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I was appointed as the Mcleod-Kashmir Research scholar, University
of the Papjab, in 1988, My subject of rescarch was * Political thought in
Sanskrit Literature,! The subject was too wide to be completed within the
short span of three venrs and the term could not be extended for reasons
which need not be disclosed here. 1, however, continued my work under the
patronage of Principal Dr, Lakshmun Sarup, who, believing in my sincerity
and the utility of the work under hand, willingly made financial contribu-
tions towards its completion. -

The present volume on the Puranas is one of the six volumes that cover
the entire field of political thought in Sanskrit literature. Paolitdaal thought
extends more or less over the whole range of eighteen Puranas and '::ghtun
Upapuranas. There are several stray verses on the subject scatte here
and there. Recurrences of verses abound. I have taken only those extracts
wherein polifical thought is ceasistent, continuous and wholesome.

Of the Puranas, only Matsya and Agni are important from the viewpoint
of political thought, Of the two, Agni is more important. Political thought
in the other Puranas is to some extent a repetition of the same in Agni and
Matsys.

Ackaowledgment of obligation,

My sincerest gratitude goes to my revered officer Dr. Lakshman
Sarup M.A. (Panjab), D. Phil, (Oxon), Officier’'d Academie (Franece), Principal,
Driental College, Head of the Sanskrit Department and the Professor of
Sanskrit literature at the University of the Panjab, Lahore. In the ,j"""’""'
tion of all volumes on Politioal T:nught in Sanskrit Literature as well as the
blication of the present volume ns 0 many other works' 1 am indebted to

for his literary and material help to a degree for which no amount
of thanks would suffice. ‘I am obliged to Mr. 5.5, Seth, ML A, {‘E&iu.}.
B.Se. (Pb) F.L.A. (Lond.), Librarian. the Panjab University Library,
for granting me permission to work in the Library even alfter the
expiry of the tenure of my scholarship ; to Pandit Bala Sahali Shastei of
the Panjab University Lihrary, Sanskrit Section, for his constant inspiration
and cheerfulness and last but not in the least to Dr. K. N.
M.A., Ph.D., Director, G. R. Research Institute, Lahore, for offering several
suggestions during the publication of the volume.

JAGDISH LAL.

_

Daied 6th June 1944,
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. Tha wooks selerred to hate are; Rgvidhana with (ndexes.
Yrsﬂhumlunﬂpnkuih. Rajadharmakands of Eriyakalpataru, Kathakosa, and
ogayalia.






POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE PURANAS

Of the Puranas® and Upapuranas®, Matsya, Agni, Markandeya, Garuda,
Kalika and Visnudharmotiara are important from the view-point of political

thought.
Matsyapurana,

G The subject matter of political thought in the Matsyapurana is divided as
Wy t— .

Chapter :—215. EgmaPqra: The king’s assistants.
ol 218. W The king’s servants,

" 217 S EaSYAq The fort and the store of medicinal
herhs  ete.

" 218. sEErsar: The paraphernalis as a ward sgainst demons,
. poison ete.

> 210 WG The protection of the king.

> 420, Uﬂﬁﬁm The duties of a consecrated monarch.

. a9 Jqgmeredaq, Fate and perseverance.

" 906, @raata:  The policy of ecnciliation.

" 225, WWEiE The appreciation of the policy of divide and rule.
o 224, FmEiar The appreciaticn of the policy of gift.

” 225, TugqgEr The appreciation of the policy of chastisement,
» 996, sysqr@ETarEa: The king and his divinity.

- 240 grEfarraswaTsaig  Expedition.

. The Puranas ars sightsen in numbsr.

{1) Brahma (2) Padma (3) Visnu (4) Vays (8) Bhazavats (8) Nasadiya
(7) Markandeys () Agmi () Bhavisya (10) Brahm./aiviria (11) Linga (33)
Varahs (13) Skanda (14) Vamaas (15} Kumma (18) Matays (17) Caruds
(18) Brabmanda.

2. For the list of Upapuranas compare the following extract from fhe
Sabds-Kalpadruma.
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4 POLITICAL THOUGHT TN THE PURANAS

Chapter 215 :—The king's assistants.

A monarch needs a retinue of experts 1o assist himin the right perform-
unce of his dutles. The work of sdministration is divided into vﬁiuuﬁepnrt—
ments under these experts. The expert heads of the departments wre res-
ponsible to the governing head only.

The Matiya supplies a list of some important functionaries of the
State, together with their perspective requisites. The functionaries include be-
sides the ministers, 8 commander-in-chief, a doos-keeper, a spy. personal guards,
a betel- bearer, provincial governors, sword-bearers, a physician, an elephant-
keeper 8 commander of the royal fort, an engineer, an officer-in-charge
of weapous, a custodian of the ladie’s apartmemts, a controller of the

ete,

The king keeps & watchful eye on the manifold activities of his State-
officers through his ministers. The ministerial office is, therefore. naturally
rendered very important,

The duties of a consecrated monarch form the subject-matter of w part
of this and include the whole of the two hundred and twentieth
chapter. It would have been better for the author of the Mal ang to
arrange the list of entire functiony of the king togother in a single chapter.

Chapter 216 : —The king’s servants.

Elaborate rules of conduct for the king's servants are lald down in the
Matiyapurana A servant should carefully listen to what the king says and
never interrupt him in his speech,  Ia an assemblage he should speak sweet an

le words to the king. Unpleasant things that may be unavaidable
for his well-being should be communicated to him privately. The sovereigd
may be spproached in his quiet mood with & prayer of confeérring a power
upon some ane, but a prayer for oue’s own self should always be made through
some friend.

A servant should not disclose to any one kindly or unkindly feelings on
the king towards him. When u king ord«rs any ope to perform any service
he should volunteer himself to do it.

Of course this should be done knowing the hours of business, otherwise
if he does so at all times, he becomes an object of hatred and ridicule.

He should always remain very modest and never knit his eye-brows in
his presence or lsugh too much.

He should not talk t0o much in the presence of the king, nor should he
remain silent. He should not be artful or proud, nor should he speak too
much of himeell. *

He should take his seat to the right or the lefl of the king secording
to his warrant of precedence and not behind or in front of him.

He should not yawn, show signs of weariness, cough, sssume sngry
demeanour, rest himseif against anything, knit his eyes, vomit acd belch in
the prescoce of the sovereign,

He should serve the sovercign with & elear mind nod ' free from laziness.
He should always shun eraltiness, wickedness, backbiting, atheism and low
mormly.
The Matsyapurena describes the method whereby a servant should judge
whether his sovereign is pleased or displeased with him

The disgusted monarch, according to the Metyapurana, gives hopes but
does not conler benelits aceordingly. He upmxn ungry though there i5 no
cause of anger and thoogh remnins plessant, he speaks unpleasant words.
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The disgusted king shows hix good-will towards others but hates him
with whom he s disgusied. He finds faults with his words and speaks
other words not having concern with liz business. The king turns awa
his attention from the pitee of work of his subondinate with whom he %
disgusted. .

. Marks of the king's pleasure, according to the Mafsyapurana, can be stat-
ed thus :—When a king becomes pleased he always assumes a pleasant aspect
towsrds him, aceepts his words with gentleness, offers sent and asks about
his wellare. A plessed king seeing hls servant in private does not become
afraid, hearing bis words bocomes cheerful, listens even to his unpleasant

words, nceepts his humble offerings and remembers him with o cheerful
expression of his face.

Chapter 217 : —The fort and the store of medicinal herbs ete.

The value of fortress as an organ of State can be realized from the

fuct that a single urcher standing on & rem can fight against a hund-
red and a hmf&ud can flight ageinst ten mnnm.ﬁfnd so on. A forti-

fied post is, therefore, a valvable factor in the successful waging of warfare.
Six warieties of fortress are mentioned in the Malsyspurana. They

are a fort (1) surrounded by desert (=gegel) (2) water (=w@izm) (9) earth
(=) (#) trees which make it impasssble (=gegt) (5) hill (=firfgr)
or (@) formed by placing the army in a particular position [:snﬁ)* of
the forts that which is surrounded by the hills is the safest.

The Matsyapurana has enjoined that the king's palace and the court are
to be fortified. Of the various kinds of paluces,—oblong, square, circular,
triangular, drum-shaped ecle.. the ecrescent-shaped hos been regarded as
the best. o

In reistion to the king's palace, the Motsgapurane has laid  down
the respective position of the residential quarters of ministers, judicinl and
military officers ; Vedic professors, students, physicions, veterinary doctors,
. elephant drivers, ete. Directions for elephant-yards, cow-sheds, stare-
etc., are alio mentioned.

Among the stores the Matryapurana has enjoined all kinds of grai
clotives, medicinal plants, froits, salts, pungent things such as lmrns“l.'ll:::
pippali-mula, poisons of snake ete.

Chapter 218 :—The paraphernalia as & ward sgainst demous,poison
cic. .

It is evident [rom the Matsyopurana that the monarch lived in an
atmoshere of perpetual icion and superstition, being afrnid of poisons
und demons day in and day ount. The object of accumulating stores of
medicines of ali sorts in forts wus to get rid of the demond as well as to
despel the effect of paisons. It Is equally interesting to note here that
the office of the sovereign, bring rendered & target of all sorts of criminal
conapiiracies on the part of jeatous feudatories, was not a bed of roses.

The lengthy enumeration, in chapters 21719, of decoctions made of rare
herbs and roots iy an immense cantribution to the science of Aywrreda.

}, The mﬂﬁq"q@m Ia the pablished 1ex1 of the purana is incorrect.
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Chapter 219 :—The protection of the king.

In the state of emergency when the fortress is besieged, supply nnd
outside communications are cut off by the enemy’s strong forces, it is natural
that the provisions of the fortress shall yun short. In the circumstances
the stateman of the Matsyapurana has discovered a number of devices for
keeping hu satisfied. The device is enlled ksudyoga, The fruits of Sarisa
figs, sami vijapurs should be prepared in elarified butter and taken at
the interval of fifteen days. Kaseru, its fruits and roots, Iksumuls, Bisa,
Durva, should be cooked in milk or clarified butter, made into a ball and
eaten at an interval of » month.

The king should protect his own person besides the protection of his
subjects. A monarch's safety always lies in_peril. The danger of poisoning
confronts him at every step. As against this mepace, the Maslyapurana has
recommended st length precautionary measures. The satesman of the
Matsyapurana realizes the supreme importance of the safety of the king, the
prominent organ of the Slate,

The main dresd to the king’s personal safety originates from poisoning
sgainst which the king should well guard himsell. The means of Frr-.
tection from poisoning are described [n almost all books on polity.
Poison is often administered through food. The Matsyapurling lays down some
rules for examining such food mixed with poison. It is said that the food
rixed with will exhibit rainbow colour, look rough with bubbles, give
out bad smell, make an explosive noise and beadache to 8 person by its fume
when put into the fire. A flv will not sit and if it does, it will instantly die.
The paisoned stufl in & somewhat long time becomes rancid like anything kept
for a fortnight. It begins to stink and ooze. Then it becomes juiceless and
scentless.

