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PREFACE

The rask of making available to the world of scholars the benefits of study and
research on Indian inscriptions would have remained incomplete without the
reprinting of volumes of Epigraphia Indica (Arabic & Persian Supplement). This
series, under the title Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica, published from 1907 to 1940,
was revived in 1949 and since 1951 in its present form. This valuable material is
being published in 13 volumes. The present one is 12th in the series and will be
followed in quick succession by subsequent ones.

I wish to record my thanks to Shri N.M. Ganam, Superintending Epigraphist,
for the planning of the series. Shri J.C. Gupta, Production Officer, Archaeological
Survey of India, has the credit for its speedy execution and production.

K.V. RAMESH
DIRECTOR (EPIGRAPHY)

MYSORE
1-12-1987
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1968

A NEW INSCRIPTION OF MUHAMMAD BIN SAM
By Dg. Z. A. DEsar

A new inscription of Mubammad bin 8im was recently found by me at Nagaur,! the former
capital of the Khinzida chiefs and now a district headquarters in Rajasthan.® Not a single
-opigraph of this monarch was found after his very few kuown records were ably edited by the
late Dr. J. Horovits in an early issue of this Series more than halt a century ago.* Though it does
not contain any new historical information, being unfortunately fragmentary, reverthelees, its
importance as one of the early Arabic and Persian records of India, pertaining to the reign of
Muahammad bin 8im, will be easily recognised by students of history.

I have already referred, albeit briefly, to the circumstances in which this new record of tle
Ghorid king came to light in the course of my visit to Nagaur in the company of Shri Ghanam,
in February 1966.* T had, then also, made it clear that it was not a discovery in the sense that
it3 etist>1ce was unknowa to anybody ; as a matter of fact, the tablot was pointed out to me.
It is at such an out-of-the-way, though certainly not inaccessible, place that it would have indecd

! For inscriptions at Nagaur, s A. Cunningham, Archaeological Swrvey of India Reports, vol. XXIIT
(Calcutta, 1887), pp. 48.72 (sccount by Mr. H.B. W. Garrick). Mr. Garrick was perhaps the first to
deserib» Nagaur and its history and satiguities, and also notice briefly some of the Persian inscriptions st
ths place. But n systzmatio sesrch of the inscriptions st Nagaur and some other places in the erstwhile
Jodhpur Biate was made halfa century later by Dr. M. Abdullah Chaghtai, then of the Dsccan College and
Post-Graduste Rescarch Institute, Poons, and now of Lahore. Chaghtai published the result of his search
in the Epgraphia Indo-Moslew'ca (E1M[), 1049-50, pp. 18.53, It mey, however, be pointed out that nome
of the Nagaur inscriptions studied by him belongs to pre-Sor pewiod. In the past decade, Shri N. G.
Ghanam, Technical Amsistant, Archacological Survey of Indis, Western Circle, Barods, then Exploration
Amistant stationed at Jodhpur, explored and repoited & number of inscriptions from Nagaur and its
eighbourhood. A few more were found in the course of my two visits, one in the company of Shri Ghanam,
All thos> are list>d in the Awiwal Reports on Indian Epgraphy (ARIE), for 1061.82, 106°.03, 1063-64,
1966-66 and 1066-67.

* For a detailed history of Nagaur during the pre-Mughal period, pleass soo Chaghtai, ‘Nagaur, & forgotten
kingdom', Bulletin of the Deccin College and Post-Graduale Research Inatitule, Poona, vol. II, nos, 1.2 (19409,
P> 188-83. For references to other works giving anaccount of the town, its buildings and inscriptions, sco
Epigraphic Indica, Arabic and Peesian Supplement (ELAPS), 1967, P 5 Lnd.

' ELM 1010412, pp. 13-19, OF the twelve such records in all, studisd by Horovite, only three, one (rum
Hausi, dated AH. 588(p. 19), 804 two from Delbione dated A, G92(p. 14 Jand the othor undated{pp. 17-18), bear
his nam>. Thea again, Horovitz is not very sure about ths date of the Hansd record (p. 18 ). Among the rest
are: Delbi, dated A. H. 587 or 580, which may have heen setup Ister (p. 12), and A, H. 502 {p- 14); Hansi,
AH. 503 (p. 15) ; Delhi, A, FL 304 (p. 15) : and Ajmer, A. L 505 and 506 {p- 15).

* EIAPS, 1967, pp. 5-6.

{11
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involved much time and labour to find it. * It was Mr, Rabmatu'llih Raunaq *Uthmini, s member
of the Pirzida family of the town, who informed me on inquiry that apart from a couple of inseribed
slabs built up in the city-wall (which is unfortunately now being demoliched in stages), there
existed a number of similar tablets embedded in the lower as well as the upper walls of the citadel,
locally known a3 the Fort, which forms part of the personal estate of His Highness the Mahiraja
of Jodhpur, and that one of them, which he could not read, contained & name like Subuktigin
and u titlo like Nagir or 5. Tho Siwalik hills figuring quite prominently in the hittery of the
Glnznavid ralers, particularly the luter ones, as is quite well known, 1 was naturally thrilled to
hear of this, though T did not consider it very likely that an inseription of the Ghaznavid movarch
would be found, Nevertheless, it was a reasonable guess that the inscription must be an early
record, particularly since he told me that the seript was unlike any he had seen in the epigraphs at
Nagaur including those of the Khinzidas. Aunyway, we went to the Fort, and with the active
co-operation of Shri Naurang Lil Bhat, the Custodian of the Fort, Mr. Uthmini pointed out to me
the places where the inseribed tablets were built up, On examination, T could azcertain at least
a dozen new records, ull fragmentary, which included, apart from the record urdcr tludy, sn
insoription eack of “Aliu'd-Din Khaljt, his son Qutbu’d-Din Mubdrak and Ghiyatho'd-Din Tughlug
8hah and at least half a dozen of the Ehingida chiefs. An equal nnmber of inseniptions was found
to contain religious texts, some of them assignable to the early Mamliik period, if not to the time of
Mubammad bin 8im, The three Ehalji and Tughlugq inscriptions have been edited by me in the
last issue of this Journal.! T once again express my gratefulness to the Buperintendent of the
H>usehold of His Highness for the readiness with which he acceded to my request for publihirg
theso apigraphs,

The epizraph of the Ghorid monarch, studied in the following lines, is dated A. H. 594, ard
is thus the earlie't to have so far come to light in Rajasthan. Tt will be recalled that even the
Ajmer inscriptions, which belsng to the reign of Muhammad bin 88m but do not contain his name,
are dated A. H. 595 nnd 596:* Also, our record is one of the very few records bearing his name,
and as has been seen above (p. 1, supra, f.n. 3), only two such records, from other parts of the
country—one cach from Hanei and Delhi—are earlier to it in date.?

Tha fragmontary slab on which the epigraph is inseribed is built up ioto the northerr upper
wall of the Fort, at a heisht of less than a metre from the gallery-like paceage formed by tke
battlomsnt of the lower wall.* A considerable portion of the slab is misting on the right Layd
side,® resulting in the loss of considerable text in the beginning, and imnna, the exact purport of
the record cannot be made out : it is difficult to say if it related to the construction of a mesque
or some other edifice or to an altogether different matter, though very likely, the record was
meant for some building only.

Its two-line text is in Arabic. The first line contains the name and the kunya of tle Suliin
and ono of his titles acknowledging his allegiance to the Caliph, and likowice, in 1ho eccoerd Kre
occurs, besides the date A. H. 594 (1196 A. D.), only the nisba of a person, viz. a'sh-Shihibi, which
is preceded by only the last lettsr of his name. This letter could be read either as I or as n, but
I am inclined to thirk that it is n. In that case, the name—or it could be a title only—might

L EITAPS, 1967, pp. 48, 10.11,

* I 101112, p. 16,

& Ibid., pp. 14, 19.

1 ARIE, 1965-68, Xo. I, 537,

¥t is quite likely that a namber of such slabs might have been buils up in the outer and inner surfaces of
the Fort walls, with inseribed surface inside andii recovered, Vey might supply the missing parts of the fragmen.
tary reconds,
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have had the ending ‘a’d-Din’ or so. In case the said letter is taken to be J, the name ¢ ald very
wellbe Abu'l-Fadl orso. As regards the nisba a'gh-Bhihabl, it appears to me tofallin tl category
of similar cognomens like al-Qutbi, a'sh-8hamsi, al-Ghiyithi, etc., used, as was the ractice in
vogue in Islamic countries, for the nobles and high officials respectively of Qutbu'd- Din Aibak,
Shamsu'd-Din Iltutmigh and Ghiyithu'd-Din Balban, In other words, the misfing text in the
second line seems to have contained the name of a nobleman, who was, in all likelihood, called
o’sh-8hihabl. in relation to the regnal title Shihibu'd-Din of his master Mubsmmed bin Sim.

The slab in its present state measures 78 by 47 cm. The style of writing is Nashh of no parti-
cular merit. A point to be noted in this connection is that the writing is incised and hot 1n relief
a8 is usually the case. But as the students of Arabic and Persian mscriptions of India in general
and the readers of this Journal in particular will perhaps be aware, the early Muslim inseriptions
from Tochi Valley and Hund, dated A. H. 243 and A. H. 482, and one more record from Rajasthan,
viz. Ajmer epigraph of Muhammad bin S8m dated A. H. 596, are incised and not cut into relief.’
However, all the other records of Mubammad bin Bim are axecuted in raised letters. It may be
relevant to note in this connection that in some of the early records of Gujarat, in Western Indis
too, the method of incision and not relief in writing on stones is smployed, as has been yohtﬂl
out by me slsewhere.®

The surviving text of our record reads as under ;:—
TEXT

Pilate I(a)

‘:ﬂb_,.ﬂ .p!l“! __...-I.i rl—- ol et rih{"“ -HI]“”” {l)
Qh-d[;]gan-i;e}lﬁ-urﬂéqwia ...... (v)

TRANSLATION
L) e e e e T I e B R e e Abu'l-Muzaffar Mubammad,
son of 8&m, helper of the commander of the Faithful,
) s e s R e n a'gh-8hibdbi, in the months of the year, (A.H)

four and ninsty and five hundred (A. H. 584=1196 A. D.).

' BIM, 1921-22, pl. XIT n ; ibid., 1025-26, pl. X1 b ; dbid., 1911-12, pl. XXVII, nos. 1, 2.
* KEAPS, 1961, p. 6.



THE CHANDERI INSCRIPTION OF ‘ALAU'D-DIN KHALJI
By Dr. ¥, A. Dezsa1

The inscription of ‘Alin’d-Din Ehalji, which I have selected for comments in thi= article,
oams tolight more than four deeades ago, and was, asn matter of fact, even published with historical
notes and an illustration. It was first listed in ono of the reports of the Archacological Depurtment
of the erstwhile Gwalior State,! and its photographic reproduction was entrusted by the Direstor
of the said Department to Mr. Ram Siugh Saksena, who published it with a detailed note as early
as in 1925. Unfortunately, Mr. Bakeona’s study not only lacks scientific treatment, but also
suffers from certain inaceuracies and consequent mis-statements, which may be termed as quite
serious, and it is rather surprising that these should have remained uncorrected so far. Having
had occasion to make a brief reference to these lapses while listing this opigraph in our Annual
Report, I now take this opportunity to make its correct purport available to scholars by re-
editing it hers.

The epigraphical tablet, which is of soft white sandstous, measures 197 by 45 cm. and was
originally found, and it still is, in the house of one Parbho Dayiil,  Brahmin resident of the town of
Chanderi,* which was once the provincial capital under the Sultins of Malwa. Now considerably
reduced in importance, except for its cotton siiris, it is denisd even the status of a taksil head-
quarters. The slab is built into one of the walls of the said house, but it is neither known, nor
has it been possible to ascertain, how or wheu it came to be fixed into its present place, That
it originally belonged to a place of worship, is quite clear from the text and needs no further
confirmation. On the other hand, I am informed by my colleague Shri 8. A. Rahim, who got its
rubbings prepared, that the building in which the tablet oceurs, is just an ordinary residential
unit, without the slightest pretension to antiquity or architectural merit, and therefore, there
seems to be littlo doubt that the slab was brought from elsewhere, or that the original mosque on
which it was fixed, must have existed in its vicinity.

The four-line text of the epigraph is cut in relief in Naskh style. While its calligraphy canuot
be said to be of the finest order, it is nevertheless quite pleasing to the eye, mainly on account of
its neat execution ,which easily makes it one of the best exscuted records of the Ehalji monarch.

The text purports that a mosque was built in 1312, during the reign of the great king, the
Alexander of the age, ‘Alin'd-Din Mubammad 8hih and during the time of the governorship of
Amiru'l-Umari Tkhtiyira’d-Davlat wa'd-Din Tamur Sulténi, the champion (pakludn) of Trin,
by Isma‘ll, sou of ‘Abdu’s-Salim, called Wajih-i-Najib. The builder is designated in the text
88 the mularrir (accountant),® attached to the district (khitta)* of Kol (i.e. modorn Aligarh
in Uttar Pradesh).

The major inacouracies in Mr. Baksena’s study were that firstly, he could not determine the
name of the governor, having taken the word ‘Tamur’ to indicate its literary mewuning of a swond,

3 —

1 Annual Report of the Archasological Department, Gualior BStale, 1924-25, No. 10 of Appendix E.

* R. 8. Baksena, *Persian Inscriptions in the Gwalior State’, Indian Historipal Quurterly, vol, | (1928), pp. 653-56.

* Annsal Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 196263, No. D, 59 and p. 36. ;

* For a brief note on the exact connotation of this term, see Epigraphia Indice, Arabic und Persian Supplement
(E1APS), 1067, p. 13,

8 For a note on the meaning of the term Giifgs, please soe B 10, uifra,

(4)
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THE CHANDERI INSCRIPTION OF ‘ALAU'D-DIN KHALJI

and secondly, having read the place-name "Eol’ as a personal name ‘Kok', ho sought to identify
that imaginary person with the Malwa king Eoka. His observations occupying a greater vart
of his article, based as they are on these incorrect readings, are naturally wrong and misleading,
as will b presently pointed out.

The text, as deeiphered by me, is quoted below .
TEXT

Plate I(h)

Ozl SaSal ] 3 Wl ahe oliaddl Olahe =fas dge 53 dmes ) Ssles ()
W3 dee aladl i

Al el cald cdy 33 8 4l g el Jely ailkle s aKl &) Al O] (y)

> Al @l sl Wkl o Ol Olgke gl g Al sl 8 el ()
Ay N

st atm Ay il A s g Jamedd SA[1] 513 Sam Hladil oAy ()
Blanses 3 558 2 dal D Obas ol | phety 3,5 plad Jp8 Ay ool

TRANSLATION

(1) The construction of this mosque (took place) in the reign of the kingdom of the magnificent
Sultin ‘Aliu'd-Dunyi wa'd-Din (lit. Glory of the State and Religion), Iskandar (i.e. Alexander)
of the Time, Abu'l-Mugaffar Mubammad 8hih,

(2) the Sultin, may Allih perpetuate Li- kugdom and sovereignty, and elevate his affairs
and position, and in the time of the deputy-ship (miydbat) of Amiru’}-Umari (lit. the chief among
the chiefs),

(3) the refuge of the great, Ikhtiyiru'd-Daulat wa’d-Din, the champion (pehludn) of Irin,
Tamur Sultini, may Allih perpetuate his glories and inerease his fortune !

(4) The creature, hopeful of (attaining) the mercy in the House of Peace (namely), Jsmi'll,
son of ‘Abdu’s-Salim, callod Wajth-i-Najib, the subarn ir attached to the District (Bhitta) of Kol,
sompletad it (on) the twentieth of the month of 8ha'ban, year (A, H.) eleven and seven hundred
(20 8hw'biin T11=1 January 1312).

A cowparison of the above-quoted taxt aud tranelation with those or Mr. Bakeena will reveal
a number of mistakes in decipherment, most of them minor, and in translatior too; for obvious
reasons, indicating these mistakes is avoided here. But as already stated above, one of the
major inaccuracies of Mr, Baksena’s study resulted from his inability to determine the name of the
governor, whose titles and name are given in the text as ‘Tkhtiyiru'd-Daulat wa'd-Din FPahlwin-i-
Iran Tamur Sultinl’. According to Mr. 8aksena, this whole phrase which he tranalated as ‘the lord
(paramount) of the fortune of Religion, the greatest athlete’, only contained the honcrific titles
of the governor, but not his name. This omission he tried to explain away thus : ‘The name of the
Governor whosa titles only cover moge than a line of the inscription seems 0 have slipped from
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the pen of the writer, and which he might have thought of inserting somewhere amidst the titles'.!
This 1aasoning is, to put it mildly, rather curious : the composer, or for that matter even the
scribe or engraver, may altogether omit the name of the governor, but it is highly improbable that
in the text of a record, the name of any person intended to be mentioned, particularly of the
status of a governor, should slip from the engraver's pen.

The fact is that it did not strike Mr. Baksena that the word Tamur, a common nous in Turkish,
meaning ‘s sword’, is used here not as such, but as a proper noun, as it is also indicated respectively
by the appellation Sultdni and the high titles including the personal one Tkhtiyaru’d-Din, indicating
his status, that follow and preceds the name. Then again, a reference to contemporary historical
works would have provided a clus to the name of this high nobleman who finds mention therein.

Becondly, Mr. Baksena has erred in reporting Ismi‘il, son of ‘Abdu’s-S8alim, as one ‘who
wrote this epigraph’, though he correctly credits him with having ‘cansed the mosque complated’.®
This mistake was again due to his wrong reading of the word mansih ia the phrase mubarrir-i-
mansib ba-khitta-i-Kol in the third iine, as maktab ; this phrase (as read by him) he had translated
as ‘writer of the soript (caused it to be completed), in the country of Koka'® The fact is that
Isma'tl was the mubarrir (secratary)® attached to the khifta (district) of Kol,i.e. modesn Aligarh.
Sinoe he failed to establish the correct parport of the text, Mr. Saksens was in doubt about Isma‘H's
vocation, as is clear from his statement that *he seems to be in all probability either an architect
or soma subordinate officer who might be in charge of the construction of the mosque’.s

Thirdly, Mr. Baksena states that the ‘inscription names no town but mentions the territory of
Kok, ivsaues the Raja of Malwa’ The text, as wo have seen above, mentions Kol and not
Koka and states that the builder of the mosque was an official of that district. Consequently,
Mr, Baksena's surmise that ‘it is probable that even at that time (i.e, in 1311, seven years after the
Ehalji conquest of Malwa despite Koka's valiant opposition), this part of the country may have
ben more popularly known as Koka dominion (Desa)', deserves to be rejected as it is not at all
corroborated, aven indirectly, by the text. Likewise, it would not be correct to maintain, as done
by him, that the inscription provides a further evidence of the existence of the Malwa Réja who has
been noticed by Firighta only.” As a matter of fact, Koka, who was, incidentally, the foster-
brother snd prime-minister of the Malwa king, is mentioned by earlier writers, as for example,
contemporary Amir Khusraw and later Yabya Barhindr.*

8o much for Mr. Saksena’s obsarvations on this inscription. 'We have already see . above
that thy giversor Tamar Bultini is not unknown to history, though as in the case of most of the
man of the past, wa do aot kaow much absut him, Contemporary historian Barani lists him among
tho nobles of ‘Alin'd-Din Ehaljt and his son Qutbu’d-Din Mubirak Shih and quotes both his name
andtitle.* Healso mantions his having received the fief of Chanderi and Erichh from *Algu'd-Dip. 10

‘&hﬂsﬂ-ﬂuniﬂu
® I,

" Ibid., p. 665,

' hfﬁmhﬂﬁpﬂmnhﬁghfhﬁuﬁudﬂc#lﬁﬂnﬂm seo EIAPS, 1084, p. 5; 1067, p. 13,

* Baksona, op, cil.. p. 835,

L mlp-ml

" Ibid., p. 855, 3

* Amir Ehuersw, Ehetd'inu'i-Futed (Calcutta, 1053), pp. 66, 58 ; Yabyi Sarhindi, Tarl bh-i. Mubdrak Shakd
(Cascutta 1831), p. 78,

* Divin'4-Dia Baranl, Tari kh-i-Firdz Sl (Caleutta, 1562), PP- 241 iwhere the title is spelt as o] sl
o obvions misprint, which has pot been corrected in the Hindi translation of the relevant portionin §.A.A. Rixvi,
Khalji-balin Bharat, Aligarh, 1855, p. 41), 376,

¥ Baragl, op. eit., p. 329,
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According to Amir Khusraw, another contemporary historian, Tamur continued to hold the fief
ib the time of Mubdrak Shih as well.' Tn the latter’s reign, he participated in the Warangal and
Ma‘bar expedition under Khusraw Khin, during which he and other nobles reported Ehusraw
Ehin's secret designs tousurp the throne to the king, who, on the contrary, being under the evil
influence of Khusraw Ehin, punished them. Asa result Tamnr was dismissed, and his fief,
transferred to Khusraw Khin?* Incidentally, the fact that the fief of Chanderi was desmod worthy
to be conferred on Khusraw Khin indicates the high status of its holders, Malik Tamur being one.

But Malik Tamur seems to have managed to cast off his disgrace before long. He must have
regained his status on the accession of Ghiyiithu'd-Din Tughluq Shih, if not earlier, for we find
kim assisting Prince Jiind, later on Sultin Muhammad bin Tughlug, in his Telangana expedition.
Her -too, foreed by the circumstances similar to those just mentioned above—in which he and
other nobles were charged with rebellious motives—he fled the Prince’s army, after having obtained
safo conduct from Rudra Deva, but pursued by the royal troops, ultimately perished at the hands
of the loeai cliiefs in Kalyani.®

It will strike one as ourious that Malik Tamur and his colleagues should be concerned i strik-
ingly similar events concerning two men of different temperaments under almost similar cir-
eumstances. Tt may b held to be nothing more than & mere coincidence, but it is rather hard
10 belisve that in the two episodes referred to above, the behaviour of these nobles, including
Malik Tamur, was motivated only by their sense of loyalty to Quibu'd-Din or Tughlugq Shih.
Vary likely, thers was somsthing erratic in their temperament which influenced their attitude
and behaviour towards the generals under whom they were then working. This strong possibility
has suggested itself to ms on the basis of a statament of almost a contemporary of Malik Tamur,
namaly Mir Khurd, the colebrated author of Siyaru'l- Auliya. Mir Khurd speaks of & commotion
raised by ‘Tamur the governor of Chanderi’, as a result of which a large number of men in his
army, who wers the disciples of the great saint of Delhi, Hadrat Nizimu'd-Din Auliyi, migrated
to other parts of the country.t This, if at all, might represent some srratic streak in Tamur’s
nature. :

1t may b: worthwhils to poiat out here that history does not record the exact time of the
wonquest of Chanderi region. 1ti1 generally believed to have been reduced along with Dhat and
Ujjain by ‘Ainu’l-Malk soon after his conquest of Mandu in 1305,* but no authority is quoted
for this statement. No one among the contemporary historians, Khusraw, Baraul, or ‘Igaml,
refars sprcifically to the conquest of Chanderi itself. Even Yahyd Sarhindl, writing more than
a century later, does not mention Chanderi’s conquest either by ‘Ainu’l-Mulk or any one olse.
Galy Firiahta refers to the captur of Chandoari, along with, and not after, that of Ujjain, Dhirina-
garl (i.e. Dhar), and Mandu .* Now it i3 very likely that Chanderi had, at that peried, nothing
o do with Malwa or at least with Dhar and Mandu ; it seems to have formed an independent
administrative unit, a province, different from that of Dhar and Mandu. This is also clear from

' Amir Ehusraw, Nub-Sipikr (Bombay, 10560), p. 100.
* Barsl, op. cil., pp. 400-01 ; Dr. Agha Mahdi Husain, Tughlug Dynoaty (Caloutts, 1063), pp. 31-32; K. 8.
Lal, History of the Eholjls {Allshabad, 1950), pp. 340-41.

. % Baranl, op. cit., pp. 448-49, He neither specifies the king's name, not the name of t13 piace where Tamur's
wrmy perished. But ‘Ighmi gives more details in his Futiihn's-Salafin (Madras, 1648}, pp. 392-90, about the whols
.episcde and places his destruction in or around Kaiyani (ibid., p. 498). Also see Mahdi Hesain, op. cil., pp. B4-82.

» MirKhurd, Siparw’l-Auliy (Delhi, 1876), p. 256.

+ A, Cunaingham, Archazalogical Surecy of India Reports, vol. 1T (Simla, 1871}, p. 402, giving 1304 ; Saksens
ap. e, p. 865 ; Lal, op. eit., p. 134; Thn Battita, The Ribla, Eng. tr. Dr. Agha Mahd: Husain {Baroda, 1853},
p.166, £0.3: Dr. R. G Majumdar, ed. The Delhi Sultanate (Bombay, 1960), p. 20,

® Firishta, Tiri kh-$=F righs (Kanpur, 1834}, p. 15%
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Baran!’s account of the distribution of fiefs : we are told that while Dhar and Ujjain were given to-
*Ainu’l-Mulk, Chanderi and Erichh were conferred on Malik Tamur.! Also, from Ibn Battita's
statement, it can b> roasonably inferrsd that ths administrative unit of Chanderi was inclusive
of the region around Gwalior too. Tbn Battiita, it may be pointed out, reports his meeting with the
governor of Chandari at Gwalior. *

The above point should not be lost sight of while discussing the time of Chandari’s subjugation
by the Muslims. But for the short-lived conquest by Tltutmish's son Nigirn'd-Din Malimiid in
1251, the plaze seems to have defied Muslim authority. At least in the time of Jaliln'd-Din
Firiiz Khaljl (1200-98), it was under Hinduo sway, a1 i3 known from a categorical statemont of
*Aliu’d-Din himself in the context of his Deogiri expedition from Kara.® It must have boen,
therefore, reduced soms time after that event, that is to say in the time of ‘Aliu’d-Din. We can
safely dismiss Tbn Battiita’s statement that it was coaquersd by Ehusraw Khin ;* he was probably
misinformed or rather misled by the fact that Qutbu'd-Din Mubdrak Shih had bestowed Chanderi
on Ehusraw Ehin after Malik Tamur's dismissal, as has been seen above.

Thus the question as to when and by whom was Chanderi conquered remains still unanswered.
Armong the eatly authorities, only Mir Ehurd refers to the conguest of Chanderi having taken place:
io the raign of *‘Aldu’d-Din. Aceording to him, a governor (wdli), who was a disciple of the patron-
saint of Delhi, Hadrat Nizimu'd-Din, was seat by the king with a large force to conquer Chanderi.
Since the assignmont was a difficult one, the said official requested the saint to send one of his
companions for moral and spiritual support, and accordingly, Maunlind Wajlhu'd-Din Yiisuf was
daputed to participate in the expedition.® Unfortunately, Mir Khurd has refrained from either
naming the governor or dating the event, though it is almost certain that the governor concerned
was not Tamur, since the said hagiographer narrates this event immediately after he has referred
to the high-handednesa of Tamur (raferred to in the preceding lines), resulting in the desertion of
Chanderi by most of his soldiers and the intended desertion by Maulind Yiisuf too.? Under the
circumstances, the only thing that can be definitely asserted is that Chanderi was conquered quite
soma time before A. H. 711, the date of our record,

Incidentally, the name Tamur is variously spelt by different writers as Tamar,® Tamiir,
Tamur or Timur,'® and Timiir"* As the name is inscribed in our epigraph without diacritical
marks, it is difficult to determine the correct pronunciation. The name can be read both as
‘Tamr’ or 'Timur’ in Arabic, the former meaning a ‘ripe date’, and the latter, the eye-disease—
‘a pearl in the eye’ or *obscurity and darkness’.'* But in Turkish, the same word is pronounced

! Barani, op. cif., p. 323,
1 Thn Batiiiga, op. cil., pp. 152, 187,
¥ Minh&j-i-Sirdj, Tubagat-i-Nayiri (Lahore, 1052), p. 122,
 Baranl, op. il., p. 220,
* Tbn Bagififa, op. cil.,, p. 45,
* Mir Khuord, ap, cil., pp. 230-87,
Ibid, p 28,
w Msjumdar, op. cil., p. 433 Lal, op. eil,, pp. 280, 341 ; Riavi, op. eit., pp. 30, 133, 138, 225 ; Mahdi Husain,

2. cil., pp. 31-32, 8588 (but ‘Timfir on pp. 67-88 and *Tamar (Timfr)' on p. 87, L0.3). In Dr. Mahdi Huosain's
Eoglish translation of Iho Battdta's Rikla (p. 50), the nams is spelt as Tamér,

* 1hn Dattdia, op. cil., p. 50,
™ Tgiml, op. eil., pp. 302, 303, 304, 308,
1 Mahdi Husalin, op. eil.. pp. 67-68, .
15 Mabammad Bidslih, Farbang-i-Arandra), vol, I (Luckeow 1884}, p. 731,
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Timur which js stated to be ths actual phonetic expression of the word written with long vowels
ie. Timiir and which means ‘steel’? On the other hand, according to *Abdu'l-Hayy Habibi,
an Afghin scholar, who has recently published Tabagit-i-Nagiri of Minhij-i-8irij from Kabul,
‘the word spelt as Tamur, has been stated by Kishghari to mean steel, and the same spelling
is given in the Tabagit in the names Tamurchi, Tamur Khin Qirin and Tamur Ehin Sangar.
However, the spelling of this name in the later times became Timfir, at times written as Tamir.
In Turkish, the term ‘Damor’ meauing iron or steel is nothing but & form of this *“Tamur'.* There
is therefora little doubt that the correst pronunciation of the name is Tamur or Timur only.
That the second syllable is mur is also corroborated by ‘Tgimi who uses it asa rhyme of pur?®
which shows that the pronuneistion, as he knew or heard it, was Tamur or Timur. Incidentally, the
editor of the Madras edition of ‘Igimr’s Futahu's-Saldtin has throughout transeribed the name a8
Timur.*

Tt may also be mentioned hers that Tamur is mentioned as the muggi® of Chanderi by Baranl,*
as “Gmil, by Hajji Dabir® and as wali, by Mir Khurd? This would mean that the terms mughi °,
*amil and wili were considered more or less synonymous. *

About Tsmafil, whom the toxt credits with the completion of the mosque, nothing is known
from any other source. He was neither an architect nor the writer of the text nor a subordinate
official in charge of the construction as was stated by Saksona. He was the mubarrir attached to
the district (khitfa) of Kol or modern Aligarh, and was also commonly called (almulagqab, lit.
entitled. i.e. with nick-name) WajTh-i-Najib. This last phrase, I feal, represents the second or
popular names of both the son and father : in other words, * Ism#‘il was commonly called Waijth
and his father, ¢ Abdu's-Salim, Najib. Beyond the above information furnished by our record,
nothing whatsoever is known about him.

Lastly, the epigraph under study is taken to furnish * the earliest date so far known for the
new site of Chanderi.” Tt has been presumed by A. Cunningham and later writers that it was
Buri Chanderi, about 15 kilometres from the present town, which was conguered in 1304-05 by
¢ Alin’d-Din’s army.” This assumption coupled with the fact that our inseription was found at
modern Chanderi has been taken to mean that the new site came into existence some time between
1304-05, the date of the conguest of Chanderi and 1312, the date of the said record. Cunningham
only bases his surmise on the fact that the Muslim historisns—Ibn Battita and Firighta—do
ot mention the fort of Chanderi but only the city and since the present city is fortified, ' Alin'd-
Din must have conquered the old city. This however, does not ssem to be a strong presumption,
and mueh stronger basis is needed to substantiate the statement that it was only old Chamleri
that was conquered by ‘Aldu’d-Din. On the other hand, it is not absolutely certain that the
present tablet does belong to modern Chanderi; it was first, and even now, found in a private
house, though it belonged to a mosque. Therefore, the assumption does not seem to be
warranted by facts, and as such needs corroboration.

1 Mubammad Bidghkh, op. eit., p. T78.

+ Abdul-Hayy Habibi, ed. Jabaght-i-Nagirf by Minhdj-i-Sirkj, vol. IT {Eabul, 1343 Hijel Shamsl), pp. 430-31.
s *Ighmi, op. cit. (Agra, 1938), p. 380 (varss 7389) ; ibia. (Madras, 1945), p. 398.

& Ihad. [!Idﬂl], PP- 302, 393, 3, 308,

¥ Baraxl, op. cil.

+ HAjji Dabir, Zafaru'l-Walik bi-Mugajfar swi-Alih, past IT (London, 1921), p. 845,

* Mir Khurd, op. eit., p. 286,

% Fur the viewn o Dr. Mahdi Husain on the tunetions of these posts, sec Mahdi Husain, op. €if., p. 31, Lo.8,

v Archaeclogical Survey of India, Annual Report (ARASI), 1924-25, p. 188,

# Cunningham, op. cit., pp. 402:03 ; ARASI, 1024-25, p. 188 ; Saksena, op, cit.; Mahdi Hussin in Iba Bagate;

op. eit., p- 108.
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Before we conclude, a nots on the term Ehiffa may not be out of place here. The exact con-
notation of this word as used in inscriptions or elsewhere is difficult to determine. The literary
meaning given thereof in the lexicographical work is * a boundary or foundation-line of s houss,
a country, a territory, a region, a city, land occupied for the first time, & street, s habitation,' ‘s
boundary or foundation-line of & house *# or a land around which a boundary-line is drawn for the
constraction of & building to prevent encroachment, a piece of land,® or ‘ the name by which a
big (capital) city is generally known or is calledin Arabia "4 The termis loogely translated ssa
“fortified city' or a * territory,’ * district,’ ‘ region’ or ‘ province’, In the absence of any other
information, it is difficult to establish the exact meaning for which it stands, but the meaning
“a district® or * a territory ’ seems to'be preferable to * a foutified city ",

! Francis Jhonson, A Digtionary, Persian, Arabic and English (Lond 1852), p. 623,

{ V- Steiogstn, Comprabansics Peaon-Enghish Didionary (Loadon, 1051), 3. 487,

! Mubammad Bidghih, op. eit, vol. 11 (Luckoow, 1669), p. 1029; de .
{Luckagw, 1505), p. 160, Gbiyighu'd-Dia, Ghigdghw'l-Lughte

* Ibid. 'The printed toxt of Mahammad BidghSh's work bas i & ie. in popular parlance, whils that of
Ghiyighu'd-Din's has v ;£ P i Arabis, The latter may bes mis-prut.



SOME UNPUBLISHED PRE-MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM BIHAR
By Dr. Q. AEMAD
Department of History, Patns University, Patoa

The value of epigraphical studies for & fuller reconstruction of the political history of Bihar
in the pre-Mughal period does mot require much emphasis. The inscriptions are particularly
valuable in the context of the political geography of the area and in giving new information about
provincial personalities not otherwise kmown. The publication, in a previous jssue of this Beries,!
of twoarticles by Dr. Z.A. Desaiand Mr. A. A. Kadiri, of the Archaeological Survey of India, Nagpur,
discussing some two dogen pre-Mughal inscriptions of Bihar belonging to the reigns of the Tughlug
rulers and the Bengal Sulténs is a very welcome attempt in this direction. In this paper, it is
proposed to present three more unpublished pre-Mughal records, one of Firiz Tughlug and two,
of the Bengal Bultins.

1. INSCRIPTION OF FIRCZ TUGHLUQ FROM BIHAR SHARIF

This partly damaged inscription, belonging to the reign of Firiz Tughluq (1351-88), was.
discovered by me in the compound of the Dargih of the sixteenth-century saint ghih Qumais in
Bihar Sharif, district Patna.® Theepi graphical tablet is now lying on the ground, near the entrance
of the walled enclosure in which, according to the local tradition, the saint lies buried. The tablet
bearing the inscription of Islim Shih, which once adorned the ‘ entrance gateway ' of
the small mosque situsted in the same compound (now complotely ruined),” is also lying
by ita side.

The slab is fragmentsry, having lost the upper and lower corner portions on the right side
and some' portion of the whole of the left side, with the result that portions of the text in the
beginning and end of its three lines are lost. In its present position the tablet measures 44 by
40 om., and contains three lines of writing in mixed Arabic and Persian prose, recording the
construction of a building, the nature of which is not specified in the extant text, but which
appears to have been a mosque in view of the famous Quranic verse occurring in the text. Itis
stated to have been built by one who merely calls himself & servant of Ehinzida Malik Birdju'd-
Din (son of) Sulsimin in the reign of Firiiz Tughlug. The concluding portion of the third lins,
containing the date of the record, is gone, only the day and part of the name of the month

The style of writing of the epigraph is extremely fine and pleasing Naskh of the conventional
typs, which is the high watsr-mark of the Tughluq inscriptions of Bihar Sharif.

+ Epigraphia Indica, Arabie and Persion Supplement (EI4PS), 1061, pp. 25-44.
3 thmmmwmimu[thnmmmhhm Dargib. It is fixed in the gorthern
-.udu-mntmswmmum-upuwmmm.pm.
% Epigraphia Indo- Moslemica (EIN), 1923-24, p. 28.
(11 )
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The text has been read as under :—

TEXT

Flate I1(a)

o 35 Gnles AY1 pall 9 Al gal oo Al deles eas L Jlwi] aft J8] ()
&5k [(1) deme]e

Olladi ol a8 abdigl ses i @ a1 Alall Mdsl [($)des 351 (r)

...... [d)lss oo QW 3 Olde cuah =t e oK 2iF fl.s (r)

TRANBLATION

(1) Allah, the Exalted says, ** Only he shall visit the mosques of Allih, who believes in Allih
and in the Final Day (i.e. Day of Judgament) .} This auspicious mosque

(2) (in the reign of) the king of the Time, confident of the support of the Beneficent (Lord),
(viz.) Abu'l-Mugzaffar Firfiz 8haha’s-Sultin, (may Allih) perpetuate........

T by the slave of the honourable Khiinzida Malik Siriju’d-Dn (son of) Sulaimin,
on thesecond of Bhawwil..........ocv0veinns

The epigraph is quit» important as it providass the nams of an important Tughluq official,
Khinzids Malik Sirdju'd-Din, the master of ths buildsr. In thisconnexion, the attention of Elm
readersisracallad toanarticls by Dr. Dassi on the Arabic and Persian Inscriptions from the Indian
Museum, Caleutta,® two of which ware from Bihar Sharif, the fiadspot of the inscription under
study. While discussing the inseription of Malik Thrihim’s mausolenm,® Dr. Desai has thrown
much pew light on the career of Malik ITbrahim, and al-o suggested the identity of the two
suceseding governors of Bihar, Malik Da’dd and Ehinzida Bulaimin, respectively as the son and
the grandson of the former. The present inscription may be taken to suggest one degree f uftlmr
it the genealogy of Malik Tbrihim. Khinzida Malik Siriju’d-Din mentioned in it is very likely
the son of Khinzida Sulaimin mentioned in the Caleutta Museum inseription from Bihar Sharii.*
The prefixes, Ehinzida and Malik, make tha identifization almost certain. But I would not
vontwe to suggest, also, that Sirdju'd-Din succeeded Suluimin as the governor of Bihar. 1t will
be presuming too much to suggest that the governorship of Bikar had become almost hereditary
i the family of Malik Tbrihim. Moreover, we do not know the date of this inscription, and there
is no basis to suppose that it belongs to a period subsequent to the governorship of Khirzids
Sulaimdn. Without claiming his succession to the governorship of Bihar after Sulaimin. it may

' Qur'an, Chapter IX, part of verse 18,
= ELAPS, 1455 and 1056, pp. 1-32,

3 [hida pp, 39,

¢ Ihd., p. 0,
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FRE-MUGHAL RECORDS FROM BIHAR
{ Prates I1-Illa )
(7} Inscription of Firfiz Tughluy, from Bikep Bharif (p. 12)

Scare : 23

e e B

| : 4|
o E:::_ﬂ =
=T B L
I . S 3




Prams IIT
" (a) Epigraph of ‘Aliu'd-Din Husain 8hih, A.H. 917, Bhagalpur (p. 13)

I!!lf””"" [l llll

ggg_iggsﬁlllﬁllaﬁ

Searz: ‘15
A SULTANATE RECORD Fﬂf M GUJARAT
(6) Epigraph of Ahmad Shah I, from Bar I:l 18)
VAl h‘ I‘-""""_"ﬁ-""!""'ﬂ"‘ - TR

| “ﬁ*u r—vv«)
5’2&@&&)@» )
KIS SR
Mbj % " )2 fd
m

" rf@*"

i
'1

A e I |



SOME UNPUELISHED PRE-MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM BIHAR ' 18

bo suggested that Sirdju'd-Din was the son of the latter and, probably, held an important post in
the prowince either during his lifetime or after his death.?

II. INSCRIPTION OF ‘ ALAU'D-DIN HUSAIN SHAH FROM BHAGALPUR

This inscription of ‘Aliu’d-Din Husain Shih of Bengal (1493-1519), was discovered by me a
few years ago in Bhagalpur town. Itis engraved on a tablet fixed above the outer gateway of
tho Mujahidplir mosque near the railway ovarbridge at the sastern end of the Bhagalpur Railway
Station.? According to the local tradition, the slab was discovered in another part of the town,
Khanjarpir, but was brought overand fixed in its present position by the local people. It measures
T0 by 45 cm.

The text of the epigraph which consists of two lines of Arabic prose, records the construction
of the gate of a Jimi‘ mosque by ‘Aliu'd-Din Husain §hihin A.H. 917 {1511-12A.D.). Thestyleof
writing is Naskh of the same type as is gonerally met with in the inseriptions of this monarch.?

The text has been deciphered as under:—
TEXT

Plate ITI(a)

& a4l Gl e laenl Gy A il OlRLY BlE gres Skl (r)
dilaned 3 s o FHS

TRANSLATION

(1} This gateway of the Jimi‘ mosque was built by the magnificent and illustrious Sultin
* Alan'd-Dunyd wa'd-Din

(2) Abu'l-Muzaffar Husain Shih a’s-Sultin, son of S8ayyid Aghraf al-Husaini, may Allih
perpetutate his kingdom and sovereignty, in the year (A.H.) seventeen ard nine hurdred (A.H.
917=1511-12 A.D.).

Among the fifty snd odd published inscriptions of ‘Aldu'd-Din Husain Shih * only one comme-
morates the building of the gateway of a mosque ; the rest relate to the construction of mo:ques,
domes and tanks. The present inscription is quite similar in text to the Murshidabad mosque
inscription of * Aliu'd-Din, dated six years earlier.® It may bo recalled that there is another

1 [ personally think thst it may not be correct to read idiful-i-ibaf between Sirdju'd-Din snd Sulaimin, I
had suggested to Dr. me‘&m could be a title of KhSnzids Solsimin. It will be remembered
‘hat the full name (with title) of KhAnzida Sulsimin's father, in the proposed identification by me, is dea Iu'd:
Din Dé'td Ehin. I even now think that Birdjutd-Din Sulaimin was his full name.—Editor,

'8 JAmawai Repori on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 1862:63, No. D, 18.

* Of. EIM,1933-34, pl. Il s ; EIAPS, 1955 and 1956, pls. V b and ¢; ibid., 1001, pl. XIV &, b.o: ete.

& Shameud-Din Ahmad, Inscriphions of Beagol, vol. IV (Rajsbali, 1080} , pp. 140-200.
s Jhd., p. 172
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inscription of this Sultin in Bhagalpur town itself, dated ten years earlier, which refers to the cons—
truction of & mosque by Sar-i-Lagh tar Majlis Mabmild birr Yisuf.* The political control of ‘Alin’d-~
Din over a large part of Bihar, both in the north and the south, is well established by quite a few
of his inscriptions not only in Bihar but further west, scross the Ghagra river, in modern Uttar
Pradesh.?

T11. INSCRIPTION OF GHIYATHU'D-DIN MAHMUD SHAH FROM PURNEA

This inscription was discovered by Dr. Ved Parkash, Lectarer in History, Gurn Govind
Singh Collage, Patna, who obtained a charcoal rubbing of it, in the course of his exploration tour
of Purnea. Subsequently, I also visited the place and took an inked rubbing, a copy of which I
sent to the office of the Buperintending Epigraphist, Archasological Survey of India, Nagpur.®

The inscriptional tablet, measuring 57 by 34 em., is kept in the compound of a mosque adjscent
to the house of Mir Nayyar * All of Mahalla Keonlipiir of Purnea city, who informed me that
according to the family tradition, it is lying there for several hundered years. It is inscribed with
three lines of Arabic text. The style of writing is Naskh, which, unlike in the case of the Jali or
thick variety of this script so characteristic of the epigraphs of the Bultins of Bengal, is Khafi or
thin. It is, likewise, not as highly artistie either, though it does contain the usual contrast of
symmetrically placed elongated shafts with the ourves, ete., of the letters, which, coupled with
fairly good quality of the writing, is not entirely without pleasing appeal. The most striking
aspect of the ealligraphy is that the letters are written close and also one upon another, and have,
at a few places, no regular or perfect outline, with the result that the decipheyment of the text
has heen quite difficult. Howaver, it has been possible to read the text with the help of my teacher,
FProf. Dr. 8. H. Askari, Hony. Joint Director, E.P. Jayaswal Researchnstitute, Patna, my colleague
Prof. A. A. Kazimi, Head of the Arabic Department, Patna College, and Dr. Z. A. Desai, to all
of whom I am very much indebted.

The epigraph records the construction of a tomb over the grave of Sayyid Mubammad com-
monly known ns Bahii, by one who is known by the title Balyin Shih, son of Bhaikh Husain,
son of Miyin Shaikh, (namely) Abu'l-‘Azz S8haikh Sa*du’llih, in the time of Ghiyathu'd-Din Abu'l-
Mugaffar Muhmiid Shih, son of Husain Shih, son of Sayyid Ashraf al-Husainl. It is dated the
4tk Dhi'l-Qa*da 943 (14th April 1537).

The text has been deciphered as under :—
TEXT
Plate ITib)
s Al AUl g Al Slped) b W & sl el el G e ()

B e ) s Al 3 sl A e s inal gk ikl ai s 3ipbatl
2 Oy Gl bl ol ) Ml Tis, ] 3350 Sla

1 ETAPS, 1941, p. 40.
* Ibid., pp. 4548,
1 ARIE,1981-62, No. D, 2,
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TRANELATION

(1) In the nams of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Praise be to Allih who made the skies
high and the earth low (plain). And salutations be on His chosen Prophet Muhammad, the selected
one and on his descendants, the true guides, and on his companions, the leaders to the right path.
And this nobls mausoleum was constructed by the humble creature who is hopeful ( of the mercy
of the Creator) (and) who is entitled Balyin Shih,

(2) may Allih distinguish him with honour and rank, son of Shaikh Husain, may Allib
brighten him like water of silver, son of Miyin Shaikh, may Allihsaturate him with. .. .()
namely, Abu'l-‘Azz Shaikh Sa‘du'llih, may Allih forgive him, for his (spiritual) lord, Bayyid
Muhammad, gommonly known as Bibi, for deliverance from Him and merit on account of his
truth,

(8) in the reign of the just and the generous Sulfdn Ghiyithu'd-Dunyi wa’d-Din Abu'l-
Muzaffar Mahmiid Shih, a's-Sultin, son of Husain Shih a's-Sultin, son of Sayyid Aghraf
al-Husaini, may Allih prepetuate his kingdomn and sovereignty ; on the 4th Dhi'l-Qa‘da, year
(A.H.) thres and forty and nine hundred (¢ Dhi'l-Qa‘da 943=14 April 1537).

This inseription of the last independent ruler of Bengal, Mabmid §hih (1533-37), hie only
epigraph to be found so far in Bihar, represents the last extant epigraphic evidence of the existence
of the rule of a Bengal Sultdn over a portion of Bihar. His other inscriptions known so far are
also very few, to be exact, only three, and all of them are in Bengal. This one, his only known
insoription outside Bengsl, is also, perhaps, his last.!

The involvement of Mahmid 8hih in the turbulent politics of Bihar in the thirties of the six=
toonth contury (when Sher Shih’s career was beginning), his conflict with his disaffected governor
at Hajipur, and his unsuccessful trial of streugth with Sher Shah (battle of Burajgarh) are well
known events in the history of Bengal snd Bihar during this period.* The date of our inscription,
1th Dhi'l-Qa‘da 943 (14th April 1537), is worth notice, for the curious coincidence of its being just
a year, almost to the day, before the sack of the Bengal capital Gaur, by Sher Shih on 6th Dhil-
Qa'da 044.° Qur spigraph was set up after the battls of Burajgarh (June 1534), following which

meww[mmndvnhmq,m..pp.mi.tnunma.mm.udm
third is of Lﬂm{mﬂn&mllpﬂiﬂd] Thupmnuh:mrdmmpiﬂdluthnhﬂbnhnmmﬁdl.ﬂ.

pis.
s J. N. Barkar, ed. History of Bengal, vol. 1T (Dacca, 1948), pp. 15965 ; K. . Qanungo, Sher Shch and bis
Times (1985) pp -136-82.

1 Barkar, ojs cit, p. 164



16 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

Sher Shih ‘completed his annexation of Bihar territory upto Bhagalpur’.! But the further eastern
region of Purnea continued under the control of Malmid £ dh. Further, it shows that even after
the first invasion of Gaur by Sher Shih (middle of 1536) and the treaty with Mahmild Shih, accord-
ing to which * territory from Kiul to Bakrigali, some 150 kilometres in length and 50 kilometres
wide’,? was ceded to Sher Shih, the Purnea area still continued to remain under the effate
Bengal ruler. ;

I could not trace any reference in the contemporary chronicles or the religious Tadhkiras
to the saint Sayyid Muhammad or to the builder of the mausoleum, Shaikh Sa‘du’llih and his
ancestors. The name Balyin 8hih by which the latter was geperally known is worth rotice.

¥ Bazkur, gp. cit., p. 162,
* Qazingo, op. &il,, | 162,



AN EARLY SULTANATE RECORD FROM BARODA

By Dr. Z. A. DEsax

The tomb of Pir Ghoda situated in the Laxmi Vilis Palace grounds at Baroda contains in all
four insoriptions of which, one is engraved on the headstone of the grave, and the rest are fixed
ioto the north wall. Inked rubbings of three of these inscriptions were taken by me through the
courtesy and co-operation of the Officer-in-charge of the Household of H. H. the Mahirijs and
of the Superintendent, Archaeological Survey of India, Western Circle, Baroda, to both of whom
I am thankful.!

The existence of these four records was first made known in 1939, by the Archasological
department of the erstwhile Baroda state, through its report, but their purport was merely stated
to be that * they are in the nature of epitaphs and mostly consist of verses from the Qur'dn’.? This
incomplete notice may be one of the reasons why none of these epigraphs has received any detailed
notice.

It is true that three of them including the one on the headstone of the grave contain only
Quranic verses, but none of them is, strictly speaking, in the nature of an epitaph. The fourth
epigraph which is the subject-matter of this shart article, is an historical record which is extremely
important in establishing the identity of 8 nobleman of the reign of Ahmad Shah I of Gujsrat
(1411-42), who was closely associated with Baroda.

The tablet bearing this inscription is squanish in shape, measuring about 53 by 56 cm., and is
built up into ths north-wall of the Tomb.? The Iatter isa plain structure buil% in the beam-and-
lintel style so characteristic of the Muslim monuments of Gujarat of the early Sultanate period.
Phare 15 slso o mosgque and a well nearby. The Tomb is now known after the name of Pir Ghoda

whose remains it is populacly beli eved to enshrine. But no particulars about the life, or
the identity even, of the saint are available: the inscription on the headstone being religious, as
stated abovs, fails to provide any information on this point. However, there appears to ba some
trath in the local tradition that the name Pir Ghoda is a corruption of Pir Gord.

Phe language of the racord is Persian. Its text consists of six lines of writing carved in relief
in Naskh characters of great merit, Thestyle of writingis quite similar to othar two fifteenth-
cenbury inseriptions, dated a few years sarlier, that have survived at Baroda itself.* But unfor-
tunataly, the epigraphical tablet has considerably weathered through passage of time and also
on account of inclemencies of nature, and asa result, the letters have not only lost s @58

of shape, but have fiaked off in some places. Worse still, the slab, along with the building,
has undergone repeated coats of white-wash. These factors evidently rendered the decipher-
ment of its text difficult.

1 Anmual Report on Indian Epigraphy (4 RIE), 1850-60, Nos, D, 01-83.

% Annual Report of the Archaeological Department, Baroda Siale, for tho year ending July 1938 (Baroda,
1009), pp. 14, 31,

s ARIE, 1958-60, No. I, 92,

u Cf. Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica (EIAM), 1930-40, pp. 2-3, pl. 1T, and Dr, ML A, Chaghtal, Muslim Monuments
of Akmadabad (Pocns, 1042), pp. 28-20 and 30-31, pla. IVaand IVh.

{17)
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The six-line text commences with Bismi'llzh, inscribed in the first line, while in the
remaining lines, it is recorded that a mosque, & tomb and a well were constructed in A.H, 816
(1413-14), during the reign of Nigiru'd-Dunyi wa'd-Din Abmad Shih, by Bektars, son of Adam,
son of Sulsimin, known as A'zam Khin,

Tt has been deciphered by me as under :—
TEXT

Plate 111 (b)
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TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful,
(2) Inthe time of thereign of the master of the world, sovereign of mankind, lord

(3) of the necks of nations, chief among the kings of Arabia and Parsia, ruler of the surface
of the earth, shadow of Allih

(4) in the universe, raliant on the support of the Beneficent, Nigira'd-Dunyi wa'd-Din
Abu'l-Mujihid Ahmad Shah,

{5) son of Muhammad 8kih, son of Muzaffar Shih the Sultin,may Allih porpetuate his king-
dom, the servant hopeful of the marcy of the Nourisher, Bektars,

(8) son of Xdam, ron of Sulaimin, common] y known as (i.e. entitled) A'zam Ehin, cons-
tructed this tomb, mosque and well. Whosoaver visits here, may remember (the builder ) with

prayers for (his) Faith. On the date (afforded by the words: ) the Aelp of Allah (yielding A.H.
816 or 1413-14 A.D)).

As pointed out above, the reading of the phrase which has been taken to yield the
date is not final, Tt will be observed that the date is not inseribed in figures, but it should ba
remsmbered that in the early Muslim inscriptions, figures were not amployed for indicating the
date, which would be either expressed in words or by way of a chronogram. Now here,
as a glance at the illustration will show, there is hardly any space for expressing the date in

i The writing being nd letters faked off In thi , the ﬂmmmpu.,
invoostory bext and yielding the date i santoio ey A o
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words. Therefors, it is reasonable to supposa that the year was intended to he afforded by
#he chronogram contained in the [ast phrase, which I have read as: Nugratu'llihi (help of
Allih). This parase, according to the Abjad system of the numerical value of letters,
would work out to yield A H. 816 (1413-14 AD ).

In any case, the inseription could not have been inscribed later than A. H. 816, the year in
which Baktars rebelled against the Sultan, as will be discussed hereinafter, or earlier than the
14th Ramadin 813 (10th January 1411), the date of the Sultin's accession to the throne. If my
interpretation of the date is correct, the epigraph would be the earliest and the only Muslim record
of the Bultanate period in Gujarat, of course, to be so dated.!

But what T consider to be more important aspect of this epigraph is its unimpeachable evidence
which should now remove a great misunderstanding about the name as well as the identity of an
important official of the period. The great irony about this misunderstanding is that most of the
modern authorities on the history of Gujarat have not taken cognisance of the fact that the names
Bhikan and Adam recorded in the Persian chronicles, printed or otherwise, as of two persons, are
;nfact of one individual, Bektars (son of) Adam, only. One of the earliest such writers, Rir E. C.
Bayley, was no doubt aware of this confusion. But he too simply dismissed it as improbable,*
while the fact is otherwise, as will be seen from the following lines.

The text clearly states that the builder, Bektars, was theson of Zdam and grandson of Bulaimin
and that he was entitled A'zam Ehin. Now none of the three main published works on the history
of the period, viz. Nizimu'd-Din Abmad’s Tabaqdt-i-Akbari, Sikandar's Mir'@t-i-Sikandari and
Firishta's Gulshan-i-Ibrakimi, commonly known as T Grikh-i-Firights, which were written within
few years of one another, is found to contain any reference to Bektars, though all of them contain
the names Adam and Sulaimén. The reason for it is not that there is no mention of Bektars in
these works ; on the contrary, he does find mention, but on account of the ealligraphical peculiarities
of the Arabic script, this name was copied by successive copyists, or at least it would so appear, as
Bhikan or Bikan or Bhankar.® Not only that, but the confusion was made worse by the inter-
polation of the conjunctional wiv between the name of the father and the son in Sikandar's work.*
Tt is worth pointing out that not only do the JTabagdf and the Tarikh-i-Firighta not have the con-
junction, but the unpublished Tarikh-i-Mchmid Shahi too, s transcribed copy of which I have
been able to consult, does not use the conjunction. It was the reliance on his manusecript of Sikan-
.dar's work which prevented Bayley from trying to ascertain the true fact.

Now wae are told that immediately after his accession, i.e. after 10th January 1411, anun-
successful attempt was made to dethrone Abmad Shih by his uncles, asided by a few of the veteraz
noblemen. In one of the battles, they defeated, according to Sikandar, ‘Bhiksn and Kdam Afghin
who were sincere (i.e. loyal) to the king’,% and according to Firighta, ‘Adam Bhanksr who wax sent
by the king'.* While Professor M. 8. Commissariat has skipped over these details, ¥ Dr. 8. [,

o I i ek anden, sy st ted ging e daeof vome e of Abmad B8

A i ol ion - ction H . 2 ' A

m;mn?mrﬂdi. INII.W,M.S:: 87). > - sl i
1 Sir E. C. Bayley, Gujara! (London, 1856), p. 83 and f.n.

% Sikandar, ep. cif., pp. 30, 40; Nigimn'd Din Ahmad, Tabagil-i-Akbarf, Vol. TI (Caleuits, 1828), pp. B7.
200, In Firishts, TartEh-i- Pirighta, vol. IT (Kanpur, 1884}, pp. 182, 184, the order of the pames is also reversed,
baot we must remamber that the printed edition of this work referred to is very sorrupt, The Tarilh-i-Makmidd
_GhiAT (MB) seems to have Bikan.

4 Sikandar, op. cil., p- 30,

¥ hid.

# Firighta, op. cil., p. 182,

= M. 8. Commissariat, History of Gujorat, vol, I (Bombay, 1938), p. T8,
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Misra who had, in addition, access to the manuscript of the Tarikh-i- Mahmi 1 Saaki, merely follows-

Bikandar and Firighta and mentions ‘two loyal Afghan chiefs Bikan and Adam.” It may be noted:
in this connexitn that the much earlier Tarikh-i-Malmdd Shihi and even the Tabaqdt do not refer
to this battle at all.

At a later date, some time in A.H. 816 (1413-14 A D) to be exact, aceording to the printed
edition of Sikandar's history, Malik Sulaimin entitled A'zam Ehin, along with other nobles,
joined in s conspiracy against the king.* Here evidently Malik Sulaimén is not intended ; there -
must have been two words preceding this name which comprised the name of his son and grandson
and which must have been left out by the scribe. For, allthe other authorities including the.
Tarikh-i- Mahmad Shihi while describing this event pame him as ‘Malik Bhikan (Bikan in
Tarikh-i-Mahmid §hihi) Adam Sulaimin’; in Firighta, it is as usual ‘Adam Bhankar' but as
already stated above, the Navalkishore edition of his work being very corrupt, it is almost
certain that the order of these names must have been Bhankar Adsm. Thus it is certain that
the noble mentioned in regard to both the events is one and the same person only.

Equally evident is the fact that the correct spelling of the name is neither Bhikan, nor Bikan
nor Bhankar as has been variantly written in the above works, but Bektars. The orthography
of these variants in Persian, particularly in a cursive hand, is so alike that any scribe with just an
average knowledge of the language would confuse one with the other, mueh more 50 since the name
Bektars is not very common, while Bhikan is. Bhikan, Bikan, Bhankar and Bektars would be

inscribed respectively in Arabic seript thus: ;Kiy Ko Sig and o, 8. Now written
in a running or cursive hand, = iSu—Bektars can be easily misread as any of the other three-

names. Therefore, in visw of the evidence of our inscription, there should be no doubt that the
correct name of the noble who was conecernsd with the early events of Abmad Shah’s reign was
Bektars, son of 1dam and grandson of Bulaimén.

Here, it is worthwhils to draw attention to the fact that one of the two Baroda records referred
$oabove, viz. from the Navlakhi Viv, also situated in the Laxmi Vilis Palace compound, mentions
the fact that Malika'sh-Sharq Malik Adam, son of Sulsimin, was the muqis’ (fiaf-holder) of Baro-
dara (i.e. Barods) in A. H. 807 (1405 A.D.).* As regards Bektars, it has been already stated above
that according to Sikandar and Firighta, he was on the king’s side at the time of the first revolt of
the latter's uncles. But the authors of the T'§rikh-i-Mabmid Shaki and the Tabagit-i- Akbari do
not subscribe to this fact. It appears from the Jabagdt that Bektars was already mugli’ of
Baroda during she time of Muzaffar Shih, having presumably succeeded his father on the latter's
death or retirement, and that he was already in disfavour of Ahmad Shih until after the revolt
of the latter’s uncles, when he submitted to the king at the town of Wantaj.* This account of
the T'abagdt appears to be nearer to the truth.®* However,in A.H. 816 (1413-14 A. D.), along
with soms other nobles, he again revolted against Ahmad Shih and was compelled to flee. What
happened to Bektars in exils is not known from any of these works.

1 Dr. 8. C. Misra, The Rise of Muslim Power in Gujaral, 1208-1442 (Bombay, 1063), p. 168,

* Bikandar, op. ail., p. 40.

* EIM, 1880-40, pp. 2-3.

% Ho in Nigma'd-Din Abmad, op. cil., p. 97. The Navalkishore edition of this work gives ‘Shekh’ which is
mtill more currupt. From the context it appears that the place was at & fow march’s distanee to the north-north-

wost of Broach. It is very likely that mmm&th{.mmMumwm@nahm
pearest to answer the epelling a1l 9 of the town Wantaj. But Dehej,  one-time port, is situated west of Broach

at & distance of about forty kilometres,
& Jbid., pp. 97, 100.




AN EARLY FIFTEENTH CENTURY INSCRIPTION FROM GUJARAT

By Dr. Z. A. DEsax

In the Corpus Inseriptionum Bharnagars, which is a selection of Arabic and Persian inscriptions
collected by the Antiquarian Department of the erstwhile Bhavnagar State in Saurashtra proper
of Gujarat State,brought out as early as in 1889, a very interesting inscription from Mangrol was
published. TUulike in the case of quite a fow inscriptions noticed in that work, the text and trans-
lation of this epigraph were mostly correct, with the exception of a single mistake. But it is sur-
prising that the writers on the history of Gujarat including the late lumented Professor M. 8. Com-
mi=sariat, who was the first to make an extensive use of this work in the first volume of hiz excellent
History of Gujarat, have not taken note of this epigraph, which apart from being historically quite
important, provides a piece of information not generally met with even in historical works, as we

shall presently see.

The tablet of white marble on which it is inscribed measures 34 by 48 cm. and is built up into
the wall of one of the rooms of the Darbargah, now housing the Records Office, at Mangrol, the
capital of the erstwhilestate of the same name and now a taluke headquartersin Junagadh district.?
It was originally built up, when first noticed in the Corpus, into the left-side wall of the chopifa
or a small square-room attached to the Gidi Gate of the same building. It is inscribed with eight
lines of writing of which the first comprises Bismi'llik and invocations to Allih by His name and
attributes, and the rest purport to be an order issued in the months of the year A. H. 805 (1403-04
A.D.) by His Highness Maliku'l-Umard Muo'inu’d-Daulat wa'd-Din Mahk Malikshah, son of Badr,
the mugts’ of the region (shiq) of Sorath, for the prosperity of the gasba (town) of Mangrol and wel-
fare of its inhabitants. The order aimed to discontinue forthwith the levy of a marriage-tax
which the Hindu Community of the town was required to pay to the office of the Kotwil of the
town, and not to collect it in future. It is also stated therein that the step was taken to ensure
salvation in this as well as the next world which shows that the act of remission was considered to

be a pious duty.

This inscription is thus quite important. It supplies some information about an administra=
tive matter and gives an idea of the nature of taxes that used to be levied by local officials. This
order clearly shows that it was not a general tax levied by the State in the whole kindgom or
even the provinee or region or district, but was one of the imposts which the local officials could
or would, on their own, collect from the people, or from a particular community—as, for example,
in this case, where the Hindus were supposed to pay it to the Kotwil. Incidentally, this
sort of levy sesms to have been in vogue in some parts of the country. For example, we
know of & similar tax being collected, again as a non-general item, in the time of the
Mughsl emperor Aurangzeh in Rajasthan, by the agents of the fief-ho'der, who was asked
by the emperor to discontinue it as well as some more similar impnets on the representation,

of the public.?

1 Annual Report on Indien Epigraphy (ARIE), 1054-55, No. D, 138,
% Jbid., 1085-66, No. D, 230. This inscription is published in this issue (p. 70, i),
(21)
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The style of writing is pleasing Naskh which is remarkable for the sharp and pointed vutline
of its letters and somewhat cursive flourish of its ligatures, and conforms to the calligraphy of a
few contemporary epigraphs from Mangrol.?

The text of this reeord as published earlier, is fairly correct.? The only mistake of consequence
in its reading is that of Ahirin—the name of a Hindu sub -community—instead of Diwdn (mieaning
office) ; according to this faulty reading, the marriage-tax was being collected from the ‘Hindus
and Ahirs' which is even otherwise superfluous, as the community of Lhirs has been professing
Hindu faith.

My reading of the text is as under :—
TEXT

Plate IV (a)
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! Cf. Epigraphia Indico, Arabic and Persian Supplement (EFAPS), 1953 and 1954 pl. XVIT a ; ibid., 1062,
pls. VIII 8,1 X, X & and b; ete.

1 Gorpus Inacriptionum Bhavnagari (Bhavnagar, 1889), p. 10,
® Ibid. amita.

4 Ipid, has | &80 Jal,.
S Ibid. has o) .

4 1bid, omita,

T Ibid. bar 44Ty

* Ibid, bas O} un |

* Ibid. has Xl .

 15id. hes o pE .



AN EARLY FIFTEENTH CENTURY RECORD FROM GUJARAT
{a) Order, issued in A H. 805, from Mangrol (p. 22)

A SHARQI INSCRIPTION FROM BIHAR

(8) Imseription of Husain Shih, A.H. 892, Bihar Sharif (p. 26)

Prate IV
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TRANSLATION
{1) O Allih ! In the name of the Beneficent, the Merciful. Allih is the helper of the weak.

{2) In the months of the year (A.H.) five and eight hundred (A.H.B805=1403-04 A.D.), His
Highness Maliku'l-Umari

{3) Mu‘Tun'd-Daulat wa'd-Din Malik Malikshak, (son of) Badr,

(1) may Allih perpotuate his glories, mugti’ of the district (ghig) of Sorat (i.e. Borath), for the
prosperity of the

{5) town (qusha) of Mangalor and the peacs of mind of (its) inhabitants, any amount that, at
the time nf

(6) the marriage of the Hindus, in the office (Diwd a) of the Kotwil of the said gagba

(7) was being taken, has ramoved and remitted. And hereafter, it should not be taken, and
likewisa,

{8) the peopls should ba excused (from its payment), so that the salvation of this world and
thereafter may be achieved.

The epigraph is also important from another point of view. It provides the name of one more
local official of high standing. Malik Malikghah is stated in the record to have been the mugti* of
the ghig of Sorath, by which, as it was doue so until recently in official records foo, is meant the
region comprising, roughly speaking, the region of the present district of Tunagadh.! Historical
records fail te take any notice of this official, except that he was one of the nobles to join the
rebellion of Maundiid against his nephew Ahmad Shik I in A.H. 813.2 Tt will be remembered that
wa have another epigraph at Mangrol itself which records the name of one more governor of the
ghiy, namely Malik Badr. According to this, he was the mugfi® of the ghigin the year A.H.
803—barely two years prior to the date of the record understudy. It is quite likely that
Malikshah of our inscription was a son of this Badr, whom, in that case, he succeeded to the ghig
of Sorath as the mugti'.® This epigraph also, as in the case of other epigraphs from Mangrol,
indicates that Mangrol was the headquarters of the Sorath sghig from the time of the later
Tughlugs ; Junagadh, it may be remembered, was at the period not under the direct authority
of the Muslims

It may also be observed that this epigraph not only fails to mention the name of the reigning
monarch, as in the case of the one under reference, but it goes one step further and does not mention
the name of the Gujarat governor even. While T have attempted to explain elsewhers the omission -
of the king’s name in my study of the other inseriptions from Mangrol,* the absence of any reference
to the governor is somewhat intriguing. Attention is also invited to the fact that the rame of the
mugii’ is mentioned along with the titles Mu'inu’d-Daulat wa'd-Din ; such titles of local officials,
as a rule, are not quoted in epigraphs. Could these facts be construed to mean that the Maliku'l-

¥ Until » fow vears back, Junagadh district was officially called Sorath district.

2 Sikandar, Mir'di.i-Sikanduri (Baredn, 1901), p. 30, In the Name index of ibid., p. 184 (of introdnetion),
thy name Is incorrectiy quoted as Shah Badar Khatri, Malik.

» EIAPS, 1062, pp. 37-38.

