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CHAPTER L

Manner of Life of the Perfees.— Their Chigfs—
Their Religion.—The boly Fire.—Tbeir Reverence
for Fire; and for Water.— No Diffurbance on
Account of Religion among the Moors, the Gentoos,
and the Perfees.— Difeafes prevalent at SuraT,

THE Perfees live temperately ; contrary,
however, to the cuftom of the Gentoos, they
cat all kinds of fleth meat, except that of
oxen, and of hares, in order not to give
offence to that nation ; but it muft always
be killed and prepared by their own people.
Two of them, one of whom, ManT-
CHERGI by name, is the broker of the Dutch,
and
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and the other of the Englith Company, are
the chiefs of the Perfees who dwell in and
about Surat; they are, at the fame time,
their chief ecclefiaftics, or pricfts ; they like-
wile fettle the difputes that arife among
them, and the parties muft fubmit to their
decifions : murder, homicide, and other
crimes amongft them, which difturb the
public tranquillity, are punifhed by the na-
bob, or governor of the city ; he, however,
alts very circumfpeétly in fuch cafes, be-
caufe he ftands more in awe of the Perfees
than of the Moors, or Gentoos, on account
of their large numbers and greater courage,
whereby they are left, in fome meafure, in-
dependent : fuch heavy crimes, I was told,
are very {eldom heard of among them ; and
befides, as they all live in feparate wards,
in which they do not allow any ftrangers
to refide, many things may remain hidden
among them, which would foon be publicly
known, if they lived more difperfed.

The religion of the ancient Perfians, in-
fututed by ZoroasTER, and which part of
that nation have retained to the prefent day,
15 too well known for me to fay much about ;
befides which, in order to form a true idea

of
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of the religion of a nation, their language
thould be perfedly underftood, efpecially
when it is enveloped in abftrufe metaphyfi-
cal, or allegorical, propofitions ; for the beft
interpreter is not of any ufe in this point,
much lefs thofe who are met with here, and
who can fcarcely tranflate the occurrences of
daily converfation from one language into
another.

Hence I conclude that we fhall never be
able, in Europe, to obtain a true idea of the
various religions of the nations of Afia, that
of Mahomet excepted, before fome really
learned man, well verfed in religious and
metaphyfical difquifitions, takes the trouble
of learning their language, efpecially that of
their faints, which is exclufively appropriated
to the fervices of their religion.

1 thall, however, fay fomething, in a few
words, of the religion of the Perfees at
Surat.

In the firft place, they allege that they
poffefs a genuine copy of the inftitutes of
ZOROASTER.

They likewife pretend that the holy fire
which they brought with them at the time
of their flight from Perfiz, has remained

burning
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burning to the prefent day, without being
extinguifthed, in their largeft and principal
temple, which ftands near the Portuguefe
city of Daman. The allegations, in this re-
{pect, of the priefts, who, like thofe of other
fimilar religions, play their parts in a maf-
terly manner, are blindly and implicitly be-
licved by the unenlightened many. They
moreover take care that this holy fire be
only expofed once a year to the profane eyes
of the vulgar ; this is a feftival which takes
place in the month of O¢tober, and marks
the commeucement of their year, and they
eat, drink, and make merry on the occafion.

Befides this feftival, they have one every
month, which is exclufively a religious one,
and on which they offer up folemn fupplica~
tions to the divinity.

Every Perfee likewife offers up a prayer
every morning, and every evening : in the
morning he turns towards the rifing fun,
and in the evening to the moon, if the be
vifible.

The element of water is equally an ob-
Ject of their reverence ; yet only in {o far as
they believe that the fun, fire, and water,
are the pureft reprefentations of the god-

head,
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head, to whom they fay, that they folely pay

adoration.

Their reverence for fire is carried {o far,
that they will not extinguith it on any ac-
count ; they will not even put out a candle
or lamp.

When a fire takes place in the town, they
do not endeavour to quench it with water,
but try to ftop the progrefs of the flames by
pulling down the houfes and buildings round
where they rage, till the fire goes out by not
meeting wherewithal to confume.

They have fix or feven houfes appro-
priated to their religion, or churches, as well
within, as out of the town, in which a
prayer, fermon, or exhortation, is every day
pronounced by their priefts ; and in which
fire is kept conftantly burning, the flames of
which are fed by the pureft and moft coftly
wood that can be procured ; this may never
be blown upon by the breaths of any impure
creature, but it is kept alive by being fanned
with a fan. None but a Perfec may enter
one of thefe buildings.

In contradiftinétion to moft other religions,
thcy do not endeavour, or defire, to make
any profilytes.

Thefe
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Thefe three diftinét nations, the Moors,
the Gentoos, and the Perfees, whofe religions
are widely different from each other, exer-
cife the greateft toleration and indulgence,
in this refpeét, towards one another ; no one
is molefted on account of his religion ; they
may be {een together in, and near, the river,
offering up their prayers, each to that being
whom he adores, without any marks of de-
rifion or contempt being fhewn by any one:
this even goes fo far, that the days which one
perfuafion look upon as holy, are alfo looked
upon with a degree of veneration by the
others: when the holy fire of the Perfees is
exhibited to the people, no Gentoo will
either approach, or touch, fire, no more than
the Perfees themfelves.

The principal diforders to which the in-
habitants of thefe countries are fubjeét
burning fevers, and the dyfentery,

‘The burning heats, which prevail here
from the month of June till Auguft and
September, are the caufe, it is faid, of the
former, and the ﬁatulenc}r of the greateft
part of the ufual food of the inhabitants of
the latter; which I leave to the determina-

s 4are

tion
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tion of thofe who are better acquainted with
pathology than myfelf.

Few of the natives of the country attain
to very advanced age. The emperor Av-
RENGZEBE, however, lived, according to
VALENTYN, one hundred and three ycars.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER II.

Coins current at Sur AT— . Almonds ufed as the loweft
Medium of Exchange.— Ancient Grecian and Re-

man Coins met with bere.—Weights.—Meafures.—
Lime and Brick-kilns.

THE coins that are current here, are of
gold, filver, and copper.

The coin of gold of the country is the
mohur, which is gold of twenty-three carat ;
it goes here for fifteen filver rupees ; though
its value is not conftantly the fame, but is
{ettled according as gold is at a high, or at a
low price. All foreign gold coins are only
taken according to their weight and intrinfic
value.

Ducats are likewife met with here, but

no one is obliged to receive them in payment

contrary to his inclination ; they are diftin-

guithed into three forts; the Venetian du-
cats, which are worth from
or £6. 7 to 8 flivers;
ducats, to which they gi

4z to 47 rupees,
all other European
ve the appellation of

images,
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images, and which are current at from 43
to 47; rupees, or f.6. 3 to § ftivers; and the
third, or laft, {ort, thofe of Conflantingple, or
Stambouli, among which are comprehended
all other Turkifh, Arabian, and Perfian du-
cats, and which go at from 3{ to 34 ru-
pees, or fi5. 16 to 18 ftivers. The value of
thefe coins is lowered or enhanced in propor-
tion as more or lefs gold is imported.

The filver rupee is the ftandard coin of
the country, the only one which is ftruck in
the empire of Hindoftan, and is current all
over it ; its real value in Dutch money is
fcarcely four-and-twenty ftivers, but here,
among the Europeans, it is calculated at
thirty ftivers * : every rupee contains fixteen
annas ; but the calculation by annas is not fo
common here as in Bengal: the fraétions of
rupees are generally fettled by péce, which is
the only copper coin here, and of which
more or lefs go to a rupee, in proportion as
copper is at a low, or at a high price ; when

* Mr. Stavorinvus here gives the affay, and weight of the
rupee, according to the Dutch denominations; the reader is
referred on this fubjedt to the note fubjoined to page 460 of
the firlt volume, where the affay, real weight, ftandard
weight, and intrinfic value, of the rupee, is given from Sir
Isaac Newton's Tablel 7,

I was
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I was at Surat, fixty-four pice were given
for a rupee: it is faid that there are alfo
leaden pice, but I faw none of them.

In the fame way as cowries are made ufe
of in Bengal, as the loweft medium of ex-
change, almonds, which are ealled badams,
are employed for that purpofe here; the
comparative value whereof, is, as may eafily
be conceived, more liable to variation, than
any other reprefentative medium *.

No other money is current here, and all
foreign coins are taken according to their
weight and aflay; but the Mexican dollars,
or pieces of cight, known among the natives
by the appellation of raal lakria, muft, if
weight, contain feventy-three waals : their
value is uncertain, running from J318 to

J-324 per hundred+, and fometimes, but
feldom, a little higher,

* When OviNerow was at Swar, about fixty bitter al-
monds was the current rate of a pice. Tupvenor fays fixty-
eight; he adds, that the almonds that pals for money at Surar,
come from Perfia, and are the fruit of 3 fhrub that grows on
the rocks, T

t Or about s gd. to about §% 11d. per dollar, Accord-
ingto Ricanp, picces of cight go at Jurat, viz,
100 Mexican dollars for 217} rupees,
100 Peruvian dito for 218 ditto.

100 New Spanith dollars for 214 ditto, T,
What
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What are called imperial dollars, are alfo
brought hither, to a confiderable amount,
from Mocha and TFedda: they are either
bought up by the Europeans at the rate of
two rupees, or three gilders, apiece, or are
fent to the mint, in order to be refined and
coined into rupees,

Ancient Grecian and Roman copper coins
are likewife fometimes met with here, fome
of which I have got in my pofleffion. They
have probably been difperfed by the wars
of thofe nations in Perfia, Parthia, Egypt,
and the furrounding countries, and brought
hither, among other coins, by the Armenian,
Perfian, and Arabian merchants.

The weights are very various here, and
are regulated according to the nature of the
commodities to be weighed.

The maund is here, as in Bengal, the gene-
ral ftandard weight, by which moft kinds
of goods are reckoned ; but it is diftinguithed
into feveral forts, as is the feer ; the contents
of the feveral fpecies of weights are, viz.

The feer kalfab, or fingle feer, §2 pound
Amfterdam.

The feer pakka, which is the double of
the former, 123 ditto.

The



[ 12 ]

The maund kalfab contains forty fingle
Jeer, or 341 pounds : this is ufed for weighing
alum, areca, tortoifefhell, elephants’ teeth,
grain, indigo, copper, lead, redlead, brafs,
quickfilver, fandalwood, falt, tin, fteel, ver-
million, iron, &ec.

A maund of 40% fingle feer, or 34333
pounds, is ufed for weighing of faffron.

A maund of 41 feer, or 3533 pounds, for
raw fugar,

A maund of 42 feer, or 3622, pounds, for
lamp-oil, almonds, flower of piftachio, cat-
choo, camphor, cinnamon, cardamom, cot-
ton, cotton-yarn, coffec, cumminfeed, co-
rianderfeed, dried ginger, mace, filberds,
cloves, nutmegs, black piftachio-nuts, falt-
petre, fapanwood, tea, wax, foap, &c.

A maund of 431 feer, or 37 7= pounds, for
fugarcandy.

A maund of 44 feer, or 37%% pounds, for
gum arabic, affa feetida, Bengal: pepper,
cowrics, galls, gumlack, rofin, cubebs, brim-

ftone, &c.

A candil is twenty maynd kalfab, or ten
maund pakka; but thefe are Bengal maunds,
which contain eighty fingle, or forty double
Jeers thus a candil is 690 pounds Amfterdam

weight :
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weight : it is by this weight that capoc is
fold.

A barrab is feven maund kalfab, or 241%
pounds.

Gold and filver are calculated in the fol-
lowing proportions:

A feer kalfab is thirty-five fola;

A tola is shirty-two waal, or.twelve maffa ;

A mafla is 23 waal, or eight retti;

A retti is four nilly.

Two and a half #/z are equal to one
Dutch ounce ; a_feer kalfab is therefore four-
teen ounces; a waal is cight aas; a maffa
21} aas; a retti 23 aas; and a nilly 3 aas*®,

THEVENOT fays that a #o/a makes fifty-fix
carats.

Pearls are weighed by fangis, one of which
1s twenty-four refti, or 20% carats, each re#f
being 4 carat.

A fangi is alfo 330 chouw ;

A chouw 1s 35% of a grain ;

A chouw 1s likewife fixteen anmas;

And an anna is 33, of a grain.

Diamonds are taken by ref#i; one hun-

* An Englith ounce troy is 821 awaal, or wals. Ri-

carp. T, dred
re
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dred resti is equal to eighty-five carats, a
retts being 1% of a carat, or 10} grain.

A rettiis likewile twenty waffa ;

And a waffa is 5% of a grain.

The yard, which, though an Englith mea-
fure, is familiarly known to the natives by
the fame name, is one ges and eight zeffoe,
Or 13 ges, a ges being twenty-four feffee.

The ftandard ges of Surat is 14 Dutch ell.

The bazar ges of Surat, or that which is
vied upon the bazars, and in the thops, is
1.3, Dutch ell.

The ftandard ges of Barocke is #2 of a
Dutch ell.

The bazar ges of Barocke is 432 of a
Dutch ell.

The Baroche ftandard ges is exatly as
much fhorter than a Dutch ell, as the Surar
ftandard ges is longer ; which is equally the
cafe with the bazar ges of both places.

Diftances are reckoned by eofs, each of
wirich is full half of a Dutch mile,

The above is taken from a particular re-
port made on the fubject by Mefficurs Z1-
VEERS DE LANDEs and Davip Kerry,
fpecially appointed to form fuch a ftatement

by
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by the dire&ion of Surat, by order from the
fupreme government at Bafavia, in the year
1758.

The burning of lime, and making of
bricks, though a great nuifance, is of little
importance or value to the city. Thefe
trades are carried on in the fuburbs; and in
calm weather, the methods obferved in them
occafion a moft offenfive fmell, and impreg-
nate the air with very noifome vapours. A
certain fort of coralline, ftony earth, is made
ufe of for the former; this they throw toge-
ther in a heap, mix it, and cover it with
cowdung, and fet the whole on fire, and it
fometimes continues burning for a fortnight.
The material of which they make bricks is
a clayey earth, which they mould at the
fpots where it is dug, fet them in heaps, and
burn them with cowdung. The manipula-
tion of both articles is, however, performed
in a flovenly and awkward manner,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER III.

Carts.—Hackeries.— Palankeens.— Ships and Ship-
building.—Defeription of the old or boly Ship. — It
was deffroyed in 1777.—Made of building Ships at
SURAT.— Durability of their Veffels—Great Ex-
pence of their Confiruttion,

TH E carriages which are made ufe of to
convey goods about the town, and up the
country, are carts of a fimple conftrution,
running upon two wheels, upon which, when
the carts are loaden, they are nearly upon a

poife ; they are drawn by one or two oxen,
which are here, in general, of a

fize.

The carriages, or backeries, which the na-
tives ufe to ride about in, go likewife upon
two wheels. The body of the carriage is
placed in the middle upon the axletree ; it is
juft large enough for two people to fit in it
with their legs croffed under them ;
circular covering over
liven, open at

pretty large

it has a
it, generally of white
the fides when men ride in

them,
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them, but clefed all round when women are
the paffengerss The belly and legs of
the oxen (for horfes are only ufed for the
faddle) are frequently painted of a light rofe-
colour, and the horns are gilt either with
gold or filver; they have little bells hung
round the neck, by which the foot-paifengers
can hear them when they approach: the
condutor fits, as the coachmen do with
us, on a feat before the body of the carriage ;
he guides the oxen by a fingle rein on each
fide, which pafles through the cartilage of the
nofe, and he urges them on, when neceffary,
by a ftick, with which he goads or puthes
them.

People of high rank, or of great wealth,
are carried about in pa.]“;,nkecns, or litters, as
I have before mentioned in my obfervations
upon Bengal.

As Surat i1s a large and ancient place of
trade, and a feaport of confiderable import-
ance, there is no want of thips and veffels of
various kinds and fizes, which are eirher
built here, or are brought hither completely
finithed, for fale or charter.

The fhips which are built here, coft, it is
true, very dear, but they are able to navis

gate



[ 18]

gate the feas for a hundred years together.
There was a fhip-here in exiftence, which
performed a voyage to Mocha and back in the
year 1770, being freighted on account of Mr.
SLU1sKENS, the fecond of the Dutch factory
at Surat, of which the time when it was
built is not known ; and only that, in a let-
ter, written by Mr. ZwaAARDEKROON, the
then diretor of Surat, to the government
at Batavia, in the year 1702, it is called zde
old fhip, although from that time, till the
year 1770, it performed an annual voyage to
the Red-fea.

This thip was always known by the ap-
peliation” of the boly fBip, becaufe the pil-
grims from India} going to, or returning
from, Mecca, always took their paffage on
board of her ; and, on the fame account, that
fhip had a peculiar privilege at Mocka and
fedda, of taking on board a certain number
of chefts and boxes, free of duty ; which pri-
vilege was the more valuable to the owners,
as the duties exaéted at thofe places are ex-
ceffively high.

When I was at Suraf on my firft voyage,
this fhip was a-ground, about half a Dutch
mile below the city, and fo near falling to

piecr:s,
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pieces, that I did oot think the owners would
be at the charge of repairing her again; in
effect, when I was at Suraf, in the year
1777, on my fecond voyage thither, fhe was,
as I have before mentioned, entirely deftroyed
by the laft violent afflux of the river.

I computed it to be one hundred and thirty,
or thirty-five, feet from ftem to ftern. It
was built like a frigate, with three matfts,
and cut away full as tharp at the bow as our
thips. The ftern, as tradition fays, had been
that of an Englifh fhip, which was loft in
this river; it bas at leaft much refemblance
to the reprefentation of the fhips of the
laft century. It had two decks, likewife a
quarter-deck, and forecaftle ; the gunroom
was very large; the height between the
decks was fcarcely five feet; the cabin was
adorned within with a great deal of carving,
and not the leaft piece of wood was left
without fome foliage or imagery. Upon the
quarter-deck were, as in our fhips, little huts
or cabins, and before them a fixed awning,
fuch as we call a wafeléraam ; the catheads
were exceflive heavy pieces of timber, twice
as large as thofe of a fhip of one hundred and

fifty feet. The cables run over the top at
the
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the bow, in a deep notch, as our towlines
are done. ‘The bowfprit was not fixed upon
the ftem, but at the right fide of it,

This thip belonged to a Turkith merchant
called Tjillebe, who had feveral other thips.
He is one of the principal merchants of the
city, and greatly refpected by the nabob.

They do not build their thips in the fame
manner as the Europeans ; moft of the tim-
bers are fitted in after the planks have been
put together. There was one built while I
Was at Surat, in what is called the Englith
yard ; it appeared to me to have about one
hundred feet length of keel: it ftood in a
kind of graving-dock ; if a large excavation,
clofed towards the river by a dam, without
a ftone facing, or any thing that refembled i,
may deferve that appellation #,

They do not put the planks together as we
do, with flat edges towards each other, but
rabbet them; and they make the parts fit
into each other with the greateflt exactnefs,

® They do not thus launch their ‘hips, as we do, from flips ;
but, when fufficiently finithed for floating, they dig through
from the water to the fort of docks mentioned above, which
they call cradles, where the thips are, as

it were, dropped into
the fiream that is brought up to them, 7.

beﬁawing
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beftowing much time and attention upon this
operation ; for this purpofe, they {mear the
edges of the planks, which are fet up, with
red lead, and thofe which are intended to be
be placed next, are put upon them, and
prefled down, in order to be able to difcern
the inequalities, which are marked by the
red lead, and afterwards taken away : they
repeat this till the whole fits exaétly ; they
then rub both edges with a fort of glue,
which becomes, by age, as hard as iron, and
they cover it with a thin layer of capoc, after
which they unite the planks fo firmly and
clofely with pegs, that the feam is fcarcely
vifible, and the whole fcems to form one en-
tire piece of timber.

They fit the timbers and beams in the
fame way to the planks; fo that a piece of
wood is fometimes put in and taken out
more than ten times before it is fixed for good
and all *,

Inftead of bolts, they make ufe of pieces of
iron, forged like fpikes, the point of which

# The knees, or crooked timbers, are generally of .the
natural growth into that form, without being forced or warped
by fire, efpecially where particular care is aken of the cons
firution, and no expence fpared. T,

is
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i$ driven through, clenched on the infide,
and again driven into the wood, They make
the iron which they employ for this purpofe
very tough and flexible *,

The tedioufnefs of their method, together
with the dearnefs of timber they employ,
which muft be brought hither from diftant
places, make thip-building very dear here,
but, at the fame time, their veffels are very
lafting, and can 8o to fea for many years,

* They have alfo a peculiar way of preferving their fhips'
bottoms, by occafionally rubbing into them an oil which they
eall wood-oil, which the planks imbibe, and it ferves greatly
to nourith and keep them from decay. The mafting generally
ufed in the country-fhips, are pohoon-mafts, chiefly from the
Malabar coaft; but for the cordage, what is worth any thing,
muft come from Europe ; their coir-ropes being, for either
running or ftadding rigging, more harfh and untraftable than
what is produced from hemp. Coir-cables, however, arp
very ferviceable, and have their excellencies, as we have be.
fore feen, in oppofition to the Evropean cables; they laft
much the longer in falt water, frefh being apt to rot them,
Their anchors are moftly Europesn, our iron being much
better, and better worked. With fails, tht;r are very well
fuppplied by the country-manufafture of cotton intg a failcloth
called dumparee, which, though net fo ftrong or lafting as
canvas, Hollands duck, or vitry, is, whilft in ufe, more pliant,
and lefs apt to fplit than they are.  For pitch, they have the
gum of a tree called dammer, which i3 not at all inferior to the
other. T,

before
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before any repairs of the hull are at all
wanted. Caulking of the feams, as may
cafily be conceived, does not come in quef-
tion here; for if they once give way, the
whole bottom is of very little value.

The thip that I faw building, was con-
tratted for feventy-five thoufand rupees, or
J+112.500 — Dutch, and was intended to
load one thoufand nine hundred canaffers of
fugar, or one hundred and ninety lafts.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1V.

Great Decline in the Power of the Mogul Emperors.—
Caufes thereof — Reflexions on the Rife and Downfall
of Empires.--Superfition a firm Support of arbitrary
Power, inflanced in the E mpires of PEru —
PeRstA — 7% Orromax Porre. — Conguefts
greatly contribute to cement the Power of a State.—
Inftances from the Hiffory of CarTHAGE —RoME
~The Mogul Empire under and after AURENGZERE,
—Encroachments of the Englifh in HinposTaxN.—
Means by which they became Mafers of Sur AT.—As-
count of the whale Tranfaction from Campriper’s
War in India.—Capture of SurAT by the Englifp
Forces under Captain MarTLano, in 1759.—
Agreement betwween ATCHUND and the Englifhs e
They obtain Poffeffion of the Caftle and Tanka, —
Confirmed therein by the Mogul.~Dutch Accoyns of

the Affair. — Contrag between FaAriscHan

and
the Englifb Company.

I HAVE before alread

in a curfory manner, of the great decay
which the power of the Mogul Emperors has
undergone ; their fovereign authority is now

o

y made fome mention,
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fo much circumfcribed, that they are not
even malfters over their own perfons,

The caufes hereof are no other than fuch
as are found to prevail in almoft all defpotic
ftates.

The fovereign, feated upon his throne in
the interior of his empire, cannot himfelf
pay any attention to the provinces that are
diftant from the feat of government ; but is
obliged to confide the adminiftration of them
to lieutenants, whofe oppreflive difpofition
far exceeds that of the monarch himfelf;
while, though they are not entirely divefted
of awe for the throne, yet, by forming con-
federacies with the neighbouring princes, or
amongft themfelves, they become, in their
turn, objects of apprehenfion to the fovereign.

I could adduce many inftances of the above
from hiftory, if they were not as generally
known, as the truth of the propofition is
clear and evident.

There are three methods by which, ac-
cording to my judgment, the powerand dig-
nity of large and extenfive empires, can be,
and have been, cemented and maintained.

Firft, by means of the laws, the execution
of which belongs exclufively to the monarch,

to
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to which he, as well as his lieutenants, are,
at the fame time, fubject, and whereby both
he and they are kept within bounds, and pre-
vented from opprefling the lower ranks, fo
that they may not have any caufe or induce-
ment to oppofe the juft authority of the
prince, to rife in rebellion againft him, or put
themfelves under the proteétion of a foreign
power,

Next, by means of fuperitition, by which
fubje@s attached by religious prejudice to the
family of their princes, on account of the
fupernatural origin to which they may lay
claim, believe that their whole welfare de-
pends upon the confervation of that race.
The monarch is hereby enabled to rule with
the moft abfolute {way, as long as this belief
is predominant, without having ever any
caufe to fear that any one will be fool-hardy
enough to oppofe his will. We have an ex-
ample of this in the ancient Peruvians, who
were moft firmly perfuaded that their kings
were the children of the fun, and that they
brought with them to earth an heavenly
bond that the people over whom they reigned
fhould always profper; whence many of that
nation preferred to fuffer death with their laft

king,
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king, ATHA Bar1pa. than live to encounter
the evils threatencd under another govern-
ment.

1n this fame manner, too, THEVENOT in-
forms us that the Petfians are firmly affured
that no one can have, or has, any title to be
their fovereign, but one that is a defcendant
from one of the twelve Imams, of whom
AL1 was the firft ; that they, in confequence,
never look upon him but with fear and trem-
bling, and have fuch refpeét for him, and
pay fo blind an obedience to all his orders,
that, how unjuft foever his commands may
be, they perform them, though againft all
law, both of God and Nature *.

Likewife that the Janiffaries, in the Turk-
ith empire, though in their mutinies they
fometimes depofe and murder their fove-
reigns, yet they fo much refpeét the blood of
their prince, and have fo great a veneration
for the race of the firft OTHoMAN or Os-
MAN, that they never fo much as dream of
altering the fucceffion from that family +-.

In the third place, another means of add-

* Suite du Foyage du Levant, tom, 111, chap. xi. and xiii.
Fayage du Levant, tom, 1. 2. 343.

ing
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ing ftrength and fecurity to empire, is that
of conqueft, by which the fear and re-
fpet of the fubjeds for their viftorious mo-
narch are more and more augmented, and
his greatnefs and powet are magnified much
beyond what they really are, while his re-
fentment and revenge are dreaded for the
flighteft offence. It is by this that that
flavith fear is created, which MonTEsQuIEY
fuppofes a neceflary foundation of arbitrary
power; and we find his obfervation verified
both in ancient and modern hiftory.

As long as Carthage waged war againft
the Romans, with equal fortune, the held
her conquered provinces, and Spanith fub-
je€ts, in controul, notwithftanding they were
opprefled by numberlefs vexations, by ex-
tortions of money, and by requifitions of
men, which exhaufted the land ; their bear-
ing thefe injuries could only be afcribed to
the fear of the power, and vengeance of the
Carthaginians. But no fooner did Carthage
ceafe to conquer, and her power begin to
decline, than they thook off their fears, and
either chofe other mafters, or reinftated
themfelves in their original ftate of inde-
pendence,

Juft
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Juft fo it was, too, with Rome herfelf,
when fhe had no conquefts to boaft of
out of Italy, and when involved in the fir(t
and fecond Punic wars; efpecially in the be-
ginning of the latter, when fortune fmiled
upon the arms of Cartbage, their furround-
ing allies, or rather their fubjedts, imme-
diately difmiffed all apprehenfions of the re-
fentment of Rome ; and when they faw her
deprived of the CamiLLI, the QuiNTII, the
Fagricri, and other great and confummate
generals, who had {6 often made them feel
the power of the Roman people, they ceafed
to pay her their obedience.

Afterwards, when the Roman empire had
attained the fummit of glory, and of great-
nefs, and began to bow under its own un-
wieldy weight, when conquefts were no
more heard of, and no new nations received
the Roman yoke, firft the more remote and
then the nearer nations fhook off their al-
legiance to ‘the tottering coloffus, or were
fubdued by others hitherto unnoticed and
unknown, till they gradually left to Rome
no more than the fhadow of what fhe was.

Not to fay any thing more of other mo-
narchies, the Mogul empire, and that of

Hindoftan
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Hindoftan have undergone the fame fate,
As long as their fovereigns were conque-
rors, no one dared to rife againft them,
and if they did, they were without delay
brought again to their obedience : but no
fooner did conqueft leave the imperial ban-
ners upon the death of AURENGZEBE, than
each of the conquered princes, and the lieu-
tenants of the Mogul, no longer reftrained
by the fear of their fovereign’s vengeance,
who waged no other wars than with his
own relations, and who could do little
without their affiftance, renounced their de-
pendence upon the court of Dehly, difre-
garded the mandates of the Mogul, and
ufurped the fovereign authority of their re-
{peétive diftricts.

The journal of Mr. KeTeLaar, who
went as ambaffador from our Company to
the court of the great Mogul, in the years
1711 and 1512, thus only four or five years
after the death of AURENGZEBE, affords {e-
veral examples of the way in which the or-
ders of the court were obeyed by the go-
vernors of the provinces: and this has at
laft brought the empire-into that ftate of de-
bility, that it has not been able to repel a

handful
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bandful of Europeans, nor to prevent them
from penetrating into the moft interior parts
of the empire, and making themfelves maf-
ters of the richeft provinces.

Bengal, Babar, Orixa, part of Coromandel,
and Suraf, are now almoft wholly under
the dominion of the Englith, and the trea-
fures which formerly flowed into the coffers
of the emperor from thefe wealthy domains,
are now diverted to the purpofe of main-
taining their prefent mafters in the poffeffion
of them.

The wars which that nation have waged
in thofe countries are well known ; but as
no true idea can be formed of the aéual
political fituation of Swraf, without being
acquainted with the manner in which the
Eng‘iiﬂi became mafters here, and have con-
tinued till now in poffeffion of the cattle,
upon which that of the city depends, I
thall communicate the particulars thereof,
firft, according to their own accounts, and
then agreeable to ours, where they may
differ.

The Mogul emperor, having much in-
tereft in the preferving the navigation and
trade to and from Swrat, free from molefta-

tion,
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tion, and not being inclined to maintain a
naval power himfelf, entered into a con=
trat with the SippEE, an Arabian, who,
though of an obfcure origin, had found
means "to colle¢t a fleet {ufficient to ren-
der the neighbouring coafts infecure *, and
he nominated him his admiral, with a yearly
revenue of three lacks of rupees, or four
hundred and fifty thoufand gilders, for which
he was to keep the coaft free from the
ravages of pirates. The payment of this
fum was made, partly out of the revenues
of fome adjacent lands, and partly from
the revenues of Swraf, which was to be an-
nually paid him by the governor of that
place.

But when the government of Suraz failed
in the payment thereof, about the year 1750,
or 1751, the SIDDEE took an opportunity,
under the colour of claiming his arrears, to
fend fome of his cruifers into the river of
Surat, at a time when the monfoon was

* The Siopee was chief of a colony of Coffrees, or
negroes, f om the coalt of 4frica, and from Madagafear, who
baving been fettled at Dundec-Rajapore, carried on a confide-
rable trade there, and had likewifs many vellels of force,
Camlridge's War in India, pige 216,

fctting
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fetting in, and then made a pretence of the
feafon for their remaining there, which does
not appear to have excited the fufpicion of
the governor of Surat. Sippee Mussoor,
the commander of the {quadron, profiting by
this fupinenefs, made ufe of the opportunity
to get fome kind of footing in the govern-
ment, and to feize unexpeétedly on the
caftle ; which he held till his death, which
happened in the year 1756, and left the pof-
feflion of that fortrefs to his fon, as his law-
ful fucceffor.

MussooTr not only retained the governa
ment of the caftle, but greatly encroached on
that of the town, and appropriated to himfelf
one-third of its revenues. Another third
had long fince been annually paid to the
Marattas, and by them farmed out to an
officer who refides at Swrarz. The walls
of the town, with the affiftance of the
Europeans who have faftories there, are a
fufficient defence againft thefe plunderers;
but as they are at all times mafters of the
whole country up to the very gates, it has
been thought expedient to pay them duly
their allotment, rather than fubjeé& the in-
land trade to the many delays and difficul-

YOL III. ties
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ties with which it is in the power of the
Marattas to clog and interrupt it. They
are continually hovering about the place,
and watching for invitations, which through
the inconftancy and flutuation of the go-
verning powers of the city and caftle, they
might eafily receive; and though they know
that the confequence of their admiffion into
the town would be the abfolute lofs of their
revenue for the future (for their govern-
ment, wherever eftablithed, is- fatal to
trade), yet from their habitual paffion for
plunder, they are ever feeding themfelves
with hopes that fome governor, in the de-
cline of his power, will open the gates and
invite them to a prefent booty, which no
arguments of reafon or policy could reftrain
them from feizing.

One Meaun Arcuunp had applied to
them for their affiftance, to turn out Novas
ALLee CHAN from the government, who
likewife entertained a fecret correfpondence
with fome of the Maratta chiefs, and to
be himfelf invefted with the government.
Mean ATcHUND was brought by a party
of Marattas from Posna to the walls of the
town. Having fo far availed of their affift-

ance,
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ance, he difcarded them; for the SippEE,
preferring him to Novas ALLee CHAN,
whom he thought to be more dangeroufly
connefted with the Marattas, agreed to join
Mean Arcuunp, and eftablifh him in the
city, upon the condition that he would ab-
folutely renounce their alliance.

The government of the city being thus
continually weakened by the encroachments
of the caftle upon the town, it was daily
expeéted that the Marattas would take ad-
vantage of this ftate of anarchy, to make
themfelves mafters of the city, for which
the internal ftate of the place feemed to be
fully ripe, by the lawlefs behaviour of the
Sippeg’s fon, who filled the city with riot
and murders, while new exaétions and ad-
ditional burdens were daily laid upon trade,
and grew to be intolerable.

In the year 1758, earneft application was
made to Mr. Erris, the Englith chief at
Surat, by the principal merchants and in-
habitants of the city, defiring him to recom-
mend it to the prefidency of Bombay, to fit
out an expedition for the taking pofleflion
of the caftle and zanka (which was the ap-
pellation given to the yearly confideration

paid
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paid to the Sippee, for the proteftion of
the coaft from pirates). They enforced
their folicitations by entering into an ob-
ligation to become refponfible, for five years,
for any deficiency in the revenues of the
caftle and fanka, which were eftimated at
two lacks of rupees per annum.

Prarrass CHAN, who had been naib, or
deputy-governor, to MEAH ATCHUND, and,
properly {peaking, the a&ing magiftrate, had
regulated the police to the fatisfation of
the whole city; it was therefore propofed to
have him for governor, fince he had fuf-
ficiently thewn how well he was qualified
for it by his conduét and behaviour while he
afted as fecond.

Thefe propofals were the more readily
approved and accepted, as the Engliﬂ] com=
plained that they had been often grievoufly
opprefled by frauds, extortions, and many
impediments thrown purpofely in the way
of their bufines; as alic by frequent in-
fults, violences, and even murders, com-
mitted on their fervants, with a total difre-
gard to the protettion and privileges of the
Company.

It was allo a confideration of no fmall

weight,
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weight, that the pofleflion of the caftle
would be a fecurity againft entertaining ap-
prehenfion of the Marattas,

Thefe were arguments for undertaking
fuch an enterprize at any time; but what
determined the prefidency of Bombay to
come to a decifive refolution on the fubjet,
and at laft caufed the expedition to take
place, was the weight and influence of the
fquadron of men-of-war which was at
Bombay in the year 1759, under Adwmiral
Pocock, who promifed to reinforce the
Company’s armament with two of his fhips.

Mr. Errrs had taken great pains to ob-
tain a thorough knowledge of the ftate of
affairs, and interefts of the feveral perfons
concerned in the government of the city
and caftle, during his refidence there ; and
had, with no lefs judgment, concerted a
plan for fettling it upon a better eftablifh-
ment.

Mr. SeenceRr, who fucceeded Mr. ELL1s,
communicated to the governor and council
of Bombay, the beft information he could
procure of the pofture of affairs in Suraz, in

the beginning of the year 1759.
He
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He wrote, that he found MEAH ATcHuNp
governor of the town, but with fo little
power, that the SippeE did not {fo much gs
leave him the nomination of the officers pro-
perly belonging to him ; and thofe of the
SIDDEE’s party, who bad been moft inftru-
mental in lowering the authority of Ar-
CHUND, were-apprehenfive of his entertain-
ing a correfpondence with the Marattas.

The dread of thofe ravagers, and the
frequent murders which were committed
with impunity, fince the government of the
city had ceafed to be refpeétable, had intimi-
dated the inhabitants to {o great a degree,
that many confiderable traders and people
of fubftance had left the place, entertaining
at the fame time, apprehenfions of being
plundered in the conteft between the two
parties; and thofe who ftaid, were fincerely
defirous that the caftle fhould be in the
hands of the Englith Company, from the
confidence, which they alleged, that they had
m the Englith, and the opinion they enter-
tained of the humanity and juftice of their
government ; trufting, that o long as they
peflefled the caflle, they would have influ-

€nce
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ence enough in the town to prevent the
violence and oppreflion which had too long
raged without controul.

Befides the invitation from the whole
mercantile intereft, overtures were made to
Mr. Seencer by two of the principal men
in the government, Sippee JAFFIER and
Veriey Urran, who engaged to contri-
bute all in their power towards fecuring the
caftle and fanke for the Company, upon
condition that they fhould agree to make
Puarrass CraN governor of the town; or
in cafe it thould be found too great a dif-
ficulty to fet ArcHuND afide, that the Com-
pany thould bring PHARRAss CHAN to Sz-
raf, with their forces, and place him in the
government, by agreement, as maib, or de-
puty-governor, to ATCHUND.

The principal motive of SIDDEE JAFFIER
was the prefervation of his large property,
which he could not but apprehend to be in
great danger under fo anarchical a govern-
ment, notwithftanding his influence with
both parties.

VeLrey Urrpan aéted upon .different
principles : he had formerly been a depen-
dant on Novas ALLEE CHAN, and had

facrificed
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facrificed him to Mean ArTcHuND, with
whom he held the fame place, but with a
greater degree of influence ; and this he was
fuppofed to ufe without any fcruple, for
betraying his new mafter to the Sippee:
conicious of this, and aware of the diftruft
which ArcHunp muft naturally have of
him, from his known infincerity, he was
for embracing any opportunity of fecuring
him/felf, by overthrowing or weakening that
power which he had juft reafon to fear.

From the charaéter of thefe people, there
was very little reliance to be placed in their
profeffions of friendfhip, and promifes of af-
fiftance ; it was therefore of much greater
confequence to the fuccefs of the defign, to
examine into the force that was to oppofe it,
than to be vainly looking after that which
was too precarious to be depended on for
fupport.

It was foon difcovered that the Sipper
had about two thoufand men in pay; after
dedufling from which, fuch as were em-
ployed in domeftic fervices, or kept merely
for parade, there might remain a body of
about feventeen hundred, compofed of va-
rious people, Moors, Gentoo., Arabs, Pa-

tans,
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tans, and others ; but they were allowed to
be a better corps than ATCHUND's fepoys,
who were in number about four thoufand.
To this body were to be added fuch a num-
ber as they could be expeted to raife upon
the news of the preparations at Bombay for
an intended attack. At the fame time it
was confidered, that a body of men fo raifed
could be no great addition of real ftrength,
fince they were not likely to behave thern-
felves as foldiers, on the mere confideration
of a few days’ pay, well knowing that they
fhould be difcharged as foon as ever the
affair was decided. There feemed, there-
fore, to be but one thing to be apprehended,
which was, that ArTcHunDp, or even the
SippEE, might, in diftruft of their own
ftrength, fly to the defperate refource of
calling in the Marattas.

The prefidency of Bombay, now fully ap-
prized of all particulars, and being princi-
pally upon their guard againft the laft-men-
tioned fatality, determined upon attempting
the enterprize. No danger was to be ap-
prehended by fea, for, befides the affiftance
of two fhips from the fquadron of Admiral
Pocock, it is to be obferved, that the Sip-

DEE,
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DEE, who enjoyed the fanka on condition
of keeping up a fleet for the Mogul, had
fo far fallen off in the performance of that
condition, that his marine was by no means
capable of oppofing the fhips of the Com-
pany.

The troops appointed for the expedition
confifted of eight hundred and fifty Euro-
peans, artillery and infantry, and fifteen
hundred fepoys ; they were under the com-
mand of Captain MAITLAND of the royal
regiment of artillery, and embarked on
board of the Company’s armed veflels, com-
manded by Captain WATson, who failed on

the gth of February, and landed them on
the fiftecnth *,

When Captain MarTLAND approached
the town, he found that fome of the Sip-
DEE's people had taken poft in the French
garden, whence he diflodged them, after a
hot difpute of four hours, in which he loft

twenty men. He then dire@ed the engi-
neer to look out for a proper place for a bat-

* The troops were landed at a place called Dentilsaury, about

nine miles fron. Surer, where they encamped three or four
days, for refrefment. T,

tery,
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tery, which was erefed in the night, and on
the next day, and alfo on the three following,
a brifk fire was kept up from two four-and-
twenty pounders, and a thirteen-inch mortar.
The enemy had taken poffeffion of the Eng-
lith garden (wharf®, and the Siddee’s bunder
(jenghi bander, or cuftom-houfe), and had fe-
cured them with works and ftrong pallifadoes.
After this continued firing, without any ap-
parent effet, Captain MaITLAND called 2
council of war, compofed of military and
marine officers, when they concerted a plan
for a general attack, and refolved to carry
it into execution the next morning. In
purfuance of this plan, the Company’s grab
and bombketches * warped up the river in
the night, and anchored oppofite to the
bunder early in the morning ; and then a
general attack began from the veflels and a
battery, with a defign to drive the enemy
from their batteries, and fo facilitate the
landing of the infantry, who were embark-
ed on board the boats. The firing lafted
tll after eight, when, upon a fignal made,

* The large fhips were of no ufe, the Bomday grab of
twenty guns, and four bombketches, being the only veflels
that had water enough to go into the river, .

the
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the boats put off, and landed under cover of
the veflels, the military being greatly af-
fifted by the conduét and gallant behaviour
of Captain WaTtsoN. They foon put the
cnemy to flight, and took poffeffion of all
the outer town.

There ftill remained the inner town and
caftle. In order to attack them both at
once, three mortars were planted at the dif-
tance of about feven hundred yards (one
hundred and feventy-five roods) from the
caftle, and five hundred yards (one hundred
and twenty-five roods) from the wall of

the inner town.
About fix in the morning the mortars be-

gan to play very brifkly, and continued to do
{o till two the next morning. The cannonad-
ing and bombardment put the befieged into
fuch a confternation, that they never re-
turned one gun.

Several meflages paffed, during the attack,
between the principal perfons in the town,
and Mr. SeeNcER, who ufed his utmoft en-
deavours to place PuarRrass CHAN in the
government ; but it appeared that his friends,
notwithftanding the hopes they bad given,
made not the leaft effort in his behalf, even

after
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after the Englith had been two days in pof-
feflion of the outer town, but fignified to
Mr. SepeNcERr, that they chofe PHARRAS
Cuan fhould be #asb, and that the govern-
ment fhould be continued to ATCHUND.

Thefe confiderations, added to the ex-
pence of ftores, and the lofs of men by the
cafualties of war and defertion, made it im-
prudent to perfift in bringing in PHARRAss
CuaN, againft the inclination of his former
partizans, and the intereft of ATcHUND,
who, thould he be thereby provoked to unite
with the SippeEe, might fruftrate the whole
defign. It was therefore agreed to propofe
this plan to Arcuunp and his party, offer-
ing to fecure the government to him on con-
dition of PuarrAss CHAN being made nasb,
and the Englifh eftablithed in the pofleffion
of the caftle and zanka. Mr. SPENCER ac-
cordingly fet on foot a treaty with AT-
cHunD, and the following agreement was
ratified on both fides :

« Agrecable to your defire, I fent a per-
“ fon to you, by whom you advifed me ver-
“ hally of your demands; and with fincerity
¢ of heart I now write the particulars I can
“ agree to, which are as follows :”

[AtcuHurDp's
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[ATcruwp's Seal.]
¢ Article I, ThatFrar-
¢ gass Cuan thall be ap-
# pointed to the office of
% waib, in its greateft ex-
é tent, as in the time of
% Syrrpath Craw, and
& nobody but himfelf fhall
& interfere in thefaid poft.”
% II. That whatever ar-
 ficles Puarnass Cuan
 has given in writing, or
& promifed, to the honour-
¢ able Company (the par-
% ticulars of which cannot
% be drawn out at prefent,
% and muft be deferred till
* we can meet), fhall be
« fully complied with,with-
¢ put the leaft diminution.”
& II1. That the Mecea-
&t gate fhall be opened, and
& gyr troops admitted, and
4 we fhall join our. forces,
¢ to drive our enemy out
& of the town.”
©IV. The above articles
% a perfon in your behalf
4 demanded, all which I
¢ apree to, and will com-
« ply with, and the go-
# yernment fhall be con-
& tinued to me in full an-
¢ thority ; and to theabove
¢ | have put my own feal,
& and Meer CooTBoDEEN
# will

[CoaTBODEEN; Seal.]

% Article I. Agreeableto
% this article, I fully con-
“ fentto Puamrass CHAN'S
“ appointment,”

¢ JI, Whatever Paar-
“ wass Caaw has written,
¢ gr promifed to do for the
# honourable Company, 1
& will ftand to without the
& leaft alteration.”

& III. The Meeea - gate
4 fhall be opened, your
% troops admitted,and join-
¢ ed by mine, to drive out
¢ the enemy."

& IV. Agreed to; and
& that we fhall af jointly
& in turning the enemy out
% of the town. Whatever
* the honourable Company
“ have demanded, I agree
[ 1] m.!F
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“ will fign and feal the
¢ fame, after which you
« muft fend a counterpart
& of this writing, with the
¢ honourable Company's
¢ {eal affixed.”

A counterpart of the above articles were
fealed with the honourable Company’s feal,
and fent to ATcHUND, on the fourth of
March, 1759.

As foon as thefe articles were executed,
Arcuunp. immediately opened the inner
town gate, and ordered a party of men to
affift in bringing the SIDDEE to terms ; who
being acquainted with this junétion, was
convinced that it muft be impoffible for him
to hold out againft their combined force, and
the general voice of the people.

After many repeated meflages, with a
variety of propofals, it was at laft agreed,
that the S1ppEE’s people fhould have liberty
to march out with their arms and accoutre-
ments, and alfo be permitted to take away
all their valuable effefts, and even the com-
mon furniture of their houfes.

The whole of this was effefted with the
greateft regularity, and the Englilh were
peaceably put in poffeffion of the caftle and

tanka.
The
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The guns and ammunition found in the
caftle were fecured for the Company, as alfo
the vellels and naval ftores, till fuch time as
the Mogul’s pleafure was known. As {oon
as the grants arrived from Debly, appointing
the Company admiral to the Mogul, the
fhips and ftores belonged to them, of courfe,

as part of the fanka *.
The

# [t fhould be remarked, that thefe grants were folicited and
obtained before the murder of the Mogul, and the revolution
at Debly; and arrived fome time after the reduftion of the
caftle. The two principal grants were as follows:

Firman, or order, under the grear Mogul’s feal, and under-
fealed by his vizier, for the honourable Company's holding
the government of the caltie of S.rv.

¢ Let the renowned among the people, the Englith Com-
% pany, hope for his majelty’s favour; and be it known unto
s them, that in thele happy and viftorious times, his majefty
¢ has been plealed, out of his great grace and favour, 10 grant
unto them the &illideres, or government, of the caftie of
¢ Ssraty on its being taken from Mussoor Acamen Cuan;
4 it :herefore is requifite that they ihould be very grateful for
& this his majefty’s favour, and lock particularly to the welfare
* of the caltle, keeping proper order and dif-:pline among the
& troops, and having provifions, ftores, and ammunition al-
¢ ways in readinefs, as has been ufual, which is ftrictly and
*¢ efpecially required of them by his majefty.”

 Given on the eleventh day of Muborem, and in the fixth
& year of his majefly’s reign (or 4th of September, 1759).”

Heaftul Hovkumsy or order, under the feal of the nabob vizier,

Uima

°

-
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The killed and wounded on the fide of
the Englith, in this expedition, did not
amount to more than one hundred Euro-
peans, but the 1ofs by defertion was greater.

This particular account of the tranfaion
is drawn from the Account of the War in
India, by RicHArRp OweN CAMBRIDGE»
printed at London, 1761 ; where likewife
are detailed the articles of agreement which
the Englith entered into with the Marattas
on this head ¥,

The

Urma Mareck Bauapous, to the Englilh Company, ac-
companying the firman.

« May his majefty’s favour ever remain upon the brave and
# poble Englith Company. It has pleafed his majefly to grant
“ unto you the office of killedar (or caftle-governor) of the
& bunder of Surar, vacant by the difmiffidn of Horris Auzo
¢ Craw; as alfo the office of derega (or admiral) of the great
& fleer of the waid bunder, vacant by the difmiffion of Sinpee
¢ Yacoop Cuaw. Therefore, agreeable to hie order, you
¢ are now diredted to take particular care of the proper ex-
% ecution of the above offices, by looking well to the welfare
% of the caftle, and prefervation of tie merchants, &c. on the
# high feas, keeping them clear of pirates and rovers who
“ may infeft them, This is pofitively required of you.” T,

#= The following are the articles of agreement, between
the Englith Company, and the Marattas, alluded to:

s [, Asthe Sippee at Swrar has not only become trouble-
s fome for many years to the honourable Company, the
% Circar (the Maratta officers), the merchants, &c. but has

¥oL. I, ¢ poflelled
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The accounts which were given me of
the matter in our faftory at Suraf, differ, in
fome

# paffefled himfelf of the cafile, and ufurped the government
“ of the place, to the entire ruin of trade, and of the city
“ of §rat; it is therefore agreed, between the Circar and
 the honourable Company, to turn him out of Srur, that
¢ every body may be eafy there, to purfue his own advan-
* tage, and for the general benefit of the place.”

£ II. That the Englifh fhall have the fole power and au-

“ thority to make any man nabob there, and the Circar thall
# approve fuch eleftion without hefitation ; and they (the
¢ Engiifh) fhall have the fame power and authority to turn
him out, by informing the Circar, who will not have
any objeftion to it, fhould he prove a bad man, in any
refps&, towards the merchants, or any body elfe.”
¢ 1II. That the nabob, &c. fhall make no alterations in
# the cuftoms on goods, &c. but let that article, and every
* thing elfe, remain as at prefent.”
* IV. That the caftle, when taken, fhall be poffeffed by
the Englifh, and they fhall have the fole command of it
¢ for the fafety of the place, and benefit of the government,
¢ and for which they fhall receive the ufual allowance.”

% V. That when the SippeE at Surar is turned out, the
# tania which he had for maintaining a Aeet, thall be divided
¢ yearly in three fhares, viz. to the Circar, to the Company_
¢ and to the Nabob, each one-third.”

