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PREFACE

The excavation described in the following pages was carried out by me in
1938-30 as Superintendent of the Frontier Circle, Lahore. Almost immediately
mmamu.pﬂmﬁmdmammqmammsmg
India, where the report was to appear, was suspended 8s & result of war-time
miuﬁumnnpﬁnﬁng.mdlatmmthnpuﬂhﬁmufthmhmm
abandoned.

ﬁmﬁnhwﬂlexpldnthuddijinthﬂpubﬁmﬁmnfthnmpun.hutthn
difficulties did not end here, The antiquities and records of the excavation, kep:
inthﬂnﬂimufthﬂhnuﬁwﬁ!ﬂﬂ,hnmmamummihlatﬂmlﬁuthupuﬁﬁunﬁf
Indis. The result has been that some of the line-drawings had to be reproduced from
the photographs of the drawings which were available on this side of the border. A
proper selection of pottery and other antiquities for illustration had aiso to be
ruled out for the same reason. The author is fully alive to these shortcomings in
thempmtbntfmh&ntmtﬁmmmmthnmpnﬁmyhnfmmh
uah-mk&giﬂupechﬂythmﬁhnmghmunmﬂﬁnmnﬁmuw

or explore the neighbouring areas.
il. L. §.

New D=rmi:

April 15, 1951,
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EXCAVATION AT AGROHA, PUNJAB

Agrohi is situated on the metalled road between Hissir and Fatehibad at a
distance of 14 miles from the former. A series of rolling mounds of varying heights,
the highost being about 87 feet above the surrounding ground level (pl. I), occupy
about 850 acres of land towards the north-west of the village known by the name
of Agrohi. Tradition avers that Rija Agra, later named as Agra Bain, used to live
here and the remains of the Fort on the top of the mound are connected with his
residence’.

It can be said with a certain degree of accuracy that Agrohd owes it origin
to Agra and the ancient name of the town was Agrodaka as revealed on the coins
found in the excavation. The Fort, however, on the top was constructed by Dewiin
Nannomal, who was an Agrawal by caste and in the employ of Riji Amar Singh
of Patiila (A.D. 1765-1781)%

Agrohi appears to have been mentioned by Ptolemy, who calls it ‘Agara’
which cannot be identified with Agra (U.P.) or Agar near Ujjain, as ascertained
by Reynal®? on the authority of Bernoulli & French traveller in A.D. 1781. In the
medieval period Zidu'-d Din Barani* and Shams-i-Siraj ‘Afif* have described Agroha
or ‘Agrah’ as a flourishing town forming an important division of the newly laid
town of Hi&.ir-i-Fh-hn. The severe famine in Mibammad Tugy_hq’l time had
caused considerable havoe at Agrohi and it was a deserted city as evidenced by
Ibn-i-Batiita®. The latter gives an account of the demolition of the Hindu temples
and buildings and the utilization of the material by Firiz Shih Tughlug in cons-
tructing his Hisiri-Firiza. The buildings like Gujri Mabal, Firiz Shah's Mosque

andJnhl:KothiatH:ﬂrmdthammqnultF:tahibldhﬂrhﬁmmym this
fact.

It was in the year 1888-89 when Mr. C. J. Rodgers’, mehgalsurwyur
of the Punjab Circle, carried out partial excavations on one of the smaller mounds
to a depth of 16 ft, and unearthed solid brick walls and floors, paved causeways
and abundance of ashes and signs of burning. His diggings were restricted to 15
days only and the objects which he brought to light consisted of coins, beads,
fragmenta of sculptures and terracottas encrusted with lime, bearing signs of burning.

| Dr. Satyaketu's book Agrowd! JAN Kd Prdchin [tikds contains valusble information which has gretefully been
usea by me,

