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PREFACE

Tue want of & comprohensive and systematie history of the
rise and progress of the most extensive branch of commerce

© ever known in the annals of mankind and reared up with a

marvellous tact and tenacity by a body of London merchants
i to be deeply regretted. The romantie ereation of an Empire
greater than that of ancient Rome, the extraordinary magni-
tude of the Indo-British trade, the wonderful ramifications
of British capital in India, the complete monopoly of the
carrying and shipping trades of the major part of the Orient,
the political domination of the British in the two continents
of Asia and Africa—all demand a serious study of the begin-
nings of the English relations with the East. The phenomenal
growth and gigantic dimensions of the Anglo-Oriental trade
in the nineteenth century have led people to forget the long
and bitter struggles made by the East India Company to
build it up. The slow and sluggish course of the trickling
rill of this trade which has swelled to & mighty stream inthe
present age, does not deserve oblivion. y

The real volume and character of the East India Company’s
trade and navigation which have so long remained hidden
from the public view, will form the theme of this work. In

‘the greater part of it | have had no predecessor: The pub-

lished works of Abbé Raynal, Anderson, Brace, Charles
D’Avensnt, Mill, Mifburn, Moreau, Macpherson and Wisset,
supply only fragmentary evidence for the century and o half
dealt with in this book. There is a large number of tracts of
controversinl character written by the apologists and op-
ponents of the Company in the years 1615-25 and 1670-1710,
when questions like the monopoly of the Indian trade by the

Y
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Company, the export of bullion and the effects of Indian
imports on English manufactures, formed the storm centres
of partisan controversy. The writers of the sceond period
were 50 much ocoupied with the bullion and protection eon-
troversies in the abstract that there is almost nothing in their
works on the export and import trade between India and
England, and whatever little there is, has been very much
marred by their exaggerations and understatements which
are only too natural in a polemie literature. The period of
fifty-five years from 1625 to 1679 is more or less a blank in
all these works, and even before and after this dark period
the reader looks in vain for any continuous narration of the
extent and character of the commercial dealings of the
English before their acquisition of political power in Bengal.

The work opens with a detailed desoription of the com-
mercial, industrial and economic conditions of Indin at the
beginming of the seventeenth century, und afterwards praces the
changes wrought in them by the Anglo-Indian relation during
the century and a half following. Then an sttempt has been
mede to construct a consecutive history of the Indo-British
trade in all its essentinl aspects. The structure has been
built by collecting data bit by bit from the published and
manuscript records at the India Office, the British Museum,
the Public Record Office, and the Board of Customs Library.

For the detailed survey of the volume, character and
mechanism of this trade, it has been necessary for the first
time to

1. Fill up the blank from 1625 to 1680 regarding exports,
imports and shipping, as far a5 it was possible to do from the
existing records,

2. Compile the annual returns of English exports, separately
both in money and merchandise, from 1654 to 1707, from the
Letter Books of the Court of Direotors of the East India
Company and other records.

3. Make a complete list of all the ships that sailed out from
England for the Indies from 1601 to 1707, and thus supple-
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ment the rare work done by Charles Hardy in preparing * A
Register of Ships employed in the serviee of the Hon. the
United Fast Indin Company from the Union of the two
Companies, in 1707, to the year 1760," published in 1800,

4. Compile a list of the ships which returned home from the
East up to 1660,

5, Give the tonnage, destination and cargo of each of the -
outgoing ships.

6. Collect the annual quantities and values of each of the
chief English commadities exported to the East and of those
imported into England during the seventeenth century as far
as it was possible to do ; and finally,

7. Extract figures for the quantities of Eastern goods im-
ported in each yoar from 1698 to 1760 from the sixty-two
manuseript volumes on imports and exports available in the
Publie Record Office and the Board of Customs Library.

I have also given a comparative view of the English and
Dutch trades with the East, as well as of their shipping, stocks
and dividends from the beginning up to 1760, with frequent
references to the Portuguese and French activities, This
study brings out the essential fact that the trade between
England and the Enst was not inferior in value to that between
Holland and the Indies, in spite of the much-vaunted
monopolies, power and prosperity of the Duteh,

The chapter on the history of the East India Company's
shipping with particular reference to the rates of freights
paid for the various parts of Asia from the beginning of the
practice of freighting ships up to 1760, the system of hiring
ships, and the rules of measuring and rating tonnage, will, it
is hoped, be of exceptional use and interest to the students
of commercial history.

The last chapter presents a short but clear survey of the
very intricate subject of the import duties imposed from
time to time in England upon the East Indin goods. It
elucidates their working and their consequences on the Indian
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trade before the foundation of the political sovercignty of the
British in India,

The large mass of original information compiled from
numerous sources after much investigntion has been given in
the formof uplx-uﬁinoﬂ in Part I1, with the necessary references
in the text.

As all the chapters have been written from the study of
original records, manuscript documents, and authentic
contemporary accounts, it is to be hoped that the book will
prove to be a lucid commentary on the romance of the genesis
and rise of the British power and trade in the Indies.

In conclusion, it gives me much pleasure to acknowledge
my inidebtedness to Professor A, J. Sargent, Mr. W. H. More-
land, and Mr. W. Foster of the Indin Office for making many
valuable suggestions for the improvement of the language and
subjeot-matter of this book.

Ban Krisuxa.
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PART 1

HISTORY OF THE
INDO-BRITISH TRADE






COMMERCIAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN INDIA & ENGLAND

CHAPTER 1
AT THE DAWN OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

TaE great changes wrought by the Dutch and English in the
nature and volume of the internal nnd external trades of

India cannot be intelligently followed until the commercial
ond industrial conditions and the whole mechanism of the
maritime trade of the country st the time of the AppeaTAnce
of those two nations in the Orient be fully grasped. How -
the whole character of European, Asiatic, and American trades
was profoundly modified, how the trade routes changed, how
the Turkish, Egyptian, Arabian, and Ttalian centres decayed,
how the Portuguese passed off the stage, how the Indians
n particular and the Asiatics in general lost their carrying
and foreign trades, can be understood only when we
look at these questions before the modifying cause began
to operate,

For a realistic comprehension of the mechanism, character,
and extent of the maritime activity of India and the vital
parts she played in the commerce of the world, it I8 necessary
to study severally the sea-borne trade of the principal marts
of Africa and Asia, some of which also served as I
links between Asia and Europe. It is only then that a

3



4 FOREIGN TRADE OF INDIA

fuir judgment can be formed of the commercial situstion
of the country and of its future changes. It is then
alone that we can realise how all the streams of ocean-borne
commerce converged on Indian soil during the seventeenth

century.

Indo-African Trade

Starting from the Cape of Good Hope, we find that the
Cape country had not yet been settled, mor its resources
tapped by any European nation till then. On the eastern
coast of that black continent the chief marts were Sofala,
Mozambique, Malinda, Abyssinia, the Islands of Socotra and

. A summary view of the nature of their foreign
trade clearly shows that practically they had commercial
relations with no other country but India, and exclusively
depended for all kinds of manufactured goods upon her.
8he, in turn, got her main supplies of gold from the mines
of Africa.

Mozambique was a very great and safe haven for ships on
the outward voyage from Portugal to India. It was very
rich on account of the extensive trade done in the valuable
articles found thereabout. Gold, gold dust, ambergris, ebony
wood, the blackest and most excellent in the world, large
quantities of ivory of the best sort, “ vastly pretty ’ mats,
many slaves, both male and female, to do the filthiest and
hardest labour, were carried to India from this port. Very
fine precious metal was obtained from mines at Manica
(Banskrit, gold), Monotaps, and Sofala. A number of ships
laden with these goods sailed from Mozambique in the months
of August and September for India, and left that country in
April with 8 merchandise consisting largely of corn, rice, and
other grains, calicoes of many sorts in large quantities, silks
and beads from Gujerat, spices of Bumatra, earthenware of
Pegu procurable at Goa, and some Portugnese goods. Both
the outward and inward trade of Mozambique was the
monopoly of its Governor and of the Viceroy of Goa. All
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other merchants were shut out from s share in this luerative
trade.!

Next to Mozambique and Sofals was Malinda or Ethiopia,
with the chief fortress at Mombassa. Ambergris, myrrh and
frankincense wers the Ethiopian exports to India. The Island
of Socotra furnished a marvellons quantity of dates, sloes
Socotrina, very pretty mats of palm leaves, large amounts of
gum for covering vessels in the place of tar and pitch, civet-
cats, a few horses and some ambergris, The people of this
island traded all along the coast of Arabia, and thence to
Goa and elsewhere, with passports from the Portuguese like
the Indians, They carried back the merchandise of India to
Arabia and their own country.®

Abyssinia and the northern coast of Ethiopia were the
resort of many merchants for the abundant supply of gold,
ivory, wax, honey, and especially of slaves, who worked as
domestic servants and sailors in many parts of India. Free
Arabians and Abyssinian slaves were employed all over India
as sailors and seafaring men with such merchants as sailed
from Goa to China, Japan, Bengal, Malacea, Ormus, and all
the Oriental const. Ewen the Portuguese had no other

* sailors, because it was below their dignity to serve as sailors

in India.® Each ship had a Portuguese captain, and some
galleys had a Portuguese pilot also, while all the rest of the
crew used to be Asiatics and mostly slaves,

Thus the whole eastern coast of Africa supplied gold,
ivory, ebony and other very useful articles for India, and all

1 The Account of Ethi by Friar Joanuo Dos SBanctos, in
MmmmyMtn?FI;‘uhmr Linschoten, and Pymnd. -n?.-m
e of moch gold.” Sanctos tulhrnn}'ln{
Manica. Purchas, E. I:L.L‘t pp.!l.'ﬁ 17, 234-7. {I". !ﬂﬂ
HnmhMuElﬁ.p?v g _ﬂutﬁ, l‘m':hﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁ. 1 ..HL
Purchaa, 7: Moofart,
3 Linschoten, I, E.P'm-s Pliny, BL§_X?H I-mhu.r.pp.ua-m
* Pyrand ma lmthi'mumnﬁp-hudlnﬂhnmmd
officers. Th nediam Ohriatians the Portugness wern not
&dﬂsllﬂ.dimbﬂt?ﬁrhlpm( tllﬂj. *The vast number of alaves
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these in exchange, mainly for Indian cloths, beads, and pro-
visions. India alone supplied all the clothing required by
the Moslem and Christian population of the vast coast of
Africa and its adjacent islands,?

Indo-Arabian Trade

Passing on to Arabia, we find that Mocks, on the Red
Sea, was very well situated for an extensive trade, and in
general all the manufactures of Europe and India found
there a very good market for ex . It was the key of
Egyptian, and through Egypt of the Indo-European trade.
The produce of Abyssinia, Egypt, and Arabia and the mer-
chandise of Europe found vent at this place. It supplied
India with the best Arab horses, white and black frankin-
cense,® “ coffee by whole ships lading,” the best myrrh,
manna, red-dyeing stuffs, smbergris, gold, pearls, aloes,
bezoar, raisins, Arabic gum, and many other precious
articles. 3

The ramifications and character of Mocha commerce have
been vividly described by an eye-witness, William Rivett.
This Englishman had the rare opportunity of visiting this
great emporium. He avers in his queer English that this
city “serveth the merchants of Constantinopell, Alleppo,
Trippolie, Damasco, and Grand Cairo of turbandes, callicoes
of all sorts, pyntadoes and divers other coullored stuffs, as
alsa white of great vallese, with all sort of spyee, cotton wolle
and in fyne indico, which goeth by this passadge into moat parts
of the worlde. They bring also and serveth this place out of
India much iron, which they reape great benefytt by and are
shewer of their sales.”

Aden—once the key and capital of all Arabia Felix and an
extremely beautiful, populous, ancient, and rich city—had
lost its great importance, According to Lewis Barthema
! For the volume of trade with India Bee A
' i India,

ppendix.
" abundance (Linschoten, 11 " w?rgm%ﬁwﬁ o7, T

* Alex. Bharpay, 1606 ;

= 8, LI, p, 57; Jobn Saris, ivd. ;
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(1503), it was the rendezvous for all the ships which came
from India Major and Minor, from Ethiopia and Persia. Then
all the ships which were bound to Mecea put in here. Twenty-
five ships laden with madder or * Rubricke ™ alone (a certain
red earth used to dye cloth) brought out of Arabia, departed
yearly from the city of Aden for India. But much of its trade
was during the sixteenth century transferred to Mocha and
Ormus.!  Jourdain found it ruinsted and destroyed by the
Turks.

This Red Sea trade was indirectly controlled by the
Portuguese, since no ship could leave or enter the porta of -
India without their permits. Except for this restriction Indian
and Arabian merchants fully enjoyed this lucrative branch
of commerce. Mocha, being the port of Mecca, was greatly
frequented by Moslem pilgrims from the whole of the Moslem
world, A number of pilgrim and merchant ships used to go
to Mocha every year before the monsoons from the various
ports of India and Afriea, and returned after the rains with
the products of Arabia, Africa, and Europe, but particularly
with gold and silver,

Purchas gives descriptions of two such fleets which sailed
from India to Mocha in 1612 and 1613 (consisting of about
fifteen ships each), the tonnage in one case being probably
more than 7,500 tons. Captain Sharpeigh found many ships
st Mocha * whereof sizteen were of greatt burthens and of the
Indies.” This testimony is further corroborated by William
Rivett, who says, * Wee founde many ships rydinge,” while
Jourdain on the basis of the information supplied to him by
the Governor of Mocha mentions * forty sails of ships great
and small.”"? The trade by this route can hence be taken
approximately equal to that with Portugal by the sea route,
i.e. 10,000 tons either way.

The Euro-Asiatic Centres. From Aden we come to the

1 Purchas, E. 8., TX, b, BG, §7-8; ol Heynes' ncoount in Purchas,
I, pp. 022-3; Jnmdl.h.l;ls; 74-8; the Adventure of 8ir Edwanl Michel-
Inmlinl..uuq-Bnuh.L!p. 7. 15
. % Marine Journals, VII ; Capt. Sharpeigh's sccount and William Rivett's
Naretive : Jourdain, pp. 100, 104,
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main oentre of Asiatio trade, The Island of Ormus was the
best and the most profitable place of all the Indies. It wasa
common proverb that if the world were an egg, Ormus would
be the yolk. Another proverb made the world a ring and
Ormus the gem. It was the best commereial place in the world
on account of its central situation for the traffie of all parts, It
was really the greatest centre of the Indian, Persian, Arabian,
Egyptian, Turkish, Armenian, Syrian, and European trade.
There was always a great concourse of the merchants of all
nations. The products of Europe, Asia, and Africa were carried
there for distribution into various countries. Cotton and silk
stufls, precious stones, spices, pepper, copra, ginger, drugs,
and numerous articles used to be carried thither from India.
Persia supplied rich carpets, raw silk, silks, horses, rhubarb,
pearls,! and larins® consisting of the finest silver in the
world. From Turkey came blankets, turquoises, emeralds, and
fine lapis lazuli. Arabia sent its drugs, as also aloes, raisins,
manna, myrrh, frankincense, dates, jams, and horses. While
quicksilver, vermilion, rose-water, glassware, brocade, silk
stuffs, woollens, eutlery, swords, and many other European
commodities found their way to Ormus,

In the words of Pyrard, ** the merchandise and goods of all
the world must pass there and pay tribute to the Portuguese,?
who search all the ships to see if any merchandise is being
carried that is contraband and is prohibited by their King.
But that is the place where Governors fill their pockets in as
much as they will for money let everything pass.” The

' Fitch {av. 1583) in Pinkerton's Voyages, Vol IX, p 407 ;
mm G-, = ;
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major portion of the trade was controlled by the Portuguese,
who sent their ships to Goa, Chaul, Bengal, Museat, and

~ other places. No man could buy, sell, lade any commodity

before the Portuguese captain hndﬂuT:‘I shipped, freighted, and
despatched his wares away. The trade in horses was com-
pletely reserved for the captain or his licencees. This
monopoly gave them immense profits, for horses were very
dear and in great demand in India. They were generally
sold for four or five hundred pardaos, and some from seven
to one thousand pardaocs.!

So far as the European trade was concerned, Aleppo was
the chief emporium. Tt can be called the Queen of the
Orient. It was “ one of the fairest and greatest mart-cities
in the world."? All European nations, with the exception of
the Spaniards, Portuguese, or other subjects of the King of
Spain who were forbidden to trade with Aleppo, used to
bring their wares to this centre, had their factors there and
returned with Indian goods to Venice, Marseilles, London,
Amsterdam, ete. Twice every year, in the months of April
and September, two caravans used to come from Aleppo
overland through Turkey to the town of Bassora, making a
special stay for several days at Bagdad and other principal
marts in coming and going. From Bassora the goods were
conveyed to Ormus in small boats. Monsieur de Monfart

£38-45; Linschoten, I, pp, 46-57 Fitch
uuafﬂ?ﬁpmm K op 168 B&rbuu,[:pqﬂ-&ﬂﬁ in
Purchas, E. 8., X, p.

IﬂYﬂﬁiHﬂhm-Jnhon the valee of pardso or xersphin st this time
is stated from 4a. 2d. to 4o 0d., or, say, 4o 4d. The prices of horses would
bullﬂ-ltﬂiillnpmmdthlhut-umunhum{. They wers im
into (lon free of duty, and even goods brought in shi thl}'

(C. Frederick), and later on, ten (William Barret in Hak. Voy., I, p. 215),
m.lhwdmanmﬂuhaddmr Bu‘lfumrpqod.um

nxrlpwt Goa—a hungwﬂrthﬁl. tlutlul:;
-mnmhdtu nfB-.rhn-.p. 1. Gu-tm-lgl-'mud
horses sold for a thousand and sixteen hundred % & piece [p. 65).

'Mumvmhuhmmmhmmm Lith who sccom.

it in 1614. It consisted of 1600 men and 100 sold Trade was
by the neval wars of the Dutch, English, and

&_muﬂn{lﬂﬂmm“ﬂlhi:m

mﬂm Ty the number of men bs lar smaller
P

i
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(1609) accompanied one such party which consisted of more
than ten thousand men.! Such a vast number of merchants
and other people is & sure index of the immensity of the
Euro-Asiatic commerce of those days. In ome word, the
Eurapean trade through Turkey was centred in Ormus, where the
Portuguese held the monopoly of importing horses into India
and had, moreover, the privilege of pre-emption in the purchase
and disposal of general merchandise.

Indo-Persian Relations. Befare proceeding to witness the
busy trade and prosperity of Indian ports, we should get
a glimpse of the relation of Persia and India. They had
an extensive trade both by land and water from time
immemorial.

Persia purchased a great many Burope-manufactured
articles, especially coarse woollen eloth of various colours,
but a far greater quantity of cotton cloths, drugs, snd all
the usual exports of India were in constant demand. Spices
and metals of the Southern Islands and many Far Eastern
products were also carried thither from some entrepét of the
western coast, On the other hand, all kinds of luxury articles
and a large quantity of its silver money were brought back
to Indin. There was always a favourable balance for the
latter in the Persian trade, paid in the form of larins, which
were in request all over the country, because they were of
very good silver, and ** useful and handy for all occasions,""?

The tonnage of the Indo-Ormus trade cannot be ascer-
tained, as every traveller has attested the grest number of
ships in vague terms only. Yet on the evidence of Monfart,
and Pyrard, one eould not place it st less than the Mocha-
India trade. In other words, 10,000 tons of shipping either
way will be a fair estimate of the Indo-Ormus trade.?

} CL Cartwright's description (1611), pp. 8-0; Varthema, p. 7.
* Monfart, pp. 8-13; .ﬂplip-ﬁhl.mﬂﬂ; Ll]';p.m-l:
?l-rﬂﬁ.,.pp.]ﬁl—i.

Eﬂhni-?uﬁnhv&hyhndmﬂu{huﬁu.l.p.m; The
hmm uhhh-bhuﬂvmd:‘htehﬂmﬂnm
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Tatta and Lauribunder

Passing on to the Indian coast, we find that the first city
of supreme importance was Tatta, No city was of greater
trade in the north of India than Tatta. Its chief harbour was
Lauribunder,! three days’ jowrney from it. In two months
traders could go by water to Lahore, passing Multan on the
way, and return in one month, Goods from Agra were carried
on camels to Bucker in twenty days, and from that town to
Lauribunder in f.ftesn or sixteen days in boats,

Thus the three most inland, but the most prosperous and
greatest emporiums of Central and Northern India found o
market for their merchandise in Tatta. The special com-
modities of local growth were foodstufis and raw material, like
rice, sugar, butter, and salt ; iron, pitch, and tar; cotton
and indigo, though not as good as the Biana kind. Divers
sorts of excellent fine cotton-stuffs, baftas, and lawns were
available in large quantities. The country was also well
known for its horses and camels. Besides these, smoked fish
was exported to other ports and cities, affording a con-
siderable profit. Fish oil was also extracted and much used
in boat building. * There were also large quantities of most
excellent and faire Leather, which are most workmanlike,
and cunningly wrought with silke of all colours, both flowers
and personnges, this leather is in India much esteemed, to
lay upon beds and tables instead of carpets (and coverlets),
they make also all sorts of desks, cupboards, coffers, boxes,

. ,
N e e e b
ST e 5 AT (Praie 1 Msammy, e DAY
ﬂnwﬁmmpﬂmmmm sevenieenth centuries pro-

I find that Diul was recognised as & separate
the River Indos, which is named K. de Diunl
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and a thousand such-like devices all inlaid, and wrought
with mother-of-pearl, which are earried throughout all India,
especially to Goa and Cochin, against the time that the
Portugals shippes came thither to take in their lading.” Tt
must have been a busy port, because 40,000 boats of many
kinds, large and small, plied about in the River Indus.

The Sind goods were carried to Ormus, Diu, Cambay, Gon,
Surat, and many of the Malabar ports. Numerous kinds of
Indian commodities were imported into the provinee in
return for them, !

Diu was the next important port. Even at the beg
of the sizteenth century, it was described by Barbosa as having
a very good harbour, much trade in merchandise and much
shipping from all parts of the Western world and Malabar.
Varthema was a personal witness to the immense traffic of
the city, which he calls ““ The Port of the Turks,” probahly
because four hundred Turkish merchants resided there
constantly.? It seems to have grown into a still more cele-
brated port by the occupation of the Portuguese. It has
been described by Pyrard as passing fair, rich, and fertile ;
innumerable vessels touched there, and rendered it the most
wealthy place in the Indies after Goa. ¢ was * the mart and
staple for all the vessels coming from Cambaye, Surat, the Red
Sea, the Persian Sea, Ormus, and other places in the Indies.”
There was much traffic with Cambay ; numerous barques of
15 0 20 tons burden each plied between the two ports. One
could live cheaply and command *“ all the conveniences and
luxuries imaginable.” Its custom-house produced the large
income of £38,500 for the Portuguese, The Malabar pirates,
m.mdengmtpmﬁtbymiﬁngumany boats of the Din
merchants as they liked. Pyrard himself saw them captur-

Ing at one swoop forty or fifty of them, and that was no

! Thevenot, V, p. 150; Purchas, E. 8., IV, 171, 201 ;: Linachotan, T,
o 35-0: Aini-ARbari, 11, Pp. 337-8; Purebas E. 8. IV, p. 207. Walter
ytan's report (A0, 1613) for the articles required for Sind mentions brosd.
Ihlh.ifuj.irm.ﬁn.hd.u-l, udmyﬁ‘m‘uhu.“’-ﬁﬁn
Lo o6 T P Fondorich i, o0
g H 8 r B
‘arthemna, pp. 61-2, =
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uncommon ocourrence, The eoastal trade must have been
extraordinarily profitable to meet all those losses on the sea,

Cambay! has been called the * Indian Cairo.” In modern
terminology it can appropriately be styled the * Indian
Manchester,” being the commercial centre of Gujerat, the
Lancashire of India. From Ptolemy onward all travellers have
attested its great wealth, magnificence, and flourishing trade.
This port being one of the greatest and richest of all the coast
towns of India, merchunts resorted to it from all quarters
of the world. It was the home and nursery of all that was
best in India. The workmanship of its inhabitants in weaving
and dyeing, in embroidery as well as curious works of art,
made of wood, metal, ivory, amber, horns of ses-horses, and
various kinds of stones was the wonder of the world. There
were found all kinds of cotton and silk manufactures, per-
fumes, innumerable things of ivory, beautiful woodwork of all

‘inds, bedsteads of all colours, works of art made of coral, ns

well as agates, cornelians, onyxes, and other precious stones,
delicate oushions, quilted cloths, canopies of delicate work-
manship, beautiful paintings, shields made of tortoise-shells
which were * wrought and inlaide very workmanlike,” fair
signets, rings, buttons, handles of knives, and beads of white-
as-milk stone which were sold in all parts of the world.

Speaking of the excellence of cotton cloths, Linschoten
says that * they make some so fine, that you cannot perceive
the threads, so that for fineness it surpasseth any Holland
clo

The cuthusisstic evidence of Pyrard on the greatness and
originality of Indian industries and the wonderful culture of
the people is of permanent interest :—

In short, I could never make an end of telling such o variety

! Yule's Cathay, Vol, II, p. 355 ; Marco Polo, Vol IT, p. 380 ; Varthema,

- 106-7 ; and 20 ; I11, p. 18, Realistic deseription of Cambay
Valle, L p. 07 o sy, Of Polo's deseription of Gujerat, p. 383, and of
me":mmaumu “Thus from Meces and Jl.can alone they
i Eymebggur by o oo e g v e
water, saffron, gold, and uncoined), in such abundance that it
eannot be reckaued,”  Cotl, early in the fiftoenth century, speaks of it as
* a very noble city,” and Nikitin calls it * & purt of the whole lodis sea."
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of manufactures, as well in gold, silver, iron, steel, copper, and
other metals, as in precious stones, choice woods, and other
valued and rare materials. For they are all cunning folk, and
owe nothing to the people of the West, themselves endued with
4 keener intelligence than is usual with us, and hands as subtle
a8 ours; to see or hear a thing but once, is with them to know
it. A ounning and crafty race not, however, fraudulent, nor
easy to defrand. And what is to be observed of all their mano-
factures is this, that they are both of good workmanship and
cheap. I have never seen men of wit so fine and polished as are
these Indians; they have nothing barbarous or savage about
them, as we are apt to suppose. They are unwilling, indeed,
to adopt the manner and customs of the Portuguese ; yet do.
they readily learn their manufactures and workmanship, being
very curious and desirous of learning. In fact, the Pa
take and learn more from them than they from the Portuguese ;
and they that come fresh to Goa are very simpletons fill they have
. Mequired the airs and graces of the Indians. It must then be
understood that all these countries of Cambaye, Surat, and
others (in the region) of the river Indus and of the Grand Mogor,.
are the best and most fertile of all the Indies, and are, as it were,
& nursing-mother, providing traffic and commerce for all the
test; o, too, is the kingdom of Bengal, where their manners
and customs are the same. The wople, both men and women,
are there more cultivated than e ewhere ; those countries are:
the mart of all the ships of India, and there living is better
than anywhere olse, :
No people in the world know so much about pearls and precious
i and even at Goa the goldsmiths, lapidaries, and other
ocoupied with the finer crafts are all Banians and
Bramenis of Cambaye, and have their own streets and shops.2
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There was such a large amount of traffic with Goa that two
or three times & year “ there went together from three hundred
to four hundred vessels,! called Cafilas, of Cambaya, like the
caravans of Aleppo.” At Goa the whole city looked for these
fleats, as in Bpain they awaited those from the Indies, At
the arrival of a Cambay Fleet, we are told the joy of the
maerchants and the whole people was marvellons, . Frederiek

“says that innumerable vessels came in and out of the harbour,
and adds, * If 1 had not seen it, I could not have believed that
there should be such a trade as there i2." The outgoing ships
were laden with the produce and the manifold manufactures
of Gujerat. Yet the principal exports can be pointed out as
indigo ; great stores of precious stones, not of the fine sorts
such as diamonds and rubies, but of other kinds, which timy
knew how to cut skilfully and to work into a thousand pretty
things ; rock-erystal, iron, copper, rock-alum, wheat, rice,
vegetables of various varieties, medicinal drugs, butter, oils
of divers sorts, perfumes, white and black soap, sugar,
conserves, paper, wax, opium, calicoes of all sorts, cloths
painted with various figures, woollen carpets for rough use,
cotton carpets with stripes of many colours ; cabinets made
in the German style and inlaid with mother-of-pear], ivory,
gold, silver, and precious stones; small cabinets, coffers,
and boxes of tortoise-shell, ** which were polished so clearly .

dried and eandied, Boraso in paste, grest store of sugar, i qui.r.ul.j-
of Cotton, abundanos of Opiam, Assafetids, Pochio, rl.tgn*

sortes of droggs, Turbants made in Dia, putmnulhknm
l"m'rl-tmt-l, Agata, [Haapry, Calcidoni, hemitists, and some kinds of natural

During the tims | dwelt in Cambaitta, 1 saw mwﬂm%
thunmmmﬁ.munnmh-rn!.ﬁ.ﬂ:ﬁ that made Bracelpin

Mannii, or bracelets of Elephants toeth, of divers colours, for the women
of the Gentiles, which have their armes full decked with them.” 4
Pﬂhlmwm&mhuﬂd it one of the two chiel

oonan-porta of and in the fifteenth century Conti deseribed of ax 14 miles
[
‘ﬂ.?m‘-mmrmywlﬂgmhmmm
lndi‘lkltnﬂ‘uﬂhdlnmﬂumh{ ahips of diferent
mh'l-nmlndpllm[ ilj"’{'wtnpl inﬂnlhhn
ulhmﬁmu Eu- I: the Portugal
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that nothing could have a prettier effect,” tents, bands,
called “ Parcuites,” of fine white cotton, couches and bed-
steads that were painted and lscquered with all manper of
colours and designs ; silk-stuffs of all kinds, pillows, counter-
panes, coverlets of silk, ““ painted with much neatness and
cleverly worked.”

Pyrard remarks that cloths had the whiteness of snow and
were very delicate and fine. Gujerat was the home of textile *
manufacture, Its silk- and cotton-stuffs were the principal
source of riches in India. Pyrard has understated the truth
when he remarks that everyone from the Cape of Good Hope
to China, man and woman, is clothed from head to foot with
stufis made in Gujerat. We know that all the countries of
Asia, Eastern Africa, and of Europe, too, depended upon
India for their cotton clothing. In fact, almost the whaole
planet got its supplies of fine fabrics from Gujerat, “ the
Lancashire of India,” Bengal, the * Paradise of Nations,” and
the numerous cities of the Coromandel coast.

The considerable traffic of this premier port of India could
not amount to less than 100,000 tons per annum. Taking the
tonnage of barques plying between Goa and Cambay to be
50 tons each, we find the outward total tonnage from Cambay
to Goa comes to more than 43,000 tons.! Assuming half of
the Diu traffic with Cambay, we have 48,000 tons for the two
ports alone. When we think of the Cambay trade with Mocha,
Ormus, Maldives, and the numerous ports of India, wo are
sure that the most modest estimate could not be less than
100,000 tons per annum.

Surat, the “ gate of Mecca,” or the “ city of the sun,” was
another celebrated port of Gujerat. It could mot rival the
traffic, wealth, prosperity, and culture of the now-forgotten
port of Randir in the beginning of the sixteenth century.
Both the cities suffered terribly from the destruction wrought
by the Portuguese in 1512 and 1530. Randir could not
recover from that mortal blow, so that much of the traffic
was transferred to Surat. The Rev. Patrick Copland (1611-14)

! 350 barques x | times x50 tons each barque— 43,750 tons.
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found in it many stone and brick houses which were fair,
square, and flat-roofed. The city was adorned with goodly
gardens full of various fruits continuing all the year round.
The people were ** grave, judicious, neat, tall, goodly cloathed
in long white Callico or Silk robes.”"! Tt could use everything
from whatever quarter in India it might come. Asat Cambay
and Goa, commerce was very extensive here, both in exports
and imports, becanse the Mogul Empire and the Moslem
Deccan States swallowed a great deal of goods, to which might
still be added the great demand of the decaying Vijyanagar
chiefs. All this meant a considerable vent of every kind of
merchandise. It was also a very convenient place for the
exchange of Malabar, the Deccan, and up-country goods,
Hence, it was “ one of the most eminent cities for trade in all
India.”

Surat annually exported? all sorts of piece-goods, white,
coloured, and striped, for which Gujerst was so famous, and
all the other goods provided by Cambay, besides Chinese,
European, Malabar, Southern and Eastern commodities of
all kinds, It was also an entrepdt for the up-country produce
as far as Cashmir, Lahore, and Agra, Taking into considera-
tion the very considerable activity of Surat, we shall find
that, for reasons stated elsewhere, the aggregate gross ton-
nage of the ships entering or leaving Surat probably ap-
proached the amount of 20,000 tons per year. (App.)

The Decay of Malabar Ports
Next to Surat, Daman was a place of moderate trade under
Portuguese control. It had lost its ancient importance, as
had other ports on the same coast, -
Bassein® was, however, the great shipbuilding harbour of
those days. It has also rich quarries of very fine and hard

VICL. Valle, I, pp. In-lﬂ.g“iﬂr:vﬂaﬂmd in Purchas, E 8, IV, p. 140;

Payton (1613), Purchas, E. A
n&u?dm "d"'n'a:.irmmmm nm
3 w's report on exporis ports ;
g. 3 Gazettesr, Vol. I1.
Valle, I, pp. 140-3.
¢
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freestone resembling granite, and was the favourite resort
of the wealthier Portuguese, as well as the seat of the
governor, who was styled the General of the North. Next to
Ormus, it brought the greatest revenue into the Portuguese
treasury,

Dabul ! & port of very great antiquity, was a place of much
traffic in all sorts of merchandise in the days of Barbosa and
Varthema. Although it had sadly suffered under the adverse
influence of the Portuguese, yet it was not 4 mean place at the
end of the sixteenth century. According to Green, the town
had ** nine ships of great burthen and draughts, the least of
them drawing 18 or 20 feet, being laden.”” These ships
yearly sallied out with very rich commodities. Jourdain
informs us that two or three ships of great burden snd far
richer than those that went for Surat, every year sailed to
the Red Sea, and two more very rich ships used to go to
Ormus.

Chaul® had remained one of the most important seaports
in Western India from long before the days of Ptolemy. It
was the chief mart of Gujerat and a place of great commerce
at the time of Barbosa’s visit. De Barros desoribes it as a
city which in population and size was one of the most im-
portant of that coast. It did not lose its importance during
the sixteenth century on account of its excellent position as
an entrepot for the Malabar and Cambay ships. Pyrard
alludes to it in these words: “ The country there is vastly
rich, and productive of all kinds of valuable merchandise,
which the merchants from all parts of India and the East
come to seek. But the chiefest are the silks, which are
obtained there in such quantity that alone they almost
supply Goa and all India, They are of & different quality
from those of China ; and at Goa no account is made of any
but Chaul silk, whereof very pretty stuffs are made ; it also
lurgely supplies choice cotton fabries.”

1

Barbosa, p. 72; Varthema, IM.Py‘lﬂdHrh 2

* Barbosa, p. 69; Linschoten,
X, il—-hﬂ'ﬂnnhlllhbnq m.ulmm efl. Varthema,

pp. 13-14.
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* Golden Goa "

Before we pass on to Goa, it should be remembered that
many ports had fallen into decay during the hundred years
of Portuguese domination in the Indian waters. Barbosa
names shout fifty seaports from Debul 8ind to Comorin on
the western coast of India. The Portuguese monopoly very
much curtailed the activities of small ports and concentrated
commerce in & few big cities alone. The works of Linschoten,
Pyrard, and other travellers take no notice of the numerous
port towns so enthusiastically deseribed by Barbosa. Goa,
the metrapolis of the Portuguese East, had robbed all other
ports of their ancient importance and fame, ** Golden Goa "'
stood, “ like imperial Rome, on seven hills.” Tt had become
a wonder of the East for its power, opulence, trade, elegant
buildings, and the luxury of its inhabitants. It was the
rendezvous of the merchants of all Eastern nations. Vene-
tisns, Italians, Germans, Flemings, Castilians, and English-
men were also settled there. It was “ a marvel to see the great
multitude of people that came and went every day by sea and
by land, on all manner of affairs.”” According to Pyrard, it
was the finest spectacle in the world to see the vast number
of ships that lay at anchor in the harbour. The mighty
traffic and commerce that was done there, was such, indeed,
that every day “ seemed fair-day.” Its population has been
estimated to be 225,000 souls, three-fourths of whom were
Christians, and yet the clergy were not included in this
estimate. Being the seat of the Portuguese Government in
the East, it was a centre of all their commercial activities.
Its immense traffic is evidenced by the arrival of about one
thousand Cambay barques, by a fleet of about two hundred
and fifty ships bound for the south and other fleeta for Ormus,
Africa, and Europe. The annual tonnage of the ships entering
and leaving Goa for the various parts of the world must have
been far more than that of Cambay.!

1 IL pp. 27, 67, 178; Linschoten, I, p. 164: Purchas, E. 8.,
X, p. 101, "ﬂnﬂ"bxlhlnu,pﬂ: Varthema, pp. 110-25,
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The Malabar Trade

The whole strip of the sea coast from Goa to Comorin
was, and is even now, known by the name of Malabar. It
has been described as wonderfully fertile, vastly rich in
natural resources and productive of many kinds of valuable
merchandise which merchants from all over the East and the
West came to seek at its numerous ports. Onore, Barcelor,
Cannanore, Calicut, and Cochin were the principal ports
which, with the exception of Calicut, were held by the
Portuguese. Large quantities of pepper, ginger, cinnamon,
cardamoms, beetle, areca, cocoanut, copra, cocoanut oil,
fine timber for the manufacture of ships and house

furniture, rice, butter, sugar, and palm-sugar were exparted
from all these ports. Different kinds of cotton cloths were
also available for export.!

The Portuguese, however, controlled the exclusive purchase
of pepper, and none others dared buy it in those parts, As
the allied princes and their subjects had liberty to trade with
or without the Portuguese passports, the best pepper was
exported to Mocha and other places, and the worst handed
over to the Portuguese on account of their offering fixed
rates which had been settled by several treaties with the
Malabar princes.? The King of Portugal had prohibited the
export of ginger on the ground that it interfered with the
sale of his pepper,  On account of this restriction, the West
Indies ginger was largely used in Europe in those days. It
is strange to say that cinnamon, the third great product of
Malabar, was also forbidden to be carried into Portugal ; yet

! Pyrard, IT, pp. 355-6; Froderick in Purchas, E. 8., X, p. 102; Linscho-
ten, I p. 70, The people of chbur.e?:ci-llyihﬂlnguh nirs, merchants,
and bankers, lived in great luxury. They waore ear-ri ulvuypnciml‘ﬁu

m::d st in gold, on their arms from the

deplornble. This
by ﬂﬁﬁhpﬂdnmtw[m
Pp. 4048 ; 1, pp. 377, 385-8).
* Portuguese Records (Doc. Remettidos, Vol 1, doc. B).

i
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a great quantity of it was every year shipped under the name
of Ceylon cinnamon, and full customs duty was paid onit. Ae-
cording to Linschoten, its price was 25-30 against 100 pardaos
for the Ceylon kind., The manner of Portuguese trade with the
Malabar ports will be deseribed later on. Here we will notice the
great traffic of the two important ports of Calicut and Cochin,

Calicut was the greatest Malabar port before the arrival of
the Portuguese. Their frequent depredations on its shipping,
and continued wars both on land and sea against its King,
reduced the great traffio of this famous city. The rival town
of Cochin became, next to Goa, the centre of Portuguese
commerce in India. The Raja of ‘Calicut ever remained a
sworn enemy of the Portuguese, and continually harassed
them by an organised system of piracy conducted under his
patronage by the Malabars.! With the decay of the Portu-
guese power in India, he began to regain his former supremacy.
Pyrard found his country thickly populated and adorned with
great and beantiful cities, of which the chief was Calicut.
No country in all the Indies was, in his opinion, better fur-
nished with all commodities, It was famous for a marvellous
abundance of pepper, ginger, cmnamon, cardamoms, tamarind,
cocoanuts, rice, and different Jands of wood which were the
principal source of the country’s wealth. A great store of
precious stones of all sorts, except diamonds, very fine cotton
fabrics which bear the name of * calico,” and * divers sorts
of painted and patterned tapestry,” were exported from it.?
It has been described as a very fair and great city, * the busiest
and most full of all traffic and commerce in the whole of
India." It had merchants from all parts of the world, and of
all nations and religions by reason of the liberty and security
accorded to them there. The cireuit of the city proper was
more than five leagues. It was really a large district covered
with handsome, large, and magnificent buildings and spacious
enclosures in such wise that a single house required a very

! Linschoten, I, pp. 85-73 ; Pyrard, I, p. 376, for the sound policy of the
Pymrd, 1, pp. 371, 308400,
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large space for all-its gardens, orchards, fish-ponds, and
plantations. Their markets were so full of people of all races,
from the Cape of Good Hope to Japan, all the day long, that
it was difficult to pass through them.

Such is the glowing description of Calicut at the beginning
of the seventeenth century from the pen of Pyrard, whom
eight months’ residence in this famous city gave exceptional
opportunities to observe the grandeur and prosperity of a
great commercial town under Indian rule. Calicut was then
outrivalled by Cochin in traffic, opulence, and elegance of
buildings. The latter had become the greatest centre for the
export of Malabar produce to all parts of the world. Next
to Goa it was the important emporium of Portuguese trade.
There were really two towns known by the name of Cochin,
the one under the Moslem king of its own and the other-under
the Portuguese. Both were connected with each other by
beautiful suburbs, and were practically one so far as trade
was concerned. Their traffic must have been very considerable,
becanse ships to and from Portugal, Malacca, and China
touched here, nnd the whole Southern Armada made Cochin
its resting-place for a few days. There was also a great direct
traffic with Bengal. Many ships laden with Malabar produce
and cowries brought from the Maldives left Cochin every year
for Bengal, the Coromande] coast, and the Eastern countries.
We learn from Bacarro (Manuscript, folio 315) that thirty
ships or more used to come to Cochin every year from Bengal,
and that every ship brought a capital of more than 20,000
xeraphins. In other words, the value of Bengal exports to
Cochin alone was 600,000 xeraphins, or £130,000 per annum.?

**The Pearl Island.” The fertile island of Ceylon,® where
the Portuguese held the port of Colombo with a few other
minor ports at a great expense on account of continual wars
with its inhabitants, has been the seat of great traffic from
the remotest antiquity. There was constant intercourse
between India and Ceylon from prehistorie times. 1t has been

! Pymard, 1, pp. 483-8 ; Hobson-Tobson, p. 423.
* Barbosa, pp. 145-54 ; P;md,l,;.mp'
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famous for its cinnamon, areca, cardamoms, elephants, ivory,
ehony, snake-wood, precious stones, such ns topaz, emeralds,
garnets, water sapphire, chrysoliths, spinels, star stones,
firmament stones, rubies, hyacinths, cat's eyes, ape stones
and serpentine stones, and small quantities of gold, silver and
iron, but above all, pearls, which have given the country the
romantic name of the ** Pearl Island.” Coffee and tea were not
among the produce in those days, There must have been a
great traffic for all these valuable articles, No definite idea
of the volume of its trade can be had. Ribeiro ohserved that
mkut&anamomndmﬂbmnwurhuddwymrwﬁh
aréoa alone. According to Pyrard, areca grew in such
abundance that all India was supplied with it from Ceylon,
80 that ** a great traffic was carried on to all parts, for whole
ships are laden with it for conveyance elsewhere,” Then trade
in cinnamon and elephants was no less considerable. These
animals, being obtainable there at a small price, were carried
to India and sold at from 1000 to 1500, and some even so cheap
as from 400 to 600 ducats in the Malabar and Coromandel
countries. We have also to take into consideration the number
of ships that arrived there from Bengal and the Coromandel
coast laden with eloths, rice, butter, and other provisions. At
least one Portuguese galleon used to go to Ceylon EVEry year
for the lading of cinnamon, and then Indian junks from the
whole western coast of Indis went there for exchanging
Indian products with the valuable commodities to be obtained
in the island. Under these circumstances 15,000 tons of
shipping will be a fair estimate of the Indo-Ceylonese trade,!

The Coast of Coromandel was said to extend from Nega-
patam® to the celebrated port of Masulipatam. The former

was a very great city, and “ very populous of Portugals crd

' Lpg0; . 14050, 458 : Barbosa, p. 170. The
mﬁuﬁm i e Lt n’ﬂ}m lonese in gold, silver, ivory,
iron, steal, nnd other materinls han been ised by both Linschoten

81) and Pyrard (11, p. 142).
i mmhiﬂr%hfundhm-pﬁim.ﬁhmmwiup:md
hll-ppﬁru.lndnhuut'll?'u {Barbosa, p. 168),
* Dutoh Records, Vol. XXIT1, 639, doe. . sjl.ll)i—l. Carrea
(1540} maw 700 pail loading rico st Negapatam (Hobson.Jobson, P 04)
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Christians of the country and part Gentiles,” though it was a
place of small trade. Next came the famous port of St
Thomé or Mailapur, the chief city of Narsingha or the Vijyana-
gar state, and a town of great traffic. Though not very ex-
bensive it was, in the judgment of Frederick, the fairest in
all that part of the Indies! The sea was very dangerous,
and yet the people could dexterously lade and unlade ships
by means of their barques, called “ catameroni ” by Balbi,
and catamarans in lster times.? It seems to have regained
its former greatness under the Portuguese, for Barbosa speaks
of it as almost uninhabited. Then ten or twelve miles south
of Masulipatam was Narspur Petta, situated on the banks of
& river. It was the greatest centre of the shipbuilding industry
on that coast. Moslems, Portuguese, and Hindus built their
vassels in that place, since all materials, wood, iron, and
other things, were found there in abundance, and also the
wages of workmen were very low.

Masulipatam, immortalised by Ptolemy in his Tables and
the Periplus® as Masalia, has been since the dawn of authentic
history famous for the export of cotton piece-goods. Kalinga
was already well known for its disphanous muslins in the time
of Sakya Muni Gotam (600 B.C.), a8 may be seen in a story
related in the Buddhist annals.* It was a very bus s seaport.
Every year ships were sailing to the coasts of Bengal, Arracan,
?ngu. Tenasserim, laden with all sorts of cotton cloths, glass,
tron, cotton yamn, both red and white ; tobacco and certain
sea-shells called cowries, which were used as money in Bengal
and Arracan ; also some spices and sandal-wood. In return
they brought rice, cotton, silk, seed of gingili, sugar, all sorts
of woven fabrics, some fine quilts, rubies, sapphires, gum-lac,
benzoin, gold, tin, dyeing wood, glazed and porcelain ware, and
n M'ltl.i.n beverage called Nijpa."

Bhpahuuﬂadtn!hhnm, Achin, Priaman, Queda, and
Perak, laden with all sorts of painted cloths and rice, bringing

=
P 174 ; Linschoten, 1, p. 82.
3 o

* Balbi, v 82; .
* Periplus, p, 47, 4Hﬁr'{-frﬂqpm
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in return sulphur, camphor, silk, tin, and some Gujerat
cloths, also pepper from Priaman, and some chinaware which
they bought there from the Chinese for selling on the coast.

Other ships sailed to Ceylon and the Maldives, laden with
rough cotton cloths, bringing in return ** kayro ™ for making
ropes, and ** cocoa-nuts which were antidotes against poison.”
From Ceylon they brought cinnamon, fine mats, cocon-nuts,
and some precious stones, to be sold on the coast, especially
at Masulipatam.® Sometimes one hundred ships were seen
suiling from the Southern Islands,® * laden with spicerie,
linen-cloth, and china commodities ; besides stones and other
wealth."

On account of this immense traffic the whole country along
the coast, except the kingdom of the Carnatic or Carnata of
old, was in & most flourishing condition. A great number
of magnificent temples, extensive pagodas, elegant public
buildings, fortified towns and maritime cities were incon-
testable monuments of its vast riches, arts, and industries.
The towns of Pulicat, Sadras, Conjivaram, Cuddalore, and
8t. Thomé were centres of maritime commerce, The manu-
facture of cotton fabrics of exceeding fineness and of various
kinds, coloured, painted, white, was a speciality from most
ancient days. Marco Polo found the most delicate buckrams
of the highest price which ** in sooth looked like tissues of spiders’
web " being exported to all the quarters of the planet. * There
is no King or Queen in the world but might be glad to wear
them,"* was the concluding remark of that keen observer on
the excellence of those cloths, Then at the close of the
sixteenth century, Linschoten observes that * there is ex-
cellent faire linnen of cotton made in Negapatan, Saint
Thomas, and Musulepatan, of all eolours, and woven with
divers sorts of loome workes (flowers) and figures, verie fine
and cunningly wrought, which is much worne in India, and

! 8es Hobson-Johson.

;!,ﬁmm I, 25, doc. 16, 7-8; John Davia (1500) ; Purchas, T1,

PR, Fitch (1653-01) in Purches, E. 8, X, p, 172,
* Polo, p. M40,
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better esteemed than silke, Jor that it is higher prised then
milke, because of the fineness and CUnning workmanship. "'t

Besides these piece-goods and chintz, dinmonds, rubies,
pearls, agate, indigo, rice, ete., used to be exported in return
for spices of all sorts, sulphur, spelter, tin, lead, musk, Pegu
rubies and spinels, Malabar pepper, vermilion, quicksilver,
coral, alum, gum-lac, benzoin, gold, all sorts of China silk-
stuffs, porcelain, sandal, copper, camphor, velvets, rose-water,
opium, many Cambay and Europe goods.

From the Coromandel we pass on to Orissa and Bengal,
The produce and manufactures of the former as deseribed by
Frederick and Fitch,® were in general similar to the two
countries between which it lies, Bengal was rightly called
the * Paradise of Nations " on account of its extraordinary
fertility and the inoredible sbundance and cheapness of its
manifold produce. Barbosa names Bengala® as the principal

L

B“Hﬁl;hm T, p 0L

tbnﬂhdumm-nt-uflhkomtu“ruylhup.
great aocountants, and dexterous merchants * (p 174).

laden large

of fine white calicoes, store of butter, lae, . Einger,
mirabolans, great ﬂmﬁl‘m"n{ '?h‘nrhu," which rﬂ!mrdml
"thnnpﬂbu woods without any labour of man" (Frederick, p. 113},

* The situation of Bengala, to the ancient maps, & & little
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mart of the provinee. It was a very great eity with a very
good harbour. Many foreigners, as the Arabs, Persians,
Abyssinians, Portuguese, and Gujerats lived there. They
were all great merchants and owned large ships of the same
build as those of Mecea, and others of the Chinese build which
they called * Jungos.," These were ** very; large and carried
a very considerable cargo.” With these vessels they navigated
to the numerons ports of the Coromandel, Malabar, Cambay,
Pegu, Tenasserim, Sumatra, Ceylon, and Malacea, and traded
in all kinds of goods. They lived in great luxury, and even
the common people were well off. The latter wore white
#hirts half-way down the thigh and drawers, and very small
head-wraps of three or four turns; all of them were * shod
with leather, some with shoes, others with sandals, very well
worked, sewn with silk and gold thread.”?

One century after, both Linschoten and Pyrard? fully bear
out this account in all its details, only the ancient port had
lost its importance. Satgaon, commonly called by the
Portuguese Porto Pequeno, was the traditional mercantile
capital from the Pauranio age to the time of the foundation
of the town of Hugly by the Portuguese, Frederick and Fitch
both describe it as “* a reasonable faire citie for a citie of the
Moores "' and one which abounded in all things.® Every year
thirty or thirty-five ships were laden with Bengal merchandise,
and the former traveller saw eighteen ships of the Portuguese
at the port. Its decay commenced in the latter part of the
sixteenth century, owing to the silting up of the channel of
the Saraswati. Abul Fazl clearly mentions that out of the
two towns of Batgaon and Hugly, situated at a distance of a
mile from each other, the latter was the more important, and
that both of them were in the possession of the Europeans, *

These were no other than the Portuguese outlaws who had

*‘Bnrhou.ﬂp. 181; Varthems, p. 210: “ One of the best that I had
hitherto seen,
Pyrard, 1,

2 Linschoten, pp, 92-7; 3334,
. H&mllhlﬁ:ﬂ“hiﬂ?ﬂrbw’mhmmﬁm

* Aln-LAkbari, T1, p, 195,
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no forts, nor any government, nor policy as at Goa, but*

“lived in a manner like wild men, and untamed horses, ™1
They did much mischicf by their piracies, living in no
forme of subjection to God or man.”*
The principal exports of Bengal were its piece-goods of
" various sorts, named Sarapuras, Cassas, Comsas, Beatillins,
Satopassas, and a thousand such-like names." These were very
fine and much esteemed in India. They were not only carried
all over India and the East, but also into Portugal and
other countries of Europe. Fine and flowered tussar? stuffs
were another speciality of Bengal, Butter, rice, ‘wheat, opium,
saltpetre, raw silk, ginger, lac, cotton, long pepper, borax,
musk, agate, civet,® elephants, furniture, and large quantitics
of black and red pottery, like the finest and most delicate
terre sigillee, fruits and scented oils, sugar® and rattan—these
, might be named as the chief commodities which were im-
ported from the province. The leather? industry was no less
remarkable. The last, but by no means the least, articles of
export were the slaves and eunuchs of Bengal, According to
the testimony of Barbosa, sunuchs were sold as merchandise
for 20 or 30 ducats each to the Persians, who valued them

Herba doths were so decorsted with * flowers, branches, and personages

ﬂ.titmﬂ'ﬂndm-inltulu.lndthﬂymmliml done with cunning
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schoten, P
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much as guards to their wives and houses. Both Linschoten
and Pyrard have given detailed accounts of the existence of
slavery in Bengal.?

Gold and diamonds,? though probably not exported, were
found in small quantities in the country.

In exchange for its cheap and abundant exports, Bengal
received all sorts of spices, ivory, ebony, and many other sorts
of fine wood for the making of house furniture : cowries, tin,
copper, spelter, salt, sandal, radix china, rhubarb, porcelain,
but above all, every sort of coined money. Need we say that
Bengal was annually enriched with a large influx of gold and
silver, brought for the purchase of its much-needed produce
and manufactures ? It yielded the palm to none in the
excellence of its extremely fine and delicate fabrics, coloured
a8 well as white. From the days of Chandergupta Mauriya?
(fourth century B.c.) to the end of the eighteenth century,
the textile industry was the mainstay of Bengal as of all
India. Pyrard outdoes Linschoten in his praise of Bengal
picce-goods. ** Some of these cottons and silks are so fine that
it is difficult to say whether a person so attired be clothed or
nude."

The finest musling of Bengal were known to the ancient
Greeks, from whom they received the name of Gangitiki,
indicating that they were made on the borders of the Ganges.
They were known to the world by many picturesque names, as
" flowing water,” “ morning dew,” ** waven air,” and the like.
This wonderful superiority continued for more than two
millenninms, and made Bengal  sink of silver and gold.

The Near East. Pussing from Bengal along the coast, we
see many small kingdoms, like those of Arracan, Martaban,

! Barbosa, p, 180; Varthema, p, 268; Linschoten, B; Pyrard, 1, p, 332,

"I'hnmluni:rnsl' wtﬁuﬁm-ﬁﬁuﬁm&d-huhundﬁlbd
by the native historian w Mwumn-hhdﬂﬂhdhhtpﬂi.

* Cf. Kautityn. Of cotion fabrics, thoss of ura (scuthern coast
of Coromandel), of Aparanta (Concan), western parts of {Orisss
and Northern anmmd-l],utm{inmm}.d? (Bengal), of
Vatsa (Kausambi, near Caliout), snd Huhhhﬂl-mm}.mlh
best (p. 4
L, 1, p.320; of. Barboea, p, 95,
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Tenasserim, Pegu, 8iam, Camboja, and Cochin China.1 With
all of them India had direct commercial relations. All thess
territories can be treated in one group. They yielded, as they
do even now, large quantities of fragrant wood, as aloes wood,
benzoin,® and the “costly sweet wood called calamba
(Lignum aloes), which being good was weighed against silver
andgold.” Sapanwood, rhubarb, radix china, musk; camphor,
lac, ivory, tin, spelter, long pepper, elephants, and glazed
earthenware were the chief articles of export. The maost
valuable contribution to the markets of India was in gold,
silver, rubies,® sapphires, spinels, some diamonds and
emeralds, and bezoar stones which were very costly, being
antidotes to poison. Cochin China was, moreover, noted for
its great quantities of raw silk, silk-stuffs, marble, fine skins,
and many other commodities that (hina proper produced.

These countries took in payment of their valuable goods a
few Europe-manufactured articles through the Portuguese,
but mainly white and coloured piece-goods from Bengal,
Coromandel, and Gujerat : various silk-stuffs made in India,
Cambay drugs, pearls, Malabar pepper, rose-water, lead,
iron, steel, copper, vermilion, and quicksilver. Spices and
chinaware were brought from the port of Malacca, Frederick
says that one ship sailed in September from St. Thomé with
‘whitcmﬂpnintedmttnmandagreatutumufreﬂynm,
while another ship from Bengal laden with fine cotton cloth
of all sorts arrived at the departure of the St. Thomé ship.
A small bale of cloth cost a thousand or two thousand ducats.
Many small vessels from Malacea and ships from Mecca laden
with woollens used to visit these kingdoms every year.

The Spice Islands, lying to the south-east of India, next
claim our attention. The Moluccas, Java, Sumatra, and
Barneo have been famous for their spices, gold, and other

! For general descri of the products of thess countries, see Lin-
schoten, I, pp. 97-104 ; C. Frederick, p. 125; Balbi, p, 157 ; Barbosa, p. 154,
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valusble products since the days of Rama, and later on of
Ptolemy. All of them were extended limbs of India, on
account of the settlements of the Indians and the great
traffic carried on between them and the mainland, The wave
of Moslem dominance swept away the ancient Indian civilisa-
tion, yet the economic connection was not severed. The
Portuguese controlled the major part of the traffic by holding
the fortified vity of Malacea, the great centre of Indo-Chinese
trade. Varthema asserts that more ships arrived here than
i any other city in the world.! It continued in its pros-
perity all through the sixteenth century under Portuguese
rule, so that Camoens has rightly styled it the Home of
Opulence.? In the beginning of the seventeenth century
Pyrard attests to its greatness hy remarking that it was the
richest and busiest in all the Indies, after Goa and Ormus,
owing to the great cargoes from Japan, Chins, Indis, the
Moluccas, and other adjacent islands.? All ships between
Gioa and Japan had to pay their dues there. Tt was a great
market for eotton-stuffs, Cambay drugs, Malabar pepper,
Bengal saileloth, sugar, salt, opium, beads, and leather
articles from various parts of India. China porcelain, Japan
curiosities, Persian tapestries, Enropean woollens and metals
were in great demand,

The Clove Islands of the Moluceas consisted of o group of
well-known islands, Ternate, Tidore, Mortir, Bachian, and
Makian. They had such a marvellous quantity of cloves
that the whole world was supplied therewith by them. They
also exported camphor, gold, tin, ivary, rattan, rosin, amber,
benzoin, and paradise-birds, 4

Thuindepandentkingdomufmlyiﬂdndmuthar
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products but nutmegs, mace, and paradise-birds. The first
two grew so luxuriantly that all the countries were supplied
by them. They grew nowhere else.

The island of Java has been traditionally famous for its
gold and silver mines. It has been called the island of gold
and silver since the days of the Ramdyana, although it has no
such mines init ; only the adjacent island of Sumatra deserves
this name, Tt has a great wealth of cereals, for which it was
called the ** Island of Barley " by the Hindus. It yielded all
sorts of spices, as nutmegs, cloves, mace, pepper, better than
that of Malabar, but in small quantity ; ginger, bamboos,
frankincense, though not so good as that of Siam and Malacea,
black benzoin, camphor, and precious stones like diamonds,
emeralds, jasper, sapphire, agate, carbuncle, and bezoar.
The Portuguese had not much traffic here hecause the people
themselves carried their commodities to the various con-
tiguous ports. The goods desired by the Javanese were all
sorts of white and coloured linen from Coromandel, Bengal,
and Cambay, rials, Spanish dollars, porcelain, woollen and
silk stuffs, China and Japan curiosities, opium, amber, coral,
and European commodities like broadeloth, iron, lead,
vermilion, ete. According to the testimony of Pyrard, many
Chinese were settled in the town of Bantam® carrying on an
extensive trade. Ewery year in the month of January came
nine or ten great ships from China laden with all kinds of
merchandise from that country.? The town was also thronged
with Indians, Arabs, and Christians. Evidently a great trade
existed between Bantam and many of the Indian ports.

Sumatra, the * Golden Chersonese,” was the nearest place
for the supply of gold in India. It was probably known as
the Land of Ophir in ancient days. There was a direct trade
with it from India for gold, silver, brass, copper, iron, precious
stones, pepper, camphor, camphor oil, benzoin, sulphur, sapan
wood, tortoise-shell, brimstone, naphtha, amber of various

* LimchotentT,p. 116 Saris, bobns
' Lp 114; I, p. 163 ; Hakl, p, 216; Bar
p. 198 ; Voyages under the .‘B.Lﬂorpp.lu-m. v
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colours, wax, dragon’s blood, rattan, cagle wood, divers
drugs, a great store of silk, though not so good as that of
China, and paradise-hirds, Pepper, however, was the
prinv_ipu] product in Sumnatra, whence the Arabs and Indians
and latterly the Dutch supplied themselves with it. Tt was
bigger and heavier than that of Malabar and hence more prized
by Indisns. Pyrard says that thirty ships could be laden in
one year with it,1

The great island of Borneo liad abundance of gold dust
and bars, and the best of diamonds. The realm of Suc-
cadana yielded pepper in great quantity, as also cloves
and nutmegs. Tt likewise produced very fine white and
round pearls; abundant camphor, better than that of
China ; dragon's blood, bamboos, calamba, and angelica :
iron, copper, and tin; bezoar, ape-stone, and goat’s stone :
wax, honey, and rice, 2

From Borneo we pass on to tlie Philippine Islands or the
Manillas, which were the important céntre of Asiatic and
American trade of those days. The Spaniards of Mexivo, New
Spain, and Peru came there by way of the South Seas to supply
themselves with Chinese and Indian commodities. As this
direct relation had seriously reduced the Spanish-American
trade, bullion imports into Spain and the royal customs, the
King of Spain made several restrictions to discourage the
direct Manilla-American commerce? For instance, trade
with New Spain was prohibited to soldiers resident in the
Philippines, and a law was made limiting the bullion export
from Mexico to Manilla to only 500,000 dollars per annum.
Yet more money found its way to the Manillas by clandestine
'means. The greater part of this trade was with China whence

! Camosns, p. 134; of. John Davis on the nce of Sumatra, 1509, in
Purchzs, IT, pp?ﬂl?—lﬂ; also Sir Franeis » ibid., i 146 ; Linschoten,
p- 108; Pyrand, I1, p. 157; Dutch VD}'lMp'p.lH—&

’mpmzmm.pm;Uum{I,p,ml;Bumtian..
i P Iﬂmoi'&mwpw India " (Lin., T1, p. 118). T
= 0 wares in Incia * « 11, p- 118). Tt
mmnm tin and soma of it even more. It was much in
demand all over (Barboss, p. 203 ; Dutch Voynges, p. 2181 1
! Of. great stores of EL is0, calicors, and spioes In the town
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from thirty to forty large ships laden with Chinese mer-
chandise usually came to Manilla every year. A few ahips
full of Japanese and Portuguese merchandise also came from
Japan. Then some Portuguese ships went from Malacea
laden with spices, Indian and Persian goods, more particularly
Indian cloths, and returned laden with civet, tortoise-shell,
gold and Spanish money, The value of Manilla trade, based
on the returns of customs as given in the memorable work of
De Morga (1609), is as below :—

Valuo of Trade.
Duties collected on Chinese goods at 3 per cent amounted
$o40000 dollar . . . .+ 1,333,333 dollars.
Duties collected on to New Spain at 2 per cent
smounted to 20 dollars . . ' . WL
Dutiss collected on and goods from New Spain
amounted to 25,000 dollars . . - . «  LADD 000

From the foregoing figures it will be clear that the value of
Indian exports to New Spain through the Manillas was not
appreciable ; it was very likely below 100,000 dollars.

The Celestial Empire was culturally and commercially con-
nected with India from the remotest antiquity. Chinese
diaphanous silks were appreciated in Indis even as early as
1000 B.c.! There was also a great demand for Chinese
porcelain, at least after the advent of Moslems in India, if
not earlier. The great port of Randir, near Surat, was the
most important centre of trade with Chins and Malacea in
the begmning of the sixteenth century. The Chinese com-
modities “* were conecentrated there in greater perfection than
in any other place soever.” Every merchant had many glass
shelves ** filled with fair and rich porcelain of new styles " in
his house for decorative purposes.? Akbar alone at his
death left more than two million and a half rupees’ worth of
most elegant vessels of every kind in poreelain and coloured

F;mem;mrmm.m;mmmamnu
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glass in his treasury.! Much of the Randir trade was trans-
ferred to Goa and Surat during the Portuguese domination.
The great realm of China annually sent its junks to Malacea
and India laden with good stores of raw silk, various sorts of
stufls, damasks of all colours, satins of several kinds, und all
sorts of embroidery work: rhubarh, sugar, ginger, china
root, civet, musk, amber, and wax; porcelain, gold, gold-
leaf and wire ; steel, copper, quicksilver, tin, lead, and iron
pans ; flax, cotton, saltpetre, calin or spelter which was
much esteemed all over Asia; likewise all sorts of varnished
work, mother-of-pearl and tortoise-shell ;  china-beer,
and @ great quantity of confectionery. Rubies, sapphires,
and some other precious stones, too, were carried ont.
There were also exported many pretty gilded things, such
a8 very rich chests and trays of gilt wood ornamented with
a thousand pretty designs, cabinets made in the German
fashion, salt dishes, fans, and delicate works of ingenious
men.®

China commonly received through the Portuguese, Japan
silver, Spanish dollars, silver bullion Portuguese and
Indian wines ; woollens and velvets ; Malabar pepper and
Sumatra spices ; all kinds of crystal and glasswares ; drugs
from Cambay, sandal, ambergris, olive oil, benzoin, frank-
incense, rattun, opium, wormwood, saffron, vermilion,
coral (wrought and unwrought): fine stuffs from Cambay,
Calicut and Bengal ; pearls, rubies, dismonds, and sll other
sorts of precious gems ;  precious stones cut and set in rings,
chains, carkanets, tokens, ear-pendants, and bracelets " ; and
in general, all sorts of luxurious articles, which found a
very good market there.

The Chinese trade, like that of Malacea, Mozambique and
Ormus, was reserved for the ships of the King of Spain. No
Portuguese could trade thither, except some grandee on
wknmmuonfarmdthupriﬁlegeufmlkingnmtnding

:mu Java and Surat, p. 217); Vincent's Akbar, p. 412,

175 Iﬂﬂml} 126-31 ; Bousa, 1I, p 452;
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voyage with one, two, or more vessels. In these ships there
always went many private merchants for trade by paying
freight to the owner of the ships and the royal dues at different
ports, The whole voyage between Goa and Japan took full
three years in those days, and yet it was most profitable,
We are informed by Sir Thomas Roe (A.p. 1616) and others
that China commodities were as dear in India as they were
in England.® The port of Macao alone was then open to
the Portuguese on the extensive coast of China, and hence
there must have been an extraordinary concourse of people
in that town at the arrival of the Portuguese ships. Besides
this restricted trade, numerous Chinese junks plied between
China, Malaces, and other parts. China was then, as it is
to-day, the greatest sink of silver. Pyrard estimated that
silver worth more than seven million pounds was imported
mto China every year from Europe, Japan, the West Indies,
Peru, Mexico, anfl Chili. This amount, together with the
merchandise carried thither, implies a considerable amount
of exports from that territory. The ships returning from
China were laden with valuable cargoes, being sometimes
worth more than £2,000,000.*

Ilﬂ.'lll. Lastly, we go to the extreme Orient, or the ** Land
of the Rising Sun.” It had not yet awakened from its slumber
of ages, had then very few arts and depended upon China and
India for the satisfaction of its wants. It consumed almost
the same imports s China, with the exception of the great
stores of Chinese silk-stuffs which were carried thither by the
Portuguese. The returning ships were laden with great stores
of silver and gold, some curiosities, hemp, some kind of blue
dye as good a8 indigo, gold, rice, and some sort of varnish.
Nagasaki and a few other ports were open to the Portuguese.
The Japanese trade formed part of the Chinese adventure,

for twice ns much weight in silver; for the ha mmz
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but immense profits were made on account of the monopoly
and the returns in silver.!

This completes our survey of the whole Oriental trade and
of the exact part which India played in the beginning of the
seventeenth century in the commercial life of the East and
the West. It will be hardly an exaggeration to say that
India was the respiratory organ for the circulation and
distribution of the moneys and commodities of the com-
mereial system of the world ; it was the sea wherein all the
rivers of trade and industry flowed, and thus profusely en-
riched its inhabitants.

Liberty of Conscience

Now there are a few general features which deserve our
attention. At the threshold of our period we find peaples of
various pations and religions from Africa to China living in the
greatest freedom in the busy seaports and inland towns of
India. Liberty of conscience, supreme tolerance, free exercise
of divers religions, amicable and peaceful relations among
this heterogencous population, scrupulous protection of
property and person, little state interference in commercial
concerns, much delegation of powers in adjusting mutual
differences, and, above all, light customs duties have been
enthusiastically described by our great travellers,

All these admirable features stand in astounding con-
trast to the disgraceful restriction of religious freedom at
Goa and Cochin, and the abominable system of inquisition
and high duties prevalent in Portuguese towns.?

! Linschoten, I, pp.
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India—the Sink of Precious Metals
India stands out prominently as the cradle of numerous
urts and handicrafts at that time as it had been from the

remotest antiquity, Even before the days of Solomon and
Hiram, merchants of other nations came to her busy ports
to supply themselves with her products and manufactures,
Strabo, Niarchus, Ptolemy, Megasthenes, Polo, Conti, Nikitin,
and a host of other travellers have borne testimony to her
commercial greatness. In spinning, weaving, and dyeing,
India excelled all other nations of the world, and this
mdustrial supremacy continued wellnigh up to the end of the
eighteenth century. No less was she supreme in many fine
arts. It was in her marts that the produce of Africa, Western
Asia, the Southern Islands, and countries of the Far East was
collected for further distribution to the East or the West.
In ancient times Pliny complained of the luxury of his country-
men and the continual drain of gold into India. But Rome
does not present a solitary instance, Almost every nation on
earth obtained to a very large extent its supplies of fine
cotton and silk fabrics, Malabar spices, indigo, sugar, drugs,
Pprecious stones, and many curious works of art, spices of
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then the Moguls stampe (which is his name and title in Persian
letters) put upon it. This coyen is more pure than any I know
made of perfect silver without any allay, so that in the Spanish
Riall (the purest money of Europe) there is some losse,1

High Standard of Living. Living was then very cheap
throughout India. All sorts of foodstuffs, clothing, and other
articles were so extremely cheap throughout the Oriental
world, but especially in India, in spite of its exceptional opu-
lence and great manufacturing and commercial activities, that
the peaple could comfortably live on & small income. Thomas
Coryat spent only fifty shillings during his journey of ten
months from Aleppo to Candahar, so that he spent only
twopence a day ! Terry remarks that all provisions were so
plentiful throughout India that everyone there “ may eat
bread without scarceness,” In Vijyanagar,® the biggest and
richest city of the world, all things were incredibly cheap.
8o were they in Tatta, Diu, Cambay, Surat, Ahmadabad, and
throughout Bengal. The upper classes, consisting of the
military, nobility, landlords, merchants, bankers, jewellers,
ete., lived in great luxury; others had varying fortunes in
different parts of the vast continent of Indis. The people of
Bengal, Vijyanagar, Goleondah, Bijapur, Gujerat, and the
Punjab were very well off. The descriptions of the dress and
ornaments and perfumes used by the people of Gujerat,
Vijyanagar, and Malsbar as given by Barbosa, Nikitin,
Nuniz, Linschoten, Pyrard, Terry, and Valle are monu-
mental evidence of the great plenty, prosperity, comfort, and
culture of the Indians of those days. ** This race is a people
of great culture, accustomed to good clothing, leading a
luxurious life, given to pleasure and vice. They feed well,
and their custom is always to wash and anoint themselves
with sweet-smelling unguents. They always, men and
women alike, wear in their hair jasmine flowers, or others
which grow there.” This description of Barbosa is fully

! Purchas, E. 8, IX ; mmdmihrmmtdﬂnrﬂmﬁm
E.P"Fus&nn‘
Paes, in # Forgotten Empire, pp. 267-8,
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confirmed in the writings of Pyrard, Linschoten, and others,
With all this opulence and luxury, there was undoubtedly a
great deal of poverty. There is incontestable evidence that
the lower strata of society consisting of the tillers of the goil,
lsbourers, and mechanics lived very miserably, In many
parts of Bind, Malabar, and even Gujerat, both men and
Women wore scanty clothing and lived in straw huts. That
they were treated like helots is the observance of many
reliable travellers. It was these people who used to sell them-
selves and their children as slaves in times of scarcity in
- Gujerat, Bengal, and throughout the Decean.!

Slavery. Another prominent feature of the economic life of
the people is a great amount of slaye trade being carried on be-
tween the various parts of India and between India and other
Asiatic countries, That large numbers of slaves and eunuchs
were annually exported from Bengal to the various parts of
India and the Moslem world has already been referred to.?

For the Coromandel coast, the evidence of Barbosa will
suffice, and this is amply confirmed by later writers. * Al-
though this country is very abundantly provided,” writes
he, “ yet if it should happen any year not to rain, it falls
nto such & state of famine that many die of it, and some sell
their own children for a few Provisions, or for two or three
fanoes, each of which will be worth thirty-six maravedis. And
i these times, the Malabars return with their ships laden with
#laves.” As for the slaves of Goa, we are informed by Pyrard®
that their number was infinite ; that they came from the
I‘I'%'if‘; nm,-;: and that a very great traffic was done in them,

Were also exported to Portugal, and to all places under
the Portuguese dominion. In Surat, * too, they were numerous,
and so all over the Malabar coast.
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auctions at Goa in their works. The former writes that
“they drive the slaves as we do horses here, and you see
the sellers come with great troops following.” Linschoten?
Bays that “they were sold daily as beasts are sold with us,”
Among the slaves were pretty and elegant girls and women
from all parts of India, most of whom, it is strange to say,
were very cultured ladies. All slaves were very cheap, the
dearest not being worth more than 20 or 30 pardaos at Goa,
or taking the pardao-at 4s. 2d. to 4s. 6d., £4 10s. or £6 15s.
only.* Some Portuguese, by keeping 12, 20, or 30 male and
female slaves, made a living by their Iabour and nefarious
doings.* Many of these unhappy beings had been kidnapped
a5 children, while others were prisoners of war taken by the
Portuguese and not allowed to be ransomed in any case.t
Many of them were, however, captured and sold by the
Indians themselves. Linschoten has a strongly condemnatory
verdict on the Indian polity of his day as being responsible
for the existence and continuance of slavery. In his opinion,
the cause of bringing so many slaves and captives of all
nations to sell in Goa was that at every ten or twenty miles,
ornﬂ:crinewryvﬂlngeormwm,thmmampunmking
snd ruler of the people, “one of them not like another,
neither in law, speech, nor manners, whereby most part of
them are in wars, ane against the other, and those that on
both sides are taken prisoners, they keep for slaves, and so
sell each other like beasts.” Moreover, in times of famine
parents sold their children of eight or ten years for five or
gix measures of rice, and some for three or four ducats each,
Even whole families came to offer themselves as slaves.
The Portuguese made s living by buying and selling them,
as they did with other wares.

Besides Pyrard and Linschoten, other travellers, too,
noticed this awful practice of the Indians of selling them-
ulmmdthnh-n]ﬁldmnintimasoiacnmity. Cemsar
Frederick saw the sale of children for eight or ten larins

L 185, uzmq, 66-6.  * Linschoten, T, p. 186,
I'P"Ppud,l pp.a%r,['#? *Ihnhwu,l.p.mp
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each, which meant ten to thirteen shillings only.? Lastly,
it has been seen in a Previous section that there was g
very large amount of trade in the slaves of Mozambique,
Ethiopia, Abyssinia, Arabis, ete., in Goa and other places,?
Need we remark that slavery was not a newly introduced or
n exotic institution, but had been in existence in India
from time immemorial 12

Customs and Transit Dues

@ Acconding to Abul Fazl, the port duties throughout the
extensive empire of Akbar did not exceed 2§ per cent. Itis

by Mr. Finch in 1609, who states that the duties

at Surat were 2 per cent on coinage, 2§ on goods, and 3 per

cent on provisions.* Although there are some complaints

of perquisites, ¥eton the whole the administration of customs

was very lenient and encouraging for the merchants. The

ment of internal commerce Jahangir issued proclamations
in the very first year of his reign, abolishing the collection of
duties arising from Tumgha® and Meer Bahry, together with
taxes of every description, which the landholders, throughout
the empire, had been used to levy for their private benefit,
It was also ordered that no person should open any packages
of ise on the road without the express permission
of the proprietors, It is evident that no transit duties were
by the Mogul, and the port duties, too, were light.?
The low duties (2% per cent on sold, but no duties on
unsold goods) and the excellent management of the customs
! C. Frederick in Purehas, |, 5 X, p o,
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department at Calicut have elicited the admiration of all
travellers. But the same could not be said of the premier
state of Goleondsh, or of ather states on the Coromandel
coast.! There were numerous charges which must have
depressed industry, and then their collection very much
depended upon the personalities of the revenue officers and
the farmers of customs. Yet it is perfectly certain that
princes showed an unusual anxiety in encouraging foreign
merchants to trade in their country even at the sacrifice of
state revenue for the welfare of their subjects, and took
immediate steps to check abuses brought to their notice.

Exports from Portugal
The chief articles of export® by private merchants were
silver, jewels, woollen cloths and hats, swords, all manner of

¥ An ides of the varioos duties oollected from merchants, and from
which the Dutoh were exempted, can be had from the following lsg +—

(A} Duties on hired lnboursrs,

Duties on boat-hire,
Road duties.
Tolls or other duties on all provisions for home consumption
Duties i
on @ m
{&lmumm&gmmm+
Fm:lanimlnmdﬂhnrpn&uhlﬁuwhumhhﬁ
ﬂihﬂmng‘hnwhllthqmﬂfwinmmﬂht

(Mack M8, 20, 1, p, 138),

(B) An in of dutiea collected ut Palicot which wers farmed

Tjap of the pagodas or oash,

Toncon on arrack.

Duty on looms, saltpans, cultivated lands, Nely (Paddy), Bazar,
hrokerage.

Small toncon,
l'mh-ndsllthtm;rhminnlhmlmmlhu-.
Duty on the Saye. Tonoon in the town.
Daty on fish and All kinds of presents,
goods on the inkabitants,
on all eloths made (ibid., p. 8),
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arms and ammunitions of war, or the material for making the
same, musical instruments as trumpets, ete., pictures, !
ouriosities, tobaceo, all kinds of ironware. glass® and mirrors,
iron, lead, vermilion, coral, all sorts of dried fruits, salt, fish,
wines, cheese, oil, olives, vinegar, printed books, and a host
of other articles. All these goods were in greal demand and
therefore brought a “ profit of four for one, the provisions bring
as much as siz and seven to one.’ Tt appears that the pro-
visions were for the use of the Portuguese settled in the East,
the imported money was invested in buying Indian goods at
various centres, while jewels were carried to the Court, Agra,
and Brahmpur, and the proceeds were employed in indigo
and cloths.