4 Ibid., pp. 32-34.
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Umari cherished designs of defying the provincial authority, if not assumption of tetal indepen-
dence 7 The fact that at about the date of this epigraph, the then powerful governor of Gujarat,
namely Zafar Khin, was pre-occupied with serious difference of opinion with his son Tatir Ekiir,
ultimately resulting in the assupption of kingship of Gujarat in A.H. 806 by the latter, even whila
Zafar Khin was slive, may also have prompted the mugti’ ol Borath to adopt this - attitude.
As has been seen above, he was already on the gide of Maudid who had rebelled against Ahmad
ghih I at the time of the latter's accession after the death of Zafar Khan who bad assumed
kingship under the title Mugaffar Shih on the death of Tatar Khinin A.H.806. There
is another explanation for the titles used for Maliku |-Umari Malik Malil ghob, namely that, he
might have been a man of high birth, closely related to Zafar Ehiin or 0. But then, Zi.fr Elau's
own inseriptions of his pre-kingship period do not invest his name with any such title. Also, it
wonld not explain the omission of Zafar Khin's mention as governor of the whole provin:c.




AN INSCRIPTION OF HUSAIN SHAH SHARQI FROM BIHAR
By Dn. Z. A. DEsa1

The credit of identifying the opigraph selocted for study in this shoil articie, pces, as in the
case of the mujority of the Arabic and Persian inscriptions from the province of Bihar. to the inde-
fatigable energyof that veteran historian and scholar, Professor Dr. Suyyid Husan Axkari of Patua.
By his unrelenting efforts, the learned Professor has brought to light & number of interesting and
historically important inscriptions from the distant parts of the State, and though in fuct, there
is no branch of history to which he has not made a substantial contribution, it is nothing but plain
truth to say that his discoveries in the epigraphical field alone, are sufficient to earn him a promi-
nent place in the niche of fame, whieh incidentally, he, like a true scholar, always tries to shan.

Prufessor Askari had told me quite some time ago that there once existed on the gate of the
four-walled open Dargih of Hagrat ShabFadlu'llih Gosi'Tu at Bihar Sharif in Patuoa district, a
tablet bearing an iuscription of thelast Bharqi king, Husain 8hal, which had since disappeared.
In one of his 1:arned papers, he had also published its reading,' based upon its inked rubbing,
which was taken when thetablet wasstillinits place, and which, he informed me, was preserved in
the Patna Museum. [t was only left for me to approach the then Curator of the Museum,
Mr. 8. A. Shere, who was kind enough to place the impression at my disposal.® I am grateful
to both Profassor Askari and Mr. Shere {or their co-operation aund interost.

Judging from the rubbing, the non-extant tablet must have meaured 108 by 23 cw. awl
contained a metrical text executed in relief in two lines, The inelegant handwriting and the close
and somewhat indifferently shaped lettering rendered its decipherment extremely difficult, despite
the fact that the rubbing has come out well and is fairly well preserved. It is not in the least sur-
prising, therefore, that Professor Askari's reading referrod to above i< somewhat incomplete.  Even
now, there are a few words which have defied either correct or complete decipherment. In any
case, [ am glad that it has been possible to decipher o considerable portion thercof and deseribie it
purport to a fairly intelligible extent.

A cursory glance at the text is sufficient to reveal that the poetical fragment of four verses as
contained in the present rubbing is not complete. Tho first hemistich hegins rather abraptly, for
the name of the king is mentioned without the usual prefatory phrase like ‘in the reign of’, ‘in the
time of’ ete., which was perhaps contained in vne precoding hemistich, now missing. Then again,
if the text were complete, the extant eight hemistiches of the verses—which. it will be observed
end in the rhyme #m—should have normally rhymed alternatively. But here, instead of the
second, fourth, sixth and eighth hemistiches rthyming with one another, the first, third, sixth and
eighth hemistiches end in the same rhyme. This is contrary to the usual metrical form, whereby
the second, fourth, sixth and eighth hemistiches, with or without the first, should have the same
rhyme. This proves beyond any doubt that some portion of the text is lost. Most probably, no
portion on the left is missing, as the text seems to have concluded with the last hemistich in the
second line with the prescribed rhyms, for were it not o, there would have been at least one

1 8. H. Askari, ‘Bibar in the time of the two Lodi Suliins of Delbi', Journal of the Bilur Research Sociely, Patas,
vol. XLI, Part 3 (1955), p. 3, £n. 1.

8 Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 1002-63, No, 1y, 21,
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more couplet—two hemistiches—after that, and also a similar one in the correspording part of
the first line, but looking to the rhyme-pattern, this does not seem to be the case. Moreover, it
will be observed that on this, i.e. the left sido, the slab, as judged from the rubbing, isin tact. There-
fore, some writing, originally inscribed on the right, is now missing ; the edge of the tablst on this
side itself points to the fact that the slab must have broken hore. Lastly, the lost portion dees not
seom to have been more than one hemistich in each line, for were it =0, it should have consisted of
@ither three or five hemistiches in each line, and this again appears to be quite unlikely. A glance
at the text quoted below, where the missing text is indicated by dots, will make the whole pattern
clear.

The extant text contains the usual referonce to the reigning king who 1s, in this case, none
other than Husain Shih Sharqi of Juunpur, and seems to record the cons tructicn of a iemb. It
slen seems to mention one nobloman Malik-i-8harq Malik Bhikh, with the title ‘Aléu’d-T'rulat
wa'd-Diu, but the context in which his name occurs is uot clear beyond any daubt, due to the in-
complete text. It is possiblo that the tomb was erected over his remains or. if one can reasonably
surmise from the present text, as is more porbable too, by him. The vear was A, H, 892 and the
month, if T have been able to interpret the text correctly, Mularram (Mulsrram 892-28 December
1486-26 January 1487).

The reading of the text as deciphered hy me is quoted balow :—

TEXT
Plate IV (h)
pld 9 Pl B g e Olal seerenrsss s aaeasenes ()
LT RN, S A . L) N B e

e e el iasisesitl ¥1)
(3)phE 285 A0 el K

plai(T)As 5 45 348 do a8 e

SO A G e K ke
() &5 5 ged s e a5 8

S8 ok Jle Gyodel JL e )

TRANBLATION
(Ayriodn L L e o s o e N T
TN e T T e o e TR i Hl:ltﬂll];hlhnin,rIu_-I,'iul_rnmlt]mmm”:n-];
of the Morn and Eve,
through whom thisearth . ...... .. S iy e has received great nonour. This
dome (i.e.tomb) . .. .. i R R dome of the green-coloured

sky.

T'he o namancler, the idestroyer of army, Malik-i-Sharq Bhikh whe

(Y s e e e e e IO SN .
........... LI R ey .

----- |-1.-.-n-.-.--.--+r.---q..q--uu-.q,..,..,,..,’..

He becamo * Ali-i-Daulat (wa'd-) Din (lit. glory of the State and Religion).....,..... AP
the bartlefield, by the point of his swerd . ... ... .colour of darkness,

A
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From the month of the year, it was first (i.e, Mubarram) snd from the year of the era (1), it

was the A. H. year eight hundred ninety (and) two, when it was completed (Mubarram 892-28
Decomber 1486-26 January 1457).

The inscription is historically important. It is the only record of the Bhargl king Husain
Shil found so fur in Bilar.  Even otherwise, o far ouly two records of his were known : both are
found in the Kannauj district of Uttar Pradesh. There seems to be no valid reason to suppote
thut the tablet did not origivally belong to Bihar Bharif, where it was fourd.? Therefcro, it can
b tuken to testify to the avknowledgement of his authority at that time.  As is known to students
of history, the scens of tho political activity, as far as the Shargl moparch was concerned, had
shifted to Bikar, which was, by 1486, the only region which had remained out of the Lodi control.
In that year Buhlul Lodi bad captured all the districts except Bihar.? As was the case in the
beginning of the sixteenth contury,the province was on the verge of political nnstability, and was
yob to remuin so, at least for another docade, until Bikandar Lodi would ultimately break thefharqi
1esistance and anvex the province to lis kindgom, causing HusainShih not only to lose his throne
but ultimately his life in the province which had provided a temporary capital and military base
to him during the last years of his heroic life, and final resting-place, after his death.*

The epigraph also provides the name of one more prominent nobleman of the Sharqis,Maliko'sh
-Bharq Malik Bhikh, who iz not known from any other source. If he had governed Bihar
on bahalf of his master, us is very likely, our record would provide one more nams in the list of
Bibar’s governors.

! ARIE, 1063-84, Nos. 1, 329, 348, respoctivly dated A. M. 870 (1465 A.D.) and A, IL. 831 (1476 A.D.).
* Le this conneetion, it muy be of futerest to note that the other records of the Sharqgi kings found in Bibar so
fur, also come from Bihar Sharif. These comprise two records each of Ibrihim (dated A.H. 807 and 535) and

Malumid (Loth dated A. H. 854), and have buen published in Epigraphis Indica, 4robic and Persia s Supplement,
II.Pﬁ'.h PP- ‘Ei "31- 50, 52,

* A, B. Pandey, The First Afghan Empire in India (Caloutta, 1956), Pp. 853-80.

& For details of the Sharqi-Lodi struggle, sce Askari, op. oil., pp. 2.4 ; Pandey, op. cil., pp. 66-8F,121-20; Dr,
Abdnl-Halim, History of the Lodi Sultana af Delli wnd Agra (Dacea, 1061), PP 21-30, 37-45, 65.74.



A UNIQUE INSCRIPTION OF HUMAYUN FROM BULANLGSHAHR
By D £, A, sy

Tu vi eourse of his offivial visit to coviain places in Uttar Pradesh in 1962, Mr. A, A, Kadiri,
Epigraphizal Assistant of our office, copied, umong others, un importan ! juscription of the time of
tha Mughal smperor Humiyiin, from Bolandshulir. This epigraph scoms to have beon noticed
first in the gazetteer of tha Nortn Westers Provinces of India as early as in about 1875, hut as may
Le expectad, the notice wus uut only brief, but also incomplete und incorrect as well.!  Subse-
quently, it was briefly described by Dr. A. Fiihrer in his list, but his uotice too was unsatisfactory.®
Likewise, more or less the sams information was repeated in the district gazeiteer of the United
Provinces,?

But when Mr. Eadiri, in normal coursa, showed me the impressions of the inscriptions he had
got prepared, in his tour, including that of empress Radivyu, 1 wis thrilled to find that the text
mentioned a lady, who could be noue other than emperor Baliur's spouse, as the governor. Itis
{rom the said impression that the record is edited here for the first time,

As itis, very few inscriptions of Humdyfin have coma to light.  But what makes this epigraph
extremaly interesting, is the fact that it rofers it<ell o the governorship (* winal) of a lady, who is
none other than Humiyiin's step-mother. In a way, therelore, it i= a unique inscription, for we
have not o far, in India, coms across any other recotd seb up during the time of the governorship
of a lady. It is indead a happy coincidence that the epigraph is found at a place which has also
the privilago ko possess another anique inseription, even though fragmentary, of the only lady to
grace the throne of Delli, namely, Radiyya.t

The epizraphical tablst measures 118 by 32 cm. aiml is fized on the central mibinib of the 1deih
at Bulandshalr, a district hemlquarters in the state of Uttar Pradesh.* The Idgih was evidently
coustructed from the romains of a much older buililing, u= there are built up in its wall, several
fragmaatary tablets;, containing records of cither Mubawmad hin 8im or hi= two immedinte
auccassors.”

Having remained constantly exposed to the diverss elemonts of nature, the stone has weathered,
and th - letters carved in relief thoreon are slivlitly affected. Tts two-line text commences with
Bismi'lldh and the First Croed, which are in Arabic, vecnpying the first line, while the historieal
matter that follows in the second live is in Por-iun and records the construction of a mosque in
AL HL 045 (1538 A.D.) daring tho time of the government (‘amal) of Begam Dildir Aghdchn, The
mosque is stubod o have been built by Nikpay Khin,®  sowof Malik Janlar (2).  From this purport,

* Edwin T, Atk'nson, Statistical, descriptive and historicnl aceount of the Northowestern Provinces of Indin,

vol. 1L (Allahabad, 1875 ), p. 130
® A. Fihrer, The Monnmental Antiguitics wnd Inscriptionatin the North-weslern Prorinces und Oudh(Allshabad,

18al), p. 5

' H. B. Novill, Digrit Gazellcers of the Uniled Procias of Ayra and Oulh, vol. ¥, Bulsndshshr (Lucknow,
1939), p. 207,

! Epigraphia Indica, Arabic and Persiun Supplament (B4 PS), 1066, pp. 1-3.

Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE;, 1962-63, No, D, 263,

* 1bid,, 10085-00, Noa. D, 563-80. Nono of thess is in KAli characters, na stated in Fihrer, op, cit,

T'Ihis i how 1 am now inclined to determine the name of the builder, which was deciphered a8 Nikbakht
KbAa st the tima of listiag it in ARITE, 106263, No. D, 263,
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which can he checked up with the illustration of tha record, it should be clear that the name of the
governor was not Bind Bagam,! nor was the builder's name Nek Bakht Khin.? Accordiug to
Nevill, the mosque referred to has nothing to do with the *Idgih,® but that is open to question.
Not in all the ‘Idgih insc-iptions, the text differentiates between an ‘Idgih (for which the term
namazgih is at times used) and‘a mosque. However, this aspect need not detain us here further.

The style of writing of the record is Naskh, which is remarkable for its somewhat angular
sweeps in the first line. But the calligraphical style in the second line is more or less the same
as generally found in contemporary rocords, having retained, however, in the case of some letters
the vestige of the peculiarity just mentioned.

My reading of the text is as under :—
TEXT

Plate V (a)

Sl Jgey det Gl VAN Y i pes ) B e ()
r{g Sl cie Jes ol 53 5 g LAk O ples dag Ojaa edys A 53 ()
fre Ale e )ll Sa2 G oaT (9)M0 oSl il OLSE des WS 1 aplE] Hlals

TEANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful. There is no god but Alldh, Muha-
mmad is the Prophet of Allih.

(2) 1n the time of the reign of His Majesty Muhammad Humiyiin Bidghih Ghizi and during
the days of the government of Begam Dildir Aghdvha, the builder of this mosque is Nikpay
Ehiin, son of Malik Janlar (}). It was completed in the month of Rajab, year (A.H.) 945
(November-December 1538).

The sbove text mentions, apart from the name of the emperor, two more personages: the
bailder of the mosyue and the person in whose administrative charge (‘amal) Bulandshahr then lay.
The former's name as inseribed in the text reads like Nikpay Ehin. The letters in this portior
having lost their sharpness, the reading is not absolutely above doubt; it can be read as Niki
Ehintoo. Butbetween the letters k and kh of the name, there appears to be either bor pand also
y, two dots of which are placed withio the curve of the letter d of the preceding word. I am there-
fore almost certain that the name intended is Nikpay Ehan. Unfortunately, it has not been possible
to establish his identity and trace any details of his life from sources available to me. It can only
be guessed, albeit quite reasonably, that he might have deputised for the Bagam or was a trusted
official.

8till greater is the difficulty in establishing the correct name of the builder’s fathar, which {3
mentioned along with the title Malik, indicative, beyond any doubt, of his status. Tt seema to be
a central Asian or Turkish name. The first syllable looks like either l= or lg= or las, but it is most

1 Atkinson, op. cif,
8 [bid. ; Fiibrer, op. cil. ; Nevill, op. cil.
* Nevill; op, aif,
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probably s only, as the stroke appearing as the upper portions of either & or p is nothing
but the left (i.e. initial) portion of the letter » dropping down vertically and joined with a slight
rightward flourish to the lstter | . If so, the name could be ;Uls (Jinlaz), or if we take the
dot of j to be of wany transeribed just above, it could be Ml (Jinlar). ln the alternative,
K la (Jahiingr) also suggests itself, but the letter <5 has no distinguishing stroke which is

given at avery other such place in the text, and moreover, there are no dots for the latter &,
while dots are provided in each such case. T, therefore, tentatively read the name as Jinlar.

But it is the other personage mentioned in the text which, as stated above, invests the epi-
graph with far greater importance. She is Bagam Dildir Aghicha, who has had the unique distinc-
tisn of being the governor of the place or having held it in fief.” No other lady, in inscriptions, and
pariiins in recorded history of India too, is known to have held such charge independently, and
there is, fortunately, no difficulty in establishing her identity, as her name is quite familiar to ths
students of Mughal history.

Bezam Dildir Aghiicha was emperor Bibur's wife and Humiyiin's step-mother of whom,
among the total five ¢hildren, Mirzd Hindil and Gulbadan Begam wers born. Inexplicably, she
is just mantioned by Babur.! Whatever few details are available about her are tobe foundin her
daughter Gulbadan's Humagin Nima® where too, one wonld have looked for more particulars,
It is unfortunate that these referances do not disclose much of her life, though they reveal her
as & pleasing, good and sensible woman.®

Mora surprising is the fact that of all the persons, Bibur and Gulbadan do not provide any
information about her early life or her parentage. The suggestion that this coull be due to her
non-royhl birth or low social st&tus; has been traced to two facts. Firstly, she is usually styled (in
the Turkl original of Bibur's memaoirs and by others) as Aghicha, the term used in our epigraph
too. [ucidentally, the epigraph determines the spelling of the appellation of the royal consort and
settles onee for all that the cognomen is Aghicha as is correctly used in the Akbur ¥dma of Abu'l-
Fadl in prefarence to the variant Aghi* The exact connotation of this term, in the words
of Mrs. A. 8. Baveridge, the tranalator of both Bibur's Turkish memoirs and Gulbadan’s work,
is difficult to establish, but she defines it as *a lady, but not a begam, by birth'. The use of this
term in contradiction to Bszam is usually taken to imply low birth, according to Mrs. Beveridge
who, however, thinks that it does not necessarily do so; it may be an omission of the con-
temporarily obvious* To use her words, the term “as used by Babur and Gulbadan, sup-
ports Pavet de Courteille’s* definition of a * lady ’ in contradistinction to a * begam’, and does
not ¢anvey raproach to the woman as its occasional rendering (concubins) does.””

The other fact which may be taken to suggest low status of Dildir Bsgam, according to Mrs.
Bavaridze, again, is Miham Bygam’s forcible adoption of Dildir's children Hindal and Gulbadan
Begam in 1519 and 1525 respectively. According to her, * in some cases which are mentioned
by Bibar, adoptions wars msds by a childlais wifs of high degres from a slave or servant, but no

! Bibur, Bibur Nima, Eng. tr, Annette 8. Beveridge (London, 1921), p. 347,
=y * Gulbadap, Humiyin Nima, ed. Annette 5. Beveridge (London, 1002), pp. 20, 20, 32, 38, 43,45, 47, 62, 62,

3 Zea also Gulbadan, Humiyin Néma, Eng. tr. by Mrs, Annctte 8. the
of fumryun (Londun, 1902), p. 226, 2 Beveridge under the title The History

OF ibid., p. 225,

* (julbadan, op. oft. {Eng. tr.), p. 3.

* Transiator of BiYur's momoirs in French.
¥ Jbid., p. 225,
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such reason seems behind those from Dil-dir’.* Mrs. Beveridge also thinks that ¢ she is spoken
of in terms which preclude the supposition that (as Haidar® puts it in another place), she was
outside the circle of distinetion.™

From the above, it is clear that Mrs. Beveridge's observations on the parentage or tho early
status of Dildar Begam are rambling and inconclusive. It must, howevar, be said to her credit
that she has not made any secrat about her inability to decide about the low or non-royal parentage
of Dildir Aghicha or otherwise. She is not only hesitant, but is rather sceptical about both,
though she has just put forth soms suggestions to show that she probably came from a high,
though not & royal, family. One of these is that she was perhaps of Mirin Shahi birth,* and while
doing 0, she has suggested her idontification with §iliha Sulfin Begam, daughter of BSultin
Mahmiid Mirzi Mirdn Shihi.®

In fairness to Mrs. Baveridge, it must be acknowledged that the views on the subject could
not be definite in view of the scant data available. Not only that, but it stands to her credit that
she is the only person to have devoted some attention to this problem, which, unfortunately,
no body else seems to have followed up.

Now what I regard as a very probable clue to her early career, if not birth, is found in the
Wagi‘at-i-Mughtagi of the contemporary Shaikh Rizqu'llih with the poetical name, Mushtiql.
In ths section of this book dealing with the Malwa king Nagirn’d-Din, one Dildir Aghicha® is
mentionad as a woman of great loarning, poetic talent, charm and grace; she had received, on
account of har accomplishmarts, the title of the nadima-i-majlis (boon-companion) from that
monarch. Rizqu'llih also quotes one hemistich composed impromptu by Dildir, on a particular
occasion, and goes on to report that the king was so much elated with the extempore composition
that he openly acknowledged that were not Dildir Aghicha a woman, he would have handed over
his kingdom to her, and invested her with administrative powers.

In the confusion that followed the death of Nasiru'd-Din in 1510, we are further informed,
Dildar went to Agra, along with three other eminent Malwa noblemen, “enowned alike for ability
and learning. At Agra, she was introduced by Bhaikh 8a‘7d tc the Lodi king Sultdn Sikandar.
The latter, though greatly impressed by her accomplishments, advised her to lead a homely life.
Disappointed, she left Agra.”

After this, she is not heard of any moro. It is not known where she went, bat it is not unlikely
that she might have coms into contact with Bibur, and the latter, a man of literary and artistio
talents himself, having been impressed by her attainments, might have married her. Or, Bibur,
who is reported, by soms historians like Hijji Dabir and “Abdu'llih, to have visited Agrasome
time during the reign of Sikandar in the garb of a Qalandar,® might have cultivated a friend-
ship and liking for her and took her with him to Kabul.

1 Gulbadsn, ep. cil., p. 9.

* MirzA Haidar Daughlit, author of the Tari bh-i- Ba Tl

 Gulbadan, op. cil., (Eng. tr.), p. .

& Ibid., pp. 225; Bibur, op, cif,, pp. 7T12-14.

s Gulbadan, op. ¢it., (Eng. tr.), p. 277.

& As the manuscript of this hitherto uppablished important work was not available to me, I couid only confuiu
Hindi translation of its extracts made by Dr. 5. A, A, Rizvi (Uttar Taimir-kilin Bhiral, Pact 11, Aligarh, 1058),
from the Logdon Manuscript, The appellation is cited by him (ibid,, pp. 140-41), as Ghighs, which must have
been 80 in the London manuscript too, since Dr. Hamidud-Din, utilising the concerned portion of the same manus-
eript, also uses that form {Hamidud-Din, * The Khaljis of Malwa and the Sultans of Delhi®, Journal of Indtan
History, vol. XL (1962), p. 758).

T Rizvi, op. cil,, pp 44041,

s Hijji Dabir, Zoforw'l-Walik bi-Magaffer wa-dlid, vol. IIl (London, 1928), p. 924: Audu'lEb,
Tarf ph-i-Da'adi (Aligarh, 1954), pp. 63-84.
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Bz what it may, the ciroumstantial evidence in favour of the identification of this acvow-
plished lady with the wife of Bibur is too strong to be easily brushed aside. Firstly, the name of
both the personalities, even to the appellation Aghdcha, is identical. Secondly, the rime of Dildir's
departure from Agra eoincides with the probable time of her marriage with Iibur, some time
between 1509 and 1519, as determined by Mrs. Baveridge on various considerations. Aud this
is the time when she could have meg Bibur or gone to Central Asia to be taken as his wife. Thirdly,
and this is no less significant, the proposed identification would explain the veil of darkness that
was allowsd to envelope the descent and parentage or even earlier lifa of Dildir Begam by Bibur,
her own daughter Gulbadan and Mughal historians. Otherwisa, it is difficult to believe that in
differont circumstances, Bibur and Gulbadan Begam, who are normally wont to give details,
would have sc singularly refrained from doing so in her case. In short, it would look almost certain
that the hoon compauion of the Malwa Sultin later on became the consort of the Mughal emperor.

Of course, a question may be asked why Shaikh Rizqu'llih who was a contemporary of Dildir
Aghicha did not refer to the identification of which he must have been, indeed, aware. His
silence itself on this point, it can be reasonably argued on the other hand, can be taken to be in
favour of this identification. 'Writing as he was in the time of the Mughals, he naturally could not
be expested to publicise the identification, and even then, being contemporarily obvious, he was
not witholding the information from his immediate readers. And that is perhaps why—and
no other satisfactory explanation seems plausible—none of the writers of the Mughal period men-
tions this great lady in the context of her early cafeer at Mandu.

In any case, thera should be little doubt that the dignitary referred to in our epigraph is none
other than Bibur's wife. Qurepigraph, thus, furaishes & very important and also quite interesting
information about her. It also shows the regard and affection Humiyiin seems to have had for
his step-mother—thus corroborating the statements of her daughter Gulbadan—on whom he had
conferred the fief or governorship of Bulandshahr. Some particulars of her career in the time of
Humiyiin's reign, befors and after the date of our record, are given ip the narrative of her daunghter
Gulbadan Bagam, and the same need not be repeated here.?

The inseription, as has been already pointed out in the preceding lines, also settles, once forall,
the correctapalling of the cognomen of Dildar. It was Aghicha and not A ghii, or Ghigha asis record-
¢l in the Loadon manuscript of Mughtiqi's Wagi‘l and some other works. Another important
point about the epigraph, though of a corrvborative value, is that it supplies one more instance
of the style of writing the numeral 4 ard, more particularly, 5. The numeral 5, the way it is
written hers, has bean erroneously taken by some scholars, to represent either 4 or 6. Thix is not
correct, as has been shown by me elsewhere.? Here 100, the date-figure clearly shows that it is
oartainly not 4, which in the second digit is differextly written, nor could it be 6, as that would
make tha dato A, H. 946, the year in which Humiy iin was compelled to retire in exile.

1 Bibur, ep. eit., p. 089, n. 5.

*Guibadan, op. cil., pp. 20, 20, 32, 35, 43, 45, 47, 52, 62, T6; st also index ppder Dildir Begam in Gulba.
dan, op. eit. (Epg. tr ).

8 A detailed discussion on this subject will be found in EFAPS, 1067, p. 63,

l'(t‘



A SOR INSCRIPTION FROM CENTRAL RAJASTHAN

By Du. Z. A. DEgAx

As statod elsowhore in this issue (p. 2, supra), I recently kad an opportunity to examine
and copy a number of existing, but hitherto unnoticed, inscriptions at Nagaur, the former
oapital of the Khinzida chisfs and now a district headquarters in Rajasthan.! These include the
racords of the Ghori, Mamliik, Ehalji, Tnghluq, Khinzida, Siir and Mughal dynasties,® and of
them, the KhaljTand Tughluq epizraphs were published by me in the previous issus,® and the only
Ghori record has already bean studied in the preceding lines (p. 3, supra), where references to the
works giving the history of Nagaur and 1ts antiquities, inscriptions, ete., will also be found.
Here, T propose tostudy one more epigraph from this town belonging tothe time of the Sir king
Islim Shih (1545-b4).

Tt is not that ouf inscription is the only Siir record to be found here ; as a matter of fact,
thros rocords of this dynasty—set up in the time of Islim Shéh himself from this place are known.*
Therefore, strictly speaking, it is not that our record supplies new information about the political
status of Nagaur in the Siir period,® though unfortunately most of the writers on the subject,
including eminent historians like Shri Ram Sharma and A.L. Srivastava, fail to take notice of
this important epigraphical evidence.* The value of this and the above-mentioned three
records, in this aspect too, being correborative and authentic, cannot be overlooked, and it 15
indesd a pity that these epigraphs should continue to be ignored by the writers on the history of
Rajputana. For example, it is generally belicved that Sher Shih's desth gave Mildeva his
opportunity and by the end of the year 1546, he was again lord and master of Jodhpur and

Marwar.? This can only be partislly correct.

But what wo want to stress hers is the fact that the inscription is important from another
point : it helps to establish the identity of n saintly figure of Nagaur, who seems to have been
respected alike by the Hindu and Muslim communities of the town and who is mentioned in twe
more inseriptions, one from Nagaur itself and the other from Delhi, as we will have oceasion to

mention presently.

1 A Cunningham, Archaeological Survey of India Reports, vol. XX11IT (Caléutta, 1857), pp. 84-72 (nocount by

Mr. H. B. W. Garrick). Mr. Garrick wos the first to desoribe Nagaur and it notiquities, and he also briefly
a fow inscriptions from that place. 1t was, however, left to Dr. M. A. Chaghtai of the Deccan College

Post.Graduate and Research Institute, Poona, to make a systomatic study of the inscriptions of Nagaur and other
places in the erstwhile Jodhpur state |Epigraphin Indo-Mosdemica (EIM}, 1949-50, pp. 18-53). Bat his study
of the Nagaur inscriptions (ibid.,pp. 35-53) was confined to the rocords of the Siirs and the Mughals. Chaghtai
does not seem to have becn sware of the record under study.

* Amnual Report on Indion Epigraphy {ARIE), 1065-66, Nos. I, 334-66,

* Epigraphia Indica, Arabic and Persian Supplement (EIAPS), 1967, pp. 4-8, 10-11.

* EIM, 1949-50, pp. 36, 37, 38,

s For the history of Naguur during the pre-Mughal period, please sce Dr, M. A. Chaghtai, * Nagaur, » forgotten
kingdom®, Bulletin of the Ireccan Colleyr Post-traduale and Rescarch Institute, vol. I1, nos. 1-2 (1840), pp. 166-83,

% Sri Rtam Sharma, Studies in Medicral Indian History (Sholapur, 1956),p. 186 ; A. L. Srivastavs, Sher Shak
and his Sucesssors (Agrn, 1950), pp. 331, vta.

T Iid,

(3)
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3 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—AR.ABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

The inscriptional tabler 15 now in the custody of Pir Baghiru'd-Din Suhrawardi,! the sa ‘dda-
naghin of tho khangih, at Nagaur, of the famous thirteenth century eaint Qad1 Hamidu'd-1s... '’
Nigaurl, who lies buried at Delhi.* The circumstances in which the tablet came intohis posses-
sion were thus related to me by him. It originally belonged to the old building of the Madrasa,
now replaced by a new building housing s school run by the local Muslims, sitnated inside
the Nahir-Pole(Gate). A few years back, some unknown persons removed and threw it in
the river thinking that they had disposed it off pormanently. But the present custodian of the
tablet somehow managed to recoverit. It will be seen from the text cited below that the epigraph
refors only to a mosque in the khangdh of the saint. On the other hand, may bo argued that the
Madrasa where the said slab existed before its theft, was part of the khdngdk-complex. No state-
ment in this regard can be conclusive.

Be what it may, it is a mattar of satisfaction that aninteresting document has been saved from
destruction, and as a result, it has been possible not only to place the contents of the record
for the benefit of historians and scholars, but also to identify beyond doubt one saintly person
whose name had occurred, as stated above, in two more records. I am thankful to Mr. Subra-
wardi for his having aceeeded to my request for the examination of the epigraphical tablet lying
in his house and preparation of its rubbing, particulurly at a rather late hour.

Tha slab measuring 58 by 43 cm. contains a vext of four lines in Persian, which records the
construction of a mosque inside the hingih of His Holiness Shaikh Hamidu'd-Din Nagauri Suhra-
wardf, by Miyin Khwija, son of Bhukr (orShakar) Batani in 1552. It also mentions His Holiness
Shaikhu'l-Mashiikh Shaikh Sulaimén, as the epiritual successor of Qadi Hamidu'd-Din.
Lastly, the name of the king occurs in the last line, but part of the slab being broken at the left
cornor, the name of Islaim Bhih is lost, and of that of his father Sher Shah too, only theinitial Sh
hus survived.

The style of writing is Naskh which in itself is of no particular merit, but its execation is quite
neat, and to a certain extent pleasing too, despite the uneven size of lotters in different parts and
lack of proper alignment. Tts calligraphy is almost the same as that of another inseription from
this town, also mentioning Shaikh Sulaimin,? to which we shall refer in the following lines.

The text has been deciphered as follows :—
TEXT

Plate V (b)
99500 6558 gl ad opas S B 53 dnes gl 35 ()

Olale  awd mltdl s opaa S OB sk el (r)

1 ARIE, 1965-668, No. D, 348.

1 For the account of this scholar saint of great repute, ses Mir Khurd, Siyaru'l-A uliyd(Delhi, 1878), pp. 56-57,
343, 472, 476-77, 581-02, 50T, 510, 628, 576 ; Amir Hasan Sijzi, Fawd'idu'l-Fu'dd {Delhi, 1894), pp. 6, 33, 53,
83, 162, 185-89, 239-41 ; HamId Qalandar, Khairu'l-Majalis (Aligarh, 1850), pp. 45, 276 ; Fagdl-i-Abmad, Aghkar-
i-Abrlir{Agrs, AH. 1328), being theUrdd translstion of Mubsammad Ghauthi's Gulsdr-i-Abrdr, pp. 4748 ; * Abd'yl-
Haq Dihlavi, Abbaru'l-Abhydr-i Aardri'l-Abrdr, (Delhi, 1014), pp. 3744; Diri Shukih, Saffnatu'l-Auliya
(Kanpur, 1000), pp. 113-14 ; Hifig Ghulim Sarwar, Khasinatu'l-4gfiyd, vol. I (Kanpur, 1002), pp. 300-13 ; Sayyid
Sabibu'd-Din * Abdu'r-Rahmin, Bazm-i-Siflyyo (Azamgarh, 1040), pp. 84-88 ; C. A. Storey, Persian Lilerature,
vol. I, pt. 1 (London, 1935), pp. 6-7 ; pt. 2 (London, 1953), p. 1194.

3 EIAPS, 1955 and 1088, pl. XVI »,
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A 80R INSCRIPTION FROM CENTRAL RAJASTHAN 4
I o e ey A DS 5 bl Ol JW ol s A A2 o (1)
Llaand 3 gheas:
[ols n]e [t ol2 pAal SiJhad) gl Olem i WG (3019 cabhd] Olele dgs 55 ()
olbl.
TRANSLATION

(1) This mosque was constructed in the khdngdh of His Holiness, Hagrat Shaikh Haml-
du'd-Din Nigaurl Subrawardi,

(2) (during the tenure of his) sajjada (lit. carpet. i.e. holder of the carpet—spiritual successor),
His Holiness Hadrat Shaikhc'l-Mashaikh Shaikh Sulaimin,

(3) son of Shaikh Bhikh, through the guidance of the Exalted Allih, by Miyin Ehwiji, son
of Shukr (or Shakar) Batani, (on) the first of the month of Rajab, year (A.H.)nine and fifty and nine
hundred ( 1 Rajab 959=23 June 1552),

(4) in the time of the king of kings, the reliant on the support of the Beneficent, Abu’l-Muga-
[ffar Islim Shih, son of ] Bhler Shih], Sultin.

It is not possible to establish the identity of the builder, Miyin Ebwija. His father's name
can be read either as Bhukr or Bhakar, but the first form is preferable. That Miyin EKhwija was
an Afghin is clear from his clan-name Batani. The honorific appellation Miyén, prefixed to his
name, not only points to that too, but it may also be taken to indicate sufficiently high social or
official status,

The chisf importance of the epigraph, as stated above, lies in that it furni hes extremely useful
information aboutBhaikh Bulaimin, about whose identity, nothing was known so far from sources
other than epigraphical. Even the aforementioned Pir Baghiru'd-Din, who is his direct descendant
both in lineage and spiritual succession, could not supply any information in the course of my first
visit. When I visited Nagaur for a sscond time in 1966, I requested him to show the Family Tree
(#hajara) in his possession. Omn consulting it, it was found that while Pir Baghiru'd-Din is twelfth
in descent from Shaikh Sulaimén, mentioned in our epigraph, the latter is a thirteenth degree
descendant of Qidi Hamidu'd-Din Nagaur.* One of the sons of Bhaikh Bulaimin was Bhaikh
Biyazid, who is believed to have been buried in the Mahalls-Suhrawardiyin inside Nahir-Pole
at Nagaur, and this appears to be correct, for an inscription on a nearby mosque states that the said
mosque was constructed in the khingdh of Sheikh Biyaszid in A H. 997 (15688-89 A. D.).* Shaikh
Sulaimin himself is locally believed to be buried in the enclosure of the Tomb of Pir Zuhiru'd-Din
Abmad, a son of Qidi Hamidu'd-Din, which is situated in the Loharpura locality of the town.?

t I was also allowed to consult, on request, a copy of the Family Tree in possession of Pirzdda *Abdu'l-Ghani
Bihib, the sajjada-naghin of Hagdrat Tirikin §abib (Hamide'd-Din §af1 Su'dll Nigauri) at Nagaur, Tt varies from
the copy mentioned above in one or two places. For example, one name is made into two : Shaikh Magharn'd.
Din Bhikh of the first copy appears as Fhaikh Bhikhjl (son of) Shaikh Zuhiiru'd-Din Bhikh in the other, But the
main point of difference is that in his copy,Pir Baghira'd-Din is stated tobos descendant of Shaikh Sulsimin
through the Intter's son Shaikh Mugiafi, whils in the other copy, be is shown as kaving descended from his other son
Biynaid,

* ARIE, 1966-87, No, D, 1az.

¥ For the inscriptions from this tomb, see ARIE, 1985-66, Nos, D, 358-81,




36 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

The saint Shaikh Sulaimin is not a» unknown figure in epigraphical research. Bo far, Wwe
had two epigraphs mentioning him : one from Nagaur itself, which is now in the State Museum,
Jodhpaur,! dated about four months earlier than the one under study and the other, at Delhi,
st up in A.H. 974, on the tomb of his ancestor Qidi Hamidu'd-Din.* While both thess epigraphs
furnish interesting dotails about him, it is only the present one which discloses his identity and
throws light on his connection ‘with the saintly order.

It may be rocalled that the Nagaur inscription under reference, which was published in a
previous issue of this journal, furnishes an extremely interesting example of the dispsnsation of
justice and of religious tolerance too, and can, therefore, be deseribed here briefly. There was
a Jaina po#al (religious building), standing in the name of Bhattérk Kirat Chand, which seems
o have been occupied either for public or private use. When, by whom and under what eircuma-
tances this had happened, is not mentioned in the said reeord whick states that through the
intereession of SBhaikh Sulsimin, the building was vacated and handed over to the original owners,
under the orders of Majlis-i-'All Yiisuf Daulat Khin Siir, who was most probably the governor.?
This ineident, which took place in February 1552, testifies, on one hand, to the broad ontlook
marked by high traditions of tolerance as practiced by Muslim divines, and on the other,
indicates the extent of respect in which the Shaikh was held by the aushorities snd alse by the
non-Muslim residents of the town. Vary likely, he was approached to use his good offices in the
matter ; even so, it would illustrate the great confidence and faith which his sense of justies and
uprightness must have inspired in the minds of the local Jaina community.

It is surprising that the inscription just referred to did not contain any information that
would throw light on Shaikh Sulaimin’s identity. It is only from the record under study,—apart
from the Family Tree mentioning barely his name—that we know for the first time that he was
the spiritual successor of Qidi Hamidu'd-Din and the head of the Nagaur khangih. No other
information about him is available from any source. But Shaikh Sulaimfn was alive at least
until A.-H. 974 (1566-67 A. D.), in which he constructed the tomb of Qidi Hamidu'd-Din at
Delhi, as stated in its inscription, described in the following Appendix.

Appendiz

The epigraph just referred to in the last paragraph is inscribed on the foot-side of the bottem
tier of the sarcophagus of Hadrat Qidi Hamidu'd-Din Nigauri, at Mahrauli, Delhi. To the loft
of the passage running east to west, which leads into the large enclosure on its right, marking the
resting place of his spiritual preceptor, Hadrat Qutbu’d-Din Bakhtyir Kiki, is the open thres
walled enclosure on a high terrace, the fourth side of which, towards the north, overlooking his
master’s grave, is wide open. The bottom tier of the grave is of marble, and the upper one, of
granite, which suggests that it is a later addition. A low marble railing set under a square
chhatri supporting a flat roof on twelve pillars, which appears to be comparatively modemn,
surrounds the sarcophagus. From this, it would appear that nothing but the bottom tier remains
of the original construction. The surface of this tier is inscribed with religious texts in beautiful -
Thulth letters on three, i.e. north, east, and west sides,® and with the historical record on the
remaining, i.e. southern or foot-side.

1 ETAFPS, 1055 and 1856, p. 63 ; ARIE, 1952-53, No. O, 107.
% ARIE, 1004-65, No. D, 23, :
s ETAPS, 1985 and 1956, p. 63,

4 The text on the north side comprises Qur'dn, Chapter X, versen 82-63, on the west, ibid,, Chapter XLVIII,
yerse | and part of verse 2, and on the east, & Tradition of tho Prophed,
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A worn-gut rabbing of the historical inseription was found among the old impressions in
my office, but as the record is not noticed in the List propared by the late-lamented Maulvi Zafar
Hasan, who has otherwise described the grave of Qidi Hamidu'd-Din! I was doubtful about its
survival. That it did onee belong to the tomb was never in doubt, since Thoma Willian. Beale,
and following him, S8ayyid Ahmad Ehi&n and others, have cited its reading in their works? But
I feared that it had perhpaps disappeared some time after they wrote or the above rubbing was
taken. Even Mr. Abdul-Qadir Biddiqi, our mechanic for taking impressions, who was once sent
to Ageortain its existence and prepare its rubbing, reported that there was none. But subse-
quently, in the eourse of one of my visits to Delhi, I could ascertain that the epigraph is
in situt

The text is engraved on the foot-side half of the bottom tier except where the surface is
overlaid by the next upper tiar. 1t consists of two parts, one recording the date of the death of
the saint, which is stated to be the night of Monday, 11th Ramadin 641 (22nd February 1244)
and the sacond that of the construction of his tomb by Shaikh Sulaimén, son of Bikh (Bhikh) in
A.H. 974 (1566-67 A.D.). The style of writing is Naskh, which though quite artistie, still suffers
in eomparison with the excellent Thulth of religious texts mentioned above.

The text of this epigraph published first by Beale and subsequently quoted by Sayyid Ahmad
Ehan and Bashjrud-Din Ahmad, as stated above, is incorrect in many respects, According to
them, for sxample, the tomb was built in A.H. 774, and the saint had expired in A.H, 695

The text, us deciphered by ms, reads as follows .—
TEXT
Plate V (c)
(a)*
Al @I LY Gleill WY G585 GUYI J sl Y] Ll 5l die e ()
LAY pals Bog )l Ha jae odips by il s gt LSO QW) 1 (y)
Lload 3 Gare 3 @l T g &Sy A2 o Olale
(b) Right margin.
@t o Sl ()
e s pEedl (1)
4 Fl gl (v)
ol 4aTT il g 5 ()

t List of Mubammadan and Hindu Monuments, vol. III, Mahrauli Zail (Caloutta, 1922), Pp. 4548,

T. W. Beale, Miftabu't-Tawdrikh (Agrs, 1849), p. 113; Sayyid Ahmad Khan, 4¢ddru's-Sanadid (Delhi,
1874), p. 185; Bashirad-Din Ahmad, Wigi'at-i-Diru'l-Hukimat-i-DiMli (Agrs, 1916), p. 271. \

8 4 KIR, 1904.65, No. D, 23,

4 Bge loot-nute No. 2.

 The spases cosupied by a, band ¢ are 20 by 17 cm., 20 by 17em., and 105 by 17 cm. respestivaly,
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(¢) Left margin.
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TRANBLATION

(a) (1) This is the illuminated grave of the Qutb (lit. pole-star} among the saints of the
horizons (i.6. universe) and the Ghauth (lit. helper)® among the pious by right, the learned and
tha devout Imim,

(2) the accomplished and the perfect saint, Shaikh Hamidu'd-Din, may Allih illnminate
his grave. This mausolenm was constructed by the ssrvant of the mendicants, Bulaimin, son of
8haikh Bikh, in ths year (A.H.) four and seventy and nine hundred (A.H. 974=1566-67 AD.).

{b & ¢) The death of His Holiness, the Shaikh among those who have attained the Truth and
the Qutb among the Gnostics, the resider in the audience-hall of Purity and the visitor of (lit.
ciroumlocutor at) the Ka‘ba of Proximity, the pearl of the ocean of Truth, the gem of the mine
of 8piritual Path, the beloved of His Holiness Prophet Mubammad the praised one, His Raverence
Shaikh Mubammad, (the) Hamid®, may Allih illuminate his grava! took place in the night
of Monday, the eleventh of the month of Ramadin, year (A.H.) 641 (11 Ramadin 641=22 February
1244). The sun has come into the Aries on this night.*

The importance of this record is considerable,and that is why, it is all the more inexplicable
why it has not received any detailed notice so far. Woe have already seen that it furnishes a later
date in the earesr of Shaikh Sulaimin. Incidentally, the name of Shaikh Sulaimin's father is
given in the text as Bikh, but the correct name seems to be Bhikh, as given in the Nagaur record
studied in the preceding lines and the two copies of the Family Tres mentioned above.*

But here, it is intended to stress its evidence on the date of the death of the saint, which is
differontly quoted in hagiclogical works, The fourtesnth-century author Mir Khurd, perhaps the
earliest to mention him, as far as I have been able to ascertain from the material at my disposal,
does not specify the date ; he mersly states that Qadl Hamidu'd-Din survived, by ten years, his
spiritual preceptor Khwija Bakhtyir Kiki, who had expired on the 14th RabI'l 633.* This would
place the Qidi’sdeath in A.H. 643. Thisisalso the dategiven by Mubammad Ghaughf, the early
saventeenth-contury hagiologist, who gquotes 29 Ramadin 643." Accordling to Abu'l-Fagdl, he

1 [n 8611 hagiceraay, & Quibh occupies the first place.

8 I, B0Of1 hagiooracy, a Ghauth occupies the second place.

* Hamidu'd-Din was the title and Mobammad, the name of tbe saint.

& Pari ::‘thhphnn. upto Aries, were it preceded by the conjunction w (Le, and), would yleld 841, the Hijrs

of dea

s Abu'l-Fagl, d'in-i-dbbard, vol. I (Caloutta, 1872), p. 234, includes one Shaikh Bhik among the scholars of
traditiopal sciences of Akbar's reign. He could be identical with Shaikh Bhikh of the record.

& Mir Ehurd, ep.cif,, p. 58,

t Fadl-i-Abmad, op. e, p. 45.
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died on the night of 5 Ramadin 644 DiriShukiih, who speaks of his having paid a visit to the
tomb, also gives A.H, 643." Bhaikh ‘Abdu’l-Haq Mubaddith writing after him gives a much
earlier date, viz. A.H. 605 ; at least, the printed edition of his work has it both in figure and words.?
On the other hand, Ghulim Sarwar who wrote in the last century, quotes s much later date, vis.
10 Rabi’ IT or 9 Ramagdin 6784 Beale, on the authority of the Mukhbiru’l- Wagilin has A.H. 695,
which he gives in his reading of the record too.?

There is, thus, no unanimity about the date of the saint's death, and therefore, to that extent,
the statement of our record on that subject acquires an added significance. Tt is also to be borne
in mind that chronologically the present record is the earliest document to specify the date of
the death, since the only earlier reference of some purport on the subject by Mir Khurd, which
is the nearest in time to the saint,* gives only the year, as seen gbove; the next authority
Muhsmmad Ghauthi, is later than our record, though it gives not only the sams year as Mir
EKhurd, but in addition, quotes the day and the month.

Evidently, the dates given by ‘Adbdu'l-Haq, Ghulim Sarwar and Beale are either too sarly or
too late. That the learned Qadi had survived his master is more or less an established fact; and
likewise, he did not live until A.H. 678—fortyfive years after the death of the latter, as is also
more or less certain from the statements made by Mir Ehurd and also by the Delhi saint Hadrat
Nizimu’d-Din Auliyd quoted by the former as well as by Hasan 8ijz1.”

Therefore, the question only remains about the other two dates : A.H. 643 or A H. 641. It
only stands to reasun to infer that the date quoted in the inscription must be correct, since the
inscription was caused to be sngraved by the saint’s spiritual heir and descendant Shaikh Sulaimin
himsélf, who can be reasonably expected to possess the correet information. Then, it will be
noticed that the text records the date to the day of the week, and it is perfectly regular. All
these point to the fact that the date mentioned in the record is correct.

Qidi Hamidu'd-Din, one of the most talented and scholarly among the early Siff saints of
India, was a spiritual disciple of Hadrat Ehwija Qutbu'd-Din Bakhtyir Kiki and was held in high
estaam both by the latter’s suceessors, Hadrat Farldu'd-Din Ganj-i-Bhakar and Hagrat Nizimu'd-
Din Auliydi. He was well-versed in Arabic and Persian, and has to his credit a number of works
on mysticism.® But his greatest contribution to the Indian mysticism is his pioneer role in
popularising Semd*.* His son Maulinid Nisih'ud-Din and grandson, on daughter’s side (nabisa)

* Abu'l-Fadl, op. eit., vol. II (Caloutts, 1877), p. 217.

' Diré Shukah, op. cik., p. 113,

¥ Abdu'l-Kaq, op. ail., p. 38,

¢ Ghulim Barwar, ap. cil., p. 312,

¥ Beale, op. eil. g

* Before Mir Ehurd, Barani, Tarikh-i-Firdz Shakf (Caloutta, 1882), p. 348 and ‘Tgiml, Fullhu's-Saldfin
(Madras, 1948), pp. 117-20, mention the saint, but the former only in connexion with his works and the latter in
connexion with the event of the opposition of the orthodox Qidis to his vocetion of Samd’ and the discussion om
the subject between the two parties in the presence of Iltutmigh.

T Hasan, op. cil., p. 188,

* Bome details about his agh kir and sayings, titles of and extracts from his works, ete., will be found in Hasan
Bifxi, op. cit., pp. 53, 83, 162, 230-41, eto.; Mir Khurd, op, eil., pp. 343, 472, 476-T7, 501-02, 507, 519-20, 526,
678, ete. A modern estimate of his work and mission will be found in Ehaliq Ahmad Nizami, Soms Adspects of
RBaligion and Politics in India du ring the thirteenih century (Aligarh, 1961), pp. 153, 188, 220, ¥, 268-47, 260,
278-81s 30200,

* ‘Lhmi describes the interesting nccount of the opposition of the somd' by the orthodox clergy, their
representation to the king, eto, Also seo Hasan, op. cil,, pp. 230-41 ; Mir Khurd, op. eit,, pp. 58-57; Faghi-
Ahmad, op. cil., pp. 4748 ; ' Abdu'l-Haq, ep. ., pp. 37-38,
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Maulind Sharafu’d-Din find mention in the malfigit of Hadrat Nizimu'd-Din Auliyi.! His
grandson Bahfu’'d-Din, commonly known as Rija, is quoted by Btorey, as the author of Asraru'l-
Maghaikh.®

Tt may strike one as a little odd that the tomb of Qidi Hamidu'd-Din stands on a terrace
at & considerably higher level than that of his master. In this connexion, we may note what
the printed edition of Mir Khurd’s work has to say in this regard. According toit, Qid1 Hamidu'd-
Din had willed that he should be buried st the foot of his master. This was not liked by his heirs,
but not daring to defy his will, thev buried him at the foot-side of the grave of the master alright,
but on a higher terrace. The same information is repeated in Bhaikh ‘Abdu’l-Haq's work.*

If that be the case, the grave must have been constructed at least twice. Howewer, we cannot
rule out a possibility that the statement occurring in the printed text of Mir Ehurd's work is an
interpolation either by the scribe or by the publisher, who copied out in the text the statemenat
of Shaikh ‘Abdu’l-Haq. In that case, the latter musthave referred to the construction of the
tomb mentioned in our record. A final word on the subject can porhaps be pronounced when
a pre-seventeenth-century manuscript of Mir Ehurd's work is consulted.

* Hamn, op. cil., pp. 174, 188-89 ; Mir Khord, op. sil., p. 343,
* Btorey, op. ail., pt. 3, p. 1064,
¢ Mir Khurd, op. cil., pp. 56-67 ; *Abdu’l-Fiag, ep. eit,, p. 37.



‘ADIL SHAHI INSCRIPTIONS FROM BANKAPUR
Br A. A Eavma
Epigraphical Assistant

Bankapur, situated in 14° 55' N. and 75° 15’ E., is described as the most important fortress
in Karnatak in the medieval peried. Under Aurangzeb also, it was the headquarters of a sarkir.

At the tims of the establishment of the Bahmani dynasty in Deccan, Bankapur belonged
to the Vijayanagara king Harihara I,' and had resisted the efforts of the first two Bahmani sove-
reigns ‘Aliu’d-Din Hasan (1347-58) and Mubammad 8hah I (1358-75) to anuex it to their empire.
Even active efforts by Mujihid 8hah (1375-78) in 1377 for the subjugation of Bankapur fort and
the country around, do not seem to have met with complete success.? It was only during the
reign of Firiiz Shih (1397-1422), according to Firigshta, that Bankapur became a Bahmani pos-
session.® We are told that in the winter of A.H. 809, i.e. in about October 1406, Mir Fadlu'llih
Injii was sent with the army of Berar to conquer the fort of Bankapur.t The fort and the sur-
rounding country were reduced by him and handed over, under the king’s orders, to Miyin Siddhil
the Barnaubat. At this time, the Vijayanagara king Deva Riyn I was made to give his daughter
in marriage to Firiiz Shih, and agree to include the newly conquered Bankapur fort also in the
dowry of the Vijayanagara princess.?

The naxt msation of Bankapur oceurs in the account of the events of A.H. 847 (1443 A.D.),
when Dava Riya II captured the Mudgal fort and commissioned his sons to lay sicge to the forts
of Raichur and Bankapur. Enraged at this, Ahmad 8hih TT (1436-58) despatched Maliku't-
Tujjir Ehalaf who succeeded in compelling the sons of Deva Riya to raise the siege of the two
forts.* Bankapurseems to have been a Bahmani possession thereafter, forin A.H. 860 (1454 A.D.),
the rebel nobles Sikandar Ehiin and his father Jalil Ehin who were compelled to flee, are reported
to hava taksn refuze in ths Bankapur fort, which was besieged by Mahmiid Giwan who ultimately
pursuaded the rebel father and son to surrender and sent them to the royal court.?

! Firishta, Tdrigh-i-Firishta. vol. I (Kanpur, 1854), p. 208 ; Bir T. Wolseley Huig, Cambridse History of India,
vol, ITI (Combridge, 1928), p. 480 ; Gozelteers of Bombay State, Dharwar District (GBS, Dharwar) (Bombay, 1059),
pp. 73, 7646,

* Firishta, op. cil. For the comments on Firishta's scoount of Mujihid's expedition to aml siege of
Vijayanagara, cto., weo B. C. Majumdar, ed. Delhi Sultonate (Bomboy, 1960), p. 281 ; H. K. Sherwani, The
Bahmanis of the Deccan (Hyderabad, 1953), pp. 14921 ; Robert Sewell, 4 Forgoften Empire (Delbi, 1962), pp.
3543,

* Firighta, op. cil., p. 307 ; Tuperinl Gazelteers of India, vol. VI, p. 381 ; Sewell, op. cil., p. 58.

4 Sherwani, op. cif,, p. 181, makes Miyin Siddh, the Sarnaubat, the leader of the Banknpur expedition on
the authority of F"II'IJ:q,l‘lu+ ap. cil.,, p. 314, But what Firishts says is that the Sultin sent Malik SiddhG miong
with Ehiv-i-Ehoin to lay waste the southern part of the Vijayanagara empire and Amir Faglu'lib Tnjn,
along with the Berur contingent, to conquer Bankapur, ;

8 Firishta, op. ¢il., pp. 314-13 ; Haig, op. cil., p. 302 ; Sherwani, op. cil., pp 150-83,

* Firizhta, op. el p. 332 ; Sherwani, op. ¢it., p. 238; Bome modern scholars like Dr. N. Venkstaramanayys
and others (Majumdar, op. cif., pp. 254-55, 281, 285, 287, 289, ete.), bave expressed disbelief in Firighta's
acoount. For the untenability of their strictures, see Epiyraphia Indica, Arabic and Persiun Snupplement, 1063

* Firishta, op. cai., p. 338, where Bidar appears to be & misprint for Bankapur ; GBS, Dharwar, p. 75,

(41)
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Nothing is known about Bankapur's history after this until AH. 877 (1472 A.D.), when
Birkana Riy, the ruler of Belgaum, madz unsuccsssful attempt to retake Goa, from the Bahmant
forces, at the instance of the Vijayanagara king, at whose orders the commander of the Bankapur
fort had allied with the Belgaum chief.! This would indicate that some time in or before 1472
Bankapur was wrested from the Bahmanis, for we know that in 1509, the chief of Bankapir was®
o vessal of Krishna Dava Riya of Vijayansgara.?

According to Firishta, Bankapur was retaken by ‘Ali ‘Adil Shih I towards the close of his
reign ;* the exact date of this conquest is stated by another authority to be AH. 981 (1573-74),*
which is corroborated by an inscription from Mudgal, dated A.H. 982 (1574-75).*

But epigraphical evidence clearly shows that long before that date, Bankapur was tetaken
by the ‘Adil Shihi forces, and had changed hands at least twice, since in Inscription No. I of the
present study, Bankapur is shown as being under the *Adil Shai suthority in AH. 945 (1538-39
A.D.), the reigning king mentioned being Thrihim ‘Adil S8hah I (1534-58). Very likely, Bankapur
wus captured by Ibrihim during his campaign against Vijayanagara in A.H. 942 (1535-36 A.D,),
or by his general As‘ad Khin who had laid siege to Adoni, later in the yesr, and defeatad
Venkatddri® And it was probably some time towards the end of his reign that the place was
again lost to Vijayanagara. After the death of Rim Riya in 1565, it was occupied by Velups,
a former attendant of the latter, whose nama is variously written as Nimbputra (ss in Zubairi),
Balaba (which could be either Vallabha, Velapa or Belapa, 8s in Firighta), and Velapa Riya (ss
in the Distriot Gazetteer); and this Velape had, after the death of his master, bocome indepandent.”
In A.H. 981 (1573-74 A.D.), ‘Ali Adil Shih I, urged by his Prime Minister Mugtafi Ehiin Ardastani
marched against the said Velapa and reduced the fort after & siege of four months.* After
the conquest, Bankapur and its dependencies were put in charge of Mutsafd Ehin,' who held
it till his murder in 1580. A little earlier, ofter the assasination of ‘Al I in March 1580, &
section of the nobles who did not see eye to eye with Kishwar Ehin thought of requesting Chind
Sultdna to summon Mustafd Ehin from Bankapur and entrust the ministership to him. But on
receipt of this intelligence, Kishwar Khin planned to get Mustafi Ehin removed from the
political scene throngh Mirzé Niru'd-Din Mubsmmad Maghhadl, a protege of Mugtafd Ehin
himself, who held fief in the vicinity of Bankapur and was promised the jdgir of Bankapur
for the job. Mirzd Niiru'd-Din carried out the evil design through one Mufammad Amin.'®
Historical works are silent about the fats of the last mentioned two persons who sucoeeded
in putting Mustafd Khin to death.* Nor do they name any immediate sucosssor to the fief
of Bankapur. But it is possible that Mirzi Niro'd-Din might have succeeded his former

' Firighta, op. ¢it,. p- 352 : Sherwani, op, cit, p. 319 ; Majumdar, op. cit,, p. 208,
* Bewell, op. cit., pp. 118-19, 123 '
3 Firights, zp. cit, vol IT (Kanpur, 1884), p. 41.
& M. 1. Zubairi, BosdiTau's.Salifin (Hyderabad), p. 151.
d Kpigraphin fudo-Moslemica, 1035.30, p. 10,
* Firighta, op. eit., pp. 27, 28 and Zubairi, op. cit,, pp. 40, 53-54, call him Asad Khin, but the name of
the general is thuos spelt in his Belgaum inscriptions (Aanual Report on Indian Epigraphy, {ARLI"_I, 1982-63,
No. D, 152-53 ; ibid., 1065366, No. D, 232-33).
? Firighta, op. cit., p. 43 ; Zubairl, op. cit,, p. 127 : GBS, Dharwar, p. 766,
* Firights, op. eit., pp. 43-44 : Zubairl, op. eir,, pp. 127-20. According to GBS, Dharwar, p. 766, Baukspur
fell after o siege of one year and three monthe.
* Firishta. op. cit., p. 45 ; Zubaid, op. cir,, p. 120 ; GBS, Dharwar, p. T87.
18 For details, see Firighta, op. eit., p. 50. According to Zubaird, op. eit., pp. 172.73, Kighwar Ehin depgted
ume Abdu’'l-Mu'min Mogdalzids for the purpose.

U Ascording to Zobaird, op. eit, p. 172, ‘Abdo’l.Mn'mio lso Killed
- ing p. cit, p w'l.Mn'min was & by people after the muorder of
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benefactor, Even if it were so, he does not seem to have enjoyed the fief for long, for at
least in A.H. 991 (1683 A.D.), if not earlior, wefind Khurghid Khin, the Naib-i-ghaibat, in
charge at Bankapur, according to u farmdn, dated the 22nd Sha'pin 991 (3lst August 1583)
issued by Ibrahim ‘Adil Shih IL' Khurshid Khin appears to have been the governor of
Bankapur batween A.H, 1006 (1597-98 A.D.) and A.H. 1011 (1602-03 A.D.) as is evidenced by
two inseriptions from the place (Nos, IV-V). The inscription dated A H. 999 (1590-91 A.D.),
included in this article (No. IT)? mentions one Najafi Khin as the builder of a bastion. While this
nams proclaims him to be an official of note, it is difficult to say if he has anything to do with an
indspandent charzs of Bankapur, or was merely working as a subordinate of Khurghid Ehin,
Likewise, it is ot possible to say for certain, if the latter had held Bankapur uninterruptedly
from A H. 991 (1583 A.D.) to A.H. 1011 (1602-03 A.D.). Then, we are told that zecording to local
accounts, Bankapur was regained for a short time by a Hindu chief, in 1593.* But the veractiy
of this statement is not proved by any other source. On the contrary, from Firishta's account, it
transpires that whils soms local chiefs in the naivhhourhood of Bankapur, who had been sub-
missive to Mustafi Khin, had become independent #ud defied for sometime the royal authority
after the Ehin's dsath, capturing Chandrakoti ete., Bankapur continued to remain in charge of
ths royal nomins3.? Acearding to the same authority, at about this time, i.e. close of A.H. 1002
(159% A.D.), at ths instigution of "Ali Shih, son of ‘Ainu'l-Mulk, the Ahmadnagar king Burhin
Nizim Shih and Rim Riya of Nalgonda entered into an alliance to wres# Sholapur, Mudgal and
Bankapur, from the ‘Adil Shahi king.* Itis not specified if they succseded or not.  But very
probably, the sommander of the Bankapur fort bad held his ground, orif he had lost, it must have
hasn a temporary loss, for in the inscription dated A.H. 1006 (1597-88 A.D.) referred to above,
we find Khurshid Khin, who was apparently the highest authority at Bankapur, constructing a
bastion, evidently to improve the defences of Bankapur. The same Khin was also the deputy
of the ‘Adil Shahi king in A.H. 1011 (1602-03 A.D.), as seen above. It is a pity that Khurghid
Khin does not find mantion in historical works. He appears to have been an efficiont and bena-
volent officer, and was governor of Bankapur for a considerable time.

The next official of Bankapur of whom we have any information is one Mubammad Ishiq
mentioned in & farmin of Ibrihim IT, dated 3rd Sha'bin 1027 (16th July 1618).% He seems to
have been succoeded by Mir “All Rida who is meationed as the Havildar of the mu'dmala of
Bankapur in two farmdns dated 18th and 20th Dhi'l-Hijja 1035 (31st August and 2nd September
1626).* ‘All Rida must have continued at Bankapur till about A.H. 1037 (1627-28 A.D.), when
ho was rocalled to the capital, for soon after the accession of Mubammad ‘AdilShah, in that year,
Kadam Rao, the new commandant of Bankapur revolted and ‘All Ridd was commissioned to
shastise him. Kadam is stated to have defied him for about a year, but was finally captured
and put to dsath. Having settled the affairs at Bankapur, "All Ridd returned to the capital.?

We do not have any information about the next commandant of Bankapur, except that in an
epigraph (No. VI), dated A.H. 1050 (1640-41 A.D.), one Mir ‘All is mentioned as the Havildar
of Bankapur, and in a farmdn dated 9th Dh:'l-Hijja 1053 (8th February 1644), one Sidi Diliwar
is designated as the Havildir of the mu'dmala of Bankapur.* While no mention of the successive

1 3. H. Khnre, Persian Sowrces of Indian History, vol. TTI {Poona, 1038), p. 8,

1 GBS, Dharwar, p. 80,

® Firishta, op. eil,, pp. 70:71, 75. Unfortunately, tho namo of the official in cbary: is not mentoned
¢ Ibid., pp. $4, 156

* Khare, op. cil., p. 57,

* Ihid., pp. 3, 70.

1 Zuboiri, op. eil.. pp 285-R6,

8 Khare, ¢p. ot . 7.
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govarnors of Bankapur is found in historical works or elsewhere, the fact that * Adil Shihl authority
was acknowledzed in ths region is more than proved by a number of farmane, ranging in their
dates from 1644 to 1675, issusd to Hanumanta Gauda? the Desai of Guttal, in the Bankapur
mw'dmala? From the number of these farmdns, it appears very likely that the said chief was
made govarnor of the district, though there is no clear mention of any such authority held by hiu.
According %o one of these farmans, dated 8rd January 1855, Hanumanta Gauda was directed to
co-operate with Malik Raibin, who was commissioned to deal with the refractory chief of
Chitrakal® But the connecton of Malik Raihin ¢is-a-vis Bankapur is also not clear.

Likewiss, it is reported that Nawwib ‘Abdu’r-Rabim Buhlal Khin was commissioned to
subdus Karnatak in A.H. 1073 (1662-63 A.D.)¢ We are also informed that Nawwab ‘Abdu’r-
Rahim was later summoned to join the royal camp at Bankapur in 1663, when 'All IT had reached
there.# His death is raported to have taken place in A.H. 1075 (1664-65 A.D.)* ltis, however,
not absolutely clear if ‘Abdu’r-Rabim Buhliil Khin had anything to do with the fief or the
governorshin of Bankapur.

Ascording to tha District Gazttesr, Buhliil Khin's son ‘Abdu’l-Karim Kiin was appointed
to ths gavarnorship of the place in 1673.7 This statement, the source of which is not mentioned,
is indirastly supportad by a farmin of ‘Al IT, dated A.H. 1086 (1675 A.D.), from which it is clear
that bafors that dats, the mu'@mala of Bankapur, etc., was given in jagir to ‘Abdu’l-Karim also
entitled Buhlil Khiin. According to this farmdn, consequent upon the rebellion of Chikan, son of
Hanumant Gauda, his grants and other rights, ate., were forfeited, and the esdi-ship of Guttal
and of the forts Muhammad-Kot and Rattehalli was given to Shaikh Ahmad, (son of) HajI
Mubirak, while the desdi-ship of Tollali, Hargalli, Hollal fort and Harihar fort—all in the mu'dmala
was granted to Nawwib *Abdu'l-Earim, of Bankapur, and on the representqtion of Lingan,
anothsr son of Hanumant Gauda, only the desii-ship and other rights in respect of these as well
as other places which were granted to Khawdss Khin and other sons of the late Khin Muhammad
were ordered to be restored to him.*

The last mention of Bankapur during the ‘Adil Shahi period is again in connection with an
event of the same year—I11th November 1676, when Nawwib ‘Abdu’l-Karim arrested Ehawizg
Khiin and sent him to Bankapur.® This would also suggest that Banknpur region was held in
jagir by *Abdu’\-Kharim Bublil Ehin. This is further proved by the fact that his son ‘Abdu'r-
Ra'df entitled Dilair Khiin had continued to hold the sarkdr of Bankapur and S8avnur untilafter
the Bijapur kingdom was annexed to the Mughal empire.?®

As saon above, the inscriptions of the Adil Shahi kings, foundat Bankapur, furnish vatuable
information about the past history of the place. They moreover preserve the names of some
offisials linked with its administration, who would have remeined unknown to posterity but for
thege epigraphs. We also get the names of a few composers and one scribe.

% The surnsme Ganda is throughout transcribed as Gannda in the farmdns (o which references are given bere,
* Kbare, op. ¢it., pp. 9, 13, 15, 17, 10, 21, 23, 25, 26,

* [bid., p. 19,

* Zubairl, op. cil., p. 200,

s fhid , p. 301,

® Jind., p. 438,

1 (7B, Dharwar, pp. 767, 781,

* Khare, op. ¢if,, pp. 33-34.

* Zubaird, op. cil., pp. 448, 40,

10 Ggih Nawfiz Ehiin, Ma'dgdirn’l- Dmari, vol, IT (Calentta, 1800), p. 58,
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Thase epigraphs, six in number, range in their dates from A.H. 945 1538-39 A.D.) to A.H. 1050
(1640-41 A.D.) and represent the reigns of thres kings, Ibrahim I, Tbrihim II, and Mubammad.
They are studied in the following lines in chronological order.

Ibrahim I
I. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 945

This earliest inscription of the group, bearing the date A.H. 945 (1538-39 A.D.), which is
obtained from a chronogram, is inscribed in three panals on a rectangular slab, measuring
1.06 m. by 21 em., fized above the central mibrib of a ruined mosque inside the fort.* The right
panel contains the First Cread. The left panel also contains the same Creed, but in ap inverted
position and has below it, a phrase referring to the king. The middle panel contains part of a
Quranic text and a poetical fragment of two couplets composed in different metres. Tha postry
of the text does no credit to its composer, whose name Amin appears in the second couplet.

The epigraph records the foundation of the mosque, described &s lofty, by one Ehin Malik.
The builder was very probably an official, but I have failed to trace any reference either to him
or to the poet Amin, in the Persian chronicles at my disposal. Nevertheless, the importance
of the record, as has been shown in the preceding lines, lies in the evidence it furnishes about the
political status of Bankapur, which was at about this period a bone of contention between the
Vijayanagara king and the Bijapur ruler.

The styls of writing is Naskh of a fairly good order, and the execution is quite neat and
pleasing. ]

The text has been deciphered as under :—

TEXT
Plate VI (a)
(a) Right panel.
gy Aat @ N1 ) Y

(B) Left panel.