Poison changes the colour of the object into which it is mixed ; for
instanee, poisoned grain becomes copper-coloured, milk turns blue, wine and
waterb ecome of the colour of euckoo, rice becomes blackish, bluish or yellow-
ish, clarified butter becomes watery and poisoned matter becomes of thecolour
of & pigeon, fly turns green, oil gets red and raw [ruits by coming in contact
with poison becomie untimely ripe, riﬁ ones go stale, garlands get fuded, bard
fruits become soft and soft ones turn hard and small fruits become disfigured.

Poisoned clothes lose their flush and become covered with black circular
spots and iron and gems turn pale.

Poisoned flowers and sandal give most disagreeable smell amd the bark of
the tooth-stick becomes black and gets thin. '

saka wher Eis-mcr] dries up and waterly dishes begin to bubble and the
stufl prepared with saindhava salt begins to froth.

In the discavery of the fact whether a particuler substance of food is mix-
ed with paison or not, the birds and beasts are the best helpers. Differen
birds form up different attitudes st the sight of poisoned substance ; for
example the sight of cakora becomes fixed and cuckoo loses its melody, the
crane moves . black bees begin to buzx, kraunca becomes stupefied,
cocks begin to cry, parrots shrill, the female parrols begin to vomit, camikara
goes to another place, karandava instantly dies, monkey begin to make water,
jivajivaka becomes morose, mongoose shoots up its hair, prsals deer begins to
ery and pescocks become pleased,

The Purenes have laid down some ways of jud the of
E-luamna According to the Matsyapurana, &cpuﬁihnm%
the king's food cte. turns pale and very much confused, and uneasy when
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examination is being made.

Bis sight becomes restiess; he becomes absent-minded ; he will drop bis
upﬁer loth in confusion, will turn speechless like 8 wall, agitated, nervous and
will try to corceal bis pessan, scratch the floar, shake his head, rub his mouth
and serateh his forehead and will be basty in everything where haste ought
not to be dore, The king should find out by these sights the men who
administer poisun. -

Chapter 220 :—The duties of a consecrated monareh..
The importance of the prince to the reigning monarch can no fonger be

minimised. An cducated prince can ensily subdue against the king a revolt
engendered either by his enemies or his dependents. The protection of the
prince by various means either through ministers o spies is imperative
therefore. .

The prince should be thoroughly {rained in various branches of learning
as the Matsyopurana says. He should be grounded in Dharma, Kama, Artha,
archery, the use of chariot, clephants acd borses, gnd mechanical arts and the
various other physieal exercises.

The prince should specinlize in politics. He should walch the necessity.
He need not be rigorously true, but should indulge even in falsehood if the
need arises.  Men should be ¢mployed to guard him under the pretext of
guarding his mﬂ He should not be allowed to mix with undesiralie
E-;om, He be taught lessons on gentility, bumility snd virtue. If

is found inamenable to good qualities he should be well guarded in a seeret
place where he should have all his comforts.

The duties of a conseerated monarch are deseribed in chapter 215 as well
as here. It is better to point oul some of the chicf duties bere simultaneously.

Royel duties are divided into two sorts : (1) Negative and (2) Positive.
The king is enj to give up hunting, dice, sleeping during the day, mmu;

ousness, indulgence in sexual plessures, intoxication, musical
listless wandering. Likewise be is forbidden to indulge in tale-be -

treachery, :u:g. slandering, misappropriation of property, cruelty of speec

Gmedimn_ltud:ltthebummulaﬂthnevim and is therefore the
one which the king should gusrd himself against.

A sovereign should shun the two evils attendant on wealth—the evils
arising out of jis not bdﬂ;mcdpmpeﬁjmddihhdngmdlm ;
For instance, not to guard well the enclosure walls, not to repair the forts, not
to collect wealth from various places, to give out wealth to unfit countries and

to unfit in hprnpflimmahnunmd as not using wealth pro-
perly w to use wealth in viclous and bad works is regurded as using
wealth improperly.

A sovercign should aot be mild and simple-hearted ; mor should he be
hard and grim that h::mn;imﬂllthrillul'drudinhhpmplt, He shou!d

never joke with his retainers, for the latter begin then to despise him.
Huhouldnulgiummhsimrwﬂthewwhd » procrastinating

king suffer.

He should not shrink {rom battle.

He is strictly lorbidden to use his autocratic powers, [f he ever uses
them his fall is sure.

He should have his force always operative and his manliness always
.]j,phycd. He should guard his onmkpuinuhtmthawmm
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points of the enemy. He should hide the departments of Government as the
tortoise does its limbs.

He shall ponder over his plans like the Leron and like the lion he shall
exert his power ; he shall snuteh like the wall and like the hare he shall double
in retreat.

The protection of subjects is the chiel [unction aussigned to a monarch
by the statesman ol the Matsyapurena,

I this chapter the Matryapurana enumerates seven elemnents which go
to make up the State viz :—(1) the king, (2) the ministers, (8) the territory
(4) fort, (5) treasury, (0) urmy and (7) slly. Modern theorists do not recognize
the ally as a constituent element of the State. But the ancient Hindu
E:Iitir_l-nt believed more in practical than'in theoratical concepts. They took

to consideration all the elements which contributed to the moral and political
existenee of a commumity. The allinnces with other States determined th posi
tion of & community in the political world. Even to.day, when the i
of ally ns an organ of Stute is objected Lo, no State can do without an ally.

According to the Malsyapurana the fricnds are of three kinds; (1) the
friends of the father and the grandfuther, (2] the enemy’s enemy; and (8) an
acruired friend arising out of necessity, The Maolsyapurana regards the
two previous kinds of friends as superior,

Chapter 221 :—Fate, perseverance and time,

The statesmun of the Mairpapurana is not an extemist, According to
him suceess or failure is as much the fruit of human exertion as of desuny.
All the undertaking, therefore, ia d dent upon the orde of Destiny and
of human exertion. Of these two, Destiny is incomprehensible and action is
possible only in regard to human exertion,

It is evident Trem the Metsyopurana Lhat fate, peorséverance and time—
all three conjointly bear fruit to & man, just a5 agricuftural  products d
as much on liuman endesvour and (telling of the soil ¢te.) as on rain (& «

. But the two, homan endegyour and rain must sgain depend on time.
An untimely tillage or rainfall wouald not bear the desired fruil.

Chapter 222 :—The policy of conciliation. i

The works on polity have recommended four expedients of over
an enemy. They are sama (concilintion), duna (gift), bheda (divide rule),
and dands (Chastisement) The Matsyapurana hes ndded three more, vis.
Up: ksa (overlooking and endurance), Maya (diplomacy) und Indrajula (some
stratagem in war). ) )

The Matsygpurana divides sama into two kinds :—satys and asatys i e,
a policy of genuine and a perfidious conciliation, The rightcous and the

ts mre won over by genuine conellistion which can be applied by the
narration of their high pedigree, the description of the deeds dome for their
benefits, Lhe acknowledgment of their grutitude ete.  The policy of perfidious
concilintion should be appiied only in the cuse of the wicked.

Chapter 223:—The policy of divide and rule..

Aceording 1o the Matsyapurana, an empire is liable to two chief sources
of dunger—internal and external*  As the Sandhi (the state-policy of peace)
is related to the expedient of sama (conciliation), the Bheds (the ient
of division) is linked with Dvaidhibhava, the state-policy of divide and rule.
The external Bheda is employed to create a division amongst the ranks of

}. Gt Santiparva Adbysya Bl, ‘WGl fEfe ww  amnarow ¢ |

-
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the encmy and to attack him wheno he is disunited. [t is equally incumbent
upon him to engender seeds of disruption and disseation suiongst his nobles,
feudatories and the like to avoid their jealous and malicious intentions
against his own person. According to this statesman, the internal danger 1o
_the monarch is more dangerous than the external danger.

.Chapter 224 : The policy of giit.

All the expedients, concillation and the like are dependent upon the
policy of gift. It is liere said that even the gods are brought round through
ﬂmﬂl the seven rxpedicnts of winning over another, the Maleyapurans
the expedient of gifts (duna) as the best one.

Chapter 225: I'he policy of chustisement.

The policy of chastisemenl is employed by the monarch o punish the
evil-doezs, The ch:yapwm insists that the spplication of this policy must
be wise and just, For its just distelbution the king has to consult his
counsellors and act nccording to the law and customs of the State. The term
is wsed in forcign polities. When the coemy is not conquerable by other
diplomatic means the policy of war 1., dands i3 recommended,

The use of danda as a ward against the state of disintegration in society
is- vigorously enjoined by the Matsyapurana, This state of disintegration or
anarchy is termed as Matsyanvaya (Mp. 225.430; P.80) & e. the principle
of might is right. The power of ceercion is of necessity conferred upon the
crown by the enlurcement of which society is mved {rom disinlegration.

The Matsyapurana meotions three more expedients—Upekss, Maya snd
Jndrajals. Upecksa means neutrality er indilference on the part of ¢ weak
monarch. Maya snd Indrajuls are the two baser kinds of diplomacy, cunning
and intriguing methods and strategems in war. The statesman of the
Vimudhbarmetiara means the same as Maya by the term ' Upadhi' A fall
discussion of the terms Upeksa, Mays (=Upadhi) and [ndrajals is found in
the secord part of the Visnudharmottara, (Chapler 147 —i9). ' ;

Chapter 226 :—The king sud his divinity.

The statesman of the Matzyapurana misss the dignity of the monarch
by the analogy of divinity. But he only compares, never Identifies, the
monarch with the host ol divine dignituries he enumerates. He nowhere
ascribes kingship to divine origin or bases the king's authority upon his
divinity.! According to him kingship as & rule is buman and secular.
Divinity is due to kingship and not kingship is due to divinity?

1. Agalnst this, the theory of the king's rulas by virtus ¢l his divine nature
has besh accepted and propounded by Dr. Ghoshial, in his History of Hindu
Political Theories, 1823, Ch. 1 ; For the maditional view compara B. Prasad.
Tha theory ol Government. 1817,

2. 3. Sarksr, Intro, 1o Hindu Positiviam, 1937. P, 121 et zeq. "A person
becom=s divins, says be through certsin actions ceremonial or otharwise.
Divigity ls but 8 consequancs and not the antecsdent. Wearse 1o understand
thal Trasadasyu or for that malier any body becomes & Vardna of aa Indrs
a3 sool ms b9 bacomes & king, or ssitist i consecialed. Bul wa are nol told -
that someboiy becomes & king, becasuse be ls divine, Dod-lika, dessceaded

freen the Goda or g0 forth.'"
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Chapter 240 : Expedition.
ition is one of the six! expedients of policy. OF all the six, thé
statesman of the Malsy has treated the topic of expedition alone. He
is fully aware of the six kinds of expedients (Mp. 220, 320, P.26), but he
izes the essence only of the expedient of expedition. The comparative
importance of expedition over other expedients, aceording to this statesman,
is obvious therefore,

The months of Margasirsa, Phalguns and Caitra are suspicious for

ition. A king should march forward at other times also, according to

the condition of his forces or when some trouble has arisen for the enemy.
Due consideration is to be given to portents, omens, dreams ete.
_ A particular division is suited for a pasticular period of war. The
king is advised to march with & good force of mfantry and elephants during
the rainy season ; of cavalry and chariots during the dewy and cold season ;
hﬁnhoul,limmh with camels and mules during the hot weather and with
fourfold forces during the vernal season, Moreover a particular division is
suited for a particulsr country : an elephant corps can win a foe sitvated in
s muddy surrounding or in & woody country; and a cavalry and chariots
ean vanquish a foe on even land.