! We learn from the Ain-i-Akbari that European poinfing was far
superior to semlndhn and that groat im J'j:mm:.ll ware made in t:lllr latter
on account encourngement given bar, * The wonderfull works
of the European p.inl;-‘::o I:ga ltm w:ﬁbu-ida hmeil'mrﬁu 8

court of ~ At that ti il
ey e e

* Their Surpass our conceptions of
m.mhm'mmqunmm (Vol. I, p. 107},
= of gl windows the
Iudhuudnphubdk{wrnn,mdmhnmtummmmbuuulmﬂj
3 i Fryer, p. 251). But we read of glas for

. 334, o being 1 rupee for 1§ soer, or

ﬂ&m The accomnt of Terry wmﬁ-‘:.d ong to the conclosion that
hmdmb&thumnuufghuminlu d mirrors were

moch admired in those da Even as Into s ot lhummll of the tdghte::z

century, Bartholomeo that the most valuable t that conld be
mnlllhhrjndﬁwmu:ﬁ-mirpr:r:w.ml

sasertiona of Pyrard hjmmmt-nmmmm.
m%wm“qmm%m.mmmmmﬂm
chants m'ﬂ, 195). 4 oar mariners even used to carry
ruhndmagh t by their berths for 300 erusados—or
5,000 sols or £45 each (40 sols— | =44 6.} Everyone who came
ultdh?lﬂ &%ﬂﬂﬁhﬁmﬁ; ﬁmﬁmﬂmm. Thnrhd:

o ey e & mying that the first voyage was only to see. ohs g
to loarn, and the third ﬂm;ﬂnﬂmﬁm‘m

H
:
Ik
:
H
!
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If twice this sum be supposed to be exported on private account
for investment in valuable commodities like precious stones,
jewels, spices, cloth, indigo, drugs, silks, saltpetre, copper,
ete., which will really be an underestimate, then 150,000
crowns were sent out of Portugal on each ship. We find
that 103 carracks sailed out to the East from 1580 to 1610,
and 186 ships went out from 1380 to 1612, giving us an
average of more than 5 ships per annum.! Therefore, at
least 750,000 erowns can be taken as the average per annum of
the export of bullion to the East Indies. This export of silver
was very profitable to those who carried it out to the Indies,
because it realised in India one-third above its value in Portugal.

Imports into Portugal and Spain. At the end of the sixteenth
century the principal articles of import were pepper, spices,
indigo, and cloth. The sale of pepper in Europe was mongpo-
lised by the King of Spain, while spices had been farmed out
to a company established for the purpose. Since 1588, indigo
had also been farmed out, so that no Portuguese could buy
it in India for export into Europe or carry it into Portugal.

Linschoten® informs us that five ships laden with pepper
used to go to Portugal every year. Each of these ships
usually carried 8,000 quintals or 1,024,000 Ibs. of pepper, so
that the annual importation of this article amounted to
40,000 quintals. On the other hand, Fonseca states that
20,000 quintals, costing £100,833, were yearly conveyed to
Lisbon towards the close of the sixteenth century, a quintal

Ships that Balance to
Eﬂ. Stayed in be mevounted  Returped
! Period. Portugal. _  Indin. for. sfely,
HIT=-1570 B20 254 Bk 325
L580-1612 156 i1 157 104
Whereas in the first % per cont of the ships, in the scoond only

63 por cont returned ¥ to Portugal (Whiteway's ** Rise of the Portu-

p. 42}
# Pyrprd, 11, [lg: 213, 273; I, pp. 433-8; Linschoten, I1, pp. 200-2
S ol 1 at 12 dica uintal to the
WAR L1 7] quinta
brthﬂ?n?-my.mpirnmmmmhmhmuﬂw
the of 3} quintals. According to this statement the price

pepper
wﬂlﬂ.wmhﬂmh

%
£
3
E
3
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being purchased at the rate of 10s. 1d., and that 10,000
quintals of spices were annually imported, from which a
profit of about £45000 acerued to the farmers. The other
goods imported into the country are said to have yielded
a profit of £130,000 at the rate of at least 30 per cent of their
gross cost. On this basis the average annual value of these
other imports was £500,000 only. Every year ships laden
with cloth, indigo, and drugs sailed from Goa in the month
of November to the coast of Malabar to receive their lading
of pepper and other spices. They touched at several im-
portant Portuguese ports like Onore, Barcelor, Mangalor,
Cannanore, Cochin, Cranganore, Quilon, ete. Having collected
spices at these places, they left for Portugal in the months of
January and February. Sometimes local ships were sent
from Goa to collect pepper and spices on the Malabar coast,
and the lading was transferred at Goa to the carracks bound

We cannot exactly know the value and volume of Indo-
Portuguese trade, but its vague immensity has well been
summed up by Mr. Wylde. “ Those rich trades of India,
Persia, Arabis, China, and Japan did never appear in their
true lustre and splendour, so much as in the time of the
Portugals who had the sole command of those trades in their
own hands, before either we or the Duteh had made any
discovery thereof, when they had every year at least two millions
of pounds returned home on Register, besides pearls, diamonds
and other precious stones.”

The volume of the sea-borne European trade at the close
of thn_ sixteenth century was very likely 10,500 tons for the
outgoing! carracks and 5,600 tons for the ships that arrived
safelyin Portugal,® but 9,000 tons for those which sailed from
the Indies for the West.? At the highest it could not be more

_;“I:ll % eft Portogal from 1680 t0 1612, therefore the anniual tonnage
‘lﬂﬂn‘uhmliﬂdmth == (M ¢ 16005 32,
uhu. mdip-m-mr- to the M’"’"’:m'{':’“‘“'ﬁ

hm lll_i'poh'ﬂaﬂhfﬁul,nlhltth
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than 20,000 tons both ways. This sinks into insignificance
when compared with the gigantic amounts of to-day, but for
those days it represented a large traffic.

Mr. Mun in 1620 stated that before the opening up of the
sea-borne trade of England with India, £600,000 PEr Annum
was sent from Europe through Mocha to India for calicoes,
drugs, sugar, rice, tobaceo and other things, and thst £500,000
was paid for Persian raw silk through Aleppo and Constanti-
nople. He does not give any estimate of the Aleppo-Ormus
trade, which was the only means of distributing Indian and
European commodities over Persin, Turkey, Turkestan,
Russia and many other countries of Europe. From what has
already been said of the Aleppo and Persian trades, it is clear
that large amounts of precious metals must have found their
way to India through Ormus. Asthe Indian ships carried back
large cargoes of valuable commodities like pearls, Persian silks,
silk, woollens, carpets, horses, ete., fram Ormus, it is likely
that no more than £600,000 in gold and silver, including the
silver exported from Persia, was usually brought back to
Indian ports. Thus, about 1,200,000 pounds’ worth of gold
and silver was imported from Europe into India through the
two most important channels of her maritime commerce.

Having now completed our survey from the Cape of Good
Hope to Japan, of the character and extent of the sea-borne
trade between India and Europe, we proceed to study the
part played by the Portuguese in restraining and en-
couraging the maritime activities of India in those days.

Portuguese Restraints on Asiatic Trade. It has been seen
that the pepper, spices and indigo trades were monopolised,
that the importation of Malabar ginger and cinnamon into
Spain and Portugal was prohibited, and that the right to
trade with Mozambique, Ormus, Philippines, China and
Japan was farmed out to several captains and grandees for
a period of three years at every such grant. Asistie! merchants
were, moreover, prohibited from carrying steel, iron, lead,
tobacco, ginger, cinnamon of Ceylon and several other things

* L 0. Portuguese Hecords, Doc, Rem., doc. B
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from port to port for sale, The subjects of the King of
Portugal were at complete liberty to import into Europe sny
and every article, except those five above-mentioned com-
modities from the Indies, while private merchants were
allowed to go on board the ships bound for Mozambique, ete.,
by paying freight and several other dues to the owners of the
ships. The commerce at Goa, Malacca and Ormus was also
restricted to a certain extent. The King and his licencees had
the right of pre-emption in these places, so that only when all
the ships belonging to the King or his nominees had laden their
goods, were other merchants allowed to make their purchases.!
In the homeward-bound ships space was reserved for the goods
of merchants and mariners who paid no other freight but
30 per cent duty at Lisbon. The crews of all the Portuguese
ships in India were also allowed private trade. According =
to Fonseca, the latter had increased to such proportions that

separate fleets composed of several ships were successively

sailing to various parts in search of merchandise on private
account, One of these fleets is related to have consisted of
240 merchantmen. There is evidence that the monopoly |
enjoyed by the Portuguese captains and grandees was, at the
end of the sixteenth century, working to the prejudice of trade

in general. There are many such complaints in the despatches

from Portugal to India.

It has also been mentioned that no Asiatics except the
subjects of the allied princes could stir out of their ports
without obtaining passports from the Portuguese. Those who
defied these sovereigns of the seas did it at the peril of their
persons, ships and goods. The Malabars, Arabs and the
Gujerats did sometimes steal out without permits, but they
were always liable to be eaptured by the Portuguese ships.
Within these restrictions all encouragement was given to
Indian and other Asiatic merchants to resort to various ports
with their goods, and Portuguese floets were on the sea to

' Doc. 58 relates in detail the varions oppressions itted by the
Captain of tho South i thetrads of Malacca, aod ho be cuueed the depope-
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defend them against the depredations of the Malabars and
other pirates, and to convoy them to their destination. Large
tleets for the security of the sea in Indin and Europe were a
permanent feature of the political organisation of the Portu-
guese. They equipped two armadas at Goa, one of which,
called Armada del Nord, went as far as Ormus ; the other,
Armada del Sud, sailed as far as Conmrin, Each was eomposed
of fifty or sizty war galliots, without counfing the merchantmen
called Navies de Chatie, which were convoyed by Navies de
Armada to the various ports. One or two grand galleys like
those of Spain were also added to the fleet. These ships
departed in the month of October and remained on their
cruising duty for six months. Galleys were rowed by prisoners
and eonviets, hut galliots by the Canarins, natives of Salsette,
Colombo, etc. These men were called Lascars and their
captain, Moncadon (Mukaddam, headman or boatswain). The
ships of war were well armed. The groat galleys had from two
to three hundred soldiers called Lascarits, others had a hundred
each, while smaller frigates carried Sorty to fifty men-at-arms.
These men wwere permitied to trade.on their own account, while
making these voyages in the King's service,  Thus warships
should also be counted! as merchantmen.

Besides these two regular armadas, others went to Mulacca,
Sunda, Mozambigue and other places where they were required,
Viceray Meneses mentions the expenses of all these fleets in
detail. There were captains of the Carvels and high board
ships of the like burden, captains of the Royal Galleys of
twenty or twenty-five oars on one side, eaptains of the
Galliots of chase, which had twenty or twenty-eight oars on
each xide, captains of the Malubar Galliots, bearing twenty
oars on each side, captains of the Foysts and Catures of His
Majesty, then the Captain of the Indian Seas and the Chief
Captain of the Ses of Malacea.? Reliable data of the tonnage
of the various kinds of ships is available in Pyrard. The

! Pyrard, I, pp, 438-0; 11, pp. 117-18, 180, 208 ; Purchas, E 8, 1X,
PP 1734 ¢ Linnchoten, 11, pp, 168-70,
-* Portuguese Kecords, Doc. Bem., doe, (-7
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carracks varied from 1500 to 2000 tons and sometimes mare,
the gallions ranged from 700 to 800 tons, the caravels were not -
more than six or seven score tons, while some light round ships
were of about 200 tons burden each, although those stationed
i the East were usually heavier. The tonnage of all the war-
ships for the cruise of Indian waters could not have heen
less than 18,000 tons.!

To this has to be added the tonnage of about two hundred
vessels that accompanied the Southern Armads. With an
average capacity of 100 tons even, the gross tonnage of the
merchant ships comes up to 20,000 tons. No mention has
been made of the ships convoyed by the Northern Armada,

The tonnage of the other galleys, needed for the defence of
the port-towns, varied according to circumstances ; it can be ]
taken to range from 12,000 to 13,000 tons. This is really a
most modest estimate. There must have been a large number
of vessels kept for the defence of the numerous port-towns in
the possession of the Portuguese themselves and also to keep
watch on the sea that no Indian vessel stirred out of the
Indian ports without the Portuguese permit. We learn from *
Captain Sharpeigh that the * Portugalls ordinarily in the
somer lye att the Bar (of Surat) with 40 or B0 frigatts, that no

can go in or ow! without their license.” The same
temark applies to many other ports.

In other words, we are justified in concluding that the total
tonnage of the Portuguese Armadas of the Western Waters
was approximately 50,000 tons.

Vast Merchant Shipping. Another outstanding feature is
ihnmlrvuﬂumpmamnfagmtnmumtofmmnhm

* Ships. Tons each. Tons:
e B0 X 8D Frigates . 2500
L x 12 Caravels . 3250
2B x50 Yeasels . G250
6 = 1000 Gallions . G000

108 1
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shipping, all built in the various parts of the country itself.
Numerous cities like Decea, Sat gaon, Allahabad, Lahore, Tatta,
Musulipatam, Pulicat, Calicut, Surat, Bassein,! Goa, ete.,
were centres of an extensive shipbuilding industry. We have
referred to the coasting fleots of three hundred to four hundred
vessels plying between Cambay and Goa alone, and fleets of
more than 250 ships sailing from Goa to the south,® o fleet
of half that strength coming to the Coromandel coast from
the south, and to the numerous ships plying on the consts of
Orissa, Bengal and other kingdoms. The 40,000 boats on the
Indus, the flet of 180 boats from A gra to Satguon,? the Bengal
flotills of 4000 to 5000 armed boats, a fleet of 100 galliots of the
Malabars, the numerous vessels of the various ports of Indig—
all testify to the existence of hundreds of thousands of boats
und ships of all descriptions plying in the rivers and seas of
India. From an aceount of the Cambay ships by Pyrard, we
learn that they had all their own ensigns, and the livery of
their several lords on their flags, and that the merchants to
whom they were consigned recognised them from afar. They
had also war galliots for their escort.* Some of the ships
belonging to Arabia, Surat and other neighbouring ports
approached 1000 or 1200 tons burthen, though they were not

! Bamein wos to the Indies what Biscay in Spain was in Europe, for
all the vessels built far the King of Spain in the Indies wers canstructed
there (Pyrard, 1, p. 1832},

* A caravan or w fleet of two hundred and forty wail—all belonging
to the Portugnese—wan seen by Captain T, Best bound for Cambay in
1812, * Every yeare thore cometh the like tloet, all Portugals from the
Bouth coast, to wit, from Goa, Chaul, eto., to goe 1o Cambayn @ and from
thence they bring the greatest part of the lading which the Camcks and
Uallions earrie for Portugall, By which may nppoare the great Trade that
the Fortugals have in these parts " (IV, PP 125, 148}, Valle accompanied
one sich Heot of 200 ships fn 1623 {Valle, I, p. 143).

* B, Fitch mtoﬂnipnninmmm with one wuch fleet.” The boats
wore laden with salt, opium, hinge, carpets, and divers other com.
modities {Purchas, E, 5., + P 178}, Fourdain spoaks of these boata ns * great
barges of four and five hunddred fonna a-piece.  The merchants have their
mmtuphuwm‘uhlm Thess harges are very large and
broad and very well according to the manner,”

! Gladwin's History of Himdustan, I, P24 Frederlok deseribes other

called Bazurs and Potuns, "Th;:ymnntunn-l‘hﬂht.wu
aa ever, [ hiave seen any ™ {Purc -8, X p 103); o the ™ Perivose ™
boate of 24 or 26 ours and of groat ,desceibed by Fitch (bid., p. 163)

. 7681
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80 good and strong as the Portuguese carracks whose tonnage
varied ordinarily from 1500 to 2000 tons, and sometimes even
more., We also learn from Terry that the ships which usually
went from Surat to Mocha were of " un exceeding great
burthen. Some of them at the least 1400 or 1600 tons, but
they were ill-built, and though they had good ordnance counld
not defend themselves. One of these ships had on board
srventeen hundred passengers.”
Walter Payton (1615) observes that the Gujerats loaded
their great ships of nine, twelve or fifteen hundred tons at
Gogo, and stole omt unknown to the Porfuguese.® When we
recall to mind the fact that the erews of all the ships, whether
Portuguese or Indian, were Abyssinians, Arabians and
Indians, but mostly Malabars, who were the best soldiers as
well as the best sailors, we can but faintly realise the vast
. number of sailors, mariners and gunners employed in the
merchant shipping of the country in those days.*
A vivid idea of the extensive traffic of the busy ports of
; - India can be given by the fact that the total shipping entering
~or leaving the various ports of the country amounted to
345,000 tons, out of which 83,000 tons were usually employed
in carrying goods to and from countries outside India and the
rest were engaged in its coastal trade.?

! Purchas, E 8., IV, p. 200, Middleton of the Rehemi of 1000
hh-nmhulmm C. Purchas, E. 8, IV, p. 637 (Jobn Hatch,

® Ain.j-Akbari gives the mon pay of the gunner us Bs.12 and of the
'mu.uun-h- 40 with food [Vol 1, p. 281).
Appendix,




CHAPTER II
INDO-BRITISH TRADE IN ITS INFANCY

Havina studied the manifold ramifications of the maritime
activity of India at the close of the Akbar-Elizabethan period,
we proceed to give n summary sketch of the rise, progress,
extent and character of the Indo-British trade from its very
commencement, It is proposed to divide the enquiry into
three separate periods of half a century each, with the excep-
tion of the first which covers fifty-seven years, from 1601 to
1667. The Company's trade for the first seven years was
centred in the Malaya Archipelago. The relation with India
began in 1608, when William Hawkins of the Heetor landed
at Burat to secure trading facilities in the Mogul Empire.
From that year the Indian trade claimed more and more
attention, so that after 1622 India, and especially Burat,
formed the principal centre of the Company’s exports and
imports. The Persian silk trade was sporadic, though at times
it constituted a large part of the cargoes of the homeward-
bound ships. But the Persian silk and Arabian drugs were
first brought to Surat and thence transhipped to England ;
hence Burat was the heart of the English activities in the
East.

First Decade. The Dutch and English went first to Java to
procure spices, because they were informed by Linschoten
that the Portuguese had no control over that island. Thus
there was the least occasion to come into conflict with the
masters of the Oriental trade and sovereigns of the Eastern
seas. For these ten years English commerce was limited to

53
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Java and its neighbouring islands.! The total value of the
exports to the Indies in the years 1601 to 1610 was in—

£ £
Bulilon . . . . . 110,202 or 11,020 per year
Goods ancl stores ., ., . 061,693 or G167
Total . - . . . 10876 or 17087 .

Therefore during this period the exported bullion bore a pro-
partion to goods of a little more than 2 to 1.

The value of imports cannot be ascertained, but it has been
estimated by Milburn to amount to near £1,000,000 per
annum ! This estimste is grossly exaggerated, for it would
mean that the estimated sales realised fifty-eight times the
value of the stock employed and twenty-two times that of
the actual money subscribed and invested in the first eight
voyages. We know that the highest profit during this decade
on any one voyage was 234 per cent, and that the estimates
of Mr. Mun and the Company in 1620 and 1621, as hereafter
stated, showed a very moderate profit, so that the gross
income of £100,000 per annwm will be the most reasonable
estimate.® The amount of duty paid during the same period
was £97,950, or, on an average, £0,795 per annum. In other
words, 82 per cent of the money despatched to the Indies was
given back to the nation in the shape of duties alone.

The nature of the exports and imports, their quantities,
prices, total values, is shown by the invoices of the cargoes
of the three ships of the third voyage, which is memorable for
opening trade with India in 1608 through the efforts of
Captain Hawkins of the Hecfor. 1t appears that three vessels
of 1,250 tons in all, costing £19,913 for building and equip-
ment, were sent out laden with iron, lead, tin and woollens *

1
e oy bt v 2

buniness was tranaferred to Sarat, which was radsed to the status of
Presidency in 1 Hinee then all factories, like those of Jumbes, Macnsaar,

slc., were made subordinate to it. English
e SE S T T v
valuod at aboat £200,000 per year. ; 2
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to the value of £6,000, On their return they brought back
pepper, mace, cloves and nutmegs from the Moluecas, their
prime cost being approximately £20,000. The profit upon this
voyage amounted to 234 per cent on the original subeription
of £53.500. An instance of the extraordinary gain of those
days is furnished by the fact that cloves costing £2,048 in the
Indies were sold in England for £36,287 in 1609.

Second Decade. The Anglo-Eastern trade developed fast
during the next decads. Four separste voynges were under-
taken in 1611 and 1612 with five ships with a total capital of
about £83.000. Out of this sum, £18,025 was sent out to the
Indies in money and £10,650 in merchandise. Thus in the
first twelve years, twelve separate voyages had been under-
taken with twenty-six ships. 1t will be seen’ that the varions
sums employed from 1600 to 1612 in all the twelve voyages
amounted only to £464,284, out of which £200,540, or 43 per
cent, was sent out to the Indies in money and goods, while the
rest was spent in the purchase of ships, their equipment, pro-
visions and in the upkeep of the various factories. An average
profit of 138 per cent on the (otal capital employed in all the
twelve voyages wos realised. In some of the adventures the
gains were unexpectedly great; for instance, they amounted
to 234 and 218 per cent in the third and seventh voyages.*

In 1613 began the system of joint-stock adventures, and the
First Joint Stock undertook four voyages, from 1613 to 1616,
with & total capital of £429,000, out of which, it is said—

£111,490 was sent in mopey and
£78.017 in goods, whils
£973.544 waa spent in ships and victuals."
! Marine Records Misc., IV,
* A tabular statemont is as below :—

e ——

£ £
Merchandise . . . . 82411 or 5,201 per year
Bullion . X - . . 138137 or 11,610 , =
Bhips, Stores, Provisions, ete. . 213,746 or 21, oo

Total . . - . 464283or3IRE00 ., .
Mir. Huruu‘lﬂlnhﬂi-{'mpmg‘-m pL
-mmw:wm.m.wmhmhwmmugm
raised by the First Joint Stock, SﬂmmﬂhﬂMMw
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Twenty-nine ships were in all employed, and though the

cargo of one of the ships, costing only 40,000 rials of eight, or

~ £9,000 (a rial=4} shillings), was sold in England at £80,000.

w  sterling, yet the total profits did not amount to more than
87} per cent in the four adventures, Looking at the detailed
statement we find that out of twenty-nine ships sent out to

the Indies, only fourteen could return to England, the rest

: were either lost, captured, worn out or kept in the Indies to b
2 fight the Dutch and Portuguese.!

-.5: 4 The advantages of the Eastern trade were at this time shown
= by Sir Dudley Digges in his pamphlet, entitled the * Trades
g1 - Increase.” He pointed out that the maximum amount of
e goods and money exported in any one year was valued at
— £36,000 only, yet the nation saved annually £70,000 in the
> N prices of pepper, cloves, mace and nutmegs for home econ- :
‘; - sumption, and also vastly gained by the re-exportation of
- Indian commodities. For instance, spices worth £218,000
- Were exported in 1614, besides a valuable stock of indigo,

calicoes, China silks, benjamin, aloes, eto., which had been

exported to the Continent, If to this direct gain were added

- the King's customs, and also the employment given to ships
g :; well as mariners in the re-exportations, the sum total of

~advantage accruing to the nation was undoubtedly very
Sdaidsahl

Six years later the Company presented to Parliament  the
 #state of their trade, from the beginning thereof in 1600, to the
29th November, 1621,”% wherein it was stated that they had

i_m-ﬂmuﬂlh of the "n adventures
i by e o ! e Compaays adventue o
their first establishment. [n 1618 the Company possessed the following

In T )

hﬁn i Jacotra (afterwards Batavia), Japara.
In the Banda Inlands : Banda.

}:! ¢ Menjarmassing, Socodania, .

III-._
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** laden away in all those years out of the realms, as out of the
Downs, Holland and other places, but £613,681,” or £20,225
per anmum in the shape of foreign coin. They had also
shipped out of the realm, in woollens, lead, iron, tin and other
English and foreign commodities, to the value of £319,211, or
£15,200 per annum.

Thus the total value of exports in bullion and merchandise
during those twenly-one years wos £932,802, or £44.423 per
annum, and the ratio of momey to goods sent out was a little less
than 2: 1,

It is interesting to know that out of the large sum of
£032,802, only £375,288 could be invested in Eastern goods,
yet they produced in England by their sale £2,004,600, which
is more than double the value of all the moneys and goods
sent out of England to the Indies, and exceeds five times the
prime cost of goods. All the expenses of the Company and
the hazardous voyages, as well as all the losses incurred by the

On the Malabar coant : Callout.
On the Coromandel const : Masulipatam, Petapoli.
In Malaces : Patani.

In the Island of Celebes ¢ Macassar,
Hiam : the capital of the Engdom of Siam.

Wllurl‘hﬂnn Purchas, E. 8., L, p. 305,
pare the factories and castles which the Hollanders had in the
Inﬂ.mnn November 12, 1613 (original spelling retained in both lists) -—

In Bantam 1 Fuotory.
Jaguatre =
Eucqlmhu .
Maonssar ..
Patonia -
Acheyn 2
Buttoone lFlztm?, 2 Bulwarks.
Amboyns 4 Factonies, 1 Castle.
the Bakean lm 1 Castle
Molu-Machean 3 3 Castles, the whole Taland theirs
Mutir 1 Factory, 1 Castle.
Tidaora IFum 1 Castle,
Ternate 3 Fac 3 Cantlen.
Jupan 1 Factory, 1 Castle.
Benda 4 Factories, 3 Castles, beaides one small Tsland,
Salor 1 Fuctory, 1 Castle, taken this year from the
- Portuguese,
This list leaves out their factories on the Coromandel const,

st -
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sinking and capture of ships, were to be covered by this gross
income of £95,457 per year. With all the enormous losses the
Company had been able to declars large dividends to the
subseribers of the India Stock, and hence the Eastern adven-
tures were growing very popular among the English people.
It was rightly stated by the Company that the Stock which had
already returned from the East Indies had “ made somewhat
wiore than five and o half of one towards charges.”!

The above-mentioned sum of more than 2 million pounds
was estimated to be realised up to November, 1621, by the
sale of imports, yet there was a large stock remaining out of
£032,892 sent to the Indies. Twenty-five ships were yet in

L India or on their homeward passage laden with Eastern goods,
and were thus sure to swell the profits of the Company to the
very large sum of 5 million pounds. This estimate had already
been confirmed by Mr. Mun in his “ Discourse of Trade from
England unto the East Indies,” who caleulated the invest-
ments and profits of the Company in the first nineteen years
and a half as given in the note below.® On a comparison of
the years 1611-21 with 1600-10, the rapid development of
trade becomes self-evident.® The bullion sent out in the

F'._, ¥ " The Reasons to Frove that the E.1. trade is a means to bring Treasure
- into this Kingdome." Home Mise., Vol. 30, p. 55.
' 2 Volume of Trade with the East Tridies :— g
d Money in foreign coin - 3 . [H8,000
l English and foreign exported . . 202,280

m-h'nﬂdhm?mﬁhmlmmpm into the
w .mmmmmmm:ﬂ.ﬂm&ﬂm
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socond decade amounts to £494,659, against £119,202 of the
first, goods to £267,538, against £51,673, and the total export
to £762,197, as ageinst £170,875. The three quantities bear,
roughly speaking, o ratioof 4 :1; 5:1; and 4} : L.

It is evident that the export trade during the second decade
grew to be more than fourfold as compared to the first ten years.

The change in the volume and character of the Eustern imports
into England during the second decade will be visualised by
two provisional invoices of goods sent home in the years 1614
and 1621. The trade in calicoes was improving fast ; while
in 1614 12,500 pieces were provided, in the latter year no loss
than 123,000 pieces were invoiced. Similarly, although in the
former year the total value of goods to be provided was about
£15,000, in 1619 it was worth 720,244 mamudies or about
£36,000, taking the mumudi as equal to 1s. Thus it was more
than doubled as compared with 1614, and trebled in com-
parison to 16101

! Tentative invoices of goods sa were thought fit for England —

In 1414 4 } In 1821
?umhtm?? TpC mg §0,000 narrow buftas 2-3s. per piece
o o toma 7 4 X lmhﬂd w  O-fa Fm‘
Groen ginger (tons 3) a 800 | o0 N o
Opium (tons 2) k « loo e
w - .. 3 H 1] 4,000 Semianses
Cotton yarn . - . G600 | 18000 Duthes
Calicoes of all sorta (tons 15) 26802 200 bales Biana Indigo 20 Ra,
Tho dotails of calicoes given in per maund
annther eonsultation are as below :— | 0,000 maunds Sorkbej Indigo 10 Ea,
4000 baftas of 3. per maund
SN ..M -h.p“.!*m 100 mannds Beugal silk 4} Ba.
2000 Semians : " per Moer
2000 . .. Good store of gumlac, and * hoped
1000 col. Semiane 18a " "
1000 chint o B, o to frornish 2,000 maunds of pepper.
Wi} nashes s . Included in the baftas am (1)
100 Ba . ealicoes of all sorts to be procured at
;: " :: " Agra, Patna and their adjacent
o5 0 o places, 20,000 ploces at 1} Ra. per
4 pizco ; (2) calicoes of Lahore and
12,500 adjacent places, 20,000 pleces st
“Their valuo =£2,802 10a, 1} Ba. per pioce.
Fostor's Letters, 11, pp. 135-6, Fact. Roc, Miso., T, p. 11
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To have a view of the extent of the Company's business at

Surat we should take into consideration the goods imported

and exported from Surat to their factories at Bantam and

other places outside India. In the year 1619 the total value of

goods shipped by the Company alone, besides a great amount

ied by their servants on their own account, was about

hs- = £39,923, which was made up as under :1—
' Goods ahipped to the Southward, worth . . 120,531 mamudies.

{Consisting of various sorts u{EnIn‘m,
votton wool, steel, corn, spangles, lish
hmmm'u,hnmnnnl::sthn

King, and apparel.)
Goods shipped fo the Red Sea . - . 068,163 mamuodies,
{Conslsting of calicoes, indigo, gumlae,
tobacoo, kni broad-
looking-glusses, hm]
Gloods ahipped to England | 720,243 mamudies,
[ﬂuﬁﬂu‘n{elmhl,umdrﬂunﬁ,ln
digo, w-dul, carpets, vollum, and
uilts, INNIH- turmeric,
mm;tﬂmm}

Thus at the close of this decade the English were not only
trading between England and the Indies,® but had a growing
share in the supply of Asiatic merchandise to the Southern
and Western countries of Asia. The result of twenty years'
h&aﬁthﬂm[nﬂiesmmnrimdinnmpurt’b}'thu
Company wherein it was pointed out that the King would
lose £20,000 per annum in his customs and the kingdom
£100,000 per annum through having to buy spices from the
Hollanders, and above £100,000 for other commodities then
_wﬂirm&omth&&atlndiu. In the end, it was also
represented that, if the trade were judiciously followed, goods
to the yearly value of near £300,000 could be imported from
the East Indies, N

At the end of the second decade the Company’s trade is
Factocies, Val. 1818-21, pp. 6164,

ml-’.ﬁluhndlhmuﬂnntmﬂ?ﬂ.ﬂ)ﬂm

at Sarat, M&Aﬁll. About £20,000 per annum was employed
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mirrored in the quantities of their various imports with their
average prices in India and England as stated in their doeu-
ment entitled, * The Reasons to Prove that the E.I trade ia
& means to bring Treasure into this Kingdome,”

Quantities Imported. Prices in the Indies. Prices in England.
2,600,000 e of Pepper 2d. (Mun=24d) 204
150,000 ,, Cloves . s,
160,000 ., Nutmegs 3d. (Mun= did.) s Gl (Mun=2s 6d.)
80,000 , Maces B, i,
200,000 ,, Indigoe 13, (Munes 144, ) B
07,140 ., China raw silk T8, 20,
0,000 Pheces Calivoes Ta. Lo

The total prime cost being sbout £100,000 sgainst £494,223
estimated to be realised at the Company's sales in England,
it was rightly asserted that the sum of £394,223 was annually
advanced towards the general stock of the kingdom, and that
England saved £70,000 or more per year in the price only of
spices and indigo by buying them from the E.I Company.!

Third Decade. The rapid strides made in the first four years
of the third decade, in spite of the inhuman tortures of the
Dutch intended to oust the English from the spice trade, will
be evident from ‘an account® presented by the Company to
Parliament in 1624. Tt shows that from the 25th March, 1620,
to the 25th March, 1624, the exports in bullion and goods
amounted to a total of £264,516 for four years, or £66,129
per year.

The imports for the like period were sold for £1,255,444
(including the sum recovered from the Dutch for the losses
sustained in India), giving an average of £313,861 per annum.
In other words, the average of these four years in exports
showed an advance of 50 per cent over the average of the first
twenty-one years, but in imports there was the sudden
increase of 329 per cent due to the return of several ships lsden
with valuable cargoes. Over and above these returns, it was
pointed out that the Company had twenty-four ships and

¥ Hmuuun.umm.ag?p.m: ef. Malynes' Centre of Commerve,

109, and “ The Golden Flecce,
!‘M‘?ﬂ.lm-ﬂ.,p.m
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merchandise to the value of 8 or £900,000 at the least in the
Indies. Coneerning the strength and wealth which the Fast
India trade brought to the Kingdom, it was stated! that it N
would maintain 10,000 tons of shipping, and employ 2500
mariners and as many artisans; that the Company were
supplying East India commodities for a quarter of the prics
hereto paid in Turkey and Lisbon : that pepper alone of the
value of £200,000 was imported into England last year, nine-
tenths of which was already exported ; and that it would in
future bring £50,000 yearly into the King's customs. :
Although this gives an exaggerated view of the volume and
Importance of the Eastern trade, yet there is no doubt that the
Company was in 4 flourishing condition, notwithstanding the
heavy losses sustained by the sinking and eapture of several
vessels. As to the nature of the imports, we are informed by
the Company that the twelve ships which returned to England
out of the twenty-six despatehed during these four years,
brought pepper, cloves, mace, nutmegs, indigo, calicoes,
drugs, China and Persian silk, The last commodity imported
in the last two years alone was valued dt £190,000 in England.®

Years. From the year-to-year view of the Company’s exports
and shipping in the first twenty-three years, it appears that
there was sent out in money £753,300 and in goods £351,200,
or on the average £48,000 per annum,

Richard Wylde gives an abstract of all the disbursements _
of the Company in India, what they sent out EVEry Vear, as
also what returns they had thence, for the next six years from
1934 to 1629, during which he was himself i Tadsy  Siers
his aceount 15 the only one available for showing the method

it has been given in a convenjent form in Appendix B.

! Calenda, Vol. 1622-34, p, 550,
* Culeadas, Vol. 1022-24, 1. 267 10th Apeit, 163,
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Here the main results to be deduced from his acoount are
represented in o tabular form -—

The Company's Trade during 1621-9,

Money and goods sent from England to Surat? | . v FTD.765

e ik v Eantern factories to Surat o HLERD
Total stoek available during 1624-0 at Surat . « 410,738
Ot of this sum was sent in ey sl poods Lo

Persia « E50412 or 14 per cent of the whole

Bantam « HOMTerlly -

Mocha . - L1345 or 4, 5
And wan paid in costoms st Sarat . £32.523 or T per cont of the whols
Laoft for investment for England . 137,001 or By h
All kinda of expenses in the East | 126807 or 30 "

In other words, the whole business of the Company was
centred in Surat, The President of the Surat fuctory directed
the mercantile operations of all other places where Englishmen
had settled down for trade. To the Southern, Persian and
Red Sea trudes together was allocated 20} per cent of the
whole stock available at Surat, besides the sums directly sent
to Bantam from England, and 30 per cent was spent in main-
taining the various establishments in the Indies, while the
customs paid at Surat amounted to about 8 per cent. Then
one-third of all the moneys and goods received could be
invested in Indian merchandise intended for England. Taking
into consideration the Indian goods sent out to Bantam,
Mocha, Persia on one side, and the moneys spent in main-
taining factories in those three regions on the other, i can be
safely asserted that three-quarters of the exports of the Company
teere spent on Indian soil during that period.

The extent of the English trade at Surat can be roughly
estimated from the customs paid there. The rate being
2§ per cent on the average, hoth on exports and imports, they
must have passed goods and bullion worth about £] 312,920

¥ The eargoes sent aut—known values only . « B335 640
Money and goods brought into Surat |, - v « 419,735
Monay and goods sent to outside factoriea . - 122054

Add the unknown cost of the cu aof the William and
ﬂtﬂuﬂq—mhunnu;ﬂ: s eV L LE8804%D
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sterling during those six years. It means that the approzimate
value of the English trade at Surat in those years coudd be placed
at £220,000 per annwum at the least.t
To sum up, the total exports of the third decade, both in
money and merchandise, amounted to more than £1,064,000
against £760,000 in the second and £171,000 storling in the
first, thus showing an advance of 40 per cent on the second
decennium.
: The value of imports cannot be definitely stated, since we
Lyl are given their prime cost in some years and their sale values
' in others, However, we know that the imported goods were
expected to produce in England three to four times their
ariginal eost at the least, and that £1,197,000 exported from
. England had produced £3,260,000 of imports in twenty years.
~_ Caleulating on this basis and adding up the available data, we
find that the Company would have realised about 2} willion
pounds ot their sales during the third decade.
. It has been seen how, at the dawn of the third decade, the
affairs of the Company lay “a-bleeding.” It is better to
_ recall that series of events which made it almost impossible
e for the Company to maintain its existence. The thrilling
8 tragedy of the massacre of the English at Amboyna ; the
- capture of several ships by the Dutch ; the loss of about 2
millions on various occasions through the hostility of the .
same ; the withdrawal of the English factories from all the
places, except Bantam, of the Spice Islands; the exclusion
of the English from China, Japan, Siam trades ; little or no
support from the Government: their indebtedness to the
amount of £200,000 at home, and lastly the dislocation of
trade due o wars begun by the Mogul against the kings of
Bijapur and Goleondah—all these adverse circumstances
conspired to place the Company in a precarious position. It
is amusing to read that they entertained serious thoughts of
withdrawing from India and of finally closing down their
* The above mentioned represen husines
handlod by the Company at Surat miwmf&%m

England, it includes investments for other factories in the southern and
= western parts of Asia,
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affairs. The unprofitable prospect of the Company’s trade is
reflected by the fact that in 1628 their £100 stock had fallen
20 per cent. That 15, it was worth no more than £80,
* whereas they had formerly divided two and three for one, "

Fourth Decade. The acute distress, instead of coming to an
end, was rather aggravated by circumstances which were out
of the control of the Company. Their business Erew every
day less and less.” The fatal competition of the Courteen
Association, their plundering cruises in India and the conse-
uent stoppage of the Company’s trade at Surat ; and, lastly,
the forcible purchase of pepper by the King accentuated the
Company's diffioultics. Then in India there was a universal
dearth and scarcity of all things. Indian commodities were
selling at double their wsual rutes, while English and other
European goods had o sharp fall in their prices, being * in
general disesteem.” The despatches of those years are full of
accounts regarding the severity of famine in India. We learn
that thirty thousand peaple had died at Surat alone. One
could hardly seo any living persons “ where heretofore were
thousands of sound people.  Dead bodies were lying on the
highways, there being no one to bury or burn them.” Peter
Mundy, who was an eye-witness of the harrowing distress of
the people, has recorded a realistie account of this great and
universal calamity,

The evil consequences of the rise in prices and the financial
distress were somewhat neutralised by several circumstances,
The Company had suceeeded in seouring the coastal trade of
India ; the trade in Persian silk was greatly improved ; the
Gombroon: customs very much relieved the tension: the
opening up of commercial relations with Orissa, Bengal and
Sind gave new opportunities for procuring cheaper com-
modities ; while the war between the Dutch and Portuguess
and the Goa Convention of 1634 transferred a large part of the
carrying trade controlled by those nations into the hands of
the English.

! Fetl. Rec. Surat, 1, p. 250 ; Calendar, V, pp. 2285, 342 ; Peter Mundy

F
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The volume and value of imports into England during the
fourth decade cannot be exactly ascertained on account of the
lack of necessary material. The character of the import trade
did not differ during this period, only the supplies from
Persia, Coromandel and Bengal grew more in quantity. An
idea of the principal imports can be had from the three
invoices of separate ships from 1630 to 1640 given in the note
below.

The exports by the Company alone during this decade, so
far s the author has been able to trace them in the various
records at the India Office, amounted to more than £717,000
sterling. There is no information regarding the value of
merchandise sent out to the Indies in the year 1634, nor could
the invoices of the cargoes of six ships be found. On making
allowance for these two missing items and adding the moneys
and goods exported by the Courteen Company in more than
twelve ships, it will be evident that not more than £900,000
in all conld be said to have been exported to the East in these
ten years.? The depression in the Company's business is
wmirrored in the fact that the annual average of £100,000 of the
preceding decade fell down to £75,000 during this. In their
returns, too, the Company seriously suffered from the piracies,
rivalry and competition of the Courteen Association.

Fifth Decade. The depression of the Company’s affairs was
aggravated by new causes during this period. After the
termination of hostilities at the conelusion of a treaty of peace
between the Dutch and Portuguese, the English lost their

Cargoes of the

& Cargo of tho Charles 2 Cargo of the
Beformation and
"Fu lti llm- M",r. llﬂl. R. Hﬂ‘l‘". lm.
Cloth 425 bales 579 501
Indigo 506 churles A5G fardles 1,080 bales
Haltpotra 07 . 597 bales .|
Wﬂ Wl . — 56 butts
Persia 1560 bales 1,400 bales 353 bales
Cotton yarn 168 ., 0, . 82 .
Wool cotton 22 — 15 »
‘Popper, bales 2018=515,484 Ma. 4,500 maunds 1,805 owin

Marina Becords Misc., 1V ; Eng. Factories, Vol. 1630-33, p. 127.
% App. O to this chapter.
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control in the supply of Oriental wares to the Partuguese
ports, and their share in the carrying trade from port to part
was also much diminished by the renewed competition of
other rivals. There was also a great paralysis of trade on the
Coromandel coast, caused by the wars, first, between the
Vijyanagar king and his vassals and then between him and
the neighbouring states of Bijapur and Goleondah. To the
ravages of war were added the unbearable misery and suffering
caused by a widespread famine, due to the wars on the
eastern coast and to drought snd inundations st Surat and
many other inland places. In short, industry and trade in
Indin were very much erippled in those years. Then came the
convulsion in England caused by the civil strife. It could not
but have a prejudicial effect upon the Company's trade.
A serious blow was given to the trade in Persian silk. * The
rigid and austere manners of the Republicans had rendered
silks less an article in demand than under the polished manners
of a court.” Then the * tragicall storye of the king's behead-
inge " threatened the loss of the Gombroon customs. Again,
the Dutch captured an English ship laden with pé pper and
refused to give any compensation, because ** the English were
traitors and had no king." The Dutch reports sbout the
English in 1642 and 1644 show that they wore not doing much
in the way of business. The Portuguese at St. Thomé were
described as poor as church mice.! In fact, the business of the
English was so much depressed that it was® a matter of surprise
to the Duteh in 1646 that the Englich meant to continue in the
Indies, An English factor's report? in January, 1642, can be
taken as truly reflecting the state of affairs in India. The
Danes * derived poore feint trade, not worth mentioning,"’
but the Dutch flourished abundantly and were very fortunate

. in their undertakings. I'n short, insuficient capital, eivil war,

active competition of interlopers, the loss of two ehips laden with
£55,000 in money and goods, war and famine in India and the
! Dutch Records, Vol. XII1, hi‘gﬂl' Feb. 17, 1643,

* Dutch Records, Val, XTIV, doe,
* Eng. Factories, Vol 1245, p. 22,
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revived competition of other European nations in the East, can
be named os the principal couses of the growing depression of the
Company's business during the fifth decade.

Compare the following note of the Directors to their Surat
factory in 1644.

As regards shipping to be sent home, * wee desire but one
ship to be returned us yearly, for these reasons : first, because
we had rather have small returnes and & stock left in the
country to bee profitably employed and take oft all the interest
then fo have large returns and remaine indebted ; secondly,
aboundance of E.I. commodities make them disesteemed and
undervalued ; thirdly, our markets here being dead and
quantity of E.L goods coming will make them be sold farre
under value.”*

Hence, the annual provision at Surat was to be limited to
the following quantities i—

I‘mm - “ mm

Cirques. . - 4 . 400 churles

Clnpamon. . - . 300 bales

Calicoos, Darrow . . 160 balen=30,000 pleces
n  becad . . 50 bales= 8,000 pieced

Cotton yarn ‘ . 100 bales

Cardamo . s 4+ 40Obags

Tineall . . i . 00 duppers

o Drugs - . . o A bales

Considering the genersl depression in the trade with the
Indiﬂ.itilnnthingnhnrtofanurpﬁsutulmnthnttha
Company's exports in bullion and merchandise amounted to
more than £816,000 sterling for these ten years. i
allowance for the goods sent in the years of 1646 and 1649, and
adding the sums exported by the Courteen Company in their
twelve ships, we can safely assert that the total amount of
British exports to the Indies during the fifth decade was
decidedly more than that of the previous ten years.
annusl average for all exports during this decade can be put
ok M.llﬂl.'l against £90,000 of the former.

1 . Misc. 12, pp. 1446, (1. the invoice of
.ﬁlrﬂ&m o 12, 9. the inv the Antdlope
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During the next seven years the Company's business was
practically reduced to nothing, first on account of the Anglo-
Dutch War and then by the Protector’s declaration of leaving
the navigation and commerce to the Indies free and open to
all for three years. The-exports of the Company from 1651 to
1656 totalled about £129,000 in seventeen ships and vanished
altogether in the next year of 1657. The deficiency was,
however, mare than mpde up by the large amount of private
shipping despatched in the three years of open trade.
Although the amount of tonnage and exports sent by these
separate adventurers is nowhere traceable in the Records of
the Company, there is little doubt as to their great volume
when we remember that no less than thirty-eight ships were
employed for the purpose, that the prices of Indian produce
were raised from 40 to 50 per cent, and those of English
produce and manufactures were lowered in an equal propor-
tion in the Indian markets by the keen competition of the
numerous adventurers,

The whaole English export trade with the Indies from 1601
to 1650 can mow be roughly measured by the following
decennial totals :—

Exporta,
Decades, Enoiwn guantitics, Assumed values.
Thousand pounds, Thousand pounda
1601-1610 171 None
1611-1620 760, i
1621 -1630 1,064 20 Co.'n
1631 -1640 7 .| -
— — 100 Courteen's
— — 30 Co.'s
164 1=1050 Bln o0,
1,528 300

It is obvious that four million pounds were a
exported from England during the first fifty years of Anglo-
Indian relations. How much of this sum was actually con-
sumed in India and what amounts were appropristed by
Persia and the Spice Islands will permanently remain shrouded
in mystery. If the conclusions arrived at from the returns of
the years 1624-9 were to be applied to the whole period of
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fifty years, then it would appear that three-quarters of the total
exports were spent in India. The actual volume of trade must
have been larger than is shown by £4,000,000. We ought
to add the Company’s income from the customs of Gombroon,
the large sums earned by Englishmen in their Asistic com-
merce, and the carrying trade from port to port in India or
between India and other countries, as well as the 100 per cent
profits usually made by the sale of English merchandise in the
East. In such a case the average money available for
investment in goods for England and for expenses of the
upkeep of the factories will be about £100,000 per annum




trade with the East.

CHAPTER II1

INDO-BRITIEH TRADE IN ITS INFANOY

(Continwed)

The Twelve Voyages. A general review of the E.I. Company’s
resources and profits will help to throw a sidelight on the
» volume and extent of their commercial operations, and revesl
to us the grave difficulties and discouragements against which
that corporation continuonsly struggled to build up a rich
In virtue of their charter, the
merchants of London subscribed a stock of £57,473 in 1600 for
the first voyage, which being carried over into the second

voyage by an additional subscription was made up to
£128,623.1 Thetwo accounts were amalgamated into one, and
! Maophorson,

from thess authors, state £72,000 the subscribed capital of the first voyago
nnd £000,442 for the second. 1 have adopted the figures of Sambrooke who,
reliable information than

* any other [ater writer can

|' Capital of the Vi i

L Bambrooke's Report of 1654,

' 1st voyage
Sod 128,823
id 53,500
4th v (W) 33,000
Gth " 13,700
th = 50, 163
Tth o 15,634
Sth " 36,148
fh o 10,614

10th

2h

& 46,002
Lth ,(b) 26% from the 3rd

7142

, Milborn, Wisset and others who have borrowed

an an accountant of the Company, surely mare
elaim,

Profit.

05%,  (Bams in Mill and Bruce)
2345, - "
Complote loss (Mill gives £13,700)
121/16/4%  (Mill calls it 5th, and states
q:?ﬁ, capital £52,000)

1009 (Mill calls them Gth and 7Tth
E‘;}.’, voyages—eapital £147,034)
133184 (Mill calls it Sth v

Home Misc., Vol 40, p. 4. Of. Marine Mise., TV, capital £7,200)
{a) The sum was spent as below :—

£14,000 in ahipping and victuals ; £3,400 in goods and

£15,000 in money. Home Mise., Vol, 38,

pound was

venture in the early history

(The loss of both ships made the fourth vo the most unfortunate
of the Company. A dividend of 3 G in the

and in Nov., 1613, the stock in the Indiss was valoed

8t 28,000 Rials. . Minutes, 2A.)
(b} £10,060 waa the capital according to Scott.

T



it

72 INDO-BRITISH TRADE IN ITS INFANCY

the net profit divided in the form of Eastern eommodities on
the first two voyages has been calenlated at 95 per cent,

These were followed by ten more voysges, which were
undertaken on the basis of independent stocks for almost each
voyage. This system gave rise to many inconveniences and
quarrels, enhanced prices and multiplied expenses. At
certain places there were separste factories for several
accounts, each endeavouring to prefer the interest of their
distinet employers. Their differences grew to such a pitch
that the factors bacame enemies one ngainst the other, and
thus caused a “great disturbance to the benefitt of the
trade.”

Joint Btocks. To prevent these in the future, the adven-
turers resolved themselves into a Joint Stock, raising s
subscription! of £418,691, the employment of which ulti-
mately produced the very fair and encouraging profit of
87} per cent on the original stock. In the year 1617, the
period of four years to which the trade of the First Joint
Btock was limited having expired, the Second Joint Stock
arose from a subseription of near £1,600,000. During the
twelve years from 1617 to 1628 the adventurers sent fifty-
seven ships of 26,690 tons besides pinnaces® with £1,145,442 in
money and goods, and it raised £289 643 in the Indies. Yet this
proved to be the most unfortunate adventure undertaken by
the Company. From an account preserved in the Home
Miscellaneous, Vol. 39, on the success of the Second Joint
Stock, it appears that it suffered an inexpressible financial
loss on account of its continued hostilities with the Dutch and
the Portuguese in defending its spice trade and in wresting
the Red Sea and Persian trades from the Partuguese. It was
again and again prolonged up to 1631 without ever raising a
new subscription during these years. TIn 1628, on the failure
of the attempt to raise subscriptions for the Second or Third
Joint Stock, the system of calling in special subscriptions for

* This tis

amount s less than what has been given in Chaptor IL This

difference is to be found in the
* See our Shipping List and Appendix B to Chapter IX,
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particular voyages to Surat and Persia was begun—£130,000
and £150,000 were readily subscribed for the first and second
adventures. While very large profits were distributed among
the proprietors of these particular voyages, no more than
12§ per cent nominal dividends were declaredl for all the
moneys that had been contributed by the capitalists of
England for the Second Joint S8tock.?

The Third Joint Stack, with remains brought over from the
Second and an additional subscription, made up a capital of
£420,700 in all. It was a little more fortunate than the
preceding adventure, because in spite of the loss of the Jonas
and the Jewel, and of the great charges in Indis and England
for financing the trade with large sums borrowed at a high
interest, the adventurers could obtain an advance of 35 per
cent on their eleven years’ investment. The affairs of the
Company were in such a desperate condition that no general
subscription could be raised. But realising that something
ought to be “ done to support and uphold the E.I. trade, as,
if this year is passed over, the trade may pass off so as never to
be again revived,"” some adventurers opened a subseription for
a partioular stock. This First General Voyage began: in
October, 1641, with a subscribed capital of £105,000.2 It was
agreed to pay the proprietars of the Third Joint Stock 1 per
cent in liew of all charges at home and 6 per cent on the invoice
cost of their goods for the service of factories, warehouses and
small shipping in India.? This voyage was crowned with
great success, as the adventurers could make a profit of 121 per
cent.

This particular voyage was followed by the Fourth Joint

1 mmmwmmmmumnhmmw
are quoted from Scott, Vol. 1T, p. 124, Of. Calondar, p. 458, for second yoyage,

. Profit,
Ist Persian Voyage . « Z125,000 to £140.000 609,
2nd Persian Voyage . «  E150,000 BOa,
3rd Perslan Voysge . . £100,000 0%,
* Muogregor has £07,000 the above-mentioned sum taken from

ma&mﬁm.fml&p.ﬁ. Eulhnﬂ,ﬂ.l‘fﬂl.l.hdﬂ.ﬂin.lm-ﬁl,
|
* Court Bk, 18, pp. 40, &3,
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Stock with a nominal capital of £104,540. As the First
General Voyage closed its account in 1648, the two stocks ran
side by side for six years. The adventurers of the former
stock were fortunate in realising a profit of 121 per cent, but
the Joint Bfock struggling with numerous difficulties was
proving a losing concern.

To tide over the financial embarrassment, the Heecond
General Voyage was started in 1647 for a year with a paid-up
subscription of £192,800.1 The proprietors of this stock, too,
agreed to allow the 1 and 6 per cent for charges at home and
in India to the Joint Stock.* Without being fettered to any
other liabilities, they could finally get a large return of
1734 per cent, while the Fourth Joint Stock could hardly fight
against the misfortunes of the civil war, depressed markets, the
losses of their two ships, the high rates of interest paid on loans
secured in India and England, the consumption of available
money in separate voyages, the keen competition of the
Courteen Company and the unpaid debt for saltpetre by the
State. As all these causes had conspired to exceptionally
depress the affairs of the stock, a new subscription of about
£200,000* was raised in 1650 under the name of the United
Joint Stock to continue until midsummer, 1653.% As the
Joint Btock had no more trade in India in 1653 and was only
waiting to realise its estate and transfer it to the United Stock,
the duty of continuing the Eastern trade devolved upon the
shareholders of the latter. No dividends could be declared on
the moneys invested in the Fourth Joint Stock, though the
Third had a division of 25 per cent in 1653 and an unknown
sum in the same year, being subsequently followed by a
further profit of 16} per cent in 1654, No further information
on the profits of the Fourth and the United Stocks can be
traced in the Records, but it is certain that their depression

1 Uourt Bk., !!.Pp-l.ﬂﬁ.ﬁ-

‘MH.,
* According to &uﬂ-ﬁuﬂh I, doo, i, the subworibed sum was
msm-ﬂdmm hlﬂwmmﬂﬂm Com.

323,
* Court BLk., 20, p. 474,
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must have been accentuated by the Eastern trade being thrown
open on the termination of the Anglo-Dutch War. On the
contrary, account ought to be taken of the large sum of
£B5,000 received in 1650 from the Duteh in compensation for
the manifold injuries sustained from them by the English
Company, as also of another moderate sum of £20,000
obtained by the owners of the two stocks from their sucees-
sors as the price of their estates in the East.?

The Dutch and English Trades Compared

As a contrast to the preceding account, a view of the Dutch
trade with the East will be very interesting for comparative
purposes. That the Dutch business was very much thriving
in India even in the first quarter of the seventeenth century,
will be seen from the detailed® invoice of money and merchan-
dise demanded for the Burat factory by its President, V. d.
Broocke, in December, 1622. He required about £30,000 in
gilver and gold and more than 100,000 pounds weight of
valuable goods, exclusive of pepper, to be sold at Surat.
While the English trade with the East steadily languished,
the Dutch trade grew apace in subsequent years. The ever-
increasing volume of their business is clearly evident from the
total invoiced prices of the goods and the number of ships sent
out of the Indies to Holland.

Total Value  Annual Averago

Yean. Ships. fin thoosand forins).
1 500-1620 112 18477 B0
1621-1630 i 15,387 1.538
1631-1640 76 21,528 1,152
141 =1 050 03 25,565 2555
16511 64k 103 24,822 2682

In other words, Holland received T4 ships per annum
Jrom the East during those sizly-one years against three ships

! Beott gives B0 per cent profit, though it appears that the dividend in
money wai 60 per cent only. Himmlﬂutﬂlpumtinpvgrrm
divided an two occasions is incorrect. Court Bk, 20, pp. 70, 271 : 21, p. &
170 per cent had beon dividend up to March, 1683, and it was that
Mﬁ-rdﬂﬁbuﬁmﬂlirwmﬂrmﬂhum Court B, 30, p. 310,

# Boe Appendix A to this chapler,
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annually arriving in England during that period. Moreaver,
while the Dutch imports cost on the average less than a
million florins per annum during the first fourteen years, and
the average remained pretty low up to 1620 by reason of the
incessant wars with the Portuguese, the English and the
inhabitants of the Spice Islands, they steadily rose to more
than 2} million florins per year in the 'sixties, showing that

in this decade the annual imports had trebled as compared to

the annual average of the first twenty-one yesrs. During
these sixty-one years the total invoiced value of all the goods
sent to Europe was £9,806,000—a fairly large sum for those
days.!

It has been scen that in fifty-seven years the English
exported shout £3,865,000 in money and merchandise, without
taking any account of the large amounts sent out to the East
in the three years of open trade. This sum can be taken to
represent their invoices of goods imported from the Rast, as
the charges of factories and other establishments would have
been defrayed by the earnings from their Asistic commerce,
the profits on the English merchandise sold in the East, the
freights realised in the carrying trade and the customs of
Gombroon. Even allowing £828,000 plus the exports of
1654-T by numerous English adventurers more for expénses,
it is unlikely that the aggregate value of merchandise imported
by the English up to 1857 could fall far below three million
pounds sterling. One can be positively certain on the basis
of the preceding data that after fighting against odds and
experiencing the worst periods of depression, Englishmen spent
no more than a third part of the treasure spent by their rich
and prosperous Dutch rivals in the East.

The secret of the extraordinary Dutch success and prosper-
ity lies in their monopoly of spices and drugs produced in the
Southern Islands, as well as in the purchase of Chinese goods
at very cheap rates. The prime cost of their imported
merchandise was incomparably small, and the selling prices
were excessively high. Hence, in comparison to the English

1 Eleven florins bave been taken equal to £1,

=
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Company, the profits of the Duteh on their Eastern adventures
were nothing short of the fabulous. Except for the decade
162130, during which only 82 per cent profit! was divided, the
annual average of their net profit for the remaining years
varied from 20 to 25 per cent on their capital stock ! Not-
withstanding the innumerable obstacles in establishing their
trade and in planting colonies, to which the English had
wellnigh succumbed, the proprietors of the Dutch siock were
given 1,100 per cent on their capital in 56 years !

Private Trade. Over and above the English Company’s
trade we ought to take a summary view of the business carried
on by Englishmen in their private capacity in and with the East,
as it will greatly help us to understand the real volume of the
business controlled by the English nation snd the later
developments of their commerce with India. A long struggle
broke out between the Company and their servants. The
former were determined to thoroughly preserve their monopoly
of trade with the Bast to thomselves, but the latter, dis-
regarding all orders of their masters, more and more indulged
in the forbidden fruit by trading in the East itself as well as
in the Eastern commodities imported into England. Thus the
English factors and mariners, by curtailing the sphere of the
Company’s operations, worked to the prejudice of their
masters in Indis as well as in England. Hence as early® as
1604 the prohibition to buy spices was extended to persons
of all ranks and ratings on the ships of the Second Vovage
under Sir H. Middleton. Then a royal proclamation inhibit-
ing the importation of pepper from foreign parts by any other
persons than those of the East India Company was procured?

' Yenrs, Total Dividends.
16051620 30T
1621-1630 vd ]
1631=1040 258}

Nikb 11650 2574
16511060 200

Total in 56 years = 1,106 per cent on the capital
LW of Sir H. Middieton (HakL), p. 17.
¥ , 1, mes. 4B8-TIL
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in 1609, Mr. Adam Denton in one of his letters (1614)
objected to the starting of private trade by the factors of the
James, ** because it would spoil employments in one place and
sales in the other.”! Supreme efforts were subsequently made
to thoroughly suppress it, but finally realising the futility of
absolutely preventing the crews of their ships from clandestine
trade, when even the commanders® of fleets and captains of
ships were equally quilty of the breach of trust, the Company
allowed their servants and the officers of their ships to trade on
their own account in a few unimportant articles of export and
import, and reserved to themselves the rights of exporting and
importing principal commodities. A complete list of the goods
allowed to be exported and imported by private merchants in
1631 is given in the note below,? yet it should be observed that
the servants were not satisfied with this indulgence. The
correspondence of the period is full of complaints? from the
Company on the violation of their monopoly. In spite of
royal proclamations and their repeated prohibitory orders and
stringent punishments, the evil grew apace. Factors in India
always pleaded the manifold difficulties of detecting and
preventing it. Restricting private trade in spices was
described by factors as a Herculean labour ; while some yoars
after, in 1650, it was again admitted that like ** Adam’s

:?w;kl:m-..ﬂ*pllﬂ. o &

Coart + B p 1683—the old veteran Captain Martin Pring was

'rﬂhmqi:::nnp'imhmdshlmi

'Alildwdtuﬂwdhkmdmfdiuiuihu lﬁ.‘.t.'lmll

under -—FPerpetuana’s and dmpery tor, saffron, wool hﬂ,
ribband rnﬂbdgud'uh lace, beaver huuﬂthguld liltet
felt hats, strong waters, Spanish leather shoes, iron and

looking.glusses,

gooda allowed to be vmported from India at this ﬂmuhlmgpmﬂ.

hlm;mdmpduu'mtl,mh lood stones, musk,
taflaty, printed callicoes, benfamin, damask, . .E’ ﬁ:,dm
i satting n
..u"ﬁlnl mhﬂdﬂ-ﬂﬂ with quilts of Pitama hmﬂwad u:}th lﬂn
worm mugar candy, china dishes and puslanes (i putmllill:l
llllnh. King's Proclamation of 1631, B. Museum; Eng. Fact, Vol

"ﬂ-ﬂ!fﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬂlmdmwﬂfmm, ol
Merchants requesting the supprossion of Private Trade in 1641,
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children, we think few of your servants are free from tasting
the forbidden fruit."!

To make their restraints effective, the Company again issued
prohibitory orders in 1660. Broadeloth, lead, quicksilver,
vermilion, coral and elephants’ teeth were prohibited from
being exported on private account. Among imports, the
Company reserved to themselves the exclusive right of bring-
ing in raw silk, einnamon, benzoin, pepper, musk, mace,
nutmegs, aloes, saltpetre, cotton yarn, calicoes and indigo of
all sorts. All other goods were allowed? to be imported by
privileged persons in the Company’s service to the extent of
O per cent of the tonnage licensed by the Company on their
own account. The articles specified in the free list do not
differ much from those given in the preceding note. Yet it
should be observed that the trade in musk, aloes, calicoes and
benzoin was this time taken out of private hands on acoount
of its being more profitable than before ; while the importa-
tion of sugar, precious stones and valuable silks was left to
private enterprise. It also shows that Indian sugar was not
an article of much importance during the first half of the
seventeenth century.

The English Share in Asiatic Trade, The English at Banda
and other places in the Southern Islands soon found out that
their woollens and metals did not find much sale there. Indian
commodities, especially cotton fabrics, were in great demand
in those parts, therefore it was thought necessary to resort to
India, dispose of English goods and money first in the
purchase of Indisn piece-goods fit for the southern market
and thence to buy spices, pepper, silk and some drugs for the
Eastern and European markets. The Indisn merchants
immediately realised the danger of this practice. We are told
that the purchases of Hawkins at Surat in 1608 aroused a

soed, tamnrind,

agate-ware of ull sorts, camphor, chine dishes, civits,
bezoar, * i

ambergrin, dinmonds, pearls, rubies, sugar, camin lignum, lignum
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storm of opposition—the merchants grumbling very much
and complaining to the Governor and Customer of the leave
granted this Englishman in buying commodities which would
cut their owne throats at Priaman and Bantam.™

Notwithstanding these protests, the English and Dutch,
both in their corporate and private capacities, began to indulge
more and more in the port-to-port trade to the great detriment
of Indian merchants. The great profits earned in this com-
merce have been stated in the Surat report of 1612. Indian
commodities carried to the south were to yield three for one,
and also those like indigo, calicoes, cotton yarn, eto., carried
to England ** will by our computation yield three for one at
home at least.””? In other words, £100 first invested at Surat
could bring in £300 in the Moluccas, which reinvested at
Bsutam or Surat for the home market could produce £900 in
England. Thus an adventure of a year and a half in going to
Surat and the Moluceas, back to Surat and thence to England,
could make nine times of the original investments. Tt is true
that this enormous gain could not be pocketed without
immense expense and great losses in life and property inci-
dental to voyages in those days. Yet looking at the question
from the point of view of the Indisn shipowners and merchants
engaged in foreign eommerce, it must be admitted that their
fears and complaints were fully justifiable, since they were
being fast ousted from such profitable branches of trade by
their stronger rivals from Europe. The Dutoh, English, Danes,
French and the long-established Portuquese, were trying o
appropriate as large a part of the Asiatic commerce, individually
and corporately, as they could. Each of these nations, being
dufmofmmnmﬁyofmﬁngmnudhﬂm
from their respective countries for their purchases of merchandise
in the East, reduced it to the minimum by employing themselves
in the carrying and foreign trades of Asia.

8o far as the English were concerned, Aldworth, Bradshaw,
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Sir Thomas Roe and others repeatedly pointed out the
imperious necessity of taking a greater share in the exchange
of Indian and Asiatic commodities, Realising the extra-
ordinary profits obtainable in it, English factors had begun it
on their private account. They were, howover, repeatedly
prohibited by the Company, which wanted to monaopolise this
trade, too, for their exclusive advantage, as they had pre-
viously done the maritime trade between England and the
Indies, Despite protests and threats, the private trade grew
by leaps and bounds, and * had gotten such s head ™ that it
was difficult for Sir T. Roe to suppress it in 1618 ; while Mr.
Jones, on being asked which of the factors were private
traders, stated that there was not a man free. This forced
indulgence opened out for the Company’s servants unimagined
sources of accumulating wealth. Aceording to Boathby,
Englishmen by their 5 or 6 years' stay in India carried home
estates of b, 10 or 30 thousand pounds a man without having
carried any stock oul of England. Mpreover, during their
residence in India, we find them rolling in luxury and affecting
the manners and style of royalty. Pietro Della Vallo gave a
vivid description of the luxurious life of the English and Dutch
at Surat in 1623, This was fully confirmed by Mandelslo in
1635, Boothby in 1644 and Dr. Fryer in 1673.1 They could one
und all rear immense fortunes and live in luxury in that early
period only by controlling s growing share in the Asistic com-
merce of all the countries extending from China to the Red Sea.

The Profits of the Carrying Trade
While the spice trade was being rapidly controlled by the
Dutch, the English turned their attention to Persia in the
west and Siam and its neighbouring kingdoms in the east.
They freighted their ships with the wares of Indian merchants
and also made great profits on the goods they carried thither
* On considering the sbusss of the factors in the Indies, the Dirvctors
nmrkadm-tmm:o-d&umdﬂ *“ were swelled beyond the

m]}:- of servanta,” Calendar, 11, seotion 1134, 21st October, 1621,
130.“' Valle, p. 41 ; Mandelslo, Harris's Voyages, I, p. 708 ; Fryer,
o
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on their own account. It has been seen how the Surat popula-
tion unsuccessfully attempted to prevent the Duteh and the
English from participating in the Red Sea and Persian trades.
A contemporary letter, written by J. V. Hassel from Surat to
the Directors at Amsterdam, dated 25th December, 1628,
sums up the sentiments of the native traders in these words :—

The Moors were also not pleased that the Dutch began the
trade in tobacoo, rice, ete., which they brought to Persia. The
Moors complained the Dulch were faking every trade out of their
hands, the latter should be content with their cargoes bound
homewards, their rich cargoes sent to the south, their friendship
of the Moors should be worth more to the Dutch than the small
trade; the Dutch should, moreover, pssist and protect the
Moors. Also they mixed threatenings with it, they would com-
plain to the King, the Dutch did not give any profit to his subjects,
were only Aere to seek their own profit and tried fo furn everyone
out of trade!

What the loss of the southern trade implied has been
brought home in the calculation made by Mr. Wylde on the
basis of the prices at which he himself sold spices at Surat in
1627. He estimates that 300,000 pounds of mace, nutmegs
and cloves, costing £8,750 in all, could be sold for £90,000 at
Surat,? thus returning ten times? the original cost of the trans-
porter. It was also pointed out that in case the Company
undertook this exchange, it could invest the money realised in
the sale of spices in indigo, calicoes and other Indian com-
modities which, carried to England, would producé at the least
£270,000, thus leaving a gross profit of £261,250.

That these estimstes were not wild or exaggerated is proved
by the Company’s letter, dated 16th March, 1631, wherein
it has been stated that English goods worth £45,800 were ex-
pected to give a profit of £30,000, or 56 per cent in the Indies,
and that the carrying trade in the Indies was to produce
£125,000 at an expense of £20,000 in shipping, mariners,
factors, ete., meaning thereby that the Company expected to
make a gross profit of £155,000 per annum in the Indies alone.

t Duteh Records, VIII, doo. 280; Dutch Records, VI, doc. 108,

: Wylde, p. 33.
3 Bee Boothby's figures in the Appendices.
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This statement is based on the following figures ;—1

Money, — Goods,

The Pearle for Masulipatam . - & E8, 060 1,500

The Jewell for Bantam 4,000 1,300
Charles, Jonas, Hul]‘ﬂlln. [!l.rtands'rll’.ui

for Surat 105,000 43,000

115,500 45,800 = £160,700
(iher Bovreea of Income in J'un'n £

Profits on Goods sent . 30,000
Persian trade % 0,000

Goods from Surat and ll'.mﬂpl.u.n to
Bantam, Jambe, Macassar, ete. . . 25,000
Goods from Surat to Bantam . JLLSLLH
'Gumhmnnmhmmsnut.huh.m 0,000

165,000 = £315,700

Charges in Indin and Persin of shipping,

mariners, factors, ote. (besides lrmghtl
and oustoma), nbout i 20,000
Rest in Indin - 2405, T
Out of thin one great |lup Emm Burt.l.m 60,000
Two ships from Persia and Sorat . o BOO00

Btock on hand—4 shipa and a store of . £165,700

Thus the carrying and Asiatic trades were a very substantial
source of the Company's income by 1630. They were further
increased by the continuance of war between the Dutch and
the Portuguese for a decade, during which period the carrying
trade of the latter was transferred to English and Danish ships.
The Danes, we are told, carried so many Portugals from Bengal
and other places to Masulipatam that it was unsafe for the
Dutch to walk through its streets. The English carried
Portuguese goods not only to the Oriental ports, but even to
Portugal jtself. They also profited by the sale of their
merchandise and had the facility to obtain the productions of
China through the Portuguese.

The cessation of the war and the revolution at home gave
u set-back to the Company's carrying trade. Mareover, the
Governor of Surat had got twelve vessels employed in carry-
ing goods to the Red Sea and Persia on the Government
sccount. The Dutch represent that he even forced the

! Letter Bk., I, p. 7T8. It will be seen that an error in caleulation
ceeurs in the first section.
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merchants to make use of them and prohibited the Dutch from
carrying sny goods on freight, Thereupon the latter
attempted to secure a share in carrying the Sind cloths to
Persia snd Bassora like the English, because they felt sure
that the new opening would prove a gold mine. The coastal
trade, too, suffered on account of the general depression in the
business of the Company during the “sixties.

Early Results of the Anglo-Indian Relations

Many far-reaching consequences of the direct trade carried
on by the Dutch and English with the Indies become visible
at & very early period in Europe as well as in Asia. In this
connection we can first note some prominent tendencies which
went on gathering force with the lupse of time. The Hanseatics,
who carried on a very profitable sea-borne trade as far as
Venice, were so completely wormed out of it by the Dutch and
English that they had to sell their large ships and retun
home overland.! Then the English Levant Company made
complaints, a8 early as 1604, on the decay of their trade into
the Levant, alleging that all spices, silks, indigo and goods of
the Indies, which used to be brought through Persia into
Turkey, and from thence to England, were being brought
direct from the Indies. The share of the Turks, Egyptians and
Venetians was, however, more considerably reduced. The
wealth, revenues, prosperity and population of the old com-
mereial cities like Cairo, Alexandria, Aleppo, Constantinople,
Mocha and Ormus were given & serious blow by the diversion
of Oriental trade into new routes. But most of all, the direct
and enthusiastic participation of the Dutch and English in the
Eastern trade spelled a great disaster to the Portuguese trade
and prosperity. The sinking condition of the Portugnese and
the capture of their trade and possessions by the new adven-
turers form the prominent features of the period. Even in
1607 the Portuguese are repotted to have sustained so great
o loss in the East Indies that it was ** thought in those places
& wound almost incurable.””* Then the trade to Lisbon for

1 Calendsr of State Papers, 1, sectiona 342,380, % Calendar, I, section 380.
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spices was overthrown through the East India trade with
England and Holland, and so was also the sale of cloths and
kersies, which were the chief commodities before transported
by the Portuguese from Europe. Their general trade was
very much curtailed by the prizes that were made of their
ships as well as by the scarcity and dearness of goods, because
the great number of merchant ships in the Indies naturally sent
up the prices of merchandise. “ What formerly cost the
Portuguese one sol,” remarked Pyrard in 1610, “ now costs
them four or five, and even what they can bring in safety to
Portugal they are obliged to get rid of it ab a less price than
they were wont ; nay, it is as much as they can do to get it
sold at all, beecause the Hollanders sell at lower prices still, and
do their business with much greater despateh.”? In fact,
the trade of the Dutch and English had so shortened their
returns that half their galleons did not come, and those that
eame from Portugal brought new supplies for the garrisons,
but returned so empty that the charge was “ but defraid.”
“Never were such opportunities,” writes Sir Thomas Roe,
“to discharge the Portugall from all these coasts. He is
declining on all sides, and a little weight on his head now laid
would sink him.”

A few years after, in 1632, the Gombroon factors wrote to
the Company that *‘ the Portugals doe dayly decline in the
Indies ; and noe question oportunities will be offered, either
at Syndie or Seland (Ceylon), or other partes there adjacente,
wherby to joyne issue with those people and settle a trade
may prove very bennificiall.” The long wars with the Dutch,
the sieges of Malacca, Goa, Mozambique, Ormus, Colombo and
the capture of many places thoroughly broke the pride, power,
prestige and monopoly of the Portuguese. The accounts of
Lancaster, Pyrard, Best and Della Valle, as well as the
despatches of the time, make it olear that the Portuguese were
the poorest folk in sea-fights. They, in fact, thought more of
their lives and fought no more. At last, the naval battles
from 1654 to 1658 off the coust of Malabar between the Dutch

! Pyrard, IT, p. 204.
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and Portuguese and the capture of the important stations by
the former entirely destroyed the remainder of the Portuguese
powpe in Indis. Their empire on the sea had completely
vanished and with it had disappeared all the springs of their
wealth, prosperity, pomp, pageantry and luxury. Della Valle
saw at Goa how the Portuguese lived in outward appearance
with splendour enough, though in secret they endured many
hardships. Tavernier, too, has given a pathetic description
of the abject condition to which they had been reduced by
1650. They had so fallen from their former splendour that he
saw men of fortune begging alms in private.

The decay of Portuguese trade can be adequately measured
by the full in the number of ships that sailed from Lisbon from
1591 onward.

Years ! Bhipa, Years, Ehipa,
15011600 B4 16211630 50
1601-1810 50 16311640 et}
1611-1620 40

Many of these vessels were required to guard the Portuguese
Possessions from the Dutch and English invasions. Hence
very few ships returned home Inden with Oriental goods.

The Portuguese had thus passed off the political and
maritime stages of India, but the effect on the Asiatic and
Indian merchants of the increasing power of the Dutch and
English was no less tragic. Ormus was & mere heap of ruins in
1625. Malacea, Cochin, Goa and many other Portuguese ports
had lost their great trade. The Red Sea, Persian and Chinese
trades were first mightily dislocated and then very much
curtailed on aceount of the continued insecurity and frequent
captures on the sea. It has already been seen how the port-to-
port trade in Indis and Asia was controlled and appropriated
by the Dutch and English, and how the share of the Indians
in the carrying and foreign trades was being daily curtailed.
The Europeans, as kings of the seas, could blockade any port,
capture any vessel, shut up Asiatic merchants within their
ports, and therefore they could and did slowly force the

! Bousa's History of Portuguese India, 111, pp. 421432,




INDO-BRITISH TRADE IN ITS INFANCY 87

foreign and coasting trades out of the hands of the Indians.
In short, the latter had practically lost that foreign trade
which was declared by Mun in his * England's Treasure by
Forraign Trade " as ** the great Revenue of the King; the
Honour of the Kingdom; the Noble Profession of the Mer-
chant; the School of our Arts; the Supply of our Wants ;
the Employment of our Poor; the Improvement of our
Lands ; the Nursery of our Mariners ; the Walls of the King-
dom ; the Means of our Treasure ; the Sinews of our War ;
the Terror of our Enemies,”



ot

CHAPTER IV

(HABRACTER OF INDO-BRITIEH TRADE

Havive taken stock of Indis’s commercial position and
outlook, traced the genesis.and rise of British trade in the
East in its quantitative aspect and indicated the great success
achieved in diverting the Oriental trade into new hands, we
may now turn to consider the course of development in the
principal items of export and import.  This study will give us
outstanding facts of importance not only as to the quantity,
quality and price of each of the chief articles of Indo-British
commerce, but will also bring to light some of the interesting
features of the up-hill work of building up that great trade.

It has already been seen that the ordinary items of the
export trade from India were calicoes, indigo, saltpetre,
pepper, sugar, drugs and provisions, while woollens, metals,
coral, gold and silver, besides numerous curiosities like mirrors,
sword-blades, knives, pictures, satins, tapestry, damasks, eto.,
were imported into Indis by the English as by the other
European nations. Over and above all these things, spices were
the commodity which brought the English into the East.
These, though not the product of India proper, should take
precedence over all other items.!

Spices. When Philip II, the sovereign of Spain snd
Portugal, prohibited to the Dutch the importation of spices,
they resolved to feteh them for themselves from the Spice
Islands. So did the English set out for the Indies in search of

pices whose prives had been put up by the Dutch, That their

3 I'uunqmm*ﬁhlmﬂl"bme.th
the Journal of the R. Society of :
tribation on tk bi ¥ of Arts, April 19, 1018, is a valuable con
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adventures in the supply of Java and Sumatra spices were
crowned with a series of unexpeoted successes, will be revealed
by the following table :—?

Prime Coat of 0.  Belling Price in England,
Year.  Ship. Y cl;s “l;s

T ore it -
Maces =3521/16 12461, 33 .