(1) Kalima in reverse order.

(2) st s el Olbl.
(¢) Middle panel.

O] a5y B Bds o ledal L2k Al s Je OTF) da W ) ()
el aa 53l 3 il Qe ga VI ALY ) Sl ga O R pee Ul g R

Sl omeall gesddl PR e S| a VI WY I S s el ()

A i ] slanY] 4l 5 gadl W G B O s e Ol Obwiee 2SN slumd]

» ARIE, 1085-86, No, D, 301,
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St gl 5 a5 S0 Iy Samtat e g SWAVAST S ()
oEll eSOl ey sl y ol Goow 3 Enpb ela
Sl gall 5a 3 Y1 g Sl g b

TRANSLATION
(a) First Creed.
{#) (1) First Creed (inverted position).
(2y Sultas ‘Adil Shahl. Through the guidance of Allih.
{e) (1-2) Quran, Chapter LTX, verses 21-24.

(3) (Vorse:) The fourdation of ths lofty mysqus which was laid by Khin Malik, may the
flower of his prosperity blossom in the garden of desire.

its date was announced by Amin in the words : Berve your Lord till thers comes to you that
which is certain.t

Tha chronogeam is contained in the last homi tich, the total of the numerical values of whose
lattars gives the date A. H. 945 (1538-32 A. D.).

Ibrahim II
II. INSCRIPTICN, DATED A. H. 999

The slah bearing this inseription, which measures 104 m. by 48 om., is now lying loose in the
Dargiih of Shih ‘Aliu’d-Din Qadirl.? Its text consists of two Persian couplets executed in relief
in fairly good Nasta'lig characters in two lines, and assigns the construction of a bastion to Najafl
Ehin in A. H. 999 (1590-91 A. D.). In this case too, the date is afforded through a chronogram
which oceurs in the last hemistich. The quality of the metrical text is much better.

The text has been read as under :—
TEXT
Plate VI (b)
ol e oS caiy a5 oM O aiy 751 il S (1)
ol B O g S ST g S s ()
TRANSLATION

{1) Look at this exalted bastion, which is, in height, the sphere of Mars.

(2) Wisdom, for its date, told me, ‘Tts date is (contained in the words :) the bastion of Khin-
i-Najafl.

The name of the builder in the metrical text is given as Khin-i-Najafi, which is the same as
NejafT Ehin. As in the case of Khin Malik of the previous revord, it has not been possible

t Tnis represents & slight varistion of Qur'iin, Chapter XV, verse 80,
T ARFE, 1985-66, No. I, 200,
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to determine his identity from the Persian chronicles available to me. But there seems to be little
doubt that he was also an official associated with Bankapur. Onthe other hand, the A manner
in which the text montions him and the construction of the bastion suggssts a very strong
possibility that ho was perhaps, if not the governor of the place, at least one of the deputies of
Khurshid Ehin, who was, we have already seen above, the Naib-i-ghaibat st Bankapur for
about two decades.

III, INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1006

This epigraph is again on a loose slab, lying in a fiald in the cattle-farm area inside the fort.!
The writing which occupis: a spacsof about 1.15m. by 65 cm. on the stons, comprises three Parsian
oouplots carvalia ralisfin Nasta'liy characters inan oqual numbsar of lines  The quality of verses,
liks the calligraphy, is quite good. Ths text records that in the reign of Tbrahim ‘Adil Shih IT,
the Kharshid (lit. sun) ¢f the Tims, i.e. Eharshid Ehin, constructed a bastion in A. H. 1006
(1697-98 A. D.).

The text has been deciphered as under :-

TEXT
Plaze VI1I (a)
K sl Ol i S Jale aal gl Ja B> 2 (y)
& Olpr 33 Al S e W Ly Aidyes 3,5 ompant(r)
gl Ol 1 b cai g o33 pand Sy Al b (¥)
TRANSLATION

(1) A wise-hearted king, Tbrihim *Ldil (possesses) tha glory of Alexander and judgement
of Lugmin (and iz) perfect.

(2) TIn his reigo, the sun of the time (i.e. Khurghid Ehin) constructed a bastion whose like
there is none in the world.

(3) He constructed it in year (A.H.) one thousand and six (A.H. 1006=1597-98 A.D.). In
height, (it is such that) it has cast its shadow on Saturn.

The builder Ehurshid Ehin finds mention in two other inscriptions to be studied next. As
stated above, he is not mentioned in any Parsian chronicles which I have been able to consult,
but in & farmin referred to above, dated 1583, he is mentioned as the Naib-i-ghaibat and Kirkun
of the mu'dmala of Diru’l-Fath Bankiplr. That Khurshid Ehin had continued to hold
Bapkapur at least till A. H. 1011 (1602-03 A.D.), is indicated by the other two inscriptions
at Bankapur.?®

IV. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1011

The slab containing the fourth inscription is fixed in the west wall, to the left of the central
mibrib, in the Jami* Masjid of the town.* Ths tablet which measures 1.3 m. by 42 em., contains

A ARIE, 1965.86, No, D, 302, _

8 Elurshid o is also mentioned in a record from Hangal in Dharwar distriet, which is dated A H. 1008
(ARI E 1985.86, No. D, 274).

3 4RIE, 1085-86, No, D, 384,



48 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN 3UPPLEMENT

four lines of writing in Persian, comprising sight couplets, carved in relisf in beautiful Nasta'liy
characters except for the last verse which is executed in an equally good Naskh hand. The
epigraph stites that the conquering Khin avd the deputy (ad'ib) of the king, Eharshid Ehin,
who illaminates the world like the sun, constructed a mosque in A. H. 1011 (1602-03 A.D.).
The date is contained in a chfonogram occurring in the last but one hemistich of the text, which
is both composed and inscribed by Abu'l-Qisim, son of Shaikh Nizim. Incidentally, the last
mentioned also composed and inscribed another record of Khurshid Khin dated A.H. 1009
(1600-1601 A.D.), set up at Hangal, also in Dharwar district.! Apart from its calligraphy,
which is a fiae speciman of Nasta'lig and Naskh styles of writing, the importance of the
epigraph, as already referred tc above, lies in the fact that it provides a latar date in the
career of Kharshid Ehin as the governor of Bankapur. Like the Khin, the poet-calligrapher
Abu'l-Qisim i3 also an uaknowa fizure in historical works. From th: quality of his verses
and style of writing, he appears to have been a man of considerable art and talents.

The taxt has besn read as urder : —

TEXT
Plate V1I (b)
Olasl  ade 9 25 Odne Ol Jal o (gle Ok (y)
OUss  alan  Hlghed 3 5L Al ow Jal el

Qbadl U 2l ol HE dole sl (v)

oL Ol p didpas et et 3 peli OB Mdjad s
Olgn 35 33 dh e & Spp W admes cunll (v)
Ol o) Gille ol Ll PR VS < T
Ol 3 Olym OT Al cwa Gl ol A5 19,53 3 e ()

(1) Thechampion Khin (is) the asylum of the men of the Time, mine of generosity and
fountain-head of benevolence,

sarvant of the family of the (holy) Prophet, friend and sympathiser of all the destitutes,

(2) deputy (n3'ib) of the perfect and just (‘Adil) king, possessor of sound judgement and
prodigy of the age.

Khorshid Ehin is, both in name and in practice, like the sun shining over the world |

(3) He constructed such a mosque ; may he be distinguished in both the worlds.

I sought its date from God in a prayer. The angel from the Unseen said, “0 simpleton,
1 ARIE, 19658, No. D, 274.




PraTe VII

(a) Record, dated A.H. 1008, from Bankapur (p. 47)




Prate VIII

{s) Inseription, dated A.H. 1050, from Bankapur (p. 50)

(4) Epigraph, dated A.H. 1011, same place (p. 48)
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(4-5) ‘Glorify and praise (Allab)"*, which is the injunctim of God, is its date; recite and
know it (to be so)".

The composer and scribe of this poem and speech is [A]bu’l-Qasim, son of Shaikh Nizim.

V. SUPPLEMENTARY VERSION OF THE SAME INSCRIPTION

The fifth record is also from the same Jimi' mosque. [t is engraved on a slab, measuring
1.81 m. by 44 cm., fixed to the right of the central mihrdb.* It consists of four lines of writing
carved in relief, of which the first two are in Naskh characters and contain the Throne Verse,
whils the remaining two contain the historical text in Persian prose and verse engraved in Nasta'lig
charactars. The calligraphy, which is of a fairly high order, is the same as in the previous record,
and therefore it must have been tha result of the pen of its seribe Abn'l-Qisim.

The epigraph purports that the mosque was built in A.H, 1011 (1602-03 A.D.), during the
reign of ‘Alijah Abu'l-Mugzaffar Ibrihim ‘Adil 8hah (II), and is thus, in o way, & supplementary
version of the previous record. The date is given'in words iu the poetical portion of the text.
[t will b ssen that ths taxt quotes tha full titles of Tbrahim 1T inclnding the one ‘Alijah which is
not found in all the records of this king.

It has beou read us vnder :—
TEXT
Plate VIII (5)

O Loy Slgesdl g Loy Y ogde il Y opudl ol ea NEALY & ()
Loy el on b plas a3l Y kis pidy WIIS oo YY)

Pl g el A5 aey ol o VI dde e L Opkou Vg pedls (r)
Wyuy G 3 S Gl G aalaall Ja) a5 leghain 251 Y o

Sl Qe o ol e p4 3 SIhe e e obulle ot bl OL) 53 (r)

A2 aaged pladl il ol Soles ol qunl gl e gl

ISt e o WGl du gl Wl Our (w)
J dyl ey il 5 Sl amh Ol JJ_‘_}r &
TRANSLATION

{1-2) Throne Verse.?

(3) In the time of the sovercignty of the king of lofty position {‘Alijih), sun of the sky of
majesty and resplendent moon of equity, namesake of the friend of Allih (i.e. Prophet Abraham)
Abu'l-Muozafar [brihim ‘Xdil 8h&h, the construction of this holy house of Allih took place.

i Qur'dn, Chapter XIX, verse 11 (part), Chapter IT, verse 203 (part).
* ARIE, 1065-88, No. I, 283,
* Qur'dn, Chapter LI, verse 255,
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(4) (Verse 1} When this building was completed with perfection, throngh the support of the
most ligh (fod,

Fronn the tims of Migration, had passed o thonsand and one and ten vears (A, H. 1011=1602-
03 A1),

Muhammad Shah
VI. INBCRIPTION, DATED AH. ludn

The sixth and the . ast inscription of this group und the only record pertaining to the reigu
of Mulammad ‘Adil 8ha, is carved on the hoadside of & sarcophagns, in the local graveyard situat-
od outside the town on the bank of a lake.! [Its three-line text, carved in baautiful Naskh style,
contains, apart from o religious formuls, the nsme of Mir "All Rida, son of Mubammad Husain,
the Havildir of Bankapir, and the date A,H. 1050 (1640-41 A.D.). The text i= evidently intended
a4 an opitaph and the date, as that of the death of Mir “All Rida.

The text has been deciphered as nnder :—
TEXT

Plate VIII (a)

Jet dee @l Je o5y (y)

@y e’ L] e 2 32 (1)

oo i KL sldles (p)
TRANSLATION

(1) I roly on Allih ¥ Muhsmmad, ‘Al
(2) Son of Muhammad Husain, [Mfr] ‘Ali Rida,
(3) the Havildir of Bankipiir. (He died in the) year (A.H.) 1050 (1640-41 A.D.).

This epitaph is quite important as it bas pressrved to us the name of an official. He
i+ evidently identical with Mir Ridd mentioned in afarmdn, dated 31st August 1626 as the
Havildir of Bankapur® This 'All Ridi is again probably tho oie who was deputed
to put down the revolt of Kadam Raoc, as has been referred to above (p. 43, supra). Our
epigraph thus provides the date of the death of this official, and iwfer alin shows that he had
cuntinued in the post of Havildir at Bankapur, uutil A. H. 1050 (1640-41 A.D.). Thisisin
conformity with the evidence of another farmfda which mentiones 8idi Diliwar as the Havildir
of Bankapur in A.H. 1053 (1644 A.D.).%

t ARIE, 1005-68, No. I, 286,

# This word is written in the seeond line for symmetry,
* This word is written in the third line for symmetry,

& Qur'dn, Chapter X1, vorse 56,

s Khare, op.cil., pp. 3, 76

s Ibid, op. cit., p. 7.



INSCRIPTIONS OF AKBAR AND JAHANGIR FROM MADHYA PRADESH
Br 8. A, Ranmm
Epigraphical Assistant

Over ths past decads, we have found quite a good numbar of Mughal epigraphs, most ol which
bolong to tha reign of Aurangzeb, from varions parts of the cantral Indian Stats of Madhya Pradesh,
which now includes the ancient torritories of Bundalkhand, Chhattisgarh or Mahikoshal, Malwa,
ate. and the erstwhile states of Bl.opal, Gwalior, Indore and the like. These records constitute a
valuabla source of information on the political status and local history of these difforent regions
at different pariods, and also provide interesting information for other aspects of its life as well
It is & matter of regret that no systematic efforts were mada in the past to utilize this importan
source.

I havs selectad for detailed study hero, ten early Mughal insorptions in all, sevon of whick
bsloag to ths tims of Akbar and threo to that of his son and successor Jahingir. OF Akbar’s records,
three are from Sarangpur in Rajgarh district, two from Narwar in Shivpuri district and one sach,
from Ujjain, headquarters of the distrist of the sams nams, and Joura-Alapur in Morena district.
Two of ths thras inssriptions of Jahinglr, were found at Udaypur, and one at Sironj in Vidisha
distrist. Thass razords are studied below in chronological order.

Akbar
I. INSCRIPTION, DATED A H. 986, FROM UJJAIN

Ths first inscription of Akbar is engraved in relief on a loose slab. Tt is now preserved in the
Mahikil-Mandir Dharmaghils, at Ujjain, which houses the State Museum of Antiquity.! The
tablat is stated to have bsan razavered from the debris in the heart of the Ujjain town, during -
oporations under an Tmprovemoant S:hame. According to the local tradition, it belonged to the
gate, callod Shihi-Darwiza, of the local Sarii, portion of which existod a few yoars ago. Inany
oase, it must hava balonged t2 the Sardi, as it records the construction of one such edifice. Tt was
copied by my colleague Shri W. H. Siddiqi, Senior Epigr=phical Assistant.

The inseription seems to have been first found by the officers of the Archaeological Department
of the erstwhilo Gwalior State,® and was subsequently published by Mr. R. 8. Saksena on their
request.® But in Mr. Saksena's article which was mainly confined to describe the contents of the
inscription, no attempt was made to identify the person mentioned therein.

The tablet which is of basalt stone, available locally, measures 60 by 82 cm. (and not 18 by
10 inches &5 mentioned by Mr. Saksena)* and is inscribed with five Persian couplets written in ten
lines horizontally, with one hemistich to a line, and the famous Quranic Throne Verse along its
right, top and loft borders. The styls of writing of the Arabic, i.0. the Quranic text is Naskh
and that of the Porsian verses, Nasta'lig, of a fairly high order.

" % Annual Report on Indinn Epigraphy (ARIE), 1963-84, No. D, 140, j
A et AEE--IJ Report of the Archacological Department, Gualior State (ARDGS), 192425, p. 87, No. 48 of
ppendix
3 R, §.8aksons, ‘Moslom Epigraphy in the Gwalior State’, Iadian Antiguary, vol LVI (1927), p. 145.
* fbid.
(BL)

75191
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The record states that in the time ofJalilu'd-Din Mubammad Akbar, the Ghizi, Shih
Fakhru'd-Din of decent nature, who was famous for his benevolent actions in the world,
constructed a strong Sarii for the comfort and convenience of the public. The foundation
of the edifice is stated therein to hawve been laid in A. H. 982 (1574-75 A. D.), which is given
in figure as woll as in & chtonogram, and it took four years to be completed. The date of
completion is also given in figure as well as in two chronograms ; in figure, it is shown as A.H. 986
(1578-79 A.D.), while both the chronogramsyield A.H, 987 (1579-80 A.D.). I have proferred
the date given in words, because according to the science of chronogram, the composer enjoys
the poetical licence of arriving at the value by one more, or ons less.

The builder of the Sarai, Shih Fakhro'd-Din, is fortunately known through historical works.
A Miisawi Sayyid of Mashhad in Iran,! he came to India in A.H. 961 (1554 A.D.) along with the
Mughal emperor Humiyiin and was appointed to a responsible post under Akbar.

The prefix Shili to the name indicates not royalty, but his descent from a high Sayyid family.
Though nowhare it is so mentioned, yet, there are indications that he was closely connected with
the Mashhad family of the descendants of Imim ‘Ali Rigs, Hba is stated to have been married to
a daughter of Princs Kamrin,? but I have not been able to check the reference.

After serving Akbar in different capacities under various noblemen including Mirzi ‘Asie
Koka, he was appointed as the governor of Ujjain, and received the title of Nagabat EKhiin, after
Akbar's forced march to Gujarat in Jumida I 981 (August 1573). He continued to govern Ujjain
till in the 23rd or 24th Regnal Year, when he want to Gujarat to succeed Tarsiin Muhammad Ehin in
the governorship of Patsn. He is stated to have died in that province immediately thereafter.?

There is, however, some difference of opinion about the date of his death. According to Nigi-
mu'd-Din Ahmad, 8hih Fakhru'd-Din expired in A.H. 986 in Gujarat.* But according to Aba'l-
Fadl, he went from Ujjain to Patan (Gujarat) to relieve Tarsiin Muhammad Ehén of his charge
of Patan sometime in the middls of Dai (the tenth month) of the Regnal Year 23,* which would
work out to about the end of Shawwil A.H. 9586 (December 1578 A.D.). On the other hand, Shih
Nawiiz Khin, places the ovent in the Regnal Year 24 (1579-80 A.D.).* It may be that actual orders
were issued on the earlier date, but were carried out only in the Regnal year 24. But this would
mean that he had not expired in Gujarat in A.H, 986, no part of which was covered by the Regnal
Year24. The correct explanation may perhaps be that the Regnal Years as given by Shih Nawis
Khin were caloulated according to the lunar Calendar. In any case, judging from the ahove data,
it appears that Shih Fakhru'd-Din went to Patan in Gujarat in or after Shawwil A.H. 986 and
msy have died there soon after or in the baginning of A.H. 987." This would also corroborate
our surmise that the date of the complstion of the Bardi, A.H. 986, given in figure is the correct
data

i Mashhad, the wapital of Khurasan, the north-western provinoe of Iran, is the lsst resting place of Imim
*All Rig3, son of imAm Msi Kigim, and » great centra of pilgrimage particularly for the Shi'as, The Misawl
Bayyids are descended from Imim Misi,

2 B, De, Epg. tr. Tobagdt-i-Akbari, vol. 1I (Calcutta, 1936), p. 332

% H_ Blochmanp, Eng. tr, A'in-i-dkbarf of Abu'lFadl, vol. I (Caleutta, 1927), p. 445 ; Nigimu'd-Din
Abmid, Jubagdi-i-Akbarf (Lucknow, 1875), p. 384 ; 8hih Nawiz Ehin, Ma'd¢dirs'l-Umaerd, vol. IT (Calcutta,
15800}, pp. 656-57.

1 Nighmu'd-Din, op. cit., p. 384,

5 Abu'l-Fadl, dkbar Nama, vol. 11T (Calcutta, 1588), pp. 263-84.

* Bhih Nawls Ehkn, op.cil,, p. 557. Blochmana, op.sil., p. 445, following him, places it in the end of the
rognal year 24,

7 Blochmann, op.cit., p. 445, suggests as probable the beginning of A.H. 587 as the date of his death, while
pointing out that Nighmn'd-Din gives A.H. 986,
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Prate IX 4 ooqAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM MADHYA PRADESH

( Praves IX-XMOI )
(g) Inscription, dated A.H. 986, fru:urn TUjjain {p. 53)
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It is clear that Shih Fakhru'd-Din had ordered the construction of the Sardi immadiately
after his appointment to the governorship of Ujjain, and it was only in A.H. 986, i.e. four years
later, that the building was completed. It is difficult to say why it took four years to complete.
The Sarii was built for public use, evidently for travellers visiting Ujjain.

The text of the record is quoted below :—
TEXT
Plate IX(a)
(a) Inthe Margin,
PVl g b Sl g A pg Y g Al il Y el e Y)Y G
VI ade o o8 Ogho ¥ 5 asila by agatl oo b play a3 Y e gid sl 13 o
pabaadl Jall 58 9 leghia o3 Y o A5V ,ai_,-....llq.-,fc._g.um
(b) Main portion.
G ] des ol e Dlysk ()
3lalas JW) 3,57 es 1y Wlle A5 ()
gy 45 Gl o2 S Tl 42 ()
T @b 3l Wl Olal 1y Glea (o)
NS sdle e pap T g (o)
oYy s LuaSe I Ol] Klas 45 (5)
33l §) el gt cilalel il By 58 a2 (L)
AAr
ool AU ABL i) O 34 (a)
i ol pWl 2 Sl Jee a0l 53 (1)

o) K3 o A g s Al Gl s ().)

1A 1A
TRANSLATION

(@) Throne Verse.!
(b) (1) In the reign of Jalilu'd-Din Mulammad Akbar, the Ghizl,
{2) whose God-given good fortune has conguered the world,

L Qur'dn, Chaptor 1T, verse 255,
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(3-4) the Shih of pure nature, Shih Fakhru'd-Din, whose magnanimous (lit, free) nature
perpetually keeps people enslaved throngh benevolence,

(5) constructed such a sard"i (i.e. hospice) for the comfort of the people that
(6) (even) the Sky terms it as the * Fort of steel * on account of its great strength.
() Bince he implored Divine help at the time of its construction,

(8) Wisdom found the date of its foundation (in the word) : help, 982 (ista'dnat). (AH.
=1674-756 A.D.). .

(9) And if thou desirest the date of the completion of this adifice,

(10) search it in (the words:) Holy Edifice 986, and look in the Work of its Master, 986. (A.H.
986=1678-79 A.D.).

Tha sets of words in lines 8 and 10 of the metrical text comprise the chronograms.

II. INSCRIPTION, DATED A H. 995, FROM JOURA-ALAPUR

The second inseription comss from Alapur. situated in the Joura taksii of Morena district.
Tt is engraved on a slab of stone, 36 by 30 cm., whicliis built upinto the west wall, to the right of
the central miprib, of a dilapidated mosque locally called Faqiron-ki-Masjid.! It was found by
me for the first time. *

The name of the town Alapur indicates s Muslim origin, but in the covrse of my visit to the
place 1 did not come across any pre-Mughal inscription. Mughal inscriptions there are quite a
fow, the earliest being of Akbar's time —— the one under study — and four more, of
Aurangzeb’s,* Thus, it would appear that though now reduced to a sméll place, the town wasa
place of importance during the time of the Mughals.

The weathering of the tablet has considerably damaged the writing consisting of five
lines of Arabic and Parsian. The Arabic portion occupying thefirst two lines, comprises
Bismi'llihk and the First Creed only, while the Persian text is metrical, comprising three
couplets. Itrecords the construction of a masque and a well by Ehwija Qabil in AH. 995
(1586-87 A.D.), in the réign of Jalilu'd-Din Mubammad, i.e. Akbar, The date isgiven by
way ofa chronogram.

The style of writing is Nasta'lig, ofino’ particular merit. The quality of the verses, on
the other hand, is quite good.

‘The text reads as under i—
TEXT
Plate IX(b)
e o= AU e ()
&l dsul] dae @ Y] Y (r)

i ARIN, 1982-83, No. D, 78.
* Ihid., Noa. T8.81.
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Hled it s celsl a2 dee il A Olsd (v)
HE b 93 8 AT dres 3 42 Sl 3,5 (MU 4als Glis (o)
Qi e S eie oy U Jl Jus po,50 (o)
TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Bensficent, the Merciful.
(2) There is no god but Allih ; Mubammad is the apostle of Alldh.
(3) In the reign of Jalilu'd-Din Muhammad, the king with magnificence and sweet nature,

(4) the honourable Ehwija Qabil constructed a well and a mosjue, both of which are
worthy (like his name).

(6) Whea I thought of the year of its date (of construction), Wisdom replied, “Say, (it is?)
the best among places’.

Thedate, afforded by the chronogram contained in the last hemistich,is A.H. 995 (1586-87
AD). The chronogrammatic phrase could be either with or without ‘S8ay’ (gi). But since in
quite & few cases of this type, where the year is also given in figure, this word is found tobe s part
of the chronogrammatic phrase, I have also treated it as such. Otherwise, the date would work
out tobe A.H,969 (1561-62 A.D.).

Asrezards Ehwija Qibil, we areunable to give any definite information. Abu’l-Fadl mentions
one Qabil, son of ‘Atiq in his list of officials enjoying a rank of 200 horse.'! But in the absence
of any other evidence, it is difficult to assert if both are identical. Very likely, they are.

HI-IV. EPIGRAPHS, DATED A.H. 996, FROM BARANGPUR

The third and the fourth inscriptions of the time of Akbar, are identical in purport. They were
found at Sarangpur, a tahsil headquarters in Rajgarh district.

Ths tablet bearing the first of these two records, measures 60 by 50 em., and is fixed on the
porthern side of the Baland-Darwiiza of the fort.* It conasists of six lines of writing i Persian
exacutedin Naskh of a fairly, good order, which states that Nawwib Mubammad Sharif Ehén
ordered Mahram, the Kotwil, toconstruct(or more correctly, reconstruet) the gate for the fort of
g ir and accordingly, the gate of the fort and the Chabiitara for the Kotwil were completed
in A.H. 998 (1537-83 AD.). Itisnot known ifany trace now remains of the Chabitara for the

Kotwil.

Of the two persoas mantioned in the record,the identification of Mahram is not possible. That
ho was the Kotwil of the Sarangpur fort, is indicated by our epigraph, which thus supplies
an interesting piece ot information for local history. Asregards Nawwib MuhammadSharif Ehiin,
he can besafely identified with Bharif Khin, a brother of Shamsu’d-Din Mubammad Ataga

3 Blochmaan, op. ¢it., p. 534
s ARIE, 1963-64, No, D, 130. This and the next inscription were sopied by Shri Siddigi.



o6 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMEN1

Khin, and foster-brother to Akbar. He war made governor of Malw in June 1580 and hald
that office for aboat a docdda?

Below is given the fuil toxt of the opigmph:—

TEXT

FPlate X(a)

» (y)
2\l il gl & pan w1 bgmrifed
aSe Jl A (Gl Ll 5] des ]l SR Spaa (1)
Ol Ui 2 dat lhive Ol 5 K50 slas Gl tealy (o)
A L) g B el 34 o5 JI 5 pome Sl ) dele (o)

Sl pJW Sage JsS s U oskas Glb ool q9q 4 3 AT (4)

TRANSLATION

(1) Heis (Alldh)!

(2) Io the reign of His Royal Highness, the sun of soversignty,

‘3) His Majesty Jaliu’d-Din Muhammad Akbar Bidghih, the Ghizi, may Allih perpetuate
his kingdom !

(4) fortheconstruction of tho gateway of the fort of Birangpiir, HisGrace Nawwib Mubammad
Sharifl Ehin,

(5) may Allih the Exalted keep him safe, gave orders to Mahram, the Kotwil. Praise be to
Allih and gratitude to Him

(6) thatin the year(A.H.)996 (1587-83 A.D.), the construction of the gateway of the fort along
with the Chabitara-i-Kotwali received completion.

The tablst bearing the other record, measuring 65 by 48 om., is fixed on the southern side of the
same gateway.! Jtis badly damaged, and as & result, the writing therson has flaked off in many
places. Consequently, its metrical text cannot be deciphered in full, but the missing portion does
not materially affect the purport, which is quite clear. As a matter of fact, it is more axplicit
than its countarpart in that it clearly states that originally the fort at SBarangpur had a lofty gate,
but s it had become deorepit, that nobleman — Nawwib Mubammad Sharif Khin whoss name 18
omitted in the text — ordared its reconstruction; and consequently Mahram, the Kotwil, got it
rebuiltin A1) 096 (1587-83 A.D.). The date isindicated by the numerical values of three lsttors,
#dd (90), vdv (8) and 27 (909), This epigraph, in addition, quotes the name of the calligraphar
Abu’l-Fath.

3 Abu'tFadi, op. cit, vol. III, p. 57 ; Blochmann, op. e't, p. 415.
s ARIE, 196384, ‘No: D, 131,
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The taxt consists of a fragment of saven couplets, praceded by an invocation to Allih and
followed by ths eadorsament containing the soribe’s nams, and is inseribed iv fine Nasta'lig. Ttalso
nses the titlo Malik for the Kotwil whoisstated to hean old retainer of the Nawwibk, Ineidentally,
the nams of emparor Alkhar is not maantioned in the text. It has been read as under:—

TEXT

Plate X(b)

= (1)

el

P15 O 3,5 oFe 3 ey

P tjli i Ol Js

IO S - R g

(3) i Szl @l OF sy aF

IaSHl e 33 c=bles (r)
o O 3 Jdle el e (v)
sl Sl )50 Ol gl &5 (r)
Jisis e 2 o2 A (o)

........................... alb a5 Uy Loy ols &5 5 abafs E‘IJII.! (4)
(£t (E3eiieamsnmnisansinenns 5 1dafi Olg= ey U o9 & (o)
TRANSLATION

(1) He is (Allah} !
(2) Thereisa fortio the city of Sirangpiir which isthe place of sheltar e e e e

(3) It had a lofty gateway but (it grew) old. 1ts reconstruction was ordered by that noble
porsonage [(i.e. Nawwib Muhammad Sharif Ehin),

(4) through whose kindness, the garden of the world is flourishing (and) on account of
whom, the heart of the people (of the world) is frae from (any kind of) fear.

(5) He gave orders to Mahram, the Kotwil — that Malik, who was an old servant (of the
Nawwib).

(8) On the date (afforded by) one sdd (90), one viv (6) and one zd (900) (i.e. 9046900 orA.H,
906=15687-88 A.D.), the gatoway was built.........ccoiiiriiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiisasa e anan

(T) 0 God! Aslongas the adifice of the world lasts, protect it from .............. enemy.
(8) The writer of this is Abu'l-Fath.

V-VI. INSCRIPTIONS, DATED AH. 979, FROM NARWAR

The fifth and the sixth epigraphs of Akbar were found by mse at the town of Na:war iu the
Karara tahsil of Shivpuri district. The town which is now reduced to a small place has been in
the past an important place, as is testified fo by the inscriptions of Bikandar Lodi*

s Epgraphia Indica, Aralic and Persian Supplement (E1APS), 1065, pp. 20-38,
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The first of these two inscriptions appears over the central mijrab of a mosque in front of the
local High School, situated on the Narwar-Shivpuri Road.! There is another inscription fixed
abova the one under study, but it contains only Quranic verses (Chapter IX, vorse 18).> The
lower epigraph consists of three lines of Arabic and is engraved on a slab, measuring 60 by 24 cm.
It states that the mosque, evidently the one on which it is found, was built by Mirak, son of Ahmad
Ehin Kolibi, who is described as the ‘chief amopg the great Khins', in January-February 1573,
during the reign of Jalilu'd-Din Mubammad Akbar Bidghah Ghizi. The latter's name is prefaced
by the high titles, ‘lord of the necks of the kings of the sast and the west, the soversign among the
sovereigns of Persia and Arabia’ which wore commonly used in the sarly Sultanate inseriptions.

The style of writing is beautiful Naskh, though the letters have lost their proper shape dua‘ta the
woathering of the ston. However, this defect has not prevented a complate and correct decipher-
mont of the text, which reads as follows:—

TEXT

Plate XI(a)

el bt QL il 3 G 2 &5k Ol &L QL5 g deeallia (B ()

L:l‘,.l“ E
ot el e PU[1] 5 wthle 5 4l Bl Al (gle SLosh a5 daz gl JA (v)
o LA gy Ay QY Ol des) &5 0 plhal] gl gl oy ailsl 9 (r)
Llawd 3 et 3 pd Al Olaay 32 g ol
TRANSLATION

(1) This mosgue was built in the time of the lord of the necks of the kings of the East and
the West, the Sultin of the Sultins of Parsia and Arabia,

{2) Jalilu'd-Din Muhammad Akbar Bidshah Ghizi,may Allih perpetuate his kingdom and
soversignty, and extand to the people of the worlds his benevolence

(3) and munificence, by the chief (lit. head) among the great Khins, Mirak, (son of) Ahmad
Ehin Kolibi. And the building was completed in the month of Ramadin, year (A.H.) nine and
ssventy and nine hundred (Ramadin 979=January-February 1573).

The second inscription from Narwar, forming the sixth record of Akbar, occurs over the central
mibrdb'of the Jami* mosque of the town? The epigraphical tablet measuring 1.08 m. by 45 cm.,
which contains thres lines of writing in Persian, has much mors wenthered than the one just men-
tioned, and the writing is considerably damaged. A few letters in the second line and almost
the whole of the third line comprising that portion of the toxt which contained the name of the
builder's father and the date, have peeled off, with the result that though fortunately the name of
the builder has survived, the date of the record is complétaly lost. The extant text refers to the

1 ARIE, 1065-88 No. D, 150.
8 Ibid,, Mo. I, 148,
' ARIE, 1942-63, No. D, ¥ ; ARDGS, 1937.28, No. 100 of Appendix 1),
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reign of emperor Jalilu'd-Din Mubammad Akbar Badghih and governorship of Nawwib Mirak
Abmad Ehin Kolibi snd sssigns the construction of the mosqus to Shaikh Biyazid, of whose
father’s name only the prefix Shaikh is legible.

The style of writing is Naskh of a fairly good type. The text has been deciphered by me as
under :—

TEXT

Plate X1(b)

[OJhle 5 & & als [l 5| dee gl Dhe Wlilgd dge 53 ()
I dzafa] ol 2,5l QY55 O danl &5 e iyl (1) QL[] 5 s (v)
veerenenenennes b [2] M0 2 ()

TRANELATION

(1) Inthe reign of the emperor Jalila'd-Din Mubammad Akbar Bidghih, may Allih perpe-
tuate his kingdom and sovereignty,

o e e e e government and time of Nawwib Mirak, (son of) Ahmad Ehin
Kolibs, this mosque was built by

(3) Bhaikh Bayazid, son of Shaikh........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i

It is difficult to establish the identity of Shaikh Bayazid, the builder, in the absence of any
other dstails about him including the date, that might have been given in the text, particularly
since there are quite a few persons of this name who flourished in the early part of Akbar’s reign.t
In the case of Nawwib Mirak Ahmad Ehan Kolibi, however, we have some information, though
that toois not much. He is mentioned in historical works in connexion with the events of the early
part of Akbar’s reign, under the name Mirak Ehin Kolibi which shows that his name was not Mirak
Abmad Ehin, but Mirak or Mirak Ehin only and Abmad Khin was his father's name.?
Tt is rather surprising that a nobles of his status does not get any detsiled notice. What we know
about him is little. In tha very first year of Akbar’s reign (October 1555), he fought against
Hemid? ln January 1573, he displayed great fortitude and bravery in the battle at
Khstauti,* against Tbrihim Husain Mirzi. Next year, he was on his way to Gujarat as an
anxiliary of Muzaffar Ehin, the governor of Malwa, who was summoned by the emperor to join
him in his Gujarat expedition.* That Mirak Ehin is identical with Mirak Khin of our epigraph
i also clear from the fact that he was an auxilisry of the Malwa governor. 'We do not have nny
further information about him except that his son Mubammad §ilih was killed in the siege of

Chitor in A. H. 976 (1567 A. D).*

;mw,mmhabﬂﬂ‘lﬂ.m eit. ; Nighmu'd-Din, op. cit. ; Biyazid Bayis, Taghliratu'l.
Wagi'sé (Caloutta, 1841) ; ete.

|yﬁhpﬂ,mmnlduﬂm“mnulwm

'thﬁn'ﬂfm.ﬂp- ““u P- 214.

' Abu'lFadl, op. cit., pp- 34-35. In the printed text, the site of the baitle is called W. ‘The
corract name i (] 3L (Khatanti) which lics in the Jael taheil of Nageur district of Rajasthaa.

# Jbid., p. 67.
® Itid., vol. IT (Calout.s, 1579), p. 317 ; Nisdwu'd-Din, op. cit., p. 344
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Our epigraph is thus quite important, as it is the only document which discloses the fact that
Mirak Khin was in charge of the Narwar region, where he seems to have remained fora
considerable time.

VII. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1008, FROM SARANGPUR

This new record of Akbar, his last in present group, was found by 8hri W. H. Siddigi at Sarang-
pur. The epigraphical tablet is fixed at the southern corner of a domed building locally called
Ma‘giim Shih-ki-Gumbad? Measuring 63 by 49 cm., it contains one more visitor’s note hitherto
unnoticed, inscribed by the famous nobleman, official and literatear of Akbar's court, Mir Muba-
mmad Ma‘giim Nami of Bhakkar, recording the fact that His Majesty emperor Akbar had, on his
way to Deccan in the Ilahi (Regnal) Year 44 corresponding to A. H. 1008 (1600-01 A. D.), camped
at the place.

The text runs into four lines of Persian, which are inscribed in Nasta‘lig of a fairly high order.
It has been read as follows :—

TEXT

Plate X1I(a)
pile g Ol &l gb OFuy & A= 53 ()
plisiys Ul oz 3 diag T3 hed (v)
s X ! ,_}.,.s ol Jl a2z dly (r)

LF_}S:EJI U.AU s I L _‘ﬂ_}ﬁ (p:l

TRANS Ii..f.‘ﬂﬂ L3

(1) At the time whan His Majesty the shadow of Allih, shelter of the world (i.e. emperor
Akbar), had set out

{2-3) to conquer Dakan (i.e. Deecan), and at this place was (his) august camp, in the Il&hi
year 44, vorresponding to

(4) (A. H.) one thousand and eight (A, H. 1008=1589-1600 A. D.), this was written by
Muhammad Ma*gfin Nami al-Bakkari (i.e. of Bhakkar).

Amir Mubammad Ma‘piim with the poeticalname Niml, a resident of Bhakkar, is too well-
known a person to need any detailed mention here.  As a poet, he has & Diwdn and a Khagisa to
‘his eredit and is also the author of Tdrikh-i-Sind and Mufradit-i-Nimi. He was in active service
of the emperor, who had also sent him in A. H. 1010 (1601-02 A. D.) as ambassador to Persia.®

1 ARIE, 1963-84. No. D, 120,

* Abu"l-Fadl, op. cit., vol. IT1, pp. 825, 538, refers to Nimi's embassy and his presentation to Ehih
*Abbls. A number of inecriptions Ieft by him in Rajesthan speak of his journey to and back from Iran,
For details, seo ARIE, 1968-50, No. IV, 173; 1061-62, No. D, 220: 196588, No. D, 364; 1968-67,
No D, 234. & ’
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Nizimu'd-Din Ahmad, who was his personal friend, devotes a brief notice to him,' and Badiyiind
too gives a slightly more detailed account. The latter is highly appreciative of Nimi as a man.*
Blochmann is perhaps the first person who gave all available data about him.?* Despite these
accounts, there are a few details which are still unknown about him. That he had uccumpan'wd
Akbar throughout his expedition to Deccan and return to the capital in the TIahi year 44, is known
only from this and several other inscriptions of similar purport engraved by him at Fatehpur Sikri,
Bayana, Gwalior, Kolaras in Shivpuri district, Kaliadeh near Ujjain, Sadulpura, Mandu, Burhanpur
and Asirgarh.* These fully corroborate Abu’l-Fadl’s account of the marches and halts of Akbar
in his expedition to Deccan.®

Jahangir

VIII. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1014, FROM UDAYPUR

The first of the three records of Jahingir is from Udaypur, an ancient place situated in Basoda
tahsil of Vidisha district. It is published here from an old rubbing lying in our office, which is
stated to have been taken from the tablet fixed on the local ‘ldgih.* The epigraph contains in all
twelve lines of which, the first six and part of the seventh line contain First Creed and Throne Verse,
while the rest assign the construction of s mosque—evidently the ‘1dgih, to Khwija Basiwan, son
of Bahidur Khin, during the governorship (‘amal) of Rija Bikramajit, son of Bhirathi Chand.
It is dated the 4th Ramadin 1014 (3rd January 1606) in the reign of Jahingir.

The language of the epigraph is Arabic and Persian, and the style of writing is Naskh with
slight Nasta'lig flourishes. This is one of the earliest records of Jahingir.

The builder Khwija Basiwan cannot be traced from available records. There was in Akbar’s
court a painter by that name without the surname Khwija.

As to Rija Bikramijit, the governor, it is not easy to establish his identity, One Bikramajlt
waas a grandson of Rija Rém Chand Bigheld, who had, while a minor, rebelled against Akbar somo
time after A. H. 1001 or s0.? Rija Bikramijit who was in the Mughal army that beseiged Asirgarh
in AH. 1008 and was subsequently sent as an auxiliary of Abu'l-Fadl to punish Raji Dakani,® seems
to be different from the Bighela chiaf, but is perhaps identical with Rija Bikramijit Bhaduriya
whom Abu’l-Fadl mantions among the nobles who received rank, etc., from Akbar in A.H. 1013.*
This Bhaduriya chief is also reported to have served Jahingir antil his death in the latter’s Regnal
YearllorA.H, 1025 orso. Thenamesof Bikramijitand Bhirati Chand (not as the son and father)
ocour in the list of the Bundela chiefs, but their dates seem to be slightly later.®® The dates of
Rija Bikramijit Bhaduriya — the last, A.H. 1013, being hardly a year prior to the date of our

! Nighmu'd-Din, op. ¢it., p. 720,
* Badiyini. Munishabu't Tawdrikh, Eng. tr. T. W. Halg, vol. ITI (Caloutta, 1925), pp. 498-504.
* Blochmann, op. ¢f. pp. 578-80. As usual, his sccount 5 taken from Shih Nawidz Khin, op. cit.,
vol, 111, pp. 326-20. Also see Dr, H, 1. Sadarangaai, Persion Ports of Sind (Karachi, 1936), pp. 28-33,
¢ Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica, 1909-10, pp. 18, 17, 26, 27 ; 1025.26, pp. 3, 4, 5, 6; 1933-34, pp. 14, 15;
1949-50, pp. 41, 42 ; EI4APS, 1962, pp. 72, 73, T4; ARIE. 105556, No. T, 120; 1962.83, No. D, 100 ;
1985-88, Nos. I, 538 30 ; 1086-87, No. D, 234 ; ete.
8 Abu'l-Fadl, op. cit., vol. ITI, pp. 762.05.
s ARIE, 1965-87, No. D, 157.
? Abu'l-Fagl, op cil., vol. IT1, p. 711 : Blochmann, op. cil., p. 446,
' [bid., pp. 767, BO1; Blochmann, op. ¢, p.HMT.
" [hid., p. BH.
 Bloohmaan, op. cil., p. 546. RAI Sunder Dds, who recsived the tive Rajs Bikesmijit, in A, T, 1028
(Bbih Nawiz Khin, op cit., vol. II, pp. 183-85), is evidently not identical with Bikramijit of our recond,
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inscription — make it more probable that he is.the one mentioned in the text as the governor.
If 0, it would méan that he held the region around Udaypur in kis fief,

The writing, as seen from the rubbing, occupies, & space of 27 by 31 em., and has been deci-
phered as under :—

TEXT

Plate XI1(b)
Gl dyy A S YWY ()
oM ooa A Y el el dE et ()
S Slpadl 3 b W L5 N oy o v Y rai ()
plad 3L Y e M QU e A G L (w)
Ylinh;féhﬁ;kﬁ?;rﬂsbjrﬂq1;ﬂ L (s)
[esBin o3 ¥ 5 Po¥l 5 Slpaadl 4w )F ey ol Ly (4)
e T T et - [y X %
sl 51 A il A o e Wlaay ANl (a)
T dr ¥ Ol Gl enlS £ Je 5 @l ()
d AN Ok g gl dsa LI oSW ().)
pore Al AU Olaay  Led ales o 25W ()
[ s Jb O] )1 3138 jla does 53 45 Al 2e b (yr)

TRANSLATION
(1) There is no god but Allih; Mubammad is the apostle of Allh.
(2-7) In the name of Allih, the Benificent, the Merciful. Throne Verse !
{7)- In the reign ot the asylum of the Caliphate, Niiru’ d-Din Muhsmmad
(8) Jahinglr Bidshih Ghazi, son of Jalilu'd-Din Muhammad Akbar Bidshih

(9) Ghiizi, (and) in the time of the governorship (‘amal) of Rij(a) Bikramijit, son of Bhirathi
Chand, the mosque

(10) was built by Ehwija Basiwari, son of Babidur Khiin. Written on the
(11) date 4, fourth of the month of the auspicious Ramadin, (year A.H.) 1014,

3 Qur'dm, Chapter 11, verss 255,
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(12) fourteen (and) one thousand (4 Ramadin 1014=3 January 1606). Whosoever offers
prayera in the mosque (should pray) for [the faith of the builder].

IX. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1026, FROM THE SAME PLACE

The second record of Jahingir is also from Udaypur. Engraved on a slab, measuring 65 by
42 om. and fixed on the central mikrab of the Qidiyon-ki-Masjid,! it records the construction or
foundation of the mosque by Qadf Auliyd, son of Sayyid ‘Abdu'g-§amad al-Hasani on the 28th
June 1617, at the time when Jahiingir was on a visit to Mandu. From the text it is not clear if the
mosque was completed by the builder. But from another inseription of a later date from the same
mosque, fixed on the outer face of the northern wall, it would appear that the mosque had remained
incomplete. According to this inscription, the mosque was commenced by Q&dI Auliyd, son of
Sayyid ‘Abdu's-Samad during the reign of Abu’l-Mugaffar Niiru'd-Din Mubammad Jahingir, but
the building was not even half complete when both the emperor and the Qidi died, whereupon
after one year, Sayyid Ambiyi strove to complete it, but he also expired in the meantime, and
ultimately Sayyid Himid and Sayyid Di'iid, sons of Qadr Auliy completed it in the first year of
Shah Jahdn's reign.* It bearsthe date 10 Dhi'l-Hijja 1041, which fell in the fourth year of Shih
Jahiin's reign.*

The inscription under study contains nine lines of writing of which, the first is devoted to
Bismi'llah and the First Creed in Arabic. The rest are in Persian of a flofid type,* particularly
in the portion containing the honorific and eulogistie titles of the emperor. In the four corners
are insoribed the names of the fiest four caliphs. About QAadi Auliyd or such of his kith and kin
as are mantioned in ths epigraph, no information is available. The style of writing is ordinary

Naskh.

The text has been deciphered as under : —

TEXT
Plate XI1I(b)
(a)

Sl daey A Y WY el gl S e (f)

drr gl Tl g el W AW WA g [ ol or oA ade JE )
cIle dgs 53

T 9 Hliler calie HUs 2 e Clidyd cplay 9 by SV e 0dll (r)
dlos o2 ioylite piaf

Sy plS Obled Sl G5 e LU W alale ly oEay MEass bl (e)

G 33 0kl pd s Olenl 55 ETT 5 (o) (T)iballl bl o257 cllde aF 55 0T
il (ol lals) pula Ol Al tai] o] oF dgas

t ARIE, 1960.81, No. D, 106. It was copied by Shri A. A. Kadiri, Epigraphical Assistant,

* ARIE,1965-86, No. D, 155. Udaypur is doscribad in the inscription as 8 gaghs in the Chanderi sarkir
of the giba of Malws. and Iving on the border of Gondwiins,

* For rembrke® on this inscription, see ARIE, 1085-86, pp. 16-17.
& The solitary Persian couplet in the text js mediocrs,
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aithle 5 a5l 3 Al gl Jlosl Jole LKile des cpdl) 5 ikl il gibe (1)
AT sl @olan g cdady WLl ©pas 25 L1 OT 33 dmes ol sl ()

ally disgasi Glisl
i dmes 130 AT e lewdl el e die ol Wil (S0 e gl 03,57 (A)

Olal ) 4 A5
ey ol psler AW Gl cw g pte s Al AL Wl wpae (9)

3G e ciile )y die )

s - S

({¢) Lower corners
Joo - Ol
TRANELATION

(a) (1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful. There is no god except Allih;
Mubammad is the apostle of Allih.

(2) He (i. e. the Prophet), may peace be upon him, has said, ‘He who builds a mosque in the
world, Allih the Exalted builds a palace (for him) in Paradise’. The mosque was founded in the
just reign of

(3) ....the one who is supported by Divine supports and by the blessings of the guidance of
the ﬂlunﬁud Lord, upper garment of the magnificence of sovereignty, inner garment of effulgence
of good fortune, knngdom-adorning king,

(4) sun of bright judgement, asylum of the people at large, focal point of monarchs ; verse:

He who with the sword of equality, killed the forsaker of justice,

(b) and one on account of whose glorious beneficence, sorrow hae disappeared from the corner
(of the warld),

spreader of the canons of justice, remover of the strong foundations of violence, supporter
of the religion of

(6) Hijiz (i.e. Islim), Abu’l-Muzaffar Niiru'd-Din Muhammad Jahingir Badshah-i-Ghaz,
may Allih perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty,

(7) this mosque was founded at the time when His Majesty king, with his ancust and happy
presence, had graced Mandu.

(8) This mosque was founded by Qad! Auliyi, son of Sayvid Abdu'g-Samad al-Hasanl. Who-
soever offers prayers in the mosque, he should pray [or the faith
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(9) of His Majesty, the king. The year (A. H.) one thousand and twenty and six, corres-
ponding to the fourth day of the month of the dignified Rajab, (of) the year (A. H.) 1026 (¢ Rajab
1026-28 June 1617). May the end be good!

(8) Abd Bakr, “Umar.
(¢) Uthman, ‘AlL

X. A DAMAGED ROYAL ORDER, FROM SIRONJ

The tablet bearing the tenth and the last inscription of the group and the third of Jahingir was
found by my colleague Shri A. A. Kadiri, Epigraphical Assistant, at Bironj, a tahsil headquarters
in Vidisha district. It is fixed in the ground to the left of the entrance of the Civil Court.
Subjected to inclemencies of weather, the writing is considerably damaged, particularly in the
lower portion containing the date. [Tt registers a royal order (farmdn) prohibiting the levy of
zakdt throughout the kingdom and intimating the governors, officials, jagirddrs, karoris,
rahdirs and gudharbins ot the gagba Bironj, not to charge the same.

The text comprise: twelve lines of writing which ocoupy a total space of about 50 by 80 cm.
The language is Persian, and the style of writing is crudish Nasta‘lig.

It has been read as follows :—

TEXT

Plate X111{a)

G sl Sl dae gl s Akl 0L ()
s Olys,s 3 OhisSle 5 Js s plS B (v)
Wiy e A ORI s Oblaly (r)
dig sl sdle s s O S ()
Lot  cudgpes  dke A Jb (o)
el K 33 555 Al 9 e Dl (1)
spdes 1T wllhs Glpl praged Sl A ()
O3 » 5555 pU @ A eI il Wl (1)
) Am =5 S 08 W8 O BT Olm T (1)
()olly ape dmlps Jol ol Ol (5) O (4.)
W, oot ) et e A e (1)

§e I{":{] ‘uLn--..|qaa--..H...----t.u-a.o.-o-t--cunyqq-u-.-n {l‘t')

1 ARIE, 106061, No. 1), 128,
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TRANSLATION

(1) The royal order (farmdn) of Abu'l-Mugaffar Niiru'd-Din Muhammad Jahingir Badshih-i-
Ghézi.

{2) The great governors, commissaries, jagirddrs, karoris,

(3) rdhdars and gudharbing of the gagba of Bironj should note

(4-5) that since whole of the wisdom-decorating attention (of the smperor) is enganged on the
welfare of the general public (li*. all of the creatures of Allih), mors particularly

(6-8) the traders, we have, of our knowledge and experience, remitted zakit in the whole of
the protected kingdom (and) have closed the doors of its lovy. Whoever after this (order), utters
(even) the word zakdt on his lips,

(9} will be liable to different kinds of punishments. If any one should, atter this,
(10) act contrary to the exalted (and) most holy royal order he will be,

P b O T e eyt el subjocted to.......... which is a specimen of
Divine wrath.
1 N A S BTN bl Bt year (4. H.) 101[x].

A point or two may be noted about this inscription before we conclude the present etudy.
Firstly, this is one of the quite a few stone-ediots of Jah&ngir remitting zakat that have been found
8o far only in Madhya Pradesh. This is a little surprising since, as is welknown, the remission
of this levy, ordered by the omperor, applied to his whole kangdom. At least in no other part, we
have so far come across such orders. The other two places, where similar epigraphs are found are
Kolaras and Shivpuri! Another point that arrests attention here is the stress laid on the well-
being of the trader who, in particular, was intended to be benefitted most by the order of remission.
Tn the other two orders above, no sach distinetion s made.

! Thess have been published in EJAPS, 1064, pp. 79.82,
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BILINGUAL RECORD FROM JAIPUR DISTRICT

(¢) Inscription, dated V.S, 1694, from Bhaupura (pp. 67-8)

From & photograph

THREE RECORDS OF AURANGZEB,
EOTA DISTRICT

( Puares XIVb - XV )

(b) Record, referring to a grant,
Gagraun (p. 77)




A BILINGUAL INSCRIPTION FROM JAIPUR DISTRICT
By Dgn. S8atva PRAKASH
Director, Archaeology and Museums, Government of Rajasthan, Jaipur

The tablet bearing the inscription which, forms the subject matter of this short artiole, is built
up into the wall of a step-well at Bhaupura or Bhipura near Reuwal, situated between Phagi and
Reawal, ut u distance of sbout fortyfive kilometers fromits district headquarters Jaipur, in
Rajasthan.

1t contains a bilingual record, written both in Persian and Réjasthinl. The Persian version
is executed on the right hand side of the slsb in Nasta'liy characters in relief and consiste of five
hoes. Its Rijasthini counterpart is in Ndgari characters and is engraved to its loft. The Persian
text is well worded and more alaborate, but the mawn purport of both the versions 15 the sams.

The epigraph assigns the construction of a step-well to the male-nurse (Dhi’u) Chatri and
(his wife?}, the fomale-nurse (Dha'f) Lakml (i.e. Lakshmi) of Mahirdjidhirija Mahirija Jai Singh.
It is dated the 13th day of the dark fortnight of the month of Chaitra in Vikrama Sathvat 1694.
Mahirija Jai Singh, reforred to in the inscription, is Mirzi Rija Jai S8ingh, a contem porary of the
Mughal emperor Shih Jahdin, as is clear from the Vikrama year refarred toin this record.

My reading of the text is as under .—
TEXT

Plate XIV|(a)

A5 & ()
ghl OFal s W0 5 Sl 1A {y)
e Sae dle 3 Kl o eyl 2183 ()
e onile g 32 =27 N s Gl (0)
SopuT dipmt T 6394 &K (3,0 JKI6 i ps (o)
sl Ol g auas ) cale oy &l 3 (4)

TRANSLATION

(1) Allih is great ! _
(2) Chatrd Dhi'n (male-nurse) and Lakmi Dha'f (femalo-nurse), servans of the

(8) Mahirijadhirij Maharija Jai Singh, in the year (Vikrama) Sammat 1604

(4) on the 13th day (of the) dark {fortuight) of Chaitra, in the village Bhaupu alias

(5-6) village Nangel-Bharthi caused to be built one svep-well (Edwari) of water, for the

« eomfort of God’s creatures. - Ob my God ! May it alwave remair full of water !
(67)
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In the above text, the word Gy in live 4 13 redonaant for, meaning as it does,
‘corresponding to’ or ‘according to’, it shonld normally he used when followed by some corres-
ponding date of any other Calendar, which is not the casc here. Therefore, either thero is some
omission before (3l s+ or, as is more likely, the word hus been used in u superflucus manner,
As at present, its removal from the text does not affect the meaning of the record at all.

The Nagari version whioh is in Rajasthani langusge contains six lines of writing, apart from a
fow more words, writter, probably at a later date, on the appsr part of the slab above the two
versions, It has been read as under :—

TEXT

Plute XIT (o)

(1) ==
(R) ®x| 5%y H7 afz g3
(2) = mgrwifaas =grmr o
(¢) <ifewlt &1 =9 F7°7 T8
() fofoft amd aofr it gtz @
(%) & war 1 awe § qf s &

TRANSLATION
(1) 8ri Rima
(2) In(Vikrama) SBambat 1694, (on the) 13th day of Chaitra iv the dark fortuight,
(3) 8r1 MabArijidhirija Maharaja S
(4) Jai Singhj’s male-nurse Chatari, fomale-nurse
(5) Likhimi (Lakshmi) got constructed a biori of water, in the
(6) village Bharthi-ki-Nagal, dedicating it to Sriji.

From the above, it is learnt that Bhapurs or Bhaupura was also known as Bharthi-ki-Ningal,
and in that village was coustructed a biorf or step-well of water by Chatri Dha'ii and Lakshmi
Dhi't, male and female attendants respectively of Mahirajadhirija Mahirdja 8rf Jai Binghin V. 8.
1694 on the 13th day of the dark fortnight of Chaitra. Nothing is known about Chatrii
(Chaturi?) or Lakshmi who may have been husband and wife, It is, perhaps, the only record
which has preserved their numes oven. Also, it is very likely that they ware inhabitants of
Bharthi-ki-Ningal or Bhaupura, whero the stap-well was constructed.

Like all such places, this step-well was also meant for public use, and as iu their case, this
biori was also dedicated to Sriji, whose devotee the donors ware. 8riji literally means Goddess

Lakshmi, but it may here moan, in geveral terms, the God Vishnu also, of whom the donor: wore,
porhaps, the devotees.

The execution of the Rijasthini text is not so fino as that of the Persian inseription. The fact
that the text was composed in two languages, which were the court and the regional languages, is
also indicative of the keen desire of the donors to see that the inseription was read by both the
Muslims and the Hindus, presumably with the intention tha* the step-wall could be used by the
general public, irrespoctive of any caste orcreed.



THREE GRANTS OF THE TIME OF AURANSZZB FRO M KODTA DISTRICT
By M. F. Enay
Epigraphical Asgistant

8o far only 12 inscriptions of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb, from the State of Rajasthan,
the traditionalabode of the Rajputs, have been published in this Series.! But this small number
is in no way an indication to the actual number of the epigraphs of this emperor obtaining in the
Btate ; quite a few of them have bsen brought to light in the past decade, and an extensive survey
would yield many more. Here, I propose to study three of his inscriptions which I recently came
across in that part of the State which comprises the present district of Kota, in 1965.

At the beginning of the sixteenth century, the whole of Rajasthan was divided into many
independent principalities.® Ot these, the two principalities of Kota and Bundi wers being ruled
by the Hadas, the mostimportant among the twenty-four clans of the Chauhiins.® The separation
of Kota from Bundi took place in the time of 8hih Jahin, who bestowed it and its dependencies
on Midho Singh, the second son of Rio Ratan Hida for his gallantry in the battle of Burhanpur.*

I. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1090, FROM SHAHABAD

Of the threa inscriptions that are studied below, the first is from Shahabad, a faksil headquarters,
situated in 25° 14’ N. and 77° 09" E. It is surroundsd by the Bhimiti range of hills, an important
feature in the landscape, and near here is found its highest point.* According to lccal accounts,
Shahabad was so named by Auranjzeb, as it lay on the main route of his marches to Deccan, and
during his reign, it was mostly populated by the Muslims who built here many fine buildings. But
none of these edifices has now survived except a beantiful mosque known as *Ilamglr-Masjid
which resembles in design to the Jimi*-Masjid of Delhi.

The stone on which this inscription is carved is in the form of a pillar, which is now lying loose
in the tahsil office.® I was informed that soms years ago it was fixed on a platform in front of the
Police Kotwill. Measuring 30 by 120 em., it is slightly damaged, resulting in the loss of some
portion on tha right top corner.  But the text originally engraved thereon, can be made out with
little difficulty, as it contains the name of the Mughal emperor.

The epigraph is an important bilingual record comprising sixteen lines of writing in Persian,
followed by eightaen lines in the local dialect, which are respectively inscribed in Nasta'lig and
Ndgari characters. The Persian version contains the text of a royal order (farmdn) issued by tha
ordars of Aurangzob on the 14th of Ramadan of his 25rd Regnal Year, corresponding to A. H. 1080
(19th October 1678). It purports that on being apprised, personally, of their complaints by
several communities, such as the mahijans, traders and Brahmins of the villags Shahabid, that the
adyir taxes were being recovered from them, a royal decree was issued directing that as

1!9‘1-# Indo-Moslemico (EIM), 1923-24, pp. 24-25 ; 1040-50, pp. 28-20, 47, 48, 49 ; Epi ia Indica,
Arabic and Persian Supplement, 1055 and 1958, pp. 51, 50, 66 ; 1050 and 1060, p. 43. ke

* V. B. Bhargavs, Marwar and the Mughal emperors (Delhi, 19686), p. 1.

* James Tod, Annale and Antiguities of Rajasthun (London, 1950), p. 56,

4 Ibid., p- 409,

8 J. 8. Gahlot, Rajputine-kd.ltikds, vol. I1 (Jodhpur, 1060), p. 4.

® Anaual Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 1005-66, No. D, 330,
(00)
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siiyir taxes were prohibited from the royal court, they should not be levied, and ccnsequently,
Randanla Khin, the Jagirdir, in compliance with the royal decree, instructed his subordinates
to dispanse with half of the sdyir taxes like zakdt, batd'i, told"i, bhont, kotwali, ete., the represen-
tationists having agread, on their own, to pay the remaining half.

The style of writing in which the text of the rocord, except for the last line, is incised on the
stone, is Nasta'lig of a fairly high order, and despite the fact that the letters have been affected
duse to the effacts of weathor and passage of centuries, it is quite pleasing to the eye. The last
line does not run horizontally in line with the rest, but is inscribed slantingly. It appears to be
in a different hand, as its calligraphy is not of the same quality,

The text has bean deciphered as under :(—

TEXT

Plate XV (a)

2lenydids AT 181 a5 a8 e o <Khal] ()
Yis orsls rr Al €55l Olaey ol aassles A[E] (1)
dal  apfy Ol Qlslagl; s OUale ()
My  exd e Wy gl Sy ST W] ()
Ol 5l gl dpems a5 mas gl (o)
Oyt MY S e B g AKe (3)
K5 Azgia a5 ul Jpame J1 45T ol W (L)
e sl Yubys o A aale ol Yl (a)
de YIS WS e sl Ok Wk ()
Apdi el ile Jaems I AT cg 3 Ol (1)
3 VT 9 i 3 Gl 9 355 ke dyemt 133 (1))
cul Yia EHL desle Clml opEs . (DS ;(I‘i‘}
3 G AT e caal oy B0 dlas. uial? ()
Sl eRe Gl LT dad Jai s gy (1)
A2 3908 Uiles BN o8 s NS 3 (T)ew’ 3 AU 9 ()e)

Obos sy () It Oleys s |y Olkes (y4)

! Oould i be ‘‘Cani?’ meaning Detrothal?



{a) Royal order, dated regnal year 23, Prate XV
from Shahabad (p. 70)
o e

(B} Another royal order, dated A H. 1106,
from Gagréun (p, 57)
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TRANSLATION

(1) [Aurangueb ‘A] lamgir Bidghih Ghazi. Allihis great! The vir:ugurent::f the Beneficent.!

(2) [On] the fourteenth day of the blessed month of Ramadiin, Year 23 of the exalted accession
{14 Ramadin 1090=19 October 1679),

(3) the mahidjans, the Brahmins and the traders and the like of the town (gasba)

(4) [Shahi] bid, having gone to the court, which is the asylum of people and has the force of the
Divine Decres, of (Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir Bidshih Ghizi),®

(5) (and) complained that the levy of sdyir taxes was being recovered from them,

(8) this royal decroe and the supreme orders of (the vicegersnt of the Beneficent),® attained
the honour of

(7) issue that (the levy in question) is forbidden (under orders) from the sublime audience-
hall,

(8) (and hence) they should not be subjected toit. (Aeccordingly), now the one possessing the
high dignity of npbility, {viz.)

(9) Randaunla Ehan, the jdgir-holder, in pursuance of this noble and exalted order,

(10) wrote to his agents (mutagad{ix) that they should not subject them to sfdyir levy.

(11) Therefore, the sdyir imposts (like?) zakdt, batd'i, khong and told’s,

{12) kotwdli, ete., are forbidden by the sublime audience-hall (i. . the court),

{13-14) (and accordingly), half (of the levy) is remitted and the remaining half, they have,
by their own pleasure and fres-will, accepted and held themselves answerable for.

{15) And the taxes on birth, house (or betrothal), marriage, ete., have been totally remitted.
(16) (On the violators be the curse of) God if they be Muslims and of Rém, if they be Hindils.

The inseription is, thus, quite important. It provides useful information about the situation
of the jdgir of Randaula Khin, who was originally a Bijapur nobleman. He had joined the services
of Aurangzeb after the latter's return from the viceroyalty of Deccan and rendered him good ser-
vices. After the battle with Mahirija Jaswant Singh which tock place in 1658, he was rewarded
with the title of Randaula Khin and the rank of 4000. S8ubsequently too, he saw service in Decean
and Chanda region (now in Maharashtra) and died in A. H. 1094 (1682-83 A. D.).’ In none of
the sources at my disposal any mention of the location of the jagir of Randaula Ehin could ba
traced. The present epigraph and the one discovered by me recently, from Sanwer in Indore
district, are our only source for the information on this point. The record under study shows
that Randaula Ehin held jdgir in the Bhahabad region, with Bhahabad, perhaps, as its head-
quhrtars, at the time of our record. The Sanwer record which is dated A. H. 1085 (1674 A. D.)
refers to the same Ehin as the Jagirddr.® Thus, these- two epigraphs between themsslves

' As in roys! orders, the royal same and titles should be read along with-the text in the fourth and the
sixth lines respectively of the text,

2 Please see the above note.

* ghih Nawiz Khin, Ma'aghira'l-Umard, vol. I (Caloutts, 1830), p. 309. According to Musta'id Kbin
Ma'aghir-i-+ AlamgleT (Calcutta, 1871), p. 244, he died on the 4th Rabi* IT 1095 (21st March 1684). He should not
be ernfused with his senior coutemporary and grest Bijspur general Randauls Ehio (d. A. H. 1061) who is buried
at Rahmatpur in Satara district (EJY, 1933-34, Supplement, pp. 54-57).

* ARJE, 1068.87, No. D, 93,
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datermins the whereabouts and possibly, the oxtent of the jigir of Randaula Khin. It may also
be recalled here that in one mare inscription from Madhya Pradesh—Dhamoni in Sagaur distriet,
also datsd A. H.-1085, Randaula Khin is stated to have encamped at that place! It isnot
known where he lies buried.

Then, as already stated above, this farmdn adds one more to the numerous farmans issued by
Aarangzeb for the wall-being of the public.® Here it is seen that on receiving the representation
of the elite of Shahabad town, the smperor issues orders for the discontinuance forthwith of the
unauthorized sdyir taxes. It in o way provides a less known aspect of Aurangzeb’s administra-
tion, which requires to be more widely known. It also shows how the grievances of the people
were redressed, even when they were against powerful noblemen. There seems to have been some
sort of guarantes for the social security for those who made complaints. Otherwise, in the absence
of any, they would not have dared approach the emperor directly to complain against the powerful
Jagirdir.

At the same time, it is also indicated by the present record that the Jagirdirs, at least in remote
places, did not carry out royal orders to the latter. This effrontery on their part is somewhat
inexplicable, though it can be explained away by saying that the emperor could not keep an ab-
solute control over all the subordinates all over the kingdom. Anyway, this does reveal a weak
spot in the central authority. Here, attention may be drawn to the fact that this type of partial
non-compliance of the royal orders does not repressnt any unknown state of affairs. EKhafi Khin
has put on record that in spite of the clear standing orders of the emperor about the remission of
certain taxes, soms officials did exact them, though the sama historian adds that such offarders
wers punished on reports reaching the governmant. But here is the case ot open action of the
Jazirdir in abolishing only half of the sdyir levies and putting the same as a permanent memorial
in the form of an inseription. Of course, he did have a technical excuse ready for his action through
the stipulation that the people had voluntarily agreed to pay the remaining half,

The inscription is also important in indicating to some extent, the correct connotation and
natura of certain revenus items that were being levied in those days. We have seen above that
the general term used in the text for the items for which remission was sought and accorded is
malsil-i-sdyir. According to Abu'l-Fadl, the duties on land under cultivation were termed mal,
those on manufactures (anvd'i-mubtarafa), jikdt and those on the remaining items— miscellaneous,
sayir-i-jikit.® But this distinction was, most probably, observed only on paper. As it is, as Mr,
H. H. Wilson points out, the term sdyir among other things, means ‘remainder, and hence, it came
to dinota the remaining or all other sources of revenue accruing to the government, in addition to
the land-tax, from a variety of imposts,as customs, transit duties,licences, fees, house-tax, market-
tax, ete. In this sense, the term was current throughouf India during the British regime.
According to Wilson, the several imposts under this name are reported to have been abolished by
the British government, with the exception of government customs, duties on spirituous liguors,
and other minor specified jtems. The term had also, then, applied to various items of the income

+ EI M, 1937-38, p. 38,

* For exampls, according toKhafl Khin, Munis bhabu'l-Lubib, vol. IT (Caleutta, 1574), pp. 87-80.in A, H
1089, Aurangzeb promulgated an order, remitting as many as righty imposia which were then current and which
brought crores of rupees to the State Exchequer, to give reliof to the general public, Likewise, there is on rocord
a formdn, whereby the Diwin of Gujarat was ordered to remit o pumber of taxes thero ("Ali Mubsammad Khin,
Mir'at-i-Abmadi, vol. T, Baroda, 1828, pp. 288-88).

