GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
ARCHAOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA |

ARCHZOLOGICAL
LIBRARY

—

ACOESSION NO. __.ﬁ‘_'_q.?_ﬁ_ - -
carL v0. 95 4. 021 E_[Hafr_

Toa
[ -]







A

Ly

7
]
















SULTAN MAHMUD
OF

GHAZNIN

EY

MOHAMMAD HABIB

FROFESSOR OF EIST{I'H.‘E AND POLITICAL SCIERCE
MUSLIM UNIVERSITY
ALIGART

6476
: ‘{51{- ORIZ_ secons Edision

“Hak-

MUNSH RAM MANOHAR LAC

BANCARIT A iRl @OOK-SELLERS
HAl BAKAR, DE L Hi-6

aasuoruum PUBLIGHIRS, 3."11']1. :I'..RTEB

mﬁ BAGH, ALTGARE

(Al righls reserved)



CENTRAL ARCHAENLOCICAN

LIBR ALY, N L,
An-u Nu, . Jt\f 43 .........
i ﬁ_‘;%% b



il

i)
CHAIRMAN MAO TSE-TUNG
the greatest Chinese Statesman of all Time

AND

Commander-in-Chiel Chu Teh
Premier Chou Eu-lal
Vice-Chalrman Liu Shao-chi

AND

The Rank and Tile of the Chiness Communist
Farty, who after challonging imparislism, feudallam snd
barenucraiio capitalism'—and facing oppression, starva-
tlon, disease and death--have once moro auoceaded In
making the largest country of the East n progressive
aros through the co-operation of all classes under the
loadership of the proletariat (including tho intelligentain),
and the olimination of nll diseriminotions based on
roligion, Tace, nationality, birth, eolour and sex.



“The oulture of the Naw Demosracy is esientifio
in charncter, 1% opposcs all fovdsl mnd superstitious
thonghta and adveoates ssarching for troth from con-
crote facte; it advocates objective trath as well as the
unity of theary and peactioe..,...We munt respect our
own history and shonld not be lsolated from it. Bub
thin respect for history means only to sob history in
ita proper place nmong the eciemces, to rospect its
dinloctical development, not to worship the mociend
times and to disspprove the modern timen, or to prajse

.ond estoem all feudal, polsonous elements. For this
roason, what is important with the peopls and the
youthful students in to lend them to look forwned, nat
0 look backward.” .

Mao Tee-tung : China's New Democracy.
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PREFACE
T0 THE S8ECOND EDITION

About twenty-soven years hove passed sinco this
boole was writton, In an atmosphero sorchorged with
hatreda durivg the Ludknow ecommunal riot of 1024,
I composed and recompossd many of ita passages to giva
expresslon to that longing for humanity, justics, tole-
ranon nnd seoularism which hes been torburing my
Eastorn sonl,  What has hspponed since then—=the
growth of hatreds on & global peals and the death of
millions and millicos of innocant men, women and children
to satisfy the greed of the governing classes— has only
eceved to confivm me in my opinions, The book wna
bailed by o sborm of eriticism in the Urdu press. Buk
as this criticism—vindietive, bitter, hostilo—wns bused
on & complete ignoranos of the originals, T took no notios
of it. I reprint the bock as it was writtan,

L L] - ']

Tho fact that Muslim loaders daring the last thres
bundred  yoars, whother politiclans or mullahs, have
known no other payohology except the peyehology of
refreat, and that, thanks to thom, all Muslim com-
munities have been subject to recurrant waves of ever.
tising reactiopary fannticleme with the conssquence
that the Mussalmans, unable to stand on their own feab
and to ndjust thelr waya of life and their institutions to
the stroouous conditions of the modemn world or to take
their praper part in the expanding vistas opensd by
modern saience, haye beon driven to sssk the protsotion
of some forelgn imperislism or other—all this should
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not blind us to the fack that (a) the Muslim Heovolution
has been & vital faet in world-history for oll time,
(b} that the Quranie conception of God was, and cen
still bo, n revolutionary foroe of inealoulsble value for
the attainment of human welfare, and (o) that the
Righar Mualim religion and oulture of the Middle Ages
an taught by ita best expomonts ooticipates, and s
Indlatingulehablo from, that “roligion for the servies
of bumanity” whish Chafrman Moo Tho-tung and our
own Mnhatamaji hove promulgated in this generation,
The rocinl srroganos which has beon one of tho chiaf
features of Western Eurepe and Americn ducing the
last threo conturies is n result of the temporary superio-
rity given to them by the cies of capitalism and copita-
lstio production. We canpot sllow curselves to ba
infsctod by the sams disonse, We stand not for the
nubatitution of ona dissrimination for another but for
the elimination of all diseriminations,
» . - -

The history of no country hos ony mesning oc
valuo excoph in the context of world-history, Mahmud
fs one of the outstanding festures of Medievel Ajsm
(nom-Arsb Asin) snd will be jedged for all times by the
sorvices he may bove ronderod to—or the haveo he
may have wrought en—the peopls concerned. The
historian, as such, has no comtry and no ereod, Ho
Iz & stodent of the whole of humanity, Ho must
inveatignte man's ‘dialectical march’ from religion to
religion, from country to country, snd from age to age
on the bosis of his cxpanding ideals, his improving toola
of production snd his developing soclal organisstions,
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Ll if the kindly roader thinks that be must form
his estimate of Sultan Mahmud on. & religissthoological
basis, I will venture to draw his attantion to two groat
nuthorities, whese religions orthodoxy at lssst cannot
be doubted,

Tmam Abul Pazl Baibagi was n junior officor of the
Boyal Betretariatin tha time of Sultan Mahmod ; dur.
ing tha reign of Masud, son of Mahmud, he became the
ssaistant of Abu Nasr Mishiakan, the Royal Scoretary
or Dabir; still later, when the Ghaznavide Enipire hod
contracted into & local kingdom with littls powsr or
prestipe, Balhaql rotired into privats life to pass hls
remnining days in devotionsand fn the somposition of
tha thres volumes of his famous Tarikh-s dald Subuk.
tigin (Hutory of the Dynesty of Subuktsgin).  The retired
Ghznavide afficer was fearless in epaaking the troth and
we need not be surprised at the fact that only the third
wolume of his grost work, devoted to Sultan Masud,
hns wurvived. However, in this surviving wvoloms,
Tmam Bailwmgi writes :—

“Amir Masod called me in, "Weloome', he said, and
ordered the servant; Aghachi, to bring the bags. ‘Take

these’, ho said to me, ‘There are one thovsand gold:

pleces, each weighing o misgal In every bag. (A misgal
=13 drams), Tell Abn INasr that this is the gold which
my father (may God be plaased with him!) haa brought
fromhin holy ware (ghanes) in Indis; idols of gold wern
bmimm piross and melted (into ingots). It ia lawful
{hatal} property. During every journey they bring

ﬁmlﬁmﬂhpbin me o0 that, anyibing - T wish to-give

in chcity-maybe fom' mem}{kﬂif

211
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withont doubt, I hear that Abul Hazan, tho Qazl of
Rust, and bis som, are facing denparate povertyi they
aooept nothing from anybody and have very littls to
live npon, Give ons bag to the father snd e to the
pon, #o that they may be able to live in affluszce on
Inwful property and I may bave discharged in part my
obligation (to God) for the recovery of my haalth."

"I took the bags, brought them to Abu Nasr and
narrated evorything to bim. He thenked God and sald,
"Hia Majesty (Khudawand) hss given good orders, 1
have hoard that ot times Abul Hasan and hin son are
evon unobile to find 10 dirheams (copper coing). Abu Nasr
wonk inte his howso and the bags were taken with him.

“After aftornoon prayer.time (zoh) Abu Nosr sent
pomee one and called Qazi Abul Hasin and his eon. Thay
enme and Abn Nasr ccnveyed the Sultan's messnge to
tha Qazi. The Qazd cffered many prayers (for the Sultan)
and roplied; ‘This gift ls an hooour, I accept it and
give it bask. I cannot take it for the Day of Reckon.
Ing is near and I will not be nble to ronder an Aotount
for it. I will not pretend that I am not in great pead.
But since I nm contont with the little T bave, of what
nee i thin gold to mef®

" ‘God be praised,’ spid Abu Nasr, 'This gold bas
been brought by Bullan Mabmud from idel-tamplas
tbrough (the strength of} his eword; the idole have been
destroyed aod broken to pieess. The Commander of
the Falthful (i.e, the Baghdad Caliph) has considered
Its meceptance (by him) to be correct. Dub the Qaxi
will not acoept it [ j
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" Wiy the lifs of Hi Majeaty bo prolonged,’ the
Qazi ropliod, ‘hus tha tondition (fial) of the Commandey
of the Faithful is different from mine, Heis the ruler of
@ berritory.  Further, you Ehwajs (Abu Nasr) have been
with Amir Mabmud in his campaigns, T have nok.
Tt by not hagn revdaled {0 ma whetfer these eamperigng
oA0tre conduclid in accordames with fha traditions af the
Prophet (Blessing on him flor wet. Iwill on 5o eondj.
tion acoapt this gold or eny obligstions abogt gt

"If you do mob dooept it for yoursell,' gnid
Abu Nasr, ‘give i1 tg your pupils, to the deserving
Imiustakigging and to the durweahes,”

T know of no deserving persen in Bust ta whom
gold may be gives, Apg why should I place mysalf
In the position that white another person takea awny
the gold, I have to render an account for it on 4he Day
of Reckoning. Undar ng ciroumstances will T under.
take thia duty.’

"Abu Nasr turned to ghe gt 'Wou take your
sharg,’

* "May tho lifa of the great Khwajas be pralonged,

+ I am the wom of the pereon whe has just spoken and

have alao sbudied with him, If T hod seen him enly
for  einglo day and eame to kaow of hin spiritual
sminence (ahwal) and his wars of life, I would hava
considered it my duty to follow him all my Jifs, Byt
ihmr_'_l;un Wwith him for years, I am alsg, liko him,
afeaid of the aceotns T will have to rander on the Day
of Reckoning, ‘The meagre portion of worldly goods
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I possess i lowful 3 it jealso euffisient for me. [am
nok desirous of inoreasing it."

“i¥on two sre great sonln, May Allah give you
in nbundanes ' Khwaja Abu Naar replied. He wept
nnad gont thom back, He was very thoughtiul the reat
of the day and kept reflocting on the conversation.
Noxt dny ho wrote o letter to Amir Mosud explaining
the mituntion mnd retuned tho gold. The Amir wea
purprised.” (Persion fesf, p 056—38),

Tt wms not to be expected that the great Shaikh
En'di in his Gulistan, the most widely read of ol Persian
bouks, would eny anything shocking to the religious
consoionsness of his tima, And yet his estimato of
Makmud is low and, in fmet, eruel. " A Malik (ruloc)
of Khorasan saw in a dream,” Sa'ditells uva, "that
1he whele body of Bultsn Mahmud sofi of Subuktigin had
been dinintegrated and reduced to dost, But hit eye-balls
‘arere still rotating in thelr sockets snd looking around
them. The philesopbers failed to interprot the dream,
but a dursesh correotly interpreted it and'said: “Ho s
still gazing (in distraction) that his Ewmpire i in the
bapds of another.’ *  (Gulistan, Chapler J). Thers was
for @hnikh Sa°di and hin contemporaries no question of
Mahmud's services to Islam.' They were ot mombam
of the Indo-Turkish governing cluss of Dolbi and Daulnt-
sbnd, under whose wegis most legends sbout Soltan
Mabmud were manufictured. A very good exampla
are the imlnpnuihh stories wo find in the Fufub-us Salatin
of Teami. Tt i only when Telamio ideals wera suppres-
ped In order to manufacture Islam into a governing-class
cread that Mahmud could become ‘s religious here'.
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And the most impossible of modern imperialisms—the
-dream imperialism’ of the Pan-Tslamists—keeps that
fiction alive. The real Mahmud’, who certainly did not
deserve the stricture - of Sa’di, would have been as much
gurprised &t this fiction as his son was surprized at the
Qazi of Bust's refusal to accopt the gold of Indian tem-
ples as & royal gift.
An apology is due for my use of the word Ghaznin.
The exact term, Ghazni’ain—meaning the two cities on
either sido of the rivexr—is too complex for use in
English. ‘Ghazoi’ is a modern term and should he only
used for modern Ghazni, which ia a single city sur-
rounded by a moat-wall. ‘Ghaznah’is the Arabicised
form which our Persian historians do not use.
The first edition had no Index. I also considered
a list of authorities to be unnecessary. The kindness of
‘my young friend and colleague, Mr. Khaliq Ahmad
Nizami, M.A. has ensbled me to remove both these
shorteomings.

Badar Bagh,
Muslim University, Aligarh, Mohammad Habib.
. Deo. 22, 1951, :

b e B
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CHAPTER 1
THE MUHLIM WOLLD I¥ THE TENTH ORRTURY

“'Almost all athion] dootrines nnd religions croeds,”
aayn John Stuart Mill, “ars full of meaning and vitality
to those who originate them and to the direch disciples
of the originators. Their meaning continues to bo fult
in undiminished strongth, aod s perlinps brought ouk
into fuller consolovances, 52 long ae the mtroggls bnats
ta give the dootrine or oreed oo aecendancy over othor
oreeds. At last jboitber prevails, and becomes the
gonernl opinon, or its progross stops; it keeps possession
of the ground it has gulned, but vomss to sprond
further., From this time may be wsually doted the
doaline in the living power of the dootrine. For when it
has become o bereditary creed, wnd comes to ba recsived
pasaively, mot nctively—when the mind & no lenger
compalled, in'the eamo degree na st firsé, toexerciss
ita wital powers on the quistions which its bellef
present Locit, thers ia o progressive tendonoy to forget
all of the belief sxcapt thy fornularies, or Lo give il
o dnll and torpld nssent, ma if accapling it om trust
dispomsod with the necenalty of reallsing it In conscious.
noes,” .
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This weakening of spiritual zeal has shown fbeelf
in all religions at variows stages, and fa painfully obvions
in the history of Ialnm from the decline of the Abbasid
Caliphate in the ninth century to the Mongol conguoest
of Muslim Asis and the growth of mysticism in the
thirtsenth, It was o perfod of groat nchisvoments in
geience, literaturs and art, and the area of human
knowledge wone onlarged by scholara trained In the
philosophy of Piato and Aristotle. It was o period
of foverish political aotivity ; empires were established
and pulled down ; citles were founded apd dostroyed,
But it was o poriod of refinemont and éulture, of an
alluring, moterinlistic civilisation-—not of falth, The
migsionary zonl of the earlier Muslima hod svaporatsd
in tha mignal suocess it had achioved, and the oresd
that had come into the world for the elavation of the
lower classes wos being used am n bulwark for the
protection of vested jnterests and the continuation of
time-honoured abusea, OF hairsplitting theology thore
wos enough and to epare; and the sectarian fanaticism
which such tbrology excited discolours the nnnals
of many genorations, during which ‘orthodox’ and
‘bereties’ porsecuted and tortured each other with an
inbumanity they never displayed in thair denlings with
the non-Muslima, who were regarded as the honourable
- opponents of sn honpurable war. Islam had bocome
4 matter of costom end teadition wod o mosns for
procnting the salvation of the individual sonl. Tt was
oo longer 6 world.wide foree of democratio uphenval,
- People. proyed and fusted and read the Quran with dove-

tiom; they lived acoording to what they considersd ta bo
the truo interpretation of thi Imr;but the' vislon of o

7
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new heoven and o now earth, such as hod inspived the
Burnoonio invaders of Parnis, was totolly beyond theie
kem, They had loat theic proselytising fervour snd
warn content b0 kesp their oreed to thomsctves, Tha
boundarios of the Moslim world remained where the
Omaoyyad Caliphs bod lefé them, and no new countriea
or paoples were brought within the fold. And internally
slso the political, religions snd socisl unity of the
Muslim world was being gradually undermined by the
foroea of disintegration.

The idon that all purely Muslim popalations shonld
T be upder the smzerainty of the

1 -
-iLn}l. ]’."Ii“'ﬂl ‘:f an[qh i "h'f'm' from
the Caliphats, Muslim consciousness.  Navorthe.
lens tho Innds of the Caliphate were
too extonsive to bo povermed from w mingh cantm,
and in the course of the last two conturiea the politioal
and ndministrative power of the Caliph had geadually
declined, Loecal princes raised their hends and the
ordors of Baghdad cessed to eommand the implicit
obedisnce that had been yielded to “them in the good,
old duaya of Harnnor Rashid, Spain had become
independent ; a rival Caliphate had besn founded by
the Fatimide of Egypt ; and, nearar homea, the growth
of n pumber of ‘minor dynasties’ paralysed the Caliph'y
power in Irag, Porsin snd Turkestan. Yeb the moeal
preatige of the Caliph - in the ayos of his co-religloniat
wis immenss. He was the snooessor of the Erophet
and public seatimont regarded bBlm with deap respest,
He wea the fountain-bead of all political suthority
kings snd tribsl chiefi were in theory ubardinate Lo

s
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bim, mnd hin sanction alons could provide a legal basls
for their power. The maddest of political adventurers
would think many times before ho directly defied the
Caliph's sutherity.
Of the ‘*minor dynastles’ that jostled each other
in Tersin and Turkesian, the mont
Th minor dynas iy poreant snd powerful was the
Heuse of Samnn founded by Amir
Tamail Bamani in 911 AD. The Bamanids, with thele
capital at Bokhara, held an jnseoure sway over Traos-
Ozanla (Mowaraun Nabr) snd Khorasan, thelr power
baing nlmeat constantly defied by reballious gevernors
and insubcrdinate officiels, Beyond the Jazertes the
woconverted Turks nnd Tartars were roled by their
tribal chicfs, the most powerful of whom was the Khsn
of Knshghur. In Pastern Porsia the Shinite dynasty
of Buwaib, wilh ite capital st Ray, wes founded by
Faukouddonlah Daylami in 033 and gradually expanded
ita power in Traq till even Boghdad came within ite
grosp, The Caliph was loft to slumber in bis patnoo, ny
‘a vonerable phantom,’ while the Rowaihid roler
pesumed the powers and the title of ‘Commander-in-

Chiof* and dirocted ihe secular affaita of the capital,
The othér dynnaties are too many and too unimportant
"o b mentioned bere. Thoy were constontly st war
wﬂh each ather,

M if thin division of politieal powar wias not snough
.-"r to poralyse  tho energien of the
oliglons divi- " Puithful’, noute differonces on

TS - aueationn of dogme alio appeared
it 4 ntonsiyof bitergas which
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Mussalmans now living enn hardly realise.  The division
of Mussilmanas fulo Buonls and Shiss had some very
early, Tho Bhins olaimed that the Prophot's cousin and
non-in-lnw, Ali, should linvvs boon his immodiate successor
whila the Sunnls upheld the legalivy of the motual
erder of suscessicn—Abu Bakr, Omar, Usman and Al
But this politieal difference slowly developed into
difference of o more fundamental nature ; and Shisfam
became the Feraing interpretation, se sgninst Sunniam
or the Arob interprotation, of the Prophot's toash-
fngs.® As yob, however, tha difference betwesn the
Eunnie nod the mein body of Shise wee nob so

: ® The point roguires some sluckdetion. The greal ruli-
glonn of e world may be divided into two groupe—the Bemltio
{Judainm, Chrintianity nad Ialam) and the Aryan (Himluism,
Jalninm snd Duddhims). Droadly apeaking, Semith: religions
§ive mors importancs to the ethical, bnd the Aryven religions to
the metaphysionl, napact of falth. Kow afior the Arab conguost
of Peraia, the Porsinea nadurnlly interpeated the now falth in the
light of their alroady axisling motaphysios] comcoptions whish
they lnrgnly shared with the Hindus, Oue of ta mesd important
of thess waa the ides of inoarnstion. the apposrance of the
Suprore Deing in & huan form, Bvery roligion hda felt the
necossity of Anding somo means of inferooursn botwoemn the ronl
ond the semaible werld, Tn Talem the angel Gabeiel brings the
mesange of tho ono world to the other. Aryan religions excplain
It by & marion of inonenations hy whish tha Ceeator cemea to tosch
the lnw to the created. In the extrome forms of Bhisism, s highly
Aryanissd futerpretation of Ialam, the Proplots sod the Imams
Leaomie Divine Incarnationa, o balief whish the artbodox commider.
od to be idontios] with idolstry. And yet o peieri Bhinizm nncd
Bunnfem must b considered squelly valid interprolatioon of n
cograen falth [ ner ie s possible o give sny valid meson -hx
(Centinued)

e
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noote o it pftorwards became | one eack shaded off into
nnothor by insensible gradations ; it was difficult fo any
where Sunnism eoded and Bhisism began, and many
perscns then Hving would have found It hard to decide
ta which seat they rally balopged,  But the most bitter
animisity prevailed botween tho ‘orthodox'Sunnis end the
axtrome wing of the Shinites, who belisved in only ‘soven’
out of the ‘twalve' Imams of Bhialsm, and were gonarnlly
known a3 thoe ‘heretlos’ (mulakidah), This extremo

tho Arab outlook on life should bo s grestor eensonanse with
Realily bhan the Iorsjan,  Abother Indo-Aryan deolrinn waa
*maniem’ the ballel whish rogneded all oxistencs ne the emana:
tion of one Baing nnd all change an tha ovidense of & Oomule
Purposs. T bhe Bemitio conseplion of law on s meternal som.
mand, the Aryars had oppesed the beliof that low woa an Innnr
sapiration of thosonl lwall, What b lmewn & Tasewira) (Mualim
syathelem) I8 Talnm interproted in the light of Indo-Faruisn
maminm, in whinh God cessen o ba o being extornal & the fndivi-
dunl sl bnw i8 no longsr w command imponod freem withonl,
Muslin tnystios have always olaimed thai thair doctrinds e
batod on the Quran and rightly so, however unpalstable wch o
oonleslen may sppesr b0 thoss whe magine that = religion can
. long exint without developing o sysbom of metaphymica. Tog i
eantention of the Muslim mywtios in quite compatilio with the fsd
thind tha develop t of myniininm in Talnm wan maindy the work
of Fernisn thinkers, who were slooped in thn donéring of Toonbem;
i skt b fte matuze form tho toachings of Frrewmmy nen broadly
ihe anrne o the philosophy of the Noo-Pintonista aod the Trpa.
.nigadn,  Thuy Talnm interproted in the lght of the Tnearnnklan.
' {An kns given s Shkinism, which in it orthodox form olaims thak
Al didulet have boen the find Caliph and in e harntieal phass
‘namarts. Kim - and the Imame to be Divine Incornntiors, whils
inbarpreted i $he Light-of Aryan savnlen, i6 Las bod th Farosany,
thi. finest achievement of mmhu gemiun in the roslm of

thuoght, e
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wing, though divided into many groups, of whom the
Ismallis of Arabin and the Carmathinns of Multan
were most notorions, wea unified by o common hetred
of the Bunnls owing to the punishment which tho Istter
inflicted on ‘heretics’ In general, without trring to dis-
tingnieh betwoon one kind of heresy and wmomother.
Their great dogmatis fault, from the erthodox view-
point, was tholr belief In the'Frophet's Fomily ps m
Divine Incarnstion. Bub every specien of wvioo wan
nttributed ko them ; and it was thair supposed moral
charactor rather then theie actual religions beliefs that
exoitad the frantio intolaranes of the orthodox. They
worn peopsod of permitbing ineest and  of legalising
murringes within prohibited degrees ; they weeo blamed,
and with mora truth, for pesarting to assaminniion na o
political weapon and of, trying to eatablish & heretical
hisrarchy in plaoe of the soculnr state. A ‘horotic’ was
flnfn wherever he was found ; but simpls death, o o
rale, wos conaldered too mild o punishment, and the
‘beretie’ who escaped being torn to pieces by infuriated
mabs, wna pub to death by the governments with the
most revolting tortores that tha mind of man conld
invent, To this insensate perscoution the ‘heretica’
replied with weapons which are slwaye in the hends
of o determinad minority, They formed goeret sociction
whioh eonld not be unearthed by the elumsy spy-aystem
of the states and thele propagandists (daiy) in varicus
digguises ponetrated into every corner of the Muslim
world, Growing yob boldér, they eatablished the rival
Caliphats of Egypt, captured the Holy Flacos snd
romoved the Black Stone from the sacred temple of
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goards were appointsd to watch over the safety of
kings ; Turkish slave.girle intrigued in reyal harems ;
sod wlowly, but surely, Turkish adventurers shouldored
out the Persinns from all placts of military command,
By the middla of the tenth century the revolution
wan complete, and the Turks had taken uwp among the
Mussalmans s poaition broadly slmilinr to that of the
Eshattrivas ameng the Hindus, That enly a Turk
sbould rule & Muslim land or lead its semics on the
flold of battle was oonsidered by the crdinery oitizen
80 immutable precept of political morality. OF the
dynasties that have ruled Muslim Asis from the tenih
to the eighteenth century, an over-whelming majority
b belonged to the Torkish stock.*  Administrs-
tive posta were still left to the Fersiana and they had an
exaluslve monopaly of art and ltersture, for which the
Turks mever showed much aptitude. A Porslan was
not rogarded me s sudrs or treated ns & member of the
subjeot race ; his function in the state was different, but
kin nooin] status wos a3 bomoursble as that of the Turk,
Nevertheless Torkish military predominence had ite
darker aide ; the govornment of even the most tolarant

