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GOVERNMENT OF THE PUNJAB
(MINISTRY OF EDUCATION).

No. 22944-G.
Frou
J. E. PARKINSON, Esq, M.A.,
U nder-Secrelary to Government, Punjab,
To

Tur CURATOR, CENTRAL MUSEUM,
LAHORE.

Dated the 22nd October, 1936.

Sunyecy ;—Annual report on the working of the Oentral
Musewm, Lahore, for the year 1935-36.

SIR,

I Am directed by the Punjab Government (Ministry of
Education) to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 849-1-1,
dated the 15th August, 1936, forwarding your report on the
working of the Central Musemm, Lahore, for the year 1935-36
and to convey the following observations of Governmeni there-
on''i—

In 1934-35 the number of visitors to the Museum increased

e by 15,533 to 266,689 ; in 1935-86 the number
1s et has fallen by 14,307 to 252,392, This may be
due partly to the closing of the Museum for two more days in
the year owing to unusual circimstances. The attendance on
the * Zenana ' days also has gone down by 960 to 6,249, the
daily average having fallen from 600 to 521. No special reason
has been assigned for this fall. The number of students, how-
ever, who visited the Museum on student’s day has increased
hy eighty-five to 786 against 701 of last year. Government
hope that attempts will be made to make the Museum attractive

and popular.
It is gratifying to note that the conduct of the visitors

o LA was excellent,
Public.

The programme of educational work included fourteen lec-
ke work, 1ares of which eleven were delivered. It is
oy i satisfactory to note that the series was success-

ful and that the average attendance per lecture was 204 (Egain:t
o B

069.09(5473) 24
L ™.
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190 for the previous “year, and 157 for 1933-34. The number
of sets of slides issued during the year showsa fall from fifty-
five to thirty-five and calls for attention, as the slides can be
very usefully employed for educational work, The existence of
so excellent a library of slides might be more widely broadcast
over the province.

The Museum has acquired during the year many interesting
sl sculptures, textiles, paintings and manuscripts.
Acwitles. Sevg'ﬁal of these have been purchased. Among
the sculptures mention may be made of eighteen old terra-cotta
heads obtained from an antique Buddhist site near Jammu and
a stone torso of Varaha Avatara for the Brahmanic section.
In addition to several paintings, a Jain manuseript, an old Per-
sian manuscript and several additions to the textile section
deserve mention. Government acknowledge with thanks the
kindness of Major J. C. Mullaly, 10/16th Punjab Regiment,
Sialkot, in presenting to the Museum two wooden figures from
Bimborat Nullah, Chitral. Five gold coins, forty-five silver
coins and seven copper coins have been added to the valuable
collection of coins and the thanks of the Ministry are due to the
various Governments for their presentations.

Mr. 8, F. Markham, Empire Secretary, Museums Association
Visit of e And Mr. H. Hargreaves, late Archmzological
Museum Experts.  Survey of India, who toured India in 1935, for
the purpose of compiling a directory and making
a survey of the Museums of India, visited the Museum on
several occasions. Finding that treasures of great artistic,
historical and archwological value were fast deteriorating, they
felt obliged to address the Director of Public Instruction regard -
ing the necessity of instituting a regular audit of the more
valuable portable specimens, providing air-tight and moth-proof
cases for the more valuable textiles and publishing a brief guide,
or * What to See ” leaflet for the use of visitors. These sugges-
tions have been carried out to a certain extent during the year
under report. Action to preserve certain exhibits from deteriora-
tion and decay has been taken and the wood-work has been
chemically treated by the Assistant to the Entomologist to the
Punjab Government. The Curator is engaged in preparing a
complete descriptive list of the objects that are exhibited in the
Tibetan, Brahmanic, Jain and the Inscription galleries.

The cost of the maintenance of the Museum to Government
slightly fell from Rs. 19,600 to Rs. 18,420 and
the receipts rose appreciably from Rs. 9,250 to
Rs, 11,339 on account of sale-proceeds of duplicate and surplus
coins. The income is derived mainly from the sale-proceeds of

Finance.
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tickets, Mr, 5. N, Gupta remained in charge of the Museum
as Officiating Curator till 16th February, 1936. The work done
by him in re-arranging the bronzes was approved by the Museum
Development Commiftee. Mr. 8. N. Gupta was relieved on
17th February, 1936, hy Dr. K. N, Sita Ram, who during his
long leave in England catalogued the Amaravati sculptures at
the British Museum.

