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PREFACE

The State of Bihar, like othsr parts of the country, is extre-
mely rich in its inscriptional material. But unforunately no serious
and critical studies of the inscriptions of Bibar have so for been
made by the scholars on the subject. Sri R.K. Choudhary’s 'Select
Inscriptions of Bihar', published as far back as 1458, enshrines within
its fold some of the important inscriptions from the state; but the
work is by no means a critical study of the Bibar inscriptions,
However, it contains a succinct and interesting account of the inscri-
~ptions of the state revealing their importance for the study of the
history. Dr. B. P. Sinha’s article ‘On Inscriptions of Bihar’, publi-
-shed in ‘Ancient Bihar’® on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee Cele-
bration of the Department of Ancient Indian History and Archaco-
logy, Patna University, some time in September 1978, brings out in
briel the importance and salient features of the inscriptions of Bihar.
However, these writings simply furnish us with a peep into the vast
panorama of the epigraphical potentialities of the Bihar inscriptions.
A detailed work, devoted exclusively to the inscriplions of Bihar,
is, therefore, a desideratum, especially for the serious researchers
carrying on researches on the various aspects connected with ths
history of Bihar in particular and of India in general.

In the following pages, an attempt has been made to present
a classified list of such inscriptions, and summaries thereof, which
are of undoubted historical importance, arranging them, as far as it
could be possible, periodwise from the earliest times to about the
middle of the 13th century A.D., the carliest of them being those
which were engraved by the order of the great Mauryan monarch
AfSoka. Archaeological excavations coupled with explorations and
chance finds have brought to light a sufficiently large number of
inscriptions from different parts of the state; but, by far, the inscri=
bed seals are more numerous, the majority of them having come
from the excavations at Vaifill and Nilandd, The seal inscriptions
(with a few exceptions) have, however, been left out purposely from



making the work unnecessarily lengihy, regard being had, as
already stated earlier, for the inscriptions which are important from
the historical point of view,

I must place on record first the deep sense of gratitude that
I owe to my esteemed teacher, Dr. B.P, Sinha, M.A., Ph, D. (Lond.),
formerly University Professor and Head of the Department of
Ancient Indian History and Archaeclogy, Patna University, Patna,
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M. Shastri, M.A., Ph. D., University Professor and Head of the Depa-
rtment of Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archacology, Nagpur
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and authority on ancient Indian inscriptions, who happened to see
the work while in progress, had expressed his approbation for it
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My sincere thanks are due to him for his words of encouragement in
this maiden attempt of mine. In the preparation of the present
work, I have received unstinted help from my former student Dr.
Chitta Ranjan Prasad Sinha, M.A., Ph.D., K.P. Jayaswal Research
Institute, Patna, in more than one way, for which 1 must express
my grateful thanks to him, My thanks are also due to Dr. 8. Malti
Devi, M. A., Fh. D,, Dr. M, C. P. Shrivastava, M.A., Ph. D.
and Dr. S.N, Sahay, M. A,, Ph. D., Readers in the Department
of Ancient Indian History and Archaeology, Patna University,
Patna, for their kind help and wuseful suggestions. And lastly
I must extend my thanks to Dr, Bhagwan Singh, M.A., Ph.D., for
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The inscriptions are doubtlessly among the most important
sources for the reconstruction of the history of ancient India. They
furnish extremely fascinating study into ancient history. Being
contemporary records of the rulers and others, they are more depe-
ndable and reliable than other sources. Even though some of the
inscriptions might be representing culogistic and exaggerated
accounts in praise of the rulers or persons by whose orders such
inscriptions were engraved, the truth hidden underncath such
accounts are nevertheless revealed by <enarating the grains from
the chaff-by subjecting the contents to critical scrutiny. The stare
of Bihar, like oth>r parts of th: subcontinent, is also very rich in
its inscriptional material, throwing welcome light not only on the
political but also on the social, religious, economic fand administra=
tive history of India in general and of Bihar in particular.

Archaeological excavations coupled with explorations and
chance finds have brought tolight a sufficiently largz number of
inscriptions from different parts of the state, such as inscriptions
engraved on  the stone pillars and rocks, stone slabs and copper
plates, stone and bronze images and terracotta seals, By and large,
the inscribed seals are more numerous, majority of them having
been obtained from the excavations at Vaidil and Nalanda.
The earliest inscriptions from Bihar are those which were engraved
by the order of the great “'auryan monarch Adoka. well known to
the history more for his pol ¢y towards the law of piety (dhamma)
than for his conque:t, on the mono'ithic pillars at Lauoriya Araraj,
Lauriya Nandangarh and Ramourva in the Champaran district, the
facades of the rock-cut caves in the Barabar group of hills in the
Gaya district and the rock over the hill Chandan . ir near Sasaram,
the chief town of the Rohtas district. Afoka's inscriptions on the
monolithic pillars in the Champaran district cont in only six of his
Pillar Edicts. The pillar at Delhi Toora is the sole example contain-
ing all the seven Pillar Edicts of the Mauryan mon.rch. These edicts
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5
were engraved when Aboka was consecrated (Wentysix years. They
refer to Afoka’s concern for the welfare of Ifis subjects in this and
the next werld, for the progresk of the daamma, and the instructions
in-charge of the borders like the Purusas,

to the government officers-1
yuktas, "Ajukas, Pradeikas and AntamahAm@iras, The first

pillar Edict emphasises his intens2 love of dhamma, his precepts being
«protection by dhamma, administration by dhamma, causing happiness
by dhamma and guarding by dhamma'.The second Pillar Edict contains
definition of the dhamma and describes works of public utility execu-
tedby him. The dhamma constituted *freedom from depravity, much
good, mMErcY, liberality, truthfulness and purity’. The third Pillar
Edict emphasises on the usefulness of introspection and n.entions
ke violence, cruelty, anger, conceit and envy as leading 10
depravity. The fourth Pillar Edict, describing the judicial policy
of the monarch, gives wide judicial powers to the Kajukas, while
the fifth Pillar Edict regulates the killing of the birds and animals
and bans aestruction of the forests uselessly or the living beings
therein. The sixth Pillar Edict gives important information that
Afoka began engraving the principles of dhamma when he was
anointed twelve years. From his Pillar Edicts, it is evident that
all the sects were honoured by him with honours of wvarious kinds;
and meeting the people personally, Adoka belived in personal mass
contacts and not only on rcports from his officers. ~ But'of special
jmportance is the Minor Rock Edict of Afoka found engraved with-
;n an artificial cave in the Chanoan Pir hill, forming one of the last
spurs of the Kaimur range, near Sasaram, wherein, as in the Ripa-
afitha version, it is stated that Afoka became more zealous towards
dhamma since more than one and a half years and ‘made men
mingle with gods. The inscription records both in figures and
words 256 nights of tour.

Though personally a follower of Buddhism, Afoka was tolerant
to other religious faiths. His three inscriptions are found engraved
at the entrances of the caves in the Barabar hill, according to which
the caves were excavated bythe order of the famous Buddhist
monarch for the use of the Ajivakas, the followers of Gosala, a
rival of the Buddha. No beiter proof of the faithful execution of

passions li
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the proclaimed policy-of religious toleration can be found. From
the second Barabar cave inscription, we learn that the hill was then
known by the name of ‘Khalatika Parvata®’. The third cave inscrip-
tion corroborates the Buddbist practice of sojourning during the
rainy season, for the third cave was excavated for use as shelter
during the rainy season. There are three cave inscriptions of the
time of DaSaratha, the grandson of Afoka, ons in the Barabar
hill and two in the Nagarjuni hill close by, showing that the three
caves excavated by his order were also donated tothe Ajivakas.
It is, however, difficult to say if he was also pursuing the religious
policy of his grandfather Adoka or he himself was attracted towards
the Ajivaka sect; but thereis no denying the fact that even in the
hey day of Buddhism, the Ajivakas were a prominent sect in
Magadha and were patronised by the Mauryan rulers,

There are two inscriptions found engraved on the Yaksa images
from Patna. According to K. P, Jayaswal, they contain the names
of ancient rulers of Magadha, Ajdtafatru, Nandin and Uddyin.
His readings have, however, been contested and the inscriptions
are palacographically placed in the post-Mauryan period. Two
mutilated inscriptions from the Maniyiira Matha at Rajgir mention
the hill named Vipula, R#jd Srenika, Maninfiga and Bhagini
Sumdgadhd. The inscriptions, datable in the Ist-2nd century
A. D, seem to record some earlier historical tradition.

An interesting clay seal from Basarh (Vai§ill) found in course
of excavations in 1913-14, bears the name of Mahadevi Prabhudimi
described as the daughter of the Mahaksatrapa SvAmi Rudrasifaha
and the sister of the Mahdksatrapa SviAm7 Rudrasena. These two
Saka chiefs are known to have been ruling in Ujjain in the last
quarter of the 2nd and the first half of the 3rd centurics A. D, No
mention is made of her husband, suggesting thereby that he must
not have been as significant as her father and brother.  Since the
seal does not appear to have come from outside, it has reasonably
been presumed that she lived in Vaiéd'7 with her husband, who may
have been a Murunda chief ruling in  Vai§311 at that time. The séal
adds a new dimension to the theory of the possible Saka-Murunda
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rule in North Bihar, and possibly also in South Bihar after the
breakup of the Kusiina empire.

We have a number of inscriptions from Bihar belonging to
the Gupta period. The earliest known inscription of the period is the
copper plate inscription from Nalandd dated in the 5th year of the
reign of Samudragupta, one of the greatest Gupta emperors, Issued
from the victorious camp at Nrpura (modern Nirpura about 2.5
kms. west of Ndlandd), it records the grant of two villagestoa
Brihmana. At the end, the name of the prince Chandragupta
occurs as the didtaka of the charter. The greater pcrtion of the
writing being obscure or lost, the details regarding the grant cannot

be ascertained definitely. Another copper plate inscription dated
in the 9th year of the reign of the same Gupta monarch was found

at Gaya. It records the grant of the village Revatikd in the Gaya-
visaya, and mentions it to have been issued from the victorious
camp at the city of Ayodhya. In tenor, script and language, both
the dccuments are practically identical. Unfortunately both the
inscriptions are regarded as ancient forgeries, while the seals alta-
¢ied to the copper plates are believed to be genuine. The forgeries,
if true, present a sad commentary on the morality of the time.

An interesting inscribed seal comes from Vai$dli which
belongs to the Mahddevi Dhruvasvdmini, who is mentioned as the
queen of the Mah@rdjidhirdja Chandragupta and the mother of
the Mabdrdja Govindagupta, suggesting thereby that the queens in
the period enjored the privilege of having their own seals. The seal
further shows that the Gupta rule continued the Mauryan practice
of appointing their sons as the governors of the provinces. Govinda-
pupta subsequently became the governor of M3lwa under Kumdra-
pupta T Th re is yet another seal from VaiSalt which bears the legend
‘t;hatotkachaguprasya’. This Ghatotkacha i certainly not Mahdrdja
Gh:totkachu, the father of Chandragupta I, but a Gupta prince
stationed in Vai$ait at that time,

An inscription of considerable historical importance is the
Bihar pillar inscription from Fiharsharif, now housed in the Patna
Museum. [Itis in two parts. From the mention of Skanda and

s e -
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Karttikeya and the Divine Mothers, the first part seems to have
belonged to the Saiva form of worship inits S3kta or Tantrik
development. The inscription has been attributed to Skandagupta
by J. £, Fleet; but, according to B, p. Sinha, it should be assigned
to Purugupta or more probably to ope of his sons, Buddhagupta
or Narasihhagupta. The Nilanda seals of Narasimhagupta and
Kumdragupta confirm the Gupta genealogy from Purugupta to
Kumdragupta III. The Nilandi seal of Purugupta is important
for it shows himto be the son of Purugupta, a fact hitherto
unknown, The Nilandg seal of Visnugupta takes the Gupta
gencalogy one genmeration later as Visnugupta was the son of
Kumaragupta II1.

A copper plate inscription from Nandapur in the Monghyr
district recording the sale of some fallow land is of particular
interest for though the District Officer was himself the applicant
for the land, he had to comply rigidly with all the points of the
standard procedure. This reflects to what extent the normal rujes
could not be by passed even by the privileged. The inscription is
dated in the Gupta year 169, i. e. 488-89 A, D., when Buddhagupta
may ceriainly have been the ruler; but the non-mention of the
monarch’s name ia the inscription raises doubt and one wonders
ifitis not indicative of the weakening of the Gupta hold on the
region. However, it throws welcome light oa the procedure followed
with regard to the sale of land,

A unique terracotta sealing recovere.| in course of excavations
at Kumrah@ra bears the legend in the Gupta characters 'ﬂrf-ﬂrﬂs}fﬂ*
vm-!re-b&rk;u-;m};g#am'. attesting to the existence of a monastery-
cum-sanatorium at Kumrahfira (Pataliputra). Tt js quite possible
one of the monsteries at Kumrahfira may have been the Arogya
Vihara referred to in the inscriptio~, It affords striking confirmas
tion of Fa-hiens aczount of the existence of free hospitals in
Pataliputra - during the reign period of Chandragupta IT Vikrama-
ditya, This short insription is also regarded as one of the many
indirect evidences in favour of Supposing Pataliputra as being the
capital of the Gupta empire.
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The Bodhgaya stone inscription of Mab@naman 1L dated in
the year 269 (G.E.), ie. 588-89 A.D. records the construction of a
mansion of the Buddha at the Bodhimanda. Mah@ndman
was a Buddhist monk from Ceylon. He also installed a statve
of the Buddha at Bodhgaya, as is attested to by the
inscription appearing on the pedestal of the image itself. These
inscriptions indirectly confirm the tradition that the king Megha-
varna of Ceylon was granted permission by the Gupta monarch
Samudragupta to construct a monastery for the Ceylonese pilgrims
at Bodhgava.

The & aukharls came into prominence after the decline
impzrial Guptas. Their antiguity is however, borne out by a clay
seal from Gaya bearing the legend ‘Mokhalipari’ (of the Mokhalis
or Maukharis) in the ASokan Brahmi script of the 3rd century B.C.
suggesting further very old connection with the Gaya region. That
a family of the MaukharT feudatories ruled later in the Gaya rigion
is proved by three short inscriptions in the Barabar and MNagarjuni
hill caves found insctibed in the characters of the 5th century A.D,
The inscriptions introduce the king YajBavarman, his son Sardula-
varman and his son Anantavarman. Sdrdulavarman is expressly
called *sdmanta-chitigdmapi’ (crest jewel of vassal chiefs) in the
Barabar hill inscription of his son, which also informs that the hill
was then known as *Pravaragiri’.

But the family which was destined to play a distinguished
role in the history of Northern India was that of the Later Guptas
of Magadha. The Aphsad stone inscription of Adityasena, found in
the Mawada district, introduces a ruling dynasty of ‘Magadha trom
Krsngupta to Adityasena. The third member of the dynasty
Jivitagupta made his fofluence felt in the north in the Himalayan
region and in the south-east in Bengal where the Gaudas were
coming up just at that time. His son Kumaragupta fought and
defested TéAnavarman, the Maukhari ruler of Kanauj, who was
trying to expand his influence in the east. The Maukhari-Gupta
rivalry is known to have continued for several generations. Mahd-
senagupta, the grandfather of Adityasena, defeated Supratisthita-
varman, known to be the king of Kimaripa from the Nalandd

of the
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seal inscripion of Bh@skaravarman. To counter the Muaukhary
offensive, Mah8senagupta sought the friendship of the rising faqﬂly
of the Vardhanas of Thine§vara by marrying his sister ‘Makd-
senaguptd to the grandfather of Harsavardhana. But the MaukharTs
succeeded in occupying Magadha which is proved by the discovery
of the seals of the Maukhar kings Sarvavarman, his son Avantivar-
man and his son Suva or Sucha at Nilandd. The Deo-Barundrak
inscription of Jivitagupta 1T makes mention of Sarvavarman, Avanti-
varman and another name ending in *varman’ as the supreme lords
of Siinagara-bhukti (Pataliputra division). The Aphsad inscription
also records the construction of a Visnu temple by Adityasena,
the building cf a religious college or monsstery by his mother
Srtmatt and the excavation of a tank by his wife Konadevi, Recent
excavalions of the mound at Aphsad, supposed to be representing
the 1uins of the Vispu temple, have revealed a number of stucco
panels depicting the RAmdyanic scenes which may have originally
decorated the temple. The Mand3@ra hill inscriptions of the time
of Adityasena in the Bbagalpur district refer to the 'exc. vation
of a tank by his queen and the setting up of an image of VarZha-
Visnu for the acquisition of religious merit. The Shahpur Sun-image
inscription of the time of Adityasena in the Nilandd district,
which records the installation of the image in the great “agrahdra’ of
Nalanda by the army commander ¢dlapaksa in the reign of the
king, is the only Leter Gupta inscription dated in the year 66 of
Harga era commencing in €06-07 A.D. The Mangaraon copper plate
inscription in tke Bhojpur district is dated in the 17th regnal year
of Visnugupta, a Later Gupta king, vwho was the son of Devagupta
and the grandson of Adityasena. It tecords the gift of a ‘pala’
of oil for burning lamp before the image of lord Subhadre$vara
in the temple of Mitra KeSava in the time of Visnugupta. The
Dec-Barundrak ioscription in the Bhojpur district is of con iderable
importance for it carries the genealogy of the Later Guptas down
tof Jivitagupta II and records the grant of the village of Varunikd
or Kiforavitaka to the temple of the holy god Stirya under
the name of Varunasvamin,

Yafovarman of Kanauj is learnt from the Gaugdaveho of
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VAkpatirdija to have defeated the king of Magadba twice. This is
further corroborated from the discovery of his stone inscription at
Nilandd, which furnishes a glorious account of the monasteries
there, and records various gifts, as specified in the inscription
itself, being made by Maldda, a son of the minister of the king,
described as Tikina (Turki Tegin), the lord of the North and the
chief of the Guardians of the Passes, to the temple which the king
BAAditya had erected at Ndlandd in honour of the son of Suddho-
dana, i.e. the Buddha.

A sufficiently large number of inscriptions of the Fila pericd
have been found from different parts in Bihar. In ancient times,
the fortunes of Bengal were closely linked up with h.agadha. The
end of the Later Guptas led to political anarchy in the land, which
was brought to an end by the pzople who assembied togeth r and
chose Gopéla as their monarch. His son Dharmapdla ruled over
both Bihar and Bengal. According to his Khalimpur inscription,
Pataliputra continued enjoying its strategic position in the riverine
trafic of the lower Gangetic plain. His Ndlandd copper plate
inscription records the grant of the village UttarAma in the Gaya-
visaya to a Buddhist monk. An inscription ol his time dated in
the 26th year of his reign found at Bodhgaya records the installation
of a four-faced Mah@deva (Chaturmukhi Lihga) in Champd@sayatana
within the Bodhgaya temple complex by one Keéava, the son of a
sculptor mamed Ujvala, and also the excavation of a tank by him
at a cost of three thousand drammas. The cedication of a Brahmani-
cal temple at Mahdbodhi, regarded as the greatest place of the
Buddhist pilgrimage, is worthy of note. It suggests undoutedly
the policy of religions toleration pursued by Dharmapdla. A
fragmentary stone inscription of the ume of D :armapdla is found
inscribed on the rim of a sculptured gripa® at Nilandd. The inscrip-
tion, which records the construction of the stipa, clearly states that

'in theé construction of the monument, the local masons were employed
to work (atratyaih Silpibhil . dropitah), providing a peep into one of
the important aspects of ancient Indian architecture and furnishing
evidence in unambiguous term that Jocal masons were commissioned
in the work of construction of the religious edifices. The insceip-

U
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tion is though in particular reference to the Buddhist structure, yet
it can legitimately be inferred that conditions must not have been
otherwise in relation to the comstruction of the Brahmanical

shrines as weil.

A number of inscriptions of Devapdla, the son and successor
of Dharmapdla, have also been found in Bihar. A metal image
inscription from Ndlandd is dated in the 3rd year of his reign-his
earliest inscription yet discovered, It records the setting up of the
image by one Vikhaka (Vi$ikhd), described as the wife of Kala-
chiri-antaka. If the reading of the name is correct, it would
suggest that the donatrix’s hushand was a great warrior who distin-
guished himself by routing the Kalachfiris in the time of Devapila.
An inscription of his time, found inscribed on a bronze image of
BalarAima, records the dedication of the image at Nilandd in the
Devapdladeva-hatta by one Nisinghikd, the wife of Soujjeka. The
Ghosrawan stone inscription of Devapila records the construction
“ of a Vihira and Stdpas to the Diamond Throne, thus furnishing
proof of the religious zeal which animated the Buddhist community
during the sway of the Pdla rule. It also informs that Viradeva
from NAgrabdrd (Afghanistan) had been appointed the chief abbot
of Nilandad by Devapdla. The Monghyr copper plate inscription,
dated in the 33rd year of his reign, refers to the Kpmild-visaya in
the Srinagara-bhukti. Issued from the victorious camp at Mudgagiri
(Monghyr), it records that the king, who encamped at the place,
constructed a bridge of boats across the river Ganges. It also
describes the adventure of Dharmapdila’s army in Gafgisdgara,
Gokarpa (Karnataka) and Keddra (Keddranatha). The Hilsa stone
image inscription, incised on an image of Tdrd, refers to the great
Buddhist monk $ri Maiijufrideva connected with the Budlhist
Mahdvibdra at Nilanda. It is dated in the 35th year of his reign.
An undated inscription of his time from Ndilandd also praises a
monk MadjuSrivarmman of the Sarv@stividin school, described
asa great bhiksu of Nilandd. Just possible, MafjuSrideva and
MaBjuérivarmman may have been the same person. The Nilandd
copper plate inscription of Devapdla, dated in the 39th year of his
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reign, contains the important information that the Pila ruler, at the
request of Bilaputradeva,the iliustrious ruler of Suvarnadvipa, granted
five villages for the maintenance of the monastery at Nilandd which
must have been built at the instance of the said king of Suvanadvipa.
Biilaputradeva belonged to the dynasty of the Sailendras who held
the island of Java under his sway. The inscription is a testimony
of good relation existing between the Pala ruler of India and the
Sailendra ruler of Java.

Devapila was succeeded by SGrapdla in c. 858 A.D. His two
imege inseriptions from Biharsharif refer to the Uddandapura
Vihdira and mention that the consecration ceremony of the images
was performed by the oldest monk of the Padidkraman monastery.
Thus, before their installation in the shrine, the images were duly
consecrated by the oldest monk of the Buddhist establishment in a
ceremony specially held for the purpose. It is not improbable if
such ceremonies might have been observed whilz installing Brahma-
nical images. Both tge inscriptions of Si#rapdla are dated in the
2nd year of the reign of the Pila ruler.

Shirapdla was succeeced by Vigrahapdla I, the son of Jayapdla
and the nephew of Devapdla, who was followed by his son Nardya-
napdla. The Bhagalpur copper plate of Nardynapdla is a
very important histerical inscription. Dated in the 17th year
of his reign, it mentions the abdication of the throne by Vigrahapiila
in favour of his son Nar@yanapdla. It also mentions that Dharma-
péla was very much helped by his brother Vikpéla and had defeated
Indrarfija (Indrdyudha', captured Kanauj and put Indra's brother
Chakryudha on the throne of Kanauj. It also informs that Jayapdla
had conquered Utkala and Prigjyotisa (Assam) for Devapila, who
was his cousin. It further records the donation of a village in the
Tira-bhukti by the Pdla ruler for the upkeep of the temples of lord
§iva and for the maintenance of the preceptors devoted to the lord.
The village donated under this proclamation was made rent-free.
Italso attests to the prevalence of the Pasupata sect of Saivism in
Bihar. The Gaya stone inscription of the time of Nirdyanapla
records the erection of a monastery for the Brahmanical ascetics by
a man named Bhindadeva in the 7th year of the reign of the Pala
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ruler, It opens with an invocation to Visau in his Narasiiha
incarnation, and curiously enough it is at present outside the small
temple of Narasiriha in the courtyard of the Visnupada temple,
which wa. certainly built in the time of Nayapdla. It may evidently
suggest that the small temple of Narasimha was originally built by
Bhindadeva near the monastery and that it was rebuilt later on in
the time of Nayapiila, The Indian Museum inscription belonging
originally to Biharsharif in the Nilandd district, dated in the 8th
year of Nardiyanarsla’s reign, refers to the installation of an image
by a Buddhist sthavira (elder monk) Dharmamitra of Andhra

Piradesh,

During the carlier part of Nirdyanapfila’s reign, Magadha
remained under the Pilas, but several inscriptions dated in ‘the
regnal years of Mahendrapdla I prove that later on it passed along
with Northern Bengal into the hands of the Gurjara-Pratihdras.
Mahendrapala conquered both North and Scuth Bihar. His inscrip-
tions dated in beiween the 2nd and i9%th vyears of his reign have
been found from Ramgaya, Gunariya and Biharsharif proving, his
hold over the districts of Gaya and Nilandd. The Chotanagpur
region also camc under his sway, as is attested to by an inscription
of his time found on an image of T&rd at Itkhori in the Hazaribagh
district. The Dighwi-Dubauli copper plate inscription of Mahendra-
péla shows that in the last decade of the Sth century A. D., the
westemn part of North Bihar was already vnder the Gurjara-
Pratiblras. Issued from the camp at Mahodaya (Kanauj), it records
tbe grant'of a  village under the Viliyaka-visaya in the Srdvasti-
bhukti by the Pratibara ruler. Towards the close of his reign,
Nardyanapila took advantage of fratricidial struggle between Bhoja
Il and Mabipdla, the sons of the Pratihfira Mahendrapala I, and re-
occupied the region of Uddandapura. It is amply proved by a
brass image inscription of his time from Bibarsharif dated in the
34th year of his reign. Inscriptions of his son Rijyapdla, dated in
the 28th, 31st and 32nd years of his reign, have been found inscribed
on the bronze images from KurkihGira in the Gaya district. His
toleration towards Jainism is evidenced by an inscription dated in
the 2dth year of his reign found irscribed in aJaina temple at
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Nilandd. Rajyapdla thus further recovered his ancestral possessions.

Rijyapula’s successor Gopala 1T ruled over Magadha from
the very beginning of his reign. An inscription dated in fhe first
year of his reign was found inscribed on an image from Nilanda.
A manuscript of Astasdhastkaprajidpdramitd is known to have been
copied in the Vikramasila monastery in the 15th year of his reign.
His son Vigrahapdla 11, however, fell on evil days. His son Mahi-
pila I was, however, a powerful ruler of the dynasty. In his time,
the Pdla power revived again and his dominions included places so
widely apart as Patna, Gaya, Muzaffarpur, Dinajpur and Tippera.
His two inscriptions, both dated in the [1th year of his reign, have
been found at Bodhgaya and Nalandd. The Bodhgaya inscription
incised on the pedestal of a Buddha image records the donation of
two temples and the dedication of the image by a person whose
name is unfortunately lost. The Nilandd inscription inscribed
on a door-lintel records the renovation of the great Baldditya temple
at Nilandd in the time of the king after it was burnt down by fire.
The temple was renovated by a man named Biladitya, the son of
Gurudatia of Tailsdhaka (modern Teldrh), who had emigrated to
the village from KauS§dmbl. The burning of the Nilandd temple
has been attributed to the Vadgdla (Bengal) army, which rebelled
against the proto-Buddhist king, sacked the Somapura Vibdra,
invaded Magadha and burnt the Ndlandd Mahdvihdra, If the J
view is accepted, it will be one of the real examples of destruction
of the monasteries by the Brahmanical army of Bengal. The event
is supposed to have taken place in the time of Mahipdla I. The
Bodhgaya image inscription of Pirpabhadra records the coastruction
of a temple by him who has been described as the illustrious sdmanta
and the grandson of Dharma of the Chhinda family. It also refers
to Uddandapura where the temple was probably erected. On consi-
deration of palaeography, it seems 10 belong to the same period as
the preceding one, i. e. to the time of Mahipila 1. Mahipdla 1's hold
over North Bihar is proved by his two image ioscriptions found at
Imadpur in the district of Vaitdlr, both of them being dated in the

48th year of his reign.
There are some interesting inscriptions at Gaya belonging to
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“he time of Nayapdla who succeeded Mahipdla I in c. 1035 A, D.
“One such in-cription is found over the gate of th: modern Krina-
Dvarikd temple at Gaya. It records the construction of a temple
of the god Jandrdana (Visnu) by Viévaditya (known as Viévartipa),
the son of §tdraka and the grandson of Paritosa, in the 15th year of
‘the reign of the king. Another inscription of the same date, found
inside the small shrine of the god Narasimha, in the compound of
the Visnupada temple, records the erection of a temple dedicated to
the worship of lord Gadddhara by Vidvartipa (of the same lineage
4s in the preceding inscription and establi:hing an identity between
Vidviditya and Visvartipa of the two inscriptions). The Gadidhara
image inscription from Gaya, which begins with an invoeation to
the Sun-god and a verse in praise of him, records the erection of a
temple in honour of several deities including Maundditya and
Vijaydditya (probubly two uSpects of the Sun-god) by the same
ViévarGpa. It s, however, difficult to say whether tiis inscription
too was dated inthe I5ihyear of the reign of the Pila ruler
MNayapila.

Nayapala was succeeded by Vigrahapdla Il inc. 1050 A, D,
The Gaya Aksayavata inscription dated in the 5th year of his reign,
records the erection of two temples of Siva-one called Vatefa at
the aksayavata and the other cilied Prapitimahe$vara close by.
These temples were also consirucied by the same Viévaditya or
VisvarGpa. The Kurkihira image inscriptions of Vigrahapila are
dated in the 3rd and 19th years of his reign. While his Biharsharif
image inscription is dated in the 1th year of his reign, the Bangaon
copper plute inscription 1§ dated in the 17th and the Nauldgarh
image inscription in the 'dih year of his reign. Issued from the
camp at Ka@fchanapura, the Bangaon inscription records the grant
of a villas to a Brahman in the Hodreya-visaya of the Ttra-bhukt,
The STta'd temple inscription of Gaya records the ersction ofa
temple cedicated to various deities including Maundditya (an aspect
of the Sun-cod), the excavation of a tank named Uttaram@nasa and
the establishment of a free-feeding hoise (sattra) near the aksayavafa
by the kiny Yaksapdla, who is described as the son of VifvarGpa
and the gr ndson of Sudraka. What is of particular importance
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is that the inscription has safely avoided to mention the name of
the Pdla ruler who must have been ruling then. Yaksapdla is
considered to be the contemporary of the Pdla ruler Vigrahapdla 111,
The non-mention of Vigrahapdla’s name in the inscription clearly
suggesis that the Pila ruler had lost his ground in Magadha to such
an extent that Yaksapdla had the audacity of defying his suzerainty,
though he continued enjoying his imperial status in North Bihar as
is proved by the Bangaon and Naulfigarh inscriptions dated in the
17 th and 24th years of his reign.

The death of Vigrahapdla 111 was followed by troublous times
owing to the rivalry of his three sons who aspired to the throne
and in fact did rule successively. RAmapdla came to the throne
after his two brothers Mahipdla Il and Strapdla IT inc. 1070 A. D.
He could have claimed authority over some paris of West Bengal
only. There was complete erosion of the Piila authority in South
Bihar. Mahipdila 11 bad not only lost Varendri to the rebellous
Divya, the chief of the Kaivartas, but also his life. Afga was under
Mathanadeva of the Risirakiita family and in Magadha Devaraksita
of the Chikkora family was the lord of Pithi who appears to have
superseded the authority of Yaksapdla in the Gaya region. The
Gahadavélas encroached over the south-western part of South Bihar,
which had formed a part of the | dla dominion., A new leudatory
family of Varnamina and Rudramdna rose in the Nawada region.
The name ending ‘Mdna’ reminds vs of the Dudhpanl rock inscrip-
tion in the Hazaribagh district referring to the king Adisimha of
Magadha, identifed as Adityasena of the Later Gupta dynasty of
the 7th century A. D, Adisithha is said to have granted villages to
Udayamdna and his two brothers who hailed from Ayodhya and
bad gone to TAmralipti,s It is, however, a remote possibility that
Varnam@dna and his son Rudramina of the Govindapura inscription,
in the Nawada district, were related to Udayama@na of the Dudh-
‘GaugeSvara’ referred to in the Govindapura
inscription could have been RAmapdla or his son Kumdrapila.
The Maner copper plate inscription of the Gabadavala king
Govindachandra shows that he was the lord of this region of Maga-
dha in about 1126 A. D. when RAmapila was already dead. He also
ruled over the western part of North Bihar as is proved by his Don-

pin1 inscription. The
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Buzurg copper plate inscription of the year 1119-27 A, D. Rima-
pila also lost Mithila in North Bihar to Nanyadeva, the Karndita
chief, who is said to have broken the powers of Vaiga and Gauda.
The Simrion stone inscription of Ninyadeva found at Simr@ongarh,
situated on the north-eastern border of the Champaran district,
just inside the territory of Nepal, is dated in 1097 A. D. It records
the construction of some building being made by him. His Andhrd-
thirhi inscription, in the Madhubani district, found inseribed on the
pedestal of a stone image of Visnu, records the installation of the
image by one of his ministers, Sridharaddsa by name, From
Bheet Bhagwanpur, in the Darbbanga district, has been found an
inscription incised on the pedestal of an image of Laksmi-Nariyana,
which simply gives the name of Malladeva, the son of Nanyadeva,
In the folk tales, Bheet Bhagwanpuris stated to be the capital of
Malladeva. The inscription is considered important because till now
there was no information about him, except a casual reference to
him by Vidyapati in his work “Purusapariksd’.