* Ome of grestest of historioal errors i dhe  prevabusb
opinian that the kings of Medioval Indin wers Pakhans, Th was
- eriginntod by General Briggs, the most stupid of trenslaters and
thssnont peduntie of Ristorisna, Barring the nou-descript Khiljly
';i_lﬁmhnznlﬂﬂmfm the Turkish stcok, except tha
- Byed mumau.-n Tha Bultans of Ghaznin sl Ghor, fe
Kings. the Tughbage and the Great Moghuls all belonged ta

vk Mergollan face.  An Afghan king in Afghanisten oven
would Bave bess ik anamoly bofore the days of Almad Shak

k-
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Turkish rulore seemed to koop the mailed fist in resarve;
and Persian genios, compolled to oocupy & stcondary
plaoe in polities, found an outlet for ita ezecgies in
orgnniving  religioun  agitation aguinet the ortbedox
Turka,




CHAPTER II
CABEER OF SULTAN MAHMUD

In 602 A, D, Abdul Malik, the Sumanid king of
Bolthara, died and his brother and

Alptigin, umcle both claimed tha throno,
Alpligin, the governor of Ehorssan,

was consulted by the nobles of the sapital apd advised
in favour of the uncla ; but before his messenger renchs
ed Bokhars, the common oonsent of the mobles had
rised Manmur, the brother of the deconsed mongarah,
to tho throne, Realising that ho had hacked the wrong
borse, Alptigin aoted with loyalty and  disorstion,
Leaving Khorasan to its logitimate rular, the Bamanid
king, bo marched to Ghamin wish his personal retainers,
fdrove out its ruler, Abu Bakr Lowik, nnd frostrated
T Manaur's attempta to dislodge bim from his gow prin.
A S sipality, Alptigin died in 080 AT, aftor & prosperons
: . eeign of eight years during which his general Subuktigin

b t ._E Ak the Indian frontier, Ho wis gnooend.
#on, Abu Tshague, who died befors he bad
q_yu‘i, After him thres of Alptigin's
| wore rwised one after anothor o the
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throne, The frat, Billatigin (BED—07T), was n plous
and brave man, bub his snocessar Piray (077) turned
out to be ' great villain' nod was deposad In favour
of the famous Bubuktigin
Amir Naslrnddin Subokbigin had been for soveral
. yoarn the most prominént man in
Subulktigin, the lingdom when the peoplo,
‘quite sated with the villsinios of Piroy,' placed him
on the throne in 877, He oradiontod the foundations

*Bama hivtorinng hnve iguerod, whils sthors have deaed, tha
oxintonon of Hillmbigln and Tivay, Their reigns are, hewever, prove
el by thely coln und tho most reliablo ohronioles rofor b0 Elsam,
A groab confunion provails nn ta dates, Colonsl Eaverty, aftor
o umnpessnelly arrogant eritisien of Minhajus iraj, Blven tho
foltowing dntes of the INijri Bra 1 Alpiigin (022-302), Abu Tahngus
(302-353).  Bilkatigin (354-368), Piroy (302-507).. Al mother]-
tioa nro mgreadd in declasiag 307 an the yonr of Sabukiigin's acns.
alon, bub & letls refleation would bave. shown the estecmnbia
Colonal thnt hin othor dutes wars proposteroum. Abdal Malik disd
in 860, and Alptiging wha way governar of Khorpsan in tha
reign of thot mensrch and nonquered Ghammin after Abdil Malily
death, sould not have relgned i Gharnin from 893 o 353, The
dote of the eonmuest of Glsmain in 381 nooording bo kha faidd
tendimony of Minkafus Siraj, Tamdullabh Muostews and Ferinhin,
Tho quontion romains—how divide the yoore 351 t0 907 bolwesn
e four reigns ' Hamddallsh Mastawil and Forlahta give alztos
Foors to Alpligin and mma ta Abo Ishaque. Ham Ehiy fgrera
Bilketigin and Firey who have b0 ba noccmmodeiad, Tn mpite
of the eritioiam of his tranalator, Minhnjus Sice] given the rmesh
rakionnl aooount—Alptigin, § yeany Inhaquo, 1 yeas; Hilkntigin,
14 yonrs; and Piroy, 1 year, From this I god the yeors of ths
Chrintisg ore given abave. Tho corresponding ' dates for tha
Eamunid Kings, on the testimeay of Minhnjne Sitaj and Hund.
ullals Mustawil, are s Abdnl Malik bin Huh (243300, Mansar hin
Hub (250-808), Nub bin M (168-247),
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snd Jaipal promised o milllon dirkams and ffty
olephants to the enery who hed retained his . aotivity
in the intense eold.
But in the safety of Laloro Rai Jaipa! forgot the
promise b hod mode, and Sobuk-
I Mi Im.i::::ij:ﬂ tigin's envays, f.fmt.ﬂld of receiving
of Lamnghng npd 10e promized tribute, found them.
Pesbuwor, solves in prison. “I will not re-
lonse these men", Jaipal declared,
“anless Bubulibigin sete free the bostages he has taken
from me." The tonsequence was snother war,  Bubul-
tigin retalinted by plundering Lemoghan and Jaipal
sppealed to his brother Rais, who responded to the eall,
The rulers of Delhi, Ajmere, Ksnnouj und Kalnnjar sent
bim mon and - money, and thus strongthened he ones
more marched to the Lamoghan valley with a hundred
thousand horse aad soldiers beyond all computation, The
battle which followed demonstrated tha futility of an
unmanageabls orowd. Bubuktigin wors out the patience
of the Indians by attacking them ropoatedly with picked
bodies of five hundred horso ; snd after a desperate
onslsught in which ‘swords sould not be distinguished
from wpears, man from olophontsand heroes from cow-
ards', drove them pell-moll back o the Indus, Lamaghan
sod Peshawar fell into the honds of the viotor,
Bubuktigin established hin tax-oollectors over the
vonquered territory and garrisoned Peshawar with two
~ thoueand men,
- Bome twelve or thirtean years after theso events,
iaatiiten e 8 Tift in the Bamanid kingdom
mw 5 opened the doar Lo » more important
sequisition, Abn Ali Bimjur, the
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governor  of Khorasan, and Fuig, an unseropulou
politician experionoed fn such business, rebelied againai
the Bumanid king, Amir Nub, a respeolable nonentity ;
snd Nub appealed to Subuktigin for help, The
Inttor came to the sssistance of his overlord with
an alacrlty thot should bave wade Amir Nuh phuse,
Hubuktigin and Mubmuod orushed the robols in »
fiprca battlo before Herat, and as o reward for this
loyal servioo, Mahmud wan sppointed governoe of
Khorasan in 004 AD. and he eatablished himeaelf at
Nalsbopnr. The finest provines of Perals thus
beonme for all praskionl purposss o part of the king.
dom of Ghaznin, Tho glory of the victory remained
with Amir Nub; its frults with his ollies. Tt was
oot Mahmud's principle to pive back what had
onee come within his iron graap.

Amir Subuktigin died in Balkkh in 007 AD, aftar
A rign of twenly years, and in
G e AP g i Ko won,
Tamnil, was placed on tho throms. But Mahmud waa
not prepared to be ousted by his younger brother,
ond Jsmall wae unwilling to ngree to o rensonsblo
compromiss.  The consequence was  oivil  war
Mahmud marched aguingt Ghagnin from  Nalsbapor
while Ismail hurried to protect it from Balkh,
The two brothers mel pesr the capital. Mahmupd's
chorge broke Inmail's centre and the ‘iron.hearted
oword wopt tears of Mlood over tho fate of warlike
men’. Ismnil was Imprisonsd in & fort of Jurjan
and provided with all the requisites of o come
fortable axivtenoe,
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The new Amir, who nsoondod the thrope b the
1 ege of thirky, wes destined to wsur

Amir Mahmud— .- his conbam:
peraonality and prise., ipd '“’Wh s p:r-
oharctar, nries with the hrillisnce of lis
ackievements ond to eatablish »

phort-Jived empire exbending from (ke Panjab to the
Caspian and from Ssmorksnd to Ray. Ever aluce the
decling of the Abbesid Caliphate, mén of &mall imagina.
tipges-and amall means hod been striving for o supremacy
totally beyond their reach, TIn Mabmud the long
sxpected bero soomed bo hava arcived. The privces of
Pearsia and  Turkestan tremblsd ot his name, amd
Bubuktigin's mystic dream of & tree rising oub of his
firv-plage and overshadowing the werld was reulised,
But contemporaries wers too dazzled wilh the geniua
of the man, who never Tost & battle doring forty yeam
of ceaselens warfore, to dissover the fmpermoneneo of
his work, To posterity, on the other bond, Mahmud
booame o Jogend and & nwme. Latter.dsy fanntics
have loved to porteay bim ms o boro after thalr own
hearts—the ‘Haly Warrlor' in the ‘Path of the Lord'
in whoss footateps all pious Muslim kings should aspira
totrend ; and morallste of & different Lype bave Leld
him up w3 sn example, not of righteonsness but of
personal greed, of tho avarice (hat olings to wordly
: pnmmn ‘8o Iaboricusly won, fo precariouly held,

mhw.t-hl_v loat’. ¥et the nstute, wine-loving Sultan
! ofihngnin wns neither the one nop the other, Far
[ frotp being & misionary, be was not even a fanatie,
~ fk thionghi like & clever man with a clear eye to his own

| prefity ho-fought with Hindos and Mussalmans alike
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for the extension of hiz BEmpire. DBub if his faith nover
| 'rone to the helghte of o sublime passion, nelther did his
| Btinginess amount to o dissasy, He did oot gloat over
'Ihju hoaeds like & miser but kept them intact for the
\finanein atability of his government.

The gift of n commandiog personallty bad been
demiod to Mohmud, Ho was s man of mediom beight
with woll-proportiened limbs, but the small-pox marke on
his fson deprived him of all oxtornal benuty nnd grace,
Tt & pnid that on geeing his foce in the mirror onoes bo felt
vary dejested. “Looking ab the faca of kings is balleved
to etrangthen the oye-sight of men he remarked to
lis woazir, *bub o foos such as mine will prabably fojurs
the onlooker’s eye' “Not one in o thousand sess
your face," the quick witted Wasir roplied, “but your
maral quolitics affect thom all. Strive in the path of
virtue and wou will be loved by all” Mahmud was
no pahilwrn; feats of parsonal prowess wers bevond bl
strongth, though his frame bore oll the hardships
outailed by his continuous sampaigne, Bub he did nob
subject himsell to more dipoomforts on his enmpaigns
thon was absoletely nooessnry, and hia trovelling camp
gurprised bis subjests by ite splendour. Heo was top
good & general to endunger his pemonsl safely by
needless herolsm ;  npovertheless, when the oocasion
required, bo meunted an slephant and plunged beavely
ino the thickest of the epemy lives. His unguestioned
supromaay over bis fellow.men wos dus o the  guolities »
of the mind—ike peuntenoss with which ba niesvelled
n oomplicated eituation and read the character of thoss
pround him, the restless aotivity of a man determined

e
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to be great combined with the Instinotive behavione
of ooo born to command, A king had to be reservad,
but Mabmud nover cast off the wveil even bafere hin
aoost intimate companions, Hoe bad no favourites iy
etata affuirs,  The play-things of bis Ide hours wors nok
allowed to meddle in mattors teo Ligh for thelr mder.
standing, The devetlon with which ho wan porved by
hia officers did pot oveke an equnl onfidence on Lis gide,
Evon townrds his sll but Indispensnbla toneir, Lha
great Khwajn Abmed bin Hasan Maimnndl, his atdituds
was one of distant respect. The smaller fry wara
maore pawne on the chess-board  whom the mastor.mingd
maved hither and thither ab will.

The Bultan's permonnl faith, as distinet from tha
poliey of hie gevernment, {5 o mallor of inloresting
speculation. Contamporary gossip aredited him with a
disbelief in the Day of Tudgment and in tha Tradition
(Hadis), dear to tha Muslim priests of n) ages, “that the
soholnrs (ulama) are the succomsars of tha prophota, '«
The sppearanc of the Holy Prophet in & draam Wik gakd
to bovo put his mind 4t rest; and Mabmud, ke most
Muslim kings, never failed to pay o vielt to saints of
renown, though with the cxception of Bhaikh Abul

. Haesan Ehargoni nomd 8etme o have influonced hig
« = deeply: But his outloak on life was essentially sscular,
& Hin mind war alea cloaded by & dirk Mipinion that
. L wiun nok hiy real fathor, Whils returning 1o hia paiaon
o St e i gld e to o g s
wha n B shw readling in the it of o #hap, S
i Ak L\ﬁ@hﬂ- ppeated Lo him i o dream hat

Bliss i etk 10 iy fds na o e
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and be wns too conselons of his position as (he hend of
tha atate to nllow priesthood to becoms aupremo,  Hig
perscoution of the 'heretios, apert from the pressing
demand of the ‘orthodox’, may have been dus to hig
conviption that their ‘immaral’ dootrines would shake
the foundationg on which Muslim #ocioky waa based :
and greod for money and power, not mo enlightened
v desiro for the spread of Islom, was the motive of his
Todian compaigne., A desp and {nepiring faith in the
ane and the unsetn God, Mahmud cortainly bnd, nod it
brooght him the consclstion he needed, Apart from
that, it woold be eafo to nesume that he chared tha
rationolistic tendencies of bis friend, Abmed Hussin
bin Mikal (Hasmak), who refpsed to believe in any
mystifging nonsense, and the firmnoss with which ha
peatested Hasnnk from the Caliph's wrath confirma
this view. The private lifo of the Sultan cortainly shows
him to be anything but the paragon of virtus idelised
by Muslim fanstice, He was morally nelthor better pop
warse than most of the prinees who preceded npd
followed him, He shered their fondness for war spd
wing and women as well ns thair approcistion of pootry
and musio. Ho wos not above guarrelling with his
officers for the possesion of Turkish slaves, and seandal,
which may or may mot be true, eredited bim with
ilogitimate children® Bob the prime concern of the

4 Ahmed Winltign, Commandsr-ipChist of Lahare in
Manod's reign, wos considored Lo be nn iliegitimate son of Moh-
md, *Peopls omed 6 tell stocies nbout his bisth, his mothss
and Amir Mokmod. There was oertainly o friedly rolation
batwenn the king and hin mother—but Goad knows the trugh"
{Falbogl, £ &L, Voo i, o 123), -
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historian ia not the private Ufs of Mahmud bub e
oharactar nnd voloe of bis work.
Amir Nuh of Bokhara died in the ssme year as Subuk-
tigin. His son, Mansur, appolnted ene
Eod of the Begtusun governor of Khorasan, and
Bamanid King- while Mohmud waa Oghting with Ts-
dom, mail, Bogluzun established himselfat
HNuishnpur. Mahmud's protests wero
digregarded, and whon he marched on Naishapur, Mansur
hastened to dofend it. Mahiud was more than s match
for the Bsmanid king but he refrained from pushing
matters to extromes on accomnt of the Bleme that
would sttach to him for defying his overlord. Bub an
fate would hove it, Begluzon, feined by the evor-mis-
chievons Fuliy, captured and blinded Mansur and pluced
hiz brother, Abdul Malik, s boy of tender years, oo the
Homanid throne, Mahmud's hands wors now fres, He
dlanred Kharasan of the enemy and Abdul Malik fled
to Bokhars, But I-lak Ehan of Kashghar, who bad boan
watching the oonrde of evanta from bayond the Jaxartes,
morched on Bokhara and put the Samanid kingdom to an
endin 0004, D, Tlak Ehan and Mahmod congeabulsted
gachiother and divided the-Ssmenid kingdom betwean
themselves with the Oxus s the boundary line, Thin
politionl allianca was cemented by & family allisnoe and
* ke interoourse of the two kingdoms resulted in the
il —rmmlhn of n large pumber of Tartars to Istum,

A&m the mdnl‘ yoar 900 A.D. Mohmad, tha
Hlrat N lind vidler Lo be credited with the title of Sulfan,
|| pocsived s Tobe of konowr from the Caliph with tha title
AM nmi ‘meéﬂwhh,.ﬂlmulmﬁ

1.'|.
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in the place of the Snmanids, his former overlords, in
direot aubardination to the Callph, and recogubed the
duties of hin new position by taking s vow to wage &
['Holy War' againt the Hindus every year. Though
he invaded India only seventesn times ln the thirty
years of lifo yet Joft to him, it must bo acknow-
ledged that the vow was fulfllled in the apirit in which
It waa made.

{1) In 1000 A.D. Mahmnd crossed  the TIndisn
frontior bul rotrestod nflar capluring
{1) Fremtier towns  n fow forts,
(100,

(2] Next yoar (1001—1002) ha moved sgain sod
pitched his tents before Peshawar

(%) Peshawar with ten thousand herse while Ral
and Waikind Jaipal marched against him with
(1001-100£). twelve thousand hoess, thiety thous.
and fook sod three hundeed aleph.

ants. On 285th November, 1001, the armios fell on
anch other and 'did justioo to their traditions of warlike
conrage.™ But Bei Jeipsl wes captored with fifleen
royal princes and five thousand Hindus died on the
battle-field. Mabmud morched oo and enptured Juipal's
capital, Waikind (or Und), wheee some Hindus had

& Wintor waa the cumphigning seison ko India.  Maboad
genarally left Ohaspin o astema (Le. the snd of the rainy
noason), -and efter spending the winter in Indls, relurned o
Glaznin by the beginning of tha summer. Hia eampnigns,
consecuantly, have to bo indiested by two yeam of the Chri-
tfan o,
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oollscted together for a second bastl®  Jaipsl and
other priscners wers relecsed on payment of tributa,
but the defoated Rai, In eonformity with the cusbom
of his people, tramsforred his kingdom to Anandpal
and ended his lifo on o funeral pyra,

(3) Dwuring the next two years Mahmud was busy
with the western sifaira of his king.

(8) Biji Roiof dom and the conquest of Siestan. In
Bhera  (1006— ths sutumn of 1008 A.D, o crossed
10407}, the Indus for the first time and
appoared bofore Bhern on the banlk of

the Jhelum., Biji Raiof Bhors, who possessed ‘alephanty
headstrong ns Satan’ and had never cared to pay hom.
nge ithor to Bubuktigin ar Jaipal, eame cnt of the fort
and offored battle. The struggle comtinned desperstely
for throe days and the condition of the Muslim army

became critical, But on the fourth day, after the battle.

hind raged indecisively from morning to noon, desperats
charge lad by Mahmud in porson broke the Hindu venire
and Biji Boi fled to the fort with his broken columna,
Mabmud sat down to besicge it The Rai, ‘a proy to
perplexity and fonr,’ fled from the fort at night, but was
surrounded by o number of Mahmod's soldiess sod
eacapod an inglorions captivity by plonging o dagger
into his broast, Tho olty of Bhers and ity dependent
territory was sonexed to the Obozsavide empirn nnd

i ki
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Mabmud returned with two hundred and eighty elaphanta
and othor spoils.®

(4) The provineo of Sindh, conguered by Mohum-
mad bin Qasim in the beginning of

{4) Tirab inva- the eighth eeotury, had beon com-
plon  of Multan verlnd to the Carmathinn beroay
(1004—1005). about s contury before Mnohmud,
Aooording to the idens of tho age

‘heretios' ware s worthy objesta of Holy War an
‘unbaliovera’. Shailh Hamid Todi, ruler of thoe Tpper
Bindb, bad lept Subuktigin pleased with ocoasions
presante but his grandson, Abal Fath Dand, left the
cantions palicy of his predecsssor. Tearing that the
fall of Bhora would leave Multin open to Mahmud's
attaclk, hemads an inaffectunl attempt to como to Biji
Mai's nealstance—"an not totally beyond the bounds of
" propristy and roason.’ Mahmod connived ab it for
timo but next year (1005-1008) he marched ona holy
campaign  against the Carmathian Daund. Daud in
desporation nppoalsd to Anandpal, son of Jaipal, and
Ansndpal mads & bold attampt to block Mahmud's
progroas. Dut Malmiud, not unwillling to obtain ‘two
paradises’, turned aside to fght the Hindu before
‘he strudk at the ‘heretis’. Anandpal's offcers were
driven back, the Rai himself was pursned owver *hill
ond dale’ up to the Oheoab nnd the path to Multan

S4Behen Tins on tho west Bank of tho Jhehem, under the
Balt Range. TIi boars svidond mordm of groab aobiquity, aed
han on tha oppoaits pide of tho rlver the oxboneive soine of
Bururin, above Akmuidsbad, which strilo overy beheldes with
anboninhment™, (£ &3 Pl g, rea)
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wag elanred, Daud, who was in no condition to fght
an open battle, ehut himeelf op in the fort, and after &
ainge of eeven dayes promised to recant from  his heresy
to the religious lnw (sharia) of the erthodex and te
poy on nnnual tribute of 20,000 dirkams, Bub the troaty
was hardly oconoloded when Mahmud heasrd of the
dangor threstening his capital and morohod back in
desporate haste to protect the home-lands of his emplee
from the Esstern Turks,
T-lak Khan and Mabmuod hsd mads an allisnce n
999 AT, on the basis of an squitable
L-lnk Khnn's division of the Samanid kingdom.
invasion of Kher- But this did not prevent the Khan
sean—Battle of from onsting longing looks oo the
Balkh. fortile lands on the other side of
the Oxua. Tn J0MM-—L008 AL when Mabmud was
away at Multan, Ll Ehan found bis oppoctunity.
He overran Khorasan and Balkh, and Arsalan Hajib,
Mubmud's governor of Hearat, was foreed to withdraw
o Ghngnin, But the simple-minded Llal had oaloulot.
od without the hoat, Mahmud reappeared at, Ghaznin
long before he wea expected; his boundlass energy
rovived the failing cournge of bis officers; the army
wis rearganistd with remnrkable speed; and Muhmud
it faded the Invader with a powarful foros noar Balkh,
 Tho careful way in which Mahmud nttended to the

i :E. wuﬂﬁ of hin mll.l'mnl shows tha tarror bis opponent

el Ab firib the Turkish attack peamod to carry

v ity but in the end the Ghasnavides, led by
- succesded In driving the  cpomy
"-#nrmﬁ m«m mmy for two

rTI- 5
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atapns, bot the severity of the winter made a compaign
in the desolate region of Trans-Oxanin impossible,
while nn unexpected rovolt drow his attention to Indin
QRS more,
{6} Ehera was the only territory Malmuod possess.
ed om the eastern mids of the Tndus.
(6} Bukhbpal While raturning from Multanhe bad
(1005, asaignid Lho governorship of Bhera
to Sulthpal (Howasn Shah), a son of
Annndpal who bad bean converled to Islam. Beeing
Mohmud absorbed in o deadly steoggle with the Turks,
Sukhpal returned to the fulth of his ancestors and drove
awny Mobmud's officers,  The Soltan atarted for Bhera
after tho battle of Ealih, but befors he could resch the
scene of ackion, the frontier emirs captured Bulkhpal
and brought him caplive to the royal cawmp. He was
forced to give up the 400,000 dirkams he had acoumu.
lnted and waa imprisoned for life.