3 Abn'l-Fagl, A'in-i-Akbari (Caleutta, 1872), p. 204, Mubammad Bidshih, Farkensg-i-Anandrdj, vol, IT
(Lucknuw, 1804), p. 341, definca sdyir as the dutics from property like houses, shops, boats, ete, F, Steingnss,
Perman-English Dictionary (London, 1957), p. 645, calls it tax on landed property.
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from landed property not comprised in the produce of cultivation, as rent from fisheries, from
timber and fruit-trees, bess'-wax, etc. It also designated certain admitted manorial rights or
proscriptive fées and cesses lovied from the residents in a village, or from the cultivators by the
propristors, which have bsen long established.! According to this, which was the actual practice
until at least the middle of the last century, the s@yir taxes covered almost all the major taxes apart
from the land-revenue.®

This is alsu fully corroborated by the text of our record in which such varied duties as zakal
(s wrongly levied—or so it would appear—from the non-Muslims, as will be mentioned presently),
bata'i, khont, told'i, kotwili, ete., are referred to as sdyir-revenue ; to this category, also may be
taken to balong the other items such as birth-tax, house-tax or betrothal and marriage-tax
also mentioned in the text.

All the above taxes except perhaps what has been doubtfully read as bait, canbe easily
explained, though all of I:hnm, at least under this name are not found in the list of sdyir
taxes abolished by Akbar, as given by Abu'l-Fadl.® By batd'i is probably intended the tax on the
actual division of the crop betwsen the cultivator and the land-lord or the government ; likewise
tol3'i (wighing-tax) is obviously the same as kayydli or wazzdni of Abu'l-Fadl's list* or lardsi-
kaghi or Dhiran or Dandi-dirf of the farmdn of Aurangzeb issued to the Diwin of Gujarat in his
16th Ragnal Year.* As for katwili, it is a variety of town duties. Khon{ has been described as
a share in the lands of a village by hereditary descent, and alsoin all the privileges and rights which
it involves.* It may have been used here in the sense of payment of revenue according to ances-
tral shares, without reference to actual condition or produce of the shares, for which the term
khontaits was gonerally used.? As reforred to above, the reading bait of the levy oceuring in line
15 is not certain. It could be read as nisbat meaning ‘betrothal’.

Tt will bs observed that the order stipulates total abolition of taxes on birth and house (or
batrothal) and marriage. The tax designated in the text as tawalludina occursin the above-
mantioned farmdn of ths emperor addressed to the Diwiin of Gujarat. The one termed in our re-
cord as kadihui'i ocours under ths name nikdkdna in the same order.® But I have not so far been
sbls to tracs the tax on batrothal, if the reading nisbat as suggested above, is found to be correct.

It may be of interest to attempt to find out at whose instance the royal order was issued. It
has ban sean above that the text mentions them as mahdjans, bevparis (traders) and zunnirdirs
(Brahmins). While the first two terms, are not, strictly speaking or necessarily, used exclusively
for non-Muslims, they are certainly associated mainly with the Hindu mercantile and business
community, as their usege even to-day would show. Therofore, it stands to reason to infer that
it was the mambars of the Hindu community comprising the traders, the business men and the
Brahmins, who had approached the emperor with their grievance against their being subjected to

2 H. H. Wilson, 4 glossary of Judicial and Rerenue Terma, and of Useful words ocourring in official Documents,
#ie., (London, 1855), p. 454.

3 San also Dr. ‘Irfin Habib, The Agrorian System of Mughal India (New York, 1063), p. 243,

' ﬂh'l'wp op. eil., p. 301.

& Ibid,

& ‘Ali Mubammad Khin, op. oil., p. 337. The terms Didran and dondl-dir? arc still moeo or lesw current
in Gujarat.

* Wilson, op. cil., p. 287,

T Ibid.

# ‘Al Mubammad Kh#n, op. eif. The earliest referonce to marriage.tax in documenis is perhaps that con-
tained in an inseription, dated A. H. 805 (140203 A. D.) from Mangrol  Guiarat (AR/E, 1954-55, No. I, 138).
This opigraph has been published st p. 22, supre.
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tha lavy of illsgal and unauthorised imposts, and the same was promptly redressed by the emperor.
That this was so is also indicated by the inclusion of zakdt in the forbidden revenue ; not enly
it could not ba a forbidden levy in the case of the Muslims, but even the government, at least under
Aurangzeb as we know, took necessary steps to ses that the Muslim population on whom the psy-
ment of zakdt was obligatory and who evaded the same by resorting to various devices, actually
paid the same.! The inscription, therefore, can only be taken to indicate that the agents of the
Jagirdir wore recovering from the Hindus too, zakdt which was a forbidden levy in their case,
being required to pay jizya.®

IT-TIL.—INSCRIPTIONS, DATED A. H. 1106, FROM GAGRAUN

Thase two inseriptions are from Gagraun, a place of great antiquity and historical importance,
in former days, but now a small village, in the Sangod taksil of Kota district.?

Sitnated in 24° 38° N. and 76° 12’ E. at the junction of Ahu and Kali 8ind rivers, about 5 kilo-
matres north-east of JThalawar and 70, to th+ south-east of the district headquarters, the place is
remarkahle for its fort, which was considered to be one of the strongest in Rajasthan. It had
successfully resisted a sisge by X13u'd-Din Ehalji in 1300. In 1423, it was conquaered by Hoghang
Bhiih of Malwa and placed under prince Ghazn! Ehiin, who strengthened the fortifications by throw-
ing up more ramparts and bastions and extending the walls up to the Bind river. During the
tima of Sultin Mahmiid I, who was then busy suppressing internal disturbances, Palhan Singh
Khichi, son of ths old Rija of Gagraun succeeded in re-conquering it, but in 1444, in the time of
Mahmid [T, Gagraun was again captured by Medni Rii, who placed it under the command of
his son Hem Karan. It was captured by Bahidur8hih of Gujarat (1532), and again passed on
to the authority of the Malwa kings. When in 1560, emperor Akbar, on his way to Malwa,
reached nsar tha fort of Gagraun, he gave orders for its reduction, but the officers of the Malwa
Sultin Biz Bahidur, voluntarily surrendared the fort. During Akbar's time, it was one of the
districts (varkir) of ths p-ovince (siba) of Malwa.* In the tims of Aurangzeb, the fort seems to
hava been placed in the charge of Shaikh Firliz,* when Nawawib Iridat Khin was the governor
of the province. It remained under the Mughal authority till the beginning of the eighteenth-
contury, when Mahi Rio Biim Singh of Kota obtained it by grant from the Mughal emperor
Farrukh Siyar.*

Oatsida the fort, ot soma distance,is sitnated the Dargih of the saint Hadrat Hamidu'd-Din
popularly called Mittha Shih. In its eaclosure, there is a small mosque, on the southern wall of
which isfixed the tablet, measuring 22 by 65 em., which is inseribed ‘with eighteen lines of writing
in Parsian. The epigraph assigns the construction of a Jimi' mosque to Iridat Ehin, son of
Nawwib Iridat Khin, and grandson of Nawwib A'zam Ehin and registers the grant in cash sanc-
tioned by him from the total ravenue {mil-:pa-sdyir) of Gagraun for the maintenance of the mosque,
It further givestha daily rate of expenditure, vis. five Buhlilis, of which thres Baklills were
maant for the Imim (loadsr-of-prayers), one for the Mu'adhdhin (caller-to-prayers), who would
also ba respansible for the daily cleaning of the mosque, and half each towards the expenses on
water and illumiaation. It alsy axprasses the bslief that whosver from the officials appointed

1 For example, see the formin in *Ali Mubammad Ehfn, op. eif., pp. 286-88,

iThcl._hnuﬁn paragraphs and part of the one preceding them are by the Editor.

* For an account of its antiquity , see Trperial Gazetleer (IG), vol. X1I (Oxford, 1008), pp. 121-23 ; Gahlot,
op. eit., pp. 2031,

& Abu'l-Fagl, op. cit,, pp. 466-A7.

* ARIE, 1965-80, Xo, D, 323,

* Ia, vol. X 11, p. 122 ; Gahlot, ap, eit., p. 30,
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to (Gagraun (among others), pays obeisance toShih Mittha will get his desires fulfilled. This also
shows that the Jimi' mosque of the inseription is the same mosque on which the inscription
OCCurs.

The rezord namas Shaikh Firfiz as the person incharge of the fort, who supervised the work
. on behalf of his master, as stated in the text. Nothing is known about him from the available
historical records. Our inscription is the only source to supply the information that he was
placad in charge of the fort as his deputy by Iridat Khin.

Shih Mitths who finds mention in tha record, was a wellknown saint of his time.! Heis re-
ported tohave died in the year A. H. 1003 (1594-95 4. D.).*

As regards Iridat Khin, he is none other than Mir Mubdraku'lldh, entitled Iridat Khin, the
sacond son of Ishig Ehin, entitled Iridat Ehin, and grandson of Mir Muhammad Bigir entitled
Nawwab A'zam Khin, a nobleman under Jahingir and S8hih Jahin. Iridat Khin of our inserip-
tion is also celebrated as a poet who wrote verses in Persian under the nom-de-plume Widih and,
has to his eradit, a collection of poems and & number of books. Under Aurangzeb, he was firat
the giabadir of Chikoa near Poona and thereafter of Mandasor and Malwa. He died in A. H. 1128

(1716 A. D.).2

Thestyle of writing is Nasta'lig of no particular merit. The text reads asfollows:—
TEXT

Plate XV (b)

Gmh o 9 haKs gl gy A3 (y)
(o= Ay Oy led 3] 51 -FJJ akid (T]
Al pkel ol ol [O]Eal) (r)
(L P | N Y 1"_‘1“!" T I
ru Gha! Ol jI a5 0..'-" & a3l (o)
Nalpd  cadi g o S Wy (w)
L2 5 dey dialgs Shm oepjde 3,5 ()
AS 02,5 5 Jale g Avg dmes Sadd (a)
5 wale Ogen 3 O304 3 il au pll €y)
: i The saint scems to have been known as Miyin Mittha Bodla as stated by his contemporary, the seven-
toenth-contury historlan of Gujarat, Sikandar, In the prited edition of his work, however, Eikandar, Mir'al-
Sih.d:ri{mmd-..Iml}.p.m.mwmhﬁmn‘mmhﬂnnodh.'
* (Jhulim Sarwar, Khasinatu'l-Aafiyd, vol. I (Kanpur, 1902), p. 446, If this date is correct, the noble edifics
(i.e. the tomb of Shih Mittha) stated to have been construeted in A. H. 901, according o an inscription fized into
the wall op the right side of the entrance of the Dargih, by Miyin *Isf, during the governorship of Suliin Rithar,
must bave been built during the life-time of the saint,

# Shih Nawie Kbin, Ma'dghiru'l-Umard, vol. I (Calcutts, 1888), p. 204. Almost sll the biographical
works of the poots of this period devole a potice to him.
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Elow J9 5 ol o T 5 dsb &5 ().)
333 A 0958 nls db Sl Jibe o8 (14)
305 35ly dmes 33 A5 W a5 Ay (yy)
Spee cuile a5 i gles Gl Iy =l ) ()
s sl & e s (o)
3 & oGl OlEa pAS G S (4e)
15 alails OB Sk LS ()4)
pldal abe AT &l b a8 At (1)
PRl 3 sl Gladed s gl 3y (1A)

TRANSLATION

(1) In the year 1106, one thousand and one hundred and six, of Migration (A. H. 1106=1694-
95 A. D)),

(2) aservant of theroyal court, Irddat Khin, son of Nawwib

(3) Iridat Ehin, son of Nawwiib A'zim Khin,

(%) constructed this Jimi* mosque for the sake of Allih.

(5) Whoever from among the officials, with all sincerity,

(6} will render service to His Holiness Hadrat Shab Mitthe,

(7) will soon attain the fulfilment of his dasires. And by way of

(8) renderiug service to the mosque, five Buhlilis, par diem, have been set apart——

(9) thres Bahliilis for the Imim (leadsr-of- prayers) and for the Mu'adhdhin (caller-to-
prayers) who will also do the sweeping,

(10) one Buhlili, and for water, half Buhliliand for oil for lamp,

(11) half Buhlili——from the land-revenus and other revenus accounts of Gigraun ; this
amount should be made available daily.

(12) And whososver from (Allih's) creatures comes in the mosque,

(13-14) for the sake of Allih, may not forget this humble servant in his prayer for good,
(namsly) that may the end be happy ;

(15) One of the humblast davoteas of this court and
(16) the least among the house-born slaves of the afore-mentioned Ehin Sahib,

(17) viz. Bhaixh Firiz, the deputy incharge of the fort (na'ib-i-gal'a), who wasthe supervisor
[f'ﬂt this Iﬂ&n}r

(18) is hopeful of good prayers (for him). And thers he peace !
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The importance of the abova record is obvious. Apart from the helpful information for the
local history of Gagraun, which it gives, the opigraph supplies information about the pay-structure
of & oortain olass——the leader-of-prayars and the caller-to-prayers (with the additional duty of
clsaning the mosqus) of a village mosque. According to the fixture by the Ehan, thelocal revenus
acoount was to disburse threa Buhlills a day to the former and one Bublilli a day to the latter.
This may also sarve as an indication, however indirectly, to the economic condition of that time.
Another point that may interest students of numismatics is that the currency at this— almost
later Mughal —period was Buhlill, a coin that was set in circulation by the Lodi king Buhlil

Shih. [talsoshows that in different parts of the country, the coins of earlier denominations were
legally current in succeeding centuries. In this connection, it is to be remembered that according
to Abu’'l-Fad. and others, the copper Dim (and subsequent Fuliis) were also called Buhlili, bus
some of the modern numismatics like Mr. Naville are inolined to doubt the veracity of his
statemant. Unfortunately, no definite information about the exact value of this coin is available,
but Naville holds it reasonabls to apply the term to the 80-rafi billion coin of Buhlil! In any
oase, the spigraph supplies important inf ormation.?

The second inscription from Gagraun and the third and the last inscription of the group is aleo
from the Dargih of Mittha Shabh. Itisengraved ona slab, measuring 24 by 55 cm., which is fixed
in the tympanum under the arch of the main gate.?

The text which consists of seven lines of writing in Persian, is executed in Nasta'lig eharacters
of an ordinary type. It refers to an endowmaent of the land-revenue (maleil) of the village Cha-
ukiy, which was ordered to bemade by Iridat Khan, for the expenses of the annual celehrations
(‘wrs) at the Dargah. It enjoinsupon the future officials not to interfere withit.

The text has been read as under :—

TEXT

Plate XIV (b)

W dsas Osr (1)
Wy K o (v)
S Gl 85 ()
e e w5 (o)
33,5 350y Wmisyd a5 ()
A a8 el (4)
ol gihie el a3l ale (L)

s For dutals, see H, . Neville, The Coine and Merology of the Seltans of Delki (Delhi, 1036), pp 257-50.
* This pars is by the Editor.
s ARTE, 1¢85-68, No. D, 324.
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TRANSLATION

(1) Asthe land-revenue of the village Chaukiya,

(2) (for) the annual celebrations(‘urs) of the Dargih, the humble sarvant,
(3) of the sourt, Iridat Khin hasenduwed,

(4) every creaturs of God,

(5) who comes to this place (as an official),

(6) should not interfere (with it), as

(7) (the maintenance of the grant) carries great reward with Allih.

There is no date in the above record, but it is evident that it was set up somotima during his
tenurs of governorship by Irddat Khin of the pravious inseription, which, as we have seen above,
bears the date A. H. 1106 (1694-95 A D). Ttisnotknowniftha Dargih still enjoys the grant of
the village as mentioned in the present record. Likewise, it has not been possible tolocate the
Vvillage Chaukiy& on the present maps. Theraars quite a few villages bearing the names Chauki
aad Chaukia, but they are situated too far off from Gagraun to be the intended village, since
it stands to reason to hold that this Chaukiva was situated in the vicinity of Gagraun where

the Dargih for which its revenus was endowed is situated,




THE DAKANI INSCRIPTION ON THE AMIN DARGAH AT BIJAPUR
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Departmeyt of Urdu, Osmania University, Hyderabad

Hadrat Aminu'd-Din A'l4, also known as Aminu'd-Din ‘All Sher-i-Khudi (lion of God), is a
celebrated spiritual personality of the seventeenth century, who came from an equally renowned
family of spiritual guides and saints, and is renowned alike, like his father Shah Burhinu'd-Din
Jinam and grandfather Hadrat Mirinji Shamsu'l-‘Ushshiq, for his piety and saintliness as also
for his services to the Dakani-Urdi literature. It is, therefore, rather surprising that no information
should be available about the exact date of his birth, which can fortunately be fixed with con-
siderable amount of certainty from available literary evidence.

It is related that Hadrat Mirinji Shamsu'l-Ushshiq came to Shahpur, and became a disciple
of Hadrat 8hah Kamilu'd-Din Mujarrad (lit. celibate) Bayibani, who, it is reported, advised him
to settle down and to lead a marriad life.  Accordingly, Shih Mirinji got married in a respectable
family of Bhingar in Ahmadragar District. He had at least two sons, namely Burhinu'd-Din
Jinam and Ehwija ‘Atdu’llih,of whom the latter died young and was buried on the same hillock®
at Bhahpur, where now the Mausoleum of Aminu'd-Din A'l& stands.

There are quite a few works which contain details of the members of this illustrions family,
One of these is Tadhkira-i-Ghanthiya, in Persian verse, which describes the teachings of the saint's
grandson ‘All Pir and contains praises of the saint, and his father and grandfather. Hadrat
8hiah Burhfinu'd-Din is therein described as the pillar of the religious ccde (ghar') of the Prophet, the
spiritual successor of Shih Mirdn, lord of man and genii, master of generosity, ascetic, pions and
steadfast, solver of difficulties, guide and shower of path to God's creatures at large, the upholder
of the dignity of Fagr of the Prophet,® ete. The same work describes Aminu'd-Din A'li, whose
name it gives as Aminu'd-Din ‘Ali, as the occupier of the sajjdda (lit. carpet) of his father, the
eustodian of the divine secret, the guide in both the worlds, the one popular with God, who did not
remain a single moment without His meditation. The same work records ‘Hhatm-i-wali’ (i.c. the
last of the saints) as the chronogram for his death, which yields A.H. 1086 (1675-76 A.D.).?

According to Mu'azzam, a disciple of Shih Aminu'd-Din and a pupil of Qidir Lingi-Kotil,
who is the anthor of a porm entitled Shajaratu'l-Atgiyd, Burhinu'd-Din Jinam completed his
education at the age of fifteen, became a disciple of his father and set out on tour—a sort of
academic exercise then considersd nezessary for proper training of mind and soul—lusting for about
three years. It was after his return that his father died, but only after the latter had made him
his successor, and imparted him tsue knowledge of God.*

This would indicate that at the time of his father’s death, Jinam was eighteen to twenty years
old. In the elegy in Dakani-Urdii composed by him on the death of his father, depicting his over-
whelming grief at this loss and the genuine love in which he held bis saintly father—which ranks

1 This ares is epclosed by four walls, and it is said that any membor of the family who dies young snd un.
married, is buried there,
% Reforence to the Tradition, ‘I take pride in Fagr’,
* Tadhkira.i.Ghaushiya (Ms, in the Library of Amin Dargih),
4 Mu'sgzam, Shajoraiu'l Algiyvd (Ms, in the Bilir Jang Library, No. 230 of Bostion Tasawwoy wa Akhliq).
{8)
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as a fine specimen of poetry too—8hih Janam h-s given the date, month and year of his father’s
demise. When I had referred to this elegy in my introduction to the Kalimatu'l-Huagd'ig, a work on
Bufism in Dakani-Urdil prose by Shih Jinam himself, I had to rely on the manuseript of the elegy
then available to me, and had doubtfully read the year of the death s2 i Jfl Al a9 e 9

and the age of Hadrat Mirfinji O s C.”"I

But, later on, T could lay my hands on two other copies of the same elegy, and have been able,
on comparing the readings of all three, to finaliss the readings of the concerned words. These
are respectively s o Arlc Al 33 5 & and O ¢ts). This means that these words
respectively stand for ‘902 with 2 more', and 94. In other words, Shih Mirinji had expired in
AH. 904 (1499 A.D.), at the age of 94.

This should now settle the issue once for all. In other words, Mirinji died at the age of 84,
on the night of Wednesday-Thursday on the 25th Shawwal 904 (5th June 1499). This would
mean that the saint was born in A.H. 810 (1407-08 A.D.), and since Jinam was then somewhere
between 18 and 20 years, his year of birth can also be worked out to AH. 884 to 886 (1479-81 A.D,),

Jinam is also the author of & long poen named I'rshid Nima composed in A.H. 990 (1582 A.D.),
which is the year assigned by the late Maulavi Dr. ‘Abdu’l-Haq.* And since the Kalimatu'l-
Haqd'ig quotes certain lines from the Irshdd Niima, it must have been written some time after
A.H. 990, though it is difficult to ascertain the interval between their dates of composition. In
any case, the date assigned by Dr. ‘Abdu’l-Haq, is earlier by a few years, and Jinam appears to have
died much later. For, one of the diaries found in the library of Gachchi-Mahal at Bijapur, in
which the dates of the death of several important persons and events are transeribed, contains the
chronogrammatic phrase pile OWiZs Ol 5356 for his death which on calculation vields the
year A.H, 1006 (1597 A.D.).

If this be the year of the death of Jinam, as appears to be the case, it should also provide
the date of the birth of the saint Aminu’d-Din himself, who was born within a few days of the death
of his father, as has been statsd in details by Mu'azzam.® Of course, this would mean that

Jinam must have been of a rips age of more than 120 or 192 years, at the time of the birth of
his son.

Aminu'd-Din A'la, according to the will of his father, was brought up by Shaikh Mahmid
Ehiish-Dahéin, Sayyid Diwal and 8ayyid Khudiwand Bhih, who were among the prominent
disciples of Jinam.* He rose to be a great saint, and author of a number of works on Sufism
and like spiritual matters, Numerous mirncles have been attributed to him in almost all the
concerned Bufi hagiologies dealing with Indian saints and works dealing with the history of Decean,
which unfortunately do not give much details of his life as such.

The saint was always in disfavour with the theologians and religious leaders of his time. This
was due to two reasons : Firstly, we are told by Mu‘azzam that the custom of prostration out of
reverence (sijda-i-fa'simi) which was being made to Jinam was continued by Aminu'd-Din A'%

1 For the details sbout this elegy, ste,, plesss see Burhiinu'd.Din Jigam, Kalimatu'l. agd'ig, ed. Professor
M. Akbsrud.Din Siddiqgi (Hydorabad, 1961), P- 5. The complete elogy han sines been published in the monthly
Urdt magazine Sgbras, Hyderabad, April 1968 issue,

* Lettor to Sakhiwat Mirek, in Urdi.i.Mupaf2, being a collection of letters of Maulay] *Abdu'L. Haq, (Labory,
1961).

* Mu'aggam, op. «il,
* Bayyid Diwal, Kagh fu'ls Wofdd, od. M. Akbarud.Din Siddiqi (Hyderabad, 1085),
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also. Becondly, the saint could never follow the Shari‘at (Religious Code), as he was almost in &
meditative trance all the while. It is also related that once one of the religious leaders, Bayyid
Muhammad Bukhiri, lodged a complaint against him before the Bijapur king Sikandar ‘Adil
Bhah, and A'li was compelled to say prayers.*

A’li belonged to the Chishti order of the Sufis,’ and used to impart instruction in spiritual
matters and religios rites. Some great saints and religious leaders as well as scholars and poets
were born in his family.

It may be noted here that the Chishtiya order owes its currency in the Deccan to Mirinj
Shamsu’l-Ughshiiq. One of his disciples, besides his son, Jinam, was Fasthu'd-Din Baba Sajanjal?
who is mentioned in several books of the period as & poet of renown. Among the disciples of
Jinam were Sayyid Dawal, Haji Mubammad Ishiq Madrisi, Khudiwand Shih, Shaikh Khin
Miyin, Shaikh Mahmid Khugh-Dabin, Ran Singir Khin and Mahmid Bahri's father Qags
Babro'd-Din Qidi-i-Daryi, who were also men of letters. Likewise, among the dizciples of
Aminu'd-Din A'la, besides his son Hadrat Baba Shah and grandson, 'Ali Pir, there were such
illustrious men as Shah ‘Abdu’l-Qidir well known as Qadir Lingd-Kotil, Bayyid S8hih Mubsmmad
Qédirf Nur-i-Daryi, Ma'siim, 8hih Man-‘araf, 8hih Mirin Husaini Mirinji Khudi-Numa (buried
in the Kamarakhi-Gumbad at Karwin-i-8ahil in Hyderabad), Mirin Sayyid Hasan Khudiwand
Ehudi-Numi (buried at Chincholi in Gulbarga District), Shih Mubsammadi and Mu'azzam
Bijapiiri.

Aminu'd-Din A'li died or, the 24th Ramadan in A.H, 1085 and not in A.H. 1086 as stated
by Maulayi ‘Abdu’l-Haq.* He was buried temporarily near the site of his present tomb, and subse-

quently shifted there on its completion. The tomb, s building of no mean pretentions, was

constructed by one of the saint’s disciples Afdal Khin Batani. The latter is stated to have built
& house, the ruina of which may still be seen, about half a kilometre away from the Khingih on

the hillock, during the saint’s life-time. It is said that by some skill of building art, any sound,
such as even clapping of hands, made on the platform of the Khingih, could be heard in Afdal
Khin's house. This is stated to have been done to ensure that whenever the saint wanted to see

him, a clap of hands would bring Afdal Ehin to the Khingah.

There are several works to the credit of Aminn'd-Din A'ld, in verse as well as in prose. These
are: (1) A panegyric in praise of his father (2) Mubib Nama (3) Ramzu's-Sélikin (4) }i'i.r&h-i..
Wujiidiyya (5) Risila-i-Qu-biyya (6) Nariza (7) Irghdd Nama (in prose). Besides these, there
are several lyrics and poems written in Rekhta (having half of the couplet in Persian and the other
half in Dakani).

The inscription under study occurs on the Mausoleum, which is locally called Amin-Dargih.
Situated on elevated land, in the midst of a large enclosure containing the Khingih and other

buildings, which is entered through a gate, the white-washed tomb, glittering in the sun as if of
white marble, is a prominent feature in the landscape, and attracts the attention of wayfarers

1 This is mentioned in almost every hagiological work of the time,

e In:ﬂuhlhr. a poot Sidiq belonging to the Qidiri order, wrote a long satire against A'ls, n co r of which
is preserved in the above mentioned Gachehl Maha! Library.

3 For the insariplim recording the date of his death and construction of his tomb and & mosque at Shahpur
which is now in the State Museum, Hyderabad, see Epigraphia Indica, Aralic and Persian Supplemant, 1050 and

1960, p. 20.
& Urdu, Aurangabad, January (1028), M. ‘Abdu’l-Haq, Qudim Urdd (Karachi, 1961), pp. 45-55.



82 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

from a great distance. The Dargdh building is likewise a fine specimen of ‘Adil Shahi architecture,
and is among the very few buildings of Bijapur which are octagonal aad not square.!

The inscription is engraved in relief on the wide stone-frame, enclosing the whole of the
southern face of the building, within which is contained a large recessed arch, pierced by a square
oraam:sntal door. [t starts from the bottom on the right vertical side, runs on from right to

13ft on the horizontal, that is top side, and continues from top of the left vertical side, to end at
its bottom.

This is parhaps the larzest single inscription to be found on a Muslim tomb in India, and
indeed, even on other buildings, too, very few inscriptions of this magnitude and impressive
execution will be found. The writing o~capies a total space of about 21.47 m. by 60 cm. being
4.30 m. by 60 em. ou cach vertical side and 2.87 m. by 60 em. on the top, between them. On
account of its execution, the epigraph can easily rank among the finest specimens of calligraphie
art on stone in India. The writiug is remarkable for its bold TAulth letters with Tughrd flourishes,
and the disposition of the text is also remarkable, aiming as it does at symmetrical distribution
with an eye on Jiversity to avoid monotony. Each of the side represents the facade of a domed
building with the central and side domes crowned with erescent-topped pinnacles, rising out of
the bands of conventional petals, at the corners of a line of recessed parapet topped with merlons,
and the base formsd by the motif of the rai-c1 elephant-trunk (s prominent feature of the ‘Adil
Shihi buildings). The whole of the facade above the said base-motif, including the domes and
parapets, is taken up by writing. The space below the parapet is cut into a number of panels
comprising three sets of three vertical or longitudinal panels, containing a set of two plain arches,
separated from each other by three lorizomal or lattitudinal panels containing a set of two foiled
arches, and from the parapet and the base by two. Each of these vertical parels and one of the
set of the two or three panels, contain one hemistich of DakanI-Urdil verse except in the bottom-
most panel, while each of the remaining horizontal panels is cut up into three squares, each
-mulnamg acirdle, containing dnvocations to t}m saint and his predl*ceaﬁms by their epithets. The
totul numher of the hemistiches of Dakani in oach sido thus comes to twelve, the bottom-most
containing a Persian couplet.

The top side is cut into three rectangular sections, the central section being made prominent
by & lattitudinal lozenge of two foiled-azch pattern inscribed with the First Creed in still bolder
lettars, and the four spandrel-corners carved with floral design of fine workmanship, each with
one insocribed medallion inside ; the four medallions contain a Tradition of the Prophet. Each
of the side sections is cut up into two vertical pavels flanking a set of three horizontal ones, Each
ove of former is again cut up into three squares, sach enclosing a medallion, inscribed with the
names of the twelve Imims, while the six horizontal panels contain six hemistiches in Dakani-
Urdil verse.

The tekt thus comprises a Dakani poem of thirty hemistiches or fifteen couplets and one
Persian verse, the latter being inscribed in both the bottom-most panels of the sides, and a number
of medallions, parapet-arches, ete., containing invoeations to the twelve Imims, the saint and his
predecessors, religious texts, ete,

The ingenuity of the calligraphist has found expression, apart from the beautiful seript, in the
disposal of letters and their shafts. Every lozenge-shaped panel has been divided so to say into
two parts by the prolongation of the horizontal part of a letter after straightening it, with the
text inseribed above and below. This has been done, though without observing any continuity

1 An.;:lhuf tomb of this design is one of the pair ealled Jogd-G umbad, but the Amin-Dargih, though of smaller
limensions, is 8 more well-balanoed building.
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or arrangement of words or their letters, but at the same time, with artistic skill. Then, the
elongated shafts of letters like alif, lim and kdf, have been generally arranged at equal distance,
irrespective of their number, two, three or five. No fixed arrangement has been followed for the
curves of letters—they are for example, in the case of nin either executed in their usual curved
fashion of the Thulth style or at times in the Rigd’ style making it difficult to differentiate it from
the letter rd. Likewise, the diacritical and vowel marks are not invariably given. The seribe
has also filled up blank places, wherever necessary, as usual, by writing under the lotters their
minigture forms, adding to the beauty of the inscription.

As the students of epigraphy will be aware, it is comparativaly easier to decipher the inscrip-
tions in Arabic and Persian than to unravel the one in a language like Dakani-Urdii, particularly
when there is no continuity of the matter, and the composition or lettering of the worls and
their usual sequence, as explained above, is totally ignored. The writing has been slightly affected
by the weathering of the stone in one or two lines but that presents no difficulty as compared
to the above-mentioned arrangement. It is perhaps on account of this that though one or two
early scholars have had occasion to see the epigraph, they had either ignored it' or dismissed i% by
saying that it contains only the Quranic text.? However, Maulavi ‘Abdu'l-Haq of reversd
memory had published readings of five couplets or ten hemistiches (from which my reading differs
in a few places)?, having found them in some manuscript, but he was not aware of these hemistiches
also being a part of the epigraph, nor had he any knowledge of the inscription under study.

At the end, that is, in the bottom-most panel of the left side, the scribe has signed his name
8s Husain with the date A.H. 1088 (1677-78 A.D.). The epigraph thus furnishes the name of a
skilled calligrapher of the *Adil Shahi period. Also, it supplies suthentic information about the
time of the construction of the tomb which mast have been completed immediately before or latest

by that year.

It may be noted that the poet ealls his poem, in the text, a ghazal and has also
stated the pumber of its couplets, viz, fifteen. TUnfortunately, it is diffionlt to determine the
author of these verses. The late Maulavi Sihib was inclined to attribute their authorship to the
saint himsslf, whose name occurs as a radif throughout the poem.' But after a study of the
whole poem, which it has been now possible to decipher completely and, I presume, correctly too,
I feel that it was composed by a disciple of the saint. Unfortunately, his name is not known,
and the ghazal too does not offer any clue in this regard, in the form of the nom-de-plume, usually
quoted in the last verse,

This is, incidentally, the second oldest inscription on stone composed in old Urdd, the first
being the inscription dated A.H. 961, from Ahmadabad.®*

I now quote below the reading of the epigraph. With a view to enable the scholars to follow
the deciphered text in this intricately designed inscription, I have chosen to keep the arrangement
as on the stone, and give the ghazal in its proper form separately.

1 Dr, M. Nigim who odited a large number of inscriptions of Rijapur including the ore sct up at the gae of
the enclosure of the Amin.Darghh in his Bijapur Inscriptions (Momoir of the Archaeological SBurvey of India, No.
49, New Delhi, 1638), p. 81, has not included this epigraph in %ﬂl book, nor has healluded to is. Prof B. D, 'i",um'
of Poons had also seen this epigraph and, as Dr. Z. A, Desai informas, given its roading in his doctorate-thesis n
*Adil Shahi Epigraphy. N 3

* For exanple, Baghiro’d-Din Abmad, Wagi'at.i-Momlakat.i. Bijapér, part 11 (Agrs, 1018), p. 100,

3 ML ‘Abdu'l-Haq, op., cit., p. 5%

4 Jbid.

s Tt was also first ht to light by Maulavi ‘Abdu'l-Hag in the Journal O'rdi, (April 1938}, and was i
E.nu, blished by Dr. G. Yazdani in Epigraphia Indo-] oslemica, 1935.38, pp. 61, pl. XXXIV a. TAH':I::,

. ML Ech'h;tl gave its revised readiog in his Muslim Monuments of Ahmadabe « (Ponna, 1942), p. 81, pl.
XXXVI e,
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TEXT
Plates XVI-XVIII
A. Right side (Plate XV Ia).
(a) Bottom-most horizontal panel :
3 ywia 35 Ny 230 5> L gee Bl Sul
(b) Horizontal panels, above a,
(1) Bide circles : s sl b
(2) Middle circle : |35 ==l= L
{¢) Three vertical panels :
ool el S de ey e e g m dd (0
gl pamle O 548 Ola s e T T 2 52 (1)
A e i 09 Oie § OWS (r)
(d) Horizontal panel, above ¢,
(1) Bide cireles:  <lal,¥ sl U
(2) Middle circle : s caal b
(¢) Above d,
ol 5 06N Olie J olase gy
() Above e,
(1) Right circle : Sl et
(2) Middle circle : 2Ly Gadas U
(3) Left circle : waligadl ol b
{g) Three vertical panels, above f:
gtk ol e Jls T 09 55 sk 2 s ()
ol 097 T il &2 3m m gl G 50is U5 (1)
apd b G5 Sk gn 5l s Jae (r)
(A) Horizontal panel above g,
(1) Side circles: 13y cala U
(2) Middle circle:  3da sl b
(i) Above h:
ol s UG53 Ol 16 e 3= 15y s



Prate XVI

INBCRIPTION ON THE AMIN-DARGIH, BIJAPUR
(PLAaTES XVI-XVII)

(b—pp. 84-5)
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THE DAKANI INSCRIPTION ON THE AMIN DARGAH AT BLIAPUR 86
(j) Above s (Plate XVIb),
(1) Right circle : gt (32l U
(2) Middle cirela :  3da gl L
(3) Left circls 3 g Al b
(k) Vertical panels, above j :
OspS” 5 W5 Qpm &5 40 5 05 Jutd Ssd oA (y)
e W us ol b O a5 el (r)
OLUl U5 Slg 0 23l s Ope Jws g~ (r)

() Horizontal pansl above k,
(1) Right circle: &y 39 U

(2) Middle cirele : s cpel U
(3) Left circle ; &y by

{m) Above [:
ol oF el $Kasp & a5 a5l g8 oS
(n) Three parapet-arches above m, from right to left :
SU &) - Jde des &l - JE B
{0) Two small domes, each .
al b
{p) Big dome :
al b2

B. Top side.
i. Right Section (Plate XV Ila).
(a) Right vortical panel,

(1) Top cirele:  ai,li de sl
(2) Middle circle :  FW! dase ol
(3) Bottom circle : &) 4est pli]
(5) Horizontal panels to the left of o :

Bl e Sl 2ol e pial e Jes (y)

ol @KU oy 405l Ol A s Wy (y)

O g Sl oe 201 gase K (r)

() To left of &,
(1) Top cirele :  le —timdd] fea sl
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(2) Middle circle: Goball inn oL
(3) Bottom circle : Sl Je el

ii. Middle Section (Plate XVIIb).
(a) Centre : 4il2 ot Gl Jyuy dese &) Y| ) Y

(b) Corners,
(1) Top right : i) Ty 9 @l gy U
(2) Top left: olo 3 dime 3 &l 5 ade Gl Lo
(3) Bottom right : Wl slaad] JI (gl Wi
(4) Bottom left : el Ogifa e Jsl

iii. Left Section (Plate XV IIc) :
. (a) Right vertical panel,

(1) Top circle : 4,5 Ligtl i plal
(2) Middle circle : 4] Ry ¢l
(3) Bottom circle : & ;Kaall s pll
(b) Horizontal panels to the left of a:
ol P el Gl e 2 LE sl (y)
T e 4 JKS I Ol & ol (y)
ol 6,5 080 b b5l 5 Gl ()
(¢) To left of B,
(1) Topcirele: bl op 5 el
(2) Middle circle:  Ls )| = s+ pli)
(3) Bottom cirels ; & dgad| des pll

C. Teft Side (Plate XV11Ia) :

{n) Big dome :
Asin p of A above,

(b) Two smnall domes :
As in o of A above,

(¢) Three parapet-arches, below b, right to left :
2Y al - de deg B .l &)
(d) Below e : |
S4 ol A A1 135 e ey 3y by



Prate XVII

Tnscription on the Amin-Dargih, Bijapur-—contd,

(a—pp. 85-6)

- 3 h A\ £
. ! Ao N AT L et o [ I
£ T e i sl . 78 LAY
NN P Y
i {h_,-'l'u. B6Y

At B ..’* e . ..' e e T
RN S AL PN SN AT S
: f'_" [T V= v : il ¥ r
] . I HEE |

i i u b g
< 2 [/ L -‘;.‘ i o L ML
1,& ) -lrlhk "" E -_'V -,.\"tl* . ‘l‘ih sl F. - b
A L ISR NI S RN (2
=Y S e o e L Eo B i

R

5 &

.-..

{.«:—p_ B6) ;

= _-‘.‘a‘:"' s o :_ - g 1__ e oo, . |
PN AN ey
NG A1 S




e

i
.
-




THE DAEANI INSCRIPTION ON THE AMIN DARGAH AT BIJAPUR
(e) Below d,
(1) Right cirele:  &lys o U
(2) Middle circle : 3da sl U
(3) Left circle: 258 o & 53
(f) Vertical panels below e:
ol gy o8l e o & el G g Ol (h)
J 585 Y5 Ul 0Kl Js e aals (r)
gl Qe gn J Sl ogf 2 plas 2 u (v)
(g) Below £,
(1) Right cirele:  jl o o3 U
(2) Middle circle : 344 ol by
(3) Left circle:  jly3 35 b
(h) Below g :
Jadisas Ol W g Om yad s Ol
(i) Below h (Plate XVIIIb),
(1) Right cirole : pislal] Slé L
(2) Middle cirele: 4 ol U
(3) Left circle:  opdmgadl ZU L
(j) Three vertical panels below i :
ol 9n gl ey ol 53 o8 4 W e LG (4)
J;.-.s".r..g,.....t.ﬁ';a S Olps o Oy (r)
ool WS Ol K 0 O B F OUF (r)
(k) Below j,
(1) Right circle: olgadl LW L
(2) Middle circle: 2 Uy Gadas U
(3) Leftcircle:  GLl) gat
(1) Below £,
B 5Uss g el lew dos oA b

{m) Below [,
(1) Right circle : iy 2% 4

87



88 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT
(3) Middle circle:  34s el y
(3) Left circle :  ,is5 gl U
(m) Vertical panels below m :
ol L ¥ Al g @ T SOUT ()
o di sl W e e ml J ol (r)
ol Ugs e qeie U8 SIS pasde (v)
(o) Below n,
(1) Side circles:  3as ul g
(2) Middle circle : 13y cala U
(p) Below o,
Spais 338 W 333 3a e jbites ol sly

1-:\&4.‘;'.-“"":3*

TRANSLATION

A.
(a) He laid the foundation of (i.e. initiated) the game of love. The aim was nothing else

but pain.

(b) (1) O Amin ! Help !
(2) O fulfiller of needs |

(d)* (1) O performer of miracles !
(2) O Amin ! Help !

(f) (1) O Bhamsu'l-Ushshiq (lit. sun among the lovers) | *
(2) O divine beloved !
(3) O sun of (and?) the moon |

(A) (1) O fulfiller of needs !
(2) O Amin! Help!

() (1) O *Ashiq-i Shahbz (lit. lover-falcon) | 3
{(2) O Amin ! Help |
(3) O Baland-parwiz (lit. high-soaring) | ¢

(1) (1) O light of My light !
(2) G Amin ! Help !

- (3) O secret of My secret |

! Tt is proposed to give the translation of the couplets of the ghzal at the end along with the text in |
; e ; . : ta
miﬁ?n since giving translation of homistiches in tho ordsr given nbove, would have been eun:l'u.n'nn; for
1 The epithet of Shih Amfnu'd-THn's grandfather.
¥ This was ths epithet of ths aslebrated Dacoan saint (hywil, = i Al
825) of Gulbargs snd also of Aminn "l:i-Dln himself. saint Hadrat Khwijs Binds-nawis Gaind.-dariz (4. AH.
¥ This was also ths epithet of the Galbargs safat a3 wall as of Aminn'd.-THo.
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THE DAKANT INSCRIPTION ON THE AMIN DARGAH AT BIJAPUR 89

(n) Allih sufficeth | Allih, Mubammad, ‘Alf | Allih is the Healer !
(o) O Allsh !
(p) Verily, Iam Allah!*

B. ()
(a) (1) Tm&m ‘All al-Murtads.
(2) Tmim Mubammad al-Baqir.
(3) Imim Muhammad a't-Taql.
(¢) (1) Im&m Hasan al-Mujtabd, the patient.
(2) Imim Ja'far a’g-Sidiq.
(3) Imim ‘All a’n-Naq].
(i)
(a) There is no god but Allih, Mubammad is the Prophet of Alldh. Lofty be His Glory !
(b) (1) The Prophet of Allih,............ has said,
(2) may Allih’s blessings and salutations be upon him, his progeny and his companions,
(3) “When Ee cansed (me) to walk during the night towards the sky of the earth,
(4) He guided me to the utmost Emperean’.

(iid)
(a) (1) Imim Husain a'gh-8hahid (at) Karbald.

(2) Imam Miisd al-Eazim.
(3) Imim Hasan al-‘Askari.
(¢) (1) Imim Zainu’l-‘Abidin.
(2) Imam Miisd a'r-Ridi.
(3) Imim Muhammad al-MahdI.

(. (a) & (b) : As in p, o respectively of A above.
(c) Allik is my Forgiver | Allih, Mubammad ‘All. Allih is everlasting !
(¢) (1) I am from the light of Allih!
(2) O Amin | Help !
(3) And everything is from my light !
(g) (1) O Banda-nawiz (lit. cherisher of slaves)!®
(2) O Amin ! Help!
(8) Ya Gaisii-dardz (lit. long-haired one) | *
(4) (1) O asylum of lovers !
(2) O Amin ! Help!
(3) O erown of monotheists |

1 Q-r'u,chptuﬂﬂll.pnﬂnl‘mm.
s Epithets of the Guibargs saint.
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(%) (1) O moon of (and?) the sun !
(2) O divine beloved !
(3) O Bhamsu'l-'Ughshiq (lit. sun among the lovers) |

(m) (1) O path-finding guide !
(2) O Amin | Help!
(8) O sigi (cup-bearer) of Kanthar !

(o) (1) O Amin ! Help !
(2) O fulfiller of needs!

(p) He laid the foundation of (i.e. initiated) the game of love. The &im was nothing else
but pain.
This was written by Husain. A.H. 1088 (1677-78 A.D.).
Before I conclude, I quote here, for easy reference, the whole ghazal as deciphered above and

append its free rendering in English :—

ol el Sds ey 0 ol om o ds ()
ol ol Osp Ok’ g Uk T e 2 oY

S ot e O O § OWS (r)
ool OE R 0SS O el e g

gsb AL e Jle T 0¥ 54 a4 2« ()
ol O T Ml Ada casl Gs ssae U5

aps b Tl Sl Ga 5l gs Jsie (o)
vl aa B G 0T 16 e g Ly (Sl

OSSO 450 5 0T ST 931 (0)
ol WL o5 ol B O aa 5 el

O ﬁ'g’mﬁ.-_iimmcrdud- ()
ol oF mial eSoas A 4y e o85 G8T

1 A gtream jo Paradise,

* ‘Abdu') Haq, op. cil., has 323 o4 2.
b, lns 53 Ola 35

¢ Ibid, has () g

& Jpd, omite this wond.

* Fhid, has GBSaY,

- J—
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Gl e il 23 e plaal m Jes (o)
ol LU oy LU O A L2 4y
OF g S5 Al e & Wl pap Y (A
ol o8 U e Al e 2l gl
gd K & U I OLT 2 ks (4)
ool U5 O slew s oL T
&l el g e s o o’ (3.)
ol Wy ol ew o & pV F o Obp
Jaap as¥s Ll OaeRl Js ae vl (yy)
ol Ose g J MMl o8 LB el o
aadigas O W Baé Ope pad ans Oy ()
Cﬁ';"-!‘ ousl oy il 33 N AnT L@ e B
AT e I K5 2y Olpe ot Oz (yr)
ol WS O S o ol B P oW
£ oy ol el e dnie A8 BX (y4)

ol Ly W Al e o T SsuT
o Ut ol W e e gy JU el (1)
el U e G oga ol 5 paede
TRANSLATION

(1) O Amin ! Ifywwlnthobtlinthlpmiﬂupnulufthﬁﬂamtuf life, you will have to dive
dupintomnmufhuﬂmﬂnﬂﬂuwuiaf;hau.

(2) O Amin! Elﬂymrul:igiompumpmin your mind and break the shell, so that you may
obtain the beautiful pearl. Always keep knowledge of God in mind.

! Ibid, haa 515\%,

» Jhid. hes

o mid. bas lgly ool
& Ibid. mdl“-u.

o Ibid, Tesds €5,
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(3) O Amin! You look besutifully resplendent like light. 'When vou achieve the knowledge
of God, you can present yourself as a suitable gift to God.

(4) 0 AmIn! You are the favourite of God. 'Where else can you gonow !  Being submissive
o His pleasure, sacrifice yourself for him, (as) there can now be no other desire there.

(5) O Amin! How and with what tongue can I speak of the hidden meaning illustrating this
desire 7 None haa the capacity nor is one able to say it.

(6) O Amin! There are different ways of reaching Giod, but we are unable to name them. It
euts our tongue. His most pure and refined figure throws us into wonder every moment.

(7) O Amin! The sea is stormy and raging. Only one who is guided by the spiritual guide
{murghid) can reach God. Otherwise, the path is narrow and dark and there is every possibility
of despair and disappointment in the attempt.

(8) But O Swimmer ! listen to me with the ears of your heart. Do not be afraid of the waves
of carnal desires which are other than God, O Amin !

(9) O Amin ! Then, it will be easy for you, to achieve the goal. There is in fact no difficulty ;
(and) if there is, it is only you. Go, take a dive (in the ocean of love), and cross over to the other
side. Do not hesitate.

(10) These confusing ideas are out of place, and are curtains obstructing your aim. O Amin !
Men of Truth are only those whose hearts are filled with the love (of God).

{11) Be a witness with body and soul, and seek help from your teacher and guide, who is mighty,
wise and brave, to attain God, O Amin |

(12) Through the bounty of Burhin,’ yuu.huvn dived deep to seak Him, and you have found
the pear] befitting you. Now live in trauquility, O Amin !

(1) On the dust of the Dargih of Burhin, son of Mirin, Amin has sacrificed his body, nay,
soul and mind too.

(14) I have received the deed of servitude of that audience-hall. O Amin ! I have renounced
the universe to gain you.

(15) I have completed this ghazal in fift en couplets. O Amin ! Accept this overlooking (its
shortcomings) and do not be fanlt-finder.

i Raferente to the saint's father Shib Burbinu'd-Din Jinam.
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Bulaimin - . . 18,19, 20
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Adonl, in Andhra Pradesh . . . . 42
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w sobriquet of Begam Dildir, wife of
* i . 28, 20, 30, 31, 32
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Abmad Ehiin Koldbi, father of Mirak 58, 59
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Paaz
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54,55, 56, 57,58, 50,60,01,78, T4
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14, 16
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‘Al Righ, “Adil Shihi offieial . : 43, 50
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Bulp‘l.l.t » » » & 49
Al‘Quibl, a wisba . . : . c 3
' Amal, i.e. governorship . 3 - 28,20,61
Ambiyl, Bayyid . . . ‘ . 63
* Amil, i.e. governor . . : f o
Amin, see also Aminu® d-pin A li £8, 89, 91, 92
Amin, & composer . . . 45,48

Amigu'd-Din, A'l, El.d:ut asaint 79,80 (& fo.0),
£1, 88 (fn. 2,3, 4)
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Ma'glm .
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(93)
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Paan

* A ghiq-i-Shahblz, title of Aminn'd-pin A'E

(8.7.) - *a . FNEIRE: . .
Ashraf ol-Husainl, see Bayyid Aghraf At
A'sh-Shamsi, & nisha 3 : - ; 3
A'gh-ShibAbl, & nisha ‘i . : Sl %
Asirgarh, in Madhys Pradesh . . . a1
Askari, 8. H., Professor - . 4,35(%fn.1)

Atags Khn, title of Shamsu'd-pin Mubsmmad 86
* Atig, father of Qabil i 3 T i 86
Aursngzeb, Maghal emperor 21, 41, 51, 54, 89,71,
72 (£n. 2), T4, 76

A'zam Khiin, title of Bektars . 18, 18, 20
A*gam Khiin, Nawwib, title of Mir Muhammad
Bagir, the grandfather of Irbdat Ehin . 74,75

* Agiz Koka, Mirz8, Moghal official - 3 52

B

Bibé Bajanjal, see Bajanjal (s.¥.) . P

Bibs Shih, Hadrat, of Bijspur . . . 81
BAba, alias of Sayyid Mubsmmad (s.v.}) . 14, 15
Bibur, Mughsl emperor . 28, 30 (& £.n. 8), 31, 82

& (f.n.1)
Badr, father of Malik Malikshah E . 31,33
Badr, Malik, governor of Sorath : . 23
Baghels, s Rajputelsn . . - - 61

Bahidur, Salfin, of Gujarat . . . 74
mﬂmu.mnrnﬁj‘ Basiwan . 61,62
Bahin'd-Din known as RAjs, grandson of

Gadi Hamidu'd-Din Nigsurd - : 40
Bakmani, a dynasty i A w57 )
Bahro'd.Din, Qidi-i-Daryd, ssaint . . 8l
Bait, s kind of tax . . - . . 73
Balaba, variant for Velapa ‘ . . 42
Balban, Ghiyithu'd-Din of Delhi . . 3
Balyan Shih, title of Shaikh Sa‘du'lish 14, 15,18
Bands Nawds, title of n saint . 87,88 (&fn. 3)

Bankapar, in Mysors State 41 (& fin.4,7), 42 (&
f.n. 8), 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50
Bind Begam, wrong reading for Begam

Dildir Aghachs . - - A % =
Percds.inCujsrat . - o o s 1090
Barodara, variant for Barodn . - . 20
Basiwon, & painter in Akbar's court . . 61
Basiwan, Khwhjs, son of Babidur Ehfn, s

builder . : . 81,082

Bashiru’d-Din Subrawardi, seo Pir Baghim'd
Basods, in Madhys Pradesh . . .

;
Bafa't, s kind of tax F . . M,7,73
Batari, & clapn-name . ¥ . . M3
Bayans, in Rajasthan . . . . a8l

Pagm

Eﬂ,wmnmwn 85 (f.n. 1)
Biyasid Sheikh, » builder . . . . 88

Riz Bahidur, Malwa Sulida . : e 74
Begam, sn appellstion . . ' . 30
Begam Dildir Aghichs, see Dildsr Aghichs ..
Bektars, son of Adsm, s Gujarat official . 18,19,
20
Balapa, varisnt for Velaps - . . 42
Belgaum, in Mysore State 4 42 (& £n. 6)
Bengal, s region . - - 18, 15,18
Berar, & reglon §, =i ‘ 41 (& f.n. 4)
[Bevparis, i.o. the traders . - % : k]
Bhaduriys, s Rajput clan 5 . - 61
Bhagalpur, in Bihar, inseriptions from 13, 14, 16
Bhakkar, in 8ind . . = . . 60
Bhimatl, s hill in Rajssthan . . . 69
Ehsankar, varisant reading for Bektars . 10,20
Bhipurs, & village in Rajaathan - . 87,88
Bhiuptr, varisat for Bhipors . . ’ a7
Bhaupurs, varisnt of Bhipurs . . . 87,068
Bhirati Chand, father of Rija Bikramijit . 61,82
Bharthi-ki-Nigal, olics of BhBupdr (s.v-) - a8
Bhattirk Kirat Chand, a Jaina priest . a6
Bhavnagar, erstwhile stato of . . $ 21
Bhlk, Shaikh, = scholsr 38 (f.n. B)
Bhikan, variant for Bektars \ 3 . 19,20
Bhikh, Malik-i-Sharq, mentioned in  an
inscription " z a z . 28,87
Bhikh, Shaikh, father of Shaikh Sulaimin 35, 37, 38
(% f.n. 5)

Bhikhiji, Shaikh, son of Zuhiirn'd-Din  and

variant of Bhikh . A 5 35 (f.n. 1)
Bhim Singh, Mahi Ria, of Kota L T+
Bhingar, in Maharashira . ; - . ri]
Bhnpl, erstwhile state of . " . g 61

Bidar, probable misprint for Bapkspur 41 (fn-T)
Bihar, s region 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 25,
27 (& £n. 2)

Bihar Sharif, in Bihar Btate, inscriptions
foom % W M s 11, 12, 25, 27 (& £.n. 2)
Bijapur in My#ore Btate . 44, 45, 71 (& fn. 3),
81, 52, 83 (fn. 1)
Bikan, variant for Bektars . . . 18,20
Rikh, Shaikh, varisnt of Bhikh (s.v.) . . 87,38

Bikramijit, grandson of Bijn Rimchand

Daghels : g F g 3 . 61
Birkana Riy, chief of Belgaum . . . 42
Broach, in Gujarat . . p 20 (f.o. 4)
Buhlal Khin, title of Nawwabs of Banknpur 4“4
Buhlol Shih, Lodiking . . . - 20,77
Bublili, & eoin ' ‘ . 74,78, 77T
Bulandshahr, in Uttar Pradesh . . 28,29,3%

Buondelkhand, & region . . . - 51
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Bundi, in Rajasthan r 6o
Burhin, lulllananll IZInJI.nlm = 2
Burhin Nighm ghih 11, of Ahmadnagar = . 43
Burhanpar, in Madhys Pradesh ¢ . 61,69
Burhfnn'd-Din Jinam, s saint . 79, 80 (f.n. 1), 82
(£.n. 1)

Buri Chanderi, s village in Madhya Pradesh 9

C

Chakns, in Mabarashtra . . . . kil
Chiind Bultins, * Adil Shihi queen . . 42
Chanda, & district of Msharashtra . . 71
Chanderi, in Madhys Prad»sh 4, 6, 7,8, 9, 63

(& f.n. 2)
Chandrakoti, in Karnatak | . . . 43
Chatrié Dhi'u, a male nurse . : . B7,88
Chauhans, & Rajput clan . . \ i 1]
Chauki, village bearing the name of . . 8
Chaukis, village bearing the name of . ; 78

Chaukiyd, s village, endowment of the land

rovenoes of . . 11,78
Chhattisgarh, a region S e
Chikan, son of Hanuwmant Gludl . f 4
Chincholi, in Mysore State . A . 81
Chishti, a saintly order . . . . L1
Chitor, in Rajasthan - . & - 1]
Chitrakal, in Karnatak . . . . 44

D

Takan, variant for Docean . . . 60
Dam,acopperooin . .+ + o+ . 77
pandi-darf,atax . . . .+ 13(&fn.5)
Diru’l-Fath, honorific of Bankapur (8.v.) . 47
T 'ad, Malik, governer of Bihar X . 12
Dé'iid, Sayyid, son of Qadi Auliyd . . 63
Diwsl, Sayyid, a saint . . B0(k fn.4),81
Deccan, s region . 41, 60, 61, 68, 71, 80, 81, 88
(En. 3)

20 (En. 4)

Dehej, & village in Gujarat

Delhi . . 1 (f£n. 8), 2, 7, B, 28, 3],

- - {f.n. 6), 33, 34, 36, 37, 30, 60
Deogiri, expedition to . i . 5 8
Desa'f, » post . - “ . a4
Deva Riya I, nf?ﬁlylulﬁlﬂ i 41
S s . - . . 41
Dhamoni, in m,urnduh S L
Dhar, in Madhya Pradesh - SR
DMiran,atax . . - = 73 (& f.0. B)

Dharsnagari, old name for Dhar 7

95
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Dharwar, district of Mysore 47 (f.n. 2),48

Dha’u, i.e. 8 nurse . g . . 87,88

Dilair Khin, title of Nawwib* Abdu'r-Rs0f 4“4

Diliwar, 81, * Adil Shihi official . 43,50

Dildér Aghichs, Begam, Babur's wife 24, 29, 30, 31,

32 (& fn. 2)

DHwdn, a post . . 23 93, 72 (Fo- 2), 78
E

Erichh, in Uttar Pradesh . . . E 6,8
F

Fagdlu'llih Inji, Mir, Bahmani official 41 (& f.n.4)
Fakhro'd-Din, Shih, Mughal official 52, 53, 54
Faridu'd-Din Hagrat, Ganj-i-Shakar cele-
brated saint 2 . $ % : a0
Farmdn i.e. Royal order . 43,44,65,086,00,72 &
(E-n. ), T4 (f.o. 1)

Farrukh Biyar, Mughal emperor - X T4
Fagihu'd-Din, title of Bibi Sajanjal (s.%.) . 81
Fatehpur Sikri, in Uttar Pradesh ‘ . 61
Firtiz Shith, Bahmani king : : i 4l
Firds héh, Tughloqking . . . . 11,12
Firiiz Shaikh, Mughal official 74, 75, 76
Ful@is, s copper coin . - - % 77
G
Gagraun, in Kota District of Rajasthan . 74,75,
77,78
Gaisdl Dardz, title of a saint R . BT, 8B, 80
Gaur, old capital of Bengal . . . 15,18
GhAghs, variant for Aghichs (s.v.) 31 (En. 8), 32
Ghanam Mr. N. G. . 3 . i 1 {fn.1)
Ghauth, position in §Gf1 hagiooracy . '38 (& f.n. 2)
Gheznavid, a dynasty - : § b g
Ghezni Ehiin, Malwa prince : . 74
Ghiyighu'd-Din Abu'l- l[llllﬂ'lr. titles of
Mahmiid Shih, Suliin of Bangal . . 14,18
Ghiyithn'd-Din Balban, see Balban .- s
sahirtmn'd “Din Thghlug S, see Toghlug
Ehﬂﬂ ) drn“t! CE T T R | T
Goa, in western India E 2 : - ‘42
Gondwéns, & region . . . +» 83(fn.2)
Fugharbdn, i.o. road-patrol . . . B5, 688

.8, 17, 19, 21, 23, 24, 52,
59, 72, (f.n. 2}, 73, (& fn.
G, 8), 78 (fm. 1)

Gujarat, & region .
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Gulbadan Begam, Bibur’s daughter 0, 31, 32
Gulbargs, district of Mysore . 8, 86 (f.n.3,4),88
(fn. 2)
Gattal, in Knrnatak : 44
Guwnlior, district of Ildh_ﬂ ‘Pﬂduh and
erstwhile state . . . 8, 51, 61
H
HEga, s Bajput clan . ]
Hagrat Aminu'd-Din A'lS, see AT

DmA'R .

Hagrat Nigdmu'd Dtn .!mliﬁ mlahnh-d

saint . - 7. 8, 38, 40
Hajipur, in B&hlr ,gmfurnnrn[ . 15
Hamid Muhammad, Shaikh, Qidr Elmldn‘d-

Din Nigauri so mentioned . 1 : 38
Hamld, Bayyid, son of Qidi Auliya . i 63
Hamido'd-THn, Mittha Shih, ‘H.udrat- Ao
Hamidu'd-Din Nigauri, Gl-dl. LT Qldl

Hamidu'd-Din . - ol sy
Hamidu'd-Din, $0fi 8a'dli Nigum'l. [ lun‘t

25 (fon. 1)
Hangal, in Mysore State, inscription from 47(f.0.2),
45

Hansi, in Haryana, inscriptions from . 1 {fin. 3), 2
Haoumant Ganda, * Adil Shihl official v H
Hargalli, in Kamatak 3 . . 3 “
Harihar, fort, in Karnatak ¥ g . 44
Harihara T, Vijaysnagara king . . ‘ 41
Havalddr, s post . e PR )
Hem Karan, son of Medni Rnl i S |
Hemi, o chiof . . . 3 % 50

Hindil, see Mirzi H.indll . : A
Hollal, fort, in Karnatak . . . g 4
Hoshang Shith, king of Malws . - : T4
HumAyn, Mughal emperor . 28, 20, 30, 32,52
Hund, inscription from . . ; ‘ 2
Hueain, n soribe . . . B5, 00
Huossin, Shaikh, father nl'BllJ'ln Shih . 14,15

Fusain Shh, ‘Aliu’d-Din, Bengal Suliin 13, 14,15
Husain Shih, Sherqi king . . . 35.26,27

Ejdulhd,inj.ndln?ﬁdﬂh . 81 (&f.n 8)
I

Thrihim, Sharql king . e s 2I({Ln.3)

Thehhim, Malik governor of Bihar . p 12

Thrhim 'Adil Shih I, Bijapur king . . 42,45

—IL, = . . - . . 43,45,47,48

Pace

Thrihim Husain Mirei, Mughal nobleman . L]
Ikhtiyhro'd-Denlst wa'd-Din, title of Tamur

Bulgind . 3 : P ]

Tkhtiyiru'd-Din, 'mh ¥ . [

Nitutmigh, Shamea'd- ]]ln.Dnlhlklng l.ﬂ.lﬂ{l’.n.i}

Indore, distriet of Madhys Pradesh and
ﬂ'mm w ® - ulxﬂ

Iridat Khin, title ufﬂuﬁdoﬁnilhﬂ, 75,76, 77, T8

Iran, a country 4,5 52(k1n.1),00(fn.2)
Isbiq Khiin, entitled Iridat Khin . . 75
Iskandar, title of *Aliu'd-Din Ehaljl . g [
Tslam Shiih, 8or king of Delhi . . 11, 33, 34,35

Ismii'il, son of ‘Abdun's-Salim, n builder 4, 5, 6,9

J

Jaglr, i.o.n fielf . . - . 42, 44
Jaginddr, i. e. fief.holder . ﬂﬂ 88,70, 71,72, T4
Jahfingir, Mughal emperor 51,81, @2, 63, 65, 66, 76

Jahnglr, varinot for Jinlar . - : 30
Juipur, in Rajasthan, inseriptions from - a7
Jaisingh, Mabdrdja, . . . . . 67,88
Jalil Khiin, father of Bikandar Kbin . . 1
Jalilu'd-Din Firtz, Ehaljiking . . .

Jalilu'd-Din Muhammad Akbar, Mughal
emperor, soe also Akbar 62, 53, 54, 55, b6,

58, 59, 61, 62
Jinam, Shih, seo Burhinu'd-Din Jénam . ..
Jinlar, Malik, father of Nikpay Ehin. . 28,20
Jiplaz, wariant for Jinlar . « 0
Juswant Singh, Mabirija, Mughal gmunl . mn
Jaunpur, in Uttar Pradesh . : 26
Jhalawar, district of Rajasthan . . . T4
Jihil, a tax . g ; - g 5 ™=
Jizga, atax T4
Jodhpur, district of I’.hjuthnn lnd urlt'lhila
state . ; 1 (f.n. 1), 2, 33, 36
Jours Alapur, in Hsﬂhj"l Pradesh, inscrip-
tions from . . 51,64
Jind, prinee, later luhmm-d hin Taqhh:q
Shih . . 7
.l'nn.mdh. dlstmt nf{}njmt ; . . 11,83
K
Eabul, in Afghanistan . « 9,31
Kadam Raso, commandant of Bu:.hpur . 43, 50
Eodbhuda'i, o tax . . . : ]
Eili 8ind, river near Gagrann . . . T4

Kalisdeh, in Madhya Pradesh . . ., 61
Eslyani, in Mysore State . . . 7 (fn.5)




Pace

Eamélu'd-Din Mujarrad Bayibini, Hadrat
ghih, o saint P R L e i}
Eamrin, Moghal prince . - . 52
Kannauj, district of Uttar Pradesh = 27
Kara, in Uttar Pradesh . % . = -]
Karers, tahsil of Madhys Pradesh . . 87
Kdrkun, a post : i . . 47
Kamatak, a rugim a A . 5 . 41,43
Karorf, official i ' i - . 85, 86
Kayyali, s tax : . i . . 73
Kazimi, Professor A.A. . . 3 14

Ehalaf, Malikn't-Tujjir, Bahmani uﬁ.ah.l. . 41

Ehsljl, s dynasty . . 2,4, 6,31 (LA 6,33
Ehin Malik, *Adil Shilhi official - 45, 48
Ehin Miyio, Shaikh, a saint . ¥ 11
Ehin Mubammad, Mﬂ&iumm ; 44

INDEX ]
PagE
L
Lakmi, corrupt form of Lakshmt [:.r | - 87
Lakshmi, female nuree . . @768
Likhimi, variant for Lakmi . 4 . 6s
Lingan, son of Hanumant Ganda i . 44
Lodi, & dynasty 27 (& f.n. 4), 31, 77
M
Ma'bar, a rogion E . 7
Midho Singh, son of Rio Bakin Hldi . 8
Madhya Pradesh, State of 51, 66, 72
Mahi Rio Bhim Singh, of Kota . . T4
Mahdjen, & community . p . B9, 7,73
Mahakoshal, s rogion . . . . 51
Mihum Begam, Babur's wife . 5 5 a0
Muhiirija, of Jodhpur ~ 4 2

Ehin-i-Ehinin, Bahmani official 41 (fng)
Ehin-i-Najafi, the name Hn]lﬂ Khin [i.v.)

B0 written . 2 i 46
Ehinzids, chiefs ul'ngn.r . = 1,2, 84
Ehinsida Malik Siriju’d-Din, see Sirija'd-

Din . 3 5 . - . » -

Ehinzida Sulaimin, see Sulnimin, Ehingtds ..
Ehstauti, battle fought at, in Rajashtan 59 (& f.n.

