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PREFACE

. Thue anterican musruat or Natural History has cxceprionally fine
collections from the Norchwest Coast of America, particularly from
the Indian groups of the norchern half of thae region, thar is, from the
cuasts of British Columbia and southeast Alaska. A good pare of this
material was collecred in the closing decades of the nincreenth century
when the Indians preserved ancient pateerns and standards of values
to a considerable extent, and there were still many expert practitioners
of the rich and distinguished aboriginal art. Porriuns of these collections
were made in conncerion with expeditions spansored by the Amer-
ican Museum of Narural History for the purpese of studying the
colorful, vigorous native civilization of the area. The purpose of the
present work is not, however, to present a catalogue of the collecrions,
nor is it to serve a5 a simple guide to them in the ordinary sense. Its
aim is to skerch in the cultural background of the specimens by relar-
ing briefly not only how the various macerial objects were made and
used, but recounting something of the general way of life of the mak-
ers and users. It therefore discusses ar sume length a variety of
aspeets of culture that cannor of themselves be displayed in a museum
case: social customs, religious beliefs, and eeremonial patcerns. The
aim is to make the specimens on exhibition more meaningful by de-
seribing the way in which they formed a part of the lives of the aborig-
inal people of the Northwest Coast,

Only fragments are to be found today of the aboriginal civiliza-
vions described in these pages. Many of the Indians of the coast are
nowadays commercial fishermen and loggers. Most of them are more
ar home with gasoline and Diesel engines chan with the eanoes of their
forefathers. Membership in one or another Christian church is uni-
versal. The ancienc are style has very nearly disappeared. Men no
longer have time to carve and paine when they have to make a living
in the comperitive modern society, Here and there a few relics of
ancient patterns have been preserved more or less deliberately. Some
groups occasionally still give festivals and feasrs in the ancient pot-
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vi PREFACE
laech tradition; others retain certain of the ancient social forms, such
as the clan organization. A few Chilkar Tlingic women weave the tradi-
tional type of robe. Among other groups che women seill make bas-
ketey or cedarbark mats. Bur aside from these fragments and the
people’s pride in their identity as Indians, Northwest Coast culwure
must be regarded as having disappeared, engulfed by thar of the mod-
ern United Stares and Canada.

Philip Drucker
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ONE

INTRODUCTION

THE LAND

A Loxg e shores of northwestern North America from Yakutar Bay
in southeast Alaska to Trinidad Bay on the coast of present northern
California, lived 2 number of Indian groups whe participated jointly in 2
unique and rich culture, It is an anthropological eruism that development
of complex, or “high,” culture among primirive peoples is linked with,
or, better, results from the notable increase in economic productivity
that accompanics the invention or acquisition of agriculrural tech-
niques, and within limits, the domestication of animals. This can be
documented by archacological evidence from various early eenters
of high civilization—the Middle East, the Indus Valley, Middle
America. The expansion of the economic base effected by agriculture
raiscs the general standard of living, permits increased seteled popula-
tions, provides more leisure time to cultivate the ares, to elaborare on
religious, social, and political conceprs, and to perfect the material
aspects of culture: tools, dwellings, utensils, textiles, ornaments, and
the rest. The culure of the Northwest Coast, therefore, seems o be
an anomaly, for it was a eivilization of the so-called “hunting-and-
gathering” type, without agriculture (except for a few instances of
tobaceo growing), and possessing no domesticated animals other
than the dog. In other words, the natives of the MNorthwest Coast, like
the rude Paiuce of Nevada, the Australian aborigines, and others of
B



3 jMDIANS OF THE HORTHWEST COAST

the simpler cultures the world over, were cntirely and dircetly de-
pendent on natural products for their livelihood, That they were able
to ateain their high level of civilizarion is due largely to the amaz-
ing wealth of the patural resources of their area, From the sea and
rivers, fish—five species of Pacific salmon, halibut, cod, herring, smele,
and the famous olachen or wcandlefish™ (this last so rich in oil thar 2
dricd one with a wick threaded through it burns like a candle), and
other species too numerous to mention—could be taken in abundance,
Some of these fish nppcared only seasonally, but were easy to pre-
serve. The sea also provided a rremendous quantity of edible mol-
lusks; “when the tide goes out the table is ser,” as the saying gocs.
More specracular was the marine game: hair seal, sea lion, sea otter,
porpoise, and even whale. On shore, land game too abounded. Vege-
table foods were less plentiful, although many species of wild ber-
ries were abundant in their scason. In other words, the bounty of na-
ture provided that which in most other parts of the world man must
supply for himself through agriculture and stock raising: a surplus
of foodsrufis so great thar even a dense population had an abundance
of leisure to devore to the improvement and claboration of its cul-
tural heritage.

The Northwest Coast is a unit, not only in its aboriginal culture
patterns, bur geographically as well. The Japanese Current offshore
muoderates the climare so that extreme and prolonged cold does not
pceur even in the higher latitudes. The same ocean stream releases
vast amounts of water vapor that is blown onshore by the prevailing
winds, condenses on rising over the coastal mountains and hills, and
produces the characteristic heavy rainfall of the arca. Consequently,
innumerable screams and small rivers with their sources in the Coast
Range Aow o the sca, as do the major drainage systems like the
Columbia, the Fraser, and the Skeena, with sources east of the moun-
tains, Likewisc, the heavy precipitation produces a dense specialized
vegeration, consisting mainly of thick stands of conifers—Douglas
fir, various spruces, red cedar, yellow cedar, yew, and, at the south-
ern tip of the area, coast redwood. Deciduous trees are smaller and
mare scatrered, but include several hardwoods, such as maple and
vak, 2nd the soft but even-grained alder.

The terrain is of two major types, which gra e into each other
in the Gulf of Georgia-Puger Sound region. In the north, the Coast
Range is composed of towering mountains of raw, naked rock. Deep
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INTRODUCTION 3

cafions, gouged out by glacial flow and turbulent streams, cur into
them. A general subsidence in ancient geological times has “drowned”
many of these valleys and cafions, producing long narrow fiords
flanked by sheer cliffs rising hundreds of feer. The scenery is spee-
racular; travel, except by water and over a few rare passes, is pain-
ful and slow. As one goes southward the rerrain changes until, around
upper Puget Sound and the Oregon and norchwestern Californian
coasts, onc sees steep but rounded coast hills, not mountaing; estuaries
resulting from the building up of sand bars form at river mouths, in-
dicating the gentler gradients of the luwer portions of the stream beds.

The areal fauna, like everything else, is highly specialized. Varie-
ties and abundance of marine forms have been mentioned. The prin-
cipal large game animals were deer, ellk, and, on the mainland from
the Gulf of Georgia northward, mountain goats. Where long north-
ern fiords cut entirely or partially chrough the Coast Range, hunters
had access to subarctic faunal asemblages, including caribou and
moose. Coastal carnivores included chiefly wolf, black and grively
bear, and brown bear in the north, mountain lion, and a variety of
amall fur bearers: beaver, mink, marten, and land otrer, among others.
A number of intriguing problems related to the diseriburions of land
species, especially in the island areas along the Inland Passage, though
they have lictle connection with areal culture pateerns, are of pass-
ing interest. For example, on the Queen Charlotee Islands there were
black bear and a type of small caribou, but no grizzly bear or deer,
{The modern deer population has descended from a few pairs im-
ported by white sertlers some forty or fifty years ago.) On Vancouver
leland deer, ellk, wolf, mountain lion, and black bear, among the
larger forms, occurred, bur neither mountain goat nor grizzly. A
small “black bear” with an all-white coar, known as Kermode's bear,
was found in the vicinity of Princess Royal Island, and apparently
nowhere else. Up the coast, nearly every major island from Ad-
miralty Island norch seems to have its own distinctive subspecies of
Alaskan brown bear. It is possible that the deer population of north-
western California tended to show much greater color variation than in
other areas. To return from oddities of distributions to the general
faunal picture, the Pacific flyway follows the coast for a great part
of its length, and enormous flighrs of waterfowl of many species flew
along it on their annual migrational round.

Few modern students of human society will subseribe to a theory
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of environmental determinism of culmre, Yet, while the geographi-
eal background of aboriginal Northwest Coast civilization can by
no means be said to have defined the culoure patterns of the area, it
ean be shown to have had a certain influence, by permiming, and
even inducing, development along some lines, and inhibinng that
along others. Some of the environmentally affected cultural elabora-
tions are ineluded among the patterns that make the arcal cultre as
a whole distincrive, as compared with other native civilizations of
Morth America. It is true enough that in other equally important area-
wide patrerns no environmental factors can be derecred, bur those in
which the physical sctting played a part are worth diseussing.
Marine resources may be considered first. We have scen thar
they were tremendously rich, and in addition, parcly seasonal (that
is, the “runs” of ecertain important species of fish, such as salmon,
herring, smele, and olachen, occur for a limited period each year).
The abundance of these resources made a relatively dense popula-
tion possible, once techniques had been devised to exploic them
properly. Even more basically, it favored the orientation of the areal
culrure toward the warer—the river and sea—with a consequent in-
terest in development of water transport, that is, development of
vessel construction and navigation. In fact, in the northern, more
rugged half of the area it scems probable that a certain minimum
proficieney in canoemanship must have been essential to the earliest
human occupancy; it is difficult to see how people could have sur-
vived without it. At the same time, it is possible to interprer the
richness of the fisheries resource as a limidng factor also: concen-
erated, as the “runs’ of salmon and the ather fish were, ar the upper
ends of bays and channels, or along the beaches, they may have re-
stricted interest in warer transport to the foreshore, It is cerrain thar
the Indians of the Northwest Coast were not deep-tca navigarors
in the same sense as the Vikings or the Polynesians. They sailed along
the coast, from point to poine, and hated ro ger our of sight of land.
Another fearure of the narural environment that affected culture
growth was the seasonal aspeet of the principal “harvesss” of fish,
This made for periods of intense activiry, pur a premivm on the
development of techniques for the preservation of foodstuffs, and,
once such techniques had been developed, permiteed lengthy periods
of leisure, In fact, once adequate preservarion techniques had been
developed, not only was there opportunity for leisure, but there was
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a certain force for seasonal immobility; even a large family group
is unlikely to faver a nomadic way of life if they have half a ton of
dried salmon to lug around with them. This leisure and temporary
immabilicy was wrilized by the Indians of our area for the develap-
ment of art and ceremonialism. Here of course is where the serietly
environmental interpretations of culture break down, The particu-
lar fields of interest that were seized on were determined by historical
and social factors of human culeure, and not by environment ar all,
All the environment did was to make possible the development of
economic techniques that permitted considerable leisure, How that
leisure was utilized was not defined by the natural secting—as far
as environmental forces were concerned it might as well have been
spent at studies of mathematics or crossword puzzles. The impor-
tant thing is thar the natural resources were such that they permicted
the expansion of some luxury aspects of culture.

Another environmenrally favored development was that of
woodworking. As will be brought our, there were undoubredly
historical factors involved in the original interest in this activity,
bue the faet char che foreses of che Northwest Coast were amply sup-
plied with an abundance of readily worked woods made elaboracion
of this crafr possible, and even might be said to have offered a certain
inducement to such elaboration. Wood was beyond all question the
most abundane type of marerial available. Moreover, other materials
suitable for technological developments were scarce.

Some inhibiting factors of the environment may be pointed our,
In the northern half of the area, unquestionably because of the
roughness of the terrain, land hunting was a luxary activity, not a
major ficld of economic endeavor. Another example: the mountainous
northern coasts were formed of massive blocks of tough igneous
rocks; work in stone was of minar importance throughout the ares
as a consequence, since stone thar lent iwself 1o working was relatively
rare. There are exceprions. A very tractable form of slare oceurs
at a few localities in the Queen Charlotee [slands, bur given the gen-
eral absence of a stoneworking pateern, little or no use was made of it
until historic times broughr new cultural stimuli. Again, the northern
half of the area has lictle land suitable for agriculeure. Agriculture is
a very minor form of economy today. Even if, in aboriginal times,
conraces with agricultural areas had made possible the introduction
of the art (as far as we know, there were no such direct conracts), it
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could never have had much effect on nacive culture, at least in the
north. Even though there was a much-dispured plant—a robacco
or one resembling tobacco—supposed to have been cultivared in the
Queen Charlotte Islands, and a true native tobacco was planted and
harvested along the lower Klamath River in modern California,
agriculture could never have reached a point where it would have
modificd the prevailing fishing and sea-hunting economy of the
©Oast.

We may summarize our survey of the natural serting as fol-
lows: There were certain permissive factors in the environment that
allowed eultural developments in cermin aspects of native culture.
Some of these—dependence on exploitation of marine resources,
claboration of canoe navigation, emphasis on woodworking—came
to be distinctive of the areal culture. Some negative characreristics
of the area, such as minor importance of land hunting, very rudimen-
tary development of stoneworking, and the like, are due to inhibir-
ing factors of the narural scene which did not provide adequate ma-
terials. However, many other fearures of coastal eulture thar served
to mark it off as different from most other Indian civilizations of
MNorth America can be traced only to historical factors, or to the
selection of cerrain solutons to problems posed by functonal re-
lationships of strictly euloural, not environmeneal, phenomena,

THE PEOFPLE

Along this rllggm:l bue bountiful eoast lived a number of Indian na-
tions who differed among themselves somewhat in physical character-
isties, differed considerably in language, but shared a number of
fundamental cultural patrerns thar, in combination, comprised North-
west Coast civilization. It must be noted thar here, as elsewhere
throughout dhis boak, the term “nation” is used with certain rescrva-
tions, for as will be explained below, there were no nations in the
modern political sense, There awere groups, however, who spoke the
same language or dialect of that language, who resembled each other
more closely in demils of culrure than they did cheir neighbors of
alien speech, and who consisted of independent local groups, tribes,
or even confederacies, but who were without any sort of over-all
“national” political authority or even sense of political uniry.
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Beginning our enumeration of Northwest Coast peoples in the
north (map, Fig. 1), the Tlingit, consisting of fourteen rribal divi-
sions, occupied the coast from Yakurar Bay ro Cape Fox. They spoke
a language believed by most linguists to be related to the Athapascan
stock of the interior. Shurtly before the opening of the historic pe-
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riod they were pressing westward, Some of their divisions, probably
the Yakurat, had driven the Chugachmiur Eskimo off Kayak Island,
and the same or some related tribe established an outpost among the
linguistically (distantly) relaced Eyak of the mouch of the Copper
River, A small Tlingie-speaking group, the Tagish, on Tagish and
Marsh lakes (inland from the Chilkar Tlingit), possessed a culture
of completely interior, not coastal, pattern, and were apparently an
Arhapascan people who were in the process of becoming Tlingir-ized
through aboriginal trade contacts, According to tradition, the an-
cestors of some of the Tlingir clans once lived o the south, around
the mouth of the Skeena, and subsequently moved northward. Ocher
ancestral divisions migrated from the interior, following the Stikine
River to the sea. If the rraditions are o be believed, they reached
salt warer only after a perilous journey under a glacier char bridged
a seetion of the river,

The Haida, whe also spoke a language believed to be related
to Athapasean, although differing from Tlingit, inhabired the Queen
Charlotte Islands, and the southern parc of Prince of Wales Island
in Alagka. It is said that the Alaskan Haida, known as the Kaigani,
drove out some Southern Tlingit tribe or tribes a liccle more chan
two centurics ago. There are two principal dialectic divisions among
the Haida. These are called “Masser” and “Skidegate” afrer two im-
portant centers where the speakers of each assembled during his-
toric times, following the sharp decline of the population, Most if
not all the Kaigani came from the norchern or Masser-speaking vil-
lages. Haida rraditions relate thar some of their ancestors—those be-
longing to the Eagle phratry (of which more later)—ecame from the
mainland, but claim that the other Haida, whom the newcomers
found living on the islands, had been there since the creation of the
world.

The Tsimshian nation lived on the mainland and the adjacent
islands. Fach of the three major subdivisions spoke a slightly diver-
gene dialect, and differed somewhar coleurally. The first were the
WNiska, or Nass River tribes. The second, the Coast Tsimshian, con-
sisted of fourteen tribes who held salmon-fishing villages on the
lower Skeena River, and olachen-fishing grounds on the lower Nass.
Nine of these eribes had separate winrer willages along Medakarla
Pass, just off the modern city of Prince Rupert, and three had wineer
villages, one off the mouth of the Skeena, the other two to the south,

[ —
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Two Coast Tsimshian tribes, the Kieselas and Kisamxelam, wintered
in their villages just below the eafion of the Skeena, The third major
division, the Gitksan, inhabired eighe villages above the cafion.

Some linguists classify the Tsimshian language with a proposed
linguistic stock, as yer not certainly defined, for which they sug-
gest the name “Penurian.™ The nearese fellow speakers of chis stock
were to be found far o the south, within che limits of modern Wasgh-
ington, Oregon, and California. According to Tsimshian tradicion,
most of their divisions came originally from a legendary place ealled
Temlaxam (“Tum-=la-ham™), “Prairie Town," located somewhere
far up the Skeena. We are on surer ground when we consider more
recent evenrs: after the Hudson's Bay Company built Forr Simpson
in 1834, the nine tribes who wintered on Metlakata Pass shifred
their winter quarters to Fore Simpson. In 1887 a large group, mainly
from Fort Simpson, who were followers of the encrgeric missionary
William Duncan, moved to a site on Annette Island, Alaska, where
their descendants seill live.

South of the Tsimshian were the Kwakiodl, with three major
dialectic divisions: that spoken by the Haisla of Gardner and Douglas
channels in the norch, a second dialeetr ealled Heilesuk, and Southern
Kwakiutl. The Heilesuk-speakers consisted of the Naihais, the Bella
Bella of Milbanke Sound, a historic eonfederarion of several formerly
independent tribes and loeal groups, and the Wikeno of Rivers
Inler. The traditional origin tales of all these people claim Rivers
Inlet and lower Burke and Dean channels as their original homeland.
The Haisla, for example, maintain thar their ancestors came overland
from Rivers Inler. Afrer sercling ar the old sire of Kiramar, they in-
corporated a wandering Tsimshian clan. It is interesting to note thar
the names of their prim:ipal villages, “Kiramar™ and "Kit]upe,“ are
Tsimshian, not Heiltsuk words; a possible interpretation is thar cheir
ancestors infiltrared a2 Tsimshian arca and engulfed the former
pecupants {contradicting the traditional claim that the Haisla were
there first), The Xaihais consisted of a number of independent local
groups who, a5 a result of their lack of political unity, were being
ground to bits between the warlike Coast Tsimshian and their own
cqually warlike Bella Bella relatives. The Bella Bella tribes seem to
have held their own against all comers. Their drastic historic de-
cline in population was effected by disease, racher than enemy suc-
cesses. The present Wikeno represent a historic amalgamation of the
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original Wikeno of the Inler, with the remnants of two tribes: the
MNohuntsick and the Somehulitk, of the vpper and lower ends of
Wikeno Lake, respecrively.

The Bella Coola villages were located in che upper reaches of
Dyean and Burke channels and the lower parts of the Bella Coola
River valley. These people spoke a Salishan language, fairly closely
allied to the speech of the Coast Salish to the south, from whom they
were separated by a considerable distance. Bella Coola traditions assere
that this nation was ereated at the beginning of the world in the
same locality (which we have just defined) where Alexander Mae-
kenzie found them in 1793, However, in view of their linguisric
affiliations, it seems more probable thar their ancestors splic off from
the main body of Salish and migrated to their northern locarion.
Various aspeets of Bella Coola culture suggese either thar they have
been exposed to Heilsuk influences a relanvely shore ome or, more
likely, thae they were remarkably eonservative in cerrain culrure trairs.
Their material culture, their ceremonials, and cheir mythology checle
almost point for point with those of their Heiltsuk neighbors, In the
field of social organization, however, particularly with respect to
rank and social status, they have apparently rerained ro a grear ex-
tent the amorphous, loosely organized Salish patterns racher than the
preciscly and rigidly defined ones of their neighbors.

The Southern Kwakiutl eonsisted of a large number of inde-
pendent local groups and tribes necupying the bays and inlets around
Queen Charlotte Sound and the entire northern end of Vancouver
Island, as far south as Cape Cook. Like the Bella Coola, they insist
thae their ancestors were creared in the region they now occupy; the
possibilitics are that they have occupied it for a considerable length
of time. There is lictle evidence of any major populacion shifts among
them, other than the expansion of the southcrnmose tribe, the Le-
kwiltok, ineo the Cape Mudge area ar the expense of the Salishan
Comox, and the separarion of the Marilpe from the Forr Rupert
confederacy. The Lekwiltok deserve special mention as one of the
most warlike groups of the entire coast. Their original rerritory
dominared Yucluea Rapids and Seymour MNarrows, passes berween
Vancouver Island and the mainland, They exacted tribute or at-
racked anyone who traveled these roads, whether the party was a
peaceful one going on a trading expedition or to a potlarch, or whether
it was a Haida war party bent on slave raiding in Puger Sound. They
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were, of course, frequently ateacked in retaliation, bur always gave
a good account of thenselves,

On the southwest coast of Vancouver Island, or as it is locally
known, the “West Const,” and on Cape Flarcery, the extreme up
of the present state of Washingron, live the Nootka, The Nootka
language is distantly related to Kwalkiutl; in fact, linguists consider
thar the two represent a single stock rermed the Wakashan, It has
been suggested that chis stock, together with Salish and some ather
languages of the interior, may ultimarely be relared ro Algonkian, a
relationship that has not yer been demonstrared. There were two,
or possibly three, dialecric divisions of Nootka—Nootka proper,
spoken by the people from Cape Cook down to Barkley Sound—and
Mirinar-Malkah. It has not been established as yer whether Nirina
and Makah were minor variants of a single dialect, or whether they
warrant separarion into two distiner dialecrs. The Nootka possessed
a specialized form of Northwest Coast culture—one exeremely well
adapred to the region. Only they (aside from a few neighbors of the
Makah who learned the art from that last-named division) honced
the largest game on the coast—whales, Their basic cance pattern
was widely copied, and Nootka-made canoes were boughr with
eagerness by most of their neighbors beeause of cheir excellent lines
and seaworthiness, The only rerritorial changes known to us from
historical records or eraditions are inrernal ones in which one Nootka
local group or tribe exterminated or dispossessed another in order to
acquire the vicrims' territorics,

The land of the Coase Salish, aside from that of the Bella Coola,
included the circumference of the Gulf of Georgia, Puger Sound, a
good portion of the Olympic Peninsula, and most of western Wash-
mgron, down to Chinook rerritory at the mouth of the Columbia
River. One Salishan group, the Tillamook, resided south of the Co-
lumbia on the Oregon coase. As the name indieates, these Salish-speak-
ing people were part of a larger linguistic entity, the bulk of whom
lived in the interior to the cast of the Cascades, This coast versus
inland division appears to have been correlated with a major dia-
lectic break, as well as with a differentiation berween cultures of
coast and inlind genre. Grear diversitics of minor dialectic vari-
ants are recognized among the Coast Salish—the inhabitants of al-
most every drainage system, or at most, rwo or three contiguous val-
leys, had their own subdialects. There was a cerrain amount of inter-
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course between these coast people and their interior relatives. It is
generally assumed that the coast divisions were relatively late en-
trants into the area, pushing down the Fraser River and spilling over
the Cascades into western Washington. Sueh scant archaeological
evidence as &5 available corroborates this theory, although the length
of time the Salish have lived along the coast is not yer known.

A number of small enclaves of linguistically diverse groups oc-
cupicd western Washington. On either side of the Nootkan Makah on
the tip of Cape Flattery lived small divisions—the Chemakum on the
Strairs, and the Quileure on the Pacific Coast. Both of these spoke
closely relared languages, or dialects of the same rongue, but one
not closely related to any other narive North American language,
although some authoritics suggest a distane affiliation to a propaosed
group thar includes Salishan, Wakashan, and Algonkian. The Che-
makum became extinet too early for us to salvage any significant
amount of linguistic or culural dara. We know that the Quileute
borrowed heavily en the cultural side from their Makah neighbors,
so that in hiscoric rimes they varied from the Makah only slightly.
A now extinct group, the Klatskanie, is reporred to have held a sizable
tract of territory in the midst of the Salish Chehalis. We know vir-
wually nothing of this group, excepr that they spoke an Athapascan
tongue. Presumsably, they were culturally fairly similar to their
Salish and Chinook neighbors. They were reputed to have been very
warlike. Some time during the early historic perod, they are re-

rred to have moved from their territory on the Chehalis River
across the Columbia to take up residence on the Clarskanie River in
nt Oregon. Another small Arhapascan-spesking enclive, the
Kowalhiokwa, about whom even less is known, held a trace along the
Willapa River. One wonders if they may not have been a subdivision
of the Klatskanic,

Along the lower Columlia, from The Dalles down to the sea, lived
the various divisions of the Chinook. The exace relarionship of their
language to any other is unknown, although affiliation with the pro-
posed widespread Penutian stock has been suggested. The grear fame
of the Chinook nation stemis from the fact that they were middlemen
in aboriginal trade north and south along the coast and between the
eoast and the interior. They traded slaves from the Californian hin-
terland up the coast for Nootka canoes and the prized dentalium
shells, and exchanged many other producrs as well. It was through
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their hands that the strings of dentalia from the west coast of Van-
couver Islind eventually reached the Plains tribes east of the Rackies.

The central coast of Oregon, south of Tillamook terricory, was
occupied by several small groups now virtually extinet—the Alsea, the
Siuslaw, the Coos, and the Umpqua. Very little information is available
on these tiny divisions. Such as there is has been collected from in-
formants who lived their lives in the cultural hodgepodge of Silerz
and Grande Ronde reservations, on which all the Indians of western
Oregon were assembled and rhrown into intmate conracr in the 1 8508,
Culturally these small tribes seem 1o have stood midway between the
Salish-Chinook patterns and these of northwestern California; if any-
thing, they inclined slightly more toward the former.

Another segment of the Athapascan linguistic family lived in
southwestern Oregon, Villages of these people, who were sometimes
referred to as the Tolowa-Turumni, afrer two of the berrer-known
divisions, were situared along every stream course from the upper
Umpqua to Smith River in northern California, These groups were
culturally marginal to—that is to say, in many respeets pallid imita-
tions of—the civilization of the lower Klamath River. In this last-
named region, representatives of three linguistic stocks—che Yurok
of proven Algonkian affiliation, the Hupa of the Athapasean family,
and the Karok of uncertain relationship—shared a ser of cultural par-
rerns modified from the basic motifs of the Northwest Coast and
elaborated in a nomber of unique ways. Their civilization, simple
and poor as it may seem in comparison with that of the northern
tribes, was complex indeed as compared with that of their Oregon
coastal neighbors and most of the native groups of California,

These, then, were the Indian nations participating in the unique
patterns of the civilization of the Northwest Coast. Each group’s
manifestations of the fundamental motifs of areal eulture differed a
bir. All were not of the same intensity. Some groups were obviously
borrowers, not elaborators, of ideas. Some may even have been
“Johnny-come-latclies” 1o the coastal scene. Yer all shared and ueilized
a series of concepts thae, like the weft strands in weaving, connect
the various elements—in this context the local cultural varans—into
a unit distinctive and unique among native American cultures,
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PREHISTORY

The prehistory of the Northwest Coast, from which we may hope
to learn the sources and development of the areal culture, has received
relatively lictle attention up to this time. Excavations carried our
around the turn of the century at sites along the lower Fraser River
and on southeastern Vancouver Island indicated thar there were ar
least rwo or three distinet cultural horizons there. The lower and
older horizon was associated with skeletal remains of a longheaded
papulation, quite different from the recent and historie Coast Salish.
The latest level conrained human remains of a broadheaded type, that
resembled both the modern Coast Salish and che Interior Salish. This
sirnation eorroborates the assumption, based on linguistic and culraral
grounds, that the Coast Salish were, relatively speaking, newcomers
on the coasr, having pushed their way out from the interior. These
carly rescarches did not suceeed in defining any cultural differences
associated with the population change. However, current studies in
this region and in lower Puget Sound indicate that several marked
cultural changes oceurred and can be defined by vse of precise mod-
ern archacological rechniques, Interestingly, the earliese horizon found
appears to represent 4 culture oriented toward the sea and the oriliza-
tion of marine resources, particularly the hunting of sca manmals,
Considerable use was made of one-piece toggling harpoon heads of
forms surprisingly like basic Eskimo patterns, used on bone fore-
shafes, and points and knives of ground slate. Heavy woodworking
tools are absent on chis early level, suggesting to one investigarar that
some sort of light composite warer erafr—possibly even skin-covered
kayaklike vessels—may have been used. This carly partern was suc-
ceeded by others in which interior culture traits beeame more promi-
nent, and the dominantly maritime aspect of the earliest culture was
lost.

To the northward, only one extensive survey has been made.
It produced no definitive results as to culture growth, bue did demon-
steate that archacological sites are numerous, large, and deep, indi-
cating a fairly lengthy occupation by people whose economy and
material culture (particularly the canoe navigaton complex) were
oriented very much as were those of the Indians of carly historic
times. Since many of these sites can be identified by modern Indians
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and from early historical aceounts as well, they offer an excellent
opportunity to take advantage of the direct historical approach,
working back from known identifiable cultures to the more ancient
ones.

Somewhar more archacological work has been done along the
Columbia and the coast to the south, An investigation of the Dalles-
Deschures region indicates cither that the Upper Chinook adopted
patterns derived from che coast in relatively lace times, or that they
pushed upriver, driving out a group or groups whose cultare was
essentially of interior type.

At the extreme south of the area, on Trinidad Bay, a sequence
of three horizons has been found so far: the uppermost, dating from
historic rimes, is preceded by a late prehistoric period, and the lacter
by an carly prehistoric stratum. Ac this writing full information is not
available as to whether the two lower levels represent a developmental
sequence or the replacement of one culture by a completely differcnt
One.

With the still scant amount of concrete evidence supplied by
the archacologist’s shovel, trowel, and brush, it is uscless to speculare
at length on prehistoric sequences and developments. However, it
may be pointed our chat while ir might have been theoretically pos-
sible for interior peoples gradually to have worked their way down-
stream o become the first human inhabitants of the northern Cali-
fornia, Oregon, and Washington littorals, and of the Puger Sound-
lower Fraser region, the fist occupants of the rugged rockbound
coasts to the north must, in all likelihood, have arrived with a sizable
inventory of culture traits adapred to coast life: adequare canoe
navigation, with all the appurrcnances, knowledge, and skills for
navigaring those rough warers; tools and techniques for marine fish-
ing and hunting and the like, if they were to survive. In other words,
the sea-hunnng early euloure recently identified in the lower Fraser
region may have been the basic partern for the entire coast. Later
entrants might, and no doubr did, come from che interior, and were
able to exploir the eoastal resources by adopting the implements and
techniques of the original population. Tt is to be hoped that eventually
enough carcful scientific work may be done throughour the area
to clarify the problems of the origins and growth of its unique cul-
ture,
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PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY *

From the land of the Tlingit south to the Fraser River, or possibly
to the Puger Sound-Olympic Peninsula region, the Indians shared,
and srill share, cerrain similarities of appearance, They tend to range
from tall to medium starure, with group means from about 5 feet
8 inches, in the north, to § feer 3 inches (173 o 162 centimerers),
and are rather “stocky” in body eonformation, with broad muscular
chests and shoulders. As a rule they have broad heads (that is, heads
which are wide in relation to length) and broad faces. An especially
noteworthy characteristic s lightness of skin color. Unexposed (thar
is, un-sunburned) areas of the body are scarcely distinguishable in
shade from the skin of many brunet Europeans. This is definirely not
a resule of mce mixrare during historic times; many of the early
Evropean explorers, like Caprain Cock and Caprain Vancouver,
were struck by chis fact, and made particular nore of it in their deserip-
tions of the people of the northern coasts. Hair tends to be coarse in
texture, varies from straight to slightly wavy, and although popu-
larly referred to as “black,” is actually very dark brown. Men appear
to have more profuse facial hair (mustaches and beards) than do
other North American Indians. Well-developed “folds™ ar the inner
sides of the upper eyelids are common.

Within this generalized physical type, there are several varia-
tions, some of which rend to mark off regional sub-types, and others
that suggest results of mixture of distinct Indian types. The picture
is complicared by the fact thae the variant traits do nor all correlate
regionally. Starure, for example, shows an almost regular decrease
from north to south, between south Alaska and the Fraser Delra.
The Tlingit, when measured around the turn of the century, were
tall people—the rallest on the coast—averaging 173 centimeters (5
feer 8 inches) in heighe, The HMaida and Coast Tsimshian were still to
be regarded as wmll, averaging 1fip centimeters; the Niska were a
trifle shorter: 167 cenumerters. To the southward, the series runs in
the “medium” range: Bella Coola, 166 centimeters; Southern Kwa-
kiutl, 164; Coast Salish of the Fraser Delta, 162. The Puger Sound
Salish alrer chis trend by averaging 165 cenrimerers. Boas, who pio-
neered the investigation of the physical anthropology of the area as

*The data for this section were astembled from various published sources by
Dr. Marshall T, Newman, Division of Physical Anthropelogy, US MNational Muscum,

o
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well as those in ling-u'm-iis and cthnugughy, interpreted this north-
south stature wrend as the resule of gradual permearion of tall north-
ern people, possibly originally Athapascans of the interior, south-
ward along the coast, modifying an older short-statured population,

In addition to the stacure gradient, Boas distinguished three re-
gional sub-types on the British Columbia coast. He described them
as follows:

“MNorthern sub-type” [Haida, Tsimshian]: This sub-type is char-
acterized by tall stature, with relatively long arms, short trunks and
long legs. The head is both very large and relatively broad, and the face
is correspondingly quite broad, and only moderately long. The nose
tends to be low, concave in profile, with a low root and broad alae,
The Tlingic probably fir in this sub-type, their principal deviation
being that of their greaver average stature.

“Kwakiutl sub-type” [ Kwakiutl and Bella Coola]: Medium rather
than tall stavure marks this group off from the preceding. In addicon,
badily proportions differ considerably, the trunk being much longer
in relarion to length of limbs. Chests and shoulders are commonly very
broad. The dimensions of the head are abour like those of the northern
sub-type. Facial proportions differ sharply, however; faces are not only
very broad, but they are also relatively and absolurely excremely long,
Lower jaws are massive and wide. The nose form typical of this sub-
division is very long, relatively narcow, and highly arched, with a con-
vex profile rarely seen in the north,

There are virrually no dara on Nootkan anthropometry, bur casual
observation suggests that they conform to this physical partern, exeept
that high convex noses, and low-bridged coneave ones, scem to be
about equally common among them.

“Thompson River sub-type” [Coast and Interior Salish|: Boas
found no objective means of distinguishing berween the physical cype
of the Salish of the coasts and thar of their relatives of the interior. In
stature they are medium, ranging to the lower boundary of thar cate-
gory (165 to 162 centimeters). They also are broadheaded, bur their
heads are smaller in actual measurement, in both lengrh and breadeh,
than those of their neighbors to the north, Their faces are broad, and
proporrienately and in actual measurement much shorrer than those
of the Kwakiutl. Noses are heavy, convex in profile, with a heavy long
tip. The Salish also all tend ro be slightly darker in skin color than the
northerners.
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One interesting feature of chis survey is the thorough modifi-
cation of the Bella Coola, who presamably once conformed ro the
physical sub-type of their Salish kinsmen, This fact suggests thar not
only were their closest contacts and intermarriages with the Kwaliue,
bue thar they may have maintained such conracts over a respectably
long time period.

Such few archacological dara as are available indicare thar the
situation was not statie. In the lower Fraser region, ar least, there
is definite evidence that an earlier population of different physical
type, with relatively long narrow heads and narrow faces, and ap-
pareatly of shorr stature, preceded people whose skeletal remains
conform to the modern Salish (“Thompson River”) sub-rype. Oc-
casional individuals of this ancient lower Fraser cype appear as minor
clementz in historic Haida, Kwakiuel, and Coast Salish series. This
probably means char this former population once occupied a con-
siderable portivs of the northern coasts,

An intriguing problem, which unfortunately probably cannot be
resolved afrer more than a century and a half of racial mixrure, relates
to the occurrences of a few individuals with definitely brown (rather
than the usual “very dark brown™) hair color, and light-colored eyes.
Alexander Mackenzie noted a number of such persons, with gray eyes,
among the Bella Coola in 1793 (he was of course the first European
known to have mer this nation). We can only speculate as to whether
these physical traies represent local murtations from the normal North-
west Coast genetic traditions, or whether sume “Archaic Whire" strain,
such as many hwman biologists believe occurs among the Ainu (che
aborigines of Japan), mighr have been included in the racial heritage
of the Northwest Coase Indians.

From western Washington south to norchern California, there
are few data on the Indian physical type or types. No studies were
made in early days comparable ro those by Boas in the north; since thar
dme many small groups have dwindled o disappearance, and others
have become su racially mixed that it would be impossible to define the
aboriginal type. There are a few figures on stature, which show grear
irregularity, rather than a uniform trend as in the north. The Puget
Sound Salish were in the mediwm caregory, with an average height of
rig centimeters—a little taller than their lower Fraser cousins, The
Chinook on the Columbia were rall: 169 centimerers. The groups of
the central Oregon coast seem to have been medium, around 165 centi-
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meters; the northwest Californians varied from medium to rall. Some
physical anthropologists have the impression that there was a strong
strain of interior type, perhaps similar to Boas's “northern sub-type,” in
this region, which, in seuthwest Oregon and northwest California,
was blended with a distinet longheaded California eype.

HISTORY OF EUROPEAN COMNTACTS

Aside from the apocryphal voyages of Juan de Fuea and Admiral
Fuente, the first Europeans to see the Northwest Coase were the Rus-
sian crew of one of the vesscls of the Dane Vits Bering, who made
landfall in Tlingir terricory in 1741, They sent a boar ashore which
never returned. Presumably the boar crew was killed by the Tlingir,
because 2 number of war canoes came out to threaten the ship irself,
whereupon Bering sailed away. In 1774 a Spaniard, Juan Perez, hove
to at a place he called San Lorenzo, which seems to have been Nootka
Sound. Some natives came out in canoes and were given a couple of
silver spoons. These ephemeral contaces had licdle effect on the natives,
of course. The first really important European contact occurred in
1778 on Captain James Cook’s third voyage of cxploration. 1le entered
MNootka Sound where he spent some ume before sailing on to south-
west Alaska, While ar Nootka Seund, some of Cook's party were
given, and others traded for, sea-otter skins, When the expedition
reached China, after Cook’s tragic death in the Hawaiian Islands, they
discovered that the lustrous brown pelts were highly prized by the
Chinese, who were willing to pay—for that pericd—Ffabulous prices
for them. When this news reached England, ie was not long before a
*number of ships were fitting out for a voyage to the new land of treas-
ure. Companies were formed in England for this new trade, and the
East India Company assigned vessels to ir, Hanna, Meares, Dixon, and
Portlock were among the first ship caprains to arrive on the coast. They
cxplored hitherto unknown parts of it and then departed for China
to dispose of their rich hauls of furs. For the nexr few years, dozens
of vessels visited the coast annually, They combed the bays and inlets
in search of Indians who might have sea-otter pelts. English and Ameri-
can ships, the latcer principally out of Bustun, dominated the trade.
Before long two other nations who had Pacific interests became
alarmed ar what they considered a threat o their colonial empires,
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The Bussian-American Company had esrablished its base on Kodiak
Eiland in 178g. Up to that time, and for the next few years, the Rus-
sians confined their activities precry much o the exploitation of che
southwestern Alaskan fur trade; but the presence on the coast of so
many vessels flying other flags evenrally stimulared their expansion
into Tlingie verricory. Before this happenced, however, in 1790, Span-
ish fear of the threat to her dominions ercated the so-called Nootka
Caontroversy, which nearly brought England and Spain to war, These
faces, of course, were of little immediate concern to the natives and
are mentioned here only in passing. The effect of the fur trade on
the native cultures is more importane.