“ VI. That the Circar fhall receive, as ufual, from the
“ government, what is juftly due to them, and pay out of it
¢ what is due to Damajee, bot both the Circar's and Dramsjee’s
“ officers and people are to give afliftance, for the greater im.
¢ poit and export of geods, &c..to and from Swrar,”

“ VIL That the nabob, or governor, of Surar fhall re,

L1 cEel 'I'ﬂ"_

-

-

&
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fome meafure, from the foregoing ; they
were as follows :

The governor of the city of Surar was,
in the year 1750, a Moor ¥, of an obfcure

% ceive, as ufual, what is due to him from the Circar 2nd
& Damajee, for the country without Swrar gates.”

# VIII. That fhould there be any quarrel or difturbance
% within the town, and there be an occafion for puttinga
“ ftop to any thing any where out of the gates of Suray, the
# Circar's people are to do or defift from the fame, conforma-
“ ble to the defire of the Englith, and not etherwife; and
% thofe officers and people are not to offer to meddle in any
¢ affairs of the Surar government, or fhew any moleftation to
% the fame,"”

After thefe propofals, it was extremely difficult to manage
the Marattas, who were continually interfering. During the
fiege, a body of their troops approached Sirar, and defired to
be admitted to ad in concert with the Englifh: but as fuch
an affair would have difgufted the Moors in the town, Mr.
Syewcer managed fo as to wave it without offence; ufing, at
the fame time, all poflible pfmuﬁuné to prevent the Marattas
from having any intercourfe with the S1ppee, or ATcHUND,
with both of whom they bad been tampering, notwith{tand-
ing their profeffions to the Company. At laft he found it
necelfary to declare, that he would not allow of any force
appearing before the place, while the Englifh were carrying
on their operations againft it. T.

# Mr. Camsrince aptly remarks, that it is a great im=
propriety to call the Mahomedan conquerors of India by the
name of Moors; and yet, as the writers of all nations have
always given them that appellation, it would now be 2 greater
impropriety to deviate from that ufage. T,

origin,

63091
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origin, who had raifed himfelf into import-
ance by treachery, and maintained his ill-
gotten power by corruption, and by the aid
of the Englith  He acknowledged, it is
true, the great mogul for his lord para-
mount, but he paid little regard to his com-
mands, He had likewife, it is true, feveral
co-regents, who, on account of their great
wealth, were much looked up to by the in-
habitants ; but they had very little to fay
in the actual adminiftration of the govern=
ment. He had even fucceeded in intro-
ducing his fon as governor of the caftle,
who was a youth, who dared not do any
thing without the concurrence of his fa-
ther; fo that the governor of the city was,
at that time, if not wholly independent, yet
entirely uncontrouled in his local govern=-
ment,

This, however, was not of long duration ;
for the SippEE making himfelf mafter of
the caftle, his great power, Joined to a con.
fummate and artful policy, enabled him to
fettle almoft every thing according to his
own liking : the governor was even obliged
to fubmit to him, though externally the
SIDREE paid every refpe& to his office.

Asg
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As long as this Siopee lived, he kept
every thing in properorder. His moderation
and equity prevented him from aéting with
much injuftice ; the inhabitants enjoyed a
tolerable ftate of tranquillity ; he took care,
in particular, that the Englith did not over-
ftep the bounds of law and authority, when
they thought they might freely launch out
into exceffes, upon the ground that they had
afforded aid to the governor of the city.

But no {ooner did this SippeEe die, but
all was replete with confufion : his fon and
fucceflor being ftill a child, could not be
equal to his father in abilities, nor keep the
city in repofe and peace : the flames of civil
contention began to rage anew between
thofe who afpired to the government, and
who, in their turns, fucceffively eftablifhed
and depofed each other. One party had
recourfe for affiftance to the Marattas; an-
other called in the aid of the Englith. As
the latter conceived that thefe commotions
were very advantageous for their intereft,
they formed a plan for getting poffeffion of
the caftle, and keeping it in their power for
ever.

For that purpofe, and in order to give the

greater
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greater appearance of juftice to their caufe,
they firft entered into articles of agreement
with a certain Moor, called Faris Cuan,
who was at that time #zaib, or deputy of the
governor, which were figned at Bombay, on
the 12th of March,1758, and a copy where-
of, written in the Perfian language, was
fent by Faris Cuan himfelf, after he had
conceived fome difguft with the Englifh, to
our direftor SEnr, and which is ftill pre-
ferved among the Company's papers at Surat,
being as follows :

Tranflation of the Perfian contrad, Signed be-
tween the Englifb Company and Faris
CHAN, &y the mediation of Ricuarp
BourcRIER, governor of the ifland of Bom-
bay, in the month Reuel, or, according to the
Europeanaccount, onthey 2th of March,1758,

¢ Article I. The Englith Company fhall
“ be bound to eftablith the faid Farrs
“ CHAN as governor of Surat, by force of
men and fhips, to place him in that
vernment, and to give him their affiftance
to maintain him in it.”
“ 1I. The caftle of Surat, together with
its revenues, the ufual amount of the pay

“ﬂf

[13
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of the Sippeg, fhall remain with the
Englith Company, who fhall enjoy the
whole, in the fame manner as the Sip=
DEE.”

¢ JII. Farts Cuan fhall be bound to
take the charges of this war for his ac-
count, and to defray them, out of the
reveniles and duties of Surar, which fhall
be fpecially bound as fecurity for the
fame.”

¢ JV. Befides which, Farrs CuAn fhall
further give, as a donation to the Euro-
pean land and marine forces, two lacks
of rupees, in order that they may not
plunder the town, which fum fhall be
levied upon the merchants and meney<
changers.”

« V. The city-gate, fituated by the
waterfide, and called Molnakeerkee, thall
always remain in the pofiefiion of the
Englifh, without that the governor thall
be allowed to difturb them in the leaft
therein. They fball likewife have two
other gates, one in the inner, and an-
other in the outer town; for their free

and uncentrouled ingrefs and egrefs, with-
“ out
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out that any one fhall ftop or hinder them
therein.”
« V1. Agrecable to the privileges granted
by firmans to the Englith Company, they
thall, together with the merchants under
their protetion, be permitted to profe-
cute their trade, according to cuftom,
without being at all obftruéted by the
government therein.”
“ VII. The other European merchants
fhall alfo freely profecute their trade,
agreeable to the tenor of the grants they
have obtained from the emperor, without
being obftruéted by any one therein.”
« VIII. Faris Caan fhall continue to
pay to the Marattas one-third part of the
revenues of Suratf, in the fame manner as
they have, for feveral years, received that
allotment.”
(underneath)
The Seal of the Englith Company.
(and figned)
“ RiceHARD BoUrcHIER,
“ Faris CHAN.”
“ This tranflation is made from a copy
of the aforefaid contraét, delivered by the

“ faid
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% {aid Faris Cuan himfelf, to the brokers
¢ of the honourable Company, MANTCHER=
“ g1, and GovENRAM.”
(underneath)
“ Tranflated as diftated by the Com-

¢ pany’s brokers.
(figned) « W. Smit.”

This agreement with Faris CHAN be-
ing thus made, the prefidency of Bombay
fent orders to Mr. SPENCER, their chief at
Surat, to leave no means untried in order
to fecure the friendfhip of thofe who might
be able to oppofe their enterprizes. As this
gentleman was perfeétly well adapted for
fuch a commiffion, he foon effeéted the ne-
ceflary arrangements, and he had the ad-
drefs not only to corrupt one of the princi-
pal officers of the S1ppeE, who commanded
in the caftle, for twenty thoufand rup:es (of
which only five thoufand were afterwards
paid), but he engaged Mr. TAILLEFORT,
the then dire&or of our Company at Surat,
to remain perfeétly inaétive, and not to in-
termeddle at all in the affair; and as the
oppofition of the Dutch was the greateft
obftacle which he had to apprehend, he did

not
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not find much difficulty, after this bar was
removed, the SipDEE betrayed, and the
governor of the city deftitute of authority,
to get pofieflion of a town very ill provided
with the means of defence.

This narrative, which appears to me to
bear more marks of veracity than that of
the Englith, might afford fufficient matter
for odious reflections, which will naturally
prefent themfelves to the mind of every im-
partial reader.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER V.

Great Power of the Englifb at Sur AT.—Their Abufe
of it.—Particular Inflance of their Opprefficn.—
Wretched Condition of the Natives—War between
vhe Englifb and the Maraitas—Occafion of it, €F¢.—
The Expence of the Englifb Eftablifoment at SuraT
exceeds their Iucome frem it. — Some Particulars
refpecting their Faflory.—The French Faifory and
Garden.—Humiliations they fuffer from the Englifb.
—Tbe Portuguefe. — Their Trade. — When the
Dutch were firft eftablifbed bere.

THE Englith have now fo firmly eftab-
lifhed themfelves here, that they give laws
to all others ; and neither Europeans nor In-
dians can do any thing without their fpecial
approbation.

The governor of the city, or nabob, does
not, in this refpe@, differ from the loweft
inhabitant ; he muft obey their commands,
although they fhew him externally fome
honour, and will not, in public, allow that he
is fubfervient to them.

To give but one inftance of their tyranny,
as likewife of the implicit obedience which

the
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the nabob pays to their mandates, I will re-
late the following occurrence, which took
place during the time I was at Surat.

A large number of horfes having been
brought to Surat, from the interior parts of
the country, for fale, two of them were pur-
chafed by the warchoufekeeper of our com-
pany, Mr. Van C——, for {feven hundred
rupees, and the money was immediately paid
to the feller; after which the purchafer
had the horfes carried to his ftable. It
chanced that the lady of the French conful
* % * had juft before caufed an offer to be
made for them ; but as the price could not be
agreed upon, the horfes were fold to Mr.
VAN C——. The lady was a high-minded
woman, and conceived that fhe ought to
have the preference above others; fhe ac-
cordingly intimidated the feller, who was an
Indian, by means of the Englith chief, Mr.
GAMBIER, to fuch a degree, that he came
to Mr. VAN C——, entreating him to take
back the purchafe-money, and to give up
the horfes ; but Mr. VAN C—— not liften-
ing to his requeft, Mr. GAMBiER fent to afk,
in his own name, for the horfes, threaten-
ing that, in cafe of refufal, he would make

his
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his own people fetch them out of the ftable
or would take them away from before the
carriage,whenever they came over the Englith
garden ; upon which the owner returned for
anfwer, that he thould wait the iffue of Mr.
GAMBEBIER’S menaces.

Gamprer and the French conful, but
clpecially the former, who made it a point
of honour to gain poflefiion of the horfes,
got the nabob to interfere in the bufinefs.
Accordingly, a fewdays afterwards, the nabob
fent to Mr. Van C——, requefting that he
might have a fight of the horfes, which were
the occafion of fo much diffention ; he de-
fired that they might be fent to his court, or
durbar ; and he fent affurances to Mr. Van
C , with the moft folemn affirmation,
upon his word of honour, that it was only
to fatisfy his curiofity, and that as foon as he
had viewed the horfes, he would fend them
back again.

Mr. Van C——, relying upon the folemn
affurance, and the word of honour of the
nabob, fent the horfes to him. They were,
however, no fooner in his power, than he
fent word to Mr. Van C—— that it was
impoffible for him to fulfil his promifes, as
Mr. GamBIER pofitively infifted upon having

the
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the horfes ; but he offered to give two of his
own horfes inftead of them, which Mr. Van
C—— might choofe from among the beft in
his ftables, or that he would pay to Mr.
Van C the money which he had dif=
burfed for the horfes : but this offer was re-
je€ted; and Mr. Van C returned for
anfwer, that he expeéted to have his horfes
back again.

But he obtained no redrefs, the horfes
were carried from the durbar to the French
factory; Mrs. * # ¥ and Mr. GAMBIER Ob-
tained their withes, and Mr. Van C——
Joft his beautiful horfes.

I believe that complaints were made by
the Company on this fubject, but no more
regard was paid to thefe than to the repre-
fentations of private perfons.

Hence it may eafily be conceived, that,
as the Englith aét in fo arbitrary and cavalier
a manner towards the nabob, and the go-
vernors of the place, the poor natives are
in a much worfe condition, having neither

courage, money, power, nor protetors, to
procure juftice to be done to them.

Trade, too, has been declining from day
to day ever fince the Englith have played
the mafters here, as has been more than

once
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once teftified to me by the company’s brokers,
and by many principal Banian merchants.

They prefs the labourers and manufaétu-
rers into their own fervice, and pay them no
more than they think fit, and fometimes
nothing at all.

The common people are compelled by
them to ferve as foldiers, and their lawful
governors do not oppofe it. They cover the
whole by the plaufible allegation that they
bear arms in the fervice of the mogul, and
not in that of the Company.

Nothing remains, therefore, for the unfor-
tunate inhabitants of Suraz, but to offer up
their prayers to the fupreme Being whom
they adore, for deliverance from the tyranny
of a nation, that know no bounds in pro-
fperity, and offer up, without fcruple, the
welfare of all others at the fhrine of their
own intereft, regardlefs of the happinefs or
mifery of their fellow-creatures.

They thus not long ago involved their
company in a war with the Marattas, the
profpeéts whereof are not now at all favour-
able to them.

The prince of the Marattas, who, from
his capital city, fituated in the interior parts

of
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of the Deckan, was called king of Poonab,
baving been made away with a few years
before, by his brother, Raca Bouwa *, the
murderer made himfelf mafter of that city
and of the empire, to the prejudice of his
nephew, the fon of the former king, without
any apparent oppofition from any one.

Having, as he conceived, nothing more
to fear, he left Poonab, to vifit an old princefs
who refided a few days’ journey off, and to
whom, as feems, from the accounts of this
tranfaltion, to be the cafe, the Maratta
princes perform fome a& of homage, upon
their acceflion to the throne, in order to be
confirmed by her in the government.

The widow of the late king, and mother
of the injured young prince, who had, by
the powerful agency of corruption, brought
moft of the head-men to favour her attempt,
all which, by her dexterous management,
remained a profound fecret to the ufurper,
took this opportunity to feize upon the capi-
tal city, Poonab, in behalf of her fon, and to

* Otherwife Rogawavt-now, The wars carried on by
the Britith in India, during and fubfequent to this period,
have been recorded in fo many narratives gven to the public,
that itis needlefs to add any thing Lere on the fubjed. 7.

purfue
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purfie Raca Bouwa with a confiderable
body of forces. Unable to withftand her
troops, the ufurper fled to Surat, and threw
himfelf into the arms of the Englith, to
whom he made an offer to pay them eighteen
lacks of rupees, if they would join their forces
to his, and reinftate him in the poffeffion of
his kingdom.

This propofal was accepted by the prefi-
dency of Bombay; and reafons of fufficient
plaufibility were adduced, to make it appear
a meafure well adapted to promote the in-
terefts of their company. It was fettled, that
a certain part of the eighteen lacks of rupees,
promifed by Raca Bouwa (which, however,
was not a very large portion ) thould be allot-
ted to the company, in reimburfement of the
expences of the war, whilft the greateft part
of that fum was appropriated to their own
ufe by the governor and council of Bombay,
as a {mall recompence, forfooth, for the
trouble which the profecution of this war
would put them to.

The event, however, by no means an-
{wered their expeétations. The army of the
queen, inceflantly aétive to harafs the troops
of Raca Bouwa, and his Englifh allies, at

laft
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aft defeated them entirely in the year 1774 3
andthey hadeven got poffeffion of the artillery
of the Englifh, when their thirft of plunder
loft them that advantage : the remainder of
the united army was, however, forced to fly,
with the tyrant, to Baroche, whilft the Poonah
army laid wafte the countryr ound Sura#, and
pillaged all the villages, even burning down
to the ground the country-feat of the Englith
broker at Poule-parre, which is no more than
one Dutch mile from Surat, which city was
in confequence thrown into the greateft con-
fternation, as the enemy were expected to
inveft it every moment ; but they retreated,
without making any attempt upon the city.

Raca Bouwa remained, in the mean
while, in the Barocke country, where he did
the fame thing as the army of Poonab did
in the parts which they vifited. He defolated
the furrounding country, and extorted as
much money as he poffibly could from the
inhabitants, without which it would have
been impofiible for him to fatisfy the hungry
bellies and empty purfes of his Englith
friends, whofe officers fared well by this
campaign, efpecially thofe belonging to the
artillery.,

In
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In the mean time a new governor * had
arrived in Bengal from Europe, who, when
informed of this war, fent immediate orders
to the prefidency of Boméay, to fufpend all
operations, for the fpace of fix months, or
till further orders were given.

Raca Bouwa and his confederates, thus
difappointed in their views, remained en-
camped with their army, between Barocke
and Surat, till the month of O&ober, 1775,
when he came down, by degrees, as far as
Naffary, fituate a few Dutch miles below
Surat, without, however, being able to re-
frain from leaving behind him, wherever he
pafled, traces of his luft of rapine and de-
ftruétion.

At laft the long-hoped-for permiffion to
continue the war arrived from Bengal, in
the month of December ; and it was afferted
that a large number of troops were arrived
at Bombay from Europe; and, if the accounts
received fhortly before my departure were
true, of which there was no reafon to doubt,
this reinforcement came at a very critical
period, for the queen was faid to be march-
ing with a very large army to attack Raga

* Mr. Hastings, 7T,
Bouwa,
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Bouwa, and that the had encamped with
her forces, at no greater diftance from him
than forty cos, or twenty-two Dutch miles;
whilft one of the native princes,. who had
declared himfelf in favour of the young
prince, followed her footfteps with an aux-
iliary army of fifty thoufand men: againft
this formidable force, RaAca Bouwa had no
more than twenty-eight thoufand men, and
the Englith army amounted only to fourteen
thoufand ; and they were the lefs likely to
make an effe€tual refiftance, as a violent dif-
fention had juft before taken place between
the two armies, in which even blood was
fpilt, arifing from the circumftance that the
Englith had killed fome oxen, which are
cfteemed holy by the Marattas.

From thefe accounts it appears that Surat,
with refpeét to the Englith, is not a head-
fattory, but fubordinate to the prefidency of
Bombay, who fend one of their members to
Surat, under the denomination of chief, to
whom a council is given, in conjun&ion with
whom he fettles all matters occurring at his
fa&ory, fubje&, however, to the approbation
of the governor and council of Bombay.

It is eafily to be conceived, that they drive

the
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the moft profitable trade here ; and yet, their
gains, added to one third of the revenues of
the city, are not fufficient to indemnify their
company, for the heavy expence they muft
incur here, efpecially for the maintenance
of the military force they are obliged to keep
up; and it is faid, that they would not retain
this object of expence, were not Bombay their
chief fettlement in the weftern parts of Hin-
doflan, fituated upon a barren ifland, which
muft draw all its articles of provifion from
this place; and likewife if this eftablithment
did not ferve them as a poft to maintain
themfelves, in this part of Hindoflan.

Befides the caftle, of which they are the
keepers in the name of the great mogul,
they have a lodge, or faétory, in the inner
town, where, equally as we, their merchants
muft refide; as alfo a garden, or wharf,
which lies next to ours, but below it, to-
wards the mouth of the river.

Moft of the members of their council dwell
difperfed in different parts of the inner and
outer town.

One of the members of the council, either
the chief, or the next in rank to him, muft
pafs the night in the city ; and the keys of

the
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the gates, which are ceded to them, are
brought. to him in the evening, and taken
away again in the morning.

The French have likewife their lodge, or

fattory, in the inner town, and a garden,
fituate out of the Macha, or Attua-gate, to
which they have given the name of Be/ Air.
Before the abolition of their company, they
had, like other nations, a chief; but he is
now called the French conful, and-is ap-
pointed as fuch by the king of France.
« They are not allowed, as the other Euro-
pean nations are, to hoift a flagat their factory,
or garden, though this privilege is not denied
them at Chandernagore, in Bengal. 'The
Englith will not permit them to do it here
and they will be deprived of this fatisfaction
as long as that people retain any authority
at Surat. Their conful was forced by the
Englith, not long ago, to deftroy a flight of
fteps behind his garden, defcending towards
the river. The trade of the French here is
likewife of very little importance.

The Portuguefe were the firft Europeans
who eftablithed themfelves here - they are,
at prefent, the leaft in power and refpeét.
Their chief, who, it is faid, is a Jew, was

put



[ iar ]

put under a guard of fepoys by the mogul, or
nabob, in his lodge, or faétory, a fhort time
before my departure ; and he was guarded fo
ftrictly, that fome fepoys were ftationed night
and day in his chamber: this was occafioned
by an affray which had taken place between
his flaves and thofe of the nabob, and re-
fpecting which he refufed to give prpper
fatisiaction.

Their trade is but trifling ; yet it is not
difadvantageous to the manufaéurers of
cloth, for they buy up thofe pieces which
are rejected by us, becaufe they do not agree
with the pattern, and fend them to Goa, and
thence to their fettlements on the coaft of
Africa.

The fhortnefs of the time I was at Surat,
did not permit me to procure any further
information refpecting the foreign nations
that refort to Surat.

The Dutch did not eftablith themfelves
here till feveral years after the Englifh; and,
if we calculate from the arrival of our firft
direftor, PETER VAN DEN BRroEckE, it was
not before the year 1616, that we had any
eftablithed trade here; he left the {enior
merchant, PETEr GirLrisseN, and three

others,
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others, here, to difpofe of the goods they had
brought, with the provifional approbation of
the magiftrates of the city, till further orders
thould come from the king, or great mogul,
to whom letters were written, craving pro-
tection and fupport : but the firft firman was
not receiyed till the year 1618,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VL

Tbe Firmans granted to the Dutch Eaft-India Com-
pany by the Moguls.— Enumeration and Particulars
of them.— Reflections upen them.—Tbey are of little
comparative Importance now that the Mogul Em~
pire is, in @ Manner, fubjelied to the Englifb.

THE JSirmans, or letters-patent, figned by
the great mogul himfelf, by which his will
is made known to his viceroys and lieu-
tenants ¥, are the foundations upon which
all foreign nations build their privilege of
trading in the empire of Hindgflan.

Thofe which the Dutch Company have
obtained from time to time, not without
great trouble, and valuable prefents, are
twenty-nine in number ; of which are pre-
ferved in the Company’s archives in Surat
twenty-two originals, written in the Perfian
language, and feven copies, the originals

* A grant given by the mogul, is called a _frman, or pbir-
maund; by the mogul’s fon, a zyfbawn; by the nabob, a per-
svanna ; and by the vizier, a boufBul-boskum. 7.

whereof
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whereof are kept at our faGtories in Bengal,
and on the coaft of Coromandel.

I will enumerate the privileges granted to
the Dutch by them, one by one, in order to
give a better idea of the grounds upon which
our commerce in the empire of Hindsffan
refts :

L. ‘The firft firman granted to the Dutch
Eaft-India Company, is that of the year
1618 of our era, or 1027 of the Hegira, by
Jenaar Gier Apsur Cuan, prime mini-
fter, or vizier, of SuAu SeL1M, addrefied to
the regents of Suraz, in favour of the fenior
merchant, and pro interim chief, Peter Gic-
LisseN, and contains the following articles :

1. That all help and friendfhip fhall be
thewn to the Dutch, and no more fhall be
exacted from them for cuftoms than is ufual
i Surat.

2. That the merchants who fell and buy
their goods, fhall not be fuffered to be mow
lefted therein,

3- That the prefents which they intend
for the king, fhall be examined at the cufs
tomhoufe, fealed there, and fent thence to
his majefty.

4. That no one fhall be allowed to make

any
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any claim upon the effeés of the Dutch who
may die, but that they fhall be left un-
touched to the difpofition of his lawful heirs.
" 5. That no one fhall interfere in any dif-
putes that may arife amongft them, but that
the fame fhall be left to the decifion of their
own chief, who is put over them.

6. That no one of them fhall be com-
pelled to embrace the mahomedan religion
by force.

7. That, according to ancient cuftom, no
duties fhall be exacted upon the provifions
which they may want for their fhips.

8. That no injuftice fhall be done to
them, under any pretence whatever; and
care fhall likewife be taken that none be
committed on their part.

II. The fecond was granted by Smam
Jenaaw, to PETER VAN pEN Brokcke,
dire€tor of Surat, in the firft year of his
majefty’s reign, being, according to our era,
the year 1627, and containing the following
articles :

1. That the Company fhall be allowed to
make ufe of fuch brokers, as they may
choofe to employ, in their operations of
trade,

2. That
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2. That they fhall be allowed to purchafe
all goods, as indigo, cotton, clotls, filk, falt-
petre, aleativas, and what they may further
ftand in need of, at the market-price, with-
out being hindered, or molefted therein, by
any one.

3- That they fhall have liberty to dif; pofe
of their merchandize at whatever place, to
whomfoever, and at whatever prices, they
may choofe, without being prohibited from
fo doing by any one.

4. That no one fhall impofe a price upon
their goods but themfelves,

5- That no one fhall exa& from them
any thing more than the cuftom and port-
duties, and thefe only to the cuftomary
amount.

6. That cach governor, or chief, of a
diftriét, fhall be obliged to give their goods,
imported or exported, fafe paflage, in and
out of his diftri&t.

7+ And laftly, that they fhall be allowed
to hire a lodge, or fattery, in Agra and
Amedabad.

HIL. The third, granted by the fame Snan
JErAAN, to the diredtor, JoHN vaAN Has-
SELT, 10 the fourth year of his majefty’s

reign,
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reign, being the year 1040 of the Hegira,
and 1631 of the chriftian era, is to the fol-
lowing effeét:

1. That no one fhall be permitted to exa@®
any other cuftom-duty upon the wares, mer-
chandize, &c. of the Dutch, than fuch as
they cuftomarily pay to the government of
Surat.

2. That, therefore, nothing fhall be re-
quired or exacted from them at other places.

3. That they may in confequence fend off
their goods, for the maintenance of friend-
thip, in the lands of the king, with perfeét
tranquillity.

IV. The fourth, granted equally by SHAR
Jenaan, to the direftor, Joun van Has-
SELT, in the fixth year of his majefty’s reign,
or 1042 of the Hegira, in the month Rebuel
Sanee, being the year 1632, ftates:

1. That the Company may hire camels,
carts, and whatever they may further ftand
in need of, without being molefted therein .
by any one.

2. That all governors, rulers, guards, and
others, in places where the Dutch may ar-
rive, thall obey -this order.

3. That
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5. That it 1s their cuftom to hire carts in
Agra.

The fourth article of the firft firman is
plfo confirmed by this.

V. The fifth, granted by the fame prince
to the direftor of Surat, PETER VAN DER
GRrAAF, in the feventh year of his majefty’s
reign, the 1c43d of the Hegira, contains the
following articles :

1. The fifth article of the fecond, and the
firft and fecond articles of the third, firman,
are hereby confirmed.

2. That they, namely, the Dutch, are
exempt from all other charges; and that,
therefore, the governors fhall prohibit all
rajahs, polygars*®, &c. from taking any
thing elfe from the Dutch, and from moleft-
ing them in any cafe.

3. That their brokers who traffic in in-
digo, faltpetre, piecegoods, and other articles,
at dgra, Surat, Cambaya, Baroche, Brodera,
Amedabad, or any where clfe, fhall not, upon
the allegations of others, fuffer any harm, be

put into prifon, or any pecuniary exactions
levied upon them,

* Rajab, a Gentoo prince; polygar, lord of a fmall ter.
ritory. 7.
4. That
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4. That the governors fhall in no wife
moleft them, if they be not guilty of any
crime.

VI. The fixth, given by the fame prince,
to the faid dire&or, VAN DER GRAAF, in
the feventh year of his majefty’s reign, the
1043d of the Hegira, or 1634th of the chrif-
tian era, grants:

1. That thenceforward no one fhall carry
on any trade jn'indign, on account of the
king ; but that article fhall, according te
ancient cuftom, be left free, for all mer-
chants who choofe to purchafe it of the in-
habitants of the country.

2. That the governors fhall therefore
have to take care that their inferior officers,
duans *, regents, and others throughout the
king’s extenfive dominions, and thofe who
are attached to the interefts of his majefty,
thall not interdi& the Dutch from making
purchafes of this article ; but, according to
ancient cuftom, they fhall allow them freely
to make purchafe of it, wherever they
choofe.

* Dyan is a prime minifter, but here feems to mean a de-
puty. T,

3. That
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3. That no. rabadarees ¥, or expences of
roads, fhall be demanded of them, nor fhall
any one be allowed to extort money from
them, in order that they may not be hindered
in the profecution of their trade.

VII. The feventh, given by the fame
prince, to the dire€tor of Suraf, BERNARD
PieTerszooN, in the eighth year of his
majefty’s reign, being the year 1044 of the
Hegira, and 1634 of our era, is to the fol-
lowing effeét :

That Se1r CrAN is hereby ordered, that
no more indigo fhall be purchafed for the
king ; and that neither i:c fhall purchafe any
for himfelf; that this order fhall not be con-
travened by the other regents who ftand
under him, but that the trade in indigo thall
be left entirely to the merchants.

VIII. The eighth, granted, as before, by
the fame prince, to the faid direftor, Pie-
TERSZOON, in the eleventh year of his ma-
jefty’s reign, on the 24th of the month Fa-
madius Sanee, the year 1047 of the Hegira,
or 1638 of our era, contains orders :

* Rabadar is the title of an officer, who has charge of the

highway«, the examination of paffengers, and the colleétion
of cuftoms, where any are there colle@tedy 7
1. That
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1. That nothing fhall be required, at any
place, upon the merchandize imported by
the Dutch into his majelty’s dominions, by
the governors of Amedabad, or by any others,
nor any covetous extortions be practifed to-
wards them.

2. That a free paffage fhall always be al-
lowed for their goods, by the Mintafabad, or
other rivers or roads, to paft the river Zoer,
by Debly.

IX. The ninth was granted by the fame
prince to the Surat direftor, Pave Kroex,
in the fixteenth year of his majefty’s reign,
on the 15th of the month Sabaar, the year
1052 of the Hegira, or 1643 of our era, and
contains—

The confirmation of the firft, fifth, and
fixth articles of the fecond firman.

X. The tenth, granted by the fame prince,
to the faid direftor, Krook, in the fame
year, the fixteenth of his majefty’s reign, on
the i14th of the month Rgmazan, the year
1052 of the Hegira, or 1643 of our era,
ordains :

1. That of the goods purchafed by-the
Dutch in Agra, the ten rupees fhall be taken
as twelve, and thofe purchafed at Amedatad,

or
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or imported there, the ten rupees as ten and
a half, according to which the calculations
of the duties fhall be made.

' 2. That upon the merchandize which
they purchafe at. Brodera, Surat, or the
places adjacent, no more fhall be required
than the invoice or real purchafe prices thew
to be due to the king’s treafury, into which
the cuftoms fhall be paid.

3. That no one fhall take or exaét any
thing more from them.

XI. The cleventh was granted by the
fame prince, to the faid direétor, Kroox, in
the fame year, being the fixteenth of his
majefty's reign, 1052 of the Hegira, or 1643
of our era, on the 14th of the month Sabaan,
enacting :

1. That thenceforward no one fhall be
allowed to require any thing from the Dutch
for rabadarees, for charges, or for duties on
provifions, but fhall permit them to pafs and
repafs without reftraint throughout the king's
dominions, and fhall not moleft them, or
form any claim upon them, as they are de-
clared to be exempt from all im pnﬁ‘tious_

2. That they may take fuch roads, and

make ufe of fuch baiting or refting places,

as
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as they may themfelves judge fit, without
being molefted therein by any one.

3- The firft article of the fecond firman is
repeatedly confirmed, with the addition,

4. That all who infringe this command,
fhall anfwer for their violation of it to the
king.

XII. The twelfth, being granted by the
fame prince, SHAH JEHAAN, to the Surat
dire€tor, ArNoLDp BERNARD MuIskENS, in
the eighteenth year of his majefty’s reign,
on the 2d of the month Yamadius Sance, in
the year 1054 of the Hegira, or 1645 of our
era, orders :

1. That a certain Baguan fhall not in-
trude himfelf into the employment of the
Dutch; but fhall leave to them,to make ufe
of whatever perfon they choofe, as broker.

2. That no more duty, or brokerage, fhall
be taken from them, than is legally claim-
able, agreeable to the king’s former orders,

3. That no one fhall carry their goods
coming from Surat, Periab, and other places,
into the cuftom-houfe, but they fhall be per-
mitted tocarry them home to their own houfes.

4. That the governors of Surat and Ba-

G 2 rocbe
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rocke fhall receive the duties from them,
agreeable to the tenor of the firmans formerly
granted,

XIIL. The thirteenth, granted by the
fame prince, in the time of the Surat direc-
tor, JouN vAN TEYLINGEN, in the twenty-
third year of his majefty’s reign, on the 21t
of the fnonth Rebbi-ul-auwel, the year 1060
of the Hegira, or 1650 of our era, contains
in fubftance ;

That, upon complaints being made by
the Dutch, the governor of Bengal is com-
manded, that no one fhall exact more from
them than is authorifed by ancient cuftom,
and fhall not introduce any new laws or
cuftoms on that head.

XIV. The fourteenth was granted by the
fame prince, in the time of the Surat direc-
tor, GERARD PELGRoM, in the twenty-
feventh year of his majefty’s reign, on the
21ft of the month femadius Sanee, in the
year 1063 of the Hegira, or 1654 of our
era; and by it—

Every one throughout the empire of Hin-
doflan is prohibited, after this firman, to ex-
tort any money from the Dutch, upon any

pretence
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pretence whatever, or for any reafons before
detailed, to moleft them in any fhape, or to
opprefs them by avaricious requifitions.

XV. The fifteenth, granted by the em-
peror Morap Bax, in the time of the pro-
vifional chief at Surat, Isaac Koepyck, on
the 2d of the month famadius Sanee, in the
year 1066 of the Hegira;, or 1657 of the
chriftian era, contains the following articles :

1. The firft article of the fecond, and the
third of the fixth, firman; are hereby con-
ﬁrmed;

2. The Ditch may keep their mokams, or
laydays, at whatever place they pleafe,
without being hindered or molefted therein
by any one.

XVIL The fixteenth was granted by the
emperor AURENGZEBE, to the Surat direor,
and ambaflador from the Dutch Eaft-India
Company to the court of the great mogul,
THEODORE VAN ADRICHEM, in the fifth
year of his majefty’s reign, on the 5th of the
month Rebbi-ul-auwel, in the year of the
Hegira 1071, or of the chriftian era 1662,
and contains the following articles :

1. That the Dutch fhall be freed from

the payment of the one per cent brokerage,
which
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which was included in the 3% per cent duty ;
and that therefore the duty to be paid by
them fhall thenceforward be no more than
21 per cent, according to ancient cuftom.

2. That upon the cloths and other goods,
which they import into Hindsfan from any
place, and for which they purchafe cottons,
indigoe, faltpetre, filks, and other merchan-
dize, at Agra and other places, and carry
them to Suraf and Baroche, after the pay-
ment of two and a half per cent duty, ac-
cording to ancient cuftom, no one fhall take
from them more, either in Suraf or in Ba-
reche, or fhall moleft them in any thing.

3. The third article of the fecond, and
the third article of the third, frmans, are
hereby confirmed.

4. That they may purchafe guods from
whomfoever they pleafe.

5. The firft article of the fecond, and the
firft article of the twelfth, firmans, are hereby
confirmed.

6. That no one fhall require of them
that they fhall carry the copper which they
import to the mint; but, upon payment of
the cuftomary duty, they fhall have full
liberty to convey that article to every part of

Hindoftan,
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Hindgflan, and to difpofe of it to whom they
pleafe; and the purchafer of the fame fhall
equally not be molefted on that account; in
order that they may with confidence and
fafety bring much copper into the country,
according to their promifes, and that there
may always be a plentiful ftock of that
metal on hand.

7. That the merchants and others who
owe them money, fhall not delay the pay-
ment thereof; but that the governors fhall
take care that they recover their money, and
that no one fhall affift their debtors to evade
the payment.

8. That, if among the horfes which they
import, there fhall be any fit for the king,
and he fhall take them, that they fhall be
paid for at the market-price ; and that with
refpect to the others, the proprietors thall be
at liberty to difpofe of them wherever they
may judge moft proper, without being com-
pelled to fell them at Surat.

9. That in any cafe when the prices to
be paid for fuch horfes as may be feleéted
for the king cannot be agreed upon, thofe
horfes fhall be fent to the court, with a feal
about their necks, under the care of confiden-

tial
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tial perfons, in order that the king's fervants
may determine upon the price, and remit
the money.

10. That no one fhall interdiét them, if
any merchants choofe to go by their thips to
Baffora, or other places, paying their paf-
fage to take them on board ; but they fhall
freely be allowed to go; and they fhall equal-
ly have liberty to take on board goods, and
to carry them over.

11. The firft article of the fourth ffrman
is hereby confirmed.

XVII. The feventeenth, granted by the
fame emperor, AURENGZEBE, to the above-
mentioned ambaflador, VAN ADRICHEM>
in the fifth year of his majefty’s reign, on
the sth of the month Rebbi-ul-auwel, in the
year 1071 of the Hegira, or 1662 of our
era, orders :

1. That the governor of Agra fhall not
trouble the Dutch on account of the duties and
other charges which are taken in Montaafa-
éad, nor on account of brokerage on pur=
chafes, nor claim the brokerage of the feller,
otherwife than according to ancient cuftom,

2. That the firft, fecond, and fixth articles
of the third; the firft article of the fourth :

the
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the firft and third articles of the twelfth ;
and the fourth and feventh articles of the
fixteenth, firmans, are hereby confirmed. As
likewife the third article of the fixth Sirman,
with this addition, that no one fhall trouble
them for any rabadarees, or charges of the
road, except upon what is forbidden at the
court of the king, namely, wine and fpiritu-
ous liquors.

XVIIL The cighteenth, granted by the
fame prince to the faid ambaffador, at the
fame time, comprizes—

A repetition and confirmation of the laft
article of the preceding, and of the third
article of the fixth, frmans ; and ordains, that
no obftacles fhall be raifed to the Dutch in
the importation and exportation of their mer-
chandize.

XIX. The nineteenth, given by the fame
prince to the faid ambaflador, on the 1 sth
of the month Rebbi-ul-auwel, in the fame
year, grants:

1. That the Dutch arriving with their
thips before Hougly, Pipley, and Ballafore,
fhall have liberty to anchor in fuch places as
they may choofe.

2. That after payment of the fixed duty

of
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of two and a half per cent upon their goods,
they may convey them to fuch places as
they pleafe ; fell them to whatever mer-
chant they choofe ; purchafe again goods
from the fame, in the manner they may
like beft, and employ brokers in their bufi-
nefs, according to their own choice, with-
out that any one fhall be permitted to in-
trude himfelf into their fervice, contrary to
their liking.

3. That with refpe to the piecegoods,
faltpetre, {ugar, filk, wax, and other articles,
for which they trade in the places fituated in
the provinces of Babar, Bengal, and Orixa,
and which they convey for exportation to
the ports of Hougly, Pipley, and Ballafore,
they fhall not in any wife be molefted.

4. That no one fhall trouble them, on
paffing and repafling, for any charges of the
road, except upon what is prohibited at the
court of the King, namely, wine and {pi-
rituous liquors; but that, on the contrary,
every one fhall be aiding and affifting them
therein, and fhall fhew them all friend-
fhip, in order that they may be enabled to
difpatch their fhips with eafe and fafety.

5. That
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5. That their veflels fhall not be liable to
be prefled into the imperial fervice.

6. That all merchants and others fhall
not feek for delays in fatisfying their debts;
but that, on the other hand, the governors
thall affift the Dutch in recovering their
claims, and fhall not fuffer any one to af-
ford prote€tion or concealment to their
debtors.

7. That thofe Dutch who may have oc-
cafion to travel through the king's domi-
nions, for the tranfa&ion of their bufinefs,
thall be allowed to travel as much, and no
more, than they think fit per day, and to
halt or reft whenever, and wherever, they
choofe, without any one being allowed to
moleft them herein.

XX. The twenticth, iffued by the fame
emperor, AURENGZEBE, during the time of
MoBITCHAR, governor of Surat, in the fe-
 venth year of his majefty’s reign, in the
year 1073 of.the Hegira, or 1664 of our
era, contains :

I. An order to the governor of Surat,
that the Dutch fhall be exempt during one
year from paying of cuftom duty, on ac-

coumt
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count of the courageous repulfe of the troops
of Seva Gi %,

2. That one half per cent, out of the 2%
duty due to the king, fhall be taken off from
the faid duty, in favour of the Dutch and
Englith ; and the government of Surat is in
confequence ordered to take no more than
two per ¢ent upon their merchandize from
that time forwards.

XXI. The twenty-firlt was granted by
the fame emperor, at the time that Joun
Bacuerus was our ambaffador at the mo-
gul’s court, in the thirty-third year of his
majefty’s reign, on the rath of the month
Mokerm, in the year 1099 of the Hegira, or
16go of the Chriftian era, and contains——

The grant to the Company of Eerjam,
with the five villages belonging to it, coms
prized under Palliacatta, in the province of
Hyderabad.

XXIL The twenty-fecond, granted by
the emperor Suan ALewm, at the time of

* A noted rebel during the reign of Avrevczzse, who,
however, by VALENTYN's account, plundered and burnt the
city of Suras, in the year 1665, He died in the year 1680,
but it was not till 16g2 that Avzewczese fubdued his {uns,
who had (ucceeded him, both in his rebellion, and in his deeds
of rapine. T.

the
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the Surat direftor, Joun GroTENHUIS, and
at the requeft of the governor:of Surar,
AMANET CuaAN, in the fecond year of his
majefty’s reign, on the 1gth of the month
Sikaard, in the year y120 of the Hegira, or
1709 of the Chriftian era, determines -

1. That of the twenty lacks of rupees
taken by force, by the merchants of Surae,
from the Dutch, eight lacks and eleven
thoufand rupees fhall be repaid to them.

2. That thenceforward no more than two
and a half per cent duty fhall be charged to
them.

3- That the one and a half per cent ad-
ditional duty charged to them at Baroche
fhall ceafe.

4. That all who travel through Hindoffan,
belonging to, and in behalf of the Dutch
Eaft-India Company, as alfo hrokers and
others travelling on bufinefs, fhall not be
importuned for any rakadarees, or other
charges.

5. That all the governors and other of-
ficers belonging to the diftri& of Hougly are
ordered not to exaét double duty ; but that
they, according to cuftom, fhall continue,
as at Surat, to take 24 per cent duty.

6. That, according to apcicat cuftom, a

place
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place-in the city fhall be granted to the
Dutch Eaft-India Company for their ufe in
carrying on their trade, and likewife another
for a refidence for their chief, within the
city, or in the garden.

XXIIL The twenty-third was granted by
the emperor JEgaaN Daar SuaH, to the
Surat diretor and ambaffador, in behalf of
the Dutch Eaft-India Company, to the
mogul court, Joun Josian KETELAAR, in
the firft year of his majefty’s reigi¥, on the
14th of the month Redje-bul-moredjab, in the
year 1123 of the Hegira, or 1712 of our
cra, by which

All the privileges granted by the eight
firlt articles of the fixteenth firman, are
confirmed and granted anew ; and further—

1. That no one fhall claim any duty of
the Dutch, upon the importation, or ex-
portation, either by water or by land, of
any goods intended for their own ufe, as
clothes, confumables, neceflaries, wrought
gold and filver, manufa&tured copper, jewels,
all kinds of victuals and provifions, &c.

2. That if there are any of the Dutch
who abfent or conceal themfelves, or de-
fert, from the Company’s fervice, the go-
vernors fhall be bound to feize and arreft

them
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them, and to reftore them to' the Com-
pany.

3- That they fhall not be liable to the de-
mandsof the colleors of the jigfia, or head-
money.

4. That the houfe of the deceafed ETTA-
BAAR Cuan fhall be given to the Com-
pany’s {ervants for their refidence for ever,
upon the condition, however, that no an-
gles or embrafures thall be made to it, nor
any great or fmall guns conveyed into it,
and that no other additions fhall be made to it
than that of chambers wanted for dwelling-
places, or of warehoufes for houfing of mer-
chandize, or any other neceffary repairs.

5. That no one fhall moleft them on ac-
count of the ten or twelve horfes which
they annually import, and which are not
worthy of the king’s notice.

XXIV. The twenty-fourth, granted by
the fame prince to the faid ambaffador, at
the fame time, orders ;

1. That the governors of Ecbar-abad
fhall not moleft the Dutch on account of
any rahadarees, charges, or any thing elfe,
which may be taken in Montaas-abad ; nor
fhall they claim the ducs of brokerage from

the
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the feller, but fhall continue to claim them,
according to cuftom, from the purchafer.

2, That their goods fhall not be carried
into the cuftom-houfe, nor fhall any thing be
claimed from them,according toancient ufage,

And further, the firft, {fecond, third, and
fixth articles of the fecond; the firft article
of the fourth ; the feventh article of the
fixteenth; the laft article of the feventeenth;
and the third article of the twenty-third,

Jirmans, are hereby confirmed, and granted
ancw.

XXV. The twenty-fifth, granted by the
fame prince to the faid ambaffador, in the
fame year, on the 15th of the month Redje-
bul-moredjab, contains merely—

The confirmation and renewal of the fe-
cond article of the fecond ; the laft article
of the feventeenth; and the firft article of
the twenty-third, frmans.

XXVI. The twenty-fixth, granted by the
fame prince to the faid ambaffador, in the
fame year, on the 17th of the month Sabaan,
orders ;

t. That, according to cuftom, no duty
fhall be paid upon the merchandize and
other goods, which the Dutch difpofe of

n
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in Agra, Debly, and other places, being
brought through the province of Ameda-
dad 5 neither on the cotton-cloths, and other
goods, which they may purchafe at Cam-
baya, Patan, Dolthabad; Brodera, Baroche,
and other places, and which they carry to
Surat ; as the duty upon the fame is paid
upon their entry at Surat,"being two and a
half per cent.

2. The firft and third articles of the fe-
cond ; the firft article of the fourth ; the
fourth and feventh articles of the fixteenth 3
the laft article of the feventeenth ; and the
fecond article of the: twenty-third, firmans,
are hereby confirmed.

4+ That the imperial officers, governors,
jaqueerdars *, and others, belonging to the
government of Amedabad, thall not be al-
lowed to moleft them (the Dutch) upon
the conveyance of their goods, through their
province.

4. That nothing fhall be taken upon the
goods, intended by the Dutch for their own

* Fagueerdar is the holder of a jagueer, or territory granted
for a particular ufe, either to' maintain a number of. troops,
or keep a fort in repair, and fometimes as a penfion, 7,

con=
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confumption, or clothing, whether imported
by water or by land.

5. The fixth article of the fecond ; the
feventh article of the nineteenth ; and the
third article of the twenty-third, firmans, are
hereby confirmed,

XXVIL. The twenty-feventh was grant-
ed by the fame prince to the aforefaid am-
baffador, KETELAAR, in the {fame year, on
the 14th of the month Redje bul mored jab,
and contains ;

1. Not only the renewal and confirma-
tion of all that was granted by the feven
firft articles of the nineteenth firman, but
likewife,

2. That the governors of Patna, Moor-
Jbedabad, and fuch places as are fituated
upon the river Ganges down to Hougly, thall
not claim of the Dutch any duty on the
geods which they may purchafe in Babar,
and convey, either by water or by land,
to Hougly, as the fame fhall be taken at
Hougly, at the rate of two and a half per
cent.

3. The confirmation of the fecond ar-
ticle of the twenty-third firman.

4. That upon the purchafes of faltpetre,

opium,
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opium, piecegoods; fugar, and other wares,
the appointed duty of tvo and a half per
cent thall be paid at Hougly, and nething
more claimed of the Company; nor fhall
they be at all molefted on that head.

5. That the governors, and guards upon
the roads, fhall not claim any rabadarees, ot
charges of the roads; from the Dutch, in
paffing and repaffing, nor hinder them at all
therein.

6. That the veflels, and authorized fera
vants of the Company, provided with paffes
from the dire&or in Bengal, and loaden with
goods for fale or barter, fhall not by any
means be liable to be prefled in the tet~
ritories of the king: neither fhall they be
detained or fuffer any exaétions, either up-
on arrival or departure, on the part of any
faufdars *, collectors of the revenue, govera
nors, or officers of the fea-coaft.

7. That the governors fhall lend their
affiftance to the Company, for the obtain-
ing of what may be due to them by the

% Faufilar, an officer in all great cities, appointed by the
emperor, who has charge of the police, and takes cogai
gance of sll criminal matters. Sometimes it is one who re-

ceives the rents from the wrmindars, or landholders, and ac~
counts to the government for them. .

weavers,
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weavers, dyers, or others ; and fhall not
prevent them from employing fuch fervants,
brokers, &c. in their fervice and trade, as
they themfelves choofe.

8. That the governors and magiftrates
fhall in all places thew amity to the autho-
rized fervants of the Company, and fhall
attend to their complaints, and fee that juf-
tice be done to them.

g- That the houfe of the deceafed Nour
Arra Cuanw, fituated in the city of Patna,
thall be given to the Company’s fervants,
for their refidence for ever ; upon condition,
neverthelefs, that no angles or embrafures
fhall be made to it, nor any great or {mall
guns conveyed into it, and that no additions
{hall be made to it, unleis of chambers want-
ed for dwelling-places, or of warchoufes for
houfing of merchandizc, or other neceffary
repairs.

XXVIIL. The twenty-eighth, granted by
the fame prince to the aforementioned am-
baifador, KETELAAR, in the fame year, on
the 12th of the month Redje bul mored jab,
contains 3

A confirmion of the third article of the
fixth ; of the fecond and third articles of

the



[ 101 ]

the twenty-third ; of the fifth and feventh
articles of the twenty-feventh; and of the
ceffion mentioned in the twenty-firft, fir-
mans ; likewife, that no one fhall prohibit
them (the Dutch) from taking into their
employ fuch perfons as they choofe to make
ufe of for thejr trade.

XXIX. The twenty-ninth, given by the
emperor, MouaMMeD SuAH, during the
time of the Surat dire&tor, PETer LAaw-
RENCE Rwuoon, in the ninth year of his
majefty’s reign, being the year 1140 of the
Hegira, or 1729 of our era, grants ;

1. That all firmans iflued from time to
time, by former emperors, with refpeét to
the duties to be paid upon the goods of the
Dutch, or otherwife, fthall remain in force,
and that no one fhall claim of them more
than is thereby fixed.

2. That the direftor of Surat fhall be
permitted to purchafe, for his own money,
ground in the Fenki bander, within the outer
city-walls of Swrat, by the riverfide, and
to ereft buildings upon it for houfing of
merchandize, and that no one fhall pre-
vent him from fo doing, or moleft him
therein,

The
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The abeve contains the fubftance of alj

the jfirmans granted to cur Company, which
were all accurately tranflated out of the
Perfian into the Dutch language, by the
order, and during the admintration, of
Mr. JouN ScHREUDER, dirc@or of Suraf,
and afterwards councellor of India.

From them it appears that the trade of
the Dutch Company in the empire of Hin=
doffan, has, from time to time, been en-
couraged with fuch extraordinary privileges,
as if they were, and even more than as if
they were, natives of the country, and the
prince’s own fubjefls, who has taken them
under his {pecial proteéion, againft the op-
preffions and extortions of his licutenants,
governors, &c.