Ramapdla represented the last glow of the dying lamp of the
Pdlas. The disintegration partly arrested by his heroic efforts and
partly by the diplomatic skill of Mathanadeva, the king of Afga,
now tock a steep downward course. Ramapdla was succeeded by
his son Kumdrapéila, who in turn was followed by his son Gopila
II. Madanapdla, the son of RAmaplla succeeded his nephew
Gopala Il in c. 1144-45 A, D. A number of inscriptions of Madana=
pila have been found in Bihar from Nongarh in the Monghyr
district, Biharsharif in the Nalanda district, and Valgudar, Jayanagar
and Armg in the Monghyr district. In the time of Madanapila,
the feudatories asserted themselves, and the rise of Vijayasena even
resulted in his expulsion from Northern Bengal. The authority of
the Pilas was now confined to a portion of Bihar, where they
maintained a precarious existence for a short period, hemmed in on
the east by the Senas and on the west by the Gihadavillas.
A partially damaged inscription recovered in course of excava-
tions at Antichak, the most probable site of the Vikrama$ila Maha-
vihiira in the district of Bhagalpur, casts important sidelight on
the history of the period. The inscription introducss four genera-
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tions of kings-Ke$ara, his son Hamsana, whose son was S&hura and
his son Masanike$a. From the inscription, Shura appears to have
been a friend of king of Gauda, while he defeated the general
Sonaddma of the king of Vadga. Though the inscription is damaged
at vital points, it seems 1o suggest the failure of Vijayasena's
attempt to occupy Bihar from the side of Bengal. Madanapila
obviously befriended S@hura against Vijayasena, the king of Vadga.
SAhura was enjoying almost independent status during the period of
disturbed political condition in the area- However, the Sanokhara
metal cover inscription, found about 16 kms. from Colgong in the

Bhagalpur district, shows that the region was under Balldlasena by
the 9th year of his reign, j.e.c. 1167 A.D. The loosening grip of

the declining Pla kings is further suggested by the inscription
found at Kandi in the district of Monghyr. In the inscription,
Ranaka Samudraditya, the son of Rapaka Nanda, docs not even
mention the name of his overlord who could have been Madanapala
or Govindapdla. Several inscriptions of the feudatory chiefs of
the GAhadavdlas have been found from Sasaram, Rohtas, Tilothu,
ete. in the district of Rohtas. The family of Mahdnpdyaka Pratdpa-
dhavala of Japila ruled over these regions. The Tardchagdi rock
inscription of Pratdpadhavala, dated inc. 1169 A. D., is of consi-
derable importance. It records the interesting fact that the Brah-
manas of village Suvarnabala secured a forged document by
fraudulent means in respect of two villages by bribing Deu, an
officer of the Gahadavdla king Vijayachandra of Kanauj, ruling
in between 115570 A, D. Pratdpachavala has, therefore, cautioned
his descendants not 1o recognise the spurious document, and collect
{he revenues and tolls from ibe two villages as usual. Even the
copper plate grant of Vijayachandra, declared as forged docoment
in the TArAchandi rock inscription, has been secured from a house
in the village Sunahara (or Suvarnahala) near the Tardchandi hill.
The TarAchandi inscription clearly shows that though Pratdpadha-
vala was semi-independent, he was obliged to recognise the suzerainty
of the Gihadavdlas, and that the king had the power to grant land
to any person he liked and appoint his own officers within the
territory ruled over by them. The last glimpse of the Pdla ruler is
afforded by an image inscription found in {he GadiAdhara temple at
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Gaya, dated, V, §, 1232, i.e. 1175 A.D. in the fourteenth year of
the ‘gafardjya’ of Govindapdla about whom nothing else is known.
Inscriptions reckoned in the Laksmagasena era have been
obtained from Bodhgaya, suggesting that the tradition of Laksmana~
sena's rule over Magadha persisted long after the end of his
reign., Laksmanasena is known to have won victories over the
Gahadavilas who may have even been driven away from Magadha.
However, Bihar was overrun and conquered by Bakhtiyar Khilji in
the year 1199 A.D. and many of the extant images and monasteries
were smashed and demolished by the followers of Islam.
Laksmanasena wus defeated by Bakhtiyar Khilji in Nadiya in Bengal
the following year. S5till the Sena dchdryas continued ruling over
the Bodhgaya region which was very often the target of the Turk
raids. According to the JAnTbighd stone inscription, found 10 kms.
west of Bodhgaya, Pithipati Jayasena, the son of Buddhasena,
granted a village for the maintenance of the Diamond Throne

and the monastery to the Ceylonese monk MatzalasvAmin, [he
inscription shows that the dehdryas with their names ending in ‘sena’

continued ruling over the region. They, howver, cannot be conne-
cted with the Senas of Bengal. It may be noted that the Armd
inscription makes mention of Achdrya Devasena, who was the
Pijhipati and a feudatory under Madanapdla in c. 1157 A.D.
Although we do not know about his immediate successors, it
is not improbable that Buddhasena and Jayasena of the Janlbighd
inscription may have descended from Devasena of the Armd inscrip-
tion. The JAnibighd inscription is dated in the 83rd expired year
of the Laksmanasena era (commencing in 1179 A.D.), i.e. 1262
A.D. Buddhasena, the father of Jayasenn, figures in a stone seal
inscription from Bodhgaya presently preserved in the Berlin
Museum. The Tibetan mouk Dharmasvimin informs that Buddha-
sena claimed to be the lor . of Magadha in 1234 A.D. He isalso
referred to as a ruling king in the stone inscription of .A.ﬁuhchul!g.
the king of Sapddalaksa (Kumaun-Garbawal), from Bodhgaya
dated in the 74th year of the Laksmanasena era, i.e. 1253 A.D.
ASokachalla’s another Bodhgaya inscription is dated in 1813 of the
Nirvipa era, i.e. 1274 A.D. This is the first inscription of its kind
from Bihar dated in the traditional Nirvina era commencing

in 543 B.C.
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In North Bihar, two inscriptions, one from Katra in the district of
Sitamarhi and the other from Pafichobh in the district of Darbhanga
are of considerale historical importance for they introduce hitherto
uknown ruling dynasties with the names of the rulers ending in
‘gupta’, The Katra copper plate inscription makes mention of
the king Jivagupta, who is described as the son of &r1 Ramagupta.
Both Jivagupta and his father are mentioned Paramamahe§vara
(great devotees of §iva) and are endowed with the imperial titles of
ParamabbattAraka Mﬂhﬁrijﬁdhirﬁja—hmumﬁvam. which may point
to the possibility of these sulers having belonged to the so-
called family of the Later Guptas of Magadha. On consideration
of palacography, the inscription is placed in the Sth century A. D.
The Pafichobh copper plate inscription records the grant of a village
by paramabhattiraka Mahdrijadhirdja Parame évara and Mahdma-
ndalika Samgramazupta, who is described as the lord of Jayapura
(Jayanagara near Laheriasarai) and the most devout worshipper of
Giva. The greatsr part of the inscription gives the genealogical
table — YajficSagupta, Damodaragupta, Devagupta, Rijadityagupla,
Krsnegupta and Sarngrimagupta. The dynasty claims descent from
Arjuna and is designated sSomavamil.' The mention of the Gupta-
variéa as referring to the dynasty to which the rulers enumerated
in the in cription belong to, however, suggests this royal line also
having some cognate relationship with the Later Gupta dynasty
of Magadha. On the basis of palasography, the inscription has
been assigned to a period not later than the 12th century A. D.

Before closing the study of the Bihar inscriptions, 8 few more
interesting inscriptions may be taken note of. There are two copper
plate inscriptions from Bagaha in the district of Champaran, both
belonging to the time of the king Sauryaditya stated to be the son
of Hamsardja and the grandson of Helavariha of the solar race.
Both the inscriptions purport 10 be the land grants and are dated in
1020 A. D. and 1026 A.D. respectively. What is of particular
importance is that in the second copper plate grant the name of the
donee is conspicuous by its absence. As suggested by the inscription
itself, this grant was merely an illustration, and not actually issued
in favour of any donee, rather it was merely kept in the record office
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of the king as a sample draft for being consulted by the scribes
while preparing similar other documents, The N&landd stone
inscription, which records the benpefactions of a Buddhist ascetic
pamed Vipulairimitra, opens with an obeissance to the Buddha
followed by a hymn addressed to the divine Dharmachakra and
Térd, and mentions that the ascetic made an offering of a casket
at a temple of Khasarapana for the Prajidpiramitd manuscript and
four images at its alms houses on the occasion of a festival, carried
out repairs to the monastery of PitAmaha, i. e. the Buddha at
Choyandaka and installed an image of the Jina Dfpadkara at Ham-
sapura. At Somapura, he built atemple of Tard, adorned with
an attached court and a tank, where he resided and reconstructed
a local monastery and presented a gold ornament for tke embellish-
ment of a Buddha image. Lastly, he also erected a monastery (most
probably at Ndlanda itself), ‘an ornament of the world surpassing
in wonderful manner the palace of Indra’ and made it over to the
Mitras, the line of the ascetics to which he himself belonged. On
consideration of palacography, the inscription is assigned to the 12th
century A. D. There is a stone inscription of considerable interest
which was found in the Jehanabad subdivision of the Gaya district.
Unfortunately the exact find-spot of the inscription is not known.
The inscription, which furnishes a detailed description of the family
of Haridharman, a Br&hmana of the Kaundinya gotra, records the
construction of @ Visnu temple at the village of Mera in Maga-
dha. Haridharman is credited to have constructed a temple for
lord Siva, made numerous gifts, composed works of literary merit,
dug tanks and planted fruit orchards for public use. He is also
said to have constructed another exquisite and big temple—a sky-
kissing white building dedicated to lord Visgu, shining broadly with
the banner raised upwards and appearing like a peak fallen off the
hand of Hanumadaoa, tired owing to his journeys, split up from the
mountain that was brought with the trees standing on it, in order
to cure the wounds sustained by Laksmana. His mother Subhatd
is stated to have added a tank to the temple. A village named
Vasudh@rd is also said to have been dedicated for the maintenance
of the temple along with ornaments, seats and cows. The villages
Mera and Vasudbiird mentioned in the inscription have, however,
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not yet been identified. The inscription is dated in the year 1057
of the Saka era, i. e. 1175 A. D.

The inscriptions from Bihar are thus of absorbing interest,
casting very valuable light on the political, social, economic and
religious history of the ancient period.



I
INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MAURYAN PERIOD
1

The Lauriyd Ariird] Pillar Inscriptions of ASoka:—
. The inscriptions are engraved on the Afokan monolithic pillar
which stards at Lauriyd Arfirdj, 32 kms. north-west of Kesasiyd
and 26 kms. due west of Motihari, on the road to Govindaganj, in
the district of Champaran. The pillar, which, according to V.A.
Smith (Afoka, 2nd edition, p. 147), was surmounied by a figure of
Garuda, measures 11.15 metres in height above the ground.

Language--Prikrit; characters—A#fokan BrihmT.

The inscriptions comprise the first six (out of the seven) Pillar
Edicts of Afoka, the first four of them being carved on the eastern
face of the pillar and the last two on its western face.

The inscriptions belong to the 3rd centary B.C., being dated iu
the reign period of the Mauryan monarch Afoka.

Reference: Hultzsch,E,, Inscriptions of Afoka (CII, vol. I),

Pp. xxviii, 141-45.
p ]

The Lauriyd Nandangarh Pillar Inscriptions of ASoka:—

The inscriptions are carved on the Afokan monolithie pillar
which stands at LauriyA-Nandangarh, 24 kms. north-west of Bettiah
in the district of Champaran. The pillar, crowned by the figure of
a lion, measures J2.06 metres in height ahove the ground.

Language—Prikrit; characters—AS$okan Brihm1,

The inscriptions comprise the first six of the Pillar Edicts of
Afoka, the first four of them being carved on the eastern face of
the pillar and the last two on its western face,

The inscriptions belong to the 3rd century B.C,, , being dated
In the reign period of the Mauryan monarch ASoka,
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Referencer Hultzsch, E., Inscriptions of Afcka (CII, vel. 1)

Pp. aviii, 145 3.,
3

The Rampurvd Pillar Inscriptions of Afoka:—

The inscriptions are carved on the ASokan monolithic pillar
which once stood at Rampurvd, a village about 52 kms. north of
Bettiah and 3 kms. north-west of Gaunaha - railway . station
on the border of Bihar and Nepal in the district of Champaran;
but is now lying in sita. Originally surmounted by the figure of a
lion, the shaft of the pillar measures 13.7 metres in length.

Language— Prakrit; characters— ASokan Brihml.

The inscriptions comprise first six of the Pillar Edicts of
Afoka, having been divided into two columns on the opposite faces

of the pillar.
The inccriptions belong to the 3rd century B.C., being dated
in the reign period of the Mauryan monarch Adoka.

Refirence: Hultzsch, E., Inscriptions of Afoka (CII, vol I), pp.
xviii-xix, 151-55.

Contents of the Pillar Edictst—In Pillar Edict I, Afoka has
emphasised on intense fove of dhamma, rigorous scrutiny, extreme
obedience, utmost fear and extreme energy for the promotion of
things of this and the next world. Through his instructions, this
regard for dhamma and love cf dhamma have grown and had been
growing day-by-day among his people. And his officers of all ranks
and so also the MahAmdAtras for the Frontier Kingdoms were capable
enough of promoting such ideals among others as well. His pre-
cept included: 'Protection by dhamma, administration by dhamma,
causing happiness by dhamma and guarding by dhamma.

In Pillar Edict I1, A§oka has defined dhamma and described
the work of public welfare executed by him, According to_ him, the
dhamma constituted freedom from depravity, much good, mercy,
liberality, truthfulness and purity. He also mentioned that he
gave gift of sight in manifold ways and conferred various favours
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upon the bipeds and the quadrupeds, the birds and aquatic animals,
even up to the boon of life, and expressed the hope that the people
would emulate his good deeds.

In Pillar Edict 111, Afoka has empbasised on the usefulness of
introspection (papivekhd) and pointed out that passions-such as
violence, cruelty, anger, conceit and envy led to depravity. Hence,
he wanted the people to see for themselves what were good to them,
not only for this world but also for the next world.

In Pillar Edict IV, there are two parts. In the first part,
Afioka has described the powers and duoties of his officers, the
Rijukds, stressing that his orders will be supreme. The REjuk®s
were required to look after the welfare and happiness of the people,
acting like a clever nurse engaged in bringing up the offspring.
They were, therefore, required to causes welfare and happiness to
the people and perform their duties with confidence and without
fear, and for which they were fully armed with the powers of giving
award and punishment to the people.

In its second part, Afoka has mentioned that men bound with
fetters or sentenced to death were granted three days’ time, duiing
which period they were entitled to represent their cases through
their relatives for being reviewed for remission from the death
sentence, or alternatively they could spend the period in giving alms
and observing fasts, so that they might win the next world, and that
the manifold practices, self restraint and liberality observed by
them might have also some moderating influence among the people
in ge=neral.

In Pillar Edict V, Afoka has mentioned the animals and the
birds which were declared exempt from being slaughtered, e.g. parrots
mainds, ruddy geese, swans, mandi mukhas, gel8;ds, flying foxes,
queen ants, female tortoises, boneless fish, vedaveyokas, gadgd pap-
upakas, skales, tortoises and porcopines, hare-like squirrels, twelves
antler stags, bulls set free, household vermins, rhinoceros, grey
doves, village pigeons, and tall quadrupeds which are neither used
nor eaten. She goats, ewes and sows having young ones and giving
milk, were unworthy of slaughter and so also those of their young
ones up to the age of six months. Cocks were not to be caponed,
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Husks containing living things were forbidden from being burnt. Fors
ests were not to be set on fire for mischief or injury to life, The living
were nct to be fed with the living. On certain auspicious and
festive days, fish were not to be killed or sold. On such days,
bulls, he-goats, rams, boars, etc. were not to be castrated, nor the
horses and the bulls were to be branded. At the end, Afoka also
makes mention of twenty-five jail deliveries having been made on
the occasion of the twenty-sixth year of his consecration.

And in Pillar Edict VI, Afoka has declared the motive behind

causing the writing of such dhammalipis, and al: 0 made his points
of view clear with regard to the relation between the king and the

subjects. It is also evident from this Pillar Edict that he had started
getting the dhammalipis written from the twelfth year of his consecras
tion for the welfare and happiness of the people go that they might
attain to the dhamma.

4

The Sasaram Minor Rock Inscription of ASoka :—

The inscription is found inscribed in an artifical cave on the
hill called Chandan Pir, one of 1he last spurs ol the Kaimura Range,
about 3 kms. to the east of Sasaram, the chief town of the Rohtas

district.

Language-Prakrit; characters— ASokan Brahmi.

The inscription, containing eight lines of writing, constitutes
the Sasaram version of the Minor Rock Edict of ASoka, which
contains rescripts on morality for the welfare and happiness of the

people.

The inscription belongs to the 3rd century B. C,, being dated
in the reign period of the Mauryan monarch Adoka.

Reference : Hultzsch, E., Inscripiions of Afoka (CIHI, vol 1)
pp. xxiv, 169-70.

5
The Barabar Hill Cave Inscription of ASoka :—
The inscription is carved on the eastern side of the entrance
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doorway of the SudAmd cave in the Bar@bar hill situated 26 kms,
due north of Gaya, the chielf town of the Gaya district.

Language-Prakrit; characters-Adokan Brihm1.

The inscription, running in two lines, records the dedication
of the (Nigoha) cave by RAjA Piyadasi (ASoka) for the use of the
Kjtvaka sect.

The inscription belongs to the 3rd century B, C., being dated
in the reign period of the Mauryan monarch Afoka.

References: Cunningham, A., Inscriptions of Afoka (CII, vol. 1)
p- 30; Hultzsch, E., Inscriptions of Afoka (CII, vol I), pp. xxviii,
18]-82-

6

The Bardbar Hill Cave Inscription of Aoka:—

The inscription is carved on the right hand wall of the entrance
of the Vidva Jhopri cave in the Bardbar hill of the Gaya district.

Language-Prakrit; characters: Afokan Brihm1.

The inscription, running in four lines, records the dedication
of the cave by Rujd Piyadasi (Afoka) for the use of the Xjivaka
sect,

The inscription belongs to the 3rd century B.C., being dated
in the 12th year of the reign of the Mauryan monarch Afoka.

References - Cunningham, A., Inscriptions of Afoka (CII vol.
I),p. 30; Hultzsch, E., Inscriptions of Afoka (CH, vol.I), pp. xxviii,
181-82.

-

The Baréibar Hill Cave Inscription of ASoka:—

The inscription is carved on the western side of the entrance
doorway of the Karpa Chaupar cave in the Bardbar hill of the Gaya
district,

Language—Prakrit; characters—ASokan Brihml,

The inscription records the dedication of the cave by Rajd
Piyadasi (Afoka) for the use of the Xjlvaka sect.
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The inscription belongs to the 3rd century B. C., being dated
in the 15th year of the Mauryan monarch Afoka.

References : Cunningham, A., Inseriptions of Afoka (CII, vol
I, pp. 30-31; Hultzsch, E,, Inscriptions of Afoka (CII vol. I, pp.
xxviii, 181-82; Sircar. D. C,, Selzet Inscriptions, pp. 75-76.
i

The Nagirjunl Hill Cave Inscription of Dafaratha :—

The inscription is carved on the left side of the porch of the
Vaplya (Vahlyaka) cave in the Nagdrjual hill, situated about two
furlongs from the Bar@bar hill and 26 kms, due north of Gaya, the
chief town of the Gaya district.

Language-Prakrit; cheracters-Afokan Brahml.

The inscription, running in four lines, records that the cave
was given for the use of the Ajivaka sect by the king Dataratha, the
grandson of the Mauryan monarch Afcka.

The inscription belongs to the last quarter of the 3rd century
B.C., being dated in the beginning of the reign of the king
Dasaratha.

References: Cunningham, A., Inscriptions of ASoka (CII vol. 1)
p. 30; Sircar, D.C, Select Inscriptions, pp. 17-78.

9
The NAgirjuni Hill Cave Inscription of DaSaratha —

The inscription iscarved on 2 sunken panel over the doorway
of the Gopl cive in the Nagirjuni hill of the Gay. district,

Language-Prakrit; characters-Afokan Brihml.

The inscription, running in four lines, is word for word the
same as in the Vahiyaka cave, excepting the name of the cave being
given here as the Gopikd Kubha (cave).

The inscription belongs to the last quarter of the 3rd century
B. C., being dated in the beginring of the reigo of the king
DaSaratha.
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References : Cunningham, A., Inscriptions of Afoka, (CII, vol.
I) p. 31; Sircar, D. C., Select Inscriptions, pp. 77-18.
10

The Nagdrjun1 Hill Cave Inscription of Daiaratha : —

The inscripticn is carved on the right hand jamb of the doors
way of the Vedithikd cave of the Nagirjunl hill of the Gaya
district.

Language-Prakrit; characters-Afokan Brahm1.

The inscription, running in four lines, is word for word the
same as in the Vahlyaka cave, excepting that the name of the cave

given here being the Vedathikd Kubha (cave).

The inscription belongs to the last quarter of the 3rd century
B.C., being dated in the beginning of the reign of the king DaSaratha,

References : Cunningham, A., Inscripiions of ASoka (CII, vol,
1), p. 31; Sircar, D. C. Select Inscriptions, pp. 77-78.

; 11
The Bardbar Hill Brahm1 Inscriptions mentioning ‘Gorathagiri’ -
The inscriptions are carved on the surface of the granite rocks
of the Bardbar hill in the Gaya district.
Language-Prakrit; characters-Afokan BrihmT.

The inscriptions consistinz of *one word only’ give the name
of the Bardbar hill as the *‘Gorathagiri’.

On consideration of palacography, the inscription may be
dated in the 3rd century B.C.

Reference : JBORS, vol. 1, pp. 163-64.
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INSCRIPTIONS OF THE POST-MAURYAN
AND PRE-GUPTA PERIOD

12
The Bodhgaya Railing Inscription referring to the Gifts of
Kuradgl i—
The inscriptions are carved on fifteen upright pillars and two
coping stores of the sandstone railing which enclosed the Mah&-

bodhi temple at Bodhgaya in the district of Gaya.

Language-Prakrit; characte rs-Brahml.

The inscriptions refer to the gifts of the noble lady Kurafgl
who, in some of the inscriptions, has been described as the daughter
of Jva and the sister-in=law of Indrigni-mitra.

On consideration of the palacography, the inscriptions may
be dated in the 2nd-1st century B.C.

References : Barua, B.M., Gaya and Buddha Gaya, Book I,
pp. 66-67; Mitra R.L. Buddha Gaya, pp. 182-83.

13

The Bodhgaya Railing Inscription referring to the Gift of
Sirimd :—

The inscription is carved on a mutilated upright pillar of the
sandstone railing of the Bodhgaya temple in the district of Gaya.

Language-Prakrit; characters-Brahm1.

The inscription refers to the gift of Sirimd, a female donor
from the Indrignimitra-prasada.

On consid-ration of the palacography, the inscription may
be dated in the Znd-1st century B.C.

Reference : Barua, B.M., Gaya and Buddha Gaya, Book
IIL, p. 67.
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14

Tie Bodhgaya Railing Inscription referring to ‘Nigadevi's
Gift' :—

The inscription is carved on the fragment of an upright pillar
of the sandstone railing of the Boihgaya temple in the district of

Gaya.

Language-Prakrit; characters-Brihmf.

The inscription refers to the gift of Nigadevl, the wife of the
king Brahmamitra.

On consideration of the palacography, the inscription may be
dated in the 2nd-1st century B. C.

Reference ; Barua, B. M., Gaya and Buddha Gaya, Book III,
pp. 67-68.

15

The Bodhgaya Railing Inscription referring to ‘Amogha’s Gifl’ :—

The inscription is carved on & cross-bar of the sandstone
railing of the Bodhgaya temple in the di trict of Gaya.

Language-Prakrit: characters-Brahmi.

The inscription refers to the gift of Amogha.

On consideration of the palasograpby, the inscription may be
dated in the 2nd-1st century B. C.

References : Cunningham, A., Mahabodh!, p. 16; Barua, B, M.,
Gaya and Buddha Gaypa, Book III, p. 68.

16

The Bodhgaya Railing Inscription referring to ‘Bodhiraksita’s
Gift' :—

The inscription is carved on a cross-bar of the sandstone
railing of the Bodhgaya temple in the district of Gaya.

Language-Prakrit; characters Brahm1.

The inscription refers to the gift of Bodhiraksita, a man of
Tamraparg] (Ceylon or Tinnevelly region).
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On consideration of the palacography, the inscripti-n may be

dated in the 2nd-1st century B. =

ningham, A., Mahabodhl, p. 16; Barua, B. M.,

References : Cun
Book 111, p. 68; Mitra, R. L., Buddha-Gaya,

Gaya and Buddha Gaya,
p. 184,
17
The Bodhgaya Railing Inscriptions referring to the ‘Gifts of Kuradgl
and Sirimd’ i—

The ipscriptions are carved on tWwo coping stones of the
Bodhgaya temple in the district of Gaya.

Language-Prakrit; characters-Brdhmi,

The inscriptions refer to the gift of Kuratgi, the wife of
the king Indrigni-mitra and the mother of the living sons, and the
gift as well of Strimd (Srimati), a female donor from the monastic
abode.

On consideration of the palaeography, the inscription may be
dated in the 2nd-1st century B. C.

Reference : Barva, B.M., Gaya and Buddda Gaya, Book III,
P 69.

18

The Rajgir Stone Image Inscription referring to Srenika (Bimbisira)
and Vipula Hill : —

The inscription is carved on the fragment of ared sandstone
part of a concave frieze, the back of which shows a pilaster (pro-
bably a Jaina sculpture) from the Maniyira Matha at Rajgir
(ancient Rajagrha) in the district of Nélanda.

Language-Prakrit; characters-Brihm!, Kusdpa characters
of the first century A. D.

The inscription mentions the names of the Vipula hill (Parvata
Vipula) and the king Srenika (R&ja Srenika).
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On consideration of the palaeography, the inscription may be
assigned to the Ist century A. D. (in the Kusdna period). We have
here thus a monumental evidence of the name of the Magadhan
king inscribed within some five centuries of his existence.

Reference : JBORS, vol. XXII, pt. ii, 1936, pp. 79-80.
19

The Patoa Yaksa Image Inscriptions 1—

The inscriptions are inscribed on two Yaksa images found at
Patna. The images bear characteristic polish of the Mauryan age
(and, hence, assignable to the Mauryan period).

Language-Prakrit; characters-Brahmf.

The inscriptions on the two images give the pames of the
Yaksas as (i) Yakhe Sanatananda and (i) Yakhe Achusarhgika.
Accordidg to K. P. Jayaswal, the images bear the names of the
ancient Magadhan rulers Ajitadatru, Nandin and Udayl (JBORS,
vol V, pp. §8ff.). But his readings have been challenged by scholars
like R.P. Chauda (JDL, vol. IV, pp. 47-54: IA vol. XLVIII, pp.
25-28) and H. P. Sastri (JEORS, vol. V).

R. P. Chanda believes that the letters belong to the Kusfina
period; while SAstrTis of opinion that they belong to the last phase
of the 2nd century B. C. It may be possible that the original images
belonged to the early phase of the Mauryan period, while the forms
of the Jetters suggest that the inscriptions were inscribed at a later
date in the post-Mauryan period, somewhere about the beginning
of ths Christian era.

References : ASR, vol. 1, pp. 1-3; I4, vol. XLVIIL, 1919, p.
25; JBORS, vol, V, pl, 1. a.

The Bodhgaya Inscriptions of Trikimala :—

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on the pedestal of
an old image representing the Buddha (still in his state of Bodhi-
sattva) at Bodhgaya in the district of Gaya,
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but not yet free from Prakrit forms such
etc,; characters-Br8hm1 gimilar to
aniska and other Kusina

Lauguage-Sanskrit,
as ‘patimd’, ‘stharatha’, ‘pujaye’,
the Mathura image inscription of K
inscriptions.

The inscription records the setting up of two lion-vehicled

stone images of the Buddha-Bodhisattva by Mahdrdja Trikdmala,
and also refers to the monastery named as ‘dmAtya-dhruva-vihdra'.

on the 5th day of the third summer

The inscription is dated
fied era; which, when referred

month of the year 64 of an unspeci
to the §aka era, gives the date as c. 142 A. D.
Cunningham, A., Mahabodhi, p. 53; Barua,

References :
IHQ, vol. IX, pp.

B. M., Gaya and Budha Gaya, Book III, p. 170:
417-18; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1258.

21
The Basiirh Clay Seal Inscription of Mahdevi PrabhudAma :—~

The inscription is inscribed on 2 baked clay seal, ovalin

shape, obtained from the archaeological excavations at Basdrh in

the district of Vai§aln.
Language-Prakrit; characters-Brahml.

The seal belongs to the Saka princess Mah&devl Prabhuddma,
on it gives her name and describes her as the
daughter of the Mabdksatrapa Rudrasimha and the sister of the
Mahbiksatrapa Rudrasena. (No mention is made of her husband,
suggesting thereby that he must not have been as significant a person
as her father or brother). Two specimens of the seal had been
recovered at Basdrh. i

On the basis of the palasography and also on consideration
of the fact that the two Saka chiefs were ruling in Ujjain in the
Jast quarter of the 2nd and the first half of the 3rd centuries A.D.,
the inscription may be assigned to the 2nd-3rd century A, D.

References : ASIAR, 1913-14, p. 136, no. 248, pl. XLVIL of.
also ibid., p. 141, no. 347, pl.XLVIIL.

and the inscription
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22
The Patna Terracotta Plagae Kharosthi Inscription :—
A short Kharosthi inscription is inscribed on an earthen plaque
found in Mr. Ratan Tata’s excavations at Kumrabdra (Patna)

in the year 1914 which exhibits the design of a temple usually
regarded as the representation of the Mah@bodhi temple at

Bodhgaya. The inscription runs Jengthwise from the foot of a
monolithic pillar, bearing on its top the standing figure of an
elephant which stands in front of the sanctuary.

Language-Prakrit; characters-Kharosthi.

The inscription is found to be a votive label recording the
plaque to be the gift of a member of the Kauthima family who is
described as ‘sarighadd@sa’, the servant of the Buddhist holy order
(Kauthimasa saiiighaddsasar kitf).

Sten Konow, to whom the credit of its decipherment is due,
is inclined to regard it as a pre-Kaniskan record, but, according
to Spooner, it belongs to the 2nd or 3rd century A.D. Though
scholars are not unanimous with regard to its date and even about

its genuineness, yet we have here ¢n inscription which may be

regarded as the only Kharosth? inscription so far found outside
the North West Frontier regions.

Refcrences : ASIAR, 1913-14, p. 87; JBRS (Buddha Jayanti

Issue), 1956, p. 277; JBPP, vol. 1, p. 162; Sten Konow, Ike Kharo:
S Inseriptions (CIH, vol. IN).
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23

The Bodhgaya Stone Image Inscription of Bodhisena :—

The inscription is inscribed in three lines on the base of a
black basalt headless image that was exhumed from one of the cells
in front of the Mah@bodhi temple at Bodhgaya. The image is now
missing.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Gupta Brahmi.

