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The Waqi‘at-e-Azfari, now bhefore the reader, is an

off-shoot of the literary genius of Muhammad Zahiruddin -+

great grand-son of Nawab Iffat Ara Begum, grand-daughter

Ali Bakht Azfari Gurgani, The author happens to be n,; 2 |
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of the Emperor Awrangzeh. His linoage is traced to the—. ®

Emperor through six descendants. His father's name
was Sultan Muhammad Wali alias Manjhale Sahih, and
the grand-father’s name was Sultan Muhammed Husain.

The parentage of Azfari’s mother is traced back to

the descendanta of Hazrat Abul ‘ula Khaja Muhammad =
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Naqshbandi.  Azfari was born in the fort of Delhi in _

1173 A. H. He was brought up and educated there. In
the same surroundings he was married and became the
father of many children. Nedrly a third part of his life,
* that is, thirty years, was passed in the royal prison. He
ocoupies a very high rank asa man of letters. He was
proficient in Arabie, Persian and Turkish and has left
several works in those languages. His acquaintance
with Urdu requires no mention because it was current
. in the household. He was a good author, poet and
writer in Persian, Turkish and Urdu and had the
distinetion of being a Sahib-e-Diwan in those languages.
Besides, he possessed a great knowledge of many arts
and sciences, such as medicine, astrology, rhetoric and
prosody. There is no trace of his Persian and Turkish
diwans. There is a reference to two Diwans in Urdu.
The oldest Diwan is not traceable. A selection from the
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other Diwan has been appended at the end of this work
by the author himself. It has not been printed yet,

Besides writing poetry Azfari has produced many
other literary works. At the end of this work he has
referred to thirteen books amongst which some are his
own works and the rest are translations. The Emperor
Baber had composed a treatise on Rhetoric and Prosody in
the Turkish language. This was versified in Persian by
Azfari and named as Aroodh-e-zadah. A copy of this work
is available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
library, Madras.

Apart from heing a great scholar, Azfari was a gkilled
archer. He was well-nurtured in the art of music. He
was a valiant fighter. In the war against Gulam Qadir
Rohila in 1201 A. H. he fought with great skill and
hravery. As a reward of these exploits he desired to secure
his release and forma bulwark in the defence of the realm.
But the fear that after securing his liberty he might rise
in arms against the government itself prevented his
release. The Emperor Shah Alam had made him great
promise of recompense for his extra-ordinary bravery
and self-sacrificing zeal in the war against Gulam

Quadir. But once the conflagration was over all promises
were. broken and disowned. The unjust behaviour

of the king caused no little bitterness in the heart of
Azfari. He resolved to obtain his release from the royal
prison by some means or other. To this end he conspired
with the officials of the fort and carried on secret
negotiations with certain leading Nawabs, Jagirdars and
Rajas of India and succeeded in obtaining their support.



iii

One night getting on opportunity, he escaped from the
prison attended by s=ome companions and devoted
followers, and traversing Jaipur, Jodhpur, Rampuwr and
Bans Bareille arrived in Lucknow. Here he stayed, for
seven years. He enjoyed the hospitality of Nawab
Asif-al-Dawlah and received many favours. The fondness
for the Dececan still swayed his heart and he entertained
a great desire to meet Nawab Asif Jah of Hyderabad and
Nawab Walajah I of Madras. He expected many things
from them. At last he bade farewell to Lucknow and
arrived in Madras in 1212 A. H,, nine years after his flight
from the Fort of Delhi. He was warmly welcomed
beyond expectations and settled down there. He died in
1234 A H. '

In this book Aszfari has given a detailed account of
his travels, and thrown light on the internal conditions
in the Fort of Delhi. He named the book Waqi'at-e- Azfari.
The events briefly described here are extracted from the
same book. The composition began after 1211 A. H. and
ended with the events of 1221 A.H. Initially the author
wished to deal at length with the remaining events if he
had time and peace of mind, but he was denied such
opportunity.

This, book: -constitutes. a very important study in
¢ history and. geography. It brings to light ecertain
momentous event of the reign of Emperor- Shah Alam,
which are not found in other histerical works. A peep
into_his volume gives.insight into the extent of -demora-
lisation- of the Moghul Empire at that time. The
administration was: completely - disorganised s lawlessness
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prevailed everywhere. The destruction caused by Gulam
Qadir Rohila, the arrangements for the accommodation of
the princes in the fort and the nature of offices, the signi-

ficance of “royal prison" and so on and so forth are
described in the book.

