) dared
27 September 1969 a copy of which is being reproduced
below,

The recommendations of the Court of ].uquiry dAre as
follows :

(#) There has not been substantial peogress made in
the abolition of raising contract svstem in collieris. The
system i continuing, some in thelr nascent form, some in
their reoriented or  rexdited form known as raising-cum
sclling -contract and most of them are now oril contracts of
SECrefive norure.

(b) Raisingcum=elling  contract, s mostly  another
namc for raising contracts excepting o fow, which may be
genuine ones. This system  should  he wholly abolished.
Collieries may have liberty to appoin sclling contractors hut
not raising-cumsselling contrictors,

Recommendation (b) is subject 1o the proviso thar if for
some unforeseen exigencies it becomes necessary o employ
raising-cum-selling contractor for the time being, permission
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in writing from the Regional Labour Commissioner shall be
taken. He must thoroughly satisfy himself abour the neces-
sity of the appointment before granting  permission,

(¢) Managing contract system may continue for the
present provided always:

(i) The Government shouid implement the recom-
mendations of the Dave Court of Inquiry Report
contained in pamagriphs 33 to 36 of the Report
forthwhith regarding suttable amendments in the
Industrial Disputes Ace and the Payment of Wages
Act.

(i) Licencing authority under Rule 37 of the Mineral
Concession  Rules  must thoroughly sagisfy itsell
about the financial solvency of the Muanaging Con-
tractor and protecrion of interests of workmen be-
fore granting permission to appoint a particilar
persom or concern a5 Managing Contractor.  Ap-
pointment of Managing Contmcrors and in the
manner in which they carry on their work shall be
reviewed very closely by the department of Lahour
in gach regiom

(d) So far as exempted categories are concerned, care-
gories No. (i} (v} (vi) and (vii), Sand loading. Coal loading
and unloading, Over-burden romoval and earth curting and
fft coke manufacturing should be taken our of exempted
<ategorics and collieries should perform these works depart-
mentally. This is subject always to the provision that when
it becomes absolutely necessary on any particular occasion,
in 3 particalar colliery, to appaint contract labour for any of
these caregories of work, for the time heing. permission of
the Regional Labour Commissioner shall be had and ob-
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tained, in writing, before appointing such a contractor for

a time being. The Regional Commissioner must thoroughly

satisfy himsell aboutr the nccessity before granting the
e

(¢) Easier type of pic sinking and driving of inclines
should be managed by collieries with local departmental
labour employed, if necessary, for a temporary period.  Diffi-
cult sinkings and driving of inclines may be entrusied in the
hands of expert contractors, with previous permission of the
Regional Labour Commissioner ohtain in writing. The
Regional Labour Commissioner shall thoroughly sarisfy him-
self about the nature of rhe difficulties and the necessity for
particular work anly, who must be satisfied about the require-
ment.

(1) Driving and stone drifts and miscellaneous stone
cutting underground may be done departmentally unless of
course the nature of the curting or driving is such which
require expert assistance. In such case contractors may be
appointed with the previous permission - of the Regional
Labour Commissioner for that particular work only, who
must be satisfied about the requirement.

(g) So far as miscellancons civil engincering work or
intermitrent miscellancous work: are concerned, T am of the
opinion that they should better be left ar the hands of
coutractorn.

The aboliion of rabsingcum-selling  svstem, and
taking over of some amongst the exempted caregories of
work whall e done an goon as possible bur not larer

joth September, 1970,

than
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The Committee of the Federation considered the Report
of the Court of Inquiry and the Summary of its recommenda-
tions at its meeting held on 10 Ocrober 196y and considered
that the purport of the recommendations is to effect the
abolition of raisingcum-selling contract and to take other
matters of the exempted caregories from Contractors’ [abour
by 30 September 1g70. The Committec therefore considered
that the recommendaions if given effect 10 by the Govern-
ment will materially affect the normal working of the col-
lieries. In pursuance of the decision of the Commitee the
Joint Working Commirtee was asked 1o make a representi-
tion 1o the Government urging it not o accept the recom-
mendations of the Court of Inquiry which are unrealistic
and retrogressive In  nature Accordingly the following
representation was made by the JWC to the Secretary to the
Government of India, Ministry of Labour, Employment &
Rehabilitation (DDepartment of Labour & Employment), New
Delhi in its leter No. 1/1101 dared 12 November 1969:—

“I'he Cenrral Government Court of Inquiry (Coal Min-
ing Industry) presided over by Shri B. N. Banerjee (Sole
Member) submitted a Report regarding the aboliion of the
Contract system prevalent in the Coal Mining Industry as
per terms of Reference.”

“s. The Report dated the 3rd September, w6g of thi
said Court of Inguiry was published in the Gazerte
of India, dated September 27, 196g (Part 11—Section 3—Sub-
section (i) (Vide Notification No. 8.0. 3875 dared the 20th
Seprember 1969 of the Ministry of Labour. Employment &
Rehabilitation).”

3. In hrief, the said Court of Inguiry recommended
thar the Managing Contract Systern  may continue for the
present with certain proviso. - The Raising-cum-Selling  Con.

12



( 178 )

tract as also the Sand loading, Coal loading and unloading,
overburden removal and earth cutting and soft coke manu-
facturing should be abolished and raken up departmentally,
The Court also recommended that the easier type of Pir—
Sinking and driving of inclines as also driving of stone drift
and miscellineous stone cutring underground work may be
dane departmentally.”

“4 The recommendations of the Courr of Inquiry if
accepted will greatly hamper and handicap the production of
the Collieries. It may kindly be appreciated that the
Covernment and  Semi-Government  departments hive en-
gaged contractors.”

“5. The Hon'ble Court of Inguiry falled 1o appreciare
that the Raisingcum-Sclling Contractors are in possession
and control of the workings of the collieries and are also
required to discharge the same smrurory obligations as the
owners of the collieries themselyes. The Raising-cum-Selling
Conrracts are given either when the propenties are not in a
position ™ work the entire area or are financially handi-
capped.  Under the Mineral Concession Rules 6o, the
Raisingcum-Selling Contractors have got 1w obtain NCCESSATY
ertificate and approval of the appropriate Government. The
recommendations regarding  the abolition of Raising-cum-
Selling Contract system will, therefore, be a3 severe blow 10
the Coal Mining Industry and the certificate and approval
for the same under Mineral Concession Rules will have
practically no meaning."

"6. The abolition of other catepories of Contract
System as mentioned. in the said Report, specially the wagon
loading contract will also have scrious repercussions. It may
e appreciated that the supply of wagons, their number and
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fime ar¢ not undeér the control of the colliery owners, and
it will, therefore, be impossible to keep Lirge contingent of
wagon loaders on the roll of the collicry companies, to whomn
N0 continnous work could be given. The services of Wagan
loading Contractors are required only during emergency
when more wagons are placed on the siding. These con-
iactors shift their men from colliery to colliery according
to their necessities and thus ean cnsure permanent work 1o
zheir workmen,"”

"7. It may please be further noted that in the said
Report, the Court of Inquiry has suggested approval of the
Regional Labour Commissioner (C) in certain cases of con-
tracts, It may be stated thar the Regional Labour Commis-
siomer (C) is neither a rechnical personnel nor has any ex-
perience of dny colliery works. This autho ity given to him
is likely to be misused or abused.”

"8. The learned Court of Inquiry failed to take #
pracrical view of the utility of the Contract systern in. prac
tice in the collierics. The Hon'ble Courr should have luid
greater stress on the witnesses having practical experience in
the workings of the collicries including the high Govern-
ment Oficials connected with Coal Mining Industry, namely
the Dy. Director General of Mines Safety, the Chicf Mining
Engineer, Coal Board. instead of rélying on theoretical
<onsiderations only,”

"9 The remedy for removal of any evil in’ the Con.
et System did not lic in abolition of the Contracy System
itself biit 1o suggest remedial methods in shape of legislation.™
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“10. It may be mentioned that there are already com-
prehensive and adequate legislation w cope with the pay-
ment, mismanagement, and security of service which are
applicable o the Contractors as also to the Coal Mine Owners
with equal force.”

11. ‘It may also be mentioned thar a comprehensive
Bill (namely, Coxtitacr Lavoun (Asournony & Recuramos)
Buy) 10 regulate employmenr of contract labour is already
on the legislative anvil and when passed into Act will apply
to all industrics. The Coal Indusry should not have been
singled out for abolitien of the Contracr System and the
of the How'ble Court may go contrary to the pro-
posed Act.  Therefore, there was no ground 1o discriminate
between the Cosl Indusiry and other Industries in the
Country: r:gardmg the dealing of the Contract Labour
System.”

t2. In view of the above considerations, it is humbly
suggested thar the recommendations of the said Count of
Inquiry be not accepted by the Central Covernment snd the
Central Government should await the passing of the pending
Central Labour (Abolition and Regulation) Act.”

B, Tue Nanosar Comsussion ox Lasove—Mamy conero-
SIING AND HECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE
26 SEsstow or THE Isotas Lasoun Cosrerexce.

The Government of India in the Ministry of Labour.
Employment and Rehabilitaion (Department of Labour &
Employment) by a Resolution, No, 36/14/661 & E dared 24
December 1966, appointed a- National Commission on Labour
under the Chairmanship of Dr, Gajendragadkar, P.B.
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(1) To review the changes in conditions of labour since
Independence and to report on existing conditions
of labour;

(2) To review the existing legislative and other provi-
sions intended to protect the interests of labour, 1o
assess their working and to advise how far these pro-
visions serve to implement the Directive Principles
of State Policy in the Constitution on labour matters
and the national ohjectives of establishing a socialist
socicty and achieving planned  economic develop-
ment;

(3) To study and report in particular on—

(i) the levels of workers' carnings, the provisions re-
lating to wages, the need for fixation of minimum
wages including a national minimum wage, the
means of increasing productivity, including the
provision of incentives to workers;

(i} the standard of living and the health, cfficiency,
safety, welfare, housing, training and education of
workers and the existing arfangements for admi-
nisttation of lanbour welfare—hoth ar the centre
and in the States;

(i) the existing arrangements for social security;

(iv) the state of relations between employers and
workers and the role of trade unions and emplo-
yers' organizations in promoting healthy industrial
relations and the interests of the nation; -
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(v) the labour lawe and voluntary arrangements like
the Code of Discipline, Joint Management Coun-
cils, Voluntary Arbitration and Wage Boards snd
the machinery ar the Centre and in the Stuates for
their enforcement;

{vi) measures for improving conditions of rural labour
and other categories of unorganised labour; and

{rﬂ] existing arrangements for labour intelligence and
research; and

(4} To make recommendations on the above matters,

. The Commission submitted its joopage Report 1o the
Government of India on 28 August 1969, The recommenda-
tions were considered ar the 26th Session of the Indian
Labour Conference held on 12-14 November 1969 at New
Delhi.

The Federation SubCommittce on Labour Laws and
Wellare considered  the recommendations of the National
Commission on. Labour, particularly those vitally. affecting
the Coal Induviry. The Committee of the Federation, ar its
mecting held on 31 October 1969, confirmed the following
views formulnted l!'r the Sub-Committee, a copy of which was
formarded to the AlkIndia Organization of Employers, under
cover of a letter No, 184A /1509 dated 29 October 1969, for
discussion at the z6th Session of the Indian Labour Con-
Ietencey
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Clause 39 (943): Natonal and festival holidays :

It has been suggested by the National Commission on
Labour that the total number of paid national and festival
holidays should be 8, out of which 3 should be national and
5 festival holidays. As awarded by the All-India Industrial
Tribunal (Colliery Disputes) the Coal Indusiry is allowing 7
paid holidays, out of which the Republic Day, the Indepen-
dence Day and Mahatma Gandhi's Birthday are treated as
paid holidays without any kind of option to the parties, the
rest of the holidays are being fixed by agrecment according
to the local customs which vary from place to place. The
Coal Industry being a basic one and also a Punblic Utility
Service, any further increase in the number of paid holidays
wonld adversely affece coal producrion and result in nationak
loss.

Clause 45 (1033 & 1033) Creches:

In view of the fact that the Natonal Commission on
Labour has recommenided for reduction of the limit of 50
women workers to 20 eligible children of working mothers
for obligatory provision of a creche there is no resson why
the Coal Industry should be discriminared and similar provi-
sion should not also exist in the Coal Industry in which the
serting up of a creche has been made obligatory even in the
case of an cmployment of single woman worker, [t is there-
fore urged that Mines Crechie Rules, 1966 is amended on the
liies of the recommendations of the National Commission
on Labour.

Clause 46 (1035 & t0.35): Canteens:

As provided under the Mines Rules, 1955, mines em-
ploying 250 or more persons have to make provision for
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canteens:  The National Commission on Labour has suggest-
ed that the number of employment should be brought down
to 200 where there is an established demand for a canteen
from a majority of workers and also that the canteens
should provide at least one balanced meal a day, As most
of the workmen resides in the areas adjoining the colliery,
they wre not found o utilize the provision of canteens and
rest shelters and the reduction in the required number from
250 t 200 and the provision of one balanced meal o day
would put an additonal burden on the Industry, the econ
omy of which is already debilitated. The cost of production
of this basic commodity has already gone up recently by
lkaps and bounds owing to enhanced labour amenities and a
number of smatutory impositions and in order to subilize the
Tevel of prices in the country all effors should be made o
arrest its upward rrend.

Clause 70 (13.22): Workmen's Compensation :

It & recommended by the Commission thar all workmen
mcluding supervisors should be eligible for compensarion for
work-injury for which it has been suggested that wage limit
for cligibility should also be removed. The suggestion made
by the Commission for the inclusion of supervisors in the
categary of workmen would do away with the distinetion be-
rween the workmen and the supervisory saff hitherto being
recognized under all legislative cnactments in slmost all the
countries in the warll. The inclusion of supervisory staff
for entitlement of workmen's compensation will bring in
severe complications and wounld give rise 1o constant disputes
on dubjous interpretation of the definition of supervisory
stuff
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Clause VI (r3.34) ¢

It is suggested by the Commission that armngements for
periodic eash payments might be made 1o the injured
workers and their dependents and thar medical care should
also be provided to injured workers of coal. mica and iron
-are Tines.

While welcoming the ubove suggestion, the Federation
would like 1o draw the attention of the Industrial Committes
regarding the difficultics which the workmen are experienc-
ing in obtaining in time the amoum of compensation depo-
sited by the collicries with the Workmen's Compensation
‘Commissioner. Tnordinate delay is caused in receiving pay-
ment From the office of the Workmen’s Compensation Com-
missioner and the workmen and their dependents are cons-
wantly harassed from day to day and for months together in
the way of obtaining payment from the office. Similar diffi-
culties are very often experienced by the workmen in the
withdrawal of provident fund sccumulations from the Asan-
sol and Dhanbad offices,. Govenment should take strong
and effective action 1o remove such hardship so that the dis-
tressed workmen do not find any difficulty in receiving pay-
ment of their dues regularly and in time.

Clause 82 (1360 & 1362): Provident Funds:

The Commission has suggested ro rise the rate of con-
tribution from 8% 1w 10%, Under the Coal Mines Provi-
dent Fund Scheme the rate of contribution is 8% and a
further increase in the mate of contribution would put an
additional burden and pre tanto increase the cost of pro-
duction of a basic commodity which is not at all desirable
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at a time when the avowed objective of the Government is
1o stabilize the existing price level of all commodities, in
particular of coal which is a basic commuodity.

C.  Svrpery op Usiromus to WorkeRs
Exeroven tx Coar Mines,

It may be recalled that the Government of India in the
Ministry of Labour & Employment constituted in the year
1966 a Trpartite Committee 1o go into all aspects of supply-
ing uniforms to workers employed in coal mines. A ques-
tionnaire was issued by the Tripartite Committee to the
Federation [ Associations of the Industry to fix the basis and
criterion and also condinions for supply of uniforms to the
wotkers. The Committee of the Federation in reply to the
questionnaire stated amongst others that in view of the
alarming cconomic situation prevailing in the country as a
result of inflation and spiralling price increase and the eco-
nomy of the Coal Industry being at its lowest ebb, it would:
be most inappropriate to saddle the Industry with further
Tiability in any form which would add to the cost of produc-
tion and lead to a rise in the price of this basic commodity,
the price structure of which was rigidly controlled. The
Committce therefore suggested thar 50% of the value should
be realized from the workers and the bilance of s0% should
be subsidized from the Coal Mines Welfare Fund.

A number of meetings of the Trpartite Commirtee were
held during the year ‘and a Sub-Committee was constituted
ar a meeting of the Tripartite Committee held on 12 June
1960 under the Chairmanship of Shri §. N. Pande, Coal
Mines Welfare Commissioner, with S R G, Deo, the
Director Genersl of Mines Safety, as Chairman, S Rasiklal
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Worah, ‘& representative of the employers and Sri R. N.
Sharma, a representative of Labour, 1o study the various as-
pects of supplying uniforms o coalminers and lay down a
phased programme for the supply of uniforms w different
catcgories of workers with an order of priority for supply to
the various categories.

The Sub-Committee mer on 17 September 1969 in the
office of rthe Director General of Mines Safety when it was
decided to seek the views of the central organizations of
workers and employers regarding whether the following
basis was acceptable for supply of uniforms o mine
workers:—

(i) Face workers employed underground should ger the
first priority and they should be supplied with the
uniforms forthwith;

(i) Other workers employed underground and all
workers employerd in opencast workings should have
the second priority;

(iii) All workers employed above ground should have the
third priority.

As ascertained from the records of the DirectorGeneral
of Mincs Safery (a) the face workers employed underground
constituted 40%, (b) other workers employed underground
and all workers employed in the opencast workings consti-
tuted 33%, () all workers employed above ground consti-
tuted 28% of the total workers employed in the Coal Mining
Industry.



( 188 )

The matter was considered by the Joint Working Com-
-mirtee and the Industry’s views were communicared 1o the
Director General of Mines Safery in a lerter, No. 3/1014
dated g October 1969, addressed by the Joint Working Com-
mittee to the Director General of Mines Safery. It was stared
in the letter that since the Indusery had agreed to supply
uniforms at concessional rates’ the position had considerably

changed.

Firstly, the letter pointed our, the Mazumdar Award
wits issued in the context of the Industry not being in a posi-
tion to pay a need-based wage despite the fact that an in-
«trease of Rs. 3/- per tonne in Bengal & Bihar was necessary
to cover the cost of implemenmtion of thar Award,

Secondly, the wage structure had undergone a very subs-
tantial upward revision by the Wage Board for the Coal In-
dustry which accepred the norms evolved at the 15th Labour
*Conference and had included the cost of clothing as an ele-
ment in the minimum wage for coal workers.

Thirdly, uniforms were not and cannot be considered 1o
be in the category of “"safety equipment” and must therefore
be treated on an entirely different basis.

Fourthly, in view of the steadily deteriorating finance of
coal comparics as borne out by the Reserve Bank and other
independent authoritics, coupled by consumer resistance to
increased prices as borne out by the attitude of the Ralyways
in the recent prices negotiations and the refusal of sreel plants
to taise prices further, the Industry did not bave the re
‘sources to meer any liability in this regard,
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Finally, if uniforms were o be provided the following.
conditions must be fulfilled :

(u) the workers must pay the full cost;
(b} the workers must be obliged to use the uniforms;

(c) the uniforms should only be supplied on a written:
requisition from the workmen;

{(d) managements should not be burdemed with any lia-
bility for purchasing uniforms and stocking them,
thus trying up finance desperately needed for deve-
lopment and improvement of safety measures etc.

Alrernarively, it was suggesred that the Coal Mines Wel-
fare Organization should make the necessary arrangements.
for the supply of uniforms either ar cost or at subsidized
rates, the subsidy w the workers being borne by the Fund.

The Joint Working Committee asked the Sub-Commirtee
and also the main Tripartite Committee to consider the above
views and make recommendations on the above lines if
practical shape was to be given 1o the proposed scheme for
the supply of uniforms to the mine workers.

The question of supply of umiforms and also of miners’
foorwear was discussed at the (1th Session of the Tndustrial
Committee on coal mining held on'6 November 1969 at New
Delhi and the representarives of the Industry reiterated ies
views communicared earlier to the effect thar it did not have
the financial capacity 1o supply free of charge footwear and
uniforms to miners within the scope of its present price
structure dictared by the Railways and other Government
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consumers. It was further emphasized by the Industry that
the recent negotiation with the Railways had amply demons.
rrated the impossibility of obtaining any. relicf on this or
any other account. Tr was therefore urged that until such
time as the Industry was financially in a4 position to supply
uniforms and boots frec of charge, the question should be
held in abeyance.

D. Rxcovery or Provimest Fuso Continuno
AT Fixep Frat Rates.

The Central Government and the Board of Trustees of
the Coal Mines Provident Fund had been considering  for
some time past the feasibility of substituting the present ad-
valorem rate of contribution to the Coal Mines Provident
Fund by different fixed flar rates for different categories of
workers, The outline of the scheme for recovery of Provi.
dent Fund contribution ar fixed flat rates is as follows:—

(i) All the members of the Fund should be divided into
a number of categories;

{ii) A member's daily earnings (ol emoluments) on
“the first day of the year should be the hasis for his
categorisution,

(i) Fixed flat mres of Providemt Fund conrribution
should be prescribed for each category on the basis
of sssumed weekly /monthly earnings determined by
multiplying the daily eamings by six or thirty, as
the case may be.

(iv) Categorisation once made shall remain unchanged
throughout the year and recarcgorisation would be
permissibie ar the beginning of cach year.
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The C.M.P.F, Commissioner in his letter No. CPF/113/
6r dared 4/5 April 1g6g invited the views of the Federation
on the above scheme, The Committee of the Federation duly
considered the proposed scheme and found ir torally un-
acceptable 1o the Industry in view of the gross inequiry in-
volved in the system and also on the following grounds:—

(1) Division of workers into several categories on the
basis of different slabs of eamnings for the purpose of Pro-
vident Fund ar fixed far rates wounlid confer benefit on one
group of workmen at the cost of others. Categorization on
the basis of slabs of eamnings would therefore be strongly
resented by those workmen whose camings would be near
the maximum of the slab,

(2) The proposal to fix the basis of categorization on the
members' daily earnings on the first day of the year would
be far from fair and cquinble in view of the fact thar the
workers® daily carnings arc not uniform on all the days and
months. As a result, the interests of those workmen who
failed 1o earn the maximum amount owing to some adverse
circumstances and earned only 2 bare minimum on the day.
would be seriously prejudiced i (iis inequirious system s
given effect 10 Morcover, if, owing o fortuitous circums-
tances & workman earns the maximum on the first day of
the vear and his earnings are reduced during the subsequent
period of the vear, the employer will have to make 3 higher
coniribution at the mte specificd for a higher category and
thus suffer a loss. It may further be pointed out that the
carnings of many of the workmen members on the first day
of the year may not at all be available on account of vari-
ous factors beyond rthe conrrol of the workmen, namely, a
half day's work, leave, sickness, absence and, further, the
weekly ‘day of rest might also fall on the first day of the
year. [IE this system is implemented it is fearcd thar there
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would be much dissatisfaction amongst the workers: parti-
culirly those who are at the highest level of earnings during
the test of the year would he deprived of their provident
fund conrribution and they would be compelled to Tose
the maximum bencfit of the C.M.PF.

(3) The proposal to fix a flat rate of provident fund
contribution on the basis of assumed weekly or monthly
earnings would also result in gross inequity in view of the
fact that the amount of monthly salary and weekly wages
of workmen vary frequently as a result of increment or
promotion and additional earnings for overtime work. In
the case of piecerated workers, the quantum of earnings or
weekly or monthly earnings would also widely vary. Tr will
therefore neither be fair and just nor equitable to fix flat
rates of provident fund contribution on the basis of weckly
or monthly carnings as suggested.

(4) The proposal that categorization once made should
remain unchanged  throughour the year is not equitable
because the earnings of workmen, particularly of piccerated
workmen, wtd:ly vary, and it will be against all canons of
jiustice and equity 10 fix the category on the basis of wiages
on the first day of the year which is calculated o give rise
to a tendency amongst the workmen to earn more by extra
efforts before categorization, subsequently slowing down their
work with the resuly that the employers wonld have o com-
pensate the contributions throughout the year on the basis
of fiar rates once fixed on the brsv day of the year.

The above proposal would saddle the colliery siaff with
additional work and’ much confusion and difficulty would
arise as a result of categorization of workmen on a fictirious
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basis as against the caregorization of workmen already done
under the recommendations of the Wage Board.

Ir is understood thar no decision has yet been tken on

the proposed scheme.

E. 1imi Sessiox oF e Inpustrisn Coanriee ox Coan
Mg,

The 11th Session of the Industrial Committee on Coal
Mining was held on 6 November 1969 in the Commirtee
Room (15t floor), “C Wing”, Shram Shakti Bhavan, New
Delhi. Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman, amended the Session
as a delegare accompanied by Sri H. N, Mookherjee, Vice-
Chairman, as adviser,

The following items on the agenda were discussed at the
above Session:

(1) Action taken on the Main Conclusion of the ioth
Session of rhe Indusirial Commitree on Coal Mining
beld at Dhanbad on the joth January 1967.