I have the hovour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,
J. E. PARKINSON,
Under-Seeretary to Government, Punjab,
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Repnrt on the

Working of the Central Museum, Lahore,

for the year 1935-36.

I T00K over charge from the Officiating Curator on the
forenoon of the 17th February, 1986, after having been on leave
ex-India fromn 1st August, 1934 to 16th February 1936, Most of
this period was spent in the British Tsles during which T cata-
logued the Amaravati sculptures at the British Museum as well
as more than four dozen public and private eollections of
Indian artistic and archmological material like those at the
Buckingham Palace, the Royal Scottish Museum. Edinburgh
and the Museums of Dublin, Belfast, Manchester, Glasgow.
Liverpool, Birmingham, Elgin, etc. Talso leetured at the India
Society and other places and finished a book called * Studies in
Asiatic Culture".

1. A meeting of the Musewn Development Committee
u Develop: V08 held on the 30th April 1935. It discussed
ot Committee.  the suggestions of Dr. Fabri and approved of the
work done hy the officiating Curator in the
re-arrangement of the Bronze gallery. Tt suggested that the
cleaning of the antiquities may be tried throngh Dr. Dunnicliff,
that picture post-cards of nofable exhibits be printed and that
the ideal of the Musenm should be mainly historie, arehreologieal
and artistic.

2.  The number of visitors for tha vear totalled 252,392,
the daily avernge being 719. The following

N are the figures for the last five years :(—
1931-32 ae 4 545,832
1932-33 by s 258,055
1938-34 . " 247,866

- 1934-35 . 266,609
1935-36 = oo T 252,392

The Musewn remained closed for 15 days during the year
fo the public. The 15th of every month was as usual devoted
for cleaning purposes. In addition to the Xmas day, the
Museum remained completely closed also on the 21st and 2Sth
January, 1936, bacause of the demise and the funeral of His Late
Majesty King George the Fifth of glorious memory.

The turnstile of the Museum recorded the highest attend-
anca on Sunday the 20th March, 1936. This was 1,570,

il
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3. As usual the first Monday of every month was ohserved
asa Zenana day for Purdah Nashin ladies and

S the daily average was 521, The following is the
attendance for the last five years -——
1931-32 Y 2 0,232
1932-33 5 o 0,247
1933-34 . P 7,195
1934-35 Yor . 7,200
1935-36 6,240

4. As prominent among the distinguished visitors to the
Museum may be mentioned :—

Vimtors.
1. The members of the Austro-American Trans-Asia

Expedition.
2, Two members deputed hy the Museums Association of
Grreat Britain to survey the Tndian Museums,

3. Director of Archweology, Mysors State.

4. Baron Von Veltheim.

5. Major F. Yeats Brown,

6. Rao Baladur K. V. Rangaswami Aiyangar,

5. There was nothing unusual in the conduct of the public
Condact of e itROY for condemnation or jubilation.
Public.

6. The programme of lectures during the year under
report wns as follows :—

Educational
Wark.
Date, Lanturar, Hrtleot.
19th Nove, 1986 e Mr Batyn Vrata, M.A. . Rdoeational Pilms—
(1) Glacler National Park, '
U5 X
(E) Safety at wa.
(3) Gol# 'Widows (Comio).
(4) Watarfalls of Vesomite,
< moth o, 1938 h Dﬂu:l{ h‘li‘;.i, i:h“ Boys, HRamayansand Homar,
oMty . 1936 uﬁxﬂa. Flroa-mleDin, M.A, Ty be notified later an.
4tk Dear.; 1935 lehnﬂfa{n"g‘hmd Manchandn, ‘The mﬂﬁ of  Ajmer acd
1w, 1Bss «s  Mri, L Durga Parshad oo Womsn of the: Orlont.
188k . 1986 i ML W, Hogg, Requive, 0.BIE. . Is Sconting Jingoises ¢
Bth Jany, 1036 wor  Alrs, Blim Hum Kolli, B.A. ... Lahors —Past anid Prasenily
e, 1088 se B8, Lala Soben Laly BoA, BT, Burms.