While Cook was in Nootka Sound, he noted that the Indians
were quite familiar with iron, possessed a considerable number of
tools and implements of this material, and—what proved of most im-
portance to the larer traders—were very anxious to acquire iron
blades of any sort. For the next few years, the traders who sueceeded
Cook discovered chat flar iron blades and chisels were the best possible
trade gn-mis. They filled their holds with peles worth a king’s ransom
in China for a few barrels of adze blades, roughly made knives, and
cheap glass beads given in exchange. However, they soon glorted the
marker, and in competing amongst themselves, taught the Indians to
set higher and higher prices on their furs. Then there followed g
period in which fads ruled the trade. A caprain named Ingraham had
his ship's armorer make some bracelets and neck rings of twisted
wroughe iron. These caught the native fancy and for a season or two
following, the Indians spurned most other trade articles. The sea-
faring traders racked their brains to find things that might appeal to
the Indians, Before long the Boston skippers came to dominate the
trade. Their single great advantage was their ability o sell their cargoes
directly in China, British traders could not take advantage of this be-
cause the East India Company held a monopoly on trade in Asiatic
ports. The Yankee skippers developed an elaborate chrec-cornered
vperation. They sailed from Buoston to the Northwest Coast, where
they traded for furs which they sold in Canton and bought cargoes
of rea, spices, and silk which cthey broughe back to Boston. Eventu-
ally sandalwood from the Hawaiian Islands was included as a regular
ieen1 for the Chinese rrade,

The seagoing traders differed in one very important respeet from
traders ashore, who established poses which they planned to maintain
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for a number of years. The scafarers did not intend to return, The
captain's share from a really successful voyage netred him enough o
retire on, or at least enough o ser him wp in business ashore, Conse-
quently, they had no interest in cultivating the good will of the na-
tives. They did not hesitare to chear or to rob them when they could
obrain furs ne other way. The warlike nature of the Northwest Coast
Indians was their only dererrent from outright piracy. Fven at char,
there were innumerable affrays. Some traders fired ar Aotillas of canoes
or villages on rthe beach ar the slightest provocation; naturally, the
Indians retaliated. If they could not revenge themselves on the actack-
ing vessel, they were liable to assail the next ship that came along, for
in their view all white men were of one tribe,

As rime wenr on, faddism in trade goods decreased and wrilicarian
arricles were in grearer demand, as well as a few luxury items thae
included exotic fonds like molasses, rice, and, of course, rum—the
traders” standly. Fircarms came inte grear demand. Some teaders dis-
covered that cerain native produets were reliable commodites, so
they traded for tanned elksking ac the mouth of the Columbia and
exchanged these for furs with the northern groups. Denealia from
MNootka territory, slaves from wherever they could be boughr, and
vlachen oil from the Nass were all frequently carried aboard Boston
vessels as trade goods.

Mecanwhile, as the traders were stripping the coast of sea-otrer
furs, other evenrs had raken place. Vancouver, in 1792 and 1793,
had made his mericulous explorations and surveys and had discussed
transfer of the Spanish establishment at Nootka to the Brirish Crown
with the Spanish commander Bodega y Quadra, The year 1793 marks
the beginning of another era—that of the interest in the coastal trade
that was ultimarely demonstrared by land-based companies. The
Morthwest Company sent Alexander Mackenzie overland to search
for a route of access to the coast. In 1799, the Russians cstablished
Fort Archangel near modern Sicka, which the Tlingic arracked and
destroyed two years later. In 1804 the Russians made another at-
tempt and buile a new fort near the same sice, which they were able to
hold.

The pattern for the expansion of land-based fur traders on the
MNorthwest Coast came into existence in 1821 with the coalition of the
Hudson's Bay and the Northwest companics. Sir George Simpson was
designared governor of the “Northern Department,” which included
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the Norchwest Coast and the adjacent interior, The same year thar
the headquarters of the Company was moved across the Columbia o
Fort Vancouver, at Simpson's orders a supply ship was sent o the Pore-
land Canal, which had finally been established as the southern limic
of Rusian claims in Northwest America. In the course of the next few
years, a chain of posts was buile along the coast. Forr Langley, in the
vicinity of modern Vancouver, Briush Columbia, was built in 1827,
Fort Nass in 1831, abandoned and replaced by Fort Simpson in 1834,
and Fore McLoughlin in 1834. The porpose of the northern fores
was to cut off the flow of furs to the American traders. By this time,
the sea-otrer popularion along the whole coast had been reduced to a
small fraction of its original abundance. The traders were dealing
mostly in land fors, beaver, land otrer, and the like, that were ob-
tained in the inrerior, traded to Indian middlemen on the coast, and
by them to the white fur buyers. The fact dhat the Indians knew a
good thing when they saw it was made abundantly clear to the repre-
sentative of Hudson's Bay Company, Peter Skene Ogden, when he
went to survey the possibilivies of establishing a post on the Srikine
River. Two Stkine Tlingic chiefs visiced him and told him, in whar
Ogden rermed somewhar plaintively in his repore “a rone I was not
in the habir of hearing,” thar they would not permit him to establish
a post upriver where it would be in a position to cut off their trade
with the interior. A more emphatic demonstration of their belief in
the importance of their monopolistic wrade righrs is reported o have
been made by the Chilkar Tlingit in 1852, This group sent a war
party nearly three hundred miles inland on a mission, successfully
carried our, of capruring and destroying the Hudson's Bay Company's
post of Fort Selkirk, ac the juncrion of the Lewes and Pelly rivers.
The caprured personnel of the post were not massacred, but humanely
released with the stern warning, however, that they should stay our
of Chilkar trading rerritory.

To return to the history of the coast, in 1839 the Hudson's Bay
Company leased che mainland coast of southeast Alaska, from Mount
Fairweather to the Portland Canal, from the Russians for a period of
ten years. They established posts ar the mouth of the Stikine and che
Taln rivers. For the next few years, the policies of the Company,
which involved a minimum of direct interference with native cultures
—aother than supplying the people with trade articles—prevailed for
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the length of the coast. The Indians were enriched in worldly pos-
sessions and free to make such use of them as they pleased. More im-
portant still, the nations of southeast Alaska and coastal Bricish Co-
lumbia remained, and remain to this day, on their ancesceal sives and
have never been subjected to the demoralizing effects of segregated
reservation life,
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ECONOMY

Fisuix was the basis of Northwest Coast economy. The rivers and
the sea provided an abundance of foods. There are five species of
Pacific salmon, some of which “run’ annually in every river and stream
along the coast. All of these could be aken in great quantity to be
dried and stored for furure use. Smele, herring, and, in the north, the
pil-rich olachen or “candlefish™ also assembled in vast numbers during
their spawning seasons, and were easily caughe by the Indians. A
variety of efficient devices was used by Indian fishermen. Traps, con-
structed like huge baskers, were set up in the rivers and sometimes
ar points along the coast where salmon congregare. Fencelike weirs
of poles were constructed to turn the fish into these traps (Figs. 2, 3).
For olachen, wherever they run, a special type of funnel-shaped ner
was used from the Kwakiuel area northward, The principal “runs”
are in the Nass, the Kitamat, and the Bella Coola rivers, and the main
rivers emptying into Rivers and Knights inlers. Ownership of olachen-
fishing rights was highly prized, and people from far and near assem-
bled ar places like the lower Nass River where Haida and Tlingic
wh had no fishing rights came o buy the oil,

All the enastal groups made dip nets, thar is, bags of netring ar-
tached toa wooden frame on a handle, some like large editions of our fly
fisherman’s landing ner, others on a V-shaped frame (Fig. 4). These

4
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were used for salmon, and, in finer mesh and specialized forms, for
smaller fish like herring and smelt. Long scctions of nering suitable
for seining or gill-netting (a speeial form in which the mesh allows
the fish’s head to enter, but carches under his gill covers when he
tries to turn back), or that could be fashioned into huge bags for
trawling from canoes, appear to have been ancient devices among the
Coast Salish and all the groups to the southward, but not along the
northern coasts, with the possible exception of the Tsimshian Nisla.,
The Coast Tsimshian and the Haida claim to have learned the use of
the Niska gill nets—in fact, obrained the finished nets—from the peo-
ple of the Nass in late prehistoric or early historie times,

The harpoon, a sort of spear with detachable head connected to
the shaft by a short line, was one of the principal salmon-fishing de-
vices, The norchernmost groups wsed harpoons with a single, one-
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2. Plan and elevation of sabwon trap, Kavakintl: a, fence, generally excends
somre distance beyond the low-water banks of the river; b, boxlike struc-
ture built of franees tied to stakes, in the middle of the river; ¢, on each side
of the converging frames are two short franes avith openings that lead
inta long, narrow fish bashets.



2. Salnron trap used i sarrow stremms, Kwakiud,

picce barbed bone or homm poine; from Kwakiue rerritory to north-
western California two-pronged harpoons, armed with compound
barbed heads, were wsed (Fig. 5). There were many variations on
this two-pronged harpoon pattern, especially among the Kwalkiutl-
speaking groups and the Nootka, Lightweighe short harpoons were
made for throwing at salmon that swam with their dorsal fins eur
of the water in the bays near river mouths. Shafes that projected be-
yond the diverging foreshafrs were used for thrusting downward in
deep pools; the projecting main shaft served as a buifer, to protect
the puints from breaking on rocks in the river bottom, Leisters—poles
with two springy arms firred with sharp points projecting inward and
backward—were cammon from the Gulf of Georgia northward.
Nowadays detachable gaffs, made of a heavy-gauge steel hook at-
tached to the shafc by a shore lanyard, harpoun-fashion, are popular
salmon-fshing implements.

Angling was another method of fishing. Salmon will strike a baiced

3
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hook while still in salt water, before the spawning season; cod and
halibue will rake bair ar any rime. The most nearly universally used
hook was the simplest form, with a straighe or slightly curved woaden
shank to which a barbless bone or horn poine was lashed ar an acure
angle (Fig. 6c). The groups living on the Olympic Peninsula above the
Gulf of Georgia—the Nootka and Southern Kwakivd—used such
hools, baited with fresh herring, in trolling for king salmon. Though a
hand-line rechnique was used, it took no small measure of skill to boar o
mature “king” {or “spring” or “Chinoolk” in eolloquial terminology)
on one of these barbless hooks. Cod were taken by borromi-fishing
with the same type of hooks,

Halibut were taken by botrom-fishing, also, from the (lympic
Peninsula north, bur special hooks were used. The Tlingic, Haida,
Tsimshian, and the Northern Kwakiud groups, Haisla, and Xaihais,
made halibur hooks of hardwood, shaped like a V with one shore arm,
with a bone barb fastened into the shore side. The shanks of these
hooks were often elaborarely carved with crests or figures inrended
to have magical potency (Fig. 7). Two of these hooks were atrached
by short leaders to the ends of a cross-pole, to the middle of which a
stone sinker was artached. The cross-pole held the buoyant wooden
hooks clear of the line so as not to foul it Large hooks of similar form,
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4 Karok dip-
wetting salniot,
loawer Klamtly
River, Courtesy
of A, L. Kroeber,
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§. Ty pesof barpoons: a, Nootkan ahaling barpoon assewnbly, The lanyard
from the componnd bead was attached to the shaft st tweo points wwith
light strivg, so that the weight of lanyard end long line to which it wwas
artached wonild not pull the bead from the shaft before it avas thrust fnto
the aohale; &, cowrmmon type of salmon barpeon, ured everywhere except
among the worthern groups (who wsed a single tipped implensent); the
Imyards are joined and tied to the lower end of the shafe; ¢, older, and
d, more recent types of sealing barpoons wred by Kwabintl and Nootha,
The spurlike catchbes on the shafts beld the beads in place during the bar-
poon's flight through the air; e, Northern-type sealing barpoon, with de-
tachable foreshafe (parts are shown separated for clarity). Sometimes the
line from the foreshaft avas lengrhbened and attacked to a float, rather than
to the shaft, Nate: Scale of the implements in ehis figtre iy approximaately
the smmme: che shortest, the recent Kwakittl-Nooatka type, being 6 to 7 feet
longy the whaling barpoon from 14 to 18 feet long.

]



d e f
&. Various types of fishhooks: a and b, Haida “black cod" books, alio used
by neighboring groups for ground fishing; ¢, sharp-angled hook of the
type conmonly used for codfish, and alvo for slmon-trolling. The speci-
mens shown bere are Tlingit; d and f, Kuwabintl-Nootha-type balilut
books; the U-shaped shawl awas stemmed and bent into shape; e, a Nootka
type, used in offshore trolling for salmeon. Soawe Nootka trolling hooks,
wade for baiting with whole berring, bad slender shanks like these of ¢
The wrappings across the twa arms of books b and f awere put on awhen the
hools awere ot i use, to keep thew in shape.
L
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7. Tlingit and Haida V-shaped balifut books, Coast Tsimsbion and Northb-
erit Kapabinsl snade and wred the smnre ty pe.

bur undecorated, were used by the Chinook for the huge Columbia
River sturgeon. The other Kwakiurl-speaking rribes, the Mootka, the
Cuast Salish of the Gulf of Georgia and Puger Sound, and the groups
of northwestern Washington, made halibut hooks of spruce withes,
steamed into U shape, and fitred with a sharp bone barb (Fig. 64, f).
The springy arms of the hook spread to permit the halibue to insert
his snout to take the bair, then helped set the barb. These hooks were
arrached to one end of a shore rod, the other end of which was made
fast to the line, and also supported a stone weighe just heavy enough
to hold the rod horizontally, and keep the hook clear of rhe line,
Lines were commonly made of the long thin stems of giant kelp.

A number of other minor Ashing devices were also in use along the
coast. The “herring rake,” for example, was a long fAlar board with
sharp bone points set in one edge. While a companion in the stern
paddled, the fisherman used the rake with a paddling motion, holding it
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edgewise, points to the rear. As the cance glided over the surfacing shoals
of herring, the fisherman followed through on each stroke so as tw
bring the rake over the gunwale behind him, shaking the fish im-
paled on the points into the cance, This device was used for olachen
fishing by the Niska before they learned to make and use the special
funnel-shaped nets from the Haida, according ro local traditions,

In the Puger Sound area and along the Washingron evast one's
feer and a sharp stick were all one needed to catch flounders. Parries
of men and youths waded about on the mud Aats. When the fAsher-
man stepped on a flathsh resting on the bottom, he eried to hold the
fish until he could spear it with the stick. This sort of fishing was
considered something of a lark.

The northwestern Californians made a simple gaff by lashing o
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8. Huaida bardweod elubs for dispatching booked balibue and barpaswed
seal. Thingit, Tsimshian, and Neorthern Kavakintl nsed similar implennents;
farther south, shaped but nndecorated elubs awere wsed,
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sharp splinter of bone to 4 long pole, and with this tool hooked our
the lamprey ecls that run ar certain seasons in the rivers. )

In addition to the many varicties of fish, the sea also provided
numerous edible shellfish: clams of many kinds, mussels, small aba-
lones, and, in some localities, oysters, and a great host of small gastro-
pods such as limpets and periwinkles. Crabs, sea urchins, and the like
were also abundane. That the Indians did not disdain these delicacies is
proved by the fact that old village sites from Yakutat to Trinidad Bay
are marked by grear mounds consisting mostly of the shells discarded
after meals made of the shellfish. Some shells also provided useful
materials for tools or utensils, Large mussel shells were ground sharp
to form the arcally universal woman's knife. Deep clamshells made
convenient spoons for sipping broth. Gathering shellfish was generally
regarded as & woman's fask, although men occastonally aided cheir
wives. Specially made sticks of hardwood were used to dig up the
mallusks or pry them loose,

While the hunting of sea mammals had a definite ceonomic value,
it yielded even greater returns in prestige to its participants. Among
many of the tribes it approached a professional starus; specific types of
sea hunting were specialties of high-ranking chiefs, Chiefs of North-
ern Nootkan and most Kwakiutl tribes had special hereditary righes
to the far and flesh of hair seal taken in their waters, indicating che
great importance they attached ro sealing.

Hair seal, sea lion, and porpoise were hunted with the same cype
of equipment by most of the tribes. Special canoes, slim-waisted, with
racy lines, were usually buile for sea hunting. The hulls were scorched
to remove splinters and sanded dewn 1o a glassy smoothness with
sharkskin to permit them to slip through the warer swifely and noise-
lessly. Among the three northernmost groups, the harpoon had a single
forcshafr with a long mulriple-barbed bone point. Some were made
with a detachable foreshafe: the point was connected to the foreshaft
by a short lanyard, the foreshaft to the shafe by another, and the shaft
carried a long line which the harpooner held or made fast to a canoe
thware (Figs. se, od). These several joints produced a sort of shock-
absorber cffect when the struck quarry lunged, minimizing the strain
on each individual part, The northwestern Californians used a similar
harpoon point, ser in a socket in a very heavy shaft, to kill sea lions, The
linc was wrapped abour the shaft for ics full length and made fast to it
so the shaft acted as a drogue, vring the animal while the hunters



9 Varigus types of barpoon beads (detail): a, Nootkmn whaling barpoon
head; b, Kwakintl-Nootka sealing barpoon (of bistoric type, with iron
cutting Made); e, typical three-piece salmon barpoon bead; d, Northern-
type sealing barpoon bead (o Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian salmon
barpoons were of the some general type but smuch less ornate).

followed. The groups living between the two extremes of the area
used harpoons with two diverging foreshafts, on each of which was
mounted a three-piece head with a sharp blade bound berween two
horn barbs, The line was held in place by a catch on the shafr, and
extended from there to a coil thar the harpooner paid our as he threw,
just as & cowhand pays out a lasso in roping. Kwakiuel and Nootka sea
hunters, and some neighboring Salish who had learned from them,
did not throw these harpoons javelin-fashion, bur steadied the shaft
with the lefr hand (which also held the coil of line}, and applied the
propulsive thrust to the end of the shafr, Some Kwakiud hunters
firred a burc-piece on to their harpoon shafts, with two perforations
through which the hunrer pur his index and middle fingers; others,
like the MNootka, achieved che same end by fiecting a lictle tridendike
finger rest of bone (Fig. s¢, ). These devices, and the whole throwing
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technique, probably gave better control, and also soggest the pos-
sibility that they may be modifications of the Eskimeo atlat], or throw-
ing board. The harpooner struck his prey, played ir as a modern fly
fisherman plays a husky rainbow trour; finally, he pulled ic alongside
his canve, disparched it with a club, and then boated it. Sometimes a
sealskin floar would be made fast to the end of the line in sea-lion
hunting, and allowed to run until the quarry ticed. Small fluats made
aof seal or sea-lion bladders were fastened o the line by Svuthern
Kawakiutl for all sca hunting, while some Fleiltsuk used sealskin foats
similar w those of the Nootka, In hunting porpoise, floats were al-
ways used by these groups, for the skin of the animal was so thin that
too heavy a strain would probably cause the harpoon head ro draw.
Their neighbors did nor use these buoys.

Sea otrer, whose dense, lustrons pelts were so avidly soughe afrer
by European traders, were formerly hunted like hair seal. With the
intensificarion of the trade, and the dwindling of the sea otter, mass
hunts came into vogue, in which twenty or thirty or more canoes made
sweeps along the coast, forming up in a eircle around any sea otter
sighted. Each time the animal surfaced volleys of arrows were loosed
at it until it was killed. The efficiency of this broad coverage-and-sur-
round rechnique is arested by the face thae the sea otter almost be-
came extinet by the end of che last cenrury.

Fur seal were probably unknewn to most Northwest Coast
Indians in aboriginal times, for the migration rouce of the herds i
farther offshore than the natives ventured. The Haida and Coast
Tsimshian were the main exceptions: they pursued the nomerous
stragglers from the mmin herd who came into Dixon Entranee to fol-
lovwwr lecare Straie berween the Queen Charlotee Islands and the main-
land. American and Canadian sealers began to recruir hunters, particu-
larly among the Novtka and Kwakiuel, in the closing decades of che
nineteenth century. From thar ome und] che signing of the interna-
tional conservarion treaty regulating fur-seal hunring, shipping on
staling schooniers eame close to becoming a national industry for
thuse rwo peoples.

The most spectacular sea hunring on the whole coast was the
whaling of the Nootka and their neighbors of the Olympic Peninsula
—Quileure, Quinanle, Klallam, and perhaps the Chemakum, all of
whom learned che art from the Nootkans, The whale harpooner was
always a person of high rank, for the rricks of the rrade—pracrical and
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magical—that contributed to the success of the hunt were cherished
family secrets, handed down in noble lines only. Besides, only a chicf
possessed the necessary wealth to have a whaling canoe builr, to ouefit i,
and the authority to assemble a erew. The whaling harpoon was a very
specialized picee of equipment (Figs. sa, ga). The harpoon head was
made of three pieces: a sharp mussel-shell cutring blade cemented with
spruce gum berween two heavy elkkhorn barbs, A heavy lanyard of
sinew twisted into rope connected the head of che rog-fathom-long
line laid up of cedar withes. Four sealskin buoys were attached to the
line at intervals, In historic tmes a huge reinforced cedarbark basket,
in which the line was coiled, was made Fast to the bitter end and served
as a drogue, bur this apparently was an improvisation modeled afeer
the drogues of white seafarers.

The crew, with all the gear stowed according to a meticulous
pattern so thar the line and foats would run our withour fouling,
paddled out to sea. When they sighted a whale, they eried to approach
silently from the rear so the animal would neither hear nor see chem.
They always came in on the whale’s left side. The canoe had 1o lay
close alongside, for the harpoon was much too heavy to be thrown,
and had ro be thrust home. The harpooner stood with his lefe foor
on the bow thware, his right forward on the gunwale, with the har-
poon held crosswise in frone of him at abour shoulder height. He
pivoted and struck, siming just behind the cetacean's lefe Aipper, then
ducked down into the forward compartment as the whale rolled and
thrashed abour and the canoe sheered off hard to port, to avoid being
struck by the floars or springy coil of line as they paid out. This was
the mose dangerous moment. The whale might tum toward the canoe,
smashing ir to bits in one of his blind rushes; a crewman mighe be
badly injured by a blow from a floar or the rigid line, or even be
caught in a bight and dragged to his death. It was mainly for this
moment that the whaler and his crew practiced long drill sessions and
carried out arduous rituals of ceremonial purification to forestall any
mishaps. On the beach, their familics also observed cerain rimals
for their good luck and welfare. Ritual behavior before and during the
hunt was considered essential for all sea hunting, of course, bur because
of the importance of whaling in narive eyes its ceremonial require-
ments were more elaborate and more rigid than those for any other

nest.
d Usually a second whaling canoe, caprained by a kinsman of the
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chief whaler, accompanied the hunt and often was conceded the
privilege of planting the second harpoon. A small, swife sealing canoe
might also be brought along, to ralke the first harpoon shaft back to the
village a5 formal evidence thar a whale had been struck. The whaler
and his supporting cance then followed the whale, running in w
drive home more harpoons with short lines and Aoats, until the grear
creature was 5o weakened by loss of blond, the drag of the floars,
and its ritanic seruggles thar it lay quicr in the warer as the hunter
came in for the kill. A lance with a very wide chisel-like blade, much
like a white whaler’s “spade,” was used vo sever the endons controlling
the flukes, so thar the ceracean lay hamstrung and helpless. Then an-
other lance with a long sharp bone point was driven home behind the
flipper to the heart. The ceracean rolled, spouted blood, and died.
Holes were hacked through the upper lip and around the lower jaw
to tic the mouth shut, so the earcass would not ship warer and sink,
Then all chat remained was the wearisome chore of towing the quarry
home, If Juck was with the hunter, or, 5 the Indians interprered it,
if he and his crew had been punctilious in carrying our their riruals,
the whale, when struck, would mrn roward shore so it could be
killed close to the beach. Bur frequently whales headed straight our
to sea, 50 the crew had vo pay for their riteal laxness by a day or more
of steady paddling.

Itisinceresting ro note thar much of the impedimenta of the Nootka
whale hunr, including the use of a special large canoe, harpoons with
long lines and sealskin floats, the prestige associated with whaling, and
many rirnal clements o be described below, are very reminiscent
of Eskimo whaling practices. Another kind of Nootkan whaler, or
beteer, whale-ritualist, did not even approach the creatures ar sea,
but magically caused whales that had died from natural causes to
drifr ashore, Formerly Aleur whalers, in bidarkas, hurled lances with
poisoned slare blades inco whales, then went ashore to perform cere-
monics 1o cause the carcasses to drifr in. While the Aleur actually
killed his whale and the Nootka whale-rirualist did nor, the rites each
performed in secrer in some secluded spor were much alilke. Both
sets of ceremonies involved the use of human skeletons or corpses, who
were suppased to call to the whale, or were propped up holding a
line attached to an «ffigy of a whale. The basic idea was that through
his rituals, songs, and prayers, each whale-ritualist induced the spirits
of the dead to bring the whale ashore. The fact that the Nootka
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practiced both rechniques of northern whaling (although such groups
as the Tlingir, Haida, and Tsimshian knew nothing of them, even
though they were geographically closer to Eskimo and Aleat) sug-
gests some aneient connection between the Mootka and subaretic and
arcric culoures.

Other Norchwest Coast groups, although they did nor use the
same magical methods for causing whales chat died from natural cavses
to drifr ashore, cothusiastically uelized sueh bonanzas of woil-rich
blubber and meat, “high” though the carcasses might be. Only the
Tlingit rurned up their noses, licerally and figurarively, ar dead whales
washed up on their beaches,

Land hunting was practiced to a limited extent only, by mose
Morthwest Coast tribes, It was of major importance to eommunities
and small tribes living ar some distance up the river valleys, away from
sale warer. The Chilkar Tlingir, for example, hunted 2 good deal and
staged many caribou hunts on their trading trips into the interior, The
Tsimshian division of the upper Nass River, who in former days are
said to have come below rhe head of tidewarer unly rarely, are claimed
to have been great hunters, as were the relared Girksan on che
upper Skeena. Men of the upper Bella Coola villages, the Wikeno of
Wikeno Lake above Rivers Inler, and a few Nootka who lived on Gold
River and abour Sproar Lake were good woeodsmen and hunters of
land game. Up the Fraser and on the upper reaches of the rivers drain-
ing into Puget Sound lived Coast Salish whose way of life and economy
was almost more like that of the Inrerior Salish than like those of their
congeners and blood kinsmen downriver and along the coast. Lewis
and Clark repore thar the Upper Chinook hunted antelope on the
plains of castern Oregon and Washingron. The upriver Yurok, the
Karok, and IHupa as well, hunted extensively.

MNarurally, hunting techniques and equipment varied both accord-
ing to the game soughe and the rerrain. In the souch, from the central
Washingron coast down to northwest California, while snares and dead-
falls were known, pcirfa!l traps were commaonly set for elk, deer, and
black bear. Farther north, where the soils are shallow and rocky, picfalls
were rare, and snares and deadfalls (Fig. 1o0) were used almost ex-
clusively. The bow and arrow was, of course, the standard land-
hunting arm everywhere before the introduction of fircarms, bur pikes
were also used on cerrain large game, Even the ordinary canoe paddle
became a hunting weapon among the salt-water groups. If a canoeman
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0. Diagramn of type of deadfall trap wsed by Nootka for deer: a, heavy
log which drops ou the quarry; b, crasshar supporting one end of the log
and connected to the trigger (e) by the ather end; d, the kick lines thar
trip the trigger and release the sweight; the mset shows the devail of the
trigger; d, again represents the trip lines that pall the sl erosspicee (g)
ot throtigh the open ars of the forked braneh () thus releasing line ()
wnd the crosibar to which it is commected, Courtesy of Surithsonian fnsti-
tHitian.

encountered any land animal—deer, elk, bear, or the lilke—swim-
ming across the channel, he wvertook it, elubbed it with his paddle
uneil he could hold its head under water with the same instrument
to drown it, then rolled his quarry aboard, and continued on his way.
For waterfow] there were a variery of special devices: underwarer
traps with baited gorges for diving ducks, used by most Kwakiutl and
Noatka divisions; small throwing nets mounted on pole frames that
could be used from canoes on black stormy nights; spears tipped with
many long diverging hardwood points that mnecreased coverage like
the spread of shor of a shotgun, favored by the Gulf of Georgia,
Olympic Peninsula, and perhaps some Puger Sound groups. Many
Coast Salish also made long nets (or perhaps used their long salmon
seines and gill nets), seretching them across Ay ways beeween lakes and
ponds where ducks were aceustomed to come in low. The northwest
Californian deerstalker used a device common to many of his non-
coaseal neighbors to the south and ease—he wore 2 stuffed deer-head
disguise on his head, so thar, imitating the movements of a browsing



ECOMOMY 30

deer, he could move in close enough for a perfece shot withour alarm-
ing his victim.

Cerrain land animals, within the limits of their range, were
espeeially prized for their hides or other parts, and their suecessful
hunting gave considerable prestige. Among the mainland groups, from
the Chilkar souch to the Gulf of Georgia, the mountain goar was highly
esteemed for its “wool,” for even thuugh the Chillar was the only
group of lace historic times to weave all-wool blankets, cheir neigh-
bors all prized yellow-cedar robes wich a few strands of woolen yarn
run in. The jer-black horns were used to make spoons. The mountain
goat is a wary animal, difficult even for the modern hunter with a
high-powered rifle and telescopic sights. The Indian goar hunter,
with his eomypanions and their trained dogs, sought ro elimb above the
animals and, withour unnecessarily alarming them, gradually work
them down from the cliffs inte the rock slides, and if possible, into
some cul-de-sac, or through some narrow sheer-walled pass in which
stares could be ser, or where companions could lie in wait. Such
places were very valuable properties and were held by individual
chiefs for their lincages. The usual weapon carried was a shore hard-
wood pike, somerimes merely sharpened to a [.m.[nn SOMeHmes mount-
ing a horn or bone blade. Apparently if a hunter ever maneuvered
the goars to a place where he could ger within bowshot, he could
as casily elose ro spear-thrusring distance; besides, in inching along the
goat trails on the cliffs and scrambling over rock slides, the more
fragile bow and arrows were more liable to be damaged than the
sturdy pike.

Skins of the whistling marmor were regarded as very valuable,
particularly among Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian, and the northern Kwa-
kiutl divisions. It seems that anciently a robe made by sewing to-
gether many of the small soft-furred hides was abou equal in value
to a sea-orcer robe, Huneers from the mainland groups climbed high
abeve timberline to ser deadfall craps around the manmor dens, Bone
“rriggers,” carved with figures believed to have magical power, were
made especially for these traps.

In northwestern California, the prize of prizes was an albino
deer. The hide of such an animal, decorated with scarler scalps of che
pileared woodpecker and mounted so that it could be earried on a pole
in the wealth-display ceremonies, was a treasure of tremendous worth.
The lucky hunter who brought down one of these deer thereby rook



40 INDIAHNS OF THE HORTHWEST COAST

a major initial step on the road to greatness for himself and his family.

Ower the larger part of the area, vegerable foods were compara-
tively few and unimporrane in the native dier. North of Puger Sound
there are few plants that produce and store large amounts of starch
in seeds or tubers, The rather spindly roots of a kind of clover, and
the tough fibrous oncs of bracken fern, were dug occasionally to lend
some variety to the diet. The “inner bark"—apparently the cambium
layer—af various rrees was scraped and earen by most groups, from
the Kwakiucl norchward, All in all, however, few sources of starchy
foods were available. Ir has even been suggested that the grear em-
phasis on oils and fats in the northern Northwest Const dietary may
have developed to compensate for the dearth of starches. Certainly
these Indians had no innare dislike for starchy foods: they prompely
acquired a raste for white men's bread, Aour, and poraroes, and since
early historic times have planted potato patches on ancient middens
whose alkaline soil seems well adapred ro this crop.

Berries of warious kinds are fairly abundant, and they were
urilized by all the tribes, The berries were eaten fresh, either plain
or mixed with olachen or whale oil, or preserved. For storing, the
berries were cooked to a pulpy mass, poured into rectangular wooden
frames lined wich skunk-cabbage leaves, and dried into cakes. An-
other storing rechnique was to stir them into a mixvture of year-old
olachen grease and cold water,

In the southern part of our area two plants that stored starchy
materials in quantitics were abundant enough to beeome staple foods.
One of these was camas (Cawassia qreamrash). On the upper reaches
of rivers flowing into Puger Sound, and from western Washington
down the Oregon const, “camas prairies” oecur, and the Indians dug
quantities of the roots for foud. Farther down the coast, in southwest
Oregon and norchwest California, native housewives collecred acorms
in the oak groves, soaked and hulled them, ground them to a meal in
shallow stone mortars with basketry hoppers, leached the bitter tan-
nins out of the meal, and cooked it into a nourishing, if rather raste-
less, gruel.

In addition vo being boiled in warertight boxes or baskers, food
was steam-cooked in large shallow pis filled with hot scones by placing
ic on the stones and covering the whole affair with leaves and mars,
then pouring warer through to the stones. Fish and meat were also
broiled over an open fire, or over a bed of coals. That the cooking
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techniques were few and simple does not mean thar the native dier
was monotonous. & Kwakiutl housewife recorded some 150 differcmr
recipes for an anthropologist around the turn of the century, and
there is no indication that her repertoire was exhausted. The long
feast mats were unrolled o serve as rblecloths. From the Olympic
Peninsula norchward, dishes were larger and more elaborately carved;
sometimes four, six, or eight men would be seared ar a single dish,
Ladles for serving food and oil were also decorared with crests of
the host's family, and spoons of mountin-goar horn, carved and
spread open by steaming, were distribured among the guests. The
three northernmost eribes made huge decorared ladles of mountain-
sheep horn, traded from the interior. For napking, bundles of softly
shredded cedarbark were prepared and distribuced.
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MATERIAL CULTURE

TECHNOLOGY AND MATERIALS

me THE NORTHERNMOST o the southemn extreme of the area, the
Indians utilized wood as a primary marerial for most of cheir manu-
factures. The produets of their carpentry were distnguished by neat-
ness of finish and, among the northern groups, by elaborate carved and
painted decoration. This typical excellent workmanship was accom-
plished with what would strike most of us as a rather limired tool kic
{Figs. 11-16). Chisels of tough stone such as nephrite, or of elkhaorn,
or of the dense shell of deep-warer clams, mounted in hardwood
hafts, were driven with unhafred pear-shaped stone mauls for felling
timbers. The three northern nations—the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsim-
shisn—sometimes used heavy chopping adues in their aboriginal log-
ging. Big logs were split, or seetions were split from standing trees,
by driving up sets of wedges—usually of hardwood, such as yew,
with grommets of tough spruce root wrapped around the burr ends
to prevent splitting. The northwestern Californians and cheir immedi-
ate neighbors made wedges of elkhorn. The unhafred maul (Fig. 13)
was usually wsed for driving wedges, excepr in the north, where
heavy hafred stone mauls were used by the three northernmost divi-
sions, and by some of their Heiltsuk and Bzlla Coola neighbors, Be-
sides the heavy splitting adzes juse mentioned, three rypes of small
41



t, Kuwakintl woodworking tools: 13, Kwakinel sveedworking teals:
chisels, awedges of yew woed.

13, Kuakititl woeedworking tools:
stome band bannners.,
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adees served for the fine work. Although their distributions owver-
lapped slightly, the “elbow adze™ in which the cutting blade was lashed
to a T-shaped wonden handle was essentially northern, wsed by all
the groups from Tlingit through the Southern Kwakiutl; the “D-
adee”™ (Fig. 14), in which the handle, of wood or whalebone, was
shaped something like one of our handsaw handles, was common in
the ceneral region, used by the Southern Kwakiut] and the Nootka
and their neighbors down the coast of Washingron. South of the
Columbia a “seraight adze,” which looked more like a chisel with a
slightly curved handle, was in use. The Indians did a great part of
their carving with these adees, planing rough woud to smooch, flat,
or curved surfaces, or to a decorated fured finish. For the very finest
carving short curved blades mounced in wooden handles, something
like the Fskimo “crooked knife,” were used. Anciently, the blades
may have been of ground-down beaver incisors, bur for many years,
even before the coming of Europeans, iron was used. At Nootka
Captain Cook noted that most of the knives and chisels were iron-
tipped, and iron was eagerly soughe afrer by the natives whom the
carly fur traders encountered from Tlingit rerricory to Trinidad Bay
in California. Some ethnologists and historians have suggested that chis
pre-European iron may have been found in the form of spikes, ete.,
from the wreckage of ships washed up on the beaches by the Japanese
Current, and there is evidence that such “drift iron™ was used in
early historic times. However, few vessels in which iron spikes and
bolrs were commonly used were sailing the western Pacific before
Couok’s day. It is more likely that the same Siberian Iron Age center
that provided the Panulk culture of the archacologically ancienr Alaskan
Eskimo with meral was the nltimare source of prehistoric iron tools
on the Northwest Coast. Simple drills, with a shore cutting bit fastened
into the end of 2 wooden handle that the carpenter rorared between
his palms, were wsed for drilling holes,

Fire was an impartant woodworking tool, strange as it may sound.
The Indians had effective rechniques for controlling burning, and were
able to hollow out large logs with fire, in the manufacrure of canoes
and the |:1.rg¢ tmughlike feast dishes. Only the Kwalkiud and Nootla
chim o have scormed use of this method, for they hollowed out their
canoes, cte., with adecs and chiscls, The sufrening effect of hot warer
on wood was well known; it was a common practice to widen the
beam of a new canoe by filling it with warer, throwing in red-hor



14 (Left) Knwakinl woodworking rool: adze
awith bone biade,

15. {(Below) Kevabind woeodworking
tools:  cropked knives swith wetal
blades. The npper sheath is wmade of
wand, the lower of fawnskin,

16, Kvabintl wood-carcing tool: deill and its eres-section, The bandle is
cedarwood, the point is bone.
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stones until the water was almost boiling, then carefully driving in
thwartlike spreaders from gunwale to gunwale. The Kwakiotl even
had a device for softening small pieces of wood to bend and shape
them that came close to the steam box of the modern boarwright. They
also made molds in which steam-sofrened pieces of wood—for exam-
ple, the shanks of the curved halibut hooks—were forced and lefr ro
set into the desired shape. To achieve the typical smooth neat finish
on wooden articles, fine sandstone, and then sharkskin, were used in
licu of sandpaper.

