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Tut following Letters—with two exceptions—were written abont
five years ago. Travel and pressing duties long delayed their
publication; whilst the desolating insurrection of the past twenty
months, spreading its leaden pall over the face of the country—
carrying bereavement to countless homes—and banishing nearly
every thought but that of the one terrible drama—the all-absorbing
romance of reality around, in which every Christian seemed called
upon to play some part, however petty or remote, may well be sup-
posed to have extinguished for the time nearly all inferest in any
subjects less exciting than the alarms—the carnage, and the din of
war. But the hydra-spirit of Revolt is now ernshed ;—* Rebellion
is rebuked ;" —faint and more faint becomes the sound of strife—
hushed by the gentle tones of womanly and royal mercy. Return-
ing Peace, with Spring’s * ethereal mildness,” now resumes her
wonted smile,—and like the loosened Dove of old, in search of
resting for its feet—alights once more on our deserted plains, to
“ make fair weather in this blustering land.”

Thus protected and encouraged, and trusting to the liberality of
his Queen's “ Amnesty” to include free pardon for lis offences
also, the Author ventures to bring in this petty tribute to Her
Courts of Peace.

During the protracted interval which has thus elapsed, however,
even the great storm and strife of Mutiny, at which one-half the
world has gazed in wonder, was insufficient to keep down smaller
disputations nearer home; and hence, upon refurning to his task,
the Author found that he, too, had wandered into disputable fields.
The question touching Indigo—the Planters, and the Ryuts, dis-
cussed fully thirty years ago, had been by different parties twice
revived,—angmented, and swollen into controversy. For himself,
however, the Author finds nothing to lament in this. It has
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enlarged his information and his views, without affecting his design,
which it was unnecessary to disturb by anachronisms, This design
—apart from under purposes that fear no serutiny—was maniflestly
not controversial, but descriptive and pietorial. It will hardly be
supposed, therefore, that he would have selected a subject for his
pictures, intended to please the feminine eyes and gentle spirits
of his sisters, with any conception that all his “ pretty houses”
and “ Noal's-arks and things” were convertible, by a sort of
phantasmagorial shifting, into “ whitened sepulchres’ and ghastly
skeletons. It is with the hope that his picture has no such destrueti-
bility of element within, that he does not now anticipate such a
fate by commitbing it at once to the fire ; as he assuredly would do
if he thonght himself in danger of being found, in the foreible lan-
guage of Seripture,—* fighting against God,”"—that is drawing
Utopian pictures of the relationship between the strong and the
weak, and, by so doing, glossing over the state of the poor with
false impressions as to their condition,—their wants—their suffer-
ings, and their claims.

With one thing elicited in course of the dispute, the Author has
beeu so greatly struck, that he ventures prominent re-allusion to
it, as commentative on that one great evil which he cannot but
regard as chigf in its oppressive operation on the poor,—although,
strange to say, it has been, of all things, least dwelt upon,—i. e.,
the infamous system of Dustoorce. A writer, whose position and
character lend all possible weight to his enquiries and opinions,
declares that it is universally assumed in one distriet (Pubna), that
the Ryuts retain but a half—or third—or less than a third of the
advanees paid to them,—the ehief, or a large portion, being absorbed
by the Factory Establishment |——Let imagination but transport
this iniquity to British shores! What would the workmen in the
Royal Dockyards, or elsewhere, say, (or do), if two-thirds of their
emoluments from contract work were abstracted from their pay by
the officers commanding them ?

If such a system, then, and to such extent—nay, if but one half,—
exist upon our Indian fields, how little wonder is there that the
poar should groan;—and how much wonder if the Government and
Educational philanthropist together are not encouraged five-fold to
pursue their efforts for that gradual elevation of the minds of
the peasant classes which shall “give sight to the blind,” and
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enable them to slip the yoke of bondage to systems of craft and
villainy which impoverish and debase them.

If (10 use a modern phrase) ventilution be of service to the cause
of truth, the Author, whilst pursuing his own ohject, will rejoice
if he has lent one iota of aid to its establishment. In all that
trenches upon matters in dispute—describing prineipally what he
saw,—and, in those things which he could not see, taking his
information from sources deserving implicit confidence, he believes
himself secure from all charge of partiality. Not intending to be
Hssayist, he has written simply of things which fell under his
observation and enquiry, within the limits of his design; but he
has not avoided any subjeet from fear or consciousness of its being
dangerous to the * prettyness” or smoothness of his delineations.
In short, his desire in publishing has not been to exall individuals,
or to paint “ faultless monsters whom the world ne'er saw ™ —but
to place the conduect which it was his gratification to witness, and
which he believes to be so well worthy of imitation, in the light
of that wholesome example which is more persuasive than precept,—
and more reclamatory than reproof.

The Author indulges the hope and belief, therefore, that he shall
be found enlisted under the banners of the poor, He merely reserves
to himself the privilege of fighting after his own fashion. Deprived
of this hope and this privilege, he can only say that the following
pages would, in his mind, lose half the inducement for their publi-
cation.

In conclusion—with no fresh experience to bring into the field,
he has no neeessity to re-open angry questions,—and earnestly
hopes that he will not be the means of re-awakening angry discus-
sion—upon interests which he is sure are infinitely better served
by friendly coalition than by dispute. 1f to rural scenes belong—
“ Peace and content, twins of the sylvan shade,” and—

# Bless'd secluston from a jarring world "—

it were pity they should furnish theme for discontent or strife.
There, in the midst of the people, and, generally, acquainted
intimately with their language, live the Planter and the Mis-
sionary; and who so capable of being the expositors of that truth
which no righteous mind would stifle, or of advancing those
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interests which no true English heart but must desire to see im-
proved ? It may well be added, who so hardened as to defy the
fearful denunciations of the Almighty against the oppressor of the
poor 1"'—¢ For the Lord will plead their canse, and spoil the soul
of those that spoiled them.”

May the Missionary and the Planter be seen united more closely
in the bonds and strength of that friendly unity which ought to
work out alike temporal comfort and eternal prosperity to the
countless poor of this vast—this * wide wide’ land!

Cavrovrra, 1859,

WP W e,




WULAATH FUSLE,

Mulaath, Savaary 1024,
My pmar SisTEms,

1l health has warranted that which inclinntion and an olid
standing invitation have long tempted, aud I thus find myself once more
located ot the delightful residence of my kind friend, Mr. J F—,in
one of the handsomest dwellings, and I take it one of the most pleasing
and healthy localities in Lower Bengal.

Whilst here, T purpose not to be idle, or unmindful of you, bat, in
fulfilment of that “ good boy™ promise I made, never to neglect addressing
you when practieable, by our monthly mails, to relieve the dull monotony
of our usual Caleutta budget by an endeavour, st least, to entertain you
with & description of all T have seen, and may hereafter see, of mofussul,
or suburhan life, during my trip and sojourn here; more particularly
conmeeted with the production of an article which forms one of the prineipal
and most interesting commodities of Bengal—indigo, of which 1 am led to
believe two-thirds of our friends in England know little more than thie—
that it is a blue dye—brought from ahrond—employed to colour broadeloth,

and by the washerwomen at home, in little balls, wherewith to * hlue* their
B
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linen, Should T succeed in sattaching to the subject, and many other matters
connected with it, any greater amount of interest in your estimation than
these meagre facts are caleulated to exeite, my end anid desire will be attained.

In onder, however, that you may “go with me,” and so he afforded the
opportunity of seeing whatever may be likely, from its novelty, to interest
you on the way, it may be s well to begin with the beginuing,—that you
should know, in short, how T got here, as some little introduction to what
may he seen here,

As those who follow must needs be behind, and we are dependent on the
great emporinm of seience for every advance we make in our socinl eondition,
us connected with the arts, commerce, and manufactures, not for the example
merely, but very frequently, and very considerably (in almost all nnder-
takings of magnitude), for the ways and means of earrying them out, you
will readily conclude that our progress in the greatest of all modern revolu-
tions—thnt of travelling—has not kept pace with the gigantic strides of the
mother conntry. Imprimia,'wu have no milways, though we are to have,
and that probubly within a couple of years, for already have the plummet
and the line been lnid to the ground ; already have miles of country been
surveyed, levelled, and clearcd of the dwellings and little plantations of the
wondering, and oftem, 1 fear, though temporarily, distressed natives, whilst
our Indinn Southwark, quiet Howrah, on the opposite side of the river,
facing Caleutta, the intended terminns of the first rail, already exhibits, in
demolished houses and uprooted trees, the energetic march of the great
work. What yowr next step is to be, who shall conjecture? but we are at
least endeavouring to be shortly at your heels in fhis. ¥

In the mesntime we eannot be called backward in the one other great
locomotive means.  Independently of five government stenm-bonts, which st
varinble intervals run between Caleuttn, ond the north-west provinces and
Assam, we have two inland steam navigation companies, on, probably, as
large o seale a8 any similar independent association in England. The first
and oldest of these, which is called the * Iudie General Steam Navigation
Company,” was estublished nine years ago, and, at the present time, hos
five running steamers, which tow o8 many cargo flats.  The other company,
termed the © Ganges Steam Novigation Company,” employ o similar number
of gignntic steamors, which, being eargo-boats and steamers in one, are
enabled, at that period of the year when the rivers are full and afford o
fwvourahle channel, to make the more rapid passages, but, during the hot and
dry senson, when their heds are shallow, the advantage is on the side of the
smaller vessels and floats of the other company, which can travel by routes

* Four -_'I'LI.'r! have elspsed sives the above wos written, ond our milwoy now extends, snd has boon
apenind from Howrah to Raneegange, o distance of 181 miles. A teaveller, thorofore, procesding by the
anthor’s roate, wonld new, most prebubly, take the trein from Tlewrah (o (hinwarab, there join his boat
wind {hviss amve mpwnnds of one day's time ond pationes ; exchanging o dull, eomfortless, wenrisone pall of
possibily fiftoon howrs in a boal, for the stiring, novel, and ousy Might By Tand of one hoor and & half,
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innceessible to vessels of heavier deaught, Thuos the advantages nre prolahily
halaneed.