The Matsyapurana employs, in this chapter on expedition, two
technical terms of itical science—Akrands and Parsmigraha. The terms
denote a sort of tionship of one State with another. It would be
in snd useful to furnish here a brief skeleh of mutual State-rela.
tionship.

In ancient Hindu Polity & State stood in all sorts of relationships with
others from neutrality to hostility or alliance. A single group of alliances,
enmities and neutralities thus consisted of twelve kings : :

1. The vijigisu or would-be-conqueror in the eentre,
Five kings in front of the vijigisu are :—

2, Ar], the enemy.
8. Mitrapeaketi, the friend of the Vijigisu,
4. Arimitra, enemy’s friend, f ¢, the [riend of the enemy of
Vijigisu.
5. Mitramitra. friend of the friend of Vijigisu.
8. Arimitramitra, friend of the enemy’s Triend.
Five kings behind the Vijigisu are ;:—
7. Parsnigrahs, & rearward encmy.
8. Akmands a rearward [riend.
g, Parsnigrahasara, a friend of rearward enemy.
10. Akrandasara, a friend of the rearward friend.
11. Madhyams, so intermediary. ]
12. Udassina, neutral.
The terms Madbyama (=latermediary) and Udasina (=neutral) may be
- distinguished s follows :—Madhyama (= inlcrmedhryg is the one who

1. The six forms of State-policy are (1) peace (Sendhi), (2) War (vigraba)
{3) marching (Yana), (4) halting (Asama), (5) bifuroation (dvaiduibbava),
and (8) sesaking shaltsr (Samsraya).
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can overcome the nmbitions monarch (i e Vijigis) and his mw when
they are in opzx hostilities with eagn other ; Udasina (=neutral) is the
one who can dofeat the maibilious monarch (i, e, Vijigisu), his encmy
and his intermediary (Madhysma, defined sbuve] when the three are not

belligerants.

Each of the twelve States has five inner constiluenis, viz, ministors,
territory, fort, treasure and army.  The twelve States are called the sovereign
clements [Rajaprakriti) nnd their sixty constituents are ealled the resource
elements (dravyaprakriti). The total number of the two kinds of elements
is thus seventy-two,

That Lhe statesman of the Motnapurana is cognizant of the existence
of the Statal circle is obvious from the employment of terms Akranda and

Parsnigraha.
POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE AGNIFURANA

The subject matter of political thought in the Agnipurana runs as

follows : —

Chapter 218 : Coronation-ceremony.
King's assistants,
King's dependents.

Forts and some n.isccllancous dulies of & consecraled
maonarch. :

: The duties of & consecrnted monarch.

‘I he protection of the crown-prinee and the duties of a
crowned king contintied,

Expedicnts.
Expedition.
The Statal circle.
The sixfold policy,
King's daily time-table.
- The method of was fare,

Chapters 237.241 :—Politieal thought ss discicsed by Rama 10
Laksmana

Chapter 237 :  Rules of conduel,
238 : The king's nssistants and dependents.
239 : The sixfold poliry.
240
241

"

L ]

]

an

BEERGE pf BES

Lil
L]
Expedients.

The mritod of warfare, the array of ariny ete.

L ]
"

From the comparison of the contents of the Matsyaperoma and the
rena it seems clear that the latter is a latrr advancement upbn the

former.
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Chapter 218 :—(oronation ceremony.

The origin of consecration-ceremony can be traced as far back s the
eda (X.173). A detailed description of this ceremony is given in the
Aitareys Brahmana (VIIL 4. 13) and the Vissudhurmottars (2. 21). The
statesman of the Agnipurana seems to be a cluse follower of the school
g the Aitareya but he has wittingg l;mit&:d :ih:- coronation-asth. In
] subsequent to the period e HRgveda, the Aitareya! and the
Hﬁ?m’ the sense of r:ntrnci‘ and its expressive oath? remained
understood.

The representatives of four classei—Brahmana, Ksatriva, Vaisya and
Sudra—are enjoined by the Agnipurana to share actively in the consecration-
ceremony of the moonarch. It appears certain, therefore, that the king was
as much responsible to a Brahmana as he was to a Sudra,

It is interesting to note that an exhaustive list of all the pnrni:htrmﬁn
required for consecration-ceremony can be sefely drawn from this chapter of

the Agnipurana.

L. ‘a7 cozaRagfra—t o RS spi samieiem, o wdul oat
#RHTaET AT TS ARG A EReT T et Ty AR,
s qRAvATd M, WA, ST snuRakaied aREvieEn TRy~
aﬁiﬁﬁww&ﬁhﬂﬁmmﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬁ[,wamﬁnﬁamﬁ?ﬂ.

FiCIeys ¥ 96 gEaAT wA gslial afy § i o |

“a g wafm giEg—ig ani: BEdeaw, at enidem Remm, s e
ayanfiE ToE T=EE SO Yo WO N SIORmInGe, S8 SR
€T, WA ST ATl SRR veofi-a 5 AR, §
mm‘ﬂiﬂuﬂnﬁﬁmaﬁm&mmﬁmﬁi&imm
gsofar Tt & g o AB.8 41

2. st ifiesy a7 s fro | aetEnay W aw g e o
FIS HAl AEIE e | aae: SR See 5 seT )

MB, SP. 34, 106.7
rﬂwﬂmhmlmmiﬁwrﬂrmwhml

MB. 8P. 49, 100
* K. Arthasastra L 4.

8. [In some of the later works on Hindu polity too, the oath is refer-
red to. Cp. R, Ratnakara. P. 88,
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The rites of coronation are elaborate, Notwithstanding the importsaoce
sttached to the ordens in common, the emphasis put on the significant and
indispensable presence of the Brahmana order is prominent. For the cere-
money involves the immediate election of the royal priest and ministers,
The Agnipurana meiely mentions the clection of the royal priest. It does
not indicate the procedure and the authority of this . With the
coronation, the election of the royal era (i, e, the samvatsara), the royal
priest, the queen and the ministers was s huge task and it would have
been better for the statesman of this purana to throw a torch of light
upon these vexed problems. Nor it is revealed whether the election of the
chief queen was decided by seniority in age, [rom the marriage-date or
generally or by ber parentallincage. There is absolutely no bhint to guess
whether the offict of the roynl priest was hereditary-cum-elective or purely

elective,

The Agnipurana vividly describes the procedure adopted in the coronn-
tion rite of the monarch, It may be briefly stated here.

Prior to the rite of inaugeration proper, the king should perform
Indrasanti., This is perhaps ko ward off evils falling in the interval af the
ceremony. Then on the day of coronation, the royal priest shall put the
secds of sessamum orientale and sundried rice on the head of the king and
then pour water on his head and cry to his victory. The king shall then

declare pru&cbnn to all.

Themmthnuummrhsambulufnﬁq's personal act of
endurance, s is revealed from the yarious operations he has to undergo.
For instanee, the head of the king is rubbed with earth obtained from the
surmmits of mountain, the ears with that brought from the top of an ant-
hill, the face with that obtained from n temple of the god Kesava, the
neck with that from s temple of Indra, the face with the earth from
the courtyard of a royal palace, the right hand with the earth found stuck
to the ends of an clephant’s tusks, the left hund with that found adhered
to the horns of a bull, the hack with the clay from  the bank of s pond, the
ahdomen with that from the bed of a confluence of rivers, the sides with
that from the banks of a pool, the waist with that dug out from below the
threshold of a eourtsean's house, the thighs with thsl from a macrificial shed,

the knee-joints with that from the floor of a cow-shed, the groins with
had stuck to the wheel of a

that from a stable, the legs with that which
carriage. His head should be washed with the composite known as the
Pancagavys.

The Agnipurana enjoins that the four ministers elected by the king
shall pour water on his head out of four pitchers. It is curious to note
here that the ministers clected are said to belong to different four varnas
— Brahmana, Ksatriya, Vaisya and Sudra, (amatyanam catusta am). The
Brahminy minister shall pour olarified butter out of a golden puc{.u- on the
head of th king from the east. The Kuatriya minister, shall pour thickensd
railk ot of o pitzher of silver from the south. The Vaisya minister shall pour
gurd out of a co piteher from the west.  [he Sudra minister shall pour
out thi cotents of an eartheti pitcher on the head of the sovereign from the

porth.
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The elevation of the Vaisya and Sudra classes to the ministerial office
and the dignity sttached thereto, their joint participation in the coronation
as in other mvnflﬂlin must be an eye-opener to the later-day orthodox
propagators of inferiority and superiority distinctions in caste,

Chapter 219 :—The king's assistants,

A king needs a retinue of assistants to carry on the work of administration.
Like the statesman of the Matsyapurana, the siatesman of the Agmipurana
too gives a list of officers responsible for the affairs of the government. It is
to be noted here that the functionaries such as the king's betel-bearer or Lis
gate-keeper are mentimed as not heing in the lenst lesser in importance than
the ministers or the commander-in-chief. The varianee of portfolio does not
differ in the degree of its essence to the needs of ndministration.

The king should appoint & msm to an office to which he is best fitted
by his nature and ncquirements.  Men of stirling, mediocre or inferior talents
ani virtues should be respectively employed to carry out works requiring
such talents or virtues.

Of the nssistants, the Agmipurana mentions the following :—a com-
mander-in-chiel who should be either a Bralimana or a Ksatriya, ters ot
the doors of the roval chambers who should be men of noble descent
and well uninted with the precepts of morals, ambassadors at foreign
courts who should be men of very sharp intellect, sweet-tongued, possessi
elofquence of speech and well-versed in the arts of diplomacy, a be
bearer either a man or woman fondly atisched to the king, sweet-mouthed
and enpable of enduriog fatigue, a foreign minister (i e, the minister of
peace and war] who shculd understand all the expedients in fureign
politics, personnl sttendants who should be armed with swords, a 1oval
« hiarioteer capable of detecting the weak points of the enemy aml estimating
fis strer gih, 0 master of the roynl kitchen who shonld live in the house wlere
the roval food i< prepared and who should be fondly attached to the king,
&l conscirntious courticrs and & royal writer thoroughly versed in the sciences
of Drthography. .