In a sense, the natwral environment favored development of the
woodworking eraft, for the towering forests of the Northwest con-
rained a number of useful and readily workable woods, The red cedar
( Threja plicata), which splits easily into wide straight planks, served a
multitade of purpeses (in norchwese California the equally tracrable
coast redwood [Sequois sempervirens] was used for the same pur-
poses); yellow cedar (Charaecyparis mootkacnsis) and alder (Alnus
sp.) were the sources of macerial when sofr, easily carved wood with-
out marked cleavage planes was needed, as in the manufacture of dishes
and masks. Where rough, resilient wood was desired—Ffor example, for
bows, harpoon foreshafrs, and the like—few berrer woods could be
found than yew (Taxns brevifelis) or, in the southern pare of the
area, maple (Acer sp.) and oak (Quercus sp.). Only the more north-
erly Tlingit groups—rthose residing north of modern Wrangel on the
mainland shore, and from Admiralty Island northward offshore, be-
yond the limits of distribution of red and yellow cedar—had o make
shift with less easily split hemlock for planks, and tough but untrace-
able spruce for canoe hulls, when they could not trade for good
cedar from their southern kinsmen.

Another important marerial, particularly from the Columbia River
northward, was the inner bark of the red cedar and, to a slightly lesser
degree, thar of yellow cedar. Even the northerly Tlingir, in whose ter-
ritory neither red nor yellow cedar grew, found it necessary to im-
port quancitics of the bark, as well as of the lumber, of the two trees.
One could very nearly describe the life of the individual Indian in
rerms of cedarbark: as an infant, he was swaddled in the bark, shredded
and haggled ro a corrony consistency; his pillow and head-presser were
pads of the same material; woven robes and rain capes of shredded
bark protecred him from rain and cold throughour his life; checker-
work mars of red cedarbark were his principal household furnishings,
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serving as mablecloths ar mealtimes, as upholstery for sears, and as
mattresses for his bed. With the beginning of European contacts he
learned to use sails on his canoe; when he was unable o acquire im-
ported canvas, he made sails of heavily woven bark mars; old worn-
out mars served to provect his canoe from the checking cffects of the
sun on brighe days. On ceremonial and festive oceasions he wore tur-
bans and arm and leg bands ewisted and woven of shredded bark. He
stowed his carpentering tools in a basket woven of the same bark. The
MNootka whale hunter kepr his precious harpoon heads in neatly made
pouches of the same marerial. In historic times, our typical Northwest
Coast narive found shredded cedarbark to be an ideal gun wadding for
the muzele-loader he acquired from the white trader. And when he
died, the chances were thar unless he were a2 chief and enritled to
special trearment, his body would be wrapped in a cedarbark mart for
burial.,

Most of this bark was stripped off standing trees, It is interesting
to note thar there was a conseious effort ar conservation: only rarely
was a tree stripped complerely; instead, only part of the bark was
remaved, 1o permit the tree to recover and continue its growth. Long
strips were pulled off, starding from a horizonel cur made near the
base of the tree. Then the ourer bark was pecled off and the inner
bark rolled up into bales for earrying home, When dried, the red eedar-
bark was split into strips for mat- and baskermaking, or shredded by
feeding it across the edge of an old paddic blade and haggling it with
1 hl::]'l.l':,i' blunr chﬂppcr of hardwood or whalebone {Figs. 17, 18}, The
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1. (Above) Cedarbark shredders of avhalebone, Nootka,

ro. (Right) Const Salish sae needles.

bark of yellow cedar was rreared by soaking it alter-
nately in sale and fresh warter, drying it, then pound-
ing it with a whalebone or stone hammer uneil the
fibers separated.

The Salish groups from the Gulf of Georgia southward, and their
Chinook ncighbors along the lower Columbia, substituted sewn marts
of tales, or reeds, for the cedarbark mars of the northern neighbors.
They passed a strand of twine through a flac row of reeds with a long
wooden needle resembling an oversize sack needle, then erimped the
reeds down with a special ool (Figs. 19, 20) w prevent the stems
from cracking where the needle had split them. The use of this tech-
nique spread during historic times to adjacent Kwakiurl and MNootka

L e
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who had access to stands of reeds around lakes and muskeg swamps;
such mars are softer and more resilient than those of cedarbarle,

The regional flora provided a variety of materials for basket
weaving. The same red cedarbark used for mats served for flexible
but strong baskers, woven with flat serips; for more rigid, tighter
construction the same material was spun into stiff cord. Spruee roots,
from which long wiry segments could be splir, were widely used also,
The bark of a “wild cher ry" {Proamus sp.), various tough gragses, and a
glossy black fern stem were frequently utilized for decorative pac-
LeIns.

For texriles, in addition to the yellow cedarbark already noted, a
few animal fibers were used. From Vancouver Island northward, moun-
rain-goat wool was in grear demand for weaving. The Salish groups of
the Gulf of Georgia and on the shores of the Straits of Juan de Fuca
had a special breed of little dogs whose wool-like hair they clipped to
make into yarns for robes. However, the amounts of these animal
fibers used were very small in
comparison with those of vege-
table origin,

2o, Const Salish wat crensers,



2. Furol spoons af elle antler, showing typical lower Klomath decora-
tion.



MATERIAL CULTURE 51

Orher marerials were used for special purposes, of eourse. Cur-
ting blades made of stone and shell have been mentioned. A tough,
hard, bright-green nephrite found in sourheast Alaska and along the
Fraser River was extensively used for adee blades. Horn and bone were
ground dewn for many purposes. The use of the heavy shafrs of clk-
horn for wedges in northwese California has been nored. In the same
region, near licde purses for shell money were carved of secrioms of
elkhorn, as well as spoons for acorn mush, decorated with geomerric
designs (Fig. 21). Both horn and bone, particularly the compaet hard
marerial from the cannon bones of elk and deer, were used to make har-
poon- and arrowpoints, and perhaps in pre-iron times, served for the
blades of adzes and other rools. Along the northern mainland shore,
horn of both mountain sheep and mountain goar was used for various
purposes, after being sofrencd in boiling warer ro permic shaping and
molding. Some of the hom spoons and ladles of the Tlingir, Haida,
Tsimshian, and Heilsuk (Figs. 22—24), with their elaborately carved
decorarion, are veritable works of art. The Chinook, who acquired
mountain-sheep horn from some distant source tapped by their trade
conncetions, made very distinetively shaped dishes of the same mare-

rial (Fig. 25).

22, Tlingit ladle of shaped and earved
mountain-sheep born, side and rear
THETS,
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23, Spoens and ladles of mountain-gost born with motntain-sheep horn
bowls (b, &, f), and all of mountain-goar born (o, b, ¢, g); a and ¢ are
Tsishian; remainder are Haida,

Stoneworking was definitely a minor art on the Northwest Coast,
Chipped stone was uncommon, except in the southern part of the
arex, There, along the Klamath River, huge, flaked blades of obsidian,
as evenly and finely worked as any in the world, were made—not
for urilicy but as valuables, comparable 1o crown jewels. Delicarely
flaked arrowpoimts of chaleedony and agate, tiny and jewel-like in their
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24. Mountain-sheep horn bowl and weoden “sopalalli-berry™ spoons, The
flat spattdalike spoons cpere used to eat the poptlar sopalalli or “soapberry™
wiixtrre, consisting of the berries awhipped up to a meringuelike stiff froth
in a mirture of cold water and olachen grease. The carving on the dish is
probably Tlingit, representing a Wolf, or Sea-wolf; the cromshatehing on
the right-hand spoon suggests reference to o Beaver; that on the left-hand
speon cannot be interpreted.

perfecrion, were used by the Chinookan groups of the lower Co-
lumbia, bur were trade articles made by the upriver interior tribes,
Farther north, ground slare blades are found in archacological sires,
where, at the dawn of history, ground shell knives and harpoon blades
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25. Chinook-style bowls of moun-
taim-sheep born. These particular
specimens were collected from the
Salish-speaking Quinault on the
Washington Const, bur were tm-
doultedly obtained i trade from
the Colwmbia River. Courtery of
Sewithsonian Institteion.

were more comman. In additgon to the stone adze blades, manls both
hafted and unhafted, previously mentioned, and the large, flar pile
drivers with prepared grips used by the Kwakiutl and Bella Coola
for driving stakes for fish weirs, a few stone vessels—paint-grinding
martars, “oil dishes,” and in the extreme south, shallow mortars used
with basker hoppers for grinding acorns—were made. The lower
Klamath Raver groups alse made pipe bowls, set in tobular wooden
stems, or, rarely, tubular stone F-ipcs, for smul:lng their tobacco.

MANUFACTURES

OF the materials just discussed, wood served for houses, canoes, stor-
age vessels, dishes, cooking utensils, eradles, and even—in the south—
for pillows. The areally rypical wooden houses fall into a series of
regional subpatterns. In the north, the Tlingir, Haida, Tsimshian, and
the Northern Kwakiutl-speaking Haisla built large recrangular gable-
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26, Dagram of Northern bowse vy pe, showing foived constrietion, Cotr-
tesy of University Musewn, University of Penusylkoania,

roofed houses, the clements of which were joined rogether. Heavy
horizontal members, or P!:tbf.s,, ran from corner post to corner post.
These timbers had deep channels or slots cur into them—the ground
plates along the upper side, and the roof plates on their lower sides—
into which the ends of the vertically placed wall planks of cedar firted
(Figs. 26-28). Huge ridgepoles were supported by heavy posrs ar front
and back; these in wrn supported the overlapping layers of roof
planking. The doorway, in the gable end Eﬂcing the beach, was often
in the form of a round or oval hole cur through the center post. Par-
ticularly among the Haida, an elaborately carved exterior post that
extended high above the roof was set up in front of the house, and
the gaping mouth of some crese figure formed the entrance. In many
of these houses a deep pit was dug some feer inside of the walls; in
fact, traditions tell of houses of renowned chiefs thar had a series of
four or five benches or steps. Across the back of the house, on the beneh
at ground level, if it had a deep central pit, and sometimes along the
sides, were the sleeping compartments of the important families oc-
cupying it. These were small cubicles built of planks—miniatures, even
to their gabled roofs, of the house. The front of the house-chief's com-
partment was sometimes painted with elaborate designs,

Farther south, among the remaining Kwakiut] divisions, the Bella
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a7, The old Haida village of Tanu, Queen Charlotte Islands, showing
botwre framies and totern poles (taken about 1900). C. F. Newcombe photo,

28, Honses of the Alaskan Haida chief, at the village of Howban, abont the
18gor or early 1goos. The claphoard structure it a Evvopennized version
of the micient bouse ¢y pe; next to it sands the joined framework of a bonse
of aboriginal type. Courtesy of Smichsonian Institution,
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29. A Seuthern Kaakil (Gdasile) fishing camp on Cape Cantion, show-
g the retugh-mnd-ready type of howuses set up at temporary sites, The
samre method of putting on the plank side, platnly shown bere, awas ned
in the old-seyle large winter bouses, however. Courtesy of Swmithronian
Institution.

Coola, and the MNootka, houses were made according to a different
structural plan, Heavy posts supported ridgepole and side plates, on
which the roof planks were laid. S0 low was the slope of the two
sides of the roof that some early sources described the houses as flac-
roofed, Sometimes a double ridgepole was used. The siding of the
house was erecred separately, only .l:r:r,'ond:rlly tied into the frame-
waork; that is to say, pairs of Fu]::s Were ser up just ourside the corner
posts and roof plate, and planks were placed horizonally, slung on
withes tied berween each pair of poles (Figs. 2g~32). These houses
were particularly adapted to a custom of their owners, who commonly
had house frames standing ar various fishing stations, and would strip
roof and siding off the house to take with them each time they moved.
Elaborate crest designs were often painted on the house frons. The
Kwakiutl divisions, in recent times at least, copied the practice of the
northern tribes in constructing plank-walled sleeping compartments
inside che house,



0. Sontbern Kwakiut] village at Salmon River.,

1. Old picttre of the Soutbern Kaeakiutl village of Fort Rupert, showing
howser with versical (nailed) siding, and ancicunt type of Kawakiutl “tetem
poles” Conrtesy of Smithsonian Institution.

[



MATERIAL CULTURE 50

Among some of the Bella Coola and Kwakiutl divisions, and the
Coast Tsimshian and possibly among the ancient Tlingit, if deseriptive
ancestral house names may be raken as evidence, a specialized variant
form of house was made by groups living on very narrow strips of
beach in the steep-walled fords, These were pile dwellings, buile
partly or enrirely over the warer. Alexander Mackenzie describes in
some detail the Bella Coola houses of this type that he saw on his
historic trip in 1793, A modification of the pile dwelling, known, on the
basis of archacological evidence, to have been used by some Tsimshian,
and according to traditions by eertain Kwakiutl, was the house raised
above high-tide level on a eribwork foundation of logs and poles. In
brief, regardless of which basic house type they used, these nurthern

32. A Sonthern Kapakintl village of the 18805, The vertical planking on
the bouse is one of the effects of the avallability of iron nails, The boldly
simplified carvings are typical of ancient Kavalinel art, before the recent
influence of the northern “totem pole® art,
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33. A ehief's horge in a Bella Coola village (probably Kimsguit), profably
near the end of the mineteenth or early part of the twentieth cemttry. The
bouse combimes alien influences: the framed doorway md awindows of
Evrppean sonrce; the falre plates and wailed vertical planking are initations
of aboriginal etstoms, Note the difference on the rarber ponderous carving
of the crest-display pole from the vigorons old-style Kavakintl carving
anrd s well fromn the more stylized carving of che worth, The gill net drying
on the racks in the left foreground is of Ewropemn commercial fishing type.
Corrrtesy of Smithsonian Institution.

tribes had sufficicnt mechanieal ingenuity to adape their dwellings to
any peculiar local need.

The Salish groups living around the Gulf of Georgia and Puger
Sound, and their neighbors in northwest and western Washingron, buile
houses of the same plan as the Kwakiucl, Bella Coola, and Nootka,
with horizontal siding structurally separate from the house frame,
but usually with shed, rthar is, one-pirch, roofs rather than gabled
ones (Fig. 14). Wide raised shelves that served as beds and for stor-
age ran along the walls. These houses were somewhat narrower than
those of the gable-roof type, but some were rremendously long—a
whole village or tribeler might occupy a single house of this kind. It
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34- Coare Salish shed-reof howse:  ddecececmcdideneoaicnn
a, diagram shotwing constriection; _{{-m
b, section of bouse; C, crossheams;
U, uprights; R, rafters; P, poles; L,
ropes made of cedar branches thae
pass throngh boles in the boards and
are tied arennd the poles.

must be added thar there was some overlapping of these two related
house types: some Southern Kwakiutl and Southern Nootkans used
the shed-roof type as well as the gabled roof; a few of the Gulf of
Georgia Salish buoile both gabled-roof houses and those with roofs
of a single slope,

At rimes, ar camps and remporary stations, the Salish groups also
built mar lodges like those of their interior cousins,

On the lower Columbia and along the Washington and Oregon
coasts another house type prevailed. Although similar to those already
described, it was a variant of the arcal pattern of recangular plank
structure. A deep recrangular pic was dug and lined with vertically
set planks. Corner posts and ridgepole posts supported long timbers
on which the roof planks were laid to form a steep-sloping gabled
roof, the caves of which were just above the ground. Raised plank
shelves like those in shed-roof houses were used as beds. The door-
way was at one of the gable ends; one entered and descended a notched
log ladder to the Aour level. The Washingron coast groups (excepe
the Makah who buile shed-roof houses), the Lower Chinook, and
most Oregon coast groups had dwellings of this type. The Arthapas-
can groups of southwest Oregon and the porthwest corer of Cali-
fornia built the same type of house, but with a pit enly a foot or so
deep, or withour a pit, so that the house stood mostly above the ground.
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The groups of the lower Klamath—Yurok, Karolk, and Hupa—
Duile seill another kind of howse. In some respeers it was more like the
structures of the extreme north of the arca. The house had a deep
central pit, bur the walls stood back away from ir, leaving a step or
bench ar ground level that served for storage space, as did a narrow
anteroom berween the double frone walls, Poor men might build a
house with a gabled roof, but a man of means and pride would have a
three-picch roof. A round deorway, just big enough o squecze
through, was cut through a big redwoed plank on one side of che
gable end ({Fig. 35).

There were few special struetures in the area. The northwest
Californians buil large rectangular sweathouses thar served as men's
clubhouses, Cerrain features of these strucrures, as well as their use—
the exit tunnel that also served as a flue for the fireplace, their use as
a men's clubhouse, the dircet fire-swearing rather chan sceam-swearing
—strangely enough recall both the baslis or men’s house of che
western Fskimo and the Liee of the Pueblo rribes of the Sourhwest.
The groups around Puger Sound and some of their Gulf of Georgia

35. Yurak bouses of redwood planks, Note the double slope of the roofs
on the far side of both bouses, aobich, scith the slope nearess the cmmera,
formeed the sy pical “three-pitel™ roof of the lower Klomath, Cotrtesy
of A. L. Krecher.
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relarives made small domed mar-covered sweatlodges, in which they
took steam baths by sprinkling water on hot stones in typical Plateau
fashion, In this, as in so many other trais, they reflecred their close
ties with their Incerior Salish kin, Along the mainland shores of the
Gulf of Georgia from Point Grey to Bure Inler, semisubrerranean
lodges of pure interior type were known and oceasionally construcred.
Traditions of both Bella Coola and Tsimshian refer to similar struc-
tures as having been wsed by their ancestors long ago,

It has been remarked previously thar the Indians of our area
preferred water travel to any other method of reanspore. While, un-
like the Polynesians, they did not make long voyages over the open
se, many of the northern groups were sufficiently comperent mari-
ners to cruise coastwise on voyages of several hundred miles, Kwalkiutl
and Haida raided the villages around Puger Sound sailing down Queen
Charlorre Sound and the Gulf of Georgia in their huge war canoes,

In the north, Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian, all the Kwakiucl divi-
sions, and the Bella Coola used a rype of canoe with high projecting
bow and stern, a sharp verdeal curvwarer or forefoor, and a rounded
counter (Fig. 36a). The projecting elements, which served o re-
pel wave crests thar would otherwise swamp the craft, were separate
pieces, searffed and ficted o che hull, and sewed tghr with withes
threaded through drilled holes, Elaborare designs were painted on the
bows and, anciently, carved figures represencing family erests were
sometimes mounted fore and afe on the bowsprit-like projecting pieces,
Some of the large canoes—for example the Haida dugours made of
the tremendous clean-grained red cedar of the Queen Charlowe [shnds
—were more than fifty feet long, and seven to cight feet in beam, and
could carry a considerable quantiry of cargo or a large number of
warriors, While all the northern rribes made both large and small
canoes of this style, the Haida canoe makers were c-spm:inily esreemed
for their crafrsmanship, and the mainland groups sought wo buy the
Haida-built eraft when the tribes assembled at the olachen-fishing
grounds on the Nass River every spring. Gulf of Georgia and Puger
Sound Salish constructed whae was essentially a small low-sided variant
of this eype (Fig. 36¢) for cruising their more sheleered warers.

The Mootka were also renowned canoe makers. Crafr built by
their cxperts were traded far and wide amuong their Salish neighbors,
and even to the Chinouk of the lower Columlia and the tribes of the
central Oregon coast. The Nootka cance differed from the northern



36. Principal types of canoes on the Northbwest Coast. All are shown with
bow to right, stern to left: a, the “Northern™ type; b, the Nootha type; o
and I represent eross-sections, anidships, of the two types, and show fn-
portant structiral difference. Both these types of canoves avere made in
varions sizes and proportions, that i, a sesl-hunting canoe, intended to
carry tawo or three men swiftly and serndlessly over the avater, scondd bave
the semme gemeral owtline, bur be movaller and both relatively narrower and
racier in line than one intended to earry larger guantities of freight or a
oar party; &, Coast Salish version of the Northern type, with low botw and
stern, for travel on sheltered avaters; d, swtall “shovelnose™ camoe, sed
by neany groups for river travel, These craft were built with both ends
fust alibe,
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type in having a low vertical sternpost, and a graceful arc from the
sharp-edged forefoot to the projecting prow piece (Fig. 368). The bot-
tom of the hall was Aat and the sides were sheered, that is, Aared out-
ward to the gunwales, through a ser of varying curves neatly caleu-
lated to ward off the seas instead of allowing them to come aboard.
The graceful and practical lines of the Nootka canoe made it one of
the finest seagoing vessels buile by any primitive people. Some mari-
time historians believe that the Aowing curve from forefoot o prow
and the bold sheer of the bows of the Nootka eraft inspired the New
England designers of that queen of the seas, the American clipper
ship, whose racy bow lines were nearly identical.

While dugout cances were buile on the lower Klamarth, as in all

37 Two ancient typer of canoes, which bave not been made for many
years, birt awere seen by early travelers on the Coast and are recailed by
elderly inforuants: a, war canoe formerly wade by Southern Kugakiutl,
and perbaps some neighboring Coare Salish. The high, wide bow piece
(awhich nmest bave been @ sepavate piece, fastened to the bull ae the lower
margin of the wide white-painted stripe) served as a shield to warriors and
paddlers awben “hitting the beack™ at an enemy village. Some carly drow-
ings (for cxamiple, thore of the artist Paul Kane) shotw some canoes of this
type with loopholes cut through the bow piece. b, Variane of the Northern
type, with a deep boardlike botw which was usually claborately painted,
wmade probalily chiefly by the Haida and traded to their neighbors. These
craft may have been used principaily for ceremontal occasions; they mimst
have made a grear deal of leeway in a cross cwind.
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38, Lower Klomath dug-
ot canoe. Note the bigh
steefr ends (the stern dif-
fers frome the bosw only
i baving the seat carved
on the mbonrd side) and
rottirded bl section that
wrrade this eraft bighly ma-
werrverable i swife water,
bt eramky on the open
ser. The chein painter is,
of conrse, modern, Conr-
tesy of A. L. Krocker.,

the rest of the area, a special local pattern was evalved, These vessels
were primarily river crafr, round-hottomed, straight-sided, with high
freeboard, and with blune, upturned ends thar made chem exceptionally
mancuverable even in swife currents (Fig, 38). Nonfunctional yokelilke
picees areached o the blunt prow and stern suggest aravistic sarvivals
of the separate prow and stern Picocs of the northern and Nootkan
dugoms, Coast Yurok and their Arhapasean-speaking neighbors im-
mediately to the north pur to sea in these crafr, but for shore rips
only, for the canoes were better suited for river travel than for the
deep sea.

The foregning were the principal varieties of Morthwest Coast
canoes, but are far from completing the roster. A widely, if sporadi-
cally, diseribured river eance with round boreom, narrow, straight
lines and bluntly pointed ends is usually called the “shovelnose™ type.®
Most of the Coast Salish made and used chese erafe for river travel,
even the groups living on the seacoast who had Nootka- or northern-
style canocs for use on salt water, Tn another part of the area, Lewis
and Clark observed huge bluntly poinced dugours, apparently over-
sized shovelnose models, with large carved figures mounted at bow
and stern, among the Chinook of the Columbia. Farther north, the
Southern Kwakivtd and a few Nootka and Gulf of Georgia Salish
who rraded with Kwakiutl had canoes with a wide, entirely verrical
prow qu:-: and shore vertical stern like chat of the Noorka t:,’pe.‘l‘ In
the extreme north, the Yakutat Tlingic made a variane of the northern-

*Fig. y6d. 1 Fig. 37a.
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style canoe with an underwater projection, something like the ram of
an old-fashioned dreadnoughe, This fearure may have served to pro-
rect the hull from the sale-water “seum tee.” The Yakurar and cheir
Chilkac relatives knew and oceasionally vsed Eskimo-style umiaks—
large open vessels of hide strerched over slender ribs and wood framing.

Fxcept in the extreme south of the area, all these canoes were

opelled with paddles, wsually with a lanceolate blade and cros or
“erurch™ handle. There were, of course, minor variations within the
areal pareern, A Nootka sea hunter used a paddle thar rapered to a
very slender elongared rip, six or eighr inches long, thar was supposed 1
allow the water to run off the paddle blade quickly and quictly instead
of lerring the drops spatter noisily with each struke to frighten the seal
or sea oteer. In the north, especially among the Haida, paddie blades
were often elaborately painted with family erests. Southward, many
Coase Salish and Chinookan groups had special paddles for river rravel
with deeply notched instead of pointed tips, The purpose of the notch
was to enable the canoeman to brace his paddle againse snags, roots,
and boulders. In northwestern California, a eombination pole and
paddle, that is, a pole with a slightly widened, flatcish end, proved most
practicable for river use.

Afrer a few years of European contacts, the Indians began to
seep mases in their seagoing canoes, and rig sails of heavily woven
cedarbark mats or of canvas, Before thar time, however, they knew
nothing of sailing. Even after they learned to use sails, they could only
sail with the wind well astern, for otherwise the keelless canoes made
too much leeway, and could not possibly beat into the wind.

Orher canoe appurtenances include bailers, of a variety of local
forms, and neatly made rackle boxes shaped vo fir snugly in the nar-
rowed spaces ar bow and stern.

Household furnishings consisted chiefly of articles made of wood
or woven of eedarbark, Wooden boxes that served a host of purposes
were made from Tlingit country to the coast of VWashingron. The
Indian carpenter seleeted a suitable thin plank of red cedar, cut it o
a width corresponding to the height desired for the box, then, afrer
carefully measuring with a set of measuring sticks, cur three channcls
as wide as they were deep across che board, a good three-fourths or
even more of the way through. Then, using his steaming technique
for softening wood, he bent the board into a right angle at each eut



30 Kerfed and bemt wooden boxes, Kuwabiuwel, The “busiters boxer®
tapered [rom tep to Bottons to perwsit stewage in bow or stern of a canee,
so the cuts were wade slanting. Ordinary box boards were cut straighe.

L
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(Fig. 39). The two ends were scarfed and either pegged or sewed to-
gether with withes of spruce root, A rabbet was cut along one long edge
of the beard so thar the bottam of the box could be Areed in snugly.
Haoles were drilled through sides and borrom, and dowel-like pegs were
driven up hard to hold the boteom firmly in place. A box properly
made in this fashion was absolurely warerright. Tt could be used as
a cooling vessel by bringing water in it to a boil by dropping in a
few red-hot stones, pi.r_'ku.;l from the fire with wooden rongs, Firted
with lids, of the overlapping rype in the north, or rabberred among
Southern Kwakivtl and Nootka, these boxes served for storage. In
them were stowed all sorts of possessions: masks and ritual parapher-

0. End (above) and side (below) of carved Haida box, reported to have
beern tised By o famsons shaman for stoving Bis professional kit. The carving
on the end represents ¢ Raven, that on the side appears to be a Beaver,
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nalia, valuables, furs and clothing, erade blankers in historic ames, and
even the prized oils rendered from candlefish and from whale blubber.
In the north, the usual crest designs were painred on these boxes, and
the Haida ofren carved these designs into the box fronts and sides
{Fig. 40). The northern storage boxes tended to be both squarer and
squatrer than those of Southern Kwalkiutl and Nootka, who decorated
their high narrow eontainers with tastefully spaced rows of Auting and
inlays of sea-otrer tecth and sea-snail opercula. There were many other
uses for these boxes; they were made in different proportions according
to their purpase. Very long narrow ones were slung from the rafrers at
ceremonials to serve as drums; small square boxes were made for
water buckets, Quivers, babies' cradles, and erinker and mckle boxes
were all made in rhe same rechnique (Fig. 41). The groups from the
Chinook southward, who did not make these boxes with one-piece
sides, made storage boxes by hollowing vur big blocks of cedar or
redwood and firring snug lids to chem.

Dishes were usually made in troughlike form, hollowed out of
blocks of alder, The Kwakiutl and groops to che north of them ofren
muodified the basically simple dish shape into human or animal forms,
especially in the case of the huge feast dishes (Figs. 42, 44-45).

While claborarely carved and painted backrests were made in

4. Kavabiutl cradie. The sides awere berfed and bent, like a wooden box.
These cradies were padded with finely wworked mats and shredded red
cedarbark; the baby awar lashed in sectrely so be conld not fall out qwhen
the eradle avar carried or mypended from a rope and mwing. Cradles of
chicfs' ehildren were often claborately carved or painted.



42, Kavakintl wooden feast dishes,

T
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the north, only the people of the lower Klamath made seats—simple
but neatly finished redwood stools. Elsewhere people sar on the ground,
or on the ubiquitous checkerwork mars of red cedarbark. These mars
should really be considered furniture too: as has been remarked, they
were used to sit on, as mattresses, and as tablecloths. The Salish groups
and their neighbors to the south used mats of tules for che same pur-

0ses,
The Northwest Coast dress styles were very distincrive, As in
almest all other aspects of the coleure of the arca, even most of the
minor regional variation that occurred was within the limits of the
basic pateerns. Fitved or wilored garments were not used, excepr by
the northern Tlingit divisions, The Chillkar division and perhaps their
lkinsmen who trelked over the mouontains into the frigid interior
often wore one-piece eronsers-and-moccasing of buckskin, and fringed
buckskin shirts trimmed with porcupine-quill embroidery, typical

43 Kavakiut wooden feast dishes.
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¢4 Oil dishes of the Haida to bold grease in wbich food was dipped. These
three specimens represent bair seals, not becawse that ayimal awar g crest,
bt i reference to the fae rendered from bair sealt and served i such
vessels,

garb of Athapascan neighbors. Elsewhere, when the weather permitred,
men went abour nude—except for the Tlingir, whose breechcloth was
a type of garment almost surely borrowed from the interior, Women
wore one- or two-piece skirts of buckskin among Tlingit and Tsim-
shian, of shredded cedarbark among their neighbors to the south, and
of strands of shredded maple bark or buckskin in northwestern Cali-
fornia, Tlingir women wore their skirts over a rather shapeless buck-
skin slip, at least on cold days. In northwest California, a close-ficring,
neatly made twined baskerry cap was customarily wormn by the
women, On Puget Sound and among the Upper Chinook, women wore
baskeery caps of truncared conical form, identical with those of the
Mez Percé and other Plareau groups. Throughour the area both sexes
usually went barefoor, although nearly all the groups knew how ro
make rude moceasing for wear on the rare oeeasions when they traveled
back into the mounrains in winter. A number of carly historic sources
comment on the way in which the Indians walked abour barefoot in
the snow with no apparenr discomfore. Whether this resistance to
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41. Feast dish representing g Beover, probably of Tliugit wanufactire,
The striations on thoulders and buttocks symbolize beaver “awork mrks™
on trees gnawwed dewn by thore animals,

eold was doe ro conditioning from childhood on, or to the oil-rich
diet, or to 2 combination of both, is unknown. For rainy weather the
Indians from fhe Columbia northward slipped on flaring conical capes,
woven of shredded cedarbark, that covered them from neck o el-
bow bur allowed considerable frecdom of arm movement. Tsimshian
and Tlingit relied principally on robes, and the Haida, Kwakiuel, and
Nootka used recrangular rain capes of cedarbark marting. A dghtly
woven, wide-brimmed baskerry rain har (Fig. 46) completed the
costume, although in eold weather a woven robe, rwined-woven of
shredded yellow cedarbarl, might be wormn under the rain cape. A
robe of black bearskin, sea-oteer pelts, marmor skins, or other warm
fur was sumetimes worn inseead, especially by chiefs,

The waven robes of yellow cedarbark just mentioned were manu-
factured principally by the Nootkan and Kwakiutl groups, and per-
haps by Coast Tsimshian, bur were traded widely both o noreh and
south, They were of a distinctive shape, being straight along the top
and sides, with 2 curved lower edge that made the robe longer in
the middle than on the sides, These garments were made of sofr loosely
twisted hanks of che inner bark of yellow cedar. To malke a robe, the
weaver hung the hanks of bark fiber, doubled over a cord suspended
from a loom bar, and “ewined” them together. In “rwining,” the wefts,
or horizontal elements, were doubled, and each pair was crossed over
abour each suspended hank (or “warp" as the verrical elements in
weaving are called) in tarn, across the width of the blanker, The wefres
were widely spaced, so that the surface texture was mainly thae of the
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soft warps. In ordinary robes of this rype the wefts were simply thin
ecords of tightly spun red cedarbark, but in herrer-qualicy producrs
some wefts of mountain-goat wool were used. An added touch of
luxury was given at times by sewing narrow strips of sea-otter fur
along the borders of rthe robe,

A rechnically more claborate robe, bur one which in form, rech-
n'lr.]uc, and type of loom on which it was made was closely related o
the cedarbark robe, was the so-called "Chilkar blanker” (Fig. 48).
This English designation was given the garment because for many
generations—perhaps the major part of the historie period—these
robes have been woven only by Chilkar women, There are indications
that formerly some other Tlingir divisions may have made them, how-

6. Basketry hats: a, Nootkan chicfs bat with woven designs of whaling
scenes; b, Kapalin! type, with painted design; ¢, Thingit seyle, with painred
design; d-e, painted and plaie types, Haida,
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47, Kawakintl woman in oncient-style cedarbark cape and robe,

ever, and that the rechnique may have been borrowed from the Tsim-
shian, According to one Chilkar tradition, the Tsimshian formerly
made dancing aprons and 11a]f-1cgging‘.i in the same technique. A
Chilkat bride of a Tsimshian chief learned the art. At her death, 2
dance apron she had woven was sent to her home, where her rela-
tives studied the weave, locsening and anraveling it bit by bir till they
understood how it was done. They then began to make robes in the
same fashion. This is of course not the only evidence of Tsimshian
priuri:}r in the craft; some very old :ipl:i:i.nl.l:-nﬁ1 differing somewhar in
style from recent Chilkar examples, have been observed among the
heirlooms of Tsimshian chicfs, Also, a5 Licurenant Emmons pointed
out in his elassic study of the eraft, the Chilkar robes are decorated
with the typically compact multi-element decorative patterns of the
Tsimshian, whereas “dance shirts,” a purely Chillat development in
the same rechnique, bear the more spacious and slightly more realistie
Thingir designs.

These robes, which are outstanding expressions of northern coast
texrile art, are woven by the women of yarn span from mountain-
goat wool (the warps are of goar wool with a core of yellow cedar-
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bark twine; this latter material must of course be imported by the
Chilkat). Men hunt the goars that provide the wool, make the “half-
loom" on which the weaving is done (this is a loom with a single bar
from which the warps are suspended with their lower ends free), make
various measuring sticks and other devices, and paint the pattern
boards from which the weaver copies her design. Afrer months of
spinning and dyeing her yarn, she is ready to scr up her loom. First
the warps are carcfully measured and cut, so that their lower ends
form the proper curve (in some specimens, the lower edge forms a
shallow WV rather than a rrue curve). Then she binds the warps to-
gether at the top with several rows of twined weaving, using a special
1.-:.1-'11:Ly of that technique, Her next step is carefully to measure the
design panels of the pattern board, and to measare and count them
off on the warps, Fach lot of warps that will form a panel is tied into
a bundle, and usually tucked into a container of dried mountain-goar
or bear gut to keep it clean (Fig. 40). One of the unique features of

48, An excellent exaple of a finely woven Chilkat Manket, The strips of
fur sewsn on across the top were ordinarily sea-otter or mink,
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#7. Kwakmtl woman in meient-style cedarbark cape ond robe,

ever, and that the technique may have been borrowed from the Tsim-
shian, According to one Chilkat tradition, the Tsimshian formerly
made dancing aprons and half-leggings in the same rtechnique. A
Chilkat bride of 2 Tsimshian chief learned the art. At her death, 2
dance apron she had woven was sent to her home, where her rela-
tives studied the weave, !nruitning and unraveling it bic L‘l:,." bit nll they
understood how it was done. They then began to make robes in the
same fashion, This is of course not the only evidence of Tsimshian
priority in the eraft; some very old specimens, dil’fn_-ring somewhar in
style from recent Chilkar examples, have been observed among the
hetrlooms of Tsimshian chicfs. Also, as Licutenant Emmons pointed
out in his elassic study of the crafr, the Chilkar robes are decoraed
with the typically compacr multi-element decorative patterns of the
Tsimshian, whereas “dance shires,” a purely Chilkar development in
the same technique, bear the more spacious and slightly more realistic
Tlingic designs.

These rebes, which are outstanding expressions of northern eoase
textile Aart, aré woven ]J:," the women of Yarn spun from mouncain-
goat wool (the warps are of goat wool with a core of yellow cedar-
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bark vwine; this latrer marerial must of course be imported by the
Chilkat}. Men hunt the goats thar provide the wool, make the “half-
loom™ on which the weaving is done (this is a loom with a single bar
from which the warps are suspended wich their lower ends free), make
various measuring sticks and other devices, and paint the pattern
boards from which the weaver copies her design. Afrer months of
spinning and dyeing her yarn, she i ready to set up her loom. First
the warps are carcfully measured and cur, so that their lower ends
form the proper curve (in some specimens, the lower edge forms a
shallow V' rather than a true curve). Then she binds the warps to-
gether at the top with several rows of rwined weaving, using a special
variety of that technique, Her next step is carefully to measure the
design pancls of the partern board, and ro measure and count them
off on the warps. Each lot of warps that will form a panel is tied into
a bundle, and usually racked inro a container of dried mountain-goat
or bear gut to keep it elean (Fig. 49). One of the unique features of

48, An excellene exaonple of a fincly woven Chilkat blanket. The strips of
fur sewn on across the top wwere ardinarily sea-atter or mink,
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“half loae,” frome wwbich the blanket is suspended ae the o, the motmiai-
goat gut bags ta beep rhe ends of the frivge clean, md the parterm=board
on the aweaver's right,

this weaving technique is thar the robe is not woven as a single picce,
but inco separare panels which are joined together with sinew or wool-
and-bark cord as the work progresses. These joints are concealed with
a three-clement false embroidery, which is alse used to border cach
color arca within the pancl. Within the panel the weaving is done in
a “twilled ewining” technique; that is, the wefts seize two warps at a
time, each row splitting the pairs of the previous one, The colors used
are four: whire, the natural color of the carcfully washed wool; blaclk,
blve, and yellow, The three last-named were produced by soaking
hemloclk bark, copper, and lichen impurrud from the interior, respec-
tively, in mordant solutions of wrine, then dipping the yams. The
borders of the robe at sides and bottom are not woven, properly
speaking, bur are finished off in a sort of braiding technique. The
long ends are left free to form a fringe, which is thickened by tying
in additional strands,
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The “dance shirt,” a knee-lengeh, unficted tunic, usually sleeve-
less, has been mentioned as a peculiarly Tlingic garment. It may be a
replica of an ancient type of mooschide armor. Authorities are not
in agreement as to whether it is itself an ancient form, or one recently
developed by the Chilkat, The methods of weaving used are ident-
cal with those used for the robe; it is simply woven on a higher and
narrower loom. The dance aprons and leggings woven in the sane
technique are now quite rare, They have not been made for many
years, perhaps since the Tsimshian abandoned the are.