The vessels of both compnnies, however, carry goods and passengers to
Allnhabad,* and all those intermedinte stations which the season of the year
permits their passing ; for, during four months of the year, the Bhiigruttee
and Jellinghee rivers, the two principal stresms or mouths of the Ganges,
which unite the Hooghly with that great river, become so shallow in parts
as to compel the inlund steamers to go down the Hooghly instead of wp it,
and to gain an entrance into the Ganges through some of the cirenitons and
numerous sea-fed channels of the wild and tiger-honuted Soonderbunds,
The jonrney, which to Allahnbad, at the favoring season, occupies about
seventeen or eighteen days, is thus prolonged to probably twenty-five or more.

Persons, then, who doring the dry season require to visit river-stotions
which the Sconderbund route does not embrace, must thevefore, abandoning
the steamers, avail themselves of one of the three other means of transit yet
remaining. A traveller in haste, with but triting luggage, would, no donbt,
under such cirenmstances, avail himself of either the Government Ik, or one
of the “Infand Transil Company™ nqui:ruhl.l carriages.  The former method,
as you most probably are alrendy aware, is that of a palkee, or palanguin,
nnd bearers, relays of whom are placed st stated distances of eight miles or
o on the road, and travel throughout the night as well as the day.

The Equirotal Carringe is a very late introduction indeed, and derives its
name from the four wheels being of equal dimensions. The design of this
conveyance, it appears, origmated in a suggestion by our then Governor-
General, Lord Ellenborough, for a vehicle upon two wheels, which could he
used to accelerate our mails about the country. Upon this idea Mr. Cameron,
coach manufacturer of Caleutta, projected the present equirotal, the design
of which was that it should be drawn, not by horse or horses, but men, or
dik bearers; that it shounld be so light in its construction that on coming
to any part of a journey where the rond—or the absence of a road—did not

* This wold by mory properly Ullabakad, but the word being now Anglicised, 1 hove retained the
arifinary spalling.
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admit of a earringe, the wheels shonld unship, and, with their axles, be no
heavier than the costomary load for a banghy bearer, or porter, and thus
be ecarried on; whilst in their stead the usual poles should be inserted at
either end, so that the bearers could carry the whole machine as an ondinary
dik palkee. This iden has, however, been abandoned, and the eguirotal is
now confined to its wheels. The mode in which it is drawn depends upon
the charncter of the rosd. On what is ealled the Grand Trunk Hoad, or
Bennres New Hoad, horses are employed ; on roads not metalled they are
generally drawn by men, and in some few mstances, by bullocks.

The majority of our metalled, or, to use the native phrase common in
Indin, “ puckah™ roads, are, 1 believe, those leading to civil and military
stations. DBut muoch has heen done, 1 am sssured, through other than
government menns.  In the districts of Kishuaghor and Jessore much good,
it is declared, has heen doue by the planters, more particularly in connection
with the Ferry Fund Committee, of which they are said to be the most
useful members; and in the neighbourhood of their own fhetories they
have established many miles of excellent road.

Persons not in such haste as to require this mode of transit, or families
enrrying much lngpgage or furniture, may prefer the old-fashioned mode of
travelling by boat, the character, size, snd comforts of which will depend
upon the means of the travellers. 1 need only name such as are commaonly

used by Enropeans,

hn Fomace,

The Pinnace, the lurgest and handsomest, is perhaps more frequently a
private than a hired boat—the property of the planter or merchant. When
hired in Caleotta it is, I believe, more used for family pleasure trips, or
very short journies, than for any lengthy travel, as its hire is expensive.
In sige this vessel may vary from twelve to twenty tons burthen, and from
forty to fifty feet in length. It is rigged something after the fashion of
schooner; has two rooms, besides bathing closets ; carries large gails, and
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a crew of probably twelve or fifteen men, who of course ply their oars when
there is no wind to bring the sails into use.

The Hufra is o large and commodions, but generally combrons and
sluggish boat, having more pretensions to comfort than speed ; nevertheless
it is frequently nsed for up-country journeys,

THE BLEFRL,

The Bhowliva is o lighter description of the same charncter of boat,
varying in its dimensions from the size of a mediom bujra to that of our

TEE BIOMLITA

common dengee, or passage-hoat. It is of general utility, and suitable,
according to its size and the number of hands you may be pleased to engage
for it (from four to eight, or, in the larger kind, even twelve,) for all
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ocensions, from o short suburban trip to an up-conntry journey ; to convey
a party to the Honourable Company’s Botanic Gardens, or as & more penteel
and comfortable, though it is not thought by any menns a safer, conveyance
for a lady when crossing the river than the common dengee,

The planter’s hoat is generally of this nature, but larger, longer, and o
better pulling and sailing boat than the ordinary Caleutta bhouliva. The crew
may be found to consist of some of the field labourers, who, during certain
months of the year, have probahbly no agricultural duties to oecupy them, and
are thus enabled profitably to hestow their time on other employment.

All Indian boats, though built, adapted, and provided for rowing, aro
swiling boats ; and being round, or flat at the bottom, having no keels, are
of course very liable, if eaught in o squall, or through carclessness falling
into the trough of rough water, to be overturned. Hence, in a great measure,
the frightful extent of casualties on the river during some of our sudden
squalls and terrible nor'-west gales. Upon the last malancholy occasion in
my rememhrance, upwards of thirteen European, and eighty native lives,
were declared to have been lost.  As to the native boatmen, what with their
carelessness or venturesomeness, so strangely at varianoe with the general
timidity of the natives of Bengal—an inconsistency which must, 1 imagine,
be referved to their fatalism—the only wonder would he if these accidents
did mot oceur.

Next to these, the more respectable class of boats 1 have named, may he
mentioned two or three of an inferior description. The Putélee (or Kutora),
or Baggage-boat of Hindestan, is a very large flat-bottomed, clinker-built,
unwieldy-looking piece of rusticity, of probably one thousand muns (or,
Auglice, maunds), which is about thirty-five tons burthen ; but oceasionally
they may be met with double this size, They are used prineipally for
earriage of cotton and other up-country produce.

THE FUTELES.

Families in middling or narrow cireumstances, journeying to the upper
provinees, avail themselves of hoats of this deseription, and hitherto the
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government, for want of sufficient hoats of its own, has frequently employed
them for the transit of troops from the provinces to the Resideney, or
elsewhere.  Frequent fatality, 1 believe, attended these transports, and of
course great loss of time, o that during the late Burmese war, which
oceasioned a drain upon Bengal, by the transfer of several steamers and
troop-boats from the Ganges to the Irrawaddy river, government availed
itselfl of the services of the Steamers and Flats of the private inland steam
companies of which 1 have alresdy spoken.

The Pulwar is u smaller description of native travelling boat, of neater
build, and less rosticity of charncter, sometimes used by a single traveller of
humble means, nud at others serves as eosk-Boal and sccommodation for
servauts nccompanying one of the large kind of boats 1 have already named.