1611 Expedition  Nutmegs = 1009/IC 26,868 . 14 o

When the English had thus gained the immediate object for
which they had set out for the Indies, they soon extended their
operations in the various branches of the Oriental trade. By
the end of the second decade the annual consumption of the
various spices in England with their prices in the Indies and at
Aleppo, their ancient prices in England and the new prices due
to the importations of the Company are stated by Mr. Mun as

below :—
Indian Aleppo Prices in England
1600

Articles, prices,  pricos. 1620
400,000 e, Pepper 234 2/- aja /8
40,000 Tha. Cloves Od. 4/9 Bj= 8-
20,000 e Mace Bd 4/8 Pf- 6/~
160,000 Tha. Nutmegs 4t 2/4 4/ 2/

8ir Dudley Digges, another partisan of the Company,
averred that the ancient price of pepper was 8s. against 2s. in
1615, Both the Indian and English prices seem to be under-
stated to present the Company’s case in the strongest con-
trast, yet the enormous profits accruing to the nation as well as
the adventurers ave patent to all. In the Home Miscellaneous,
Vol 39, is preserved a most important document on the
quantities, prime costs and selling prices of pepper from 1616
to 1630. Tt appears that during the three years from 1616 to
1618, 1,432,186 lbs. of pepper bought at an average cost,
of 2}d. were imported into England per annum and sold
at an average price of 24}d. per pound. But during the
decade after the expulsion of the English from Amboyna,
i.e. from 1621 to 1630, the sverage importation fell down to .
1,428,667 lbs. per year, the price paid in the East rose from

! Home Miscellanoous, Vol. 39, Sambrooke's Repart.
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23d. of the first triennial period to 4}d. per pound during this
decade, and the sellng price went down to 18d. on the
average. The actual quantities imported and sold from year
to year will be found in the appendix to this chapter.

Here it should be noted in passing that Mr, Mun's statement
as to the total quantity of pepper snnually imported into
England being 2,500,000 lhs. is exaggerated by at least
1,067,000 Ibs, per year | Another amusing error which has
been perpetuated by such well-known authors as Macpherson,
Milburn, Macgregor and others is that they all give 250,000 Ibs.
as the average amount of pepper imported on Mun’s authority,
though the total price at 2}d. per Ib. stated by them as by
Mr. Mun is £26,041 13s.4d. The quantity,as already observed,
should be 2,500,000 Ibs. Again, the annual consumption of
pepper in England is also grossly exapgerated, because fifty-
five years afterwards Sir Josinh Child stated the consumption
of the article in his own time to be only 186,000 1bs.! Taking
200,000 1bs. as the annual consumption in England about the
year 1625, it appears that about 1,200,000 Ibs. of surplus pepper
were sent to the European markets in those days. Thus, instead
aof consumers of Portuguese and Dutch spices, Englishmen had
become the greatest suppliers of the Continent in this important
com ;
£218,000 worth of pepper were sent out in the year 1614

alone. The return cargoes from the East, which realised in

London £876,557 from 1621 to 1623, were largely in spices.

This luerative branch was, however, almost annihilated after

the Amboyna tragedy. Thereafter attention was turned to

seouring large quantities of Malabar pepper, which could now
be obtained on account of the loosening monopoly of the
¥ Portuguese. £15,000 worth of pepper was ordered by the Com-
pany in 1625, while the total value of goods demanded for
home was £78,219, 2,118 bags of pepper were earried in
- the ship Charles in 1630. The war between the Dutch and
Portuguese and the Goa Convention between the English

L] | o08 ~
W.m:l&" Oriental Commerce, I, xix. Commercisl Statistics,
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and Portuguese gave golden opportunity for the development
of this branch. Large quantities were imported by the
Company as well as the private merchants. In 1639 the
Malabar pepper was sold at 3s. 6}d. on the average at the
Company's sales, while a small quantity of Jambee variety
was disposed of at 194d. per Ib. in 1641, Instructions were
sent to the factors that the Raybag pepper waus ' in England
preferred before the best you receive from the South Seas.”
In the sales of 1640-41, cloves, nutmegs and mace also figure
in small quantities, The English could not directly buy them
from the Spice Islands; even at Surat and Gombroon the
Hollanders refused to sell spices to the English, nay, as a
further security, they usually retained them either on board
their own ships or in the custom house, until the English
vessels had sailed away.! Small quantities were, however,
clandestinely secured from the Duteh mariners and factors,
or from the Indian and Persian merchants. In 1650 cinnamon
(125 chests) and cardamoms (16 bales) are found included in
the sales of the Company. These were obtainable at Cochin,
Raybag, Rajapur, Kherapatam, ete., on the Malabar coast.
Thus the loss of the southern supplies was being made up by the
Malabar spices. The price of pepper was at this period much
reduced in England on account of the large importations by
private merchants. It was 8d.-11d. per Ib, in 1650 and only
7d. in 1657. We find that 39,534 Ibs. of pepper bought at
£439, or 2}d. perlb., were laden on the Benjamin alone in 1657,
The annual importation at that time was stated to be 7,000

! The Dutch pn}Inrw-dlhuruml:dhyﬂm{ollmmglmmﬁun

the LO. Dutch Hecords, Series 1

(1) *No European nlthnbndduuumlmhndmiuedtuthnu-dnin
mwwﬁamtmtdﬂnmh- the spices are most in our hands,

pever comes for trade to these Southern shores, will return empty
handed.” Vol XI, doc. 350, 22nd Dec., 1636,

(2) " The destruction of the tress having been accomplished, we shall
forbid the planting of new shrubs in the island of Timor itself or aof tho
adjncent dependencies and continually destroy those that may
naturlly or may have escaped destruotion.”

ﬂ]"Enrammdlndhmmmlududhmﬂu af Tieco,

and pura, so that the Dutch alone could supply spices to the
Asiatic na well as the European marketa.” a.p. 1649, doe. 617,
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bags, out of which 1,400 bags were required for the home con-
sumption, while the rest could be re-exported to Europe where
the prevailing price was 1s. 8d. perlb, Although theaverage cost
was stated to be 10d. per Ib., yet pepper evidently formeda very
lucrative branch of the Company’s investment, and hence all
private merchants were forbidden to import it from the East,

Piece-Goods. Next to pepper, we can place piece-goods as
an article of great demand in the Company’s investments in
this period. The calicoes reported by Wm. Finch in 1609 were
the very fine ones of Broach, worth from 10 to 50 mamudies
per piece ; the coarse cloths of Nausari, such as Sainjanes,
which were broader than the calicoes and *“ more fitter for
England than the Buffetaes,” and also Dhootie, Byramy
and Bheribaff, which were worth on the average 6 mamudies.
Then there were Pintadoes, quilts, Comorin cloth and all sorts
of painted stufls in abundance. The advice of Bradshaw
mentions several other kinds of cloth. It appears that piece-
goods began to be imported into England soon after the
settlement of the English in Indin. It will have been seen
from the invoices of 1614 and 1621, given in the second
chapter, that 12,500 pieces were ordered in the former year,
but in the latter the quantity went up to 123,000 pieces, and
to more than 165,900 in 1625. The demand for Indian
calicoes was increasing so much that Thomas Keridge had to
point out in 1624 that ** the quantities of calicoes ordered to
be provided annually will necessitate the resettling of divers
factories dissolved last year.” However, the wars in the
Deccan so much * disjoynted all trade out of frame " that
the supplies of piece-goods from Surat failed, and the prices
and qualities of the cloths clearly showed * the great decay of
weavers and trade in those parts.” An increased quantity
was therefore sought after on the Coromandel coast. There,

“too, for a time the wars and the famines had so much depre-

ciated the quality and raised the price of calicoes that their
demand in England decreased, while the development of the
]-‘;“n industry in the lstter country discouraged the importa-
tion of Indian calicoes, Small quantities were, however,
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carried every year for re-exportation to the Continent and for
meeting the requirements of a growing dyeing industry in
England itself. The Company pointed out that “ eallicoes in
general were in tymes paste ¥ maine support of that Indian
trade, and were here in good use and well requested and bin
sold to som profitt, Since they have declyned in goodness and
increased so much in their prises, they are nowe become here
att a stand in their use, and other countrie cloathing, being
better made and cheaper, succeeds in callicoes roome. All
sorts of callicoes are of late very much disesteemed here ; and
would be more, were they not principally used in this place
for dyeing into eollours.”

This despatch affords the most important evidence on the
early growth of the weaving and dyeing industries of England.

The trade in the const eloth was so much developed that we
read of the Persian and Bantam markets as fully stocked with
that ** clothing and of a quantity of the same sent to England
where it yielded contentable profitt.” Later on, the Company
advised the Surat factors to send calicoes ** well-chosen and
bought, clean whited, with hansome making up. The callicoes
which for the most part wee have sold are of the Coromandell
makeing, whoe are nowe preferr’d before anie of the Surat
cloathing, because they fitt best for French and other forren
sales,”

So far as the qualities of cloth were concerned, we are
informed that Persian taffetas were better than those from
Agra, but that their colours quickly faded away and they
became spotted. The Agra fabrics were also inferior to those
of Burat, the yarn and weaving of the former “ being more
hollow and deceitfull, especially such as is bought white ;
which indeed can not be well judged of, by reason of the
extraordinary gumming and beating, an art or custome
auncienter, we believe, then your trade in these parts.” To
prevent these defects the factors began the practice of buying
all eloth brown and having it cured at Baroda and Broach
under their own superintendence.

Ini short, the trade in calicoes for the supply of the European
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markets was developing in the hands of the English, In the
general depression of their business the export of cloth showed
a great fall. The sales of 1650 do not indicate any greab
quantities of cloth put for sale: nor do the ladings of the
Company’s ships arriving in 1656.

Indigo, India is the original home of this dye. All the
civilised nations of the ancient world got their supplies from
this country. Yule has brought together some references
from the works of Hippocrates, Dioscorides and Pliny, from
the Periplus and other books, for showing the use of indigo
among the ancient Greeks and Romans. The very word is &
sufficient testimony of the source of the article. India con-
tinued to enjoy the monopoly till the middle of the seventeenth
century. The English merchants used to carry it to their
country during the sixteenth century from Aleppo and also got
supplies from the Portuguese. When they first opened direct
relations with India, we find them very anxious to securc that
article. William Finch stated that the Biana kind was worth
from 40 to 60 mamudies per maund, while the Sarkhej one
could be procured at half the price. There was yet another
coarser variety obtainable at Jambusar and Vorodea {Baroda)
for 15 to 20 mamudies. In November, 1613, Aldworth
reported that indigo could be had cheaper at Ahmadabad than
at Surat, though the price quoted was Rs.14 or 35 mamudies,
which is more than that quoted by Finch four years before at
Surat. Private trade by the Company’s servants in mdigo
was prohibited by Sir T. Roe,! because it was considered an
important commodity for export to Europe- It formed the
chief lading of the Hope in 1615. As the English were also
opening trade with Arabia and Persia in Indian and European
goods, they were anxious to explore all the principal markets
in India for indigo. By 1625 Agra, Biana, Ahmadabad,
Sarkhej, Jambusar, Cambay, Dholka, Lahore and the Coro-
mandel coast had been tried. The Biana sort was most in
damnﬂh?minmdtheﬁm&nimnndthah[uﬂem
merchants used to import large quantities of it into the

! Embassy, p. 360,
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country. In 1628, 1,500 bales were sent there on English and
Dutch ships alone. The English soon succeeded in capturing
a large share in that trade, as is evidenced by the Surat
Letter to the Company, dated December 31st, 1630, wherein
W i stated that they had begun to supply daily great quanti-
ties of indigo and calicoes to the Arabian and Persian miarkets,
which before used to be performed by others both by sea and land.

A few years later this lucrative branch of the Indo-
European and Asiatic trades was threatened by the grant of
& monopoly by the Great Mogul. The sale of this article was
farmed out to one Manohar Dass for Rs.1,100,000. Thereupon
both the Dutch and English entered into an agreement to
oppose it by laying down that for one year neither nation
should buy at a higher price than Rs.42 per Akbari maund of
50 1bs., nor convey any indigo to Persia for private merchants.
The Dutch agent had, however, alrendy purchased 300,000 Ibs.
at Rs.61 per maund and also paid in advance at the rate of
Rs.50 per maund. Thus the object of the agreement was
frustrated, but soon another trump card was played to bring
pressure on the Emperor. The English sent orders to close the
factories at Broach, Ahmadabad, Cambay and Agra. This
move alarmed the Government, and had its desired effect.
As the indigo cultivators, too, were dead against the monopoly,
the Emperor very judiciously cancelled the lease, allowed both
nations liberty to purchase from whomsoever they liked, and
also ordered his revenue officers not to exact any tolls other
than the seaport duties.

It must have been realised by this time that indigo was the
most important article next to pepper and calicoes for the
home investment of the English and their Asiatic trade. Yet
its market was being spoiled by the keen competition of the
Courteen Company and of the English Company's servants,
who, in spite of prohibition, were trading in their private
capacity in this and many other articles, The correspondence
of those years is full of complaints on both these heads, but
nothing effective could be done to suppress these internal and
external competitors,
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Of late years the rich Biana kind was being preferred in
England as well as in Holland. The greater demand and the
keener competition naturally sent up its price. It was, there-
fore, hoped that the slackness in the demand for the Sarkhej
variety would lower its price to Rs.14-16, At the same time
both the nations combined to bring down the prices of
indigo. To the difficulty of higher prices was added another
of the low quality of indigo sent home. Serious complaints
were repeatedly made of the mixing of dust. The factors
promised to do their best to improve the quality, * being
sensible how that specie is one of the chief supporters of your
trade.”” They even induced Prince Aurangzeb, who was then
Viceroy of Gujerat, to prohibit the adulteration of indigo. The
price of the indigo procured at Agra, Khurja and Hindaun
remained at a high level, varying between Rs.457 and Rs.A8
per maund. Taking the rupee as equivalent to 2} mamudies,
as was done in 1639,1 we find that the price then varied from
115 to 120 mamudies per maund. This high price naturally
curtailed the profits of the Company. It is therefore reported
in the Surat Letter of January 10th, 1652, that indigo had
“ hithertofore bin your most gainful commodity,” and it was
then suggested that the profits in sugar were likely to exceed
in future those of indigo.

It is interesting to note that the indigo trade was at this
time further threatened by the importation of the West Indian
indigo into England. The competition of this cheaper
plantation produce was expected to tell heavily on the
Company’s investment in this profitable branch of its trade.
To avoid future losses, the development of the Persian silk
trade was suggested. But, though the Company could safe-
guard its interests, the decline of such a rich trade meant a
serious blow to the agriculture and foreign trade of India.

Raw Silk. The other great trade which the English
attempted to develop from the very beginning was that of
silk supplies for England as well as the continent of Europe.
The factors at Bantam were ordered in 1606 to try a trade

' Invoice of the Royal Mary in Marine Misc., IV.
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with the Chinese by changing woollen cloth for silk, ete.? In
1608, eight bales of Lankin and Canton silk were sent home
from Bantam, and small quantities of both raw silk and silks
continued to be supplied afterwards. For instance, the Gift
carried home fifty chests of silk of all sorts in 1616. Attempts
were made to open direct trade with Japan and China through
Richard Cocks and John Saris® on the one hand, and to explore
the Siamese and Persian markets for silk supply on the other.
We are informed that the Persian silk was procurable at Arras
in Georgia and Lahijan in Ghilan at about 65-70 abassees the
Shahi maund of English 12} Ibs. A very enthusiastic report
was made from Ispahan by Edward Connock, who said that
the silk trade was “ the only richest yet known in the world,”
and that the annual import of Persian silk amounted to full
£1,000,000 sterling at 6s. the pound of 16 ozs.® He believed
that this trade would yield far better satisfaction than many,
if not all the Indian trades put together.* The silk trade was
diligently taken up, particularly after the tragedy of Amboyna,
so that in the years 1622 and 1623 £190,000 worth of silk was
imported into England by the E.I. Company. The capture.
of Ormus and the share in the Gombroon customs for a time
gave splendid opportunity for the development of this branch,
but the competition of the Dutch soon spoiled the market.
It was reported in 1641 that silk was costing them 10s. or 154s.
the great pound of 24 ozs. and the price realised was only 104s.,
though formerly they paid about 12s. and sold it at 22s.-20s.
per 1.8 The monopoly in the sale of silk by the king and

b AddL MS., 24,004, p. 53

¢ Diary of R. Cocls and Vo of J. Saris (HakL},

® Letters Recd., I, p. 21 ¢ 1L, pp. 177, 242,

+ 0.C. 464, Apeil, 1817,

* The discropancy in the quotations of in various anthors is sim|
ngﬁgmnhﬂuuaa&m price of l'l"ﬂ'rlllr

yield of silk was 20,000 bales, each bale
not spend above a thonsand babes of silk,

Wi in Turkey, the Indies, Italy and to the English and
Dutch. In other words, the imported silk amounted to 4 million pounds,
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the gross abuses and extortions practised by the Persian
officers in its sale very much discouraged the English. Having
been shut out from China and discouraged in Persia, they
turned more attention to the supplies of silk in India.

There is no mention of silk in the early reports of the
English factors at Surat. The Company was pressed to open
trade with Bengal for raw silk as early as 1613, in imitation of
the Dutch who, it was stated, had invested some 100,000 rialls
in wrought and unwrought silks.! S8ir Thomas Roe was
specially commissioned to attempt the acquisition of trading
rights in Bengal and Persia for opening up the silk trade, but
nothing eonld be effected by him so far as Bengal was con-
cerned. A few years afterwards, in conformity with the
Company’s order for procuring 100 maunds of Bengal silk, the
Surat factors included the stated quantity in their proposed
investment of the year 1621.2 A factory was established at
Patna by Hughes and Parker and silk, silk stuffs, and several
other commodities were sent to Agra. The Lion, the Hart, and
other ships from Surat arrived in England with a parcel of
Bengal silk and a trial was made by one Mr. Millward.
* Nevertheless it was conceived that though it should prove
somewhat better than the other sort, the Company will find
no benefitt by bringing of it hither.”?

Hence, the first factory established at Patna had to be
dissolved on account of the Company's prohibition of Bengal
silk. Attempts had also been made to procure Bengala silk
through the Masulipatam factory, but the agents there saw no
prospects of securing it in 1621, In another letter, dated
February 26, 1622, they wrote home that  their longe
expectacion vanisheth like smoke.”

Ten years later another attempt was made to open trade
with Bengal, but this time, too, the enterprise * fayled of its
expected success.”” However, it was discovered that there
were prospects of a considerable trade. Silk could be procured

' Court Bk, 3, p. 69,

! Court Bk., 4, p. 236; Surat consultations, March, 1621 ; Peter Mundy

(Hakluyt), i, p. 136,
* Court Bk, 6, p. 70, 6th Aug., 1623
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at 4 to 5 fanams the English pound. It meant thst the prime
cost of this article was only 2§s. per Ib. or about a rupee in
1632. At this time two bales of Bengalu silk were sent to
England as a sample in the Mary, and they were disposed of
at 208, per Ib. for trial only.

The English settled factories in Orissa and also acquired the
right to trade in Bengal. In the lutter they were not, however,
allowed to establish factories for fear of quarrels with the
Portuguese,

Through the instrumentality of Dr. Boughton and Brooke-
haven, they obtained in 1650 such privileges as far outstripped
those enjoyed by both the Portuguese and the Dutch, Tt was
then pointed out that 200-300 bales of silk could be procured
in February or March at Rs.85-90 per maund.

The prospects of developing the Bengal trade were for a
time darkened on account of the breaking up of the Anglo-
Dutch War. The Company, too, was then financially in direst
straits. It did not even keep any record of its business in
those years, *‘ the Court considering what prejudice it might
bee unto them if this business were not carryed very secret
and privately " (Court Bk. 23, p. 159).

But after the cessation of the war, we find 13 bales, or
2151 Ibs. of Bengals silk worth £703, included in the goods
laden on the Benjamin at the Swally Marine on the 20th
January, 1657. On the basis of its invoice value, it cost! the
Company in India 7s. per Ib. Thus it appears that prices had

" :
m?%&hmﬂ&mmﬂhpﬁhﬁmwﬂmnﬁl

Yoar, Price, Bemarks,

1813 Large quantities sold. Court Bl.,
3, pp. 184, 226

1614 July  25/1 per ™. of 16 ox. o i, . 3L

1616 March 31/5 per b of 16 oz | owk 1 quarter sold.

1610 Sept.  26/10 per ™. of 24 0x. 71 bales of Persis silk.

lag1 100 muunds of Bengal silk invoiced.
C. Bk., 4, China silk bronght, 414, £15.

1822 27/- ﬂmﬁ&mmm

1623 mmﬂﬁnﬁhﬁuﬂWL

1626 May 2878

1628 Dee, 208 782 bales of Persian silk.
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soared to an exceptionally high level within a short time, dus
probably to the large purchases made by private merchants
and the Dutch Company. The latter is reported to have
exported goods worth £45,000 from Bengal in 1659, These
included 910 bales of silk alone. (Marine Misc., IV.) Thus
at the end of our period a small beginning in silk investments
had been made by the English, but it was destined to develop
to great proportions in the next few years.

Saltpetre! may be placed next to spices, pepper, silk and
cotton fabrics, and indigo in importance as an article of export
from India. It did not sttract the attention of the English
factors up to 1620. It is not mentioned in Sir T. Roe's report
on the goods available at Agra and in Bengal. The earliest
reference to its supply is in the reply of Thomas Kerridge in
1621 to the Company that it was not svailable sbout Surat.
At that time the Dutch used to export large quantities from
Pulicat and bring it back in the shape of gunpowder, because,
as reported, the Indian powder “ will not keepe, for being
ill-corned it grows all into clodds.” In 1625 the Company
were informed that saltpetre could be secured very cheap,
and President Kerridge promised to have a supply ready for
the next ships to be despatched to England. From his letter
of January 4th, 1628, we learn that large enough quantity had

Year. Price. Femurks.

1620 Feb, 24/

1630 1400 bales, * which will nearly equal
t‘.'l_w rh::}u estate of the Ist Porsin

1635 m silk trade tried.

1636 March 213 Perain silk.

1637 ., 23/ China silk.

1630 184 Persian coarse sille

18/0 Persian coarse silk.

1640 17/-to 17/2 356 bales sold Prime cost 10/,
formerty sold at 22/ to :s{-.

}Ez 15/ to 18/8 ;‘: Supply brought 600

16460 202 per B
J Fack, Vol, 181821, pp. 251, 336; Vol 1622-23, 128, 328 ¢
;’:l‘é pp- 83, 209, 270, 278, 335; Vol | L e
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been sent to ballast the ships and that they would send a like
quantity on every ship, and more, if it could be got. In the
same month 2000 maunds more were bought at Rs.2] per
maund, while two months later the price fell to Re.1l only.
The Company were informed that this commodity could not
be exported without royal permit, The English and Dutch
factors were imprisoned at Agra in 1628 for exporting it
clandestinely. Bribes and presents, however, secured their,
release and the necessary permission. One year after we
hear that more saltpetre than ever before was sent, and that
orders had been given to purchase the whole available
quantity. Its demand continued to grow. In 1638 promise
was made to procure a far larger quantity of saltpetre
which had proved so good. On the other hand, the Directors
complained that saltpetre was expensive to buy and trouble-
some to carry home, as it infected and spoiled other goods.
Orders were consequently sent to give preference to sugar,
ginger, cinnamon, ete. Its supplies were not stopped, rather
means were suggested for preventing its bad effects, Yet the
quantity was curtailed in 1639 and it was bought no more the
following year. The deficiency was made up by the purchases
made by the Courteen Company’s ships, and the Company's
factors, too, indulged in it in 1643. Next year the factors were
required to provide 20 or 25 tons of it for kentledge only. The
general trade was so much depressed on account of the growing
competition of the Portuguese, Dutch and Courteen Company
that supplies were altogether stopped in 1649, and the stock
at hand was sent to Bantam for sale at Macassar, It should
be obstrved that factors had been busy in exploring new
markets for the supply of this article. It was procured from
Masulipatam (1637), at Armagaon (1638), Bengal (1639),
Raybag (1640), Rajpore (1645) and Tatta in 1647, Best hopes
of the development of this branch of trade were cherished at
the foundation of the factory at Hugly. The cost at Patna
was only Rs.1 per maund, though customs and freight raised
the price at Hugly to Rs.1.4as. Inthe same year 200 tons of
well-refined saltpetre was ordered to be sent for the use of
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the State. The Dutch were then exporting ten times as much.
In 1651 private English merchants had, however, imported
such large quantitics that, after satisfying the needs of their
Government, they had exported much to France, Sweden,
Hamburg, Holland and Ttaly.

Now we must take a rapid glance at the supplies of cotton~
wool® and yarn. The first, though now one of the principal
exports from India, ocoupied a very insignificant place in
those days. Cotton was reported by William Finch to be
worth from 40 to 60 mamudies per candy, while yarn of ull
sorts, both fine and coarse, was at about 8 or 10 mamudies per
maund or Rs.5 per maund at the highest. It was one of the
principal articles in the coastal trade of the Indies, being
carried to Sumatra and other adjacent islands, Persin and
Arabia. As an import into England, some of it was used in
packing calicoes, and some used a8 ballust and stowage.
Sugar and saltpetre being scarce and dear, the factors sent
cotton which the Company did not much desire, but it was
expected to be a profitable lading, especially when it counld be
pressed as they did in Turkey. Instruments were demanded
for its compressing. Tn 1628 the price of cotton was reported
as 72} mamudies per candy of 20 maunds, which meant & rise
of sbout 25 per cent on that of 1608-9. Two years later,
order was sent to provide cotton-wool only to fill up the
vacant corners of the ships. The Charles had 22 bales of
cotton as cargo in 1630 and the Royal Mary 15 bales in 1639.
Then followed complaints of its dearness, but the price fell
abnormally from 10 and 12 to 4 and 5 mamudies per maund
in 1644. Even this reduced quotation was 50 per cent higher
than that of 1608-9.

1008 . . 4000 mamudies per candy.
Dottag fumins | 300200 i
During famine a ”
1644 . EBD-1Y "

Indian yarn* was imported into England by the Levant

1 MBH:L,]&I: 28 Fact, Vol. 162430, p. 212.
* Latiers Bood., P83 Fact., Vol lﬂlﬂ-ﬂtp}ﬂ.l’l‘ﬂ- 153,
157, 186 ; Vol. 162420, p. 64 ; Vol. 1630-33, pp. 4, 0.
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Company, so its import by the EIL Company was not o new
introduction. In October, 1614, it was decided to send £500
worth of yarn to England out of & cargo of £14,802, and 316
maunds were laden on the Heetor bound for Prisman and
Ticcoo, but she seems to have proceeded with this cargo to
England. The Company forbade the sending home of yarn
in 1618, while the Masulipstam factors advised to procure it
in their town whenee the Duteh were sending large quantities
to Holland. Yarn was abundant at Broach : 10 to 12 maunds
a day could be got by the English all the year round at prices
varying from 7 to 20 pice the seer fit for England. Its demand
grew so much that in case of failure in securing other goods,
yarn, either plain-reeled, as desired, or croas-reeled, was to be
sent home. In 1628 525 bales were sent to England. The
factors were afraid that this quantity would cloy the market,
but the Company reported it to be a profitable commodity.
¢ There is no fear,” wrote the Directors, “ of glutting the
market here by selling cotton yarn, for much ean be sold
than has ever yet come from India.” Order was given to
provide 600 or 700 bales annually in future. When large
investments began to be made at Broach, the weavers ** grew
into & mutiny, and combined smong themselves not to bring
any baftas to our house untill wee give them a writing not to
buy any more cotton yarne ; nor have they to this day. You
may not therefore expect such great quantities as required or
heretofore sent you, for except in this place (and here alsoe by
stealth doe wee in a manner gett itt into our house) it is not
to bee had."

It is sbundantly clear from this Surat letter that the
exports of yarn very much raised the price to the prejudice of
native weavers, and that scarcity of yarn was felt even in such
great manufacturing centres as Surat and Broach. The
prioes of cotton and yarn were reported as 12 and 23 mamudies
per maund at Surat, Broach snd Baroda, though yarn could
formerly be had at 16 mamudies per maund. This abnormal
rise was undoubtedly due to famine, so that in 1636 the price
went down to its normal level, The demand in England had
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much increased for the finer sort, as the workmen had of late
found many nses for it. The price of this quality of yarn in
India was given as 12-14d. per Ib,, while two years later,
in another letter dated November 27th, 1643, the price in
England of good yarn is quoted 2s. 9d. per Ib., meaning
thereby that the prices realised at home were 2} times
those given in India. Large investments were natural, but
the factors in India could not get a sufficient quantity of the
requisite quality. The Agra and Ahmadabad markets, too,
fell short of the desired quantity. Moreover, owing to the
large investments made by the Dutch, yarn was too dear.
Thereupon samples were obtained from Baroda, and these
being equalto, if not better than, what was procurable at Surat,
50 bales were purchased. It waus believed that Baroda would
be the best source of supply in future,

During the period of general depression the Company
ordered only small quantities as, for instance, 150 bales were
demanded in 1653. The demand was still further reduced on
the part of the Company, though the private merchants must
have imported large amounts of yarn. It is clear by this survey
that the demand for this commodity had very much increased
in England, and that there was often difficulty in securing
the requisite supply in the principal Indian towns, due un-
doubtedly to the intense demand for it in the country itself for
the purpose of manufacturing cloth.

Bugar. The cultivation of Indian sugar-cane was intro-
duced into various countries at different epochs, so the
foreign demand for Indian sugar must have from time to time
been curtailed. Most parts of Burope were supplied by the
Portuguese with Brazil sugars during the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, yet Indian sugar was not altogether
exeluded from Europe. The Levant Company used to supply
England with this article from Alexandris, and then the
E.I. Company began its import in the second quarter of the
seventeenth century, Mr, Aldworth found indigo, -white
powdered sugar and divers other stuffs fit for England at
Ahmadsbad in 1613. He intended to send some of these
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artioles for trinl at home. The price of sugar was then quoted
by him as Rs.2 per maund. The Surat sugar was reported as
*no commodity for England,” and the Ahmadabad kind was
also no good. However, sugar was sent home about the year
1628-29. The Directors complained that the consignment was
damaged, coarse and dear, and prohibited the Surat factors
from purchasing any more in future. The latter had already
despatched a quantity of the Agra kind by their last ships, and
had 178 bales containing 3028 maunds of the same st hand.
As it was not a very profitable concern, the Company allowed
their servants and mariners to trade in this commodity.
Although Indian sugur could hardly compete with the Brazil
kind in the Western world, yet small consignments continued
to be included even in the Company's investments all through
this period. We are told that Agra was then the chief centre
of sugar manufacture, and the best and the cheapest could be
had there in large quantities, although in Bengal it was
reported to be still better and cheaper. At the same time,
“ sugar being procurable in many places " a small trial was
desired to be made in each variety. Thus we find the English
factors exploring the various centres of sugar manufacture
in India for their requirements which, it is a pity, cannot be
determined now on account of the lack of necessary data in
the records.

Tea and Coffee. It is interesting to mention that neither
Linschoten nor Pyrard has referred to tea as a popular drink
of the Chinese. The former describes the use only in Japan,
where it was drunk by every man whether it be winter or
summer after meals. The Chinese are represented s drinking
wine made of rice and * brewed as we brew beer.” But it is
reasonuble to assume from the secounts of other travellers
that it was not universally used even in Japan. Master
Arthur Hatch, Minister, and Saris, writing about the meals
and drinks of the people, do not notice the use of tea, The
ordinary drink of the common people was hot water or a light
wine prepared by boiling water with rice. The earliest
reference is in a letter from Mr. R. Wickham, the Company’s
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Agent at Firando, who writing in 1615, to Mr. Eaton at Miaco,
asks for u pot of the best sort of Chaw. The Kuropean
residents at Surat some time after began to drink tea. It has
been stated by Mandelslo in his Travels that the English and
Dutch were entertained at their ordinary meetings with tes,
instead of which the Persians used coffee. There must have
been a growing custom of tea-drinking in India, as we find
that 20 maunds of tea were included in the goods landed at
Surat from Batavia in 1650, and all bought by two Surat
merchants, There is, however, no reference to tea being sent
to England.? _

The case is quite different with coffee. 1t was much used
by the Turks, Arabians, Egyptians and Persians in their own
country, and they continued this habit in other lands wherever
they settled. Its use was noticed by Linschoten,® Pyrard,?
Roe,* Terry® and others. Monfart (1610) would have us
believe that it was drunk from Turkey to Chins. According
to Terry, many of the people at Surat, who being strict in their
religion, drank no wine, used cohwa or coffee, ** a drink more
wholesome than pleasant.” The earliest reference in the
official carrespondence to coffee, besides that of Sir T. Roe, i
in Letters Received, Vol, I, p. 122. The English began to
deal in coffee about the year 1619, when Mr. Kerridge sent for
the Surat market 100 Surat maunds of the very best kind of
coffee from Mocha, which was brought to India in 1621. The
best report on its supply and demand is from the pen of Mr.
Kerridge, “ Regarding coffa, they state that only Mocha and
the places adjacent doth yield that seede, which serveth all
Turkey, Arabia, Persia and India.” According to him, the
seed and husk eould be bought at 11/11 and 6/6 mamndies
per maund and sold at 15 and 8/9 mamudies at Surat. Both

! Lotters Reod, I, pp. 144, 167; Purchas, E. 8, VoL X, p #4;
Hakluyt—Baris, p. 127; Harris, I, p. 765; Eng, Fact,, Vol. 1046-50,

P 230,
1 Eng. Fact., Vol. 1610-22, #0, 206, 306; Vol 162420, 1m,
ill:Mwll.m:Mmle&LF- &7,

» A 1810, Vol 1, p 172,

4 A0, 16156, Embassy, p. 32

¥ Terry, a.0. 1610, Purchas, E. 8., Val, IX, p. 21.
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were nsed for beverage, though the seed was better and
dearer than the other.

He sent samples of each sort to England. The English
used to carry coffee to Persia, Gombroon, Bassora, Surat and
even to Madras, but not to England up to 1680. The
Hollanders introduced its use in their own country, while in
England the first coffee-house was opened by Mr. Edwards, an
English Turkey merchant, in 1652,

British Exporis to the East

Woollens. The manufacture of woollen cloth was the
principal, if not the only, industry worth mentioning in
England at that period. Every attempt was consequently
made to encourage the export of woollens, as it also served to
reduce the export of bullion. The expanding market in the
East is evidenced by several early reports. In 1608 John
Raris demanded only 20 pieces of broadeloth for Bantam,
i.e. for the whole sphere of English influence at that time.
Next year Finch required 200 to 300 pieces of broadcloth,
besides kersies and baize, of which good quantities could be
sold at Surat and Agra. Then, the invoice of Thomas Ald-
worth for Surat alone was 1500 pieces, and he held out the hope
“ to vent 4000 cloths per annum.” The character of the cloths
required will be evident from the following invoice of Ald-
worth :—!

500 Venice red cloths whereof 30 or 40 stammels.

100 Popinjay greens, and light Em greens,

100 Straw colours, yellows and horse flesh.

100 Light blues, commonly called Hulings.

200 Murries in grave and other pleasant colours.

500 Pieces of Devon Kersies of the colours above said of 50s.

It seems that these large orders were sent without fully
realising the Indian demand. Some time after it was truly
represented that “ for the price of covid of our cloth a man
will there (at Surat) make himself two or three suits.” Cotton
fabrics were then and are now best suited for the Indian

' Lotters Reod., T, 240.
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monopoly very much reduced the profits. For instance, in,

1639 it was sold at 7} mamudies per maund. Even six years
later thie demand was slack, yet lead was here in better
request than in any of the adjacent countrics, The factors
did not invoice it for a year or two in the hope of raising its
price to 10 mamudies. In 1649-50 small quantities of the
metal were sold or bartered, but even Capt. Bridgman held out
no hope of selling any quantity in Bengal. Two years later
still, it was reported as the King's commodity, and the price
was 8 mamudies per maund. Thus throughout this period
of fifty years the price of lead remains almost constant, and
the demsnd much restricted on account of the monopoly
of its purchase. It was much used in making shot, packing
cloth or manufacturing red lead. The Indian Government
wanted the whole supply for its own use, and hence claimed
the right of pre-emption.

Quicksilver! was much employed from very sncient times
in making vermilion and medicines, and extracting silver
from its ores. Finch and Elkington both reported it to be
“ glways a vendible commodity.” The market could not be
“ glutted with what quantity can be attained in England.”
The price was stated to vary from 240 to 350 mamudies per
msund, but the reported discovery of a mercury ming
lowered the price to 200 mamudies. It was then feared that
“in a few years it will not countervail the charge of sending
hither.” The demand for foreign mereury was much reduced,
8o that the Company were informed that *“ one year or two
were better forborne thansent.”? Another mine was reported
to have been discovered near Lahore; there was also the
competition of the Portuguese and Dutch, who as usual
imported large quantities from the old source in China, and
again, it was found that the metal imported by way of Mochsa
was cheaper than the English could afford. Still, small
quantities continued to be sent for by the sea-route. In 1621

¥ Faot., Vol 1648-50, 7, 38; Kutilaya Arthasastra, o8
Lettars 1L, pp. @, B4, = B
? Letters Heod., IV, pp. 207, 337; V, pp. 106, 136
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& consignment was sold at 150 mammdies per maund, which
was equivalent to 4}s. per Ib. * Two thousand maunds will .
sell at pleasure,” was the report. From 1622 the demand
geams to he very great and the prices were very high, ranging
from Rs.80-98 in 1622 to Rs.120 in 1620 per maund,and 7s. 4d.
per 1b, in 1629.1 In other words, the prices varied between
205 and 300 mamudies per maund during these seven years.
This period of inflation was followed by a serious depression,
due to famine, wars and the competition of private English
merchants, but especially to the deliberate cutting down
of prices by the Dutch to beat down the English. They
sold it at Rs, 62-63 in 1630, 140 mamudies or Rs.60 per maund
next year, 4s. 6d. per [b. in 1632 and only 90 mamudies per
maund in 1633, Supplies were stopped for two years, small
quantities were ordered next, but profit was doubtful even in
December, 1638, However, the market recovered in 164547,
The Company were informed that ** the quicksilver was very
welcome, it being a rising commodity and not any to be sold
in town but yours.” There were offers of Rs.70-74 per maund
and s prospect of a still further rise in 1648, Large quantities
imported by the Dutch and Portuguese from China sent down
the price to Rs.60 per maund.? The English used to buy it
from Holland and even Italy, so it was difficult for them to
compete with their rivals, To put an end to English com-
petition in this branch, the Dutch prohibited its exportation
from their country in 1659.

Taking the metal group as a whole, it is evident that the
English could not extend their business in this line during this
first period of more than half a century, the chief reasons being
that there was a large supply of all metals from the Southern
Islands, China and Japan, und that the English were excluded
. from these markets on account of the exclusive control of the
commerce of those countries by other rivals.

Among articles not of the growth or manufacture of

1 From the Dutch Rocords, Series I, Vol 8, doc, 287, we Jearn that the
English had outdone the Dutch for some yoars in supplying India with load,
vermilion, and quicksilver, for which & da existed. a.m 1020,

¥ The Surst mannd wea first of 28 and later on of 33 M.



112 CHARACTER OF INDO-BRITISH TRADE

England but imported into India by the English, coral' and
ivory stand out prominently. Coral was much in demand
from very ancient times. Several varieties of it have been
spoken of in the Arthasastra of Kautilays, probably of the
fourth century before Christ. We have already seen s brisk
trade in it at various ports. Naturally the English were
interested in securing a share in its supply. Willism Finch
demanded “ some small quantity of red coral, the first for &
trial,” in 1609. Four yvars Iater Biddulph reported that
coral would prove a good commodity, and held out the hope
of selling & great quantity in Deccan where it was used for
burning with the dead. Thomas Aldworth confirmed all the -
points of his predecessor, and added that 300 chests were
usually brought from the Red Sea at a time and yet the
market was never glutted. Afterwards Elkington advised
the Company to send coral, as it would tend to a great profit,
This experimental period was s000 OVET. In 1616-17, when the
question of transferring the English headquarters from Surat
to Gogo, or Gogha, on the Kathiawar side of the Gulf of
Cambay arose, it was pointed out that the latter place was
not “so fit for the vent of three of onr main commodities,
which are coral, lead and teeth.” The report of Thomas
Kerridge is worthy of notice : * That from Mocha is of & -
paler hue, yet they spare not to furnish this place (Surat)
with ab least 300 chests at every return. You may bholdly
send by every shipping adventure, far greater quantities
than is now supplied, and rely on a competent gain by such
employment.”
The Surat merchants were naturally alarmed at the ever-
growing quantities imported by the English and Duteh
merchants. The Company were informed that the people of

ihtmuntrjrwm“inpurpmtnraﬁnqninhthnirnnmﬂ
out of the Red Sea, seeing ours so much better than theirs.”
The Indisn merchants petitioned the Prince fo prohibit the
nhlenfhrniplmllmdittfm'thﬂmpplythmnghth&
Buropeans. The local Governor forbade the landing of coral
+ Lattors Reod,, I, pp. 33, 307, 310; IIL, p. 10; TV, p 152
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from the English fleet. The English appealed against the
prohibitory order, and were given permission to sell their
coral at Surat or elsewhere for one year, provided they should
bring no more of it. Some time after, when they insisted on
selling coral in the Deccan, the SBurat merchants prohibited
the provision of calicoea to them, For a time they quietly
complied with the wishes of the Indian traders, but they did
not intend to give up such a profitable business without a
struggle. The question at issue was quite clear to the prince
and the people. We are informed that Prince Shah Jahan
flew into a rage at the sight of the royal order granting the
provisional permission referred to above, and tore it up stating,
*“ nothing else but the profitt and bread of his people could
content us.”"* No more significant testimony is required to
show the growing control by the Europeans of the carrying
and external trades of the country.

The English were not willing to submit to the restrictions
imposed on the importation of coral. They proceeded to
seize and plunder Indian ships. Dabul, Gogha, Diu and Surat
vessels easily fell a prey. These high-handed adventures were
followed by an ultimatum to the Governor of Surat for paying
up more than 200,000 mamudics for the various wrongs they
had suffered. The English piracies created consternation
among the merchants of the various ports ; the Dutch, too,
refused to give any assistance against the English; the
Governor had therefore to succumb to their demands. The
dispute was accommodated by the payment of a very large
sum, the purchase of the whole stock of coral in the hands of
the English, and by a compact for a complete liberty of trade
in future,

This was the beginning and the end of all troubles from the
Surat merchants. The days of their free and independent trade
with the African and Asiatic countries had almost passed away
by the presence and extensive dealings of the two European
nations in the Indian walers, and they sucoumbed to the inevit-
yot, g Pact, Vol. 1618-21, p. 326; Vol. 1622, pp 1, 31, 54, 130, 137,

1
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able. It was not merely the question of the provision of coral
that had been settled, but the right of free trade with Persia and
other countries had been secured and the privilege af importing
foreign goods into India on the same basis as the nationals of
Asiatic countries had been enjoying till then was obtained. The
latter meant the transference of one branch after another of the
Oriental trade into the hands of the Europeans on account of
their superiority ot sea.

The English share in this coral trade went on increasing,
until & brief stop was put to it by the wars in the Deccan.
However, it recovered in 1633, when three kinds of coral were
sold at Rs.8], Rs.9} and Rs.4 per seer at Surat, their prices
in England being 12s.~14s. 7d., 158. and 7s. per Ib, respectively.
This dealing gave a profit of about 80 per cent. (rains were
naturally variable ; three years before they could make only
37 per cent on Italian coral. A growing market was also
found at Masulipatam and Golcondah, where 20 or 30 chests
costing in England 14}s. per Ib. and selling at Masulipatam
at 100 pagodas the maund of 26 Ibs. were advised in 1636.
In the same year great prospects of its sale in China were
pointed out by Bornford, who undertook a voyage to Macao
“ 0 gain an entrance into the China trade.” The growth in
this branch is evident from the remark of the President of
the Surat Factory in 1639 that, next to broadeloth, coral was
“ the most staple and vendible commodity that Europe
produced.” The price was reported to be Rs,10} per seer
of 18 pice, & ** price not of lste years heard of.” During the
next few years we hear of sales of coral at Raybag, Bijapore,
Armagaon, Bhaktal, Cochin, Agra, in Bengal, and on all the
Malabar coast from Goa to Cape Comorin. The English had
the whole trade to themselves on account of the war between
the Dutch and Portuguese. In 1644 the price was 115 pagodas
per maund against 100 in 1636 at Masulipatam, and 4000 Ibs.
yearly were demanded for that market. However, the tide

' Bg, Fuck, Vol, 1634-30, pp. 204, 208, 236, 228 Vol 16448
E..mﬂ ;‘n; Lo Ban ot mdn?uuﬂmm sl 46,700 Eng:
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began to turn at the prospect of a peace between the two
nations, The Company were informed that * but now the
Portingules have peace and open trade, we may not expect
the like opportunity, since they will undoubtedly abundantly
supply those markets in the future.” After that year com-
plaints began to pour in as to coral remaining a dead com-
madity, so that in 1650 the Company were advised to stop
further supplies and most of the coral was got rid of at a
considerable loss, Yet it appears that the English continued
to hold the market on the Coromandel, while the Dutch and
Portuguese recovered their lost pisition on the Malabar const.

As to ivory! it has been seen that large amounts of it were
anmually imported into India by the Portuguese and many
Asiatic merchants who traded with the various countries of
Africa. When the English began to take the place of both
sets of importers, they turned their attention to this article
also. The first sale of ivory by an Englishman consisted of
two elephants’ teeth captured from an Indian junk. Two
years later, in 1611, an English ship brought to Surat
tusks, broadcloth, kerseys, says, tin and red Ilead.
The tusks were sold at 62} to 64 mamudies per maund in
1613. Next year their commodities of quicksilver, lead,
vermilion and teeth gave them such * reasonable profit,
beyond their computation™ that greater quantities were
advised from home. Tt is strange that the English eould
make large profits on ivory brought from England; the
African supply must have given tremendous gains to the
importers. The wars in the Indian waters dislocated the
Persian and African trade, and thus reduced the necessary
supplies of ivory. In 1622 the price obtained at Nawpes, near
Burhanpur, was Rs.32 per maund of 43 seers, but Rs.45 per
Akbari maund at Agra. Ivory ceased to be brought into
India by the English from 1630 to 1648, The prices were very
uncertain, because they depended upon irregular supplies
from Mozambique and Malinda. A Surat letter of 1646 states
that “ elephants’ teeth are constantly in these parts a staple

' Eng. Fact, Vol 164345, p. 230; Vol. 1646-00, pp. 200, 201 ; Vol,
1651-4, p 67. ik
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commodity. The sorts formerly sent from England are now
fetching Rs.30 per maund of 40 seers, which is about 2s. per
Ib. : and in England they will cost 10s. or 11s. per owt."t
The usual price at Ahmadabad was reported Rs.32-34 only.
The above prices hardly left any profit, so the imports of
ivory were slways very small during this period.

* Eng, Faet., Vol. 1622-23, pp. 8, 108 Vol. 1646-50, p. 8.




CHAPTER ¥V

THE ANGLO-INDIAN TRADE
(1668-1707)

Nature of the Data. The first period of infaney, dependence
and disappointment is succeeded by one of unbounded energy
in all directions of the Company’s business. The brillisnt
success of that body excited the envy of the mercantile
classes in England and attracted many adventurous spirits
to the East as “ interlopers ™ or " pirates.” In India, too,
the Company’s business was much depressed by cumbersome
restrictions, heavy transit duties and other undue levies. It
will be seen how the Company struggled hard against both
sets of difficulties and how it came out successful in both.
Notwithstanding those long struggles fought out in India as
well as at home, the Company did mightily succeed in firmly
building up the English trade with the East.

The data for the earlier part of this second period are not
available in any published record, hence the returns for the
export trade have been compiled from the Manuscript Letter
Books of the Court in the India Office. The Court Books and

: Marine Records, too, occasionally afford very valuable

material. The annual values of bullion and merchandise
compiled for the years 1667-73 differ from the account
presented to Parlisment by the Company. The diserepancy

* is probably due to the inelusion or exclusion of a ship or ships

in a different year from the one taken by the latter. The

ships mentioned in an April letter, 1660-61, might sail in May ;

in such a case they should actually be included in the returns

for the year 1661-62, but in my account which is identical with

the one preserved in the Court Book 20a, they have been
uz
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accounted for in the year 1660-61. I have followed the
Letters throughout up to 1681-82, the last year for which
regular returns of the cargoes of East-bound ships are given in
those Records. The Minutes of the Court also do not afford
any regular material for the following years, hence separate
returns for money and merchandise cannot be made out for
the period! succeeding the year 1681-2.

Development of Export Trade

It has been remarked that when the Company resumed
their trade on the confirmation of their exclusive charter,
in 1657, they showed an unprecedented activity. During
six and one-third years, from January, 1658, to April, 1664,
they sent out eighty-four ships to the East on which were
exported in -

Prodaco aud masufactares * 330,08 ) = 9917

Their business was, however, very much curtailed on
account of the outbreak of war with the Dutch. In the next
three years the Company’s trade consequently remnined in a
low state. Only nine ships could be despatched with small
amounts of money and merchandise. The annual average for
this period of three years was £14,000 for money against
£117,400 and £18,000 for goods against £41,000 of the previous
six years. Taking the fat and lean years together, the average
annial investment during the nine years was

3600 | . in ety b= £121,000 in fotal exports

After the cessation of hostilities, great enthusiasm was
shown in increasing the volume of trade, In the next seven
years ninety-nine ships sailed to the East with £1,165,311 in
treasure and about £600,000 in goods and merchandise of the
growth and manufacture of England. It implied an average
of £166,473 per annum for bullion, which sum is 193 per cent
of the average of the previous nine years. The annual average
of exports in merchandise was doubled as compared to the
preceding period of nine years. This annual exportation of

1 Bee Appendices A and B on pp. 206-T infra. 1
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about £253,000 stands in marked contrast to the past career of
the Company, when the sum total of the Company’s exporis to
India rarely amounted to £100,000 in any one year previous to
1657 and in some years did not amount to even £25,000,

Comparing the septennisl returns of 1667-74 with those of
1617-24, which years were marked by a great expansion of
the Company’s trade, it will be observed that the amount
of trade as represented by exports had developed to about
2}-fold at the end of sixty years, while the annual average for
goods alone in the two septennial periods stood at £30,000
and £35,500 respectively. It meant that the Company had
succeeded in creating an increasing demand in the East for
British woollens and other goods. Although it had to fight
against odds at home and abroad for its very existence, it not
only kept open the Eastern market for England, but, with all
the might, wealth and grandeur of the Dutch, was also
suceessful in supplying greater quantities of Indian products
to the countries of the Continent. Sir Josiah Child in his
spirited defence of the East India Company justly maintains
and demonstrates that ““ the East India Trade is a most (if
not the most) profitable and beneficial trade to the Kingdom.”
“It is a trade,” says he, “that takes off a considerable
quantity of our Native Commodities for our consumption, at
the cheapest rates.

That brings us some commodities for further Manu-
facture,

That furnishes us with large quantities of goods for foreign
markets.

That gives employment to, and so maintains, great numbers
of English Shipping.

That occasions the building of more ships of burden and
foree, fit for warlike service, and defence of the Kingdom,
than any other trade.

That brings & considerable Revenue to His Majesty's
Exchequer by Customs, and the greatest addition to the
Kingdom's Stock.™!

! The E.L Trade, p. 6, published 1677 ; LO. Tracts, 486,
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Buch were the undeniable advantages of the India trade,
which on s moderate computation was adding directly to the
stoek of the Kingdom £500,000 in one year.! We have seen
how merchants other than the shareholders of the Company
were keen in securing a share in that profitable trade, how the
Company, too, were bent upon preserving to themselves the
exclusive right of their Charter, and what a severe struggle
ensued on the pressing problem.

Notwithstanding the bitter controversy restarted in the
"eighties on the necessity or otherwise of carrying on the
Oriental trade by means of an exclusive Joint-Stock Company,
the hue and ery raised by the Company’s opponents against
the importation of calicoes, silks and even raw silk to the
detriment of British manufactures, and the ever-increasing
share of free merchants and factors in that trade, the last
quarter of the century is marked by a distinct advance in the
Eastern trade. The prosperous condition of the Company is
evidenced by the very high prices of the India Stock, which
were 245 in 1677, 300 in 1683 and 560 to H00 in 1685.

For the eight years from 1674-75 to 1681-82 the exports to
India were valued at £3,822,000, or on the average at £477,710
per annum. This means an advance of sbout £326,000
per annum, or of 89 per cent compared with the seven

i The ealeulstion of Sir Josish Child can be represented in o tabular
torm thus :—

Indian imports into England—value . . 860,000
Emuumilntm,!uﬁmdﬂhwimdudnuud 2 . 60,000
Net Importa by tha Co. . . . 500,000

imported in dl;i; trade by uﬂwmﬂ and
and such-like commodities m e mm
Total Imports . . . . 1,060,000
Exports to the Indies by the Compan . s s 430,000
Exports to the Indies lfpriﬂ.h h-uhr « s s« 120000
50, (0

Emthnmdnlmhﬁﬁmmu-ddiﬁmtuthmﬂunﬂiﬂlﬁd

TIHE. Thrr‘.h‘hhm
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years immediately preceding 1674-75, and amounts to nine
times the average for the first quarter of the seventeenth
century.

The net result of our survey for the last twenty-four
years, from 16568 to 1681, is represented in a tabular form
below :—

Company’s Exports to the East (Thousand £).

Periods. Gooda. Money. Total valos
16565-86 inolusive 312 776 1089
166773 4 1168 1770
167481 728 3003 E L |

Ageregate 164 GO B4ERD

In other words, the exports in money and merchandise during
this period amounted on an average to £278,000 per annum in
round numbers. Although the treasure was proportionally as
large as formerly, being in the proportion of three to one in
merchandise, there is little doubt that a far greater demand
had been crested for English goods in the East.

8o far as the course of the export trade in the following
years is concerned, it is necessary to recall the fact that neither
the Letter Books nor the Court Minutes afford us regular data
for the cargoes of the outgoing ships as they do for the
twenty-four years which have been previously dealt with.
Oceasional returns are available, but they are useless in con-
structing a consecutive history of the Company’s commerce.
However, we are not altogether deprived of them.

Expansion of Exports

From the year 1680 regular statistics of British exports into
the Indies have been preserved from the general wreck! by
Moreau and Macgregor. Separate particulars of the exports
of bullion and merchandise are, however, not available up to
1708, nor have any particulars been preserved regarding the
private trade with those parts. The defective character of
these returns has been discussed at large in the Appendix,®

! Beo Appendix B, p. 207, * Tegister of ships in Part T, p. 333,



122 THE ANGLO-INDIAN TRADE

and yet they have to be accepted for the years 1682 to 1697
inclusive by reamson of the absemce of anything better.
Moreau's statistics for the subsequent ten years have been
corrected in the light of the figures compiled in the Appendix
from records of the Old and New Companies. A third
set of returns has also been compiled from the Custom
House Books for these years, those for the earlier period not
being available.

On the basis of the returns compiled in the shipping list
from 1658 to 1681-82 and 1698 to 1707 inclusive and that of
Macgregor’s for the years 1682-97, the values of the export?
trade (through the channel of the Chartered Companies) with
the East are stated below in decennial periods :—

Dvoenninl Totals
Yearn. {Thousand £),
165567 1205
1668-T7 08
10TR-4T 4004
1688-07 2408
1608077 BEn

17,561 Total for fifty years

These figures bear a distinct testimony to the expanding
activities of the Company. While the amounts of specie and
merchandise in the first decade stood at £1,295,000, they rose
to 2}-fold in the next and to 4-fold during the third decade,
giving an average of little less than £500,000 per annum
within & comparatively small period of twenty years. The
Company had, no doubt, succeeded in building up a very
extensive trade with the East. The abnormal growth of the
third decade is also to be accounted for by the fact that the
Company had in those years launched & bold scheme of
making conquests in Banda, Bengal and Chittagong. Conse-

¥ Ben pp. 206-7, 344-51 for the data.

* This sum is made up of the following amounts :—

£
3,950,721 0ld Company’s exporis.
1,476,707 New Company’s in 1606-96—1701-2
176,352 Less mhl:;que- in 1702-3—1T07-8,
243,945 Less in Macgregor's in 1098-00—1700-1.

5,855,725 Actunl total for 1698-1707,
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quently more ships, specie and warlike stores were despatched
during those years. A depression was but the inevitable
reflex. the inexorable result of the abortive militarist adven-
tures of the Company, and it was accentuated by the long
European War on the one side and the vigorous attacks of the
public and Parliament on the exclusive privileges of the
Company on the other.! In that period of acute distress and
financial bankruptey the exports of the Company shrank
down to half of the previous decade.

On the contrary, the last decade is charncterised by an
extraordinary expansion of Indo-British trade. For the first
years when the Old and New Companies tried to worm each
other out of trade their investments were very large, but the
profits were comparatively small. The exporis speedily went
down in 1703 after their amalgamation, yet the general
average remained high in spite of the European War. Separate
returns for money and goods are not availuble in the records
of both the Companies for thirteen years, but so far as the
total amount of exports is concerned it averaged at £585,500
pounds per apnum. What s remarkable progress is indicated
by these figures, when we remember that the English exporls
to the East for fifty-seven years since the establishment of that
trade to 1657 were appromimately equal to the amounts remitted
in the ten years from 1698 fo 1707 ! Yet this is not the true
slory.

Full details for the export trade of this last period of ten
years are fortunately available in the Books of the Custom
House. From the annual accounts of exported specie and

1 Pamphleta againat the E.I Co, —

Refleations w the Enst Indis and Royal African Companles, by

s iag by Roger Coke, Landon, 1006,

A ireatise cerning the thon, ete.,
mimmuﬁgmnﬁ:mﬁhﬁmm.mmm

Roasons for constituting & New East India Co. in Londen, anonymous
mddnulﬂgmhhn'rﬂlmbﬂmlIWnDdlm
lmtlﬂhm-h—hmdmmnjngmmhdi-Tndn.mymmlmdm.
'thﬂqmm:nﬁMmmmm
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goods compiled from these books in the note below,! it will be
seen that goods of the value of more than £600,000 per annum
had been sent to the East during these years, while the exports
of specie came up very nearly to £500,000 per annum, and the
total amount of gold and silver for the nine years was £4,475,000
against £5,437,000 m goods, giving us an average of £1,101,000

yeor.

Thus the balance of trade was mightily upset in these years.
While the amount of bullion exported in the twenty-four years
from 1658 to 1681 was thrice that of goods, the same fell to
82 per cent during the last decade. Never before was so large
a proportion of merchandise exported out of England to
the East.

It has previously been seen that the total exports of the
two Companies as given in their records amounted to 5-8
million pounds. The Custom House, however, registered
about £11,000,000. It is evident that this excess of exports
was handled by private merchants. It means that private
trade had assumed such large proportions as fo approzimately
equal the trade of the Company. It will have been perfectly
clear that to arrive at the real extent of the total English
export trade with the East during these fifty years we should
also reckon the large but unknown quantities of gold, silver,
coral, amber and other merchandise exported by the mariners
and officers of each ship, the * free ” merchants, the clan-
destine traders and the * separate”’ traders. According to

! (fficial Exports from 1698 to 1710,

Years, Bpacia, Goada,
1608 399,230 451,108
1609 32,700 7,116
1700 507,683 032,275
1701 725,503 BT.057
2 410,762 498,247
1703 451,277 554,264
1704 Joz002 406,450
1705 Not available
1706 231,540 268,734
1707 313,283 360,258
1708 262,450 073,376
1700 B0 460 74,826
1710 228,102 354413
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8ir J. Child, the proportion of private trade to the Company’s
trade about the year 1675 was 2 : 7, butifs amount must have
gone on increasing with the extending indulgence of the
Company in permissive trade and the growing number of ships
sent out, It cannot really be accounted at less than one-half
of the Company’s trade from 1678 to 1697, while from 1658
to 1677 the average ratio between the two trades can be taken
to be as 1:4. That during the last decade it equalled the
Company’s trade has already been shown. On these assump-
tions the aggregate value of the whole English export trade
with the East can be approximutely represented by the
following sums :—

British Exports to the East.

Value of
Exporta
Thousands),
Yearn, £ Remarks,
1658-16581 F . BEBD Co.'s.
1670 Private, asyumed as § of the Co. s
1882-1847 - . Hag Co."s.
2516 Printn,nmduiu!thn{h't
1898-1707 . " fol2 Both Co.'s and Private.

Total for fifty years . EBE

An analysis of the foregoing figures shows that, in spite of
the violent fluctuations in the exports of money and goods
sent to the East, the yearly average amounts to more than
£500,000 sterling for the half-century from 1658 to 1707. It
stands in sharp and pleasant contrast to the preceding fifty-
seven years of the infancy of the Anglo-Oriental trade when
the annual average touched the maximum smount of £100,000.

During the second half of the eentury, too, the first decade
could not claim more than £150,000 in any case per year in the
exports to the East, but in the last decennium the trade
attained o height that startles the most optimistic student.
The exports actually increased to £1,100,000 per annum. This
rapid rise in the face of the inexorable Dutch competition
could not but be a matter of unalloyed satisfaction to the

English nation.
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That it is 4 modest estimate and rather tends to an under-
valuation of the English trade with the East cannot be
doubted. The writer of “ S8ome Considerations " maintained,
without quoting his source of information, that within forty
years from 1663 to 1703 the exports of coin and bullion
to the East Indies had been £24,000,000 against £2.000,000
to Denmark and Sweden and £10,000,000 to France.
These figures afford an eloquent testimony of the para-
mount importance of the Indo-English trade even in those
days.

Repeated protests were heard from numerous writers on the
ceaseless inrush of Indian calicoes and silks and the conse-
quent prevention of the consumption of English and European
manufactures, the increasing unemployment and impoverish-
ment of the people, the continual exhaustion of Europe and
the generous enrichment of the people of India, Dr, D'Avenant
computed the gold and silver bronght into Europe during
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries to be £800,000,000,
and reckoned that £150,000,000 of it had been carried away
and sunk in the Bast. * From whence I have reason to
conclude,” writes he, “ that the European nations had been
richer by a full third than they are, if that trade had never
been discovered and undertaken.”

What sums out of the large amount of money and merchan-
dise exported by the Company were directly absorbed by India,
und what share was appropriated by other Asiatio countries,
cannot be definitely stated. Our shipping list offers all the
necessary information for the years 1658-81 and 1698-1707.
No separate and consecutive returns for the intervening
period are available on the volume and distribution of trade
in the various centres of the Company’s activities.

Distribution of Trade
From the study of the detailed annual statistics, which have
been relegated to Appendix D of this chapter, it appears that
the amount of shipping sent to Surat and Bantam is approxi-
mately equal, being eighty-four ships in all of 32,000 tons to
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each place in the twenty-four years from 1658 to 1681. This
gives an avernge of 3} ships of 1333 tons per annum
to ench of those fwo factories. On the other hand, the
Coromandel coast and the Bay of Bengal together clnimed
112 ships of the total burden of 43,000 tons, or 43 ships of
1766 tons burden per year. That is, 70 per cent of all the
shipping sent out of England iwas in the first instance meant for
India and only 30 per cent to all other places in Ama. The
result of these twenty-four years’ shipping statistics is
summarised below :—

Placen.  Total tonnage. Shipa per year. Per cent.
g:nhm . . g.um g 30 outaido India
rat . St .
Coast and Bay 43,000 4'} ORI

An altogether different story is told by the returns of
exports, since by fur the largest amount was invested in India.
While it received 88 per cent of all the exports in money and
goods, other Astatic places claimed only 12 per cent. Then
Surat’s share was 33 per cent of the whole, and the remain-
ing 55 per cent were despatched to the Coast and Bay.
But the disparity becomes more remarkable in the relative
consumption of treasure and goods in each of the three
centres :—

The Percentage Proportion of the Shares of each Cenire in
Borat, Coast and Bay. Bantam.

Total Bxporta . 33 85 120
Mowsy o e 58 B 1267
Goods . % - 03 25 12%,

That is, 64 per cent of all the treasure sent to the Indies was
spent on the Coromandel coast and in Bengal, and only one-
fourth of the English merchandise could be disposed of in
these two extensive portions of India. The position was
almost reversed in the case of Surat. It took over 63 per cent
of the goods and only 24 per cent of the specie sent out to the
East. On the other hand, Bantam and all other places outside
India could take no more than 12 per cent of each of the
two items. (See Appendix E on p. 269.)
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This unequal distribution becomes still more conspicnous if
we find out the percentage proportions of the specic and goods
despatched to each centre separately. Ttappearsthat the Coast
and Bay received 89 per cent in money and the rest, 11 per
cent, in goods ; the two quantities in the case of Bantam were
related to each other as 77 : 33 ; while in Surat, which con-
sumed the largest proportion of goods, the ratio of treasure to
merchandise was raised to 56:44. English woollens and
metals found very little market in Bengal or on the Coro--
mande] side, but they readily made their way into the Mogul
Empire through Surat, the Gate of India, In one word, the
ratio of specie to goods in each of those places was for—

Hurnt. Coast and Bay. Bantam.
06z 44 86 11 T1:33

No statistical information on the relative distribution of
money and goods can be traced out for the succeeding years
up to 1697. Tt is, however, certain that on acconnt of the war
with the Mogul and the expulsion of the English from Bantam,
still greater smounts must have been spent in India up to 1690
According to our shipping list, in the nine years from 1653 to
1690, inclusive, only 18 per cent of the total tonnage de-
spatched from England to the East was destined for places
outside Tndia, and the remaining 82 per cent was meant for
India alone.

Ninety-one ships were actually sent to India with a
burden of 39,870 tons in all, while some twent¥-nine ships
with o tonnage of about 8700 tons sailed to Priaman, Ton-
queen, ete. Thus the proportions in the two periods stand
as below :—

Years. Surst.  Coast and Bay, Bantam.
16520 o ! 18 ot shipping

Furthnmtsizywmthedmihuferpnrhtaﬂunhhw
that its share in English exports—both goods and money—
during this short period had risen to 38 per cent uith?whnh
upmmﬂt,thwghthumywymﬁmufahpﬂﬂ




pe—

THE ANGLO-INDIAN TRADE 129

tonnage respectively had fallen down to 32 and 34} per cent
of all the shipping sent to the Indies in this period.

It will have been obvious now that in the whaole period of
forty wears the Company’s business was almost wholly
centred in India. Up to the year 1681 only 12 per cent of all
the English exports to the East were spent out of India, while
in the succeeding sixteen years the share of other Asiatic
countries, on the evidence of the shipping returns, could be
assumed to have shrunk down to approximately half of the
above-mentioned proportion. But a big surprise awaits us in
the next decade. In the absence of definite statistics it could
not be fully realised how the excessive duties imposed upon
calicoes and musling on the one hand, and the prohibition of
Indian silks since 1698 on the other, enormously modified the
channels of Indo-British commerce, The relative distribution
of this trade suddenly changed its course. From 1698 to 1707,
inelusive, 160 ghips of the burden of 55,700 tons were sent out?
to the East, but only 85 were directly destined for India, and
the rest had gone to Prisman, Fort York, and China. The
practies of annually sending four or five ghips to China was
begun in these years, When these ships returned from that
country, one generally went to unload its Chinese wares in
Bengal, the other to Fort 8t. George, the third to Burat,
sometimes a fourth to Mochs, and the fifth to England. These
three or four vessels afterwards sailed for England Iaden with
Indian and Arabian commodities. Thus it 15 evident that the
actual proportion of townage for India had much more
inoreased than has been shown above. Still, so far as the
appropriation of English exports is concerned, the share of India
had undovbledly been very much reduced.

The proportions of exports and tonnage to the East during
this last decade are given side by side for comparison :—

Per cent Por cent

Flaces. Exporta. Tonnage.
Surat - - - d 24
OwsbandBay : . . . &% 18
COutside India . 5 5 40

In other words, thnlhmuimnmulﬂluthlnlndmm

! Bes pp. 366~ infro.
K
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exports had risen from

28 per cent, and in tonnage from 18-30 to 40 per cent during
this decade. There are, however, ong or two factors to be
taken into account in arriving at the actual proportions, As

pointed out before, the

supply Indis ss well as England with Chinese goods.

of sending money and

ships with money and a amall quantity of merchandise were
usually first sent to China to buy goods and gold for the Indian
markets, After the disposal of these goods at Surat, Fort 8t.
George, Caleutta, or Hugly, the proceeds were invested in

Indian commadities fit

times went out of England direct to Mochs, Persia, or

§-12 per cent in the previous years to

Chinese trade had been developed to
Instead

English goods direct to Indis, three

for England. Similarly, & ship some-

Maldives, took a lading of the articles fit for Surat, disposed
them st & profit there and carried back Indian commodities to
England. Although the direct English exports to India were

thus lessened, yet the

moneys available for investments in

returns of exports. For instance, we should add the money

paid by the Company

inEnglnu&‘fﬂrthubﬂlnufaxuhlﬂﬁﬂ

drawn upon it from the various centres in India for sums
borrowed by its agents from Englishmen resident in the East.
The moneys earned by employing ships on freight and for

convoys of native shippi

ng were not less considerable. Then'to

the profits made on exported goods and in Eastern commercs
are to be added the customs of Gombroon, consulage, and
other profits there. Consequently it is highly essential in
presenting the true proportions and amounts of i

exports appropriated by various centres that account should
be taken of these hidden and indirect imports! and sources of

the Company’s income.
Character of English

Exports. Having studied the course

n!thnwtaﬂngihhaxpummthemn.mpmodiﬂ

analyse the character of

1 Lotter Bk, X, p. 194

Aetailed returns of exports and

gection arm based.

Mmmwmw.

Ses the rpndﬁ!lwhhm!uth
Hpﬂn:tpmwﬁnhthmhmdﬂh
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The main articles of the produce and manufacture of England
in this half a century, as in the previous one, were lead, iron,
and woollens; while quicksilver, vermilion, corsl, and
elephants’ teeth were first prooured from Europe and Africa
and then sent on to India for sale. As can be expected from
the growing volume of trade, far greater quantities began to be
sent out than had ever been despatched before 1657. For
instance, adding up the various items of the detailed sccount
of the cargoes of ships sent by the Company in the four years
of 1655-56, we find that the total value of merchandise was
only £7425, which was distributed as follows :—

(foods Exported from 1653 fo 1656,
£

Broadeloth . : : 1854
Lead . 2 . : 1728
Vermilion . ; - HB3
Quicksilver . : - 2211
Miscellanecus ¥ K ™o

This was & period of unparalleled slomp in the Company’s
business, and hence the foregoing value does not represent the
normal course of trade, yet it is most interesting for showing
the relative importance of the different goods.*

Thus the annual value of exported merchendizo in the four
years of an acute depression in the Company’s trade was
morely £1856. Out of this one-fourth was invested in eloth,
Things, however, changed very rapidly after 1657. In the
next five years £2558,000 worth of merchandise, or 26 per cent
of the total exports, was despatched to the East. Then the

! Letter Bk, L

Here it is well to recall & fow salient facts reganding the amount of
merchandise exported in the sarlier period :—

1625 Total money and goods wern £80,000 ; 25 stammelles,
Rﬂ qmu,mm wers proposed to be sent,  Court
T o 146,

1633, 'Total more than £80,000 ; woollens and cloth, £6750 out of the
total goods worth £18,057. Eng. Fact., Vol. 1030-33, p. 286,

1840, 320 clotha to Burat and Bantam, Court Bk, 17, p. 134,

1648. 200 cloths, 400 pigs of lead, 7 tons of teeth and S0 chests of
quicksilver sent gut. Court Hk., 22, pp. 29, 50, 72,

1850, 200 cloths, 20 chests of coral, £330 worth vermilion and teeth
ware sent out.
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following quinquenniunm, though characterised by another
depression on account of the Anglo-Dutch War, shows the
progressive tendency visible in the preceding period. For the
five years of 1664-68 full details of exported goods with the
prices at which they were bought by the Company &ré
e in the Home Miscellaneous, Yol. 15, of the Indis
Office.? They differ here and there from the returns -
in the Letter Books, and hence there are discrepancies in the
total values of goods shown in the following table and those
stated in the chart of annual exports which appears a8 an
appendix to this chapter.®

Value of the Articles Exported in the Years 166468

Articlos 1604-65 1066-00 1600-67 1867-68 1068-69 Totak

: £ £ £ £ £ [

Woallena . lopos 15,734 ai3 93046 18636  BR26T

Load . - . 3.3 o E) ops 7046 6,24 17,800

Tim . . = — —  40m0 588 10,114
Coppar A . 2508

Coral 1,121 477 102 — 13066 16,568

——_——._o---__—__—-

Total . . 27787 L0819 3,104 04,123 08,6600 184,302

On these figures it is obvious that in these five years goods
worth 184} thousand pounds were exported to the Indies, out
of which woollens and other cloth were worth above £68,000;
metals and vermilion £85,600, coral £16,500, and the various
artioles like sword-blades, knives, medicines, musk, alum,
brimstone, mirrors, glassware, paper, shots, provisions, et
cost about £14,000 in all. In other words, the ratio of goods
mﬁnula:purhhndrhen&umﬂﬁpumtoi the last quin-
quennial period to 39 per cent; while 37 per cent of the
goods wmincluth.iﬁ{mzmntinmahh,nndthnrﬂi
covered all other commodities. In the succeeding years net
only did the exports swell to large proportions, but relatively
flrgtﬂturqulnﬁﬁlolclnﬂlwmmttolnﬂiﬂ. The

' Pp. 1-116. “Lppnﬂh.lnup.m'
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following are the details of the shipment of cloth and other

goods from 1676 to 1685 :—
£

Broadeloth and other woollens 1676 48,0684
" " " 1677 62,445

- " 1678 24,764

™ " " 1679 32013

" " " 1680 G et
Total eloth and woollens . . laTa-80 210472
Other goods, stores, ete. . . lo76-80 194, 6400
Total . % . - . 405,118

Cloth and woollens . - . 1681 4, 8055
" = 1542 42,630

" " 10ED 24,448

" " 1as4 47827

" 1685 45,414

Total eloth and woollens . . l881-B5 958,174
Other goods, atores, ote. . . 168185 167 440
Total . i i » ¥ 445,614

It should be remembered that various methods were
adopted by the Company in this period to enlarge the export
of woollens and other English goods. For instance, the factors
in India were ordered to oblige the merchants connected with
the Company to take these goods in payment for half the
merchandise supplied by them to the Company; serious
efforts were made to procure pepper in exchange for English
goods in the Malabar factories ; and orders were also sent to
dispose the goods at their cost price in India and China, so that
the necessity of exporting money be minimised to the lowest
extent. It was by these means that the proportion of woollens
to other goods had soared to 52 per cent in the quinquennium
of 1676-80 and 58 per cent in the following five years against
37 per cent in the quinquennium of 1664-68.

' Tn the Journals of the Houss of Commons, X1, pp. 50 and 110,
& mention of the * Account of E.L Goods Imported between 10675 and 1685,
and of another * Account of the E.I Goods Exported to the E. Indies for
ton yours ending 1885 mwumwhmmmm
Domestie, James 11, v, 104, and has been reproduced from Beott's
Joint-Btock Companies, 11, p. 137,
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Not only did the proportion become so high, but the annual
value showed a considerable inerease in the following
manrner :—

Awverage Annual Value of Woollens Exported to India.
£

106458 inclusive . . 13,000
la76-80 LT A0
1651-85  , - . BLE3S

As the succeeding years are known to have been marked by a
great trade depression produced by the long European War, the
quantities of exported goods could not be so large as in the
ten years just reviewed. Yet to satisfy the popular demand
the Company were obliged by their charter of 1693 to annually
export English goods to the value of £100,000.1 The
incorporation of such & clause in the charter is in itself a
strong proof of the growing volume of the English exports to
the East. The House of Commons was informed by the
Company that in 1691 and 1692, cloth and other goods of the
value of £100,000 were sent to the East,? while for the follow-
ing three years the value was mentioned as £306,265.8 The
export of woollens seems to hgve suffered a set-back. It
appears from an account of woollen cloth sent to Indis from
December, 1684, to December, 1699, that in these fifteen years
cloths of the estimated value of £431,864 in all were sent by

the Company as under :—
Longeloth . 3 " . 40482 pieceat
Short cloth . & - . 385 .
Emhh eloth 5 E 2 e .
sashios, kersies, ete. . o0l
Total ... #4420 picces = 16,417 Tha of
= mpmﬁ’ nhldm

This account can be supplemented by the official values of
the principal commodities as recorded in the Books of the

1 Court Bk., 37, pp. 37, 42.
* Court Bk., 36, p. 106,
* Court Bk., 30, p. 104,
-W.mlm British Mux, 816, M. 11-K. Cf. Home
Misc., Vol. 40, p. 122,




THE ANGLO-INDIAN TRADE 136

Custom House and compiled for the first time in the Appendix.*
The aggregate values of various items with their percentage
proportion to the sum total of all exports are given below to
show the remarkable progress made in this period :—

Offieial Values of Exports from 1698-1T710.

Articles, Total Value. Percentage of the whole.
Woollena . - : . £1,077,668 6TH
Iron, English - 5 46,203 4
Iron, Foreign . B ® 27487
Lead . . . . 79580 4
Coral, Forolgn . 5 s 20, T8 1
Miscellancous . - . Gl6,051 a3
L], 880,655

As the official values were in almost all cases, especially
during war-time, below the market prices, the preceding sums
fall far short of the actual value of the goods sent to the East.
Henee the real progress was still more rapid than is revealed by
these figures.

It 1= clear that the annual average for woollens had gone up
to £89,806 as compared to £46,864 in the decennium of
1676-85, A comparison of the two most brisk periods of the
fifty years from 1660 to 1710 ehows that a remarkable change
had been wrought in the relative and pesitive values of
woollens and other goods. The situation in the two periods
will be realised at a glance from the following table :—

Per cent Incroase

z 1676-85. 1098-1710. of II over L.
Anntal value of gooda . . . ER6,073 £156,5657

B3
- w woollems . . S46,804 £50,506 ol}
Ratio of woollens to goods . . BBz 100 68 ; 100

On the evidence adduced in the previous section it is
evident that about one-eighth part of these exports could be
disposed of outside India, and the rest, 88 per cent, was
consumed in India alone !

1 Appendix O on p. 208,



CHAPTER VI
THE VOLUME AND CHARACTER OF IMPORTS

Tug whole period of fifty years from 1658 to 1707 is more or
less blank with regard to the regular returns of the values of
imports. The names of the ships which arrived from the East
lnden with Indian and Chinese goods can be found out from
the manuscript Lettors and Minutes of the Court or the Home
Miscellaneous Series at the India Office, but neither the cost,
nor real values, nor even the estimated values of their cargoes
are available except for a few years only.! Hence the regular
course of trade cannot be presented here. There are, however,
available annual sale lists of the imported goods with the
prices at which they were put up for sale by the Company, and
also the annual orders of the Court sent to their factors in
the East for providing goods for home. These two sources
have been utilised for showing the growth of the Eastern trade
with England.

This half a century is uhmntarmcd by rapid progress in
Oriental imports. Their value? in 1662-63 was £384,671 and
rose to £432,869 in 1668-69, but very considerable progress

“was made in the following years. In the Whitehall Report

(a.p. 1697) upon the Foreign Trade of England we are
informed that from the year 1670 to 1688 the importations
amounted upon the sale in England to about one million
?Wﬂdllkrﬁqpnmum.qfwﬁ:dmmw“wﬂf
which arrived in London in the 1074 and
lﬂﬁm ome Miscellaneous, Vol. 15, pp. [-40, A list of
Nrm%hﬁmmmwﬁmmWhﬂlﬂl
T!ﬂhth'ﬂunlm al. 40,
* Hritish Museum Manusoript, Sloane, 2,002, p. 108.
Laa




VOLUME AND CHARACTER OF IMPORTS 137

re-exported,  Later figures of the Company’s annual sales are
not available, In fact, when the Commissioners had no
statistics before them up to the year of their report (1697),
it is almost impossible to restore them now. We can, however,
confidently assert that an unprecedented advance was made
in the import trade during the period of the co-existence of the
two Companies, It must have been commensurate with the
extraordinary inflation of monetary exports from England.
The amount of the Old Company’s business was necessarily
redoced from what it was before on account of the tooth-and-
claw competition and the active crusade begun by privateers
and the New Company against the former, but the aggregate
business had undoubtedly swelled to large proportions.

