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PREFACE

The task of making available to the world of scholars the benefits of study and
research on Indian inscriptions would have remained incomplete without the
reprinting of volumes of Epigraphia Indica (Arabic & Persian Supplement). This
series, under the title Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica published from 1907 to 1940,
was revived in 1949 and since 1951 in its present form. This valuable material is
being published in 13 volumes. The present one is Sth in the series and will be
followed in quick succession by subsequent ones.

I wish to record my thanks to Shri N.M. Ganam, Superintending Epigraphist,
for the planning of the series. Shri J.C. Gupta, Production Officer, Archaeological
Survey of India, has the credit for its speedy execution and production.

K.V. RAMESH
DIRECTOR (EPIGRAPHY)

MYSORE
1-9-1987
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FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRI 1

FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT.

By G. Yazpaws:.

The late Mr. Sultan ‘Al Farugi, Superintendent of Bidar Monuments, whose untimely
death has caused a great loss to the Archmological Department of Hyderabad State, sent
me inked rubbings of five inscriptions for deci t last year. One of these belongs
% the reign of ‘Ali Barid, the third ruler of the dynasty, whose sdministeation lnsted from
1542 to 1579 AD. and who was the first to assume the title of king. The inseription
is carved on the masonry of a shuice of the Kamthina tank, which was the chief source
of the supply of water to Bidar City during its palmy days. The inscription is a kind
of warning against the overflow of the water of the tank, which might have caused a breach
in the embankment. The sluice on which the inseription is carved was apparently constructed
to discharge the surplus water and thus to minimise the danger of a breach. The inseription
mentions the name of A‘2am Mansiir Khin as the builder of the embankment, but as the
Dames of the dignitaries of Barid Shahi Court are not preserved in any contemporary
mrdthnmofﬂmﬂ:ﬂsniumhnnwthnhimﬁm.

The language of the iuscription is Marathi and its text has been deciphered for me"
by Mr. R. M. Joshi, M.A., who has succeeded Mr. Bultan ‘Ajj Farugi as Superintendent
of Bidar Monuments,

TEXT
Plate I(a)

1 9% @& wfat Vo dx gwem o
2 & W v afiz aed wew wge et
3 MR Wi Hx atefr ot swsm W W
4 WE WA WE W@ W o wWE odew w
A W wWAT g @ frmr w@m g

ot

TRANSLATION
Thhﬂofthrmdrbuﬂtfor&nmumﬂnﬁmﬂrddndnhrmm
wna hyl;llliutﬂuﬁﬂhihthmughl'umnlnﬂrmln. If water is
carried over the bund, there is likelibood of its being damaged. None should do so,



2 EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA

ﬁg—ia
The month of Mubarram in the year 87 (Hijr) corresponding with = Shakir San 979
1579 A.D.). 4
\ Annthi:oithmﬁwinmﬁpﬁummhimtbanmni ‘Ali Barid; but here be is
probably the second king of this name, who ruled from 1010 to 1018 H., for the date
given st the end of the inseription is Shahiir San 1001 which corresponds with 1010 H.
The inscription is carved on a tablet which was found in clearing the debris from
one of the old gateways of the Bidar Fort, which was originally styled the Bykla 'I'int-hn
Gate. The inscriptional tablet is now preserved in the Archmological Museum of the Bidar
Fort, The tablet measures 1 ft. 4 in. by 10 in.

The inscription consista of five lines and the language is Marathi. The text has been
deciptered by Mr. R. M. Joshi.

Plate I(b)
{ Uz wE wwfem wmEn §wE AR
Fr fafe =@m =z @ ofed
§F TEw & FEEfe wa
wEl wWir we ataE waa

TEH §IC ¥ §¥e WEH
TRANSLITERATION
Pada Kotd najadika darawhjh Sukala tiratha,
Kéra kirdi Kisima Barida Sydba padile
Hote bidajs vo kirakirdi Hajarata
Ali Barida Syih Bindhile hawile
Narsorima subura sana Thade Alafa

TRANSLATION
1 The 'Sukla Tirtha Gate, in the vicinity of Padakots,
2 Collapsed during the reign of Qdsim Barld 8hih
3 Later on in the reign of Hadrmt
4 ‘Ali Barid 8hih the same was reconstructed under the charge of
b
T

A

F_ ]

o G2 B =

Narsoram in the Shakiir San 1001 (1601 A.D.).

he third and fourth inscriptions of this set are from a well at Ashtiir which was
built by a royal officer named Jagapat Rio during the reign of Mirza Wali Amir Barid
in 1018 H. The well is of considerable dimensions and it has steps of masonry which
has been finely dressed. The name of Mirza Wali Amir Barid as the eighth ruler of
the dynasty is also mentioned by Firisbta,! but Haig in the Cambridge History of .
India (Vol. III, p. 709) has given ‘All Barid Shih as the title of the eighth king.
The source of Huig's information is mnot knmown, but the name of the eighth Baridi
king who ruled from 1018 H. is also given by the author of Basitinu-s-Saldfin® and

* Firigta, Persian text (Bombay lithograph), Vol, II, pp. 348-48.
® Bositin, Hyderabad lithograph, p 278,



(a) Inscription of ‘Ali Barid from Kamthana, Bidar. Prate 1
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(b) Inscription of ‘Ali Barid from the Bidar Fort.

SCaLE 33
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FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT 3
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it is Mirza Wall Amir Barid, the same as given by Firishta and mentioned in these
two inscriptions.

One of these two epigraphs is in Persian and the other in Marathi. The Persian
record consists of a single line which is written in Thulth characters of a beautiful
type. 1 have deciphered the text as follows:—

Plate II(a)
e s ) aithle D) oli S Wy el J,wugwgﬁff.kdl,ﬁ
O 1 =14 & Jho yuie Jlgdy

TRANSLATION

The builder of this well, during the reign of His Majesty with Solomon's glory,
Amirza Wali Amir Barid Shah, may God perpetuate his sovereignty, was the servant
of the state, Jagat Rio, the son of Banchililkhandd. In the year 1018 H. (1609 A.D.).

The Marathi record has been deciphered by Mr. R. M. Joshi, M.A., whose reading
of the text is given below—
TEXT
Plate TI(b)
1 W= w=A%a ¥EaH WY
2 Wz W Fwwla amw WA
3 www = mwr wifd fiet
wAr afiz wwife  orewmR
a w¥z wnfa St fa
T aifd dw shefafs
w8 O W WK w5
gy fzfa i qeqe w
& tuyr WA EEE

e w0 1 @& o e

TRANSLITERATION
1 Aja Salatansts Sulstins aha
2 Mads Shibh Babamani bijads Humiyiins
3 Akarima Barids Spaha &fhavin pidhi
4 Amir Barids ebibichi pids ghahi
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_— — ——
Yachi farjanda Jagapatirao Doulati wvi
Hiri barinvi chouras bindhavili
Ase Shuhura Sana ashar alafs
Yachihindavi berija 1010 'Sa
Ke 1531 Simya nima Sanvatsara

o 0 =3 3 o

TRANSLATION

During the period of the reign of the dynasty of Abmad Shih Baihmani, after
whom there was Humiyin Akram Barid Shah, and in the eighth generation there was
Amir Barid, his son' Jagapati Rio Daulati constructed a well with steps, the Shakir year
was ‘aghare alaf totalling 1010, the Baka year is 1531 cyelic year Simya (Saumys).

The fifth inscription of the set is from a mosque at Gornalli,* a village some three
miles off Bidar. This inscription also mentions the name of Amir Barid 8hih as the
reigning king in 1019 H., thus confirming the information contained in the two epigraphs
of the well at Ashtlir. The style of writing is Thulth of an elegant type and the
inscription consists of four lines, each arranged in & panel The upper two panels
contain the Bismillah and the Islamic creed, while the lower two contain a record
mentioning the building of a moeque by Kbvaja Bostin in 1019 H., during the reign
of Amir Barid Spih II.

I have deciphered the text as follows—

Plate II(c)

i o 4D

mlanm'””"
L2 %#'Wdﬁ%’.wlmﬂ
1218 G ollay) dabl dman oo Jiy
() daaliais

TRANSLATION

In the name of God the Merciful and Compassionate |

“There is no god but God and Mubammad is the apostle of God.” _

This mosque was built during the sovereignty of Amir Barid Spah IT, and the
builder of this mosque was Kbvsjsa Bostin in 1019 H. (1610 A.D).

i The Marsthi record is only & version of the Persian text, but the translator has committed
s serious blunder by mentioning Jagspat! Blo as the won of King Amir Barid. In the Persian texi
hmdwnn-.mum-mm-m—uum

*The mosque b Gommalll is & mmall building consisting of = single room with thres arched

openings lowards the East.
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INSCRIPTION OF SULTAN BALBAN FROM BAYANA, BHARATPUR STATE.

By G. Yazpaxs

In January, 1939, Dr. N. P. Chakravarti, Government Epigraphist for Indis, kindly sent
me the inked rubbing of an inscription, now preserved in the Sanskrit School, attached to the
temple of Goculchandramiji at Kiman, Bharatpur State. The inscriptional tablot! is stated
to have come out of a well in the neighbourhood when it was re-excavated by the Goswami
Ballabhichiirys, the family preceptor of the rajas of Bharatpur and the custodian of Goenl-
chandramiji’s temple. The inscription is in Persisn prose and consists of ten lines. The
script is Naskh of a heavy style, such as was in vogue in India in the 13th century AD.
during the rule of the early SBultins of Delhi.

The inscription records the clearance and re-digging of a well during the reign of Ghiyi-
thu'd-Din Balban and the governorship of Nusrat Kbin, the fief-holder of Baysna. The
pame of Nusrat Ebdn is not mentioned among the dignitaries of Balban’s court in contem-
porary histories, but it oceurs in the chronicles of ‘Aliu‘d-Din Kbalji's reign as that of his
minister: The fief of Bayana owing to its vicinity to Delhi was a special prize awarded
to those nobles only who had rendered most loyal service to the king. The fact mentioned
in the inscription that Nusrat Kbin held the fief of Bayana shows that he was one of the
distinguished nobles during the reign of Balban as well.

The inscriptional tablet on its back bears a Sanskrit inscription which is being deci-
phered by Dr. N. P. Chakravarti and will be published in the Epigraphic Indica in due
course. I have deciphered the Persian text as follows:— *

Plate ITI{a)

sl gran) 4B o
Sy 38 far S slaig o 3 (§) S S o e b
g Sy 10 g oo s (§) ol Seme gyl o ) da
*)qﬁd}mbdguuiw_jl.....mﬁ....
Lo S de b2 0 ab S T oS ey
Sy ey dle A Uil 5 e, S B o
| olae of (o b e bl (PN
D R o JB g, W
b G Sl e B o ey 0,

|mw-ipuuduhhiwifhh;rlh.!im
% Tarilh-i-Fircs Shaki by Z. Barnl (Bibl Ind), p. 240.
|nh“ﬂﬁmpﬁhﬂyhmwmmLﬁMﬂgmm-ﬂm

Ll
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%

e I
Ohtty G el haad i e j) s

TRANSLATION

Inthmmdﬂndthnmtﬂumifu!mdﬂnmpuﬁumhl

The clearance of the well,., .., which was built one hundred and fifty years ago, and
afterwards during the ngi:mgnfﬂuhmmndﬂiii‘mmnhuhd,nmiﬂﬂadupwithm
...... and the people suffered thereby, commenced on the first of the auspicious month of
Ramadin in the year 669 H. (Monday, 15th June, 1271 A.D.) and was completed by the
end of the same month: During the raignnf:hahrdofthuwrld,thokinguimkind.
Gbiyithu'd-Dunya wad-Din {tﬁnrofhpdthuﬁihhlndmhj.thanhn&uwutﬂﬁdiu:ﬂﬂm
worlds, may God perpetuste his' kingdom, and during the regime of the exalted Kbin, the
Malik (Prince) of the Maliks of the East, Nusrat Kbin, the fief-holder of Bayana, may God
preserve his dignity and prostrate his: enemies, through the effort of the humble servant,
Ibrihim Abii Bakr Naugbirwia......,..,.....prserve, ... ..., .. “.Written.,........ on the
above date. God is the best Knower. End,

INSCRIPTION OF GHIYATHU'D-DIN TUGHLUQ FROM ASRAWA EHURD NEAR
ALLAHABAD.

Br G. Yazpanm

An inked rubbing of- this insoription wis kimll;’rnnttamfurdmipharmmtbrnr.
K. A A Ansar, Assistant Engineer, Northern Circle, who also sent me a note on the
epigmph which had been compiled by Maulavi Ashraf Husain Sahib, Acéording to the

namo of this Sipah-Salir and.apparently it has no connection with the“tomb by which it is
lying, and belongs to some other monument, which may have been a religious or secular

lines,

In the. jnscription the name. of Ghiyaghu'd-Din Taghluq is mentioned and as he ruled
720 to 725 H. the date 721 H. given st the end of the inscription falls within' his
mhﬁpﬁmmmﬁmﬁumd:mm noble, Ightiyiru'd-Din. In the
dignitaries ‘given by Barni, there are Mnubhnfﬂlilﬁthdui.ugthm'pﬂ

31
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(a) Imscription of Sultan Balban from Bayana, Bharatpur State.
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THREE PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF AILAH VARDI KNAN TUREMAN 7
fo————— — ——
‘Alin'd-Din Ebaljil who ruled up to 715 H!* Their names are Ightiyirn'd-Din Etagin and
{kbtiyirn'd-Din Afghiin. As the clan name Afghin also occurs in the inscription it may be
surmised that the moble referred toin the inscription is Tkhtiyiru'd-Din Afghin, who may have

enjoyed the patronage of the kings of Delhi until 721 H., the date of the inscription.
Muulayi Ashraf Husain Sahib had deciphered the text almost correctly and I have
altered his reading only in three places. The text as read by me in given below :—

Plate III(b)

L] ol 315 B o [ oy lioh @l el W L L L L ol B (1)
il L. L.l Dol [ LR ) g8 [ ] jeae [ Selan]il 5 il cale (p)
thdﬁuﬂ'mrﬁ'w‘gﬂuqm']uﬁ ()

TRANSLATION
During the reign of the great............ Gihiyathe'd-Dunys wad-Din Abu'l Muzaffar
Tughlug =pih, the Sultin, the master of beneinction and felicity, the pride of nobles, Ikhti-
yirn'd-Daunls wa'd-Din_,........ Afghin. This was recorded on the lst of Mubarram, 721 H.
(318t Jaunary, 1321 A.D))."

THREE PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF ALLAH VARDI EHAN TUREMAN FROM
THE ANCIENT HILL FORTS IN THE NASIK DISTRICT.

Bx Q. M. Moxexr, B.A;, F LA (Loxpos), SUPERINTENDENT, ARCHAEOLOGIOAL BURVEY,
WesteeN Crwocre, Poona.

The three inscriptions which are reproduced and reviewed at the end of this paper are
engraved on rocks in the Sitmils ranges* on which are crected the ancient forts of Indri'®,
Chiindor* and Dhodap*. The Sitmils hills ranging from west to east are now mostly comprised
within the present boundsries of the Nasik District of the Bombay Presidency. This range,
in combination with the main Western Ghats or the Sahyidrl range. to which it runs at
right angles, formed the northern and western borders respectively of the Ahmadnagar kingdom
of the Nigim Shahi dynasty, which flourished from 1499 A.D. to 1630 AD. To defend
their territory against the encroschments of neighbonring states, the Nigim Shihi kings
would appear to have erected and fortified & large numberof hill forts ot different stiategic

———

i Tarigh-i-Firoz Shaki.(Bibl. Ind.), p. 3L g

* This range is variously known ss the Sitmila, Chindor or Ajasta rnge, the first being the preferable
name.

* In north Istitude 23° 22, sast longitade 74° 13, and 4,495 feet above sea lovel. The hill fortat this place is
4 miles northwest of Chindor town on the Raurs Pass and its inscription is carved on tha face of the rock to
risl:tdewmdmkm.mum1hmmmhﬂﬁmnm

* In north latitude 20° 30/, east lozgitude 74° 15', and 3,004 foet above sea lovel. The hill fort of Chindgr is
about 40 miles norib-sast of Nasik town, on the main road from Bombay to Agra and its inscription is cagred
on the rock facing Chindor town.

% In north latitude 20° £3°, east longitude 74" 2" snd 3,708 feet above sea level The hill fort is 15 miles
mmﬂmW.ﬂdmuﬂpﬁmhmrﬂuﬁtmdtbom’twhﬁmpuﬂhinum.
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points on the hill tops and along the passes of their nosthern border'. The strategic and defensive
value of these forts was never so severely put to the test as when the kings and regents of
Abhmadnagar had to defend their realm against the aggression of the Mughal emperors from the

north.

The emperor Akbar was the first of this line to invade the Nizim Shiahi kingdom, in 1591
AD. and although he conquered Khindesh and made the Nizim Spihi regent? recognize his
suzerainty (1506 A.D.), his son Jahingir (1606—1627 AD.) somewhat fitfully?, and his
grandson Shih Jahin (1627—1657 A.D.) with despgrate determination, continued to encroach
upon the independence of Ahmadoagar kingdom &ill it was wholly annexed to the Mughal
Empire in 1632 A.D.* Shih Jahin's viceroy of the Deccan, Mahibat Ehin, Ehin Kbinin,
besieged the Ahmadnagar regent, Genernl Fath Ebin, the son of the famous Malik ‘Ambar,
in the fortress of Daulatibid (Déogiri) in 1831 A.D. More by bribery perhaps than by bravery,
the former succeeded in compelling the latter not only to surrender himself but also his ward,
the minor King Husain Nizim 8hih*. While Fath Kbin was rewarded for his abject
surrender by the bestowal upon bim of many a royal favour, his unlucky young sovereign was
imprisoned for life in the Gwilior fort®. It was this betrayal that for the first time in
their history brought the Marithis into direct conflict with the Imperial Mughal army. A Mard-
thi nobleman Riji Shihji Bhonsle, the father of the more famous Shiviji, the founder of the

 Marithi Empire, taking his stand on the strong position of his clansmen in the areas comprised

in and adjoining the Ahmadnagar territory, and with the tacit support of the Bultins of Gol-
conda and Bijipur stepped into the affairs of Nizim Shihi kingdom to prevent its annexation
by the Mughals. Assuming the role of regent, Shiahji set up another scion of Nigim Shahi
dynasty as the Sultin and organised the defences of the kingdom witha view to resist and
harass the army of occupation’. As part of the defensive measures adopted by him, Shibji
had many important hill forts in the Sitmila and Sahy3dri ranges garrisoned by his men
whose guerills raids seriously hampered the movements of the Mughal army in the Ahmadnagar
territory®. To crush this menace, Shih Jahin despatched strong reinforcements with instrue-
tions to overpower Shihji’s resistance by operating against him from three different points.
A force of 20,000 strong under Kbin Daurin was posted at Nander to prevent any supplies
reaching Shahji from the side of Golconda. Another contingent of 20,000 was placed under
Ebin Zamin with orders to pillage the home-lands of Shahji in the Poona District to the
south amd south-west of Ahmadnagar territory, The third detachment comprising 8,000 men was
entrusted to Shi'ista Kbin for dislodging the hostile garrisons from the regions of Trimbalk,
Junnar, Nasik and SBangamner.” From his force, Shi'ista Khin was required also to detail 2,000
men under the two officers named Allih Vardi Ebin and Yakka Tiz Kbin, to reduce the hill forts
in the Sitmils and Sahyidri ranges'®.

The hill forts of Indrd'i, Chindor and Dhadap on or near which respectively, the three in-
seriptions reproduced below are preserved, were among many others which lmumndmthmn

1 The small tracts of Baglin and Ealvin above this border were ruled by local Rajput

to have been loft practically independent during the period of Nigim ascendaney o ﬂ.hnqdnlwungdﬂ
ride Narik Districi Gazetieer, p. 187, foolnole 1, i S

% Tarigh-i-Firizhia (Brigg’s tranaletion), Vol. TI, pp. 285, 269, 270 and 273

* Igbal Ndma-i-Jahdngiri (Bibl. Ind.), pp. 34-39, 87, 80—01.

& Badshdh Nama of Malld ‘Abdu’l-Hamid Lihot! (Bibl Ind.), Vol. I, 2 135-151.

* Jdem, Part 1, pp. 527-31. 'IH,?&.IP:M?HML

* Ibid., Part 2, p. 135, * 18id, pp. 138-39,

* Ibid., pp. 136-77.

18 Jhid., p. 130,
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having been conquered also by Allih Vardi Ebin in these ranges'. These inscriptions do not
tell us the chronological sequence of the conquest of each of these forts, but it is abundantly
clear from the inscriptions that so far as the hill forts of Chindor, Indrd'i and Dhdap are
concerned, they fell to siege in the order in which their respective records are examined
in this paper. As their texts will bear out, these inscriptions were inscribed in the name of and
very probably at the instance of Allih Vardi Ebin himself. He claimsin them the credit of
having conquered not only the forts on which they are carved, but thirteen other forts in the
same area which are mentioned by name in two of the inscriptions examined below.

The Allih Vardi Kbin Turkmin of these inscriptions claimed descent from the famous
Baljiiqi sovereign, Sultin Banjar (1086—1157 A.D.) of Central Asia. He came to Indin during
the latter part of the reign of Emperor Jahingir (1606—1627 AD.). Through his brother,
Mukhlis Kbin, who was already in service as the companion to Prince Parviz, Allih Vardi waa
presented at the royal court. Being a good sportsman and the inventor of s unique hunting
device called TurkalinP, he soon won the favour of Jahingir who appointed him as Qardwal
Begi, or SBuperintendent of hunting excursions, in 1626 AD. At the very start of the reign of
8hih Jahin in 1627 A.D. Allih Vardi Kbino wos admitted to the rank of the noblesof the

court and was attached to Mahibat [hin, Bbin Ebhinin, for active- servica in the field. He
displayed great valour at the siege of the fort of Parenda on the southern border of the Ahmadnagar
kingdom and later under §hi'isti Kbin won signal lsurels in capturing a large number of hill
forts which are mentioned in the inseriptions studied below. After these achisvements in
1636 A.D., Allih Vardi Ebin was appointed in sucoession as the Warden of Lucknow, Muttra and
of the Imperial capital, Delhi. In 1653 A.D. he accompanied Dira Shukoh in the expedition sent
by 8bih Jahin for retaking Qandhir from the King of Persia. His behaviour during this expedi-
tion having been adversely reported on, 8hih Jahin deprived him of his title and rank, but in
view of his past services aasigned him the revenues of the paragans of dhankarpiir as pension.
After a short interval, however, he was re-employed and appointed to the charge of Elichpiir,
from which post he was raised to she governorship of the province of Berar. He was again involved
in a misunderstanding which led to his recalland confinement in his own house in the capital.
On the recommendstion of one of the princes royal, he was sent to Jaunpiir as its sdministrator
and was later appointed governor of the province of Bihar. About this time, Shih Shuja’, the
second son of Shih Jahin and Governor of Bengal, advanced from his provinee to
march on Delhi, to take part in the fratricidal war which was occasioned by the news of the
gerious illness of Shih Jahin. Allih Vardi, unwilling to oppose the advance of the prince
through his area, retired to Benares where, however, Shih 8huji‘ succeeded in persuading him
to join his cause in the impending struggle. When the prince set out from Benares, Allih
Vardi Ebén changed his mind and with all his adherents returned to Benares and shut himself
up in his house. 8hih Shuji‘ too returned and by false means got hold of Alldh Vardi and one
of his sons by name Saifullih, and after parading them on elephant back through the city, put
both of them to death (1657 A.D.).*

Plate TV(a)

Inscription on the rock of the hill fort at Chindor, facing the town of Chindor in the taluks
of the same neme in the Nasik District. The original size of the inscription is 3 . 4 in. by 2 ft,
6 in.

& Biddhah Namd of Mulls ‘Abdu’l Hamid Lihort, {Bibl. Ind.), Vol. I, Part 2, pp. 14648,

% The device “Turkalinl' consisted of & series of strong neta, the weight of eighty camel-loads, tra thousand

royal yards long and six broad. It was pitched like o tent with strong poler, so that omce s wild animal waa
- eaught in the ssme, it could not break through the meshea,
8 Mg'dghir-ul-Umard (Bibl. Ind.), Vol. L, pp. 207-218




o EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA

—_-

1
1

TEXT

Prurs
Poro s Jihdabe saojho gl
e oyt e B2 iy
$ S el b oaels
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TRANSLATION

Alldh is Great.

(1) On the twelfth of Shawwil 1045 H., (20th March, 1635 AD)

(2) corresponding to the first of the month of Farwardin, in the (regnal) year nine,

(3) this fort along with other forts which

(4) are (mentioned) in the Anjra'i fort (imseription),............ Shih Jahin

(5) were conquered by Allih Vardi Ebhin Turkmin,

Making due allowance for the gaps in the text above, its meaning and purpose are sufficient] y
clear. Whereas this inscription gives the 12th of Shawwal, 1045 H.. as the date of the fall
+f Chiindor fort, the court chronicles of Shih Jahin assign the 16th of the same month of the
<ame year as the date of the fall}

Plate IV(b)

Inscription engraved on the face of the rock to the right proper of the uppermost entrance
of the hill fort at Indrd’i in the Chindor taluka of Nasik District. The original size of the
tuscription is 4 ft. 2 in. by 2 ft. 9 in.
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Prate V
(@) Inscription on a rock at the Dhodap Fort, Nasik District.

Scarx 071

(b) Inscription on the Jami' Masjid at Champaner.
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TRANSLATION

Allih is Great,

Allih Allih Allih

(1) On the sixteenth of the month of Shawwil, 1045 H. (March 24, 1636 A.D.) correspond-

ing to the fifth
mdthmmthdhﬂuﬂh{dth]ﬂiﬂ[n@d]ymﬁ.thmgbthuhwmddilpanw
tion of

(3) Muhammad the Apostle and under the prosperous shadow of Spihabu'd-Din Mubammad,

(4) the Second Lord of the Happy conjunction, Shih Jahin the gallant king ; the humblest

(5) of (his) slaves Allih Vardi Kbin Turkmin (conguered) this fort (Indri'i) with some

[ﬁ}mhnhmthuumdwhkhmwﬁtbm,hthnmu[twmth

(7) The Chindor fort, the Rijdhair fort,

(8) the Kolair (Koledhair) fort, the Kinchnik and Manchnd forts, the Rauls and Jaula

(now known as Raulya and Jaulys) forts, the Mirkanda fort,
(9) the Kanhera fort, the Ahivant fort, the Anchligar (also called Achalgarh) fort and the
Riimsej fort.

As the sbove text is engraved on the rock of the hill fort of Indrd’i, the date 10th Shawwil,
1045 H. mentioned in it, obviously relates to the conquest of that particular fort, which we are
told in another place, surrendered on the 19th Shawwil of the same year}) Allih Vardi
Ebén’s claim of having taken among other forts, the hill fort of Rimsej as well, is not borne
out by his Chief Commander, Shi'ista Kbin, who in his despatch received by 8hih Jahin on the
fifth of Sbawwl gives the eredit of conguering this fort to snother officer, named Ajmad Khin
Niyial?

Flate V(a)

Ththnﬁpﬁnnhngnnduthhudthmkhthhhﬂnoﬁhimumrﬂm
hill fort at Dhodsap in the Kalvin taluks of the Nasik District. The original size of the inscription
is 5 £t. 9 in. by 3 ft. b in.

TEXT
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1 Baddah Nama of Mulls *Abdu’l-Hamid Libort, (Bibl Ind.), Vol 1, Part 2, p. 148. For suthenticity
t8s date in the inscription is 40 be preferred to that given by Malli *Abda’l-Hamid Lihort,
g, p. 100
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TRANSLATION
Allih iz Great.
Allah Allih Allih
{1} On the twenty-iifth of the month of Mubarram, 1046 H. (June, 29, 1836 A.D.) corres-
ponding to
(2) the ninth of the month of Tir of the Nihi (regoal) year 10, through the favour and by
the dispensation of
(3) Mubammad the Apostle and his descendants . . . snd under the prosperous
4y, . . . shadow .

(5) the Second, Shih Jahan, the gallant king ; the humblest of the slaves,

() Alldh Vardi Eban Turkmin, this fort of Dhodap

(7) along with fourteen forts the names of whichare . _......... , during

(8) four months, conquered. The fort of Chindor, the fort of Indra’i

(9) the fort of Bijdhair, the fort of Kolair (Ecledhair), the fort of Ednchns, the fort of
Minchna,

(10) the fort of Kanhera, the fort of Jaula, (Jaulya) the fort of Raulia (Raulys), the fort
of Markanda

f1i) thhﬁﬂmnmhﬁdm{mmrﬁ},thfwtdw.

Notwithstanding its effaced fourth line, the above inscription leaves no doubt that ocourring
as it does on the hill fort of Dhodap, its primary purpose is to record the date of conquest of
that patticular fort by Allih Vardi Kbin, who mentions in it that he had taken this fort
with fourteen other forts in the course of four months. The number fourteen would be correct
if it included the Dhodap fort s well, for this incoription enumerstes the names of orly
thirteen forts beaides that of Dhodap. The thirteen names mentioned sbove are identical with
those given in the Indrd'T fort inscription (Plate IVb). The subjugstion of these thirteen forts,
socording to that inscription, had taken two months before the fall of the last of them in the
month of Shawwil of the year 1045 H. It thus sppears probable that Dhodsp fort, which fall
four months lﬂﬂ'thﬂthm,pmidadluﬁﬂhltbthhdapm
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In the above inscription too, Allih Vardi Kbin repeats his claim of having conguered the
fort of Ramsej* along with other forts, but what Sha'ista Kbin, the Chief Commander of
thnarpuliﬁnnlgainatthnhﬂlforh'mqmﬁun.hnd to say sbout this particular fort has
already been mentioned above.

On the whole the interest of these three records would appear to lie in the fact that barring
a few minor variations, the details embodied in them are faithfully corroborated by the relevant
contemporary chronicles of the reign of Shak Jahin, which were being registered ata great
distance from the scens of the occurrences mentioned in these inscriptions.

A PERSIAN INSCRIPTION FROM THE JAMI‘ MASJID AT CHAMPANER.

By Q. M. Moxeer, B.A,, F.LA. (Loxvox), BUPERINTENDENT, ARCHAEOLOCICAL SURVEY,
Westers Crmcie, PooXa.

Now & single street of mean huts, Champaner (North latitude 20° 30’ and East longi-
tude 70° 30) in the Halol taluga of the Panch Mahals district df the Bombay Presidency,
was one of the two most important cities in the whole of Gujarat between 1485 and 1535
AD. during which period it rose to be the second capital of the independent BSultins of
Gujurat.? i

From 1300 AD. till its conquest in 1484 AD. by Sultin Mahmiid Begra (1458-1511
AD.), the sixth king of Gujurat in the Abmad Shahi Fne, Champaner with its adjoining hil}
fortress of Pawsgadh wes the seat of o dynasty of Chohin Rajput chiefs, of whom the
first to establish his rule at this place came into Gujarat from Ranthambore in Mewnr
as the result of the invasion of the latter country by the second Klalji Sultin of Delhi, ‘Alan’d-
Din (1296-1316 A.D.) in 1209 A.D? In 1418 A.D.the first really independent Sultin of Gujarat,
Abmad Shib 1 (1411-1442 A.D.), attacked the (hohin Raval of Champaner in the capital of
the latter, but retired with rich plunder and the promise of an annual tribute.* Abmad 8hih
Js son and successor, Sultin Muhammad Sbih T (1442-1451 A.D.), also led an expedition

Champaner in 1450 A.D., but on the srrival of the army of Bultin Mahmid Ebalji
of Malwa (1436-1469 A.D.) to the help of the Raval of this place, the Gujarat Bultin beat
s hasty retreat to his ecapital.? About a quarter of a century later, in 1473 A.D,, Sultén
Mahmiid Begra plundered the country around Champaner sud returned to his capital without
annexing any part of it Nine years later, in 1482 . A.D., during the reign of Mahmid
Begis 8gein, one of his officers, by name Malik Sudha, led sn incursion into the Champaner
territory, but found more than & match in Raval Jayasingh the reigning chief of the place,
who defeated and killed the intruder, This retaliation infuriated the Bultin into launching

1 This is an isolated fort in the Sabyidr range and is conspicuous all the way from Nasik to the north,
nmrlmumnllmprhnd-ilhhlhnﬁimihmge.

lwqmmmﬂm{, Vol. 111, Kaira and Panch Mahals, p. 305.

8 [bid.

amn.ummuhmmmmmm.mp.m.

s Jbid., pp. 288-267.
s Zafarw'laalib (An Arsbic History of Gujarat) by Hijl ad-Dabir, Arabic Texs, edited by Sir E. Dealeon

Foss, Vol L pp- 21.22
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a powerful attack on Champaner in 1483 A.D. Jayasingh, unable to meet the vast invading
hordes in the open field, betook himself into the impregnable fortress of Pawagadh,
where he offered very stubborn resistance which prolonged the siege to over twenty months.?
In the course of this siege the Bulfin's army is said to have shown signs of exhaustion. In
order to hearten it, he started the construction of a mosque in the town of Champaner, as
an earnest of his determination not to leave the Pawagadh fort unconquered.® At last
Pawagadh surrendered, its ruler was taken prisoder and after a few months tortured to
death. During the protracted siege of Pawagadh, Mahmiid Begra had come to like Champaner
for its climate and scenery and, therefore, decided to make it his second capital. Here
be laid the foundation of a fortified town which he named Muhammadibid, and further
gave it the status of a mint-town under the designation of ‘Jhaihr-i-Mukkerram' or ‘the
sacred town'.?

The scale and ornamental detsils of the plan of the mosque which he had begun to
construct even while the result of the siege was undecided in 1483 A.D. were greatly enlar-
ged, so that it took nearly thirty-five years to complete the whole edifice, which under the
care it is receiving from the Government of India is still in a very good state of preserva-
tion and architecturally has been recognized as the finest in the whole of Gujarat.t Its
open court, which measures 178 ft. from north to south-by 216 ft. from west to east, is
enclosed on north, south and esst by rows of open arcades and is entered through minor
porches on the north and south sides and a larger and richly carved one on the east fromt.
The prayer-hall is 169 ft. 6 in. in length by 81 ft. inside the walls, its north-west part
covering an area of 46 ft. by 28 ft., being screened off by stone panels of beautiful
work, for the use of female worshippers. The hall is arranged into a series of bays by rows of
pillars, which number as many as 176. The terrace of the hall has eleven domes resting on it, in
rows of four each in the front and back and one of three domes in the middle. The facade has
five arched entrances, of which the central one is the loftiest and double the width of others,
The central entrance ia flanked on either side by an exquisitely carved minar of six
each of which rises to s height of 100 ft. The four outer corners of the hall have each a
50 ft. high turret carved up to the roof level, above which it is plain and somewhat ungainly
in appearance. The inner face of the back or west wall of the prayer chamber is recessed
with seven prayer-niches called mijribe or gibldhs.®

The central mifrdb or prayer-niche of this mosgue is somewhat more elaborately
finished than the remaining six milrabs, and it is this in which, according to Firishta, was
installed an exceedingly besutiful mimbar or pulpit. The same historian, writing of this
pulpit and niche, quotes the following git'a or stanza of three Persian couplets of a contem-
porary poet of which the last couplet conveys the date of the consecration of the pulpit in
this niche, through the numerical value of the letters making up the words ‘kbutba wa mimbar,’s

: "L-salik, Vol. T, pp. 27-32.
* Gazeticer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. T, Kairs and Panch Mahals, p. 305.
' *Lacalik. Vol T, p. 31
* Fergusson's History of Indian and Eastern Archilecture, Vol. I, p. 242.
® For s detailed description of this mosque see Mubammadan Architecture in Gujaras,

Survey of India, New Imperial Series Reports, Vol. VI), pp. 4143, Part II (Archacological
# Firishts, Urdu Translstion, Newal Kishore Press, Vol. IT, p. 307.
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Persian couplets,
o M gible J geme wile i oaa (1)
Shie by iy bl aple i ] st e P (1)
pie 5 mbi 08 AB ohee 5 ple af Je ()

TRANSLATION

(1) His Majesty the Bhih of laudable recompense
He (who is) the shield of kings and cherisher of religion ;
(2) In front of the prayer-niche, out of reverence
Ereeted a pulpit graceful and pleasant ;
(3) The year of the date (of erection) of the pulpit and the niche
Came to be recorded by (the words) khutba wa mimbar (sermon and pulpit).

The total of the numerical values of the Persian letters makipg up the Arabic words of the
chronogram ¢ khutba wa mimbar ’ mentioned in the second hemistich of the last couplot
gives the year 914 of the Hijra em, corresponding to 1508-09 A.D., when Mahmid
Begpa (1458-1511 A.D.) was still alive and powerful. The chrunogram when read with due
regard to its connection with the context of other couplets leaves no room for doubt that it
refers exclusively and pointedly to the date of erection of the pulpit and the niche only. By s
strange irony Briggs, the well-known translator of Tdrikh-i-Firishta, has omitted to give a verba-
tim translation of the couplets cited above, and has contented himself with substituting a free
lndmiﬂ-lkungiﬂtnfihmtothneﬂutthltthatord:'ﬂujbwwaﬂiqnbnr’ufthn chronogram
were engraved on the pulpit, and that the year 914 H. (1508-09 A.D.) accruing from them
marked the date of the completion of the mosque ss a whole.! By a still stranger irony all
modern writers who had occasion to write about or refer to the history of this mosque have
repeated the mistake made by Briggs and have accepted 914 H. as the date of the completion
of the mosque itself.* These writers have gone further and have alleged that the tablet
engraved with the chronogram mentioned above was originally set up above the central mijrdb
and that it has for long been missing from its place, and also that the two tablets extant above
the minor mihrdb directly to the left and right of the central one are imscribed with a verse
from the Qur'an.?

Lately, I utilized the occasion of my inspection of the Jimi‘ Masjid at Champaner for
mnniugthuterhdtham-uﬂadwmi:umtha Qur'dn on the two tablets mentioned above.
The weathered surface of these oblong tablets of stone adds mot a little to the difficulty of

1 Briggs, Firishta, Vol. IV, page 70.

* Gasettser of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. TII, Kairs and Panch Mahals distriot, p. 300, Burgess, Mulam
madan Architecture in Gujarad, Part I1 (Archasclogical Survey of India, New Imperial Series Report, Vol VI),
p. 43, Marshall, Cambridge History of India, Vol I (Chapter XXIIL The Monuments of Muslim India)
pp- 812-613, Commissariate, History of Gujarat, Vol. I, p. 202,

;quu.mpm&q.vﬂ,mmuamhmmpn Bargess, Mulam-
madan Architecture in Gujarat, Part 11 (Archacological Survey of India, New Imperial Series Roport, Vel VI),
Pﬂmmﬂwwfﬁiﬂiﬂulpm
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deciphering the texts which are inscribed on them in most intricately interlaced letters of the
Thulth style of Arabic script. A little concentration on these tablets, though without my fully
solving the puzzle of interlooked words and letters, left me in no doubt that while the ' writing on
the tablet above the niche to the proper left of the central mihrdb represeuts indeed a text
from the Qur'din, that on the other tablet above the niche to the proper right of the central
mihrab could not be a text from the Qur'dn as has all these years been held to be the case.
As the inscriptions on both the tablets are not in relief but are inlaid in black letters flush
with the buff surface of the plaque, I had to content myself with a photographiz copy of the
inseription, the text of which 1 believed could not be a verse from the Qur'an. This copy as
reproduced in the plate attached to this article will show that the inscription it represents is
arranged in two lines one above the other, while its text as transcribed below will make it
quite clear that, comprising as it does four Persian couplets, it constitutes the genuine dated
epigraph commemorating the completion of the construction of this mosque, which came
about in 92¢ H. (1524 AD.) in the reign of Mahmid Begja's son and successor Buliin
Mugzaffar Shah IT (1511-1525 A.D.), full ten years later than the date (914 H.) hitherto
accepted in consequence, on the one hand of relying on Briggs’ distorted summary of the
relevant portion of Firighta’s account, as pointed out above, and on the other of regarding
both the extant tablets in this mosque as inscribed only with some verses from the Qur'an,
without any atfempt being made to see what exactly they stood for.

Plate V (b)
D) gy Jé e 0d W a8y s amee (1)
B i g e ) pie ST ()
e G ogm ) odele  Bhee Sl S5 ()
B Jpey b ) eds S0 fe b et [5]0a ()
TRANSLATION
(1) Jami‘ Masjid of sublime construction

Bnmambcmmplebedhythngtmaanﬂhelpnflﬂﬂl;
(2) Whereas the chazter of its construetion from the beginning

Bore the superseription. . .......... Whosoever buildeth for God ;*
(3) On account of its sublime height, its mikrdb
Looks like the crescent in the sky ;

{4) Nine hundred and twenty plus four
Reckon from the Hijra of the Apostle of Allih.

i 1 acknowledge my indobtedness to Principal M. Shafi of the Orhuhlﬂulhgu.lmhihakhﬂu:
given in deciphering the text of this inseription.

& Rofirs to the well known Hadith of the Prophet Azl 3 Uty 4 alll iy AUsS Lamif )y hspowe ) sy
meaning * Whnaoever buildeth for God & place of worship bo it like o nest of & gojat (s kind of bird) God
buiddsth for him s house in Puradise. ™
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The date 924 H. (1524 A.D.) recorded in the last couplet above settles once and for all the
date of the final completion of the Jimi' Masjid at Champaner, while the year 914 H. bhitherto
accepted.relstes to the time of the installation of the pulpit in the centmal mifral, which uot
improbably was set up earlier to sllow of the religious service to be hield as soem as possible,
pending tie completion of other parts of the building, which, judging from the inscription under
notice took ten years more to complete aiter the pulpit was established in it, in 914 H. The
pulpit, which must have been of extraordinpary grace and elegance, is no more in ita place, and
may be ssumed to bave been removed by some vandal during the unsettled times that
followed the disruption of Muslim sovereigaty in these parts in 1727 AD.

TWO INSCRIPTIONS FROM SHERPUR, BOGRA DISTRICT, BENGAL.
By Mavravi SHAMSUDDIX Amap, MA., Inplax Museoy, CALCUTTA.

In April 1938, the late Mr. N. G. Majumdar, Superintendent, Archaeological Section, Indian
Museurn, was pleased to offer me an opportunity to visit the historical remains st Sperpiir and
inspect two Parsian insoriptions thers, information about which was received by him some tims
ago. My visit to the place wes of immense value by enabling me to study the records in
the original with the aid of jocal conditions snd environments. Babu Bsilendranath Ghosh,
Photographer of the Archacological Survey, Eastern Circle, who accompanied me in the tour,
kindly secured for me the estampages of the inscriptions and my thanks are due to him.

One of the two inscriptious was noticed by Dr. Paul Horn in 1894, hut as his reading of
the text and the translation are exceedingly faulty and doubtful, I venture to publish afresh
in this paper both the epigrapks, the second one of which the Doctor expresse¢ his inability to
decipher.® .

sherpiir, the place where the inmripﬁum have hoen found, is gitnated on the west bank ot the
river Karatoya, at a distance of about 16 miles due south of Bogra, the headquarter town of the
district and sbout & couple of miles {rom the present Sherpiir funicipality; It is meationed
by Abn'l-Fadl as Sherpiir Marcha, to distinguish it from another town of the same name in
Mymensingh district which is popularly known as Dashkahonie, and is identified with the pargana
Mihmanebihi.’ :

Sherpir being centrally situated in & northern district of Bengal, its importance was
ealy felt by Sher ghih, who conceived the idea of turming it into & strong military post ;
hut the disturbance in the west and north-west parts of bhis realm called awny his attention and

.maﬂmhﬂm;ﬁﬂe&_ During the transition period, when the province of Bun,g..] was
passing {rom the hands of the Bengal Sultins to the Muglals, it heFamn the refuge of rebels
and outlaws. The refraccory zemindars and nobles of the ‘surrounding districts made Sherpiir
their rendezvous, wherefrom they would issue forth against the suzerain power at opportuns
moments and recede when hard pressed. The town grew gradually in importance and ia sulse-
quent times became the scene of s series of events some of which are euumfnhd below.

In 1580 Akbar's erroneous policy of promulgating his new faith, Dini-Ilihi and enforcing
the Branding Regulation, coupled with his reducing by balf the field service allowanes of
the army,® created extreme discontent in the camp as well as emong the masses. The

2 E.I., Vol. T1, pp. 288-280.

s jbid., p. 290.

3 Jurstt, A'in-i-Abbari, p. 138,

+ Combridge History of India, Vol TV, p. 135.
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situation in Bengal and Bibar took a serious turn and a section of the infatuated people
openly decided on rebellion. Taking advantage of this confusing state of affairs the Qiqabils.
the Turk fief-holders of Ghorighit in Rangpur district, also rebelled. Mi‘sim Khin Kabuli, a
former jdgirddr under Akbar, turmed against the latter and joined the Qiqshils. He further
joined hands with other rebels who had already occupied the stronghold of sberpiir, which place
thiey made the centre of activity.! Shihbiz Kbin, Governor of Bengal, was drafted by Akbar to
suppress the rising and bring the affairs of Bengal under control. He accordingly arrived at
the scene by a rapid march, inflicted & crushing defeat on Ma‘sim and his confederates, and
dispersed them on the 26th Novembher, 1583.* After driving the rebels from the country he
re-called the amirs and loyal fief-holders and restored them to Sherpiir.

Shiahbiz Kbin then began to regard the place as the most strategic situation, and mustering
his forces and local grandees thers, established & watch on the movements of the dispersed rebels.
In the meantime Dastam Ebin Qaqibil, the ring-leader of the rebels, after their dispersal
proceeded towards the north em roufe to Ghorighit, carrying on depredstion in the districts
that lay on his way, and finally invested Ghorighis. Babi'i Mankili, a federal amir, was sent
against him from the central force at Sherpiir. He defeated and killed Dastam and - recovered
Ghorighit in 1585.°

After the defeat at Sherpiir Ma‘siim Kbin fled to Fathibad (Faridpur and part of Jessore
Listrict) and thence crossed over to Dacea and formed an alliance with Kedar Rai, who had
already taken shelter with ‘Isi Ebin, one of the most intelligent and shrewd Bhuians (zemindars)
of Bengal. The union of the three forces of Mi‘sim, Eedar Rai and ‘Isi Elin formed s
formidable body, which swept over the whole area from Dacca right up to the neighbourhood
of Sberpiir. In 1505, Raja Man Singh, who was then Governor of Bengal, marched out from
Akbarnagar (Rajmahal), which place he had chosen for the seat of bis government, and met the
rebels. The enemy unable to resist the imperial army, crossed the Brahmaputra and surrendered
all the possessions they had captured on the west of the river. On account of the approach of
the rains Rajs Min Singh decided to encamp at Gherpir, and built a fort there which he named
Salimnagar in honour of prince Salim, afterwards the emperor Jahingir.*

In 1042 H. (1632 A.D.) i.e,in the early years of Shih Jahin, one Mua‘zzam Kban had
ereoted & congregational (a+ls) mosque at Sherpiir® This and other archseological evidence
show that Sherpiir was in the zenith of its prosperity in the reign of Shih Jahin. With the
decline of the Mughal power in Indis, the:glory of Gberpir seems to have been on the
wane. The town was apparently abandoned for unknown reasons about the end of the 18th
or early in the 19th century. It has mow become a dense forest inhabited by wild beasts and
speckled with old shrines, mosques and a few other historical remains.

There is no explicit mention in any historical record of the person who laid the - foundstion
and peopled the town of Sherpiir. The foregoing evidence however goes to show that Sherpiir was
already: an established city in the early period of Akbar's reign. It is not unreasonable therefore
to suppose that the town wss actually founded either by Sher Shih himself, as the nams
denotes, or by one of his lieutenants who caused it to be called after his master’s name. - Similar
examples of founding a number'of towns in his name and renaming the old ones are not wanting

+ Akbarmama, Vol. II1, p. 418.

* Cambridge History of India, Vol IV, p. 132,
» Akbarsama, Vol IV, p. 463.

i A pbarwama, Vol. ITT, p. 607.

S E. I. Vol IL, p. 200,
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in the pages of contemporary history. sher Shih laid, for instance, the foundation of another
gherpfr in Birbhum district, 16 miles due west of Qasimbazar,' Murshidabad and renamed
old cities, e.9. Sbergarh for Delhi, Qannauj, Shoqqt Bakr in Sind and so on.?

The two epigraphs that are being edited in the present paper have been found fixed in the front
wall, each on tme side of the centrnl entrance leading to the prayerchamber of a mosque locally
called Kherua mosque, now in'ruins ut gherpiir. The insctiption on the left slab indicates that
the sanctuary was built by Mirzd Murid Kb#n son of Jauhar AN Kbin Qiqubil on the 26th
Dha'lhijja, 989 H. (20th January, 1582),

The mosque is situated about a mile west of the Kaumyn river. [t measures 60 feet
by 16 feet inside and the thickness of the walls is 6 feet. At each corner there stands s
massive pillar decorated with carved bricks.

Jixcepting 'these corner pillarsthe structure presenis d simple style without much oma-
mentation, but the building is crowned with three domes. The prayer-hall can be approached
from the east by three entrances pierced “in the front wall, and from the north and south by
doorways opened in the walls on those sides. It is remarkable to pote that no trace of door-
jambs or lintels is observed in them.

The mosque has been long abandoned and is covered all over with trees, some of which have
struck root in it and in consequence several fissures have appeared in the walls and domes of
the shrins.

Murid Khin, the builder of this mosque, was & Turk who claimed descent from the
Qiqehil fumily. These Qiqabils seem to have emigrated to Bengal in the carly days of the
Mughal supremacy in India. They were apparently divided into two groups, one of which
settled in Ghoriighit, which pargana was assigned to them after the conquést of Bengal by Akbar
‘The leader of this group was Majniin Khin, who was succeeded on his death by Baba'i Qiqabil
then an aged man® The other group on the other hand, preferred their home at Sherpiir
Murcha and followed the lead of Jauhar ‘Alf Ebin and on his death, of Murdid Khiu. The
Qiqshils seemed to have all along been loynl to the Mughal sovereigns, but during the rising
that pervaded throughout Bengal, on acdount of Akbar's enforcing the unhappy Branding
Measure, the Qiqabils of Ghorighit under Biba'l cast their lot with the rebols ns mentioned
above. They further joined with Ma‘sam Kabulf, the terror of Bengal, and brought untold
misery upon the people as well as on the imperisl army. The Qdqabils of Hperpir, however,
adhered to the suzerain power and were never led away by the intrigue of the mischief-mongers,
In recognition of his merit and good services to Akbar, Murid Kban received in 088 II,
(1580 A.D.) the distinction of “Ebiin’ and was elevated to the rank of one thousand horses
He moreover rendered many valuable services to Shihbiz Khin and Raja Min Singh respectively
in suppressing the disaffection caused by the cobesion of Mi‘sdm Kbin's army with those of
Kedar Rai and ‘Isa Kiiin, the most powerful and terrible among the Bhuians of East Bengal.

The inscription slabs have been pierced in the centre ; the perforation in the one is rectan-
gular and in the other vase-shaped. The texts which enclose the central hole are carved in
raised letters on black slabs of stone. The one on the left side measures, across the inseribed
face, 4 feet 2 inches by 2 feet 3 inches, and the other on the right, 3 feet 3 inches by 2 feot 2
inches. The epigraph on the left slab consista altogether of 14 lines, excluding the head line
invocation. The first two lines indicate the name of the donor and the date of founding the

! Qanungo's Sher Shak, p. 173 footnota.
* [bid., p. 283,

* Ma'athiry'l-Umard, Eng. trans,, p. 333,
s A bbgraama, p. 3M.
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mosque, and the remaining lines contain the parable of two pigeons that approached the
oustodian of the mosque, Faqir ‘AbdusSamad, with a prayer to permit them to take
shelter in it. The inscription on the right slab comprises 11 lines in all and gives pious
instruction on charity, enumerating some practical ways of attaining immortality.