It is interesting to note thar the “Chilkar blanket™ (and daneing
shire) is one of the very few ancient artistic products whose manu-
facture is still carried on. Afrer a brief period of experimenting with
cheap, imported colored yarns, the Chilkat weavers returned to their
aboriginal materials and methods, which they use to this day. The
chief innovation is that commercial dyes, particularly for blue, are
often used. The robes and shires are rarcly sold to rourists, however,
for they are extremely expensive, The purchasers are traditionalise
Tlingit, who buy them to have at hand for sentimental reasons, to
display at feasts, and to be buried in,

There are a few museum specimens collected in early historic
rimes, cither from the Tsimshian or perhaps slightly farther south, in
which weaves used and type of design vary from char of the more
recent Chilkar robes. In rwo of these, borh from the Tsimshian
(Fig. 50), typical northern Norchwest Coast designs are used, bue
in a different way from modern examples. The chird well-known ex-
ample, collecred abour eBoo somewhere along the coase, is distinerive
because of irs purely geomerric parterns and the amazing variery of
weaving techmiques utilized (Fig, 51), Probably in former times there
were a number of local varieties of this same basic type of rexrile in the
nerthern part of our area,

The Salish groups along the shores of the Gulf of Georgia and
the Straits of Juan de Fuca possessed three disrincr rexrile weaving
complexes. This is one of the very few fields in which they could
demonstrate technologic superiority over their northern neighbaors,
They also used a grearer varicty of marerials in rheir robes. Not only
did they spin yarn of moeuntain-goat wouol, bur they kept a special
breed of small woolly dogs which they sheared ar intervals, just like
domestic sheep, The fine down of ducks and geese, and, as well, the
*downy™ pappus of cattail reeds or of “fireweed,” was mixed into and



so. Tsimhion weaving in the Chilkat technigue: a, old goat-wosl robe
wwith Killer-whale design; b, geometric design on a shire,

-]



gt Fromt and reverse of robe collected about 1800 in Tsimshim or North-
ern Kavakintl territery. This specimen i interesting not only because of
its geometvic design, but becanse it ir made =oith a wariety of weaving
technigies. Note that the left half af the (fromt) central pawel is duplicated
ont the reverse side, whereas the color scheme of the right-hand panel is
reversed, because of different weaves, The braided tassels on the frone side
are duplicated in a few old Chilkat blankets. Courtesy of Fesbody Mu-
senret, Harvard University.
L
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52, Coast Salith dog-twwool Mankets. The looms on which they were woven,
and other appertenmces, such ar the spindles awith which the yarn way
sptear, can be formd i o meneber of mnserns, bue the only pictire of the
actial weaving process is thir one painted by the artist Pand Kane, The
anall deg i the foreground s preswmably one of the breed kept for their
lang woally bair, with whick the weeving war done, Phatograph of paint-
ing by conrtesy of the Royal Ontarie Museton of Archacology.

caught up with the long hanks of vegeral Abers and wool to make yarn.
Yellow cedarbark was used litele if ac all by these groups. Some or
all of these maerials were bearen together with a special elay thae
cleansed them, carded with the fngers, and spun into a rthick yarn
on a long hand-twirled .s|u'1'|d|r_' with a large decorated spindle whorl
of hardwood or bene thar served as a flywheel to maincain an even
renston on the yarn as it was spun.

One of the Salish weaving complexes—thar mechanically most
elaborate—involved the use of a “full,” or two-bar, loom, with the
single continuous warp strerched over rwo horizontal bars ser one
above the other in a frame and looped over a string (Fig. 52). When
the blanker was finished, the cross string was cur and withdrawn and
the two ends of the robe came aparr. The robes were woven in a
rwilled checker (over rwo, under vne) rechnique, like the rabbirskin
robes of many Plarcan and Great Basin Indians of the interior, from
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which they differ only in usc of the loom. Probably the basic method
is 2 imnh-rc of the Plateau-Grear Basin cultural ancestry of the
Coast Q'thih

The other principal blankermaking technique, which was used
for two quite distiner producrs, urilized simple twined weaving simi-
lar o that of the Kwaliurl-Noorka yellow cedarbarl robes. We have
little or no information on manufacturing procedures except For what
may be deduced from study of the finished specimens. Probahly the
wark was done on the same type of “half-loom™ or suspended warp
loom as was used by Kwakiurl and Maootkan weavers, and the makers
of the nerthern Chilkar robes. The Salish rwined-woven robes are
typically rectangular in form, lacking the curved or shallowly pointed

Bl 3 y SR L = =

$3. A robe of duck dowcn, collected from the Mabab, wwhe learned to
malks sueh texiles from their Salish weighbors, The awarps, whick run
borizontally as the specimen is shown (and war worn), ore tade of banks
of bark fiber inte avhich quantitics of dewn were caught. The =widely
spaced cedarbark awefts are ot visible, beimg concealed by the down, The
predomduant color of the voke is the rich seft browen of mallard down, with
a few strips of white; it is remarkably light in weight, but soft and warm,
Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution.



s A Const Salish “nobility blanker,” collecred by Lieutemant Wilkes,
U.SN., on the lower Colamnkia River about 18¢1. The colors are chiefly
native dyes; warions tones of yellow ond brown on a white ground, with a
litthe Black, Bwe, and red. The aweave is plain meiving; slanting design
elemeres are formed by actually changing the divection of the weft ele-
sments from horizontal to the desired slope, and the undulating lines of the
lowcer zome are formed by working the awefts in curves. The specimen
conld mot pessibly have been woven on the “full" or two-bar loom re-
ported for the Coast Salish, The central panel, with the three broad stripes
an the white grawnd, war apparently woven separately and sewed in along
fts sider, remtinding one of the “panel wenving™ of the Chilkat blanket.
Courtesy of Smithsonian Inseitsirion,

£5. (Opposite) A Salish robe of dog ond smonmtain-goar sweol, colleceed in
the 18go5, which combives two very differemt weaves. The contral (all
avhite) portion it wwoven in the twilled checber techuigue, and conld have
been made on a two-bar loow. The sides are closely wwoven in a plain
tasiing, with awefes shanted to produce dingonal lives, just as i the “nobil-
iey® robes, This specimen proves that the Salish nrilized twe distinet weav-
ing complexes; the side sirips are wot wmends, but integral parts of the
original smanfacture, Conrtesy of Swithsonimn Institution.

'
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lower edge of the yellow cedarbark robes and the Chilkat blankets.
The rwo principal varieties of this Salish rwined weaving were very
different in appearance. One consisted of robes of wool andfor eider-
down warps with widely spaced cedarbark wefrs (Fig. 53). The
major difference berween these and the yellow cedarbark robes of
MNootka and Kwakiutl neighbors was in the marerials; a secondary
difference was that the twining was usually done transverse to the
long dimension of the robe, racher than parallel o it as by Wakashan
weavers. The other variety of twined weaving, the so-called “no-
bility" or “organized” robes, was one in which wefts were closely
spaced, so that they, racher than the warps, formed rhe surface of the
finished robe. Some of these blankers in museum collections, ac-
quired around the middle of the ninereenth century, include yarns
of European make obtained from traders, and some strands of narive
materials colored with non-native dyes, but most of the marerials and
dyes seem rta be of Indian origin (Fig. 54). There are rtwo characrer-
istic features of the weaving thar deserve mention: first, in 2 number
of specimens a separarely woven central design panel suggests re-
lationship to the panel weaving typical of the Chilkar blanket; second,
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7. Salich awoven
belts and pack straps
(tumeplines), col-
lecred abont 1841,
The rechnigues of
weaving tsed are
the same as those of
the “nobility blan-
Fers” Conrtesy of
Smithsonian
Instizution.
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diagnnal lines in th:t;ign were produced by slanting the wefrs (pulling
the warps to one side or the other) rather than by stopping a series
of rows of a color one space shorter or one space longer than the pre-
ceding, a5 is ordinarily done in textiles and basketry. This is 2 most
unique method of achieving the desired slanting effeet. One might
appraise the two major kinds of weaving as products of two distinet
cultares, were it nor thar in a few specimens both techniques, twilled
checker and simp]c twining, were sometimes incorporared in one and
the same objeer (Fig. 55). Some belts and rumplines, eollecred from
Coast Salish in the middle of the nincreench century, were made with
the same techniques as the “nobilivy blankers™ (Fig, 56).

These Salish and Chilkar robes, and even the Kwakiutl-Noatka
ones of yellow cedarbark that had a few strands of mountain-goar
wool yarn woven in, were highly prized, and were traded widely
along the coast, as far south as the Columbia River. Such luxury ap-
parel was not worn daily, of course, bur was reserved for festive oc-
casions. Other articles of dress used by the three northernmost na-
tions for special functions include dance aprons and knee-length leg-
gings woven in the same technique as the Chilkar robes (Fig. 57).
Dance aprons of buclskin and hnlf—IEggin__qs, painted and, ar rimes,
omamented with a livle porcupine-quill embroidery, were found
among the same northern groups (Fig. s8). They also used elaborate
headgear composed of a maskerce mounred on a headband, ser with

57. Anold Chilkat dancing shirt, The design grea, woven of motntain-gost
avool, in Chilkar blanket seyle, is monnted on a bueksbine backivg, The
jinglers on the fringe are mostly puffin beaks, The design in the woven area
it Deaver. Courtesy of Swithsonian Institueion.



58 A very old
Tsimshian danee leg-
ging (really a balf
legging, covering the
shin down to the
anlkele), It is trade of
Daecesbing, noith its
design of percupine-
| quill embroidery; the
| jimglers on the side are
i | piffine beaks. Sore
| leggings of this type
awere winde with a
desigh area woven of
wHewntain-goat woeel,
then mounted on
buckskin.

o e

5 Chiefs beaddresses, consisting of forebead mask of wood with abalote-
shell inlays, and a trailer of cloth (mneiently of bucksbin) covered awith
ermine skins, The forehead masks in concept, though not in siyle, are
reminiscent of somie Western Esbimeo ceremonial regalia: a, representing
a beaver, is from the Haida; b, representing a bawk, is Trimshian; o and &'
are the backs of a and b,

&H
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sea-lion whiskers, and with streamers of ermine skins down the back
(Fig. 59). Necklaces of various shells, especially the msk-like dentalia
regarded as highly valuable and dredged from a few offshore beds by
the MNootka, were highly prized. In addition there were endless
varietics of masks, carved helmers, and the wurban-like rings of cedar-
bark that were the insignia of the dancing societics, in use among all
the tribes from Tlingit territory to the Olympic Peninsula. (The
Salish of the Gulf of Georgia had fewer masks and less in general of
the elaborate festive equipment than their neighbors ro the norchwest
and west; those of Puger Sound had few or none of such luxury irems.)

In historic times the “bumon blanket™ became a popular garment
for formal wear, This was either a trade blanket or other picce of hcav:l.r
cloth to which many large pearl-shell burrons were sewn, the usnal
design being the outline of a family erest. Oceasionally appliqué de-
signs in red flannel were also sewn on trade blankers,

The Oregon and Californian participanes in the areal culture had
different kinds of equipment for festivals, bur, as in the north, much of
their paraphernalia consisted of articles deemed t have an incrinsic
valoe. Thus, the denralia shells prizcd by the more norcherly peoples,
on the lower Klamath attained a starus approximating thar of money
among ourselves, Many-srranded necklaces of these shells were worn
in the Californian dances. Huge beaurifully flaked blades of red or
black obsidian, another form of wealth, were carried by cerrain per-
formers. Headdresses were wide bands of deerskin arcached to which
was another form of currency, the scarlet-feathered scalps of the pi-
leated woodpecker. In fact, it has been said thar in the festivals of the
lower Klamath the individual dancers were of slight consequence—
they were lirtle more than mannequins who modeled and displayed the
wealth and treasures of men of importance whe sat by as spectators,

Personal ornament was somewhar varied, although ear pendants
and nose pins (passed through a hole made in the nasal seprum) were
widely used. Clusters of denralia were favored for wear in the cars;
in historic times squares cur from the iridescent shell of the abalone,
brought from the cenrral California coast by white traders, came to
have great vogue. Tlingir, Haida, Tsimshian, Haisla, and Heilsuk
women wore labrets—elliptical plugs of wood or bone, grooved around
the edge like a pulley wheel, These were inserted in perforations
through their lower lips, Young Kwakiurl and Nootka women wore
right-firting anklets, and sometimes bracelers of bands of sea-ortrer fur,
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to improve their appearance. Face painring for every day was usually
for cosmetic purposes—an all-over type for procection against sun,
wind, and cold. Elaborare and multicolored designs were usual only
on festive occasions, although ameng nearly all the tribes gay young
dandies adorned themselves with showy pateerns for no reason but van-
ity. In the northern half of the area, ceremonial face-painting pateerns
usually referred to the family's heraldie erests, Apparently only the
Tsimshian had mirrors other than a basket or box of water or a tran-
quil pool. They made keystane-shaped mirrors of ground slace, with
constrictions at the middle. By pouring a film of water on the smooth
surface, a vain Tsimshian could contemplate his or her reflection, On
serious rieal occasions, Kwaldutl, Bella Coola, and Nootka washed their
hair and bathed, using stale urine as a detergent, Haida and Tlingic fol-
lowed the same practice at times. Combs—some of them very ormate
—were made for hairdressing, but were not worn (Fig. 6o).

Some tattooing was practiced by most of the groups. The de-
signs were often simple; che operation was casually performed. Crese
designs, however, were tattooed on young persons of high rank in
the north, pardicularly among the Haida, who used the most elaborate
and cxtensive patterns and applied them on ceremonial occasions—that
is, major potlatches. A high-ranking Haida man or woman was con-
sdered fully rattooed when the backs of the hands, both arms from
wrist to shoulder, the chest, thighs, and lower legs, and upper surfaces
of the feet bore crest designs. Sometimes the checks and back were
W also decorared. Ar the southern end of the area, girls’
& chins were tartoved with broad vertical lines; no rep-
resenmative designe were used.

to. Wooden comb, Tlingit: the carving represents a
frear siteing on fts basarches, with o fish resting on its
b 220 i Bmcer,
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Along the lower Columbia and northward, newly born infants’
heads were flaceened by binding a padded board ar an angle against
the forehead. This produced a wide, flat form of deformation, some-
times referred to as the “Chinook” type, bur also found among the
Coast Salish. The Nootka and Kwaldutl used head pressers that pro-
duced an elongated, tapering head form, sometimes called the “Kos-
kimo" type, after the Kwakiuel eribe who carried this type of de-
formation to its most exereme form. A third variety, known as the
“Cowichan type,” was found among the Gulf of Georgia Salish, and
was more or less intermediate between the other two forms. The
northernmost tribes did nor practice head deformarion.

The arms used in the area before the introduction of European
muskets and cutlasses were: bows and arrows; spears, or rather pikes,
handled like fixed bayoners, not thrown; slings; and a variety of clubs
and daggers for arrack ar close quarrers. The same type of bow, in
fact the same bows, were used interchangeably for war and huncing,
The rypical bow was made of a shorr, rather heavy stave of yew or
other hardwood. It was worked down o a cylindrical grip ar the
middle, which gave into wide arms that varied from flattish o tri-
angular cross-section, and was strung with a heavy cord of rwisted
sinew. [n the extreme north, among the Tlingit, the upriver Tsimshian,
and the Bella Coola, and in the south, among the Chinook and the Ore-
gon coast and northwest Californian tribes, sinew-backed bows—thar
is, bows whose elasticity was increased by fastening a layer of dried
sinew to the back or ouwter side—were used by some hunters and
warriors. This erair elearly reflecrs influence from neighboring groups
of the more arid interior. In the humid climate of the Northwest
Coast, a sinew-backed bow, despite its lighter weight and greater
potential driving power, was not a very pracrical weapon. It needed
special care to prevent the dampness from making the sinew backing,
which should give the bow its extra springiness, soggy and unelastic.
A few Tlingic used long scraight bows with wooden string guards,
modeled afrer a common northern Arthapascan form. The bow,
whether “self” or backed, was characterisrically held in a horizoneal
position thar probably was berrer adapred to use from a slim-waisted,
eranky, sea hunter's canoe than was a vertical grip. The arrows used
were commonly foreshafred, with ground bone or shell poines.
Chipped-flint projectile points were rare north of the Columbia, ex-
cept for archaealogical occurrences of relatively late prehistoric dare
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around lower Puger Sound and the lower Fraser River, where interior
influences extruded on the coast. The pikes used in warfare were
usually shoer and heavy, tipped with bone or horn points or metal
blades. In an emergency, of course, a man might defend himself wich
his fishing or his sealing harpoon, cither of which would be a danger-
ous weapon in the hands of one accustomed to wiclding it from boy-
hood. Before fircarms were acquired in quanticy, slings are said to
have been used in warfare from Vancouver Island northward, A
Aexible baskerry pocket made of spruce root was ficted with long
cords of some strong fiber, such as that spun from nettle bast, and was
used to throw good-sized beach pebbles. In war legends it is claimed
thar an expert could crack the hull of an aracking war canoe with a

Gv. Donble-poited

Tlingit fighting knives.

The specheen on the left

is ef iron; the others are

copies of the same type

i mnde of bome of whale,




62, Smgle-pomted Tlingis
figheing knives, with
elaborately decorated bafts.
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sljng-rhr::wn colbhle, Tc:dn:,', rhtmgh the weapdn has become a ray,
lads develop sufficient accuracy to kill sitting birds and small animals
with their slings. The first European explorers to visit the northern
tribes found double-bladed iron daggers, with one long and one shore
blade on either side of the central grip, in common use (Figs. 61, 62).
The fur traders had quantities of these daggers made by their ship's
armorers for bartering purposes. Consequently, most of them now
in musemn colleetions are of lare eighreenth- and carly ninereenth-
century workmanship. Many are of steel, but the basic design has an
Iron Age appearance thar fits well with the hyporhesis of an eastern
Siberian Iron Age source for Northwest Coast pre-Furopean meral.
These grear daggers, with the short blade above the handle for back-
hand passcs, must have been very effective arms at close quarrers,
From Vancouver Island south to northwestern California heavy clubs
carved from whale ribs were in vogue, and were duplicated in iron
by machete-like knives (Fig. 63). Vicious-looking weapons, usually
9
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63. Sword-like warcluebs of whalebone, There weapons awere favored by
Neotlhas and Kwakintl scarriors, and were often beirlooms, whose names
amnd Bloody bistorier were widely known.

like shorr-handled picks in form and commonly referred to as “slave
killers," were found along most of the coast (Fig. 64).

Various kinds of armor were also used. Wooden helmers, often
elaborarely carved, with separate visors, also of wood, and cuirasses
of tough withes twined twgether or of shore flat rods joined by sew-
ing with sinew or tough rawhide, were used by Tlingit, Haida, and
Tsimshian warriors (Figs. 65, 66). Northwestern Californians also
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used armor of the twined-rod type. Cuirasses of heavy hide, such as
elkskin, carbou, or mooschide, traded from the interior, were used by
the norchernmost groups. Farther south, warriors wrapped themselves
with wide strips of elkhide so that they were covered from armpits
to hips.

In the field of rextile ares, the various types of robes woven of
eedarbark, mountain-goar wool, and dog “wool” have been described,
and the many uses served by mats and baskers have been noted. A
survey of the present type is not the place for a detailed rechnological
account of basker and mar making, but a summary of curstanding
traits is of interest,

The red cedarbark mats were woven principally in a simple check-

64 Weapons of the “slave-Eiller™ type. These implentents, of hardwood,
antler, boue, md even of stone, some one-piece, and sowe compaosite, were
wused by many Northuwest Coast groups, and bave even been found archae-
ologically in southwest Oregon. Their nane in English comes from the
fact that they were often ured to dispateh slaves on ceremonions occasions,



&5, Mode of wearing Tlmgit arier and
aring, from a entalogne of a collection of
specimrens wmade in 1 867-1868. The model
avas of the Chilkat division, to fndge by
bis frinped buckskin shirt and trousers
awith attached moccasing, While the ac-
curacy of old drowings @5 sometines
sspect, that of thir ome canmot be
questioned, for the specinens shown—
wwooden belwret and viser, cuirass of slats
of wopd twined together, and the weap-
ons—are in the collections of the Pea-
body Musevens, Hervard University, ond
are just a5 shows, excepe that the designs
carved on belmet and visor are m con-
ventiomal Tlingit style rather than in the
shetehy manmer of the drawing. The eye-
boles can just be seen as shallow wotebes
ot fnto the upper rin of the vitor.

erwaork, that is to say, with the wefts, or crossing elements, being
brought over the warps in an over-one-under-one scquence. Each weft,
of course, reversed the sequence of the previous one, going wnder the
warp thar the previous weft had erossed over, ere. Decorative parterns
were made, especially on borders, by “twilled” checkerwork, which
is like the rwilled ewining of the Chilkar blanket, in thar each weft
goes over two warps and under the nexe one or two, In addition, pat-
terns were made by dycing strips of bark and working them in, A
Wack eelor was usually produced by burying strips of bark in mud;
red, by boiling the bark in water along with a quantity of alder bark.

A variation in mat-making rechnique consisted in weaving mars in
a diagonal (simple) checkerwork. To do this, strips of cedarbark were
folded over at the middle so that one half lay ac right angles to the

o4
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other end. Usually the folded strips were bound rogether by rwining
a light cord abour them at the folds. The elements—in this case it 15
impossible to say which are warps and which are wefts—were inter-
woven in checker fashion, over one and under one. The point to
making mars in this fashion was that new elements could be added in
at the edges, where they would nor create zones of weakness, While
an expert could strip off very long pieces of bark from a tree, thereis a
limit to the length of a picee that a mat maker can handle conveniently.
Therefore strips of bark were ordinarily cut to standard lengths, The
length of the strips wsed as warps in an ordinary vertical-warp-
horizontal-weft mat determined the length of the mar. Splicing in ad-
dirional strips to lengthen the warps was unsatisfactory, for the strips
would slip apart, unless they were knotted or twisted, which would
create rough unsightly areas on the mar. By using the diagonal
method, however, additional strips, caught in at the edge and doubled
over to hold them in place, would not form a transverse zone of weak-
ness at which the mar was likely to break in two, All the feast mats,
some of them twenry, thirty, and more feer long, were woven in rhis
way.

Strips of red cedarbark were woven rogether in the same simple
checkerwork rechniques to make baskers, also, from the Olympic Pen-
insula northward. Pieces of cedarbark were cut to a length thar in-
cluded the two sides and botrom of the basker o be woven, They
were worked rogether in a simple checker weave at the midsections,
forming a small mat with long loese ends at top and borrom and both
sides. A light cord was ordinarily woven abour the elements in a
twining technique to hold them together, then they were all bent ar
right angles o the surface of the “mar," ro form the “warps" of the
sides of the baskers, Addinional elements were then woven in, using
the same checkerwork method, to form the sides.

Sometimes finely woven, flac wallet-lile baslkers were made of
cedarbark in the diagonal checkerwork rechnique. The reason for
making chem this way was not to make them especially long, as in the
case of the feast mars, bur because the diagonal weave, like cloth cut
on the bias, did not bulge and sag out of shape.

The best basketry on the coast was that made of thin segments of
spruce root, or spruce root and cedarbark cordage woven in a twined
technique. (This is the method in which the two parts of a doubled
weft are crossed over each other each time they pass across a warp
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strand.) These baskets were so finely and closely woven that they
held warer. The elsborate ring hats of the Tlingir, Haida, and
Tsimshian, and the Nootkan chicfs' has decorared with whaling
scenes, were all woven of these materizls and in this way. The North-
west Coast, arcally speaking, was the heartland of the development
of twined weaving in North America. Technically, the groups at the
extremes of the area—the Tlingit and Haida in the norch, the Yurck
and their close neighbors in the south—excelled in chis craft, although
the Nootkan women who wove the chiefs' hats, known from early
historic times but not made for many a year, were not far behind in
sldll. (Only the Aleut, in all the continent, wove finer and tighrer
baskets, and Aleut culture, as will be shown, was related to thar of
the Northwest Coast.) However, most of the groups berween the
geographic extremes made twined baskerry, exeept for the Coast
Salish. These folk, in hnskct:':.' a5 in 50 many other ways, continued an
inland tradition. Their better baskets (some of them had learned to
make owined baskers for special purposes) were made in the rypical,
and technically quite distiner, method of “coiling.” Coiled basketry
is, properly speaking, not a weaving rechnique ar all, bur consists in
sewing togerher the rings of flar or ascending coils of rods or fibers. It

66, Variets types of
Tlingit body armor: a, of
wmaose bide. The pamted

design appears to represent
a Bear; b, probably of
wwalries bide, obtained from
the Eskimo; ¢, of bardwood
rods, twined together with
strong cordage, and worn
aprapped arommd the
wearer's midrection.
Conrtesy of Smithsonion

L SEETE i . Institstion.
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is a method of making baskers which was especially characteristic of
the Plareau, Grear Basin, and Southwestern culture arcas. In quire
recent decades, some Nootkan groups whe have had close contacts
with Salish nulghl:::rx, through working alongside them in the Fraser
River cannerics and in the hop fields of the Puger Sound region, have
learned to make this type of baskerry, bur they did not know the
method in aboriginal imes,

The well-made twined bashketry was not lefe plain, Parterns were
woven in, chiefly by a technigue called “imbricanion,” which consists
in laying flat strips of colured marerial over the weft elements to pro-
duace patterns, .-"s;rlgul:tr1 gcc:mcrri: dcﬁigru; were dm'n:lnpn:d, for the
most part, bur a few of the berrer Tlingic and Haida basker makers
were slallful :nt:ugh to work in crest dcsigns {FEE' 7).

Twining and coeiling were both rechniques that could be modified
for special purposes. A comperent weaver can not only make a basker
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§7. Small-to-sedim-sized Tlingit swined-spruce-root baskets, Note the
fiucness of wweave. The decorative patterns ave created by awbat is techni-
cally called “false embroidery™ done in bleached and dyed grasses.

that will be warertight, bue, if the occasion demands, ean also make
an openwork one that will permic ventiladion—for example, for the
storape of dried salmon—in either technique. There were a number of
special openwork techniques in common use also, along the coast, for
making baskets for carrying shellfish, smelt or olachen, and the like,
where drainage or acration were desirable. Wrapped twining, in
which one pliable weft element was given a round rarn about not only
each warp but also around a rigid wefc laid across che warps, served
to make quite sturdy yer open containers, Ordinary twined weaving,
in which thick weft clements, widely spaced, were used, of course pro-
vided a simple opeawork technique. A three-clement checkerwork, in
which the warps were crossed ar each passage of the wefr, was, so
far as present information goes, peculiar to the Nootka, Southern
Kwakiutl, and the Aleur, in all wescern MNorth America.

Musical instruments consisted principally of percussion instru-
ments: drums and rarles (Figs. 68—71). The rambourine dram, made
by strerching a picce of rawhide over a narrow frame bent into circu-
lar form, was used only by Tlingir, Haida, and Tsimshian on the
coast, though many groups of the interior, and Western Eskimo as
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well, nsed the instrument, The same three rribes of the northern coast,
and all the groups ro the south as far as, and including, those of Van-
couver Island, made long narrow boxes of kerfed and bent cedar
boards, which, slung from the roof and pounded with a sturdy fise
wrapped in shredded cedarbark, boomed our the bear for dancers.
Drumming with hardwood sticks on a long plank raised a few inches
off the floor was another way of beating our time. The Chinook and
southern Coast Salish reversed chis: they used long poles, sometimes
carved, and equipped with clusters of deer hoofs (so thar they were
also rareles), and thumped the ends againse the roof boards overhead.
Rartles were varied in form. Groups with considerable interior in-
fluence—Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian, Coast Salish, Chinool, and
northwest Californians—made considerable vse of clusters of deer
hoofs. The first three narions mentioned also used rings of withes

68, “Tambonrine” dricues. The drton on the righe, avith the design painted
on the ingide (wwhere the drimmuing will not seuff the paing), is of a type
old aeng Tlingit, Haida, and Tsheshian, The specimen on the lefe, from
the Nootka, it a recent introduction among those people (probably latter
balf of the nineteenth century ), brought in along with the gambling game
Inowen on the Coast as “labal”™ The drinsticks represent two types wsed
i the morth; the straight stick type (lower right) shonld bave o padded
bead of buckskin to keep the tip frem custing the rawbhide drambead and
1o giUe @ WIOTE SORETOUS LORE,
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&9, Varions rattles for musical secomponiment: 8, of prffin beaks, Haida;
b, follows the samme form batt uses teeth and ammiless, Tlingit; ¢, of pecten
shells, Tlingit; and o, deer booves on a stick, Tlingit. The twe upper rattles,
a and b, are of a type widely wsed among Western Eshimo; ¢, represents o
type wmch mare frequently wsed by Guif of Georgia Salish chan by the
Tlingit from wheow chis specimen swas oftained; d, with variations, was an
frferior £y pe.

from which puffin beaks, animal teeth and claws, and the like were
suspended, Elaborately carved ractles of wood, the halves hollowed
out and fitved together, were comman from Cape Flattery northward,
Rattles of mountain-sheep horn and of baleen, steamed and folded
over and fastened to wooden handles, were used by Kwakiutl and
Nootka shamans (“medicinemen™). Gulf of Georgia Salish danced
tor the accompaniment of rattles made of clusters of large pecten shells
on a cord,

Whistles of wood, some with and some withour reeds, were as-
sociated with the major ceremonials of the Nootka and Kwakiutl,



70, “Chiefs" rateles™: a, from the Haida, is an example of the * Raven ractle”
often used by morthern chiefs and some shimans te accompany songs o
stare occasions. The privcipal fipure is that of a raven (the stylized face
of a hawok is carved on the raven’s underside). On rhe raven’s back is a
shawimnistic scene, showing a spivit extracting disease frem a sick person.
The lotwer vastle (), from the Tlingit, represents some large acater bird,
like a erane. On bis back is shown a seene in whick a person, apparently
prrstied by a awolf, cseapes on the back of a [riendly sea-monster; this is
prohably mn epirede in the evigiv wmyth of some clan. Rattles sweh as these
were carved of two or wore preces of alder awoed, earefully bollowed owt
for the “sonmders” of pebbles, and fitted rogether.
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21, Wooden rattles of varions forms: o, represents a killer whale; b awd d,
basshs; e, represents a b shull; the wotif of () is not certain. Gloin-
lar forms like (d) and (&) were especially eharacteristic of the Haida; a,
d, and ¢, Haida; b, Tlingit; ¢, Kwakiuel,
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where they represented the voices of supernatural beings, as did the
bull-roarer, a flat stick whirled ar the end of a string to make a boom-
ing noise. The northwestern Californians were the only peoples of
the coast to have multi-toned inseruments. They made simple liccle
flutes, on which a man could tootle a plaintive tune, to amuse himself
or to serenade a lady-love.

Gambling was a popular pastime among all the coastal groups
except the VWakashan-speakers, aboriginally, and these folk became
enthusiastic devorees of such games in late historic nmes. The most
popular game was one or another form of “lahal,” which consisted in
guessing the relative posirions of a marked and an vmnarked stick or
disle enncealed in the hands of a member of the opposite “ream,” who
sang lustily to confuse the guessers. Frequently two players on the
same side cach held a pair of these objeets, The opponents had to
guess the positions of all four picees at onee. Dice, madz of sets of
four beaver incisors, were tossed in a different type of game. Other
contests, sometimes ber on and sometimes not, included wrestling,
shooting arrows or throwing lances ar marks, foor and canoe races,
rugs-of-war, and variants of shinny, Youngsters played most of these
games also, and like children the world over, many games of make-
believe that were pacterned on the activities of their parents. Myths
were told both for education and entertainment. OF an evening, sume old
person would regale children and adulrs as well with the long, often
humorous rales of the adventures and misadventures of such picaresque
characters a5 Raven and Mink, or at rimes with the serious and im-
portant family rradinions.

The cultivation of tobaceo had a very peculiar distriburion on the
eoast. The northwest Californians, probably most of the Cregon
coast groups, and the Chinook suwed little plots of tobaceo for smok-
ing. Since the plant was widely used in aboriginal California, its oc-
eurrence along the lower Klamath is not surprising, although most
California Indians did not cultvate ir, bue collecred wild specics. The
reported use of a long-stemmed pipe with a stone bowl ar right
angles to the stem, among the Lower Chinook, hints most broadly at
a rrans-montane souree for their tobaceo and smoking habic, if they
had not acquired the complex from the Californians before their
ramified rrade connections tapped sources so far east. However, the
mast mystifying and most isolared usage of robaceo was found among
the Haida, where a plane, apparently a kind of tobacco, was sown and
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harvested and, mixed with lime, was chewed. Its cultivation was
abandoned so early in historic times that we have only extremely
meager information about it. Trade tobacco for smoking was ob-
rained from white traders; its use became prevalent on the coast carly
in the fur-trade period.

The dog was the only animal domesticated on the coast, The
dogs from which the Salish obrained their wool for weaving seem to
have been a small, highly specialized breed; other dogs had no special
attributes. Some hunters, particularly those who elimbed the rugged
mouneains for mountain goat, trained their dogs to assist them in
working the quarry within range.
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SOCIETY

THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY

Sur:—:nncm.w, TrE MNorthwest Coast presents a picture of considera-
ble diversity in social organization, Seme groups were divided into
social units based on matrilineal descent; that is, membership in the
social divisions, and also the inheritance of social position and of
worldly goods, came to each individual from his mother and her side
of the family. Other groups had no formalized unilateral divisions
(social divisions based like the above on relationships through one
side of the family only), bur nonetheless stressed patrilineality (kin-
ship through one's father) in group membership and inheriranee,
Srill others followed a bilareral reckoning of descent, with, at most,
a slight preference for transmission of pusidion and rights in the male
line. As regards the relationships of these varying social units to cach
other, among some Northwest Coast Indians the basic social unis—
a group of relatives, their spouses and children, aligned according to
any one of the three methods defined above—were politically au-
ronomous, Among others, several of these basie social entities were
furmally united into whar may be designated a “tribe.” In a few pares
of our area, 2 number of such tribes might be confederated into larger

groupings for social and polirical purposes. In the northern half of the
107
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area, roughly speaking, a sysrem of hereditary rank and chiefrainship
prevailed; in the south, possession of riches nominally gave one social
ascendancy.

However, when these apparently varied patterns are analyzed,
it becomes clear thar fundamenrally all derive from a few basie con-
cepes and societal forms common to all the peoples of the Northwest
Coast. The two basic principles of areal sociery are, first, that the
fundamental social unit {aside from the biologic family consisting
of a man, his wife, and their children) was the awronomous local
group consisting of a lineage (a formalized, named group of relatives
who trace deseent to a common ancestor exclusively through one
line—in our area, through the maternal line}, or an extended farnily
(a social division less dgidly formalized and defined, in which descent
may be reckoned through cither line, or both). As will be shown,
it made no difference whether formal alliances were made with simi-
lar social divisions, for while such unirs united at times for purposes
of common defense or for ceremonial ends, they never surrendered
certain highly important rights. Seeond, social starus, involving the
so-called system of rank, derived neither from heredity alone, nor
from wealth, but from a combination of the rwo.

As an incroduction to a group-by-group survey of socio-political
organization, it must be reemphasized that there were no true na-
rional cntitics among the Indians of the area. We have mentioned
“the northern nations” and so on, bur only after staring specifically
that the term, in this usage, had no political significance, but referred
only to linguistic units. That is to say, in these pages “the Tlingit
nation” is a substitute for the clumsy phrase, “all the people of Tlingit
speech,” Terms like “Tlingit,” “Nootka,” *Yurok,” and the rest are
really linguistic designations, referring to all the independent political
divisiuns whose members spoke chose languages. The Indians themselves
recognized that certain neighbors shared both the same language and
the same culture, but felt no unity or common interest on that ac-
count.

The marrilincal type of organization just mentioned was found
among the northernmost linguistic groups: Tlingir, Haida, Tsimshian,
and Haisla. Among the Tlingit and Haida there were two major sub-
divisivns to one of which every individual was assigned at birth, on
the basis of the affiliarion of his mother. Such twofold divisions of a
national or tribal group are called “moietics,” that i, halves. These
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divisions were “cxogamic,” to use a technical term which means that
it was compulsory that each individual marry a person of the opposite
division. Since membership was matrilineal, or through the mother,
this meant that a man and his own children were inevirably in the
opposite moicties, The Haida, for instance, were divided into two
moierics, designatcd by the Indian terms for “Fagle” and “"Raven.”
A man who was a member of the Eagle moiery had perforce to marry
a woman of the Raven “side” (as the Indians express the term in
English). The children of cthis couple automatically wok member-
ship, at birch, in the moiety of their mother; in other words, they had
to belong to the Raven division. The same man's sisters’ children,
however, according to the same principle, of necessity belonged to
bis side—they were Eagles, and were considered to be, therefore, thar
much more closely relared to him. The system is strictly comparable,
though the mode of reckoning is reversed, ro our own inheritance of
surnames. Among ourselves, when Mr. W. T. Door marries Mis
Sally Dwoe, their offspring will all take the surname Door (parrilinear
inheritanee instead of the marrilinear system of the Haida and cheir
neighbors), no marter whether the Does are more socially prominent
or not. The fundamental difference berween our system and thar of
the Haida is thar among us all the population is nor divided into the
Doors and the Does, cach group with formalized righes and duties,
The Haida and Tlingit no more disregarded paternity than we disre-
gard maternal rights and relationships despite our insistence on trans-
mission of the parernal surname only. A Haida's or a Tlingit's pacernal
relatives had both rightsand duties of great imporcance that affected him
{or her) all life long.

Members of the Tlingit and Haida moietics shared, as well as the
moiety designation, the right to use certain “crests"—representations
of animals or supernatural beings that were reputed to have assisted
the legendary ancestors of the social division, or, in some cases, were
said to have been the original ancestors, These crests are sometimes
called “totems.” Actually, they were more like the heraldic devices
of European nobility, used for display ro show one’s ancestry. We
ghall rerurn to this subjecr of cress, for they were one of the most
distinctive features of native culture in the northern part of our area.