The official values of goods direetly imported from the East
into England, based on their assumed and declared prime
costs in places of origin, afford an adequate idea of the special
boom brought about by the financial activities of the two
rival Companies.! These prices ean be taken as roughly
approximating their invoices. The average annual value of
goods as registered in the Books of the Custom House from
1698 to 1707 amounted to £580,640, while in the three years
of boom (1699-1701) the average was as high as £755,871.
Asstuming the sale values to be only twice the prime cost of
goods, which is undoubtedly an under-estimation, we find that
in this decade the old level of £1,000,000 sterling realised at
the Company's sales was far outstripped. In some years the
total value of sales might have risen even to about £2,000,000.

The Company's trade had enabled England to become the
great entrepdt and supplier of the E.1. goods to Europe and
America. From 1670 to 1688 —the year of the outbreak of a

' Official Value of Imports in Sterling.

1608 . £356,500 1703 .. £506,300
1609 .. 717,608 1704 .. 767514
1700 .. 787,731 1705 Missing in Customs Books.
1701 .. 762,188 1706 .. 644,052
1702 .. UT0M 1707 .. 365,538

Total  £5225780
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European war—the re-exports of the E.I. goods amounted on
the average to £500,000 per annum, the basis for this caleula-
tion being the purchase prices at the sales of the Company.
Pepper, indigo, silks, calicoes, and drugs were the chief
commodities in constant demand throughout the Western
world. The English naturally made very considerable
profits by the supply of these goods. An idea of the financial
benefit accruing from this trade at the end of the seventeenth
century is furnished by Sir William Petty, who stated that the
exports of Indian goods were valued at £600,000 and their
returns were nearly equal to tivice the prime cost of the whole
year's trade.* There might be a tinge of exaggeration in this
statement, yet the great advantages of this trade cannot be
denied. Tt surely more than supplied all the silver and gold
exported by the Company and other traders to the East.

It is stated in *the Generall Estimate of the Trade of
England in 1697 " that the exports of the E.I, goods formerly
amounted to about £500,000 communibus annis, but during
the last three years not sbove £150,000, and that ** the pepper
trade is in & manner quite lost—whereof there was usually
exported againe 1000 tunn per annum worth about £100,000,
tho' not costing in India one-tenth of that summe—the advance
wholly gained to the Nation."

In the next four years of brisk trade the value of re-exports
is quadrupled, having risen from £150,000 to £634,733 per
annum ! By an account laid before the House of Commons on
13th January, 1703, it appears that the E.I. goods of all
kinds, exported for four years, ending st Christmas, 1702,
according to the value put upon them by the authorities of the
Custom House, amounted to £2,538,933. Out of this there
were exported :—

Manufsctures mixed with silk, cotton, and herba, to the value

ng’hd wilks fo Treland and the plantations Hats
t to [ 111 - i .

Calicoes exported in the same time . . . . . 108,785
Total of silks and calicoss alone® . i . i . £1,580,935

} Pulitieal Arithmetio, p. 84.
* Remarks on the Accounts relating to the E.L Trade. Cf. Home Misec.,
Vol. 11, for sales in 1704.
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Thus, during this period, 63 per cent of the E.1. goods exported
ot of England consisted of the silks and calicoes of the man-
Jacture of India and China. This large amount of exported
merchandise with the profits made upon it in the foreign countries
must have brought back £1,000,000 per annum into the country.
Thus the enormous gain to the nation by the E.I. trade is self-
evidend,

The Progress of the Import’ Trade in Cotton and Silk Goods.
The main part of the Company’'s business consisted in
providing piece-goods and silk stuffs for the Englsh and
European markets. Rapid progress was made in this branch
of trade, and the cloth investments were particularly increased
on the Coromandel and Bay sides. The complete returns of
the ordered cotton and silk goods, so fur as they are available
in the Letter Books for the three centres of Surat, Fort
8t. George, and Hugly, have been compiled in Appendix A.
Nothing more iz desired by presenting these figures than to
materialise our vague ideas and indefinite expressions regard-
ing the vast importations of Indian calicoes, muslins, and silks.
It will serve no useful purpose to separate the returns for
these three classes of goods. The orders for all kinds of eloth
have been added up to give a view of the cloth trade as
a whole.

It will be seen that the annual average number of various
cloths ordered from each centre during the seven years of
1658-64 was as under :—

Burat . - - . B4} thoosand pieces.
Fort . . P . 98 - "
R T 5

In other words, one hundred and winety-seven thousand pieces
were, on the average, nrd’emd'pﬂgmrfmmlﬁawhhdludm
during this septenmial period.

After a temporary decline during the Anng—Dut-:h War, this
cloth trade was very vigorously pursued. For instance, the
annual average for Burat rose from 84,500 pieces of the seven-

! A detafled view of trade about the year 1700 from all the centres in
the East is furnished by invoioes given in Appondix I, pp. 304-5,
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years' period, presently reviewed, to 247,000 pieces during
1669-72. That is, the quantity of eloth to be imported from
Surat was just trebled in these four years.

In 1672 several artificers such as throwsters, weavers, and
dyers were sent over by the Company with great quantities
of English patterns, to teach Indian weavers new
of manufacturing goods suitable to English and European
markets. This gave & great encouragement to the vending of
Indian cloths. Wrought silks, Bengals, painted and dyed
calicoes were used in the place of ** English silks, half-silks,
worsted stufls, say’s, perpetuancs, and other sorts, not only
for the elothing of both sexes, but for curtains for rooms,
beds, ete.” They ousted from England German linens, Silesia
cambrics and lawns which were before imported mainly in
exchange for English woollens. They became the general
wear of all elusses of society. '

The importations of cloth must have been beyond all
previous records, because the ordered goods suddenly jumped
up to such vast numbers as are shown in the following table i—

Total No.
of Piecea
¥ears, Fort. Bay. Surat. in thonssnds,
1873 to 1878 inclusive . . 1479 540} 1875 3003}
1680 to 1683 inelusive . . 3705 1821 2048 a6
Annual av. for the Ist period w6y 01 32y 650}
Annual av. for the 2nd period LS 4564 737 2141

Thus the total number of cloth picces ordered in the six yearms
from 1673 to 1678 was about 3,903,000, or 650,500 pieces
per year from the whole of India, but this amount immedi-
ately dwindles into insignificance before the phenomenal rise
in the four years of 1680-83. No less than 8} million picces
were ordered from India, that is, the average had exceeded w0
million pieces per annum !

While Surat! topped the list in providing the grestest
number of pieces among the three centres of English invest-




VOLUME AND CHARACTER OF IMPORTS 141

ments, the continued depredations of the Mahratta armies in
the city of Surat and other manufacturing districts of Gujerat,
Konean, and Malabar had their effect in transferring o large
part of the European trade from Surat to Bengal and the
Coromandel coast, The proportions of eloth investments in
Surat as compared to the other two parts were as under :—
Burat. Hay and Coast.

167378 . . , 4% per oent 52 per cent of the total

1nsp-g3 . " . 34 percent 08 " "

The teade in picce-goods and other stufis was in later years
most appreciably aflected by the Company's war with the
Mogul; it recovered a good deal after the termination of
hostilities, but again suffered a depression with the general
decline in the Company's business during the Furopean War.
The total orders for the two years' 1696 and 1697 amounted

to 2,571,000 pieces as under :—
Surst . . . . 965 thonsand preces,
Fort . . ¥ . B . "
Bay . : Bz .

The Extraordinary Development of the Silk Trade. The
mguiumdcﬂhinmpplyulnwuilkmngmﬂmum'ty
for the extensive silk manufacture of England. This industry
had grown to be a national object of so much importance by
1656 that in the Treaty of Westminster it was specially
stipulated that * the subjects of England might freely bring
mm,mduﬂthamhuummnflﬂhmdwmﬂmnmﬂ:
of their own fabrication.” Among the Asiatic countries
Persia had hitherto been the greatest, if not the sole, source of
the supplies of raw silk. The Levant Company was well
known for bringing by far the largest quantities through
Turkey, but the Dutch and the English Companies had
succeeded in so far diverting this trade into their hands that
in 1651 the Levant Company alleged “ s great and almost
total declination in their trade.” A very heavy blow st their
Fﬂpﬂhyhn&thmhunnmukbywwbﬂﬂingﬂmln the
trade of Persian raw silk.

In the general stagoation of the E.L Company’s business

! For subseguent yoar see Pp. 250, 264 0., 308
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this Persian trade had also been neglected. It remained at a
low watermark even up to 1669, when the Dutch agent in
Persia made the report that “ the trade of the English need
not disturb us. They are, in fact, doing nothing, but are
obliged to remain there on account of the tolls of Gombroon.™!
Nor in the subsequent twenty-five years is much activity
visible in the annual investments, which were on the whole
limited to forty or fifty bales per year. The Persian silk was
generally very poor in quality. Being a government monopoly
and having been secured in taxes by the King, it could not be
expected to be better.? Tt was about the year 1690 that the
project of turning the course of the silk trade that used to pass
through Turkey was set on foot. The Armenians were to be
settled at Bombay, so that they might carry English woollens
to Persia, and bring back silk for the use of the English. Thus
the ancient Persia-Aleppo trade was to be changed through
the help of the Armenian merchants. It was truly pointed
out by the Directors that ** this is no new thought or project
of the present age, but was long since designed and consulted
in the Reign of King James the first.””® The Armenians were
settled at Bombay, but the Persian silk trade could fot be
developed, because Persia was long in the grip of internal
revolutions, disorders, and anarchy.

The main interest of this half a century lies in the great
reduction of silk investments in Persia and the phenomenal
development of the silk business of the Company in Bengal.
A detailed account of the rise and extent of this investment
will form & most interesting chapter in the commercial history
of Bengal, but we must be very brief here.

In the first ten years the Bengal silk investment was quite
_ insignificant. For instance, £3000 worth of silk was demanded

from Hugly in 1658, and the next year a permanent order for
procuring 100 bales per annum was given. It was, however,
mnnmtnﬂudhonlyﬂﬂmlﬂbdm,nndthmtw,mtubﬁ

! Dutch Reconds, Series I, 22, doc. 663 ; Vol. 20, doc. T40.
3 Letter Bk., VIIL p. 176.
* Latter Bk, IX, pp. 20, 376.
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provided if silk could be obtained from 6s. Td. to Ts. 6d.
per Ib.?

From an account of Bengal written by Mr. Kenns in 1661
we learn that silk was wound into three sorts, known as the
" head,” “ belly,” and *“ foot.”" The English used to get the
first two sorts, generally in the proportion of 5:4, This silk
was called ** Putta " or of short skein. The second kind of silk
was known as ** Puttany."” It was the superfine sort of short
skein and was usually priced from Rs.5} to Rs.6} per seer.
There was also a third kind called * Dolleria "'—a name given
to the sort of silk in which * head, belly, and foot ™' were all
mixed.® The exact quantities of silk ordered or imported in
the ‘seventies are not ascertainable. It is, however, certain
that silk supplies from Bengal began to grow very fast after
1670.

The annual orders steadily rose from 580 bales in 1673 to
1200 bales? in 1679. The total amount of the various sorts of
silk ordered in these seven years is shown in the following

table :(—
Head and belly . . 4200 to 4300 bales.

White silk g . BOO to 000
Florotta . . « GO to H0D
Total in 7 years « 5,630 to 5,700

That is, the annual average approached the large figure of
800 bales during this period. Repeated orders were sent to

! Letter Bk, IT, p. 335. The prices of the different varietios of white
silk in 1678 and 1670 are given from Rad/5 to 4/12 per Bengal seer, Letter
Bk., ‘“,'ﬂ:. 37, 128, 132-33.

* British Musqum, Addl. MBS, pp. 34, 123,

¥ The following returns have been compiled from the Letter Books :—

Year. Head and Belly. White, Floretia.
W73 Bopt. . . . 400-G00 bales. 0 bales 40 bales.
1674 Dec. - ; a0 mo-60 &,
1675 Dec. a0, e, 6100
1677 July wo | I o,
1677 Dec. o, M, 00,
1678-0 Jan, . o, 200 0,
1870 Dee, . 1,000 " 100 ] 100 -
1680 Sept. . The of silk of all soria waa to be

inareased by one-hall.
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particularly inorease the investment in this article to as great an
amount as could be procured. For instance, in their Overland
Letters to Fort 8t. George and Bengal in July, 1680, the
Directors emphasised their need in these words : * You would
what in you lies to promote the buying up what quantities of
raw silk you can, that our shipping intended out this year may
bring us large quantities thereof as can be procured. '

“ Raw silk in general being a commodity that always turns us.
well to account, and not the worse for the largeness of the quantity
how great soever it be."!

This trade was, in fact, 8o vigorously pushed up that during
the next five years an unparalleled advance was made in the
quantities to be procured in Bengal. In the earlier or
subsequent history of the Company up to the battle of Plassey,
such extensive amounts were never ordered. They are out
of all proportion to the large quantities demanded in the

proceding period.
Quanﬁﬁeaﬂrduu&fmm&ngul
Y oar, Head and Belly, Ordinary. White and Floretta.
1680-51 . . 000 bales. 600 bales, 810 bales
1881-82 . . W0 ., 600 . T .
And as much of yellow and
white No. 1 as can be pro-
ered. o) ,, Tasore.
-
Iﬁﬂ! ® i . 1 h]ﬂ- i Ll
} w 100 (1
1683 . Y = 10,000 tales.® 1000 .
A bales= 160 seers. apd ,, Thrown.
165450 . . 1,460 bales. 170

Thus altogether 28,700 bales of 114,800 maunds of raw silk
of all sorts had been adviced by the Court in these five years.

mﬁontakingthamundmnquiﬂhntbuﬂﬁ!h.

It is & pity that the actual amounts of silk exported from
Bengal for the Compauy’s account could not be ascertained,
rﬂthawuiﬂmhlammdmymtmwbﬂﬂ'

i Letter Bk., VI, pp- 220, 243. * Letter Bk., V1, p 417.
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years afford indisputable evidence of an unprecedented ac-
tivity in investments at Cossimbazar, Ballasore, and Hugly.
In the four years of 167881 a stock of E1,300,7T14 wes
despatched to the Coast and Bay agrinst £860,182 to Surct
and Bantam. In Janusry, 1681, the Bengal factors were
directed to invest £20,000 per annum in silk.! This sum was
considered too inadequate next year. The stock for Bengal was
raised to £150,000, of which £80,000 was to be sent to Coesim-
bazar® for the provision of silk. Orders for silk grow larger and
more emphatic in the despatches of these years.?

It should also be noted that the order in the year 1681
includes 100 bales of thrown silk. It was the first time that
the Company had gone out of its way to send for it. The
reasons for this action are disclosed in their own words :—

We bave always declined Thrown silk, although there he no
law in Englind against the importation of it. But now being
inclined to vye with the Dutch in our owne way of trade, which
we were never before put to, we would have you provide for us,
nnd send we home every year as well as this, what you can proctire
there of (not exceeding 100 bales), 50 as it lessons nof our provision
of rawe silk, which we would have kept Iﬁ.'ﬂ to the utmost, which,
notwithstanding we do not intend to sell it in England, but after
we have it here, we export it again for France or Holland.*

This trade was the source of so great a profit to the Company
that in 1681 they prohibited all Englishmen from dealing in
raw silk, because it was asserted that they of late had enhaneed
the prices and reduced the Company’s investment in Indin.®
Three years before, all the Company’s servants had been
prohibited from dealing in Chinese silk and wrought silks.®
Thus the monopoly of the Company was made more ex-
tensive and severe.

The vast importations of the previous years could not be

Letter Bk, VI, p. 254, s E Letter Bk, VI, p. 277

330,
ov.,
451, 471 %Iﬂmmm&ﬁhﬂh“
+ P
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long maintained. The hostilities with the Mogul Government
in Bengal and elsewhere very much curtailed the investments,
yet in the three years undermentioned 4850 bales of all kinds
of silk were ordered, as has been shown in the note below.! At
the outbreak of the European War the demand for Bengal silk
and its supplies seems to have increased considerably. It had
become an * extraordinary commodity, because the Turkey
trade was 80 muoh interrupted hy the French War,” The
orders in 1693 and 1694 require the Bengal factors to send as
much silk as could be procured. Similarly, the provision of
both raw silk and wronght silks was greatly increased in China,
An abatement is visible at the end of the war, for altogether
195 tons and 500 bales were demanded from Bengal in the
years 1697 and 16982

The prohibition of retailing and wearing E. India, Persin,
and China silks, stuffs, etc., and the coming war with France
and Spain which was very likely to affect the trade to Turkey
and Ttaly, once more make the Company most eager to
increase the provision of silk in Bengal as well as in Persia and
China.® The actual quantities of raw silk imported from the
East and recorded in the Custom House in the under-
mentioned years were i—

1650500 - ‘ 81,714 lha 40,857 Tha. per annum.
17001 . PR - 1141 R 116,078 v
17024 . . losa3s sl ., "
1706--10 . . 03,6606 ., 10,731, "

These figures are a sorry commentary on the havoe played
by the European War and the financial difficulties of the
Company. Except for the two years of 1700-1, the imports
were not significant. They hover between 300 and 400 bales
per year, but the last quinquennial period shows the most

' Year. Orddered silk.
169687 bales 1400 Hoad and Belly 130 Florotta.

1688 w1400 " w200 "
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serious depression that this trade had witnessed for the last
forty years or more, as the average juantities imported from
Bengal, China, and possibly Persin had sunk down to a
hundred bales per year !

The Preservalion of the Pepper Trade. It has already
been seen that the principal investment of the English ot
Bantam and its neighbouring islands was in pepper. The
Malabar was in no way neglected by the English factors for
pepper supplies, but up to the 'sixties it had not gained that
importance which it obtained in the following wewnrs, The
Dutch, by expelling the Portuguese from the whole Malsbar
coast between 1658 and 1665, tried to effectually shut out the
English from a share in the pepper trade. For instance, in his
despatch of 25th January, 1667, the Governor-General of
Batavia pointed out that although pepper in the territory of
the Samorin was 50 per cent dearer than at other places on the
coast, they must retain the monopoly bf export and at any
cost prevent the English from getting their share. The Iatter
could not naturally sllow their enemics to control all the
supplies, and consequently proceeded on the same lines as their
rivals in entering into treaties’ with those Malabar princes
who were not bound down by their opponents, The Duteh
with all their power and diplomaey could never suceced in
dislodging the English from their factories or prevent them
from securing the desired quantities of pepper.  Carwar,
Anjengo, Tellichery, and even Calicut were the principal
places for collecting pepper on the Malabar coast: 400 to
500 tons continued to be yearly sent to England from sbout
1670 onwards, while in some years even as much as 1000 tons
were shipped by the Company,

Feeling themselves powerless to deprive the English of the
Malabar pepper, the Dutch designed to oust them from
Bantam and other places and thus put an end to their fourish-
ing trade. In their September sale of 1678 the Company sold

3350 bags at 75d. per Ib., which produced them a net gain of

L 0. the Treaty with the Gueen of A for defivering the whale
of pepper to the English. Letter Bl P 2, 500, 514,
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21d. per Ib., but this profit was not considered sufficient, and
therefore the agent at Bantam was instructed to prevail with
the Sultan to lessen the price of pepper and his customs. As
ghey had 19,000 bags unsold with them, they resolved to send
fewer ships. Furthermore, it was decided to send 1000 tons in
shipping per annum? to Bantam.

Notwithstanding the manifold difficulties created by the
Duteh in the securing of pepper, the extraordinary progress
made in a few years in its trade seems incredible. From the
Report touching the Pepper Warehouse, we learn that from
April, 1672, to July, 1681 (including remainder), under-
mentioned quantities were received in England :—

Black popper . . 35,626,273 Iba or 115,276 bags ;
White popper . . 553,763 lbe or 1,004 bags:
Faloon's pepper E 588,000 lba. or 1,000 bage ®

Total in nine years . 36,768,136 lbe.

In other words, 4,085,348 Ibs. of pepper were, communibus
annis, imported by the Company into England during 1672-811
This stands in marked contrast with the 2,000,000 Ibs. i 1
in the "sixties and 1,500,000 Ibs. brought into the country during
the "thirties !

This can give us an idea what the Company and the British
Isles at large must be gaining by the re-exportation of this
article to the foreign countries, when it is remembered that
the annual home consumption was scarcely one-tenth of the
imported quantities, though according to Sir J. Child it was
even less than one-twentieth part of this immense smount |

In 1682 all or a major part of this profitable trade was
mightily threatened, becsuse the Dutch expelled the English
from Bantam,® and after allowing them to live in Batavia gave
them doles of pepper at exorbitant prices. The English had
anticipated the disastrous consequences. They had already
sent the greatest fleet that had ever sailed to the Indies for
the defence of Bantam.

1 ] 3.

s ot Batmem BLO: ;‘:‘;"’ﬁ.u“‘:;’.“i' and 23nd
Sept., 1082,
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The feelings of the Directors on this important issue are
eouched in these words :—

If the present misunderstandings between the two nations
should ferment to an open war, it would be thought by the
vulgar, but a war for pepper which they think to be slight thing,
because ench family spends but a little of it. But st the Bottom
it will prove a war for the Dominion of the British as well as the
Indian seas, because if ever they come to be sole masters of that
Commadity, as they already are of nutmegs, mace, cloves, and
cinamon, the sole profitt of that one commodity pepper being
of general use, will be more to them, than all the rest and in
probability sufficient to defray the constant charge of a great
navy in Europe,

It was to avoid these dire results that the English soon
planted & new factory at Bencoolen and won over many
native inhabitants to satisfy their demand for pepper. It was
maintained at a cost of £200,000 in ten years to prevent the
loss of the pepper trade to the nation.! From their first
settlement here in 1685 to the 22nd July, 1702, the Company
got pepper to the amount of 16,927 bahars, each bahar being
407 1bs. The total quantity of pepper was therefore 6,889,280
Ibs., or 430,580 Ibs. per year.® This is in no way a despic-
able amount considering the odds against the English,

The Malabar was more and more tapped as the Southern
supplies became more insecure. The pepper settlements of
the English on the west coast of Indis grew to be very
important centres of trade. The quantities imported into
England are available in the Customs Books from the year
1698. They include the Bencoolen supplies, yet with a
previous knowledge of their annual average we can arrive at
an approximate estimate of the quantities brought from India.
In the five years of competitive trade, from 1698 to 1702
inelusive, 27} million Ibs. were brought into London. Such
vast quantities stand unparalleled in the then history of
English commerce, and they most impressively reveal the
inexhaustible resources of the Malabar country for its supplies

¥ Letter Bk, IX, p. 443, * Letter Bk, XIV, p. 168,
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of pepper. It should be remarked that the year 1699 alone
olaims 19,635,610 Ibs. of pepper. If this quantity has been
correctly recorded by the Custom House suthorities, it appears
that there was & great rush for securing this article at the
establishment of the New Company.

As the imports of pepper in subsequent years up to 1710
average about 1} million Ibs. per annum, it can be safely
asserted that about two-thirds of these were on the average
supplied from India and the rest from Bencoolen.

These are sufficiently large quantities, but it seems on
comparing the Customs! refurns with those of the Company
from 1616 to 1630, that during the earlier period more pepper
was imported into England. Tt would mean that even with
the growing resources and greater facilities and immunities
of obtaining pepper in Malabar, its trade had sppreciably
declined. Rither this comparative decay was temporarily
caused by the European War, or Jarge quantities were clan-
destinely run into the country and thus could not be recorded
in the Customs Books. Reduction is very likely due to both
these causes, because it looks improbable that the pepper trade
should have suffered a set-back with an otherwise rapidly
growing commerce.®

The Beginnings of the Tea Trade. Tes, which was searcely
known as a commodity of Indo-European traffic up to 1660,
8o suoccessfully made its way into the Western world within

' 0f, pp. 204-5, 307,
'hlmmmimpuppuriuluhdtnhnﬂd.pulh.mi;ﬂl
freight 3}d. per Ib. Thus fd. per [b. was on t.hunwﬂgn-pminhnthi
prime cost. hpappudmtnoﬂdhudkpnudufﬂ g, and fags and
soummings at 4d. par Ik, the Com was losing Bd. Ib. on these.
Hence instructions were sent to clean and pepper-
Letter Bk, XII, pp. 134, 165,

Prices of pepper in England in March, 1683-84 :—
!Iillhpump-ppuﬂid,w'lb.

Malabar pepper 9. .
Jdambes pepper Bid. .
{Court Bic., 33, p- 228}
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fifty years that it ocoupied a respectable position among the
Eastern imports of the Dutch and the English in the first
decade of the eighteenth century, When and by whom tea
was introduced into England has not been ascertained with
any direct certainty, but the East India Company deserve
the sole credit of developing this most lucrative branch of
English trade,

In 1665 English factories were established at Tywan and
Tonqueen in China, and tea began to form an article of invest-
ment there. Intheseasonof 1667-68the agent at Bantam was
desired to send ** 100 [bs. weight of the best tey that he could
gett.,”” The first importation made from Bantam was in 1669,
when about 143 lbe. of tea were received in England. In the
next three years, 346 |bs. more were imported. Then came a
break for six years. In the last three years of the 'eighties the
imports of tea rose to 5057 lbs. The troubles at Bantam
again stopped this unimportant investment, The growing use
of tea in the aristocratic circles about this period was attested
by the Directors in their letter to Fort St. George in January,
1685, in these words :—

In regard Thea is grown to be a commodity here and wee have
occasion to make presents therein to our great friends at Court,
we would have you to send up yearly B or 6 eanisters of the very
best and freshest Thea. That which will colour the water in which
it is infused most of a greenish complexion ia generally best
nocepted.t

Six years later, too, the Company were not optimistic on
their tea trade. In their Bombay General, dated October,
1690, the Directors note that * Thea now pays the King five
shillings per pound custom, so that no ordinary Thea can be
bought for England for the Company’s account, nor any but
what is superfine will pay either freight or charges, and no thea
must be loaden among pepper, nor Tutanague pots, nor in pots
scented with camphor. But we had rather have no Thea at all
sent for the Company's account,”’® Yet increasing quantities
were continued to be sent from Madras and Surat, because the

! Lebter Bk., VII, p. 425, * Letter Bk,, IX, pp. 112-13,
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total amount from 1685 to 1700 inolusive being 266,601 Ibs,
with an average of 16,662 Ibs. per annum, stands in
contrast to the preceding period. In fact, at the end of th
century, the imports of tea had become fairly considerable.
The orders to the China factors for the provision of tea will
give an adequate idea of the importance and growth of its
trade in the following years :—

Year.! Ordinary Tea.  Bahea.

1698 : ' ‘ 300 tubs 2 tubs
1609 . . . a0, 80
1700 . . : 100-150 ,, so-i0 |,

These orders were from the Old Company. The investment
had to be cut down on account of the severs competition from
other adventurers. The actual quantity imported in the single
year of 1700 far exceeds the sum total of tea brought into
England in the previous nine years. The excessive importa-
tions of competing merchants had very much popularised the
tea-drink. In 1704 we are informed that tea was a commodity
of general use and a very considerable article in the profits and
loss of the Company's investments.? The goods ordered for
England from Canton in that year were to occupy 285 tons
of shipping, but 117 tons out of these consisted of tea alome.
In the next two years 200 tons were to be provided, and
the quantity ordered so rapidly increased that in the
years of 1710-12 no less than 450 tons were invoiced by the
Company.?

It is clear that tea, though very dear, had established itself
as an article of drink and made a somewhat startling progress
in the first decade of the ecighteenth century. Altogether
786,326 1bs., or on the average five times as much as in the
previous sixteen years, were imported into the country in the
first ten years of the eighteenth century. ]

The average prices of tes at the Comparny's sales varied
from 11s. 6d. to 12s. 4d. in the years 1678-86, but in spite of
far higher duties stood at 11s. 11d. perlb. in 1708-10.% As the

o B Sl S e Bl X0
¥ '&hpwhuihl,p.m
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Singlo tea was to be procured at 1s. per Ib. and the Imperial
as well as Bohea at 25, the Company, after making allowance
for all kinds of charges and duties, must have made enormous
profits in this growing branch of their trade.

The Rise of the Coffee Trade. Although the use of cofice
as & drink precedes that of tea in England, yet the former
never gained that popularity which its rival was destined to
attain in a short period. In fact, its progress, which was very
rapid in the "eighties, was soon retarded by the introduction of
tea and the impositions of excessive duties. The quantities
ordered and the prices at which coffee was sold by the Company
during the first six years will adequately picture the early
genesis of its trade :—

Pricos
Coffes  Colfes  por owt. Reference,
Year. Ordered.  Sald. £fad, L. Bk, 11, pp. 2, 25.
s B o T 710 0 August C, Bk, 3% p. 270
ugust ‘
1680 { = mm-{., 1 0Occber s R0
1681 — Shage 018 O W poABT
:m 20 tons 10 bales : 1 : = P'::::
= 2 . 0 stone
16064 5 tona lﬁm B 10 {Iw = ;Bﬂ.
106566 — 19 bales 512 0

With the expansion of the Eastern import trade the invest-
ments of coffee grew to large proportions as under :—

Amounts of Coffes Ordered.
] . = . 200 bales.
1670-71 . : . B0 year,
1072-76 . . - 200 = "

. 1678-77 300 . o
1678-70 400 pt
los0-81 . ‘ . 800, "
1682 . . . 1200 ™

The climax in the coffee investments was reached here when
the quantities ordered from India had increased from 200 bales
or 50 tons in 1669 to 1200 bales or 300 tons in 1682. Never
after up to 1710, save in the year 1704, was so large a quantity
ordered by the Company or imported into England.

The profits in this branch seem to be fairly considerable
about this period. The prices of coffee as givén in the Surat
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invoices, or the advices of the Court, usually hover between
Rs.10 and Rs.11 per maund, or £4 to £5 per ewt., while in
England they range between £8-0 per owt., 80 that the gross
profit made by the Company would amount to 80-90 per cent
on this investment.!

The decrease in the Company’s exports of bullion and goods
curtailed their investments all round, so the orders for coffee,

though fairly large, show no progress. The following amounts

traceable in the Letter Books tell their own story :—

1683 . BOD bales. 1588 . 600 bales,
1684 . B, 1663 . 100 tons.
1687 o 000 N L A 11 .

In the three vears of 1698-1700 3477 ewts., and in the seven
years from 1701 to 1708, there being no returns for 1705,
15.204 owts. in all were directly imported into the country
from India.

The whole course of trade can now be presented in total
quantities and annual averages thus :—

160065 75 ewia. inall, or 12} owis. annoal Sele.
154 6700 bales . 1884 w Drder.
18658 1600, " 00, " "
1HE-04 20 tons " 1800 " "
10081700 3477 ewts. ., 1158 ., w Import.
17018 152 - 2159 . v "

Without taking account of the quantities imported from
Turkey and Holland and fixing our attention on the direct
trade between England and the Indies, we find that the coffee
trade was very fitful after 1684, its course being made
erratio to some extent by the imposition and withdrawal of
excessive duties. Although the above orders can in no case be
taken to represent the quantities actually imported into the

\ Cf. Letter Bic, VIIL, p. 654

'Anhﬂhnpmhdwﬁnmpﬂd&umthnhwhdthﬂm'
House (sce p. 307 infra) —

1008 . 4} owta. 1ms . ﬁlcﬂ-
1608 . 2181F . 1704 - “
1700 & 1908 1708 . 3 9w
1701 . ma .,. 107 - M0} .
102 . 28 - 1708 . 20H .
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country, yet they are a sure index to the growing and large
demund for coffee up to 1688 and its dull market afterwards
due to the levy of an additional duty of £6 12a, per cwt. The
development in the quantities imported i not at all
significant when it is compared to the amazing progress
made by tea during the same period in spite of discouraging
impositions, !

The Boom and Slump in the Indigo Trade. It was pointed
out in Chapter 1V that the Indian indigo began to lose its
ground in the English market about the year 1650. Nine
years after we find that such abundant quantities had been
imported from the Barbados and the West Indies that indigo
was not required from Indis unless the Lahore variety could
be bought at 18d. nnd the Ahmadabad one at 9d. per [b.® But
the former was invoiced at 26d. and the latter at 124d. per Ib.
at Surat in 1660, As they were expected to yield 3s. 4-6d. and
1s. 8d. per lb. respectively in England, much profit was not
left after deducting the freight, insurance, custom, and other
charges inourred on them.?

Fortunately the demand for indigo was rapidly increasing
in the dyeing and manufacturing industries of England, and
therefore large quantities continued to be imported from
India up to the end of that century. From the inventory of
the Company's annual orders for the provision of this dye
given in Appendix C, it appears that from 600 to 1300 bales
of the Lahore and Ahmadabad indigoes were annually
required between the years 1670 and 1675, but the quantity
was reduced to 500 bales in the next four years, and rose again
to 940-1040 bales in the vears 168084,

The stability of the prices of the three varieties of indigo
in this whole period of a quarter of a century is simply
amazing. From 1659 to 1681 the flat and round varieties of
Ahmadabad are priced st 9d. to 12d. in the advices of the

Court, and the Lahore or Agra kind at 18-24d, perlb. In16704

m:?ﬂrgaruhmduﬂﬂimp_dupnnmudmﬂﬂlﬂﬁppnﬂtﬂh
pler

¥ Letter Bk, 11, p. 288 ; Lotter to Surat, 22nd Feb., 16569,

% Letter Bk., II, p. 338,

"
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the total cost of importing this article into England was
stated to be 1s. per 1b. over and above its prime cost as
under :—

Cost . . . D d4d.
Froght . . . i Tutli;‘.sl‘ltdtu.tbﬂﬂn:sui‘d.
Wasto and charges .  4d. =

The Ahmadabad indigo, whose prices varied from 9d. to 1s.,
would not have cost the Company more than 2s. at its delivery
in England. Tlﬁsnupplieunawit.haverygmdhuiuior
calculating the profits of the Company in this branch of their
trade.

The demand for the indigo dye must have much increased
on aceount of the particular growth of the weaving industry
after the migration of the French refugees in 1685. We are told
by the Company that * it was a good commodity and likely to
continue in great request.” Yet the total order in 1687
amountad to 600 barrels of the Agra variety, and 140 barrels
of both the flat and round ones. This was altogether equal
to 133} shipping tons. Next year the whole order went
up to 1300 barrels, which would mean 217 shipping tons or
2604 owts.

This year the Surat factors were informed thst all the
varisties of indigo had much fallen in price, * but they are
always noble staple commodityes, and you need not fear over
burdening us with them, if they be cheap bought and good in
their kinds.”*

Four years later, in October, 1693, order was given not
to send the Coromandel indigo, 8s it brought in only 9d.
or 10d. per lb..thnugh'ﬁlmitopuyﬂ per lb. custom,
while the best Agra or Lahore variety was sold for Gs. or
7s. per 1b?

We find the orders contracted to only 400 barrels for each
of the two years of 1695 and 1696. In the past few years the
Company had seriously attempted to encourage the cultivation

1 Cgurt Bk., 25a, advico for 1675. * Letter Bk, IX, p. 2.
* Letter Bk, IX, p. 305
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of indigo, along with that of cotton, sugar, pepper, nutmegs,
maoce, eto,, in 5t. Helena and Fort York.! Experiments had
also been made in Fort St. David's, near Madras. Then small
quantities were imported from China, The annual orders for
goods to be provided there for England from 1698 to 1700
include 23 tons of indigo.® Most of all, the cheap importations
from the West Indies heavily told upon this branch of Indian
trade.?

The actunl quantities imported into the country from the
East, that is, both from India and Chins, as registered at the
Custom House, show to what depths this great and profitable
trade had fallen in the beginning of the eighteenth century.
From 1698 to 1710, save for the year 1705 for which the
returns are missing, 702,643 Ibs, in all were brought into
England.* An average of 54,000 Ibs. per annum during this
period stands in marked contrast to the year 1620, when the
annual importation was stated to be 200,000 Ibs. Thus this
branch of the Indian trade had dwindled down to about one-
fourth of what it used to be in the early period of the Com-
pany’s commerce. As the Dutoh, too, had completely sue-
ceeded in raising very large crops of indigo in Java and other
islands, and in doing away with the necessity of buying it in
India, i is evident that the foresgn markets for this commodity
had practically been closed in the beginming of the eighteenth

Cotton-wool formed o regular article of export from
Indis, but the guantities, though wildly varying in different
years, were not appreciable. The advices of the Court for
the three years of 1688-90 include 600 bales of cotton per
annum, while for 1695 and 1696 order was given to send as
much of this article s was required for making up the
tonnage of the ships consigned to Surat. But only two years

! Letter B, V1, p 16; IX; p. 506,
" The eonsignmers on the King Wlliam cost £78 1. 3., but the net
Mﬂﬂllhﬂ,:’uhi—lhdmhu Letier
:Lplﬂﬂlq.,lm
For the imports of indigo see Appendiz G to Chapter VIL p. 314,
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after the Surat factors were directed to send no more cotton
to England as it sold at about 8d. per Ib., while its cost! was
sbove 11d. Subsequent years do not show any large
importation of the article. For instance, in the years 1698-
1700, 135,683 Ibs, were brought from the East, while the total
quantity for the first decade of the eighteenth century is
215,605 Ibs., which means an average of only 18 shipping tons
per year.

On the other hand, cotton-yam was always an important
article, being in great demand on account of the growing
cotton manufacture in England. In 1658, 600 bales were
demanded from Surat, Malabar, and Rajpore, and 20 tons
from Hugly. Next year 400 bales were ordered to be pro-
vided per annum at the latter factory.? During 1660-63, the
requirements vary from 100 to 200 bales, and the Bay supply
was directed to be cut down to 200 bales per year. The
quantity went up 500 bales per yesr in 1672-78 from Surat,
but was reduced agein next year to 300 and even to 200 in
1675, while Bengal factors were asked to supply only 50-60
bales in the latter year. No yarn was required in the next
two years on account of its dearness. In 1679 complaints are
heard from the Court to the effect that yarn had been sold at
a great loss of late years and that they had 300 bales remaining
on their hands. Yet 100 to 150 bales per annum were
ordered from Surat to fill up the tonnage® Next year this
ruquimmunt-mmiaedtoﬁﬂﬂbulﬂ,nndinthethrufeml_of
1682-84 the orders exceeded sll previous records, being
2550 bales from all centres in Indis.* Since 1688 yarn nf.t!:tu
finest sorts was much preferred, and fairly large quantities
were annually required from all the centres to fill up the
tonnage of ships.® For instance, 700 tons of yarn were to be
provided at Surat and Hugly. The amount was reduced to
200 tons in 1693 and 1694, because its dearness was curtailing

t Primo cost=21d., freight="74§d., and custome=jd. per Ib.
* Letter Bk., IT, p. 197.
3 Lettor Blk., VI,

48,
« Tetter Bk., VIT pp. 20, 29, 26, 297, 368, 431.
% Letter B, VILIL, p. 584 ; IX, p- 657
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the profit of the Company.® About the end of this century,
it yielded only 20 to 30 per cent net profit, but the prohibition
of Indian painted calicocs in 1699 made it a favourite com-
modity, A lnrge quantity was demanded in 1704 with the
remark that it would turn to account, because the weavers
had fallen into the use of it in imitating several Indian
manufactures,

The returns of the actusl quantities imported into the
country from Indin, as given in the note below, show that in
the nine years for which the figures are available the
average importation stood at 136,000 lbs. weight per annum.
Ko comparison 15 possible by reason of the want of earlier
returns, yet the importance of this trads, before the invention
of spinning machines in England, cannot be denied.

Private Trade. On the resumption of their trade the Com-
pany promptly proceeded to jealously guard their exclusive
right of trade to and from the Indies. They first prohibited
the exportation of all kinds of ammunition, broadeloth, lead,
coral, vermilion, quicksilver, amber, and elephants’ teeth
from England, and the importation home of calicoes, indigo,
cinnamon, cloves, cardamoms, benjamin, saltpetre, pepper,
white nutmegs, maces, or cotton yarn. Then a levy of very high
rates of freight was ordered in 1665 to be charged on the goods
oarried against the Company’s permission, ® os, for instance :—

E5D  per ton on ammunition.

10s. per b, v ooral and amber.
Ga. per pi wn  calicoon
ds, por o indigo, yarn and sphees.

. per Ih v+ Baltpetre and pepper.
fud. 1b. o TRDE
£10  for every bromsdcloth,
10s. perewt.  on lead
s per b, w Quicksilver, teeth and vermilion.

! Letter Bk., VIIL, pp. 557-59, 5a8-T0 ; TX, 312-14, 320-23, 506-8.
Imports of Cotton Yarn from Tndin.

1600 . 204,378 Iba 1704 . 166,040 The
1700 . 166453 ,, 1706 . Missing.

1701 . 146,087 , 1nog . #4725 .
2 . enmy . 17 . e
17a . 5367 108 . 46848

* Letter B, I1, p. 185 Total for § years . LI2ATE ,,
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In spite of all these restrictions, Eastern imports were
more and more brought into the country to the prejudice of
the Company. They consequently made more severe laws to
suppress the growing volume of permitted and clandestine
trade. It was during this period that they practised the
most brutal methods to prevent privateers from sharing
their immense profita in the Eastern commerce. Several
Royal Proclamations were issued against interlopers, and
every now and then the Court of Directors laid down
restrictions on the rights of the officers and mariners to
trade on their private account. For instance, in the year
1673-74 the private merchants could “ not carry callicoes or
pepper of any sort to Tonquene, Formosa, Japan, Cambojah,
Syam, Bantam, or any other port or place in the Bouth
Seas, where the Company had or should settle a factory.”
They were prohibited to import sugar, tin, fufenage, skins,
leather, hides, red earth, raw silk, sappan, or sandal-wood
into, and to export copper from those countries. 1

The prineipal articles of private import from the East were
pearls, diamonds, rubies, sapphires, neckeloths, bezoar
stones, musk, ambergris, oil of mace and other spices,
Persian carpets, damasks, gold and silver stuffs, tortoise shells,
opium, cornelian rings and sgates.!

Then the importation of tes,® coffee, silk,? ete., was with-
drawn from private hands, as the demands for these articles
grew more and more.

About 1680-81, the principal restrictions on the permission
trade between England and the East were as follows :—

(1) No Adventurer or Freeman was permitted to send out
in any one year in bullion or foreign coin for India any moxe
or greater sum than one-fifth of his original adventure in the
General Joint Stock.*

2) ﬂn&eighttubapnidhyhmmen.jﬂnntmmﬂ

:m;&_&m 150
5 mhﬂmmn.mpm
¢ Court Minutes, 32, p. 113, 20th Apeil, 1081
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Company’s servants was £5 per ton, while all Unfree men had
to pay £10 per ton,

(3) Five per cent on the outward as well as homeward
tonnage was allowed to ship’s officers in unprohibited goods.

(4) The diamond trade was solely appropriated by the
Company “ for the profit and advantage of the Kingdom in
general and particularly for the interests of this Company.”
It was strictly prohibited to all persons whatsoever.?

(5) The following articles were also solely appropriated by
the Company: Musk, Persia wrought silks, Ahmadabad
Taffaties, silk Loongees, chercollees, and herbs Taffaties.
Restrictions for other articles were almost the same a8 in
1673,

(6) The Company went so far as to send nimble vestels o
look out for the India ships coming home, and prevent the
goods brought by private adventurers being embezzled or
smuggled in.?

(7) The Company’s money was being uuﬂtinua]]y mis-
appropriated by its factors in the East. Hence it issued
orders and rules for all persons in its service to provent their
trading with its funds.* .

(B) The strictest measures were adopted to prevent
privateers and interlopers from going to the Eastern waters,
The Madagascar pirstes are desiribed by the Company as
a “scandal to our Nation and Religion, being most of the
English, at least four-fifths.”

The clandestine trade had actually assumed large pro-
portions, and the piracies of interlopers froquently recoiled
upon the heads of the Company’s servants, These in turn
mercilessly persecuted those of their countrymen who dared
invade their exolusive prerogatives. * Such instances of their
barbarity might be produced, supported by facts, as would

! Court Minutes, 32, pp. 12, 13, 15, 16, 61.

Court Minutes, 32, pp. 113, 114,
Court Minutes, 32, pp. 121, 179, ¢ Addl. ME., 31,146, p. 11.
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exvite horror.” The condign and cruel punishments did not
deter the interlopers. Pheenix-like they used to rise from
their very ashes, The forbidden fruit was more vigorously
sought after by them. But when once they became mem-
bers of the sacred fraternity, they prevented others from
tasting the forbidden fruit. Thus the struggle went on till the
very dissolution of the Company.

These restrictions were, however, relaxed more pud more
as the agitation against them gathered strength.! The New
Company, to attract the servants of the Old Company,
practically threw all restraints to the winds, because they
tolerated, or at least connived at, their officers and mariners
bringing home any sorts of goods, and on easier terms than
they were allowed by the Old Company.® After the union of
the two companies gomprehensive rules were made regarding
the Permission Trade. The Indulgences were increased and
strioter punishments for violating the rules were provided.
For instance :—

(a) The amount of trade to be indulged by officers and
men on hired ships was fixed as shown below -

For every 100 tons the ships should be let for, wherein such
officers served :— '

The Commander had liberty to carry out to the value of £300
The Chief Mate . $ . . . . £60

The Second Mate . i ' . - . . 24D
The Third Mate and Purser . . : - . E30 each
Tha Fourth Mate . : . 2 . . . £
All other Officers, as Surgeon, Boatswain, Gunner,

Carpenter, Stewnrd, Quarter-Master . g . E15each
The Midshipmen £10 each.

Every other mmlﬂmlght urr;r out to tho value of €10 on the whole.
() A charge of 15 per cent was to be levied on the un-
indulged goods, or those reserved for the Company, if these
were imported by the said men. Five per cent was
by Act of Parlisment and 2 per cent more Was charged for
#arehouse room.

1 General Court, Nov. 14, 1664 ;
* New Co. charged 1 pnmsmmmmdﬂp«mtmpﬂlmm
and home, instead of & per cent charged by the
XL p T4
* Court Bk., 46, pp. 40064
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{¢) The importation of muslins was restricted, and-30 per
cent was the levy on the picces brought over and above the
conceded rate,?

(d) Private imports of silk and tea often exceeded the
indulged amounts, so the Company ordered these goods to be
forfeited in future,®

(e) It was ordered that if coral, coral beads, amber, amber
beads, pearls, emeralds, or any sort of precious stones were to
be sent out to the Indies, then the produce thereof was to be
returtied in dismonds, dismond boart, musk, ambergris, or
bezoar stones, and in no other goods whatsoever.?

These were the principal regulations to prevent the excess
of private and clandestine trade between 1708 and 1715.
The preceding summary has laid bare the rise, Pprogress,
regulation, restrictions, violations, punishments of the private
trade in goods imported in the Company’s ships or clandes-
tinely by privateers from the East Indies. This history shows
how supremely difficult and embarrassing it was for the
Company to suppress this trade and to preserve its monopoly.

Europeans in the Asiatic Trade. It has been fully seon how
the carrying and foreign trades of Indis were being eaptured
more and more by the Dutch and English Companies
during the first half of the seventeenth century. The constant
depredations, frequent piracies, naval fights, eporadic hostili-
ties of these Buropeans amongst themselves and with the
Asiatic powers intimidated Indisn merchants and shippers,
A positive discouragement was the result of the stringent
measures which were deliberately adopted to monopolise,
corner, control the purchase and sale of important merchan-
dise, so that Indians and generally all Asiatics were excluded
from every lucrative branch of the foreign trade of the
country. Along with these are to be counted the great
concessions of lower customs duties, freedom from transit
dues, as well as from harassment and exactions on the way

' Qourt Bk., 4, pp, 380-81. * Letter Bk, XVI, p. 103,
m':.m-m..m.pm *

L
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at the numerous toll-houses. These three categories of
causes narrowed down the activities of Tndian merchants
to the inland trade alone. The Indians were thus more
and more cribbed, cabined and confined to their own
country.

The struggle became keener as time went on. During the
period under review more Western nations, like the French,
Danes, Swedes, ete., came into Indis for trade. They, too,
followed the practices of their predecessors in the field.
Just as to-day there is & titanic soramble for carving out
Africa and Asia amongst the Europeans, for delimiting
spheres of influence in all lands inhabited by the non-European
nations for the exclusive exploitation of the economic
resources of the latter, so during the seventeenth century
there was going on a frightful fight on the seas and continent
of India for securing extensive spheres of commercial and
political influence to the exclusion of all others. The Indian
had literally to choose between the devil and the deep sea.
He avoided both, remained pent up in his own country, and
thus handed over its commerce to the Europeans.

The English nation came out successful in North America
and Indis during the eighteenth century. Then the same
struggle for land, power, commerce, Taw material, riches—
which is inherently implanted in all animals and more in
human breasts—was transferred to the new lands and fresh

of the continents of Africa and Asia,

The most successful nations, like the Americans, English
and French, having obtained the lion's share, having no
hope of getting anything more and for recouping their ex-
1 hnutadzmumfnrmmeﬁmamunmu.mmmtvmﬁm

in erying halt to this grabbing spirit. They are making s
vitmu[thumitymdhmdwinkingm&guﬂingtﬁn
general public by their profuse professions of universal peace,
universal international law, League of Nations, the rights of
solf-dstermination and independence, How can the sufferers
who hlvalmamtlihinthnnpoﬂ,amuinthnir hearts to
this just or unjust exploitation ? Being weak, exhausted,
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unarmed, disorganised, resourceless, they may sucoumh for a
time, but they will always be on the look-ont for raising their
heads and winning back by the might of their arms what they
have lost before on acoount of some weakness or another. Thus
the eternal struggle for power and pelf will continne to the
end of time. Only a4 small phase of this much-condemned
but unending contest will be disclosed here in this section.
It is really a sacrod struggle for national or communal exist-
ence which ultimately resolves itself into a necessary strife for
individual existence.

The first and third causes need not detain us long. No one
can doubt that (a) the insecurity of the sea and in the country
itself made the merchants averse to engage in extensive enter-
prises of trade ; (b) the capitalists were afraid of putting out
their money to interest, or of risking it in the operation of the
sea-borne commerce; and that (¢) heavy impositions,
exactions, delays, harassments, diseriminatory dues, heavier
import duties, and many other charges on trade carried on by
Indian merchants, discouraged them from engaging in it.
The Evropean supremacy on the sea and the greater commercial
privileges enjoyed by them diverted the current of trade to
European hands and to vities under European control.

The transfer of the forcign trade of India to European hands
was principally due to the exacting restrictions imposed by the
Dutch on Asiatic trade. In several treaties with the chiefs of
the Southern Islands a clause was inserted to restrict them
from navigating beyond certain limits, under pain of being
treated as pirates. By this regulation alone the Dutch had
succeeded in prohibiting all communication between the
various states in the Spice Islands, and in limiting the com-
munication of the inhabitants of the numerous islands
to their own shores, Thus the carrying trades of all these
rich and commercial places was transferred into the hands of
the Dwdch,

There were certain other clauses by which the inhabitants
were not allowed to grant privileges to or hold any intercourse
with the other Europeans, :
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The Dutch commercial privileges in the Spice Islands
appear from the treaties fo have consisted of the Jollowing
monopolies :—

Amber. By the contract of 1646 with the chiefs of Timor-
laut—a large island esst of Timor—slaves, amber, tortoise-
shell, seal-skins, Ted and yellow paint, and all other merchan-
dise had to be sold exclusively to the Dutch.

Birds'-nests (an article of commerce between the Moluccas
and China) were secured to the Dutch by treaties with the
chiefs of Magonda and four other places. .

Camphor and Benzoin. By several treaties with Sumatra
(1668, 1672, 1684) these articles were Dutch monopolies.

Cassia-lignum or sapan-wood. By treaties with the princes
of Mandar (1674), Tumbhava (1675), Timor (1616), and
Sumatra (1672), it was to be sold to the Dutch alone.

Cloths. By treaty with the chiefs of Salayer (1675), Baroor
(1668), Jambi (1614, 1683, 1721), Palembang (1681), cloths
could be supplied to the inhabitants by the Dutch alone.

Cloves, By treaties with the Rajahs of Ternate (1607,1621,
ete.), Bachian (1609), Machian (1613), Amboyna (1605), and
Banda (16186), cloves could be produced and disposed of only
according to the instructions of the Dutch.

Diamonds. By treaty with Sambas (1609) they were to ke
exclusively sold to the Dutch.

Gold. By treaties with several chiefs on the northern part
of the Island of Celebes and some of the ehiefs of Sumatra and
the Peninsula of Malaya, this precious metal was a Dutch
monopoly.

Mace. By treaty with Damma (1646, eto.) mace could be
sold to the Dutch only.

Mother-of-Pearl. By treaties with the chiefs of Tending and
Sicabo (1740), and Tetoli (1676, 1683, 1736), the sole Tight of
purchase was secured.

Nutmegs were monopolised by treaty with the chiefs of
Damma (1655, ete.).
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Opinm.  With the various chisfs of Sumatra (1670, 1683,
1721, 1768) treaties had been made for the exclusive
right of selling opium,

Pepper. By treaties with the Rajahs of Cheribon and Java,
of Bantam, Sumatra, Ternate, and Bootang (1607, 10648,
1661, ete.), no other nation could buy pepper from the
inhabitants,

Sago was a Duteh monopoly by treaty with the chiefs of
Maganito (1677).

Slaves, too, were exclusively seoured by treaties with the
chiefs of Solor (1646), Moa (1665), Damma (16486), and Timor-
Iaut (1646).

Tin. By numerous contracts with the states on the
Malayan Peninsula, the Islands of Sumatra, ete., this much-
needed article of Indian use was monopolised by the sovereigns
of the seas,

Tortoise-shell was secured by treaties too numerous to
mention.

Waz. By several treaties it became a Dutch monopoly.

It is abundantly evident now that the inhabitants of those
numerous islands were not free to exchange the above-
mentioned articles with the products of India, China, Arabia,
Persia, or Europe. No nation or individual except the Dutch
Company could have any intercourse with the inkalitants of the
islands under its control. Even the servants of the Company
were prohibited from trading privately in the monopolised
articles. The observations of Christopher Fryke on this point
are full of significance :—

Though Pepper is as plenty in India as stones in the streets,
and only serves for hl.lLt. very often, and to pack up other
ghods tight ; and although sometimes mﬂuhrihrfoda
st e thrown into the sea, and many hundred thousand i
of it burat, yet dares no man in the service of the Company take
one single corn of it, but everyone is obliged to buy it of the
Indians, who deal with the Company for it; and the same rule
is observable in reapect to other spices,
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Further on, he says :— .
None of the spices, neither the cinnamon, nor the cloves, mace,
nutmegs, saffron, borrobone (used instead of safiron), ete,, may
be carried away by any private person upon pain of death ; and
it hath cost some men their lives for attempting to bring them over.

That spices were burnt in considerable quantities to keep up
their prices and to safeguard the monopoly is borne out from
another source ;—*

In one year 70,000 trees were destroyed in one island alone,
and that in all the Spice Islands about 500,000 or B00,000 trees
were annually burnt down.?

Buch were the civilised methods employed by the republican
Dutch !

When the English and French were thus restricted by the
Dauteh, they had to follow the same mesns to exclude their
opponents in other places. In all these rivalries and hostilities
the peoples of India were the great sufferers. They were
excluded by all in supplying their own marts with the products
of Asis and Europe s they used to do up to the end of the
sixteenth century. ‘The English people devoted more
attention to capturing the coasting trade of Indin, of the
Near and the Far East up to China.

At first the English Company were against permitting any
share to their servants in the coastal trade. After having
devised every possible discouragement for private traders
engaged in Indo-British trade, the Directors proceeded to
make short shrift of those who, contrary to their orders, were
carrying on eoasting trade in the Indies, The spirit of their

1 %A pelation of two several vo made into the Easst Indies by
ka and 8o :E.{hur.“ Translated from the Duteh;
1700, Begun in 1 Mwynhqm;wmrﬁ,lﬂn

London,
t The Dutch emplo ealled o
hmnmmmmw}ﬁhﬂmdmmmh
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poliey will be disclosed by the following extract from their
Surat Letter, dated April Sth, 1660 :—

Heoro ia o Surat report, that some of our fuctors (netwithatoniding
our prokibition of all Pn'mr; trade) have assumed that liberty to
themselves, as to fraight and imploy vessels upon their owne
particular asccompt, from port to port, wee desire that you make
a diligent enquirye who those parties bee that have or shall
exercise such wnlmfull and unwarmantable course, and give us
true, and full accompt thereol. Beeing we are resolved not to
permit any person whatsoever, to drive on a private trade,
which hath beene and (if nol supressed) will bee, distructive, lo our
publigue. Therefore sehosoever they be that shall appeare to be
guilty of this crime, shall assuredly wpon nolice given us, be dis-
missed our smployment, and returne for England, and weo shall
proceed against them according to their demerritte.!

The Company desired to reserve all the profits of the Indo-
Asintic and coastal trades for themselves, -However, it could
neither suppress the one nor the other. The exceptionally
large profits tempted every servant of the Company to reap
the rich harvest in as short a time as possible and return home
to lead a life of comparative ease and comfort.

An idea of the profits of the carrying trade can be had by

the rates of freights paid in those days :—

China Freights to Mudras.
Gross goods like sugar, alum, china roof, ete. . ,nﬁdmm
Tutenague and copper -

Fino goods, and wrought silks, musk, eamphor,
Mﬂlum::n.w . F . . v - m.um l%

Gold - . 5 . = . . - . 78

Thus a ship carrying goods worth Rs. 100,000 will have been
sble to make some Rs.20,000 in one voyage alone,

Frewghts from Bengal to Madras,
ﬂurrr-ﬂnhth. enmbays - . R . « 8%
Freights from Madras to Persia.
Fine Bengul sugnr ‘ . ’ ’ o0 il
China sugar . . . : ‘ . R
Fine gooda, as romalls, cossacs, ete. . 5 - . T
' Surat Letter, 9ih April, 1000, Letter Bic, 11, p. 208
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The freights charged by the English East India Company on
their ships for goods shipped by their own servants or other
merchants permitted by them as fixed in 1675 and confirmed
in 1680, will also serve to show the nature of trade between
the various countries of the East. Of course, far higher
ﬁrigﬁhthun&ﬁmsmmai&nmmﬁadmhpaidbyhdﬁ
merchants on the Company's ships for the same places. These
concessions naturally increased the profits of the English
merchants.

The private merchants had to pay the following rates to the
Company :—

From the Coast to Bantam.
W heat, rice, and other commodities . 3 : . 5 per ton.

From Surat to Bantam.
(lomin seed, opiom, and other commodities not pro-

hibited £6 per ton.

From Bantam to Sural,
. Pepper, mugnr, candy, china t, and other com- .

From Bantam to Tonqueen,
Tywan and Amay—
For coarse ' . . , : . . Ef per ton.
For fine mm. - : 3 ‘ : q . £10 per ton.

From Tonqueen to Bantam.

All eommodities not prohibited . - P . £10 per ton.

From T and Amay to Surat - . . . £10 per ton.

Far and silvor from Bantam to the sbove three

For musk, ambergris, and other fine goods . -

When we think of the profits of the various articles, which
often amounted to cent per cent, it is only then that the
immensity of the losses incurred by Indian shipbuilders, ship-
owners, shippers, and merchants can be realised. +ln the
Java Records, Vol. IV, pp. 611, the profits of the Manills and
Japan trades on Indian goods are shown. In the latter case
ﬂeywﬁdfmlﬂﬂh?ﬂﬂpﬂwﬂinlﬂﬁﬂ .

Sipur Luillier has given us an idea of the profits of various
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trades at the end of the seventeenth century. They can be
summarised as under -—!
12000, profit on Japan articles,

LEL e - China ware.
50, e Chinese silks
M40ty ., Bengal wilks and rice to Coromandel.

We are told by the same traveller that the Duteh had never
less than forty ships, and often more, trading contanually from
ong place fo another in the East. The English, too, drove a
considerable trade, yet much inferior to the Duteh, for they
received little more in return than the value of the plate they
sent over from Europe ; the profit of the coasting commerce
went to defray the charges of their officers, forts, and factories.

Besides the Company, their servants made considerable
profits in carrying the goods of Indian merchants and their own.

The English East Indis Company were always chary of
granting a large share of coasting trade to their servants, as it
was in the long run prejudicial to their own trade and interest.
The way was opened by the New Company at the end of the
seventeenth century. That body granted free liberty to all its

. merchants, factors, and writers to trade from port to port in

India as they saw fit.2

The Old Company, too, were obliged to relax their grip, so
that Englishmen freed from the restraints of their masters not
only began to share but control the coasting trade and even the
inland trade of India. English factors owned and hired ships
and carried on a large trade. The Company then realised that
these private merchant ships were a great source of strength
in time of war, and that other nations were not allowed to grow
in power and riches by the English monopoly of the Indo-
Asintic trade, Since then they never opposed this privilege
of their servants, although frequent complaints of sacrificing
their interests were made. A single instance will suffice.

Considerable Private T'rade in Bengal,  In their letter of 2Tth
March, 1713-14, the Directors wrote :—

We have convincing reasons to believe that the Private Trade
investments there (at Patna) were double in value fo ours, which

1 Voyages to the East Indies, Edition 1701, p. 532.
* Loiter Bk, XI, p. 15, "
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to be sure contributed to the greatness of the general charges,
and when our goods came down those came down & i
added to the charges, but we could never learn when any boata
have been lost that the Private Trade suffered, all the damage
was clapt to our aceount.!

There were many other abuses. No difference was made
between private and official purchases and debts. Bad debts
advanced in private trade, but unrealisable, were thrown upon
the Company. Its servants were buyers of goods for the
Company and sellers of the same to the Company at a far
higher price. The worst goods were entrusted to the Company
and the best goods appropriated for their own country trade.?

The Company was thus \l-served and defrauded by its
servants and yet considerable profits were reaped by that
corporation in its Eastern trade !

The Profits of Eastern Trade. The Company, reinstated in
the year 1657 with a capital of £739,782 to their ancient
privileges of exclusive trade, made & call of only 50 per cent
upon the subscribers. Hence the original stock of the
Company was £369,891 and not £786,000 as Macgregor has
noted.?  With a temporary depression during the Dutch War
of 1664-67, when the value of their stock went down to 70 per
cent, the Company enjoyed the longest spell of prosperity
hitherto known. Up to the year 1691 an unprecedented
success attended the whole afiair. For instance, £300} per
cent were divided between the 1st of October, 1661, and the
1st of April, 1681, 1t was followed by a dividend of £150 per
cent on the 18th of January, 1682,4 out of which 100 per cent

1 The same com| -{wmdmhhtmﬁwﬁp-ﬁgﬁ

4 Muopherson, bisrn, Macgregor, and Wissel are in

Mﬁhdmbmgdmmmpmf:-mkmkplmmyml i

The Company's Letter of 14th Jm. 168182, expressly declares that this
i t was i in
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was used to double their stock and 50 per cent was paid in
money to the Adventurers. This climax of prosperity was
reached by the arrival of six ships whose cargoes were com-
puted at upwards of £500,000 value. The Company remained
seourcly seated st the giddy heights of their shining fortune
for another decade. After the 50 per cent dividend and the
doubling of their stock in the aforesnid manner, all future
dividends were made and computed upon their stock so
doubled. The sctusl profits in the nine years from 1676 to
1685 were stated as amounting to £063,639. No dividend
was, however, declared for four years sinee the 150 per cent
division. The following entries are available for the next six
YeOrs i— 4 dividend of 269 on tho st Out., 1685,

w w258 ., ldth April, 1086,

i v 3l 12th Oct., 1087,

& " asal . 20th April, 1688,

v " gg;‘? w 2nd Det., 1880

" o509 . Bth April, 1061

So that the dividends from 1658 to 1681 amounted to
440} per cent ; and from 1681 to 1601, ** doubling the same,
as the stock was, sccording to that nominal duplication,
amounted to 400 per cent.” In other words, from 1658 to
1691 8401 per cent on the £369,891 original stock had been
divided smongst its subscribers, Or an unusual profit of 21 per
cent per annum over a period of forty years had been enjoyed in
the Eastern adventures.

This tide of prosperity had, however, already begun to turn
against the Company. The heavy expenses of an unsuccessful
war with the Mogul, the depression of trade, and the great
losses suffered at sea by the sinking and capture of twelve
richly laden ships during the Anglo-French War (1689-97)
developed into a disease which ended only with the dissolution
of the Company.

By an order of the 3rd of May, 1693, the Court called in &
new subscription of 50 per cent of the then stock from the
Adventurers, so that the whole stock was increased by
£395,565.0 But this 50 per cent additional stock was after-

* Court Bk, 36, pp. 180, 214, 215-17, 247, 204

1
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wards ordered to be paid back with interest out of a new
general subscription raised for the better carrying on of their
trade and making it more national and extensive by allowing
new Adventurers to take up the stock. As the sums proved
insufficient, the Company were compelled to raise loans upon
their stock ; viz., of 25 per cent in October, 1695, from the
Adventurers on allowing 20 per cent for prompt payment, ' and
another sum of 25 per cent in September, 1697, on their then
stock from the Adventurers, too, by allowing them a bond of
£120 for £100 advanced.® These exorbitant rates of interest
on large sums of money borrowed on bonds, were sure to prove
prejudicial to the existence of the Company during the period
of an unusual depression. The increasing amounts of their
bonded debts raised in England st exorbitant interest will show
how their trade was financed by ever-recurring loans.?

The Adventurers, not despairing of better success for the
future, had ** with & Roman courage and resolution resolved
to add ¥ large sums of fresh money to their stock, but the
future grew darker and darker. No dividend could be declared
after 1691 up to the end of the century, and the value of their
stock had a sharp fall to 37 per cent. Yet in spite of depres-
sions, disasters, and discouragements the Company had
reaped very large profits and managed to outflank and outvie

2 Court Bk., 37, pp. 34-36.

1 Court Bk., 37, pp. 106, 108-09, 341. Court Bk, 38, pp. G0-100.
® (o.s Bonded at Interest :—

Year. Amount.
1602 .. 137,242 0 0 Home Misc., Vol. 40, p. 50,
180,000 0 0 Short loan.
1664 .. 185807 O O
3lst December, 1680 .. Ga2580 T 6
1681 6l352e 7 B
agth April, 1683 .. 451,507 18 10
18th November, 1603 .. 256,360 4 11
30th - 1664 .. 401,813 8 &
" ™ 16856 .. 037,206 12 0
t i lops .. T46,808 19 @
= 5 1607 .. 505,856 19 B
3lst March, 1608 .. 631,654 19 10
Lith March, 1805 .. 1,110,981 0 0 Debtin Indis & England.

Journal of the House of Commons, Vol. XIT, p. 313 ; Vol XI, p. 607.
¢ Lotter Bk., IX, pp. 444, 464,
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their Duteh rivals, The course of dividends of the two
Companies is presented in the following table :-
Dividond declared by
Yoeare 1 The English Co.” The Dutch Co

1658-81 . . 4404, 43349,

168101 S 4N, agaje.

1692-1700 . . Nosio. 1905,

1700-10 ' . Not known. 24005,

Thus the Duteh Company divided 666 per cent in forty years
against 840 per cent of the English Company. Even the next
decade does not place the proprietors of the Dutch stockina
much better position than their English’compeers.

The next section on the aggregate values of the Dutch and
English trades with the East will prove no less a disillusion-
ment as to the proverbially gigantic volume of the Indo-
Dutch commerce,

A View of the Dutch Trade

It is a recognised fact that the opulence and power of the
Dutch reached their zenith during the latter half of the
seventeenth century. Their political conquests and com-
mercial monopolies in the East had made them the most
dominating nation in the Indo-European trade. Goa,
formerly the key of all the commeree of the Indies and the
fnirest city in India, had been reduced to an extreme poverty
and was so shrunk that it did not contain more than 20,000
inhabitants in the "twenties of the eighteenth century.
Batavia, the Dutch metropolis, having shorn Goa of its
commerce, splendour, opulence, and population, had grown
to be the Queen of the East on account of the superb beauty
of its buildings, its: magnificent harbour, and the immense
trade which it carried on throughout the East. The Dutch

were known to be the wealthiest, the strongest, and the

greatest dealers of all Europeans in India. They had never
lesa than forty ships, and often more, trading from one place
to another in the Indies. They annually despatched 14-15
tall ships to Europe, and as many to the East.

2 Beo Appendioss to this chapher.

P —
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A view of the fabulous profits earned by the Duteh is fur-
nished by Stavorinus and Valentyne. According to the former
the profits of theeleven years from 1662-63t0 1673-74amounnted
upon an average annually to 520 per cent upon the finer spioes,
being in money £30,415 & year. They rose to 850 per cent or
£46,315 a year from 1688-89 to 1697-98. During this last
decade s further profit of £23,266 was made upon the other
goods which smounted to 59 per cent upon their prime cost.
But these profits gradually decreased after that period. Those
upon the spices, indeed, rendered a higher proportion per cent,
and in the year 1731-32 they were even 9,400 per cent upon the
prime cost ; but the consumption was, on the other hand, 80
gmall, that in the ten years, in which that extraordinary
proportion of gain appeared, namely from 1730-81 to 173940,
the real annual average profit in money gcarcely amounted to
one-fifth part of the sums before made with o lesser advance
upon the prime cost. The extraordinary profits are confirmed
by Valentyne, who states the Dutch goains st Surat to
average \—

1) ™" s 30" umine
ﬁ p  IOAOE EQ'% b quicksilver
1 w copper bars 194, ,, vermilion

319 .. copper plate

Now one is apt to be deceived as to the real extent of the
Duteh trade in the East and that with Europe by seeing these
bloated figures of their profits. A little caleulation will show
that their whole import trade in the Indies on the basis of
these profits amounted to :—

Years. Prime Cost per Year Sale Value por Year.

[662-73  £5,542 in spices £46,257

168807 £5,44% £61,764
£30.433 in all other goods £62,600

In other words, during the ten years of 1688-97 the annual
sales of all the goods disposed of in the Indies averaged about
£114 500 sterling per year. Such is the astounding insignifi-
cance of the Dutch trade at its climax during the last yesars
of the seventeenth century when we judge it by present
standards !
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Their Indo-European trade, too, when expressed in eold
statistics, is shorn of its greatness. The invoiced value of all
the goods sent ot of the Indies falls far short of the specie and
merchandise oxported out of England to finance the Indian
trade. The profits made by the English Company in the
port-to-port trade in Asia were sufficient to defray the
charges of their officers, forts, and factories. Henmce the
invoiced value of their Eastern imporis can be justly taken to be
equal to their exports from England. Even deducting £2,000,000
more, or 16 per cent, for expenses and losses in the East from
all the sums exported by the English into the Orient, we find
that there is still a significant difference between the sums
invested by the two nations in the Indies during the fifty years
from 1661 to 1710 :—

The Course of Indo-Dutch Trade
Total Invoices,

Yoars,  Bhips, (Thousand Florins,) Increase.
166170 126 31430 100
1671-50 127 33,723 107
1681 -0 140 .71 142
1601-1700 145 45,003 137
1701-10 187 64,581 178

727 200,525

or about £10,000,000
A sum of £19,000,000 sterling stands against £26,000,000
sent out by the English in money and goods |
During the last decade, while the Official value of Eastern
imports, which was, on the whole, decidedly less! than
the invoiced prices, was estimated by the suthorities of the
Custom House in England to be £5,227,000 for nine years,
the Indian imports into Holland for the sae nine years were
invoiced at £4,962,000. It is now evident that the business and
profits of the English throughout this period of fifty years were
superior to those of the Dulch, and that the former had fairly
surpassed their most active, shrewd, powerful and old com-
petilors in the Indo-European trade,
! The amounted to 11 million pounds, the imports must have
nearly e this sum. Surely they could not be less than half the

exports.
N
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The Company’s Growing Assets

It has been shown that after 1625 the Company had to pass
through many financial crises. Their commercial weakness
was exhibited even by the exaggerated evaluation of their
effects, which were valued at £180,511 in 1646, while their
debts in England alone amounted to £122,000.* This
languishing condition was, however, left far behind by 1664,
when by a statement made on 8th December it was shown
that after deduoting all debts owned by the Company &
balance of £405,735 was left in their favour. On the basis of
this valuation the stock was worth 130 per cent.® The great
commereial and political activities of the Company during
the "eighties and "nineties are fully reflected in the considerable
growth of their property and the number of ships owned by
them. Tt was alleged ® that their stock-in-trade stood ab
£1,700,000 in 1681, against £370,000 in 1657. This account
is much exaggerated, for two years later & it was estimated
at only £1,116,000, including even all the disparate stock.
There was & rapid inflation in the Company’s stock in the

1 Quick stock at Surat . £53,000

+» Bantam 60,731 £180,511

Bhipm and stores . 31,180 ]
Gom n Custoimns i 5,000/ Milburmn's Oriental Commerce,
Val. 1, p. 27.

% Quick and Dead Btock in Indis . 405712

= -, = England . 78,577
Debta for goods undelivered . . 127,035

'~ »  doliversd - : o141  Ba),542
. owned by the Company i L6, 807

Balance . . £405,7356
Court Bk, 24, pp. 908-0. CL also Home Mise., 40, p. 47.

3 E.I Co.'s Answer to the Turkey Co., 1081,

* An ascount taken out of Yo Company’s Bookes in January, 1082-83 :—
Disparate. Thead Btock. Quick Stock.

Bantam . % L £26.300 10 0 go4930 65 0  £112,008 10 6
Sorat . . . 18754 6 130373 11 © 190,200 13 4
Coast and Bay - M75 7 0 18,334 16 © 51200 1 2
5t Helema . : 40000 0 0

£00097 2 0 £102040 11 O 862602 14 0
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sucoeeding three years, for in the year 1685 it was stated
that their dead and quick stocks were valued at £719,464 and
£3.487.312; both in India and England,

This did not include bad and disparate debts amounting
to £11,413, nor were the very considerable debts of the kings
of Persin and Siam owing to the Company accounted for, by
reason of the uncertainty of their recovery. Thus it was
proved that every hundred pounds adventure in the E.IL
Stock was worth £327 10s, 3d.' per cent in dead and
quick stock—the total of all the Adventurers’ stock amount-
ing to £739,782. The growth of their total property in the
Yyears of prosperity can now be summed up in the following
table :—

lenr. Total Btock.

1848 | i . «  £180.,511

logd . . . . E518.200

1681 . : : «  £1,700,000

lasz . . «  E1,116,000

1685 «  « £3.318180 disparaie stocks excluded,

This sudden and abnormal inflstion was given a sharp
set-back by the war with the Mogul Emperor. The succeeding
years reveal a lamentable shrinkage in the Company's pros-
perity. For instance, the General Account of November,
1688, shows that the Company were creditor to the amount
of £1,468,233, and after deducting the debts owned by them
the balance amounted to £907,5695,2 which was a little less
than twofold, as compared to that of 1664, The succeeding
statement of their stock is no less reflective of the rapid
reduction of their commercial operations. The dead stock 3
was stated to be £498,608, and the quick stock ¢ £367,761 in
1691,

Besides this, the Company had rents, revenues, duties,
customs, ete., valuable and improving, though not brought
in eredit of the said account, amounting to £27,303. In other
words, their stocks and revenues were worth more than

! Jure Impt., 22,185, p. 7. 8 Jure Impt., 22,185, p. 15
. Qﬂtmkm p-mdmuehmm-i:lthnuwpimﬂiq forts,
s, ofc.

‘Jmhﬂ'mﬂmufcmx.p.w‘
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£1,500,000. Still, they shirank from £3} million in 1685 to £1}
million in the six years when the Company were passing
through the wave of depression after the disastrous war with
the Mogul.

The price of their capital stock had consequently fallen to
150 per cent. As the enemies of the Company, taking advan-
tage of its decadent condition, set up & great agitation for
dissolving that body, it was pointed out by the Iatter that the
various forts, towns, and territories in Indis had cost them,
from first to last, above £1,000,000 sterling, that these were
theirs for ever by their Charters, and they ** knew no law
nor reason for being thus dispossessed of their Estates at an
under value.” The troubles at home and the continental
war during the last decads of the seventeenth century very
much depressed the business of the Company, which would
have recovered and prospered after the Peace of Ryswick had
the corporation mot been thrown into convulsion by the
erection of & new company. The Old Company was, to some
extent, enabled to tide over the depression by the revenues
of their territories in India, which were stated to be upwards
of £44,000 a year in 1697, and were soon after enhanced by
the scquisition of Caloutta and other villages in Bengal.

_There is, however, no doubt that the two Companies, in spite

1 The revenues of Fort §t. George and Fort St David's amount to,
gmwnﬂmmm&mhnpﬂ. 1607, as by Advices read from
Fort St. 6,101 pagodas, each Ba. . £16285 19 0
Fart St. David's 26,638, . 11,908 2 0O

yb;rlbﬁ&hltbmh;dlmtb:ﬂﬂhly,
1636 (1600 1), 113,048 rupees st 26.3d. . 12717 18 gd.mngud-

Customs of Persla are per annum . . A%
£44033 5 8
Thhnmuhmu;ud-wmﬁnahmdmcuﬁnmﬂmmt
arise by any Customs ot other duties on the [‘nmpnnil; own but by
merchants and is, too,

goods there
Jure Impt., 22,185, p. 68.
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of the great boom in business which followed the Peace of
Ryswick, had involved themselves in excessive debts by their
ruinous rivalry,

Although the English Companies trading to the East
Indies gained a new strength by their amalgamation, it is
true, however paradoxical it may appear, that we have now
to deseribe the history of the commercial dealings of & bank-
rupt company. In the year 1709 the real state of the Com-
pany’s affairs was disclosed by Lord Godolphin, who had been
empowered to examine and ascertain the reciprocal credits
and debts of the two Companies. By an account appended to
his famous award, it appears that the debts of the London
Company amounted to £1,249,807, and their assets to only
£850,911, thus showing & deficiency of £398,806. A deficit
of about £400,000, according to their own exaggerated
valuation, does not augur a prosperous career. With the
state of their finances so seriously rotten, the Company had
been compelled to purchase the prolongation of their
privileges with a new loan of £1,200,000 to the Government
for the public use without any additional intercst on so large
a contribution. The absurdity of this transaction has been
strongly commented on by Mill :—

But the chief mark of the ignorance at that time of parliament
in the art and science of Government, was their abstracting from
a trading body, under the name of loan to Government, the whole
of their trading capital, and expecting them to traffic largely and
profitably when destitute of funds. The vast advance to Govern-

ment, the place of which eebly supplied by credit, beggared
the EW%WIP&{I.E and :::Er{d tﬁir rumfmi;l?thﬁm



CHAPTER VII

FIFTY YEARS BEFORE PLASSEY
{1708-1757)

Ix the preceding chapters we have sketched the rise and
progress of the Indo-British trade to the year 1707. The
next year marks the complete coalition of the two Companies
under the name of The United Company of Merchants of
England Trading to the East Indies.

From this year we have a regular account of the total
amount and value of the Oriental trade, probably because it
was strictly provided in the Company’s Charter of that year
that ** an acoount of Several Goods of the Kingdom of Great
Britain as also of other Goods and Merchandise exported
from the Port of London for Account of the United Trade
. of the English Company Trading into the East Indies be

nted to Parlisment every year,”' Moreover, the
establishment of the United Company precedes, though it 18
a pure coincidence, by just fifty vears the acquisition of
political sovercignty in Bengal. Hence the two important
events, like the union of the two companies in 1708 and the
successful revolution in Bengal in 1757, constitute a distinet
period in the history of the East India Company.

Official Statistics

A brief note on the nature of the available statistical data
is pre-eminently necessary. The various sources afford two
fundamentally different sets of statistics. The one set in
distinguished by the name of Official Statistics, and the other
is known as the Company’s Returns, The former have been

' Of the Company's Charter of 1003,
182
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regularly compiled by the authorities of the Custom House of
London since 1697. They are now availsble in the Board of
Customs Library and the Public Record Office. The volumes
for the years 1697 to 1716, as well as for 1718, 1728, 1750,
1763, 17565, and 1766 are missing in the Books of the Custom
House Library; however, the gap is fortunately all filled up
but for the three years of 1705, 1712 and 1728 by the
volumes available in the Record Office.