Fimd ,, 1088 wir/ D Raghnrii, D, Litt wws The Ever Clanging Frontiors of
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Diextes Lattyirer, Suldect,
20th Jany, 1036 v« Mr. Satvn Vreata, M.A, cor Edueatisnsl Fllms —
{1) Fire Walkers of Hoqga,
(2) Mr, Onting  Tostruois

indusiries of

{3) Killing the Killas,

(4) Wandering Papns {(omnig),
oth Feby., 1938 we  Mrs. P, Blmlls, ML.A. we 'The Rarthquake at Quetta,
1%L, 1888 we Prof. Sita Rwm Kohli, M.A. ... Hnﬂn:'.*n Lights on Anciont Indlan
1%L, 1030 v Mrof. E. C. Diokinsou, M.A. . Tho Poopla™ Art of Old Japan,
Zath ,, 1980 i Mpw Partap Singh e Ther British Empire (Punjubi).

Only eleven lectures were delivered out of the fourteen
&r!‘anggl}y for the year, Tt was not possible for Mrs, P. Bhalla,
Mrs, Partap Eingh and Professor Sifa Ram Kohli, to deliver their
lectures and 8o they had to be cancelled. The thanks of the
Lantern Lecture Committee are due 1o Miss K, B, Firoz-ud-Din
even though her lecture had to be 11ur:t[mnml to 5th February,
1936, as well as to Mrs. I. Durga Parshad, the date of whose
lecture also had to be shifted from 11th December, 1935, to 18th
February, 1086 because of a communal disturbance, These lectures
were immensely popular, 50 also  was that of R, 8. Tala Sohan
Lal. The thanks of the committee are also due to all $he
other lecturers who heartily co-operated to make this series a
sueeess,

1t was gratifying to note that the average attendance per
lecture was 204 as against 190 of the previous year, Thirty-five
sets of slides were loaned to twenty-one borrowers and six new
sets were prepared, The flgures for the last three years are as
follows :—

Year. Averngr No. of seta | No, of Borrows | No. of new
sttendance, st ©TH, petn,
183894 bia 167 a2 aa 2]
1034-36 190 63 a3 7
1936-36 204 a5 i | ]

7. The total attendance of students who visited the Museum

on this day was 756 as against 701 of the previous

Stmdent’s day.  vear. The nurhber of student visitors during the
year previous to the last was 739.
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&, The Punjab Fine Art Society held its Fourteenth Annual
A Exhibition in the New Picture Gallery from
- 24th February to 9th March, 1836, The visitors

averaged 43 per day and the number of exhibits was 441.

Acquisitions.
The List of aequisitions during the year is appended to the
repors,—vide appendices “B" and “C".
9. Nineteen terra-cottn heads (Plate 1) from an antique
Amibaalds Buddhistic site near Jammu have been acquired.
i Probably the date of these might be about the
2nd or 3rd Century A. D. and they correspond to the Gandhara

type very closely. A stone torso of Varaha Avatara is a welcome
addition to the Brahmanic Gallery.

10, Five gold, forty-four silver and seven copper coins
were presented by the following bodies :—

Numismatic.
[romor, Tholi, Rilver. Billion, Coppor, Tokal,
The Government of the United 1 7 'y & 13
Provinces.
The Government of the Central 4 8 o, . | 8
Provioees,
The Government of Jodhpur Statel s 1 an 1
The Mombay Hranch Ruyal Asiutic i su ie 4
Bociety, Bombay.
5 S . 7 o6

The Annual Report by Khan Bahadur Manlvi Zafar Hasan,
Superintendent, Archwological Survey, Northern Circle, Agra,
on the Treasure Trove Coins (Muslim) discovered in the Punjab
during the year 1935-36 is as follows :—

“ Only one find was reported to me during the year under
review and it consisted of 13 silver coins discovered at
Chak No. B?{E. B.. Tahsil Pakpattan, District Mont-
gowery. The Deputy Commissioner, Montgomery,
forwarding the coins to me related that they were
found by a boy named Thakar who was 12 years of
age. He was grazing his cattle in the fields of one
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Punjab Bingh near a mound when he noticed the
edge of a small earthen vessal buried under the
groond. He dug up and took out the vessel. On
opening it was found to eontain old coins. The con-
tents were shared between him and a fellow, Sundar
Singh by name, aged 18 years. The discovery was
repo on 3rd of February, 1936, by the Lambardar
to police who took possession of the coins. The
hoard includes the issues of the Mughal Emperors
Shahjahan, Aurangzeb and Shah Alam I. The
acquisition of the coins has been recommended and
as soon as its proceedings are gone through,
necessary steps will be taken for their distribu-
tion.