Now, that you may form some iden of the relative merits of these
several conveynnees, I will just state that a journey to—say Allahabad—
the furthest station to which the steamers run; the estimnted distance being
800 miles, generally occupies these steamers about 20 days. The charge
for a first-class passape (exclusive of diet, which is 3 Hoopees per diem) is
200 Hs., and you are allowed twelve muns of luggage, or a little more than
8 ewt, The cost for the like journey by the government dik, and the least
expensive route of 572 miles, is 250 Rs. 4 annas, or about 8 annas (one shilling)
per mile.  You mnst provide your own palkee—or hire one—and are under
the necessity of giving three days notice of your intended journey. Until
very lately, in addition to the cost of the dik, you were also under the
necessity of moking n further deposit of 125 Hs. for possible demwrrage,
which was returned at the conclusion of the journey. This demurrage
maney being abolished, you have now to make the lesser deposit of 250 s,
or £25, before undertaking o length of journcy which you folks at home
ean accomplish in twenty-four hours, at a cost of a little more than as many

shillings as here it requires pounds.
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In this mode of travelling you are allowed eight bearers, two banghy
burdars, or luggage carriers, each carrying 48 Ibs, weight, and two musal-
chess, or torch-bearers,—an essential convenicnce and protection through a
country where mud and water, ditches and jungle, interrupt your path, and
tigers, possibly, prowl upon its margin. These beasts, you are no doubt
aware, have a wholesome dread of five, which thoy will not approach. Tf,
however, your Inggage be light—within the weight which can be carried by
one man—and the character of the road be such as not to need the services
of more than a single musalchee, the expense of the journey can be propor-
tionately lessened. DBut how will such journeying strike your western
imaginations ¥ Yet im no better fashion have hundreds of poor timid,
delicate lIndies, confined to this box-like conveyanee, with no proteetor,
no fellow-traveller, no country iuns, or village cottages to cheer the way,
traversed for five and six hundred miles the sandy plains, the swampy fields,
and jungly paths of India ; resting ddring the day and the night just as long
os may have been arranged for when starting—perhaps four or five hours—
by halting at the dik bungalows, or post-stage honses.  These are situated
at various distances, probably thirteen or fourteen miles from each otlier.
In these buildings will be found in attendance three resident servants, a
khansamaon, a bearer, and a sweeper. The first prepares whatever food he
may be directed to purchase on your behalf, and the second acts as a sort
of valet, or general personal attendant. For all this accommodation and
servioe you pay one roopee for the day, or, if your stay be under three hours,
half that amount,

The charge for the same journey by the equirotal horse carringe for a
single troveller is 858 Rs.; for two inside seats, 147 Rs. ; or, for two inside and
one outside passenger, 191 Rs. Twenty seers, or 40 lbs. of luggage, are
allowed to each person, and the journey oceupies about o week, during which
the truveller stops for refreshment at the usual dik bungalows.

With respect to this mode of conveyance, which bids fair rapidly to
supersede the old palkes dilk trovelling, I may add that it is not free from
liability at least, however seldom they may happen, to some of those mishaps
incidental to old-fashioned road travelling in all parts of the world, such as
runuing off an embankment, bad roads, and accidents to horses, vehiele, or
harness.  But instead of horses being used, the same vehicle can be engaged
propelled by twelve men, lessening, of course, the probahility of accident,
and with it the speed of journey, but serionsly increasing the cost, which, for
this mode of transit is 248 Ra.*

* 1855, Binee the opuning of var rail, the ** Transit Company™ have shiftes] fdeir station, snd now
utart their enrringes from Runeegumge, the present termioe of the nptralo.  Dut fir O Santull frse.
reetion fn the frek fusdanee, aod the present terrible revoll fo the next, the terminms michi by this tinn
huve been 150 miles further. There are now two transit swociotions.  That ealled the * Hindestas Thoess
ik Company** mmdertakes ts oarry @ tenveller from Ranseginioe 1o Allakahad in four oy mnil w bl awid

for an entire carriage eharges 178 poopees for the trip.
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In travelling by boat it is imperative that you provide yoursell with
whatever you may require for consumption as food, beyond fowls, fish, and
eges.  Meat of no kind (unless, possibly, now and then it be a little kid)
is obtainable on the journey, exeept when stopping st the principal military
or civil stations. If your halting-place be a Hindoo village, you cannot
procure even fowls, which are not killed by the Hindoos. A supply of milk
and eggs, however, for the day may generally be obtained from some of the
villages on the bank, snd of bread from the varions factories which may
chance to be found es rowfe, though even these things are not obtained
without oceasional difficulties.

NADE GOET.

The expense of & journey to Allahabad by one of the large and better
boats—either the bujra or large bhouliya, mammed probably by twelve
hands, varies from 65 Rs. to 180 Rs., and occupies the traveller more than
two months. The expense is, of course, the same whether the hont be
occupied by a single person or s whole family. Upon that deseription of
native boat, the putélee, I have already deseribed, a Mr. Brierly, boat agent
at Futtyghur, has, I am told, improved, by constructing an addition to its
accommodation, so that it resembles-a bujra, Tt is said to be a very comfortable
hoat for travelling, but terribly slow ; it is pulled by twelve men, and the
cost depends upon its size. The charge is 8 Rs, for every hundred muns
burthen (or sbout 34 tons). The men are paid ot the rate of 4 Rs. each
per month, and there is an extra man, termed o gooliys, a kind of coxswain
of the boat, paid at the same mte. Supposing, therefore, the vismol to be of
medium size—say three hundred muns—the total eost would be about 145 Rs.
With the ordinary putélee, however, and fewer men, and therefore slower pace,
the Calcutta boat ngents undertake to have you conveyed to Allahabad, at a

o
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charge of about 73 Rs,, in two months and a half —After all this you mny
imagine how we pray for railways !

Thus, then, T need hardly tell you, that few persons in the present day,
except those in needy cirenmstances, patronise the old boat system of
travelling for long journcys. For short trips, however, or to places not in
the route of steamers or transit carringes, and whither the cost of the
government dik may be prohibitive, no other resource is open; angl this
brings us to the place from whenee 1 proposed to start.

This shall be one of our ghits, or landing-places, where boats “do
congregate,” and, as perhaps the most commonly frequented, we will select
that known as Baboo’s Ghit, which iz a flight of steps leading to the water's
edge, surmonnted by a neat, pillared, porch-like edifice, built by o native
gentleman, whose name it bears, and shronded by a very fine peepul tree,
which the pious Hindoos, more particularly the women, returning from their
morning sblutions in the river, may be secen to water from the brass lota, or
vessel, which invariably accompanies them.

Now as the journey hither is of no great length, and two-thirds of it only
can be performed by water, you may suppose that I engage neither pinnace
nor bujra, but that comfort and economy are sufficiently obtained by hiring
n small bhouliya—or, what is more likely at a fine-weather season like this,
a small native punsiee, which, with a double set of hands, ar four oars, is a
lighter and mmeh quicker hoat. Tt is longer, broader, and sharper than the
Calentta dengee, which, as 1 have already mentioned, is the common passage-
hoat of the river, over which hont the punséee has another advantage—
that of its admitting the boards which form its deck under the ehappa, or
_ matted roof, to be removed, so s to permit of a person sitting therein after
the fashion most convenient to Europeans.

TR DENGEE 43T FrasdEm.

As to the demgee, 1 trust that its days, as a ferry-boat at least, are
numbered. It was with no little gratification that people saw, after many
strugirles, and much delay, the establishment of a small sfeam ferry-boat
between Calcutta and the opposite shore of Howrnh, whither so many
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humdreds of poor people have daily oceasion to cross® None who have
witnessed the erowds of these poor creatures, whom the cupidity of the
bostmen induce to cross at one time, and whose poverty compels them to
avail themselves of the cheapest transit, but will hoartily wish success to the
little steam ferry, the expense of which, to the native, has been bronght
within the means of the poorest,—to that sum, in short, charged by the
dengee wallahs, or bostmen,—viz,, half o pice, which is something less than
a farthing. Nor are its advantages by any means confined to the natives,
There are few Europeans who, during rough or stormy weather, are not glad
to avail themselves of its services in place of the comfortless, dangerous, and
rickety-looking dengee——DBut all this while we have not left Buboo's Ghilt,

Having, then, hired either a small bhonliya, or punséee, which is to
convey us to Sooksagur, for which conveyance I am to poy four roopees, or
cight shillings, and deposited therein & travelling trunk, and divers small
matters, not forgetting some trifling * ereature comforts” for the trip, you
must suppose us, with certain customary pious ejacnlations by the boatmen,
quitting the ghit st eight in the morning, and after clearing the shipping,
and reaching the stream, proceeding at s quick a pace as the most ignorant
and skilless, though perhaps the most patient and enduring of rowers in the
whole world, will permit us! Mchummudans in religion, they are not more
higoted in faith than in their commonest practices, and henece, obstinately
adhering to that method of
sitting in which they have
the least power, and to that
manner of pulling in which
the oars, by being confined
in their asetion to within
twenty degrees of the boat’s
gide, hove the least effect,
we find ourselves progress-
ing, even with a five-knot
tide in our fovour, at the
poor rate of probably seven
and a half, In vain we talk—in vain we taunt, and point to the market or
travelling boat, pulled by the more sensible or more teachable Hindoos,
who, laughing as they pass, throwing themsclves forward, and stretching to
their oars, quickly leave us hehind.

After quitting the European part of the city and the shipping, together
with a great part of the congregated fleet of native store-boats from the
provinces, that crowd the bank near the northern division of the city, the
first object likely to attract attention is a certain bare and dismal-looking
quadrangle, open at the river side, upon the high walls of which—overlooking

* 1884, In sddition to this bost we have aww & very fiue ferry sleamer, in comwetion with the train
Tedonging to the milway eampany.