This was the period when the Moghul Emperor was
only a nominal sovereign; he was divested of all powers;
the boundaries of the vast empire were reduced to a small
domain ; most of the provinces had become independent
and autonomous ; a few provinces lying close to the capital
were nominally loyal to the central government but even
these were not amenable to control. The royal treasury
was empty. Mental and intellectual deterioration had
become general. The unsophisticated princes had fallen
into the depths of superstition and squandered their wealth
on magic and witch-craft. The sovereign was incompetent
and lacked foresight; he was then prisoner by the rebels
and blinded; he depended on the income from the
provinces; the court nobles gave him wuseful advice,
but he was indifferent and acted contrary to their wise .
counsel. These facts form a pathetic and instructive
theme of this book from the beginning to the end.

The author has also described the sfrange things
e had seen and the manners and customs and beliefs
of the people he came across in the course of his
travels after the flight from Delhi, The difficulties
experienced in the course of his travels have been fully
natrated. References are made to his meeting with
notable persons. Lastly the letters @ﬁtﬁﬁn to him
by eminent nobles, Nawabs and Rajas have been repro-
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duced ;. these documents- give a. correct idea of the -
fonna.nd style of l1tal'a.r:,r cnmpamtmn and letter-writing
prevalent at the time. References have been made to the
Rajas, who, out of affection 'a.ﬁd ﬁdalit}r, had his portraits
taken and gave him valuable presents. Next follows a
review of the imhabitants of Madras, their habits and
manners and the climate. The encomiums paid to the
Nawab Walajah II are beyond comparison. The first

meeoting with the Nawab is described in the following
* words,

“1 saw a respectable man of good looks and royal
department. Since I had not seen sucha person for a
long time, I was captivated by his charming personality.
Hearing his sweet dialogue, the gloom and dejection
which possessed my heart vanished. In the course of
nine years after leaving the Fort, I met many a noble and
minister, but I found none of them so nicely formed in the
mould of the Prophet Muhammad's character.”

Thereafter the exchanges with the physicians met in
the course of fravels are narrated and the quackery
practised by them is severely criticised.

" There are two manuscripts of this work in the Oriental
Manuisoripts library, Madras. -The first copy is niow before
the reader in print. Thisappearsto be the oldest manus-
cript. It has 440 pages and they are worm-eaten,
The new Urdu Diwan of the author has been reproduced in
the end. The special feature of this copy is that it is most
likely a copy belonging to the authnr’g library. The first
page begins with the title of the work a;ad the name of the:
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author, The sentences in the end of the narrative reveal a
difference of version regarding the date. Another feature of
the manuscript is that meanings of Persian and Arabic
words are given in between the lines. It is not possible to
state definitely whether they were written by the author
himself. The manuscript is full of mistakes of spelling,
and transcription is not uniform throughout. The second
manuseript also i worm-eaten. The writing is, how-
ever, quite clear and beautiful. There is not any notable
difference of version in these two copies, except for a
few additions here and there in the contents of the
second copy. This fact, where-ever it occurs, has been
noticed in the margins of the printed work. The second
copy does not contain any sentence or date in the front
page. Inthe end, however, there are a few lines 'givi_ng
‘the genealogy of the author. These lines have ‘been
written in a different hand and show that they were
probably added later on.

The book has been translated into Urdw. It should,
however, be remarked that a translation, whatever its
merit, cannot re-produce the beauty underlying the
original work. It is, therefore, appropriate to publish
the -Driginal work and infroduce the reader to the
beauties of style and composition of the author and
enable him to form their true estimate.

In the end some additional facts have been stated
about the author and some of his relations; they have
been collected from a manusecript. - '
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The preparation of the press copy of the manus-
cript, editing, proof correction, and introduction were
entirely in the hands of Sri Syed Hamza Hussain Omari,
Munshi-e-Fazil. My thanks are due to him and to the Nuri
Press for having this book printed in a very short time,

7th May 195'?}
Madras.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
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