I had gone ea-India on S month’s leave with effect from
thelsth of February,1935, and the work of examini
Treasure Trove coins (Muhammadan) that were to'be
found in the Punjab was suspended for the period
(vide G. O. No, 5215-L, 8.-G.—Arch, dated 14th
February 1935), Curiously no discovery was made
during my absence, and the find mentioned above
was only one that was reported to me during
the year 1935-36."

The Annual Report on the Hindu and Buddhist Coins
dealt with under the Treasure Trove Actduring the vear 1935-
36, is as follows :—

“ Two finds, one consisting of only ona eoin from a
mound in village Harun, Tahsil Attock and the
other of 10 copper coins from Dargai in Peshawar
District were received, during the year under report
by my predecestor, Mr. 8. N. ‘Gupta, from the
Deputy Commissioner, Campbellpore, for examination
and report. But the coins being too obliterated
were returned.

Another find from village Mism Ali Dogran iu the
Sheikhupura District has also been reported by the
Deputy  Comumissioner, Sheikhupura. This  find
which consists of 2 gold, 3 silver, 14 copper coins
and a terra-cotta disc has been examined and will be
dealt with under the Treasure Trove Act as soon as
it has been acquired by the Deputy Commissioner,
Sheikhupura. "

11. ' As Pmminat::t- acquisitions to the rextiles section can be

. mentioned one embroidered Phulkari, one

Srtand. Mess embroidered shawl, one Kashgari carpet, and one
silk Lungi,
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The thanks of the Punjab Government are due to Major
J. C. Mullaly, 10/16th Punjab Regiment, Sialkot, for presenting

%o the Museum, two wooden Kafir figures from Bimborat Nullah
in Chitral.

12. Of the six paintings acquired this year, as prominent

and, 1UAY be mentioned one representing Ganapati on

Maguseripts. @ processional ride (Plate IT) and another da_fllii::-

' " ing the coronation of Sri Rama. Chandra. 0

paintings represent Krishna's activities (Plate TIT) and one

modern painting is supposed to preserve the beautiful features of

Nur Jahan. A Jaina and a Persian manuseript  were also

acquired. The former visualises amongst various other things,

the conditions of life in Hell (Plate IV) and the latter is probab-
Iy a fragment of the Shah Nama (Plate V).

13, The following books were purchased for the Libra-
Eibeary. Ty i
Lo " Indian Influences in Old Balinese Art by Dr. W, F,
Stutterheim.”

... “ The Year Book of Oriental Avt and Culture ' "Text
and Plates by Arthur Waley,

da, A Guide to Elephanta " by Dr, Hiranands Sastri.

L% Secrets of Tibet " by Dr, Ginseppe Tueciand Caps.
E. Ghersi. .

14, The building was ina good . condition throughout the
Building. | year needing only a few  minor  repairs.

(22

15, The Officiating Curator re arranged Tibetan, Nepalese
Work done i 22d Other Indian Bronzes as well as the Tem ple
the Mussum. - Banners,

After. the  Cumator's return, as an experiment ()
One carpet. has been, put in an airgight  and moth-proof
glass show case,. (b) Abont nineby paintings have heen presery-
ed. in similar moth-proofl and rot-proof enses, many of them
with alumininm, backing,, while the: rest « have been preserved
under double glasses,, Asa [wther preeantionary step against
the actiou of strong, sunlight, damaging in course of time the
brilliant colours, deep blue curtains of ' similar sort as re-
commended by the Curator to the Royal Scattish . Musenm,
Edinburgh, are being provided nog, only for all the show eases
containing paintings, caligraphy,  ete, but also for  tho se
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containing specimens of papier-mache and ivory miniature work.
(¢} All the wood work in the museum have again been chemi-
cally treated by the Assis'ant to the Entomologist to the
Punjab Government, the last occasion when a similar treat-
ment was meted being in 1932, (d) The Curator .ds now en-

ged in preparing a complete deseriptive list of all the oh-
Jects that are now exhibited in the Ti n, Brahmanice, Jain
and the inseription galleries.

16i. Twelve photographs were sold to the public. Fifty five

ER = copies of Buddha Story in stone hy H.

Guides ond Sur-  Hargreaves in English and sight copies of the

plus coins. same in Urdn were also sold. Fifty sets of

picture post-cards, fonr catalogues of coins hy

C.J. Rodgers and two copies of the Catalogue of Paintings

by 8 N. Gupta were also sold. Nine copies of the printed
list of slides wern sold and thirteen presented gratis.