THE DERIER FULiEk.
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the ground immediately contiguous, where n certain native hide-merchant
and eontractor with the conservancy commissioners, earries on his delicate
operations in connection with the defunet quadropeds of Caleutta—are
perched some fifty or more hungry and expectant valtures; whilst amongst
them, or benesth, stalking amidst bones and rubbish, and anon scared from
their object by a pack of equally hungry and disgusting-looking pariah dogs, dis-
putants for the prize, are seen a score or o of the adjutant, or gigantic crane,

FCREING THE FEAL AT FEW CEERLTION GHAT, CALFTTTA.

This building® is known as the  Burning Ghit,"—a spot enclosed and
appropriated by the Hindoos for the purpose of burning their dead. When
I say “ the Hindoos,” I mean all who can afford it,—which, nnfortunately,
not shove one half of the community are ensbled to do. Knowing, as you
already do, that, with a very small exception {certuin low classes and persons
who die sscetics), Hindoos do not bury their dead, you will be curious to
know how the poorer clusses dispose of theirs.—They are left upon the hank
of the river—whither, indeed, they were most probably taken to die—until
carried away by that river's sacred tide :—that river from which Caleutta is
in a great measare supplied with drinking water! It is not my purpose,
therefore, purticularly to direct your attention to all which may be seen upon
 Gungn's breast,” lest 1 eater more to the curious than the agreeable,

Some years back a very sensible proposition was published in one of the
Calcutta popers, recommending the establishment of a subscription fund, in

* 1858, Sinee the shave wos written the ol ** dismal quadringle’ hos dissppenred, and & sew ani
improved builling hns fuken s plsce, sed therefore forms the above flustration.  The hide
merchant, likewise, has shifted hin groand further vorth, and s the present cremstion ghit s belng
lmﬂmi;vnhmmdmumhumluhmhmdﬂuiﬂ.m;.
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order to put it in the power of the poor, us well ne the rich Hindoos, to
dispose of their dead after that manner whicl, with very trifling exceptions,
is not less acceptable to Hindoo prejndices and desires, than advantageous in
a samitary point of view ; but nnfortunately, although it was shown that the
expense could be brought within twn roopees for each cremation, nothing
came of it. Instead of there being a cremation fund, therefore, the police
have to keep certain boats and men belonging to them, called domes, whose
office it is to remove by sinking, all offensive objects found foating in the
river,—which they do possibly after the spectacle has passed through the
whole fleet, and found st length, most probably, a resting-place against
the chain of some ship, or the paddle of a steamer, more luckless than the
rest.—So the eve is relieved, at last, at the expense of the stomach 1—for
who ean doubt that the ovil thus cherished amd confined to one spot must
become a lonthsome spring of impurity to the water nbhout it¥ If the
government would abolish  the hoat establishment, and transfer whatever
amount it costs to the proposed cremation fund, it might aid in no insig-
nificant degree as o monthly contribution towneds the scheme®

Let me, however, quit the melancholy spot, the air of which, when the
wind is from the shore, has no more eharm for ome sense than the appearance
of the scene to another, .

Proceeding onwards, 8 more wholesome air and prospect greet the senses. -
Abont four miles from our starting place, and just ahove Chitpore, the
northern skirt of the city, and on the same side, is the fast increasing subur-
ban retrest of Cossipore, at one time the locality only of a government gun
foundry, and Messrs, Hawarth, Hardman, and Cos flour mills and hiscuit
manufactory, but now of the residence of some of our quiet-loving aristocracy

‘lﬂﬁl.—Smlhmﬂlh:hmmwdlhulhmﬁﬂwhmgﬂnﬁ!hnﬂcﬂﬂhd
.m-ﬂmnuut;.ﬂmmmmﬁdhwmﬁmthwmmduu. Binee then

thumﬂmum&nm—ﬂwmmhhhﬂdmmhmpﬂﬂhﬂ
lndhilthhmdmﬂthupm.hmpnlhmrrlwmhmhhﬂ

Mthivninqofmwhmintl;rujninnfhrlbum-nlhuunliheﬂntmniﬂ
pecformed by the Hindoos for the helj of Ui desd in & futnre state; thers are certain prrscns and seets,
uﬂmﬂ;ﬂﬂlﬂ,whummﬂulblﬁlﬂh m-m-l.mmmnm.ummm
yesrs of age; 2. Person silicted with leprosy, or sther ppoeified diseases ; 3. Suicides; 4. TPersons who,
undor cerain cirermstances, are lilled by visleuee—the bite of suskes, fe.y 5. Pervons guilty of certain
civil or religions erimes; 0. Parsons who iim followers of » ceriain seet of mendicants, Vobsinawees ;
%, Persans who die nsceties, or Purrumbnngobees ; 6. Jugres, s low custe of Hindoo wewvers.—The bodies of
w;ﬁmmumﬂthjwmhm The budies of {hose perscns pifirred to nader classes
4, 8, 4, and 5 e, aceanding to the Shasters, 1o be thrown into a forest or river, “1ike logs of wood,”
without auy sort of funeral coremony. The'hndluul;mﬁhmmﬁuhduﬁu:h'lmnqlﬁ'ﬂhh
pﬁiim-dmwiuﬂm:hﬂ.wudmt'uuﬂhmm!ﬂﬂﬁﬂmﬂ—khhuﬁﬂm
fiver. qudlhncﬂlu,uuuhummu;nilhhﬁnniuh;ihiﬂmlhﬂuuthlhlu:
porerrip—inability to ?u:qhmtthrmd,dl.mdmhnrquirmnhhtﬁnmﬂm_t
ﬁmmthhwuﬂwMﬁlMMhMﬂhﬂﬁlMﬂ
then eommitting the body Lo the river.
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or well-to-do citizens, who have no difficulty in driving into town to duty or
business in the morning.

About three miles above Cossipore, on the opposite side of the river, may
be seen a very pretty suspension-bridge, crossing Bali-Khall (or Creck), near
to which is a school, established in the year 1846, chiefly, T believe, through
the liberal instrumentality of two wealthy native gentlemen, Buboos Joykissen
Mookerjee, and Rajkissen Mookerjee, of Ootapirah. About two hundred
pupils, all Hindoos, are here instructed in the usual branches of a plain
English education, aud in a knowledge of their own—the Bengalee—Ilanguage.
It is a paying school. About forty of the lads of the higher class pay a
monthly fee of two roopees, and the remainder one roopee each. Towards
the maintenance of this school, government grant a yearly sum of 1200 Tis.,
equal to the bahoo's sssignment, and the remainder of the expenses of the
establishment are met by the schooling fees, which nmount to above a moiety
of the whole income, the average being sbout 2890 Rs.

e 2
e

L -

salrinan

B-ctu.miugtuthnﬁﬂnufthunity, or eastern side of the river, and about
cight miles higher up, an ohject of yet more interest meets the eye—a plain,
but pleasing-looking little church, in the semi-Gothic style, and, adjoining
it, & very comfortable-looking dwelling-house, and mission-school, fur the
instruction of nntive or other Christian girls. This is Agdpdeah, long the

timmanee of burbarous and revolting practices erestes, one is almost led to exclaim—Jess in the words {han
in the epirit of Corporal Trim—"" Oue home-thrust of the bayonet were wurth it all |

Batt, without duing viclence to any prejudies, the thing is praciicabile woongh fn ull the simplicty of
the original proposition. The cuceptions 1o the role of buring the desd must be so inshgnificant fn
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scene of the labours of a very excellent and exemplary lady, Mrs. Wilson,
who, indeed, originally, and by her own exertions, founded the mission, and
raised subscriptions for the erection of the church, which eost 25,000 roopees.
The school was opened in 1843 ; Christian teachers were substituted for
heathen, smd a Christinn convert became head master. Yet the scholars
inereased in nombers, though there were three or four other schools for
tuition in English, where seculsr instruction alone was given. By the year
1845 these had all closed.

EHTRILLE TRPLES, Vil SOLSITF OF SIETA,

Near to Aglplrah is a place ealled Dakinshilhar, in former days said to
have been n hunting place of the Nawibs of Chitpore, and abounding with

number, 08 to sffect the main question in hardly a greater degree than the ense of seclloutal drowning
would affect it. We nre told, on the best sutharity, that in the yenr 1504 the punber of human bodies
thrown falo the river st one particnlsr ghit ut the north el of Calevttn mneonted (o fhree Mhousmnd wine
Hungred gud piphiy-fio '—amd this number there ore reasons for knowing is ooder the averge,

The governmont, it appears, pay 97 Re, per month for bouts employed on the duty alresdy referred (o,
This would pield 1104 Ra pearly. 17 this sum were tranaferred (o tle pogosed Cremation Fund, it would
et one-fonerth of the probable expense of 3033 eremations. I the grvernment were wnwilling ti con-
tribote mure largely, n =mall tax an the wealihy when burning fheir dend would aid the fend.  Pullis
spirit aml good taste woull elfect the remalnler; ad lmposition might be preventel by some sinple
process of stiested declarution of poverty, which could best be framied by (he motives themlves.