Besides, the king should have a royal treasurer capable of telling at a
sight 'the prices of gems and precious stones, s m}rllj_hridm thoroughly
versed in the science of medicine, a keeper of the royal elephants capable of
détecting the points of exeellenee in those animals as well as the symptoms of
their maladies. & keeper of the king’s stable who knows all about the horses,
» master of castles and fortresses attached to the king, architects proficient in
their art to look after the royal palaces, teachers for imparting instructions in
the art of handling snd using arms and munitions of wer who should be de-
voted to the king and be experts in usiog all sorts of weapons whether pro.
jected by machines, hurled or thrust with the hands or are not entirely let off
at the time of their discharge, or are taken hold of again after the throw.

1. The sxpadiants in forslgn politics zry six © Sandbl (a)'lance), vigriha
{war), yana (expediiion), Asana (Hali), Ssmsrays (seeking shslier) and
dvaldhibhava (duplicity).
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The king shiuuld appoint usherers male or female in [emale apartmoants
of thedsnhﬂe. If male they should be above seventy, if wom: n at least fifty
?“hr:: old. He shauld appoint & sleepless warder in the arsenal and eunuchs
in harem,

Virtuous men shauld be nnpointed in works requiring high moral culture,
mien of valour in the army, intelligent people In business concerns, honest men
in works of State revenue and common weal.

In acts of violence ruffians should be employed. Evil-doers should be
detected through men belonging to their gangs.

The foreigners should be hospitably received without sny regard to their
honesty or wickedness, But the king should not trust them in his secrets
Their charneters shonlil be uscertained through expert spies.

) The statesman of the Agnipurasa luys stress ‘on the importance of the
spies, They should be employed in espionage and secrer serviee without
letting the public know that they had been 30 employed, They should move
as physicians, astrolngers, religioas mendicants.  Care should be tiken to pre-
vent their mutoal recognizance.  The King should never trust the statement of
w single kpy unless it is corroborated by information received on the subject

from different sources.

The Agnipuranag states n general rule in the selection of assistants to the
king : all the olfioe< of government are 0 be filled with men who are londly
attached and have s vorn allegiance to the kiog.

Qulnries of the State-officers should be determined secording to the
nature and importance of the officers they are appointed to hold.

The Agnipurana holds no briel for an avistant who is inelfeient. A
lind sesvant of the State, it suys, should be deemedd us un enemy or lire, poison,
a serpent and & drawn dagger wll vombined.

The Agnipurana derives the word Rajan from ‘ranja’ to please, to delight.
The strength of the king, it says, is the love of his subjeets. This is in
accordance with the derivation found in the Santiparva of the Mahabharata.
The king should do such acls only as would attract the hearts of his subj
and refrain from Joing that which would create hardships or displeasures.
as elsewhere the statesman of the Agwipurana closely walks on the heels of the
statesman of the Matsgapurana (MP. 215, 104- 108, P. 8},

Chapter 220. The king's dependents.

The Agnipurana lays down the following rules of conduct for the king's
servants :

A servant should obey the king as # disciple does his ptore:. He
should never di-obey his orders, nor utter anything m:tﬂhlﬁ or
unfavourable to his interests,  If he has to speak anything unpleasant to the
king in the latter's interest, he should do so in & private conflerence. He should
not steal the king's money, nor do anvthing to pimpugnate the _:Iig-nity of his
master. He should never imitate him sither in dress or in voice. A warder

G2 Ll mﬁﬂui& s=nd Sant LIX. 125
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of the harem should not mix with Lhose dismissed or chastised by the king.
Nor should he let out his secrets.  Any act of ingenuity done by the servant
should not be boasted of in the roval presence, ruth rsuch an set should be
ascribed to the kindness of the king. If he knows anv seeret of the king he
should not divulge it although hard pressed by a superior officer of the Stale.
Hr should un the ornaments snd decoraticns received from the king as
marks of Lis highest regard. He should not enter the royal chamber without
his permission nor visit him in an improper place.

A servant shou'd not yawn, spit, cough, frown, emit flatus or assume
un angry look, for such ncts savour of his lvw breding and are likely to lower
him in the estimate of the king. He shoulil not recommend his own case
himself to the king but should employ other men to da so. He should stand
above dishonesty, nvarice, pirsimonicusness atheism, meanness, lightliearted-
ness,  He should bow down to the king, the prince, the ministers and the
king's favourites. He should not believe in the smiles of his ministers but he
should always try to please his sovereign.

. If a servant has incurred the displeasure of & king he should immediately
give up his serviee and seek employment under another sovereign. He should
not speak until spoken Lo by the king. Even in perils he should jook after
the interest of the king. In the presence of the he should stand modest
and submissive, He should aveid all attempts at culting jukes with him.
He should enquire about the health of his sovereign, should be attentive o
his words, rejoice even at a reprimand and feel satisfied even with a small
remuneration and be grateful therefore in season and out of season,

Chapter 221 :—Forts and the duties of a consecrated monarch.

The statesmpn of the Agnipurana believes in six kinds of the sites and
constructions of fgrts such as dhanva, mahi, narn, vrkss, ambu and giri, ie.
a eastle surronnded by desert, an earth (or underground) fort, n palace of
salety furmed by placing th army in a particulsr position, & place densely
surrounded by trees which moke it impassable, a fort surrounded by water,
and a hill fortress.

Of the six Linds of forts the hill f 1t is considered to be the best, as it i
invineible and sffords the bast means o: bearing off an enemy.

Arcording to the Agmipurana forts should he peopled with the
members of the commercial and servile casts, guilds of artisans and some
Brahmana population. Temples, shops, palaces and barracks should be built
within the ramparts of a fortress. Ttshould eontain arms, mEon;, battering
machines and similar contingents. It should be s rrounded by a moat of

frep water.

The Agnipurana gives a list of cortuin plants o medicinal herbs which
must be kept in (he fort as the Lost means of healing the wounded body of
n king.

Some general duties of the king me stated in this chapter as follows :
A king should worship the god,, protect his subjects, conquer the wicked and
give presents to the Brahmanas. He should never dream of taking possession
ul‘gg:ndtu articles dedicated to the gods or be would be tormented in hell
for the period of a kalpa.
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The Agnipurans lays stress on the preservation of consecrated monu-
ments. The king should not only preserve the temples but cause them to be
made of elay, wood, bricks or stone, Even erecling & miniature temple be-
comes the instrument of salvation at the end of carllily eareer.

A particular emphasis is laid on the fact that a king should never de-
prive the B-uhmanas of uny thing they are possessed of, rather they should be
supplied with the necessaries of life.

The Agnipwana is pro-Brahmana in the respect that it pluces n
Brahmans even shove a god. It looks really strange in the modern days of
democracy to read from the dgnipurana that a Brahmana ¢an work miracle,
invest ordinary persons with the attributes of divinity and can reduce a god
to the level 0 an ordinary mortal. This awful statement is intended perhaps
to brow-beat the prowess of the mighty Ksatriya monarchs..

The mhbinmﬂmbmm of & particle of gold, of a cow, of a plot of
land even to the bresdth of a single finger is bound to deliver the torments
of hell till the doomsday. ]

It is curious 1o assign pmi:{ln to the Brahmanas as & class and make
departure from the preseriberd ¢ of conduct and law with reference to
them In the politieal field of the Puranas, the Brahmanns have always had
their previleges  The Agn/purana is a staunch advocate of these ileges.
According to it, a Brahmann, nllhnuﬂl feading the most wicked life an |
guilty of the most heinous crimes should not be hurt or killel The killing
of & Brahmana is said to be the deadliest of all sins.

Themruz dresd to the king and his subjests emuites dot so much from
an inimical foe as from a forlorn Brahmana's wife. When she weeps and
suffers she destroys the kingdom with all the subject people i

Chapter 222: The dutits of a conscersted monarch.

“The statesman of the dguipurana has slrewly treated the subject of the
king's as-istauts (Ch 219), Here hs givesa list of some other officers to be
ved in the adininistration of a unit of villages, cities and of a
ince. The head of a single grama is called gramadhipati, of ten gramas
duugr_:mtdiflplti. of & hundrad gramas satagramadhipati, of cities and
a province Visayesvars i, €. & governor.

The head of a village shall supsrvise and improve the life of the
under his control. I he is unable to cope with any irre_ularity or untoward
situation in the village he should report the sume to the head of tea vj
The head of ten villages, on recelving the intimation, shall consult with
his sub-ordinate officers and devise means and methods of remedying the
situation.

The salaries uf these officers should be in accordance with the import.
ance of their posts.

The Agnipurana enjoins the prescrvation of a full-stored treasure, for
without wealth, the realization of wished-for objects can never be had. Iy
subscribes to the maxim that poverty is a sin.

According 1o the Agnipurana the king wields no divine right. The
Agnipurans believes in the secular origin ufimhgnslﬁp. protection and tribute
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being the basis of sucial contract. The king receives o return for tection,
contributions from his people to support himsellf and his retinue. OF course,
the Agnipurans makes no direct reference to the theory of social contract but
a number of verses (107-109) allude to protcetion and taxation which both
employ that theory.

The kingly office, it is said, is impersonal 4. ¢, the lile of a king s meant
for the welfare of his people. A king is compared to & pregnant woman who
shall forego all pleasures of her own and only live for the well-being of her

. 3 The observation of austere pesances on reliviousr sacrifices are of
no avail to a king who negleets liis subjects.  The house of the king who is
conscions of the wellure of his people is the heaven ftseli. Hell exists in the
house of & monarch who neglects the good. The king takes as his own share
a sixth part ol the income of his subjects good or bad, in liea of his protection
against robbers and thieves.®

OF the revenue collected everyday, half shall be stored in the treasury;
the remaining hall shall be distributed to the Brahmanas, Here zgain 3:
puranas makes & departure from the established rule. Even if we take by
the word * dvija’ the portfolio of education, religious worship or the like,
the expenditure of haif the revenue on this single department would surely
mean the negleet of equally important others.  In his zeal for the mainten-
ance of extra rights for the Brahmana class the purana oversteps the limits of
Froptiety.

lere i« another glariug [nstance of differential treatment towards
dilTorent classes.  If a hi iden treasure is found out by & Brahmana it shall
rest with him in its eéntirety i e., the king will have no right over it, while if
it i+ fou o out by a kmtriya. a vaisys and u sudra they shall respectively
miske over Lo the king a sixteenth, au cighth and & quarier pact of it

Of the unclaimed property, it is said, the king shall keep it in his
custody for 4 period of three years. 1 a claim is made within this period
anid the elnim is supported and proved, it will be restored to the man  If,
however, no elaim is made, the property shall rest in  the monarch for good.
Th= awnership implics n elu'm. OF the lost article or property lying un-
::;im'd for n considerable time, the correct description is u prool of owner-

p-

The king shall protemt or manage the properties of an infant or a
minor, of & widow who is the mother of a minor and of a widow who has no
gusrilian or relation or those who are unable, out of ill heslth or some other
reason, to manage Lheir estates to their own benefit, Il any of their relutions
in“roaches upon n portion of their property he should be treated as u thief,
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An exemplary instance of the king's responsibility is furnished by the
fact that he should make good to the owner the price of an article stolen by a
thief. The amount paid should e deducted out of the salaries of the paolice
officers t—an exemplary punishment for the neglect of duties. A person
guilty of a false declarution of theft should be punished just like a thief and
banished. The king should not make good the price of the article stolen by the
member of ane’s own family.