A general survey of the returns relating to the East India
goods imported into England shows that :—

1. The values of some commodities, as chinaware, were
the prices realised at the sales of the Company.

2. The prices of the articles known as “ unrated goods "
were, on the other hand, actual costs in the country of pur-
chase as declared on oath by the importer.

3. The values assigned to the “* rated goods "' were arbitrary,
and had no relation to the actual prices prevailing either in the
country of origin or in England, or to their sale prices in
England ; and that

4. The rated values arbitrarily fixed by the Customs
authorities, though constant in the majority of cases, did
vary in the case of a few articles.

The variable and invariable characters of the rated values
of the Oriental goods from 1590 to 1757 have been fully
shown in & table given in Appendix A to this chapter. A
cursory glance at these values will make it patent to all
that the values which remained unalterable for more than
160 years! could have no relation to actual market prices.
The wide divergence between the two values can be
visualised in the following typical cases :—*2

Articles. of Customs. for 1707-13.
Toa " « In to 2a perlb, 18a. B, por Ih.
Coflee . ' . 5210 £3 perowt. ﬂmljﬂsiﬂ
Calicoes, (uilted . l0s piece. r e,
w  Btitched lh.wr,. Hlkﬂd.wﬂ "
! Harlefan MSS. 7013, 36, 37, 40, 47, detall the discusion on the
nlteration in the rated proposed by the Patent Officors the
Custorn House aathoritios in 1714,

¥ Harlelan MSS. 7013, pp. 36, 37, should be compared.
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It is evident now that since the year 1697, whence the
Official Returns become available, there is no one factor of
quantity or value which can be responsible for bringing
about fluctuations in the annual nggregates, as is the case in
the returns based on actual prices where there are always
present these two variable factors of quantity and price, the
second requiring to be eliminated before we can show
quantitative changes in those returns, The Official Returns,
being a hotch-potch of opposite elements, are valuable
neither as indicative of the quantities of goods imported, nor
as indices of the variation of their values. The total money
values of the goods are vitiated, even for comparative purposes,
on account of their being composed of variable and hetero-
geneous items. Had they been collected on a basis of in-
variable values of all goods imported into and exported from
England since 1660, the year of the revised rates, they would
have been as useful as, if not superior to, the returns based on
actual prices for showing the relative importance of the various
branches of England’s import trade.

The value of the Official import and export statistics has
been thus commented upon by the Inspector-General of
Customs in his report attached to the ** Imports and Exports ™
of the year 1790—the first report of its kind available on the
merits of these returns (Customs 17, Vol. 12).

From the very loose manner in which the Entries of Free
Goods outwards are made as to Species, quantity and quality,
and also from the Estimates in this office, having been formed
near a century ago, when the Prices differed materially from the
present times, very little reliance as to the value is to be put u
the Accounts of British Manufactures Exported, in any
respect than in a comparative view between one period and
another.

The Accounts of the Foreign Merchandize exported are as
accurate as can reasonably be expected, in accounts of so exten-
sive & nature, but the same objection applies to the Rate of
Value in these Accounts as in the case of British Manufactures.
The Account of the Species and Quantity of Foreign Merchandize
Imported is fully as accurate as aﬁuﬂunun[FarT
Merchandize Exported, but this Account is likewise linble to the
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same objections as the two preceding with respect to the Rate
of value,

The Estimates in this office by which the Goods Imported
and Exported are valued, were made about the year 1687,
probably by the first Appointed Officer, for the Office was in-
stituted in that year, upon what principle he formed his Estimates
it is diffioult to ascertain this day, but & s evident from various
Records in the Office that the value adopled as {o the Imports was the
prices which the Articles were supposed to bear in the Countries
whence they came, and that the value of Goods Exported did not
include the Freight Outwards, for the Goods Imported or Ex-
ported in a British or a Foreign Bottom still continue to be valued
at the same Rate. This plan appears to me to be erroneous in
principle. In Estimating the Value of Exports in British Bottoms
the freight ought to have been included, for the Freight I conceive
is to be considered as so much additional value or labour attached
to the commodity. If two Cargoes of Goods Value £1000 each
waere exported to Spain or any other Country, the one in a British,
the other in a Foreign Bottom, that which was Exported in the
British Bottom would enable the Exporter to hase Goods
in Bpain to the Amount of the Additional Valne which they
would acquire by the Freight and if the Returns were made also
in a British Bottom, the Value of the Freight is to be exoluded
in order to show the frue balames. On the other hand, in Estimat-
ing the Value of Goods Imported and Exported in Foreign
Bottoms, the Freight ought to be included in the former and
excluded in the latter.

I have taken the liberty, 8ir, of troubling you with these re-
marks upon the Rate or Estimates in this Office, in order to
show that the difference betiween the value of Tmports and Exports
18 very litile to be depended wpon in siriking the Balance of Trade,
and consequently that the Arguments held both in and out of Parlia-
ment, and the voluminous writings of various Authors upon the
sulbject of Commercial Balances, chigfly founded upon the Accounts
of the Inspector-General's Office, are made upon Data.

As & contrast to the foregoing remarks, the opinion of a
learned and laborious suthor like Morean affords a great
surprise. He takes for his “ starting-point the year 1696, at
which period a great and advantageous change took place in
the books of the English Customs, by fixed rates of official
value being invariably assigned to each article of importation
and exportation, in lieu of the variable quotation of the
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prices current, which until then had served as a basis for
general evaluation; the perpetual fluctustion of which
oceasioned much obscurity and disorder in the estimations.”

Morean is evidently unaware of the fixed and invariable
rates established in 1590 and 1660, and therefore takes 1696
as a year marked by a great change. It has been previously
seen that no such alteration was insugurated in the method
of levying Customs duties in 1696, nor was the system of
rated and unrated gpoods advantageous in any respect. How-
ever, as the imports and exports have been collected on &
uniform, though o defective basis, they afford useful data
for tracing varistions in their different items, so far as their
interrelation to each other or their proportion to the total
trade of England is concerned.

In passing, a note of warning must be struck on the
fallacious method of finding out the balance of trade adopted
by the authorities of the Custom House. Bince the year 1707,
the aggregate values of goods imported and exported from
and to the East Indies are given at the end of each year's
report. They have been reproduced by Morean and Mae-
gregor. The total value of exported goods has been sub-
tracted from that of the imported goods, and the import
excess has been taken as a measure of the unfavourable
balance of English trade with the East. No account has
been taken of the immense fortunes reared by Englishmen in
the East and remitted home in the shape of goods, nor of
the commercial and territorial revenues left over after
defraying all charges, and sent to England in merchandise.
The Import and Export Report of the year 1790 has some
preguant remarks on the subject :—

The great Excess of the Imports over the Exports in the E.I
Trade, appears as a Balance against us in the fmptﬂur-ﬂmemﬁ
Books, but this Ezcess conmisting of the produce of the Company's
Territorial Revenues, and of remittances of the Fortunes acquired
by Individuals, instead of being wnfavourable i en aoquisition of
Nuuﬁidddmﬂ Wealth to the Public Stock.?

¥ Publie Ree, Office, Customs 17, Vals. 12 and 13,

R |
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In this note another extreme has been touched. The
important item of exported gold and silver has been com-
pletely ignored, and the exeess, which is the difference between
imported and exported goods alome, has been ropresented as
o net gain to the nation. The real favourable balance can
only be found out by subtracting the exports of specie from
this excess, In other words, the sum total of exported
merchandise, as well as all gold and silver sent out of the
country to feed the Eastern trade, ought to be deducted from
the imports to arrive at the favourable or unfavourable
balance of trade, and the large sums earned and remitted by
Englishmen in their corporate or individual capacity should
not be left out of account.

The Company's Returns of Exports to the East

So far as the Company’s returns are concerned, mention
ghould be made of two volumes in the India Office Record
Department in the Home Miscellaneous Series, Nos. 72 and
449, the first of which gives on its first page figures for goods,
stores, and bullion sent from England to India and China in
each year from 1st March, 1732, to 1st March, 1772, and the
second supplies sundry statistica from 1747 to 1795, on
pages 2-0 and 12, The first set was reproduced in the Third
Report of the Committee of Secrecy, 1773, p. 75, and then by
Milborn in his * Oriental Commeree " (1813). 1 have not been
able to trace the export returns for the years 1708 to 1731,
collected on the same basis in the India Office Records,
although they have been given by Milburn, The annual
values of exported merchandise differ from those given in the
Parliamentary Paper,! No. 152 of 1812-13, The latter were
reproduced, without any reference to the document above-
mentioned, in Sir Charles Whitworth's * State of the Trade

! The title of this Parliamen document s " An Aceonnt of Bollion
#ﬁﬁrﬂ from 171 t:ilnm wﬁhwm"mtmu‘h‘"“ d
m 1708 to tent [0 s D
Hllhuﬂ?ruldmdn:ﬂlh.ﬂuumld o M tul'mlhl
value of the Merchandise is caloulated—25th March, IE[H "—Inidis Office
tary Papers, Vol. 8,
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of Great Britain™ (1776), Abbé Raynal's! Atlas, Moreau®
Cesar’s  State of the Trade of Great Britain " (1822) and
“ East Indis Company’s Records™ (1825), and in Mae-
gregor's “ Commercial Btatistics " (1848).

All these statistivians had direct access to original matter,
yet it appears that Macgregor reproduces the data regarding
Anglo-Asiatio trade from the earlier works of Whitworth and
Morean only in a defective manner. Corrected in the light
of the Parlismentary Paper mentioned above, Macgregor's
 (ommercial Statistics” can be utilised with advantage.
Moreau has taken care to state that all his data were taken
from suthentic sources, while in the introduction to his
“State of the Trade of Great Britain™ he writes : * Our
Chart is merely a laborious compilation, the slow production
of eight years’ labour and uninterrupted inguiry.”

As shown above, there is perfect similarity in the data of
the Parlismentary Paper and of the works of Moreau and
Macgregor, but their statistics on exports of merchandise
differ in many items from those of Milburn. It is a pity
that Morean has not referred to the work of his pre-
decessor, nor tried to explain the discrepsncies between
the two sets of figures. As no memoranda on the nature
of those statistics are attached to either of these works, one
could throw little light on the grave differences existing in
their data.

The mystery is, however, solved by referring to the returns

1 This useful and rare book is the last volume of Baynal's ** East and
West Indies” As ho rolies mwutmh for his of the total
trade of Great Britain and for of the Oriental trade 11T, Val. IT)
there is nothing new for our

¥ There is an incon evidence of Mr. Moreau's use of the Parlia-
mentary Paper, No. 152, bocauso ho has out the last table on the
decennial returna of the different articles of export em bBoe.  The other
statistica he haa presented in o slightly different form. For instance, he has
left out separate retarns for Madeirs, St. Helens, Madaguscar, the Cape of
Good Hope, Mocha, Gombroon, Bomeo, Batavia, Bencoolen, and
Wales's Fuhmhmmﬂthﬂrbﬂuimhmmmludh

in Macgregoe's * Commercial Statisties,” it appears that he must have used
Moreau and not the Parliamentary Paper.

'.
-
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given in the India Office Records, Home Miscellaneous,
Vol. 72, where it is stated that those export statistics are for
goods and stores paid for by the Company, probably up to the
end of the financial year. Now the actual exports sent out
could not necessarily be equal in value to the goods for which
the Company could make payments up to the end of their
financial year. Variation in individual years is but natural.
What we are concerned with is that the total values of
both sets of figures should approximately coincide with
each other when compared for & number of years, and this
is exactly the case with regard to these otherwise divergent
returns,

So much for the differences existing in the export figures
of the Company's returns. As regards imports, no statistics
of the prime costs of goods brought into the country are
available in any published work. The Company’s records,
such as Minutes and Letters of the Court of Directors, as well
as the Factory Records of Surat, Fort 8t. George, ete., do not
afford any consecutive material worth the name. The sale
values of imported E.I. goods are given since 1708 onward in
the works of Moresu, Milburn, and Macgregor, while the
official values of imports exist since 1698. These alone can
form the basis of our conclusions regarding the progress of
the Oriental trade.

Eastern Imports

Taking first the sale statistios of the goods imported by the
Company in each yesr from 1708 to 1757 for our study, we
find an almost unbroken rise in the total values realised in the
sales of goods put up by the Company. Take, for instance,
thnlaatymofmhdnmdefmml?ﬂﬂtu]?ﬁ?.uﬂhwiﬂbu
seen that the sale proceeds in these years invariably show a
progressive rise :—

1708 . . i - £056,610
1717-18 . . - 080,722
1727-28 . s . 1,888,768
173708 i . . 1,724,013
1747448 . . . 1,730,150

176768 . .« «  LT70,010
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Looking next at the following table, it will be seen that
the quinquennial totals, with the exception of the two five-
years periods of 1728-32 and 1753-57, also manifest a pro-
gressive tendenoy, so far so that the goods sold by the Company
in the last quinquennium realised two and a half times the
total sale values of the five years from 1708 to 1712, Again,
the decennial totals are no less indicative of the grest and
invariably progressive character of Eastern imports into
England. While the total money value of those imports in
the first decads of 1708-17 was £9,785,011, it rose in the next
decade to £14,669,093, showing an increase of 50 per cent in
ton years.

The next decade of 1728-37 is also of steady progress, the
growth as compared to the fist decade of 1708-17 being
63 per cent. The climax was achieved in the year 1735-36
when the imports were sold for £1,997,452 in that year alone.
Despite the war with Spain and the general European war
from 1739 to 1743 on one side, and the Carnatic War with the
French in India from 1744 to 1748 on the other, the values
realised for Oriental imports show no tendency to shrink,
only the rate of growth is slackened, so that during the fourth
decade, ending in the year of the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, the
import trade manifests an inerease of 85 per cent over the first
decade against 63 per cent of the third, The years of peace
following that memorable treaty are particularly marked by a
great expansion of the import trade, so that the quinguennial
period of 1748-52 shows 178 per cent increase over the first
quinquennium of 1708-12, However, this spell of prosperity
was soon broken by the Seven Years’ War with the French in
1756 and the commencement of hostilities against the Nabob
of Bengal in 1767. The import trade naturally suffered a
shook, but it seems to bave more than recovered soon after the
brilliant victory at Plassey. Despite these adverse circum-
stances, the last ten years show greater progress than was
achieved during the two decades immediately preceding them.
In fact, the total decennial value of imports during 1748-57 was
219 per cent as compared to the years 1708-17.
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The foregoing data afford eloguent testimony to the fact that a
steady and growing supply of Indian and Eastern goods had been
pouring into England. The demand both for home consump-
tion and re-exportation to the Continent or the Colonies had
ingreased to more than twofold in the fifth decade ss com-
pared to the first, or to 2}-fold when the first and the last
quinguennial periods are taken into consideration,

A Progressive Statement of the Sale Amount of Imports.?

" Quinquenmnial Docennial Percontage
Periods. Vialus, Totals. Progress,
1708-12 £4.007,052
1713137 6,778,859 £0.785,811 100
1718-22 6,583,030
1723-27 7,785,154 14,609,083 150
1728-32 7,580,058
1733-87 5,445,425 16,026,383 169
173842 8,463,812
174547 0,690,155 18,002,970 185
174650 11,141,950
175307 10,310,005 21 452,606 11

£70,590,052

Turning now to the Official Returns, which roughly
indicate the quantitative character of the total Eastern
imports brought by the Company and private merchants into
Great Britain, we find a steady and rapid progress during the
first three decades, but the advance is more than arrested
during the fourth by reason of the Spanish and Carnatic Wars,
as well as the oft-recurring depredations of the Marathas in
Bengal, when imports fall from £9,724,548 in the third decade
to £9,328,136 in the fourth. In other words, on account of the
less money available for home investments due to the exorbi- *
tant expenses incurred in the war with the French, the
scarcity of merchant vessels, the increased charges of freight
and insurance in shipping goods from Indis, and many other
impediments, less goods could be imported into England,
However, as the salos, instead of showing a fall during this
fourth decade, rather indicate a great inerease, it is evident
that there must have been an abnormal rise in the prices of
Eastern goods, This inference is fully supported by the

! Based on Macgregor’s figures.
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prices realised at the Company’s sales in England and those
obtained by the French Company in France during these
years.

Going to the next decade, we find that with the return of
peace in Burope the import trade, so far as quantities are
concerned, is soon revived, so that its value amounts %o
£10,841,200 during the fifth decade. On the basis of these
figures, which we have taken as roughly indicative of the
amounts of imports, the decennial values are serially related
to each other as

100 : 170 : 173 : 165 : 193.

In other words, the import trade in its quantitative aspect
expressed in decennial averages developed by 93 per cent
during the fifty years under review. But expressed in quin-
quennial averages, which are more relisble indices of the
relative growth of commerce, the quantities imported in the
last five ym'paﬂodmtwnnndnhnﬁﬁmuthmoithu
first quinquennium of 1708-12. Hence, the net rise in
Eastern imports, whether measured by the quantities brought
into the country or the money-values realised at the sales of
thuﬂunxpnny.wuﬂﬁﬂpuoentintumnoiquinqumid
progress within the fifty years under review.

Eastern Imports into Great Britain (Based on Official Returns).

Quinguennial Decennial Percentage
Perioda. Totals Valoes. Progress.
1708-12 £2 158,163
1713-17 3,475,335 £5, 036,485 100
L1718-22 4,606,474
1728-27 4,003,602 8,020,078 170
1728-32 4, 707871 "
173337 5,008,577 0,724,648 173
173842 5,230,071
1743-47 4,092,065 0,328,106 185
1748562 5402223
1753-67 5,348,077 10,841,200 103

£45,180,348

The preceding figures, as observed before, represent the
whole import trade handled by the Englsh nation. The
Company’s business is included in these aggregates and is not
.dentical with them all, How much of it was in sny one year
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appropriated by that body can by no means be estimated.
It was seen that during 1698-1707, the private exports
equalled those of the Company. The same proportion can be
assumed in the import trade also.

But we experience another difficulty. The above figures
are purely hypothetical, because these values are based upon
fixed rates which remained almost unaltered since 1660. They
are only useful for showing the relative growth of the import
trade, but offer no indication to the absolute or real market
prices of imported articles either in the East or in England.

It should therefore be borne in mind that neither the sale
figures nor the Custom House returns reveal the true extent
of the import trade with the East. The first fail to do so for
the reason that the Company’s sales do not include all the
goods of the private merchants, while the second returns
afford us no idea of the prices actually realised in England.
In the years of peace the prices of Oriental goods were low,
while after 1735 these were generally very high. Consequently
no ratio between the prices fixed for the purposes of Customs
and those actually obtained at the sales in England can be
determined and agreed upon. The average sale prices for all
imports may be surmised to range between two to three times
the Customs rates. In any case, our conclusions are sure to be
vitisted by these vague surmises, and no accurate indication
of the growth and volume of the aggregate import trade with
the East will be obtainable and admissible.

Trade in Piece-Goods

As to the nature and volume! of the different items of
imports, it will suffice to ssy that ajthough there was no
difference in their character as compared to the preceding
half a century, the relative importance of the several com-
modities had undergone revolutionary changes. Calicoes

L collected Lk

ey epesent Al gt B plvne sl e The v

cannot be separsted. Hence, parisons cannot be instituted in these
hhﬁmMMﬂﬂhkaﬁnuhﬁl

eentury,
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had, no doubt, during this period as in the preceding, formed
the most importaut investments of the Company, and oecupied
the foremost place among the Eastern imports all through
these fifty years. The imports of calicoes were more than
quintupled in 1720 as compared (o 1695, maintained  that
position up to 1750, but exhibited a most serious fall from
1,103,093 pieces in the last-mentioned year to only 224,983
pieces in 1707 on account of the wars in India, However, they
began to recover, though slowly, after the victory of Plassey.
The chintzes were subject to great fluctuntions. For instance,
139,000 pieces of the year 1698 rose to about 377,000 picces
in 1740, but shrank down to 11§ thousands only in 1757 ;
while after three years they recovered to 145,000 pieces,
that is, to & little above their strength in 1698. The most
serious blow was, however, dealt to the painted and eoloured
fabrics. A glance at the table in the Appendix will show the
violent fluctuations and great depressions to which some of
thmgandnmmhjuhﬁuhmulﬁﬂ. This was mostly due to
the imposition of nnwuulhmvyduﬁmunthuminilnglmﬂ
for home consumption and their excessive importation by
the French Company for the continental markets.

Stained oalicoes, Sooseys, Shalbaftas, Tafisties, Nillas,
Ginghams, Pallampores, ete., were included in the list of
prohibited goods.! They could not be used in England pnid
were therefore meant for the supply of foreign markets.
White calicoes, on the other hand, were in great demand both
in tho British Isles and other European countries. The
quantities imported from Indis remain fairly constant for
forty years from 1711 to 1750 and are temporarily reduced in
thﬁlaﬁtdmﬂedu&tuwminlndh,Empu,mdﬁmﬁu.
The following table will furnish & summary view of the whole
trade in calicoes and sooseys i —*

Yenrs, Calicoes. Htained Calicona,  Sooseys.
1711-20 B, i, 3 416,280 il
172130 0,266,450 1,272,508 U212
173140 1,802,254 2011876 185,777
174150 9,394,272 2,817,000 330,107
1761-80 7,722,636 1,081,042 37,083

"1 Appendix A to Chapter X, p. 330, ¥ Appendices C, F, G, to Chapter VIL.
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The Romance of Tea. Next to ealicoes, tea and coffee
demand aur foremost attention, as the history of their rapid
development is full of the most surprising romance of this
period. They had come to cocupy the topmost places, the
ane having risen from 22,290 lbs, in 1698 to 2,911,231 Ibs. in
1760, and the other from 170 ewts. to 10,416 owts. in those
two years. There was no other item, not even ealicoes, which
could equal tes in Official value as an artiole of Eastern import
into England. This Official value of white calicoes being
£184,257 against £291,123 for tea in the year 1760, the latter
was therefore enthroned at the top of all imports in the
Books of the Custom House,

The imports of tea, though characterised by wild fluctua-
tions in individual years, show a marked tendensy to rapid
growth throughout this period. The annual average for tha
seven years from 1711 to 1717 was 196,596 Ibs. : it rose to
595,356 bs. in the next decade, thus showing a net increase
of 354 per cent over the preceding seven years. Again, it was
more than doubled in the third and stood at 2,924,158 Ibs. in
_Pi:u last decade from 1748 to 1757, indicsting the wonderful
increase of 1,727,562 Ibs, in annual imports as compared to
the first period of seven years,

Tea Imported into England and Sold by the B.I. Company.

Yearn, Iba, %5 Inorease over the proceding.
1711-17 L378,171 —_
1718-87 5,953,500 354%,
172837 11,887,217 1D
173847 14,916,540 127-6%%
1748-57 20,241,585 10607,

It means that in the forty-seven years under review the total
amount of imported tea which was actually sold in England
vither for home consumption or re-exportation abroad was
about 63,000,000 Ibs., or roughly speaking, 1,344,000 Ibs, per
annum. Out of this quantity 55,500,000 Ibs. of tea was con-
sumed at home in fifty years and the rest, 7,500,000 [bs. or 12 per
cent of the total quantity imported, was re-exported either fo
the colonies or other European and American countries,
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The rapid growth in the consumption of tea in England
during the first half of the eighteenth century presents
perhaps the most interesting romance of modern times in the
history of the world'’s commerce. Although the quantities
shown in the succeeding table are much below the actual on
account of the prevalence of a great illicit trade up to 1745,
yet the sunual consumption of tea 1o be 12§-fold in the
'sixtios as compared to the 'twenties signifies a remarkable
development in this branch of the Oriental trade and a
rovolutionary change in the habits of the English people.

Quantities of Tea Consumed in England.

Annual Av. Variation in Terms
Yoars. in thousand Ihs. of 1711-20.
1711-20 182 100
172130 AT 223
178140 1047 675
174160 1400 sl
176160 12565

This rapid increase in the consumption of tes was attended
with an almost progressive fall in the prices of all kinds of tea.
It appears from the succez Ting table that the average price of ted.,
al the sales of the Company came down from 16s. 2d. per b
during 1708-12 to 4s. 10d. in 174547, and in the war-years rose
to only Bs. Bd., in spile of the new duty of 5 per cent imposed to .
defray the charges of the war,

Price at the Price for Proportion of

Years, Candle. Home Consumption. Duties to Net Cost,

& . s d.
1708-12 1 X 16 2 1
1713-21 1211 1211 a2
1722-23 78 7 6
1724-33 6 9 10 9 (2}
1TH- 4 2 B 2 1
174547 410 7 0§ o
174850 5 & 77 780,

The coffee® trade was very much linked with that of tea.
The quantities of coffee imported during 1711-20 were con-
siderably higher than those of the preceding decade, but its

i Milbarn, T1, 534-38 ; Wiseet, 1L ¢ Appondiz B, p. 307,
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imports showed a record increase in the next decade when the
annual average reached 11,607 ewts. It appears that after
1730 the use of coffee went on decreasing with the growing use
of tea as & drink, and when the imports of the latter declined
on account of war, cofiee took its place to some extent, The
actual quantities and their decennial variations in terms of the
first decade are as under :—

Years. Total Quantity in ewis Variation,
1711201 55,251 (Nine yoars) 100
1721-30 170 " 187
1731—40 06,108 " 158
174150 52,560 " 5]
175160 68,724 - 112

The sudden increase in the imports after 1720 is probably
due to obtaining a Phirmaund from the Prince of Mocha for
exporting 600 bales of coffee free from Customs from that port
in 1719. The English, like all other Europeans, had to pay
3 per cent duty against 9 per cent charged from the Suratters,
but even this was remitted in the case of cofice. We are also
told that the goods of the Surat merchants were * often so

_ overvalued as to amount to double. The difference in so short

a voyage is sufficient to divert a great part of the Suratters'
trade into the English Channels.”?

The silk industry of Bengal was very considerably improved
during this period. There was keen competition among all
the European Companies for securing raw silk and the silk
fabrics of Bengal. The supplies of raw silk from Chins were
neither s0 good nor so excessive as those from this part of
India.* The exports from the latter were usually far more
than those from China, and were sold at a higher price. The

1 i ¢ Letter )
i e ikt

1711, 5567 Spanish dollars the Mocha Bahar.
1712, 08870 -

1718 110-120 , = Beettle Tuckee Bahar,
1717. ©B3-08 i = Mocha Bahar.
» o lBo-l08 ™ Beettle Tuckee Bahar.
1718, 101 B v Moche Bahar.
PP - " b Tuckes Bahar.
? Lotter Bk,, XVII, pp. 22, 54 * Appendix D, p. 310,
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quantities imported from the two countries are given side by
side for decennial periods :—

Years Bengal Raw Silk.  China Baw Silk.  Bengal Wt Silks
1711-20 653407 The. 60,321 Ibe 240 375 Ploces,
1721-30 A, (30 68,406 610,836
173140 1,306,117 74,763 183,010
1741-50 841,834 75.301 372,617
176160 437,727 2,855 aN1105

While there were practically no or little imports of raw silk
from China up to 1710, the decennial amounts of silk brought
from Bengal for the next forty years were 8§, 13§, 1848, and
11} times those from China. In other words, from nine fo
wineteen times as mich silk was imported from Bengal into
England as from China up to 1750. But the Anglo-French
wars and the wars with the Nabobs of Bengal altogether upset
this splendid trade. Imports from China rose from 75,000
to 903,000 Ibs,, but those from Bengal dwindled from 842,000
to 438,000 Ibs. during the 'sixties. Thus Bengal witnessed a
very serious depression in this profitable trade during the
period of its struggles against foreign conquest. s

An idea of the ordinary investments of the three principal
European nations has been given in the Mémoire* of Jean Law
de Lauriston, where it is said that in 1752 the English bought
about 4000 to 5000 maunds, the Dutch 2000 to 3000, and the
French 6000 to 7000 maunds of silk per year. Supplies of
Persian silk were very intermittent. Since the commencement
of war with Spain, silk was very considerably advanced in
price ; it was therefore pointed out that the overland route
through Russia should be utilised for the supplies of this raw
material from Persia. As the English silk industry had made
great strides during the first half of the eighteenth century,
the E.I. Company gave special attention to the extensive and
improved culture of silk in Bengal to feed the home manu-
factures, and it succeeded in making sericulture the foremost
industry of the provinee.

So far as wrought silks are concerned, fairly large amounts
were imported both from Bengal and China. The quantities
 Mémoiro, p. xivii, Bocitté de L'Histoire des Colonies Franqaises.
¥ Appendix C, p. 300,
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of China silks cannot be made ont from the volumes of
Imports and Exports in the Board of Customs Library, but
those from Bengal have been compiled in the Appendix. Their
decenmial totals in the preceding table show great variations ;
but even with the depression resulting from the constant
depredations of the Mahrattas since 1740 and the wars of the
English with the Nabobs, the imported quantities which had
risen from 249,375 pieces in 1711-20 to 698,010 doring 173140
stood at 372,617 and 391,105 picces respectively in the next
two decades, thus showing an increase of 57 per cent in com-
parison with the first decade.

Growth in Saltpetre Trade. Tl other important branch
of the European trade in Bengal was the supply of saltpetre.
The English Company had been obliged by elauses inserted in
their charter of 1693 and the following ones to furnish the
British Ordnance yearly with 500 tons of good saltpetre at £45
and £53 a ton in times of peace and war respectively. Besides .
this quantity large amounts were required by the Company
for the provision of their ships and factorics. There was also
a constant demand for petre in England for dyeing, manu-
facturing powder and glassware. Hence the Company, by
reason of their monopoly, reaped large profits in this branch
of their trade. In 1717 this monopoly was threatened by a
Dublin merchant, who attempted to get permission from the
Trish House of Commons to import saltpetre into Ireland. The
Company promptly represented against the Irish Assembly
to His Britannic Majesty and pleaded not to grant its petition,
because all British subjects, except those belonging to the
Company, were prohibited and excluded from the E.I trade
by the Company’s charters.!

Three years later complaints were made against the officers
of His Majesty's Ordnance for having sold saltpetre to private
persons, to the considerable prejudice of the Company, and it
was pleaded that none of the petre supplied to the Crown for
military purposes should in future be disposed of for any other
use than the real service of His Majesty.®

' 1,0,, Miscellaneous, 4, pp, 332-38,
* LO., Miscellsneous, 5, p. 326, 17th March, 1720,
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Secure in their monopoly of sale in the British Isles, the
Company attempted to monopolise the supply of this impor-
tant article in Bengal, The Dutch and the English had both
established their factories near Patna! for the purchase,
collection, and refinement of this article. The annual
despateh of saltpetre fleets down the Ganges to Caloutta and
Chinsura had become a permanent feature of the commercial
life of Bengal. Both the nations had from time to time tried
to obtain the farm of salipetre from the Nabob, but the
political triumph of the English at Plassey made them strong
enough to demand and secure it immediately after that
victory. When the English reconciled Ramnarain, the
Governor of Patna, to the Nabob of Bengal, quelled the
disturbanees in Purneah and deterred the Nabob of Oudh
from attempting anything against the peace and tranquillity
of Bengal, Col. Clive applied to the Nebob Mir Jaffir to grant
the Company an exclusive patent for the purchase of petre on
the same terms as Coja Wazeed, the prime minister of Bengal,
had enjoyed for some years past. The Nabob was highly
reluctant to grant such a patent, as he rightly imagined that
if given in the Company’s name it would become R
The Caleutta Government * had reason to believe that nothing
but his fear of the English and the assistance he might have
occasion to demand of us (in case of any exigency) induced
him to comply with our petition for that grant.”* The Nabob
being really impotent to refuse such a demand, granted to the
English the exclusive privilege of the sole purchase of all petre
produced in the provinees of Bengal and Bahar in return for
an annual payment of Rs.40,000, and a stipulation to supply
this Government with 20,000 maunds of petre per annum st
the purchase price.

This impottant privilege was secured to (1) provide Petre
to the l}umpanyhulndilnnﬂEnginndltwleﬁtﬂi
(2) to prevent the French and Dutch from being supplied

1 The setilements were at Fattus, Chuprey, Singis, and Chown-
dey (Lettor XVIIL, p. 472). peey
* Bengal Gen. Letters, IV, pp. 17, 03,
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with that article ; (3) to make immense profits from the sale
of the surplus in Indina ; and lastly (4) to undermine the power
of the Nabob, who from that time became solely dependent
on the English for the supply of that most essential war
materinl.!

The monopoly of the sale of saltpetre was not a new thing.
It had only changed hands. Coja Wazeed had held it on the
same terms for many years past, the Dutch had also endeav-
oured to obtain grants for the sole purchase of petre and opium,
hence there was made no departure by the English in securing
the sole right of disposing of the whole supply of petre. The
only objectionable part of the affair was the transfer of the
source of an immense income and power from the natives of
the country to the foreigners.®

The imported quantitics of saltpetre must naturally vary
during the years of war and pesce. In the ten years of 1741~
60 the annusl imports amounted to 25,117 ewis. ngainst
11,946 owts. in the first and 19,844 cwts. in the last decade.

A View of the Salipetre Trade.?

Years. Total Quantities. Annual Average.
1711-20 107,617 ewin. 11,046 cwia.
1721-30 87,520 9,758
173140 162,000 15,201
1741-50 251,160 25117
1761-80 198,438 18,544

The Growth of the Pepper Trade. In the western parts
of India the Company’s trade mainly consisted in procuring
large quantities of pepper and drugs and small amounts of
precious stones, calicoes, cotton-yarn, snd spices. The
Official values and quantities of the numerous drugs imported
into England from 1697 are detailed in the manuseript
volumes of Imports and Exports. From a survey of those
returns it appears that drugs formed a very appreciable part
of the Company’s investments. Diamonds,* bezoar stones,

1 Bengal Gen, Lotters, IV, pp. 17, 63

* Bengal Gen Letters, IV, pp. 05-07.

In 1747, A .,Mmﬂwﬂdwm t from Omichand

Despchand at /8 per maund (Fac. Hec., Patoa, 1)
¥ Appendix B, p. 307, ¢ Appendix E, p. 312
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and garnets also claim considerable amounts of money. For
instance, £564,904 worth of dismonds alone were registered
from 1711 to 1732 in the Books of Customs, After this year
there are no returns for diamonds, but the import of garnet
stones becomes prominent instead. Either there was a great
amonnt of illicit trade in dismonds, or they used to be brought
into England through the Dutch and the Fremch.! Spices,
being monopolised by the Dutch, were brought in negligible
quantities through the direct channel, but pepper was the
most important item of the Anglo-Indian trade.
Notwithstanding all the efforts of the Dutch to monopolise
the supplies of pepper, the English had succeeded in securing
the desired quantities from their Malabar and Fort Marl-
borough factories.® From 982,860 Ibs. in 1708 the imported

1§ of Pondichery, the French capital in India, M. Postlethwayt
piece- of which the finest

3
J
i
2
g
{]
"5

" ((reat Britain's Com. Interest, p. 199).
t upon the qoestion by the representations

in order to monopolice the pe Trade of the Malabar
have joined with the King Lhchintummwuwiththnﬁnmm
been oblignd to deliver up to them Chittoor and Parmany clear of
ith the sole trade [exclusive of noy other European nation)
which are the two best on all the Malabar Coast for Pepper,
aro aa follows :
absorve that the Samotine King, the most powerful
inkabit the Popper Countrys, being thus reduced,
Duteh to seiee on, and secure all the other Pe
parts, and in that case, may sell what price
as they do on the other four sorts of spi whose
ia loss than that of .undnmquli:nm—l'_r.
A meand to encroase Narigation to parta of
1o the Mediterranonn and Turkey, where pepper ia

to make up the Cargoes for thoss places,

mmh-ﬂymhymmwh.

it would very much enhance Freight pald by the English E.L Co., by
mm:&apmmmugmmmmmmnm“
other parcels, is o consideration or which the owners of shipping doo take
nh-hl;htl;{-lhatﬂlﬂpuTmth:umhmilethwmﬂlﬂmﬂ

Whitehall, April the 2dth, 1711. Representation to Her

{Company's tation, L6th Feb.,, 1710, a2-32, 316-20 of
B. uuTm 37,146.) B =
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amount went up to 4,563,295 Ibe. in 1720, and stood at even
3,133,884 lbs, in 1760, the year of great depression for all
imports. Thus the imports in individual years show extra-
ordinary fluctuations, and even long periods in no way
eliminate these extremes. The decennial totals faithfully
reflect those ups and downs as under :—

te Quantity
Years, {in thoussnd Jba )

1711-20 16,197
1721-30 10,460
173140 23,43
1741-50 2, 644
17561-60 24,004

Total 103,008

It gives us an average of more than 2,000,000 [bs.! per annum
JSor these fifty wears !  While in the second decade the imports
totalled 1,000,000 Ibs. per annum, they rose to a little less than
3,000,000 1bs. in the fourth decads, and stood at abowut 2,500,000
Ibs. even in the worst years of war and universal depression.
There are no means to separate the returns for the quantities
imported from Fort Marlborough and the Malabar coast,
but from an account of sales it appears that the quantities
were related to each other as 100 : 136 from the year 1736
to 1750. If the same ratio were applied to the whole period,
it would be seen that about 60,000,000 lbs. of pepper were
imported from the Malabar factories during this half a
century.

The following reliable figures will reveal at a glance the
course of the Pepper Trade during the century and a half of
British relations with the Indies :—

Thousand lbs.

Yearn Imported into England.
1621-30 14,286
1672-81 30,768
1608-1707 32,014
1721-30 10,460
1741-50 20,044

* The Duteh imports of in 1732 were 1410427 Tba. against
488 REnglish i that yoar. The French imported 006,377 Iba
againat 1,699,001 Ibs. by the Engliah in 1742,
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The enormous extent of the depression in pepper imports
during 1721-30, due to the keen competition of the Ostenders,
had carried this trade to its lowest watermark, and hence
the Company were justified in taking steps against these
interlopers.

The prices of black pepper in India and England at different
periods, as presented below, will prove of great interest :—

Yearn Prices in England. Prices in India.

172232 74d. Jambee variety. Rl-ﬁﬂ]?wnr;dj‘ of
Malabar variety. BT »
1742-50 13d. av. for both.

1751-60 12 RaB0 .,

Thus it appears that the prices of pepper were higher by
67-73 per cent in England and by 33-37 per cent in India
during the years 1742-60, as compared to the decadal period
of 1722-32; still, this article, along with other spices, had
mnnidmhlymmcdmdnﬁngthawmu!aummrj’.

The average prime cost of pepper produced in the Spice
Tslands was 23d. during 1616-18 and had risen to 41d. during
1620-30, but the same stood at only 13d. about & century
later, in 1720. The selling prices for the three periods were,
respectively, 241d., 18d., and 7id. per b, In epite of heavier
duties in the third period, pepper could be sold at less than
41 per cent of the price realised o century earlier! The net
profit after deducting all kinds of charge was, according to
the Company’s own showing, 20 per cent! on the cost.

' The § sccount is interssting in presonting the variows chuarges,

the hase nhpicummllhumtpmﬂlutihnﬂumpmylnﬂ!
Jambes popper :—

* Prime cost of oo the West Coast (of Sumatra) at Eleven Dahar
of 500 wh. is 11a. wi. or per ton of 1600 wia, (s £5 18a.
100 tons of ppuut-idprtumh . = EREI
Freight at o ton . . - . £2200) Pepper, 100
1244, for Custom, loss in breaknge of pepper, tans or
warchouse, ofc., charges on L0600 in 170,200 iba.,
e S e S e e €700 | sells ot Tid.,
Demorage of ships st Gd. per ton per diem . £305]  discount
Interest on the cargo sent . . - . £500 ]  dedovted,
Total charge : g E . E4Man]  £5000."
Gained £9566

(Latter Bk,, XVIIL, p. 586, 1722, March.)




v &
— -

. B

FIFTY YEARS BEFORE PLASSEY 205

As to the other Indian imports, sugar and rice were almost
insignificant ; indigo was no longer able to hold its own
against the Plantation produce; cotton-yarn and carmania
wool were, indeed, often imported in appreciable quantities,
but during the war they suffered more heavily than all the
rest. Indian sugar had altogether been beaten out of the
English market by the West India product. The Duteh,
Portuguese, French, and English had all made rapid strides
in raising very large quantitics of sugar in their colonies, and
hence there was practically no demand for the Indian varicty
in any part of Europe. The quantity imported from 1715 to
1740 only once went up to 22 cwts,, though usually it hovered
about less than half of this amount. In the next twenty
years, the annual average rose to about 27 ewts. out of more
than 1,000,000 ewts. which were annually imported into
England from 1750 to 1759,

Nearly the same remarks apply to the imports of indigo.
The Dutch colonies and the West Indies supplied this
important article cheaper to the European markets, and
hence India had almost lost this staple trade of great antiquity.
The wild fluctuations in the imported quantities pass belief.
While none at all was brought in several years, in others
as much as 255,000 Ibs. were imported into England from
India. The complete set-back in this trade is indicated by
the fact that while 200,000 lbs. were annually imported
about the year 1620, the total quantity carried into England
in the twenty years from 1741 to 1760 was only 36,215 Ibs. !

8o far as the Company's restriotions on the importation of
Eastern goods are concerned, they were made less severe.
The servants of the Company and the mariners and sailors
were allowed to bring in larger quantities than before. Of
course, the exclusive privilege of importing and exporting
certain goods was in no way relaxed.’ Among imports

! From & notice issuod in 1734, we can Jearn the nature of the
roservad by the Conpuny and the commodities ia whrich others were

Goods reserved for the Company’s trade :
* Munlins, ealicoes, and all sorts of goods and merchandises made aud
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indigo and sugar deserve mention as having no place in the
Company’s trade ; while cotton and eotton-yarn are included
in the reserved list, The other restraints were either the

or the levy of very heavy import duties upon them. The
Jsws respecting this subject and their effects upon the Oriental

trade demand special attention, sud consequently we will
outline them in a separate chapter.

mixed with cotton, or silk, or Herba of what denomination soover, carmenin
wool, coffee, cotton, cotton.yarn, cowries, pepper, raw ailk, saltpetee, red-
wood, tes, turmeric.”

Commudities in which commanders may trade :

" Ambergroece, Bezoar stones, Cam Camphire, China
m‘mmudm dhﬂhu,mm;-:‘ﬂl.m:ﬁdi
%mwm.mmmhm. Tutenague,

Muﬂhwﬂhﬂmnﬂdﬂhm“ﬁﬂ@dﬂﬂ
Madrns," 11, pp. 324-25.




CHAPTER VIII
BRITISH EXPORTS TO THE ORIENT

We will now proceed to examine the growth of the export
trade of England with the East during the fifty years from
1708 to 1757 on the basis of the Company's returns, A mere
glance at the sucoeeding table is sufficient to impress upon the
mind of the reader the steady and remarkable progress made
in the vent of British merchandise in Indis and other parts of
Asia. In the fifth decade 2-62 times more goods were sup-
plied to India and 2-80 times more to the whole of Asia as
compared to the first period of ten years. Little progress was
indeed made during the first two decennial periods, as an
appreciable part of that trade was then appropriated by the
Ostenders and other free merchants. We are aware that
more and more severe laws were made against this body of
clandestine traders, and that the Company? did eventually,
in 1731, succeed in obtaining a decree from the Austrian
Emperor against those smugglers. By these measures a
large part of the trade which was before carried on by the
Ostenders was naturally transferred to the Company. This
fact is mirrored in the rapid swelling of their exports to India,
from £988,500 in the second decade to £1,299,000 sterling in
the third. The remarkable growth of the next decade is, to
fome extent, due to the Carnatic War, for which greater
amounts of military stores were required; but a large
measure of it is to be attributed to the growing demand
ereated by the Company for European goods in the Indian
pmi-unuh.umlluinuthurpuhufﬂnil. In spite of wars
¥ Sgo Court Bi., 48, pp. 126-25,
207
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with their commercial rivals of Spain and France, the Com-
pany had succeeded in doubling the export trade during the
troublous years from 1736 to 1707. The succeeding table,
giving the total decennial values of exports to Greater India
and Asia, respectively, is remarkable in showing the almost
insignificant part played by China snd Japan in consuming
English goods.
Merchandise Ezported from England by the East India
Company to India, China, St. Helena, eto. elo,

Exports to the

Period. Exporta to Greater India.!  East Indies.
170817 £006,253 £1,018,538
171827 68,535 1,047,305
172837 1,200,143 1,368,326
173547 1,720,505 1,820,018
174857 2,631,248 2,888,239

£7,624,771 £5,121,016

1t will be seen that Ching and Japan consumed 5, 44, 5, 5,

11} per cent goods, respectively, in the five decades, while the

y mmmummmwum

did not exceed 596,744, giving an average of only £11,935 per
ym,wumlnguuf?«&fmmﬁ&yyem'peﬂd,

Bullion Exports to the East

The exports of bullion show & similar upward tendency,
the third decade alone being characterised by a small falling
off in this item, It will be seen that the share of China in
the E.I. Company’s bullion exports s, with the exception of
the last, greatest in the thicd decade.

Giroater East
Perioll. Greater Indis. Eaat Indies. Inelin, Indies.

Total Quantities in £, Percentage Growth,
1708-17 3,360,022 3,505,004 104 100
1718-27 4,371,004 5,216,169 130 134
1728-37 3,871,201 6015102 115 121
173547 4,575,635 5,228,333 133 136
1748-57 5,044,245 7,670,678 108 187

Total 21822237 97,025,228

% The whole East Indios except China and Japan.

I
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A pglance at the fourth and fifth golumns will show a net
rise of 68 per cent in the money exports to Greater India
during the fifth period, as compared to the first, but the same
was doubled so far as sll the Asiatic factories were concerned.
In short, on the basis of the preceding decennial values, it
appears that from 1708 to 1757 there was exported in money

totheBast . . . 27millng

ta Greater India . SR AT
and

to China and Japan + B g B

That is, 4} times as much silver and gold were sent to
Greater India as to China-Japan during this half a century.
The amount remitted to the Celestial Empire widely varied
from 14 to 35 per cent during this period, the actual ratios for
the five decades being respectively :—

16:19 : 29 : 14 : 35 per cent of the total bullion exports.

It is a most significant fact that on the whole only 19 per cent
of the money sent out of England was spent in providing home
investments in Ching as well as Japan, and the remaining
81 per cent of the precious metals was absorbed by Greater Indin.

The proportion of bullion to merchandise during this whole
period of fifty years was more than 3 : 1, although the ratios
show a great fluctuation in the various decades, as, for instance,

the exported money was

3-6, 5, 67, 28, and 27
times the value of goods sent out in the corresponding five
decades. The abnormal rise in the export of bullion during
. the second decade is due to the great falling-off in the con-
sumption of merchandise imported into the East by the
Company on account of the large and cheaper supplies by
the Ostenders, as has been previously pointed out.

The main results of our review can now be summarised

thus :—

Fifty Years' Increase in

CGreater India, Asin.
Merchandise sxporta . . 180%5
Bullion exports to h . . lﬁ Tl'g
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Quantities of Goods Exported

So far we have been dealing with the Company’s returns
as they are given in the Parlismentary Paper, No. 152, and
reproduced by Moreau and Macgregor. Almost the same
conclusions sre dedueible from Milburn’s figures ! for
exported merchandise during the whole period.

The Official Returns, however, totally upset the foregoing
results. The actual values of exports in quinquennial and
deeadal periods expressed in pounds sterling, and the relative
progress made in the different periods, are set forth in the
following table :—

British Exports into Asia,

{Based on Official Retumna.)

Quinguennial Drecenninl Per cont
Perioda, Totals. Values, hng::n
1708-12 44,785
1713-17 306,615 1,046,400 By
171822 409,084
1723-27 482,231 081,315 ™
}-m-rr tm 1,801 172
mel om0,

f 300

174852 2,797,862 ey
176367 3,541,573 6,539,435 034

14,850,204 14,651,224

It will be seen that these figures, representing the aggrogate
export trade, though similar to the Company’s two sets in
showing a deeline in the second decade, are vastly different
in actual and relstive values, On their basis the lotal export
trade of England with the East Indies had developed to maore
than sixfold in the fifth decade as compared to the first, But the
comparison becomes startling if only two years—the first and
the last of the half-century—are taken into consideration. The
value of exports in 1708 was only £60,915, but it rose to
£845,466 in 1757, having gone up to £574,679 in 1755, and |

 They are respectively £1.177,126, £1,110,611, £1,388,780, £1,705,650,
and £2.767.300 for the five decades,
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even to £893,540 in 1746. In other words, at the end of half
a century from the union of the two companies, the British
exports in goods into the East had multiplied to fourteen times
their level in 1708, It is undoubtedly a splendid record of
the Company’s achievements and ought to have disarmed
all opposition against that body, but perhaps vested interests
and factions are always blind to facts.

For a clear comprehension of the export trade in mer-
chandise sent to the East by the Company and all other
exporters, we will reproduce below in tabular form the
necessary data in percentages :—

Percentage Growthiof  Total Export
Trade.

Periods, Co.'s Export Trads. J
170817 10 )
1518-27 103 04
1728-37 131 172
173847 150 360
1748-57 250 63

A comparison of the foregoing table with the one detailing
the Company’s exports will indicate that the returns of the
Company and the Custom House were approximately similar
for the first two decades. The divergence between them grew
more and more marked as years passed on. The Custom
House Returns during the next three decades exceeded the
Company’s by £6,568,000, Now these returns for the first
two decades include also private exports which in the first
decade of the eighteenth century appear to equal those of
the Company. It will therefore mean that during 1698-1707
the market prices were double those at which the goods
were rated by the Customs authorities.

Working on this assumption, we can find the approximate
market prices of all exports by doubling the Customs Values,
These will then smount to £29,000,000 sterling. Now deduct
the Company's exports from this sum, the remainder—
£21,000,000—must have been handled by private merchants.
In other words, during this half a century the average snnual
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exports of merchandise from the United Kingdom approxi-
mated to £580,000.

The Course of the Company’s Total Export Trade
Up till now we have been separately studying the progress
of the export trade in bullion and merchandise, but in the
succeeding table the two itzms have been taken together in
order to give 8 general view of the whole export trade of
England with the East through the Company alone.

Decennial Values of Exporte.

P-.rliamuur{mlum Miltrurn's Figures.
Valuein Pounds, Peroentage. Value in Pounds. Percentage.
1708-17 4,013,502 100 4,503,682 100
171827 6,263,054 1274 1,383,078 128
172537 1,353 427 130 1,524, 056 130
173647 7,057,361 142 7,023,007 140
1748-67 10,528,817 214 10,437,889 209
35,146,741 35,362,632

Thtmhamnlmmtthanmuinthemmhuimﬁsthﬂ
given above. Rapid progress is evidenced during the second
mﬂthuhntdmlduu,ﬂunthartwnuhnwingwryalow
advances, Tﬁtminrﬂuﬂdlk_ﬁlyyml‘mwmaﬂmc
quw:ﬂmﬁcMMthuﬁsMi@
ufﬁeﬂrﬁhﬁﬂpﬂrﬂim!hﬂrim For instance, on the
basis of Parlismentary figures it appears that the yearly
average of £491,359 in the first decade was raised to £1,062,881
in the fifth decennium.

h&amoeﬁing-nmﬁnmﬂhﬂdmhwﬁhthaimpﬂmd
uxpnﬂhﬂﬂniﬂ:ntﬂﬁhhinthﬁtﬁhﬁﬂntﬂhhin
general and China in partioular. The previous study must
lead us to the inevitable conclusion that, despite a falling-off

’Thuupuﬂ:dhuwnuraﬁnbuﬂhﬂnhﬁhdhm-
Hmmrﬂyrﬂnhhlm-hwﬁmmddﬂﬁlmdmm
England for the hase of Oriental goods. By deducting the amounta
axported by the U pmb{,'rumuldﬂndthnwlmllummtby;ﬁm

:

Ithnpitgthtm; pmmujniu;thﬂmulrﬂumnlm
given in the Customas have boen lost, and I have no mesns in India
tuinmrpuruhlhrmlnlhhuuﬁmdnh-hmh
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here and there, the upward tendency has been persistent in
both branches of trade. It is now time to investigate their
mutual relation and consequently the direct gain, so far as it
can be messured in money, aceruing to England from this
Oriental trade.

The direct advantage can be caleulated by the addition of
two main items—the amounts of British exports of merchan-
dise consumed in Asis, and the excess of imports over
of both goods and money. Having studied the first, we will
limit ourselves to finding out the excess in this section. The
gain will naturally differ with the source of statistics. It will
be preferable to calenlate that excess on the basis of the
Company’s returns, the Official Statistics being more or less
hypothetical. The gross profit, provided all the merchandise
put up at sales belonged to the Company and none to private
merchants, can be presented in the

Decennial Excess of Imports over Exports.
Parliamentary Milburn's
Figurea.

Period. Returna,

1708-17 E4, 872310 £4,703, 330

1718-27 B 405,530 8,256,015

1725-37 0,042,758 9,501,307

173847 11,005,619 11,038,972

1746-57 10,023,778 11,014,708
£44.850,011 £44,634,420

These figures have been obtained by subtracting the
decennial values of exported bullion and merchandise from
the decennial total sums realised from the sale of imports.

A very important item ought to be deducted from this
excess, before we can caleulate the gross profits of the
Company. Bills of exchange were every year drawn upon the
Company in England by their servants and free English
merchants resident in the East for the moneys that they
were to remit to England. The payments for bills of exchange
being an extra charge to the Company, even though the
money only changed hands in England, should be added to
the usual returns regarding the export of bullion and goods.
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The Third Report of the Committee of Secrecy, 1775, gives
figures for the bills of exchange for the years 1732 to 1771,
but the earlier figures from 1708 to 1731 are not available. By
interpolating an approzimate sum for these years, we can
arrive at an estimate of the amount of money paid by the
Company in bills of exchange during the fifty years in question.
This sum, as detailed below, amounted to £8,864,435.

Bills of Exchange.
Total Avernge.
1708-31 E4, 160,000 £160,000 (In Intesd.)

1732-37 1,008,538 178,130 ( on the Third Report.)

173847 1,090,763 19078, . =

1748-67 1,044,534 164,453 i bt =
£4,864,435

In other words, the total money spent by the Company on
the basis of Milburn’s figures, which are identical with those
of the Third Report, in procuring their imports was :—

Eﬂkdmm . Y
Total spent by the Company . . . £44,226,067

An investment of £44,000,000 from England, without taking
into consideration the great sums earned by the Company
by their carrying trade and commerce in Eastern countries,
and the revenues of Caleutta, Madras and Bombay, gave a
return of imports which realised £80,000,000 sterling. Thus
the gross gain acerwing to the Company during the whole period
of fifty years was abowt £36,000,000 sterling, or £715,400 per
annum on the total sum of £44,000,000 sent out to the East in

In other words, & gross profit of 82 per cent per annum was
on the average earned during the whole period of fifty years.
Out of this the Company had to pay customs, freight, and
demurrage, charges of merchandise in India and England,
loans and donations to the state, interest on the borrowed
capital, dividends to the shareholders at various rates and,
above all, meet the heavy expenses of a long war with its
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rivals. It is strange that the rate of this groes profit con-
tinued to grow on and on during the forty years from 1708 to
1747:; in the last decade alone s vehement set-back is
ohservable, due no doubt to the expenditure incurred in wars
with the French.

An idea of the excessive enhancement of expenses in India
can be had from the following table of the Charges Civil and
Military incurred at the various settlements in the years named
below :—1

1728-H. 1760-55,
Fort William . N . 03 %07 £338, 400
Fort Bt. George . . 00,545 Ba2.5TT
Bombay . < . 432481 520,570
Fort Mariborough . = 43,228 106,226
Sk Helena i - r- 190,018 40,440

£840,722 £1,577,230

Dividends Paid by the Company. In 1708 the proprietors
of the Company were paid b per cent dividends, which were
increased to 8 per cent the next year and 10 per cent since anno
1711. They were, however, reduced to 8 per cent in 1722, and
continued at that rate for the next ten years. As the Company
had then to pay £200,000 as a free gift and also gave up 1 per
cent of the interest payable by the Government on their
previous loans of £3,200,000 for the renewal and extension of
their eharter, dividends further fell to 7 per cent in 1732 and
remained at that level till Midsummer, 1743, when they were
increased by 1 per cent. This rate was kept up till 1755,
During this period & new loan of £1,000,000 at 3 per cent
interest was advanced to Government in consideration of the
Company’s charter being extended to 25th March, 1780, and
the rate of interest was reduced to 3 per cent on the total loan
of £4,200,000 since 1750. The expense of war, new loans to
Government, and reduction of interest payable by the same on
their previous loans—all these were bound to tell adversely
upon the Company. The dividends were therefore reduced
to 6 per cent in 1756, So far as the total amount of dividends
received by the proprietors during the forty-seven and a half years

* Third Report of the Committee of Secrecy, 1773, pp. 50-53,
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from Christmas, 1708, to Midsummer, 1755, is concerned, it was
£12,457,476, bring, upon an average, £262,262 for each year, or
about £8-4 per cent per annum on £3,194,000, being the capital
wpon which the Company then divided,! Compared with the
Dutch Company’s gains this profit is insignificant, yet it is
far higher than the current interest on loans which ranged
between 3 and 5 per cent in those years.

The main results of the oversea trade of England with the East,
so far as it was controlled by the E.I. Company, during the
whole period of fifty years from 1708 to 1757 can now he

summed up as below :—

The whole Orient. Indis proper.
English inte . . 27 million pounda. 20 million pounds.
Englhhmrmnhm P S e 6 -
Imports England from . 850 ., "

The Relative Distribution of British Exports in India

Having seen how much money and merchandise were ex-
ported by the Company from England into India during these
fifty years from 1708 to 1757, we proceed to study the relative
distribution of these exports among the various parts of India.
The snnual returns for the whole period, as published in the
Parlismentary Paper, No. 152 of 1813, have been presented
* in the form of decennial totals in Appendix A. At the outset
it should be remarked that, as previously pointed out in the
preceding part of this section, “India™ really denotes
“ Greater India " and not India proper. As several minor
factories in other parts of Asia or Africa were controlled by the
Presidencies in India, their accounts were included in the totals
for India in the said Parliamentary Paper. The exports to
these parts should really be deducted from the previous totals,
and then alone we ean find the amounts of money and
merchandise imported into India proper. The result of the
various caleulations is summarised below (—

Greater Indin. India proper.
Total : . £20,240,008 £20,687 408
Mere . - 7.524.971 6,818,740
Bullion . . o 2)eaea7 16,588,700

1 Third Report of the Commitieo of Seercay, 1773, pp. 72-Td.
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The share of English factories established in Madeira,
St. Helena, Madagascar, the Cape of Good Hope, Mocha,
Glombroon, Borneo, Batavia, Bencoolen, and Prince of Wales's
Island, as regards both bullion and goods exported to them,
came up to £2,559,540 for these fifty years, which means that
a little more than 7 per cent of the total exports from England
were sent to those places, while Indis proper absorbed 76 per
cent of the total,

Out of the total sum of more than £26,500,000 imported into
India by the Company, the shares of the three Presidencies
were very different. The centre of importance was altogether
transferred from Surat and Bombay to Madras and Bengal.
The first claimed 22} per cent of the total exports against
43} per cent in the case of Madras and 34 per cent in that of
Bengal. The last-named Presidency showed a sudden increase
of activity after securing the Great Charter from Furuckseer ;
for instance, the bullion exports to Bengal from 1708 to 1717
amounted to £772,5620, they rose to £1,331529 in the
next ten years, and stood at £1,835,620 in the last decade
of 1748-57.

Similar results are to be seen in the case of merchandise.
The figures for Bengal rose from £159,619 in the first decade
to £227,163 during 1718-27 snd £826,825 in the last decade.
That is, the demand for British goods in Bengal (on the basis
of decennial averages) rose to more than five times during this
half a century. However, on comparing the amounts of goods
exported in the years 1708 and 1757, we find in the last year
ten times as much merchandise was sent into Bengal as in the
first. In Madras the rate of progress was not so marked,
though it went on steadily growing from £1,616,614 in 1708-17
to £2,541,498 in the last ten yesrs in the case of specie, and
from £319,661 to £581,652, respectively, in merchandise.
Bombay-Surat stood last of all. The bullion exports to these
parts were £652,978 during the first decade and £1,075,161
during the last, but a very considerable advance is shown in
the consumption of British goods. Steady progress is visible in
all decades, though the last war decade tops all. The invoiced
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value of goods sent in 1708-17 was £336,657, but it: leaps up to
£000,000 during 1748-57. The shares of the three Presidencies
expressed in percentages of the fotal Company's imports into
India for the fifty years from 1708 to 1757 are :—

Tolal Exports to
Tndia. Bombuay. Madrns, Bengal.
100 20 69 4349, %
Bullion Exports to
India. Bombay. Mudras. Bengal.
100 18%, 4%, 339
Merchandise Exported to
Tndia. Bombay. Madras.  Bengal.
100 189, 21% 35%

The proportions of bullion to goods show great differences
in the three Presidencies. Bombay with £2,594,726 in goods
to its share consumed the largest amount relatively as well as
absolutely. Bengal with £2,368 432 came next, while Madras
showed the least demand for British goods. The bullion
exports exhibit just the opposite results. The moneys invested
in procuring home investments were the greatest in Madras,
then followed Bengal, while the western parts of India occupied
the lowest position. The percentage proportions of bullion to
merchandise in the three Presidencies, as presented in the
following table, will tend to show the great differences in the
commoreial importance of the various ports of India,

Proportion of Bullion to Merchandise in each Presidency.

Bombay. Madras Bengal.
Ballion . . B51% 8y, T4,
Merchandise . 43%, 109 20%

These figures furnish monumental evidence of the relative
decay of Surat and its dependent factories, and of the great
activity of the industrial towns in Madras and Bengal. The
continued excursions of the Marathas, the invasions of Nadic

w
L}
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and Abdalls, the chaos and anarchy prevailing in the central
and northern parts of India, due to the decline of the Mogul
Empire, naturally transferred. the eommercial operations of
the Company from those parts to the coast of Coromandel
and Bengal, which were comparatively safe from the ruinous
effects of anarchy. This period of universal distraction and
disturbance tended to the development of the Company’s own
towns of Madras and Caleutta, which rapidly grew up to be
two of the greatest centres of industry, commerce and

shipping.*
The Nature of Exports

The articles of export from Great Britain, as already stated,
were practically bullion, woollens, lead, copper, irom, tin,
quicksilver, hardware, stores and provisions, of which the
proportions naturally varied at various times, Supreme
efforts had always been made by the British nation to find
new and wider markets for the woollen manufactures of the
country and to protect them from foreign aggression by means
of high protective tariffs.

A glance at the table in Appendix B to this chapter will
show that no other item of the exported merchandise approached
in value to the woollens; nay, all the other articles of export put
together, leaving bullion out of account, fell far short in value
of the single item of woollens. The percentage proportions

1 ; i L -
&Mﬂh regular commervial intercourse wm

but the trade with other Asiatic and
parts was most irregular and insignificsnt. For instance, commercial

Barmeo

ty fluctustions from 1712 to 1745, during h‘h!:hpcrindthnj’ch‘:ﬂnd
ﬁ,mdmhumnnmdmhtnﬂim The trade with Prince of
Walea's Tnland as late as 1800, so that it falls outside our !
The Perwinn and Sen trades are not very significant. The fish
factories at Mocha and Gombroon did but little trade with the western
countries of Asia, The cheaper silk supplios from China told upon the silk
trade of Persia. Thuughr]nrm-rhlzpz grest variations during the first
forty years, the trade to these ndi‘nly!uudmdwthrmu!
Alx-la-Chapelle, remained at & lovel up to 1757, and Hagered on up to
1772, when it ceased altogether,
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of the latter to the total exported merchandise in the under-
mentioned periods varied from 52§ to 71, as shown below :—

The Percentage Proportion of Woollens to
Total Merchandise,

Perind.

170820 71
1721-30 G
173140 52}
174150 59
1756160 : 54

As the woollen exports by the East India Company showed
a great decline in the *twenties, the merchants raised clamours
against the Company's monopoly. An engiiry was con-
sequently made by the Lords Commissioners of Trade in 1726,
The Company were asked the reasons of the diminution in the
exportation of the woollen manufactures, pari passu with an
Mhmwmm&uw,hﬂemﬁm
of ten years from September, 1714, to 1724 as compared with
the ’:;ndium of the twelve years preceding (Addl. M8, 14,035,
p. ). . :
Tt was stated by the Commissioners that the total exports of
manufactures, products and stores from '

September, 1714, to September, 1724= £004,106
September, 1702, to Soptember, 1714-=£1,126,7T

Out of this, the exports of woollen manufactures were as
below :—
Agril, 1702, to Beplember, 1713 £524,400
1714= 57,000

£081,400

April, 1714, to Beptember, 1710= €42,000
Apeil, 1719, to September, 1724= 80,000

£132,000

In other words, the percentage ratio of woollens to other
goods was as high as 58 in the first period, but it fell down to
only 135 in the second. The woollen manufacturers were
naturally up against the monopoly of the Eastern trade,
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The East Indis Company pointed out that they had tried
their best to promote the vend of British manufactures, even
at & considerable loss incurred by reason of the great troubles
and wars in Persia and the intestine divisions in the Mogul
Empire. Then the Ostenders earrying out cheaper French
woollen goods could undersell the English in India. “ Add to
this that the Indians knowing of the entire prohibition of the
use of all painted calicoes in Britain appeared more shy of
dealing with the English and more inclined to the Ostenders
(1.0, Mizcellaneous, 6, 270-323),

The succeeding decades do not only show a recovery, but an
appreciable advance, in the vent of woollens, At the end of
our period we find the Company as zealous as ever in promot-
ing the sale of these goods. The Directors, ** still desirous of
promoting the national advantage,” proposed to send 333
bales of woollens to Bengal Presidency although the latter had
not indented for any, and sent directions that factors should
exert themselves to promote the sales to the utmost of their
power (27 parn., 20th November, 1754).

At the same time they authorised them, in case of extreme
necessity, to sell the goods at a lower rate (not under the
invoice price in any case) than at an advance of 15 per cent
upon the invoice price as they were used to do (paras, 24 and
28, January 31st, 1755), We find by their letter of January 31st,
1755, that they actually sent out 206 bales to Bengal and
proposed 500 bales for St. George, 1130 for Bombay, and
240 for Persia, These figures show us the relative importance
of the different settlements for the demand of woollen cloths.
It meant that the Company had succeeded in finding a sale for
about 2000 bales per annum of woollens manufactured in
England.

On further examination of the table in Appendix B it will
be seen that so far as absolute values are concerned, lead, iron
and foreign goods show a falling off in the fifth decade, while
stores manifest a distinet decrease in the fourth decennium ;
otherwise all along this period of fifty years there is a marked
tendency towards rapid growth. The percentage increase in
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several items during each decads in comparison to the yearly
average of 1708-20 has been calenlated as below :—

Percentage Increase in Exports.
(The values of 1708-20 = 100.}

Forel
Woallens, Lead. Copper. Iron. Storoa. Gaaﬁ

17020 100 100 — 100 100 100
172130 2] 110 —_— 153 115 173
173140 100 13 100 159 1853 piE]
1741-60 180 206 140 17 160 45
176160 230 1897 432 151 T4 I

It is evident that the last two decades reveal marked
advances in the sale of the above-mentioned goods. Woollens,

tively, in the last decade as gompared with the first period of
thirteen years ; wlﬁl&lﬁd.h‘nn,mﬂfmsigngoodnﬁmhed
their highest points of 205, 174, and 445 per cent in the fourth
decade a5 compared to the base period. These facts afford &
distinct evidence to the effect that a remarkably rapid progress
hﬂbmuuuﬂchuﬂﬁ:ﬁm&qfﬁemmtmdqm
these forly years.

Taking the whole metal group as one item, we find that it
was worth 12 per cent of all the exports for the first twenty-
three years of this period, rose to 23 per cent during the next
two decades and went up to 29 per cent in the ten years from
1751 to 1760. As & whole, it cccupied 22 per cent of the total
exports of the period of fifty-three years and showed a very
appreciable growth in its demand. The market for tin was the
wenkest of them all, for only £36,402 worth of it could be
exported during the fifty-three years from 1708 to 1760. Tron
occupied o somewhat better position—the total amount being
worth £300,052. Lead with £532,602 in value came next, and
copper by reaching £1,166,781 in total worth was 32 per cent
more in value as compared to the other three metals put
together. The total values of all the four metals and their
percentage proportions to the sggregate exports are given
below :—
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Metals Ezported,

Periods. Value of Metals, a5 Proportions.
1 70530 £101.182 13
172130 120,377 12
173140 354,000 ik ]
1741560 458066 = |
175160 1,612 29
£2,044,737 a2

Foreign goods excelled all the other items in the rapdity
aud volume of their growth. They became threefold in the
ten years from 1731 to 1740 and fourfold during 1741 to 1750,
though in the next decade they fell down to 31-fold on
secount of the wars in India and the unsettled conditions
of the continent of Europe. Their actual values and pro-
portional strength as compared to the total merchandise
were as below :—

Foreign Goods Re-exported.

of the
Perioda. Actual Value. Total
1708-20 £45,980 a3
1721-50 48,743 3§
173140 79,273 6}
1741-50 124,005 0
175160 108,749 3

The last item of the exports to the East is that of stores.
Their aggregate value for the period of fifty-three years being
£1,162,160, they bore a ratio of 12} per cent to the total exports.
There was an abnormal fallin the decade 1741-50, due probably
to the large exportations of the previous years, The normal
percentage for the whole period appears to be 13, while the
extreme ranges were 9 and 15 per cent of the total exports,
It must have been seen that during the fourth and fifth
decades there was a considerable increase in the value of total
exported goods. Mill attributes the greater part of this
inerease to stores and other military apparatus for the supply
of forts and for maintaining the struggle against the French
and the Indian princes. That his assertion is not based on
facts is sufficiently clear from the percentages given above.

The preceding statements furnish remarkable evidence of
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the growth of Anglo-Asiatic trade before the aequisition of
political power in Bengal. The Company had marvellously
succeeded in creating a permanent demand for British goods
in India and elsewhere, This arduous task had been accom-
plished, it should not be ignored, in face of the solid opposition
of equally strong competitors like the Dutch and French,
and before any machinery or processes had been invented for
the cheap manufacture of goods. So it is but just to conclude
that the next half-century will show splendid results even
without the cropping up of new causes for the favourable
growth of those commercial relations.

The history of the growth of Anglo-Asiatic trade is profusely
illustrated by, presenting the same data in a different form.
The following table has been prepared to give averages of the
successive periods of peace and war from 1697 to 1755
inclusive. The export averages are characterised by frequent
and excessive fluctuations in the periods of war and peace, but
the imports, with the only exception of the third period of
peace, show & wonderful tendency to advance in all periods.
The following figures will, it is to be hoped, prove significant :—

Average of the Periods of War and Peace.

Poriods of War ending in Tmporta. Exports.
1687 £282,837 £47,004
1712 408,941 106,008
1721 D58, L0k 03,402
1748 DS, 400 432,022
Periods of Peace ending in .
: 1701 £600,031 £214.212
1717 606,167 70,323
1738 a50,870 151,642
1755 L 110,158 714,106

In the preceding sections we have been studying the state
and progress of the Anglo-Asiatic commerce by itself, without
any reference to either Great Britain's trade with other parts
of the world or to India’s relations with other countries,
The vital question whether the progress visible in the Eastern
relations was a phenomenon by itself, or was due to some
gmﬂduumaqmﬂyupunﬁnghthnmimoimm-
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mercial relations throughout the world, deserves special
attention. The external trade of a country is admittedly a
eomplex phenomenon, constituting at least a binary or rather
a trinal system, but it has often been treated as a unitary
process. We shall always lack the exact perspective and be
incapable to draw right conclusions unless we extend our
researches into those binary and trinal relations, The Asiatic
trade studied in its first phase of being a part of the great and
growing maritime commerce of the United Kingdom, is full
of strange and interesting révelations.

The annual imports and exports of the United Kingdom
from 1708 to 1757 have been given by Whitworth, Moresu, and
Macgregor. Their decennial totals expressed in percentages,
taking the values of the first decade as base, show a steady
though slow progress in both the imports and exports of the
Unittd Kingdom. But when that upward tendency is
presented side by side with that part of it which was related to
the East, we find that the development in the latter far out-
strips that of the whole, particularly in the item of exports.
The entire course of trade to and from the East.as well as to
and from the whole world with the United Kingdom is
mirrored in the percentages given below :—

Eastern Trade versus Total Trade of the United Kingdom.
Total Exporta to Total

Decades.  Easturn Imp.  Tmports, the East, Exp.
1708-17 104 100 100 10
1718-27 150 124 “ 108
1728-37 173 143 172 128
173547 165 130 339 144y
174857 103 102 4 170

It is therefore evident that while the import trade of the
United Kingdom with the whole world rose by 62 per cent
during the fifty years under review, the same with the East
alone increased by 93 per cent. It was, however, in the
mannufactured and other goods exported from the country that
extraordinary advances had been made—the two trades
showing an advance of 76 and 534 per cent respectively during
the same period of half a contury !

9
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Again, instend of tracing relative growth by comparing each
branch of trade to its own base, we shall also measure quanti-
tatively the part oceupied by the Eastern trade in the whole
commerce of the Kingdom. The following were the per-
centage proportions of the Eastern trade during the five
decades, taking the total import and export trades of the
country each equal to 100 in each decennial period :—

Oriental Trade Expressed in Percentage of the Whole

British Trade.
I:mdu. m;:upmu. E:rpuﬂ.ln to the East.
TO8-17 11% B0
171807 5 O the total s Of the total
173847 13 Kingd 43 | ened
174867 12 b5

Thus, while during the first deeade the Oriental imports
formed 11 per cent of the total imports into the Kingdom,
they rose to 15 per cent during the second decennium, fall
to 13 per cent in the third and maintained the same proportion
for the next twenty years. Hence the net result was that at
the end of half a century the proportion of the Eastern
imports was enhanced by 2 per cent in the total merchandise
imported into the Kingdom.

But the development of British export trade to the East
was marvellous, because during the first decade those exporto
formed only 1-5 per cent of the total exports, but &t the end
of fifty years they amounted to 53 per cent, having quad-
rupled in strength as compared to their former level.

Although the amount of exports to the Fast appears
insignificant, being only 5-5 per cent of the total exports, it
should not be ignored that the East was-only one part of the
world and that, too, a distant and new field of exploitation.
Looking upon the actual values of goods exported to the
various countries in the year 1767 when the Oriental trade was
much depressed owing to wars with the French and the Nabob
of Bengal, we find that the East ranked sixth in the world as
regards the consumption of British exports and by far the
first in the supply of imports to the United Kingdom.
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A Comparative Chart of British Trade to Various Colowies
and Countries vn 1757.

T ports, ' Exports
East Indis . . - ELIIL D08 L845ATE (1)
Flanders . - - 9 2 00s D5 M5
France . . i - 2117 SO, G
Germany 7 s H S0 403 015,804 (5)
Holland . . . . 401784 1,304,021 (2}
Ireland . .° ., . 687471 0,843 {4)
Italy . : i . 402 521 6457
Portugal . | - . 251,544 1.G&T7.080 (1)
Russin . B : 4 430,633 67,200
Bpain . : : ” 152,500 L1G4,973 (3)
Jamaiea . - " e, 124 A5L.707
New England . : A 27,4608 D 404
New York 1 - 5 10,168 $53,211
Pennaylvania . . 4 14,100 28,490
Virginin and Maryland . 418,551 420 857

It will have been obvious now that the development of the
Oriental trade is not solaly to be attributed to the general
causes which operated in the extension of British maritime
trads during these fifty years, but that there were other potent
causes particular to the Oriental relation which contributed to
the greater growth of Anglo-Asiatic commerce, As it has
already been shown that the share of Chins and Japan in
British exports was insignificant and had risen only from
5 per cent in the first decade to 11} per cent in the last decade,
this remarkable progress in the Eastern trade is consequently
to be explained by causes inherent in the Indo-British
telations. We are therefore eventually led to those exclusive
privileges which the E.I. Company had from time to time
obtained from Indisn Emperors and Nabobs for trading and
establishing factories as the most favoured nation.

So much for the first aspect of the binary system of our
Oriental trade. The other phas: delineating the amount and
character of that trade as part of the entire external com-
merce of India and other Asistic countries is inextricably
complex. Statistics of the foreign trade of all Asintic countries
a8 conducted by the various European and Oriental nations
are not available. Yet a comparison with the course of
Oriental trade shared by the French and Dutch—the two
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principal competitors of the British in the Bast—cannot but
throw strong light on the growth of Euro-Asiatic commerce in
general and Indo-British trade in particular.

The Fortunes of the Dutch East India Company

The values of the Duteh trade with the East Indies during
the fifty years from 1708 to 1757 present an interesting
contrast to the English trade ; 237 ships wore in all sent out of
the Indies laden with Eastern goods worth 64,500,000 florins
from 1710 to 1719, while in the ten years of the 'sixties the
invoiced cost of goods on the 233 returning ships had risen to
86,000,000 floring, showing an increase of 33 per cent on the
first decade. Thus the development of the Dutch E.L trade
falls far below that of the English, From other accounts it
appears that the business of the Dutch was very much
stagnant, if not positively dwindling, after the *forties. The
sums realised at the sales in the two decades of 1720-29 and
1750-59 do not exhibit any increase. They remain stationary
at 19,000,000 floring per annum. The following table presents
& telling story of the comparative growth of the trades of the
two Companies,

Decade. Bpecie Exported. Valoe of Imported Gooda,

1720-29 £5, 063,000 17 million £ Dutch
G, 180,000 15 . English.

17060-50 7,815,000 (invoices) 17 Truteh,
4,200,000 24 » English.

Thus, while the Duteh affairs were stagnant, the English
Company had realised £5,500,000 sterling more at their sales in
the second decade as compared to the first. “ It cannot by
any means be denied,"” says Mr. Van Imhof in his Considera-
tions of the yeatr 1742, * that the present state of the E.l.
Company wears & much more disadvantageous aspect, and is
not, by far, in so flourishing a condition as in former times.”
Ten years after, Governor-General Mossel also laments the
horrid decay visible to all in the affairs of his countrymen in
the East,

The comparative position of the two nations is faithfully
reflected in the tendencies of their stocks and the dividends
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earned by the Companies. The average decennial values of
the stocks from 1731 to 1780 give us a conclusive proof of the
progressive decline of the Dutch. In the five decades the
higheet prices of the English Company’s stock varied as 172},
186, 167, 207, and 174 against 638, 410, 402, 447, and 344 of
the Dutoh ; thus the latter showed about 46 per cont fall in
average stock prices during the last decennium as compared
to the first.

The history of dividends tells the same story. Abbé Raynal
gives in a chart in Livre II of his Atlas the “ Etat des fonds
faits en 1602 par la Compagnie Hollandoise des Indes
Orientales.”” On the basis of his figures for the annual
dividends of that Company from 1708 to 1777, the last year to
which the returns are given in that chart, the yearly svernges
of the dividends in the seven decennial periods have been
caloulated below and put side by side with those earned by the
English E.I. Company. Very high dividends had always been
declared by the Dutch Company, while the profits of the
English had ever remained st & low level. The following
figures, by showing a continuous and sharp fall in the incomes
of the Dutch, augur a continual decay of their commercial
prosperity :—

Yoarly Average of the  Yearly Average of the

Decads, Dutch Dividends.?  English Dividends,
1708-17 20 i
1718-97 27 i
172897 23 T}
173847 15 T
1748-57 an 8
1768-67 10 g
1768-77 14 10}

! The following figures relating to the Dutch Company's dividends will
of wpocial interost :—
Periods from

160548 287, annual average.
(“Le Commerce de la Hollande," B. Museum,

pp 110-75,)
1640-584 17149 annual avernge.
Ls5-1720 2734 =
1721-1788 20§ &

175780 1613 "
{* La Richesse de ln Hollands,” p. 185, B. Museunr.)
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The Poverty of the Portuguese. No notice need be taken
of the Portuguese trade with Indis, as it had declined to the
lowest possible ebb by the year 1750, Nothing can better
picture their commercial depression than the words of the
Portuguese Viceroy of Indis, who thus summarised the then
state of Goa in his letter, dated 14th December, 1758 :—

“ The extreme poverty of this people is such that it seems
irremediable : all, both great and small, each in their own
degroe, groan under the weight of misery, in such dis-
coursgement that they dare not oven dream of the means
of relief.