1t is interesting to note that, unlike records dedicated on similar occasions, the present
epigraphs begin abruptly with the subject matter without any prelude such as suitable quotatious:
from the Qur'@n or Hadith. It is all the more peculiar that even the preliminary verse 4[5
has been omitted here. These peculiarities may be provisionally accounted for by supposing that
the liberty of thought introduced by Akbar in matters of religion and the consequent relaxation
in the observance of time-honoured practice thereof are responsible for such departure from
usual custom.

The inscriptions are written in beautiful Naskh characters, the language being Persian. “The
absence of mecessary dots on letters renders the study of the epigraphs immensely difficult. My
reading of the texts of inscriptions is given below :— L

(1) Inscription on the left slab—

o) e b

Lines

9A9 s p=l) 55 ale po wil 0 5y dijlas (1)

By e o ST amane W& Slpe e ol il (2)

PS50 dealle 185 (§) i dmen (9) rip Jla e py wil e (3)
e ol ) am 5 sigS o] 33 Iya )] o o (4)

b Lo et 5 Le iy o (35 ) 355 () Ut U il e i 45 ((ioS) oy (B)
S L) 6 i i gy it (o 6143) e (6)

i3S 45h SIAS Sy Ui B2 ailaj e I folae 0pa (T)

) W Sy wahd 545 5 ol saba sl ; (8)

(e L) 035 las wliial) )y ) (9)

85 olale] ) aibli g2t i aias ha 9 5 dis, s (10)

SN alen o 8 Lo .. L) ) amae L) umy (11)

iy iy (12)

& e gy lale (U asms Pl Left wing (13)

Jeib Jsale jaa o) Right wing (14)
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TRANSLATION

O the Manifester of wonders | Observation : on Monday the 25th Dbu'l-hijja, 989 H, (20th
January, 1582) with the aid of Nawib Mirzd Murid Kbin, (the construction of) the mosqua
commenced. On the 2nd day, Tuesday, the 26th of the present month, two green pigeons flew
down from the air and perched in the vicinity of the mosque and appearing before Faqir Abdus-
Samad made obeisance to him, After finishing the blessing of welcome, they (the vigeons) said:
“ We are coming from holy Mecca and greet the name and prosperity of the lord. We implore
o shelter in this mosque for ourselves as well as for our friends.” The Faqgir answered : *“Why noti
but the mosque is small and, heaven forbid that any violence from the people of the time sghould
come upon you." They said: “Whoever intentionally and knowingly should cause it, will in
return receive the same ; (but) he will feel more from the Dispenser of favours (God).” They then
saluted and disappeared. An answer from an inarticulats being cannot be regarded as possible.
The object of story was that after the completion of the mosque and its arrangement
the poor pigeons should not be molested.

This mosque was built by the exalted and high Murid Ebén, son of Jauhar ‘Al Kbin

Qigshal.

(1I) Inscription on the right slah—

]|
Lines
(5) »loisl (1)
ol ] o a5 sy ot (55 01 9 55 0 cipe s 1S S S 1 e (2)
545y oy 5 vmens
of ol 5 -op foy by ol wgds W8 S o8 s d,f._}h:,_n_;aJJ&*F} (3)
(W]WMquﬁﬂijaiﬂkﬁ
G i) 3365 5 - 38 (Q) i) i ks (4)
Bl fem e L e ol ST (5)
aid Semll Bia j s Sld paa 0T 5wl S
15 - i) ool KEder e Om) W e ) - lBee bl a2 iy 51 (6)
lg e s o 5 (§) W 0 e aantey
rL.Ji, sailad i, (7)

950 Szt JE ) 1N 0 o1 % (8
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e o B2] L) paitiy ssef e ae ) (9)
sal olahaalyl] L) gl L L S (10)
Soleadl y Siloy il S s ol (11)

TRANSLATION

- To ‘begin with » s narrated that whoever desires that he may be counted; aftér his death,
&mong the-living  ones and thas people may rememberhim with respect, and belp him with bless-
ings; should try to-(wj-build & mesque;.{b).excavats a-dank, (c) erect & minar; (d) lay out a
garden, or {e)-de other good work; such-as give eharity to the recluse if he happens:to pass by
hia - golli~ These works- will -sarvive bim-;as. bdis - memorials.. ..I¥ iz morsover likely that
through their agency, he, in some auspicious and pious moment, may fall inte the favour of &
worthy man.. Aud also it is saids * The mancis ndt dead who leaves behind him a bridge or a
mosque or & tank, ora shelter for way-farers. If no memorial outlives a person, the tree of his
existence has not, sa it were, borne fruit. If a man passes away and no trace: of any good deed
remains after him we should not recite ‘Al-hamdo’ (Praise be to God) on his death.” Of the
admonitions of Shaikh Abu'l-Laith SBamarqandi is the following :—

“ There are five things the rewards of which are ever recorded in the name of the doer after
his death ; (a) To give the Qur'dn in charity, (5) to teach religion, () to excavate a tank,
() to erect & mosque and (¢) to plant a tree ; and peace.”

P.S.—As on the 26th, the day of the commencement of the mosque, two pigeons came
from holy Mecca and implored the permission of the Faqir to take shelter in the mosque, they
after its completion, may re-appear and ask -for.shelter. . It is hoped- that none will persscute
them, and that they may receive blessing.

MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM BHONRASA, GWALIOR STATE.
By Rau SixoE SAESENA,

Bh (24° 8" E. and 787 4" N.), though a decaying town, is still the headquarters of the
Tappa (Sub-Tahsil) in the Bhilsa district of the Gwalior State. The nearest railway stations
are Kethora and Bamora-on the Delhi-Bombay main line of the G.LP. Railway. Bhonrasa
is about 6} miles from Bamora by a road which runs up to Seronj. A feeder road from Kethors
joins the Bamora-Seronj road _at the Sth-mile of this road. The Bhilsa-Pachbar road which
joins the Agra-Bombay trunk road also touches Bhonrass, the distance between Bhonrasa
and Deharda on the Agra-Bombay road being about ninety-six miles.

The town of Bhourasa is situsted on s rocky eminence between the Markande
stream and the river Betws, the former joining the Betwa about & turlng and
s half below the town. As usual with places of antiquity, Bhonrasa also enjoys the tradition
of being & very ancient site, and there the :great. sage Markande is said to have performed one
of his services, A small kunds about three miles to thomtbmuithnMMhd
by & perennial spring, is still considered to be the favourite spot of the Markande Rihi. The
spring water after replenishing the kunda joins the adjacent water-shed and becomes a
| _I.lldﬁ_hmmﬁ“im&ihunuthuﬂuhnﬂndrm
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Apart from the traditions it is certain that the locality was once a grest centre of the
Hindu religion, for about s mile to the north of the present town of Bhonrass, on & low
hillock, lie the ruins of & group of temples of the 10th to 11th centuries. The temples have a tank
in their close vicinity which has silted up now and the area covered by the ruins is occupied by
a grave-yard, known as the Bandi Bigh.
According to another tradition, the town was founded by one Raja Bhanwar Singh and
pamed after him. This Raja is said to have been a feudatory chief of the rulers of the
historic province of Chanderi, but the fact has not so far been confirmed.

Be that as it may, it is certain that the ancient town to which the above mentioned Hindu
ruins belonged ceased to exist before the present town of Bhonrasa was founded, spparently
by Muslim kings in the 14th century AD. The old trunk road from Delhi to the Deccan
passed through this area, and Bhonrasa being situsted néar the bank of the river
Betwa served ss a strategic post of defence, which fact seems to have been responsible for
the establishment of a military ecamp here during the reigns of the Sultins of Malwa and their
governors at Chanderi. Later on it seems to have been converted into a halting place on the
royal road and with the construction of the present fort.under the Mughals a vegular town
grew up here. Itis also probable that the officers in charge of the town in due course grew
so powerful as to defy the authority of the governors st Chandeni and to style themselves
as governors, This air of superiority is to be scented in the inscriptions and also in he
lofty mosques and mausoleums which were built by them.

With the decline of the Muslim rule Bhonrasa seems to have been successfully held by
the Bundelas Rajas of Chanderi and the Khichi Rajput rulers of Bajrangadh till the Marathas
took it finally towards the middle of the 14th centory. They bold it to this day.

In Muslim recordd Bhonrasa finds frequent mention and is described as a gasba in the
sarkar (district) of Chanderi. Bhonrasa is also called & town in various inscriptions on the
monuments in the town. 1 have not come across &ny descriptive account of Bhonrasa im
the records at my disposal, but only the bare mention of the name of the town as referred to
sbove. This has made it diffionlt to throw sny light on the true history, of the town or
the various personages named in the inscriptions under notice.

The inscriptions studied below belong to the Muslim period and may roughly be
arranged in three groupe, viz.—(a) the town inscriptions (b) the Bada Bigh inscriptions and () the
Bandi Bagh inscriptions. They have been rtecently discovered by the Archasological Depart-
ment of Gwalior State, and are being edited for the first time by the courtesy of the said

Department.

Grour A—IssokiPrions ¥ THE Town.

No. 1—Inscription on @ stone post near the main gate of the fort.

This fragmentary inscription is the oldest so far found as Bhonrasa. Itis inscribed
B fixed at present near the main gate of the fort. The inscribed surface measures
9" by 0’ 11°. The inscription is bilingual, the text in each language comprising fourteen
short lines, The text at the top is in Persisn, the characters being Naskhi. The inti

the lower plrbininﬂhdimrhlhwrurdl in defective Banakrit uit.h script is Deva
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The deciphered portion of the Persian text contains the name of the son of Mahmid shal,
the king of Malwa, and an order regarding the remission of some taxes in which Jizya
15 also mecluded.

The Hindi text contains the date, Wednesday, the 5th of the dark-half of the monih
of Phalguna in V.8, 1540 (1483 A.D.) and also refers to the revival of worship, and preventiog
of acts of vandalism possibly in regard to some temple, during the reign of Sulgin Ghiyith siik
of Mulwa, to whose reign the record belongs.:

Tle Persian text has been decipliered as follows :—

Plate VII (a)

T LRl FEY bl i .[|]
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T NS SR TR e T - bl anlins (v)
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o ba iy et o e

ool ari{de)

WoB a5 (§) W= e 38 rhee o (11)

L A el ) G e g

e DYl Sh A e e g, (1r)

.r..-.d-:-.....jh'..
TRANSLATION

1 L Y I T TR

2 His Majesty king of kings

b -u.u.....,Hnﬂfulbmﬁﬂﬁlhﬁn]ml mrﬂﬂdm’tutt Lis
kingdow and authority |

* This inseription is nnother example of the tolera - ™
Suceiptin in the 5. 2 0300T T relglons toleration of Mualis Kings, 1 de Uhuasiatrare Tezple
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7 the grocers and artisans

8 from the current year onward

B cicinnsvsasinsnsnassansnns

100 uesccnnnnsninsnnasnmsnces

11 Muslim and Hindu from the fizya, the hunters' tax, the
police tax

HINDI VERSION

Plate VII (a)
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- o assetie the exalted Ehfin Sher Ehin, the fief-holder,,........
B .....os-....province of Chanderi, the jizya, the hunters’ tax,
the police tax..,.....
B civannanen Bhonrasa (and its) suburbe........ baggal (the grocer)
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This well has been hewn in the living rock, and the little structural work wcs on the
top is in ruins now. This inscription is carved in relief on a tablet measuring 2 ft. 1 in.
by 1 ft. 5 in. The epigraph consists of ten lines and the style of writing is Nasta'lig of a
crude type. The language is Persian and the inscription, which is in verse’, refers to the
ughal Emperor Akbar the Great in 993 H. (1584 AD).
The date is given both in words and figures. ' The inscription also'mentions the name of

eonstruction of a well by order of ghe M

TRANSEATION

Victory, in the year 1540 [V.8.] thonth Phalguna
dark (half) 5th (date) ,

the day (being) Wednesday (in the reign of) Maharaj-
dhiraj Shri Bultin

Ghiyth ghih lord of Chanderi province

----------

...... Bhonrasa town........

{hﬂwﬂﬂhi'plndﬂﬂuﬁng --------------------- e
-u-«-n----....----..............m.ﬂhnm

---------

-+ .if he be Hindu will be......... ran e

Culpable of the sin of killing cows, (if he) be a Mashm. . .........
e (for him) is boarceth ,........000.00.

(So it) be.

No. 2—Inscription on an old well inside the fort.

one ‘Umar Husain who composed the record.
My reading of the text is ‘given below :—

Plate VII (b)

.
B o o srararhdddglal o L L L L L ()
Boooo b o o ol G100 (1)
e v v e e el B ol iyl ()
eoe 0w S we g AT ] (6)
3 et S B B e ()
I L RS~ S ()
il de gt (5) ot 5 S e (v)
Pl o2 s 8 R &l (y)

WP heaar sl (g)

+ & The metre of the werse is ﬂ&"ﬂ""ﬂ"i",}*“'



Prame VII

aoeyd sures ayy wosj Feqyy jo uonduosu]

(9)

*2)EIS J0I[EMT) 'RSEIUOYE Wlol)
empel jo ey wi-p, iAo jo uonduosu]

(»)



Prate VIII

(@) Inscription ‘on the Markande Gate, Bhonrasa Fort, Gwalior State,
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_————————— _ ————————
TRANSLATION

O Opener!
vesesssssrsssss DD Bct of grace by the great Kbin (1)
....... vis.sess.to make his name famous in the world
{caused) to be hewn (in rock) a well
(and -thus) water gushed out............like the water of Kauthar
During the just rule of Akbar the victorious
................ delightful without why or wherefor.
I asked the Pleiades for the date, They said,
“ (was) dug in the yesr nine hundred ninety two; I tell thee.”
Composed by ‘Umar Husain. 992 H. (1584 A.D.).

No. 3—Inscription on the Markande Gate in the ouler ramparts of the fort.
This inscription records the construction of the Fort of Bhonrasa by one Hasan Kl
during the reign of Akbar in 1594 A.D. The Markande Gate, on which the inscription is set up,
is a gate in the outer walls of the fort. It faces the south and is called Markande on account

of the streamlet which it overlooks.
The inscription, which is set in a niche over the gate, measures 2 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. 4 in.

and consists of ten lines of Persian verse,! The style of writing is Naskk. My reading of
the text is as follows :—

O =3 O

Plate VIII (a)

CROTER RXSSRR R R RO S
D)
h!,a};;msﬁ.-uta_;j

J R S A e e B P O
goe s o G e J o] e se g ()
w;{i}u-ig‘;h-yfuue R Tl ()
g S pe wr gt g it e b b (F)
S Ry b A Wi das 5 A jes s2us (o)
il bk JORRCIEN colhe e o oF el ()
Iy, - T RN B B R PR

C e e g e a1 (2)

and the date lound from the chronogram is 1003 A

- - - - - - L] & = @ L,

The metre of the verse is ‘.}J.m.- el o n
(1594 AD.).
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7===1==-__.
TRANSLATION
I confess that there is no god but God, (Who is) one (and has) no partner.
God: The record (of the) fort (of) Bhonrasa.
During the reign of the king of seven climes, Jalilu‘d-Din Muhammad Shih Akbar;
One thousand and three was the Hijri year when this circular fort was completed,
Hasan Ehén of exalted rank.............. built this beautiful and ornate (edifice).
The young man (Hasan Ebin) who in courage and valour is like a tiger or a lion.
‘Umar Kbin and all his (Hasan Ebin's) sons and his brothers, relatives and friands
€ (He) made the place the refuge of Muslims, may God reward him in this world as
well as in the next! i

7 For its chronogram Wisdom suggested the word Bagh (garden): calonlata the numeri-

cal value of the word sccording to the Abjad system and determine the date.
's me F‘th-inlu!irnuplriti L T N T L T N

(= -

seme Sh s sa i E s

No. a—Insoription on the Jagirdar's mosque.

This mosque is gituated outside the fortifications of the town, but being not far from it
the inscription has been included in the town group. The mosque was constructed by some
Jagirdir whose name or family connections are not known now. The building has no other
ettraction than the inscription, which is fixed in the middle of the back-wall of the
prayer-hall. The text is carved in relief on a tablet which messures 3 ft. 8} in. by 10 in.

TEXT
r;;n,_,:..;h D) ey D) Jyuy dome ) ) &) 3 B3la y ()
1=qp de Bila
Ly pr e © D& (pep)
TRANSLATION

1 O! Protector! There is no god but God and Mubammad is the apostle of God: In
the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate! O Protector! year 1004
H. (1683 A.D.).
84 Throne verse: Qur'dm, ch. II, v. 256, year 24 (Reognal) of Aurang(zeb's) rula,

Grour B.—MosusENTs 1v Bapa Bigm.
No. b—Inscripticn over the mibrab in the Great Mosque in Bada Bagh.

From the prominent position this inscription occupies, it is apparent that it has belonged to
this mosque from the beginning. Itiunutinmlinfinnbo:dmdpug]mmﬁnggﬁlﬂin‘
by 1 ft. 1 in. and consists of six lines. The first five lines are written in Naskh characters-
and contain holy texts. The last line is in the Nasta'lig style and the text refers to the
construction of o mosque by Nuwib Ikhlis Ebin in the reign of Aurangzeb in 1096 H.
(1685 A.D.). As Nawib Ikhlis Ebin's name is mentioned in other inscriptions of the place
§t appears that he was an important official under the Mughals.

. mhmﬁpﬁm:hmﬁmthnmmndmkmﬂmﬁndIMthumhhﬂ
\peen & minor official under Nawilb Ikhliy Khan.
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Plate VIII (b)

) Jyuy came D1 9 813 © pa)) paf Dl s (1)

g &l (o-r)

S e s i i 5 ety (gt B e e (1)
i e B ol [ o & (o8] il 153 i e

© 8 e el 1l e Jla i s/l il

TRANSLATION
1 The Bismilla and the Islimic creed.
9.5 Throne verse, Qur'dn, ch. 2, v. 256.

6 In the yesr one thousand ninety-six Hijri and twenty-seventh (regnal year of)
Aurang(zeb) Shih, the conguerer of the world, the victorious, this mosque of Nawib
Ikhlas Kbin, who is resting in Paradise, was completed under the supervision of
the (humble) servant of God, Kamil Kbin son of Alahdid Kbin, now residing in
the city of Lahore.

Nos. 6-8—Three inacriptions from the Great Mosqie, Bada Bdagh.

These three inseriptions are also set up in the Great mosque, but as their calligraphy
is different from that of inseription No. 4 they may have originally belonged to another
mosque or 8 mausoleum and may have been put up here after the cecay of the latter.
Two of these inseriptions contain only religious texts but the third contains two Persiar
verses referring to the transitoriness of the world. The latter inscription apparently belongs
to s mansolenm. The religious texts of the first two inseriptions are as follows:—

Inseription No. 62

r-,!ﬂ;-’lw-«:aﬂlmll..q
G2 3 sy 4510 )9 306l (1)

5 1se fanme ) 36l 5 (1)
Pia g dhade yor 5 G pley ol smaes e (F)

TRANSLATION

In the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate |

12 The Islamic creed.

3 Abd Bakr, ‘Umar,Uthmin mﬂHnﬂﬂmthﬂhmp.thamqua,mpum
mﬂthnpulpitofthhlimi:re]igiun.

'Thhﬂﬂunﬂﬁnhluuﬁﬂm!hlhﬂwdmlﬂ.h;lhljm
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Insoription No. 7.

pia anrh D) ooy
]y )N ah 3y 4D sash y Bl ohemse (1)
paal) lal) B 51 5335 Sy 35 149 (1)

TRANSLATION

In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate |
1-2 God is holy and all praise is due unto Him: there is no god but God. God
ilGmt,andmamhuﬁnngthudpnmamph{hlthaﬂighmdﬂmt.

Inscription No. 8 has been deciphered as follows* :—
Plate IX (4)

S e Ly d'%iﬂug;ad[ﬂ]_- e

XX R U O (TR 5 OGP T

holiwd s chadm o o o 0 0 L [§] A

; - (r)
U I T el B e &

(1)

TRANSLATION

1 Do not love (1) this world, for thou art a guest in this world for a few days ; when
suddenly death comes thou shalt feel sorry ;

2 (0!) powerful (1)............donot oppress the weak because when the time of death
will come thou shalt feel helplesa.

No. 8—Inscription on another mosque in Bada Bagh,

This inscription is earved on the western wall of & mosque situated in the vicinity of the
Bada Bigh. The mosque is an insignificant building, and as the inscription mentions the name
of Aurangzeb, it apparently belongs to some other building and not to this mosque,

The inscriptional tablet measures 1 ft. 10} in. by 10in. and bears seven lines of writing, of
which the first five are in Naskh characters and the remaining two in the Nastalig script.  The
eixth line mentions the completion of the mosque during the reign of Aurangzeb on the 19th
of Dhn'l-Hajj in 1085 H. (1633 A.D.).

lmhmﬁmpﬂmﬂnfmiﬂ.bylﬂ.ﬂlu.
lmmuwmmhnﬁpﬁmhumdmmzﬁ.ﬁu.bylﬂ.mm

-



Prate IX

(a) Inscription from a mosque at Bhonrasa, Gwalior State.

ScaLe - 166

(b) Inscription from another mosque at Bhonrasa.

ScaLx -25

Scalx - 166
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e

I have deciphered the text as follows :—

Plate IX (b)
) Syl o 401 9 )V B pral amy) 4B o 0
s él (o—1r)
o ey pf o 5 Sy o0 1290 e saml g o 5
ST B ) e DB U

o IS 2 1m0 (G Y ,}Lr!“'-";-‘“'-**)"u.:’)*"‘?

TRANSLATION

2.5 The Throne verse : Qur'dn, ch. IL, v. 258,
6 Completed on the 19th of the month of Dhu’l-Hajj in the year 1095 during the reign of

Aurang(zeb) Shih, s Klamgfr, the emperor.

7 Alas | the sprouting of the green grass in the garden made my heart happy ;

Friend | visit my tomb, for in spring thou shalt see the green grass growing on my ashes,
No. 10—Inscription on the wall of @ well in the Bada Bigh.

The inscription is carved on a tablet which is fixed to the inner masonry of the well. The
tablet measures 2 ft. by 11} in.' The style of writing is Nasti'lig of an elegant type, resembling
the style of inscriptions 6 and 8. The record consista of three lines, the first two contain &
f the completion of the well. In the Persian verse

Persian verse and the last gives the date o
+he mausolenm of Ikblis Ebin the Governor, has been mentioned, and the well was apparently

built as an adjunct to it.

Hymdjnsnftham:tiuufoﬂnn:-
Plate IX (c)

e Ut s S Ay
ﬂéfdﬁwddﬂwu-rﬂ-&%ﬁﬁh;w

TRANSLATION
Ferse

This well is like “Kauthar (a stream of “Paradise), while the mausoleur of Tkhlig Kbén, who

. n@mm Paradise of this world.
of ‘Ramazén (in’the) year 1102 H. (1621 A.D.)

(On the) twenty-seventh, of ?"@m
saion of ghatif this was completed.
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Grovr (—MowvuesTs 1v THE Bawnpi Bigs

Bandi Bigh is situated on a rock eminence about a mile to the north-east of the town. The
ruins of some old Hindu temples and a tank are in the close vicinity. Itis only a grave:
yard now, but the name Bandi Bagh suggests that originally & garden existed here. In the
Bandi Bagh there is a large number of mosques, the riost important of which are named the Bara
Ehambi, the Bandi Wili, the Bina Neoki, the Ek Ehambi and the Qalandari. Two of these
mosques have inseriptions which refer to the reign of Shihjahiin, the Mughal Emperor. At the
Bandi Bigh there is also a fine mausoleum, and many graves with fine plaster work. One
of these graves is called the Hathi Qabr?, and it is reported that an elephant was buried therein.

Ingeription on a mosque known as Bina Neoki Masjid.

The mosque, as its name® indicates, has no foundations and it has been built on a rock which
has hardly been chiselled for the structure. The inscription is carved on a tablet measuring 3 ft.
2in. by 7§ in. The tablet has been divided into three panels, the middle contains the Bismilla
and the Islimic creed with two Persian verses recording the building of & mosque in 1050 H.
(1640 A.D.). The two eide panels contain only religious texts. The style of writing iz NaskA
of a crude type. The text has been read by me as follows :—

Plate X (a)
Right panel
Plr [0 ]hma agun s (1)
15 e o)) 138 3 [ i) ] LGk o) wipd (1)
s aale ) Lo D) Jyuy J5 (1)
ot g G aiena)) ()
ple s ke D) o ) oy G Sl (0)

Middle panel
o) raa ey (1)
D) Jyuy same B 9 ) 3 (1)
v o o weble G e L2 LAkt oo (r)

s Rtk s e K[O)S a0l [ Gpe ] Gime (F)

3 0. Horse tomb a4 Chander! and Dog tomb at Kbeda in Gwalior State,
8Qf. Binc Neoki Masjid st Ufjain snd its insoription in the I, 4., Vol LVL



PLATE X .

(a) Inscription from a mosque at Bhonrasa, Gwalior State.
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Left panel
e chals ) gae 100 (1)

fykel) 4 oy J5 (1)

Gae byl [ ghnall ] el ()

Dl Jymy (¥)

TRANSLATION
Right panel
The lamp, mosque, prayer-niche and pulpit
1 resolved to sit in the mosque : died in this(t)
The Propket of God, may God's blessings and peace be on him, has said :
w The believers in & mosque sre like the fish (in water).”
Truly hath said the apostle of God, may God’s blessings and peace be on him.
Middle panel

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
Thmismgudhutﬁodfmdhlnhmmldhthanpocﬂeofﬂui
Int.h«auignnfEmperur&bﬁJshin.themmquawuhuilt...,,__..
The house of God was built in the Hijrl year 1060 (1640 A.D.).
Left panel

Abu Bakr, * Umar, ¢ Uthmin and Haidar ;
The apostle of God has said : * The prayer
is & ladder (to heaven) for the believers.” Truly (hath said) the apostle of God.

No. 12—Inscription on the Bandi Wali mosque.
like the garden, is called after the ‘Bandi’ whose name and life ean not be
inscriptional slab measures 1 ft. 3 in. by 9 in. The letters are cut
ihmiafmdthemtigumluedbynburdertin.widu. The record consists of nine lines
written in Naskh characters. The two top lines and the bottom line contain the holy names of
God and the Kalima. The remaining portion of the inscription is in Persian verse, mentioning
thau:umphﬁonufthﬂmoﬂquﬁnthurmlﬁulllmw-}ﬂmﬁtﬁlrﬁpd&ﬂllhh,m
Mughal emperor. This inscription seems to have been engraved by an illiterate mason who is
this bad and perhaps inaccurate reproduction.

N o OO bD -

He GO B3 e

Ve

This mosque,
sscertained now. The

responsible for
My reading ufthotextmdthntrmlhﬁunn!itmgimbﬂ“;_
Plate X (b)
el (1)

4] Sy same DN J[ 175 (1)
P phms , dpas & (F)
e elale 5 jaz 5,0 gl (s)
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mquuﬂq{.}

oo e o g Gole Gaa (4)
09 [§] hemnd il sy olad aad (y)
DAL I 9 e wile 4l (a)

oV b oash &L (a)
TRANSLATION

The best recitation :

The Islimic creed

The lamp, mosque, pulpit snd prayer-niche

Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmin and Haidar (respectively)

During the reign of §hih Jahin, this sacred mosqie

(Was built) through the faith of the sincere believer. . . e

It was completed in the year 1050 H. (1640 AD): "

With the construction of this edifice, the gate of benevolence was opened :
O Opener ! O Great! O Marvellous |

There are two more inscriptions at Bhonrasa which I mention in order to complete the
survey of the inscriptions there. One of them (No. 13) is carved on the rock-wall of & well near
the Miti's temple. It measures 1 ft. 2 in. by 8} in. and comprises 12 lines, Three of them are
in Deondgari script and the rest in Persian and Arabic oharacters. The style of writing is crude,
The inscription records the building of the well by some Revenue official in the year 1246 H. or
v. 8. 1887 (1) 1830 A.D?

Inscription No, 14 is carved above the middle niche of the * Idgih of Bhonrasa which is a
modern structure. The inscription is incised on a tablet measuring I ft. T} in. by 1 ft. 3% in.
There are six lines of writing in the Naskh charscters, In the beginningth_amiannligiom text
and afterwards three lines of Persian verse, mentioning the name Fadl ‘Ali Kban who repaired the
* Idgih in 1329 H. (1911 A.D.).

LI RO N T e

TWO PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM DHAMONI, BAUGOR DISTRICT, C. P.
By G. Yazpaw,

A few years ago R. M. Crofton, Esq., I. C. 8., Director General of Revenne, His Exalted
Highness the Nizam’s Government, was kind enough to show me an eye-copy of an  insorip-
tion of Aurangzeb from Dhamoni, He was -hnphuadwgivnmennmunthapm
nance of the inscription and a short history of the Dhamoni Fort i The fort is mentioned

! Mr. B. M. Crofton's note is given below :—




TWO PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM DHAMONI, BAUGOR DISTRICT, C. P. 3t

M
hrﬂwmuﬂhthMdMBnﬂthndﬂwmmnd
by ‘Abdulls -Kbén, the Mughal general, who was deputed %0 chastise Raja Jujhir of Ond-
chha (Orchhs) by wbih Jahin in 1045 HJ As the inscription shown by Mr. B. M. Crof-

The Director General nfhuhlmhghinﬂ]yoompﬁaﬂﬁthmqumﬂmﬂdapmm.u.
Nazim, Superintendent of Archaeological Survey, Central Circle, to visit Dhamoni and pre-
pare inked rubbings of the inscription. Dt.H.Hnﬁmviuithhmuuiianmbnr.lﬂﬂﬁ.
and he subsequently sent me the estampages of not only the Aurangzeb inscription, which
muﬁmhmhyl!r.ﬂ.ll.ﬂmfbnn,bntm:ﬁ:mthumﬂﬂhh he found carved
on the wall of an old well at the same place. I take this opportunity to thank Mr. R. M.
Umhmhrhhnrylinﬂlydnﬁngmynﬂmﬁmhtha&nrmb inscription. I also ex-
press my gratitude to thDthGmrﬂdLmhmhgyinIndhmﬂDr.H.Huimfur
theirquinﬂh]phmuﬁngnﬁth&inhdmbhinpnftheminmdpﬁm _

ThﬂhumipﬁnnmmﬁnningﬂmumaafhumbinWDnlmtlbht which 13
now placed in mﬂdﬂdiﬁ&hihnﬂhnmni.Thahhhtmruiit.uin.hy
1f. 3 in. and is divided into panels. The inscription is in Persian verse. The first
hamwchutmthj:duﬂmmﬂwdhmhﬁehn:mmmhﬂm are missing, as the
stone has decayed at some places through climatic effects. The style of writing is Nastd'lig
of a erude type.

The record besides the name of Aurangzeb gives the title, Randilah Kbin, which was

Bijapur kings, but later he joined the army of Aurangzeb, who seemed to have placed consi-
derable confidence in him, for we find Randiilah Ebin first deputed to captare Dira Shu-
koh* and afterwards commissioned to punish the Raja of Chands?® He held the rank of
four thousand foot and four thousand horse and was awarded a prize of Ra 10,000 for his

to :
about ibe tombs of these mints. "
1 Muntaghabu-l- Lubdb (Bibl. Ind), Vol. L pp. B10-14 snd Ma'dfdiru'l-Omara (Bibl Ind.), Vol 1L

“"T-!M Yol I0, p. 41, and Ma'aghirw’l-Umara, Vol. IL p. 309.

s Mo'aghir, 11, 300.

]
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successful campaign against Dara Shukoh, The inscription gives the date 1086 H. and
-records the building of & mosque at Dhamoni at the time of the visit of the victorious
general, Randillah Kban.

The text has been deciphered as follows :—

Plate XI (a)
o e agh otk e e I 0 i e el
S tagd iy e Ui e yele 10 05wl com (1)
A ke et R ST I S et

* * * * gyl G A pp s (p)
M @ op 2 e e e el dame ol g2l ol ke 200 (o)

?:"JJH iyl same o] =izt iy

TRANSLATION

(1) In the reign of the emperor, the defender of the faith, the conqueror of the world,
King ‘Alamgir, the son of the Second Lord of the happy conjunction (Sbih Jahin),

(2) mmmmmmmmmmnmmmmmm plains of
Dhamoni,

B) svevaiesniisinininiaa it Shat the faithful may pray therein in the morning and
evening,

(4) As it (the mosque 1) was completed in the year 1085 H. RO sl g T "

(5) The ownes thereof is *Abdullah son of Sbaikh Rijl Mubammad, whose right and
tiﬂatnmauhipwiﬂoonﬁnueulmguthemﬂdaﬁm.

Written by Muhammad Latif son of Mubammad Zarif Firiqgi.

ubhtildlmugndthauhwmgum which is given in the fourth hemistich cannot be deciphered

with certainty. If it is Khair jari, then the duhoithuhujld‘mgmrdjngmm,{w

system will be 1024 H. (1615 A.D) falling within the reign of Jahin
I bave deciphered the text as follows :-—

Plate XI (b)

P o) 4B
by apl S5 51 Sy ¥ (M seme g 1 ()
Lk ol [oth 1 o o bl b Uie S==3] (r)



(a) Inscription of 'Alamgir from Dhamoni, C.F. Prate XI
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THE NAVAGRAM INSCRIPTION OF SULTAN NUSRAT SHAH OF BENGAL 'n'r
¢$====_—_———-—___—_——===
TRANSLATION

In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate |
1 When Zihid Mubammsd built this well: lo, its garden was most delightful through
its freshnesa
9 We asked Wisdom for its chronogram ; it suggested : “ The well is an everlasting
charity™. 1024 H. (1615 A.D.).

THE NAVAGRAM INSCRIPTION OF SULTAN NUSRAT SHAH OF BENGAL.
By Mavravi SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD, M.A., Inprax MuseuM, CALCUTTA.

The stone inscription which is edited here for the first time was noticed by the late
Mr. N. G.Majumdar, Superintendent, Archmological Section, Indian Museum, in 1933, in
course of his inspection of an ancient ruined mosque at Navagram in the Pabna District, 13
miles from Chatmohar railwsy station on tbe E. B. Ry. The stone which is lying loose
inside the mosque, is & slab of black basalt measuring 21" x10". The epigraph is engraved
on tvh-il “blﬂt in l'BtlE.f. meurﬂing the uﬂﬁon of & m“qnu by one H-Tylnﬂu' R
the reign of Bultin Nasiru'd-Din Nugrat gbab on the 4th Rajab, 932 H. As the inscripti
was found inside the mosque, although dislocated from its original place of setting, and as thuu‘
is no other old mosque in the neighbourhood, it is presumed that the record belonged to this very
mosque,

The mosque is a fair representation of the style of sacred buildirfs of the time of the
Husain 3bahi kings of Bengal. It may be said to be a replica of the renowned Eklakhi
tomb at Pandus, Malda District, which served ss & model for such constructions in subse-
quent times. The mosque is a brick-built square structure with a fluted pillar st each
corner and in the centre of outer walls, The fagades are recessed with deep niches and shallow
rectangular panels decorated with elaborately carved bricks. The walls are curvili =
the top, which is the chief peculiarity of early Bengali structures; but the curvature is so

ual that it is scarcely discernible by untrained eyes. Each of the walls on the north, south
and east of the mosque is pierced by two arched doorways by which the prayer-hall can be
approached. The whole construction is crowned by s single dome. The interior space from
wall to wall measures about 24 ft. square. The mosque is still in use, but '“TPO":'#
attended by the praying units.

The present epigraph is apparently the first dated record that has ever been discovered
in the Pabna District. Two more inscriptions, one being verse 13, chapter 13, and the
other verses 1-5, chapter 99 from the Qur'dn, incised on two separate bricks were, however,
found lying in the remains of an old mosque at Samaj in the same District.! They were
aoquired in 1924 by Mr. K. N. Dilahit, Reo Babadur, and cxaaeiiid §:40s Todlin Mommsin:
bylhnﬁmnhlhundmmingbqtmthaﬁm‘ The style of writing is Tughrd of a
1 acdard and devoid of artistic beauty. It bears a sharp contrast to the contemporary
records of this king, which represent fair specimens of the decorative Tughrd writing of

This fact leads us to Buppose that in ugﬂﬁn! this i-nm"iilﬁlfm, i e
unskilled local craftsmen were requisitioned and that they were not very capable in lithic work-
manship.

1 E I x.iunm-u.pu.nmmmu:.,
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The donor of this mosque mentioned in the epigraph is one Miyin Mu'azzam. In the
Mangalkot inscription® of this king, written in 930 H., bas also been found the name of one Kbin
Miyin Mu‘azzam. It may be surmised that these two Mivin Mu'azgams were either
indentical persons or connected with each other by some bond of relationship. The donor
has further been designated as *Jangdir' (a warrior, a hero). This indicates that Miyin
Mu‘azzam was possibly ome of those dignitaries who distinguished himself by displaying some
feat of chivalry in the expedition sent by Nusrut §bih against Bibur and was subsequently
rewarded with this distinction.?

The titles of the king mentioned in this epigraph are the same as are generally found
on kis coins. The language is Arabiv and 1 give below my reading of the text:—

Plate XII (a)
P B e (I i W S T (b e ey dile ) Lo 5 (1)
wyai jilal] ) ol 5 i) ol ol P ko) g G el 130y § e i)
N
e en plae e deedd) G WS e Mo lhle ; ade ) old e (2)
W0 ) Legele S50 ARG cBias Al yanl] (J(§) Gpdpe . . o 4 il lGs
T Bloas P05 (A e 8 iy oy e o p B - il 3

TRANSLATION

1-2. The Prophet has said (peace and blessings of Allih he upon him), * Whoever builds a
mosque in this world, God the Great will build seventy palaces in heaven (for him)”.
This mosque has been built in the reign of the Bultin, son of Sultin Nasiru'd-Dunya
wad-din Abu'l Mugaffar Nusrat Shih Bultin, son of Husain Shih Sultin, may God per-
petuate his kingdom and sovereignty and elevate his power sud dignity. The donor of
this mosque is Miyin Mu'aggam.......... Jungdir, son of ..., may his fame be diffused
among the people, Kbin Mu‘azeam Mubirak Kbin, may God the Great keep them both
in peace in both the worlds; (it was built) on the 4th of Rajab, may its honour be
dignified, in the year nine hundred and thirty-two, 932 (21st April, 1528).

FIVE INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE PROVINCIAL MUSEUM, LUCKENOW.
By G. Yazpant.

Two years ago, Mr. Prayag Dayal, Curator, Provincial Mussum, Lucknow, kindly sent me
the rubbings of some inscriptions for decipherment and publication in the Epigraphia Indo-
Moglemica. I have nelmbed five inscriptions from them and they are studied below. The
u.rl_iuh uf ‘I:.hm mﬂmphmu I:lelaung:u to the :ﬂgn gf Mubirak Shah Khalji, and from the style
of ita writing it iz very typical of the seript which was in fashion at that period. For
instance, the etyle of the markez of kif, or the spelling of the word gf, or the form of

' Riochmann, J. 4. 8. B, Vol. XLII, for 1873, p. 206,
* A Belam's Ridz, pp. 134-35,
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(a) Imscription of Sultan Nusrat Shah of Bengal from Navagram, Pabna District.
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(¢) Inscription of Shah Jahan from the Provincial Museum, Lucknow
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M:

A& havvaz, such ns used at the end of the word sy in the sixth hemistich and in
the word 33 in the seventh hemistich. The inscription is incomplete and it records the construction
of some building, perbaps s mosque, which was commenced during the reign of ‘Aliu’d-Din
Ebalji (1296-1316 A.D.) and completed shortly after his death in 1316 A.IJ. when Mubirak Shih
Kbalji sncceeded to the throne of Delhi. The inscriptional tablet now measures 3 ft. 8 in.
by 1 ft. 2 in., but originally it must bave been about 5 ft. in length for the second hemistichs
of each of lines two, four and six sre missing, and they originally having been arranged in
separate panels would have made the length of the tablet 1 ft. 3 in. larger than its present
gize. The unfortunste feature sbout this inscriptional tablet however is, that it was deliberately
broken to suit the size of another inscription which was carved on the back of the tablet by
Bar Andiz Kbin an official of §hah Jabin's reign in 1049 H:} In the latter inscription the
pame of Sar Andiz Khin is mentioned as the builder of 8 mosque. From the vandalistic treat-
ment offered to the original inscription it may also be surmised that the mosque which has been
recorded in the latter inscription to have been built by Sar Andiz Ebin may have only been
repaired by him and originally built during the reigns of ‘Aliu’d-Din snd Mubirik ghih Ebaljias
mentioned in the former inscription.

The original inscription is in Persian verse. The style of writing is Naskh of an ornamental
type such as was in vogue during the reigns of the early Sultins of Delhi. Originally the
inscription consisted of six lines, comprising twelve hemistichs, each earved in a separate
pacel on the tablet. The fourth, eighth and tweiith hemistichs are missing DOW.

1 have deciphered the text as follows :—

Plate XII (b)

ot A e g e b P ) o e &2 ... . (1)
L it YRS el coa o ity S0 5 6 W (p)

uy-l_,h'h,._\lil_;iﬂ.u--ﬂéuf dasfle L& B . . L (P)
. . . - - " N ----'zjﬂ).w-ﬂ‘:.l.q%._rtrj

s 95 : e B Wy Ay veid Jepe ..., (0)

. . . . . - . s ull-h.l L;n.l-l..'- ‘,Téi "_‘..Fj':- {*)
TRANSLATION
1 The king, ‘Ali’i-Dunya-o-Din (‘Aliu’d-Din); may the throne of Paradisc be his resting
el

2 Hflll:idthuhu.ndlﬁonhutthmugh the influence of (unlucky) stars..............

3 (T‘haking]withﬂnﬂu'uglurj’, Mubirak Shih:may his empire remain safe until the
day of resurrection ! .

4 The humble servant of both these kings.......ccovesennnses T .

B InthEiim}'ntTIﬂ[lﬁll!A.D.].“.................ﬂadmh&themnuru.'ly,____““_

6 H:rﬂodmudhim {for this act of charity)....cccoeneencns

18ar Andiz Ehio held the Fuujdid of the sarbdrs of Locknow and Beswars during Shih Jahin's reignm
Hs also held the mak of one thousand Sve bundred foot snd ooe thoussnd iwo hundred horse.  Badshah

¥ ame (Bibl. Ind.), Vol I, Pt IL, p. 278,
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The inscription on the reverse side of the tablet is also in Persian and consists of two lines.
The style of writing is Nastd ‘fig of & fair class.
I have deciphered the text as follows :—

Plate XII (c)
L Y S R e[y ] w el ans ()
oo e il e f h @) @b e (r)

TRANSLATION

1 Bythemuuiﬁﬂdthammqmmbuﬂtfmpum&uﬁngthardpuf&lhﬁhlm

2 (Regarding) the year and date of construction. .,,,.,.say: “BSar Andiz Kbin was the
founder”,

oaort {ablet st present measures 1.4, §in, hy.1 4. 4in, and has s bole in the middle. The
mmnptmnumﬁnbmpmmdihaoddplh Naskh. The few words of the text which have

Plate XIII (a)
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TRANSLATION
Mubammad Akbar, the victorious king.
In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionats |
FHOly. ..o iaeeshi Bultdn........0s0vvevavnuasesnn. ... during the reign of the benevalent
king, His Majesty Jalilu'd-Din............ protect his kingdom and authority and diffuse his
munificence and charity in the world.......,,...Almighty............ OOV, . - v s on
R in the year 985 H. (I6TTAD.).,........0t

The fourth inscription of the Lucknow Museum is also somewhat unusual, being carved on a
brick, measuring 12 in. in length. It contains two dates 719 and 734 H., the first falling within
the reign of Qutbu'd-Din Mubdrak Khalji and the latter during the rule of Firoz Tughlug, The style
of writing is Naskh, but as the letters of the beginning of the inseription have been abraded only
the last two words of the text are legible, which read as follows :—

Plate XIII (b)
‘L&.ﬁu"ﬁ" ,lu’-%lj]‘ " ] L] - - L] -
vre vig
TRANSLATION
........................ the nobles and thegensrous. . ... .........co.00e2..”
719 H. (1319 A.D.) 734 H. (1334 AD.)

The fifth insoription seems to have been originally set up on a gate, which was built by some
Nawab in the year 1172 H. (1758 AD.). The style of writing is Nasta'lig and the inscription
consists of five linea of Persian verse.!

I have deciphered the text as follows :—

Plate XIII (c)

iidle @ls 3oy Al GBS et S (a5 (1)
Aoy e M o ) B P
wal s W) ya el Jee e ()
] pew G e UG s il of Je s 4e ()

iyr
el a0p W) clda 5 4l 5 0 ] By wya phend | o gl Sl (0)
TRANSLATION
1 How excellent the gate of empire, which they have built and elevated its structure
like the Pole star.

2 Upunit-l,'t]:agnm}thediﬁmﬁghthﬂﬂﬁnmhumﬁkﬁthunin{nimemﬂmuﬂh_

8 It is solid, strong and durable, baving the constancy of the poles of heaven {i.‘-..thnmnj.

4 The month and year of the building were communicated by the gracious inspirer, who
said, “We have seen the gate of benevolence open™.*

5 When the Nawib built this gate, the (Hijr) year was 1172 H. (1758 A.D.).

"The inscription is carved oa a tablet, measuring 2 fi. 6 in. by 1 ft. 8 in.

‘mewﬁndﬁudqmm;tmgimwwllﬂﬁ.
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THREE INSCRIPTIONS FROM GINGEE.
By Fazar Asuwap Kmaw, M.A.

I am deeply grateful to Mr. Ghulam Yazdani, who was kind. enough to allow me
to work on inscriptions from Gingee, Halsingi and Pirapiir, which I now publish
with his kind permission in two articles. Further I ackuowledge the kind help and
guidance which he has given me ungrudgingly.,

The impregnable rock-fortress of Gingee is in the Tindivanam Taluka of the South Arcot
District, Madras, situated in 12° 15’ N. and 79° 25 E. According to a most reliable
and valusble source of histarical information, the geographical position of Gingee has
been marked out thus. *“ It (Gingee) has got seven forts. On the east is Palamkota, and it
stretches up to the sea on this side. On the north is Sihachal mountain, which bounds
Carnatic and Arcot. In the western direction is Tirndmal, and towards the south
Wardawar,” *

At present the population of Gingee is small, but when it was cotiquered by the Emperor
Aurangzeb's general Dhu'l-Figir Kbdn, it became a very important division of Mughal
administration in the Deccan. It comprised eight mahals (districts), and its annual
revenue amounted to 7} lakh of rupees.? Now the interest. of the place is merely historical.
We lack definite historical evidence to show who first constructed the fortress, but the
original architectural features indicate that some ruler of the ancient Vijayanagar dynasty
built the fort. The lines of fortifications which cross the valley between the three hills
of Rijagirl, Kistnagid and Chandraya Drug, embrace an area of T'squars miles, i
each fortification consisted of a wall 5 feet thick, built of granite blosks and filled' in
with rubble,. but later a,hugh earthen rampart, 25 to 30 feet thiok, has been tlirown up
behind these walls, and rivetted on the inside with stone, while at imtervals in. this
rampart were built gunrd rooms.

The fortress, as already mentioned, is defended by thres formidable hills, connected by
-long walls of circumvallation. ° The citadel stands on the Rajagirl hill, 500 to 600 feet high,
and consists of a ridge terminating in a great overhanging bluff facing the south and falling
with a precipitous sweep to the pliin on the north. At the point where the ridge meets
the base of the bluff, s narrow and steep ravine gives a difficult means of secess to the top.
On every other Side it is inaccessible, Across this ravine were built three walls risi
one behind the other, which rendéred an attack by escilade impracticable. The way to
the summit leads throngh the three walls by several gateways,t

As mentioned above, the fortress of Gingee was & stronghold of the Vijayanagar
kingdom, which was at the helght of its glory and prosperity at-the beginning of the
16th century AD., and was finally overthrown by the allied forces of the Bultins of
Bijapur, Goleonds, Ahmadnagar and Bidar in the year 1565 A.D. at the famous battle
of Tilikota, when Rima Riys was elain and the confederates' marohed or tg Vijayanagar.
It was not until 1038 A.H., 1638 A.D., however that Khin Mubammad, the Bijapur
genersl with the military alliance of Golconda troops, captured: the fort from Raja Rip
Naik. s descendant of Rima Riiya, the Vijayacagar king. It was for the first time in the
history of the Carnatic that Muslims firmly established ' themselves there. The new rulers built

i [mperial Gazetteer, Vol XII.

* Btatistical dccownt of the Deccam under the Mughuls {original manuscript o possossion of Mr. Ghulam
Yazdani},

3 [bid.

* Imiperial Gasetleer, Vol. XTI
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ﬁ
ml and other - buildings 'in #his past, which had hitherto been's land of Hindu

As-a result of Muslim-conquest the vast eountry of the Carnatic was divided iuto two
main parts; the Hydersbadl snd the Bijapuri, by an imaginary lne from Vellore to
Sadras, and each of these parts was further sub-divided into Balaghat (uplands) and

Piynght (lowlands). But the new rulers bad not fully sensolidated their conquests, and a
large part of the oountry was still in bhands of unsubdued poligars (local -chiefs),
or held by mobles who were independent of Bijspur .and Hyderabad. The political
gituation was further complicated by Shivaji’s invesion of 1677 A.D., snd the establishment

of a new Maratha gowernment at Bhivsji appointed one of his own officers to
command the fortress, and it reshsined in. Maratha bands: for 22 yesrs?

. Mter the fall of Bijaper and Gelconda, Mughal soversignty was proslaimed over all the
Carnatic by virtue of succession, but without any adequate force to make it. effective.
After Shivaji's death, his son-in-law, Harji, became Commander of Gingee. Harji invaded
Hyderabadi Carnatic, north of the Palir river, and took possession of several forts and towns.
On the arrival of the ‘Emperor Aurangzeb’s officers, the raiders retreated and established
themsslves at” Wandiwash. Harji died in 1689 AD. Raji Ram arrived at Gingee, took
possession of it and established this - court there.- Dbe’l-Figir Kbin, as supreme Mughal
Commander, - reachéd the - environs-of Gingee in the year 1690 A.D. The siege was prolonged
fwﬂmnmmntnfﬁawﬂ-fmﬁad-puﬂ&onﬂmm.uﬂﬂmad that
Dbu'LFiqér Ebin was determined to take Gingee in order to save his oredit with the
Emperor. At last the fortress dell in the year 1698 A.D., and afterwards bocame the
headquarters of the Muslim standing army in the Province of Arcot.® The Emperor Aurangzeb,
after the fall of Gingee, named that town Nusratgarh.* It became an important centre
of Mughal rule in the Deccan, and & mint was also established there. A silver coin
of Emperor Aurangzeb issued from Gingee mint ds in the cabinet of Hyderabad Museum
and considered to be unique; Bome silver coins struck at Nusratgath, are also in the
Hyderabad Museum collectiop, and 8 detailed report on these coins has been published.

Nizimu'l-Mulk, Qamaru'd-din, Chin Qilich Eb&n, Kban Daurdn, had held the Viceroyalty
of the Deccan under the Mughal rule in 1713-14, and 1720-22, and though in February 1722
he went to Delhi to assume the Chief Ministership of the Empire, he kept hold
over the Deccan by means-of his agents. In 1724 A.D. he went back to the Deccan with
the intention of relinquishing the more responsible office at Delhi. In a short time
the entire Mughal Deccan was brought under his control. The Bmperor confirmed him
in the Viceroyalty of the Deesan, with the title of Asaf Jih in the year 1725 AD.
At the time of Agaf Jih's death, his eldest son Mir Mubammad Panih, Ghizin'd-Din
Ebin, was at Delhi. Nigir Jang the gecond son managed to seize the Vieeroyalty of
st last confirmed in that post by the Emperor with the title of

1 Basifin, p. 329,
% Cambridge Hisory, Vol. IV
* fbid.
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Nawih, Agwaru'd-Din. Nigir Jang with troops marched to the Carnatic, came upon his
enemies near Valadavar, captured alive Muzaffar Jang and returned to Arcot. In the
meanwhile the English implored Nisic Jang to take the field against the French. He
only decided to do so when he learnt that Dupleix had occupied Tiruviti and Gingee
and was marching towards Arcot! The capture of Gingee by the French in the year
1750 A.D.* profoundly disquieted him. After this Nisir Jang set ont, but was slain at
the instigation of the French? The French held Gingee for 11 years. During this interval
there was constant warfare between the English and the Freuch in the Deccan, each trying
to establish supremacy. In 1756 A. D. war broke out anew and lasted till 1761
ADs st the closing of which the French were left without a foot of ground in India?
It was in 1761 A. D. that Gingee passed to the English. In 1780 A.D. this
fortress was surrendered to Haidar ‘Aliand played no important part in the subsaquent
I::I'I.I'.I‘Ipa.'ls'.l'].ﬂ..