The Agnipurana lays rules for the king for levying duties on the
imports and exports of goods, The king should levy a duty on exports equal
to a twenticth purt of tie grass price, The duty on imports from [oreign
countries should be determined nceording to the actual eost ol their manu-
facture, the damage they have undergone during the course of the transit and
the actusl profit derived by the merchant  The duty in this case shall not
exceed n twenticth part of the net profit made by the importer.

Wome and wandering mendicants should be exempted from freights
and tolls. If the secvantsof & merchant ship dealing in suka dhanya and
simi dhanya sttempt to defraud the king of his rightful duties and tolls payable
at ferries, the king should confiscate a sixth and an eighth part respectively
of the abave commoditics.  On things imported from the forest, the duties
should be levied with due regard to the place and the time of the import.
The duties on animals and gold shall be a {th and a sixth part respectively
of the original value. The sixth part of their value should be paid as the
duty on importing articles of perfumery, cerea's, flowers, roots, fruits, leaves,

wotherbs, hays, bamboos, hydes, wicker-works, earthen-pots, stone-vessels,
oney, meat and clarified butter.

The Hrahmana class Is exempt from the payment of any tax, Anyhow,
the king should'nl vays be conscious of the probable difficultics of the prieatly
olass mod remove those difficultics. Fa nine and pestilence awsit his
dominions, death stares in his flu‘:', thieves and robbers rule over the kingdom
{F s Brahmana well vened in the Vedas famishes for want of food. The king
should always dread the evil arisiag out of the negleet of & Brahmana's need.
He should, therefore, keep m strice vigil over the requirements of each
Brahmana residing io his territory and provide him with a descent annuity.
The merits of the pious deeds of the Beahmanas tend to profong the life of the
king aud to make the country prosperous.

The statesman of the dgnipuranais merciless towards the labour class
and to some extent to the nrlizans. The labourers shall work for the king
without any remunetation so long thev are fed by the king as if mere food was
their life's wim. In thiv they are no better than animals. But he is lem
rigorous towards artizans. [hey shall work for him, 8 month in esch yrar
free af charges.

Chapter 223 —The duties of a conscerated monarch.

Works on polily are generally devoted to the king's religious and
niaterial attainments. The Agipurana iv peculiar in its treatment of the
ways and means of the fulfilment of his third Varga viz. Kania ie., desire
or enjoyment, The discussion of this topic invulves the question of the king's
relation to his harem.

The king is advised by the statesoan of the Agnipwrana to prss his
Jeisure hours in the compasy of the lndies of his housebold.

T is enjoined to obserye rules ol conduct towards hi! ladies.
mgn::m is uﬂll in favour of excessive indulggm in sleep, caling and
sexual pleasurcs, By doing so & man falls a victim lo
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The king should make a right diserimination between a good or a bad
wife, The method of discernment js nfforded by the statesman of the
Agnipurana himself. A king should never visit o laily who does not return  his
love, does not make & proper answer, mixes with his enemies. and thus does
him injury, moves in pride and arrogance, does not look pleased on the receipt
of a present, sleeps before he sleeps and wakes after his waking etc. ete. He
is enjuined to visit the one who maokes an anawering love, is devoted to him
whaose heart leaps up o1 his sight, shows signs of satisfaction on receipts of
‘even small 1s, sleeps after be has fallen asleep and wakes before his
waking. Her dress is neat but not ecostly. A fady of such and other
excellent qualities of head, heart and body should always be weleome to
the monarch.

The fair sex is won with the gifts of ornaments, seents ete. The
Agnipurana is conspicuously fond of scents and perfumes. A student of
Political science will be amused to find that in the treatment of political
‘thought Indian statesmen had to grapple subjects which looked at =&
glance quite outside the pale of that science. These statesmen were aware
of the fact that the king's ladies had sometimes mueh to do with polities,
They were the real home fronts. Their superh satisfaction was the king's
main desire. Aoy thing (lat teaded to make them congenial to the environ-
ment of the palace was the foremost duty of the king to provide.

The Agmipurana describes at length the process of preparing scents and
perfumes. This part of the chapter abounds in th= names of drugs and subs.
tances such as camphor, suffron, maskete,. The aim is to make the atmos-
phere of the fernule sppartment of the king most agreecahle.

Notwithstanding his deep concern for the pleasyres of the ladies, the king
is advis:d never Lo trust them. His faith in them must be apparent and
lip-deep.

Chapter 224 : The duties of a consecrated monarch, v

~ The education of the royal princes on right lines is the chief concern
of the monarch, for the ill-direction, bad company, ete. are harmiul not only
to the prince himsell but also to the reigning monarch. The king should
therefore appoint guards who in the guiee of defendi - the persons of the
princes would watch their aots and movemenis They should not be permit-
ted to.mix in the company of the angry, greedy or degraded people. They
should beieduu:cd to be obedient and submissive. They should receive
training in the management of the State. They should be ited to
superintend the works of all the departments of the State. mepoa

The statesman of the Agnipurana is conscious of the harm rc-iruhi:ng from
the luxury of gambiing  He would not allow » monarch to slake away his
empire. Generally he discourages hunting, drinking and gambling,

Some general rules of conduct are lsid down for guidance. A king
shuuld neve }; ',“ttltim:. never sicep in ll:mI day or make much ado about

thing., H= should never use an abusive language towards an body. He
T;ould temper justice with mercy. He should never allow hisrinkmg_'. to
suffer. The Agnipurana specifically mentions what it regards to be the
interests of & king ; he should never recklessly exhaust the mines and mineral
resources of his country, he should aever neglect the praoper repairs of his forts
and strongholds ; h2 snoald nor make gifts of money to unworthy persons
and at improper time.

The Matsyapurana describes three kinds of friends (1) aneestral (2) the
enzmy of one’s enemy and (4) actifivial (ie, 8 friend through - self-interest),
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The Matsyapurans does not assign a technieal term to the second s s of
friends. It only analyses it. The Agnipwana on the other hand
calls it by the teem Samanta fe. raceal. It classifies also the king's enemies
on similar lines ; ancestral, raceal and artificial.

Like the aneient Hindu politicians, the statesman of the dgnipurana
holds that an empire "should consist of the seven factors, vis., kingship,
ministéry, territory, fortification, punishment treasury and allies. Of the
seven organs of the State, the first viz. kingship is the fountnin-head of all laws
and authorities. A rebel against any of the seven factors should immediately
be dis of mercilessly. The maintenance of royal dignity is a factor
essential to distinguish the king from the ordinary people. He should not
therefore out jokes with his sub-ordinates or enter into friendly conference
with his servants, .

~ Sinee the pleasure of the public is one of the criterions of n good
government, the king is advisel to rule neither with too much tightness nor
with too much clemeney, In public he is asked to speak with a gentle amile.
For the smusement of his subjects he should organise hunting parties and
drinking bouts. But he uhuu\l.d not be addicted to too much amusement and
recreation.
Procrastination is always dangerous in the case of everybody, the more
o in the case of a monarch, but it is not always dangerous. In certain
matters such as anger, boastfulness, vanity, quarrel and abuse, it is welcome
and commendable,

The Agnipurana insists that the secret plans of the monarch should
never get revealed.  On the measures of the State he should seeretly discourse
with his counseliers. He should comprehend the mind of his isters or
counsellars from their gestures, postures and the movements of their ecyes
nnd facial museles. He should not consult all his counsellers at a time on
the subject. He should hear their counsels separately and then follow the
decision of the one he thinks the best. He should see that non# of his
-;::Euellrr: diseloses his secrets till his plans are matured and begin to take

. :

Anecient writers on Iaw and polity have stressed the imperative need of
lenrning in & monarch. ['he statesman of the Agnipurana too follows their
suit. The king, he says, should lesrn, from the Brahmanas, the three seiences
of logie, punishment and cconomy and acquire a special knowledge of
COmImerce.

The presentation of gifts to the Brahmanas is one of the essentials of
Royalty, his other kindred duties being to fight till death his foes in_battle, to
proteet his subjects, to support the widows and the aged, the imbecile and
the helpless. The regulation and the maintenance of the different social order
of his realm should be the chief concern of the king.

A king should eause others to put fuith in him ; on the other hand, he
should never trust anybody except the Brahmanas who are busy in practisiog
penance, -

A monarch is asked to act the part of a heron,  lion, a wolf, & hare, &
boar, a peseock, a horse, a euckoo anl a crow. It is explained in the follow-
ing way : He should ponder over the means of his supplies like a heron, dis-
play his powers like a lion, pounce unon his encmizs with the lizhtness and
ferocity of a wolf, dart forth from his stroagholds with the swiltness of a
hare, and strikes hard lik= a boar, move aboat in pamp and splendour like &
peacock, be faithful as a horse, sw=et.volced like a euckoo and suspicious g
a crow while living under the ro.f of u stranger,
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Activity and exertion are the salient features of a king’s rule. One
should never trust too much to the favours of providence. Since monarchy
owrs its existence to subj=cts, much depends upon their sufferance and good
will.

Chapter 225 : —Seven expedients.

Politieal thinkers have always laid much stress upon the untiring
energy of a rising mooparch, Provideotial sets are but his good or bad d:ccﬁ
done in s previous existence. The statesman of Agnipurana agrees with that
of Maisyapurana that fate, exertion and time are the three factors that
crown all human undertskings with success. Just s agricultural products
depend ns much on human endeavour as 0n fain in Lime, 5o the exeriions of
a man yield fruit in a proper seawn being backed by providence. Mere
confidence in fate would lead & monarch nowhere

The mm_ﬂ the Ag“;mmu admits of sevenfold expedients: sama,
dana, bheda, , mayn, upeksa and indrajala. In this he in line
the statesman of the Matsyapurana. '

Sams admits of twofold division, (I} true and (2) untrue. True
concilintion can be contracted only with an enemy, of religious turn of miad,
who has scquired & ﬁl’m control over his senses. Immoral foes such as the
Raksasas are to be taken up with tricks of false coneilistion, by flattery etc.

The policy of dissension can be pursued between two rn.lulg monarchs
who are hslTﬂ?tn or are afraid of each other or when one of them feels
himself insulted by the other. A king should even compel them to fall out
by threat. Similarly a king should kiow the weak poines of other monarchs
and threaten them to strike through those weak points in ease they did not
desert the cause of his adversary. Of cou-s: 1 king must need ageits lo
ereate dissension aad such men fuce always the haesed of their lves. It
must be the paramount duty of the monsrch to protect sach people at all
hazards.