It is certuiuly to be hoped that the day is vot far distant when this wost revalting end sickening
eustam, with ol its ofensive consequences, will be nnmbernd with the disbolically cruel Suttés and the
slmost ogually cruel doom of perpetunl wilowhood, which U cournge of & Lonl Beatinek and the porse-
ferunes of n Rothimercos have swept from the lond, 16 may with sfety be nmarted that thers ar 5o
wiluented or intellipent nutives who do wot slreaty look wpon (he fery immolation of the poor Hindoo
widiow with muth of that astonishment and horroe with which Eeglishmen vow recal the one time burning
of witches; wud in Tike way will the Hindoo yet lanrn to regard with skrprise and derision the past fullies
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tigers. In the immediste neighhoarhood is a densely populated villnge, and
an innumerable host of Brahmuns.

Several objects of o picturesque character now present themselves: very
handsome Hindoo pagodas, flanked on either side of the porch by somewhat
formal rows of smaller temples, amidst or relicved by rich, decp foliage of the
tamarind or the peepul tree; und rustic ghitts, on high, hroken banks, over-
shadowed by clusters of the graceful and lofty bamboo, and numerous other
trees of an Indian jungle which margin the river's bank.  Little else is now
to be seen, indeed, on either bank, until at the distance (as the river flows) of
shout sixteen miles, you come in sight of Government House, and the
delightful park of the military eantonment of Barrackpore. You know 1

OOTRESRENT TOFEE, NATLLCEFMmA.

have good canse to regard this place with feelings of peculiar sttachment.
The remembrance of my lamented and amishle-hearted friend, General C—,
emphatically styled “the good general,” who in the year 1844, was com-
mandant of the station, and, at the same time, T am safe in saying, com-
manded also the affections of all who had the happiness of knowing him, is
associnted with so many agreeahle recollections, that the natural merits of the
place have acquired tenfold value in my feelings ; and in proportion to those
feelings, you may suppose, are those of melancholy regret with which I now
pass the well-remembered ghilt and spacious dwelling, where erst T met the
warm and gratifying weleome.

Government house of Barrackpore may be termed the country residence
of the Governor-general, who, gither by carriage, or in his beautiful pinngee

of those prejudiors which could add misery to misfortune, and viee 4o both, by compulsiry widow-hood ;
r.ml in 6o less degree will ghey view with disgud, equily with their Bxropenn friends, the hhnml:
indecent, nml Joatheouie practice of exposing their desd, *like Jogs of wood* and desd dags, upon the
sarface of that stream which they roverence, s those waters of which they deink |
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or barge, towed hy a steamer, generlly proceeds thither on Friday, and
returns to Calentta on the Tnesday moming. The house, though plain, is large
and substantisl-looking, and situated at the head of the small but beautiful
park that, for probably a mile, skirts the bank of the river.

The park, which embraces a considerable extent of land, with here and
there gently undulating ground (s feature in the landseape which from its
rarity in the pluins of Bengal, adds no small grace thereto in our eyes) is
umbrageous with fine forest trees, and enriched by the most rare and beau-
tiful of cultivated garden plants. A portion of the park (all of which is under
charge of a Enropean superintending gardencr, who has a body of milees or
native gardeners under him) is exclusively devoted to experimental botany,
and the whole grounds, which are intersected by gracefully mesndering paths,
both for walking and driving, are not only very tnstefully laid out, but kept
in the neatest order and cleanliness.

AEENRIL COGTEN'S BOLER, FARDCErOpE.

Besides its trees, flowers, and delightful walks (for here at exrly day with
something of the charms of solitude around, you can really enjoy a walk), the
park possesses other objects of attraction.

Near to the eastern entrance, on one side of the main path which encircles
the grounds, is a menagerie, containing the usnal zoological and ornitholo-
gical subjects—such as tigers, leopands, bears, kangaroos, and monkeys, and
some very beantiful birds of the pheasant tribe. On the opposite side of the
path is a circulsr enclosure, and bamboo and thateh building for a giraffe,
where also may be seen a pair of very fine ostriches and a gigantic tortaise,

Continuing the coprse of the same path to the lower or south end of the
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park, and an enelosure of a more substantial character, strengthencd and
spiked on the iuner side by strong bamhoos, will be observed. Here, cither
reclining their ponderous bodies in the morning san, or laving their massive
hidies in the tank which oconpies the groater part of the enclosure, are a pair
of full-sized Rhinoceroses,

During my stay at Barrackpore it was related that some time previonsly
otic of these ereatures—the male—had killed an nnfortunate sipihee (native
soldier), who, with more animal courmge than human reason or prudence,
had, npon some oceasion of the brote’s baving by accident broken loose,
mndly ventured to oppose him.  Three siphhees, walking throogh the park,
saddenly ohserved the animal, as 1 have soid, at large, roaming the ground.
“ drree fhye ! (Oh, brother !} exeloimed one of the elder and more
prudent.—* See! here's the Lord Salib's animal coming—Hum !
“ Run ! (exclaimed the poor young fellow, who pail so sadly for his
temerity, and regarding only the imaginary diseredit of running away,)—
“Never! If he strikes me, 1'll strike him |"——He stood still ; and in a
few minutes his mangled corpse, us you may suppose, was being dragged
nhout the park by the inforisted rhinoceros.®

Not many yards beyond the rhinoceros enclosure, oceupying a corner of
the park, amidst o pretty forest of bamboos, is n very picturesque little

* 1538.—~No mapt illnstrstion of one feature in sipthee eharacter developed in the present rebollion
—{he fool's sserifice—Ibe wmerilice of preset comfurt—Future prospects, mnd of life ileell, for wani of
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building of Gothie arthitecture. This is known as Lord Auckland’s schonl,
it huking been built and established: by that nobleman, when Governor-
generul, for the education of Bengalee lads, ahout one hundred and twenty of
whom, all Hindoos, are instructed in English, and in their own langunge, snd
eontribute a small mogthly fee, according to the means, 1 heliove, of their
parents, of one roopee, or less, townrds the support of the institution. The re-
mainder of the expense is met by a grant from what is called the Durbar Fund.

BELAETVET,

Pursuing the path round to its termination, leads to the evenmg drive,
cooled on the one side by the river, towards which the bank gdutly slopes,
shaded on the other by umbrageous trees, and enlivened by all the gaiety aud
gallantry of the cantonment, listening to the delightful strains of the military
band, which, upon two evenings of the week, is generally found adding its
irresistible attractions to the place.

Precisely opposite to Barrackpore is the one time Danish settlement of
Serampore. 1t is a very pretty, neat, and clean little town, and being built
on high ground, and having the further advantage of facing a broad and long
reach of the river, bears great repute for salubrity,—more than contesting
the palm, it is said, on that score, with its opposite neighbour of Barrackpore,

Serampore was built by the Danes in 1755, —taken by British troops
in 1808, —restored after the peace in 1815, and retained by the Danish

ordinary fntelligenes in things wherewith Do should Yave been more converssnt than the rest of his
countrymen. The Lhree sipdhees suny bypify the lade Bengal armys the elder. sl mone prodent thase
wnn of the 81k, 15th, wd 45th rogiments, whe coversd Uheselves with hanour at Sangor s Lackaow ;
and the infuristid rhinoeeros the infariated Beitish ary, sgeinst whose wdsmantine sidies ibe foalish
sipilios Tun lils bruinless hend, oud perished in dishooour.
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government until the year 1845, when it was made over, on purchase, to the
English, for the sum of twelve laks of roopees, or £120,000. With its cession
to the English, ceased the benefit of its refuge to the English debtor !—
refuge, that is, only from any English process, because recourse to the Danish
court was of course open to clnimants—a recourse, however, which few, L
believe, were ot the pains of secking,

Sernmpore cloims an imperishable interest from its conmection with the
first missionary operations in Bengal—the celebrated missionary fathers,
Doctors Carey and Marshman, and Mr. Ward, all men who have shone in the
literature of India, having there (unitedly) first settled und laboured.* The
College, which is on the bank of the river, and for which the Danish govern-
ment made a grant of the land, was built in the year 1818, from, it is said,
the private resources of the Serampore missionaries. The present object of
this college is not only to give o good general educstion to natives in the
neighbourhood, but to tesin up a body of nstive teachers and missionaries
connected with the Baptist Missionary Society, At this time about half a
dozen youths, principally East Indian, are receiving an edncation for this
Iatter 3
Next to the college, both in locality and interest, are the paper manufne-
turing steam mills—not only the first paper mills, but the first steam engine
ever set up in Indin, and are, I believe, the only works of the kind the
country yet boasts. They owed their existence to Dy, Muarshman, and were
intended to manufacture paper for the objeets of the mission. They have
been continned in operation under his son, Mr, John Marshman, the able
editor of one of the most talented and influentinl of our local newspapers, the
Friend af India, published at Seramporve. Thus, it lias been remarked, one
of our most popular Caleuttn papers (for =0 it may be termed) i= printed and
published jost sixteen miles from the locality of its principal circulation.