He defifts, in favour of the Company,
from a kind of droit d’aubaine, which equally
exifts here as in France; he withdraws the
decifion of any difputes that may arife
amongft themfelves from the local judges,
and vefts it in themfelves; and he abfolves
them from all conftraint in matters of re-
ligion.

It is, however, certain, that fevera) of
thefe privileges have now and then been

infringed 3
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infringed ; and hence arife the frequent re-
petitions and confirmations of particular ar-
ticles in the feveral firmans, by which may
be evidently feen, the inftability of the au-
thority of the Mogul emperors over their
fubjects.

And as none of thefe monarchs, during
the fpace of onc hundred and eleven years,
in which thefe charters, or letters patent
were iffued, afcended the throne by heredi-
tary or legal right, but only by the law of
the ftrongeft, it appears that, in confe-
quence, the reigning prince did not look
upon the firmans granted by his predecef-
for as obligatory upon himfelf, and that the
Company did not think themfelves fecure
till they had obtained the confirmation of
them from him, by a new firman: and as
at the courts of all the oriental monarchs,
and efpecially at that of the great mogul,
nothing can be obtained without confidera-
ble prefents, the expence of procuring thefe
Jfirmans would have been infupportable to
the Company, had not fortune fo direéted
it, that the monarchs they had to apply to
enjoyed very long-reigns, of whom Sman
Jenaan, and his fon AvrReNGzEBE, to-

gether
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gether, held the reins of government for
full eighty-one years.

However valuable, and of whatever im-
portance, Mr. SureupER confidered thefe
Jirmans to be in his time, they are, how-
ever, at prefent, of little value, as the mogul
emperor polleffes no more power, even over
his own perfon, than the tyranny of the
Englith will allow to him; yet they have
folemnly engaged to guarantee thofe privi-
leges to us; on which fubject I fhall be more
explicit hereafter.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIIL

Fbe principal Fallories formerly belonging to the Direc-
tion of SURAT — viz. in PERSIA —af MocHA
—at WiNGURLA—at AGRA — af AMEDA-
BAD — at BarocHE — at CHirciEs and
Bropera — af CaMBaya.— Short Account of

Jome of thofe Places.— Reafons of the Decline of the

Dutch Trade at SuraT.—Great Profits formerly
made.— Prefent Profits, &c.—Plans for the Im-
provement of the Dutch Trade in this Country. —
Blameable InaZivity of Mr. TalLLEFERT during
the Revolu'ion of 1759 — Injuries and vexaticus
Proceedings of the Englifb towards the Dutch,

THE principal fattories which formerly
belonged to the diretion of Suraz, were thofe
of Perfia ®*, Mocha, Wingurla, Agra, Ame-
dabad, Cambaya, Barocke, Brodera, Chircees,
&c. “ And it appears to me,” fays Mr.
SCHREUDER, in his memorial addreffed to

* The Dutch had formerly fa&ories at Gomérom, Baffora,
,Fdar, Schiras, and Jjpaban in Perfia, but their trade to that
country has been for feveral years entirely abandoned, .

Mr.
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MTr. Pecock, his fucceflor in the dire@ion at
Surat, * that before the Company had any
“ fettled eftablithment at Ceylon, or on the
“ coaft of Malabar, Surat was the chief place
« and ftaple of their whole trade carried on
* throughout this part of the Indian fea;
“ but it did not long remain fo;.our fadory
‘¢ at Surat very foon decreafed in importance,
“ and this will appear moft evident if we
“ take a nearer view of the fituation of each
¢ fubordinate factory.”

*¢ Thole of Perfia, or Gombroon, as this de-
¢ partment was called in the books of the
“ Company, from the principal fatory they
“¢ had in that country, eftablifhed in the year
¢ 1622, were conftituted into an independent
“ fertlement in 1633, and put immediately
* under Basavia. The expences of the navi-
* gation between Bafira and Batavia, ufed
“ to be charged to the account of Surat, but
* no longer than the year 1670, when that
* place was put entirely under Gombragn.”

¢ The faftory at Moacka was eftablithed in
« the year 1620, after two tranfitory expe~
« ditions of trade had becn made thither: it
* has frequently been' abandoned, and as

 often
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# often re-eftablifthed ; but in the year 1686,
# it was equally put under the immediate
# fuperintendence of Batavia.”

¢ The faétory at Winguria, may have been
¢ eftablifhed about the year 1655 *; but, in
# the year 1677, it was taken away from
¢ the direftion of Swraf, and added to the
¢ commandery of Malabar.”

« The faftory at Agra, was cftablifhed
¢ in the year 1620, but was abandoned in
« the year 1716, in fo far, that all the
¢ European fervants, the effects of the Com-
« pany, &c. were removed from it, and only
“ three or four natives left there, to.keep
“ the lodge, and in order that we might
¢ always be entitled to re-enter into the pof-
< feflion of it, if that be ever again.thought
¢ neceffary.”

« The faftory at Amedabad+ was efta-

“ blifhed

# There is a letter extant fom the king of Fifapesr, ig
whofe dominions #ingurla, a place on the Malabar coaft, not
far north of Gea, lay, by whifh it appears that the Dutch Com.
pany had refident merchants there as early as 1641 ; and in a
Jetzer from their factors there, written in 1653, they fay they
had been feventeen or ecighteen years fettled there in the
fervice of the Company. T=

+ A4 +wdabaz, the mahomedan capital of Gazurar, is faid to
have received its name from AsMED, one of the frft kings of

the
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< blithed in the year 1618, but was abane
“ doned in the year 1744, and left on the
* fame footing as that at Agra.”

‘¢ The faltory at Barache * was eftablithed

“iﬂ

the country ; butit is ot imprebable that it is the Amadowifis
of Aemian, It is fituated in 231 north latitude, onthe eafk
Bank of the Sabremarty, a imall, yet pleafant, wholefome, and
conflant fiream. The walls, which ftill remain, are aboug
fix miles in circumference, and there is a very wide and deep
ditch carried all round them. Befides this ditch, new works
Mave been fince confirufted, where the original defences,
either from decay, or fituation, were judged infufficient.
There are twelve gateways to pafs in and out of the city.
Tlele gateways, and other parts of the wall, appear to have
Been fortified and adorned, at regular diltances, with towers
and cupolas, which, in the days of its fplendour, muft have
equilly contributed to fhength and magnificent appearance.,
Within the city, and upon the banks of the river, there is an
extcafive inclofure, diftinguifhed by the name of the Bunder,
which was formerly the royal refidence ; it was ftrongly. for-
ufied in former times, and when Varextry wrote, it was
thou_ht by the Moars to be the fecureft fortrefs in all Hs-
nifan, next to thofe of Cabul and Candabar. THEVESoT
#1d VarexTyw give copious accounts of the magnificence of
the mofgues, a-d other pubiic buildings, which in therr time
adorned thecity of Awedabal, Without the walls, the fuburbs,
3 is evident from their veftiges, muft have extended to the
éiftance of three miles rouni. But 4sedabad bas fo greatly
suelined from its original fplendour, that ar this day not more
than a quarter of the ipace, within the walls, is inhabited. 7.

% Burocke, or Barotia, lies upon the river Nerbedab, about
twenty-five miles from its menth - halfway between the

town
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“in the year 1617, and is ftill continued,
¢ yet with very little circumftance, for there
“ is but one junior merchant, and one bogk-
¢ keeper, who refide there as fuclors, and
“ who have a few native fervants uandet
¢ them.”

* Qur factories at Chircees * and Brodera t
“ were eftablifhed in the year 1625, as was

¢ thax

town and the fea, the river divides itlelf into two branches,
and forms a long and narrow ifland, on each fide of which
they run into the gulph of Camébays, in the direSioms of 25.2.
and w.s.w, where there is an open road for fhips in fevem
fathoms, mofily fandy bottom. The fortrefs of Barocke 3
large and {quere, ftanding upon a hill, which is the only eai-
nence for many miles arcund, and might be made very firong.
Wery fine bzfts and other cottons are manufaftured here; and
the water of the river Nerbodah is faid to have a peculiar pro-
perty for bleaching of cloth to a perfedt whitenels. Agareg
are fikewife an article of trade at Barcc)e, which are brenght
from the mountains near Brampour, and are mollly difpofed
of at Cambaya. T.
® Chircecry ot Chircheer, is 2 Tmall towp, about a leagme
and a half from Amedafad. It has a great number of tombs
of the kings and princes of Gazarar, whence the Indians
believe that it was, in ancient times, the capital of that
kingdom; but it is more probable that it was enly the bury-
ingplace of their Kings, and that dmedadad was always
their capital. The faftory which the Dutch had here was
eftablithed for the fake of purchafing indigo. 7.
1 Brodera, fitnate upon the little river Dadr, is 2 modern
town, in comparifon with the-others, having bLeen buile by
the
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« that at Cambaya ®, though the laft may
“ be faid to have been begun in the yeai
“ 1617: but thefe three were all entirely
“ abandoried before the year 1670, although;
* for want of the neceflary papers, the exaét

the fon. of the laft king of Guzwrar, near thé fcite of an an-
cient town, formerly called Radipore, but now Old Brodersy
which is now entirely gonc to decay. It ftands in a very fer-
tile, though fandy, country. It has pretty good walls and
towers, and is full of artizans, who make the fineft ftuffs of
all Guzurat, bafts, nicanees. cannaquins, cheloes, &c. ; the cot-
tons of Brodera are even finer than thofe of Barocke but they
are narrower and fhorter. Indigo is alfo an article of trade
here. 7.

* Cambaya is a large city, lying at the bottom of the gulph of
the fame name, vpon the north bank of the river Canari, which
by fome is called the Mabi, The tides are fo {wift at the
porth end of the gulph, that a horfe, at full fpeed, cannot keep
pace with the firfk waves; in the river they rife with great
rapidity feven fathoms in ordinary tides, and at high water,
fhips can anchor near the town, but at low water, the river
runs entirely dry, except three or four narrow channels, in
which there remains about three feet water, fo that the veflels
in the river muit lie quite aground, thoughthey do not {uffer
much in that fitvation, from the bottom not being hard or
fandy. The sity is twice as Jarge as Swra?, but not near fo
populous. The fireets are large, and haveall gates at the ends,
which are fhut in the night-time, and there are twelve gates
to the city, befides thole of the fireets, which are innumerable,
There is a-great trade carried on at Cambaya, by the Moorifh,
Armenian, and Arabian merchants, with Perfia, Mocha, Diny
Acheen, Coromandel, and other places, T

L1 er
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% year of their abandonment cannot be de-
“ terminately pointed out.”

 Thus, out of all thefe fatories, the chief,
# fuch as thofe at Gombroon, Baffora, Mocha,
“ and Winguria, have been taken away from
¢ the direftion of Surat, and either rendered
“ independent, or put under fome other head-
“ fettlement : the others have, indeed, been
¢ left to Surat, and are ftill reckoned to be
*¢ under its jurifdiction, but their number and
¢ confequence are fo diminifhed, that that of
¢ Baroche alone may be looked upon as really
“in . exiftence; while thofe of Agra and
“ Amedabad are merely nominal in the books
“ of the Company, and the charges which
“‘are annually paid for them, would be
* wholly fuperfluoous, were they not incurred
“ to retain poffeffion of the lodges or fattory-
¢ houfes there, in order that our right to
¢ them may be kept alive.” So far goes
the memorial of Mr. ScEREUDER before
alluded to.

The fattory of Surat has always been, with
juftice, confidered as one of the moft advan-
tageous eftablifhments of the Company in
India. The goods which they brought to
market there, having become, by the luxury

of
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of the Moors, articles of the firft neceflity,
alwaysmet a ready vent; and as the Company
were the exclufive importers of them; they
made whatever prices they chofe to require;
or could command, according to the more or
lefs quantity they might pleafe to import:

In the ftatement of the profits made by the
Company’s trade to Surar, during a period of
about cighty years, commencing in the years
1662-1663, and terminating in the jyears
1749-1750, annexed to the before-mentioned
memorial of Mr. ScurevDpER, addrelled to
his fuceellor, Mr. Pecock, 1 find, that in
the firft ten years, from 1662-1663, to 1673
-1674, of which the profits for the years
1671-1672, and 1673-1674, could not be
computed, as the books of thofe years were
wanting, they amounted upon an average
annually to g§203! per.cent upon the finer
fpices, being in money a yearly fum gained
upon them alone, ufﬂ334,56a. 9. 8., *

And for the ten years, from 1688-1689,
to 1697-1698, they yielded every year,
upon an average, 8505 per cent gain, or in

money the fum of f.509,464. 1. 2.+, while

» Or about [.30,41¢ flerling. 7.

1 About £.46,315 flerling. 7.
1n
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in thofe ten years a further annual average
profit of £.255,929. 3. 5.* was made upon
the other goods, although only in the propor-
tion of §9.% per cent upon their prime coft.

But thefe profits gradually decreafed after
that period. Thofe upon the fpices have,
indeed, rendered a higher proportion per cent,
and in the year 1731-1732, they were even
2400 per cent upon the prime coft ; but the
confumption was, on the other hand, fo {mall,
that in the ten years, in which that extraor-
dinary proportion of gain appeared, namely,
from 1730-173Y, to 1739-1740, the real
annual average profit, in money, fcarcely
amounted to one-fifth part of the fums before
made with a leffer advance upon the prime
coft . S

* About £.23,a66 flerling. T ]

+ By VaLENTYN's account, the Dutch formerly gained at
durat,

upon cloves, 665311 percent,
upon nutmegs, 1453y  percent
upon mace, 718338 per cent,

upon copper inbars, 138} per cent,
upon ditto in plates, 5igis [percent

upon benzoin, 42 per cent,
upon gumlack, 34ide Ppercent,
upon quickfilver, 27§  percenty
upon vermillion, 19fs  persenty
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The great decreafe in the profits, under
the laft adminiftration, which are not b

onc=

The other articles imported were, cinnamon, pepper, camphor,
cardemom, aloes, fuccotrine, areca, fapanwood, elephant’s
teeth, findalwood, woallen cloths, tin, lead in fheets, cowries,
tea, china, fugar, coral in branches, radix china, ebony, &c.;
and in return they purchafed various kinds of piece-goods, as
gold and filver allegars, and common ditto, 120 ps. per bale;
chintzes cheron; broad and narrow chintzes; blue bafis of
Amedabad, half ditto, ditto, 200 ps. per bale; narrow white
bafts of Barache, 160 ps. per bale; black fine dittg, 1300 ps.
per bale; broad white ditto, 100 ps. per bale; filk chindoes,
360 ps. per bale; black cannequins, per.pack of 4 ps. ; white
ditto, 490 ps. per bale; quilted cottons, per pack of 4 ps.;
micanees, 130 ps. per bale; petolas, or painted filks ; chouta-
rees deriabadys of 4gre, 70 ps. per bale; mammoodies of
Talalpeur, 60 and 5g ps. per bale, &c. likewife indigo from
Agra by packs of 4 maunds of §3 16, each ; indigo chircees per
4 maunds of Amedabad, at 342 /b. per maund ; candied mirabo-
lans, Gglé. or 2 maunds, in a bladder; hing, or affa feetida,
per maund of 4olb.; rafmala, or borax; opium of Malva,
per pack of ggilb.; foap of Swrat, 2255 per cheft; red
ealing wax of Swrat, 5 1 I5. perbox ; cotton-yarn, wheat, &c.
And the clear profits of the head-faftory amounted yearly to
fix or feven tons of gold (f.55,000 to £.64,000 fterling).
Governor Mosserrecommended the profecution of the trade
from Eatavia to Surar, and that two large fhips fhould be
annually difpatched with 8o,000/. of cloves, 30,000, of
nutmegs, 5,000 1. of mace, 2,000 /5. of cinnamon, 200,000/,
of Japan copper, 1oo,ecold. of tin, and 2,000,000, of
fugar, both raw and candied, which he calculated as the yearly
confumption of Serat, and whereupon be reckonsd that about
J-8o0,000 ([ 73,000 fterling); might be gained; but matter,

have
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one-half, as much as thofe under Mr, Senr,
againft which the charges bhave only dimi-
nifhed about feven thoufand gilders, may
principally be attributed to the civil com-
motions, and diftraced ftate of the country,
whereby the expedition of goods has been
greatly obftructed, and is ftill very difficult;
one caufe muft likewife be fought in the de-
cay of the city of Swrat itfelf; and another in
the fmall number of thips and icanty fupplies
that are fent thither from Batavia, and
which are, fometimes, even confined to a
folitary cargo *,

This

have much altered fince his time here, as well as in every
part of India. 7.

# From thefe untoward circumitances, it has more than
once been in the contemplation of the Dutch Company to
remove their Surar trade entirely to the coalt of Maladar, and
particularly to Cochim, where, being the territorial fovereigns,
they might have neither the rapacious exactions of 2 Moorifh
government, nor the fuccefsful rivalry of enterprifing com-
peﬁmrs, to fear; but Huvsers attributes the decline of their
Surat trade morg to the laft circumftance mentioned in the
text, namely, the little adtivity of the trade from Eatavia, than
to any of the others, and conceives, that if a more abundant
fupply of fpi:es, Japan copper, and Jaccatra fugar, were fent
forward, the quantity of which had of late years been re-
markably deficient, the profits of the Suras trade wo.ld again
become very confiderable ; as upon every cargo of thofe arti-

cles
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This deeline of Surat itfelf is, in the firft
place, a confequence of the almofttotal an-
nihilation of the power and authority of the
mogul emperors, by which many of the
native rajahs and nations have rifen into
confideration, particularly the Marattas, and
having fhaken off the mogul yoke, have
aflumed the fovereign authority themfelves,
Hence they have either feized upon every
thing that paffed through their dominions, or
if they did not do this, they at leaft have
exacted heavy contributions from the mer-
chants, under the denomination of duties,
and have even, as we have before feen; laid
the city of Surat under contribution.

Secondly, the proximity of Bombay, has

cles a clear gain of at leaft 40 per cent, may be rationally cal-
culated upon. In 1779, the books of the faftory at Swar
were clofed with an advance of f.283,207 (about £.35,7468
fterling), being after dedution of all the charges, with ex-
ception of thofe of one or two fhips fent thither from Fatavia,
which may amount to about fi100,600.—f0 that the clear
gains may fearcely be faid to amount to two tans of goldy
(abour £.:8,000 fterling), In that year the goods fent to
Surat were no more than 1,715,718/%. of fugar, 30,002 Ib. of
cloves, anda fmall quantity of nutmegs and mace. The only
articles fent to Europe out of the returns from Surat, are
gamboge, cotton-yarn, and cotton-cloths, of which laft the
value of fiz6c08c (about £.23,636 flerling) was fold ig
Holland in the year 1778, T,

been
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been of great prejudice to Suraf ; that fettle-
ment, on the other hand, flourithes more
and more, from day to day, owing to the

entire liberty of exportation which is there
allowed. Foreign merchants do not fuffer
oppreflion there, but are favoured and en=-
couraged: prote&ionand fecurity are afforded
them both by water and by land. Bombay
is likewife fitnated nearer to the Deckan than
Surat, and to this it muft chiefly be attributed,
that the entire commerce of that wealthy
country has been diverted to the Englith
fettlement, from Surat, which formerly en-
joyed all the advantages of it.

In the third place, the decay of Suraf is
not a little owing to the fuperiority which
the Englith have attained there fince the laft
revolution. The arrogant and arbitrary con-
duét of that nation, makes the merchants
averfe to engage in extenfive enterprizes of
trade, and the capitalifts are afraid of putting
out their money to intereft, or of rifking it
in the operation of commerce.

Exifting faéts are fufficient to prove, that
if they cannot turn the current of trade ac-
cording to their own choice, and to the ad-
vantage of their own pockets, they will en-

deavour
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deavour to impede it by all the obftacles,
which a defpotic authority puts in their
power. I have myfclf experienced their
felfifh condud in this refpeét; the Englith
chief, their councellor S1TT0N,andthe nabob,
caufed an interdiction to be laid upon all the
native merchants, that they fhould not pur-
chafe of me any of the articles I had brought
with me in private trade, and efpecially not
any fugar, in order that I might be com-
pelled to fell them at the rates which they
might choofe to give for them; and they
even engaged the concurrence, in this refpeét,
of the chief perfons in our direfion, that
they might equally prohibit the Company’s
brokers, who are otherwife the chief mer-
chants, from purchafing of me.

By thefe, and many other unjuft, or let me
rather fay, iniquitous methods, the trade of
this formerly fo flourithing emporium, which
was juftly efteemed the moft confiderable
commercial place of India, runs to decay
from day to day; and this, to all appearances,
quadrates exaftly with the fecret views
which may be fuppofed to aftuate the mem-
bers of the government at Bombay ; namely,
to compel the merchants, by means of the

oppreffions
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oppreflions and difficulties to which they are
fubjeéted here, to have recourfe to Bombay =
for it cannot otherwifc be reconciled to the
maxims of prudence or policy, that fuch
unexampled extortions fhould be fuffered to
prevail in a fubordinate faftory, of which
they cannot pretead ignorance, by reafon of
its proximity, and the notoriety of them, if
there were no latent motives to encourage or
tolerate fuch proceedings.

Our dire&or, Mr. SENF, taking thefe cir-
cumftancesinto confideration, was of opinion,
that it might be more advantageous for the
interefts of the Company, to ufe endeavours
to get poffeffion of fome-place, fomewhere
in the neighbourhood of Bombay, where we
might ourfelves be at hand to deal with the
merchants of the Deckan, and thereby draw
them again from their habits of reforting to
the Englith for their fupplies of our com-
medities.

That gentleman did not let the matter
reft merely as an opinion, but he alfo was
examining into the feafibility of putting his
ideas in praétice, when a very fit opportunity
prefented itfelf for that purpofe, which was

as follows:
One
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One RaNassoir Sinay, who had, for a
long time, refided at Bombay, as the repre-
fentative of the Maratta chief Mapurow,
met with fome ill treatment there, ‘about
the year 1767, and being, on that account,
incenfed againft the Englith, he wrote a
a letter to Mr. SN, in which he not only
complained bitterly of their infupportable
arrogance, but likewife intimated that there
might now be an opportunity for the Dutch
Compamy to attain what he knew they had
long wifhed for, namely, the eftablithment of
a faftory at Bazaim, or thereabouts, and this
gave occafion to a treaty between them : all
which may be better underftood from the ex-
tract of Mr. SENF's memorial on that head,
from feétion xv to feftion xviir inclufive,
and the documents referred to thereby.

Mr. Senr had before caft his thoughts
towards fome places in the gulph of Caméaya,
and particularly upon Goga*, whither ‘he
had fent a committee in the year 1765, who,
under the appearance of a party of pleafure,

* Gogais a little town on the weftern fide of the gulph of
Camlaya, about twenty.eight or thirty leagues from Cambaya,
apd which Tuevexor fays abounds with banians and
reamen. T,

furveyed
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furveyed the places in that neighbourhood,
and the ifland Peram. But nothing refulted
herefrom, as a fafe anchoring-place for thips
had no where been found : and there were
other circumftances, on account of which this
projeét could not be ftrongly infifted upon *.

But before I depart from this fubjet, I
muft remark, that, how great foever the in-
fluence and power of the Englith may have
been, at the time of the revolution of 1759,
yet they would never have been able to ob-
tain poffeffion of the caftle, or to have got
the authority fo much in their own hands as
they have done, had they not perfuaded Mr.
TAILLEFERT, our direffor at that time, to
remain entirely inaétive, and to let them do
as they liked, without interruption.

It muft, however, appear furprifing to
every one, that a man of a found underftand-
ing, as that gentleman was faid to poffefs,
did not make any ufe of the refpectable force
which he had, at that time, at his difpofal,
both inthips and in troops, which was at leaft
fufficient toenable him to fruftrate the defigns

*® See the report on that fubjedt, delivered in the 1gth of
November, 1765. &.

of
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of the Englifh, if he did not choofe to take
poffeffion himfelf of the caftle for his mafters,
which was offered to him, without the leaft
fear of the effufion of blood; for it would
have been effeéted in the following manner :

The Company’s brokers, MANTCHERGI,
and GovenraM, who were both living, and
who both related the affair to me, when I was
at Surat, were to have been feized, and put
under arreft, under fome pretext or other,
in thecaftle, and Mr. TAILLEFERT Was then
to have fent a ftrong detachment of troops
to the caftle, to require their releafe as per-
fons in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft-India
Company ; and this detachment were, by
agreement, being let into the caftle for that
purpofe, to make themfelves inftantly mafters
of it.

Neverthelefs, the Englith chief, Mr. SpeN-
CER, had the addrefs to perfuade Mr. Ta1rL-
LEFERT to remain inalive, either by great
promifes, or by other means.

The truth of thefe circumftances appears
fo evident, even from the public papers of
the time, that it is not neceffary to infift
upon the private teftimony of the Company’s
brokers, or of all the individuals of con-

fideration



[ 123 ]

fideration among the natives, who bear wit-
nefs to them ; for what could otherwife have
induced Mr. SPENCER, before the commence-
ment of the attack, and when he was at the
head of the troops, to write, of his own ac-
cord, his letter of the 18th of February, 1759,
by which he guaranteed, in the ftrongeft
manner, allthe privileges as well of the Com-
pany as of individuals, provided they obferved
a ftriét neutrality ? and what could otherwife
have induced Mr. TAILLEFERT to give, by
his anfwer of the 2oth of the fame menth,
not only affurances of friendfhip and neutra-
lity, but likewife to declare, exprefsly, that
for fome time paft he had given orders that
none of his people thould give any offence to
the Englith, and much lefs aé inimically
towards them ; and alfo that he had, for fome
days, been prefent in perfon with moft of the
Company’sfervants at their garden, or wharf,
in order to be the better able to prevent,
either the governor of the cattle, or any one
elfe, from making any ufe of the Company’s
territory and artillery ? It would equally be
matter of furprife, if it were not with the
utmoft fatisfaltion that Mr. TAILLEFERT
agreed to this neutrality, why he refufed the

repeated
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repeated offers made to him by the governor
of the caftle, as has before been mentioned,
firft indireétly, afterwards verbally, and then
publicly and in writing, to deliver the caftle
into the hands of the Dutch Company, in
defpite of the Englith and of their menaces :
for the reafons which he alleges for that re-
fufal, in his fecret difpatches of the 1oth of
March 1759, chiefly confifting in the pre-
fumption, that the governor of the caftle had
no authority from his mafter for that purpofe,
and in the apprehenfion that, if we were to
take poffeflion of the caftle, the Englith
might, at leaft, claim an indemnification from
us for the expences of the expedition which
they had begun ; or if we refufed to fatisfy
their demands, aét againft us with open hof=
tility, and perhaps compel us to the abandon-
ment of the fortrefs, with more difgrace,
than the acquifition of it was accomplifhed
with facility ; thefe arguments, I fay, are far
from being f{ufficient to counterbalance the
indubitable maxim, that in matters of the
utmoft importance and neceffity, the moft
perilous remedies muft be reforted to, and
the utmofkt hazard incurred, rather than be
forced to yield to the fuperiority of rivals.

It
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It is therefore thought, that fome palpable
miftake, or abufe, was committed herein ;
for it is not otherwife poffible to believe that
Mr. TAILLEFERT, acquainted fo long be-
forehand of the defigns of the Englifh, thould
have tamely remained a fpectator of their
execution, without attempting the leait op-
pofition ; the more fo, as he had, at that
time, under his command, a ftrong garri-
fon of brave troops exafperated againit the
Englith, together with a good number of
European feamen.

After all, our people were juftified in ex-
pefting, as a recompence for their inaétivity
and neutrality, that the formal written af-
furances, firft given by Mr. Seencer by
orders from the prefidency of Bombay, and
afterwards dire& by the council of Bombay,
that they would maintain us in all the privi-
leges which had been granted to us by the
mogul emperers, and that they would not
fuffer any infraction to be made in them,
would be religioufly adhered to, and have
been followed by aétive exertions in confe-
quence. But nothing was lefs their intention
than tofulfil thefe fine promifes andaflurances,
which had merely ferved for the purpofe of

lulling



[ 126 ]

lulling a too credulous governor into fecurity
and madivity. They even, on the contrary,
foon began to manifeft their defires, if not
to nullify, at leaft to curtail thofe very pri-
vileges they had engaged to maintain ; for
Mr. SpencER, the hero of the piece, whom
I have {o often mentioned, was no fooner
in the fafe poffeflion of the caftle, than he
gave many grounds of complaint to our peo-
Ple, as appears from fome letters written
foon after by Mr. TArLLEFERT himfelf,

One HopcEs too, an Englith chief, ven-
tured far beyond the bounds of juftice and
equity towards us.  Availing of the inability
of our direftor, Mr. Drasse, he fought to
overthrow at once the honour, the efteem,
and the profperity of our Company; for it
was folely through his influence, and at his
inftigation, that the nabob compclled our
fervants, in the year 1762, after a long in-
veftment, or fiege, of their factory, not only
to pay a heavy contribution in ready money,
but alfo to fubmit to the moit humiliating
conditions that can well be imagined.

To enumerate all the injuries which our
nation have fuftained from them here, fince
that time, and to enter into a particular

detail
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detail of our fubjeds of complaint ; of the
difficulties which we experienced, before we
could obtain their confent to remove the
effects of the Company out of the factory in
the city, to the garden, or wharf, and to land
and houfe the merchandize we imported
there, notwithftanding the fecond article of
the twenty-ninth Jirman, which, together
with all the other privileges granted to us,
they had in fo folemn a manner guaranteed
to us, and promifed to maintain ; particularly
- empowered us {o to do of their illiberal con-
duct with refpeét to the repairs we wanted to
make at the powder-magazine on the wharf,
although the perfons they had themfelyes
deputed to infpe@ into it, had teftified the
neceflity of the repairs intended ; of the obli-
gation under which they attempted to bring
the Company, to let the goods which were to
be exported be chiapped by an officer appoint-
ed by them, in conjun&ion with the one
appointed for that purpofe by the governor
of the city, although the latter had always
before been alone authorized to do it, and the
governor of the caftle had never been allowed
to interfere in this commercial tranfa@ion;
and which, if our people had not pofitively

refifted,
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refifted, would have fubje@ed them for ever
to the caprices of the Englifh, in thic im-
portant matter ; of the compulfion which
one Price exercifed, in order to obtain all
the fugar brought to Surat, in private trade,
at a very low rate, and which even prevails
at prefent, as I have before related, and in-
ftanced by what happened to myfelf; of the
indecent and outrageous manner in which
Hoboges claimed the effe@s of one Krin-
KAERT, who had been our comptroller of
equipment, but had deferted, and was taken
under the prote@tion of the Englith chief,
and when they were refufed to be delivered,
bis violent condué in fending an enfign with
a ftrongdetachment of military to feize them,
and carry them away by force, caufing the
Company’s feal:, which had been affixed to
thofe effefts, to be torn off by a fubaltern offi-
cer ; of the ill treatment which our brokers
underwent, in defiance of the rights of the
Company, under whofe prote&ion, and in
whofe fervice they were, and confequently
fubjeét to no jurifdiction but that of our
director and council ; of the exceffes and
outrages committed by the Englith, in the
year 1772, at our factory at Baroche, when

they
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they made no feruple of invefting the Com-
pany’s lodge with an armed force, keeping
the perfons of their fervants in confinement,
and breaking open the warehoufes, chefts,
boxes, &c.: to give a particular detail, 1 fay,
of all thefe injurious tranfa&ions, as they are
recorded at length in the papers of the Com-
pany, and of which, other accompanying and
aggravating circumftances have been related
to me, would entirely take up the little re-
maining time I have appropriated for the
purpofe of noting down only what is moft
remarkable at Suraf, and in the Company’s
affairs there. = The inftances that I have thus
flightly touched upon, are enough to thew
the arrogant and arbitrary difpofition and
conduc of a nation whofe inveterate hatred
of the Dutch is too notorious to admit of dif=
pute ; and likewife the unpleafant and cruel
fituation in which our Company are placed,
both here and in Bengal.

It would be a moft defirable circumftance,
if the Englith were fhut out, from trading to
other places, where we are poffefled of the
territorial power ; or, at leaft, that their trade
were not preferably encouraged both by the
Company and by individuals.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIIL

Account of the Marattas.—Their Wars with the
Moguls.—Government. — Predatory Difpofition.—
Military Efablifbment.—CondulF twhen in the
Field— Acceunt of their Camps, &ec,—Tributes
paid to them.—Their Territories.—Revenues.—
Account of the Patans, or Afgbans—Tbeir Origin,
—Their warlike Genius, &3¢,

I HAVE feveral times before made men-
tion of the Marattas, and the influence
which this people have at prefent in the
affairs of Hindoflan, render them deferving
of being better known ; and it is requifite
to give as many particulars of this extenfive
people as can be afcertained ; the following
account of them, which I met with in an
Englifh work, will therefore not be improper

in this place:
¢ As the Marattas have no written hif-
“ tory, and fcarcely any tradition, that we
“ know, of their former ftate, it is im-
“ poffible
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“ poffible to procure a full and fatisfactory
¢ account of {o numerous a nation, once fet-
“ tled, then difperfed, and now re-eftablith-
“ ing themfelves throughout all parts of the
mogul empire : a people who have had,
from time immemorial, {fettlements to the
“ north of Debly, great part of which they
“ {ftill poffefs; though fo great were the num-
bers that were driven out from thence,
by AURENGZEBE, that he employed above
twenty years in fruitlefs endeavours to re-
duce them in their new fettlements in the
“ mountainous parts of the Deckan *,

“ They have had continued wars ever

111
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# The Maratta flates in the Deckan are the only people of
Hindsfan, who were never effectually fubdued, and wheo
never unanimoufly acknowledged themfelves fiefs to the
throne of Debly. Avmenczest himfelf, unable to conquer
them, found it prudent, for the fake of peace, to yield to
them the fovereignty of part of the Deckan. They even
carried the terror of their arms into the heart of Debly,
whence they carried off vait treafures; and they continued
their depredations, firft in the country around that feat of
empire, and then in the kingdoms of Besgal, Babar, and
Orixa : until, in confideration of the ceffion to them of the
province of Catac, and an annual tribute of twelve lacks of
rupees, they concluded a treaty of peace with Arravirm:
Cuawn, who was pofleffed of the foubahihip of Bergal, in
the year 1750, 7,

“ {ince
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fince with all the moguls, fubahs, apnd
governors, and made innumerable treatiés
of peace with them, which they never
obferve any longer than they think it
their intereft. They have themfelves had
{trange internal revolutions, and what is
molt ftrange, the prefent governing men
among them are brahmins, or priefts,
hated by the true Marattas, but followed
by them for pay.”

“¢ Their rajab, or prince, is facred ; and
they hold that he ought to be a kind of
idol, fhut up, and fed at the public ex-
pence, and the executive power lodged in
fome other branch of his family; at leaft,
fuch has been the eftablithment on the
Malabar coaft : but this was fubverted by
the ufurpation of the two brahmins, the
one called PEerLaGeE, and the other
Bupcerow. PeELAGEE governed Gu-
zurat, and BubpeErow the country to the
fouthward.”

‘¢ His fon, who fucceeded him, is known
by his name BaLazerow, on the Coro-
mandel ccaft : gn the Malabar he is call-
ed the Nanwxa, for that is the title by
which the afting head of the govern-

28 ment,
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ment, and general of the forces, is dif-
tinguithed.”

“ The nominal prince, or the idol, as he
has been deferibed; is ftyled Ram Rajan,

and Saua Rajau *.”
¢ All thefe names, indifcriminately ufed,

and ftrangely fpelt, occafion no {mall dif-
ficulty to the reader of the writings con-
cerning thefe people; who is alfo defired
to take notice, that though all authors
fpeak of Sattaarab as the capital of the
Maratta country, the refidence of the
brahmin their fovereign, is Poonab, about
a hundred miles eaft-fouth-eaft of Bom-
bay +, where all the bufinefs of the go-
vernment is carried on,”

““ What proves that they have formerly
been powerful over all the mogul em-
pire; though now difunited, is the uni-
verfal acknowledgment of the chout, or
tribute, paid to them, of a fourth of the
revenues of every rajab, or governor.

* Likewife the SAnoo, or Sou, from the laft king who

aftually reigned. 7.

+ % D'Anvizpe fays, the fitvation of Sarearab is not

“ afcertained, and therefore he has not put it in his
upap” 7,

“ This
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¢ This they ftill colleét in all parts, taking
* what they can get of it in ready money,
“ and leaving the balance in arrear, which
“ will ferve them at leaft as a pretence for
‘* another incurfion, whenever they want
““ employment for their troops *.”

“ It may feem ftrange that thefe Ma-
“ rattas, who are brahmins, and fo ftrict
““ obfervers of the Gentoo religion, and the
“ tenets of the tranfmigration of fouls, that
 they will never kill the moft offenfive
¢ animals that crawl about them, fhould,
“ without any fcruple, eagerly employ their

* Their natural faftneffes and inacceffible mountains,
which confpired with their native bravery to preferve the
Marattas from the mogul yoke, account for their predatory
habits, their neglef of agriculture, and invincible love of
arms. Among this race of warriors, that generous hofpi-
tality, both towards ftrangers and each other, which in for-
mer times fo eminently charafterized the manners of the
eaft, is ftill obferved with facred, and even fuperftitious ex-
aftnefs, Their military eftabliftiment, which is chiefly com-
pofed of cavalry, is about three hundred thoufand ; but thefe
are not to be confidered as regulars, or permanent troops,
but as an eftablihed militia. In judging of the Maratta
force, we are alio to obferve, that it is an invariable cuftom
smong their troops, when an expedition is concluded, to re-
tire with what plunder they may have collefted, to their re-
{peltive abodes; leaving with the chiefs only what may be
called their body-guards, 7,

“ {abres
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% fabres to the deftrution of their fellow-
& creatures. The falvo for this extraor-
“ dinary contradiétion, is a device of their
* priefts; who, by the facrifice of a buf-
% falo, with many myfterious and enthufi=
% aftic ceremonies, abfolve their warriors
“ from the reftri€tions which bind the vul-

L1 gar""
« It {hould be here obferved, that the

% Marattas, mentioned fo often in the nar-
% rative ¥, were only a body of horle, frees
% booters; who alternately took the pay
“ of the higheft bidder. They were fuch
% as Morarow + had picked up to follow
“ his fortunes; and, till he attempted to

% make himfelf independent, they had no

# Of the war on the coaft of Curomandel; in the year
iygo. 7.

+ Mozazew, who is often mentioned in Camerince’s
account of the war in India, was a Maratta, who, by fup-
porting the divifions in the country, had made himfelf con-
fiderable from a fmall beginning ; he fided with no party,
but as he found his advantage in it, and as eafily changed
fides; he commanded about 3000 very good horfe. When
not employed or paid by any-prince, he fcoured the coun-
try for himfelf, and raifed contributions where he could get
moft, and with the leaft rifk. His real mafter was the Nax-
®a Sana Raram, but he obeyed his orders only in propor-
tion as they coincided with his own views. T.

K 4 « fettled
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fettled " habitation, and no profeffion buf
war, if it may be called a profeffion,
where they have neither art nor dif=
cipline: and yet they are formidable to
the Moors, who, carrying fuch numerous
and encumbered armies to the field, are
the eafier haraffed, and even ftarved by
them; for thefe pillagers, continually gal-
loping round the ceuntry, cut off the con-
voys; and as moft of the parties carry
with them neither baggage nor provifions,
they eafily elude all purfuit, and, in an
inftant, retire to their faftneffes, or even,
if occafion require, to their owa country.
They ride a hardy horfe, inured to fa-
tigue, and for the moft part fed with
ftanding corn. The common men have
no clothing but a turband on their head,
and a fafh round their waift: inftead of a
faddle they ufe fuch a kind of pad as is
recommended by Marfhal Saxe. Truly
formidable with their fabres, they are fa-
tal to troops that are once broke.

“ They are a deftrutive foe, and an un-
ferviceable friend. They ruin their ene-
mies by burning their country, and their
allies by their avaricious demands for

“ money.
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* money. Inftead of meriting their pay,
*¢ which they might eafily do after a defeat,
“ by cutting off all the broken troops, they
* fly to the camp, where every one procures
*¢ a good burden for his horfe, and walking
“ on foot drives him away loaded with the
“ fpoil ¥,

i “ The

* With the above, it may no be uninterefting to com-
Ppare and contraft the following pifture of the more regular
armies of the Marattas, from Digow's Narrative of the Cam-
paign againft Tirroo Sars, in 1792.—* The chiefs themfelves,
* and all the Marattas in their fuite, and, indeed, all their peo-
** ple, were remarkably plain, but neat, in their appearance,
= Mild in their afpect, humane in their difpofition, polite and
“ unaffected in their addrefs, they are diftinguifhed by ohe-
“ dience to their chiefs, and attachment to their country.
% There were ndt to be feen among them thofe fantaftic figures
“ in armour, fo common among the mahcmedans, in the
** nizdm's, or, as they fiyled themielves, the mogul's army ; ad-
* venturers collefted from every quarter of the eaft, wha, prid-
“ ing themfelves on individudl valour, think it beneath them
“ to be ufeful but on the day of battle, and, when that cones,
** prove only the inefficiency of numbers, uficonnefted by any
“ general principle of union or of difcipline. The Marstta
** camp was at the diftance of about fix miles from our's, and,
“ on approaching it, had the appeirance of a large irregular
“ town, for the chiefs pitch their fandards around their gene-
* ral without order; and their tents being of all fizes, and of
* Wnany different colours, at a diftance, refemble houfes, mther
“ than canvas. The fireets, too, of their camp, crofiing and
¥ winding in every dire&ion, difjlay a varicty of merchandize,
“ a8 in a great fair. There are fhroffs, or money-changers,

« jewellers,
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 The Marattas, though not withoiif
“ trade and manufattures, have principally
¢ enriched

% jewellers, fmiths, mechanics, and people of every trade and
** defeription, as bufily employed in their occupations, and at-
“ tending as minutely to their intereft, as if they were in
* Posnab, and at peace. The park of artillery, where all their
“ guns are collefled, made an extraordinary appearance. The
* gun-carriages, in which they truft to the folidity of the tim-
“ ber, and ufe but little iron in their conftruftion, are clumfy
“ beyond belief, particularly the wheels, which are low, and
“ formed of large folid pieces of wood united. The guns aréd
“ of all forts and dimenfions ; and, having the names of their
“ gods given to them, are painted in the moft fantaftic man<
* nery and many of them, held in efteem for the fervices they
* are faid to have already performed for the fiate, cannot now
* be difpenfed with, although, in every refpedt, unfit for ufe;
“ Were the guns even ferviceable, the fmall fupply of ammu-
“ nition with which they are provided, has always effeftually
** prevented the Maratta artillery from being formidable ta
“ their enemies, The Maratta infantry is compofed of black
' chriftians, and defpicable poor wretthes of the loweft cafte;
* uniform in nothing but the bad flate of their mufquets, none
“ of which are either clean or complete ; and few are provided
* with either ammunition or accoutrements : they are com-
* manded by half-cafte people of Portuguefe and French ex=
* traftion, who draw off the attention of fpeftatots from the
* bad clothing of their men, by the profufion of antiquated lace
* beftowed on their own ; and if there happen to be 2 few Eu=
** ropeans among the officers and men, which is foimetimes the
“ cale, they execrate the {ervice, and deplore their fate. The
* Manattas do not appear to treat their infantry with more re-
* fpelt than they deferve, as they ride through them without
® any ceremony on the march, and on all occafions evidently
“ confidef
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“ enriched themfelves, by obliging the more
* wealthy and refpectable powers, their
“ neighbours, to be tributary to them.”

i It

“ confider them as foreigners, and a very inferior clafs of people
 and troops. Indeed the attention of the Marattas is direfted
“ entirely to their horfes and bazars, thofe being the only
“ objefts which immediately affe&t their interef. On a
“ marching-day, the guns and the infantry move off foon
# after day-light; the bazar: and baggage move nearly about
“ the fame time, as foon as they can be packed up and got
“ ready. The guns and tombrels, fufficiently unwieldy
“ without further burden, are fo heaped with ftores and bag-
¢ gage, that there does not feem to be any idea of its ever
& being neceffary to unlimber, and prepare for aflion on the
* march, Asthereare no pioneers attached to the Maratia
4 artillery to repair the roads, this deficiency is compenfated
¢ by an additional number of cattle, there being fometim=s a
* hundred, or a hundred and fifty bullocks, in a firing of
& pairs, to one gun: the drivers, who are very expert, fit on
“ the yoies, and pafs over every impediment, commonly on
® atrot. The chiefs remain upon the ground, without tentss
 {moking their hookers, till the artillery and baggage have
% got on fome miles ; theythen follow, each purfuing his own
% route, attended by his principal people ; while the inferiors
s difperfe, to forage and piunder over the country."
4 A few days after the junction of the Maratta armies, an
% jrregular fire of cannon and mufquetry was heard in their
% camp, between nine and ten at night. The troops imme-
# diately turned out in our camp, and ftood to their arms,
% thinking that Treroo had certainly attacked the Marattas ;
“ but it proved to be only the celebration of one of their
i ceremonies, in which they falute the new moon on its firft
4 appesrance
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“ It will naturally be atked, why do the
«t opulent ftates fubmit to be tributary ? and

% appearance. Another circumftance occurred foonafter, alfo
« charafteriftic of their cuftoms and difcipline. The ground
% on which our army had encamped at the junftion being
& bare of grafs, and extremely dirty, Lord CoxswaLLIs Was
& defirous of marching; and fent to the Maratta chiefs to re-
% queft they would move next morning, as their camp lay
¢ dire@tly in our route. They returned for anfwer, ¢ that
“ they fhould be happy te obey his lordfhip’s commands ; but
% as they had halted eight days it was not lucky, nor could
& they, according to the cuftom of their religion, march on
4 theninth day. His lordflilp gave way to their fuperftitions
% prejudice, and deferred his march,”
4 The armies of the allies, having fometimes to pafs beyond
« gur camp to their ground, it was highly entertaining to fee
¢ them in motion the whole day; the chiefs in different
¢ groups, moguls and Marattas alternately, themfelves and
% their principal attendants mdunted on elephants, diftin-
« guifhed by their flate-flags and nagars alfo borne on ele-
“ phants. ‘They were furrounded by cavalry, with their
« various ftandards, and preceded by their bards, and bands
« of mufic, who fung the praifes of their mafiérs, and thé
# heroes of their nation, Group fuccéeding group; ele-
& phants, camels, pikemen, flandard-bearers ; horfemen in-
« pumerable, armed with fword and fhield, with lances, bows
& and arroWws, and every variety of ancient and modern arms
% and armour; filts and tournamentsfor exercife; and a con-
# tinual difcharge of piftols and carbines, difplayed the jubi-
# |ee of their march. A fpeftacle fo wild and irregular, yef
% fo grand and interefting, refembled more the vifions of ro-
¢ mance, than any affemblage that can be fuppofed to have
" exiftence in real life.,” Pages 8-13, 25 and 24 7.
¢ what
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plunderers will abide by their agreements,
and not continually encroach upon them,
and raife their demands ?  The reafon is
plain : it is lefs expenfive, and a lighter
tax upon trade, to agree to fome certain
payment, than to engage in the unknown
expence of armies, to free themfelves
from {o irregular a foe : and as to greater
exactions, if the chief have once fettled
the chout, he will hardly venture to ftrug-
gle for more, as the money agreed on
goes into his own pocket;.and were he
to proceed to the more violent method of
compulfion, by invading the country, the
{poil would all become the property of
his troops, under the article of plunder,
and his own fhare would come very fhort
of the fum ftipulated ; befides, they have
the prudence to confider, that a country
ravaged by their troops, will produce nei-
ther tribute nor plunder again for fome
time.”
“ Such has been, in a great meafure, the
ftate of the Maratta people ; but about this
time (1755) it appears, that they enter-
tained various defigns of extending their
“ territorice
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territorics in feveral parts of the country,
“ and alfo on the fea-coaft. They took
* large diftri@ts from the viceroy of the
Deckan, marched to Debly, and made a
mogul, and after driving out ANGRIA by
our ftrength, beat the Portuguefe by their
own. They had generals who fet up for
themfelves in the remote countries that
they had conquered, and were giving
fome other indications of their return
from a vagabond life of rapine and dif-
order, to a more fettled {yftem of policy *.

' Thﬂ

L

L1
L1
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* The territories of the Marattas, extend from the neigh-
tourhood of Ges, on the coaft of Mulabar, to the river Paddar,
which difcharges itfelf into the gulph of Scindy, and which
divides Guzsrat from the dominions of Porfie. On the eaft
they are bounded by the Carnatic, by the Englith Compgnys
northern circars, and by the dominions of the foubah of the
Dectan : but the province of Carac firetches in 2 winding
courfe to the bay of fempal. Their revenues were originally
very great.  Befere the ufurpations of Hyper A1 Crax, in
the kingdom of Mj/ire, and around it, they amoupted to about
feventeen millions of pounds Reding.  Afierwards their annua!
revenue was computed to be fiill equal to twelve millions ; and
by the conditions of peace impofd upon Tieroo Sare, by
lord CorxwaLLis, at the conclufion of the campaign of
1792, he ceded to the Marattas a traét of country, yielding
a yearly revenue of 13,16,666.6 Canteray pagodas, which are
worth three yupees cach, making therefore 493, 3ol flerling.

The
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# The Marattas have been a great check
upon the Moorifh government, and it is
owing to their arms alone that the ma-
homedans have been prevented from the
ufurpation of the whole peninfula.”

“ As the Moors are a luxurious people,
in a few years of peace they grow ener~
vated by their debaucheries, and foon de-
generate into floth and effeminacy. It
may alfo be added, that a general cor-
ruption of manners, and treachery to one
another, would greatly conduce to ren-
der them an eafy prey to the Marattas,
whenever they fhould take the refolution
to expel them the country. And though
there is not a governor, in the higheft
rank of power and independency, but
who ftyles himfelf, a thoufand times, in
the ordinary tranfations of the day, z4e

¢ flave of the Mogul, there is not one of

The total of the anomal revenues of all the diftrifts ceded on
that occafion by Trrroo amounted to Pagodas 30,50,008. 9.8;
thirty-ninc and a half lacks of rupees additional revenues to
each of the three confederate powers, the Englith Eaft-India
Company the Nizam, or Subah, of the Deckan, and the Ma-
rattas, or one hundred and eighteen and a half lacks of rupees
for the whole ; being one-half of T1rroo’s annnal revenue be-
fore the wvar. 7,

¢ them
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them in the whole empire that pays the
leaft regard to the moft folemn orders of
that monparch, or that will march his
troops to quell any dangerous commotion,
or ftir for the prefervation of the life or
throne of his mafter.”
« The only balance to the power of the
Marattas, 15 a race of northern people,
inhabiting the mountains of Candabar,
commonly known in India by the name
of Patans, though they are more gene-
rally called Agwans, or Afghans, on the
other fide of the country; and under that
name they conquered Jfpaban in the year
1722,”
“ They are mahomedans, yet no lefs
enemies to the Moorifh government than
the Marattas or other Indians. They
are faid to have been defcended from an
ancient colony of Arabians, who entered
the country four hundred years before
TAMERLANE, and built the city of Mg-
Sfulipatam ; thence extending their con=
quefts northward, they founded Patna in
Bengal (or rather Babar), and at laft
overran the whole country to the weft,
% and
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* and were matfters of Debly when T aAMmeR-
“ LANE firft appeared in India *.”