4)
Ehawiigg Ehfin, an *Adil Shihi official . ; 4
Ebifta, & rovonne division 4 (& f.n. 5), 5, 6,9, 10
Ehon|, a tax . R 5 . . 70, 71,73
Emm; atax = ¥ T3
Ehudid Numd, see Shih Hirln H'ﬂ.‘llhﬂ s
Ehndiwand Num#8, see Mirkn S8ayyid Hasan ..
Ehodiwand Shih, Bayyid, a saint . 81
Ehurghid Ehfin, nd'ib-i-ghaibal, comman-
dant of Bankapur . . 43,47 (& £n.2), 48
Ehush Dahjin, see Mabmtd, Shaikh . vl g
Ehusraw Khin, Ehalji general | i ' 7.8

Ehwiija ‘Atiu’llih, pon of Shih Mirdinjl, n saint 70

Ehwija Bandas Nawiz, colobrated saint  88(f.n.3)

Ehwija Bakhtyir Kiki, see Qutbu'd-Din
Bakhtyir

- * ®

Ehoia Bubbwic peo Baabua -+ s ol 2

Ehwija Qibil, see Qibil . : : i

Kighwar Khin, ‘Adil Shihi nobleman 42 (& f.n. 10)
Kiul, in Bihar , - - . . . 16
Kok, wrong reading for Kol . 4 * B
Koka, Malwa chief . - £ E s B
Kol, modern Aligarh : . . 4,6,8,9

Eolaras, in Madhys Pradesh . . . 61,88
Eota, district of Rajasthan and erstwhile

state . » . . . . . 80,74
Kolwil, & post . 5 % . 21,23, 58, 58, 5T
Kobwill, s tax ., - . . . 70,71, 73

Krighua Deva Riya, of Vijayansgara 5 42

Mahirijn Jaswant Singh, see Jumt. Snngh o
Mahirikjidhirdja, H.uhlrijl. Jai Bingh, see

Jaisingh H i i i
Mahmid, Shargl king 4 - : 2‘7 H‘n 2)
Mubmid, son of Yhsuf, Majlis, a builder . 14
Mabmid, Sultin, Mirdn 8hihi, central Asisn

prinoe . i . g 31
Mubmtd Bah.rl, an oﬂeml » " 4 Bl
Mabmdd Giwin, Bahamni minister . 3 41
Msbmd I, Khalji, Malwa Sultdin . . 74
—II, . . + . " . . T4

Mabmfd Shaikh, Ehfish Dahfin, a saint . 80, 81

Mahmid Shih, Bepgal Sultin . . 14, 15,16
Mubram, the bohwdl . 3 i . BB, 60, 57
Mabrauli, in Delhi . 5 3 . . 30
Mahgil, i.e. land revenne . g . 3 i
Mahsill-i-Sdyir, n tax . . . 7
Majlis, title of Mabmiid bin Yﬂsuf . . 14
Majlis-i-*AH, title of Yosuf Daulnt Khﬁn Sar a6
Mil, i.e. revenue L = = L 72
Mildeva, Marwar chief . . . " 33
Malik, » title . g . 3 . « 29,57
Malik Adam, see Adam . . - e
Maulik Badr, see Badr, Malik . ' e B
Malik Bhiksn, see Bhikan i = » e
Malik Di'td, see Di'ad . = : &

Malik Ibrihim, see Thribim 3 4 A
Malik-i-Bharqg, title of Malik Bhikh . . 28,27
Malik Jinlar, see Jinlar - . 8
Malik Malikshah, ses Malikghah . . ’e
Malik Raibin, see Raibin . B e L
Malik Siddhn, see also Siddhti . - 4l ({fn. 4)

Malik Siriju’d-Din, EhinsAds, see Siviju’d-
Malik Sulaimiin, entitled A'zom Ehin see
also Sulaimiin F - - . 3 20
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Malik Tamur, see Tamur Sul{ini g o -
Malikghah, Malik, governor of Sorath . 21, 23,24
Maliku'l-Umard Mu'inu'd-Daunlat wa'd-Din
titlos of Malikshah (a.v.) 4 « 21,23, 24

Maliku'sh-Sharg, title of Malik Adam (e.v.) 20
Maliku't-Tujjir, title of Khalaf (s.v.) . 41
Hl-'l'lrl,lugian . G, 8, 7, 31, 32, 61, 58, ﬂp“

(f.n.2), 74,75

Mal-wa-Siyir, revepuo term. . . . 4
Mamlik, o dynasty . 3 - - . 2,38
“lll.'ll'l.f m & eaint . . - . 81
Mandasor in Madhys Pradesh . = . 75
Mandu, in Madhys Pradesh . 7, 32, 81, 63, 64
Mangalore, variant for Mangrol . ' b ]
Mangrol, in Gujarat . 21, 22, 23, ) (£.. 8)
Murwar, a rogion . . . f . 33
Ma'sim Shih, » saint : - H - 81
Maudid, s Gujarat pobleman . . . 4
Maulini Nigibu'd-Din, see Nigihu'd-Din . ..

Maulind Sharafu'd-Din, see Sharafu'd-Din ..
Maulind Wajihu'd-Din Yasaf, seo Yisuf . ..
Magharn'd-Din, Shaikh, tilte of Bhikh (s.v.)

35 (f.n.1)

Medni Bal, a chief . g . - : 74
Mir ‘Ali Riga. seo ‘A Rigi . . e
Mir Fagdlu'llih Injd, see Fadlu' ll&h In}ﬂ - e

Mir Mobiraku'llh, see Mub&raka'llih i
Mir Mubsmmad Bigir, entitled Nawwib A'gam

Khin, see Mubammad Bigir . i -
Mir Mobammed Ma'gim, mHuhmmld Ma's
Mir Klyyu 'AII, of Pnrmu : 14
Mirak, son of Ahmad Ehin Kolibl, Hnghu!

afgial . - : . B8, 50, 60
Mirak Khiin, see Mirak . - - o uk
Mirin, hooorifie title . 92
Mirin Sayyid Hasan Khnd.l'nnd ‘iumi B

paint . . . . Bl
Mirin Shihi, n d,ynllty - - . a1
Mirdnji, Shamsn'l-Ushshiq, Endnt

brated enint % o w981
Mirzi ‘Aziz Eoki, see A:.'I: Koh ; P T
Mirzi Hinddl, Mughal prince . . 30

Mirzk Niru'd-Din Hnbl-mmd Hﬂlﬂmﬂl
ses Niru'd-Din 5
Mirzi RAja Jaisingh, see Jai Sin;h .
Mitths Bodla, see Miyn Mittha . P
Mittha Shih, Hagdrat, a saint . 74,75 (& £.0.2),78
Miyin, sn honorific appellation 14, 15,34, 35, 41,75
(fn. 1, 2)
Miyin, ‘Isi, & bailder - ~ . 15(fn.2)
ﬁﬁnﬂﬂhmﬂfﬂ.ﬂh%ﬂ.lbﬂlﬂn 34,36

FacE

Miyin Mitths Bodls, the saint Miftha ghik
also known as . . g . ifn 1)
Miyin Siddhd, an official . . 2 41
Miyin Shaikh, father of Shaikh Emin . 14,15
Morena, district of Madhys Pradesh . . B1,
Mu'dmala, o revenue division . 43, 44,47
Mu'sggam, disciple of Shah Aminu'd-Din 78, 80, 81
Mubdrak Hiji, father of Shaikh Abmad . Ee)

Mubdrak Shih, Quibu'd-Din, Ehalji king 2, 8,7, 8

Mubfraku'llih, Mir, Iridat Khin, Mughsl
official . . E . 4 78
Mudgal, in Mysore Shte t ; 41,42, 43
Mughal, a dynasty . 21, 28, 30, 32, 33, 44, 51, b2,
54, 81, 67, 60, T4, 77

Mubammad, the Prophet . 15, 38, 65, 62, 64, 80
Mubammad, name of Qidi Hamfide'd-Din
Nigaur] - . . B38({fn.8)

Muohammad, ‘AdH ﬂ]ih uf:ﬂ:ijlpﬂ-r 43, 45, 50
Muba: mad, Bayyid, Bibf, see Sayyid

Mubammad . d . ; . 7
Mubammad Bukhici, Slﬂrld q . | Bl
Hﬂh—lmﬂd bjl’l S-im. - . & [l 2! 3.- ﬂ-
Mubsmmaed, bin Tughlug . ‘ . . 7
Mubsmmad Amin, an officinl . - 42
Mubammad Bigir, Mir, entitled A'zam th:n. 75

Mubammad Humfyin Bidghih, see also

Humiyin . : ;
Muhammad Husain, fl.th!r of 1'|:H.r 'MI Ridn
Mubammad Tshiq, an ‘Adil Shihi official
Mohammad Tsbiq Madrisi, Hijl, s snint .
Mubammad Kof, in Karnatak -
Muhammad Ma‘sim, Mir Nimi, al- B-nk.'l;.mr]

poet and Mughal official . '
Mubammad S&lib, son of Mirak Ehﬁn
Mubammad Shih, ‘Alu'd-Din, Khalji king . 4
Mubammad Shih I, Bahmani king . -
Mubammad Shih 1, of Gujarat R
Mohammad Sharif Ehiin ses Sharif Mlu.

Nawwib : . +

828 pE588

[
| =

4 5 6 (& fn. 4), 0

Mubarrir,n post  , -

Mujihid Shih, Bahmani king . . 41 (& fin. 2)
Mughi, n post . . 9, 20, 21, 23, 24
Murshidabad, in Bengsl, inscriptions from . 13
Misawi Bayyid, o family . . . B2(kfn.1)

Mugtafi, Shaikh, son of Shaikh Sulaimfin 35 (f.n.1)
Mugtafd Ehin Ardastinl, an ‘Adil Shihi
official . - 42 (& f.n. 11), 43

Mulapaddi, a p-m r . . . ki |

Mugaffar Khin, governor of H.lln . . ]

Mugaffar Shah I, of Gujarat . 18, 20, 24
N

Nadima-i-majlis, title . ’ . = 3
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Nagaur, in Rajasthan, inscriptions from 1, (&fn.

1,2),2,33 (& £.0. 1, 5),
34,35 (& L. 1),

36, 38
Na'ib-i-ghaibal, & designation . . . 43,47
Na'ib-i-gal'a, s designation - ; 3 76
Najofi Ebfin, a builder . i . . 43,48
Kijﬂfl, hﬂﬁ of ‘Abdu’s-Balim . . 4,59
Nambzgdh . . . 29
Nimi, poetical name of Mir Hu-hmmli
Ma'glim (8.v.) i . . 60(% f.n.2), 61
Ningal Bharth, in Rajasthan . . . 87
Nagibat Khin, title of Shik Fakhru'd-Din
{e.v.) . i 52
Narwar, i.uH-.d.hyl. Prm;luh Im-sphm from 51,
47, 08, 60
Nagiho'd-Din, Maulini, son of@dl l}hnﬁdu’d
Din (s.v.) . - . 5
Kigir, a title . . % % ¥ 2
Wi girn'd-Din, Malwn Suﬂin : 3
Nigire'd-Dunyl wa'd-Din, title aof A.bmnd
Shih I, of Gujarat A J I8
Nigiru'd-Din Mabmild, son of nmm:;r. - 8
Naurang L&l Bhat, Bhri, of Nagaur . 2
Nawwhb ‘Abdu'l-Kirlm, see ‘Abdu‘I-Kar‘Em
Ehin . - ’ . 5 ¥ .
Nowwith ‘Abdn’r-Rabim, see ‘Abdu‘ran.him o
Nawwib A'gam Khiin, seo A'zam Ehfin . ‘
Nawwab Iridat Ehin, see Iridat Khin . ..
Nowwhb Mirak Abmad Khin Kolibi, see
Mirak . - v
Nawwilb Mubammad E}nﬂf E.llin. finet &ﬂﬁf
Khin, Nawwib . 5 . 2 - v
Nikahina, o tax : 73
Nikbakht Khin, nllﬂrn.!h'rﬂ ml-diu; fd:tr
Nikpay Ehin 7 . 28 (fin. T), 20
Niki Khfin, alternative reading for Nikpay
Ehin . 3 . . i . 20
Nikpay Ehiin,a bmldﬂr . . : . 28,20
Nimbputra, variant of Velaps . ; . 42
Nishat, a tax . £ e 73
Nighm, Shaikh, fath«r nf.ﬂ.bu‘l anm . 48,40

Nighmu'd-Din Auliyi, seo Hadrat Nulnu'&-

Din .
Nar-i-Daryd, B-yyu:l Shih Mibatsaad

Qidird, see Sayyid Shih, Mubammad . ..
Nore'd-Din Mobammed Bidshih Ghizl,

name and titles of Jabngir . 62, A3, 64, 65, 66
Nire'd-Din Mubsmmad Maghhadi, Mirsd

* Adil Zhihi official . e . . 42

P
Pahalwan, s title . . . . p &

Pace
‘.hlh.un%m,gh Khichl, son of Rija of Gagraun T4
Parbho Dayil, inscription in the house of . 4
Patan, in Gujarat . . 5 62
Patna, district in Bihar . - . 11, 14, 26
Persia, embassy of Nimite . . y -1
Phagi,in Bajasthan . . L1
Pir Bashiru'd-Din Suhrawsrdi, aangnnr . 34,36
(& fin. 1)
Pir Zuhiiru'd-Din Abmad, see Zuhiiru’d-Din i
Pirzgida *Abdo'l-Ghani, eee ‘Abdu'l-Glenf . ..
Poono, in Maharaghtra . = : . 75
Purnes, in Bibar i ST . 14,18
Q
Qabil, Khwija, a builder . R T
Qigi, s post . : ; W[fu 6), 81 (f.n. 2)
Qidi Auliyi . . : . 63,84

Qidi Hamido'd-Din Enllmrtmll Nagauri, &

snint . 84, 35, 36, 37, 30, 40
Qigi-i-Darys, Qﬁﬂi Eu.hrn'd Din, sea Bahra'd-

Din . S
Oadir Lingh Kotal, Shih 'Abﬂu'i-ﬂiﬂr.

saint and author of & poem . 3 . 10,81
Qasha, o revenue division 21, 23, 63 (f.n. 2), 65, 68
Quih, position in §ifi hagiocracy . 88 (& f.n. 1)
Qutbu'd-Din, title of Mubfirak §hih (s.v.) 2,6, 8
Quthu'd-Din Aibak, of Delhd . i Y -]
Quibu'd-Din Bakhtyir, KEki Hadrut celobratad

saint . . . . 34, 38, 39
R

Radiyys, empress of Delhi : . h o8
Rihdir, an officinl . . ¥ . 65 66
Rahmatpnr, in Maharashtra . T
Babmatu'llih Rounag Uthmind, of hﬂ.pur b
Rai Sunder Das, name of Baja Bikramijit . 81
{F.n. 10)

Raichur fort, in Mysore State . A : 41
Raibiin, Malik, ‘Adil EhEh] affleial . ; 44
Rijn, alias of Bahiu'd-Din ! . . 40

Rijn Bikramijit, son of Bhirati Chand . 61, 82
Rija Bikramijit, title of Rai SBunder Das . 61

{f.n. 10)

Rija Bikramfjit Bhaduriya . o a1
Rajgarh, d.utnutuflﬁt[hynmm . 51,56
Rajput, a clan - . . . L)
Rajputann, & region . . . 33
Rajasthan, State of 1, !. 3, 21, 33 80,
(f.n. 2), 67, 69, T4

Rijo Dakani, Nighm Shihi official . 2 61
Rim Riya, of Nalgonds . : i ; 43
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Rim Riys, of Vijsyaoagara . 42
Ran Singir Kbin, desciple of Burhbgu'd-Din
Jinsm . ® 81
Bandlnhﬁ.hlm Huﬁd uﬂuill Tﬂ. 'H (& f.n. 3),72
Bio Ratan Hidi, father of Midho Singh . L]
Rattshalli,in Karnatak . . . . “
Renwal, in Rajusthan . . . . 87
Rudra Dava, Bajn, of Telangana - . 7
8
Badalpur, in Madhys Pradesh . . - 81
Bidiq, a poot . : . 81 (fin. 2)
Sa‘dullih, Shaikh, a e 14, 15, 16
Bagaur, district of Madhya Pradesh . : 72
8a’id, Shaikh, Lodi nobleman . 3 . 31
Sajanjal, Bibl, a saint (8.¥) . - . 81
Sajjidana kin, i.0. spiritusl suceessor . 11 (En. 2),
34, 35 (& £.n. 1), 70
Bakrigali, in Bihar . ! + 16
Silibn Bultin Begam, da nghler of Bultin
Mabmid Mirin Shihi . . 4 31
8im, father of Mubammad 3 « 12,828
Bangod, in Rajasthan a 3 . . T4
Sanwer, in Madhya Pradesh | . . 71
Barangpur, in Madhys Pradesh . 51, 55, 56, 57, 60
Sar-i-Lagikar, a post . . - 14
Sarkir, revenue division -I-l. 44,63 (f.n. 2), 74
Sornaubal, n post . " . s i 41
Satars, distriot of Maharashtes . . 71 (fn. 3)
Anurashtrs, a region . - - - A a1
Savaur, sarkdr of, in Karnatak . - M|
Sayir, o tax . v 689, 70, 71, 72 (f.n. 3)
Sfyir-i-jikif, a tax g 4 . 2
Buyyid, o family . . 52
Bayyid ‘Abdun's-Samad, see Alulu 8- Eumui o
Bayyid Ambiyd, see Ambiyd . 1L
Sayyid Ashrafal-Husainl, father n!'Huuin
Fhih of Bengal . +«  13,14,18

Sayyid D', ses Da"Ad, s;md
Sayyid Diwal, see Diwal . :

E&ﬂid mul Bty mnliﬂ+ aﬁﬂid - - e
Bayyid Hasan Ehudiwand Numi, Mirin, a
saint . . 81

Bayyid Ehvdiwand ﬂlh s ﬂmﬂmd

fhih . . i
Bayyid Mubammad, knn'l'nu B-lhl 'H. 15, 18
Sayyid Mobammaed Bukhfi, lwluhlnnu.d

Bukhdri gz
Bayyid Shih H.ﬂhlmn!llﬁidlti Nu:r-t Duyl
& saint . % - . 8l

ghih 'Abbis, king ol'lnn . « 80(fn.2)

PacH

Shith ' Abdu'l-Qédir, see Qadir Lingh Kotdl . ..
Shih Aminu'd-Din, see Aminu'd-Din A'ld 88 (L.0. 2)
Shih BurbAnu'd-Din Jhnam see Burhinu'd-

Din = o uw
Ehih Fakhro" a‘ﬂin. B h]hm" % ) e
ghih Jahin, Mughal emperor . 63, 67, 88, 75, 80
ghih Jinsm, see Burhfnu'd-Din : =
Shih Kamilu'd-Dio Mujarrad, mKlulh*tL

Din Mujarrad . .
Shih Mirn Hosaini Mirénji, Ehudi ‘Numé,

a saint . . 4 . E . 79,81
ghih Mirknjl, see Mirdnil . . . . ..
Shilh Mitths, see Mittha . . # ohe Dwid
fhih Mubammad], & saint B = E 81
Bhahabad, in Rajasthan . F . 60,71,72

Bhahpur, in Mysore State . - « 79,81 (f.n.2)
Shaikh Abmad,see Abmad, Shaikh . o R
Shaikh Biyasid, see Biyszid, Shoikh . . ..
Shaikh Bhik see Bhik . S
Bhaikh Bhikh, see Bhikh, &likh o N
Shaikh Bhikhji, see Bhikhji : . e
Shaikh Firtiz, see Firbz . as
Shaikh Hamido'd-Din, Nl,;am-l a0 Qldl
Hamidu'd-Din 7 A
Shaikh Husain, see Hmun. &u;h o A
Shaikh Ehfin Miyiin, see Khin Miyin . . -
Shaikh Mabmid Ehugh Dahfin, see Mahmiid

ShaikhEhush-Dahin . . "
Shaikh Magharn'd-Din Bhikh, see l(l:hlrn‘d-

Ilin N . . w b
Shaikh 'Huhﬂ B Hunl!l . . & Y-
Bhaikh NigimseoNighm . . . . ..
Shaikh Sa'du'llih, see Ba'du’llih ~ T
Shisikh Sa'ld, see Ba'id . i A AT
Shaikh Sulaimin, see Sulaimin . . e
Bhaikh Zuhfiru'd-Din Bhikh, see Znhﬁm‘d—

Din Bhikh

Shaikhu'l-Mssha'ikh, Hih n!‘ﬂplﬂ Euluinin M 35
Shakar, variant for Shuke . . - « 84,36
Shameu'd-Din Titutmish, see Titutmish Rl
Bhamen'd-Din Muohammad, Atagas Ehln.
foster-brothr of Akbar . . 55
Shamsu'l-"Ughshiq, titls of Hagrat lﬁrlnji 79, 81,
88, 00
Sharafu'd-Tin, Maulins, gﬂullm of Qidi
m‘d‘mn . " ® 40
Sharif Elfin, brother uI ﬁlun d-Din
Muhapimad Ataga Khin g a s 55
Sharif Ebiin, Nawwib Mubammad, Mughal
offiical . - . M - H. mp 57
Shargl, o dynasty . + 25,28,27(&fn.2,4)
Shekh, village name soread . +  20(fn.4)
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gher Shib, S@rking . . . 15,16, 33, 34, % Tirikin, §&hib, popular alius of Hagrat
Shere, Mr. 5. A : - : 5 Hamidu'd-Din §afi Nagauri 35 (f.n. 1)
Bher-i-Khudi, mh of Jumu d- Dlu ‘Ali-(sv.) TR Tarsin Muhammad Khin, Mughal governor . 52
Shihibu'd-Din, title of Mubammd bin 8fm ] Thtir Ehin, son of fafar Ehin, of Gujarat . 24
Shig, o revenne division . . . 21,23 Tuwallnding, & tax , ' . ’ 3
Shivpuri, district of Madhya E‘ndulh o1, 57, 61,66 Telangans, a region . sl e : : 7
Sholapur, in Maharashtrn . . . 43 Timur, varisnt for Tamur .5 (& fn. 8),0
Shukr, Batani, fother ufﬁpnﬂr&j; ] Tachi Valloy, inseription frem . £ 5 3
Siddh@, Malik Miyin, ‘Adil Shahi official 41 Tola'i, n tax ., . ; . v TLTLTE
41 (& Lo, #) Tollali, fort in Karnstak . F TRl 44
Sidi Diliwar, see Diliwar, Hidi . 3 I Tughlug, s dynasty . ‘ . 3,11, 12, 23, 33
Sikandar, ‘Adil §hih of Bijapur i i sl Tughluq Sih, Ghiyathu'd-Din of Deli . 2,7
Sikandar, Lodi Sultan of Delhi . 217, 31, 67
Sikandar Khén, son of Juldl Ehfn . : 41 U
Sirkju’'d-Din, probable title of Malik Sulaimiu 13
{(fon. 1}
Hirdju'd.Din, Khiinzids, Malik, son of Bulnis Udaypur, in Madhys Pradesh 31, 61, 82 03 (& Lu.2)
min . " I Ujjain, in Madhys Pradesh . 1,8, 61, 52 53, 61
sironj, in Madhya l.*ru.f.hlh . . al,6s, o6 ‘Umar, the second caliph . . - o @3
Siwalik, Lills, in Rajasthan . 3 \ 2 ‘Uthmin, the third caliph . - . 63
Saorat, variant for Sorath . . a3 Uttar Prudesh, State of . x . A L4, 27,28
Sorath, a region . . 1, -2. 23, 4
State Museuw, Jodhpur, I.uulpl.iuu from . k1] v
Jiiba, & revenue division 03 (L. 2), T4
Bibadar, an official . . . q 75
Bubuktigin, ﬂhﬂnlﬂdkma T o 3 Vallably, varinot for Velaps . . . 42
Sulaimdn, father of Sdaw e a C18,19,20 Ved Parkash, Dr. . . : . i
Sulsimfn, Ehfinzids, governor of Bikar . 11,13, Venkatidri, Vijaywnagara gﬂuw-l 2 . 42
13 ([.n. 1) Velapa, Riyu, a chicf . . . 42
SulaimAn, Shaikh, o saint 34, 35 (& fu. 1), Vidisha, distriet of Madlyas Fradosh ui. 61, 63
36, 87, 38, 30 Vijuynnagura, kings of . LAl (% Lo 2, 4,),42,
sSultin, Rathor, a Rajput chief . . T8 ({fn.2) i3
Sultin Mabwid I, of Malwa, see MabmGd 1 ;
Khalji . - e w
—l'iofhhlm,mhhhmﬂdllﬁ.hll;! ¢ !
Sultdn Mabstd Mirzk seo Mabuod 3““"11 e Widih nous-de-plumo of Iridat Khin . 75
Hm" at;mg % * : ! 2 :" ’; Wajihu'd-Din, Ysuf, Mauliol, see  Yisal,
eSSl it s P S L
a dynasty . . ; . 43,30
snuimh Beleol i Dibar 20 x| s ls Wajihi-Najib, snabiss . .+« k5D
Wall, i.e. n governor . i . . 8.9
T Wantaj, in Gojarat, - * . 30 (% f.n. 4)
Warangal, sxpodition to, in Avdlica Pradesh 7
Tamar, Vaciaut for Lamur .« . 8 (& Lu. 8) Wasdh,atax. + 4 o o =+ T8
Tantur, weaning of . . . . 4 6, U
Tamur, Sultdni, Iihtiyheu'd- ].muln wa'd:
Din, Amiru'|-Umari, Ehalji and Taghluy X
official : . 4,6,0,7(& £.0.3),8 (% fn.8),0
Tamur, Malik, & gamo . = - ¢ g yasuf, father of Majlis Mabméd . . 14
Tamor Khin, E[::;: - : g9 yisuf, Maulini, Wajihu'd-Din, & saink . 8
m;,ﬂ!f Ryl R A R, Yosuf Deulat Ehn, Majlisi-'Ali, o Str
Tardsd-kaght, a tax . v A : . 'm_ * governor . . . . . . ]
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SOME INSCRIPTIONS OF JAHANGIR IN BIHAR

By Dg. QevaMun-Dix ABMED, M.4., Ph. D,

Depariment of History, Patna University

In an earlier issue of this journal,* I have studied a few inscriptions of Jahingir from the
Patni district of Bihir. The present article contains a study of eight more inscriptions of that
emperor found in different parts of Bihar.* The historical value of the inscriptions, of the
Mughal period, for the reconstruction of the provincial history of the area to which they belong,
has already been discussed in my previous article.

The eight inscriptions studied here range in their dates from 1608 to 1626, Five of these
epigraphs are listed in the epigraphical reports of the Archaeological SBurvey of India, while the
remaining three (Nos. IV, V and VI) were found and copied by me.* None of the inscriptions
has been published with facsimiles or historical notes,

L. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1015 (%), FROM BIHARSHARIF

The tablet bearing this inscription measuring 110 by 15 cms. is fixed 'n the west wall of
the small open mosque attached to the Mausoleum of Sayyid Muhammad Sistinf situated in the
Kighdhi-Mahalla in Biharsharif.4 Alongside, on the same wall, is an inscription of Tbrihim
Sharqi.® The present inscription does not appear to be in situ; very probably it belonged to
the nearby Bukhirl mosque which contains two other inscriptions, also mentioning Bhaikh Farid
Bukhirt (Nos. II and III, infra). The writing comprises a single-line text containing a crudely
composed and also not elegantly designed Persian verse enumerating the names of the first four
Caliphs and the four great Imims—the founders of the four major schools of Islamic jurispru-
dence. In the centre, between two hemistiches is inscribed, within an arch-like border, the

* Epigraphia Indica Arabic and Persian Supplement (EIAPS), 1966, pp. 35-42.

® These include four (Nos. I-T1I and VIIT) from Patni district also, which eould not find place in my earlier
article doe to the delay in obtaining their rubbings and m tting some old records,

* Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 1965-56, Nos. D, 60, 71, 81, 83; ibid: 1960.61, No. D, 7.
(One more epigraph of the group, to wit, No. ¥V of the study, stated to have been copied by the author of this

“ ARIE, 19565-56, No. D, 83,
STt has been published in EIAPS, 1962, p, 42,

(1)
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Kalima, and above it, an invocation to Allih by one of His attributes,’ while at each of the two
ends, within a lined frame, is inseribed the historical portion of the text. That at the right refers
to the reign of Niiru'd-Din Muhammad, i.e. emperar Jahingir,while the one at the left end cop-
tains the phrase ‘the Sibiba (consort?) of Shaikh Farid Bokharr’, and the date 1015(2) (1606-07).

The style of writing is ordinary Naskh. The text® has been deciphered as follows : —
TEXT
Plate I (b)
(a) In the Centre,
Lil L
phns ol 1] Jpms dae S0] Y Y [recte O1s] Ok Je Ol e Sy
Ol WLt &l [recte ]
(b) Right side.

Aokt ] 29 dpe 5o
(¢) Lafi aide,
1ere Aol bt (F)amls
TRANSLATION
{a) O Protector |

There is no god but Allih, Mu}ammad is the Prophet of Allih,

Recite (the names of) Aba Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmén and ‘Ali ; know (the names of) Imim
Ma‘azzam (i.e. Imim Abi Hanifa), Mubhammad (Abmad Hanbal), Malik and Shafi‘[r).
{(#) In 'shf reign of Niiru’d-Din Muhammad (Jahingir),
() Sahiba(?) (consort) of Shaikh Farid Bukhiri. Year (A-H.) 1015 (1) (1606-07 A.D.)

This epigraph seems to be connectad with the next two, which ma also be de !.
taking up the question of the identity of Shaikh Farid B by soribed before

II. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1017, FROM THE SAME PLACE

This inscription is engraved on s slab measuring 41 by 45 cms, which is built up i t
o'iter side of the back wall of the Bukhiri-Masjid referred toabove® The mosque il:l;:u.{;g:
three-domed ntmntnre very uim..ihr in design to the Habib Ehin's mosque, of Bhih Jahin’s reign

' This is ¥a Hafi; which has not come out in the estampage.

T am nbliged to prof. A, A, Kagim!, Head of the Arabje Department
the decipherment of this as well ga the texts of the next two inseripiions, e SN o A8 o

! dRIE, 1955-56, No, D, 81, where it in stated 4o be ‘on the fuepde’,
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" Prate 1
JAHANGIR'S RECORDS FROM BIHAR
( Prates I-III )
(a) Inscription, dated A. H. 1017, from Biharsharif (p. 3)

=
i




SOME INBCRIPTIONS OF JAHANGIR IN BIHAR 3

name by which the moaque is now known, makes it possible that the wife of Farid Bukhiri, men-
tioned in the epigraph, either gotit built herself or was buried in its compound. Farid Bukhdri
himself was not in Bibar, when the record was set up, as will be seen presently.

The text of the epigraph consists of seven lines in Persian of which the first five are in prose
and the last two in verse comprising one couplet. It refers to the wife of Nawwab Sayyid Farid,
son of Bayyid Ahmad Bukharl, and to the supervisor (of the building?), Shaikh Lad by name. The
year in the date viz. AH. 1017 (1608 A.D.) is writtenina peculiar way —'thousand’ is written
in words, but the first two digits, viz. 17, are inscribed in figures. The text is executed in
Nasta'lig characters of no particular merit, and has been deciphered as follows :—

TEXT

Plate 1 (a)

dnle ()
L A gl e Sl (r)
@obw  deal A Wy ()

1e dpd A ey el g q (r)
2y o plaial (o)
e 23 Ol 325 Olgs cul)5 (5)
St B Yl (<)
TRANSLATION
(1) Sahiba (wife of) the renowned Nawwab, Bayyid Farld,
(2) son of Sayyid Abmad Bukhas,

(3) (dated the) 16th of the month of Rajab, year (A.H.) one thousand (and) 17 (seventeen)
(16 Rajab 1017-20 November 1608).

(6) Under the supervision of Bhaikh Lad.
{(5) (Verse : ) Greatness lies in mognanimity and sacrifice ; useless talks are butlike empty
drums.?

III. UNDATED INSCRIPTION FROM THE SAME PLACE

The tablet containing this inscription is built up above the one bearing the previous epigraph.
Inscribed at four corners with the same invocation to Allih by His attribute as in the previrus
epigraph, arranged in different postures, it contains in the middle the name, Bhaikh Farid Bukhéri,
son of Ahmad, in big letters and designed like a monogram, some letters being made to serve
their purpose more than once. Below the monogram, on the right, occurs the legend *denigned
by® Shaikh Farid Bukhiri (entitled) Nawwib Murtadi Khin' and, on the left, ‘under the

1 The conplet seems to be in eulogy of Fartd Bukhir! who waa noted for his bravery and charity, ns sompared
to tha recluses who merely indulged in empty speculation.
* Bee poto 2 on the next page.—Ed.
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supervision of Shaikh Li&d". A few numerals (e.g. 1000; 10; 2080: 410) are also inscribed
sbove, and to the right of, the monogram, but their significance is not quite clear.®

The style of writing is Naskh, part of which is in Jughrd. The text has been deciphered as
follows :—

TEXT
{a) In the corners,
Gila U
18} In the centre,
fess—No
R

L o Tahe
(c) Below (b), at right.
ol A ml dislls
O ale ol
(d) Below (b); at left.
pleialy
Y (1) —
TRANSLATION
(a) O Protector |
(b) 1000, 10. Bhaikh Farid Bukhari, son of Ahmad. 2080,
(¢) 410. Designed by (7)* Shaikh Farid Bukhiri (entitled) Nawwab Murtads Khin.
(d) Supervised by Shaikh (7) Lad,

Of the three persons mentioned in this as well as in the previous two ep; i
Bukhiri is a well-known nobleman of Akbar and Jahangir, P]Ie wag msgfmﬁf?:ﬁ:ﬂ
vinces, in 1583, asa deputy of Wazir Ehin, While on a mission, as an emissary, to the famous
Afghin chieftain of Orissd, Qutlii Niihani, be nearly lost his life due to the treachery of the Iatter
Subsequently, he was Bakhshi and Diwan-i-Tan for sometime. It was under Jahangir from w]mn;
he received the title of Murtadd Ehin in recognition of his varied meritorious services, that he

! The numerical value of Shaikh Farid Bukhiri, according to the Abjod system of reckon
which does nob correspond with any of the figures inscribed on the stone,

This word is very probabiv intended to be dia e a2 in the other allied records.—Ed,

ing, yields 2017,
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reached the pinnacle of his career. After serving as the viceroy of Gujarat! and Punjab, he died
in AH, 1025 (1616 A.D.), and was buried in the family graveyard in Delhi.?

Bhaikh Farid seems to have had a passion for the construction of works of public utility.
He is credited with & number of edifices built st Ahmadibad, Delhi and Lahore. He also founded
the township of Faridibid near Delhi,

It is to be noted thatShaikh Farid was not personally present in Bihir during the period when
these three inscriptions mentioning him were get up. The beginning of his connection with Bibar
might have occurred when, as stated above, he was deputed in the region during Akbar’s reign,
and he might have received s jdgir there. Some of the members of his family might also have
continued tolive there, asis evidenced by these epigraphs mentioning his consort. Incidentally,
there is one more epitaph, dated AH. 991 (1583 A.D.), in the village Mehdawin also in Patnd
district, in which the deceased Shaikh ‘Abdu’r-Rabmin commonly known as Mir Wa‘iz is referred
to as a son of Sayyid Ahmad Bukhiri ;® although it cannot be definitely said that the latter is
identical with 8haikh Farid's father, the nearness of time and the use of the appellation Bhaikh
with the son's name make it quite likely.

These epigraphs are thus quite important in that they furnish new information about Bhaikh
Farid.

IV. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1022, FROM SASARAM

This inscription was first reported by General A, Cunningham, He had found the detached
slab on which it is inscribed at the foot of the Chandan Pir's shrine in Basrim, District Shihibad.
It was evidently on the basis of a rubbing supplied by him that a bare text and English transla-
tion thereof were published by Mr. H. Blochmann without any comment.* The tablet has now
weathered and some of the words have become indistinet ; in particular, the figures indicating
the date, quoted by Blochmann at the foot of the text, are too indistinct to admit of clear deci-
pherment.

The text comprisea three Persian verses and records the construction of a mosque and a
well by ‘All Akbar in the reign of Jahangir in 1613-14, during the governorship of Safdar Eban.
1t is now difficult to locate the moeque and the well.?

" 1 For his career in Gujarat (1606-09) and the buildings constructed by him in that province, tee Professor
M. 8, Commissariat, History of Gujarat, vol. I (Bombay, 1057), pp. 46, 47. For details of his full career, ree ibid, ;
Shih Nowie Ehin, Ma'dghiru'l-Umard, vol. IT (Caloutts, 1560), pp. 633-41 ; H. Blochmann, Eng. tr, A'-i-Akbarf
{Calcutta, 1827), pp. 454-38; List of Mubammadan and Hindu Monuments (LMH), wol. 11 (Caleutta, 1018),
p. 60, ete,

$For his epitaph, see Proceedings of the Asialic Sociely of Bemgal (PASB), 1873, p. 187; LMH, vol. III

(Calcutta, 1822), p, 153; Baghtro'd-Din Abmad, Wagi'df-i.Dara'l-Fubimal.i-Dikll, vol, 11T (Agra, 1019), pp.
151-52 ; H. E. "All Agghar Hikmat, Naggh-i-Parsi bor abjir i-Hind (Tehran, A, H. 1337 ghamsl), p. 113, The
text quoted in Bayyid Abmad Ehin, dghire's-Sonadid (Delhi, 1965), p. 265, has A, H, 1023 for the year of death,
which is a mistake, That he expired in A H, 1025 is also stated by Jahinglr, Tdsuk-i-Jakingir? (Aligarh, 1864),
p. 150,

¥ Published, along with the other inscriptions of Akbar in Bihaz, in the Journal of the Bikar Restarch Society,

Bpecial Issue, 1968, Professor 8. H. Askari Felicitation Volume, pp. 119-38, (This has been listed in ARIE,
1085-88, No, D, 24,—Fd.)

4 PASB, 1876, pp. 10-11. Tt is being edited hore from an old rubbing preserved in the office of the Buperin.
tending Epigraphist, Nagpur.,

$1In Dr. D. E. Patil, The Anliguarian Kemafns in Bibor (Patna, 1963), p, 517, the inscription is statedtobgve
beleaged 4o & small ruined mosque situsted at the foot of the Chandan Shehid Hill,
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The style of writing is N asta‘lig of a fairly good type. The text has been read as under :—
TEXT
Plate II (c)
Gl sl e O Ol ANl gl 5y W e ()
e 435 ORI LU a5 3 s 3 4 a5 le (v)
oy 3 Gl el e il 35 03,5 b iU s ()

perr A

TRANSLATION

(1) In the reign of the king Niiru'd-Din Jahinglr, during the time of the victorious Ehin,!
entitled Safdar,

(2) ‘Ali Akbar constructed & well and a mosque, so that the thirsty (both literally and figura-
tively) may quench their thirst,

(3) As I sought its date (i.e. of construction), Wisdom said, “*(It is meant) for the devotion
of the Nourisher snd the Giver”. Year (A.H.) 1022 (1613-14 A.D.).

The epigraph is bistorically important in that it forms the memento of one of the high Mughal
officials of Bihir. According to the Ma'dthiru'l-Umard, Safder Ebin was the title conferred
along with the tuyil in Bihir upon Mirzi Laghkari, son of S8ayyid Yiisuf Ehin Ridawl, by Jahingir
in the early part of his reign.® He is stated to have received an increase in mangab in the 5th
regnal year,® and was transferred to Eashmir in the 8th regnal year to replace its viceroy Haghim
Khin ¢

The precise official post of Safdar Kban in Bihir is not mentioned anywhere, but his high
mangaband the way in which at least thrice he presented himself before Jahingir having come
from Bihar, with costly presents, between Februsry 1610 and June 1613,* proclaim him to be a
high imperisl officer in the province. But he does not appear to have governed Bihir, as from
Jahiingir's own account, the governorship of that province was tiansferred from Islim Ebin to
Afdal Ehin (son of Abu'l-Fadl) in the 3rd regnal year and the latter held the said, charge upto
the two-thirds of the 7th regnal year (about the 15t December 1612), when he was succeeded by
Zafar Khin.* The latter governed Bihir until the beginning of the 8th regnal year or to be
exact, until sbout the 15th April 1615, when he was replaced by Ibrahim Eban,”

Now since according to Jahangir himself, Safdar Ehin was transferred as (or rather promoted
to be) the governor of Kashmir towards the close of the 8th regnal year,* when Ibrihim Ebin was

! Blochmann, in PASE, 1878, p. 11, takes ‘Ehin-i-Sarwar’as the nam® proper of §afdar KEfin, which is incorrect

*In the first yoar of Shih Jahin's reign, he received the title of §af.ghikan Ehin, Forthisand his subssquen
carger under Jahlinglr and Bhik Jabin, see ghih Nawiz Ehin, op. cit,, vol, II, pp. 736-38 ;
sl PP Blochmann, op. eil.,

* The exace date of this was 7th Mubarram 1019 or 22nd March 1610. See Jahiingtr, op, cit

. . op. cil., pp, B0-81,

4 fhih Nawtz Ehiin, op. eil., vol. I1, p, 736, puts this in the 6t regnal year, but according to Jahlingtr bimeslf
{op. cil,, p. 125), this was on the 6th Day of the 8th regnal year or 14th Dhu'l-Qa‘da 1022 (16th December 1613).

s Jahnglr, op.cil., pp. 79, 80-81, 97, 88, 118,

* Ibid., p. 113,

" Ibid., p. 139,

* Ihid., p. 125,
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SOME INSCRIPTIONS OF JABANGIR IN BIHAR U

still the governar,! there should be no doubt that he never governed Bihilr in a substantive capacity.
Tt thus follows that Safder Kbin must have been one of the principal Jagirdirs in the province.

As regards ‘Alf Akbar, we have no precise information. He may have been, if not a brother
of Safdar Khan, at least his trusted officer. According toa new contemporary inscription which
1 have discovered recently at Khurramibid near Sasirim—it was too late to include it in this
article—one Sayyid ‘All Akbar constructed a mosque, palace, caravansara and & bridge during
AH. 1021-23. In all probability, he and ‘All Akbar of the epigraph under study are one and
the same person. The inscription under reference, found not far from Sasirim, the finds pot of
the inscription under study, would also suggest that ‘All Akbar was posted in some official
capacity or held a jagir in the neighbourhood.*

V. INSCRIPTION, DATED AH. 1022(7), FROM EAHALGAON

This epigraph was discovered by me in 1959 during an exploration tour of Bhagalpur distriet.?
Tt is inscribed on a detached tablet of black basalt stone measuring 50 by 22 cms., which is now kept
in the mosque of Mahalla Paithanpura in Kahalgion. The slab being of irregular shape and un-
even surface, the text is written on & portion flattened out, but not quite smoothened, snd hence
the letters are not as neatly carved as generally they are. It is moreover carelessly engraved,
the style of writing being somewhat cursive Nasta'lig. Originally, the slab seems to have been a
part of some ornamented pillar of door-frame, as carvings in some flowered and geometrical
designs may still be seen on ita reverse.

The text runs into four lines of Persian and records the construction of a fort built in the
name of prophet Muhammad during the governorship of Nawwib Zafar Ehin and under the
supervision of Nir Muhammad Gilavi in 1613. It has been read as follows :—

TEXT

Plate 1T (a)

A5 &l (y)
oo 3 oade 31 o Sl Jgey dae Spas gl AF ol (r)
aaslly G das 5 o alisl OL B Gl Jas 53 ()
verr e el WU G 22T (o)

1 He was tranaferred from Bibir in about April 1817 (itid., p. 185).

% Jahiinglr mentions an official *Mir "All Akbar® twice in bis account of his 4th and 5th regnal years—one ‘All
Akbar, (ibid., pp. T8, 88) and one 'All Akbar, s surgeon attending upon him in the 13th regnal year (ibid., p. 264),
The terms Mir and Sayyid, as is well known, being vsually synonymous, it may not be unlikely that Mir ‘AN,
Akbar is identical with the person mentioned in the Khurramibid, if not also the Basirim inscription, Agajn,
mmhﬂmhmmﬂdmcﬂyhm“ﬂrquhﬂum inseription, and may be identical
with hjm. Unfortunately, Jahingir does not give any details and therefore, it is difleult to make any poaitive
jdentification,—Ed,

# This inscription waa listed in ARIE, 1062-83, No, D, 23, from a rubbing recejved from Bhri ¥, C. Bingh
Sanjor Deputy Colloctar, Bhigalpur District, on 10 January 1963, 1ta date was doubtfully read and enmunju.u:[
4o Bhri Singh, as AH. 1199, afar, 4, though in & subsequent communication sent to him in March 1963, be wan
informed that Zafar Ehin of the inscription ocould be jdentical with Zafar Ehiin, governor of Bibir under
Jnhingle between A.H, 1021 and 1024, but the correct reading of the yoar (read doubtfully in the report ss AH,
1012) be ascertained oither by examining the tablet or getting a cloar rubbing. Unfortunately, the rubbing sent
by Dr, Ahmad is also not very distinct.—xa,

—_—e
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TRANELATION

(1) Allih is Great.

(2) This fort, in the name of* Muhammad the revered Messenger of Allib, may Alish’s peace
and salutations be on him,

(3) was constructed during the governorship of Nawwib Zafar Ehin (and) under the superin-
tendence of the humble creature, Nir Muhammad Gilini.

(4) Written on the date, month of Safar 1022 (March-April 1613).

Zafar Khin, the governor, during whose tenure the inscription was set up, is a renowned Mu ghal
official ; his father Zain Khin Koka was a foster-brother of Akbar. He was appointed as the
viceroy of Bihir in the Tth year of Jahingir's reign, or to be exact on or about the 17th Bhawwil
1021 (1st December 1612). In this first appointment of his as a viceroy, Zafar Khin came upto
Jahingir's expectations which the Iatter had given expression to while making the appointment
in response to the former’s wishes.* He showed great initiative and ability, for he was the first
Mughal viceroy of Bihir —leaving aside the brief military campaign of 8hihbaz EKhin —to invest
Hokriulesh (the present Chotd Nigpur area) which was yet unreduced. Ibrihim Ehiin (later an
Fath Jang), the succeeding Mu ghal governor, had only completed what had been begun by Zafar
Ehiin.

The account of Zafar Khiin's expedition against Kokridesh, which is an important event in
the provincial history of Bihir under Jahingir, is not mentioned by contemporary or later Mughal
historians, some of whom like the authors of the Pidghah Nama and the ‘Alamgir Nama give a
full account of the subsequent expeditions, in the region, of Ibrikim Khin, Bha'ista Ehin and
Di'id Ehin® But Mirzi Nathan, in his valuable memoir, viz. the Buhdristan-i-Ghaibi, gives an
interesting account of the event. The fort was constructed by Zafar Ehin, most probably, as
part of the preparation for the conquest of Kokridesh. It seems that in attacking Kokridesh,
the Ehin also made use of the less-frequented and difficult route throngh the Kharagpur hills.

The Bahdristin, in describing Zafar Kban's rather hasty attempt to get the viceroyalty of
Bengil, also provides a piece of information of some administrative significance, about the order
of precedence in matters of superior appointments in Bengil and Bihar. As such, and being
the only source of information on this phase of Zafar Ehin's career, some extracts from it will
not be out of place here: “It was laid down in the imperial regulations that when the
Subahdir of Bengal died, the highest imperial officer who stayed at Mungyr was to take
charge of that office ; if there be no man of this position at Mungyr, then the Bubahdir of Bihar
should go to Bengal."* Accordingly, in 1613, on the death of Islim Khin, the famous governer
of Bengil and the founder of the capital at Dacca {Jahingirnagar), Zofar Ebin who was then
engaged in the expedition against Eokridesh, hastened to Jahdngirmagar and reported the matter
to the emperor. But the emperor who had, in the meantime, received reports from the Diwin,

! The dedication of a fort to the Prophet, though not quite unknown, is rather uncommaon,

* Jahinglr, op. uil., p. 113,

*Jahinglr, while referring to the conquest of the region—Kokhra’—by Zafar Khin’s s Thrihim
Klin does refor o the expeditions of the carlisr governors. He says! ‘....uhis province and river were in
possession of. . ......Durjan Sil and although the governars of the Siba frequontly sent armies against him
and went there thermslves, on account of difScult roads and thick jungles, they contented themselves with taking
bwe or three dismuads and left him undisturbed (Jabingtr, op. «il,, p. 154). Jubingr alsogives a hrief
tion of the region,—Fd, oy

M. I, Borah, Eng. tr, Bahgristin-i-@haibi, vol, T(Gauhati, 1036), p, 257,
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Bakhshf and news-writers of Bihir that Zafar Kbin was on the verge of defeating the Raji of
K okridesh and could have secured from him diamonds weghing 32 mithqals as tribute if he had
continued the siege for two weeks more, was much displeased and sent peremptory orders directing
him to return to his charge.! Zafar Elan returned to Bibir and started preparaticns for re-
investing the fort of the Riji, but he was struck by a serious illness which paralysed Lalf of his
body. The Disedn and the Bakbshisgain reported the matter to the emperor who out of compas-
sion sent two of his personal physicians to Patna to attend to his ailment.* Jahingir, who ordered
his recall from Bihar in his 10th regnal year —or on or about the 12th Rabi® 1 (1st April 1615)
to be exact —does not assign any reason for it, but from the above account of Mirza Nathan the

real reason can be easily guessed.?
As regards Niir Muhammad Gilani under whose sugervision the fort was bult, vo inforn:.ation
s available. The date-figure is partly mutilated, but it is probably 1021 or 1022 (February 1612-
February 1614); Zafar Ehin, it may be noted, was appointed early in 1612 wnd recalled early
in 1615,
V1. INSCRIPTION, DATED .AH. 1026, FROM GAYA

The slab bearing this inscription is fixed in the facade of the Shabi mosque in Mahalla Nidirganj
in (layi town.* Measuring 75 by 50 cms., it is inscribed in beautiful Nasta'lig churacters, with
a five-line text in Persian prose, recording the construction of a mosque throngh the blessings
of the saint Shaikh Barmazid and by the efforts of Mirak Husain al-Bakbshi al-Ehwifl in the reigu
of Jahingir, in the 12th regnal year corresponding to AH. 1026 (1617 A.D.\

The text has been read as follows : —

TEXT

Plate I (a)
syl peete gl Sl @b oRel el cdele UL 53 ()
il Sl ol ps AR gl Ole¥l y Jadl Gaendl p 80 s (1)
Gipe gt o ooV g e S ol sl e @lls st ST gl ()
Sl il e &5 SV pame Gl 9 B L0 15 3 (e ()
edady Wl ey gova A Gl @Kk el g Al 53 (o)
TRANSLATION

(1) During the reign of the exalted emperor, the lord of the necks of the people, the master
of gqneruait.y,

! Borah, op, cil. p. 258,

® Ibid., p. 262.

% For biographical details, see H. Beveridge, Eng, tr, Abbor Ndma (Calcutta, 1021), p. 710; Jahiagir, op. a.,
pp. 48, 53, 80, 61, 70, 70, 107, 113, 139, 512 ; Shih Nawiz KEhin, op. cil., vol. II, pp. T65-C6; Blechmann, op. eil,,
pp. 68880 ; Borah, op. cil., pp. 267-58, 202-62 ete,

s ARIE, 1960-81, Ko, I, 7,
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(2) and kindness, one who is renowned for justice and benevolence, Abua'l-Mugzafar-Niro'd-

Din Jahingir Badghab,
(3) son of Akbar Badshih, may Allih perpetuate his kingdom, the construction of this mosque,
by the grace of the attention of the asylum of sanctity,Shaikh Barmazid,

(4) (and) by the efforts of the pride of the Vazirs, the essence of Tihd and Yasin,' the com-
pendium of perfection, Mirak Husain al-Ehwifl, the Bakhahi,

(5) was completed in the 12th year of Jahingir's accession, corresponding to A, H. 1026
(1617 A. D).

This is quite an important inscription. It is one of the very few Muslim records to be found
in the district. 1t is the second epigraph bearing the name of a Muslim king to be found at Gayi,
the first heing an inscription in Sanskrit set up in V. 8. 1429 in the time of Firiiz Tughlug.* Itis,
as in the case of the epigraph of Safdar Ebiu (No.IV, supra), the only memento on stone of Mirak
Husain who was the Bakhghi of Bihar. Tt is difficult to say what connection with Gayd —a majal of
the province under Akbar - he had ; Gayi does not appear to have enjoyed at any time the status
of a capital-place. Likewise, it is rather surprising that though Mirak Husair was an official of im-
portance urder Jahingir, having been appointed Bakhghi and War'‘a-nawis of the province in
1615, as will be seen presently and for more than a century to come his descendants are stated to
have held the post of Bakhshi under the Mughals, only very prominent events of his career are
known.? Among these, those reluting to his appointment to and transfer from Bihar, which took
place respectively in the middle of April 1615 and in about October 1617 have been referred to anly
by Jahangir in his Memoirs,* and it was during this period that the construction of the mosque
took place,

Another important personage mentioned in the epigraph is Bhaikh Barmazid, who is referred
to as a saintly person. He seems to have been held in great reverence hy Mirak Husain as is
implied by the epigraph. While unfortunately nothing much is known about him, there is an
interesting reference to him in & near contemparary Malfiiz of 8 17th century saint of Bihir, naumely
Shih Ruknn'd-Din Shattirl. According to this, Bhaikh Barmazid was a disciple of Shah Taju’d-
Din hattir, and Riji Min Singh was very much devoted to him. When the Riji defeated
‘Abdu'r-Rahim Siir, & Pathin chief of Bihiir, he took over all his personal possessions, including
& copy of the Ma'danw’l-4sriir, a standard work on the principles and practices of the8hat.&ri order.
The manuscript was presented by the Rija to Shaikh Barmazid. Later, when ‘Abdu'r-Rabim
recovered his aren he demanded back the manuscript, but the saint was not inclined to return it,
ont of reverence for the work. The matter was then referred to Shih ‘Ala'u’d-Din Bhattdsd, an
ancestor of Shih Ruknn'd-Din, who advised Shaikh Barmazid to get a copy made for his
use and return the manuscript to its owner.

V1I. INSCRIPTION, DATED A_H. 1032, FROM CHAMPANAGAR (BHAGALPUR)

This inscription is fixed over the central mijrdb in the facade of the domed mausoleum of an
unknown saint, situated in Champinagar, a suburb of Bhigalpur town. The mausoleum, locally

1 The apithet is used in regard to Bayyids who claim descent from the Prophet,

% Indian Antiguary, vol, XXII, p. 314, At Kiko in Jah&nibid sub-division of Gayi district also, there
ar & coupls of inscriptions (ARIE, 1960-61, Nos, D, 5-8).

® For details of these, see Shah Nawiz Ebin, op, «it., vol, I, pp. 230-60,

4 Jahiingtr, op. cil., pp. 145, 109, I owe the identification of and references to Mirak Husain to Shri A,
A, Kidirf of the office of tho Superintonding Epigraphist, Nagpur,



o L reiBhg b Mgt dgisibve, |7 g g S
- ur.n..l

R
. ._.e-r""’i!‘.-
Bpe ‘,JM X ‘I i ;. :- )

) A ) e ntivnl w2 W TR ety H) ~

.-- ! L
i iy o 1 WA A T8

_-__“_ _‘.'J-.- l“-‘-ﬂ—-—l—.--—-—-—-'——

"~¢‘¢v.‘-f‘“~“‘ ‘k. \. /d a;



Prate 111
(a) Insoription, dated A. H. 1026, from Gay3 (p. 9)
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called the Tomb of Makhdim Sakib,? is built on a squarish brick platform on an elevated mound,
and comprises a single chamber, containing one stone, and two brick, tombs, covered by a big
dome with three eliptical bands over it. The walls under the dome, are, comparatively, low and
quite plain, The western part of the building, inclnding a portion of the dome, the platform and
the walls, has fallen partly due to the erosion of tae Champinila woich flows beneath it. Tra-
dition has it that this nalé forms the old viscarded bed of the main river, (Ganges, und in olden doys,
big mercantile boats, which sailed down it, often got drowned at this spot. By way of propitiation,
a wealthy merchant bailt the mausoleum after which the accidents stoppea. But according to
the epigraph, the mausoleum was built, as will be seen presently, by a Mughal official.

The inscriptiona! slab measures 67 by 56 cmis., and contains a four-line text, which except for
the First Creed, is in Persian. The First Creed, inscribed at the top, is followed by the names of
the first four Caliphs, written inside a lined panel, while tlie main historical portion occupying the
last two lines records the construction of the mausolenm by Khwija Abmad Samarqandi during
his tennre as the Faujdir of the sarkdr of Monghyr in 1622-23. It also states that the Kiiwija
Tindl heen posted at Monghyr by the orders of Prince Parviz, son of emperor Jahdnglr,

The text is executed partly in Naskh and partly in Nasta'lig characters of a tolerably good
ype—

TEXT

Plate T (b)
D) Jamy dae & Y ALY ()

ate 3 by Olte as Bl By Sl e dle Bl By gt S ()

agay Al p5 e

ARk 518 o2 Oldle

il T aysis 4535 ot Soles sl 4 3 W] KD B e yMa g Zadi (¢)

33 8 o~ ok vy A

TRANSLATION

(1) There i¢ no god but Allih, Muhammad is His Prophet.

1 {RIE, 1955-56, No, D, #0, [Its text was first published by Blochmann in P.48B, 1873, p, 200, where it is
reported to have bren *foand by General Canningham at the Dargah ealled the Maskan-i-Barari or domicils of
virtues™ where soms Sanni “Makhdum' or saint is buried”, Tis text was also published in Epigraphia Indica, vol.
11 (Caleutta, 1584), p. 28,
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(2) Abd Bakr Siddiq, may Ailah be pleased with him ; ‘Umar Firiig, may Allih be pleased
with him ; ‘Uthmén, may Allih be pleased with him ; ‘A%, may Allsh illumine his face(with
mark of approbation).

(3) When (this) weakest of Allih’s creatures, Khwija Ahmad Samargandi, had, under orders
of the Nawwib of holy titles, the prince of the people of the world, namely 8hih Parviz (son of)
Jahingir,

(4) came to (render) the service of the faujdari of Munger (Monghyr), he had the good fortune
to build this structure of the illumined mausoleum. Year (A. H.) 1032, one thousand (and) thirty-
two (1622-23 A.D.),

The epigraph thus belongs to the time of Prince Parviz's viceroyalty of Bihir. He was ap-
pointed governor of the province in the 16th year of Jahingir's reign (1621), but most probably,
he did not come to Bihir or if at all he came, he stayed there for a very short period.!

No information is available about Ehwija Abmad Bamargandi, beyond that stated in the
epigraph, which is thus historically important. The epigraph provides the mew information
that at the time of the date of the record, the Ehwija was the Faujdir of the the Monghyr sarkir,

Monghyr town, which gives the name to the sarkar, was a place of strategic importance in
early days. Being situated on the bank of the Ganges at a point where the Eharagpur hill-range
closes in from the south, it commands both the land and the river routes to the east and the west.
Its strategic situation made it an important military outpost of the Bengil Sultins whose western
boundary it marked as late as the first quarter of the 16th century. Under the Mughals too, it con-
tinued to be an important fortress, and served for long as the point d' appwi of their forces in their
struggle ageinst the Afghins and also formed the headquarters of the sarkar, It was the headquar-
ters of Prince Shuja* during his governorship of Bihir, and figured prominently in the War of Suc-
cession. Probably, in the reign of Farrukh Siyar, the sarkir was renamed as Barkir-i-Farrukh-
nagar, as evidenced by several farmdns in the Monghyr Collectorate Records, which mention this
name along with the old one.

No information is available about the saint for whom the mausoleum was built. Unfor-
tunately the epigraph also does not shed any light on the identity of the saint. A local gentleman,
Mubammad Jdris,* informed me that considerable jdgir lands were attached to the shrine for its
upkeep, and that several sanads relating to these grants were in the custody of a local Homeopath
physician. Unfortunately I could not contact him. But if this be true, these documents may
throw some light on the identity of the saint.

VIII. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1035, FROM BARH

The tablet bearing thie inscription which measures 55 by 20 cme. is fixed over the central door-
way in the facade of the mosque in Birh, a sub-divisional headquarters in Patnd district,? On

* ¥or the inseription, dated A, H, 1036 (1626 A, D,), mentioning Parviz's name and recurding the comstrar.
tion of & mosque iu Patnk by his subordinate Nagar Ehwishgl, see ETAPS 1966, p, 9,

'Hum-hmhﬂphlmmhmmmtﬂmmu;.ndi take this epportunity of ack-
nowledging my thanks to him,
* ARIF, 1955-56, No, D, 71,

*
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either side, over the right and left doorways, are two other slabs containing only religicas texts.”
The text of the epigraph under study consista of three lines, of which tbe first is taken up by the
First Creed while the remaining two have a Fragment of #wo Persian verses, recording the cons-
truction of 8 mosque by two brothers Shaikh Msbmild and Mas'did, during the reign of Jahingir,
in 1625-26.

The style of writing of the First Creed is Naskh, while that of the Persian Fragment is Nasta'-
lig, of & fairly good type iu both the cases. The text has been read as under :—

TEET

Plate I1 (b)

@l ey ez 3 Y] Y (y)
Sgred 3 dpef dpes 42 Uy ANl iy L A (1)
sk i N W oz Pl @l Ju pies g ()
TEANSLATION

(1) There is no god but Allih, Mubammad is His Prophet.

(2) In the reign of the king, Niiro’d-Din Jubingir, this mosque of Mahmild and Mas‘dd
(or fine and auspicious mosque)® was built.
(3) AsIsought the year of its construction, W isdom said, “Say, it is (built) by Shaikh Mahmid.

The second part of the last hemistich forming the chronogram yields A. H. 1035 (1625-26
A. D.) as the date of construction.

It will be seen that the chronogram mentions only the name of Shaikh Mahmiid as the builder,
butin the corresponding hemistich of the first verse the name of (Bhaikh) Mas'@d, his brother, is
also mentioned. It appears from ao old family genealogy that Mahmud and Mas‘id weze brothers
and that the family claimed descent from Imam Taj Muhammad Faqih, the progenitor of the cele-
rated Maneri saints. Tt also appears from an Old Court Proceedings® dated 1839, that8haikh Mas-
“fid was granted 728 bighas of rent-free land in mauzas Syedpur Chunaria and Syedpur Barsiwin
in pargana Ghiyaspur (comprising parts of the present Barh sub-division) in the reign of Jahingtr,
When resumption proceedings were started regarding these lands, the successors of Shaikh Mas‘iid
stated that since the original grant, several other confirmatory farmdns and sanads, including a
farman of Shab Jabin dated the 7th Ehurdad of the 3rd regnal year and a sanad of the famous
Vaazir 8a‘du’llih Khin, had been issued to them and they had been in continuous possession of the
lands. The original farman, it was stated, had been burnt in a fire ; but the otkers were in their

possession and were produced in the Court as exhibits.

1 ARIE, 1055.56, Nos, D, 69.70,

# There in & pun on theso two words which may bo taken to indicate the names of the brothers and also
to qualify the building,

* I am obliged to the Iate Qizi Ssyeed Bahib of Patod for making available to me the Court Proceedings
and & copy of the gencalogy.
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8haikh Mabmid died childless. He was buried somewhere near the mosque and the detached
epitaph of his tomb is now let in the outer side of the compound wall of his mosque.’ According
toit,he died in A. H. 1038 (1638-29 A.D.) or three years after he built the mosque. It also
appears from its text that he had performed pilgrimage of the Holy Cities.

' ARIE, 196568, No, D, 72,



INSCRIPTIONS OF SHAH JAHAN FROM MADHYA PRADESH
By M. F, Knax
Epigraphical Assistant

A few Mughal inscriptions of the time of emperors Akbar and Jahingir from Madhya Pradesh
were studied by my colleague Shri 8, A. Rahim, formerly Epigraphical Assistant and now Lee-
turer, Arts, and Science Cellege, Aurangabad in the last issue of this Journalt In this article,
I propose to study nine inscriptions of Shih Jahan copied in the past few years from various
places of the Milwa region which has now been merged in the present state of Madhya Pradesh,
These range in their dates from 1431 to 1657,

Malwa is the name generally given to the territory Iving between the great Vindhvas on the
south,which forms a point just south of Gwilior on the north, the ridge running from sonth to
north and starting from Bhilsi, on the cast, and Rijputing on the west.2 The region rose to
considerable prominence in the beginning of the eleventh century under the illustrions Paramira
rulers. The first Muslim inroad into the region seems to have been made in 1233 under Htutmish.
But it was effectively occnpied, under' Aliu'd-Din EhaljT, whose commander* Ainu'l-Mulk annexed
it to the Delhi Sultanate, The last of the imperial governors under the succeed ing Tughlug dy-
nasty® wos Diliwar Khin Ghori who' later became mdependant and founded the kingdom of
Malwi, which was, according to emperor Bibur, the fourth most important kingdom of
Hindustin, Bibur occupied part of Milwa in 1526, and about a decade later, hjs son and SUCCessor
Humiyiin, attacked Bahidur Shah of Gujarit and drove him out of Milwi, defeating him
snccessively at Mandasor and Miandu. Sher Shah, the founder of the Siir dynasty,
obtained possession of various places of the region, namely Gwilior, Mindu, Sarangpur,
Bhilsii, and Riisen, and appointed Shuja’al Khiin as viceroy.* As an independent provinge
under Akbar, its houndaries extended to Bandhaw (Rewd) in the east, Marwir on the north,
Baglini on the south and Gujarit and Ajmer on the west.  Malwa commanded special impor-
tance from its position on the great route along which Mughal armies marched from

Delhi to Decean.®
L. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1040, FROM SARANGPUR y

The earliest record of this group is from Sirangpur.* Situated on the east bank of the Kili
Sind river in 23°34" and 76° 29°, Sirangpur was under Sirang Singh Khichfin 1298 and it was from
him that it received its present name, 1ln 1526 it was wrested from Mabmiid Khalji of Milwa by
Rani Sangi of Chitor, but during the confusion caused by the invasion of Bihur, it soon fell to
Malli Khin whose attempts to assume independence were foiled by Sher 8hah, and was placed by

——

! Epigraphia Indica Arabic and Persian Supplement (EIAPS), 1088, pp. G168,

* Imperial Gasateer (IG) (Oxford, 1908), vol. TX, pp. 322.23,

* For the history of the MAlwi Snltdns, mew Dr. T, N, Day, Mrdieval Malwa (Delhi, 1963).

* For & description and brief history of Malwii, pleass ses 1@, vol, IX, pp. 33840 ; vol, XVII, pp. 10304,
¥ For Abu'l-Fadl's description of the Milwi riiba, seo ATu-i- AbbarT, vol, 1 (Caleutts, 1572), pp. 45573

% Ananal Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 1063-84, Xo. D, 132,

(15}
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the latter vader Shuja'al Ehin.t On the fall of the Biir dynasty, it passed on to Biz Bahddur and
with his defeat in 1562 by Akba.:, to the Mughals. It was then made the chief town of the Sirang-
pur sarkar.t

The epigraph, engraved on a slab measuring 43 by 43 cms., is fixed on the central mikrab of the
Qal‘a-ki-Masjid. Its twelve-line text is in Arabic with the exception of one Persian conplet con-
taining the chronogram for the date, and is inscribed in fairly good Naskh script. Tt records the
construction of a mosque in 1631 in the reign of Bhih Jahin, by Bayyid Khwaja Sibir,son of
Ehwija-i- Higéri, known as Naghi Khiin, under the supervision of Ehwija Phiil, and further
mentions Hifiz Shaikh Di'iid as the scribe. The text is particularly remarkable for its highly
florid language and the high-sounding titles used for both the Mughal emperor and the builder.

The record is historically important on account of its association with one of the most promi-
nent Mughal noblemen, who ultimately came to hold, under 8hih Jahin, the rank of 7000 personal
and 7000 horse, the highest a nobleman could aspire in those days.* He acquitted himself credi-
tably in Milwi and in Deccan and was subsequently awarded the titles of Ehin-i-Daurdn Nusrat
Jang. He was made viceroy of Malwi in Dhu'l-Qa‘da 1041, while our inseription
is dated exactly an year earlier. This would mean that Nasiri Khin was connected with
Sirangpur even pefore he became viceroy of Milwi. It is not unlikely that he had Lis jagir at
that place.! It may be of interest to know that it was from Sarangpur that Nagiri Kbin pro-
ceeded to chastise Bhagirath Bhil in the fort of Khata-Kherl.* Though his tenure as viceroy of
the province is not exactly specified he seems to have continued in the post, while doing active
service in Deccan and elsewhere, until his death.* Another epigraphical record of the time

of his viceroyalty is found et Ujjain ; it is dated 1639-40 and is studied in following lines
{p. 20 imfra,

A= to Khwija Phiil, who discharged supervisory duties for the construction, T have not
been able to identify him. From the text, it would would appear that he was in the employ of

the Khin.

The inscription is being edited here from the estampage preparsd in the course of the official
tour of Shri W. H. Siddiqi, Renior Epigraphical Assistant.

Tts text is as under :—

TEXT

Plate IV (a)

de &l W WY e g S e )
rm l.lﬁ el e il Ji &l dJ"J[”]' (v)

116G, vol. XXII, pp. 959-60. =

* hid., p. 96 ; Abu’1-Fadl, op. cil., p. 461.

* Mubammad §&lib, * Amal.i-8ali}, yol. TIT (Calentta, 1939), p, 449,

* For details of his career, see ibid. and ‘Abdu'l-Hamid, Badgak Nima, vols. T & IT ( Calcutts, 1887 and
1888}, Index under Nagirt Khiin and Khin Daurin; Shih Nawisz Ebin, Ma'atdirs’l-Umarg, vol. T (Calomtta,
1888), pp. 749-58.

& *Abdu’l-Hamid, op, cit., vol. 1, part T, p, 449,

* Thia has been detailed in court chronicles of *Abdu’l-Hamid snd others, but wa have alss an epigraphical
ercord of his conquest of Udgir in 1036, for which see Epigraphia Indo. Moslemicn, 162930, p, 22,

* This ia ariginally, though wrongly, 8o jnscribed, An effort seems to have been made to carrect it by serap-:
yiog of the definite article,
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Prate IV INSCRIPTIONS OF SHIHJAHAN FROM MADHYA PRADESH

{ Prates IV-VII )
(a) Iuscnpt.mn 4’mt¢1 A. H 1040, fmm Samngnul' fp 15]
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(b) Epigraph, dated A.H, 1044, from Maheshwar (p. 19)
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el A gyl e JW S dual eedl @ WA ()
2 dixd et i g Ukl dadl Gl i) oe (#)
oYl sl KU QUG 3 el oSl Bl 0Ly (o)
ALl ol Oladadl 9 Ly ceddl GUT .l OWY) g (3)
Gl @l Wlal Ol W GWE OLAl wale (L)
sadl Odme oYl g STV 9 Bl A olaldl as (A)
G pim o) aibe Aslad Ol s sladl LE OlaYl 9 debeddl 9 (3)
Jigml 3Y gl pldsed] it plidal Ol s piali 5 apaall (solan dalss ()
s r AU Jast s ()
pRdl 3 does 25l A2 Gl rué',&‘iﬂdh Ll 53
a3ls :a_..*.hk.. ads” (yv)
TRANSLATION
(1) In the name of Allih the Beneficent, the Merciful, There is no god but Allih, Muhammad

(2) is the Prophet of Alldh. Tho Prophet, may peace be upon him, has said, “He who talks
of the affairs of

{3) the world in the mosque, Allih renders useless all the good deeds he may have done in
forty years”. Completed was

(4) this noble and auspicious edifice on the st of the wonth of Shawwil, in

(5) the time of the government of the magnificent king and the respected Khiqau, the estab-
lisher of peaco
(6) and security, the destroyer of innovation, oppression and tyranny, Abu'l-Muzafar

(7) Sahibu’l-Qirin a’th-Thani (lit. the Second Lord of Conjunction) Shih Jahin Badshak
Ghazi. (And) the builder is Bidsh

(#) the chief of the chiefs, the pride of the tribos, fathers and forefathers, the mine of
generosity,

(9) bravery and benevolence, one who is full of modesty and faith, Khwaja Sibir, son of
His Holiness

(10) Ehwija Higiri, better known as Nagiri Khin, under the supervision of the best amongst
the servants of the progeny of the Prophet (namely)
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(11) Khwija Phiil. Chronogram : Verse :

No uninitiated (lit. raw) petson can attain the state of a pefectly initiated (lit. ripe) one,
The (word) khaim (meaning completed) forms the date of coustruction of the mosque. And
there be peace.