About three miles above Barrackpore, and on the same side, is a very
pretty-looking villa, shaded by lofty trees, and embellished by tasteful garden
ground, where also many plensant days, spent under its roof;, have added one
other to the sunuy spots of my limited Indian wanderings. This is Ishapore,
the residence of Major W. Anderson, C.B., in charge of the Hon. Company’s
gunpowder works, which are seen a little in the rear of the dwelling.+

* Tere " the first misslaniary press was estabilished ; the fiest version of the Seriptures in the languiges
of this presidenay, and the first tract in the langungs of Pengnl, was printed, and the et vernaoulie
selical apened, the Arst converted Hindoo baptized—and the first steam engine ever sem in India, set up,
in anler to manufactare paper for the printing of the sacred Seriptures "' —Notes vu the Right Bk of the
Hooghly. Caleuita Review, No. VIIL, vol. v,

1 “Formerly under the superintendence of John Farquhar, who eontrived to gmoss the polossal
Burtune, s it was said, of elghty laks of Rooprea, It s but nn et of justice to his memary to stabe that
the whole of this sum wus aot sceumulated from the perqulsites, fuir ar unfslr, of his officinl post; m con-
sidetable partion of it was the resnlt of the nnrivalled parsisony of this prinee of Tufian misers, wha con-
trmcbed with the solitury servant of his house o supply his table for two nouss [84.] a day | Ow hls retury
to England he ia said to have offered to endow one of the Scottish universities with L100,000 to establish o

R
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A hittle below Tshapore House is the Ferry, well-known to most persons
coming from the city as Pulta Ghit, the terminus, generally speaking, of
" carringe or buggy journeyings from Caleutts, as travellers here eross the river
in order to get into the great public north-west dik roads. The opposite
shore of the ferry is marked by two tombs, one of which is said to luwve been
erected to the memory of an Englishman who was murdered. Here, 1
believe, will be found the first of the dik bungalows, erected for the con-
venienee of travellers, and to which T have already referred.

Continuing our journey, we pass o very unattractive looking native fown,
called Bhuddeshur, Tt is, however, an important and extensive mart for
grain, and appears to be both a busy and populous place. About twelve
miles further, on the same, or western, side of the river, we next gain sight
of the French settlement of Chandernngore, where the tricolour of France
woves over the tower of the government warchouses seen npon the river's
bank.

CILNH L GOR .

Chandernagore possesses very considerable historical interest, having, we
are told, been an extensive and advanced town when Calentts was little better
than o collection of mud huts. Nearly a hundred years ngo it was the scene
of a fierce thongh brief struggle between the English and the French, when

Professarship of Atheism, but the offer wus of conree rejocted "—Noles o tie Right Bank of the eaghly.
Caleutta Review, No, VL, vol, i,

1555 —The works are now i charge of Colonel Vineent Eyre, C.B., whiss lalents s an suthor znd
a soldier wre befare the world in is * Narrative of the Canbool Disasters,” sad his rocost mmergetic snd

vilunhle services in the ficld against the mutinears.
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Admiral Watson, with three men-of-war, (for which there would appear to
have been, what there now, I believe, is not, sufficient depth of channel to
admit the passage of such large vessels,) cannonaded and captured the place.
1t was restored to our friends the French in the year 1815,

Proceeding onwards, we next, at the distance of three miles, and on the
sume side, reach the Dutch settlement of Chinsarnh, which, if we have had the
good fortune to keep the tide with us for a sufficient length of time, we
probably reach by five in the evening. Here, visiting our good ﬁ-iuuda.u, the
G——"5, 1 am tempted by their hospitality to put up for the night, or, if not
hurried, for a longer period.

Like S8ernmpore, Chinsurah is now, and since the year 1826 has been,
an English possession, and was selected alike for its salubrity and convenient
locality as a military station and depdt. Besides the cantonments, which are
extensive and capacions, an English Church, and a Baptist Chapel, which are
here found, Chinsurah is distinguished for its handsome college, commonly
ealled the Hooghly College, where, at an annual cost of about 62,000 Rs., and
under a principal, one professor, and fourteen masters (six English, and cight
natives), for the different departments of study, above five hundred native
lads are instructed in all the wsual branches of English nseful knowledge, and
in the Persian and Arabie literature. Strange to say, a class opened for
instruction in the Bengalee language proved unsuccessful, and, consequent on
want of attendance, was abandoned as useless.  Of the scholars, full four
hundred are Hindoos, and (with the exception of two or three Christians), the
remainder are Moosulmins,
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The college, which is seen on-the bank of the river, was founded in the
vear 1836, and supported principally from funds bequeathed for pious purposes
by a Mohummudun gentleman, by whose name, therefore, it is properly
colled, being known ns “the College of Mohvmmud Mohsin” of whose
property our rulers are now trustees. Any excess of expenditure over the
fixed ineome is met hy government, and the scholars of the English depart-
ment pay o small fee.  The system of fee payment hias been gradually intro-
duced into all the government colleges, and, in proof of the value set upon
education by the people, with oltimate suecess, Independently of numerous
elementary schools, the government maintain eight similar colleges in varions
parts of the country, at an annual cost of abhout 453,680 Ra.—fuir evidence T
think that the canse of education in India has no niggardly supporters in the
Tast India Company.* 1 am not aware for what number of scholars
the colleges provide instruction. The establishments containing the greater
number of students in India ave no donbt the missionary imstitutions,—in
particular those of the General Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland ; of the
Free Church of Seotlund (generally known as “ D Duff's”) ; and of the
London Missionary Society at Bhowauipore, in which there are seldom less,
on the average, than a thousand students—sometimes many more.

DsiEELY iEnLulin.

Resuming our boat journey with the morning’s tide, the eye is attracted,
about two miles nbove Chinsarah, by a pair of lofty Moorish spires, or

* 1858, —The Mndrisan, or Molummadun College of Caleutts, hnd amongst its brenehes of study
s militery clasr. It will vol erente surprise thad sinee the present oothesk this elss hos been
nbolisled.

+ From an iuteresting pemphlet, * Statistios of Missions in Tndin asd Ceylon,” complled by the
Tev. J. Mullans, of the Bhowauipore Mission, it appesrs that the missionaries wmaintnin no less than 1347
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minarets, and visions of the Bosphorns—the Alhambra, or the mesques of
Cairo, float before the imagination. These—not the visions, but the renlities
—are the towers of the Imimbirah, or Mohummudun College, built and
richly endowed by the wealthy native gentleman T have already named
Mohuwmmud Mohsin.

This college is situated in the native town of Hooghly, which two centuries
back appears to have heen (in the days of their Indian prosperity) a Portu-
guese settlement of considerable importance. In 1631 it was wrested from
them, after sustaining a siege of three months, by the Moguls, under whom
it beeame the royal port of western Bengal. After the recapture of Calentta
it was finally taken by Clive, and, although, of course, all its greatness has

long departed, it is still a gathering place for large numbers of “the
faithful.”
The Portuguese little settlement of Bandel, a mile or so above Hooghly,

vernacalar day schools, coolsining 47,504 bays; together with 08 boarding schoals, contalnlng 2414
Christian boys. They albo wuperintend 126 wuperior English dsy sehools, wnd fustraet therein 1,568
boys and young men. Vemale wlueation (in my mind the enly hope for Tndin) in thelr hands embraces
B47 duy schaals for girly, coutaining 11,519 scholars; bat greater hopes are entertainid from its 102 giels’
haurding schools, containing 2770 Christinn girls,

* “Tt wes st Hooghly thai the first press ever established ot this presidency was sel up; and therr,
in 1778, the first book was printed in Bengnl,—the Bengnll Grammar of Halhed, frm Bangali types,
—the punches of which wore oot with his own hands by Mr.—aflerwinds Sir Charles—Wilkine, Sueh an
event, the harbinger of eivilisation sod lmprovement, is of feelf mough to immortulise any place, even
though all its politicn] and eommereial grestoess should be entirely forgotten."—Nufes ou fhe Right Bund
of the Hooghly. Culestts Beview,
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is the last spot of human habitation in the shape of town or settlement which
is met with in onr progress to Sooksigur, Here is to be seen an ancient
convent and chureh, bearing upon its low steeple, or belfry, in antiquated
charncter the date, [fﬁ'gg This must therefors be the oldest Christinn
chureh on this side of Tudia,

And now, having fairly quitted the busier hamnts of man, we may turn
our sttention to other objects of curiosity on the river, of which the fleet of
native boats, sprend over its hroad surface, furnish the most prominent. First
we have the bulky Oolik, or baggnage boat of Bengal, sometimes as gigantie
in size as the Putélee, and used for much the same purposes. This Inst-named
vessel is a clinker-built boat—that is, having the planks overlapping each
other, like those in a London wherry; whereas in the round, smooth-sided
Oolik and most country boats, they are laid edge to edge, and fastened with
iron clumps, having the sppearance of being stitched.