(1) Inscription on a bastion, Gingee Fort.

The stormy history of Gingee fortress has already been briefly traced out, and we
know how the ‘Adil 8hahi troops bronght Gingee under their subjugation in the year
1055 H., 1638 AD. It remained under *Adil Shahi protection for about 40 years, and
during this period many additions in buildings were made. The bastion on which the present
inscription is carved was built in the year 1063 H., 1643 A.D.

The inscription is carved on a slab which measures 1 ft. 6} in. by 8} in. The language is
Persian and the style of writing Nasta'lig, which developed to a high perfection during the
time of the Mughal emperors, particularly in the reign of Akbar.* My reading of the
rext iz as follows :—

Plate XIV (a)
(L PR Y |-'1'1"l..'h)d‘-‘i.§uwe

TRANSLATION
Husaini bostion was built in the year 1063 H., 1643 AD.

(2) Inscription on o mosque at Fingee,

Gingee, nfter being taken from Maratha hands in the year 1698 A.D., remained the
headquarters of the Mughal troops up to the year 1750 AD. Dr-ing this period new
buildings were constructed in Gingee, and the mosque in  which the present inscription
has been found was completed in the year 1130 H., 1718 A.D.

The inscription consists of four lines of Persian verse, which are written in Nasta'lig
characters. The slab measures 1 ft. 9 in. by 1 #. 7 in. Tt records the construction of
a mosque by one Ba'id, Governor of Gingee in the time of the Emperor Farruih-Siyar. It

I Cambridge History, Vol IV.

2 Ma'ntdird'l-Umara, Vol. 2, p BS4.

* Moid., p. B52

* Abo'l Fadl remarks that doring the time of Emperor Akbar, Nasta" Taesived im
Aini-dlbari (Bloshmann), Vol, I, p. 102, T s S
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() Inscription on a bastion, Gingee Fort.

Scarm - 108

BcaLu =16

{¢) Inscription in Sa‘dullah Khan's mosyue, Gingee,

ScaLe *125
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also contains @ chronogram giving the date 1130 H.. 1718 AD. My reading of the
text is as follows :—

Plate XIV (b)
05 Wy 4B fiaf ugees o2 o pa el Sl oA
8 |
TRANSLATION

(1) Ba‘id, the successful (administrator), ordered the construction of a mosque at Nusratgarh.!
(2) Wisdom communicated the chronogram of the completion of the building : © What
a mosque, as if another Ka'ba has been budle.” 1130 H. (1718 AD.).
(3) Inseription in Sa'dullah Khan's Mosque, Gingee.

This inscription consists of four lines of Persian verse, carved in elegant
Nasta‘'lig style. The slab bearing this inscription measures 4 ft. by 11 in. It records the
construction of s canal, by Sa‘id, Governor of Gingee during the administration of
Emperor Muhammad Shih of Delhi. It also contains a chronogram which gives the date
1135 H., 1723 A.D. My reading of the text is as follows:—

Plate XIV (c)
sk B W o e Wl S P
syle B e o W YO FC PSR PRI
1re

TRANSLATION
(1) Sa‘id, the adomner of the world, the envy of the gun, inoreased the water-supply
nlthaeityniﬂinpﬂbytthemmﬁm}afthamm
(2) Wisdom suggested the chronogram of this fountain of benevolence : " May this
(stream of) bounty flow forever.” 1135 H. (1723 AD.).

THREE INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE INDI TALUEA, BIJAPUR DISTRICT.
By Fazan Ammap Emaw, MA.

Indi taluks is the northernmost taluks of the Bijapur District in the Bombay Presidency,
lying between 16° 56’ and 17° 29’ N. and 75° 38 and 76° 12 E. This taluka is an unbroken and
almost treeless plain; but towards the south and lotrl:h-uate_whm gome streams flow, the
wunt:yipupnlﬁmmﬂ well cultivated.! The villages of Halsingl and Pirapiir are near Indl,
whmthnt.hmmﬁ;nnripﬁm:hnbunﬂimvemd.
pamed that town ss Nusratgarh, { Mo'd thiru'l-Umara,

"m,pnw Aurangzeb after the conquest of Gingee,

Vol. 2, p. 98).
3 Imperial Gazetiesr, ¥ol. XIV.
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—__'_—_"___——-——.__—_________;__________
(@) dnscription of ‘Alau'd-Din Ahmad Shah Baihmani from Halsing,

The fint of these three inscriptions is from Haleingl. This inscription refers 4o Sultin
‘Alin’d-Din Abmad Npah Baihmani II, who was the son of Sulfin Ahmad Shah Wali
Baihmani. ‘'He ascended the throme at Ahmadabad Bidar, agreeably to the will of his father
in the month of Rajab, 839 H. (February 1435 A.D,): and died of disorder in his foot, after
a reign of 23 years, 9 months and 20 days in the year 862 H. (1457 AD.)*

This inscription is .of great historical sigmi , for it throws light on a system in
vogue during the rule of Muslim sovereigns of India according to which stones carved with their
names were fixed on the boundary line of their empire. This uselul practice helps the historian to
ascertain the extent of dominion of a ruler, Inﬂapmantmmwnntathatthnﬂaihmniﬁng—
dom included Bijepur during the sovereignty of SBultin *Alsu’d-Din Ahmad Shibh Baihmani II.
During this period Bijapur was first seized by the Sultin’s brother Muhammad Khin, but
later he surrendered it when peace was effected between the two brothers. When Dev Ray of
Vijayanagar invaded the Baihmani kingdom in 1443 A.D., he resched as far as Bijapur. At
this time the Governor of Bijapur was Kbin Zamin., The date when Sultin * Aliu'd-Din
Abmad Gbih hed this stone fixed is not known because the inseription contains no date.

The inscription comsists of two lines carved on an irregular stone.® It is written in
erude Naskh style, and my reading of the text is as follows :—

Plate XV(a)
w.J_«.!JI 3 W) e ga
wibale i wea)
TRANSLATION
“The boundary of Sultin ‘Aliw’d-Din Abhmad 8hih™
(5) Insoription from a dargih at Pirapir,
This inscription consists of four lines, *Ihuhngungnial‘umianmimdwithﬂmbin. It
is carved on a siab in Naskh characters, and measures 1 ft, 10 in. by 14t 1in. It records the

building of a mosque by one Malik ‘Abdu’l-Qadir son of Ahmad Ebin in the time of Sultin
Tbribim ‘Adil 8hah II of Bijapur. Hyraadjngnfthetertilufoﬂm:—

Plﬂ“x‘\"fh}
CoeeMdse L, L
exlan Kl 08 o) hashe os b i e M, L L (2)
Hn_..u‘-x,.,-@l.”ydnﬁddb
Loy silea) Jgop « o . . Sla S pabeadi (i) Wl L L L @)
] 5 oalars) o

1 Briggs, Vol. I1, p. 431,
3 fhid., p. 440.
It measures 2 £t 1in. by 1 . 4 in.



PLate XV

(@) Inscription of ‘Alau’d-Din from Halsingi, Indi Taluqa, Bijapur District.
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TRANSLATION

......... by the exalted Malik, *Abdu'l-Qadir, son of the Ebén of exalted rank and position, the
illustrious, Ahmad Kbdn, son of Ilyis Ebén........... . in the Hijra Year.....c.usssrsens
(¢) Another Insoription from the dargdh at Pirapir.

This inscription is composed of two lines. Its language is Persian, and the style of
writing Naskh. The slab bearing the inseription measures 1 ft. 6 in. by 1 ft. It records the
construction of & well near the dargdh by the mother of Malik ‘Abdu'l-Qadir. The date
of the completion of the well is 1001 H., 1593 A.D. My reading of the text is as follows :—

Plate XVic)
why e ity i 1S U

1==1

TRANSLATION
This well was built by the mother of Malik ‘Abdu’l-Qadir, the son of Ahmad Kbén.

SOME NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE GOLCONDA. FORT.
By KEawasa MomAumap Asmap, M.A.

Three inscriptions of. the guns of Aurangzeb, which were found st Golconda some time
ago, have already been published by Mr. G Yazdani, O.B.E., in the Epigraphia Indo-Mos-
lemica for 1913-14 and 1935-36. Subsequently the Archmological Department-of. Hyderabad,
hss discovered two more guns of Aurangzeb at Golconda, and I am indebted to Mr. G.
Yazdani for kindly sllowing me to publish their inseriptions. Ma'dthir-i-* dlamgiri mentions
the name of some guns while describing the siege of Golconda by Aurangzeb,! and states
that they wers used' by him in the bombardment of the fort; but it makes do meiition of
the names of the two guns discovered recently: althotgh they are as important and nearly
as large as the guns mentioned in the Ma’athir, the inseriptions of whieli were pablished
by Mr. G. Yazdani previously.* It is possible that these two guns may' have been brought
to Golconda some time after its conguest by Aurangzeb, otherwise they would not have
remained urnoticed in the Ma'athir.

Both of these guns are of bronze and aré dated 1077 H. (1666 A.D.) and 1080 H.
(1679 A.D.) respectively. The earlier gun, which, according to the inscription carved upon
it, was called, Qal‘a Kugha (Fort Opener), is mounted on & bastion to the northwest of the
Baradari, It is 11 ft. in length with a bore 6 in. in diameter. The diameter at the muzzle
is 1ft. 3 in. and the circumference near the butt is 5 ft. 2in. There are six ornamented

1 Ma'athir-i-* Alamgirs (Bibl. Ind), p. 200.
s E.IM., 1913-14 pp. 55-57 and 1935-36, pp. 21-24.
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panels containing inseriptions arranged over the length of the gnn. The third and the
fifth panels have inseriptions in Arabie, their script being Thulth. The remaining contain
inseriptions in Persian and their script is Nasti*lig. My reading of the texts of the inseriptions
is given below :—

Plate XVI (a)

First panel -
P WA ML) (Sl 4G] gy sahd U Jal e aef a5
Second panel
(e ) 1o B (g alisly aflle oty Qg LS5 sl o dame il
Third panel
] , rinie daie g
Fourth panel

Fifth panel
e UJ“ dazue oz 108
Sizth panel
%mrkw"{jlj(MJMijjuilﬂdj
TRANSLATION
First panel: Whoever has come to this world will perish some day. Ome who is ever-
lasting” and perpetual is God.
Second panel: Abd'z-Zafar Muhammad Muhiv'd-Din Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir Behadur, the
victorious king. (Regnal) year 10.
Third panel: 1077 H., (1666 A.D.).
Fourth panel: Qul'n Kugha (Fort Opéner gun).
Fifth panel: Made by Mubammad ‘Al 'Arab.
Sixth panel: Shots ten seers, gunpowder three and three-quarter seers according to
the Jah@ngiri weight.
The other gun is mounted on & bastion which is situated at the foot of the Bila Hisir
Lill towards the south-west. This gun according to the inscription carved upon it is ealled

Atish Bar (Raining fire). It is ITf. in length and has a bore 7 in. in diameter. The
diameter at the muzzle is 1 ft. 7 in. and the circumference near the butt 6 ft. 10in. It has

four inscribed panels, arranged over its length. The language of the inseriptions is Persian
and the script Nasta'lig.

1 have deciphered the text as follows :—
Plate XVI (b)
First panel
(Ut ) pr s (gle sl 1iElle jolp gy LS D P e



Inscription on another gun in the same Fort,

()

Inscription on a gun in the Golconda Fort.

(a)

Prate XVI
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Second panel
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Third panel
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Fourth panel
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TRANSLATION

First panel: Abi'z-Zafar Muhammad Mubiu'd-Din Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir Bahidur, the
victorious king. (Regnal) year 22,

Seoond panel: Atish Bar (Raining fire) gun. The holy Hijri year 1090.

Third panel: Made by Muhammad ‘Ali *Arab.

Fourth panel: Shots fifteen seers, gunpowder five seers according to the Shahjahini

.weight.

In addition to the above inscriptions, some more new epigraphs have oeen found on a
mosque situated close to the Jallid Burj in the Naya Qul'a at Golconda. It is a small but
beantiful structure and has a dish-shaped vaulted roof. A full description of the building is
published in the Annual Report of the Archmological Department, H.E. H. the Nizam's
Government for the year 1347 Fasli (1937-38 AD). The Mosque according to an inscription
carved on it, was constructed by Mulla Kbiyili, who was one of the court poets of Ibrihim
Qutb Shih.

Over the arch of the entrance
inseription in Thulth characters:—

to the mosque is fixed s tablet which bears the following

Plate XVII (a)
JR&MMJIHEWHAE.;,MIQJ
@y 5 o il e iy 20 kS o 0 6 S

TRANSLATION

“ Verily the places of worship are set apart unto God, wherefore invoke not any other
together with God: Whatever God has said is true.”

Thanks be unto God that during the reign of the king who is the defender of faith and
is like & pole star to the world, that is king Tbrahim of good mature:

The spandrils of the arch were at one time decorated beautifully by mosaie work, but
the stones which were inlaid have been taken out in recent times. An inseription is aleo
carved in the spandrils in Tughra style.
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TRANSLATION

The Prophet, whom may God bless, has eaid ;

* The Muslim attains his highest glory when he is praying, "'

This auspicious moaque has been constructed by Mulla Ebiydli: it will be becoming if
the maidens of paradise bring stones and bricks (for the construction of the mosque),

A pillar of paradise for his founder....,,..in reference to that the chronogram of the
mosque is “the pillar of paradise™ 977 H. (1569 A.D.).

The interior of the mosque shows traces of floral designs in gold and blue and also bears
an inscription in the mihrab.

FPlate XVII (c).
'f;hﬂrmjﬁ;ipkjljmﬁwﬂjuf‘m%rqdl EUJEJJ&LJJ_@.!L{E;JE

..\:n.-@ghﬂ!%fﬁdiohguﬁéulwrb:}izwhﬂﬂﬁwmﬂr,_Jia‘n,zr.lj i,{;h asl 5

TRANSLATION

Qur'an, chap. 9, verses 18-19. @

The name Mubammad at the'end is that of the seribe who fourished during the reign
of Ibrihim Qutb Shah, and several inseriptions at the Golconda fort testify to his skill in
the art of calligraphy. The inscription on the Makli Darwiza is perhaps the best speci-
men of his skill and this record shows that he came to the Deccan from Isfahan?
Another inscription carved on the Aghrafi Masjid st Golconds shows that he was the son of
Sayyid Sadru’d-Din.

In the repairs recently done to the Musi Burj the missing portion of the Persian
inscription referring to the first siege of Goloonda by Prince Mubammad, son of Aurangzeb,
in 1656 A.D. has been found. Mr. G. Yazdani in his article on the portion of the insorifition
discovered before had surmised that the Mughsls concluded the peace with ‘Abdulla Qutb
8hih because they could no longer afford to prolong the siege. This surmise has been
found correct by the discovery of the missing portion. I am publishing the full text and

_translation of the inseription with the kind permission of Mr. G, Yazdani.

* B1.M., 191314, pp. 48-9, Pl XIX.
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Flate XVIII (a)
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TRANSLATION

In the name of God, the Compassionate and Merciful We praise and thank God ang
seek His help and beg His pardon: may God bless Mubammad and his progeny and assoil
them. After the above invocation: this great bastion, which is called the Haidari bastion,
in the fort of the city of Mubammadanagar, has been built for the reason that during the
year 1066 H. Sultin Aurangzeb, son of Shih Jabin, sccompanied by a large army, besieged
this fort. Among the mobles of the king was one, Mir Mirin, who bad promised to conquer
the fort and make it over to the king within three days. He.......... day and,..... ...
eatablished. ......s and carried the intrenchments and mioes to the diteh (of the fort). As
at this place was a small bastion, an order—obeyed by the world and mp&ctﬂl in the unj.
vhu- (lit. to which the universe yields obedience)—of the lord of the time, the emperor of
the period, the just Sultdn, the shadow of God, Abu'l-Mugzaffar Abu'l-Mansir Abu'l-Ghisj

Sultin ‘Abdulla Quib Shih to the Wazir of th he time, the confidence of the
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Royal Court, the trust of the State, the Kban, the exalted Commander-in-Chief, Misa Eb&n,
had the honour of issuing to this effect, that he himself be at the spot and ocoupy himself
in repelling the enemy. Thereupon the exalted Khan with all caution baffled the enemy
day and night. And by the divine decree a gun-shot struck the body of Mir-i-Mirin in such
8 munner that he expired in that very intrenchment (whence he was bombarding the fort).
Three days after his death peace was concluded. When the siege had been raised the
supreme orders were issued to the above-mentioned Kbin (Misa Kbin) that a large bastion
be built at this place, so that the enemy might not get an opportunity to dig intrenchments
and mines (on this side). In obedience to the auspicious (and) exalted orders, through the
efforts of the aforesaid Kban this large bastion (was built) within a short time, and complet-
ed in the year 1077 H. (1666 A.D.). And the architect’s name—Dharmiachier,

SOME MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY ANP ORISSA.
By G. Yazpawi

During the last year the Superintendent for Epigraphy, Southern Circle, sent to me
for decipherment and translation the rubbings of a large number of inscriptions from which
I have selected eight insctiptions for publication in this Journal. These inscriptions are
interesting both from the historical and palmographic points of view and I have studied
them in their chronological sequence o far as has been found practicable from their
geographical positions. The earliest of these inscriptions, dated 20th Shawwal 1063 H. is carved vy
a mosque at Poonamalle, in the Sriperumbudur taluga of the Chingleput District. It is a
bilingual record, in Persian and Telugu, mentioning the name of Mir Jumls the well-known
Qutb Shahi general, who by his conquests and statemanship established Qutb Shihi rule
in the Carnatic. The inscription shows him as the Governor of the province (Carnatic), while
the name of another official, Rustam son of Dhu'l-Figar is mentioned, who was apparently
in charge of a district (sarkdr), thus being subordinate to Mir Jumla !

The Persian version of the inscription consists of eight lines, the script being Nasta‘lig.*

I have decipbered the text as follows :—

Plate XVIII (b)
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1 bor the lite-history of Mic Jumla please see Ma'dghirul. Umarg (Bibl.Ind.), Vol ITL, Pp. 530-58.
3 "Tha insoription is carved on & large arch.shaped tables of blsck granite, measuring 4 ft. 5 in. from

the upox to the bottom and 2 ft. @ia. in breadth. The irwription is registered a8 No. 303 of the Madras
Epigraphical Collection, 1938-39,
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- ——
TRANSLATION

HEe EEARETH AND ENOWETH |

“ During the illustrious (?) reign of the king equal in rank to Jamshid, whose army is
the heavenly host, the shadow of God,! Sulfin ‘Abdulla Qutb Shah—may God preserve his
kingdom till the day of resurrection—and during the government of the gracious Nawib,
enjoying high titles, Nawib Jumlato'l-Mulki Mir Mubammad Sa‘id—may he live as long as the
world lasts—the humble servant of the court, Rustam, son of Dbu'l-Figir of Istarabid, built
and completed the mosque. Dated 20th ghawwil 1063 H. (3rd, Beptember 1653 A.D.)".*

The Telugn version has been kindly deciphered by the Buperintendent for Epigraphy,
Southern Circle, and his reading of the text with its translation into English is given below :—

Plate XVIII (b)

Line. 1 Svesti Sd [[*] Vijayibhyudaya-Salivibana-Saka-varshambbulu 157[8] agunéti
Vijaya-samvatsars Bhadrapada su 13-
. 2 lu yi dubbadinamamddu Gdlakordds simihisanidhisvarurhdaina Hajarati Xlam-

panni Sulutinu A-

3 bdbulli Kutupu-Sahirdjugiri kiryakartalsina Hajarati Navibu Sahébulugiri
kiiryakarta [Pii)-
» 4 namalli kdta Haviludiruddu Sujiyita-Asdri® Riistum-bBégu Pinamalli-sthalamathddu

Acharh-

5 drarka-sthiyiginu madidu katimchchinira [I*] ganaka yi masidu samastamaina
varunnu paripilana

., 6 &iyamgalaviru [|*] paripilana isinaviriki shbdaéa-mahidinilu é8sina-sukritath
kadda [[*] ira-

7 diu yavvaru vikhitad talastunnisd vire Kadils gohatys éSsina doshina pidury

[ii*]

TRANSLATION

Hail ! Prosperity !

In the (cyclic) year Vijays corresponding to 157[8] of the victorious Silivihana—Saka
ara, (on the) 13th fithi of the bright fortnight (of the month) of Bhidrapada—on this
auspicious day, Bujayita Xsiri Rustum-bBégu, the Haviluddru of the fort at Plinamalli
{Poonamallce), the agent (kdryakartia) of Hajarati Navibu-Sihsbulugiru, (who was himself)
the agent of Hajarati Alampanni Sulutinu Abdulld Kutupu Sabirfjugiru, the lord of the
Golakopda throne, built at Panamalli (Poonamallee) this mosque, to last as long as the Moon
and Sun.

Therefore, all people shall protect this mosque. Those that protect (it) will get the
merit of making the sixteen great gifts; those that cause obstruction (to it) will incur the sin
of killing a cow at Eail (Benares). s

i The titles of Suliin *Abdulla given here am the /same a8 those given in the Ambir ghins
inseription of the Gol~onda fort, E.I. M. 1913-14, p. 57.

J‘#'...'..'jrl..._.m dl'jhfw"m!’m“
TRANSLATION

Duhqyudmmdidnhmdhﬂt s mosque, demolished...eeesesnse

'mummw-ﬁuﬂwx@wm'mmmﬂ{mﬂﬂu valiant.

RPN 1.1, | F R ——
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This Telugu version is engraved below the Persian inseription. The superstructure of
the mosque is built of brick and mortar, the base being of stone, which may have originally
formed part of a Hindu temple.

There is & slight discrepancy in the Saka date 157[8] given in the inscription. It must
be Saks 1575, which regularly corresponded to the cyclic year Vijaya quoted in the record.
The astronomical details given for this date, namely, Bhidrapada, fu. 13, furnish
the English equivalent AD. 1653, August 26, which sccording to the Indian Ephemeris of
L.D.8. Pillai was the 12th day of §bawwil month of 1063 H., whereas the Persian date
a8 deciphered by Mr. Yazdani, is Shawwil 20.!

Thmnhmﬁpﬁmhohmahgimoﬂuhhumnmqmatﬁnddnpah.whhhw-
the seat of the Qutb ghihi governors of the Carnatic in the middle of the seventeenth century
and later of the Mughal governors. Thainmripﬁunmnnﬁonnthammeufimngmbmd
records the breaking of idols and the building of & mosque in the Hijri year 1108, corresponding
to 1692 A.D. The first two lines of the inscription are benedictory, consisting of religions
texts and & prayer for the longevity of the king's life. The language of these two lines
is Arabic. Aftarnrd;ﬂurumﬂlinunfhrﬁn“m;lmgod in sixteen panels, each
panel containing an hemistich. The style of writing is Thulth of an intricate type, such as is
usually found in the inscriptions of South India.* I have deciphered the text as follows :—

Plate XIX (a)
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iThe diffrrence between the two dates is apparently dues to the fact that the Telugn version was
engraved eight days later than the Perslan record. [EBditar]
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==l=____________—-—=————_.___———_—__—_"___——________'__-___‘
TRANSLATION

In the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionata | Praise be to God, the

Lord of all worlds, and blessing and peace be upon Muhammsad, the apostle of God, snd

upon all his descendants and compenions. O God, help Islim and the Muslims by preserv-

ing the kingdom of Abu'z-Zafar Muhiu'd-Din Mubammad Aurangzeb Babidur, the
world-conquering  (‘Alamgir) snd the victorious king.

ﬁmﬂﬁmﬁr,whmmmmaﬂmoimthmhubun
ust like the present king (Aurangzeb).

he has stretched by his powhlmhmhthtthmhu

reached the (distant) seas.
thep“ufnlﬁnghuwialdod,pminhnrpmn;{wm}h

of the time is not a prophet, yat there is no doubt in his
God.

.
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regarding the chronogram : the unknown inspirer uttered
these words secretly in my ears:
Thilhumoilﬁvimguumdbenﬂnlmnuwhnutinmmhh
obtained from Mubammad Rada'i."
year 1103 H. contained in Muhammad Radi'l

Amﬂingwthadbjdmtmdmming Muhammad Radi'l gives the date 1103
which tallies with the year given in the inseription.

Th!thirdinmﬁpﬁuninuhmohgimlu:darhnhohumﬂudﬂnp;h.hing earved on
three stone tablets, one of which is rectangular in shape and the other two circular. The
rectangular tablet measures 2 ft. 7 in. by 1 ft. 6 in. while the two circular tablets are
1 ft. in diameter each. Thautjrhofwﬁtingiuﬂult_hoimumnmm character and
the language is Arabic as well as Persian. The Arabic text contains the Kalime and
the names of the ‘four companions' of the Prophet Mubammad. The Persisn text oom-
prises a verse mentioning the construction of & mosque by ‘Abdu'n-Nabiin 1135 H. (1723 A.D.).

The text has been deciphered as follows :—
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PLATE XIX (b)
Rectangular tablet.
Middle : Islamic creed.
In corners :
ey ol b goe Juey 0 Ul Goa
Circular tablets.
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TRANSLATION
Rectangular tablet.
In the middle : The Islamic creed.
In the corners: By the truthfulness of Abii Bakr, the justice of ‘Umar, the honour of
‘Uthmin and the knowledge of “Ali!
Circular tablets.

By the help of the master, ‘Abdu'n-Nabi, they (the officials under ‘Abdu'n-Nabi)
vuilt the house of the Holy Prophet (i.e., the mosque) in 1135 H. (1723 A.D.).

The next inseription in chronological order is dated 1150 H. and it is carved on =
<isb fixed over the entrance of Hadrat Ahmad Shih's tomb at Cuddapah. According to
ihe insoription the saint was bom in 1072 H. (1662 A.D.) and died in 1157 H, (1744 A.D.),
during the reign of the Mughal Emperor, Muhammad Shih. The inscription further states
that the tomb of the saint was built through the efforts of Sabi Bibi, the daunghter of
*Abdu'n-Nabi. The latter is apparently the same person who built the mosque at Cuddapah
(supra p. 55) and who was apparently the Governor of the Carnatic during the reign of
Mohammad Shih,

The inscription is carved on a tablet measuring 4 ft. by 1 ft. 5 in. The style of
writing is Thulth of an intricate type which has made the inscription difficult to read.
The langusge is Persian and thé inscription is in verse consisting of four lines. I have
deciphered them as follows :—

PLATE XX (a)
jhu-&nlu&u:-ﬂm&'rd-’-ﬁ’ éﬂluml;rﬂﬁfﬂ)
da GY) ol ills il e, 2 2 1 1 e 30 Lass e sy il ()

'.Ila'lII ii'vr

R

_‘,ng}{“,.__;h Sezie Odw ay; Sl A u"'J' e fio o & yls (p)
AP et sl st Ja g o 3, &dte T s JuS 1 ()

WL

TRANSLATION

I The perfect guide, Mir Ahmad Shih, may God bless him, was always a benevulent
preacher of the faith of Ahmad, the chosen Prophet.

%4 The chronogram of his birth was (contained in the phrase): * How excellent is the
existence, the felicity of both the worlds " - agai  how happy ia his demisé 8,
for the divine inspirer has suggested the phrase: * He became the sssoci R
Paradise’, as chronogram.

3 Bibd Bibi the daughter of the illustrious Kban, "Abdu’n-N :
Sayyid Muhammad of exalted rank. AbL, ‘and. the. wis of

4 By the extreme efforts of that lady of noble descent (this tomb was built) and
mﬂphm'thbhmdlhduufgﬂdm'mmmm“m] =
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The [phrase Dir-i-afdal bi'l-hude (the blessed sbode of guidance) gives the date
1159 H. (1746 AD). _

The next two inscriptions are comparatively of an earlier date than the previous
ipti ing dated 1018 H. and 1026 H. respectively. They are carved omn two
s dargdh st Nizampatoam, a village in the Bipatls talug of the Guntur
ufthninmﬁpﬁm_hn;mngmmhhmwthaapiuph found
Qutb 8hbahi and ¢Adil Shahi nobles at Golconds and Bijapur. The
the name of Ebvijah ghih Haidar of Isfahan, while

meniions the name of Zainu'l ‘Abidin of Ardastan. It is not unlikely that
these two persons had some kind of connection with either the ‘Adil Shahi or the Quib
ghihi Court. The inscriptions begin with religious texts in Arabic and end with Persian
verses referring to the transitoriness of the world. The Arabic texts are inscribed in the
Thulth characters while the Persian verses are in the Nasta'liy script. The text of the
insoription bearing the date 1018 H. has been deciphered as follows :—

s i) 5 e [l 5 sumd il e Joo
(o) U Gle Lo 5 sl grmml] a5 ]
{@IJL%JW#”J;&%@U'J;*‘WHM'

gl i e B

il e Jo 5 gylonll sl

© e ermale e damae (ST ) i) S
OF (5 P o R dehd (pape &)
(o=t)1otadmgMady.e oo onen

i e a0 5

2oy R (4 )y i 5= B9 o? B 5 (1) 0 o e 9

TRANSLATION

0 God !
The Shiite durid? _
The death of Kbvijsh Sbah Haidar of Isfshan, msy God bless bim, occurred in the
month of Rabi' I, 1018 H. (May-June 1600 AD.).

lkhmﬁhmﬂm-uiil..miﬂmlﬂ-ﬂ.
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Verse
Thon ehouldst not feel sorry for old frendship.................. As life is to pass
away, it is of no consequence whether it is sweet or bitter: when the eall from God
comes, it is immaterial whether you are in Baghdad or Balkh. Even if you sucoeed

in possessing wealth, at last you shall leave it.
The other inscription has been deciphered as follows :—

PLATE XX (c)
qu.u:n-am
iy oy
(A8 BAG o1 oy 0 Flus) railall i (e Sy il
S 3] gyl kg G oy U3 )10 51 fopy o oo sbe
Sl 4y © WS 53 g S |y ) el 5 e 3 B

o K e e e fp wp B e ) 80

TRANSLATION

Allih | Mubammad | *Ali |
The @hiite durdd.s i
The date of the deathof Zainu'l‘Abidin of Ardastan, may God bless him! On the
morning of Sunday, the 8th of Jumad I, 1026 H. (Sunday, 4th May, 1617 AD.) he marched from
this frail world to the everlasting region. God willing! The Most High and Holy God
will take him irte His Mercy : (Visitors) should remember him by prayer.
Versa
1 Oh! how my heart was filled with joy when thﬂgraenphntglpmngupintha
garden. Y
2 O friend, pass by my tomb in springtide so that thou mayst see verdure
sprouting from my ashes.
The last two inscriptions are dated 1147 H. and 1188 H. respectivel i
# 4 . ¥ ‘-ﬂ-d thm
tablets are now preserved in the collection of Mr. B. N. Roy of Puri. The inscription
dated 1147 H. was originally set up over the entrance of an Imim Bira,® the provenance
of which is not known. Thninlnripﬁonnonniatnaitwulinuo[Pminnm.

i Bee E.IM., 1015-16, pp. 26.27.

3 A place of worship of the Ehls faith. Bira meaning a for} Rotes s
dedicated to the glorification of the mobls deeds of the Imims, ¢ Imim Bigs, & howe




Prate XX
(a) Inscription on the tomb of Ahmad Shah at Cuddapah, Madras Presidency.
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(8) Imscription on & tombstone, survey
No. 437. Nizampatanam, Madras
Presidency.

(¢) Imscription ona tombstone in the
village Nizampatanam, Madras

Presidency
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interval between the invasion of Mahmud in 1017 A.D., and the reign of Akbar in the
latter half of the sixteentls century.” Contrsry to this belief I was incidentally informed
s few days ago of an old Persian inscription to be found in the dargdh of a Muslim
saint named Makhdim §hah Wiliyat at Muttra. My informant, Maulvi Qadir-i-Azam, was
unable to read the epigraph, but he told me that he could decipher * Bikandar-i-Thani™
in it. This title was adopted by ‘Alin'd-Din Kbalji, and, as asccording to the reading
of Maulvi Qadir-i-Azam, the record seemed to belong to that emperor, it was considered
to possess great historical importance. I took an early opportunity to inspect the epigraph,
and it is much gratifying to note that it responded to my expectation. I visited the
dargih under notice in company with Mr. Ikram-ul-Haq, I. C. 8., the Joint Magistrate
of Muttra, on the 27th of August 1939. It is situated at the SBami Ghit and consists
of a small enclosure with the grave of the saint covered by & sandstone shed and lying
about its centre, There are a few other graves in the compound, while the north-east
and south-east corners of the enclosure are ocoupied by two domed tombs, the former contain-
ing three graves and the latter only two. The enclosure, so to say, is an ancient Muslim
cemetery.

The epigraph is fived on one of the north openings of the south-east tomb. The dome
of this structure, supported originally on eight stone columns, is constructed on the corbel-
ling principle with stone slabs overlapping one over the other, and it apparently belongs
to the early period of the Muslim occupation of India, when the Indian builders still
lacked the =kill of constructing & true dome. The other tomb, which is also covered by &
dome supported on twelve stone columns, is of a later date, probably of the Tughlug or
Lodi period.?

Unfortunately the inscription, which is engraved on a red sandstone slab; is fragmentary.
¥t is in Persian verse inscribed in Naskd characters, and seems to have originally ocon-
sisted of four lines of which only the second and fourth and also the small endings of
the first and third exist. The epigraph runs as follows:—

_ PLALE XXI (c)
UM oy o ke sy L L L L L (1)
G dns p w2 alaS el O[] L L L, (f)

TRANSLATION
‘1 ...... during the reign of Bultin ‘Alii-Dunya-wa-Din Sbih Sikandar-i-Thani.
- ML) the ruler of Gujrat, opened at the mosque of Ulugh Kban.

The event to which the epigraph refers is not clear. It however mentions ‘Alan’d-Din
Ebalji with his title Sikandar-i-Thani (Alexander the Second), Gujrat and the mosque of
Ulugh Ebiin. Now there were two Pathin nobles who are known to have borne the title
of Ulugh Ebin, one Ghiyithu'd-Din Balban before he ascended the throne?, and the other
Almds Beg, the brother of ‘Aliu'd-Din Kbalji* Almis Beg Ulugh Kbin was deputed
by ‘Aliu'd-Din Kbalji for the conquest of Gujrat in the third MR reignt (697
H.=1297-98 AD.), and it is believed that our inseription alliding to that expedition

* The p of tombs nt the dargih of § Wilival ‘ Ty
Muitrs, “’T e Berikaidn, 05, p i, hmrt:nth:-::m: S Rt e oy

* T@rikh-i-Firos SMAT by Disw'd-Din Barni, Persian tex Sxinenil *

t, Bibliotheca Indies, 1862, p. 28,
* Ibid., p. 243, Tarigh-i Firishta, Porsian text, Naval Kishor Press, Lucknon :
. Ibid., p. 250, ibid., pp. 102-3. Fis Lucknow, 1906, Part I, p. 10L
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records the erection of a mosque at Muttra by that noble. Early Muslim inscriptions in verse
sre very rare in Indis, and in this respect also the epigraph possesses an interest.

Evidemtly the inscription does not belong to the tomb on which it is at present fixed.
Outside the enclosure, however, there is an old wallmosque marked by three mihrdb
recesses? The central one of these mikrdbs is of red sandstone and bears a Qur'dmie
inscription, which is partly obliterated, but the style of the script lends it a great anti-
quity. It i= not improbable that the mosque referred to in the inscription of ‘Alan’d-
Din Kbalji is this wall-mosque, and that that inscription was originally fixed op it. The
Custodian of the dargdh related that the sacred buildings at the enclosure were damaged
lately by floodd and that certain repairs were executed to them. He added that it was
on that opcasion that the inscribed slab of ‘Alin’d-Din Kbalji was eet up at ita present
place. Hy had mo information of the original site of the inscription, nor was he aware
asto what happened to the missing portion of it.

¢ Immediately to the west of this -m-mqummhs-nﬁmwhmmmﬂm
whmmmmuum-ﬂhr-m
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SEVEN NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM BARODA STATE 1
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SEVEN NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM BARODA STATE

By G. Yazpaxt

Some time ago the Director of Archaeology of Baroda State sent me inked rubbings of seven
inseriptions with the request that I might decipher and translate them for the Epigraphical Series
of the Archaeological Department of that State. 1 however pointed out to him that if the inserip-
tions were published in the Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica they would come to the notice of a larger
number of readers, but I had no objection to their being published simuitaneously in the Epigra-
phieal Series of Baroda State. The Director of Archaeology of the latter State has kindly agreed
to my proposal, and the seven inscriptions are studied below for publication in both the journals.

INSCRIPTION No. 1 (PLATE Ia)

The earliest of these inscriptions belongs to the reign of Firoz Shah Tughlug, bearing the date
777 H., with the name of the governor Damaghini (Shamsu'd-Din).  Firishta places the appoint-
ment of Damaghini to the governorship of Gujarat a year later (778 H.) and narrates the follow-
ing events in that connection :—

“ In the year 778, the reverue of Guzerat being greatly deficient, the King was indueed
to listen to the proposal of Khwaja Shums-ood-Deen Dumghany, who offered to givae 100
clephants, 40 lacks of rupees, 400 Abyssinian slaves, and 40 Arabian liorses every year, over and
above the present payment, should he be appointed to that government. The King replied, that
if the present viceroy, the successor of Zuffur Khan, consented to give the same, he should be zon:
tinued in office ; bat this officer, not agreeing to the proposal, a new commission wis granted to
Shums-ood-Deen, who forthwith proceeded to Guzerat. Being unahle, however, to fulfil his
promise, he withheld the revenue, and rebelled ; but the people, whom he had greatly oppreassed,
conspired against him, and, with the assistance of the Ameer Judesda settled in  the provinee,
cut him off, and sent his head to Dehly. This is the only rebellion which oceurred during the
reign of Feroze. The government of Guzerat was now conferred upon Mullik Moofurry, entitled
Furhut-ool-Moolk, and new governors were appointed to all the frontier provinces.” Brigps,
I, 455-G6.

The year seventy-seven, the name of the Emperor Firoz Shih, and the title Damaghind are
all absolutely clear in the inscription and there is no doubt that the latter’'s eppointment to the
governorship of Gujarat was made by the king in 777 H. and not in 778 H. as given by Firid ta,

The inscription is carved on a tablet, measuring 20 in, by 14 in., now placed in the shrine of
Haji Pir Kirmini at Bet Dviraka, a small ialand in the vicinity of Okha Port, Iiaroda State. The
inscription however has no connection with the tomb of the saint, but it was carved, as given
in the text, on & mosque built at theinstance of Shamsu'd-Din Damagliini, during the reign of
the Emperor Firoz Shih in 777 H. The inseription consists of five lines of Persian prose,.and al-
though the letters have decayed in several places yet it can be made out with & likely amount of
certainty. 1 have deciphered the text as follows :—

TEXT
[o]ke W 3 allwe = Joad )
dliigs dgs 52 s daes
Ol 48 g yilaudi y pasl
e

II1.10-1
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TRANSLATION
By the grace of the Most Holy, the Most High God, the building of this mosque (was com-
pleted) during the reign of the exalted and vistorions emperor Firoz Shah, the Sultin, (may

God cover his sins with merey !), at the instance of Maliku gh-Sharq Shamsu'l-Mulk Wad-Din

(1) of Damaghin, on the 22nd of Rabi* I, 777 H., corresponding to Saturday, 9th August, 1376
A.D.

INSCRIPTION No. 2 (PLATE II)

The next inscription in chronological order bears the date 807 H., and according to the
information kindly furnished by the Director of Archaeology of Baroda, it is engraved on an arch-
shaped tablet, fixed into a side-wall of the entrance of the stepped well, called the Navalakhi
Vav. The well is situated in the grounds of the Lakshmi Vilag Palace, in which His Highness
the Maharaja of Gackwad resides! The record consists of nine lines of writing in Thulth
characters of a vigorous but beautiful style. The language, excepting the first two lines, which
comprise the Bismilla and the Kalima, is Persian. The artistic féatures of the script resemble
those of the uther inscriptions of Zafar Kbiin, who later assumed the regal title of Mugaffar Shah,

and it is not unlikely that it was designed by one of the calligraphists attached to his court. The
inscriptional tablet measures 3 ft. 2 in. by 1 it. 11 in.

From the historical point of view an interesting feature of the' inscription is that it mentions
the name of Zafar Klan, as the-fief-holder ( pki ) of the province of Gujarat, and does not

give his regal title Mugaffar Shih which apparently he assumed after the 1st of Rajab 807 H.
(Saturday, 3rd January, 1405 A.D.) the date of the inscription.*
I have deciphered the text as follows :—

TEXT
D) Jpey dasms S Y W) Y

des 33 5835 et 2933 93555 da Aay
A O orben d‘-"-dl F.hy Olls r.iu. | Ol
! The note sent by the Dirautnr of Archasclogy od‘?hmd.n State contains funhuinﬁumﬁmufoﬂnﬂl—-

hﬂmﬁil-#tpuooctafﬂhkhnufmm
T'ﬂm*ﬂﬂr engraved on some of

" - - - ‘0’8 mar They are Devan ri letters apparent-
Iy of an uncertain period. Thnmnﬁp&m-mmhmdhy.l.rurbu, m“ﬂhwﬂ"'_' I A v G

* In this connoction Bayley writes :—

“ When the striking of coin and supreme authoricy were ng
nobles sad officors (of Gujarat) represaated to Zalar nban, at an Buspicious time and fa
toe Government of the country of Gujarat could not be maintained without mm:‘::f;bh m::ﬂﬂ. th:‘
kingly authority. No one was capable of wielding regal pewer by himself, he was therefore indicated by
poblic opinion ns the person who ought, for the maintennn :
fold the royal umbrells over his head, and to delight the eve of those who longed for that bes
In complinnce with this requisition, in the year H.S10 (A.D, 1407}, ilizes years and seven monthe ntiful‘h .
of Bultan Muahmimad, the 1ictorious Zafar Khan rajsed the umbirells of royalty, and ¢ k to frer "“h_ﬁ“
alliuﬁtﬁhhlt-lhw.“ ffujarad, pp. B34, 2 himself

longer oxercised by the House of Delhi, the
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SEVEN NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM BARODA STATE 3

doje plais cloll a2y o OB Ab W ol gle
Oletes o poT e phael G4 S gbe 2 dsl-al

(3 4 ) g sl il 3 Uadl e JS ..uld--l--;.;_g)g ke
sl S plef 5 e 5 B ok SN ol Sles asle gl (350 S

@ Ll 5 o de 8 oy oy ¢ oA G 3

TRANSLATION

In the name of God the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate.

There is no god but God and Mulammad is the apostle of God.

After offering praise to God Almighty and invoking blessings on-His apostle (it may be stated)
that during the administration of the greatest Kbin, the majestic ruler, Ulugl-i-Qutiungl: (the
great prince), the auspicious (chief) of exaltéd rank (may his position remain high !), Zafar Ebiiu,
the son of Wajihu'l-Mulk, the fief-holder {or Governor) of the Territory of Gujarat, by the graci-
ous help of the Malik of Maliks of the East, Malik Adam, son of Sulaiman, the fief-holder of
Baroda® (may God Almighty preserve his-life!) Nagiro’d-Daula Wad-Din Nhatti Takhur
(May his high rank remain for ever !) designed and completed the building of this we!l by the
grace of God Almighty. This was (done) on the first of the revered month of Rajab in 807 H.,
corresponding to Saturday, 3rd Jannary, 1405 A.D.

INSCRIPTION No. 3 (PLATE 13)

The third inseription is dated 945 H. (1541 A.D.) and mentions the name of Nasiru'd-Din Mah-
miid Shah the third monarch of this title in the list of Gujarat kings. The inscription also records
the genealogy of Gujarat kings and refers to the building of a holy shrine (mosque) by Mughith
Kban, son of ‘Abdu'r-Rahmin in 48 H. (1542 A.D.). According to the Director of Archaco-
logy, Baroda State, “ the inscriptional tablet was found in the Gumada mosque at Pitan,* North
Gujarat, and it is described in the Architectural Antiquities of Northern Gujarat, by Burgess and
Cousens (A.8.W.L, Vol. IX, pp. b3 £)."

The record begins with a quotation from th
in India as well as other Islamic countries.t

e Qur'dn which is often found inscribed in mosques
The language is Arabic and the seript Thulth of

as one of King Abmad Shih's men in putting down the dislurbanees

% The nanie of Adam is mentioned
ng the thrown in 1410 AD. Gujarat by E. C. Bayley, p. 88.

which took place at the time of his nscendi

& Persinnised form of Baroda.
' Burgess and Cousens have given the following reason for the name Gumada to the Masjid :—
% In the sandstone of which the walls are built are hard or Sinty nodules, about two inches in diameter
v have boen left by the musons s small protuberancos--

il when these ocourred on the surface of a stone the
rather than spoil their tools in dressing them down, Thess from their supposed resemblance to bois or ulesrs
{gumagup) have given the name ™ Gumads * to the masjid. People aficted with boils coms and Anoint thess

stone * boils " with gwp (molasses) in pxpectation that by this charm their sores will be cared,”  Adrchidectural
Antigwities of Northern Gujarat by J. Bargess rod H. Cousens (A8 W,
& Chapter IX verse 18.

I, Vol IX, p. fd.
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an artistio style. The inscription comprises four lines which are carved on a tablet measuring
Sf. by 1 ft. T have deciphered the text as follows:—

TEXT

2 skl Al Y| redl 3 Gl pT e ol J.fl_-,...i'..;lk_,pl-.\’ al Jb (1)
G o 1P O Ayl ek &1 Y] e oy 505N T

AN ) L o y T ,20) prel (o) ReY Gl wsihos] o Zasi ) Gnkd] W3m o (2)
aased| &1, .., Ol o5 O e dil g8 pas B1Y) y Jutat Tty

8 23 ¢ ol AR s S geme ) il s WL el ) Bl (3l (3)
@) ds Oleld) ol il O olS dms g ls a O ol dosa o oL 3 gams ol old ilas oy

dilkle 5 48
Hom sl Olie) bl (B Ol ga W Giyatd)) L Y s (g
.R-AL'-JJ&-{;IJﬁUii—Mlgi_ﬂ-:J]uiduiljw‘Jllyﬂill

TRANSLATION

God Almighty has said : *“ But ke only shall visit the temples of God, who believeth in God
and the last day, and is constant at prayer, r;mi;ungn:tﬁﬂcldga-lalm. and feareth God alone, These
perkaps may become of the number of thase who are rightly directed”

This lofty edifice (mosque 1) is built by one who has been chosen by God to raise the banners
of His Law, and made the pole star of the firmament of the Caliphate (Islamie kingdom), the
administrator of justice and mercy : one of the examples of his justice being that the teeth of
(infidelity 7) have been removed and the system of Friday prayers established : trustful in God
the Beneficent, Nasiru'd-Dunys wad-Din Abu'l-Fath Mahmid Shah, son of Latif Shih, brother
of Bahidur Shih, son of Mugaffar hih, son of Mahmiid Shah, son of Muhammad shdh, son of
Abhmad Sbih, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Mugafiar Shih, —may God keep his kingdom
and rule for ever | —and by the efforts of the superintendent of the work, the great (Kb&n)
entitled Muzhith Kban, and known as ‘Asizu’lla, son of ‘“Abdu’r Rabman : this was in the
month of Dhu'l-gi'da 98 H., corresponding to February-March, 1542 A D,

INSCRIPTION No. 4 (PLATE Iy)

The next inscription is a bilingual record in old Gujariti Urdd and Hindi, the former written
in Nasia'li churacters and the latter in Devanigari. The inseriptional tablet is now fixed to
a gate, called Arjan Biri Darwiza at V'd-“i':?- an important town of the Kheriln Talula of
the Mehsana district of Barods Btate. '
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The surface of the tablet appsars to be considerably worn, for the estampage shows that many
of the letters have peeled away, and consequently it has been difficult to decipher the inseription
in full, I have made out some lines of the text as follows:—

TEXT
elsi (Fddasl) sl p g Ay by A b e (4)
Sl (9) oo ou W S5 (1) 2 gse O pA (1)
RTe b L iy N Y ol 7 B85 it il (%)
Ay s sy o (%) ol &2 Aflade opm ()

I-F‘T*‘.""‘ {:ﬂ;ﬂ!} ant'

TRANSLATION

Line 1—On the full-moon day of the month of Chait, in the year 1689 (Vikrama era):
Line 3—Islém Khin, the Qadi of the province ; blessed by divine grace as well as by royal
favour.
Line 3—In order to make men and women dauntless,
Line 4 —To adore Sri Siddbnsth : The poet who composed the lines is Jagjivandis.
In the month of Ramadan, 1042 H., corresponding to Friday, 15th March, 1633 A. D.

Hindi version'

(1) <a (or few!) wm fafy gewarEt
glor wnm wfe(y) uf() wiem w=mEt |
2) w(xy) ® =w ww @fafE) gf) =
wareToe | anw g3 1) ot
(3) fa[wla =ww w4 AT
[@)fs =T SAlor Ut ) wew AL |
(4) %t fawmg — — — — ®

wfgm  &to1 sSEEARE |

TRANSLITERATION
(1) Chaita (or chitta ?) mdsa tithi piiranamisi sfila (or sola) sahi (1) pari () adhika navvisi
(2) a (or i ?) sala (¥) makhina sobhi (or bi f) puri (1) kiji latfalicha yaéa o (or u) pa[rd] ji.
(3) ni[rabha]ya karana sakals naranari [boli kare éri (or kardvi) Ajmoa hiri.
(4) &+ Siddhanitha..................sa kavita kiyd Jagajivanadisa

TRANSLATION

In the month of Chait, on the fall-moon day, durng the year sixteen hundred eighty-nine.
Islamkhan, the Kaji at Sobipur (71) : through the grace of God (bis 1) fame is glorious (1).

*The Hindi text has been deciphered by Dr. A. Sharma, and the notes given below she translation have
slso been compiled by him. G. ¥X.
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In order to make men and women free from fear (distrust) he (got) built ($rf) Ajran Bari having
sent for (architects 1).
This verse was composed by Jagajivanadisa,

In (2) it is not possible to read siibe par, as in Urdu. Oue has to read either sobhi puri or sobi
puri : perhaps the name of some district. The last word upardji is not elear. Perhaps it means
‘is glorious'—but very doubtful.

In (3) the Hindi version clearly reads mirbhay karapa sakala nars ndri, I think the
Urdu version has the same. Kardvi (= got done) seems to be a better reading than Kare &ri.
Ajrana is a mistake for Arjana 1

In (4)—first half—only Sri Siddhandtha is clear. The rest I could not decipher,
even with the help of the Urdu version. It is very difficult to read darshana pasa. Tt looks
something like XA W (sarana prakdsa), but gives no meaning and is extremely
doubtful. I am also doubtful about the Urdu version reading darshana pds. There seem to be
soms additional letters besides,

The year 1689 is evidently Vikrama Samvat.