The next smaller unilateral social division is the “clan.” By
definition, a “clan” is a formal, named, exogamic, unilateral socieral
unit, whose members trace their relationship from a legendary com-
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mon ancestor. Clans may exist with moieties (as subdivisions of them)
or without them. The Tlingit moicrics, for example, were subdivided
into clans. The Tsimshian, on the other hand, had no moieties, bur
had three, and in some places four, clans.

Despite all this variation, however, all these matrilineal societics
were built up around “lineages,” the basic units. A “lineage” is onee
more a unilareral group, consisting, ameng our matrilineal northern
nations, of a nueleus of men relared marernally. Thar is o say, the
Tlingir, Haida, Tsimshian, and Haisla lineages were composed of,
for example, a group of brothers and maternal cousins, their sisters’
soms, and the sons of the sisters of the second generation, The sisters
themselves also were members of the group, but since as a rule they
lived apart from ir, being married to men of other lineages (and other
clans and /or meieties, according to the rule of exogamy), they partici-
pated in its functions only oceasionally. The wives of lineage mem-
bers, belonging as they did to other lineages, had only limited partici-
pation in lineage affairs. The men's uwn children, of cuurse, belonged
to the lineages of their mothers.

This social unit, among the northern nations, was ordinarily
politically independent. Even where, as among the Tsimshian, it had
entered into formal alliznces with other lincages, it remined its im-
portant economic possessions—fishing starions, hunting areas, berry-
ing grounds—had its own house or housss, its own chiefs, and oper-
ared socially—and, as a rule, eeremonially—as an independene unit,
It had its own crests, in addition to those to which it was entitled through
clan and/or moieey membership, Innumerable ceremonial prerogatives
were also vested in the lincage.

Haida social strucrure shows this basic lineage partern most
clearly. As has been remarked above, there were two great moieties
among the Haida, the “Ravens” and the “Eagles,” each with its set
of crests and origin traditions, (Curiously enough, the raven irself
was a crest of the Eagle moicty.) Fach moiety consisted of a large
number of named, localized segments, sometimes incorrectly referred
to as clans, Fach segment was a lincage, which held ritle to its lands
of economic importance, oceupied a scparate village consisting of one
or more houses, had its own chief and lesser chiefs. Each lineage
waged war or made peace, staged ceremonials, and rended o its
varivus affairs independently of any other,

Such a Haida lineage-village varied considerably in size. The
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shrinkage of population chrough the historie period, coupled with the
tendency for survivors of decimared lineages ro abandon their home
villages and assemble ar more populous eenrers, has obscured the
picture somewhat, but early writers speak of villages of several
hundred souls, as well as smaller ones consisting of one or two houses
with forty or fifty inhabitants, It must be owned thar these carly
figurcs are very rough estimares indecd, bur we would probably not
be far wrong if we used as an average thirty to forty persons per
house. This would mean that there were anywhere from four ro
eight related adulr males, abour the same number of maternal
nephews (sisters’ sons), and a sprinkling of clderly widowed sisters
or maternal aunts, in the average house. The other residents would be
wives and children of the adult males of the lincage, plus a slave or
twa; these people of course were not lineage members. A large village,
of eigh, ten, or more houses, of course consisted of several sul-lineages,
wha still retained memory of their common relationship. The cvidence
indicares that in the course of time, if they prospered populadionwise
and economically, the sub-lincages rended to split off and become
separate independent units, although reraining their fecling of re-
lationship. For instance, the names of a number of traditionally re-
lated lincages on the Qucen Charlotte [slands conrain the term
“Gitins." This word is meaningless in Haida, bur it may contain the
Tsimshian stem “Gir-" or “Kir-" which means “people of." This
linguistic hint is corroborated by the traditions of these lineages
which agree that they are all descended from a single marrilincal
family unit that came from the mainland later than the rest of the
Haida, and may well have been of Tsimshian origin,

Fach Maida village had a chicf, whe held thae position by virtue
of being the highest-ranking member of the lineage, and one or more
howse chiefs. The village chief (who was alse the house chicf of his
own house) had a special title, the various versions of which translate
either as “village maseer,” “village owner,” or “village mother.” Each
village was economieally independent, owning its own village site,
salmon streams, cod and halibut grounds, berrying and hunting tracts,
and of course the camping sites thar went with them.

The superficially similar structural parrern of Tlingit society dif-
fered 5Iighr1_y, There were two grear moieties, named after the Raven
and the Wolf. A slighdy confusing feature was thar, among the
northern Tlingir, the Wolf division had many names and erests re-
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ferring to the Eagle, and was commonly referred to as the Eagle
moiety. In one of the southernmost groups, a small lineage called
“MWexadi” (“Ne-hii-dee”) also had many EFagle names and erests,
and was regarded as a third division; thar is to say, its members could
marry into either Raven or Wolf groups. The origin of this lirde
group is not known, but ir is believed chac it is probably of relacively
recent alien source, Possibly an interior Athapascan or Niska lineage
migrated to Tlingit rerritory and became Tlingic in language and
eulture. Many other Tlingir clans, according o cheir traditions, eame
originally from places outside Tlingir eerritory. However, these minor
deviations in nomenclature and in aceretion to the basic pattern can-
not obseure the face thar the Tlingit had a true moiety system.

The firse difference from the Haida pattern i to be found in
the fact that the cwo moienes were divided into “clans.” Some clans,
like the Ganaxadi (“Ga-na-hii-dee™), the Kiksadi (“Kik-si-dee™),
and the Kagwantan, to mention a few of the larger ones, had 2 number
of localized subdivisions, which were actually lincages exactly like
those of the Haida. Although these local segments shared cerrain
erests and eraditions with the parent clan, they were politically and
economically indq:-cndcnt. There were also “clans,™ equated with the
aforementioned units in the native mind, that consisted of a single
local lineage group. Some of these were survivors of onee larger units,
whose other divisions had become extinet; others were clan sub-
divisions that, for one or another reason, had splic off from the parent
clan and, as it were, struck out on their own. In some cases radi-
tions recall the original relationship; in others, that relationship has
been suppressed or forgotren. These can be referred to as “clan-
lineages."

Traditions of many of the clans indicate that their ancestors
originally came from the south, near the mouth of the Skeena River,
apparently prior to the arrival of the Coast Tsimshian, while others
came from the interior, from whar i now northern British Columbia,
In conncerion with these traditions, it must be pointed out that while
the Indians had no written records and had to rely on oral trans-
mission of their elan and family histories, the traditions of all the
groups from Vancouver Islind northward are so specific and consist-
ent—and, insofar as they can be checked, so correct—that there is
lircle doube char for the most pare they arc historically accurate, ex-
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cept for the oceasional supernatural events that they recount, which
we may regard as a sort of literary trimming.

The Tlingit were divided into fourteen named territorial divi-
sions, or loosely confederated “rribes” Fach tribe included one or
more lineages (local scgments of clans) of each of the two moieties,
During the historic period, along with the decline of populartion, there
has been a consistent rend oward consolidation of the “tribes” into
onificd villages. Flowever, the evidence suggests thar formerly each
lineage had its own village, physically separate from those of the
others of rhe tribe. Thus, one source reports tha as lace as 1880 chere
were eight villages of the Stikine wibe, five Kake villages, and so on.
While the lincages of cach tribe recognized certain mutual interests,
there was no real unity. There was, for cxample, no tribal chief or
over-all authority; cach lineage had its own chicf, Each lineage re-
tained possession of its lands of economic impertanee, and exploited
them individually. The lincages of a tribe might cooperate to make
war, or for common defense, or they might not—they were under
no compulsion tw do so. The Indians insist, for example, that it was
only certain of the Sitka lineages that attacked and razed the Russian
fort in 1801, not the entire “tribe.” Similarly, the lincage was the basic
ceremonial unit. In other words, despite the nominal confederation
of lineages in each region, Tlingit socio-political erganization was
quite like that of the Haida. The most important difference was that
the Tlingit house-group, in cases where a lineage was of considerable
size and had a number of houses each oceupicd by a sub-lineage, was
somewhat more important than the comparable unit among the Haida.
Traditions show that when a house-group prospered and grew, it
tended to split off from the parent unit, move elsewhere, and become
a new autonomaous lineage.

The Coast Tsimshian and the Niska had a fourfold division,
instead of the moicty or twofold division of Haida and Tlingic. Such
divisions are sometimes referred ro technically as *“phratrics,” bur we
shall refer to them as “clans,” since they were comparable ro the
major clans of Tlingit. These clans were named after the Eagle, the
Raven, the Walf, and the “Blackfish” (the killer whale and the
black whale). The names of these divisions are interesting, Two of
then, “Laxsgik™ and “Laxgebu,” mean “People (of the) Eagle” and
“People (of the) Wolf,” or “Eagle-people™ and “Walf-people,” re-
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spectively. The names of the other two clans are meaningless in
Tsimshian. The Raven clan is called “Qanada,” a word probably
derived from the name of the Tlingit clan “Ganaxadi” (and “Gan-
axtedi™y, which refers ro a Tlingit plce name and phrase, “People of
{the village of) Ganax" {“Ganax" is also the name of a traditional
Haida village site in the Queen Charlotte Islands). The designation
of the “Blackfsh” clan, “Gicpodwada” (gish-pod-wiida), cannot
yet be analyzed, excepe that the first syllable, #(Gie-," is a variane of the

eviously mentioned Tsimshian “Git-," meaning “peaple” or “people
of  The probable Tlingic (or Tlingit-Haida) origin of the name of the
Tsimshian Raven clan points up the fact of the local shifts and mi-
grations of population units back and forth across linguistic bound-
aries, especially frequent in the north. For example, one important
Eagle clan among the Miska is known to have been of Tlingic origin;
some ten or so generations back their ancestors, just before the cpoch
of European conracts, moved from Prince of Wales Island to the
Nass, where they nor only joined but adopted language and customs
of the Niska. Several Tlingic clans can trace their genealogies to
Oucen Charloree Islnds Haida sources. Not only did some interior
groups move out to the coast, but a few coast groups moved inland,
up the Skeena, to join, and become Gitksan. The Tsimshian origin
of onc Haisla clan has been mentioned. Such population shifes of
course must have been especially important in culrural rransmission,
and in leveling off the originally probably diverse culture parterns
of the northern nations. To come back o the Coast Tsimshian and
their social structure, each of the four clans was represented by a
local segment, or lincage, according to our terminology, in each of
the fourteen Coast Tsimshian “tribes.” Nine tribes had their individual
summer and fall fishing villages on the lower Skeena, their separare
winter village along Metlakatla Passage near the modern ciry of
Prince Rupert, and olachen-fishing sites on the lower Nass. Two
tribes stayed the whole year around on the Skeena, just below the
cafion. The other three coast tribes lived south of the Skeena, each in
a separare village. The difference hetween these tribes and the so-
called tribes of the Tlingit is that the localized segments of the clans,
thar is, the lineages, were more firmly integrated. While cach lineage
had its own chief and owned certin properties, the lineages of each
tribe were ranked relarive to each other, and the chief of the highest-
ranking lineage was the recognized chief of che tribe. Ir appears that
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the tribe as 2 whole held certain properties, including the winter villag:
site. In recent times, at least, each tribe acting as a unit has builr the
house of its chicf, and considers the structure tribal properry. It s
not certain that this was customary anciently, however, The cribe
as 2 whole uswally participared in both ceremonials and warfare in
former days.

The nine tribes who wintered along Meclakatla Pass seem o
have been approaching a still more complex type of political organiza-
tion, which was hastencd but not quite crystallized by rthe historic
incident of the establishment of a Hudson's Bay post ar Pore Simpson.
The tribes moved their winter villages there, and formed a loose sort
of confederacy, although the individual tribes never quite gave up
their old auronamy.

The organization of the upriver Tsimshian, the Girksan, was
essentially like that of their coast-dwelling relatives, except thar they
had Lut three large clans, whose names are translared as Frog-Raven
{equared with the coastal Raven clan), Wolf, and Fireweed {equared
with the Blackfish division of the coast). A single localized clan, or
clan-lineage, ar the village of Kitwanga, named after the Fagle, had
the right to use names and crests referring to that bird. Tradition re-
lates thar the ancestors of this group came originally from the Nass
River.

The Kwakiutl-speaking Haisla of Douglas and Gardner canals
were the southernmost people on the coast o have a matrilineal
type of social erganization. There is no doubr bue that these folk
acquired their social system from their Tsimshian neighbors. In faet
certain clans or clan-lineages are traditionally repured to have been of
Tsimshian origin, and many Haisla have Tsimshian blood from recent
intermarriages. There were two Haisla eribes, with principal winter
villages ar Kiramat at the head of Douglas Canal, and at Kitlope, up
Gardner Canal, respectively. (As has been nored, both names are
Tsimshian, not in the Haisla dialect of Kwakiut ar all. “Kiramac,”
for instance, is said to mean in Tsimshian, “People-of-the-snowy-
place.”) There are said to have been a roral of six clans (including
onc clan-lineage), each with its own crests and traditions: Eagle,
Beaver, Raven, Crow ({extiner for some time), Blackfish, and Salmon
{a clan-lineage, found only at Kitamat), The lineages of each of these
units had their own chiefs, houses, and fishing grounds.

The various possessions that have been mentioned as being vested
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in all the northern lincages: crests, houses, and lands, were not the
only forms of lineage-held properties. Personal names, songs and
dances for ceremonial occasions, and ceremonies or specific parts of
ceremonies were also so regarded. I is true that where clans occurred,
there were certain crests and other prerogatives that were considered
to be clan properry. However, these things were handled in the same
way that the lineage possessions were, The basic eoncepr was that
all the members of the unir shared in the joine right to these preroga-
tives, as they arc ofren termed, but that the chief of the lineage was
the custodian both of the intangible rights and of the lands and mare-
rial possessions. The lineage chief was in this respect similar to the
executor, in our own culture, of a large estare who manages its vari-
ous enterprises for the heirs, Ir was the chief who decided when the
group should move from the winter village to their fishing station
and commenee work on the weirs and traps. It was he who decided
that a mask representing a certain hereditary crest should be womn
by a dancer in 4 cercmonial, and that certain lineage-owned songs
should be sung. The chief, once more, was the one who formally
bestowed hereditary names referring to lincage cresis on young
members of the group. All these varieties of possessions, material and
intangible alike, constituted the wealth of the social group. The
beteer the use cheir chief made of these riches, the more was the well-
being and prestige of the group enhanced,

South of the region in which matrilineal organizarions prevailed,
from the Heiltsuk to the Nootka and the Gulf of Georgia Salish, the
formal soeial structure differed. There were no moieties, clans, or
lineages. Descent was reckoned bilaterally, with only a slight prefer-
ence for the male line. Ir is rrue char most Heilsuk groups (borh
Xathais and Bella Bella) had divisions named after the Eagle, Raven,
Blackfish, and Wolf, which they themselves equared with the Tsim-
shian clans. However, they had neither a strict rule of descent deter-
mining affiliation in these groups, nor of exogamy, two concepts which
are indispensable to true marrilinear organizarion. A man and his wife
might assign their first child ro the father’s so-called “clan,” the
next to the mother's, if she were of a different “clan,” dl:PcncIing on
the names and rights they wanted each child ro share—a procedure
that would have scandalized any right-thinking Tlingit, Haida, or
Tsimshian, Basically, these people, like their Southern Kwakiut,
Mootka, and Gulf of Georgia Salish neighbors, were organized into
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exrended families, Each of these extended families had a series of land
holdings that included all-important economic resources—salmon- and
herring-fishing grounds, hunting tracts, shellfish and berry tracts, ete.
—and a host of ritual and intangible possessions: the right o use cer-
tain crests (not associated with clans), to perform cerrain dances and
ceremonies, to use certain masks, to bear cerrain names, and many
more. The chief of the extended family, like the chief of the northern
lineage, was the custodian of all these ﬂg‘hts. Membership in the ex-
tended family was inherited from onc's parents, Although, when
the parents stemmed from different loeal groups, a person was con-
sidered more closely allied to his father's side, he retained some
claim to rights in the maternal fine. On the marriage of his daughrer,
or the daughter of any important member of the extended family, it
was not uncommen for a chief tw bestow certain of the family pre-
rogatives on the groom, thus in effect transmitting them to the bride's
children when born,

The political units developed from this basic local group-extended
family partern varied considerably. Some groups, like the Xaihais, a
few of the Southern Kwakiutl, the Central and probably the Southern
Nootka, and most of the Gulf of Georgia people, never developed
more complex structures. On the other hand, just before or shortly
after the dawn of the historic period, four Bella Bella groups, cerrain
of which may have actually been tribes consisting of several local
units, joined forces, establishing a common winter village at a place
called Noluh. The Bella Coola likewise had several tribal winter vil-
lages ar each of which a number of otherwise independent local groups
assembled. Daea on the Wikeno are fragmentary, bue it seems likely
that there was ar least one eribal grouping on the Inlet, and two amang
the Wikeno Lake groups. Many Southern Kwakiutl divisions and
Morthern Nootkans also united into tribes, as did the Salish Homalco-
Klahuse-Slaiamun divisions of the Gulf of Georgia. The hallmark of
these tribal unions was the sharing of a winter village site, an estab-
lished seriation or order of rank for the chicfs of the constituent local
groups, and frequenr, though not invariable, joint participation in
ceremonials and in war,

A few groups went even further, creating confederacies. Some
Northern Nootkan tribes, particularly those residing about 2 large in-
let, assembled at a common summer village, established a fixed order of
rank for all their chicfs, parricipated jointly in ritvals (sometimes the
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highest-ranking of the chiefs represenred the whole mnfodemc;.lr}.
and, on occasion at least, presented a solid frone in war. Such a unir
might have as many as thirty houses ar their confederared summer
site, and even well along in the hiscoric period might include more
than a thousand people. The four Southern Kwakiutl tribes holding
the coast from MNeweeree rerritory to the Nimkish River—the Walas
Kwagiutl, the Kwexa, the Kwagiud or Guetela, and the Qomlkuris,
and for a time the Matilpe—like the nine Coast Tsimshian tribes,
formed a confederacy as the resulr of a historie sumulus: the estab-
lishment by the [Hudson's Bay Company of a erading post, Forr Ru-
pert, in 1849, Their difficulties in arrempring ro integrare their ribal
system into a smooth-running confederacy will be described below,

The Puget Sound peoples and those of the lower Columbia were
culrurally disrupred so carly by whire sertlement that much informa-
tion on their social organization is irrerrievably lost. However, i is
fairly cerrain thar the auronomous local group, consisting of an ex-
tended family, was the prevailing form, It is not clear whether they
accented patrilinealicy in derermining group membership and inherit-
ance, or whether they permitred as much flexibility as did cheir bi-
larerally reckoning norchern relatives and neighbors, although there are
suggestions thar they stressed kinship through the male line, as in
western Washingron.

In northwestern California the extended families were smaller,
The tendeney was for them to split up into small units of close kin.
Several such groups, some vaguely related, others unrelated (or the
fact of relatonship forgotten), mighe share a village site. Bur each
family group had its own lands, its own head man, and acted inde-
pendently of the rest. Pars or all of a village mighe cooperate in
ceremonies, particularly in the major festivals, buc thar was simply
because no one family had either the personnel or resources o handle
the performance unaided. Warfare likewise reduced irself to inrer-
family fends; unrelared neighbars were careful to avoid involvement.

MNorthwest Coasr snciery as a whole was distinetive in western
Morth America beeause it graded individuals into a series of relatively
higher or lower staruses. Lxamples of these ranked statuses were the
chiefs, the nobles, the commoners, and the slives. This phenomenon
has been appraised superficially as indicative of the existence of a
class or caste system which, o the Western mind, immediacely sug-
gests rigid sharply separared social strata within each socicty, Such
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an interpretation does not conform with the facts, except for the
slaves, who formed, at least oceasionally, a quire distincr socicral unit.
Actually, the members of each group occupied a series of social posi-
tions that were graded in minute steps from high to low. Within each
graded serics it is impossible to mark off a fixed point separating noble
from commoner. Furthermore, despite the avowed rigidity of the
system, it was possible for a person 1o modify his own status slightly,
for beteer or for worse, and to improve or worsen that of his children
{or that of his matermal nephews in the case of the northern watri-
lineal societies).

We may begin by examining the nature of the graded scries of
statuses just mentioncd. It has already been pointed out that the basic
social unit, the autonomous local group, invariably cenrered around
a group of blood relatives, either a lineage or two or more sub-
lincages, or an extended family. The chicf or head of chis unit was
normally the oldest member of the group descended in the most direct
line from the lineage ancestor or ancestress, It is true thar among some
groups, particularly the Coast Salish (Bella Coola conformed with the
pracrices of their linguistic congeners in this respect, rather than with
those of their Kwalkiutl neighbors), there was some variation allowed,
so thar a more able junior relative might be awarded the chiefrain-
ship. Monetheless, the native theory still held that the chief should
stand in the relarionship of the eldest to the other members of his
group. The chief’s younger brothers were his presumptive heirs and
therefore next to him in rank. The formal rank of all the other mem-
bers of the lincage or the related lineages was reckoned on the same
basis—that of kinship to the direct chiefly line. The lowest-ranking
individual, in other words the lowest commoner, was the most distant
relative who was still counted as a kinsman by the members of the
EI'ULIF.

As will be noted below, while social starus was derived in chis
fashion from genealogical relationships, it was in a sense not auto-
marically acquired at birth, but had to be formally assumed; that is
to say, to take one's proper place in the group a person had to rake
or be given the proper name or title from the family stock of these
honorifics. At a ceremonial vceasion he had to present evidence of
his right to use lincage or extended family erests and similar pre-
rogatives on the same sort of formal occasions and so on. The names
and rtitles that he mighr rake, the crests he mighe display at once
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demonstrated the particular level of his rank in sociery and depended
on the nearness of his blood kinship to the direct line of descent from
the group aneestor or ancestress. Even the lowest-ranking commoner
was entitled to certain categorics of names thar belonged o the
group, and was entitled ro participare in the all-important ceremonial
affairs of the group. It is obvious, therefore, that within every social
unit there was an unbroken, graded series of starases from high ro low.
Informants have no hesitation in saying that “so-and-so was a noble,”
or that “so-and-so was a commoner™; but they find it difficulr ro de-
fine precise starus for those who fir in berween these two extremes.
Even among the groups on Vancouver [sland and norchward,
among whom the system of graded ranking was most elaborated and
theoretically most rigid, an individual could modify his social stand-
ing. A man of quite low rank who was a skillful canoe maker ar mask
carver or a bold warrior often became so valuable a member of the
group and so esteemed by the chief thac he might be given certain
prerogarives beyond those to which he would have been enritled
simply by reason of birth. Such privileges might include a higher-
ranking name, a title of “war chief” if the man were a warrior, the
right to use a special crest, or exclusive rights to some good fishing
spot. At times, instead of giving these rewards to the individual him-
self, the chief mighe give them ro him for his children or marernal
heirs, as the casc may be, or bestow them directly upon his heirs,
Contrariwise, a2 man who fell into disfavor could expect only the
barest minimum s his share of the honors and economic benefies of
the group. The Coast Salish, including the isolated Bella Coola, per-
mitted a great deal of such shifting up and down the social seale, ac-
cording to an individual’s ourstanding qualities or lack of them.
The imporrance of ]:m.‘nptmﬁ in real and material wealth and in
intangibles, such as the right to use names and crests, has been men-
tioned several times, In the preceding paragraphs the significance of
heredity, genealogically speaking, in fixing a man's social position
has been stressed, but it is necessary to bring the intimare connection
berween heredity and wealth into proper perspective. In the final
analysis, social starus on the Norchwest Coase did not depend entirely
either on heredity or on wealth, bur on the interrelationship berween
the two. The chief, by virrue of his noble birth, was the custodian of
the lineage wealth and was enritled to use and manipulate these prop-
ertics, particularly the ceremonial ones. Therefore in a sense he was
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the richest individual of the group. His noble juniors were also em-
powered to urilize certain of the group properties, bur not those of
the very highest rank or esteem. Low-ranking members were by birth
entitled only to very minor rights from among the family proper-
ties.

Of course the manifestations of this concepr—of rank as srem-
ming from the interaction of heredity and wealth—were not identi-
cal throughout the entire area, although the basic forces were the
same, The preceding discussion applics most specifically o the Indian
communitics from Yakutat Bay to Nootka territory, The Coase Salish,
excepr for a few Gulf of Georgia groups strongly influenced by
Kwalkiutl neighbors, possessed far less wealth in the form of titles,
cercmonial privileges, and crests ro use—consequently they had fewer
formal means of indicating cach person’s social position. There seems
to have been less differentiation of starus—less of a spread, as it were,
between high and low. Nonetheless the chief's prestige, augmented
or not by personality factors, stemmed from his custodianship of
group properties. Along the lower Columbia, early historical sources
contain descriptions of Chinookan chicfs of considerable power, and
what seems to have been a somewhat overdrawn picrure of variation
of social rank. Cerrain chiefs were undoubtedly very powerful, but
apparently their authority was basically the same as that of the Coast
Salish chiefs, exceptional powers deriving from two factors: first, a
strong personality on the part of the chief himself, and sccond, a
large and unusually closely knir lineage standing solidly behind him.
In northwestern California, with the smaller social nuclei, we ger the
impression of a greater accent on individual ability. Yet in che final
analysis, the Yurok or Karok “rich man” or head of the licele family
group arrained his position because he had inherited custodianship
of the family's treasures of white deerskins, grear fline blades, and
strings of dentalia.

It would appear on the face of the information available that the
bases of the Northwest Coast system of rank statuses should have been
fairly clear to investigators. Nonetheless one finds many contradictory,
ambiguous statements in the licerature. The principal reason for this
seens to be that developments within the historical period superficially
modified the system. Two things happened during the nineteenth
century. One of these, which had its beginning in the sea-otter fur
trade, was thar varieties of material wealth became available from a
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source external to the culture. Brass and iron jewelry, abalone shells
from California, blankets, fircarms and steel rools, all prized pos-
sessions, could be obrained ar the cost of licde effort by anyone who
wanted to devore some time to hunting sea otter and, larer, by trap-
ping fur-bearing animals on land or signing on a fur-sealing schooner.
Some groups—the Chilkar, the Stikine, the Coast Tsimshian and the
Forr Ruperr Kwakiutl, who were in a position to control trade with
interior fur hunters or coast groups remote from the trading posts—
nerted tremendous profits by acring as middlemen in the fur erade,
Hence great amounts of material wealth, such as was necessary for the
prestige-giving ceremonials, was suddenly made available. More nu-
merous and more spectacular ceremonials were, therefore, given in
this period than ever before, The second factor was the sharp decline
in native population broughe abour primarily by the introduction of
Evropean diseases, and secondarily by the increased efficiency of
native warfare resulting from the introduction of firearms. It even-
mally happened that among some dwindling groups there were more
noble titles and crests available than there were people to bear them.
Consequently, a man of low rank—one who was only remotely con-
nected with the chiefly line of descent—might nevercheless find him-
self the heir presumprive to the chief’s position or, as often was the
case, one of two or three cqually distantdy related survivors, Were
he an industrious fur hunter, he could asemble enough marerial riches
to stage a great ricual ar which he would announce his right to the
high rank, ritles, and crests—a situation thar would have been com-
pletely impossible in the aboriginal era when the population was in
a stare of equilibrium. Quire as frequently, when there were several
commoner survivors, they engaged in the bitrerest sore of competition
for the high staruses, Therefore, during the past century there were
innumerable prestige-cliiming ceremonies, many more than would
have been performed in prehistoric times, and a grear many of them
staged by people who ancientdy never could have performed them ar
all. The extene of the social gap between these nonvean riche claimants
to high positions and unambirious commoners was falsely accenmuated
out of all proportion,

It has been remarked that slaves, as a group, came close to form-
ing a distinct social stratum, Skives on the Northwest Coast were pri-
marily war caprives, although in norihwestern California a debror
could be reduced to slavery. A dlave was 2 chareel in every sensz, with
no rights whatsuever. He was considered to be a valuable possession,
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not so much because his economic activities eontribured to the riches
of the group (although erdinarily he would be made w work and do
menial chores), bur becanse ownership of a slave indicated either
success at war on the pare of his owner or control of sufficient mare-
rial wealth to purchase these unfortunates. In individual cases slaves
might be treared well, but on their master's death they were likely
to be killed. The sacrifice of a slave was interpreted to mean thar che
owner was 5o rich and powerful rhar he could uneconcernedly destroy
a valuable possession. Tlingic chiefs frequently erushed slaves to death
under the cnormous house posts ser up ar a ceremonial house-building.
On the arrival of a visiting chicf, Kwakivel sometimes killed slaves on
the beach in order ro use the bodies “as rollers for the chief's canoe.”

The enslavement of a relative was felt to be a disgrace to his
entire lineage, so that his family made every effore to secure his free-
dom—usually by paying a ransom for him. Consequently, many war
captives were sooner or later freed by their kinsmen; afrer a perform-
ance of ceremonials to cleanse them of the dishonor, they resumed
their normal starus in sociery. Ordinarily, therefore, it was only
slaves who had been caprured and carried a grear distance from their
homes—Puger Sound Indians enslaved by the Haida, or northern
Californian natives captured and traded ar The Dalles and down the
Columbia o the coast—who had litcle chanee of ultimare freedom,
Slaves taken from nearby groups were usually either killed by the
captors or ransomed by their kin. Flence, while slavery did involve a
distinet separation from the rest of sociery, it was, in many cases ar
least, merely a remporary condirion,

THE POTLATCH

The ceremonial ar which the various prerogarives intimarely associared
with social status were assumed was ealled in Chinook jargon, which
was the lngua franca of the Norchwest Coast, the “porlacch.” Each
major cultural division, from the Tlingit to the Lower Chinook, had
its own variations in procedure and derail of this performance, bur
the function was everywhere the same. The potlarch broughe o ex-
pression basic principles involved in social status and also served as
a major force for social integration. As has been stared, each individual
in the social unit was born with an inherent right to use group prop-
erties of major or minor importance, but he could not exercise these
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rights—in other words, assume his proper status—until his ticle
them had been formally announced and validated. This formal an-
nouncement and public validation was accomplished during and by
the potlarch, The heir presumptive to a chiefrainship would be pre-
sented formally to a group of guests at such an affair. His relation-
ship to the incumbent chief would be explained and he would be
given a name or the right to use some crest specifically related to the
position he would eventually occupy. Under some circumstances a
man mighe, in the same manner, present himself as a presumptive heir.
The guests who heard these claims announced, and recognized their
validity, were regarded as wimesses to the proceedings. As such,
they were rewarded and their subsequent good will was insured by
giving them feasts and gifts. While ar times the demonstration of
privileges or the giving away of material goods might appear to
overshadow the esential announcement and validation of rights and
status, this lase-named funcrion was the essence and basic goal of the
whole performance.

The contribution of the potlatch to group solidarity was achieved
in various ways. The proper giver of the potlatch was, of course, the
chief of the local group, although in some instances where progress
had been made toward tribal solidarity, the ranking chicf of the tribe
might give the affair. The chief performed this function as custodian
of the family's wealth in goods and intangibles. (When a eribal chief
was the hosr, he used only his own lineage crests.) e was the principal
host, bue, in point of facr, all the members of the family assisted and
joined him as hosts, The guests, who provided the neeessary valida-
tion of the cliims made, were necessarily outsiders, They might be from
another group of the same tribe, or they might come from an entirely
separate and independent communiry. Furthermore, since gifts and
marerial goods—which in historic fimes were synonymous with trade
articles like blankers, guns, and other European imports, as well as
eash—were essential, all the members of the host group conrribured
to make the toral quantity available for distribution to the guests as
large as possible. The host group also cooperated with their chief
in assembling foods for the feasts, in providing dancers and singers
for the ercse displays, and in innumerable other ways. In fine, every
member of the host group participated actively and thus had many
opportanitics to demonstrare his membership in the group and to
share the prestige acquired from the ostentatious display. Another
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contributing facror was the face that not only was the heir presump-
tive given titles and other honors, but other members of the group
had rights ro the public bestowal of whatever family rights to which
they might be entitled. Children of individuals of intermediate and
low ranlk alike would be given names from the family stock or have
their ears pierced ar the potlacch, or in one way or another would be
presented as members of the group, Thus, in a varicty of ways, the
institution was a group affair that affirmed or reaffirmed the group
affiliation of each of its members.

The basic partern was embroidered on and elaborated in various
ways by each of the northern divisions,

The Tlingic viewed the potlatch as a cycle of rituals to mourn
the death of a chief. Ir was not a single performance, bur one thar
might take several years to carry to completion. [t began with the
reward to the group who had conducred the mortary rires for the
chief. These people always had to be of the opposite moiety from
that of the deceased, thar is, if the chief had been a Raven, a group
from the Wolf side would rake care of the bady and bury ir. In theory
at least, this group should belong to the same lineage as the dead
chief’s father. In any case they were formally invited ro a potlarch
at which the new chief, the heir to the deceased, was presenced. His
rights ro the position were explained and the origins of the various
proper ties were recounted. For serving as witnesses, and for coming,
as they said, “ro console the (new) chief for his loss,” they were given
presents. At the same time, the chief who had been designated to rake
charge of the funerary proceedings was “paid.” Subsequently, unril
the eycle was complered, the same people were summoned on various
oceasions: 1o rebuild the house of the new chief, and to raise 2 mortu-
ary colomn in memory of his predecessor. Specifically, they were
called upon to perform rhese rasks: 1o ecarve the mortuary eolumn,
to cut and carve the house posts, crc., so that some of the gifrs were
given ro them in payment for their efforts, and some were given
them simply as gifts.

The Tsimshian porlacch was essentially the same, although che
overt expression of its purpose is sometimes stated as being that of
inheritance—that 15, the announcement of and validation of the po-
sition of the new chief—rather than to stress the mourning function
as did the Tlingit. Actually the potlarches of both peoples were es-
sentially the same, serving ar the same time to honor and commemo-
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rate the departed chicf and to establish his heir officially in his place.
The Haida, as will be brought out, likewise staged such affairs,

The Haida, according to available published sources, scem to
have given potlatches most frequenty to establish the position of a
younger person as the heir presumptive. That is 1o say, a potlacch
might be given in a child’s honor by his parents before he went to
live with his maternal uncle, whose status and righrs he would even-
wally inherit. Although the child’s father appeared to funetion as a
huet, the actual hosts were the mother and her lineage, who provided
the property—both the ritual prerogatives bestowed and displayed
and the material goods distributed as gifts, The father's lineage were
the guests. Eventually, on the death of the maternal uncle, the heir
gave 4 potlarch in the house which he was enditled to inherit, using the
prerogarives and wealth of his own lineage. These combination me-
morial-status-assuming affairs were probably the major ones given by
the Haida, as they were amongse their Tlingic and Tsimshian neigh-
bors.

Among the Kwakiutl, Bella Coola, and Nootka, potlarches were
often given, like those of the Haida, to establish a child or youth as
the heir presumptive. In addition, these three peoples very often com-
bined the potlarch with performances by the dancing socieries. The
latrer were elaborate dramas representing the abduetion of certain
individuals (with inherited rights to the performances) by supernac-
ural beings who rerurned them, endowed with varied and ofren spec-
racular ceremonial prerogatives,

The Salish groups, who had fewer ceremonial prerogarives o an-
nounce and validate, gave potlacches to confirm the status of their
chiefs. To demonstrate that he was worthy of the post, and thereby
validare his status, the headman of a Salish lincage might stage such
a performance years after he had nominally attained his position as
leader of his extended family.

Too many years have passed since the last Chinook potlacch was
given for us o have any detatled information on such variations as
may have been made on the pattern along the lower Columbia. [e
seems most plausible to assume, however, thar there was relanvely
lietle difference berween their procedures and aims and those of their
Salish neighbors,

The nurthernmost groups gave a minor variety thar has been called
a "face-saving” potlatch. When some misadventure befell a chief, or
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the heir to a chiefraincy—for example, if he stumbled and fell on some
public oceasion, or suffered any ather public indignity—the damage
to his honor could be repaired only by the formal distribution of
gifts and the reaffirmation of his honorable stas. The elaborateness
of this performance depended to a large extent on the nature of the
accident, If it was considered ro have been a true aceident and not
the resule of malicious human intent to demean him, a few small
gifts sufficed ro erase the damage w his dignity. If, however, there
was any reason to believe that che affront had been deliberare, cither
through physical or magical means, a large and claborate potlarch
was called for, Among such groups as the Nootka and many of the
Kwakiutl, where the function of the potlatch and irs role in social
integration was overtly recognized, a high-ranking guest ac another
chief's potlarch, when conducred to the wrong sear by the ushers,
satisficd his honor by giving a single blanket to one of the hosts. In
such a situation the host chief repaid this gift lacer on in the pro-
ceedings.