The poticy of division should be utilized among the sous and the
feudatory chiels of his foe, It is emsier to conquer the enemy when he is
disunited and also when his treasure is exhausted and the means of supplies
are cut off,

The third expedient is the payment of gift (danam). Ol all sorts of
expedients, it is the best. The gift of money secures bliss for the giverin
this life as well as the next. ;

When the three expedients enumerated above fail to create the desired
effect, the policy of repression ' danda* or punishment is recommended.
But this policy is to be followed w'th the utmost possible care. The monarch
would incur the grestest sin by awarding wrong punishment. Laws of

ion are the essential requisites of each and every State, in the absence
of which the gods, the demons, the serpents, the mosials, the Siddhas, the
ghasts and the birds would overst=p the propriety of action. The Agnipurens
gives the etymology of danda : it makes the people conform to the laws
of the State or makes the crooked straight.

A monarch in the Matsyapurana is eajoined to behave as Indra, sun-god,
vama, the god of water, th= moon, the fire-sgnd and the earth? The
~Agnipurana follows suit but it adds the god Hari, since like him the king should
protect his subjects with land and military foree.

CIENEY ATy ORE] gRAEy 4 |
wereqpe; ghsgrs Aam s n M. P, 226.
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It has already been stated (P.7) that kingship in Indian politieal
thought is secular and not divine. A}pemn. ugmn as he bcnI::ms a
monareh, assumes divine nature i. ¢, be is understood to act as the god of fire,
waler, ete, It must be repeated here that political thought in the puranas
nowhere subseribes to the view ° that somebody beecomes & king, because he
is divine, God-like, descended from the gods or 0 forth.

As in the Matsyapurana, here the king is likened to the sun-god for his
dazzling brilliance, to the moon for his pleasant sight, to the wind god Tor
roaming sll over the world in the person of his spies, to the god of death
for rewarding the virtuous and punishing the wicked, to the fire-god for
burning the criminals, to Kubera, the god of wealth for making gifts, to the
m"?fnlﬁ for showering wealth on the poor and the deserving, to earth lor

te forbearance and to god Hari for the protection of his subjects,

Chapter 227 : Expedition.

The statesman of the Hd:aupwm was content with the Surface-causes,
ete,, of expedition. The inward causcs, and motives of expedition are treated
vividly in the Agsipwrana. According to Puskara, the statesman of the
Asmipurana, a king should march out against his adversary, (1) when he would
feel that he had been suffering from an indigestion of power and that an out-
let was necessary to the surplus military energy sur ing and boiliug among
the ranks and files of his army, (2) or when he would that bis servants,
soldiers and generals were in the highest state of efficiency and be was able to
crush all eivic and  [nternecine feuds that might raise thelr ugly heads dusi
His absence from the country (8) or when he would find his encmy in peril,
cotntry visited with such calamities &S eml_nlufns, ete., his army dis-
contented, its spirit benumbed and its ardour chil

Portents omens and dreams have their due share in expedition. Due

consideratior is to be given predictions of future events. The spuniancous
throbbing of the muscles, ete.. of the right side of the male and the left side of

the female indicates good luck.

The Agnipurana docs not limit the period of expedition to particular
months, but it advises the king to employ & particular division for a periicy-
lar period of war. In the rainy season a king .Ihmllll employ elephants and
infantry divisions; in winter eavalry and chariots; in spring or autumn, all
the four divisions. Thedgmdnumlrpﬂ}t?fmehnt weather.
Camels snd mules to be employed in summer, as indicated in the Matsye-
purana, find no room here.

Chapter 232 : The Statal Circle.
: T forming enmitiss, neutralities and ulliances
A single cirele of twelve ﬂﬂ'mpm 240 of the Matsyapurana, This

has

division is o g;::nl The adjacent countries ure re ed an hostile, next

to the ile are considered as friendly (See P. ﬂhm l;tmi!lﬁi:;:;.h
i defined by the stateiman in W=

snd Udasina bave been ¥ vama king s of punisbing his

manner : —A madiyastha or o
lc';‘:mics and mwT:ding his allies; he ean overcome the ambitious monarch tu-

i oes. A sovereign who can overcoane he rising
mddﬂmuwﬂuthﬂnﬂhrm Is known

| kingdom comsists of seven factors such as,
e mthethﬂ:l':lm‘f:;{f' ;ﬂ l}nrt. the revenue the tlm‘ilm. tl!: uliy, nnd the
army. king is adviscd 1o cast AwaY scruples and without the least



2 POLITICAL THOUOHT IN THE PURANAS

compunction of the heart a rebel or miscreant any way interfering with the
harmonious working of these seven factors.

Besides the division of States into groups with reference to geographical
surroundings, there is another division of amity and diseord known as ances-
tral, personal and artificial, Really speaking, the statesman of the dgnipu-ana
recognizes no friends or foes without sufficient cause or interest. The terms
“ fricnd or foe " are neither geographical entities, not abstract codes of law.
They are relative terms. The purana is explicit on the point that no king
becomes a friend or foe without cmuse or without a due regard to his own
interests, only for the sake of amity or discord.

Chapter 233 :  The six-fold policy. :

The chapter beging with the mention of seven expedients—sama, dana,
bheda, danda, ksa, maya and indrajala  The first four are treated in ch.
225. The lust ‘t:;mthu four, véz, danda is taken up again in this chapter.  With
reference to the foreign country it admits of twolold divisions: the publie
as well as the privale. Puablic punishment consists in looting villages and
destroying the towns of an enemy’s country or in public exccution of foes
cither by fire or poison. Poisoning of wells in the enemy country also falls
under the eatagory of public punishment.

Of the seven expedients, the first four are to some eXtent described in the
Matsyapurana (Ch. 228). The last three, viz., upeksa, maya and indrajala
are only disposed of by a mere mention of their names. A full discussion of
tthll lﬂm;:t found In the second part of the Visnudharmottars {Chs, 147—49)
as as L

Uﬁhﬂ means neutrality or indifference on the part of 4 weak monarch.
When the poliey of conciliation, gilt, divide and rule and chastisement are of
no avail, i ¢, invite danger, a weak king should be indifferent to his enemy
and wait for & better opportunity so as to avoid unnecessary humiliation.

Mayn m:g.n illusion, It is to be resorted to by & king in frightening
away the heart of the enemy by convineing him that the god was on the side
of his csunrytien. The enemy is to be scared away by the display of bad
omens : lor instanee birds of strong snd extensive plumage should be reared
in the camp nnd let fly over the enemy line with lighted wicks attached to their
tails 50 that the soldiers of the encmy might take them for so many meteors
falling down from the skies. Moreover, the hermits and foretellers should be
paid to proclaim that his cause had been favoured with the blessing of the gods
whose wrath had fallen upon the head of the enemy. It should also be pro-
claimed thut he had been reinforeed by the arrival of fresh allies. Shouts
of vietory should be raised and it should be publicly announced that the enemy
had been beaten.

Indrajala means tricks of magic. A weak king should exhibit the four
essentinl ilivisloms of cawalry, chariots, infentiy and elephants as sent by
lord Indra ¢y his help. He should also shower drops of blood over the army of
the enemy.  He swould make a show of the heads of the dead of the enemy at
the Lerrace of the palace.  All this is enjoimed to overawe the forces of the

énemy and to encourage his own.

The dgnipurana is a champion of the Orthodox school in i
fleseribes, in the fashion of ancient politicians, six npedienﬁtium
Vigraha, Yana, Asana, Samsrays and Dvaidhibhava. Definitions of these ex-

dients are simpi= and direct.  Sandhi is the compact entered into by two
r;n-i;n kings regarding & point at jssue; vigrahn is the settlement of a
diff-rence at the point of the sword; yana is the marching of a king agninst
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his adversary ; asana is the halt of a king with his army fully mobilised in his
own territory; dvaidhibhava is the mobilisation of half an army ecorps in an
enemw’s territory ; an allinnce with a king of the Udasina or the Madhyama
class is X7 own a8 samsraya.

Ap sr¢ priate occasions or circumstanees for either of the six expedients
are also t1ly secforth here: a king should enter into a treaty oaly with his
equal or with his more powerful. A powerful king should e war with a
king inferior to him in strength. A king should mobilize only half of his
farces when he eould easily intercept the supplies and movements of his
cnemy, although threatened by a parsoigraha coemy in the rear, Secking the
protection of another king (Samsraya) is the worst of all expedients that a
king fighting with a stronger foe is compelled to resort to. The expedient
of expedition entails upon & king a disastrous expenditare and a loss of many
lives. And when the king finds himsell helpless and seeking the shelter of an
;llr is the only course left open, he should not hesitate to adopt the policy of

amsraya. '

Chapter 234 : The king's daily time-table.

Kingshi];h an office hard and exacting. A king is enjoined to leave his
bed about an hour before day-break, with the songs of bards He should sze
his spies, or confidential persons in private so that they should nnt be re-
cognised as the kingt's people.  Then he should duly listen to the report of his
daily income and expenditure and then having cased himsell should go to the
bath.-room. He should cleanse his teeth and then bathe. Afier bath he
should pray and worship the god Vasudeva. He should offer clarified bulter
with the blades of holy kusha grass to the sacrificial fire. He should pour
libations of water in the name of his departed manes. Then he should make

ifts of cows with pieces of gold to the Brahmanas and receive their  blessing
in retorn. He should besmear his body with the scented sandal-pastes
décorate himsalf with ornaments and see his face into the mirror as well ns
in a clarified butter put in a vessel of gold. He should then take some.
medicine prescribed by the physician. Dacorating himsell with valuabie
ornaments he should sce his preceptor and after receiving his blessings should
go to his councilchanmber where he should receive the Brahmanas, ‘the
ministers, the officers and the subjeots as announced by the usherer of the
court. He should then hear the daily report of works, determine the routiny
of business, scrutinise civil matters and discuss with his ministers the weighte
matters of the State. Here the utmoste scerecy of coansel is emphasised. He
should always follow the advice of his sstrologers, physicians and ministers.
He should then praetise gymmasties. He should then take bath again and
see that the god Visnu is du:iv worshipped, offerings are mnade to the.unﬁﬂu‘nl
fire and the Brahmanas are daly bonoured. He should decorate his person,
take his mesls which had been properly examined, chew the hetzl leaf, ' e on
his left side, read seri inspect the lines of warriors as well as the plsce

of ornam=nts. FHe shoald perform his eventide pravers, despateh .tim rpiu to
their respective duties, then enter his harem and there pass the night in music

and song, with guards standing on duty.

Chapter 235 : The method of warfare.

The chapter leging with orewar and pastwar propitistions of deities for
the suveessful waging and termination of warfare. The ecremonies recorded
are totally Indian and appeal only to those statesmen who believe in the
spiritual efizacy of the Vedic and allied formuias. A spirit of devotion was -

a sufficient means of sol e for laying down livss, lzading to s king's nltimate
victory. A dafeat was always aseribed to bad luck, {ll fat=stc.  For craating
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holy atmosphere which inculeated the sense of victory amongst the warriors
and maintained their moral, the worship of Brahmanas, disties and grahas s
enjoined throughout the period of warl.

1t is interesting to note heee that the method of warfare as described in
this chagter holds good for all ages and climes.