*“ As they were always reckoned good
* foldiers, they are now confidered as the
“ very beft infantry in the whole empire ;
““ and it is natural to fuppofe they fhould be
“ fuch, fince they have been inhabitants of
“ the northern mountains.”

« This warlike nation made themfelves
“ formidable to Napir SHam, in his
“ march+; and after that conqueror had

i lt‘ﬂ

* Mr. Huinway gives a different account of the origin of
the Afghans; and for a particular detail of their cuftoms,
hiftory, difpofition, &c. and of their invafion and conqueft of
Perffa in 1723, the reader is referred to his Revelutions of Perffa,
vol, 1.

+ On Napiz Sman's return from India with his army,
laden with immenfe treafures, he was ftopped at the river fndur,
for want of a fufficient number of boats to form a bridge. Tkis
delay afforded time to the Afghans and the Indians, who in-
babited the weflern fide of the river, to take up arms. The
vaft booty which the Perfians had amaffed, was a temptation
not to be refifted; and they féemed refolved to try their for-
tune, if, by uniting their forces, they could not feize fome
part of the plunder. They attained their objet, though with-
out trying their firength ; for th Perfian king thought himfelf
in danger, and chofe rather to negociate for a free paffage, than
run a hazard where there was nothing to gain. The confldera-
tion of a vaft treafure, rendered the fierce and intrepid Napis,

cautious
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left the mogul empire in the weak and
indefenfible ftate to which he bhad re-
duced it, the Patans invaded it, on a fup-
pofition that it was in too low a condition
to be able to refift the force which they,
at that time, thought was fufficient to
bring againft it : they were, however,
obliged to quit the country by a precipi-
tate flight. But it was not long before
the peace of ' Debly was more fatally dif=

 turbed ; for the Patan chief retiring to

Lakere, in a little time affembled a much
more formidable army, and entering
Debly, gave up the town to be plundered
three days by his foldiers. In the mean
time he took to himfelf all that was to
be found in the royal treafury, and re-
quired of the collettors of the public re-
venues, that they fhould be accountable
to him for all they had received. He

cautious and circumfipect. He offered, and they accepted, ten
lacks of rupees for a free paflage ; and, however large this fum
might appear upon another occafion, it was an objedt of very
little confideration compared with the bulk of Naprn's treafure.
The jewels, money, and valuables, carricd out of India by Napie
and his army, have been computed to amount to no ]cf.';*rhnn
from feventy to eighty millions of pounds flerling, T

¢ then
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then marched home, being fuppofed to
have taken away more riches, except
jewels, than NapIr SHAH carried out of
the country. He made no revolution,
and, it is faid, no alteration in the go-
vernment of Hindoffan, and yet he af-
fumed a kind of fovereignty over it; but
when he returned to Labore, he drew a
line from fouth to north, affuming to
himfelf a vaft extent of country, to the
weft of that line, which was before, at
leaft nominally, dependent on the empire
of Hindoftan; there he left his fon T1imug,
as governor of his new dominions, and
gave no further difturbance to Hindoflan
till the year 1757 *.”

* CaAMBRIDGE's decount of the War in India, pages 79-82,

119-122. The expedition of AcHMET AEDALLAN, the Patan
chief here alluded to, in 1757, has been mentioned in chap. x.
uof the fecond book, vol. 1. T

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IX.

Tbe Cempany’s Direfiion at Sur AT.— Pomp in which
the Direflor formerly appeared—Military and
Mearines.—Ceuncil.— Bookkeepers and other Of-
Jicers of the Company.—Thbeir Brokers.— Money-
changer.— Contraétors.—Incomes of the Company’s
Servants.—Further Particulars refpeliing their
Trade—Defeription of their WWharf in the Fengbi-
bander.

THE adminiftration of the affairs and
trade of the Company is at Surat, as in Ben-
gal, entrufted to a direétor ; thefe two places
are the only ones where the Company have
direftors.

Formerly our direttor here lived in great
pomp, on account of the ideas entertained
by the Mooss and Indians, who are aceuf-
tomed to calcelate the wealth of every one,
and to hold them in refpe&, in proportion
as they excel in grandeur and oftentation.
For this reafon the Company have not only

allowed
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allowed their dire&or to appear with mag-
nificence, but have alfo been at the expence
of the various ornaments and fervices of
gold and filver plate, which it was necef-
fary to keep for the purpofes of parade, and
which would have fallen too heavy upon
the direCtor himfelf. A certain number of
horfes, and, as I believe, one or two ele-
phants, chariots of ceremony, and palan-
keens, with trappings of gold and filver,
were kept at the charge of the Company,
to furnith a fplendid appearance whenever
the direftor went out in ftate.

But this is now all fet afide; and the
ornaments of gold and filver, the fervice
of filver plate, &c. to the value of thirty
thoufand rupees, were all carried on board
of my fhip to Batavia, and very little or
no appearance of pomp is at prefent kept
up at Surat.

The military, of whom there ufed to be
before one hundred men and upwards, are
now reduced to one enfign, and fifteen or
fixteen privates; and the marine eltablifh-
ment confifts in two commanders of the
Company’s fmall vellels in the river, and a

boatiwain
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boatfwain under the comptroller of equip-
ment ¥,

This decreafe plainly indicates the decay
of the trade of the Company, and perhaps
alfo an intention of gradually withdrawing
from this place, without giving any offence
to the government of the country, in order
that they might not oppofe the removal of
our trade, on account of the advantages
which they ftill derive from it.

Yet it is alleged that this is merely done
in order to bring this fattory upon another
footing, and to place it immediately under
the direétion of the adminiftration in Ho/-
land, as at prefent is the cafe with refpect
to Ceylon and Bengal; to which effeét, the
orders for fupplies, which were before exe-
cuted from Batavia, were henceforward to
be fulfilled by a veflel to be fent hither dire&
from Helland for that purpofe ; and thofe

for the year 1778 were accordingly made up
for Eurape.

® In 1776-17477, the eftablithment of the Dutch at Surar,
confified of thirty perfons in the civil fervice of the Company,
one clergyman, two furgeons, four mariners, and twenty-five
foldiers; in all fixty-two Evuropeans, 7.

To



s ]

To the direttor is adjoined, as in all other
places, a council, confifting at prefent, of the
direéior as prefident, the fenior merchant
and fecond, the merchant fifcal, and fix ju-
nior merchants, who, but without the direc-
tor, and having the fecond as prefident, com-
pofe the council of juftice.

Befides thefe there are feveral bookkeepers
and affiftants, who perform the writing
bufinefs ; a comptroller of equipment, who
has the rank of firft lieutenant; a chief
furgeon to the hofpital; and a djfpencier, or
purveyor, who is, at the fame time, book-
keeper.

There are likewife two faftors in the
Company’s lodge at Baroche, one of whom
is a junior merchant, and the other a book-
keeper.

The Company have alfo feveral natives
in their fervice. Of thefe, the chief are the
two brokers, one of whom is a Perfee, and
the other a Banian, who have already been
between thirty and forty years in that em-
ployment.

All- fales and purchafes relative to the
trade of the Company are made by them,
and they receive for brokerage one and a

L 4 half
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half per cent on the former, and three and
a quarter per cent on the latter. They fre-
quently purchafe for their own account all
the goods which the Company import. They
formerly even carried their influence in the
direétion to fuch a pitch, that no other na-
tive merchant durft ever make an offer for
any goods ; but the direftor Sewr, feeing
the evil confequences arifing from their af-
fumed exclufive privileges, invited himfelf
other merchants to come and treat for the
goods, againft which the brokers naturally
endeavoured to do all they could; but that
gentleman found means to pacify them, and
make them know their duty.

Neverthelefs he beftows much praife up-
on them in feftion 107, of his memorial,
where he fays, that the Company never
had more zealous, or more intelligent fer-
vants, nor ever will procure better mer-
chants as brokers, than thofe who are at
prefent in that employment. I will quote
his own words : « This . appears from the
* large cargoes which I have annually dif-
“ pofed of through their management, and
* from the great profits which I made upon
‘ them; this appears more evident from

¢ their
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“ their integrity, in punéually fulfilling
“ their engagements entered into by the
“ yearly contraéts which I made with them,
“ and by which I ftipulated, efpecially with
““ reipect to the purchafes to be made for
* the Company, the moft favourable terms
“ that could ever be obtained. To thefe
“ circumftances, therefore, I refer, as con-
* clufive proofs of the neceflity there is
* duly to appreciate the merits of our
“ brokers and contraftors, and to keep
“ them attached to our intereft. They
“ likewife afford proofs of the reality of the
“ amelioration of the trade of the Company
“ which has thereby taken place, during my
“ adminiftration.”

It were to be withed that they were ftill
held in the fame eftimation; but I have
feveral times heard complaints of the con-
trary, imparted to me in confidence; and
that they meet with much vexation and dif-
ficulty, by the machinations of the Englith,
and efpecially of their broker, who, it feems,
had much influence with the perfon who
has at prefent taken a great part of the dia
re€tion upon himfelf.

In former times, it appears, that the

brokers
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brokers employed by the Company, were
both banians : and it feems to have be-
come hereditary in the family of one of
them, for the prefent banian broker is the
fifth of his family, who has filled this of-
fice, during the fpace of upwards of one
hundred years.

But Mr. SCHREUDER, in his beforemen-
tioned memorial, addreffed to Mr. Pecock,
is of opinion, that it is better for the inte-
refts of the Company that their brokers be
of different religions, in order to have them
more under controul, and that the lefs mu-
tual good underftanding prevail between
them. Yet I never obferved otherwife than
that they were as confidentially conneéted
together, as if they were not alone’ of the
fame religion, but alfo own brothers.

Befides aéting as brokers in the fales and
purchafes of goods, one part of their office
is to attend at the durdar, or upon the city-
magiftrates, when there is any thing to do
there in behalf of the Company, either to .
prefer petitions, prefent remonftrances, or
make propofals, all which is done through
them.

The Company’s money-changer is alfo

one
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one of their principal native fervants. The
purchafe-money of the goods fold is depo-
fited in his hands, before they are delivered
out of the warehoufes. He puts the rupees
into bags, each containing one thoufand,
which he feals with his: chiap, and he is
obliged to ftand to the number, for which
he receives one-fixteenth per cent; yet the
bag muft be opened in his prefence, or elfe
he is not refponfible, if lefs than the right
fum be found in it. Thefe bags, fealed in
this manner, pafs through feveral hands,
and are currently taken for the value mark-
ed upon them, without being opened, or the
money counted out, as long as the feal re-
mains uninjured.

The Company have further their fur-
nifhers, or contraélors, being thofe perfons
with whom they contract for the delivery
of cotton cloths. They have the cottons
manufactured according to patterns given
to them, and as foon as they are ready,
they are carried into the lodge in the city,
where they are examined and compared
with the patterns, and fuch as do not agree,
or are faulty, are rejected, and returned to

the
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the contrators ; this is called to bazar the
cottons, and it may not be done in any other
place than in the lodge.

The direftor has, befides, two natives in
his fervice called hircarrahs, who carry fuch
meflages to the nabob, and the city-magif-
trates, as are of too little importance to
trouble the brokers with.

All the European fervants of the Com-
pany, from the dire¢tor down to the affift-
ants, enjoy a certain income, arifing from
two per cent upon the amount of the fales
of fpices, and of the purchafes of filks, cot-
ton cloths, raw filk, and cotton yarn, for
Europe, and from five per cent upon the
fales and purchafes of all other goods, al-

lowed them by the Company, of which a re-
partition was made by Mr.ScHREUDER, and
approved of by the government at Batavia, in
the year 1746.

Thofe who are employed in the ware-
houfes, in the purveyor’s office, at the
wharf, &c. have feveral other emoluments,
which are particularly detailed in the Regu-
lations iffued by the Company, containing the
Means of a better fubfiffence for their fervants,

of
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of which I may, perhaps, add copies in an
appendix *.

The chief articles of merchandize which
the Company difpofe of to advantage here,
at prefent, are, fpices, Japan copper in bars,
and fugar ; the other articles, fuch as tor-
toifethell, benzoin, tin, quickfilver, &ec.
which appear to have produced fome profit
in former years, are now either not fent
at all, or in {fmall quantities, as the greater
fupplies of them, now brought to Suraz, by
other nations, render the gains upon them
both precarious and of little confequence.

Yet the Company have fometimes been
obliged to put up with a profit of no more
than twenty-five per cent upon fome of the
firft mentioned articles: as for inftance s
when in one year, a certain favourite being
fent as chief to Surat, and it being forefeen
that his adminiftration would not be of long
duration, it was alleged that the Company’s

* The regulations intended to have been added by Mr.
Stavorisus in an appendix, were not publithed with his
voyages, but copies of them have been procured from Holland,
and tranflations of them arc added at the end of this volume,
in an appendix, which, it is prefumed, will be found ufeful to
explalu much of the domeftic economy of the Dutch Eaft-India

Company. 7.
warehoufes
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warehoufes at Batavia were fo glutted with
fugar, that it was neceflary to find fome
means of difpofing of the large quantities
on hand ; it was therefore determined that
all thould be thipped to Surat, with orders
to put off the whole, were even no more
obtainable than an advance of twenty-five
per cent on the invoice-value ; thefe in-
ftructions were faithfully attended to; and
after an adminiftration of two-and-twenty
months, the favourite returned well pleafed
to Batavia, plentifully loaded with rupees.
In the rainy feafon, fays Mr. ScurEUDER s
trade is at a fland, as the country-roads are
then impraéticable ; but moft of the cotton
cloths are woven during that feafon. The
beft time for trade is thortly afterwards, in
the latter end of September, or the begin-
ning of Oétober, as moft of the fupplies of
the preceding feafon are then exhaufted, and
the merchants can then fend their goods up
the country, and fell them to advantage.
Excepting what relates to the purchafed
cottons, all the Company's effecs and con-
cerns are at prefent upon their wharf, which
1s a piece of ground lying in the fouth-
weftern fuburb, called Jenghi-bander, by the
riverfide.
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riverfide. It was ceded to the Company,
partly as a purchafe, and partly as a dona-
tion, in’the time. of the embafly of Mr.
KETELAAR, in the year 1712 ; but the
abovementioned ufe was not made of it,
till under the direion of Mr. SExnr, who
contrived to convey thither all that was ne-
ceflary for that purpofe, and who obliged
the Company’s fervants to refide upon it. I
compute it to be about feven or eight acres
In extent; it is -covered with buildings and
warehoufes, except for about the length of
fifty or fixty roods (two hundred, or two
hundred and forty yards), along the river,
where a ftone wall has been ereted from
the riverfide, to the height of four feet above
the level ground, which has two gates, be-
fore each of which a pierhead juts out into
the river, where the goods are difcharged
and thipped, and the veffels lie always
afloat.

The building and repairing of this wall
have already coft the Company a large fum
of money, as well in what was paid to the
Moorifh government, in order to obtain
permiffion to ereét it, as in the expences of
the conftruétion itfelf. Mr. DE RoTs, who

feemed
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feemed to be very much in earneft to begin
this work, charged in account, it is faid,
no lefs a fum than eighty thoufand rupees,
folely for the cunﬁdtratiun-muney, given for
leave to build the wall; and when, two orthree
years ago, part of the wooden piles at the
northeaft fide required to be renewed, a fum
of forty thoufand rupees was charged for
effecting it ; each pile being provided, as I
was told, with eighty pounds weight of iron-
work.

At the weft end of the wall ftands the
houfe of the direftor, as alfo that of the fe-
cond ; on the other ﬁd'e, between thefe, is a
large open {fpace, on which the enfignftaff is
planted ; and about forty yards from the
wall there are four dwelling-houfes, of an
uniform height, being of one ftory, which
were ereéted under the laft direétion, with
the confent of the Englith and Moors: be-
hind them are fome fmaller buildings. The
bookkeepers and inferior fervants occupy
part of the warchoufes, which are very
flight, being only run up of bamboos and
woodwork,

The wharf is fhut every night by two
gaies, at one of which there is a guard of

military
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military, being juft beyond the hofpital,
over which the chicf furgeon has his apart-
ments.

I have now related all what I found wor-
thy of obfervation during the fhort ftay that
I made at Suras, which did not permit me
to examine into the manners and cuftoms of
the natives with more accuracy, though I
had the greateft defire to do it.

I fhall now go back to my journal, from
the time of my arrival at Surar.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER X,

Paffage up the River of SurRaT.— The Company’s
Garden ZorcvrY.—The Bar.—The Tary-dyke.
—Tomb of a Faguir—View of the City, &¢co—
Excurfion to ATTua—T0 a Garden of the Nabeb.
—Vifit to @ Faquir, who bad vowed a Silence of
twelve Years.—Tbe training of the Englifb Sepoys.
—Vifit to, and Account of, a Pagoda, and fime
Faquirs—Tbe Company's Brokers pay a Vifit to
the Autbor—He goes to fee a celebrated Faguir,
¢alled BAsBA SAHEB.— Accoum of bis Houfe,
Comverfation, Gc.—Vifit to anotber Pagoda, and
Aecount of fome religious Ceremonies of the Gentoos.
—Vifit to the Gardén of Becum SAHER.—Cele-
bration of the new Year by the Moors.— Proceffion
of the Nabob to the Mofque —Excurfion to, and
Account of, OLD SURAT, and of a Mofque there.—
Excurfion to Briavw.—To PorLe Parre.—
D:feription of a Species of Hemp.— Further Ac-
count of fome religious Ceremonies of the Gentoos.—
Preparations for Departure.

I HAVE before mentioned that beth the
thips, Ouwerkerk and Overboud, caft anchor
in the road of Surat, on the 10th of Novem-
ber, 1775.

The
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The next day, at noon, I left the thip,
and came in about half an hour to Attua,
or rather to the Company’s garden there,
called Zorgury (free from care), where the
direétor, Bosman, then was.

I found on the bar, in the Pafages/, nine
feet water, it having rifen, as I guefled, fix
feet. The mouth of the river is half a league
broad, by my computation, from Szaly to
the n.w. to Domiis to the s.k.

A little below Swualy, on the fame fide, is
the Tary-dyke, {o called from its being fre~
quented by {fome of the common people, who
retail their fary, or furs, to the paffers by : I
have before mentioned this liquor. The
eountry here looks very barren; but when
you get higher up; it affumes a better and
more fertile appearance. At intervals, large
fields of ailly, which the Moors call Juary,
are feen, divided from each other by inter-
vening pafture=grounds.

A little below the village of Omrab, on
the right hand, in going up the river, we
pafled the tomb of a faquir, which was at-
tended by two of thofe devotees: it ftands
in a little grove, out of which feveral long

bamboo
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bamboo poles rife, with little white flags,
with red {pots upon them.

On approaching nearer to the point of
Omrab, we got fizht of the city of Surat,
the Dutch and Englith wharfs, the Com-
pany’s garden, and, in particular, the Moorith
caftle, all which together make a lively and
variegated appearance, from the numerous
and different flags that are difplayed upon
them.

The whole lies on the fouth bank of the
river, which is here about one hundred and
fixty, or two hundred yards in breadth. On
the oppofite bank are extenfive plains, the
view over which is bounded by woods.

After I had informed Mr. Bosman of my
arrival, and had ftayed a fhort time with
him, I left him, and went, by the fame boat
which brought me, to the Dutch wharf. I
took up my quarters in a houfe which ftood
juft without- the wharf, and which had been
hired for me at the rate of twenty-five rupees
per month: this manfion was more like a
ftable than a houfe; yet I was told, what I
afterwards found to be the fa&, that it was
enc of the beft that could be procured here.

I took
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I took a walk, early in the morning, on
the next day, to Affua, in order to fpeak with
Mr. BosMaN on various matters concern-
ing my thip, &c. The road thither is very
pleafant and fhady. On ‘the right hand
there were people employed by the orders of
the Englith chief, to dig up the foundations
of a ftrong wall, that had furrounded a piece
of ground fituated by the fide of the river,
within which a kind of town had been built
by a native merchant, named Faxkoogr-
DEER, who had nineteen fhips of his own
at fea, and of whom it was related, that he
never could bring the number to twenty, for
the twentieth was no fooner equipped, than
he received advice of the lofs of one of the
others. The wealth of this man was fo
immenfe, that he intended to have covered
this wall with plates of copper; and he had
altually begun to do fo, when the nabob,
having inticed him into the city with pro-
feflions of friendfhip and regard, and after
having in vain attempted to poifon him, as
he always fecretly carried an antidote with
him, inclofed in a ring, put him at laft to
death by violent means, in his garden of
Mabmoudi Bagh.

In
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In the afternoon I went on an excurfion
out of the city, through the Brisuw-gate, to
a garden of the nabob, which, from that
gate, is called the Briguw-garden. The
building, which 1s ereéted in this garden, con-
fifts of a large dfvan, or faloon, open before
and behind, and having a kind of pavillion
on each fide, with fmall recefles, or retiring
rooms. Before the building, an oblong
{quare piece of ground, one hundred and
fixty, or one hundred and eighty yards in
length, is funk lower than the ground fur-
rounding it, the edges of which are fup-
ported from falling down by a brick wall of
two feet in height : this plot of ground is
divided into beds, in which all forts of
flowers are fown, or planted. The reft of
the garden is planted with various fruit-trees,
and among them many vines ; the watering
of the garden is effefted by means of brick
channels, which convey the water wherever
it is wanted ; this water is got out of brick
cifterns, brought up in leathern bags by oxen,
and poured out into large ftone refervoirs.

All the other gardens of the nabob, which
1 went to fee, at different times, are laid out
nearly in the fame manner,

On
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On the 15th of November, I rode out
with Mr. vaAN DER SLEYDEN, the fifcal of
this diretion, who had the goodnefs to ac-
company me to the places where there was
any thing remarkable, to fee a faquir, who
had impofed a filence of twelve years, as a
penance, upon himfelf; ten years had already
elapfed fince he had not fpoken: we found
him in a large hut, which had been made
for him upon his coming hither a few
months before, for thefe penitentiary de-
votees feldom remain long in the fame place ;
he was fitting by a little fire, although it
was very hot weather on that day.

He appeared to me to be about thirty
years of age, was well made, and more in-
clined to corpulency than fparenefs ; he was
covered with a white duft, which was made
of afhes of burnt cowdung, and is faid to be
very cooling; his hair and beard were, in
particular, filled with this duft, which made
a moft difgufting appearance : his food con-
fifted of confeéionary, or fweatmeats, and
his drink of milk, which the byftanders faid,
for there were feveral people who vifited
and attended him in this hut, was brought
to him every day out of heaven; they like-

wife
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wife informed me that the place of his birth
was fomewhere in or near Bengal: he was
able, as T was told, to convey his meaning
very plainly by figns. Oppofite to where he
fat, was the image of the idol to whom he
paid his devotions, placed'in a femicircular
niche : it was carved of one piece of a black
thining ftone, and reprefented a man in ar-
mour, with four arms: it was about three
feet in height.

The Gentoos paid great refpe@ to this
faquir, on account of the fingularity of his
penance.

When I was at the fame place, about a
fortnight afterwards, he was gone, and na
one knew whither ; his hut was demolifthed,
and there remained no veftige of his tem-
porary abode on that fpot, but the niche in
which the image of his idol had been placed.

On the 16th of the fame month, proclama-
tion was made throughout the city, by order
of the nabob, that the day of the enfuing new
moon would equally be the firft day of the
dew year: this proclamation was made
amidft the beating of drums, and the found-
ing of a fort of trumpets, or clarions.

The day after, I went, carly in the morn-

ing,
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ing, to fee the Englith fepoys perform their
exercife ; they had been raifed a fhort time
before to ferve in the war againft the Ma-
rattas : this was done upon the Meidan,
They formed a body of about two hundred.
Their fubaltern officers were of their own
nation : they all wore a fhort fearlet coat,
laced with gold ; pantaloons, and half boots,
in the Moorifh fathion ; and a white turban
wrapped round the head: Their commard-
ing officers were Englithmen.

They fired tolerably well ; but the evolu-
tions, and the clofing of the ranks and files,
were but indifferently performed. I like-
wife obferved that moft of them turned their
heads afide when they fired.

In the afternoon, I went on an excurfion,
out of the Mbcha-gate, on the road to Om-
rab, to a Gentoo pagoda, which was at the
diftance of about half a mile from the river.
It was very fmall, being fcarcely ten feet
{quare, covered at top with a cupola. In
the middle of the floor was a round hole,
in which there lay a rough unhewn ftone,
firewed with flowers. In a niche in the
wall, lay a large red brick, with fome figures
delineated upon it ; but they were fo worn

out
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out by length of time, that little of them
could be difcerned. In a corner, on the fide
of the entrance, there was a reprefentation
of fome animal lying down, made, as it
were, of one brick, but in fuch a clumfy
manner, that it was impoffible to fay what
particular animal it was intended for. - Upon
the wall, oppofite to the entrance, were

Paintcd the figures of the fun and moon.
Not far from the pagoda was the faquir’s
tomb, which I mentioned before. The grave
was covered by a ftone, about two feet above
the ground. About twenty-five paces off,
was the abode of two others faquirs, in a
hittle hut, under fome trees, and encircled
by a paling of bamboo : they were kcepers
of the tomb, to which fervice they had de-
voted themfelves; and when thefe die, they
. are buried as the others, and other faquirs
again perform the fame fervice of guarding
their graves, 1
On the 18th, I received a vifit from the
brokers of the Company, of whom I have
before made fome mention. One of them,
the chief of the Perfees, ManTCHERGT by
pame, was formerly an immenfely rich man,
and one of the moft cayital'mcr{_:hants of
: Sur aty
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Burat, but, by many misfortunes, to which
the Englith did not contribute a little, he
has loft much of his wealth; the other,
called Govenram, is a Banian, who is
equally efteemed a 'man of large property,
and who could fpeak a good deal of Dutch,
fo as almott to carry on a converfation with-
out interruption. According to the cuftom
of the country, I had betel prefented to them
when they were about to depart, and rofe-
water poured over their hands, with which
they likewife moiftened their faces.

The next day, early in the morning, I
paid a vifit, in my palankeen, to the Banian
hofpital for fick and maimed animals, of
which I have before given an account.

In the afternoon, I rode with Mr. St urs-
KENS to Poele Parra, not far from which
place a Gentoo faint, or faquir, refided, wha
was held in the greateft veneration by them,
and was addrefled by the title of Bassa
SauES, or Lord and Fatber : the Europeans
called him by the fame name,

This faquir was fo. highly venerated by all
who are of the heathen, or Gentoo, religion,
that even the Marattas at Poonab, when they
were at Poele Parra, in the year before, and

had
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had burnt to the ground and deftroyed the
houfe and garden of the Englith broker, not
only abftained from doing the leaft damage
to the manfion of the holy man, but their
chiefs went in perfon to pay their refpeéts ta
him ; and, at his entreaties, ceafed from
. Tavaging that neighbourhood any more.

He refided in a pretty large houfe, of a
fquare form, built of ftone, with balconies
all around it. Within it there was an open
fquare fpace, in the middle of which ftood
a little pagoda, in which there was nothing
to be {een but fome frightful idols: in one
of the upper balconies was the image, being
the reprefentation of a woman, with four
arms, to whom the faquir and his attendants
paid their religious adorations, and who had
firewed it plentifully with flowers.

We found this reputed faint in another
gallery, whence there was a beautiful prof-
peét of the river and its eaftern thore, He
was fitting on a large roupd mattrefs. His
whole body, face, and head, were covered
with the fame fort of afhes of which I have
before made mention, and of which he gave
feme to me, to fatisfy my curiofity.

He received usin a very friendly manner;

but
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but he did not rife from his feat. He had
{everal young brahmins round him, as well
to attend upon him, as to liften to theleflons
which he gave them concerning their re-
ligion. ‘The converfation was carried on by
means of eur fervants, who were, however,
but, very wretched interpreters. 1 wanted
much, by their mecans, to have entered into
fome difcourfe with him, in order to obtain
a better infight into his religion; but Mr.
Spurskens defired me not to do fo, as there
were too many byftanders of his people, in
whofe prefence he would not like to exprefs
his fentiments with freedom and precifion ;
but he faid, that he had more than once been
in private with him, and had then converfed
with him, without difguife, refpeting his
religion, undisfigured by the fuperftitious
notions of the common people.

I went afterwards three feveral times to
fee him, in the hope that I might meet with
him alone, and be equally fortunate with Mr.
SLuIskENSs in hearing his real ideas on that
fubjeét ; but it was in vain, for he had al-
ways fome of his people with him, whom he
did not appear defirous of fending away.

One time that I was with him, in com-

pany
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pany with Mr. vax peg SLEYBEN, I caufed
the queftion to be put to him, how old he
was? to which he at firft anfwered: ¢ One
** day and one night;” but afterwards he
faid, « that after his birth, he had firft been
“ an infant; that when he grew older, he
“ got a beard, and encreafed in ftrength, as
* he encreafed in age ; and that he was now
“ fo far advanced in years, that his teeth
‘¢ began to be loofe ; but that, as near as
“ he could remember, his period of life had
“ hitherto been full feventy years.”

He will, doubtlefs, have exprefled his
meaning, in an{fwer to the fimple queftion
propofed to him, in a better manner than is
here put down ; but the broken language of
our interpreters, rendered the tranflation of
his words neither very clear, nor very in<
terefting.

This may ferve in confirmation of what 1
have before remarked, on fpeaking of the
-religions of the ecaft, namely, that we fhall
not, in Europe, in all probability, ever ob<
tain a true notion of the religion of the
Gentoos, which is enveloped in fo many
fuperftitious myfteries, on account of the
ignorance in their language, of thofe who

may



[ 575 1

may otherwife be able and inclined to make
the enquiries neceflary for that purpofe.

Our interpreter told us further, “ that he
*“ compared Mr. vAN DER SLEYDEN and
“ me to good and fpirited horfes, who werc
“ every day duly provided with proper food,
“ and were taken care of by careful grooms,
“ who did their beft to keep up and improve
“ the ftrength and beauty of their horfes;
“ and himfelf to a little good-for-nothing
“ poney, lame, and of little ufe, but which
“ was cqually valvable in the eyes of the
“ owner, with either of the others.”

While we were with him, a Gentoo
woman came to let him know that fhe had
performed the penance which he had im-
pofed upon her; whereupon he feemed to
give her his bleffing, and a little cut areca-
nut, with which fthe departed highly fatisfied.

He wanted very much, that we fhould
ftay with him that night, faying, that he
would provide us with victuals, drink, and
beds ; but as we were both obliged to return
to the city, we politely declined his hof-
pitable offer.

On the zoth of November, I rode, with

Mr. vAN DER SLEYDEN, to what is called
the
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the Mango-grove, being on the road to Om-
rab, near which there was a pagoda, where
the brahmins were to perform fome of the
ceremonies of their religion on that day.
We found fixteen or eighteen of thefe
Indian priefts, who are diftinguifhable by
little cords, to which a bead is attached in
the middle, and which hang down their body
over their left thoulder. One, who feemed
to be the principal among them, fat before
a {mall oftagon hole, which appeared, by the
eye, to be about a foot and a half in depth,
and wherein there lay one of their holy
ftones, which they ornamented with flowers,
heaped up upon it, like a pyramid, during a
continued finging, and clapping of hands, in
a regular cadence: the chief fang firft, and
the others anfwered him in chorus: when
the pyramid of flowers was completed, a
large nofegay was placed at the top: at
foon as this was done, they redoubled their
finging and clapping, and appeared to con-
gratulate each other on the completion of
their work. Then one of the brahmins
ftood up, and ftepped to the place where the
principal brahmin fat, who wetted his fore-
head with a reddith liquid, and afterwards

placed
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placed in his hands the fhell containing that
liquid, when he went round to the others,
and wetted their foreheads in the fame
manmner.

On the 211t, in the afternoon, I went to
fee the garden which had been laid out by
Becum Sanes, fifter to the celebrated Av-
RENGZEBE. I walked over it with THEVE-
NoT’s travels in my hand, and found every
thing perfe@ly agreeing with his account,
making allowance for the circumftance that
that traveller faw it in its greateft {plendour,
and I, more than a century afterwards, in a
deplorable ftate of decay.

On the 23d, in the afternoon, I went to
fee the Bora-garden, which alfo lies in the
outer town, between the Naflary and Debly
gates; but I did not obferve any thing par-
ticularly remarkable about it.

On the 24th, in the evening, five guns
were fired from the Moorith caftle, which
is cuftomary, whenever their new moon,
with which their months begin, makes her
firft appearance ; but that which now took
place, was of the more confideration, as the
commencement of their new year was like-
wife to be taken from it, and the next day

was
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was to be the firft of the year 1190 of the
Hegira, or of the flight of ManoMED from
Mecca to Medina.

I went, on the enfuing morning, with Mr.
VAN DER SLEYDEN to the Meidan, where
we took our ftand upon a piece of higher
ground, that we might have a view of the
procefiion in which the nabob was to ride in
ftate, to one of the mafieds or mofques, in
order to put up his prayers, in public, on the
cccafion of the new year, according to annual
cuftom.

The proceffion began to move from the
court, or durbar, about half paftfeven o’clock.
Firft rode the cafoual, or theriff, who is the
officer appointed to watch over the tranquil-
lity of the city, accompanied by his officers
and people, and followed by one founding a
large clarion. Next came a large elephant,
marching with great gravity, with a large
fquare turret upon his back, furrounded with
lattice-work, in which therc were fome peo-
ple, one of whom carried the ftandard of -
ManoMED in his hand : this was of a trian-
gular fthape, and made of green filk, em-
broidered with flowers of gold. Behind came
ten or twelve fimilar, but {maller, ftandards,

which
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which were carried by men on foot. Then
followed another large, and a fmaller ele-
phant, carrying, in a kind of large fquare
troughs, upon their backs, the offerings
which the nabob was to diftribute to the poor.
Next came two camels, with a kettledrum.
Then feveral Moors, both on foot and on
horfeback, with drums, flutes, French horns,
and other fonorous inftruments of mufic.
Immediately after them followed the nabob,
fitting upon an elephant of an enormous fize,
under a pavillinn. of fcarlet cloth, with two
circular canopies, which were fupported by
fmall pilafters ; behind him ftood a fervant,
who drove away the flies from him, witha
fan, or brufh, of cow-hair *: the clephant

# The cowhair of which thefe brufhes are made, is one of
the ftaple commodities of T#iber, and is produced by a {pecies
of cattle different from what is found in any other country.
This {pecies isof a larger fize than the common Thibet breed,
has fhort horns, and no hump on the back. The fkin is
covered with whitifh hair of a filky appearance ; but the chief
fingularity of the breed is in the tail, which fpreads out, broad
and long, with flowing hairs, like that of a beautiful mare,
but much finer, and far more glofly. Thefe tails fell very
high, and are unfed, mounted on filver handles, for chowras,
or brufhes, to chace away the flies; and no man of confequence
in India, goes out, or fits in form at home, without one or
two chowrawbadars, or brufhers, attending him, with fuch

inltruments in their hands, 7.
: Was
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was richly caparifoned, having a covering of
fcarlet cloth, hanging half way down to the
ground, richly laced and embroidered with
gold, and with a long gold fringe hanging
down from the edges; its ears were painted
with a variety of figures, and the whole made
a moft fplendid appearance. A green filk
flag was carried before the nabob, having, as
it appeared to me, a golden dagger in the
center of 'it. The procefiion was clofed by
a company of Patan foldiers, or fepoys.

When, at about half paft nine o’clock, the
train returned again paft the caftle, a falute
of fifteen guns was fired from it, which was
anfwered by the fame number of difcharges
from five picces of artillery, placed exprefsly
for that purpofe upon the Meidan.,

In the afternoon, I went up the riverin a
boat, with the comptroller of equipment,
BoerLEg, and Mr. van DEr SLEYDEN, to the
town of O/ Surat, which lies about half a
Dutch mile higher up, on the oppofite fide
of the river.

This is ftill a town of a pretty large fize,
built along the fide of the river part of the
walls and ditches, which formerly furrounded
it on the landfide, are ftill in exiftence ; but
it has much run to decay within the walls,

Paffing
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Pafling-by a maffied, or mofque, we had
the curiofity to ftep into it, in order totake a
view of the infide, which we were allowed
to do, upon pulling off our thoes on entering
it. I did not fee any thing in this mofque
more particularly worthy of remark, than in
that I had before feen at Surat: to the wett,
there was a little clofet made in the wall, in
which they faid that the Koran lay ; it ferved
likewife, at the fame time, for the xEBLA,
or place towards which thofe that pray in
the mofque muft turn their faces, becaufe
Mecca lay in that diretion from that place:
by the fide of it was a femicircular place in
the wall, about fix feet high, in which the
officiating smam places himfelf when he ad-
drefles a difcourfe to the people. At the end
of the maffied we found, ftanding in a corner,
a large, oblong, fquare ftone, upon which
was infcribed, 1n Arabic charaflters, the
cuftomary ejaculation of mahomedani{m :
¢ There is but one God, and MAHoOMED is
¢ his prophet.” It had been engraven on
the ftone, in the year 150 of the Hegira;
and the ftone itfelf had been brought feveral
centuries ago from Fedda to where it now is,

at leaft, according to the relation of two of
their
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their religious officiants, who pointed it out
to us.

I made a tour, on the 26th, in the after-
noon, to Briauw, a village on the other fide
of the river, through which you pafs on going
to BWM&I&",. Amedabad, and other places in-
land. On paffing the Tapi here, it is very
fhallow, having fcarcely three feet water, fo
that moft of the natives pafs it on foot; but
carriages are ferried over in a boat. The
village itfelf has nothing remarkable in it.

On the 1ft of December, I rode the fame
way, but higher up: on the riverfide, a
a little below Poele Parra, there is a large
and broad flight of ftone fteps, for the pur-
pofe of going down to bathe in the river.

Here I faw the preparation of a fort of
hemp, which bears much refemblance to flax.
The plant that produces it is called fanne by
the natives ; it thoots forth a thin ftalk, to
the height of a man, and about the thicknefs
of a little finger ; it has no leaves, except a
few, of a grafs-green colour, at the top, from
between which grows a little yellow flower.
After being cut, it is tied in bundles, and
laid in the river, with clay or earth upon it,
to keep it under water, where it is fuffered to

rot,
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rot, and where it continues till the ftalks
feparate into filaments. It is then hung up,
dried, and afterwards beaten and heckelled.
The threads, though fomewhat coarfe, are
long and ftrong; and, although the people
here think it cannot be made any other ufe
of, than to be fpun into fail-yarn, I am con-
fident that good and fubftantial cordage might
‘be made from it, and that they could, in
confequence, do without European cordage,
which is very dear here, and renders the
outfit of veflels very expenfive ; for the coir
cannot be employed in all purpofes of naval
equipment. When the fame plant is not laid
in water, but only dried, very good matches
are made of it.

On other days I went to {ee various other
curiofities in and near Swrat; the royal
mint, the caravanferas, the burying-places
of the banian or gentoo faints, &c.

About the time when the Company’s cot-
ton cloths were to be fhipped, the Englith
began to renew their former demands, name-
ly, that the bales fhould be chiapped by an
officer appointed by them, as well as by the
one appointed for that purpofe by the nabob,

N 4 being
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being the fame innovation which they had
attempted to introduce the preceding year,
threatening that they would not otherwife
fuffer one bale to go from the fhore; but our
people ftrenuoufly oppofed this unjuft de-
mand, and declared that, if it were perfifted
in, the Company’s thips fthould go away
empty, for they would never agree to fubmit
to it; protefting, at the fame time, that all
the damage and lofs accruing therefrom,
thould remain for the refponfability of the
Englith. Upon this, they defifted from their
demand, and the bales were, according to
ancient cuftom, chiapped by the officers of
the nabob alone.

The 18th of December was a great holi-
day, or feftival, for the banians, and gen-
toos, being the laft Monday of the moon,
which had fallen in on the 24th of November.

Their brabhmins determine at the time of
each new moon, how many, and what holi-
days, or feftivals, fhall be obferved during
that lunation, and which days they fhall
count lucky, and which unlucky.

Theirreligiousceremonies, on this occafion,
confifted chiefly in vifiting a pagoda, fituated

near
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aear the village of Oedanam ; and, in order to
fee them, I went thither, in the afternoon,
in my palankeen.

The road fwarmed with banians and gen-
toos, who were going to, or returning from,
the pagoda ; they were almoft all men ; the
worren, as I was told, had gone thither early
in the morning,. When I came near the
place, the croud was fo great, that I had no
little trouble to get through it, although I
had taken eight {epoys with me, on purpofe to
clear the way. ;

Theenvirons of the village were filled with
faquirs and beggars, foliciting for alms; there
were alfo a number of little tents, or booths,
pitched in the neighbourhood, where flowers,
fruits, &c. were {fold.

The pagoda, towards which the greateft
croud prefled, ftood a little on one fide, upon
an eminence. It was but {mall; in the cen-
ter of the floor, was a little oftagonal pit, half
full of water, in the middle of which lay a
rough, unhewn ftone, which was the obje&
of their adoration. The preffure of the peo-
ple who caft flowers upon the ftone was fo
great, that I could {carcely fee what was

going
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going forward, though the brahmins took
great pains to make fufficient room for me.

Two images, which appeared to me to
be made of clay, and one of which was the
reprefentation of a human body, with the head
of a fwine, ftood againft the wall. Every
one who.came here, made their falammas, in
token of refpe@, both to thefe images, and
to the ftone which lay in the hole, giving
money, according to their refpetive abilities,
to the brahmins, who, in return, wetted their
hands, or faces, with the water in which the
ftone lay ; whilft there were but a few who
had the good fortune to be thus wetted by a
brahmin, after he had ftroked his moiftened
hand over the abovementioned images of clay.
They then muttered their prayers, and mak-
ing fome more falammas to the objects of their
devotion, they departed highly pleafed, and
made place for others.

I ftaid about half an hour to fec this fcene
going on; but I wasthen obliged to return
again into the open air, becaufe of the flifling
clofenefs of the place, occafioned by the ref-
piration of the croud within the little temple,
and the fmoke of the lamps, which it was

neceflary
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neceffary to burn in it; for no other light
could come to it from without, than through
the entrance, which was now nearly choaked
up, by the great multitude of people going in
and out.

The remainder of the time during which
1 ftaid at Swraf, was devoted to the fettling
of my own concerns, to the receiving a re-
turn-cargo for Bafavia, on board of my fhip,
and to parting entertainments, which feveral
of the members of this direction were pleafed
to give on my account, {o that I had no fur-
ther opportunity of going to fee any thing
more of importance.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XL

Departure from SuraT.— The Zodiacal Light. —
View of Cape Comor1n.—Paffage of the Line—
An Eclipfe of the Moon.—View of the Ifland Ex-
cANo.—Account of it, and of its Inbabitants.—
View of the Jland SumaTrA—KRAKETAU, EC.
— Intelligence of the Death of the Governor General,
VAN DER ParrA.—dnchorage at BATAVIA.—
Remarks on the Signs of Land obferved at a great
Diffance from the Shore.— The OUWERKERK
again appointed to go to Surat.—Repaired at the
Ifland Osrust.— Loaded and ready for Jailing.

: ON the joth of September, having fettled
all my concerns at Swrat, I went down to
the road, and found every thing on board of
my thip, Ouwerkerk, in readinefs for failing,
{ave fome bales of cotton cloth, which were
to make part of the cargo, and had not yet
come down, but which came on board early
the next morning.

In the afternoon, the fifcal, VAN DER
SLeYDEN, with the deputies from the coun-
cil of juftice, came on board, to mufter my

Crew,
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crew, which was found to amount to one
hundred and feventy-two fouls, Europeans,
Moors, Bouginefe, and paffengers. In the
night, the direftor of Suraf, Mr. Bosman,
on board of the Company’s {chooner, the
Young Peter, dropped anchor clofe to us. I
received from him the Company’s papers, and
my final difpatches, and diretly, when the
tide of flood had fubfided, I weighed anchor,
and got under fail ; but finding that the fhip
Owverhoud did not follow me, I caft anchor
again at half paft three o’clock, p.M. abreaft
of the point of Nafary, and juft in fight of
the road.

On the following morning, at four o’clock,
we again got under fail, with the tide of ebb,
and we fucceeded in getting abreaft of Cape
St. fobn the fame evening, and thus.out of
the banks; whence we fteered our courfe,
according to the Company’s failing-orders,
s.w. in order to keep clear of the land, and
of the Maratta fleet, which is generally on
or near the coaft. We faw, on that evening,
at funfet, a fleet of veflels, at leaft fifty in
number, amongft which there were three
large grabs, lying at anchor, fouth of us ; and
being uncertain whether this was the Ma-

ratta
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ratta fleet or not, we got all ready for an
engagement ; we pafled, at feven o'clock,
p.M. half a league to the weftward of them,
without their thewing any figns of an inten-
tion of attacking us, whence we concluded
that it was an Englith convoy, coming from
Bombay.

On the 6th of January, 1776, being, by
eftimation, thirty leagues from the land, we
changed our courfe to s.s.E. and, on the 8th,
to s.E. ; but being on the next day, at fun-
rife, within fight of the land, that lies a little
to the fouthward of the Portuguefe capital,
Goa, we again ftcered ina foutherly direc-
tion, fo that, at funfet, we could diftinguifh
very little of the land.

On the gth of January, and for feveral
following days, we faw every evening, from
feven to eight o'clock, the zodiacal light in
the weft, in the fame manner as we had
before feen it, in the month of O¢tober, in
the eaft ; but it was then more bright, and
nearcr approaching to twilight, alfo more
vifible, and terminating in a point : the
time when I faw this appearance at the
ftrongeft, was on the 21ft of January, at half
pait feven o’clock in the evening, in north

latitude



[ 29t ]

latitude 8° 30, abreaft of Coylang, on the
coaft of Malabar, three leagues off : it then
appeared as light and clear as the breaking
of the day, about a quarter of an hour before
funrife; its bafe ftood upon a dark cloud,
fuch as the feamen call a fog-bank, which
rofe about three degrees above the horizon ;
the breadth of the light was, at the bottom,
nearly 10°, and it was vifible to the height
of 40°, where it terminated in a pyramidal
form. It was ftill vifible at nine o’clock,
but not half fo bright as before ; it darkened
the luftre of moft of the ftars that were
within its range ; but I never faw the zodi-
acal light, without a cloud, or fog-bank,
upon which its bafis refted.

We continued to fail along, keeping juft
out of fight of the land, without meeting
with any thing remarkable, till the 2oth of
January, when we again got fight of the
land ; it was near Cali Coylang ; whereupon
the thip Overboud parted from us the next
day, and purfued her voyage for Punto Galls,
in Ceylon. In the evening, we faw the flag
of Coylang, and, on the next day, at funfet,
the Englith fort of Ansengo, and the high -
land of Cape Comarin, the fouthernmoft point

of
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of India within the Ganges, whence we fteered
for the offing, in order to purfue our voyage
for Batavia ; yet we were not able to double
the Cape till the 25th, by reafon of the
calms, and a contrary current, which we
met with; on that day, however, we got
into the current of the ftrong northeaft
winds which {weep down along the high
mountains of the Ghaurs, and which make
the bad monfoon on the coaft of Coromandel.

On the 26th of January, we thought that
we had a glimpfe of the ifland Cey/lon, bearing
N.E. by N.

We had now a fettled N.E. and E.N.E.
wind, which carried us, on the 2d of Fe-
bruary, at noon, under the line, in the lon-
gitude, by eftimation, of 99° eaft of Teneriffz.
On the fame day the wind veered through
the north to weft, but with light airs.

On the evening of the 4th enfuing, we
faw a total eclipfe of the moon: we could
not obferve the commencement of it, as the
moon rofe during the eclipfe: the entire
obfcuration was at fifty-three minutes paft
fixo'clock ; the time when the planet began
to recover its light, thirty-nine minutes paft
cight 5 and the termination of the eclipfe, at

forty=
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forty-four minutes paft nine, fo that the du--
ration of the total obfcuration was one hour
and five minutes.

We had continual calms, or variable
winds, which, from the middle of February
to the r2th of March, blew moftly from the
foutheaft: and as, from what is generally
the cafe, we had to expeét wefterly winds in
this part of the navigation, our voyage was
greatly retarded, fo that we did not come in
fight of the ifland Engano * till the 18th of

March.