The inscription records the construction of a Buddhist temple
by the monk Bodhisena, an jnhabitant of Dattagaliah, in

honour of the lord Buddha, for the emancipation of his parents and
relations, as also of his teachers and inhabitants of Ahavagara from

the worldly trammels.

The inscription is not dated, nor does it refer to the reign
period of any king; but, on the basis of its palaecgraphy, it may be
assigned to the 4th century A.D.

References : Cunningham, A., Mahabodhi, p. 62: IA vol. 1%,
p- 142,

24

The Mandira Hill Narasiriha Cave Inseription :—
The inscription, containing eight lines of writing, is engraved
in the Narasimha cave on the Manddra hill, lying nearly 12

kms. to the south of Banka in the Bhagalpur district and covers
an area of about 67 cms. in breadth and 56 cms. in beight.

Lenguage-Prakrit; characters-resembling  those in the East
Indizn records of the 4th or 5th century A.D.

The inscription seems to refer to a devakula (shrine) and satfra
(free feeding establishmeut) of the Lord (i.e. Virdjoguhasvimin) as
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being the pious works of Vispudatta, who is described as a servant
(pidamala) of th: said Lord and a son of VisnuSarman of the
Bhiradvaja gorra, and also mentions that whatever was presented
by the people to the said religious establishments would go to
Visnudatta who constructed them. (It is evident that the ‘devakula’
is the Narasirhha cave in which the inscription was engraved and is
called in the inscription the ‘Virijoguba.’)

The inscription 15 dated on the 12th day of the month of
Bh@drapada in the year 30 (referrable to the Gupta era), and, on
the basis of its palacography and year mentioned in the inscription,
it may be dated in c. 349 A.D. (i.e. in the reign period of the Gupta
emperor Samudragupta.)

Reference : EI, vol. XXXVI, pp. 303-05,
25

The Nilandd Copper Plate Inscription of Samudragupta :—

The inscripiion is inscribed in twelve lines (of which five alone
are intact) on a copper plate (27 cms. X 23 cms.) which was discove-
red in course of excavations in the north verandah of the Monastery
Site No. 1 at ~d@landd at a depth of 5.77 metres from the wop.
Along with it was also recovered the Copper Plate inscription of the

Péla ruler Dharmapila.

Language-Sanskrit; characrers-belonging to the northern class
of alphabets,

The inscription purports to be the charter of the early Gupta
emperor Samuodragupta issued from the victoricus camp at Nppura
(modern Nrpura, about 2.4 kms. to the west of Milandd) and
records the grant of two villages (Puskara 7) by the king to a Brah-
mana, Jayabhatti by name. At the end, the name of the prince
Chandragupta occurs as the Dftaka of the charter. (The greater
portion of the writing being obscure or lost, the details rrgarding
the grant as well as the granter cannot be ascertained definitely).
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Regarded as spurious, the inscription is dated on the 2nd
day of the month of Mérgaéirsa in the year 5 of Samudragupta’s
reign; hence, assigned to the 4th century A.D.

References ; EI, vol. XXV, pp. 50-53; MASI No. 66, pp. 77-78.

26
The Gaya Copper Plate Inscription of Samudragupta :—

The inscription is incised in fifteen lines on one side of a
copper plate (20. 3 cms. X 18. 6 cms.)found at Gaya, the chief town

of the Gaya district.

Language-Sarskrit; characters-belonging to the northern class
of alphabets.

The inscription purports to be the charter of the earl;, Gupta
emperor Samudragupta issued from his victorious camp at the city
of Ayodhya and records the grant of the village of Revitikd in the
Gaya vigaya to a Briihmana ostensibly by Samudragupta.

Regarded as spurious, the inscription is dated on the 10th
solar day (without any specification of the fortnight) of the month
of Vai§dkha in the year 9, and may be placed in the 4th century
A D. in the reign period of Samudragupta.

In tenor, script and language, both the documents from
Nalan-a and Gaya (Nos, 25 aid 20) are prac ically identical to
¢ach other. Both being spurious documents, the dates mentioned on
the plates need not be takea seriously for historical purposes.

References - Fieet, JLF., Inscriptions of the Early Gupta Kings
and Their Successors (Cil, vol. 111), pp. 254-57; IC. vol. X, p. T1; 1G,
vol, XI, p. 255,

27

The Monghyr Stone Inscription of Chandragupta II ; —

The in:cription was found inscribed on a rock at'the Kasfa-
hérini-ghdy ai Monghye at the north-western side of the present fort.

Langnage-Sanskrit; characters-Gupta Br8hm1.
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The inscription refers to the king Chandragupta and ascribes
the foundation of the fort at Monghyr to the king bzlonging to the
Gupta dynasty; whence, the fort was also called the Guptagadh.

The inscription is not dated, but, on consideration of its

palacography, it has been assigned to the 4th-5th century A.D. f
such an inscription really exists, it would be certainly a very impor-
tant document, tracing the antiquity of Monghyr to as early as the

4th-5th century A.D.
Reference : Monghyr District Gazetteer,
28

The Basirh Clay Szal Inscription of Mahidey] Dhravasvimial :-

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on a baked clay seal,
oval in shape (with its axes 6.4 cms. and 4.5 cms.), broken in two
parts, obtained from the archaeological excavations at Basdrh in

the district of Vai§alr.
Language —Sanskrit; characters—Northern class of alphabets.
The seal belongs to Mahfidevi Dhruvasvdmint, and the ins-
cription on it gives her name, and mentions her as the wife of

Mahdrdjddhirdja Chandragupta (I1) and the mother of Mabaraja
Govindagupta. Three specimens of the seal had besn recovered at

Basarh,
On the basis of the palacography, the inscription may be
assigned to the 4th century A.D.
References : ASIAR, 19.3-04, p. 107; Bhandarkar's List No. 1544,

29
The Basfirh Clay Seal Inscription of Ghatotkachagupta :—

The inscription is inscribed on a baked clay seal, oval in shape
(with its axes a little over 2,5 cms. and 2 cms.), found from the
excavations at Basdrh in the district of Vaial.

Language—Sanskrit; characters —Northern class of alphabazts.
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The seal belongs 1o Ghatotkachagupta ard the inseription
on it mentions only his name (Sri-Ghatotkachaguptasya).
On the basis of the palacography, the inscription is assigned
to the 4th century A.D.
Reference : ASIAR, 1903-04, p. 107,
30

The Rajgir Cave Inscription of Mani Vairadeva : —

The inscription is inscribed in two lines in the Sonabhandara
cave at Rajgir in the district of Nalanda.

Language— Sanskrit; characters—Northern class of alphabets
of about the 4th century A.D.

The . inscription records that Muni Vairadeva of powerful
dignity was able to ‘obtain emancipation, having shut himself up
for spiritual enjoyment in this auspizious cell, a retired abode of the
arhantas, fitted for an a:cetic, for the attainment of liberation.’

The inscription is not dated, but, on palacographical ground, it
may be placed in the 4th-5th century A.D. during the Gupta period.

References : ASIAR, 1905-C6, p. 98; Gunningham, A., Mahd-
bodhi, p. 59; Ghosh, A.; Rajgir, p. 25

3
The Kumrahiira Terracotta Sealing Inscription of ‘Aropya-vihdra':-

Tte inscription is inscribed on & unique terracotta sealing,
slightly oval in shape, recovered in course of archaeological excava-
tions during the period in between [951-55 at Kumrahdra near
Patna. Divided into two halves by a thick - herizontal line, the
sealing has on its upper half the figure of a tree, probably Bodhi-
vrksa with a conchshell on its either sice, while the lower half has

the inscription in two lines.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—belonging to  the northern
class of alphabets of the 4th-5th century A.D. (Gupta period}.
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The inscription on the sealing reads “§ri-drogyavihre-bhik su-
savighasya’(the sealing of the monastic community in the sanatorium
monastery), attesting to the existence of a monastery-cum-sanato-
rium at Kumrahfra (i.e. Fajaliputra), and it is quite possible, as
pointed out by the late A.S. Aliekar, one of the monasteries at
Kumrahfira might bave been the ‘Arogya-vihidra® referred to 'in ‘the
inscription on the sealing. The Buddhist monasteries are well known
to have maintained hospitals or sansatoria; but this is the first
sealing of its kind yet discovered belonging to a monastery-cum-
sanatorium, This appears to be a striking conlirmation of Fa-Hien's
account of iree hospitals in Pitaliputra during the reign period of
Chandragupta 11 Vikramaditya. This short inscription may also be
regarded as one of the many indirect evicences in favour of suppo-
sing Pataliputra as being the capital of the Gupia empire. -

The inscription on the sealing is not dated; but, on the basis
of its palacography, it may be ascribed to the 4th-5th century A.D.

during the period of the Imperial Guptas.

Reference : Altekar, “A.8. “and Mishra, V.K., Kumrahdra
Fxcavation Report, p. 103,

32

The Bihar Pillar Inscription of Skandagupta :—

The inscription in two parts, with at least thirtythree lines from
the beginning preserved, is inscribed on a broken red sand stone
pillar, originally found in front of the northern gate of the fort of
Bihar, but was subsequently removed and set up on a brick pedestal
opposite the Bihar Court House. Presently it is housed in the Patna
Museum. The first part of the inscription comprising thirfeen lines
extends over the four faces of the pillar, while the second part,
from line fourteen onwards, covers its thiee faces only.

Language—Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets
of the 5th century A.D.
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The first part of the inscription records the erection of the
pillar (y@pa or sacrificial post), apparently by some minister, whose
sister had become Kumiragupta’s wife. It further records the ins-
tallation of an image of the god Visnu and the allotment to the idol
certain shares in the village of Skandaguptab ata and in another
agrahdra, the name of which is lost. From the mention of Skanda
and Karttikeya and the Divine Mothers, this part of the inscription
seems to have belonged to the Saiva form of worship in its Sdkta

or Tantric development,

The second part is a record of Skandagupta. Not enough of it
remains to show the form of the religion to which it belonged or
to indicate its purport clearly.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the basis of the palaeo-
graphy, it seems to belong to the 5th century A.D.

References: ASR, vol. 1, pp. 37ff.; JASB , vol. VIII, pp. 347f.;
JASE, vol. XXXV, pp. 2690, and 277f.; IQ , vol. X, pp. 170ff;:
Fleet I.F ., CIT vol. III, pp, 47-52; Sircar, D. C., Select Inscriptions
pp. 325-28; Bhandarkar’s List No, 1548,

33
The Nandapur Copper Plate Grant of the time of Buddhagupta:—

The inscription is engraved in nineteen lines on both the sides
of a copper plate (19 ems. X 11.5 cms.) whick was found fixed into
the wall of a miche ina dilipidated temple close to the site of a
§iva-litiga, locally known as ‘BGdhdn@tha Mahadeya® at Nandapur,
a village situated on the southern bank of the Ganges at a. distance
of about 3.5 kms, to the north-cast of Surajgarha in the district of
Monghyr, there being fifteen lines on the obverse side of the plate
and the rest on the reverse side.

Language—Sanskrit; characters — eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription purports to be a charter issued from the
village called Ambila, It records the purchase of four kulyavdsas
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of fallow land within the village of Jabgoyika, at the rate of two
dinaras per kulyavdpa by the Visayapati Chhattramiha, and its
transfer as a gift to a Brihmana to enable him to perform the five
great sacrifices, The name of the donee ending in ‘sdmin’ cannot
be made out with certainty; he was an inhabitant of the Nandavithi
and Khatdpurana agrahfra. The transaction took place curing the
reign of the Gupta ruler Bhuddhagupta.

The importance of the inscription lies in the fact that although
the District Officer himself was the applicant for the land, he had
to comply rigidly with all the points of the standard procedure,
This reflects to what extent the normal rules could not be bypassed
even by the privileged.

The inscription is dated on the 8th day of the bright fortnight
of the month of Vai§ikha in the Gupta year 169, i. e. 458-89 A. D.

Refertnces : El, vol. XXIII, pp. 52-56; JBRS, vol. L, pp.
126-29,

34

The Nélandd Clay Seal Inscription of Buddhagupta :—

The inscription is inscribed in eight lines on an elliptical
shaped clay seal having raised border, found in course of the ex:a-
vations at Naland@ in the district of Nilandd. The seal is badly

damaged, one half of it being broken and lost, only the proper left
being preserved and showing full face,

Language—Sanskrit; characters— MNorthern class of alpbabets.

The inscription on the seal gives the genealogy of the Imperial
Gupta dynasty right from Mabdrdja Srigupta, and mentions
Buddhagupta as the son of Furugupta and the grandson of Kumdra-

gupta (I},
The inscription belongs to the second half of the 5th century
A.D.
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Reference MASI No. 66, p. 64,
3s

The Nilandd Clay Seal Inscription of Narasinihagupta -—

The inscription is inscribed on a fragmentary seal in reddish
baked clay found from the excavations at Nilandi in the district
of Nilanda.

Language~Sanskrit; characters—Northern class of alphabets.

The inscription on the seal gives the genealogy of the Imperial
‘Gupta dynasty right from Mabfirija Srigupta and mentions Nara-
simhagupta ¢s the son of Purugupta and the grandson of Kumdra-

gupta (I).
Reference : MASI No. 66, p. 65,
36

The Nilands Clay Seal Inscription of Kumaragupta III : —

The inscription is inscribed on a rather larger seal (11.5 cms
X 9 ems.) of baked clay and darkish in colour found from the
excavalions at Nilandd in the district of Ndlandd. In shape, the
seal is almost identical with the Bhitarf seal (JASB, vol. LVIII,
1889 , pp. 54ff.), though smaller in size.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—MNorthern class of alphabets.

The inscription on the séal traces the genealogy of the Imperial
‘Gupta dynasty right from Mab@rija Srigupta and mentions Kumdra-
gupta (IIT) as the son of Narasimhagupta and the grandson of
Purugupta.

The inscription belongs to the first half of the 6th century
A. D.

Reference : M ASI No. 66, pp. 65-66.
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The Nilandd Clay Seal Inscription of Vainyagupta : -

The inscription is inscribed on a triangular frgament of baked
red clay from the bottom portion of a seal found in course of the
excavations at Nilandi in the district of Nulandd, showing parts
of the last four lines only with a trace of an akgara of the fifth

line from the bottom,
Language — Sanskrit; characters—Northern class of alphabets.

The inscription on the seal, written in well executed minute
Jetters in low relief, does not give any proper name except that of
Vainygupta. _ ntial i ofab

The inscription belongs to the end of the Sth or the beginning
of the 6th century A, D. ;

Reference . MASI No. 66, p. 67.

38

The Nilandi Clay Seal Inscription of Visnugupa :—

The inscription is inscrited on a much mutilated terracotta
seal, oval in shape, found in the excavations from the Monastery
Site No. 1 at Niland3 in the district of Ndlandi. It is fragmentary
and only a quarter of the original seal consisting of the lower
portion of its right half remains, the rest being broken and irretri-

evably lost.
Language —Sanskrit; characters—belonging to the eastern
variety of the northern class of alphabets.

The seal belongs to the Imperial Gupta ruler Paramabhagavata
Mahdrdjadhirdja Visnugupta, who has been mentioned in the seal
as the.son of Kumdragupta (I1I), the grandson of Narasimhagupta
and the great grandson of Purugupta.

The seal belongs to the 6th century A. D.
Reference : EI vol. XX, pp. 237=39.
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The Nilandi Brick Inscription of the Year 197 :—

The inscription is inscribed in fifteen lines on one side of
a brick, found in fragments, from the core of a Buddhist StUpa
attached to the main Stipa (Site No. 3) at Ndlandd in the district
of Nélandd, The size of the complete brick is 45.7 cms. X 255
cms. X 3.8 cms.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—belonging to the northern
class of alphabets,

The inscription gives the text of the Niddnasitra or the Prati-
fyasamutpidasiitra together with the mirodha portion, called here
dchaya and apichaya of the dharma.

The inscription is dated inthe year 197, which, on the basis
of the palacography, may be referred only to the Gupta era, thu®
bringing its date to 516-17 A, D.

Reference : EI, vol. XXIV, pp. 20—=22.

40

The Nilandd Brick Inscriptions :—

; The inscriptions have been found inscribed over two incised
bricks which were discovered at Ndland in the district of Nalandd.

Language—Sanskril; characters—Gupta script of a compara-
tively later period—of the period of transition from the Jupta to
the acute angled stage ascribable to the 6th century A. D.

The bricks contain the text of the Sifra (in duplicate), well
known as the Nidinasdtra or Pratifyasamutpidasiitra as well as its

vibhanga or divisions. The sfifra portion is found in the Buddhist
literature both in PAlT and Sanskrit, while the vibhafga portion is

clearly connected with the vibhadga found in the Nidinasaryutia,
The second brick (B) does not give any colophon, while at the end
of the first brick (A),we find only the Pratityasamurp1dali-samiptah,
The inscription, on the basis of the palacography, may be
ascribed to the 6th century A, D.
Reference 1 EI, vol. XXI, pp. 193-99¢
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41
The Amauni Copper Plate Inscription of Mahdrija Nandana : —
The inscription is inscribed in eight lines on one side of a
copper plate (measuring 14 cms. by 30 cms.) discovered in the

fields of Bhendiya Bighdi, a hamlet of mawz? Amaund, situated at
a distance of about 3.5 kms. north-cast of Daudnagar on the eastern

bank of the river Sone in the district of Gaya.

Language — Sanskrit; characters—belonging to the eastern
variety of the North Indian alphabets of the Gupta period,

The inscription purports to be a charter issued from Pudgala
and recorcs the grant of the village Mallayastik3 to a Brahmaga
pamed Taviss@min, who beloned to Gargya-gotra and was a
student of the Vidjasneyl-§8kid, by Mahdrdja Nandana, who
held the tittle of KumfrAméiiya and who describes himself as
“meditating over the feet of the king (deva) and his gurn.” The
pame of the king referred to in the imscription is, however, not
given,

The inscripticn is dated on the 20th day of the month of
Magha in sam. 232 (of the Gupta Era) i.e. 551-52 A. D,

Reference : El, vol. X, pp. 49-31
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The inscription is inscrived on a clay seal oblained at Gaya,
{he chief town of the Gaya district. It was in the possession of
General A. Cunningham.
Language-Prakrit; characters- ASokan Brahm.

The seal bears a PAIT legend *sfokhalipam’ (i.e. of the Mokhalls
or Maukharls), suggesting the great antiquity of the family of the
Maukharls.

On the basis of the palacography, the seal inscription may
be dated in the third century A.D.
Reference : Fleet, . F,, Cll, vol. 111, introduction, p. 14.

43
The Barabar Hill Cave Inseription of Anantavarman :—

The inscription is inscribed in six lines on the smooth polished
surface of the granite rock over the entrance of the Lomasagsi cave
of the Barabar hill in the district of Gaya, covering a space of 1.15
metres broad by 35.5 cms.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northera class of alphabets.

The inscription is a Vaispava one, recording the installation
of an image of the god Visou in his incarnation as Krspa, by the
Maukhari chieftain Anantavarman, the son of $r1 S$drdulavarman
and the grandson of Yajfavarman.
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The inscription is not dated: but as'it befongs to the time of
the Maukhari Anantavarman, it may be dated in the 5th century
A.D.

References : Asiatic Researches, vol, lI, pp. 167.; JASB vol.
VI, pp. 674f.; IA, vol. XIII, p. 428, n, 55; Fleet, J. F., CII, vol. III
pp- 221-23; Bbandarkar's List ' No. 1603,

44
The Nagarjuni Hill Cave Inscription of Anantavarman :—

The inscription is inscribed on the smooth and polished surface
of the granite rock on the right hand side of the entrance to the
Veddthikd cave of the Nagarjuni hill in the district of Gaya, with
the writing covering a space of about 1.29 metres by 5L5 cms.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets.

The inscription is a Saiva one, the object of it being to record
the installation of an image representing Siva in the form of Bhuta-
pati and his wife Parvatl (probably Ardhandri§vara form combining
both Siva und Parvati into one body) in the cave by the Maukhari
chieftain Anantavarman, the son of Sardulavarman and the grandson

of Yajlavarman.
The inscription is not dated; but it may be ascribed to the 6th
century A.D.

References : Asiatic Researches, vol, I, pp. 168i: JASE, vol.
XVI, pp. 40Iff. and 394fF.; Fleet, J. F., CIl, vol, III, pp, 223-26;
Bhandarkar's List No, 1604,

45
The Nagarjani Hill Cave Inscription of Anantavirman j—

The inscription is inscribed on the smooth and polished surface
of the granite rock on the left hand side of the entrance to the
Gopika cave of the Nagarjuni hill in the district of Gaya, with the
writing covering a space of about 1,50 metres by 60 cms,

Language—Sanskril; characters-Norihern class of alphabets.
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The inscription is a Saiva or a Sakta one, the object of it being
o record the installation of an image of the goddess Parvatl, the
wife of $iva, under the mame of Kaiyliyan), in the cave by the
Maukhari chieftain Anantavarman, the son of Sri Sardulavarman

and the grandson of Yajliavarman.
The inscription is not dated; but it may be ascribed to the 6th
century A.D.

References : Asiatic Researches vol. 11, pp. 276fF.; JASB, vol. VI,
pp. 6721f; Fleet, 1.F,, CIl, vol. IlI, pp. 226-28.; Bhandarkar’s List
No. 1605,

46

The Nalandd Clay Seal Inscription of Sarvvavarman :—

The inscription is inscribed on a clay seal discovered in course
of excavations from the Monastery Site No, | at N3landd in the
district of Ndlandd. It is in a better stale of preservation, slightly
oval in shape, with its axes measuring 16 cms. and 1., cms.

Language —Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets

The seal belongs to the Maukhari king Saryvavarman and
traces the genealogy of the dynasty {rom Mahardja Harivarman. It
mentions Sarvvavarman as the son of I§inavarman from the quecn
Laksmivall, and the grandson of Tévaravarman and the gueen

Upaguptﬁ.
The inscription is not dated; but it may be ascribed to the

second half of the 6th century A.D.
References : EI, vol. XXI, pp. 73-74; M ASI No. 66, pp. 67-68,

47
The Nalandd  lay Seal Inscription of Avantivarman ;—

The inscription is inscribed on a clay seal, with the upper
corner of its right portion missing, discovered in cou:se of excava-
tions from the Monastery Site No. 1 at Nilandd in the district of

Nilanda.
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Language - Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets.

The seal carries the genealogy of the Maukhar? dynasty two

generations below Sarvvavarman. The seal belongs to Avantivarman,
who is distinctly stated to have been the son of Sarvvavarman and

kis wife Indra-bhattarika.
The inscription is not dated; but it may be ascribed to the last
quarter of the 6th century A.D.
Reference ; El, vol, XXIV, pp. 283-85.
48

The Nalandd Clay Seal Inscription of Suva or Sucha :—

The inscription is inscribed on a clay seal, with the whole of its
upper half missing, discovered in course of excavations from the
Monastery Site No. 1 at Nilandi in the district of Nadlandi.

Language-Sanskrit; characters- Northern class of alphabets,

The seal introduces us to the son of the Maukhar ruler Avan-
tivarman, only the first two letters of whose name remain and can
be read as “Suva’ or ‘Sucha’. (The author of the present seal might
have been the progenitor of the Later Maukharl dynasty, a scion
of which dynasty named Bhogavarman married his daughter toa
Nepal king in the 8th century A.D. IA, vol, IX, pp. 178i.).

The inscription is not dated; but it may be assigned to the
end of the 6th or the beginning of the 7th century A.D,
Reference : EI, vol, XXIV, pp. 283-85,
49
The Nilandd Stone Inscription of POrnavarman :—

The inscription is inscribed in fourteen lines on a rectangular
slab of black stone (measuring 74 cms, in Jength and 45 cms. in br-
eadth) which was found fixed on a wall 2.55 cms. below the present
ground level in a niche facing east during the clearance operation of
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a small mound on the north of the road leading to the excavated
remains at Nalandd in the district of Nalanda.

Language—Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets.

The inscription, which is essentially in the nature of a prafasti
refers itself to §r1 Pirnavarma and mentions that the prafasi was
jssued by DurgAdatta who was his ‘sandhi-vigrahika. Sri Ptrna-
varma may be identified with the king Pirnavarman, the Maukharl,
who ruled over Magadha for a short while when Safanka, the
Gaudidhipati, is stated 1o have ‘damaged the Bodhi tree at the
Vajrisana. The tree was brought to life by the king PiErnavarman.

The importance of the inscription Jies in the fact  that it has
spotted the place where $r1 Pirmnavarma had built the huge bronze
image (24.38 metres in height) of Lord Buddha, which was seen by
the fﬁiﬁ&hﬁ'@&#ﬂ pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang and, lsd:u:ribcd by him,
was establishied 6095  metres away from the monastery 'built by
§ildditya and outside . the compound wall, The place from where
the present inscription was found is outside the Nilancd complex
and the disidrice may hiave been the same.

Theinseriptien also introduces the king Bh@iva, his. son St1
Rahula and -younger brother Marapati. (A seal withthe legend
Réhudasya’ inscribed bztween floral designs was found carlier from
the excaations av the Site No, ©at Nalandd). The inscription
also refers to another king named Siva (who may be connected
with Siva of the Sailendra dynasty 7). S$r1 PUrnavarma is addressed
as the ‘kirtrikdrinal’ of the ‘prefasii’® which was composed by
Durgddatta, the minister of war-and-peace (sandhi-vigrahka) and
engraved by Mddhava, the son of V&mana, who was the nagara-
sifradhdra under the king. The new designation of the officer,
‘nagara-sifradhdra’, is alse known from the inscription.

The inscription is qﬁl‘&'n‘llua_:’:ht.on the basis of the palaeo-
graphy, it may be aschibéd*"iw the 7th-8th century A.D.
: <

a8 )
Reference : JBRS iyel |- VIH,{1972, pp. 183-87.
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The Aphsad Stone Inscription of Adityasena:—

The inscription is inscribed in twenty-eicht lines on a
slightly countersunk surface of a stone slab {about 833 ¢ms,
broad and '4..5 cms. high) found at the village of Aphsad near ths
right bank of the river Sakri, about 24 kms. to the north-east of
Nawadah, the chief town of the Nawadah district, and 6.5 kms,
cast of Warisaliganj railway station on the Gaya-Kiul section of
the Eastern iailway., ;

" i . ¥ - ] 3

Langusage-Sanskrit; characters-Kutila variety of the Magadhan
alphabets of the /th century A.D.

The inscription refers itseif to the king Adityasena, the son
of \ ddbavsgupta, of 1he' Later Gupia dynasiy: of Magacha, It
traces the hisiory of the Later Guptas from the very beginning from
the time of Krsnagupta, the founder 'of the dynasty, and records the
building of a temple of the god Visnu by Adit: asena. It also records
the building of a religious college or monastery b, his mother
Srimati and the excavation of a tank by his wife Konadevi., The
inscription is not daled; but, on the palaeographical ground, it is
assigned to the 7th century A. D,

References : ASR. vol. I, p. 40; ASR, vol. XV, p.li; ASR, vol.
XVI, p. 79; JASB , vol. XXXII, pt. iii; JASB vol. XXXV, pp.
276ff.; Fleet, J.F., CIl, vol, 111, pp. 200-48: Bhandarkar’s List No.

1552,
51

The Mandira Hill R dityasena ;—

There are two inscri

t.
b
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but differently arranged, one in two Jines and the other in four lines,
inscribed on the Mandéra hill, about 11.5 kms. south-cast of Banka
in the district of Bhagalpur.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets

almost precisely the same Kutila type as those of the Aphsad stone
inscription of Adityasena.

‘(he inseriptions refer to the time of the Later Gupta monarch
Adityasena, and simply record the excavation of a tank by Konadev!,
the dear wife of the glorious Adityasena. :

The inscriptions are not dated; but, on the ground ‘of their
palacography, they are assigned to the 7th century A.D.

References : Fleet, CI1, vol. 111, pp. 211-12; Bhandarkar’s List
No. 1553.
52

The Mandira Hill Rock Inscription of Adityasena :—

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on a rock, a little
below the Jaina temple, on the summit of the Manddra hill in the
district of Bhagalpur,

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets
sgreeing with those of the inscriptions of Adityasena of the 7th
century A.D.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of Kdityasena -of the

Later Gupta dynasty of Magadba and records that a cerfain Bala-
bhadra had put up a statue of Variha (i.e. the Boar incarnation of

Visou).

The inscription, which has not been fully transcribed so far, is
not dated: but, on the basis of its _palaeography, it may be assigned
to the 7th century A.D.

Reference : Annual Report, JM;WI Survey of India,
Eostern Circle, 1502, p. 9. _
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The Shahpur Image Inscription of Adityasena :—

The inscription is inscribed in four lines (covering a space of
about 42 cms. broad by 1..! cms. high) on the pedestal of a standing
image of Sdrya (now lost), which was found on a mound at Shahpur,
also known as Shahpur-Tetrawan, a village on the right bank of the
river Sakri, about 24 kms. to the south-east of Biharsharif in the

di-trict of Nilanda.

Language-Sanskrit; characiers-Northern ¢lass of alphabets,
almost precisely the same Kutila tvpe as those of the Aphsad stone
inscription of Adityasena,

The inscription refers itself to the reign of Adityasena, the
Later Gupta monarch, and records the installation of the image in
the great ‘agrahdra’ of Nalandd by the virtuous commander of an
army (balddhikrta) Sdlapiksa in the reign of the king. It also
seems to record the religious gift of a private individual at Nalanda,
the details of which are illegible,

The inscription is dated on the Tth day of the bright fortnight
of the month of Margga/MAargairsa) in the year 66, referrable to the
Harsa: era, i.e. 672-73 A.D.

References : ASR, vol. XV, p. 12; MASI No. 66, pp. 82-83;
‘Fleet. J. F.; CIT vol TIT, pp. 208-10¢ Bhandarkar’s List No. 1393,

54

-
*/ The Deoghar Temple Inscription of Xdityasena : —

The inscription is inscribed in seven lines on the richt’ hand
side of a pier in the porch of the Vaidyandtha temple at Dzoghar

in, the district of Santhal Parganas.
Language—Sanskrit; characters—Maithill.
The inscription is a Vaisnava one, and refers to the erection of
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a temple of the god Nrhari by the king Adityasena, coming from the
Chola metropolis (Cholapurdd-upetya), accompanied by his wife
Kosadevi (Konadevi) and also to the installation of the image of
Vardha or Boar incernation of Visnu.

The inscription seems to be containing an extract from a
record originally set up on the Manddra hill (Manddragiri-Prak-
ranam). It is not dated and the characlers used belong to a much

later date. It is, however, difficult to place much reliance on it.

References: Fleet, J. F., CII, vol. 111, p.212-13 f.n.6; ASIAR,
1902-13, p. 23; JASB, vol. IlI, pt.i, 1883, pp. 190ff.

55
The Deo-Baruniirak Inscription of Jivitagupta ():—

The inscription is inscribed in  eighteen lines (covering a space
of about ‘70 ¢ms. broad by 40.7 cms. high) on two contiguous
faces of a pillar in the entrance hall of a temple on the west side of
Deo-Farundrak or Deva Barnark (the ancient Varunikd-grama), a
village situated about 40 kms. south-west of Arrah, the chief town
of the Bhojpur district.

Language — Sanskrit; characters—Northern class of alphabets,
almost the same Kutila type as those of the Aphsad stone inscrip-
tion of Adityasena.

The inscription, issued from Gomatiketteka, which is one of
solar worship, refers itself to the reign of Jivitagupta (Il )and
records the continuance of theé “grant of the village Virunikd or

Kiforaviitska to the temple of the holy god Sun under the title of
Varunass@min. This village had already teen successively granted

earlier to the same temple by the Maukhari chiefs BAlddityadeva,
Sarvvavarman and Avantivarman.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the ground of its palaco-
graphy, it may be assigned to the 7th century A.D.

References: ASR, vol, XV1, pp. 68, 731, Fleet, J. Fu
CII vol, 1T pp. 213-18.
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The Mangaraon Stone Inscription of the time of Visnugupta (IL):-

The inscription is inscribed in nine lines on a slab of stone
{measuring 38 cms. by 23 cms.) from Mangaraon, situated 23 kms.
south-west of Buxar in the district of Bhojpur and presently
preserved in the Patna Museum, Patna.