(12) Tuscribed by Hitiz Shaikh Da'id.

The yeur is afforded by the chronogrammatic word khaim contained in line 11 which yields
A.H.1040. The mosque was thus completed on 1st Shawwil 1040 (23rd April 1631).

II. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1044, FROM MAHESHWAR

The tablet bearing the secoud inscription, found by me during my official visit to Muheshwar
in West Nimar district, in December 1966, is fixed on the right side of the central mifrab of the
wosque locally known Shihi-Masjid in Mghalla Jalilpurd near the Bazir-Chawk.! Maheshwar,
an important place of Hindu pilgrimage, is situated in 23° 11' N aud 75° 36" E, amilst
picturesque surroundings on the north bank of the Narbada river. It was regarded an important
froutier post dming the time of the Sultins of Milwa, and under Akbar, it was the headquarters of
a mahdl.? Of the time of the ‘atter, there is an inscription here, in the form of a visitor's record, of
the fawous Mir Muliammad Ma‘giim Naml of Bhakkar.?

The tablet measures 60 by 38 cms. and contaius five lines of writing in Persian. Uulike in
the case of most of the epigraphs, the text is iucised on the stone. The style of writing, which is
somewhat affected by weather, is fine Nasta*lig. Incidentally, there is u curious mistake in the
spelling of the title of the emperor, The epigraph refers to the reign of hah Jabin, and to the
governorship of Sharif Ehin and records the completion of some edifice—the mosque, if the
tablet is in sifu, which however, is not certain—through the efforts of Mir Baqi Hisdri in 1634,
The figure giving the year is damaged but it is in all prul:ahilit-}- A H.1044,

This record is important in that it refers to one Sharif Khin, the governor of the region, who
is almost if not completely, ignored by contemporary historians. This Sharif Khin is not to be
confused with his far more celebrated name-sake Sharii Khin Amire’l-Umeari, as the latter had
expired o few years before the date of the record under study.® It is also difficult to say if he is
identical with Sharif Ehin who is wentioned in contemporary chronicles in counection with the
award of increase in rank on several occasions.> In A. H. 1042, 1.0, about & year and a half
before the date of the present record, he is stated to have received the rauk of 1000 personal and
GO0 liorse, It is also not certain if the reference in the epigraph is to Sharif Khin's tenure of
governorship of Milwi or of the sarkdr of Mandu® in which Maheshwar, the findspot of the epigraph,
was then sitnated. Very likely, the reference is to the latter, for, at the time of the record, EKhin
Dauriin had been continuing as viceroy of the region” and moreover, if Sharif Khin had held this
post, he should have been mentioned in historical works. Anyway, the epigraph provides new
information about the local history of Maheshwar. The identity of Mir Baqi Higarl, a Sayyid,
cannot be satisfactorily established. He must have been assoviated with Maheshwar in some
administrative capacity or the other,

v ARIE, 1066-67, No, D, 115,
1 Abu'L-Fagl, op. cit., p. 464,

% ARIE. 1966-67, No. D, 115, Tt has been published by Professet Dr. B. D, Vermd - .
sion Volume (Bombay, 1938), pp. 265.67. | % AR:Cardesil Costssmmora

 Bhih Nawiz Khin, op, eil,, vol, II {Calcutta, 1800), p. 153,

# *Abdu’l-Hamid, op, eil., vol. T, part I, pp, 119, 253, 477, 542,

® Abn 1-Fadl, op, eil., p. 464,

* The Ujjain inseription set up during his governorship is dated A, H. 1049 (p. 20, infra),
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Thetext of the record is deciphered s under :—
TEXT

Plate IV (b)

A A ()
Span et 33 upp Al dOY1 mn st g EOW (r)
Ol enle dag (si0.) pllliled jilad) pl ) U5 AW i (r)
S0 ol Wl @i Jes 30 @l Wlal Sl Bl GU (v

diey il gobam SU o M cobe sldal 5 O Gt (o)

TRANSLATION

(1) Allah is Great.

(2) On the 17th of the mouth of Rabiu'l-Awwal, year (A1) 1044 (?) (31st August 1634)
in tho reigu of His Excellency

(3) the refuge of the Caliphate, the shadow of God, Abu’l-Muzaffar Bhihabu'd-Din Mulamued
Sihib Qirin-i-

() ThiniShih Jahin Bidshih Ghizi, during (the time of) the governorship of the hnublest
servaut of this court,

(5) Sharif Khin and under the supervision of the asylum of chiefship (1.0 Sayyvid) Mir
Bagl Hisdrd, (this edifice—mosque ?) was completed.

III. INSCRIPTION, DATED A, H. 1049, FROM UJJAIN

The third inscription, which was copied from Ujjain by Shri W. H. Siddigi, is fixed over the
gate called Nadi-Darwizas, leading to the river Sipri.t  Ujjain, regarded as one of the seven citios
of Indis savred to the Hindus, was taken by IHtutmizsh in 1235 and since then it continued under
Muslini rule till the eighteentl century. Under Akbar it was made the chief town of the Milwa
provinee.?

The inscriptional tablet measures 65 by 30 cuns. aud contains four lines of Persian verse and
prose which is carved in relief in Nasfa'lig. The calligraphy is of no particular merit, but the
quality of verse is quite good. The record states that the gate - — evidently the same as the one
now called Nadi-Darwiiza on which it appears - — was coustructed under the supervision of 8idi
*Azlz during the govervorship of Khin-i-Danrin Bahidur and reign of emperor 8hih Jahiin in
163940,

The present record shows that Khin-i-Daurin continued to be the governor of Milwi, though
at the time of the record he was on active service in Deccan and elsewhere. Bidi ‘Aziz, who was

! ARIE,1963-64, No. D, 150, For other inscriptions of Ujjain, see ibid., Nus, D, 147-49, 161-67,
216, vol, XXIV, pp. 114,
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in charge of the construction, is not known to us, He was apparently an official . This mention
of an Abyssiniau official of the Mughals is not without interest.

The text reads as follows: —

TEXT

Plate V(a)

Al gt OF Ol Jls s g (1)
e (S O 55 IO ERe T P P P L
G2 Bl ol bl 53 oS e (1)
U Ol M1 3y A3L Ol U )
Cany 33 gl AT au pd e 5 = (r)
ool L a2 Ol ) eVl e de
fomq Ae A3 T e i i sldal g 5l QlHadils Jes 52 (o)
TRANSLATION

(1) In the reign of Shih Jahin, that king of Islim, from the light of whose Faith, the world
was henefitted as it does from (that of the) sun ;

(2) in his time, this bountiful gute was coustructed. O God ! May his name remuin in this
world as long as it lasts,

(3) As this gate of mercy is full of blessings from top to bottom, for that resson the date of
its completion was found (in the phrase ;) bowntiful pluce,

(4) In the time of the governorship of Khin-i-Daurin Bahidur and under the supervision
of Sidi *Aziz it was completed. Year (A.H.) 1049 (1639-40 A.D.).

IV. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1149, FROM KANJIA

This inscription was found by #hri 8. A. Rahim iu Kanjia, now a small village in Khurai
Tahsil of Sungar district, situnted at o distance of about 110 kilometres north-west of the district
headquarters. The present name of the town appears to be a corrupt form of ‘Karanjia’ which
is the way it is recorded in the epigraph. In Akbar's time also, it went under the latter name ;
it was the headquartérs of a pergana in Chanderi sarkdr, and had a stone fort.?

The inscriptional tablet which measures 82 by 45 cms. is fixed over the central milirdh of the
‘ldgih® and i inscribed with a four-line text in Perjian, executed in ordinary Nasta'lig script.
The record states that in the time of emperor S8hik Jahin, when the pargans Karanjia was
included in the jigir of Nawwib Sayyid Safdar Khin, the ‘ldgih was constructed in 1640 by
‘Abdn'l-Wisi' Badakhshi, who is described in the text as ‘the servant of the saintly persons’.

——

1 Aba'l-Fadl, ep.cit., p. 461,
3 ARIE, 1980-61, No. D, 0.
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The text of the inscription is quoted below :—
TEXT

FPlate V(b)
Oler o2 JU Ol cmls cdys Ol 5a (1)
@l Sly Sl w5 W, A gl Ll (v)
GRS s 33 plet 9 500 O jdis ol calE 5 ()
perddle mxdl @3 p, Al A, el ey Sl ds el a) sk Llial (r)

TRANSLATION
(1) In the reign of Sikib Qirin-i-Thini Shih Jahin

(2-3) Badshah Ghizi, when the rargana of Karanjia was inclnded in the jagir of Nawwil,
(who is) the asylum of chiefship (i.e. a Sayyid) and refuge of leadership, Safdar Kbin, the
mosque for the prayers of the two ‘Ids (i.e. the ‘Idgih)

(4) was completed under the supervision of the servant of the saintly persons ‘Abdu'l-Wasi*
Badakhshi on the 27th of Dhu'l-Hijja, year 1049 (19¢), April 1640),

The record is important in more than one aspect. As stated above, it records the old name
of the town, Karanjia, and also indicates that it continued to be the hendquarters of a prrgnne
in the time of Shih Jahan as well. The epigraph further provides the important information
that this pargana fornied part of the jdgir of Nawwib Safdar Ehin, who was one of the
prominent officinls of Shih Jahin. His name was Khwija Qisim, and the title of Safdar Khin
was conferred upon him by Shih Jahin in his first regnal year. i.e. in May 1628. It was then
that he was given the fuyql of Sironj (now in the adjoining Vidisha district), which, looking
from the geographical position, seems to have included Karanjia also. In ahont May 1631, he
was appointed governor of Dalhi which post he seems to have held for about ten years with an
interregnum of about six years during which he was in Iran as the royal ambassador,

The present inscription supplies the interesting information that though Safdar Klian like
Khan-i-Dauriin, served elsewhere, he continued to enjoy his jigir in central Tndia. This is an
interesting piece of information regarding the Mughal administration of jagirs.

The other person ‘Abdu'l- Wisi* under whose supervision the ‘Idgih was completed is nowhero
mentioned in the historical records available to me. His nisha Badakhshi indicates foreign linenge.,
He also seems to have been an official attached to or serving under Safdar Ehin,

V. INRCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1051, FROM THE SAME PLACE

The tablet bearing the second inscription from Kanjia is set up over the central mikrib of a
mosque called Qal‘a-ki-Masjid.? Tt measures 1.98 m. by 35 cms. and contains four lines of Persian

! For details of his career, see Shah Nawhs Ehiin, op. eit., vol, T1, pp. 733-36. References to the exarct dates
in his careor will be found under hia nnme and title in the rexpoctive Tndices jo * Ahdu'l. Hamtd, op, cit, and Muhap-
mad Hilih, op, eft,

* ARIE, 1860.81, No. I, 83,



22 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT
varse and prose inscribed in ordinary Nasta'lig which purport that the mosque was constructed by
Chaudhari Safdar in 1642. It also records the fact that Nawwib Safdar was the fief-holder of the
piace,

The builder of the mosque, Chaudhari Safdar codld not be traced in any histarical work.
He may have been an official or an agent of the Nawwib.

The text of the epigraph ir quoted below : -

TEXT

Plate ¥(c)
S sy A o ol JUs 51 &S Ol o s 54 (4)
S ey el L cis pb Oz 425 Oy dales (1)

S8yy on St 4SS g STAT e S A G ()
R :':J_)ﬁ Eh“ jil als 32 s l:p} LYY "-"Ki almill 3 }Iﬁ Al

Jlhe (S h38r s Sl W _,.i.]r.UL K] {31(.!} pre 1 sl !.'S.-.
TRANALATION

(1) In the reign of the worll-secing emperor Shili} through whose justice, the world has
beeome like n beautiful garden,

(2) the prayer-houses (mosques) have becume like the aarden of Paradise and the idols of
the temple are dow n-trodden like the dust-hin.

(3) (This mosque was built) at the time when the fief was held by Nawwib Safdar, during
which the religious edifices have come to light like =ky (?) :

the year was one thousand and fiftyone when the day was ninth of the month of Dhu'l-Hijja
(9 Dhu'1-Hijja 1051 =15t March 1642).

May Allah end it with grace and success. The builder of the mosque is Chaudharl Safdar.

V1. INSCRIPTION, DATED A, H. 1053, FROM BHTIEANGAON

The sixth epigroph was copied by me from Bhikangion, a Tahsil headquarters in the West
Vimir district. In Akbar’s period, Bhikangion was included in the Bijagarh sarkdr and had a
stone fort and a big market for horses.?

The arch-shaped epigraphical tablet measuring 55 cms. from apex to bottom and 68 cms. in
width, is fixed on the right side of the central mikritb of the ‘Idgih situated on the bank of the
river.? It is inseribed in relief with seven lines of writing comprising in the main a Persian Frag-
ment of five verses. The style of writing is beautiful Nastalig. The quality of verse is also fairly
good. The text records that in the reign of Shih Jahin, the mosque was built in 1643-44 by the

% There is a pun on the king's name in the phrass Shak-i-Jahishin inthe original .
8 Abu'l-Fagl, op. ril., p. 463,
s ARIE, 1966-67, No. In, 109,
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emperor’s son Shih Aurangzeb, with a view to provide the facility of prayers to the Muslims.
The text is designed by Husain Shirizi.!

The epigraph is thus quite important in indicating that the place was an important halting

point ou the Trunk road to Deccan and also that Prince Aurangzeb considered it a fit place to be
developed. It must bave had a geizable Muslim population, necessitating a prayer-house,

The text reads as follows : —

TEXT
Plate V1(a)
(a) Main text.
wy b o 1 L (y)
2eY1 g5 Ol (y)

Ales L2 el s o2 s ol Ol 5 (p)
ol Jdk gy o us A 2 e #Kipsl ws (a)
OSs il o353 demer el ot lokes G il (e)
Ol as  wg st . o 42 OF bl Qe W oo (4)
peor Ol ady b Lk AU e e e ()

(b) In the centre of the last two lines.
SIS G 45

TRANSLATION
(a)
(1) OLord! O Eternal! O Lord !

(2) Glorified be my Lord the most Exalted.

(3) Tn the reign of Shihab (lit. bright star) of the community and religion,* the king whe
bestows crowns (namely), 8hih Jahan,

(%) the current coin of that dignified emperor (i.e. his son), Shih Aurangzeb, the cherisher
of religion,

(5) constructed a mosque at this apspicions place for the progress of the religion.

(6) Since by this edifice, through the kindness of that king of the religion, the difficulty of
the men of ¢ibla (i.e. those who offer prayers) was solved,

1 There is another inseription in the same mosue, to be found on the central mikrdb, 1t merely unni;;
the First Cresd followed by the date of the construction and is designed by the same scrile 'ARIE, 196867
Ne. D, 108), d

*Roferenco to the emperor’s title Shihibu'd-Din,
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(7) the Invisible Angel proclaimed for its date, ““(It is) the abode of the kindness of the All-
pervading obliging Lord”. (A. H.) 1053 (1643-44 A.D.).

(b) Written by Fusain Shirisi.

The style of writing is of a fairly high order and the scribe Huesain Bhirizl must have been well-
versed in calligraphy. But unfortunately it is difficult to establish his identity.

VIl. INSCRIFPTION, DATED A.H. 1065, FROM EHARGONE

Ehargons which was the chief town of a mabdl in the Bijigarh sarkdr! in former times, is now
the headquarters of the West Nimir district and is situated in 21° 49" N and 75° 39 E on the
left bank of the Kundi river, a tributory of the Narbadi. In the course of my visit to the
place in 1966, I was informed by Mr. Hiriin Bhai, an industrialist and a prominent personality of
the town, aboat an epigraphical tablet that was lying loose in the out-house of the Tomb of

Hadrat Milsd, and I had its impression prepared. The original findspot of the tablet is not on
record.?

The inscription is historically important as it furnishes a new piece of information which is
not to be met with in contemporary or later chronicles. It states that in the time of Shih Jahin,
Husain who received the place in fief from prince Mubammad Aurangzeb constructed a well and
laid out a garden with a building therein for the comfort of the travellers and wayfarers in 1654-55.
The date in Hijra era is given both in figures and a chronogram contained in the last line,

The epigraph thus provides the interesting information that Khargone was included in the
fief —wagtan—of Husain, who was responsible for the construction of a ‘traveller’s bungalow’ with
awell and & garden for the wayfarers. It will be observed that Husain is mentioned in the record
a8 having received the fief from Prince Aurangzeb. Now we have, at least from available records,
only one Husain who enjoyed the confidence of Aurangzeb in his princehood, and that is Mir
Husain Ehwafl, his foster-brother, who received great honours and office during his kingship.
But some time before the time of our epigiaph, which started after the greater part of Shah
ahin's regual year 28 was over, Mir Husain is reported to have:left the Prince’s service
temporarily and joined Shih Jahin in the 27th regnal year, und it was in the 30th regnal year
that Prince Aurangzeb got for him the fawjdari of Hoshangabid and Handia.* But it is very
likely that in the meantime Prince Aurangzeb might have conferred upon him some land in
Ehargone in a bid for reconcilistion. In any case he appears very likely to be identical
with Husain of our record.s

The text of this record consists of six verses in Persian engraved in relief in tolerably good
Nasta'liq and arranged in twelve well-out lozenge-shaped panels each containing a hemistich,
on an area of 75 by 60 cms, of white marble. 'The space between the two panels in each line is also
imscribed. The slab being exposed to inclemencies of weather, the writing is damaged, and while
the main text is more or less in tact, the writing in the above-mentioned spaces in the middle bas

almost disappeared, except the date-figure and the name Shaikh Ramadin who may have been
either the supervisor of the work or the scribe of the epigraph.

The quality of verse is fairly good.

1 16, vol. XV, pp. 261-62 ; Abu'l-Fagl, op. ail., p, 464 ; ‘Abdu'l-Hamid, ep. cit., vol. I, p, B34,
' ARIE, 1086-87, No. D, 111,

® Ghik Nawiz Ehin, op. cit, vol. I, p, 788,
4 For a fall sccount of his career, seo ibid,, pp. 798-818,
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The text has been deciphered as under :—

TEXT

Plate VI(5)
ol 3 e gl il Ol &5 U Ol o2 3913 Ol 33 (3)
e &Sl 5y Sl by Oar Obaey a2 ] @Kl a2 sz ) (y)
e eals | A 2Ky 4 wdess SH 8 45y gl cile (y)
oady ST G1oaey 1y Ak beuo 23 Jal den bl AT (p)
R S S B L sases ikl Gooaleyl A5 Jlay (o)
g s o sl Al oAU 35 8 e 35 (1)

TRANSLATION

(1) O He! In the time of the government of §hih Jahin, from whom the world has borruwed
besuty and decoration ;

(2) when Husain received fief (watan) in this region from Mubammad, the throne-adorning
monarch (i.e. prince Muhammad Aurangzeb) ;

(3) he constructed out of thoughtfulness this beautiful garden, with & well and a villa befitting
his own dignity,

(4) (thinking that) may be, some man of heart might reach this place (and) rest here for &
moment, relieved of hardship and fatigue—(A.H.) 1065 (1654-55 A.D.)—

{(5) (and) be kind enongh to invoke (this) prayer, “may (the builder) receive reward (lit. bounty)
from the Lord of men ad genii",

(6) OHe ! The old Man of Wisdom, wrote its date (in the words :) an sternal garden of darwish-
like Husain.

The chronogram contained in the last hemistich yields the date which is also inscribed in figures
in the middle of line 4,

VIII-IX, —INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1067 AND 1068 FROM SIRONJ

Bironj, the place of find of these two epigraphs, is situated between 24°6'N and 77°43°'E, Itis
now reduced to s mere Tahsil headquarters in Vidishi district, but has seen better days, Itisstated
to have been a corrupt form of Bherganj, so named after the place was made his headquarters by
Bher Bhih after its conquest by him.* In Akbar's time, it was one of the mahéls of the Chanderi
sarkdr in the gibe of Milwa and was granted in jdgir by the emperor to Gharib Dis Khichi Chauhin
of Raghugarh, as a reward for services rendered. In olden timesitlay on the direct route between
the Deccan and Agri.

1 1@, vol. XXITI, pp. 38-39.
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These epigraphs were copied some time back by Shri A.A. Kadiri, Senior Epigraphical Assis-
tant. From the calligraphical point'of view, both are extremely pleasing records, designed by the
same scribe. They also mention the same person, and as such are taken up here simultaneously,

The tablet of the earlier record is built up into the facdde of the mosque, in Mahalla Rakibganj.*
Measuring 50 by 25 cms., it is engraved in relief with & text running into four lines. Being exposed
to weather, the writing is considerably affected and the letters have lost their prominence of relief
at many places, but even then one is struck by the highly artistic calligraphy of the inscription,
the style of writing being Nasto‘lig. Asa matter of fact, not only is the calligraphy of the record
the finest among all the inscriptions of the present group, but it can also easily rank among the best
calligraphical specimens in Nasta'lig style, and therefore it is 8 matter of regret that its scribe,
whose name is fortunately mentioned in the record, should have remained unknown, The language
is Persian,

The epigraph records the construction of a mosque in 1656-57 by Muhammad Sélih Siddigi,
who is stated to have held the office of the governorship (ni @mat) of the provinee of Malwa,

Its text has been read as under ‘—
TEXT

Plate VII(b)
Gl WG M Bl o e shell g e a5 S oS ()
W Wil Ol s U Olaals dez i)l Oled B0 dps 55 L] o Ly (r)
e (51)
3 LR e st g s o e L[] cais 45T Gide plle et (r)
Gl e sy ca
DS A Al 93 ol Jes low 5 A2 3 LS Al (p)
2\ iy Al ois Ay
TRANELATION

(1) Tn compliance with the injunction contained in the tradition of the Prophet, upon him be
(Allah’s) choicest blessings, to wit, “‘Whosoever builds for Allih a mosque in this world, Allih
builds for him

(2) a house in Paradise’, during the period of the caliphate of 8hihibu’d-Din Muhammad Sahib
Qirin-i-ThiniShih Jahin Badshih Ghizd, (by) the humble servant,

(3) Mubammad Salil Siddiql who was holding the post of the viceroy (nigimat) of the siba
{prﬂ'ﬂ'iﬂﬂﬂ] of Malwi, in the year, &

(4) one thousand and sixty and seven from the Migration (A.H, 1067=1656-57 A.D.), this

(5) edifice of bounty was founded and according to the Abjad reckoning, these two chronograms
were composed : (1) the edifice of bounty and (2) a mosque of holy persons.  Written by Nizimi,

The two chronograms when worked out yield the above date which is also stated in words,
1 ARIE, 1990-61, No. D, 136,




Prate VII

(a) Epitaph, dated A. H. 1068, from onj (p.

{b) Inscription, dated A. H, 1067, same place (p. 20)
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The other inscription from Sironj and the last one of the present group is from what is locally
known as the Dargih of Shaikh Silih. The tablet, messuring 120 by 50 cms, on which it is inseri-
bed, is built up above the entrance, in the southern side of the mausoleum.! The record com-
prises four Persian couplets purporting that Shaikh 8alth died while performing his ‘Jgha’ (night)
prayers on the 38th November 1657. The deceased who is further described in the textssan
efficient minister enjoying the full confidence of the emperor and wielding great power, is evidently
identical with Muhammad §alib of the previous epigraph, The text was both composed and
inscribed by Nizimi, who is also same as the one who wrote the last mentioned epigraph. From

this epigraph, it would appear that Nizimi was the nom-de-plume and he was both s poet and a
calligrapher. The quality of verse is tolerably good.

The style of writing of this epigraph is also Nasta'lig of a fairly high order, but it does not come
up to the standard of the calligraphy of the earlier specimen.

The text has been deciphered as under :—

TEXT
Plate VI(a)
(a) In the vertical panel in the middle.
(i) Upper portion :
pis I aa
(ii) Lower portion :
3 2l
B adly

(8) Main texi,

1P B T I PR U iy o Sl & Oaa ()

siel Ol a3l 4y St1s A5 BTy A5 g 050 (1)
M Ol L2 W ) e e @by 53 p35 a0 ()
shals TR 3 e OF ol pasd gz (v)
) eA b

TRANSLATION

(a) (1) He is merciful.
(2) The composer and writer of this is Nigimi,
(b) (1) Verily,Shaikh §alib, before whom the sky would bend its neck in submissiveness
' ARIE, 1960-61, No. D, 137,] i
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(2) & wise and efficient minister, in whom the king of the world® had full confidence —

(3) when he died while performing the ‘Jshd’ (night) prayers, on the second day in (the month
of) the death of the Prophet (i.s. Rabi' I),

(4) I enquired about the date for that. Wisdom declared, ' May his abode bs Paradise.”

The chronogram yields the year A.H. 1068, Thus Shaikh Silib died in the night of 3nd
Rabi' I 1068 (28th November 1657).

Tt will be agreed that these epigraphs are quite important in that they add to our knowledge of
history. They mention two persons, one of whom was a high Mu ghal official ; he was the viceroy—
ndgim of the MAlwi province at the time of the construction of the mosque, i.e. in 1656-57. The
other, Nizimi, who composed the metrical epigraph and wrote both, appears to have been skilled
in penmanship and an expert Nasta'lig writer. As stated above, of the two epigraphs, the calli-
graphy of the mosque inscription can rank in excellence and artistic beauty among the best speci-
mens of Nasta'lig script, but we know nothing abou this calligrapher, whosename even would
have remsined unknown but for these epigraphs.

Likewise, it is only from these epigraphs that we know that Shaikh Mubammad Salih Siddiqy,
the builder of the mosque, held the viceroyalty of Milwi and was a ‘perfect and wise minister en-
joying the confidence of the emperor’, and that he died in 1657 while offering his night prayers, It
is & matter of regret that a man of his position cannot be satisfactorily identified. There are quite
a few persons bearing this name who flourished inShih Jahin's reign, of whom the more prominent
are Muhammad Silih entitled Sipahdir Ebin, Muhammad $alih Tarkhin and Mubammad §ilih
Ehwifi entitled Mo‘tamad Ehin. The identification of the first two with Muhammad Silih of
our records is out of question as they died either earlier or later than the latter,® And though the
third, Mu‘tamad Ebin is reported to have died in the same yesr, ... A.H. 1068, he also cannot be
intended, as he was killed in the battle of Bamugarh, fighting on Dard Bhikoh's side, while our man
expired while offering his prayers. Tnany case, the epigraphs are of considerable value as they add
to our knewledge of the history of Malwa under the Mughals,

1 Reference to the emperor’s name Bhih Jahin,
¥ Bee fhih Nawis Ehio, op. cil., vol. 11, pp. 427-20 ; vol. ITI (Caloutts, 1601), pp. 580-82,



MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM MAHARASHTRA

By A. A. Eanmi
Senior Epigraphical Assistant

‘Tt is proposed tostudy in this article fourteen inscriptions from various places in West-
Khandesh and Marathwida regions of Mahirishtra. These range in their dates from 1597-98
to 1704-05, covering the reigns of Akbar, Jahingir,Shah Jahiin and Aurangzeb who respectively
claim 1, 2, 3 and 8 of these records.

The estampages of all but two of these records were obtained by me during the years 1961-67.

Akbar
I. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1006, FROM SHAHGADH

The tablet bearing the earliest of these records which is unfortunately fragmentary, is fixed on
the east wall of the Kali-Masjid at Shahgadh, in Aurangibid district.’ From the survivir g text,
it would appear that the text was inscribed on two rectangular slabs of equal size, of which one
cannot be traced now, Thus half of the text is lost to us.

The present slab measures 68 by 58 cms. and contains five line= of writing, carved in relief in
excellent Nasia'lig characters, of which the first and the last respectively contain part of the
formula Allahu Akbar and part of the date i.e. Ilihf year 42. The remaining three lines contain
the text proper, which originally consisted of six Persian couplets, but of these only three
couplets have now survived. Fiom the last hemistich, which seeks to give the chronogram
for the year of construction, it appears that some edifice was constructed by Wafidir Ehin in
1597-98 or A H. 1008, The date seems to have been inscribed in figure on the right-side slab which
is missing as is clear from the corresponding date in Il&hi Era —year 42 —which is inscribed in
figure on the surviving tablet. The text also provides this important information that Sultin
Murdd after having conquered Decean, had planned to make the findspot of the epigraph, 1.
Shahgadh, the capital of Decean to ensure the complete subjugation and proper administretion of
the region, and it was in this connection that the edifice was constructed. It may not be unreason-
able to hold that the object constructed was a fort, in which case, the tablet may not be in situ,

1tis a pity that the record which refers to the Mughal expedition of Deccan under prince
Murid, is fragmentary, since the possibility of its having contained some additional information
cannot be ruled out. The students of history know, incidentally, that when Abu'l-Fadl came to
Shahgadh, he had camped at the fort there.? Subsequent to the peace treaty concluded with
Ahmadnagar on the 13th Insfandarmuz TI&h1 40 (21st February 1506), the region of Beriir was
annexed to the Mughal empire, and it was there, at Mehkar, that the Prince had camped after
raising the siege of the Nizim Shihi capital. But the Deccanis were certainly not reconciled
with the loss of the region, as is apparent from the struggle for supremacy over the region

1 Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 1086-87, No. D, 144,
% Abu'l-Fag), Albar Nama, vol. TIT (Calcutta 1887), pp. 718.19,

@9)
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between the imperial forces and the Deccani army, which has been described at some length in
contemporary works,!

A perusal of Abu’l-Fadl's account presents a clear picture of the political situation pre-
vailing in the vicinity of the findspot of our record. Viewed in this perspective, the desire of the
Mughal prince to have a permanent headquarters there can be properly understood.

The record, it may be pointed out,is the only source of information which refers to the
prince’s design of establishing a capital at Shihgadh. Itis very likely,as suggested above, that
the object of construction referred to in the epigraph was a fort, which may have been designated
Bhihgadh — Sbah means a king and gadh a fort—after the prince himself in the same way as an-
wther town in Berir, viz. Shihpur situated in the neighbourhood of Bilipur was named after
bim.*

As to Wafidir Khin, the builder, he seems to have been an official of quite some importance,
According to Abu'l-Fadl's account, be was present in most of the battles or skirmishes that took
place in Berir between the Mughals and the Deccanis,?

The text has been deciphered as under : -

TEXT

Plate VIII (a)

A5 & ()
(v)

LT

[J]Ifﬂml_;_,rorltﬁﬂ
Ol 55257 o5 OF  JUsly

(r)

& et g hip g 5l U AT
OB ol o5 3 cid (b 342

! For details, please refer 4o Abu'l-Fagl, op, cit,, pp. 701-03, 711-15, 717-19, et, Dr. Ridhey Shyiim, in The
Kingdom of Ahmadnagar (Delhj, 1988), pp. 225, 404, etc,, also describes these engagoments, but his aceount suffers
froma few mistakes. For example, ho gives 14th March 1596, as the date of the conolusion of the treaty, while
the dale quoted by Abu'l-Fagl corresponds to 21st February of the same year, Bimilarly, the l.l;m;.j
hh:;nb' lli;l;l;:n an:“th :;‘ﬁn;fm (Abu'l-Fagl, op, eit,, p. 711) is not mentioned by him,

'l op. cil., P. of an jnscription of the Prince at Shihpur, i i i i
and Persion Supplement (EIAPS), 1963, P 52 [I;I XV o), > . DTN N A
* Abu'l-Fag), op. cil, pp. 715, 718, '



MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM MAHARASHTRA 3
Ji= u Ol ples sl AU a2
o by sl WK
¥ oy e gt (s)
TRANSLATION

(1) [Allih is] great.
{2} ................................................................. (AR R AR LR RS EE L]

...................

When Sultin Muriad conquered the Deccan, through the good fortune of that kingdom-
conquering king (i.e. Akbar),

...................................................................................

#0 that for the sake of administration and subjugation of the region (lit. country), this place
may become the capital of Deccan.

......................................................................................

When I sought its date from the Old Man of Wisdom, he said, “Itis the edifice (built) by
Wafidir Khin.”

1 o R L S e IS b S S a6
corresponding to Ilahi year 42,

The chronogram contained in the last hemistich yields the year AH. 1006. Bince the corres-
ponding Ilihi year 42, as quoted in the text, lasted from 2nd Bha'bin 1005 to 12th Sha'bin
1006, the consiruction must have taken place between 1st Muharram and 12th Sha‘ban 1008,

i.e. some time during 4th August 1597-10th March 1598,
Jahingir
11. INSCRIPTION, DATED AH. 1032, FROM NANDURBAR

The slab bearing the second inscription, which pertains to Jah@ngir's reign, is fixed on the
wall of the verandah of the Rang-Mahal situated in the enclosure of the Dargih of Rayyid
*‘Aliu’d-Din* at Nundurbdr, in West EKhandesh district.®* It measures 60 by 30 cms. and
contains four lines of writing in Persian. The epigraph purports to record the construction of a
building by un official, namely Lutfu’llih, son of Ebusraw Ehin of Thattd, with the alias Baha'l
Ehin, by which most probably the title is meant. The building is stated to have been completed
on the 16th September 1623. However, exactly which building is referred to here is not clear,
If the epigraph is in sitw, it might mean that it was the Dargih of the saint, of which the Rang-

Mahal forms an integral part.

1 ARIE, 1063-64 No.D 176 This epigraph was copied by ShriS.A. Rablm, then Epigraphiea) Assistant,
2 For an account of Nandurbir and its history, etc.. pleage see Bombay Gozelleer, vol, XII (Bombay, 1880),

pp. 457-58,
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The builder, Lutfu'llih Baba’i Khin, was s notable grandee of Jahingir's reign. His father
Ehueraw Khiin better known as Khusraw Ehin Chirgis was the hereditary prime-minister of the
Sind ruler Mirzi Jani Baig, and enjoyed the reputation of being a great statesman of his time.?
He was mainly responsible for the stout resistance offered by the Sind ruler to Akbar’s general
Ehin-i-Ebinin. He continued to play a prominent part, at times of ‘king-maker' in Sind affairs
even after its subjugation by the Mughals.* He lies buried at Ajmer, where he had died as
recorded in his epitaph® in AH. 1023 (1614-15 A.D.) about & year after he was brought there
to the court by ‘Abdu’r-Raxziq Ma‘miiri, under Jahingir's orders.*

As regards the son Lutfu 'llih, unfortunately no definite information is availuble, except that in
some circles the death of Mirza Ghiizi was attributed to his machinations.* Jahingir mentions one
Lutfu'llzh as having been granted a mangab in April 1620 und an incresse two years luter. Heis
aleo stated to have been among the noblemen and officials who accompanied Prince Farviz to
chastise the rebellious Shah Jahin in Deccan.® Unfortunately, the emperor gives no details
beyond mentioning his name, and thereforeitis dificult to say for certain if he is identical with
Baha'l Ehin though the chances that they are identical are quite high. Lutfu’llih may have
continued to serve in Decean till or evenafter the date of this record. It appears from a
statement of Abu'l-Fadl that the title Baha'l Khin wes also enjoyed by Khusraw Ehin.” If so,
on his death, it must have been conferred upon the son.

The text of the epigraph is executed in Nasta'liy characters of no particular merit, aud has besn
read as under : —

TEXT

Plata_ VIII (b)
G s Sl o O 5 ()
ol Ol Jpe &l Gkl B el (r)
ol W 1y ople ol o0 O ged (y)
Ailey pladl g opy A ki3 obosé 3050 53 (o)

TEANSLATION

(1) In the reigu of the caliphate of the victorious king Juhingir,
(2) the slave of the court, Lutfu'llih alies Baha't Khin, son of

1 For dotails, see Abu'l-Fadl, op, cil,, pp, 602-03, 608, 609, 634 ; Jahinglr, Tizuk-i-Sak i
pp. 109-11, 504, 358 ; Shik Nuwiz Khin, Ma'ahiru’l-Umara, vol. m;&ﬂm. 15011 p‘p.ﬁ ;gq:ra-::iifm:;s“:h
H. Bloohmann, Eng. tr. 4'i-i-4 kbarf (Calcutta, 1027), p. 392, il el
# Jaliingir, op. cit., p. 358, ; Shih Nawiz Ehin, op. cil., p. 450,
# EIAPS, 1957 and 1958, p. 51 (& f.n.2),
« Jahinglr, op, cil., pp. 110, 117,
» Shih Nawkz Ehin, op, eil,, p. 347, who is the only authority to men :
1018, but the latter is stated to have died in A,H. 1021 {thinglrf op. cﬂ.,ﬂ:];f‘mmrnmﬂfhm e
* Jubinglr, o, cil., pp. 304, 358, 361, : e
* Abu’l-Fagdl, op, ¢il., p. 684,
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(3) Ehusraw Ehin Tatthl (i.c. of Thattd), having laid the foundation of this building,
(4) brought (it) to completion on the date, the 1st of Dhu’l- Hijja, year 1032 (16th Sept-
ember 1623),

JIL. —INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1032, FROM JAFARABAD

The second inscription of Jahingir, noticed here for the first time, was found by we; Ttis
engraved onaloose slab kept near the Bich-ki-Masjid situated inside the fortat Jafaribad, s
Taluk-headquarters in Aurangabid district.* This town situated in 20° 14'E, 76° &'N, on
the bank of Khadak-Purna river, enjoyed considerable importance in the Mughal period on acco-
unt of its strategic position. Originally named Zafainagar when newly founded in Jahingir's
time, it had the distinction of being & mint-town in his reign as well as in that of 8hih Jahan.?

The epigraphical tablet measuring 114 by 76 cms. is reported to have originally belonged to
the Delhi gate of the said fort ; the latteris nowina dilapidated condition, butthe gate is still
standing, and the place where the tablet was originally fixed can be easily made out. The text
comprises five lines of writing in Persian inscribed in relief in beautiful Nasta'lig characters, The
letters are slightly damaged, but the text is almost completely intact.

The text does not contain the usual phrase denoting the word ‘constructed’ nor the object of
construction, but it is obvious that the construction of the gate on which it criginally appeared,
if not of the fort itself, is intended. This construction isstated to have been carried out during
the reign of Jahingir Bidshah Ghazi at the instance of His Excellency the world-conquering
(prince) Shih Jah&n under the overall supervision of an official Ibrihim Husain, entitled ‘Aqidat
Ehin who held the post of Bakhshi, in 1622-23. The work is further reported to have been
executed by the mason Yasin Jsunpiiri, while Ehalf a't-Tabrizi is mentioned at the end of the
text as the calligrapher A word or two in the beginning of the last line are too indistinet to be
perfectly legible,

The epigraph thus provides an important piece of information about the history of the town.
Evidently “Aqidat Ebin was t.cuciated with the administration of the town and perhaps of its
neighbouring parts also. As Zafszn-7ar is stated to have been founded in about the middle of
1621, it is not unlikely that he was also connected with the foundation of the town. Anyway, it
is rather surprising that we get only passing references to him in historical works. He was sent
from Ajmer by emperor Jahingir in the beginning of 1614 to Deccan, to reconcile the differences
which had arisen between Ehin-i-A‘zam ‘Aziz Koka and his ward Prince Parviz. He was appoin-
ted Bakhshi of Deccan in October 1617 and almost a year later, on the recommendations of
Ebin-i-Ehinin, he was granted the mangab of 1000 personal and 200 horse. A couple of months
later ke received the title ‘Agidat Ehin. InJune 1632, his rank was increased to that of 1200
personal and 300horse. He fought, along with the ‘Adil Shahi general against Malik ‘Ambar
under royal orders, but was taken captive and sent to Daulatibid in June 1625.5

Thus it was during his tenure as Bakhshi of Deccan that the construction, very probably of
the fort of Zafarnagar as stated above, was completed ander his supervision in 1622-23. But

"1 ARIE, 1066.67, No, D, 162,
* For a scholarly note by Professor 5.H. Hodiwili about the identification of Zafarnagar with Jsfaribid,
sco Numismalic Supplement, No. XX XTV (1920), p. 348,

* C.R. Singhal, Mint Towne of the Mughsl Emperors of Indis, (Bombay, 1063), pp. 35-36

* Mubammad §alib, ‘Amal-i-§alib, vol. T (Caloutta, 1923), p. 159 ; Shih Nawie Kbin, op.cit,, vol. T (Caleutte,
1890), pp. 19192, .

* For these and other detajls including s fow despatohes sent by him from Deccan to the royal court,
plense see Jahingici, op. cit., pp. 126, 190, 246, 258, 344, 374, 380, 301, 302; Abw'l-Hasan, Johingir Nime
(Lahore, 1608), pp. 70, 216,218,
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gitice Shah Jahin who led the Mughal offensive against Malik ‘Ambar in Decean and at whose
instance the construction took place, rebelled against his father in the beginning of 1623, the
construction must have taken place before that date,i.e. in 1622, Also, if "Aqidat Ehin as
Bakhshi was connected with the foundation of Zafarnagar, as is very likely, the entire project
might have been completed during 1621-22.

Another point of equal interest about the epigraph is its penimanship and the urtist, namely
Khalf a’t-Tabrizi. As the readers of this journal will be aware, he has designed quite s few records
of the time of Jahingir? But very few people, however, know that he was the father of Muhammad
Husain Tabrizi, the author of the famous lexicon, the Burhan-i-Qati’.

The epigraph has been read as under: -
TEXT
Plate IX (a)

(1) Four corners.

(&3 Main tert.
dam Gallg G Olude Al i G AIGE @paa OFU 2ds Ol 53 ()
ol e 3 dileal g Al s Al Gl s gile dsl Sl (y)

one i Ol W2 GlpysS gl W1 b cjas 05U (r)
Pory i Ok Gdds bldl g sl &5 Bl plisl 9 (n)
Eagdar (T)ohs Slars @z s [(9)udl 4857 (o)

TRANSLATION

(o) Allih.

() (1) In the time of the government of His Majesty, the shadow of Allih, the asylum of
Caliphate, the possessor of Solomou’s position, Nivu'd-Din Mubammad

(2) Jahangir Badghiah Ghizi, may Allih perpetuate his kingdom, justice and benevolence
and by the orders of,

(3) His Excellency, the possessor of celestiul titles, the protector of the world, the conqueror
of kingdoms, 8hih Jahin, may he live for ever,

(4) (this was constructed) under the supervision of the servant of the court, Ibrihim
Husain entitled ‘Aqidat Ehan, the Bakbshi (in) the year (A.H.) 1052 (1622-23 A.D.).

(5) |It was written by the humble creature] EKhalf a’t-Tabrizi. Mason Yasin (7) Jaunpiirl
[executed the work).

1 Epigraphia Indo-Maslemica (EIAf), 1949-50, p. 13 (pL vii b) ; EIAPS, 1955 and 1056, p. 116 (pl. XXX a);
ibid.. 1962, p. 75 (pl. XXIV b),



Prate IX

(a) Inscription of Jahingir, dated A. H. 1082, from Jafaribid (p. 34)

{8) Record of Shih Jahin, dated A. HL 1040, (¢) Insoription of Shih Jahin, dated A. H. 1056,
same place (p. 35) from Ausd (p. 38)
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MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM MAHARASHTRA 35
Shih Jah#n
IV. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1040, FROM THE SAME PLACF

The firat inscription of Shih Jahin and the fourth of the group is carved on a slab
msasuring 50 by 39 cms., which is fixed above the arch over the steps of a well called Lambi-
Baro, situated near the above-mentioned Bich-ki-Masjid in the Jafaribad fort. * It seems to have
been first mentioned in the gazetteer of the Aurangibid district,* and its brief notice given
there was the subject of comments by Professor 8. H, Hodiwila.® But the comments of the
learned Professor do not appear to be well founded, as will be presently seen,

This brief epigraph consists of seven short lines of writing in ordinary Nasta'lig characters
and records the completion of a step-well constructed by the orders of Shih Jahan, the Sahib-i-
Qirdn (lit. Lord of Conjunction), and under the supervision of Mustafa Khin Turkmain in 1630,

This Mustafd Khin Turkmin was originally a grandee of Jahiangir's court. He seems to have
served at Taithan from which he was transferred in 1623, and was later on sent along with
other nobles to join the *Adil 8hahi general against Malik “Ambar, UnilerJa hiingir lie rose to hold
the rank of 2000 personal with 1400 horse. On Shih Jahin's accession, his rank was increased to
3000 personal and 2000 horse, and he was also awarded the title of Turkmin Ehin. Tn April-May
1630, he was honoured with the privilege of drum and was sent to Deccan.’t He is stated to
have died in A. H. 1043 (1633-34 A.D.), in harness, as Thinadir of Zafarnagar.® The date of Lis
appointment to this post is not recorded, except that he is mentioned to have held this appoint-
ment in the 6th regnal year of Shih Juhiin (4th December 1632-22nd November 1633).* Now the
present record, which indirectly proves his association in’official capacity in the third regnal year
(fith January 1630-25th December 1630), tends to suggest that when he was sent to Deccan in

April-May 1630, he was sent to Zafarnagar only, which must have been as its Thinadar,
Incidentally, in 1633-34 he was directed to escort a convoy of provisions from Zafarusgar to
Daulatibid which was then being beseiged by Mahibat Khin.

The text of the epiraph reads as follows : —
TEXT

Plate IX (5)
A1 (y)
Oles ol Ol ()
pldaly O aals (p)
OLI 3 O hnas (i)
Gilke mala ¢ ale (o

' ARIE, 1966-67, No. D, 154,

% Awrangabad District Gazetteer (Bombay, 1884), p, B47,

® Numismalic Supplement, No, XXXTV (1920), pp. 24040,

¢ 'Abdu’l- Hamld Lihor!, Bidghth-Nama, vol. I (Calcutta, 1867), pt. i, pp. 121, 300; Muhammad Falib,
ap. cit,, vol, IT (Caleutta, 1027), pp. 267, 371 ; Shih Nawiiz Khiin, op.it., vol, TTT, p. 385,

8 Abdu'l-Hamid, op. cil,, vol. 1, pt. ii, p. 298 ; Shih Nawiz Khiin, op. cil.

*‘Abdu'l-Hamid, op. eit., vol. T, pt. i, pp, 505-08 ; Shih Nawiz Khin, op, cil,
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pld Jal Jer 3 la e (4)
2 ()
TRANELATION

(1) Allih is Grent,

(2) By th;i order of Shith Tahin

(3; SEhib-i-Qiran (lit. Lord of Conjunction), under the supervision of

(4) Mustefi Khan Turkmin

(5) in the 3rd regnal year corresponding to

(6-7) the year (A.H.) one thousand and forty (A.H. 1040=1630 A.I).), this step-well
was completed.

V. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1049, FROM SHAHGADH

The loose rectangular tablet bearing the second inscription of Bhah Jahin was found lying
in the house of 8ayyid Chind Silib, not far from the ruins of the Shahgadh fort.! Measuring
47 by 34 cms., it contains six lines of writing inscribed in relief in elegant Naskh characters.
Incidentally, the calligraphy of the recoid presents a contrast, certainly not unpleasing, with
most of the Mughal records in Deccan, which me carved in Nasta'lig style, and bears a close
resemblance with the calligraphy of the inscriptions of Ibrihim ‘Adil Shah II of Bijipur
(1580-1626).%

The record which is noticed here for the first time purports that in the reign of S8hah Jahin
a lofty fort was constructed in 1639, the work having been supervised by Ibrihim al-Miisawi.

1 have failed to trace any reference to Tbrithim al-Misawl in contemporary chronicles. From
the tenor of the text, one can reasonably take him to have been connected with the place in
some administrative capacity, as & Thinadir or in some equally important post. That is why
all the more, our record is important because on one hand, but for it his name would have
remained unknown, and on the other, it supplies information for local history which we do not

generally come across.
The text has been deciphered as under : —

TEXT
Plate X (b)
M A5 alal OFMy clge sl 9 s gl e ()
Al @B s sl e e &L Ol (4)
gl Sler GU 01 ol bl s ol z2 (r)
Sah el pldal g e (gl dlial Olps ol dae (4) -
=" TIARIE, 198667, No. D, 148, l

*Dr. M. Nigim, Bijaper [nscriptions, Memoirs of the Archacclogical Survey of Indis, No, 49 (Delhi, 1636),
g, T(No, 3251), VI (No, 3248), X (No. 463), ete,
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P | = I ol sl s Ol ,r..!.]:.r. Anls o) (e aell a3l ()
por A pladl Slat g2 ¢ Al da sl (4)

TRANBLATION

(1) In the days of the government and mighty awe of His Majesty the king, the asvlum
of the world,

(2) the possessor of Soloman-like audience-hull, the sun of the firmament of Boversignty
and victory, the star of

(3) the Rign of magnificence and monarchy, the Lord of {auspicions) Conjunction,
Shihibu'd-Din

{(4) Muhammad Shih Jahin Badshih Ghizi, through the efforts and under the siipervision
of the humble slave,

(5) Thrihim al-Miisawi, this magnificent fort and abode of peace and security

(6) was completed on the date, the 1st of the month of the magnificent Sha*hin of the year
1049 (17th November 1639).

VI. INSCRIPTTON, DATED A. H. 1056, FROM ATSA

The third inseription belonging to8hih Jahin's reign is fixed on the west wall of a rectangular
well ealled Madir-Bioll at Ausd in Osminiabid district.) The inscriptional slah measuring 43
by 34 ems, containg n short text inseribed in four lines in ordinary Nasta'lig characters, which
records the construction of a step-well, evidently the one on which it appears, hy Uzbek Ehin
in 1646-47 in the reign of the emperor,

This epigraph is also a memento of a Mughal official who had seen a long period of service
in the Deccan. TUzbek Khin, whose name was Nadhar Baig, was initinlly in the serviee of
‘Abdu'llib Khin Firiz Jang and had joined 8hih Jahin when the latter had encamped at
Junnar in 1623. After Shih Jahin's accession to the throne, he was included among the
mangabddrs detailed for service in the Deccan under Mahabat Ehin, anil was personally recom-
mended by the king. Tt is only in the account of his heing sent, in about Ja nuary 1636, witl
the contingent under the command of Ehin-i-Zamin to subjugats Udgir and Ansi that we
find the title Uzbek Khiin used for him.  This wonld mean that the title was confrrred npon
him some time hafore this date.

After rendering service in some expedition or the ather, he attained, in the hoginning of 1641,
the rank of 2000 personal and 2000 horse and was put in charge of the fort of Ausi. He was
investad with the honour of earrving a hanner on the 16th November 1642 Lilkewise, on tle
30th March 1645, five hundred horse out of hiz two thousand was raised to two-to-three-horse
status. 'Thia he continued to hold with oceasional increase in rank as well ss recognition until the
3rd October 1654, when on account of old age, he was replaced by Ehwija Barkhiirdir. He was

L ARIE, 198667, Xo. D, 176, Fome more inseriptions from this place have heen listed in & i, \.-.;?,-
16975, 177-79,

* *Abdu'l-Hamid, op. il vol. 1, pt. §i. p. 136 ; Mubammad Rilih, opeit,, vol, TT, p, 156 ; Bhiah Nawiz Khin,
op. il vol_ I (Caleatia, 1888), p. 196,
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summoned to the royal court and was sent to Ahmadibid in Gujarat, where he died in 1656.
There are some interesting refernces to his old age, failing eye-sight as well as lack of proper
administration in  the letters of Prince Aurangzab sent to Shih Jahin as viceroy to Deccan.?
Ta one of the letters, the pargana of Bilkonda is stated to have been included in his tuyal.®

The text reads as under ;—
TRXT

Plate IX(c)

) .en 4 (y)
U Ol o=le A 53 (¢)
< é (r)
o L A e e N 0

TRANSLATION
(1) Year (A.H.) 1036 (1646-47 A.D.).

(2) Tn the wign of Sibih-i-Qirfin-i-Thini (lit. 1le seconl Lord of Conjunction, i.e, Shih
Jahiin)

{3-4) Chizi, this step-well was constructed by Uszhek Khan.

Aurangzab
YVIT. IXSCRTPTION, DATED A, 1. 1074, FROM THE SAME PLACE

The first inscription in this set of the recorids belonging to the reign of Aurangzeb is fragmen-
tars. The rectangular tablet measuring 50 by 36 cms. which is built up into the west wall of the
Reswrvoir (havd) —what seems to have heen originally a step-well —situated near the house of Shri
*Ahdu'r-Razziq Patel at Ausii,' has lost some portion in the upper half. As a result, the last fow
worsds in the first and second lines and a word in the last line are lost, but fortunately, the purport
iz not aifected. The six-line text consisting of an equal number of Persian verses is inscribed in
Nusta'liq characters of excellent quality and :ecords that in the reign of emperor Aurangzeb,
one Rindak, a member of the Nagshbandi order, constructed the well for public use in 1663-64. It
also mentions Khwija Barkhiirdir in the second line, but the writing in the second part of the
line having disappeared as stated nhove, the context in which he is mentioned is not clear from the
surviving text. But since his name occurs after the mention of the emperor in the first line, the
missing text must have referred to his having held the charge of Ausi, ns is also known from
historical works.

1 Abdu')-Hamid, op. cit,, vol. T, pt. i, pp. 138, 325,307 ; ibid., vol. I1.{Caleutta, 1808), pp. 302, 417, 726;
Mubammad Salib, op. rit,, vol. 11, pp. 338, 427; jbid.. vol. 1T (Caleutta, 1939),p, 194 ; Shih Nawiz Khin, op, eil,,
. wol. I, p. 196, :
8 Sayyid Najth Ashral Xndvt, 0. Rug'de-i’ dlamgir, vol. T (Aeamgarh, 1029), pp. 119, 127, 135,
¥ Jhid., p. 135,
A4 RIE 106667, No, D, 157,

-



Prars X

(8) Aurangzeb’s record, dated A, H. 1091, from Aysd (p. 41)

() Bhah Jahin's record, dated A, H. 1049,

{(¢) Epigraph of Aurangzeb, dated A, H. 1074,
from Shahgadh (p: 36)

same place (p. 38)
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Of the persons mentioned in the epigreph, Khwijs Barkhirdir, cannot be specifically
identified from the scanty references available in historical works. It is difficult to say if he is
identical with Khwija Barkhiirdar, a brother of the famous ‘Abdu’llih Ehén Firiiz Jang. The
latter was awarded in July 1608 the title of Bah&dur Ehin and increase in rank in February
1610.* while the present text does not use any such title ; moreover, he would be quite advanced
in years by the time our record was set up in 1663-64. We have also Khwija Barkhiirdir, the
son-in-law of Khan-i-Khanin Mahabat Khin who was granted a rank of 1500 personal and 800
horse.* It is probably the same Khwija Barkhiirdir who was despatched, along with others,
to chastise Shihjl in Junuary 1636.° But whether he lived till the date of our record to be
identical with Khwija Barkhiirddr mentioned therein, it is again difficult to say.

But our Barkhurdir Ehdn may perhaps be identified, with some amount of certainty, witn
Barkhirdir Baig who is mentioned in Aursugzeb’s inscription at Bidar, dated 1679-80. Of
course, the latter is mentioned with the honorific nume Baig and not Khin, but it has been
found that not very strict discrimination is exercised in the use of the words Baig aud Ehin,

We have, however, definite information sbout Khwija garkhiirdic's carcer a5 Thinadir of
Ausd, He is stated to have succeeded Uzbek Khin in the thnaddri on $rd Ootober 1654 with
the rauk of 2000 personal and 2000 horse.* Our regord which incidentally indicates that the
sitle of Khin was conferred upon Khwija Barkhiirdar, provides a later date in his career, Evi-
dently, he coutinued to hold the gal‘eddri of Ausd till 1663-64 in wnich the well was constructed.

About the other person, tue builder, namely Rindak, who is deseribed as the ‘sluve of Naqsh-
band’,* T huve not been able to fird any information,

The epigraph has beex deciphered as follows: —
TEXT
Plata X(c)
[t oKl oty 23 a]Lesly aee 350 (y)
s | T | ST B P Y S ('I'}
gt ale ol AUAT OAE a5 Wizl (p)
Iy P 5 ale yad g elis ) pas (r)
Osiad J2e 5 2,5 b eyl Je (o)
(U O a6 sp ,is5 ety (x)

V=

L Jll’lﬁn.;l.;il-', opeil, e B0, TR

3 Abdu'l-Hamidd, op, e vl T, ph, i, p. 300 ; ibi %, val. T1, p, 735,

2 Abdu'l-Hamld, ep, eit., p. 136 ; Mubammad $ilib, op. i, vul, 11, p- 1054,

& Mubsmwad Salih, op, cif., vol. L1, p, 194, Some tore detagls are contained in the letters of Anrangzeh,
d spatehed by him when vieeroy of Deccan to Shah Julidn, From these i s clear shat Aurangzeb lad 8 good
aplnion of Khwija Barkhtirdir ; as & matter of fuct, the Ausi assignment was given to him ot the suggestion of
Anrangzeb who had, subsequently, proposed for the grant of standurd und title, See Nadvl, op. cif,, pp. 119,
127, 158, 161,

* The exact signilicance of this is not clear,
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THANSLATION

(1) It was in the reign of the king [Aurungze, the support of the religion]

t'ﬂ} ...... R I 1...Ehlﬂ'ljilBuﬂﬁtﬁﬁrwn”......,t........-..“.

(3) When Rindek, the sluve of the Nagshband (a follower of the Nagghbaudi order 1)
gunstructed this excellent well,

(1) solely for the sake of God and for the beuefit of the high aud the low.
(5) I sought its date from Wisdon, the possessor of wauy skills.
(6) It told me, “Its dute is the spring of Kuuthar”t (AH.) 1074 (1663-04 AD.).

VIII, INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1091, ALSO FROM AUSA

The next record of Aurangzeb also comes from Ausi. The inscriptionalslab measuring 56
by 32 cms., and fixed above the central wiledh of the Jami' -Masjid,* contains a three-line textin
Persian verse which is carved in relief in fairly zovd Nasta'liy letters. It records the construction of
a mosque in 1680-81, during the reign of emperor Aurangzeb by an official Suhrdb Khdn who is
Jescribed in the text us the emperor's devoted servant. The date of the coustruction is given
both in figure as well as in the ehronogram vontained in the last line, aud therefore, it is rather
surprising thut it is stated to be A.H. 1071 (1660 A.D.) in the report of the Archaeological depart-
prent of the Hyderabad State”

There are two more short inscriptions on the mosque : one of them, engraverl on a pillar of
the east wall, mentiots Sayvid Babil as une who wus incharge (Diriigha) of the construetion.t

Though details about the builder SubribKhin are not fortheoming,be is not entirely unknown
to coutemporary chroniclers. In December 1658, he was the Faujdir of Bilipur in Berir. Here
ho continued till May 1665, when he was transferred to Udgir as Qal‘adir, vice Bahrim Ehin.®
[t is probable thut he replaced Khwija Barkhiirdir the Qal'adir of Ausi (see p. 39, supra)
souie time after this date. Other references to him indicate that he was an important official
in the artillery department. In Jammary 1685, we find him carrying two guus to Bijipur.® Aa
a matter of fuct, about ten months later, he was appointed Mir Tizuk viee Sulih Khiin.* There-
after, he was deputy to the Chiel of the Artillery Salibat Khan.* This was probably in August
1686, when he is reported to have received a robe of honour.* We hear of him last in May 1687
in connection with his recovery from wounds sustained in the battle of Bijipur.®

1 Name of a spring in Paradise,

2 ARIE. 1966-87. No. I, 171 It was first noticed by Bashiru'd-Din Abmad, who published an eve reading
in Lis Wagidti-Mowlabot.i-Bijapir (Hyderabad. 1013), pt. 11, p, 84 Its text was subscquently published
(alpng with a hriel descripbion af the piosgin) in the dsiwal Nepodt af the Archaenlogicnl I partment of Nicam's
Daininiona (B.00X) lor the year 1033-34, 0t p. 2 and i1, The reading, in both cases, is not froe from mistakes,

L RADN, 19833, p. 2 and Ln.l,

& ARTE. 1086-67, Xos, D, 16950 : RADX. 1933-3, p. 2. [n.1,

» Muhammad Kizim. * Alangir Niwe (Caloutta, 1503), pp. 434, 885

* Bagt Musta®id Ebin, Aa'dthir-i-* Alumgiei (Caleutta, 1571), pp. 251-52,

t fbid., p. 271,

® Shih Nawir Elfn, op. cit., vol. TI, p. 743,

* Muska'id Khin, op, eil., p. 278,

in fhid., p. 294,

——
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Tho text of the record has been read as follows: —

TEXT

Plate X{a)

O - 1 S <R 2K G A Ol (y)

Sealyl oyl gdmes ol QY O ol e 3 9 Ol 1 gl s ()
O SERRRT VI (X et - orlly =0 e Sl1] a8 22 (r)
1%
TRANSLATION

(1} In the reign of the religiou-supporting king Aurangzel, who is the shadow of the kind-
ness of God, in the world,

(2) Suhbrib Khin, his servaut from soul and Leart, is the builder of this pleasant wosque.

{3) For the date of its construction, it was inscribed : The lufty mosque 15 an echiluraling
place. (A.H.) 1091 (1680-81 A.D.).

IX. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1106, FROM SHAHGADH

The slub beariug this inseription appears on the Pattan Gate of the city-wall of Bhihgadht
and mensures 62 by 43 ems. It is inscribed with a five-line text in Persian, the style of writing
being Nasta'lig of a fairly good order. The writing is slightly affected through effects of weather
and passage of timie, and as a result, a word or two denoting the object of construction in the begin-
ning of line 4 are obliterated. But since there is little doubt that the tablet is in sitw, the object of
construction must have been the Gate. However, according to the extant text, some place was
populated or founded in 1695, during the 39th regnal year of emperor Aurangzeb by Highiw,
when his father Sayyid Khwija Zafaru'llih Nugshbandi was the Faujdir of the place. Very
probubly what is intended is the re-population of the town or its quarter somewhere in the vicinity
of the Gute.

The importance of the epigraph lies in the fact that it provides the name of un unknown ofticial
of Aurangzeb, which is an important information useful for the local history. No information
is traceable in historical works about either the father or the son.

The text hus been deciphered as follows :—
TEXT

Plate XI(c)

‘1"‘}..; ""K;}J‘ das lu:'I_ e c‘l.-.‘-.‘lh s 33 {1)

SMeg  Jes 33 @ S ey (y)
1 ARIE, 1966-67, No. D, 148,
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Sl & [Py jpes iy Sl ()
cal ol adisas  delys il Sl )

Vig orgle & 3 = Gilhs g2 o2 9 4 515650 4e (o)
TRANSLATION

(1) In the reign of the religion-supporting king Mubammad Aurangzeb

(2) Badshah ‘Alamgir Ghizi, during the time of the fawjdiri of

{3) the asylum of chiefship (1.6, Sayyid) Khwaja Zaluru'llilk Nagshbaudi

) e {the place !) was populated by Hishim son of the aforesaid

Klivwaja,

(&) i the year one thousand (and) one undred and six after the Migration, correspotuding
o thintyuintl year of the exalted accession (29th regual year, A. H. 1106=1635 AD.).

X. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1109, FROM DHARUR
The foneth epigraph of Amangzel’s reign is from a well situated near the Niic-Bagh ut Dhirur
it Bir district.t The inseriptionu] slab measures 46 by 32 oms. and contains & text of four lines in
Porsian, curved in geliel in Naste'Tig characters of no particular merit. The record states that
i the reign of the emperor, o spring (cheshmiag) 6. a well was construeted by Murdd son of
Althammad Kalie in 1697, during the 41st regnal year. Nothing is known about the builder who
wiay have heen un ofticial,

The test has been read s uuder
TEXT

Plate XI(b)
Aol h.n*..i'-‘-ﬁj.ﬂ S 389 (y)
A5 a2 ol 3lpe 35 ade oul (y)
b grdia e e 51D 8 s e 33 ()
Gomh A3 hal Gl ae Gilks (o)

TRANSLATION

(1) In the reign of His Majesty Aurangzeh ‘Alamgir,
(2 this spring (1.e. well) was constructed by Murdd, son of Muhammad Eabir,

1 JRIE, 1965-66, Xo, D, 1.
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() Inseription of Aurangzeb, dated A, H, 1116, from Bir (p. 47)
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Scare : 11

P .

{{:-J Epigra.pfi of the same king, datod AL H. 1109,
from Dhilcur (j. 42)

(¢) Inscription of Aurangzeb, dated A.H, 1106,
from Shabgadh (p. 41)




(b) Epigraph of the same king, same date,
from Gondeglon (p. 44)

(6) Another record of Aurangzeb, same date,
same place (p. 43)

A
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(3) in the forty-first year after the sublime and exalted ACCess10N,

{(4) corresponding to the yesr one thousand one hundred und nine from the Migration
(Regual Year 41, A. H. 1109-1607 A.L.),

X1. IN:CRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1115, FROM GONDEGAON

The tablet bearing the fifth epigraph of Aurangzeb is fixed on the south wall of the Jiimi'-
Masjid at Gondegdon in Nisik district.! Measuring 32 by 46 cms., it contains a Persinn record
carved in relief in six lines in Nusta'lig characters of a fairly good quality. The epigraph states
that in the reign of the emperor, one Sayyid Majhle, son of Sayyid Haidar, the Mugaddim of the
village of Shihpiir alias Gondegadn in the pargana Wan, at the time when he was the Faujdar
of pargana Chandor, constructed over a period of twelve years, a Gadhi, a Haveli, gardens, the
mosque (on which the epigraph occurs) and a well. The whole project was completed on the
13th August 1708,

This record is quite interesting, Apart from the fact that it has preserved unto us the name
of a loeal Mughnl official, about whom nothing was known from any other source, not without
interest is the piece of information that Gondegion was designated as Shihpur, though when
and hy whom it was so0 called is not known, To what extent did the new designation gain currency
can only be judged when official records and archives are gone through. In any case, the epigraph
ia important for the new light it throws on local history.

The text lias heen |]1‘-[‘i1ﬂl|1"rrtlt a= follows ;

TEXT
Plate X1I(c)
sai b i (y)

Gl dlesl aldle gl ar mKiGsl deg sl 2 ST SINS A 33 (1)
095 sl Gae oaaplt s s pde A Ay b A AUV B ()
I o3las i okl Wy wles Al 3 Oy Wy e (p)
s AT b a9 s a3 LEL oy b ) (o)
e @ma o35l 3 2w g e Al Gy W (T)aes al adls (4)

TRANBLATION

(1) O Living! O Everlasting!

{2) Tn the reign having the status of Caliphate, of Muhyiv’d-Din Mubammad Aunrangzeb
Bahddur ‘Alamgir Bidshah Ghazi, ;

1 4{RIE, 1981-62, No, D, 170,
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(3) the humblest of men, Sayyid Majhle, son of Sayyid Haidar, Mugaddim of the village
(maugda’) of Shahpiir alfas Giondegion,

{4) situated in the pargana Wan, in the time of (kis) fawjddri of Qhaudor, in the period of
twelve years,

(3) completed a Gadhi, s Harceli, gardens, this mosque and a well,

(6) This took place ou the 10th Tabi* IT of the year one thousand aud ene hundred and
fifteen from the Migrution (of thye Prophet), mey peace of Allihbe on him. (10th Rabi IT
1115=13th August 1702),

XII. ANOTHER INSCRIPTION OF THE SAME DATE FROM GONDEGAON

One more record of Aurangzel appears on the Janu'-Masjid of Gondosion (‘arved on a
slab measuring 33 by 48 ems. which is fixed into the north wall, it is a short epigrn ph comprising
six lines of writing of which the first two are in Arabic and the remaining four comprise two Persiau
couplets compossd by one Ambivi. The style of writing is Nasta'lig which ippeiars to be in the
same hinnd as the other inseription from the mosque studied above,

The epigraph rloes not contain any new information, as it also refers to the construction of the
mosque a3 having taken place in 1703 during the reign of ‘Xlamgir. The date is afforded in fizure
o3 well as in a chronogram. The builder’s name is given in the phiase containing the chronogram,
viz. the construction of the mosqua of Majhle. The builder is the same as in the [ravious record,
About Ambivi, the composer, no information is available,

The text has been read a5 nnider =
TEXT

Plue XITE)

WYl ()
o ST RS TR LS Rr g
Aalle 504 &5l gl 5y ()
sand 3l ST (6w aid ()
LT el 0 Bl K (o)

AT G o5 s dmes W (1)

1i1e

YARIE, 1961-82, Xu. I, 171,
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TRANSLATION

(1) He is the One.

(2) In the name of Allih, the Merciful, the Beneficent.

(3) Blessed edifices are being constructed in the reign of *Kamgir.

(}) The abode of the Blessed (i.a. the Mosque) was built at Bhihpir.