{6) Thestrategical importance of Bhers explains tha

j rebollion of Snlchpal ns well as Mal.

{8) Anandpal mud's anxiety to recaptore it bafore
and the Hindu it could bo gurriscned by astrong
Confederpoy— Indinn foree. From bis footing on
Begond battdo of the Jhelom he oould strike sither
Waikind: Nagar- st Multan in the south or at Anand.
kot (1008-1000), palin the cast, Multan was lying
progtrate ot his feet but not mueh

was to be got oub of that poor andiharnssed kingdom,
The gatss of Hindustan were in Anandpal's possession,
Mohmud's rolstion with that prives were olready
girained, Anoodpsl cherished «the ‘hitterest hatred'

P
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townrds the Mueealmans ever since the eaplurs of hie
son, Sukbpal, st Peshawar (1001-1002), His attempt
to provent Mahmud's march on Multon hod furnighed
the Iatier with o teohinioal causo for deolaring war, bot
when Mabmud woe fighting with his baslk to the wall
sgaloat the Kushghar army, Avandpal sent him &
beroic offor of nisistanca in o spirit which won the
approbation of the philosopher, Alberuni., T have
jemrned, " ran Anandpal's latter, “that the Turks have
rebelled againgt you nnd nre sprending in Khorasan,
I wou wigh, T ehall came to you with 5000 horsemen,
10,000 foot scldiers, and 100 elephants, or, if you wish,
T ahall eend you my son with double the oumber. Tn
poting thue, I donot sposuleto on the impression this
will make on you, I hove beon conguered by you and,
therofore, 1 do not wish that another man should
conguer you,"  The impression oreated by the letter
mny, none the lees, bave had a ehare in maintaining
pease for the next three years, But so long ne Anand-
pol remained strong and Independent, & permanont
peace between him and Mahmud was impossible, The
Bultsn bad ss yei- only tonched ibe frings of & contd.
nental eountry, aml the spoils he bad obtained wers
inslgnificant, Beyond the Butlej lay the templea to

| which generationa of pious Hindus bod dedicated thair

wealth, Tt was necossary for Mabmud  to striks down

. Anandpal, if be was over to posiess himself of the

- teeamures of the Punjab and the prosperous Trans.

_H:da plain. - Conversely, the Rais of Hindustan
ot [l to recognise the importance of Ansndpal

‘ﬁ'ﬁww and- the ammﬁliu[dmn
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of Ghoznin, Bolong s the struggle had boon waged
beyond thoe Indus, they could afford to look on unean.
corngd wnd leave the Rai of Tahoen to proteat his
non-Tndian subjects. The arroganea of Biji Rai mada
them indifforent to his fote, nor did anyons, save
Anandpal, foal it his doty to coma to the halp of the
Multan ‘herotios.' Dot now the delogs that ‘tock no
neoount of heights and depths’ bad reached theic saored
frontiera and was throatening to put an ond to their
fratrinidal warfure, thale Josal independence nnd their
snnalent case.

The importanoe of the strugghs was well nnderate od
on both sides when Mahmud marched sgaingt Anand-
pol s the end of the rainy season, 1008 AD. Apand-
pol appeslad to the other Rafs and their response
eartainly showed that the national spicit of the country,
thovgh discrganiaed, wos nob dead. The ralers of Ujjain,
Gwalior, Kalanjar, Kannauj, Delhi pnd Ajmore march.
ed to the Punjab with their troops, Halp eame from
overy gide, Even 'the infidel Galdchars' srowdid under
Ampndpnl's banner, A patriobio bresza awept over the -
towns nod bamboty of Hindustan oalling its wen to arma,
‘Hindn women sold their jewela and sent the monsy
from distant parts to ba nsed ngainet the Musalmane,’
Their poorar slsters, who had no jowsls to eall, worked
fevariphly at the ‘spinning-wheel or &8 hired libonrers to
be abla bo sand something to the men'of the army,
Al that -exaities & nation to heroio desds was thers —
the presarvation of an andient and  over-living civilisn-
tion, the saored temple and the no less sacred hearth,
Vet the patriotle spicit of the people wes paralysed y,)
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purpicions erented by years of aivil war; the Rals wers
doubtdful of oach other'a intentions and their followers
shered theie doubta, Anandpal was important enough to
take proosdence but not strong enough to fssue orders,
nod the Tndian army wes directed by no single oom-
mander ¢n the fleld of battle, But discipline reigned
gupreme in the eamp of the warcior-siatesman of
Ghaznin. Hin troops, more raclally heterogenous than
tho citipen:mab opposed to them, bad been wolded into
ono by years of oontinuous compalgning; end wnlike
their Fajput opponents, they kuew their master and
wore mot liable to panio. Even so the sealos hung
evanly.

Apendpal marched brovely to Wailind (Und) with
tho Jargost Indian army Mahmud was ever destined Lo
facs, The Bultan, whose extracrdinary intuition naver
plaved him false, saw that the Indinns would ‘fight "
with devotion' and was moro cautions than veunl, He
dug o trench on both sides of his oamp, and reloctant
to begin the engagement, sat facing the enemy for
forty daye. Bub hourly the strengih of the Indisg
army inoreased with new reinforoemeants, and Mabhmud,
afraid Jest further delay should esable Anandpel to
overpower the Chaznavide velerans through sheor

. foroe of oumbers, senh forward o thousand archers o i
(commence the engngement, Bub almost immedintely !
’Hh’ﬂhﬂihm wera lirown into disorder by thicty |

'Jwﬁumﬂmwh”mimmmfm .;
: ‘thi trandbin in the firet stback, broke into the ]
*Eides, and falling on the Muslim
umh ‘nﬁlﬂuﬁm <oursgo, eub down men sad

s A o
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horse, so thab in the twinking of an eve throo or four
thousand Musanimans bad tasied the wine of martyr.
dom.” Mahmud wes desperately trying to clenr his
cump of tha Gukkhars when o whim of tha god of
battles decided the atrupgle in his favour, Anandpal’s
vlephant, frightensd by the explosions .of naphtha, fled
away from the fleld of battle and the Indiin soldiers
oonoluded this to ba n base desertion of their onuse by
the 'premier king of Hindnatan'. A penoral rout ensued,
and the Chagoovides pursued the flying enemy for
two days and niphts, The Indian losses wers nob
more than eight thousand, bat the phonomencn of &
multitadinous army breaking up from eheer lack of
intornnl cobeaion and fying awsy before an eopmy not
strong encugh to mest it in the cpen field was thorough-
ly domoralising. Thus the only oatioosl opposition
ever offored to Mabmud ended in a storm of muotesl
rocriminations, Honeoforth he had no Tndian eonfe.
deracy to fear, and the Rais wers cne aflter another
overpowered and doprived of all their valosblsn in &
atruggle which the swporior geueralship of the Ghosne.
vide never Jeft in doubt.

Mahroud tosk advantage of the discrgonisation of
Lis opponants to make o dash for the temple of Nagne-
ket (Kangra), known a2 the Fort of Bhim, sitoat-
ed on the topof o hill on the upper Bine* Ta had

#5[fial Nugorkotl is tho samo o Hob Hangro ean prery
of né dtube, for the pames Nogarkab ia sbill ‘oeed, Tha impna-
mable waters which surrotied 8 am the Ban.gangn nnd tha

Biyal (Bias). Tho town of Bhim, which is o mils from the |
fort, fa row on o apod called Dhswan, which means o temple

(Continued)
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alrcady pemotrated aa far as the Chenab and the now
expodition only took him twelve marches further. The
Enjputs of the place had gone to fight at Waihind and
the quickness of Mabmud's moversents loft them Lo
hind, The Rrahmnns, who alope were there, opened
their gaten afler o shege of seven days and allowed
Mabmud ta visit the fort with a few companions. The
temple oontained mowe wealth than exinted in the
treamury of any king and the fine sxsoted by the Solian
from the helpless Drahmans was immense— 700,000
gold dinars, 700 maunde of gold and silver vossels, 200

! mannds of purs gold, 2,000 maonds of unpurified silver

ond 20 maunds of varions jewels which had been ecl.
lacted togetber frem the time of Dhim.' It wee the
Bultan's first great find and natorally whetted his
appetite for more,

{7) Anandpal had lest his repatation but not his

power ab the second battle of Waikind and the Sultan’s
next move [R000-1010) woe o de.

(7) Demonstra- monstration roather than a cam-
tion against the paign. He la said to have marched
confederncy (1008- In the direction of Gujrat, but his
1010), renl ohjoot was to terroriss Annnd.
pol into receding from the britihe

.;Ihmw in which his position wae already uncomfortable,
- The Sulten 'orged his horses over ground, hard and

4 iﬂ‘mﬁ A tho sword the vagabouds of the country

mriﬁiihl..ufm disty, nnd Bhim in probably n
it presumed fotndsbion by the berala
jmﬁu"r--{ﬂrﬂ*ﬂ;%ﬂ e sk Meay  miedivval temples

4t mm-ﬂummmmm
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and- with delay and dircumepection proceeded  to
scoomplish his design.' The friends of God "did not

fail of their objoct sfter having committed alanghter

in every hill and valley’; for Anandpal's messengers
woited on the Soltan st Ghazntn with affers of peacs and
‘their Best reishes for Ais fulure peosperity.’ Tha Rai's
mind woe mode np,  *He had witnessed the calamitios
whiah had inflistsd roin on his country and sohjeota
In’ consequence of Lis contesta with tho Soltan' and
dooided to desort the confederacy whioh had lefs bim
to his fate. Fonoe was rapldly concluded, Ansndpal
promised an annosl tribute of thirty alsphants and
affered two thovssnd mon for service st the Sultan'a
eourt, The way ‘to the heart of Indin wos now open.
Mahmud eonld mareh ovar the friendly territory of
Anandpal and strils at the Ras bayond,*

Mahmud utilised the summer of 1010 AT for bring-
ing some preaumptaous inhabit.

Fﬂ’:”é’“““fﬂm onts of Ghor to s sense of thelr
(1020)- insignificance, The Chorians, ten
thousand in number, dug »trench round their camp
and fought bravely from morning 4l noon. But the
stout-hoarted hillmen wers po matoh for the grentest
militery genjus of the aga. Malmuod lured the simple
folks out of their safe position by a feigned rebreat and
aniibilated them in the plain belew. Mohammad bin

* #T7thi's ncoctunt of the campaign ls obacure in ita geographical
roforenone.  Tho roal chjeet, ondoubtedly, wosto felghtan Anand-
|||I into an allinnes, srd this interprotation of Mahmod's intostlen
harmonise well with the beably desurlbed by Uihd later. Tha
dart, wwirkes’ for U Bullan's Yiinres gregferity’ apparently mphisd
willingness Lo allow kim bo maseh soross the Tinjaby ;



4 Bultan Mabmud of Ghazain

Burl, ono of the chisfs of Ghor, waa go heart-broken that
he sncked & polsoned jowel when brought a captive
to Mahmud's "eourt and died immediataly, The prinoss
of Gher remained subordingte to Ghaznin Wl the time
of Alauddin Jahansoz.

(8) Wext winter (1010-1011) Mahmod morohed
against the Kingdom ‘of Multan,
(8) Second invA- wpielk had been long walting for
oion  of Multan A
[lﬂ‘lﬂ-lﬂ'lun the day of ita extinotion, Thea
city was eapbured ‘through terror
and foree' and Mahmud pleased the ‘orthodex' by
slaying & large nomber of Carmathisn ‘horetios’ and
gatting off the hands ond foet of many others, Dand
ended his life as & prisoner in o Ghorisn fort.

(2) Im 1011-1002 Mahmud, who had bheard that

Thaneswar, owing to ita idol,

a éﬂﬁ;ﬁ"‘m Chakrssvamin, was 88 holy in the
( oyes of the Hindus ns Mocea in the

eyes of the Mussalmans, marched thither for the troasures
a plags so anaient wan sure Lo possess,®  Ansndpal
in sonsonanos with hia treaty, provided all the ‘requisl-

tha of hogpitality' by orderiog his merghonts snd’
shopkeepérn to lock alfter the nesds of the ecommimaring

d his brother nocompanied the Soltan with two thou-
- Ilh.ﬂ mos, Mohmod refrained from fnjuring the

i ofi, and Elliob follows hims in the error. Thiy

‘Tha THanarwnr saspaign was undarbuken dur.
Ankuilpaly sonneqansily, the Ninddos escpaign,
S AgRizut L didmy Trilocanpil, ubd:l Bk bave

"WPMMW!B onmpnign afier the Wardln °
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Bai's territory but refused his suggestion theb on
indemnity nnd ® yeasly trlbute sheuld bo neecpled
from the people of Thanewwar, becauss ‘my royal wish
I# to remove the practice of idolatory totally from all
the lands of Hindustan.! Too Intein the duy, tho Rai
of Thaneswar reflected on the necessity of an Indian
oonfoderncy. “If we do not raise & dam to koop off
this deluge,” he wrote to his brother Rals, "It will won
gpresd over the whole pinin ond enbmerge all kingdoma,
great and small” This was truoe cnongh, Bul Malmud
raached Thanmwar bofore the olumay machinery of &
oonfaderany eould atir and the Rai flad in despair,
Mabhmud collscted the treasures and broke the jdels of
the undefonded city at lelsure.* He wished to march
further east, but a8 such & movement would bave left
him enotirely st Ansndpal's mercy, he ncoepied tho
advion of his offieers and turped baok with s fabolows
number of ‘servants and slaves.” Mahmud'a army,
lika the army of most Asiatio conqnerars, was sasantially
o coamnpolitan institution, kept intact by its espiril de
eorps and loyalty to ita master's person. Mahmud tock
good military men inte his service wherover he found
thom. Indisns, who were, of course, non-Muslime, wers
freely enrolled, and ot ® Iater stage weore formed ints &
separste regiment commonded by & Hindu general, who
enjoyed n very high statu among bis fallow-offcers.

In 1012-1013 Mahmud's officors conquered Gharjis.
tan, sod the Sultan compelled the Caliph, Al Qadir

#Tho Chadrarvawin wes 6 Lronzs image of Visheu, whish
el tho weapon, Chekra, incns of ite hands. Tt won foken to
Gheznin and thrown ints the bippodrome of tho city | Aberumwi). -
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: Billah, to hand over to him those-dis
‘h:[é:ﬁmﬁl end  trintg of Khorasan which were still in
P his. hands. But the Caliphstoutly
refused Mahmud’s further demand that he should be
given Samarkand also. “Iwilldo no such thing,” he
replied, “and if you take possession of Samarkand
. without my permission, I will disgrace you before the
whole world,” Mahmud. was furious. “Do you wish
me to come to the capital of the Caliphate with a
thousand elephants,” he threatened the Caliph's
ambassador, “in order to lay it waste and bring its
earth on the baoks of my elephants to.Ghaznin 3’ But
the policy of plundering the centres of Muslim and
Hindu civilisations simultaneously was too bold even
for Mahmud, and he hadto apologise humbly to the
power which even inits hour of weakness could have
shattered the moral foundations of the Ghaznavide
kingdom., But none the less he established his power
over Samarkand.
(10) Meanwhile Anandpal’s death had upset
Mahmud’s caleulations in India.
(10) Trilocanpal The new Rai, Trilocanpal, unlike his
and . Bhimpal— S
Ninduna (1013- ather, was well inclined towards the
1014). Mussalmans, but he seems to have
been a weak man and the direction
‘of affairs .came into the hands of his son, known

. to contemporaries as ‘Nidar’ (Fearless) Bhim, who
~ stoutly reversed the polioy of his grandfathér' and put

snend to the Ghaznavide-alliance. Mahmud was once
“forced to fight the kingdom of Lahore in order
o8 ﬁmm&d fo Hinduatan open. . He starled from,
' autumn. of 1013 .Imtn snnmbem to falls

o
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before he reached the Indian frontier, and it was found
necessary to go into winter-quarters, With the spring
the Ghaznavides moved forward once ‘more, ‘ascending
the hills like mountain-goats and descending themlike
torrents of water’ = Nidar Bhim fortified himself in
the Margala Pass,* which was narrow, precipitous
and steep, but on the.arrival of his vassals he came
down and offered battle. The Ghaznavides won after a
severe contest. Bhim threw a garrison into the fort
of Ninduna on the hill of Balanath and fled to the
Pass of Kashmir, Mahmud, who now seems to have
made up his mind to aunex the Punjab, reduced
Ninduna, and after placing & garrison in it, pushed on
in pursuit of Bhim, But the elusive hero could not
be captured and the Sultan turned back from the foot
of the Kashmir hills.

(11) Next year (1015-1016) the Sultan again

_ . attempted to force his way through

P obe washmir the Kashmir Pass,: Bub the fors
1018, ; tress of Lohkot defied all’ his
- efforts, Reinforcements reached
the garrison from Kashmir; snow began to fall ; and
for the first time Mahmud retired discomfited from
before an Indian fort. While retreating he lost a large.

#4The action which .preceded .the capture of Ninduns
eppears to have beon fought at the Margaln Pass, which answers
well to the description given of it by Utbi. Thehill of Balonath
ina i ountain over-hanging the Jhelum and now
génerally called Tilla, which means & hill. Tt is still cccasionally
called Balanath;, and, there is & famous _jogi establishment on its
highest summit, of great repute and resorted to by members -of
that fraternity from the most distant parts of India.” (£.& D).
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number of his men in the floods of the Jhelum, extricat-
ed himself with diffioulty from the watery peril, and
returned to Ghaznin ‘without having achieved any-
thing.

This failore in the east was compensated by an
PRI R acquisition in the north. Mahmud's
Ehwarazm (1016). gister had been married to Abul
_ Abbas Mamun, the ruler of Xhwa-
razm, But the bride had hardly been in her new home
for a year, when Abul Abbas was slain by rebels,
Mahmud marched forth to revenge his brother-in-law’s
death, defeated the rebel army before the famous
fortress of Hazar Asp and appointed his general,
Altuntash, governor of the newly conquered territory
with the title of ‘Khwarazm Shah.’