Language —Sanskrit; characters-Late Briihm1 ol the northern
class,

The inscription records the gift of a * pala’ of oil for burning
a lamp (pradipirtham) before the image of lord Subhadredvara in
the temple of Mittra-Keéava by one Avimukiajla, a resident of
the village Afigdra in the Kuttuka country in the reign period of
the Lat:r Gupta monarch Visnugupta (II).

The inscription is dated on the 2nd day of the bright fortnight
of the month of Srdvana in the 17th regnal year of Maharajadhi-
tdja Visnupupta of the Later Gupta family, On the basis of its
palaecography, it may be placed in the 7th-8th century 'A. D.

References: EIvol. XXVI1, pp. 241if; JBORS, wol. XXX,pt
ii,1944, pp.192-202,
57

The Kultha Hull Inscription of Vispugupta (I1):—

The inscription is inscribed on a rugeged boulder, consisting
only of two lines of writing on the top of the Kuluha or KauleSvara
hill, about 1! kms. from Hunterganj, under the Hunterganj police
station, in the district alf Hazaribagh.

' Language —Sanskrit; characters- belonging to the northern
class of alphabets of the 7th-8th century A. D,

. The inscription refers itself to the reign of the Mahdrdja-
dhirfja §r1 Visnugupta and also refers to a ‘satra® (correctly,
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*sattra’, which may mean ‘a house where free food is distributed’)
which was associated with a chief named Poyardja, apparently a

feudatory of the king Visnugupta (II) of the Later Gupta family.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the palacographical
ground, it may be assigned to the 7th-8th century A D.

References : El, vol. XXX, pp. B84-85; JASB, 1901, pp.
31-37; I4, vol. XXX, pp. 9U-95, Districs Gazelteer, Hezaribagh,
p.202; Raichowdhary, P.C., Jainism in Bihar, pp. 4.-43; Bengal List
No. 544: Hunter, Sratistical Account of Bengal, vol. XVI,

p. 29,
58

The Katrd Copper Plate Inscription of Jivagupta :—

The inscripiion is engraved on both the rides ofa copper
plate(25.8 cms, in height and 7.2 cms. in breadth) secured from
Katrd, the headquarters of the Police Station of the same name in
the district of Muzaffarpur. There are altogether twenty-two lines
of writing, nineteen on the obverse and three on the reverse sides
of the plate. It is presently in the possesstion of Sri 8. V .Sohoni,
retired 1.C.S. -

Laoguage — Sanskrit; characters—belonging to  the
northern class of alphabets of the Tth-8th century A.D.

The inscription purporfs to ke a charter of the king
Jivagupta and records the grant of three localities called
Surabhfikra, YAmyA and Hari-grAmaka situated in the north-
easfern part of Tistihala-pAtaka in the Chimunda-visaya of Tlra-
bhukti, by the king JFvagupta, the son of the king R&magupta
and the queen R&md-bhatbArikd, in favour of the temple of the
goddess Chimunda-bhattsirikd for the merit and fame of his
parents. Both Jvagupta and his father are described as Parama-
Mahegvara (great devolee of Siva) and are endowed with the
imperial  style ‘Paramabhayidraka-Mahdrijddhirdja-Paramesvara’,
which may point to the possibility of these rulers baving belonged
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to the so-called family of the Later Guptas of Magadha.

The date of the inscription is given in line 19 asa day in the
bright half of the month of Chaitra in the second regnal year of
the king, and, on the ground of its palacography, the record seems
tosuggesta date about the first half of the 8th century A.D

Reference :E1, vol. XXXV, pp. 12531,
(Other Post-Gupta Inscriptions)
59
The Bodhgaya Stone Inscription of Mahdndman :—

The inscription is inscribed in fourteen lines on a slab of
stone (measuring 1.4]1 metres X 42,7 cms.) found near the

Mahdbodhi temple at Bodhgaya, 10 kms. due south of Gaya, the
chieft wn of the Gaya district. The original stone slab is now

housed in the Indian Museum at Calecutta.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—Brihmi having characrers
belonging to the northern class of alphabets.

The in:cription does not refer itself to the reign of any king.
It is a Buddhist inscription, its main object being to record the
erection of @ mansion of the Buddha (i.e.a Buddhist temple or
monastery) at the Bodhimanda, or rather, within the precincts of
it (Le. at the modern Bodhgaya), by’ a certain' MiahdnAman (the
second of that name mentioned in the inscription), a resident of
Amradvipa and a member of the royil family of Latkidvipa

or Ceylon.

The inscription is dated on the 7th solar day of the btijﬁt
fortnight of the month of Chaitra in the year 269 (referrable to the
Gupta era), i.c. 568—89 A.D.

References :Cunningham, A., Mahdbodhi, pp. 60—61; 14,vol.
XV, pp.35off; Fleet, J.F,, CII, vol. Ill, 274—78; Bhandarkar’s

List No. 1325,
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The Bodhgaya Image Inscription of Mahdniman ;—

The inscription is inscribed in one line on the pedestal of ‘a
broken Buddhist image, which was actually found within the walls
of the ruined temple, to the north of the Mahdbodhi temple at
Eodhgaya in the district of Gaya, with the writing covering a space

of 52.7 cms. X 4.2 cms.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets.

The inscription does not refer itself to the reign of any king.
Its object is to record the presentation of the statue, on the
pedestal of which it is engraved, by a Sthavira named Mah3ndman,
who is obviously the second Mah&ndman mentioned in the
preceding  inscription, a  Sdkya (Buddhist) mendicant of
“Emradvipa.

The inscription is not dated; but, as the preceding one, it
may also be dated near about 588-89 A.D.

References « Cunningham, A., Mahabodhi, pp. 6'; 62; T4, vol.
XV, pp.359f1; Fleet J.F., CII, vol. 1Il, pp. 278-79; Bhandarkar’s
List No. 1739.

61

The Bodhgaya Stone Image Inscription :(—

~The inscription is inscribed on the pedestal of a Buddhist
image found at Bodhgaya in the district of Gaya, with the writing
covering a space of &4 cms. X 5 cms.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets,of
almost precisely the same type as thoss of the Bodhgaya Image
Inscription of Mah@n@man.

The inscription does not refer itself to the reign of any king.
It is a Buddhist inscription, its object being to record the grant of
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the statue, on the pedestal of which it is engraved, by two $§ikya
mendicants named Dharmagupta and Damsirasena, the natives of
Tisy@mratirtha.

The inscription is mnot dated; but, on the basis of its
palacography, it may be placed in the last quarter of the 6th
century A.D,

References : Fleet, J, F., CI1, vol. 111, pp. 281-82; Bhandarkar's

List No 1738,
62

The Bodhgaya Railing Inscription :—

The inscription is inscribed on the lower edge of a copiong
stcne of the sandstone railing at Bodhgaya in the district of Gaya.
It comprises two lines of writing, each about 1.83 metres long and
written in & neater and apparently later style; buiit is full of
lacunae and connot be fully translated.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets.

The inscription records the dedication of a sum of money to
defray the cost of keeping up alamp fed with clarified buiter
burning in the ‘great chamber’ (Brhadgarbha-ku(i), possibly of
the Great Temple, as long as the moon and the stars last, to the
honour of the Lord Buddha.

The inscription is not dated; but ‘the style of writing allows
us to put down the date at about the 6th or 7th century A.D.

References :Cunningham, A., Mahdbodhi, p. 53; Barua, B.M.,
Gaya and Budiha Gaya,Book Ill,pp. 69-70; Mitra, R.L.,Buddha-
Gaya, p.192.

63

The Bodhgaya Railing Inscription of Prakhydtakirtti :—
The inscription is inscribed in two lines on one face of the
fragment of a coping stone belonging to the old stone railing of
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the Mah@bodhi temple at Bodhgaya in the district of Gaya.
Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets
belonging to the 6th-7th century A.D.

The inscription records that the virtuous Sramana Prakhyfta-
kirtti, a descendant of the rulers of the Island of Latkd, desirous of
altaining Buddhahood, caused to be performed acts of worship at
Ratnatraya (the Buddhist Holy Triad) for the peace of mankind.

The inscription is not dJated; but, on its palacographical
ground, it may be assigned to the 6th-7th century A.D.

References : J& PASB, 1908, pp. ICIMf; Bhandarkar®s List
No.1737.

64
The Mandira Hill Rock Inscription of Ugra Bhairava :—
The inscription is inscribed on u rock (the exact location being

not known) on the Manddra hill, a small mountain 'situated about
48 kms. south of Bhagalpur, the chief town of the Bhagalpur

district.

Language-Sanskrit; characters are ‘intermediate between the
Gupta and the Kujila’ of about the 6th-Tth century A.D.

The inscription refers to some religious gift (deyadharmma) by
a certain kinz Ugra Bhairava, endowed with the imperial style of
*Paramabhattiraka-Maharajdhirdja’, who is not known from any
other historical source.

The inscription, which has not been transcribed fully, may, on
the basis of its_palacography, be dated in the 6th-7th century A.D.

References : Proc. ASB, 1870, pp. 294-95; 14, vol.I, pp. S1i.

65

The Rohtiisgadh Stone Seal Matrix Inscription of Mahdsimanta
Safankadeva :—
The inscription is inscribed in reverse on a rock (the exact
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location being not known) at- Rohtdsgadh, 37 kms. south by west of
Sasaram, the chief town of the Rohtas district, and the whole, acco-
rding to Fleet, represents a mould or matrix for casting copper seals
in relief. The seal matrix is circular in shape, 11.5 cms. in diameter,
and has in its upper smaller half a damaged figure of a recumbent
bull facing to right and in the lower bigger half is the inscription.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—Northern class of alphabets.

,The seal belongs to Sa§idka, and simply mentions him as
MahAsAmanta (§ri-Mahasdmunta-Sasdnkadevasya). Sasdhka was
the king of Karnasuvarna and a contemporary and murderer of
Réjyavardhana, the brother of Harsa of Kanauj.

The inszription belongs to the beginning of the Tth century
A. D, :

References : Fleet, 1.F.,, CII, vol. III, pp. 233-84,
66

The Nalandd Clay Seal Inscription of Harsavardhana of
“Théneévara : —

There are several specimens of the baked clay seal of Harsa-
vardhana found from the excevations at Nalandd in the district of
Ndlanda. One of the best preserved seals is oval in shape (with its
axes measuring about 12,2 cms. and 14,5 cms.) and contains the
legend in twelve lines.

Language—Sanskrit; characters —flowery script of the seals of
Sarvvavarman, the Maukbar1 king.

The inscription on the seal is practically a genealogical table of
tke family of Harsa or Harsavardiana of Thiine$vara, the pedigree
being identical with what is found on the Madhuban and Bfns-
kherd copper plates of this potentate. Harsa is mentioned in
the inscription as the son of Prabhiikaravardhana by Yasomatidevi,
stress being laid on Harsa’s being born of the same mother
YaSomatldevl (tosydm= v=otpannch), who gave birth to
Rijyavardhana.



62 .. Insecriptions of Bihar
The inscription belongs to the 7th century A.D.
References :EI, vol. XXI,pp. 74-76; MASI No 66, pp. 68-69.
67

The Mundeévar? Temple Inscription of (the time of king
Udayasena :—

Thie inscription, votive in character, is inscribed on & slab of stone
which ‘was found in two fragments from the Munde§varl temple on’
the Mundefvar? hill, close to Ramgarh, a village lying about 12 kms.
south-west of Bhabua in the district of Rohtas, one section of
which was discovered by P.C. Mukherji as carly as 1891 (Banerji,
R.D., The Age of the Imperial Guptas, p. 156) and the other by Th.
Bloch in 1903 ( Anaual Report, Archaeological Survey of India,Eustern
Gircle, 19034, pp. 9-10) iin-'cburse of the clearance of the debris of
the ruins. Both the fragments are presently preserved in the Indian
Museum at Calcutta,

Language-Sanskrit; characters-belonging to the - northern
class of alphabets of the 7th century A.D.

The inscription refers itself to the king U'dayasena and records
a donation made by a noble, who is named Bhigudalana (according
to R.D. Banerji's reading, EI, vol. IX, pp. 252 ff.), or Gomibhatfa
(according to N.G. Majumdar’s reading, T4, vol. XLIV, pp. 211E.),
in the reign period of the king Udayasena, who held the titles of
Mahdsdmanta, mahdpratihdra and mahdrdja, and who was evidently
a subordinate chief under Harsa. This inscription mentions the
erection of a temple (magha) of Nardyana close to the temple of
Vinitesvara, thus suggesting the existence of an additional
Vaisnava temple on the hill; but, of the existence of such a
Vaisnava temple on the hill, there seems to be no indication at
present, since the carvings amongst the existing ruins are primarily,
if not exclusively, Saivite in character.

The inscription refers to a date in the year 30 ofan
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unspecified era; however, on the basis of its palacography, it is
believed to belong to the 7th century A.D.

References : ELvol. 1X, pp. 282-83; IA, vol. XLIV, pp, 21ff;
Banerji, R.D., The Age of the Imperial Guptas, p. 155;: Annual
Report, Archaeolog'cal Survey of India, Eastern Circle, 1903-.4,
pp. 9-10; JBRS, vol. XLIV, 1958, pp. 14ff.

68
The Nilandd Scal Inscription of Supratisshitavarman of
Prdgjyoti§a :—

The inscription is inscribed in-nine lines on a biked and
yellow clay seal, recovered in two fragments, in course of
excavations at Naland3 in the district of Nalandi.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-belonging to the northern class
of alphabets written in beautiful letters.

The seal belongs to Supratisthitavarman and gives thugr.nea.laﬂ
of the Family of this ruler. 3
The inscription belongs to the Tth ceatury A.D,
Reference : MASI No. 66, pp. 69-70.

69
The Nilanda Seal Inscription of Bhiskaravarman of Prigjyotiia

The inscription is inscribed on a seal of reddish baked clay
found from the excavations at Néland& in the district of Nilandi,
only the lower left side of the seal being pmurved giving portions
of six lines of writing, b

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Early Ndgari.

The preserved portion of the inscription gives the genealogy of
the family of Bha:karavarman (which is identical with that given in
the Nidh@inpur copper plate, El, vol. XII, pp. 73M; Ej, vol. XIX, pp.
118ff.), and mentions him as the son of Supratisthitavarman,
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The inscription may be dated in the 7th century A.D.

References : JBORS, vol. V, pp. 302f; JBORS, vol. V1, pp.
151f; MAST No. €6, pp. 65-70.

70
The Bodhgaya Stone Image Inscription of Suphandi :—

The inscription is inscribed on the back of a figure of a bull
couchast from Bodhgaya in the district of Gaya, measuring 30. 5
cms. in height and 40.7 cms. in length. It was presented to the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta,

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Kutila.

The inscription records (hat the bull couchant, on which it was
incised, was consecrated by Sr1 Supbandi Bhattfraka, the son of
BhImaka-ulld, for the purpose of securing progeny.

The inscription is dated on the 9th day of the dark half of the
month of Vaifiikha in the year 781 (vikrama sadvat), i.e. 725
A.D.

References : Mitra, R, L., Buddha-Gaya, p. 193; cf. JASB, vol.
XXX (see for th: facsimile of the mscription).

71

The Nilandd Stone Inscription of YaSovarman of Kanauj : —

The inscription is inscribed in twenty-one lines on the top
bed of a stone capital bracket which was found buried in the debris
of the southern verandah of the Monastery Site No. 1 at Ndlandd
in the district of Nilandd. The document covers a space of 44.5
cms. in length and 28 cms. in height.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—Northern class of alpha-
bets.



Inscriptions of the Post-Gupta Period 65

The inscription isa ‘prafasti’ and commences with an invo-
cation to the Buddha, its main object being to record that Milida;
the son of the minister of thé king YaSovarmadeva, fiercin described
as a famous Tikina (Turki “fegin’), the lord of the North and the
chief of the Guardians of Passes, made various gifts (as specified
in the inscription itself), including a permanent grant to the
temple which the king BAlAditya had erected at Nilandi in honour
of the son of Suddhodana (i. e. the Buddha).

The inscription furnishes a glorious description of Ndlandd,
extracts of which may be quoted here :~*Nilandd, with her
learned men, famous on account of their knowledge of good scrip-
tures and arts, mocks, as it were, at all the cities of great emperors.

‘The row of whose monasteries with their pinnacles
kissing the clouds is, as it were, designed by the Creator to be
a beautiful garland of the carth shining high (in the space), and
being the delightful home of the community (of monks), who are
the abode of good learning, with the palaces and temples brilliant
with the network of rays (issuing out) of various jewels, assumes
the splendour of the Sumeru, the beautiful home of hordes ol noble

Vidyddharas.

‘Here, king Biladitya erected this spacious, unique and white
palace of the Lord (Budddha), the son of Suddhodana, as if out of a
desire to insult mount Kaildifa,

“The palace, it seems, went round the whole earth, disgracing
the splendour of the moon, putting a stop to the beauty of the chain
of peaks of the Himdlaya, then defiling the white river of the sky
and silencing the sea of critics; having realized that it was futile
to wander about in a world where there was nothing to vanquish,
it (now) stands aloft, as if a pillar of the great fame it has won.'

The inscription is not dated, nor even does it mention the
dynasty to which YaSovarman belonged; but evidently it refers to
the renowned king of Kanauj of this name who extended his sway
in the first quarter of the 8th century A.D,
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References : ASIAR, 1925-26, pp- 131 and158;E1vol XX, 1929-30,
pp.37-4T;MASL No. 66, pp. 78-82; 1HQ,vol.VII, 1931, p. 669;1HQ,
vol. VII1,1932, p.37; Ghosh, A., Ndlandd, pp. 46+47; Modern Review,
September, 1931; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1742,
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INSCRIPTIONS OF THE PALA PERIOD

72
The Bodhgaya Stone Inscription of Dharmapila :—

The inscription is inscribed in nine lines on a slab of stone
which was found from a place to the south of the Mah&bodhi temple

at Bodhgaya.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-castern varicty of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign period of the Pila
ruler Dharmapéla and records the consecration of a temple dedi-
cated to the four-faced Lord Siva (Mahddeva$chaturmmukhah,
i.e. Chaturmukhi Lifiga of Siva) at a place called Champi$ayatana
by a man named KeSava, the son of a sculptor named Ujjala, and
also the excavation of a tank at a cost of three thousand ‘drammas’

by him during the reign period of Dharmapala,

The inscription belongs to the end of the Bth or the beginning
of the 9th century A.D., being dated on the 5th day of the dark
fortnight on saturday in the 26th year of the reign of Dharmapdla,

the Pdla ruler,

References : Cunningham, A, Mahdbodhi pp. 63-64; ASIAR,
1908-09, p. 150; Froc. ASB. 1880, p. 80; J&PASB, vol. IV (New
Series), pp. 101-02: Maitreya, A.K., Gaudalekhamald, pp. 3I;
Banerji, R.D., Pilas of Bengal, p. 13; Mukherji, R.N. and Maity,
S.K., Corpus of Bengal Inscriptions, pp. 11(-14; Bhandarkar's
List No. 1609.
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The Niland3 Copper Plate Inscription of Dharmapéla :—

The inscription is inscribed on both the sidzs of a copper
plate (27. cms. by 18.4 cms.) found lying among the debris in the
north verandah of the Monastery No. 1 at Ndlandd along with the
Copper-Plate inscription of Samudragupta, the imperial Gupla
monarch. The inscription comprises thirty-six lines of writing,
having twenty-four lines on the obverse side and the rest on the
reverse side of the plate. -

Language Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North

The inscription purports to be a charter of the Pila ruler
Dharmapdla, its chief object being to register the gift of a village
UttarAma near the village of Nighua (Nighwan and Utrdwan under
the Kurthd Police Station), belonging to the Jambunadi-vithi m
the Gaya-visaya of the Nagara-bhukti by the Pdla ruler, The
beneficiary is apparently a Buddhist monk, whose name begins with
Dhntma. _

Ihamunpuon is'not'dated; but, on the basis of the palaco-
graphy, it may be assigned to-the Bth-9th century A.D. during the
reign period of the Pila ruler Dharmepéla.

References : ASIAR, 1927-28, p. 138; EI, vol. XXIII pp.
290-92; M ASI No. 66, pp. 84-85; JANB, vol. L, 1864, pp. 125-26.

4 -

The Nilandd Fragmentary Sculptured StUpa Inscription of the
time of Dharmapéla :—

The fragmentary inscription is found inscribed on the rim
of a“sculptured vofive sffipa found at Nalandd, which is unfor-

tunately ‘only partially preserved. The stdpais made of the
well known Gaya stone and I:n:aru 8 number of seated Buddha figures

carved on it.
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Language-Sanskrit; charactérs-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets, . .

The inscription records the construction of the stdpa on which
it is found inscribed and clearly states that the monument was hewn
by the local masons named Kedava and Vijjala (atratyalh Silpibhif
- dropitah).

The inscription is not datad but, on the basis of the pa]aeo-
graphy, it may be assigned to the 8th-9th century A.D. in the l'ﬂlﬂ
period of the Pdla ruler Dharmapdla.

Reference: MAS] No. 66, pp. 85-86,
75

The Vilgudar Image Inﬂ:rlpﬂun of the time nll}hrmapih —

The msmptmn was, foupd inscribed on the stone pEdHtat
of an image (now lost) from Valgudar, a small village lying by the
side of the railway line between Luckeesarai and Mankatha railway
stations, in the district of Monghyr. It is lyingz in the house of one
Keshava Sinha and is being used by the people as a platform for
washing their feet. It contains two lines of writing, covering a space
of about 44.5 cms. in length and 6.2 cms. in height.

Language-Sanskrit; characters are the same as found in the
Péla records of the 8th-9th century A.D.

~ The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Dharma-
pila of the Pila dynasty and records that a god named Madhudre-
nika was installed at the ‘adhisih@oa’ or city of Kymild during
the reign of the king Dharmapdla by the lady Ajbuka, wheo
was the wedded wife of a person named SaloXor a god was installed
at the city of Krmild during the reign of the king Dharmapdla by
Ajhuka, the wife of MadhuSrenika 53lo).
The inscription is not dated; but, on the basis of the palaeo-
graphy, it may be assigned to the 8th-9th century A. D. during the
reing pericd of the Péla ruler Dharmapdla. \

- Reference : El, vol. XXVII, pp. 138 IL.
qu—— 1
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The Valgudar Image Inscription of the time of Dharmapdla : —

The inscription is inscribed on a mutilated stone image of a
seated goddess with a child on her lap, which had been discovered
while digging the earth for the foundation of a house in the village
Viigudar in the district of Monghyr. The image was in the veran.
dah of the Katchery of Dilip Marayan Sinha, a Zamindar, then sta-
ying at Bhagalpur. The inscription is written in two lines, covering
a space ol about 10. 7 cms, in length and 2. 5 cms. in height.

Language-Sanskrit; characters are the same as found on the
Pila records of the 8th-Yth century A.D.

[he inscription does not refer itself to the reign of any king. It
records that the image of the Devl, on which it is incised, was the
religious gift (deya-dharma) of a person whose name appears to be
Nrkatta.

The inscription is not dated, nor does it refer itself to the
reign of any king. It may, however, on the basis of the palacography,
be assigned to the 8th-9th century A. D. in the reign period of the
Péla roler Dharmapdla.

Reference : E1, vol. XXVIII, pp. 138 ff.
77

The Nilandd Metal Image Inscription of the time of Devapila:—
The inscription is inscribed in four short lines (three of them

measuring IC.9 cms. each and the fourth only 2.7 ¢ms.) on a metal
image discovered at Nilandd in the district of Nilanda.

Language - Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

This is the earliest inscription of Devapdila, the Pdla ruler, yet
discovered. The inscription records the setting up of the image
(on which it is incised)at Ndland@ by one Vikhaka (ViSdkha), the
sole wife of the *destroyer of the Kalachtrls’ (Kalacharl-antaka),
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said to be the resident of the village of Purikd in the district of
Rajagrha, together with the people of the village,

The inscription is dated in the 3rd year of the reign of the Pila
ruler Devapdla; hence, it belongs to the early part of the 9th
century A.D.

If the reading of the name is correct, it would show that the
donatrix’s husband was a great warrior who must have routed the
KalachlGris in the third year of the reign of Devapila of the
Pdla dynasty.

Reference : MASI No. 66, p. 87.
78

The Nalanda Image Inscription of the reign of Devapila: —

The inscription is incised in four lines on the back of an image
of a female found from the excavations at Nilendd and presently
preserved in the Nilandd Musenm.

Language— Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the PaEla ruler
Devapdla and records the installation of the image (on which it is
incised) by a prince and princess of the R&jagrha-visaya sitvated in
the Neland3-mahdpatala (division) during the reign period of Deva-
pala. The names of the donor or donors mentioned in the inscrip-
tion are not clear, and so also the names of their father and grand-
father are not clear. The district of R&jagrha seems to have formed
a part of the territorial division which had Nalanda as its headgqua-

rters.
The inscription is not dated; but, on the basis of the palaeo-
graphy, it may be assigned to the 9th century A.D.in the reign

period of the Pila ruler Devaptla.
Reference: M ASI, No. 66, p. 88.
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The Nilands Bronze Image (Balarima) Inscription of the time
of Devapala : —

The inscription is engraved on the back of a bronze image of
BalarAma found in course of excavations from the northern veran-
dah of the Monastery Site No, | at Naland&, The image is presently
preserved in the Archaeological Museum at Nalanda,

Langunage — Sanskrit; characters — eastern variety uf the Hnnh
Indian alphabets.

The inscription records thé dedication "of the image'(on which
it is incised) at Nilandd in the Devapdladeva-hatta (the mart of
Devapaladeva) by one Nisifighakd, the wife of Soujjeka.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the consideration of the
palacography, it may be assigned to the 9th cemtury A, D. in the
reign period of Devapdla, the Pala ruler.

Reference: EI, vol. XXV, pp. 334-35.
30

The Nilandi Bronze Image (Sarbkarsana) Inscription of the
time of Devapdla :(—

This is a three lined votive inscription written on_the pedestal
of & bronze image of the standing Sarikarsana found at Nalandd and
presently preserved in the Archaeological Museum at Nalanda,

Language - Sanskrit; characters — eastern variety of the North’
Indian alphabets. ' '

The inseription refers itself to the reign of the Péla ruler Deva-
pala and records the pious gift of the bronze image (on the pedestal
of which it is inscribed) for Padmaddnasimba made by the great

Sthavira Dajjaka (or Ujjaka) at Nilandd during the reign p-ermd of
the blessed and illustrious Devapéla.
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The inscription is not dated; but, on the consideration of the
palaeography, it may be assigned to the 9th nemury A. D, in the

reign period of the Pdla rnl:r Devapila,
Reference : MASI, No. 66, pp. 88-89.
81

The Kurkih3ra Bronze Imm{khrﬁm]!nnﬂmdm time
of Devapila :—

The inscription is inscribed in three lines on the bronze image
of the standing Balarima found at Korkih8ra in the district of

Gaya and presently preserved in the Patna Museum.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North

Indian alphabets.

The inscription. refers itself to the reign of the Pdla ruler
Devapiila and records the religious gift of the image (on which it is
incised) to Mallapore, possibly a munutcr;r. by the wife of Sidh-
maka, a resident of the village S(M)addhu in the Vihiravana (and
who seems to have been the village chief) in the time of the king

Devapila.
The inscription is dated in the 9th year of the reign of the Pdla
ruler Devapdla, ie. in the first half of the 9th century A.D.

References : JISOA, vol. I, 1934, pl. XXVIlI; JBORS, vol.
XXVI, p. 251, no. 88; Gupta, P.L., PMCA, pp. 152-53.

82
The Ghosrawan Stone Inscription of the time of Devapdla :(—

The inscription is inscribed in nineteen lines on a slab of stone
found at Ghosrawan about 12 kms, south-east of Biharsharif, the
chief town of the Niland3d district.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets. _
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The inscription refers itself to the reign of the Péla ruler Deva-
pala and reveals the state of education conducted during the regime
of the Pala ruler. It also records the construction and dedication
of a Vibra and StGpas to the Diamond Throne, thus affording

another proof of the religious zeal which animated the Buddhist
community during the sway of the Pala king.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the consideration of the
palacography, it may be assigned to the 9th century A.D. in the
reign period of the Pila ruler Devapila.

References : ASR, vol, 1, p, 38; ASR, vol. IIL p. 120, Ancient
Geography of India, vol. I, p. 44 LA, vol. XVIII, pp. 309 fi.;
Maitreva A. K., Gaugdalekhamald, pp. 46 fi.; Cunningham, A.,
Mahdbedhi, p. 64; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1614.

83

The Nalands Undated Praasti of the time of Devapila :—

The inscription is engraved in four lines on the pedestal of
an image (measuring 23.7 cms. by 4.3 cms.) discovercd at Nilandd
in the district of Niilancd. The pedestal looks to be bronze.

Language-Sanskrit; characters resembling those of the records
of the Fila ruler Devapdla.
The inscription, which consists of two verses (the one written

in the sragadhara metre and the other in the Sdrdulavikrdita metre),
preises a monk named Mafjusrivarmman of the Sarvastivadio

school, who has been described as a great bhiksu of Nalanda.

The inscription is not dated and does not refer itself fo the
reign of any king; but, on the palacographical ground, it may be
ascribed to the 9th century A D. during the reign period of the Pala
ruler Devapila.

Reference : MASI No. 66, p. 103

84

The Silao Stone Image Inscription of the time of Devapila:—

The inscription is inscribed over a stone pedestal (23.cms.
high, 50.8 cms, at its longest and 36.8 cms. at its broadest),
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elliptical in shape, obtained from the modern village of Silao,
situated between Naland3 and Ra3jagrha in the district of Nalandd.
In the cenfre of the pedestal, there isa remnant of the kneeling
statue (of Kifyapa), carved in the round, which once surmounted
it. The inscription rens along the upper band of the pedestal and
consists of three llnes, each measuring about 534 cms.
in lepgth.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Northern class of alphabets,
resembling those of the records of the Pila ruler Devapila.

The inscription is virtually a label to the image which once
surmounted the pedestal, giving in a compedious form a laudatory
account of the deified personage represented. The deified personage,
ar disclosed by the inscription, was KiSyapa, the famous disciple
of the Buddha.

The inscription is not dated and does not refer itself to the
reign of any king; but, on the consideration of the palacography, it
may be placed in the first half of the 9th century A.D. in the reign
period of the Pala ruler Devapila.

Reference : EIL val XXV, pp. 327-34,

85
The Monghyr Copper-Plate Inscription of Devapala :—

The inscription is inscribed in fifty-two lines on both the sides
of a copper-plate (measuring 47.7 cms. by 353 cms.) which was
found at Monghyr, having thirty-six lines of writing on the obverse
si‘e and the rest sixteen lines on its reverse.

The inscription purports to be a charter issued from the
victorious camp ( jayaskandhdvdra) at Mudgagiri (modern Monghyr)
and records the grant of the village of Mesika situated in the
Krmild-visaya (district) of the Srinagara-bhukti to a Brihmana
named Bhatta VihekarltamiSra of the aupamanyava getra and the
aSvildyana-t3khd, the son of Vardhardta, by the Pila ruler
Devapéla. The inscription also records that the king who encamped
at the spot, constructed a bridge of boats across the river Gadga,
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It also mentions the name of the crown prince (yuvardja) Rajyapala,
who acted as the didraka of the cherter.

The inscription is dated on the 2lst day of the month of
Marga (Marga$irsa) in the year 33 of the Pdla ruler Devapdla;
hence, it belongs to about the middle of the 9th century A.D.

References: ASR, vol. 111; Maitreya, A. K. Gaudalekhamala,
pp. 111f; Bhandarkar's List No. 1611.

86

The Hilsi Stone Image Inscription of the time of Devapéla :—

The inscription is inscribed at three places on the stone image
of the Buddhist goddess Tard of the Pila period from the village of
Hilsd, situated at a distance of about 38.5 kms. south-east of Patna
and 24 kms. from Niiandd, the one over the top of the stela in
two lines, the other on the 'base of the seatin one line and the
third running round the pitha (pedestal) of the image in three lines
written in three divisions.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the northern
class of alphabets.

The inscription over the top of the stela gives the name of
the deity and in this respect it is comparable to the inscribed labels
of the Bhiirhut reliefs, and the other within the leaves of the loius
seat gives the usual Buddhist creed (Ye dhamma hetu prabhavd... .. )-

The inscription, running round the pedestal of the image in
three divisions, records.the consecration of the image (on the
pedestal of which it is inscribed) by the lay disciple Gafgddhara,
a great devotee of the Buddha, at the instance of the great monk
§r1 Maujuérideva connected with the great Buddhist Mah&vihara

at Nilandd in the reign period of Devapdla.