(5) (For its date), a voice from the celestial abode came to Ambiya (sayivg),

(6) “Suy that the eonstruetion of the mosque of Majhle (was) destined by God™. (A.H.) 1115
(1703 AL,

XIII. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1115, FROM BIR

The zeventh inscription of Aurangzeb, also noticed here for the first time, is earved on a slab
measuring 70 by 50 ems., which is built up into the inuer face of the eastern compound wall to the
immedinte left of the entrance of the Jini' mosque at Bir.! Tts text consists of five Persian couplete
inseribed in as many lines, preceded in one more line by the Bismi'llah, The style of writing is
Nasa'liq of a fairly good order.®

It may be pointad out that this epigraph is not included in the exhaunstive study of Bir inscrip-
tions hy the late Dr. Ghulim Yazdini, which includes two from the Jimi’ mosque itself.? Very
likely, the epigraph was brought to its present place after Dr. Yazdini's study appeared in 1921,

This record like a couple of more records from Bir,* records the populating of the suburb,
calied ofter the name of Ghiziu’d-Din Khin Firliz Jang, the viceroy of Deccan under Aurangzeb,
by the Khin's deputy Iaji Sadr Shah. The two records under reference, oue ¢ach in Mariithi
anid Persian, refer only to the populating of the suburb called Ghaziu'd-Din-nagar ; according
to the Persian epigraph, the work was accomplished in the regnal year 47 i.c. Ramadan 1113—
Sha‘bin 1114 (January 1702—January 1703). The present inscription gives further information,
namely that apart from the Ghazi-Dinp iira, Hiji Sadr Shih was also responsible for the construction
of & fort, its moat and an ‘Idgah, which were completed in 1704-05.* The metrical text, which also
gives the date in a chronogram, was composed by Muhammad Shah, who describes himself as one
of the humblest servants of the Haji, but who was in reality, as we know from other records com-
posed by him, the Haji’s son.® There are at Bir two more inscriptions composed by him.? But
these as well as his other inscriptions betray his incompetence as a poet.

' ARIE, 19465, Xo, 1), 188, This epigraph was first found by an officer of the Archacological Department
of the Government of Mahirizhtra. For othcr inseriptions from the Jimi' mosque as well as its description,

aex EIM. 102142, yp. 15-10.
% 1t is ip the rame hand as another inseription from Bir set up by the same person (EIM, 1921-22, p. 19,

T b

¥ 3 ml Vazdani seoms to have made an extensive survey of Bir and its monumenta in November.Decomber
1620 und his report thefeon is published in RADN, 1920-21, pp. 4-14. This report was more or less reproduced
in his article on Bir inscriptions published in EIM, 1921-22.

s BTN, 1921.22, p. 14 (pl. TX ¢, p. 19 (pl. TIT b),

8 For a few more inseriptions mentioning Hijl Sadr Shib, see ibid., p. 18 (Pl. 1I), p. 21 (pl. IV 1),
pp. 2324 (pL. V).

¢ E1APS, 1962, p. 78 ; Inseription No. X1V, infra.

 ETM, 1921-22, pp, 23-24 (pl. V) : Inscription No. X1V, infra.
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Haji Sadr Shih is perhaps the only nobleman, of whom we have monumental mementoes
at a number of such far off places as Jijmou in Uttar Pradesh, Burhanpur in Centrul Indin und
Bir in Deccant These inscriptions show that he was almost an hereditory servant of his chief
Ghazin'd-DinKhin, whose father Qilich Ehan bie had served according tu the Jijouu record gquute!
above, [t is interesting to note that the Hiji seems to have been quite fond of erecting edifices.
It is unfortuuate that he does not find mention in historical works, nor is anything known about
his subsequent cazeer or that of his soun.

The text of the record has been read as under :=-
TEXT

Plate XIl(n)

el pin I gl B ot anlai ()
A5 aa 8 pdel 58 Sl plle A5 ) oKyl et A ()
R A e G L P oin a8 Ok dige 33 &5 (r)
a2 s B ST em 5 Lase 3 gais 3 i (5 (0)
A ol Rl 355 07 oel 42 das e e QL A5 5 (o)
At pand] pas p 4di O el b GiAT 4esme 4 (5)
1iye
TRANSLATION
(1) Qit'a (Fragment). O....cocce-ee In the name of Allih, the Merciful, the Beneficent.

{2) In the reign of the smperos Aurangzeb, when the world was illuminated by the light of
Tslim and religion,

(3) when during the governorship of the gitba(province)ol Khin Firiiz Jang, some depenidable
good deeds were performed by Haji Sadr Bhih. (Of these)

(4) one (was) the fort, the moat and the ‘Idgih, (and) the other, populating of the gsira-
Ghizi Din.

(5) Mubammad Shah, by whom this poem has been composedl, is one of the humblest slaves
of the Haji (lit. pilgrim) of the two holy places (Mecca and Madina).

(6Y The whole of the last hemistich (forms) the date of the construction : Kmow that (ke
fort of Bir has become an impregnable forf,

(AH) 1115 (1703-04 AD.).

i For the Burhanpur and Jijmau inscriptions, see EIAPS, 1962, p. T8 and ARIE. 198162, Ko. D, 317
ren wely. Incidentally, the Burhinpor epigraph gives interesting details abou! Badr Ghik's earlier career
and the foundation of two more towns by him in the vicinity of Delbi.
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XIV. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1116, FROM THE SAME PLACE

Another record of Haji Sadr Shiih at Bir which was put up in the reign of Auwtaugzeb (whose
name is not mentioned) was found by me! The epigraphical tublet mensuring 78 by G+ cis.
is built up in the central milir@b of the mosque in Malhalla-Sadr. 1t contaius a text of five lines
consisting of four Persian verses, engraved in Nasta'liq script of a fuirly good type, which wieitions
the construction of the mosque by Sadr8hih in 1704-05.2 The poetical fragment, coniposed by
Sadr Shiih's son Mubaniuad Shah, contains the chironogram for the date, which is not plaiu but of
a complex type, requiring deduaction,

The epigraph, besides indicating the latest date in SadrEhih’s career at Bir supplics the addi-
tiona! information that Muhammad Shah had other brothers as well among which he, according
to his own stutewent, was “the most insignificant’ (youngest #).

The text has Lbeen read as follws : —
TEXT

Plate XI{n)

ol ol et (1)

Pams Olads 3 e g 3 SN 38~ ebeel 2o W2 e (r)

iy & B oy alily GlE Bdal dmes W35 W (r)

Jal s e A Ol difr..lasc,.-_ld'u:mum(,}

b1 1 ae el N 1T

AT dReasl (HA] dli Aaily dai N e 5 AW ()
19

THRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Merciful, the Beneficent.

(2) Sadr Shah, the hunible admirer of the companions of the Chief (of the Creaticr, t.e.
Prophet Muhammad, (like) Abii Bakr, then “Umar, ‘Uthmiin and Haidar (1.e. *Ali),

(3) coustructed the mosque through the guidance of the Creator.  May he (or it) remuin in
the protection of Allik, the Greatest!

(4) His son, Muhummad Shah, who composed this verse is the huniblest among all his sons.
1310 without gesd (r.e.) 194=(A.H ) 1116 (1704-05 A.D.).

(5) For the date (of construction) he heard, in secret, spontaneously (lit. without grgd®
t.e. intention), “Prostrate before Us and He shall show syou ample merey™

1 ARIE, 1065-66, No, T3, 182, Tt alto seems to have escaped Dr, Yuzdani's noticoe,

* T bhis year u bastion was consbructed by the Hajl. See EIN, 152122, p, 21,

2 (in the stone, the numerieal valoe of this word, to wit 194 §s inscribed,

& The total value of this homistish, to wit 1310, the word Qoad and it2 value 104, tn be dedocted, and the
1 alance 1116 being the date, are engraved on the talilet between tha last twe lines,
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The chronogram is contain: d in the last hemistich, the numerical value of the letters of which
when added up conies to 1310,0ut of which 194,the value of the word qasd,as indicated by the word
swithout' in the first hemistich has to be deducted ; the balance 1116 is the date. This method of
caleulation has also been indicated on the tablet where the numerical values including the date
are engiaved under or above the respective words.

The quarter of the town in which the mosque is s:tuated is called Maballa-Sadr. It is difficult

to say if the name i8 old or has beeu given recently but in any case it has perpetuated the name of
the builder.



NINE INSCRIPTIONS OF AKBAR FROM RAJASTHAN

By 5. A. Raslu
Government Arts and Science College, Avrangabad

Nine inscriptions of Akbar copied in this decade from different places of Rijasthin have been
selected for study in this article. Of these, two each are from Nagaur, a district headquarters,
and Tijiré in Alwar district, and one each from Bari Khatu, Kathoti and Lohdrpurd in Niagaur
district, Bayini in Bharatpur district and Amber in Jaipur district. There are quitea few inserip-
tions of Mir Muhammad Ma‘siim Nami to be found also in Jaisalmer district, which were set up
in this period, but these have not been included.!

These epigraphs, coming as they do from different parts of Rajasthin, the traditional land
of the Rajputs, are of sufficient historical importance. They provide interesting information
useful for the history of the period in general and local history in particular. The estampages of
these epigraphs were obtained as follows :—The rubbings of Nos. IT, V, VIT and IX by Dr. Z. A.
Desiii, of Nos. I and IV by Shri W. H. Siddiqi and VI and VIII by ShriM. F. Kbin of the office
of the Superintending Epigraphist for Arabic and Persian Inscriptions, Nagpur.

1. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 968, FROM BARI KHATU

The findspot of the first inscription is Bari Khatu, situated in the Jiel Tahsil of the Nigaur
district.* The inscriptional tablet is fixed over the central milirdb of the Shiht J fimi‘-Masjid
gituated on the outskirts of the town, towards west south-west.?

Locally called Masjid-i-Aqgd, this exquisite but unfortunately little-known mosque is construct-
el in the same trabeate style of the earliest surviving Indian mosques and is, both in architectural
conception as well as decorative and structural details, gimilar, to a fairly large extent, to the much
larger earliest mosques at Delhi and Ajmer.*

The squarish tablet measuring 55 by 52 ems. contains a record in Persian executed in some-
what inelegant Naskh characters. The five-line text refars to the complete renovation (tajdid)
of the mosque building in 1561, in the reign of emperor Akbar by one of the officials of the court.
Due to somewhat indifferent calligraphy, the exact name of the renovator cannot be made out,
though the letters are in tact and almost perfectly legible. However his name has been tentatively

1 These havo been listed in Arnual Report on Indian Epigraphy (ARIE), 1955-60, No. D, 120; 1258.58, No,
D, 173 ; 1061-62, Nos, D, 230.31, 283-34 ; 1964-85, No. D, 333 ; 1005-66, Nos, D, 301-84; 1068-67, Nos, D, 199,
234,
% Baji Khiitu seems to havo been an important place in the carly Sultanate period, Tir, M. A, Chaghti'l was
the first to draw attention of the scholars to the rich epigraphical material of Nigaur and Bari Khitu about three
decades ngo. There js a considerable number of inscriptions of this period to be found there, the earljest of which
in & record of Iltutmigh dated A, H. 829 (1232 A.Tv.), for which and for other records, see A RTE, 1058-58, Nos. D,
17082 ; ibid., 1062-63, Nos, D, 104-209, 226-35, and bid., 1966-67, Nos, D, 100-214, 210-33. Some of these ina-
uriptions were published in ETAPS, 1966, pp, 5, 12, 16; ikid., 1967, pp, 3, 8, 11, 20 ; ibid., 1968, pp. 3340, where
apart from brief notes, references to published material dealing with the history ete,, of the region will also to
found. Quite a few of these records have been published by Dr.Chaght&' in the journal Urdd, Karachi, sannary
1968,

* ARIE, 1982-83, No. I, 197, Tts text was published in Chaghtd'1, op. cit., p. 104, No. 18.

& The mosque is deseribed in some details in Ziyiu'd-Din Desii, Moagiea of fndia (Delhi, 1971), p. 78,

(49)
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read as Ialim Baig and tlat of the masou as Rurji. Thetextis stated to have been written by one
Fakhru' d-Din who does not seem to have been s regular calligeapher. As a matter of fact, there
is at least one orthographical mistake. The composition of the text is also somewhat faulty.

1t will be seen that the inscription mentions a complete renovation of the mosque,but there is

no trace visible, of sny worthwhile, leave alone, extensive repairs, judging from its prleseut. archi-
tectural mass which, as stated above, is in the samre tradition as the two famous Maoamlik mosques.
The repairs, therefore, if at all, must have been routine.

The text of the epigraph has been read as under :—
TEXT

Plate XITI(b)
Aol Cipae SN A 53 ol Fies o G Ad (y)
A ogad] [0k (S)plle e 30 dadle (r)
dny wilk paShe (sic) dlS @l A el A (r)
@ s Pl oKy W [ 2 ()
mland 3 e 3 Ol ae plaadl Olad et 208 g (o)

Al g b s (5)
TRANSLATION

(1) The renovation of this praisewor thy building (took place) during the reign of His Majesty
the king

(2) of exalted dignity, the pearl of the shell of eminent men, Jaldlu'd-Din Muhammad

(3) Akbar Badshih, may the Exalted Allih perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty, under
the superintendence of

(4) the humble servant of the court Baig Islam (Tslam Baig ?), the mason (?) being (1) Rurji (1)

(5) in the month of magnificent Sha‘bin of the year (AH.) eight and sixty and nine hundred
(Bha‘bin 968==April-May 1561).

(6) (In the) handwriting of the humble Fakhru'd-Din.

I1. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 973, FROM BAYANA

The second record comes from Bavind, which is & sub-divisional headquarters in Bharatpur
district. Tt is inscribed in six panels, arranged in a single line, at a height of about two and a
quarter metres from the ground, on the inner face of the eastern wall of the courtyard of the
Khingih of Shaikh Sa‘du’llih.’ It cccupiesa total space of 9 m. in length and 20 cms. in width.

The text which is in Persian verss, consists of two Fragments, each compesed in a differeat
metre,® containing the same purport,namely, the construction of the Khingdh of Shaikh Sa‘du’llil,

\ ARIE, 195556, Xo. D, 121, -
The metre jn the second Frogment is faulty.

v
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in the time of emperor Akbar. DBoth the Fragments are inscribed by the same calligraphist, whose
name is not given, in Nasta'lig characters. Each Fragment concludes with o phrese forming a
chronogram ; the first yields A. H. 973 (1565-66 A.D.) and the other A.H. 1002 {1593-9¢ A.D.)
These two dates represent a gap of about thirty years, which is difficult to accovat for'. It may
be that one is the date of the commencement of the building and the other that of its coinpletion.
Or, as is very likely,the chronogram contained in the second Fragment (of which the metre is faulty)
is wrongly reported, and the Ehinqih was built in about A, H. 973 (1565-66 A.D.) only. A reference
by the famous historian Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Qadir Badayini to the Khinqgih also lends support to this
view.

The builder Shaikh 8a‘du’llih was an eminent learned man of his age,celebrated for his out-
standing knowledge of Grammar, on account of which he was called Naliwi (Grammarian). He
originally belonged to the eastern part of the country and had from his early age been uuder the
spiritual influence of Shaikh Muhammad Ghauth of Gwilior. A reference to his having constructed
s Khingih for the students and giifis is made by Badiyiini who had met him in the company of
his maternal grandfather when only a child and had also studied the Kdafiye under him. Accord-
ing to him, Shaikh Sa‘du’llih died in A.H, 989 (1581-82 A, D.) and was buried in the Ehiugih.*
Badiyiini also mentions oneShaikh Sa‘du'llih, son of Shaikh Budh, a powerful nobleman of Bayina,
whose brother was his friend.* But he may be s different person.

The reading of the inscription is as under ;:—
TEXT

Plate XIIl(a)

In siz panels, from right to lefl.

i ol cu¥y 33 Olesl 3 Jaely ol 45

Ja A2l e 1ol dle ad a5
Jle dBlS aaS g eyl 457 WS 52

G a5 Az gl I Shyat (4)
@l dme gt AlELS a5 g2 03,5 (y)

w351 Al el f50 e (r)

AT alials oy S
daT P} dan il

e a1 Al Ol s (o)
55 @) dae s 355 (o)

el #2032 O (3)

TRANSLATION

(1) In the reign of Jalilu’d-Din Muhammad Akbar, the Ghizi, who has become the roler of

the kingdom with justice and benevolence,

(2) Bhaikh Sa*du’llah built a Ka‘ba-like Ehinqdh {Hospice), whose lofty building is free from

blemish.

1The second chronogram could also be worked out to yield A, H. 957 (if the valve of the last word is not

counted], but it would pose the sume problem.

# «Abdu’l-Qidir Badiyiint, Muntakhabu't-Tawkeikh, Vol, ITT {Calcutta, 1889). p. 108,

1Ibid., vol. TT (Calcutta, 1867), p. 99,

4 In the plate, these two panels have been insdvertently shown in line 3,
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(8) When 1 sought from Wisdom the date of the construction of his Khaugdb,it replied," "1ts
date is : (it is) like Ku'ba a lofty hospice” (A.H. 973=1060-66 AD.).

(4) In the reign of the kiog Akbar, the Ghizi who is the emperor in the country.
(5) Shuikh Sa‘du’llah made (his) Ehingdh a centre like Ka‘ba,

(6) When he reckoned the date of its construction (he found it in the chronogram): The
Khangah of Sa'du'llah is ready. (AH. 1002= 1593-94 A.D.)%

[IL. INSCRIPTION, DATED A, H, 968, FROM NAGAUR

The third of these epigraphs? is from Nagaur, The tablet measuring 60 by 35 cms. on which
it is inseribed is Iying loose in the compound of the Madrasa situated just within the Nahir Gate of
the town.? The writing is badly damaged, but the text is more or less legible. Comprising five
Persian couplets, inscribed in as many lines in Nasta'lig churacters of no particular merit, it refers
to the reizn of emperor Akbar and to the governorship of Haji Budigh Ehin, and records the
construction of the pulpit of & mosque (minbar) by Shuikh Sulaimin—'the object of veneration
of the high and the low'—on the 4th Ramaidin in the year 962 after the death of the Prophet.t This
works out to 4th Ramadin 972 (5th April 1565).

The text of the epigraph is not perfectly legible at a few places, due to the somewhat indistinet
nature of the impression.® However, this does not affect the purport of the record in any way,
us will be observed from the reading quoted below :--

TEXT
Plate XIV(b)
UG des pal DA 42 Ol 58 plis Jlo gdmen 33 puls ol W 42 ()
allai pa,a des s a3l Jukoas gl dale gle aes Ol 53 (y)
plii as QUL sy i Qgens sl S ole I Al sler daan S8y (r)
e s e ik Olde dt il dmy 5T il oy dik) Juib 51 (o)
Pl e a2 a5 g9 oY o W L Glas £33 51 B Jgmy g 5 gl (o)

Wee Ln, 2 on . 490.

* Thevo have Deen listod in ARZE, 1053-56, No, b, 120 1008-00, No, 1y, 3% 196162, Nos. 1y, 230-31,
9894 ; 1064-65, Xo, 1), 333 ; 10G3-606, New. 1, DO1-64 5 1P00-67, Now, 10,100, 254,

8 ARIE, 106102, Xo, T, 253, The ppeeesion of this reconl wae reecived [rem Uhe Superintending Archaeol-
ogist. Archaeological Survey of India, Western Uircle, Buroda ; it was taken by bis Teclinical Assistant, Shri N, G,
Ghanani,

& Thix s n somes hat nnusual method of giving the date which is normally reckoned frem the Migration of the
Prophet fram Mecea to Mading indicated by the term Hijra.

8 [n ihe course of my visik to Nigaur, a freh impression could nol le prepated ax the tablet was reported to
ligve been buried deep in & heap of stones, —Ed,
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TRAMELATION

(1) ‘This pulpit (smimbar)ol the exalted mosque wus made during the f-aigu of the king, Jaldlu'd-
Din Mubammad (Akbar) of geod name (and)

(2) in the time of the just Khin, Haji Budigh, on account of whom, the affairs of the people
have prospered.

(3) It was Friday the fourth day of the month of God (i.e. Rawadin)' an uuspmmus hour had
passed and appropriste (when)

(4) through the grace of the Nourisher of the worlds (i.e. Allsh) it reached campletmn Its
builder is 8haikh Sulaiman, who is resorted to by the high as well as the low.

(5) Tts date, by way of calculating from the deuth of the Prophet of Alldh was alf (1000) wivus
T (30), wie (6) and bi (2) (.. 1000 minus 38 being the numerical value of the letters lim wiw and
bi) (i.e. 962), when the pulpit was completed.

The date, as stated above, is expressed not in the usual Hijra era reckoned from the Migration
of the Prophet, but from his death which took place on the Rabi* I 11=(27 May 632). In other
words, the year was 962nd from his death i.e. A, H. 972 and the day was Friday 4 Ramadin when
the pulpit was completed (4 Ramadan 972=5 April 1565).

The epigraph is of sufficient iuterest to the students of history,both local as well as of the whole
region. Hiji Budigh of the epigraph appears to be identical with Shih Budigh Khin, an eminent
noblewman under Akbur, who is reported to have been alive at least upto AH. 984, True, the name
as quoted in the text does not append the prefixShih to his name, but it may be taken to have been
repluced by the honorific Haji, meaning one who has performed Hajj or pilgrimage to the Ka'ba
in Mecca. We know thatShilh Budigh Khin had performied the Hajj in A, H, 962 (1556 A.D.).2
Butit is perhaps from the present inscription that Budagh Khin's posting in Rijputina, us governor
of the Nigaur region, is known,

Equally interesting is the fact that this epigraph adds one more to the numbers of records
mentioning the saint 8haikh Sulaimin, a much respected saint of Nigaur and a direct descendant
of the celebrated thirteenth century saint and scholar Qidi Hamidu'd-Din Nigauri. The other
records mentioning him have been already published earlier in this series, where some details about
him are recorded.?

It is difficult to locate the mosque where the slab was originally fixed.

IV. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 977, FROM KATHOTI

Tlie fousth epigraph was found in the village Kathoti in Jiel Tahsil of Nigaur district. The
inscriptional slab is fixed over the milirdb of a mosquet, Measuring 147 by 58 cms. it contains a
five-line text in Persian prose and verse, executed in Nasta'lig characters of a fairly high order,

1 According ton Tradition “Sha'bin is my month and Ramagin that of AllGh™,

tFor dotails of his carcer, so0 Abu'l-Fagl, Akbar Ndma, val. T (Caleutta, 1877), pp. 29, 208, 325, 3A3:
Nigimu'd-Din Ahmad, Iabagdi-i-Akbari (Lucknow, 1875), pp. 2061, 266, 260; Badiyinl, ep. e, vol. I1,
pp. 50, 70, 81, 102 ; dbid,, vol, LI, pp. 23, 24, 26, 194, 237, 737 ; fhih Nawaz Elin, Ma'dglire’l-Umard, val, 11
{Caleutta, 1890), pp. 536-30 ; 11, Blochmann, Eng. tr. d'in-T-Akbarf (Caleutta, 1927). p. 402, No. 52.

t ETAPS, 1968, pp. 34.40, where references to all the epigraphs mentioning him—{wo fitm Kigaur and ore
from Delhi—will also be found, An inseription also from Nigaur, mentioning his son, is etudicd in this artils
{Tascription Ko, VIT),

L ARIE 1966-67, No. D, 216,



b4 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

except in the latter part of the last line,where & couplet referring to the supervision of the constrac-
tion seems to have been engraved in a different and also indifferent hand and perhaps ata somewhat
later date. The epigraph states that in 1569-70, in the reign of Akbar, a mosgue Was constructed
by the orders of Amir Kighmi, the Yasdwul to the emperar, the actual work having been super-
vised by Nikbakht. Attention may be drawn to the titles nsed for the emperor which are in the
fashion of those used in the early records of the Delhi Bultanate.

The inscription is thus quite important. None of the two persons mentioned therein is trace-
ahle from historical or other sources, though one of them at least, namely Amir Kishuul was a man
of high status, as is apparent from the high-sounding honorific titles prefixed to his name. The

present epigraph is thus the only document to have preserved his name. We also know from this

record that Amir Kishmi held the post of Yasdwul or Master of Ceremonies to the emperor. It
may be reasonably surmised that Lie was closely associated with Kathoti, the findspot of the record
and probably-its neighbourhood too, either in administrative or feudatory capacity. It is therefore
regretted that no information is available sbout his career. Very likely, his name Amir Kighmi
reflects his connection with Kighm which was once the capital of the Central Asian state of Bada-
khshan ; he may have been connected with its ruling family. As to the other person, we have no
information, but in his case too, there is u strong possibility of his being an official under or on
behalf of the said Amir,

The text has been read as under:—
TEXT

Plate XIV(c)

auy Jda @l (y)

ol 5 gl dae ol o alidl Spas SIS bl 2 Jle dmes ol sl (v)
oAb el el el

;ﬁ.lui‘_}n oAbl s ailhls 9 A 3 A sl a5 dee il JAe &) dis (v)
plaial 3 0350 4 alea! 9 oy

plT] g 2B S pan Joles o257 sul QLT @olaw U S5l Glis (#)
qhdgch?.d.&;,,uﬁgjg

85 dmes ot} SO Soles it (T)aF Al 3 Sobel) Ao 4ol i)l o (s)
Ol gl o &0 oy ind Olaa | ikl

TRANSLATION

(1) Allzh. And (His) guidance is for me.
(2) The construction of this exalted mosque, in the days of the caliphate of His Msjesty the
King, the shelter of religion, the lord of the Kings of Arabia and Persia, the magnificent emperer,

one who is victorious



Prate XIV

{a) Record, dated A. H. 877, from Amber (p. 56)

Beare: -08
{8) Epigraph, of the same date, from Nigsur (p. 52)

ScaLg ;23

{¢) Another record of the same date, from Kathoti (p. 54)

n— - — e m—— -— I — ‘1,-’?|'_'
LR O N - I__! 3.-' " i
b _._ -__._"' o '7’1# I.," o __,_.__r T"U.-':q

;%mﬁw S 1
‘hﬁ&%ﬂg Wiﬂ@ﬁm g

5@&;




Tt = i
e e

: l-.‘ml'-h _&l@

e
- -“-T- f-.lh-"

h




KINE INSCRIPTIONS OF AKBAR FROM RAJASTHAN 55

(3) near Allih, Jalilu'd-Din Mubammad Akbar Badshah, way Allah perpetuste his kingdom
and sovereignty, and may cause the worlds to benefit from his bounty and beneficence and at the
instance and by the efforts of

(4) His Excellency,the asylum of nobility, the fortunate Amir Kishmi, the yasdwul (Master of
Ceremonies) to His Majesty the emperor, received completion in the year seven snd seventy and
nine hundred (A. H. 977=1569-70 A. D.),

(3) from the Migration of the Prophet, may salutation and blessings be on him !
(Verse ;) This mosque was constructed with the help of the favours of the Beneficent (Allah) ; its
supervisor was the humble creature Nikbakht,

Before we pass on to the next inscription, it may be worthwhile to note that Kathoti is men-
tioned in historical works as one of the halting places of the Mughal forces sent in pursuit of
Ibrahim Husain Mirzd, a couple of years after the date of this record,!

V. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 977, FROM AMBER

The fifth epigraph is from Amber, a Tahsil head quarters in Jaipur district and the first capital
of the Kachhwiha rulers of Jaipur. The slab on which it is engraved is fixed into & niche in the
northern wall of the courtyard of the principal mosque of the town, situated at the foot of the
hill on which the famous Amber fort stands.® It is fragmentary, and also the writing thereon run-
ning into four lines is somewhat damaged. The text is in Persian verse, consisting of three couplets.
Of these, the major portion of the first hemistich and the last word of the second hemistich of the
first verse and a few words in the begiuning of the first hemistich of the second verse—this probably
contained the name of the builder —are lost. The missing portion of the tablet in the left bottom
seems to have contained the name of the supervisor or of the scribe or of both, An effort to re-
construct, conjecturally or otherwise, the whole text by supplying missing parts seems to have
been made some time ago, as is shown by a complate copy of the record, engraved on another
tablet fixed on one of the front columns of the prayer-hall.? Whether or not has the text been
faithfully reproduced from a possible preservation thereof before the slab was domaged, it is diffi-
cult to say, but there is little doubt that the recoustruction is slightly misleading, particularly i
the case of the missing text in the second couplet, as will be pointed out belaw,

The epigraph records the construction of a mosque in Amber by an official whose name or
nick-name was very probahly Haji but whose designation Tawdchi Bighi (Chief Prefect) is perfectly
legible. The mosque is stated to have been completed in 1569-70, According to the reconstructed
text referred to above, the construrtion was ordered by Akbar.

The record thus provides valuable historical information. The mosque was built by the Chief
Prefect, Haji Tawichi-Baghi. Sinee Amber was at this period the capital of one of the thres great
Rajput states —the seat of the Kachhwiha chiefs, later on of Jaipur, there is no question of its
being under direct Mughal control. The Tawichi-Bishi therefore might not have had any
official conuection with the place, except of course as a representative of the emperor or Le might
have had family connections there,

Judging from certain architectural details like the cusped arches and the shape and contour
of the domes and the stripes thereon, the minarets, etc., the mosque on which the inscription is

1 Badiyiinl, op. eil,, vol. TT, p. 150,

IAME' 1855-568, X, Il‘ 138. 1t may be of imtereat to note that B‘dﬂ}'ﬂlﬂ' fop, et vul, I!. o m} had ﬂﬂpfd
here on his way to Fatehpur-Sikei in Rabin'l-Awwal 084,

8 Ihid. No. T3, 137,




56 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

fixed, is evidently a building constructed later, most prabably during Bhih Jahan’s reign. This
would mean that the original mosque must have been replaced by a new construction and the origi-
nal inscription fixed on the latter, The damaged tablet ghould also point to this.'

The tablet approximately measures 87 by 62 cms. The ut]rl:.- of writing of the epigraph is bold
Nasta'lig, which though of no particular merit, is not unpleasant either.

The reading of the record with the missing text supplied from the modern epigraph wherever
found to be correct, is quoted below : —

TEXT
Plate XIV(a)
[l2ab] (r) a2 gt JAs & 51 os5e 0908 [adialz &b 25w O] (1)
d) ah) G sl (r) A28 33 G R SRS IO R e | 1S (PR (|
o adze Aol e ol 1y PNl p3sa s 3 A g dagd 3l dmes o) plad A2
TRANSLATION
(1) [By the effective order of the emperor] of sky-like majesty, the Ghazi, Akbar, Jaliln'd-
Din Muliammad
(2) Badghih,
& mosque was built by [Hi]ji Tawighi-Bashi, for acquisition of merit in the quarter of

(3) Amber, throngh God's grace.

This mosque was completed in (the year) nine hundred and seventy and seven (AH. 977-
1568-70 A.D.),

(4) this mosque has become a place of prostration for the followers of Tslim (i.e. Muslims).

VI. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H, 993, FROM TIJARA

The sixth record is from Tijard, a Tahsil headquarters in Alwar district. It is inscribed
over the central mijrdb of a mosque near the Tahsil Office.® It states that an exalted mosque
was constructed in 1584-85 during the reign of Akbar, by Miyin Mubfrak who is spoken of as
a nobleman of the court. The language of the record is Persian verse and the style of writing,
Naskh of no particular merit,

Miyin Mubdrak, the builder, was also responsible for the construction of another mosque m
the town, according to its inseription, also iycluded in the present article (No. VIII). It is very
difficult to identify him, as we have quite a few persons with this name who flourished at about
this time. One is, for example, Mubirak Khin, son of Kamil Ehiin Gakkhar, who served in the
30th regnal year of Akbar in Kashmir.* Then we have Mubdrak, the Diwin of Mahdl Qisim
Khin® Then again, there was Shaikh Mubirak of Alwar, who was greatly respected by the Str

1 This paragraph is by the Editor.

*The modern inseription referred to above bas 'l 9 o 51 daas Gl e W A2,

* ARIE,1985-55, No. D, 314.

# Blochmann, op. eit,, pp. 508-08, No. 171 ; Abu’l-Fagl, op. cit,, vol, ITI, p. 485 ; Nighmu'd-Din, op, e, p. 385,
& Abu'l'Fagl, op. eit,, vol. I1, p. 98,

'Y
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king Salim Bhih and the Afghins, He seems to have been staying at Alwar. According to
Badiyfinl, who had the honour of an interview with him more than once, he died at the age of
ninety years, in or shortly before A.H. 1004 (1595-96 A.D.).* Tijird, the findspot of this
inscription is in Alwar district which would make it very likely that Miyin Mubirak of our
inscriptions is identical with Bhaikh Mubérak. But in that case it would be difficult to explain
the phrase describing him as ‘s noble man of the court’.

The inscription consisting of three couplets, runs into as many lines occupying a space of
40 by 30 cms. 1t has been read as under:—

TEXT
Plate XIII (c)
du de el Mia G 5T ey ()
dis a4 Sl de e S5l Ole Jas Jal gl (y)
Sl s ol AT s =il 3 2 03,5 Al sl e ()
THRANBLATION

(1) In the reign of Akbar, the Ghizl, the emperor, the foundation of the exalted mosque
was laid

(2) by the noble of the court Miyin Mubdrak. What a wonderful exalted building full of
purity !

(3) When T sought its date, Wisdom said, ** Its date is & bountiful abode ™.

The phrase ‘a bountiful abode’, ocourring in the last hemistich, when calculated according
to the Abjad system, yields the date A H. 993 (1584-85 A.D.).

VII. INSCRIPTION, DATED A H. 997, FROM NAGAUR

The seventh record is from Nigaur, It is inscribed above the central mifrdb of a mosque
gituated near the Tomb of Bhaikh Bayasid in Mahalls SBubrawardiyys.! It assigns the cons-
truction of a mosque in the Khinqih (Hospice) of the saint Shaikh Biyazid to Eamial Ebin who
is spoken of as ‘the Sheh (lit. king), faithful and of exalted dignity, the shadow of whose

is the refuge of the men of Allih’. The mosque was constructed in 15688-89, during the
reign of Akbar for the pleasure of Allih and His Prophet ; the date is afforded by a chronogram.

The text which comprises five Persian couplets is executedi n Nasta'lig, which, though of
no particular merit is nevertheless remarkable for neat execution. The writing occupies a space
of 73 by 40 cms.

The builder of the mosque, Kamil Ehin, has nothing to do with the famous Kamil Ehin
Gakkhar who had expired about three decades earlier®. He is also unlikely to be identical with
Kamil Ehin, ‘the descendant of Sulfin ‘Aliun’d-Din’ who was present in Bibur's army pitted
against Rind Singi.* Among others, Sayyid Kamil, son of Sayyid Hamid Bukhiri of Gujarat
continued to be in Akbar’s service after his father's death in A.H, 993 and lived to serve under

1 Badiyinl, op. eif,, vol. [TL, p. 100-10.
1 ARIE, 1066.87, No. D, 218,
# Nigimu'd-THn, op, cil., p. 354,
& Abu'F-Fadl, op. cil., vol, I, p. 107,
70/770/2 DGA iz
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Jahingir.! One Kamil, a SBayyid of Shirdz, originally a servant of Shih Fathu'llih Shirdz,
ultimately became & gadr which post he held until his death in about A.H. 1004.* It is difficult
to say for certain, particularly in view of the fact that none of these two names as mentioned
with the title Khin, if any of them is intended here. I am, however, inclined to think that Sayyid
Kamal, the sadr is perhaps intended here, for by virtue of his post, ke was in & position to be
of help and assistance to saintly and scholarly persons, as is implied by the description in the text
—‘the shadow of his self being the asylum of the men of Allih'. The word Shih, of which
Shah is a corruption, it may be pointed out, was generally appended to the names of the Sayyids.
There is another alternative interpretation of the name: The wordShah here may be part of
the name of Khin Shih i.e. Khinshah, in which case the builder would be Kamii, son of
Khanshah, and he may have been an ardent disciple of saint Biyazid in the premises of whose
hospice, the mosque was built. He may also have been an official.

The saint Bayazid referred to in the text was, according to the Family Trees in possession
with the saintly families of Nigaur, a son of Shaikh Sulaimin, the much respected saint of Nigaur
who has been already mentioned in the previous lines (Inscription No. 11I).

The text of the inscription is quoted below :—

TEXT

Plate XV(b)
Sl g o B AL ces 5 boJdle gl U o4 Ok JWS ()
A I R R U A Jaey dob 3 s oy et 390 (y)
R RRCCTRP IR IS T ECE e Ol b ol Jds SEG (r)
3l oy Oy A Ok A AT e S e dnes Sl gt ()
Al g e ol dl == Ol DU oA Alm A 0953 (o)

TRANSLATION

(1) Kamal Ehin, the Shah (lit. king) or Kamil (son of) Ehinghah, the faithful and of
exalted dignity, the shadow of whose person is the refuge of the men of Allah (i.e. saintly people),

(2) constructed in the reign of Akbar Shih, an edifice of public utility (i.e. a mosque) by way
of seeking the pleasure of God and in accordance with the saying of the Prophet (i.e. Mubhammad)?,

(3) inside the Khingdh (Hospice) of the saint, the Shaikh, Bayazid of the time, who is a great
supporter of the house of Islim.

(4) Tt is a beautiful and agreeable mosque, the blessings of which are universally spread, and
which is a place of circumlocution for the pilgrims of the House of Allih.

(5) The blessings (of Allah) are always pouring down in the mosque. Hence, the year of its
~onstruction is (afforded by the chronogram): It is a source of the blessings of the religion of God.

The chronogram contained in the last hemistich yields the date AH. 997 (1588-89 A.D.).

1 Blochmann, op, ¢il., p. 434,

* RadAylial, op, 6it., vol. 11, p. 343,
3 The reforence is to th. famoue Tradition se commonly oseurring in moeque insoriptions,

.
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{n) Epigraph, dated A. H, 1000, from Tijird (p. 59)
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NINE INSCRIPTIONS OF AKBAR FROM RAJASTHAN 9
VIII. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 1000, FROM TIJARA

The last but one epigraph of this article is again from Tijird. It appears over the central
mibrab of the mosque of Qidi Earam Husaini in Mahalla Qidiwda.! It sssigne the erection of
& mosque to Miyin Mubdrak towards the close of the year 1691, in the time of emperor Akbar.
The epigraphical tablet measures 32 by 25 cms. and the text comprises the First Creed in Arabic
and a fragment of three Persian verses ; the date, given in words in the main text, is also inscribed
in figures at the end. The style of writing is Naskh and Nasta'lig of indifferent type.

The builder Miyin Mubirak has been already mentioned in a previous inscription of this
study (No. VI).

The text reads as follows :—

TEXT
Plaie XV (a)

@) Jaey da2 G Y)Y AN Y (y)

Jrope s T il a8 o A5 Az 5 (y)
Al sl g Qs 53 e el gl Sl &5l O s ()
Aw Wb 3 29 i JL sl @_JLT Je 5,0 G (o)

hoow A (o)

TRANELATTON

(1) There is no god except Allih, Muhammad is His Apostle.

(2) In the reign of Akbar, the defender of the Faith, this beautiful mosque was constructed.

(3) Since Miyin Mubérak laid its foundation, God will give good reward to him in paradise,

(4) Wisdom said about its date of construction, “The year was one thousand and the month
Safar.”

(5) Year (A.H.) 1000 Safar 1000=(November-December 1591).

IX. INSCRIPTION, DATED A H. 1011, FROM LOHARPURA

The last record of this article comes from Lohfrpurd in Tahsil and District Nagaur. It is
inseribed on a tablet measuring 60 by 22 cms. which is fixed on the mifirab of a mosque locally
called Chhotl-Masjid.® It comprises a three-line text, of which the first coatains a Quranic verss,
the second comprises the record proper, composed in what is perhaps intended as & Persian coup-
let, and the third gives the date. According to the epigraph, the mosque was constructed in the
name of Hiji Husain Ahangar (lit. blacksmith) in 1602 during the time of emperor Akbar. The
style of writing is Nasta'lig of a fairly good order.

* ARIB, 196566, No. D, 315,
 Ibid., 1061.62, No. I, 44,



%0 EFIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

Hiji Husain Ahangar in whose name the mosque was built —very likely, it was built by him—
seems to be a man, at least, of local importance. I could pot trace any reference to him in con-
temporary sources. But the epigraph is important in establishing quite an interesting piece of
information. The name of the locality Lobirpuri to which the inscription belongs, literally
means the ‘city or quarter of blacksmiths’, and our record also uses the appellation of Ahangar,
meaning ‘a blacksmith’ with the name of Flaji Husain, This should indicate that the name Lohr-
purii was given to the locality on account of its population of the blacksmiths, right from the
time of emperor Akbar —and possibly even from earlier times.

The reading of the inscription is quoted below :—
TEXT
Plate XV(c)
e 5 Il &0 day Au 9 QU Lpls 0 B ()
ST heen ale ult doves ] W35 (y)
AT heg s G 5 53
pen) e gl ey et piler e AW ()

TRANSLATION

(1) Whatever is thereon will pass away and there shall only survive the Face of Thy Lord,
the Lord of Glory and Greatness.!

(2) This mosque was built in the name of Haji Hresin Ahangar during the reign of the king
Jalil-i-Din Muhammadi-Akbar.

(3) On the twenty-fourth of the venerable month of Rajab[year 1011 (28 December 1602).

t Qur'dn, Chapter LX, verss 26,



INSCRIPTIONS OF EMPEROR AKBAR FROM UTTAR PRADESH
Bx W.H. S1pp1qr axp Z.A. Desa

This article is in continuation of the previous ones dealing with the lithie records of the
earlier Muslim dynasties from Uttar Prodesh, that have appeared in this Series.! The findspots
of the eighteen inscriptions studied here in chronological order cover a large area of Akbar's
territory in the province : Jaunpor in the east, Amrohi in the west, Bareilly in the north and
Kilpi in the south. In terms of time, they cover almost the whole reign of the emperor. Most
of these epigraphs are published here for the first time, but the few which were noticed and
published elsewhere as will be pointed out in the respective places, were not studied in quite a
scientific manner, and therefore are included here.

So far, only & limited number of Akbar's inscriptions has been published. Even the modern
scholars who have published monographs on the life and times of this great monarch have not
even cared to utilize properly the valuable information contained in the epigraphical records
of his reign that have 2en brought to light from time to time. As will be seen, these epigraphs
contain valuable data about places and personages of varied status and professions such as minis-
texs, noblemen, jagir-holders, provineial governors, high officials, physicians, poets, saints, archi-
tects or masons, scribes and calligraphers, ete., who flourished at this period. It is therefore hoped
that the present illustrated article will be of use to the students of various aspects of Mughal history.
Also, the illustrations will supply adequate material to those interested in the art of calligraphy,
the scripts represented therein being Naskh, Thulth and X asta'lig. From architectural point
of view too, recording as they do the construction of edifices of different types, their evidence
on the period of the baildings and the development of the building art is valuable, as it would
facilitate proper assessment of the architectural style.

I. INBCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 963, FROM SHERPUR

The late Maulvi Mubammad Shu‘aib of the Archaeological Survey, Northern Circle, Agra,
who copied this epigraph in the early years of this century had found the epigraphical tablet at
Azampur,® a place not very far from its present findspot Bherpur, in the Moridabad district,?
Now a very small and decayed village in the Hasanpur Tahsil, Azampur was an important town
as is indicated by numerous buildings of appreciable size, some of which are still to be seen there,
and had given its name to a pargana, now for the most part included in the Bijuor district* In
Akbar’s time, im.mpm was an important pergana in the sarkdr of Bambhal ® and it was given
in fief, in the early part of his reign, to his relative Mirzd Sultin Mubammad and his sons.*

! Epigraphio Indica Arabic and Persian Supplement (EIAPS) 1961, pp. 45-48; ibid., 1962, Pp. 41-52; dbid.,
1064, pp. 1-20; ibid., 1085, pp. 11-18,

* Annual Report of tht Avehacological Survey of India, United Provinees, Agra (ARASIUP), 191112, p, 68,
No.E, 21.

* Annval Report on Indian Epigraphy (A RIE), 1084-65, No. D, 384,

& Distriel Gazelleers of the United Provinces of Agra and Owdh { DGUP), volume XVI, Moridibid (Allahabad,
1911), p. 194, where a brief deseription of the buildings will be fonnd.

% Abu‘l-Fagl, 4'in-i-Akbarl (44), vol. I (Caloutts, 1872), pp. 370, 521.

*DGUP, vol. XVI, p. 194. Asis woll known, thess very Mirzhs had robelled in 1567 sgainst the young
emperor and catised him much troyble,

L]

70/170/2 DGA 18



62 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT

This is an unpublished and Bistorically important record as it constitutes the earliest known
records of emperor Akbar ; it was set up in A.H, 963 (1556-56 A.D.) a few months after his acce-
ssion.

The inscriptional tablet of red sandstone is now lying loose in the local Jimi* mosque.* Accor-
dinig to Msuling Shu‘aib, it originally belonged to the ruined Jimi' mesque of Azampur, bat wa
lately removed by the local Muslims and fixed on & side wall of & small mosque pamed Qédion-
ki-Masjid. 1n the district gazettee: compiled at about the same time or slightly esrlier, it is spoken
of as being i situ on the Jami' masque.t Anyway, during Shri Siddiql's visit to Azampor in
November 1934, he could not find it there and was informed on inquiry that it was very recently
removed by some resident of Sherpur.

The slab measures 45 by 80 cms. and contains seven lines of writing executed in relief in
Naskh characters of & fair type. The frst and the sixth lines contain non-historical text, the
last gives the name of two persons, One of whom was the supervisor of the construction and
the other, probably, the writer, and the remaining comprise the main text of four verses in
Persian, which states that a Jimi' mosque Was constructed in 1555-56 during the reign of
emperor Akbar by Kamilu'llih ‘Xlam, son of Sulaimin, under the superintendence of Khwajs
Jumman. The name Kamila'd-Din, son of Adam, occurring at the end of the text, can be
reasonably taken to be that of the writer.

The text h-s been deciphercd as under :—

TEXT

Plate XVI (a)

g @ et (1)

G Al O A Gy 3 Osjse S o W (r)
Jndpm wle ol Wl A2 as QLo 31 4 dagh e St 20 5 (1)
PP R ol e salae Ol oded A (e)
Sede gl M@l WS e pab sl G (o)

cman) AT 5 e e i Je B o 3 (4)

pal o ) JWS gen dalat sbE (2)

TRANSLATION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficont, the Merciful.

(%) The construction of this symmetrical and wonderful mesque was made possible throngh
the help of Allih the Most Superior.

' ARIE, 1964-65, No. D, 384. ¥
ARASIUP, 1911-12, p. 68. About sixty years back, the mosque was & fine building quite ont of propor.
tion to the present size of the village* (DGUP, vol. XVL, p. 184), but nowit is almost complately ruined—
wothing of the original stone-strusiure remaing except its castern gatewsy and port of the rear wall,



Prate XVI1

{99 ") wjey wosg
‘0L6 “H v poavp ‘uonydiosug (q)

{ IIXX—JAX ss1vig )
HSHAVEI MVILO WOHA MVENY 0 sNOIIJIHO8NI

(79 *d) andzong woyy
£96 " 'V puvp ‘wondizosuy (v)
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INBCRIPTIONS OF EMPEROR AKBAR FROM UTTAR PRADESH 63

(3) The year was sixtythree and nine hundred from the Migration (A.H. 963=1555-56 A.D.)
when this Jimi‘ (mosque) was completed in s happy state

(4) during the reign of the victorious Sultén, Jaliln'd-Din Muhammad Akbar, the king.

(6) The builder of this mansion of the Most Glorified (Allih) (is' Kamilu'llsh ‘Alam, son of
Bulsimin.

(6) And may salutation of Allih be upon the best of the creation (i.e. Prophet) Muhammad
and his progeny, all of them.

(7) The superintendent (of the constructionis) Khwija Jumman. (Written by ?) Kamih'd-
Din, son of Adam.

About none of the persons mentioned in the record, we have any information.

II. INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 965, FROM BULANDSHAHR

This inscription, an unpublished record' from Bulandshahr, a district headquarters, is
engraved in relief on a slab measuring 50 by 43 ¢ms. which is fixed in the north wall of the
courtyard of the Mughal-Masjid.* It was copied in 1962 by Bhri A. A. Kadiri, Epigraphical

Assistant,

The text comprises eight lines of writing in Persian and records the completion of the
building of the mosque in 1557 in the time of the administration of Abu'l-Fath Muhammad
Mu'min Mirzi under the supervision and architect-ship (mi'mari) of Ehwija Ahmad Alahdiya
Angirl. From this as also from some of the insoriptions of Akbat from different parts of the
country published in the present issue, it will be seen that the titles used for him in the early

part of his reign read more like those used in the early Sultanate period.
The text is inscribed in Naskh characters and reads as under: -

TEXT
Plate XVII (a)
suaadl g8 ()
JWidl el &1 Opn Jbe 955 dmes gl Snles Ay sl ()
G 6 by Ol Bl Ml Sl clys Aes 33 ()
A A ol e LIy dl Ol W g &l gB (o)
ol iy aballe cuySs Olj g Wl 5 4l Gl s (gle Jiah ()
Al S el e e e A gl VAN e (4)
b Of eourse, it was briefly reforred toin DGUP, vol, V, Bulandsbahe (Lucknow, 1022), p. 207.
% ARIE, 1982-83, No- D, 288. Faor the history, buildings and inscriptions of Bulandshabr, see DGUP, vol ¥,

pp. 206-07 ; Fohrer, The Monumenial Antiguilies and Inscriptions in the North Weslers Provinces end Oudh
(Allahabsd, 1801), pp. 4-5 ; ARIE, 1062-63, Nos, D, 250-63; EIAFPS, 1064, pp. 4, 8; ibid., 1008, pp, 1. 18 ; d,,

1968, p.28; ot




61 LPIGRAPHIA INDICA—ARABIC AND PERSIAN SUPPLEMENT
Golail Didgll deal aslpt o 53 MR olew o pluel (<)

me Al 3 a3 gt Al 8 pt oo O 3 gl B0 ()

TRANSLATION
(1) He is the Diety.

(2) The building of this Paradise-like mosque was gompleted through the help of the Almighty
and the Sublime Allih,

(3) in the time of the government of His Exalted Majesty, the emperor of the world, the
ruler of the surface of the earth,

(4) the Shadow of Allih in the worlds, monarch of the land and the ses, Jalilu'd-Din
Muhammad- Akbar,

(5) Padshih Ghizi, may Allih perpetuate his kingdom and sovereiguty, in the time of the
governor-ship of the one possessing lofty dignity, the asylum of loftiness,

(6) the patron of the poor, Abuw’l-Fath Muhammad Mu'min Mirzd, may Allih add to his
dignity,

(7) under the supervision and architect-ship (or masonship) of the servant of the court of
the Omuipotent, Khwija Ahmad, (son of) Alahdiya Angirf,

(8) on the tweutyseventh of the month of Mubarram in the year five and sixty and nine
hundred (A.H.) 965 (27th Mubarram 965=19th November 1557).

The text is not guite clear about the actual builder of the mosque. It could have been
built at the instance of the governor, or the person in charge of the construction, namely Ehwija
Ahmad might have built it. As to Abu'l-Fath Mvhammad Mu'min Mirzii, the governor, who is
described as the patron of the poor and needy, it is difficult to establish his identity. He is
evidently different from Muhammad Mu’'min, brother of KEhwijs Shamsu'd-Din Ehwifl, the
celebrated official and noble of Akbar.! From his Funya and also from the appellation Mirzd
suffixed to his name, it can be reasonably surmised that he belonged to the royal family.It is
therefore surprising that he finds no mention in historical works and hence, our epigraph is
quite jmportant as it bas preserved the name of an important official. Likewise, Khwija
Ahmad son of Alshdiya Ansirl is untraceable.

11, INSCRIPTION, DATED A.H. 968, FROM AGRA

This inscription, & new find from Agrd, was found and copied in 1965 by Shri 8, A. Rahim
then Epigraphical Assistant. It is inscribed on a slal measuring 1.10 m. by 33 cms. which is
fixed over the central mihrdb of the Mughal-Masjid in S8eo-ki-Bazir Mahalla of the city,* which,
Shri Rahim reports, was recently converted into a hotel.

1 Nizimu'd-Din Ahmad, Tubagdl-i-4kbarf (Lucknow, 1875), pp. 009, 772, 762, T87.
% ARIE, 1085-60, Ko. D, 392,

%
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The text of the record consists of two lines in Persian which are executed in rcliﬂi" in
beautiful Thulgh script and assigns the construction of the mosque in 1582 to an official Tkhtiyar
Khin, son of Shibibu'd-Din, who is described as the Faujdir-i-khissa. It reads as under :—

TEXT

Plate XVIII(c)
Al B A (Gle isl 45T dee ) JRs s pll 33 dmes gl 3,50 ()
3 et 3 deag Jle 30 gl Dled ) dels Hlda gl Ol HLES &3 40 ()

g

TRANSLATION

(1) This mosque was built in the reign of Jalilu'd-Din Muhmmad Akbar Bidshah Ghiazi,
may Allik perpetuate his kingdom,

(2) by the servant of the court Tkhtiyir Ehin, the Faunjdir-i-Khissa (commander of the
royal forces), son of Shihibu'd-Din, in the year nine hundred and sixty and eight from the
Migration (A.H, 968-1560-61 A.D.).

The builder of the mosque Ikhtiyir Kiin is evidently identical with TkhtiyirEion Faujdar,
one of the five officials who commanded the royal division (morchal-i-kliissa) that was pitted
against the Laklota-Gate of the Chitor fort in A.H. 975.7 His designetion may be taken to
indicate that he was attached to the royal contingent. It also furnishes the name of his father
Shibbu'd-Din. The latter does not seem to have anything to do with Shikabu'd-Din Abmad
khin, & Sayyid of Nishipur (d. A.H. 990), who was Mughal viceroy of Gujarat and Malwa for
muuy years.®

IV, INSCRIPTION, DATED AH. 970, FROM KALPI

This is an wupublished record from Kilpi in District Jaliun.? The inscribed slab,
measuring 41 by 24 cms., is set op over the wmikrdd in the western wall, of an uniden-
tified tomb situated near the Chilla of the famous fifteenth century saint Shih Madir in
Madirpura locality of the town.* The imposing domed structure is in decaying condition. Tts
stone-screens and floors are broken, but the dome and the grave are still intact. BShri Siddiql
who obtained the impression of this inscription reports that the stone sarcophagus inside the
dome is richly inscribed with Quranic texts in extremely elegant Thulih.

The text of the epigraph runs into four lines and assigns the construction of the tomb in 1562-
i3 to Nawwib Nasir “Ali Sultin. - The language of the inscription, exceptin the first line conta-
ining the religious text, is Persian, The style of writing is Naskh of a fairly good type.

1 Abw'l-Fadl, Akbar Namd{AN), vol. 11 (Caleutta, 1670), p. 316,

3 For details of his earcer, see, Shih Nawiz Ehiin, Ma'athiru"l-Umand, vol. 11 (Caleutts, 1890), pp. 567-70,

2 For the history and inscriptions of Kilpi, ses DEUP, vol. XXV, Jalaun (Allahabad, 1921), pp. 158-84;
A, Cunningham, Archacologieal Survey of India Reports (ASIR), vol. XXI (Calcutta, 1885), pp. 131-33 ; Fihyer,
op. cit., PP 112-13; EIAPE, 1953and 1954, pp.34-30,

+ ARIE, 1064-835, No. D, 363,
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Its text is quoted below :—

TEXT

Plata XVI(b)
Ol Qi & G858 pmdl et B e ()
WE Jaol 5 dez OUB] plas¥] Olkle od s dps 35 (i)
die 2Y) auyebe 33 Olble o ol @bl il 035008 ()
A3 a3 Al ) cnles a5 sy sEs e (o)

TRANBLATTION

(1) In the name of Allih, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Through the guidance of Allih
the Obliging Lord,

(2) in the reign of the greatest king, the Khaqin, Mubhammad Akbar Biadshih Ghaz,
(3) by the order of the illustrions Nawwab Nasir ‘Al Sulfén, in the month of Rabin’l-
Akhar, (when) the year.

(4) was nine handred and seventy (Rabi‘ II A.H. 970-November-December 1562 AD.),
the building of this dome was completed.

It is quite unfortunate that the name of the person on whose grave the tomb was built,
has not been specified. There is no literary evidence either to identify him. By the grand
structure and its proximity with the Chilla of Shih Madar, one would be tempted to hazard a
guess that the occupant of the tomb was either a saint of note or a high official of the period.
At any rate, it must belong to some distinguished personality of that place. It is also probable
that the tomb is that of the builder, Nawwab Nasir ‘Al Sultin himself, who erected it in his life
time, as the practice of builéing a tomb in one’s own life time was, and even now, not quite
uncommon.

It is difficult to identify the Nawwab. Historical works of the period seem to ignore him
altogether, although he seems to have been a person of note, as his name as well as the title
Nawwib tend to suggest. Onur epigraph is thusjthe only source to have left his name to posterity
and therein lies its importance.

V. INSCRIPTION, DATED A_H. 970, FROM SAKIT

This inscription comes from the ancient town of Sakit in Etdh district, situated sixtesn kilo-

metres southeast of the district headquarters.! It was copied in sbout 1953 by 8hri Y.E. Bukhari

the then Senior Epigraphical Assistant. It was first publisted by H. Blochmann whose reading
was, however, neither complete nor fully carrect.*

! For un secount and history of the town, see DGUP, vol. XIT, Etah {Allahabad, 1911), pp. 213-14, where re.
forance has been made to the epigraph under study, For other inscriptions from Sakit, sea Epigraphia Indo-Mosle-
mica (E1M),1913-14, p, 32 (Balban's) ; EIAPS, 1967, PP- 36-30 (Bher Shah's); Proceedings of the Asiabic Socigly of
Bengal (PASE), 1874 (Caleutta, 1878), p. 106 (Aurangzeb's) ; ARIE, 1962-53, Nos. C, 131-33 ; ehe.

" PASB, 1874, p. 106; E. T, AMtinson, Stakislical Descriphive, And Historical Account of the North [Wesiern
FProvinces of India, vol. IV (Allahabad, 1§76), p. 189,
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The inscriptional tablet, measuring 1-33 m. by 66 oma., is fixed in the west wall of the n.osque
situated near the Imdmbara,’ and contains a three-line text, below which are inscribed a couple
of names inchuding that of the seribe. The epigraph records the construction of the mosque in
1563, carried out by the orders of Nizimu’d-Din Ibrahim Ehin Badakhshi. The epigraph was
inseribed by one Ismd‘ll, whom it is difficalt to identify. The text inscribed in a later hand, as
in the case of the name of the scribe and to the right of it, below the last line, has obliterated
and cannot be satisfactorily made out. It perhaps contained the name of the person who actually
saw through the construction. It will be seen that in this epigraph also, as in the case of the most
of the inscriptions of the early reign of Akbar such of the titles as are generally met with in the
inscriptions of the early Sultina of Delhi, are employed.

The record is of sufficient historical significance as it provides an epigraphica! memento of
one of the distinguished noblemen of the time of Humiyiin and Akbar, namely Khwija Ibrahim
Badakhshi, who held the pargana of Bakit in jdgir. Incidentally, it was at Sakit, in the year pre-
vious to the date of our epigraph, that an atteampt was made on the life of Akbar.®? Also we know
for the first time from the epigraph that the Ehwija was known by the title Nijdmun'd-Din. He
was originally a servant of Mirzd Hindil, brother of emperor Humiyiin and had joined the latter
on his master's death. Under Akbar, he held the rank of 1000 horse and held the pargana of Sakit
in jagir. The last mention of him occurs in the annals of A.H. 969, while our epigraph shows
that he continued to hold the pargana at least until the next year.?

The text is inscribed in TAulth of a fairly good quality and has been read as follows :—
TEXT
Plate XIX(b)

eSSl QU] plae¥] Olhl) D Bl S ,40 50| ] 1 4 ()
U3 @ N Bile el 3 Gl 853U

AW @ als (gl dlall a5 de2 ol e (gibed] Al s el @) 3ke (y)
ﬁ' 3 albl 5 ol

Oladl 3 3l ealo ol Ssll QL' U] g ol Al 3 0y gl S (¢)
Alanad 5 gpate die Olad 2 22l Qe el gl o) pliad
Juslas) K 8 i (o

1 ARIE, 1852-53, No. C, 132,
* Theincident ns relatod by Akbar himself, is described in Abu'l-Fagdl, AN, vol, I1, pp. 163-65,
"Raferences to him will be found in Abu'l-Fagdl, AN, vol. T (Caloutta, 1878), pp. 814-15: vol, I, pp. 1634,
A4, vol. I, p. 225.

*Blochmann, op. ril., p. 106reads ‘dseea] oda it

Yhid., omita this word.

" Thid, reads ‘ SU%,

? The underlined words have not been dociphered in itid,

*The underlined portion is too obliterated to admit of decipherment, Blochmann, op. eil., p. 105, omits
e word 'ﬁf" also, but it is quite legible,
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TRANSLATION
(n

(1) This blessed and noble mosque was constructed in the time of the government of the great
king and illustrious Ehiqin, lord of the kings of Arabia and Persia, protector of the cities of Allih
and helper

(2) of His creatures, champion of the religion of the Prophet of Hijiz, Jalile'd-Din Moha-
mmad Akbar Badshih Ghizi, may the Exalted Allih perpetnate his kingdom and sovereiguty
and make his

(3) bounty and gift aniversal! This (construction® was ordered by the refuge of glory and
he asylum of nobility, master of generosity and kindness, (namely) Nigimu’d Din Ibrihim Ehiin
Badakhshi, (in the) month of §habin (in the) year (AH.) seventy and nine hundred (8ha‘bin
970=March-April 1563).

R A R A e e Lo The poor writer is Ismil,

VI.VIII. INSCRIPTIONS, DATED A. H. 975, FROM JAUNPUR

These three inscriptions are from the mosque ab Jaunpur,! locally known as the Hammim-
Darwiza mosque, and were copied by Bhri Kadiri in 1963. They are complimentary to one
another in that one refers to the reign of the king, the other records the construction of the
miosque, the name of its builder and the chronogram for its date, and the third quotes the date of
the construction of the mosque in words. Their calligraphy, which is beautiful Nasta'liy, is
also in the same hand.

The first of these epigraphs, containing the name of the reigning emperor, appears over the
central mifrab.® Inscribed on a slab measuring 86 by 48 cms., its text runs into three lines of 3
Persian and mentions that the completion of the * noble edifice * (i.e., the mosque) took place in
the reign of emperor Akbaz, for whom apart from most of the titles as were uzed in the previous
epigraph, the title Sihib Qirdn is also used. There is no date, but as stated above, it was set up
along with the other two records dated 1567-68.

The epigraph has been read as under: —
TEXT

Plate XVII(b)

el 3 ol e Y plasl Olaale cas pl) 33 S sy @ ()
o Olldl Ol Ol 3 g dbaly &l ke U & S Bil (5)
Aol aS) dez ) e ) gl QUL o Qi) g Ol Olldl (r)

=il plad] (gjla

1 For the account of the history, buildings and inseriptions of Jaunpur please see Fiihrer, The Shoargt Archi-
Mecture of Jounpur (§AJ),ed. Jamss Burgess {Calcutta, 1886), pp. 4-13; Percy Brown, Indion Archileclure, |
vol. TT (Bombsy, 1042), pp. 43-47; Mubammad Fagiho'd-Din, The Shargi Monuments of Juunpir (Allshabad, i
1922) ; Munght Nagira'd-Din, Tari By-i-)oungdr in Urdu (Jaunpor, 1922), pp. B-16; Igbdl Abmad, TériBhi-i.

z~i-Hind, in Trdu (Jannpur, 1963) ; EJAPS, 1984, p. 12 (pL IV b) ; ste.

s ARTE, 106384, No. D, 362. Tts reading published in Faglhu'd-Din, op.cif., P. 114, and Tqbil Abmad,

op. sil,, p- 376, Is faulty.



Prate XVII

(a) Insc 1pn dat.&ﬁ .A. H. 9'&5 from Bula ndah.a.ht (p. 63)
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INSCRIPTIONS OF EMPEROR AKBAR FROM UTTAR PRADESH &9
TRANSLATION

(1) This noble building (mosque) in the days of the government of the great Sihib Qirlin
(lit. Lord of Conjunction), lord of the kings of Arabia and Peasia,

(2) protector of the cities of Allih and helper of His creatures, means of peace and security,
the sultin, son of the sultin, son of

(3) the sultin, the Khiqdn, son of the Ehiqin son of the Ehiqin, Abu'l-Muzaffar Jalilu'd-
Din Muhsmmad Akbar Bidshih Ghazi, was completed.

This epigraph mentions neither the name of the builder of the mosque nor ita date of cons-
truction. According to the other two complimentary epigraphs on the mosque, it was built in
1667-68 by Nawwib Muhsin Khin.

The large inscriptional tablet measuring 1:52 m. by 60 ems. which bears the second inscription
from the mosque and the seventh of the group, is built into the wall above the right mifrabt, It
comprises three Persian verses of sufficient literary merit, which are engraved in relief in six
beautifully designed panels arranged in two lines, The record, apart from providing the
udditional information that the mosque was constructed on the site of an idol-house,? names
Nawwib Muhsin Ehin as its builder and gives for its datea chronogram which works out to
1567-68. The ingenuity of the chronogram which proclaims the skill of its composer lies in the
fact that the phrase comprising it mentions the monument and its builder—* mosque of
Nawwib Muhsin Ehin' The style of writing is Nasta'liq of the same beautiful type.

The text has been deciphered as follows :—

TEXT
Plate XV111(a)
ST ol wsle ol o2 oy 2 Gy 55 ()
St 33y el |y i (y) PS5 Lslas OF alam
Sy O e g dwes i eSS ol AU Ju
TRANSLATION

(1) Thanks that by the guidance of the Everlasting and the Living (Allah), this house of
infidelity became the niche of prayer (i.e., mosque),

As a reward for that, the Generous Lord

(2) constructed an abode for its builder in Paradise.

The Pen of Reason wrote (the words :) the mosque of Nawwab Mubsin Khan, for the date of
ita construction.

The phrase the ‘ mosque of Nawwib Muhsin fhin * yields A. H. 975 (1567-68 A.D.).

" ARIE, 1963-64, No. D, 353. Also, Fagllhu'd-Din, op. cit., p. 116 and Iqbal Abmad, op. eit,, p, 376.

® According to Faglhu'd-Din, ep.cit,, p. 45, the materjals of the mosque ' were taken from those of the temple
of Lachman Das, Diwan of Khan.i.Zaman Ali Qoli Khan. . .. .. Akbar made over all the property of the Diwan to
Nawab Mohsin Khan........" Also sea Tqbil Ahmad, op. cil., p. 375, Both the accounts geem o have been
taken from M. Khairu'd-Din's Jounpur Ndma (Ms),
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Before proceeding to the next epigraph, it may be pointed out that according to Fagthu'd-
Din and Igbil Ahmad, Mir Mubammad Mubsin had * died before the completion of the mosgue
which was done by his son’.' But, for this statement there is no proof ; the epigraph at least
does mot bear it out. What probably misled them (or very likely their original source) to come
to this conclusion, is the reference in the text to the builder's having been granted abode in
paradise. But that, it may be pointed out, is mothing else but a reference to the famous
Tradition of the Prophet about the reward of constructing mosques —' He who builds for Allah,
a mosque, Allah builds for him a house in Paradise’. Moreover, Muhammad Muhsin finds mention
as builder in inscriptions set up later than A. H. 970, the date of completion of this mosque.*

The squarish tablet bearing the third inseription of the Hammim-Darwiza mosque and
the eighth record of Akbar, appears above its left milirab.* Measuring 50 by 52 ems., it contains
a record of one line in Persian written in besutiful Nasta'lig characters similar to thosein the
previous epigraphs. Likewise, the text is beautifully arranged and executed in a panel decorated
around its border by a pleasing geometrical design.

The epigraph records the date of completion of the building in words.

It reads as under:—
TEXT

Plate XVIII(b)
Ay pleily piy 3 SlEe g dapd ml Jle 2l ol

TRANSLATION

This lofty edifice was completed in the year nine hundred and seventy and five (AH.
975<=1567-68 AT.).

It is surprising that practicslly nething is known about Nawwib Muhsin Khin, the builder
of this mosque and several other edifices, from contemporary or later records. The title Nawwib
prefixed to his name clearly suggests that he was a man of high status in the region, probably
holding jagir or a high post in the sarkar of Jaunpur, which was included in Akbar's time in the
githa of Allihabad. He has also to his credit, three more inscriptions, one at Jaunpur dated AH.
984 and two at Akbarpur (now in Faizibid district but then in the Jaunpur sarkir), dated AH.
976 and 977. But this identity is notcertain. The compiler of the old district guzetteer speaks
of him as having been in charge of the old pargana of Sanjhauliin the time of Akbar, and also as
having founded the town of Akbarpur,* for which statements no authority is quoted, But this
is not o say that these statements are without any truth. The compiler of the gazetteer might
have got his information about Muhsin Ehin's jdgir, ete., if not from historieal works in manus-
cripts to which we have no access, from family documents or state records, locally obtainables
1t is equally likely that the topographical position of Akbarpur and Sanjhauli may have provided
basis for these statements. Sanjhauli is hardly a couple of kilometres away, towards south-east
from the centre of the town, and it must be in pargena Sanjhauli only that Akbarpur town of

3 r..n,ut 'd-m;, op. cil., p. 45; Tqbil Akmad, op, cil., p. 375,
2 [oseription Now. TX-X infro. As o matter of fact, both Fagthu'd-Din, op. cil., p. 118 and Iqbil Abread,
op. cil., Pp. 387-88, quote another inscription recording the construction of an edifiee by him in A.H. n:t
ARIE,1983-64, o, D, 354, Fagihu'd-Din, op, cil,, p. 114 and Iqbil Ahmad, op, eil., p. 377,
& U P, vol, XLIIT, Faizabad (Allshabad, 1028), p, 185,




Prate XVIII
(a) Record, dated A. H. 975, from Jaunpur (p. 69)

Scate ;: ‘08
(b) Another record of the same date, eame place (p. 70)
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(¢} Inseription, dated A, H, 968, from Agra (p. 65)
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INSCRIPTIONS OF EMPEROR AKBAR FROM UTTAR PRADESH !

to-day, when founded, must have been situated, for in Abu’l- Fadl's account of the Jaunpur
sarkdr, only pargana Sanjhauli is mentioned.! Also, the maps show one Mohsinpur as one of the
suburbs or very probably by now a locality—of Akbarpur, which also must owe its origin to
Nawwib Muhsin Ehin,

Other modern works on the history and monuments of Jaunpur speak of Nawwab Mubasin
Ehin s Dhu'l-Qadar.® According to these, he was ' then talugdar of Jaunpur’ urder Mun‘im
Ehin, he had received from emperar Akbar all the property of Lachhman Das, the Diwin of Ehin
Zamin, he had constructed the mosque in the house of Lachman Dis, which still exists ander
the name of Patthar-ki-Havell and his heirs flourished at Jsunpur until recently (and may be
found there even now). He is also stated to have been an Afghin, was living first at Burhanpur
then with * All Wardl Khin at Ghazipur-Baniras and was granted the title of Dhu’l-Qadar by
Akbar and he subsequently became a favourite official of Mun‘im Ehin.? For these statements
no early authorities are quoted, but presumably their earliest source must be Jaungiir Nama of
Maulvi Ehairu'd-Din®, which is not available to us. It is therefore, difficult to gay how far these
statements are correct. Itis not unlikely, asin the case of the statement commented upon
above—namely that the builder died before the mosque could be constructed -that the text
of these epigraphs may have suggested these particulars about the property of a Hindu Diwan
containing a temple being made over to Muhsin Ehiin. As to the tribe name Dhu'l-Qadar
or his being an Afghin, it may be pointed out that Mubsin Ehin of our epigraph wns a Sayyid,
as the prefix Mir used with his name in one of the epigraphs clearly shows.