(12) Towards the end of the rainy sesson, 1018,

iy ithe Dlab Mshmud at last started on that

e Doab expedition to the Trans-Gangetio
gglg'ﬁ:}%bfnu‘ plain of which he had been dreaming
for years, His regular army of one

; hundred thousand was strengthened by twenty thousand
volunteers from Khorasan and Turkestan. "The omens
wore favourable. The Hindu confederacy had dis-
- appeared and none of the Rais was strong enough to
_oppose Mahmud single-handed. He had established a
teputation for generalship, which none could question,
veryone knew that his methods were thorough.
1 and Nidar Bhim, though still eluding their
i on bsyond the Punjab, while Sangram,’
_'_pemmth the Sultan and led
ops. The Ghaznavides:
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marched through forests in which ‘even winds lose their
way,’.forded the five rivers of the Punjab, and orossing
the Jamna on December 2nd, moved against Barran
(Bulandshahr) ‘like the waves of the sea.’ But Rai
Hordat solved the problem by coming out of hiscity
with ten thousand men who, either from poliey or
conviotion, proclaimed ‘their anxiety for conversion and
their rejection of idols’.* This ‘conversion’ saved the
oitizens and Mahmud marched down the Jamna to
Mababan, Its ruler, Rai Kulchand, who had established
o reputation for invineibility in local warfare, drew up
his army in the midst of a thick forest. But Mshmud
penetrated the forest ‘like a comb through s head of
hair’ and scattered the Mahaban army. Many of the
fugitives werc drowned in the attempt to cross the
Jamna, and the valiant Kulchand escaped the disgrace
of captivity by slaying his wife and son and then
plunging the dagger into his own breast.
On the other side of the Jamna lay the ancient
and famous city of Mathura, the
Mathura, birth-place of Krishna-Basdeo. “The
wall of the city was constructed of
hard stone, and the two gates, which opened upon the
river flowing under the city, were erected on strong
and lofty foundations to protect them against the
floods of the river and rains, On both asides of the river

L wNi ddin and Ferishta by mistake attribute this con-
vmhm to the Rei of Eannauj, and they also mention Eannauj as
the first oity attacked by Mahmud. They have also confused the
line of Mahmud's march and make him cross and recross thg
Jumna many times over. Ihave followed Utbi’s contemporary ao-
count which is free from the gaoguphmsl blundera of later riterd. *
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there were : a thousand houses, to which idol temples
were attached, all strengthened. from top to bottom by
rivets of iron, and all made of masonary work, and
opposite to them were other buildings, supported on
broad wooden pillars to give them strength. In the.
middle of the oity there was a temple larger and firmer
than the rest, which can neither be desoribed nor
painted; the inhabitants said it had been built-not by
men but by genii.’ ‘In population and splendid edifices
thercity. of Mathura was unrivalled; the buman tongue
cannot.describe the wonderful things it contained,’

But no attempt was made to defend this inimitable
monument of Hindu art when Mahmud crossed the
Jamna, and the inhabitants, anxious to save their
skins, left him to work havoc with "their sacred inheri-
tance, “The Bultan gave orders that all the temples
should be burnt with naphthe and fire. and levelled
with the ground.” Envy rather than fanaticism seems
to have been the predominent motive in Mahmud’s
aptistiomind, “In this eity,” he wrote to the nobles
of (Ghaznin in praise of what his vandalism had destroy-
ed, ' ‘‘there are a''thousand towering palaces, most of
them:oonstruoted of “huge stones. The temples are
more than can be counted. Anyone wishing to con-

struct the like will have to spend a hundred thousand
 thousand dinors and * employ the mostskilled workmen
0-two, hundred . years.” -As.a financial venture the
pedition -succeeded ~beyond-.all expectations—98,300
G -goid were obtnined from idols of that: metal;

¥
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two rubies valued at 5,000 dinars, o sapphire weighing
460 misgals, nnd in addition such other spails aa a rich
and prosparous city conld met fuil to yiald, A faw
miles from Mpihuors, {a the historfo town of Brindaban,
whera seven proud forts roissd thelr heads to the sky
by the riverside, The owner of the forts fled at Mah.
mud’s approach and ho took from them all that they
oontained.
The Sultan thon loft behind him the grester pach
of his army, which waa too large
Ennnauj, Asni for the rapld movements ba desiced,
and Shorwa, and procecded ngainst Kannauj with
his baat volernps,  "This nnclent olty
hod tisen to prominesce as the capital of Hnmshavar-
dhana; it was dofonded by seven forte washed by the
Ganges and oontained obowt teu thousand tomples,
great and small.  The Rais of Kannouj had not Bean
slow in helping Jaipal and Anandpel ngninst the aggres-
sion of Ghaznin, but the reigning prince, Rejyepals,t
fled pway ab Mohmuod's  approach. Moak of ths
#Tho aituation of Mathura Ly the sidn of the Jamns iy
charming beyond deseription, snd walking by the Sriveraids o o
summer evening undar the guidsvoe of ite boading citizen, Pandlé
Tndba Krislna, Ieonld just hove & dreom of what ihe plece
saights have bosn i the daya of ita glory. Tha rosd ta Prindaba,
w0 famous fn the logend of Tord Hriliow, niill retnins it peotio
sanoeintions. Even to-lay o visitor, with oyes sk can sea, will
find much ta captivate him fn the work of later artiste—and
o landeckps i s besotiful an it wos In the days of ile

Mahabboraba. (| A misgal =1 3 draana. )

{Utbi oalls him Rai Taipnl, which s aquivalens to Dajyopals,
but ke la oob bo be dontilod with REni Jalpal of Lohore, whe
(Continued)
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citizens followed the example of their Raj, and Kannauj
repeated the story of Mathura, Mahmud captured the
seven forts in a single day and plundered the un-
defended city., TFurther down the Ganges, near the
modern Fatehpur, was Rai Chandal Bhor’s fort of Asni.
Chandal Bbor, who had been busy in fighting the Rai
of Kannauj, also fled and Asni was plundered. Then
proceeding southwards Mahmud came across the forb
of Munj* (Mujhavan) the garrison of which, ‘inde-
pendent as head-strong ocamels,’ fought like ‘obstinate
satans,’ and when all hope had disappeared, threw their
women and children into the fire and died fighting to
the last man. The next objective was Chand Rai of
Sharwat, who hnd been harassing the unfortunate
had beon doad for years, Bub further on Ubbi speaks of Purd
Jaipal's war with Chand Rai.  Pur-d Jaipal is not Anandpal but
Trilooanpal, whom Alberuni calls Tarojanpal, for which Pur-i
Jaipal (Jaipal’s son) is & natural misreading. Much con-
fusion has, however, been caused by later historians, Ferishto
gives tho name of Korah to the Rai of Kannauj. V. A, Smith
transfors the name of Trilocanpal to Raejyapal’sson. It is
useless to mention whot a mess of names and places other
scholars have been responsible for. But the list of the Hindu
Bhahi dynesty given.by Alberuni, and enumerated in & foregoing
note, settles the question definitely. The other difficulties will
‘be removed: if the ‘Pur-i Jaipal’ of Uthiis read ns Trilooanpal,
“and not as Faipal’s son.
: *Uthi calls Munj ‘the fort of Brahmans’ and places it
. before the capture of Asni, This seeme highly improbable
‘83 Mahmud would come across the fort only whan marching
ogajnst Sharwa. Tthi would seem to take him to Bundelkhand

f‘:ﬂiﬁm Seunrs on the Ten bstween Kalanjar and
Bands, chwagarh, “on’ the  Pahonj, not far from Kunch'
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Trilocanpal of Lahore in the east while Mahmud had
been pressing him so hard on the other side. T'o prevent
this suicidal strife, Trilocanpal had even sought his
enemy’s daughter in marriage for his son, but Nidar
Bhim was imprisoned by his father-in-law when he
went to bring his bride and the strife continued. As
Mahmud marched eastwards, Trilocanpal fled before
him and found a refuge with Chandal Bhor of Asni.
Common misfortunes at last created some sympathy
betweon the dynasties of Lahore and Sharwa, and
Nidar Bhim, who seems to have regained his freedom,
sent Chand Rai a piece of friendly advice. “Sultan
Mahmud is not like the rulers of Hind. He is nota
leader of black men. Armies fly away before the very
name of him and his father., 1 regard his bridle as
much stronger than yours, for he never contents him-
self with one blow of the sword, nor does his army
content itself with one hill out of a whole range. If
you wish for your own safety, you will remain in con-
cealment.”” The suggestion was adopted. Chand Rai
fled to the hills with his elephants and treasures. But
Mahmud captured Sharwa and then bastened after the
flying Rai, whom he managed to discover and defeat
on the night of January 6, 1019. The campaign beyond
Kannouj had not taken more than seventeen days,
when Mahmud turned . back with Chand Rai’s much
coveted elephanta.

Mahmud’s exploits could not fail to captivate the
imagination of his co-religionists. Neither Alexander,
the Great, nor the heroes of the, Shak Namak had any-
thing so romantic to their eredit, A mysterious wonder-
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Iand had been explored. Beyend tho thick and impenete.

sble frentler forest, beyond the five grest rivem of

the Punjub, ths muizzin's ooll to prayer had resounded

over many o desolate wildernoss and amidet the con.

flagrations of many a hamlot and town. The succesa

wasduoly celebrated. The Caliph summeoned o spetial

durbar to reseive Mahmud's memage of victory. Ae-
eounts of the expedition wers read out from the pulpils,

and plons Mussalmans Wondly imagined that "what the

Companiona of the Dlessed Prophet had done in Arabis,
Perain, Syrin and Traq, Mahmud has achisved in Hindos-

tan'. Nothing oculd have been facther from the

truth. Io had rolied in immonse rishes bat had anly dis-

ated the Indians with his faith, The plundered peopls

oro not llkely o think well of Lelnm when it came to

m in the shapa of the Ghatnavide conquerar and lafy

L hind it an averlasting stary of plundered temples,
desolated oities and trampled orops,  An o faith Islem

had been maorally disgraced, not elvated, by the Ghaz-

% | navide's schievement. The booty amomnted to 8,000,000

L dirfams. "“The numbar of prisonars may be conceived

from tho fact that sach of them was sold for two to three

dirhams, Thoso ware afterwards {aken to Ghazoin and
merchants como from distant oitles to purchuse them,

g0 that the opuntries of Mawaron Habr, Iraq and

- Khotassn were fillsd with them, nad the fair and the

uhiUhlndthmuﬂ te build & Jums mosgue
nf&uum HEI;:BI- foturn,  The amirs
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(13) Two distent stormecentres shill  troubled
Mohmud’s mind, Trilocanpel and

{13) Trilocanpal hie son, Nidar Bhim, lnd besn
and Wanda—the defleated bot nol oroabed and wors
Rahib (1019-1020), still in the Deab, In Bundslichand
Ral Manda* of Falanjer had  also

adopted a hoatile attitude. After Mahmud's with-
drawal from the countey, ha bhad marched with the
Ral of Gwalior againet TRajyapaln, and either ns »
punishmont for tho lntter’s cownrdly ntaitude townrds
Mahmud, or on nocount of some ethor forgotten grisvnoo,
had put him to death, An alliance botween Trilocanpal snd
Nanda wes natursl, But it was not Mabmud's prineiple
to ot the geasn grow under hin feat, Ha determined to
arnsh the poasibility of ansther Hindo oonfaderacy, and
in tha wintar of 1019.20 he agsin crossed ‘the five and
the two rivers.' Trilocanpal withdrow boyond the lower
Rahib (Ramgnogs), but Mahmud's officers foreed their
passage noross the river by swimming on infinted eking
(mashaka), nnd after scatterlng Trilocanpal's army,
plundored the nowly’ built town of Bari;t which
Rajyapals had builb after the deatraction of Kanoouj.

*V. A, Bmith oalls kim ‘Genda.’

{'Eanoj lios lo the weil of the Qanges, o very lerge town,
bk moat of ib ianow in rulns slnes the copital ken beon trons
forrad themon to tho ity of Bard, emsd of the Ganges. Detween
tha bwo towne [ & distance of thres to four day's marcles,'
{Aerirni, wol, . p. 109}, The battle must hove takan paod not
far from  whera the Rumgangs fills ints the Ganga. V. A
Bmith'n idnntiflostion of tha dofented prince with the son of
Rajynpal ls o mintake. Tthi's seount looven no doubd that
Trilocanpal, son of Anandpal, is meant,
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Whethor to halp Trilooanpal, or with the intention of
fighting the invader singla-handed, Nanda had already
atarted from Kalanjur with 88,000 hores, 40,000 op
60,000 foot and 640 elophants. The Bulian alao moved
forward, It [s diffieult to say where the two met,
but on surveying the enemy troops from mn emi.
nenge, the Sultan rogrotted the dangerons expedition he
lived unidirtaken, The Fai was even more afraid, for that
vory night n greak terror tock possssion of his mind,
and heleft all his boggape ood fled, Mahmud, aftar
making sure that the Hindus hed not sttempted an
ambush, plundered the deserted onmp, Five hundred
and eighty clephants, in addition to the two hundred
snd seventy obtained from Trilocanpal, fall into his
hands, Bat the Panjab was still unsubdusd, Mahmud's
position in o far off tereltory with the armies of Nanda
yob uodefeated woa extremoly oritionl, and afraid Jauy
his rotreat ehould be cut off, he mazched back rapidiy
to Ghazoin.

} (14) The sonquest of Tndin was nob-Mehmud's 45,
Havertholesa the Dosb eampuigna

(14) Annexa- bad brought himfar from his bags,
tion of the Punjob  snd be ssw that if hin armiss worn
(1021—1022), to penetrste to such distant terr.
tories na Bundolkhand, he moust st

Feea \‘S‘Iblw& tha Punjab under his complete somtrol. Tn

1021 b stasted from Ghurnin with ‘s large number of
hll;ﬂﬁhmihhm&sbnnu-nubhn with the dsfinite

af establishing » regalar government over the

""? _ ‘ﬂﬂtplgjnﬂm mthhfnw&mr h'&uni-
Bajan ranﬁ-am,

ST R T ——
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yoko of Islam round their néoks' and worshipped the
PBuddhn in the form of the Hon (Bakys Sinhs), The
fnhabitants were subdued and converled, snd s fort was
built in their tercitory.® Marching further, Mabmud
ropeated his former sttemph, and tosted agein tho
bitterness of his formor failure, st the foob of Lohket,
tho impragnable forivess of the Eashmir T'ass. Butthe
Funjab was cleared and Mabmud foraook phundering and
established o reguler ndministeation. A rolinble governar
waa placed at Lobore, the rest of tho province was
assigned to varions officers nod garrians worn eatalished
ot important points. Trilocanpal had died soon after
battle of the Rahib ; Nidar Bhim flad to the Rai of
Ajmors and died in 1028, With him the Houss of Kallue
cams to anend. A contemporary Muslim scholar, un.
touched by thoe passions and prejudices of thoes around
him, eupplied & befitting epitaph to the dynasty that
hind ended with such & hero:  “They were men of nobls
sentiment and noble bearing. In all thelr grandsar, they
nover alnckoned in tho desire of doing what {8 good and

right."t

*The Peralan chronicles speak of Qisat and Nandln {or Nur),
whish Biliot, on the suthority of Alboruni, [dentiles with
ths Nur and Eirs rivers that fall isto the river Kabul.
Doubiloss ke frontior teibon are monnt, Tlenty of Doddhist re-
maing mirvive to cxplain the worship of Hena (2. and 2, vol, ik, p
ddd). *On hroaleing a grost tomple situstod thers, the orearmented
ﬂgmu_nl'qiljml. n._l.mun!:.tn! ik, which mocording S0 the holiof af
the Hindun won four thoussnd yesrn old,”  /Ferivbes). Tho
onrprnters, Blnskomiths and stono-cutéors wors brought for the
comabruckion of forta st sirmloglo points on the frentler and
in the Punjab,

fdiber weiy, Vol 25, gk gy
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(18) Mext year (1022.1028) Malimud ence mors
mnrehed by way of Lahore sgainst
(15) Gwalior Nends, But ke bad taken all that
and  Ealnjar woas besk from the lands in the direa-
(1022.1083). tion of his march, and was nob ineli-
' nod to posh matters to extromes.
Gwalior wos invested, but the Rai obtained poace by &
present of thicty-five elepbante. Even Nanda, when
besiagad in Ealanjar, found the Suoltan reasonable. A
presént of three hondred clephsnts, whom the Had
turned unceremeoniously out of the fort for tho Turks
to ‘eapture and ride on’, sorved tocresto good will,
which was forther strengthened by some Hindiverscs
written by the Bad in the Sullan's praise. ANl the schal.
praof Hind, Persin and Arabin presant in Mahmuod's
eamp applanded Nanda's eomposition, and Mahmud
st hiim an ordor { firman) confirming him in the possas.
iom of his fiftesn forts. Nanda acknowledged the faveur
by o presant of monay and costly jewels, and the Sultan
turned back from the most sastern point he was over
destined to reach.
O mturning to Ghagnin, the Sultan held & moster
of his foroes, Apart ﬂ'::um the troops
Mahmud in Trans- stationed in the provinees, the royal
Oxania (1023). army st Ohsznin  amounted to
54,000 borse ond 1,500 elephants,®
¢ snd with this he orosed the Oxus snd proceeded to
 ogbrawe: the chiafs of Trans-Oxanin. Al Tigin, the
Wﬁm ralér of Famarkand, was brooght in obains

0 tafal mmbﬂqflhpbﬂw h;l-lmmr.lu
-ﬁi&‘mm&m
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before the Sultan and sent as a prisoner to India. The
smaller chiefs crowded to offer their allegiance, Fven
Yusuf Qadr Khan, brother of the late I.Lak Khan,*
came to meet him and requested him to transport the
Seljugs across the Oxus to Khorasan, This body of
pastoral and barbaric Turkomans,

The Seljugs. destined to an unexpected but not
undeserved greatness, had long been

& source of trouble to its neighbours. During the reign
of the Samanid kings they had migrated from Turke-
stan, and orossing the Jaxartes, had settled at Nur in
Bukhara from where they used to migrate annually to
Darghan in Khwarazm, Their leader, Tarasl son of Beljuq,
the chief after whom the tribe came to be named, was a
perpetual terror to the Maliks of Turkestan and Trans.
Ozxania. “He was wont to enter the ohase or the conflict
likke a whirlwind and & thunder-cloud and vanquished
every one who ventured into & personal contest with him,
Nota bird in the air and not a deer in the forest escaped
his arrow”+ Like others, he came riding st the
bead of his Turkomans to offer his allegiance to Mah-
mud, ‘with a cap placed jauntily on one side of his
head and bestriding a horse like the spur of & mountain.’
The astute Sulten looked suspicionsly at the ambitious

#I-Lak Khan' was the title of the Khans of Kashghar,
Mir Khond, Ferishta and Hamdullah Mastawfl greatly differ in
their account of Qadr Khan; the Rakatus Sudur of Mohammad
Ibn-iAli Ibni Sulai R di (edited by Dr. M. Igbal)
calls him I-Lalk Khan, The question is of the remotest intorest to
the student of Indian history. It will be remembered that the
Caliph had refused to transfer Samarkand to Mahmud,

t Tabagat-i Nasiri.
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young chisf and asked him bow many men ho conld

= bring to the army. “If wou send ome of thesp arrows
. into our camp," Taras] replied, “Bfty thousand of your
porvants will mount on horse-back.” “And If thab
number," continued Terasl, ““be not soffieient, send the
pocond arrow to the horde of Balik (Bilkhean Kok), and
you will find fifty thousand more” *But," esid the
Ghoennvide, disserobling his anxiety, *if I shonld stand
in need of the whole fores of your kindred tribes 1
“Desputoh my bow,” was the last reply of Isracl, Yand
aa ib in oironlated around, the summons will be oboyed
by two hundred thouwsspd borse.™  Mahmud mado
up his mind to erosh the Soljugs before ik was too
Iate. An order waos served on Isrnol commuonding him
to remain within bin tent, while four thoosand Baljug
familics with their goods wnd chettels were tenns-
ported across the Oxus under the oyes of the Gharzna-
vide army. The Sultan's chumberlain, Arsalan Hajib,
snggested that the barbariang ahoold be drowned whils
cromping the river. “Destiny cannot bo averted by
periidy any mora than by valoor," Mahmod remacked,
ond refused to brenk his promieef Terael with his two,
song wea despatohed to the distant fortreas of Kalanjar,

Wiibdem, ol wi. T hove odopied tho gront hisborien's
verslon of tho Tnemoos copvorsmblan.  Raletwr Suder b more
__ﬂpllnits b firnk orrow would raien 100,000  horen frorm Ternsl's
L cown fellewots, ke second aerow 80,000 from the Turkcenans
in Trass-Oxanis, while lis bow would being 200,000 from
@Wmmwm

bagares Masiris - The Sahetur Susur says tus th Seljugs
lawod ta oroan the Crzne. ot tholr own request alier the
ik of Laraal, Mabrud allowed thia in apite of Arsalan's




Career of Sultan Mahmud 51

where he died after aevan' years.* The exiled families-
were allotted grazing grounds in the districts 6f north-
west Khorasan and placed under the guardianship of
the Khorasani officers, who were ordered to disarm
them. But it was easier to bring the Seljugs into the
more fertile tracts of Persia than to keep them in
subjection. The migration, once begun, could not be
stopped and the Ghaznavide empire was ultimately
converted into a Seljug pasture-land.t These troubles,
however, lay in the womb of the future. For the
present Mahmud was suprewme, and the fall of Israel,
whatever its future effects, served as an example to all
Turkoman chiefs.

(16) Northern India had ceased to attract Muhmud,

for the spoils of its most wealthy

{Ié;nggg‘&?““th temples were alfeady in his treasury.

- : But the rich and prosperous pro-
vinee of Gujrat was still untouched, and on October
} 18, 1025, he started from Ghaznin with his regular
troops and thirty thousand volunteer-horsemen for
the temple of Somnath, situated at the distance of a
bow-shot from the mouth of the Saraswati, by the

#¥Ho escaped out of prison onco but loat his way end was
recaptured. i
FRerishia, Rausatus Sefa, Rakatus Sudur and Tabagat-i Nasiri
greatly differ in their accounts of the earlier events that brought
the Soljugs into prominence. The matter cannot be discussed
hero in greater detail and I must content myself with giving what
appears to me to be the most rational account. Seo also A#f
' Seljug’ in Ency, Brit, by Prof, Houtsma, i

BAYE
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wide of whish the varthly body of Lord Krishus had
breathed ita last,®
“The people of Hind," says Terishin (following
Thn-t Awir) "baleved that souls sfver
° The temple of soparating from their bodics cams
Bomnath, to Sommath, and the god nesigned
to ench soul, by way of tranamigeation, such new body
by it deserved, They thought that the tides rose and fall
in order to worship the ide), The Brahmans said that
as the god wns angey with the idols Mabmod had
broken, he did pot come to their belp ; othorwiso he
ooald dostroy mnyone he wanted in the twinkling of
aueye, Somnnth was the Ling, whils ctber jdols wors
merely his door-keepers and chnmberlains, A hundred
thousand people used to collast together in the temple
abthe thwe of the solar and lunar eclipses, Prosenta
onmp t0 it from distent garta. The princes of Hindustan
had endowed it with sbout ten thousand villagra $ A
thousand Brahmans worshipped the idol centinuomly ;
and every night it was washed with fresh water from
the Ganges, although the Ginoges i six hundred Earghs
from there.t A chain af gold, weighing too hundred

*Tho Sumnath expodition in net deeribed by Uthi, wheas
chromindn slossa afler the dafont of Trilotanpal on the Rahib,
o Aot pmrliond musthority ssems b9 be the Asiir Tamarikh of the
* Arab hislorinn, Tha.f Asir, Forlahta given s dobailed mongant, bud
b has iscluded Intor ssoretions which require 8 eritfoal LT
gl A1 Bavo gorcsotod fhe Oguees fn g paragraph  from

[, NC—



Carcer of Bultan Mahmud B3

tnang, with bells fastened to i, was hung iz 8 corner
of the temple ; it wan shaken ab the appointed hours
to inform the Brahmany that the tims for prayer had
arrived, Five hundred #inging and daneing glrls and
two hundred musitions were In the sorviss of the
templa, and all thair raquisites ware provided out of
the endowments nod offrings/ Three hundred barboes
wors employed bo shave the hosds snd beards of the
pilgrims.  Many Rojos of Hindustan dedioated Lhoir
danghters o Bomnath and  sont thom thero,  The
temple was o apacions edifice and ite roof was Bupported
by ffty-six oraamented columns,  The idol was ot
ouh of sbone ;. ie was five yards Jong, of which two yardy
woro below, snd three sbove, the pround, The Tarikh4
Hainul Ma-asir enyn that the inner ohamber of tha
temple, in whish the idel was placed, was dark, the
roquisits light being supplied by the raya of fing jema
attnohod to tho hanging Inmps”.*