INSCRIPTION No. 5 (PLATE I1la)

The 6ifth inscription in chronological order belongs to the tomb of & Sayyid in Amreli, the
headquarters of a district in Baroda State. The tomb js situated in a graveyard which has sevaral
sepulehires, the principal heing that of Wali Shah.! The inscription does not mention the name
of the person who is buried in the tomb ; but gives only the date of his death. [t comprises two
lines of Persian verse, the script being Nasta'lig of & crude type.*

TEXT
AT W Ay el JL )
A o | & Ty i)

1299 A

TRANSLATION

(To know) the date of the building of the tomb of the great Shah (saint),
Caleulate 1089 years after the Hijra, (168788 A. D)

INSCRIPTION No. 6 (PLATE 1113),

The sixth.inscription of the series is dated 1226 H., and it mentions the building of & wel! at
u cost of Rs. 2,000 by Bibi ‘Ismat Bind. The inscriptional tablet, according to the report of the
Directar of Archacology, Baroda State,"“sas lying near a well, in the new colony Pratap Ganj,
1 This statement s besed on the note kindly supplied by the Director of Are
* The inscriptional tablet measures 10 in. by 5 in. hacology, Baroda State.
¥ The Direotor of Archaeslogy, Baroda State, has kindly sent me the followi hata the
f this inseription :—— wing rogarding provensnce
b This J-EI-H"H]'FI.IIII'I is engraved on o stone slab which is engaged in the platform "
tomb. This tomb stands near the Police lines on the Piidri Road near R ""Thl mmdm Bhih

mdnﬁgh:hnbunhwghtﬁmmmqmwhhhmmumm Arim bin Za whoss name ia
mentioned in the inscription,™ i ors




Plate 1

Inseription of Zafar Khan from a well in Lakshmi Vilas Palace. Baroaa.

>, 4 A4,
A o 1LLV21 | 24
” . u'bl‘:‘} ol B

e TP

4
5

A

4
e, o

Xt {




o
-

N e T

o T m- s Sl
1 2 x

e L T ..M..-&.akpf,d#.

TN

Y

EE. 9Juag

- .,h..w.k........_. LY
4 ._..w....._“.._-._....__....u,..__J\...l /5% - .“...\..

iy J _-.‘.HJ ‘\J“l.h.._..l.o\\\..ﬁ_l\\“.fmhkxtu ;
J b

. g ¥ paiv foaury
WYY YA O qmon oy oy ol ()

T Hpodey ._._..u__.—._nﬂ-._”..r_ Y jo
FLTRSATT | ua...w:_n;_.:...u Ot o) paadosadd wou 510

Plate Il

wpouwg i) dwiwa g ui o womoay vondussig (g)



A RARE UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTION OF ILAYS SHAH OF BENGAL n

—_— e —— ————

Enthfﬁibyufﬂnndr.,mﬂhunnwhmmmwdm&ummwrufﬁmhmhgy'nnﬁu." The
mm:;sﬁmhwvdmmmbshnpedﬂh!at,mmmhglft,ﬂin.hyln.ﬂin.an&mmpﬁm
five lines of Persian prose. The script is Nasta'lig of an ordinary type. The text has been read

as follows :—

TEXT
A
Aty O5s14s U
Ol iz d] Jles 514
Ao 33 3 3l die 3 ale gl
Gt (o S gt 9 S )
agay ol 33 et 35 W il

TRANSLATION
In the name of the saints of the Chishtiya order. Tn the vear 1226 H. (1811 AD.) Bibi

‘;.mnt Band built this well at & cost of Rs. 2,000 for Jamalu'd-Dirt' Husain Ebin.
INSCRIPTION No. 7 (PLATE Illo).

The last (seventh) inseription of the series is an undated record consisting of one line of Arabie
writing.! The script is Naskh of a clumsy type. The inscriptional tablet is fragmentary and in
ita present condition measures 3 ft. 10 in. by 11 in.

TEXT
FoOW 4 X5 o (3) sl gil el 8 L

# & B @ Bia ® B &

TRANSLATION
This mosque was built by Abd Nage (1) son of Zaid in the year ... ..

A RARE UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTION OF ILYAS SHAH OF BENGAL
(PLATE 1Va)

By Smamsunnis AnMap, CALCUTTA
Early in 1939, 1 happened to travel through the eastern suburbs of Calcutta when my attention
was drawn by a friend who lived in that quarters to this inscription which 1 am publishing for
the first time in this paper. The tablet bearing the inscription is built in the inner masonry,

over the arch of the main entrauce to & small modern brick-built mosque in the locality known as
Banis Pukur. The presence of this old inseription in & modern mosque naturally roused w curio-
gity in me to know the previovs Listory of the epigraph. On enquiry 1 was informed by the

Muiddhdhin of tae mosque (the proclaimer), a fairly aged men, that the stone-slab was pecked

1 Ascording to my reading Abd Nugr is o better reading of the namo nflh&huilltkrwhhanum Arkm

bia
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up from a neighbouring ruined mosque, about half a century ago and fixed into the gateway of
the present mosque at the time of its erection,

The epigraph consists of two lines of writing with a plain border and is carved in relief on s
massive slab of black basalt, measuring 4 ft. 3 in. by 8in. The imscription refers to the construc-
tion of & mosque in the reign of 3hamsu'd-Din Tlyds Shah. the first recognised independent king of
Bengal' for the reputed saint ‘Alau'd-Din ‘Alav’l-Haq.  The date given in the inseription is 2nd
of Sha'ban in the year 743 H. (318t December, 1342 A.D.). A new feature of this epigraph to be
noticed in the text is that it does not begin with the initiative verse Bismi'llah with which all
Islamic texts generally begin. The mosque referred to in: the epigraph does not exist now for a
great deal of house-building activity has taken place in this area recently.

Feom the historical point of view, the inscription is a valuable recond for it is the only writing
on stone that has ever been discovered of this monarch. Further it throws some light on the
territorial limit of Ilyis Shah's kingdom, during the early part of his rule when he was continuonsly
at war with ‘Alau'd-Din ‘Ali Shah.

Iiyas Shah appears, on numismatic evidence, to have assumed the sovereignty of Western
Bengal in 740 H.* but could not establish absolute authority over this part of the province for
several years, He had to contend with ‘Alau'd-Din ‘Al Bhah, his foster brother who also aimed
simultaneously at securing the crown of Bengal for himself, Thomas observes in this connection :
" Medallic testimony would seem to indicate s long waging of hostile interest between the real
‘All Bhah and Haji Ilyis before the latter attained his final local triumph "%, Now it remains
to be decided which part of Western Bengal formed the houndary of the two contending rivals.
The historians of this period are silent on this point. From bistorical works compiled in compara-
tively recent timest it appears that Haji llyds arrived first in the southern part of West Bengal
which was then included in the government of Satgaon and on the death of its Imperial governor
‘Iz20’d-Din Yahya X'zamu'l-Mulk in 740 H. he arrogated to himself the royal authority and
assumed the title of 5} amsu’d-Din Abu'l Muzaffar Ilyds Shah. The above view i3 confirmed to
& great extent by the discovery of the present inscription in a place which lies within about thirty
miles from Satgion. ‘Alin’d-Din ‘Alj Sbih on the other kand, occupied the northern half of
West Bengal and became king after he had killed Qadr Kbéan, Tmperial Governor of Lakhnauti.
He had originally entered into the servics of Qadr Kbin and by his favour gradually rose to the
position of Bagdskigari (the Controller of the army).

}J.A8.B., 1874, p. &5,

 Ohronicles of the Pathan Kings of Dalhi, p. 267; [.M.0O, Supplement, No, 22; Shillong Supplement Cat,
No. :J:;."

* Blochmann, Geography and History of Bengal, J.LAS.B. for L673-43 ; Thomas, Chronieles of Pathan Kings
- Dﬁ;m J.A.5.B., 1878, p. 781,
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That the ssint ‘Aliu’l Haq had arrived, in the course of his wanderings, at a place in the vicinity
of Caleutta and resided there for some time is borne out by the text of this inscription. In his
later lifs he settled at Pandus, the then capital of West Bengal and spent money profusely on
charitable sots. Ttis stated that his lavish gifts to the poor and wayfarers were responsible
for bis temporary expulsion from the capital to Sondrgion where he stayed for two years. Ac-
cording to Ma'ariju'l-Wildyat, he died on the 1st Rajab, 800 H. (20th March, 1398 AD).

‘Aliw’]l Haq has been styled in the text as a Shaikh (ps2) which means a venerable old man,
s prelate, eto. This indicates that he was of mature age snd enjoyed considerable populsrity for
piety. In view of this consideration the saint seems to have lived a long life and died at a very
ripe age.

Ghulim Husain is partially justified to state that ‘Aliu’l Haq was contemporary of Bikandar
Shih of Bengal* He was contemporary of Ilyis Shih as well, i.e., of both father and son.
The titles prefixed to the name of Ilyds Shah in this record correspond to those that are found on
his coins.

Thnhnﬁpﬁnninmofthaﬁnﬂtapmimmofthaﬂmgd school of Tughra writing. The
letters with cireular forms are beautifully intertwined while those with elongated heads have
been slegently arranged in the form of 8 line of spears. The language of the inscription is Arabie.

Hrmdinguftbnmtisufoﬂaws:-—

TEXT
P |l RS T P el bl (9) Jo) o S - el SUl. el oed andl (1)
WAl ot gallall () G Olade & Kl gl Gyl Qe a4 th
Ola¥l Jal ol gas ) Ailiag 5 goaied]

il

) oS il gl QLY el Ji ake &l s Olal] o2 AUl il il (2)

v e (1) Wl g ymlly dllas]
P |

Liloaie 3

23 J @slgdl a3 Ol g Bl yaktadi @ Ul
gapnl ool Ta Olas P S dlgE sals pdl 3 gelede

TRANSLATION

All praises is due to the Beng (Allih) Who has exalted the foundations of mosques, and all
thanks to Him Who is most worthy of all excellences, and Who has bestowed the opportunity of
erecting this holy mosque, in the reign of the king of the time whose kingdom is akin to that of
helter) of Allih over the universe, Shamsu'd-Dunyi Wad-Din, assisted by

Sulaiman, the shadow (s
the grace of the Merciful (Alldh), the defender of the faithfal Abu'l Mugzaffar Ilyds Shih the

king, may Allih perpetuate his kingdom up to vhe cessation of the ages, to i:.ha bensvolent and
revered saint (Shaigh) whose actions of virtue are attractive and sublime inspiced by Allih,
may He illuminate his heart with the light of divine perception lnd_fut]a. he is the guide to the
religion of the Glorious, ‘Xlan'l Hag Wad-Din (‘Alsu'd-Din) may his piety last long, on the nd

of Sha'ban in the year seven hundred and forty-three, 743 H. (31st December, 1342 A.D.).

s A, Balam, Higs, p. 108,
Mi.in.
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INSCRIPTIONS OF RAICHUR IN THE HYDERABAD MUSEUM

By K. M. Anman, HYpERABAD

It was brought to the notice of Mr. Ghulam Yazdani, 0.B.E., that ten ‘Adil Shahi inseriptional
tablets that belonged to Raichur were lying uncared for at a place, detached from their original
positions. As the scheme for the opening of the Hyderabad Musenm had just been sanctioned,
he arranged for their removal to the Museum. Subsequently, some more tablets that were not in
#itu were removed from Gulbarga to the Museum. From Gulbarga was also brought another ‘Adil
Shahi inscription that originally belonged to Raichur. Hyderabad Museum now possesses eleven
“Adil Shihi inscriptions from Raichur which are displayed in the gallery of Muslim inseriptions.

Two of these inscriptions (Nos. VII1 and X of this article) have been published by Mr. E.
Rehatsek in the Indian Antiguary, so far back as 1882, but without facsimiles, Due to the intri-
cate style of writing he could not decipher the text of inscription X fully and correetly.
Bubsequently Maulavi Bashiruddin Ahmad has published the readings of the inseriptions dealt
with in this article, in hisbook, Wagi'at-i Mamlukat-i Bijapur, which are to be improved and
eorrected at several places. As these inseriptions have not been published as yet in a form that
may be considered to be final, I have ventured to discnss them in this article,

There are stili several Muslim inscriptions in situ at Raichur. Copies of thirty-four of them
were seoured by the Department in 1339 Fagli, and subsequently five more were copied in
1343 F. The estampages of all these inscriptions are being studicd and a separate article upon
them will be submitted in due course.

The inscriptions dealt with in this article belong to the reigns of * Adil Shahi kings and
nearly cover the entire period of their rule. The earliest inscription is dated 912 H. (1506 A.D.)
and falls within the reign of Yisuf ‘Adil 8hab, the founder of the dynasty. The next two
belong to the reign of Isma'il ‘Adil Shih and are dated 916 Shuhdir Sann (9121515 A.D.). The
fifth inseription is of Malld. The fourth king of the dynasty, Tbrihim I, is not represented in
these records. But his successor ‘Ali ‘Adil Shih is represented by an inscription, dated 973 H.
(1566 A.D.). There are three inseriptions relating to the reign of Ibrihim II, while Muhammad
*Adil Shih and ‘Ali 1T are represented by one insoription each, The last king Sikandar finds no
place in these records, but the latest inscription of this series is dated 1081 H. and is only 18 years
earlier than the date of the extinction of the dynasty, and the annexation of Bijapur ﬁug&om by
Aurangazeb.

The first i:nmpﬁnn records an endowment made in favour
second commemoratés the construction of a well, wlil
mosque. The remaining eight inscriptions record the building of five bastions in the Raichur Fork.
They cover s period of 185 years, i.e., from 916 to 108] H., and give the names not only of the
vuling princes, but aleo of the local officers who supervised the work, and ase important as preserv-
ing the history of the military architecture of the place,

Inscriptions III and IV present s very interesting problem to the histosian
cribe Mabmid Shih Baihmani as the ruling monareh, and refer to Ismi'il as h:hg&:]:‘
the sitles of the latier being *‘Adil 1Thin and Majlisi-Rafy which were conferred upon his m;,“f:l
by Mubammad IIL. These inscfiptions are dated in the Shuha '

f ] has. 3 mﬁ-
Kbin son of ‘Adil Kbdn Sawd T Thus they show that “Adil &ihnbe?;d.:?o?dm:m:::ﬂ titles
S0 041 1. Firkdbta has given a much earlier date (i.c., 895 H.-1489 AD)) for the declaration of
h&lpmdumtﬂﬂ'_mﬁm'bf!ﬂrﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁ'hj the ‘Adit Shahs. It is to be-noted that Firishta was
a pourt historian of the *Adil Shihs and his statements in this matter should be taken with certain

of a dargah or & mosque, and the
the third refers to the erection of a
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reservations. However, this contradiction has to be explained. Muhammad ITI's court had
hecome & hot bed of intrignes which were made public by the execution of the saintly and scholarly
mninister Mahmid Gawin in 887 H. (1482 A.D.) and the nobles and tarafdars (zovernors) had to
look #o their own safety. The dissatisfaction created by the execution of Mahmid Gawin and
subsequently the ever-increasing control of the Baridi ministers upon the kings, exhausted the
patience of the (arafddrs who resorted to measures of self-defence. This defiance might have
become more pronounced in or about 895 H. But there is nothing concrete to prove that royal
titles were assumed by Yiisuf in that year or immediately afterit. The dates for the declaration
of complets indepenience may differ in the case of each tarafdir. Mr. Ghulam Yazdani, 0.B.E,
has thrown a flood of light on the date of the assnmption of royal titles by the Quth Bhihs.'
The transitional period during which the soverciguty passed from the Baihmauis to  the
'1dil Shiths seems to have been very long. The efforts of the farafdirs for self-determination
and independent actions were prompted not =o much by dissatisfaction towards the Baihmani
dynasty, for which the governors entertained sentiments of loyalty and affection, but because
loyalty to the king became no more than cubservience to an ambitious minister. As & result
the governors in their relations with each other and in their foreign policy acted independently.
They invaded other territories and defended theic own without seeking the approval of the
central government. Sometimes they took felds with the central power, while at others they
flouted its orders and even resisted its attacks. Jsm&’Tl had‘onee gone to the extent of invading
o terfio ot 1 e Baridia who in the name of Mahmid Shib Baihmani called the other faraf-
drs to arms. But the allied forces could not stand the attack and retreated leaving Mahmid
Shh in the hands of the invader. At this occasion Ismi'Tl displayed highest sentimenta of loyalty
and chivalry. He treated Mabmid Shih with great honour and sent him back to Bidar with a
royal escort. The proof of this spirit of loyalty to the Baihmanis is corroborated by the fact that
the names of the first three ‘Adil Shahs are never accompanied with royal titles in their inserip-
tions. It appears that the fourth king [brihim assumed the title Shah ' either ahout the end of
943 H. (1536 A.D.) or in the early part of 944 H. (1537 A.D.). An imriptim_:' qu Ibrahim, dated
943 H. styles him as Majlis-i-Rafi’ and +Adil Khn, while in another inscription dated 944 H.,
the name of Tbrahim is accompanied with the title Shah.*

The above statements are also supported by numismatic evidence. Coins of the first
four ‘Adil Shahi kings have not besn discovered as yet, it is only from _tha1tama of the fifth
king ‘Al I, that we get ‘Adil Shahi coins. Among Muslim kings the recitation of the name of
the ruler in the £hutba snd the striking of coins mentioning his name were considered to
he the necessarv prerogatives of royalty.

The use of the title * Sawd’i’ with the name of Mallii in inseription V is another interest-

: : ; Firishta* gives two explanations for ir..‘ According to the
first,  Sawd’i * is a Hindi word meaning one and one-fourth, idiomatically implying—better or best.
The other explanation implies that Yiisul was called Sawa'i because of hu_ previous cunnacum
with the Persian city of Siws, and that Séwi gradually became corrupted into Sawi'i. Firishta
considers the latter statement to be more reliable. . ke,

In this connection it may be mentioned that people belonging _to Bawa mlﬂﬂeq ,Hﬂ\lljl:
and not 8&wi, for instance, the well-known Salman of Siwa is invariably called ‘Sawaji’. Agen
the style in whioh the word Sawd'? huhmundfihhﬂlﬂﬂﬂln’lnlﬂmhﬂ ingcription.

Hyderabad, for 1918, PP- B0,
of India : Toscriotion No. 3251, Plale L

1 See Journal of the Archasological Sociely
* See Memoir No. 49 of the Archaeological Survel
3 [tid. Tnsecription No. 439, Plate Y.

<o Firighte, Vol, TL it 2, Bombiay lithograph.
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TEXT

Slge OB U3l o O b b |,

TRANSLATION

Sawd'l Malld Ebin son of ‘Adil Ebin Sawa'i

shows that the word Sswd'i has been used as an honorifie title with the names of Malld and
his father. None of them had any connection with Sawa. It is also evident that the short
stay of Yiisuf at Siwa could not have been a matter of family honour, particularly as the ‘Adil
Shihs claimed descent from the Turkish Bultins. The word seems to he only & honorifie title
implying the superioity of Mallii Kban and ‘Adil Kbn over other nobles of the Baihmans.

These inscriptions are also of great interest from the calligraphic point of view. By the begin-
ning of the ‘Adil 8hahi period Naskh script had been practically replaced by Thulth, but the latter
had not attained a developed standard such as might attract the eyes at first sight. Consequently
we find that the inscriptions of the first three kings show & comparatively poor style. The ins-
criptions belonging to ‘Al I, and the period immediately following his reign show a
definite trend towards improvement. Ibrihim 11 and Mubammad will always be remembered
in history for the patronage of arts and crafts and it is during this period that calligraphy had
also attained a very high: standard in the Deccan. The best specimen 6f calligraphy in this
series is inscription X, which was designed just two years after the accession of Muhammad
to the throne. Fortunately it preserves the name of the scribe, Bayyid Husain bin Fadlu'llah.
The last inscription, though & small one, is also a good specimen of art. The name of another
scribe, though of a lower standard, Haji Husain bin Yisuf of Yazd has also been preserved in
imscriptions II, TII and IV, However, there is only one inscription, IX, which represents the
Nasta'lig script. This style of writing was made popular in the Deccan by the Mughals, But
before their advent, sporadic instances in that style are not uncommon in Bijipur and Golconda
territories.

In Muslim epigraphy the zero is generally represented by a dot and figure of five is written
like an English zero. But on Baihmani coins zero is written like the English zero. The same

system has been followed in representing zero in the dates 1039 H., and 1081 H., in inscriptions X
and XI respectively,

 Two of these inscriptions, Nos, IIT and IV are dated in Shubiir Sann 916 (1521
A.D.). The Muslims generally calculated the year sccording to the lunar system in religious
matters. But solar years have often been resorted to in order to facilitate collection of taxes, In
the Deccan, solar year was introduced by Muslim rulers somewhere in 743 H. or immedistely
after it, during the time of Muhammad bin-Tughlug.! From that time the Hijri era gained
11 days every year over the Shuhiir era. But the Christian erg which was at the time 599 years
in advance of the Shubir Sann thoughout maintained that difference, The caslises 3oLl
inscription in the Deccan besring this era, so far known, is that of Hasan Baihmani published
by Sir W. Haig, in the Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica for 1907-8, page 1. But the words
iin 3 3p2 33 have been translated by him as * in the year H’, whila they actually mean * in the
Shuhiir Sann’. This inscription which was not in situ at Gulbarga has now been removed to
the Muslim Epigraphical Gallery of the Hyderabad Museum_

! Hee An Indisn Ephenviria by Dewan Bahndur Pilini, Vo, I, Part 1, p. 55,
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The buildings of Raichur have been described in the Annual Report of the Archaeologicsl
Department of H.E.H. the Nizam's Dominions for the year 1339 F. (1929-30- A.D.). For the
history of Raichur T would draw the attention of all interested in the subject to the late Sir
Haig's scholarly article, * Raichur—a Bone of Contention » published in the Landmarks of the
Deccan (Pioner Press), pp. 105-33.

1—INSCRIPTION RECORDING AN ENDOWMENT (PLATE 1Vh)
(Hyderabad Museum)

This record is embossed on a granite tablet of pinkish colour in Naskh script. [t meaurss
| ft. 6 inches in length and 1 ft. 2 inches in width. According to Maulavi Bashiruddin Ahmad?,
this inseription originally belonged to & Dargah, which is situated close to the Head Post Office.
A small mosque once existed near the Dargih. The shops mentioned in the inscription might
have heen endowed either for the Dargiih, or for the Mosqu=. But at present no trace of the
shops is to be found. The record is in Arabic prose and consists of four lines. My reading of
the inscripwion is as follows :—

TEXT
] dlsais ggf' £ <l (1)
S el ey O L (2
slad g E1-_” s okl (3)
Bygy de AV an e (4)

TRANSLATION
H12'H.
{1) I have endowed the adjoining shops
(2) On the condition that their income is to be spent
(3) On repairs, light and water.
(4) 10th Rabi' 11 912 H.

I1—INSCRIPTION RECORDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A WELL (PLATE Va)

This inscription which is said to have belonged to Shakar Baolf, a well close to the Kali Masjid,
is carved in embossed letters on & granite tablet of pink colour, measuring 4 ft. 10 in. in length
and 2 ft. 5 inches in height. The text consists of Persian verse and prose written in fourteen panels,
twelve of them are arranged horizontally in four rows; and the remaining two are arranged
vertically, containing one line each. The script is Thulth of an ordipary type. The inseription
records the construction of the well and its adjuncts by Niire'd-Din Karim, a disciple of Ni'matu’
lla Shih Wali. 1 could not find any definite reference to the disciple in contemporary history.
The name of Hiji Hosain, son of Yiisuf of Yazd also could not be traced in history. But inscrip

tions TII and IV were also written by him.
TEXT
Sl | ".;'E'J-r] Wl Ale - (1)

il 1K 3 s A5 3l s (2)

! Son Wage''at Mamlubat Bijapur, Vol. 171, p, 323.
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WU Gl pe A5 Al (3)

bl (sl e AT Gy (g

oyl e oKLy (5)

vh ok Gy S W ()

b i , o U o gay (N

bl 34 dalsd as |3, U a5 (8)

Wam 2l snr s S ()
B L L i S S (10)
(9 Al el L e 0 5T 5 ke 5 A s WK Gl S 5L (11 &12)
Vertical panel (right),
OB @) AUl ki) Ot jie Ol e o
Vertical panel (left).
A Ao ol ey ) ghes ala adS

TRANSLATION

(1—2) The fountain of the water of life is here,

(3—4) If ye desire to be eternal,

Attain that for eternal life is here.
(5—6) The engraver has inseribed upon stone

That the world will not befriend you, mt you should be merry,
{7—8) I have inscribed this upon hard stone,

Because I do not know what will happen to me tomorrow.

(9—10) Jf a friend reads this some day
He will understand what I have said.

{L0—11) This place has been built by the well-wisher
of the rich and the poor, Niru'd-Din Karim, disciple of Shah Ni‘matu'lla WalL .
Vertical panel on the right.
I am Sarmast Kbdn. On tenth of Sha'binu'l-Mu‘azzam,
may God spread its bounties.
Vertical panel on the left,
this has been inscribed by Haji Yiisuf of Yazd in 914 H.

III—INBCRIPTION RECORDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MOSQUE (PLATE Vi)
{Hyderabad Museum No. 2641)

This inseription is engraved on & gravite tablet of pink colour, measuring 4 ft. 8 inches
in lemgth, and 2 ft. 3 inches in height. Thupipnphmmdn'thnmm&m-nh_. mosque during



Plate V

(a) Inscription from Shakar Baoli, Raichur. The tablet is now preserved in the Hyderabad Museum.

Scale “ll

(b) Inseription of !ilihn iid 8hah Baihmani, Hyderabad Museun
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the reign of Isma‘fl ‘Adil Shih. But as the Baihmani dynasty had mot become extinet the
name of Mahmid Shih Baihmaul Bas also been mentioned. The record is in Arabic prose and
consists of four lines. It belongs to the transitional period in which the empire was gradually
being dissolved. The sovereignty was transferred from the king to his governors, who were
daily growing in strength and were assuming the royal powers though not the titles, while the
king had to remain contented with mere titles. The titles used in this inscription with the name
of Mahmiid Shith are partly those used in the next inscription. The title Shamsu'd-Dunya wad-
Din which has been wrongly used with Mahmiid Shih’s name in the next inscription does not
oceur in this. The title Majlis-i-Rafi* uséd for Iama'il and ‘Adil Kbdn was conferred upon his
faither by Muhammad IIL.* T could not find any reference in contemporary history to
Nizimu'd-Din, Shaikh Burhinu'd-Din of Kirmin and Amir Ramadan son of Husain son of
Ibrihfm. The scribe of this inseription and that of Nos. II and 1V is the same person.

TEXT
iy 2| ] M eliy aiy A faa) Bl o 136 W @ L) Bly S &l dv (1)
4 e Syl pdaet) Ol B A F

-

atnly ailys &l 4 Wl QBdSle O Dol ai ) e a5

Okl “-'"'J'UJ 5 alllsle 9 aSle W A "u.y-” ‘L“-A.u.m‘:rjgu N Ul-lji (L?}

ot @l 4yl qﬂ‘.:ﬂ' Al OB At e ) plai Al S G LgSes  (3)
o e o Obaay Y] Al 5l e g Ailap

;-{‘_,ih‘-h 1;:_*.3.,;;.!1. Dlenad 8 e o Ao g 3= o Al el ._;,L._JI. walAl o (4)
sl y g ale Us 5338 im gt Gt (e (SN D) 2 ais g AVl IV [ sad ] Aendi g

TRANSLATION

(1) God the exalted hassaid, * Verily the mosques are for (iad, therefore invoke not any one
with God * (Qur'an, Ch. LXXITI, verse 18).

This glorious mosque was constructed during the period of the Khilafat of Bultina'l-
‘Azam, al-Mutawakkil'ala'llaha'l-Ghani. ,

(2) Mabmiid Shih bin Mubammad Shih al-Baihmani, may God ]:cr|?|a_tuntu his kingdutu and
sovereignty ; and during the premiership of Klan al-Akram, Majlis ar-RafT', * Adil Kliu
bin ‘Adil Kban (sic) al-Gbazi. May God perpetuate his rule and bounty !

/3) And during the administration of Malik al-Mukarram S_hal.k_h Ni;lmu'd:nﬁl Abmai bin

Shaikh Burline'd-Din al-Kirmauw, way God perpetuate his piety wad guidance |

(4) And the person who succeeded in constructing the mosgue _il nlvﬁmir--hmuq!in bin
Husain bin Tbribim (Shustari), may God perpetuate his righteoushess, During sthe
Shukiir vear 916 (821°H 1515 ADY. . ARer the migration of the Prophet.  Praise be to

1 Sum Basdiin, page % Hyderabal lichograph,
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God, (Who is the First and the Last). This has been inseribed by one who trusts in
God the self-sufficient, Husain bin Yisuf of Yasd, Msy God pardon him and his parents !
IV—-INBCRIPTION FROM FATH BURJ (PLATE Vla)

This inscription is engraved on a tablet of black basalt. The upper part of the tablet is
shaped like & triaugle ozd it has on pasel, while the lower portion which is rectangulaz in design
bas been divided horizontally into four equal panels, each containing & line. The tablet measures
Eit.l!innhuinhightmdﬂft.ﬂimhuinwidth, The title of the text of the inscription

Bhamsu'd-Dunyi wad-Din used with the name of Mabmiid Shib in this instription is obviously
s mistake.! The title was used by his father? The language is Arabic and the text of the
inscription has been deciphered by me as follows :—

TEXT
@l Js e -J_,..,a.:.-...:ﬂ Y 4..'II Y (1)
o T g i) ) a it ()
et S S ) Wl s racYl Ol G = (3)
Wi Obulsll o Ol Jsle A e 0 SN O 50 (4)
I At b QU deal ) G (i A Al Ly ()

Lleasd
$3M gl ) e aii”
TRANBLATION

(1) Shi‘ite oreed.

(2) This lofty building, styled Burj al-Fath (Bastion of victory), has been constructed
duriag

(5) the period of the £dildfat of Sultin-al-* Azam (the great king), Shamsu’d-Dunys wad-Dix,
Mahmid Bhih al-Baihmani,
: &iﬁfl‘“d the premiership of Kbiu al-Akram, Majlis.ar. Rafy ‘Adil Eban bin al- Adil Ebén
- BEL,

(5) and during the office of Mulika'l- Mukarram N

igAmu'd-Din  Abmad al-Kirmini in the
@hwlhir year 016. This has been inscribed by Husain

sou of Yisuf of Yazd,
V—INSBCRIPTION OF MALLY (PLATE Vis)

(Hyderabad Museum No. 2646)

Thi. inseription is reported to have originally bﬂwgudtonuaofthbuﬁmu{ the Raichur
Vork. Itmﬁnuﬂnnmdththi:d‘ldﬂﬂm

king who ruled for the short period of six
The titles of Mabmod

“ﬁ_hmmhmmumm idu's-Skdit, Bidar
are ss fullows —

YE sems i HE eme il WIS o 8 0 1 o i

925-38, pp. 18-18.) H#
ln—mq-ﬁthﬁlﬂhlmﬂﬁuhﬁtn,nﬂq Flate VIIT, No. 34



(s} Toscription of Mahmid Shih Batheani, Hyderabad Muscum
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months in the year 941 H. and was subsequently deposed and blinded. After his demise he was
buried at Gogi. The language of the record is Arabic and although it bears no date yet on the
basis of historical evidence, it may be assigned to 941 H. The record is engraved ou &
granite tablet of pink colour measuring 4 ft. 2 inches in length and 1 ft. 6 inches in width. The
iuscription bears the name of Mallfi and his father Tsma'll, both the names are accompauied with
the title Sawd'l. The significance of this title haa been discussed in the introductiou to this article.
It may be noted that the name of Malld is not accompaaied by the titles, Majils-i-Rafi’ and «Adil
Kban. These titles were covferred upou Yiisuf aad are to be found ii: Isma‘ll's iuscriptions. After
Mall they were used with the name of Ibrihim I during the early years of his reign. My reading
of the inscription is as follows :—

TEXT
Ol &y B (1)

#ﬂ_’- ol d.’lh‘- l.-'! hﬂ.-JL J‘J- {2]

TRANSLATION

(1) Al-Wathiq bi'l Malik-i-Mannin
{2) Sawi’i Malli Ebiin bin ‘ Adil Ebin Sawd'l.

VI—INSCRIPTION FROM THE SHAH BURJ (PLATE Vlla)

(Hyderabad Museum No. 2638)

This inscription is carved ou @ tablet of black basalt, measuring 5 ft. 8 inches in length
and 2 ft. 6 inches in breadth. The script js Thulth of an ordinary type but the letters are
carved in relief. The raised portion of the tablet has been given a high polish. The inscription
consiste of four lines, the first being 8 quotation from the Holy Qur'dn, while each of the
remaining lines contains a couplet. In the middle of the ta.let is a small panel which contains
the Hijri date 973 in fignres. At some time the tablet was broken into five pieces, one piece
containing portions of the first and the second lines is missing, but the text can be made out.
The remainiag four pizces have now been cemerted together aad the gap caused hy the abssnos
of the fifth piece has been filled up with cement. This inscription belongs to the reign of
*Ali * Adil 8hah, who has been deseribed in it as the Lord of the World Olpals

1khlss Kliin * was an Abyssinian noble who had risen to power during the reiga of ‘Ali I and
after his death was in charge of Bijipur affairs during the early part of Ibrihim II; hot was
soon blinded and imprisoned at Maurtadi- Abad (Miraj). But later on he was allowed to return
to Bijapur where he died in 1006 H. My reading of the inscription is as follows :—

TEXT
G0 Er';ﬁumtwﬁ;@m&wm vim )l el @) et (1)
(loims Ty a3 s insd o3 3 AU L )
Saiy e ) (She ) S5 AT Ol L ocles Oy 32 ()

Y S Raadling pls 1157,
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Mool ok o ga e Gl S 38 (g
SH e O o ol e L el s (4)

TRANSLATION

(1) Text from Qur'dn, Chapter XL, 1.
(3) During the reign of the king of the world, who has excelled the people of his time.
(3) The foundation of Shih Burj was laid by the eminent Ighlay Kbin through his

genarosity.
41 lnqm.ru:l about the chronogram, Wisdom said, ** It was one year after the victory over
thin.&dnh." Inthmidﬂluofthnublntthaﬂijrim:mai:giwninﬁgm.

VII-INSCRIPTION OF ‘ALl BURJ (PLATE VII b)

Thiinlmipﬁuniumnudanlhhlutofhhnk basalt, measuring & ft. 2 inches in length,
and 3 ft. 6 inches in height. The tablet is divided into 12 panels, arranged horizontally from
right to left ivto four rows. The first two Panels contain & quotation from the Qur'dn, while the

remsining panels contain five Persian couplets, The script is Thulih of an ordinary type. The
llhmnlrmiinnlinflndthunhadpurﬁonnfthn tablet has good polish. The following

dale o gl Wls 44y (3)

B 2p OT 35 2 Sl (4)

e L PR (5)

ET U o 55" uls (g
e ey Ol > (7)
il ol e (Ul g oToled (g
O oWl sy 557 cqs, (9)
Hda o O s Ly, ; (10)
Gl sl A5 a8 (11)
e LU JEApy (12)

’ mmmnt&mumm ‘I'mwuwth 1685 A. D, between Vijayapagar
hhnumih-dlﬂnljnﬁmdmblmnmmm.
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TRANSLATION

(1) Inthnmmaofﬂnd,thaxjndmﬂﬂamifui.
(2) Qur'dn Chapter 4, O Muhammad, O'AlL
(3) Duhgthomignufﬁihmﬁhlm'iﬂﬂ
(4) This bastion was constructed by the wise man.
(5) The slave of the king, Kbawis Ebén : in six mouths.
(6) Completed the building, as he was judicious and experienced.
(7) As from the bottom of his heart he was a lover of the Victorious Leader (*All).
(8) He named this ‘bastion after him ‘All bin-Abi Talib.
(9) He (Ebawas Kbiin) worked hard to complete the work.
(10) Through his devotion, that sagacious persoq.
(11) If you want to read its chronogram.
(12) Enow, ** Thousand years have passed since the migration of the Prophet.

VIII—INSCRIPTION OF IBRAHIM ‘ADIL SHAH (PLATE VIl a)

(Hyderabad Museum No. 2639)

It belongs to one of the hastions of the Fort. The tablet of this inscription is of binck
basalt, and measures 4 ft. 4 inches in length and 1{t. 11 inchesin height. A good taste has becn
shown in oraamenting it with floral and architectural motifs. The ipscription consists of five
Persian couplets, each arranged in a line. The last two couplets contain some astronomical
allusions which are not quite clea=. Malik Yaqit snd Malik Raikin mentioned in this inscription
are not to be confounded with those mentioned in history during the reign of Tbrihim IT ard
Mubammad. No definite reference to these persons is to be found in contamporary history. They
must have been in charge of Raichur. Their names slso oocur in the next inseription.

The following extract from Mr. E. Rehatsek’s article about this inscription is of internst.

 This stone was formerly fixed in s niche in the inger side of the north wall of Hammam's
hastion but has lately heen removed to Gulbarga by order of the Sadar Talugdar ”.

1t is gratifymg to pote that such acts of vandalism have been prohibited since the creation
of the Archacological Department ir. 1914. The text of the inscription is given below.

TEXT
A s pais gl o 38T S -.:-:FIEJ; = (1
Sy 2 gl NS el sl paalal 353 (2)
L e s e oo (3)
culde Al JI 2aT 5 olan g3 o= b dil (4)

oy—s g bLa—= Th M e wen 3155 ST & (5)

TRANSLATION

{I}Tﬂumﬁmmmpkh&bythngmdﬂutﬂ-ﬂ]udth help of my redeemer.

- Mubammad.
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-____——_-__-___-____‘-__-_E:_
(2) During the reign of Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah the Great, the foundation of this bastion was laid
firmly.
(8) Through the encouragement of Malik Raihiin the bastion was constructed by Malik Yiqit
Ni'ib2
(4) As the bastion faces the Qibls (the holy shrine at Mecca)ina permanent manner it has
secured & high place through this felicitous position,

(5) The date is one thonsand and eighteen after the Hijrat: The constellation of the Twins
has reached the highest point of homour.

IX—INSCRIPTION OF IBRAHIM ‘ADIL SHAH RECURDING CONSTRUCTION OF
ANOTHER BASTION (PLATE VIII b)

is the only record of this article written in the Nastd'lig style. The inscription consists of ten
covplets each arranged in a line ; neither the metre nor the quality of the language is uniform
in these verses. The inscription reads as follows : —

TEXT

5 ot ) al s 22 A (1)
luﬂ. UIJ.’J £ 31313 h_.fL-. ?!J |_'“J ols JJL‘- FJ.".‘lJil s i JL"—I"": {2}

b3 ol gy dad )it O3 3 Ole i 31 i 1 i (3)
Bl gl i o, A——tled diole s 59u 53 (4)
Ol e S oW S8 g Ol 53 31w gt alasy zA &S (5)
oy Ola Fa 5 g IS i S5 A il il =5 (8)
At Olly Oy e Wl g ol 55 sl T SV I T T RS, =5 5 (7)
SFY S 23 b el £ 1 a5 (g)
R Rl ol Jl Bl 5y e gl 5 5 (g)

e T LI

ke 33 ) Qlowy 2 3Ll il e

ol i gl et = (10)

MBI-ATION

heights of grandeur, shadow of the grace of God. ® constellation of perfection, Sun of the
2) Thnupmﬁdnrofthnhtﬂa-ﬁeld.fbﬂhlm'idilﬂ ib, the ohi : o

the prince who is the protector of the world, S @ chief of high position, and

(3) The heart and soc! have been benefited by the breeze

£ th : .
and the sun and moon have been illuminated by the fash of his Of the garden of his hounty

bright intellect,

' The word n2'd means ‘deymty.’



Scale ‘125

i Another inscription of Thrakim *Adil Shah, Hyderabad Musenm.
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(4) Durivg the reign of the just king who is so emperor, God has blessed him with such
triumphs.

(5) This bastion has no match in the world and even the revouutions of the firmament
have not produced like it.

(8) Hmhlm:hnﬁmlihit,mhﬂmyuzhudofmﬁmﬁuhih _

(7) If any one asks you to describe this bastion, tell him that during the office of Malik
Raibén it was constructed.

(8) Tt is a bastion or & casket of ruby : it has been built by the eftorts of Malik Yiqit, son
-in-law of Malik Raihix.

(9) If any one asks for the chronogram of this bastion, tell him that a voice from heaven has
given this good news.

(10) Tntelleot has thus composed its chronogram ** The conatellation has reached its zenith.”

1028 H. (1619 A.D.).

X—INSCRIPTION FROM THE QADIRIYYAH BURJ (PLATE IX)

(Hyderabad Museum No. 2636)

The tablet of this insoription is of black basalt, measuring 5 ft. in length and 3 ft. 9 inches in
height. The language of the inscription is Persian with an admixture of Arabio words. The ins-
cription was published by E. Rehstsek in Indian Antiquary, Vol. XI, pages 129-131, but he could
uot decipher it fully, because of the {itricacies in the style of writing. He salso thought that the
inseription is fall of errors. The record is however oae of the best specimens of IR d'h style
of writing. The name of the scribe has been given in the inscription as S8ayyid Husain, son of
Fadlullah, He has been subjected to a very s=vers criticism by Mr. Rubatsek. But the facsimile
of the inscription reproduced with this article will show that he was one of the best calligrapbers
of * Kdil Shahi period and that he bad attained a very high standard in hisart. The letters are
carvad in relief and shine Jike a mirror. The inscription records the commancement of the cons-
truction of the bastion during the reign of Ibrihim * Adil Shah 1T and its completion during the
reign of Mubammed * Adil Shab. According to the inscription it took about eleven years for the
bastion to be completed. The names of both kings are sccompaniea by high sonnding titles.
In the case of Mubammad the chronogram of his socession * Kishwaraitdn ', conqueror of king-
doms, has been used as one of his titles.! I have deciphered the insoription as follows :—

TEXT
P P e Ja¥l oles gt e mb 33 4333l g elAll (1)
Vi Qptan
2 Jole aualyl Ol & Jada o~ Yl by il phandd] QUL hs (2)
(9 )els ik

FIF ale dpall J ol g S R g Ma 3 ddate dall Jaes (3)
ol Olem o2l L.’JLJ‘,.:S.-

‘mhmmﬂl} the chronogram of the acceasion of Muhsmmad e ﬂlli-,:_,.‘.f"the namarisal
Tatun of which gives the year 1037,



23 EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA
%‘
gl al W W 5 &) sldlol J15Y s ol doss Akl 2kl ) (4)
W dye
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By .rq A Al b oy

TRANSLATION

(1) The (building of) Qidiriyya Bastion commenced on l4th Junidi I, God the Great and
Glorious completed it during the reign of Humiyiini'l—

(2) Azam Kbiagioa'l-Muazzam, Malik-1-Rigab al-Umam, name-sake of Abraham, Sultin
Ibrabim *Adil Shah, may God make his grave fragrant

(3) and paradise his resort, in the year one thousand and twenty-seven. It was complated
during the reign of the master of his times, Ki hwarsitani (conqueror of the countries), the
fortunate king,

(4) Abu'l Muzaffar Sultin Mubammad * Xdil Shib, miy he continue to be the supporter
of the slaves of God, and defender of the cities of God. This was constracted by

(5) the favoured servant of government and the chosen ons of the court of God, ‘Abdu’l

Wahh&b, son of Raihin. May God illaminate his last abode and pardon his sins ! This has besn
inscribed by Sayyid Husain son of Fadlu'llah iu 1039 H.

XI—INSCRIPTION FROM KHUSRAU BURJ (PLATE X a)

(Hyderabad Museum  No, 2642)

The tablet of this inscription is shaped like an arch. The width 1 ft. 8 inchss and the height 2 fv.
3 inches. The inmriptim_l records the constraction of Khusrau Burj by *Aqa K} e s

olmea 42 (ale W O34 o el 5 ey (1)
i N ke (2)
U bk i ay Saayt JL Pl Ose (3)
ST a2 b 03 sty a EAY (4)
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TRANSLATION
(1) During the reign of the Defender of Faith, ‘Ali * Adil Shih of Jamihid's position,
(2) This bastion was constructed hy Xqa Ehusman, slave of the king.
(8) As T sought for its chronogram my heart immediataly snggasted ;
(4) That this iz Khusravi Burj dnd thou shouldst caloulate from my words (1081 H.)

TWO UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTIONS OF THE TIME OF SULTAN
MUHAMMAD BIN TUGHLUQ

By Q. M. Moxezs, Poosa

The two Persiau inscriptions reproduced in plates Xb and Xla and transcribed and translated
below in this article date from the time of Sultén Muhammad bin Tughluq (A.D. 1325-1351). Both
mmﬂhtﬂidmﬁnmﬂnhwhhhmaﬂpmrudintha inner face of the north and
south walls respectively of the Jami * Masjids at Bhadgaou in the Pachors taluka of East Khandesh
district and &t Naveari in the Baroda Btate. Nonme of these two records has hitherto
been published and I am grateful to Mr. R. G. Gyani, Curator of Archmologieal Section of ths
Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, for bringing them to my uotice.

Bhadgaon (20°.40’ N. and 75°14' E), to which the first inscription (Plate Xb) belongs, is at the
present day & small but ancient tqwn some eight miles south-west of Pachora railway station on
the G'LP. Railway. Itssitustion within a fork of the Girna river, which completely encircles
the town during high flood must no doubt have led to its selection by the ancients as a town site,
on account of its security and unfailing water supply. About the origin of its name, tradition avers
that in times gone by, a righi or holy man who had taken up his abode on it attracted & large
number of votaries, 8 majority of whom were Bhatas or Brahman minstrels and that it was their

which gave the place the name of Bhatgaon or Bhadgson! The local Brahmans
are followers of the Maitriyani branch of the Yajurveds, who are very rarely found elsewhere and
though they do not follow the minstrels profession, it seerus very likely that the town owes its name
to their settloment on it which must have been at least T00 to 800 years back. Unfortunately
very little of the history of this place is inable until A.D. 1600. In April of that year Akbar
the Great (A.D, 1556-1605) besieged Bahadur Ebin (4. D. 1506-1599) the last Firiiql King of Khen-
desh iw the fort of Asirgarh and a Brahman resident of Bhadgaon by name Ramji Pant found the
opportunity of distinguishing himself by rendering useful service to the emperor, who after an-
nexing the Fariqi kingdom to his empire in January A.D. 1601 raised Rimji to the position of
Deshpande of a large tract of Khandesh territory including Bhadagaon® It was after this pre-
{arment that Ramiji chose Bhadgaon as the headqaartars of his vast Jagirana enclosed it with
a strong wall and also embellished it with 8 large wada or palace in which he took up lis
residence. The wada called after his wife's nam> as Ladkubai's wada still survives in a fair state
of preservation, but the wall of the town has perished at many places and only some of its towers,
battlements and gateways now stand in & decaying condition.

The text of the inscription as transcribed below reveals thatin 728 H. or A.D. 1328, Bhad-
gaon which was'then known by the same name Was under the rule of Sultin Mubammad hin
Tughiug. - It then formed part of the neighbouring province of Berar with its =apital ot
Ellichpur. The inscription does not possess 4ny special political importance, but tho imeation

1 Basitin, page 386
% Bomboy Distriet Gazeiiser, Vol, X11— Ehandesh, p. 433.
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:
in it of the construction of a sard’i, and a mosque at this place by u» Mehtar-i-Sard's or Inn
Eeeper who was in the service of the Sultin, indicates that in the fourteenth century Bhadgaon

was a convenient halting place for the caravans passing batween the northern and southern
possessions of the imperial Tughlugs.

INSCRIPTION No. 1 (PLATE X b)

The inscription is in Persian prose and is carved on a stone mensuring 49" by 18", I
have deciphered it as below :—

TEXT
3 @il A5 St 389 el i3S 1y S S Mg g JWT 5 Al 3o (1)
S o ) et RS s DUl o] & polen g (2)
SET 3 3 305 &) e S 53 30y plai] (3)
I ot Ol Al i) (5 abe 38 asiind 3T Gl s S ) G il (4)
Dlanse

TRANSLATION

(1) When God the Most Holy and the Most High * desires to select & servant (He)
blesses him first with the disposition of being charitable. Accordingly in

(2) the auspicious reign of the exalted Sulfan Muhammad, son of Tughluq Shah, this village
Bhudgaon, was graciously

(3) granted to the slave of the threshold, Sunbul, the Inn-Keeper, who through Divine
guidance

(4) built this mosque and inn, Thursday, the first of the month of ‘I-Hajja, in the

year seven hundred and twenty-eight. N G

The date of this inscription namely st of Dhul'-Hajja 728 H. corresponds to the 30th June
A.D.1328. Of Sunbul, the Inn-Keeper, whose name oceurs in the third line of the inacription
l.!]d ‘t]m 18 avidm_tlr its author, I have not been able to trace any mention in the contemporary
m of the reign of Mubammad bin Taghlug. Whils the mosque, tha construetion of which
is lmrde& in the fourth line of the record i‘f the same in the north wall of which tha insoribad

INSCRIPTION No. 2 (PLATE XI q)
The uonml iuurip.l:iarn. which is also carved in reljef on a stone slab (28" by 1-2°), is
now ?mrred in the innerface of the south wall of the Jimi' Masjid *at Navsari (20° 56
72°56 E.) in the Baroda State. Composed in Persian verse ang dated 10th Dhu’l Hajja

llti-hhmﬂn;hnddmlﬂhldp.anhmanhaﬁr laces in Khandesh i ich thers descendants
of the old Mubammadun population, = patin - i



{a) Inseription of *Ali Adil Shah II, Plale X
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stone though now fixed into a wall of the mosque could mot have originally belonged to it,
but must have been removed to it after the fort referred to in the insoription had perished.*
My reading of this inscription is as below :—
TEXT

date  SladaT gl deme il 2 dalediy  deay (1)
S s s i3 g egie Dl pas @l oS0 (2)
O T S e ST sl (9) SV @ (3)
Jalil 33 Al O & 5 @315 L Oldis gpan ol I (4)
Jile 033k addi ol A2 £ 3o ot 3 (o 3 ais g 20 5 (5)
K ol [y i) St S i dbjl sm AU oa2 (6)

TRANSLATION

(1) Tn the reign of the holy warrior, the munificent king, Mubammad son of Tughlug
Bhih, the just.

(2) He has erected this blessed fort, he is the bright sun of religion, popular and fortunate,

(%) The great malik, [beahim, who hestows treasure of gold out of his universsl
liberality.

(4) O God! preserve this fort for so many years that their counting be not pissible on the
fingers.

(5) The Hijra year was seven hundred and thirty-nine ; when this fort became the match
of the celestial globe.

(6) The date was the tenth of the month of Dhu'l Hajjs ; this is a fact not & conundrum.

The 10th of Dhu’l Hajja 739 H. the date of the shove inscription corresponds to 19th Juns,
1340 AD. Until the full name sad title of the founder of the fort as it ooours in the first hemistich
of the third couplet of the inscription are correctly made out it is not possible to establish his
identity with any degree of certainty. This, however, is more than clear that the word *Thrihim ia
an integral part of his name. There are only three personages bearing the name ‘Tbrihim’ who come
in for some mention in the annals of the reige of Muhammad bin Taghluq as far as they have
eome down to us. ﬂmofthammmllodl[ﬂiklhriﬂm Titiri suruamed Bhangi. He was
an associate of ‘Ainu’l Mulk Multini when the latter as governor of Oudh had rebelled against
the Bultin. Itmhwhohn&batuyadthanbdgummminmﬂuhndlufphn Sultin in A.D,
1840, the year in which the inscription under review was set up oa a fort at Navsari. Obviously,
therefore, he could not have bmamﬂingnfoﬂltﬂumﬁmntﬂlnlﬁmﬁtnwly&um
the imperial capital. Another person of note miscalled Tbrihim by Ibn Batdfa, was Tatdr Ebin
whom Sultin Ghiyathw’d Din Tughlug (A.D. 1320-1325) had adopted as his son and appointed

i Hu-riitnﬂh.umtmmdmhwmnﬂmuunmh*_" the Bih-

Tth century A.D. -
% Tshwasi Prased: Hisiory of the Quraunak Turks, p. 170. Cambridge History of India, Vol. II1, pp. 157,

158 and 870.
M1-19-1
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o the government of Sunargaon in Bengal with the title of Baihrsm Kbin. This miscalied
Ibrihim of Ibn Batiita died in A.D. 1336 full four years before the date of our inscription.!