The inscription belongs to about the middle of the 9th century
A.D., being dated in the 35th regnal year of the Pdla ruler
Devapdla.
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References : I4 vol. XV1I, pp. 307-12; MASI No 66, pp. §7-
85: JBORS vol X, 1924, pp. 30-36; Bbandarkar’s List No. 1612,

87
The Nilanda Copper-Plate Inscription of Devapila : =

The inscription is inscribed in sixty-lines on both the sides
of a copper-plate unearthed in course of the archacological excava-
tions in the Monastery No. 1 at Niland&, there being forty-two
lines of writing on the obverse side and the rest on.the reverse.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription purports to be the charter of Devapdla
of the Pdla dynasty, issued from the victorious camp at Mudgagiri
(Monghyt) and records that Devapiladeva, at the request of the
illustrious ruler of Suvarpadvipa, named Bélaputradeva, granted
five villages, four of which lay in the Rdjagrha .and one in the Gaya
visaya of the Srinagara-bhGkti (Patna division) for the increase of
merit, for various comforts of the revered bliksus of the four
guarters, for writing the dharma-ratnas or Buddhist texts, and for
the upkeep of the monastery which must have been built at Nilandi
at the instance of the said king of Suvarpadvipa. Bilaputrideva
belonged to the dynasty of the Sailendras who held the island of

Java under his sway.

Balavarman, the overlord of the Vydghratati-mandala, acted
as the dilraka in this meritorious undertaking.

The inscription is dated on the 2Ist day of the month of
Karttika in the 39%h regnal year of the Pala ruler Devapdla;
hence, it belongs to & little after the middle of the 9th century A.D.

References: ASIAR, 192021 p. 27; Monograph of the Varedra
Restarch Society, vol. I; MASI No. 66, pp. 92-102; EI, vol. XVII pp
310-27; JRASBL, vol VI, pp. 215 : IA, vol. XXI pp. 253-5%;
Bhandarkar’s List No. 1613,
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&8

T he Bihar Image Inscriptions of the time of Strapdlal:—

Two identical inscriptions have been found inscribed on the
two Buddha images from (Biharsharif), the chief town of the
Néalandd district and presently preserved in the Indian Museum at
Calcutta.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the Morth
Indian alphabets.

The two image inscriptions refer to tho reign of the king
Strapiila of the Pdla dynasty and record the consecration of the
images of the Buddha (on which the inscriptions occur) at the
Padikraman Vihdra in Uddandspura by an old Buddhist monk
named Pirpaddsa in the time of the Pdla ruler.

Both the inscriptions are dated on the 11th day in the dark
fortnight of the month of Asddha in the 2nd year of the reign of
the Pila ruler SGrapdla. These inscriptions were at first assigned
to Strapdla I (JASB,NS, pp. 107-(8, Majumdar,R.C., HBR 1, p.13),
but, now on the palacographic ground, have been attributed to SGra-
péla I (Banerji, R.D., Pdlas of Bengal, pp. 57-38,Sinha B.P. Dynastic
History of Magadha p. 190). The inscriptions, therefore, belong to
the period some time after the middle of the 9th century A.D,

References : JASB (NS), vol. IV pp. 108ff; MASB vol III p. 13;
Banerji, R.D,, Pdlas of Bengal, p. 17; Choudhry, R.K,, Select Inscrip-
ticns of Bihar, p. 54; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1615.

89
The Gaya Stone Inscription of the time of Nirdyanapila :—

The inscription is inscribed in sixteen lines on a stone slab
built into the wall of the Mahideva shrine in the compound of the
Visnpupad temple at Gaya, covering a space of about 76 cms. in
length and 38 cms. in height.

Language-Sanskril: characters-castern variety of the North
Indian alpbabets.
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The record refers itself to the reign of Naridyanapila, the Pila
ruler, and, opening with an invocation to Lord Visnu in his Man-
lion (Marasimha) incarpation, it records that a man named
Bhanudeva, the son of Bappadeva and his wife Vallabhddevi,
dedicated a viisa (house or monastery) during the time of the king
at Gaya for housing the Yatis (or ascetics), and alio refers to the
house as an @Srama of the Brahmachirins (i.e. an abode of theé
people committed to celibacy). The inscription also contains a
prayer of the Maunin (a person who has taken a vow of silence),
apparently meaning Bhdnudeva, in which people are requested to
sec to the well-being of the nivdsa (or house).

The inscription is dated on the full moon day of the month
of VaiSikha in the 7th year of the reign of the king Nardyanapdla-
deva. The date falls somewhere about the seventh decade of the

9th century A.D.

References t ASR, vol, III, pp. 12(ff; EI, vol. XXXV, pp.
225-28; Banerji, R.D., Pdlas of Bengal, pp. 20-21; Bhandarkar's
List No. 1616,

o0

The Bihar Stone Image Inscription of the time of
Nardyanapdla :—

The inscription is found imsctibed on a long piece of carved

stone, probably the portion of a pedestal of an image, which was
found in the inscription gallery of the Indian Museum at Calcutta.

Most probably it came with the other sculptures from the Bihar
Museum founded by Broadley, when the collection of the museum
was shifted to Calcutta. The inscription consists of two lines
of writing.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription records the erection of the image (on the
pedestal of which it is incised) by a Buddhist Elder (bhiksu-sthavira)
named Dharmmamitra, an inhabitant of the Andhra country in the
time of the king Nfrdyanap@la of the Pdla dynasty.
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The inscription  is dated in the month of Vaifakba in the 9th
year of the reign of the Piila ruler NArdyapapila, and assuch it
may be ascribed to the seventh decade of the 9th century A.D.

of the Bangiya Sahitya Parisad, vol- XV,

References : Journal
ar's List

p. 13; Banerji, R.D., Pdlas of Bengal, pp. 21-22; Bhandark
No. 1617,

91

The Bhagalpur bt;ppt.l‘-f'l-lfe Inscription of Nirirnﬁm:-

The inscription is inscribed ona copper-plate found at
Bhagalpur, the chief town of the Bhagalpur district.

Language—Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the INorth
Indian alphabets. :

The inscription purports to be a charter of the king Nariyna-
pdla of the Pdla dynasty issued from his victorious camp at Mudga-
giri (Monghyr) and records the grant of the village of Mauktika
to the temple of Siva at KalaSapota, which was situated in the
Kaksa-visaya of the Tira-bhiikti for the maintenance of the
temples of Siva and the preceptors devoted to Siva. It also attests
to the prevalence of the PaSupata sect of Saivism in Bihar

(line 19).

The inscription is dated on the 9th day of the month of
Vaifikha in the 17th year of the reign of the Pdla ruler Nardydna-
pila,and, hence, it may be placed in the beginning of the 10th
century A,D. The inscription thus suggests that at least up to
the 17th year of his reign, Mudgagiri (Monghyr) and Tirabhtkti
(Tirhut) were under the Pdla kings.

References :JASB, vol, XLVTI, pp. 404 ff: 1A, vol. X¥, pp. 3US ff
Banerji, R.D, Pdlas of Bengal, pp. 20-22; Maitreya, A.K Gaudale-

khamdla pp. 56 ff; Bhandarkar's List No 1618.
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92

The Bihar Brass Image Inscription of the time of Nirdyana—
pila :-

The inscription is inscribed on a Buddhist brass image from
Bihar, now under the possession of the Vadgiya S3hitya Parisad,
Calcutta.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North

Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Narayana-
pila of the Pila dynasty and records a benefaction of Rénaka
Tharuka, the son of Ucha and the resident of Udandapura.

The inscription is dated in the 54th year of the reign of the
Pdla ruler Narayanapdla ; hence, it may be placed about the middle
of the 10th century A.D.
References : IA, vol. XLVII, p. 11V; Journal of the Vainglya
Sdkitya Parisad vol, XXVIII, p. 169; Bhandarkar's List No, 1619,

93

The Bargaon Pillar Inscription of the reign of Rijyapila :—

The inscription is Inscribed on a pillar in the Jaina temple in
the village of Bargaon near Nélandi in the district of Nulanda.

Language—Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription is a votive label, suggesting the pillar to have
been erected in the time of Rijyapdla of the Pila dynasty.

The inscription refers to the 24th regnal year (samvar—24
M drgge-dine) of the Péla ruler Rajyapala.

References : A, vol. XLVIL, pp. 110-11; JRASBL, vol. XV,
1949, p.7; Bhandarkar"s List No. 1621,
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The Kuorkihira Bronze Image Inscription of the time of
Rijyapila :—

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on the pedestal of a
bronze image of the Buddha found at Kurkihdra in the district of
Gaya, The image is presently preserved in the Patna Museum,
Patna (PM Arch. No. 9729).

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets (or early Nagari).

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Réjyapila
of the Pila dynasty and records the gift of the image being made by
one who was born ina village in Kafchi bearing the auspicious
name Narasiriha Chaturvedin in a family of the Brihmanas versed
in the Vedas and VedAfgas and who later on became a disciple,
Prajifisithha by name, of the Sthavira Vairochana Simha. The
inscription contains the usual pious wish of transferring the merit to
the teachers, parents and all the living creatures,

The inscription is dated on the 8th day of the bright half of
the month of Vai$ikha in the 28th year of the reign of the Pila
ruler RAjyapéla, i.e. in the first half of the 10th century A.D.

References : JBORS, vol. XXVI, pp. 246-47, no. 52; Gupta,
P..Ll’ FMG.I{. pt ]55.
95

. The Karkihiira Bronze Image Inscription of the time of
Rijyapila :— :

The inscription is inscribed on the bronze image of Uma-
Mahe§vara found at Kurkibdra in the district of Gaya and presently
preserved in the Patna Museum, Patoa (PM Arch. No. 9772).

Language—>Sanskrit; characters —eastera vatietf of the Hurtl_h
Indian alphabets (or early NEgarl).

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king RAjyapila
of the Pila dynasty and records the religious gift of the image by
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one Milaka, the wife of Mahiaru, a resident of the Apanaka mona-
stery in the time of the king. The word ‘Gopdla’ appearing at the
end of the inscription may re present the neme of the sculptor.

The fnscription is dated in the 31st year of the reign of the
Pila ruler Réjyapila, i.e. in the first half of the 10th century A.D.

References 1 JISOA, vol. 11, 1934, pl. XXXII. 2; JBORS, vol.
XXVI, p. 250, no. 84; Gupta, P.L.,, PMCA, p. 153.

96

The Kuorkihdra Bronze Image Inscription of the time of Rijya-
pila : =

The inscription is inscribed on the bronze image of the seated
Vasudhérd found at Kurkibdra in the district of Gaya and presently
housed in the Patna Museum, Patna (PM Arch. No. 9738).

Language—Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets (or early Nagari).

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Rijyapila
of the Pila dynasty and records the religious gift of the image made
by one Va(tu)ka, the wife of Gopdlahino (7), in the Apanaka mon-

astery in the time of the king. The image was probably cast by the
architect (?) Sopdlahor3, a curious name though, there isno doubt

about the reading,
The inscription is dated in the 32nd year of the reign of the
Pila ruler Rijyapdls, i.e. in the first balf of the 1(th century A.D.

References : JISOA, vol. 11, 1934, pl. XXXVII, 1; JBORS, vol,
XXV1, pp. 247-48; Gupta, P. L , PM CA, pp. 149-50,

97

The Kuorkihira Bronze Image Inscription of the time of
Rijyapila :—

The inscription is inscribed on the bronze image of the seated
Vasudhd:d found at Kurkihira in the district of Gaya and presently
housed in the Patna Muscum, Patna (PM Arch, No. 9741(*
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Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets (or early Nagari).

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Rdjyapila
of the Pila dynasty and records the religious gift of the image
made by one Gauk3, another wife of Gopdlahino, in the Apanaka
monastery in the time of the king.

The inscription is dated in the 32nd year of the reign of the
Péla ruler Rijyapdla, i.e. in the first half of the 10th century A.D.

References: JISOA, vol. IT, 1934, pl. XXXII, 2; JBORS, vol.
XXVI, p. 248, no. 59; Gupta, P.L. PMCA, p. 150.

98

The Nilands Image Inscription of the time of Gopila II :-

The inscription (better known as the Vagi§varl image inscrip-
tion) is inscribed in two lines on the slab which served as the foot-
stool of the image of the Goddess of Learning (VAgi$vari) from
Nilandd (modern Bargaon) in the district of Nilanda. The image
is presently housed in the Indian Museum at Calcutta.

Language-Sanskrit; characters- eastern wariety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Gopila
(IT) of the Pala dynasty, and records the fact that the image of the
Goddess of Learning (VagiSvari) was endowed with lands yielding
rich corns. (According to R.D Banerji, it records that the image of
the goddess was covered with gold leaf by some unnamed person-

age).

The inscription is dated on the 8th day of the bright fort-
night of the month of Afvina during the first year (?) of the
refgn of Gopéladeva (II); hence, it may be ascribed to the 10th
century A.D.

References ‘ASR, vol. I, pl, XII. 1: ASR, vol. III, p. 120;
Martin, E., Eastern Indla, vol. 1, pl. XV .4; EI, vol XXIII, pp. 291ff.
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Banerji, R.D., Pdlas of Bengal; MASI WNo.66, pp. 83-84;
J & PASB (NS), vol. IV, p. 105; Mukherfi, R. N. and Maity, S.K.,
Corpus of Bengal Inscriptions,pp, 187-88 and 191-92; Bhandarkar’s
List No. 1622,

99

The Bodhgaya Image Inscription of the time of Gopdla IT:—

The inscription (better known as the Sakrasena or Sakasena
inscription) is inscribed in four lines on the stone slab which served
as the footstool of an image of the Buddha which was exhumed
amidst the ruins of the Mahibodhi temple at Bodhgaya. The image
is presently preserved in the Indian Museum at Calcutta.

Language —Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Gopdla
(II) of the Pdla dynasty and records the erection (framing) of the
image of Lord Buddha at the command of one Sakrasena (or
Sakasena), born in the land of the Sinihus, more commonly known
as Sr1 Dharmabhima, being desirious of attaining highest enlighten-
ment.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the consideration of
the palacography, Nilamani Chakravarty is inclined to regard it
as belonging to the time of the Pdla ruler Gopdladeva II ruling in
the 10th century A.D.

References : Cunningham, A., Mahabodhi, p. 63, pl. XXVIII,
J&PASB (NS), vol. IV, p. 105; Maitreya, A.K., Gaudalekhamaia,
pp.88ff: Mukherji,R.N. and Maity,S.K.,Corpus of Bengal Inscriptions
pp. 184-87 and 189-91; Bhandarkar's List No, 1623,

100

The Bodhgaya Image Inscription of the time of Mahipdla I :—

The inscription, consisting of three lines of writing, is inscribed
on the pedestal of a black basalt image of the Buddha, represented
as seated in the bhGmisparSa-mudrd, now worshipped as one of the
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Five Pandavas, in a small shrine just in front of the entrance of the
Mah&bodhi temple at Bodhgaya. The inscription is unfortunately
much ruined, the first part of each line having lost a number of
letters.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-castern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itsell to the reign of the king Mahipdla
(I) of the Péla dynasty and records the donation of two temples
(gandha-kuT) and the dedication of the image, on which it is inscri-
bed, by a person (whose name is unfortunately lost) for the benefit
of the donor’s father and mother, during the time of the king.

The inscription is dated on the 5th day of a certain month
(the name of which is missing) in the 1lth year of the prosperous
and victorious reign of the Péla ruler Mahipdla I, i.e. in the early
part of the 11th century A.D.

References ¢ ASR, vol. 111, p. 122, pl. XXXVIL 5; Martin,
Eastern India, 1, pl. X. 6; Mitra, R.L., Buddha Gaya, pp. 197-98; 1A
vol, IX, p. I144; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1627.

101
The Niilandd Stone Inscription of the time of Mahipéla I :—

The inscription is inscribed in twelve lines on the lintel of a
door discovered among the ruins at the time of excavating the
Baladitya temple at Nilanda. It is presently preserved in the Indian

Museum at Calcutia.
Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets,

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Mahipdla
(I) of the Pila dynasty and records the renovation of the great
(Edldditya) temple at NilandA in the time of the king, after it was
burnt down by a man pamed Baldditya, the son of Gurudatta and
the grandson of Haradatta, a Jydvisa of Tailidhaka (modern
Telarha), who had emigrated to the village from Kau$imbi. The
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burning of the Nilanda temple has been attributed to the Bengal
(Vabgila) army, which rebelled against the pro-Buddhist king,
sacked the Somapura Vihdra, invaded Magadha and burnt the
Niland3 Mahfivibfira (ASIAR, 1930-34, p. 212; EI, XXI, pp. 97-101;
IC, 1, pp. 292f) If tha view is accepted, it will be one of the rare

examples of destruction of the monasteries by the Brahmanical army
of Bengal. The event is placed in the time of Mahipdla (I). (Sinha,
B.P., Dynastic History of Magadha , p. 209).

The inscription is dated in the 11th year of the reign of
the Pila ruler Mahipdla I, i.e. in the early part of the Lith
century A.D.

References : ASR, vol 111, pp. 122-23; J & P ASB (NS), vol IV
pp. 106-07; Maitreya, A.K., Gaudalekhamald, pp. 101ff; Mukherji,
R.N. and Maity, S.K., Corpus of Bengal Inscriptions, pp- 208-09;
Banerji, R.D., Pdlas of Bengal, p. 35; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1626.

102

The Korkibira Bronze Image Inscription of the time of
Mahipdla I :(—

The inscription is incised in three lines on the bronze image
of the seated Prajfiapiramitd found at Kurkibdra in the district
of Gaya and presently preserved in the Patna Museum, Patna
(PM Arch. No. 9596). ‘. ;

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Mahipdla
(1) of the Pila dynasty and records the religious gift of the image
made by one who is mentioned as the son of the goldsmith named
Kefava in the time of the king.

The inscription is dated in the 31st year of the reign of the
Piila ruler Mahipdla I, i.e. in the first half of the 11th century A.D.

References : JISOA, vol II, 1934, pl. XXXIV 2: JBORS, vol.
XXXVI,p. 245, no. 49; Gupta, P.L., PMCA, p. 149. -
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103

The Imadpur Bronze Image Inscriptions of Mahipdla I ; -

Two identical inscriptions, both of them consisting of only
one line of writing each, are inscribed on the back of the pedes-
tals of the bronze images of (i) the goddess Ekanarméd with Krsna
and Balardma and (i) the Méatrkds found from a mound near the
village lmadpur in the district of Vai§dli, situated at a distance
of about 20 kms. north-cast'of Hajipur and 36 kms. south-west of
Muzaffarpur on the road running beetwen Hajipur and Muzaffar-

Language - Sanskrit; characters- eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscriptions refer the images to have been dedicated
during the reign period of the king MahipAladeva (I) of the Péla

dynasty.

The inscriptions are dated on the 2nd day of the bright fort-
night of the month of Jyestha in the 48th year of the reign of
the Pdla ruler Mahipdladeva I, i.e. in the first half of the
11th century A.D,

References: I4, vol.X1V, p. 165, no. 17; Banerji, R.D., Palas af
Bengal, p. 34; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1628.

104
The Tetrawan Image Inscription of Mahipéla I: =

The inscription is incised in three lines of very small letters
on the pedestal of a colossal image of the Buddha, still in situ at
the village Tetrawan, an ancient site about 10 kms. from Bihar-

sharif in the district of Nilandi,

Language—Sanskrit; characters— eastern variety of the North
Iodian alphabets.
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The inscription contains only the name of Mahipila, the
rest having been illegible. Most probably the image was dedicated
in the reign of the king Mahipdla (I) of the Pala dynasty.

The inscription is not dated. On the basis of its palacography,
it may be placed in the first half of the 11th century A.D.

References :ASR, vol, 111, p. 123, no. 11;Banerji, R.D. Palas of
Bengal p.37.
105
The Gaya (Krsna-dvirikd) Temple Inscription of the time of
Nayapéila :—
The inscription is inscribed in eighteen lines (covering a space
of 71 cms. in length and 30 cms, in height) on a slab of stone fixed

at the gate of the Krsoa-dviirikd temple at Gaya, constructed over
150 years back by one Sri Damodarlall Dhokri,

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

‘The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Nayapdla
of the P3la dynasty and records the completion of the comstruction
(which could not be finished by any earlier king year after year) of
a temple of the god Janiirdana (Krsna-Visou) by the reigning chief
Vifvaditya (Viévaripa of other records), the son of S$tdraka and
the grandson of Paritosa, belonging to the great family of the Bri-
hmanas. Essentially in the nature of a prafosti, it was composed by
a veterinary (vdji-vaidya) named Sahadeva and the engraving was
done by the artisan Sajthasoma, the son of Adhipasoma.

The inscription is dated in the 15th year of the reign of the
Pila ruler Nayapdla, i. e. in about the middle of the 11th century
A. D,

References : ASR, wol. III; EI, vol. XXXVI, pp, 81; 84-86;
JASE, 1900, pp. 190-£5; Maitreya, A.K., Gaudalekhaomald, pp. 110 fI,
Mukberji, R, N. and Maity, S. K. Corpus of Bengal Inscriptions,
pp. 141-50,
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The Gaya (Narasiraha) Temple Inscription of the time of Naya-

The inscription was found inscribed in fifteen lines, covering
an area of about 57 cms, in leogth and 25 cms. in height, inside the
small shrine of Narasimha in the compound of the Vispupada temple
at Gaya.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—ecastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Nayapdla
of the Pila dynasty and records the erection of the temple of the
god Gadfidhara (Visnu) and some unnamed shrines by ViSvartipa,
the son of SGdraka and the grandson of Paritosa in the time of the
king. The inscription, essentially a prafasti, was composed by the
Vaidya Vajrapiini and engraved by Sarvdnand, (Vi$viditya and
Viévartipa are probably identical, As the inscription was found in
the temple of Narasirbha, which is only a few paces behind that of
Gadadhara at Gaya, it seems certain that ancient materials, which
have been profusely used in the modern temple of Gadadhara, are
the remnants of the temple built by ViévarGpa in the 15th regnal

year of Nayapdla).
The inscription is dated in the 15th year of the reign of the
Pdla ruler Nayapdla, i.e in about the middle of the 11th century
A.D,
References : EI, vol. XXXVI, pp. 81, 86-88; Banerji, R.D.,
Pdlas of Bengal, pp. 37-39,
107

The Rajaona Image Inscription of Nayapila ;—

The inscription is inseribed on the pedestal of an image of a
goddess found at Rajaona (in the neighbourhood of the village
Vilgudar) in the district of Monghyr. The goddess is represented as
seated with a baby on her lap.
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Language - Sanskrit; characters —eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription on the image styles the goddess as Pundeévari,
and suggests that the image was installed during the reign of the
Pila ruler Nayapala.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the ground of palacogras<
phy, it may be ascribed to the 11th century A.D.

Reference : EI, vol. XXVIII, p. 138.

108

The Kurkihiira Bronze Image Inscription of the time of Vigraha-
pila Il :—

The inscription is incised in three lines on the bronze image of

the standing crowned Buddha found at . urkihdra in the district of
Gaya and presently preserved in the Patna Museum, Patna (PM

Arch. No. 9595).
Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.
The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Vigraha-

pila (I11) of the Pila dynasty and records the religious gift of the
jmage by one Tlkuka, the son of the Mahiiyina lay worshipper

named Diilapa in the time of the king.
The inscription is dated in the third year of the reign of the
Pala ruler Vigrabapdla II1, i.e. in the second half of the 11th cen-

tury A.D.
References : JISOA, vol. 11, 1934, pl. XXXIII. 1; JBORS, vol.
XXVI, p.240, no.5; Gupta, P.L., PMCA, pp. 131-32.

109

The Gaya (Akgayavata) Temple Inscription of the time of Vigra-

bapdla 111 :—
The inscription is inscribed in twenty-six lines on a slab of
stone, broken into two parts, affixed to the wall of a small shrine



92 Inieriptions of Bihar

under the aksayavaga at Gaya, covering a space of about 68 cms. in
length and 59 cms. in height, The central part of the inscription
carved on the slab has suffered seriously and is only partly legible;
otherwise the inscription is quite clear. (The original stone has
suffered very much from the effects of the weather so that it is al-
most impossible to decipher the central portions of the lines at the
middle of the inscription,)

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Vigraha-
pala (IIl) of the Pila dynasty and records the ereciion of two
temples of Siva—the one of Vateia (a Lidga at the aksayavata
and the other of PrapitAmaheSvara and other shrines by Visvarfipa
(or Vigvaditya), (the son of Stdraka) at Gaya. The inscription,
essentially a prafasti bestows vague grandiloguent praises upon
Stdraka, and says about ViévarGipa that he destroyed all his enemies
(Majumdar, R.C., The History of Ancient Bengal, p. 141). The pra-
$asti was composed by Vaidya Dharmapdni, who was a friend or
subordinate to Vi§vartpa (or Vi§vaditya).

The inscription is dated in the 5th year of the reign of the
Pala ruler Vigrahapdla Ill, in the latter half of the 11th century
A.D.

References : E1, vol. XXXVI, pp. 81, 89-92; Banerji, R.D.,
Pdlas of Bengal, p. 65,

110
The Terracotta Seal Inscription of the time of Vigrahapsla ITI:-

The inscription is inscribed in nineteen lines on an oval shaped
terracotta seal, the exact find-spot of which is not known; but is
presently preserved in the Patna Muscum, Patna.

Languige-Sanskrit; characters-eastern  variety of the North
Indian alphabets. i

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Vicraha.
péla (II) of the Pdla dynasty and records some pious gifts made
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by one who is named as Sdntarakhita. Only first four lines of the
inscription could be read with some confidence, the rest being too
indistinct of any use.

The inscription is dated in the 8th year of the glorious reign of
the Pila ruler Vigrahapdla III, i.e. in th:latter balf of the 11th
century A. D.

Reference ;: JBORS, vol. XXVI, pp. 35-34,
111
The Bihar Image Inscription of Vigrahapdla IIT :—

The inscription is inscribed on the pedestal of an image of
the Buddha found at Biharsharif, the chief town of the Nilandd
district. The image was subsequently removed to the Indian Museum
at Calcutta, but it could not be traced there.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The image being untraced, the content of the inscription is
not known. The inscription, however, refers itself to the reign of
the king Vigrahapéla (Il1) of the Pala dynasty, and is dated on the
18th day of the month of Marga (Marga$irsa) in the 12th year of the
reign of the Pla ruler, ie. in the latter half of the 11th century A.D.

References : ASR, vol. IiI, p. 121; Banerji, R,D., Pdlas of
Hengal,p. 42; Bhandarkar's List No, 1633,

112

The Gaya (Gadidhara) Image Inscription of VidvarGpa -

The inscription is inscribed on a slab of stone under the
image of the god Gadidhara in the Gadddhara temple at Gaya.
As the image could not be removed without wounding the religious
feelings of the local population, only the first five lines of the
epigraph with some traces of the writing at the hugmmn; of the
sixth line could be copied.
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Language-Sanskrit, characters- eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

Beginning with an invocation to the Sun god (Om name
Marttapddya) and a verse in praise of the god, the inscription
records the erection of a temple for housing several deities, inclus
ding Maun&ditya and Vijeyaditya, probably two aspects of the Sun
god, by the same ViSvarlipa or Visvditya, who has been mentioned
as the grandson of Paritosa.

The inscription bears a date in the year 15; but it is difficult
to say if the inscription was dated in the !5th year of the reign of
the king Nayapfiladeva of the Pila dynasty, like the Gaya
Narasimha temple inscription. The inscription has, however, been
referred to the reign of the Pdla ruler Vigrahapila 111, becanse
its writing resembles that of the Aksayavaga Temple inscription
of the time of this ruler,

References : EI, vol. XXXVI, pp. 81, 88-89; Banerji R. D.
Palas of Bengal, p. 55.

113

The Bangaon Copper Plate Inscription of Vigrahapala IIT;—

The inscription, consisting of fifty-one lines of writing is
inscribed on both the sides of a copper plate, measuring 34 cms.
in height and 31 cms. in breadth, found at the village of Bangaon,
P O. Bariahi, in the district of Saharsa, having 32 lines of writing
on the obverse and the remaining 19 lines on the reverse side of
the plate.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets,

The inscription purports to be the charter of the king
Vigrahapala (IIT) of the Pdla dynasty, issued from the camp of
victory (jayaskandhdvdra) at Kéafichanapura, and records the
grant of the land at the village Vasukdvartta in the Hodreya-visaya
(district) of the TTra-bhkti, to a Brihmana named GhiniGkasar-
man, an iphabitant of It{Ahdka or Iuhoka (but originally from
Koldacha) by the Pila ruler Vigrahapdla III.
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The copper plate belenged to one Pandit Ghughur Jha,
who had discovered it accidently in the south-eastern part of the
village where it was found buried in the carth with only the top
part of the plate being visible above the ground.

The inscription is dated on the 28th day, probaply of the
month of Afvayuj (?), in the 17th regnal year of the Pila ruler
Vigrahapdla III, i.e. in the latter half of the 11th century A.D.

Reference ; EI, vol. XXIX, pp. 48-57.
114

The Kurkihiira Bronze Image Inscription of the time of Vigraha-
pala III : —

The inscription is inscribed in two lines on the bronze image
of the standing crowned Buddha found at Kurkib@ra and presently
preserved in the Patna Museum, Patna (P.M. Arch, No.9588).

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Vigraha-
péla III of the Pdla dynasty and records the pious gift of the
image made probably by one Utimardka, the son of the Mahattama
Datlapa, in the time of the king.

The inscription is dated in the 19th year of the reign of the
Pila ruler Vigrahapiila III, ie. in the latter hall of the 11th
century A.D.

References : JBORS, vol. XXVI, p.239,no. I; Gupta, P.L.,
PMCA, p. 133.

115

The Kurkihira Bromze Image Inscription of the time of
Vigrahapdla I11 :—

The inscription is inscribed in three lines on the bronze
image of the standing crowned Buddha found at Kurkib@ra in the
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district of Gaya and presently preserved in the Patna Museum,
Patna (P.M. Arch. No. 9594).

Language—Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king

VigrahapZla III of the Pdla dynasty and records the religious gift of
the image made by one Pekhokd, the wife or daughter-in-law of the

Mahattama Ditlapa (Dtlapavadhu) in the time of the king.

The inscription is dated in the 19th year of the reign of the
Péla ruler Vigrahapdla III, i.e. in the latter half of the 1ith
century A.D,

References : JISOA, vol. 11, 1924, pl. XXXIV 3; J BORS, vol.
XXVI, p. 240, no. 4; Gupta, P.L., PMCA p. 135.

116

The Nauligarh Image Inscription of the time of Vigrahapila III ;
The inscription is incised on the pedestal of a stone image
found in the village of Nauldgarh, 25 kms. to the north of Begusarai,

in the district of Begusarai.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern  variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Vigraha-
pila III of the Pdla dynasty, and records the construction of the
image, on the pedestal of which it is incised, on behalf of a woman
named Afokfi, the wife of one Dhammaji (Dharmajit) and the
daughter of a vintner of K¢mild named MahAmati.

The inscription is dated in the 24th year of the reign of the
Pila ruler Vigrahapdla III, i.e. in the latter half of the 1ith
century A.D,

Refereces : G.D. College Bulletin (Begusaraf) Series No, 1,pp,1-16;
IBRS vol, XXXVI1, 1951, pts, iii-iv, pp. 1-4.
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' The Gaya (Sitald) Temple Inscription of Yaksapila ;—

The inscription was found hidden behind a door-jamb inside
a small temple at Gaya called the Sftald temple, situated on the
side of a paved tank, close to the river Phalgn and just behind the
Gaya Zila School. The inscription consists of twenty-two lines
of writing, covering a space of about 44 cms. in length and 31 cms.
in height.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets belonging to the middle of the 1ith century A.D.