A monarch should have the [ront of his army as wide and extensive as
possible a5 ms ty avoid pitched battles with the cnemy drawn in a battle
array. Buit i the army b= small, he should draw it uwp in warious orders
known as the Sucimukha ete.  According to statesmen, the srrays of army
vary. The statesma of the Agaipur ina lays down ten kinds of army circles :
Garuds, Makara, Cakra, Syens, Ardhacandea, Vajra, Sakata, Mandsla,
Sarvatobhadra and Suci. Some of them are formed aflter the birds or beasts
mentioned ; others are after the objects or things named. An army drawn
up in each of the ten arrays should be divided into five parts, the two forming
its two principal winzss, the two, sides to guard the wing® and the one its
main body. OF the five divisions, for instances, only one or two should be
brought into action, the remaining three or four should sct as reserves. A king
should never put himself int> hazard, since his death inspite of the strength
of the army would mean defeat. He should themfore, remain, in the rear,
within at least two miles from the scene of action, so that a broken, detach-
ment should rally round his bann=r. In the array of the army, if its ceatre
or the main body Is broken, then alone the king should order retreat, As for
the positions, the fighters should b: drawn neither tvo closs nor too apart and
proper care should be take that they might freely exercise their arms without
clashing with those of théir adjacent warriors.

If an attempt is t> be made to break through line of the enemy, the
burden of attack should fall upoi s ion of line. Out of the many
divisions of the hstile army that division should be first attacked the fall of
which would lead to the fall of the rest.

The arrangement of the columns, according to the Agnipurana runs thus :
The swords-men, should be placed in front of the army, after them the bow-
men, after the bow-men the cavalry, after cavalry the car-warriors and  after
them the elephant men.

1t is stated that four soldiers should guard an elephant, four cavalry
soldiers a car-warrios, four swordsmen a cavalry soldier and four bow.-men a

Each of the groups is assigned its respeetive dulies: infantry soldiers
are to carry the dead and the woundel in the feld to a safety Zone. They
have also to carry water for the use of the army ; arms and weapons o the
fighting van. Swordsmen are to defend the army agaiost an attack made
by a compact body of the enemy soldiers. Bow-men are to engage the hostile
army from a distance. Car warriors are to earry thewoundel fron the distance
and alto to atiack the rear of the enemy. Elsphant men are to break through
the line of the hostile host, or to break the lofmation of the army, or to
demolish any wall or battlement or to clear the way by breaking down trees
root and branch,

The importance of the columns varies with the nature of the soil; infantry
warks hevos on an uneven ground, car-warriors on the even, the elophantmen
on marshy grounds,

As=corling to the statesman of the dgalpurant vilirom persans placed
in the front should encourage the timid snd the weak. A hero, as defined,

l. For the detalled dascription of war-ceremonies, the readar |z referred
to 1he original text of the Agal Pursns, Chapler 235.
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htham'bnhhﬂinlm.hnanmquﬂlnﬂnmr:h eyes, blended '
brows and is easily excitable and fond of quarrel. i s

The statesman of the Agnipuranz reads verses in praise of battle.
There is nothing to lose : Victory leads Lo the enjoymeat ol pleasures in this
world and death to  glorious heaven. Hundreds and thousands of allurements
andtemptations are held out to s warrior bere as well as berealter. This part
of the treatise on polity stems to have been written with some practical end in
view. The Agnipurana is at pains to stress the imperative duty of a soldier
to fight till death.

The battle on moral and just lines is recommended. Manslaughter
should have o fair and righteous cause. Moreover on active service o, a
cavalier should fight with a eavalier, an clephantman with an elephantman,
a swordsman with s swordsman and so on. A wounded or o wesponless
soldier or the one flying away in terror of-life or asking quarter should not be
hurt or killed.

Shouts of viotory often help in discournging the foe although superior
in number. False proclamations that the eneray had been beaten with his
ministers, officers and allies and the commander of the enemy's forces had
been slain should be raised just to discourage the encary host and encourage
his own. It is therefore clear that the Agnipurana is not absolutely = mora-
list. It also advocates tricks of warfare termed as kuts. )

Alternatives for modern gas are found recommended in this chapter.
It is said that some sorts of incense-sticks should be bumt §o as to sty
the senses of the enemy’s forces, It is not, however, made clear as to how
incense.sticks that possessed the virues of stupefying people were prepared.

1t s interesting to read the post.war duties of the victorious monsreh.
All the wealth scquired in the war helongs to the king by right of conquest.
But he has no right over the wives of the defested monarch. He should treat
them as his own mothers. Prisoners of war should be treated ms the king’s
own He should make arrangements for the provision of the families of
of the killed in action according to their rank and mersits, The spoils
of war

although bebmgl.g to the monarch by right of conquest, should be
proportionately and fairly distributed among his servants.

The ngmu i also rich in Political thought as discloved by Rama to
Laksmana. subject matter of Rama Polity has already neen described

in the conteats of the dgnipurana (P. 9) but for the sake of convenicnee may
be repeated here.
Chagter 237 : Rules of Royal conduct.
- A38: King's assistants and dependents.
w 239: The Statal Circle and the Sixfold Policy.

" m! wu—
. The method of warfare, the arrsy of army ete.

From the study of the foregoing contents it is quite obvious that almaost
all the topics of Rama Polity are E!ru&r discussed by Puskara in the dgni-
purana, notwithstanding the methods of presentation sed armngement
differing. The repetition can, therefore, find excuse in selecting some t
character or personage of historical interest as the mouthplece of po
thought. Rama polity, it is said, (Cf. Ch, 241, 615, p 79 App.) was worked
mwwuﬂmﬂludhp‘ﬁuhrhhzm he slew Meghanada,
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The statesman of the dgnipuranc substantates the truth of his statements
with reference to Rama versus Havana and Laksmana versus Meghanada.

It may also be stated here that Political thought in the Agnipurana
(Chs. 218—225, 227, 982—35) is put in the mouth of Puskars who is deseribing
the same to Rama (Cf. Ch. 223, 136. P. 44 App.) and it is no wonder that Rama
bands down his traditional herituge of polity to his eloser brother Laksmsna
bent upon slaying the common foe.
Political thought in the Markandeyapurana

There is not much political thought in the Markandeyapurana. Ounly a
single chapter (27) tulh[:;lmu political topies. o i

The importance of the purana lies in the fact that here we meet perhaps
for the first tim= & lady well-versed in polity, reading to her child a lesson on
political thought,

Madalasa’s polity is a brief compendium on the subject. Its aspect is
traditional. It consists of both positive and negative duties, of all of which
the ave of control over the senses is regarded as the foremost.

A is advised to avoid too much addictioa to objects of senses, to
intoxicants, pride and pleasure, Madalasa quotes BOmME VErses

of iu?p of historical intercst who by fault of one sort or another the
instruments of their own rain. The names of mighty mon —Pandu,
Anuhrada, Aila, Veau, the son of Anayus and P ra—nre given who by

their passionate addiction to objects of senses, unger, geeed, intoxicants and
over-enjoyment respectively invited destruction upon their heads,

As in the Matsypurana and the Agnipurana, here as well, the king is
likened to the sun-god, the god of death, the moon-god and the kgm‘;g of
rain~Indra. It omits the fire-god and Kubera of the Matsys and 4gnipuranas
and god Hari of the Agnipurana,

Besides, the Markandeyapurana advises the ruling monarch to act
part of some birds such as a crow, a cuckoo, a bee, ete., and insects such
ants and trees as salmali. In other words he is to derive lessops
advantage from all quarters—beasts, birds, insects and plants, the least
speak of an outcaste woman.

It may also be remirked here that the kingship in the Markandeya
as in the other puranas is based on the theory of protection. The king i
enjoined to keep up the social balaace strictly in conformity with the rules of

logal treatises,
Political thought in the Garudapurana,
Political thought in the Garudspirana runs as follows :.—
Chapter 108 : Some general problems concerning conduct,

gaER

" 109 ; ¥ " i " L .
™ 110 : " " " " " .
w» Hl1: Characteristics of & consecrated monagch,
o 12: King's servanis.

s 113: Fate.

w 14: Advice for kings.

w 115: Some topics of general interest.
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Political thought in the Garudapurena is somewhat different from that
of the other ‘puranas. Ina way the portion entitled the Nitisara is a treatise
on general behaviour or moral conduet. In its scopeit is applicable both to
the ruler and the 51 led.

The wise instruclions of the Garudapurama were imparted, it is said,
(Gf: GP. 108. 10. P. 82 App.) by Brhaspati, the preceptor of the Gods, to Indra,
ihe god of the gods. At the end of the chapter 115, however, apother version
is found. Lomsharsana, the Suts, says that he beard the essence of Polity
from Vyasa who in turn heard it from Sive. He, in turn, heard it when Visou
was imparting it to Saunska. The importance of the Garuda polity is
therefore obvious.

Chapter 108 : Some gencral problems concerning conduct.

It js stated by Garuds himself that the discourse on the science of
ethies and expediency is advantageous both to kings and commons. Such
topiuhmmukql:d as coneern both the king and his subjects.

1t is said in the very ning that a man should not mix in vulgar
c.ompanics. Even a bad wife and & pupil are to be shunned from &
distance, Similarly an illiterate Brahmana, & dasturdly Ksatriya, a lazy
Vaisya and a literate Sudrs ste to be avoided  But all such rules are flexible.
A person should do even what he is forbidden to, out of full regard to the
canse and effect of each act of his conduct. According to circumstances, he
should side even with his enemies and bresk with his friends.

As alrendy indicated, Garuda's rules of enmity and friendship are flexi.
ble, According to him there is no steadfast friendship and enmity. A friend
can turn a foe if bis interests clash and a foe & {riend if their friendship is of
mutual advantage. An interesting instance is afforded by Garuda. A discase,
be says, which originates in the body Is an_enemy and & herb which grows
in the forest is a friend. All persons, objects or things are to be judged
from this angle of vision. For instance, the country which praovides means
of livelihood is one’s true country ; a sved which sprouts is & true seed ; a
child that lives is & true child and a wife who speaks sweetis & true wife. It
bout such thonughts that raise a citizen far

abo tionalism, sacrifici atriotism just for livelihood. But .
e teatably o Taat b j to other divinities, Yisnu,

Paolitical wisdom is imparted to an individual not as an Asiatic, European,
American and so forth but as & free man of
Garuda polity is more liberal,
climes without the distinction of esste and

Garuda polity lives in _a constant dread of the fir sex. Garuds advises
people not anutr{mt it. However, he draws & distinction between a bad and
a good wife. Omc who speaks weet to her husband und i skilled in the
m ent of household affairs is a rue wife. A true wife, moreover,
must be one in spirit with her lord and devote her whole self 1o his hlpplnﬂ;;

OI general charae f ble wife the following may be noted :
decorates h:r uﬂ%ﬂu;dﬁ paste ; perfumes bher body alter her daily
mt&mﬁﬂ:lﬂmmr;ﬂhl itte ; is fond of her husband and is
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ever busy in doing acts of piety and virtue so that hdppiness and prosperity
muy ever reign in the house A good wife app tes and honours the
noble qualities in her lord wnd lives in loving submission to his wishes and
is satisfied with the little she gets.  On the other hand, a bad wife is the one
who is querulous and argumentative. She is attached to another and is
fomd of staying in another man's house. She is not ashamed of the fact
that she is depraved. She is said by the statesman of the Garudapurana to
be deadlier than the fangs of a serpent.  One who is blood-eyed, black and
fierce as o tigress, is possessed of a cow:like tongue, is foul-mouthed in anger
and is eccentric in her habits or is fond of staying in another man's house, is
not fit for matrimonial glliance. Such & partner, like 2a insincere (riend, and

srgumentative servant or lik= & residence in a snake-infested chamber is but
the prelude to denth,

Chapter 109 : General conduect,

The chapter opens with the theme of self- ion at the loss of a
enuntry or even of the whole world.  Anything. however dearer and near to
the monarch, if it stands in the way of his sell-interest, should at onee be dis-
posed of. ~This importance to self aver one’s country or nation is Guaruda’s
peeulinrity in politics, Guaruda adviscea king to save his own person’even at
the cost of his wealth, wife, family, village, country aud the world. This
advice will surely suit sn autocratic monsrch. But Guruda’s ndvice is not
confined to the ruler’s interest slone. Bven an individual, a subject, is alio
asked to sacrifice wealth, wife, family, village ¢tc, for the protection of his sell.
It may be remarked en-pasant that such un advice in politics as leads to
disunity is quite vicious and unwholesome.