The third Tbrihim of repute in the days of Sultin Mubsmmad bin Tughlug was Sayyad
Ibrihim Kbaritadir, a son of Sayyad Jalilu'd-Din Ahsan Shah Kaithali the governor
the southern province of Ma'bar. When Ahsan Shih had successfully rebelled against the
sathority of Sultin in A.D. 1334-35, his son Ihrihim who was the governor of Sirsuti and Hansi

from the south, this Ibrihim Ebaritadir was summoned to the royal presence and on his confess-
iug his guilt was cut into two in A.D. 1337 2 On the evidence of this date, Sayyad Thrihim of
Hansi too could not have been the builder of the fort commemorated by the insoription. On the
other hand it is well nigh certain that immed; tely after his nocession (A.D. 1325) Muhammad
bin Tughluq bestowed Navsari as a Jagir on one of his favourites by name Malik Shihibu'd-
Din whom ke further honoured with the title of Malik Iftikhir® Is it possible that Malik
Ibrabim of this inseription was & sou or relative of Malik Iftikhar mentioned above 1

INBCRIPTIONS IN THE PROVINCIAL MUSEUM, LUCENOW

Lucknow, where they are now preserved and exhibited in the museum gallery. As the Curator
of the Lucknow Museum found that the inscriptions had not o far been studied previously,
be arranged to get & set of inked rubbings taken of them which later on, were sent
to Mr. G. Yazdani, through the office of the Government Epigraphist, Ootacamund, for study and
publication, Tam grateful to Mr. G. Yazdani who has been kind enough to entrust the work of
editing the inseriptions to me.

INSCRIPTION No. 1 (PLATE X15)

Taking the epigraphs in chronological order, the earliost of them is dated 914 H. (1508 AD)
and records the mnstructinu_uf 8 mosque on the 25th Shi‘bin (19th December) of the same year,
It-mmpliﬂ;;thru [Inau;fw:;tmg and:',;ca.rqu on & red sandstone tablat measuring 4 ft. by 11 in.
The atyle of writing is Naskh of & crude type. The language is Persian interspersed with Arabic
words. The text has been read by me as follows -— "

TEXT

Ao Y Y a3 (1)

CREEEEER U 0 s s ) (it
Ol o tall o

S (9) S 2y S oyl ol e ()54 (g)

tIbn Batuta, [11, 316.317, Brigg's Firigita, 1, 400-410, 1908 edition. Cambridge History of India, Vol. 111,

P 262
Min Baiuza, 111, 337.38.
! Terigh-i- Firiahla, Urdn tranalation, Vol, I, p. 205.



TRANSLATION
In the name of Allih, the Mereiful, the Clement. There is no god but Allah, Muhammad
is His prophet. The construction (of the mosque) was completed in the year nine huadred and
fourteen and that was on the 25th Sha‘ban (19th December, 1508, A.D.). The mosque and its
apartments were built by ‘Abdu’n-Nabi for righteousness.

INSCRIPTION No.2 (PLATE XITa)

The second inseription in chronological order is a three-line record in verse, each line being
carved in & panel. It commemorntes the death of Muhammad Qasim Mauji in the year 974 A.H.
(1566 AD.). The text is decorated with a border in relief on a red sandstone tablet, measuring
4ft. 2in. by 1ft.7in. The script is Naskh of & fair style and the language Persian.

Tt will be interesting to note, that Muhammad Qasim Mauji, mentioned in the epigraph, was
a native of Badakhshin. He came in the limelight when prinoe Humiyiin happened to
be there at the behest of his father Bibur. Mauji was enrolled in the royal service as 8 Jalabin
(raft-conductor). He accompanied - the prince to India hoping to build up bis fortune snd
gradually gained several distinctions st the court for his integrity and faithful service. During
the reign of Akbar, he was promoted, in recognition of his maritorios service, to the rank of
Mir-i-Bahr (Admiral) of Hindustan which post he continued to hold till his retircment.

He was imbued with a fine taste for versification and composed several books. The best
product of his poetic talent was, Yisuf Zulaitha in Petsian containing six thousand couplets.

He assumed Mauji as his pen-name, ki, perhaps with reference to his naval duties, Mauj
A meaning a wave. He built a magnificent house on the bank of the Jumna at Agra where
he hreathed his last and was also buried there? The text has been read as follows =—

TEXT

W E—Jﬁ:.‘-&-i’-fmi .:':‘_:WQ‘MH-;J&-'LL-;H-E'-L (1)

aiy g las asy 51 - AT ALF Rk | Ul - g AlUms ol O q.'.u (2)
gl 3 sis odid ) o5 - a8 gt By W - sinSs SUT i 23 o3 - a9
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be Uiy damsriye i e S31E OMe e I 513 ot ss Jadmy gl 1as

“ TRANSLATION

O Holy! O Tlluminator | Verses giving the date snd invoking divine blessing. O

Provider! O Opener! O God ! when Mauji has anticd the tent ropes of his hope from this
abode of sorrow (world) ; if auy Wrong has emanated from him for a short period in this
sheolutely desolate tavern (world) : Behold in regard to the chronogram of his demise, I said,
“ Sin comes from the servant, forgiveness from the Lord". Whoever recites the Fatifa (prayer)
with sincerity, for the {departed) soul of Qasim Mauji, may God keep him under His pro-
tection through the intercession of the venerable ones who enjoy special association (with God).
Composed by 83 ‘du'lla, written by ‘Arab Mubammad.
The chronogram Sl 1 sie ot 3l A5 gives the date 947 H. (AD. 1566 ).

There seems to be some discrepancy regarding-the year of Mauji’s death. According to the
author of Ma'athir'ul-Umara he died in 979 H. whereas the year derived from the chronogram
of his desth is 974 H. which is five years earlier.

' Ma'agdirul Umara, Vol. IIL, pp- 202.3; H. Beveridge, kbar Nama, Vol. T, pp. 450-51,
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INSCRIPTION No. 3 (PLATE XII b)

The third inseription of this series is an meomplota record and belongs to the reign of Akbar,
It consists of two lines of writing and records the ersction of a mosque in 990 H. (A.D. 1582).
The text is carved on a slab of red eandstono of which & portion from the left side is apparently
broken. The tablet as it exists at preseat measures 1 ft. 9 in. by 9 in. The style of writing
is Thulth.

It may be noted here that two more inscriptions of a similar style of writing have been
edited by Mr. G. Yazdani in this Journal! : but they are of later dates, being written in 1010
and 1014 H. respectively. ﬂayfumhhmﬁththammuﬂheiruuﬁha.ﬂlrﬂuhlmmadﬂi‘gﬁm
deﬁnmuﬁnﬁnguinhedmbhmdumn&hadmﬂignph&tnﬁhmuﬁnf&km.
The present epigraph mentions the date 990 H. but not name of its suthor. Nevertheless, on
the close similarity existing betwsen this and the above pair of records in thyir paculisr mode
nfimisiunmﬂutyladnﬁﬁng,itmnybepmmadﬁthnmruin amount of certainty that the
author of this inscription also was Mir Muhammad Ma'siim.

The language is Persian. Igivabe!urwmrrudingafth_ntext:—

23
b
_—

TEXT
[]€ ook 5Tt call JWe O 55 (1)
Tadgdagiale (7) Ul .., 55 deaas ) (2

TRANSLATION
In the time of Jalilu'd-Din Muhammad Akbar Bidsbah (thazi, this mosque was built by
son of Amina in the year nine hundred and ninety. 980 H. (A.D. 1583),

INSCRIPTION No. 4 (PLATE XII o)

The fourth inseription belongs to the reign of Aurangzeb and is carved in relief on a block of
sandstone, measuring 4 ft. by 1 ft. 5 in. The epigraph comprises three lines of writing and
records the erection of a moaque for the disciples of Shah Mubabbat Sailini on the 27th of Mubar-
ram, 1111 H. The styls of writing is Nastd'lig of the cursive type.

It is to be noted bere that the inseription furnis

60, slxi} which is an obvious error and should be 43 if the hijri year 1111 is accepted to ba
correct. Thia may be due to miscaleulution or carelessness on the part of the seribe,

Another discrepancy observed in this record is that the date 27 (riis 9 o is vrritten as rq
instead of y¢.. This further indicates the ignorance of the EDgTAVET,
The language is Persian. The text has boen read by me as given below :—

TEXT
ale o SL2[3]U A 53 A e oS Ol ey o s AB dmes ao] as (1)
S s G () pq EO0 A e B s G LS e Wil =[50 (2)

o oL Al (aic) pml] s
EA% 11y M (3)

hes the regnal year of Aurangzeb as

LE.LM. for 1928-2¢, pp. 20-21, PL VIIT () and (3).



{a) Inscription of the poet Qasim Maujl from the Provincial Museum, Lucknow.
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(¢} Inscription of Aurangech, dated, 1111 H., Provincial Museum, Locknow.

{6) Tnseriplion of Akbar, Provineial Musmm, Luckeoow,

Scale *125

Scale 144



Plate X111
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TRANSLATION

The mosque of Fagir Mast ‘Ali was built for the disciples of Shih Muhabbat Sailani in the
reign of the glorious king, Aurangzeb * Klamgir, may Allih perpetuate his kingdom and empire!
On the 27th Muharram of the regnal year 50 fifty and in 1111 H.

INSCRIPTION No.5 (PLATE XIII a)

The fifth inscription of this group is an incomplete and undated record. It consista of ona
line of writing and is earved on a stone tablet a portion of which from the right is broken. The
inscriptional tablet in its present condition measures 12 ft. 11 in. by 10 in. Tt refers to the construe-
tion of & ‘katra’ which is bequeathed to one Kbalilu'llih Ebin son of Ruhu'llih Ebin deceased.
The script is Nasta'lig of a high olass and the language Persian.

Ruhw'llih Ebin mentioned iu the epigraph was originally named ss Ebinazid Ebin. He
was the second son of Ruhu'llsh Kbin I who was appointed the first Governor of Hyd=rabad on
its occupation by Aurangzeb. He played an important part on the ooccasion of invading the
fort of Firoznagar (Raichur) which was overrun by the Mughal army in 1100 H. and Kbinszdd

forts ended in disaster. The Mughal army suffored immense hardship and ultimately Kbinazid
Kban was constrained to surrender the siege and had to ransom himself from the hands of Marathas.
In compensation, the Subah of Bidar was conferred on him in 1107 H and he received the title:
of Rihu'llah Ebén IT from the Mughal court as & personal distinction. His activity and valour
were later on, highly appreciated in the siege of Satisi fort by Aurangzeb. He held suocessively
the offices of Begi, Mir Atash, Ehinsdma (Grand-steward) ot the royal court, and at last was
raised to the coveted rank of Pay Master (Bakkshigari). He died quite young in the year 1115
H. (A.D. 1703) after 12 years of his father’s death.!

It is evident from the foregoing account that the present inscription belonged to the reign
of Aurangzeb and was executed sometitne between the years 1103 and 1115 H. (1891 10 1703 A.D.).
The text of the inscription has been read by me as given below :—

TEXT
Jiling 5,5 ALY g g g [ o8 2 PR TR P (PR R
52y [l 3 i op S AT bR Gl Ol Bl ray Gaall s Ol B
—abfs HEsd by (U] A2 A [poln] ML JU 4l o3 da Dl L5 s
ol 3 e Jgey 8 1A= [2#] Ll HlAT e srlh;..i)’l [22] al g 42 9302 -t.r”..m..' 29
AL dal s
TRANSLATION

............ Wila Khwaja, successor of Riiho'llih Kbini built this.* kafre’ and bequeathed
to Ebaliln’llih Ebdn, son and rightful heir of Riihu'llah Kbsn, deceased, stipulating thus : *After
my death, he (Kpalilu'liih Kbin) should take possessioh of it and be an absolute master ; and of
the remainder of the rent, after the expenditure on repairs, one-fourth (7) should be expended
on charitable works and he will exercise his diseretion over the balanee. If the man in charge of
its repairs showed negligence, he will be put t0 disgrace in the presence of God and His prophet.

3 M a’dghiru'l-Umara, Vol 11, pp. 31517
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SOME UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTIONS FROM AHMADNAGAR
By (. H. S8garrs, QueTTa
INSCRIPTION No. 1 (PLATE XIII §)

About a mile north of the city of Abmadnagar, and close to the Arhhd'i Gumbad, lie the mosque
and the dome of Haji Hamid. The mosque is a fine specimen of Muslim architecture, and it
has been built of black stone. On the outer face of the walls are carved two inseriptions, one
being in Persian and the other Marathi,

My reading of the Persian inscription is as follows :—

TEXT
ol gl ‘Sl Ol coma 45 Ol by ¢ Ls plai (K Jole oLt age 55
,&;laj_ﬂlﬂc',.iff-:_.l .:l.s.h..if[_,].a;_. &iﬂ.dqrml
TRANSLATION
Iu the reign of the just and perfect king, Nizim Shih, Bisit Kbin who is (His Majesty's)
most loyal servant, has endowed land from this garden as in‘dm _for the lights of the mosque
nnd the dome. Whoever contravenes may a donkey be on his wife !
INSCRIPTION No. 2 (PLATE XIII o)
My reading of the Marithi inscription is given helow :—
TEXT
MW W oW SN . .. Swm — — am
SR W AW S oA, wEg @
WA AW WE WM Fw wwm maw
—— @t w M\

TRANSLATION

Fihm Sl o (1), ... -Bisig...... has given the garden land in in‘a for lighting vne
mosque and the dome. Whosoever forbids...... .. .. donkey, am lor hghting whe

INSCRIPTIONS Nos. 3—5
On a tomb inside the doma the fallowing inscriptions may be noticed: —
{1) On the side facing west :—
S Bels Uy Ugiay b (1)

O dah - il 1 3 e 121 Y3 Y1 el s (o)

QL’:_HJL.u_rjﬂjiluoifﬁy-r,;;m;ﬂljﬁlfld:? (3)

-ug‘_:-y._]-r--‘-"r“ld‘-d:'#;'*r“f u'-""f""z.l“d-'ﬁ; (4)
. _uﬁ*ﬁ'rl‘l&d«rﬂ'l‘

o P S L O S P doxs e do et (6)
o ool - i bl ol e Jw
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.-='==|=_.——-——"——-:—_g=;=“
{2) On the side facing north :—
el i Y oy B N 4:11 ¥ (2)
.J:.;C':.“fj.!ni ;:.-j;?lqihj (3)
PUl e o il - e pll e o ot (4)
N ods Oldigd g plal Lo ,jp,.y:n - Ly g pll Je (B)
(3) On the side facing east :—
3ié gt lgaie bysid bssi2 L (1)
£ - - -
Aoy We O] 221 3 Alpey 3 ohie ldars O el 5 4 (2)
Vi hle ot Oshumy Yo pails Ly gl on b ples 4L (3)
- :I_=|__, ¢
the 3 35k OL) calo i s ru'.dpj;,.ﬁl - G (4}}
2 gl g B ot
...o.--r‘-‘ld‘dﬁpﬂl-d*’”"ﬁ?—irhld‘d‘rﬂl ('ﬁ)

The side facing south is left uninscribed probably.

_ Bisat Kbin who is mentioned to have built the mosque and the dome after the Hijl's
desth, and who made an epdowment of land for the maintenance of those structures was
one of the powerful nobles of the Nigim Shihi court of Ahmadnagar. During the reign of
Murtada Nigim Shih (973-995/1565-1586), he is mentioned thus in the Burhin-i- Ma'dthir - —

"whnthumydumpmmhdthnfmﬁlund.thﬁnggatthgmm by the news of the
murder of Mauland ‘Indyatullih and of the other evil acta of Ebinkhduin ordered Bisiit
Eban to go up into the fort and to subject Ebinkbinin to disgraceful treatment. Bisit
Ebiin obeyed this order and the royal camp moved towards the capital.™

* Haig, the History of the Nighm shiht Kings of Abmadnager, Iadian Antiguary, p. 233; the Porian texi
mﬂpﬂdﬁmlﬂyﬂdbﬁﬂﬁm.lm

nmhpmmmmm-wmmm tho wakil and prebwd during the regenoy
of Ehunzs Humiytn, was imprisoned by the latter in or about 970 A.H./1562-63 A.D. His posts were then
ﬁ-hmwm-hwﬂoﬁrmmﬂﬂodm Ebfnin. Now Ehbin Khinin was slways
afraid that Maalink ‘Iniystu’llih might escape from his captivity any time aod then his position would be
insecure. hm#ﬂﬂllﬁ;hhuhl- boheaded, which was done. It may also be pointed
mm&hmuww'm;mm was & devoted partisan of Khfinis HumiyQn, and
thhﬂbﬂlﬂi‘ﬁ&;muhnpmrmnd it difficalt 8o bring the affairs of the realm jin his
own hands, hﬁ'mhlh“ﬂmhlhwlﬂﬂ interest, and with his . explicit order, Lhat the
Manlkok was put to death. m“mm.mummtudmm-ummm,_
w-ﬁlpﬂﬂ'ﬁmmiﬂﬂhhwmt Ehan was commPssioned to punish him.
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Bisit Khin is also mentioned by the author of the T&'righ--Shihili among the sarddrs of note
who accompanied  Nizim Shih of Abmadnagar to the battle of Talikotin 973 HJ/AD. 1564+
INSCRIPTION No. 6
On the southern entrance of the Yak Khamb Ki Masjid, is to be found the following
- 3 I- r=_

TEXT ,
- el gl Al ey
o dB O gl e 4Dy Yy A Y

i
oS AT 5 - /
Lfﬁlrotd—dm'@b-‘; -&—hﬁd&dlﬁhﬁﬁﬁimaﬁi
TRANSLATION

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Mareiful,

There is no god except Allih ; Muhammad is His messeuger.  Yasio and by the inspiring
Qur'dn, Allih, Mubammad, Abid Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmin, ‘Al Hasan, Husain, 1st of Rabi® I,
1262 H.

The inscription is carved on a semi-vircular stone fixed above the southern entrance of th:
wew additions made to the Yok Khamb Ki Magjid, snd records the year - 1252 H.—the date
when the new additions were made. The original mosque is believed to have been built in the
earllor quarter of the 18th century A.D., and its superstructure rested on the central pillar, on
necaunt of which it was so called. The old mosqus is & simple building and possesses s starey
above it, now in & ruined state. The additions were made to accommodats the growing congre-
gntion. A cistern was also built in the compound to the north-east of the old building. There

are ulso two tombs, said to be of those who made endowments for the maintenance of the mosque.
Until 1935, the father of the writer of these lines was ous of the Matawallis of this mosque.

INBCRIPTION No. 7
On & wall of a small enclosure round a tomb behind the Dome of Sayyid Shah Sharif at Dargih
Da'iza, Ahmadnagar, is a fine inseription of which I give the following reading :—
TEXT

1
Vi e bl o ey W) Ol (8 ) Usiis
9 L gmpn 0Ky edinls Sy Gy
TRANSLATION
In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful,
The door of Paradise was opened to us (1) by the grace orGod. Y, 1146 H./A.D, 1752-33.
The date of the death of Sanjida Begam, the favoured, the Pttdnm:! i

L This work waa composed by Qadt Shibibu'd-Din, the chief Qi of Ahmadnagar,
anpublished. Tw{hphidth&luhhfmdinhlﬂhin Library of Mh;w‘m.

*Our'an, Ch. XXXVT, L
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According to Mirikar', this tomb is helieved to have been that of a princess of Ahmadnagar
Another story, which is prevalent among the residents of the place, connects it with the family
of Nawsb Qawi Jang, who is known to have handed over the fort of Ahmadnagar in 1759 to
the Maréthas. This belief of the residents of the Dargih Di'ira, 1 strangthened by the fact
that to this day the descendants of the above nobleman bury their desd in Dargiah
Di'ira. This however, cannot be accepted in view of the fact that the Nawab himself
died, and was buried in the compound of the Eamani Masjid, in 1188 H./AD. 177475 while
this tomb records the year 1148 H./A.D.1732-33 as the year of Sanjids Begam's death.

INSCRIPTION No.8
On s tomb about B0 yards south-east of the Dome of Sayyid Shah Sharif, Dargah Di'ira,
Ahmadnagar, an inscription may be noticed the text of which I give below :—

TEXT
o Basti— th}j@:}lj.‘ij@dﬂ
" South :— _;l_) JL}J(T} i § cﬂ.ll-’-a
.I.'FE—
MMTIDH

May God show marcy 0 Mirzi Kbén, who was a Sayyid, 4 true believer and pious. This
towb of his was erceted during the vear of ( his) death: * May he always be near the eternal

mercy of God.” 1054 AD. -
The chronogram- 31 Syle =) oy vields 1064 H.jA.D. 1643.

=

FIVE INSCRIPTIONS FROM BLIARUR DISTRICT
By SHaMsupDIs Anmap, CALOUTTA

Rao Bahadur C. R. Krishnama Charlu, Superintendant for Epigraphy, Southern Cirele, secared
rubbings of seven inseriptions and in September, 1941, forwarded them for decipherment to
Mr. G. Yazdani, Government Epigraphist for Muslim Inscriptions. Afterwards Mr. (. Yazdanl
received another inked estampage from Dr. B. C Chhabra, Assistant Superintendent. for
Of these Mr. Yazdani selected five insoriptions which possessed

and kindly made them over to me for study. As these inscriptions have
not been published before, 1 verture to notice them in this journal with short motes where
due to Mr. G. Yazdani for the courtesy axtended to me.

Rao Bahadur El:ll]mnml Charlu the four inseriptions of which
he sert estampages, exist st nt in the Jath State (16° 50" and 17° i:?’ N and 75" I* and
76° 31’ E.), under the Satirs JE;:edf the Bijipur Agency. Two of t.l!ﬂf!npmm.ph.l mention the
pame of Ibrahim Shih IT of the * §dil Shihi dynasty whereas the remaining two dn not mention

the name of the reigning THier.
1 Apmadnagar <héy Prachin Itikisa (Abmadnagar, 1918), p. 48

{ wgRERaT @ writa sfaerd | 7 ¥ .
8 Vide inscription puh-li.lhod in Epi. Imd. Meal., [ RA3-34 (Rappleronut], p. 14 (Viabe Y1 a )

111-10-1
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It ia interesting to note that Ibrakin * Adil Shab 1T of Bijapur enjoyed a long reign of nearly
Lalf a century, extending from 988 to 1037 H. (A.D. 1580 to 1627). A large number of the in-.
seriptions of this monarch have heeg published in the previous issues of this journal.

INSCRIPTION No. 1 (Plate XIV a)

The earliest of these inseriptions is apparently dated 923 H.' und carved on & stone tablet,
measuring 2 ft. Gin. by 2fr. It consists eight lines of writing and records the erection of & mosque,
by one Mubammad Hamid during the governorship of ‘Ainu’'d-Din, on the 1st of Dbu'l-Hajj, in
the year nine hundred and twenty-three (17th December, 1517 AD). The tablet is reportad
to be set up in a mosque at Ulagi (Jath State).

The style of writing is Naskh of an indifferent type devoid of artistic merit. The language
18 Persian. 1 give below my reading of the text ;—

TEXT
......;,aﬂ[_a]dﬂila-tijﬁldhadglapja (1)

1 - -
Olyd 45 e 220 Wideat Gl W glis (1) 1) gy Blant s (3)
5T 30 Olal ey 5 53138, ju A3 3 Ay ol (4)

Sy Jdlai & sls O (5)
B = - HAAOILG 2 e S R L PP g 1R (6)
e T ¢ [ Jja*r;;,:_’rmﬂﬁ# (7)
LS W 28 doms s (1) audl S (g)

TRANSLATION

During the governorship of the Malik of the East, ‘Ainu’d-Din, the humble slave Muhammad
Hamid, the Superintendent, has built this mosque on the first of Dhul-Hajj, in the year nine hun-
 dred and twenty-three to please God the High. Whoever visits this place and performs two
penuflexions in worship and prays to God for soundness of belief, if Allih the great pleases. . ...
This site that reminds me ufhaswun;nnaum.........,...-............“.....thplﬂﬁl&«
It is like the Holy House of God, you may say that from every
collection of heaven. It is written by the humble slave, Mu
Jauzjin.

The scribe Minhij-i-Siraj mentioned in this epigraph should not be confused with Maulina
Minhé&ju'd-Din Abii ‘Umar ‘Uthmiin, the renowned author of the Tabagat i-Nagiri.

INSCRIPTION No. 2 (Plate X1V 5)
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Hnnfarmutnibdirﬂhmmﬁnnadinthaepigmphhwbefuundinthhjmﬁmlnp:lh'
of the period. i

Thmiptiuﬂmﬂdtmnﬂ:mtypemdthnlugugehm My reading of thej sext
is given below :—

TEXT
L )]
Tan) @l o 13228 M6 B da bl O (F) (2)
Al aanll Obj 33 dmes 2 350 (3)
2 pell o A AL § O Il g B (4)
TRANSLATION

(Say) surely mosques are for Alldh 3o do not call any one with Him. This mosque Wag built
during the reign of Thrihim «Xdil Shah, by the humblest slave Abdar Ebin, in the Hijra year one
thousand 1000 (A.D. 1591-92),

INSCRIPTION No. 3 (Plate XIV ¢)

The third inscription of the series is reported to be lying at present in the compound of &
dargih at Begaon (Jath State]. It mentions the name of Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah IT and consista of
Gve lines of writing. The epigraph is carved on s tablet of stone, messuring 18 inches by 11 in.
It records the erection of a mosque and the endowment of some land in the Mauda' of Paithal by
one ‘ Aliu'd-Din, son of Shams Ebayyit, on the 11th Dhul-Hajj in the year 1002 H. (18th
August, 1594 A.D.). Although the inscription is engraved distinetly, the irregular arrangement
of letters has made it difficult to decipher the text properly.

The style of writing is Naskh of an elegant type and the language is Persien. [ give helow

my tentative reading of the text:—
TEXT

Jdn) Bl po |aeH N B dalead] Oy - i ;,;-‘_,Ji-‘iﬂr.-.; (1)
bus ez o9 '_-,.!.:Jijﬂ\.r- c_é.;i ilsle qualnl oiy 33 dmes o) .'n*_f"'l.i:l (2)
anll 23 ea3y [ TR e aale b A ol wip Juiy o 33 (3)

I---'l'd""

BT gl =5 S gecnnnncenns 1 355 2 pie e 415 OT33 (4)

J-,-:Jui;h_ﬂll:*‘ _}.'n_,.u-i.! sd sl A= Ja- g s odal 9 52 (5]

TRANSLATION

In the name of Allih the Merciful, the Clement. And surely the mosques are for Allah, so
do not call any one with Him. This mosque Was built in the time of Ibrahim ‘ Adil Shah by Shaikh
*Aliu'd-Din, son of Shams Ebayyat (the tailor) in the mauda of Paithal, for this (mosque) a plot
of land waa endowed in that borough, on the 11th of Dhul-Hajj in the year 1002 H. (18th Aovgust,
1804 AD.)..voconsonnresbnnsiaas If any One COMPIAVEDES.....oowioeeer the curse of God and

the Prophet of God will fall on him snd he will suffer through pupishment
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INSCRIPTION No. 4 (Plate XV q)

The fourth insaiption is reported to have been found lying aear Majumdar's wall at a
place called Baguwadi in Jath State. The epigraph is carved in relisf on a stone-slab, now broken
into two pieces, one piece of which measures 2 ft. 5 in. by 2 ft. and the other 1 ft. 11 in. by 2 ft.
respectively. It is dated the 1st of Jumadi'l-Awwal, 1005 H. (11th December, 1596 AD.). The
inscription consists of 13 lines of writing, the first four lines being in verse and the rest in proas
It records the bequest of a well, one chdwar land and a garden to one Shaikh ‘Aldu’d-Din,
son of Malik Kamil, son of Malik Buzurg, and one Sahib Klan after the demise of the latter to
inherit the property.

The persons referred to in this epigraph might have hold important social positions under
the rule of ‘ Adil Shihi kings of Bijapur, but nothing is mentioned about them in contemporary
historical works. One peculiarity of the inscription is that the name of the donor is not men-
tioned in this document,

It may be noticed in regard to the text of this inscription that the writer has resorted

10 abusive language.

The script in Nas£s of a bold type and the language Persian. The text has besn el
by me as follows :—

TEXT
e L | sereas (1)
b Bl ol AL, L, (2
(olbe ) dile SIUJUSS cussl 52 (3)
S ply o 1y (ea aST (g
il HEGL ) (5)
Jud" e i galisdke (g
OF 4 3 K550 6L oy (7)
Gl Saly ] ke &+~ (8)
EY s o sal g ol (9)
o= 515 aal o Olals (10)
45T 03 Obual )6 (1)
S8= 5l & 8l =ty o (12)
bove e daVisha & a2 iz g ) (13)

TRANSLATION

............ this well may last long.....,........¢very particle of dust will settle in
a place, The object of this engraving is that it may survive us, since [ do not notice ALy
durability in the existing {things). Hereis the monument of Shaikh ‘Aliu'd-Din, sen of Malik
Kamal, son of Mulik Buzurg. - After Shaikh *Alsv’d-Din, Sahib Kban wil inherit this wel!,
one chwar land and & garden. If any one, beside Sahib Khan lays claim, an ass will ride

on his back. It is written on the 1at of Jumidi'l-Awwal, in the year 1005 H. (11th December,
1586 A.D.).



fovmpeasg  Aueog
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INSCRIPTIONS No. 5 (Plate XV &)

The fifth and the last of these inscriptions is an epitaph which records the construction of &
dome by one Malik ‘Aziz, son of Malik Yaqt for his wife Shamns Bibl. The epigraph is carved
in s small stonse tahlet, measuring 10 in. by 10 in. and fixed on the wall of the dome. It com-
prises five lines of writing but contains no date.

Malik Yaqit referred to in the epigraph was an Abyssinian by birth. When young, be dis-
played exceptional courage and sagacity for which he was enrolled in the military service under
Nigim Bbahi kings of Ahmadnagar. He proved himself also & capable general because he
led successfully several expeditions against the enemies of his sovereign kingdom. Di
with misrule, he deserted Ahmadnagar and approached Ebénjahin Lodi, the then Mughal
governor of the Deccan who obtained for him rank of five thousand horse in the service
of the Mughal emperor Jahaugir. Yakit Ebin being a leader of a group of the Deccan nobles and
long associated with local politics, the Imperial governors consulted him in all affairs concerning
the country. In sbout 1633 when Mabibat Kbin, the Mughal general, besieged the strong fort of
Daulatabad, Yaqit betrayed his loyalty and tried secretly to help the besieged garrison of
Bijipur, but his attempts failed owing to the keen vigilence of the Mughals. Subsequently he
quitted the Mughal camp for fear of detection and joined the ‘Adil ShahT army. He then began
to harass the besieging forces by frequent attacks from behind, but in one of the encouiters
he was captured, when he had fallen from his horse, by a detachment of the army sent by
Lahrisb Ebin and was killed.!

The style of writing of the inscription is Naskh of an inferior type and the language Persian.
The text has been read by me as follows :—

TEXT
sy ally [ A5 ] 08 21 (1)
Alae dle (2)
oyl db ot (3)
305 = (sic) =4 (4)
el el gy s ()
TRANSLATION

This dome bas been built by Malik ‘Abdu’l ‘Aziz, son of Malik Yaqat for his wife Shamna
Bibi Neknim.

INSCRIPTIONS FROM SIDDHAVATAM, (UDDAPAH DISTRICT, MADRAS

By SEAMSUDDIN AHMAD, CALOUTTA.

In January, 1941, seven juseriptions were sent to Mr. G. Yazdani for deeipherment by the
Buperintendent of Epigraphy, Bouthern Gircle. Three of these mtn_w to the eoustruction of
mosques while the remaining four commemorate the demise of some lmp:fﬂ.-nt persous of the
sge. They are reported to have been found at Siddhavatam, Caddepab District. in the Madras

LM a"aghir'l-Umara, Yol. I, pp- §55-03.
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Presidency, and their dates range from 1112to 1292 H. As the iuscriptions had not been
published before, Mr. G. Yazdani, kiraly permitted me to edit them for the ensuing number
of the EZM. Tam indebted to Mr. Yazdani for his conrtesy in this connection.
It appears from historical works that Cuddapah or ‘ Kurpa * as it was called in former days,
Wis uever an important town politically. It econtained however a big temple' which
attracted a vast multitude of Hindu pilgrims even from distagt provinces and thus continued to be
a great religious cevtre up to the middle of the sixteenth century. After the battle of Talikote
in 1565, the mighty Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagar was overrun by Muslim kings of the Deccan
and its south-eastern dependencies which included Cuddapah came into the possession of Ibrihim
Qutb Bhah, king of Goleonda, Subsequently Cuddapah was granted as a jagir to a Pathan
Nawan who wielded uncheckea control over the place for some generations. In about 1765 it
passed into the hands of Haidar ‘Alj of Mysore in accordance with a ssoret treaty with Nigim
‘Al Kbén, then Subedar of the Decean® and the Nawab became as vassal under him. On the
- outbreak of the war with Tipfi in 1790, it was besieged by the Nizam and subsequently ceded
to him by the treaty of 1792, which closed the 2nd Mysore war, Ultimately in 1800 Caddapah
with the district of Bellary and a part of Kamool were ceded to the British for a subsidiary
force o be maintained by the Nizam in his dominions.*  Since then these districts are known as
** Ceded Districts”,

Group A—Mosques
INSCRIPTION No. 1 (Plate XVI a)

The earliest of this group of inseriptions is dated 1113 H. (A.D. 1701) and records the erection
of & mosque by one Sayyid Mubammad, during the reign of Aurangzeh ‘Alamgir Shah. The
epigraph consists of five lines of writing in verse, each hemistich arranged in a panel. It is
carved in relief on a tablet measuring 2 ft. 10 in. by 1 f, 10 i, across the carved face. The
tablet is stated to have been fixed to the wall of the local Jmi* Masjid. The style of writing is
Lhulth of av intricate type, having s close resemblance to the inscriptions of Hyderabad during
the Qutb Shahi period. The language is Persian. The text has beer read by me as follows :—

TEXT
A pllai b e Al 45 j K ﬂ-ﬂlqm.trﬂli.ujhdfl_j# (1)
A2 pAdlsls A OT a5 sy e ds alie g ol g (2

A2 el 3. aSIT e s gl el Jle et Bl e 50 (3)
el UV TR S TR s gl lin ames ol ) 23351 (4)
A2 ol Oy 33l Qe dmes i o598 a2 gl E50 (5)
by Al
TRANSLATION

In the reign of king Muhiu'd-Din {Aurangzeb), of heavenly dignity thanks to
God that a house of God has been complated, A garden which is a prototype of the abods of

3 Brigga's Firishia, Vol. 111, P 486G,
- lfwm.‘i’ﬂm.p al.
* Imp. Gaseit,, Vol. IX, p. 820,
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INECRIPTIONS FROM SIDDHAVATAM, CUDDAPAH DISTRICT, MADRAS
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of the garden Sayyid Muhammad built & high mosque awil neyuired fume (for che noble deed).
Purity of the garden has been enhanced by the conatruction of the mosque, sureiy 1t has becone

a beautiful replica of the Holy House ( rlJ:-'i 33 ). [ enguired about its chronogram from the
farsighted Wisdom, who said ** A mosque has been completed through the aid of God, the Self-
existing”.
The chronogram o= obe3 oy e gives the date 1113 H. (A.D. 1701).
INSCRIPTIONS No. 2 (Plate XVIE)

The second inscription of this series is carved in reliel on a stone slab, measuring 1 ft. 5 in.
by 1 fe. 9 in. The slab is stated to be fixed into the wall of a mosque, locally known as Chauk
Masjid. 1t comprises four lines of writing in verse, each hemistich being carved in n panel with
» raised border. ‘The epigraph refers to the erection of a mosgue in 1181 H. (A.D. 1767). The
siyle of writing is Thulth of & fair type and the language is Persian. 1 give below my reading of

the text :— 2

el dme W (1)
f.y-i;'.:_,,,.i-*-abﬁu__if (2)
035 e Y 52 ot (3)
prlas Qlas iila 313 1 (4)

Ay A=

TRANSLATION

the order of Halim,’ an abode has heen completed resembling the

The mosque Was huilt by
my mind, the invisible angel

house of bliss (paradise). When I enquired about its date from
said—* A grand stage .
The chronogram ke Jl2e gives the date 1181 H. (A.D. 1767).

INSCRIPTIONS No. 3 (Plate XVI ¢)

The third inscription records the restoration of an old mosque by one Muhammad Munawwar.

It was '-"l'iEiniﬂ! built by Muhammad Gbiyith in the time of Nawab ‘Abdu’l Majid. The in-
otion is carved in relief on & slab of stone measuring 1 f. 11in. by 1 ft. 3in. The insoription
is dated 1222 H. (A.D. 1807). The slab is reportad to have been built into the wall of a mosque,
called Quth Sahib's Masjid. The epigraph consiats of six lines of writing in verse, each hemistish
being carved in a panel enclosed by raised borders. The script is Nasta'lig of an ordinary type and

the language Persian. The text has been read by me 83 follows :—
TEXT

Aol A il Obyad Slad deme dmes 35U (1)

J._l,.a-_-,_-j\,;.-ni:.—'.:_,ia s dame oy Jlell 4 (2)

e -
l'rhlMuﬂhmhmdﬂm-hmwhmnmfﬂmpﬂmtvﬂm nrder The mosqus

was bmilt.
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L 23,5 AR ) a8 T A 2l pli g sl S O (3)

Mo 93 Ol wge J T, 333 S 333 5l Sall ()
C--i:g sl . ;L’L-_ﬂ.";_}-h o LHJ-‘ L;:-"".,Jl:" ;_ﬂi SLRV L {5}
bTYY

TRANSLATION

This mosque was erected by Mubammad Ghivith in the time of Nawab ‘Abd’ul Majid. .-'t_ftl'r
fifty yoars Mubammad Munawwar renovated the structure. As long as this houss survives
the name of the person who built it will remain, Tt was one thousand two hundrea and twenty
two when the work was completed between the two *Ids (‘Tdu’) Fitr and ‘Idu'd-Duba). 1 was
thinking about its chronogran: when the public erier repeated twice * Come Jor prayer
1222 H.

The chronogram Hlall da o gives the date 1222 H. (A.D. 1807).
The history of the persons mentionea in the epigraph could not be traced in contemporary

Group B—Epitaphs

INSCRIPTION No. 1 {Plate XVII )

All inseriptions of this group except one, are reported to exist, in the local cemetery. The
first of them in chronological order is dated 1112 H. (A.D. 1700). It commemorates the death of
ons Qidir. The epigraph comprises three lines of writing in verse, each hemistich beiug enclosed
within 8 bordered panel. It is carved in relisf on a slab of stone measuring 1 ft. 5 in. by
1ft.4in. The seript is Naskh and the language Persian, My reading of the toxt ia given below :—

TEXT
s S T TR o S et Lal asT 2 e Of (1)
L ey ol—1 1 ;.: Gl g3l o Sloal g (2)
- S G R e il el Sl OF anl s Jio (3)
Phay Aie
TRANSLATION

The dweller of the uther world when he smbraceqd death, he suddenly entered the earth with
8 view to sleeping therein. Qudir by order of the Almighty pierced the pearl of his soul (died)
in the path of Faith. The unseey, spirer communicated phe chronogram of the one (the
deccased) dwelling in paradise, * the great name,” 1112 I,

The enronogram pesl ! gives the date 1112 H,

INBCRIPTION No. 2 (Plate XVII &)
The second inscription of this 8aries is composed of four linea of writing. The firat line con-
tdins the Maey | the second and thira lines are in verse, while the fourth line is arranged verti-

rally between tho fizst and second scts of hemistiches nnd contains the date, The epigraph is
eugraved in raised letter: on n stone slah measuring 2 ft, 4 in, by 2 ft. 2 in,



Plate XVII

cT 1. BjEag

‘panSaArdd sivs o) wod) uonduosut ampoay  (2)

991, 5

‘pusp yudeppng
‘mmrAsgpprs o predaaad v wogy vopdposuy (o)



8] Inseription from the graveyand of Plate XVII|
the Jami' Masjid, Siddhavatam,

Scale *125

(8) Inseription built over the door of the Jami' Masjid, Biddhavatam, Cuddapha district.
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A notable feature to be observed in this epigraph is that it inentions the usme of the
k‘:ruphet Muljammad without suffixing or prefixing any complimentary words or expressions W0
signify respect.

The epigraph is dsted 1114 H.(A.D.1702). The seript is Naska of a fair order and the language
Persian. The text has been read by me as given below :—

TEXT
ot gy B o
Mo iih OF 5383 3y St adar b gt S e (1)
dady g M3l D ols £ oe sl =i W B5 (2)

Central vertical line,
piAalelly bl Al dess Sl S 1)\ A

TRANSLATION

When Divive grace flowed abundantly in the region of souls, it showerd its countenface to
Nargis aud smiled. The chronogram was thus communicuted to Kagim: “ Say Kburahid has
rturned its component elements to the universe . In the year 1114 H, of the Prophet Mubsm-
mad, (peace be on him) and his family, the pure and the holy.

Hives the date 1114 H. (A.D. 1702).

The chronograni 335y 3k o by yolis
{0 whom this epitaph is dedicated.

Klurishil seems to be Flie mume of the person

INSCRIPTION No. 3 (Plate XVILla)
this series is dated 1153 H. (1739 A.D.). It is dedicated to the
miewory of one Asghar ‘Ali. The inseription consists of four lines of writing in verse including
aml the date at the botto, ench line being demarcated by broad
tone tablet which measures 3ft.8in. by 1ft.9in. and is
trached to the Jimi* Masjid. The style of writing is Thullh
I give below wy reading of vhe text :—

The third inscription of

the initintive verse 8| m
bands. The epigraph is earved on n 8
reported to exist in the burial ground a
of modern style and the language Persi..

TEXT
rvt-":—-“'a:ﬂ—-” &) i
) Oy el Al g2 (1)
| O™ O = O (2)

3 4 urasd daye N S o=
A R e
& o - B -
3y % C}":.Hrv'u L A L o = JL¢JJlJ {3]

1iyerv @L"
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hﬁ&%%-_g
TRANSLATION

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Cloment. The Awma' of Asgliar “Air's soul ilew
wway from this world towards paradise. When the arch of his eyebrow wus concealed from the
eyes (of people), thousands of arrows of grief pierced this heart. 1 sougbt the chronograt of his
death, Thabit said, ** How deeply the heart of his father has besn wounded.” Dave 1152 H
(A.D. 1739).

The chronogram 3 03 ola H e —om 42 gives the dute 1152 H.
Thibit wentioned in this epigraph seems to be the pen-name of the composer of
shronogram,
INSCRIPTION No. 4 (Plate XVIII b)

The fourth and the lust of these records is dedicated to Skhah Mudikil Kusha ("Al, the
I'rophet Mubammad's son-in-law), It s arranged in three panels, the central one being cicular
contains the aeey the Islamic formula of fuith and the date 1186 H. (A.D. 1772). A couples
is carved on either side of the middle panel. The urrangement of the text is artistic. The
tublet is mported.to have been built originally above the lintel of the muin entrance to the Jami’
Masjid. It is appurent that the slab hus nothing to do with the mosque. The probable fuct is
that it was lying loose in the local cemetery, uud some body might have picked it wp and fixed
it wlhere it XISt at present,

Thie tablet measures 2 ft. 4 it from base to apex and 3 ft. 10 in. io width. The style of writ-
g of the vectral pavel is Naskh while the text on either side is inscribed in the Nastit'liy style.
My reading of the epigraph is given belgw :—

TEXT
Central Panel
o owa ) ) oy
& g dans 31 Y 1Y

LR B (P S S B T

Top T
T S P gl =l
', _,._ﬁ" I,E e R ! E agls &
G al—3
Below Below
Qls &l Ole) 5 e s J.ilc»._l_,- B 1 TR | Py

Pl R Y 28 J‘l Jhdf_}ﬁ ol J-"'u—'-ljl quj"'lj"" e

1 AS

! Huma,s fabolou ghird of g omen

e e e et
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TRANSLATION
He was the pole-starof the age and initiated in the mystery of &l p J (Lam with
Allih), the attributes contained in * He is Truth’, and the negation of everything except Allah.
Halim ?umidu his body to be the shadow’ of the everlasting entities ; the juvisible inspirer
suggested his chronogram, * He was God personified ', 1186 H.
The chronograin &) i3 35 3l gives the date 1186 H. (A.D. 1772),

INSCRIPTIONS FROM GWALIOR BTATE .
By SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD, CALOUTTA

Some years ago, Ram Singh Saksena (since late) of Gwalior sent two inked rubbings and
seven photographs of inscriptions with an article on them to Mr. G. Yazdani, Government
Epigraphist for Muslim Inscziptions, for publication in the Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica. The
article was under scrutiny when Mr. Yazdani heard that Mr. Saksena had breathed his last.
Mr. Saksens took keen interest in Muslim epigraphy and was a regular contributor to E. L M,
In his desth Muslim epigraphy has sustained a great loss.

Mr. G. Yazdani subsequently selected two rubbings and two photo-prints of these inscrip-
tions and made them over to me to propare an articls on them for publication in this journal.
As desired by him 1 have studied the wolocted inscriptions and the result is embodied in the
following pages. I am thankful to Mr. G. Yazdani for his courtesy i entrusting the work to me.

The records are reported to have been found at Chanderi, one of the many places of historical
iLterest in the Gwalior State. Apart from its antiquity and patural charms, the place was looked
upoL as Ao outpo:t of vital importance by the carly Muslim rulers and #t; led as the * Gate of Malwa .
Modern Chanderi (24 40° N. and 78 11° B.) is situated in a picturesqus valley, and may be approach-
el either from Mangooli or Lalitpur Station on the G.LP. railway, whonea it is 24 miles by
road. Though a deeaying town, it is atill reputed for its fine muslin and gold brocade industry.

Muslim connection with Chanderi is traceable as early as the 15th centary when Ghiyith-
Rajs Chahada the Achariya

w'd-Din Balban, Sultin of Delhi captured the city aftee defeating
in November, 1251 AD! But its material prosperity practically began a contury luter when

Dilaiwar Kbin Ghori, Governor of Malws, sct up su indeperdent kingdom with his capital at

Mindid. Chanderi rose to the zonith of its glory under the new rulers of Malwa who not only

reluilt and fortified the vity, but made it a strong outpost of defence, and headquarters of a governor.
The town being temotely gitnated from the imperial capital of Delhi the governors enjoyed ulinost

an undisputed authority. Tn times of peace, they tried to Lmprove the condition of the city by

providing smenitics to citizens, pironising artisans, crecting paluces, gateways, MOsques, tanks,
tumbs, wells anid other charitable institutions.

INSCRIPTION No. 1 (Plate XI1X a)

Most of the structural remains have upoR them inseriptions too aumerous 10 record.
They belong generally to the first six Sultdns of Malwa. The earliest epigraj b of the seriss
is stated to have been discovered in the funer masoury of a well popularly kn!:w.u as Tapa
Bioli. It is a fairly spacion: atopped-well, situnted :n o *hickly populated area in ths eastaer

e —

\Cumb. Hia, Inia, Vol. 111, p. 05,
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pact of the town and ix still ia nse. The well contains another inscription in Nagari character-
which are too worn to be made out.

The record comprises six lines of writing in verse headed by the initiative verse I =
IL is carved on a stone-slab measuring 3 ft. by 2 fi. approximately. The tablet has a chamfare!
border around the text which is arranged in seven horizontal panels. . The latter are further
divided in two parts by a vertical baad, 1}ia. wide. BEach of the compartmants so form:d
contains a hemistich.

The inscription records the construction of a well by one Jaika (?) son of Bikil during the
reign of Hosbang Shih and iu the time of Amir Nasir ! chief of the East, It isan unduted record,
but the last line which has decayed might have contained the date.

Hosbang Shih mentioned ia the text was the second king of Malwa who raled over the caputry
from 808 to 838 H. (A.D. 1405 to 1435),

The style of writing is Naskh of a heavy type and the language Persina. The inseription
bas been read hy me as follows - —

¥ TEXT

sl ;L_Yi,tiél;.:_..; 3]
Mal  as  Olyys i, . M G O g (1)
T Y. SN e I (5) Jodn £ Al ey (9)
A 25 A2 G Ol a5 oA I s sk b (3)
sl g s a1 S| A—ad Yy G s Al chy (4)
Bip 30 Wl Gl 55 L Mg S ol (1) B (5)
JE D D R T T P R s e ()

TRANSLATION

In the name of God, the best of name.. During the reign of (Hoshang Shih) of world-wida
glocy like Sulaiman, the exalted monarch of the age and a crowned king. What a king who is
brighter than the suu and the moon, the lord of the universe, Hoshang Shah. A hero of
Chanderi, elephant-like in body, and like a lion by whom the other lions have been
over-awed, This well has been constructed in the tims of the chosen und peecless Amir Nasir, s
chicf of the East, by Jaika (7) sou of Biki Majmia‘dar... et b ’

INSCRIPTION No, 2 (Plate XIX 5)

The second inseription was found in a eistern known locally as Huud-i-Khiss. The
inscription is now preserved in the Archmological Museum at Gwalior, This so-called cistern is
situated in the western part of Chanderi, outside the city-wall. No retuining wall or_ghit is
to be seen which might warrant the position of this inscription nor the natng tlului-PE]li;ﬂ; occurs

init. However, as the inscription refers to the construction of a tank and as it has been picked
up from this tank it seems likely that this inseriptiou belongs to this tank.

* This Malih Nastru'd-Din was probably the elder son of the ruler of Khandesh and Inter adherest
of Hoshang shih, ride Briggs' Firishta, Vol. 1v, po. 175.6. n=
111-10-1 =



Plate XIX
{a) Inscription of Hoshang Shih of Malwa from Chanderi, Gwalior State

() Inscription of Mahmid Shab Ehalji of Malwa from Chanderi.

Scale 14



{a) Inseription of Ohiyithu'd-Din of Malwa fom Chonderi. Plaie xx
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The inscription is cut in relief on a thick stove slab measuring 2 ft. 8 in, by 1 fv. 11 in. and
enclosed by a chamfered border, 7 iv. wide. The record consists of six lines, of which five are
in verse, It refers to the construction of.a tank in the reign of Mahmild Shah Ebaljf I of Malwa

in the year 872 H.(A. D. 1467). Besides the name of the king, two more names, Subhin (1)
and Yiisuf occur in the epigraph, but nothing is known of thom front the available recorde.

The langunage is Persian and the style of writing Nasih. The text is given below :—
TEXT
B ol | g
o gl el E o il gl dsd o oot (S S At (1)
R Sl car L P i S A2 (2)

i S R o T S $ gl dlil Sl See 3 s A—eei (3)
Jil L;Lﬁq O o r'l.-...'a‘ a:p_;huﬂi_;;\__ih:wd\_.-(.ﬂ
Joape lds Sy A& Ay Iy imst il Obuia &5 S 401 (5)

In the name of God, the Compassionats, the Mereiful.
During the reign of Kbalji king, the glory of religion and realm; Lbw'l Mugafar Mabrmda
ghah, the ruler of kingdoins and creods (nations). This tank wa~ constructed. .. vcuaveae e

........................................................................ -a

By his eflorts, courage and generosity this +oble work romains as a memorial of his nohle doeds.
It has been completed in the vear cight hundred and seventy -two of the Hijra by the will of
Providence. It is hoped that God the Great and Glorious may grant Subhan (1) sov of Yisuf &
resting place in the highest mansion of Paradise.

INSCRIPTION No. 3 (Plate XX a)

The third inseription * is reported to oxist at Katighati, n pass cut through the rock on the
old road leading from Chanderi southwards. It lics about a tiile and & half off the town. (LT
the top of this rock-cut pass, & portion has heen left unliewn which is shaped like & pointed
archway. On the easters inner fice of the gate two tablets have been set in the rock, ona of which
contains a Persian and the other a Nagari inseription , both placed side by side. The Persian record
which is - studied here consists of eleven lines of writing in prose. The first seven lines contain
the *throne verse' of the Qur'dn including the al—;  while the remaining four rtefer ta the
coustruction of @ gatoway and a tauk by Jiman Kbin, sou of Sher Kban, during the reign of
Ghiyath Shih of Malwa on the 14th Jumada 11, 900 H. (12th Murch, 1485 A.D.).