The grave situation of this state, which rendurs its preserva-
tion wellnigh impossible, calls for & speedy remody, and any
delay will result in its total ruin."™!

The Fall of the French in India

Lastly, we come to see the rise and fall of the commerce of
the French in India. With their extinetion a8 & colonial power
in Indis, their trade, too, reached the lowest obb. Their
Company was abolished in 1769, but their Eastern trade
lingered on in a languishing condition. Abbé Raynal gives
relinble and very comprehensive figures of the Indo-French
trade in his Chart 1V, No. 2, from 1725-26 to 1770-71. The
same figures are to be found quoted in the “ Dictionnaire du
commeree de I'Encyelopédic Methodique,” article ¢ France.”
On the basis of these figures we have prepared tables of the
exports and imports handled by the French Company and the
number of ships employed by it (Appendix C). Tt will be
seen that in forty-six years the Company sent out 762 ships,
out of which 585 returned to France, others were almost all
lost or captured in the Indies. The heavy losses during the
years of war from 1738 to 1767 are self-evident from tha table,
It will also be seen that while in several years the Company
had been making & gross profit of more than 13,000,000 livres,®

1 L0, Portuguese Reconds, Conselho Ultramarinho, 1, Tart L.

* & Apdd cortain it is, that the India Trade of France has laid an extra-

ordinary foundation for the encreaso of their Enro trado in general,
“ Gireat Britain's Commercial Interest,” by M. Putmﬁnﬂyt. I p. 10%,
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it could earn only 353,201 and 265,327 livres in 1759 and 1762,
The declining state of the Franco-Oriental trade is mirrored
in the following table of the returns of money invested by the
Compagnic des Indes Orientales de France in India from

1725 10 1771 :—

Annual Avernge
Years. of Invested Monpys
1725-30 7,180,570 livrea.
173746 0,485,102
1 T47-56 B 150,618
176746 3,060,008
1787-71 1,043,506

In other words, the snnoal average of their investments fell
from 7,189,500 livres during 1725-36 to only 1,043,500 livres
* during 1767-71; that is, the operations of the Company
shrank to one-seventh of their former level. The French
Revolution on one side and the political prepanderance of the
English in India on the other, must have still more jeopardised
the commercial relations of India with France in the suceeeding
Yenrs,

By this time it must have been abundantly clear that the
other European rivals of the English were practically wormed
out of the Indian foreign trade only s few years after the close
of our period. The English emerged triumphant not only
commercially but politically in all their struggles against
Europeans as woll as Indisns. In fact, thoy were left complete
masters of the foreign trade of the country whose coasting
trade was already, to a large extent, controlled by them, and
they had also begun to extend their withering grip on the
internal trade of Bengal after 1750 in particular. In the
following years their preponderance in the commercial and
political spheres was so much perpetuated that, within the
next fifty yoars, Indin was destined to become the brightest
jewel in the Crown of England.



CHAPTER IX
THE HIETORY OF THE E.I. SHIFPING

Comparep with the vast shipping of India, the merchant
and naval marines of England at the close of the sixteenth
century sink into mere insignificance. It is nothing less than a
revelation to learn that the total strength of all the English
ships of war at the defeat of the formidable Spanish fleet was
11,850 tons only, and that the so-called Invincible Armada
amounting to more than 100,000 tons was completely defeated
by the comparatively small English fleet of 30,000 tons.
Much attention was afterwards devoted to the development of
the navy, so that the carrying capacity of naval ships rose to
17,110 tons at the death of Elizabeth. Sinee then, such grest
augmentation and improvement was made, that at the
Restoration the aggregate tonnage went up to 57,463 tons.
1t was further increased to 103,558 tons at the death of Charles
11. Fast developments took place in the following years,
The public navy was brought to 150,017 tons by King William,
167,071 tons by Anne, and stood at 170,862 tons at the death
of George I. The war with Spain and then with France
necessitated vast additions, so that the royal navy amounted
to 321,104 tons at the sccession of King George T11.*

The strength of the merchant marine was also very low in
the time of Elizabeth, but its development was no less rapid
than that of the navy in the succeeding years. The E.I.
Company took the lead in vastly improving the mereantile marine
and considerably strengthening the maval forces of the realm.
The first voyage to the East under Sir James Lancaster was
undertaken with five ships of 1530 tons in all, the largest

! Marine Records Mise., 1.
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ship being no more than 600 tons, though according to Sir
Dudley Digges (a.p. 1615) its burthen exceeded 1000 tons,
The Company, realising the necessity of constructing large
ships fitted both for war and commerce, launched the Trade’s
Inerease of 1100 tons in 1610, This was the largest ship up
till that time constructed in England. By 1610 the Company
had employed eighteen ships and three pinnaces of the burden
of 7542 tons in all, of which four were ultimately lost, the
Trade's Increase being one of them. The next decade presents
& glorious record of the increase in the number and size of
vessels bound for the East Indies. Tt was during these years
that ships of a size hitherto unknown in England were built to
bring home the rich cargoes from the East. The Fifth Joint
Stock Voyage of the year 1616 under the chief command of
Captain M. Pring was undertaken with five ships, of which the
ERoyal James was 1290 tons, the Royal Anne 1057 tons, and
the New Year's Gift 867 tons.

The Charles and the Palsgrave exceeded 1000 tons each,
while the Royal Ezchange, Unicorn, London, and the Sun
varied from 800 to 700 tons each. By the end of the year
1620-21 the Company had employed seventy-five ships and
pinnaces with a total net capacity of 35,000 tons, in round
numbers, which shows that the average size of the vessels
then belonging to the East India Company, excluding their
pinnaces, was 520 tons each against 400 tons during the first
decade. Nover after, up to 1667, did the Company employ so
numerous and such big ships in their commerce with the East |

Speaking of the past twenty years, in their account of
trade presented to Parliament on 20th November, 1621, the
Company pointed out that out of the eighty-six ships which
they had despatched, eleven were surprised and captured by
the Dutch, nine were lost, five were worn out by long service,
going from port to port in the East, and only thirty-six had
returned home with cargoes, the remaining twenty-five
being then in India, or on their way home. The East India
trade was computed to employ near 10,000 tons of shipping,
2500 mariners, and 500 ship-carpenters,
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The Company still more strengthened their merchant
marine by building many large and strong ships during the
next decade. The Jonas, Whale, Blessing, William, Royal
Mary, Discovery, and the Reformation veried from 800 to
500 tons ench. At least one thousand persons were supported
by the building and repair of their ships, the making of their
artillery, naval stores, provisions, ete. Their dock at Blackwall
had grown to be an extensive and important shipbuilding
centre in London. During these ten years the Compeny
employed fifty-eight ships and pinnaces with an aggregate
burden of 25,600 tons, which yield an average of H10 tons
each ship after excluding the pinnaces. Thus there was = slight
increase in average capacity, but a considerable fall in the
number of vessels despatohed to the East.” Out of fifty-eight
vessels, forty-eight safely returned to England, and only
eight were capturcd, lost snd wrecked. The losses from the
reprisals of the Duteh and Portuguese had told heavily on the
Company. The Second Joint Stock was represented to have
suffered o loss of £2,000,000 sterling within six years, but
only one-third of this large sum could be screwed out of the
Duteh as compensation for all the injurics sustained., Many
of the Company’s ships were employed in the carrving trade
of India and other Asintic countrics. An ides of its extent is
furnished by an account of June, 1629, written in defence of
the continuance and prosecution of the Company’s trade,
wherein it is asserted that since the establishment of the
Second Joint Stock concern the Company had sent out
fifty-seven ships containing 26,690 tons, besides eightcen
pmn.mmtuhummuutb}'mdmg[mmpnnmpoﬂ in the
Indics. The sharp decline in the Company’s trade during
the fourth decade i= faithfully reflected in the great fall in
the number and tonnage of ships. There were sent out
forty-two ships and pinnaces in all of the aggregate burthen
of 24,000 tons, or about 540 tons each ship. If the thirteen
ships despatched by the Courteen Association which had
securcid & Royal Charter for an independent trade in the
East, are added to the East India Compony’s shipping, the

3
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total tonnage will not fall much below that of the third
decennium. In the face of these figures, the Company’s
statemoent that they employed 15,000 tons of shipping of the
best kind, from 300 to 600 tons each ship in 1640, s a
manifest exaggeration. In the subsequent years the East
India shipping fall off 50 much, by the general discouragement
in the Eastern trade and the undermining of the Dutch, that
the Company had searcely one good ship remaining in 1657,
During the seventecn years from 1641 to 1657 inclusive, the
Company despatehed seventy-two ships of all sizes with an
aggregate tonnnge of about 30,000 tons, so that the net
capacity of the vessels had been reduced to 410 tons each.
The not result of fifty-seven years' trade of the Company,
ns regards their shipping, was that 178 ships arrived home
lnden with Eastern cargoes, being on the sverage three ships
per annum, and abowt 273 vessols of the Company alone
sailod out to the East, thus giving an sverage of five ships per
year. It is a pity that the Records do not afford exact and
satisfactory deta regarding the tonnage of each ship. We can
sthercfore make but a rough estimate of the total tonnage.
On the basis of the figures quoted below regarding the
number of vessels and their tonnage, it would appear that
the average capacity of an East India ship, ineluding
pinnaces, can be taken as 440 tons, but excluding pinnaces,
as 475 tons each ship, and that during the first fifty-seven
years about 122,000 tons were employed by the Company in
their Eastern trade.

A View of Shipping Employed in Eastern Trade.

Private ships
Tonnage in which could
Years Compreny's ships, round numbers, be traced.

1601-10 21 LELLL 2
Inl1-20 i 05,000 1
182130 ] 20, () 1
1A -40 A 24, 06N 12
10415l 65 24, (WM} 12
1051-57 17 (LU hT
2 122,000 o
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East increased suddenly from 106 to 150 in the next decads
of 1718-27, and to 162 in the third decennium. The
Carnatic War brought in many more ships for the safety of
the Eastern possessions, so that 189 ships arrived in the
Indies during the years 1738 to 1747. This year the Peace of
Aix-la-Chapelle brought the war to a nominal end.

The abatement of hostilities, though temporary, miust
naturally have reduced the large number of ships that were
before required for carrying stores, ammunition and men to the
Orient. Thus we find that 180 ships sailed from England for
the Indies during the decade culminating in the battle of
Plassey. The same year witnessed the recrudescence of war
between the French and English which lasted for seven years
and ultimately ended in the triumph of the English over the
French in India and elsewhere. The Seven Years' War and
the new situation in Bengal necessitated the presence of many
more ships for war as well as for commerce. Consequently
the mumber rose to 222 ships during the post-Plassey decade.
On & brond survey of the facts, the result of the comparison of
the two periods of fifty years each from 1658 to 1707 and 1708
to 1757, though not startling, shows considerable progress.
In the second half-century as compared to the first, the
number of ships sent out to the Indies was 777 and 648,
respectively, and the total tonnage rose from about 200,000
to 345,500 tons, so that the increase in the numerical strength
was 20 per cent against T0 per cent i the total tonnage chartered
on these ships by the Company. 1t was really s splendid record
of the growth and strength of the Company’s shipping and
trade.

Ships sent from England to the East Indies from 1658 to 1757
in Decennial Periods and their Chartered Tonnage.
Years, Ships. Teonnage. Years. Ships. Tonnage.

1655687 L] a1,140  1708-17 L3 41,235
1068-7T 140 5,700 1718-27 160 02,040
167857 164 0,403 1726-37 152 70,241
168307 73 a1,518 173847 180 84,810
1o08-1707 172 o151 1748-57 150 #7,200

s 246012 T 5,082
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The Value of Tonnage Statisties. In the preceding pages the
words ** shipping ton " and * weight ton ™" have all along been
80 used as if they were universally known and were invariable
quantities in the days that we have been speaking of.
Undoubtedly there was a rough-and-ready method of ealon-
lating the capacity of each vessel, and when once the ship was
launched its burden ought to have remained constant to the
time of alteration made in its build. In such a cade the
burthen of ships constructed and employed by the Company
ought not to vary as it does in the various records. An
explanation or two is, however, possible. The method of
admeasuring ships was only rough, as will be seen presently,
and secondly, the ton space so adjudged was, and is, naturally
capable of holding different quantities of light and heavy, loose
and packed goods. The old shipping ton was equivalent to a
ton of wine in two butts of 252 gals. which in 1626 were
eatimated to occupy 60 cu. ft. of space, but surely more weight
of lead and far less of loose cotton-wool could be contained in
that ton-space.

As three different ways of measuring ships were prevalent
W 1626, confusion in stating the burden of the same ship was
consequently natural. These were replaced next year by the
royal order which laid down the mode of admeasurement as
multiplying the length of keel, leaving out the false post, by
the greatest breadth within the plank, then by the depth from
that breadth to the upper edge of the keel, and ultimately
dividing the result by one hundred. This method reduced the
burden of ships of 848 and 898 tons caleulated by the old rule
to 793 and 810 tons computed according to the new rule.

in other words, as the tonnage of ships preceding and suceeed-
ing 1627 15 calewlated on two different methods, a reduction of
at least T per cent ought to be made in the tonnage of ships built
before 1627, prior lo instituting comparisons in the tonnage of
o periods.

This new method was replaced by another probably adopted
in the reign of Willism IT1, so that & new diffioulty crops up in
bringing the tonnage of the seventeenth century to the new

R
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basis of the eighteenth. The method followed at the Port of
London and recommended for adoption in the measuring of
all ships and vessels in a Ciroulsr Letter issued by the Board
of Customs in 1719 is reproduced below from & manusenpt
record in the Custom House Library :—!

Take the ship's length from the inside of the Mainpost to the
outward post of the stern, and the breadth from outside to out-
side, then take off three-fifths of the breadth from the Rake
before and that gives the main length of the Keele, then multiply
that breadth by the length and half breadth for the depth and
the product of that divide by ninety-four and that gives the ton-
nage, as for example :

Admit the ship to be 72 foot in length and 20 ft. in breadth,
then take off three-ffths of the breadth for the Rake before—
that reduces the 72 foot to 60 foot then multiply the breadth by
the length and the half breadth for the depth, and divide that by
84 and that makes her to be 127 tons and 62 parts of 04,

Cusrom Hovse, Losnos, é
Jan, 14, 17100

Even sdopting this alicred basis for past and future com-
parisons, we are in no way st the end of our difficulty. The
Superintendent of Customs in his report to the Right Hon.
Wm. Pitt, attoched to the annual volume of Imports and
Exporta of the year 1780-91, makes the following important
remark ;— o

In order to ascertain the proportion which the declared and
Registered Tonnage under the Act of the Tth and 8th of William
the 3rd bore to the admeasured tonnage under the late Act of the
20th of His Majesty, I have in many instances compared the

I Uiroular Lotters Issusd by the Board of Customs : London and Yar.
motth, lm-lﬁ. od given by W

¥ Compare the moth vt m. Edgnr for gaoping ships: * If it be
a single- Decked ship measure the keel within board (80 u:[nuhl::lhnut‘dl
I:pu'nl‘huimllll owise the breadth on the board by
from plank to plank, and the depth of the Hold from the Plank below the
Kelsew to the ol the Deck ¢ and a two
(which earries goods between Dealo) the depth of her hold from the
plank below the Kelsey to the underpart of the Upper Deck Plank, then
multiply the Length by the Hreadth ; and the produe
M-uﬂdnbuwhnhhymlunﬂmmmudl[l)l‘-:rlgm‘uhi , the
Quotient is her tonpage.”  * Customa Veetigalivm Syst®ma,” London, 1714 ;
s also Evernrd's * Stercometry,”

:
;
g
;
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one with that of the other, and generally found the uverage to
be nearly 18 two iz to three, that iz to say, vessels which were
declared by the Master or Registered under the Act of King
Wm. of One hundred Tons, But they were found to measure
about one hundred and fifty Tons. Adopting this proportion,
and it is u proportion which has not been taken up without much
enquiry and mature consideration, the Tonnage of the Merchants
Shipping employed in the Foreign Trade of Great Britain,

say from 1696 to 1760, is inereased by one-half. The differences
introduced at various times in the standards of measuring ships,
unless duly eliminated, are sure lo vitiate our results. Tt ought
to be definitely borne in mind that tonnage of ships should
never be taken at its face value, Various allowances ought first
to be made, if a true comparative view of the merchant
tonnage employed &t various periods in the Anglo-Indizn trade
is to be seoured.! These various complicetions and intricacies,
which arc by themselves sufficient to embarrass the ordinary
readler, still more multiply when other fectors are taken into
consideration,

The Tonnage of Ships. Even when the practice of freighting
ships had not been commenced by the Esst India Company,
the tonnage of their ships, however varying in difforent
records and different years, was absolutely net and not gross,
In other words, a sk (g of 400 tons burden was capable of bringing
home at least 100 space-lons of various Eastern commodities pver
and above the provisions, slores, ete., necessary for the ship's erew.
The cublc space ocoupied by a tow of wine was the original
standard of measuring tonnage capacity,

The first arithmetics] rile for caloulating o ship’s tonnage
was, according to Oppenheim, devised in 15682, and that rule
made the net or cask tonnege nearly the same as the average
cargo. *The unit of messuroment was therefore the tun of
wine in two hutts of 252 gallons which in 1626 wore cstimated
to ocoupy 60 cubic feot of space. The ancient wine gallon
ocoupies 231 cubie inches and & tun mensures strictly thore-

‘mnﬂﬁmmdm‘ph.nhmdhmtmannhm
and no alterstion has been mldaintlumpuhnmhuitmﬂnh"ium
shipping statistios.
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fore ouly 33} ) cubic feet, but the reckoning is by butts, and
much waste of space must be allowed for in view of the usual
shape of a cask.” It follows that more goods could be stowed
in the hold than indicated by the cask capacity of a vessel, if
they were carefully packed and occupied less space than &
ton of wine. In the Court Minutes of 6th May, 1618, a ship
ofﬂuﬂmhmidmbcmpabkofmwingmﬂtmqfdrygmdt
ke calicoes, silks, or the like.?

The faet should be clearly grasped that the ship's burden
always expressed the net amount of merchants’ goods as
measured by the ton of wine, but her *fon and tonnage,”
which was always more by one-third part of her burden, indi-
eated on the average dead weight of cargo.® To quote aninstange
from the Company's Records, we find that the English
captured the Dutch ship Black Lion of 700 tons burden in
1618. She is described as laden with 600 tons of pepper and
100 tons of other goods of great value,® thus clearly showing
d‘ﬂal:theburdm of a ship expressed her net capacity in merchan-

That freighted ships were chartered for a certain net ton-
nage cannot be doubted. Two more instances would clear
the ground. In 1647 the Advice of 360 tons was freighted by
the Company for 300 tons only.* It has already been pointed
out that the space for provisions, stores, eto., was separate
from the hold in which merchandise was stowed away. One
cause of the Lionesse of 350 tons burden not bringing in the
chartered tonnage in 1651 was that some of the 50 tons of
provisions wete stowed in the hold aginst the usual practice.®
Instances of chartering ships at less burden than they were

:g?tﬂm'ﬁmmm of the Royal Navy™ for a full
explanation of thess terma. rwmmm.amm:f.mmh
morchants' goods, ** bt to accoant her in dead weight or her fon and fannnge
may be added | part of the same burden which her tonnage 2034."

firoad fommagy wan an unsertain teem, theee hd.n&mdlﬂ_mtﬂ]'lﬂ
expressing it. For instance, the gross tonnage of Boversign of the Seas
was by depth 1466 tons, by dranght 1661 tons and by beam 1834 tona.
Cppenheim, p. 200,

¥ Court k., Aug. 26, 1619, Calendar, T, p. 202,
t Court Bk, 22, p. 37, ¢ Court HE., 23, p 07,
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actually capable of stowing could be multiplied inilefinitely in
the last quarter of the seventeenth century. The following
will, however, suffice :—

Tonnage
Ship. Chartered, Tonnage to be bronght home.
Nassan . Ay 500 (Court Bk., 87, p. 148).
Montague . 400 * 440 over and above the kentledge
(Court Bk, 41, p. 257),
Tavistock . 750 800 (Court Bk, 41, p. 50},
Martha i G50 600 (Court Bl 41, p. 150},

Ever since the permission granted to the officers and
mariners of ships to indulge in private trade to the extent of
5-15 per cent on the chartered tonnage of each vessel, it
became the usual practice to expressly mention in the contract,
or charter party as it was called, whether the indulged tonnage
was included in or excluded from that chartered for the Com-
pany. While in some cases the kentledge, consisting of iron and
lead on the outward voyage and of pepper, saltpetre, red earth,
cowties, callitore or other heavy wood on the homeward voyage,
at greatly reduced freight rates, was also excluded from the
chartered tonnage, so that the burden of a ship expressed the
net quantity of merchandise to be brought for the East India
Company, exclusive of kentledge and mariners’ goods, ete. 1In
such cases, it is ressonable to conclude that the tonnage
occupied by the * Free merchants "' allowed to go on almost
every ship from 1680 onward was also excluded from the one
chartered by the Company. Take, for instance, the case of the
Massingbird.! Tt was chartered for 450 tons, but this tonnage
was to include the 5 per cent permitted trade and half the
kentledge, while in the case of the Josia? and the Scipio, the
i per cent permitted tonnage alone was included.® That the
Company's tonnage and the tonnage chartered by private traders
on the same ships were two separate quantities, the latter being
excluded from the tonnage chartered by the Company, is clearly
stated in the Court Minutes.

1t will now be evident that the returns of shipping tonnage
given in the previous sections, exclusively related as they are

'Gum.ﬂk.,ﬂ, 81: el 24, p. 227. ! Oourt Bk., 32, p. 82,
Counrt Bk., 32, p, 82, * Court Bk., 12, p. 47.
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to the Company, fall far below the actual tonnage em ployed in the
Indo-British trade. We have no means to caleulate the burden
chartered by the free merchants and that allowed to and
elandestinely employed by the mariners and officers of each
ship. Barring this unknown quantity the figures, which have
been compiled for the first time in the history of the Company,
give us a very near approximation to the real net tonnage
employed by that great corporation from 1601 to 1708.

The Rating of Tonnage. The earliest information on the
shipping tonnage of East Indian goods as rated for freight! is
embodied in the roport of the suditors appointed by the Court
to consider what allowance was to be made for tonnage and
freight in the ships freighted by the particular adyenturers for
their Persian voyages. They proposed in 1634 to allow the
following quantities to a shipping ton :—*

Sk 10 cwis, to a ton, 112 Iha, to every owi.
Indige 12 w  (Here 100 Ibe to a cwt, are reckoned, becanse
the provise is not given,)

Cotton yorn, § owis, to a ton.
Cloves o The. e 3
Malabar pepper, 1 subtle or net.
Jdambee .,  1Bewl ., o
Cliooos, 560 pieces {fine and eoarse) to a ton.
* The quantitics taken an cquivalent to s shippi ton by the Customa
authorities tn 1500 are given in the ** Rates of the Custom House” Ten
after, the Company rated tho provisions in equipping their ships for the
o o follows :—
1714 cwt 1 gr. 4 Th. = 150 tons or 11} cwt. per ton
Mealo 535 cwt. 2qe. 24 b 1 T 18 gwt. -

Beere 30,000 gallons = 170 176 gallons
g?'lhtﬁlmm = 170 . 176 gallens .
ine 15,000 gallons = 30 . 187 gallons
Mmmﬂ;r 4. = 0 , 18 ewt. =
Porke 660 cwt. 2qr. 161h. = 40 17 cwi.
Fish 45,000 fishes - 25 .
DHemeale 151 biakelles = 13 30 bushells .,
Steslo wheat 351 bishelles = 0, 0 bushells
Butter B0 firkina == a ¥ ) firkins !
D]y':::mpllm = 10 . 200 gallons .
v o B0 tons
Musterd Socds 32 bushells = 1 ton or 33 bushells

mﬂh:‘nhﬂdh = | too.
 Dawn b Trade,” pp. 34-35. CL the tonnage of Provisions in
The Sth Vovage of 1008-0 (Court Bic, 2, p. 110}
:{'amlm1’n’k..!l.m

b to a ton were hile 2
1200 lba. ot 10 pieulls ; pp. 1 mm.' Tl it
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Thus the shipping ton was rated differently for different
commoidities shipped on the Company’s vessels. The weight
ton and hundredweight, too, were varying quantities in the
case of different merchandise. The hundredweight was

. equivalent to 100 Ibs. for some articles and 112 Ihs, for others.!

In the October sales of 1624 it is expressly mentioned that
100 Ibs. were usually reckoned as a hundredweight, but 112
and 110 Ibs, made a hundredweight in the case of pepper and
aloes respectively.

Thus we ought to be extremely cautious i finding ot the exact
number of pounds that composed a hundredweight * o ton, and a

! Bir (. M. Watson gives the following equivalent pounds to a owt, as
eurrent in the beginning of the 17th century :—

Hops==112 lbs. Cattle and fish= 120 lba.
Hard. fishs 160 [ba, Niails, painus=120 Tha

Bugar, spiees, wax and all other things= 100 Ths.

* British Weights and Measures,” p. 20; ol Rastall's Abridgment, p. 18,

¥ Here a note on the early history of the use of fox ss o measure of weight
hwﬁllmrmmmmmﬁ;

Beginning with the Assizo of Welghis and Measures issued by Edwand T
in the 20th year of his reign, we find that the Troy pound of 20 shillings was
iﬂmlhutimotuhcmln{nlfmuighiu;goﬁ,dhm-guamd
" apothecaries’ gooda,"™ ms the Avoirdopois pound of 25 sk I"L'nl
meant for weighing all other things, Weool, fron, lead, ete. 1.3
wmulnpwighndh}rm-min!mhmmﬂniﬂﬁmim A of

i to being

“waa fixed in the above assize an equiva 2100 be., each

eiqual to 25 shillings or 15 ozs.  This pound censed to be o legal weiight n the
N‘fﬂ of Queen Elizaboth, and the pound of 10 om. was in 1687
in its ploee (Watson's Weights and Measures, London, 1010).

Although it is difficult to ascortain the exact year when the use of ton of
2240 |ba., each poand being 16 ors., came Into Yogue, yeb it is certain that
it was in much ose by 1500, In the Book of Bates of the Costom House of
that yoar irom is rated for the purpose of Costoms dutica in fons of 20 ewte.
mck. The Amens, Spanish a variclica of fron were then expressed
in fon weights, Lead, both cast uniast, has been rated by the * foulder,™
varioualy called * fodder, fother, or load * in the literature of that
Tin has boon rated by owta and whest by quarters (Rates of the Custom

. Howse, London, 1500, pp. 20, 30, 41).

Then wix years later, the * Pathway to Hml«:lgr“ {15606), which
teaches the mothods of keeping I:-umim-?|.n-:-nnr.1:.l|u1r con the above in-
formafion in these words :—

** Houralter followeth the names of divers things, whick hare particular
termen of reckoning proper fo thempdies nccording fo their severall kinds, as
some of waight only, some of measurs, others of measure and number, and
the rest of number by itself.

Waight
Iram Lend "I'hmﬂ,l.'.‘-hlppﬂ. Lattin
Pound 2240 113 2184 12
Hundreth 20 1 10§ Hund, 1"
Tunne 1 1 Fodder
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shipping ton at the various epochs of the English commercial
history.

The rating of tonnage for freight purposes was altered in
1642 when the Company themselves began the practice of
freighting ships by chartering the Ulysses for Bantam at
£2] per ton. The ships were to bring

15 cwis. net of pepper to a ton
eloves

10 - "

600 calico pieces t

Thus a tos as o measre of weight for drow was equal fo the present fon of
2240 {be. It woukl appear that this measure was not then extended to
papreas the weights of other things. Yet it in vory strange that the author
of the ** Pathway ' often speaks of

) the prices of rye "tum“u“huu*htutﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂnlnnuﬂ

X sold at 60/0,0 the tunne ready money * ; :

{b}MdWﬂMhhmmﬂﬂW"pﬁﬂfwﬂlhuuu-:
13 quarters, 2 L
The profit and Joss on these commodities is also reckoned on fons,
nlthtwﬂ:l;b“h:h,:p-di lnth: dm.ﬂmhi::ﬂ{hmghi;g
or -tan s w
use ol qwgnmmmﬂ:mhnmindnubt. In
the inventory of the changes of 20 tons of wheat received, he begits by men-
tioning £8 per “* tumme " freight, and then goes on specifying the per ton
e oy 7 g sk oy g e i
is to reconeile the two concoptions on the scanty data
before us. Yt the ume of fon ar a weight squivalent fo 2240 [ha. in the case of
mamﬂmwmhm;‘m
mtmhu.nﬁndthttnthuman of the sevenieenth
orntury the ton was not only a measure of lig like -, oider, wine, oll,
vinegar, water, of pitch and meal, but & measure of weight, too, in the case
al iron, tin and stleast. The Court Minutes of the E.I. Company of the
wery first wnduihhmnﬁmﬂnthnwhm An estimate of
i Ta

the quan of the merchandise to be st in the ships of their
first voyage is given in thess words :—
¥ron tons 30 at £270
Tynn wrought wn 5ok £330
Tynn wt. in barres  ,, 0 at £420
Leasle v 100 at L1700

{B. Mus. MSS., Addl 24,934, p. 33 ; “ The Dawn of English Trade in the
hﬂ."?y:i.mmpm; o i
n
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and the rate for other goods was to be fixed according to
Turkey tonnage. No private trade was allowed on these
freighted ships and no primage was to be given on them.!
Lvery ship was to carry 22 soldiers for every 100 tons of shipping
and a certain number of guns.

Here the question that naturally crops up is, “ What were
the rates of tonnage fixed by the Levant Company for their
various imports from Turkey '™ Turning to the Court
Minutes of the Levant Company preserved in the Archives of
the Public Record Office, we find that in their minutes of 4th
February, 1631-32,2 the Directors established the following
rates of tonnage for different artioles :—

A Rate of Tonnage of Commodities.
Carpetts as many as 6 chests Indico

Carronce . - 20 ewt. Tonne
ﬁ]limu,lbq.‘lh:unt. 104 I and 150 narrow
Cloves . 10wt Cotton wool 0 owt.
Carmania wool o, Grogrames 6 balles
Girogrames yarm 1R (oats and Camells haire 10 owt.
Galls Looae 15 .. Galls in bags b i
Gallingall 1% .. Gum Ambick | - 1
.II:I.I:'.IN 12 uwl‘.. or fi chests Py 16, *
I‘zﬁur long . . 12wk Ped ) [
hite X +« A Nutmegs 13
Rabarbe . - w OB Bynamon 8 .
Sope A 5 . 20 ., mw [ I
Heana 4 2 = i Turmeric . i e
Tynn . A 2 a R0, Worme sead . e | Wi
Opium - 5 . 10 Mastick . ¥ + B chests
Anniseed . : i b e

There is no evidence in the subsequent Court Minutes of the
Levant Company up to 1650 of an alteration in the preceding
tates, hence these alone must have been adopted by the East
India Company in computing the freight charges of their
cargoes since 1642, These rates remained almost unaltered up
to the beginning of the nineteenth century. Only in 1685, the
Committee for Shipping resolved that cotton-yarn pressed be

¥ Couzrt Bk, I8, 78 and 127,

! Btate Papers, Archives, Vol. 140. Court Bk. for 1817-31,
F%Efimluwt.mmkouudu ual to 100 Ibe. Henee 1600 Iba. made
& shipping ton for pepper. (Botter Bk., X, p. 61, March, 1608),
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accounted 12 ewt. 10 Ib. to the ton; cotton-wool 13 cwt.
to the ton, and flax as well as hemp be accounted 12 owt. to
the ton.! No other important changes seem to have taken
place in the subsequent years.

8o far as other rules for freighting ships are concerned, we
find them recorded in the Committee Minutes of 19th June,
1667, as follows -—2

!ﬂml’warﬂy 100 tons of ship ¢hnrtered.
tons for overy 100 tons to be allowed for kentledge.

I
whillingn per ton to be given as Imprest monoy.
ikl. per ton allowed as demurmage per day.
8 tons of ballast under the pallating for every 100 tons.

L
- 3
3. 40
4
&.

The ships in August, 1667, were freighted according to these
rules on £19 and £22 for gruff and fine goods respectively.
Before that year the Company had to fix these various items in
contracting each ship on the terms that could be acceptable to
both the parties. The variation in the rates for ships hired in
1658 alone is convineing proof of the necessity of having
fixed terms for hiring ships for the Company’s service.? What
alterations were alterwards effcoted in ench of these items
cannot be traced in the existing records, but they afford us
sufficient data for understanding the system adopted by the
Company in freighting their ships.

So far as rating of goods is concerned, the information for
varions years is available in the invoices of goods sent from
England and India. The following table conclusively
establishes the almost unalterable character of the rates fixed
in 1642 :—

:Mlnrnk..lﬂ'm p. 588, March, 1722, Court Bk, 34, p. 163,
i &IP- TM Imprest Money.  Demurrage per day.

Eegle . . 300 £800
Smyrna Merchi —_ £700

M. . 250 oo ° £
Gilbeis . . $09 0 7
Advies . . 370 L0000 B
Love . . 12
Society . . 6/10/0

20 men per 100 tons on the ships (Court B, 24, pp. 37, 39, 41, 66),

i
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Ton Equivalents at Various Periods,

1679 In the begin.
and ning of
Articles. 1074, 1680, 19th contury.
Lahore Indico . - 1 owts . 12 awin. . 12 ewia,
Barkhej Indics . T | S 12 i 12 .,
Aloes Scotrina L ) IR I8 16
Benjamin . . o R N . . 20
Cardamona : N B e 12w & 13 .
Carmania wool . A i . 10 . o,
Coho seod - . 1B eawia,_ . 185 1\
Cinnamon 4 . : > 8 . . & ., amin 1631
(Hibanum 3 . 18 owts, ., 1B . = 18
Lapistutia ¥ : ¥ N . 20 .,
Red earth - = . E 0 . . 20 .
Beonia . . . F: ¥ PR
£ A . l6-18 la-18 .
Spiknard ! 7 0 [
Poppy . . d . | SN
Cotton yarn - E * 10 . | LI
Turmeris . & i Ml e 10 .
Calicoes 400600 corta, 400-600
Cotton 5 “ . 3 5 13 ., asin 1685
Cloves ., g I - i G 3 180
Elephants’ teoth ~ y - . ¢ 18
Pepper . . . . . . . 16 -, msin 1631
qu Long i . - . 12 ., main 1431
Quicksilver . . E - - 20 .
Baw Bilk - = - - e & 10 ., asin 1631
Riee 3 - . z - 3 . 20 ., nain 1600
Ehubarb . : . . - ~ . 8 ., aain 1631
. - A o ; . - s
tpetre . . 3 = - - 20
su.r' . . g . L . 20 .. axin 1631
. - * - w L .
Tea Green i A - ] - | =
Tea Bobes 3 e z Z {1
Worm Seeds - 11 .. asin 1831

(Court Bk.,'iﬁn. ‘I'?l}, 172; Whﬁ'l.t‘umpendhm, 11, for the 3rd
Column.)

Excellence of the Company’s Navy. Bofore we conclude,
it is neccesary to bring out an important feature of the
merchant marine of the Company. The ships owned snd
freighted by them were not ordinary merchant-men, nor were
they men-of-war, but a new type of armed vessels useful both
for commerce and war had been invented and slowly perfected
to meet the exigencies of the new situstions. The superiority
of English ships, mariners and naval officers had been proved

1R,
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to the hilt by the epoch-making victory over the * Invineible
Armada™ in 1588, The Portuguese were admittedly very
poor on the sen. They used to die in scores by sourvy on the
way to the East and had no mettle to fight either the Dutch
or English. In those days when no international law was
recognised to bind the European and Asiatic nations, when
even the European peoples were free to fight amongst them-
selves and surprise and capture each other's ships and even
dominions beyond the Hebrides, trade was nothing but an
armed commerce transacted, guarded, and preserved by means
of armed vessels and armed men.

Henee the English East India Company found it expedient
to equip and to navigate their ships in a manner different from
what was practised in any other commerce. When factories
and territories (trifling indeed in their commencement) began
to unite themselves with their commerce, this attention was
found to be still more requisite as the ghips of the Company
served for defence in time of war, and for the passage of troops
which then beeame also essentinl to the Company’s existence.

By various progressive measures the Company * brought
them to such a state of perfection as to make them surpass the
shipping employed in almost any service whatever, the Navy of

“Great Britain perhaps not excepted.”

Buch is the boast of the writer of an article in the Manu
saript Marine Miscellaneous, Vol. 1. :

It was this navy which in its very infancy broke the power
of the Portuguese in India and Ormus, which in its adolescence
annihilated the Mogul fleet under the Seedee, which destroyed
the Maratha navy under the Angrias, which expelled the
Dateh from India and captured the Indian possessions of the
formidable French.

Every ship of the English and Dutch that appeared on the
shores of India awed her merchants and civil authorities by
the show of ita guns, bluejackets and men-at-arms. Each
vessel was armed, so to say, to the teeth with guns. Hence
the English were looked upon as * sovereigns of the seas,”
“Lions of the Ocean,” *Lords of the Waters.” Even

# |
i

=
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Aurangzeb contented himself in the enjoyment of the Indian
continent thinking that God had allotted the Unstable Element
for Christian rule,

This unquestioned supremacy on the sea was due to the armed
and sioift ships of the Company, For instance, in the "eighties,
o vessel of 500-600 tons was generally equipped with 36 guns
and carried about 105 to 120 soldiers, a ship of about 400-500
tons usually carried 30 guns and 90 soldiers, the one of sbout
400 tons capacity for holding merchandise had 24 guns and
from 75 to 90 men. There was no hard-and-fast rule on this
point. The strength used, in fact, to vary aecording to
circumstances. A cursory view of the figures supplied in
Appendix C to this Chapter will reveal the variable character
of this equipment,

The real import of this practice will be carried home when
we cast a glance at the fleets sailing for the East in any one
Year to prosecute and guard the Anglo-Indian commerce, In
the year 1672-73 10 ships of the aggrogate burden of 4130 tons
chartered by the Company alone left for the Fast. They
carried in all an army of 918 men and 318 naval guns. Five
years after, in 1677-78, 13 vessels sailed for the Indian waters.
Their aggregate tonnage chartered by the Company totalled
8720 tons. They, too, were equipped with 1205 soldiers and
332 naval guns. Therefore when, during the ten vesrs of
1681-90, 143 ships were sent to war with the Dutch and the
Mogul Emperor, it is easy to realise what a large force must
have been hurled into the Indies. T have not been able to
trace in the Records figures for the soldiers and guns on these
vessels, but on the basis of the preceding data, 143 ships of an
aggregate burden of 65,000 tons could have carried about
3300 guns and 13,000 soldiers. As most of them went for
war and not for commerce, the number of guns and men would
really be greater. The Indian merchant-ships were without
docks, had very inndequate ordnance, and inefficient gunners.
Then they were generally laden to the very brim. Hence
they could never successfully cope with the European vessols.
They rather fell an easy prey to each and every pirate ship and
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depended for their safe voyage npon the security bought from
the Europeans. The E.I. Company can be heartily compli-
mented for the efficient management of their navy. No better
proof ean be given of the excellence of the Company's naval
establishment than the very trifling losses which for a long
period of time attended upon it, both in merchandise wndl
men, through the long snd perilous navigation of an Indian
voyage. For a grest number of years the average loss of
ships was 6 per cent, that of merchandise did not exceed about
4 per cent in time of war and in time of peace 2 per cent ; and
the losses in the conveyence of troops to India have not upon
an average exceeded 2 per cent.

The following beautiful verses of a laureate of the English
nation upon the puissance of their navies and the English
dominion on ses, will be an appropriate epilogue to this
chapter :—

Lords of the worlds great waste; the ocean, we
Whole forrests send to reign upon the sea,
And every coast may trouble, or relieve ;

But none can visit us without our leave.

Angels and we have this prerogative,

That none can at our happy seat arrive ;
While we descend st pleasure, to invade
The bad with vengeance, or the good aid.

The taste of hot Arabin’s spice we know

Free from the scorching sun that makes it grow
Without the morn, in Persinn silks we shine,

And without planting, drink of every wine.

To dig for wealth we weary not our limbs,
Gold, r{:;;b the heaviest mettall, hither sivims ;
(hers 15 the harvest, where the Indians mow,

We plow the deep, and reap what others sow.!

¥ The English and the Dutch Affaim, London, 1664, pp. 4748




CHAPTER X
PROTECTION AGAINST INDIAN TEXTILES

At the end of Queen Elizaboth's reign the principle of
diseriminstion against the forcigner in favour of the nationals
was the recognised basis of the Customs duties levied on the
imports and exports of England. There was & uniform duty
of b per cent on all commodities, with additional imposts on
forvign wincs and very discouraging levies on aliens, That no
important modifications were made up to 1659 in the rates and
asscssments will be seen by comparing together the data of
the Books of Rates of the years 1590 and 1642.* With the
Restoration, the policy of encouraging the national industrice
and manufactures by passing more effective Navigation Acts
and levying more diseriminative duties upon manufsctured
goods was followed with vigour.? In the Act of Tonnage and
Poundage of Charles 11, passed in 1660 (12 Car. 11, ¢. 4), it was
provided that all linen goods which included calicoes, lawns,
damask, ele., az well as all wrought silks of India and other
Joreign countries, ** were to pay * ONE PULL MOYTIE ' over and
above what is before rated, for which additional duty the
importer giving sceurity at the Customs House shall have
twelve months time for payment of the same from the time of
Importation, or in case such importer shall pay ready money
he shall have ten por eent off the said duty abated to him;

' Conmalt 1 Jae. 1, . 33, and 16 Car. T, ¢ 20,
'mﬁ-ﬂllrnbillit Iheimmdanyﬂnmml,wlﬂhhinl:

or any other

ir_?m the l{hhl!d;ﬁ;f Fmdnrm Il:;ﬂhlm- o 1o the
Amn = m
Eqm-m Book ol Rates, P
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And if any of the said Linnens for which this said duty is paid
or secured by the Importer can be exported within 12 twelve
months after the Importacons, than the aforesaid Duty shall
be wholly repaid, or the Security vacated, as to what shall be
exported "' (Statutes of the Realm, VI, pp. 194, 197).

The principal Oriental ecommodities, rated for the Custom
Houss purpose &t the rates given in the previous chapter, were
to pay 5 per cent, less § per cent discount for prompt payment,
as the general duty, afterwards called the Old Subsidy, but the
cotton and silk goods meant for home consumption were
subjected to an additional duty of 6d. in the pound. Both the
cotton and silk industries had been making slow progress in
England, so that the additional impost was caleulated to
encourage their rapid growth in the realm. It will be seen
that every piece of ealico had to pay from ninepence to three

Indian silks and cottons began to tell heavily upon the
incipient silk and cotton industries of England and curtail the
demand for English woollens at home as well as on the
Continent. An outery was naturally raised that the national
woollen and linen trades would be ruined.

Numerous pamphlets were written against the growing
importation of Indian silks from 1670 onward.! It was asserted
by one of the members of the House of Commons in 1681 that
£300,000 was spent yearly in England for the East India
manufactured goods, including printed and painted calicoes
for oloths, bed-hangings, ete. On the other hand, it was
repeatedly pointed out by the partisans of the Company that
the same objections applied with a greater force to the wrought
silks imported into England from France, Italy, Holland, ete. ;
that the silks which the Company commonly brought in were
mainly taffaties and other plain or striped silks, such as were
not usually made in England, but imported from France and

1 Manchester was well known for the manufscture of eottona even as
early as 140, Baines' Cotton Manufactars in England.
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other countries of Europe, so that the importation of Indian
silks was working to the prejudice of the silk manufactures
of foreign countries alone ; and that a great part of the
wrought silke from the Indies was again shipped out to
France, Holland, ete., to the great advantage of the King and
Kingdom, The Company succeeded in their defence, beeause
in 1681 the petition of the silk-weavers of London against the
wear of East Indis silks, Bengals, ete., was rejected by the
House.!
Heavier Duties Imposed

However, the feeling against calicoes, muslins, and India
wrought silks went on growing and heavier duties were laid on
their importation to satisfy the popular demand. In 1685 an
additional duty of £10 per £100 value with 10 per cent discount
for prompt payment and full drawback on re-exportation was
imposed on " all calicoes and all other Indian Linnen Im-
ported from the East Indies and on all wrought silks or
manufactures of Indin made of or mixed with Herba or
silk and thread or cotton Imported into England from the
East Indies after 18th July, 1685, and before Ist July, 1690."*

At the end of the above-mentioned period this additional
duty, instead of being abolished, was doubled and made to
cover “all ecalicoes and all other Indian Linnen, and all
wrought silks and other manufactures of India and China,
except Indigo.” This levy of 20 per cent, afterwards known
as the Old Impost, was continued by several Acts of Parlia-
ment and ultimately made perpetual by 9 Anne, e. 21.2 The
immediate and manifest reason for doubling the duty in 1690
was to provide * means of necessary defence of the realms, the

} A Troatise,” by Sie J. Child, pp. 18-18,

* Blatutes of the l'?f:mlm1 Vol VI, T-0. CL 1 Jac TL o 6 Messre,
Alton and Hollanid have truly lﬂertzlp-'lht a general stady of the records
shows that at this time the duties wers not levied s percentages on the gross
price at the salea (* Ring's Customs,” Vol. IL p 166}

! The Old Impost (2 Wemn., 0. 4) was applicable from the 25th Tecember,
1600, to 10th November, 1605 ; continued until 10th November, 1697, by
4 ond 5W, and M., o, 15; 20th Se mber, 1701, 7 and 8§ Wm. III, c. 10;

Ist August, 1710, 1 Anne, c. 13; lst August, 1714, 6 Anne, c. 19; let
August, 1720, § Anne, e. 13; made perpotunl by 9 Anne, e. 21,
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perfeot reducing of Ircland and gffectusl prosecution of war
sgainst France.” But there is little doubt that the effect of
the enhancement of duty was to protect national industries
from foreign encroachments.

Indian Calicoes' and Silks Prohibited

For thoroughly grasping the present and the subsequent
legislative mensures which culminated in the total prohibition
of Indian silks and painted calicoes, it is here necessary to
remember that continued efforts hed been made from the time
of James 1 to establish the silk industry in England in order
to avoid the importations of French and other foreign silks.
Within fifty yesrs England had succeeded so far that, there
were in 1666 no fewer than 40,000 individuals engaged in the
silk manufscture. In the following years s considerable
stimulus was given to this industry by the fatal revocation of
the Bdict of Nantes in 1685, when 50,000 refugees, mostly
silk-weavers, sought an asylum in England. Then came the
war with Holland, France, and Spain which offered a splendid
oppoﬂuuityfnrthnnpidﬁwl@mnﬁn!thigdmhy
reducing the importations from France and the Indies and
increasing the demand for home manufactures.

Notwithstanding all the adverse circumstances, Indian silks
and calicoes were becoming “ the general wear in England.”
The writer of the *“ Naked Truth " (1696) complained that
* fashion is truly termed » witch ; the dearer and scarcer any
commodity, the more the mode ; 30s. a yard for musling: and
only the shadowe of a commodity, then procured.” The com-
plaints of the English manufacturers and the new settlers were
considered o genuine that the question was brought before
the House of Commons. It peremptorily rejected the petition
of several merchants trading in the goods imported from the
East Indics, against the Bill * for restraining the wearing of all
wrought silks, Bengals, and Dyed, printed, or stained Calicoes,
imported into the Kingdom of England, and the Plantations
belonging there unto, of the product and Manufacture of
Persia and the Fast Indies.”” This Bill for restraining the

' Complote list of probibited goods on page 326.
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wearing of wrought silks and paintod calicoes was twice
thrown out by the House of Lords, because the gentry and the
Indies in general showed a great aversion to the restraints
proposed by the Commons,

A battle royal raged between the parties for and against
protection for the next few years. At last, in 1697, the
importation of all French and other European silk goods was
prohibited. This Act on the eve of the terminstion of the war
only tended to increase the imports of Indian silks and
calicoes pnd thus proved a veritable ruin to many centres of
weaving industry in England. The seriousness of the situa-
tion will be revealed by the quantities imported from 1668
onward :—

Years, Calicoes. Bengal Wrought Silks,
1008 247,214 pieces 57,260 pleces
16y 853004 |, HME |,

1700 b5l 100 |, 110,456
1701 826,001 115604

When the object of the previous prohibition was thus
frustrated, the silk-weavers of London grew tumultuous and
carried their violence so far as to attempt seizing the treasure
ot the East India House, and had almost succoeded in it, but
were in the end reduced to order. Thereupon the agitation
against Indian silks culminated in several logislative ensct-
ments. The much-needed statute was passed in 1700 enacting
* that from Michaelmas, 1701, all wrought silks, Bengals, and
stufls mixed with silk or herba, of the manufacture of Persia,
China, or the East Indigs ; and also all calicoes, painted, dyed,
or stained there, should be locked up in warehouses appointed
by the Commissioners of the Customs, till re-exported ; 5o as
none of the said goods should be worn or used, in either apparel
or furniture, in England on forfeiture thereof, and also of £200
penalty on the persons having or selling any of them."”

New Duty on Muslins
At the same time, to prevent the excessive importations of

prohibited goods during the interim, a new duty of 15 per
oent was imposed by another Act (11 and 13 Wm. I11, ¢. 3)
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upon the gross price realised at sale,! over and above all the
duties then payable on all Indian wrought silks, dyed calicoes,
snd muslins imported between 26th March, 1700, and 30th
September, 1701, when the prohibitory Act was to operate.
As the prohibited goods, being forbidden for home consump-
tion, were meant for the European and Colonial markets, they
were to pay no duty other than the 2§ per cent subsidy upon
re-exportation from the country. This temporary duty of
15 per cent on muslins, instead of being abolished in 1701, was
first continued to 30th September, 1708, by 12 and 13 Wm. 111,
o. 11,® and then made perpetual for further discouraging
the importation of Indian manufactured cloth.

Another Act imposed a similar duty of 15 per cent on all
white? calicoes whatsoever whether musling or thick cloth,
so that the greatest and the most lucrative branch of the
Company’s commerce was dealt a heavy blow.

Growth of English Manufactures

The various imposts were considered so intolerable that the
Company would have much curtailed their shipping if they
were not bent upon making * some show and appearance in
India of not quitting the trade.”? They did for a time highly
suffer from these Acts, since they could hardly bring sufficient
quantities of Indian goods ; their ships had either to return
dead freighted or filled with China ware, and such other
commodities as did not answer their charges. The balance of
trade in the Indies was mightily disturbed. The Company,

"

& General, 18th January, 1T00-G Letter Bk., XII, p. B617.
ibid., 7th Pebrusry, 1706-7. Lefter Bk, XIII, p 98 22d. per th.
net duty on Indian wrought silks between Mich, 1604 to Mich. 1700
amounted to £0201/8/2 ; and the 15 per cent duty between 25th March and
28th Boptember, 1700, was £11,783/12/4. Public Heoord Office, T. 30, Val. L

t |5 per cont on muslin imposed by 11 Wm. LI e 10, up to 30th Septem-
ber, 1701, continued ut:: 30th September, 1706, by 12 and 13 W ITL e 11
allowed to be drawn back on re-exportation, Continged 24th June, 1710,
by 3 and 4 Anne, e 4; 24th June, 1714, by @& Anne, 22, 1; for ever by 7
Anne, 7, 26

* (‘alicors that did not pay the dutics sa muslin, dimitles and ecotton
manufsotures,

* Fort General, 12th Jaguary, 17040 {Letter Bk, XI1, p. 371). Every
pirce of ealico valued at 10/ in the Book of Rates ﬁl A/t na net duty and
16 per cent more on the gross value st the Candle (Letter Bk, XV, p. G6).
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seeing little hope of profit in the principal branch of their
Indisn business, were led to develop their China trade.

On the other hund, there is no doubt that the total prohibi-
tion of silks and painted calicoes for home consumption and
the excessive duties on muslins and white calivoes imparted a
great impetus to the dyeing and weaving industries of England.
The importation of raw silk and cotton yarn was in s few
years greatly inereased. The manufacturers were so successful
in producing sooseys, romalls, ete., in imitation of Bengal
goods, even as early as 1703, that instead of stained calicoes
and linens, plain stuff was imported from Indin and after
being printed, painted, stained and dyed in England was
universally used by the people. It was truly pointed out by
the Company in a petition to the House of Lords that when
the Indian stuffs were first prohibited, several sorts of striped
and chequered and other species of goods in imitation of them
were brought into and worn in England at twice and thrice the
prime cost of those prohibited; that the prohibited goods
were sent to the very place those species or imitations were
made at ; that the proteotive measures had not put a stop
to the importation of Indian silks and chintz, which were
universally popular on aceount of their beauty and cheapness,
but had altered the channel of their supply; that the
prohibition only tended to enrich the Dutch at the expense of
the English, who by appropristing this trade had replaced the
British woollens with cheap Indian goods ; and, lastly, that as
large quantities were smuggled from the continent of Europe,
the state lost the duties and the people paid more for the same
goods than they would have done if these were directly
imported.® The Legislature had, no doubt, tried to put down
smuggling,

Excise on Calicoes

For instance, an Act (6 Anne, c. 3) was passed in 1707
for better securing the duties upon East Indian goods, requir-
ing the Company to give a bond of £2500 for every 100 tons

! Letter Bk., I.{:;L 447, 638,
® Miscellancous, Yol 6, pp. 202-60,
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their ships were let for, that all goods laden upon such ships
should be brought and landed in England without breaking
bulk on the sea.' It was further supplemented by an Act of
1712 for better ascertaining and-securing the payments for
goods and merchandise to be imported from the East Indies,
and all other places within the limits of the charters granted to
the East Indin Company.® In the same year another Act
(12 and 13 Anne, c. 9) was passed for laying further duties on
coffee, tea, drugs, eto., for thirty-two years from 16th June,
1712.* Coffee was charged 12d. per Ib. avoirdupois, and tes
2. when imported from the places of the Company’s charter
and 5. on importation from other places. The new additional
duty on all drugs except those employed for dyeing purposes in
England was 20 per cent,* By this time the business of
calico-printing and dyeing plain Indian muslins was so firmly
established in England as to lead Parlisment to impose an
excise duty of 3d. per square yard in 1712 and double this amount
in 1714 on all calicoes printed, stained, painted, or dyed in the
country. The suthor of the * Proposals Humbly Offered to
the House of Commons " (16th January, 1706-7) had a fow
years before pleaded for a levy on the considerable estates
acquired in a short time by those engaged in calico-printing by
remarking that there were yearly printed and glazed, in England,
above twelve millions of pieces of calicoes, and linen cloth, ete., each
piece containing 18 yards in length. This statement affords a
striking proof of the remarkable progress made in these
employments set up only since the prohibiting of the
importation of calicoes printed and glazed in India.®

! Journal of the House of Commons, X111, pp, 439, 451, 453, 461,

? Journal of the House of Commons, XVII, p. 222,

! Made perpetual by 3 Geo. I, o. 7. The duty on drugs made to conss
Geo. I, e 7, and the duties on coffes tea made to conse by 10

1

|
: "R:md::u:-h House of Commons, XVII, p. 226,

au of “The New Disloguea (1710) upon the Present

Posture of Affairs,” remarks: 1 must not omit that thl:-.nw; variety in
the sorta Fashions of these silks and stuffs [some whereof are ex-
tremely curions and taking) would create & quickness in Trade among our
own Woollen Manufacturers and Silk-weavers, who are lovers of, and some-
times guiners by Imitation," p. 197,
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More Severe Penalties

As the use of printed Indian ealicoes, both in apparel and
household furniture, was not effectively curtailed by the
numerous protective measures, and worked to the great
prejudice of the woollen, silk, and dyeing industries of the
Kingdom, the question was once more taken up by Parlia-
ment in 1719. The Company made many representations, but
none paid any heed to their cogent reasons agninst the coming
Bill. It was pointed out that the Company * had carried on
the East India trade very much to the advantage of the nation
and the woollen manufacture thereof ™ ; that the proposed
Bill would cut off a large branch of their trade, would
diminish their naval foree, would weaken their settlements in
India, would render the English contemptible in the eyes of
the Indian princes, and encourage other European nations to
attempt the gradual engrossing of the whole trade and power of
India ; that the British revenue would suffer; and lastly,
that the prohibition of Indian calicoes would evoke retalistory
policy from Indian princes to prohibit English woollen manu-
factures from being used in their territories,

Notwithstanding such-like frequent protests, an Act was
passed (7 Geo, I, . 7) in 1720 to preserve and encourage the
woollen and silk manufsctures of England by making the
prohibition of the East Indian silks and ealicoes more effectual,
1t absolutely prohibited the wear and use of Indian silks and
calicoes painted, stained, or dyed in India, under the penalty of
£5 for each offence on the wearer, and of £20 on the seller. This
Act had the desired efiect of discouraging the importation of
painted and dyed fabrics, as will be seen in the diminishing
quantities of prohibited goods brought into the country
(Appendix A), The complaints against their usc continued for
a long time after. The ingenious writer of “ A Plan of the
English Commerce ™! (1726) attributed their prevalence to
female perverseness, or in his own words, the ungovernable
* passion for their fashion.” * Should I ask the lndies whether

1 Potitions, 18th Junuary, 1720 ; 23rd February, 1720 ; 30th March, 1720,
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they would dress by law, or clothe by Act of Parlinment, they
would ask me whether they were to be statute fools, and to be
made pageants and pictures of : whether the sex was to be set
up for our jest, and the parlisment had nothing to do but make
Indian queens of them 1—that they claim English liberty as
well as the man, snd as they expeet to do what they please,
and say what they please, so they will wear what they please,
and dress how they please,”!

Even in 1730 o poet gave expression to the popular fecling
in these words :—*

The silkworms form the wardrobes gandy pride ;
How rich the vests which Indian looms provide ;
Yet let mo hero the British nymphs advise

To hide these foreign spoils from native eyes ;
Lest rival artists murmuring for employ,

With savage rage the envied work destroy.

Cotton Manufactures under Protection

These warnings were also indicative of the growing cotton in-
dustry in England. Tn 1740 we are told that the manufacture of
cotton, mixed and plain, was arrived at so great a perfootion
since the exclusion of Indian eotton twenty years earlier that
England manufactured not only enough for her own consump-
tion,? but supplied her colonies, and even many of the nations
of Europe, us will be seen from the note below. Such a rapid
progress, long before the era of invention and new machinery,
clearly indicates the marvellous future of the English
cotton industry. The heavy duties which had brought about

L A Plan of the English Commerce,”

2.
® A stanza from a poem which nppumdtn the * Gentleman's Magazine ™'
in 1735 Taken from the * Chronologist,” p. 56

3 Tmporis of Exports of colton
of cotton. manufactare.
LanT 1,976,350 Tha £5,015
1701 1,085,808 23,253
1710 715,008 ,, 5,604
720 1,972,605 ., 18,200
1730 1,545,472 .. 13,524
1741 1,976,031 ., 5,700
1751 2,076,610 ,, 45,088

Macgregor's Commercial Tariffs, 1V, 450, 404-05,
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this change and excluded Indian picce-goods from the English
and colonial markets have heen detailed in the next section.
Hero it is sufficient to remark that the English commercial
palicy of the whole period from 1660 to 1757 is characterised
by protective measures against continental and Eastern goods
in general, and against the silks and painted goods of India in
particular, Thoroughly shielded by the outright prohibition
of such goods and the heavy imposts on others, England was
fairly on the way to build up her industrics. The other
Furopean countries, except Holland, had also prohibited the
use of some Indian fabrics,! so that the European and eolonial
markets for Indian piece-goods were being yearly narrowed
down. During the next generation the Indian cotton industry
was menaced by the new revolution bronght about by the
introduction of machinery in manufacturing eotton goods,
and within a few years more India so much lost her ancient
ascendaney that instead of a producer she became the con-
sumer of cotton goods.

Before we proceed further to unravel the complicated
subject of the gross and net duties levied upon the imported
East India goods, it is better to recall the various imposts
lovied in the beginning of the eighteenth century. Six
different levies, called the Old Subsidy, Additional Duty or
Half Subgidy, New Subsidy, Old Impost, Additional Tmpost,
and 15 per cent on muslins, were prevalent in 1700, These
several duties were followed by other subsidies, and additional
duties on coffee, tea, drugs, and white calicoes in subsequent

The following memorandum of the duties imposed upon the
East Tndia goods at various periods from 1660 to 1757 will
present at one view the numerous Acts relating to them :—

Memarandum Concerning Duties on the East India Goods.

12 Cur. 10, o 4. Ofd Subsdy of £5 per cont ; Jeus discount § per cent.
Net £4 5a. on all goods,
Additional Dty on mousling and linen= net subsidy ; duty being
£2 T, 6., discount b per cent ; net £2 2o Bd. on linen,

t Wmn. Wood's * Sarvey of Trade ” (a.0. 1722), pp. 22728, 650,
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2 W, M, o 4. Od Fmpost In 1000 of £20 por cent ; discount B} per cont
on the same.  Net £18 155, on all manufaniures, excopt indigo, which
waa [ree.

6W. M. e 5 Additional Jmpost of 1602-03, £5 per cent with discount
g ;ﬂ}ﬁ;m Net €4 13s. 0d. on all goods that were charged with the
post 5
New Impost continned by various Acts to Btatutes of
st August, 1716, continued 7 Anne, ¢, 31, & the Realm,
Int Angust, 1720, continued & Anne, o 14, 5 | 1X,
minde perpetual by & Anne, . 21, 1 133,

0, 10 W. ML, c. 25. New Subsidy—E5 por cent with discount & per cent.
Net £4 15a in 1608 on oll goods,

11, 12 W, 10, Bilks and Muﬂmgmﬂhﬁhdi’orhmm.

Alll-';;;itm. Pﬂamﬂum nudies or Persia after 20th
. 1608, wero to pay an additional duty of s, 10d. per Th, at
16 2, avoir. over and above all other duties payable for the same.
11 and 12 Wi, ¢ 10. 15 per cent on mualing with 5 per cent discount for
e Subridy—£1 discoun Net

2, 8 Anne, & O, in 1703, § 1. 4, L5 per cont.
£1 Ma 84, Al goods were fiable to this duty.

3, 4 Anne, e 4, in 1703, Additional duty on drogs. No discount—net
£4. Additional du olm“ No discount—net £12.

‘15 per cont on  enlic

I,t-'ﬂ"' o By in 1703, § Subsidy—£3 Ga G, with discount § per cent—

10 Anne, e 10, New duty on paper, printe and chequered linen—£15
per ceat. No discomntonct 018 |

10 Anne, e. 20, Further daty on drugs, ete., £20 per cont.  Not £20.

7 Gec 1, 0. 7. Prohibition reconfirmed and made mere effectual in 1720,

n ﬂgn.lyhc. 14. Additional Suheidy of § per cent on all goods imported
im ok .

Thus new imposts were from time to time piled upon the
goods imported into England. The working of the various
Acts was most complicated, because some of the goods were
rated and had to pay fixed percentage duties on the rates
agreed upon by Parlinment in their Books of Rates; some
were unrated, and paid the duties ad valorem ; while others
were partly rated! and partly unrated.? The ad valorem
duties on the unrated goods (except coflee, tea, musling, white

! Goods mted (Le. whose prioes were fixed for Customs) were: Callooss p

(white), canes (rattan), canes (walking), dimity, drogs, ivary, pepper, rios,
sugar, saltpotro, wilk, cotton yarn.

i Imported goods unrated wers: bowes, calicoes stitched with silk,
chinaware, coffee, counterpanes, cowries, dinmonds, fans, paper, lacquered
ware, mulmuls flowered, muslin neckelotha, guilts, rangoes, tes, ete,
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ealicoes,! dimities and other manufactures of eotton which
were under special regulations), were computed according to
the gross price at the Candle, after deduction of the allowances
to be made according to several Acts, There were, moreover,
certain regulations with regard to allowances, discounts, and
drawbaoks which occasioned such a dispute between the
Qompany and the authorities of the Custom House that it
lasted for more than thirty years. 1t was shown by the latter
that on following the method advocated by the Company, the
sovereign received less, though Parliament granted more.

The great difference in the amounts of duties levied upon
the principal articles of import will be &t once visible from
the following abstract of the tatal net duties payable upon all
East India unrated goods for every £100 value according to
the gross price at the Candle, both by the former method of
computing and the new (1714) advocated by the Custom
authorities :—

Goods—E100 value. Okl Way. New Way.
£ a 4 £ d
Arrack, 925gallna . . .+ . 4813 3 57 31}
Calicoss, white, pieces . . . . 1glo & 19 10 &
China ware or porcelain . : . . 18 80 2019 T
ﬁtﬂn 'J:Imnhrluru . e A . 2110 28 &
other manufactures not specially
mentioned : ; : 3 . 1718 8} 21 14 2
Dimities, 400 yarda R T .M 10 10
Dirugs for dyers' use 5 . : e I A 7 10 10}
Dirugs of ﬂlinlhur sorta: . . .18 2 83 26 &5 8
Muslins paying subsiies as calicoes, 30 pieces 1010 5 19 10 &
Ditho, and andwalorem. . . o+ o« 1204 W ol
Coffes, 100 Ibs. at importation . - AT B 278
Upon delivery for home consumption . B3 4 9 6B o4 T
Toa, 120 Iba at im tiom . : w0 1 35 4
Upan delivery for home consumption 21 7 7 WIE 9

All other unrated goods not manufactured 12 19 11} 1318 8
After o bitter controversy, protracted over several years,
the case was decided against the Company, and therefore the
enhanced dutics recorded in the second column came into
operstion. Nothing else remarkable happened up to the end
of our period, except the reduction of duties on tea to prevent
smuggling. It was seen that the duties realised by the
! See Appendix for ach of these articles, pp. 326-0 infra.
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State on tea before 1745 had been decreasing, though its
importation had gone on increasing year by vear. The
excessive levies on the commodity whose demand was growing
by leaps and bounds had very much encouraged smuggling.
To put an end to it, 4s. per Ib. excise was reduced to 1s. and
the 14 per cent customs were raised to 28 per cent.? The effect
of the change was a rapid inflation in imported quantities and
a remarkable increase in the revenue of the State. While the
net amount realised from 1741 to 1745 was £678,520 from
Excise and £107,592 from Customs, the two items rose to
£2,200,000 and £388,000 in the eight years from 1746 to 1753,
or to a little less than £400,000 per year in 1753,

In the end, it will be better to fix our attention on the net
duties—deducting all discounts for prompt payment and
allowances for charges, ete.—payable on the principal Eastern
imports and the sums repaid out of the same for the re-
exportation of the articles from England in the last year of
olr survey.

It is evident that the home consumer was subjected to heavy
taxation for consuming BEastern commodities, but mighty
encoursgement was given him for finding out markets on the
continent of Europe and other foreign lands for the develop-
ment of English commerce and shipping.

1 21 Geo, IT, e. 14.

Harleian I!BS.. ':I'DI!IJL 40. Beore's Observations, 33rd March, 1715,
W, Edgar's * Customs Veotagalinm Systema.”  Londan, 1714, pp. 310-19.

AMMHBMHA;.I“N the same duties were payable as
upon brandy and foreign spirits imported. 7 Geo. 11, o. 14,

niations in America to 1s. Gd. Ib. inland
mqﬂ'h :ll(!:.ﬂ el ad o

T’u—m;; cent more for excise ; Is. per Ib. and 25 per cent on the
nthn{,{ndll.:.'i'mm 24th June, 1745, no draw allowed since
thltdnh. 18 Geo. I1, &, 26,
s A SRt it b son £ r2 8
on impartat ter 26ih 740, to on
exportation, 21 Geo. I, e 30. :
An additional duty of 1s. Ib. lnid on all goods imported from and after
llt!l!th.l'l'ﬂ' = 3 -y
mlﬂmmnﬂumhdgwﬂ-impnrhd the E.I. Com on
m at the Candle, the said duty to be without any
for t and prohibited goods excepted from this duty,
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Net Duties Payable Per Cent in 175671

Muslins and calicoes

Bg
5.

a7
China ware . X . a2z 18 7
Iamonds, pearls and rubics
Diimities . 3 - 3T 8 & 3 2 D
Dirugs, manufsctured M2 T 023
v unmanufsctored 21 49 8 1012 8
Goods for dyers” use - : : « 1210711 1012 11
Tea, Customs . I - ' . « 1818 % —_
w Inland Druty . . . ' . 25 0 0 —
Bengal silk per Tb,= 24 ors., rate 1w, 02 4 L S §
Chins ailk H - . . ¥ 011 018
Dhattios, rute £1 ’ ; ! 0 310~ 03 4
Caoffes nuts, rate £2 10a. per owt. 01111 010 0
Coffee per owt. and - - 112 o 110 2
upan home consamption 8 8 0 from British
plantations,
11 4 © from other
countriss,

In the end, a word on revenne derived from customs on the
E.L goods will furnish a useful memorandum on the benefit
of the Eastern trade to the State in particnlar.

Sufficient data are not available for presenting a regular
sccount of the annual total sums paid by the Company and
others as customs on their Esstern imports, yet an idea of
their growth during the century and a half of our period can
be formed from s few items scattered here and there in
the Records. The cargoes brought on the twenty-five ships
belonging to the twelve separate voyages undertaken by the
Merchant Adventurers under the name of the E.I Company
from 1601 to 1612, paid £81,698 as subsidies to the State ;
while the First Joint Stock is represented to have contributed
£65,000* on the next four years’ adventures, Multiplying
those sums by twenty, in imitation of the method prevalent?
in those days, we find that the Company’s imports amounted
to about £3,000,000 sterling for all their adventures in which
they had invested for shipping, goods, ete., near £800,000,

1 Langham's Net Dutles (1757), p. 85

® Home Mise., 30, p. 24.
* Maopherson's Commerce, 11, p. 316,



270 PROTECTION AGAINST INDIAN TEXTILES

The yield of customs on the Company’s goods grew with the
voliume of trade, so that the amount was stated in 1625 to be
£30,000 per annum! for the preceding few years. The deeline
of the Company’s trade during the next quarter of the
seventeenth eentury is also faithfully mirrored in the customs
returns, During the twenty-five years from 1625 to 1649,
£500,000 are said to have been contributed to the publie
revenue, which gives us an average of £20,000 per annum for
the period.? *

It has been seen that the Company's trade lay more or less
in & moribund condition for the next sixteen years, hence the
share of the State must have pan passu decreased. It is also
known that the Eastern trade was revived and pursued with
vigour after the termination of the Anglo-Duteh Warin 1667,
From that year to 1774 the average annusl yield as duties on
the imported goods is mentioned as £35,000;* while from
another account preserved in the British Museum Manuscript,
Jure Impt. Coll,, No. 17,019, it appears that the average for
eloven years, from 1672 to 1682 inclusive, stood at £35,972 per
annum.* As new duties were from time to time imposed on
the E.I. goods sinece 1600 onward and the volume of trade,
too, showed uninterrupted progress, the amount paid by the
Company in the form of customs, excise, ete.,, must have
incrensed pari passu.

The produce from E.I. goods in 1691-92, though a lean year,

* Calerular, IV, p. 118 ; ef. Calendar, 1, 138, 432,

* About the Imthdnﬂ-unhﬁnmhudmhwﬂdh
valued at 0,000 {Court Minutes, 16356-39, pp, 271-72).

. of Iluﬁhnihlppﬂlmbyﬂn(‘nmmyﬂuﬂthjﬂl
166708 to the present year 1074

* Customs paid by the E.I. Company—the year ending at Michaclmas :—

(Shillings and pence left out in each item.)

1672 £32,000 1679 £52,763
1673 7,780 1680 43,817
1674 32,630 1651 27,922
1675 27,511 1682 140,390
1676 40,968

1877 46,505 £431,062
1678 30,267

B. Museum MSS., Jure Impt., 17,010, p, 4.
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soared high to £142,717, and the estimate for the next three
years on this basis was therefore thrice this sum.! The total
yield in 1697 stood at £122,761.* This is not a poor income in
the lpst year of a long and continuous war with Europe. There
are no separate entries for the net or gross yield of duties paid
on the Eastern imports in the Customs Books for the following
years,but an idea of the large sums contributed in several items
from 1696 onward can be had from a table given on p. 330 and
compiled from a manuseript volume, entitled the ** Net Duties
on Exporta and Imports,” in the Custom House Library.

At the end of our period, the moneys paid in the exchequer
as duties were on the average more than the sums exported to the
East in the form of gold and silver. In fact, the gains of the
State alone in revenue from the Company's commerce wers
14 per cent more than the moneys exported by that body from
the wholo country for investment in Oriental commodities.

For the purposes of comparison the returns of customs and
bullion exported are shown side by side for the years 1760-51

to 17569-60 :—

Customs and Excise Ruallion

Yoar. paid by the Company.? the Company. !
17560 ERBT, B0 £80H) 252
1761 27,215 {36, 185
1752 041, 702 Bl a0
1754 RES, 202 D44, 256
17564 B4, 751 A48, 503
1765 03K, 543 620,378
17566 RO, 132 705,008
1757 650, 530 450,252
1768 TI0,022 172,604
1759 1,028,622 142,922

£0,100,700 £6.370,144

In other words, while England exported 6} million pounds
sterling to the East in ten years from 1750 to 1759, it received
back, in the form of import duties, excise, ete., mare than
£9,000,000. The extraordinary total gains to the nation
from the Oriental trade are manifest from these figures.

! B, Museum MSS., Harleian, 7019, p. 6.
¥ Public Record Office—Customs, I1I, Vol. 1.

* Home Mise., 61, p. 109,
* Parliamentary Paper, 152 of 1812-1%.
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It will have boen evident now that from the "thirtics of the
cighteenth century the Fastern trade was so immensely lucra-
tive to England as not to deplete her by a single farthing.
The total exports of treasure and goods were less than the
income brought into the State by duties levied upon the

carried in and out of the country.!

All the Oriental goods were obtained free of charge, so to
say, by England. These re-exported goods still more multi-
plied the stock of the country by importing hundreds of
thousands of pounds from the Continent and colonies. The
shipping and shipbuilding trades were also extraordinarily
benefited. Then large amounts of money were brought into
the kingdom from Indin by Englishmen in the service of the
Company as well as by those who were engaged in private
trade there. England had become a supplier of Europe in
Oriental products and merchandise. Her shippers, bankers,
merchants, moneyed classes, the Court, the aristooracy,
mariners, workmen, and capitalists—one and all—were being
unusually enriched by this lucrative commeree.

Yet the State deliberately discarded theee advantages. For
full one century a conscious effort had been made to develop
English shipping and industries and to discourage Indian and
French imports. The French Court was not less snxious to
rotaliste and impose severe restrictions on foreign imports.
To prevent the sccess of undesirable goods it employed
effective means such as prohibitions, duties on importation
and consumption, transit dues, strict restraints and harass-
ments. Then the Court set the salutary example of using
home-made manufactures and boycotted foreign goods against
the will of the fashionable classes.

8o in England, though the wear of Indian, Persian, Chinese
silks and Indian muslins and piece-goods was the fashion of
the day, the Commons first put higher and higher imposts
both on the French and Oriental manufactures and then
totally prohibited their use, By these methods national
industries were established, encouraged, and developed. We

1 Bee p. 330 infro.
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learn from William Wood that no sooner was the Act passed
for prohibiting the East India and Persian silk, stuffs, ete,, than
the fainting spirits of English manufacturers revived and new
life and vigour seemed diffused through the nation, and the
influence of it was not confined to the manufacturers only,
the merchants were sharers therein. It greatly encouraged
English trade to the Levant, Ttaly, ete.

England had done away with the necessity of importing
Oriental silks and cottons. By the middle of the eighteenth
century, before any machinery had been invented to revolu-
tionise the manufacture of picce-goods, not only was the home
demand fully satisfied by the English manufacturers, but
large quantities were being exported to the continental and
American markets.

Since 1710 almost the whole Oriental trade in manufsctured
goods was meant for the supply of foreign markets. These were
being captured by England, and thus the demand for Indian
eloth had been yearly curtailed. With the invention and
growth of machinery for the manufacture and transporta-
tion of cloth, and the passing off of the French and Dutch
from the political and commercial stages of the Indian
continent, Indian importations into Europe began to dwindle
fast and they reached the vanishing-point in a short period.
Then the tide turned ; India, instead of an exporter of eloth,
became an importer. Therefore the spinning, weaving,
dyeing, as well as their subsidiary and allied industries began
to shrink and fade away before the onrushing flood of cheap
English manufactures. How much of this transformation,
devolution, disturbance, derangement, deterioration, decay
was due to political and how much to economie causes, will be
studied independently in a separate volume. Here it is
essential to bear in mind that the downward process had long
begun and been forced by economic causes alone.

The adverse effects of the growing cotton industry in
England could not be folt up to 1760 in Indis. This country
was still the home of cloth manufacture and the greatest and
almost the sole supplier of the hundred sorts of her well-known

T
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cotton goods, procions stoncs, drugs, and other valuable
products, By reason of her vast exports to sll the countries
of the world, India was still in the eyes of all the greatest
sink of silver and gold.

All the currents of precious metals discherged themselves on
the Indisn continent. M. Bernerd Picart, the voluminous and
relinble author of the ** Ceremonies et Coutumes Religicuses
des Peuples Idolatres,” remarked in 1735 that :—

Jo crois que 'on peut avancer, sans crainte de e tromper, que
los Btats du Grand Mogol sont les plus riches qu'il y ait an Monde ;
ear non-seulement presque toutes les Nations de I'Europe, maia
encore velles de I'Asie, y vont porter de I'Or et de I'Argent ;
et n'en retirent que des merchandises : de sorte que cet Empire
est comme une espece de goussre, dans lequel se précipitent
toutes les Achesses du Monde, et d'od aucunes ne sortent.!

The writer of the * Histoire de Thomas Kouli Khan,” which
was published st Paris in 1742, surpassed Picart in his
admiration of the extraordinary riches of India.

1l v & longtempa que Uon dit, que I'Indostan est I'abime de
tous les trésors de I'Univers: tout I'or et tout largent que
fournit I'Amérique, aprés avoir circulé quelque temps en Europe,
vient aboutir dans le Mogol pour n'en plus sortir. Les Indiens
peuvent se passer aisément de toutes les productions du reste de
la terre:

Autant que 'on vient aux Indes de toutes lea Nations du
monde pour y chercher ce qui leur manque. 11 sen suit de li que
I'argent de 'Univers trouve mille voies pour entrer dans 1'In-
dostan et n'n presque aucune issue pour en sortie; d'nutant
micux que les donrées et merchandises que l'on y apporte des
pays Etrangers ne se payent jamais qu'en iohange de celles du
pays, ¢t celles-ci au contraire, dent il se fait infiniment plus de
consommation ne s'scquierent qu'svec de Uargent.®

All the gold snd silver of the universe found & thousand and
one chennels for entering into India, but there was not &
single outlet for the procious metals to go.out of the country.
Tt was this immence snd constant influx of silver from all the
countries of our plenit which made the masses live in case and

TP 12, f Pp dI3-lG
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comfort under a most despotic government. What James

GGrant has remarked about the people of the Decean s equally
true of the whole country :—

It must be acknowledged that the pemut:ir of the Deccan,

even under despotism, enjoy a larger portion of the fruits of the
earth and their own industry, than of other countries can

' Addl. M8., 20,200, p. 402,
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CHAPTER 1

APPEXDIX

Tonnage Employed in the Foreign and Emﬂ*vg Trades of India in

the beginning of the Seventeenth Century.