®Thn legend to whith Bomnath owed it origin fa
thua desaribed by Alberani *Tho Moon balng marced to thg
davghters (lnnas staticun) of Projapati proforred  one  of
them, Rohini, #a sll othera, and Prajapabl, unabls io induon
hin min—lnhdujﬂtﬂuhﬂlﬁlwlmﬂmhhm
that he boosmn leproms, The Moon roponted, bub Projopatis
ourss woa beyond teall. o, Boweves, promised o oover tha
Moon's sharmn for hall tha monih and ndvised him to eslss g
ﬁ'mﬂmmahﬂpiﬂihm el hin aln, “'This the Moon
did, The Hags hinhdmhﬁﬂ,nrﬂumuh, far sowg
mea ‘moon’ and  metd monnd ‘master’ s that the whaols
word mennm &k st of fhe esam, The kmage wan deabroyed by
Trizee Mahmud In 410 A0t Ha ordered e uppec park in be
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The Sompath expedition s the cne by which
Mahmud fa most remembared, Tt
The mareh threugh won the finest mohievemant of his
Rajputan., i
military genivs, His marches into
Hindustan hitherto bad betn threugh s fertile territory
and ho wos nover in danger of storvation. In moving
southwards Mahnud for the fimt and lust timo throw
his cantion aside, defied the inclamencies of nsture
aa woll as the spents of his opponants and venbured
into & territory whese the slightest mishap weould have
meant complete roin,  Muoltan wes reached by the
middle of Hamngan (November) and Mshmod made
careful preparations for cecssing the extensive dessrt
of Rajputans. FEyery manin the army was ordered
to oarry onough waler and corn for several days, and
thirty thousand camels wore londed ws o further pre-
cantion, The Rai of Ajmore fled at the approsch of the
invader. Mahmud plundered the olty but rofused to
delay bls maroh by investing the fork, A general panie

emhroldored gorments. Parb of It has boon thrown sl the
bippedeemoe of the town, togother with the Chebrampumis, an idol
of bronze, that had besn brooght from Thansewar, Another
sk of the idsl of Semnnth lisa before ibo door of the mosgue of
(ibasnin, on which paoplo rub their Fant to oloan thom from dird
and wel. Tha ressnn why 8 th, in partioular, haa b
_in fnmond Inthal it wid o barbeur for sea-faring peopls, Tha for.
tooan whioh contalned ke Jdol aod it tronsures wisn ool ancient
Bk was buily only o Bindred yoeors ago.” The original position
ALk el wan 8hrés miles from the menth of the Saraswatl et




Career of Sulta.n Mahmud liti}

seemg to have deprived the garrisons on the line of his
advance of all power of resistance. "Even Anhilwara,
the capital of Gujrat, was left; indefended, and Mahmud
after taking from the city the provisions he required,
moved down the Saraswati and reached the famous
temple in the second week of January. ‘The fort of
.Somnath raised its towers to the sky ; the waves of
the sea washed its feet.” The Hindus had cilmbed the
ramparts to witness the arrival of the besiegors, “Our
god, Somnath,” they shouted to the Mussalmans, ““hag
brought you here todestroy you at one blow for the
idols you have broken in Hindustan.”
Next morning, which was Friday, the struggle
Baitle of Somnath. commenced: ’I'he' Ghmna.w'.dea
succeeded in scaling the ecity-
walls and the Hindus made a desperate attempt to
dislodge them. But night came on before the battle
on the ramparts could end and the besiegers withdrew
to their camp, On Saturday Mahmud ecaptured the
ramparts and entered the city, The Hindus, driven
out of their houses, collested round the temple for a
last despairing struggle. Baud after band prayed
fervently to the idol, and after bidding it farewell in
‘sorrow and tears,’ sallied forth to fight. ‘A dreadful
slaughter followed at the gate of the temple and few
were left alive,” DBut once more the darkness of night
stopped Mahmud’s hand, while the intervention of a
new factor reminded him of the ficklencss of fate.
The Sultan’s march had been too rapid to allow
the Rais of Gujrat to collect their forces for the defence
of the temple, But the desperate resistance of the
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besieged gave them the time required ; their clumsy
military machine began to work with feverish haste ;
and on the morning of the third day Mahmud found
bis camp being encircled by an Indian force sent by
the neighbouring Rais for the relief of the gaxrison,
Mahmnd left & part of his army to continue the siege
and advanced to meet the new-comers with the rest.
‘Both sides fought with indescribable courage and
valour, and the field of battle was set aflame with their
enger and their hate’ But the Indian army was
constantly strepgthened by new reinforcements and
the Ghaznavides :were brought to the verge of an
irretrievable disaster. Mahmud’s position waa extremely
critical. Defeat would have meant annihilation, and
further delay would have entailed defeat. So after a
fervent prayer to the Almighty with the cloak of
Shaikh Abul Hasan Khargani in his hands, he led his
army to a last attack, and with the good fortune that
never permanently deserted him, succeeded in breaking
the enemy ranks. The defeav of the relieving force
decided the fate of Somnath, and the garrison, overcome
by panic and fear, offered no further resistance.

Mahmud entered the temple and possessed himself
of jts fabulous wealth, ‘Not a hundredth part of the
gold and precious stones he obtained from Somnath

| were to be found in the treasury of any king of Hindus-
. tan’ Tater historians have related how Mahmud
TR d the enormous ransom offered by the Brahmans,
preferred the title of “Idol-breaker’ (But-shikan) to
(dol-seller’ (But:farosh), He struck the idol with
oty was iostantly rewarded by the
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precious gtomes that came oub of its belly, This is
on impeagible store.®  Apart feom the faok thab it Inoka
ol contemporary confismnation, the Somnatl idel was
& molid unsculptured linga, not a status, and stone could
not hayo comn out of it belly. That the idal wos broken
in unfortunataly truo onough, but the offer of the Brah.
mung, apd Mahmud's rojection of the offer, isn fable
of later days,
From Bomnpath Mahmued advanced againat Param
Deo, Bal of Aokilwnrs, who scoms
wlf;:mu;l st Aohile o heve bom muinly responsible
for the relieving fored that lsd
pushod the Ghoznavides so hard. The Ral took refuge
inthe forb of Khandah, forty fersakie from Somnath,
which wos surrounded by the sea,  But when Mabhmud
forded the ses at low tide, the Mai fled sway, leaving
the fort and ita treasures to the Bultan. On returning
to Anhilwarn, Mahmud for the fcst and last time seema
to have berboured the desive of establishing himself in
Indis, He wanted to make Anhilwora his expital,
while sesigning Gharnin to Masud, The climate of
Gujrat, ‘the besuty of its inhabitants, fte slluring
grrdons, fAowing rivers and productive soil,' atiracted
him ; and his oupidity was furlher exclted by tha
treasures b be oltained from Bouthern Indis and the
islands boyond the sen. But his officers would hove
nons of it. "To leave the country of Khorasan," they

oIt is mot found in the Awwilef Towsridd. The sarliod
sulbority seoms  to hove been the Furiid.d i, wrliten six
hucdred years after Mahmnd. The story eould have boen ja-
wonted (ond] halioved) coly by thuss who weee fgnorant of fhe
trun structure of tle Bomnesth ldol.
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protosted, “for which we have sscrificed the finest of
gemi—our own lives—und to meke Gujrst our capital,
i far from political wisdom.” Mahmud hod to yisld,
Ha aasigned the governorship of Gujrat to Dabshilim
(Dovasarum), an ascetio of Somnoath, snd sterted for
Ghaznin, Dabahilim loyelly nsent: the tribute dus to
the Sultan for some time, but his power fuiled to take
root end he was overthrown by his enemies.*

The Rais of Hajputons, who had been taken
unawares by Mohmud's march throngh their comntry,
now prepoered o conteat his return.  Dut the Sultan's
ary wos loaded with spoils. He bad no stomach for
campaigns in & wilderness where nothing was to bo
hiad save hard blows and proferred to march to Multan
through the Bindh dessrt, Even this route wos foll of
dangere. TFirst a Hindo dovotes of Bomnoth wndertook
to guide the srmy, and afier loadiog it for o dey
sod s night confoesed that he had intentionally led
it en a path where no water could bo  found.
Muhmud slew the guide and a ‘mysterious Jight' that
appenred in the horlzon in responss to his prayers led
tha Munsalmans to fresh water. Then afler erossing the
dasert, the army was harassed by the Jats. But in upite
of many hardships, it suoceeded in reaching Ghasnin,

©(17) Mobmud's last invasion (1027) was intended

: to ponigh the Jata, who had so
ﬂ'é;;; Tho Jats wantonly insulted his army while

A : returning from Bomnath. Ha con-
; _‘Iﬂhﬁhd ‘n flotilln of fourteen hundred boatd at Multan,
¥ C dotiiled afecunt of the lwo Labalilllma snamcs
foundation fhin the Aunward Sufieili, Tt la
i Mwﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂhmdu
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and placing twonky men srmed with bows, arrows sod
flaskn of naphtba in evory boat, proceeded ngainst the
roanloitrant tribe,  The Jots collected together fonr
theuannd boats and offered o stout resistance ; bt they
ware defeated in the naval batle owing to the superior
conitruction of the Sultan's boats, which hod beon
provided with one pointed fron apile in fronk and one

-on each side, and the havoo wrought hy the explosions

of naphthn, Many of the Jats were drowned and
their familles, whish they had removed to the islsnds
of the Indus for safoty, were captured,

The Soltan’s remaining years were exclusively

" i . ohsorbod in western affairs.  The
pnexation o8 galjug trouble increased day by day.
Tnishian ac Tay, Hin generals wore unable to subdes
them and appealsd to him te come in person, Hedid
82, The Baljugs wore defeated and dispersed, but their
partoral bande parted cnly to onite again, Mesnwhile
his officers bad overtbrown the Buwaihid ldngdom of
Bey ond the Sultan marched thither to establinh his
govornment over the newly cooguersd tarrvitory, His
hand foll heavily on the *horotios’ snd Carmethisn
whe hod multiplied under the protoction of that Bhis
dynssty, snd every one sgeingt whom heresy could be
proved wes put to denth, Bub the Bultan’s days were
pumbered, sod the first symploms of phthisis (#il) bad
plready apponred when in the eulumn of 1020 he
anfgned  the  government  of Tafahen and Ray to
Masud and retwrned to Balkh, Here bin condition

grew wares, though the bore up bravely beforo the eyes

of the peaple’. In the epring he moved to Ghasnis,
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where on the 30th April, 1030 A.D. sfter forty yoars
of oenstless activity he wae called back to the lnnd of
evorlanting rest at the age of sixty-threo,
“The world grips herd on the hard-skriving"
Hoflz hes snid; and feadition will
The last campaign, .o v balieve thet two dnyu befars
his death the groat Bultan, unable to roconcile himeelf
to the loss of & world that was slipping out of his grasp,
ordered the preclous stones of his teeasury to ba bronght
pnd displsyed in the court-yard of his palace. Ho
grzed ot them yearningly and with weeping oyos
ordersd them to be lodked up agais, without finding it
in his beart to give anything in charity., Next dsy ho
got into his litter and reviewed his horses, olephaats
and onmels, and still mere overoome, burst fnto loud and
helpless ache.*  But it would be unbecoming to peuso
over the last moments of n strong snd powerful mind,
Perhaps the slow and wasting dissess had so beroft him
of his atrength, that ot the deor of desth ho wos mo
longor oblo to hold gver his face the veil with which he
was wonb to conecal his buman frailties | Porheps his
rutionnlistic mind, too eritical for the commenplacs
arthodoxy of the day and not profound enough for tha
deaper eonviotiona of the philosopher and the mystio,
trambled at the mysterions land before him as he saw
it approaching nesrer hour by hour, and he was unabls

© 7 ®Thin ancount fa found In Feeishta, who says that Makoad
- dlied wilkdi ‘i eluckanon nnd sogrob,’ amd sl later historinns
© ripeaks fhe fncident Ite crigin in hard to dieever. T4 may
iave Koun talan fromi the lost. porbions of Haihaki. Thers n
in the atacy. Comsumptive dissases bhrve

STy
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toembark on his lsst compaign with that confident
eourage with which he had plunged into the forcats of
Hindustsn | Ttis by the manver of his lifo, ool by the
mode of his death, thot o man is to by judged. The
invingible hero of thirly campoaigns had disappeared
woeks before his officers buried his cmacisted body in
the Ferozuh Palace of Ghazmin,



CHAPTER II

THE (HARACTER AND TALUE OF
MAHMUD'S WORK

All mop oro more or less the products of their
environment, and o rational critlolsm of Mahmud's
work must begin with oo cxomination of the apirit of
hia ngs,

Mest Mussalmans imagine that their faith bas

nlways been what it is to.dsy, or

ﬂuh' of in the alternative, they deglore that

it hea glmes the time of the Plous

ﬂu.lipha been subject to u slow but continuous decline.
This is, of course, abaurd. Islam, lks all ather roligions,
has had its recurring periods of spiritoal dee and fall ;
it hna beon differently conceived by diffarent people ab
different times ; like all things meally and troly humsno,
it is always changing and never permanently the same,
We ara hers anly concerned with the broadest changes

= 5 4% Blultng werld, and thiese from tho rise of Inlsm
iwmmmn{uuummhgnmwxm may

[nﬁuimfpuu (1) The first Perlod of
: Erphman M-m:. inoludes  tho uunqnlm
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of . Arsbis, Irag, Syrls, Persla, and Northern Africs
under the Plous Callphs and their Omayyad moccsaora.
It is mn epoch characterised by forvent religious meal,
and .pwing to the captivatiog appeal Ielam made to the
daprasped olnssos, the conguered peoples were converted
o thir new faith, (2) The Period of the Groat Abbugide
Coliphs (748-000) is a poriod of prosperity nnd pencs
with no sonquests to ils rocord, Tt is charootorised by
n oormopolitar olvilisation in which Arabis boeame the
language of the educated olnsees of all conmtrias, whila
8 contralised adminfstration leept the Muslim world
togother, (3) The Pericd of ‘Minar Dynasties’ (900.1000)
is eusentinlly & phriod of transition In which the admi.
nisteatlom of the Caliph disappears and a number of
emall principalitioa rise on ita roios.  Tie most pro-
minent featurs In the Poraian Rensissanos—whioh-mada

’ Mnﬂn language of literary olasses_and brought a

1mperh1irth iden to the fore-front in place of.
mﬂﬁﬂm Caliphate_ “of the Abbasidsa.  [d) ~The-
ﬂﬂw (1000-1220)-ia-tor
b regarded aa the polition] expression of of Persian_ideals
and. inoindes Tha reigns of the (baznavids, the Seljug
and.the Khwarngminn dynnsties,

Mehioud wes the fast of the ‘minor kings' and the
fientof tho gront Turko-Persian Emperors, The iuspie.
ing-motive of bis lifo and the Hves of his conterpararies
was not Talam but tho spiclt of the Persian Ronaissanos,

The age of Mahmud of Ghorniz woa doveid of the
highsr opirit of faith; and theologi-

“Eﬁli:"fmﬂm cal disoussions, which prosper most
QNESADSS:  when religion is dead, divarted such
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zeal a8 existed towards a war of sects. When men
find it difficult to believe in God, they try to prove
Him; when they cease to love their neighbour, they
attempt to convince themselves that hating him is a
moral duty. The conversion of the non-Muslim was
given up in favour of the more entertaining game of
exterminating the ‘heretic’. From east to weat the
Muslim world was torn by sectarian feuds and the
strong arm of the persecutor was called in vain to heal
the troubles of a people, weltering in fanaticism but
innocent of faith. From this war of hair-splitting
theologians the finer minds of Persia turned with a sense
of relief to the resusscitation of their national culture;
and the minor dynasties, that had grown up after the
devoid of the Caliphate, gave them the protection and
patronage they needed. Every provineial court became
the centre of a revivalist movement. Ancient Persian
legends were rediscovered and popularised. The Persian
language, which had been cast aside as the vernacular of
the common people, assumed the dignity of a pational
tongue. Every one, who could, began to turn out
verses in & language singularly capable of conforming
to the hardest rules of metre and rhyme, and even
poets of mediocre abilities could be sure of a good career.
Moreover the glories of the Kianiand the Sassanid
Empires, alluring with the dream of a half-forgotten
- greatness, exercised on miore imaginative minds a
fagoination which slowly but definitely drew them away -
 the Path of the Prophet. The change was, of

8, unconacious. * Like the school-men of medieval
- Burops, who talked as if  the philosophy of Aristotle
- ves a-'mmmenwy on the. -:L'en Uommandments, the
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contemporaries of Mahmud were aware of no difference
between the lessons of the Shak Nama and the principles
of the Quran. Taridun and Jamsghed, Kai-Kaus and
EKai-Khusrau, the heroic Rustam and the Macedonian
Alexander won from the rising generations the homage
which all true Mussalmans should have paid to the
Prophet and his Companions. Now while the Prophet
and his Companions stood for certain principles to be
established at all costs and had resorted to war as a
means for their promulgation, the legendary heroes of
Persia only evoked in their devotees an ambition for
greatness and rutbless imperialism without the sense
of & moral mission, and instilled into them precepts
of worldly wisdom, such as Polonious bequeathed to
Laertes and such as Sadi’s Gulistan has taught to the
children of later genmerations—a wisdom essentially
gelfish in its outlook and superbly unconscious of all
higher aims.

Thus the new spirit, on one hand, helped the evolu-

tion of & new oulture and brought

Mﬁgﬁx&t of an atmosphere of refinement and
' polish to the court and the camp ;

and, on the other hand, it heralded in anera of futile
and purposeless wars through which provinecial kings,
rebellious governors, tribal chiefs and even daring
robbers, expected to reach the insecure eminence of

. Alexander, the Great. Fighting was looked upon,

thanks to the militant spirit of the Turks, as a sport and
an attribute of manliness, a good thing to be sovght for
itself—not as a painful process for the attainment of
human prosperity. For a century before Mahmud, princes
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of the 'minor dynasties’ bad been acting Jamahed and
Kai-Ehusrnu, snd their court-potts, richly paid for tha
work, had proclaimed thefe groatness in panegyrics of
which mep less Jest in ambition would hawe folb
mhamed, Then onme tho grent Mahmod to achiove
that for which others had fovght and died in vain, and
kings and princes licked the dust humbly before the
figure of 8 new Aloxander, But the giant for all hia
grondonr was mude of the sams morsl stuff as the
dwarfa that hed gone befors, It wos his shbilities, not
hin oharacter, that raised him to on unquestionsd pro-
. sminence,

The Litersry Ronsissance of Persin found in Msh.
mud its mont mognificont, if not its
mozt disoriminating, pﬁbl‘l. Four

hundred poets, with Unsur, the poot-linronto, st their
‘head, ware in  conatant attendance at the Sultan's
oourt. Their official duty was to sing his proises and
the Bulten, {0 spite of the stinginess attributed to him,
roems to have been extromely gessrous. Ghazari Rasi,

& poet from Koy, was awarded fourteen thoussnd
dirbams for a gasida that pleased the Sultan, whilo the
poet-lanrente's mouth wos thrice flled with pearls for

an unpremeditated qla,  Among others who camo
focking from far and near, Farrokhi, the suthor of &
gaside remarkable for ite captivaling rhythm, Ming.

; ohihef, who specialised in the oult of vine, and Asjadi,
- whi is responsible for the following well-known quateain,

Patron of arta,

s - g rngt famous,®
\ e dntanils of tho Hvos of the posts cannot be given her
ki 'u_ilfﬂihb_-gri nitompied. Trof. Browne's
O (Cemtimuedy

T e
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“T do repent af wine sod talk of wine,
“Of idols fair with chine lile silvor fine.
A lip-repentance and a Tuatful heart —
() God, forglve this penitence of ming |
But it ia obvious that the Bulten's patronage,
while stimulnting men of dectnt merit to do their best,
would fuil to roach the highest genius, which in every
conntry and in gvery age hos ssorned to bow ita lmoes to
demoarnaies and kings, For this Mahmud i in no way
to blame. Mankind has yot to dissover o mothod for
dealing with its finest produste, Whatever bo tho ale.
ment of troth in the famous Firdaval Jogond, the
teadition that represents the grest post, In whom
Porsinn nationalivn smounted to s religlon, as flying
from an omperor of Afrasiyab's (Turkish) rece,
certainly gives uws an {des of the pgloom that sab
appressively on the meost sensitive  Parsian minds,
Two porsons of o radienlly different  atamp  wers
destined  to share  Firdawsi's fate. The great
physiclan and biclogist, Bhaikh bu Al Bina (Avicsnna),
refoged to eome to the court of & king to whem
the mclentist's wiews and bis semse of personal
Independence would have been equally unpalatable,
ond after fiying from- town to town before the agents

Literary Hittery of Periay Vol I, Chap. II and Maolans
Bhibli  Numani's - Shirai-Afen, Vol I, have pub ins modsen
forem all that dn found in the old Tebivade  Goo obeo Tadi, Suafer
in  Fersian Lileraturs, published by the MNational University,
Alignsh. ‘The Firduusi lagend han been enhjected to s trenchont
exidoiom by the joornal “Urdu,' edited by Maulvi Abdol Hag
Behib, which has robbed the Hme-liouwoured stocy of .all its
charm.
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of Mahmnd's wrath, he at last found a safe saplum with

" the Duwaihid rlac of Ray. s friend, the mathema-
ticlan-sebolar Abu Rikan Alberuni, whoss appreciative
wiudy of Hindu philcsopby stands in such plassant
contrast with the projudicss of o stormy time, was
less fortunate. Brought & prisonsr from his native
Ehwaeazm, he wos thrown loto prison and thence
exiled to Indin cn that life of wandering to which we
owe tho immortal Kitabul Hind.*

The poetry of Mobmud's age reflacts the spirit of
the timo, Itis brillisnt bub not deep. Myatin jdons
had mobt yet hecoms current cofn, and the ghasal, the
grand vahiole of mystic emotion, hnd not yeb been diy-
covered. Qasidus (ponogyrio odes) In praise of goneroms
patrons were the poet's principsl occupntion. The
gening of Firdnusi beought the mamawi (romnnce) into
vogua, whila his moster, Asadi, in credited with the
oot very commendable invention of the Munaszirah or
'strife-poem’'—a composition which leaves littls room
for pootio thoughts, Qas  (frogments) and rebads
{quatraing) sorved o express the post's lightsr maoods,
Yet the Ghoanavide poots, for all their short-oomings,
bave & oortain freshness which succeeding ngos have
logked. Thers ia wo artifichality about them, They
hovd tasted the joya of materinl prospority and Jeved to

I ~~proiso tho beauty of women of fesh and blood and the
it F-;ﬂu;_mg iu:t_o\:ll:nll'.un of .'winm Tha reality of their

“-R-‘lhn- vory inbersrting atscdotes about  Albarunl ‘mnd
m-.u;u_h found i the Chader Megale of Fiami-nl
Anrgasiil 1GihbE Mot il Sorien), A short Liogra-
lan ls e tn §h0 Habibis Siper.
i it ]
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boman emeotlons prevented them from falling into the
meaningless verboaity of later ages ; and if thoy luck the
deeper perception of their mystic susoassors, whoao songs
bogin snd end with & symbelie representation of the
Abnolute, their pootry s ot Jeast in touch with life, Tha
poab anng of what his sudiencs knew and falt—the clash
of arms on the field of strife, the joys of companionship
in the warrior's eomp, the imumseable emeticns of
man and women whom sn srtifielal oultuse had nob yob
deprived of thale native intensity of fealings, and, nbove
all, of the glerles and sorrowa of thelr much loved Trap,
The thenghts and emotions of the educated man of
tho day.were the most favoured thomes of the poet's
verne, The great period of Perslan poetry, which begins
with Sadi and ends with Jamd, was yot to come.
Hevertheloss the constructive genius of the poot won
vistories mors eolid than the warrier's futilo campaigna,
The empire of Mabmud crumbled to dust nise years
after the Boltan's death, The Shehnama lves for
ever.