Sher Kln referred to in the epigraph was the Governor of Chanderi uader Ghiysth Shih
Kbalji of Malwa. On the latter's Jdeath in 906 H. n series of domestic troubles issued in which
many of the nobles were involved.  Sher [ihin takine ndvantage of those distractions rebelled and
endeavoured to carve out an independent dominion for himself. He mado an alliance with Mah&
bat Kbiin of Masdasur, and having collected a huge army advanced towards the capital, bet
was pltimately defeated by the royal army. In the second enconnter that took plare within a
couple of miiles from Chanderi, Sher Kban received mortal wound and succmnbid while he
was being cartied by Mahihat Khin on his own elephant in 908 H. (1501 AD).?

1 This inseription is noticed by & Caunhing ham . 8 N, Vol. I, p. 406.
= Ralggn’ Firishtur, Vol IV, 1o 200 42
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Tbatmiuwn&mnutom-hhlathuuﬁnglﬂ.ﬂin.bylfb.ﬁi The script is Nas £}

and the language Arabio and Persian. The text has been read by me as follows -
TEXT
WU el fm L s i §l3 (8)
Wl b Al Ol 2 5 Ok g (g)
Gl W Sle Sl ) Okl 4= 32 (10)
Bleaod B 5 GW) @l WL ol A5D Ukl y U 5) as (11)
TRANSLATION

Jiman Kban, son of Sher Khin, may Allih forgive them, during the reign of the king of kings,
Gbiyath-u'd-Dunya wad-Din, may Allih perpetuate hi kingdom and sovereignty, ou the 14th
Jumids 1T in the year 900 H. (12th Maroh, 1495 AD,).
INSCRIPTION No. 4 (Plate XX &)
The fourth iuscription is reported to have sxisted in a structurs called Allih-ke-bagh-ks-
Gumbad, situated at a short distance to the south of the Jimi* Masjid at Chanderi. It is carved on

;unnllmnauhluthui]tinnninhe,uutinmthanhnﬂafumufthamaapﬂhniuth northern
arcade of the tomhb, The tablet measures 1 ft. b;rrlﬂ in. and consists of five linss of writing in
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TRANSLATION
Thphumdthmﬂdhumdmﬁduﬁthﬁmdmmm has come,
t.bennmlla,unmmtnefthhmonminghufdlumd‘thnauitnfhiafnﬂnﬂtn[hm. Owing to
Iiindenth.thl!mnhumﬁndmhrmomingohmqu[hduj.mdthﬁgbtdthuﬁmhu becoma
ﬂimmr.r.nn,mm‘dhildumin.thmthtufﬂm!m The tulip in the garden haa been
Mwithgrhf.mﬂthmnghmmwforhiudmththarmhut-mafitunlshh(peuh}. while
hyscinth has tured pale as straw. The day of his divine unioa (death) was the 6th of Mubarram,
pmphmn:ggdintuduhﬂwhenthuchmnmmhuﬁadudﬂthumrt I found aygrieved
all souls that existed on the earth, say ‘ aggrieved soul’ ¥ uls is the chronogram of Bahi-
dur Shah.
The chronogram (& ol vields the date 1094 H. (1682 A.D.).

THE BILINGUAL INSCRIPTION OF QUTBU'D-DIN FROM RASOLEHANJI MUSEUM,
JUNAGARH

By G. Yazpast

Tﬁiuaﬁrﬁmm.&iﬁdhymainth&ﬂp@mpﬁa Indo-Moslemica for 1935-36. As the
name of the king with his father’s name, Bul}inﬁughn'damnhinﬂubnmmtd Shih is clear in the
inm:ipﬁbn,mdthahthng;iﬁngﬂmyurmblnrmdinthaimnr‘rptiomlubhtl sssigned the
record to the Ebalji king of this name. Recently Dr. Abdulls Chaghtai has brought to my notice
o readiug of the inscription, previously published in the Indian Antiquary for 185, p. 183. In
ﬂwht;hrrjonmal-t.haymufthainmiption. as given by Major Watson who edited the insorip-
tion, is 862 H. As this date tallies with the year given in the Sanskrit version of the inscription,
[ agree with Dr. Abdalla Chaghtai that the inscription belongs to the reign of Sultin Qutbu'd-Din
Ahmad ufﬂnjmt,whuruled&umﬂﬁﬁtoﬁﬂﬂ.; and mot to Sultén Qutbu’d-Din Ebiljl, as pre-
viously suggested by me.

Dr. Abdulla Chaghtai has further accepted Major Wataon's reading of the word &la& in
the first line of the inscription. ) & ol &F Gy . althongh from the inked rubbing which
mnup]iﬁndtama,lnﬁlhnﬁum Mwhichhuhmmd:trumﬂnhthrthwrd appears
tobe e sndnot e (VidePL XXXV, ELM., 1956-30)

IDENTIFICATION OF TWO HISTORICAL PERSONAGES MENTIONED IN THE MUSLIM
INSCRIPTIONS OF AHMADNAGAR
By €. H. BHAIRH, QuUETTA
In his note on &n inseription to be found on & tomb opposite to the tomb of Bayyid $ahib,
Newdisa Road, Ahmaduagar, published in Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica (Supplement), 1933-34,
pp- 8-10 (Plate IV), Dr. Nizim says i—

“ The name of Ghalib-Ebén, whuhuidmhﬂdhdyannginaﬁght,dmmwh
bnohmhintuq,minit.punibhtnmﬁaine:mﬂ?m war in which he was killed .
According to Sayyid ‘All Tabifabd, the suthor of the celebrated Burhin-i-Ma’dthis,

pmlﬂdd!h.inmfudhiuﬁgm, Vol. L., p.4), st the time of the conquest of the fortreases

‘MhﬁWmmmwummanmwumﬁ
rthhhihmdhﬂ.;hﬂamtﬂhlﬂ-u.lnfmmsmﬂ. .
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of Ausa aud Udgir (956 H./A.D. 1547-48) u Sardir of Ahmadnagar Court who displayed
remarkable feats of hravery on the occasion was “ Ghalib Kban, the Foreigner, known as Surkh-
righ (Redbeard)”.
The author of the Tdrikh-i-Shikabi (translated into Hindustini, and printed and published
at Ahmadnagar in 1305 H, under the title of Muzhdg-i-Ahmadnagar in two parts) mentions the
name of @billib Eb#n among the Sardirs of note who accompanied the Nizam Shih of Ahmad-
nagar in the battle of Tilikota; 972 H./A.D. 15641
Under the headivg * An Account of ‘Ali ‘Adil Shih's expedition against Ahmadnagar and its
results ', the trauslation of the Burhdn-i-Ma'athir has the following statement ? ;
“All Adil 8hith retreated from place to place in order to escape the invaders and was per-
petually on the march. When the allies reached Bijipur, several of the amirs of Ahmadnagar
such as ‘Indiyntullih, who was the vakiland pishos, Farhid Khian, Ghalib Ebin Kimil
Ebin.....................carried fire and sword even to the glacis of the fort, slaying many of the
Bijapiir army.”

Further, under the headlpg of the propesed union of Bijapur and Ahnadnagar rulers to subdue
Tufal Kban, which terminated in strife and enmity, the same hook records thus - # ;

*.One day, as Maulinid ‘Iniyatullah, who was now vakil and pished, Farhid Ebin, Kimil
Kbdn, Ghilib Kbin and other officers of the army were going nbout the fortress of Bijapiir
to view it, the garrison left by ‘Ali ‘Adil Shiih to defend the fortress suddenly attacked them,
and a desperate battle ensued, in which very many of th: army of Ahmadnagar wers slain,
muny elephants were captured.......... When the remnants of the defeatad irmy reached
its camp, Kbiinzah Humiyiin rotreated to Ahmadnagar .

Now the inscription clearly gives the year 477 H. (A.D. 1569-70), the date given by the
chronogram  Sie= As ) , a3 the year when Ghalib Kbin was slain. This agrees very nearly
with Tabitabi’s account, and we shall not be, therefore, wronyg in inferring that Ghilib Kbin was
amorg those officers of Ahmadnagar army who were slain on the above ocension

In another note ou the inseription found on a stone fixed in the inner wall of Bastion No. I,
Ahmudnagar Fort, published in the Epigraphia Tndo-Moslemica, for 1933-31  (Supplement),
p. 13, Plate VLI {(a), De. Nizim writes :—

*“ This stonn upparently does not belong to this bastion as thers are no tracas of any mosque
onit. I eould not trace any reference to this Nawwih in the historical works of that period.”
Under th?' heading ¥ Bomi iy .2a of the 42nd year of the Emperor Aurangzio
* (he was born in 1027 H./ALD. 1818), ie., in the vear 1069 H.{A.D. 1659-60 ‘dlamgirnima of
Muobammad Kizim L. Mubammad Amin Munshi has the following passage,$

dfl'l [r—=={
el 3l Sl AL e O Gl i 1K sl 13 sl e ke 5
pabngh 4 O huslach 905510 5l 0m 5130 il 3 3150 93 g ceially D518
VoAl Al el g Call Caan ey il st il

4 Mughda-i-Abmadnagar, §, 32.

4 Indian Antignary, Vol. L, p. 197. It wmay be pointed vut here that the recont excellent odition of the text
of the Hurkdn.i-Aa'dehir printed at Delhi in 1036 and publishod by the Majlis-i-Makhtiat-i- Firstya, Hvderibad
{Dn.), does not possess the above prssage, which evidently was to be found In the manuscript from which Tioak.
Col. Haig made his translation, pablisbed ariginadly in the fadian Antiquary, Vols. 49, 50 and 5| and | s

form.

* Burhdn-i-Ma'athir, 436 ; Haig's Translation, Judina Autigwary, Vo, L, 108

& Biblictheea Indica Series, Ri 87, Calontta, 1565 VST, . 404,
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Further, the same book, under the heading (g o 3 0™ in the 46th year of the
Emperor's life, i.e., in 1073 H./A.D. 1663, contaius the following passage’ :—

Jpa Ehall 3 51 cmaiad 5l pe el LisL S daa] ploaddi O Juslasl qovasa 37
&l-!d:‘_jhl-u.hlil‘ 33158 el c.-lj_-r sy Qs .:....-ﬁ.- bl 3 Jelil s le-
T e R EERRRRREL o

Thus from thé first it is quite clear that in 1069 H./A. D. 1659-60 Ismi‘il Kbin (Nawwib) was
appointed to the post of Faujdar of Jilnapir, and that in 1073 H./A. D. 1663 he was holding the
post of the Qila‘ddr of Ahmadnagar.

From the inscription in question, it ia quite clear that the mosque, the building of which the
inscription records, was built iu 1083 H/A. D. 1672-73, during the regime of Nawwib Ismi'il
Kbin. It is, thus, obvious that Nawwib Isma'll Ebin was an officer of eminence from the year
1069 H./A. D. 1659-60 to, and perhaps even after, the year 1083 H./A. D. 1672-73.

Agsin, the Cambridge History of India * mentions that in December, 1692, ons Tsmd'il
Kbén Maka was uptured_with 500 horses and carried off to Gingee by the Marithis.
Whether our Nawwab Ismi‘il Ebin and the Isma‘il Ebin Maka of the Cambridge History are

one and the same is yet to be decided.

1P, 7565, .
*Vol. IV, p. £02.
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MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM PAITHAN
By Me. Syep Yusur

Paithan is situated 32 miles south-west of Aurangabad on the north bank of the Godavari
and has a long history going back to the Zndhra period, or even earlier. It served as an important
outpost and remained the sub-capital of the Andhras from the 2nd century B.C. to the 2nd century -
AD. Paithan is referred to in old literature and inscriptions. The hoards of lead and copper coins,
bearing the characteristic symbols of the Xndhras, together with several other antiquities unearthed
during the excavations' at Paithan conducted by the Archaeological Department of Hyderabad
State in 1936-37, have thrown a flood of light on the early history of the Decean in general and
Paithan in particular and have established the identity of Paithan with Pratishthina, the ancient
western capital of the Andhras.*

The strategic position which Paithan occupied was not the only pointin favour of its importance
during the earlier periods of the Deccan history. It was known to the ancients as an important
centre of bead industry and for its export through the port of Barugaza (modern Broach) of beads,
textiles and jewellery. The town continued to hold a prominent position even during the mediaeval
and Muslim periods. It witnessed the march, from time to time, of the great armies of the Ahmed-
nagar and Bijapur kingdoms, of the Mughul emperors and of the Marathis, The marriage of
Akbar's son, Daniil, was performed at this place. The Arabic and Persian inscriptions at Paithan,
which cover the reigns of Mahmid Shih Baihmani, Burhin Nizam Shih, Aurangzeb and
Nigamn'l-Mulk Asaf Jih 1 containing references to important events of their reigns, should
bardly be passed over without notice.

Apart from its historical importance, Paithan also commands an eminent position as a centre
of pilgrimage of the Hindis. On the bank of the Godavan the shrine of Ekanith, a poet-saint of
the sixteenth century, attracts about a million of pilgrims from all over India, on its yitrd day
(27th of March) each year, for which the town is considered to be the ** Banaras of the Deccan *'.
The inscriptions, dealt with in the following pages, are important for the later history of Paithan.
They have been collected from different ancient sites at Paithan and the task of deciphering and
editing them has been kindly entrusted to me by Dr. G. Yazdani, 0.B.E., M.A., to whom I owe
a debt of gratitude.

The Muslim inscriptions at Paithan are mostly in Persian and Arabie and range between
013 A.H. and 1165 A.H. Some of them show considerable elegance in the art of calligraphy, while
some could, in view of their literary merits, be classed among the best specimens of Persian prose
and poetry. There are, on the contrary, a few records which, although significant as throwing
light on contemporary events, are poot calligraphically. I give below my reading of the insorip-
tions, which have been arranged chronologically :—

The first inscription in this series is fixed on the fagade of the entrance of the Dargih of Maulini
Makhdim Husim Ahmad to the east of the town and is exposed to the inclemency of weather
for centuries. The epigraph is in two lines and records the erection of the shrine during the reign

t Annual Heports of the Archacological Depariment, H. E. H.'s Government, for 1348 and 1347 Fapll

{1926-37 and 1087-38 A. C-) Pp- 18 und 30 and p. 1, respectively.
% Vide tho authot’s article on Paithan Excavations read before the Congress of Internations] Orientalista

beld at Brussels in September, 1938, and reproduced in the INDIAN ART AND LETTERS, India Gociety,
Londen, Vol XII, no. 2.
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of Mahmiid Shih Baihmani in the month of Mubarram, 913 A.H. (1507 AD.). The letters of the
mutdh“abeenlhﬂ.dedinmw:n]plmnnditiadiﬁnulttodﬁciphuthehﬂh:tﬂﬂmimmip-
tion. Thutlhlerhmmumﬁhatﬂin.byﬂin.andiauuing{usllhufpuggnnﬂa, The style of
t:iﬁngisffﬂﬂnllnintrimtanntuenndthulnngungeia?uﬁm My reading of the inscription
in as follows :—
TEXT
Plate I (a)
fL'"' padies UY o LyY) EELA.JI.,:‘-.L- A5 uls 5050 pads doyy Syl Gl (1)
S o o i ]

Ola, . uanaa() dabud] 43 [s]1 5 G201 el priaad| plasY| Al a8 ()
[] ' AU P s (i) (1) e ) Ot 1 Laia (2) Oluninest

U 58 el 5y bdal] 5 L) i ol 2

...................................................... dwxlndelda (v)

........ o 3ol dee oy ........;ﬁ_jaliﬂJ.!.:-a.m[‘]lﬁ‘_“”“{”a_ujdi (v)
236 de oy g

WiocoonnacSlial] o8 Bl lmm co Obj GO () dam 5 25T il a5 (o)
5 B S ol 2 done 1 o 3gms ] L) S s

SRTTRRTIN & B L L D @ () Kt W ) ) (3)
................ ot Ol s 5y (%) paiy bl

1y Ao o ot
TRANSLATION

(1) The builder of the tomb of the lord, the sacred Darigr (v.e., the Dargih) of the pride of the
learned, the Crown of the Saints, Maulina Makhdim Husim Abmad Subhini—may
the Exalted God sanctify his soul | —

(2) He is the great lord, the exalted (1) lord of virtae and excellence (1) ., , -Miyan Shaikh Miyin
(1}—may the Glmz_iﬁnd God protect him | —extract of the noble family (7) of Qazi Bahfiu'd-
Din, son of the pride of the learned and the virtuous Badru’d-Din, (son of) Niira'd Din.

I LA A e A R S T TN el e | 2

(4) Nabu'd-Din (1) ................ Bahiu'd-Din “Adbu’t-Qadir, son of ,...............
son of ‘Abdu'l-Qidir, son of ................ v'd-Din, san of * Abdu'l-Qadir,

(6) Who is the most venerable Imdm and the perfect Divine of the sge—may God guard him
sgainst all adversities | —during the reign of the great king Mal‘mfﬁd Shah, son of
Mubammad Shih Baihmani—may God perpetuate his dominion | —

(6) Light of the kingdom, Tabatabs Mubammad Bek (1), son of ..., the pride of
the saints (1) servceeeeaoss.styled asthe ‘ Saviour () of the followers* ..............
during the reign of the Baihmani Sultin ..., . inthemthufﬂllllm
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MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM PAITHAN 3
Thamnn&inmﬁpﬁmmdmdiuinghﬁmmdinmndinmﬁdunlwm&mmhimn
set up above the central mikrab of & mosque, locally known as Nagar Beg-ki-Ta'lim-ki-Masjid,
situated near the south-west border of the town. The epigraph records the construetion of &
mosque by one Samdar Ebén, son of Shaikh Farid, in 999 AH. (AD. 15%0-91). The panel
measures 5 ft. 6 in, x 6in. The style of writing is Naskh of  fair order and the language Arabic
and Persian. I have deciphered the text as follows :—
TEXT
Plate I (b)
x 1
e e ali .!biiﬂlclﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁ&#wiﬂij .#)Iwﬂiﬂlr—l
Joo b e U eV dares U @l gy Jodiae 08 3 p2 F gl U e s ot bl
dlensd 9 gaaed 8 C-I e I8 M @Jaﬁﬂ;h—rhlﬁuﬂ1ﬁglhnlfﬁ
119 :
TRANSLATION
In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful, Verily the places of worship are for
God, wherefore invoke not anyone olse with God.* Invoke 'All, the displayer of miracles, {and)
thou wilt find him a help to thee in calamities, Every care and grief will vanish by thy
prophetic intercession, O Muhammad ! by thy help, O ‘Ali | 0*Ali ! This house of God has been
constructed by Kbin-i-A'zam Samdar (or Samaddar) Khén, son of Shaikh Farid. Shehdr San
999 (1598-99 A.D.).

The third inscription is fixed on a platform situated st a short distance to the north-west of
the market at Paithan. The record is in Persian, inscribed on a long slab of stone, measuring
5 fi. % 1 ft. 8 in., and written in Nasta'liy characters of poor order. The record consists of 18
lines and is interesting inasmuch as it records the death of the ‘brave horse’ of Mirzi Iraj Bahidur.
According to the inscription, the horse died during sh? latter’s camp at Paithan, while returning
victorious from the battle fought at the village of Kher in 1010 AH. (1602 A.D.) between the
Mughul and Ahmadnagar armies.

Mirza Iraj was the eldest son of ‘Abdu’r-Rabim Kban-i-Ebinin. Both father and son
marched upon the Deccan to subjugate the kingdoms of Ahmadnagar and Bijapur under &
special command of Emperor Akbar. Subsequently, during Juhingir's reign the title of ‘Shih
Nawiz Kban' was conferred on Mirzi Iraj as a mark of distinction for the splendid part he played

on the battle-field.* :
As the letters of the record have heen obliterated here and there, its decipherment has

become rather diffieult. My reading ol the inscription, however, is given as follows :—

TEXT
Plate 11

e
33 gt b
Ol e 5l 3 okl 233 33 ()

- —— ~

_Tﬂi.ﬂlrﬂl—u, Chaprer LY X I, Verse 18
2 Madthire'l-1 war, Vo simn text, Vol 1, e BHG-1%
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S de 51 jisin AI'._;:;&-B'J =il (v)
Slas ol 53 4us &y 03358 ik s (y)
BEZ s N bt S pai 2 (o)
K2 Jalt Ol dl £33 53 ()
Olsar 4. ). dic (8ic) odaill5 gt x4 ol (1)
Kin ) Son e camyd el g =5 ()
A edin I A5 55 3 et OUEL ()
A8 mosn 33 5l 5m 5150 dles b Hass o5 (4)
F 5 o1, 5yt ST iy a5 ()
G s g0 Shal U (1)
Slareliys plaT Op2 &Kt 45~ (yy)
I ol &5 OT 53 3391 ()
e &)t Aid gl g3la w33 ()
O ) g dls s Bae (46)
o L5 55 457 Uiy s5 il e (14)
Y H-”ih-‘*hlafiu‘.“ﬂ'u‘ (12)
AoV a5 2 08 3 1yt i @t (1a)

bo )l A

TRANSLATION
God is Great,
Mirzk Iraj Bahadur,
(1) A pearl 1n the ocean of sovereignty and fortune, pride of the family
(2) of great glory and happiness, out of whose hundred-petalled flower of age

(3) only sixteen petals had scarcely blossomed (i.e., who bad so far lived to the age of sixteen) ;
and in this battle

(4) whose tiger of victory had severed the trunks of many & furious elephant ;

(6) and whose majestio steed had crushed with his shoe the crowns of proud chiefs ;

(6) on the 28th of Dha'l-Qa‘da, 1010 (A.H.=20th May, 1602 A.D.) blessed with

mvmrrmﬂglmy.whihmtnmingtmmthammpaignngaimt

(8-9) the Abyssinian and Decoanj rebels, who numbereq not less than seventeen thousand with
(a foree of) four thousand cavalry, camped st the village of Kher,



Plate 11

Inscription dated 1010 H. recording the death of Mirza | raj Bahadur from the Daulatabad Bes, Paithan.
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MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM PAITHAN

(10) which was renamed as Fathibad (in commemoration of his victory), at Paithan.

(11) (Here) his courageous steed,

(12) which was the bloody erocodile in the ocean of battle, and through whose help

(13-18) (the victors) had displayed their bravery in the battls, walked off in quest of the greens
of Aden in Paradise. As'a reward of the grand performance the event has been stamped
on the age like a record on stone and hangs on the lips of men. Written on the lstof
the month of Rabi' I, 1011 (A.H.=19th August, 1602 A.D.).

The fourth inseription consisting of three sections is carved in relief on & wooden architrave
set up above the central mifirdb of a mosque, now popularly called Madir Sahib ki-Masjid, situated
almoet in the heart of the town. It measures 5° 976" and records the erection of & mosque by
the people of Paithan in Shahilr San 1020 (4.D. 1620). The style of writing is Naskh and tho
language Arabic end Persian. My reading of the text is given as follows :—

TEXT

Plate I{c)
In the righthand panel.

g .mct_,.c-.l.s?..i.s“-_-l;.‘rlai;-#,li sl o (1)

Oyt 3 il My o= Jisd ale o dad Ol ps Gq-.:,rlit&'l.:.g’ih (¢)
In the central circular disc.

b 3 Qg dams 3 Y1 a1 T ot goml AN ot

In the lefthand panel. . -
P p -
# * s #

# oy

In the righthand panel.

& FF -

] 1 & sbat (sic) 5 K 5 @l O (v)

TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of God, the Compassionate, the EIE:;{“L Verily the places of worship are for
invoke not anyone else wit ;
(2) Thi? T'-dc:uill:ﬁ;!;:;;h:s been mn.ftructmi colleotively h‘}' the faithful (i.e., the Muslims) of the
town of Paithan (in the) month of Shawwil, Srahir Smf 1020 (1620 .-!..I?.}_ :
In the central circular disc. In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. There 18 no
God but Alldb, Muhammad is His Apostle.
In the Iej!.hund pﬂnd. In the name of God, the Com

hestowed on thee & clear victory.* .
In the righth M;ﬂl_ Verily God and His angels offer blessings on the Prophet.

passionate, the Merciful, Verily we have

e nion, 21011, i 3 d carved on o granite tablet of

The fifth insoription, 2'1 % 1’1", is in Nasla liq characters and car . :

stone fixed in the si%a wall of the Chauk Gateway ut _l’mthnni The epigraph consists of three lines

of writing in verse and records the building of an edifice and an arch by Rikandar Beg, Thanidir
T

s AL Guran, Chapter LXXII, Verwe 18,
s Ibid., Chapler SLVIIL, Veem 1
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of Paithan, during the reign of Burhin Nipam Shah of Abmadnagar in 1022 A.H. (1813 AD).
The language is Persian and I bave read the inscription as follows :—
TEXT
Plate I11(a)
1P ot a2 Gl Oy Ol Aldes (y)
de dl J Oala gE LT ol 7™
Y R VU S o WP I Glgd 4 (r)
e X L I - i B | e T
R ) ps B AU s ()
bory ale R Gipbl ol b ol ste e
TRANSLATION

(1) (During the reign of) the lord of the world, the just king Burhin Nizim Shih, to whom the
fortunate Malik ‘Ambar is the second Asat;

(2) During his Thanadiri of Paithan, Sikandar Beg erected
arch which raised its head to the heavens (lit. sun),

(3) When I sought for the date of its construction, the heavens announced ‘The eye has never
seen a religious building like this’, Year 1022 (A H-1613-14 A.D.).

this picturesque edifice with its lofty

10in. % 1 ft. 2 in.) built in the west face of the Chaulk Gateway in the heart of the town. The

epigraph consists of two lines of writing and records the bequest of a property for the construc-
tion of a Hammam (or Bath) which has now ceased to exis

t. The language is Persian and I have
read the inseription as follows :—
TEXT
Plate 111(h)
On the righthand panel,

Bl Jymy dors 31 Y1 4y Y (1)
On the middle panel,

U 5 5l oM 33 d",z:)bl Ly ﬁjﬂ)d%ﬁ}ﬁﬁjﬁijﬁ&_‘ﬂ| (r)

Ao 151 352 Jole A 4T by, Uy npy Gilin AT L)
ﬂj“)&'ﬂzﬁ'ﬂ' b dansS bl MJJI}*J}JJJJ1J#|.“JJJFJSH!

pl~ (r)
Sd U]y 5455 Ay SN daa LT

L PR iyl o855

(PP Al Lad
On the lefthand panei,




Plate LIl

Lt aﬁ%&%ﬁ%ﬁ«%ﬂ&% ¢ M\ﬂmmﬁm ._

Ry ‘Auseyl
YMoyD) sy waly ¢ _._Hc:!.m
G U Hung g0 0

dussi] ()






MUSLIM INSCRTPTIONS FROM PAITHAN 1

THANSLATION

{I}Mhmgodhuthﬂih,'ﬂuhmmadin‘ﬂh&pmﬂn.

(2) Allah is the Lord of all resources. Bnuiuﬂug.molwmﬂeg.hqumhudtﬂthapmpeﬁr
hwmdnfﬂbhananﬂ:ﬂthnthamidnmmthnanﬂni his life stipulating that
out of the total income sccruing from them

(3) ‘s Public Buth shotild be built gnfl 'maintsined and the rest should be divided into two parts :
mntnhumnrnd!arthmplinn!thopmpartjmﬂthnmhnrmbadividaclmnghin
‘isdues, ‘wale and Temle,

(4) -and that the fistest;male issue be appointed trustee of this concern. 1079 (A.H.~1668-69 A.D.).

The seventh inscription is in plain Thulth characters executed on a long fawn-coloured
sandstone architrabe, imeasuring 14 ft. 10 in. X 10 in. Tt consists of & single line and is fixed on the
top of the arch of the Chauk Gateway. The epigraph isin verse and records the erection of &
house by Sanjar in the reign of Aurangzeb in 1080 A.H. (1669-70 A.D.) which date is corroborated
by ¥he chronogrem in the last hemissich. My reading of +he insariptionis as follows :—

TRET
Plate TI1(F)
oAy e ool AL o <Kiysl o Wt ol 52 (1)
un-,_,fu_,ﬂ Of gt & cale By 3 35 Ul W (r)
g o» 23 2 oS o F g G o o8 Ko (r)
o osm @ gV g p—lps Gl p—= 355 (r)
G OT SNT oKy nie 35 o Jde eslee Ll JL (o)
oo e
TRANSIATION
‘) Ditrinj e ‘reign of 'the king of the'faith, Aurdngzeb, his humble servant, Sanjar, who is the
Wais of his sge,

{2) ‘Biilt numérous ‘bulldings and ‘bequesthed them so that none may talk of their sale.
{ﬂmmmﬁmhvﬁnmﬂdﬁﬂpmmﬁm&nmdlhﬂnﬁpﬂ. .
(4) I wished the hypocrite (ill-wisher) could be blind to find out the chronogram of this building,
(5) {Wi:en} in regard to the date of its complesion Wisdom said, ‘S8anjar Beg populated
Paithan’. Year 1080 (A.H.~1669-T0 AD.).
The eighth inscription (27 ft. long) is in beautiful Nasta'lig characters, carved on 12 separate
of bladk basalt, each messiiring 2tt. 3 1n. X 9} in.. fixed to the face of a mosque, known as
Kot-ki-Masjid, near the southern borders of the town. The composer invokes the spirit of ‘Mahdi-
i-Akhir-Zamén’ for a chironogram in the 5th verse, and this seems to refer to Sayyid Muhammad
Jaunpuri, who claimed tobe the Promised Messiah. Hence it will not be unressonable to presume
thhthama&quampurhapnmuﬂintha locality for the use of the Mahdav! sect of the town.
Thnupiguphininl’ani.mvmunmmilﬁnguhi: verses written in three lines. It records the
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erection of a mosque by Sadiq Kbin in 1081 A.H. (1670-T1 A.D.) and the cltronogram oecurs in the
last hemistich. My reading of the inscription is as follows
TEXT
Plate IV(a)

OLS sl S Jlas iea Golo e 3 Gdo s Wy 35 ()

Oby (ails wii [Uhe el Ji[s] PE S e cale ey 34 g (v)

Ol s i ulk 3y d-&n# oAy IR ﬁ pesY, A= ol e 5 gla (r)

| PO - I Gl o lad] s L L RN d'c.d-,_}'a_.l'_,h a4 ()
OL AT Gdps b baies s 93 0t 5 e 32 A i (o)

bl ROF

B 2 e 93 il ) ey ol (1)

TRANSLATION
(1) This mosque was constructed for truth and purity by Sadiq
Ja'far (Sadiq) and exalted Jike (the planet) Mercury,
(2) Fountainheaa of eenerosity and bounty, master of the
master of the realm of charity, (and) a guide for ¢
(8) Asthe grandeur of its arch impressed me, [ thought it was the portal of Naughirwin's (palace).

(4) The Old Wisdom, Gabriel, retorted ‘0 unmannerly soul, this is the mosque of Aggd that has
come down to carth from the heavens’,

(5) When Intéllect songht for the year of its construction from an illumined mind, the Messiah-
like Ebizr (and) Mahds of the last nge,

(6) Replied, ‘Tmpress on its arch these two clauses —
and ‘The place of worship for the peaceful’ 1081 A.H. (1670-71 A.D.,).

Kbin, who is virtuous like (Imam)

pen and the sword,
he wise,

The ninth inseription is carved on & single granite slab {5 ft. 6 in. % 1 ft.) over the lintel of
the gateway in the heart of the town, The text consists of four verses executed in two
lines in Nasta'lig seript. It records the construction of a gate by Shaikh Farid, son of Shaikh
Hishim, Fawjdir of Paithan, in 1114 AH. (1702.03 AD.).

The language is Persian and my
reading of the epigraph is given below :—

TEXT
Plate TV (5)
.;ﬁ-::r“':-ﬁ"rr*-—"-{‘@‘ “:""'L""!'LE‘J"J-:‘H-*L'-{I}
O ey ol®s esl A E2 sl i u:.]__ (v)
oMl il 5 W Pt s
_gjrrl‘—-u! Ol -""""‘:_*ilz J;-‘.I"ci'ﬂ_;u._,h:.ﬁ_,- (rr)
Ve A




Plate IV

TR n)
LT anbeown 30y i) woly “H 1801 pawp Uongeinaasu] _._



2P|

S

1) " r - r : "... .‘ ‘.I. |
=Y N e N
. L

U 19 onbious wpes e aqt wiosg uonduuon]  (5)



MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM PAITHAN 9

TRANSLATION

(1) Possessor of bounty, glory and magnificence, Shaikh Hishim, the Commandant of Paithan,

(2) Whose celebrated son, Bhaikh Farid, constructed the gatewsy at Paithan.

(3) When 1 sought the chronogram of its construction from Intellect, the Invisible Voice said to
me,

(4) * Cut the head of the enomy with a sword and say “The old building on the esrth has been
renovated”, Year 1114 (A.H.=1702:03 A.D.).

The tenth inscription is partly in Thulth and partly in Nasta'lig, carved in relief ons wood en
architrave fixed on the top of the mikrdb of the mosque adjoining the Gateway mentioned above.
It is in one line, measuring 14 f. 9 in. by 7 in., and records the erection of & mosque in 1118 A.H.
(1706-07 AD.). The text consists of four verses in Thulth in the first half of the tablet, while, on
the other half, four verses have been carved in Nasta'lig. Unfortunately the names of the person-
ages mentioned in the record have been partially damaged. The language is Persinn and 1 have

read the text as follows :—

TEXT

Flate Via)

{lellm} -url;&-!j 3_91.1'#.!_,.-45.. b ; g!'j St "‘rr""l . (‘)

oilas U oee 355 O3 ekt 24 T Ol (¥)
{uiu..m) 3lj W25 2w P e U ol s S E_JE_; - ()
e s s 18 Sl P e 225 M gk (e)
[3]l Sk =3 Olsr 3 Ol e el 2213 e ()
() o s oF out ot sl b oam ob OB ()
diiile g 9 g At O Azilsy o 20 d 3 ()

et 12 J5 ) cads 3,5 Ol et ST s o) 3[5]12 5 (a)

TRANSLATION

(1) (He) who erected the mosque for the sake of God was godly and his name was Bhah. (Allih,
the Eternal).

(2) A thousand praises be for his sublimity | —may he live long with prosperity 1

(3) To remember its date of the Hijri era add eighteen to one thousand and one hundred (1118
AH.=1706-07 A.D.). (Allih, the Healer).

(4) By the grace of God the mosque Was completed—may Divine favour and benediction be on
the Prophet !

(5) He had a son, pamed Mohammad ....coescmerees , young, promising and humble,

(6) Who assisted him whole-heartedly (as) God inspired him for this work. (Alldh, the Sufiicient),

(1) Both of them, as one, undertook the work (and) erected this pretty, novel, mosque.
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(8) This mosque was inaugurated by Diid who worked with all his heart and was gratified (in
return),

The following three inscriptions carved on a rough granite, appear on the detached tomb-
stones kept in the courtyard of Hatai's mosque near the western border of Paithan. Oue of them,
measuring 3 ft. 2in. x 2in,, is in Arabic and commemorates in 1001 A.H. (1592-93 A.D.) the death
of one Muhammad Biqi who is mentioned as a martyr in the epigraph.

TEXT
Plate VI (a)
In the top panel,
B Rt PP (I T P11 I (1)
All round the central square panel.
b A% N e cdiy (1)
pedl CAT) 5 @lind) g2 ()
st F @l Joni (o)
PN e 38l OF 131 (o)
Central square panel. '

TS 5 Al 3 el ey 3 O Luds o B (4)
In the lower rectangular panels,

Claal @l Juw S gad 19955 Yy (o-n)

"OR ppty Ae olia] B
To right and left of the above,

A e A 55l (FU dema o) g tt) diad] Ll debdl e (9= y0)
andld| W s B sl 3 (yy)
[ XX Alu (3) wlly) 5 ai2 (yy)
TRANSLATION
(1) God is He, than Whom there is no other god : (He is) Most Compassionate and Mercifult,
(2) I travelled to the Munificent without provision,
{3) Devoid of good deeds and a good heart :

(4) The carrying of provision is the worst of all things,
() When one has to travel to the Munificent.

(6) All that is on earth is destined to perish but will abide {for ever) the Face of thyImrdEWhﬂiH]
full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour®.

¥ AL-Quriim, Chupter LIX, Verso 22,
* Al-Quran, Chapter LLV, Verses 26.97,

* Al-Qurin, Chapter I1, Verse 164. But the latter partion of the verse has buen wrongly replaced of
Ch. 111, Verss 185, ing



(6) Inscription on another tomb in the

same mosque, Paithan.

(@) Inseription on a tomb in Hata'i's mosque, Paithan.
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MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM PAITHAN 11

(7-8) And speak not of those who are glain in the way of Allih : ‘they are dead’. Nay, they
are living and provided by their Lord!.

(9-10) On the Glorious. . .....ccxeo-- The virtuous and oppressed martyr, Mubammad Béqgi,
dated 1001 (A.H.=1592-93 A.D.).

(11-12) God blesses him who recites Fatija and pardons him and his parents. 10..(A.H=
15..A.D.).

mmwﬁpﬁmh&hmhmbﬂdnnnmhu{m.MEn.x1&.11in.
It contains Persian vemses apd quotations from the Qurdn. The epitaph records the death of one
Hasan Beg in 1011 A.H. (1602 A.D.). The Persian text is written in Nasta'lig characters while
the Arabic one in Thulth. lh&ﬂ:ﬂﬂbhﬂimﬁpﬁﬂﬂlﬂfﬂ“ﬂﬂ:—

TEXT
Plate V1 (b)
On the top.
o el o WY B ()

hﬂdm&mﬂﬂﬂmﬁm

s Gl 7 ) ches A Wil g7 5 e aes 2d (r)

2 N e ¥ g oWl s S NS ()
Iﬂﬁﬂpﬂndlhrigﬂdn&hﬁqﬂhrmngh.

O[] sl o 348 ST gy spds a3l (o)

1. gD 9 ST el oot Wos gU s bo(e)
In the central square.

5 Bl 35 iy ary G 9 OV e 2 B Jo Akl dome ()
In the rectangle. E
il o) Al ot ()
i) o 1) 3 3l B ()
sl i B Ol & demy G |skim ¥ (4)
o) pad) ga & b Laten (r+)
In the bottom panel.
&&\,ﬁﬂ(z)asga_-uf ............. Layy e g ale gl AU 53 (1))
.........".—‘-r._}u'»_:.j:-:..nﬁ

TRANSLATION
(1) God is He, than Whom thers is 2o other god : (He is) Most Compassionste and Merciful.!
(2) O Thou, all life has emanated from Thee, the insignificaut dust (i.e., humanity) has received
and vitality from TFhee.
1 Bee footnote 3 on p. 10 sbove.
% Bee footnote 1 on p- 10 sbove.

* See footnote 2 on p. 10 abuve.
t Al-Quran, Chapler XXXIX, Verse 53.
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(3) Thmut.nnttihmrunu,mrinmymlllmﬂm:
Thy Being is not susceptible to any form whatever, -
(4) That which is not accessible to any change is Thou ;
That which is Imperishable and Immortal is Thou,
(5) Wumul]murt.llnndﬂtarnjbyiuonlyfur'fhu: mnnmiﬂmdﬁhqlnﬁ&mﬁtyhmly
for Thee. :
(6) Muhammad, Fatima, ‘Al All that is on earth is destined to perish but will abide (for ever)
the Face of thy Lord (Who is) full of Majesty, Bounty and Honou.t

(8—10) Bay: O My servants who have been transgressing against their souls ! despair not of
the Meroy of Allih, Who forgiveth all sins ; verily He is Forgiving (and) Merciful®,

(11) On the 10th of the month of Muharram, 1011 (A.H.-30th June, 1602 A.D) ..............
Mirzi Hasan Beg (T) Lashkar-i-A'lR passsd into the mercy of God...........

The thirteenth insoription is carved on a stone tablet, measuring 3 ft. 7in. % 1ft. It contains
Persian verses and quotations from the Holy Qurin executed in Nasta'lig letters and reconds the
death of a noble, whose name is omitted, in 1351 A.H. (1642 A.D.). The inscription has been
read by me as follows :—

TEXT
Plate VII(a)
In the top panel.
pemAl Gl @l ay ()
Sy ¥ gl ol Q) a (y)
In the central square.
o N [ S gl gl e ad ()
In ﬁapﬂnﬂ:mﬂuﬂﬁemﬁdqﬂam
Sllen gy g2 by A L ol Jaiglas (~)
O Loy g8y 1y cylae & Loalss celit |y duns (o)

fnlﬁu.?ﬂpaudumkrﬁemﬂnﬂmmm

Ols A5l Glymey (4)
Below the second panel noticed above,

1 oo ) daeml| ;_;5 e ala &J,_JBJ-‘ {L)

A2 el Ga cany (a)
THANSLATION
(1) In the name of God, the Compassicnste, the Mercifyl,
(2) He is the Lord, Everliving, never to die.

! Fide footnote 2 on page 10.
* Al-Qurin, Chaptor XXXIX, Verse 51,
',H-MHI- Verse 13,
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MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM PAITHAN

(3) Help (comes) from God and a speedy victory ; 80 convey this good news to the believers®.
(4) O God, by Thy Self without compeer, (and) for the sake of the lovers of the Sun of Thy

Graoe,

(5) Let Muhammad be our intercessor and Thy Guidance our Leader in our journey (of life).

(6) By the humble prayers of the virtuous .......s00
(7) On the 14th of the month of Dhu'l-Hajjs, 1051 (A.H.=16th March, 1642 A.D.)
(8) Passed into the mercy of God.

The fourteenth inscription is in the Dargih of Hazrat Bayyid B
Paithan. Measuring 4 ft. 9 in.x 1 ft. 9 in., it is carved on a rough granite.
tions from the Quran in Thulth letters followed by an epitaph in Persian
recording the death of one ‘All Beg in 1010 (A.H.=1601-02 A.D.).

aa follows :—
TEXT

- Plate VII(b)
In the top panel.
O XU L) o»

In the upper rectangular panel.
"l 3 ) 9 dlys ansy G 3 OB lehe 2 8

In the lower rectangular panel.

a,m&,mmujrdq-:;ﬁuéqusuﬂm c'i..‘-;_;;.'ﬂ'p 13 o
Sl Y oale oM
' pakaadl all

L L

J‘jhrhiljﬁij._f-j‘ﬂjﬁl;h—“ i-}-;rcd

In_the panels round the upper reclangular panel.
clas il s Ol

Olis Ay U il et Ol ogls cell 5l
To right of the lower rectangular panel. .
R P TS e 7 M $3,5 sy 45 2l
Talqid'mhwrmﬂguh:pmd.
U g cslis by de Sl dy iy b ol
In the lowest panei.
oSy e Oliuy &5 o1 35 i

Gaedt Ay A5 s &G

(1)
(r)

(r)

(=)
(o)

(%)
()
(»

In the small rectangular panels above the lowest ponel. .
(8) i) ks oS3 45 (30 = 9)

13

a'adat, situsted in the east of
It begins with quota-
verse, in Nasta'lig characters,
The text has been read by me

IMMLH.‘FWH.
* Vide footnote 1 on page 12.
® Al-Qurin, Chapter II, Varse 255.
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TRAXSLATION

(1) He is the Lord, Everliving, never to die.

(2) All that is on earth is destined to perish, but will abide (for ever) the Face of thy Lord (Who
is) full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour!,

(3) Throne Verse.

(4) O Lord, by Thy Self, without compeer, (and) for the sake of the lovers of the Sun of Thy
Grace ;

(5) By the light of the prayers of the recluses and the humble prayers of the virtuous |

(6) (Also), for the sake of (the light of) faith Thou hast Thyself granted so kindly ; do not for-
sake us in the wilderness on the day of resurrection.

(7) Make Thy Guidance our Leader in our journey (of life) and let Mubammad be our intervessor.

(8) Wisdom said to me, ‘Bustin *Ali Beg has verily achieved great and sacred martyrdom’.

(9) 1010 (A.H.=1601-02 A.D.).

(10) Written by the sinful Khalafu'n-Nadhir (7).

The fifteenth inseription is carved on a granite tablet (1 ft. 9 in. % 1 ft. 2 in.) fixed on the
top of the mifirdb of the Jimi* Masjid at Paithan. It is dated 1136 A.H. (1723-24 A.D.) containing
the first Muslim creed in J'ughrd in the top panel and the name of the scribe, Muhammad Nizimu'l-
Mulki, in Naskh letters, in the lower panel. It is a good specimen of calligraphy and the seribe,
Muhammad, seems to have enjoyed the patronage of Nizgimn'l-Mulk on account of his excellent
penmanship ; hence his styling himself ‘Nigamu'l-Mulki’ or a servant of the Nigamu'l-Mulk. I
give below my reading of the record :—

TEXT

Plate V ()
G gy s S YL Y 50 il (y)
S Pl Ao 4y (r)

11T Al
| TRANSLATION
(1) The best of prayers is “There is no god but Allih, Mu

hammad is the Prophet of Allih’,
(2) Written by Mubammad, Nizgamu'l-Mulki,

1136 (A H.=1723-24 A.D.).

The sixteenth inscription is carved on a small granite tablet (1 ft, 2 in. % 8 in.), fixed over the
door of a small chamber adjoining the east enclosure wall of the Dargih of Hagrat Sayyid
Ba'idat. It consists of three lines of writing in Nas

talig style and gives the date {1165 A.H.)
possibly of the construction of the chamber,

I have deciphered the inscription as given below :—
TEXT
Plate ¥(c)
piaAl el Bl et ()
N &Gl ey ()
LA e die

TRANSLATION

(1-8) 1o the name of God, the Merciful, the Com

passionate. The house of the dervishes is the
dmr“yuf the Bountiful Allsh, 1105 A.H. (1751-52 A.D.).

' Fide footnote 2 on page 12,

£
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TWBMWGFTHEMPEHDD FHOHMSTAE
< o) By Mz. Q. M. MoNEER

The two epitaphic inseriptions in Arabicy, impressions of which are reproduced in the accom-
panying plate (VIIla and b), come from the obscure village of Haldarva in the Choranda Sub-
Division of the Baroda State®. Their main interest lics in the fact that they date from the Hijra
vears 700 and 706 (1301 und 1306 A.D.) respectively during the reign of *Alin’d-Din Kbalji (1296~
1316 A.D.) who established sway over the whole of Gujarat, including the tracts of Kachch snd
Kathiawar. Though frequently raided by the Arabs since their occupation of Sind in the eighth
century A.D.,? Gujarat came under the Muslim rule only during «Alin'd-Din Kpalj's time in 1300
AD.4 The supremacy of Delhi Sultins over Gujarat continued till 1403 A.D. in which year the
independent Sultanate of Gujarat was established.

Apart from their being among the very few records of the days of ‘Alin'd-Din Kbalji so far
unearthed in Gujarat or even in North Indis, these two Arabic inscriptions are instructive for the
reason that, epitaphic ss they are in their character and purpose, they mention in & setting of
religious muthammudmmdmudpmmnfuna family, one of whom was a son and the

other a grandson of one Hasanu'd-Din who was a Khatib (or deliverer of sermons) st some Mosque.
bability that following closely on the establishment of his

This fact strongly points to the pro

sway over Gujarat, «Alin'd-Din may have settled families of Muslim divines in the rural areas of

the mewly conquered territory with the obvious object of propagating the teachings of lslim.

Haldarva where these records still survive on stone lies in porth latitude 21°54° east longitude
histories nor in any modern Gazetteer of Baroda

75°15'. Neither in the ancient contemporary
State this place finds mention by its present name and one may perhaps conclude that it was
never a place of any importance. At the present day it is a small village of about one hundred
habitations occupied entirely by a Muslim population of less than & thousand members who are
mostly illiterate cultivators. The only family with any pretence to literacy is that of the hereditary
Qiizis of the village. Though this family traces its connection with Haldarva from the days of
i miivingmmbuu!‘it.humy knowledge of the origin and
pamed in these inscriptions. The village still preservesa domed sepulchre
ch lie buried the remains of two local sainta (not known
by the names of Liin Shih and Gajar Shih and about

standing of the persons
of coarse brick and mud masonry in whi

ﬂom:nrutherlnmﬂ]whnmnfenedm 8hi
whose miraculons powers the villagers still recount geveral stories. Itisin and near this sepulchre

that the stones bearing these inseriptions are nowW preserved. The larger stone is set up in the
inner face of the west wall of the sepulchre and as neither the name of Liin Shih nor of Giijar Shih
ocours in its inscription (Plate VIIL(H)), it cannot be supposed to be the orignal component of
the sepulchre but would appear to have been brought from some other part of the village and
fized here in the wall for better preservation. The smaller stone which is fixed to the ground by
the side of a grave outside the sepulchre af a distance of about four yards from the latter also does
not seem to belong to that grave but was probably Lrought and plinted there after the sepulchre

had been built.

3 | am indebted to Janib Sayyid Niru'd-Din
4o the existence of these inscriptions.
3 Haldarva is reached by s cart track from the Palej Railway Statio

Bareda and Central Indis Kailway.
e axrlioat recorded raids into Gujarat, Kachch and Kothiawar by the Mustims tosk place both by ses and
land between 725 and 739 AD. under the orders of Juoayd, son of «Abdu'r-Rabmin, a redoubtable Umayyid
Governor of Sind. See Ray : Dynastic History of Nerihers India, Vol. L p- 9, and thie Gauiteer of Bombay Presi
dancy, Vol. 1, Part 1, p. 109, and Part 11, pp. 157-185 and 310,

& Cambridge [listory of India, Vol 111, p. 100

Husain Bibib, the Quxl of Broach, for drawing my attention

nontbcminiinldlhlmw,
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The first inscription (Plate VIIla) consists of 13 lines of writing and is catved on a grey stone
tablet, measuring 1'4" % 74" 1t commemorates the death of one Nisiru'd-Din Haji Muhammad
In 700 AH. (1300 A.D.). The language is Arabic and the style of writing Naskh of & common
type. My reading of it is as follows

TEXT
Plate VIII(a)

B gy dema S Y Y ()
ol amdl &) et (1)
Sgad| TS a5 K (p)
il Al 5 1a (o)
el At il (5)
Ve 5 &l Ay dl ()
Aot e G| el (L)
e G| e ikt o ()
Ll s Gl i (4)

G ] i 5 (42)
odl YA S ()
dadl g3 o (4y)

Ylese 4l (yr)
TRANSLATION
Line,
(1) There is no god but Allah, Mabammad is His Apostle,
(2) Intiunamg of ATIah, the Merciful, the Compassionate,
(3) Every sonl will taste of desth:,
(4) This is the grave of the slave, the wealk,

sm:mu-m.v.m = o




Plate VIII

ra0uid ouIvs o wodj "HIOL
pasep uonduosuysapouy  (9)

g ¥posRg VOIRAICI-qNS TPUTIOYD)
eswp[v}] Woiy "HQOL PSP uondudst]  (2)
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(5) the indigent, the martyr, who bopes for
(8) the mercy and forgiveness of Allah,

(7) Nasiru'd-Din Haji Mubhammad

(8) son of Khafib Hasanu'd-Din......

(9) May God forgive him and his parenta
(10) and all the Muslims |  (He) died

(11) in the night of Monday the first

(12) of the month of Zi'lga‘da

(13) of the year seven hundred.

This date of the Muslim era corresponds to the 9th July, 1301 of the Christian era.

The text of the second inscription (Plate VIIIb) consists of 16 lines of writing and is carved
on & grey stone slab, measuring 29" x9}". It records the death of one Badru'd-Din Ahmad in
706 A.H. (1306 AD.). The language is Arabic and the script Naskh of a common type.

TEXT
Plate VIII(b)
Bl gy daves Bl Y1 AN Y (1)

wan )l gon B et ()
cogall 1S 5 F (r)
dunll 55 |aa (o)

i) cismall (a)

iy dl 217 (A)
danl ppall 54 &1 (=)
ot Ao o (A)

...... Al e ki (4)
aallgly & &l 22 (1))
giakeeall azd 5 (14)
ad g Jdy (hr)

G sl ()

o o=y Gie)

ain N @3lam (y0)

Mlane 3 Ue (37)
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TRANBLATION

Line,

(1) There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the Apostle of Allih
(2} Tn the name of Allih, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
(3) Every soul will taste of death?.

(#) This is the grave of the slave,

(5) the weak, the indigent,

(6) the implorer for Divine Mercy,

(7) Badru'd-Din Ahmad,

(8) son of Muhammad, son of

(9) Ehatib Hasann'd-Din. ... .