Herg the results of our survey of the foreign and coastal trade
of India are summed up in a tabular form. They are only rough
estimates of the approrimate tonnage of the shipping employed
;l;;ﬂle mmturr trade of India, In the absence of any positive

ta, personal impressions a t : an impértinl
mmme:pminmuﬁuﬂmﬁ:ﬁ&u{: ions of the
various travellers will, it is hoped, prove very useful.

Foreign Trade of India.

Conntries, Total tonnage.
With Europe,! from tolndia . . 10,500
2 L Wﬁl W ® - m
Africa,? pither way i = e o+ W oB000
Rod Bea® - . . . « 10000
Ormust . e 1000
Maldives* . - i . < 3500
Coylon® . R e
Spleels” 2 BE SR R
Siam, Cochin-China* ete. . » . B0

Japan, nnd Philippines® directed through

Moluceas . . . . . « 6,000
A5,

1 Boe " Imports into Portugal,” infre, We shonld also add T00-800

: nuall Htl;?hunlmmihurtwm{m
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Coasting Trade at the Different Ports of India.

Tatia : « 10,0 tons, Malabar Porta . 50,000 tons,
Hu . - . 10000 Coromandel . 000 .
Cambay'® . . loonn Orizap!d | . 5000
Goalt | . o 100000, Bengal't . 000,
Surati? - . 20000

empire of Prostor John." “That Zails was the place of immense traffic has
been out Hﬂhrthnm {p. i),
; ,F' “ Indo-Arabian tends,” infra, and * Euro-Asistic centres,”
.

®

Thirty to forty ships laden with cowries seen by Pyrand ; many shipa
Inden wi mru:lumhelt to Cambay and with fish to Sumatra and Indin ;
large amounts of coconumt, coir, mats, etc., were also exported {Pyrard, I,
297 of seg., 23642),

- Pearl Island,™ infra.

* The following facts should be taken into consideration—Achin, 10
to 16 of diverse nations from Bengal, Calivut, Pegu, ete

The hing of Achin umally placed at sea 60, 70, and 80 galleys, besides
lmilan{.lzllh:: w without an ldilﬁnulty.rgi: Inid siegn }n hlumhnn with

, galliots, leys, Queen of Japarn
Malacea with ED sails, inoluding 70 or 80 junks (a.p. 1576G) {m
Uliramarinho, 1, Part 1, pp. 25-53). The Kl-:t:ﬁ of Jam led an expedition
aplmtﬁnthniPmm. The latter 2700 sails, amonget which
& thousand high-built junks and all the rest wers vessels with oam.

strength of the fleet of the assailants i not given, yet it must be

Hygmt{i'inm.n: 258). There passes not a year wherein, from
provinoes and islands of Java, Bali, Madura, Angenio, Borneo, and
sails not theroanto at the least 1000 junks, besides other smaller
wherewith all the rivers and all the harbours are full (Pinto, p. 285).
mlam—nine or ten greal ships o yoar from China alone.
umatr—thirty ships according to Pyrard. Huutman saw ten ships
in the harbour of an ordinary village of Sumatra.

bome
and
th

FEE
e

£F

goods,

' ships of 0080 tons, elsewhere 50 tous burden, each bound for
Mm:mﬁr&nh:dmmtm.mﬂ“dﬁhw
ships to Pegu and Arabian ships with Indian European goods to
the samo (see “ Near East,” infra).

Fitch testified to the commercial greatness of Sumergan (Sunargaon),

) van, Tavi, Tanaseri, Junsataon, and many others.

* Canton. We read in * Des Voyages de Jean Moequet,” begun in 1601,

that at the port of Canton there were more than three or four thousand very
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In other words, the total tonmage employed in the costal trade
of Indin amounted to 340,000 at the dawn of the seventeenth
century.

30,000 tons,  On November 25, 1612, b saw a fotilla of 120 FPortogal
Irigates bound for Goa (ef. Lancaster’s Voyages, 104, 106},

'* The Portuguese captured, in 1612, 120 wmall vessels, and ten ‘groat
therefore

ahipn, one whereof waa the Rebemi of 1600 tons,  The wmw will
bee 120 0 50 00 plus fekemi of 1000 tons plus § <400 3600 ; total
:::‘ﬁ 11,1060, This tonnage was l::slumd at ooe time; some musi have
wed uncaptured in the Bar and many ships must be out on the sea,
Three Indian ships were also seen ready for Sumaten nt the port of Surat by
'&Tli shu-,m;hm"vo'! P'lt:ﬂl'r Bty Portuguess
informs us that forty to
+ lay at the &rﬂﬂumlhmmmz-.uthlmhmuﬁm:
in and out without their licenss (ibid., po 113).
Now read Wheeler's opinion on the Surat shipping : *“The Moghul
shipping lay pretty clow together in the Surad river.  Some of the vewols
were more than o thousand tons burden,  Altogether there were more than

ovidenors, do wo not err on the side of gross underestimation in fixing the
Hurat trode st 20,000 'lnn:l;:iul_v."t e i s

1% Twenty to thirty large wmall—Frederick ; Pipli,
MnMHmllmpmyﬂﬁ:tnmmﬂuh were
Wu.thnugimrﬂladhymmvﬂh#hmmh ve been

S Thin in am understatemeat, bocause we kuuy (hat the rice
alone was ble. Pyrard sa i " One sees Ve
ﬂly::?r:lsg;ﬂtnuﬂhrnfﬂﬂlﬁﬁ’;nlnpﬂlﬂmfwm
" (I, 327)
Thht}rhim-tyl.hiifnﬂnt to Cochin alone,

Thirty to forty ships returned with cowries from Maldives (Pyrard I,
237-38).

Bhips to and from the Southorn Islands, Cevlan, , Siam, wto.

The Bengnl vessels were genorally of great by resembling the

Chinese and Arabian junks, Hence thelr tonnage can be taken to be 500 tons

pec ship.
To this Haven of Angeli come every year many ships out of India,
Nagapatan, Sumatra, Mulscos, and divers other places (Ralph Fitch, p, 182),
the end, the reader should fully weigh the rutit words of Nicolo
Conti who speaks of Indian merchants as * very rich,” so much so that
some will carry on their business in forfy of their own sbips, each of which
in valued at 15,000 gold pisecs,”



CHAPTER 11

ATFENDIX A
Exports by the East India Company between 1601 and 1619
inclsive.
; Ships  Re-
Money. Goode, sent out. turnod.

1601 £21.742 £, 800 4 4

1603 11,160 1,142 4 3

1603 17,600 7,280 3 3

10T 16,000 3400 2 —_

1608 LELLL 1,700 1 1

1609 28,500 21,800 3 1

1610 19,200 10,081 4 4
£119.202 £51,763 31 10

1811 £17.0756 10,000 4 3

1612 1,250 650 1 1

1613 18,810 12,446 5 2

1614 13,042 23,000 ] 4

1615 26,060 20,0685 B i

1616 62,087 16, G T 3

1617 L] 1

1618 208,000 152,000 0 1

1519 500 020

Totalfor 10 years  £547,636 £202,430 a »
Ships remaining 31, lost, worn, and taken by the Dutch 14.%
1620-21° £62,400 £28,608 10 1
1621-22 12,900 6,523 4 I
1622-23 1,600 6,430 5 b
162324 68,720 17,345 7 &
£205,710 £58, 806 28 12

Total for 23 years £763, 330 £351,236 107 45

% Milbarn's figuros, £119,022, are obviousl a misprint.
* Home Misc., 30, p- 124 P.rintuihiuli{y
s Moresu's E.L Company’s Records; Macpherson Commeren with
L] . ¥
Tadia, p. 110, ) .
282
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It 18 not easy to reconvile the returns of ships for the years
1622 and 1623 in the preceding statement of the Company with
those given by Sainsbury in his Calendar of State Papers. They
are also contradictory to another socount presented in October,
1623, by the Company themselves, according to which the out-
going ships and their tonnage were as under :—

Year, No, of shi Tonnage in all
1623 3 o T10
1624 i 1610
1625 7 3530
1620 L] 2140
1627 a 1130

2 Bal0

(Calendar, IV, pp. 568-50.)

Comparing this statement with the following one based on the
shipping list ut the ond of Part IT, we find that there isan ultima
eorrespondence in the number of ships, but o great di in
their tonnage, although the latter is in every case on the
Company's own records. [t appears that the Company’s return
for the year 1623-24 in their Report to Parlinment in 1625,
includes the ships that have been shown as sailing in the year
1624 in the two tables preceding and sucoceding these lines :—

Yoar. No. of ahips, Tonnage.
I PRSI
oxi
1625 | [ 2030
L6z T S0
laz27 3 1550
23 12,280 tons.

The Report of 1625 is again contradictory to another statement
mude by the Company to Parliament in 1621, wherein it was
stated that there had been sent forth 86 ships to the Indies in
the term of twenty-one years. According to the former state-
ment, the number of ships onght to have been 95 and not B6.
- In short, even contemporary evidence does not confirm the
validity of the table under discussion.

-‘-*

T
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Arrexmix C

Exports from England from 1624 to 1657,

1624 £62,000 To Surat alone (Wilde's stntement).
1626 80,000 Court Minutes in Calendar, IV, p, 284,
1626 0,710 To Surat alone (Wilde's statoment).
1827 64,700 To Surat alone (Wilde's statement).
1628 Gl 000 Tﬁuut alone :W:‘idlﬂuhnhmm}.
1,000 in 000 in money (ef. Court Bk., 10,
. PO 22 :Ilf‘:gﬂ:.h 1V, p. 468), ﬂ[
1629 . 200, ndar, IV, p. 652, provisions of which the chargn
was sbove H%nm (Wilde
£61,000 was {or Surst ‘s statement
1630 150,000  On the James, William and Bleasing ;
100,000 On the Mary, Exchange, Specdwell and Hopewell (Eng,
mﬁ. ¥il,

Fm‘ltl;i::t.hn'd.l i xvi).

Tove and Star not of. Eng. Factories,

ol. 1630--33, p. 113). : e

B4171  Should be to the pums on the evidencs
of the Court Minutes, it in stated that from 1017

o 1628 there had been sent £1,145,442 in mosey and
Eiodl- Addlnﬁu the sums shown againet these years

:ﬁmn ol m deficiency of £84,171 (Calendar, 1V,
p- L6},

1631 160,700 Letter Bk, I, p. 78, Cargoes of the Palsgrove and London
nni.l.nuln:lu.hnﬂ'lhm Out of it, gonds wers warth

£43,000,
1632 22,454 Letter Bk, I, 130. Cargo of the Swan.
1633 80,380 E61,400 in money and the rest in goods on the
ﬂiﬁ:wm -fwmfimmnpg‘m‘vﬂl
ASD in money according to Calendar, V, p 273, Re-
HJEIW.I.IN

solved to to the Indies (Court Rk, 13,
pp. 486, 110,

1034 065,000 Money only (Calendar, V, p. 554),

1835 162,780 £29, on the Swan; £11000 on the Consler; £122 330

on the William and the Crispian (Letter Bl I, pp 130,
135).
1638 40,342 £1u.3-|§ on the Hart (Letter Bk, I, p, 82),
L£30,000 on the Mery (Court Ble, 18, p. 140).

1837 31710 £30.710 on the Eagle and the Jonna {Lettér Bie, I, p. 170},
One chest of Crosndoss was ordered oo the Advies
(Court Ble., 16, pp. 203, 240),

1638 22000° On the I , no information for the Jerd which had
indeod a ltnltlh Lw;mfum mthnnm%ﬂﬂl
on tha Tk , bt it y carried ot
worth Emuhr'- Court Minutes, Val, 1@5—:{.'1:
xxv. Sce Lotter Bk., I, p. 170).

e e m e ek Ty o o
000 in wia to on
Hopewell, London and the Wilfiam : £0000 was on the
Hopewell (Court Bk, 17, pp. 41, 46, 05, Foster's (',

Minutes, Vol. 1030-39, p. M),

' This is all the shipping and stocks which you may this year expeot

: m“hmrmfﬁhunmhmrﬂtﬁ?htmu.ﬁlm




284 APPERDIX D [Cuar. 11

1640 £50,000 Om the Jonas, rispinn and the Swan {Court Bk., 17,
pp 127, 130). £35,000 were for Surad.
1641 05000 £35,000 er £10,000 for Surat (Court Bk., 17, pp. 324, 21
£10,000 far the Coast (Court Bk., 17, pp. 300, 326).
£50, 000 for Bantam (Court Bk., IT.E 204},
1642 82,025 £16,004 on the Mesnng (Fac. Rec, Misc., 12, p. 63).
£58 504 on the Crispian and Aleppe Merchant {Fue, Rec.
Misc., 12, p. 60).
£5000 on the [Mlysses (Court Ble, 18, g 153),
For cargo on three ships of Courten | "ni. Heo, Mise., 12,

&),
143 62,130 m‘r.mm or £100,000 to be sent (Court Bk, 18, p. 221}
80 chests of silver on five ships, £30,000 quick stock on
T-hﬂﬂf-uph'n. Hind and the Neaflower (Court Bk., 18,
B
EIEIE:.I I:rm oni the Hart and the Mary (Fac. Bee. Mise.,
1644 50,000 or 00,000 resolved to be sont in money (Court Bk., 10,

p. 246
1645 00,000  £80,000 for Surat and £20,000 for Bantam (Court Bl., 18,

p. 146}
148 50,000 %ﬂj\' (Court Bk., 16, p&l?ﬂf 438, 443).
1647 B0,000 for Burat (Court Bk., 20, “.ﬂ-ﬁ{\:
168 116000 Court Bk, 22, pp. 4, 20, 38, 43, In all, £129,673 wers
spent for this year's investment.
1649 70,000 alime (Court Bk, 20, p. 302).
1650 102,000 Sent by the U, Stock alone qgumnh.m.;-p. oo, BOT).
1651 70,004 13, .lEp. 3,83, 1.
1052 50,000 ﬁmy to bo {Court Bk., 23, pp. 65, 101).
1053 481 on the Dove; no information regarding - the W ilfiam
! {Letter Bk., I, p. 208).
1664) 7472 Lotter Bk, I, pp. 231, 246, 250; Court Bl., 23, pp. 320, 340.
1655 4215 Letter Bk, I, p. 2718 Cf. Court Bk, 23, pp. 356, 300.
1666 16622 Letter B, 1. pp 323, 334, 330 £17.000 sent (Court Bk,
23, pp. 453-64).
1657 None
Arpexmx D

Eastern Imports into England.

joal-21 £9.004,000 Company’s statement.
1a20-23 1,255,444 “a siatement.
130,000

1624 . Value of the cargo on the Dalphin (Calendar, 111,
jas5 . 103,000 Value of the cargoes of the Star and the Moow
{Calendar, 1V, pp. 101, 121, 199).

‘Mlmtmlmlhmﬂgmmputlhnmtmmdwhdiuhk
Compendinm, 1L, p. 2, that in j6a2-53-54, the ex amounted only
mmmmil.m;mm In 165550, trade being opet,
there were no exporis by the n'ﬁ In 1657 the Com in
bullion £74,2356 and in goods £211 In is the only informa after 1619
and that, too, is utterly wrong.
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L0000 Value of this year's imports (Calendar, 1V, p, 284).

1a27

1628 m.im
LR W)
L1, 00
Total £57] 0600
lazp | B3.437
41,150

1650 . .
1631 170,000
1032 70, a0y
1633 EURELEY
1634 B8, (0}

s :
1638 LR
L0, 00K
laar . 40,300

138 . -
163 68,700
L5, W
I | 441, B0
1641 127,607
loqz - M
gy 139, (i)
LT

A4n . :’-I.‘
i [T . 238
0 1.0 v S 100,000
li4s S0, (a0

1640 | ;
1850 | itk (0
lasp LIRT L
laz2 | 40,000

No information,
Value of the corgo of the William,
Value of the cargoes of the Palsgraie, Dolphin qntl
Ihscarvery.
\"lluenfﬂwnlruamnl‘ the Morris, Eagle and the
L 'ﬁhfup;:: cargoes=£153,080 [Calondar, 1V,
‘vat of their =£1 = IV,
- 588 ; E[nﬂ.?md‘::,]; 1624-20, IHY}.
me oot CArgoos Rmhnr. Hfeani
- mdmﬂmr{md v, Elﬂ' ;
sl ol [ ]
Hopewl (s (Calondas, 1V, pp
Noi
Value of thnummdrhuﬂhduaﬂ the Jonas
Calendar, V, p. 156),
v of the pepper and cloves on the -
no information for the Lendon (Court . 13,

Sp.uus.m.
Hdlhawgnudﬁ-ixll&pn Pﬂt—

phin ; no Information
uhonim-hj [ﬂumﬂk.,lﬁ.pp.ﬂ,ﬂl.ﬂwhj.
Nulniwmﬂunz{hmﬂku 6, p. 30,

Valoe of :hh.' cargo of the Palsgrore wrecked in

-ﬂunﬂ%ﬂ:ﬂdmﬂm[{hﬂth.lﬂ.

4, 240).

{'nfrdﬂu cargoes of the two ships from Bantam,
L 15t ek Im 1588. No information for the
William from Surat.

;’fﬂﬂ!'ll'l"i'l"ﬂd- of the 8 nod M
‘oat of the cargoes W ary.

Value of the cargo of the Mery (Court Bk., 17,

127).
huumhm.rgnurmmm,{mmm
163741, p. 220).

't'.l-hlnnll'hl{.'mpul {Home Misc., 39, p. 162),

Ko information.

Value of the Crispian and the Aleppo Merchant for
£51,000 stock sent out

Value of the Reformation (Court Bk, 18, p. 8),

Ko information.

anmﬂthchumﬂmmgnmmm
(Court m.fm_&

mnfdiq returning ahips (Court Hk.,

of the Eagle, Aume,
Cireghound and Farewoll (Court Bk, 20, p. 535).

Insusrance palicy (Court Bk., 21, p. 100).

Inlmmpl.lqﬂ{'wrtm..ll Iﬂ}.

No information for I.hnra-luinh'ym



CHAPTER 111
APPENTIX A

The Dutch Trade at Surat in 1622-23.

Mesoraxous of the merchandise asked for and wanted yearly at
Surat, Agra, Cambaia and surrounding countries and its prices :—

im.mawm - oL M
000,000 Mocrish or Hungarian golden ducats, quan
mmmpﬂ&mﬂmupmmmdmunﬂyhmw
without duty or risk,
mmmmmummnu {mm i gamer
40-50 sachel of mace . . : " 450
40-50 picnl of sandal-wood . . - ' it 25-60
0,000-30,000 Ibe. of ivory . - - i . 30-00
100,000 The of lead . . + " i
l'hl.ultutnu&-hcﬁ : 5 " “ 150-200
Tha, of China.root T £ o 10-20
1,000-2,000 Ibe. of quicksilver . o " 180-200
1,000-1,500 s, of vermilion = » 150200
ﬂ—ﬁﬂbﬂmdmleuﬂmud‘mgluluqunﬂw
100 bahars of sapan-wood . 3 " 010
10, (0020, 0040 1w, of splonter " " 18-20
3,000,000 [ba. of bﬂm:lm p:ﬂi qunlily i " -0
Camphor . 5 & H0-60
l:‘ang:pur o o e s = 524
Pepper . - ; S : = 4 16-17
Wiz % " -
Large Jduﬂhumﬂtﬂum
2024 pieces fine searlet.

-8 o ltmlian Bk
ol P e
1n-12 - Eatin
ﬂqiﬂ lace.
Some pictures, nicely painted landseapes.
Hﬁ:ﬂh A nul lmwmnimmﬂn&u{mhmaﬂl
Thia 20 Dmuhr, lﬁ*: at &uﬂm
A mamody= 11 stivers tHnIL]. {eigned)
P, Van den Broecke
{Duteh Reconds, Vol TV, elsvii).
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Arrexnix B
Progress of the Dutch Trade.

{a) An account of the returns made from the East Indics to
Halland, from the time the Duteh traded thither, down to the
year 1724, specifying the number of ships every vear and the
invoice amounts of their corgoes '—

Value in Value in
Yearn,  Ships, Florine. Years.  Shipe, Florins,
m-1613 77 13, 10, 000 1656 10 2,711,014
114 2 433,526 16567 10 3,023 855
1615 [ 511,672 1858 10 3,005,275
1618 5 50, D64 1659 0 1,782,784
1617 4 573,007 160 11 3,195,910
1618 8 1,305, 644 1ai1 0 2,153,701
1619 5 1,074,047 1602 a 3,354,420
11120 il 013,137 1063 10 3,324,504
1021 [ 1,004,030 L 12 2,628,825
1022 8 1,776,702 L6465 13 3,643, 402
1623 S 1,301,500 1isihei 7 1,124,180
1624 [} RIZ 830 1067 12 3,110,060
1025 4 453,461 16is 16 1,155,653
1636 10 1,620,010 1e0g 18 4,026,481
1627 7 1,748,084 1670 0 5,024,150
n2s | 2,050,367 1671 18 5,186,414
1829 7 1,132,203 1a72 15 4,023,608
1o i 2 541,215 1673 7 1,688,310
§ (1] 7 1,504, 668 1674 ] 1,630,015
1Ag2 7 2,000,772 1675 14 1,540,518
13 7 1,801,409 1676 16 4,127,657
104 7 1,847,270 1677 15 3,575,453
1635 (1 2,050,037 1678 11 2 450,730
163a 8 1,805,340 1670 12 3880005
1037 & 2,673,201 16550 11 3,386,577
1638 7 1,670,071 1081 14 56,110,587
1iag 8 3,070,413 1682 8 2,957,100
140 10 2,842 405 1683 11 4,900,300
141 10 2,000,117 1684 16 5,080,391
1642 ] 8,485,102 1685 14 4,183,720
1643 10 3,297,882 168 14 5,568, (44
1044 7 2,070,607 1687 16 4,630,540
Li4s 8 2,021,508 1688 15 4,305,812
Lika 0 2.620,011 1059 15 3,002 596
1047 10 2 151,033 1600 17
:“‘;’ 12 2,073,630 1681 ]s f‘ﬂ;}':
4 0 2,845,106 1092 i
1650 0 1,546,417 160 15 1,330,236
1051 11 2,660,001 1604 12 -
g2 11 2,813,438 1405 15 5,154,408
sy 1 4,745,239 100 12 1,682,244
1154 4 370,008 1aoy 19 bAlDA1T
1655 10 2467112 1608 19 5,373,206
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Value in Value in
Years,  Shi Florins, Years.  Hiips. Florins.
1699 1 5,321,200 1712 21 6,111,822
1700 15 5,208,741 1713 17 4,654,043
1701 20 1,203,703 1714 2] 5,260,128
1702 a1 6,726,062 1715 27 7,730,000
1703 I8 8,177,447 1714 28 (
1704 2l 5,382,100 1717 8 7.200.512
1706 18 4,603,338 1718 24 7,175,000
1706 17 4,710,000 1719 30 B2, 00
1707 15 4,248,502 1720 24 7,000,000
1708 18 5,219,720 1721 a4 10,235,000
1700 18 bATT 400 1722 2 —
1710 2] 5,732,008 1723 20) 8,800,000
1711 20  GaLLED | 1724 31 =

(Stavorinas, 111, pp. 526-31.)

(b) Account of the number of ships sent out by the EL
Company of Holland, the number of men and the amount of
specie they earried, the number of ships returned, and the
proceeds of sales, from 1720 to 1728 :—

Shi Specie Proceeds of
Years. ont.  Crews Florins, returned.  Florina
1720 36 K205 4,125 a5 19,507,878
1721 40 0 5,820 34 14,585,073
1728 41 7400 7076 26 141,494,364
1723 s 7,785 1,587 20 16,247,604
1724 18 f,428 7410 31 200,677 447
1725 a5 i, 250 7412 a6 19,385,441
1726 38 550 7675 a2 21,312,6d0
1727 40 6,400 8,002 a0 18, 5, BET
1728 4 5, BN 6,058 28 o), 322 402
1728 M 35,300 4 525 25 18,100,117
Totalfor 10 years 374 00,606 04,503 303 158,557,840
Annoal average=37§ 6,950 6,550,300 1] 18,858,784
Florina. Florins

Ratio, 100 : 258
(Stavorinus, TIL, p. 532.)

b

i
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(¢) Account of the number of ships returned from the Indies,
with the invoice-prices and net proceeds of their cargoes for the
ten years from 1750 to 1756 :—

Invoices, Balea,
Yoars, Florins, Florina. Shipa,
1750 TAT2177 19,024, 200 23
1751 0, 80, 682 10,670,614 4
1762 7858 301 23,133,680 20
1753 10,256, 8 17,317,007 a2
R
17 052, i
1756 B421.410 18, 800,40 25
1757 8,035,720 14,520,367 24 i
1768 6,506,717 18,934, 384 s [
] BART 400 18817328 o8 {
Totalfor 10 years 85,050,108 188,965,430 23
Annual  avemge — 8,505,010 18,820,543 n
Hatio, 100 : 210,
(Stavorinus, TI1, pp. 410-20.)
(#) Prices of the Duteh E.I. Company's stock :—
Yenrs  Prioes, Years, Prices Years,  Prices,
1723 54 1743 350 1763 A0y
1724 1%} 1744 407 1704 i .
1725 14 1745 470 1765 408 ™
1726 655 1746 368 1760 7 .
1727 fi] 1747 44 1767 1]
1728 LiE] 1748 Bl 17068 Gls
1720 28 1740 425 1760 472
1730 716 1750 480 1770 412
1731 [0 1751 L1k 1771 a4
1732 770 1752 frii] 1772 anh
1733 644 1763 fitsi] 1773 323
1T 754 1754 GAsS 1774 330
1735 45 17556 Gla 1776 340
1736 766 175646 i 1578 340
1737 632 1767 itity3 1777 a55 a
1734 085 1768 458 1778 L)
1720 4 1750 386 1776 367 £
1740 Bkl 1760 414 1780 a2
1741 301 1701 a0 A -
1742 403 1762 323 i
{Stavorinus, ITI, Pp- 538-30.) ' o

»
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Avpexmx C
Profits made in the Indo-Asiatic Trade.

A valuation of certain goods bought at Surat in India in
December, 1629, and sold at (jombroon in Persia, February,
1630, viz. -—

Profit. Profit.
Bugar . . - L Gunderoon . : . 4%
Groen ginger . ¥ L Blue Chunders F 4
Indige . . . . B Pentadoes an
Rice . : ; . B Dy i . 76
Cotton-wool . g 120 Narrow Buftas a0
Mirvhalanes . s = by, Broad . ‘ . 40
m:ﬂ‘j . B - lﬁﬂ Blue Baftas . = - Tw
amin . . 100 5 eandy - &
Cardamum . . 60 »E:mm . 5
Boap . . . B0 Pincndics 35
Blue conches E . 4D Bl Helein 70
Tobagoo . A

A valuation of goods bought at Gombroon in February, 1629,
and sold at Swrat n 1620-30 :— ,

Profit. ; Profit.
Runas . . - . DRy Royals Hials v B
Walnuts R - Lo Rm:lim‘ ] AL
Wormseed . = . 3 Almonds, Iurge a0
Gold Cheekens = + & Pistaches - . B
Almords . - . B0 Rosewater . N
Galls . . 2 . B0 Abnrecs A ! |
Horses . I Threo for one Ehubarb . 20
Pearls . . . _— ] Assafootidn - 12
sk . . - e | Brimstons . . 30
Carpels.,. . o W Lapis laguli . 0

Boothby sold pearls in England at five for one and diamonds
at six for one, that is, made a profit of 400 and 50O per cent

rnFedlm‘.‘y.

ersian commodities made four for one profit in England.

He gives the instance of one Podemsee, a Hindu merchant, who
pearls to the value of 10 millions sterling from Persia.

“ From Surat to Goa, trade produces 30, 40, and 50 per cent in
pumerable of many divers sorts of commodities, which the
Portuguese bring to Surat ; and at Cambay, 100 sale of frigates
laden yearly, which I have seen, and know to be true, _
Gloa fo Swraf, produces 20, 25, and 30 per eent and for cinpamon
and dolium-indium 50 per cent.”
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From Surat to Masulipatam, Persinn commodities will produce
30, 40, snd 50 per cent.

From Surat to Bantam even the worst commodities produce TO
or B0 per cent; cloth 100 to 110 per cent ; cotton, wool, soap,
cummin seed, mustand seed, and wheat produce 8, 9, or 10 for one
profit. -~ .

Persia commodities there yield 14 and 2 for one.

From Bantam, most of these commodities are transported to
Achim, Tickoo, Prisman, Jambu, Japara, Macassar, and (hinn,
which produce one, two, three, and four for one profit,

Surat to China: English broadeloth and kersies 20-24 for one
profit ; indigo, nurrow and broad haftas, blue bymms, cankeens
6, 8, 10 for one profit ; white pepper, cloves, maces, nutmegs, and
other goods 3, 4, b, 6 for one profit ; China gold 4045, 50 per cent
profit in India.

Sural to Mocha : Tobaceo 10-12 for one; rice 6-7 for one ;
chinaware 4-5 for one; spices 2 for one ; sugar, candy, ginger,
eottan, cardamum, soap 2-3 for one ; various tﬁ:rt.hl 100 per cent.

Mocha commaodities at Surat yield 2 for one and upwards.

{Boothby's Brief Discovery of Madagascar, London, 1644).

These profits can fully explain the great loss suffered by the

Indian merchants by the growing parlicipa‘lon of the Europeans
In the Asiatle commerce,
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Year,
1015-14, Jan. 10

1616, Oct. 15

e
1610-17, Feh. 23
1617-18, Jan, 17
1618, May 12

CHAPTER 1V

APPENBIX

A wview of the Pepper Trade and its Profits from 1616 to 1630.
Pepper Bought for the First Joint Stock.

Ships.
N. Y. Gift

e

Quantity.
TR 062
#28,685

32,500
601,157
385,625

1060, 750

281,040
432 760

Total

value.
Ba. 23,450
23,920
T
10318
17,270
52,345
18,6461
27174

4,200,650 Ral02,873

Pepper Bought for the Second Joint Stock.

Year.
182021, Jar. 31
1821, Nov, 30

~ Feb 18
T A
1622, Aug. 20
w Feb B
1623, Der. 12

1623-24, Feb, 22
1624-25, Jan. 26

Ll
il

o
1636-27, Feb. 8

167, July 18
1627-98, Feb, 13

162829, Feb. 5
1630-30, Feb,

2. 2-T-3

Bhips.

Second Joint Stocks is 13d.

Quantity.
80, 125
822 500
266,250
428,125
B4R HTH
510,375
810,874
AL
805,625
881,370
87,015
L8] 625

1,020, 005
652,475
A18,600
416,280
311,260
518,125
324375
B4, 4T0
210,685
700,125

Tatal
walue.

Fn. 75,855
B2 40

14,286,078 Ra1,0567,334
The difference of the advance of price betwixt the First

Valus

sspseespepessese il glgempgngel

o

|

g%
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Pepper Sold for the First Joint Stock.

Quantity sold Price. Total value, Shipa.
761,610 2l £R2,168/13 N. Y. Gils
Iragon
1,055,306 6, 212,061/8 ]‘ S peiition
Poppercorn
1312516 204, 192510 [ {hacien
299,502 184, 17.072/0 I Sediae:
4,249,000 244, £431,431
Pepper Sold for the Second Joint Stock,
Quantity sold, Price. Total value. Ships,
984,305 T £50,263/8 Jiroww B
1,642,220 10jd. 134,550/18 {ﬂmm :
40,875 17, 40,474 L Jurmes
510,375 174 37,565
1,400,000 20d. 117,000 {
1,152,000 184, 86,400 M
1,515,000 184, 113,625 e
1 16d i it
558,000 5,600
Expedition
683,000 164, 62,200 {mﬂ
776,940 154 46,626 London
. 1L,019814 184, £830,235

The difference of the sale prices between the First and Becond
«Joint Stocks is 6}d. per Ib, (Home Miscellaneous, Vol. 39). The
averages and totals seem to be incorrect, but we have preserved
- the figures of the original record.




CHAPTER V

ArrEsDIX A

Total Annual Values of Bxports from England separately for
Goods and Bullion to the East.

Total Goods
Yonr. Money. and Money.
165550 £242304 £308,750
1650600 22,788 03, i
1a60-61 151077 188,033
164162 LW, 40 126,148
1263 01,224 138,330
JiER-G4 126,435 1“9.:13
166465 24,130 55,010
1684566 17,007 37607
166867 1,000 3,067
1667682 143,384
106560 132,167 202,010
1660-T0 104,078 252,340
1870-T1 207,048 346,300
1671-72 107,853 J0-4, 0008
1872-73 not stated 182,612
- 1673747 177,938 238,805
1874784 325,517 440,551
1875-T0 324,030 448,193
1678-77 180,200 288,240
16771-78 280,140 303,778
1678-70 340,584 387.725
1647880 301,474 461,211
1680-81 524,107 606,667
1881828 T08,900 835,313

! In the face of those figures, the returns given by Milburn, M
and Wisset for the 1 16569, and 1860 are totally incorrect.
to them, the value of the (o.'s exports was £251,653 and
of bullion, £227,820, and gomls, £23,703

* The Co,’s acoount of bullion shipped to India from 166763 to 1673-74
ﬂuﬂ!rmmim,lﬁqhhkm]ﬂhd&um mﬂmﬂ;:h:i: The dis-
crepancy can explained by s ng uniler-mentioned

ml.;;:.tﬁrnu hm

statoment been made by the to begin in June and
mmmjuhﬂmhmglhthndmthnﬁughmhmw
Book, 252, The annual returna made by the Co, were :—

1867-68 . « £128.008 1071-72 . . EIS6420

166800 . £162.3 1672-12 . . £131,300

laag-70 . . K187 458 1673-T4 . . E152,083

167071 . . E188,150

(Bruce's Annals, ii, p. 353,)
2404
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Arrexmx B

Ships, Goods, and Bullion sent to India by the Company from
London during the follnwing years.

Shipa sent from Eng
land to the East Indlu. Goods and Bullion
Yoars. No. Tons Exported,
108081 10 4,075 £346,213
LiR]—%2 - | 8,100 B34 A l‘.
1482-53 2 8,025 515216 il
108584 a9 10,850 482 147 ,
165485 14 5,545 620,34] ]
168556 13 7,778 40,200
108657 o 5,320 208,058 "
108788 ] 2,008 157401
168850 2 875 40,239
168040 4 a55 131,602
108001 [ 125,101
1601-n2 7 2,784 14,728
160253 5 2510 171,812
10304 15 5,858 077,016
109495 0 3,855 305,301
1605-90 7 3128 228 fizd
1606-07 4 1,570 115,570
169705 0 1,005 388,058
114Ky 14 5,560 G00, 014
16991710 12 4,050 592,753
1700-1 7 2,675 452,710
1701-2 ] 2,985 7,20
1702-3 12 4,730 L]
170834 13 4,105 411,745
1704-5 17 5,095 30,711
1705-6 9 a g90 108,138
1706-7 1 3,120 303,245
1707-8 15 5,130 52,083
1708-0 10 2410 554,358
170%-10 13 4,550 513,733

(Macgrogor's Commercial Statistion, Vol. IV, p. 410.)

" Murk the exsggeration of the suthor of * Discourse on Trade,” London,
16580, thmhn asserts that from 2nd March, 1673, to 11tk March, 1674,

l?;nh{.nmpmr . 240,
um athor ca 1n-mm.nm;umam
ln smim E120,000 to £150,000 by Sir J. mna*.m.. i
£ mlttnlhﬂurmhinlhnmmm.Minm:M-m
15, Thh_:rur  roturns are taken from the B, Museum MSS,, Jure Impt.,
p 134,
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ArrEsmx C

Money and Principal Commodities Exported from England
to the East.

(Compiled from the Custom House Books.)

Trom, Iron,
Year. Money. English, Lead. Woollens, Coral. Foreign.
1668 £300.230  E31M £4,838 £19,870 £3,267 £5,087
1609 #32.705 10,418 10,501 01,8682 6,102 1,050
17060 BT AER 6,354 6,870 R, 500 2,156 1438
1701 725,502 4,819 0,687 B8.065 1,307 2. 104

1702 410,762 3,073 3,351 63,851 ol 1460
1703 a0a,012 3443 7,800 162,734 106 — N
1704 451,277 2411 0,120 103,731 2,120 3,010
17046 M — — — -_— -
17046 b 1| B3 5,105 156,062 — 715
1707 13,253 - 4h B,506 38,315 == 2,085
827 8,224 34,112 3,050 2,585

1710 228,102 5,511 5,060 92,240 1,247 3,770
£5,572,164 £46.202 E7A580 £043,668  £20,706  £27.347

Arrexmix D

Number of Ships that smiled to the East with their uppmnnﬂt
available Tonnage.
BURAT. FORT & BAY. BANTAM.

Bhips, Total Ships. Total  Ships. Total
Years No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage.

No.  ‘Tonnage.
1658-50 ] 2 820 13 4,000 3 1,025
1850-f0 1 240 B 1,660 1 240
1ha0-61 4 1,578 [} 2100 i1 1.0
16a]-A2 4 £ 4 il 2 4
:m—u 2 Th0 3 1020 2 g
fifig-rhy a L1735 B 1,240 2
included
160485 2 470 3 85 1 in Cosst.
16654 1 aro 2 475 none
166867 1 140 nons —_ Tt
1667-08 4 1,100 7 2,600 3 1,084
166560 3 - 0 5 1,300 2 B26
1669-70 4 1,660 i 1,180 4 1,450
1670-71 5 2,010 & 1,730 10 2. M5
1671-72 + 1,670 5 2,000 ] 3,000

i} 4.021 146,361 52 3.276
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SURAT. FORT & BAY. BANTAM.

Bhips. Total  Ships. Total Ships. Total
Yearm, No. Tonmnage, No. ‘Tonnage. No. Tonnage.
1673-74 4 1,560 b 1,980 4 1.730
1674-75 b 1,760 i 2410 4 1,600
1675-78 b 2040 & 2140 L] 2,610
1678-77 3 1,480 3 LG10 i 2450
1677-78 3 1460 4 3,1%0 fi 3,140
1675-78 A 1,450 a 1,065 | 1,150 |
167080 a 1,560 4 2,380 3 1,800 |
1488081 a 1,500 5 2,000 3 1,400 1|
168182 8 3405 8 4180 7  I790 J

84 32365 112 42800 A4 3163 v

H
Arrexoix E
Distribution of English in India and other Asiatic
Countries during 1668-81.
SURAT. COAST & BAY.  OUTSIDE INDIA.

Money,  Total.  Money.  Total . Total.

Years, I.nﬂgﬂ In £1000 h% I £1000) m In £1000

TR A A )
403 053

167581 461} 20 1332 um-t 180 261 o

ez w71 so0 3462 oTp 760}

Percentage proportion of the share of each centre in
oy 4, 129,
» GOoods B2j%: o 12
Total Exparts n&,’" ﬁé 129,

Note—The exports of the year 1672 are altogether excluded ;

' Irnmthilml,u'themheuttuthu.umminthugmnm ‘--,l

not given separately. Moreover, the separate returns for Bantam 1\

in the years 1671, 1676, and 1677 are not complote, hence the

mpm of money and goods given in this section differ from 0
given in Appendix A of this chapter. i
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Arrexpix F

The Number of Ships and their Tonnage chartered by the Company
which were annually sent to the various centres in the Indies.

SURAT, BAY & COAST. BANTAM.
Year. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage
168283 3 B0 10 6,055 ] 1.485
168354 18 8,650 B 34850 2 0
168485 & 1,380 T 3,370 2 G5l
168584 5 2383 1 3,500 ] 2,230
168687 3 T30 3 1,810 4 1,460
1087 =55 4 1,850 & o045 ] 1,300
168880 2 Bl 2 1,435 — —
1 GED-0a0 2 1.218 - - - -
1690-51 2 o070 1 285 3 1,130
“H 18,801 47 21,010 2 #0605
1695 5 2,800 10 4,003 5 1,340
1680 ] 3070 12 4,500 ] 1450
1700 2 B 4 1,600 ] 2,182
1701 3 750 ] 2,280 15 4,053
1702 i 1,603 2 1.200 11 3,460
1703 3 1,240 3 1175 9 2,780
1704 a 1,020 3 1180 0 2,520
1705 x 550 : 175 3 G846
1706 1 ) 3 1,250 5 1,470
1707 4 1.720 L] 2110 T 2,030
a6 13,303 1] 20,223 5 22,170
ArrExpix G
Total Stock sent fo the three centres.
China and
Year. Surat. Bay and Coast, other places.
1698 £245,687 £515,272 £54, 153
1640 275,200 467,361 100,881
1700 110,337 484,530 4, (40
170 - 13,47 346,711 248,400
1702 146,488 fULIEL L] 04,68
1700 182,455 177,030
1704 3,506 138,400 115,672
1706 47,364 136,540 47.373
171k 8,119 220,488
1707 115,769 J06,200 106,054
£1,174,180 £3.007 030 £]1.6887,102
Per cent Ratio 20 3 52 i 24

I__'t



CHAPTER VI

AFPENDIX A
Ovders for the Provision of Cloth.
Fort, Bay. Surat.
Thous. Thous. Thous.
Year, pleces, pivoes.  pieces, Reference,
1658 8il 8 88 L BkILpp2 14,10 18 %4
TBG0-30 12 18 — LBk ILp 197
10400 Bept.  — 17 72 L Bk II, pp. 335, 33040
badil {1 15 135 L. Bk II1, pp. 67, 84
162 = — 90 L Bk IILp 6l
1603 130 17 46 L Bk 111, pp. 208-04, 356
1664 — — 66 L Bk, p.4%4
1660 E - 208 L. Bk IV, p 323
170 — 390 L BRIV, pi3
1671 - — 0 L BkIV,p 512
1072 155" 148 L Bk V, pp 23-24, 39, 67
1473 205 66 24 L Bk V, pp. 9486, 100-1, 104-5
107475 253 72§ 284 L. Bk ¥, pp 148,154, 175, 208
187576 304 21 L. Bk V, pp. 218-21, 237-39, 260
1676-77 34 07 340 L Bk V, pp. 418, 44545, 480, 403
1677-78 186 104 53 L Bk V, pp. 507-0, 538
1678-79 452 123} 34 L Bk VI, pp. 24-26, 36, 60, 100-3
16T0-80 616 o —* L Bk VI, pp. 126-27, 244
l080-81  d12 207 408 L. Bk. VI, pp. 26468, 404
1841 M5 220 636 L. Bk VL pp 411, 466
a2 1342 667 1438* L Bk VII, pp. 20-21, 30-31
1853 1236 718 G668 L. Bk VII, pp. 227, 240-51, 35758
168455 515* 285 L Bl VI, p. 474
168687 151 175 176 L. Bk VIIIL, p. 248
1687 -85 203 282 257 L. Bk VIIL, pp. 4002, 431-37
lioss L T 618* L. Bk, VIII, pp. 567-50, S68-70
1663 454 418 306 L. Bk IX, pp. 312-14,320-23
{1 dB6 45 560 L Bk IX, pp. 405-8, 416-18

! These quantities were found too great, hence they were reduced to
179, 96 wnd 254 respectively (Letter Bk., V, pp. 307, §10-11).

* 104,000 more pieces ordered both from Coast and Bay have been
nidded to the Coast order.
qur-uahm‘mmmmmm
27 of new kinds of stuffs were also ondered from the Hay.

L0 yards of sall-cloth more ordersd from the Coast.
,(00 shifts of sail-cloth more ordered from the Coast.
parate orders for Bay and Coast goods are not available.

301
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Arrexpix B
- Imports of Tea.
Year. -
164 2 1ba. 2 oza.  Sold at £4 5a.

1066 227 Ibe Sold at G0s. per Ib,
1089 143 The. B ous.
1670 70 Tha. @ 0w
1471 24 Hba, 10 crzm. =
167T3-74 G656 Iba 10 ozm,  Bomght by the Company from some English

N
1875-77 o impaorts.
1678 4,717 Iha =
T g
i B

e L] &H{m
I e BT
1653-84  None. - por I .
i% 12,070 Iha, from Madris and Surat.
1087 4,906 ., .. Surat. 4
1688 L6066 ., . i
‘m L1l e mmmm
1600 41471 ., ..
1801 13750 ., trado.
}g I.Iygﬁ W -mmmtnlhnpummm
T R~ - 5 .
1605 132 ..
1 ik o,

and Holland.

- A -
T T BRI RT3

} Sold at 118, 114, per 1b. on the average.

{Compiled from Milburn's Oriental Commerre, Vol. 11, pp. 531-34)
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ArpExDIiX
Quantities of Indigo ordered from India.
Agra Tndigo, Sarkhej Flat. Sarkhej Round.
M) bedisa, GOy bales, 100 bales,
00 200 or 300 both,
Noae if not at Nowne if not st
I8d, per Ib. Ol peior 1h. -

None,
300 bales nt Re.1 Imhll-;.-ﬂlmh.

400 bales at eur. m“um
Ik
M or S0 balos at J&hdm.

2 mah. price, ALY
UK} bales at cur, A bales nt T mak,
priee. [
1,200 bales at 2 makh, \ ks
400 bales at cur. 150 bales at cur, ]
Lil N ,
l!.nﬁ-h-.t!m-h. bales at 1 mah,
000 babes nt cur, 150 bales,
Bﬂ[;“hhul.“mh.
400 bales at cur, 100 bales if under
. 1 mah.
mh.hnl}mh.
bales at 1] mah,
b 100 bales, ]
4141 bales at cur. 100 bales at Ok, per I, -
2{K) bales at 2 mah.
g, i .
4000, mt 18-24d. 120 bales at Bd. per1h,
200, if dearer.
80O ,, at18-24d. 150 bales ai .
none i dearer,
600 ,, atarmup.
400 . if dearer.
B0 . mt 18d, 130 bales at td. or
‘olie none.
L]
400

Ibs.  at 184, 260 bales,

B00 bales, 240 bales, £
800, 0 ..
00 ) I
) barrels. 140 barrels, the whols
lot being equal to
lﬂi-hlmm-
1,000 300 barrels.

LY

Iﬂmﬂdﬁmﬁ-hﬂuﬂmh.;l
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Arrexpix D
Cargo of the * Martha ' from Fort St. George, and of the ** Anna ™
from the Bay of Bengal, arvived the 30th of August, 1699,
Piocos, Pieoes,
Ailnsses . . . . %28 | Mobut bannies . Bl
Adittaes . . . 3 4 | Mullmulls i a2,080
Allibannies . . . &0 o fowered 181
Allajans . ; ' HKW | Weckeloths . - -
Bettellees . 12,3400 o flowersd wingle 2,800
" ltﬂ]ld s !.]w Pl“l-mpﬂl‘l!- . & . o
Chints . . - 6,780 | Percallacs Book . - 104
Cossaes . . 6,140 | Pegue . ' . &N
Callowny poose . . . taes '
Chocklaes - . 1,072 | Romalls . ; 3 . 1,685
Chuckreacs 1,600 | Sail-cloth ; 1,155
Dimities . . 130 | Salismpores . 18,000
Doreas . #7048 e blew . . 1360
Elntches . . 78 h Lirawn 4,620
Ginghams i - G300 | Bal oes . . 200
" coloured . " 567 bien . ; 100
Gurrahs . 4 . 4977 | Sacerguntes . o
Goacon Cherulaes . 200 | Sallbafts . 3 . Ll
Jamwars . - 110 | Seersuckers . d o Lool
Jamdhunies . . . 136 | Shirta . . . . 223%0
Tazarces . 120 | Boofeys . . . 3108
Longelath - : 15,840 | Taffaties . . B4
w  blew. 2,610 - ped T
w brown . . 1100 | Tanjesbs . e e Bk
Lungess . i 418 o ered . ~ L]
Moorees . ° . . 2400 ' Tepoyw L 446
I, Ths.
Cakelack . - ; . 1,500 | Red wood. . . . 121,000
Cotton yarn . .« 18900 | Raw silk . - ; . D400
Floretta ynrn v« 9000 | Saltpetre . : G, D0
Opium ~. . o . 2,500 | Shellack . . .. 3300
Pepper . 254,000 | Hticklack . - : &, 00

of April, 1700,
Atlas Colgies . 102 | Mamoodies . . - h
Bafta, brond . . 2887 | Nicoannees . . RN
» DAMTOW - + 1,488 | Pallunpores . - L AT
w broadblue . . 200 | Quilta . . . 3,410
OMbata sl sy 1S40 | Quiltings . .9 A
Cuttanees S L Te13 | Sovagumseen . S . MO
Deribands, lnrge . . ;,m o] Blow . - ;ﬁ
Cobasate . . o W00 | el . . o M0

[.li. H;llll.ul:. Sloane MB., 2002, pp. 145, 147.)
Cargo of the " Russel " Frigate, from Bombay, arrived the 15¢h
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Alors &mtrim

Coffes
Cotton :l-m
Olibanum .

July, 1700,
Pieces,
Damnsks . 0 | Piotures on paper
w  with gold Howers . 10 | Fann . 5
Giolongs, wlut.n and ltrlpml 430 | Firefans , .
l’nlmp. ankeen 7 | Bereens, pair .
w  with G.F, 8 | Beriptores g
_Bu.tﬁm .« 284 | Largetables
. with gold Hnm . 63 | Tes tables
Velveta ® 118 | Lacker'd chests
Pl.mhnpnnpnlur@ ' 115 | Lacker'd wares of
= gauze « 12200 BOTtE . F
Iba,
Borax . - - 106 | Quickailver
Cambogium | : ‘&m Roaw silk . F
ﬂrmmm“ I 3a8 toa, .
ginger . ., . tea.
Popper . ‘ . lll.l}'m
Thinn « 148,748 5
Jambwe canes M i r Hulkhmd,mnu z

APPENDIX D

lba, |
- . 300 | E‘ ¥
3,300 .
+ 45,500 s«uﬁ:t:':

(K. "I-I!umum.. Sloane MS., 2,003, p- 145.)
Cargo of the Surat-Gally arrived

(1. Museam, Sloane MS., 2002, p. 140,)

?..

*

LI

1ba.
« 101,000

Srom China the 20th of

$Eep., Egg i

E

shider

g8
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CHAPTER VII

ArrENDix A
Values fized at various peri Earlhe rposes of Cusloms as
given in the Rates, .
Articles, 1500, 1660, 16007, 1714 & 1767,
Callicoes, fine or conrse . ¥ . 1o 10, 10a. 10s.
w mhhkh

i ofdxjells . . . £210a &I 10s, 10w
Soiie LA B
Dubiios, W gooce - Lol €l T "
Aloea Seotrina, per [b i . D, Same thronghout.
Benjamin Tren T £

ey e 21 10a 21 10k
T, Same throaghout.

Q . s = 10a " "
Pepper . - 3 . . 3edd Sa4d. Ia B Is Bd.
Macea " - F: ‘ . £l Hamno throughout. :
-Em I » - . - B e "
Binamon ., S, "
Sugar, St. Thomdé, ewt. of 1121ba. .

£2

0 £7 s, 8. Same throughout
g 5 2 3
57 £ 10 .
6o 8. 3 4d .
3n,

PSS
(2] [ rom ilﬁﬂl'll-
Indigo, W.Lm.rh L W=
Turkey, W.L, or rich .

v dust ¥ i : dd. 1 Bd -

T 333

Is.

.
.
.

fa. Bd. Same thmugumt.

Quilts of callico, the peece . £3 " "
Rioe, per 112 1ha, . . . « ElGa8d. "
Saffron, perlb. . o 3 «  £F 1w " o
Bilk ferret or mnﬂl - e i | " ¥
o Ohina raw, 24 ozs. . . . €112 41 €1  Samethroughout.
o Mores P . + s Same throaghout. .
1 m e " o — 1k, Hame
w Wi, EL, perib. in Eng, bottoms | different 104, 15e
1] - ¥ For. " 'Ill'hﬂ- £1 £1 -
Wonlmttnnulliu.phuuﬂm;.—. Free.  Free.  Free
" e not of i W ]~ — * ol Same
Yarn cotton, per lh g = S [ 8 Sume throughout.

Note—The spelling used in the Book of Rates of 1590 has
been used here.
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Cuar. VII| APPENDIX B 307
These values have been compiled from the following Books of
Rates :—

Book of Rates, 1590, British Museum Lib,
T w1664, Board of Customs Lib,

o w1697 i '

& w, 1714 E "

" L3 I ?’ﬂT 13 L1l
Arrexmix B

Annual Returns of Imports eom iled from the Mawwscript Volumes
aof Imports um{E:rparfa" in rﬁ Public Record Office, fmduﬂ

per, Cuoffes, Waoal, Baltpetre,
Year, l"-n; T, s, cwia,
llllml.l 088 825 ﬁ alLdld 9,671
1gn 19,673,033 244 HERLRT 1,034
17041 2,080,067 144, 09,399 16,0048
1701 2709 L4l RES R 74,517 A,374
1702 1,253,600 200,301 — 4,290
1703 413,047 1431, 10k4 _— 4541
:% Eﬁ;;q.m #16,038 EIIIE“ 11,887
isai Misaing, ng. Missing,
1704 l.mu.ggn 3,451 21,256 24,033
1707 1,538,766 anl12 4,302 26,5565
1704 {182, Heb) 298,014 3,052 15,508
1704 2,009,009 4 20,858 7,748
1710 377,023 B, (B0 272 8,535
ll‘.rl 1 1,717,512 ;mi;al }d 17417 ﬁi.:n
it Missing, Insing. imsing, issing,
1iia MI,;“W B22,008 — 15,828
1714 2,167,740 1,404, 0128 38,860 14,52
1716 1,24] 042 513,70 24,004 0,177
1710 L, 04,440 335,718 160,041 8,025
1717 1,362,401 317,088 2, 460 8,043
1718 2 787,042 1.124,207 120,933 15,155
1718 250 416 1,017,545 — 4003
1720 4563205 573,004 115,442 15,018
1721 RGG, 404 TRE2AS 22,804 13,420
1722 106G, 314 1,001,083 80,100 4,733
1723 D17,165 1,005,007 2224 7401
1724 1302050 2,037,068 0, 50 16,204
1725 854,002 1675010 o 0,000
1720 2, 140,080 05,125 14,257 3400
1787 1,441,280 1,261,353 s 24,550
1725 Missing, . Minsing, M
1720 054,505 - 830,248 54,433 8.1 s
1750 i), 632 1,000, 00 44,242 8642
I 1,760,045 74014 41,110 122
1732 1,304 488 100,000 41,620 174568




APPENDIX C

l"atlpl:r. Caffre.
Iba. b
1,265 803 1,017,673
3,930,701 1,184,726
2,175,182 1,082 440
A 144,620 1,001,200
[RA R 10003, 05
3,1 52050 1,010,135
1,712 1, 10K, 048
2 571,381 1,300,607
4, 500,001 575,370
2,083 477
8,181,960 20,554
42004, 820 1.040,947
2,770,390 40,562
22572168 1,063,602
1,070,084 BA1.BT2
3,503,437 1,017,242
1,536,753 1,104,628
2.930,%25 L1
&840, 348 0,881
47,540 1,180, 844
2.422.231 1,187,380
BAA8 R 2,152 048
334,078 14
1,040,432
4,008,034 071 A0
3,133, 834 186
Arrespix C
Calicoes White.
247,214
RS04
051,100
826,101
320,272
674,068
0 312
B4
521,371
450,202
anl, 162
), 02
Nt
1,048,004
R0, 053
020,228
O78,062
1,220,334




Cuar. VIIJ APPENDIX ¢ J09

Yoar. Ualicows White. Yoar, Calicoes White,
1740 L5 178 1, 1,00
1741 1,158 260 1762 3N, 772
1742 1,372,402 1753 TOA, 745
1743 L 17 fni0, 30
1145 298,030 70 sty
n (] 4 SR 1
1746 BT, 204 1757 s B -
1747 A&7,010 1758 224,003
1748 B2 610 1760 TAna31 1
1740 1,071,524 1700 DS, 00
1750 I8 115
4
Wrought Silk, Btained
Year, Farnggnl, Caliewes, Huueya .’
Iios 57,260 — _— |
1609 24045 _— — -
1700 116,455 —_ =
1701 115,604 -— —
1702 10,518 —_— -l
1700 21,745 -— —_
1504 73,033 —_— —
1706 — — —
1704 30,340 —_ —_
1707 1,220 == -
1708 2,330 _— —_
1700 5A - -
T - :
1712 Not available. - —
1713 34,054 24  [TRTE
1714 AT 42 220 17,439
1715 30,623 81,735 1y
1716 2318 28,813 4717
1717 4,504 R R 1464
1718 TR,B41 40,242 215
1710 27470 19,502 7,950
1720 23,044 l47.022 47
1721 3,401 125 10,454
1722 18,430 1 4,301
1723 BA,720 100,754 b0
1724 50324 149 488 3,653
o e e ;
1
1737 70,002 240,510 28317 .-I
1728 Not available, — —
1728 61,421 141,173 17 00
1730 1,071 LR ) A28 Py
1731 a2 300 140,907 8,000 ]
1732 127,078 212,035 I
:m 124,484 :u.m aan
™ A 36, DR |
1788 119,858 238072 L0451 I
1738 54, 1y 232001 19,740
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Wronght Silk, Stained
Yonr. Bengal. Calicoes. Boosayn.
. 1748 7,250 154,851 10,541
: 1730 73,858 215,300 15,2
' 1740 45,437 151,685 12,500
" 1741 51,501 378,785 12,632
L 1742 2,612 324,422 151,001
17458 42 807 HHTRE 11,772
174 40,536 307,064 18,558
1745 08,524 313,650 10219
1746 14,204 206,330 9,112
1747 R - - 134,151 15,4581
1748 02 201,051 17,048
1740 51T 240,147 bl 282
1750 17,501 203,013 5,411
1751 25,080 178,604 14,310
1752 47,166 177,182 12,308
1753 47,640 176,445 [t
1754 71,5 212 085 447
1755 54,974 194,008 1,338
17566 27,002 73,008 403
1757 28,362 237471 2186
1768 5,114 11,376 —
1758 80,405 205,023 4,932
1780 81,108 212,010 405
Arrexpix D :
Raw Silk, Bengnl China Sill.
Yeoar. Iha, Toa.
| 1698 36,534 —
e 1690 16,031 -—
1700 85,242 —
_ 1701 40217 -
- 1702 33,160 -
1702 330,755 =
1 1704 o BRT —
1706 Not available, =
1706 67,507 -
1707 18,761 ==
L 1708 54,021 840
at 1700 57768 -
1710 26,332 ==
- 1711 40,672 1
. b wLE —
1713 13,4008 3,002
1714 31.238 0,404
17156 40,307 14,030
1718 56,114 7006
177 07,370 -
1718 169,202 23,700
1719 §I.918 o
1720 50,804 512

1721 20,084 =




APPENDIX D
Raw H-l.[lbl:, Bengnl,

16,062
BR, 134
131401
114,141
01,017
L4, 019
Mot availahle.
B2 821
127,361
THB01

« 31

SIS

:

£188s

e R,
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Arrexmx E

Cotton Yarn,  Dianmonde, Dimity, Goinea Stuffs,
Year. Ibs. £ Yards. Pieces,

1600 204,378

1700 165,453 02,104 — =
1701 146,987 30,456 - —
1702 7,537 29414 12,663 T
1703 62,267 1,080 76,120 —
}% ;luu,m 12,287 20,074 —
Missing. =
1706 4, a.xmg 4,538 -
1707 200,042 a7 3,670 —
1708 44,840 6,774 i —
1700 = 42 B2 =
1710 = — 134 ==
:;} ; 102,134 B0 a8 —
1713 48,8756 36,216 153 41,027
1714 148,051 4,410 176 0,091
1716 a0 = a7 —
1716 A 40,833 108 2 880
1717 o < 408 £
1718 8,455 81,734 T2 —
1718 21,741 1,004 12 =
1720 23 047 a0 450 10,5038
1721 47447 4,000 2,144 4,881
1722 11,237 2,500 1,301 79,113
1723 27,725 24,000 11,510 30,1565
1724 32,455 30,000 #8817 80,702
1725 42,500 8,075 82,005
1726 48,706 61,500 0,001 104,245
1727 26,352 40,500 7.716 7,167
1728 M Mi=sing. Missing.
1720 18,436 3,711 B
1730 31,614 58,5040 15,500 —
1731 21,023 27,500 14,008 -
1732 45,503 3,500 34,700 -
1733 69,052  Notavallable. 10,047 9,750
T S .
- 15,070
1738 - 7040 1,100
1737 2047 = 13,504 10,050
1738 3,443 = 20,274 4,450
1730 8,256 o 40 23,770
1740 — -_ 47,301 Not available.
1741 22,338 e 41,877 —
1742 19,224 - 61,165 -
1743 20,727 - 30,040 -
1744 20,244 = 38,470 —
1745 4,081 — 28 245 =
1748 1,687 —= 19,115 -
1747 — i e
1748 360 — 23,131 2=




Cuar. VII] APPENDIX F 413

Cotton Yarn, Diamonds. Dimity.  Guines Stuffs.
Year. Ibs, £ ¥ s, Piecen.
1740 000346 - 16,740 -
175l 6,819 — 1,907 —
1751 6,218 - B, GG —
1762 71 -- 10,038 —
1753 3,727 == P840 =
1764 41,210 — 21,451 =
1765 30,087 — 21,740 —
17608 101 — 27 —
1757 18,006 - 16,758 e
1758 1.007 == & -
1759 17,427 — 26,707 -_
17060 873 -_— 30,360 -

Note—Dhimity, both white and painted eloths, imported into
England are included in the returns under Dimity,

Diamonds.—There aro no returns for diamonds after 1732, It
would appear that the import was altogether stopped through the
direct channel. Probably they came through the Dutch and
French. The import of garnet stones becomes prominent instead,
There are no returns for Guinea stuffs after 1739, showing that
none were imported into the country, It appears that their place
was to some extent taken by Bombay stuffs.

Arresvix F

Yoar, Ginghams, Lungees, Nillas, Pallampores.
lags 2258 7474 18,204 fat &)
1660 1,280 6 — —
1700 T.000 418 10,004 11,322
1701 15,380 —_ 17,341 23,508
1702 ¥) - sl 563
17038 4,085 6,120 11,354 055
1704 1,489 2440 3607 408
1705 Notavallable. Not available, Notavailable. Not available.
17046 483 327 1,200 10,500
170% 74 1] 1] 18
1708 2502 —_ 4,055 —
1700 Gk 4,020 4,402 3
1710 — L L] — —
:T]I HI.B\‘H n:.-l;ﬂ H-;«..liﬁ 1,897
712 insing. "3 ng. Han
1713 11,0460 15,624 28073 215
1714 2,621 2085 7378 244
1715 = — — -
1718 ] —_— aln i
1717 — —_ — —
1718 z — 2508 H
1710 & 161 2,230 4,026 12
1720 0,433 0,554 10,524 2;:

1721 8,616 7,785 12470
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Yoar. (Ginghams,  Lungees. Nillas,
1722 2012 6,545 2,037
1723 2,104 4 7,680
1734 2 — T.720
1725 1,322 8 2346
1726 4,356 1,726 7,811
1787 10,101 2418 16,840
1728 5 — o
1720 i, 120 10,354
1730 B,460 — 12,137
1731 4,085 — 4,403
1732 2,000 - 4,644
1733 1,066 — 13,109
1TH B2 — 521
1735 7,601 1,001 7.573
1730 2,000 1.203 5,011
1737 2,551 401 7007
1738 2,810 300 0445
1730 2,606 1,065° 11,827
1740 1,314 601 7807
1741 2 888 — 13,670
1742 2321 (EL1] 13,833
1743 1,704 == 11.276
1744 1,518 -— 6,134
1745 1,005 == 5,708
1744 085 — + 0,086
1747 230 — 2423
1748 70 - 8,000
1749 1,833 - 14,717
1760 240 -

1751 43 3 3,148
1762 a8 -_— 2,680
1753 B — 2,540
1754 88 145 2,105
1765 34 585 1,784
1760 — — —_
1767 i 427 445
1768 —_— —_
1758 170 447 811
1760 1,550 4 3,562

ArpesDIx G
Year. Penniascoes,  Shalbaltas, Talfetas.
< 1s 8,187 1,333 3,480
{itt] — 2,605 554

1700 1,666 TAB2 B
1701 4,030 3,376 1,090
v me 2 e

- : 4

1704 — — 1

1705 = = =




Citar. VII]
Yoar.
1707
1708
1700

Penniascoes,

—_
-

ag'slagel ..

APPENDIX G
Shalbaftas, Taffotas, Indigo.
4 — 200,552
- —_ 146,958
7 1,231 —
— e 43,180
- 710 254,810
i, 7563 2814 63,837
1,802 1,205 81,067
— — b L
- =30 =
- 1.7 =
2,667 i3580 —
1,010 16,075 —_
278 2455 —
— 4 x
—_ 118 21,200
154 1 2,158
Tag 2,157 ToG
1,704 2,802 31,415
073 1,043 1,
345 —_ —
163 T =
= 5l =
133 2 —_
=" 1 =
1167 0 ]
1,432 — =
10650 2 47
e 1 -_
(1] e -
1,000 1[0 4,067
821 — 2,001
— 17 2,041
—_— o0 —_
e 3 B
= - 73
— o4 —
- 1 L
b a3 -
e 1 154
i — E2] 1, 003
320 a5 —
—— 420 —t
260 371 11
e B U 11,66
aay —_ 47

415

| _ ST gl

e

f'

J:ki

T
Ry
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Arpexoix H
- Per eont Prices of the East India Stock.
i Year. Yoar.
1641 B0 B4 LiEK 146 ™)
] 10 = i 07—
: 1645 #0- 70 1606 03— 50
h,_ 1665 130 W6 ° 67-38
Lk 108-130 1607 05— 47
. 1670 il 1608 75- 334
A 1072 T 1o 59— 41
s 1677 245 1700 142- N\
1650 0245 1701 18- 7
p 1651 SA5-400 1702 120-
1682 160-200 m‘ﬁﬂmﬂﬂ} 1708 134106}
1583 170-1224 1704 130)-117
1084 210 1706 128}
1085 GO0-360 1706 128§ 87
1000 20 1707 115§-1
laal 200168 1708 1
] 162 1565131 1708 105 -1
1 Prices of the Stock of the New Company.
Lo BOR-1 1705 258|234
- & 1700 154 .:33" 1706 2
1701 140}-100 1707 a7
k. 1702 101 1708
— 1708 219 -161 1704 114 =112
- 1704 200 -202,
{Seott's Joint-Stock nies, Vol I, p% 177, 170, 184,)
{ Roger's History of and Pricesin England, Vol V1, pp. 721-25.)
e
wi g




CHAPTER VIN

ArPEFmIX A
Decennial Totals of the Exports of Bullion to

Years, Bombay., Madrus, Bengal.
1708-17 L052.978 £1,016,614 £772,520
A R
173847 447400 2, 16660, M3 1,702,008
1748-07 1,075,161 2,541 408 1,835, 20

£3,448 300 £0,714,310 £05,700,053

Decennial Totals of the Ezports of Merchandise to

Years, Bombay. Madraa. Bengal,
1708-17 £330,657 £310,681 £1060,610
171827 2,357 03,670 227,103
172827 404,052 IM4,125 GLLB47
173847 566,612 Jda, 183 43 ATE
1748-57 0000, 045 581,652 526,825

£2,504,720 £1,855,501 £2,368,432

Total Bullion and Merchandise Exported to

Years. Bombay. Madras, Bengal.
1708-17 £UR,035 £1,030,275 £032,130
1718-97 1,190,064 1,565,208 1,558,602
1728-37 875,053 2,160,010 1,674,704
173847 Lo13.111 24005, 249 2,340,386
1748-57 1,675,200 3,123,150 2,662,354

£, 043,002 £11, 560,001 £0,074.405

(Based on Parliumentary Paper No. 152 of 1813.)
n7



318 APPENDIX [Cmar, VIII

Arrexpix B

Amount of the Principal Articles of Co’s Export in the under-
mentioned periods, wiz, :

Year.
Perioda
from Woollens,  Tead,  Copper.  Tron. Tin Stares.
i 1708-20  £0GA574  £74,300 —  EGRO7T ERZM06  £L02507
- 1721-30 L R 71,651 - 54,000 3,508 143,341
- - 1731 -40 RO 024 125455 173,513 a6 632 — 220,648
IT41-50 11002001 (33,261 242305 T3hd0 —_ 108,287
1 P 1761-60 1708749 127810 To0873 62,523 — 425477
.. - 5,426,862 E532.002 £1,166,78] £300,052 £0402 £1,102,100
- Years.
Periods Foreign Total
E . from Goods.  Charges.  Merchandise, Bullion. Total.
r"‘ 170620 23,350 £35.168  £1.355 815 £5,50 0,107 106,475,722
Ev 1721-30 48,245 3 Rl LOG56.222 6,274,742 i, 320, 054
173140 0,273 i 1,534,021 4,822 018 350,02 T
e 1741-50 124065 40540 0102656 G,257104 8207450
< 1751-00 100,740  SLAETE 3300303 5061028 8.001,301
- BAI4,T24 £210,671 £9,25RG8R  £97,531,8K0 700,651
e { Based on Paper No. 162 of 1812-13, and Maogregors

Statisties, Vol IV, p. 410.)

I Arpexmx €
The Returns relating to the French Company.
Veasels Prix d'achat Prix o vents
Yoars, returned. nox Inies, o1 Franoe.
1735-30 2] 86,274,068 Tivres. 162,816,767 livres.
173740 156 04,860,021 170,731,338
1747-00 108 81.606,103 |5, 050, 008,
175766 5 30,000,087 ., 64, 887000 .,
1767-11 s 41,740 240 | TLETDEEG
- Total 585 344,032,315 135,903,530
Vessels  Yearlyav,of  Valbuo of merchandise
Years sent out.  such vessela, sent to Indin
172536 258 2l 24,310,700 livres
173748 20 20 25010348
1747-50 180 1% 41,801 214
176766 i " 23507246,
: 1787-71 T 1360000y,
Total 762 131,631,293 .

{Hased on Abbé Raymal's (hart, 1V, No. 2 Atlas)
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Arresmix D

An Annual Statement af

Prives or Ixnuy, Srook, Baxg Srock.
Year. Lowest, Highest, Lowest. Higheat
1731 174 [T 144 148
1732 154 178 147 162
1733 L 163 145 151
1734 136 149 132 140 :
1735 145 1t 138 146 -
1 160 178 148 161
1737 174 181 142 151
1738 121 176 140 145
1730 121 160 134 144
1740 104 164 138 144
1741 155 164 135 143
1742 157 178 130 143 #
1743 1848 195 146 148 ar3
1744 168 [T 142 148
1745 163 187 2y = 147
1748 154 184 124 136
1747 151 177 119 124
1748 156 184 118 120
1740 174 1461 127 140
1750 184 185 11 136
1761 - 184 105 135 143
1752 187 10 141 148
1753 191 191 135 144
1754 182 192 129 135
1755 148 150 120 e
1766 133 145 115 121
1767 133 142 113 120
1758 132 148 117 192
1769 123 141 110 117
1700 134 142 100 14
’ Arrennix E
. |
Decennial Abstract of Imports (in thousand pieces), Y
Years, Calicoss.  Stained calicoes.  Soomeyn. y
16971700 9,158 — 30 .
1701-10 5,183 - 53 0
1711-20 9,657 415 60 "
1721-30 0,267 1.273 63 ,
173140 0,802 :im 166 !
= i
1741-50 0,334 1785 poss '.
1751-60 .13 1,082 37 =



-
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‘APPENDIX E

Yenrs. Wrought silke.  Bengal raw sill.
18971700 109 152
1701-10 274 076
171120 240 A5
1721-30 520 H#06.
173140 os 1,506
1741-80 a73 A4l
176160 a1 438

Years, Caotton yarm.

16071700 309

1701-10 855

17120 i1

1721-30 204 .

173140 a0

1741-50 104

178100 141

[Crar, VIII
Chincag urtil’k.




CHAPTER IX
APPENDIX A

Shipping Freights from 1626 to 1760,

4 £50 por ton for indigo, Brought on the Ca’s lor private
BRRR 5 0 e voa fos puﬁ:r. } account.. (C. B, 0, p. 314.) e
gﬁp?murﬂ.«uhﬂimm Ehl,':nlum
1627 gg " " pepper and nﬂ:uvwd- i) E";'f"d"
" . Ringer and o BT
2a B, par pioce of calico, MAS)
m;;utmuﬂ?ui by the Co. for freight, but no tenders, (& Bl
0, p. 424,
120 £40 chargod b thn['a.tumurmtmulml’-nlmmngu
1 (TH Il:l;u. vix. the Discovery and the Beformation, bound
to Burat and Porwia. (0. Minutes, April 13, 1629,
lm{iﬂeﬁqﬂﬁ hythnmtwuwhrﬁmrmm .« Bl 18,
183540  No shipe were freighted.
g {Thu Jﬁn.u offered for £25 per ton, while it cost the Co, £35 per
! t.nnuntlml.rn-n-hip. (C. Bk 17, p 25)
1641 im!rrr.undlllrmlnrpql:pﬂ,
{ £30 for ealicoes, indigo, and other goods. (C. Bk 18, pp. 36, 87.)
1642 £21 for pepper, 15 cwis. net to a ton,
{ﬂl for cloves, 10 ewts. tiet to a ton, (€. Bk 18, p 127.)
1643-45 " No ships freighted by the Co,

1647 EI7-£18 for Bantam. ((% Bk 20, p- 412
1ids 5 £235 for Surat and £20 for Bantam. ({1, Bk. 22 P 43.)

1650 :Elgwiﬂﬂ for l'lr:.;lau. (. mr.“!:. PI- ﬂﬂ,.lll]‘%ill NP
) £17 Tor grud | and tre, an or fine

lasl Surat : ﬂl‘ﬁfﬂtﬂmludm fine goods to the Coromandel
d (C. Bk. 23, p. 75)

: £17and £18 1 T and fine respectively to Bantam,
I3 £2% pnd £95 urgr: fma. st Sarat.

; £25and €25 i i - the Coromandel.
-:ﬁ:” £25 and £28 for grafl and fine goods. (t'. Bk. 23, pp. 345-8.)

1ina £17 and £21 for the Coast an well ns Hantam,
Ko ships sent.
{ﬂlm £22 respectively for grafl and fine goods to the Coast and

Jdnmbee, (L Bk, 94, pp- 41, 188, 223,)
£18 anil £22 respectively for Burat, (2, Bk. 24, pp. 37, 56, 220
£17 and £21 reapectively for Bantam. (. Ble. 24, pp. 25, 56, ete,

121
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Lhid £21 and £25 for Bantam.
Lang £91 10%. and £25 10s. for Bantam. (O, Bk, 24, p. 837.)

{ One mouth's more poy to ship's company on Sarat ships. (p. 028.)
1o (1)

100665 the Fadies. The ships were to serve in trade and war, (C, Bk,

e, p. 36.)
160070 " Not immi
1650 {ﬂﬂ and £20 for Surat, Bantam, and Amoy; £17 and £20 for

Baptam aod Amoy, (. Bk. 32, p. 8)
16sl £17 for Siam. (. Bk. 32, p. 144.)
£17 and £20 for the Const and Bay.
€12 and €14 for Bantam on square-sterned ships, English-built.
1652 £10 and £12 for Bantam on round-sterned ships, English-built.
Thesy rates ware fixed for the future.
£18 and £2] for Bengnl. (Marine Mise. 1, doc. L)
£16 and £19 to Surat Chins. (U, Bk, 33, p. 40.)
losa £17 and £10 to the Bay. (C. Bk 33, p (115
£17 and £20 to Surat. (. Bk. 33, p. 38.)
134 £17 and £20 fixed for the futare for Surat ships. (C. Bk. 33, p 61.)
[ £18 and £21 to Priaman. (C. Bk. 33, p. 120.)
1686-57 No information.
{EIB and £31 to Surat before the outbreak of the European War.

{I.I'J and £22 respectively for gril and fine goods to all parts of

(C. Bl 35, p. 2200)

168000 £97 and £30 to Surat, and £30 to the pepper settlements. (C. Bk.
: ll.%ﬂﬂ,ﬂi.j

1o E96 amd o Sumt. (0. Bk 30, p. G8)

Ep. 16d, 1)
1004 mllrliulr;hiﬁmmdmﬂgmmmm (. Bk 36, pp
10605-00  £40 for both fine and graff goods. (€. Bk. 37, p. 139
1097, Feb. £36 for both fine and grofl goods, (C. Bk. 37, p. 148.)
. Oct, £24 and £21 for fine and grafl goods respectively. (0. Bk a7,

P 203}
.. Dec, €20 and £1% for fine and grofl goods respectively. (C. Bl 37,

p216.)
£17 amd £20 for grufi and fine goods to all places in the East.
L (C. Pk. 47, p. 309,)
£17 andd £20 for China, Coast, and Bay. (C. Bk, 37, p. 348)
1609-17004 €15 and £21 for China, Coast, and Bay. (C. Bk. 37, pp. 35,41

42, 00.)
1701 €15 for Bencoolen. (C. Bk, 38, pp. 41, 42, 04.)

BOMBAY & BURAT. COAST & BAY.
Year. Grafl. Fine. Crufl. Fine,
1702 £130 £ £330 £30
1703 a3 a0 b= ] a6 & 300
174 X310 a610 3a/10 an/ln
1705 an 34 a h i
170 — — 30 a3
1707 33 M4 3 k]
1708-11 1 1310 20/10 37

1 For pepper ships, C. Bk, 41, p. 141
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BOMBAY & SURAT. COAST & BAY,
Year, Gruil, Fine. Gruill. Fine,
1712 £24 £27 £24 £20/10
1713 24/56 25 22 27/5
1714-17 3 24 21 26
1718 25 24 n 25
171020 26 23 4 20
1721 24 26710 #2310 29
172230 <24 25 23 27
1738-30 23 b | Fi 20
1740 32-33 33-34 -3l 35-36
1741 33 M 11 a6
1742 32-31 3332 30-29 A5-34
1743 3 a2 2 HH
174447 H a6 a2 an
1748 o5 29 ] 31
1748 a7 28 25 30
1750 26/10 27/10 £4/10 £0/10
1761-52 27 0 24 30
175354 7 30 24 27
1755 28 3l 25 28
1750 #/10 i 3110 34
1767 a3n a0 a3 30
1768 a7 40 34 a7
1760 38 41 a5 38
176002 4 41 37 40
(Wisset's Compendium, Vol. I1.)
; ArpExnix B
A view of the number and aggregate Tonnage of Ships that sailed
to the East Indies from 1601 to 1707,
Yoar, No. Tonnage. | Year. No. Tonnage,
o 1,530 | 1023 3 0050
il 1,740 lo24 1 2,000
3 1,250 1625 7 4,230
' B0 1626 7 3,504
1 260 1627 7 2100
6 2,542 1628 4 1,540
& 2,400 1620 i) 2,000
4 1,653 1630 i 2,000
5 2,360 1631 14 T.020
13 4,063 laa2 1 A0
) 4,360 1633 ] 2,430
& 2060 1634 5 2170
10 5,004 1035 4 2,960
L 2,736 16836 ! 1,300
12 T4 1637 3 1,600
R S
0 4,300 ] 4
3 1,600 1640 & 2,500

b |
o

L

*

N3 tl; !
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Tonnage.