Mubmud's work in India is revorved for o soparate
discussion but the Sultsn was essontinlly o ocontral
Asinn prince.  Tho historle soll of Ajam was the
goarden and the geave of Ghasnavide hopes. The
ccsmopalitan administeation of the Caliphate had been
ehattered beyond the possibility of reconstruction, and
the new impirislism with I8 secular and Persian
outlook hnd been in tho air for some gonerstions prat.
HMow “imperinlism’ means two things—first, o compuest
of the smaller principalities that would bring all Muslim
peoples, who had been infused with the spirit of Pergisn
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civilisation, within the fold of o tinglo state ; and sscond.
Iy, the ercctlon of & just and beooficiont ndminietrs-
tion that would reconeile every mection of the subjects
to their common government by an ers of proaparity
snd poaoo, Mahmud's performance of the first part
of his work is na remarkable as hin failure to perform
the secand. The ries of the Ghamavide empire struck
contampornries with wonder; but they woro no Jess
surprized with tho rapidity of fta fall,

A man of reflnement and eulturs with an instinetive
admimtion for everything beantifol in Hterature and ar,
ib was in generalship that Mahmuod oxcellsd. War waa
the prevoiling madness, but never since the fall of the
Saszininn Empire before the armies of the Second Callph
bad an invader so Invinaibls apperod on the Persian soil.
The oxploits of Alszander in the Eest wers rivalled
andd, in foob, surpassed. The Tariar barborisos of the
" narth were driven poll-mell beyond the Juxartes, The
‘minor dynasties' of Perals were crushed to destl.
Trom Tafwhan to Bundelkhand and from Samarkand
to Gujent, the Ghaznavide subdued every opponent and
struck down every rival. The conquered peopls wers
no cowards. They fought beavely and were s willing
to die ns their Ghazoavide opponents, It was Mahmud's
- Eolentific imaginstion that mado the difference. A gainet
fho clomsy organisation of the Indinps snd their
@ﬂ,ﬂ-ﬂh tirust in ‘mere numbees, ba brought into the fsld

"llu.l»t-hu-rlbemttﬁmdta abey tlie ﬂn:ummﬂs
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ranks. Dut strategy rother than teotics was Mabmud's
atrong point. From his throne at Ghasnin his eaghe-
éye survoyod everything in east and west, Ho know
where to strike and bo always struck hard, The mpidity
of his marches surprised and bewildered his oppononts,
The man who, in the course of o single year, ever
awed the Carmathisns at Molien, defeated the Tartars
at Balich and yob found timo onough to capture o
robellions governor on tha Tanks of the Jhelum, canld
not fail to create bavoo among his stout-hoacted but
slow-moving contemporarics, And yob Mahmud, for all
his darlng, was the mont cautions of mon, He nevae
attocked an enamy be wus nob strong enough to over.
power,  He never failed in what he undertook becausa
be undertook nothing impaosaible,. Tha Tndisn invasions,
in which his militasy genins ehows Itself b ita bes,
are & marvellons mixture of baldness with caution,

Administrative questions, on the other hand, never
intereated Mahmud, and while taking up the command
of the nrmy in porson, be el the prossio task of onrry.
ing on tho govermment to his ministers. His civil
afficers had the efficienoy ho roquired ; they wers atriot
and heavy-handed and worled their machinery with
the sama dissipline and order as thele millbary collaa.
gute. Dat they* lacked that brendth of vision, which
winld bave anabled them to supplement the conquests
of their. master by & fareighled stotesmanship and
construct & machivery of imperial administration on
pormansant and durable foundations, His wasirs were
certalnly elever and thorough in their methods, bat lke
all sdministrative experis they wers devoid of ideslism g
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and an empire without ideals {5 pn edifice on quick-
sands.  For the first two years of hia roign, bis father's
Waair, Abul Abbng Fugih Almed bin Infarioni, continued
ot his post. Abul Abbas was fgnorant of Arsble and
made Porsing the cfficlal lnnguago—an  innovation
sbolished by his famous suocessor, Bub if lacking in
education, ho had that extessive knowledge of affair
which was to be expected of one whe hod risen to ba
the seoond groatest man igfthe kingdom from the hum.
ble position of nolerk, Tnd he “‘worked marvels in the
sdministration of the state and the army.” The Bultan,
bowevor, quarrellod with bim over the possesslon of
Turkish slave, and the fallen Wasir was tortored to
death by the officers who wished to deprive him of all
his wealth. Abul Abbas' succesacr, the great Khwaja
Ahmnd bin Hasan Maimandd, laft on hin contemporaries
an impression second only to that of Mahmed, A
foster-brother and classmato of the Sultan, Ehwnja
Abmad wos distinguished thronghout his lifa by an
unimpenshable loyalty to the Honse of Gharnin, which
in no way interfered with the stern obadiones ho
-deraanded of his subordinates for himeslf, His father,
Hasan Maimandi, collecter of revenne ad Bust, was
banged by Bubakiigin on s charge of proulation, but
the sud event had no effecton the eom's coreer. Tt
would heve bean diffioult, if pet impossibla, for the
, Bnltan to embark on his conquering eareer without the
M capasity of his minlster to support him, An
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Bultan woro roally Incompatible; the Ebwejs's soft
tongue snd effusive lopaléy delayed, bob could nob
finally pravent, the inevitable ropturs.  His sxtea.
ordinacy ascandancy was painful to many, and o strong
party, headed by the Sultan'n son-in-law, Amic Ali, and
the grent genaral, Altuntash, was formed agningt him.
The Sultan made up his mind to prove that the Khwajs
wns nob indispensble and imprisoned bim in on Indinn
forl.  Au if to show thot the offics, could be abolished,
if necessnry, Mahmod rofrsined from sppointing o Wasir
for some time. Hin chaoleo ultimately foll on Ahmad
Husain bin Mikal, gonerally known as Hosnale, The
pow Weazir, o close perganal friend of tha Bultan, was
remarieablo for his ‘oonversational powers,' and unfor.
tunataly nleo for ‘the impetnosity of his temporament,”
which impallad kim to toke the wrong side in the
succesalon-gueation that arces towards the end of
Malimud's roign,

An extepsive ampire had beon established over
the roing of many governments. What fort We are
not told that Mahmud's administration was better than
what hod existed before, whils the colleation of revenus
wos certalnly more sirlet. Everybody complained that
the Sultan went on conguering without being nble to

cetablish peace szd corder in the conquersd lands.
+ The condition of the Punjab wes cbactio end other
provinoes fured no botter,  Carsvon rowtes were unssfe,
and the ooonsinnnl efforts of the government to provide
for the eafaly of {8 merchanta displey its woakness
mathor than its strongth, "Ho is & stopid follow', s
Muslim mystio is said to have remarked of bim, “Unabls
to administer what he already possssses, ho yob goes

bo b g
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! out to eondquer naw countrinn," A strong sonsg of justics
Maheond eertdinly had, and many stories snd aoscdotos
are told about bim, but he nover wenb boyond deciding
with neutences and wisdom the fow enges b onme
i befors him. No ganaral effork was mude to suppress the
robber chiefs, whose onstlen preventsd all intor.com.
municetion betwesn the various parta of the ampira, Ne
imperial polies aystam was organised to porform the
wark which smaller princes present on the spob bad
done bofore, The armed and organised populations of
modioval cities and towns required but Httle help from
the stato to stand vp against the forces of diacrdar, bub
oven that lithe was not foerthooming. We have only to
centrast the Ghazvavide governmont with the empires
of the Beljugs and of the Sultens of Delhi to see the
elements Mabmud woefully lacked. No laws, good
or bad, stand to his name, No administrative moasures
of importence emannted from his acute mind, which
failed topeo anything greater or nobler than an evars
expanding field of military glory. The peoples foraibly
brought within the ompire—Indians, Afghans, Turks,
_Tartars and Persinos—wore joined together by no bond
exoept their subordinetion to o common monarch, A
wise, firm and benefioiont administration would have
reconoiled thom to the loss of their local libarties, bub
that i just whot Mabnud failed to provide, The Sultan
~~ And his officersnlone were interestad in the eontinuntion
e 6 empire; and when nine years affer Mahmud's
i, the Boljugs knodked down the purpossites siruo-
; *m enzed bo: mpmr itn fate,
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hin proper plaes in eantern hisiory, He was casentially
the piemeer of the ‘new imparialipm' brought into vogue
by the Persian Renalsssnte, The em of the "Universal
Muslin Coliphate' bod gone, never to return, snd the
Buocssor of the Prophet wes no more the adminisbm.
tive head of the Faithfal, The ‘minor dynsstiss’ had
proved thameslves o pest by their uncessing inteigoss
and purposeless wara, The only ' possible nliernative
wis & ‘secular emipire,’ or ‘sallasal’ as Mahmud oslled
it, which weuld unite the Muslim world together and
give it tho pesco and prosperdty It Jonged for, Talam
had neither eontemplatod nor sanctioned the morl
foundations of the new institution, which drow its inspi-
ridion frem anclent Persin and broathed its pagan spirit;
and the shoriot, in spite of it democratio outlook, woa
gradually twinted to suit tho roquirements of the time
and ended by preaching submission to the monnroh,
whe assumed, under the pretencoe of being the ‘Shadow
of Ged" (Zilullah), the aira of the ‘divine’ Bassanian
ompoerors.  The result was both good sod bad, Tha
demooratio feeling, which bas peralsied in tho social lifa
of the Mussalmans in spite of all opposing foroes, was
climingted from politics, and polition]  subssrviencs,
from being & postulats of necessity and priudence, was
olovaiad to the dignity of a religious duty. “Obedienos to
leingn," says Abdul Fozl, summing up the wisdom and
the folly of six bundred yoars, "3 o kind of divins
worship." At the same time the monarchical idea and
the secilacisastion of politics led to much that was

undoubtedly beneficial, The peoples of Ajsm were
welded togother by their loyalty to & commen king in
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spite of their roeinl differences and sectarinn whrifeg,
Moreover it besams posalble for Muslims and noen-
Musllms to live togsther when religion was comsidered
o private affoir of the king and the sphere of governs
ment was rentristed to the secular affairs of tho subjeats,
T Mahmud of Ghaznin bolongs the eredit of being
the first Mualim emperor, and to him maore than to any-
one else tho ris of 'meonrchical sovereigoty’ nmoog the
Mussnlmaos o dus. Ti doss oot detract from biv muorit
thot ho wos followed by statesmen abler then himaslf
snd by dynestien more permsnent than hin vwn. The
Eoljuqe of Persia and the Emperor-Bulteos of Delhi
purpassed  him as sdminitrators, snd Chengix and
i Timur in conquering might, A pionesr is bound to
have his shoricomings. Hin Central Asian policy was
deveid of stategmanship while his work fn Indls waa
even more deplorble.
J‘I‘-“I‘I:nu,gh Tndia tock up much of Mohmud's time, ahe
bad no plece fn his dreams, Hia real nim was the estab-
liskment of & Turko-Fervisn empire and the Indinn
erpeditions weore o means to that end. They gave
bim the prestige of & *holy warrior', which was requir-
od to rafse him heasd and shoulders above the basket-
full of Ajomi princes, avery one of whom wes doter-
mined to be great, while the wealth of the temples
. mpde the financisl position of bia kingdom weoyre and
:I|‘W him to organise sn srmy which the minor
m, wrare in. no position o rosist. Rayond thia
'lﬂl-'li, km 'I-hﬂ Hmitﬂmnu of his power, did
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without & oetive Muslim population to support it
Mahmud wan 5o misslonary ; conversion was ot bis
objeot; and he had too much of good sense to waste
away his army ina futlle abtempt to leep down o
hostils population by srmed gurrinons. He took st
sweep-stake all that centuries of Indian industry had
wocomulated, sod then left the Indians to robuild, ns
well pa they could, the roined forbifications of their
vilios and the fallen altars of their gode. Ho obtained
tha gold and the prestige he nooded and he hind aspired
for nothing cles,  Excoph for o passing moad at Ankil-
warn, bo nover thought of satablishing hiv power ovor
the oountry., Anvexation wis not his object. The
addition of tha Punjab to his kiogdom so Inko ng 102122

proves, rather than disproves, his non-territorial ambl-="

ticns,. He had st first expeciod his allinncs with
Anandpal to enable him to pemctrate (o the trans-
Cangetio - plain.  That allingee fuiled owing to the
Inttec's death and Mshmud folt the noossity of having
bis fopting somewhors in the eountry. Fven then ke
aeemns to bnvo looked atb Labore and Multan simply ss
robber's perohes, from wham he eould plongs intoe
Hindustsn nid Gujeat at will, His western campnigns,
on the other hand, give evidence of n different poliay.
Thoy alwaya lod to annexations, and very often Mah-

mud personnlly supervissd the establishment of his
govarnment over the acnguersd territory.

The Tndian campaigos sre cone of the finest neo-
hitversants of miitasy genius, | Mahmud was veaturing
inte an uwnknown conntry of largs rivers, thiok forosts
and m hitterly hoatile people of whoss langusge and
customs he wee igoorant, To snother moam b would
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bave besn o lenp in the dark but Mahmud, unwlilling
ta take any rishs, proceeded  warlly and ndvoneed from
poiut to paint with o mixture of boldness and esution,
whish ja ag sdmirmble ns the fearlees and dushing
coursge of his subordioates, A false slop would have
meant disaster; the loss of o single battle would have
lefe bis disorganined forces nk the mercy of the popn.
Intion, Ab first he never venturcd more than ten ar
twelvo morohes from his base and his sequisition of
Bhorn oonbled him to stelke safely at the enemy. Bub
eaution brought sucooss, suzcess brought prestige, and
Malenud, finding thet his more nams had grown power.
ful encagh to averawn his cnomies, plunged theice into
the trans-Gangetio plain and n fourth time into Gujrat.
The campaigns ook like trivmphsl merches bot were
really full of danger. Fven an indecizive battls would
hove rovived the spirit of the much barassed Indisns
and bropght uosxpected forcea into the field. Mah—
mud trombled when in 1019-20, after an unconbested
murch of thres months from his capital, ha at lost comn
neroes the Eai of Ealanjer, who could show a good fght;
yok the light of the Bai ot night shows the terror the
Sultan inspired. Still if Mahmud wes to possess himeslf
of the treasures of the temples, the risk had to be under-
taken; for o piecemsal annexation of the country waa
- beyond his strength. The fsaue showed thabt he had

not miscaloniated sny impmt-nh faotor in the situs-
t 1I:Im Bultan's great advaniage over his Indian

cppenants was |he unitary organi-
"1'3' mation of his ptats, The resources

R .-‘|..|1- .
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a single mind; the strongth of Hindostan was divided
among o moltitude of factivns Rais, sub-fais, Toeal
chiefe and village-beadmen, botwesn whom soything
lilo sonsible co-operation was impossible, The fendsl
erganisation of the Indinns, with its divided alleginnes,
dlanniah spirit and love of local independence, left
tham helplens bafors an enemy to whom foudilism and
clannish faaling was nlike uoknewn. The Ghamnavides
krow and obayed their muaster; the Indisns bad no
magtor to cbay. The power of the Raiof Lahoro woa
defied by the Fair subordinats to him, who refueed 1o
be ralegated to the pesition of mece governces; and
instead of mesting the cnemy s the loyal gensrals of
the chief whom hin position and pre-eminence alike
eptmed to mark off as the netiona! hero, they preferred
ta b defeated. by the Ghaznavide ons by one, An inter.
onl rovolution, which would bave placed the defansive
etrength of the country in the hands of & central power,
wiik nhuolutely nowssary if the newly-atison enemy waa
to bo resisted with sucoess, Bob the baml of the ro-
former woa numbed by the tims.honoured costoms of
ages; ond the tribal feuds of the Indiane, their compli-
cutod system of military tenures nnd local rights, pre-
vented them from mustering in full force on the fisld
of battle, The remmlt wes defont, disgrace, disnster.
Temple afted temple wns plandered ; the centres of
Indian civilisation ware ruined; and neithor the wisdom
of the Brahman, nor the heroism of the Kshatirivas, nor
the piovs adoration of silent millions eould provont
their idels of gold and eilver from being melled into
Gheznavide oo, The Indisns did not Jack fighting
epirit, snd they hsd & country snd & religion fully
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worthy of their dovatfon. The carnage round the
Bomnath {emple, the cournge with which the gareison
of many an unknown fort died to the lagt man before
the unwavering Ghaznavida rankn, showed what better
lesdership might have achieved —and proved, if proof
was needed, that evon in the hour of deapest gloom the
Indinns had not forgotten how to dis. Dot their social
nod politien] customs paralysed them; for with ua,
unfortnnately, custom is not an aceldent but the essonce
of faith,

The graat Sultan did nob fail to toke ndvantage
of this ‘organised anarohy' cnes be bad discovered its
roal pature. His firsl steps were tontatlve, but the
spestacls of an army, innumersble ss note and loonsts,
fiying away from Waibind (1008) before pven the battle
bad beoyme warm, convinced him that the Indipn con.
federacy wos s soulless ghost befors which be had
needlensly trombled, With cosssless care b and his
father had forgod o terrible monchine whith could b
now uaed to good purpose, The Ghasnavide army was
compased of hoterogenous materin), but striot dinsipline,
yoara of eowrndeship in armoe, the memory of past
_Yigtories and hopes of fubure spolistion and plunder,

',hnd welded Indians, Afghans, Turks snd Parsians
 togeiber. Training had crested confiderics and confl.
denoe Jed to sucosss,  Above all, the yubsrdination of
6Ty }in: to the penetrative jntellect snd commanding

ho Sultan pave it nn irresistible momentum

b Wﬂﬂh nppuunu Mshmud fnshed
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drove them nwny from one ancther snd defeated tham
indetndl. There was no reslsting his might. *Fing, widi,
viei.! A dork fenr begnn to oppress the Indisn mind.
It wos imagined that the Mussalmons would be always
victarious and that a pew race of Huna wonld hold the
sasred soil of Aryevarts in perpeton] terroriam. Mo-
thing eould be farther from troth. Tha Ghaznavide had
nob come to stay.

._{/‘_f‘ha ner-religious character of the sxpeditions will

— ’ be obvicun to the critile who bas
nomio MOLYER sepgred the spliont fenturos of the
ol fhie Sovasions. spirit of the age.  They woro nob
| orusades but secular exploits woged for the ‘greed of
| gMEy ond gold. It is impessible to rend a religions
motlve into them, The Ghesmavide army wes not &
hout of holy warriors resolved to live and die for the
faith; it was an enlisted and pald army of trained
velarans acoustomed to fight Hindus and Mussalmens
alike. Onlyin two of the later campaigne were any
volunteers presect, and Ineignificant os wan their pro-
portion to the regolar troops, Mabmud found them
unfit for the rapld snd disciplined movements he
desired. The Bultan wns too undemocratio in outlook
and temper for marshalling the forces of & triumphant
fanaticism and he never emayed the tosk*  The
missionary wpirit, that might have weplk over the fate
of mo many eouls "loat to paradise’ or seen in Indis a

ot fs & kigniflonnt fact thet Mahmod seldom, If ever,
shared the hard life of his woldiers. Buch a thing would have
een halow the dignity of the ‘now monnrahy.,'
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fortile, goil for implaniing the Prophet's Faith, was
daniad to him, Hie object was lower and mors realis.
Irhlﬂlla Content to deprive the ‘unbeliovers’ of their
worldly goods, be never forood them to change Lheir
fiaith and lofs Indin (ko non-Muslim lnnd he foond it

For time out of mind the exports of Indie had
beom in excess of lerimports and
The wealth of preclons molals had boan slowly
the temples, drswn  jnbo the couniry. Mines
wore also being worked in varlous
provinces. Tho natural comsequence was sn over-
aooumulating maes of gold and silver, which won for
Indis & repuiation for fabulous riches, snd, by the
time of Maohmud, had become a strioun notiopal dlu:gﬂ.'.-’
Add to it, gonerations of pious Hindus bad geaduslly
traneforced the weolth of the country Lo the temples,
which, unlike the peasants' pursn snd the Rai's teeasury,
[nover loat what they had once guined. 1t was impos-
sible that the Indian temples, like the Cotholic Church
in Europe, should not ssoner or later temph some cne
le:g and unserupulows enough for the implous deed,
Wor was ib to be expected that o man of Mabmud's
oharnotor would sllow the tolorance Telam inculontes
to reitrain him from taking possession of the gold,; ‘o
| whioh hia beart toroed ss o magnet Lurns townrds
iran,’ when the Tndinos themmelves had simiplified  his
Cwork by cantentrating tho wealth of their countey at
eu-ﬁ-r stleated places, Plundering an enemy’s place of
- atgrabip was raparded by contomporaries 8s o legitimate
o - lﬂn mmidniﬂs qunuqnmag ofa dnfm.
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| b what he did; they knew bis mobives wers soconomie,
not religlous, and grevided » aficient indemnity “woa
offired, Be was not unwilling to spurs theic idols. e
took nway the gold they would bave loved te retsin
but never compelisd them “§o_joln & crsed in which

they did not believe. His Indian soldiers worn frea Lo
blew Thuir sankh and baw Boforo their idols in Tmperil
Ghagnin, Ho accepted the principle of toloration ia
the resiricted form in which hin sge understeod ik
and it would bo futile to blame lim for not rising to
1 maral beight of the generations that followed and
thie generations that had gone bofore, .

Mo hopmt historfan shovld seck to hide, and no

it Muszalman nequainted with his faith
glam—aon & will iry o justily, the wanton
;:::ir::m w4 raction of temples that followed
. in tho wals of the Gharoevide army.
Contemporary na woll as Inter historians do not
attampt to veil the nefaricus mots bub relate them with
prido, It i easy to twist cne's conscience; and wo
koow only too well how vasy it ia to flad a roligions
'jmt.iﬂmt.im for what people wish to do from worldly
motives. Talsm sonctionsd naither the vendalism npoe
the plundering motives of the invader; no principle
Ynown to tho Sharial justified the uncolled for attack
on Hindo princes who had doms Mahmud snd bis
subjects no harm; the wanton - destruction of places  of
worship in condemned by the law of every creed.  And
yot Talom, though it waa not an inapiring motivg, could
be utilised a8 an o posteriort fuatifieatisn for what bad
beorr done, 1t wes not difficult to identify the spolistion
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of pon-Muslim populations with service to Islam, and
pornons Lo’ wham the argument was addressed found
it too much in conscnancs with the promptings of their
own interesls to examine it ccitically. So the precepia
of the Quean were misinterpreted or ignerod ond the
tolerant policy of the Becond Caliph wea cost aside

SoA4n order that Mabmud snd his myrmidons may be
sble o plunder Hindu temples with & clear sand un-
troubled eonscisnce.