* The ifland of Engans, although frequently feen and men-
tioned by navigators, as moft veflels that pafs the firaits of
Sunda, during the wefterly monfoon, run in fight of it, feems
not to have been vifited by any Europeans, but once, of which
an account is given in the Philsfepbical Tranfafioms of 1778 ;
the rocks and breakers, with which it is furrounded, having
always difcouraged the attempt. The notice taken of it by
Mr. Stavorinus, vol. I, page 48, except the fhort mention
of its inhabitants, is merely what a paffing feaman might col-
le& from its appearance. In the firft voyage of the Dutch to
the Eaft-Indies, performed in 1596, coming in fight of ¢ the
* ifland of Pugmiatan, which the Portuguefe have named En.
“ gamo, they faw fix or feven canoes under the land: a boat
“ was manned for the purpofe of {peaking to them; but on
* feeing the Europeans advance, the Indians went back, and
“ drew their canoes upon the beach : thefe canoes were pretty
¢ long, but fearcely one foot in breadth, and had two out-
“ riggers: the people that were in them made figns for the
“ Dutch to come on fhore, which they did not do, not being

¢ fuficiently
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March. Four days before we had feen a

fail under Dutch colours.
We

“ fufficiently armed : thefe iflanders were about twenty.three
“ in number, aad well armed with bows and arrows; they
- % were tall and well made, and of a yellowith hue, like the
“ Brafilians; they wore very long hair, perfeftly ftraight,
* banging down over their fhoulders; they were entirely
* naked, and had not the leaft covering on any part of the
“ body.” From that time, till the abovementioned voyage
made to it from Bencoolen, for the purpole of exploring it, we
do not know that any perfon either touched at, or has deferibed
it. The relation of this attempt not being acceffible to all,
we add an abftraét of it.—« With great difficulty and danger
* we beat up the whole weft fide of ir, without finding any
* place where we could attempt to land; and we loft two
* anchors, and had very nearly fuffered thipwreck, before we
# founda fecure place into which we could run the veffel. At
“ laft, however, we difcovered a fpacious harbour at the fouth-
* eafk end of the ifland, and 1 immediately went into it in the
#* boat, and ordered the veiTc! to follow me as foon as poffible,
* forit was then a dead calm. We rowed direétly into this
** bay; and as foon as we had got round the points of an
¢ ifland which lay off the harbour, we difcovered all the beach
# covered with nsked favages, armed with Jances and clubs ;
¥ and twelve eances full of them, who, till we had paifed
them, had lain concealed, rufhed out upon me, making a
horrid noife. As I had only one European, and four black
* foldiers, befides the four lafcars that rowed the boat, I
* thought it beft to return, if poffible, under the guns of the
*-veflel, before I ventured to fpeak with them. The canoes,
¢ after having purfued us for & mile, ftopped a little to con-
@ I,'uflt together, which gave us an opportunity to efcape, as
¥ they did not care tv follow us outto fea. The fame after-

“ noon,
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We found here that we were fifty-eight

and a half leagues more to the weftward,
than

“ noon, the veffel came to an anchor in the bay, and we were
* prefently vifited by fifty or fixtj canoes, full of peole,
They paddied round the vefiel, and called ro us in a language
“ which nobody on board underftood, though I had people
* with me who underftood the languages fpoken onall the other
iflands. They looked at every thing about the veffel very
attentively, but more for the fake of pilfering, than from
* curiofity ; for they watched an opportunity, and unfhipped
the rudder of the boat, and paddled away with it. I fired
* a mufket over their heads, the noife of which frightened
&% them fo, that all of them leaped into the fea, but foon re-
¢ covered themfelves, and paddled off. I went on fhore the
* theday after; Ifaw a few houfes near the beach, and went
¢ towards them; but the natives flocked dowvn, 1o the number
“ of fixty or l'cvtntjr men, well armed with lances, &¢. and put
themfelves in our way; yet, when we approached them,
they retreated flowly, making a few threatening geflures,
“ 1 then ordered my companions to halt, and went alons
* towards them; they permitted me to come amongft them,
“ and I gave them fome knives, pieces of clath, and look-
 ing-glaffes, with which they.feemed well pleafed, and al-
* lowed me to take their lances, &c. and give them to my
fervant, whom I had called to take them. Finding them
behave civilly, I made figns that I wanted to go to their
houfes and eat with them ; they immediately fent people,
¢ who brought me cocoa-nuts, but did not feem to approve
¢ of my going to their houfes : however, [ determined ta
& venture, and feeing a path leading towards them, I went
‘ forward, attended by sbout twenty of the natives, who,
* as foon as we had got behind fome trees, which prevented
my people from feeing us, began to lay violent hands on

“omy
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than by our reckoning, fince our obfervation

of, and departure from, Cape Comorin, on
the

“ my clothes, and endeavour to pull them off; but having
“ a fmall Lisger, I drew it, and making a ftroke at one of
¢ them, retreaccd as faft as poffible to the besch. Soon after
* we heard the found of a conchthell, and a party of about
* two bundred, affembled at about a mile diitance. It was
“ now near {funfet, and we were near a mile from our boat,
% I therefore returned on board, but firft went to the hoyles
# which the natives had abandoned, and found them ftrip-
' ped of every thing. I intended to have attempted an-
“ other day, to have penetrated into the country, and had
* prepared my people for it: but the inconfiderate re-
* fentment of an officer, rendered my fcheme abortive. He
® had been in the boat to fome of the natives, who had
* waded out on a reef of rocks, and called to us ; they had
*¢ brought fome cocoanuts, for which be gave them pieces of
“ cloth : one of them, feeing his hanger lying befide him in
# the boar, fnatched it and ran away ; upon which he fired
** upen them, and purfued them to foms of their houfes,
“ which, finding empty, he burnt. ‘This fet the whole
 country in alarm ; conchiliells were founded all aver the
* bay, aad in the morning we faw great multitudes of pea-
* ple afembled in different places, making threatening gef-
# tures: fo that, finding it would be unfafe to venture among
*t them again, as, for want of underftanding their language,
* we could not come to apy explanation with them, I or-
% dered the anchor to he weighed, and failed out of the bay,
¢ bringing away two of the natives with me, They arca
** tall wellmade people ; the men, in general, about five feet
# eight or ten inches high ; the women fhorter, and more
“ clumfy, They are of a red colour, and haye ftraight black
L1 hii.l‘;
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the 24th of January; this was probably oc~
cafioned by the currents, which we had fre-
quently obferved fetting to the weftward.
On the 211, in the forenoon, we came in
fight of the land of Sumatra, and the hill of

“ hair, which the men cut fhort, but the women let grow
“ long, and roll up in a circle on the top of their heads.
“ The men go entirely naked, and the women wear nothing
¢ more than a very narrow flip of plaintain-leaf. "The men
“ always go armed with fix or eight lances, made of the wood
< ofthe cabbage-tree, which is extremely hard ; they are about
* fix feet long, and topped with the large bones of fifh, fharp-
“ ened and barbed, or with a piece of bamboo, bardened in
* the fire, very fharp pointed, and its concave part armed
* with the jawbones and teeth of fith. They have no iron,
*“ or other metal, that I could fee, yet they build very neat
** canoes; they are formed of two thin boards fewed to-
“ gether, and the feam filled with a refinous fubftance, They
* are about ten feet long, and about a foot broad, and have
 an outrigger on each fide. They fplit trees into boards
“ with ftone wedges. Their houfes are circular, fupported
‘" on ten or twelve ironwood fticks, about fix feet long ; they
are neatly floored with plank, and the roof rifes imme-
“ dlately from the floor in a conical form, fo as to refem-
“ ble a firaw bechive ; their diamete: is not above eight
% feet. Thefe people have no rice, fowls, or cattle of any
“ kind; they feem to live upon cocoanuts, fweet potatoes,
“ and fugarcanes. They cawch fith, and dry them in the
“ fmoke; thefe fith they either firike with their lances, or
“ catch in a drawing net, of which they make very neat
 ones. They do not chew betel, a cuftom which prevails
¢ univerfally among the eaftern nations,” 7.

Paffanger,

-
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Paffanger, bearing N.e. by k. ; but at funfet
we could not fee any appearance of land ;
but as we had not been able to take an ob-
fervation of the latitude at noon, on account
of the hazinefs of the weather, 1 judged it
more prudent to ply to and fro with little
fail during the night, than, by ftanding on at
an uncertainty, to bring ourfelves into dan-
ger: we had very rough weather that night,
with violent flaws of wind, and a thick
cloudy fky, with rain, thunder, and light-
ning.

At daybreak, on the following morning,
when the rough weather began to blow.over
a little, and the fky cleared up to the north-
ward, we faw the Keszers, or Emperors-
land, bearing N.E. by n. and the fummit
of the high hill of Kraketau, juft rifing
above the horizon, in the "E.N.E.; but the
fky being very thick and hazy to the eaft
and fouth, we could not fee any thing elfe,
and the wind veering continually about, we
were obliged to tack every minute : this
continued till nine o’clock, a.M. when the
wind fettling in the w.N.w. we fteered large
N.N.E. In a thort time the wind encreafed
to a violent ftorm, with dreadful gufts of

wind.
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wind, by which we were three times obliged
to take in our topfails ; but getting a glimpfe
of Prince’s-ifland at half paft ten o’clock,
bearing eaft and k. by s. from us, and a vio-
lent current, fetting to the foutheaft, carry-
ing us forcibly towards the land, we were
forced to fet our topfails again, in order to
haul off from the leethore, in which we fuc-
ceeded, the high hill of that ifland bearing
s:E. at half paft three o’clock; r.m. and we
then fteered for Kraketau, and dropped an-
chor, at feven o’clock, p.M. on the eaft fide
of it, in forty-five fathoms water, foft mud
bottom.

The next day, the wind being favourable,
we got under fail again, at eight o’clock,
A.M. We pafled a Dutch fhip that lay at
anchor in the bay of Feritte, and let drop
our anchors, at feven o'clock, p.m. under
the high land of Bantam, in twenty-four
fathoms, mud bottom.

We continued at anchor the 24th, being
occupied in clearing and cleaning the fhip;
and here we received intelligence, that the
governor general, PETER ALBERT VAN DER
PARrraA, had died, on the 28th of December
of the preceding year, at his countryfeat

Weltevreeden
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Weltevreeden (well contented ), and that the
direflor general, JEREMIAH VAN RiEns-
pYCK, had fucceeded to his dignity.

We fet fail again, on the 25th of March,
in the morning, before daybreak, and paffed,
at nine o’clock, A.M. the thip Maria Facoba,
Captain DEexkeg, coming from Padang,
which was the fame veffel we had feen at
anchor in the bay of ¥eritte, two days before.
At four o’clock, p.m. meeting with a con-
trary wind and current, we anchored under
Menfcheneeters, or Cannibal-ifland.

On the 26th, in the morning, we again
got under fail, and fhould have reached the
road of Batavia before the evening, had we
not been prevented by a violent flaw of wind
and rain, from the 8.5.W.; we came to an
anchor juft in time under the ifland Horsz, but
the wind was fo ftrong, that our anchor drag-
ged, and we were obliged to let go another.

Sailing again on the 27th, we anchored, a
little after twelve o’clock at noon, in the
road before Batavia. |

Going on thore, at three o’clock, the boat
was in great danger of overfetting, by a fud-
den and violent guft of wind and rain from
the weft; but we got fufe into the river,

and
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and reached the city at half paft four o'clock,
when I immediately gave information of my
arrival to his excellency, Governor van
Riemspyck, delivering the Company’s pa-
pers into his hands.

On the 13th of April, I went with my
thip to the ifland Onruff, where the was to
receive a new bowfprit and mammaft, and
I returned the fame evening to Baravia.

It 1s a remarkable circumftance, that on
my voyage back from Suraf, we met with
figns of land, when we were yet at a very
great diftance from the fhore.

Floating red blubber, which is generally
confidered in thefe feas as a certain fign of
land, was feen when we were full one hundred
and forty leagues from the ifland Engano; a
large turtle, at the diftance of one hundred and
twenty-five leagues; a little landbird, at one
hundred lcagues ; greens, wood, and bam-
boos, at fixty leagues; a turtle and two
water-fnakes, at fifty-five leagues ; and the
trunk of a cocoanut-tree, and fome bamboos,
at thirty leagues diftance.

We loft thirty-one men on the voyage from
Surat ; of whom twenty were Moaors, one of
whom was drewned ; nine were native fol-
diers ; and two were European tailors.

On
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On the 2gth of May, the thip OQuwer#erk
Was again appointed to go a voyage to Suraty
together with the thip Penus; but it was
about the middle of Auguft before we began
to take in our cargo, as there was a great
fearcity of fugar, which was to conftitute the
greateft part of the lading; and the Venus
Wwas to go firft, becaufe the was to convey
the bales of piecegoods from Suraf to Ceylon ;
and fhe accordingly failed on the 11th of
Auguft.

My thip had, in the mean time, undergone
a thorough repair, and had got a new main
and foremaft, bowf{prit, and moft of her
yards; which had become unferviceable ;
among her repairs were likewife a new beam,
and knee, in the hold, which had moft likely
been fprung by the ftraining of the thip,
when under a prefs of fail.

I failed with her, in the month of Auguft,
from Onruff to Batavia, in order to take on
board the reft of the lading, which was not,
“however, aually completed till the 28th of
September, when the crew were muftered,
and found to confift of cighty European fea-
men, twenty-eight Moors of Suraf, and
twenty-five Malay, or country, foldiers.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XII.

Departure from Batavia—From Prixce’s-Jland,
—Jigns of Land.—Paffage of the Line.~Occur-
vences of the Viyage—View of Ceyrox — Of
Cape Comorin.—dAnckorage at AxsjEnco —
In the Road of Cocnim.—The Dutch Company at
War with HYDER AL1 on the Coaff of MavLA-
EAR.

HﬁVIN G received the Company’s papers,
I went on board on the evening of the z2gth
of September, and we weighed anchor the
next morning, and failed from the road of
Batavia to the ifland Onruff, where we caft
anchor at noon, having to take in there fome
timber for mafts for Surat; but not being able
to get it on board, by the violence of the {ea-
breeze, and our time being too precious to
admit of our ftopping another day for that
purpofe, we refolved to purfue our voyage
without delay.

We, therefore, got under weigh on the
enfuing morning, and fteering firft between
the ifland Middleburgh and the reef of Ontong

Fava,
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Java, and afterwards between the Great
Combuis and Menfeheneeters ifland, we an-
chored, in the evening, about two leagues
eafl of the point of Pontang.

The day after, fetting fail again at four
o'clock, A.m. we fhould have reached the
bay of Anjer in the evening, if we had
not been prevented by calms ; and finding
that we were driving, by a violent current
fetting to the weltward, upon the Verken/~
boek, or Hog-point, of Sumatra, we let drop
our anchor, in forty fathoms water, not far
from the Topper/boedye.

On the 3d of O&ober, we again weighed
anchor ; but the little wind (and what little
there was blew befides from the s.w.) kept
us till four o’clock, p.M. before we got as far
as the bay of Anfer, where we anchored in
twenty-eight fathoms water.

Getting under fail again on the s5th, we
kept plying, with a light air of wind from
the weftward, to weather Kraketau : but as
it fell calm in the evening, and the current
bzgan to fet to the eaftward, we were again
compelled to come to an anchor in thirty-
three fathoms water, in order not to drive in
again with the ftream.

On
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On the 6th, getting under fail again, early
in the morning, we worked up asainft a
wefterly wind, making but little progrefs till
funfet, when the wind changed to s.z. and
we fteered weft towards the mouth of the
{traits; at nine o’clock, p.m. Kraketau bore
due north.

The next morning, at funrife, Prince's-
Hland bore s..; and taking our departure
thence, we fteered s.w. by w. in order to
run into the track of the fettled foutheafterly
tradewind, which we met with the fame
night, blowing in fuch fteady gales, that we
immediately changed our courfe to weft, that
we might not run needlefsly too far fouth; the
more, as the thip, by her violent lee-larches
to ftarboard, had been greatly ftrained, and
let in much water; fo that we made twenty
inches of water at the pump every watch.

On the 11th of Oétober, feveral pieces of
wood floated by us, that feemed to be pieces
of a wreck; among others, one that re-
fembled a yard, or a topmatt.

On the day after, we faw feveral bunches
of feaweed, and patches of filth, together with
a little landbird, although we were, at that
time, full eighty leagues from the land.

On
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On the 14th, we loft the feutheafterly
tradewind, and found the wind veering to the
weft, with violent gufts, and thowers of rain.

As this weather continued, we had to
conclude that, although it was but about the
middle of O&ober, the monfoon-was already
beginning to break up, and that, therefore,
the northerft winds would prevail early to
the north of the line, for which reafon we
judged it beft to depart in fo far from the
Company’s failing inftruions, that, by the
courfe we fhould fteer, we thould make the
illand of Ceylon to the eaft of it, inftead of
to the weft, and thus keep our wind ; and
we accordingly bore away on the 18th, fteer-
ing N.w. and, on the 2 5th, north,

On the 30th of October, we caught a lit-
tle landbird, a fpecies of motacilla, which,
as we were only forty minutes from under
the line, we congluded came from a certain
fmall and low ifland, which is placed in the
maps, and which the Indian Pilot fpeaks of
as fituated hereabouts.

On the 2d of November, we paffed the
equinottial, at 103° eaft of Temersffe, ac-
cording to our dead-reckoning ; but by an
obfervation of the diftance of the fun and

maoon,
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moon, made by a fextant of fifteen inches
range, by which we found ourfelves one de=
gree more to the weftward, it was in 102°
of eaft longitude that we pafied the line.

Immediately on‘entering the northern he-
mifphere, we met with nothing but wefterly
winds, which blew in fudden flaws, and
with great violence, fo that we fometimes
could not hang out a fingle rag of canvas for
a whole watch, and the thip, even when
under her bare poles, rolled fo much to lee-
ward, that the ports of the upper deck were
half under water, to which the difpropor-
tionate narrownefs of the fhip, with regard
to her length, did not a little contribute,

Heavy thowers of rain, and conftant hazy
weather, prevented us, for fix days, from
feeing the fun at noon, by which we could
not be certain of our latitude. This con-
tinued till the 8th of November, when this
ftormy weather abated, and on the 15th we
met with the northeafterly winds, in the
north latitude of 63°, on which day we alfo
faw a turtle and a little landbird.

On the 22d November, in the afternoon,
one of the Javanefe pilgrims fell overboard,
and it was out of our power to fave him, on

account



[ 208 ]

account of the highrunning fea, and the
rapid headway of the veffel.

I had let few opportunities pafs of taking
obfervations of the diftances of the fixed
ftars from the moon, with the beforemen-
tioned fextant, and which feldom varied
more than one degree from our longitude by
dead-reckoning. I followed the calculations
of ‘Mr. pe Borpa, as given in the Con-
nofffa ce de Temps of 1772, and I continued
to take obfervations by them till the 20th of
November, when I was prevented by indif-
pofition from going on with them, and none
of the officers on board had any knowledge
kow to make thofe calculations.

My obfervations of the 1g9th and z2oth of
November, gave variations with our eftima-
tion ; the firft of about one degree, and the
other of twenty-five minutes, more to the
eaftward ; and the laft variation differed but
nine minutes, from the obfervation which

we made upon running in fight of Ceylan, on
the z24th of November.

We firft difcovered that iftand at half paft
one o'clock, .M. ; it appeared with a fmall
round hill, which, upon approaching nearer,
we found to be the Tepelberg, or Nipple-

hill,
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hill, fo called, becaufe it has at the top, on
cach fide, a round prominence, in the fame
fituation, and refembling in form, the nip-
ples upon the breafts of womern.

At funfet we computed that we were two
leagues abreaft of the Litt/e Baixos, which,
with the Great Baixes, lying five leagues
s.w. by s. from the former, are two dan-
gerous rocky fhoals, which require much
caution, on making Ceylon from the eaft-
ward, properly to avoid, and at the fame
time not to lofe the land, by the violent cur-
rents which fet off from it to the fouth-
ward ; we likewife faw at that time a large
obtufe hill, or rock, clofe to the feathore,
which is called the Elephant.

At funrife, the following day, being the
25th of November, we agai'n faw the land
of Ceylon, and fteered for it ; we were then
abreaft of Mature : at half paft nine o’clock,
A.M. we came in fight of the city of Punto
Gallo, the Hosiberg, or Hayftack, and the
Pike of Adam, the former being a round hill
like a hayftack, and the latter the fpiry, but
fomewhat crooked, fummit of an elevated

mountain inland.
Half
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Half an hour afterwards, we firuck
foundings, for the firft time, off Ceylon, in
thirty-eight fathoms, and at noon we had
pafled Punto Gallo ; a thort time afterwards,
we met with contrary winds, from the nv.w.
and north, whichprevented us from gainingto
windward as far as Colambo, which had been
my intention, in order to make Cape Como-
rin with greater fpeed and certainty. As
it was, we did not get fight of that pro-
montory till the 3oth of November.

On the 3d of December, we caft anchor
before Ansjengo, where the Englith have a
fort and fettlement. I received from the
chicf there a prefent of four bafkets of vege-
tables; which, on account of my continued
indifpofition, was a moft gratifying refrefh-
ment.

The enfuing day we paffed Coylang, or
Quilon, the fouthernmoft fortrefs of our
Company oii the coaft of Mulabar, and de-
termined to run into the road of Cochim, in
order to take in a freth fupply of water.
We let drop our anchor in that road, on
the 6th of December, at eight o’clock, p.mM.
i feven fathoms, fliff clay bottom.

We
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We found here at anchor two Portuguete
fhips ; the one a king's fhip, on her voyage
to Lifbon, and the other a merchant-veflel:
they both came from Goa. Farther to the
north, lay at anchor the Company’s thips
Hoolwerf and Honcoop, commanded by Cap-
tains Van per Kuyr and DEUNE.

The next day I fent my firft lieutenant
on fhore, to give information to Mr.MoEns,
governor of the Malabar coaft, and counfel-
lor of India, of my arrival, and my wants,
not being yet in a fit ftate to go on fhore
myfelf.

On the return of that officer, I learnt
from him, that the Company were here in
open hoftility with the nabob of Myfere,
Hyper Ari Cuan, otherwife called Hyper
Naic, and that he had taken poffeflion of
what is called the new conguef?, or the pro-
vince of Paponetty; that the fort of Chittua
had furrendered to him, and that he now
threatened to attack Crangancre; on which
fubject I fhall be more explicit in anether
place.

On the 11th, being fomewhat better, I
went on fhore, in a countryboat which Mr,

Mogens
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dokens had fent to fetch me, as it was
more eafy than my fhip’s boat. That gen-
tleman likewife politely offered me the ufe
of his houfe, during my ftay here, which,
together with good attendance, and much
cale, foon re-cftablithed me in perfect health.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XIII.

Account of the Pofleffions of the Dutch on the Coaft of
MaLaBar.— Read of CocH1M — Account of the
Coaft.—Derivation of the Name of MALABAR.—
ParoNeTTY. — Montfoons. — The GHAUTS.—
Fertility of the Ceuntry.— Produffions.— Articles
of Trade.—Inbabitants —Their Religion.—Chrif-
tians of St. Tromas.—The Nairs.—Jews—
TheirT own.—Synagogues.— Copy of the Pentateuch.
—Cufloms, Ge.

TH E Malabar, or rather the forts of Coy-
lang, Cali Coylang, Cranganore, and Cananore,
which the Portuguefe eftablithed on that
coaft, together with the city of Cochim, is a
conqueft made by the Company in the years
1662 and 1663, and which they ftill pof-
fefs, with the exception of Cananore, which,
at the earneft recommendation of Mr. SENF,
at that time governor of the Malabar, and
perhaps by a reprefentation of its utter in~
utility, was fold, in the ycar 1770, to the
{ultan of Anchediva, for the fum of one hun-

dred thoufand rupees.
The
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The country in which the above places
are fituated ftill belongs to its ancient na-
tive fovercigns, who, however, have been in
fuch ftriét alliance with the Company, that
it differed little from actual vaffalage.

Thefe lands are bounded, on the fouth,
by the kingdom of Travancore, which, from
time to time, has been fuffered, by a mif-
taken policy of the Company’s minifters,
to be extended far to the eaftward behind
the lands of Cochim, as far as the river of
Cranganore, fo that the king of Cochim has
but a little fpace of ground left to him; to
the north, they border upon the empire of
the famorin, or king, of Calicut, which is,
at prefent, under the dominion of Hyper
ALr Cuav, who fome years ago expelled
the famorin, who has now fought an afy-
lum with the king of Travancore: to the
welt, they are wathed by the fea, and in
the good monfoon the whole coaft may be
faid to be a good road ; the road of Cochim,
however, is the chief, and is the moft re-
forted to, on account of the trade, which
is principally carried on there. I ¢ is, ac-
cording to good obfervations, in the north
latitude of ¢° 58"; the anclmrage is in five,

fix,



[ 215 ]

fix, and feven fathoms water, muddy bot-
tom, the flag of the city bearing from £: by
N. to eaft.

The coaft is fafe and clear, every where
along the Company’s eftablithment, except
at the mouth of the river of Cranganore,
where there is a reef, at the north fide,
which ftretches out to fea, about three
quarters of a league ; it is called the reef
of Aycotia by our navigators: before Coy-
lang there is a fimilar one, but which does
not extend half fo far out. South of the
abovementioned mouth of the river of Cran-
ganore, there is a bay, formed by mudbanks;
likewife one not far from Porca, and an-
other fouth of Cochim; the banks forming
which extend full a league out to fea, and’
into which veflels may run with fafety dur-
ing the bad monfoon, and may lie in twenty
and lefs feet water, almoft without anchors
or cables, in perfe& fecurity againft the
heavy feas which then roll in upon this lee-
thore, as they break their force upon the
foft mudbanks, and within them nothing but
a flight motion is perceived.

According to what the Danifth miffion-

aries
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aries write, in their accounts of the Eaft-
Indies, Continuation the 22d, page 897, the
name of Malabar is derived from the Ma-
labar word maleyalem, denoting mountain-
ous : the terminations ar, tar, and bar, fig-
nify in that language a people, or nation,
confequently maleiwar, or maleibar, would
denote as much as mountaineers, or inhabi-
tants of the mountains : the fyllable /e, when
uttered with rapidity, takes the found of /a,
and the name of Malabar was applied to
the people, from the hilly country, who de-
fcended from the mountains, and fettled
upon the coaft. Preface to WERENDLEYs
Maleidfche Spraakkunft, or Grammar of the
Malay Language, pages 55 and §6.

That tract of country which is properly
called the Malabar, lies nearly in the direc-
tion of N.w. and s.e. from Cape Comorin
to Canara, between the eighth and four-
teenth degrees of north latitude ; to the
caft, it is divided from the coaft of Coro-
mandel, by a high range of mountains, called
the Ghauts, and it is wathed to the fouth-
weft by the Arabian fea. The principal
kingdoms which it comprehends are thofe

of



[ 217 ]

of Trevancore, Cochim, Crangansre, and Ca-
Jicut ; the firft of which is now the chiefeft
and ‘moft powerful.

The extent of the Company’s pofleffions,
from Coylang to Chittua (for Cananore is
no more, as 1 have before remarked, un-
der their dominion), comprizes, from fouth-
ealt to northweft, a diftance of thirty-two
leagues ; yet with the falvo, that, except the
province of Paponetty, or what is called the
new congueff, and a few {mall diftni&ts in-
teriperfed along the coaft, the Company pof-
{efs no other a&ual property in the {oil, than
in that upon which their fortifications are
conftruéted.

The lnnd is every where low, and in-
terfected by many rivers, which defcend from
the interior mountains; it abounds in plan-
tations of trees, efpecially of that ufeful one,
the cocoanut-tree, and affords a very plea-
fant profpect.

Paponetty is a diftri@, or ifland, about
ten Dutch miles in length, and one and a
half in breadth, within which, however,
there are ftill a few infignificant villages,
fubjeét or tributary to the Jfamorin, but

which are mortgaged for a certain fum to
the
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the Company ; the whole of the remainder
of it was conquered by us during the war,
and was ceded to the Company by the peace
which was made, in the year 1715, with
that prince.

As is the cafe in moft parts of India
fitvated between the tropics, fo here the
year is divided into two feafons, namely,
the dry feafon, and the rainy feafon ; the
latter is called the bad, and the former the
good monfoon ; the bad monfoon is reckoned
from O¢tober to April, and the other months
conftitute the good feafon.

It is remarkable that this is folely occa-
fioned by the mountains of the Ghauts, for
upon the coaft of Coromandel, exaétly the
reverfe takes place with refpeét to the mon-
foons. As foon as the rainy feafon, accom-
panied by very tempeftuous weather, fets
in on that coaft, it clears up on the Mala-
bar coaft, and is fine and dry weather all
along the weftern fide of the great penin-
fula within the Ganges, as far as Swrat ; and
wice ver/a in the contrary cafe.

The winds, which blow from the north-
eaft throughout the whole of the Indian
ocean, north of the line, during the bad

moniosn,
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monfoon, drive the clouds again{t the fides
of thofe elevated mountains, where they
condenfe, and fall in heavy fhowers upon
the country to the eaftward of them ; and
in the like manner, in the other {eafon,
when the winds blow from the fouthwett,
that chain of mountains ferves as a fence by
which the ftorms and tempefts, raging on
one fide of them, are prevented from in-
terrupting the ferenity and funfhine which
prevail at the fame moment of time on the
other. During the bad monfoon, it is only
with great danger that vellels can venture
upon thefe coafts.

The land of Malabar is every where in-
terfe¢ted with rivers, which run down from
the abovementioned mountains, and which
render it fertile in the extreme, particularly
in rice ; the fea likewife furnifhes a copious
fupply of fith; and provifions are, in con-
fcqueﬂ-::ﬂ, {o abundant and cheap, that a na-
tive inhabitant, with his family, can {ubfift
with eafe upon the value of fix Dutch doits*
per day. -

* Equal to about three farthings of our money. 7.
The
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The firft and principal article of trade
produced upon the coaft of Malabar, is pep-
per; of which fuch abundance is collefted
in this country, that, according to the me-
morial of the commandant Cungs, addrefled
to his fucceffor in the commandery, Gas-
PARD DE JoNg, in the year 1756, no lefs
than ten full cargoes (which may amount
to between eight and nine millions of pounds
weight) might be annually exported : but
the balf of this quantity is carried over the
mountains to the coaft of Coromandel, to the
north, to the Deckan, and farther on to dif-
ferent parts of Hindoftan.

The pepper from Malabar is efteemed
the beft of all that is produced in 4#a, and
is the moft fought after by all nations.

The areca-nut is the fecond produ&ion
of the country; it is conveyed by land to
all parts of the peninfula, and likewife, by
fea, to the coaft of Coromandel, and to Ben-
gal.

A third produion is the wild cinna-
mon *, of which, it it faid, that a yearly
quantity of one million of pounds, is exported

* Cafia lignea,
to
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to the Gulph of Perfia, and to the Red Sea.
A fmall proportion is likewife fent to Eu-
rope, where it is principally made ufe of
to adulterate the genuine, or Ceylon, cinna-
mon.

The two forts are, however, very dif-
tinét, and eafily diftinguifhable ; the genuine
cinnamon of Ceyln, is of a yellowith red
colour, and the wild fort is much darker, and
of a dirty red; it is likewife coarfer grain-
ed, and is worfe barked than the Cey/sn cin-
namon ; it has, indeed, a fimilanty of fla-
vour, but by far not an equality of ﬁ:ren'gth,
nor -has it that pungent, yet gratifying, ef-
fe& upon the tongue and palate. It is ufed
on this coaft, both by Europeans and na-
tives, in room of the Ceylon fort, for which
there is not the leaft demand here.

A produétion is likewife met with here,
which might be made ufe of to adulterate
mace, and from which it is not eafy to be
diftinguifhed, at firftfight; it differs, however,
in form, from real mace, which appears of
a leafy texture, while this is in thinner
filaments ; the colour is exatly alike ; but
this has not the leaft flavour of fpicinefs,

and
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and when chewed has a kind of refiny
tafte.

Coarfe cotton cloths are alfo made in the
fouthern parts, in the Trevancore country, but
they do not form a confiderable obje& of
foreign trade. They are moftly difpofed of
to the Englith at Ansjengo.

Coir, or the flringy coat of the cocoa-
nut, is equally exported in confiderable
quantities ; it is partly, however, brought
hither from the Maldive iflands, and is ufed
for making of cordage, with which both
European and country fhips and veflels arc
provided.

Capok, forms alfo an article of trade,
and is exported to Bengal, to the coaft of
Coromandel, and to China.

Thefc are, to the beft of my knowledge,
the chief articles which the coaft of Mala-
dar yields, both for the inland and foreign
trade.

The native inhabitants of the country a}e,
in general, rather lean than otherwife : they
are ufually of the fame fize and ftature as
the Gentoos at Surat and in Bengal; they
are, however, much blacker, and nearly as

black
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black as the African negroes, yet their coun-
tenances are better formed.

Their religion is that of the Hindoos :
but in the neighbourhood. of our poffeffions
they have been, in a great meafure, con-
verted to the Roman catholic religion, by
the miffionaries of that perfuafion : there
are likewife many Roman catholic churches
here.

There are alfo here many chriftians of
thofe called chriftians of St. TroMAs ¥,
yet in much lefs numbers than Roman ca-
tholics.

Amongft the Malabars, the nairs are the
nobles and warriors of the land; they are
known by the fcymeter which they always
wear whenever they ftir abroad, and in the

* The chriftians of St. Thomas are neftorians, and follow,
for the moft part, the ceremonies of the Greek church ; they
perform the fervices of religion ia the Syriac language. The
patriarchs of Alexandria, and afterwards of Meful, ufed to
fend them their bithops. They reject tranfubftantiation, pur-
gatory, and all image-worfhip ; fetting up, however, a crofs
in their churches. They do not allow their priefts to marry
a fecond time; and do not baptife their children nll they
are forty days old. Inthe time of Varewryy, there were
feventy-five churches of this fe& of chriftians on the coaft
of Malsier. T,

management
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management of which, I was told, they are
very dexterous, particularly againft a flying
enemy. They have many privileges above
the common people.

Their princes poffefs an almoft abfolute
authority over their fubjeés : they are not,
however, allowed to enter into engagements,
or contract alliances ; which, however much
to their own advantage, might be injurious
to the interefts of their fubjeéts.

Befides the original Malabars, people of
various nations are to be met with here,
who have been allured hither by the profits
of trade ; there are Moors, Arabians, Per-
fians, and, amongft others, a colony of
Jews, who, as they pretend, are the pofterity
«of the ten tribes carried away into captivity
by SmALMANESER, and who, after being
liberated from their Affyrian bonds, came
hither, where they have, from time im-
memorial, conftituted a fmall, but ifolated,
people, who have been greatly favoured by
the princes of the country, and have re-
ceived from them, and enjoyed for a feries
of ages, a number of valuable privileges;
amongft which, the free permifiion to ex-

ercife
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ercife their religion without reftraint, may
not be confidered as the moft unimportant.

They dwell in a feparate town, the houfes
of which are built of ftone, and are moftly
plaiftered white on the outfide : in it are
three fynagogues, the chiefeft and largeft of
which I compute to be thirty-five or forty
feet in length, and about one-third lefs in
breadth; the floor of it is laid with fquare
tiles, of blue and white Canton china ; the
cafe, in which their copies of the books of
Mosks are preferved, ftands oppofite to the
entrance, and i1s made of wvery beautiful
wood ; in the middle of this place of wor-
thip ftands the pulpit for the reader, or ex-
pounder of the law, and above it hangs a
large brafs branched candleftick, by which,
and by the lamps which are fixed along the
fides, it is lighted up in the evening.

When the Dutch made their firft attempt
upon Cachim, in the year 1662, the Jews
fecretly favoured them ; but they paid dear
for their interference ; for the Portuguefe,
who foon difcovered it, plundered them of
almoft all they had, as foon as the fiege was
raifed : they deftroyed, or attempted to de-
ftroy, their fynagogues, and every thing that

belonged
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belonged to them: and it is wgrthfv of ob-
fervation, that, when the Dutch made them-
felves mafters of Cochim, the year after-
wards, and the Jews were reinftated by
them in their former condition, their Pen-~
tateuch was found by accident, or had been
preferved by religious care, uninjured and
entire. I was informed, by a perfon well
verfed in fuch matters, that their copy of
the Pentateuch, is a very beautiful and au-
thentic one, and the memory of the time
when it firft came into their hands, has been
entirely loft.

Although moft of them are nearly as
black as the native Malabars, they yet re-
tain, both men and women, thofe charac-
teriftic features which diftinguith this fingu-
lar people from all the other nations of the
earth.

Moft of them are employed in trade,
both in large and in {mall: here, as well
as elfewhere, the Jews are addiéted to traf--
fic; and, from the adventuring merchant, to
the retailing pedlar, they are the genuine de-
votees of intereft and commerce, Some of
the Jew merchants of Cochim, are not thy
of purchafing entire cargoes of goods. One

of
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of them, called Ezecuier, who died fome
years ago, had drawn moft of the Cochim
trade imto his own hands ; he left three fons,
who are ftill alive, and who are among the
moft opulent and principal merchants of the
place.

When thefe Jews purchafe a flave, they
immediately manumit him; they circamcife
him, and receive him as their fellow Ifrael-
ite, and never treat him as a flave.

The town, or village, which they inhabit
has received the appellation of Makwan
Sieri.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XIV.

Defeription  of CocHim.—Its  Fortifications and
Means of Defence. —Buildings.—Government —
Retrencbment of the Eftabliftgient in 1698.—The
Ou'pcefis or Faflories.—Hiferical Relation of the
Concerns of the Dutch on the Coaft of Malabar.—
War with the Samorin—Sentiments of Mr. VAN
Innorr.—Alliance with the King of TrAVAN-
CORE. -—-Lﬂ"urpa*rwu of Hyper Ari Cuan.—
His Dijputes with the Dutch—nd open Hoffili-
ties —CaITTUA taken by him.—Overtures for
Accommodation of the Difputes—Trade of the Com-
pany bere.—Charges and Prfits.

IN the laft chapter I have enumerated the
Company’s pofleffions on the coaft of Ma-
labar., Cochimt is the capital of them, the
feat of government, and the refidence of
the governor.

This city ftands at the northweft point
of an ifland, which is about eighteen Dutch
miles in length, and two in breadth : to the
fouth the ifland is formed by the mouth of
the river of Cali Coylang, and to the north

by
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by that which runs from Cranganore, and
feparates it from the ifland of Baypin. The
form of the city is nearly femicircular, and
it is about a mile and a half in ecircum-
ference : on the landfide it is fortified by
fix large baftions and a cavalier, and to the
eaftward it has an irregular outwork; on the
waterfide, it is provided with a fubftantial
wall, in which there are loopholes for fmall
arms, and which terminates at the eaft end
in a ravelin before the cavalier: a wet ditch
runs round thefe works, and beforé it is a
covered way and glacis, tolerably well exe-
cuted. The fortifications have been repair-
ed, and reftored, by governor MoENs, out
of the very ruinous condition into which
they had been fuffered to fall by former go-
vernors.

Although it cannot be faid that the great-
eft part of thefe fortifications are conftruéted
according to the exatt rules of art, yet tae
place is fufficiently fortified to withftand a
coup de main, and it would require a regular
fiege to take it. Approaches cannot even
be made from any other quarter than the
fouth, where there is a dry anc level plain ;
for tothe eaftward, as far as the rivers, there

are
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are feveral moraffes, which would render an
attack on that fide extremely difficult : be-
fides, the place is fortified the ftrongeft on
that fide, and is the weakeft by the feafide.
In order to remedy this defe@ in fome mea-
fure, a kind of ravelin has been conftruéted
between the baftion Gelderland and the
beach; but it is not, in my judgment, of
fufficient firength, or importance, to deter
an enemy from making an attempt on that
fide.

The city cannot be attackedwby veflels
from the river, until the fire of the baftion
Gelderland, and of the ravelin Overyffel, be
filenced, which could only be done by bat-
teries to be ere@ed at the fouthern extre-
mity of the oppofite ifland of Baypin. The
fecurity of the place would, however, be
much augmented, by the deftrution of the
wood which lies about a mile and a half
fouthealt from the city, whereby the enemy
would be deprived of a very important ad-
vantage for the carrying on of their opera-
tions, namely, the timber and falcines ne-
ceffary for conftrudting of batteries, and for
filling up the morafles, ftagnant pools, and
ditches in their way. The woods, which

cover
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cover the fouthern part of Baypin, and
which extend down to the beach- oppofite to
the city, ought equally to fhare the fame
fate.

Cocbim has three gates; one to the weft-
ward, called the Bay-gate ; one to the eaft-
ward, called the New-gate ; and one to the
northward, leading to the river, called the
Water-gate.

The principal -buildings, are, the church,
and the government-houfe. The former is
a pretty large, oblong, edifice, in which
there is a very indifferent organ ; the latter
is a roomy, commodious, and airy manfion,
fronting a large plain, and appropriated for
the refidence of the governor ; oppofite to
it ftands the mainguard, and on the left fide
are the barracks for the body-guards of the
governor,

The ftreets, which are, in general, wide,
are neatly kept, but they are not embel-
lithed with many handfome houfes. There
is a city-hotel, where ftrangers are accom.
modated with lnﬂgings; our countrymen
pay a rixdollar, and foreigners two rupees,
per day, for board and lodging : the keeping

of
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of the hotel is annually farmed out by the
government.

The chief of this eftablifhment bears, at
prefent, the title of governor and direétor ;
the gentleman who filled that office when I
was here, was Mr. Aprran Mogns, of
Middleburgh, in Zealand, who was at the
fame time councellor-extraordinary of India.
When the chief is not a member of the
fupreme government at Batavia, he has only
the title and rank of commandant.

A council is adjninéd in the direétion, to
the governor; confifting of the fecond, who
is a fenior merchant, the fifcal, the chief of
the military, the warehoufekeeper, the i/
penfier, or purveyor, and all the junior mer-
chants who may be in the fettlement, cither
in, or out of, office; as alfo, I believe, at
prefent, the comptroller of equipment, be-
caufe the rank of fea-captain has now been
given to him : the council have a fecretary,
who is a ‘junior merchant, tranflator of the
Malabar language, and at the fame time
chief of Coylang.

The outpofts, or forts, are managed by
bookkeepers, as refidents: thefe are, with

the
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the exception of Coylang, or Quilon, five in
number ; namely, one at Cranmganore, one
at Cali Coylang, or Quile Quilon, one at Por-
ca, one at Papometty, and one at Chittua,
which laft is actually a prifoner in the hands
of Hyper ALt CHAN.

The chief of the military poffeffes the
rank and title of major; and the chief of
the artillery that of captain-lieutenant.

I do not know the exaét number of troops
that are ufually ftationed here; but I be-
lieve that they may amount to about four
hundred effeétive men.

The fervices of public worfhip are per-
formed by one clergyman in orders, and two
krankbezoekers *.

Amongft the feveral conquefts and fettle-
ments which the Dutch Company have
made, or eftablithed, in the Indies, that of
the Malabar is not one of the moft advan-
tageous or important to the Dutch. It cofts

% In 1y96-1777, the whale eftablifbment of the Dotch,
on the coaft of Malaber, confifted of, 1o perfons in civil,
and three in ecclefiaftical, employments ; ten furgeons and al-
fiftants; fixty belonging to the artillery; forty-nine-framen
and marines; 613 foldiers, and thirty mechanics ; in all
867 Europeans, befides 405 natives. 7.

the
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the Company much money, on account of
the deftructive wars in which they have in
confequence engaged, the rivalry in trade
of numerous competitors, and, though laft
not leaft, the infidelity and peculation of
their fervants.

It was but a fhort time after the firft
capture of thefe poffeflions from the Portu-
guefe, that the dire®ion which had been
eftablithed in them was found to be too
cumberfome and expenfive, and a refolution
was accordingly taken in October of the
year 1686, that the fortifications of Cochim,
Cranganore, Canansre, and Coylang, thould
not be kept up, the garrifons be withdrawn
or reduced, and the number of the Com-
pany’s qualified fervants confiderably dimi-
nithed. But the execution of this refo-
lution was, for various reafons, delayed till
the general revifion of the affairs of the
Company by the fupreme government at
Batavia, made on the 1gth of Auguft, 1697;
and till after the opinion of Mr. Jou~ van
Hoorn, the then director general, was de-
livered in. The refult of this refolution was
principally as follows :

I. That
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I. That the fortifications of the city of
Cochim, which, by the large garrifon it re~
quired, and the continual reparations to be
made, in confequence of the great extent of
the walls, were too expenfive for the Com-~
pany to maintain, thould be reduced by one-
half.

II. That of the prefent fortifications of
Cananore, the Portuguefe tower fhould only be
preferved, with a garrifon of twenty, or, at
the moft, twenty-five, European foldiers, to
which number the prefent garrifon fhould
be reduced.

III. That at Cranganore*, the ancient
interior works fhould only be preferved,
with a garrifon of twenty Europeans, which
is judged a fufficient number for the purpofes
of the Company here.

IV. That it is likewife judged advifable
at Coylang no more fhould be retained than
the old Portuguefe tower, or as much of the
prefent works as may be thought neceffary

® Cranmgancre was {old by the Dutch to the king of Travan-
core, taken from him by Hyper Avri, and retaken by the
Englith in 19go. Cochim, Quilen, Quile Quilon, and the other
{ettlements of the Dutch on the coalt of Malabar, have fhared
the fate of the greater part of their Indian pofleffons, and are
atually in the hands of the Englith, 7.

for
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for the intereft of the Company, with fifteen
or twenty men, to which number the efta-
blithment there thould be reduced ; and that
the remainder of the fortifications of the
three laft mentioned places thould be re-
moved or demolithed.

It was further thereby determined that all
military outpofts thould be withdrawn, ex-
cept that Paponetty, Porca, and Cali Coylang,
thould be retained as refidencies, or factories,
in order to keep an eye over what might
be going forward all along the coaft, and to
avail of fuch opportunities of trade as might
occur ; that a bookkeeper, or affiftant, or
elfe a trufty and intelligent ferjeant, with
two privdte foldiers, or feamen, fhould be
ftationed at each place, and alfo at Tengena-
patnam, as foon as the difputes with the
queen of Ansjengo (hall have been amicably
adjufted.

The veflels of all defcriptions were to be
reduced to one {mall yatch, two floops, and
three rowboats ; for it was determined not to
obftru¢t any more, by meafures of conftraint
and harfhnefs, the navigation of the Mala-
bars, and their trade in the produétions of
their country, confifting chiefly in areca-

nuts,
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nuts, wild cinnamon, and pepper, which the
Company could not exclufively purchafe
from them.

The number of pieces of artillery, which
thould thenceférward be employed upon the
fortifications, fhould be fixed at ninety-five-
pieces of iron, and fix pieces of brafs, ord-
nance, with two mortars. And about five
hundred and thirty Europeans, and thirty-
feven natives, were judged fufficient for the
fervice of the Company.

Upon this, the charges diminifhed con-
fiderably in the year 1698 ; and it is furprif-
ing that the refolutions juft now detailed had
not before been taken, and put in execution,
fince the experience of thirty years had al-
ready pointed out the injurious tendency of
the former expenfive eftablifhment, with no
adequate benefit. The oftentation of a great
power, which coft the Company fuch large
fums of money, had not the effeét of pro-
ducing in the native princes that degree of
awe and apprehenfion, which is indifpenfa-
bly neceffary for carrying on an exclufive
trade.

Thus, Mr. SwAARDEKRoON, in his me-
morial on the fubject of the Malabar coaft,

of
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of the 31ft of May, 1698, thews how little
the power of the Company was feared by the
rajah of Cali Coylang, who traded openly with
that notorious pirate, Wri.L1am Kipp.

His words are remarkable when, farther
on, {peaking of the conqueft of the Malabar,
he fays, * that it is to be regretted that the
“ Company carried fo much fail here in the
“ beginning, that they are now defirous of
“ ftriking them, in order to avoid being
¢ overfet.”

In the year 1701, a war broke out be-
tween the Company and the famorin, which
was put an end to by a treaty of peace, con-
cluded on the 8th of January, 1710; but
which was no longer maintained than till
the year 1715, when the famorin furprifed
the fort of Chittua, which had been con-
ftruéted in order to keep him in check : this
cvent was followed by a memorable cam-
paign, under the command of the counfellor
of India, Wirriam Bakker, at the head
of full four thoufand men, both Europeans
and natives, who fubdued the whole of the
enemy’s country ; notwithftanding which, no
proportionate advantages were gained by the
peace concluded with the famorin, on the

17th
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17th of December, 1717, in comparifon
with what might and ought to have been
infifted on.

During this war, the Englith, or rather
their commandant at Tellicherry, had aflifted
the famorin with money, ammunition, and
gunners. But the worft confequences of
the war were, that the charges of the Mala-
bar government were not the lefs for it fince
it had been ended; on which account the
fupreme government at Batavia, in their
fecret difpatches to Malabar, of the 30th of
September, 1721, exprefs, in particular,
their aftonifhment at the renewed fpirit of
hoftility towards the native powers mani-
fefted by the Company’s fervants, and at the
extravagance of the expences incurred by
them. They further write, that they were
of opinion, that, in cafe the famorin thought
fit to attack the king of Cochim, who had fo
long enjoyed the protection of the Company,
they fhould not take an aétive part in the
quarrel, without, however, entering into any
particular engagement with the famorin, to
semain neutral, till it thould be abfolutely
requifite to interfere.

Neverthelefs, the charges, inftead of being

reducey
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reduced within folerable bounds, on the con-
trary, grew more exorbitant.

In the year 1739, Mr. vaN IMzOFF came
from Ceylon, in order to examine into thefe
affairs, and fent a report concerning them to
the government at Bazavia, by his letter of
the 6th of July, 1739, in which he fays, that
the king of Travancore having been fuccefl-
ful in the wars which he had undertaken,
had rendered himfelf fo much refpeted
among the chief kings of the Malabar coatt,
that he was looked upon by every one with
cyes of jealouly and apprehenfion.

Mr. van ImuoFF was, therefore, of opi-
nion, that if it were requifite for the Com-
pany to maintain a balance of power amongft
the chiefs of the Malsbar coaft, it could
never be made to preponderate more to the
prejudice or danger of the Company, than
in favour of that prince, who was almoft
wholly attached to their competitors, and
whofe encreafe of power could not but
be pregnant with the moft alarming con-
fequences to their interefts, whilft he, at the
fame time, merited fome chaftifement for
his infolence towards them, independent of
the primary confideration of maintaining a

due
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due balance zmong the native powers of the
Malabar.

That gentleman fays, in another place,
that there were but two ways to effeft a re-
formation in the affairs of this government,
which was abfolutely necellary, as matters
could pofitively not remain any longer in the
fituation in which they then were. One of
thefe was, to follow the marketprice in the
purchafe of pepper, that at leaft fo much
might be procured as was wanted for the
return-thips from Ceylon. The other was,
to enforce the contrats, by means of more
energy, than thofe which had hitherto been
employed ; and to make thofe princes, who
did not fulfil their engagements, feel the
weight of the refentment, and the power of
the arms of the Company, by exaéting the
penalties for the non-performance of their
contraéts, by force of arms and military
execution, or by furprifing and carrying off
to Batavia one or other of tholfe princes,
who fhewed themfelves the moft refratory,
which would create fo much terror among
them, that it would not be neceffary to re-
fort to the {fame expedient a fecond time.

Of thefe two means of redrefs, he difap-

proved
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proved of the firft, alleging, that to follow
the marketprice would, at that time, be
both unprofitable and unjuft, and, in future,
unadvifable, and even dangerous and alarm-
ing for the interefts of the Company. In
refult, he concluded that the fecond method
would be the beft.

Upon this, the people 1n the adminiftra-
tion on the coaft, immediately fet about at-
tacking Travancore, without even afking
orders from Batavia on the fubjeét. It was,
however, fpeedily requifite to fend for aflift-
ance from Java, in order to carry on the
enterprize that had been begun ; for, of all
the princes who were reprefented by Mr.
vAN ImHOFF as ready and willing to join
their arms to thofe of the Company, the
rajah of Cali Coylang alone, came to their
affiftance ; and his attachment to us was
his ruin, for his dominions were fubdued by
the king of Travancore, after our troops had
been compelled to furrender their fortrefles
in Travancsre, and to abandon the field,

In the mean time the expences and lofles
of the eftablithment encreafed {o much, that
notwithftanding all the profits from the
year 1740 to 1745, this commandery run

greatly
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gtéatly in arrear. This war, that of Fava,
and the Macaffer war, which were all waged
at the fame time, fet the Company mate-
rially backward in their affairs.

The confequence of this inconfiderate con-
du& was a great decline in the reputation
and importance of the Company on the coaft
of Malabar; for they concluded a treaty of
peace, by which their allies were wholly
abandoned, and left to themfelves, without
any conditions or interference on the part of
the Company in their behalf; and, on the
other hand, we entered into, an exclufive
alliance with the king of Travancore, as the
moft powerful prince in the country ; the
wholeagreeable to a determination which had
been taken on the fubjeét at Batavia;, and
the inftructions, to that effe&, which were
fent off on the 18th of Oftober, 1748.