(a) Further action on the recommendations of the Coal
Wage Board relating to grawiity, houserent, leave,
Artendance Bonus, et

{3) Implementation of the recommendations of the Coal
Wa_gc Board.

(4) Amendment of Coal Mines Regulations, 1957, to
provide for retirement age of managers, officials, etc.

(5) Injury Leave.
13
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(6) Imposition of Electrical Supervisor and Suryeyor by
the Department of Mines (Dircctorate General Mines
Safety).

%) Supply of Uniforms and Foorwear.

(8) Coalfield Recruiting Organisation.

The views of the Federation Sub-Commitiee on Lahour
Laws and Welfare on the various items on the agenda of the
above Session and confirmed by the Committee are given
below:

lietn No. r: Action taken on the main conclusions/recom-
mendations of the gth Session of the Com-
‘mittee—Calcutta—Angust 1964,

(i) Quick implementation of water supply schemes

Although it was decided to set up a threeman com-
miree for quick implementation of water supply schemes in
the conlfield which should meet at least once every 3 months

fir the purpose, no cffecive sieps appear to have been taken
s fur excepting the recommendation said to have been made
ar a ‘meeting of the Sub-Committee on 3.1.69 for expediting
implementation of water supply schemes. The recommen-
darions of the Sub-Committee have not been made known o
the industry. The Federation therefore considered that the
marter should be vigorously followed up to avoid inordinate
delay in implementing water supply schemes in the coal-
ficld.
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(i} Abolition of CR.O.

It had been made clear in the note of the Labour
Ministry that there was no discrimination at present between
Goraklipur labour and other labour in any matter.

{iij(c): Abelition of contract labour:

The report of the Court of Inguiry constituted by the
Government  in. August 1968 under the Chairmanship of
Sri B. B, Banerjee had already been published in the Gazette
ander 8.0, 3875 dated 28,969 and the Contract Labour
(Abolition and Regulation) Bill 1667 was likely to be taken
ip at the nexy session of Parliament which provided for the
setting up of tripartite advisory Boards and the registration
of establishments employing contract labour and gave power
to the Central/State Governments to prohibit employment
af conrract lubour in any establishment etc, etc

Item No. 3: Compensation 1o workers dismissed for being
medically wmfit:

liem No. ¢: Termination of services of workmen in the
coal mines on medical grounds:

The report of the Committee under the Chairmanship
of the D.G.MS. to provide rchabilitation facilitics o dis
abled miners was being awnited.

{tem No. 3: Employment situation in  Coal Mining In-
dustry.

Employment Exchanges are already functioning in the
coalficlds of West Bengal, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh.
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Item No. 6: Study of the implementation of the Bi partite
Agreement snd the Report of the Court of
Inquiry on Abolition of Contract System in
Coal Mincs:

As the Contract Labour (Abolition and Regulation) Bill.
1967 was likely to be taken up in the next smssion of the
Parliament, the recommendations of the Court of Inquiry
regarding abolition of contract labour would hardly receive
any consideration of the Government.

Item No. 7: Report of the Technical Committee on Miners’
Boors:

ftem No. 8: Report of the Tripartite Committee on Miners’
Boots:

The cost of providing footwear had been assessed at
31 P, per tonne.  After decontrol of the Coal Industry it was
bardly possible for coal producers to realize this extra
amount in the form of higher price from the consumers.
The liability of supplying foorwear should be bome by the
workmen whose average weekly cash earnings had increased
from Rs. 1500 in 1956 1o Rs. 4By in Seprember 1968

Item No. g: Progress in payment of bonus under the
Bonus Act:

Most of the collicries in the organized sector were pay-
ing bonus according to the Bonus Act,
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ftem No, =: Further action on the recommendations of the
Coal Wage Board relating ro grawity, house
rent, leave, atrendance bonus, erc.

(1) Gratuty:

The Wage Board was unanimously of the opinion that
the object of a gratuity scheme would be better and more
effectively served if a separate fund was created from the
proceeds of a cess from the consumers and the Fund should
be administered by the Board of Trustees of the Coal Mines
Provident Fund or a similar tripartite autonomous body.
The Government’s decision was that the Board’s recom-
mendations regarding introduction of a gratuity scheme
should be examined by rthe Government and a decision
would be taken thereon in due course. The balance under
the sub-heading, “Unclaimed Bonus” as on 31.7.68 was
Rs. 1.50.51743 The Provident Fund Act might be admend-
ed accordingly,

{a) FHouse Rent Allotitrice:

The recommendation for the payment of house rent
allowance was not unanimouns. It should however be pointed
out that the Cosl Mining Wage Board in assessing the mini-
mum was of Rs. 144.82 calculated the cost as follows:

Food ++ Rs ghoo
Clothing ... 2 Rsl =236
House rent .. Rs. 12:50
Miscellaneous ..« Rs. 2806

—_—

Rs, 14482
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It will thus be observed that the element of house rent was
taken into consideration while fixing the minimum wage
and as such the scheme for extra house rent did not all
stand o reason.

(3) Leave:

Abhsenteelsm {5 proverbial in the Coal Mining Industry
and the granting of further leave was not unanimously re-
commended by the Wage Board, If it is accepted by the
Covernment it would only promote indolence and hamper

production,

(4) Adtendance Bonus:

As already stated, rthe existing condition of minimum
aendance 10 qualify for bonus should be retained and not
dispensed with in view of the facr that it would rake away
the workmen's incentive to regular attendance and work and
would encourage indolence and absenteeism.

Item No, 3: Implementation of the Recommendations of
the Coal Wage Board:

It was recommended by the Wage Board that the ex-
penditure incurred on account of Tuberculosis, cancer, lep-
rosy and occupational diseases should be made from the
-gtn:ﬂ[ fund mt the disposal of the Coal Mines Welfare On-
ganization and that paid leave facilities should also be appli-
eable to the workmen suffering from occupationsl diseases.
The Codl Mines Labour Welfare Fund is to implement the
recommendations accordingly.
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ltem No. 42 Amendment of Coal Mines Regulations, 1957
o provide for retirement age of managers,
officials, cic.

The proposal was carlier considered by the Committee
of the Féderation when the draft of the propesed amend-
ment was circulated for comments by October 1968. The
Committee carlier congidered that the proposed amendment
would deprive the Industry of the valuable seryices of experi-
enced mine managers many of whom after the age of Go
were found to be physically fit and mentally alert and that
if the Govemment considered it expedient to enforce the
regulation 1o ease the problem of unemployment, the Federa-
tion considered why employecs of all undermkings should not
he compelled to retire av the age of 60,

Item No. 5: Injury Leave:

There is  adequate provision for facilitics of leave etc.
under the Workmen's Compensation Act and there is hardly
any justification for granting further leave in addition to whar
has been provided under the Workmen’s Compensation Act.

Item No. 7= Suply of Umiforms and Footwear:

As carlier decided by the Federation as well as the
Juint Working Committee on the basis of which a repre-
sentation had already beed made to the D.G.MS. 1o the effect
that the Coal Mines Labour Welfare Organization should
make neceseary armngements for the supply of uniforms at
cost price or at subsidized rates, the subsidy should be borne
by the Fund.



(" 300 )
Item No8; Coalfield Recrurting Orgonisation:

As piready stated no discrimination was  being  made
Between the CR.O. labour and other labour recruited locally.

A summary notc on the discussions held at the above
session s given below:

1. Gratuity;

This was supported by the Industry on the clear condi-
tion that it would be made applicable as per Wage Board
recommendations, which meant by levy of a cess on con-
‘gumers and would be disbursed through the Coal Mines
Welfare Fund.

2. VrA.:

It was pointed out and appreciated by the Government,
thar the majority of the companics had started paying
Rs. 129 in West Bengal and others were on the point of
doing s0. The whole discussion centred round the collieries
in Bihar, spedally belonging o such groups as Birds,
Tumers, Chanchani-Worah, who had implemented this
recommendation in Bengal but not in Bibar. There was a
hieated discussion and the Minister wanted a defmite com-
mitment from the Industry thar the Bihar collierics would
pay. The Government tumned 4 deaf ear to the Industry’s
plea’ of pracical difficulties in price increpse of coking coal
by stating that prices were none of their concern, The
Industry assured them of bis intention 1o pay to the labour
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and undertook to wrge the members ro make increased pay-
ment, but, naturally, could not definitely commit iweclf. The
Minister stated that he would not be responsible for any
violence or strikes rhat might rake place since the Industry
was not heeding the Government's appeal.

The Minister however did mnot state thar the strikes
would be considered legal, rhough the labour representa-
tives did say that in such event the strikes should be treated

-as “legal’.

3. Abolition of C.R.O.:

As regards Gorakhpur Labour Organization, there was
already a decision taken to abolish it as far back as 1963
and was subsequently reconfirmed in August 1964 in the In-
-dustrial Committee meeting. In the Indian Labour Confer-
ence held in February 1967, Sri Hathi made a categorical
statement that it would be abolished before the end of 1968,
The Industry was therefore not in a position: o oppose it.

The Minister however did not commit to abolish ir, but
stated that he would let the labour representatives know the
decision in 2/3 days since the U. P. Government had to be
consulted, who had been opposing abolition on the ground of
unemployment of labour. '

4. Mine Managers' Retirement:

On this: point, there was not much discussion since the
representatives of mine managers themselves stated that if
the grawity scheme was made applicable o the managers,



( 203 )

they were not keen w continue after the age of 60. The
Minister confirmed that the gratity would be made appli-
cable in their case also.

5 The Industry pointed out that some of the Wage
Board * recommendations for relief on leprosy, tuberculosis,
silicosis, etc. had not been implemented il now by the
Government itself, even though the Coal Mines Welfare Or-
ganization had sent the papers 1o the Government. Sri Naik
pointed out that if these were implemented the expenses of
Coal Mines Welfare Organization would go up by Re 26 lacs
per year, The representatives of the Industry stated in reply
that when it came o implementation by the Government
they talked of financial difficulties bur they were not pre-
parcd to consider the Industry's fmancial difficulties. Sri
Bhagwat Jha Azad gave a lame reply saying that the Govern-
ment's money was public moncy whereas the private colli-
erics were making huge profits and were not fulfilling their
obligations to labour,

6. Attendance Bonus:

Lahour made a srong plea for abolition of this bonus
stating that there was no rationale behind this and it also
did not exis in any other industry except coal. Sri Hathi
stared that though the Wage Board bhad recommended
abolition of attendance honus, he had nor agreed because
absentecism would go up and attendance would act as an
incentive, He sald that he had now been told that absentee-
ism had gone down and therefore he felr inclined 1o believe
differently. The representarives of the Indusiry pointed our
thar according to their own figures, absentecism had gone up
from 1z and odd per cent o 13 and odd per cent. The
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Industry strongly opposed the abolition of attendance bonus.
The Press Reports that the Committee took the decision to
abolish was therefore absolutely incorrect.

The satement of Sri K. P. Ghosh, West Bengal Labour
Minister, was not at all correct. He did pot speak a single
word at the meeting and it was established beyond doubr
that as far as West Bengal was concerned, there was no com-
plaint of non-implementation, It was borne out even by the
statemen of Sri Deven Sen.  In facy, towards the end of the
meeting the Industry commented on Sri- Harhi's opening
remarks and asked him what he wished to do about the law
and order situation, He stated thar he called Sri K. P
Ghosh, particularly, for this bur considering the unco-opera-
tive attitude of the employers on V.D.A. payment, he could
uot say anything to the Swmate Government or the labour,
8ri V. K. Poddar asked him specifically whether he was
really convinced himsell that all the trouble was duc to non-
implementation, to which he replied that it was mostly due
to non-implementation. The Industry, of course, did mot

agree.

It was felt thar the attitude of both the Government
and the labour had been not very co-operative at all and
in fact they were unfair in siding with labour even when it

Wad not necessary.

The main conclusions of the nith se=sion of the In-
dusirial Commitee on Coal Mining held on 6 November
196g, at New Delhi. are given below:
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“Coxctusions Resernen To:

Ttems 1+ Action taken on- the Main Conclusions of the roth
Session of the Industrial Commitiee on Coal Mining.
held at Dhanbad on the zoth January, r1o6s.

The Statement of Action taken was noted subject to the
Hollowing : —

{a) It was wrged by the workers' representatives thar the
problem of water supply should be tackled in an expeditious

MAanner;

(b) It was noted that the progress in regard to housing of
workers was very slow. The percentage of workers housed
was quite Tow even in the case of some of the best companies
where availability of land did not create any problem :

(€) The Chairman wrged thar ar least bigger collieries
should revise their Standing Orders on the basis of Model
Etundjng Orders within three months;

(d} It was pointed out ‘that very few cases of malafide
dismissal on medical grounds were reported to Government.
As regards honafide termination on medical grounds, compen-
sation should be paid w workes concerned. Imroduction of
4 scheme of gratwity which in principle was accepred, would
be a good solution to the problem;

(e) Lt was stated thar Contract Labour (Abolition & Regu-
lation) Bill wiz before Parliament dnd was likely to be taken
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up in the next session. The Special sitnarions hrought out:
by the Court of Inquiry and which could not be covered by
the Bill may have to be covered through special legislation..

ltem 2: Further action on the recommendations of the Coal
Wage Board relating to gratutty, house-rent, leave,
attendunce bonus, etc.

The Chairman announced that the Government of India
had accepred, in principle, the need for a gratity scheme for
Coal Mines workers and that the demils of the scheme would
be finalised shortly,

The Chairman stated that the existing condition regard-
ing minimum attendance qualification for payment of atten-
dance bonus needed 1o be reconsidered with a view to this
requirement heing dispensed with,

Item 3: Implementation of the recommendations of the
Coal Wage Board.

The Chairman stated that there was no justification for
the employers to withhold payment of variable dearness allow-
ance at the rates recommended by the Wage Board. He
‘hoped that all employers would pay variable dearness allow-
ance of Bs, 129 from October, 1969,

As regards the grant of special Jong leave with pay to.
workers suffering from T.B., cancer, etc. the Chairman ex-
plained that it would not be possible for the Coal Mines
Labour Welfare Fund to pay the leave salary. The payment
of leave salary is a matter for the employers,
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Jiem 4; Amendment of Coal Mines Regulabons, 1957 10
provide for retirement age of managers, officials
il

This item was postponed.

dtem 5: Inpury Leave,

No conclusion was arrived at.  The employers were
opposed 1o this on the ground that the industry has no finan-
«cial capacity 10 bear this additional burden.

dtem 6: Impasition of Electrical Supervisor and Surveyor
by the Department of Mines (Direclorate General
Mines Safety).

The employers suggesied thar there should be a jomt
Supervisor and Surveyor for & number of small mines. The
workers did not agree 1o this suggestion. Tt was agreed that
the D.C.MS. will examing the matter further.

dtem 52 Supply of Uniforms and Footwear,

It was emphasised that employers should be prepared (o
supply boots as this was & stawutory ohligation, Should there
be any difficalty in procuring supplies, attempts would be
made to assist the employers to obtain them.. Where workers
were unwilling 1w use them, trade unions would use their

good offices 1o perstiade them to do so.
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dtem 8 Coalfield Recruiting Orgamsation.

The employcers stated that they had no objection to the
abolition of the Coalficld Recruiting Organisation (the Coal-
ficld Recruiting Organisarion is an Employers’ Organisation).
The Chairman then announced that the Government of
India had decided to withdraw from this whole recruiting
activity of Gorakhpur Labour

F. Cosporize o co o e Prosuess
oF Disapiep Mmsenrs

The Government of Indla, Ministry of Labour, Employ-
ment & Rehabilitation ser up a Commiitee early in 1968 1o
go into the problems of disabled miners under the Chairman-
ship of Director General of Mines Safery, Dhanbad. The
terms of ceference of the Committee are as follows :—

(1) to examine the extent of benefits at present available
1o mine workess declared medically unfit under the
Regulations: or otherwise, or disabled by accidents, or
by pneumoconiosis as defined for purposes of the
Workmen's Compensation Act, and to recommend
what further benefits could be given:

(2) o examine in all its aspects, the question of rehabi-
liration/ reemployment, of such persons and particu-
larly 10 consider and make recomendations in this
regard for—

(3) the serting up of one or more production-cumttain-
ing institutes for dissbled persons producing such
cquipment and ‘materials as could be absorbed by the
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mining industry assessing the requirements of the in-
dustry for such produce;

(i) the =etting up of such industries as may absorb the
pessons trained in the production-cum-training  ins-
titures:

(i) o suggest wrrangements for the imparting of ade-
quate training to the doctors for purposes of diagno-
sis. of *pneumnconiosis as defined for purposes of the
Workmen's Compensation Act: and

(4) to consider how managers and mine officials not at
present covered by the Workmen's Compensation Act
or any insurance Scheme could be compensated in

pase of accident and 1o make suitable recommenda-
tions therefore

* ("Poeumoconiosis” means silicosis or coal miners Pneumo-
coniosis or abestosis or bagassosis or any of those discases
accompanied by pulmonary tuberculosis).

The Committee of the Federation noted with concern the pro-
posal for payment of compensation in case of accidents to
the managers and mine officials and also for payment of pro-
portionate compensation to them for partial and permancnt
disability. The Committee failed to understand how the
above body described as “The Committee to go into the pro-
blems of disabled miners” could consider marters with regard
ta payment of compensation to managers and mine officials
in case of accidents causing partial and permanent disablity.
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In the first meeting of the above two Sub-Committes were
formed. Shri 5. K. Agarwalla, Jr. ViceChairman of the
LCOA. and Shri S, N. Mullick, represents the [W.C. on the
first and second Sub-Committes respectively. The first Sub-
Committec 15 to consider items 1 and 4 of the terms of re-
ference of the main Committee, The first Sub-Committee
miecting was held on 20.4.68 at which the following members

Were prescnti—

(1) Mr. V, C, Varma, Convenor.
(2) A Representative of the Coal Mines Welfare Organi-
sation.

(3) Shri Sunil Sen of Colliery Mazdoor Sabha.

(4) Mr. T. C. Anand of the National Association of
Colliery Managers,

(5) Mr, A. V. Brahma of Indian Mine Managers Asso-
ciation.

(6) Shri 8. K. Agarwalla.

In the meeting it was decided as under:—

(1) The present benefit available to mine workers de-
clared medically unfic or disabled by accidents or by occupa-
tional disease is sufficient,

Mr. Sunil Sen did nor agree to the above,

{2) With regard to the workers who were declared medi-
cally unfit for natiral diseases such as cancer, T.B. etc, the
labour representative insisted that if the services of such

14
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_workers were rerminated, they would get retrenchment benie-
fit 1o which Shri Agarwalla did not agree.

It was ultimately decided that compensation, if any,
wotld be paidd by the Coal Mines Welfare Organization on
the merit of each case. Shri Agarwally vehemently opposed
the decigion on the ground that the collieries were not in a
position to pay any compensation in such: cases,

(3) With regard ro item 2 ie compensation in case of
accidents of managers and mine offivials, Shri Agarwalla did
not commit anvthing and he had asked for a week’s time to
subimit the views of LW.C. on the subject. The members of
hoth the Mine Maunagers Associntions had suggested the
following compensation in case of death of mine ofhicials
owing to accidents which was also supported by the labour
representative ; —

(a) Officials above the rank of Agent ... Rs. 100,000/

i:h.] Agmu amd Senior h‘!ﬂ.l’mgﬂ:’ﬂ o R 757000 -
(c) Managers ... R&  so,000/-
(d) Second Class - Managers - Re 25000/

to Rs.  s0.000/-
according to the
seniority,

Besides the above compensation, Mine Managers' Asso-
ciations had also asked proportionate compensation in respect
of partial and permanent disability.
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The matter was referred to the [W.C. which sirongly
felt that as a mater of principle, the Industry’s representa-
tive on the Committee should refuse to discuss this question
since it would be mntamount to discussing the terms of
service of managerial staff wogether with labour and junior
stafl. The JW.C. further considered that the stand should
be taken by the Industry’s representatives irrespective of the
fact that individual companies had already covered their
managers and senior staff through Personal Accident Insur-
ance policies which, in many cases, provided better cover
than the rates of compensation suggested by the representa.
tves of the Association of Mine Managers. The JW.C. was
strongly of the view thar with regard o disabled miners, any
attempt. to extend the defmirion should be resisted. What
was: generally understood throughout the world hy “disabled
miners” was miners whose disablement was caused by acci-
dents or by Pncumoconeosis, ere. The rerm “disablement™
should nor, therefore, cover persons suffering from tubercu-
losis, cancer or other diseases which were common 10 man-
kind and were not connected with a person’s work and were
primarily the responsibility of the State or of the Coal Mines
Welfare Organization but cemainly not of collierics.

V. MISCELLANEOUS
A, Mempersmp

The following applicants were enlisted 3¢ members of the
Indian Mining Federation during the peridd covered by this.
Repore and up to the time of writing the Report subject to
confirmation ar the Annual General Meeting in terms of
Arncle g of the Articles of Associarion of the Federation

bringing the total membership of the Federation to 207 :1—
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. M/s. Eses & Co,,
Mohanpur Colliery,
P.O. Kharkharee (Dhanbad).

M/s. New Katras Coal Co..
New Katras Colliery,
P.O. Katrasgarh (Dhanbad),

M/s. Selecred Govindpur Coal Concern,
Selected Covindpur Colliery,
" P.O. Karrasgarh (Dhanbad).

M/s. Mustafec & Co.,
Khas Katras Colliery,
P.O. Katras Bazar (Dhanbad).

. M/s. Eastern Mining Syndicate,
Domnara Colliery,

North Alambazari Road,
MNagpur-1.

M/s. Banerjee Trading Co. () Led.,

Kasta Bengal Colliery,
P.O. Barakar (Burdwan),

. MJ/s. Selected Dalurband Coal Co. (P) Lid.
Selected Samla Colliery,
P.O. Pandaveswar (Burdwan),

. M/s, Jealgora Gobindpur Coal Trading Co.
Jealgora Gobindpur Colliery,

Post Box No. 3,

Jharia (Dhanbad).
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M/s Industrial Supplies P’ Lid,
(Kutchi) Balihari Colliery,

F-z. Gillander House,

8, Netaji Subhas Road,
Calcurea-r.

M/s. New Standard Coal Co, ‘P Ld,,
Lodna & Suratand Colliery,

27 Palace Courr,

1, Kyd Srreet,

Calcutta-16,

M/s. South Goluckdih Coal Co.,
South Goluckdih Colliery,

105, Park Streer,

Caleura,

M]s. Pure Joyramdih Colliery Co.,
Pure Joyramdih Colliery,

1o5. Park Srreet,

Calcutta,

M/s. Searsole Mining Industries 'P' Lud,,
North Searsole Colliery,
P.O. Searsole Rajbari (Burdwan).

M/s. North Dhemo Coal Co, Lud.,
Burra Dhemo Colliery,
P.O. Sitarampur (Burdwan),

M/s. Khas Joyrampur Colliery Co, Ltd.
Khas Joyrampur Colliery,

18, Nemji Subhas Road,

Calcurta-r,
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M/s. Bharar Mining Corporation Ltd,,
Babizole Colliery,

g1, Stephen House (sth Floor),
Dalhousie Square East,

Calcuirta-i.

M/s. United Karanpura Collieries ‘P" Litd..
Churi Colliery,

g1, Stephen House (5th Floor),

Dalhousie Square East,

Calcutta 1.

M/s. J. K. Gorai & Co.,
Sree Lakhimata -
P.O. Chirkunda (Dhanbad).

The Amalgamated Coalfields Lud.,
Datla West Colliery,

Poddar Court,

18; Rabindra Sarant,

Caleutta-1,

The Amalgamated Coalfields Ld.
Eklehra Colliery,

Poddar Courr,

18, Rahindra Sarani,

Calcurta-1.

The Amalgamared Coalficlds Lid.,
Bhamori Colliery,

Poddar Court,

18, Rabindra Sarani:

Caleutta-1,
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23, The Amalgamated Coalficlds Lid..
Rawanwara Colliery,
Poddar Court,
i8, Rabindra Sarni,
Calcutta-s.

33 The Jamai Majri Coal Co. Ltd.
Sukri Mine,
Poddar Conirr,
18, Rabindra Sarani,
Calcutta-1,

B. CoarrmEern Coxpvarrrees

Isotan Mimsise Feoeramion Brasci Exsctrive
Juania.

Sri Dinendranath Dash continued to be the Honorary
Secretary of the Jharia Branch Executive for the year 1969,
A report on the activities of the Branch, as received from Sri
Dash, s given below:

The Jharia Branch suffered an irreparable loss during the
year by the death of its President, Sri M. Sengupta, who
passed away suddenly in March. Sri Dinendranath Dash
coutinued o be the Honorary Secretary of the Branch Exe-
cutive for the year,

During the year the Jharia Branch Executive held two
Emergency and one Ordinary meetings and it extended an
invitations to all member collicries in the Bihar field to place
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their grievances before it with a view to taking them up with
the authorities concerned. The main among those grievances
were occasional failure of powers supplied by the Bihar State
Electricity Board, erratic wagon supply, difficulties of treat-
ment it Central and Regional Hospirals and other important
subjects, These were discussed and necessary action taken.