Lessons on self-interest we mught in sbundance. The statesman of
the Garuda polity doubts the existence of love for love's snke on earth.
According to him one person endears another simply out of motives of self-
seeking. This principle is confined not only to mankind but Is found will
extended over to beasts snd birds, For example, birds abandon & tree whose
fruits are gone. Herons forsake the shares of a dried poul, Courtesans do
not welcame a person whose purse is exhauted. Ministers do not flock round
a monarch without kingship. The bees sit not on the faded Howers, nor do
the herds of deer roam about in the forest which a wood fire has consumed.

Distrust in mankind and particularly in the female sexis the main
burden of this chapter. Feminine fickleness is over-emphasised, Whether
haps due to the lack of education or some other unexpected causes women
ancient India proved rather obstacles in the way of general administration
and unification of the country. The statesman of the Garudn polity is
catitious about the expected deead from that quarter and goes 3o far as even
to supgest beating fur seiting them right.

In some respects, Garuda is an advancement wpon ancient Indian
political thought, Whereas ancient thinkers did always take up painsto
empress emphatically upon # petson the necessity of gathering weanlth to his
utmost strength, Garuda is dgad against the hoarding up of weshth. Ou the
other hand, he suggests to acquire (hat wealth [ viz. dlisrma |} which follows a
person even btyungct!u: grave.

1t is interesting to note that Garuda can never tolerate that the succes-
sars of & who has hoarded up wealth shall, after his demise, inherit
ﬂ divide amang themsclves the wealth which cost him life-long and killing
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This is, however, in & “'ﬁ to disuade the boarder from hoarding up
richss, Tae id=s bshind all such dicourses is to lay the policy of :11.{.:1 distri-
bution of wealth. The bosrder is condemned by Garuda becsuse wealth
never comes to the use of the Brahwanas, his own relations, any religious
purpose and his personal.

Another larity of Garuda polity lies in its freedom from Brahmani-
cal or scriptural influence.  As this statesman clearly says, true religion lies
hid in & cave. There is not a sage but propounds a of his own. Dis.
quisitions on religion and godhood are ss old as human race, yet the
seriptures could not come to an agreement. This statement of Gu.rutzn ina
way draws a distinet line of demarcation between religion and polity. In
political life the path of the masters is the only true psath.

On one important topic Garuda furnishes an advocate’s counsel. A
person, he says, tumbled out of a fortune should start on a pilgrimage to a
distant shrine, This'practice has been current even to this day. The rich,

when somehow shaken in fortune start on a distant pilgrimsge just to avoid
their creditor and gain lime to make arrangement for the delivery of deposits.
Chapter 110 : —Gencral conduct.
G.ruda's digressions on conduct are not arranged systematically.

Like a grasshopper or o butterfly they jump from one ides to ancther with-
out the least link or conjunctive. The result is that the reader has to be
caref1l to sort them to appropriate cavities of his brain. However twn
main ideas emerge from the study of this chapter: (1) The king has by all
means to suppress the rising foe. (2; He shiould never put too much reliance

m fate ; perseverance is mainly to be resorted to although he cannot
altogether wipe out  the orders of destiny.
Chapter 111 : —Characteristics of a conseerated monarch.

Garuds’s advice to a monarch reads like a lesson on morality, The king
is advised to rule his kingdom according to the tenels of true reigion and
in the light of truth and justice.

Ciaruda’s similies in this chapter are drawn from common place persons
objects or things. For instance he asks a monarch to collect a tithe of the
income of his subjects by way of imperial revenuc without burdening
them with excessive texation like a florist making a festoon by culling flower
from flower-bearing trees without uprooting them. On defeating an enemy
he should be cautious justly hﬂlp the resources of the enemy’s country
without draining it dry lik¢ a milkman milching a cow without exhausting
the supply in her teals.

The hridling of his senses is the main burden of the next few verses of
this chapter, A king should not full & prey to the amorous glances of youthful
maidens.

s o it i sald, should make provisions for times of scarcity. It is
Emmﬁtk::;gi-u{m’:a‘imp his hrmm]: well zfptmia!md at 2l times. But it
is strange to hear from Garudn, that after ull his Irgittmnte wants are provided
a king should leave the residue of the money at the dis al of the Brahmanas.
Perhaps Garuda, means that the rest of moncy should be spent on beneficiaries
for the welfare of the State. Brahmanasin those days stood as symbals of

self-sacrifies,

The king,"should never lose cournge in
resplendent out of the jaws of Rahu. The sons
even amidst adverse circumstances.

adversity. The moon returns
of Pandu retrieved their fortune
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Chapter 112 :—The king’s servants.

Servants are divided into three classes : good, bad and indifferent. The
king is advised to keep only good servants. If he, however, neglects this
sdvice and keeps bad, foolish and illiterate persons in his service, dire conse-
quences would follow,

Amongst the officers and the subordinate servants of the State the follow-
ing are enjoined : a mansger of tressury, a jeweller, a commander-in-chief
a gate-keeper, a clerk, an ambassador, a priest, a cook, a physician, an
astrologer etc. The characteristics of servants mentioned by Garuda are
almost the same as found in the Matryapurana,

Chapter |13 :Fate,

Garudn cites instances of Bhima and Arjuna, king Bali, Ravana, the
wice politician Sukra himself, Rama, Sita and Laksmana who under one
eircumstanee or another fell victima to destiny. Fate or destiny is defined by
Garuda as the result of our own deeds in a prior life. Even Visou, Siva and
Sun cannot escape the cffects of destiny. The effects of our actions done
a prior existence fructify st the appoicted time in the next.

But Garuda would not advise the policy of inaction or wait and see.
is not a fatalist in that sense, He is a realist out and out. He knows how
nct in the living present, since, according to him, deeds done in this sge
bound to fructify sooner or Iater,

Chapters 114115 :—Advice for kings.

Friendship and enmity according to statesmen, bound by sell-
interest. Garuda does also believe in this maxim. He s a realist who
forbids s person to stay with his own daughters, sisters or step-mothers lest
the fiend of lust dmu{d take advantage of solitude.

Manifold instructions or counsels enumerated in these chapters can be
utilised equally with advantage by a commoner as by a prince or monarch.

POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE EALIEAPURANA

Political thought in the Kalikapurana is contained in a single chapter viz,
87, It forms a il.lhfctt matier of the conversation betwesn Sagarajand Aurva,

It deals mainly with the royal behaviour towards prioces, queens and above
all, self,

A monarch is advised by Aurva to conguer his own self by self-control
snd princes nnd queens by policy or craft. Four kinds of expedients viz.,

coneiliation, gift, division and punishment are enjoined to be applied to
achieve the end.

A king should have a thorough knowledge of statecrsft. Aurva mentions
here Brhaspati, the statesman of the gods, in connection with the seven

organs of the State viz., a king, ministers, a Lerritory, an ally, & treasury, an
army and forts.

A distinctive feature of the Aurva polily lies in the employment of spies
in dilferent departments. The entire scheme of rule in the Kalikapurana is
beset with secrecy and even the most confidint and trusted officers sre en-
joined to be closely watched over by the seerct department. In this respec
the statesman of the Kelikapurana agrees closcly with Katalya. Prinees I.I:Ih
Euum are non-entities in the form of government, theysre to be immedintely

isposed of if proved obstocles. As o stalesman  Aurva is cosmopolitan,
He never hesitates in uﬂptin}} the maxims of Sukra and Brhaspati, the
groups,

statesmen of two rival those maxims fit in with his scheme of good
government, '

sl g
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POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE
VISNUDHARMOTTARAPURANA

The subject-matter of political thought in the Vimudharmottarapursna
runs as follows :—

Second part. Chapter

The appreciation of kingship.
The characteristics of & monarch.,
" " an astrologer.
P » & royal priest
P . & minister.
i w A chiel queen.
The comecration,
The consecration-ceremony
: The king's assistants.
The king's dependents.
Forts.
« The pmtenl:iun of the ruling monareh,
The duties of & consecrated monarch,
The king’s harem.
The duties of a consecrated monarch,
: Fate and perseverance
The expedient of concilintion.
- ,  of divide and rule.
" w of gift.
- w  of punishment.
" The king and his divinity.
- 11.’0 ¢ The Statal cirele.
146 : Punishment as a factor in foreign policy.
147 : The expedient of indifference.
148: , o ofillusion
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= " 150 : The sixfold policy.

N . 151: The king's routine.

. - 163 : The period of expedition.

177 : Expedition.
Nut-hhu.ndmg tlm bulk, the treatment of political thought in the
Vismsdharmottara is by po means original. It iz a digest of political wisdom
Incorporated in other puranas. Its contribution to political science is  there-

fore very slight.
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The polity in the Visnudharmotiara forms the subject matter of a con-
versation between Markandeys and Vajra and as such should have formed a
B"t of the Markandeyapurana. Moreover, this part of polity is narrated by

uskara to Rama here while Rama repeats it to Laksmana in the Agripurana.

It is naturally emplied, therefore, that the conversation about polity
between Puskara and Rama in the Visnudharmollara is older than that between
Rama and Laksmans in the Agnipurana. Yet this is far from the fact. Rama
repeats the polity as imparted to him by Puskara from the Agnipurana itselfl
The Agni divides political thought in two parts : (1) political thought
as imparted by Puskara to Rama and (2) that by Rama to Laksmana. The
Puskara.Rama dialogue in the Visnudharmoitara is a repetition partly of
the same and partly of Rama _Lakshmana in the denipurana

As already indicated political ﬂmufhtin the Fimudharmotiara is not an

inal contribution. Its entire wide ficld is already traversed by the states-
men of different puranas. It is needless therefore to repeat those discussions
about polity here.
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