A ftriéter union afterwards took place be-
tween the Company and the king of Tra-
wdncore, and a firm treaty of peace and al-
liance was made with him on the 15th of
Auguft, 1753, by which their hands were
for ever tied from interfering in the Malabar
difputes. The ninth article of this treaty
does not appear in a light very honourable
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to the Company ; it ftipulates, that the
Company fhall recede from all engagements
which they may have entered into with the
other Malabar princes, whom the king of
Travancore might choofe to attack, and on
no account interfere in their difputes, or afford
them affiftance or fhelter ; nor in any refpect
raife any oppolfition to the enterprizes of the
king.

This was the main fpring of all ; this was
the chief objcét of the king of Travancore,
and that in which he moftly interefted
himfelf. Filled with the intention, and fired
with the idea, of making extenfive conquefts,
he knew no obftacle fo powerful to prevent
the accomplithment of his defires, as the
power of the Company ; and by this treaty
he fecured an open field before him, for turn-
ing his arms to whatever quarter he chofe.

It was not long before he availed himfelf
of the advautage he had obtained. He made
himfelf mafter of the kingdom of Tekkan
Kous, whofe prince was left unaided by his
neighbours and allies ; and of feveral other
places, to which the neutrality of the Com-
pany gave eafy opportunities.

By the twenticth article of the abovemen-
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tioned treaty, the Company bound themfelves
to provide that prince annually, to the value
of twelve thoufand rupees, or eighteen thou-
fand gilders, various forts of warlike ftores
and ammunition, and the prices of thefe arti-
cles were fixed as follows, viz.
afirelock at - - rupees 5. 16. or fi1r 11 (L1 1 ofterl)
one hundred gueflintis, -« - - .o 13 (o1 2)
a pound of gunpowder, - - - o 13 (o1 3)
one hundred leaden mufket bullets, o 14 (o 1 3)
a8 likewife fome ironwork, and brafs cannon,

On the other hand, the king engaged to
fell to the Company, all the cotton cloths,
and every year three thoufand candils of pep-
per, of five hundred pounds weight each,
together with all the other produétions which
the lands he was already poflefled of, yiclded :
and the further quantity of two thoufand
candils of pepper out of thofe territories which
he might in future conquer. For which the
Company, according to articles v and vi,
engaged to pay, namely, for each candil of
good and found pepper, properly barped or
fifted, from the kingdoms of Travancore
and Angfengo, fixty-five rupees (.97 15—,
and for the pepper produced in the countries
which the king of Travancore might fucceed

mn



[ 246 ]

in fubduing, in confequence of the neutrality
of the Company, fifty-five rupees (£.8215—)
per candr/ 5 and morcover an export-duty of
four fanam rageas ® per candil.

The twenty-fourth article fays ; that the
king fhall befides receive ait annual douceur,
or prefent, from the Company, the value,
however, of which was left to be fixed by
them ; this was afterwards fettled, by the
government of Batavia, at five thoufand gil-
ders 1, upon the condition that the ftipulated
quantity of pepper fhould be duly delivered.

The twenty-fifth article ftates; that the
Company’s fubjefls fhall be left unmolefted
in the lands, which have anciently belonged
to them.

By this means Travancore became fo
powerful, that all the other princes of Ma/a-
bar, feeing that the Company remained in-
attive, and beheld with eyes of indifference,
or of approbation, the encreafing greatnefs of
its rajah, ufed their utmoft endeavours to
engage the Company to alter their conduét,
as well by offering to furnith them with
various quantities of pepper, as by giving

* A fanam is about the value of 34, flerling. 7.
+ About £.454 flerling. T,
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fecret informations of the evil intentions of
the king of Travancore towards the Dutch.
But perceiving, at length, that every pro-
pofal was rejeéted, and every information
flighted, with the cooleft indifference, they
then had recourfe to the famorin, whom
they perfuaded to enter into hoftilities againft
the Company ; imagining, that if they were
once obliged to take up arms, matters would
come round again, according to their withes.
The famorin finding, that inftead of being
refifted, the only arms oppofed againft him
were neffeCtual remonftrances, and wvain
menaces, grew bolder every day, till he at laft
overrun the Company’s province of Paponetty,
fo that they were at length compelled to fend
a detachment of troops thither, to expel him
from the territory of the Company; which
was effefted. But it was not long before the
famorin made a new incurfion into the Com-
pany’s territory, and with better fortune, fo
that our people were forced to retire to Cran-
ganore, with the lofs of eight pieces of artil-
lery, leaving the famorin in pofleflion of
Paponetty. - Upon this he made preparations
to invade the kingdom of Cranganore, which

he fhortly afterwards did, with au army of
five
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five thoufand men, and endeavoured to throw
up fome fortifications at Aycotta, in order to
obftruét the navigation of the river, but in
which he was fortunately prevented by our
people.

The flames of war approaching thus by de-
grees nearer and pearer, and not having a
fufficient number of troops at hand, to oppofe
the progrefs of the enemy, the government
of Malabar came to a refolution, on the 2oth
of October, 1756, to requeft the affiftance of
a few hundred men from Ceylon, but the
government of that ifland, being themfelves
in want of tropps, excufed themfelves, on
that ground, by their letter of the 14th of
November following,

Before the troops of the famorin had ad-
vanced fo far, Mr. Cunes, who was at that
time the gavernor and commander in chief
on the coaft of Malabar, had written to the
kings of Cranganore and Aircer, who were
almott, as it were, the fubjefts of the Com-
pany, defiring them to ftation their nasrs upon
the froutiers of the province of Paponerty, in
order to prevent the incurfions of the enemy ;
but thefe princes openly took part with the
famorin ; ‘and not without reafon ; the Com-

pany
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pany had fet them the example, and had firft

abandoned them, and left them at the mercy.
of the king of Travancore: why then fhould

they abandon the famorin, who was now

their only hope and fupport? Would they not
then themf{elves have affifted in forging thofe

fetters, which the king of Travancere would

otherwife not have failed to caft upon them,

to which the Company, by their miftaken
policy, had {moothed the way ?

When the king of Travancore was in-
formed, by the commandant Cungs, of the
hoftilities which the famorin had committed
againft the Company, he anfwered with the
greateft compofure, ** that he had told the
** ambafladors of the famorin, that they
¢ fhould diffuade their mafter from doing fo.”

It was, at the fame time, pretty well
afcertained, that, far from ufing any diffua-
five arguments, the king of Travancore had,
on the contrary, greatly encouraged the fa-
morin to perfevere in his hoftile exertions;
trufting that, when matters came to greater
extremities, the Company would call in his
affiftance, and that he thould thereby have
better opportunities of carrying on his pro-
Jefts of aggrandizement and conqueft.

The
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The famorin, whofe obje@ was not fo
much the making war on the Company, as
the prevention of a further encreafe of power
in the king of Travancore, made propofals of
accommeodation himfelf, offerin g even to fur-
nith yearly two thoufand candils of pepper
to the Company, if they would but refolve
to join their forces to his, and attack the
king of Travancore; but far from liftening
to thefe propofals, or entering into treaty
concerning them, o many preliminary arti-
cles of difcuffion were ftarted, and conditions
propofed, as if the Company had been the
conquerors: this candu@ appears to have
been folely grounded upon an unwillingnefs
to depart from their favourite fyftem, or from
the conditions of the engagement latterly
entered into with Zrgvancere; to which
every thing was to be facrificed. Yet inftead
of this conduét inducing the king of Travan-
core to be more and more attached to the
Company’s intereft, he, on the contrary,
after the difputes with the famorin were ac-
commodated, had the hardinefs to declare,
that the Company muft, in time, be con-
tented with the delivery of his produés in
fuch a manner, and in fuch quantities, as he

chofe
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chofe to allow ; and that he did not intend to
look upon them in any other light, than in
that of merchants, not pofleffed of any ter-
ritorial jurifdiction, or fupreme authority,
and who ought to follow the market-prices
in paying for their purchafes,

Of all the Malabar princes he thus.,re-
mained the only formidable neighbour of the
Company, doing, without oppofition, what-
- ever he liked; which continued till lately
“when a ftill more dreaded enemy, both to
himfelf and the Company, arofe, one whofe
name has become famous by his wars againft
the Englith, the juftly celebrated Hyper
Arr CuaN BAauAUDER, otherwife HypEeRr
Naig, who, by his confummate courage and
conduét, raifed himfelf from the condition of a
common trooper, to be mafter of the kingdom
of My/fore (where he aflumed only, however,
the title of nabob, becaufe the king of My/fore
is ftill living, although kept in confinement
by the ufurper), and fubdued the province of
Canara, and the kingdom of Calicut, forcing
the famorin to feck a refuge with the king
of Travancore. HyDER ALI is now become
the moft formidable potentate of this part of
India; and if the Marattas, with whom he

is
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1s inceffantly at war, did not ftand in his way,
he would, in all probability, prefcribe laws
to the whole peninfula within the Ganges, in
a very fhort time.

An implacable enemy of the Englith, of
his hatred for which nation he has given
innimerable proofs, and burning with the
defire of fupplanting the nabob of the Car-
natic, upon the coaft of Coromandel, who was
in every thing fubfervient to the Englifh, he
had in view to make himfelf mafter of the
kingdom of Travancore®, in order to leave

* The only prince on the Malabar coaft who had efcaped
the oppreffion and violence of Hyper Acr, was the king of
Fravancore.  His means of defence were extraordinary and ro-
mantic. Around hiscapital, and chief province, he fuffered
the woods to grow for a number of years, till they formed an
impenetrable belt of great depth. ‘This, cut into labyrinths,
afforded ealy egrefls to his people, and rendered all attacks
from without impra‘ticable. Immured within this natural
fortification, he encouraged the cultivation of the arts and
fciences ; he invited the approach of men of geniusand know-
ledge; he cultivated the friendfhip of the brahmins, and was
himfelf admitted into their fociety, by the ceremony of paffing
through a golden cow; and by preparing his own military
flores, caiting of cannon, making of gunpowder, &c. he
rendered himfelf independent of foreign aid. The fubjefls
of his remoter provinees, to avoid the ravages of war, took
refuge within the woody circle ; and, whenever they could do
it with fafety, returned, with their families and effefls, to their
former habitations, 7.

no
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no enemy behind him, when he attacked the
Carnatic ; for this reafon, he fent, about a
year ago, to requeft of the government of
the Malabar, a free paflage for his troops
thither, through, or along, the territories of
the Company.

The refufal of this requeft, and the delay
of a reply to a letter, which he had dif-
patched, accompanied with confiderable pre-
fents, to the fupreme government at Bafavia
(which delay was occafioned by the length
of the voyage performed by the veflel, by
which the letter and prefents were fent, and
likewife by a little negligence of which the
people at Batavia were guilty, fo that the
thip from Batavia, that arrived on the coaft
of Malabar the following year, brought nei-
ther an{wer or prefents, in return to Hyper
Avri, or the leaft notice of the matter to
Governor MoEeNs), excited a great degree of
refentment in the breaft of the haughty My-
forecan, who was then, indifputably, the
greateft prince in thofe parts. This, Mr.
Moens endeavoured to foften as much as
poffible, by writing at one time, that the ex-
traordinary length of the vovage was the oc-
cafion of the delav, and at another, that the

reply
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reply to his difpatches would come by the
Coromandel or Ceylon fhips; but nothing
could efface the impreffions which this im-
aginary, or real, affront, had made in the
vindi&ive heart of Hyper Ar1i, who inti-
mated without referve, that he very well per-
ceived that the Company cared little for his
friendfhip.

Mr. MoExs, who forefaw that it would
be impofiible to avoid coming to a rupture
with this powerful and reftlefs prince, prin-
cipally becaufe his requeft to be allowed to
march through the territories of the Com-
pany, in order to attack the country of Tra-
wancore, was refufed, entered into clofer en-
gagements with the kings of Travancore and
of Cochim, to afiilt each other with all their
might in cafe of need. The latter feemed
even inclined to act offenfively, in order not
to be liable to undergo the fame fate as the
famorin ; but this was difcouraged by Mr.
Mokns, who knew very well that the whole
burthen and expence of the war would fall
upon the Company, as the pufillanimity of
the native princes, and their dread of the
arms of HYDER AL, were too great, to ex-
pect any effectual co-operation from them.

The
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The flames of war, which had been fo
long a kindling, burft out at length, in the
month of O¢tober, 1716. Hyper ALl
fent his general, Cua DERGAM, with eight
or ten thoufand men, to make an irruption
into the pofleffions of the Company, namely,
in the fandy country or province of Papo-
netty; he ravaged the country with fire and
fword, and laid fiege to the fort of Chittua ;
this fort, which is a fquare, with four demi-
baftions, had been duly provided with a fuf-
ficient garrifon, and ammunition and provi-
fions enough to hold out for fome time.

The faid general, Cua DErcAM, iflued a
manifefto, in the name of his mafter, the
nabob Hyper Ari, by which he alleged
that certain lands, fituated within the pro-
vince of Paponetty, belonged to the empire
of the famorin, and that Calicut having been
conquered by him, he required thofe lands
to be delivered up to him by the Company,
as an appendage to it.

To this, Mr. MoENs replied, that thofe
lands had been mortgaged many years ago
to the Company, by the famorin, for the
fum of twelve thoufand rupees; but that he

was
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was ready, at any time, to deliver them up
to whoever would repay to the Company the
money for which they had been mortgaged:
but no anfwer, or at leaft not a fatisfaétory
one, was given to this.

Mr. Mogns, whofe military force, agree-
able to the cuftomary fparingnefs of the
Company, in this refpect, was very trifling,
fcarcely amounting to two hundred effetive
men, had, upon the burfting of the ftorm,
immediately written, in preffing terms, for a
reinforcement of troops and vellels from
Ceylon; and, by the diligent zeal of the go-
vernor there, Mr. Fark, thefe were fent
with fuch expedition, that the troops were
difembarked at Cochim, on the 4th of No-
vember, and were dircétly fent off to Cran-
ganore and Aycotte, in order to prevent the
enemy from penetrating in that quarter, and
getting footing in the ifland of Baypin,
whillt the kings of Travancore and Cochim
threw up fome ftrong and fortified lines, on
the oppofite fide of the river, in order to
defend their lands from an irruption on
that fide. On our fide too, great affiduity

was ufed, in forming a retrenchment under
the
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the guns of Cranganore, and in fortifying
Aycotte, that Baypin might be ftill better
covered againft any hoftile attempt.

Chittua having now been invefted for a
long time, the garrifon fent word to Mr.
Mognws, that if they were not fpeedily fuc~
coured, they would be obliged to furrender,
for want of provifions and ammunition.

Upon receiving this intelligence, Mr.
Moens determined to relieve that {mall,
but important fort, whatever it might coft ;
that the enemy who were in force between
Chittua to the north, and Cranganore to the
fouth, might not be without fome objeét of
apprehenfion and check in their rear.

The Ceylon reinforcement had likewife
come very opportunely for that purpofe;
and cvery thing being prepared for the ex-
pedition, and the fupplies of provifion and
ammunition for the garrifon of Chittua being
packed in fmall cales and catks, in order
to admit of an eafier and more {peedy con-
vevance on fhore, and into the fort, the fol-
di».::rs, to the number of one hundred and
feventy or eighty men, were embarked on
board the fhip Hookwerf, and a fufficient
number of fmall veflels were provided for

the
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the purpofe of difembarking the men, and
landing the ftores and provifions, intended
for the relief of Chittua.

On the fame day that they failed in the
morning, they anchored, at noon, abreaft of
Chittwa: the commanding officer of the
military withed to attempt a landing imme-
diately ; but, by the advice of the captain
of the fhip, who conceived that the furf
upon the reef, where they would be obliged
to land before they could get to Chittua, ran
too high at that time, to render the attempt
pradticable, as likewife that the fmall vellels
which were to convey the foldiers and ftores
on fhore, were not yet in readinefs, or in
a proper fituation, the attempt was deferred
till the next day.

This expedition was planned and execu-
ted with fo much fecrccy, that the enemy
were wholly uninformed of it, until they
beheld the fhip caft anchor before Chittua;
and the delay in landing, gave an opportu-
nity to the nabob’s general, who immedi-
ately fufpeted the caufe of the large fhip,
and fo many {mall veflels, having anchored
on the coaft, to fend, wich all fpeed, a con-
fiderable number of his troops to take poft

upon
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upon the reef, or rather the fpit of land,
which for fome years had been wathed up
between Chittua and the fea; where they
placed themfelves in ambufcade, waiting for
the landing of our men.

Thefe, ignorant of this circumftance, at-
tempted to land on the following day, at
noon; but, unfortunately, the firft vefiel,
which had the foldiers on board, overfet,
as foon as it entered the furf; the men,
however, got fafe to land; but they had not
proceeded many yards, before they were
attacked by the party of the enemy that lay
there in ambufh: theycould not oppofe much
refiftance to them, as their firelocks, and
the greateft part of their ammunition, had
been drenched in fea-water: the command-
ing officer, therefore, immediately ordered his
detachment to retreat to the beach ; but here
they were again difappointed, for the affright-
ed natives, who had navigated the veffel in
which they came, having recovered her,
had put off from the fhore again, and none
of the others durft encounter the furf; fo
that, after having defended themfelves for
a thort time, as well as they were able,

feveral of them being killed, and many
wounded,



[ 260 ]

wounded, the detachment was obliged to
furrender themfelves prifoners of war to the
enemy.

The confequences of the ill fuccefs of
this expedition, were confiderably Prejudicial
to us.

The enemy obtained a frefth degree of
courage, from the advantage they had gain-
ed over us in this aftion, and our people
were not a little ditheartened by it, as
they had loft a confiderable proportion of
their {mall number of European troops,
and were obliced by it to abandon Chit-
fua to its fate. That place furrendered,
at length, by capitulation; and although it
was upon condition that the garrifon fhould
not be made prifoners, but fhould be allowed
to march out, and be conduéted to Cranga-
nsre, the P-:zrﬁdiuua Myforean abided not by
his word, but after they were plundered of
all they poflefied, and ftripped almoft naked,
he fent them in chains to Calicwz, and farther
up into his country.

The fituation of our affairs, on the coaft «f
Malabar, now became daily more critical
and alarming. The enemy had now no-
thing more to do, than to ftorm Cranganere,

or
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or to break through the Travancore lines, to
be at hand to get footing on the ifland of
Baypin, or even to attack Cochim itfelf; and
the retrenchment which had been begun be-
fore Cranganore was not near completed, for
want of labourers, who are here called
coolies®,

To this, add the intelligence, which Mr.
Moens received from good authority, that
the nabob had caufed a confiderable part of
his fleet, confifting of one three-maift fhip,
fix two-maft grabs, and twenty well armed
gallivats, to affemble at Calicut, with the
intention of attempting to make a landing
upon the ifland of Baypin, and thus to attack
Crangancre on both fides, and to extend his
depredations even to the gates of Cochim,

In order to guard, as much as pofiible,
againft the completion of this purpofe, a
fchooner, which was the only veflel ftationed
by the Company on the coaft, was placed as
clofe as poffible to the mouth of the river of
Cranganore ; and the thips, the Hoslwerf and

# Coolies are thofe natives who are employed in carrying
of burthens, digging of trenches, and fuch laborious occupa-
tions ; and who, fupplying the place of picneers, cannot be

difpenfed with in the eoperations of military taitics in
Hindoffan, §.
the
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the Honcosp, were ftationed a little farther
to feaward, at a middling diftance from each
other, in order to cover the coaft, and at
the fame time to be near enough to join
their force, upon the appearance of the
enemy’s fleet, in order to oppofc any land-
ing that might be attempted.

In the mean time, the retrenchments be-
fore Cranganore were carried on with the
utmoft diligence ; yet, for want of proper
workpeople, they were not completed till
the end of December, when, however, every
thing was prepared, as well as circumftances
would admit of, as well for defenfive, as for
offenfive operations. But matters remained
in this fitvation ; for Mr. Mogns wifely
confidered, that if once the Company acted
offenfively, all means of amicable accom-
modation would be entirely cut off, and
they would be involved in an open war,
from which it might not be fo eafy to dif-
engage themfelves, and which would, at all
events, be a fource of heavy expence, and
run their poffeffions on the coaft of Malabar
ftill more in arrear. The enemy now con-
tinued quiet in Paponetty, and feemed to
wifh for nothing more than the trifling

mortgaged
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mortgaged diftriéts which had formed the
bone of contention ; while a communication
ftill, in fome meafure, kept up with Hyper
Ar1, had been the means of keeping alive
the hopes of a pacific termination to thefe
menacing events.

Moreover, if our people had acted offen-
fively, they would have had to attack the
enemy in a woody country, where they
might wait for us with advantage, and in
cafe of difcomfiture, the retreat would be
difficult. The lofs of the Ceylon reinforce-
ment would have been irreparable; and
although a detachment of two hundred
fepoys, fent from Coromandel over land had
reached Cochim in fafety, in the latter end
of December, Mr. Mogns was induced, by
the abovementioned matives, to aét, for the
prefent, merely upon the defenfive, in the
hopes that the fhip that was daily expeéted
from Batavia, would bring the long-ex-
pected anfwer, and counter-prefents, from
the government there, to the nabob of
Myfore.

In order, however, to make a trial of the
real difpofition of the kings of Travancere
and Cochim, by making them believe that

he
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he ferioufly intended to undertake the pro-
fecution of the war, Mr. Mogns fent ta
them to inform them, that having, on his
part, got every thing in readinefs to aé
offenfively againft the common enemy, he
now required of them a categorical anfwer,
in how far he could depend upon their fuc-
cours, and at the fame time, withing to
form a plan, in concert with them, for the
commencement of their combined opera-
tions.

Upon this, he received from Travancore
juft fuch an anfwer as he expeéted, in con-
fequence of the fecret informations which
he had before obtained, at no little expence,
of what was pafling at the court of that
prince ; it was to the following effeét;
namely, that the king of T ravancore, had
entered into an alliance with the nabob of
Areot, by which it had been ftipulated, that
if he, the king of Travancore, were attacked
in his own dominions by Hyper Acr1, that
then the nabob of Arcor would come to his
affiftance, but that if he were himielf the
aggreffor, he was not then to expect the
flightett degree of fuccour ; and that, as
Hyper ALt had not yet attually committed

hoftilities
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hoftilities upon his territories, his hands
were bound from aéting any otherwife than
merely defenfively. Hence it appeared that
the liberal promifes, made by the king of
Travancore, that he would join all his forces
to our’s as foon as we were in readinefs,
were never intended to be performed, and
came to nothing ; and it may be inferred,
that he had no other objett in view, in
making them, than to encourage the Com-
pany to involve themfelves in difficulties,
and to kecp himfelf entirely out of the
{crape.

It was not the king of Travancore alone
who wifhed for the humiliation of the Com-
pany, but the Englith were likewife ani-
mated with the fame invidious defires ; and
although it would have been diametrically
oppofite to their intereft, that the power of
Hyper Acr thould be augmented, yet they
would have rejoiced to fee the annihilation
of our’s on the coaft of Malabar.

A well authenticated anecdote confirms
the opinion of their inimical difpofition to-
wards us: the chief of Angengo, converfing
on the fubjeét of the difputes which had
arifen between our Company and Hyper

AL,
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Av1, expreffed himfelf in a manner which
clearly evinced his fatisfattion, at the un-
favourable pofture which our affairs had
taken; ¢ adding, let HypERr AL1 take Cochim
¢ away from them, it will not be long be-
« fore we fhall take it back from him.”

The chief of Tellickerry too, as foon as he
underftood that the enemy had taken Pa-
ponetty, allured the different veflels, that
were annually accuftomed to refort to Co-
chim, for the purpofes of trade, to his fet-
tlement, pretending that Cockim was inveft-
ed both by fea and by land ; he even wrote
a letter to Mr. Moens, by which he offered
to take under his fafeguard, at Tellickerry,
the goods and effeéts of the Company, with
affurances, upon his word of honour, that,
both with refpeét to the houfing, and to the
difpofal of articles of merchandife, the {ame
care and diligence fhould be employed, as if
they belonged to the Englith.

But Mr. Mokns, well informed of his
underhand dealings, wrote in reply, that
matters, far from being come to that ex-
tremity, were ftill in fuch a fituation, that
the operations of trade were purfued without
interruption, and the road was protected by

the
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the Company’s thips, and that he therefore
begged leave to decline his friendly offer:
at the fame time he fecretly caufed infor-
mation to be given to fuch veffels as had
run in there, that they might fafely come to
Cochim, without any apprehenfion ; and this
had the effeét, that they all immediately left
Tellicherry and failed to Cockim, where they
difpofed of their goods, and were fupplied
with the articles they wanted, as ufual.

At length, the Groemendaal, the long-
withed-for fhip from Batavia, appeared, and
caft anchor in the road of Cockim, on the
9th of January, 1777, having on board an
an{fwer from the fupreme government to
the letter of HypEr ALl, with the prefents
accompanying it.

Mr. Mozens and his council, neverthelefs,
deliberated, whether they fhould now fend
thefe difpatches to the nabob, on account
of the hoftilities which he had already com-
mitted, or not : after mature confideration,
however, the firft was unanmimoufly refolved
on, becaufe that by this means, if the na-
bob really fought peace, it muft imme-
diatcly appear. Mr. MoENs added a letter
from himfelf, which principally contained

the
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the reafons of the long delay of the letter
and prefents.

After the lapfe of fome weeks, HypER
Ar1, who had now marched higher up in
the peninfula againft the Marattas, with
whom he was equally at war, wrote a let-
ter to Mr. Mogns, and fent back the people
who had been taken prifoners at Chittua, pro-
viding them with provifions, and paying their
expences as far as Cochim, retaining, how-
ever, thofe who had taken fervice with him;
he took no notice in that letter of the pre-
{fents which had been fent to him, although,
in all probability, he well knew that they
were on the road to him ; but he wrote
that the difputes which had arifen between
him and the Company, were occafioned by
mifunderftanding ; that he had indeed fent
a general and fome troops into the fandy
country, but it was only for the purpofe of
feeking after the lands which had belonged
to the kingdom of the famorin; that our
people had fhot firft ; that he had difpatch-
ed two meflengers to Mr. MoEns, to ad-
juft the differences, but that they had been
refufed to be received ; with feveral other
feigned {ubjects of complaint, and unfounded

allegations,
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allegations, by which he endeavoured to
exculpate himfelf, and to throw the whole
blame of the rupture upon the Company ;
he concluded, however, by offering them
his friendthip, and manifefted a defire of ac-
commodating matters.

Upon this, Mr. MoEns replied to him,
that nothing was more agreeable to the
Company, than to maintain their relations
of amity with the princes in the neighbour-
hood of their eftablithments; that they ef-
pecially wifhed to preferve the friendfhip
and good-will of a powerful prince like
him, with whom they had never before had
any mifunderftanding ; and that, in order
to re-eftabiith a peace, and to remove all
the fubjeéts of difpute which had arifen be-
tweenr them, he left it to the choice of the
nabob, whether his highnefs chofe to fend
his wakeels ¥ to Cschim, or whether Mr.
Moens thould fend perfons to treat with the
nabob at his own court.

When 1 left Cachim, on the 24th of April,
1777, no anfwer had yet come to this laft
letter, but it was expected to arrive every day.

* Valeel, an agent, minifter, or ambaffador from a
Moorifh prince, 7.

The
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The probable caufes of the pacific dif
pofition which now appeared in the nabob,
were the following :

Firft, the open war in which he was en-
gaged with the Marattas, who were' endea-
vouring to reinftate, in the poffeffion of their
dominions, thofe princes, who had formerly
been tributary to them, and had now been
difpolfefled by HypeR ALIL

Next, the aflembling of the nairs of the
famorin, in the mountaius, in order to re-
ftore their prince, who had fled for refuge to
the king of Travancore, to his dominions; to
which likewife conduced, that the chief of
the Moors, who conftituted almoft the half
of the fubje&s of the famorin, and whom
Hyper bad left in his office, upon his
paying a large fum of confideration-money,
had now revolted from the conqueror,
and had gone over, with his people,
to the mountains, where he had joined the
nairs.

Laftly, Hyper faw that the fortifications
we had made at Cranganore and Aycotte,
together with the Travancore lines, were of
fuch a nature, that he could not attack them
with much hopes of fuccefs; and, confe-

quently,
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quently, not penetrating to Cochim, that he
could not prefcribe his own terms to the
Company.

I have before hinted, that the principal
object of our Company, in expelling the
Portuguefe from this coaft, was in order to
become pofleiled of the pepper-trade, exclu-
fively of all others ; to which, perhaps, other
reafons of political expediency might be
added.

They, however, early met with much dif=
appointment on this head, both by the bad
faith of the Malabar princes, and by the con-
ftantly encreafing competition of European
rivals, who adopted a furer mode of obtain-
ing as much pepper as they wanted, by al-
ways following the marketprice, or even
paying fomething above it, while our Com-
pany continually infitted upon the perform-~
ance of the contraéls, that no pepper thould
be furnithed to any others, although a fixed
price was never ftated in them, and they
only fpeak of the marketprice, as the rule to
go by *.

% Secret Confiderations of the Commandant DE Joxg, of the
2 5th of Oftober, 1757. &.
The
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The felling of pepper to other nations was
ftigmatized as a contraband trade, which
ought to be put a ftop to by compulfion, if
other means were not fufficient ; and force
was reforted to at different times for that
purpofe; but thefe attempts were as little
produétive of the effets propofed, as they
were expenfive ; for the princes them{elves
were not able to reftrain their fubjeéts from
carrying on this trade with other nations, by
which they made double the advantage that
they did in {elling to us *,

By all thefe viciflitudes and occurrences,
the Malabar coaft has been rendered, from
the period that it was conquered, to a few
years ago, one of the heavieft burthens of
the Company in India; and this it was that
made the governor general, MossErL, ad-
drefling himfelf to the director general, Go-
LONESSE, who maintained that the Malabar,
where he had long been ftationed as com-
mandant, was one of the moft important
polleflions of the Company, ufe thefe words:
“ Jam fo far from being of your opinion,
¢ that I rather wifh that the ocean had

* Secret Confiderations of the Commandant De Joxc, of the
25th of Ogtober, 1757. .
« {wallowed
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« fwallowed up the coaft of Malabar an
¢ hundred years ago *.”

The obfervations of Mr. MosseL on the
ftate of the Malabar coaft, need only be at-
tentively perufed to obtain a conviétion of
the great detriment which our eftablithments
upon it have already been to the Company ;
they have not fo much been intrinfically pre-
judicial as baneful, on account of the con-
tinual difputes and wars which we have been
engaged in with the native princes, and not
a little by the infidelity and peculation of the

fervants who have been employed here .
Since

# Hiffcire Philafopbique et Folitique de P AbbéRayxav. Tom.
1. p.26:1. Edition de la Haye, 1774 3.

M. RAYNAL, in this place, gives an opinion, in a note,
that the eftablifhments of the Dutch on the coaft of Malabar
might, by a more enlarged commercial policy, be rendered of
benefit to whoever pofleffed the maftery of the pepper trade
from Yava, Sumatra and Berneo; * for this purpofe, it would
¢ merely be requifite to purchafe the pepper on the coaft of
¢ Malabar, at an advanced price, fay one that would compel
other nations to abandon the trade; the benefits which
« would accrue upon the immenfe quantitics of pepper fur-
¢ pifhed at a very low rate, by thofe more eafiern poffeffions,
+ would more than compenfate for the facrifice recommended ;
« and, by this operation, the exclufivecommerce might be ob-
tained of a fpice which has now become an article of uni-
verfal confumption 1a moft parts of the globe.” 7%

4 Mr. Mosser, however. was of opinion, that, by a better
management,

-

Ll
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Since the accommodation of the laft differ-
ences refpeting the famorin, the Malabar
has, however, again begun to make a toler-
able figure in the Company’s {tatements;
we do not mean to take into confideration
the fum written off in the year 1767, to
make good the deficicncy occafioned by the
infidelity of the perfons employed; the ba-
lance, clofed on the 31ft of Auguft, 1771,
fhews, that the expences of the Malabar had
amounted in the book-year, 1770-1771, tO

management, the Malaber might be rendered a profitable
- [Alion to tae Dutch ; not fo much by the pepper trade, as
by the gains upon the fpices, fugar, arrack, and Japan cop-
pir which may be difpofed of here. He fuppofes that the
profit upon thefe might annually be £.2 50,000, and the charges
of the whole 233,000, or £ 18,000 (about £.6,636 fterling) lefs
than th: gains; to which is to be added, what might be gained
upon the pepper: in 1778, 1,000,000 /fs. of pepper, from the
coalt of Mufabar, were fold in Holland, at 17 flivers (nearly
1., 7d.) per pound ; the purchafe-colt on the coaft, is, by the
treaties, from four to five ftivers per pound : the pepper, how-
ever, muft then be fent to Ceplow, and thence conveved to
Europe, whereby much expence is incurred, but not fo much
as not to leave a confiderable profit. My, Mosser’s calculation
of the charges is, however, made upon the fuppofition that
the Company’s eftablifhment on the Malzbar coalt, amounts
to no more than 3o0 or 400 peifons, and we have before feen,
page 233, that in 1y706-197%, there were 867 Europeans,
and 4o natives, in the Company's fervice here. 7.

J205,570.
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f205,570. 17.5 and, on the other hand, the
profits amounted to f.325,687. 17. 8, leav-
ing a handfome advance upon the whole of
f120,117. 0. 8% ; and thefc profits would,
under the difinterefted adminiftration of Go-
vernor Moexs, have been larger, had not
the unhappy difputes, which I have before
detailed, been the means of greatly angment-
ing the charges .

The articles which arc of the moft cur-
rent vent, of thofe fent hither by the Com-
pany, are cloves, nutmegs, and mace; but
the leaft part of them is confumed on the
coaft, for a much more confiderable quan-
tity is exported by country-veflels, who trade
hither from the northern parts of the Ara-
bian fea, Mujfcat, and the gulph of Perfia,
where fuch an advance upon the prices is

# About f.10,920 fterling. 7.

% In the year 1779, however, the charges of the Malabar
eftablihment were f.48g,645, while the profits amounted
together to no more than fi414,4y77, or f74,668 (about
£.6,606 fterling) lefs than the charges, exclufive of the ex-
pences of the conveyance from Basawia of the articles fold.
Befides pepper, fome cardemom, and caflia lignea, is furnifhied
for Europe from the Malaber; and a confiderable number of
flaves are yearly fent, in private trade, to Baravis, and the
Cape of Good Hope. .

obtained,
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obtained, as defrays the charges and rifk of
conveyance ; thefe veflels bring, on the other
hand, capok, which is difpofed of to ad-
vantage at Cochim,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XV.

Furtber Stay on the Coaff.—Departure from Co-
cuIM. — Paffage through the Channel of Ma-
MALA.— A lunar Eclipfe.— Singular Whitenefs
obferved in the Seawater—Seen by other Naviga-
tors.—Account of a fimilar Phenomenon from V a-
LENTYN. — Defeription of @ curious Species of
Shellfifp.—Of Infeits in the Sea occafioning a lu-
minous Appearance—View of Cape ST. JoHN.—
Arrival at SurAT. — Changes that bad taken
Place there.—Termination of the War between the
Marattas and the Englifb.— Optional Ceffion of
SALSETTE f0 the latter—Repented of by the for-
mer—WWbo complain of ill Faith in the Englifb,

THE fhip Ouwerkerk having undergone
fome neceflary repairs, and taken in water
for the profecution of her voyage, was in
readinefs to fail on the 26th of December ;
but the conftant apprehenfion that the flect
of the nabob would make an attempt to ef-
fe€t a landing on the ifland of Baypin, made
the government at the Malabar determine to
keep the thip ftill on the coaft, till a two-

maft bark, expe@ed from Ceylon, or the fhip
= from
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from Batavia, thould arrive. I received
orders to fail with the Quwerkerk to before
Aycotte, there to relieve the thip Hookverf
(whofe cargo, if fhe ftaid longer, would
have been fubjeét to be {poiled), to remain
there till further orders ; and, in cafe any
hoftile veffels thould appear, to ufe my beft
endeavours to refift aud prevent the execu-
tion of their defigns.

I remained at anchor there till the gth of
Janvary, 1777, when 1 received my dif-
patches on board, with permiffion to purfue
my voyage to Swurat, upon which I imme-
diately weighed anchor, and fet fail ; but I
was obliged, by contrary wind and ftream,
to anchor again at funfet. In the mean
time the thip, Hoolwerf, replaced mine inthe
ftation before Aycotte, and the Groenendaal,
which had left Batavia on the 20th of No-
vember, and had arrived the day I received
permiflion to depart, lay at anchor before
Cachim.

About midnight, when the land-wind be-
gan to blow, we again got under fail, fteer-
ing for the channel of Mamala, intending to
run through it between the Laguediva and
the Maldive iflands, aud to purfue opr voyage

io
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to Surat to the weltward of the former.
Although this was a circuitous route, as the
northeafterly winds blew f{trong, yet there
was no other means of fulfilling the object
of our voyage, for we were commanded by
our inftrutions from the government at Ba-
favia, to keep out of fight of the land, on
account of the Maratta fleet, till we were
m the latitude of Cape St. Fobm, and we
could not, therefore, avail of the ufual alter-
nate fea and land winds, which do not blow far
out at fea, and with the affiftance whereof
we might otherwife have effected the paffage
with great quicknefs.

For the firft eight days, we met with very
firong currents, which fet us fometimes to
the north, and fometimes to the fouth, with-
out that we difcovered either the iflands on
one hand, or thofe on the other. On the
18th of January, we perceived but a very
feeble current, and by the encreafing north-
wefterly variation of the compafs, we com-
puted that we had already paffed the weft-
ernmoft of the Laguediva iflands ; we then
fteered as high up to the N.w. as the fcanti-
nels of the wind would allow, in order to

get into higher latitudes,
On
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On the 23d, we faw another eclipfe of
the moon. Full one-half of the planet was
obfcured, on its fouth fide; the beginning
could not be obferved, by reafon of the hazi-
nefs of the weather.

On the joth, wemet, at night, with a very
fingular appearance in the colour of the fea.
It affumed fo great a degree of whitenefs,
that it was perfeétly like milk. During the
day, we had obferved that the water was
darker and browner than ufual, and had loft
that azure clearnefs which it almoft always
has in the open fea: in proportion as the
evening twilight diminithed, it became
whiter, and encreafed gradually in white-
nefs till nine o’clock, when it was fo white,
that the whole fed appeared as if covered
with a white fheet, or exactly like the ap-
pearance, in the night-time, of a flat coun-
try overfpread with fnow. The horizon
was not diftinguifhable, except to the north-
welt, where the line of diftinétion between
the {ea and the {ky was difcernable, from the
latter being fomewhat - dark and gloomy.
This phenomenon was entirely diftinét from
the luminous appearance which is frequently
obferved in the water of the ocean, as, in-

ftead
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ftead of giving any light, the whole was of
a deadly palenefs, excepting clofe to the
veflel, where it feemed mixed with fome
fparks of light. While it was at the ftrongeft,
I bad the lead caft feveral times, but we
found no ground with a line of one hundred
and fifty fathoms. I had fome of the water
taken up, and examined it direétly with the
microfcope, but could not fee any thing in
it, with a glafs of the greateft magnifying
powers ; to the naked eye, it appeared as
clear as eryftal ; and, on tafting it, it feemed
to have loft fomething of its briny and bitu-
minous tafte.

The fame appearance was obferved by the
Englith captain NewLAND, in the fame
part of the ocean, with the difference, how-
ever, that he faw it intermixed with black
ftripes running in a ferpentine diretion
through the whitenefs, which I did not fee in
it. He likewife difcovered animalculz in it,
by putting a glafs, with fome of the water,
in a dark place, and holding his hand clofe
over it*; but neither did I obferve any
thing of this kind, although I likewife filled

* See Hedendaag feche Faderlandfche Letteroeffeningen(a Dutch

periodical publication), vol. iii. no, V. art, Mifeellanies, page
o4, &8,

a glafs
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a glafs with the water, and put it in a dark
place, but without holding my hand over it.

The account given of this phenomenon
by Mr. NuBurk, volume ii, page 84 and
85, agrees perfeétly with the above.

About midnight, when the moon rofe, the
water refumed, by degrees, its former dufky
colour, and cn the following morning it ap-
peared the fame as the day before.

We were then, by eftimation, fixty leagues
from the coaft of Arabia Felix, which was
the nearcft land. Our north latitude was
16°, and our compafles thewed a northweft-
erly variation of five degrees.

We had a light breeze of wind, chicfly
from the northeaft, varying, however, from
E.N.E. to N.N.E.: the thermometer ftood at
72°; the fky was, in general, flightly
clouded ; and the ftars were vifible: 1 had
no reafon to fuppofe that the moon had any
influence upon this phenomenon, or had con-
tributed to it, it having been in the quarter
the day before ; and the more, as we did not
difcover any ftrong current.

I remember to have read fomewhere in
VALENTYN, that this fame appearance is
alfo fometimes obferved in the feas between

Amboyna
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Amboyna and Banda* ; but I am well affured
that it could never be more diftinétly feen
than when I obferved it.

On

* It appears from Varextyw, that this phenomenon,
which he calls bet witwater (the white water), occurs twice
every year in the feas around Bamde; the firlt time, when it
is denominated the little wirwarer, it takes place at the new
moon, in June; it is but flight in July, but does not entirely
fubfide before the fame appgarance occurs again at the new
moon in Auguft, when it is called the great switwwarer, In
the day-time, the fea appearsas ufual; but in the night, it
affumes a milkwhite hue, and the refleftion of it in the air is
fo great, that the fky cannot be diftinguifhed from the water,
Land is very eafily difcerned by night, in it, for the land
appears very black in the middle of the whitenefs, Very
little fifly is caught during the time that it lafts, but afterwards
fo muoch the more; the filh do not like the water, and the
clearnefs of it makes them eafily fee the fithing-tackle and
boats, and confequently avoid them. It has likewife been ob-
ferved to rot the bottoms of veflels which lie much init. It
throws up, on the fhores where it reaches, a great deal of
flime, and filth, and likewife different fpecies of blubber or
mollufca, bezaantjes (bolothuria phyfalis, or Portuguefe men-of-
war), &c. It isdangerous for imall veffels tode at fea in the
night, where it comes, as, though it may be calm, the fea
always rolls with heavy furges, enough to overfet fmall
vellels; and it feems as if they were occafioned by fubaqueous
exhalations prefing upwards for a vent It is chiefly feen
between Eands, and the foutheaftern iflands, to the fouth-
ward of the iflands of dror and the Keyr, down to Tenimber,
where the heavieft rolling of the fea is obferved, and Timer
Laur; it runs weftward as far as Timar; and to the north, it
15 met with on the fouth coaft of C ram, keeping, however, to

the
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On the following evening, and part of
the night, we faw this phenomenon again,

the fouth of the Uliafirs and Amboyna, where it appears in
large ftripes. This milk-fea, as Varexryn emphatically calls
it, is clearly feen in the night, from the hills at Amboynay
firetching towards Banda; for at dmboyna itfelf, it does not
properly occur, having ‘only been known once to have
reached that ifland, namely, in 1656, When it begins to
abate, it runs along the iflands of Omo, and Ende, or Florisy
and finally, in ftripes as far as Bowtow, and even to Saleyers
and the coait of Celebes, where it gradually lofes itfelf in the
other feawater, or mixes with it. The more tempeftuous
the weather proves, the more it rains, and the harder the
foutheat tradewind blows, the more this white water is feen.
It is entirely unknown whence it proceeds ; but it has gene-
rally been fuppofed to come from the gulph of Cargentaria.
Some have confidered the whitenefs as occalioned by myriads
of animalcule; and others have afcribed it to a fubtle, ful-
phureous, marine exhalation, which they have fuppofled to
arife from the bottom of the fea, and to become condenfed in
the water.  But though brimftone be produced in confidera-
ble quantities, at Amboyna and Bands, and likewile upon
Nilay Tecwwer, Dammer (three iflands, fouth of the two for-
mer, and between them and Timer, little known to any but
the Dutch), and elfewhere in thefe parts, yet, fays VALENTY N,
if the white water were caufed by that circumftance, it
would be obferved, wherever fulphur is found in large quan-
tities: but, unable to affign any other realon, he leaves the
folution of this phenomenon to be determined by future dif-
coverers and naturalifts. He likewife fays, it has been ob-
ferved at the Mayotte or Csmora iflands, to the northweftward
of Madagafcar, and between it and the main land of Africa.
VALENTYN Bofcbryving wan Ogft Indieny vol. 11, page 137 and
135, and vol. II[. part 2, page 1o and 1. 7.

and
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and every night till the 3d of February, but
in a {lighter degree every fucceeding time,
and on the evening after that day, it was
not vifible at all; there was, however, a
ftrong luminous appearance in the water ;
we were then, by eftimation, thirty-five
leagues from the neareft part of Arabia
Felix, being in the north latitude of 179 30/,
and our compafies ftill thewing a northwefts
erly variation of five degrees,

During the time that we faw this white
water, the fky was fometimes entirely clear,
with a fine ftarlight down to the very hori-
zon, and fometimes it was cloudy, and even
quite overcaft; fo that it does not appear
to me that the ftate of the weather had any
influence upon it: the thermometer conti-
nued, for the moft part, at the point at which
it was the firft evening.

On the 1ft of February, and the day after,
we took up out of the fea a kind of little
fhellfith, univalve and {piral, which floated
on the furface of the water ; the fhell was of
a beautiful azure colour beneath, gradually
becoming lighter towards the opening ; they
were of various fizes, the largeft being as big
as a little garden-fnail, and the fmalleft of

the
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the fize of a common perriwinkle ; the ani-
mal that inhabited the fhell had the fame
fpiral form ; but inftead of the horny cover-
ing, or cap, that clofes the opening of the
perriwinkle, this animal had a large hollow
bladder, perfectly white, and filled with air,
about an inch and a half in length, and half
an inch in thicknefs ; it was of an oval fhape,
and ferved to keep the little animal, with its
fragile habitation, floating on the waves; this
membrane was attached to the fore part of
the animal, and, upon being carefully fepa-
rated from it, there appeared a little oval
head, from which projeéted two little horns,
like thofe which fnails generally have. Upon
being bruifed, the animal yiclded a beautiful
purple liquor, which, when viewed in the
microfcope, had an appearance of very {mall
animalcul, of a vermicular fhape, like thofe
which are met with in ftagnant rainwater,
tranfparent, and comparable for fize, or
ra her for minutenefs, to the #richoda, or
wheel infe@. I evaporated this liquid, and
obtained from it a dry powder, which, when
yubbed down, and mixed with gum-water,
made a beautifu’ purple paint.

I believe, as we were then not far from
the
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the Gulph of Arabia, that thefe animals were
driven by the currents out of the Red Sea,
where, I think, they are met with.

To feveral of -thefe thells adhered a num-
ber of very minute muicles, of the fame
thape and appearance, as thofe which we
vulgarly call longnecks, and which adhere to
the bottoms of thips, or to timber that has
been long in the water; fome very fmall
crabs likewife were feen upon the fhells.

Although I had many times in vain ex-
amined the feawater, in order to difcover
what might be the caufe of the luminous ap-
pearance which it fometimes aflumes at
night, I was fortunate enough, on the 1oth
of February, to difcover in it thofe animals,
whofe rapidly varying and fhooting motion,
occafion, in my opinion, this circumftance,
Their length was about two lines, and their
breadth one line: they are flar, and perfeétly
tranfparent: the animal confifted of nine
annulz, or rings, the {malleft of which was
the head, out of which two little horns pro-
je€ted; the rings encreafed in fize and breadth
to thé ninth, or laft, which alone made one-
third of the whole length, and formed the
pofterior part of the animal; a gut, or duét,

ran
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ran through the whole length, in the middle
of the body, which was narrow at the head,
but encreafed in width till about the middle
of the ninth divifion, where it fpread out intg
many little branches : in the middle of this
dué a fubftance appeared, which had a kind
of periftaltic motion from behind to before,
and which I looked upon as the principium
vite of the animal: quite at the extremity
of the ninth annula there were two {mall
upcnings, round which four little legs, ov
arms, were difcernible, and there appeared
to be feveral more, but they were fo very
minute, that I cannot with certainty affert
that there were more.

In the fame water I alfo found an infeét
of the fame fize, which, when viewed by
the glafs, No. IV, had the fame fhape as
that of which a drawing is given in Captain
Purpps’s Voyage to the North Pole, in plate
XII, figure 2, and defcribed under the name
of fea-loufe *

We

* Fig 2, plate XIL in Purers's Voyage, is cancer augax, ma-
erourus, articalaris, pedibus quatwordecim fimp.icibur, laminis femornm
fex pafleriorum dilatatis fubrotunde cordatiz. 1t is added, thart this
animal, which had not before been deferibed, thould be inferted
in the Sylema Natwre near cancer pulex; it was taken in the

trawl



[ 289 ]

We ftruggled with contrary winds till
the 8th of February, before we could reach
twenty degrees of north latitude ; we then
got better opportunities of gaining an eafting,
as the winds veered to N.N.E. and north, and
when we were before the mouth of the Gulph
of Perjfia, they even run to N.w. and w.N.w.
with which we purfued our voyage with
tolerable fuccefs; on the 1g9th of that
month, we ftruck foundings, for the firft
time, in forty-nine fathoms, black fandy
clay, with {mall fhells and gravel, and af-
terwards a greenith hard clay bottom, and
on the 21ft we let drop our anchor, at two
o'clock, A.M. in twenty-one fathoms, as the
current was againft us.

At eight o'clock, when the ftream had
fubfided, and the flood began to rife, we
again got under fail, and at half paft nine,
we came in fight of the high land of Cape
St. Jobn, finding ourfelves, by obfervation,
at noon, twenty-nine leagues and a half
more to the weftward than by the fhip’s
reckoning.

rawl near Meffen ifland. The cancer pales, was taken up in
the fame trawl. It is fingular that fimilar animals fhould be
found to exift in the artic and in the tropical feas. 7.

At
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At three o’clock, p.m. when the flood had
left us, and the wind became contrary, we
anchored again, and fo on, working up with
the tides of flood, and lying over when the
counter-ftream began; we were, the fol-
lowing morning, before Terncpour; in the
evening, we had pafled the city of Daman ;
on the 23d, in the morning, we were be-
yond the little hill of Ba/zany ; and, in the
evening, in fight of the road of Surat.

We anchored there on the 24th of Fe-
bruary, and having moored the fhip at night,
I went up to Surat on the following day,
and reaching the town at four o’clock in
the afternoon, I landed ax the Dutch wharf,
where I fixed my quarters in a houfe not
far from it, which had been hired for me.

On my arrival, I found that many
changes had taken place in our direction,
fince 1 had been here laft. The late direc-
ror, B , had been recalled by the fupreme
government, and being fearful that, if he
went to Batavia, he would there meet with
his deferts, as he was perfeély confcious of
his negligence, if not of his mifconduét, in
his adminiftration, he refolved, as foon as
Mr. vaNn pE GrAAF, who had been ap-

pointed
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pointed his fucceffor in the direétorfhip, ar-
rived in an Englifh fhip from the Malabar,
where he had been the fecond in command,
to put himfelf under the proteétion of the
Englith Company, and to take his paflage to
Bombay, by the fame vellel that had brought
Mr. vaN DE GRAAF.