The officials of the Branch maintained a close conracts
with the authorities, apprising them of the various problems
of the Coal Industry and offering suggestions for their wolu-
ton.

The monthly rent collection from the Pilor Employ:
ment Exchange was satisfactory throughout the year,

LMF, Ravicany Braven Execurive
& Ramican) Coarsmero Coapairree.

Sri N. B, Lall Singha and Sri D, D. Mondal continued
to hold the office of the President and Hony, Secrerary res
pectively of the LMF. Raniganj Branch Executive and Rani-
ganj Coalficld Committee during the year under reporr.

A shart review of the activities of the LMF. Raniganj
Branch Executive and Raniganj Coalfield Committes during

the year 1969, as received from S N. B, Lall Singha, is
given below:

The members of both the Branch Executive and Coal-
ficld Committee 1ook a keen interest in the activities' of the
Branch Executive and Coalficld Committee. In all 8 Ordi-
nary Joint meetings were held in the year under report.
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Amnendance of the members were very satisfactory, This
Branch kept in close rouch with the collieries in this part of
the coalficld and rendered useful services and guidance to
the member collieries.

The year under report was a year of gheraos, clashes
among workers due to inter-party rivalrics, dacoities in the
«<onllicld arcas. Efforts to stop violent clashes in the collieries
in the Asansol-Raniganj belt by seuing up a United Front
‘Committee comprising several constituent parties of the UF.
‘have como to naught. Tt is felr that the implementation of
the Trade Union Bill, under which the management will haye
to recognize the most representative union selected by secrer
ballor, would pur to an end the interparty clashes over the
wcontrol of the unione in the collieries

In the year under repore this Commirtee in its differene
amectings discussed the following among other impartant
matters and ook appropriate action i —

t. Law and Order struntion in the coalfield,

2. Theft of coal from loaded Wagons,

3 Implementation of the Wage Board recommenda-
tions.

4. The phenomenal incresse in the rate of cesses and
taxes in West Bengal. This matter was represented
to the Hon'ble Minister Sri Sushil Kumar Dhara
when he visited this coalfield.

5. The dmaft Coal Mines (Amendment) Regulations,
1969. This Committee submitted o the Federation
elaborate comments on the subject.
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6. Acquisition of coalbearing land in the Raniganj
field by the National Coal Development Corporation
Lid., under the Coal Bearing Areas (Acquisition and
Development) Act, 1957

The President submitted various notes in  regard 1o
Royalty and other matters to the Chairman of the Federa

tion in the year under review,

C.. Dmarr Resorumoxs rorn CoNSIDERATION ©F THE
Coxpuitree oF ThE FeoEmamion oF [xpiw CHAMBERS
or CommERce AND INDUSTRY AT 1715 338D ANNUAL
Sesston a1 New Detar

In accordance with the decision of the Committee the
following Draft Resolutions on:

(1) Talk of npationalization of collieries and

(2) Violence and lawlessness in West Bengal Coalficlds
have been sent 10 the Federation of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce & Industry (for considerarion of Resolution Sub-Com-
mittee and for inclusion in the agenda of the shove session
of the Federarion),

No. 17 Tax oF Nanoxauzaton of Corlismigs @

The Committee of the Federation expresses its great con-
cern st the tmalk of nationalization of coking coal as well as
of selected collieries producing non-coking coal during the
recent debates in Parliament. In the context of the pivoral
role assigned to the private sector collierics in achicving in-
creased production of coal that would be required by the coun-
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try at the end of the Fourth and subscquent Plan periods.
the bogey of pationalization of Coal Industry will un-

doubitedly shake the entire structure of the private sector
Coul Indusiry and destroy the basis of producion of coal ta
be required in the coming years. In view of the fact that ine
creased coal production can be achieved only under an as.
sured armosphere, the private scctor cannar be expected to
go ahead with its plans for future expansion and make huge
investment if the threat of nationalization constantly hangs
over its head like the ‘Sword of Damocles”. The Federation,
therefore, urges that a categorical policy decision should be
announced by the Government to allay and remove the mis-
understanding and apprehension caused in the Coal Indus-
try by the recent statement made at the Lok Sabha,

No. 2: Vioience axp Lawrpessxess v West Bencat
CoarFiein;

The Committee ¢f the Federation views with serious con-
cern. the spate of lawlessness, indiscipline, gheraos and vio-
lence particularly in the West Bengal coalfield primarily as
a result of rivalry between umions owing allegiance to differ-
ent polirical parties and often engineered to achieve political
ends by rival unions and interested partics. The whole coal-
belt of West Bengal has been seriously affected and coal pro-
duction has also considerably hampered. Tt has been assessed
that strikes and gheraos in West Bengal are costing the nation
on an average at least Rs. 1+ crore daily in lost ourpur. Many
business houses are reported 1o have already shifted their
registered  offices from  Calcutta,  Inter-union  rivalry and
clashes in West Bengal coalfields had disrupted the peaceful
atmosphere of the area and colliery managers and supervisory
staff have been living in a regular reign of terror.  The Com
mittee of the Federation thercfore urges that strong and effec-
tive remedial measures shoulidl be taken to put-a stop to the
preseny. alarming drift.
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D, Baxg or Briar Livirep—NosaToRiU

The Bank of Behar Lid, being one of the oldest sche-
sduled banks mainly operating in the Jharia coalbelt, having
been established 58 years ago and having 25 branches in
Bihar, 3 in Untar Pradesh and one In West Bengal, most of
the small and medivmsized collieries in Jharia coal-belt had
beet munsacting the major part of their business through
their accounts with the Bank. Many of such collieries had
alsp arangement with the Bank in the form of financial
accommixiation having a duly sanctioned limit of credit facl-
fities agaimse bills and other securitics.  As a resulr of a
sudden declaration of a moratorium under a  Government
Notification No. F, 17(10}BC/6g dared B August 1969 pub-
lished under S.0. No. 3319 in the Gazene of India (Part 11,
Sec. 3—subsection (ii) dated 23 Auguost 1969 on the Bank
of Behar. those collieries which hail longstanding accounts
with the Bank and enjoying crediv facilities within a specified
limir were hard hit and it became extremely difficult for many
wf them 1o make weekly payment of wages w their workmen
not o speak of meeting other financial obligations. Ir was
not possible for such collieries 1o make an immediate arrange-
ment for fmancial accommodation with any other bank, a8
It usually takes a long time, parr.lmlar'lq for a new Customer,
to make such eredit arrangement with 4 new bank. As a
tesult of freczing of their accounts and the locking up of their
fimances, member collieries of the Federation;, who had ace
courirs with the Bank of Behar, suffered an almost complete
financial paralysis. A representation was made by the Fede-
ration 1o Sri P. C. Sethi, the Hon'ble Minister of State for
Fipance. in its letrer No. 1202 dated 19 August 196g empha-
sizing the need for making some alternative arrangement for
financizl accommodation so thar the munagements of such
collicries might nor be compelled 1o close down their collieries.

Sri P. C. Sethi was pleased 1o make a reassuring state-
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ment in the Rajya Sabha on 14 August 1469 to the following
effect !

“Regarding colliery owners having accounts in the Bank
of Behar, Mr. Sethi said thar they could approach the
State Bank which would within the framework of rules
try to accommodate them for purposes of payment of
salaries to the workers.”

In the light of the above statement a number of collieries
and a few representatives of the Federation approached the
Seate Bank of India to ecxtend financial accommodation
which were hitherto being allowed by the Bank of Behar
within the framework of its rules. But as the State Bank of
India had not received any specific instructions from the
Government, it could not help the eollieries in any way. The
Federation thercfore sent the following express telegram. to.
Sti Sethi requesting him 1o kindly make immediate arrange-
ments for the issue of necessary directive to the State Bank
of India in accordance with his statement made in the Rajya
Sabha on 14 August 1969:

“MANY COLLIERIES IN JHARIA COALFIELD
HAVING FINANCIAL ACCOMMODATION AGA-
INST BILLS AND OTHER SECURITIES WITH
BANK OF BEHAR ARE FACING EXTREME HARD-
SHIP FOR FREEZING OF ACCOUNTS AND CONSE-
QUENT INABILITY TO MAKE LABOUR PAY-
MENT AND MEET FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS
STOP INSPITE OF YOUR REASSURING STATE-
MENT IN RAJYA SABHA ON TFOURTEENTH
AUGUST THAT SUCH COLLIERIES SHOULD AP-
PROACH STATE BANEK WHICH WOULD ACCOM-
MODATE THEM WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF
RULES STATE BANK CALCUTTA HAVING RE-
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CEIVED NO SUCH DIRECTIVE HAS REGRETTED
INABILITY TO DO ANYTHING STOP KINDLY
ARRANGE FOR ISSUING NECESSARY DIREC-
TIVE TO STATE BANK CALCUTTA ACCORDING
TO YOUR STATEMENT

Subsequently, on 8 August 1969, a delegation of the
Federation’s representatives, consisting of Si H N,
Mookherjee; Vice-Chalrman, Sri M. C. Parekh. Sri B, M.
Varma and the Secrvtary, S M. Das, met Sri 5. K.
Mukherjee, Joint Chiel Officer, Department of Banking
Operadon & Development. Reserve Bank of India, Calcurta
1o urge the need for immediate steps being tken to give
interim relief 10 the extreme hardship being experienced by
a large number of collicries having accounts and fimancinl
armngement with the Bank of Behar Lid. In pursuance of
thie advice received from Sri Mukherjee, Mr. Mongia of Staie
Bank of India, Gileutta Branch and Mr, A, M. Mariappan,
Staff Officer, State Bank of India, Pama were contacted and
a telegram was also sent to Mr. Mariappan for expediting
interim financial arrangemenss by the State Bank of India.
Thanks to the efforts made by the Federation, the Stare Bank
of India allowed withdrawal of s0% of the deposits of the
collieries if they were w be used for making payment of
wages v workers.

Further, following up Sri 8. K. Mukherjec’s suggestion,
the Federation advised member<allicries, having their regis-
tered office in Calcutra and having financinl arrangements
with the Bank of Behar Lad. and experiencing difficulties
owing to the freezing of their accounts, 1w approach the local
head. office of the State Bank of India for necessary credit
faciliies. Those member-collieries having registered offices
in the State of Bihar were advised 1o approach the Siwaff
Officer, Stare Bank of India, Pamna for the purpose.
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Although the period of moratorium was extended till 9
November 196g; the Bank of Behar Ltd, was merged with the
State Bank of India on 6 November 196 and the constituents
are therefore not experiencing any difficulty in continuing
normal business with the Stave Bank of India.

E. Lzvy or Rovaury ony Miyverais CONSUMED WITH-
1 e LEasenolp AREAs ror CommERcaL PURPOSES,

It may be recalled that at the 15th meeting of the Mine-
ral Advisory Board held at Ootucamund on the 24th and 35th
September 1968 on the suggestion made by the Asam Goy-
ernment it was agreed in principle thar royalyy should  be
leviable on quantities of minerals consumed within the lease-
hold areas for commercial purposes and that the Central
Government should -amend the Mines and Mingrals (Regu-
lation & Development) Act, 1957 accordingly, The Federa-
tion received a letter No. 1(25)/68-MII dawed 3 December
1968 from Sri A. Sethumadhavan, Under Sccretary 1o the
Government of India, Ministry of Steel. Mines and Memls
{Department of Mines & Metals), in which he requested the
Association/Federation to send their concrete suggestions. on
the proposal to levy royalty on quantities of minerals thac
are comsumed within the leaschold areas for commercial
purposes.

The Committee of the Federaton considered rthe above
suggestion and pointed out that under the proviso conmined
in section g(1) of the Mines and Minerals (Regulation &
Development) Act, 1957, royalty was payable only on the
quantity of mineral removed from the leasehold aren and not
on mineral consumed within the leaschold area,. the entire
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quantity of which was for collitries own consumption and
lor supply of free fuel 10 the colliery workmen as enjoined
under the various Tribunal Awards. The proposed amend-
ment would therefore give rise 10 many problems as a result
of conlflicting interpretations of the expression “commercial
purposes”. The Commirtee further pointed out thar coal or
any other commodity when used for commercial purposes
would invariably attract the payment of the Stare Sales Tax
Act. But no sales tax was pavable cither on coal used for
collicries’ own consumption ie. boiler consurnption, which
was-cssential for the running of collieries, and for coal sup-
plied as free fuel 1o the workmen.

Ir was further pointed out thar the expression “commer-
cial purpose” as defined in rhe Chambers’ Twentieth Century
Dictionary was one which was essentially mercanrile and as
further claborated in The Universal Dictionary of the
Enghsh Language, edited by Henry Cecil Wyld (Sixth Im-
pression, 1946), was one connected  wirh ‘tcommerce’ which
had again been defined as ‘indicating buying and selling’,
‘trade’, ‘traffic’, etc, In other words, a commercial transaction
was one the motive of which was to make profit.  Since coal
consumed within the leasehold area was no generally used for
A commercial purpose the proposed amendment would - serpe
no useful purpose,

The Joint Working Commirtes, in its lerter No. ;6-B/70
dated 25 January 1969, made a represenfation to the Mini
of Steel, Mines and Memls (Department of Mines & Meralg).
New Dellii, on the lines of the suggestion made by the Fede-

ration strongly recommending thar the existing rule should
be mainmined.
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This subject came up for discussion at the 16th meeting
of the Mineral Advisory Board held ar New Delhi on 2 and
30 September 1969. In the note circulated by the Ministry
ar the meeting on the definition of ‘commercial purposes” for
charging royalty on minerals consumed within the leaschold
arca, it was stated thar for coal used for boiler consumption
10 generate steam to operate machinery required for mining
purposes such as steam windess, clectrical gencrating plant,
ete. royalty should also be charged and the explanation given
in the note was thar such consumed coal should also come
within the purview of the definition of ‘commercial purposes’.
As no conclusive decision on the question was taken at the
meeting, Sri V. K, Poddar, Chairman, wrote a D.O. letter 10
8ri Jagannath Rab, Minister of State for Mines & Metals,
Government of India, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi, pointing
out ip particular that apart from the question of the legality
of imposing royalty on coal used for boiler consumption, this
retrogressive proposal would lead 1o various complications and
constant bickerings between the management of the collieries
and the State Government Authorities in view of the face
that it was not possible to accuratcly assess of the quantum
of coal psed in the boilers of collieries within the leasehold
areas. It was further pointed out in the D.O. letter thae
rejected coals were mostly used for boiler consumption in
collieries and whatever the royalty that was charged on such
coals would impose an additonal burden on collieries and
inflate the cost of production. It was also mentioned that
royalty was being charged from time immemorial on the
F.O.R. price of coal and for more than 100 years no royahy
was ever charged on coal used in boiler to operate machinery.

The marter is stll under the consideration of rhe

Government,

F. Teex Faciumes v Diaxpap axp Asaxsor AReas.

The lack of telex facilities in the Bengal-Bihar conlfields,
which are an integral part of the industrial belt sirerching

i5
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from Bokaro in Bikar to Durgapur in Bengal, is a great
handicap to all industries in the area.

In the Asansol field about 20 million tonnes of coal ars
raised from 134 mines. Besides, there are two steel planis
and o number of other industries in the privare and public
sectors, According 1o my Commirtee’s assessment ar least
30/50 undertakings in the Asansol area would be interested
in installing telex equipment.

The ougput of coal in the Dhanbad area is about 28
million tonnes including metallurgical toal which is pro-
duced nowhere else in the country, Besides the coal ‘mines
which number over 2350, many other industries are locatei
in the area, such as, the Sindn Fenilizers, coal washerics in
the public and private sectors, the National Coal Develop-
mens Corporation’s projects and others. 1 telex equipment
s mude available in thie area; there would be 2 demand for
at least go.

The Federation therefore made a representation, in its
lereer No. 56/ 348 dated 7 March 196g, 10 the Secretary to the
Government of India, Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting and Communications, strongly urging  thar  telex
facilities be made available at the earliest possible date 10
collieries and other industries in the Bokaro Durgapur belt

which is one of the most important industridl regions in the
enfire country,

Subsequently, on the advice received from the above
Ministry, a similar representation was made to the Direc
tomte General, Posts & Telegraphs, New Delbi, in reply 1o
which a lewer, No. 1427/60TPL dated 7 May 1969, was



( 237 )

received from Sri B. M. Khanna, Asstr, Chief Engincer (TL)
of Posts and Telegraphs, o the effect thar the need for
opening of new exchanges was under constant review of the
Deparoment and the proposals for the opening of telex ex-
¢hanges at Dhanbad and Asansol would be taken up for
consideration in the near furure.

The ‘matter is being followed up by the Federation,

G. Fux ox mue Exstery sk oF Jormaroox Brascrt (New
ALIGNMENT) & Atso ix Lowex Anxo Urber  Juamia
CoLuEry.,

A circular letter dated 2 July 1969 was received by all
the collicries served by Jotimatook siding o the effect that
fire on the eastern side of the alignment had been extending
towards the branch line and collapses had raken place quite
near the line. It was also stated that cracks had appearcd
between collapses and the branch line, the nearest crack on
11.6.69 being only 22 fr. from the wack. The extent of work-
ings under the rilway or adjacent to the railway line had
not been fully ascertained. It was apprehended thar the
fire might render the branch ling unsafe for working. It
was further stuted that if the fire could endanger the afety
of the track it would become necessary for the raibway to
suspend or close the Jotimatwok Assisted Siding 61l such rime
as the danger was removed and the track rendered safe for
traffic. A number of telegrams was senr 1o the Ministry of
Railways and others drawing their attention to the extremely
serious gituation arising out of the underground fire near
Jotimatook  Assisted Siding serving 10 collieries and Al
minium Corporation of India, producing 160,000 tonnes of coal
per month. Tt was further pointed our thar the Jotimatook
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siding being one of the very old sidings: was in similar
danger in 1952 owing to fire in New Jemehari Khas Col-
liery. On a strong representation then made by the collieries
concerned this siding was diverted through a near area on
the same colliery. The Coal Board had earlier taken up some
protective work to arrest the spread of the fire o the adjs-
cent areas. Although the fire was not completely arrested,
no cffective steps were 1aken by the Coal Board after 1966
1o arrest the spread of the fire, It may be mentioned that
at 4 joint meeting held on 14 June 1967 with the representa-
tives of the collicries, Conl Board and the office of the Chicf
Mining Adviser, Railway Board, steps were suggested 1o deal
with the fire but neither the Coal Board nar the Railways
did anything in the marter.

On a representation made by the Industry the Coal
Board deputed iis Chief Mining Engineer and Inspecting
Officer to undertake protective stabilization work to arrest
further spread of fire rowards the Railway lines. As the
Coal Board engaged contractors for this purpose from 12
July 1969, it was nor necessary for the Railway 1o suspend
or clase the Jorimatook Siding.

Although the Coal Board had done commendable work
for protective stabilization to avoid the imminent danget
caused by the expansion of lire the Committee of the Fedeta-
ton emphasized the fact thar the work already undertaken
appeared to be inadequate, Only 30/32. persons were engaged
by the contractors and 10,000 cft. work were sunctioned
against the actual requirement of 30 lakh cft. The Mining
Engincers  of the collieries who had examined the impending
danger of the Jotimatook Siding considered that the situa-
tion was not at all being dealt with as systematically and
seriously as was necessary 10 artest the five and it was feared
that if the work continued to be carried on at a slow paces
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the Railways would have no alternative to closing the traffic.,
The Federanion pointed our that the following work needed
Immediate attention:—

(1) Filling up of Por Floles and cracks by sand. Total
wark—3315 CMT.

(2) Blunketting  with sand between 183 & 200 M. on
siding lengrth and east of the line.

(3) Flushing of sand and water under pressure through
bore heles 1o the underground workings 4" x20 bore
holes depth 6 to 24 Mts. '

{4) To drown the workings by diverting the jore near
the boundary of the Collicrics.

In view of the fact thar only the work specified in item No. 1
had been undertaken by the Coal Board and that too with
the help of marti packing and that the grant was meagre,
Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman, in a letter No. 275/1109 dated
25 July 1969, addressed 1o Sri K. K. Ray, LAS. Chairman,
Coal Board, suggested measures under jtems No. 2, 3, & 4
above o be undertaken immediately in order to save the
situation. Tr was further suggested by the Federation's
Chairman in the -above letter that the number of persons
engaged on such a presing job had to be considerably in-
creased and rhat more than one contractor should be engaged
1o complete the job, Sri V. K. Poddar further suggested
that active assistance of the collieries served by this siding
should be sought in order to facilitate smooth working.

The following letter No. PF-34/6465/Pr. 111 dated 45
August 1969 was received from the Coal Board:—
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“I am' directed 1o refer 1o your leteer No. 2735/ 1109 dated
July 35, 1969 on the subject mentioned above. The Board
has already sancrioned a sum of Rs. 28840/« for filing up the
subsidences and cricks which have occurred within 150 ft.
of the siding line and presently the work is going on ar full
speed, for which we appreciate the help and co-operation
extended by Shn R. L. Worah. A further scheme costing
about Rs. 50,000/~ which would include—

“(a) building up a dam and a sluice gate for diverting
min water into underground workings,

“(b) flushing of sand into underground gallaries through
bore holes end,

“(€) surface blanketing with sand is under the active and
urgent consideration of the Board and preliminary
work on some of these tems have already been

"It is our considered view that the safety of the siding
cannot be restored on a permanent basis and sooner or later
it has to be abandoned and to that extent we have already
taken up with the Railways the question of finding an alter-
native alignment for the siding. It would he appreciated if
you also pursue this muatter vigarously with the Railways so
that a new alignment for the siding can fructify as eatly as
possible.”

Mention may also be made in this connexion of the
damaging fire which broke out in September 1969 in the top
seams of Lower & Upper Jharia Colliery, The fire was so
intense that it could be seen from a long distance and thar
nothing could be done in the initial stage even by the reams

sent by the Mimes Inspectorate to put out the fire, The

e
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extent of the damage caused by such underground fire cam
casily be realized thar about Rs, 16 lakhs might be required
1o tackle the fire. Urgent measures were however tken to
tackle the fire by the Director General of Mines Safety and
also by the Coal Board by diverting the water from the
stream of the mine in the colliery aren in which the fire was
raging. It was alleged by Sri A. L. Sinha, Joint Director of
Mines Safety that the fire might have heen cavsed during
illicie distillation of liquor inside the mine. The fire was
raging at a distance of abour 200" fr. from the mouth of the
colliery and the heat was so intense that no one was able
go near the fire.

It s an admitted fact that underground fires in coal
mines have been caused as a result of spontancous combus-
tion occurring either underground or on the surface, defec-
tive depillaring operations, acts of negligence and adoprion
of unscientific methods of working and illicit distillation
underground in abandoned mines.

According to the cstimate recently made by the Coal
Board about 22 million tnnes of extractable coal have been
lost in major fires. In yiew of the fact that fire not only
results in the waste of coal bur also causes extensive damage
to surface structures, it is high rime that a comprehensive
plan was formulsted snd permanent remedinl measures were
taken in hand to fight out such fires. It is however, hearten-
ing to note that a Commitice was constituted as long ago as
in the year 1963 with the representatives of the Coal Board,
Central Mining Rescarch Station. Indian School of Mines,
Indian Bureau of Mines, Director General of Mines Safety
and the Planning Commission, to examine the problem of
coal mine fires and to suggest measures 10 prevent occurrence
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of fires in foture. [t s understood thar the above Com-
miittee set up by the Planning Commission has recently sub-
‘mirted a report to the Government of India. It is hoped
thar the Government would rake effective steps to implement
the valued recommendations of the above Committee and
not put them like other reports in cold storage.

H. Faeguest Fatvre or Powen Sury v 1o Coarrmon,

Collicries operating both in the Raniganj and Jhasia
fields suffer from frequent failure of power supplied by the
Wese Bengal State Electricity Board as well as the Bihar
Seate Electricity Board, Although complaints have been
made from time 1o time there has been litde iImprovement.
If things go on like this, coal production will suffer consi
derably.  Naturally, there is widespread dissatisfaction with
the Bibar as well as the West Bengal Stare Electricity
Boards, while the consumers drawing their supplies from
Sijua’ (Jherriah) Electric Supply Co. Ltd, and Associated
Power Co, Lid, and Dissergarh Power Supply Co. have
practically no complaints.  Although represemiations have
been made from tme to time by the Federation to the State
Electricity Boards, no cffective steps  have been wken to
ensure regular supply of power 1w the consumers a large
number of whom are collieries which are bound 1o suffer a
loss of ourput when there is frequent failure of pawer.