The inscription records the erection of a temple dedicated to
various deities, including Maundditya (Sun-god), excavation of a
tank called Uttaramdnasa and establishment of a saftra or free-
feeding house near the Aksayavata by the king Yaksapdla, the son
of Vifvartipa and the grandson of Stdraka of the great Brahmana
family, It is a prafasti composed by the Brahmuna Murdrl
belonging to the family bailing from Agi-grama and was
written by Padmapfini. (The gencalogy bepins with Stdraka,
who is said to have defeated his enemies and driven them to
forests. Then follows a very significant but somewhat obscure
expression about him, which, according to Kielhorn, would mean,
‘Lord of Gauda paid homage to Sudraka’ (14, XVI, p. 63); but,
according to R.C. Majumdar: ‘the Lord of Gauda formally honoured
Sdraka by investing him as king with proper ceremony. In any
case it shows that at the time the record was composed, the preten-
sions of the family rose higher than before' (Hisdory of

Ancient Benzal pp. 141-42),

The inscriptioa is not dated; but, on the palacographic ground,
it may be assigned to the middle of the 11th century A.D. (The
family of Yaksapdla was very important during the reign periods
of Nayapdla, Vigrahapdla HI and his sons).

References : EI, vol. XXXVI, pp. 8L, 92-94; IA, vol. XVI, pp.
63 ff; Banerji, R. D., Pdlas of Bengal, pp. 55-57.
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The Lai Image Inscription of Vikramadevi, wife of Yaksapdla :—

The inscription is inscribed in three lines on the broken
pedestal of a Jost image discovered at the village of Lai, sifuated
about 10 kms. from Kajra and about 16 kms. from Luckeesarai,
in the district of Monghyr, covering a space of about 9.8 cms by
4.4 cms.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets of about the 12th century A.D,

The inscription records the fact that the image, on which it
is engraved, was caused to be made by Vikramadevl, the chief
queen of the Kanaka Yaksapdla, wno is described as ddnapati and
rdsdgdrika (officer in charge of the king’s vdsagdra ie. the
inner part of the house or bed chamber). (The name of Yaksapdla
may suggest thal he was a scion of the imperial Pala house of Bibar
and Beogal).

The inscription is nct dated in any era. The date porlion at
the end reads ‘32 Vai......" The year 32 may be taken as referring
to the reign of the suzerain, whose name has not been mentioned
in the inscription. Palacographically, the inscription may be assig-
ned to the 12th ceatury A. D.

Reference: El, vol. XXX, pp. 82-84.
119

The Villgudar Image Inscription of RKAmapala :—

The inscription is inscribed on a mutilated image of a goddess
seated with a child in her lap and is presently preserved in the
Asutosh Museum of the Culcuila University at Calcuita,

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.,

The inscription refers itsell to the reign of the king RAmapdla
oi the Pala dynasty and suggests that the image, on which it is
inscribed, was installed during the reign of the Fila ruler.
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The inscription, on the copsideration of its pulacography,
may be assigoed 1o the last quarier of the Llth or the early part of
the 12th century A,D.

Reference ; El, vol. XXVILL, p. 138,
120

The Tetrawan Image Inscription of the time of Ramapdla :—

The inscription is inscribed in two lines on the pecestal of a
standing female statue found at Tetrawan in tie district of Nilandd
and is presently housed in the Indian Museum at Calcutta, The
inscription is partly damaged.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets,

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Ramapati
(who is none eise than RkAmapdla of the Pala dynasty and r.cords
the erection of an image of the goddess Tard by ome Bhafta
Ichchhara in the tims of the king.

The inscription is dated in the 2nd year of the reign of the

king RAmapati {i.e. the Fila ruler wAmapdla),i.e. in the last quarter
of the 11th century A.D.

References : ASR, vol. 111, p. 124; JASB, 1872, pti, p- 282;
J&PASB (NS), vol, IV, p. 10, pl. VIE Banerji, R.D.; Palas cf
Bengal, p- 53.

121

The Chandiman Image Inscription of the time of Rimapdla (—

The inscription is inscribed in three lines of small letters
onan imuge of the Bodhi-aitva Padmapdni found at Chandimau,
a village situated near the western bank of the river Pafizhdna, .5
kms. 1o the noril-east of the Indrafaila peak near Giriyek and
ust 11 25 Kms, to the south-east of Nilandd (or Bargaon) in ihe
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district of Nilandi. The image was found lying among the number
of broken ones in the outskirt of the village Chandimau, and was

late 1on removed to the Indian Museum at Calcutta.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

Opening with the usual Buddhist creed ‘Ye dhamma hetu
prabhavd......", the inscription refers itself to the reign of the king
RAmapdla of the Pila dynasty and records the dedication of the
image of the Bodhisattva Padmapdni at or near the modern village
of Chandimau in the i-@landd diswrict by one Parama Up@saka
(chief lay brother), an inhabitant of K&@jagrha, in the reign of the
Pdla ruler. The donor 54dhu Saharana was most probably a Vaiya

by caste and a merchant by profession.

The inscription is dated on the 30th day in the month of
Asddha in the 12th year of the reign of the Pala ruler RAmapdla,
i.e. in the last quarter of the [1th century A.D. (N.B. «{.D, Banerji
remarks ¢ “The date of the inscription is the most interesting part
as it proves conclusively that RAmupdia reigned for a considerable
length of time, at least 4: years." Obviously Banerji has mistaken in
reading ‘42’ for /12°. Cunningham read the date as “12’; but R.D.

Banerji read it as ‘42’).

References : ASR, vol. XI, p. 69; ASIAR, 1911-12, pp. 161f;
Cunningham, A., Mahdbodhi, p. 65; Banerji, R.D., Padlas of Bengal,
pp. 53-54; Bhandarkar's List No. 1636.

N. B.: In addition to these, the inscriptions of Raimapdla have
also been found at Bodhgaya (Cunningham. A., Mahdbodhi, p. 65)
and Uren (Chowdhary, R.K. Select Inscriptions. of Bihar, p. 92).
Uren is an old village in the western part of the district of Monghyr,
Iying by the side of the railway line running between Kiul and
Kajra stations on the Eastern Railway, about 12 kms. from Kiul
and 4 kms. from Kajra. On the other side of the village stands the
small range known as the Uren hills, The inscription is much mutila-
ted and contains only the name of the Pila ruler RAmapdla, Even the
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Sarivat portion is missiog (......dhirdja... ..Seimadrdmipiladevavijaya
rdjyesarivar...). There is another inscription of Ramapdladeva
at Uren which is also considerably damaged. (Chowdhary, R.K.
op. cit p. 92). The Bodhgaya inscription is inscribed on 2 long
slab of stone. It was noticed by Cunningham; but he does not
specify its findspot. Presumably it may have come from Bodhgaya.
Itis, however, now missing. The inscripiion is mot referred to
anywhere else, not even in the Bhandarkar’s List of Inscriptions.
(Cunningham, A., Mahdboedhi, p. 65).

122

The Bihar Hill Image Inscription of Madanapila :—

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on the base of an
image of the goddess Sasthl discovered on the Bihar hill in the
district of Nilandd; but the image cannot be (raced at present.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-castern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itszIf to the reign of the kin2 Madana-
pila of the Pila dynasty, and records the religious gift (deyadhar-
mmoyem dinapati ndnou ...-) of the image on the base of which
itis incised. The inscription is unfortunately incomplele.

The inscription is dated on the 24th day of the month of
Vai§ikha in the 3rd year of the reign of the Pdia ruler Madanapdla
(§ri man  Madanapaladeva vijayirdjye.....san... 3 ..V aiakha
dine 24), i.e, about the middle of the I2th century A.D.

References : ASR, vol. 1II, p. 124; Banerji. R. D., Pdlas of
Bengal, p. 64; Bhandarkar’s List No. 163 .

123
The Armi Pillar Inscription of Madanapila :-

The inscription is engraved on what looks like the part of a
stone pillar at the village of Arm3@ near the Kiul railway station
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dm:'the district of Monghyr. There are altogether twelve lines of
writing covering an ares of about 24 cms. in height and 14 ¢ms.

in breadh,

Language—Sanskrit: characters-eastern veriety of the North
Indian alphabets of about the 12th century A.D.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Madana-
piln of the Pila dynasty, and records the grant of a village called
Khandapétaka-gr&ma in favour of a Buddhist monastery (Dhavala-
sarigha) by S&rthadevikd, the queen of the Mahdmandalika Jaskha-
pila (i. e. Yaksapdla).» The inscription mentions about the Lord
of P14h1 (PTthipati) Devasena as the ruler of the territory including
the ArmE region in V/estern Monghyr. (Pithi appears to have
included the whole of the Gaya region and a part of West and

South Monghyr.)

The inscription is dated on a particular day in the month of
Vaiddkha in the 14th year of the reign of the Pdla ruler Madana-
pédla, and hence it may be dated in c. 1157 A.D.

Reference : El, vol. XXXVI, pp.42-44,
124
The Vilgudar Image Inscription of the time of Madanapdla :-

The inscription is inscribed in three lines on the stone pedestal
of an image, now lost, from the village of Vdlgudsr, near the
Mankatha railway station, in the district of Monghyr, covering an
area of about 18. 8 cms. in length and 3 cms, in  height.

Language—Sanskrit; characters-castern variety of the North
Indian alphabets,

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Madana-
péila of the Fdla dynasty and records thatsn image of the god
Nirdyana was installed ot Krmild by two Paramavaisnava brothers
Abhi and Inda (Indra) in the time of the king.
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. The inscription is dated on the 1lth day of the month of
Jyestha in the 18th year of the reign of the piila ruler Madana-
pila, corresponding to Saka 1013, i.e 1161 A. D, '

Reference ¢ EI, vol. XXVIII, pp. 138 if.

N. B. There is another mutilated inscription of Madanapdla-
_deya, at Garhi, south of Kiul in the district of Monghyr. Various
inscribed images -are found in these areas, (Chowdhay, R.K.
Select Inscriptions of Bihar, p. 94)-

125

The Jayanagar Image Inscription of Madanapila :-

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on the pedestal of
a Buddhist image found at Jayinagar mnear Luckeesarai in the
district of Monghyr; but this image is missing at present,

Language - Sanskril; characters- eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.
The first line of the inscription is given 1

of making gifts and the last line contains t
date of the king Madanapdila of the Pila dynasty.

n the usual formula
he name and the

The inscription is dated on the 30th day in the month of
Afwina in the 19th year of the reign of the Pala ruler Madana-
pila i.e. in the second half of the 12th century A. D.

" References : ASR, vol. 11T, p. 125, no. 17: ASR, vol. XV, p.
174; E1, vol- V, Appendix, p. 87, no. 645 Banerji, R. D.,Pdlas

of Bemgal, p. 64.
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The Nongarh Image Tnscription of the time of Madanapla : =

e nADe inscription Is engraved in three liges on the p#d_ﬂl:&l ofa
broken image found at Nongarh under the Sikandara polic-station,
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within the Jamui sub-division of the Monghyr district, covering
80 area of about 15.3 cms. in length and a little above 2.5 cms.

in height,

Language-Sanskrit; characters-castern variety of the North
Indian alphabets of the 12th century A.D.,

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Madana-
pila of the Pila dynasty, and records that the image, on the
pedestal of which it is engraved, was the deya-dharma (a religious
gift) of Danapati Seja and his wife A$)kd . (The expression

ddnapari indicates a person who took a vow to get an image
of a particular deity made and installed in a shrine on the fulfil-
ment of his desire.) The image of the deity was apparently installed

at a place called Daka.

The inscription is dated on the 23rd day of the month of
Mérgafirsa in the year (Vikrama) (1)201, corresponding to the
4th November 1144 A.D,

Reference: El, vol, XXXVI, pp. 41-42.
127

The Bodhgaya Image lascription of Piirpabhadra ;—

The inscription is inscribed in two lines, each 1.83 metres
long, on the pedestal of a stons image of the Buddha installed in
the sanctum of the Mahdbodhi tem ple at Bodhgaya. The inseription
has not yet been read fully, '

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Kutila (of a later date)—castern
variety of the North Indian alphabets of the 12th century A.D.

The inscription does not refer itself to the reign of amy
king. It gives the usual Buddhist creed ‘ye dhamma hetu ..." and
records the construction of a temple (gandhak ufT) with three images
by Sri Parnabhadra, the son of the illustrious Sdmanta and the

grandson of Dharma of the Chhinda family.
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The inscription also refers to Uddandapura, where the temple
was erected (7, and to Achdrya Jayasena.

The inscription does mot bear any date; but, on the basis of
its palacography, it may be assigned to the same period as those
of the Fila ruler Madanapdla, i.e. in the latter half of the 12th
century A. D,

References : Cunningham, A., Mahabodhi, pp. 64-65; Mitra,R.L.,
Buddha-Gaya, p. 198; I4 vol. 1X, pp. 143(L; Bhandarkar’s List No.

1459,f.n. 2.
128

The Antichak Votive Inscription of S@hura and Masanikeéa :—

The inscription, consisting of thirty lines of writing is neatly
incised on the four sides of a pyramidal piece of stone, which
in itself appearsto be a part of some large sized architeciural
member, probably of a pillar, found at Antichak, a village situated
hardly at a distance of '3 kms. north-east of the Colgong rail.
way station in the district of Bhagalpur. The village is sup
to be the most probable site of the Vikrama$ila Mahdvihdra
which was founded by the Péla ruler Dharmapdla. The inscription
is unfortunately damaged at vital parts, most of the lines
having been irretrievably lost.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North Indian
alphabets of the 1Ith century A.D.

The inscription appears to refer to the city of Champi, located
in the neighbourhood of the Bhagalpur town, and introduces four
generations of kings-KeSara, Harhsana, SAhura and Masanikefa. In
the inscription, KeSara is referred to as RéjadhirAja Paramevara
Divyamtrti and Sakalabhtimipatipradipah. His son was Harmhsana,
whose son was SAhura. No specific activivics are mentioned about
Kefara and Harsana, About Sihura, some specific informations
appear to have been given, though due to the damage of the inserip=
tion at vital parts, they cannot be made out with certainty. It is said
that SAhura was personally received by the king of Gauda (Gauda-
parefvara). Then it appears to state that the general Sonadima
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of the king of Vahga (Vafigesvara) led a large army consisting of
chariots (vimdna) and hundreds of boats to subdue Sdhura. The
battle was fought on the bank of the Ganges, probably at the
present site of Antichak, which lies on the old bank of the Gafgdl
and is on the road to Kahalgaon, having Rajmahal on the one side
and Patharghatta (or Vaje$varasthiina) on the other. In this battle

Sdhura was victorious.

The names of the four kings mentioned in the inscription
appear to be outlandish, and may refer to some indigenous tribal
people. The area of Kahalgaon-Deogarh has still a sizeable Adivasi
population, and is hilly and forested. It appears that in the
disturbed conditions following the death of Nayapdla, the region
near Kahalgaon became practically independent under Kefara who
is endowed with high sounding titles.

The king of Gauda and the king of Vafiga referred to in
the inscription were obviously two different persons. The king of
Gauda cou'd be Madanapdla, the Pdla ruler, and the king of
Vadiga was Vijayasena of the Sena dynasty. The reference in
the Deopdrd inscription to the despatch of the naval and the
land forces along the course of the Ganges was directed against
Sahura, the ruler in South-East Bihar. It appears (hat when
Madanapdla was ousted from Gauda by Vijayasena some time
afier 1151-52 A.D. (the Manhali Grant), he had fallen back on
the remnant of the Pdla kingdom in Bihar-Afiga and Magadha.
He was in search of allies and S&hura bscame a friend of
Madanapdla who received him personally. This brought over
Sdhura the ire of the Sena king Vijavasena, and he senta joint
land and naval force wunder Sonaddma against S3hura; but,
according to the Antichak inscription, the Sena invasion was
repulsed by Swhura, This battle must have been fousht between
1152 and 1158 A.D.when Vijayasena died. There is no evidence
that Sdhura was a vassal of the Gauda king. Ihe Antichak
inscription only says that the king of Gauda received him perso-
nally. So Sdhura was a friend, and most probably a depsadant
of Madanapdla, as the Monghyr district and the Gaya district
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appear to have been under Madanapdila's soverciguty at least
down to c. 1157 A.D. I

SAhura’s son MasanikeSa appears to have basked in the
glory of his father. He was a patron of a Buddhist scholar, Mafiju-
ér1 by name, who composed the Antichak inscription.

The inscription is not dated; bat, on the consideration of its
pilacography, it may bz assigned to the second half of the

12th century A.D.

References : Journal of Ancient Indian History, Calcutta Univers
sity, vol. VI, pts. i and ii, pp. 55ff; Sinha, B. P., Dynastic History
of Magadha, pp. 228-29. ‘
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The Gaya Image Inscription of the time of Govindapéla :(—

The inscription is inscribed on the back slab of the stone image
of a four-armed female deity which was found embedded in the wall
of a small shrine close to the Gadadhara temple below the cours
tyard of the Visnupada temple at Gaya. It consists of fifteen lines
of writing, the last line having been eng
margin of the slab.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-casiern
Indian alphabets ol the 12th century A.D.

The inscription refers itsell to the reign of the king Govinda-
pla of the Pila dynasty, and records some transaction which
one Vidy@dhara, the son of Dallana, of the Vadistha-gotra, who
was an incense burner (guggulin) in the temple, created some ‘dhana’
(money) at the temple of Gadabhyt (Gadédhara) for making
provision for feeding the Brihmanas at the temple on the 5th day
of the bright forinight of the month of Advina every year, and it
was conducted by the pzople who appear 1o have heen all devoted
to Visnu. {Madanap&la was the last member so far definitely known
of the Pdla family of Dharmapdla and Devapdla. Govindapdla
may have been a scion of the Pdla family and he is knowao as

raved vertically in the left

variety of the North
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‘GaudeSvara’ in the inscription; but his relationship with Madana-
péla is not known. (Sinha, B.P., Dynastic History of Magadha p, 232)

The one line of writing in the left margin is a separate endorse-
ment which appears to mean that the annual interest of 16 kdrsd-
panas accruing to the deposit made by Vidyddhara after one year
was handed over to the temple anthorities by Réghava and others
for arranging for the feeding of the Bradhmanas on tae fixed date.

The inscription is dated on the 5th day of the bright fortnight
of the month of Avioa in the Vikrama year 1232 in the year 14 of
the ‘gata-rdjya’ of Govindapila, corresponding to monday, the 22nd
September, 1175 A.D. (EI, vol, V, Appendix p. 24, 166). (N.B.
There is, however, no evidence in the whole range of the North
Indian inseriptions of an ‘expired reznal year’ being used to express
& date, The expression ‘gata-rdjya’ of Govindapdla may mean that
Govindapdla’s reign had ceased at Gaya; but he was still continuing
at some other place),

References : ASR, vol, TIT p. 127 EI, vol V, Appendix, p. 24,
mo. 166: EI, vol. XXXV, Pp. 233-38; 14, vol XIX, p. 358; Banerji,
R.D., Pélas of Bengal, p. 68; Bhandarkar’s List No. 370.
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The Jayanagar Image Inscription of the time of Palapila : —

The inscriptien is inscribed in five lines on the pedestal of a
Pdla image of the four-armed goddess Siddheévar] obtainad from
the village Jayanagar (also called Kawava-layanagar), near the
Luckeesarai railway station, on the river Kiul, in the western part
of the Monghyr district, It is presently housed in the Victoria
and Albert Museum, London.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets of the 12th century A.D.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Palapdla
of the Pila dynasty and records the installation of the image of the
goddess Purnefvail (or Punyedvari) at the city of Champd by one
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Utakva in the reign period of the Pdla ruler who is mentioned as
Gaudéevara Palapdla.’(R.C. Majumdar, however, doubts the reading
of *Gaudcévara Palapdla,” History of Ancient Bengal, p. 195, note
264).

The inscription is dated on the 3rd day of the month of
Chaitra in the 35 th year of the reizn of the Pila ruler Palapdla, i.e.
in the latter half of the 12th century A.D.

References : ASR, vol. lII, pp. 159-67; pl. XLV, 35 IHQ,
VI, p. 164; JBORS, vol. X1V, 1928, p. 416; JBO RS, vol XV, 1929 p.
649; JBRS, vol. XLI, 1955, pp. 142-53; Bhandarkar's List No. 1648,
Sinha, B.P., Dynastic History of Magadha, pp, 231-33.
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The Sanokhara Metal Cover Inscription of Ballilasena : —

The inscription is inscribed on a metal (copper) cover of an
image of SGrya, measuring 31.8 cms. in height. and 81.4 cms,
and 115 ems. respectively in circumference of its central part and
pedestal, obtained from the temple at the village of Sanokhara,
situated at a distance of about 16 kms. from Colgong {Kahalgaon)
in the district of Bhagalpur. The inscription is engraved in a
single line running along the circumference of the metal cover, the
length of the written line being 33 cms.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern wvariety of the North
Indian alphabets, closely resembling the script used in the East
Indian records of about the 12th century A.D.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Balldlasena
of the Sena dynasty and records that the copper cover of the image,

caused to be made by one Chihoka, the chiel priest of the temple, is
granted in favour of the illustrious lord Damachiditya (i.e. Strya)

in the time of the king.

The inscription is dated in the 9th year of the reign of the
Sena ruler Ball@lasena, i.e. in the latter half of the 12th century A.D,
(in cir, 1166 A.D,)

References : EI, vol, XXX, pp. 78-82; 1H Q, vol, XXX, p. 212
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The Dighwi-Dubauli Copper-Plate Inscription of the time of
Mahfirdja Mahendrapila :—

The inscription is inscribed in fourteen lines on the one side of
a copper plate (measuring 53.4 cms. by 42 cms.) from Dighwa-
Dubauli, a village situaled about 40 kms. south-cast of Gopalganj,

the chief town of the Gopalganj district.

Language- sanskrit; characters-North Indian alphabets of about
the Eth-9th century A.D.

The in:cription purports to be the charter of the Gurjara=
Pratikfira king Mahendrapdla issued from the camp at Mahodaya
(i.e, Kanauj), and records the grant of the village of PAniyaka-
grima of the Valiyakd-visaya in the §rdvasti-bhikti to the Bhajta
Padmasara of the SAvarna-gotra by the king.

The inscription is dated on the 1Cth day of the bright fortnight
of the month of Migha (January-February) in the year 155. The
era to which the year 155 is to be referred to is not specified; but,
applying the date to the era of Harsavardhana of Kanauj (commen-
cine in A.D. 606-07), its date would come to 761-62 A.D: (IA,
vol. XV, pp. 105f). But Mahendrapdia flourished in the last quarter
of the 9th and the early part of the 10th centuries A.D. The inscrip-
tion may, therefore, be assigned to the last quarter of the 9th

century A.D.
Reference : IA, vol. XV, pp. 105-13.
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The Biharsharif Image Inscription of the time of Mahzndrapdla —

The inscription is engraved in two lines on the pedestal ofa
stone image of the Buddha represented as seated in the arttitude of
teaching. It was found lying in a corner of the house of a dealer

in antiguities who had then recently got it from an old woman of
Biharsharif, The image is presently housed in the Indian Museum
at Calcutta.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-North Indian alphabets of the
9th-10th century A D.

The inscrip tion refers itself to the reign of the king Mahendra-
pila of the Gurjara-Pratihdira dynasty and records the image to have
been set up by one Kum&rabhadra as a gift of the Saindbavas (i.e.
the residents of Sindh) during the reign period of the kin .

The inseription is dated on the first day [ prafpaddyam), (and

not on the 1Vth day as some sholars have read), of the bright fort-
tnight of the month of Chaitra in the year 4 during the reign of
| Gurjara-Pratibdra ruler Mahendrapdla, i.e. in the last quarter

of the 9th century A.D.
References : ASIAR, 1923-24, p. 102; MAST No.66, pp. 103-06;
Bhandarkar's List No. 1645,
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The Ram-Gaya Image Tnscription of the time of Mahendrapdla :—

The inscription is inscribed in two lines on the pedestal of the
figures of the ten incarnations of Visnu (Dasd@vatdra panel) found

embedded in the wall of a modern temple of Siva at Ram-Gaya,
situated on the cther side of the river Phalgu, just opposite to the

temple of Gac@dhara at Gaya.
Language-Sanskrit; characters-acute angled chacacters of the
9th-1Cth century A.D.
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The inscription refers itself to the reign of the Gurjara-Pratihdra
ruler Mahendrapila, and records the image to be a gift from
Sahadeva, the son of Rs1 Saudi (Sauri), in the time of the king.

The inscription is dated in the 8th year from the coronation
of the Gurjara-Pratibdra ruler Mahendrapila (Savivar § Sri-Mahe-
ndrapdla-rajyabhiseka), ie, in the last quarter of the 9th century
AD.

References : ASR, vol. IlI, p. 123; Banerji R.D.. Pdlas of
Bengal, pp. 23-24; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1645.

135
mﬂmuﬁlmaeluﬂpﬁuﬂﬂeﬂnﬂﬂw:—

The inscription is inscribed in seven lines on the throne of a
figure of the Buddha found at Gunanyi, a village near the Grand
Trunk Road, in the district of Gaya. The inscribed portion of the

sculpture is clear.
Language-Sanskrit; characters-acute angled characters of the
9th-10th century A.D.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Mahendra-
pala of the Gurjara-Pratibdra dynasty, and records the image to be a
religious gift made in the time of the king.

The inscription is dated on the 5th day in the bright fortnight
of the month of Vai§ikha in the year 9 of the reign of the Gurjara-

Pratihfira ruler Mahendrapdla, i.e. in the last quarier of the 9th
century A.D. (Cunningham, however, read the year mentioned in
the inscription as ‘19" for *9". ASR, 111, p. 124, no. 14).

References : ASR, vol. 11I, p. 124, no. 14; JIS0A, vol. XVL, p.
278, pl. V; I4, vol. XLVII, p. 110; Banerji, R.D., Pdlas of Bengal,
p. 24; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1646.

Kittoe found an inscription of this king Mahendrapdladeva
somewhere in Bibar, but as he did not state the exact locality, itis
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no use searching for it. Some day it will come up as a new discos
very of some one who chances to stumble on it. According to
M ajor Kittoe, this inscription was dated in the 19th year of the
king—*One mentions the fact of the party having apostatized, and
again returned to the worship of the Sakya, in the 19th year of the
reign of Sr1 Mahendrapdladeva, There are two votive inscriptions
of Mahendrapéiladeva in the British Museum. One of these records
the erection, most probably of an image, by a Buddhist monk named
Kusuma in the ninth year of Mahendrapdla, (Cf. Bhandarkar's
List No. 1644. Here the year is ‘6" and not ‘9" in the month of
Jyestha in the bright fortnight; the tithi portion is missing. *Sazivat
6, Jyestha Sudi.’ Kielhorn, Nachrichten, etc., 19.4, pp. 210f.). The
pature of the contents of the inscription is not known; but it is
dated in the second year of Mahendrap@ladeva., (Cf. Bhandarkar’s
List No. 1641. Sarh, 2 Mdirggasudl 9.......Kielhorn, Nachrichien
dk. Ges. d. Wissenschaften zu Gottingen, 1904, p. 211). It may be
that the third inscription mentioned by Major Kittoe has found its
way, by some means or other, into the British Museum, Kittoe
mentions another inscription of this king, also dated in his 19th
regnal year (ASR, vol. I1I, p. 124; JASB, 1848, p. 234). As for the
reading of the date, there need not be any difficulty about that,
as Kiltoe's readings are invariably faulty. So we have definite
proof that in the eighth and ninth years of the king Mahendrapéla,
Magadha formed an integral part of the Gurjara-Pratihdra empire
which that time extended from the Arabian Sea to the Bay of Bengal.
(EI vol, IX, p. 4;; Banerji, R, D., Pdlas of Bengal, p. 24.)

The inscriptions dated in the 20d and 6th years of his reign have
also been found in Bihar. (Kielhorn's List EI, vol V, Appendix, p.
47, note 5).Two other inscriptions found in Bihar are dated in the 4th
year of his reign, (ASIAR, 1923-24, p. 102; MASI No, 66,pp. 105-06).
An inscription of Mahendrapdla’s time has been found at Itkborl
in the Hazaribagh district of Bihar (MASI No. 66, p. 106). Kittoe
had read year '19" on an inscription found in Bihar (Banerji, R.D.,
Pdlas of Benal, p. 24). Numerous little SiOpas constructed in the
reign of Mahendrapdla have been found in Nalandd (MSAJ No, 66,
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pp, 106-07). Thus, there is no doubt that South Bihar (Magadha)
was under the possession of Mahendrapdla from the 2ndto the
19th year of his reign. Mahendrapéla retained his hold over the Pila
dominion till the end of his reign, as his Digwi-Dubaull plate found
in the Saran district of North Bihar is dated in 898-92 A.D. The
last known date of Mahendrapdla is 908 A.D. (Sinha, B.P. Dynastlc

gistory of Magadha. p. 194).
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JTheDmBnmgCnpwPhhlnmipﬂmd Govindachandra :—

The inscription is inscribed on two copper plates (measuring 37.5
cms. by 27.7 cms. and 36.5 cms by 26,4 cms. ) recovered by a Chamdra
cultivator in a feld near the village of Don Buzurg, 12 kms. to the
north of the Mairwa railway station in the district of Saran.
Both the plates were originally soldered on a circular ring passing
through the upper part of the second plate and the lower part of
the first plate, The inscription consists of thirty-six lines of wri-
ting, of which nineteen lines are engraved on the first plate and
the rest seventeen lines on the second plate. The copper-plates are
presently preserved in the State Museum, Lucknow.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Nagar! of the 12th century
A.D,

The inscription purports to be the charter of the king Govinda-
chandradeva of the Gahadavdla dynasty and records the
grant of the village of Vadagrima situated in the Alpd division
(patfala) to a Brihmana nsmed Tultdicha Sarman, belonging to
the Vachchha-gotra or Drondyanasada by the Gahadavila king
who was encamped (ydndvdsa) at Mardalid in Alathvimahdpura
at the time of issuing the grant. At this place, the king granted the
village after taking bath in the Ganges.

The in: cription is dated on tuesday, the 8th day of the bright
fortnight of the month of Jyestha of V.S, 1176, i.e. 1119-20 A.D.

References : El, vol. XVIII, pp. 218-24; JASB, vol, I, pt. i, p.
130; Niyogi, R., The History of the Gahadavdla Dynasty (Culcutta,
1939), Appendix B, p. 249, no. 18; Bhandarkar’s List No. 202,
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The Maner Copper Plate Inscription of Govindachandra ;—

The inscriptign is inscribed in twenty-six lines on a copper
plate which had come to light when a man from Maner, a village
in the western part of the Patna district, had filed the plate in course
of a law suit. One of the pleaders of this man, who happened to
be the brother of the Late Prof. Jadunath Sarkar of the Patna

College, Patna bad kept & transcription and photo of the plate,
Language-Sanskrit; characters-Early N&gari.

The inscription purports to be the charter of the king Govinda-

chandradeva (the son of Madanapdla and the grandson of Chandra-
deva of Kanauj of the Gibadavdla dynasty) and records the grant
of the village named Padali together with the village Gundvé in the
Maniyara (Maner) division (pajfala) given in charity by the king
to a Brihmana named GaneSvara Sarman, the son of Thakkura
Degabha and the grandson of Thakkura Siva of the Kdyapa race,

after having taken bath in the Ganges.
A strange tax, known as the Turk’s duty (blackmail), is men-
tioned in the inscription.

The inscription is dated on the 11th day of the dark fortnight
of the month of Jyestha in the year V.S, 1183, i.e. 1126 AD.

References : JASB, vol. V, 1922, pp. 81-84; JASB, vol. XVIII,
pp. 81fF; JBORS. wol. II, 1916, pp. 441-47;: Banerji, R.D., Pdlas of
Bengal, p. 66; Niyogi, R., The History of the Gahagdavdla Dynasty,
p. 250, no. 25; Bhandarkar’s List No. 214.
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The Tutrahi Falls Rock Inscription of Niyaka Pratipadhavala
of Japila : —

There is a short inscription engraved on a rock near the rock-
“cut Image of the goddess Durgd at the Tutrahi Falls (a small stream
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of the same pame), situated about 8 kms. to the west of Tilothu
in the district of Rohtas.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-Early Nagari.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the Nayaka
Pratipadhavala of Jipila and records the consecration of the nearby
image of the goddess under the name of Jagaddhatri.

The inscription is dated on saturday, the 4th day in the dark fort-
night of the month of Jyestha in the year 1214 (V.S.), i.e. 19th April,
1158. ;

References : EI, vol. 1V, p. 310; Niyogi, R., The Hisfory of
the Gahadavala Dynatsy, p. 259, no, 7; Bhandarkar’s List No. 299.
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J The Stnahar (Spurious) Copper Plate Inscription of the
Gihadavila Vijayachandra : —

The inscription is inscribed on both the sides of a copper plate-
(measuring 43.2 cms. in length and 32 cms. in height) secured from
the house of an inhabitant of the village Sinahar, near Tardchandi,
about 5 kms, from Sasaram, the chief town of the Rohtas district.
The inscription consists of thirty-six lines of writing, there being
twenty-six lines on the obverse side of the plate and the remaining
ten lines on its reverse side.