2 Oriffin, Punjob Rajos & Punjob Stots Gasettesrs, Vol XVII A.

1 J. W. MeCrindles, Anciens India ar described by Plolemy, p. 154.

4 Elliot, The Hisory of India, Vol. ITI, p. 245,

& Itid, p. 300,

8 Cambiidge History of India, Vol. III, p. 155,

T Report of the Punsob Circle of the Archasological Survey for 1888-R0, pp. 41-43,
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In 1938-39 a portion of the high and extensive mound immediately to the
south of the road was taken up for trial excavations. This mound, like others, was
thickly littered with brickbats all over the surface. Rains have in the past been
responsible for cutting numerous gorges in the mound exposing occasionally to
view the remains of walls. The choice of this particular spot for operation was
partly influenced by the remains of a solid brick wall about 8 ft high which was
revealed in ane such ravine, running from north to south and cutting right acrose
the heart of the mound. Here a trench, 500" long and 30’ wide running east to
west, was sunk to a depth of 12 ft. below surface (pl. IT A). The work was further
extended towards the north where a trench measuring 80 ft. x 30 ft. (ita width
was 55 upto the first 45’ in length from the point where it met the main trench)
and running north to south was joined to the main trench at right angle to form a
T shape (pl. ITT). The last 120" of the eastern fringe of the main trench lie on a
steep slope of the mound. Out of this length 40 ft. at the extreme east were availed
of for digging deep pits and the rest for terraced excavation consisting of 4 steps,
each measuring 30" X20° with an average height of 6 ft. The last step was levelled
to 40°X 30" in Sqrs. Tp/2, 3, 7 and 8 and the two pits sunk alternately in Sqrs. 7p/3
and 7 were carried to 26} ft. below the surface of the mound (pl. II B). The
bottom .of the pit is about 2 ft. higher than the road lével. T shall now describe
the trench and take up the pits later which brought to light antiquities of far reaching
importance.

The trench revealed the remains of a well-planned and prosperous settlement.
All the structures were of burnt brick and pertained to dwelling houses easily dis-
tinguishable from each other, the full extent of each not yet being clear (pl. 1II).
Except a few fragmentary walls and pavements in sub-squares TL/1, 2, TM/5, 10,
which were only 2 ft. below the surface of the mound and were thus assigned to the
Ist stratum, the entire structures in the trench were of the second stratum, though
tops of walls of the third stratum were struck here and there.

All the rooms in the trench were uniformally excavated to an average depth
of 12 ft. Some of the rooms in the south-western side were mostly paved. An
example of a small shrine in the wall of a room was revealed in square 7L/2 (pl. IV A).
The entrances to rooms were well defined by prominent door-sills (pl. IV B). No
charred wood pertaining to door frames was found ; but the use of wooden doars
can be inferred from the recovery of a large number of iron objects, viz., nails, flat
bars, door-rings, clasps and clamps, etc., all acoessories to wooden door-frames.

A deposit of ashes and signs of burning were found in almost all the rooms at
various depths covered by squares 7K and 7L; particularly in the rooms in squares
7L/4, 5 which appear to be important as they yielded burnt birch bark manuseript,
clay seal, inscribed die and burnt sculptures, a small gold bead and charred grains,
ete. Deposit of white lime was also found in the rooms in squares TN/1, 2. It may
also be remarked that no single scuplture was found in tact but fragments of several
sculptures were recovered bearing distinct traces of burning.



EXCAVATION AT AGROHA, PUNJAB 3

No antiquities worth mentioning were fovnd in the first stratum ; but the
second was a8 varied and rich in portable objects as the labyrinth of well-laid
out rooms. About 401 antiquities were bronught to light in the trench up to an
average depth of 12 ft. comprising pottery, terracotta and copper objects, fragmenta
of stone sculptures, plaques, grinding stones, beads, shell bangles, coins, iron imple-
ments and objects including accessories to wooden door-frames, inscribed clay
die, & burnt birch bark manuscript and a clay seal.

The pottery objects consisted mostly of big earthen jars with incised lLines
around (oL A) spoutedjars, Aadis, pecfurated vases and bl vassh with aud
without spouts, dabbers, incense burners, cups, lids and dishes (pls. V B and VI A and
B). No painted pottery waa found exeept an earthen spouted jar, which had the
black design of wavy eye-lids above the spqut. Specimens of pottery objects with
their numbers have been shown in measured drawings (pls. VII and VIII).

Among the selected terracotta objects found in the trench mention may be
made of a heavily incised dish (pl. IX, 1), four volour-boxes (two illustrated,
pl. IX, 2 and 3), a decorated rattle (pl. IX, 4) and a small model shrine {pl. IX, 5).
Two round terracotta decorated tablets (pl. IX, 6 and 7) and one flat oval tablet
pierced with two hales in the centre and a circular groove running all round (pl. IX, 8)
probably meant for winding thread —were found in squares 7P/3 and TN/3 at a
depth of 3’ and 4’ respectively. A number of terracotta animal figurines were
picked up from the trench; e.g., horses (pl. IX, 9-11), bulls (pl. IX, 12-14), and dogs
(pl. IX, 15). A beautiful spout resembling the neck of a peacock was found at-a
depth of 6 in square 60/10 (pl. IX, 18).