Next we may notice the cumbrous putélee (already spoken of), at the close
of its wearisome journey of three months from Furrackabad, it may be, laden
with a variety of country produce, such as rice—wheat—grain—silk and cotton,
and manned by ten or twelve boatmen,—each man—when there is no wind to
bring the sail into nse—standing up on the bamboo platform or roof, and labour-
ing at an enormons bamboo oar, full eighteen feet in length, with a hroad
round blade st its extremity, like a baker's peel, with which it is impossible
for more than one stroke to be made in shout two minutes | Tt really distresses
you to see the amount of labour thrown away upon that one dip of the oar.

Indian hoats, as 1 have already mentioned, sre nearly all intended for
suiling as well ns rowing. Oeccasionally their sails are made of decent country
canvas, but more frequently of a very course and common deseription of fabrie
commonly called gumny,—the material employed for the bags in which the
sugur, rice, and other Indian produce is packed for exportation to Europe.
Such material you may chance to have seen, and if so you will conclude that
durability is not amongst its virtues. Economy of time and labour, also,

E
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not being amongst the acquired * practical knowledge ™ of natives of the
bostmen class, they sacrifice both the one and the other, to save that
trifling expenditure in cash which would repay them tenfold in kind ; and
hence their gunny or other =il may be scen worn to such “a thing of
shreds and patches” as frequently to excite a roar of laughter ut its truly
lndicrous appearance,

The only exceptions to up country boats of any size carrying sails that 1
am sware of, are those which bring our periodic supplies of hay and straw,
which like floating ricks, may bhe seen gently gliding down with the tide,—
little more than guided in their course by the single pair of oars slowly
moving at their sides,

WAY AN ATEAW NOATH

Of all Indian eraft, however, that skim the Hooghly, commend me, for
their really grooeful figure, to the Hilse fishing-boaty, These singularly formed
boats, that from the grest length of their tapering extremities, appear to sit
upon little more than a third of their whole length, carry perhaps five men,
ond at the hilsa senson are provided with a net of about 6 feet in hreadth,
and probably 300 feet in length. The long lower edge of this is loaded with
small weights, and the upper is supported by bamboo floats, so that on being
“ puid out,” as sailors say, from the hoat, it forms a wall in the water, agninst
which the swift swimming hilsa darting, becomes entangled by his fins, and
mcapable of escape. Sometimes these enormouns nets are seen stretehing
nearly half way ncross the river, and are kept in position by the floats, to
which the net is attnched at a sufficient depth below the surfuce to prevent
its being injured by hoats or stenmers passing over it. The whole is then
allowed to float down the river with the tide, any attempt to oppose which
by a fixture would of eourse be fatal to the net. Some of the smaller,
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gentler streams of Bengal may be seen staked across from side to side for
similar fishing purposes,

When at other seasons these boats are engaged in ordinary fishing, a
net of another kind, and of more moderate dimensions, is n=ed. This is
stretched between two long tapering bamboos, which are united by crossing
each other near the thick or lower end, and mude fust to a short horigontal
bamboo that rests upon two small uprights, or crutches, on which it
turns as upon hinges. To lower the net it is only necessary to let go the
inner end of the bamboos, when the
weight of the upper is of course suffi-
cient to lower the whole into the
water. To rmise it again requires
probably the leverage and weight of
three or four men applied to the
inner ends of the bamboos.

Another and very ingenious method s :
iswith a eircular net, around the outer FHESNG SET 400 WAL PREILSG BOATS,
edge of which are fastened small leaden weights. A line is attached to
its centre, and another is loosely rove around the margin, The net is
gathered together in the hands, raised, and skillfully whirled around the head.
In an instant, as the margin is allowed to escape, it is seen gracefully to
expand like a parachute—pirouette in the air—and then to descend flat
upon the water, covering a space of probably cighteen or twenty feet. The
centre i8 kept up by the line attached to it, but the leaden weights
instantly descending, surround with the net the luckless fish as in a tent.
Those that chance to dart downwards before the mouth is closed may
escape: the rest are most probably in the market ere the day is an hour
older.

The hilsa, I may mention, is a very rich and delicate fish, in great estima-
tion amongst Buropeans, but so excessively bony as to render the pleasure of
eating it hardly & recompense for the risk of choking! The roe of the hilsa,
however, is a delicacy indeed, that carries with it no risk of dunger.

There is a third and rather singular method of fishing T have seen practised
on one of the small rivers in this neighbourhood. A hrgu shruhb, or small
tree, is carried in a boat to the centre of the stream, and there deposited.
This is staked about at the distance of a few yards by a circle of bamboos ;
which done, the men pull round it—at first at a considerable distance, beating
asmall drum, or rattling together, with equally alarming discord, pieces of wood
or bamboo. The olject of this is to frighten the fish, and drive them towards
and benenth the treacherous shelter of the sunken tree. Lessening the eircle
of their course, the men gradunlly close in towards the stakes, which they now
surround by a long net—drop the lower edge of it to the bottom, and thus
encirele the luckless fish as in a pen. A couple of men then dive, and draw-
ing the lower margin of the net together, secure their unresisting prize.
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The lesser fry of the river, such as prawns, shrimps, and a variety of
small fish, the potee, the morille, and the undwiree, n species of mullet, are
more commonly sought for by the poor villagers living near the banks, who
may be seen,—women as well as men—standing, or rather walking, up to
their hips in the water, and pushing before them a shovel-shaped hand-net,
from which, at intervals of two or three minutes, when it is raised, they gather
a handful, it magy be, of some di-
minutive fish—the hard-carned
revard of their patience,

But our water journey for
the last two hours has heen
wearisome. The flood tide at
the distance we have now gnined
is wenk, and at the present
season, of short duration ; whilst
a north-east wind has prevented
our profiting by the use of a sail.
In vain do the men pull (par-
ticularly after their fashion),
albeit urged by the promise of
bucksficenh, and equally in vain
have T smmed myself for the

eyt last two or three miles in pull-
ing the spare oar; we now make no progress, and the men must goon—that is
by aid of a long line made fast to the head of the mast, track or tow the boat
from the shore. The labour is excessive, the banks alternately high and low,
and broken, are intersected every few hundred feet by breaks and inlets of the
river, that have to be forded middle-deep; or if broad and deep, the men must
either swim the brief distance, or come on board again, pull past it, and again
land. Every now and then fleets of large boats, that need not attempt to stem
the strong ebb-tide, are anchored to the shore, and our gooning line has to
be cleared from their tall-mast heads, in which operation we are at the mercy
of their boatmen sending o man up to cast it off; or it may be, should they be
disobliging, or the fleet numerous, that my own men have again to join their
boat, and pull to a clear part of the bank. I have been a whole hour pulling
round a fleet of such hoats at a point of the river where the tide ran with
more than ordinary force, and a strong wind also was against us !

With such interruptions you may suppose that our progress is slow
indeed ; but at length eultivated banks and the operations of the plough
present themselves, snd Sooksfigur House and factory, on the left bank of the
river, gratify the sight and terminate our water journey at probably four in
the afternoon.

As it is too Inte in the day to proceed further, 1 here avail myself of the
hospitality of the place and remain until the morning. Though there may
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be no host to bid me welcome, there are servants on the spot, who, in con-
stant attendance to meet the advent of their master from head-quarters, or

BARSAGUR THCEE,

his assistants or friends from elsewhere, are quickly summoned and in readi-
ness to render all needful little sttentions, How there should be a furnizhed
house and no host, may appear a mystery ; but yon shall know more about
that when we come to talk about Factories and out-factories. For the present
it will be sufficient if 1 state that Sooksigur may be termed an out-factory,
where it is not essential there should be any constant resident beyond the
Gomastal, or native superintendent, whose dwelling is somewhere about the
factory grounds, This, however, was not the state of things upon the first
occasion of my visit there, when, indebted to the hospitable attentions of
Mr. and Mrs. H—— T found all the cheerful social and domestic comforts
of life added to and enhanced by the sweets of mofussul guiet, pure air, and
the rural aspect of the place.

Sooksiigur Honse is a neat and comfortable little dwelling in the midst
of very pretty and cultivated garden ground, which is surrounded by lofty
trees, and adjoins a small village inhabited principally by fishermen, from
amongst whom the inland steamers take their first pilot when proceeding on
their upward jowrney.