(10) may God forgive him and his parents

(11) and all Muslims !

(12) (He) died in the night of

(13-14) Thursday, the 22nd of

(15) Jumads IT of the year

(16) seven hundred and six (29th December, 1306 A.D.).

SOME INSCRIPTIONS FROM JODHPUR STATE, RAJPUTANA®
By Dr. A. CHacrTir

Bometime ago I visited certain places in the Jodhpur State where I noticed a large number
of Muslim inscriptions of historical importance and subsequently drew the attention of Rao
Bahadur K. N. Dikshit, then Director General of Archaeology in India, to their publication. Hs
asked me to edit the records for the Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica and was also good enough to obtain
for me estampages of these inscriptions by arranging with the Government Epigraphist for
Muslim Inscriptions and the authorities of the Jodhpur State. T am obliged to the Government
Epigraphist for Muslim Inscriptions as well as to the authorities of Jodhpur State for their
courteous help in this direction,

Of the fortyone inscriptions incorparated in this article one come from Ladniin, sixteen from
Didwiina, four from Jalor and twenty from Nagaur, They are mostly in Naskh or Nasta'lig
characters but in some cases the script is most inartistic and shows the ignorance and carelessness
of the scribe. They cover a long period of about 530 years ranging from 723 to 1253 A.H. (1223-
1837 A.D.) and have been arranged in chronological sequence under the names of the places to
which they belong.

Lidnian
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was bult while Malik Dailan was the Deputy Administrative Officer there. He was the Mir-i-
Shikdr (Head of the Hunting Institution) of Sultdn Firiz* and had accompanied the Sultin on his
expedition against Bhamsu’d-Din of Bengal.® The text reads as follows :—
TEXT
Plate I X(a)

o) A7 G QL) Ol Osples dps 33 QA3 @S A ple s e (1)

ks e (9) Gl G Al db bl eyl O o a8 ikl sl (r)
alle
dors plins 5Y g ol O LW gl A adl) et 5,0 e W (¢)
Bilars 5 gt 3 B ake el 3 0 gLl o gl S sy a-das jap (r)
TRANSLATION
(1) The building of the Masjid Jimi* (the Congregational mosque), after being desolated, was
built in the reign of the august monarch of the age, confident of the help of the Compassionate,
(2) Abuw'l-Muzaffar Firiiz Shih as-Sultin, during the administration of Malik-1-Maldka'sh-
Sharq Kibak (1) Kbis Dailin Sultini,
(3) Deputy of the Malika'sh-Sharq Shamsu'd-Daula wad-Din Ilyds Dailin, by order of the
great Commander-in-Chief Muhammad,
(4) Firoz of Dhansur, on the 27th 7i’1-Qa‘dah of the year 772 (AH.=12th June, 1371 AD.)
Didwiina

The town of Didwina, $7°24’ N and 74°35' E, is the headquarters of the Didwana district in

the Jodhpur State, about 130 miles from the city of Jodhpur. It is a place of antiquity and tradi-
tion avers that its old name, long before the advent of the Muslims, was Doudwanak. It changed
hands many times : it is known to have been formerly under the Chauhin kings of Sdmbhar and
stbsequently under the sultins of Delhi and the Mughul emperors. Eventually it came under the:
joint possession of J odhpur and Jaipur State till it was finally soquired by Maharija Bakht

J
Singh of Jodhpur about the middle of the 18th century. Sixteen inscriptions belong to Didwina

and they are given below in chronological order :—
INSCRIPTION No. 2
On the milrib of the mosque adjoining the post office at Didwiina is an oblong inseription,
o 8767 % 0", in two lines. It records the construction of the mosque on the 10th of
Mubarram, 779 AH.(19th May, 1377 A.D.) by H&ji bin Muhammad-an-Nassdj who is not otherwise
known to history. The word gl (lit. 8 weaverord maker of armours) inscribed against his
name seems to suggest that he was not a man of note in the public eye but & craftsman and &

devout Muslim. The insoription reads as follows i—
TEXT

Plate 1X{b)
il damy .Ji cu'u-!l u..ig-l-;l-" -'J,-I'-H -"-l:l-—*-u | lIl+-id‘;-“ll Jﬁi_’n‘a_hl_’ﬂlm {‘}

iglants 9 e 3 g3 Al pedl 2 AW Eol g gl s i 2l (1)

* Tarikh-i-Firiz Shaki by ia Baranl, Persian text, p- a2, W 4
'8 Parikh-i-Firis S4ah3 by Shams Siri s Afif, Persian text | Ind.), pp. 1156-117.
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TRANSLATION

(1) By the grace of Allih and Divine guidance, the humble slave soliciting the merey of God,
(2) Hajji, son of Mubsmmad @i-Nassdj, (the weaver) ordered the construction of this mosque
on the tenth of Mulurram, year 779 A H. (19th May, 1377 A.D.).

INSBCRIPTION No., 3

In the Shaikhon-ki-Masjid there is a Persian insetiption in two lines in Naskh characters in
telief. The inseriptional slab measures 4°10° %107 and assigns the construction of the
o one Tatr Khan (1) Khablas (lit. a baker) in 779 AH. (1377 A.D.) in the reign of Sultdn Firiz
Shah. The name of the builder is not clearly readable but from his profession recorded in the
epigraph he seems to have been a well-to-do Khabbis (or baker) of religious sentiments. 1 have
read the inseription as follows :—

TEXT
Plate X117 (b)
42 Ul ol &l Ll ol L Jas ALl gl UL sy A= 33 (y)
Ala] i)
Ahe S (5) OL 5B 5850 cany (1) 5isel HE F iy e & 25 (v)
flae 3 e 3 T

TRANELATION

(1) During the reign of the king of the Musalmins, Abu'l-Muzaffar Sultin Firiz Shih—may
God raise his dignity and diffuse his obligation all over the universe :

(2) Tatir Kbén (1) Khabbiz (lit. & baker), the sinful slave, hopeful (1) of the mercy of the
Providence, constructed this mosque in the year 779 (A.H.=1377-78 AD.).

INSCRIPTION No. 4

To the west wall of the Band (closed) Masjid at Didwina is fixed a stone alab (3'6" % 1'2") ins-
cribed with Naskh letters in relief, The ingcription is in Arabic prose, in four lines, and mentions
the construction of a mosque in 786 A H. (1384 A.D.) by one Kabir, son of Kbwijagi, son of Minhi-
jan-Nasibi, about whom nothing is available in any contemporary records. The text reads as
follows ;—

TEXT

Plate X (5)
oL AR ) Ol s 3 W ead] e ke B ()
A AT Gl il diadl Al 4l b 5 B Tl Tl SSUL (v)
U3 g A 1 el O s et g o Solss ()
(%) le2 975 e Ll 5 i3 3 o e ()



Plate X

~aye)d FwTs 24 urol} *HGER PP uondussu] (#

g .:.:f_unﬁ ‘puRMpI(] Woay
*H F611 PP qUyS prunuryniy jo uondusu]  (v)
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TRANSLATION
(1) Thnbd&in;dthhmuawu@nﬂﬂuﬂngthﬁuipdlhmdﬂmtd the help

of the Merciful, Abu’l-Mugaffar Firiz Shih
{ﬂn&lﬂhﬁmﬂyn&dpmdyim&umkqdﬂﬂhmﬂinm&n to have recompenss

humﬂim.byﬂuhumhhudwukﬂnw'ﬂnhlr.md
Rabl'l,

INSCRIPTION No. b

hthn&yyidﬁn-ﬁmuiiﬂmmdwimiu?mimimuﬂpﬁoninpminthmﬁn& The
soript is crode Thulth in relief. The insoription slab 9°3"% 1’1" snd ascribes the
construction of & ptaﬂynnﬂthnnit:ywuﬂot]}idﬂmto E]Jin-i—ﬁ.‘pmﬂujihidmninBHJLE.
(1436 A.D.). History tells us that the Ebidn-i-A'zam held sway over Sambhar, Didwins and
Hu-ainlnnlupauhpﬁnci ity whilst his naphnw,ghlmlﬂhin : i
Thnnitydm&winlmmmunﬂadhya wall pierced by six gateways. ~Some words of the
inscription have weathered but an effort has been made to fill up the gaps. 1 read the text as

TEXT
Plate XI (¢)

3 Ly 45190023 diead sleam 9 Sl el enles 5[] (1)
WL pls Ol dabme plans QUL 5 plast 05[] (r)
Llild o o) e [P ags g 0ls paaanns (r)

by the order of) the Ebin--A‘gam and Kbaqan-i-Mu'aggam Mujihid
ymdqmofhinliiamﬂmh ...... haampmpumua!—inthmmhnlmu‘ﬂ,

INSCRIPTION No. 6
hnnﬁudlm&tdtyulmdﬂuwufpuﬂﬂinlnimﬂuhrmudmmddbr.
dtywlﬂphrouﬂhyﬁzgnmru,uk.,ﬂlgmﬂm&imdmwpuﬂm
Mmuﬂn@mﬂm&mndﬂm.'ﬂhmnﬁﬂm A mosque at Didwins
Wwﬂﬁwwu?n@ﬂﬂpﬁmhpﬁhﬁﬁmmm' i

i udmp.inuimdaywﬂlmhhnmninnmminmmu%m_]
mmmau@*ﬁnmm.wwﬁmdﬂhﬂmwumwhu
a younger dmﬂh.thauﬂﬂdthﬂMdmhﬂﬁpﬂﬂthﬂﬁm
Thaapiplphhinﬂuﬂlummmﬂmmh mthmd,mdmmrﬁ'xl'!'. Iread the text

asa follows :—
TEXT

Plate X ()
Oy (1) ad 0103 ) sban S[5] 2 [9] Sles W (4)
G‘*H‘j"ﬁﬂuhﬁdh&?&&ﬁﬂ;a (v)
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W oly 0 0ol Joiliustl Olisca of Ok dalas oy ()

B s () ‘Jur.r-‘& (»)
AT L 58 3l Sldal (sic.) LT i gl ylas” {')
[R]wwd [2] osld [4] c-_-'e'i-k-ui Ceawvadessnnis A0 T L S (1)

(2) dmgmnlaﬁmdﬂqﬁrﬁ'dﬁmmin,mn{&liht]ﬂh,

(3) son of Mujahid Khan, son of Shams Eban of Nagaur.

(4) The fief of Diijniina R T e

(5) Kighli Kb&ni and his forefathers have been ruling over it, ... ...

(6) ...s0 that.......... in the year 889 (A.H.-1484.85 AD).

INSCRIPTION No: 7

To the baok wall of the Jimi‘ Masjid at Didwina is fixed a stone tablet (3'10°x1'2%) bearing
lPﬁmﬂpﬁpﬁphinNﬂﬂ uhlrnmninraliaiinthmelinm. It.i.ninpmandapuhnftha
repairs executed to the mosque in 896 A.H. (1491 A.D.) by Malik Hizabr, the Commissary of the
town of Didwiina during the rule of Majlis-i-* Ali Firiz lban, great-grandson of the illustrious
Shams Khin Dandini who, like his brother Sultin Zafar Khan of Gujarit, carved out a small
indepmdmtmfurbimuliﬂﬂiguratthdiampﬁanufthu Tughlug empire. I have
deciphered the text as follows :—

TEXT
Plate X11 (a)
¥ {PYROR PRSP | PY P C w1 <J93 dee s termaans Gua g Il o) GEy (y)
o Ol Gy
Q35 cup WA I G ) gy, auﬁmauu@gaumh (v)
by does
ol o @) 4 Slaalis ad GASL G gs sty o oA Al ()
QUU;&-.I;.:—.&-
TRANRLATION

{1}Bythmn!lﬂih.lhsﬂmmgh.nndhythagood ..... duri the period of riilarshj
of Majlis-i-*Ali wa Mangab-i- Ma'al; (the service ufthnmmufhighu;nm::}mdhj@m} Hﬁf
Kbin, - :

(2-3) mon of Salibat khin, son of Mujahid Ebin, son of Shams Kpin of Nigaur,~mg
hmmm&hhﬂwﬁh&Mm!—-mHiubr,mnd‘u m:;
Mmﬂ-ﬁﬂmmimm“md'ﬁ%"mwmmththmhnf
Shawwil, year 896 (A.H=August 1491 A.D.),



Plate X11

“umo) o oy wiosj “Hgl [ pHYP bapyin 1 yeyg zoat4 §° wonduseu]  (g)

Tl UWS
e rrn..lu!..lf_.l.,a.iw =i it..}ﬂ..f e,

... .
ht\:q*.npr..
| B a4 2 \o!
“_l ‘._J_..kal.l..___.l ; 11.,.. ..__. fie H
Lo desis 1 g? ;i_
L A A ] ™
- ”. s M ”..“ \\-i .
w1\ P 7 TR

swummp] *pilsupy v oy wozy wwpy zoa1y jo vondudeu] - (£)
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INSCRIPTION No. 8

L fragmentary Persian epigraph in prose, measuring 11" X 7}", appesrs in the Shaikhon-ki-
H.mnlél‘-ut.]}idﬂnl. Thnmﬁptisamixtunn{mde Naskh snd Nasta'lig characters. The
inscription is dated 14th Sha‘bin, 961 A.H. (15th July, 1654 A.D.) and records the construction of
Iqumbythamrpnnﬁmdmm The name of the ruling chief has, however, dissppeared
.I-'Il‘- only his epithet ‘Badghah-i-Gbasi’ (or king-champion of the faith) is now to be seen on the
inscription slab. I read the text as under :—

TEXT
Plate XI1I (o)
[pe=P] nmAl &) et (1)

[8) Jymp) Ao 1 Y1 1Y ()

e 3d gy Al OUad S e o ()

~ ] 34 (o)
TRANSLATION .
{lllnthﬂumniﬂlih.thuﬁmifﬂl. [tha{}umpl-lliunlm}.
(2) Thmnimpdhutﬂhh,!uh.mmﬂ{hﬂh?m;hﬁ].
(3) Thumquﬂ-mﬂn&ndbnhnmnnﬁnndmm,...
4) mth‘lithuithnmmihuiﬁhl'bin, year 961 (A.H. or 15th July, 1654 AD.) in (the

reign of......)

(5) Badghah Gha(zi)-

INECRIPTION No. 9

Over the central milrib of the Takya Masjid, just at the back of the Band Masjid, at Didwiina
is & marble slab, 18]"x 11", on which is a Persian inscription, in verse, of the reign of Emperor
Akbar executed in Nasta' characters in four lines. ‘Abdu-r Rahim of Nigaur, whose non-de-
plume was Rahimi, was the composer of these verses as well as the writer of the epigraph. The
TaﬂHrani-Boz-i-Rag.ml, speaks of a poet, Rakimi, who came to India from (haznin in the reign
Ui.&kbill.nﬂithnut-iml:rohﬂ.hhthlt the soribe and composer of these verses Was the same
Rahimi. Again, Mir Muhsin, the builder of the mosque, appears to be the same Mir Muhsin Rizwi
who, as the T : 4kbgri* informs us, was gent by Akbar on an embassy to Nizamu'l-Mulk,
the ruler of Ahmednagar (Deccan), in 881 AH. (1573 AD.). The chronogram is happy and yields
the date 990 A.H. (1582-5 AD.). The text reads as follows :—

TEXT
Plats X111 (b)

5 W S AR L 3 O e AT W 3935 (1)
£ U s 3 A ST e gyl &5 gem e O ()
ﬁﬁhu:r*r-ﬁ"' ST RO S does Jle 258 (v)

11-

e
WMM#(M ltﬂj.ﬂ..}.p.lﬂ-
lwﬂﬂwmhnﬂh?d.ﬂ.pm; also Abbarnima (Persisn text), Vol. III,
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TRANSLATION

(1) Duﬁngthurdgnﬂfﬂngﬁkbu,theﬂzﬁwbj His (God’s) grace the foundation of an
excellent mosque was laid,

{2}Bytht-!llIrHubninwhu.invnﬁmg&nmmdaﬁuqﬂm;phmu{wmhipmd
wonders,

{3}Ht&uuﬁlﬁmﬂtothud:taoﬁhmmphﬁm&umnn,thaluviﬁhlgapuhruys'ltiun
pleasant place’. 990 (A.H.-1582.83 AD.).

(4) The composer and scribe of this (inscription) is ‘Abdu’r-Rahim of Nigaur, known as

INSCRIPTION No. 10

H'urthnTﬁpHuiidit-Didwimltnnﬁ.unpﬂhr which is the only remnant of a majestio
gateway that existed there somelime. To it is fixed 5 marble slab, 2'10° X 1’7", bearing a Persian
inscription in verse composed by Ni‘mstullih and calligraphed in Nasta'lig etyle by one Jin
Mubammad. It is in eleven lines and its composer seems to be the same poet Ni‘matullih Rasili
88 has been mentioned by Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Qadir Badiyiinit, The epigraph records the construction
of 8 fort by Qagi ‘Tmadu’-Malk in 1000 A.H. (1591 AD.) under the superintendence of Mirzi
‘Abdu’l-Latif of the court of Emperor Akbar, History tells us that in 984 A.H. (1577 A.D.) Akbar
was in Ajmer when Sultin Ehwija was appointed Mir-i-H3j or leader of the caravan of pilgrims
consisting of a good many pious persons some of whom including Qazi ‘Imadu’l-Mulk are mentioned
in the Akbarndma®, Mirzi ‘Abdu’l-Latif, under whose supervision the fort of Didwina was built,
was perhaps the same 'ihdu’l-hﬁtﬁlmmuhdmtolndhinm&.ﬂ. (1655 A.D.) from
reiq and with whom Akbar had read the Diwdn (of Hafig °F. Hjjiw'd-Dabls hus aleq merienrd
in his Arabic History of Gujarat one ‘Abdu'}-Latif whom he had met in 981 A.H. (1673 A.D.) and
'h,.mﬂjpgtohim,mﬂrywittjrmdhadmmhthnﬂmpewr‘. It may also be noted

TEXT
Plate X111(c)

p—tol el Gl oy (1)
S sgeme Ol 2Ll Jis i 557 Pl palss Gl 5i L5 58 ()
S pasls U ) 42 couals las e ST bl 52 Gl gl uls ()
Mo R el QBT Al @ A1 5T doms il Johe Ol gm (w)
35 spads 3 51 Ol 33 57 4G 200 L3 OT dlld) sl 56 i (o)
Uoss LT Eor Sbeas ) dls (20 CRRS G 3 oSonles i ) il (4)
35 shge printe 3 ala 3 JUS) 5 =l gs bl Le | O cible Jis 5 (L)
U asted Gl il gl e s bl QJ-‘;WcﬁlrU 42 lial 3 (A)

' Muntakhab |‘LMhMMMh’?¢Lm 24
:mvdmr.lﬂ-mmm%TMh?ﬁn.:m
* Muniafhabu't-Tawirikh by Badiylal, op. cit., Vol. II, p, 24,

¥ Arabie History of Gujaral, p. 610,
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34 5050 Oles 53 .....g.:d"g-:_,uc..if 3 gmlad) Jle Oap 25 54 J) pl= (1)

34 5 pale Olasle (ol Al ol G il 3 AR Led o Al e pimiwe (40)
dars Ola a9 &l e (11)
TRANSLATION

ﬂ}hthammdéﬂlh,thul[amﬂﬂthaﬂompuﬁmh.

(2) Duﬁngthnzdgnn{thuﬁng.thawaninrlnlﬂpduirathnt-thngudendthnwmﬂmr
be full of the breeze of his justice.

3 mxingibu'l-{luﬁ,thndignitj'ﬂthumphu—onmomtuithagﬂnderuru!h'nliigh
Mmymﬁngwhwuhhbeubﬁmmhhmdlu!—-

(4) Thnhtﬂn!king!,Jdﬂn'd-mnﬂnhummlﬁﬂhnr—mlythaninuhumbufuﬂduhl-
plummﬁugimmthnm[ﬁt.m}dhhfmml

(5) The venerable Qazi* Imida'l-Mulk, the ocean of generosity—may his name be more famous
it}thlwnllﬂthlnﬁmmmﬁthnmml—

l&}Builtt.hiumungmdimmp:hhinrb—mxmejudmjudmhanyhumthh
heaven-like fort |

)] the tcee of the empire, Mirzd «Abdu'l-Latif—msy his riches, fortuns, igni
o5 ) o P ¥y dignity

(8) This fort, whose foundation is (stable) like heaven, was completed under his superinten-
ﬁm&—myhinhighmbiﬁonba ever like this |

(9) mlmquhdd&aﬁludiummplﬁém&nmﬂldwudmm Wisdom gave out
lwmthtmyumhctdkaduiint.hwoﬂd. -

(10) hth&mrﬁngitupruiihhndszpmyumlmmn heaven and said, ‘O God,
mythnhniﬂudthinfonhumvinmﬁnml' {lmﬁ.ﬂmtiﬁﬂl-ﬂh.ﬂ.}

(11) ﬁummpmuu!bhmvmiuﬂi'mw’ﬂlhmdtha scribe Jin Mubammad.

INSCRIPTION No. 11

The Kachahsi Masjid at Didwina was built in the reign of Shih Jahin by Muhammad
Sharif, better known as Mubsmmad Sharif Munsbi®. He was the brother of Qabil Eban, suthor
of the Adab-i-* Alamgir, and was the Darogha of Dik (Post) and Dérw'l-Inghé (Office of Communi-
eation). ﬂnthuﬂrdbuhhamquﬂh:Puﬁminmﬁpﬁuninﬂmudpminuvmlim. The
style is Nasta'liq in relief the execution of which is crude and careless®, The chronogram ‘Az Khatm'
mommplaﬁnn}ﬁunurﬂnsinmﬁhhﬂnﬁyialdﬂhtym 1048 A.H. (1638 A.D.) which corresponds
tnthqalamﬂlugndyuruiﬁhihhhinghminthupi;uph. The inscriptional tablet messures
a'xl‘b':ndthutubrumuhunn:—

TEXT

& Jda= ! dos 31 Y1 ALY (4)
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AL OIF cale Ol (8i0.) 212 OLj 55 (y)
AL Olsdy Osp g dovs T a2

ol e T 5 et gl s (r)
Are A BT A2 Qe 42 ek gilay Hl

de 2 gis WL a2 OT T L] (o)
AR 2 s W Ol g I as

Shas a0 JL* LT o 51 (e)
A4 0S5 05 O b iy 3 s

11 A 39 0l A2 LT0s s 3] Olpa oLt SLasY =3 (1)

......... con S e 550 0y pldal 5l (L)

TRANELATION

(1) There is no god but Allih, Mubammad is His Prophet. O Opener.

(3) Inthe reign of Shih Jahan, the matohless lord of the happy conjunction, this unique
mosqus, brilliant like Parsdise, was built.

(3) The bud of the garden of the Islamic Law became fresh on account of the water of his
justion ; the thorn of injustice disappeared sinoe the king came to the throns.

(4) (By the divine decree) ? thnmlmh]mmmdmhglmmmun, the unique mosque
was built during the reign of the king.

(5) The words * 4z KRalm * yield the date of the Hijra era of the Prophet (i.e., 1048 A H.=1638
A.D.); I have acceptad the religion of the Prophet with heart (and) soul.

(8) By the order of king Shih Jahin this mosque was completed in the month of Farwardi,
eloventh regnal year, under the superintendence of the humble servant of the court, Muhammad

INSCRIPTION No, 12

An insoription tablet, measuring 67" X 6, is let into the back wall of the ‘Idgah, but it records
the reconstruction of a mosque by Mirsi Mubammad *Arif in 1075 A.H. (1665 A.D.)'in the 8th
regnal year of Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir. The epigraph is in Persian prose in tw lines, and the style
of writing is crude Nasta'lig. Nothing is known about the Mirzi in contemporary records of history
but the next epigraph (PL XI(a)) does shed some light on him : he was & pious and learned man,
huuingdwthu%byhmhﬂdmtﬂh“bﬂﬂﬂlmblamﬁhhmﬂ Didwéna.
The text is given below :—

TEXT
Plate XIV (b)
s et of Aol Sl sl s &1 Y] WY rAl e ) &l (1)
o533 ealy plualy Ay L0 Al
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I Gl el ey pld by o 3l s el e a0 (¢)
Inlﬁnlqﬂﬁmdmmnrpandt'nﬁrwﬁm
A ale Gl oisl 5 Wle ol 3 53 (r)

TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Merciful, the Compassionate. There is no god but Allih,
Mubammad is His Prophet. On the first of the month of Shawwil, year 1075 Hijri (17th April,
1665 A.D.), under the supervision of the slave of the court,

(2) Mirza Mubammad ‘Arif, the reconstruotion of the mosque was completed by the grace of
Allih, the Most High,

(3) during the reign of Shih ‘ Alamgir Bidshih Ghid, 8th (regnal) year.
INSCRIPTION No. 13

Inside the fort of Didwana, the Band Masjid has another inscription, 5'117%8%, in three
lines, on its back wall. It is in crude Nasta'lig characters and records the reconstruction (of a
mosque) by Mirzd Muhammad *Arif poticed in the previous epigraph (Plate XIV (b)) in 1076 AH.
(1665 A.D.) in the reign of Emperor Aurangzeb. Although this epigraph speaks of the recons-
truction of some building and says nothing clearly as to what was rebuilt afresh, a tradition of the
Prophet recorded in the last line tends to hint that the building referred to was & mosque. The
text reads as follows :—

TEXT
Plate XI (a)
Y dny @l Y4 Y O a2 &l gy dera il Y1 1Y o pa ) gl @l o=t (1)
gy 8 PRIV Taames O Ag2l 3 [‘J] dls 2
G ol Jle elssly xSl 5l o) iyl dams il AN il 42 53 (r)
i)l ale OTAN Ll Wl oSl sl plainl gladll gt $ 5= Jl
sl Ol 5
GWI A o o Eol F AN JWi B gl A2 I Gyle dems Uip ()
salal] 85 o0 O Dl gl A Al Flgr ot 9 A PN g e A=
0 T giled HWI B (g Faanie
TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allsh, the Merciful, the Compassionate, There is no god but Allih,
Mubammsd is His Prophet. I testify that there is no god but Allih : He is One without =
pnmmdlmtﬂyt.hnnulpmmdhﬂisumnt and His Prophet.

(2) During the reign of Abu'g-Zafar Mubayyu'd-Din Muhammad Aurangzeb Bahidur ‘Klamgir-
Badshah ‘Al mmmmmmdamnymwmudm,m Most High,

(3) the great Mirs Muhsmmad ‘Arif, the asylum of learning and honesty, the knower
dmmh,thWWmHmm-lmmwﬂﬂhuWM1 Written in the
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beginning of the month of Jamid (Jumids) II, year 1076, one thousand and seventysix (A.H.-
December, 1665 A.D.) corresponding to the eighth auspicious regnal year. Whoever neglects &
prayer purposely shall remain in hell for eighty puqubast,
INSCRIPTION No, 14

In thg Shaikhon-ki-Masjid at Didwina there is a Persian inscription in prose, in six lines,
measuring 1’1" 9}". It is in crude Nasta'lig letters in relief and its workmanship is not only
inartistio but careless inasmuch as the alignment and arrangement of some of the words are not
in order with the result that the last line of the epigraph is not clearly decipherable. As noticed
sbove, the title of the ruling monarch Aurangzeb has again been wrongly inscribed as priciipv
instead of ,iliJ| 4| However, the inscription seems to assign the construction of a building to
Firiiz, son of Dadd, son of Shah Bhin Miyén, and to the oil-pressers on the 22nd of Mubarram,
1086 A.H. (18th April, 1675 A.D.). My reading of the text is given below :—

TEXT
Plate X111 (a)

il ea ) B ot ()
A ) e B Y)Y B (y)

330 ) €505 01 e ) > AR sl dee 35 (p)

Glle [5] Sl JW &) ale (g5l lasly uKle (o)

3315 Gt 598 555 ey AL 5e 3 plialy 5 (o)

G oA A pus vy iy plpail (2) QUESTE gy 5 Ol .., (1)

TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful,

(2) O Opener. There is no god but: Allih, Huhnmmdilﬂill‘raphth

(3) During the reign of Abu'g-Zafar Mubayyw'd-Din Muhammad Aurangzeb Bahiddur

{ﬂ'.ﬁllrngixnidnhﬁﬁbiﬂ-mrthﬂmtﬂigﬁ Allih perpetuste his kingdom and
susetuinty I--

(6) and under the supervision and by the right of ownership of the slave of the court, Firis,
son of Dadd,

-} R Miyin, as well as of (other) oil-pressers, (the construction completed
on the 22nd Mubarram, year 1086 A.H. (18th April, 1875 A.D.), e

INSBCRIPTION No. 15

Omdthnglhﬂﬂdmdilnl,kunwnuthaﬂinmheunl.Puuinninln:ipﬁunih
gmlndﬂm,muuhdinﬂm'ﬁgchuwminnﬁdbyﬂirlfnbmadﬂm It is in nine
lines and measures 1'1" % 9", Anmdjngh&,thebnﬂdudthupuwlywmﬂmm
nubluoi&mugub.mmdmﬂrmn.:fm'hmthphnyumumh 80 called. Dindir
ninh:dbommohhuuhiahdhuqnuntmebthmughonnhamo{mmdlhn
dwrntdlmdmrﬂudhthamkdwothumdﬁwhudndmdmwmhm&nd
cavalry. InlﬂT&LH.huwutppoinhduFuuﬁapu!Dtpﬂpﬁ:'bdmhiu transfer to Rajputans.

} Huqubak=sighty years. Thus the punishment for
o ¥ T mlmﬂfuﬂ;lmlthhﬁwud

:-jwmu.mn;mm'bhﬂdwmmmm 408, 504-505.
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The inscription is dated 1033 AH. (1631 A.D.) ol [ have read it as follows ;:—

TEXT
Plate XIV (¢)
) =) A @l [¥1] A ¥ (1)

355 oo (sic) atzsly S il o8 A=t (1)
1&13; LT 357 b 3935 (¥)

S g cpaed 3 ] Al 53 ()

slint 31 Oo¥) (@)3ler 42 (=)

y Ol gk oS54 @2 (3)

LE i O sl (Ol ) (sic) OF Ole= (&)
2i Gl o = 3 (A)

3y dass yu a5 (4)

TRANELATION

(1) Thers is no god but Allah, Muhammad is His Prophet.

(2) During the reign of king ‘Alamgir Shih, the cherisher of the faith,

(3) the sun of religion has totally removed the darkness of unbelief.

(4-8) In the month of Jumada I of the year one thonsand and ninetythres {April, 1681 AD),
under the superintendence of Dindir Kban, the nearer one to the court of the master of the world
and the worldly people, (this gate) was completed and given the name of * Din Darwiza’ (Din Gate).

(9) Written by Mir Muhammad Murid.
[NSCRIPTION No. 16

- On the mifriab of 8hah Changl Madiri's mosque sf Didwina is fixed a small stone tablet,
8 5", ‘inscribed with a Persian epigraph in prose :n Nasia'liq letters. Tt is in four lines and
mentions the completion of the mosque on the 7th Zi'l-hajja, 5th regnal year of Sultin Muhammad
Muaggam Shih Bahidur ‘Xlamgir under the gapervision . f Shih Changi Madiri abon whom
nothing is traceabie in contemporary records. The inscription is of much historical value inasmuch
as history is absolutely silent about Bultin Muhammad Mu'azzam Shih Bahidur's ever assuming
his father's title ‘ Alamgir. Only two coins in the collection of the Punjab Museum did style him a8
‘Klamgir 1T, but the authenticity of this view was doubted. This epigraphical evidence, however,

the numismatie record an | makes an interesting addition to our knowledge of history.
'My reading of the text is as follows :—

TEXT
Plate XV({a)

Sylde Sip ol plialy Lnes G (+)

e e e
; anduinﬂlhnjﬂ Wnarwm, Lahore., Vol.TT, Part I1, pp. 273 snel 278, [
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3300 old plaas dema Ol e 53 (v)
o A bl (o5 Wlia Al W Jis (p)
o e s pesle ()

TRANSLATION
(1) This mosque was built under the supervision of ShihChangi Madari.
(8) during the reign of Saltan Muhammad Mu'szzam Shah Bahidur
(3) ‘Alamgir on the Tth Zi'-Hajjah, 5th year
(4) of the sublime succession. **
The 5th regnal year of Shah ‘Alam corresponds to 1123 A.H. (1711 A.D.),

INSCRIPTION No. 17
Above the mikrab of the mosque adjoining the Post Office of Didwana iz a stons slab inscribed
with an epigraph in Persian Prose in seven lines in crude Naski style. It measures 11" 10" and
mentions the erection of a mosque in 1154 A H. (1741 A.D.) in the 23rd regnal year of Emperor
Mubhammad Shih under the supervision of Shih * Ishq “Ali, a disciple of Shih Shikir ‘Ali. The
calligraphy being careless and defective, the last two words in the fourth line are not clearly readable.
However, I read the epigraph as follows :—

TEXT
Flate X (a)

il Gl Gl ey ()
B gy dems S} Yi iy {7}

e G ol Lla Y de Ll Qs (r)
e OFi1ss e S als wp ()
Ny ey EOW el I (6)
RO o Al Gt ol (4)

e T I WlE L2 e JLoaly {:)
Tr A
TRANBLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Mercifyl,
(2) There is no god but Allih, Hub.nmmadquﬁanpht.
(3) The construction of the mosque was carried out unc__r the supervision of Shah ‘ Ishq “Ali,
(4) » diseiple of Shih Shakir ‘All Diwingin Madir(?)
(5-6) on the 21st of the month of Jumida I, year 1154 A.H. (3rd Bept., 1741 AD.)
(7) during the reign of king Mubammad Bhnh&bm.inthamnty.thimm.nm. Year 23,

INSCRIPTION No. 18
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purely Naskh nor Nasta'lig but rather & mizture of both which shows the decadence of the art of
calligraphy in the last days of the tottering Mughul empire. Th last balf of the first line is no
quite clear, but the inscription as & whole refers to the construction of a mosque by Niik Diim
Kbin, son of Q&im Kb, on the 19th Za'l-Hajjah, 1285, A (25th November, 1847 A.D.) in the
r@ﬂﬂﬂju‘&ﬂhh&hﬂu&ﬂlﬂ. Idneipherthntaxtuaundﬂ:—

TEXT
Plate XI (b)
(3) costt 7 2m Ok coeseesne & sl ol ot (1)
il gl ol Olgs ol23l) dps 33 At 2 (v)
Dl gl o Ol il 2l e ) (6 o338 sl (r)
pale S 1YY e 2358 E0M aooell3 et 33 45 P (~)

TRANESLATION

{1) In the name of Allsh, the Beneficent, the Merciful. O..coceseers Sultén Jid Pir Bihérl (1
(2-4) This mosque was built on the 19th of the month of Za'l-Hajjah, year 1263 of the exodus
(of the Prophet), peace be on him: (28th November, 1847 A.D.)—during the reign of the king,
asylum of the apiverse, Shih Sirdju’d-Din Bahadur Badghih Ghisd, through the endeavours of
Hﬂﬁmﬂ}ﬂﬁmﬂh,mdmﬂh.

Jilor

Jalor (25°21'N. and 79°37'E.), the headquarters of & district of the same name in the Jodhpur
State, is situated 75 miles south of Jodhpur city. The fort of Jalor is specially noted for its massive-

reported to be 800 by 400 yards. Jalor was ruled by the Paramira
Raijpits till about the end of the 12th century A.D. when the Chauhin Rie Kitipal of Badol took
 and madeit his capital. His grandson, Udai Singh, surrendered it to0 Shsmsu'd-Din ltutmish’
(1210-1235 AD.). An inscription from Jalor already brought to light by Dr. i
th!mmnnﬁmafmushﬁmnhthiaplmﬂuﬁug Iltutmish’s reign. After the death of Tltul-
mish it again passed to the ChaubAn Rajpits from whom about hundred years later it was conquer-
ed by ‘Aldu'd-Din Kbalji (1296-1316 A.D.) after along siege laid by Kamilu'd-Din Gurg.’
After the death of ‘Alin’d-Din Kbalji it again foll into the hands of the Rajpiits, but an inscrip-

tion found st Jalor (Plate X V(b)) clearly shows that during the reign of Sultin Ghiyathu'd-Din

Tughlug (1320-1324 AD.), this place had sgain been annexed to Delhi. 1n the fiftecnth century
AD. Sultin Mahmid Begra of Gujardt (1458-1511 A.D.) appears to have added Jilor to his do-

minjons* and tw0 inscriptions in this article (Plates XV(c) and XVI(s) mention Begra's successar,
Mugaffar Shah IT of Gujarkt (1511-1626 AD.), ss the master of Jlor. That with the consalids-
ﬁﬂnniﬂnﬂnahulmgnigntfnmlndillihrhld become pact of the morthern empire, is

*wn,&:ww:wmn}n 827

1 Epigraphia Indo- Moslemica, 1935-38, p. 49. ;
* Khastin'l Futid, translated by M. Habib, pp- 43, 47, 55, and Taridh-i-Mubdrok AN, Porsian text (Cal-

cutta, 1931), p. 78.
s Comiride History of Indie, Vol. ILI, p. 309.
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indicated Ly the fact that during the reign of Akbar it was a veritable bone of contention
between his nobles who fought among themselves for its control. Of these ‘Abdu’r-Rahim
Khin-i-Klinin is said to have finally captured it from Ghaznin Kbin.!, Inthe time of Emperor
Juhingir the enclosure of the fort of Jilor was rebuilt in 1608 A.D. as an inscription in this article
(Plate XVI()) amply bears out,

INSCRIPTION No. 19

On a long stone slab fixed over the gollery near Zandna Tl and Tap Kbina Masjid at Jilor
i8 an epigraph in two lines, measuring 4'9"%8". The language is predominantly Arabic inter-
spersed with a few Persian words and phrases as was customary in thoss days. The secript is
ornamental Nagkh. The inseription assigus the constraction of a mosgue in the reign of Bultdn
Glhayithe'd-Din Tughlug to one Sha’bin Hasan Qazilbiash(?) who is mentioned as the Gumdshta
or Commmissary of Jilor on behalf of the contryl government. The date recorded at the end of
the second line is not clearly readable, but it seems to be the last of the month of Sha’bin,
723 AH. (6th August, 1323 A.D.). My reading of the text is given below :—

TEXT
Plats XV (b)
B o 2y dlile OB L e sy Sl bt ol s ol 3,57 (y)
P T TS | pAY & )y W Sld sl 4l
B Jan OBl ol Gl i) ) cabA|
oy Al 2853 sy Syl 5 s 00 By i) Al (1) Ugie el (y)
e U 931 Jan 5 AT G2 () Sy et liat )
e JW Gl 364 Dl g a‘.dx?*i-.dl_n-:;r-.,ﬂi FoW)
TRANSLATION

(1) This Jami* Masjid was built during the regin of th monarch, the asylum of the universe,
the lord of the kings all over the face of the earth, the shadow of God in all the worlds, Ghayitho'd-
Dunyd-wad-Din, the defender of Islim snd the Musalmins, the helper of rulers and kings, Abu’l-
Mugaffar Tughluq Shih as Bultin—may Allih keep His help (ever) united

(2) with his standard and grant vistory to the rulers of his kingdom and to his friends {—by
the bumble servant of the court, hopeful of Divine mercy, Sha‘bin Hasan Qazilhagh(?) Revenue
officer and Commissary of Jalor—may Allih make his regime and friegds....! on the first of
Sha'ban, year 723 A.H. (5th August, 1323 A.D) by the grace and belp of Allih, the Most High.

INSCRIPTION No. 20

Near the temple in the Jilor Fort is a mosque which possesses a very interesting epigraph
in three lines, measuring 2'10° 1. The language, as noticed above, is predominantly Arabic

Kabir Sajan (or Sublin), Zshir-i-Sa’5dat Sultint, in Shakir sann 925 (1519 A.D.) in the reign of

! Ellict's History of India, Yol. V, P- 440,
¥ Mirat-s-Sikandari, trans, by Lutfu'Tiih Farldi, p. 108,
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This inseription also bears Shahir Sann era instead of Hijri era ; henen the yeat 925 recorded
init. According to the Hijri ers, Sultan Muzaffar IT came to the throne on the 3rd of the month
of Ramazén, 917 A. H. (24th Nov., 1511 A. D.) and, therefure, the Shakir Sann 925 approxi-
mately corresponds to 1525 A. D.'. 1 decipher the epigraph as follows :—

TEXT
Plate XV({c)
u'l:-\_o-“ Ol Q{L}‘L—“ Olkle dee 33 hlal daky 3 B2 .f:'"?‘ dpeems il ..\; ] {1}
ik pedll bl 3 r:h..'&'h gl ol 3 WAl el Oudl &L
.li'] Jl-'- a"“h-ﬂ ‘L:;ih-‘ ‘:’-! 4[.:'- dass s :f. qu Jrul-l_-cﬂ -.1_“. ahinlg ¥ L';..! |.L'.' .'l__,,.n‘n L:ﬂ -L: {T]
Sl ) demy J1 g2l o553 A aiaY) AN
Sl i) Jas 2oVl HIY L aialf Gl ol b (Obue) e 8" Al ()
.:._I.L.n..: A l.ﬂ-?‘:"" 3 - T T atll g3 = O sslmll @)Eﬂ <
lais ¥l p
TRANSLATION
(1) This great noble mosjue and the clean spot Were built auring the reign of the lurd of the
kings of the age, the sooker of satisfaction from the Beneficent God.
(2) ghnm'damnyﬂmd-ﬂh, the protector of Islim and the Musalmins, Abu'n-Nag
Muzaffar Shih, soo of Mahmid Shih, son of Alimad Shih, son of Mahammad Shib, sou of Muzaffar

as-Sultin—may God perpetuate his kingdom for all times !—by the slave of the court,
of the mercy of the Beneficent Allib. :

(8) Malik Kabir Bajan (or Bublin) 7 ahir-i-Sa‘idat-i-Sulfinl, Commnyssary of the Bild Qala’ of
Jilor—may Alldh perpetuate him for ever !—on Wednesday the first of the momth of Zi'l Qa'ds,
925 Shahiir Sann (25th Oct., 1519 A. D.).

INSCRIPTION No. 21
In an unnamed mosjue situated near a well at Jiler i a stone slub, a'9° 8", beuring an ins~
i o lines executed in ornamental Naskh lettersin rolief. The surface of the stone heing
; i i 1y the name of the builder. It mentions
, the epigraph is not clearly decipherable, specially t ‘

mnatmctiun of & mosque in 979 A. H. (1523 A. D) during the 1egn of Mugaftar S8hih by
Hasan Didd Klén under the orders of Malik “Ubaid(?) entitled *Hablu'l-Mulk’, Con}mdﬂ of
the imperial forces, about whom nothing :s available in contemporary rocords  of historv. My

reading of the inscription is given below :—

TEXT
Plate XVI{a)

(REL et QU b Olale Jps 22 Cisdal Anly 3 RS et o s w (h)

_______—-———-~_-——-—"-—————-—':.'—“. — == e ¥
=3 This point bas be o discussed at by Dr. ﬂ‘h;\._:‘;:mm hin Archaeological Memoir Ho. 48, entitled
*Bijapir Eu.m'l'ﬁﬂ:' which may be ! up-with adv
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(1) Al Yot L) 3¥ e (1) e alls (7) wlbhe 5 ol als OULY JLs (y)
Gt 3 ad SV g Al O 351 e e G i I ol
Llead
TRANSLATION

(1) This noble mosque and chaste edifice was built during the reign of the lord of the kings
of the age, Shamsu'd-Dunya wad-Din Abu'n-Nasr Mugaffar 8liah

(2) as-Bultin—may his kingdom and suzerainty(?), last for ever l—(under the orders of)
Malik ‘Ubaid(?), Commander of the forces, entitled Rablu’l-Mulk(?), hopeful of the presence of the
Compassionate Allih, (by) Hasan Daid Khin on the first of Rabi'Il, year 920 (A.H. 17th Feb.,
1523 A. D.).

INSCRIPTION No. 22

On the city wall of Jilor is a Persian inscription, partly in prose sad partly in verse, but its
penmanship being exceedingly poor and defective most of the words in it are very hard to
decipher. Tt is in six lines and measure 1'8"x 10" and speaks of the construction of a stone
building on the 9th of Muharram, 1017 A.H. (25th April, 1608 AD.) in the reign of Jahéngir,
nnder the supervision of Sayyid Mubammad, son of Sayyid Hasan-al-Husain, probably by order of
Nawab‘Asfz Dabir(?), son of Malik Ebiinjeo. It is peculiar that in the inscription certain unusual
epithets have been added to the name of Emperor Jahdngir. For instance, he is-called *ddil
(Juzt) probably on account of his famous acts of justice and also Abu'n-Nagr instead of his usnal
epithet Abul-Muzaffar inscribed on his farmins and elsewhere, My reading of the text runs as
follows :—

TEXT
Plate XV I(b)

g (5) 250) 4o y'cs oS ;) W3 (1) s 33 e 5l i ys ()

RO L e 3 sl 5 c—.‘-fd’dl:gﬁélﬁ;&uﬂ{r}

2 dsle jSla o sl 4 ) A @Al Wil LU ()

Sl ca¥y Calo 1wyl a5l 3 uis wild e (o)

e O eols plint il ells il (1) 3 513e ()

Vote S8 BOR pom et ) fom Sl s ()
-MSM'EQN

(1) The city wall of the town of Jlor is very beautiful..... a whole building was built of stone.
(2) What dost thou know of the date of its constructiop 1 It was built in 1017 (A.H.=1608
AN

(3) (in the reign of) Nisira'd-Dunyi-wad-Din Abu’n-Nasr Nirud-Din Muhsmmad Jahingir,
the just,

(4) King-champion of the faith—may Allsh perpetuate his kingdom |—

(5-8) the governvr of the dominion being Nawwib <Aslz Dabir (1), son of Malik Kbinjeo
(and) the Superintendent of the building the humble Sayyig Mubammad, son of Sayyid Hasan
al-Husaini.  9th of the month of Muharram, 1017 AH. (25th April, 1608 A.D.).



Plate XVI1

{g) Inscription of Muzaffar Shah of Gujarat dated 929 H, from Jalor.
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{(§) Inscription of Jahangir dated 1017 H. from the same town.
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() Inscription of Aurangzeb dated 1076 H. from MNagaur.
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SOME INSCEIPTIONS FROM JODHPUR STATE, RAJPUTANA
Nigaur

The headquarters of a district of the same name in Jodhpur state and situsted on the Jodhpur-
Hhmﬂlilﬂy]im,}iigmril:phudmﬁqnity. It is said to have been named ufter its
founders, the Naga Rajpiits, who ruled over it before the Muslim conquest. The latter, however,
bestowed it on the ancestors of the present Rijpit rulers of Jodhpur.

Thuﬁntmanﬁnnoiﬂigtwinhiammninmmﬁanith the expedition which the
@Ghaznavid Sultin Bahrim Shah of Ghazna (512-47 A.H. or 1118-52 A.D.) led against Muhammad
Bahilim, the recaleitrant governor of the Punjab in the time of his brother, Sultin Arssaldn of
Ghazna. Though Babilim was defeated and captured on January 22, 1109 A.D., he was soon
pardoned and reinstated. This Buhﬂimhmdimdﬁthhuﬂdhgthcimtnfﬂignw'hmw
hills, where he conveyed his wealth and offects. He then raised an army and began devastating
the territories of neighbouring Indian princes with mnmnththnbnpntuuﬁnhhnglr
status. Thinbruu;htEdﬁnﬂlhimamndﬁmw&hﬂim,whuwithhhtmmadnmﬂd
as far as Multan to oppose the Ghazna sovereign. In the battla which ensued Bahilim lost all his
sons. After his victory Bultianhﬂm:ppointedeﬂlr Hasan, s son of one Ibrihim ‘Ali,
as his viceroy of the conquered territories in India.!

In course of time Nigsur became & mint town under the Muslim Sultins of Delhi. One of the
coins of Sultin Shamsu'd-Din Itutmish, dited 608 AH. (1211 A.D.), bears the mint nameé of

ar® In 1228 A.D. when emissaries of the Abbisid Caliph of Bazhdad came to Delhi with
rich and valuable presents from the Caliph, they are related to have journeyed through the district

of Nigaur.®
In 651 A.H. (1253 A.D.) Uliigh Eban-i-A'zam, better known as Balban, while moving to Nigaur,

was opposed by an army of all the Rajpit princes of Hindustin who were, however, worsted and
o to let Uliigh Kbén occupy Nagaur which in consequence rose considerabiy in importanoe.*

Apart from the political importance it acquired in the early days of Muslim conquest, Nigaur
also attracted the attention of two famous Muslim saints, named Shaikh Hamidu'd-Din and Qag!
Hamidu’d-Din, who chose to reside there, The former died at Nigaur in 673 A.H. (1274 AD)
and lies buried there while the latter, better known as i At-Tirikin’, left for Delhi and died there in
644 AH. (1246 A.D.). Some of the inscriptions noticed below will be found to belung to the

sanctuaries of the said saints of Nagaur.*

During the Ebslji period a reference is found in Hagrat Amir Klbusrau's Khaszdinu'l-Futdh to
Nagaur as the place up to the boundsries of which the ferocions Mongol hordes under their leader,
Kapak, came plundering.* There are epigraphical evidences to show that the Tughlugs too held
sway over Nigaur and that after the collapse of the Tuzhluq empire in consequence of Timiir's
disastrous invasion in 1398 A.D. Nagaur slipped out of the hands of the Delhi kings and came to
be ruled by an independent local dynasty founded by a poble of Firiz Shah's days, named Hhisos
Kban Dandini,’ a younger brother of Zafar Kbin, the founder of the independent Sultanate of

t Tobaghi-i-Nayiri, Persian Toxt, pp- 23-25, and English trans, PP 110-112 : also Tarfihei-Firisia (frna-

slated by Briggs), Vol I, pp. 148-50.
* The Chromicle of the Pathan Kings, (London 1571), p TR
* Tabagité-i-Nayirf, Persian Text, p. 016.
# Ibid, op. cit., p. 52T
i Ahbarw'l-A thydr, (Delhi editioo) pp 35, 44,
'W’Hﬂﬂﬂ‘nﬂ. by M. Habib), p 29
T Hislory qwhmﬁ.w{mm. 1934), - 42
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'Ehzjmit (1403-1572 A.D.). Thus Shams Khin carved out a small state for himself at Nigaur by
expelling from it'its governor, Jalil KJ in Kl.okhar,' and made a name in a number of battles he
successfully fought against Rand Mukul of Chitor in 814 AH. (1411 A.D.).*

Bhams K1 &n was succeeded by his son, Firiiz Kl in, on whose death hia younger brother,
Mujahid Elan, came to power. But not long after another Shams Kban, who was a nephew of
Mujahid K’ in, reconquered Nagsur with the help of Rand Kumbha, son of Rini Mukul of
Chitor.* After this the Nigaur, dominion came to be dismembered into several parts for there
are inscriptional records to point out that while Shimes KIan I1 held Nagaur, his uncle, Mujahid
Kbin, held sway over Sambhar Didwina and Nariina as a separate kingdom* According to the
Aurdd-i-Qadiriya,* Mubammad Ehin, ons of the last rulers of the line of Shams Khin, submitted
to the Lodi King of Delhi® and Nagaur and its adjoining digtriots were influded in the Lodt
kingdom. After the Lodis, Nigaur formed part of the Siri kingdom on the terménation of which
it reverted to the Mugl uls. Its undying fame, however, lies in the fact that it supplied to the
court of Akbar two great literary and political scholars, matchleas and muqrmed in their attain-
ments, namely the celebrated Shaikh Abu'l-Fazl and his brother, Shaikh Faiyf, sons of the illus-
trious Bhaikh Mubdrak of Nigaur.