The noteworthy copper objects recovered were a sword in square TM/2 at a
depth of 8’ 6" (pl. IX, 17),.8poon at a depth of 10° 6° (pl. IX, 18), chain in square
6L/10 at a depth of 6’ (pl. IX, 19), bangle (diam. 1}*) in square 7N/3 at a depth
of 5 (pl. IX, 20), ear ornament in square TN/1 at a depth of 1', which is of the st
stratum (pl. IX, 21), and a copper discoid spacer in square TL/4 at a depth 8" 8°
(pl. IX, 22).

Many stone sculptures, but all in fragments and showing signs of burning,
were found in squares 7L/4 and 5 (pl. X, 57). One sculpture pieced together
found in TL/4 at a depth of 8° 4" represents an image standing on lotus supported
by Nagas (ht. 1" 747, pl. X, 1).

Among the plaques (length 24" to 5]°) found in squares 7K/10, 7L/2, TL/4
and 6L/20 at a depth of 7’ to 10°, three are of stone (pl. X, 2, 3 and 4) ; and one of
terracotta (pl. X, 8). Mahishasuramardini is represented in pl. X, 4 and 8, a seated
image with a female standing by in pl. X, 3 and probably a Kubera in pl. X, 2.

A few grinding stones and pesties were found in square TN/1 (pl. XL, 5). A
stone pedestal (8" x 8}"x{") showing hunting scene was recovered from square
6L/19 at a depth of 7' (pl. X1, 1) and also several architectural pieces pertaining to a
temple containing desorations and figures in the panels (pl. XT; 2-4),
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Beads of agate, carnelian, shell, pottery and glass, of different shapes, were
found mostly in squares 7K, 7L, 7N and 7P (pL. XTI, 7-11) noteworthy among them
being a copper barrel-shaped bead found in square TL/4 at a depth of 63 (pl. X1, 8)
and a tiny gold bead in square 7L/5 at a depth of 10’ (pl. XI, 9). A decorated
pottery terminal was found in square 7P/3 at a depth of 6" ( pl. XI, 10).

Among miscellaneous finds mention may be made of finger rings, one of ivory
and another of horn (pl, X1, 12-13), shell bangles plain and incised (pl. XT, 14-17)
and a libation spoon of horn found in square TN/2 at a depth ‘of 8° (pl, XI, 6).

Thirteen copper coins, all obliterated and undecipherable, were found in
squares 6L/24, 7L/4, 7L/5, TM/10, 7N/2 and 70/10, at & depth ranging from 6’ to
114"

A heap of iron objects was unearthed from squares 6L/14, 7L/4 and 7L/6
at a depth ranging from 6° to 104", Tt included a variety of objects, e.g., hanging
bells (pl. XII, 1), dishes (pl. XTI, 2), lamp with handle (pl. X1II, 5), axes and sickles
(pl. XTI, 3-4), handles of sticks (pl. XTI, 6 and 8), nails (pl. XTI, 9), ring (pl. XII,
7) ete., accessories to wooden door-frames.

Besides the finds mentioned above, three inscribed objects, viz., an inscribed
terracotta tablet, burnt birch bark manuseript and clay seal deserve gpecial mention.

The - terracotta tablet with handle, measuring 73" x1§" 13", found
in square 7K /4 at a depth of 11’ 3%, contains the seven staras or notes of the musical

scale in the reverse order, viz., sa, ni, dha, pa, ma, ga, ri, sa in the script of the 9th
century A. D. (pl. XTIII, 1). :

The text of the burnt hirch bark manuseript found in square 7L/5 st depth
of 5° cannot be identified asit is only in very small fragments  (pl. XTI, 10). The
seript resembles the Bakhshali manuseript, ascribed to the Bth century A. . on
palaeographical grounds. 1t is a pity that the manusecript was found burnt and
thus a valuable record has been lost.

A clay seal (21" x2}"% 17) with a hole was found in square TL/5 at a depth
of 8" (pl. X111, 2). It bears marks of severe burning and the legend on the seal
below the bull in Brahmi is damaged to ensure satisfactory decipherment., As
suggested by Dr. N. P. Chakravarti, a tentative reading of the first line as Pdvanséa
[Rudre] is given. 1In the second line only two letters dha and ma are visible and
this may again be tentatively restored to dkarmma. Tt will not he wrong to assume
that the cpithet Pavauesa given to Rudra (if the reading is correct) is not improper
as Rudra is also agnimirti. Pavaneda may also mean ‘pure’ and the epithet to
Rudra is in no way thus inappropriate. It may be mentioned that the bull as
Vihana of Siva has been found on seals in the excavations at Basirh, Besnagar,
Bhita, Kaud&mbi, ete., also on several Yaudheya clay seals.