It is stated that the interruptions of power supply which
are very common pormally occur due to storms and lighten-
ing which are frequent in rainy sesson. The theft of line
conductors specially copper by miscreants has also become i
regular feature everywhere and this is applicable n the area
of operation also, In the event of failure of power supply
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all possible endeavours to restore the supply via alternative
circuits s quickly as is humanly possible should be made
and: any delay in this regard would seriously affect the
normal working of the collieries and result in accidents
which. might even lead 10 loss of lives. The Boards as well
ag the private clecrric supply companies should introduce
regular line patrolling during the nighte 1o prevent thefr of
line conductors and the police should be usked to be vigilant
in all cases of thefrs

1. Nowxcorme Coar pRices FoB  InpustaiaL Coxsumsis
orHER THAN THE RAmwaxs.

At its meeting held on 23 May 1969, the Joint Work-
ing Commirtee considered the request of constituent mem-
bers to revise prices in view of the numerous impositions
made on the Industry since the last revision of prices which
had increased the cost of production of coal.

After careful considerarion the Joint Working Committee
recommended that the following prices be introduced with
effect from 1 July 1969 in respect of non-metallurgical in-
«lustrial consumers: —

Grade Steam |Rubble R.ONM.[Slack [ Dust
‘Selecred A" 33.50 43.50
Selected ‘B’ 40,00 30.00
Grade I 36.50 3550
Grade 11 34.00 33.00
‘Grade IITA 32.50 31.50
‘Grade [1IB 31.00 30.00

(All prices are per tonne FOR. Colliery and, in all
wases, Sales Tax and other levies are extra).
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The above prices were to be applicable to non coking coals
from the Bengal and Bihar coalfilds with effect from

1 July 1969,

The enhanced prices were neceseitated due 1o the
following reasons : —

(i) Intreased payments to workers in rerms of the
Wage Board recommendarions.

(ii) Increased costs of materials used by collieries such
as explosives, iron and steel, cement, lubricants,

wire Topes, etc.

(i} The increased electricity tariffs charged by the
Stare Electricity Boards.

(iv) Increased road cesses levied by State Governments.

(v) Provision of footwear to colliery workers in terms of
the Coal Mines Regulations, 1957,

(vi) Increased royalty charges.

Constiruents of the JW.C. were requested to advise their
customers of the revised prices and tell them that the revi-
sion had been necessitated because of the factors mentioned
above, which were beyond the control of Coal producers.

Subsequent to the decision of the Railway Board 1o
allow only a price increase of 7o paise per tonne for all grades
of coal supplied to the Railways. 4 number of representations
were received by the Joint Working Committee  from the
various industrial consumers for reconsideration of the
above decision of the JW.C. 1o cffect a price increase of
abour Rs 3/- per tonne from 1 July 196,
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At a mecting of the JW.C held subequently the
J-W.C. was of the view thar afrer the decontrol of the Coal
Industry prices of various grades of coal were by and large
sertled by the forces of supply and demand and the JJW.C
prices announced on the Industry were more or less a guide-
line 1o be followed by the members as far as pracricable.
The J.W.C, therefore considered that no revision of prices
was called for,

The matter was reconsidered ar a special meeting of
the W.C, held on 6 October 1969 and after considerable
discussion, it was decided not o revise or reduce the JTW.C
prices for indusirial consumers on various considerations.

J. Tuerr or Coas Froym RAILWAY WAGONS.

The theft of coal from Railway wagons has recently
increased so much as to cause serious concern in all parts
of Raniganj coalfield areas. In spite of repeared complaints
made by large number of collieries as well as by this Fede-
mtion, the authorities have utterly failed ro mckle the sirus-
tion. which has of Iate turned from bad to worse. The fol-
lowing extract from the minutes of an emergent joint meer-
ing of the IMF. Ranigan] Branch Exccutive and Raniganj
Coalfield Commirtee. held ar Sunkerpore Colliery Director's
Bunglow on 37 May 196g, gives a vivid account of the situa-
tion in this regard in different parts of this coalfield :

“(A) Sonachora area—between Ondal and Parasea.

A large number of persons awair in the jungle generally
at night till the arrival of a loaded rake, The ruke, when
moving up a steep incline, slows down and the miscreants
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“elimb on to the loaded wagons and pilfer the coal. By the
time the rike passes the G, T, Road 5 to 10 vonnes of coal
are lifted from each wagon. The activities of the misereants
were brought to the notice of AS.P, who in fum reported
the case to the Security Officer (Mr. Dunican) at Asansol. He
told our representative 6/7 days ago that he would try mw
ambush them provided a Platoon of Police force was avail-
able. Such pilferages are going on in Chara Pilot No. 1 & 2.
It is reported by our member (8ri R. Gocenks) that Mr,
Banerjee—Special Officer, Railway Police, Ondal has been
directed by the authority of Union Government 1o take
immediate action in the matter, Members were requested
te report the pilfering of conl cases 1o M. Banerjee, with
& copy tw Sti Rajen Goenka, Parasia Colliery, P.O, Kajora-
Bram, Dist. Burdwan, Capies of the complaints should also
be sent w—(A) Chairman, Railway Board, (B} General
Manager, Eastern Railway, (C) C.OPs, Calcutts, (D) Secu-
rity Officer, Railway Police Force, Asansol and the Chair-
man, Indian Mining Federation, Calcurta and also to the
President, LMUF. Raniganj Branch Executive, P.O. Ukhrs,
-Dist, Burdwan,

(B) Pandaveswar Pilot No, It Sri M., L. Martoo reported
that conl was alio being pilfered near South Samila while
Pandaveswar Pilot No, T passed the point.

“Topsi Pllot Nos, 1, 3, 3 und 4: Tt was reported thar

pilferages of coal are also going on berween East Baraboni
and Bamboni Station of the above loaded pilot.

"Ukhkra Pilot No. 1 & I: Pilferages take place between
Partscole- and  Kajoragram nrea. Tt was stopped & few
months back but it haz again etarted,
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"It was suggested that for each different Pilot Section
one of our members, should take the rrouble to work as a
liaison officer with the Special Officer. Railway Police Foree,
Ondal and report the incidents of pilfering of coal from
wagons as and when they occur,  The following names were:
decided on for this purpoese:

t. S R. Goenka—for Chara 1 & IT Pilots,

2. Sr J. N. Gupta of Khas Kajora Colliery for Ukhra
I & I Pilots (Mr. P. Mondal agreed to pursue himj.

3. Sr Sujic Nag for Topsi 1, 11, IIT and 1V Pilots,

4 Sri M. L. Maitoo, Agent, Pure Samla Colliery for
Pandaveswar No. 1 Pilor,

5. S R K. Kapoor of Jaipuria Samla Amalgamated
Colliery for Pandaveswar No, IT Pilot.

“Railway authority should be approached to provide
armed guards with each drawing piloc for a cerrain period
10 stop the arrempt of pilfering of coal”

It will be observed that the Security Officer Mr. Dunean,

m Asansol expects to be able to ambush the miscreants if
he is provided with adequate police forces. The Commirree
of the Federation considers that the situation is so grave that
it calls for concerted, action by all concerned without any
further loss of time to fiighr out this social menace and: o
PUt a stop to the further loss of colliery properties in custody
of the Railways. Tt is inconccivable how the miscreants
could over-power the Government forces and carried on their
activities so successfully and continuously. The
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Federation made a representation to the Deputy Inspector-
General of Police, Trathe & Railways, West Bengal, g/,
Hungerford Street. Caleunta-13, in its leter No, 598/865
dated 6 June 1969, urging him to kindly take up the mater
persanally and take such sieps as might be deemed expedi-
ent to bring the culprits to book and 1o put a stop once and
for all to the pilferage of coal from lpaded wagons in Rani-
ganj Coalficld areas, The Committee further requested him
to provide adequate armed guards with each drawing pilot
with immediate effect il such time as it might be deemed
necessary, S 5. C De Chowdhury, Depury Inspector-
‘General of Police, Traffic & Railways, West Dengal, in his
letter No. 2069/ DIG(T & R)/CR. 3867 dated ¢6.6g, stated
that the letter had been forwarded to the Superimtendent of
Police, Gavernment Railway Police, Howrah, for necessary
action, It s alo reported by The Khas Kenda Colliery
Private Lid, Lower Kenda Colliery, that every day when
the loaded wagons are drawn in the morming by Chara No. »
Pilot, these are detained at a place called “Sonachora® whers .
abour 200/350 miscreants regularly unload a portion of the
coal from each wagon and even the covered wigons are
broken open and coal unloaded. They suspect that some of
the Railway staff deliberately detain the wagons in the same
place every day on the ground of operational  difficulrids,
which of course cannot be a regular feature. As a result of
this theft of coal from loaded wagans prior to their weigh-
ment eollieries have to suffer heavy loss on account of under

«<harge apart from the price of coal lost.

It iz also reported by Mesars, East Baraboni Coal Co,
Private Lid, East Baraboni Colliery, that pilferage of coal
from wagons loaded with steam coal in between East Bara-
boni Colliery and Bardboni Station has become almoss A

daily affair. Toposi 1, 2, 3 & 4 pilots pass through the above
place and a lurge number of collieries served by the above
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Pilors have been suffering heavy losses owing to theft of coal
from the loaded wagons.

Further representations were made by the Federation, in
its letrers, No. 508/1670 dated 5 December 1969 and No.
598/2 dated 2 January ig7o, addressed to the Superintendent
of Police, Government Railway Police, Howrah. It was
stated in the contents of the letters that some member-col-
lieries, particularly (1) Pure Samla Colliery, (2) Pansull
Nutandanga Colliery, and (3) Samla Manderboni Colliery,
had reported that between 1 November and 25 November
1960 pilferage of coal from loaded wagons increased to the
extent of 56 metric tonnes from any single wagon resulting
in heavy loss to the collicrics concerned. Coal was being
lifted mainly at points near abour South Samla, Pandaveswar
Station and Ukhra Station besides other places, Panda.
veswar 1 Pilot passed through the above places and a large
number of collieries served by the above pilor had to suffer
heavy losses owing to theft of coal from the loaded wagons.

The Federation emphasized that what was acrually k-
ing place was looting of coal by armed gangs as would be
evident from the incidents which happened on 5 and 23 De-
cember 196g. In the first case, an entire rake of 21 box
wagons and 3 four-wheeler wagons. loaded with steam coal
had 1o stop owing o non-clearance near Bankols crossing
from about 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m, on its way 1o the Ondal Yard
from the Khas Badjna Colliery siding. This was an oppot-
tunity for a large gang, armed with lathis and spears, to life
coal from the wagons, the total booty amounting to over
20 tonnes from two box wagons,

The Railway personnel looked on helplessly and the

guard deputed by the colliery was not even allowed o move
from the wagons.
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In another incident of the same kind, a large amount
of coal was unloaded from a rake of 17 box wagons from.
the same colliery in the Pandaveswar Railway Yard on the
22 December 1960 Bur, fortunately, the colliery recovered
the coal on receipt of timely information. This free-booting
Vs carried on as an organized business for the benefit, jt had.
been reported, of some coal depots near Ukhra and Bhim-
garh stations.

Replying 10 the representatives, the Superintendent of
Police, Government Railway Police. Howrah, has informed
the Federation that 13 persons were arrested from Baraboni
Railway Station and were prosecuted u/s 401} BCLA. Act
0/C Andal G-RPS. has been instructed to keep waich over
the matter. He has furber informed the Federation thag
consignments  Joaded in wagons are regarded as. Railway
property and they are guarded and protected by the Railway
Protection Force. The Security Officer of the Railway Pro-
tection Force has recently been requested to provide escorts
in goods trains as far as possible.

K. M'mm&umw. Cbuﬂmm

A meeting was held with the Chairman, Coal Board on
30 October 1969 to. discuss various matters, such as, the posi-
tiott of collicries linked to the Caal Board's ropeways and
the present positicn regarding the recommendations of the
Ganguli Committee’s reporr. It may be mentioned thar the
Covernment of India, Ministry of Petroleum & Chemicals
(Depariment of Mines & Metals), in frs letters, No, Cg-13(g);
681 dated 20 Seprember and No, Cs-13(0)/68-11 * dned 20
September 1969 revised the seales of assistance for grant of
subsidy hy the Coal Board to collicries specially handicapped
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by adverse factors and also of stowing assistance presumably
on the basis of Ganguli Commirree's repori. The Commirtee
of the Federation suggested the following steps for discussion
ar the above meeting with the Chairman, Coal Board :

1.. Posrmox or Couuemies LivgeD 10
g Coan Boano's Ropeways

During the financial year igbg 70 commencing from |
April 1969 the Board has linked certain additional collieries |
in Raniganj and Jharia coalfields to the Board’s Ropeways
Dump for supply of sand 1o collierics for the purpose of
stowing. These collicries were drawing sand from river bed
during the previous financial year, i, 1968-6g. In such cases,
the Board has given a blanker permit of 15 days grace period
to the collicries for the purpese of adjustment from river bed
sand supplies to Board's Dump. Three main difficulrics
would arise on sccount of the above changeover:—

(i) Collieries which were drawing sand from river bed
during 196865 had stocks bhuilt up from supplics
drawn from river bed upto 31.3.196g. These stocks
should be certified immediately and collieries be per-
mitted 1o utilise these stocks as carly as possible, if
sources of supply of sand in these collieries have been
changed from river bed w Board’s Dump. Large
financial outlay is involved in such stocks and the
same cannot be held on indefinitely, as collieries can-
not finance such stocks when they have already been
assured supply from Board’s Dump.

(ii) In some cases, although the Board has givm sane-
tion for drawing sand from Board’s Dump, on
16
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account of the fact thar allocation from Board's
Dump being given ar a date after more than 15 days
as specified by the Board, the collicries involved in
such cases had no alternative but 1o continue 1o draw
sand {rom river bed, In such cases, when the delay
of allocation has taken place on account of Board’s
Dump noy bicing ready 1o give sand, the sanctions on
such collierics should be amended ar river bed rates
upto the date the Board allocated sand: from Dump.
As such, in such cases General grace period of 15
days would not be fair,

(iii) Whilst linking addirional collieries to the Dump
during the current Financial year, i.e. 1669-70, it has
been found that linkage has been done maore than the
actual capacity of the ropeways with the resule that
the collieries linked o the Dump are not able 1o
get adequate supply of sand from Boards Dump.
This should be examined carefully and if the above
contention is correct collicrics which are drawing sand
from alternate sources; like river hed, etc. should be
given amended. sanciion from starr of the current
finaneial year, ie. 196970,

2, Gaxgury Cossarrree’ Repowr:

It may be recalled that when the sand supplies from
Board’s Dump were first started abour four years ago, the
Board fixed an ad hoc rare of o.50 paise per tonne per kilo.
metre for payment of assistance on account of transportation
charges o the mlli:r_ll;i drawing sand from Boand's Dump.
Ar that time iz was said that rate shonld be revised retros
pectively as soon as final recommendartions of Ganguly Com-
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mittee on revised rates for transportation from Board's Dump
would be accepted by the Government.

It may be pointed our thar the Ganguly Commirtee’s
Report was based on the data available about two years ago
and since then the cost of transportation had considerably
shot up owing to soaring prices of tyres; tubes, lubricant,
petrol, diesel, Inbour wages; etc., the impacy of which en the
cost of production should also be considered by the Coal
Board.

It may be recalled thar an assurance was given by the
then Ministry of Mines and Metals that the Industry would
be given an opportunity 1o discuss and consider the recom-
mendations of the Ganguly Commirtee before they were
accepted by the Government and applied o the Industry.

It may also be pointed out that inordinate delay is being
<aused in obwining payment of assistance from the Coal
Board and the Chairman, Coal Board, should be requested
At the proposed meceting with him for armnging payment for
August and Seprember stowing bills and final March 1969
bills as early as possible, It may also be pointed out that
«laims lor adverse factors for gassiness of mine erc. for the
fquarter ending 31 March 1969 and 30 June 1g6¢ have not yer
been paid. Immediate steps should be taken so thar collieries’
bills upra’ June 1969 for adverse factors may be paid imme-
sdinzely,

A resume of the salient points discussed ar the above
meeting held between the Chairman, Coal Board, and the
representatives of the Industry is given below:
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Paysest oy 18 Coar Boann:

The Industry's representatives appealed for expeditious
payment of dues by the Coal Board. Particular reference was
made to payment of subsidies for gassiness. It was reported
thar the marer had been discussed with the Ministry of
Petroleum & Chemicals and Mines & Merals who had ad-
vised thar reallocation was within the powers of the Board
and that this would meet the immediate problem. It had
been pointed our to the Ministry that reallocation of funds
from one head to another would not meet the problem which
was inadequnte overall allocation of funds 10 meer Coal
Board's ducs. The Chairman, Coal Board, said thit the pos-
sibility of reallocation of funds from the sex ‘coal subsidy
and from the road transport subsidy funds was under consi-
derution. He agreed however that the main problem was the
madequarte overall allocation of funds.

It was also pointed out that the Board received inade-
(quare funds because the Railway Board did not pay 1o the
Board the entire cess collected, and when pressed for pay-
ment they mainmined that records were not available, On
behalf of the Industry it was pointed out that the Railway
Board were able 10 produce records s far back as 1952 when
they wished 10 recover some ducs from the Industry and ir
could not be accepted that the Railway Board could net pro-
duce records.  Furthermore, the coal Board had a record of
despatches and should be able to assess the actual amount
due. The Chairman, Coal Board, agreed that the Boanl
could assess the amount duc and requested an investigation
Into this aspect, so that the matter could be referred again 1o
the Railway Board. He also requested an investigation as
10 the amount at credit of the road transport subsidy fund
and the surrenders o Covernment of unutilised funds made
at the end of the previous years. He pointed our thar sur-
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renders made in previous yedrs should now be able to be
utilised when they were required.

Apvasce Pavviesr:

It was pointed out that the scheme for making So'%
advance payments against dues was not working properly and
hills were in arrears. The object of the subsidy scheme was
10 assist collicries but this was defeated by reason of the six
o nine months delay in making payments. The 80% ad-
vance payment scheme had been introduced when Sardar
Swaran Singh was the Minister bur the collieries were still
out of pocket. The Industry’s representatives appealed o
the Board to do whatever was possible to expedite payments.

News Imenmt ox Coar Prices:

Reference as made 1o the following news item on Coal
Prices which appeared in the Statesmun on the st October,
1969 ¢

“Coal Price wncrease Creates Problems -

The agreement by the Railways 10 a price increase of
Rs. 0.70 per tonne of coal ‘has created a curious situation
in regard to the Government's responsibility in mainmin-
ing the price line, according 10 a spokesiman of the Coal
Board. At a rime when Government is thinking in terms
of a wage and profit frecze 1o curb the upwand trend in
prices, it is contradictory o allow a price increase which
may have considerahle repercussions: on  the industrial
and domestic fuel factors in addition tw inflating the
Railwiy's own coal by about Rs, 113 crores annually,
Such an increase has to be sooner or larer balanced by
raising milway fares and freighr once again, the spokes-
man Ba:,"&
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-

The Railways consume about 16.4 million tonnes of
non-coking coal per year. Once they have agreed to a
price rise, the Collieries will not hesitate to increase
the price of coal for induswrial and domestic users,
the spokesman says.”

The Chairman, Coal Board, said that the matter had
been investigated and there was no record of any Board official
having issued the press report. A denial had been issued bu
the damage had already been done. The Industry’s represen-
tatives particularly requested thar press reports should not
be issued without the authority of a senior official of the
Board.

Revuvp o Exase Dury:

The Chairman, Coal Board, reporred that Rs. 30 lacs had
been refunded by way of excise duty since the previous meet-
ing on the 18th julv |yﬁg As regards payment prior to 1964
however the Railways maintained that they did not have the
records o enable refund being made. On behalf of the In:
dustry it was suggested that excise duty should not be levied
to the cxtent that the dues were outstanding. The Chair
man, Coal Board, stated that this would not be posible as
acrion of this kind would assume that the refunds were due
mnd this had not been established because of the ahsence of
records.  Furthermore, the revenue had 1o be collected even
although it was due. The Board had recommended in 1966
thar cermification by the Railways should be done away with
but no decision had been tiken. Te said thar the marter
would be taken up again with the authorities, He pointed
out thar it was possible for the Coal Board to check the
amount of duty paid from its own records withour certifica-
tion by the Railways.
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Postnon or Corueries Lixgep 10 ™ie Coar Boann
RorEways:

It was pointed out that collieries were experiencing dilfi-
culties because of inconsistent supplies of sand from the Coal
Board dump. The Board's ropeways sometimes did not func-
tion and collieries sand requirements varied from month
months. In such cases the colliery had to obuin sand from
other sources, otherwise it was compelled 0 cut down or
close production. It was recalled thar the procedure to be
adopted on the failure of the ropeways had been the subject
of discussions in the past. Collieries still had ro await the
sanction of the Board before they could obrain sand with the
assurance that the cost thereof would be admitted for subsidy
purposes. This was unsatisfactory because production was
continuous and sand had to be provided continually. It was
suggested that the Chief Mining Engineer, Coal Board,
should visit the collieries affecred to ascertain the particular
practical difficulties being experienced by the collieries affect-
ed. Ir was pointed out that abuses had been discovered, bur
the position would be investignted with a view to preventing
hardship in genuine cases.

On behalf of the Industry it was pointed out that the
Board had given s blanker permission of 15 days grace period
to coilicrics for the purpose of adjusting mupplics from the
river bed to the supplics from the Board’s dump, As how-
ever allocation from the Board's dump was being given at a
date more than 15 days after the date specified by the Board,
collieries had no alternarive but to continve to draw sand from
the river bed. Tt was suggested that in such cases when the
delay in- allocation had taken place because the Board's dump
was not ready to supply sand, the sanction on such collieries
should be allowed at river bed rates upto the dare of Board's
allocation of sand from the dump, In such cases a general
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grace period of 15 days would not be sufficient. The Chicf
Mining Engincer, Coal Board, suggested that it might be
possible o allow grace period of 30 day: and the matrer
would be examined. Collieries having pending applications
for assistance i this regard should advise the Board so rhat
the matter could be investigated.

Ir ‘was also pointed out that the stocks of sand should be
supplied immediately and that collieries should be permitted
to utilize these stocks if sources of supply had been changed
from the river bed to the Board’s dump. I the stocks were
certificd it would be possible for the Board to ensure thas
payments of subsidy were made only in respecr of the sand
permitted to be tken from these stocks. Tt was agreed thot
this marter would be considered by the Board.

On behalf of the Industry it was also submirted thar in
order to mitigate the problems which arose from bregkdowns
of the ropeways, the Coal Board should permit collieries to
vake from alternative specified sources certain fised percentage
of the 1otal sand sanctioned for a full year. The colliery
would then be free to obtain sand whenever a breakdown
occurred provided the specified amount was not exceeded,
except with the special permision of the Board, It was em-
phasized that a continuous supply of sand was essential, The
Clﬁi:{h Mining Engineer expressed the view that 5 blanket
permission of this kind could not be permitted buc the posi
tion would be examined.

STOWING IN UNSANCTIONED AREAS

Gn_hchﬂf of the Coal Board it was stated thar where
no aﬂdlﬂma]_ financial commitment was involyed, SIOwing
in unsanctioned aress was being readily permitted.  Where
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however additional fnancial burden on the Board was in-
volved, permission could nov readily be given. On behalf
of the Board it was pointed out that it should be possible
for collicries o advise the Board a month in advance of the
likelihood of stowing in unsanctioned areas where an adii
tional commirment might be involved. On behalf of the
Industry it was suggested that the Board should permit
collicries to stow in unsanctioned arcas upto a4 certain per-
centage of the total quantity sanctioned. The Board could
satisfy itself later as 1o the genuinencss of the need for
stowing in unsancioned arcas. It was pointed out that
stowing in unsanctioned areas contiguous to the sanctioned
areas was frequently necessary for rechnical reasons. The
Chief Mining Engincer agreed that where the areas so
stowed were just in the vicinity of the sanciioned areas and
where the roml sowing did not exceed the sanctioned
quantitics not involving any additional commimments, subsidy
in such cases will not be held up.

It was also pointed out that eéven where the total
guantity bad not been exceeded, payments had been held
up because stowing had been carried out in an unsanctioned
area, It was agreed that if demils of instances of this kind
were supplicd, each case would be examined on s merits.

The Industey expressed appreciation of the fact that the
Board had issued sanctions in good time this year.

Meetive oF THE Boaun:

It was sugpested that consideration might be given o
calling. more than 12 meetings of the Coal Board in a year.
It was pointed our thar the permission of the Board was
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very frequently required and monthly meerings meant that

i of cases was held up. It was agreed that consi-
deration could be given to holding meetings of the Board
ar intervals of three weeks. It was pointed our that consi-
deration was heing given to strengthening the Board.

Gancuny Covsuriee:  Inapeguate Rates or ASSISTANCE

It was pointed out that the recommendations of the
Ganguli Committee were baséd on cost figures calculated in
1966.  On this basis, the Ganguli Committee had admitted
that collicries were losing Rs. 2.82 per tonne on stowing. The
Tariff Commission and the Coal Prices Revision Commmittee
all agreed that collieries should be assisted but the rates
applied with effect from the 1st Janmary 1g70 were totally
unrealistic as they were based on figures for cost which were
completely out of date. Since then the Wage Board recom-
mendations had added very considerably to costs and cost of
equipment and stores had also tisen. In some cases there
had even been a reduction in the rates of assistance on the
ground that the system was being rationalised. The Chair-
man, Coal Board, said that the Industry would have (o0
press. this point with the Ministry pointing our thar a
review was necessary.