INBCRIPTIONS Nos. 23-25

In a mosque near the Water Tank at Nigaur there are three inseriptions, measuring 2'3"x 1,
1'7"%1" and 1'8"% 7", respectively. They all contain one information, wiz., that the mosque was
built in 960 A.H. (1553 A.D.) during the reign of Islim Shah, son of Sher Shah 8ari, by Qazl Hajt
*Umar, son of Shaikh Ruknud-Din, the religions head of Nagaur. According to the Yad-i-Ayydm,'
Bhaikh Rulmu'd-Din, son of Husimu'd-Din, also held a high position af.Pattan Naharwild
(Gujarit) under the Sultiins of Gujarit and composed many works of high merit on Dot
The inseriptions are in Persian proze, executed in Naskh characters in relief, and read as follows :—

TEXT

Plate XX1(a)
Aaasl Lf ST Ol ol e gon (B oy on s ol (1)
i Wt el ol VI slay 01 o) L el ik g o= (r)
g e e R goln et U ST W o e Ot 51 iyl (4)
o o Ollle dee 53 el (2Bl alll o5 il ae e S LA w2 ()
Aljlaacd 5 o Al Jlgs o8 &oU dal g A as o= [o]le 2 2l (o)

¥ Mirgl-i-Biliadary {trans. by Fridi), p, 18,

® [bid, p. 13.

* Arabic History of Gujarat (ed. by 8i- E. Donison Row, 1933), pp. 11, 12,13,
¢ Fide Plates X (o}, XIir) and XI1(a} above, alo E. 1. M., 1923.24, pp. 15.08,
# A Persian manuscript preserved in the sanstoary of Hazmt Tariktn Nigaur,
& Elliot's Hisfory of Imdis, Vol. V, p. 103, -

* Yad-i-Apwim by B.yyid “Abdu’l Hayn, (Aligarh edition), p. 0l

8 ALQurdn, Chapter IT, Verss 114,
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1ol e Tl 1501 A e 81 OF(3)

On the lefihand margin.
pad b~ b wimJl oomt) @l ot (<)

S| Jagmy e Al NE S (a)

(1-3) O God, for the sake of (the Quranic verse) ' And who is more unjust than he
(people) from entering the mosques of Allih that His name shou
strives to ruin them 1 (Asfor) these, it was not proper for them that
except in fear ; they shall meet with disgrace in this world, and they ghall have great punishment
hereafter. This Jami¢ Masjid was built by the religions chief of the iarkar (Division) of
Nigaur,

(4-5) the Chief Justioe Aqzhu’-Quza Qizt Hiji ‘Umar, son of Ruknu'd-Din al-Quraishi al-
Hishimi, during the reign of Bultin Islim Shih, son of Sher Shih deceased—may his kingdom
remain for ever!—on the 1st day of the month of Shawwil, year 960 A.H. (10th September,
1653 A.D.).

On the right margin—
(6) The Prophet, peace be upon him,

On the left margin—
(7) In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. O Ever-living! © gelf-Existing !

(8) There is no god but Allib, Muhammad is His Prophet.

TEXT
Plate XXI(b)
ageds B s P L 41 3 Jan] il gt [1]se4 N 2l Ol (v)
Gl gy T 1t 4 2 Yy o 1ae3l W Ji 1A ads O 955 (11035 (v)

said, * The world is only an hour, so spead it in worship."

s SR T L L

" a,rju,__l_u;u sladl| ail g g ly doees g2l (r)

A R o s B I A &> (o)

1!;__1:l:*;_..;_,jl_,_:#.:Eu&h,aﬁa&lm“-f.u#:ahufﬂy—! (%)
TRAWSLATION

(1-8) And that the mosques are only
stood up in prayer to Him, they crowded on him almost strifling.

And when the slave of Allih
and ascribe to Him 1o partner.® Our Lord : we have wronged

Say ‘I call upon my Allah only,

ourselves and if Thou forgive ns not and have (not) mercy 7 on U, surely we shall be lost.?
1 4l.Quris, Chapter II, Verse 114.
1 AlQurds, m-pumv..- 18-20.
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(4-6) This mosque was founded by Haji-al-Haramain, Chief Justice Qigi Haji ‘Umar, son
of Bhaikh Ruknu’d-Din al-Quraishy al-Haghimi, the religious chief in the Sarkir of Nagaur, during
the reign of Tslim Shih, son of Bher Shih deceased—may Allih perpetuste his kingdom and
suzerainty |—in the month of Shawwil, year 960 A.H. (September 1553 A.D.)

TEXT
Plate XXI(c)

s AT G dmes il (GU - T ladls dey Gl 5T e Jis WS ()

Olhle dps 53 (atledl (DF QU o5 2 ) e ol Wl 20 gamlf] (v)

A o D90l 9 3] Jlg2 2 ELOW o alhle 5 L 3 A L pA ()
Llasd y cpie

TRANSLATION
(}) Whenover Zacharias went into the sanotusry to (see) ber, he found with her food.t The
builder of this mosque is Chief Justice Haji- :
(2) al-Harmain, Tdju'l-Ulama, Hiji ‘Umar, son of Shaikh Ruknu’d-Di Quraishi sl-Highimi,
during the reign of Sultin n

(®) Lslam Shah—may God perpétuate his kingdom and suzersinty l—on the 21st of the month
of Shawwil, year 960 (A.H.=30th Beptember, 1553°A.D.).

INSCRIPTION Np. 2¢

A stone slab, 19" 1'8}", is let into the partition wall of & mosque near the Water Tank at
Nigaur and bears a Persian epigraph in verse executed in Nasta'lig characters in relief. The
inscription is in five lines and records the construction of s mosque by ‘Abdu’l-Ghani, a religious
head, during the reign of Emperor Akbar, [f was camposed and written by Katibu'l- Mulk, known
83 Diri. He was a native of Herat and his full name, according to the Muntakhabu't-Tawdrikh,*
m&dﬂg Biyasid, son n{lir Nigdm, spd Akbar gave him the title of Katibw'LMulk for his
eminence in the art of calligraphy. mmﬂmugood?eminnpoetauﬂumuhhi;mdum
m'Di{rI.’ ‘Ifhnhmnfhiupanmahlpmchadiuudwi&nintha Islamic world® and we read
about his pupils gs well who made a pame in calligraphy. He died jn 988 A.H. (1578 A.D.).

The chronogram occurs in the fourth verse and yields 967 A H. (1659-60 A.D.). My reading of the
text is ps fpllows :— e

TEXT
Plate XX]I(¢)

[an] e ale 20 dolys 00 0 Ly ol ol (*)
[atia] b ol 2l &5 45 a2 dame Sl Phe Olyad ()
2K el @t oy A e 29 i fan] (v)

! d1-gwris, Chapter 111, Vorse 37.

. Porslan ¥ .20+
Puwm text, nl.m.mmn.mm-.u.umrm Wi, Vol IT

? Monaqibi- Hunarwardn by Mustafd ‘All, (Istambal, 1920), P4,
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ally Sai 3 ) ALY o 85,5595 2l JU <lor ()
Sy N =) O K Al Al (o)
TRANSLATION

(1) The site of this pure attractive building was at first a place void of (splendour).
(2) Durting the reign of king Jalilu'd-Din Muhammad Akbar—may he live (for ever [}—
(3) By the efforts of the chief of the faith, «Abdu’l-Ghani, such a sweet and plessant building was

(4) When the letter ( < ) from the word bani (=builder) is removed, search for its date in
“Khush binde (=s pleasant building).
(5) The composer and calligraphist of this (inscription) is Kitibu'l-Mulk, known as Diari,
The numerical value of the words Khush binde’ is 969 trom which ‘2’ is to be deducted accord-
ing to the clue supplied in che 1st hemistich of the 4th couplet, Hence the chtonogram yields 967
AH. (1559-60 A.D.) as the date of the construction of the mosque.
INSCRIPTION No. 27

To the back wall of the Akbari Masjid at Nagaur, just on the right-hand side of the central
mihrab, is fixed a large marble elab, 9’ 48*, bearing a Persian inscription in verse, in eleven lines,
executed in Nasta'lig letters in relief. It assigns the erection of the mosque to Husain Quli Kbin
in 972 A_H. (1564-65 A.D.) in the reign of Emperor Akbar and mentions Haji Darwesh Muhammad,
better known as Ramzi, a8 the name of its seribe. According to the Tabagit-i-A kbari* and
Akbarndma,? Husain Quli Ebén was deputed by Akbar with & body of troops to Udaipur and
Kombalmir, the seat of the Rand’s government. He returned triumphant and then remained

conquest of Ranthambhor by Akbar,
of Khan-i-Jahdn for his valuable services. He also played an important part in the expeditions

of Nagarkot and other places and ever enjoyed royal favours for his loyalty to the crown.
composed by post Wisali, whose real name was Mir * Alan'd-Din

The verses noticed above were
of Khorissn and who died in 998 A-H. (1589-90 AD)* The inscription reads as follows :—
TEXT
Plate XVII(5)
Jyweyr Gt A3 ot g P Ly L L;'J ol »2 (r=1)
Jad a..'-qﬁ”.li-tli'.]d' ulil_g—hd.\d_g’-' ot (w-v)
Asolspad U8 3 & U 3,5 waS ypes Ln (n-0)
Jad JIS 9 32 QO L dea eeilizs Y ates J5b {h-.&)

dsmg Siim J S o o Jos 3 ELY S (1+=1)
el ppitall il G 02 S Sl Lall 432 (1))

F'memvan.pmm.mmum
» Abbernama, Vol. IIL, p. 36 ; Madthé L. Umard, Persian text, Vol. 1, pp. 645-83.
» Tedhkirats’ mﬂb;-nmwunp:h.mp.m.
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TRANBLATION

(1-3) During the reign of the ruler of the age, king Akbar Shih (who is) united with God,

(3-4) Husain Quli Ehin.nhvouﬁtauhn.lihwhnmthminmeinpopuhrum

(6-6) built a mosque Hhmhthmﬂ'abuwhjuh’uth@iﬂututhﬂmtm&thlm

ﬁ'—ﬂ}Tlliniunlbodaforlﬂthmwhumnfpnmnﬁgim,llluﬂhnpmmllightinih

(9-10) Wisali (poet) sought for the date of its construction’ and said, ‘It (the mosque) is the
nouse of God-fearing people”. It is the saying (tradition) of the prophet, (937 AH/
1564-66 A.D,)

(11) Written by the sinful slave, hopeful of (Divine mercy), Darwesh Mubammad al-Hajji, known

. as Ramszi,

Thuohronugmminthnﬁhvma'snmndpm "B Fey " yields the year 972 A.H. (1564-65
AD).

INSCRIPTIONS Nos, 28-31

There are four Persian inmﬂpﬁummnmmjngﬂhﬂn];mmdh[n'ﬂm Nimi Bhakkari in the
Ebinqgih of Tarikin at Nagaur and they have been dealt with in chronological 6rder here. One of
them is written by Nami and the rest by his son, Mir Buzurg, who himself was a good calligraphist
like his father. Measuring respectively 1" x 37", 1'6° 3T}, 1'S* x 3'2° st 23" x2'4}", they
ate all in Persian prose or verse, executed in Nasta'lig characters in relief. Ma'sim Bhakkari was
a well known inscription-writer of Akbar’s reign and died in 1019 A H. (1610 AD.). Many of
his epigraphs have already been published and some of them are seen repeated in different places,
€., the next insoription in this article (Plate XVII(c)) is almost the same as was inscribed at
Fatehpur Sikri in A.H. 1008, and the quatrain in Plate XVIII(a) is the one a¢ Badalpur near Mandi
which he himself had inscribed in the same year A.H. 1006 Dy Ghulim Yazdini published in
1924 some of his inseriptions from Narains along with a useful note on his life.! Nami's inscrip-
tions found at Qandahar, Agra, Fatehpir Sikri, Nigaur, Mandii, Dhar, Ujjain and other places
range from 1007 to 1014 AH. (1598 to 1605 AD.). He had also compiled & history of Sind
which was published in 1938 by the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona, under the
editorship of Dr. U. M. Daudpota. -

It may be pointed out that two of Nami's inscriptions incorporated in this article (Plates
XVIII(b) and (c)) are of sufficient historical value inasmuch as sccording to Nimi's own epigraph
(Plate XVIII (3)), he was deputed by Akbar to * Iriqas a ‘ala (Chamberlain or Minister) in
1010 A.H. (1601-02 A.D.), a fact not traceablo in contemporary records,
his son, Mir Buzurg (Plate XVIII (c)), mentions Nami's compilation of
eatitled Khamsah, from which specimens of verses have been quoted, and also records Nimi’s
return from the embassy to Irin in 1013 A H. (1604 A.D.), corroborat;
Akbarnima.® My reading of the said four epigraphs is as follows :—

TEXT
Plate XVII(c)
ALl Oh Cil o sl riel A e Gl o (1)
B S 3 Tl () s st i} g a3y Ll o
! Epigraphic Indo- Moslemica, 1900-10, p. 17. -

* I'tid, 1923-24, pp. 20-21.
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Scale: -11
(B) Ancther inscription of Akbar from the mame town dated 1010 H.

Scale: <125
(e) Another inscription of Akbar

from the same locality dated 1013 H.
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il OLS . A e g3 O 3 i giawel] 3 Hool sas 3 (v)

L TR
TRANBLATION
(1) Solomon, peace be on him, said, The greatest calamity is the waste of time without advantage.’
(2) It was written by the slave Mir Buzurg, son of Amir Muhsmmad M‘asiim whose pen-name i
Himimﬂwhnﬂreprdnhhhnmiuhw'nﬂlkhﬁ[nthnkhﬂ,
(3) origi ufﬁrmi:tndganadngtnmhlﬂtuﬂmin;mﬂitwa:wuﬁdinhhymm
and eight (A.H.=1600 A.D.).

The numerals “ q... " given under y..A ai. are mather queer and puzzling.
We know that the scribe and his father, Himi.tmknpqddhuuywmi;mﬁcuhmmlmd
riddles and so the figure q... WY bnmmtmadt.umnthtitwuﬁﬂthdqu{tha ninth
month of the year, i.e., the Tth of Ramazan 1008 A.H. (220d March, 1600 A.D.).

TEXT
Plate XV11I(a)

T g ol BB spes L O iliy> el iy AN 8 )
Glas aas JU 3 OW dy gyl iy W3 Jels JHJ‘J’ b (r)
Jay ol ) Sl U paans et o B e A AL i al (r)

| &5 p 0 (r)

TRANSLATION
(1) O Nimi, open thy eyes and have prudence : the foundation of Time is (unreal) like s painting
on watar.
() Iaajrt-nt.hu‘mltiuthu outcome of

sleep.’
(3 In the year 1008 A. H. (1599-1600 A.D.) came t.opuylvilittothiltumh in the company

of Nawwib Amir Muhammad M'asim Nimi.
(4) Written by Mir Busurg.

the world 1 Wnkntuinmtar;ihﬂnmdthmtlll

TEXT

Plate XVIII(E)
o’y ls3 pub iy 331 St 2 AT p epaiie Oba oD a5 53 Ol 93 (1)
s 3 Slpd & Iy eadls (ol gt o U :J,-q.:rnq_,)u(,)
dis e Seas) 31, bt |y A el Copam o 3 gl Il A )

In.ﬂild'kﬂlpﬂimiﬁd vertioally.
oyo A .f_,,ﬁ r_,.-nhm.lpll
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TRANBLATION

(1) Both the worlds (i.c., this world and the one hereafter) in the eyes of the farsighted are ag
epitome : he who turns (lit. closes) his greedy eyes from them is & man of vision.

(2) ﬂﬁbmn{mtm},dmbhmhutinmptodtbamduflnvelndﬁddity,thelmnfthc
hﬂﬂluuﬂinﬂhhrmluthnmﬂm&thdm{iubmﬁﬂumn}.

(3) Hwﬁaoonqmdthmmaﬂxdhdmjuqmbmh'lﬁqullﬁjib (Chamberlsin
or Minister),

In the lefihand space inscribed vertically,

The slave, Mubammad M‘asim of Bakkar, 1010 A.H. (1601-02 AD.).

TEXT
Plate XVII{c)

sdiiley ol Y 55 Utﬁ“ﬁﬂ“i'*ﬂ%iﬂ'.!-‘é-) =Ll (y)

berr a3 40 pad didy (y)
S Al F s 5l e B I R N g
B |

1V e QT ()
& ' a s & .
o5 33 Ose e ¥ e e O JW cude

Dl T QT ()
pret Ml oo bl pas O ) T G

PSoge 2l QU (L)
TR P SR — ] B WS PN b

DAl ded LY ) (a)
r o Lgiil 5 2T b M) cab e

(1) mwmghmhhhmmmpmydﬂmihmrummmrm Nimi
2-9) reached this place and wrote down in 1013 (A.H.=1604-05 A D) ¢}
pes complebéd by il eomnily. ) these few verses from
(4) From the Ma'dan-ol Afkdy :—
mmmm.mpﬂh-wwhmwmmmmnrw.
{5) From the book Husm-i-Nas :—
mguyqﬁhiipdﬂutfuntﬁn-huddhnmyhubema d tio
pearls for the ear. dilaae =0



SOME INSCRIPTIONS FROM JODHPUR BTATE, RAJPUTANA 43

(8) From the book Akbarndmah :—
Iiﬂthplwkmﬁnmthntgudm,{huﬂlikﬂm:aphyrboumnlrmphnlltmmhad
to foot.
(1) Prom the book R Siral :—
Beauty is His hand-maid ; the beauty of the rose is His creation.
(8) From the book Khamsa-i- Mutahayyirs :—
Thubeginningdwuyumizbyynurmma; withycruiuthubq;innhsmdend of every ons.

INBCRIPTION No. 32

A stone slab, 2’ X 8, let into the mikrib of the mosque in the Nigaur Fort contains an inscription
in five lines in relief characters. It begins with a Qurinic text the seript of which, like many
others noticed above, is & curious jumble of Naskh and Nasta'lig which lesds one to infer that the
soribe, Qagl Mubammad Tihir, was interested and versed more in Nasta'lig than in N askh style.
The lettering of the Persian epigraph which is in prose is Nasta'lig of a high order and tends to show
that the scribe was a court calligraphist of Mahibat Kbin Kbin-i-Kbinin to whom the construction
of the mosque is assigned in 1041 A.H. (1631-32 A.D.) in the reign of Emperor Shih Jahiin. The
title of Sipahsalar Khin-i-Khanin was conferred upon Mahabat’ Khin by the Emperor on the
occasion of his coronation in 1087 A.H. (1627 A.D.). The Kbin-i-Ebinin was made Stbeddr of
Ajmer during which period he seems to have constructed this mosque because then Nigsur
formed part of the Ajmer Siiba. Later, he was sent 10 the Deccan where he rendered very valuable
services, He died in 1044 AH. (1634 AD.) st Burhanpur and, cording to his will, his corpse
waa brought to Delhi to be buried there.’ The inscription reads as follows :—

TEXT

Plate XVII{a)

&l oo LIS ﬁwﬂdﬂ-ﬁiﬂly'rﬂlj s @B a3 BN AT (y)

des 33 QW &l gy Aot ml:fﬁiaﬂwlwﬁéjr:ﬁ:riyj (v)
Oble 3 Jals Lals

Gle olialy Ol o5 G QI qeale doms ) e AR sl g 3 plans (r)
Gl 3 AL JWT Bl s

..'.-JJJ‘_].:JJ.I.H A r..‘,Ui 33l Ql= =il RIHE 3l e i il (#)
il 3 opan) 3 el A pdlall oy el

1«71

Al ot (S om (o)

Pl —————5
1 Mod(hirw'l-Umard, Vol. 111, pp. 385-409.
t ALQurdn, Chapter II1, Verse 39,
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TRANSLATION

(1-3) 8o the angels called to him as he stood praying in the sanctuary: ‘Allih gives the
glad tidings of John (Yahyd) who would testify to the truth of a word from Allah, and (be besides)
noble, and chaste, and a prophet of the righteous'. This mosque was built, by the grace of the
Most High Allih, during the reign of the just emperor,

(3) the just and the sublime and honoured Abu'l-Mugaffar Shihibu'd-Din Muhammad, S&hib
Qirin-i-Thiai (second lord of the happy conjunction), Badsbih (Ghizi—may the Most High Allih
perpetuate his kingdom and suzerainty |—

(4) by the gracious Nawwib, Sipahsilir (Commander-in-Chief), Kban-i-Ebiinin Mahabat Kbin
Bahidur. O God, perpetuate (his) prosperity and high position | Amen, O Bustainer of the universe.
The year 1041 (A.H.=1631-32 A.D.).

{5) Qazi Muhammad Tahir wrote it.

It may also be pointed out that a mark resembling 1o appears over the niin of the word ol

It is probably the Jazm and not wdo as the latter will not only be meaningless here but also mis-
leading.
INSBCRIPTION No, 33

In a mosque near the Water Tank at Nigaur is a Persian inscription in verse, measuring
1'9"%1'2". 1t is in five lines and the lettering is Nasta*lig in relief, but of a poor quality. The
last hemistich of the fifth couplet contains the chronogram which being partly obliterated and dis-
figured by whitewash is not clearly intelligible. The inscription, however, aseribes the construction
of & mosque, wherein the grave of ‘Abdu’l-lih is situated, to one Muhammad, son of the occupant
of the grave, in the reign of Shih Jahin, The date recorded under the last line is 1041 AJH.
(1631-32 A.D.) which is corroborated by the queer chronogram ( Ole s o =gt T ) not
clearly intelligible. The composer of the verses is one Fathi about whom nothing is traceable in
contemporary or later records. My reading of the epigraph is given helow :—

TEXT
Plate XXII(b)
Olmy ga Ml 2l e 208 Ole S a4, daee 2 W (4)
Ol o2 ca Hlaiis Gl gl OlF el als a5 g2 dale apmy (v)
Olyas o252 350 dame Jtile AL &5 Gl de g la (uk gl O 33 (r)
O ome ol Gl Ole 5 do Sl ol a2 MUE Cpda 3y b WS se ()
Olad o ot T 2l 7 45 b s i) Wy e («)
ey 4l
TRANSLATION

(1) The foundation of the mosque, (which is) full of effulgence and showers heavenly blessings
without reserve, was laid for the sake of Allih, the Most Merciful,

(2) During the reign of the just, the champion of the faith, the lord of happy conjunction,
the pious Abu’l-Muzaffar Shah Jahin, ;
T e e ey

=1, e e e —
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(3) Init s the grave of a stranger (named) ‘Abdu’L1&h, whose son, Mulfammad, survived him
in this world.
(4) Asthe Great Forgiver gra ited him aid, he built this wonderful edifice with heart and soul.

(5) Regarding the year of tue construction of this remarkable mosque Say, O Fathi, ‘The
happiness of the contribution is Paradise-like'. 1041 (A.H.=1631-32 A.D.).

TNSCRIPTION No. 34

A stone slab, 1'8}" x10}", is let into the milrab of a mosque near the City Magistrate's office
at Nigaur and bears & inscription in five lines, the first line being in Arabic in Naskh letters and
the rest in Persian verse in Nasta'lig scipt, all in relief. It assigns the construction of & mosque
to Tahir Kban to whom Nagaur was granted as a jagir by the Emperor Shah Jahin, He wasone
of Shah Jahan's trusted officers and held a rank of one thousand and five hundred cavalry. The
date given in numerals ander the chronogram in the last hemistich is 1006 A.H. (1597-98 A.D.).
This is evidently erroneous inasmuch as it falls in the reign of Akbar and not of Shih Jahin who
(latter) is referred to in the epigraph. The chronogram yielding 1056 A.H. (1646-47 A.D.) is, how-
ever, correct and the carelesness of the scribe or the engraver seems t0 be responsible for this dis-
crepancy. 1 read the inscription as follows:—

TEXT
Plate XIX(b)

als & o 2t J6 * Tasl Gl po 1peT N & daladll O 3 i) gassti @) ot (1)
0 :&T.}f:-e:-*am-lipi-.i

sla by gl O P WST Ol WL s e (v)
S by 23 vsl¥ 3 Gl 3 S5 a7 3 013 Ol alb 4y (r)
sliyl il e el gl A iy Ol O OF g~ st ()
W e Ok stk AL 25 Sl = @ A Ja (o)

Bveandneen &=

TRANBLATION

(1) In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful, And the mosques are for Allah, so

do not call anyone with Him'. The Prophet—may Allih bless and assoil him !—said, “The ¥

is the abode of the pious’.
(2) Durin g the reign of the great Shih Jahan, who is a fortunate, pious and just kg,
(3) (And), by his kindness and heneficence, granted Nagaur at that time to Tahir Ebin for his

residence,
0] B]-t.hnguneﬁ!i}ndthn
(6) In order to find out the year of its construction I said to myself, “Say ‘may the building
up by Tihir Khan be strong I Year 1006 AH. (1597-98 AD.)%. (1066 A. H. (1646 A, D.)]

¢ fortunate Kbin received orders to build this mosque,

f;—________———————’_-_._-_._._-_——_
.ﬂmmmwm
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INSCRIPTION No. 35

A Persian inscription in prose, in six lines, measuring 2'14" X 6°, is carelessly carved in Nasta'lig
of a plain style in relief on a mikrdb of the mosque near the Water Tank at Nigaur where three
other inscriptions (Plates XXI(a), (b) and (c) ) have already been noticed in this article. It
records that the same mosque of Qizi H&ji “Umar was built anew in the reign of S8hah Jahin by
Yér () Mubammad, fifth in descent from the builder of the mosque, the late Qizi “Umar, son
of Ruknu'd-Din. The date recorded is the 1st of Muharram, 1061 A.H. (26th December, 1650
A.D.) and the name of the seribe Nadhir Mubammad, son of Qigd Sher Muhammad, sbout whom
nothing is available in historical records. The epigraph runs as follows ;—

TEXT
Plate XX1(d)
il Sl () Ol ) ol AT ke A il Ogp 0 pan | e )l B g ()

LA el

QN 315850 5K et STl Lt 80 o5 Gl e e (S0 (v)
OT Jle dly 5 2o tly ) Ay

b cia Bl LGl yhe ol [T 3]10 dows JW3 &) 36,40 1, o433 o 3l s ()
' I8 p g (U hts B ey 26

WLe oLk Olen oLt U O[I]F cmlo doma (ull il L] [1]) 4pe 5 -== (r)
il Sl y ol JWr a) als

o= (1) Ol pale doms () b o8I 0155 e (9) 1 Liin) gl aiile i (4)
ISR pgmp dema 2 (U Gl dema J3 AdST 5y P (20 o oty

bemy Ao ol oo sl o2 o0 (4)
TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful.  As this Jimi' Masjid wus originally
constructed by the Chief Justioe, Haji-al-Haramain-ash-Sharifain -

(2) Qdgl HEji ‘Umar, son of Shaikh Rukna'l-Quraish; al-Highimi, the Presiding Judge in
Barkdr Nagaur, now after one hundred and one years this

(3) place of worship, which had shattered to its foundations, was bujlt afresh by the grace
of the Most High Allih by Mubammad Murd (1), son of the Chief Hifiz, a Hafig reciting the Qurdn
in seven ways, Qdri Qizl Rahmatu’l-lih, grandson of the late Qigl, the defunct of happy memory,

(4) ....during the reign of Abu’l-Mugaffar Shihabu'd-Din Mahammad Sghib-i-Qirkn-i Thani
Shah Jahia Bidshih &blﬂ,—myﬂlihpﬂrpatutehiaﬁndgumnnﬂWI 4

$B)A0 Clod, PRobent . i s s irass sis dsinamane s ame In these.days there lived Muhammad,
EbAdim fifth in descent from the deceased Qagi. Written by Nadhir Mubammad, son of the late
Qig Sher Mubammad, the deceased and pardoned.

(6) Dated the 1st of the month of Muharram, year 1061 A H_ (25th December, 1650 A.D.)
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INSCRIPTION No. 36

Over an arch leading to the Zandna Til at Nigaur a bilingual inscription, 4'3° %1, is fixed.
EEIN Persian text is in prose written in crude Nasta'lig characters in reliei while the Devanagars
inseription is incised under it. The epigraph records the construction of a gateway, named
Darwiza-i-lslim, in the reign of Emperor Aurangzeb and during the governorship of Rija Rii
Singh under the superintendence of Kotwil Gahlot Diingarsi, son of Rio Amar Singh, in 1076 A.H.
(1665 A.D.). KEbifi Kban' informs us that R4 Singh received the title of ‘Rija’ along with many
other presents from Emperor Aurangzeb and had hopes of getting also the state of Jodhpur, his
pative land, in the beginning of Aurangzeb’s reign. The texts of the inscriptions, both Persian
and Devanagari, are defective in many places ; however, their readings are given below i—

TEXT
Plate XVi(c)
;L-rr"ﬁ i} Gyl als deses il (g Al sl Aps 53 p o] olays ol AS (1)

Lﬁiur |L=}L!

pliaf ) 5 oKl 42h Sius a3 3 (sic) Sle oy DA [2] JW Jas 53 (1)
BleS ity U5 K03 ol st

o TR U SR L o st v oY fin 1 3y Ay (r)
L gl Aared Al
TRANSLATION

(1) This Darwaza-i-Tslam was built in the reign of Abu'l-Mugaffar Mubayyw'd-Din Muhsmmad
Shah Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir, king-champion of the faith,

(2) during the governorship of Raja Rii Singh, the refuge of fortune (and) glory, possessor of

and intrepidity, and under the supervision of the asylum of the dominion,

(3) Diingarsi Kotwal Rajpiit Gahalot, son of R&o Amar Singh. Dated the 29th of the sacred
month of Mubarram, year 1076 A.H. (11th August, 1665 A.D.). Written by Quli | .
son of Hn}gnmmnﬂﬁhaum.

Text of the Devandgari Inseription®
Inscription No. (37)-
Line 1 framat (7)° zwer' gaa(1A. . . . u. gt Wi

9 w-wEE Y AECEATACH T’

3 weat e 1]

4 aEn{TEE

3 Muniakiabs - IoN “,Mb,mmpmmvd L, p. 61 : History of India by Ellict sad Dowson, Vol.

“Pminmw.mﬂmphmdubudmmmmﬂf deciphored and

* Dr.
Mhmﬂmﬁt 'hhhhwwﬂm’idnmgnum,

S Tho senss is not cleaT. Ilmrmd[uﬁiﬂwmmﬁhmmﬂmw.
'm:ndth-m:thtmmud for TTCEATAT m-ithhmmm

& This munp.dmumjmnhmhglmhlohhum:tMuhthMum

73 The word seoms 10 be WIEAIN . the first lotter in the 4th lios may stand for & , The ansseirs is

by the side of & of the provious line.
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A literal translation is not possible since the taxt is illegible at places. The sense seems to
be that the gateway, called ‘Islim Darwija' was.. ... during the reign of Emperor Rajadhirajs
Aurangzeb when Gahalot Dingarsi was the Eotwil (Gate Keeper).

INECRIPTION No. 38

On a mosque outside the Nagaur Fort there is a Persian inscription in verse, measuring
U'S" X1}, in Nasta'lig letters in reliof preceded by Bismillih and the 1st Muslim creed executed in
Nasgh. 1t ascribes the erection of & mosque in the reign of Aurangzeb to one Sayyid Kabir about
whom nothing is known. The chronogram is rather queer : it consists of two clauses Al OT

slad o5 and LK plxil  ocourring in the third couples and yields the year 1076 AH. (1665-66
A.D.). My reading of the text runs as follows :—

TEXT
Plate XX (a)

pAl gaadl &l ey ()

) gy dors &l VI 1Y ()

i sl Wt sy A s gl ad LS (y)

9P S e 54 4s 210U Sl 5l A5 S ()

5K plaif g:-::“_ e i Sl GTOL AT 3 o5 1y Ly (o)

AN ool ar jus G rﬁ+wjldhmf1]
TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful,
(2) There is no god but Allah, Mubammad is His Prophet.
(3) This attractive place of worship was built in the reign of Emperor Aurangzeb,

() From the mosque, which affords protection against tha fire (of hell), what (amount of)
light emanates illuminating the streets of the kingdom !

(5) Come, unstring the pearls of the chronogram and then caloulate the date in the end.
(A. H. 1076= A. D. 1665.)

(6) The building was set up through the efforts of Sayyid Kabir and rendered agreeable

by
the help of God.

INSCRIPTION No. 39

Au inscription in Persian verse, beginning with Bismillih and Kalima-i-Shahadat exeouted in
crude Naskh style, is found inseribed in Nasta'lig characters on & rough stone broken into two pieces
which are fixed at different places in the mosque near the Water Tank at Nigaur, It is in six
lines and measures 17" X 10" and mentions the construction of g i
during the reign of Emperor Augangzeb. The inscriptional slab being broken, the name of the
» about whom, however,

right and left of the text there is
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t‘n}mhm-mtim@dpﬁm:-unlyaiw doubtful words on the righthand margin are readable
pvmgthnmmadthumﬁbaomnmmmdllniibmmd.m The text is cited, below :—

TEXT
Plate XXII(a)
[MJhers O) 2531 9 & &l Y edas] @1 Y1 1Y O 42l pis)) ol Bl gt (1)
A gy 3 odiE
el 3 LT g 2ln Ploj Opape dme W (v)
b S D A 3,5 (§) s &5 sk o oSyl Wld dem (r)
ol bl 5 (%) Slaas Jiu S Ol—ge Hslas ol (o)
Pl wale e il (F) Ma= (T o)l 25 BB} eeeseerenane (o)
(7) pU of aiin s Ol =T 20 i s AT g Al (=)
o AY

T e [ 1) ol e 357 iyt

TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allib, the Beneficent, the Merciful. T testify that there is no god but Allih
without compeer and I testify that Muhammad is His servant and prophet.

(2) This auspicious building was built for the sake of the Creator of the Beginning and the End.

(3) During the reign of the just king Aurangzeb, whose justice rendered everyone famous.

(4) By the grace of God, the Lord of the world, and by the munificence of the Prophet and his
venerable companions.

) o T e LD et Hamid (), son of Mubammad, completed it

(6) When my intellect gave out ‘Rabi ‘Akhir’ as its chronogram, know ye (it is) one week
carlier (lit. less) than Rabi’ Akhir. 1083 AH. (July, 1672 A.D.)

Executed by Muhammad Mujib (?) son ¥ R e n

INSCRIPTIONS Nos. 40—41

In a mosque omside the fort at Nagaur there are two Persian inscriptions which are identical
as far as their purport is concerned. Both of them are in prose and poetry combined and are ins-
cribed in Nasta'lig letters in relief of a poor order. They assign the construction of a mosque at
the Khingah of Sufi Hamidu'd-Din to Nawwab Amir Kbin under the superintendence of ‘Abdu'l-
Ghafiir Kbin, Amin, in 1228 AH. {1808 A.D.) during the reign of Akbar 8hiah II, through the
efforts of Dariigha Bahrim Kbin, son of Mulls Faizu'llibh Ebin. Nawwab Amir Ebin, the builder
of the mosque, was the ancestor of the present Nawwab of Tonk (Rajpitina). He was originally in
the service of Jaswant Rao Holkar at whose court he tried to establish an sscendsncy when the
Rija had gone mad in 1806, But later he gave up the idea and became the chief of the Pindaris.
Amir Kban is related to have come to Nagaur in 1808 when he had been at war with the Jodhpur
State and stationed Ghafir KLan, mentioned in the inscriptions under notice, with a garrisonat
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Nigaur. Eventually a treaty was ratified with him by the British Government jn 1817 and he
Wwas coniltmed in the possession of the territories he had held then. He died in 1834 KD

The epigraphs measure 14" x 1’8" and 1'10}" x 1’8" respectively and I have deciphered them

as follows :—
TEXT
Plate XX(b)
Sl e (1)
D) g f[1] hares @) Y A Y (v)

SR Jal ol 313 e s a5 G da g dy WELy (p)
ST ot oldns Kiognd & o3 ale iy 4 asile ol (o)
Gt 0385 gs 2 s 515515 e opl Ol 5l die 2245 am (o)
23 O i) doss A gll ) ol 03l Wy plaf aens plin 3l Ogm ()
A alarl dales ol Olaliws cui oyl ol s Jldl B L ()

el ol plad] e Copaa ]G 55 LI Aol 53l Ol 5 4adll de (4)

Wiley aLT b o257 OlA) by uui Ghl 33 252 Lt (4)

whl. o 4l 3 s g5le oL ol L] das Ol e (4.)

St ds 9 Ceetd Ao 93 515450 yy Al JoY) @3ler st a3l AW (y))
O Bl yad Ao Wy O ot Ayl sl 3 cnd 2 en (yr)

TRANSLATION

(1) He is Everlasting.

(2) There is no god but Allsh, Mubammad is His Prophet,

(3) At_tha monastery of the saint, 3ifi Hamidu'd-Din, the shadow of whose person is an asylum
for the believers,

(4) Amir Kban, the brave, the faithful, the protector of the faith,built a mosque in an elegant
manner,

(6) Through the efforts of ‘Abdu'l-Ghafiir Kbin, Amin, who is alwa -faced t
of his pleasant nature. WAYs opea-faced on- asctun

ﬂ::;mmﬂwbymtmm. 1881), p. 49, also Annals and Antiquities of Raja-

3 Tho next inscription (Plate mﬂlﬂﬁhuﬁd-hmdmlly cormet in recording d-:-‘r Ol
instead of 45ls (aa given ber). Again, the said plate has no 3 in the second hemistich of the third couplot
which certainly rhymes well without ). The ignorance of the scribo seoms to be msponsible for these
mistakes in copying from the original,




Plate XX

bracriols
(a) Inscription of Aurangzeb from a () Inscription of Akbar 11 from the

same place.

mosque at Nagaur.

4 . im0 4T .
s - YR

(c) Another inscription of Akbar 11 from the same locality.
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(6) When the foundation of this auspicious building was laid by Nawwib Amiru'd-Dauls

Muhsmmad Amir Ebin Babadur—

(7) may Allah extend his lofty shadow !—and the Amin of firm faith, an asylum of the needy,
one ever ready for charitable acts,

(8) (named) ‘Abdu'l-Ghafiir Kbin Bahidur—may the Most Bountiful spare him !—

(9) chalked out in their beneficent mind a plan of this noble mansion m the sanctuary of
His Holiness and completed (it)

(10) during the reign of Sultdn Muhsmmad Akbar Shih, King-champion of the faith—may
Allsh perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty !—

(11) on the 11th of the month of Jamadi I, year 1223, one thousand two hundred and twenty-

three, corresponding to
(12) Sammat or Samvat 1864 (5th +July, 1808 A.D.). Darigha (Superintendent) Bahrdm

Kbin, son of Mulls Faizu'llib Ebin.

TEXT
Plate XX(¢)
o el el 13 Ll con &5 pAl A dse 39 x5 (4)
ST G SoW W o aliyly plat OB ) (1)
it ST g 2 ) 513 At ol Ole ppidl] e 205 et ()
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2l (1) oF Y
o e e R s’ ()
ey plad

TRANSLATION

(1 Atthammumynimmnhgﬁn ﬂ.mldu'd-mmthﬂlhndﬂwﬂf‘lhnﬂpmnin a refuge

for the believers,
(2) Amir Sban, the brave, the faithful,

MANNET,

the pmwdthahith,bﬂltlm in an elegant
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(3) Through the efforts of ‘Abdu’l-Ghafir Khan, Amin, who is always open-faced on account
of his pleasant disposition,

(4) On the last day of Jamidi I, year one thousand two hundred and twenty-three of the Exodus
of the Honest Prophet, 1223 (A.H.=24th July 1808 A.D.).

(6) Since this magnificent and auspicions mosque was built during the reign of the Sultin of
the age, the asylum of imperial dignity, Muhammad Akbar Ehah—may Allih perpetuate his
kingdom and suzerainty !—by the Nawwab Amire’l-Umari Amire’d-Daula

(6) Muhammad Amir Kbin Bahidur and the exalted Kbin, the accepted one of the court of
the Benevolent God, (named) ‘Abdu’l-Ghafir Khan Bahidur—may both (of them) be ever
prosperous !—

(7) they benefited themselves by (visiting) this paradise-like building in sccordance with the
(Divine) command.......... friends no doubt ........ , this

(8) building has become near to heart (and) reached completion by special efforts of the
Darigha (Superintendent) Bahrim Ehan, son of Mulla Faigu'l-1sh Ehin,

The fourth couplet does not rhyme properly, and for the mistakes in it the inscription-engraver
seems to be responsible as in s0 many other epigraphs noticed above.

INSCRIPTION No. 42

A shop attached to the mosque near the City Magistrate’s office at Nigaur bears a Persian
inscription in verse in six lines carved in so crude KNusta'lig letters in relief that it is not possible to
decipher a number of words with absolute certainty. Bad and eareless penmanship coupled with
faulty composition of verses and, above all, several obliterated words here and there have rendered
the epigraph in general unintelligible, specially the second hemistiches of the Srd and 5th couplets.
It measures 1'11}" < 1°6" and mentions the construction of a shop in the reign of king Sirdju’d-Din
(Bahidur Shih IT) by Kban-i-*Xli-8han Ashraf Khan Afgh#n, Revenue Officer, for the upkeep of
the mosque to which it is attached. He is perhaps the same Asbref Kban who had taken an
A Z.El 11;: .;i; lghﬂ 1708). I dm&mhepﬁnmnjm o i e e scsesion of EK “Klam1a

" 3 . Itis the 11th Rajab of the first regnal reading
the text is cited below :— ] Tt it
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Plate XIX
{a) Inscription from the K hangah Tarikin, Nagaur.
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(b) Inscription of Shahjahan dated 1056 H. from the same town.
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ur Shah 11 {(Mughal) fram the same lacality.
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TRANSLATION

(1) By the beneficence (and) munificence of God this shop was built in the month of Rajab (1)
by Siriju‘d-Din.

(2) Expenditure was incurred on this construction by the bountifal person of the age, the
exalted Ebin Ashraf........ Kbin, Revenue Officer.

(3) By the grace and (and) kindness of the Sustainer of the world (i.e., God) Ahmad has
populated.........-

(4) If the rent of this high-doored shop comes, bring it soon to the mosque for the sake of
Allih.

(6) O God, mnkﬂthammeufthin.&ighﬁnhﬁlﬁnnt like the sun from the east.......... to the
wesb, . ocaiees

(6) Dated the 11th of the revered (month of) Rajab, 1st (regnal) year.

, INSCRIPTION No. 43

In the Khangih of Tarikin at Nigaur there isa large stone slab, 5'0" % 1’53, on which a Persian
in is inscribed in ornamental Thultho-Naskh characters in relief. Although not of historical
value, it is of sufficient palaeographic interest and a good specimen of pre-Mughul ornamental ealli-
graphy of the fifteenth century. The letters which must, as rule, stand alone, have been so
jomed to the succeeding ones merely for ornamental purposes that they baffle the reader at the
very outset. The quatrain is rather pathetic and aims at requesting the visitor to offer o prayer
for the supplication of the dead. My reading of the text is ns follows :—

TEXT
Plate X1 X{a)
Mal:,f;ﬂud:u; MJhT;ﬁrw:d’}dh}
Ly Sl amtB S b b T g QW dslas e ) ()
TRANSLATION
(1) Apyone who visits this inhabited dome, whether be comes with a sorrowful heart or a

happy one,
(2) may. for the sake of God, the Exalted, the Holy, kindly bless us with a single prayer

( fasika).
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at Didwina, ‘ . - . . 24,25
Ni‘matu'llih Rasdli, a poot of Akbar's period, 24

el

| Nigimua'l-Mulk, ruler of Ahmadnagar (Deccan), 23
Nighmu'l-Mulk Zsf Jah I, rulor of Hyderabad
(Decoan), ‘ - : . 1, 14
Niru'd-Din, father of Badru'd-Din, , =)
Noru'd-Din Husain, Sayyid, Qid of Broash, . 18

]

Oriesial  Biogrophical Dictionary by T. W,
Beale, ¥ 3 . . - 50(f »., 1)
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Paoe
P
Paithan, 8. W. of Aarangabad, . 135678
0,13, 14
Paithan, Muslim dascriptions from, . 1—14
Paramirs Rijpiita, ks S [h S 31
Pattan Naharwili in Gujarit, - - . M
Poona, . & . A . - - . 40
Pratishthina, capital of the Andhras, . - 1
Q
Qébil Khin, author of the Adib-i-*.dlamglri, . 25
Qiim Khén, father of Diim Khia, . . .8
. 40

Bahiu'd-Din. Scc Bahio'd-Din, Qig .
Qirt Hajl ‘Umar. Seo Haji Umar, Qigl -
Qial Hamidu'd-Din Nigauri. See Hamidu'd-

Din, Qagl . . . - . . .
Qig fmidu’l-Mulk. See sImadu'l-Mulk, Qigl
Qg Mubammad Tihir. See Mubammad Tikir,

Qigl Rabmatu'l-lih. See Rabmatu'l-1ih, Qigl
Qiigl &r-ruub.lmmﬂ. father of Nadhir Mubam-
mad, . : . - - < . . 4
Qibla, another name of Ka'ha, See Ka'ba A3
Qull, nn inscription-writer, son of Mubhammad
L R Sl S 47
Holy, . . S(fim, 1 6 (m, 1) 10 ([ e
1,2 3), 18 (f. ., 1), 26, 27, 36, 37 (f. ne., i, 2),
as(f. n., 1), 43 (. mae, 1, 2), 44(f- ., 1), 45(f. m., 1)

R

thtﬂl.lpﬂﬂtﬂfﬂ."hl"lpﬂ‘iﬂ'ﬁl- . . o
Rabmatu'l-lih, Qasl, father of Mubammad

Murdd, - : 4
Rai Stral, - 5 . . & . . 43
Riji REi Bingh, a govemmor in Aurangreb’s

reign, . . . . . . . 41
Bl.jpml.nl.minuﬂpthnl&m 5 z 18—53
Bamagin Ehabbiz, s baker in Firdz Shih's
Ramzi, Haji Darwesh llqh-nm-d- Soe

nlnlx-hh.mﬂnlnillukﬂd(.‘hihr. 36

e ———

I —————

Paoe
Salibat Ehin, father of Firdz Khin, . P .
Salar Fasan, son of Ibrdhim ‘Al Viceray of

Sultin Bahrim Shih of Ghazna, . . . 35
Simbhar (Rijpatana), . - 19, 21, 38
Blnuluﬂhlu,bnjhlwnfnmuqmu!‘m. 3
Sanjar Beg, son of Wais Beg, . - - R
Sankalis, Dr. H. D., Professor, Deccan College, 47

(f ms 2)

Sayyid ‘Abdu’l Haye. Seo ‘Abdul Haye,
Bayyid o . - - . : .
Sayyid Hasafi-al-Husainl, father of Sayyid

e

A T L
Sayyid Eabir, builder of a mosque al Niigaur, . 48
Sayyil Mubammad, son of Sayyid Hasan-al-

Husainl, . . - = " - . M
Bayyid Muhammad Jaunpirl who olaimed to be

the Promised Messiah, . . s . 7
Sayyidon-kI-Masjid at Didwina, . . 21, 30

Sayyid Sa‘idat, Dargah of Elagral, al Paithan, 13, 14
Sayyid Yosuf, Mr. See Yosuf, Mr. Seyyid . ..
Sh'abin Hasan Quuilbish, a Commissary of
Shith, builder of 5 mosque at Paithan, . .
ghih ‘Alam, Emperor, . .+ ¢ ¢
See Aurangzob *Alamgir .

-

BEE B8
-

ghih *Alamglr,

Shih Bhin Miyin, father of Daad, . : 4

Shih Ohongl Madir's mosque st Didwiina, 29,

Shih Shikir ‘AlL Saint, . . . <

ghih “Ishq *All Didwini, a disciple of Shith .
Dihilkir *AlL T i ’ . 30

Shib Jabdn, Emperor . - 25,30, 43, 4, 45, 46

Shih Nawiz Kbin, title of Mirsi Iraj . . 3

Shaikh Abu'l-Fagl. Sco Abu'l-Fagl Shaikh .

Shaikh Faizt. Seo Faigt Shaikh s

Shaikh Farid, father of lﬂlinai-'h;m Sumhr

Shaikh Fartd, son of Sheikh Highim, Fewjdiro!
Paithan - . . . . . . B9
Shaikh Ham!du'd-Din Nigaurt. Bee Hamidu'd-
Shaikh Hashim, father of Shaikh Farld . « B9
Shalkh Mubirak. See Mubrak Ghaikh - . =
Shaikhon-ki-Masjid at Didwiina ¥ 20, 23, 28
Sheikh Ruknu'd-Din,  Ses Ruknu'd-Din
Shems Khin Dandiat of Gujarit . 21, 22, 35, 36

Shams Khin Nigauri, father of Mojihid Ehin . 22

Shams Birdj *Aff, author of the Tarikh -
mw‘t - . . . - IEIU'.I.,I]
'd-mn.ruh:ul'ﬂwnll . < R
Shamsa'd-Din Ttutmish. See Iltutmigh < nu
wm.md-m ; b+
gher Shih Bart, Scliia, - . . 36,97, 38.
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Paom

Shihibu'd-Din Mubammad. See Shih Jahiin,

Emporar
M&g,huﬂﬂunfnmuqmumm 5.5
Bind (in Pakistan), . 40
Hipahsdlir Khin, hﬂeuf!hhlhﬂﬂin . H.H
Siréju'd-Din Blh.ldnrﬂ;lhl] Bmpum- 31, 62, 53
Siwillik, . - 35
&th-lhu!ﬂhnm-. . 35
Bultin Bahrim §hih. Bee Bnlmlm &Iih.

Sultin . .

Bultin Biyazid. Bu'BlyuH Enhln ‘ e
Sultin Firtz Shih Tughlug. Seo Firiz Shi

Tughlug, Sultin . . b
Sultin Ehwijs sppointed Htp-t Hi.j by Mbu 24
Eﬂﬂnmﬂdnﬂﬂi SuﬂlkmMBagﬂ,

Mm’ L LR
&ﬂﬂn!uhmtd ﬂbuﬂ:lh ﬂuﬂl:l-r

ghsh IT, Mughul Emperor . . . en
Sulfin Mubammad Mu'aggam Shih. Bu

Mu'aggam Shih *Alamglr, Mubammad . S P
Bulifn Zafar Ehin. See Pafar Khin, Suliin .

Dé . B (&S, 2,2 (&S n,2),3(&S 1)
Tobaghi-i-Nagiri, Persinn text, 31({f. n, 1),

35 (f.me, 1,8, & 4)
Tabatabs, Mubammad Bek. See Mubammad
Bek Tabataba . ‘
ﬁg.h-»-ﬂu-l-ﬂnﬂﬂ, ﬂ(lj’ n., I'_i

Tadhkirats' - Shu'ard b,*ihd;ﬂﬁh:m!- 39(f. n.,3)
mnm.umuuummmma.m;m.

reige, 45
'mFﬁﬂﬂmMm P et o ey
Tariph-i-Firighta translated by Briggs, 35(/f. =, 1)
Tarikh-i-Firis §3aM, Persian text by Shams

SirckjADS, . . . 18()m,2),10()n.,9
Tariphi-Firls §3aM, Persisn text, by Zia

Baranl, . - . . . 19(f.n, 1)

PIII‘
Tarikh-i-Mubirak SJaM, Persian text, 21 (f. =.,8)
The Chronicle of the Polkan Kings, . 35(/. n., 2)
Timiir, Invasion of India by, in 1308, . « 35
Tirmiz, . 41
Tndd,lnhbwafthudnnhndqu
Bajasthan . . . . B0
hpniull-qudm : = " . B

L1)

Udaipur (Btate), . . )

Udﬁﬂmﬂ,ml:fmxliiﬂnfm 3
Ujjain, . .
UMWDELW hnur knnn an ﬂlﬂﬁu

3

Balban, o « 35
W

Wais Beg, father of Banjar Beg, . . . 1T

Water Tank st Nigawr, . . 48

Wﬂm;;ﬂ:mﬂ!hﬂ-d-lhﬂ
Khordsin, . 30, 40

Y

¥ad-i-Ayydm by Sayyid ‘Abdu’l-Haye, 38 (& f. 'l-qﬂ

Yabyd, Prophet, . .

Yir Mobammad, a dunmd.lnt HW‘UIII!
Mm&mtﬂp‘lmnm 0

Ylldllﬂ,nl.' G., . 1,81, 40

TeaLd Bl . - o . A
Z

Zafar Hasan, K. B, = . 1M/ n.5

Zafar Khén, Sultin of Gujarit, 21, 22, 35

Zanina Tal at Nigaur, ¥ . « 47
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