The two pits sunk alternately in squares 7P/3 and 7P/7 yielded 128 portable
entiquities and a ring-well (diam. 2'8%). The top ring corresponded to the ground
level of the period which is 23’ 6" below the surface. Internally the well was cleared

to = depth of 3’ where evidence of four rings closely Iaid one upon the other was
found.
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Of the portable antiguities found in-the pits, mention may be made of two
crude terracotta human figurines found at a depth of 3° 6" and 47 regpectively

XIIT1, 3).

A small hoard of five silver coins (pl. XIII, 4-5), buried in a pottery vaee
(pl. XITI, 6), was found in square 7P/3 at a depth of 14". It contained one coin
each of Antialkidas, Apollodotos, Strato, Amyntas and one punch-marked coin
with solar and tree symbol. The other hoard of 51 mostly rectangular coins (pl.
XII1, 7-9) buried in a wide-mouthed pottery vase (pl. XIIT, 10) was found in the
same square and atrthe same depth. These coins contaired the inseription Agodala
Agdcha Jonapadasa with tree in railing on the obverse; and hull, lion and in three
instances composite animals with part of the same inscription on the reverse. These
coins establish the identity of Agrohi with the ancient Agrodaka, perhaps founded
by Agra, the reputed fore-father of the Agrawals,

A list of the coins is given below :—

8, No. Bimo l Weigih
Desoription
I Jr B.

Py - = 20 grm. Ohr. dgacka janopudess. . and tres in railing.
Rav. gdcha fama. . snd boll stgnding fo right

a i .62 N T Obv. ga. . janapadass and troe in miling.
Rev, fama. . and bull standing to lefi,

s i - k1) Db, apacha fa. . nnd tree in miling.
Tew. Bull standing to lefi probably in rayed  eirels,

4 LG5 a8 o - Ohw, -+ - - acha janapodes and teoe in railing.
e, . -peda, . .. and bufl standing bo right.

B 54 it | " Ohw, agodaks agachjena . . . aod tres n miling.
Row, Bull sanding o right. :

[ 3 .l % = Tt ageda-agack famapea. . and S in mmiling.
Rev, Bull atanding to right % indistinet inseription.

60 47 " (b, ogadaks opicha jonapa and the trew in miling.

Rev. Hull standing to lsfl in myed airels;

# il B8 n " e, Indistinet inseriphion; tree in miling,
Rev. Ball (blurred) standing ta right.

L] BT N - L Obv, - o O . o e elfeed,
Raw, Bull standing to right.

10 06 48 s " Obv. agadale—gick. . and treo {damnged),
Rav, Bull standing to right (7}