Similar apprehenfions were entertained by
the fecond, Mr, S , who equally, a few
days afterwards, fought the protettion of
the Englith ; it was, however, only for one
night, as on the following morning, Mr.
vAN DE Graar fucceeded in perfuading
him to return back to the Company.

On the 1oth of March, a report was
received here that the nabob of Myfire,
Hyper ALrr, had obtained a fignal victory
over the Marattas, in which that nation
were faid to have loft full forty thoufand
men killed on the field of battle, and that
the vitor had advanced, with his army,
within twentycofs of Pgonab; but no con-
firmation was receivéd of this news befote
my departure,

The war between the Marattas and the
Englith, of which I have before made men-
tion, had been terminated the preceding

year,
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year, by a treaty of peace, by which no
adequate advantages were obtained, on the
part of the Englith, in the proportion that
might naturally be expeéted from their con-
quefts and fucceffes. This has even laid the
ioundation of a renewal of hoftilities.

The laft article contains a ceffion, by the
Marattas, to the Englith Company, of the
land of Salftte, near Bomébay (the poffeflion
of which is the main fpring upon which
the welfare of the Englith Company, on this
coaft, turns, both becaufe the ifland is only
feparated from Bombay by a narrow river,
and becaufe, being very fertile, it is con-
fidered as the granary of that ¢ltablifh-
ment), with a claufe, that if the Englith
Company did not prefer this place, they
thould have the option of a diftri& in the
Barocke country, yielding an annual revenye
of three lacks of rupees. The choice was
not a matter of hefitation, or difficulty, to
the Englith; they abided by the ceffion of
Salfeste.  But in this, fay the Marattas, the
Englifh, or rather the preﬁdeucy of Bengal, to
whom the ratification of the treaty, and the
option contained in it, were referred, adted
deceitfully; for they allege, that both parties

had
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bad agreed, by a fecret article, that this op-
tional ceffion fhould be made on the part of
the Marattas merely to fave appearances,
and for the honour of the Englifh Company,
that they might have the name of making
choice of one of the two, whilft, in the
mean time, the Englith had folemnly pro-
mifed that they would take the beforemen-
tioned diftri&t in the Baroche country, and
reftore Salfette to the Marattas. On this
account, the Marattas would not fuffer the
Englith envov to leave Posmab, and fent
word to Bombay, that they infifted upon hav-
ing Salfette reftored to them, or elfe upon
the war being renewed.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XVI.

Jeurney by Land from SvaLLy to SURAT.—Tower
of SuaLLy.—Hackeries —Sandbills.—Inlet of the
Sea, called the Bofon of SuaLLy.—Tbe Village—
Hofpiteble Conduii of the Perfee Chief—Departure
frem Surat.— Arrival at Cocutm.—Departure
again—Doubling of Cape Comorin.— Signs of
Land.—View of the Iflands of N assav— Account.
of that, and orber Jflards cn the weft Coaft of Su-
MATRA.—Arrival at BAT AviA —The Ouwerkerk
appointed to return to Eurcpe—Deah of the Gever-
nor General, Van RiEMspyx, and Eldicn of
Mr. ve KLERK in bis Stead—Refolutions taken by
the Government at bis Inflance.—Death of the King
of BANTAM, and Corenation of bis Sueceffor by a
Deputy from Batravia—Tour up the Counlry,
and to the Scat of the Governor General,

ON the 23d of March, I went, early
in the morning, on board of my thip, accom-
panied by the comptroller of equipment,
BoeLen: the next day, leaving he: again,
we landed in the Korry-bay, juft within the
river’s mouth, in order to go by land thence

to
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to Sually, - nd further to Surat; for that pur-
pofe, we had the day before given orders
that five hackeries fhould be ready to re-
ceive us.

Before we got into them, we firft went to
fee the tower of Swally, which ferves gs a
beacon to make the road of Surat, and points
out the anchoring-place.

It is erefted upon one of the little fand-
hills which lie about two miles from the
banks of the river. It wasbuilt many years
ago, as a tomb, over the grave of an Englith
captain, who lies buried here ; it appeared to
me to be between twenty-five and thirty feet
in height, {quare, and covered at top with a
cupola. As the entrance to it was thut, we
could not take a view of the infide; but I
was told, that there was a pleafant apart-
ment in the upper part of it, where the En-
glith fometimes met on parties of pleafure.

At half paft fix o'clock, we each got into
a hackery, though there is fufficient room in
one of thefe carriages for two perfons: the
other three were intended for our fervants
and baggage.

The weather was exceffive hot that day,
and we had nuthmg to thield us from the

fcorching
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fcorching rays of an eaftern fun, as thefe
carriages had no kind of cevering or awning ;
morcover, there was not the leaft breeze of
wind, to mitigate the fervency of the air.

We firft rode to the northeatt, through a
f.andf and uncultivated plain, in which
there was nothing to relieve the eye, but
here and there a dwarfifh, faded, and droop-
ing buth or fhrub. Having purfued this di-
rection and road for about two hours, we
then turned more to the northward and weft-
ward ; here we rode acrofs a valley, which
appeared to me to bear all the figns of having
formerly been the main bed of the river, or,
at leaft, to have been a branch of it.

We then came again to fome fandhills,
from the tops of which we had a pleafant
view of an arm or inlet of the fea, formerly
called the Bafon of Sually, and where it is
faid, our fhips ufed to lie at anchor in former
times *,

Upon thefe fandhills there was fil] one of
the tombs of our people in exiftence ; it ftood
upon four pillars, rifing about twenty feet from

* In VarexnTYx's time, the thips that frequented the port
of Swrat, lay at anchor in the Bafon of Sually, whenee moft
goods were carried up to the city upon oxen. 7

the
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the ground ; we could not difcover by whom,
or for whom, it was erected, as there was no
infcription upon it.  On an adjacent fandhill,
were the ruins of another, Under the firft,
was a vault, in which we faw a great num-
ber of bones, and fome pieces of wood.

About a quarter of an hour’s walk from
here lies the village of Swally, which we
reached at half paft twelve o’clock. It con~
fifts merely of forty or fifty houfes, or huts,
built under the fhade of a grove of trees.
All the inhabitants are Perfees.

The chief of the village, called Cattoual by
the Moors, and Peri/ by the Perfees, received
us at his houfe, with every mark of refpect
and hofpitality ; he brought the water to
wath us, and poured it upon our hands him-
felf ; he brought us as much milk as we could
drink, and faw us provided with whatever
elfe we ftood in need of.

This village, which, I reckon, lics three
or four Dutch miles north or ¥.x.x. from the
tower of Sually, is very populous for its fmall
fize ; and the great numbers of the children
we faw, afforded proofs of the prolificnefs of
the women, although it is frequently expofed
to the incurfions and ravages of the Coolies

and
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and the Marattas, by whom they have latterly
been twice plundered of their all, within the
fpace of one year; and to thefe depredators
they dare not offer 4ny thew of refiltance,
which would coft them their lives as well as
their property.

“We fiopped to reft ourfelves here till half
paft three o'clock in the afternoon, when we
again fet out on our journey to Surat.

We travelled, as before, through a barren,
fandy plain, without any trees or verdure :
the heat was nearly intolerable, and we were
deprived of the leaft air of wind: we were
entirely expofed to the ardency of the fun,
till five o'clock, when we came into a road,
which was a little fhaded, as far as the village
of Batta. When we came to the riverfide,
oppofitc to Attua, we found a veffel lying
ready to receive us, and to carry us up to the
city, where we arrived at half paft feven
o'clock in the evening.

As foon as the bales of piecegoods were
arrived from Baracke, in the beginning of
the month of April, all expedition was ufed
to haften my departure, as the bad monfoon
was at hand ; and I had, befides, to touch at
Cochim, to deliver there one lack of ropees,

which
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which I was to take with me from here. 1
fhipped likewife one hundred Moors for
Batavia.

I went on board, with my final difpatches,
on the 7th of April, and, on the next day,
we weighed anchor at four o’clock, p.m. and
got under fail ; we fhortly afterwards paffed
Cape S7. Fobn, and got out to fea.

On the 15th, we had fight of Cape Ramas,
a few leagues fouth of the Portuguefe city of
Goa ; further we did not meet with any thing
remarkable on the voyage, till on the 19th
of that month we caft anchor before the city
of Cochim.

I went on fhore the day after my arrival,
to pay my refpeéts to Governor MoEns, in
whofe houfe 1 took up my refidence, in con-
fequence of his friendly offer.

Having landed here the hundred thoufand
rupees, and taken in a frefh fupply of water,
1 urged my departure on account of the ad-
vanced ftate of the feafon. I received my
difpatch on the 24th of April, and I imme-
diately got under fail.

Since the 16th of this month, we had
had, almoft every evening, dreadful ftorms of
thunder, lightning and rain; as is not unu-

fual
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fual in thefe latitudes; the lightning was fo
fierce, that the ftky appeared in one blaze of
fire ; they, however, were fomewhat abated
when we pafled Cape Comorin, on the 27th
of April. This bad weather was a prognoftic
of the approaching bad monfoon.

We took our departure from that promon-
tory, being the laft land which we fhould
probably fee, till we approached the weft
coaft of Sumatra.

We firlt fteersd e.s.e. intending after-
wards to bear away . by s. or as much more
fouth, or eaft, as would be neceflary for us
to pafs the line in the longitude of 113°.

On the gth of May, being, by computa-
tion, in longitude 106°, we met with much
feaweed, pieces of bamboo, wood, branches
and leaves of trees, &c. which were figns
that we began to near the land; although it
afterwards appeared, that we were then {till
at a great diftance from the weft coaft of
Sumatra, which made me think, in the
fequel, that all thefe might have come from
the little ifland, which is laid down in the
map of the Indian ocean, in longitude 105°,
and which is called the Low Jfand. Upon
meeting, however, with thefe figns of land,

we
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we determined to pafs the line as fpeedily as
poffible, in order, agreeable to the Company’s
failing-orders, to make the ifland of Guod
Fortune *, as being bold and free from fhoals ;
but we were deceived, for inftead of {ooner
making Sumatra, it was not till the 2 5th of
June that we got fight of the ifland Naffau :
we had run down, with the northeaft winds,
mto 8°, fouth latitude, where we drove
about feveral days in calms; we then got the
foutheaft winds, with which we failed large
till in 3°, and when we defcried NafJau, we
were, by the fhip’s reckoning, beyond the
longitude of Batavia,

Our mifreckoning, upon difcovering the
fland of Naffau, we found to be 8° 29’, or
one hundred twenty-feven and a half leagues
of longitude; which great error we afcribed
folely to the force of the currents fetting
to the weftward, together with the frequent
calms and light airs of wind, which had ob-
ftraed our real progrefs.

I regretted much my not having tables of

* One of the largett of the iflands that lie parallel with the
welt coaft of Sumatra ; it iscalled Pulo Porah by the Malays, and
is fituated between the ifland Mintasn, or MANTAWAYE, and
te Poggee or Nafas iflands. T

the
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the diftances of the fun and moon, by which
1 thould foon have been enabled to difcover

this important error.

The ifland of Naffau, the largeft of the
range of iflands that lie before the weft coaft
of Sumatra, is middling high, although not
mountainous, and in clear weather can be
difcerned at the diftance of eight or nine
leagues *. The foutheaft point, called Fifb-

point,
* Puls Poggee, or the Najfau iflands, are two iflands which are
feparated from each other by a narrow channel ; the inhabitants
of them, and of the ifland Jiantawaye, are univerfally ratfomed
in the fhape of birds and beafts, and their fkin difcoloured.
Neither of the Maffau iflands is the largeit of the range: Pub
Neas has the greateft circumference ; it is, except Pulo Sabee,
the northernmoft, and is not far difiant from Narel, on the coaft
of Sumatra, where therc is an Englith fettlement, and whence,
a great trade is carried on to the ifland of Near: the articles re-
ezived thence are rice and {laves, of the laft not lefs than four
hundred and fifty annually, befides about an hundred and fifty
which go to the northern ports ; in catching thefe unfortunate
viftims of the avarice of the chiefs, it is computed that no
fewer than two hundred are killed, which together form a con-
fiderable number for fuch a country to fupply, The people of
Neas are {mall in their perfons, of a fair complexion, particu-
larly the women, who are mofily fent to Batavia ; but a great
proportion of both fexes are infefted with a fpecies of leprafy,
which covers their bodies with white fcurf, or fcales, that render
them loathfome to the fight; but this diftemper, though dif~
agreeable, does not appear immediately to affect the health,
faves, in that fituation, being daily bought and fold for field and
other
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point, runs out very low, and one or two
leagues to the fouth of it, lie two fmall, and
about four or five leagues farther, one fome-
what larger, ifland ; this laft has, by fome,
been taken for the ifland Mes de Reeven, or
Reef-ifland *, which is an error that might

have

other out-door work ; it is communicated from parents to their
offspring, but though hereditary, it is not contagious. Their ears
are made to extend in fo prepofterous a manner, with an aper-
ture large enough, in many inflances, to adinit the hand through,
as often to be near touching their thoulders, though the pur-
chafers of females fometimes get them trimmed to the natural
fize. Thefe iflanders are remarkable for their ingenuity in
bandicraft works; and, as an inftance of their fkill in the arts,
they praftice that of letting blood by cupping, in a manner
peculiar to themfelves, and fimilar to ours: their principal
food is pork, and the chiefs make a praftice of ornamenting
their houfes with the jaws of the hogs, as well as the fkulls of
the enemies, which they kill : they are revengeful in theirtem-
pers, and’ efteemed dangerous as domeftic {laves, a defeft in
their charadter which philofophers will nbt hefitate to excufe in
an independent people, torn by viclence from their country
and connexions. Earthquakes are frequent in Swwatra, and
extend to thefe iflands; in 1563 an entire village was fwal-
lowed up by an earthquake in that of Neas.” 7.

#* Puly Mego: this, with foine other of thefe iflands, are
uninhabited, except by rats and fquirrels, who feaft upon the
cocoanuts which are produced in them, without controul, un-
lefs difturbed by the crews of vellels from Sumatra, that go
thither occafionally to collet cargoes of cocoanuts for market.
All thefe fmall iflands are fkirted near the feabeach, with

cacoanut-



304 ]

have very dangerous confequences; the
miftake, however, may eafily be avoided
or

cocoanut-trees, growing fo thick together, that they almoft
chozk each other, whilft the interior parts are entirely free
from them ; this is occafion=d by the accidental floating of
the nuts to the fliore, where they are planted by the hand
of nature, fhoot forth, and bear fruit, which falling, as it
comes to maturity, fprings up in like manner, and caufes a
fucceffive reprodution. Mr. Marspex furmifes that this
chain of iflands may, probably, have once formed a part of
the main, and have been feparated from it, either by fome
violent effort of nature, or by the gradual attrition of the
fea. A circumftance prefents itfelf on the coaft of Sumatra,
which affords fome fironger colour of proof, than can be
ufually obtained in fuch inftances. In many places, and
particularly about Pally and Laye, detached pieces of land
are obferved ftanding fingly, as iflands, at the diftance of
one or two hundred yards from the fhore, which were head-
lands of points running out into the fea, within the remems
brance of the inhabitants. The tops continue covered with
trees, or fhirubs, but the fides are bare, abrupt, and perpen-
dicular. ‘The progrefs of infulation here is obvious and
incontrovertible ; and the larger iflands, at a greater diftance,
may have been formed, in the revolution of ages, by the
fame accidents. The probability is heightened by the direc-
tion of the iflands, the fimilarity of foil and preduétions, and
the regularity of foundings between them and the main,
whillt without them, the depth is unfathomable. We have
been particular in collecting information refpeding this chain
of iflands, as they are but very little known to Europeans,
and little is mentioned of them by any writers except Mars-
pEX, to.whom we are chiefly indebted for thefe particulars.
OF Expams, the fouthernmoft of them, we bave introduced a

curious
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or difcovered, for the latter lies in the fouth
latitude of 3° 55, and the former in 3°
30'; and when you are in fight of Reef-
ifland, you cannot fee any thing of the ifland
Naflau, as I experienced myfelf in February,
1769 ; whilft, when near the other, you can-
not fail to fee the ifland of Nafau. I have
diftinguifhed this fmall deceitful ifland, in
my fhip’s journal, by the appellation of Falfe
Reef-ifland.

We continued loitering within fight of
Najffau-ifland till the 2d of July, when we
loft fight of it, with a light gale of wind
from thé northweit.

On the fame day we faw a great deal
of filth floating in the water, which being
viewed in the microfcope, fhewed merely
like a colleétion of darkifth fpiral ilaments,
but we could not difcover any figns of life
in them.

On the morning of the 4th of July, at

surious account in chapter xi.j to this we may here add, that
it is fp little known, even to the very neareft inhabitants of
Sumatra, that the people of Lampoon believed its inhabitants
to be all females, who were impregnated by the wind, like
themares in VirciL’s georgics ; and they ftyled them, in the
Malay Language, awa Sayzan, or imps of the devil. 7.
daybreak,
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daybreak, we faw the land of Swmatrd’s
weft coaft, fouth of Bemcaslen, and found,
that in the few days fince we had loft fight
of the ifland Ngfau, we had again been
driven by the current eighteen leagues to
the weftward.

On the gth, we at length entered the
ftraits of Swunda; we anchored the follow-
ing noon in the bay of Anjer; and on the
16th of July in the road of Batavia.

On my arrival here, I learnt that the
thip Onwerkerk was appointed, by the go-
vernment, to fail as a return-thip to Evrope,
in the firft divifion of the homeward fleet 3
and CaptainJounN ABEL, of the thip Pryberd,
(the Liberty) was afterwards appointed com~
modore of the fleet.

The moft remarkable occurrence that
took place, during my laft rcfidence at Ba-
tavia, was the death of the governor ge-
neral, Vax Riemspyk, on the 3d of O&o-
ber.

On the following morning, at fix o’clock,
all the bells in the city were tolled for half
an hour, as likewife at one o'clock in the
afternoon, and five o’'clock in the evening.
This was repeated on the day of interment,

and
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and the flags on the fhips in the road were
hoifted half-ftaff high.

At half paft eight o'clock in the morn-
ing, all the members of the fupreme go-
vernment of India, who were prefent at
Batavia, affembled together, and unani-
moufly ele@ed to the vacant office of go-
vernor general of the polleffions of the
United Provinces in India, the director
general, Reinier DE Krzrk *, and Mr.
Wirriam ArNoLp ALTING, of Groningen,
to fucceed him as direétor general. This
nomination being effected, the keys of the
caftle, and of the city-gates, were prefented
to the new governor, who again put them
into the hands of the chief of the military.
In the fame feffion of the affembly, it was

* Some particulars will be given in the appendix of
the life of Governor D Kiezx, abftrafted from Axy
Huvsers' Biographical Account of this extraordinary cha-
rafter. He was a man, who, from the loweft ftation, that
of a common failor, arofe by the progreflive operation of
merit, to the h gheft dignity in point of grandeur, and ex-
tent of power, in the Indies, and, perhaps, in the world.
Like fome of our own eaftern great men, he performed the
moft eminent fervices for his employers, though fometimes at
the expence of juftice and humanity. T,

refolved,
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refolved, at the inftance of the new gover-
nor :

L. That the Javanefe princes and regents,
who, according to ancient cuftom, were
obliged to come to Batavia to do homage to
the newly-elefted governor general, fhould
thenceforward be excufed from doing fo, as
their coming to Batavia generally coft the
Company an expence of a ton of gold *,

IL. That, thenceforward, when the gover-
nor general was abfent, the counfellor of In-
dia, who had the guard of the city, thould
give the parole.

IIL. That no counfellor of India, on meet-
ing the governor general in his carriage,
thould, thenceforward, be obliged to ftand
ftill, till he had paifed.

IV. That when the governor general en-

* f-100,000, or about 9,00/, fterling. The chief of Sa-
marang, however, was appointed to receive the homage of the
Javaneie regents, on the northeaft coaft. A political reafon,
bikewife, concurred to occafion this refolution - Batawig was,
at that time, but thinly inhabited, or garrifoned ; and as the
native princes ufually brought with them, en fuch occafions,
a large numt::r of followers, whilft the Javanefe were always
looked upon by the Dutch gs a treacherous people, apprehen.
fions were entertained for the fafety of the city, 7

tered
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tered a church, during the performance of
divine fervice, no perfon, either man or
woman, fhould ftand up, as had heretofore
been required of them.

Thefe refolutions being taken, the af-
fembly broke up, and the newly-eleted
governor general was conduéted to his
country-feat, by all the members of the
government in abody, where the ceremony
of congratulation was performed; after which
the new director general ‘was equally ac-
companied to his houfe, by all the other
members of the government.

A mourning for fix weeks, for the de-
ceafed governor general, was dire¢ted, by an
order of council, to be worn by all the quali-
fied fervants of the Company.

The body of the late governor, was con-
veyed, in the evening of that day, from his
country-feat to the caiftle, and laid in ftate
in one of the apartments of the government-
houfe, which was hung with mourning on
the occafion ; a guard of halberdiers were
placed over it, till the day of interment,
when it was committed to the arth, in the
Dutch church, and the obfequies were per-

formed with great pomp.
On
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On the 1ft of Auguft, the envoys from
Bantam left Batavia, who had come in or-
der to impart to the fupreme government
the death of their king; and to requeft that
they would fend a commiffary to Bantam,
with full powers to crown as king, in the
room of his father, the prince who had been
already chofen as fucceffor to the empire, in
the year 1768. To this commiffion was
appointed the ordinary counfellor of India,
Mr. HEnry BRETON, who failed on the z2d
of that month, with a fecond Bantam em-
bafly, amongft whom was the pangorang
warin, or prince prime minifter, who had
been difpatched for the purpofe of accom-
panying the Dutch commiffary. Mr. Bre-
ToN went by the thip Concordia, and was
accompanied by a confiderable fuite of fome
of the higher qualified fervants of the Com-
pany, who embarked partly on board of the
thip Hookwerf, that was equally gaing to
Bantam. The coronation having taken place
with great fplendour, the cummlffary and his
fuite, accompanied by a freth embafly from
Bantam, returned to Batavia, on the 14th of
September.

Not having any particular occupation at

Batavia,
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Batavia, I went a tour for a few days up
the country, and afterwards I went upon a
vifit to the country-feat of the governor
general, De KLErk, which is fituated upon
a little river, full two Dutch miles above
the city. Around it, the agreeable thade of
a number of ever-verdant trees fufficiently
mitigate the rays of the fun, to give much
pleafure in viewing the furrounding rice-
plantations. The lands which belong te
this feat, and which extend two Dutch
miles farther upwards, are let by the pro-
prietor, for the tenth part of their produce.
Having taken a view of this diftrict, and
higher up, as far as Pondong t-Yabe, 1 re-
turned to Befavia, in order to make pre=-
parations for my voyage to Holland : but be-
fore T proceed to relate the occurrences of
my homeward paflage, I will give a detail
of further obfervations refpeting the ifland
of ¥ava, and the city of Bafavia.

BOOK
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BOOK 1V.

CHAPTER 1.

Situation of YAV A.—Faceof the Country —The North
Coaft.—The South Coaft lefs known.—Weather—
Rivers.—S8oil —Agrienlture.—Produliions.— Rice
—Two Sorts, upland Rice, and lowland Rice.—
Pepper— Quantities furnifbed to the Company.—
Sugar—Chiefly encouraged and manufafiured in
Jaccatra.—Number of Sugarmills.—Their effi-
mated annual Income.—Sugarworks, and Metbod of
making Sugar.— Different Qualities of it.—Coffee.
— Quantities and Prices of it.~Cotton.—Quaniities
and Prices of Cotton-yarn.—Salt—rAn Article of
Trade to SumaTrA.—Timber.—Large Forefis.

—Indigo—Quantities and Prices—Other Arti-
eles.— Minerals,

IN my former voyage to Batavia, Bantam,
and Bengal, 1 have made fome mention of
the ifland of Fazva, and devoted an entire
book to details and obfervations, refpeting
this exccllent country, which may, with

juftice,
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juftice, be confidered as the moft precious
jewel in the diadem of our Company. But
as my pian did then not allow me to be very
ample on this fubje&, I fhall here enlarge,
on fuch matrers as I before flightly touched
on, or communicate others to my readers
which I then purpofely omitted.

The ifland of ¥ava, conflituting, together
with Sumatra, Borneo, and Celebes, thofe four
large iflands, which were formerly known
by the appellation of the Suzda iflands,
is the fouthernmoft of them. According
to the moft recent and beft obfervations,
it is fituated between §° 50’ and 8° 46
of fouth latitude, and extends from 120° §'
to 129° 5o’ longitude eaft of Teneryfe,
thus full one hundred and eighty Dutch
miles in IEDgt-h; and at the broadeft part,
from the point of Coedses, near fapara, to the
fouth coaft of the province of Mataram, it 1is
about fix and thirty Dutch miles over. Its
Jongeft diameter lies in the direétion of w.
by N.o'N. and E. by s&s. To the eaft,
it has the ifland of Bali, from which it is
feparated by a ftrait of the fame name: to
the north, it has the large ifland of Borneo,
and thofe of Billeton and Banca, at the dif-

tance
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tance of forty or forty-five leagues: to the
northweft is Sumatra, from which it is di-
vided by the ftraits of Sunda; thefe are no
more than feven leagues over at the nar-
rowelt part, namely, from the Farkens, or
Hog-point, to the oppofite land of Bantam,
and they are here ftill more contracted by
the ifland Dwars-in-den-weg, or Thwart-the-
way, which lies in the middle of the paflage:
to the weft and fouth, its fhores are wathed
by the waves of the fouthern ocean.

A chain of high mountains, commencing
to the eaft, in the province of Balembouang,
and running through it to the weftward,
though gradually decreafing in height, di-
vides this ifland, longitudinally, into two
parts, of which the northern portion is the
largeft and the beft. The north coaft has
almoft every where a low and woody fore-
land, although it has hills in fome places,
for inftance, a little to the weft of Bantam,
where the high land ftretches down to the
fea coaft.

The ifland bhas feveral deep inlets, or
bays, on this north fide, as thofe of Bantam,
Batavia, Cheribon, Samarang, Yoama, and
Sourabaya, where there is every where

good
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good anchorage, in little depths.  Indeed,
the whole coaft affords both good anchoring-
ground, and a fafe road for the veffels that
pafs and repafs, during the good or foutheaft
monfoon ; but in the bad monfoon, when
the northweft wind blows in hard gales,
and raifes a high fea, it is dangerous to an-
chor near the coaft, which is then almoft
every where a leethore,

The fouth coafts of Fava are much lefs
known than the northfide, for the Company
have not hitherto taken much trouble to
have them examined, fo that the greateft
part of what is known concerning them, is
gathered from the fcattered information of
the navigators who have accidentally failed
along them, as I did from the j5th to the
15th of O&ober, 1774, of which I have

before given a detail*,
In

# In Vairewryn's map of Fawa, which contains five
fheets and a half of large paper, the fouth coufts of Fava are
jaid down, feemingly, with great accuracy; the appearance of
the land is every where defcribed, and the track of fome navi-
gator who coafted along it at a very fhort diftance, from
Prince's-ifland to Balambesuang, with his foundings, anchorages,
nature of the bottom, &c. is marked down in it; but it docs
not appear when, or by whom, this voyage was performed,
though, from its dirction, it appears probable that it was under-

taken
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In the good monfoon, the fky is here
almoft always clear, although fometimes in
the evening a thunder-cloud comes down
over the mountains: but this does not fre-
quently happen, except near the time of the
breaking up of the monfoon, when many
and violent thunderftorms rapidly fucceed
cach other.

In the bad monfoon, the then prevailing
weft winds bring with them heavy rains and
violent thunderftorms; yet this makes but
little alteration in the degrees of heat or
cold; in the warmeft part of the day, the
thermometer generally ftands at between
82° and 88°, and is feldom higher.

This degree of heat, if accompanied by a
motionlefs ftate of the air, would, by conti-
nuance, become intolerable, but all-bountiful
Nature has afforded her aid to the gafping
inhabitants of this torrid clime, by the alter-
nate land and fea breezes, which blow here
every day, in regular rotation ; and, if they
do not wholly moderate the exceflive heat,

taken by the command of the Company, for the expre(s pur~
pole of exploring the fouth fide of Fawa, Comparing M,
Sravomiwus's account of part of this coaft, in chap. 3. of
book I. with this map, they fo far perfeétly agree, 7,

yet
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yet they make it more fupportable, and not
very uncomfortable to thofe who have not
to make any confiderable ftay here.

The weight of the air is nearly the fame
throughout the year; the barometer feldom
varies more than two or three lines; but the
air did not feem to me to pofles fo much
elafticity as in the northern regions. Ex-
periments in eleétricity, likewife, do not fuc-
ceed here fo well as in Europe.

Java is watered by a great number of
rivers, which all defcend from the chain of
mountains that divides the ifland into two
parts ; but none of them are fufficiently na-
vigable for fhips, or large veffels, both on
accovnt of their infignificance, and of the
bars which lie before their mouths, and
upon moft of which there is little more than
one foot depth at low water. The moft
confiderable, that I have feen, is that of
Joana, together with the Sedani or Tan-
gerang.

The foil is almoft every where a reddifh
granulated clay, which, during the dry fea-
fon, can be little tilled, by reafon of its hard-
nefs, w.thout a great deal of moiftening.

The labour that is beftowed upon it, is

very
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wery trifling, in comparifon with the bourn-
tiful fertility of the land in the prodution of
various articles of neceffity, luxury, and
commercial importance.

Ploughing 1s performed here, as in moft
parts of India, with buffaloes, which are
abundant. The plough confifts of a beam,
or pole, eight feet in length, to which,
about three feet from the fore-end, is fixed
a piece of wood, fomewhat crooked, and
tharp-pointed; this breaks the foil, which is
afterwards turned over by a triangular iron
coulter of upwards of nine inches in breadth.
One or two buffaloes yoked to it, and a Chi-
nefe, or Javanefe, who guides the plough,
leifurely perform the work of tillage.

No manure is ufed for the land here, at
leaft in as far as regards the fields employed
in more extended purpofes of agriculture;
garden-grounds, however, are moiftened with
water in which oil-cakes have been foaked:
which emits a moft horrid excrementitious
odour, but renders the foil rich and fat.
The only trouble that is taken with the
land of the farmer, confifts in buming upon it
all the weeds and rubbith which it produces ;
and when one piece of ground ceafes to yield

fufficient
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fufficient crops, another is reforted to, and
the firft is fuffered to lie fallow for feveral
years, after which it becomes again fertile
of itfelf.

The articles produced in the ifland of
Java, are far greater in value than thofe of
all the neighbouring countries : they chiefly
confift of the following :

In the firft place, rice: in the abundance,
excellence, and flavour of which article of
food, it excels all other countries; and it not
only produces fufficient for the {upport of its
own inhabitants, but alfo provides the eaftern
provinces and Ceyln with this grain. In
my former voyage, I have given an account
of this produétion, and it is therefore un-
neceffary that I fhould fay much of it here.
I will only add, that there are two fpecies of
it; one, which when planted, is fet nearly
under water, fo that the tops juft appear
above the furface, as the rice-plants would
otherwife die, or be deftroyed ; for being too
weak to ftand againit the wind by itfelf, the
plant ftands in need of the furrounding
water to fupport it. The other fort, which
is planted in the rainy feafon, on high

ground, and upon the mountains, receives
the
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the moifture it requires, folely from the
rains ; butit is not fo good as the former fort.
The lowland rice is called /zwa, and is plant-
ed in May; while the upland rice, which
is denominated ##par, is planted in Novem-
ber, and reaped in March; and thefe two
crops bear fome analogy to the winter and
fummer grain with us: the upland rice too
does not yield fo great an encreafe as the
other *.

* Thefe two forts of rice are always kept feparate, and will
not grow reciprocally. Mr. Marspes terms the upland rice
laddang, and the lowland. jawseer. The former of thefe, he
fays, bears the higher price, being a whiter, heartier, and bet-
ter flavoured grain, and having the advantage in point of keep-
ing. 'The latter is much more prolific from the feed, and fub-
jeit to lels rifk in the culture, but is of a war.a]r fubftance,
produces lefs encreafe in béiling, and is fubjeft to a fwifter de-
cay. It is, however, in more common ufe than the former.
Befides this general diftinfion, the rice of each fort, particu-
Jarly the upland, prefents a variety of fpl;m:s In. general, it
may be obferved that the larger grained rice is the leaft efteemed,
and the fmaller and whiter the moft prized. The upland fort
is allb u]led}dn’:z geeromp, or monntain-rice, It was one of
the objefls of our government in fending Captain Briow to
the South Sea, to procure feeds of this mountain-rice ; and not-
withftanding the difafters befallen him, he obtained fomc from
Fimar, which were forwarded to his Majefty's botanic garden at
St. Vincest, and to other parts of the Weft Indies, where we
believe it is now cultivated with fuccefs, 7°

In



[ 32 1]

In the fecond place, the pepper from Fave
is aw article which, next to the finer ipices,
yields, perhaps, the greateft proportional ad-
vantage to the Company; for though there
are more parts where it is produced, and
whence it is brought into the Company’s
warehoufes, namely, the coaft of Malabar,
the weft coaft of Swmatra, Palembang, and
Borneo, yet the greateft quantity of what the
Company receive, is produced in the country
of Bantam, and its dependent provinces on
the oppofite coaft of Sumatra, as appears from
the following lift of what pepper was received
at Batavia and Onruff, in 1776-1777, Viz.

.
from Bantam and Lampeny, - black pepper 3,714,000
white ditto 15,000
from Bermeo, = = = = = black ditto 5L11%,37%
white ditto 16,250
from Palembang, - - - -  black ditto 497,507
from Sumatra’s weft coaft, -  dittoditto 1,119,436 %
from the province of Faccatra,  ditto ditto 1,909

The quantity of pepper fent in that year from
the coaft of Malabar to Ceylon, has not been

# The quantity of pepper produted in all the diftriéts of
Sumatra, under the controul of the Englith Eaft-India Com-
pany, amounts, communibus amnis, to twelve hundred tons, of
which the greater part comes to Europe, and the remainder
is fent to China. T.

exactly
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exaltly afcertained, but I think that it was
about 1,500,000 pounds wcight.

Sugar is a third article, and by far the
chief produce of the province of ¥accatra s
and although Cheribon, and the northeaft coaft
of Fava, annually produce.confiderable quan-
tities of it, they cannot rival Jaccatra in this
refpect; and no wonder, for the culture of
it was carly cherifhed by the higher powers
in Jaccatra. The cultivators of the fugar-
cane enjoy many exemptions in point of pe-
cuniary impofts, and they have been encou-
raged by every means, not only by the govern-
ment of Batavia, for to this there might have
been particular motives, but likewife upon
pofitive orders from the chamber of feven-
teen in Holland, under date the 20th of
June, 1710,

On the other hand, the cultivation and
manufacture of fugar has never been profe-
cuted with vigour, or fuitably encouraged,
on the northeaft coaff. The various plans of
improvement, in this refpe, which have
been fuggefted, have never been made any
ufe of ; and the laft, which was prefented to
the governor general, VAN pEr Parga, in
the year 1774, by the refident of ¥apara,

Mr.
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Mr. van pEr BEkE, and which contained
many very good things, was never taken any
notice of. Nay, fo far from any encourage-
ment being held out, the importation of fugar
at Batavia, from the northeaft coaft of Fava,
has been as good as interditted to private
merchants, by a heavy duty of one rupee per
picol, which was folely laid upon it, in order
to favour the fugarmills in the province
of ‘faccatra and the Preanger lands; and
thus, the difcountenancing of the manufac-
ture of fugar in the other parts of Jfava, is,
probably, the caufe why the common Java
fugar has never attained to be equal in quality
to that of Faccatra, the latter being much
more fubftantial and better granulated.

In the year 1710, there were one hundred
and thirty-one fugarmills in Yaccatra ; their
number, however, decreafed confiderably,
before, during, and after, the war of fava,
fo that at the end of December, 1750, there
were no more than feventy-feven left, of
which only fixty-fix were in a condition to
work ; thefe, with feven in the kingdom of
Bantam, eighc in that of Cheribon, and thir-
teen in the province of Fava's northeaft coaf?,
made the number of fugarmills exifting, at

that
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that time, in the whole ifland of Fave, one
hundred and five. But, at prefent, 1777,
there are {till confiderably fewer.

Mr. MosseL has made a calculation what
profit thefe feventy-feven fugarmills, in the
province of faccatra, might annually yield
to their proprietors, or leffees : he reckoned
that a yearly quantity of ten millions pounds
weight of fugar might be produced by them,
which he took at four rixdollars per picol,
B - - - - rixd. 320,000
and an equal quantity of molaffes,
from which afterwards, either an
inferior fugar is made, or arrack

diftilled, at one rixdollar per picol, 80,000

T —

together, rixdollars, 400,000%
The whole may be more amply feen by re-
ferring to his Obfervations on the Sugarworks
in the neighbourhood of Batavia, &e. dated the
31t of December, 1750.

The fugarcane, which, in general, grows
here very luxuriantly, is planted from Sep-
tember to Aptil, and ftands twelve or fifteen
months in the field, according as the land

* Upwards of £.87,000 fierling, or nearly [.1,200 for each
fugarmill, T.
be
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be rich or poor, before it is cut. If the foil
be good, and adapted to its cultivation, it can
be cut four times ; on fome grounds lefs often,
and on others only once.

The fugarworks here, are not near {o well
or fo folidly conftru&ed, as thofe which I
have feen in the Weft-Indies. The cane is
here bruifed between two rollers, and is
therefore twice put. through hefore all the
juice is exprefled ; the fugarmills in the
Weft-Indies have three rollers, fo that the
fame quantity of cane can be fqueezed in
half the time that is taken for it here : the
latter mode, however, requires 2 propor-
tional greater degree of ftrength ; one or two
buffaloes are here fufficient, but four horfes
are, at leaft, required there for turning the
mills.

The juice is twice boiled, and afterwards
put into pots, upon which a layer of clay,
diluted with water,and kneaded into a pafte,
1s laid, and it continues in this ftate for
about twenty days, during which time the
clay 1s once or twice renewed ; and by this
operation the fugar acquires a tolerable degree
of whitenefs; it is then fet in the drying-
place, which is a fhed, covered with atap,

where
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where it remains until it is perfeétly dry, and
the molaffes have entirely trickled out of it,
through an opening at the bottom.

When a fugarmill is in good condition,
and has no want of workpeople, or of buffa-
loes, about fifteen thoufand canes can be
bruifed every four-and-twenty hours; thefe
yield from nine to eleven pots, containing
each fifty pounds weight of fugar of the firft
and fecond qualities, twelve pounds of the
third quality, and from fixteen to twenty
pounds of molaffes *,

Mr. MosseL calculated that all the canes
which the fixty-feven fugarmills annually
confumed, covered four thoufand fix hun-

* Many attempts have been made by the Englith, at Ben-
eoolen, to bring to perfeftion the manufafture of fugar and
arrack, from the canes abounding on the coaft of Sumatra:
but the expences, particularly of the flaves, were always
found to exceed the advantages. When one time, however,
the plantations and works were committed to the management
of Mr. Hewnry Botiax, it manifeftly appeared that the end
was to be obtained, by employing the Chinefe in the works of
the ficld, and allowing them a proportion of the produce, for
their labour. The manufafture had arrived at 3 confiderable
extent, when the brea®ing out of the laft war gave a check to
its progrefs: but the path is pointed out, and is worth purfu-
ing with vigour. The fums of money thrown into Batavia,
for arrack and fugar, have been immenfe. 7

dred
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dred morgen (9,200 acres) of land, to which
adding “the fame quantity of four thoufand
fix hundred morgen, for, pafture-ground for
the buffaloes, and ten thoufand morgen for
wood for fuel, the whole extent of ground
wanted for the profecution of that manufac-
ture, with that number of mills, would not
amount to twenty thoufand morgen (40,000
acres), which is but a {mall part of the pro-
vince of Faccatra, north of the mountains.
The firft quality of the {ugar differs only
from the fecond and third by its greater
whitenefs. The firft fort is that which 1s
alone fent to Europe ; the fecond goes chiefly
to the weftern parts of India; and the third,
which is the browneft, to FYapan. There is
likewife another fort, which is very brown,
and much lefs dry ; it is called difpens-fugar,
becaufe it is moftly delivered by the difpenfiers,
or purveyors, from the provifion-warehoufes
of the Company, to be ufed on board of their
thips *,
Coffee

* Dr. Tavssenao ftates, that, on board of the fhip by which
he went from Batavia to Samarang, they were furnifhed with
very wretched, coarfe, brown fugar, inftead of white. When
be remonitrated, in behalf of the fick, with the captain on

the
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Coffee is likewife a produét yielding much
profit to Java, and great advantage to the
Company. The cultivation of it is performed
in the fame manner as in the Weft-India
flands. Yaccatra and Cheribon are the two
diftrits where it is moft vigouroufly profe-
cuted, though the article is equally grown
on the nortbeaft coaft of Yava. fava, where
it is not indigenous, is indebted for this pro-
duétion to Mr. ZwAARDEKROON, who was
governor general fromthe year 1718 to 1723,
and who procured the coffee-plant from Mo-
cha, and after paying a very high price for
what was firft produced (fifteen rixdollars per
picol), he continued to encourage the culti-
vation of it by all the means in his power-
His endeavours were fo well feconded by his
fucceffors, that in'the year 1753, 1,200,000
pounds weight of coffee were furnifhed from
Cheribon, at the rate of 2,45 ftivers perpound;
and full as much from Yaccatra, and the

the fubjed, his reply was, that it was not unufual for the
thips to be fupplied with brown and coarfe fugar, inftead of
white fugar; and that the difference between the prices of thefe
two forts went into a common purfe, for the benefit of the
fuperintendants of the warchoufes, where they were packed
wp. 7.

Preanger
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Preanger lands, at 2;¢ {tivers per pound:
and, in the fequel, the quantity produced
grew fo large, that, in the year 1768, the
quantity of 4,465,500 pounds weight of
coffee, was delivered to the Company from
Jaccatra and the Preanger lands %, at the
reduced rate, according to the beft of my
recollection, of four rixdollars per picol of
one hundred and twenty-five pounds 4, al-
though the native cultivator muft deliver one
hundred and fixty pounds for a picol, which
excedent in the weight is an emolument
partly accruing to the commiffary of inland
affairs, and partly to the adminiftrators in
the warehoufes.

But the reafon why ‘faccatra appears to
furnith folarge a proportion of coffee, is, that
a confiderable quantity of this produce that
is grown in the parts of the province of Che-
ribon, which are neareft to ¥accatra, come
down through the laftmentioned country to
Batavia; the income of the commiffary for
inland affairs is hereby greatly enhanced, and
it is pretended, that it is more convenient to

® Feurnals of the Council of Indiz, 30th December, 1768. §,
+ Equal to about 14+ 54, fterling per cwt, See note to
pagezssofvol.g, T,

the
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the natives: it was the governor general
Vax pEr PaArRra who fettled it in this
manner,

Cotton is likewife a produétion of Fava.
The thrub * that produces it, is cultivated in
almoft every part of theifland by the natives;
the kingdom of Bantam, however, excepted,
where little of it is found ; fo that the yarn
which is fpun of it, in the province of Cheri-
bon, and other parts, yields a confiderable de-
gree of gain, on being clandeftinely imported
into Bantam.

The Company, to whom the greateft part
of it is delivered, pay for it, according to its
qualities, forty-five, thirty-five, twenty-four,
and lefs, rixdollars per picol, of one hundred
and twenty-five pounds +.

Faceatra and the Preanger lands furnith-
ed, in the year 1753, the quantity of about
two hundred picols, or twenty-five thoufand
pounds of cotton-yarn ; and in 1768, no more
than 133 picols, or 16,225 pounds. The
largeft part of the cotton~-yarn produced is
fent to Holland ; the reft is employed by the

* Goffypium berbaceum.
+ Equal to the refpeltive rates of 171d. 1314, and gl d.
fierling, per pound. T,

natives,
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natives, in weaving of cloths for their own
confumption.

Attempts have likewife been made to in-
troduce the manufacture of cotton cloths, as
an article of trade for the Company, and to
fuperfede part of their large importations of
the article from Hindoflan, but, as it appears,
with very little fuccefs hitherto.

Sixthly ; Fava yields to its poffeffors the
article of falt, though it is not one of very
extenfive commercial importance. Molft of
it is brought from Rembang, where the Com-
pany purchafe it at the rate of fix rixdollars
per five thoufand pounds, and they export it
to the weft coaft of Sumatra, where it is dif-
pofed of, generally, at the rate of between
thirty and thirty-five rixdollars for three
thoufand pounds weight *.

In the feventh place, the northeaft coaft

of

* The purchafe-price here ftated, is equal to about 1ds, 104,
fterling per ton Englifh, and the felling-price from gis. 84.
o 1oys. per ton. The natives of the fea-coaft of Sumarra ex-
change their benjamin and camphor for iron, fteel, brafliwire,
and falt; of which laft about one hundred thoufand bamboos
{gallons) are annually taken off in the bay of Tappancoly alone.
Thef: they barter again, with the more inland inhabitants, for
the produts and manufadtures of the couatry, particularly
their cotion cloths ; of which article very little is imported,
and
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of fava, and part of the diftrict of Cheribon,
furnith a very large quantity of timber, logs,
beams, boards, knees, &c. which is not only

and the fale of pigce-goods in the bay is very inconfiderable.
Having no coin, all value is eftimated among them by certain
commodities. In trade, they calculate by rampangs (cakes)
of benjamin ; in tranfaftions amongft themfelves, more com-
monly by buffaloes: fometimes braffwire, and fometimes
beads, are ufed as a medium. A gallsw, or ring of braffwire,
reprefentsabout the value of a dollar.  But for fmall payments,
falt is the moft in ufe. A meafure called a jalsp, weighing
about two pounds, is equal to a_faxam, or twopence halfpenny :
a ballee, another fmaller meafure, goes for four kegpeng, oF
three-fifths of a penny. The demand for falt is mofily fup-
plied by cargoes imported, although in one of the earlieft let-
ters from Bencoclen, to the prefidency of Madrays, it is men=
tioned that falt could not be difpoftd of as an article of trade;
and they alfo manufacture it themfelves; but their method is
tedious. They kindle a fire clofe to the feabeach, and pour
upon it feawater, by degrees. When this has been continued
for a certain time, the water evaporating, and the falt being
precipitated among the afhes, they gather thefe in bafkets, or
in fonnels made of the bark orleaves of trees, and again pour
feawater on them, till the particles of falt are well feparated,
and pafs, with the water, into a vefie] placed below to receive
them. This water, now firongly impregnated, is boiled til}
the falt adheres, in a thick cruft, to the bottom and fides of the
veffel. In burning a fquare fathom of firewood, a (kilful per-
fon procures about five gallons of falt. What is thus made
has fo confiderable a mixturk of the falt of the wood, that it
{foon diffolves, and cannot be carried far into the country.
The coarfeft grain is preferred.  Manrsoes’s Sumarva, pages
sgjand 307, 7.

fufficient
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fufficient for the wants of Batavia, for thip-
building, the conftruction of houfes, and
dometftic ufes, but a very confiderable quan-
tity of it is annually exported to feveral of
the out-fattories, and, in particular, to the
Cape of Good Hope.

The large forefts which are met with in
the above diftriéts, belong to the Company ;
the natives are obliged to fell and prepare
the timber, as a kind of feudal fervice, fo
that no other emolument is made by them,
on this fcore, than the hire of the draft=-
oxen by which it is conveyed to the fea-
fhore ; and this, together with the freight
by fea, form the whole of the purchafe-
money and charges of the timber.

Thofe forefts, however, begin at prefent
to be confiderably diminifthed ; but it is in
agitation to provide againft the probable fu-
ture want of timber, by new plantations.

Next, and as an eighth article, is reckon-
ed that of indigo, which, although not an
original production of ¥ava, has been cul-
tivated with tolerable fuccefs, fince the
Company have been eftablithed here ; in fo
far, that, whereas formerly that article was

obliged
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obliged to be fent for from the empire of
the great mogul, and {pecial frmans were
obtained with fome difficulty for that pur-
pofe, as appears by the fecond article of the
fecond firman, {till preferved at Surat, which
I have before detailed, that trade has now
been abandoned in Hindoflan, and inftead of
being purchafers, the Company have been
able to be fellers of a confiderable quantity
of the article.

The Company pay for the firft quality
thirty ftivers per pound, and in proportion
for the fecond and third qualities. The in-
dico is forted upon its delivery at Batavia,
by a perfon fpecially appointed for that pur-
pofe. In the year 1768, Faccatra furnifhed
2,875 pounds of indigo, though the inhabi-
tants had been alleffed at the quantity of
6,125 pounds.

Turmeric *, long pepper , and cubebs §,
are equally productions of feva; but the
colle@tion and exportation of thefe articles
is not of great importance. The two laft
are moft in demand for Suraz.

# Curcuma. 1 Piper lomgum, 3 Piper cabela.
With
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With minerals and metals Fsva is the
leaft of all provided ; as far as I know, none
are met with, but a little iron ore and ftar-
ftones *,which is called, in the Malay tongue,
or by the natives, maafouron.

® Aderias.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER II

Divifion of JAvA.—Iis general Population.—BAx-
TAM.—Boundaries, — Government.— Population.
—D:pendencies—The Country of LampooN.—
Eftablifbment of the Company at BANTAM.—
Expences.—Iflands in the Straits of Sunpa, &c.
—Peculiar Unbealthing/s of BANTAM.—]JAcCCA-
TRA, and its Preancer Lands.— Boundaries.
— Population—Adminifiration. — Rivers. — The
Muckervaart.—Canals and Drains cut by the
Dutech.—Produftions. — CRER1BON. — Bounda-
ries.—Population.—Produstions. — Effablifbment.
—Expences and Profits—The Empire of the
SoesoEHOEN AM.—Former Extent and Grandeur.
—Prefent reduced Situation—The Dominions of the
Sultan.—Ifland of MADURA.—Titles of the reign-
ing Soefsebocnam, and of the Sultan.— Political Re-
lations of the Company with thefe Princes.

b;ﬁ HEN the Company firft eftablifhed
themfelves here, Fave was divided into
three large empires, namely, Bantam, Fac-
catra, and the empire of the Soefoeboenam,
which laft was the moft extenfive, and
comprehended full two-thirds of the whole

ifland,
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ifland, Cheribon being feudatory to it.—
Times have now fo far altered, that the
ifland is at prefent divided into five ftates,
or empires, which altogether contain one
hundred and twenty-three provinces, or go-
vernments, amongft which the kingdom of
Bantam is confidered but as one.

Each province, or government; confifts of
a certain number of #atjars, or families, the
number of which, throughout the whole of
Fava, including Bantam, amounted, in the
year 1777, to 152,014.