Comperitive potlarches have received considerable acrention in
ethnographic lirerature becanse of their very spectacular nature. Two
powerful rivals might give away and destroy thousands of dollars’
worth of trade goods and money in the course of the contest. The
destruction of property, of course, was to demonstrate thar the chief
was so powerful and so rich thar the blankers or money he threw on
the fire, or the “coppers” he broke, were of no moment ar all to him.
While such contests were held occasionally among many of the
northern groups, they reached their highest development—or per-
haps one should say their peak of bitterest rivalry—in rwo places:
Fort Rupert and Pore Simpson. e appears fairly clear thar nearly
identical facrors led ro this development in che two localivies, Ir will
be recalled that several neighboring Kwakiuel tribes moved into For
Rupert when the Hudson's Bay Company post was established there,
forming a loose confederarion. Each of these tribes consisted of sev-
eral local groups who, long ago, had formed fairly stable political
entities, even though the local groups retined a certain independenee
of action as well as their individual property rights. Once the tribes
occupied the common site, elose to che rading post, they were faced
with a very acute problem, It was inevitable thar each tribe should
sooner or later invite the others to potlarches. It is necessary to explain
here that while the ranking of the individuals within each local group
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was well known, and in each tribe the lineages, and ctheir respecrive
chiefs, were graded in a well-cstablished order of precedence from
highest to lowest, there were no precise verbal designations for these
sequences—that s to say, there were no native terms directly trans-
latable as “fiest chief,” “second chief,” “third chief,” ere. The erucial
poing, and the public recognition of a chief's clim ro precedence,
pecurred at the time of the distribution of gifrs o the guests. The
highest-ranking chicf was given the first gift—and ordinarily, to
show respect for his rank, che largest :inglf: gifr. The chief second
in rark among the assembled guests was the recipient of the second
gift, and so on in descending sequence. The chiefs of the newly
organized Fort Rupert Confederacy had no precedents on which to
base the relative rankings of the chicfs of the several tribes. This facr
led them to initiate a series of potlatches in which cermain of them
asserted their claims to particular places—first, second, third, or
fourth, and so on—in the consolidared precedence list. When two
chicfs claimed the same place, the first one would give a potlarch,
stating his claim; then the second would try to curdo him. Finally,
one or the other gave away or destroyed more property than his op-
ponent could possibly equal, The one who had been surpassed had no
recourse. He could no longer contest his claim, for, in the native
mind, it eame to be regarded as ridiculous that an individual of few
resources (and of course this involved nor only the man, but his
entire local group) should artempr to make a claim against someone
who had demonstrated power and wealth,

The extremes to which these competitions were carried and the
attitude that developed in Fort Rupert—thar great expenditures were
sufficient to validate any sort of a2 claim—are exemplified by the
unique institution which those people creared. This was the ricle of
“Eagle.” An Eagle was a person who had the special right to receive
his gift before the highest-ranking chief was presented with his. At
one time there were rwelve Eagle titles at Fort Ruperr. Investigarion
has revealed that most of these Eagles were not chiefs at all, bue
were men of intermediate or even common starus who through in-
dustry and clever trading amassed grear quanrities of marerial wealth.
Some of them, in addition, were backed by cerain chiefs who recog-
nized rhem as porential rools to assist in the downfall of some high-
ranking rival, It is interesting to note that the Eagles made no pre-
tenses at claiming tradition-hallowed names or crests, bur assumed or
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tried to assume invented names thar referred in some way to the privi-
lege chat they hoped to acquire—thar of precedence in receiving gifes
before che real nobles, There was even one individual who, in the
early part of the last century, presumed to claim the right to receive
his gifr on the day prier to the potlarch. The chicfs would not roler-
ate this effrontery; when he insisted on his claim, they had him killed.
Orthers of this neuvean riche contingent, however, managed to keep
in the good graces of the chiefs and maintained their anomalows po-
sitions for many years,

Afeer the nine Tsimshian tribes assembled ar Port Simpson, chey
were faced with almost che identical problem regarding potlacch
protocol. The order of precedence of the clan chiefs within each
tribe had been esrablished for a long time and was not subject
question, The intertribal rankings were noc definice. Competitive
putlatehes, very similar to and quite as bitterly contested as those of
the Fort Rupert Kwakiuel, became common. Ir s entirely possible
that such contests oceurred occasionally among various groups in
the remote past when certain local groups assembled ar commuon winter
villages in the process of eribal amalgamation. These prehistoric com-
petitions never were so frequent or involved such quantiries of valua-
bles as ar Fore Rupert and Port Simpson. An interesting sidelighe on
these specialized potlarches is afforded by the faer char among the
Haida at Masset, fictitious comperitions were staged solely ro add a
lirtle spice to the occasion, The purative rivals agreed, in privare, to
expend identical amounts so that the affair would come out a draw.
Some Southern Kwakiuel chiefs are known to have done this also,

The economics of the potlatch are not particularly complex. A
chief announced his plans to his lincage or extended family mares
some time in advance. He would normally expect them to conrribure
wealth goods to the extent of their ability. The low-ranking members
of the group gave furs, blankers, or money for a variety of reasons:
to granfy their personal sense of participation in the group perform-
ance, to assure the esceem of their chief and fellow group members,
or to ensure public recognition for themselves or their children ar the
time of the potlatch by being given names or being included in some
ceremonial in at Jeast a minor capaciry.

This concept of participation on the basis of familial tes i5 most
obwvious among the northern groups, where, in theory, a potlacch
was supposed to be given by a chief (and his lineage) to lincages of
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the opposite moiety. For instance, among the Haida, recent studies
have made clear thar certain types of potlatch given in honor of the
children of a chief were actually given by the chief's wife and her
lineage—the same lincage, of course, that the children belonged to—
to the lineage of the husband and sometimes others of his moiety.
Nonetheless, the husband and his elose relatives contributed substan-
tially to the aceumulation of valuables to be distributed in honor of
the children. Similarly, a Tlingic chicf could count on his wifc's
brothers' coneributing handsomely to his store of wealth intended
for a potlatch given in the name of his lineage, cven though the
brothers-in-law were in the opposite moicty and would be among the
guests ar the affair. Such gifts were ourright donations; no recurn
was expected other than the sort of eventual turn-abouc-is-fair-play
reciprocity we ourselves expect in connection with Christmas cards
and dinner invitarions, The presents the brothers-in-law reccived at
the potlacch bore no relation to any such denations they might have
made, but were scaled to each one's individual rank. The important
compensation, in native eyes, was that ar the potlatch the chief
honared his own children and their lineage mates—members of the
lincage of his wife's brothers—by formally presenting them, an-
nouncing their assumption of hereditary names andl titles (of their
own lineage), and arranging to have their ears pierced, or to have
them rarrooed. In other words, the potlatch was an occasion for the
emphasis of unity of a group of relatives even where kinship was
ostensibly broken by che unilateral structure of sociery.

The amount of property that the chief set as an objective de-
pended on the size of the group or groups he intended to invice and
the chborateness of the spectacle he planned. Among the Kwakiurl
divisions and the more northerly tribes, he mighe, if necessary, bor-
row blankets or funds to atrain his goal. Such loans were usually for
a sec period of dme—half a year or a year—and were ordinarily re-
payable by a sum larger than the initial loan. This loan, and its
repayment, was 2 financial transaction enirely separate from and out-
side the potlatch and had no relation to potatch payments or gifs.
When the time came for the big event and the various genealogical
claims had been announced and the prerogatives and crests displayed,
the gifts were distributed. Among the northernmose tribes, where
the potlarch guests had performed certain rasks such as the burial of
the dead chief, the raising of a mortuary column, or the building or
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rebuilding of the chief’s house, ere., the chiefs to whom these duries
had been entrusted received special gifts said to be paymenes for
the worl donc. The individual chiefs so honored were expecred
later on to reward their own relatives and reeainers who had done
the actual work. The same procedure held rrue among the Haida, for
cxnmp]c, when cercain chiefs were dusigrinrcd to tattoo Crests on
noble children of the host group. These chicfs were given “pay-
ments” for the tatrooing, although they themselves had nor funec-

72. A Haide “copper” with engroved design. Sote examiples have painted
designs. The ancicut “coppers,” banered ont of placer metal obtained in
trade from the Copper River, do not ring awhen strick like those of Enro-
pean sheet copper, but emit @ dull sownd; the T-shaped ridge of the old
specitmens is wot bollow, stomped ont froms the back, bue is a solid wass of
retal,
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tioned as the artists. The actual tattooers were paid by the recipients
of these payments. Eventually all these preliminaries were complered.
The main potlacch gifts were presented in amounts that varied ac-
cording to the rank of the recipient. {Of course the payments as
well as the gifes were distributed in the order of rank.) On oceasions
when guests were invited from various distant localitics, as, for ex-
ample, when a Tsimshian chief invited Haida and Tlingit goests, a
tactful host would present gifts to the principal chicfs simultaneously.

A special class of objects, called “eoppers” in English, was in-
timarely associated with the potlatch. These large shield-like sheets
were hammered out of placer copper found somewhere along the

e

vz A Southern Kuawakintl ebief with
one of his “coppers”™ Coppers like
this wzith repotissé ornanent were
less connon than those awith shal-
lowly engraved andjor painted de-
sigs, bt awere not necestarily more
vliable, Conrtesy of Smithsonian
Institusion,

74 A Southern Kapabiutl princess
of the 18gos. She is bolding a “cop-
per,” most of the top of which bas
been ent oway in defisnce of ber
father's potlatel rivals, Courtesy of
Swithsonian Institntion.
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reaches of the Copper River in Alaska (Figs. 72-74). OF course in
historic times many were made of sheet copper obrained from whire
traders, These coppers were traded southward a5 far as Southern
Kwakiud territory. Among the Tlingic, Haida, and Tsimshian, it
was almost essential that one or two of them be used at the potlatch
in honor of the dead chief, on the assumption of his place by his suc-
cessor, and that they be broken and thrown on the fire or into the
sea. To these people the coppers were valuable, but they were nor
nearly so highly regarded as they came to be amung the Southern
Kwaliutl, among whom the value of a copper was augmented each
time it was given away, whether in a potlatch or in connection with
bride price or dowry. Some coppers are known to have arrained
values of several thousands of dollars.

The northwest Californians—provincials from the areal point of
view—staged performances that, like the potlarch, revolved abour the
wealth and starus eoncepts, In these, however, the family wealth in
material treasures was merely displayed, and was not distributed
amongst the specrators. Rights and prerogatives such as existed in
the north were lacking, so these folk contented themselves with an
exposition of their valuables, then thriftily stowed them away for
another year.

MARRIAGE

Marriage was regarded as a social contract, not merely berween the
man and his wife, bur between their respective families. The higher
the rank of the couple, the greater the emphasis on this aspect; the
concern of the individual's family revolved principally about the
rule that a person should marry a spouse of corresponding social
status. A chief, or heir to a chiefraincy, should marry the daughrer
of a chief, or at least the daughrer of 2 man of high rank, closely
related to a chief’s line of descent. Throughout the area it was
deemed essential for the groom’s family to give a substantial quanticy
of valuables and goods—the “bride price”—to the girl's family.
The higher the rank of the couple, the greater the amount of the
bride price. In northwest California, where areal patterns were s0
often reduced to their bare essentials, a man's worth was gauged in
terms of the amount of the bride price paid for his mother. Two
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aspects of the bride price should be noted. First, it was not, outside
of northwest California, a quantity arrived at through close bargain-
ing by representatives of the rwo social units; it was rather as large
an amount as the groom’s group were capable of giving, given the
starus of the couple. Second, the woman's family did not, through
the so-called “sale,” lose all incerest and righes in her, bur continued
to be concerned abour her welfare. Their continuing interest was
usnally expressed by a return gift or series of gifts made to the man's
family. The Southern Kwaliuel carried this concept to its logical
conclusion by a series of return gifts from a man to his son-in-law,
or the son-in-law’s group, to “buy back” his daughter. The com-
plecion of these payments did noc signify that the couple were
thereby separated, bue it did permit her to remain with her husband
withour pressare of obligation. Since it was customary for the
fathec-in-law to include various crests and ceremonial privileges in
his gifts to his son-in-law, which of course were intended for the
couple’s children, acquisition of such prerogatives through marriage
came to be an end in itself. Hence, during the period of population
shrinkage, or perhaps even before thar time, the Kwakiucl devised
ficririous unions in which a young chicf was “married to" an arm,
or leg, or the house post, of another chief. The quantities of valua-
bles given by both parties, which were of course distributed by each
recipient in polarches, redounded to the credic of bath.

There were several varieties of preferred marriages. One of these,
found among the northern nations who reckoned descent matri-
lineally, was cross-cousin marriage (that iz, marriage to one’s mother’s
brother's daugheer, or to one's father’s sister’s daughter). A young
chief who married his mother’s brother’s daughrer was actually
marrying the daughter of the man whose position, house, and prop-
crries he would eventually inherir, an obviously convenient and
practical arrangement. Among the Kwakiutl groups, the Bella Coola,
the Mootks, and their nearest Salish neighbors, a chief or a chief's
son might seek to marry the daughrer of some distant important
personage to creae useful alliances; or he might marry a woman of
approximarely equivalent rank from some extended family to which
he was already related, or, if the actual blood kinship were not too
close, from his own group. The advaneages of marrying into a related
family, or to a woman from one’s own extended family, were, ac-
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cording o the Kwakiutl, Bella Coola, and Nootka viewpoint, that
one thereby regained crests and privileges that had been given away
in previous marriages, in the one instanee, or, in the other, rerained
such valuable possessions within the group. The Bella Coola are said
t have arranged intragroup marriages quite often for their chicfs
and chiefs' heirs in order to retain the family prerogatives. In fact,
some early investigators interpreted this practical measure as a strict
rule of endogamy (a term meaning a prohibition against marrying
outside of a certain defined group), such as is found with a rigid
caste system. However, this was not a correct interpretation, for
many Bella Coola not only married ouside cheir extended family
units, but outside their nation as well, acquiring spouscs among the
Bella Bella and Wikeno in some numbers. Proof of this practice may
be found in the number of crests and rirual prerogatives among the
Bella Coola that chey state were obrained from one or another Heil-
wsuk division “in marriage,” that is, as part of the gifts made by the
bride's father to his son-in-law, and in the various rights of similar
type found among the Heilesuk chat are reported o be of Bella
Coola origin. The Coast Salish and Chinook—exeept for those liv-
ing near and strongly influenced by Southern Kwakiutl and Nootka
—having, as has been previously stated, a more rigid rule of parri-
lineal inheritance of their few prerogatives, did not ransfer such
rights o sons-in-law, and as they did not have a unilateral organiza-
tion cither, therc was no particular advantage to their marrying
relatives,

The Yurok and their immediate neighbors added a unique rouch
of their own to the areal parterns, Normally, a bride went to live in
her hushand’s home. Ocecasionally, however, cither to patch up an
affair in which a man of few resources had become involved wich a
girl, or in a situation in which a man of importance had daughrers
bur no sons and did not wane to be without willing hands to serve
him, a special arrangement was made, a “half marriage,” as the Yurok
translate their own name for the institution into English. In this
type of marriage, slightly more than half the normal bride price was
paid by the groom and his kin, and he went to live in his father-in-
law's house, where, in effect, he worked out the balance of the
bride price in services.
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WARS AMD FEUDS

The MNootkan and Kwakiotl tribes, and their neighbors o the north-
ward, made war on occasion; these to the south carried on feuds.
The distinction is much more than one of the scale of the military
operation and number of people invalved, although usually the fends
of the Salish, Chinook, and northwest Californians were carricd on by
a few individuals at a time. At times the northerners oo had their
fewds, in which the killing or injury of a kinsman was avenged by
his relatives. Bur true warfare, aimed at driving our or exrerminat-
ing another lineage or family in order to acquire its lands and goods,
was 2 well-established practice in the north. In the discussion of recent
historics of the various groups, some atrention has been given to these
northern vwars of conquest. Some northern Tlingir lineage or lineages
drove the Eskimo off Kayak Island; the Kaigani Haida forced some
southern Tlingir to withdraw from part of Prince of Wales Island
and established themselves there; the Tsimshian Kitkatla and Kirsu
tribes, and apparently the Bella Bella as well, were doing their best
to exterminate the Xaihais in order to rake possession of their cerri-
tory. Among the Nootka, biteer, long-drawn-out wars were earried
on by various local groups and rtribes for the express purpose of
capturing the rerritory of their neighbors. In addirion, the objecrive
of frequent raids, sume of them at quitc long range, was to capture
wealth goods and slaves, The [aida raids down into the Puger Sound
area have been mentioned. Presumably the development of the con-
cept of a war of conquest is to be areribured to the highly developed
concepts of property right in lands and places of economic m-
portance, and to 2 cerrin amount of actual population pressure in the
north in aboriginal times.

The raid staged on the oceasion of the dearh of an important
person, whether or not he had died from narural causes, was a t}fpia
cally northern custom. The usually expressed purpose was that of
“sending someone with the dead chief,” or of “making other people
mourn also.” Such a party usually arracked and slew the firse per-
sons they mer; sometimes even their own village mates were not
exempted if the raiders encountered them offshore in a canoe,

After a suceessful artack the northern warriors beheaded their
victims, broughr dhe heads home, and usually ser chem up on rall
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poles in front of the village. Only the Tlingit sealped; they took che
heads of fallen foe and removed the scalps on the way home,

Feuds were conducted in 2 different fashion among most of the
Maorthwest Coast groups. After a slaying or an injury, the kin of the
victim made an effort to rewaliaee, although somertimes the crouble
could be smoothed over. In any case, whether or not revenge was
taken, the customary method of sereling the fead among almest all
the groups, except the Kwakiutl and Nootka, was by payment of
indemnies, or “weregild.” When more than the initial offense had
oecurred, each injury to either side had to be paid for separatcly.
Intermediaries were usually sent back and forth ro negotiate agree-
ments as to the proper amount of damages. Ir was ac this ome, in
northwestern California, that the valuation put on a man according
to the amount of bride price paid for his mother came into play.
Elsewhere such neatly calibrated scales were not used; the aim was
to demand cnough compensation to embarrass and humble the op-
ponents. Sometimes, among the Tlingic and probably their immediace
neighbors, in cases where no blood-money sertlement could be agreed
upon, a chief or noble of the slayer’s lincage would rake it on hime-
self to resolve the marcer. He, of course, had to be of a rank as nearly
as possible equivalent to thar of the shin person. e donned rhe
finest ceremonial regalia of his lineage, Then he went out of the
house, dancing one of the slow, stately hereditary dances of his line-
age as he approached the waiting foe. The courteous gesture on their

rt was to allow him the dignity of approaching ro within a few
yards of them before they evened matters by killing him.
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RELIGION

N srrve reviciovs beliefs and practices on the Norcthwest Coast re-
volved about a series of patterns and conceprs shared by all or nearly
all of the groups participaring in the areal culrore. There was, of
course, a good deal of variation in the dersiled manifestations of chese
basic tencts, bur from the broad poine of view these differences are
quite superficial. These fundameneal principles that combined to give
Northwest Const religion its distinetive cast were: lack of system-
atization of beliefs on creation, cosmology, and deiries; a rather vague
notion of a remore, disinterested Supreme Being or Beings; a set of
belicfs revolving abour the immornlity of certain economically im-
portant species of animals, combined with a series of ricual practices
to ensure the return of those creatures; and, finally, the concepr of
the possibilicy of lifelong assistance by a personal guardian spiric, Ir
is worth stressing that among these people, as among other American
Indians, religious belief played an important part in everyday life,
The preparatory rires and observances ar the dme of a fishing or
hunting expedition, or an appeal ro one's guardian spirit, were equally
imporeant parts of geming ready as the preparation of the fishing or
hunting gear. The same principle applied to preparations for a pot-
larch or a war parry.

The absence of systematized beliefs abour the cosmes, and about

138
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origins, and the failure to arrange the various deities and lesser super-
narural beings in formal hierarchies, so characreristic of the religious
thought of many, chough nor all, of the simpler American Indian
cultures, strilee us as somewhat inconsistent with a eivilization like
that of the Northwest Coast, where so many patterns were refined
and enriched ro an amazing degree. One may find, for example, that
among the members of a single tribe, or in neighboring tribes of the
same linguistic and cultural division, various individuals will give
completely different accounts of the ancient belicfs as to how the
world was supported, and whether the Land of the Dead was across
some distant river, somewhere in the sky, or in an underworld, Like-
wise, a god or spiric regarded by one informant as of great impor-
tance will be described as a minor personage by another. Strangely
enough, or so it appears at first, this anarchy of concepr was most ex-
treme among the more advanced groups from Vancouver lsland
northward. [t may well be that their influence on arcal parterns also
affected their southern neighbors. The real reason for this apparent
disorganization of belief scems to have been that chere was a very rich
unwritten literature of myths and legends current in the area; in facr,
several distiner eyeles seem to have been represenced, perhaps refleet-
ing the diverse origins of the several distinct linguistic divisions on
the coast. Each lineage or extended family rook over some myth or
mythical episode, incorporating it into the official family tradition
to explain the origin of the kin group. Hence each of these social
units had its own official version of creation and the like, An early
investigator among the Bella Coola was rold, for example, of a series
of superimposed heavens, in the hilghcst of which the gods dwelt in
a single vast house. Just like the Indians who occupied a house in this
world, the gods were ranked in a series of sraruses from the highest
to the lowest. As previously remarked, hicrarchical strucrures of this
sort were not typical of the coastal culture. The Bella Coola were
therefore regarded as exceptional in the area for their systematiza-
tion of religious choughe, More recent studies, however, have revealed
that this concept was part of the origin rradition of a single Bella
Coola family line. Other Bella Coola were not familiar with che
details of the story, nor did chey accepr it as true ar poinrs where ir
contradicted their own extended family traditons, Similarly, most
Haida conceived of the sky as a bowl-like firmament over the earth
and believed that on the upper side of the bowl was a Sky-World
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inhabited by certain supernatural beings. However, one tradition, ,

presumably the possession of some lineage and related to its legendary
origin, describes a serics of five Sky-Worlds, one over the other,

Beliefs in a Supreme Being were common to many of the In-
dian groups of our area. Typically, this deity was remote from the
affairs of men and the world. He may formerly have taken a maore
active role. According ro some myth eycles he was the Creator; in
others, he was a Transformer (a being who went about in an ex-
isting but incomplete world, serting things in arder). Monetheless
—and somewhat inconsistently—he was often addressed in prayer
by the Indians. This was equally true of the Tlingir deity “Raven-at-
the-head-of-the-Nass,” the Haida “Power-of-the-Shining-Heavens,”
the Tsimshian “Laxha.* The Nootka varied the paccern slightly by
referring to and praying to the four “Grear Chicfs,”" each of whom
ruled a segment of the universe, In certain of their manifestarions,
Kwakiutl and Bella Coala Supreme Deities were closely asociated
with the sun. The Cuast Salish (other than the Bella Coola) and
Chinook seem to have boen atypical, and apparently lacked any
such concept. Farther south the data are less clear, because of the
early shattering of the native culture, but the Athapascan-speaking
tribelers on both sides of the California-Oregon border prayed regu-
larly to a deity who had creared their world.

A ser of beliefs relating to the immortality of certain animal
species was universal throughout the Northwest Coas. It scems fairly
clear that in most cases the original concept, regardless of the group
or groups of its origin, probably referred specifically to salmon.
When one considers the spectacular phenomenon of the annual sal-
mon runs, such a belief seems reasonable enough, especially to primi-
tive people. Ar the same season every year, the same one of the five
varieties of salmon would appear in great numbers in the bay or cove
at the mouth of some scream, and after a short dme would stare up-
river. A relatively small number, of course, were harpooned, nerred,
or trapped, but the majority proceeded to the spawning grounds
far upstream, spawned, and dicd. Their lean, batrered bodies lined
the river banks and drifred back to the sea. It is doubeful whether the
Indians understood the life cycle of these fish, or connecred the
spawning with the tiny new-hatched parr, or these with the adule
salmon, Yer the following year the species appeared again. Hence,
what could be more logical than the concept that the salmon as-
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cended the streams to benefic mankind, died, and then rerurned to
life? The general belicf was that the salmon were a race of super-
natural beings who dwelt in a grear house under the sea. There they
went about in human form, feasting and daneing like people. When
the fime came for the “run,” the Salmon-people dressed in garments
of salmon flesh, thar is, assumed the form of fish to sacrifice them-
selves. Once dead, the spirit of each fish rerurned to the house be-
neath the sea; if the bones returned ro the water, the being resumed
his {human-like) form with no discomfort, and could repear the trip
next season. Since the Salmon-people’s migration was considered to
be voluntarily underaken, it followed thar it behooved human be-
ings to rake pains not to offend their benefactors. To return all the
salmon bones to the water was one of the procedures believed to be
essential. If some bones were chrown away on land, on resurrection
the Salmon-person might lack an arm or a leg, or some other part,
and he and his eribe would become angry and refuse o run again in
the stream in which they had been so unappreciatively rreared. All
the Northwest Coast groups had long lists of regulations and prohibi-
tions referring ro the Salmon-people in order to continue to maintain
good relations with these important beings.

This concept was extended to many uther species. Herring and
alachen, also seasonal specics, were widely believed to have their own
house under the sea (or to share the Salmon-people’s house) and to
behave the same way. The Nootka believed thar whales, hair seal,
and, on land, the wolves {not of economie, but of ritual importance)
likewise had their houses, and emerged wearing their animal form like
a replaceable garment. Even creatures who were not believed to live
in “rribal” houses were considered immoreal. Among the Yurok, and
probably their neighbors as well, deer were thought to be resur-
rected in the same fashion, and it was believed that they deliberately
entered the snarcs or exposed themselves to the fire of hunters who
meticulously observed the rites that the Deer-people considered pleas-
ing.

. It was not only the belicfs themselves thar unified a grear part
of the areal religious patterns, but also the rites and observances de-
veloped out of them. For example, a First Salmon ceremony was
held over the first eatch from each impartant stream or area, the pur-

ose of which was to honor and to welcome the first of the species.
Usually the fish was addressed as though it were a visiting chief of



141 IHDIAHMS OF THE HMORTHWEST COAST

high rank; it was handled in a ceremonious way, and was frequenty
given offerings such as the sacred eagle down of the northern groups;
it was cooked and eaten in a formal fashion, This type of rite, except
for derails of performance, was almost uniform everywhere, except
at the very extremes of the area. Tlingit and Haida attached less im-

ance to it, and performed it in more attenuated fashion than
did their neighbors o the south, In northwestern California the
rirual was incegrated with a First Fruits rice (and, among the Karok,
with a New Fire ceromony) and, as well, with the Wealch Display
performances, into a cult-system that has been designated a World-
Renewal cycle, Nevertheless, the First Salmon ceremony was per-
formed in some form by all the groups of the coast, and even by a
few of their peripheral and ruder neighbors of the interior.

By analogy, similar rituals were performed to honor other spe-
cies, such as herring and olachen in the north, and smele (or “surf
fish™) along the Oregon and northern California coasts. Other game,
including sea and land mammals, was treated ceremoniously when
killed, so that the spirit would be placated and would return to the
hunter wearing a new body whose flesh and fur the hunter mighe
take.

The significance of these rituals in honor of important ani-
mals led to the development of a priesthood, another distinetive
trait of Noerthwest Coast culare, The procedure for handling the
first of the season’s salmon catch beeame so complicated, and the
prayers addressed to the Salmon-spirits became so lengthy, that a
specialist had to take charge. Rites of limited importance, like those
of the bear hunter or mountain-goat huncer, became individual pos-
sessions and were transmitced from generation to generation as
valuable sccree techniques for securing game, Ritvals for species thar
affected the general welfare, like salmon, likewise became private pos-
sessions, to be performed in the public interest. The Yurok ritualist
had to be paid by public collection to recite his incredibly long
formulaic nrayers to the salmon and acorns; the Nootka or Kwaldud
chief ritually cleansed himself and performed his ceremony as pare
of his duty toward his people. It is particularly interesting that
Nootka and a few Southern Kwakiutl ricualists made use of human
bones and corpses in their rites, just like the Aleur whale-lancers,
in the belief that the dead had grear power over game.

It was generally accepted that an individual's control over his
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destiny—his good or bad fortune—depended on the intercession of
a spiricual helper. The favor of such a being was won only after an
arduous search, in which one cleansed one's self of taints offensive w
supernatural beings by fasting, bathing in icy pools, serubbing avway
the clinging aura of human sensuality with harsh Aesh-mortifying
bundles of twigs or nettles. Among the Tlingir, Haida, and perhaps
the Tsimshian, there was a tendency toward a sorc of inherirance
of spirit helpers. That is, an individual went through the usual quest,
but encountered a particular spiric or spirits thar “belonged,” as it
were, to his maternal lincage. Simply performing these rites con-
tributed to one’s success, but in addirion one might encounter a
spirit who allowed himself to be subjugated if the quester were prop-
erly purified, and thenceforth served like Aladdin’s djinni. Such a
“guardian spirit” might confer power to cure the sick, to become a
great warrior, to acquire wealth, or, among the tribes north of Puger
Sound, might bestow the right to display some ceremonial perform-
ance representing the being himself. As a mateer of facr, all the prized
crests of the northerners were supposed o have been obrained orig-
inally through just this kind of supermundane authorization. The
clan ancestor, among the northernmost groups, or the benefacror of
the lineage among Kwalkiutl and Nootka, appeared and conferred the
right on all ensuing generations to use masks or symbels representing
himself.

From the individual point of view, one of the maximum gifts a
spirit could bestow was one thar could be utilized to affect the for-
tunes of one's friends and neighbors. The best way to achieve that was
to be granted the power to cure or cause illnesses. The *medicine-
man,” or “shaman” as he is called in the literarure, was a power in
the community. Many commoners who possessed no high social
rank to bring them into the public eye found a compensatory pres-
tige in shamanistic power. Everywhere the popular phrasing was
that to be a shaman sent an individual on the road ro wealth. Actually,
the medicineman, although often well paid for curing the sick, could
never accumulate enough valuables ro offer serious competirion to
the chief, who, as lineage head, inherited not only economic rights
and properties, but also the right to call on the produce of all the
members of the family. What the shaman acrually obrained was
public recognition, either esteem or fear or a blend of both, far be-
yond that to which his modest birch would have enticled him. By
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performing the arduous cleansing rites and encountering a spirit who
granted curing power one became a public figure, the eynosure of
all eyes when the whole village congregated to watch the treamment
of a patient. lllness was generally believed to be cavsed either by
incrusion of small semi-animate objects thar drove buller-like into one’s
body, or by witcheraft, cither of the contagious variety in which
some enemy cast spells over bits of ones clothing, hair combings,
erc., or of the type in which a wizard “senc” or “threw" disease-
causing objeets into one. From the Oregon coast northward the
belief ‘was held that one's soul might be lost, either stolen or just
gone astray. Another possible cause of disease was a sort of contami-
nation by a ghost or spirit, particularly if one were not ritually
clean at the ume of the encounter. The shaman's cask consisted in
summoning his spirit helper or helpers, usually by singing their songs
and dancing, uncl the supernatural assistant bestowed the power ro
extract the disease object, find the strayed soul, or remove the enn-
tamination. Among some Salish groups, cspecially in the Puger
Sound area, a dramatization of the journey in a spiric canoe in quest
of the lost soul was a most spectaeular performance,

The shamanistic regalia and gear varied. The Tlingit and Haida
shaman allowed his hair to grow, and never combed it; the shaggy
tangle was his badge of office. Among both these divisions he typi-
cally wore claborately carved necklaces of bone, and had a special
bone mbe (Fig. 75) to blow sickness away and to catch souls.
Haida medicinemen usually accompanied their songs with carved
globular raccles (Fig. 71); some Tlingic and Tsimshian wsed “chief’s
careles,” carved with figures of the raven and the frog (Fig. 70);
others used rattles of puffin beaks or deer hoofs (Fig. 69). The Tlin-
git shaman usually owned a variety of masks representing his famil-
fars, and wore them as he danced when beginning a cure. Kwakiutl,
MNootks, and Bella Coola donned turban-like headbands and neck-
rings of shredded and dyed red cedarbark as insignia of their pro-
fessions. Some Salish shamans had peculiarly shaped boards painted
with crude designs referring to their spirit helpers (Fig. 77);
others carved representations of those beings (Figs. 78, 101).

The northwestern Californians varicd the general shamanistic
pattern of the arca somewhat. Among these groups most shamans
were women, in contrast to the north where the profession was pre-
dominanely, though not exclusively, a male one, The guardian spiric
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75, Tsimshion (a, &), and Tlingic (), shamans’ “soul-catchers” carved of
bone wwith abalone shell inlays.
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26, Carved shawrans' amnlets (g, b), ond meedlecase (), of bone,
from the Tlingit.

71. Typical spirit canoe boards, rep-
resenting beings whe assisted the
sharan in bis dramatized Jotrney
to recapture a lost sonl. Probally
from the Salishen Duwwamish or
somee wearky group of Puget Sotond.
Nerthwest Coast artistic concepts
have heen replaced bere by some-
thing quite different.
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concept was played down. And al-
El'n.‘rllgh a Yurok, Karok, or Hupa
shaman had some sort of supernaru-
ral mentor, she acquired her power
principally through capruring, swal-
iuwlng, and learning to control the
semi-animate  objects believed to
cause illness. She made considerable
use of a tobacco pipe and of smoking
in connceton with her cures, and—
whispered gossips—in causing peo-
ple to become ill so thar she mighe
be paid for curing them,

8. A shanan’s ratle frome the Cui-
manle, g Salish tribe of western Wash-
ington, The rattle combines the form
of the showman's guardian spirit awith
the use of deer-boof soumders, Artisti-
cally this specimen represents one dis-
tinctively Salish style.
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CEREMONIALS

O % e Northwest Coast there were two principal cencers of de-
velopment of ceremonialism. One of these was among the Kwalkiutl
and Nootka, the ether in northwestern California, where the Yurok,
Karok, and Hupa interwove a series of rirnals into the claborare
World-Renewal ceremonial eycle. The performances of the Wala-
shan-speaking groups were both unique and spectacular (Fig. 79).
Essentially they were cycles of dramas revolving arcund a single
theme: the protagonist’s encounter with a spiric who kidnaps him,
bestows supernatural powers upon him, then recurns him to his vil-
lage, repearing the experience of the ancestor from whom the per-
former inherited the right to the performance. If this sounds as
threadbare and monotonous a5 a much-repeated plor, ic should be
pointed out that the Indian dramarists were able to elaborare as many
variations and new twists with it as our playwrights do with cur
standardized boy-meers-girl theme. The Kwakiuel hero, depending on
the particular version to which he was hereditarily entitled, mighr
enact his kidnaping by slipping quictly away from the village, or he
might prerend to be seruck dead by the power of the spiric, then to be
resurrected by public ritual. Or he might be pounced on by men
wearing monstrous disguises who would carry him off bodily o the
woods. Afrer the proper period of hiding, during which he was sup-
148
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79. Dramatis personae of a Soutbern Kawaliutl Shawnas' Society perfarm-
aice, an old photegraph, The crouching figures of the center frome, with
the masks representing wide bird-like beaks, represent the Bakbakwala-
misiua, the mionstrous man-eating bird awhe posesses and inspires the
Cantibal-dencer. The bouse posts an either side, in the background, repre-
sent the Thunderbivd, important in wany Kuwakiutl and Nootka fanily
traditions; the central post is very umusual in style, At the lefe of the picture
part of a paineed board screen can be seen; this is the frome of the cubicle
in awhich the privcipal perforsmer wpas kepe.

posed to be at the home of the spirir, he returned, or was escorted
back, and had to be captured by his fellow villagers becausc he was
so imbued with supernatural power that he was in a seate of frenzy;
?I.ﬂd. ﬁl'i:!]]}"_ he demonstrated the powers with which the H]Jiri[S had
endowed him. These powers might consist of the right to display
some sleight-of-hand rricks, or might involve the ability to trans-
form himself into the spiric (or cause the spirit to appear). Some of
the representations of spirits were in the form of stately dances by
masked performers; others, portraying savage and war-like spirits ac-
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fo. A Sonthern Kavabitt! changeable wrask. The onter wask represents a
Wolf Spirit; by wanipulating strings the dancer can open the binged halves
to reveal @ representation of a mpernatural bird-being.

cording to the fiction of the particular rires, had to be forcibly re-
strained from wreaking violent acts, or performed horrendous deeds
and then were ritually calmed down by cheir arrendants.

The skill of these Indians in elaborating sensational stage effects
was unsurpassed among the natives of North America. Many of the
masks have movable parts, or are arranged to change their form
(Fig. 8o); in the houses, tunnels and trap doors were prepared so
that actors could “miraculously™ appear and disappear; lincs of hol-
low kelp stems concealed under the floor were used as speaking tubes,
causing performers’ voices to come from unexpected places, such as
under the fireplace. Puppets and monsters flew across the house, over
the “spirit room”; these were wooden figures scrung from ropes (Fig.
81). It must be noted thar these climactic displays occurred ar night.
In the huge houses lighted only by a blawing fire in the ceneral
hearth, such stage props as ropes from which figures were suspended and
the strings thar operated the movable parts of the masks were not
easily seen,



CEREMONIALS 5t

In one of the danee eycles, the personage of highest rank was
supposed to have been carried off, and on his return inspired by a
Carnibal Spirit. According to the plot, the dancer periodically be-
came frenzied (Fig. Bz2). To prevent him from killing and eating his
fellows, he was fed specially prepared human corpses, Ir is highly
improbable that corpses were actually wsed; as remarked previously,
the Kwakiurl were past masters at producing realistic cricks for stage
effeces. The smoked carcass of a small black bear, for example, firred
with a carved head, would look convincingly like a well-dried hu-
man hody at a little distance, and by firelight into the bargaiﬂ. Afrer
his grrisly meal the Tamis (or Hamratsa as the Southern Kwakiurl called
him), that is, the personage inspired by the Cannibal Spirie, was rice-

&1. This jointed puppet represents the spirit
presiding over the Kuwalbiuil Shawns® Soci-
ety cercmonial (the dinee series that includes
the “Hamatsa,” or Camvibal-dancer). Such
prppers awere displayed by ebiefs giving the
ceremonial and their principal guests. A sim-
ple sleight-of-band trick made the objects
appenr te fly wiracilonsly back and foreh be-
tween bost and guest, to symibolize the be-
ginming of the performance, This spechwen
bappens to be from the Haida, whe used it
aith somre of the performances they bad ac-
quired  frome the Kawakiutl, Conrtesy of
Swithsonion Institution, -
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&2, Dancer inspired by the
Canmibal Spirit i a fremsied
dance. Courtesy of Uni-
versicy  Musenms, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania,

ally pacified by his arendants, and then he would dance quictly,
Afrer 2 while he might become excired again and, escaping from his
ateendants, might run among the andience where he seized certain
persons by the arm and bit off large circular picces of skin. This was
not a trick, although it is said that vsually the dancer actually cut off
the piece of skin with a sharp knife concealed in his hand. The per-
soms to whom this was dene were not selecred ar random—ir was ar-
ranged beforchand that they were ro allow themselves to be bitten,
and they were subsequently rewarded with special gifts. Finally,
after a long period devored to danees, temporary escapes, and ghoul-
ish feasts, the dancer was sufficiently pacified so thar he might safely
be permitted to return to normal life.

Other spirits represented in the same cycle were War Spiris,
Destroyers-of-Goods, Fire-throwers, and the like. Normally there
was more than one dancer, or novice, since the younger relatives of
the principal dancer were supposed to be abducted and inspired by
less important spirits, As good dramatists, the Kwakiuel heightened
the effect of the violent and frightening scenes by alternating them
either with quiet, stately dances or with periods of clowning and
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horseplay during which any sort of practical joking was permissible,
and at which no one mighe rake offense.

The various dances have been compared to “secrer socicries”
inta which a person was initiated by public performance of the rire,
Actually it was not the individual dance or performance that con-
stituted the “society,” bur a series of them, ranked in order of 1m-
portance in what the Indians refer to as a single “dance house.” For
example, among all the Northern Kwakiutl groups—the Wikeno,
the Bella Bella, Xaihais, and Haisla—the Cannibal Dancer (Tans)
was the highest-ranking of a series that formed a single society or
dance house, called by the Ilzilesuk word for “shamans™ (tsitsiga).
Among the Wikeno there were cighe higher orders in the Shamans’
Sociery:

&3. Canwmilal Spirit doveer. Conrtesy of the University
_'I.I'rm.u.-;-.a.-_ University of Pennsylvania,
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. The Cannibial Dancer

. The Fire-throwing Dancer

. The Grizely Bear Dancer

. The Rar Spirit Dancer

. The Chewing Spirit, or Destraying Spirit Dancer
. The Sealped Spirit Dancer

. The Wonds Spiric Dancer

, The Ghost Dancer

e - A o ]

Of lesser importance were 3 host of minor representarions thar may
be performed by women and by men of low rank (the righes to use
the individual performances were, of course, hereditary property).