Now as far as the historical works available in print are concerned, we get mention only of
one Muhsin Ehién, who is stated in the annals of the year A. H. 971 to be a brother of the
celebrated Shihibu'd-Din Abhmad Ehén ;* the latter, it may be recalled, belonged toaSayyid
family of Nishipur. He is probably the same Muhsin Khin who later on, in A, H. 982, partici-
pated in the Bengal expedition led by Ehin-i-Ehinin Mun‘im Khin.* These are the only two
references we get about Muhsin Ehin, and, coming as they do from contemporary Abu'l-Fadl,
and also in view of the fact that he was, though a few years after the date of our records, an
auxhiliary of Mun‘im Ehin, it is very dikely that he is the Nawwib of our records. There was
also one Mir Muhsin D&l among the nobles of Humiyiinin about A, H, 9617, but whether he
is identical with our Muhsin Ehin, it is diffioult to Bay.

IX-X. INSCRIPTIONS, DATED A. H. 976 AND 977, FROM AKBARPUR

These two inscriptions recording almost the same purpert were copied in 1963 by Shri
Kadirl. The earlier of the two appears on the northern parapet wall of the bridge over the Tons at
Akbarpur in Faizabad district. It does not mention the name of Akbar but his governor Mun‘im
Ehin, the other epigraph mentions both,

The town of Akbarpur is situated on the left bank of tLe Tous at a distance of about 60 kilo-
metres from the district headquarters, and, asstated above, is believed to have been founded by

1 Abu'l-Fagl, A4, I, p. 348,

1 Dhu'l-Qadar was a tribe of Turks.

8 Faglhu'd-Din, op. eil,, p. 45 ; Iqbil Ahmad, op, eit., pp. 270, 375.

¢ Tqbil Alimad, ep, ¢it,, p. 270, who gives most of theso details quotes a manuseript, Tagalli-i-Ndr Swwwum,
as hjs source, But he doss not give details about this work,

5 Abu'l-Fagl, AN, vol, II, p. 208. Shihibu'd-Din Abmad Ehin wasa Sayyid and not & Dho'l-Qadar Tark,

* Ibid., vol. ITI, (Caloutta, 1886), p, 123.

' [bid., vol. I, 342,
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Nawwib Muhammad Muhsin, * who was in-charge of the old pargana of Sanjhauli in the time of
Akbar.! As a mint-town of the Mughals, it is familiar to the students of numismatics under the
name Akbarpur-Tindi. It was very probably established by Akbar in whose reign the town is
said to have been founded after his name®

The large tablet on which the record is inscribed is squarish, measuing 128 by 123 m. The
text consists of five Persian couplets, arranged in ten panels and executed in relief in Nasta'lig
characters, similar to those of the Jaunpur epigraphs. The present epigraph refers tothe
governorship of Nawwib Mun‘im and states that the bridge was construoted in 1568-69 by Mir
Muhsin. The date is given both in figure as well as by a chronogram, which as in the case of its
counterpart in the Jaunpur epigraph is ingenious in that it also gives the description of the monu-
ment along with the name of the builder.

The inscription reads as follows :—

TEXT

Plate XX(a)
i sl e 1y Ol a8 AF Wl Gl Ol (y)
T R TR v T | ¥ S5 s Lee bss (y)
Ghllad 5B I A8 i B § Geme e 2,5 Ol (r)
G dly B M AE AT & Ol cale e Gwish ()
Ten (o= Ay e ps Oy 3N Il s e il Az s (o)

TRAKBLATION

(1) In the time of the Nawwib, the asylum of the world, except in whom the world has no
custodian,

(2) (and who is) the ocean of generosity, (namely) the fortunate Mun‘im (who is) the pivot
of the earth and the trustee of the age,

(3) Mir Muhsin (who is) in fact world of generosity, was guided by the Powerful Lord of
bounties (i. e., Allih),

(4) and by the guidance of God, constructed such a bridge that the path of speech (1. e.,
description or criticism) is closed on Reason.

(5) If th?]r inquire about its descriptionand the year (of construction.) say, “ The bountiful
deed of Mubsin has been done in a beautifulway . (A. H.) 976 (1568-69 A.D.).

L ARIE, 1963-84, No. D, 316. The upper part of the tablet has been inscribed in more recent times with
an epigraph in Urdu nnd English recording the remodolling of the bridge in A H. 1311, 1894 A D, (ibid. No.D a17).
On the lower fricze occurs another inscription (ibid, 1060-T0 Na. D, 2309), comiposed by Nigir in Pe:rﬁ.n' varee
and exeouted in Nasta'lig characters which records that Zuhiir Abmad repaired tho bridge of Mubsin in 1564 by
#be order of {name lost), Both thess epigraphs may be seen in the plate.

#The earliest dates to be found on his coins from this mint are A, H. 970 in copper and 970 or 971 in  silver
Beo . B. Whitehead, Catalogue of Coina in the Panjab Museum Lahore, vol, II (Oxford, 1014), Nos, 6023, and 245 .
C. J. Brown, Catalogue of coins i the Provincial Museur wucknow, (Oxford, 1920), No. 273, . y

wil |
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The values of the letters of the last hemistich, according to the 4jilad system, when added,
give the date which is also inscribed in figures at the end.

The other inscription from Akbarpur iz engraved on a tablet measuring 160 m, by 55 cms.,
which is built up above the northern mifrabof the Shahi-Masjid, situated near the said bridge.!
It comprises eight Persian couplets which are inscribed in Nasta'li in four lines, each cut up into
four panels. The writing is slightly damaged.

This epigraph, as stated above, bears almost the same purport as the other one just des-
cribed, with the additional information that a mosque was built along with the bridge. It
records that the mosque and the bridge were constructed in 1569-70 in the reign of the emperor
Akbar and during the governorship of Mubammad Mun‘im by Muhammad Mubsin Ehin, the
date being afforded by a chronogram as well as figures, This date, it will be observed, is luter by
one year thun the date of the construction of the bridge. This should either meun that the
bridge was constructed in the previous year i.e., 1568-69 and the mosque in the following yeur
or that the buildings were commenced in the first and completed in the second year. The first
alternative appears to be nearer the truth.

The compiler of the old district gazetteer records A.H. 976 (1568-69) as the date of this epi-
graph, which is incorrect, Likewise, according to the same authority, * the buildings are said
to have been erected under the direction of the emperor himself, when he passed through the
place on his return from Jaunpur to Agra’? That the local belief, on which the statement
seems to rest, does not seem to be well-founded is indicated by our epigraphs  which do not
mention any such thing.

The epigraph hus been deciphered us under : —
TEXT

Plate XI1X(a)

Olad dides &l Oy 52 AS il b oy dmen a8 K2 ()
O 3 Oy da sy da 45 il aT oio L8
bl 3 ool 35l e il a7 prls  de 5l e Ol ()
o Jde s Je g W95 ol 8l SJas 5l o8
Olenl 9 wibly o)t 39 a5 et ek dayl e ()
Ol Gl dor Lok Ghs e da Ol
Ol W s 2l Ssb o 33 &l 35 ladgs (e)
LPP

Ol eses 5| 300 b 9 does o ol s LIS I T

PARIE, 1963-04, Ko, D, 318. There are two more inscriptions in the same mosque : one (4 RIE, 1963.684
No. D, 319}, records the construction (reparation?) of the mosque in A, H. 1071 {1660-6] A1) by Mubsrama
Ja*far al-Husainl al-Mizandarin! entitled Sa‘idat n, and the other refers 4o the repairs earried out in AH. 1150
{1746 A.D.) by the great Ehin, Sayyid Akbar Yar Khin, to the mosque * originally built in the reign of empesor

1 DGUP, vol. XLILL, p, 188, The wrong date as well as the statement are ted in ihe revised editio
of $he gazettcor Uitur Prideeh Distric Gosetlears, Faizabad (Allahabed, 1060) . 45~ B 3
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TRANSLATION

(1) Thanks (are due to God) that this mosque and bridge were constructed in the reign of
the king having the insignis of Jamghid,

the king of Faith, Akbar the Ghazi, who happens to be the monarch of the wholeof the
universe.

(2) The Khén of Jam-like suthority Mubammad Mun‘im, on account of whom the world
enjoys peace and security,

through his good fortune, these two edifices (i.., the bridge and the mosque) were cons-
tructed by the Ehin of noble lineage and lofty rank,

(3) Muhammad Muhsin, of noble demeanour, who is famous for kindness and generosity,
(who is) kind to every creature of God and attends to the work of the people of the world.

(4) The Sky exerted itself in his work so that both these buildings could flourish (i.e., could
be completed) ;

therefore, the date (of construction), from the head of exertion, came (to be contained in the
words :) the mosque and the bridge are (built) by Mulsin Khan. (A.H.) 977 (1569-70 A.D.).

The chronogram is contained in the last hemistich. But to obtain the date,3, being the
value of the letter j whichis thefirst letter (head) of the word jahd (effort) has to be added to the
numerical value 974 of the main chronogram, as is indicated in the last but one hemistich.

Apart from Mir Muhsin, the builder, the epigraphs mention the Jaunpur governor Muu‘im
Bhin, who is too well-known to need any details here.!

It seems that the bridge was constructed whether under the emperor's order or not—for
easy communications in the eastern region, since want of roads and bridges had caused much
trouble to the imperial forces during the rebellion of khin Zamién whom Mun‘im khin had
succeeded in AH. 975.* The other bridge of that period which exists to-day was constructed by
the orders of Mun‘im Khin at Jaunpur itself? Incidentally both the bridges have been
mentioned by the seventeenth-century European travellers Finch and Da-Laet.*

XI-XII. INSCRIPTIONS, DATED A.H. 978, FROM JAUNPUR

These two inscriptions from Jaunpur are quite important. They were also copied by Shri
EKadirl in 1963, One of these records is undated but there is little doubt that both belong to the
same date. They are not only written in the same calligraphic style, but also convey the game
purport, The study of the dated epigraph is taken up first.

2 For details of his career see Shih Nawiz Ehin, op, cit., vol. I (Calcutta, 1888), pp. 635-45 ; Blochmann,
op. cil., pp. 33334,

® Abu'l-Fagdl, vol. I, p. 208 ; Dr, B. P. Tuipithi, Rise and Fall of the Mugha! Empire (All-helad, 1068), p,
1:0; A. L. Srivistara, Albor the Greal (Agra, 1962), pp. 11011,

# Fiahrer, S4J, op. eil., p. 17, where & detailed description of the great bridge and jts six jnserip jor il be
found. Also see Faglhu'd-Din, op. cit., pp. 38+41; 110-114 ; Iqbil Abmad, op. cit., pp. 365-66.

* William Foster, Early Trovels in Iadia (Oxford, 1921), p 176 ; De-Laet, Empire of the Great Mogal (Bombay,
1928) p. 66,
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Prate XIX
{a; Eplgmph dated A, H. 977, from Akbarpur (p. i
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The epigraphical tablet measuring 1'45 m. by 43 cms. is fixed above the northern mijrab
of & mosque situated on the northern bank of the Gomti near the great bridge.! Itiscutinto
four panels, arranged in two horizontal lines, and each panel contains a Persian verse. These
four Pesian couplets are inscribed in elegant Nasta‘lig style, which is similar to the one employed
in the three inscriptions of Jaunpur, studied above.

The metrical text is composed by one Miskin and states that the mosque was built by Sultin
Muhammad, the physician and occulist (hakim and kahhdl), in 1570-71, at the time when the
* Ehiin of Ehiqdn-like position' Ma‘gim Khin was in authority, the reigning monarch being Akbar.

It has been deciphered as follows : —
TEXT

Plate XIX(c)
iy ey ple k) ad 1o ) Gy el Az glh w5 A as ()
plA B 3 pin) b fen gadd ] e 4SS Ol ppane cliie OBl Ok Ol 4
Pl wb Jpde sy O gL W dh s Gy s L5 dilyE ()
L R [ P el W | W Pt A3 s Olgl O s Gk caf

TRANSLATION

(1) By the bounty of the universal favour of the Most Merciful and Beneficent(Allik), this
building was constructed in the reign of Akbar, the GhazT, the king who is master of the necks {of
people),

and in the time of the Ehin of Ehiqan-like position (namely), Ma‘sim Ehén who is, by the
grace of the Merciful (Allih), both merciful and generous.

(2) With a view that the mention of the name of the builder and the year of the construction
may remain (in the world) in such a way as may appeal to the mind of the upright people,

Miskin, when he saw the gates of the Paradise before his eyes, said, ** (It is) the mosque of
Sultan Mubammad who is the kahhal (lit. occulist) and hakim (physician) ™.

The last hemistich constitutes the chronogram which works out to A.H. 978 (1570-71 A.D).

Ma'siim Ehdn, mentioned in the recordss the governor of Jaunpur, is none other than
Ma‘siim Ehin Faran Ehiidi, & wellknown nobleman of Akbar.?

This epigraph is historically quite important as it provides information on the status of Jaun-
pur in at least about 1570-71, the date of the record. Itisto be noted that contemporary
historians including Abu’l-Fadl, not only do not mention the exact date and year of Ma‘siim Khin's
appointment as governor of Jaunpur, but their account of the political status of J sunpur at this
period is quite confused, The date of Mun‘im Khin's transfer from Jaunpur, for example, is now-

L ARIE, 1963-64, No. D, 355 ; A sbort description of the mosque as well as a brief notjce or reading uf;
inseription will be found in DEUP, vol. XXVII (Allababad 1908), p. 247 ; Faglhu'd-Din, op. cil., pp. 42, 108 :
Tqbil Ahmad, op, cil., p, 375.

* For details of his career, please soo Shih Nawiiz Khin, op.eil,, vol ITT (Calcutta, 1891), pp. 246-49; Bloshmany
op.cil., p. 482,
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here specifically mentioned. Abul-Fagl's account seems to indicate that Mun‘im Ehin was in
Jsunpur at least until the beginning of A.H, 978, for we hear of his coming to Fatehpur Sikeri
from Jaunpur, some time towards the end of Mubarram or beginning of the following month of
A. H. 978 to pay respects to Akbar as well as to offer congratulations on the birth of Prince
Murad.! He was permitted toleave on the 22nd Rabl’ IT of the sameyear,’ to settle the affairs of
the eastern region,’* by which it is evidently meant thathe was shifted from Jaunpur to further
east to facilitate prompt and concerted action against Sulsimdn Ksrrini who was then master of
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. It must be at this time that Ma‘elim Ehin Farankhudi must have
been appointed in his place at Jaunpur.

Ma‘siim Ehiin seems to have continued, with or without interruption, at Jaunpur until about
13th Dhu'l-Qa‘da 987, on which day he wasreplaced by Tarsin Muhammad Ebén.* In the midst
of the commotion created by the rebellion of Ma‘sim Ehin Kabulf, he deserted the royal army
and forcibly took Jaunpur from the men of his successor. He was ultimately pardoned and
given Audh in tuydl. After continued insurgences during which he ense moxe tried, without
success, to surprise Jaunpur, he died in the 27th regnal year.!

As regards Bultin Muhammad, builder of the mosque and Miskin, the composer of the poetic
Fragment, we have no information. Abu’l-Fadl mentions quite a few persons of the time of
Humiyiin and Akbar who bore the name Sultin Mubammad,® but none of them as physician
or occultist, and moreover, their designations and other particulars proclaim them to be different
from our man. Sultin Muhammad seems to have specialised in the eye-diseases, but he does not
find mention in the list of physicians of Akbar’s period, given by Abu'l-Fadl, Badayiinl or
Nizimu'd-Din Ahmad.

In a modern work, however, the Hakim is stated to have been practising at Agrii whence
he was brought to Jaunpur by Mun‘im Khin to practice as a state physician ; he however retur-
ned to Agrd after some time, as some official pointed out the mounting expenditure on free-
medieines incurred by him ; ete.* Bat unfortunately, no authority for this account has been
quoted, which can reasonably lead one to dismiss it as nothing more than & flourish of the pen of
an imaginative writer,

In any case, the information contained in the epigraph is important both from the literary
and historical points of view.

Similarly, Abu'l-Fadl mentions Miskin Quchin and Miskin Tarkhiin,® but these also do not
appear to be identical with Miskin, the ‘tomposer of the epigraph. Nor does the name of Miskin
find mention in the list of poets of Akbar's court or time, given in the works of the above-mentioned
histori

The other inscription from the mosque is carved en a glab measuring 107 m. by 42 cms. which
is fixed above the central mibrdb.* Its two-line text comprises one Persian Quatrain, inscribed

t Abu'l-Fagl, AN, vol. II, P. 356,

s 7bid. Tt may be mentioned that modern historians like Vincent Bmith and A. L. Srivistava, who have
sxclusively dealt with the reign of Akbar have not taken notice of this.

s Ibid., vol. TII, p. 281.

& Ibid., pp. 321, 320-32, 338-348, 370-71, 376, 380, Also @ik Nawiz Ehiin, op. cil., vol. ITT, pp, 248-40
Blochmann, op. cit., p. 482,

s Aba'l-Fadl, AN, vol. I, pp. 224, 254, 259, ete,

*Igbil Abmad, op.eil., pp. 377, 482,

+ Abu'l-Fagl, AN, vol. 1T, pp. 185, 362,

s ARIE, 1963-64, No, D, 356 ; Faglhu'd-Din, op. cit,, pp. 44, T10; Ighil Ahmad, op.cil., p. 376,
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in four panels arranged in two lines, and conveys the same purport, namely that the Hakim had
constructed the mosque in the reign of Akbar.

The style of writing is Nasta‘lig of no particular merit.
The text runs as follows :—

TEXT

Plate XX (b)

o B Ugey dak a7 e SN] VLAY A5 a8 ()
S W2 ST Jae Olg ST P 3,51 45T e dees ol (y)

TRANBLATION

(1) The bounty which (a believer enjoys) from ‘ There is no god but Allah™ is dus to the
grace of ‘ Muhammad is the Prophet of Allih’

(2) This lofty mosque which the Hakim has built is the relic of the just reign of king Akbar,

XIII. INSCRIPTION, DATED AH. 981, FROM BUDADN

The tablet bearing this inscription measures 73 by 38 cms, and is built up into a niche in the
southern wall of the dalan of the Tomb of Hadrat Badru'd-Din Shah Wiliyat at Budaun., Maulvi
Radiu'd-Din was the first to publish its eye-reading in his Kanzu't-Tarikk—an extremel ¥ valuable
gazetteer of Buddun in Urdu.*but iis reading suffers, quite understandably, from inaccuracies.
It was copied by Dr. Z.A. Desii in 1960,

The text of this inscription runs into two lines of Arabijc and is executed in Thulth characters.
The object of the inscription which was written by Husain Khin, is to record the besutification of
* the Shamsi building’ and the garden by Mirzi Muhammad, son of WaliShah in 1573-74. While
it is quite likely that the epigraph is not in sitw, it is dificult to sa ¥ what exactly is meant by * the
Shamsf building' that is to say the building constructed by the Mamliik ruler Shamsu’d-Din Tltut-
migh (1211-36). It may be recalled that this monarch had built a number of buildings here, of
which the extant buildings of note, which have no doubt undergone extensive repairs at subse-
quent periods, are the Jimi' mosque and the *Idgih. The proximity of the last-mentioned
bailding to the site of the present record, may suggest the possibility of its beautification and
laying out of a garden there. Butitis equally likely that the epigraph pertained to & monument
which has since disappeared.

1 This constitutes the first half of the First Creed,

® This forms the second half of the same Creed,

¥ Ragdlu'd-Din, Kanzu't-Tiarikh (Budaun, 1807), pp. 48-50, For references to the history and account of the
historical remajns of the town, sen A, Cunninghnm, op. ot., vol, XT {Caleutta, 1890), pp. 1:11 ; DGUP, vol, VI,
Budaun (Allshabad, 1907), pp. 131-62, 183-96 ; Fahrer, op, cit., pp. 21-28: ote. Inseriptions of Budgun have bean
listed in ARIE, 1960-61, Nos. D, 221-50 and soms of them putlished in B22f, 1911-12, p. 22; ibid., 1018-14;
PP- 3031 ; ELAPS, 1964, pp. 7, 19 ibid., 1965, pp. 11-18 ; ibid,, 1966, pp. 14, 18 ibid., 1967, pp. 33-35, 40; cte,
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The text reads as under :—

TEXT

Plats XXI(o)

e Jiay a8 dee il O JoW Ol QL @ (y)

AAY A O G aym Jo old Gl des e Adad) 5 el Siles gy g
TRANSLATION

(1) In the time of the just king Jalilu'd-Din Mubammad Akbar Badshih Ghas,

(2) theShamsi building and the garden were beautified by Mirza Muhammad son of Wall
§hah. Written by Husain Ebin (in the) year (A.H.) 981 (1573-74 A.D.)

None of the persons mentioned in the epigraph, the person who beautified the building and laid
out a garden, namely Mirza Muhammad, his father Wali 8hih and the scribe Husain Ehin can be
satisfactorily identified. The pussibility that the first mentioned may have been an oficial of
Akbar, posted at Budiun or its neighbourhood, cannot be ruled out. As a matter of fact, Abn'l-
Fadl mentions one Mired Mubanimad who held the rank of four hundred.! But it is not certain
whether he is the one,

XIV. INSCRIPTION,DATEDA.H.931, FROM AMROHA

This inscription from Amrohi, in Moradibid district, was copied by Shri Kidiri in 19622
and is carved on a large slab measuring 30 ems. by 1'53 m. which is built into the south wall of
Bhaikh Saddo’s mosque.® Its text as supplied by Gangd Parshid, then Deputy Collector,
Moradabad, was first published with its English tranzlation by Blochmann, but the reading parti-
cularly in the last versa being slightly faulty, Blochmann was misled in the calcalation of the
date. Ashecould not properly understand the indication of substraction as contained in the same
verse, the chronogram for the date was worked out to yield the date A H.980. Also, the
reading supplied to Blochmann did not contain the date figure or the name of the scribe and the
composer,

What strikes most about this epigraph is the arrangement of its text, which is written in slant-
ing and not horizontal panels as is usually the case, It is also sufficiently important both from
the historical and literary points of view, On one hand, it provides epigraphi-al memento of a
famous learned man and judge of Akbar’s time, and on the other, it adds one more name to the list
of the poets .nd calligraphists of Akbar’s reign.

The main record consists of six couplets of Persian verse. There is in the beginning tne
formulae Allihu Aklar, while the date in figure and the name of the composer and the writer one

— e —

1 Abu'l-Fagdl, 44, vol, I, p, 228 ; Blochmuon, op. eil,, p. 552 and also p, 300,

1 ARIE, 1962-83, No, D, 205,

2 Bhai kh Saddo to whom the mosque s now aseribed is 8 legendary figure of the middle sges, For him and g
description of the mosyue, which is arehitocturally not without merit, sec DGUP, vol. XVI, Moradabad (Alls:
babad, 1011), pp. 141-70,

'Tho mosque also bears & Mamlik reeord, dited A H, 686, of the time of Kajqubid (&/7M, 1913- 14, pp.32- -3,
where, however, the builder’s name is wrongly road as Bel‘arbar instead of* Ambar).
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(z) Inscription, dated A. H.
981, from Amrohi, (p."79)

(b) Epigraph, dated A. H. €87, from Bareilly (p. 83)
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INSCRIPTIONS OF EMPEROR AKBAR FROM UTTAR PRADESH “T9

Arifi, ocevr 8 :the end. It states that Sayyid Muhammad who is described as the glorifier
of the religion of Prophet Mubammad and an Amir who is the asylum of people, constructed a
Jami mosque in Amrohi in 1573-74. The date is also obtained by a chronogram. The style of
writing employed, except for the religious formmlae in the first line which is exernted in Naskh,
is Nastaliy of a fairly good order. The quality of verse is also quite good.

Tt has been read as under :—

TEXT

Plate XXI(a)

A5 @ (y)
al gE dsal gy e sl G 3 S I G AT e (y)
) 2 eyl Obg oy ke Sl 2 sl £ sk Wl (p)
T [ O S T U Pl dmee Ayl 5 oad W (p)
& 5 4Ky Gls olyyl edt gl Ciey a5 dale dee e W e (e)
AR 5 s 8 ms Olgy 315 lge A A A ) gyl DS e s (1)

e [ Sl e Wl el K s sl sl (L)
1A 4 (a)
AJE 3 alG (4)
PSR 4

TEANSLATION

(1) Allih is great.

(2) In the reign of Akbsr, the Ghasd, Jalil-i-Daulat wa Din (lit. the glory of the state and
che religion), the pivot of the country and communities, the king who is the Bhadow of Allih—

(8) Time is a sincere servant of his court, and the Star (of destiny) carries ont his orders
without any hesitation

(4) the glorifier of the religion of (Prophet) Mubammad, the nobleman-in whom the people
seck refuge, constructed & Jimi* mosque in Amroha,

'Eﬁ]. (He is) Sayyid Mubammad, the just of heaven-like status, whose virtues are repeatedly
mng by the people on all occasions,

(6) When my heart asked for the subtlety of its date from Wisdom, it gave a quick reply
(in the form of) a Suent hemistich, pleasing to the heurt, namely,
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{7} * Do not take into account (lit. utter) the last * hd " aud utte- for its date (these words :
it is) an edifica built by the asylum of justice, the Mir of Infiy dignity.

(8) Year (A. H.) 081 {1573-74 A.D.),
(9) Composeid and written by
(10) “Arifr.

The numerical value of the letters of the last heniistich adds ap to 986 from which the valoe
of the letter Ai—" is to be deducted. This gives us A H. 981, which is also inscribed in figure and
not A. H_ 980 as calenlnted by Blochmann.! The lntter was misled due to the fact that the first
word in the last hemistich comprising the chronogram was read as Sl instead of i in the reading
supplied to him with the result that the total value of the chronogram came to 996 from which,
if he were to deduct only 5, being the value of the last A7i(57), the date would have been A_H. 991,
seven years after the death of the Mir. Therefore, Blochmaun thought that it was not the nume-
rical »ahie of one letter A7, but of all the letters &, a and ¢ which denominate the sound—totaling
16 which has to be deducted.

Sayyid Mubammad of Amrohd, the bailder of the Jimi' mosque, was the Mir-i-*Adl
{Chief Justice), held the rank of 900 horse and was for two years until his deathin A, H. 9842
governor of Bhakkar in Sind.? He wasenowned among his contemporaries for learning and
erudition. At least three of his sons and one nephew find place in Abn’l-Fadl's list of rank-holders
under Akbar*

* Arifi, the poet and calligrapher. is an obscure person.

XV. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 985, FROM AZAMPUR

This interesting and nnpublished inseription was first copied by Maulvi Muhammad Sha‘aib
mentioned nbove® It was recopied by Shri Siddigl in 19064,

The epigraphical tablet measuring 124 m. by 28 cms, is fixed above the middle opening of the
eastern wall of the tomh of Tilib Khin at Azampur.® Locally called Hagira, it is situated to the
eust of the Tomb of tha celebrated saint Shih ‘Abdu’l-Ghaffir. The Hayira is now a roofless
square structure and has fallen in ruins, but it seems to have been originally beautified by a garden
all aronnd, the remains of which can still be seen.

The record is of historieal importance as it forms the epitaph of & person who is described as =
benevolent governor, but whose association with Azampur or its neighboarhood, as an official or
otherwise, is not recorded in any historical work. Therefore, this epigraphical evidence in respect
of administrative history of the place is not without interest.

The text of the epigraph is composed of two distinct parts: One comprises the famous
Quranic text, the Ayalw’l-Kursi, and the other iz in Persian prose and verse. But the arrange-
ment of thess is somewhat confusing. The religions text is inscribed in Thwith and the Persian

1P ASE, 1873, p. 101,

3 Badiyfinl, Muntabhabu't. Tawirikh, vol, TIT (Caleutta, 1860), p. 76, gives A. H. 886,

® Abu'l-Fagl, A4, wol. T, pp. 220, 234; Badiylinl, op. eit,, vol, TIT, pp. 75, 78; Nigimu'd-Dia, op, cif,
p. 384.
& Abu'l-Fagl, A4, Vol. I, pp. 228 (Nn, 261), 229 (No, 207), 230 (Nos, 303-04),
SARASITF, 1011 12, p, 65, No. 22 of Appendix E,
* ARIE, 1964-85, No. D, 380,
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portion in Nasta'lig, both quite beautiful, but lack of symmetrical arrangement and want of
proper attention to size of letters and their appropriate spacing and alignment, detract from its
otherwise calligraphical effect.

The prose portion of the Persian version is incomplete in that there is no verb; as it is, it
refers to the reign of Akbar—for whom here also the title of Sihib Qirin (see p. 68, sup/a)
has been used—and to the tomb as that of Talib Khin. The composition is somewhat clumsy, but
the sense that it was constructed in the reign of the em peror can be easily made oat, The metrical
portion of the Persian text consists of two couplets and records 1577-78 as the date of the Khiin's
death in a chronogram, also supported by figures and refers to him not by his name but by the
bonorific titles as ‘ benefactor of the age and a benevolent ruler or governor (hakim)'. A couple
of words below this portion canuot be made out, At the end oceurs the name * Abdu'l-Halim
whose connection with the event or the epigraph is not specified, but he may be the composer of
the text, if the conjectural reading of the unintelligible words happens to be correct.

The text has been deciphered as follows :—

TEXT

Plats XXI1(a)
(s) Top panel.
(i) Right side :
by ol g LWLy Y 3L iU Y padl ) ga YWY G

s Loy ol o Lol @30 Y] slie il oWl 63 o oY)

(ii) Teft side :

Ol ol 55330 cable Ll 51aG] U 5 s des 33 (y)

el s SuC Ol Ol pl 6 (y)

Al dI AR sl doyy asle &l Ak Jlsy 45T dee ()

ol &l 5 O Qb Gl 3 O (&)

(b) Lower panel.
(i) Right side
1 Y 9 AV g sl AT a2 Wy Y] ade ga S8 Ok Y

il Jul ) leglaam
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{ii) Left side:
Sip Olls 50 W gl g 3l oM i Ol ekt & 333 de slade (3)
ciy Ol ge# o5l @l &7 W Ola i po5 olb g sl 0 g0 (r)
prinll e 1A (¥) 29131 (v)

TRANSLATION

(8) i. Part of Throne Verse (Qur'dn, Chapter LI, part of Verse 255).

ii. (1) In the reign of the king, having the authority of the sky, the shadow of the kinduess
of the Nourisher Allih, the 8&hib Qirin,

(2) suecessor of King Solomon, the king having the diguity of Alexander, Julilu'd-Din,

{3) Mubhammad Akbar Bidshih, may Allah perpetuate his kingdom ! (This) illuminated
tomb (is) of one who is dependent upon Allih,

(4) the Obliging, the insignificant particle Talib Khin, may Al&L illomirate hiz geare
() i. Remain‘z) part of Throne Verse.

ii.(1) Hund, ;ds of woes and hundreds of grief thut the benefactor of tlie age Lias dsparted ;
however, he has rone to heaven from this transitory abode (i.e. the world).

(2) When I asked for the date of his death from Heaven, it said, ** Woe that the
benevolent ruler (hakim) of the world is gone "',

(3) By Inda (). (A.H.)085(1577-T8 A.D.). Composed by the slave(?) * Abdu’l-Hulim.

The chronogram contained in the lust hemistich gives the date, which is also inscribed in
figures.

Practically nothing is known about Tilib Ehin who is described us a benevolent ruler. In
Abu'l-Fadl's annals, mention is made of one Tilib Ehin, who was one of the suxilisries in the
Imperial forces under Mun‘im Ehin and his successor during 1575-76. On two other occasions,
Abu’'l-Fadl mentions in the same connection and with almost the same auxiliaries in Bengal army,
Talib Baig and Talib Badakhshi. But from the context, all the three appear to le one and the
same person. In one of these, Tilib Badakhshi is stated to be a son of Khwiija Ibrihim Bada-
khshi, mentioned in the Sakit inscription (No. V,supra).? Itis not unlikely that Talib Khin of
our record is this person.

About ‘Abdu'l-Halim who seems to have been the composer of the epigraph, we have uo
information.

XVI INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H, 987, FROM BAREILLY

This beautifully executed inscription forn.s the earliest extant Muslim record from Bareilly
eity, headquarters of the district of the same name. Its reading was first published along with
an English translation by Mr. Blochmann, from the reading (or rubbing) sent to him in
1871 by Mr. A. 8. Harison of the Bareilly College. Blochmann in his brief note also identified

' Abu't-Fagl, AN, vol. III, p. 118,
* Ihid,, p. 192,

hi
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* Ainu'l-Mulk mentioned in the record and referred for further details sbout him to his English
translation of the A'in-i-Akbari.!

The epigraphical tablet measures 1-05 m. by 40 cms. and is fixed over the central opening of the
facade of the historical Mirza'i-Masjid in the Mirza'--Mahalla of the old city.* Itcontainsa two-
line text comprising two Persian verses, which are inscribed in four panels, two to each line,
beautifully decorated with floral designs. The style of writing is equally elegant Nasta'lig. The
record states that * Ainu’l-Mulk built the mosque by the order of the emperor in 1579-80. The
date is given ir a chronogram as well as in figures.

The text reads as follows : —
TEXT

Plate XXI(b)

R o S TR PSS e M Sl s s 3'5',_;=-L.. (1)
d ey Lafls | 3otmees el e o ke ()
SAc

TRANSLATION

{1) The striver for (this) act of bounty, * Aiuu'l-Mulk, constructed the mosque by the order of
Akbar Shih.

(2) The year of its dute is (contained in the iustructions) to the believers : Prostrate yoursslf
exclusively for the sake of Allah.

Year (A. H.) 937 (1579-80 A.D.).

The Luilder is none other thun Hakim “Ainu'l-Mulk, an accomplished physician, learned
man and poet, who is too celebrated u figure to need any further introduction. Nevertheless,
it is rather surprising that not much about his life anil career is known.? In the recorded events
of his career, no specific date Ling been mentioned alout his appointment in tlie Bareilly region,
but it is generally helieved to have taken place immediately or some tinie after his return from
the embassy to Bijapur. This was sonie time in the middle of July 1577, In any cuze he must
have been appointed ut Bareilly some time in or before 1579-80, the date of onr epigraph.

Blochmann speaks of his appointment as Fanjdir of Sumblial* which does not seem to he
correct. For Shah Nawiz Ehin who is his main source mentions the place of uppnintmmt B —
* boundaries (hwddd) of SBambhal’. The fuct is that he was appointed as the Faujdar of Bareilly,
and Abu'l-Fadl specifically thus designates Lim when he successfully foiled the attempt on the
Bareilly fort made by * Arab Bahidur and other Bengal rebels who had created disturbances in

L Jonrnal af the Axintic Soesely of Beagal, vol, XL (I8T1), p. 200. For the history of Bareilly, see DOUP,
vaol, XITT, Bareilly (Allnhabad, 1911}, pp, 145-1580,

YARIE, 1964-65, Xo, D, 346, Another Prreian ineeription over thix epigraph roeords the reconttructjon of
the mosque by Haqdid Khin in 1750-51 (ihd,, KXo, T, 34).

3 For an acconunt of his life and careor, see 8hih Nawiz Ehin, op. eif,, vol. T, pp. 562-63; Blochmann, op, eif,,
p. 537 ; Nigimu'd-Din, op, eif,, p. 305 ; Badgyiinl, op, eif,, vol, III, pp, 164-85, 230-32,

¢ Blochmann, ep. i,
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the cenfines of Sambhal ; this was some time in March 1581." He seems to have continued at
Bareilly until October of the same year, when he was made the Sadr of Bengal.?,

XVII. INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H. 1005, FROM BULANDSHAHR

The last but one inscription of this article is to be seen on the main entrance of the Tomb of
Buhldl Shih at Bulandshahr,® from which town an earlier epigraph of Akbar's reign has been
studied above (No. II, supra). It was copied by Shri Kidiri.

The epigraphical tablet measuring 40 by 36 cms. contains a four-line text in Permsian executed
in Naskh charscters and purportivg that the building of the tomb of Miyin Bublil Bahlim was
completed in 1597 in the reign of Akbar at the cost of seventeen thousand and fifty tankas. The
name of the supervisor of the construction is also given at the end of the text, but the letters in
that part being slightly affected and also somewhat crowded, the name dces not admit of perfect
decipherment, It seews to read as * 8ilir’', a servant of Miydn * Imid Bahlim.

The text has been deciphered as under :—
TEXT

Plate XX1I(b)
Gl dsal a5 dee il N des 30 (y)
e Qe gy Qlas QL s ke (y)
ese pai il Al Bop w5 et A2 e (v)

ibes sles Ol ;5758 SVl OLijigkT AT by 51 ok dis (o)
THEANSLATION

(1) In the reign of Jallu'd-Din Mubammad Akbar Bidghih Ghiad,

(2) the building of the tomb of Miyan Bublil Kbhin Ballini,

(3) was completed (in the) month of Dhu'l-Hijja, dated in the year one thousand and five
(A, H.) 1005 (July-August 1597 AD.),

(4) (ut the cost of) a sum of seventeen thousand and fifty fankas, under the supervision of
Bilir, a servant (1) of Miyin ‘' Imid Bahlin.

1t is difficult to identify Miyan Buhliil Khian Bahlim who is/interred in the tomb. From the
honarific epithat Miyin affixed to his name, he appears to have been a man of status, but his name
is missing fiom the list of important officials given in contemporaiy historical works.,  Badéy-
fin, no doubt, mentions in the list of contemporary learned men, one ‘Shaikh Buhlil of Delbi;
who was well versed in the science of Tradition," but he seems to be different. Of the other

1 Abn')-Fagl, AN, wol, III, p. 348,

t Ibid., p. 372, Also Blochmann, op, cit,, but he mercly gives the regnal years, The Gregorian equivalsnts
etbe month of the year are based on the slmost exact dates given by Abu'l-Fagl.

8 ARIE, 1962-83, No. D, 250,

& Badiiyiinl, op, «if,, vol, ITI, p. 113.

"
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persons mentioned in the text too, Miyin °‘ Imid, who seems to be his son and Silir, wao was in
all probability attached to the latter, nothing is known.

The epigraph is nevertheless quite important. Apart from providing material for the correct
identification of the tomb, it supplies another piece of information, which we do uot generally
come across : The expenditure incurred on the tomb is recorded in the epigraph. A total amount
of 17050 tankas is stated to have been spent on the coustruction.

XVIIIL INSCRIPTION, DATED A. H, 1013, FROM KALPI

The last inscription of the group, a damaged record from Kilpi, was copied by Shri Siddiqi
in 1964. Itisinscribed ona tablet measuring 45 by 23 cms. which is set up on the northern entrance
of a ruined Tomb, situated on the bank of the Jamuni in the Madirpurd locality of the town.
The lofty dome has developed many ominous eracks and is lying in more or less ruinous state,
At present, it is used by a local farmer as a store-room, and there is no trace of the grave which
must have once occupied the central place.

The record is in Persian and consists of five lines executed, somewhat carelessly, in Nastalig
characters, the calligraphy being on the crudish side and quite inferior to the other inscriptions
from Kilpi of the same period. Moreover, the letters of the text are also considerably affected
with the result that the task of decipherment has not been easy, and we are not satisfied with the
reading of the date. The epigraph states that the magnificient Tomb, called Hujra was built
in 1604, in the reige of emperor Akhar by Nawwiib Quli Khin Hindali at a cost of one thonsand
two hundred ani eighty five hons. The work isstated to have Leen supervized by Ba ji (1) Ehatri
and the chiefartisan was [simi‘7l gilkdr (mason).®

The toxt has been deciphered as follows :—
TEXT

Plate XX11(c)
AN dee il R e ples A g dle gudie tio
Ol Dlsi som saetll Glaly ouis a5 o Gl cady @ isly (y)
(F)oss =i 5 B2 =y 5 Hha 8K 5 caliy Jlae (p)
Diloir s o o a3l G Tumi o8 g e ol QY 5 (o)
b Hlsil 2 Assy ol S5 deledd 5B Sl ST 2l Wi ()
TRANBLATION

(1) This lofty Hagzira (mausoleum), in the everlasting reiyn of Jalihu'd-Din Muhammad
Akhar i

(2-3) Badshidh Ghiizi was raised. The matchless magnificent (lit. royal) mausoleum, better
known as Hujra was built by Nawwib Quli Khin Hindali(?), And (2 s'un of ) one thousand two
hundred and eightyfive hons,

e Ll p—

1ARIE, 1WH-65, Xo. T}, 304,
¥This word can also be read as gulkir, meaning an artist,
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(4) was spent in respect of this tomb. Written on the first Rajab, year [1]013(1) (13th
November 1604).

(5) The supervisor (was) Baji (?) Kbatri and the master-artisan Tsma‘fl gilkir. May this
tomb be illuminated.

As in the case of quite a few persons mentioned in the epigraphs studied in the preceding
lines, Nawwib Quli Khin Hindall who is credited with the construction of the Tomb cannot be
identified. If his epithet Hindalf has been correctly deciphered, it may be taken to mean tkat he
preferred to be so called on account of his association or that of his father, with Prince Hindal,
uncle of Akbar. Tn any case, he seems to have been a man of position, as is also indicated by the
title Nawwib used for him in the record.

From the text, it is not easy to say for whom the Tomb was built. Itcould be that the
Nawwiib had caused it to be created for hiaself during his life-tinie, but in that case, the statement
that it came to be known as Huyra when the inscription was set up can only be explained by taking
for granted that the tablet was set up some time after the completion of the Tomb, that is to say
by the time it had acquired fame. In the alternative, the Nawwib had constructed a new tomb
in place of one locally known as Hujra, which might have belonged to some saintly person.

But far more important is the mention in the text, as in the case of the Bulandshahr inscrip-
tion just studied above, of the cost of tue construction of the Tomb. Here it is stated to amount
to 1285 hons, as against 17060 tankes in the case of the Bulandshahr Tomb under reference.
Another interesting point about this record is the mention of hon as the currency. Asis well-
krown, hon was a gold coin mostly current in Deccan.

L
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Ghlzt, title of Akbar (sv.) . 50,51, 53, 55, 56,

60, 63, B4, 65, 88, 89,

78, 79, 82, B4, 85

Jilaun, in UttarPradesh . . 65 & (fn. 3)
Jamahid, legendary king of Pursia . : T4
Jan! Baig, Mirzi, poe Mirzi Jinol Baig - e
Jamuna, river . . F . . . 835
Jaunpur, in Uttar Pradesh . 61,68, & (f.0.1),
70, 71, 12, 73, 74, 75, 76

Jesalmer, in Rajasthan . . . . 49
Jumman, {lywhja, see Bhwijs Jumman . 24
Junnar, in Maharashtrs . - . n

PacE
K
Kibu't, Ma'glim Fhiin. see Ma'glm min

]h'hnll . . - e
Kachhwiha, rulers u[' Jalpu.'r . L a5
Kahalgion, in Bihar . . . s 7
Kaiqubid, Mamltk King . g 78 (Lo 3)
Kiiko, in Bihar g : . . 10 (fn 2}
Kili Sind, o river . . . : ; 15
Kilpi, in Uttar Pradosh . . . 61, 66 &

(Ln. 3), 85
Kamil, son of Hinwhr & builder . - 58
Kamil, Ssyyid of Shiriz, sco Sayyid Eamal i
Eamil Bukhiri, Snyyul. 200 Sujr;-n,’. Kamil

Bukhirl . : .-
Kamil Ehiin, & huddnr . 57, 58
Kamil Khin, descondent of Sul;in ::.Iiu d-

Din 57
EKamil ]ﬂ;&u Un.kkhnr. fl.thnr of Hubini

Ehin . - . . . . . 06, 57
Kamily'd-Din, son of Adam, a scribe . 62,863
Kamilw'llih Adam, son of Sulaimin,

Mlldﬂl' ® s ﬁi u
Kanjis, in Madhya Pmdﬂh - g - 20,31
Karanjia, a pargana . . ' . 20,21
Kashmir, a territory ; : . 6, 68
Kathoti, in Rajasthan . : {'D 03, 54, b6
Khadak-Purns, a river . - . . a3
Ehalf a't-Tabelzl, & calligrapher . - . 33,0
Khyin-i-A'gam, bitle of ‘Aziz Koka, Mughal

official (n.v.) z i3

Ehin-i-Davrin Humt-]nug 'I.i't.lu ufﬁ'ijl.
§ibir, known a4 Nagirl fhin (4.v.) 16 & (f.n. 4)

18, 19, 20, 21
Ehin-i-Fhinin, title of *Abdu'r-Rabim Ehin,
Mughal goneral . . : : . 32,33
Khin-i-Khinin, title of Mahibat [Khin,
Mughal goneral . . 30
Bhin-i-Ehinin, title of Huu‘lm ﬂﬁn
Mughal nobleman (8.v.) 3 il
Rhiin-i-Barwar, wrongly taken as name ul'
Bafdar fhin . . S rL 6 (fn. 1)
Ehinshah, fathar of Eamil ! ; ; 58

Fhio-i-Z amin, title of *All Quli fhin (s.v.) a9
(En 2), 71, T4

Fhin-i-Zamin, title of Mird Aminu'llih,
Mughsl commander . ! e 7 a7

Hhngdh, . . . 5O, 51, 82, &7, &8
Kharagpur, hills, in Bihar At R Ty T |
Khargons, in Madhys Pradesh . . . 4
Khita Kherl, fort, in Madhya Pradesh i 18
Khichl, Chanhan & clan . - : . 1535
Khoral, in Madhys Pradesh . . 20

Ehurramibid, near Sassirim, in Blhar .
7 & (fn 2)

‘h‘ﬁ



INDEX a1

Puge

Ehusraw Ehin of Thatts, known as Rhusraw
Ehin Chirgis, father of Lugfu'llih, Mughal
nobleman . . . 81,833

Ehwali, Ehwijs &lmud :I.iln. sre Khwija
Shamsu'd-Lin - .

Ehwija Ahmad Slmrqundl. s Lullulnr - Il.té
Ehwijs Abmad, son of Alahdiva Ansird, a
saparvisor and architect 3 i . 63,064

Khwija Barkhurdir Bhin, sou-i-law of
Khin-i-Ehinin Mahibat hin . 37, 38, 39 &
(£ 4), 40

Ehwiije Barkhurdir, entitlod Bahidur Ehin,
brother of ‘Abdu'llih Khin Firiz Jang . 39

Ehwaja-i-Higirl, father of E:.y}ri:l Ehwija

Sibir . . . 18,17
Bhwija Ibrihim Budu.jmihl s Nl:.l.mn d-

Din Ibeihim Bhin Badakhshi . . .
Ehwija Jumman, s supervisor ' . 62,63
Ehwija Phiil, a supervisor . - 16,18
Bhwiijs Qasim eotitlod Safdar Kldn, l'[n]ﬁq]

official . 21
Bhwiju Sabir, Hnyj'ld knm as '&uirl H}in

#on of Khwija Hisicd | . - - 18,17
Khwijs Shamsu'd-Tin Khwifi, Mughal nobble-

man . 0L
Ehwija Z.Lrwnl. “.ll.h: ‘{aqﬂhlndi H-I}'}EI:I,

father of Highim . . - 5 «»  4l4A2
Kishm, capital of Badakhshan . 7 . 54
Kaolird, # region . i 8(fn 3)
Kokriadesh, present ﬂll.hul.u ‘mgpur in Bihar

Stato . . . )
Kundi, & river v . " . . 4

L

Lachman Dis, Dlein of Ehin-i-Zamin 69 (fin, 2), 77
Lad. Shuikh, seo Shaikh Lad E . P
Lahare, in West Pakistan . 4 . . H
Lohirpurd, in Rajuithan . . . 49, 50, 60
Lutfu'llih, entitled Bahi'l Khin, #on of
Bhysraw Biyios of Thatta, Maghal official 31, 32

M

Madir, Shih, sco Shih Madir . - . e
Hldh}‘ Prﬂdmi ® " 15
Madina, the holy city in A.rl.htl. 46, 52 (fn. 4)
Madrasz, at Nagaur . 52
Mahibat Khin, Ehin-i El-.nln Huﬂll

penarnl : . : 35,37, 10
Mabil, & revenus dirll.[un . - . 18
Maharashirs, State . * . 20,45 (fn. 1)
Mahdl Qisim Ehin, Mughal official . . 56
Mahsshwar, in Madhyn Pradesh . i 18
Mahmid Shaiksh, ses, Shaikh Mabhmiid .

Page
Mabmid Khaljl, Milwa Sultin . . . 15
Mujhle, see Say{fid Majhlo 1 : e
Makhddm Sihib, tomb of . 5 il | tllfu. 1)
Milik, Imim, tho great thoologian . ; 2
Malik ‘Ambar, Nigim Shihi general . 33, 34,35
Malld Khin, s Milwd nobloman . : . 15
Milwi, a region - . 15 & (f.u. 4, 5), 16, 18,
19, 25, 26, 28, 65
Malwi, Sulpins, see Sulfing of Malwa ;
Mamlik, a dynasty . . &0, 77, 78 and (Lo. l]
Mandasor, in Madhya Prodash . ' . 15
Mindu, in Madhyn Pradesh . . 15,18
Maner] saints . 1 - 2 . . 13
Mangab . 5 : i 1]
Minsingh, Riji, sce Rﬂip M,in:mgh . - o
Marithwida, ragion in Maharashtra . y 2n
Mirwir, a region . b = 1 15
Mag'td, Shaikh, seo Shaikh Hns nd " : o
Ma'giim Ehin Farankhiidl, governor of
Jaunpur . . « T8, T6
Ma'gim Khin Klb'uli Hugﬁll nl'llnml ‘ 76
Ma'sim Namf, Mir, Mubammad, of Bhaklar,
gop Mir Mubammad Ma'siim Nim! . - s
Maulini Shu'aib, seo Mubsmmad Shu'aib . 4!
Maulvl Muhammad Shu‘aib, soo Muhemmad
Shu'aib ’ 3 ' . ¥
Macen, the holy city in A.rnl:l.- . 46,52 (fn. 4), 52
Mehdiwin, in Bihar - . . - 5
Mehkar, in Maharashtra . z 3 . 20
Mi‘mdér,i.e. an architoet . i . . 63,
Mir “Alr Akbar, Mughal official . . 7 (Ln. 2)
Mir Biql Higirl, Mughal afficial 3 . 18,19
Mir Husain Khwifl, foster brother of Anrang-
zob . - - - . « 4,25
Mir-i-* Adl, a post 80

Mir Mubammad Ma'glim ‘*Tu.ml uI'Bhnkku.r . 18,40
Mir Mubammad Mubsin, sse Muhammad

Mubsin Khin = - g ¥,
Mir Muhsin TE'T, Mughal nnl:lama-n : g 7l
Mir Tiizuk, a post . 40
Mir Wiz, aliss of Eﬂhh ‘&bdnrv

Rabmin (&v) . 5
Mirak Husain al,- Bllﬂ!ﬂﬂ al, E.trﬂrl“"lh“

official ] . 9,104 (fn 4)
Mirzi, Ghiizl, Huﬁll official 32 & (f.n. 5)
Mirzi Hindil, brother of Humidyin . . 87
Mirza Thrihtm Husain, Mughal nobleman . &5
Mirzi Jinl Baig, Sind ruler : 32
Mirzi Lashkari, son of Bayyid fhufﬁhi.u

Rigawl, see Safdar Khin . ! us
Mirzi Mubammad, son of Wall Shih, a

builder . . - 71,78
Mirz& Bulfin Huhl.muld. Hughll official .

6l & (fin. 8)
Miskin, a composer . . . . - 76,78
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MiskIn Qughin, Mughal official . i ; 76
Miskin Tarkhin, Mughal official . 76

Miyin Buhlil Khin Bahlim, see Buhlil Khin
Bahlim ;
Miysa ‘Imid Bahlim, seo Tmad Bsblm . ..
56, 57, 69

Miyin Mubfrak, Mughal nobleman .
Mohain Ehin, Nawwib, see Mubsin Ehin . .-
Monghyr, district in Bihar a « 110,12
Morchal-i-Khagga, i.0. royal mntin.g:onl 4 65
Moridibad, district in Uttar Pradesh :
61, 75 & (F.n. 3)
Mubdrak, the Diwdn of Mahdl Qasim Ehin . ]
Mubiruk Ehin, son of Kamil Ehin Gakkhar,
Mughal official . . e L
Mubirek, Mivin, see Miyin l[uh.'uak : .
Mughal, & dynasty 1, &, B, 10,11, 12,

15, 16, 20, 21, 27,
28, 29, 30 & (f.n.1),
a2, 83, 34, 36, 37,
43, 55, 01, 63, 72

Mubammad. the Prophet . 2, 7,8, 11,13, 17,47,
58, 50, 83, 77, 79
Muobammad, seo Abmad Hanbal, Imim . =

Mohammad Akbar, Bidshih (ihizf, see Akbar
Muh mmad Aurangzeb, soe Aurangeeb 5 =
Mubammad Ghasuth, Shaikh, see Shaikh

Mubammad Ghauth . -

thmldﬂ“lnl‘lhﬁl,mnfﬂlﬂ

a't-Tabrizl . . . 84
Mubammad Idris, nfl!mgh}r ; . 12
Mubammad Ja'far al-Husainl al Hmnﬂl

rinl, entitled Sa‘ddat Ehan 73 (fn. 1)
Mohammad Eablr, father of Murdd . v A2
Mohsmmad Ma‘glim Nim! of Bhaklkar, see

Mir Mubammad Ma'slim 1 '
Mubammad Mubsin, see Mubammad Hﬂhlln

Ehin . . . va
Muhammad “ﬂ."mln mm. Ahu'l F..tl;,

Abu'l-Fath Muhammad Mu'min . -
Muhmmmad Mu'min, brother of ﬂ'_ﬂp

Shamau'd-Din Ehwifl . : o4

Muhammnad Muhsin Ehiin, Mir, htﬂlh, s
builder 69 & (f.n, 2), 70, 71, 72 & (fn. 1), 73,

Mubammad 3Mun‘im, see Mun'im Ehin . -

Mubammad Silib, see Muhammad Silih

Siddigl ; .-
Mubsmmad Silib, mtﬂhd Slpahdi.r ﬂ]in,
Mughal nobleman ; 25
Muhammad Silih Rhwiil, entitled Mu'tamad
Ehin . - 28
Mubhammad Ellih ﬂHdqu, gnm:r nﬂ{iltl 28, 27,
28

thlnlll gilih Tﬂﬁln. Hu.hll nohle-

Iﬂhnuml&hh son nl' Eijl Mr ﬂli.h
snd & composer . . . .« 4B, 46, 4T

Pace
Mubammad Shu'aib, Maulvi dl, 62, 80
Mubyiu'd-Din Mubammad  Aurangzeb
Bahddir 'lllmg]: Badshih Ghisl, seo
Aunrangzob . i " s
Mubsin  Khin, brother of ghihabwd-Din
Abmad Ehin, see Muhammud Muhsia
Muhsin Ehin, Nawwib, sce Mobammad
Muhsin fhin . . . ‘e
Muhainpur, suburb of Akharpm Tl
Mulld “‘Abdu'l-Qidir Badiyinl, see 'Ah:lu'l
Qidir . . =
Mangor, H.l‘il.ut ufﬂo.ugh}'r ' - 4 12
Mongyr, varmant of Morgnyr . . - 8
Mun'im BRhin Khin-i-Hhinin, Nawwib,
governor of Jaunpur . . « T, 12, 78,
74,75, 76, 82
Mugaddim, & post . i 3 . 43. 44

Murid, son of Mubammad K.ih{r a builder 42
‘[lu'ldp Sﬂlﬁﬂ.. H“ﬂll pnn.ﬂﬂ a 5 29, 311 76
Murtadi Ehdn, title of shaikh Farld Bukharl

(= ¥.) . . ) A 3, 4
Misi, Hagrat, mlmm A -+
Muginfi Ehin Torkmin, Mughal offizial . 136,36
Muo'tamad Ehio, title of Muohammad Silih

Ehwid . L ¥ . . 3 28

N

Naghar Baig, name of Uzbek Khila (8. v} . 37
Nagaur, in Rajasthan = g 49 & ([ o 2),
62 & (f. n. 5), 53 & (f. n. 3),
57, 53, 6O
Nahw!, Shaikh Sa'du’llih, see Shaikh Sa*du’l-
ik Nahat .
Nl apo Mir \Iulummnd Ha'ﬂim ntl'BIu.i-

kar . .

\nmil.trbir, in mh.mhu: . :H k {I‘n."}
Nagshbandl, a saintly order . . 38, 40
Narbada, a river . . . . - 18,24
Nigik, in Maharashtra . . 4 43
Niigir ‘All Sul{in, Nawwib, a I:njldar . B5,86
Nuglri Ehin, Ehwijs Sabir (= v.) knownas 168 & (La.

4), 17

Nawwib Mohsin Ehin, see Mohsin Ehin
Nawwiib Muhsin Ehin, see Muhsin Fhiin .
Nowwiih Muhsin fhin Diu'l Qadar, ses Muhaig

ﬂﬁn . . i - - . . i
Koawwib Mun'im, seo Mun‘in Khin . -
Nawwib Murtagi khi 1. seo Murtagi Khin .
Nawwib Nigir ‘All Sulgin, seo Nigir 'Alf

Sulgin . ..
Nawwib Quli Ehin :I-Il.mlih Ben Qull &in

Hindilt -

Nawwib Saldar ml.n Ben Gli'd.lr Eln,

Nawwib g

s




125 {(En 1) IE[[:L‘“
Persia, a couniry - - - 04, 68, 60
Phal, Bhwija, seo Bhwiji Phﬂl
Princo Hindal, sse Hiznddil
Prinece Parviz, see Parviz . A
Prince Murid. see Murid Suljin

Punjab, viceroy of . . : £ .. ]
Q
Qigd! Hamidu'd-Din, N&ganrl, a saint , g 53
Qidi Karam Husaini, of Tijira . . - 50
Qaladir. a post % . 39,40
Qésim. Khwija. so Khiwaja Qmm ’ iy
Qiiel Saxemd 55hit of Patan - 13 (Ln.3)
Qiligh hliin. fther of Ghizin'd-Din &Eu . 40

INDEX a3
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Nawwib Bayyid Farid, see BlyyH Farld Qull Ehiin Hindill, Nawwib, a builder 85,88
Bukhiiri - Quildl Nibinf, Afghiin chisftain of Orisss 4
Nawwib Sayyid Gafdsr [hin, see Gafdar
Ehin Nawwdb . himg e
Nawwlb Zufar Khin, see 3|.f|.t nin T
Kagir Kheighet, Moghal officiat . 12 (fn. 1)
Migir.acomposer . . . . 72 (fr.1) Righugarh, Chanhiinof . . . : 25
Nikbakht, a supervisor . . - 54,55 Riisen, in Madhya Pradesh : - 15
Nishipur, in Iran . - 3 a5, 71 Bija, of Kokradesh i d g 0
Nighm!, a scribe and oompmr 2 . 96,97, %8 Raji Min Singh, Mughal nnbhmu.n E 10
Nighm ghihl, & dynasty . 20 Rijnsthin, n state . . A 49
Nigimu'd-Din, title of ﬁwi'iju Ibrlh!m Rijputs, a race . . 49,85
Ehin Badakhsht . i a7 Réjputind, a region . 15, 53
Nigimu'd-Din Abmad, unﬁ-I official 76 Bamagin, Sheikh, teo Shaikl antd!n as
Nigimu'd-Din Ibriklm Ehin Bsdakhshl, Rini Séngi, of Chitor : . 15,57
Mughal noblemen and father of Tilib Rewi, L. o. Old Bindhaw . . . 15
Badakhahi . . .. e1,e8,88 Rigawl, Sayyid Yasuf Ehiin, msuyyid A,
Niir Mobammad CGilanl, a rmpervimr . .88 Yosuf fhin . . .
Naru'd-Din Mubammad, title of Jahingir Rindak, a builder . 35, 9, 40
(2. v.) . , . 2,6.13.34 Ruknu'd-Din Shattiri, -R]'l!'l.l'l. Ll &lh
Nugrat Jang, ﬂwn*i Dairkn, title of Nagir! Bokouw’d-Din © .0 f. o . s
Ehin (. v.) W, e e Ty Rurff,a mason . . .80
2 8
Orirsk . . . . 478 :
' Sa'idat fhin, title of Mobammad Ja*far al-
Osmanibiid, in I'lnhrnth:m k 2 - a7 Husaind a).Mizandarind (s, v.) 78 (fa1)
Sibir, Sayyid H],WIJI:. seo Sayyid B]_l_wi.j:
P Sabir . : 5 : : .
Paithan, in Avrangiibid district . a5 ::':: ,Sﬁ,!llqr;:“m IB"II %&r&lh g - 58,84
Pargana, wn administrative division ::. ul E: ﬁi Sa‘'du'llih Khin, famous vazir " : 13
10, 71. 70 Safdar, Chaudharl, goe Chandhari Safdar . ar
Parmira, a dynasty gy Saldar Ehin. title of 3irzd I‘Ehh"‘ Mughal
Parviz, Bhah. Mughal prinee . ., 11,42 s ALK - . 80K i?:'ﬂl
bk o Bte {f. n. l]'!.:: Safdar Rhiin. Nowwib, Sayvid 0, 21,22
2 ; 'F .2 1.‘ D anﬂllun&m tiths ||f‘{|l’.hf&1ﬂ ﬂ.{f_ mﬂ]
(f:n.2), 3 (.n.2), B Babiba L e, 8 consort o

Kihib Qlrin. tiike of Akhar, Mughal smperr 68, 80,

81, 82

Sihib Qirdn-i-Thul, tithe ﬂ[ﬂfﬂ!hhlﬂ.
Mughal emperor . . 130021, 99 3y
34, 38
Sakit, in Uttar Prade<h . G0 & (£ n 1), 07, 82
Salibat Ehin, Mughal official 40
Salih Khin, Mughal ofticial 40
Salir, s servant of Miyin ‘Tmid Bahlim 4. 85

galih, Shaikh, seo Shaikh ilih .

Silih Siddigl, Mubammaid, wes !hhlulul

Bilib Siddigr
Saltm Shih, Sar Ling
Sambhal, in Uttar Praded
Bamugnagh. batth: of .

Sanjlauli, in Uttar Pradesh

III.H.UI

28

7,71, 72
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S&rangpur, in Madhya Pradesh . . . 15,18
Birang Singh Khichl, s ruler . . ‘ 15
Sarkdr, an administrative division 11, 12,18, 20, 23,

24, 25. 61,70, 71

Sarkir-i-Farrukhnagar, see Farru khnagar . b=

Sassirim, in Bihar : : - 5,74 ((n2)
Saugar, in Madhya Pradesh | 20
Bayyid Almad Bukhirl, father of H:twi.h

Bayyid Farld 5 L i . 3,4,6
Sayyid Akbaryir Ehiin, I:uﬂd:r 8L n. 1)
Sayyid ‘Aliu'd-Din, dargihof , . . 31
ayyid ‘All Akbar, soo ‘All Akbar . . .
Sayyid Hibd, a dirdgha . . . . 40
Sayyil Chind §&bib, hovse of . - , 36

Bayyid Farid, Nawwib, see Shaikh Fu{d.
Bukhfirl . : : e

Sayyid Haidar, father nf‘m\ ud ’I'nJhlﬂ . 43,44

SBayvid Himid Bukldrl, futher of Sayyid

Kamil - ¥ . . &7
Sayvid Knmal of §hiriz, lhe .led'r : F 68
Sayyid Kamil, Bukhirl. son for Sayyid A9

Himid Bukhisl, Mughal official = . 57
Sayyid Ehwaja §8bir, son of Khwaja-i-Higirl,

known ns Nogiri Ehin (5. v.) , . 16
Bayyid Khwija Zafaru'llih quﬂ:b&n&l,

father of Hishim . 41, 42

Sayyid Majhle, =on of Suvy!d I;Inidnr.

Mughal official . ., . . 43,44
Sayyid Mubammad, a builder . . . T8, 80
Bayyid Mubhammad Sistin], tombof . 1

Sayyid Safdnr Khiin, Nawwib, ses Safdar
Ehiin .

HBayyid Yﬂau.fﬂ-,ﬁn Rldﬂ'lrl'.. fntht'r a.l' le:n
Lazhkart, entitlod Saldar Kliin . g

Shif'l, Imim, the groat theologian .

éé
Shahibid, in Bihar . = * . .3
Shih "Abdu’l Ghaffir, tomb of - . B0
Shih ‘Aliu'd-Din Shatifri. a raine 10

Shih Aurnngeeb, the prince (s, v.) . ]
Shihbiiz Khiin, Mughal official . A v
Shih Budagh Khin, see Hijf Budigh Khin . ..
&ﬁh Fathu'llih &ll‘iﬂ. Hhﬂ].T nulleman . 58

Bhiligadh, in Mabarashira - . o« 30.30,

38, 41
Shiht mosque, in Gayi .. . ., 9
8hih Johiin. Mughal emperor 2,8(f. n 2,

13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 18, 20, 21,

22,23.24,25,26, 28 & (fn. 1),

29, 32, 33, M4, 35, 36, 37, 38,

39 (L n. 4), 50

Shihjt, ‘Adil Shiht and Nigim Shihl general 39

Shik Madir, & saint . . . . . 85, 66
Shih Nawiz Ehiin, the author of l‘t‘lﬁm I-

Umari . - . . . B3

—

Paok
Shih Parvizs, sec Parylz . g 4 i
Shibpur, in Berar | . 30 & (L2
Shahpir, alins nfl"'undegm - 43, 44, 45
Shibh Ruknu'd-Din Shaitirl, a saint . . 10

Shih Tiju'd-Din shattirl,asaint . . 10
Shaikh ‘Abdu'r-Rabmin, known as Mir Wi'iz

son of Bayyid Abmad Bukhir (s. v.) - &
Shaikh Barmazid, s saint . . . B10
Shaikh Biyazid, n saint . . 57,58

Shaikh Budh, father of Shaikh ﬂl.'dl.l'll.lh 51
Shaikh Buhldl, scholar in science of Tradi-
Shaikh Da"ad, Hifig, a scribe F . 18,18
Shaikh Fartd Bukhiri, entitled Nawwib

Murtadh Ehin, Mugha! nobleman 1, 2, 3&(f. n. 1),

4 & (fnl)5

Shaikh Lid. a supervizor . 3 e £ 3.4

Shaikh Mahmid, a builder - . . 13,14

Shaikh Mas'iid, & builder - . : 13

Shaikh Mubirak, of Alwar 5 56, 57
Shaikh Mubammad Ghauth, famous m’mt ut‘

Gwalior 4 . al

Shaikh Huhammld E;hh Eiddlq'l BOA

Mubmmad S&lih Siddigl 3 . . o
Shaikh Ramadin, o scribo or sapervisor . 24, 25
Shaikh Saddo, mosque of . A TEE(L 0 3)
Shaikh 8adu’llih Nahwi, khingil of, at

Bayina . B0,51,52
Shaikh Bn‘du'll:.h. 800 of S_hliﬂ Budh, a

saint . ¥ - al
Shaikh Silih, dlrgll'l ur at Bn'\oru a0l 27
Shaikh Silih seo Mubsmmad Salib Biddigt a8
Shaikh Sulaimin, a saint and builder 562, 53, 58
Shi'ista Ehiin, Mughal nobleman 5 . 8
Shamsl Building, construction of . . 77,78
Shamsu'd-Din Tltutmigh, sea Titutmish . o
Sharif fhiin, Amire’l-Umsrd . . 18
Sharif fhin; & builder and governor of

Milwi : £ . : . 18,19
Shattirt, order of mnt- - - . ' 10
Bherganj, eorrect form of Bironj . . 25
Sherpur, in Uttar Pradesh : . . 01,82
Bher Bhih, founder of Sir dynasty 15, 25, 66 {fm1)
Shihabu'd-Din, father of Ikhtivir Khin . 05
Shikibu'd-Din Abmad Ehin, Mughal noble-

man . « + . 85,TIE(Lu6)

Shihi bu'd-Din Euh-.mmd Sahib Qirin-i-
Thinol, titles of 8hih Jikkn 19, 23 (F o 2), 28

a7
Bhirilz, in Iran . . . . . G8
Shuji‘al Ehin, Str official « v e RN
&_ﬂj.i.*I . - . - 12
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