Thefe are calculated, upon an average,
throughout ¥ava, to confift of two men,
two women, and two children, forming,
therefore, a population of . fouls g12,084*
but if to this we add the inhabi-

tants of the principality of Ma-

dura, which, though a feparate

ifland, is always taken together

with Favae, and which contains

ten thoufand families, or . fouls 60,000
the whole population of Yave

and Madura, will amount to . 972,084

# Huvsers gives the population of Javs, exclufive of
Madura, as follows, viz.
in
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affuredly a very flender number of inhabi-
tants for fuch an extenfive ifland. It was,
however, formerly much more populous ;
but the long and bloody wars with which
this country has been affli¢ted, for nearly a
century and a half, before the Company
fucceeded in eftablithing themfelves in that
firm manner i which their power here is
at prefent rooted, is fufficient to make us
ceafe from being furprized, at the paucity
of the number *of the inhabitants of this
extremely fertile ifland. The laft war
waged againit the empire of the foefoeboe-
nam, feems, in particular, to have produced
a great degree of depopulation. According
to the ftatement of the population, made in
the year 1738, the number of families in

in the kingdom of Basmtam 5,000 tatjars, or families

in Faccatra . . . « 33,914 ditto
in Cherifer . . . . 15000 ditto
in the Mararam, or empire

of Fava proper 94200 ditto

in all 148,114 families, reckoned at fix individuals each,
makes the whole number of inhabitants 888,684 ; but he
adds in a note, that, according to more recent accounts, the
population of Fava is calculated at one million and a half,
or two millions of people. Thefe ftatements, however, do
not include the inhabitants of Batevia. T,

the
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the territories of the _faefoeboenam alone,
amounted to 309,700, or . fouls 1,858,200
and at prefent (1777), the fame

lands, which were then under

the dominion of the foe/oeboenam,

part of which are now, however,

taken from him, contain no

more than 118,1co families, or 708,600

1,149,600
making a difference of more than the half,
which would appear to me too improbable

to be believed, had I not had the infpection of
the authentic documents relative thereto #.

The

* Varentyn's ftatement of the population of Jawa, in
his time, fhews a flill greater difpropertion ; his account, in
which he takes every tjatjary or family, at five perfons only,
gives—
in the kingdom of Ban-

tam, exclufive of the

city of Bamtam . families 5,000, orperlons 40,850
in Jaccatra, exclufiveof

EBatavia . . ditto 19,390, or ditto 6,950
in Cheribon and its de-

pendencies . . ditto 63,120, or ditto gog,f00
in the countries belong-

ing to the emperor of

Mataram, or the fics

Jocboemam . . . ditto 483,570, oF ditto 2,417,850
in
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The aftual five divifions of Fava, are:
Bantam, Faccatra, Cheribon, the empire of
the fogfoeboenam, and that of the fultan.

The kingdom of Bantam, which forms
the weftern divifion of feva, is about one
hundred Dutch miles in circumference, each
being of twelve hundred Rhineland roods.
The Indian ocean wathes it on the fouth;
to the northweft and north it has the ftraits
of Sunda, and the iflands fituated in them ;3
to the eaft, it is divided from the empire of
Faccatra, by a narrow {lip of land, called
Grending, lying a little to the weftward of
the Sedani, or river of Tangerang, and by a
chain of mountains, known by the name of
Goenong Tjeberum, which terminate to the
fouth in the bay of Wynkéop/bergen.

in the county of Balsm-

ozang, by a rough cal-

culation, full . . families 50,000, or perfons 300,000
and in the ifland of M- ’

deraabout . . ditte 30,000, or ditto 150,000

total 3,311;250

A decreafe in this ifland from upwards of three millions to
lefs than one million of people, in about fixty years, is an
amazing inftance.of the deftruftive agency of war. T,

Bantam
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Bantam became ftrictly connefted with
the Company, in the year 1680, by means
of the afliftance afforded by them againft
Sultan Acon, who had formerly abdicated
the throne, but who had refumed'the {ceptre
again ; his fon folicited and obtained the
aid of the Company, towards eftablifhing
him in the government. Yet the country
remained, in a manner, independent, and its
trade continued free ; but upon this, en-
croachments were praétifed from time to
time, and it was fought to draw the bands
of conneétion with Bantam more clofe, by
giving our affiftance, towards reducing the
revolted province of Succadana, in Borneo,
which formerly belonged to Bantam, and is
ftill an appendage of that kingdom *. At
laft, in 1751, Bgntam became wholly a fief
of the Company, occafioned by the fortu-
pate ifflue of the commotions there ; the
king was then privately taken hold of, and
continued a prifoner, while a prince of the

* Succadana, together with Laxdak, another province be-
longing to Bamtam in the ifland of Bormes, were ceded, in pro=
perty, to the Dutch Company, by the king of Bastam, in
the year 1778, and taken poffeffion of by them. See vol. i,
page 343. T.

blood
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blood royal, who had been kept in exile at
Ceylon, was exalted to the throne in his
ftead ; and a yearly tribute of one hundred
bhars of pepper, amounting to thirty-feven
thoufand five hundred pounds weight, is
now paid to the Company from Bantam.

The rule of fucceflion was, at the defire
of the king, regulated by the Company,
who choofe and appoint the heir apparent
to be hereditary prince, as was done in the
year 1767 : this hereditary prince fucceeded
to his deceafed father in the month of Sep-
tember, 1777, and was formally crowned as
king of Bantam, by Mr. BrReTow, the mi-
nifter plenipotentiary deputed by the Com-
pany for that purpofe, as I have related in
the laft chapter.

Although the fultan, or king, of Bantam,
is a vaffal of the Company, he is, neverthe-
lefs, a fovereign prince, lord and mafter of
life and death, and uncontrouled in his au-
thority over his own fubjeéls ; he lays taxes,
augments, or lightens, them, according to
his own good pleafure ; and has all other re-
galia, and marks of fovereignty, appertaining
to a free monarch, excepting that he is re-
firited from entering into any alliamces,

ar
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or engagements, either with any European
powers, or with the Indian princes; as like-
wife from felling any of the produétions of
his territories to any other than to the Com-
pany ; and this reftrition as to trade relates
not only to his kingdom of Bantam, but alfo
to the articles produced in his dependent pro-
vinces in Borneo and Sumaira; thofe in the
laftmentioned ifland are the two Lampons;
diftinguifhed into Lampon Samanca and Lam-
pon Toulang Bauwang *.

Bantam

# The country of Lampsen begins on the weft coaft, at the
river of Pﬂn’aﬂggméf:, which divides it from Pqﬁmmmﬁ‘, and
extends acrofs the fouth extremity of Swmatrs, as far as Pa-
lembang, on the northeaft fide. On the fouth and eaft fides, it
is wathed by the fea, having feveral ports in the firaits of Sauda,
particularly Keizers, or Emperors, and Lampoor bays : and the
great river Towlamp Bawwang runs through the heart of it,
rifing from a confiderable lake between the ranges of moun.
tains. The counjry of Lampeon is beft inhabited in the central
and mountainous parts, where the people live independent,
and, in fome meafure, fecure from the inroads of their eaftern
neighbours, the Javans. It is probably within but a few centuries,
that the fouthweft coaft of this country has been the habitation
of any confidezable number of people; and it has been flill lefs
vifited by firangers, owing to the unfheltered nature of the fea
thereabouts, the want of foundings, in general, which render
the navigation wild and dangerous for country-veflels, and to
‘the rivers being fmall and rapid, with fhallow bars, and almoft
continually a high furf. If you alk the Lampoon people of
thele
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Bantam has the fmalleft population of-all
the divifions of Fava; its whole extent com-
prehends no more than five thoufand tjatjars,
or families, and, confequently, only thirty
thoufand inhabitants.

The Company keep in Fort Speelwyck,
including the guard which is flationed at
Fort Diamond, an eftablithment amounting
in number, when complete, to three hun-
dred men ¥*.

The

thefe parts, where they originally came from, they anfwer,
from the hills, and point cut an inland place near the great
lake, whence, they fay, their forefathers emigrated ; and further
than this, it is impoffible to trace. They, of all the Sumatrans,
have the firongeft refemblance to the Chinefe, particularly in
the roundnefs of the face, and conftrufture of the eyes, 'They
are alfo the faireft people of the ifland ; and the women are
the talleft, and efteemed the moft handfome. Inland of Sa-
manca, [ay the Lampoons, there is a difiri&, inhabited by g
ferocious people, who are a terror to the neighbouring country.
Their mode of atoning for offences againft their own commu-
nity, is by bringing to their dbofeom, or village, the heads of
firangers. The account may be true ; but without further au-
thentication, fuch flories are not to be too implicitly credited, on
the faith of a people who are fond of the marvellous, and ad-
dicted to exaggeration. Magrspexn's Swmatra, page 262 and
264 7.

* In 1776-1777, the eftablithment of the Dutch Company
at Bantam, confified of twenty civil fervants, one clergyman,
five furgeans and affifiants, feventeen belanging to the artillery,
thirty feamen, 199 foldiers, and ten mechanics; in all 282 Eu-

ropeans,
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The air is, in general, here very un-
healthy, and the mortality pretty confider-
ablh

ropeans, On account of its vicinity to Batawia, no revenues,
either territorial or commercial, are drawn from this place; but
the charges of the eftablithment are not heavy ; in 1779, they
amounted to f.78,262 (about [.7,115. fterling), which is
a very nothing in comparifon with the benefit detived from the
pepper fumnifhed by Bantam., To the dominion of the king of
Bantam belong all the iflands in the firaits of Swemds, from
Prince's-ifland to Pub Babi, or Hog-illand, clofe to his capital
city. Many of them are inhabited, and produce pepper;
others are defert, or are the refort of pirates and fmugglers,
who are dexterous in carrying on an illicit trade in pepper
with farn-lgn nations. In Movember, 1769, the Dutch Com-
pany’s cruifing grab the Zeeleewnw (the Sea-lion), was attacked,
taken, and the crew mafficred, in the bay of Lampecn, by thefe
pirates. The Klapper, or Cocea-iflands, which lie on the fouth
coaft of Feva, near the firaits-of Sunds, are uninhabited, and
are only occafionally reforted to for the fake of the edible birds'-
nefts which are found there; but they are faid to be greatly in-
fefted with enormous fnakes. Priwce's-ifland is called, in the
Malay language, Pule Selan; and in the language of its inhabi-
tants, Pulo Paneitan, It is woody, and a very fmall part of it
only has been cleared. Varextyw landed on it in 1694, and
found it then uninhabited. He adds, that there is good an-
chorage in the fouthweft bay, in nine and ten fathoms, and
two fmall fiethwater rivulets running inte it. Lieutenant
Coog, in the Endeavenr, lay ten days on the foutheaft fide, in
eighteen fathoms, There is a town upon it, called Samadasg,
of about four hundred houfes, divided into two parts, by a
river of brackith water. There is no remarkable hill upon it,
yet the Englith call the higheft eminence upon it, the Pike. It
was formesly much frequented by the India thips of many na-

tiw}
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able. In the year 1768, that s, from
the beginning of September to the end of
Augutft,

tions, efpecially the Englith, which have, of late, forfaken it, as
it is faid, becaufe the water is bad, and touch eit her at Nortb-
ifland, a fmall ifland that lies on the coaft of Sumaira, at the
eaft entrance of the firaits, or at New-bay, which lies only a
few leagues from Primee's-ifland, at neither of which places any
confiderable quantity of other refrefhments can be procured.
At Prizce's-ifland may be had turtle, with which the firft, the
fecond, and perhaps the third, fhip that comes in the feafon,
may be tolerably fupplied; thofe bought by the Enmdeavesr’s
people coft, upon an average, a halfptnny or three farthings per
pound ; large fowls, a dozen of them for a Spanith dollar;
fmall deer, not larger than a rabbit, twopence a-piece; larger
deer, about the fize of a fheep, but of which only two were
brooght down, a rupee; many kinds of fith, tolerably cheap ;
cocoa-nuts, at the rate of a hundred for a dollar, if picked, or
onc hundred and thirty, if taken promifcuoufly; plaintains
im great plenty; fome pincapples, watermelons, jacks, and
pumpkins; befides rice, the greateft part of which is of the
mountain kind, yams, and feveral other vegetables, at very rea-
fonable rates, The other iflands in the firaits of Skda, ap-
pertaining to the dominions of Bamtam, are too infignificant
to have been particularly deferibed. They are mofily entirely
level, founded upon beds of coral, and covered with trees. A
few, however, have fiegp and naked fides, fuch as the ifland
Droars in dea Weg, or Thuwart-the-away, and the two very fimall
round ones, called by the Dutch, Brabandfch Hoedje, and
Foppers Heedje, and by the Englith the Cap, and Butron.
The gentlemen accompanying Lord MAcasT®EY in the Lior,
had occafion to vifit the two laftmentioned ; they were fo fieep
and rugged, that it was difficult to get athore on them: at a
little diftance, they might be taken for the remains of old cal-

tles,
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Auguft, out of the complete number of the
Company’s fervants, including pennifts, ma-
riners, and military, being three hundred and
feventeen, the deaths amounted to fixty,
which is about one in five.

The divifion which follows next in geo-
graphical order, is that of Jaccatra, with itg
Preanger lands ; Preanger lands is the deno-
mination given to thofe diftri¢ts which did
not anciently belong to the kingdom of Fac-
catra, but whish have been united to the
Company’s pofleflions fince the year 1677:
with refpeé to their adminiftration, they are

divided between Batavia, and the refidency
of Cheribon *.

tles, mouldering into ruins, with tall trees already growing up-
on the tops; but, upon a nearer view, they betrayed evident
marks of a voleanic origin: in the Cap were found two ca-
verns, running horizontally into the fide of the rock, in which
were a number of thofe birds™-nefts, fo much prized by'the Chi-
nefe epicures, The fituation of thefe places was, on that occa-
fion, determined with the greateft nicety, viz:
South lat.  Eaft long. from Lendow.

Thwart-theavay . . 5°35 . . 105°43

Northifland . . . 538 . . . 105 43 30"

Cop o ¢ s o o 5 5830 . 205 4B 50

Bulow . . « & « 8 49 « - . 105 48 3o
T

% See Mosser's Obfervations upon Facefra, and the
Freanger lands, page 1. &,
This
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This divifion 1s full one hundred and ten
Dutch miles in circumference. To the weft,
it borders upon Bantam, with the diftriéts of
Greending, Badak, and Pagadongan; to the
fouth, upon the fouthern ocean, for the moft
part with the diftrit of fampan, and partly
with that of Seekapoura, belonging to the
Cheribon Preanger lands ; to the eaft, upon
the government of Cheribon itfelf, with the
diftriéts of Tumpanganten, Samadang, Paga-
deen, and Pamanoekang ; to the north, upon
the fea, with the diftri¢ts of Pamanockang,
Tjaffen, Crawang, and that of faccatra pro-
per, under Bafauia.

The country of Faccatra, with its Preans
ger lands, comprizes, upon the whole, thirty
diftricts, containing together 33,914 tjat-
jars, or families, thus 203,484 inhabitants,
of which the diftri€t of Baravia alone con-
tains 19,469 families, or 116,814 inhabi-
tants; this thews that the other diftriéts are
proportionally much lefs populous, where-
by a great extent of excellent land remains
uncultivated and negleéted, and even what
15 tilled is owing to the induftry and per-
feverance of the Chinefe who are fettled
here.

The
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The paucity of inhabitants in the country
of Yaccatra, cannot, like that in the em-
pire of the fo¢foeboenam, be attributed to the
ravages of a deftru@ive war; for Faccatra
has, fince the laft fiege of Bafavia, in the
year 1629, been very little fubjected thereto,
except in the infurreftion of the Chinelc, in
the year 1740, when even the Javans of
Jaccatra were the leaft concerned in it ; but
it may principally be afcribed to the circum-
ftance, that, after the arms of the Company
were vitorious over-the kingdom of Yacca-
fra, and they had taken the capital, having
likewife defeated the army of Bantam, all
the inhabitants of the country were carried
away into the kingdom of Banfam ; whereby
Jaccatra remained, for a confiderable fpace
of time, nearly in an uninhabited ftate.

It appears, however, according to the
ftatement of Mr. MosskL, that thefe lands
eontained only, in the year 1753, the num-
ber of one hundred and fifty thoufand fouls ;
fo that, in oppofition to the other parts of
sJava, the population has here been confider-
ably augmented *.

* See Memorial of Mr, Mosser, refpefting the flate of

the E:éi-[udil. Company, dated the goth of November,
175. &,

Every
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Every diftri® has its regent, who are all
appointed immediately by the {fupreme In-
dian government at Bafavia. ‘Thefe re-
gents decide in civil matters of little import-
ance, but affairs of confequence they muft
lay before the commiffary of inland affairs,
or before the governor general.

Faccatra is watered and fertilized by feve-
ral rivers, moft of which, however, are little
better than fmall rivulets, in the good or dry
feafon. The largeft of thefe are the Sedani, or
the river of Tangerang, and that of Crawang ;
they defcend from the high mountains in-
land, and flow into the fea, in a northerly
direion.

The river of Tangerang runs into the fea,
not far from the point of Onteng “fava, and
near its mouth there is a fmall poft of the
Company, called the Kwal. Juft below that
poft, the river gives a part of its water to the
Mookervaart, which is a canal cut from that
place to Batavia, in order to provide the
canals and moats of the city with water;
but as, in the rainy feafon, this river fwells
up very high, and too much would then be
conveyed through that cut to the city, a lock
was made, in the year 1770, at the upper

end
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end of the faid Muokervaart, which coft full
feventy thoufand rixdollars *, and whereby
now no more water than is wanted is fuf-
fered to come to Batavia.

It is not the water alone of the river of
Tangerang that fupplies this canal, but like-
wife that of the rivers of Ankes, Paffanga-
rang, and Grogol; and it is through the
Mookervaart that Batavia receives moft of
its water ; for that which comes down by
what is called the great river of JFaccatra, is
very trifling in quantity compared with this.
"The drain, called the S/kkbaan (the glutton,
or cormorant), which was dug in the year
1746, a little to the eaftward of the river of
Jaccatra, receives the water from the upper
grounds, and thus deprives it of its greateft
forcef. The conformation of the country

likewife

* About r5,250l flerling. 7.

+ The Dutch feem to have pitched upon Batsvia for the
eonvenience of water-carriage ; and, in that refpeft, it is, in-
deed, a fecond Holland, and fuperior to every other place in the
world, There are very few firests in the city that have not a
canal of confiderable breadth running through, or rather flag-
nating in them, and continued for feveral miles beyond the
town, interfeéting, together with five or fix rivers, in almoft
every direftion, the dead flat in which it is fituated ; nor is this
the worft, for the fence of every field and garden is a ditch ;

and
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likewife requires that Batavia {hould receive
its water from the weltward, as, on that
fide, it is more elevated than on the other,
according to feveral obfervations made by

furveyors.

The rivers, the Sontar, the Bacaffie, and
the Tjikarang, find their way into the fea,
to the eaft of Batavia.

The produétions of Faccatra are princi-
pally coffee, fugar, and rice; likewife in-
digo, cotton-yarn, turmeric, and cadjang, or
lentiles, from which laft oil is preffed *.

The

and inter(perfed, among the cultivated ground, there are many
filthy fens, bogs, and moraffes, as well freth as falt. Nay,
fuch is the influence of habit, both upon the tafte and under-
ftanding, that Governor General Vaw pex Pamra, whole
country-houfe was fitnated upon the only rifing ground near
Batavia, contrived, at fome trouble and expence, to inclofe his
own garden with a ditch. 7.
* In 1778, were (old, in Holland, the following articles, being
produttions of the colony of Faccarra -
2,000,000/, of fugar, at four flivers,
2,000,000/8s. of coffee, at eleven ditto,
5e0,000/br. of pepper, at feventeen ditto,
100 leagers of arrack,
19,000/bs. of candied ginger,
cotton-yarn, to the amount of fi20,000, and
indigo, to the amoant of 1000,
This may be taken as the annual quantity of what Faccatra is
able to furnifh for Europe, and the gain upon thefe articles is
confiderable,
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The Company poffefs this empire by right
of conqueft, having taken it from its king,
who was obliged to yield to their arms in the
year 1619 ; and Batavia was founded on or
near the {cite of his capital city, Faccatra.

The third divifion of fava is Cheribon,
which, together with its Preanger lands,
may be about half the fize of Faccatra and
its dependencies. It borders, to the weft,
upon Faccatra, with the diftri¢ts of Lim-
bangan, Tjauris, Impanagara, and Indramayo ;
to the fouth, upon the fouthern ocean, with
the diftrict of Soekapoura; to the eaft, upon
the province of Banjoemaas, or Panjsemag,
belonging to the fultan, with the diftrict of
Soekapoura, upon the country of the fe/oe-
boenam, with the diftriéts of Oefame and Ga-
bang, and upon the ftrand-regency of Brebes,
with the diftri&t of Laffary; and to the
confiderable, as none of them coft much; the pepper and
coffee fearcely 23, and the fugar 1f, ftivers per pound. Of
fugar, the Company further difpafe every year of full four mil-
lions of pounds weight, in Fapan, Suraz, the Malabar, and
other eftablithments, upon which they likewife make confider-
able profits; and about the fame quantity, 4,000,000/ is
exported in private trade, together with immenfe quantities
of arrack, rice, and other articles. The revenues and expences
of Faccatra, are included in thofe of Barawia, which we add to

the account of that city given in chapter iv. i
north,
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north, upon the fea, with the abovemen-
tioned diftrict of Gabdang, and thofe of Che-
ribon proper, and Indramayo.

It comprizes in all nine diftrits, contain-
ing full fifteen thoufand tjatjars, or families,
being fikapo, or fixed inhabitants, befides
the boedjango, or unmarried, and ftrangers.

* Thefe lands are divided between two
princes, the fultan ANom Soeror CHERI-
BoN, and the Panam Bawan, both of
whom are feudatories of the Company. Of
the laft, it is a rule, that the children fuc-
ceed to the father in his dignity, provided
they are inclined to do fo; and if they do
not choofe to be burdened with the cares of
authority, they have the right of nominating
a deputy to exercife their hereditary power,
in their {tead.

Formerly, there were three princes of
Cheribon ; but in the year 1769, one of
them, not treating his fubjeéts well, was fent
in exile, by the fupreme government, to
Amboyna, where 1 faw him, in the year
1775-

Thefe princes are obliged tp deliver all
the produce of their country, for certain fixed
prices, exclufively to the Company; and

neither
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neither the princes, nor their fubjeds, are
allowed to have any communication with
{trangers, much lefs to carry on trade with
foreign nations in any of the articles pro-
duced upon their lands. On the part of the
Company, as much care is taken as peffible,
to prevent the contravention of thefe condi-
tions; and they have a refident here, with
a garrifon of feventy Europeans, ftationed
in a {mall fort, in the diftri&t of Cheribon,
whilft there is alfo an outpoft ftationed at
Indramayo.

~ This empire put itfelf under the protec-
tion of the Company in the year 1680. In
criminal matters, the adminiftration refts in
the combined authority of the two princes,
united to the Company’s refident.

Its produétions are coffee, timber, cotton-
yarn, areca, indigo, fugar, and alfo a little
pepper ; this laft article grew formerly here
in fuch abundance, that in the year 1680,
the bhar of three hundred and feventy-five
pounds was paid for at the rate of no more
than ten Spanifh dollars *.

Before
# This, at the rate at which Spanith dollars are current in

thefe parts of India, is equal to about 16y, fterling p;ga;;:.
n =
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Before the war of the year 1740, the
Joefoehoenam, or the emperor of Yava, as he
was called, was the fole proprietor of all the
country, lying eaftward of the laftmentioned
empire of Cheribon, which was the weftern
boundary of that of the foefoeboenam.. This
comprized all the reft of the ifland, and was
inclofed, on the other fides, by the fea, and
the narrow ftraits which feparate Fava
from the ilands of Baki and Madura. It
extended in length, from eaft to weft, one

Foglith. Cleriben does not contribute a few, nrummport:.n't,
articles to the confumption of India, and to the trade to Eu-
Tope. It yields yearly, for the furmer, at leaft one thounfand lafts
of rice, and one million pounds of fugar, at 1 or 2 flivers per
pound ; and for Europe, at leaft

3o,000lbs. of cotton-yam, of letter A, at 14 ftivers (1s. 34¢)

10,000/, of indigo, at 3o ftivers . = {2s.70d)
and 1,300,000, of coffee, at 25 fiivers,
Yet, in 1778, no more than I,.OEHJ ocolts. of the Cheribon
coffee were fold in Holland, at eleven ftivers per pound.
The intrinfic revenues of this fettlement are amply fufficient
to defray the charges. In 177g, the laft amounted to
S-12,5384, and the former to JS-35:561, fhewing a favourable
balance of f23,177, or 2,107 flerling. In 1576.1757, the
eftablifhment of Cherifen confifted of ninety-eight Europeans;
namely, fourteen civil fervants, one clergyman, three fur-
geons, two artillerymen, fifteen fcamen,ﬁxty foldiers, and three
mechanics. The refident at Cheriben is faid to make no lefs

than 70,000 rixdollars [upwatds of 15,000l ftecling, per an-
pum., 7.

hundred
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hundred Dutch miles, and in breadth, upon
an average, about five-and-twentv. It con-
tained fifty-fix provinces, or diftricls, large
and fmall; and, as we have before ftated,
three hundred and nine thoufand feven hun-
dred tjatjars, or families. After that period,
thirty of thofe provinces, all fituated on the
feacoaft, were ceded to the Company, for an
equivalent in money; and feven, amongft
which was the Mataram, to the fultan
Manko Boeni. . This empire, anciently fo
formidable to the Company,  is now fo re-
duced in power and extent, that its monarch
can at prefent (1777) enumerate no more
than fixteen provinces remaining under his
dominion, containing only thirty-three thou-
fand two hundred tjatjars, or families. On
what occafion, and in. what manner, the
empire was thus torn afunder, and how part
of it came to be given to the fultan Manko
Bokeni, to the prejudice of Masseyp, who
1s now under the prefent reigning fultan,
has been detailed in another place ¥,

The dominions which fell to the lot of
the fultan MaNko Boeni, who is ftill

See page 120-123, of volume II, 7,
living,
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living, confift of feven provinces, which lie
interfperfed between thofe which have re-
mained with the fefoeboenam ; and this in-
termixture of the territories of thefe two
monarchs, makes them, individually, much
more feeble, than if the pofleffions of each
were adjoining to one another, and formed
one compact country. The feven provinces
belonging to the fultan contain, together,
fifteen thoufand eight hundred tjatjars, or
families; the moft extenfive and moft im-
portant of them, is the province of Mataram,
which is wafhed by the fouthern ocean.
Although the principality of Madura is
now folely confined to the ifland of that
name, which lies to the northeaft of Yava,
from which it is feparated by a narrow ftrait
of fcarcely a league and a half over, it has
always been reckoned to belong to the
government of Fava's mortheaft coaft: the
whole ifland is divided into three diftrits,
and contains thirty thoufand tjatjars, or fa-
milies; it is thirty Dutch miles in length,
and, upon an average, fcarcely fix in breadth.
All thefe princes poffefs their dominions
in the quality of vaffals of the Company,
whofe pretenfions to the paramount autho-

rity,
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rity, are grounded upon a voluntary ceflion
of all his dominions, alleged to have been
made in favour of the Company, by the late
deceafed jfoefoeboenam, upon his death-bed,
in the year 1746: this, at leaft, is what is
pretended, for the fake of appearance, as it
is otherwife pretty well underftood, that the
emperor was dead, before this pretended
ceffion was made known to the grandees of
the court; but this is kept as much a fecreg
as poffible ; though what could they have
done againft the Company, who were pof-
fefled of the power of maintaining the
validity of the ceffion, by force of arms?
The empire, thus weakened and diminifhed,
was afterwards given, as a fief, to one of
the princes of the imperial race, to the pre-
judice of Masseyp; who, however, was
quieted with a certain appanage, and the
promife, that if the prefent focfoeboenam
died without ifTue, his children, in the right
of being the neareft of blood, fhould fuc-
ceed to the imperial 1 gnity. There is,
at prefent, however, no probability that this
will ever come to pafs, as the fac/aehoenam
has not only feveral children, but one of
them has already been appointed his fuc-

ceffor
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ceffor in the empire by the Company ; and
a fimilar favour was equally granted in the
year 1776, to one of the fons of the fultan
Manko BoeNI.

The titles which the prefent reigning
Joefeeboenam has affumed are as follows:
Soefoeboenam (monarch, or fole ruler), Pacoe-
boeana (axis of the globe, literally nail or
fpike of the earth), Senepatty Hiengalaga
(commander in chief of all the armies),
Abdul Rachman (holy prieft, literally flave
of the moft merciful God), Sabiedien (fove-
reign king), Panatagama (prince of the
faithful): thofe of the fultan of the Mata-
ram, are, Sultan (prince or king), Hamin
Coeboeana (regent of the world), Semepatty
Hiengalaga, Abdul Rachman, Sabjedien, Pa-
natagama, Calif, Attu lach (vicegerent of
the Almighty).

All thefe princes bound themfelves, in the
year 1756, not to deliver any of the pro-
duls of their refpetive countries to any
other than the Company; and, in every cafe,
to act both defenfively and offenfively, in
conjunétion with the Company, againft their
enemies.

The Company arc pretty well fecured

againft
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againft the departure from thefe ftipulations,
on the part of the Javanefe princes, by
being in the abfolute poffeffion of almoft all
the provinces that border upon the fea,
which have partly fallen to them by the
fortune of war, and partly by ceffion from
the emperor ; as a compenfation for which,
they have to pay an annual fum of fifty
thoufand Spanith dollars, from which, how-
ever, thirty thoufand are deduéted, for the
charges of the detachment of European mi-
litary, that attend the emperor at his court
at Djolo, or Soweacarta. Thefe provinces
have each their regent of their own nation,
under the title of zommagong patti, who are
refpectively fubordinate to the feveral refi-
dents.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER III

Importance of Java to the Dutch Eaft-India Com-

pany —Refieltions on the Conduit of the Company
powards the native Privces—And towards their

Javanefe Subjests—Neceffity of Reform in thefe
Paints.

FROM all that has preceded, the great
importance of the ifland of Yawva, to the Eaft-
India Company, will have very evidently
appeared. It is fertile in produétions, which
have now, by the progreffive increafe of
luxury in the world, become articles almoft
of the firlt neceffity, whereby this colony is
adequate to bring as much, if not more,
wealth into the coffers of the Company,
than the fpice-iflands, which have hitherto
been confidered as the chief means of the
profperity, if not even effential to the ex-
iftence, of that body. But Ysva can only
hope to be equally precious with the fpice-
iflands, by a change of circumftances, by
cordial exertions to promote the cultivation

of
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of its highly fertile foil with induftry and
vigour, by ceafing to deprefs and impo-
verith the natives by conftant injuftice
and continval extortion, and by avoiding,
in future, every fpecies of war, which, by
producing a ftill greater depopulation, would
bring dettruction to the Indians, and ruin to
the Company.

The princes of the country, although fove-
reign over their own fubjefts¥®, are, never=-
thelefs, the one more, and the other lefs,
valfals of the Company ; and in fo far jub-
je€ted to them, that the mode of fucceflion
to their thrones is regulated, and the heirs
of their dignity are nominated, by the Com-
pany. The difmemberment of the empire
of the foefoehoenarnm, and the pofleflion of the
feacoafts, render the Company fecure from
that power, formerly fo redoubted, and
from the confequences of fuch prejudicial
engagements and alliances, as might be

* Yet, whenever the Company have judged it expedient,
they have not hefitated to interfere in the internal government
of thefe dependent princes: an inftance of this occurs in the
laft chapter, where we are informed, that one of the princes of
Céheribon was depofed by the Company, for mifconduét to-
wards his own fubjefts. T

entered



[ 364 ]

entered into, by the native princes, with
European powers. And, although thofe
princes bow themfelves with relutance
under the yoke that has been impofed upon
them, yet they are wife enough to confider,
that, if they were even fortunate enough to
difengage themfelves from their prefent
bondage, their power has been fo broken by
the depopulation of the country, that, freed
from the Dutch Company, they would ftill
be obliged to yield to the firft foreign nation,
that fhould have the inclination, and the
ability, to eftablith themfelves upon the
ifland, and, perhaps, be reduced to a more
cruel fate of fervitude, than they now expe-
rience under their atual tafkmafters; of
which they have a firiking example before
them, in the mogul empire.

I am of opinion, therefore, that, if the
government at Bafgvia were to cherifh,
protedt, and favour, as much as poffible, the
feveral princes of Fava, giving them every
indulgence in matters of f{mall moment,
without, however, fuffering any diminution
of the power and influence that has been
attained over them, thofe princes would fee
the found policy, of rather maintaining the

Company
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Company in their poffeffions on the ifland,
than allowing them to be transferred to
other hands, without oppofition on their
part.

If it be neceffary for the Company to
attach thefe princes to them by the bands
of political intereft, it is no lefs an objet of
importance for their welfare, 'and perhaps
of neceffity to their fafety, that they equally
aim at fecuring the attachment to them of
their Javanefe fubjeéts; by rendering their
lives at leaft fupportable to them, and oppo-
fing and preventing the thameful treatment
and crying injuftice, which thefe poor peo-
ple experience at the hands of the governor,
refidents, and regents. The common Ja-
vanefe are in an abfolute ftate of flavery;
they are no more mafters of what little they
feem to poflefs, than an unconditional flave,
who, together with all he has, belongs to
the mafter who bas purchafed him, his
labour, and his pofterity, for money. The
common Javan, is not only obliged, at fixed
periods, to deliver a certain quantity of the
fraits of his induftry to the regent placed
over him, in behalf of the Company, for
whatever price the latter choofes to allow

him,
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him, and that price, moreover, paid in
goods, which are charged to him at ten
times their real value; but he likewife can~
not confider what may remain to him as
his own property, not being permitted to do
with it what he may think fit, nor allowed
to fell it to others, at a higher, or a lower
rate ; and he is, on the contrary, compelied
to part with this alfo, as well as what was
claimed of im in behalf' of the Company,
to the fame petty tyrant, for himfelf, at an
arbitrary, and frequently at an infamous
price. The regents experience, in their
turn, though, perhaps, in a lefs iniquitous
degree, the oppreflion of the refidents;
whilft in 'the country of ¥accatra, the com-
miffary for mland affairs aéts the fame part,
in a no lefs unjuftifiable manner, under the
immediate eye of the governor general, to-
wards the native regents and common Ja-
=anefe in that province.

The continually decreafing ftate of the
population in Jeva, which, from the year
1738, to the prefent time (1777), has
diminithed more than.one half, may, in
my opinion, be attributed to the natural
eperation -of this abjett ftate of depreflion

and
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and fervitude, in which the common peo-
ple of Fava live, as well as to the ravages of
a war of nearly twenty-five years, to which
it has been the cuftom folely to afcribe
it; though this war, and the various civil
commotions which have happened befides,
have, undoubtedly, greatly contributed te
this confiderable wafte of the human fpecies.

CHAP.



[ 368 ]

CHAPTER 1IV.

Chbarafler of the Javanefe.—Their Indolence, not
merely the Refult of Climate, but alfo of the arbitrary
Government.—Proved by, and contrafted with, the
Induftry of the Chinefe bere.—Food of the ova-
nefe.—T beir Dwellings.— Houfebold Conveniences.
—Ulual Period of Life.—Peculiar Difeafe.—Re-
ligion.— Mofques.—Aecount of a famous Masfoleum
near CHER1BON.—Cuffoms of the Favanefe.—
Laws refpelting Inberitance—Their Appearance,
Drefs, &e.

THE Javanefe are faid to be of an indo-
lent difpofiticn, and that much pains muft
be taken to excite them to the performance
of any labour. This is, in general, true of
all the nations who inhabit the torrid zone,
and who live under defpotic governments, by
which they are deprived of their property,
ip an arbitrarv manner. But would not
this vice, which is reprefented as a national
blemifh in the charater of the Javanefe,
be, in a great meafure, amended—would it

not
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not be removed, if arrangements were made,
that to thefe miferable people might be left
the property and uncontrouled difpofition of
only that portion of the fruits of their la-
bour, which might remain, after they have
furnithed to the Company the quantities
and qualities required at their hands. Af-
furedly, 1 flatter myfelf, that the beft ef-
fe€ts would refult herefrom. The inhabi-
tants of Yava poffefs, in common with all
the reft of mankind, a patural and innate
defire of having the free command and dif-
pofal of their own property; and, like others,
they would, to obtain this, fubmit to heavy
labour, and be more induftrious, in proportion
as they had the more certain profpect of
earning a property, and of fecurity in the
pofleflion and enjoyment of it.

But now, deprived of the moft diftant
profpec, and not encouraged by any hope
of bettering their fituation, they fit down
fullenly contented, as it were, with the
little that is left to them, by their defpo-
tic and avaricious mafters; who, by this
unwife, as well as unfeeling, conduét, ex-
tinguith every fpark of induftry, and plunge

their
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their fubjes into the gloom of hopelefs in-
activity.

The climate, it is alleged, influences upon
their difpofition, and compels them to a life
of indolence. But does not the fallacy of
this affertion appear in the Chinefc who
refide here? Thefe inhabit the fame ifland,
open their variegated fhops next to the
dwelling of the Javanefe, and till with la-
borious induftry the neglected foil around
the wretched habitation of the native. In
diligence, perfeverance, and manual labour,
they furpafs many of the induftrious claffes
of the community in Europe. But they
are comparatively unfhackled, and are free
matfters of what they can earn by trade, or
procure by agriculture, beyond the pecu-
niary or other alleflments levied upon them
by the government. This encourages them
readily ta-undertake the moft laborious occu-
pations, and diligently to perfevere in them,
while they feel a rational hope of obtaining,
in proper time, the reward due to their
exertions.

The Javanefe, therefore, poflefling nearly
no certain property, are fatisfied with little,

The



L2371}

The ufual food of thofe who inhabit the
level country, is rice, with a little fith; but
thofe who dwell in the high land, and in
the mountains, and who plant little or no
rice, make ufe of a certain root, called
tallas, which the earth affords them, and
fome falt, which they make out of the athes
of wood.

Their dwellings are little huts, generally
conftruéted of bamboos, plaiftered with mud,
and covered with afap, or other fimilar

leaves.
The conveniencies of houfhold furniture

are unknown to them. The whole of the
apparatus to be feen in their wretched ho-
vels confifts of a kind of bedftead, two or
three feet from the ground, made of bam-
boos, one or two pots to boil their victuals
in, a hollow block to pound their rice in,
and a few cocoanutfhells for drinking vef-
fels.

Generally {peaking, their period of life
does not much exceed half a century; and
few of them are found to attain to the age
of threefcore.

They are fubjeét toa fort of ulcers, which
is a difeafe peculiar to the ifland, and to its

in-
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inhabitants, and which has thence received
the denomination of the Java pox, from
Europeans. It is a fort of lues, but of a lefs
malignant nature.

Their religion is that of MaMoMED ; yet
it is accompanied by many fuperftitious opi-
nions and obfervances, retained from the
religion of their idolatrous anceftors. In
the interior. parts they have no abftra& ideas
of religion, and can, indced, form none, but
fuch as arife immediately from the grofs
obfervation of their fenfes. The mahome-

dan religion was introduced into ava by
the Arabians ¥,

# In the year 1400, CuEix Jew MorLaxa, otherwife called
Ipx Ismaer, an Arabian, who had contributed to the propaga-
tion of the mahomedan faith, at Acbeex, Fobor, and other places
in the eaft, came to Yave, and took up his abode near the
place where afterwands the city of Cherifon was built: the Ja-
vanefe mahomedans look vwpon him as the founder of their reli-
gion in the ifland ; but it appears from VaLexTYw, that the
kings of Damat and Padjangy had been converted to mahomed-
anifm, before the arrival of Caerx Isx Morawa, to whom
the king of Demat gave his daughter in marriage, and with
her, as a portivn, the country of Cieribon: the city of that
mrame was built. about the fame time, and Curik Isx MorLa-
ma became boih a powerful fovercign, and a venerated apofile
of Hlamifm : both the kings of Bawtam, and the princes of
Ch:ribeon, derive their origin from him, and mahomedans, from
all parts of Fevs, perform pilgrimages to his tomb, as to that of
coe of their greateft fints, T,

Their
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Their mofques, or places of prayer, are
difperfed all over the country. They are
moftly built of wood, and have neither ex-
terior appearance, nor interior ornament, to
recommend them to the curiofity of ftrang-
ers. Near Cheribon, however, I underftood
that a very handfome mofque was erected

near the grave of one of their faints *.
They

# The tomb, or maufoleum, of Cueix Isw Moraxa,
near Cheribem, with the mofque belonging to it, is dsferving
of particular defcription. It may rank among the moft cu-
rious and magnificent antiquities, not only of J sva, but of
the eat. Iriscalled by excellence, affana, or the palace of
the jfoejoeboemam goemomg djati (monarch of the mountain of
djati-trees). It is a vaft femicircular fpace, or amphitheatre,
feemingly cut out of a rock, the mountain of djati-trees,
and diyided into five different areas, or cocrts, each rifing
above the other, and communicating with fteps. The front
is guarded by a row of pallifadoes ; beyond thefe there is
a wall of about five feet high, faced with little white and
painted Chinefe tiles, in the middle of which, feven fteps
lead up to the firlt court, which is the largeft and broadeft
of the five, being one hundred fect in front ; on the wall
are ranged nine fuperb, and inronceivably large, china
vafes, with flowers, and two large trees grow on the left
fide of this area. Another wall, exaftly fimi'ar to the firft,
divides this from the fecond ecourt; at the foot of this wall
ftand, on the right hand, fevep, and on the jeft hand fix,
large and beautiful china vafes, with flowers; the afcent to
the fecond court is by five fteps; and upon the wall are piaced,
on each fide, four fimilar large china vales, and eight trees

are
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They do not byry their dead in coffins,
as the Europeans or their Chinefe neigh-
bours

are planted in this court, fo difpofed that each vafe fands
between two trees, except on the left fide, where the irre-
gularity is oblervable of two trees ftanding together ; in this
court, there are two handfome Javanefe houfes, intended
for the reception of the princes, or great men, who may
come upon a pilgrimage to this 4acred plice : four china
vafes, with flowers, are alfo placed in the upper part of this
court, at the foot of the third wall. All thefe vafes are the
gifts of fundry mahomedan princes, the kings of Bamtam,
Macaffer, Palembarg, and others, who have, at various times,
vifited the tomb. A neatly paved path leads quite acrofs
the fecond court, to the entrance of the third, which is
through a handfome gate, and up four fteps; but this court,
which is much fmaller than the other two, and is guarded by
a fimilar wall, has nothing init. No chriftians are allowed
to go higher than this place, although fome of the upper
officers of the Company are faid to have penetrated as far
as the fifth and laft court. There is no wall before the
fourth, but merely an afcent by five fleps cut in the rock ;
in this thers is a magnificent moorith temple, or mofque,
with three roofs above each other, all decreafing in fize up-
wards, and the area is planted with trees on each fide of the
mofque. The afcent from this to the laft and fmalle® of
the courts is, probably, likewife by fleps, but they are hidden
by the mofque and trees in the fourth: this fartheft and
moft elevated area, feems to be only eight or nine paces
broad on each ﬁde, but it runs confiderably back, in a femi-
circular’ fhape ; upon it appears nought but the tomb itfelf
of the holy man; this, by reafon of the great height and
diftance, cannot be accurately defcribed ; it appearstobe a

hand{ome
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bours do, but they fimply wrap them ina
piece of white linen, and depofit them in
the grave, placing two ftones upon it, one
at the head, and one at the feet. They
believe that thefe ftones are to ferve for
feats to the two angels, who, after their
death, examine into their conduét, while in
this world.

The laws of fava determine the right
of inheritance as follows : when a man dies,
leaving a widow, a child, either fon or
daughter, and a brother, his fubftance is
divided into eight equal fhares; the child
receives four of them; the widow, one ;

handfome and lofty ftrufture, with a large arched gate ; and
fome pretend to diftinguifh a profufion of gilding vpon it
It is neceffiry to obferve, that the whole is formed in a
floping direction, and that esch court lias a confideranle ac-
clivity before reaching the entrance of the neat, which ren-
ders the {cite of the tomb itfelf, very elevated : thefe entrances
are all clofed by little railed gates, Both the tomb, and the
buildings appertaining to it, are kept in very indifterent re-
pair, and run to decay from day to day. This delcription
is dated in 1522, and is inferted in VaLextyn’s work, vol.
iv. pages 15 and 16; but though, in the laple of time, many
things may have changed their appearance, yet the grand out-
lines of this ffupendaus monument muft remain the fame, and
are well worthy the enquiries and examination of future tra-
vellers. 7.

and
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and the brother, three. If the deceafed
leave two, three, or four widows, then that
thare which is otherwife given to the one
widow is divided, in equal portions, among
all the claimarits of the vidual inheritance,
let the part that falls to each be ever fo
fmall. If the deceafed have two, three, or
more brothers, the fame is done with re-
fpec to them, and the three-eighths which
would have fallen to the fhare of one, is
divided equally among them all, pravided,
however, that they be all fons of the fame
father.

Thefe laws, however, are fometimes de-
parted from, when circumftances afford in-
ducements to favour one of the heirs more
than the others.

Thus, the high priefts of the provinces
of Patty and oana, certified to the refident
of foana, that they had fixed the fhare of
the widow of a man, who had died there,
at one-third part of the whole inheritance,
and had divided the remaining two-thirds
into eight portions, one of which they like-
wife adjudged to the widow, four to the
daughter of the deceafed, and three te his
brother; giving as a reafon for this de-

parture
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parture from the ufual mode, that the wife
had, by her own diligence and induftry,
gained the greateft part of the property thus
left to be divided, and being therefore the
occafion of the profperity of the family,
ought to be the greateft tharer in the divifion
of the eftate.

The Javanefe are, in general, well {haped,
of a light brown colour, with black eyes and
hair ; their eyes are more funk in the head
than 1s generally obferved in the nations
living fouth of the line ; they have flattith
nofes, and large mouths; they are moftly
thin, yet mufcular; a few corpulent men
among them make no exception to this ge-
neral defeription. The women, when young,
have much fofter features than the men,
but when they grow old imagination can
not well conceive more hideous hags.

The drefs of the men confifts of a pair
of linen breeches, which fcarcely reach half
way down their thighs, and over this, they
wear a fort of fhirt, made of blue or black
coarfe cotton cloth, which hangs loofe about
them, down below the knees. The hair of
the head is bound uvp in a handkerchief, in
the form of a turban.

The
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The drefs of the women confifts of a
coarfe chintz cloth, wrapped twice round
the body, and faftened under the breafts,
hanging down to the midleg, or lower;
over this they wear a little fhort jacket,
which reaches to the waift : they have no
covering to the head, but wear their hair
bound in a fillet, and faftened at the back
part of the head with large pins: they
fometimes adorn their hair with chaplets of
flowers.

Children, both boys and girls, often run
about entirely naked, till they are eight or
nine years of age.

What I have mentioned with refpe& to
drefs, relates alone to the lower fort of Ja-
vanefe ; the higher orders, and rich people,
wear much more coftly garments.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER V.

Bartavia.—lIis Situation.—Harbour —Canals.—
Walls. — Caftle. — Huufes, &c.—Inbakitants.—
Revenues and Charges, &c.—Charafier of the
Inbabitants. — Mede of Living, — Marriages.—
Slaves—Treatment of them—Their Paffion for
gamirg—Net duly reftrained,

BATAVIA lies, according to the beft ob-
fervations, in the fouth latitude of 6° 5', on
the northern thore of the empire of Fae-
catra, in the deepeft part of a bay which is
formed by the points of Ontong, fava, and
Crawang ; from which points, it lies, name-
ly, from the former, about four Dutch
miles foutheaft, and from the latter, about
five miles fouthweft. Ten or twelve {mall
iflands, at the diftance of from two to four
leagues from the city, fhelter the bay from
N.w. to N. by E. from the fwell of the fea;
the road is between a quarter and half a
league from the city. The ground, upon
which the city is built, bears evident marks

of



[ 38 ]

of having been left, or thrown up, by the
fea; as is the cafe with a great extent of
the land fituated on each fide, the fhore of
which is almoft always foft mud, for a good
way up, and which encreafes every year.
Above, or to the fouth of the city, towards
Tanabang and Weltevreeden, the ground rifes
by degrees, and the {oil becomes firmer and
drier the nearer you approach the moun-
tains, which lie twelve or more Dutch miles
inland.

I have before mentioned, that Bafavia re-
ceives the greateft part of its water by the
drain which has becn made from the Se-
dani, or river of Tangerang ; but neither is
this, nor the water of the other T1Vers,
which, communicating with the Mooker-
vaart, is brought to the city, added to the
great river of faccatra, that runs through
the middle of it, altogether nearly fufficient
to give a proper degree of circulation to the
mner and outer canals of the city, whereby
moft of them have only one or two feet
water in the good monfoon, or dry feafon ;
and in the crofs-canals, there is no current
whatfoever perceptible ; and it is very pro-
bable, that, if no greater force of backwater

can
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can be brought to a& upon them, many of
both the longitudinal and the crofs-canals
will, ere long, run perfedly dry.

The form of the city is an oblong fquare,
longitudinally interfeéted by the great river.
Its circumference, including the caftle, is
about twelve hundred roods, or one Dutch
mile ; the longeft fides, which liec in the
dire€tion of s. by . and N. by w. are- about
three hundred, and the fhorteft fides two
hundred, roods in length. Befides the city-
moats, which run entirely round, each di-
vifion, on either fide of the river, has two
canals, running parallel with the longeft
fides, and interfetted, at right angles, by
feveral ciofs-canals.

The city is furrounded by a wall of coral-
rock, ferving as a facing to the rampart
behind it, which occupies but a very nar-
row {pace of ground in many places. It
is defended by twenty or one-and-twenty
baftions, if the greater part of them may
be fo called, as they are moftly of a fquare
or femicircular fhape, projetting beyond the
curtains, which, with the wall itfelf, are
built nearly perpendicular, and are in fo
ruinous a condition, as to threaten to fall
down every day, for which reafon no other

cannon
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cannon are placed upon them but fuch as
are very light, and intended only to fire ge-
neral falutes.

The caftle, which formerly lay by the
feafide, but which is now, by the con-
tinual encreafe of the mudbanks before it,
full one hundred roods from the fea, ftands
on the eaft bank of the river that divides
the town into two parts; it covers about
two hundred roods of ground, and is a re-
gular {quare fortrefs, with four baftions, built
of rock-ftone. For thefe regions it might
be confidered as a tolerably ftrong fortifi-
cation, were it not full of buildings within-
fide, that muft obftrué, if not render im-
practicable, the defence of it. Befides this,
Governor General van Imuor has ren-
dered it entirely ufelefs as a citadel, by
breaking down the curtain which formerly
conneéted the two baftions, looking towards
the city, in