1 L .62 S Db Treo, inseription affnosd.
B, Biurred.

12 s .55 L5 b, + - - .opdehagn. . and tree in miling.
Rev, Bull atanding to right (blurred),
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8. No. Waight Desoription
L. B.
13 84 - " g O, Bilurred,
Hav. Bull standing to right,
14 <08 K 13 = Obw. «un e« pilleha. .
Rev, Blusred,
1a A8 R m® = Crbww, « o omnpedass wnd beo treas,
Rav, Bull standing to kfh
1. 53 8 n " (Hhe, Troe, el imiined {neoriphion.
v, Mlllﬂ!iu.hhﬂ.\f-jrhiﬂ.
17 55 4 m " Obv, -mapoduss. . aod tres in miling.
Hev, m?.hwﬂh-ﬁﬂ” bs =
1a .87 a2 - [ O, Trew, blaread,
Frv, P el mtirverd,
1 .8 B8 m o Dby, - aganha fanapads. agmin j-q...ulmunu;-‘
| PR e i v B bt in th
m a7 .85 » - Oibrw, ..d-..i--..-dt-huﬁl‘.
- P, Mhuhnkiqm
2 .53 .63 o~ b, =+ Janapa. .. and tree, hiursed,
Fary, l'-inrhll;i—u-ipu-mu-u.
n g B an - (i1 mﬁh-ﬁﬂ.j-q...-dmh-ﬁh
Homy, _mpulh-h-l--ln.ﬂ.
n o -] 87 . Otyw, ﬁhﬂﬂ-ﬁ-—-ﬂmhnﬂlﬂ.
ke, Lion looking right in airele,
0] s ) n - by, pnlud-nnm.‘,
Rav. Hm.;udﬁhwﬂnhﬁ.
T . 5 " " Obw., SREL . NP —
i R, Blarre,
" .o . Mo Obrr.  #foka janapada. . and tese i miling,
Rev, Imﬂidﬂ“thﬁhhlqdﬁ
n 51 48 n- O, 43 famapadass snd tise in radling,
; BRav_ Bull standing to right, biurrsd.
= «FT o AL u - Ohv, l-..dlﬂuh.ﬁ-#hl-lm
| Rt et et i
= S il | R | et s st e
o S -
n | B " :l: :m;;ﬁ aplcha femapadasa. . in twrios
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8. No. Waight Desoription
B.
12 87 5 g Obw. Fart of tha tees.  Blarmed.
Hav, Bull standing to left in sircle.
33 80 50 w " Dby, Blurred.
HRav. Bull manding w righe,
- - 1] M~ Ok, Troo snd & fow indistiney lottor
Rav, Ball standing to right in eiroke,
. o2 a2 o o Ob. agodake agicha fanapadass and troe in railing,
Rav. «eaodasa. . and bull standing to kbl in circls,
L »58 .o " Oy, «» dabe ploha fanapads. . e o rillng,
Hev, Bull standing to right (n reyed cimls.
vl 4 A2 - - Obv. ..Hﬂ-m..ﬂminmuu
- | A Sl o e
% ] .48 TR Oby. agodubs, . and e in riling.
Hev, Ball standing right.
m .01 .51 az ¢ Obwe. apoda aga. . . . wnd tres in miling.
Haer. Liam (1)
“0 .02 07 M Ob, dmﬁw in riling. There am traces
Raov, Bull standing to lsft in pircls.
“ 80 7 15 Obv. Insription. indistinet, tres in ruiling.
Mo, Ball standing to right in cirele,
4z &2 &2 0 O, Tree [nintly visibls.
Haov, Bull standing to left, funt.
" ] .4 ) I Ob, updcha jama and tee in railing, |
(thio ke E
L 09). Hav, ﬁm-ﬂh— part of bull standing a0
“ .52 B3 m > Obw. agodabe. . . . tree in railing.
Rav, Bull standing to right.
L1 « 0 50 o ™ O, uﬁ-qﬂ-h...--ﬂm.-mm‘,
Rav, Linn standing to right
a5 41 .80 M " Db, opdcha jo . . pada nnd trew in railing.
Rev, Bull pastly pressrved, staseling to right,
&7 A0 .83 n " O, agedake. .ga. . mnd tres in railing Parly pressres,
Haer, Bull standing o right.
s o0 . 6 44 " Db, opedabs. . . .aad e in miling,
Haw. - -cha ju. . part of miling sad lion looking right,
A L) ‘.55 0 " e, voo ool . podass and troe in miling,
Rav, Blurred.
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. No. s Woight ] Deseriptizn
L B.
i G afh 25 gra, Oy, Agoda........ and troa in railing.
Rav, Bull standing to right in eirols,
al .58 &) T Obw, -podake agicha fanapada. - and teee in railing,
r Rav. Bull standing to right.

From observations regarding signs of burning in the rooms and débris and
acquisition of demolished and burnt sculptures, clay seal and mwarvecript and a
depmt. of ashes, ete., upto 12’ in the main trench, it may be concluded that the
site was subjected to sevére disturbance and therefore the finds—save perhaps
in the pit—wete disturbed. The recovery of Indo-Greek coins and the dgodaka
coins in the pit have so far established the antiguity of the place to about the 2nd
century B. C. It is therefore possible that excavations on a large seale at this
place may yield important antimuities of an earlier period.

OIPD—M—17 Deptt of Arch.—30.1.52—500
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Prate 1

Caneral view of Agrohl Mound.






Prate 11

B. View of deep pits excavated in the sastern slope of the momd
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Prarz IV

A. Bhrine in s wall in square TL/Z.

B, Closs view of structures in stratum II,






Prate V

Bpecimens of pattery.






Prate VI
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Prate 1X

17—22, copper ohjoots,

1 —1#, miscollaneonn terracotts abjects |







Prate X
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Prate X111
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2. terrcotta figurines ; 4—10, coins and two pots containing thom.

1, inscribed termacotta talilet 3 2, clay seal |
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