Persons who were active participants in the Shamans’ Society—
and most of the higher orders had to be repearcd annually for four
years—were barred from atrending the performances of the other prin-
cipal sociery whose name in Heiltsuk means something like “The-Ones-
Remurned-from-Heaven” (Dinwniara; sometimes the word “Mitla”
which also scems to refer to descending from above, is used), The
highest-ranking dances of this society are as highly esteemed as those
of the Shamans. The principal differences between the two societies
lie in thar performances are held at different times of the year (the
Shamans usually perform in the fall, The-Ones-Rerurned-from-
Heaven in the spring); the noviees in the larter series are supposed
to be taken up into the sky; and there is usually only a single order
among  The-Ones-Rerurned-from-Heaven who performs  violent
acts

Anather socicty among these groups, the Nutlam (Nudem),
was again separate and distiner, The name is apparently not erans-
latable; it may be an archaie word, long gone out of ordinary use.
The origin traditions of the ceremony relate char originally 1WVolf
Spirirs abduered ancesrors of cerrain extended familics, who, on their
return, behaved like wolves, killing and earing dogs when frenwied.
This was rthe characrerisric act of the Nutlam novices, There does
not seem to have been a ranked series of orders in chis sociery. It
seems likely thae this may have been the most ancient of all these
performances, for the now meaningless rerm “Nutlam,” which is as-
sociared with YWolf Spirits in one way or another—usually with the
act of dog cating, and, of course, with an initiatory performance into
an exclusive suciery—is found as an obvious borrowing among many
neighburs of the Northern Kwakiue.



CEREMOMIALS 155

Most of the Southern Kwakiutl groups had a single secret
sociey that includes a hodgepodge of all the performances of the
Shamans' Sociery, The-Ones-Returned-from-Heaven, and the Nue-
lam. At least one division, however—the Koskimo and neighboring
tribes of Quatsing Sound—had a separate ceremony called the “Nue-
lam,” in which the initiates were supposed to be carried off by Wolf
Spirits who gave them various dances and display privileges to use on
their rerurn, This was the same as the major ceremony of the neigh-
boring Nootka, except that the Mootka called their ritual by the word
for *“The Shamans,” and relegared the rerm “Nutlam” to a minor
performance during the ceremonial, Dog eating was not practiced by
either the Koskimo tribes or the Nootka in recent times, bur may
have been at one time, since a few Salish and Quileure groups of north-
west Washington srare, in their obvious borrowings of the MNootka
version of the ceremonial, incladed the macabre ace in their rituals.

MNorthward, the various Tsimshian tribes possessed both The-
Ones-Returned-from-Heaven Sociery and the Nutlam, Many of the
individual dances or orders of the former were known by their Heil-
rsul names, indicating the source of the complex. A few Coast Tsim-
shian chiefs, through either marriage dowries or capture of the masks
and other ceremonial regalia in war—a legitimare mode of acquisi-
tion—had acquired the right to perform various dances of the Sha-
mans' Sociery, for which, once again, they wsed the Heilesuk names.
(They must, of course, have captured prisoners who were made to
teach them the riruals.) Tlingit and Haida scem o have been in the
process of acquiring the performances during the historic period, and
were just beginning tw integrate them into the system of lineage
crest-display dances.

Aside from a few Gulf of Georgia Salish who had obrained
Sourhern Kwaliurl masks and danees, and the Olympic Peninsula
groups who imitated the Nootka Shamans’ Dance, the prevailing
Salish ceremonial parcern consisted of semi-competitive “guardian-
spirit singings,” in which various individuals, not only shamans bur
men with hunting or war power, sang the songs raught chem by
their turelary spirits, while friends and neighbors formed a chorus.
The lack of varicty in these performances was apparently compen-
sated by the enthusiasm with which they were carried on, The same
guardian-spirit singing was known on the lower Columbia, and
along a good part of the Oregon coast.
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84 Hupa White Decrskin dance. The two dancers in the foreground are
displaying large ohsidian blades, an impportant type of treasure on the
lowcer [lammath River. Courtesy of A. L. Kroeber.

The Yurok, and their Karok and Hupa neighbors also, per-
formed a cyele of rituals in spring and fall with the avowed pur-
puse of “renewing the waorld,” ensuring an abundance of wild crops
and salmon, and preventing disasters like floods and famine, A great
part of this procedure was carried out by a priest ar each place—
for the rites were inseparably linked with certain localitics ro which
the performance was resrriceed. The priest, with one or more as-
sistants, performed a series of rival acts, proceeding from one sacred
SpOC 10 another, reciting a eremendously long formula that was actu-
ally a narrative relating how the ceremaony had been established by
an ancient race of supernatural beings, At or near the end of rhis
long recitative, dances that were more or less frankly enterrainment
and for display of the wealth and rreasures of important men were
held. Normally there was a competitive clement abour the dances.
Groups of men performed in turn, cach group representing one of
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the nearby villages, and cach group was equipped with valuables by
the rich man of that place. There was a definite attempt to develop
a climaeric effect: at firse the danees were bricf, with few performers
and valuables of small moment. As the days passed, more dancers
participared; the performances themselves were longer; and each
rich man brought out more and better treasures for his dancers” use.
On the final day the grearest treasures—the crown jewels, so to
speak—were displayed, There were two types of these dances, called
in English the "White Deerskin” and the "Jumping” dances. Fach
had its own special regalia and valuables. In the former, the dancers
carried skins of albino or oddly colored deer, the heads stuffed and
adorned with bright-red woodpecker scalps (Fig. 84). Two, or
sometimes four, men carried the highly prized large obsidian blades
instead of skins, and danced back and forth in frone of the line. In
the Jumping Dance the performers marched in a ling, and at certain
places in each song gave a series of leaps, from the village to one of the
sacred spots that had been renewed and cleansed by the priest, The
principal ornaments consisted of wide buckskin bands, tied across
the forehead with the ends fapping loose, each decorared with a sort
of feather mosaic made out of fifty bright-red sealps of the pileared
woodpecker, bordered by other feathers and white fur. At the end
of the ceremony, cach rich man retrieved his creasures from the
dancers and took them home.
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THE CYCLE OF LIFE

Tur. Nowrawrst Coast people, like all others—ourselves included—
considered that there were certain eritical periods in the life of the
individual, points of transition from one status to another, thae re-
quired special care and artention. In cheir view, his behavior ar thar
rime derermined the course of his subsequent life. There was also
the fecling thar the individual, ar certain of these periods, might be
dangerous to others. Therefore various procedures were carried out
to ensure the well-being of the individual and his relatives and Friends
as well,

The occasions regarded as particularly significant by all these
tribes were: birth, a girl's puberty, and death. There were, of course,
numerous minor rites practiced by che several groups under con-
sideration, such as specified ways of disposing of the first baby tooth
—aor all of the baby teeth—thar a child shed, some lind of formali-
ties conneeted with the first game a boy killed, or the first baskerful
of roots or berries a girl collected unaided, and so on. Marriage was
an oceasion for formalities and festivity, pardeularly if the couple
were of high rank, but it was nor considered to have the crisis aspect
of the other life stages.

It would be out of place in a summary of chis kind to relate
in detail the multitude of observances of all the groups of the area.

158
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A few generalized statements must suffice. Procedures for ensuring
the individual's well-being were most emphasized at birth, of course.
Commaonly, there were privately owned magieal techniques to ensure
long life, sucecess in some parricular career such as canoe making,
gambling, and the like, as well as rites that were commeon knowledge,
such as methods of disposing of the end of the umbilieal cord when
it had been derached. The infant's mother was wsually secluded for
a varying number of days, during which she was kept on a resricted
diet, heing permitted no (or few) fresh foods, and being universally
enjoined against caring fresh salmon, Ac the end of the ser period
she was ceremonivusly restored to normal life, wsually by a ritual
bathing. Among some of the groups, the father's dier and activites
were somewhat restricred during his wife’s lying-in, Most of the
northern nations, belioving that twins were mysteriously relaced
to the Salmon Spirics, required parents of twins to camp far from
salmon sereams and to subsist on 2 diet of dried foods for a long rime,
lest the Salmon Spirits be offended. Among these groups a twin,
when grown, was believed o have special power o cause bountiful
runs of salmon,

At the onser of a girl's puberty she was invariably secluded.
Her presence was believed to be offensive ro the spirits of Salmon
and other game; thercfore she was prohibited from approaching the
river and from eating fresh fish or meat. The northwestern Californian
pubescent was restricted to a diet of very thin acorn mush. All the
groups believed that by doing certain types of work, performing
certain magical procedurcs, and, of course, by faithful obedience
to the taboos, the girl would become an industrious woman, would
bear many healthy children, and would live long. By remaining in
seclusion at the proper times, by observing all the rules and so avoid-
ing the offending of salmon and other important fish and game, she
protected the food supply of her family and did not, by her con-
taminating presence, endanger the luck of any fisherman or hunter.
Bathing rituals normally occurred during the period of seclusion or
at its cermination,

When a person died his kin were rorn berween gricf ar the loss
and fear of the ghost. Among the southern divisions, the body was
removed from the house as soon afrer death as possible. Wakes, at
which family dirges were sung, were held by the northern groups,
as far suuth as the Gulf of Georgia. When a chicf died, a wake might
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last several nights. Removal of the body through a hole in the wall
was almost universally practiced, so that the living would not have
to follow the path of the dead as they passed in and out through the
door. The method of disposal of the body varied. The Tlingit,
Tsimshian, and Haisla cremarcd their dead, The body of a shaman,
however, was put in a licde grave-house on a poine overlooking the
sea. The body of a Haida was also placed ina grave-house, A mortu-
ary pole would evenrually be carved and sec up for a Haida chicf,
and his remains cransferred to a niche in the back of the pole, or to
a box placed on top. A Haida who died far from home was cremated,
however, and only the charred bones and ashes were brought home.
Bella Coola traditions indicate that long ago their forefathers used
to practice cremation. In more recent times they, like their Heilesule,
Southern Kwakiuel, and Nootka neighbors, wrapped the dead in
cedarbark mars, then placed them in wooden boxes, which they
lashed high in the branches of a tree, or stowed away in a cave, or,
more recently, buried in the ground. Some of the Gulf of Georgia
Salish followed the same custom; others, thae of their kin of Puger
Sound and western Washington, and of the Chinook groups, who
placed the body in a canoe, usually raised off the ground on a sort
of scaffolding. The northwest Californians interred their dead.
Everywhere the personal possessions of the deceased were buried
with him, burned, or deposited at the grave. In the north a potlatch
was held during which most of the wealth of a dead chief and his
family was given away to the members of the “opposite” moiety or
clan who had done the burying, carved and erected the mortuary or
memorial column, and rebuile the house of the chief's successor. The
morwary potlarch given in honor of a chief was indubitably the
must important affair of this type among Tlingit, Haida, and Tsim-
shian,

Almost everywhere along the coast, both male and female mourn-
ers (the immediate family, had the deceased been a man of lirle con-
sequence; the entire group, had he been a chief) cur their hair short
in sign of mourning. Among some groups women also serarched their
faces to indicate mourning. Usually both the principal mourners and
the pallbearers had to be ceremunially bathed or otherwise puri-
fied to remove the contaminating influence of the dead, or aceually
of the ghost, before they could resume cheir normal lives.
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ART

A:{'r, PARTICULARLY carving in relicf or in the round, was highly
developed on the Northwest Coast. This applies to the region from
the lower Columbia northward; the northwestern Californians and
their neighbors did not participate in this artistic tradition, although
they did decorate some of their small utensils with near, if simple,
geometric patterns. It was among the more northerly nations thar the
famous sculprural art, one of the finest in aboriginal America, came
inte full bloom,

There were two major stylistic divisions of this art, as well as
several minor derived ones. The two principal strains, which were
probably originally related, differed primarily in that one stressed
applied design and formalizarion of represenration, while the other
was more fully sculprural and three-dimensional, combining realism
with an impressionistic suppression of non-essential detail. In the
norch, the Haida, Tsimshian (including all the Tsimshian subdivi-
sions: Coast, Gitksan, and Miska), and, to a slightly lesser degree,
the Tlingit, developed a highly standardized style in which con-
ventionalized forms were used to decorare innumerable objects.
Symmetry and rhythmic repetition were accentuated. The Waka-
shan-speaking groups just to the south developed a simpler but more

truly sculprural and vigorous style, which stressed mass and move-
1]
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ment rather than conventionalization (it must be noted that the
northern carvers, when they wished, could produce restrained,
highly realistie works of grea merit, as, for example, poreraic masks
and helmets [Fig. 851). In relatively late historic times, the north-
kan artists, began to incorporate some of its conceptual principles
into their work, They managed to retain, however, the vigor of their
old style, and the old seulptural quality, so thar their earvings can al-
ways be distinguished.

The Coast Salish imitated the older Kwakiutl and Nootka carv-
ing. Much of their work was a simplification of an already boldly
simplified style, so that it seems crude in comparison with its proto-
type. There were several minor local patterns among the Salish and
Chinool: that appear to reflece minor differences in sources of inspirarion
~that is, whether the group in question had closer cultural contacts
with the Southern Kwakiutl or with the Nootka, and also, the
distance from these sources. As far south as the Columbia River,
traces of Wakashan stylistic influence may be seen, although the
original three-dimensional treatment was crudely reduced ro two
dimensions, and a few purely local rouches were added, perhaps be-
cause of influences from the inrerior,

The origins of the styles are unknown. Most auchorities, how-
ever, agree that their perfection and standardization indicate a lengthy
developmental history. The first European explorers in the area, Cook
and Dixon, saw and collecred objecrs ar Nootka Sound and on the
Queen Charlotte Islands stylistically identical with those made a cen-
tury and more later. There is no evidence of any important modifica-
tion of stylistic parterns during the historic period other than their
gradual dererioration through disuse toward the end of the last cen-
tury and the carly decades of the presenr one. This decline resulred
from loss of interest due to the rapidly accelerared aceulturarion of
the Indians and to their nearly complete missionization, which was ac-
companied by pressure brought to bear by missionaries in favor of
the abandonment of all pagan customs, The impairment of the arc
style was also affeered ro some exeent by the legal prohibition of
cerrain customs, like the potlatch, with which much of the are was
assoctated. At the presene time this great are is virrually extinet.

Such earlier developments as can be reasonably well documented
during the nineteenth century puint to its strengrh and vigor prior



f5. Haida portraie masks. These spechmens awere wnde to represent real
persons, probably in connection awith a performmce imvolving representi-
tigar of the killing and miraculous resuseitation of the person concerned.
The Kuwakitl excelled in the saking of such portrait masks,
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88, Some of the artistically rather poor “tobaceo pipes” carved of slate
by the Haida, and collected by the United States Exploring Expedition
frome Hudsow's Bay Company persennel on the Lower Columbia in 1841,
Courtesy of Smichionian Institution,

to the historical deteriorations just mentioned. For example, some
time quite early in the ninetcenth century, or perhaps in the elosing
years of the cighteench, the Haida began to mine a sofr black slare
that oecurs in one loeality in the Queen Charlotres, and to carve it
into pipes and pipestemns for sale to whites, A number of reasons lead
us 1o believe that this work began under white stimulus, First, the
earliest explorers and fur craders whe visited the Haida do noe
mention any articles of slate. Second, pipes were not known to the
Haida or their neighbors of the north until smoking was introduced
by whites. Finally, the pipes seem to have been made purely for
sale or barter, not for native use, By the time the United Sraces Ex-
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plnring Ex]u:ditinn, under Licutenant Wilkes, US.N., visited the
Oregon Territory in 1841, where they were given quantities of speci-
mens from the Queen Charlote Islands by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany personnel at Fort Vancouver (Fig. 86), the Haida were tum-
ing our considerable numbers of elaborare and ornare—and most
cereainly unsmokable—slate pipes, most of them obviously poor imi-
tations of white seafarers” scrimshaw work. Some of these objecrs
show considerable rechnical skill, bur artistically are pretty sad.
During the next two or three decades, however, the aboriginal art
style, larent in the consciousness of the carvers, began to come tw
the fore, submerging the clumsy copying of alien parrerns. Some of
the “pipes” were still made, bur came ro be decorared with native
motifs {even during the “scrimshaw™ perind, carvers occasionally

r —_— — mama =y
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#=, Tlingit tobscco pipes (of wood with wmetal bowls), of the late nine-
teench century, made afrer popularization of the custom of smoking antong
that people.
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urilized aboriginal chemes, though in a stiff awkward manner |Fig,
871). The Haida artists began to carve models of “rotem poles,”
decorated boxes, and feast dishes, in slare, and by the 188es the
ancient style dominated the slate earving to the point where the
specimens of purely classic type and of considerable artistic merit
were being produced (Fig. 88). In other words, the basic reners of
the style were strong enough to dominate the introduced complex,
in which a new material was first used to copy new forms (pipes and
serimshaw waork) for a new purpose (for sale as curios), suggesting
that the native art was firmly rooted in, and choroughly harmonious
with, the narive culture.

This whole art, both among the three northernmost nations and
the Kwakiuel and Nootka (and the Bella Conola), was aimed at the
depiction of the supernatural beings, in animal, monster, or human
form, who according to lineage or clan traditions had appeared to
SUMe ancestor, or, in some instances, had transformed itself to ho-
man form and become an ancestor, In either case the descendants
of that ancestor, in the proper line, inherited the right to display
symbeols of the supernarural being to demonstrare their noble descent.
Whether painted or carved, the morifs are often referred to as
“grests,” and were much like the heraldic emblazonments of Euro-
pean nobility, Similarly the masks and other appurtenances of the
dancing societics were heredirary lineage properey (although they.
and the riruals they represenced, could be formally bestowed out-
side the family line under cermin conditions, or caprured in war),
Thus the arr style itself, through the objects made according ro its
dicrares, was intimarely linked with the social organization, rank, and
starus, a5 well as the ceremonial patrerns, of the northern groups.

Perusal of the illustrations in this volume showing Tlingis,
Haida, and Tsimshian objeets will make the special features of the
northern ar style clear, and will demonstrate its agsthede value. For
orientation, its najor characteristics are listed below,

t. Whether two-dimensional (painting or low, flar relief) or
three-dimensional (carving in high relief or full round), ir was cs-
sentially an applied are, Thus its forms were typically adapred pri-
marily to the shape of the objecr decorated. This was true even of
the figures carved in high relicf, like those on “totem poles™ and spoon
handles of mountain-goat horn, in which they appear to be con-
tained within the mass of the material. Masks, because of their spe-



88, Slare carving comes of age, Traditional figures, wodel totem poles,
and carved bores, made by Haida artists in the latter balf of the niveteenth
centrry. The second figure from the upper left is a representation of the
farrows “Bear-sother™ tale, a part of the origin tradition of certain im-
portant clans.
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cialized funcrion, formed the only important exception to this rule.

2. Conventionalization of form was earried to an extreme de-
gree, However, this did not rake place in a random manner, in one
way in one specimen and differently in anocher, bur according to
certain principles. The first of these resulted from adapration to the
object decorared, 1s just mentioned, The second was based on what
amounted o a passion for symmetry and balanced design. This may
be observed most clearly in two-dimensional design, where, for
balanee, the figure was treated as though it had been split length-
wise and spread out flar, as it were, on the level surfaces, or wrapped
around the sides of the whole ebject (Fig. Bg). There were many
ways of accomplishing this. One was by “splicring” the figure into
two separate halves, each half then being shown in profile, head ro head,
tail to tail, or back to back. Another slightly more complex mode of
represencation was to “splic” the subject from the neck back, show-
ing the head and face in front view, with the two halves of the body
spread out on either side. Third, the artists emphasized certain arcas
in which they were interested, such as the head and face, and some-
times the paws or tail, and minimized or suppressed other parts. This
trend was related o the fourth factor in conventionalization: the
exaggeration and standardization of certain derils for identification
of the being represented. As already remarked, the objective of the
art was to depict definite symbols, the property of the clans and
lineages. To render these symbols recognizable, certain distinctive
feamres were selected, and consistently used. The following list
enumerares a few of these cypical keys ro identificarion:

Bear: Short snout, large teeth, protruding tongue, large paws and
claws

Wolf: Loag sneut, large tecth

Beaver: Prominent incisors, holding stick in forepaws (forepaws
sommetimes raised to this position without stick), wide, flat, scaly
(cross-hacched ) tail

Killer whale: Large mouth with prominent teeth, long “dorsal fin,”
whale flukes

Raven: Wings (usually), long strajght beak

Eagle: Wings (usually), heavy dewn-curved beak

Sculpin: Two short dorsal fins, spines around mouth

It should be added thar occasionally, when realism was required, the
artists discarded their conventionalizations and produced porerair
masks and helmets of amazing fdeliry.



§9. Northern designs, showing smethods of two-dimensional applications
of three-dimensional design concepts. Note varfons aways in avhich the
figreres are portrayed as though ehey bad been split and spread out. All
thete bappen to be Haida, I Tlingit and Tsimshian artises sised this
techmigue. a, Beaver design fromr basketry bat; I, sea-monster painting on
a sereen; ¢, painting representing a bear; d, carving (seen from above) on
qwooden bat representing a sculping ¢, tattoo design representing a being
called “aeasgo,” aobich combined characteristics of the whale and the welf.
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3. There was a strong tendency to fill all vacane arcas, showing a
sart of horror of blank spaces. For this reason, for one thing, when
4 series of figures are carved, a5 on a “totem pole” or a spoon handle,
they are interlocked, with no intervening spaces. The “eye element,”
a rectangle with rounded corners, containing a lenticular form sur-
rounding a circular one (the iris of the eye), was ofren used simul-
tancously a5 filler and to indicate arm and leg joints. Another com-
mon technique for avoiding blank space, especially in two-dimen-
sional design, consisted in filling in the body area of the figure with
a sort of schemaric anatomical view. Oceasionally chis had a pur-
pose, a5 in cases in which the being had eaten someone or something
in the legendary episode in which he appeared. Even where such
“X-ray” vicws or anatomical sections had no bearing on the myth,
however, the device was frequently used.

4 Movement in che artistic sense—that assists in carrying the
viewer's eye from one part of the composition to another—was
achieved in several ways. The interlocking of a series of fgures,
mentioned above, conrributed to thar effeet, particularly when the
large prineipal figures were aleernared with smaller ones in a rhyth-
mic sequence. This deviee was used frequently, though not ex-
clusively, by Tsimshian totem-pole carvers. Painted lines typically
vary in width, being thicker at the centers and tapering toward the
ends. (In self-cnclosing elements, like the “eye” design unit, the
upper and lower margins usually taper toward the sides.) Move-
ment as well as sccentuation was frequently given to carvings by
flowing painted lines,

Two-dimensional  design—either painting in red and black,
other than that used for accent and embellishment of high relief
carving, or incised or very low relief carving—was applied to a
grear variety of objects: storage boxes, “sercees” or chiefs' backrests,
cradles, globular wooden ratdes, eance hulls and paddle blades, house
fronts, the highly valued shield-like “coppers,” “oil cups” of wood or
mountain-sheep horn, shamans' charms and “soul carchers™ of bone,
horn, or ivory, and as well to buckskin, elkskin, or caribou-skin
robes, In the field of texdles rwined-woven spruce-root hats were
painted with crest decorations, and a few plain woven Chilkar
blankets have been collected that have designs painted on them. Ir
is not known whether this was an older pracrice than weaving de-
signs in panels; it may have been, and persisted into historic times,
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An early historic reference to robes “with designs in blue, yellow,
black, and white” can refer only to the usual type of Chilkar
blankets that we know from historie times. Incidentally, the rypical
Chilleat blanket and “dance shires” with patterns woven in, and
the older dance aprons and leggings, are the only objects we know
that were regularly made by women in the classic northern art
style. It is not that there was a specific taboo involved, but the
motifs did not ordinarily lend themselves o the geometricity of
baskeery decoration. Henee, women did not learn the working prin-
ciples of the art as did the men interested in painting and carving.
{It should be noted that only eerain men—not all—learnsd the
principles of the art style and applied them to painting and carving.}
There are a very few—and they are few indeed—Tlhingit and Haida
baskers that bear woven crest designs rather than the usual geo-
metric patterns. As a magter of fact, in the manufacture of Chilkar
blanlets, male artists made pattern boards thae the women weavers,
technicians but not artists, carefully and methodically followed. The
only other woven representative designs made by women in the area
were the whaling scencs, schematic bur with a certain verve, im-
bricated on the spruce-root hats of the Nootka, These, like the male-
made Nootkan are products, vary from the northern patrern in cheir
angularity, detail-less marifs, and Extensive open areas,

Carving was donc in high relief or the full round, in the classic
tradition, in diverse materials and applied to a variety of objects.
Most authorities are agrecd, however, that this type of work was
originally developed around a complex of woodworking, and then
secondarily extended to horn, bone, ivory (traded from some Fskimuo
source), and even an occasional picce of stone, The handles of moun-
tain-goat horn spoons, many feast dishes in their entirety, sealing and
halibut clubs, figures mounted on canoe prows, “rotem poles,” the
shanks of halibut hooks, speakers staffs, and a host of other ard-
facts, were executed in high relicf,

The Wakashan version of this arr, a5 was remarked before,
differed in a number of ways from that of the northernmose nations.
Basically, it was more frankly sculprural, and less an applied are.
Whereas even in full-round carving the work of the northerners
gives the impression of being conrained within the original volume
of the log, horn, or bone on which the carving was done, Kwakiur]
and Nootka artists did away with the confines of their material,



oo, Old Semthern Kawabintl senlpture: a, b, figures vepresenting Chief
Spealer, wed in potlateh; ¢, figure representing caricature of Speaker;
d, @ grave wonmient; e, represents o chiefl’s artendmnt killing sleves and
breaking coppers; f, represents a cotter of blankets belding a copper;
& part of a howuse beaw used as a grease trough,

[T



gt. Old=style Noothan bouse post. Frem W, A, Newcombe Collection.
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9. Mentorial to a fomous recent Nootka ehief, erected at Friendly Couve,
on Noothe Sownd, about tpoo. The pyromidal fromework wwas origimally
covered with canvas, and represented the smetw-capped peak on which the
Thumderbird traditfonally dwelt.

cutting it away into new planes, and expanding beyond it by adding
appendages—for example, the outstresched wings of a Thunderbird,
or the prominent “dorsal fin” of the killer whale (occasionally north-
ern artists added pieces to carvings, especially long beaks of certain
birds carved on “rotem poles” bur this was not characteristic of
their work), The Wakashan carving was less often applied to ob-
jects of wrilitarian use, and hence was freer of the restraines of an
applied arc, The themes depicted were much less rigidly convention-
alized; instead, there was a stress on realism of significant areas. At
the same time large open areas were tolerated, and minor derails were
suppressed, so that the sweeping lines lead directly to the key areas
and the eye is not distracred by secondary space-filling morifs. All
these features of the Wakashan style combine to give great strength
and force. Its impressionistic simplicity gives it a certain “primitive”



p¢- Tuwo Nootkan measks, represensing spirits of a minor ceremonial,
17§
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g7, Three Nootka beaddress-masks, represemting supernatural welves
and the serpent-like spirit of lightning.

cast, bur also boldness and vigor (Figs. go—g6). Ir is interesting to
note thar where Tlingit are differed from that of che neighboring
Haida and Tsimshian, it was in the same dircetion, toward a simpli-
fied realism. Some Tlingit work is very similar to Wakashan art
in treatment and forcefulness (Fig. go). [t may be thar such carving
is closer to the original style from which Haida and Tsimshian (and
some Tlingir) art was evolved.



o, Recenr Soushern Kavakinnl
carving, showig fusion of
Wakashan style and Northern
mfiueinces. The upper figure i
the Thunderbird, an mnpor-
tant erest mnong Kaalkied and
Nootkmr ranbing fonilies; the
lemper fignre is the Tronokaa,
a legendary ogress, The cary-
g, @ wmemorial post inoa
cemetery, is about 17 feet tall,

97. (Below) Recemt Noothan
hotse posts, showing adapra-
tion uf Northern infitences in
carving., Artistically, in their
coberence and stbtle restraine,
there carvings are superior to
Neorehern work, Photograplhs
Iy C. F. Newecombe, at Cliyo-
quot, British Coltenlia, tgoz;
W, A, Newweombe Collection.

an
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Archaeological marerials, chiefly from the lower Fraser, reveal
an old art style thar concrasts markedly with the classic northern
pattern, Yet these ancient objects fit the artistic tradicions which the
historic Coast Salish derived from their Kwakiutl and Nootka neigh-
bors (Figs. 1oo-10z). This archacological material thus fits the hy-
pothesis just suggested: that the Wakashan style, and its Salish deriva-
tives, may have been the old form. Gradually the ancestors of the
historic Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian maodified thar basic pattern
into the subte, more symmetrical, and also more static and more
rigidly standardized style that was in use ar the dme of early historic
conraces and was continued with no cssential change il the clos-
ing decades of the ninereenth century.

“Totem poles” No discusion of classic Northwest Coast art
can be complere without a mention of the famous “rotem poles.” The
term is quoted beeause it is something of a misnomer. Strictly speak-
ing, a rorem among primitive peoples the world over is a creature
or objeer asociared with one’s ancestral traditions, towaerd which
one it taughe to feel respect and reveremce—true toremism nvolves
2 basic arritude of religious awe. The Australian aborigines, like many
other toternic peoples, do nor kil cheir totem animals for food, even
in times of hardship. Other groups have rituals to propitiate their

g8, Two Bells Cools smasks. These peaple bad a manber of wasks of this
type, with a sort of coralls around the cenral face. In addition they wsed
mmrerotis watks of Kawakinel vy pe, which they bad acquired from their
Kazakiutl weighlors.,



pp. Tlingit shamanistic figurines, awbich perbaps represented intended
victims of black magic, This type of simplified but vigorouns art is probably
a boldover of a very old Nortbwest Coast art style, preserved by Nootka
and Kavakiuel and imitated in a crude way by the Const Salish,

totemic species. Mot 50 the Northwest Coast Indians. There a per-
son with an Eagle, Raven, Bear, or other erest had no particular regard
for creatures of that species. It was not the biologic species in general
thar was of importance in his clan or lineage tradivion, but a single
specific supernatural being who had used the form of an eagle, raven,
or bear. The Indian had no compunctions whatsoever about killing



roo, Coast Salish
“ppuaibuwal wash, This
muask represents one of a
special group of smifper-
nntnral beings commected
awith bird-spirits (note the
form of ears and nose)
developed on the Lower
Froser River md elaborated
in the Straits of Georgia
region.

contemporary represencatives of these species. In discussing pride
one’s ancestry, we have already drawn the comparison berween the
erses and European heraldic quarterings. From the point of view
of use, the crests can be compared to a cattle brand that the modern
Western cowman burns not only on his animals to establish legal
ownership, but on the gatepost of the corral, on the wings of his
chaps, on the doorjamb of his house, and all sorts of places, because
it is his brand and he likes ir. Similarly, the northern nations along
the coast took pride in cheir crests and sought to display them as
often and in as many ways as possible,

Several varietics of torem poles (we may dispense with the
quates now and use the ]u}]mlur term) with varying functions were
ser up. The first was the memorial pole, erecred by a deceased chief’s
heir as part of the process of assuming his predecessor’s title and pre-
rogatives. Such poles were erceted along the beach in frone of the
village. Among the Southern Tlingit and the various Tsimshian
divisions this was the principal kind in use in historic times. Another

eho
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type, the mortuary pole, was ser up alongside the grave of the de-
ceased chief. Sometimes iv actually consticured the grave, since the
box containing the remains might be placed in a niche in the back
of the pole, or was supported on top of it. The house-portal poles
were a third type. They were buile onto the front of the house and
rose high above ir, with a large opening, forming the doorway, at
or near the base, Carved structural members of the houses, posts,
and sometimes the beams, form another category. Finally, sume poles
symbolized some special privilege. Among the Southern Kwakiutl

ror, Spirit canoe figure
(front and back), lower
Prget Sound. The crudity
of treatment i probafly
due in part to ity having
Becu wade in a period of
decline of the mative
cultire wnder wwhire
mrrpace; however the art of
the Salish avas at best a
simplified wrargival copy of
Nootba-Kawakiutl art.
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102, Salish stome mortar carved in form of a
Dtrman head; the bowl is in the top of the bead.
The original is in the Provincial Musetan, Vie-
torin, British Colwmbia,

and Nootks, the tall slender poles surmounted by a bird-like figure
marked the house of the Beach-Owner—the chief who had inherited
the prerogative of being the first to invite important visicors to the
village to a feast. Some authorities have disagreed as to which of these
types are and which are not ro be considered totem poles. The only
reasonable solucion is thar all are, since they all consist of symbals
which belonged to a particular lineage or family and referred to
events in the lineage cradition giving the right to display such a sym-
bol, and which could be displayed by the head of thar lineage. Of
course the crests used on either & memorial or mortuary pole were
part of the lineage property, which both the deceased chief and his
successor (who had the pole carved and set up) were entitled to use.
The only variation to this consistent lineage-right pattern was a
specialized type of Haida pole associated with house building that
sumetimes included erests of both husband’s and wife's lineages (Figs,
103, 104).

It was stared above that the crests displayed on rorem poles and
elsewhere represenced encounters by clan or lineage ancestors with
supernarural beings. In its broadest rerms, the phrasing should have
been that the crests represented important events in the family his-
tory, for the Indians believed the legendary encounters with spirits
and monsters to have been actwal historical events. By accepring the
native viewpoint, we can account for two specialized types of carv-
ings, used chiefly by Southern Tlingic and Kaigani Haida. In one



" ' |
M— AN ..I te, .,
103, Seme poles and houses at the Haids village of Skidegare (taken by the
noted British Coltmbia photograpber Maynard abonr 1885).
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tog. Haida “totew™ and mortiary poles on Anthony Island, southern end
of the Queen Charlotte Lslands,

of these, figures of white men and European sailing vessels were
carved. On one famous pole in the Alaskan Haida village of Old
Kasaan, several personages who obviously represent nineteenth-
century Russian priests are to be seen. The significance of these
figures is thar Chief Skowl, for whom the pole was carved and set
up, was inordinarcly proud of the fact that he had successfully re-
sismed the atempts of the Russian priests to convert him and his
people to their faith. This he regarded as an important phase of his
life, and so the figures of the priests were carved to symbolize it, In
addition, according to the Indian concepr, by thus publicly referring
to the “defear” of the foreign priests by the chief, they were ridi-
culed. This brings out another use of the torem pole: to refer to
success over a rival, and in this way to humiliate him. When, afrer
an aleercarion, a chief managed to humiliare another publicly, that
event was important enough ro be recorded either contemporane-
ously or on the victor's memorial pole. Under these circumstances
the successful chicf and his lineage had to be cerrain enough of their
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own strength to have no fear of desperare arrempts ar revenge by the
chief and lincage whose disgrace was thus advertised.

The few old poles still standing in their original positions give
an impression of great age, with their surfaces weathered to a silvery
gray, and birs of moss growing here and there in cracks and crevices,
It therefore comes as a surprise to many people to discover thar
few of the individual poles are even a hundred years old. Afrer all,
the wet climare must destroy even the durable red cedar, or ar least
the base of a pole set in soggy ground, in less than a ecentury. In
reaction ro this really not very surprising discovery, a few persons
have interpreced this to mean chat the custom of carving and setring
up torem poles was of recent origin, a conclusion completely in-
compatible with the facrs. First of all, the carliest European explor-
ers to visit the permanent {winter) villages saw various kinds of poles.
Meares (1788) and Boir (17¢p) describe elaborately carved porral
poles at the Nootka village of Clayoquot. Among other early voy-
agers, Marchand (1791} describes both portal and morroary poles
ar the Haida village of Kiusta, In 1793 the Malaspina Expedition ob-
served a tremendous Bear mortuary post set up at a chief’s grave ar
Lituya Bay in Huna Tlingit terricory. The second point of impor-
tance is that the most common functions of the totem pole—aside
from such specialized variants as the Haida combinations of husband's
and wife's crests (not well understood by ethnologists) and the
Southern Kwakiutl-Nootka Beach-Owner posts—are relared o mor-
tuary rires and/or memorials ro the dead. It has been demon-
strated that the northern Northwest Coast is only part of a larger
area of distributon in which some kind of pole or post, painted,
plain, or with artached ornaments, was erecred ar or near a grave in
memeory of and in honor of the dead. This practice prevailed over a
wide area in northeastern Siberia, among the Western Eskimo in
Alaska, and southward through cthe interior of northwest North
America at least as far south as the Columbia Basin, where we have
archaeological records of cedar posts ser up at the head of prehistoric
graves, On the coast this widespread ancient eustom was elaborared
until, long before first European contacrs, the wrem-pole complex
was evolved.
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SUBAREAS AND CULTURAL
RELATIONSHIPS

T:-rr. FOREGOING pages have summarized, in a very condensed fashion,
the salient features of the culrure area that fringed the Pacific Coast
of Morth America from Yakueat Bay co Trinidad Bay, The aim thus
far has been to point out the principal patrerns thar distinguished the
areal civilization and combined to ser it off a5 an entity distiner from
other aboriginal American culwres. We have discussed most of the
outstanding patterns: emphasis on woodworking; rectangular plank
houses; specialized varieties of dugout cances and emphasis on water
transportation; untailored (wrap-around or slipover) garments prin-
cipally of plant fiber; barefootedness; an economy built around fish-
ing, with an elaborare series of types of fish traps, angling devices,
and harpoons; sea-mammal hunting, imporeant both as food source
and for prestige; relatively slight use of vegetal foods; lineage-local
group basic sociological unir; rank-wealth correlation defining status,
and emphasis on individual status in social affairs; slavery; elabora-
tion of ceremonialism (porlatch, dancing societies, wealth displays);
and First Salmon and relared rypes of ceremonies deriving from be-
lief in immortality of game, Ar the same time, our hasty survey has
touched on local variations of these primary patterns and specialized
lueal developments. Ir will be worthwhile to review these traits and

complexes of limited distrilution, to define the subareas, or provinces,
(1]
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within the Northwest Coast area, to derermine the inferences to be
gleaned from indications of relationships between these subdivisions
and berween them and the neighboring culrure arcas,

Beginning in the north, it is fairly clear that the Tlingir, Haida,
the Tsimshian formed a sub-unit, ar province, of areal culture, in
which the northern divisions of the Kwakiutl, particularly the Haisla,
participated in a marginal fashion—that is, these latter peaples shared
some, bur noe all, of the distinetive traits. Some of the chief fearures
of this Northern Province were:

*Joined"” house construction (plates slotted to receive planking)

Rod-and-slat armor (rod armor in northwest California also)

Porcupine-quill embroidery (infrequent)

“Elbow" adee

One-picee barbed harpoon points

Hafted stone mauls {also Heiltsuk and Belln Coola)

V-shaped halibur hook

Weoman's labret (also Haisla and Heilesuk)

Man's breechelout

Leggings (ceremonial)

Blankers in rwilled twining (if true that Tsimshian formerly wove
articles of “Chilkar blanket” technique)

Tobaceo chewing with lime

Matrilincal social organization with crests (alse Haisla; Bella Bella in
imperfect form)

Crest displays principal eeremonial

Cremation (Haida only rarely)

Highly stylized representative art (also Haisla and Heilouk)

Several of these traits immediacely suggest Fskimo-Aleut paral-
lels: the elbow adze, the hafted stone maul, one-piece barbed har-
poon heads (non-toggling), labrets (although the form varied), and
rod-and-slat armor. When we add to rhis list a few sporadic but
specific items such as Aleur-style atlarls (with unmistakable Tlingit
carved decoration} collected ar Cross Sound by the explorer Van-
couver, the umiak seen by La Pérouse at Liuya Bay, and the occur-
rence of sinew-backed and compound bows ameng the Tlingir, the
existence of Eskimo-Alear influence cannot be overlooked. It is of
no great consequence whether the marerial objecrs were caprured
in Tlingit raids or acquired through trade. There has been a tendency
on the part of some students to arrribure all Northwese Coast-Eskimo
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(and Aleut) parallels as representing culrural borrowings by the lat-
ter groups, but it ;¢ more reasonable to assume that the interchange
flowed in both direccions.