It 1 & situation to make one pause. With & now
faith everything depends on ita methed of pressnte-
ticn. It will be welcomed if ib opposrs o & message
of hopa, and hated i it wears the mask of o brotal
terroriam,  Inlom sa o world-fores §s to ba judged by
the life of the Prnp'hu{ and the polioy of the Bocond
Caliph, Tte early anccesses were really dee to it
character an o revalotiomary force againat religions that
bad lost their heold on the minds of the pecple and
agningt socinl and peliticnl eystems that were grinding
down the lower classes. Under such ciroumstances
the victory of Islam was considersd by the conguersd
population os somothing intrinsicolly desirable ; It
ended the regimo of oo aristocrstio prissthood and &
decrapit monaraby, whils the doctrine of equality, first
preached in the esstern world, opened o career to the
talent of the depressed masses and resulted in the whola.
mals conversion of the populations of Arabia, Syris,
Porein and Iraq. Now Hinduism with ita jntense and
living fiith was something quite unlike the Zoras.
teinnism of Persla and tha Christinnity of Asia Miner, .
which had so eseily euccumbed before the invader ; i

"
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suffared from po deep soated intornal disesses and, a
peenlinrity of the pational charmeter of the Hindung,
‘deoply sested in them apd manifest to everybody,’
waoan their intorse sntisfacbion snd pride in thelr cos-
tome.  “They believe," says Albaruni, “that thore ig
no country but theirs, 'no nation like theirs, no kings
ko theirs, no religion lke theich, no seimes like theirs,
*They nre haughty, foolishly wain, selfcomosited and
stalid, According to their boliof, there i no country
on oortli but theirs, no other meo of men but thaira,
and no oronted beings besiden them hove mny lonow.
ledge or sclence whatsosver. Their haughtiness ia
such that, if you tell them of any sclence or peholars
in Ehorasan snd Persis, they will think yon both an
ignornmus and s lar'” Prople with thia insularity
of outlook were not likoly to lond their sars te o pow
messago.  Bub the policy of Mabmud secured the rejea.
tion of Telam without a hearing,

A religion is naturally judged by the charnoter of J:}'

thdse who buliove in it; their foults end their wirtoes
_-rare bolioved to bo the effect of their creed. It waa
imovitable that the Hindus shoold comsider Ialam a

devintion from the truth when ite followers deviated so -
doplornbly from the path of reclitude sod justice. A
poople is nat conollisted by being rebbed of all it holds
most danr, nor will it love a faith that comes to it in
the guire of plunderiog armies and leaves devastated
fields and rofned cities as monuments of ita victoricus
method for reforming the morals of s prosperous but
Huntia warld, “They came, burnt, killed, plundered,
nptn.tld—lnd weat awey'" was n Porshin's desoription
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; of the Mongol invasions of his countey; it would not
" be an foapproprinte summary of Mabmud's achisve-
memta in Hindostan, Tt woa nob tias thet thet Prophet
had presched Talam in Arabia; and no ono noed be
aurprised that the enrser of the conquering Ghoznnvide
created a burning batred for the new faith in tho
| Hindu mind and blocked s progress move effectunlly
than nemies aod forte. “Mabmud,” sayn the observant
Alborunl, "utterly roived the prospority of tho coun-
try, and pocformed those wondecful exploits, by which
thy Hindus boeame ke stoms of dust seattered in all
dirootivos wnd lke s tele of old in the mouth of tha
poople,  Their sonttorsd remoina ohorish, of sourss,

A ha sooat fveberata hatred of ll Moslime: Thir fa

the reasen, too, why Hindo solenees hovo robired far
away from thoes parts of the country conguersd by
us; and have fled to places whers our hand eannot
yot reach, to Knshmir, Bonaras and ather places. And
there the antegonism between thom and all foreigners
roeives more and maors neurishment both from polltieal
nnad religiows and other canses.”

‘The evil that men do lives sftor thom; the good
In eften buoried with thelr bones!' Mahmud's werl,
whatever it might have boen, wne swopt off fifteon
yoars after bis death by the Hiodn Rovivel, ‘Thess
who had taken up thesword perished by the mwerd.
Eosb of -Lohore no trace of the Mussalmans remained;
and Mihmnd's victorles, while they failed to shake the
mordl “confidence of Hindulsm, wan_an overlusiing

?ﬁﬂﬂﬁdﬁ Two centuries Inter, mon Wha
“Mahmud as widely as two human beiogs
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onn possibly differ, onea mora brought Tnlam into the
Innd, PBut times had ochanged. Tha arrogancs of tha
Mupgsalmoos bsd disappeared with the -conguest of
Ajum by the Mongolinn hordesa. The spiit of the
Feminn Roanissancoe hod blopsomed and died, and the
new mysticlam, with il cosmopoliten tondencles and
with dootrines which did not cesontislly differ from
what the Hindu rishis bad teught in ansient daye,
made possible that exochange of idena botwoen men of
tho two oreeds which Alberuni had longed for in vain.
Instead of the veterans who had crcesed the frentier
in soarch of their winter-spoils, thore ¢ame o host of
rofogees from the burning villages of Central Asia,
longing for o spob where they conld lay their hends
in peage and osabing nside, all bopos of refurning to
the land of their birth, The serpent bad reapposred
but without his polsonous fangs. The intolloctunl
history of medleval Indin bagine with the adveni of
Bhaikh Moinnddin of Ajmere and ita politioa] history
with tho occession of Sultan Alauddin Khilji; the two
fentures which distingulsh { from preceding gensra-
tions are (e mystio propaganda started by the Ohishtl
Bafnt and the sdministzative and economic messures
insugurated by the revolutionnry; Emperor. With the

\.fpmpu history af onr tountry Mahmud hos nothing to
do. But we have inhaeited from him the most bitker
drop in our cup. To later gonerations Mahmod beoame
tho sroh-fanatio he never was; and in that ‘Insarnation’
be is still worshipped by smch Muzsslmans as have
oast off the teachings of Lord Erishns in their devotion
Lo minor gods, Islnm's worst enemies bave ever beon
its own fanatical followors,

/



CHAPTER IV

FALL OF THE GHAZNATIDD EMPILE

Sulten Mahmod's two eldest sone, Mosmd and
Mobnmmad, were born on the same

st stionof gay and it was difficolt to decids
' tho question of procodence betwsen

them. DBuot Mobsmmad, s victoous and educated
prince who composed vorses in Arable, had neither the
energy nor the atroogth peccasary for wislling o
sorpite, and Lhe oyes of sll men ware naturally turnod
townrds his brothor, who had the physique and pér-
sonality of & Rostum, Mo one could 1ift Masud's moce
with oo band from the ground nnd his arrow piersed
through a plate of sieel, But the Sultan, somewhat
envious of faats totally beyond his own strengh,
mede o will in favour of Mobemmad and obtained &
JSirman confirming it from the Caliph, The Wazir, Hasnalk,
Blso worked for Mobammad snd o brittle salliance of tha
vobles was formed in his favour, Masud rofused to
submib. “The Sword is & truer anthority than any writ-
ing,’ be, stontly. declared; and the Sultan, to whom his
fon's angwor wis conveyed, felt it to be painfully true,
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The conguests in enstorn Persia during the last years
of Mahmud's reign hnd been  mostly
mffh'm Moham. gy, 45 Masud, sod when retuming
fram Ray to Balkh in 1029, the
Bultan had laft him in charge of Khorasun and the nawly
conquered tercltorien. Tt was, consequently, easier for
Mobsmmand's supporters to obtain control of the oapital
¢n his fnther's death, They summened bim from Gerkan
and placed him op the throne, The now Bulten distri-
buted large suma to make himsalf populer, His subjsota
and soldiera thanked him for the kindnesa bot refusad
to take him seriously, Everyone expested Mamd would
ocome and overthrow the rickely government. Leas
than two monthanfter his accession, the famsun Abun
Najm Ahmsd Ayaz, Al Dayab snd s body of slaves
took horsos from the royal stables fn broad daylight and
started for Bust, Thoy were overtaken by Boyand Rai,
the commandor of the Hindus, and in the battle that
followed most of the alaves were slain, Eut Soyand Ral
himeslf was killed, and Ayae and Ali Diyah suocesded
in reachiog Mosud's camp at Waishapur,
Masud had offored to remain content with Ehorasan
/ and Irmqg provided hin samée was
coTseud's - gicen procodence in the Khutba, but
on receiving o harsh reply from his

brother, he decided to march on Ghaznin, Mohpmmad, on
his side, advanced from the capital to Takinabad, where
ho passad the month of Ramaran. But his strongaat sup-
porters, Yusof bin Subuktigln, & brother of the lale
Bultan, Amir Ali Kheshnwand and the Wazir Hasnak,
decidod to make s belated attempt to plosss Masud by &
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betrayal of their own sandidate. Two days after the Eid,
on the night of October 3,7thoy deagged him out of bis
tent, sont him to s forb of Kendher, and then advanced
to weleome his brother at Hoent, Masud, hewever, refus-
ed to overlook the fault of thoss who had conspired
againgt him for yanrs, Mobammad was blinded by hio
Brother's crder, Amir Ali Kheshawand was put to desth
aod Yusuf bin Subukiigin was threwn Inte prizon whers
‘be disd,

Hisnnk was resprved for the disgrace of a public
exeoution ot Balkh, Masud reontled

Fall of Hosrak, his fother's famous Wazir, Ehwain
Abmod bin Hasan Maimandi, from

bis Indian prisonand entrusted him with tho office ha
bad held for eightess years with such dignity and power,
The fate of the fallen Wasir, 8o graphically deseribed
by Baihaki, won the aympathy of all hearte, After
weeks of bard and degrading imprisonment, Haznsk wan
summoned to the dian whers the grest Khwajs be-
haved with extracrdinary politensss, Ho wia saked to
sign s bond giving up all his property io the Sultsn and
the two Wasirs parted  with o tonshing forgivensss and
affection, “In the time of Sultan Mahmud," Hasnal
apologived, "and by bis orders, T ridiculed the Khwaja;
it was o fault bot T hed no help bot to obey. The post
-of Wazir was given to me, though it wasno place for
mo, Bl L formed no design againet.the Kbhwajn and
Jalways fuvormd bis peopls. Lam weary of life but
sgme - enro ought Tto be taken of my children and my
: an.d the Khwajn muoat -forgive me.” Ho bursh
Inlo-hmttrri the Khwaja's-eyes wora filled with teats

=ty
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slao. “Yeu are forgiven," he replied, "but you musk
nob be 5o dejected for happiness is still pessible. T hava
oongidered and nocopt it of the Almighty: I will take
oaro of your family if you are deomed." But the Sultan
had mads up his: mind and the inkrigues of Bu Sal)
Zavznl, the minister of war, left the lsaue in oo doubs,
While passing through Syrin on bis return-journey from
Meooa during the reign of Sultan Mahmud, Hasuak had
raceived s robe of bonour from the anti-Caliph of Egypt,
and this hnd laid him open to the charge of boing o Cap-
mnthisn. The Oaliph of Bagdad had protestad but Mah.
mnd, who lenew Hasnnk's rotionniiatio beliefs, would not
sllow bim to be punished for an imputation so baseleag,

“Write to this doting old Caliph," Mahmud had
ordered hia peoratary, “that for the sl of the Abbasid.
#2 1have meddled withall the weeld. T am hunting
for Carmathisns, and whenever coe ia fonnd who la
proved to be so, he is impaled. If it was proved thes
Haanak is o Carmathian, the Commander of the Faith-
fuol would soon Jenrn of what had happened to him, Bub
Thove brought him up and he stands on an equplity
with my nona and my brothers, T be is & Carmathiag,
po am [ also.” The old charge was now revived, Two
men wers dressed up 88 messengers from the Caliph
domanding Hasnek's death sy o Carmathisn, and
Masnd, with pretended roluctance, noceded to the
Caliph's dsmand. But everybody knew the truth, *If
Masud mounts the throns, let me be hanged," Husmak
hod declarad in the days of his arrogant power; snd
Mpand having succseded, Hasnak had to mount ‘the
plesd be had never ridden befare.”
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At the foot of the scaffold Hasnak threw off his
coat and shirt. ‘His body was
o Ohaznavide white as silver and his face Jike
i hundreds of thousands of pictures,’
All men were orying with griof. He replied neither to
the insults of his enemies nor to the questions asked,
but his lips were seen moving in some silent prayer.
He was made to wear a helmet and vizor lest his head,
which was to be sent to the Caliph, should be battered
beyond recognition by the stones the public was ex-
peoted to throw. But the publio, barring a fow
vagabonds hired by the government, threw no stones,
A great uproar would have arisen, if the royal horse-
men had not prevented it. His fellow-citizens, the
Naishapurians, wept bitterly when the hangman cast
a rope round his neck and suffocated him. For seven
years Hasnak hung from the gibbet, His corpse dried
up; the bones of his feet dropped off, and ‘nmot a
remnant of him was left to be taken down and buried
in the usual way—no one knew where his head was or
where his body.’ A last touch to the tragedy was given
by Hasnak’s mother who refused to weep as women
weep ; but a deep ory of anguish burst from her lips
when she was told of his death, “What a fortune was
my son’s I’ she exolaimed, “A king like Mahmud gave
him this world, and one like|Masud the next.”

' Masud now seemed as secure as his father had
= ever been, He had a commanding
dig::i%file;nd his  jersonality and s strong and un-
L bending resolution. . He was sur-
rounded by & body of efficient and loyal officers, who
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had gerved his father for years. Ho had no rival to
fear, The government appesred strong in the extent
of its territory, ita armies, its revenue and ita masa of
Boarded wealth, Nevertheless s coreful ohserver would
hove found the forees of decny everywhore st work, Tt
was not ensy o wield Mohmud's seeptre. Masud paid po
heed to the sdvien of his wisest counsellors, His supoerh
self-confidence gave way to o senscless penic in the
hour of danger and showed Bim to be totelly loldng
in thot calmmess of nerve which comos through the
strongth of tha intellect rather thon the power of muscle
and bone.  He struck thovghtleesly and in the wremg
quarter with a total inespacity to distinguish the most
dangeroun of his entmies from the most eontemptible
of his foes, The firmness with which he wielded his
axn and his gpear In the field of battls shone in tragie
conteagt with the folly with which he directed bhis
eampaigos sod destroyed the morale of his troops -
before the eoomy could fall npen them, Equelly lack.
ing in tho gifta of & etatesman sod a geoorsl, Masod
would bove done well to rely on the judgment of &
wiser man, Ehwajs Hasan Maimandj, restored to mora
than his former glory, directed the government with
efficiency 80 far s civil aifairs were concerned. Bub
the Ehwais never meddled in military muitors; his
death in 1037 loft Masnd fres to mismsaage things to
hin heart's content; nnd within ten years of his father's
denth Masnd had lost bis army and bis empire and waa
fiying a helpless fugitive to an inhospitable land.

The two dapgers Mosud had to fear were the Raia



94 Sultan Mahmud of Ghaznin

of Hindustan in the east and the Seljugs in the west,
The former, terrorised rather than subdued by Mah-
mud, were sure to wake up when the invinoible
conqueror was no more. But they were a lethargio
people and would in any case remain on the defensive,
Masud’s obvious plan should have been to crush the
_Beljugs before it was too late and leave the Rais for a
more favourable season, But while the Seljug peril
was growing apace,’ he preferred to divert his strength
towards Hindustan in & useless emulation of his
father's achievements, who. with a wisdom and a
generalship denied to his son, had struck simultaneously
in the east and the west. We will first describe the
comparative prosaic events of the Punjab,

The peculiar position of this Indian province had
induced Mahmud to take the ex-

of%];lamfi'ﬁ‘é;abt:mn tl:a?rdinary .sfjap of sepa:l:ating its
civil and military authorities. All

administrative affairs were placed in the hands of Abul
Hasan Ali, known as Qazi Shirazi, a man of common-
place capacity, whom the Sultan in one of his humours
had thought of pitting against the august dignity of
the great Khwaja, while Ali Ariyaruk, a Turkish
general of remarkable dash and courage, was appointed
Commander-in-chief, The Qozi and the General were
independent of each other and in direct subordination
to Ghaznin. To keep them both in check, Bul Kasim
‘bul Hakam was appointed superintendent of the news-
“carriers and his* duty was to’ report everything impor-
taait to Ghaznin. This “division of power was intended
to keep the province in check by preventing the con.
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-oantration of authority in a aingle band, whils by the

sppointment of & General, whose acle business waa
to wage war against the TRalwrs (Boir), Mahmud
sought to make the plunder of Hindustan n pérmanent
affalr. The plan miscarricd, Ariyaruk bors down all
opposition and mpde himeolf supreme; the Qazi in
rotalistion droased bimeolf in military olothes, but was
relogated to n peeondary position, The soft words of
tho Khwajn, however, suceseded in slluring Ariynruk to
Balkh, whers he was arrested and thrown into prison
(March 1031},
The instructions of the Ehwajs to the new Com-
. mander-inchief, Ahmad Ninltigin,
Abmad Nialtigin. 11 Joave bim dn no doubb that
eordinl oo-operation between him and the Qasi wonld
be locked uponwith snspicion at Ghazoin, ‘“This self-
sufficient fallow of Shirns winhes the generals to bo
under his command, You must not ssy anything to
any person respecting revenus or polltionl matters, bt
you must porform all the dubles of o commendar, o
that the fellow fmay not be sble to put hiaband on
your sinews and drag you down” On Wialtigin's neri-
vol at Tahora, the strifs batween the vivil and military
suthoritien reaommenced. The Quzi complained of the
semi-rognl state which Nialtigio wis keeping up, of his
Turkoman elaves and of his possible designs. Bub the
Ehwaja supported Ninltigin, and the generl in high
spirita led & campaign into Hindustan, Marching with
the rapidity he bad leamt from
. his master, be crossed the Jamna
apd the Ganges snd appested unexpeotedly before
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Banaras. It wonld have been; dangerous to remain
long inthe city, but he succeeded in helding it from
morning to middey, during which short fnterval the
* morkots of drapers, jewellers and perfumers wers plun-
dored, ‘though it was impossible to do mere) The
Qozi found his opportunity. He sent confidential
roporta to Gharnin of the immense wealth Nisltigin had
obtained apd withheld from the Boltan. “What his
intenbions are nobody knows, bub bo ealls himeell s son
of Muhmud,”  Fear or ambition actuslly incited Nialti-
gin to trenson, and on returning to Lahore ho bealoged
the Qazl in the fort of Mandkakar, Tt wesn bid for
indopendence. The Sultan covsulted his high officers
but mone.of them was inclined to lesd a campnign to
Indin in the heat and the rains (Toly, 1088), “When ono
runs sway from Ahmad Nialtigin, thers cannot be much
honour lofs," the minlster of war remarked, *but the
general seob sgeipst bim will have enough to do, for
thers is s strong fore nt Lahore.” Ashamed off Lo
putillanimity of his collengres, & Hindu genscal atepped
forword and offored hin norvioms, They were gratefally
accepted by the Bultan,
The career of Tilak, the Hindu, showa the rapidity
Tilak, the Hindu, with which Hindus and Mussalmans
were both forgatting their religious
differences in tho servies of o common king and the
. siipackly oriental fesling of loyalty to the ealt. Though
the son of o barber, ho waa of bandssme appearance,
had studied ‘dissimnlation, amours and witcherafy’ in
Esshmir and - wrote excellent Hindi and Porsian, Ho
- had first’ entered the servico of Qazi Shirazi but lafy it
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for the bottar prospects offared by the Ehwaja, to wham
he acted as searetary and interprater and waa ontrosted
by him with the most, deloate alfairs, Evon tho Ehwajs's
fall did bim no harm, for Mahmud wanted clever nod
energetio young men and Tiak's fortuns lept on improv-
ing. Boyand Rai, the general of the Indian troops, tock-
the wrong side on the succossion question, and when he
wis aluin in the skirmish ngningt Ayaz, Mnsud appointed
Tilak to the vacant poat. "Thus he obtained the name of
& man' “Kettle-droms were besten in his quarterd
actording to the custom of Hindu chiefs and banners
with gilded tops weee granted” e had an srmy under
bis command, the tent and the umbrella of o Ghannvide
general, and et in the chiarmed circle of the Sultan’s
confidentianl officors, *Wise man do not wonder st such
facts," eaye the refleotive Balhaki, “becavss nobody s
born great—men betame such, This Tilak had axoellant,
qualitics snd all the time ho lived he sustaised no
injury on sccount of being the son of & barber™,

Tilak deew upthe plan of his compaign, snd s
soon s b was ganctioned by the Sultan, hastened
againet the rebel. Nisltigin was unable to hold Tahors
and fled towards the desert, snd Tilk followed dlose on
his heels with an army conslating mestly of Hindus. Ha
set & prics of G00,000 dirhoms on Nialtigio's head, out
off the right hands of hin Mussalman supporters whenever-
they fell into his clutehes and promised s pardon to all
who would desert him, This policy had the result desived,
Ninltigin wag defested in battle and his Turkoman
soldiers enme over to Tiak fn a body, “The span of
Ahmad’s lifowns narrowed, his men desertod him and at
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Inst matbers reached so far that the Jata and every
kind of infidel joined in the purauit.! He was ultimately
alain by the Jata while attempting to oross the Induos.
Musond abolished the plan of two indopendent jurisdic-
tions in the Panjab and assigned the government to his
son, Prinos Majdud, with supremas command of oivil ns
wall as military affaira. Nevertheless the provines re-
mained in & state of turmedl and discrder. Ghaznavide
garrisons held the towns: Hindulsm and freedom reig-
ned pupreme in :hhu countryside. Nothing ieleo was
possible when the government waa so incompatible with
tha gpirit of the pooplo,

In the winter of 1037 Masud decided on an expedi-
tion against Hansi. The ccnditlen
pjﬁ:ﬁﬁfggm of the Punjab was no doubt un-
! " eatisfactory, but the capture of an-
other Hindu fort could not make the government stable,
The Seljuge were becoming more poworfol every day
and the Khwaja sdvised him to postposs the Tndisn
venture till ho had subdued his westérn enemies, “If my
lord should mot go to Khorasan, if ths Turkomans
ghonld oonguer o province, or if they should eonquer
oven o village, and do thet whick they are sooustomed
to do, nnmely, mutilate, slanghtor and burn, ten ‘holy
wirs' nb Hunsl would not compensate.”  Buot Masud was
(deaf to all advice,  He said he hod mads o vow and
(must fulfl it, He morched by way of Knbuol to the bank
- of the Thelom where an illness, owing to which be ga
Cup deinking for o tioa, nted him from . meving
'ﬁg}?:in-ﬁwnﬁ fortnight, m march of thres wesks
rought lien to the viegin fort, of Hansl, Tho garrison
¢ . gl )
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mads o desporate defence and relaxed no effort, bub the
fort woa atormod sitor o slege of ten dayn and e tre-
ssura divided amoog the army. Masud next marched
aguinat Sonpat, but its Rai, Dipal Hacl, fled away and
his clty was annexed to the Ponjab. Ancther ohlaf,
named Bam, sent teeasurea to the invader bups apala-
gised that ho could not come in porson owing to old
age and wealknesa, g

On returning to Ghaznin, the Sultsn disooversd
thnt during his sbsonoe the Ssljugs had plundared
Taligno and Foriyab and were besleging Ray. Ho folt
ashamed of his Indian expedition and promised to
advance against them in the coming summer,  Tha
Ghaznin-Saljug contest was rapidly drawing to o haad.