Puntication oF mue Gancuw Cosmrrree  Reronr;

It was recalled that ar the end of June 196G there had
been @ meeting when the then Joint Secretary . the
Ministry of Petroleum & Chemicals and Mines & Merals had
given an asurance that the Canguli  Committee Report
would be circulated for comments 1o jrs implementation.
This however had not been done.
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Saxp Rovavry:

The Industry expressed appreciation of the fact that
royalty on sand would now be reimbursed in full.

SUBSIDY FOR UNDERGROUND PIPELINE:

Sri V. K. Poddar mentioned that several collieries’ pay-
ments were being delayed where there was an underground
pipeline for the supply of sand. It was agreed that the matter
would be investigated.

SuBCEILINGS :

Sri B. Lall referred o the new rares of assistance which
had been circulated. These had presumably been based on
the recommendations of the Ganguli Committee, It was
however not clear from the covering letter whether the sub-
ceilings bhad been done away with. On behalf of the Board
it was stmed thar this matter would be examined imme-
diately with a view to clarifying the position.

PrespNox oF Mive Manacess oram IsseecTions:

On behalf of the Industry ir was stared thar collieries
hid been advised that the Manager of the mine had to be
present when measurements by th Boards Inspecting Officer
was being carried our where there had been a duqmtc
betwéen the surveyor and the management as 1o the quantity
of sand stowed. The relevant instruction of the Coal Boand
contained in letter No. oo/ Mise/6g-70 dated 23 September
196¢ s reproduced for reference:
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“I am directed to state that in a number of cases where
the colliery suryeyor had been in  disagreemenmt  with the
‘Coal Board sunveyor relating to measurcments, the said
Aacts had been brought to the notice of the Board at such a
late stage that no action for verifying the correct position
was possible. To avoid recurrence of such a  muation the
procedure as laid down below may be followed :

(1) Wherever a disagreement would occur between the
Board’s Surveyor and the Collicry Surveyor the said
fact shall be recorded in both the field books of the
Coal Board and rhe colliery and shall be jointly
signed.

(i) The Manager of the colliery shall immediately in-
form the Inspecting Officer of the mine, if necessary
hy making a tip to the office of the Inspecting
Officer, s0 as to ensure that the Inspectitg Officer
tan visit the mine within the course of the following
48 hours,

{ili) The place of dispured measurement shall not be

disturbed until the place is visited by the Inspecring
Oificer.

(iv) The Inspecring Officer and the colliery Manager
shall again jointly messure the aren in order
arrive at agreed measurement figures and if an agree-
ment is reached the two field books should be signed
jointly by the Board's Officer and the Manager of

the mine,

{Ifr} In case the Manager of the colliery and the Inspect-
ing Officer do not come 10 an’ agreement the matrer
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shall be forthwith brought to the notice of the De-
puty Chief Mining Engincer, Coal Board, Asansol,
who shall immedintely thereafter visit the mine and
the Coal Company's officers superior to the Manager
shall accompany the Députy Chief Mining Engineer
for joint measurement.

{(vi) In case rthe site of measurement be disturbed by
carrying our additional stowing otherwise, before the
mine is visited hy the Inspecting Officer or Deputy
Chiel Mining Engincer of the Board as the case may
be, the Board will be constrained to accept the
measurement taken by the Board's Surveyor as fmal
and no cognisance of the disagreement can there-
after be taken.”

It was pointed out thar the Manager of the mine had
very serivus responsibilities and could not leave his duties art
short notice. It was well-known' that there could frequently
be difference of opinion between technically qualified per-
sons on these technical matters and it should be sofficient
for the Under Manager responsible for the particular matter
to assist the Inspecting Officer at the time of mking measure
ments, [t was pointed our that there were not only Coal
Board Inspecting Officers, bur also inspecting officers of the
Mines Directorate, the Labour enforcement department, the
Boiler  Inspecting department, the Provident Fund Inspec-
torate, and of the Police and it was not possible for the
Manager of the mine to be in attendance when all these
inspecting officers were present.

It was also pointed out thar it should not be necessary
for the Manager to make a trip to the office of the Impcmng
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Officers and thar iv should be sufficient if the Inspecting
Officers were advised by telephone or by a special Jester, The
Chief Mining Engincer, Conl Board, agreed that this would
be sufficient

Beference was also made 1 rthe instruction thar the
working place should be kept undisturbed pending the visit
of the Inspecting Officer who would visit the mine within
45 hours. It was pointed our that stowing was a continuous
process which could nor be held up for measurement pur-
poses, There had been cascs where the Board's Inspecting
Officer had c:pm-u'cd inability to take measurcments because
additional quantities of sand had been stowed. The Chicf
Mining Engmmr agreed that it was not decessary to stop
the entire stowing operation and that this could be continued
pmm!td it did not violently disturb the ares, thereby affect-
ing the possibility of wking agreed measurements

It was stared that the Board’s inspecting officers had
reported adversely about their treatment by cullicry MAnagera.
This was a marter where prestige of both parties had to be
kept in balance. Tt was agreed thar as far as possible bad
feclings of this kind between the Inspectorate and the mine
managements should bhe avoided but neverthelese it was
simply not always possible for the colliery manager to comply
with the request of an inspecting officer that he should be
present personally to discuss marters,

The Industry's: representatives thanked the Chairman,
Coal Board, for the opportunity to discuss these issues with
him.
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L. Law axp Oroer stroamox iy THE Ramican) Coarvietp

Lawlessness, often enough erupting in violence, assumed
such alarming proportions, particularly in the West Bengal
coalfield, as to seriously hamper production in a large num-
ber of collicries, It is an admited facr that interamion
rivalry, stemming from the conflicting aims and interests of
political parties, rather than aurbentic industrial disputes, is
primarily responsible for this smte of affairs which seems
to have become chronic in the West Bengal coalfield.. In
most of the affected collieries managers and supervisory staff
have been living under a regular reign of terror. As stared
by 4 trads union leader, “law and order has completely
broken down in the coalfields. Asansol has become worse
than the Chambal Valley.”

Unless checked with a soong hand, continuing indis
cipline among workers inevitably results in accidents in
mines. It is therefore high time that effective and strong
measurcs were faken to end this inolerable and  highly
explosive state of affairs.

The following statement compiled by the Federation
regarding. the particulars of incident of laslessness will go
to show the extent of deterioration in the law and order
situation in the Raniganj Coulfield during the year 1969,

t. Colliery: Ciarur Kmas Coruny

of M/s. Sahu Minerals & Properties. Ltd.
Area:  Raniganj-Asansol in Burdwan.
No. of employees: 1100
Production: Average 13,000 tonnes per month,
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Particulars of incidents

836g: RCC Signboard of the Colliery at the bifurcation
of the main road leading to the colliery through
Chapui village was smashed o picces by the vil-
lage inhabitants. Police were informed, bur no
action was taken by them.

20.36g: The Chicl Executive of the Company was illegally
detained and confined for abour balf-an-hour and
was eriminally intmidated. Police was informed,
bt i wain.

13669: The Labour Welfare Officer and the Assistant
Engincer of the Colliry while returning from

Azmnl  ar night were stoned by the Chapui
vi]lag'um

16.669: The Colliery Superintendent while passing through
Chapui village i hiz jeep ar about 830 PM, was
stopped and kepr confined and manhandled by
abour 150 Chapui villagers for an hour. Dust was
thrown over him and indecent abuses were hurled
at him. Thereafter when he was allowed 10 go his
jeep was stoned from behind,  Complaint was
lodged with the Raniganj Police Station and the
District Authorities also approached.

18.669: At about 2-30 PM. while two warchmen of the
Collicry were passing through Chapui village, they
were assaulted and locked up in 4 room by the
Chapi villagers. A wrist watch was snatched away.
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They were forced 1o sign a statement before their
release. A village mob armed with lethal weapons
also assaulted the warchman ar the Colliery gate
and stones were thrown at the residential quarters
of the colliery. The mob also shot poisonous
armows at the colliery residential quarters.

A taxi carrying a family from the colliery to
Asansol was detained unlawfully in Chapui village
for sometime ar about 1030 AM.

Unton Ravaiwazs:

7

The Colliery Mazdoor Congress (SSP) has been
enjoying the support of the colliery workmen and
18 recognized by the managent. The CP.L(M) has
been trying to establish its union by means of inti-
midation and violence and frequent clashes have
been: occurring between rival groups of workers.
At the instigation of the C.P.L(M) Chapui villagers
have tumed violenr, demanding employment for
every unemployed person in the village, free streer
lighting and free water supply in the village. As x
result, the colliery personnel have become panicky,
and the collicry working has been completely disor-
ganized causing scvere loss of production to the
collicry.

2. Nac's Kajora Jamesp Corriery

of M/ East Baraboni Coal Co. (P) Lad.
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A Mining Sirdar was assaulted underground and
the workers resorted 1o an illegal strike from 21.2.69
10 27,2.69.

10.369: A hitch wok place between the permanent wagon

154.60:

58569;

loaders and some oursiders and the loading clerk of
colliery was ‘wrongly implicated in the incident.
The Colliery Manager was gheraoed from 4 PM. to
12 P.M.

A section of workers went on illegal strike wp 10

16.4.66,

The Manager and the Asstt. Manager of the Col-
liery were put 1o worngful confinement from 930
AM. 1ill 6 PM. A wagon loader was murdered by
a fellow worker.

¢ The Manager and the Assit. Manager were gheraoed

and confined from 3§ PM 0 10 PM.

¢ The Manager and the colliery wae ghemoed at

915 A.M. near the pit top and assauhed by a group
of workmen causing serious injuries all over his
body.

3 East Bamsnosy Corvseny

¢ Labourers gheraoed the Finance Mansger, Manager

and the Personnel Officer of the Colliery from 8

"ADM. w1230 PM.
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6.569: The Personnel Officet was ghermoed in the sun at
12 noon for abour an hour.

4:10.69: The Finance Manager of the colliery was gheraoed
from 7 wm. to 8 pan. by the workmen on the issue
of bonus for the year 1968, The gherao was lifted

at the intervention of the RLC and the Asst. Labour
Commissioner (C), Asansol,

Uswoy Rivaukies: Atrempts are being made 1o oust the re-
cognised Union and for the establishment of a new
Union and troubles are being created frequently.

Loss or Propucrion: Production which was 11,050 tonnes in
March 1969 has come down to 9,669 tonmnes in June,
1969.

4 Jarvria Savis Asarcasiatep Corutemies Lo,
Pandaveswar (Burdwan).

27.968: Mr. B. S, Gupta, Chicf Administrative Officer was
gheraoed and assaulted.

23669: Mr. M. B. Limaye, Manager, Jaipuria Kajora Col-
liery was gheraoed by workers of West Bengal
Khani Mazdoor Sangha. The gherao.was lifted at
abour 1130 AM -
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5. Rampsanyur Cosn Co. Pvr. Lo,
Sirarampur (Burdwan).

Frequent demonstrations by the workers.

19.569: The entite stafl was gheraoed from § AM. 1o 630
PM

21.6:69: The Manager was assaulted once at B30 A.M. and
again at 530 PM. on the same day. Police were in-
formed.

Resuvrr: Loss of production,

6. Sir Asmimiacar. SeiEcteEn’ CorLtemy

Arca—Under Ramiganj Police Station.
Employees—igo0
Average Monthly Production: 27,000 tonnes.

Recogmized Union: Colliery Mazdoor Congress (Inde-
pendent).

Bur since the beginning of 1965, Colliery Mazdoor
Sabha (CPI(M)) has established a rival union,

Interunion rmivalry: With establishment of abave
C.PL(M) Union trouble started and the lives of Sri
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Sriram Goenka, owner, Sri Nandalal Keshan, Agent,
Sri Rapadhir Biswas, Manager, and Sri Rampratap
Singh, Hostel Superintendent of the colliery were
threatened. On several occasions sworkers refused o
obey the lawful orders of the MAnAECImEnt.

An attempt was made on the life of the manager
while underground.

Workers of the CP.L(M) Union openly threatened
severe assaulr on the manager and even attempr on
his life besides: putring fire 1o his car whenever pos-
sible.

Manager and the Agenr were gheraoed at East
Nimcha Colliery for 11 hrs. up to 10 P.M. and were
abused and intimidared.

False dacoiry case started by Raniganj Police on
false diary by a worker.

Deputy Manager and Safety Officer were gheraoed
for about eight hours in the scorching sun without
any drinking water or bathroom facility,

A clash took place between followers of the CPI(M)-
led union and CRO camp labour when one was
killed and 61 were injured. The condition of three
inciuding the CRO camp commandant is said to be
precarious, Thirry people have so far been arrested,
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Mr. Phani Roy, Secretary of the Asansol unit of the
Bangla Congress, senr & telegram to the Chief
Minister drawing his attention to the deterioration
in the law and order situation in the Asansol-Rani-
ganj coal helt stating that a few hundred workers of
East Nimcha Collicry had béen squatting outsids
the A.DM’s residence demanding police protection
froum arracks by the group of CPI(M) workers.

Srruamion : Highly explosive. The owner, -agent and mans-

ger of the mine have left the mine for reasons of
personnel safety. Other technical and SUpErvisory
staff expressed a desire to leave the mine.

7. Nowm Broox CoLtiemy:
Jaykaynagar (Burdwan)

10669: The agent, manager and the Deputy Chief Person-

nel Officer of the colliery were pheraved from 4-30
PM. dll ro30 PM. and were subjected to all sorts
of abuse, insults and intimidation. Water was
denied 1o them and attempts were made o dis-
connect the clectric supply.

¢ Management feels i is impossible to run the mine,

. Patvoxa & Bramarcrax Cowutesies (P) Ly,
Sitarampur (Burdwan)

Owing interamion rivalry 4 state bonding on abso-
lure chaos; prevails,
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Last Weex or May 19691 Mr. |. D. Thacker, Supervisor, was

8.6.69:

20.6.60

gheraoed ‘outside colliery precinets and was made to
stand in the scorching sun for about seven hours,

A CPI worker was assaulted by CPM  supporters
from neighbouring villages,

CPI led workers observed a day’s token strike against
goondaism by CPIM supporters,

¢ Predawn attack on miners slr.'cpi.ng in their quarters

by 100 men with bombs; spears and fire arms where-
n 7 persons were injured, = seriously. No arrest
was made,

9. Burra Duemo Corvizry

The local agent Sri T, M. Thacker was ghernoed
Trom 1130 AM. till 9 PM. and was denied drink-
ing water. Doors and windows of the room were
closed and clectriciry was cur off and he was forced
to stand in the room for abour 4 hours. Hie life
was threatened. He was forced 1o sign an agree-
ment dictated by the workers

10v Apja I Covvery

1.469: The manager and the deputy superintendent were

gheraoed ar 8 AM. and made to stand the sun il
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3 PM. In spite of a search warrant being issued
by the S.0.0., the Police did not nescue the officers.

Manager and Welfare Officer were gheraoed by 50
workers and outsiders carrying bombs, bhallas, bows
and arrows erc under CPI(M) leadership. They lit
ovens outside the office and put chillies and salphur

into them. This is the 3rd Gherao (15t April, 14th
May].

11, Saxcromia CorLLiExy

The manager and the Welfare Officer were ghe-
raoed for 12-15 P.M. o 5 PM.

A large number of boys from neighbouring villages
came 1o the gate of Superintendent’s (Personnel)
office demanding employment ctc. 'This evening
they came to his bungalow, demanding employ-
ment, water, land, etc

12, Duevo Mars Cortery
Five workmen went on 4 hunger strike.

When the Colliery Manager and the Asstr. Manager
appenred before the Session Judge on a false charge
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of murder they were gheraoed in the Court by
about 6o colliery workers till late in that night.

13 East Dasaconts CotLiery

The Manager and the Chief Personnel Officer of the
colliery were assaulted and were kept in wrongful
confinement for 6 hours

t4. Equrmsce Coar Co,

Labour Officer and the Group Accountant were
gheraoed ar Jamuria AB. Pit for 27 hours.

15. Pure Samia CoruEry

The Agent and the Manager were gheraoed from
8§ AM to 3 PM

16, Tie New Dasucoma Coar Co. (P) Lo
Salanpur (Burdwan).

The Manager of the Colliery was gheraoed and
denied drinking water,  Electric connection was cut
off.

17 Goesga Kajoria Corutery

Ram Piyare Singh, s watchman of the Company,
was attacked by a large number of people in the col-
licry. premises and killed,
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18, Masoiansaiir Cotireny,

Owing to the gross indiscipline and misbehaviour
and disobedience un the part of rthe workers and
sabotage by the workmen the colliery was closed
throwing about 400 workers out of employment,

19. East Nivcua Corniery

The Manager and the Agent of the colliery were
gheraoed for about 13 hours,

About 100 workers, allegedly dismissed from service
at the behest of CPIM) staged a ‘dharna’ for 30,
hours before the owners” hungalow.

20. Smrevr Groty o Corttenmes

308.69:

Five Officers were kept under confinement for seven:
hours.

3960: A clash between workers of two parties took place

131060

and  six persons were injured—iwo of them
seriously,

One person was killed and another injured when:
supporters of the CPI{M) and the SSP clashed with:
hombs and lathis,

14.10.69: Another person died and the total casualty mounted

to two. Bombs were freely used along with daggars,
spears and lathis during the clash on Monday, 13
October 196g. Two houses were burnt down. The



( 267 )

injured persona involved in Monday's incidents did
not go to hospital to avoid arest. Another clash rook
place at Sreepur and Digha colliery areas during the
day. About 4 persons were stated to be injured in
that clash. Curfew was clamped on the area on the
day.

151060 Tension continued in the Miga, Rana and Sripur
Colliery areas for the third day, and a clash ok
place when one person was said 1o have been spear-
ed. Orders ufs 144 were promulgated and curfew
reimposed from evening. 20 hurments in the area
were burnt to ashes. Several houses were ransacked
and bombs used. The management had to declare
the closure of their three collieries., Rana, Sripur and
Nigha, employing riooo workers owing to the in-
creasing  lawlessness in their collieries since Octo-

ber 13.

16.10.69 : Curfew was reimposed for the fourth consecutive day
at a.m. in the Sripur Colliery arca with a break for
an hour in the afternoon. Sripur group of four col-
lierles were closed down rendering abour | 5000 peo-
ple jobless.

17.10.69: The disturbances caused a large-scale exodus of the
families of workers, Over 100 houses were burnt
down snd nearly a thousand workers rendered des-
ture.

19.10.65 Following a fresh clish in which one person was
injured a 17 hourcurfew was reimposed.
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32.10.69: A reign of terror was ler loose hy CPI(M) workers
in five collieries ie. Sripur, Rana, Nimcha, East
Nimcha and Niga, in a desparate effort to gain
control over the workers unions. Mr. Sushil Dhara,
Commerce and Industry Minister, West Bengal, on
his return  after visiting the affecred arcas, told
newsmen it 4 conference that during his tour he had
gathered that the CPI{M) workers had indulged in
large-scale loor, arson, snd murderous assaults on
collicry workers. Three persons had been killed
and 8o injured. One hundred houses had been burnt
down and 250 houses looted. According w Mr.
Dhara during the curfew hours about zo00 CPI(M)
workers, wearing party badges and waiving party
flags, attacked the Sripur workers' colony with dead-
ly weapons. The police did not take any action.

31 BRamxa Coriieny

146,69: The Welfare Officer was gheraoed for 2 hours and
rescued on the swength of a search warrant.

Scptr, 69: One person succumbed to injuries sustained in a
clash.

22 Momwa CoLrieries

4869: Clash berween supporters of CPIM) and SSP rook
- place in whick one person was killed. 15 persons
were arrested and sec, 144 was promulgated.

Septri69: 87 collicry workers were injured, 15 of them seri-
ously, following 4 clash between supporters of diffes-
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ent parties. The Manager's office was artacked and
damaged. Ramdaval Malla, stated to bea CPI sup-
porter, one af the injured workers of the colliery,
died in Bospital.

23. Parssea Corcieny
11 persons were hurt in a clash between workers of

8SP and| CPI(M) recently here. One person stated
10 be supporter of CPI(M) was killed. 4 SSP leaders

“including Sfi Ramanand Tewari, ex-Police Minister

of Bihar and Prof S. Aich, Chairman of W. Btngul
85P, were arrested for holding a public meeting in

Parasea Colliery defying sec. 144 They were re-
leased later on.

Four CPI(M) supporters were injured by bombs.

Police fired to disperse a mob afrer a policemen
was scriously assmilted. Two injured. None was
arrested.

24 Kuas Duasmasaxon CovLtieny

One man was killed and three others seriously
injured when a mob from a nearby village raided
workers' tenements at Khag Dharmabandh Coli-
liery, in which there has been intense rivalry
between the old union and the newly formed union
led by Mr. A. K. Roy, MLA CPI(M), for some
time past. In course of the raid somebody fired
a4 gun as a result of which one man was klﬂed
nstantaneously and three received injurics, In a
similar clash some time back another man was
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killed in the same colliery. No arrcsts have been
mude so far in connexion with August 2 clashes

25 Bacoisr Kujasa Cotiteny

248.69: Pulice arrested 42 persons belonging 10 Krantikari
Royla Mazdoor Sangh on 24 August in connexion
with the recent disturbances ar Bagdigi Kojama
Colliery when a constable was injured as a result
of bamh explosion. Sri Madanjit Singh, S.F.,
Dhaabad has tken a serious view of this incident,
Sri 5. K. Rai, leader of the KKMS, who happens
to be an MLA of BKD condemned these mass
arrests hy - police.

26. Easy Caorap Coppesy

486g: Mr. Rammitan Kahar, a CPI{M) worker of
Haripur. Colliery was  killed outside the East
Chorah Colliery near Raniganj, following a clash
between: two groups of workers alleged to be the
suppurters of the CPI(M) and the SSP. Police
arrested 15 persons including the manager and the
Labour Officer of the colliery and a prominent SSp
leader of this aren, Mr, Basishtamuni Tewari. The
CPI(M) leaders alleged that the clash was a seruel
to the efforts of the colliery owners to break the
tmde union movements in the collievies,

27. Manttusayon Corsirry

‘189:69: Ramdeo Singh, reporred 10 be a local CPIM)
worker, was killed and three other party workers
were injured. :
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The Manager and four other officers were arrested
in connexion with the above incdent,

Abour 1000 supporters of CPI{M) raided the office
of the colliery in' the night and smashed window
panics, fumiture and ransacked it defying the
Magistrate and  armed policemen  posted there,

Colliery operation suspended,

28. Pure Smraveow Corvmny

229.6¢: Following a clash between two groups of workers

0.10.69:

22.10.60:

three were seriowsly injured and admitted o hos-
pital. Scveral houses were looted. Two persons
have been arrested.

29. East Guanmooony Cortizry

A moh of nearly 200 pemvons made an unprovoked
artack on workers' renements at the above Colli
when a colliery worker was brutally killed on the
spot and another died in hospital and six others
were injured, two seriously. [t is reported that the
raid was made by hired goondas of the INTUC
which was dislodged’ from the colliery by Kranti-
kari Koyla Mazdoor Sangh.

30. Nwua Cortzny

Alleged nssault by CPI(M) supporters on an SSP
supporter who was reporting for duty afrer re-

opening of the colliery,
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3

Agent of a Colliery in Kulti was rescued by Police.
after g hours' gherao,

32, Camaxkvia ContiEry

About 4o young men of Chinakuri village de-
manded employment and stopped all vehicular
traffic ‘on Chinokuri Road. including cars carrying
personnel 1o the colliery. They dispersed at the
intervention of Mr. Madhu Banerjee, Labour
leader.

33. Gunaxt CottEry

50 young men from Kankhoya village, led by Gana
Committee leaders, demanded employment for the

unemployed and a school in: the village 10 be pro-
vided by the Company.

200 villagers with red flags, with bombs, arrows
and stones, atmcked a meering of the recognized
colliery Mazdoor Congress Union inside the com-
pound. 20 persons were injured.

34 Loona Covurgmies Co. Lam.

Mr. D. R Chopra, CME, ‘and Some officcrs. were
gheraoed by 250 workers.
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35 Seamsorr Cortiery

May, 1969: Collicry Officer, Mr. [ha was gheraoed by soo

CPl workers for 49 hours.

36. Baxrsmurs Coitiery

29.969: Abour 25 persons Jooted the doctor’s quarters.

Phatoug:

151000

23.11.60:

18

Used bombs and other weapons. No arrest was
mace.

37. Bisweswan Tuvxper Covveny

A clash ok place berween supporters of SSP and
Congress in which four coal miners were injured.

38. Cuora Coruery

The Manager was gheraoed for about 5 hours and
rescued by police on the strength of a search
Warrant. '

30. Gmuimext Cotvtery

About 600 people, armed with bombs and spears
atticked the workers' dhowrahs, It is alleged that
the attackers were followers of the CPI(M) and
they came from neighbouring collieries. Nine
houses were looted and two burnt down. Police
used teargas and fired: one round. One person~
Dhaneswar Mahato—was killed and 26 others were
injured, seven of whom were sent 1 hospital. An
inspector -of police and two constables were also
injured.
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40.. East Crora CoLuEry

24.11.69: A worker, alleged to be a suppotier of SSP, was

a5.11.60:

25.01.69:

6.12.60:

21.12.69:

speared 1o death during an inter-party clash. The
body of the worker, Sri Ram Prasad Ahir, was
later recovered from a bush nearby,

41. Urrer  Dnowran Cortuiery

A violent mob atacked Upper Dhowrah where
about 500 workers live and bombe and guns were
used by the raidess and the hutments and paddy
stacks had been put on fire.