The sale of duplicate and surplus coins totalled 201, of
which eighty-one were of gold and the rest copper.

17. - The expenditure was well kept within the sanctioned
e grant. The modified grant for the year under
review  was Hs. 18,420 as against Rs. 19,600 of
the previous year,

The comparative fignres for the last three vears are as
follows :—

Rs.
1933-34 21,200
1934-35 - 19,600
1935-36 5 15,420

The sums credited to Government during the year 1935-36
are as under ;—

Re. a p

Sale-proceeds of photographs T 47 3 0
Sale-proceeds of <‘Buddba Stery in Stone’

in Knglish and Urda - i1 8 0
Sale-proceeds of “Catalogne of Paint-

ingrs’ vich 80 0 0
Sale-proce. ds of “Catalogne of Coius”. .. 815 0
Sulesprocieds of picture post-cards ... H 6 0

Sale-precoeds of duplicate and surplus
Ninl wee a,ﬂﬂ 0 6



RBe. 4. P.

Sale proeeeds of tickats on Student’s

Day, Re. 758-8:40

POTAss 8D

Salcsproceeds of fickets on  other |

days, Rs. 6,881-11-0 J

Salesproceeds of Lantern Slides List,

Lantern Lecturs lickets and recoy-

ery of lending and detention fee of
slides 110 o
Contribution of Lahore Vunicipality.,. 180 0 0
Miscellansons 17 6 0
Total we 11,889 3 g

The following figures show the income received from the
various sources during the last three years :—

Rs.
1933-34 9,049
1934-35 9,250
1935-36 11,339

158. The usual statement of ascounts and the list of addi-
tions are appended herewith

K. N. 8ITA RAM,
Curator, Central Museum, Lahore,
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Appendix B.

L1sT OF ARTIOLES OTHER THAN coINs ACQUIRED Pok THE CENTRAL

e

Muszom, Lanor®, DURING THE YEAR 1935-36.

Object with brief description.

03079-
03096
03097
03103
03109

03098
03128
08129
03180

03131
03134

(3135

05140

05049
08099
08100

08101

03102
08110

08127
08141

A —dntiguities.
3
JEighteen old terra-cotta heads, Purelased.

An old terra-cotta elephant. Purchased.

A stone torso of Varaha Avatara, head damagzed, Purchased.

An old terra:cotta head of Buddha, ears damaged, eyes half open,
Urna and Ushnisha indicated. Purchased.

B.—Art and M anufacture ineluding tewtiles,

An embroidered Phulkar:. Purchased.

An embroidered shawl. Purchased.

An embroidered leatior belt with ponches and powder flask.
Purchased,

A Kashgari old carpet.  Purehased.

An Trani Jhul, Purchased. ;

A wooden figure seated with hie legs hanging down and his hands
clutching at the arms of the chair. Presented by Major J. C.
Mullaly, 10/16th Punjab Regiment, Sialkot.

A wooden figure on horseback with a frontier kullah on head.
Presented by Major J. ¢. M ullaly, 10/16th Punjab Regiment,

Aaold silk Tungi with interwoven borders and a dark bhady,
Purehased.

O.~Paintings and Manuseripts.

A modern painting * Empress Nur JFahan * by R. R. Roy.
Purehased.

A Jaina Manuseript containing 43 leaves with 26 paintings and
11 ornamental drawings, Purchaged.

Kangra painting representing Radha standing with a lotus talki
to Krishna, who holds his favourite flute in his right hand,
Purchased.

An old Kangra painting representing Radha and Krishna
affectionately posed. Radha is probably pointing to a lady on a
Charpas with an infavt, Purehaged.

The coronation of Sri Rama Chanlra. Purokased.

Ganapati riding on his father’s Nandi with his brother Sabram.
anya seatcd behind. His parents, Siva and Paryati, his own
vehicle the mouse and his brother’s vehisle the peacock are also
represented. Purchased.

An old Persian Manuseript containing 719 leaves with 24 paint-
ings. Furchased. 3

Krishoa killing Mahamaya the son of Maya. Purchascd.
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Prate I.—Terra-cotta heads probably [rom Jammu.
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Prate 11.—Ganapati riding on his father's Nandi,
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vV —An episode from the Shah Nama.
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