“The rustio, porhaps the wisest, pertion of the

) Turkomans," saye Gibbon, "oon.
BIHI:I: of th8 yinued to dwell in the tents.of theie

i sneestors, whils the Turks of the

court and the oity were refined by business and soften.
ed by plessure No love existed botween the twe
sestions of the race, The civillssd Torkish populstion of
the great citiss of Turkestun and the Turkish pessantry,
who had learnt the walue of agriculturs, found the
wiys of their untamed brethren intolerable. For two
oenturies the chiefs of Mawarasun Nahr bad aoted sa
the frontier ontposts sgainst the barbaric Tartars, But
tee rise of the Ghaznavide empire had greatly weakened
their stremgth and it was impossible for ghem to dis-
charge their former function with efficiency. Tha
ramonnt of the Seljuq tribea loft in Mawarnon Nabr was
ingtenssly bated by the neighbouring chiefs, whose’



10H) Sultan Mahmud of Ghuznin

werritorins they constantly reided.  The sons of Ali
Tigin, who had re-establishod the power of thelr family
over Samarkand and Bolkhaes, ssfused to tolorats thom,
and the roler of Jund, oamed Shah, for whom they
had an innste enmity, made a sodden raid oo their
wandering camp, and with & double portion of their
vindietlve animosity, slew elght thonsand of their males
at o siogle sbroke while seven hundred mon, who sssap.
ed his wrath, fled to other alde of the Oxus, Dut in
1031 Yusuf Qadr EKhan of Enshghar died andin the
following vear Altuntash, the Ghamnavide general whom
Mahmpd bad sppointed governor of Khwarszm, waa
ordored by Maosud to advance against All Tigine sona
and in s ferce batile, which cost him his life, he crush-
od their army snd doprived them of Bokbara. Altun-
tash’s son, Harun, whom Masud sppoisted to hia
father's post, repald his kindness by treason and soon
mat his punfshment. The result of thess avents was
to remove every power that might bave prevented the
march of tha Tartar tribes from estern Turkestan serces
Mawaraun Nahr to the templing fivlds of Persin, The
cfficers of the empire proved totally inoapable of either
exterminsting or subduing the migeatory hordes that
had crossed the Oxus. They had no ssctled habita.
tion end it wos impossible to orush them in & battla,
Thoy disporsed snd reonited with romarkable ansa.

A.ud. yot it i6 sasy o imogine what the unexpoeted. .

qiﬂ.nl the Turtar shephords, who csme burniog snd
'Ilmﬂmng. meant to & population sconstomed to law

}'ﬂﬁuh:.duﬂl} nfthnmmj,gunt. nnhmllgr[di
ﬁ’ﬂimeﬂ o 1006 three chisfn . of . the,

S,



Fall of the Ghaznavide Empiro 101

tribe, tred of the continuous conflick and  hards
presasd  for land, seat & potition to the Bultan
seking for the districts of Niss and Farawah, the
land betwesn the mountaing on the northwest of
EKhorasan, the Osns and the desert of Kara-EKum,
to be pgranted to them as posture. This humble
potition signed by Beghu, brother of Israel bin Seljug,
snd Beghu's two nephews, Tughel] and Devd, concloded
with & desperate thrent, ‘becouas they had no place on
earth and none remained to them.' Mupsud bitterly com-
plained of his fathes's error in bringing these camal.dri-
vors into the smpim, sod whils beguiling the Seljugs with
soft words, sent o fores of 16000 against them. Begta-
ghdi, the Ghaznnvide general, dafeated the Baljngs after
p stubborn battle, but when his men had dispersed in
pearch of plunder, they retwrned from the mountain
defiles and practically sonihilated his army, There
waa oo alternntive but to concede the Beljug demands;
but their ambiticns oxpanded - with their success, and
they began to napiro for the gities of Morv ond Baralh,
situsted on the frontier of their territory, and even for
the whole of Ehormsan, - But Mosod, when he shonld
bave conmcentrated his foroes on the southern side of
the Ehorisan hills, preferred a Pyrehio victory over
the Hindus of Hansi; snd during his absence in 1036-37,
the plander of Taligun and Fariyab enshled the Soljuge
o organiss their strength, and placed them in & position
terchallenge Masud's power in northern Pearsia,

In the speing of 1007 Subashi, governor of HKhora-
gan, wos ordersd by Masud to procesd ageinst the
Zeljugs, He protested that be was too weals, but tho
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Bultan insisted on his order being obeyed, and the
reluctant governor Jed his troops to the expected defent.
At ome blow Earskhs, Merv and the whels of Iherasan
enme into tho hands of tho Beljugs. Toghril was crowned
kivg nt Nnishnpur. A pormanent pesce batween Masud
snd the Saljugs was now impossiblo and o victory gained
by Masud st Snralchs inthe following year caly delayed
the last stago of the oontest,

In the summer of 1040 the Seljugs colleoted around
. Borokhs, ond Masud, though be bad
QE?&'MI"“H“ mudn po propacations, rosolved to
, march ngeinst thom, A terrible
faming wes raging and his sdvisces requested him to
postpone the eampaign, Masud refused to laten, The
Eeljugs roteented as ho pdvanoed snd concentraved theiz
foreen at Morv, Bui Masud's srmy bessme more
dissrganised st every stuge, CGrain bad to be brought
from distant placea; the heat waa unbearablo ; the
enemy had filled up the wolle and  harassed the Ghaznn.
vides on every side. Moat of the men were unborsad ;
no  discipline or corder remalned; and finally at
Imndanigan, near Moy, Mosad wos surronnded by the
Saljugs and had to offer battle, His gencrals disgraced
themsaelves by treanon and flight, snd the men followed
the example of their officors. "The Turkish troops
wont one way, and the Tndisns snother, nod neither
Arabs nor Eurds cculd be distinguished.’ Only ths
royal body-guard remained round the Sulten, whe
stirpeised friend and foe by his valour,and strongth, snd
speat it hand, struck down all who oome .within the
reach ﬁﬁimwm ﬁﬂd wn im!hlhlblr loat,
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T paw Frincs Maudud, son of the Sultan,” says the his-
torlan, *‘galloping here and there, snd endeavouring to
rally his men, bat no one gave sar o him for everyone
was for himsslf” The Bulisn mnnaged to extcloate
himself ood renched his eapital fearfully shaken |
torrorised, The Bmpire of Ghasnin was no mere.

The officers who had desected the Sultan on the
battleflald ware Imprisoped, Frince

Eﬂidﬂf Bultsn uudud was depatched with en
Mo army to Balkb, but Masud himeelf
wos so afraid of the Beljugs that bhe dared not re-
main at Ghaznin. He sent Mojdod to Molten and order-
#d Prinee Izad-yar to hold the Afghansin check, and
then with the royal herem and the cholcest treasures of
Bultan Mohmud londed om three hundred camels, ho

" started for Tahore. Bveryome nadvised the Sultan

against the step. His dessrtion of the capital would
throw overything inte soarchy ond  disordsr, The
journey iteelf was full of donger, "I howo no very high
apinion of the fidelity of the Hindus," the Wasar Khwaja
Mohammad bin Abdos Samad remarked, “and what falth
hns my lord in his other servants, that he should abow

his treasures to them in the desert!” Bub misfortune
had only increased Masud's abstinacy, nnd bho csustically
nooused his officers of tresson, At the puss of Marigalah
the Wasir's ominous words were fulfillad. A number
of Turkish snd Hindu slaves plondered o part of the
roval tronsure ; nnd oeeing that their erime weuld nob
be pardened by Masud, they besieged him in the inm
where he wns staying and Iﬂmﬂ. hia brother, the blind
Mohsmmad, on the throne, Mased wes capbured snd
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aant to the fort of Girl where be was soon sfter put to
death.

Flaoed on the throne after nine yoars of imprison.
ment, the blind Mobammad content-
Maudud, edd himpalf with dry brend while the
affaire wore dirooted by his son,
Ahmad, who was reputed to be mod, Bub Maudud
gove ahort shrift to his father’s morderera. He hurrisd
from Balkh to Ghaenin ood thones marched towards
the Indus. Mobammad's srmy,- which bod marched
to meot him, was defonted nb Mageabar, and Mohammad
and his sona were enptured and slain en the epot (10415,
Mandud built an inn and s village on the site of his
viotory, which he pamed Fathabad, snd refuroed to
Ghoxnin with his fatber's coffin, But the battle of
Nagrahar had not placed the Punjub in his bands, His
brother, Majdud, whom the late Sultan had appointed
governor of Mullan, lost no time in consnlidating hia
power; and with the belp of the famous Aynz, he
capturtd Lahors and -ostablished his  government
from the Indus o Hapel spd Thanesawnar. Moudnd
morohed on Labore in 1043, but Majdud arrived juet
in time to save it A oritioal battls was imminent spd
Movdpd's amirs bagan o waver. Bnb on the morning
efthe Tid of Bacrifice Majdpd was found dead in hia
temt; o fow daye later Ayaz also died : and the Punjab
pasied into Maudud’s honds without a batile, ik
futther troubles ware yob in store. -

- Thown mob tobe axpeotad: hat the Hinda Ruib
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would fail to take mdvantage of
1-13.1;“ Bl::::ih'rh?ﬁ ttlg:t t;:m‘nlu of their enemy, Dow
eswar, Nagarkoh & o Beljugs bad mnde their
Lahaora, task so ecasy, The Bapire of

(ihaznin, shrunk to the dimen-
glons of & littls kingdom, was forn by elivil disensions
snd in & perpetusl dunger of boing swallowed ap by ita
wegtern neighbours. Maudud wes in mo condition to
defend hia Indian possessions; and the Rais of tha
Punjab and other lnnds, "whom fear of the Mussalmans
bad drivan ke foxes to the forest, again raised thelr
heads with confident courage.” The tide turned rapidly.
A Hindu confederncy, headed by the Rai of Dolhi,
captured Honsi and Thansawar ; Ghasavide offivera
were driven off from town and conntry ; the opprosdvé
despondency that had taken possasion of the Hindu
mind disappoared ; and the Bais determined to aruih
the prostige of the invader by & victory that would
bring joy to svery village of Hindnstan, Of tha sacred
places of Hinduism which Seltan Mahmud had congquer-
od, Nagarkot was tho only one he bad kept in his hands.
To the average Hinda mind the Muoslim posnassion
of “Nagarkot symbalised the eoncuest of religon
by brute force, and it wee the fret duty of the
ocnfederates to put an end to this standing Ipgult
to their cresd. The army of triumphent Hinduism
marched to the foot of the fort and leid gingn to it
with sll tha sincerity of fsith, The Muslie gerrison
preparod for resistance, but its appeals for help to the
Amirs of Lohore went unheeded and it had no nlisr-
ontive but to capitulate on termu thet saved ita life
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and hopoor, The templs was rebuilt. A new idol was
plascd on the pedestal. The nows spread through all
Hindustnn, Hindu pilgrims wore jubilwt and once
more eame bo vigih b in erowds. ‘Ths market of
idolatory was hosior then over,” Islam had become o
losing cause and it ssemed ns if anosher declaive blow
woulll drive it off from the land, The Ghaznavids
emirg of Lahore, busy in fighting cach other, bad for-
gotten their alleginnce to Maudud and torned o deaf
tar b0 the peayars of tha garrison of Mogorltet, But
whon they heard that ten thowssnd Hindu cavalry
supported by o Inzge infantry wos morching agaiost
them, they at kst swoke to the inssourily of theie
positicn, and taking an osth of layalty to Mandud,
oollected their foress with the determination to defond
their clty to the last, The Hindu army retired
without pressing the sisge. Thus Labore and the
large towns west of the Ravi wore saved. Over
the rest of the country Hinduism soon forgot tho
Mussalmans, Sugh trasss of Telam s Mohmuod mighe
bave laft in Tndis wore simply swept off, On the other
bond, the Hindus learat no leassns from their advaralty.
No national government nross to end the eivil wars of
Aryavarts and after o contury and & ball Shahobuddin
hori fonnd the Hinda Rais ns disonited ag over,

"The later history of the kingdom of Ghuznin nead

' nobdetain va for long, Ite petty

ot Iﬁ“ﬁm prinees were contont to ke out o
of Ghaznin, bumble existenco under the shadow
of the Beljuq Empire; its unending

palace intrigues wore u soures of derision to its snemics
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wnd of despair to its frionds, Bulian Manded disd
in Decembar, 1040, and his son, Masud 1T, o child of
four years, was overtheown by Maudod's brother, Abul
Hasun All, who inhis turn wos defesied by Abdur
Rashid, & son of Sultan Mphmud, in 1061, Tn 1054
Abdur Reshid was put to donth by his geneeal Tugheil,
the tmitor, but the usurpsr wea sliin bofors he had
eccupled the throne for farty days, Noxb Forrokhzad,
son of Masud, was brought out of prison snd roigned
for seven years (L0B2-1059), whils bis lirother nnd
successor, Sultan Rasiuddin Ibrabim, a plons king, wna
blossed with o long reign of over forty yoars whish
came to an ead in 1068, He was blossod olse with
thirky-six sons nod forty danghters, and the Intter, for
want of suitable princes, were mareied to Bniyidy nod
pita soholars. Bulban Ibrahim f5 eredited with two
Indian expaditions of which he led the second in per.
#on (1079-1080),  Ajodhan, the present Fatan of Shaikh
Farid of Bhakarganj, was reachnd, nnd marching thanse
the Bultan captured the fort of Ruper, situated ona
Jbill with o river on ona side and a thorny forest ful] of
sonkes on the other. Still meore postic was the con.
quost of Darsh, a town of Khorasan eolonists, sxiled
from Porsin to India by the Afrasiyab of the Shaknomal|
*“Thiry worshlpped idpls nnd passed their lives in ain"
bud their oity was considered impregnable and oones.
quently tho Rais of Indis never suecseded In plunder.
ing the foreignars in their midst, Bob Thrahim cut ks
way through the thick forest that sorrounded Dnrsh
pod reduced £ by forea. Apart from thin somowhat

mythio axploit, Bultan Ibrahim was o sane snd sosibla
man, who mever forgot the serlous lmitatiops of his
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power and wooured for his wubjeots & lopg period of
uninterropted peaoe.

Tbrshim's won, Alauddin Muosod, marded o sister
of the Baljug Emperer, Sultan Banjar, and died after &
penceful reign of ixtesn years in 1115 His eon,
Arsalan Shah, sigoolised his sccession by putting bis
brothars to desth. Only ene of thom, Bahram Shah,
pucoseded In escaping to his uncle Homjar, who drove
cut Arsalan and placed Bahram on the throne. Bub
Arsalan roturned and besieged Bslram and Senjar
onoe mare merched to Ghaznin (1117).  Arsalin was
gaptured and & year later put to death. Muissuddin
Tahram Ehah wis a magnificent king. Ho twios defeated
the governor of the Punjab, Mobammad Bahalim.
Shailkch Nizami Ganjavi dedioated the Mabhzanul derar
o him and the Kolia and Dimng wes trapsisted from
Arablo into Perinn during his refgn,  Bub o squarrel
with the chiefs of Ghor led to the sack of Ghoznin and
Bultan Bahram's reign of forty-one yoors ended in
“disgrace and ruin {1162).

Meanwhile, like all things mortal, the Empire of the
The Seljug Boljugs  had  beon  progressing

Tm Euitgn  tBrough its ooreer of expansion, eon.
Tum polidation and decay. The battls

of Dandanigan had placed the
Fersian provinees of the Ghaznavide Empire in their
bands, Bultan Tughril (1088-1083), the first Emperor
of the dynasty, fixed his capital at Bay sod assigned
Ehorssan to his brother, Daud Jafor (Chaghr) Beg.
The uu_g'it.h which the conguered people reconciled
themuslyes 1o the mew dynasty is & credit o% omce to
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the moral character of the House of Beljug snd the
oaptivating power of civilization. The now rulera thraw
off their harbario woys and conformed 4o the Ume-hon.
onred teaditions of Persinn manarchy; the military vigour
of the Turk combined with the administrative genius of
the Parsian to ectablish an empire that came into con-
tact and conflich with the anti-Caliphs of Egypt and the
Byzantine Bmpits in the west and the infidols of
Cothay in the east; nnd in the century of pesco thot
followed no one regrettod the fall of the Gheznovide
administration. "It would be superfluons,” says Gibbon,
“to praise the valour of o Turk, and the nmbition of
Tughrll was equal to his valour. In his own dominions
Toghril was tho father of hin soldiers snd people; by o
firm and oqunl adminfstration Persin wos relieved from
the evila of anareky; nod the sasme lhande which had
bosn embrosd in blood beeamo the guardians of justice
and the public peace.”” The kings of Ghaznin were
allowed to elte oub their yoears of inglorious existence
but the Mussalmans and Chrigtisns of lraqgand Asin
Minor falt the hand of ‘the Conguering Tork' Arar-
baijsn was annexed to the Empire; the powes of the
Buwaoibids, which Mahmud bad crushed in Tefiban and
Bay, won finally annihilated in Baghdad and the
Cammandee of the Faithfu), rolieved from the vexations
to which he had been expostd by the presnce and
poverty of this Persinn dynasty, beatowed oo Tughril
the tites of 'Sultanvd Doulah’ snd “Yaemind Amiral
Mominin' A Beljug gonoral, T-tair, overran Byrin and
even tenched the IMile, while the Bymentine Empira
falt the vigour of the Turkish troops adrss & frontier
of gix hunired miles from Tauras to Ermum, The
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oonteat waa, however, undeaided when Tughril disd at
the age of eaventy-two,

Alp Amalan (1063-1072), son of Daud, who succesd-
ed to the empire of his unele after a
Rlp Arwists . ) oig cerind of olvil wess, sonblbtisd
the eastern conguests of Tughell., Armonin and Georgin
were annexed and thres yoars (1008-1071) of war decid-
ed 'the fate of the Asintle posscasions of Constantinople.
The initistive wos taken by tho Emporor, Hompous
Diogeness, who advanced with s hundered thoussnd
eoldisrs and an aexilisry force of disorderly sllies, After
three well fought campuigns the Turks wers driven
beyond the Euphrates, and when the Bultan ndvancod
ngainst him with forty thousand men, the Emperor
contempteously ordersd the borborian to ceda tho
pulace and city of Ray s the condition of pease.  Bub
the Bultan's “rapid and skilfol evolotions distressed amd
dismayed the mperior numbers of the Greols," and at
the batels of Mulazgird (Madilerb) the Turlish vetarans
orushed the power of their vain and disorganised oppo-
nents boyond the poesibility of redemption. Romonus
Diogenoss, brought o esptive to the oourtk, wes treated
with that suparh generosity which Alp Arealan showed
hia fallen empmies. Having sccomplished hin western
mission, the Sultan marched eastward for the conguest
of Mawaraun Mahe. DBut an ssesssin’s dagger aut ehort
the Sultan's lifo nfter bo hed crossed the Oxps and
'Imrqht his conguering carcer to an untimely end uﬂn‘
s roign of nine years and o half,

The td_u:n__ui_.i_.lp .!.:n_lln._l gon, Malik sm'{lm. '

e —
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1092), was n period of prospority
R Tk apd panos, and shows the Beljug

Empira ot ity bost, The onreslised schemo of his fathor
waa asoomplished by the conguest of Mownrsun Nahe
and Malile Shnh's Khutln wan road bayond the Joxartos
at En.llhghﬂ'. But d.'ﬂring the rest of his raign tho Bultan
kept perambulating his extansive empire and suporvis-
ing ite clvil sdministration so that “few departed from
his diwan without reward nod nene witheut justios
The colonder which had fallen into disorder wos reform-
ed by o commitben of mathomativisns  (ineluding the
nntronomer. post, Omar Khayyam), who innuguratad the
tTnlpli ernt of Molik Bhah, ' computation of time, which
purpnoses the Julian, and approsches the seoersoy of
the Grogorian style. With the nsmes of Alp Arealan
nnd Malilk Shah is intimately aesociated the name of
thair great ministor, Nizamul Molk, asthor of the
Higatal Namoh* and one of the mest famouns Wasirs
of the Enst. Desply loarped in oll the political wisdom
of the day, n patron of litorndure and art o whom the
‘Wizaminh® University of Baghdnd owed fs cstoblish.
ment, Nizamul Mullk served the Seljug dynasty with
weal and devotion for thirty years and won for it tha
loyalty of it subjetts and the gratefol remembrance
of posterity, DBut the inflosnce of the qoeen, Turkan
Kbatun, who wished to stoure the succession of her
son, Mehmud, slicpated the Sultan's mind from him,
and ut the oge of ninoky-three yosrs the veoorable

.Ti hﬂsz{!mu Tt 1;‘{:““:?‘ ﬁﬁm‘mﬂm
b Tol L an
%'&non wigtnt pamphlet against the 'hmrhu.P Its historisal
walus {s very groad,
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atatesmin was dismissed by his mastor, aconssd by hia
anomied, and murdered by & fanatio. Malik Shah him-
self died in the following month.

Malik Shab's two sons, Barkigaruk (1092.1104) and
Mohammad (1104-1117), wera succesded by theic bro-
ther, Banjar (1117-1167), & great, ‘dignified and mighly
monarch,’ nndor whom affaics apain came book to ‘the
highway of legnlity snd the beaten track of oquily mnd
justice,’ from which they had been unhapplly defiocted
during the reigns of bis predecessors. Irsk, Ehorspn
and  Mowarsun  Nabr inoreased in populstion sod
proaperity: the cmpite was more cxtensive than it had
been ever bofore, Nevertheless Sanjar's long reign was »
peried of disintegration and decny, Provineial governory
(atabaks) bagan to aapire for indopendencs; o new mos
- of Torkomans poured soross the Jaxartes; and by alow
degrees the foundationa of the Bmpire were sapped,
Bonjar siroggled vallantly ageinet the rlsing deluge
and won geventesn out of the ninsteen great battlea
ho is esid to have fought. DBut ba did not know
how to tako advantsge of his socossses, and hia
defeats wers, consoquently, more important thpn ki
victoriea. In 1141 o pumber of Korakhots-i tribes,
who Bad migrated inte Turkesten, robolled agninst
the Empire. Hanjar wos defosted near Samarkand
und the whale of Mawaraun Nahr passed into infidel
" hands. Another body of emigrants, the Ghass Turlm, -
dofoated and onptured the Sultan in 1163, snd carried
" hineabout ae & ocaptive In thair camp for threo years.
Wheti the Soltan at last escaped to his cupital,
the ewmpire had cessed to oxiat. Kboraran had besn
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devastated by the Ghazz; the alaboks had thrown off
thelr alleginnon 1o the central power ; and the st of
the “Grest Selfoge” closed hig oyes after n stronnous
lifa of seventy-bwo yonrs apont in an unsmcecssful defenes
of the work of his snoestors and the civilisation they
had inherited.

Undar the proteotion of the Eeljug Dynasty, Ferslan
civiiisation ronched a hoight which jb hos never since
attnined, The middio of the twoilth century witnessed
the finn] extinetion of the kingdom of Ghaznin and the
eollapee of the Seljugian empira. The kingdome of
Khwarazm and Ghor rese on the grownd thus left vacent,
but neitber hal prown to its full stature when the
Muslim world ,was overwhelmod by the Mongol
barbarians,
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