Lower Duownan Colviery

A violent mob attacked and huts were burnt and
houses were hombed.

42. Nacs Kajora Jamaap Cottieny

The Financial Manager was gheraoed for about 12
hours by: the workers of the colliery and was res
cued by the Police at about g0 PM.

43 Jome Jasaxr Kuas Corumny

Colliery reportedly remains completely stopped

since 211269 beaanse, CPIM) followers from out-

side have cut ditches on the quarry roads to pre-
vent movement of coal by road which s the oaly
means of despatch of coal from the colliery, with
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A view rto establish their union by ousting the
Forward Block controlled Iabour union in the col-

liery recognised since a long rime,
44 Savma Covriery
The manager of the colliery was gheraoed by

CPIM) followers and released ar 830 PM. by ‘the
leaders,

45+ Nac's Kyjora Jamsan Covviery (See SL 42 also)

i8.12.69. The Manager was gheraoed in the open for nine

Il.t.?ﬂ:

11308

hours and released on the strength of a search
warrant. In the face of the continued intimidation
by rowdy clements the loyal workers are not in a
position o take the responsibility of running the
mine and consequently  the normal work in the
colliery had 1o be suspended from the first shifc
e, 8 aum, of the 18th December 1969,

406, Pamvonasa CoLuery

A group of abour 3o people attacked the miners'
colony and bumst bombs, The police were not
arresting the alleged raiders or starting any investi-
garnion.

47. Bastacorra Coruery
Clash occurred between 1wo groups of people and

lathis and spears were used.  Bight persons  were
injured. :
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48. Gmnvixr Corrieay

12.170: Bombs exploded and about three stalls were ser on
fire. A police picket has been guarding the mine
#ince long,

49. Bexavee CovLueny

12.1.50: Calliery closed down in view of the consistent and
sustained illegal activities of the workmen affecting
the morale of the supervisory seaff and goslow
tactics adopted by the workmen, Sec 144 was pro-
mulgated on 3.1.70.

5o, Rasesacone Corytery

1o.t.j01 The Labour Welfare Officer was beaten with lathis
while he was returning home. He was beaten till
he lost his senses. Two persons were arrested in
this connecrion.

st. Nomm Jowman Cotiteny

January 1g970: The proprictor and his son were made 1o
sund in the field from 7 PM. w0 5 AM. by the
workers of the colliery demanding reinstatement ot
a 'retrenched  worker and the introduction of a
profic sharing bonus.

52. Vicrony Covrtiery

January sg70: Workers of the colliery under the leadership
of CPI(M) gheraoed the agent of the establishment
for more than 12 hours at night when the electric

fans were kept open av full speed.
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53, Nmoa Conusry

30 January 1g70: The manager of the collicry was gheraoed
by the workers belonging to the CPI(M}controlled
Colliery Mazdoor Sahba demanding full imple-
mentation of the Wage Board recommendations.

54 Amoora Colttery

30 January 1970: The manager of the colliery was gheraoed
by the workers belonging 1o the CPI(M)-controlled
Colliery Mazdoor Sabha demanding full imple

mentation of the Wage Board recommendations.

55 Jaseap Kajora Conutery

1 February 1g70: The Manager of the colliery was gheraoed
by the workers who was rescued by the Police.

b, Goexka Kajoma Covuenry

3 February 1g70: Two volunteers of the Ukhra Zone Workers
Union began a hunger sirike demanding reinstate-
ment of 17 workers retrenched by the management.

57, Kuasgexoa Corliery

7-470:  The acting manager and four other officials of the
colliery were under gherao since morning by «
group of CPI(M)-led workers will publishing of the
report in the Amrira Bazar Patrika dared g.2.70.
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58, Parmomaxs CovLriery

102.30: Four people were killed and seven others injured in
a ficree fight between two groups of workers of the
colliery belonging to CPI and CPI(M), whercin guns
were Used. A constuble of the Police picket there
received a gunshot injury, Seven people were
arrested and orders- under Section 144 CrP.C. were
promulgated.

M. Symrosivm ox THE Coar Mivive Ispustry/196g-50.

In order to undertake a comprehensive study of the
various aspects of the Coal Mining Industry through a num-
ber of symposia at different centwres of the coalfields, a Coal
Symposium: Commirtee/ 19670 organized by the Mining,
Geological and Metallurgical Institure of India, Joint Work-
ing Committee of the Indian Mining Association, Indian
Mining Federation. Indian Colliery Owners' Association and
M. P. & Vidarbha Mining Association, was constituted as
follows : —

Shri R. G. Deo, Chairman  Director General of Mines
Safety, Dhanbad.

Shri R. Lall, Vice.-Chair-
man  Indian Mining Associntion.
Shri 8. L. Chakravorty, Mining Adviser, Gove. of
Honorary Sccretary, West Bengal
Shri AL K. Mustafy,
Hony. Finance Secre-

tary Macniell & Barry Lad,
Shri M. Das,
Hony. Treasurer, Secretary, Indian Mining
- Federation.

Shri P. K. Guha Ray,
Assistune  Secretary Joint Working Committes.
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Members:

Shri I C. Driver

Shri R, Maulik
Shri V. K, Poddar

Shri B. L. Agarwalla
Shri J. N, Daga

Shri K. 8. R. Chari
Shri C. Balram

Shri R. N. Sharma
Shri G. S. Marwaha
Shri S. Bagchi

Shri B. R. Marwaha

Shri P. K. Ghosh

Shri D. N. Sett

Shri A. K. Mitra

President, Coal Consumers”
Association of Indis.

Jardine Henderson Laid.

Chairman, Indian Mining
Federation,

President, Indian Colliery
Owners' Association.
President, M. P, & Vidarbha
Mining Associarion.

Coal Mining Adviser,
Government of India.
Director, Narional Coal Dev.
Corporation Lrd.

Tata Iron & Sreel Co, Ltd.
Director of Mines Safery,
Governmenr of India.

Dy. Director, Central Fuel
Rezearch Institute, Dhanbad.

Superintendent (Planning),
Bengal Coal Co, Ltd,

Fony. Secretary, Mining,
Gealogical & Memllurgical
Institure of India.

Heny, Treasurer. Mining,
Geological & Metallurgi-
cal Inst. of India.

Chief Mining Engineer,
Coal Board.
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It was felr thar for the last few years the Coal Industry
in the country had been passing through a critical stage.
The demand did not come up to the expectation, produc-
tion had pracucally stagnated with mounting pithead stocks,
meressing labour wages and considerable unutilized  eapa-
city. Heavy indebtedness has destroyed the ability of the
ndustry for absorbing an increase in the cost of production.
With such a situation of smgnant demand and increased
icost of all fronts, mechanization, the only logical solution
tw high costs and the only means to survival in this com-
petitive marker, is difficult 10 think of Decontrol from rigid
conirol and sheltered market had thrown the industry into
a state of nervous uncertainty. Against this background 2
decision was taken to make a thorough study of all aspects
of the industry with a definite aim in view, The problems
of the coal industry are varied, complicated and ar times
baflling, Some of them are our own creation and some are
inherent and unavoidable. This is why it was dedided o
bring rogether on a common plitform all knowledpeahle
persons, organizations and Government departments who
have something w do with coal so that rthrough discussion
2 consensus might be worked out ro lift rthe industry out of
the morass of stagnation. The objective of the Symposium
is W gamner the collecive wisdom of enmeprencurs, engi-
neers, technologists, adminisirators and planners.

Suhcqumtly, the Coal Bouard, the Insiitution of Engi-
meers (India) and the National Coal Development Corpora-
tion Led., were also enlisted as: cosponsors of Coal Sym-
posium.  The first Symposium was leld on 23 August 169
in the Birla Industrial and Technologial Miscum  Audi-
torium and insuguarmated by Sti [agannath Rao, Minister of
State for Mines & Metals, Ministry of Petroleum & Cheni-
cals and Mines & Metals, Government of India. The main
subject was "Future Prospects & Perspective” and  four
papers were presented under this heading, on:
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(1) Future Demand of Ceal in India—Projecrion upto
1680, (1) Place of Coal in Energy Development, (3) Utilizs-
on Pawern—Trends in the Pattern of Coal wsages in India
—Present & TFuture and  (4) Transporr amd Rationalized
Movement of Coal. Shri V. K. Poddar, Chairman, repre-
senting the Joint Working Committee, presented a paper on
Mine at the above Symposium.

The inaugural session of the Symposium was held under
the Presidentship of Shri Sushil Kumar Dhara, Minister of
Commerce and Industry, Governmen: of West Bengal, in
Calcutta in the meeting hall of the Indian Chamber of
Commerce & Indursry. The session was inaugurated by
Shri Ajoy Kumar Mukherjee, Chief Minister of West
Bengal. At the above session three illuminating papers were
presented by (1) Shn K. K. Ray, Chairman, Coal Board and
Coal Controller on "Coking Coal for Metallurgical Con-
sumers’, (2) Shri Bhaskar Miner, Chairman, Andrew Yule
& Co Lul., on ‘Problems of Coal Mining Industry’' and
{(3) Dr. A. Lahiri. Dirccror, Central Fucl Rescarch Institure
on ‘Role of Coal in Energy Pattern of India’, The Syposium
has been tenmatively divided into six sessions: (r) Future
Prospects & Perspective, (2) Problems of Production & Deve-
lopment, (3) Problems of Coking Coal, (4) Human Aspect.
(5) Problems of Marketing & Urilization of Non-<coking

‘Coal and finally (6) Finance.

When all the seassions are over and discussions recorded

an Editorial Commirttee would draw up a teport and make

provisional recommendations. The report of the Editorial

Commirtee would be subjected to scrutiny ar the debare ar

the concluding session before publication of the proceedings.

The Second Symposium on the Coal Mining Industry
was held on 21 and 23 November 1969 at Dishergarh Club,

Shri R. H. Mody, Resident Director of M/s Tam Iron &
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Steel Co, Ltd, who was the Chief Guest, inaugurated the
session.  About 300 delegares from all  parts of Indin
atended the twoday session of the Symposium, The main
siubject discussed was the Problems of Production and Deve-
lopment of Coal Mining Indusury. Altogether wwentyone
papers were read and discussed  at the above Symposiom.
These subjects covered Costs, Mechanization, Machinery and
Spares, Land and Land Subsoil and Surface, Management
Aspect, Controls—smrutory  or otherwise, output per man-
shift, Production Target and Role of Research. Sri H. N.
Mookherjee, Vice-Chairman, representing the [[W.C, pre-
sented a paper on “Cost Study in Coal Mining Industry™,
Sri N. B. Lall Singha, Ex-Chairman and a Committee Mem-
ber of the Federation, representing the [[W.C,, also presented
a paper on "Land SubSail and Surface”.

The Third Symposium  will he held ar Dhanbad and
papers will he presented mainly on problems of coking coal
covering the following subjects; —

1. Producrion

2. Conservation and Stowing

3- Beneficiation

4 Utilization

5. Distribution.

The Fourth Symposium is scheduled to be held ar
Ranchi in January 1970 to deal with the subject of "Human

Aspect” under  which the papers on the following will be
presented : —

1. Safety.

2. f{a) Training & Education (Senior Grade).
(b) Training & Education (Subordinate Grade).

3 Sociological Aspect—Present and Future Pawern.
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The Fifth Symposium is scheduled to be held at Nagpur
inn Februnry 1970 under the main heading ‘Problems of Mar-
keting & Utilization of Non-<oking Coal’ under which the
papers on the following subjects will be presented:—

t. Marketing including export.
2. Uiilization.

3. Diversification of Use and Creation of Demand.

~ The Sixth session will be held in Calcutta the dawe of
which has not yet been, fixed o) discuss the subject of
‘Finance' under which the papers on the following will be

presented : —
1. Present Day Problems,
2. Financing Future Developments.
3, Royalry, Cess & Taxes,

The concluding session will be held ar New Delhi o
finalize discussions on the draft reporr of the Editorial Com-
mittee, The Presentation Ceremony will be held in Caleurta
for presentation of the Commemoration Volume to different
Government departments, institutions and organizations.

The actual dates and address of hiture sessions will be
fixed and notified later on.

N Rext ror Svreace Laxp v Coat, BEamixc
Angas i Boae sy 1iF Stare CovenNsest.

Most of the collieries in Bihar have been working under
pre-104g leases which contained provisions for the colliery
owners to hold and use surface lands as required at rates of
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rent specified in the respective leases. For the purposes of
mining coal large areas of surface lands are required for
haulage, tram lines, surface machinery, coal stacks, colliery
workshops, buildings, Iabours' quarters, hospitals, etc. Ser
tement of these lnnds was done in some cases by registered
decds separately from the underground mining rights and the
reats were usually moderate. In other cases though there was
no scrtlement in respect of the surface lands, the eolliery
owners were entitled (0 use these lands by virtue of the under-
.ground coil mining leases.

After the introduction of the Bihar Land Reforms A,
1950, the working collieries became direct lessees of the Gov-
sernment of Bihar. paying royalty o the Government. The
terms and conditions of the leases are governed by Caulse 2
“of Section 10 of the Bihar Land Reforms Act which were the
-same as those of the subsisting leases. The Stare Goevrnment
however has been assessing rent for land occupied by collieries
at exorbitant rates in contravention of this Act on the ground
that the land was being wsed for commercial purposes. The
surface lands were being sepurately treated from the coal
mining leases and Circle Officers were demanding unusually
high rents for such surface lands in addition to the rent being
“collected by the District Mining Officers:

The State Goyernment of Bibar in- arbitrarily announc.
ing the rent for surface lands has not raken into account the
face thar the use of surface land for colliery purposes was an
integeal part of mining operations and could not be separated
from the general terms and conditions of the leases govermn-
Ang the operarions of mines, The demand for high rents for
the use of surface lands had been worrying the Coal Industry
in Bihar for quite some time and representations made 1o the
State Government withour any effect. The above subject was
liscussed at the first meening of the FICCI Sub-Committes
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for Minerals including Coal held at New Delhi on 24 July
1969, and it was decided that the FICCI should address an
appropriate communication 1o the Government of Bihar as
well @5 to the Government of India, Minisiry of Mines and
Metals. It was further decided thar the marter should also
be placed before the Standing Commirtee of the Coal Advi-
sory Council 10 be held in September 1969, Accordingly, the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & [Industry
made a representation: in its lecter No. Fi 9852 /SMF/3(1)
dated B, 8, 6g 1o the Chicf Secretary, Government of Bihar,
Patns.

The subject was taken up for discussion at the second
meeting of the Sunding Committee of the Coal Advisory
Council held at New Delhi on 5. 9. 6g when it was stated by
the representatives of the Stte Government of Bihar that as
far as the surface rent in respect pf lands covered by Sections
9, 10 and 11 of the Bihar Land Reforms Acr was concerned,
increase would be made cither by agreement berween the two
parties or in case of failure to come to agreement, by reference
to the Mines Tribunal. The State Government would  be
adopting this protedure, The pending demands for surface
rent would also be modified according to the new instructions.
In view of the clarification given by the State Covernment
there was no further discussions on 1he subject.

Shri G, L. Bansal, Secreary-General, Federstion of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, wrote a DO, letter
No. F. 10484/SMF/3(1) dated 1. 11 1969, to Shri N, C
Shrivastava, Secretary to the Government of India, Depart-
ment of Mines & Metals, Ministry of Petrolenm & Chemieals.
and Mines & Memls, New Delhi, emphasizing the need for
clear instructions being given by the State Government to the
local Mining Officers on the lines of the decision of the.
Standing Committee of the Coul Advisory Council. Shri
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G, L. Bansal also addressed n similar lemter 1o the Chief
Secrcrary, Government of Bibar, Pama, 1o issue quickly
Syitable instructions to the local Mining Officers for collection
«of surface rent in accordance with the above dedision.

O, Issve or Cerrtvieares 1o Corttpry OwSERS FOR
IvpLensextaTion or THE Wace Boasp
RecosExpaTions.

It may be recalled thar Sri V. K. Poddar, Chairman,
pointed out at a rripartite meeting held between the Coul
Industry, Labour and the Goverument on the iath August,
1968, that Sri Jaisukhlal Hahti, the then Minister for Labour
& Rehabilitation, New Dethi, had confirmed thar those col-
lieries’ who had entered into mutual agreement with their
labour and their Unions on the various agpects of the im-
plementation of the Wage Board Recommendations would be
treated as having implemented the recommendations of the
Wage Board. It was further pointed out that this palicy of
the Governmenr was also confirmed by 8o P. C. Mathews,
Secrctary to the Ministry of Labour.

In the course of correspondence between the ederation
and’ the Minisery of Labour on this fsue, the Federation's
Chairman was advised by Sri Sukla, Director of Industrial
Relations, in his lester No. W.B. 16(42)/68 dated 30 Novem-
ber 1968, that necessary instructions had licen issued to the
Field Officers for issue of certificares, Tt however appeared
that the instructions were not clear since corfificates were
being issued only to those collieries who had implemented the
recommendations fully,

During the meeting with the representatives of 1he Coal
Andustry on 15 July 1960, the discussions centred round the
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wsue of cenificates to managements who had either fully
implemented the recommendartions of the Wage Board or
implemented most of the recommendations- in consultation
and o full agreeement duly signed with the labour union
who, in consideration of the difficult econumic conditions in
any particular colliery, had agreed w accept partial imple
mentation which in most cases was nearly complete imple-
mentation with minor variations, Sri Jaisukhlal Hathi also
<onfirmed that as long as agreements had been signed with
the uninons affilisted o the centrally recognized trade union
or with an independent trade union having a majority of
following at the collieries they would be accepred by the
Covermment.

Recalling the above assurance given from time to time by the
Minister of Labour, Sri V. K. Poddar addressed a 1.0, letter
dared 5 August 1969 o Sri Jaisukhalal Hathi, Minister for
Labour & Rehabilitation, drawing bis atention to the fact
thar many of the coal companics had entered into and signed
Agreements with the recognized unions in the presenice of the
Regional Labour Commissioners: concerned and had applied
1o the Ministry for the issue of cerrificates.  Pointing out that
some of the applicitions had heen pending for a long time,
the Chairman requested the Minister to kindly check up this
matter and give necessary insrructions. for the early issuance
of certificates 10 those whase agreements’ were found in order.
It was alio pointed out in the letter that the Railway Board
had recently called for tenders with a condition that certifi-
cates from the Regional Labour Commissioners would be
required to be filed with the Railway within two and a half
manths from the dare of rthe receipt of the orders by the coal
vompanies. The RLCs would therefore be receiving a large
bunch of applications for issuance of such certificates regard-
ing implementation of the Wage Board recommendations and
nnless the procedure of scrutiny and issuance of “certificates
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was simplified it might perhaps not be possible to receive
certicates in time in respect of collieries who had fully im-
plemented the Wage Board recommendadons and/or had
entered into agreements with their Labour on implementation
of most of the recommendations. The Chairman urged in his
levter that the Government should appreciate that the basic
purpose of resorting to 3 Wage Board, rather than sututes,
was to encourage payment of wages through recommends-
tions of a joint body and 1o create more harmony and en:
courage murual discissions and agreements between the
managements and Iabour, whereby both could appreciate each
other's difficulties and come to & satisfactory seutlement so
that peace and harmony could be maintained. Sri Hans Raj
Chhabra, Under Secretary to the Government of India, Minis-
try of Labour & Rehahilitation (Department of Labour &
Employment) in his letrer No. WB-16(35)/69 dated 29 October
1969, addressed to the Chairman of the Federation, stared thar
necessary instructions had been issued to the Regional Labour
Commissioners for expediting the disposal of cases relating
to issuance of implementation certificates pending with them.

In view of the fact thar many supplying collierics, who
had implemenred the Wage Board recommendations and/or
entered into agreements with their registered unions regard-
ing the implementation of mast of the recommendations of
the Wage Board. had applied for the required cerrificate
their respective Regional Labour Commissioner (C). but owing
to the minute scruting required for ismiing such cerrificate
they could not obmin them for submission in time 10 the
Railway Boanl. The Committes of the Federation at irs
meeting held on 1 December 1069 considered the above sub-
ject and suggested that the Joint Working Comimittee should
be requested to make a representation 1o the Railway Board
for extension of time till 15 Fobruary 1970 for furnishing the
Wage: Board implementation cerrificates.  Accordingly the
JWC made a representation to the Secretary, Railway Board,
in its letrer No. 73/19/116¢ dated 5 December 1969 asking
for extension of tme atleast up 10 15 February 1970,
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P. F.OR. Pricks or CoaL

The F.O.R. prices of coal of different grades, paid by the
Railways and Hindustan Steel Ltd., as on 1 October 1960 are
given below:

Prices paid by the Ralways :
(Per tonne F.O.R. Colliery)

Grade: Bengal [Bihar,  Outlyin 2,
(Steam) (Steam)

Selected ‘A’ Rs. 39.09 —
Selected ‘B Re. 17,61 =
Selecred — Rs. 38.19
Grade I/H Rs. 3426 Rs. 3406
Grade 1I/HH, Rs, 2055 Rs. 32.87

Prices paid by the Steel Plants -

Grade. ‘Steam, Slack,
A Rs. 30.097 Rs, 38935
B Ra 38.09 R 3706
C Rs. 38.04 Rs. 1699
D Rs. 36.53 Rs. 3550
E Rs. 36.04 Rs, 3500
F Rs. 3590 Rs. 3427
G Rs. 345 Rs. 3357
H Re 34.58 Re. 3353
HH Rs. 33.63 Rs. 31.61

&
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Q Quanrzaiy Mrenxcs wrtn THE [hRecToR, TRAFFIC
(TransporTaTion) asp MosTeLy Megiines wins
ni Jorr Dimector, Traxeportamox  (Coat),

Ranway Boaen.

The first quarterly meeting was held on 24 January 1969
at Calcurta.

8ri V, E. Poddar, Chairman, and Sri Pritamlal A. Chan-
chani, representing the Indian Mining Federation at the
meeting, complained that the Railways were in effect meting
out preferential treatment to the public sector collieries on
the plea of enabling them to complete commirments for load-
ing of loco coal for the Railways.

The Director, Traffic (Transporiation) pointed out that
the impression that the Railways were giving preferendal
treatment to public sector collieries was not correct.  Regard-
ing ‘movement of coal to the South, he pointed out that in
the comtext of the higher argets of coal production, loading
would naturally have to be diversified and more and more
coal for outlying areas must be loaded from the outlying
fields, for example, for Southern India from the Singareni
and Talcher collieries and for West India from the
CIC (Korea-Rewa) and the Pench & Chanda fields. This was
already the planned pattern and there was nothing new in
this, So Jong as the requisite type of coal was available in the
outlying ficlds, indusirics, which were already linked 1o
Bengal and Bihar coal on proper certification, would conti-
nue 1o receive that coal and there was no question of allow-
ing such industries to shut down.

Sri Chanchanl wanted that the industries in Saurashrra,
which had gone on to oil some years ago and had switched
back ta coal, should receive their coal from Bengal and Bihar
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fields, as they did in the past.  He smated that the old linkages
should be restored if the consumer so wanted and felr that
on the plea of the Rationalization Scheme Raiways were en-
couraging coal mevement to these areas from the outlying
fields which was not fairto the collieries in the Bengal and
Bikar fields,

D.T.T. explained that there had necessarily to be ration-
alized pattern, Industries in Gujarmat and Saurashtra were
already receiving coal from the outlying ficlds and it was not
possible to switch this' movement 10 Bengal and Bihar fields,
He reiterated that in the context of higher and higher targets,

'In:uﬂng would have to be rationalized and more and more

coal for outlying areas must move from outlying fields, un-
less technical considerations required temporary  relaxations.

Sri Chanchani stared that the Railways should try and
increase the train loads for rakes via Waltsir to 40 Boxes both
for public and loco coal in the interest of betrer movement
via that route, DTT. agreed to have the [easibility examin-
ed by Joint Director, Trans. (Coul) in consultation with the
Southern and South Central Railways.

Sri Chopra of LMLA. and Sri Chanchani suggested thar
the Railways should review their Rationalization Scheme
and should not be guided by considerations other than
maximizing transporr availability, D.TT. swted thar the
matter of revising the Rationalization Scheme had heon
dealt with even prior to decontrol and a special commitiee
was appointed which either could not meet or could not
come to 4 unanimons understanding, He stated thar it was
not possible to carry coal from anywhere to anywhere and
that a certain amount of rationalization was necessary.  In
considering deviations' from the Rationalization Scheme, the
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Railways would naturally take into consideration the interest
of maximum transport availability.