Language — Sanskrit; characters—closely resembling other
Giahadavila records.

The inscription purports to be the charter of the king Vijays
chandra (the son of Govindachandra of the Gabadavdla dynasty)
and records the grant of the villages Kirihindi (modern Karvandiya)
together with the village Badaild (modern Baraild) situated in the
Saputrdra division (patfala) in favour of the Brahmanas of the
village Svarpahala (modern StGnahara), who belonged to the various
gotras, chdrapas and §8khds, by the king for the merit and fame of
his parents and himself. (It may be noted that these are the Brahm»
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anas of the village SGnahara who have been charged by the king

Pratipadhavala of Japila with  the possession  of
the forged document fabricated with the help of an officer of the
Gihadavila king named De0, (Cf. The Tdrdchapd? Reck lnscrip-

tion of the Mahdndyaka Pratdpadhavala of Japila).

The inscription is dated on monday, the 9th day of the bright
fortnight of the month of Bhidrapada in the year (Vikrama) 1223,
i.e. 5th September 1166 A.D.

References : El, vol. XXXV, pp. 153-58; cf. also EJ, vol.
XXXIII, pp. 231,
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The Rohtasgadh Phalwariya Rock Inscription of Niyaka
Pratipadhavala of Japila : —

The inscription is stated to have been inscribed on a rock near
the Phulwarl-gh&: at Rohtasgadh in the district of Rohtas;

Language — Sanskrit; characters - Early Négarl.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the Niyaka Pratdpa-
dhavala of Japila and records the constiuction of a road up to the
top of the hill by the chief,

The inscription is dated on thursday, the 12th day in the dark
fortnight of the month of Vaisdkha of the year 1225 {‘u".S ), i.e. 27th
March, 1169 A.D.

References : 14, vol. XIX, p. 179, no. 126; EI, V, Appendix p.

22, (Kielhorn’s List No. 152); Niyogi, R., The History of the Gaha-
davala Dynasjy, p. 259, no. 72; Bbandarkar’s List No. 338; Kurai-

shi’s List p. 172.
141
The Tardchand] Rock Inscription of Mahdndyaka Pratdpa-
dhavala of Japila :(—
The inscription is found carved on a ledge of rock on the
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TaArAchandl hill, near the image of the god-ess Térfichand7, situated
about 3.5 kms. south of Sasaram, the headquarters of the hohtas

district.
Language — Sanskrit; characters—Early Nagarl.

The inscription, which purports to be a charter issued by the
Mah@ndyaka PratApadhavala of Japila, is of peculiar administrative
jnterest. It records the interesting fact that the Br@hmanas of the
village Suvarpahala (or Svarpahala) secured a forged document
(grant) in respect of the two villages of Kalahdnd1 (modern Kar.a-
ndiyd) and Badayild (Baraild) by bribing Déd, who was an officer
of the king Vijayachandra of Gadhinagara (or Kanyakubja), i e. the
Gahadavdla king of that name, who ruled in c¢. 1155-70 A.D. In
this record, Pratipadhavala finally adds that the spurious document
is not to be recognised by his descendants and that they should
collect the revenues and tolls from the two villages as usual.

The inscription shows very clearly that though Pratdprdhavala
was semi-independent, he was obliged to recognise the suzerainty of
the Gihadavilla king of Kanauj, and that the king had the power
to grant land to any body he liked and appoint his own officers within
the territory ruled over by him, (Cf. The Sanahar Spurious Copper
Plate Inscription of the G8hadavdla Ruler Vljayachandrad:va of the

year Vikrama [1223.)

The inscription (which declares that a certain copper plate
grant of Vijayachandra is a forged document) is dated on wednesday,
the 31d day of the dark fortnight of the month of Yestha ( Jyestha)
in the year 1225 (V.5.), i.e. 16th April, 1169 A.D.

References : IA, vol. XIX, p. 184, no. 143; Niyogl, R., The Hls-
tory of the G8hadavala Dynasty, p. 239, no. 73; Journal of the Ame-
rican Orlental Society, vol.Y1,pp. 547-49; Bhandarkar's List, No.340.
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The Bodhgaya Buddhist Stone Inscription mentioning Jayachandra
of Kanagj :— - )

The inscription is inscribed on’ a portion “of a railing pillar
from Bodhgaya. v

Language—Sanskrit; characters—Early Négari.

‘fhe inscription refers itself to the Gihadavdla king Jayacha-
ndra and records the construction of a cave in Jayapura, and ‘men-

tions the monk Srimitra as the diksd-gurd of Kasifa (the king of
Kad1) Jayachandra. The inscription is composed by one Manoratha,

the son of S1da.

The inscription is not dated; but, on the basis of its palasogra+
phy, it may be assigoed to the 12th century A.D,

References : Proe. ASB, 1880, p. 77; Niyogi, R., The History of
the Gdhagdavala Dynasty, p. 260, no. 79; Bhandarkar's List No.401.
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The Sone-East Bank Copper Plate Inscription of Indradbayala and
Udayardja :—

The inscription is inscribed on both the sides of a copper plate
which is stated to have been discovered in the river bed near ‘Sone-
Fast Bank in the district of Aurangabad. The inscription consists of
twenty-eight lines of writing, there being twenty-four lines on the
obverse side of the plate and the remaining four on its reverse gide.

Language— Sanskrit; characters—Early Nagarl.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Indradha-

vala (the son of SAhasadhavala and the grandson of Pratdpadhavala)
and records the grant of the village of Gambbirl by the MahAmén-

dalika Udayarfija of the Kadamba dynasty (whose overlord was the
king Indradhavala) jointly with the overlord so the Brdhmanas,
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DhéreSvara and Mahaditya, in the proportion of three to two. The
document was caused to be written by the Thakkura Sri Sujana, the

aksapatalika.

The genealogy traced in this inscription claims that the
Dhavala dynasty was founded by Khadirapila, Praidpadhavala
being the third in descent was a feudatory of the Gihadavilla king
Vijayachandra of Kanauj and he was the first important member of
the dynasty, _

The inscription is dated on monday, the full-moon day of the

month of Kérttika in the year 1254' (V.8.), i.e. the 27th October,
1197 A.D.

Reference : EI, vol. XXII, pp. 222-30.
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The Rohtasgadh Rock Inscription of King (Ksitindra)
Pratiipa :—

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on the rock of the
hill near Lal Darwaza (Red Gate) of the Rohtasgadh in the district

of Rohtas.
Language—Sanskrit; characters—Early Nigari.

The inscription refers itself to the king (Ksitindra) §r1 Pratipa
(who, according to Kielhorn, was a_scion or successor of the Mahi-
niyaka Praidpadhavala of Japila of the Khayaravila or Khadira-
pila dynasty). In the inscription Sr1 Pratfipa claims to have routed
the Yavanas (cf. Yavana-dalana ITld-marsalath, etc.) It also rocords
the excavation of a well or tank by one Madhava in the time of

the king.
(The Yavana with whom Sr1 Pratdpa is said to have fought

may have been the army of Mubammad, the son of Bakht-i-yar who,
according to the Tabagqds-f-Ndsiri, received the fiefs of Bhdgavat and

Bh1ull, situated between the Gadgl and the Karmanisd in about
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1199 A.D. If this source is to be believed, this dynasty resisted the
Muslim army for at least twenty-seven years.)

The inscription is dated on sunday, the first day of the bright
fortnight of the month of Chaitra of the year 1279 (V.5.) i.e. the 5th
March, 1223 A.D. : !

References : E1, vol, IV, pp. 310-12; Niyogi, R., The History of
the G8hadavdla Dynasty, pp. 118_-19; Bhandarkar’s List No. 470;

Kuraishi's List pp. 152-53.
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MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS :
8TH TO THE MIDDLE OF 13TH CENTURIES A. D.
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-‘j The Dudhpint Rock Inscription of Udayamiina : —

The inscription is inscribed on the rock of a hill close by the
village of Dudhp@ni near Dumduma in the district of Hazaribagh.
The inscription consists of thirteen lines of writing, covering a space

of 1.83 metre broad and 37 cms. high.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-northern class of alphabets of
about the 8th century A.D.

Opening with an invocation to the goddess of fortune, it
tells us that in former days there was a king of Magadha, named
Adisimha, to whose dominions belonged the three villages-
Bhramarasdlamali, Chhifigald and NabhGtisandaka, Now, three
brothers Udayamana, Sridhantamdna and Ajitamina, originally
merchants, went on business from Ayodhya to Tamralipti, and hav-
ing made plenty of money and being on their way to home, they, for
some reason or other, tarried at one of the three villages, apparently
Bhramars$alamali. While they were there, the king Adisiriha came
to the forest near the villages on hunting expedition, and ordered
the inhabitants to give him an avalaga (or avalogana), The villagers,
on receipt of the king’s orders, went to the eldest brother Udayaméfna
and entreated him to do the king’s behest. He thereupon did send
an avalagana and quickly became a favourite of the king, who not
only bestowed a diadem (§ripfa) on him, but also at Udaya-
mdna’s solicitation, assured the people of Bhramara$lamali of his
royal favour, When Udayamiina returned to the village, the inhabi-
tants in their delight and with the king's approval, requested him to
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become their rdjd. He complied with the request of the people and
long ruled the village happily and vigorously He also, at the request
.of the inhabitants of the other villages, seat his brothers $ridhanta-
ména and Ajitamfina to rule, subordinately to himself, over Nabhu-
tisandaka and Chhifgald, The inscription also tells that the family
(ruling at Bhramata$ilamali) had been founded by and owed its great-
ness to Udayan fina, and warns (the chiefs) of the two other villages
not to act in opposition to, or separate themselves from, tie (main
branch eof: the: family) = The inscription énds with a prayer for
the uninterrupted continuance of the family of the prince Udaya-
mAnadeva, (The present inscription seems to be recording events
which had happened generations before this inscription was
engraved.) e :

The inscription is not dated; but, on the palacographic grounds,
it may be assigned to about the 8th ceatury A. D. -

References : EI, vol. IL, pp. 343-47; Bhandarkar's List No 174].
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The Vatefvarasthina Stone Inscription :—

The inscription is inscribed on the stone at Vagedvarasthina,
@ place near Pdtharghfta, about 13 kms. north-east of Colgong
(Kahalgaon) in the district of Bhagalpur. It consists of two lines
of writing, each covering a space of 35.7 cms. and 26 cms. in length
respectively. : i
Language—Sanskrit with a little of Prikrit influence; characters
resembling closely those of the East Indian inscriptions belonging
to the 8th and 9th centuries A. D.

The inscription refers to the celebration of a ceremony styled
as ‘Varsa-vardhana® in honour of the god Vadde§vara (VapeSvara).
(“Varsa-vardhana’ seems to indicate an annual festival ‘or anni-
VErsary.) - .

The ioscription is dated om the 2nd’ day in the bright
fortnight of the month of Asddha in tbe fourth quarter of the
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Punarvasu-naksatra; when the celebration is stated to have been
performed. There is no reference to any era, nor even to the regnal
year of a king; however, on the basis of the palacography, it may be
assigned to the Bth-9th ceutnry A, D.

Reference : JBRS, vol. XXXVII, pts. iii—iv, 1951, pp. 4-7.
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The Nilandi Buddha Image Inscription of Gadgakd :—

The msr.rl]guun is inscribed on a black stone image of the

Buddha, seated in the ﬂmﬂﬁd&rﬂpﬂdﬂrﬂﬂﬂ -mudrd, which was
discovered about 15.24 metres to the east of the Temple Site No. 14

at Nilandd and which was famous by the name of the *Dhelvd
Babd'; but is now housed in the Archaeological Museum at Nilanda

(Arch. No. 00011; old number 49.3872..

Language—Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets of about the §th-9th century A, D.

The inscription does mot refer itself to the reign of any king.
Inscribed a little above the lion-throne (sifishdsana), it records
the image (on which it is inscribed) to be the religious gift (deya-
dharmma) of one Gafbgakd, a jreat female lay devotee ( paramo-
pdsikd) along with the wish expressed that whatever merit accrued
from this gift should be conducive to the attainment of supras
mundane insight for her mother and father as also for the entire
living beings.

In addition to it, there are also ‘inscriptions on other parts
of the image mentioning only the names of Arya Sdrlputra, Arya
Mahimaudgaliyana, Arya Maitreyanditha and Arya Vasumitra,
besides giving the uosoal Buoddhist creed: ‘Ye dhammd hetu pra-

bhava....".

The inscription is not dated; but, on the consideration of the
palacograpby, it may be assigoed to the 8th-9th century A,D.

Refereace: JBRS, vol. LIII, 1967, pp. 13741
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The Bodhgaya Stone Inscription of the Ristrakifa king Tufiga-
Dharmavaloka :- :

The inscription is inscribed in twenty lines ona slab of black
stone, which was attached to the gate of a monastery at Bodhgaya,
where it served. the purpose of a fulcrum for the gate-hinge. It was
made over to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calculta.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-castern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inmscription refers itself to the king named Tufbga, the
grandson of Nanda, of the Risfraktta race, and records the
dedication of a repository for aromatics and incense, or a well
scented temple (gandhakufi) for the service of the Buddha by the
Résjrakfta king. The inscription is a long weambling farrago of
the praises of the king and his immediate predecessors, ending in
the simple statement on the erection of ‘gandhaku?’, like unto a
flight of steps to beaven.”

The inscription is dated on the fth day of the month of
§ravana in the |5th year of the prince’s reign. Palaeographically, the
record seems to belong to the 10th or lith ceatury A.D.

References : ASR, vol. I, p- 126; Cunningham, A., Mahd-
bodhi, p. 66; Miira, R, L., Buddha-Gaya, pp. 194-77.
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The Bagahd Copper Plate Inscription of Sagrydditya ;—

The inscription is inscribed in thirty-three lines on both the
sides of a copper plate (measuring 39.8 cms. in breadth and 38. 5
cms, in height) secured from some locality under the Bagahd
police-station in the district of Champaran, there being thirty-one
lines  on. the obverse side and only two lines on the reverse side
of the plate. It is in the possession of Sri S.V. Sohoni, a retired

1.C.8. from Bihar.
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Language-Sanskrit; characters-Early N&gar?1 of about the
1ith century A.D.

The inscription purports to be the charter of a king named
Saurydditya, the son of Hamsardja and the grandson of Held-
variha, belonging to a branch of the Solar race, of which the
progenitor was a royal hero pamed Malayaketu. It records the
grant of the village VaBapalli-grima situated in the Vydlisi-visaya
{district) within the Daradgandaki-mandala (division)to a Brih-
mana named Bhatta Y:$dditya, the son of Vdjsho and the grand-
son of Adavi, belonging to Usiya-grima, whose family hailed
from Chhela, and who belonged to the SAvarpaya-gotra,

The inscription is dated on friday, the 14th day of the bright
fortnight of the month of Chaitra in the (Vikrama) year 1077,

i.e. the 11th March, 1020 A. D. ]
Reference : EI, vol. XXXV, pp. 130-36.

150
JTIIe Bagahd Copper Plate Inscription of Saurydditya : —

The inscription is ‘inscribed in thirty-one lines, all on the one
side of a copper plate (measuring 394 cms.in breadth and 36.5 ¢ms. in
height), secured from some locality under the Bagahd3 police-station
in the district of Champaran. Itisin the possession of Sri S.V.
Sohoni, a retired I. C. 5. from Bihar.

Language —Sanskrit; characters—Early Nagari of about the
11th century A.D.

The inscription purports to be the charter of the king Sauryd-
ditya, and records the grant of the village YamaniGnda-grima situa-
ted in the Dvichatvirim8atik® —visaya (district) of the Daradgagd-
ikA-mandala (division) by the king to a Brihmana whose name (i.e.
donee’s name) is left out, though his Pravaras have been mentioned.
The most important feature 'of the record is the absence of the
donee’s name. As suggested by the inscription itself, ‘this grant is
merely an illustration® (line - 31), and not actvally-issued in favour
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uptinﬂmrmdomce.of the king as a

of a donee; rather merely k
while preparing

sample draft for being consulted by the scribes
similar other documents.

turday, the 13th day of the bright

The inscription is dated on sa
1083, ie.

fortnight of the month of Chaitra in the (Vikrama) year
the 2nd April, 1026 A.D.

Reference : EI, vol. XXXV, pp. 130-31 and 136-40.
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\/‘hn Singhbhum District Copper Plate Inscription of Kramdditya :—

The inscription is inscribed in seventeen lines on a rectangular
copper plate which is said to hve been found somewhere in the
district of Singhbhum (the exact findspot being mot known) and
which is subsequently missing, being not procurable now.

Language-Sanskrit; characters—eastern variety of the Morth
Indian alphabets of about the 11th century A.D,

The inscription refers itself to the reign of Mahardjadhirdja
Kramidityadeva, who meditated on the feet of Mahdrdjadhirdja
Prachanddditya, and records the grant of the village Simvala situa-
ted in the Suvarnakhanda-visaya (district) to. one Purusottamadeva,
the son of Bhasta Updtto, who had emigrated from Kesdtyl. The
last line records that twenty Purdgas should be given as a consequence
of the gift to some one whose name is not clear., The reference 10
the Purdpa coins in the inscription is  interesting. (Judging by the
titles, Prachanddditya and his son Kramiditya appear to have been
independent kings ruling over a fairly large kingdom; but they are
not known to history from any other source (JBRS LL pi 36).
Perhaps Suvarpakhanda was a part of SuvarpabhGmi, which may
have been the ancient name of Singhbhum (JBRS, LI, p. 57).

the expired year of 1081 of the era

The inscription is dated in
Mahdrdjidhirdja Vikramaditya.

of Paramefvara Paramabhett@raka
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It corresponds 1o 1024-25 A.D.; but does not admit of verification.
Interestingly enough, full imperial titles are prefixed to the name of
Vikram&ditya, the supposed founder of the era.

Reference : JBRS, vol. LI, 1965, pp. 56-57.
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The Silsils Rock Inscription of the time of Adgasirhha :—

The inscription is inscribed on a boulder of stone at the foot
of a hill belonging to the Kaimura raoge pear Silsili, not far from
Bhagwanpur, about 16 kms. to the south of Bhabua in the distict
of Rohtas. Actually, there are two ipnscriptions engraved om the
boulder, the second below the first, the first containing five lines
of writing and the second six lines and covering spaces of about 76.2

cms. by 30.5 cms. and 91.9 cms. by 61 3 cms. respectively.

Language—Sanskrit; characters —Early Nigari of about the
1Z2th century A. D.

The object of the first inscription is not quite clear, It appe-
ars to be recording the sacrifice of certain animals (pigs) in

favour of come deity.

The second inscription is of some importance, for it throws
some light on the early mediaeval history of the Bhabua region.
It refers to the reign of the Ndyaka Adgasimha, who was ruling
from Vanthidm-patharpura, and records that some land in the
possession of the Niyaka in the village of Amarmetha in the
Kasaramola-patfala within VArinas1 was granted asa Siva$isana
bya person named Vimirti. In other words, Vimfrti purchased
the plot of land from the Niyaka and granted it in favour of Lord
Siva worshipped in a temple (in the neighbourhood of the boulder
bearing the insciiption) and that the charge of the land was given
to the Brihmana priest of the Siva temple in the locality.

The inscription is dated on monday, the 3rd day of the bri-
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ght fortnight of the month of VaiSikha in the (Vikrama) year 1162,
i. e, the 9th April, 1106 A. D.

Reference :  EI, vol. XXXVI, pp. 38-41.
153

The Nalandd Stone Inscription of Vipulaérimitra :—

The inscription is inscribed in fifteen lines on a slab of stone,

recovered in two fragments (measuring 50,5 cms. by 22.3 cms.)
from the uppermost stratum of the monastery Site No 7 at Néla-

ndi in the district of Naldnda.

Language - Sanskrit; characters—a form of Nagarl that was
current in North-Eastern India towards the end of the Pdla period.

The inscription, which calls itself a prafasei, records the
benefactions of a Buddhist ascetic mamed Vipulafrimitra. Ope-
ning with an obeissance to the Buddha, followed by a hymn addre-
ssed to t e divine Dharmachakra and Tard, it records that the
ascetic Vipulaérimitra made an offering of a casket (mafijisd) at
a temple of Khasarpana for the Prajidpdramitd manuscript and
four images at its alms houses on the occasion of a festival carried
out repairs to the monastery of Pildmaha (i.e. the Buddha) at
Choyandaka and installed an image of the Jina Dipatikara (i. ¢
Dipatkara Buddba) at Hamsapura. At Somapura, he built a
temple of TArd, adorned with an attached court and a tank,
where he resided for a long time, and reconstructed (or renovated)
a local monastery and presented a gold ornament for the embe=
lishment of a Buddha image. Lastly, he also erected a monastery
(most probably at Nélandd itself), ‘an ornament of the world
surpassing in a wonderful manner the palace of Indra" and made
it over to the Mitras, the line of the ascetics to which he himself
belonged. The record (prafesii) was composed by Kanaka and
Vadistha who were very much liked by the people for the knows<

ledge of ‘tarka’ and filpa’.
The inscription is not dated; but, on pa‘acographizal grounds,
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it may be referred to the first half of the: 12th century A. D,

References : El, vol. XX1, 1931-32, pp. 97-101; Ghosh, A.,
N‘Iﬂnd‘dl P- 4?-
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The Govindapura Stene Inscription of the Poet Gadgddhara of the
time of Rudramdna :—

The inscription is inscribed on a slab of stone which was
seen in the house of one Narasinha M&l1 at Govindapura in the
district of Nawada. The inscription consists of thirty-five lines
of writing, covering a space of about 52 ecms. in breadth and

39, 5 cms. in height.

Language—Sanskrit; characters are peculiar kind of Nagari
used in parts of Eastern India during the lith and 12th centurics

A. D,

Beginning with ‘Orh Od> namah Sarasvatyai’ and then with
a verse invoking the blessings of Lord ViSvambhara (Visnu),
the inscription refers to the king Rudramdna of the M@na family
(who may have ruled over Magadha ora part of it towards the
end of the 11th and the beginning of the 12th centuries A. D.) and
records that a man named Gafgidhara, who himself composed.
this poem, built a tank near which the inscription must haye
been put up. Italso furnishes an culogistic account of Gafgl-
dhara and his family who belonged to the clan of the Maga or
Sakadviplya Brihmanas. He is also described in the inscription
as the counsellor (minister) and the confidante of the king Rudra-

mina of the Mana family.

The inszription is dated in the Saka year 1059, corresponding
to 1137-38 A. D.

References ¢ EI, vol. II, pp. 330-42; Bhandarkar’s List
No. 1105.
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The Simrion Stone Inscription of Ninyadeva :— -

The inscription is inscribed in four lines on a stone pillar of
the fort found at Simrd3ongarh, situated on the north-eastern
boundary of the Chumparan district, just inside the territory of

Mepal.
Language—Sanskrit; characters-castern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.

The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Nanyadeva,
the Karndta chief, who had established a ruling dynasty in Mithila
and records the construction (eréction) of some building made by
him. The inscription is one of the most important documents of
the Karndita chief. It has been held by a competent authority
that in the whole domain of Bengal and Magadha antiguities, there
is not another record with such a date of marvellous accuracy.

~ The inscription bears a date suggesting the time of the erection
as the early morning (sisithalagaa) of saturday on 4he ith day of
the bright (§6k'a) fortnight, during the svati maksatra, of th: month
of &rivana in the Saka year 1019; corresponding to the 18th July

1097 A.D.

References : IHQ. vol III, p. 577: IA 1922; ABORI, vol.
XXXVI; Choudhary, R.K., Select Inscriptions of Bihar, p. 124,
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The Andhrithdrhi Stone Image Inmscription of the time of
Ninyadeva :—

'I'h;inscriplinn is inscribed on the pedestal of a stone image
of Visnu found at Andhratharhi in the Madhubani sub-division

of the district of Darbhanga.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets.
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The inscription refers itself to the reign of the king Niinyadeva
of the Karndta dynasty and records the installation of the image
by one §ridharaddsa, a minister of Nénya of the Ksatra family,
Naoya has been described in the inscription as ‘the lord, the victor®
(8rimdn Ndnyparirjjetd) and is said to have turned the world intoa
second ksira-sdgara by his fame (yat-kirttvd janitaris visvash, dvitiya
ksirasdgara). The reference to ‘nauradgabja’ in respect of Sridharas
ddsa js of considerable importance for the social history, for the
term would mean ‘mauradga bali-mila’ of the Karna Kdyastbas of
Mithila. This was organised into a strong social system by Harisi-

mhadeva, but it appears that the germ of Kulinism had come to
stay much earlier. (There is no doubt that Sridharaddsa bad a
long life as we find him serving at the court of the Sema ruler

Laksmanasena of Bengal till 1205-06 A.D)

The inscription is not dated; but, on the palaeographical
grounds, it may be assigned to the 12th century A.D. in the time
of the Karndta ruler Nanyadeva,

References : JBORS, vol 1X, pp. 303f; ABORI, vol XV,
1954; Choudhary, R.K., Select Inscriptions of Bihar, p. 124,
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The Bheet Bhagwanpur Image Inscription of Malladeva :—

The inscriptiption has been found inscribed on the pedestal of
the image of Laksmi-Na:dyana at Bheet Bhagwanpur under the
Jhanjharpur police station of the district of Darbhanga,

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern vericty of the North
Indian alphabets,

The inscription gives us simply the name of the king Malladeva
(Os-511-Malladevasya). Maliadeva is  believed to be the
son of Nanyadeva, the Karpdita chief, who founded the ruling
dynasty in Mithila in 1097 A.D., and the folk-1ales narrate that
Bheet Bhagwanpur had been the capital of Malladéva. The inscrie
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ption is considsred important because till now we had no informa-
tion about him except a casual reference to him by Vidydpati in

his work *Purusa Pariksa" that he was a ‘valiant warrior'.

The inscription, on the basis of its palacography, lis placed in
the 12th century A D.

References : ABORI, vol XXXV, 1954, pp. 98-102; Choudhary
R.K., Select Inscriptions of Bikar, p. 124,
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The Bodhgaya Stone Inscription of Afekachalla :—

The inscription is inscribed in thirteen lines on a rectangular
slab of granite stone (measuring 48.3 cms, by 25.5 cms., which was
found in the Temple of SGrya in the midst of the city of Gaya;
but, as much of the building stone used in Gaya was brought from
the ruins of the Mahiibodhi Temple at Bodhgaya, it is probable
that the inscription may have been taken from that place. I is
presently housed in the Indian Museum at Calcutta.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabzts of the 12th century A.D.

The inscription begins with an adoration to the Buddba and
the Buddhist creed, and records the erection of a Buddhist shrine
(vihdr) with an image of the Buddha, by Bhatta Damodara, etc.,
with the assent of the king Afokachalladeva, at the requestof
a number of his officials. Provision was also made for the ofiering

(nalvedya) in three chaityas with lamps by certain officials to be
offered to ths god daily by the members of the Simhdlese order at

Mahabodhi and others.
The inscriptinﬁ is dated on the 29th day of the month of

Bhidrapada in the year 5! of the Laksmanasena era, corres-
ponding to 1157 A.D.

References : EI vol XII, pp. 27-30; I4, vol. X pp. 346 f;
JASB, vol V, p. 6; J&P ASB (NS), vol IV, pp. 459,
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The Bodhgaya Stone Inscription of Adokachalla ;—

The inscription is inscribed in seven lines on a rectangular
glab of stone which was discovered at Bodhgaya. It was later found
built into one of the walls of a modern building at Bodhgaya.

Language-Sanskrit; characters-eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets of the 12th century A.D.

The inscription records the dedication of some votive offerings
not specifically specified, by one Sahapapala, an officer of Dafa-
ratha, the younger brother of ASokachalladeva, the king of the
Khasa country of the Sapidalaksa hills.

The inscription is dated on the 12th day of the dark fortnight
of the month of Vai§dkha, in the year 74 of the Laksmanasena ers,
corresponding to thursday, the 19th May, 1194 A.D,

References : EI, vol. XII, pp. 27-29; I4, vol. X, pp. J46Mi;
JASB, vol. ¥V, p. 6; J & P ASB (N8), vol. 1V, pp. 459 ff.
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The Merdl Visnu Temple Inscription of Haridharman :—

The inscription is inseribed in twenty-seven lines on a rectans
gular slab of stone which was found in course of an archaeological
exploration in the Jehanabad sub-division of the district of Gaya.
The exact findspot of tl e inscription is not known.

Language—Sanskrit; characters eastern variety of the North
Indian alphabets of about the 12th century A.D.

The inscription, which furnishes a detailed description of- the
family of Haridharman, a Brahman of the Kaundinya-gotra, records
the construction of a Visnu temple at the village of Merd in
Magadha. The genealogy of the family istraced from Medhbapati,
who is menticned as well versed in the Atharvavedic texts and
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proficient in the Atharvavedic rites. His son, SrisanniveSa, well
known for his philosophy, is said to have received land grants from
a certain Madana. His son was Lokfinanda who was a warrior, had
won many battles and was honoured by the reigning king. His son
was named Janinanda who had erected a big Siva temple with gardens
and with arrangements made for free distribution of food. He had
three sons from his pious wifs Subhatd, the youngest being Har.-
dharman who distinguished himself as being very powerful, learned
and endowed with many virtues. He is credited with having cons-
tructed a temple for Lord Siva, made numerous gifts, composed
works of literary merit, dug tanks and planted fruit orchards for
public use. He i3 also said to have constructe] an exquisite and big
temple—a sky-kissing white building dedicated to Lord Visnuo,
shining broadly with the banner raised upwards and appearing like
a peak fallen off the hand of Hanum@na, tired owing to his journies,
split up from the mountain that was brought with the trees standing
on it, in order to cure the wounds sustained by Laksmapa.
($ubkro-aparibharikasaly prdsddal sphuradut patdkaSikharah-sdbho-
gamudbhasate saurabhi_ trik satc$dptiltasataruksonibhrtal sambhram-
abhrantadrdnta hanumatah karatalddbhrasjannu ktarie bhuvi). His
mother Subhatd added a tank to this temple. A village named
Vasudhira is also said to have been dedicated for the maintenance
of the temple along with ornaments, seats and cows, The villages
Merd and VasudhfirA mentioned in the inscription have not yet
been identified. Mahe§vara, a Kdyastha by caste, is mentioned as
having composed the poem (prafastl) and KeSava is stated to have

engraved the inscription.
‘Che inscription is dated in the year 1097 of the Saka era, i.c.
in 1175 A. D.
Reference : JBRS, vol. LIII, 1967, pp. 62-71.
161
The Gaya Stone Inscription of Purusottama Sicoha of Kima
Country :—

The inscription is inscribed in twenty-five lines “of closely
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packed charactérs of somewhat peculiar shape’ on a slab of stone
which was found built into the wall inside the temple of Surya at

Gaya, the chief town of the Gaya district.

Language—Sanskrit; characters—Early Négar? of about lhl
12th century A.D. :

The inscription refers irself to ASokachalladeva, a king of
Sapfdalaksa mountains, to whom Purusottamasimha was a tributory
and a Chhinda chief of Gaya. He was the son of Kidmadevasimha
and the grandson of JayatuAgasimha. It is compnsed by Mafijuna-
ndin, the son of Jivanfiga and the grandson of Vasudeva of the
Nandin family.