Another line of influence in the Northern Provinee is indicated
by such items as the man’s breechelout, leggings, the occasional use
of porcapine-quill embroidery, sinew-backed bows, bows with string
guard, and cremation, all of which point to the Athapascans of the
intcrior as their source, We know thar certain Tlingic and Tsimshian
groups—the Chilkar, the Stikine, and the Niska particularly—carried
on considerable trade with the interior people, and were in a position
to acquire not only furs and placer copper, but manufactured objects
and techniques as well. Although it is often assumed that the matri-
lineal organization of the Athapascans of che interior {Ten'a, Tanaina,
Atna, Loucheus, Tsetsaut, Tahlan, Western Nahane, Babine, Chil-
corin, Carrier), and of the Eyak, mpmcnted coastal influence, the
opposite may be true.

Southward, the next province to set itself apart is that of the
Wakashan-speaking (Kwakiurl and Noatka) groups. The isolated
norchernmose Salish, the Bella Coola, belong with this subarea cul-
turally, at least on the basis of dara from the early historic and
ethnographic horizons, although they retained a few traits reminis-
cent of the parterns of their southern kinsmen. Some of the unique
traits and complexes of this culrural subdivision are:

“[¥" adze {adjacent Coast Salish also)

Curved halibur hook (adjacent Coast Salish also)

End-thrown sealing harpoons with finger rests or finger holes

Sealskin floats for sea-mammal hunting

Harpoan rest on canos

Whaling with lines and floats (Nootka only)

Rirual use of human corpses and skeletons

Lineage-local group organization with bilateral bins

Daneing socicties (borrowed in Northern Province, and correlated
with crests; borrowed by Salish to sume extent)

Movable masks, puppets and similar mechanical devices in rirual

Despite the geographical distance separating the two regions,
this list includes a lengthier series of features reminiscent of Eskimo-
Aleur eulrure than the preceding. As Boas pointed out long ago, the
end-thrown sealing harpoon with finger rests or finger holes is very
probably a form related to the use of the atlatl. The use of sealskin
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floats, the harpoon rest, the whole Nootkan whaling complex, the
ritual use of human remains, and the use of mechanically operared
masks and puppers and the like are all Eskimo-Aleur traits, and some
of them, like whaling, are demonstrably old in Eskimo euloure, ag-
cording to archacological evidence. We may note, too, that for the
mast part these traits are of a different order from the Eskimo-Aleut
clements of the Northern Province, Anyone might find a hafred
stone maul, or an umiak, ar an abandoned or massacred Eskimo eamp,
and, impressed by the object’s obvious pracricality, take it home to
use and eventwally even copy it. However, the complicated tech-
niques and ritals of the whaling complex are obviously of a differ-
ent order. They could only be learned and adopeed afrer a long
perivd of intimate contacr. This is even more understandable when
one congiders that the whaling rimals were jealously guarded secrets
among both the Nootka and the Eskimo. Another poine of intercst,
although its significance is not enrirely clear, is thar the Nootka ac-
tually pracriced rwo different kinds of whaling: one, actual whale
huneing with harpoons and floars, idencical in rechnique to that of
the Eskimao of Hen'ng Seag and parts of the Arcric coasts, and second, a
ritnal procedure corresponding closely to thar associated with the
lance hunting of Aleut. The absence of the whaling complex among
most of the Kwakiurl (except for certain groups in Quarsino Sound)
can only be atrributed to its abandonment, becauvse it is inconceivable
that these people, so closely related culeurally and linguistically to
the Nootka, should not have pracriced chis are ar one time. Further-
maore, it is precisely the Kwakiutl who have retained the Eskimo-type
harpoon rest on their hunting canoes. They also used sealskin and
seal-bladder floats when harpooning smaller sea mammals. Human
remains played a pare in magical rivuals as well as in certain of their
dancing society performances. In brief, then, we have a very definite
ndication thar the Nootka, and undoubredly their Kwakiudl rela-
tives also, were ar one time in close contacr with people who partici-
pated in 3 considerable number of Lskimo and Aleut activities. The
absence of these particular Eskimoid complexces among the Tlingir,
Haida, and Tsimshian suggests that these lasc-named three nations
may have intruded on and disrupred a former very active route of
communication and cultural influence. It is also inreresting ro note
that there are no culrural features distincrive of the Wakashan prov-
inee that suggests influences from the adjacent interior, with the un-
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important exception of coiled baskerry. We know that the larter
was introduced among some Nootka groups within historical tmes
as  resule of contact with Salish in the Fraser River canneries and
the Puget Sound hop fields,

A number of complexes shared by the northern and the Waka-
shan provinces are not found elsewhere in the area, These include the
following:

Sporadic use of pile dwellings

Canoe type (except Nootka)

Suspended-warp loom (adjacent Salish also}

Twined robe of vegetal fibers with three straight sides and curved

lower edge

Urine used as detergent

Extreme rigidity of social ranking

Kerfed, bent, and sewn (or pegged) wooden boxes

Pre-European use of iron (in small quantities)

The significance of the foregoing complexes varies, Construction
of pile dwellings, for example, may reflect both superior engineering
skill and the fact that in the rugged tecrain of the northern coasts,
extensive areas suirable for habiration were scarce. The type of loom
and the form of robe woven on it apparently represented the basic
pattern from which the highly specialized Chilkat blanker was de-
veloped. A number of Salish neighbors of the Kwakiutl and Nootka
are reported to have made the kerfed and bent boxes. In all proba-
hility, however, most of the boxes of this type that they possessed—
like most of their Nootka-style canoes—were articles received in
trade. The use of urine as a detergent, especially in view of its cere-
manial associations, is unquestionably relared to Eskimo-Aleut prac-
tices. The pre-Europtan use of iron points in the same direction, al-
though rather than representing diffusion of a cultural concept, ir
indicates erade connections with Asia through Eskimo and Aleut.
Iran, in small quantitics, used for cutting tools firse appears in Eskimo
cultare in the horizon designated “Punuk,” after the St. Lawrence
Island site where it was first idenrified, dated at abour 1000 A, The
iron rools that the first European explorers like Caprain Cook ob-
served on the Northwest Coasr, and the obwvious familiarity with the
material that led to its demand by the narives in exchange for their
furs, mean that the trade connections continued up to the historie
period. The significance of established trade channels is thar such
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contacts between peoples facilitate transmission of culrure traits along
with or in addition to the material objects bartered.

Adjoining the Wakashan provinee on the east and south, we find
that the Coast Salish, the Chinook, and the small enclaves of miscel-
laneous linguistic affiliation such as the Quileute-Chemakum, prob-
ably the Klatskanie, and the small eribelets of the central Oregon coast,
formed a subdivision by virtue of sharing a series of distinctive maodi-
fications of general Northwest Coast pattern. Not all of the pro-
vincially distinerive eraits were shared by all of the groups, bue there
is a sufficiently high degree of corrclation to link them all together.
The Salish-Chinook province is distinguished by the following:

Mat-lodge temporary dwellings

Coiled hasketry (recent among some Mootka)

Waoman's basleetry cap (truncared conical form)

Dog-wool blankets and the double-bar loom (Gulf of Georgia and
Seraits of Juan de Fueca only)

Closely twined wool blankets (“nobility blankets™)

Chinook-type head deformation

Loosely defined system of social rank

Spirit-canoe ceremony

Guardian spirit singing

Abbreviated version of Mootka dancing society, with dog-cating

Small steam sweatlodge

Most of the items in the foregoing list are obviously interior
traits and complexes., The fact that there are so many may reasonably
be interpreted to indicare thar the Coast Salish and perhaps the Chi-
nook remined a grear deal of cheir ancient cultural heritage afeer
they entered the coastal region. The mat lodge that they used as a
tempaorary sheleer ar fishing camps and the like, was, of course, one
of the very common house types east of the Cascades. Steam sweat-
ing has an exrensive inland distribution. Coiled baskerry, again, was
widespread in the Plarean region, and extended through the Great
Basin into central California. The type of woman's basketry cap had
a widespread distribution in the Plarcau. Even though the dog-hair
blanker and the double-bar loom on which it was woven had a limired
distribution in the province, it appears to be a significant feature, be-
cause the blanker itself was woven in the same checkerwork tech-
nique as the rabbitskin robe so common throughour the Plareau and
the Grear Basin. It is even possible, as was suggested in an interesting
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paper published some years ago, that this Salish weaving complex
may ulimarely be derived via the Plains and Southwest from a
Mesoamerican center of origin, presumably with the rabbitskin robe
as the conneeting link.

Bath the loosely organized social strocture that eonforms only
superficially to the basic Northwest Coast partern of graded social
starus and the comparatively simple and unelaborare ceremonial pat-
terns, are reminiscent of Platean and Great Basin cultures, Here, of
course, appraisals must be made on the basis of degree rather than
presence or absence of specifie concrete elements, but nonetheless, it
seems quite clear thar insofar as Salish-Chinook society and ritualism
vary from coastal standards of rigidicy and elaboration, they resem-
ble parrerns more at home east of the Cascades. Incidentally, it is
worth noting that the heritage, or borrowing, of interior features in
almeost every instance indicates linkages with the Interior Salish and
Sahaptin groups, and in this respeet differs from the suggestions of
interior influence on the three northernmost nations whose cultural
ties appear o be with the Northern Achapasean divisions.

There are very few traits and complexes peculiar to this colwure
provinee and that of the Wakashan-speaking peoples aside from those
attriburable to distriburion of marterial objects through trade, such as
canoes and wooden boxes made by Nootka and Kwakiud, and
Nootkan hats, and a few complexes like Nootkan whaling with all irs
ritual sccompaniments and certain ceremonial patterns. The prinei-
pal inrer-provinee parallel is one connected with house construction,
in which the framework of the house was structurally separare from
the horizontal removable planking of the walls. Ir appears to have
been only the Coast Salish and Chemakum-Quileute in their areal sub-
divisions who used this type of structure. The Chinook and che
central Oregon coast groups apparencly did not.

The potlatch is the principal complex shared by all three prov-
inces just described, but lacking in the remainder of the arca,

MNorthwestern California, thar is to say, the focus of culture
along the lower Klamath, wgether with the culturally marginal
Athapascan groups of southwest Oregon and the adjoining northwest
eorner of California, formed the fourth distincive subdivision of
Northwest Coast culture. While we have seen thar basically North-
west Coast patterns underlic the civilization of the lower Klamath,
the developments there were in many respects the most aberrant
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of the entire area. Some specific traits patently reflect central Cali-
fornia influences. Others are more difficult to identify as to source.
We may list the ourstanding distinetive fearures:

Men's house—sweathouse complex with dircer fire sweating

Wooden pillow and stool

Plank dwelling with three-pitch roof and central pit

Specinlized canoe type

Woman's basketry cap

Straight adze

Grinding and leaching of acorns

Featherwork decoration (woodpecker sealps, ete.)

Wealth-display ceremonials and World Rencwal rires

The first ewo items mentioned as regional peculiarities have a
most remarkable discriburion, the significance of which cannot be in-
terpreted ar present. The entire complex associated with the construe-
tion of a large sweathouse, direet fire sweating, draft-exic runnel, and
use as 2 men's house is strongly reminiscent of the Western Eskimo
kashim, The complex likewise has a number of similarities to the
Southwestern kive. It is impossible to deermine as yer whether or
not these three institutions actually have any genetic relarionship.

The second item—the use of wooden pillows and stools—is again
reminiscent of Eskimo culture, although the specific forms are not
identical. If more regional elements had an identical distribution, we
might be justified in regarding them as representing tag ends, as it
were, of influence from the north. The canoe type characteristic of
this province scems to be the local elaboradon of the so-called
“shovelnose canoe,” widely, if sporadically, distribured over the
coastal area wherever river travel was frequent. The type of woman's
basketry cap, the entire acorn complex and its economic importance,
featherwork decoration, tobaceo smoking in the tubular pipe were
all widespread in aboriginal eentral California.

Our hurried analysis of regional specializations within the North-
west Coast area has emphasized che fact chat four fairly clearly de-
fined provinces existed—three of these, it appears, reveal culeural re-
lationships of at least moderare strength with the non-coaseal eultures
of the adjacent regions. The Northern Province also shows traces
of superficial influence from southwestern Alaska. Ar first glance
this situation is not parvicularly noteworthy; after all, it is what one
normally expects vo find. People acquire new traits and complexes



194 INDIAMS OF THE HORTHWEST COAST

from groups with whom they have the most contact. The principal
significance arises in the first place from the fact thar the Wakashan
subarea has been demonstrated to have few or no traces of direct in-
terior influence, and second, it includes a series of fearures thar very
strongly suggest close cultural linkages to Eskimo-Aleut, from whom
the groups in this area are now separated by several hundreds of miles
and a2 number of alien nations. The most logical inference to be
drawn from this siruarion is thar the earliest inhabitants of the north-
ern coasts—the people with whom the ancestors of the modern
Kwakiuel and Nootka came into contact (or who may have been che
ancestors of the Kwakiutl and Nootka)—possessed a cultare, if not
specifically Eskimo, at least Eskimoid in its essential features. Theirs
must have been the southernmost extension of the highly specialized
and ancient circumpolar tradition. That is, the ancestral culrure of
the Northwest Coast, whether it was specifically “Eskimo” with all
the cultural and ethnic connotations of the term, or, as may have
been the case, was a slightly watered-down derived VErsion, none-
theless was based on the essential pateerns of ancient Western Eskimo
eivilization: it was a culture oriented toward the sea, with an empha-
sis on navigation and the hunting of sea mammals, and a tradition of
near crafismanship in working wood and bone, The recent discov-
erits of an archacologically early pateern in the lower Fraser region
that is distinguished from the successive lacer levels precisely by pos-
session of arricles definitely Eskimo in type, such as one-piece rog-
gling harpoon heads, bone foreshafts, an abundance of ground slare
implements, as well as definitely Eskimo-type labrets, seems to cor-
roborate this hypothesis. If the Eskimoid type of the original North-
west Coast culture is eventually proved, it will go a long way toward
explaining the uniqueness of the Northwest Coast in relation to abo-
riginal cultures of ethnographic times in western Norch America,
An older interprerarion of MNorthwest Coast culture as essentially
an exeension of that of northeast Asia, contacts with which were dis-
rupted by “the intrusion of the Eskimo into western Alaska™ no
longer can be sustained. Investigations of recent years in Eskimo
and Aleur archaeology demonstrate thar those people have occupied
the shores of Bering Srrair, southwest Alaska, and the Aleurian Is-
lands continueusly since before che birth of Christ. The Asiate in-
flucnces that reached the Norchwest Coast must have been trans-
mitted by Eskimo and Aleur, or else formed a parc of the ancestral
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sea-huneing cilture. In fine, all the light of modern evidence fits the
hypothesis that the source of the Norchwest Coast civilizacion, as we
know it from modern ethnography, was a derivation of that of the
ancient Eskimo. Those old parterns were modified and adapred to
the richer and milder environment in the course of time, and further
modified, and eventually enriched and elaborated to new heighes by
the ancestors of the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian, and Salishan-

speaking peoples as well, who worked their way down to the coast
from the interior,
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Blades, 42-43, 450 580 52, 54
Blankesmmaking, 74-87
Boas, Franz, 17, 19, 188
Bone, we of, 51
Bottom-fishing, 27, 30
Bowls, g3-g4
Bows and arrows, 17, gi-ge
Boxmaking, ép-7o, 165, 67, 100
Breccheloth, 73, 187, 188
Bride price, ry3=13g
Burial of dead, w6
Button blanker, 85

Camas, 4o
Cannibal Spiric dance, 140, 1ge-153
Canue navigation, 14, 15, 43, 186
Cannes, dugour, 43, f5-f7. 184
manufacture of, y4-46, G3-67
sailnaking for, g7, &y
sea-humting, 31, &4
shovelnose, 44, 66, 193
whaling. 34-37
Capes, cedarbark, 46, 74
Caps, asketry, 73-75, o, 11
Carving, 7. &3, 70, =185
Casre sysrem, 118
Cedar wouod, use of, 48
Cedarbark, iﬂq‘llﬂirloe nf. +ﬁ-‘,?
preparation of, 47-48
use of, in basket weaving, 4645, g7=100
in marmaking, 4849, g5-57
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Cedarbark, use of, in robe making, &,
7487
in sailmaking, 47 by
Ceremonials, 148157
Canpibal Spirie Dance, 149, 151-152
cresss wsed in, sogeren, 10§, 106, 10g-
133, 124, 130, 131, thy, B8
Nutlam, 154-285
The-Ones-Returned-from-Heaven,
154-155
parlarch, p23-133, 186, 192
Shamans’ Sweciety, 149, 151, 1537155
Woealthedisplay, 35 8p. 142, 156157,
184, 14}
Whire Deerskin dance, 156, 157
World Renewsal, 141, t48-153, 158157,

53

{See alre Riroals)
Chemakum, kngusge and culoral affilia-

than, 12

Chiefrainship, 108, 1ir, 103, 11§z, 124
Children, ear piereing of, 130

head defarmation of, gu, 191

taeteing of, go, 130-132
Chilkar blankets, 75-81, By, Bs, By, tpo-

1. 1y

Chinook, am, 162

canaes, 84, &7

clothing, 73

cul relationships, 191-192

head deformation, gt

houschold ueensils, g1, 52, 54

language and culvaral divisions, 12-13

marriage custons, 13§

masical instruments, wor

. 12

religions beliels, 140

tabacon used by, tof
Clifsel, g42-43
Clans {see Social organization)
Cleansing rituaks, go, 143-144, 159, 0o
Climate, 2
Clathing (fe¢ Dress styles)
Clubboases, fa-63
Clubs, g1, g4
Coast Salish, art, bz, 178, 180

canods, &, &y, 66, iy

cultural relstivnships, 191

fishing technbques, 15, jo

houses, da, 61

JHDIAMS OF THE MORTHWEST COAST

Coast Salish, hunting techaiques, 37, 38
musical Imstrumeents, tog
socizl organization, 11g-r2:
tribal and dislectic divisions, 11-12
Coast Trimshian, fishing rechniques, 35,
a7
houses, g9
seal hunting, 34
social orgenization, §1y-11%
eribal and dialectic divisions, B-g
Coiled basketry, pi-100, 199, 191
Cambs, go
Commoners, 118, 130, 132
Caompetitive potlacch, 127-129
Cunfederacics, 107, 1e7=118
Cook, Captain James, 16, 19-30, 44 iz,

199
Cooking, 4o-41
Cuoos, 13
Coppers, 137, 131=13}, 170
Corpses, buman, rivoal use of, 142, 150~
152, 1ER, 1y
Cradles, 70, 170
Cremation, 16a, 18y, 188
Crest designs, 17, 57, 63, &7, 70, Bp, 164,
170, 171
face painting of, o
tattoaing of, ga, 13o=132
on cotem poles, 178-185
Crests, ceremonial use of, rog-11z, 11§-
vilh, L1gez2, 134y 038y P30, 0B3, 1H7,
(15
Crooked knives, g4, 45
Cross-cousin marriage, 134
Chiirasses, 94-54
Cultivation of tobscco, 1, 6, to5-108
Culrurs]l patterns, 6-13
andl subareas, 1ht=155
Curing by shamans, 143=44
Cycle of life, 158-160

Daggers, g1-9

Danece aprons, 78, 7o, By, 171

Damee shins, 76, 79, 171

Dancing societies, 136, 153-155, 184, 16y
t5ee alre Cerenmmials)

Dicadfall wraps, 37-39

Death rires, 1yp-150

Deer, belief in mmaortality of, 141
bunting of, 3, 37-39
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Deformation of heads, g1, 1
Dheiries, 140
Denralia shells, 1:=13, 21, 8g
Decergent, urine used as, oo, 10
Dialectie divisions, d=13
Dice, use of, tog
Dip nets, 14
Disease, g, 121
curing of, 143=145
Drishes, 41, 44, 45, §1. £3. 55, 74, 16 170
Diixon, George, rf2
Diog cating, 154, 655, 191
Dusg-wool robes, 49, 79, B2, B, 150
Dogs, domessicated, 1, 49, 79, 106
Drouble-bar loom, 82, tg1
Diress styles, 720
basketry caps, 73-75, 98 191, 193
breecheloth, 71, 187, 188
barton blanket, 8p
Chilkar blankets, y¢=81, 84, 85, By, 170=
131, 187
dance aprons, 76, 79, 87, 171
danece shires, 76, 79, 170
headgear, 87-8g. 176
leggings, 76, 79, 87, 8. 167, 088
nobility lilankers, #g, R, 87, 190
personal adamnment, Hg-go
rain capes, 46, 74
rabes, 74-87
Drrunis, 7o, (oo=102
Duck-down robes, 79, 81, 83
Dugout canocs, 83, 5-67, 186
Drurcan, William, ¢
Drvellings, 5443, 187, 190, 102
Dyes, 78, 79, B4 B

Ear pendants, 8y

Far piercing of children, 130

[Fast India Company, 19, 20

Elle hunsing, 3, 37-38

Embroidery, 73, 78, 87, B8, 187, 1688
English contacts, 1g-23

Eskimo influence, 14

Eskimo-Aleur influence, 186195
European conruacts, 1g-23
Exrendded families, 108, 116=123

Face painting, go
Fage-saving potlatch, raé-rag
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Fauna, 3
Feast dishes, 44, 70-73, T 166, 171
Featherwork decuration, s, 8g. 157 193
Feuds and ward, 136=137
Figlwing knives, g1-g3
Fire, use of, as wordworking tool, 44, 46
Firesweating, 62, 1593
Fircarma, 31, g1, 92, 122
Firsz Fruits rive, 143
Firsz Salmon ceremany. 141-142, 185
Fishhooks, a6-3o, 46, 18y, 168
Fishing, 1, 2, 4=5. 14s 15 34-32, 186
Flattening of infants” heads, g1, g1
Fotuds, acorns, 40, 193
lerries, 2, 40
camas, 4o
couking and serving of, go-41
vegetable, 2, 40, 186
Furchesd masks, B7-8g, 176
Fort Rupert Confederscy, 18
patlarches in, ta7-1ag
Fur-scal hunting, 34
Fur trading, rg-2j, 131=122

Gaffs, 14, 31-32
Gambling, rog
Game animals, belief in immortaliny of,
140-141, 184
land, 3
marine, :
Garments (e Dress styles)
Geography of Northwest Coast, 2
Gift giving, in marriage, 133-13§
in potlatch, 133-133
Gill nees, 34
Girls, seclugion of, ac time of puberny, 159
rarmoaing of, go
Grave-house, 1o
Girinding and leaching of scoms, 4o, 1p)
Guardian-spiric singing, r55, 19
Guardizn spirits, 138, 142=147

Hafeed mauls, 42, 43, 54, 187, 189
Haida, art, 161, 163=167, 18-18g
burial castoms, 166
canoes, 63, 64, 67
elothing, 74. 75 98
culraral refationships, 187, 18
dialectic divisions, 8
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Haid, fishing rechniques, 11, 27, 1p=31
hoasehold wtensils, 52, 69, 704 73
houses, 54-54
mutical instraments, 1o0-io4
physical anthropology, 16, 17
potliteh, 138, 12g-131, 133 -]
refigious Leliefs, 1g0, 142=144

seal hunting, 34
social organtzation, 108112
cattocing, oo
rolizcon used by, 1og=n1od
wars, 134
Hair seal, belief in immareality of, 140
hunsing of, 32-34
Haigls, burial custams, vfa
dislect,
social onganization, 1of, 110, 01§
Half-keggings, 87, 88

Half-boean, 78, B3, 190

Half marrisge, 135

Halibat hooks, 3, 10, 45, 187, 158

Hﬂmﬁ P e I L
L]

Huts, basketry, 73-75, o8, 190
Hesd deformation, g, 191
Head pressers, 46, g1
Headdress masks, 87-Bg, 176
Heiltsak, g, 1o, 135
Helmets, pg, of, 16s, 6l
Herring, beliel in immormality of, 140
fishing for, 2, 4 th 3030
rimaals far, 143
Herring rake, 30
Hooks wsed in fishing, 26-30, 46, ofy, 88
o, use af, g
House frones, design painting on, §7, 130
House posts, 138, 173, 177
Houmsehold furnishings, 46-47, 67-72
louses, constrection of, g4-63, 187, 190,

1
Hmh?::'! Bay Company, g, 21, 23, 118
1"
Hl.l'nl.l?i remaing, ricual we of, 142, 151-
153, 188, 18p
Hunting, bind, 3, 5. 3740
SCE, 3, U4 15, 32-37. 1BE
Hupa, cercmwinials, 147, 148, 156
haouses, &2
linguistic affilistion, 13

INDIAMS OF THE HORTHWEST COAST

Immortaliey of game, belief in, 1go-141,
185
Indemnitics, payment of, 137
Infants’ heads, flarening of, g1, 191
Intragroup marriages, 135
Tron, broaght by traders, 20
use of, in toolmaking, 44, 1o

Juined howse constrection, 55, 187
Jumping danes, 157

Kaigani, 8
Karok, ceremonials, 143, 147, 148, 156
houses, 63
linguistic affiliation, 13
Kerfed and bent boxes, 67-70, 101, 169
Killing of slaves, 13z=123
Klatskanic, linguistic affiliation, 1z
Knives, crooked, 44, 45
fighting, ge-9
shell, 32, 35, 52
slare, 53
Kowakiud, are, 16, 183, 168, 170, 1723, 175,
177, 181=182
cangcs, 63, &5, 66
ceremondals, 148-155
clothing, 74-76, 8g
cultural relasonships, 187, 189, 194
fishing techniques, s¢=30
head deformuation, g1
houschold utensils, fg=-72
houses, g4, 55, §7-50 61
hunting techniques, 38, 39
MAarrage customs, ©i4. 13§
physical anthropology, 1 17
potlarch, v, 127, 120
religious beliefs, 140, 142, 144
seal hunting, 32-34
social organization, 1oy, 18
tonls, g3-46, 14
tribal and disleotie divisions, g-11
wars, 136
Kwalhiokwa, 12

Labirets, By, 187

Ladbes, 40, 51, 52

Lahal, 105

Land, -4

Land bunting, 3. §. 37=40
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Languages, &-13
Leggings, 76, 70, 87, 58, 187, 188
Lekwilok, 10
Life cycle, 158-160
Lineage social organization, wr-1e6, 135
hd
Linguistic divisions, #-13
'I.ndgﬂ, mat, 41, 198
semi-subrerrancan, ;3
sweat, Gi-t3, 198
Looms, 74-Bg, 190, 191

Mackenzie, Alexander, 10, 18, 21, 50

Makah, 11, 12

Malaspina Expedition, 185

Marmot hunting, 19

Marriage, 133=135

AMasks, headdress, 87-8g, 176

movable, 150, 1E8, 189
portrait, 163, 168

Masscr, &

Mat-covered sweatlodges, G1-63

Mar lodges, 61, 1g0

Matmaking, 4f-49. 95-97

Matrilineal social organization, we7-118,
187, 168

Alatrresses; 47, 72

Mauls, 42, 43, 54 187, 189

Meares, John, 1By

Medicinernen, 143-147

Mirrors, o

Muoccasins, 73

Mudeties, 1ep-116

Mormary pubes, 135, 132, 160, 18o-181,
Ty, 18§

Mounrain-goats horn, wses of, 3o, 41, §6

.\'In::ni'n-gnst wool, uses of, 1. 49, 75~
79, By, B8

Mounmin-sheep horn, uses of, g1-54, 1oz

,'\.'lnﬂl‘flh;’.. pag=126, 160

Musical instruments, 100=10§

Mussel-shell knives, 32, 35

Mations, d-13

Natural resources, 1-4
Mavigation, canoe, 14, 15, 63, 186
Mecklaces, 89

Nets, fishing, 24-15
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MNew Fire ceremany, t42
Miska, 25, 31, 115-104
Mainar-Makah, 1
Mability blankers, 8, 85, 87, 191
Maohles, 18, 120
MNohanrsitk, 10
Moacka, art, 161, 164, 171, 175-178, 1Ba,
i8g
canocs, -5, &7
eeremaonials, 148, 155
clothing, 74, 75, ¥
culvural relacionships, 188, oo, 192, 194
fishing rechniques, :8-30
head deformation, g1
houschold wrensils, &g
houses, 57, 61
hunting techniques, 38
MACTEE CUSIONS, 134, 135
pactarch, 1, 127
religions heliels, 150-144
seal hunting, 32, 33
social arganization, 1ib-nig
onls, 44
tribal and dialectic divisions, 11
wars, 13
whaling, 34, 36
Mootka Controversy, 2o
Morthwest Coast, culmare, 1=2
deseription of, =6
histary, sg-z3
prehistory, 14-15
Mamhwest Company, 21
Noss pios, 89
Mardsm ceremonial, 154-155

Ogden, Perer Skene, 32
0dl dishes, 54, 73
Olachen, 1, 4 24 31, 40 63
belicf in immortality of, 140
risuals for, 143
Ones-Remrned-from-Heaven ceremonial,
154155

Paddles, g3, 170
Puinting, 57, 63, 67, 70, 16=171
face, go
Patrilineal socisl organization, ro7, 148
Penutian linguistic stock, g 12
Perez, Juan, 19
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Personal adorument, By-go

Phracries, 8, 113

Physical anthropology, 185-19

Pikes, 17, 390 910 98

Pile dwellings, po-50, 190

Pillows, 45, 193

Pipes, g4, 105, 164-055, 193

Pirfall traps, 17

Porcupine-quill embroidery, 72, §7, 88,

1y, 188

Porpoise hunting, 2, 32-34

Portraic masks, 163, 168

Patato growing, 40

Potlarch, 123-113, 152
competitive, 127-129
coppers used En, 127, 130=133, 179
face-saving, r2d-127

Prehistory, 14-15

Pricohood, 142-143

Provinces and cubraral relationships, 1Bo-

158
Puberty of girl, seclusion ar tinse of, 179
Puppets, 150, 151, 188, 1By

Quilcute, langaage and culrural parterrs
of, 12

Rain capes, 46, 74
Rainfall, 2
Rank-smatus suchal organization, reB-iz3,
I
Rﬂﬂ:’ 100=104, 144s 4T 70
Religion, 138-147
Ritusls, cleansing, oo, 142-144, 159, 180
dearh, 199160
First Fruis, g2
First Salman, 141=042, 186
far fish and game, tq1-143
human remairs used in, rg3, EgI-1gE,
18E, 18y
Mew Fire, 142
whaling, 35-37, tp
(See wlro Ceremunials)
Robe making. 74-87
Rosd-and-slac amsur, g4-of, 187
Russian-American Company, 0
Russian conracrs, 1p-23

Sasilmaking, 47, &
Salish, art, 162, 182

Balish, burial customs, 150
ceremanials, 155
coltural selstdonships, 188, tpo=-1ga
head defornation, gt
haouses, &
MAFIEE CUsOS, 134, 13§
physical anthropelogy, 17
polatcly, 126
religiows belicfs, 140, 144
social organiztion, ri6-117
textiles made by, 48 49, 79, S1-87
tribal and dialeetic divisions, 11—tz
{See alte Coase Salish)
Salman, belicf in Immonaliy of, qo-142
fishing for, 3, 4, 24=27
Sealping, 136-137
Sex hunting, 3, 14, 15, 32=37, 184
Sea ouer, v, 22, 34
Sealskin Aoats, 34-35. 188-189
Seats, 47, 73 193
Semi-subterrancan lodges, 6y
Shamanism, 143=147
Shamans’ Sociery, 149, 151, 153-155
Shellfish digging, 32
Shovelnose canoe, &y, &6, 193
Simpsen, Siz George, 21, 13
Singing, guardian-spirit, 155, 190
Shualaw, 13
Skidegute, §
Slate blades, 52
Slate carving, sfg-1dy
Slave-killer weapons, g4, 9§
Slave trading, 12, 3t
Slaves, 118=11g, 12a-123
killing of, 123
Sleeping comparmmiems, 55, §7
Sleight-of-hand ericks, 145, 150
Slings, g1-93
Smelr, 2, 4. 24
ritmals for, 142
Smoking habit, 1o5-108, 184, 193
Snares, 37
Social arganization, 1o7-123
bilateral, 107, 116123
chiefrainship, rof, 115, 01y, reg-nng,
Iz
m-:mn. 1B, T30, 133
confederacics, 1e7, re7=118
exrended families, 108, 116-123
linezge, so7-116, 186
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Social organization, matrilineal, rog-118,
187, B8
micties, 109=r18
nobles, 118, 130
parrilineal, 109, 118
rank-status, 1if=123, 190
slaves, piB=t1p, 122-113
Somehulitk, 1o
Boul carchers, 145, 170
Southern Kwakiug, eribal groups, o=t
Spanish contacts, 15-13
Spirits, 138, 143=147
Spaans, 13, 35, 40, §o-§3, 166, 170
Smge effects, ceremuonial, 150
Steam-sweating, d—63, 191
Stoneworking, . 12, §4. 171
Bronls, 47, 72, 195
Storage boxes, &p-7o, 179
Subarcas and cualtural relationships, 186-

98
Supreme Being, belief in, 138, 140
Suspended-warp loar, 78, 83, 190
Sweathouses, fa1-83, 193
Sweatlodpges, fe-63. 191

Tablecloths, 41, 47, 72 i
Tagis. language and eulmarsl affiliarion,

B
Tamburing drums, 1oe-10
Tartooing, go, 130-133
Technology, 4-104
Terrain, 2-3
Textiles {ree Weaving)
Thunderbied carving, 174, 177
Tillamaok, 11
Tlingit, art, sb1, 176, 17g, 150
burial eustons, 160
canocs, 63, 667
clothing, 73=75. 79, o8 o8
culrural relationships, 187-18g
fishing rechniques, 13, 29, 39
lowschold weensils, g1, 53 74
houses, §5. 59
hunting techniques, 37
musical insruments, 1oo-1o4
physl.u] anthropology, 18
potlarch, 135, 130, 133, 160
relagions with traders, 22
religions beliefs, 140, 143-144
sockal organization, yol-i1g4
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Tlingit, tools, 42, 44
tribal divisions and linguistic affiliations,

3-8

wars and fewds, 114, 137

weapons, gr-g4, of
Tobacco chewing with lime, 1of, 15y
Tobacen growing, i, &, 1og=tod
Tobacce pipes, 54, 105, 154-066, 103
Tolows-Tutink, 13
Tuals, 43-46
Totem poles, g6, 59, 185, 167, 1oy 174,

178-1Hg

Trade blankers, Ry
Trading, 1p=23, rof, 131-123, 132, 188
Transpormation, 4, 14, 15, 63, 166
Traps, fishing, 14-16

hunting, 337-39

underwater, 38-19

“Tuimwshian, art, 161, 179, 180
burial customs, 150
eeremonials, 155
clothing, 73, 74 76 B8, 08
culreral relationships, 187-18g
houschiold umensils, 52
huncing techniques, 37
musical instruntents, oo, @
thﬂ‘ﬂ-‘ ‘“"'WP'D!W- i, 17
potlarch, 125, 129, £33, 160
religious beliels, 140, 144
social organization, 1of, tie, 113108
subdivisions amd dialects, B-g
tonls, 42
wars, 136
weapons, g1
weaving techniques, 76, 8o, 81
{See alro Cnast Teimshian)

Tumplines, 86, &

Twined baskeery, g8-100

Twao-bar lnom, 2, 191

Umiaks, 67, 187, 1859

Umpaqua, 13

Underwater hunting traps, 38-39
Unhafred mauls, 42, 43, 54

United Stares Exploring Expedition, 164-

165
Urine, use of, as detergent, go, 1o
in dyes, 78
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Vancouver, Captain Gearge, 16, 21, 187
Wegetable foods, 2, 40, 136
V'-‘Elﬂim. ]

Wakashan style of art, ir-16s, 170, 174
I
W:.hf 15g-160
Warclubs, g, 04
Wars and fends, 136-137
Water buckets, 7o
Water transporcation, 4, 14, tf, 63, 188
Waterfowl hunting, 3839
Wealth, 121-122
Wealth-disphiy ccremanials, 39, Bg, 143
1§6=157, 186, 193

Weapaois, g1-94
Weaving, of baskers, 46-gp, g7-100

of mars, 4649, 4597

of robes, 74-87
Whaling, 2, 11, 34-37, 188-185
Whaling rivuals, 35-37. 141, 1By
Wihistles, oz, 104
White Dweerskin dance, 196, 157
Wikeno, g=ra, 107, 155-154

IHNDIAMS OF THE HORTHWEST COAST

Winnen, as cooks, 40, 4t
and decorative arts, 171
as food garherers, 32, 40
lying-in period of, 158-199
personal adosnment of, Bg-po
2 chamans, 144, 147
Wi, trees used for, g6
Woudpecker-scalp decoration, 39, 8o,
157, 193
Woodworking, 5, 42-46. 54, 67, 65
(See also Houses)
Warld Resewal cycle, 143, 148-152, 156-
157 1)

Xaihais, g, 108, 117, 136

Yakurat, §, 8667

Yurok, canocs, 46
eeremanials, 148, 196157
household wrensils, o
haases, de
linguistic affiliations, 13
marriage customs, 13§
religious belicfs, 141, 143, 147
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