Sri Poddar suggested that in the matter of authorizing
frmtional movement of coal, the recommendations of D.G,
T.D. should be called for and accepted by the Railways as
final. DT.T, stated that the Railways would prefer verifica-
tiop and certification through their own technical sources,
Sri. Poddar reiterated that DXGT.D. was the competent
authority and it= recommendations should be accepted,
D.T.T. did not agtee, but stated that the suggestion of Sri
Poddar would be duly considered.

Sri Chanchani stated thar the Ratlways should not make
chinges in the zonal rationalization scheme without consult-
ing the Industry. DUTVT. reiterated whar he stated earlier and
said that it was common knowledge that the matter had been
under discussion for long, even prior o decontrol and thar
the Industry and Trade had not been able w0 come w0 a
common undérstanding, In the circumstances, he stated that
the Railways would review and revise the Rationalizaron
‘Scheme to the extent considered necessary, in the best interest
of maximizing rail transport of coal and that this would be
in accordance with the decisions already taken in the past
that the outlying areas must receive coal increasingly from
the owtlying fields, He stated thar this was inevimble in the
conrext of higher targets for coal production and movement,

On enquiry from the Trade regarding the likely pattern
of coal loading in 1969, D/T.T. stated thar the position was
encouraging inasmuch as lbading had been womparatively
good even in those months in which there was normally diffis
culty owing to slack demands or due 1o the rigours of winter.
He hoped that the movement in the coming months woulil
be good unless affccred by mny unforeseen évenrs, P

E“'.
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D.T.T. gared thar the rabi crop this year was expected
29 be even better than last year's.and this was all to the good
of the country. He hoped, however, that the difficulties which
arose last year would not arise to that exvent and thar the
mateer was under constant review by the Ministry of Food
& Agriculture, and that the experience of last year would
stand us in good stead this year, He concluded, however,
that the dewils of the movement patterns of this year’s rabi
crop had still © be determined.

D.TT. stated that there were reports of the misloading
of slack coal against allotment of soft coke and that this was
apparently being done to utilize the special facilities enjoyed
by soft coke viz. piccemeal movement to box-fit stations and
1o stations within a radius of 25 Kms. of such stations. He
was of the opinion that as other types of coal were being
loaded against allorments of soft coke cither the demand for
soft coke did not exist or there was misuse and that the quom
should be reduced to the level of 400 as prior to the meeting
held in Auguse last year, and that rhis appeared o be the
actual level of demand.

DT, requested the Trade to accept and give trial to
the scheme for collierywise soft coke quotas worked out by
the Joint Director, Trans. (Coal), in consultation with the
Industry which had worked well in the case of hard coke.

Sri V. K. Poddar and Sri Chanchani on bebalf of the
Joint. Working Committee supported the proposal for a
collierywise quota stating that the Joint Working Committes
represented the higgest sector of the soft coke producing
collieries and desired that the Railways implement the
scheme which was acceprable to the majority, even though
there might not be unanimity, There was agimted discus
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sion on the subject and D.T.T. concluded the discussion’ by
saying that the scheme of collierywise quotas might be given
a trial as worked out by the Joint Direcror, Trans. (Coal)
after a meeting held to discuss the subject, failing’ which the
facilities given for movement of soft coke in May 1968 should
be withdrawn.

Sarbasri V. K. Poddar and Chanchani suggested that to
the extent that there was a shortfall in loading for steel and
washeries, the quotas for other consumers should be raised,
DIT.T, stated that the pregent target of 6600 and its consumer-
wisc break-up could be revised only on receipt of firm indi-
cation of assessment of demand during the 4th Plan period.
Meanwhile, the present targes appeared adequate, Once the
target loading was achieved on a sustained basis; the question
of upward revision of the targer would be considered,

Sti Chanchani suggested that the targer movement above
Moghalsarai should be 2500 wagons. He also suggested an
increase In the total target of loading in Bengal-Bihar field
from 6600 wagons 7100 wagons daily as per following
direction-wise distribution: —

Directions. E. Railway, S.E.Railway. Total
Above Mughalsarai 2350 150 2500
Below Mughalsarai 350
Indusirial Area 1600 1600 4o
Down Country 830

Toral: 5350 1750 2100

The C.OPS., Eastwern Railway, said that the so-called
system of arrcar supply had developed on account of an

F 3
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understanding between the local railway officers and collieries
a8 a result of which the wagons were supplied late but earlier
than in the event of declared short supply. In his view in
conl loading variationa between allotment and supplies of the
order of 2 to 3% a day, was inescapable, as allorment was
‘made on the anticipatory availability of empties 24 hours in
advance.

D.T.T said that it was desirable to ensure that the allot-
ment conformed, by and large, to wagon availability. He
decided that (a) the loading Railways should examine feasi-
bility of a second placement to make good shortfall in supply
and study implications on this proposal from the point of
view of free time, pilot availability, etc., (b) if arfear supply
was made up within 24 hours from the due date and time,
no intimation to the colliery was required but if the supply
was given later than this period telephonic information should
be given by the Yard Master,

The Industry represented that in the event of Railways
failing 1o meet their own short supplies even on the 7th day,
collicries should not be penalized by lapsing the same.
D.T.T. decided that wagons uh-nrwupplied on the 7th day on
Railway account should not be lapsed but should be made
good within the month.

Sri V. K. Poddar said that if against box rake programme
four-wheeliers were supplied, the free time for boxes should be
applicable. D.T.T. aid that the only case where four-wheelers
were deliberately supplied was in Dn. ASN. III where the
pilor waited o draw the load. He had now instructed
Eastern Railway that a second piloe should be introduced, if
need be, but deliberare substitution of hox wagons by four-
wheelers in this particular case 10 reduce free time should be
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‘avoided.. About other cases; DT.T, said that the type of
rolling stock supplied determined the free time granted.
Smce box wagons enjoyed higher free time, the proportion of
hox: wagons determined the free time. DT, said in the
present time Railway Board did not favour any relaxation of
free time, as this was not feasible. The Industry desired that
the marter should be reconsidered by the Board.

The pext meeting was held at Nagpur on 2z May 1960
Most of the discussions ar the mecting centred on difficulties
of collieries and consumers in the CLC, Korba, Orissa and
Pench and Chanda fields,

An. important point of general interest to Bengal /Bihar
collieries raised ar the mecting was eoft coke quotas. A sug-
gestion was made for the introduction of & collierywise quota
for the movement of soft coke on the lines of quotas intro-
duced for hard coke. This was opposed by the representa.
tives of the Soft Coke Producers Collieries Association,

Sri Agarwala raised the question of introducing a- colliery-
wise quots for movement of soft coke on the lines of Guotas
intrpduced for hard coke. The representative of he Soft Coke
Producers Callieries” Association, S M P. Nararig, opposed
this scheme. Sri Narang stated that it was not possible to
distribite even 400 wagons per day 1o all the collieries in
Jharia fields, whereas there were more than oo collieries. Tt
would create inequity and even If each soft coke produc
colliery got one wagon: cach, nobody would be satifﬁ:d.uﬂ;;eg
further stated that the quota system would not encourage free
production mnd distribution of soft coke,
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VLT, stured that the matter had been discussed in
earlier meetings also, in which whereas the -other Associations
had urged the introduction of such a scheme, the SCP.CA.
Mad opposed it, and that it was decided tw leave it 1o the
railways to take a final decision. A decision wounld be com-
municated by the railways in due course,

The next meeting was held in Caleutta on 11 September
1969,

Sri B. L. Agarwalla of LC.O.A drew the attention of the
Direcror, Traffic (Trans.) and other members to item 1 under
the heading “Two-pilot rakes” at page 10 of the minutes of
the quarterly meeting held on 24.1.69 in which it was agreed
thar the Ju Director, T. (Coal), should hold monthly mecting
—one in Asansol and another in Dhanhad—so thar the
problem of formation of two-pilot rakes could be settled. He
however regretted that no such meeting had been held so far.
It was agreed that Je. Direcror, T (Coal), would organize this
soon in censultation with the Chiel Operating Superintendent,
Eastern Railway. The two micetings proposed would be held
before the end of October 1g6ig.

Sri Sitkar of LM.A. pointed out thar a circular No
XG, 3051/53 dated 22.8.69 had been issucd by the Coal Area
Superintendent, Dhanbad. to Manki. Ray, Churi and Dakra-
bukbuka Collieries intimating thar when any box wagn
loaded by the colliery was found overloaded beyond =z tonnes
of the marked carrying capacity, the entire box rike includ-
ing the overloaded hox wagons would be returned to the cols
liery siding for adjustment of the overloaded ¢oal or coke for
which demurrage for the entire rake would be levied He
stated that it would cause great financial loss to the collieries,
as they would not only pay demurrage but also lose further
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allotment 1ill the rake was drawn our after adjustment. Sri
Chanchani of LM.F. stated that the circular was a deviation
from the Coal Tariff rules which clearly stated that such over-
loading should be adjusted at the weighbridges and not in
the colliery sidings.

The Chief Operating Sperintendent, Eastern Railway,
explained thar the overloading of box wagons by collicries
had been increasing and in spite of all efforts made to bring
the pesition under control, the results had nor been encourag-
ing. Coal loading was being stepped up progressively and if
the incidence of overloading was not checked, the Railway
yard would be clurtered up with wagons awaiting adjustment
and this would seriously affect loading, This circular was
issued only in relation 1o the collieries situated near Ray
station itself where the placement of the ke for adjustment
in the colliery siding would not pose any problem.

The Director, Traffic (Trans.) drew the attention of the
members to the potential danger in overloaded wagons going
undetected and little care on the pirt of the collieries should
solve the problem. Regarding the enforcement of the provi-
sions of the crcular issued by the Coal Area Superintendent,
each case would have to be dealt with on its merits and the
Chict Operating Superintendent, Eastern Railway, would deal
with them.

Thie LMF, had requested inclusion in the agenda of the
question of suspension of wagon supplies on account of deten-
tion of wagons. Speaking on this subject, 80 Worah of
IMF. stated that wagon supplies were being stopped in
certain colliery sidings over a number of days because the
colliery had detained wagons in the colliery siding beyond
the free time. He swated that detention of wagons in colliery
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sidings occurred due to scveral reasons; for example, machi-
nery break-down, temporary staff trouble or any other factor
beyond the control of a colliery, When wagons were thus
detained, they paid demurrage on the wagons and the day’s
allotment was also shore supplied. No colliery would detain
wagons unless absolutely unavoidabe. The Railways should
not impose very severe penalty over and above this, by
stopping wagons supplies to the sidings over a protracted
period.  Sri Chanchani stated that one of the reasons when
wagons had 1o be detained in the sidings was continuous
allotment of steam coal only instead of giving steam and slack

allorments proportionately.

The Director, Traffic (Trans), stared thar the members
would agree with him that persistent non-utilization of wagons
supplied to the collieries would result in the loss of loading
capacity affecting the overdll coal movement. Such cases had
to be taken up. Occasional defaults were condoned, He
stated thar collieries could always put forward the reasons for
derention of wagons in their sidings to the Divisional Super-
intendent concerned and the course of action would be decided
on the merits of each indiviual case,

The Director, Traffic (Trans,) stated that owing o avail-
ability of sufficient empry wagons, the Railways at present
would not impose any quota system for movement of soft
coke. But when the situation warranted, the quota system
would have to be introduced on the basis of the production
capacity of soft coke producing collieries, but monthly quota
would be given instead of daily quora.

Sri Worah swted thar two years back, the Chairman,
Railway Board, in course of his meeting with the Coal Trade
advised Railways to review the Siding Agreements, but no
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Aaction had till now been taken by Eastern and South Enstern
Railways. The Chief Operating Superintendemts, Eastern and
South Eastern Railways, were requested to do the needful
carly,

Sn Worah further stated that the Weight Only system
on third party account was being abolished at the instance of
the Commercial Directorate of the Railway Board, although
this practice had been there in the coalfields for many years,
Jt. Director, Trans. (Coal), stated that this mater was under
reference 1o the Commercial Directorate now and thar the
Eastern Railway had extended this privilege 1ill the 30 Sep:
tember 1969 pending final decision. The Director, Traffic
(Trans) promised to expedite the decision.

The firt monthly meeting between the Joint Director,
Transporarion (Coal) and the representatives of the Coal
Industry was held on 13 May 1969,

Sti D. Hariram, DT, (Coal) introduced himself to mem-
Bers: present as the new incumbent 10 the post. In his wel
come speech he stated that while cndeavours were never
lacking in achicving higher levels of loading acearding to the
demand. the results might not always show the peak level of
loading in all months. Careful analysis of the demands, ad-
Jjustments in pilot working and operationsl methods and with
3 wloser linison berween the Trade and the Railways, much
‘more equitable diseribution of coal could be achieved.

Sri Chanchani stated that the share of covered wagons
for the ]I‘Jmﬁnﬂ of soft coke and hard coke should he increased,
JD.T. (Coal) replied that as the manufacture of open
4-Wheelems had been stopped. covered g-wheelers floer  was

o
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incremsing  particularly on  the Eastern Railway. On the
Eastern Railway where the bulk of piccemeal soft coke load-
ing wis dooe, the supply, as it was, was more of covered
wagons tather than open wagons,

Sri Chanchani and Sri U, H. Worah stated that efforis
should be made hy the railways to achicve a daily allotment
of 2600 wagons in the above-Mughalsarai direction during the
coming season in accordance with the target already laid down
by the Railway Board for the Eaetern Railway. JD.T. (Coal)
stated that the railways were also working rowards the same
target level of loading, provided the traffic was cleared at the
respective destinations steadily by the consumers.

Sri R. L. Worah, representing 1.C.O.A., stated that he was
glad to note thar the railways were making a sciendfic
approach to the problem relating to an even distribution of
coal, He anly wanted to emphasize that the small collicries
should be berter looked after in the supply of wagons, as their
very survival depended upon regular clearance of coal. The
railways should also devise some means for movement of
more brick-burning coal and soft coke than what had hitherto:
been achieved. JIMT. (Coal) explained that a wery carciul
watch was Dbeing exercised o see that the piccemeal indenss
gor closer atrention and the collicries, particularly in Jharia,
producing soft coke and hard coke had steadier clearance.
In order to help more: piecemenl loading to be organized in
Tharis, recently a decision was taken 1o limit BRK box rake
programmes in the Jharia fickd to only 3 rakes per day and
equitably distribute the other demands In Asansol, Karan-
pura and the South Eastern Railway portion of the Bengal-
Bihar field, This had produced encouraging results.

The next meeting was held on 22 June 1969.
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The J.D.T. (Coal) stated that the trend of coal loading
upto 27 June 1969 had been highly disappointing, parricularly
in the BengalBihar field. 1In the firsy formighy, only 4200
wagons per day could be loaded on the Eastern Railway por-
tion on account of non-availability of waguns, The main
reason was the heavy loading of foodgmins 1o the extent of
906 to 1000 wagons per day in the Punjab and Haryana areas
for different destinations in the country, On account of
breaches in South India, the movement via Waltair, both o
Southern and South Central Railways was also impeded till
the 15th of the month. Within the limited wagon availahility
efforts were made o effect equitable distribution, so that no
particular interest was completely neglected. In the first
fortnight of Jume, assistance was given for the loading of BRK
coal as the season was coming to an end. In the second
fortnight, indusirial and power house demands, both in the
northern as well as in the southern spheres, was given greater
importance and for this purpose some adjustments were made
in the loading of loco coal itself for the railways.

S Worah of LM.A. stated that while the Trade appre-
ciated: the conditions that had led to the low level of coal
loading in the Bengal-Bihar field, they would also like to know
whit arrangements the milways had made for getting miore
wagons in the years to come. Foodgrain loading would he
an annual feature and natursl calamities in some form or
-other could happen again and again. J.D.T. (Coul) stated that
the railways had gone in for additional wagon building pro-
gramme and manufacturers had been pressed 1o speed up
their delivery, Progressively the wagon availability would
continue to improve in the years to come.

Sri Sitkar of LM.A. stated that S, E. Rﬁilﬁ'ﬂ}f was not
loading up to the mrgetted level of 1900 wagons per day.
JDT. (Coal) explained that the daily average loading on

=
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8, E. Railway's Bengal-Bihar ficld in the month of June was
1646 wagons per day, Ar this level of loading, by and large,
the full demand was mer particularly becauwse of allorment
for Stecl Plants was slightly lower than in previous months,

Sri Worah also pointed out that the demurrage that
accrued as a resule of derention of wagons en account of
stoppage of work by labour owing to the sudden death of
Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri was waived 1o the: extent of go per
cene only and all collieries had been asked 1o pay 10 per cent
as nominal demurrage. He stated that if the condition was
such that no loading was done owing to sudden demise of the
Prime Minister, the question of charging 10 per cent would
have no meaning. This matter should be brought agan to
the notice of the concerned authorities to se¢ that full relief
was given to all collieries  J.D.T. (Coal) seated that this marter
would be examined and the results conveyed to the LMLA.
in due course.

R. Decraration or Cosn INDUSTRY AS A
Puvarie Usiiity Seavice,

In exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to sub-
clause (vi) of clause (n) of section 2 of the Industrial Disputes
Act, 1947 (14 of 1947), the Central Covernment, which had
previously declared the coal industry 1o be a public utility
service for the purposes of the said Act for a further period
of six months from 8 January 1969, extended its durstion for
a further period of six months from Sth July 1969, This was
published under Norification No. F.1/39/6¢-LRI dated 1 July
1969, issued by the Government of India, Ministry of Labour,
Employment and Rehabilitation (Department of Labour and
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Employment) as 8.0. 2795 in Pare 11, Section 3(ii) of the
Gazerte of India dared 12 July 1969,

The Central Government by a further Notificarion, No.
F.r/87/6g-LRl dared 235 December 1969, issued by the
Ministry of Labour, Employment and Rehabilitation (Depart-
ment of Labour and Employment) and published as 5.0, 31
in the Gazewe of India, Part 11, Section 3(ii) dated 3 January
1970, extended the said period for a further period of six
months from 8 Janvary 1970,

S Meenses Borwees o RerrEsexmamvis o HE
Ivpustay avo e Usios asp State GOvERNMENT.

Besides a number of meetings mwentioned in appropriate
sections in this Report, the representatives of the Coal In-
dustry held seven high level meetings with the representatives
of the Union Government during the year, The detals are
given below;

1. Meeting with Dr, Ram Subhag Singh, Union Minister
for Railways, Sri Jagannath Rao, Minister of State
for Petro-Chemicals and Mines & Metals, Sri Parimal
Ghosh, Minister of State for Railways, Sri G. D.
Khmndelwal, Chairman, Railway Board, Sri P. C.
Sethi, Minister of State for Finance, and S¢f K. S. R,
Chari, Adviser, Sri N, €. Srivastava, Secretary, and
Sri N. D. Gupts, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Perro-
Chemicals and Mines & Meals; on 30 April 10 = May
1969 nt New Delhi. [(Extension of Loco Coal Con-
tract, Law and Order situation in the Coalficlds and
Dearness Allowance).
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Meeting with Sri N. D. Gupea, Joint Secretary to the
Government of India, Ministry of Petroleum &
Chemicals and Mines & Memls-on 17 May 1969 at
Galcutta.  (Law and Order siruation in the Coal
fields, Recommendations made by the Study Group
on Coal Prices regarding subsidy, The necessity of
an ad hoc increase in the rates of subsidy, The collec-
tion of excise duty of 75 Palse per tonne of coal 10
build up a fund for the conservation and developmens
of the coking coal industry and expediting payment
to be made thereto and the necessity of mking a
decision for a further payment of 75 P. per tonne
after an acceptable scheme of coal sampling),

Mecting: with Sei Jaisukhlal Hathi, Union Minister
for Labour, Employment & Rehabilitation, on 15 July
1969 at New Delhi (Implementation of Wage Board
recommendations, Variable Dearness Allowance and
Coal Price).

Mceting with Sri G. 1. Khandelwal, Chairman, Rail-
way Board, on 35 July 196G a1 New Delhi. (Loco
Coal Tender),

Meeting  with ‘Sri Jaisukhlal Hathi, Minister for
Labour, Employment and Rehabilitation, Sri Jagan-
nath Rao, Minister of Starte for Petroleum & Chemi-
cals and Mines & Metals, Sri P. C. Sethi, Minister
of State for Finance, Sri K. K. Dhar, Director, Mines
and Merals, ar New Dethi in August 1969 (Loco
Coal Price. Payment of variable dearness allowance,
Norms for the issue of cemificates reganding imple-
mentition of the recommendations of the Wage
Board by the RI.C., Credit facilities and artangement
for financial accommodation with the Bank of Behar).
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6. Mecting with the Railway Coal Tender Commitree
on 19 & 27 August 1969 at New Delhi {Loco Counl
Prices),

Meeting with the Railway Coal Tender Commirtee,
Dr. Ram Subbag Singh. Minister for Raflways, and
the representutives of the Ministry of Mines & Metals
a1 New Drelhi in' Seprember 1969, (Supply of coal ro
the Railways, Coal Prices. Implementation of Wage
Board  recommendations),

e |

VL. LEGISLATION

A. Prorosat vo Asmeso e Coar Mines
Recouamons, 1957

The Federation received a lener, No. 1/14/66-M.1, dated
14 May 1969, from the Government of India, Ministry of
Labour, Employment & Rehabilitation (Department of Labour
and Employment), together with a copy of the Ministry’s
Notification No. 1 /14/60-M.1. dated 14 April 1960, publishing
# draft of the Coal and Metalliferous Mines (Amendment)
Regulations, 1969, asking the Federation to send its comments
to. the Director General of Mines Safety, Dhanbad, by
t August 196g. The text of the proposed amendment is as
follows: —

“Unless permitted in writing by the Chicf Inspector
and subject 1o such conditions as he may specify there-
i, no shorfiring or blasting shall be done in an open
cast working, if any railiway, public rdad, or any build-
ing or other structure, not belonging o the mine, lics
anywhere in an area fallmg within & radius of 300
metres from the place of firing or blasting.”
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The: Committee of the Federution ok the view thar if
written permission of the Director General of Mines Safety
was required in every case of shot-iring or blasting, in case
any rmilway, public rosd or building or other structuce lay
anywhere o an area falling within 2 mdius of 300 metres
from the place of fring or blasting, it would be a hard job
for the collicries ro carry on diy-today mining operitions.
The Committee therefore considered’ that the above proposal
would result in unnccessary delay and harassment. Tt was
further considered by the Federation Commitiee tha the
existing provision for taking precautionary measures before
shovfiring was approved by the manager, who.was assigned
the highly responsible job of looking after the safety of the
mine, was quite adequate for the purpose.  The Federation
an its lerter No. 556 /g25 dated 19 June 1969, forwarded these
comments on the above lines to the Director General of Mines
Safery, Dhanbad,

The Federation received. another letter No, 121 /66-MI
dated 8 October 1969, from the Under Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Ministry of Labour, Employment & Rehabili-
TALED; (Department of Labour & Employmen), enclosing a
copy of a Natfiation, No, 1/21/69-MI dated 19 September
1969, publishing a draft of the Coal Mines (Amendment) Re-
gulations, 196y and asking the Federation 1o send its ' rom-
ments o the Director Genernl of Mines Safety, Dhanbad by
t Jamuary 1970, The Federation considered the i
amendments and forwarded the following comments to the
Director General of Mines Safety, Dhanbad, in its lerrer No,
1779 dated 24 December 196g 1 —

“The Committee of the Federation is rather. surprised 1o
nate the use of obsolete expression fike the ‘Regional Inspector’
and *Chief Inspector’ in several clauses of the proposed amend-
ment.  These words should be propetly substituted by appro-
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priate nomenclature such as ‘Deputy Director of Mines Safery’,
‘Director General of Mines: Safery’, etc.”

‘A fiery seam has not been defined anywhere in the draft
amendment and the Federation Commitiee, therefore, consi-
ders that a fiery seam: should be precisely defined and incor-
porated under clause 4(c) of the draft amendment so that thers
might not be any occasion for misinterpretation: or misynder-
standing.”

“Clanse 4—Propused Regulation razA :

I'am directed o draw your attention to clause p of the
draft and the provision of Regulation r23A and suggest that
the following proviso should be added thereafier; —

“Provided that the Chief Inspector may permit in any
mine or part thereof any alternative precautionary measure
to be taken in liew of stone dust barrier”,

Clause No. 11.—Proposed Regulation 131(3)(a):—Since the
pressure reconding instruments are not available ar a reason-
able cos: and since their maintenance cost will be abnormally
high in provision of graph papers and in the upkeep of instru-
‘memis, the proposed Sub-Regulation 3(a) should read as
unier =

"4 suitable pressure recording gauge or warer gauge and”

Clawse No. 15—Proposed Regulation 1364 : —The provi.
sion of this clause in regard to the velocity of air curremt ar
specified distance so close to the warking faces is not possible
during the day-today warking in Indian Mining conditions
for reasons enumerated | helow : —
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t. Most of the seams in India are thick and hence Lross-
section of the gallery is very large being generally of the
order of 1z.5 sq. meter to 15 sq. meter, So the current
of the air required 1o achieve the velocities now proposed
will be too high and impracticable to achieve, Much
lesser velocities are quite sufficient o provide adequate
ventilation and comfortable working conditions ar the
face.