The inscription is dated on wednesday, the first day of the
waxing moon of the month of Karttika in the year 1819 of the
Bh@gavata’s nirvdpa {according to A, Cunningham, ASR, 1L, p. 126)
or 1813 (according to the Bhandarkar's - List No. 1459), efi

Bhagavarti Parinfrvpte sarivat 1813 (or '1819), corresponding to the
7th October 1341 A.D. orthe 20th October 1176 A D. (It is the
only reco:d yet found which is dated io the Buddhist era of the

nirvdpa.
Referznces + 4SRy.vol, All, p. 126; Bhandarkar’s List No. 1459,
162 ; _ -
The Kandi Boddhist Tmige Inscription of the RAnaka Samudri-
ditya :— -
The inscription is inscribed in thtee lines on the pedestal of a
broken Buddhist image of small size found at the Chapdisthdna’

the village Kandi, abbut 14 kms. from Sikandara, the headquarters
of the police station of the same name, within the Jamui sub-divi-

sion of the district of Monghyr,

Language - Sanskrit; characters belong to the Gaudiya class
and resemble those of the East Indian epigraphs of about the 12th
century A.D. i T
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The inscription records the image, on the pedestal of which
it is incised, to be the religious gift (deya dharmma) of a devout
follower of thie MahZydina form of Buddhism, named ‘Samudrfiditya,
who was a Rinaka himself and was the son of the devout Buddhist
Kinaka Nands. (The importance of the inscription lies in the fact
that it bears evidence to the loosening grip of the declining Pala
kings. In the inscription, Ranaka Samudrdditya does not mention
his overlord who might have been Madanapdla or Govindapdla.)

The inscription '_:ia ‘not dated: but, om consideration of the
palaeography, it may be assigned to the 12th century A.D.

Reference : JBRS, vol. XXXVH, pts fii-iv, 1951, pp. 7-10.
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The Monghyr Stone Inscription of Bhagiratha :—

The inscription is inscribed on a stone found built up into the
wall of the gateway neag the Kastahdirinigh@y at Monghyr,

I.anguagt-ﬁnmt.rit: cuarmtm-mt:m-vuiet:.r of the North
Indian alphabets.

- The inscription refers to a certain king named Bbaglratha and
records the construction of a temple (presumably at the Ghas itsell
on the bank of the river Ganges) to the god Sambhu (Siva) by one
Gopdlitakrama of the MukteSvara family (not known from any
other source). :

The inscription mentions a date *13%; but the reading is doubt-
ful. On the basis of its palacography, Bloch had assigned the ins-
cription to the 10th ccntury A.D.; but Waddell had earlier taken it
to belong to the 12th century A.D.

Annual Report, Archaeological Survey of India,

References @
arkar’s List

Eastern Circle, 1903, p. 9; Proc, ASB, 1890, p. 192; Bhand
No. 1762
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The Teghra Terracotta Plague Inscription of Sr1 Suhmaka :—

The inscription is inscribed on both the sides of a terracotta
plague (semi-circular in shape, measuring 6.4 cms. at its base and 4.5
cms. its bisector) said to have been presen‘ed to Sri R. K. Choudhary
of Bhagalpur University by one of his pupils from a village under the
Teghra police station of the Begusarai district. Unfortunately,

the exact findspet of the plaque is unknown,

Language-Sanskrit; characters-belonging to a cursive form of
the GaudTlya alphabets on the obverse; while on the reverse are the
standard forms of the letters of the same script.

The irscription on the obverse of the terracotta plague, consis-
ting of four or probably five lines of writing, records that three
persons named Sadhi, Echi and Xka made a gift of a lotus at the
feet of Lord Kefava at Napaldimaka. The sealing belonged to a

person named Suhmaks; the jinscription on the reverse being Sri-
Suhmakasya’ impressed twice in two lines.

The inscription is dated on a day of the solar month of Pausa
(i.e. dhaunsa)in the 67th year of some era, and may be placed
in the 12th century A.D,

Reference ¢ ET vol. XXX, pp. 85-87.

165

J'Ihl’m!-:h h Copper Plate Inscription of Sarigrimagupta :(—

The inscription is inscribed om a rzctangular copper plate,
which was found by a peasant some 25-30 cms. below the surface

of the earth, while he was levelling the ground for the purpose of
cultivation, at the village of Pafichobh, situated about 8-9 kms. (0
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the west of Laheriasarai, the chief town of the district of Darbhanga.
Tae inscription consists of thirty lines of writing (twenty-nine full and
one line only IU, 2 cms.) incised on one side of the copper plate, the
space covering an area of about 35.6 cms. X 25.6 cms.

Language Sanskrit; characters-belonging to the eastern variety
of t+e Nigarl alphabets which Buhler has described as proto-Ben-
gali. They are of the same type as those in the Deopdrd inscription
of Vijayasena.

The inscription records the grant of a village named Vanigima
situated in the district of JambGvani(Jamui ?) made by Paramabhatt-
Araka MahdArdjadhirdja Paramec§vara and Mabdméndalika Samgrd-
magupta, who is described as the lord of Jayapura (Jayanagara near
Luckeesarai 7) and the most devout worshipper of Mahésvara. The
donee is a Brihmana of the $andilya-gotra,Kumrasvimin by name,
learned in the Yajurveda and having three pravaras of $andilya,
Asita and Devala, the son of Kpsnfiditya and the grandson of §r1
Rima, who bailed from Kolificha. No particular . occasion is
mentioned for making the grant, except that it is made on account
of great favour having been shown to the donee. The great part
of the inscription is taken up by an account of the ancestors of
the donor which gives the following genealogical table = YayfieSa-
gupta, Dimodaragupta, Devagupta, R@jidityagupta, Krsnagupta
and Samgrimagupta. The inscription thus introduces a hitherto
unknown dynasty of rulers whose names end in °gupta’. While
RAjiditya is credited with all the imperial titles of Samgrimas
gupta, Krsnagupta is dismissed with the only epithet of Rija-
putra, indicating him to have met with a premature death in the
life time of his father. The dynasty claims descent from Arjuna
and is designated ‘Somavawél’. The mention of the ‘Gupta-varhéa’
as referring to the dynasty to which the king belongs is, however,
suggestive of the royal line having some cognate relationship with
the Later Gupta dynasty of Magadha.

The inscription is dated on the 9th day of the dark fortnight
of the month of Karttika in the 17th year of the reign of the king
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Sargrimagupta, Mo era is mentioned; however, on the basis of
the palacography, the inscription has been assigaed to a period

pot later than the 12th century A. D,
Reference 1 JBORS, vol. ¥, pt. iv, 1919,p. 582,
166

The Janihigha Stone Inscription of Jayasena :-

The inscription is inscribed on a rectangular slab of stone
which was found buried in the ground ‘under a date palm tree on
a piece of uncultivated land at the modern village of Janibigha,
situated some 10 kms. to the west of Bodhgaya in_the district of
Gaya. The inscription consists of fourteen lines of writing, cover-
ing a space of about 24.8 cms. X 19 cms. It is presently housed in
the Patna Muscum, Patna.

Language:Sanskrit; characters-belonging to the Niagarl script
of Eastern India- from which both the Maithili and the Bengali
scripts sprung.

The inscription records the grantof a village named Kokge
hald in the district af Saptaghagja for the mainterance of the
Diamond Throne and the monastery attached thereto, to the
Ceylonese monk Mafgalasvimin by the king Jayasena, the son of
Buddhasena, the lord of Pi¢h1 (P1thi-pati.)

The inscription is dated on the 15th day of the bright fort
night of the month of Kérttikain the 83rd expired year of the
Laksmapasena era (commencing on the 7th October 1119 A, D)
corresponding to November; 1202 A. D,

Reference ; JBORS, vol. IV, pt. iii, 1918, pp. 266-80.
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The Khojpur Durgd Image Inscription of SUryakara i{—

The inscription is inscribed on the pedestal of an image of
the goddess Durgd worshipped in the village of Khojpur in the
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district of Darbhanga. The inscription, covering a space of about
22 cms. by 2 ems., is divided into two halves separated by verti-
cal lines, each half of the record containing two lines of writing.

Language--Sanskrit (incorrect); characters-Early Nagarl.

The inscription isa private record of the construction and

installation of the image, on the pedestal of which it is inscribed
and records the image to have been made by one SUryakara, who
was the son of Madana.

The inscription is dated on friday, the 12th day of the bright fort-
night of the month of Asddha in the year 147 of the Laksmapasena

era (sarhvat), corresponding to 1266 A.D,
Reference : JBRS, vol, XXXVII, pts, iii-iv, 1951, pp. 10-13.
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Bheet Bhagwanpur, 15, 134,

Bhimakaul/d, 64.

Bhitarl seal, 42.

Bhiull, 122.

Bhogavarman, 49.

Bhoja IT, 11.

Bhramaraddlamali, 124, 125,

BhGtan&tha Mah&deva, 40.

BhGiapati, 47.

Bihar hill, 101.

Bihar or Biharsharif, 4, 10, 11,
13, 15, 39, 53, 73,78, 79, 81,
903, 112, 114.

Bimbiséra, 30.

Buar, 54

Bndhgayu, 6, B, 12, 17,:28, 29,
31, 33, 34, 57, 58, 59, 64, 67,
85, 86, 100,.101, 104,121, 127,
135, 136, 142,

Bodhimanda, 6, 57.

Bodhiraksita, 29,

Bodhisattva, 37.

Bodhisattva Padmapdni, 99.

Bodhisena, 34.

Bodhi tree, 50.

Bodhi-vrksa, 38.

Brahmamitra, 29,

Brhadgarbhakut1, 59.

British Museum, 114,

Buddha, 6, 8, 19, 29,31, 32, 57,
63, 68, 75, 76, 78, 82, 85, 88,
93, 112, 126, 131.
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Buddhasena, 17, 142,
Buddhist creed, 135.°
Btdhindtha Mahddeva, 40,
Buxar, 55,

C

Ceylon, 6, 29, 57.
Ceylonese pilgrims, 6.
Chaitra, 57, 112, 123, 128, 129,
Chaityas, 135.
Chakrayudha, 10.
Champa, 105. 108.
ChampaSayatana, 8, 67.
Chamunda-bhattarika, 86.
Chamunda-visaya, 56.
Chandan Pic, 1, %
Chandimiu, 99, .00,
Chandradeva, 117,

Chandragupta II, 4, 5, 35, 36,

37, 39.
Chaturmukhi-litiga, 8, 67.
Chhattraméha, 41.
Chhela, 128.

Chhinda chief, 104.
Chhingald, 124, 125.
Chihoka, 110.

Chikkora family, 14.
Chitra, 57.

Choyandaka 19, 131.
Colgong, 16, 105, 110, 125,

D
Dallana, 107.

Damachiditya, 110,
Damodara, 135.

Déamodaragupta, 18, 141,
Damstrasena, 59.

Dénapati, 98,

Dénapati Seja, 104.
Daradgandaki-mandala, 128,
Daradgandikd mandala, 128,
Da$aratha, 3, 26, 27, 136.
DaSavatira panel, 112,
Dattagallah, 34.

Daudnagar, 45.

Delhi Topra, 1.
Deo-Barundirak, 7, 54.
Deogarh, 106,

Deoghar, 53.

Deu, 119, 120.

Devagupta, 7, 141.
Devakula, 34, 35.

Devapdla, 9, 10, 70, 71, 72, 74,

75, 76,77, 106, 107.
Devapdladeva-hatta, 9, 72.

Devaraksita, 14.
Devasena, 17, 102,
Dhamma, 1, 2, 22, 24.
Dhammajit, 96.
Dhamma-|1pis, 24.
Dhanusa, 140,
Dhareévara, 122,
Dharma, 12, 44, 104,
Dharmabhima, 85,
Dharmachakra, 19, 131.
Dharmagupta, 59,
Dharmajit, 96.
Dharmamitra, 11, 79,

Dharmapdla, 8, 9,10, 35, 67, 68,

69, 70, 92, 105, 107.
Dharmaratnas, 77,
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Dharmasvimin, 17,
Dhavalasarhgha, 102,

Dhelvd Baba, 126,
Dhruvasvamin?, 4, 37,

Diamond Throne, 9, 17, 74, 142.
Dighwé-Dubauli, 11, 111, 1135,
diksi-gura, 121.

Dinajpur, 12,

Dindiras, 41.

Dipafkara, 19, 131.
Divine Mothers, 5, 40.

Divya, 14.

Dojjaka, 2.
Don-Buzurg, 15, 116.
Drammas, &, 67.
Dronaydnasada, 116.
Dudhpéini, 14, 124,
Dilapa, 91, 95, 96.
Dumduma, 124.
Durgd, 117, 142,
Durpadatta, 50.
Dataka, 4, 35, 76, 77.
Dvichatvarim{atiki-visaya, 128.

Echi, 140.
Ekanam$a, 88.

F

Fa-hien, 6, 39,

Five Pindavas, 86.
Free hospitals, 5.
Frontier Kingdoms, 22.

G
Gadabhrt, 107.

Gadadhara, 13, 15, 93,107, 112,

Gambhari, 121,

Gandhakutf, 86, 104.

Gandhara, 90.

Ganefvara§arman, 117.

Gabgd, 75, 112

Gangddhara, 76, 132,

Gangaka, 126,

Gangdsipara, 9.

Ganges, 9, 106, 116, 117,

Girgya-gotra, 45.

Garhi, 103,

gatardjya, 17, 108,

Gaudas, 6, 15, 16, 106.

Gaudidhipati, 50.

Gaudanare$vara, 105,

Gaudc$vara, 108, 109,

Gaudavaho, 7.

Gauka, 84,

Gaunaha, 22,

Gaya, 4, 12, 13,25, 26, 31,36, 46,
58, 77, 78, 89,90, 91, 92,93,
97, 102, 1L7, 135, 137

Gaya-visaya, 4, 8, 68.

Ghanjukafarman, 94.

Ghatotkacha, 4.

Ghatotkachagupta, 4, 37, 35.

Ghosrawan, 9, 73. -

Giriyek, 99,

Gokarna, 9.

Gomatikettaka, 54.

Gomibhatta, 62.

Gopéla, 8, 83.

Gopiila 11, 12, 84, 85.

Gopdla I, 15.

Gopdlahino, 83, 84,
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Gopalganj, 111.
Gopdlitakrama, 139,
Gopl cave, 26.
Gopika cave, 26, 47,
Gopikd-kubha, 26,
Gosala, 2,
Govindachandra, 14,

118.
Govindaganj, 21,
Govindagupta, 4, 37.
Govindapdla, 16, 17, 107, 108,

137.
Govindapura, 14, 132,
Gorathagiri, 27.
Guggulin, 1 7,
Gunariya, 11, 113,
Gundve, 117,
Gupta-vam$a, 141,
Gurf, 45,
Gurudatta, 12, 86.
Guptagadha, 37.

H

116, 117,

Hajipur, 88.

Harhsana, 16, 105.
Harmsapura, 19, 131.
Harhsardja, 18, 128,
Hanuména, [9.

Haradatta, 86.
Haridharman, 19, 136, 137.
Harigramaka, 56.
Harisimhadeva, 134,
Harivarman, 46,

Harsa, 62, 67,
Harsavardhana, 7, 61, 111,
hatga, 72.
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Hazaribagh, 14.
Helavardha, 18, 128,
Hilsa, 9, 76.

Himalaya, 65,

Hiuven Tsang, 50.
Hodreya-visaya, 19, 94.
Hunterganj, J3.

I

Ichchhara, §9.

Imadpur, 12, 88,

Indian Museum, 11, 57, 62, 78,
79, 84, 85, 99, 100, 112, 135,

Inda, 102,

Indra, 19, 102,

Indragnimitra, 28, 30.

Indra-bhatdrikd, 49. -

Indradhavala, 121,

Indrarzja, 10,

Indrafaila-peak, 99,

Indrdyudha, 10.

Introspection, 23.

Tidnavarman, 6, 48,

Islam, 17,

Tévaravarman, 48,

Itkhort, 11, 114,

Ittdhika, 94,

Ituhoka, 94,

J

Jagaddhatrl, 118,
Jaina temple; 52,
Jainism, 21.
Jambunadi-vithi, 68.
Jambu-vani, 141.
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Jamui, 104, 138, 141.

Jandnanda, 137.

Jandrdana, 13, 89.

Jatgoyika, 41.

Janibigha, 17, 142.

Japila, 16, 118, 119, 120, 122.

Jaskhapéla, 102.

Java, 10, 77.

Jayabhatta, 35.

Jayachandra, 121.

Jayanagara, 15, 18, 103, 108 141,

Jayapdla, 10,

Jayapura, 18, 121, 141.

Jayaskandhdvira, 73, 94,

Jayasena, 17, 105, 142,

Jayatufigasirhba, 133,

Jehanabed, 19, 136.

Jhanjharpur, 134

Jiva, 28,

Jivagupta, 18, 56.

Jivandga, 138.

Jvitagupta, I, 6, 7, 54,

Jyestha, 88, 114, 116, 117, 118,
120,

K

Kahalgaon, 106, 110, 125.
Kaild$a, 65.

Kaimura range, 2, 24.
Kajra, 98, 100.
Kaksa-visaya, 80.
Kalachfiri, 70.
Kalachtiri-antaka, 9.
Kalihdnd, 120
KalaSapota, 80.
Kimadevasimha, 138,

133

Kéamarfipa, 6.
Kanaka, 131.
Kanauj, 6, 7, 10, 11, 16, 61, 64,
65, 111, 117, 120, 12%
Kdfichanapura, 13, 94,
Kifchi, 82.
Kandi, 16, 138,
Kanyakubja, 120.
Karmandasd, 122.
Karna-Kdyastha, 134,
Karnachaupar cave, 25.
Karndita chief, 15.
Karpasuvarna, 61,
Karnataka, 9.
Kérsdpana, 108,
KArttika, 77, 122, 138, 141, 142.
Kértikeya, 5, 40.
Karvandiya, 118, 120.
Kasaramola-pattala, 130.
Kd$isa, 121.
Kastahrint-ghdt, 36.
Kisyapa, 73.
Katra, 18, 56
Katyfyani, 48.
KauleSvara hill, 55,
Kaundinya-gotra, ' 136.
Kaufdmbi, 12, 86.
Kauthfima family, 33.
Kayastha, 137.
Kedira, 9.
Kedfranftha, 9.
Ketara, 16, 105, 106.
Kesariya, 21.
Kestyi, 129.
Kefava, 8, 67, 69, 87, 137, 140.
Khadirapdla, 122,
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Khalatika-parvata, 3.
Khalizmpur, 8.

Khandapatdka-geima, 102.

Khasarapana, 19, 131.

Khatapurana, 41,

Khayaravila, 122.

Khojpur, 142.

Kirihindi, 118,

Kirttil rinah, 50,

Kiforavitaka, 7, 54.

Kiul, 100, 101, 103, 108.

Kolaficha, 94, 141,

Konadevl, 7, 52, 54, 57,

Kosadevl 54.

Krmild-visaya, 9, 69, 75, 95, 102,

Kramaditya, 129,

Krsna, 46, 88,

Krsnaditya, 141,

Krsnadvarikd temple, 13, 89.

Krsnagupta, 6, 51, 141.

Ksirasdigara, 134,

Kuluha hill, 55.

Kulyavépa, 40, 41.

Kumirabhadra, 112,

Kumaragupta, 6.

Kuméragupta I, 4, 40, 41, 2,

Kuméragupta IM1, 5, 42, 43.

Kumfrdmitya, 45.

Kumérapila, 14, 15.

Kumarasvamin, 141,

Kumrahdra, 5, 33, 38, 39,

Kurafgi, 28, 30.

Kurkihdra, 11, 13, 73, 82, 83, 87,
91, 95,

Kuttuka country, 55.

Kawaya-Jayanagara, 108.
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L

Laheriasarai, 18, 141.

Lai, 98.

Laksmana, 19, 137.

Laksmanasena, 17, 134,

Laksm1-Nardyana, 15,

Lal Darwaza, 122,

Lafikd, 60.

Lanka-dvipa, 57.

Lauriya Araraj, 1, 21.

Lauriya Nandangarh, 1, 21.

Law of Piety, 1.

Litga, 92,

Lok@nanda, 13.

Lord of Gauda, 97.

Lord of P1th1, 102,

Lomasarsi cave, 45.

Luckecsarai, 69, 98, 103, 108,
141.

M

Madana, 143. L

Madanapdla, 15, 16, 17, 101, 102,
103, 1t 4, 106, 107, 108, 117,
139.

Madhavagupta, 51.

Madhuban, 61.

Madhu$renika Sélo, 69.

Maga, 132,

Magadha, 17. 19, 115.

Ma3agha, 45, 111.

Mahdbodhi temple, 8, 28, 33, 34,
57, 58, 67, 85, B6, 104 135,

Mahddeva, 8, 758.

Mahdditya, 122,
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Mah@mati, 96.

Mahamatras, 22,

MahAmaudgaldyana, 126.

MabAndman 11, 6, 57, 38,

Mahdsenagupta, 6, 7.

Mahdvihdra, 9, 105

Mahend.apdla I, 11, 111, 112,
113, 114, 115,

MaheSvara, 137, 141,

Mahiaru, 83.

Mahipila, 11, 12, 14, 85, 86, 87,
84, 89. J

Mahodaya, 11, 111,

Mairwa, 116.

Maitreyanitha, 126.

Maldda, 8, 65.

Malladeva, 15, 34.

Mallapore, 73.
Mallayastikd, 45.

Malwa, 4.
Malayaketu, 128,

Marhdalid, 116.
Mandala, 77.
Mandéra hill, 7, 34, 51,52, 54,
60.
Maner, 14, 117.
Mafgalasvimin, 17, 142
Mangaraon, 7, 55.
Manhali-grant, 105.
Mapginfga, 3.
Maniyfra Magha, 3, 30.
Mafjunandin, 138.
Majosrideva, 9, 76.
Mafijoérivarman, 9, 74.
Mankatha, 69, 102,
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Margadirsa, 36, 53, 76, 93, 104,

Masanikega, 16, 105, 107,

Mathanadeva, 14, 135.

Marpkas, 88,

Mauktika, 80,

Muuniditya, 13, 94, 97.

Medhdpad, 136

M:ghavarna, 6.

Mera, 19, 136.

Mesika, 75

Minor Rock Edict, 2, 2%

Mithila, 15.

Mitras, 131.

Mitra-Kedava, 7, 55,

Mokhalinam, 6, 46,

Monghyr, 9, 36, 37, 75, 77, 80,
139,

Motihari, 21.

Mud 2agiri, 9, 75, 77, 80.

Mubhammad, 122,

Mtlaka, 83.

Munde$varl, 62.

Muréri, 97.

Muzafarpur, 12, 88,

N

Nabhftisandaka, 124, 125,

Nazadevr, 29, 30,

Nagarabhtkti, 68.

MNagarcsGtredhdra, 50.

Nagarjuni hill, 6, 26, 27, 47.

Nagrahfra, .

Nilandd, 1,4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9, 11,
12, 19, 30, 35, 36, 41, 42, 43,
44, 48, 49, 50, 53, 61, 63, 64,
65, 68, 70,71,72,74, 75, 76, 77,
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81, 84, 86,87, 99, 100, L0l,

- 126, 131, 140,
Nélandd Mahdvibira, 7.
Nanda, 16, 127, 129,
Naodana, 435.
MNandapura, 5, 40.
Nandin, 3, 31.
Nanyadeva, 15, 133, 134.
Narapati, 50.
Narasimha, 13, 79, 94,
Narasimba cave, 34, 35,
Narasimha Chaturvedin, 82.
Narasimbagupta, 5, 42, 43.
Narasimba incarnation, 11.
Narasimba temple, 90,
Nérlyana, 62, 102.
Nardyagapdla, 10, 11, 78, 79, 81.
Naulagarh, 13, 14, 96.
Nauradgdbja, 134,
Nawada, 14, 51.
Nayapdla, 11, 12, 13, 89, 90, 91,

94, 7, 106,

Nepal, 15, 22, 133.
Nepal king, 49.
Nidanasamyutta, 44.
Nidanasttra, 44,
Nighua, 68.
Nigoha, 25.
Nirodha, 44.
Nirpura, 4.
Nirvina era, 17,
Nisidghaka, 9, 72,
Nivdsa, 79.
Noogarh, IS5, 103.
Nrhari, 54.

Inscriptions of Bihar

Nrkatta, 70.
Nrpura, 35.
P

Padali, 117.

Padamtla, 35,

Padidkramana-vihdra, 10, 74.

Padmad@nasiwha, 72,

Padmapani, 97, 100,

P&Supata sect, 80,

Pekhokd, 96.

Phalgu, 97, 112, -

Phulwari-ghdy, 119.

Pillar Edict, 1,2, 21, 22,23, 24.

PitAmaha, 19, i3l

Prthi, 14, 102, 142,

Fithipati, 17, 102,

Piyadasi, 25.

Poyardja, 56.

Prabhdkaravardhana, 61.

Prabhuddma, 3, 32.

Prachanddditya, 129.

PrideSikas, 2.

Pradipirtham, 55.

Pragjyotifa, 10, 63,

Prajfidpdramitd, 19, 87, 13].

Prajifisirhha, 82.

Prakhyatakiruti, 59, 60.

Prapitdmahefvara, 13.

Pradasti, 65, 74, 89, 90, 92, 131.

Pratdpadhavala, 16, 117, 118,
119, 120, 121, 122.

Pratityasamutpadastira; 44.

Pravaragiri, 6.

Pudgala, 45,

PGjaye, 32.



Index

Punarvasu-naksatra, 126.
Pundeévarl, 9l.
Punyefvarl, 108.
Purdnas, 129.

Purikd, 71.
Purnabhadra, 12, 104,
Ptirnaddsa, 78.
Ptrnegvart, 108.
Piirnavarman, 49, 50.
Purugupta, 5, 41, 42, 43.
Purusas, 2.

Purusa Pariksd, 15, 135.
Purusottamasimha, 137.
Puskara, 335.

R

Réghava, 108.

Rajaona, 90.

Rajadityagupta, 141,

Réajagrha, 71, 75, 100,

Rijagrha-visaya, Tl.

kdja Srenika, 3.

Rajgir, 3, 30, 38.

Rajmahal, 106.

Rdjukas, 2, 23.

Réjyapdla, 11, 12, 76, 81, 82,
83, B4.

Rijyavardhana, 61.

RAma-bhattarikd, 56-

Rimapdla, 14, 15, 98,99, 1on,
101.

RAmapati, 99

RAmdyanic scenes, 7.

Ramgrah, 62.

Ram Gaya, 11, 112,

Rampurva, 1, 22,

157,

Ratnatraya, 60,
Ravisvimin, 43.

Revatika, 4, 36,
Rohidsgadh, 16, 60, 61, 122,
Rudramina, 14, 132,
Rudrasena, 3, 32,
Rudrasimba, 3° 32,
Rupandtha, 2.

S

S (M)addhu, 73,

Sadhi, 140,

Sidhu Saharana, 100,
Sahadeva, 89, 113.
Sahagapdla, 136.
Sahasadbavala, 121.
SAhura, 16, 105, 10¢, 107.
Sailendra dynasty, 50.
Sailendras, 10

Saindhavas, 112.

Saiva form, 5.

Saka chief, 32.
&ikadvipiya, 132,
§aka-Murundas, 3.
Sakrasena, 85.

Sakri, 57.

Sakta, 5.

§dkya, 114.

§alapaksa, 7, 53.

Simanta, 104,

Sambhu, 139.
Samghaddsa, 33.
Sarhgrdmagupta, 18, 140, 141,
Samkarsana, 72.
Samudrdditya, 16, 138, 139,
Samudragupta, 4, 6, 33, 36, 38.
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Sandhi-vigrahika, 50.
$andilya-gotra, 141,
fanokhara, 16, 110
&antarakhita, 95.

Santhal Parganas, 53.
Sapadalaksa hills, 17, 136, 138,
Saptaghatia, 142,

Sarasvatyai 132,
Sdrdulavarman, 6, 46, 47, 48.
Sarthadevikd, 102,
Sarvdnand, 90,

Sarvastividin school, 9.
Sarvvavarman, 49,

Edriputra, 126,

Saddnka, 60, 61, 126.

Sasaram, 1, 16, 24, 61, 118, 120,

Sasth1, 101,
Satthasoma, §9.

Sattra, 13, 34, 55, 56, 96.
Saudi, 113,

Sauri, 113.

Sauryaditya, 18, 127, 128.
Sdvarna-gotra, 111,
Sdvarnya-gotra, 128,
Shahpur, 7, 53.

Shahpur Tetrawan, 53.
51da, 121.

Siddheévari, 108,
Sidhmaka, 73.
Sibaratha, 32.
Sikandara, 103, 138,
Siladitya, 50.

Silao, 74.

Silpa, 131,

Silsild, 130,
Simhalagna, 133.

Simrdon, 15, 133.

Simvala 129,

Sindhus, §5.

Einghbhum, 129,

Sirtma, 28, 30,

S1tald templs, 13, 97.

Siva, 10, 13, 18, 19, 47, 48, 50,

67, 80, 92, 112, 130, 137, 139.

Skanda, 4, 40,
Skandagupta, 5, 39, 40,
Skandaguptabata, 40.
Somapura, 12, 19, §7, 131.
Somavam$T, 18,
Sonabhandara, 38.
Sonadama, 16, 105, 106.
Sonc-East Bank, 121,
Sopdlahord, 83.

Soujjeka, 9, 72,

South Monghyr, 102,
S$rivana, 127, 133.
Srivasti-bhokti, 11, 111,
Srenika, 30,
Sridbantamiina, 124, 125.
Sridharaddsa, IS, 134,
Srizupta, 41, 42,

Srimari, 7, 51.

$rimitra, 121.
Srinagara-bhakti, 7, 9, 75, 77.
Sripaita, 124,

§ry Pratdipa, 122

$r1 Rihula, 50.

$r1 Ramagupta, 18.
Srisannivesa, 137,

Stipas, 8, 9, 68, 69, 74, 114,
Subhadrefvara, 7.
Subhatd, 19, 137.



Sucha, 7, 49,

SudAma cave, 25.
Suddhodana, 65.
Stdraka, 13, 89, 92, 97.
Suhmaka, 140.
Sumeru, 65.

SGnahara, i6, 118, 119,
Sun, 54, 94.

Sun-god, 13, 97.

Sun image, 7.
Suphandi, 64.
Supratisthitavarman, 6, 63.
Surabhdkra, 56.
Surajgarha, 40,
Strapdla, 10, 14, 78.
Strya, 7, 53, 110, 153,
Sfryakara, 142, 143,
Suva, 7, 49.
Suvarpabhfimi, 129.
Suvarnadvipa, 10, 77.
Suvarnahala, 16;
Suvarnakhanda-visaya, 129,
Svarpahala, 118, 120.
Svati-naksatra, 133.

T

Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, 122,
Tailddhaka, 12, 86.
Tamralipti, 14, 124.
Tamraparni, 29.

Tantrik, 5.

Tari, 9, 11, 19, 76,99, 131,
TarAchandl, 16, 118, 119, 120.
Tarka, 37.

Teghra, 140,

Index
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Tegin, 65.

Teldrha, 12, 86,
Telrawan, §8, 95,
Thakkura Dedabha, 117,
Thakkura Siva, 117,
Thakkura Sr1 Sujana, 122,
Thine§vara, 7, 61,
Tharuka, 81,

Tikina, 8, 63.

Tikuka, 91.

Tilothu, 16, 118,
Tinnevelly, 29,
TirabhGkti, 10, 13, 56, 80, 94,
Tistiha'a-pitaka, 55.
Tisydmratirtha, 59.
Trik&mala, 31, 32.
Tultaicha-Sarman, 116.
Tippera, 12.

Tufga, 127.

Turk’s duty, 117,

Turki tegin, 8.

Tutrahi Falls, 117,

U

Ucha, 81.

Udayamina, 14, 124, 125,

Udayardja, 121,

Udayasena, 62,

Ud&yin, 3, 31.

Uddandapura, 0, 11, 12, 78, 81,
105.

Ugra Bhairava, 60.

Ujjain, 3, 32

Ujjaka, 72.

Ujjala, 67.

Ujvala, 8.
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Uma-Mahedvara, 82,
Upagupta, 48.
Upétto, 127,

Uren, 100, 101,
Ustya-grama, 128.
Utakva, 109,
Utimaréka, 95.
Utkala, 10,
Uttarima, 8, 63,
Uttaramanasa, 13, 97.

v

Vactchha-gotra, 115.
Vadagrima, 116.
Vaddefvara, 120.
Vahiravana, 73.
Vaidyan@itha temple, 53,
Vagtévarl, 84.
Vainyagupta, 43.
Yairadeva, 38.
Vairochanasimha, 82,

Vaisdkha, 36, 41, 64, 80, 82, 101,

102, 113, 119, 136.
Vaidalt, 1, 3, 4.
Vaisnava temple, 62,
Vijasneyi §dkha, 45.
Vaji- vaidyas, 89.
Vajrapdni, 90
Vajrasana, 50,
Vakpala, 10 4
Vikpatirsja, 5. o
Valgudara, 15, 69, 70, EHT 98, 102.
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