{ane by the Co.

than thoss of the
Co, have been
traced as having
| sailed tothe Enst.
a5 7.035
4 Private
7 2,140
15 415
(1] 2,365
T 2460
1 3215
b 1276
3 516
3 Baiy
14 4,760
10 1170
14 4,700
2 6,055
15 0,070
1 4,130
1% 5,200
14 5,700
16 7170
13 5.A50

Yoear,
167578
167870
LT0--80T
6s0-8] 1
1681 -82
1682-53
1 8E-84
168485
1 6R5-54
1086-87
16R7-8K

| BEE-HG
| GsE-{u

169011

1601-42
1652153
180304
160455
| GEG-06
168607

1697958
VEGE-D0

New Co'n
Privats
| 00— 1 T
New Co.'s
Private
17001
New Co's
1701-2
New Cou
1702-3
170d—4
17045
17050
TM-T
1707-8

[Cuar. 1X

Ko, Tonnage.
13 6,720
-] &, 260
{1 0,420
11 B, 430
P 2,110
110 7,700
24 12,050
14 5, 3040 «
1) 2,783
(11] 4,020
14 5,185
I4 2,240
12 Private
2 1,218
{_] Private
i 2,325
{ 1 Private
T 3,510
& S400
{1} 3,040
# 2,530
10 4810
I3 1,420
15 420
4 Private
13 G0L0
i 2,388
1 =L
12 4,560
11 1750
2 GO0
12 4,770
13 4070
8 2,670
i 4403
17 6,043
15 6,196
15 4,720
0 2,060
1] 4,020
17 B R60

Mill's necount of the Company’s shipping from 1689 to 1697 is

summed up below to show the scanty and inaccurate information

on this important subject - —

105900
166001
Lo
166203
1aga-n4

3 shipa,
small shipping.
no information.
11 ahips.
13 ahips.

1640455
1845-00
100607
LugT-05

ne information.
A whips.
A ahips.
4 shipa.

(Mill's Hisory of India, Vol. 1, p. T4.)

' The tonnage differs in Macgregor's Com: Stat., p. 44




Ciar. IX] APPENDIX © 325
ArrEsmx C
Egquipment of the E.I. Company's Ships.

The under-named ships carried men and guns to the numbers
given apainst their names =—

72-7m Men, Guons, Men. Guna,
President 20 90 Haw D e
il . s P |
Bampeon ol 30 Fleeoa . . 118 38
Cassar . 120 a6 Mert. . P (1 - [
 Ann (1] hE W. i L L]
Bombay S0 % | Am . . . 85 58
Massingbird 03 a6 Faleon . . . & I8
E. I Merchant 88 30 Bociety . . . W o
Unit - T4 28 Nathanisl - . M 2
Antelope a1 30 Presldent . . Mo an
; Eagle . . . 118 38
Im* Ham . 120 a0
Phanix | W 30 | Castle - - log 3
~ EBxpectation . . &6 20 | Johaoos . 106 30
Loncaster . i % Willlamaon . 1o 36
Bork. Castle . . 80 24 |Lanoaster . . 80 38
Eagle . . B0 24 /
:mm - o 04 1700-102 Tons., Men., Cuns.
- Willlamson . 120 30 Bherborme . 260 B0 23
Nathaniel 14 16 Windsor . 200 40 I8
Society . 114 30 | Hester .30 60 2w
Faloon . 76 30 | Darby T T
\ m 120 30 Dartmouth . 440 B8 30
L 104 HL Averilla + 300 il 2
Enrmﬂuhim : 26 | Thistloworth . :ﬁ lﬁ g
o m . t x| . Lamdon .
Comr . « B0 M JaneFrig- . 180 35 1§

! Court Bk, 260, p. 113,
A Court Bl., 25, pp. 167-59, 3

Letter Bk., V, p. 21.

Ree, Office, C. O, 16,

" -
-
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CHAPTER X

ArpExpix A

Tu List of Prohibited Piece-goods of India taken from the MSS,
volume, Customs 17, Vol. XXVIL, in the Public Record Office:—

Alatohes. Dotties, blue, ﬂrm
mﬁ”’ Mﬁu. Peniascoes.
L '-Ll Gaure. Photares.
Atchbannies. Ginghams, Romalls, eotton.
Bandannoes. Handkerchiefs, chintz. il .m._m
d I uts. 1] cotton, I!I:Ipmﬂ,
hn A ,. silk.  Sarries, sill
Chintsz. m Stufls, Grulnos.
Chucklaes. Longees Herba. 7 .
- Cloths, long, blue. Mugga Sarrics, Succotoons, blue,
i - Coopees, %mmm ;._ﬂlﬂd:.
Em l.mb"l. ‘npee
La Cushtaes, Nrganepauts. T
W Damask, Niccanees. mm
| ﬁ'r
. Arrexpix B
e
A sketch of the Duties imposed upon Tea and Coffec.
Years. Tea, Coffes. Act.

E & per cont. {12 Car. 1T, . 4.)
183004 fa. per Th. more in .Hpni.mm {1 W. &M eb)
tiew of the exvise of . 112 e, 1

lag: Ih eent additional, e AW, &M, ‘11
5 t ad- : e " .
. mthl'wm-_rdutr dipﬂznll. Fut & oy
of Gs. por th. wasre-  the former duty
duced to 15, of £5 125, was re- .

duced to £3 fa.
316




17z

1746

Tea.

The duty of Is, per
Iy, continued on tea

imported from the
lnce of its growth :
t  incroased to
2e. Bd. i iy i
from Hollind. 4
& per cent additional. & m cent ad-  New Subsidy.
b peroont additional. & m:rm wd- | & 3 aubmidies,
t . ]
Is per Ih, additional £2 16a per {3 & 4 Anne, oo 1
if imported from = additional. 0 Anne, e, 5%) '
the place of its L
growth ; 2. fld,
b, additional if im-
m]rhﬂ from: Haol-
d.
These doties made :
perpeiual by {7 Aniie, €. 74
hmmmuuﬁ:m Is. por Wb ad- (10 Anne, . 10.)
ocl m illthonsl
L]
lruﬂfll“h d_m-r s,
mﬂ-dud from Hol.
The total gross Totalgrossdoties
dutbes wern 20 pu- wers 20 por cent
eent and 4a. or pet C18 18a
li‘impﬂnmlfmmlhn . and £10 per
of its growth, 100 e, There-
ub 1, rrr M. i fore 400 Iha, or
imported from Hol-  £100 worih had
laml. a net duty of
£55 15e, W, Tor
home consump-
tion and £5 14a
2. for exporta-
tion.
da. per T, ndditional  2x additional duty (10 Geo, T, e 10,
duty convertedinto  converted  into 18 Geo. IT, . 26.)
cxviso  or inland 2% per Db ex-
duty. clse, :
ds. exvise reduced to I G, per h ex- (21 Goo, 11, 6. 1)
Is.and all dutiesre-  cise on planta-
placed by 256 per  tion ooffee.
cent on the price at
the Candle.
& por cont additional 5§ per cent ad- (21 Geo. T, e 14.)
sbaidy. ditional.
(Statutes of the Realm, Vols, V-1X.)

ATPENDIX B

Coffee,

The ewt. duty re-
duoed 1o £2 16,

327

Act.
(h&TW. &M, 2T)

4
B
E

‘..

5t

NT.



328 APPENDIX D [Crae, X

ArrEsmx C

A view of the Duties payable on Pepper.

1660.  The Old Subsidy of 5 per cont on a valuation of Is. Sd. per Ih.

1600.  The Old Impost of 28s. per 112 ths, over and above what is charged
in the Book of Rates, (2 Wm., 0. 4.)

1092 The New Impost of 5 per cent.

17034 The one and two-third Subsidies—& per cont for both.

1712, A now impost of 1s. 6. per 1, for home consumption, the duty
to be paid by the buyers when taken out of the warchouse.

ﬂﬂﬂm:.?.mdlauﬁrm..xv.p.m.:m R0

e gross duty at this time was 2a, . DT pOpper {mpol
directly from tho place of its grow lr:fhut it was 25, dd. per ho
on paapn- brought from places other than those of its immediate
growth,

1721 The duty was reduced to 44d. per . for bome consumption nml

. for exportation.
1747, -'ail:rﬂ'wr]ﬁmmtdutﬁ'n:bﬁufﬂm{iﬂnulﬂi per M. (22 Geou
-
ArrExmx D
Method of ealoulating the Duties charged on Muslins of £100 ealue
at the Candle,
Allowanes for
Acts, Gross duty. prompt payment.
kR BURTE S R
Eﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁh i -, BE00 5 u||
mal Tt 2 +« 2000 7 3
Ol Tm : ! .m0 1 5 [IL""”' thmiﬁ:ﬁ
New Subsidy . . | ped 5 01 Book of Eates
§Babeidy.” . . 1134 1 8| ;
fBubeidy. . . | ‘3@ g 3 4
£7T10 0 g2 7 3 £35 2 @
15 per cont on muslins - EI6 0 O 15 0 E£14 5 0OF
Gross price st the Capdle -, . 1 o 0
Allowance to buyers . . . E0 1D 0
'lﬂ._ﬂ::u“u;mibu;h . i &6 00
uty of 15 per cent chargea )
onthegrompricc . . . . 14 5 0 26 15 0
£3 5 0

! Net duty.
¥ The further net duty at the gros price at the Candle,




Y

Crar. X] APPENDIX E 3%

.ﬂl!lﬂﬂdﬁ".i.ﬂlip:ﬂﬁﬂl.ﬂ\l.::ﬂ35|.!£lﬂ(h.l[d,,ﬂumldulj'ﬂuthn
Value,
All duties except 15 per cont are . . £If 011
The 16 per centis . : 3 . . 14 & 0
The total duties to be paid - . A = - - B |
Therefore £33 Bs. 11, were the dutics piyable by the method
But by the Co.'s mothod only £27 12s, wrmhhpﬁumump—
Net duties . . £36 2 07 according to the Book of Rates !

 Other duty and charges . 26 15 0 on the gross price.

Total duties  £01 17 8 i
These to be deducted from 7 N

the m nt the - |
Clmﬁ-v-'l'npﬂ:n Reduced 1

value o a v e B3B3 .
Therefore as 100 : £35 2a, bl 1: £38 20, 3. €13 Te. 10d, 9
Not duty on reduced price =£13 7 10 r

Netduty ongross price = 4 & 0
Total to be paid by the Co, = £27 12 10

Arresoix E .

A view of the Duties on China ware according to the two methods :
Daties.  Girons amount,

Old Bubsidy . £7 10 0 Discount for prompt payment =£2 7 6
Ol Impost . 20 0 O Not dutles payable 5 =2 2 B

Now Bubsidy . 7 10 0 Discount and U . =12 10 0
fsuhid « 210 0 As £162 2. 6d. : 10, : :

20 byd Anne 12 D 0 ERS 2, 0. : 20 19 7}

fSubsidy . 5 0 0 8710 0

——— 2010 7§ Dutiesallowed.

£4 10 0
£57 10 4} Reduced value.

* Butaccording to the Co. £100— £ 125, fd.=£35 75, 6. is the reduced
walue on which duties are calculated.

Duties payable . ANB Y | o
nuuaug:ﬂh,mm ] .mnt‘ :
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Arpexpix F
Dutics Collected on Indian Imperts.
Year. 15 per cent on musline.  Impost 1000 on silks.
1700 £58,062 £331.805
1701 19,313 203, 15640
1702 O6,627 152,224
1703 38,605 102,801
174 17,751 140,164
1706 11,616 P 136,063
1706 13.319 145,657
1707 25,765 il
1708 565,734 5,000
1 5,248 120,330
1710 30,028 B7,6567
1711 20 K35 108,101
- Arrespix G
60 Years' Chort of Ten Income,
. " Rovenne  Sale Amount less ,
. Yoars, from Toa diseount. Dty %.
A 1711 and 1712 £59,523 £2392,008 36
1713-21 1,391,143 1,056,670 B2
- 1782-23 1,386,014 003,007 200
1724-33 2 052 387 2443318 24
- 1734 4,466,100 3480218 128
174547 Bl4.418 1,267,273 L] ;
1748-60 01,258 188 8,384,754 i)
- (Moreau's ELL Co.'s Boconds, p. 8.)
! - Arrexpix H
" .
|L- Abstract of the yield of Revenue from Oriental Goods.
S Yoars.
1001-12 £6,508 .
1613-17 om0
. ; 1618-25 w000,
- = m
] 107252 aswre L
. 1601 142717 .
i 1097 122,781

1750-50 00000 .,




REGISTER OF SHIPS

A Complete List of Ships that leftf England for the East
Indies with their tonnage and destination from the
establishment of the Indo-British Commerce to the
year 1707.

Introductory Rewarks—A few preliminary observations on the
value of the ligh of ships and their tonnage which has been
campiled for the first time in the history of the B. I, Company are
absolutely indispensable.  The whole shipping list for 107 yeam,
from 1601 to 1707 inclusive, has involved an immense amount of
labour, but it is o matter of great satisfaction that the task is
almost complete. The Marine Journals, Court Minutes, Letter

Books, and the Home Miscellaneous Records at the India Office.

have been presssd into service for finding out the names and
tonnage of the various ships that sailed from England to the East
Indies. Yet this stated tonnage iz not absolutely exact, It a reliable
approzimation fo the actual mmount,

A carsory glance at the tonnage of the ships of the first and
third voyages of the Company will show what mighty differences
exist in the figures given by Sir Dudley Digges, the Court Minutes
of the Company, and the Marine Records. Similarly, the returns
given by Purchas for some of the early voyages do not always
tally with those contained in some of the Company's Records, as
in'the case of Martin Pring’s floct of 1616, What an amount of
embarrassment one has to undergo when one finds different tonnage
stated for the same ship in the different or even the same records, na
in the case of the Palsprove (1625), the Royal Mary (1630), the
Crispian (1635), the Advice (1637), the William (1645), and others.

Such discrepancies existing in the Company's own shipping

almost confusing in the case of freighted ships.' The

! The discrepancies in the tonnage of the same ships ss stated in the
Conrt Book 25q can be seen at a glance in the following table :—

Ship. P. 140 P. 167 P. 150

Lancaster g . 470 iz 450
Eagle . . . 5% 04 B0
Joharma . - . ‘B16 Tl 30
Williameon . . — M 50
Nathaniel r . D& 670 (L1
Soclety . . . &G0 570 0

~ Thus it will bo evident that discropancies aro unavoidable, but they have
been reduced to a minimam by & caretul serutiny of the available data,

a3l



332 REGISTER OF SHIPS

same ship was chartered by the Company at different tonnage in
its various voynges to the East, and henee the varianco in the
tonnage of the same ship is but natural. Sometimes the burden
of a certain ship sailing in a particular year could not be traced
out : in such a case I had to adopt its tonnage as given for the
previous or subsequent voyages. Moreover, the tonnage of o fow
ships could not be traced at all. 1In such cases 1 have assumed
ther on the basis of the information scattered hers and
there, and explicitly mentioned the fact against the names of
those ships. It is perhaps needless to remind the reader that in
spite of every effort to make the list of ships complete and
atithentic there is n lkelihood of omissions and mistakes in
preparing it from the unpublished records of the Company;
records, too, which have neither contents nor indices. Fortunately
more than one-half of the whole list could be confirmed from
other important and independent sources,

A synthesis of the evidence for the first period of fifty-seven

* years 18 a5 below :—
1601-13. ETnﬁll:mI!ﬁd by Sir Dudloy Digges’ Trades Increase, published
1613-10.  William Foster's Letiers Received, Vol VI
1817-21. Nooorroboration. Seereferences in the list.
162834, Sainsbory’s Calendars of State Papers, E. Indies,
1635-57. Com from the printed volumes of the English Factories and
the Court Minutes by Wm. Foster. No other corroboration
See refersnces for tonnage in the st itself.

So fur as the remaining fifty years are concerned the list could
not be confirmed from any independent collateral record for the
years 1668-63.

Since January, 1664, to March, 1669, the register of ships with
full details of their cargoes and tonnage has been preserved in the
India Office as Home Miscellansous, Vol. 15. 1 have invariably
followed the Letter Books for the values of their cargoes and the
Home Miscellaneous for the tonnage of the ships, The latter
document is also important for recording the prices of the various
mmo&iﬁn bought by the Company for sending to the East

o8,

There is yet another valuable document—Court” Book 25a—
which preserves the details of ships and exports from the g:u
1667 to 1679. My list has, in the first instance, been compiled from
the Letter Books and afterwards confirmed and supplemented
from the above-mentioned record. Thus there is a moral certainty
of the absolute correctness of the number of ships and their
tonnage and the cargoes sent to the Indies from the year 1664 to
1670 inclusive,

o
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The succeeding yéars present great difficulty. Macgregor has
given a tablo of the number of ahips and the annual exports sent
to the East by the Company since 1680 to 1709 inclusive. He
does pot quote his authority for these returns and hence it is
imposgible to go to his original source. I have invariably followed
the Letter and Court Books for these years also, and am quite
unable to tally my returns with those of Macgregor. 1 have quoted
my authority for every ship, ita tonnage, and the cargo on it
wherever the latter was available. Hence the disparity in our
returns more or less explains itself. For the six years from April,
1685, to June, 1691, there are available two * lists of ships that
left England for the East with the valoe of their cargoes ™ in
the Marine Records Miscellaneous, Vol IV. One would naturally
suppose them to be complete for the period, but it s not the case.
Hence the Lotter Books and Court Minutes had again to be relied
upon for these years.

The task for the next nine yoears became comparatively casy by
the possession of a list of ships sent to the Indies from November,
1681, to Junuary, 1700, which woas traced out by me in the
“ England's Almanack " of 1700, It does not, however, give the
tonnage of ships, nor their destination and valoe of cargoes for
the first six years. The usual records were again pressed into
service for these purposes. Exeept for the four ships that
have been added to the above-mentioned list, it is otherwise
complote, But the returns of this period, too, do not coincide with
those of Macgregor. He is also at variance with the Company's
statement for the throe years from 1692-93 to 1694-95 made in their
petition to the House of Commons in November, 1605, It is
stated that the Company sent out to the Indies in

Shipe. Burden.
1o92- [ 3,350
160304 1 4,073
1604-05 8 3,300

Cargo for throe years=£300,205, (Court Bk, 37, pp. 37, 42)

Macgregor’s returns have another serious defect.  He does nob

- evidently include the ships sent out by the New E.L {‘.ompm‘i
grected in 1698 by an Aot of Parlinment. This Company wi

their ofishoot of the " Separate Traders " were the legal succes-

8ors of the Old Company, and hence the ships and cargoes sent by

them ought to have been added to those despatohod by the latter,

My list takes cognisance of all the ships semt to the E. Indies

© and thus presents the Anglo-Indian trade in its true light.

LY

»



Gife . . 130 o 4B
1604, 2nd voyage, Capt. Henry Middleton. To Bantam—Amboyna.

Deagon: . M) tomis

Heetor . 30,

’
LIST OF SHIPS
Saparate Voyages. '

1601, lst voyage, Capt. James Lancaster. To Bantam—Achesn.
Deagon . ~ 000 tons  Disnvers” Report on the Marine Records:in
the Imlﬁuﬁu; 700 tans, Marine Mise,
IV 3 LA tons, Thigges. d
Hewtor r - B 500 tons, Marine Misc., IV ; 500 tona, Digges.
Asconsion , . 200, 400 ,, Digges
Busan . . W0, 400 ,, Dgges

Ascension . v 20
Susan . . 0 ., Lost oear the Cape of Good Hope,

Bir E. Michelbowrn's ships—Captain John Davis. To Bantam.
Tiger . . . 940 tone  Lectinn’s Naval History of England, p. 401.
Tigor's Whelp . 100, Asumed. |
1008, 3rd voyage, Capt. Wm. Keeling. To Bantam.

Dragon . . T tome
Consent . . 150 ,, 106 tons, Marine Misc., 1V ; 115 tons,
Purchas, I, p. 224 ; 240 tons, Digges.

Heotor . . GO0,  with Capt. John Hawkine for Surat,

1607, 4th voyage, Capt. Alex, Sharpey. f
Union 5 . A tous {ﬂ:!;gel} to Prianian in Sumatra; sunk on
C e cosst of Hrittany on homeward

voyage in Febuary, 1611,
Ascension . . %0 .. To Surat: sunk st Gondavi vear Surats
_ {Marine Journals, Vol. VIL)
1008-0. Gth voyage, Capt. David Middleton, To Java and Banda,
Expedition . 90 jops  ¥20 tons, Digges.
1010, 6th voyage, Commander Sir Hy. Middiston. To Surat.

Trade's Ingroase . 1203 tons  Diggea. 1000 tons, Parchas, I, p. 2475 e
tons in other boobs. :

: . H2 ., IHgges 250 tons, Purchas,
s T w00 tons, Purchas.
pinnace . 180 ,,  Lediard’s Naval History, p. 420.
Relief ‘ . B0 ,, Assumed.

1610-11. 7th voyage, Capt. Anthony Hippon. To Coromandel Coast.
Globe « o+ §27tons  Digges

161011 8th voyage, Capt. John Saris. To Arabia, South Seas snd Japan-

. . BODtons  Dgges.
Gln'n . . B3] i #
Thomas . . e, " ’
- Tnterloping voyage, Capt. Samuel Castleton.
Pearl . & . 200 toma.
' 50 to 60 tons aecording to Coen on p. 364 of Jourdain. .
334
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1611-12. fth vovage, Capt. E. Marlowe. To Surat.

James . . 00 tons  Digges.
1611-12. 10th voyage, Capt. Thomas Best. To Surat,
n. . - T00 tons  Digges.
(e A e
Iﬂ-ll—l°, 11th voyage. Capt. Ralph Wilon. To Surat. *
Boluman 400 tons  Digges,
AI2-13 12th voynge, Capt. L'hrhluphcr Newport, To Diul, Teceo and
Bantam
Expedition « 320 tons  Trigges.
First Joint Stock Voyages.—1013-17.
1613-14.
Copvord + 213 tone Digges, pp. 19-22, Capt. Hawkina, To
Bantam.
Concord . . 20 .. Digges, p. 31
 New Year's Gift . B07 ,, ' Digges. 650 tonsin Marine Mise., IV, p. 21,
Merchant's Hope 533 w400 = -
= w 300, in Lediand's Naval History.
Heetor . - B0, W BOO . in Marine Mise,, IV,
Solomon . o400, w300

200 . inCourt Bk, &, p. 1.
The whole fleet was under Capt. N. Downton and was bound for Surat.,
1004-16.  Fleet under Capt. David Middleton.  Bound for Bantam:

Hamaritan . + AG3tons Digges, CL Court Bk. 3, pp. 40, 45, 01,
Thomas . e, "
Thomasine . T | - v E3,300'in all were sent on these shipa.
Adviee . o 160 tons lhﬂl:l. Capt. B, Younrte. Bound for Hantam.
Attenilancn o 1, Assumed. Taken by the Dutch.
Dragon . . 700 .,  Digges, (fapt. Wm. Keeling. Bound for
Burat.
Liom . : . 380, "
« M "
Expedition L3200 .. .
. Lannerett . . 2000 ,, w Court Bk, 3, p 130; Coort Bk, 5,
1
Speedwell . . 1 E
Defenee . . A0, “ ﬁ.ﬁ 8, Castleton. Boumd for
ninm.
Clove . «  GRT. . "
! 1616-16. Capt. Bonjamin Joseph,
Charles . 1000 tons  Court Bk, 3, pp. 450, 578, Bound for Surat,
Plh“!_hn - « 300 ™ ™ W "
| . L e - "
'G'Inh « i BET " " "
¥ . 400 “ ¥ +» Bantam.
nﬂ. pinnnee. . 140 " i - "
‘Hosinnder . . 213 ,, Court Bk. G, p. 313 ” "
* Sir T. Roe states the hm.m*mudmu..

“repectively, for the four ships.
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Hope . . 633 tons Digges, Capt. Christopher Newport, Bound
for Hantam.
Hound* . . 280 ,, Asmmod

1616-17, Capt Martin Pring. Bound for Surat and Bantam,

James Royal . 1000 tons To Surat under Ales, Child (Purchas, I
. GO,

Anne f . T00 ., Fact. Rec. Surat, I, p. 102, Digges, 0 tonss
same by Macpherson and Harria

New Years Gift . 700 ,, Court Bk 4, p. 4667 500 tons by Mac-
phorson and Harris

Bull . ' . A,

Bea . : . 150 ., TPurchas, T, p. 631; Foster's Letters, V1,
e alii
Second Joint Stock Voyages

1617-18. Commander Sir Thomas Dale. Bound for Bantam.
Globe . . B27tons Court Bk 4, pp. 20-30, 126 for this fleet,

Sun 700 ,, Stated value £10,000 against £3,000 for the
m of 386 tons, (Home Mise,, 39, p. 156.)

Clave - o DR (i

Y < 400

Unleorn . - s

Bamwon®* . B0, Assumed.

Moon E ., 000 .. Stated wvalue €0,000. (Home Mise, 39,
P 158 Lost,

Flour «» 30, Assumed.

Ships marked with an asterisk were taken by the Duteh,
1818-18. Capt. Rob. Bonner's Fleet to Malabar and Bantam :—

Dragon . « DD tons

Expedition . 280 . Purchas, I, p. 488,

Lion . - . 380

Anne Royal 0 .. Calendar, 111, p. 658,

Ball . - . 400 . Calendar, 11, p. 287,

Rose . - MO,

Pragon’s Claw . 100 . Assumed,

Lion's Claw . 200 ,,  Assumed.

1610-20. Capt. ). Bitkell's Floot. Soo Court Bk. 4, p. 254 ; Calendar, 1,
. P 155, 245

Charlesa . « 1000 tons To Surat.

Dinmomd o B00 o, Court Bl 4, p. 3060 =

Ruoby = « TO0 & - "

Supply . o 100, Assumed. "

Elizabeth . <8 To Bantam.

Palsgrave . 1083 ,, e

Hope - P - - =

Hiar . v . 280 ,, Marine Misc., IV, "




Royal Exchange .
White Bear

Unitie
Contaur
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Capt. Fiteherbert's Fleet :—
700 tans  Calendsr, 11, P-4,

8 . Fac. Ree. Sural, p 102,

000 . Ifit wos the old p bueght fram the navy
see Lodinrd's Naval History, p. 304,

0., Calendar, TT, p. 483

100, Assumed,

1820-21. Copt. Andrew Shilling's Fleet to Surat and Porsin.! See Marine

* London
Hart
Rosbuck

o

J

]
i

T e

Joarnal No, 30 ; Parchas, I, 728,

B804 tons
oo,
o,
280 ..

1621, Capt. John Weddell's Floet :—

T00 tons

ood ., Coort Bk, 7, p 290,

700 ., Estimated. toul..

380 ., Lost
Capt. Walter Bennot's Fleet :—

G0 tomn '

00 W Lost.

200

llsgg . Court Bk. 5, pp. 95, 85, Lost.
2

1622, Capt, John Hall,
TiMl toms  Court Bk. 5, Pp. 245, 501,

L i Lid

1623.% Sce Court BK. 5, pp. 308,431 ; Eng. Factories, Vol 1622-93, - 200

500 toms  To Surat,

Al 150 ,, ‘To Bantam.
Rochuck o .,
1624,
Royal James . 1000 tons Court Bk, 8, p. 430.
Jonas . . 700 .,  Boothhy, .
Eagle - 400
Btar . . 250 ,,  Marine Misc., IV,
Spy ?ﬁl} « Eng. Fac, Vol 1624-20, xxxiv.
== 100, Assumed,
Beout 100 "
M, mays that Shilling sailed in Feb., 1619, It was Feb., 1020,
'-lhﬁ' pmqpmpndwheut this yrar to Surat and Bantam
4. po413)
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1825,
Ship. Tonnage. Refurenoe, Dieatination.
Pl.'llgrl?h . 1083 Court Bl 4, p. 254 Burat.
A0 Marine .\Ei.-ﬂr.,PI Y.
Dolphin . . GO0 Surat.
Lion . . 380 Hurnt by the Portuguese,
Faleon . . B Calendar, IV, p. 014, Surat & Bantam,
Bunllow . . 1ok Calendar, 111, LX. Bantam,
Lomdon . BN
1524,
Diiscovery . B0 Calendar, TV, p. 643, Burat, d
William . L -
Tleasing . T
Morris . . 400 Lost. Home Mise., 30, p. 168. .
Christopher . 300 Assumed. v
ml‘mﬂ ® 'iTHJ [
Expodi . 200 Boothby.!
1627,
Mary Royal . 500 Marine Mise., IV, Porsin & Bantam.
Hart . P Hurat & Bantam.
Hiar - . ‘280 = Persin.
Hopawail 340  Bruton.® L =
uge . . 160 Amsumsed g -
Heout, plnnace 100 - i o
Hpoeadwell 150
1i25.2
Jonas . ]
Pove . . 300 Assumed.
Expedition . 200 Marine J. No. 6,
Little James . 200 Court Bk, 156, p. 14. Tt wana
prize ship.
1020,
Charles . . 00 Calendar, IV, p. 643. Hurat.
Nispavery ] - and Marine J., No, 62 .,
Roformation . 500 ki -
Bamuel , _ . 300 Lediaed's Noval History, p. 469, . g
London . . 600 Calendar, IV, p. 643, Bantam.
1630,

Ships of the 2nd and drd voyages to Porsia :—
James Royal . 1000 MarineJ., Ko, 55 ; Court Bk. 13,

p 1T

William .®*

Mary Royal . 800 Marine Misc., IV, doc. 17 ; Court
Bk, 18, p. 233,

% A Brief Discovery of Madagasear, by Richard Hoothby, London, 1644,

3 Hﬂirﬁl;;mthn t Indies ; or a Voyage to Bengalla, bme.Brﬂm-r :

* Two ships of the Earl of Warwick have to be added. The Co.'s President
and Factors st Surst were imprisoned in 1028 for robberies committed by

these shipa.
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Bhip, Tonnage. Refersncs, Destination,
- « 250 Marine Mise,, IV, doe. 17; Court
Bk. 18, E 233, Masulipatan.
Dove . 180 Juoint Stock Shi Surat & Persia.
Seahorae < 180 Pirate Quail's lﬁp. Court Bk,
4. p. G21.
- 1631,
Plesaing . Sural & Porsia.
Exehinge . 700 - "
wiell PR 1 -
wie]| ) s -
&I‘l . 1083 !;::t.
" . BOO tam.
Pearl . 250 Chlendar, V, p, 233, Masulipatam.
Jewell « 4250 Bantam,
Charles . . 700 Humat.
m : 300 Coart Bk, 25, p 20 "
. 3 A "
Hart . GO 1 1
e 3 :
nto "
o 1632,
Bwan . 400 Court Bk 12, p. 104, Mamilipatam.
1633,
Caomfort - 200 Court Bk, 15, p. 142, Surat.
Palsgrave 1083 Wreoked. Court Bk 18, pp.  ,,
RS wL 216, 248,
Jewell ., 250 Lettor Bk I, p. 130. Coromandel Coast,
163,
Expedition . 200 Court Bk. 15, p. 14. Bantam,
Landon . . BOO Surat.
Rirasing . TOD "
Hopowell « 240 "
Consolation 170  Coort Bk. 15, p. 142. Jumbee.
1635,
Connter 260 Assumed, Bantam
m ' 400, Coust B, 18 1 =
. ] rt Bk, 15, p.
i1 e ls. P- ‘5- e
Bwan ., | 40 w15 p 104 Coromandel.
1636,
Mary . . 800 Coort Bk 16, p. 120, Surat.
Hart . 500 = Hantam.

The tonnage of English ships given in Dutch Records, B. 11,

! The Co.'s Factors were imprisoned at Sarat for piracies committed by
the two ships of Cobb and Ayres in 1635.
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Vol. 111, docs. 106 and 113, is generally half of that stated
in the English Company's Records. The reader should not be
misled by the Dutch figures. Bome examples are given below :—

Bhips, Tonnage. Shipa. Taonnage,
Pearl . . 178 Mura . . 400
Palsgrave . 400 Hart . . o
Reformation . 200 Thomas . . 10
London . 40D Eagle . . oo
Hopewell 76 Bpeedwell . BD
tion o ] Providence . bb
liam — Bwan . . 160
3 200 Discovery . 300
Gireat Jamos 4560 Comfaort . . 100
400 Blessing . . 400
2560
1637,
Bhip. Tonnage. Reforences. Dieatinntion.
Adviee . . 350 Court Bk 20, p. 444. Coramandel and
Hantam.
00 ., 2%,p L .
Engle . L) ot 16, p, 228 ; Marine Surat
:.1f;¢., IV, doc. ©3s
Jopas . . 50O - 19, p. 159, =
! 1838,
Discovery . G Hurat.
Jewal . 250 Loal on the sea. Bantam.
16340,
London . 800 Court Bl. 18, p. 310, Surat.
Beformation . 400 Bantam and
Masnlipatam.
William . F00 Bantam.
Hopewell 240 Coromandel and
Hantum.
Adrvies . 350 Bantam.
T4, :
3 EJIJ E::rt HI:_hI'Il, p 173, Eantam.
anas on the sea. a
Swan 4in .
Comar 400 Court Bk 18, pp. 85, T2, b
Froighted ship.
Crispian . O Court 17, ppe 130, 150, Bumat.
1641,
Mary 600  Fac. Rec. Misc,, 12, p. 38, Bantam.
B0 Court Bk. 17, p. 300; Court Somt.
Bk. 18, p.
London . B "
Wiiliam . 700 Bantam.
Hi « 250 Marine Misc,, IV.
tion . 400 Court Bk. 17, o 300, "
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({5 B
Bhip. Tonnngs, References, Destination.
Bleasing . T Bantam.
lﬂ;-un“, . 350 Coenrt Bk, I8, p 127, %
Aleppo Mert. . 400 wo o= IR Burnt.
mpﬁn . 0 i e
B 1043,
phin . 30 Court Bl I8, pp. 203, 260, Surat
Hind . W, 15, FFL 03, 271, .
Bonflower . 180 i 18, p. 234. e
Hart . 230 o 18, pp. 210, 24, Coromandel.
272 278,
Endeavonr . 40 b
Mary . . B Bantam.
1644,
Willinm . + G50 Foe. Boo, Mise, 12, p. 0. A Bantam.
now ship,
Hlessing - 260 Fac. Rec. Misc, 12, p 01, A -
now ahip,
Jobn . B Couort Bk 10, p 158, Huarat,
Crispian . . 600 "
145,
. 400 Court Bk, 21, p. GA. Barat,
e o E: 3
Lanneret _— B..;
Mary - . . B e tam.
Antelape . 350 Marine Mise, IV, doc. 21. Surst.
Groyhound . 400  [ts first name was Swan. =
m . . T Bantam.
Ulysses . . #30 Couort Bl 22, pp. 24, 32 i
Endymion . 300 23, p. T4. =
1647,
lquf 4 . RO Bantam.
Engle . . 400 Surat.
l?lhu.l.ifmt1 250 "
Farews 140 Court Bl 20, p. 27, Coromandel
1648,
Tl : . 300 Court Bk. 22, p. 26 Coromandel.
nglh:l . - = 18, pp. 282, 200, =
Advice . . 300 L 2. p AT, Bantam.
S B5 R :
Pl ] M - w
mum. " es,iux. Surat. -
Fleece . 550 ¥ - [ 24, but 450 w5
tons in Conrt Bk. 23, p T4
Greyhound . 400 T Coromandel.
Roth . 400 Court Bl 22, p. 50, Bantam.
Anne . . 300 o 21, p. 63 "
Eagle . . 400 Burat.

t A ship was proposed to be sent for Bombay, (Court Bk. I8, p. 234.) .
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1620,
Ship, Tonnage. References.
E. L Mecehant 330 Court Bk, 23, p, T4, but 350 an
P 358
Advics 600 Court Ble. 22, p. 113, but 350 in
Court Bk, 23, p. 74.
William . . 700
G. Fleecn .+ bSO
Lowe . . 460 Court Bk 23, p. 74, but 410 in
Cours Bk. 20, p. 444.
Aleppo Mert., . 400
Lionms . . 380 ‘mHhH U 1
Bopite . . 400 25 'F 1, 32
Bupply! . ‘250 H‘.-.rum Mise,, F doe, 22,
Assada Mert. . 260 Assumed.
T
Eagle . . 000 Marine Miso., IV; but 500 in
e Court Bl 23, p. 465,
Amne ., . 300 Court Bk 21, p 03,
Welcome S T LR 2, p 14
Recovery . Termission ship.
1652,
Bmirna Mert. . 400 Court Bk 23, p. 74.
E. . Merchant 300
Rorback « 230 Iml. 350 in
Court Hk. 22, p
Love . ;mﬂumﬂkﬂp;ibutmlm
- 358,
e 1653,
Dove . 150
Welcome 8
LG,
Katherine %00 Court Bk 23,
ne = i *a0,
E LMerchant' 350 ., 23, p 458,
1655,
Three Brothers 200 Court Bk. 24, p. 13,
luse,
William . . 40 Court Bk. 23, p. 368,
. " .
w « G i
1657.
None waa sent by the Company.

Deatinatbon,
Bantam,

!:htr:l.
Coromandel;

Madngascar,

Surnt.

Surat.
Coromandel.
Bantam.

hm'rihhhﬂlmhﬂltIMPthl to England, (Court

i
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Ships of the Courteen Compuny.

L35,
Ship. Teonnage. Reforences.
» , — Foater's Court Min,, Vol RIS-30, 35, 1303
i Coart Bl lﬂt.li;qt. 228310,
Katherine = » - N -
Panther . —_ ++ - -
Anne . . =— i - v "
n_“m — " - e "
Rovbuck 1og - b v -
L,
William —  Eng. ¥ac., Vol. 163741, xxi.
Talbot . bioo— " "
Thomasine . - " "
1041,
Paradox . . — Fac Boo. Misc., 12, 147.
William . — - P
Thomas & John — " "
Bun . = - o
Tiy | . . 70 M
Hester . L - -
Jamea . . 700 - o
164142,
m « T Eng. Fac, Vol 1042-45 pp. 26, 20,
« 700 - - "
Hamplon Mert. 700 " “ - .
145,
Jamea . —  Eng. Fac, Vol. 164245, xxii.
Lioness R . o
Friendship . — W Vol 1646-50, p. 100,
Private Ships from 1654 fo 1657,
Allom te. Persian Mert, E tiu, Friendshi
Jmihmrdp Constantin. Mert. R;F:fﬂ & Martha. Society. il
Hopeful. Willlam & John, Two Sisters. Dethie.
Benjamin. Adventure. Bose. Vine,
Mayflowor. Reformation. Aleppo Mert. Virgin.
Constantin, Mert. Lion Loyalty, Good Hope.
Goodwill, Potor & Jane, E L u'raml. :)ij X
Mert, Alfrican Frignte.  John & Thomas, ve Branih,
nﬂnﬂ“uﬂmud. Const Frigate, Little Eagle. Mariguld.

During this period of open trade there were E:uhblf sent out
many more vessels of which no trace ocours in the Records. Eng.
Fac., Vol. 1654-60, pp. 49, 77, 117, 131-83, 136-37; Letter Bl
I, p. 8656 ; I, pp. 143, 154. :

¢ learn from the Dutch Records, B. 11, doe. 137, that in 16556
thirteen private vessels were to sail between Guinea and Indis.
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Muy, 1659, to April, 1660,

Ll aw

Rel. for Exports. Ship. Tonnage. Destination, Money. Goods.
L Bk I, p, 226 Truroe 270 Guinea & Coast £ Nope £11,501
- 256 DBarbadoes M, 240 r ' X 0,001
I 278 E.LMerchant 400 Const 6000 7010
- 278 Concord 300 Coast & Persis 6,770 8319
h 278 Bmirna M. 450 Coant & Bay a0l 15302
v N-07 Blackmore 240 Guinea & Surat? B.423
o 310 Castle Fr. 240 - Bantam® 7480
1660101,
L. Bk, 11, p, 205 Eagle 50  Surat 5,828 12,002
C. Bk. 24, p. 227  Richard & 450 = 6,372 10,713
Martha
- H Ameriéan 205 A 3083 5305
L. Bl 1L p, 16 Constnt. M. 400 . 10,314 30,027
" ILp 325 R.James& Hy. 400 Guinea & Cosst None 10,458
w o 348 Bowen Frig. 150 " " " 1,622
w I, p 44 Roy.Charles LT il . - 15,780
w Bl Coronation 4040 " " W 16,567
w 1, p.384 Discovery B0 Coast 21,867 23500
w HILp 5 ConstFrig. a50 e 23,865 30,200
5 ILp. 317 Restoration 400 Bantam 4,000 5930
> 359  African 240 a BO000 B 130
w HOLp. B LoyalMert. 450 . 10,000 10,820
e 28 London 400 “ 4,000 6,750
Surat Frig. 150 = Not traced,
16662,
L. Bk.IILp. 86 Ml.rig'ulﬂ 200 Bantam 10,000 10,431
- w137 SBtarhng Adv. 200" = BO00  BATH
b i BA (Good Ho 200* Coast 20,000 25,521
o s 07 Mndras Mert. 250 PR 20416 23,000
A v - 152 George & 300* Guinea & Coast None 2,768
Marths
o # 171 American 225 i " " M
i w117 Richard & 450 Surat 20,235 35,266
Murtha
= w 118 Convertine 240 - 8408 10,763
Pk w1153 Rose w0 5,000 50
" w18 Dunkirk mw* |, 000 5,000
: 166263,
L.BEII1, p. 185 E.L Merchant 400 Coast 13,036 28,343
" v» 228 Roy.Kstherine 380 ' 18,804 2
" ¢ 100 Castle Frig. 240 Guinea & Coast Not traced,
" w 241 Coast Frig. 250 Bantam 8000 0431
w e 210 Constant. Mert. 430 . 10,000 10,760
w w268 Loy.Merchant 520 Surat 26,047 41,971
255 African M0 14.436 23,172

pp.- 268467

* The tounage of ships with asterisks is maswmed,

¥ £10,000 or £12,000 in gold to be laden on her for the Coast (L. Ble. 11,
P

® L1000 or £12,000 in gold to be laden an her for Sorat (L. Bk, 11,
in gold to be laden on' her for Bantam (L. Bl 11, p. 310}



e

Rel. for Exports.

L. Bk I11, p. 269
“ w308
# = A2
w320
v w07
om0
P v G0
g5 e e
e 430,515
P ]
woow 57
-u wo ATE
" " i

L. BE 11T, p. 515
" “'.]I- o
L1 L]

L. B IV, p. 43

L. B IV, p. 101
" w147
" v 14T
s - 147

C. Ttk 260, p.42

L BE1V,p. tl 1

" 13

(33
(3]

LIST OF SHIPS

(1% 2
Bhip. Tonnage, Destination. Money., Goods,
Baoyal Oak 400* Bantam £12,000 £12.738
Richard & M. 400 a 12000 12,827
American 228 Gulnea & Alrican Coast for dis-
x covery of trade
Murigold 2000 Guinea & Coast 10,614 105140
Rebecen 200 Coast Kot found 11,908
Coronation 400 Bay " 15, fe)
Happy Entrance 240 Coast 13,070 17,262
Morming Star 200 13,051 17.148
Roy.Charles 550 Burat 18,200 38,381
Lomdon 400 ,, &Mocha 16802 32740
LiR4-ii5,
Constan. Mert. 300 Bantam Looh 1405
- i Coast 84 14,004
Greyhound 280 n 1001 16,248
American 295 Hugly 2746 BATH
African 240 Surat Nono 10,0604
St. Gearge #0 - 5,083
1a5-64,
Darcas 75 Hugly 1,286 2780
Constant, Mert. 400 Coast 0,854 14204
Return 470 Surat 0,388 20,815
158067, "
Charles M40 St Helena & 1000 3,007
Eagl 0 G vy For bringi
L I uinen or
Barhados Mert, 240 = back I.h:f'l:.'l
remains there
1567 -1k8,
Bantam Pink 120 Surat 2425 8181
Return 180 =1 13074 20,102
Conatant, Mert. 400 12014 28551
Rebecea 24 2 6,171 14,0640
Roy. Katherine 380 Coast & Pay 13,000 13,000
Loy, Merchant G20 e 17,768 23850
Blackmaore 240 oW 8,245 11,082
Rainbow 350 e = 12085 17.220
Madras Mert. 250 LeA B4 BGEE
Unicorne 330 il 11,380 15258
500 w Bantam 24783 31,736
400 Bantam G000 6467
Coant Frigate 250 “ 3000 3,070
London e h 5,000 6,508

(18 2050 . Bubject
L. BK.IV,pp.130-31 Lnﬂﬁhm.t M.

' Gold to be laden on

taken to be sent in

her not mentioned ; here the while cargo has boen
monay to the Coast.
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1663-64,
Bel. for Exparta. Ship,  Tonnage. Destinotion, Money. Goodk
LBl IV, p. 186 Castle Frig, 240 Coast £17475 £10,757
o a: Morning Star 200 2 = 12476 14,244
w108 Antelope 00 24,760 30,110
- w201 John & Marths 300 = 1040 22,507
& = A1 Crowne wm 14,476 16,762
= »w 231 Sampson M0 Burat A.221 30,305
s s 231 BoneBayMert. 30 0,958 24,238
& v cES1 Hl;:nﬁrhmyt o [ 0,171 2L1I5
- w214 John & 425 Hantam 13,000 12,195
Margaret
=3 w350 London 400 o 0000 10,608
16870,
LB IV, p 203 Return 340 Fort & Bay 26,026 20,224
(. Blc 20a, pu 67 Rainbow 350 i - 23,500 30,770
Coast Frig. o 7 18381 21975
#ant Frig. L B 16,27¢ 17,283
Mediterranian M. 240 K " 18086 10,850
Happy Entranee 200, oo 0,803 20,520
L B IV, pp. 320-21  Loyal Subject 460 Hurat 10,088 28,808
€. Bl 250, p. 60 Hannibal o 8353 21002
Berkley Cast. 600, 10,000 32,040
Experiment 2360 = 6485 15636
LBCIV,p. 33 Loy Merchant 550 Bantam 11,000 11,687
Anno L R 5,000 0,072
Constant. Mert 300 6,000 G471
brera 1 - 5,000
1670-71.
L. BL IV, p. 360  Greyhound 270 Bantam 10,000 10,143
Ann 300 v 12,510 12,5610
wo w412 Advance 3|y - 2000 G643
w  aMB-17 Jn. & Margaret 425, 076 7404
Satisfaction 40M) i 0,075 G108
Jo. & Martha 300, 5,060 6,200
e Unity wo { n,w:- 6,272
25 Crowne 230 i 5,050
Flying Eagle 1200 given 475
Unicorne L 3,766
LBk 1V, EE Bampson 30 Coast & Hay 27,821 33,480
E. L Merchant 260 - . 27,760 31047
Humphrey & 840 ., 24,176 28,381
Eliz.
E Mert. 350 o 26,604 30,726
Ihmm_v Mert. 170 ., =) 25400 32541
n .y $31-32 Lopdon 400 Burat ° danz Ima2
0. Blk. 260, p. 78 Phamix | 4425 10,054
Massingbird 470 . 0,148 29370
Faleon S 5071 18836
Antelupe 0w, 4,048 10,355




M8 LIST OF SHIPS
1671-72.
Rel. for Expuﬂl Ship. Tonnage, Destination. Money. Goods.
L.BEIV,pp. 452, Anne 450 Hantam E10,000 £10,100
475,510
Feturn dHi - - 13,928
C, Bk. 254, Experiment 20 " — 11,187
pp -0 Zant Frig. (£ A — M7
Mary 330 - 5,000 6,887
Barnardistan 340 56,000 6,801
Expeotation L) il bO0G 5010
Haniball 350 (= SO0 6678
Burat Mert. 250 ... 5,000 5,045
L. Bk I'F,,m Berkley Cast. 000 Const & Bay 34,247 4Al0Ma
-0
Johanns 5N g B 33,044 40,002
Loy, Bubject 450 ., 4 S1,080 36,606
Ann S0 T i 16,204 10,401
Rehecon 2 o = 19,008 23444
L. Bl IV, pp. A Gold, Fleece 500 Surat 8,105 26251
h30-3
Loy. Merchant 550 . 10,000 28829
borwr L T 7,000 18,258
Mediterran. M. 240 -, 3414 11605
1872-73,
L. Bk. ¥, 22,30  London 400 Nomention Not 15028
0. Bk. 2850, p. 113 President Gl given 23,201
Bampson 80 16,040
Cassar 00 20,225
Ann 450 19,567
Bombay M. 370 16,42
Massingbird 430 10,814
E. I. Merchant 400 17,159
Unity 220 15,127
Antelope 80 16,202
1673-74.
L. Bk. V, pp. Advice 100 Bay 2
a3-0d, 114-15,118
Loy. Merchant 080 Coast& Eay 27,077 31,533
Phenix 400 . 24,777 27,567
Lancaster T ey 24764 27,978
Faleon 370 Burat 10662 18,228
Gald. Fleeco B0, 16,858 32,200
Mary T 13,070 23,417
Eainbow 360 " 14,873 26,212
Eagle &5 Bantam 10,000 10,914
Jonah 0, 8,000
Burnt M. 00 .. 8000 8160
Berkley Cast.  BOO . 6,000 8,000
Expectation 80 Fort 12,038 13,230




LIST OF SHIPS M9

1074-75.

Bof, for Exporta Bhip.. Tonnage. Destination. Money. Goods

L. Hk. V, pp. 140, Barnardistan 340 Bantam Not given £18400
14445, 162,

173-74

London 40 - L4000 4,858

€ Bk 250, p. 138 Casar (WD o 15,000 16,833
Unlcom 360 5 000 B GO0

Ann 440 Fort 26,173 30,190
Huncons 400 . 30340 43,876

Loy, Subject a0, 32000 37027

Bambay M. 370 . 25,074 31,871

Unity 20 20,300 32,374

Sampaoi w0, 24,850 27,300

Ann 360 Burat 17,260 35,42

New London &80, 26,370 47,318

Mussingbird 480 " 21,271 4283

E.L Merchant 370 , 15471 30,352

Unicorn am 18,580 13,061

1875-70.

L, Bk. V, pp. Eagle b25 Faort 48,508 G0A463
218-10, 250 Johanna 516, 45,060 67,137
Bl 26a, p. 140 Faloon 380 . 54,713 41,588
Sorat Mert. e L. 42,733 42553

Mary 330 Fort & Bantam 37454 37454

Lancaster 470 Hantam 10,000 11,781

Phonix 450 5 9,000 9,576

Loy. Merchant G50 - 11,000 11,908

Expectation 470 ™ 8,003 L0084

Formuoan 200 = Not 8104

President n20 i given 8141

L. Bk.V,pp.206-88 Berkley Cast. 400  Surai 12,124 37,562
Nathaniel 550 P 14,720 40,0664

Bouiety i) " 13,508 37,044

Persin Mert. B - T.730 17,606

Soipio Afrie. 300 " 8330 20,037

1676-77.

L Bk YV, pp. Copmar O Fort & Bay 48,019 58,354
ﬂﬂ-ﬂ.ﬁl), New London G " " 48,001 57,878
ALk, 41315 Bengala M. LT * e ol 426 f0461

Bucerss 460 Surat 1084 34,6656
George L - 6,881 39,750
Ann 4o Bantam 8000 8381
E. L Merchant 370 = G000 6245
Bambay M. Eril) = 7,700 22530

. Bk. 200, p. 165 Loy. Subject 470 "

Bamardistan 380 b Not given
Unity o "
Giold. Fleece 5D e

1877-78.

L. BE. Y, pp Falcon 380 Fort & Bay 25,706 40,646
BOB-10, 536-37, Williamason B L. b 69,253 683,575
b5 Sointy 670 " " G5,5HC 61,072




350 LIST OF SHIPS R

Ref. for Exporta. Ship. Tonnage. Destination,  Money,  Gooda
-1 Nathaniel 570 Forl & Bay  £57,820 £61,445
= Bam 00 Sarhi 28,748 5O, GGEY
i it a0, 20,023 4.0
Unicorn 1| T 145,004
. Engle Wi Bantam & (MM}
- - Jihanne {300 = 5,00}
A U Bk. 26a Phienix 450 -
: - Expectation A5 = : &
- “ Laticaster 00 o Not given
' Berk, Castlo 1] b
L VI 1678-70,
- LBVLpp4, Loy.Subject 500  Bantam 25,04
: “99-20, Bh-50,'80 Canar W0 ., 12014
- Bunoess 525 Fort 297
L . Golil. Fleoes 6800, 56060
" Georgn B2 i an237
- L Bengul Mert. 5625 Surat 40,745
x L4 Ann L Y 20,067
i - New London &30 |, 40,204
S _ 1iTe-80,
. _,!-. rﬁ-ﬂh“.pr- Enm 600 Fort & Bay (IR
gl o1 110,125,135-30 Beek.Castle 030 ,, 5470
+ A28, 163,104 Prosident 580 - 57,4818
Wi 0 Sors 3080
B0 nrat
T Juhanna B0 . 33,785
- Lancanter 470 - 1
g Fuleon 180 Ranbam 255,000
Nathanjel ] - 145, 0k
Socirty we . 15,000
1680-81,
L. Bk, V1, ppe Barnanlistan 3050 Bantam-Amoy 27,000
224,201-62,  NewLowdon 630 Hantam 0,000
837, 305-6 Pervia Mert. 300 " 1,14
C. Bk 32, p. 82 Mert. 570 Fort 76,2567
Gold, Floece o . 73,123
e o Bengal e
- “ L
Gearge 080 =7 7,544
Y Ewonm :?0 Hurat 30,511
- osiah 0. . AT
Massingbird @ 48,2563
" 16%]-582,
L BE VI, p. 300 Seipio Afr. 430 (hina & Fort 12,004
P " m-ﬁ.?é Amoy Mert. 310 w i 201,10
China Mert, - 170 Hantam Nema
. Unklinder 150 & 4,000
Kent 130 s 4,000



LIST OF SHIPS 451

Ref. for Exporta, Ship. Tonnage, Destination, Monoy. Goods
L. Bk. YL, pp.  Tonqueen M. 130 Bantam
200, 9
v 485, 480, 506 E. 1. Mext. 370 &
A G601  Surmat Mert, R =
" 4047 Sampaon A0 Burat
= 439 Falcon A &
= 513  Dersin M. b | R £17,6001 £24.855
President 810 i 8447 32813
Barpardistan. 350
Loy. Eagle s, 20,351 46,117
Berk. Castle G5 " 10,110 liu-ﬁﬁ
o 420-30  Defence G50 Bay 7,065 100,020
Resoltition s . 100,038 118,519
i 403 Lancaster 580,
P 4058  Jobanna 0 Coast
. 439 Welfare %0 .
s 447 Nathaniel 00 o
e N 451,458 Williamson oo,
- 380-00  Dragon 1580, Persin
- 472,476 Crown Perminsion ship
Willinm & Jn. =
¥ 1852-53,
Roferonce, Ship, Tonnage, Destinstion,
L. Bk VI, p. 530 Charles 370 Saraf
w VI, pp. 75-81; Laurell 250 Burat & Mocha
. Bk 33, po 30 ; Prudest Mary 350 BHay -
Bainbow 260 Mocha-Surat
Marine J., No. 78 Caroline 3156 China
Smyrna M. 150 -
L. Bk, ‘i"Tl p]:l. 13 Kempthorn M0 Hantam
Sooiety 600 Bay
. H-'LH E];Eﬁ."hl 71.88, [ New London 660 Coast
137 LeBR VT ppu 00,102 | Herbert 650 Bay
L. Bk VII, pp. 104, 126, 128 Josiah 570 Coast
Gold. Fleeco i) Hay
George [y
. Bk, 33, pp. 89, 74 : Mexico M. 200 Siam
‘ Lo Bk. VII, p. 124
. Bk, 33, p. 60 ; Wi & Herbert 240 China
L. Bk, V11, p. 119 Deligght 1000 .
* C. Bk, 33, pp, 58, 14 ; Hure o0 Bay
. L. Bk. VII, p. 108 Hy. & William 500
. C. Pk, 33, p. 0 Maryland 400 poteonfirmed by L. Bk.
: LO83-54.
Bl €. Bl 33, pp. 147, 154 Massinghird 450 Hurat & Persin
] “ 137 Soccess 450  Surnt
, oo 159 Anne .
7 * 137 Beipio Afr, 430 &
= - 144 Coast Frig. 250 s
" ! 159 Bengal ML 70 =
S T4 Camar 630 .
A " 164, 1868, 180 Rovheater e L



!
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Relerence. Ship. Tonnage, Destinntion,
E.L Merchant 370  Surat
C. Bk. 33, pp. 135, 144, 150 Beaufort Tib i
= 211,225,233 Axia G (Amsumed) Surat and
Maldives 5
p. 211 Sampaon M Surat
LBk VI, P 257 Nathaniel [ELT 3
Faloon AT “
v - 287 Barnardistan b1 - .
- 0 320 Willismson AT
w e ppl42. 104, 180 Society 00 4.
5 - Bengaul Sloap 150" Bomhay
w o ow ppe 139, 145, 178 Charlos 11 70 Bantam
W e Lpel8d China Mert. 170 -
e 14 Roy. James 050 Coast & Day
¥ + pp- 165, 211 Resalution ] & =
o e 311,990,283 Eagle 0, i
5 A3 411,228 Defence 660 Bay
T 164, 186 Amoy Mert. 30 Const
p- 273 Ju. & Mary S0 Coast & Hay "
C. Bk 33 P 223 Syam Mert. 200 Bay
w 2115 L. Bk. Tongueen Mert, 130 Madagascar, Bay and
L}
Y11, p. 321 1684-85. Peraia
‘Marine Mise,, IV Mary 1500 Fort
C. Bk, 34, p. 20 Kempthorn 40 Fort & Bay -
Chandals 6680 ., i
Satae E:rni.l Mert, 470 Bay
i PP A, H 670 .
P - -lc-hz 2,
- w20 Bhrewsbury e .
e g‘: » ﬂrr:]dmi Mary 350 Hurat
w o sppe 59, fare 250 ,, Private shi
Marine Mise., 1V Loy. Adventure 220 .
. Bk 34, p. 50 Kent 30
" Beiplo Alr. 430
- " |'l'|-'l ml Charles 70 Barmeo .
n ow P30 Dragon 180 Tontjueen
1685-84,
L. Bic VIII, pp. 00-81,88, New Landon 510 Surat CF. His Majosty's
1] Worcester 220 . Commission'to 19
Marine Mise,, 1V Mosdena 776 .. shipsforwarwith
Chaurles 11 716 ., the Mogul .
Emerald 103 =
b - p7l Nathaniel 560 Const & Hay
Nathaniel Frig. 100, &
uccoss 4580 e &
Rochester [ M *
w  w ®Tl Rochester Frig. 100 .. .
Beanfort Ti6
" p 7l Beaufort Frig, 100,
i e pp- B2-83  Curtana e . -
i Lk " Rebecen 170 . "
L aa ™ sl-phil‘l 320 =

¥ Tonnage is assumed,
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Roference, Hhip. Tonnage.  Destination,
Marine Miso., IV, pp, 02-3  Poarl 80 Coast & Bay
Lay. Captain 150 Prisman & Bay
Raose 120 W " .
z - pe 19 Roy. James L) o i
Dinmond 80 Prinman
Ruby Hil e
", M Pryaman 150 A
Herbert TH Tongueen
Eainbow 250 %
LiBG-87.
Marinn Mise,, IV Bengal Mert, 570 Coast & Bay 3
Lo Bk, VIII, p. 232 Williamson 11, | I 5
& = 1 Resolution ikl - o
o ] Bowden 160 Suarat
" " 52 Cmsar My o
At g 203 Jonss Frig. .|
Berk. Castle 050 Prinman
Caralinn sopr
Urange T
Walfare 204y i
L. Bk, VIIO, p. 266 Welcome Private ship
Andalusin - ] -
w802 Blesaing AR
Beare " "
16R7-88,
L. Bk, VII1, p. 2100 Roy.James& 670 Bombay
woow P33, 408 John & Mary 200 Surnt
W o o peD2R Shrewshury 200 Bombay
Join (150 v (Josia’s former
NAmME Wik
' Society)
= - 48 Princess of Den- 870 Coast & Hay
mark
' w480 Delence a0 =
(L Bl 35, p. 34 James 300 . Private.,
L. Bk. VIII, p. 812 Anne 120 = 300 (MM i
Mazine Misc., [V Dorothy £35 - maney
L Bk VIII, p. 340 Loy, Mert, 450 Prinman
" w 476 Mary 150 Bencoolen Privateskip
& w OlB Persin Mert. 70 - ol T
= w 452 Rainbow 200 Tonguesn
= w a6l Littlo James 80 Chinn - 1" :
1BRR-50, .*
L. Bl VIIL p. 544 IMana 170 Bombay ;
Marine Mise., TV Kempthom [ 11] .
Chandods i Fort
. k. 35, pp.i‘-lﬂ.iﬁﬂ Rochester 75 "
w140 Crown Permistion ship he
- w P 140 Endeavour v "

¥ Tonnnge is assumed.




354 LIST OF SHIPS

1650-00,1
Reforance. Ship. Tonnage. Destination.
Marine Misc,, IV Beonjumin 468 5t Heolona & Bombay
e 5% Herlert 760 Bombay
. Bl 35, pp, 228, 244 Laoy. Mert. 450 Permission ship
1iimsn-4il,
Marine Mise., IV Win. & Mary 170 Bomba
Orange Trea a5 Bencoolen
L Hlf. ”L AT King Willlam gl Bombay
, Bl 30, pp. 33, 30, 235 Dorothy 235 Fort
L. B IX, p 127 Tonqueen M. 130 Benooolen
¥ 142 Delence 650 China
0.1k, 36, p. 10 James 300 Permitted ship
1on1-82.
Ships mentioned below bn italics were aptured by the French during 160
to 166, Five ships more were lost up to May, 1068,
land's Almanack itthe Josiah i)t
k. i, p. 188 Sumuel 2002
e hae Charles 11 780 Bay
S i Samson MY
o 413 Berk, Caatle 50 Surat
Al it M el nn 80,
W B8 Elizabeth 280
1692-1663,
. Bk. M. a0, 178 Resolution 670 Fort
America M. 240
G, !r!. p 10 Prince Ann 70
Roy. James & M. 670
Hawk A0
Diefence 760 Surnt
169394,
England’s Almanack Keymore 200 | Private ship, Co.'n
Henry 3540 r share in it
. B 37, p. 10 Succeas 400 Coant & Hay
30, pp. 180, 1048, Mary 420 Persin & Bengal
Ell 213, 218, 220, 228, Nassau 5% Persia & Surat
232’ Daorothy 200 Amoy-England
L Bk IX, p. M2 Laondon Frig, 36 Coast
Thomas 40 Surat
Amit; 120 51, Helona & Bencoolen
umﬂ. 700 Coast & Hay
169405,
L. Bk IX, p. 972 Mocha Frig. 1 Mocha & Surat
C, Bk. 37, pp. 108-0 Sarak Wi {assamed )
L. Bk. IX, p. 342 Benjumin 470 Surat
C. Bk. 38, p. 200 Tunquun M. 280 I
w 35, 10 Hﬁl 250  Bengal
Amﬂn 240 Surat
w30, p. 264 King Willam 720 Fort
o R Russel Frig. s,
' The returns of ships for the 1680 to 1700 detailed hero differ
from those of the Ra MR A 202 of the Bodleian Lib, 1 have
ven the sources of my and henoe the list of that M5, must



Reference.
. Ble. 37, p. 33
38, p, 298
England's Almanack
0. Bk. 37, p. 33

45b

Tannage. Destination.

LIST OF SHIPS
1 GO0,
Ship.
Defencs Bl
Huiekn 4040
Jn. dr Expreas 2000
Dharill 1
Chambers Frig. 350
Charles 11 ki 1]
Booptre 360
Antelopa 470
Maynard 2001
Sampson 00

Surnt

Connt & Ray
Gombroon and Suray
Burat & Dombay

Coast & Bay

The names of ships in italics in the years 1604-5 and 1605-6 have been

adied by me to the list given in the England’

s Almanack, The Edward of

500 tons cught to be included, as it returned from India in Jone, oG

(C. Bk. 37, p. 10.)

HH-07.
England’s Almanack Bedgwick 100 Fort
E.L Mert, 450 Surat & Bambay
Madras 2 By
Sidney 00 ..
Amity 120 China
169708,
England’s Almanasck Tavistork 7580 Fort-China
Doroth 225 Surat & Bencoolen
Bedfo 76 Sumt
Namsan 400 Chinn
Trumball o,
Duke of Glou,  400*
asn
Harah Gal. MO
Martha #95 Coast & Bay
Anna 350 Bay
Fame 420 Coonst & Day
Engle 240 China _ Private ship
Thorndon 00 Coast & Bay
Wm. & Rich. %) Bornes Private ship
m
Thimas 380 Surat & Ba
Mary 40 Barat f"'rlniunhip
Mary 450  Hombay
Russel Frig. 230 Hombay
Bhrewsbury 180 Surat ~ Trivate ship
mlm.

Ref, for P Tona. Dhestination. -
Ang. st ‘Bucthurlt-{s‘.ll 00 Muscal wm
Sept., L. Bk, X, p 138 Northum d{o)* 2560 Bombay £33,700 I8 &
Nov. o Fleet Frigate (o) 280 (China 37684 83 T

m  w  Benjamin (o) 480 Fort 50,460 13 11
[ 1 Joaiah ‘l:l} 400 Bl-!' El.ﬂl! 15 0
Dee, T Sidney (o) 0, 01008 11 O

”;!Hﬁm:d-?uh hat different for the Old Co’w ships in
o] Are BOmew ar
L. B X, pp. 41112
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Rek. for Exports. Ship. Tons. Destination. Cargoes.
Dee., L. Bk X., p. 138 Groedow (o) 300 Bay £34,385 11 &
IR G T B Neptuns (o) 276 Fort MMe 14 B
- w XLp36 London (n) 400 CoastkBay 64,001 2 4
w  X,p 138 ArmenianMert. {o) 220 St Helenn 7,095 12 4
w XLpa5  Antelope (n) 468 Bay 62031 8 11

Feb. . X,pI38 ELMert.(o) 450 ,, 36,299 10 &
oo Seaptre (o) d00 Fort 2,600 4 0
P Xlp 36  Degraves (n) 60 Const& Ray 40,081 0 8
AR - Macclesfield (n) 280 China Not stated
w X138 Bedlord (o) 760 Surat B2704 7 & I
SR ) Hampahire (o) 400 s 41,607 18 & !
w XLp.47 Montague (n) 410 47,771 1 0 3
w X,p.173  Rohy (o) 460 Tersin & 40,083 7 1

Bombay "
w XLp57 Julian(n) 260 Borneo B,703 13 10
LE00-1700.

LBl X1 p ol Norris () 520 Surat 3061513 1

w pina Frederick (o) asn o, 42351 6 &5

v s g Loyal Mert. (o) 400 Bombay 40000 0O 0
" w . XLp.78 Rook Frig. (n). 280 Surt 036 0 0
vl S B Trumball (n) 30 Bomeo & 13074 0 0
China
. Herne (p) 200 India -—
L Duﬂ:ﬁmm{m 3 Chins
Cf. L. Bk, X, p. 311 {0) 240 Fortk 38,120 0 0
Chinn
Wentwaorth [n] o ., 38080 0 0
K.+ 600 . Fart T30 0 0
C. Bk, 38, p. 00 ﬂu-.hul"rig ru_! 35 Bay 561,656 0 0,
LBk X, pall Mudras (o) 260 Bombay 6,300 0 0
Howland (0) 400 Fart 45677 0 0
Fame (o) 420 Bay 00,377 0 ©

i P )] Colchester (o) 400 Fort & Bay 05885 0 0

wnow 0 Anna (o) 350  Bay 2004 0 0

" w81 Tavistork (o) 760 Sarat 73,713 0 D

w ALplls Eaton (n) 340 China 3500 0 0

TuscanGal (n) 220 Coast & Bay —

e w135 Tankerville (n) 430 N w  BRGH0 0O 0

o s 148 Bommers (n) 480 g w S5505 0 0O

e Panther {n) 150  Borneo 4416 0 ©

“ w I5T Liampa (n) 1y Japan 3,780 0 0

w1 Canterbury (n) 350 Fort 24808 0 0

P | Albemarle (n) a60 Sorat 34177 0 0

ﬂﬁf ﬂ' 17001701,
i & Shi
L Bk X, p. 212 pany’ Suras £01,764
C. Bk. 35, pp. 101, 205 ‘i'I.ﬂ:-mhl 0 . 15,0001

"o 125,135  Advire Frig. 130 Fort 10,000+

" ey 156, 188  Phonix 00, © 50,000
L. Bk X, p. 424 Dashwood 320 Coast & lhr 40,000

"!" P.'l."l?m HIIF. “'u denotes Old Oa, “t‘;':

'HE of exXports are Mn-whi. oront
ihl lllip Bl X, pp.l-i 1-12,

! Monoy.
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Ral, for Exporta. - Ship. Tons, Destination.  Coargoes.
. Bk 38, pp, 1656, 173 Bedford 760 Bay £100, 000
S Sidney 475 China & Coast (0,000

W ot Northumberlsnd 250, e 20,0000
T Hampshim a6, o 60,000

S Loy :m Loyal Cooke 30 . “ @913
oo pp.ltl:.'s 188 Dutchess 4540 " . (UL

w® W Jogiah 600 China & Bay 00,0040

New Company's S.'nps

L. Bk. X1, p. 202 Bornea® o0 Hm 3,874
I T Rising Eagle My 4,00
VR Sealonl 240 China 31,208
L] e 228 Dllull‘ﬂ'l‘l‘l'}’ o Mochs 6,367
e 240 Sarnh Gal. 275 China 50,611
fom S 240 Chins Mert. 170 - 20,023
St 233 Rizing Sun 140 o 15,873
AlEs 260 Streathem 350 Coant & Bay 4,101
e pi Neptune China 40 485
w w230 Bongal Mert. 300 Const ), 005
W S Degrave 300 Const & Bay 14, 700"
s a1 Katherine 405 Hay 12,0600
P 285 Sussannn 350 Surat 33,583

1701-1702,
Old Company's E.klps

(. Bk. 38, pp. 220-21  Herne Bombay Not given
TR ] 2 Ll'l'H‘I-I Hilina 35& Hurat =
W asp, 235 Armenian Mert. 200 Benooolen 5, i)
ek 233, 241  Aurangueh 450 Chins & Surat -
L] w " Chamber Pl'l‘- 350 China & Fort —
oz e M7, 382 Fleot Frig. 70 Ching & Surat 30,0003
Sl 348 Colohester 450 Fort Il 0K
o a & Wentworth 350 Hay (4,000

New Company's Ships.

L. Bk, X1, p. 203 Fobou 150 Burst 13,047
s 07 Upton Gal. 180 Bay 20,551
W el 378 Tankerville G0, 0,01
L L Norris 600 Bay & Coast = 110,200
w w329 Arnbia Mert. HH* Mochs 401
L 388 Leghorn Frig. 170 Borneo No stock
(e 34 Panther 150 » 14,307
B B 300 Edward & Dudley 300, 4,052
T 401 Hm Fi 200 e l.ﬂlﬂ'
T nT Frig. 310 China 43640
e - 3‘42 H.-.l.ll.u ani . -Illl.m
e an8 Mucelestield Gal. 250 P 35,6
T 335 Canterbury 538 . 24,497
PSR tobert & o . 35,040

Nathaniel
wh oo an3 Unioan 140 " 20,543
I Tonnage is assumed, 1 Money,
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1702-1703,
New Company's Ships.
Rel. for Exports, Ship. Tons, Destination. Cargoes.
L. Bk, X1, p. 415 Kathering 405  Suorat 4l 190
e it 47 Mary d68 35,208
"o 407 Bamuel & Annn 300 Borneo 2,500
United Company's Ships.
C. Bk. 38, p. 323 Howland 400 Surat 1, (00
oo P 300, 418 Regard | LN
L. Bk. XI1, p. 112 M 300 Barneo 4,184
TR 1n &ll?nm 240 i S.120
T s Queen 320 1 Benooolen 16,0k
W Lt Anna 450 | = =
Marine, TH5A Rapier — "
Bk, 20, . 12 Glocester Frig, 350 = 15,000
L. Bk. XiI, p. 6 Northumberland 50 China & Bay 16,345
LU, 168 Sidney 400  China & Fort 20,106
LA Montague 400 Chinn & Sarst 16,504
e e an Streathem A5 China & Mochs 10,007
e 40 Itehess 450 Bay 0000
Marine, BU3A Tavistoek 75 | Fort
1701704,
L. Bk. XII, p. 128 Josiah 500 Surat 40,103
w e 104 Abingdon w0 30,0601
THR 268 Westmoreland 80 40,507
o o AN Martha 560 Coant & Pay 73,708
T =] Beipin aws0 . +. 01,548
Y T vt Keptune oE. L. o 47,130
W N 32 Eaton Fri 450  China & Surat 20,707
o Lays! Coo 330 Chins & Fort 30,001
e 115 Herne 350  Chine & Bay S0043
"o b ¥ Featherstons 150 1 St. Helenn & 175
. 271-13 Cmaar 380 [ Borneo 12,281
e 2a7 Lioynl Mert, 420 Bencoolen 11,842
B 70 [vaver 1540 Fat 5,447
R i T Donegal 240 Mocha 11,5
Ay e L Kent A5 China 41,440
TT0M-=1 700,
L. Bk. XII, p. 456 Hampahiro 370 Burat & Ben- LU
"
o wH 416 rmh A5 H“ﬂl lﬁ,'m'
w X1, p. 247 Europe 00 Surat & Persia 35,938
w XIIL p. 397 Wentworth 50 Bengal 0473 .
B 4 Loy. Hester a5 Be:)ﬂi & Ben- 38,160
il
P 387 Bomern 450  Fort & Hen. 00,727 .
B« eoolen

¢ L. Bk, XTI, p. 347, states the sum to be £30,089,
* L. Bk. XIII, P 47, mentions £67,608 on these two ships.
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Rel. for Exports. Ship. Tons. Destination. Cargoes,

L. Bk. XII, p. 238 Arabia Mert. 160 Mocha £8,000
woom 367 Catherine oM Borneo 6,558
W 338 Loyal Bliss 450 Chins & England 36,607
A 300 Todingdon 450 Batavia & China 11,815
o 430 Phos 350 Persin & Ben- 20,4768

ok
FARA a1l Panther 350 Bomeo 10,116
e al4 Nathaniel 250 Boncoolen 2,664
ki N a7 Jane Frig. 240 Banjar 4,024
2 - an7 Blonheim 280 i 0,067
1705-1706,

L. Bl XII, p. 557 Indian Frig. 100" Bombay 149
" e a4 Am“‘“h 450 . 47.216
— i) Tankervills 425 Fort #0510
W w B3 Halifax 360 Bay 55921
n = 481 Limm; 130 Mochs B A0
S 8 Ole quru 180 China 25126
o a7 Cariton . 275 Borneo 1,855
B 554 Little London 130 Private ship 3,000
O 054 Greater London 620 - - 4,000

1706-1707.

L. Bk. XII, p. 6ol Edward & Dudley 300 Bencoolen 8,41
o XIII, pp. 45, 54 Rochester as0  ,, & Helens 13,158
&9 » oyl Btringer Gal 290 (hina & England EI.TBI
T 118 Northumberiand 250 Borneo .0
e M ™ Bombny Frig. 500 Hc;hl & Bom- 8,110

y
* " 12 Kent a50  China & Fort 40,050
b (121 Bk G 420 Bay & Fort 73,206
e, Qb T4 How 400 s 73,433
T T0 Dutchess 430 - Li 73,000
1707-1708.

L. Bk. XIIT, p. 250 Streathom 350 Fort 56,088
P 251 Litchfield 420 . 62,400
{2 244 Homers 480 73,193
S $37 Despatch 1o, Advice vessel
w oo 2 ﬂ!rm' 350 Bay
R 284 ontague M,

il o T T Tavistock 650 Bombay 2,059
PAT M Abingdon R 32,435
g 37l Wentworth as0 ' B 480
s 373 Westmoreland 320 = 12,166
R Scipio a5 Borneo 11,210
" " 154 Annn adnlk o 12,

e L85 Danegall a4 China & Mocha 13,610
A ] Toddington o4  Chins & England 36,200
o 907 Recovery 330 Banjar 11,260
ey 172 Flest 320 - 0,083
L 171 Herhert 210 Muochs 10,051
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The List of the Company’s ships which returned home from the
Indies as far as the same could be traced from the Records :—

Yoar.
L1

to
1614,
118
1614,
1817,
1818
1619,
1620,
162].
L2z,

1623,
1624,
1625,
1626,
1627.
loas,
ez,

Likwo,
1nal.
1632,
103,
1,
1135,
1630
1647,
1638,
1830,
1640,
({518
L2,
1.
%
145,
1648,
1047,
1644,
1648,
AR
1651,

All the ships despatelied doring these vears by the Adventurers of
the Separate Voyages, with the exception of the Susan, Asousion,
Union and the Trade's Increase, safely returned home,

Hope,

Gift, Lion.,

Dragon, Peppercorn, Expedition, Clove, Globe,

Charles, Hope

Litile James, Bull, Anne,

Rtose, Lioness, Francis, Supply. (C% Bk. 4, p. 507.)

Royal James, Unicorn. (C!, Bk. 5, pp. ™, 07.)

Hart, Ros C Eagle, Star, Pa e, X
“Lmhmh Tharles, Eag lsgra {C. Bk, 5, pp.

Lesaer James, London, Jonas, Lion. (0% Bk. 0, ppe 1, 22, 93

Elizaboth, Dolphin, Exchange. (. Bk. 7, pp- 42, B5.)

William, Hlemsing, Buby, DHscovery, Moon, (O, Bk. 7, p. 117.)

Charles, Hart, James Royal, Jonas, Mary, Star, Seout.

Expedition, London, Reformation.

Mﬂ.zw. E;.nlt'. Morrin, Christopher, Palsgrave, William.

Blesaing, , Expedition, Hopewell, Hart, J .
- Ttk pedhi pewelly onas, Mary,

Londen.

Charles, Dikcovery, Jonas, Relormation, Swallow,

I.m-in_n, Pulsgrave.

Plessing, Hopewell, James, Jowell, Star, William,

Dalphin, Exchangs, Mary.

donah, Hart, Swan.

Palsgrave, Reformation, Discovery. . -
London, Willlam, Jewell,

Kone, &
Swan, Advice, Mary. -

Discovery, London, Willlam, Reformation.
Camnr, Crispinn, Jonas, Bwan, Hopewell,
Mary, William, London.

w Aleppo M., Reformation, Ulysses, Hlessing.

Crispian, Dolphin, William, Blessing.
Willam, O

m, Ulysses, Dolphin, Endymion.
lhqr_. Eagle, Greyhound, Antelope.
Gaolden Fleace, Aleppo M., William, Dolphin, Bonito, Adviee, Supply.
ﬁ:tl;wﬁ:n, Bleasing, Eagle, Ruth, Groyhound, Farewell, Anne.
Love, William, Gi. Flesce, Lionons, E.1, Merchant,
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Eagle, Aleppo M., Anne, Welcome.

Smyrna Merchant, E.L Merchant, Love.

None.

Welcome, Katherine, Eagle.

E.L Merchant, Constant. Mert., Merchant’s Adventure.

Three Brothers, Endymion, Mayflower, Eagle.

Constantinople Merchant from Surat ; Katherine and Jonathan from
the Coast ; Coast Frigate, Groyhound, Vine, Peter and Jane from
the Coast: Merohant Adventure, Reformation, Two Sisters,
Willinm and John, Little Baglo from Surat ; and King Fernanie,
Dove and Friendship were on their way home, (L B 15, pp
143, 184 ; Eng. Far., pp. 139, 171.)

Blackmore, Engle, Smyrna Merchant. (L. Bk, I1, p. 235.)
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