2. From the last ventilation connection, the air current is
coursed 10 the face by bramice cloth which is not air
leak proof and quite much quantity of air leaks through
it before reaching the face. The brattice cloth is tempo-
rarily fixed in the gallery and has 1o be continuously ex-
tended in haste with the advancement of the face and
consequently there is always some gap between the roof
and fivor and the brattice cloth, more so, because of the
uneven surface of the roof and floor,

5 Thin galvanized sheets which can replace the brattice
cloth and reduce the air leakage 1o some extent are pot
avallahle in India in adequate qunrities, and would sub-
stantially increase the cost.

4. M the proposed velocities are enforced the quantity and
pressure of the main mechanical ventilator will have 1o
be substantially increased and hence the Main Mechanical
Ventilator will have 1o be replaced by higher capacity in
most of the mines, resulting in much capital investment,
and much higher running cost,
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5 Pressure consumed during the coursing, upto the face R

with sach velocities will be roo high. These high pres
sures will lead to unsafe condition hecause of the increased
-risk of spontancaus heating by the flow of air through
the cracks in pillars. Recent examples of fire in solid
pillary in: the Jambad-Kajora -aren should be an eye-
opener for us. We are sure that every mining man, will
agree that very dangerous condition may be created if
this provision is enforced hecause in thar case the Vendla-
tion pressure will incréase substantially.

6, As you arc aware, it has been observed in the past
safety week celebrations, more than go% marks have been
given with regard 1o vendlation of mines and the existing
system has evidently been, found to be more than ade-
quate, The proposed drafr Regulation regarding ventila-
tion is therefore considered more or less based on
theoretical and ideological concept than on practical con-
sideration.  Morcover, the proposed Regulation regarding
ventifation as already stated, is impracticable and cannor
be achieved without substantial increase in costs. Consi-
dering the debilitated economy of the Coal Industry and
it extreme difficulty ro obtain a fair and cconomic price

ing the incidence of the implementation of such
directives, the Federation Committee trusts thar the pro-
posed dmaft regarding ventilation should not be enacted.

7- As per our information, even in the Brifish Regulitions,
where the seams being worked are much more gassy, there
is no reference to the quantities of air supplied per per-
son employed or on the velocities. We do sot know why
these are required. Surely, the main idea is that condi-
tians at the working places should be safe and comfort-
-able. Safety has already been ensured by restriction on

the percentage of gas present and eomfort can be ensured
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by specifying the maximum wet bulh temperanire read-
ing or on Kata Thermometer readings,

8. It i5, therefure, imperative that this exua regulaton
should not be introduced. If st all i is felt by the
Government, inspite of all the above factors, thar the
velocities at different places should be specified; there
should be as under:—

Degreeof  Place where the velocity of Velocity
Enssiness, air is to be measured. of air.

First degree  Immediate outlye ventilation connection o

Second degree (i) 4.5 metres from working face
ont the intake side of the
brartice of partition. 15

(i) 7.5 metres outlye of discharge

end of an air pipe ; 0
(iii) ar the maximum span of a

long wall face. 40

Third degree (i) 4.5 merres from the working
face on the intake side of
the brattice or partition. 25

(i) 7.5 metres outlye of the die
charge end of an air pipe. 20

{iif) at the maximum span of a
long wall face, 50
Clause 2o0—Regulation 146(1) (i)

In many mines of first degree of gassiness, it is not
possible o wark with unconnected galleries of less than 45
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metres due to various facrors like pillar size, water trouble
and stéep gradient etc, and hence this restriction of 45 metres
only in mines of first degree of gassiness will require provision
of bratticing in these mines which will increase the cost of
production substuntially without any compensation in the
form of gassiness subsidy from the Coal Board in their cases,
It is, therefore, recommendesd that the distance may be in-
creased to 60 ‘metres instead of 4 metres. Noo dificulty in
working conditions is being experienced upto this distance.
In our opinion, therefore, the proposed Regulation 146(7)
should be reworded as “no gallery in gassy seam of the first
degree shall be driven to a distance of more than 6o metres
from the nearest ventilation connection unless air is coursed
upto a point within 60 metres from the face”

Clause 2r—Regulation 147 :—

If this provision & implemented, it will mean appoint-
ment of bodysearchers in each shift in mines of firse degree or
gassiness also ‘which will be extra financial burden on thoss
mines without any, compensation by the Coal Board. It may
be noted that most of the mincs in first degree of gassiness
are small mines specially in the Jhoria, Nirsa and Salanpur
Coul Fields. The increase in cost per tonne in their cases will
be noticeable, The provisions of this Regulation in the case
af the mines of first degree of gassiness is nor viewed neces-
sary from the safery point also. Tt is, therefore, recom-
mended that cither the preamble to Repulution 147 be re-
worded as “in every fiery seam or seam of second or third
degree of gassiness; the following provisions shall have effect,
namely “or preamble should read as “in every mine the fol-
lowing provisione shall have effect namely—"and sub-clause
(3} be reworded as under: —
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“for the purpose of nscertaining whether any person pro-
ceeding below ground has in his possession any article as
aforesaid, a- competent person other than the Banksman,
it any, shall be sppointed in cvery fiery and gassy seam
of and or 3rd degree of gassiness, 1o scarch every person
immediately before he enters the mine. The competent
person shall be on duty throughout the shift and no
duties other than those under this Regulation and Regu-
Iation 155(z} shall be entrusted to hinv If any person is
found below-ground with any conmraband, he and the
body-scarcher shall be solely responsible for the contra-
vention of these regulations”.

If, inspire of the above; the Government is of the opinion
that comperent person should be appointed in seams of first
degree of gassiness also, the subclavse (2) should be re
worded as under:—

“far the purpose of ascermining whether any person pro-
ceading below-ground has in hie possession any article as
aforesaid, a comperent person shall be appointed in every
fiery ‘and gassy seam to search every person immiediately
before he enters the mine.  The competent person shall
be on duty throughowt the shift and in vase of scams of
second and third degree of gassiness, no' dutics othier than
those under this Regulation and Regulation 155(2) shall
be entrosted to him"™.

Clause 23—Regulation t50:—

Since the cost of FLP. light fixtures is very very high,
it is unreasonable and also unnecessary to ask for FLP light
fixcures in scams of first degree of gassiness even in the blind
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ends, We, thercfore, suggest that the proposed proviso bhe
reworded as “provided that the lighting fixrures: installed
in a gassy scam of the second or third degree shall comply
with the provisions of Indian Electricity Rules, 1966”.

Clause a3—Regulation 166 : —

In Sub-clause (iv) of the proposed Sub-Regulation 5, no
mention hos been made of the number of shots o be fired
by @ shot firer in case of blasting with fuse and ordinary
deronators. It is, therefore, suggested: that the clause be re
wortled as under:— '

“In the case of open cast working:—
(1) 60, if a single shotexploder is used snd

() 120, if multi-shot Exploder is used or blasting s done
with the belp of fuse and plain detonators,

Clause 3g—Regulation 173:—There have been occasions
now and then when a particular type of explosive is not avaii-
able from the Suppliers In such cases and o provide for
such emergencies, the Regional Inspector should be empowered
to permit use of other than the specified explosives in gassy
sear of second degree of gassiness also subject to such con-
ditions as he may specify for their use, otherwise the mines
will have o be closed and workers laid off for this small
reasan,  We, therefore, recommend that the proviso of Regu-
lation 172{2) be re-wordsee a5 under: —

“provided that the Regional Inspector may by an order
in. writing and -subject to auch conditions as he may
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specify therein permit in any gassy seam of the first or
second degree, the use of any explosive other than the
explosives specified above,”

Cluuse 32—Regulation 156(2), Sub-Clause (it):—

It is felr that it is uonccessary to provide Flame Safety
Lamps to the Supervisory Stafl like Firters, Electricians etc.
etc. a3 it will be difficuly for them o cirry the same in addi-
tion to the Cap Lamp and their normal tools. Also there is
no reasan. why the persons appointed o operate any elecrrical
machinery in the main intake or ar any other place where
FLP Switch Gear or Motor is not required, be provided with
# Flame Safery Lamp. It may be mentioned here thar Flame
Safety Lamps so far avaifable in Indin are of very poor
standard and their cost is quite high. Tt is, therefore, recom-
mended that the proposed special Clause (i) be reworded as
“every Operator of machinery or equipment which is required
to be flame proof under these Regulations, shall be provided
with an approved Flame Safery Lamp™

B. Drarr Rures—Incomerax (Fovkts AMeNpaeT)
Rures, 160,

The Federation received a copy on 5 June of the draft
Rules, published in the Guzerte of India (Extra-Ordinary)
dated the 24th May, 1969, 10 amend the existing Rules relat-
ing to the schedule of rates of depreciation allowance under
the Incometax Rules, 1962 from Mr. A. Bagchi, Under Secre-
tary, Central Board of Direct Taxes, Government of India,.
with a request for comments.
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The Committee of the Federation considered the drafr
mules and in a communication, No; 1047 dated 1g July 1969,
addressed to S A, Bagehi, offered the following comments
for consideration of the Central Board of Direct Taxes: —

While appreciating that the proposed move of the Central
Board of Direct Taxes to enhance the current rate of depre-
cation is prompted by the changing price level and the infla-
tonary trend and the need 1o give adequate incentive for
capital formation, the Federation, representing the Coal In-
dustry, considers that the method of providing for deprecia-
tion should be on a straight-line method withour reducing the
depreciation rates, as proposed under the Draft Rules, De
preciation should, therefore, be # fixed proportion of a per-
centage of the cost of asser. It is an admitred face thar the
straight-line method, which is simple, effective and caisy 1o
calculate, would prove more suitable for the Coal Industry
ds it evens out the charge of depreciation by providing a
fixed percentage of the original cost in such a manner that in
cach year it bears on cqual burden of fixed expenditure and
affords duta for judging compatative cugs and  operaticnal

elficiency.

Although the proposed rates of depreciation are to some
extent an improvement on the existing rates, the Committee
of the Federation feels thar they are not adequate for the
treation of internal resources for replacement of equipments
when they reach the cconomic Tife. It appears that the ruees
of depreciation have been worked out on the basis of the life
of the machinery as in the United Kingdom. The Federation
Commirtee, however, points out that the standard of repairs
and maintenance olitaining in the UK. cannot be enforced
in this country where, owing to the climatic and other factors,
the life of the machinery has to be taken at 25% less than
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what it is in the UK. The Federation Committee trusts. thar.
this aspect will be kepr in mind while finalizing the draft
Rules,

The Commirtee ol the Federarion would further like to-
draw your attention to the fact that the Coal Indusiry, operar-
mg a wasting asser, should be entitled 1o & more liberal depre-
ciation allowance particularly with regard to the following:—

Lavp axp Bunnings:
(A) Surface rights and land destroyed in opéncast nining:

In cases where collieries are required to Fun:h:m: surface
lands, particularly for depillaring purposes. it is submitted
that the pro tanto cost, incurred for the area fendered useless
by formation of goaves caused by depillaring, should he
allowed 1o be written off. Similarly, the operation of land
destroyed in opencast mining should also be written off in the
year in which such land is destroyed.

(B) Bilding

In cases where buildings in mining areas, whether resi-
dential or industeial, construcred over the coalhearing lands,
are demolished on account of mining operation, the entire
value of such buildings as on the date of demolition should
be allowed to be written off. It is observed that the current
rates of depreciarion varying from 2.5% to 7.5% in the case of
buildings have nor been increased to any extent in the pro-
posedl drafr Rules:
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- I view of the accelerated pace of deteriofation: of huild-
ings particularly in mining aress the Federation Committes
suggests thar the rate of depreciation allowance should be
substantially increased from berween 2.5% and 3.5% 1o
between 5% and jo%, '

(C) Depreciaiton on small items of eyutpments:

The collieries have a large number of small items of
capital assets the value of which ranges between Re 53/~ and
Rs. jo00/-. In the kst budget the Finance Ministry intro-
duced A new clause in respeat of depreciation of small capital
assets up to Rs. 750/ by which the enrire depreciation can
be wrirten off in the year in which it is installed. The Fede
ration. Committee wishes to submit that in view of the
increase in the prices of sl equipments the above limic of
Rs. 750/~ should be mised to cover equipments costing up o
Rs. 3000/~

(D) Cost of Winming and Prospecting Coal

In respect of all the expenditure laid out for searching
and for witining access to deposits, etc.. all expenses incliding
those on ahortive outlay should be treated as revenue ex-
penditure on the UK. pattern.

Extra Shift Allowance:

The proposed amendment does not allow extra shife
allowance 10 various indusiries including coal mining, It is
a welkknown fact that perhaps of all industries the mining,
particularly coal mining, has not been able 1o modernize or
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sophisticite its operation ro the extent that other Indian
industrics panicularly the mining industries of the developed
mations have been able to achieve:. The Fedemtion Com-
mirtee siromgly feels thar conditions m India being whae they
are the denial of extrs shift allowance is unjustified, The
following points may be considersd in favour of extra shift
allowance for the coal mining industry : —

(+) The coal mining i more hazardous than other min.
ing industries and as such deserves extra shift allow-
Ance.

(2) Various types of accidents, such as inundations, fires,
roof-falls, erc,; not only affect the plant and machinery,
bur also life of a mine.

(3) The cost of repairs and maintenance of plant and
equipments is continuous. Moreover, loss due 10
breakdown is very heavy and any breakdown, even of
4 minor nature, may affect the entire opemtion of
mine,

(4) Cost of replacing machinery ie so exhorbitant thar the
owner has to rely on repairs at the cost of efficienty
of the mine.

(5) Insurance premiums on collicries, machinery, equip-
ments and workmen's compensation are comparatively
very high.

Besides, coal is a wasting asser. Generally speaking no
land depreciates in value, but every ton of coal extracted re-
<uces the value of 3 mine and any impending closure of a
coal mine when' its reserves are exhausted creates a host of
problems.  The raising cost of coal increases every year owing
to cconomic conditions and various laws for welfare of
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workers and safety of mines. All these Eactors have, com-
pured with conditions in ather industries, resulted in a negli-
gible plough-back of the funds, thus affecting the develop-
ment of the mining industry,

The coal mines are working round the clock for three
shifts and to deprive the coal companies the extra shift allow-
ance in various items, listed particolarly in respecr of irems
under [B{10) “Mines and Quarries”, "Surface and under-
ground machinery”, etc.,, marked (NNESA) and on items
covered by IV(1), (5) and (7) of the Drafr Rules, would be
extremely unfair. The Federation Comminee, therciore.
trusts that the Government would be pleased o allow extra
shift allowance particularly for the above-memioned items.

The Committee of the Federation would also like 10 diaw
your anention to the face thar the life of all electrical machi-
nery particularly indigenous equipment used in the surface
and. underground is much shorter than that of the imported
ancs and, therefore, the rate of depreciation allowance for the
electrical machinery should be increased ar least from the
current rate of 10% to ax least 15%.

The Committee of the Federntion urges shat the pab-
lems attendant on the changing price Jevel and inflationary
trend and the need for giving ‘real capital' to the industry
by way of depreciation reserves should also be kept in mind
andl thar along with depreciation the oeed for other incen-
tives for intermal capital formation, viz. a higher mte for
development rebate and reducing the period for the sale of
assets which qualify for development rebate for eight 1o fve
years, should be considersd,
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VII. Loss sy Deats

The Committec of rthe Federation held an exigency
meeting on 6 May 1969 10 record its profound grief ar the
sudden death of Dr. Zakm Husamy, the highly  esteemed
President of India, on 3 May, The Committes adopted a
resolution describing Dr. Zakir Husain as the finest embodi-
ment of the country’s secular heritage, and: declared that in
his death the country had lost a great educarionist and
humanist.

The Committce regrets to report that death exacted
rather an unusually heavy toll during the year from amongsr
the membership of the Federation. The details are given
below:

(1) Sm Nacexograxams Moxpar, father of S Dhaja-
dhari Mondal, a Commitree Member of the Federation, died
on sz January 196g. The late Sri Mondal was associated
with & number of social and philanthropic organizations,

(2) Sk M. Sex Guera, who was the Chairman of the
Federation during the Golden Jubilee year 1963, the Presi-
dent of the Jharia Branch and a member of the Committes
for 23 years, passed away suddenly on“15 March 1969, The
late Sri Sen Gupta was also the Vice-President of the [haria
Mines Board of Health for teveral vears and was associated

with a number of public bodies and philanthropic  organi-
zatione, '

(3) Sm Demrajar | Cuascioas, Barrister-at-Law, who
was a member of the Commitiee in 1953, died suddenly on

21
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30 April 1969, He started his career as a Barristerat-Law in
the Bombay High Cour, later joining the coal business of
Lis family.

(4) Kustarn Pasvearivam Macag of Sgansore, who was
2 Committee member of the Federation from 1949 to 1954
died on g Seprember, The lare Sri Maliah was tlosely asso-
dated with & number of social and philanthropic organiza-
tions in the Ranigan] arei.

() Swm S. D. SuErm, who died on 8 September: 196q,
was the Founder-Chairman of the Shethia group of concerns,
Bhatat Salt and Chemical Indusrries (MundraKutch) and
alses Founder-Director of Saurashera Cement & Chemical In-
dusiries Lad. and Indian Coal Shipping Corporation Led. He
was a trustee of Bhowanipore Gujarati Education Society and
Trustee and Chairman of the Managing Commiittee of the
Gujaruti Education Society and Rajbai and Dharsmsi Memo-
fisl Trust. His son, Sri B. 8. Shethia, is a Committee mem-
her of the Federation.

~(6) Sm B, L, AcARWALLA, President, Indian Collicry
Owners' Association, died in Jharda on 18 November 1960,
He was a Jeadiog personality in the coal industry who was
equally conversant with the technical as well as commercial
side of the Industry, His sudden death is therefore a serious

loss 1o the Indusoy.
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The Committee of the Federation mourned the above
deaths by appropriate resolutions passed at its meetings,

V. K. Poddar, Chairman,

H. N. Mookherjee,
Vice-Chairmamn.

P. K. Nag,
Jr. ViceChairman.

N. B. Lall Singha,
Inder Mohan Thapar.
Mulchand C. Parekh.

5 B, Goenka,

Babulal M, Varma.
Pritamlal A. Chanchani,
Khagendranath Durr,

5. N. Mullick.
Sudhindranath Mukherjee,

Wathmul Bhuwalka

=8 Febnuary 1gjo.

B. 8, Shethia,

Dev Coomar Singhi.

B, ID. Sharma.

5. . Neotia.

Manmohan Kakar.
Dhajadhari Mondal.
Dinendranath Dash,

8. K. Saraogi,

]J: C. Worah.

Sriram Goenka,

Nirmal Kumar Jain.
Subhendranath Mookherjec.

M. Das, Sccretary.
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VIIL. STATISTICS

STATEMENT SmowinG Rammwgs awp Desearciies o CoaL
i Inpia Durmo 1968 axp 1969,

5.71 | Provisional

Ralsings
1964 1969
6,418,030 6,867,200.
6,302 317 6,265,435

429 766 6,583,649
5,339,940 6,877,179
6,511,047 B,911,321
5,962,026 6.43
5,965 6.47
5,861,887 6.32
6,014,740 6.21
6,011,540 631
6,450,210 640
6,268,400 6.73

74,926,400 78.37
Dcspm:lu:;

1966 1969
5,557,585 6,029 406
5,521,160 5,632,071
5,760,695 6,078,428
5,543,125 6,179,117
5,583,579 6.117,370
5,166,193 5.97
5,285 667 5.83
5,454,800 5.83
5,620,659
3,745 207 B2
5,635,667 5.90
5,827,145 5.70

66,751 492 70.69

Provisional
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Statemext Snmowise Fierowise Ramivcs, Desratcres
AxD Srocks or Coar,

I. Rainngs :
Name of Fields

Andhra
Assam & Nagalands
Jammu & Kashmir
West Bengal

Bihar

Maharasun

Madhya Pradesh
Rajasthan
Madras =

TortaLn

II.  Desputches :
Name of Fields

Assamn & Nagalands
Jammu & Eashmir

West Bengal
Bihar AL

1967 1968 1969+
4,168,535 3,968,712 1,514,350
489,698 507,747 232,878
= 4,102 5,545
20,035,080 20,071,086 8,565,604
30,251,731 31,795,925 14,909,433
1,337,508 1,561,643 777,029
1,171,086 1,305,053 576,630
10,765,205 11,587,252 5,080,917
2,057 3,733 6l
2,927,350 4,121,147 1,842,337
71143,250 74926400 383,504,784
1967 1968 1969+
3,837,947 3,853,207 1438790
408 912 511,166 934 777
i 7,001 8,162
18679918 18811907 8,161,250
24619241  25400,523 11,972,582
1,329,708 1,519,542 746,546
1,100,275 1,257,962 590,609
10,553,862 11,277,410 5,054,131
3421 3,607 64
2,927,560 4,100,147 1,829,337
63,550,844 66,751,492 30,036,392

* January to May 1969,
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III. Camparative Statemient Showing Stocks of Goal
ay in 1967, 1968 and 1969

Name of Fields
Andhra

Assam & Nagalands
Jammu & Kashmir
West Bengal

Bihar

Maharashtra

Origsa

Madhya Pradesh ...

Rajasthan

Madras

Torar

1967 1968 1060+
944,515 1,007,631  1,035677
1.972 4,601 2,037
. 8,550 5,452
1,516,421 1,274,890 1,108,461
2,522,675 2,783,150 3,164,237
27,470 49,284 65,599
241,783 217,113 169,219
483,128 607,851 485,211

01 a —

= 32,000 33,000
5578065 5,985,078 6,069,793

* 31 May 1969.
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ALroTaENT AND LOADING

Comparative Daily  Average Wagon Loadin
g by Eastern
and South Eastern Railways in 1968 & Iﬁlﬁ:;u

Janary
February ‘
March e
Apwil
May
June
July
August -
September .,
October
Novembier
December

Average of the

E. Rly.

1068

e 4,351
we 4,310

4,523

= 4978
SRS Sk
-+ 4017
o 4,064
wa #1249

+H773
4,801

—
.o 4,469

& 404

1969

4,783
5,146
4,984
4,741
4,589
4,436
4,644
4,601
4,845
4,778
4,813
4,618

4,748

5.E. Rly.

1968

1,565
1,510
1,456
1,526
1,437
1,325
1484
1,391
1,528
1,526
1,583
1,603

1,495

19649

1,657
1,675
1,642
1,686
1,695
1,646
1,622
1,614
1,734
1,524
1,509
1,553

1,630

Tatal

1968

5,816
6,011
5,989
5,904
5,775
5,342
5,548
5,634
6,301
6,327
5,967
6,072

5,899

1969

G 440
6,821
5,626
6,427
6,284
6,062
6,266
6,215
6,579
6,502
6,322
6,173

6,378

AvERace DALY Auromsent AN LoAntc ov Caan

Wagons ¢ Wesr BExgAL axp Britag CoatFmELps

Year

1959
1860
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

Allotmeny

et

4,039
4,474
4,902
5,268
5,733
5,439
5,018
5,864
5,958
6,026
6,522

Loading

4013
4,335
4,768
5,092
3,620
5,332
5,793
5,784
5,792
5,899
6,378
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Caapewne (Coking) RAmNGS, DESPATCIES AND Srocks
oF Coar 15 West Bexoar axp Bman Fieros
DurinG THE YEAR 1968,

(In million. tonnes)

Grade Raidings Dispatches Stacks
‘Al 0,362 0,351 0.009
B 0.178 0.171 0.012
C 1.042 0.987 0.016
D 0.931 (.873 0.057
E 2.459 2,280 0.032
F 3.840 3.701 0,253
G 2.548 2.589 0,099
H 2.120 1.767 0.045
HH 3.390 2509 0,300
ToraL 16.870 15.037 0.623
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Taexps 1% Propormion or Sorr Coxe axp Hawp Coxs

Year

HARD CORE

Saft Coke | Bee-Hive |[Bye-Product| Total

1960-61 1,754,148 186,976 497 433 684,400
1961-62 1,844,808 | 277,408 | 588,404 | 865812
1962-63 9,152,660 | 317,752 | 602,332 | 920,084
1963-64 2,333,773 452 324 624,913 | 1,077,367
1964-65 2,244,993 [ " 614,149, | 1,106,539
1965-66 2,727,748 | 584m0 | 593,778 | 1,146,713
1966-67 9,918,357 | 566,000 | 625,011 | 1,191,011
1967-68 2828421 | 520,642 | 612,194 | 1,181,790
1968-69

April '68 197,468 47,370 46,038 93,417
May '68 199.935 43,279 48.345 91,624
June "68. 192,058 38,654 46,743 a5,397
July '65 273,413 51,589 47,750 99,349
Asgust '68 037,057 | 49,907 47,932 97,839
September't | 208,974 42,775 48,845 61,620
Qciober *68 285,373 39,405 49,771 89,176
November ‘68| 241,788 50,893 50,025 100,918
December '68 52,681 | 106,130
January 69 57,579 89,283
February '69 56,666 108,549
Total for ¢ o
months 552,375 | 1,069,302

—
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