But Sooksiigur, T must tell you, possesses some historical interest. The
original house was built by Warren Hastings, a8 a conntry residence for him-
self nnd three other eivilians, and for the purpose of there having an English
farm, where experiments in the growth of coffee and other productions of
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that character, could be tried in order to test the capability of the soil. Tt
was, indeed, the first property conneeted with the soil of Bengal, out of what
is called the Twenty-four Pergunnahs, possessed under sanetion of govern-
ment by Europeans. The property afterwards passed into the hands of the
celebrated Joseph Baretto, a rich Portuguese merchant of Calentta, who
lived there in great style, and nmongst other additions to the establishment,
founded a Roman Catholic chapel, and provided the priests for its services—
of course exclusively for his own family. But—*“to what base purposes”
may not all things “ come ot lnst !""—Mr, Baretto's successor, Mr. Lauraletta,
a Spaniard, celebrated for his hospitality and sporting propensities, converted
the chapel into a residence for mahouts (elephant drivers) and fighting-cocks!

The ravages of a changing river, however, have destroyed all traces hoth
of greatness and of degradation ; for not only have this the original house,
and the beautiful village and gromnds ndjacent, which then stood abont two or
three hundred yards from the bank of the river, entirely disappeared, but that
river is now fully a mile and o half on the scuth-east side of where the honse
formerly stood. Indeed, Tlearn that within the last ten years the river in this
place has changed its channel full two miles south-east of its old position.*

It is now full time to reach Mulnath, but having T think bestowed as
much of the subject upon you as your patience will approve for one letter, T
ghall reserve its continuation for another,

*Bat & few mouths had clopsed when the spot wns agnin visited —and changed wos the seene| A fow
feet of mined wall, jist orambling inlo the river, from which, when st seen, B was siteated full Ay
yurds inland, was all thal remained of Sockslignr House, which thos rapidly bad followed the fats of its
predecessor.

1855.—The river now runs above half o mile farthor south-cnst of whers the house stvod, and threatens
to turn the very eourse of the Hooghly,
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LETTER II.

Mulaath, Jawnary 1644,

Urox the first occasion of my visit to this place, when, as I have already
stated, I slept at Sooksignr, the continuation of my journey was performed
by dik palkee. This is a less wearisome mode of travelling than might be
supposed—at least to those in health—because there are so many oocasions
on which—whether favoured by the cold season, the morning, evening, or a
shady spot—a traveller can relieve its tedium by walking as f did,

Bearers having been engaged from the village for the early morning, my
baggage was sent on by Coolies, under charge of s Burkendis, direct to
Mulnath—a distance of twenty-two miles. A Burkendiz is gencrally an up-
country man, of cournge and trust, employed as a private watchman, and,
whether gunrding the premises, or going o journey st night, is generally
armed either with a spear, or long bamboo quarter-staff, or, if he prefer it,
his sword and shield. At a little past four in the morning, refreshed by tea
and toast, I started, accompanied by Mr, H—— and his sssistant, on horse-
back, as far as a place called Ameedpore, about five miles on the road, where
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my palkee, which had been sent on at a very early hour, was in waiting.
From the saddle into the palkee, however, upon so fine & morning, was, to an
enfranchised spirit, too like retorn into captivity to be agreeable. So bidding
my friends good-bye, T set oot upon foot, my palkee and a train of fifteen
men in my rear, I walked about five miles further on the road, bresking the
labour of my men, and delighting my eye with the refreshing and really very
beautiful, albeit flat scenery of the cultivated plains of Bengal. Never had 1
before seen the Dafe growing so abundantly und so exclusively, Not a cocoa-
nut, nor & Palmyrs, to be seen—but dates, albeit of o stunted growth——in
all directions.

A hot sun and slight lameness drove me at length to cover, nor was
I able to walk again more than a mile or so during the rest of the journey.
The men rested but once !—at a village ealled Bellin, under the shadow of a
remarkably fine Banyan-tree, which is protected and encouraged in its growth,
it appears, by my host here. With the exception of the great tree of the
Honourable Company's Botanie Garden, it is one of the finest and the most
picturesque specimens of the banyan T have seen in India

ENTRANCE LIMWIE,

As the journey shortened, the pace of the bearers increased ; so that by
a little past two o’clock I sighted a small green cottage-like dwelling in the
distance, and was informed I had resched Mulnath, The little green building
proved to be one of the gate lodges at the extremity of the grounds; upon
nearing which, and clearing the numerons trees that shrouded the approach,
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Mulnath House opened upon my surprised sight, and reminded me of the
mansions. of old England, which we arve acenstomed to see represented in old
views of some of the country seats of our nohility.

Albeit, littlo distressed by my weight, T was yet glad to relieve the poor
beavers; when ascending the broad flight of steps of the portico T was
welcamed to n residence, the elegance, completeness of decoration, of furni-
ture and convenience throughont which, appeared to be all in keeping with
its imposing exterior, The lower story, floored with the finest grey marhle,
richly carpetted, and furnished in short with the most chnste and tasteful
materials, at once realised all that I had been led o expect of Mulnath
mansion.

Time, and its vicissitudes of fortune, have wrought some regretted and
unmerited changes in its appesrance sinee then, but the spirit within hns
known no change. A cultivated and refined taste, indeed, is not dependent
upon abindance for its exercise, and may be ns much displayed in the oottage
of the poor as in the palace of the great; so that though there may be now
less of costly magnificence, 1 find none of the essentinls of elegunoe and
comfort lncking. Mulnath, in short, has monlted not one feather of its
charms,

Mulnath House and gronnds are situsted in the district of Nuddea, or
Kishnaghur, and on the right bank of the Echamuttee river, one of the smaller
tributaries of the Ganges, having its mouth nmongst the mnumersble streams
of the Soonderhbunds, and uniting its waters with those of the Mautabangn, ot a
place called Kishengunge. The last-named river, which at its entrance is
called the Choorneo, near the ruins of an old native stronghold at Mureod-
han, enters the Hooghly ot Seebpore, about eight miles above Sooksigur.

Although the distance from Culcutta is not above fifty-two miles in a
straight line, its aspect and eharacter would lead you to suppose its locality
to be in some very distant provinee. Indeed, in the sbsence of native
servants, there is hardly a feature to interfere with an indulgence of the
imagination that the scene is European,—an impression which Mr. F
improved by removing from the immediate grounds most of the vory fiow
trees of the palm kind which he found seattered over their surfuce.

The house itself, of the exterior of which the pencil will afford you the
best conception,* is full one hundred and ten feet in breadth, by probahly as
much from the front to the rear, and contains cighteen spartments, besides
bathing and dressing-rooms ; whilst the arches benesth the building, which
is thus thoroughly dry and ventilated in its lower story, are so large, that they
have been converted into cellars, one of which, having a range of fireplaees,
affords more conveniently than the distant kitchen, a constant supply of hot

water for domestic purposes.
In front of the house, separated ouly by the cirenlar and gravelled path.

* Boe illusteution st (ke head of Letter [
T
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way, where the finishing little features of a sundial and garden seats complete
its neatness, is a fine park, containing nbove seventy acres of land, wherein
between twenty and thirty beautiful deer are browsing in happy security from
the terrors of horn and hound.  One little favoured fawn has been made n
pet of by my fair hostess, and rosms the house and visits its friends and
Kindred as it lists. Tunks, in which turkeys, geese, and ducks, seek their
enjoyment, groups of small trees of the Bibool kind, under which the deer
find rest at night, and shelter from the midday sun, and well-kept broad
winding paths, shaded by maguificent Tamarind snd Magnalia trees, and
clusters of the Bamboo, leading from the dwelling to the various lodges or
gateways and out-offices, diversify the park.

THE LAKE afD sgUubiiceT.

On the north side of the premises, partly skirted by the park and gurden
grounds, and supplying nearly all that the imagination could desire to
render the landseape of the place complete, is a remarkably fine, broad, clear
lake gracefully winding in its course for upwards of a mile and a balf in the
form of u horse-shoe. The formution of this body of water into a lake illus-
trates one of the remarkable features in the rivers of Bengal—the changes in
their course, This lake was originally a bend in the Echamuttee, the force
of its stream during the height of the inundations having in process of time
cut for itself a new and shorter channel across the land which sepurated its
nearest curves, and thus, deepening its new bed, finally left the old curve, by
scoumulation of deposit, to dry up at its two ends, and converted the deserted
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body of water into a lake. The natives distinguish a lake so formed from
one of usual arigin or shape by calling the former a bowr—whilst the latter
is termed a dheel. On reference to the little map of Muluath and its
environs (very kindly given me hy Major R. Smith, of the Survey Depart.
ment), which sccompanied my first letter, you will observe several lakes of
similar form, all of which you may fuirly conclude to have had a like origin
in deserted sinnosities of the changing, fickle river.

Nedr to the Factary, the loke may he seen intersected across its whole
breadth by a long line of hrick pillars, which, during the manufucturing
season, support a wooden aqueduct, for the purpose of conveying water to the
works from the river, with which the farther end, mnning across the narrow
neck of land that separates it from the luke, communicates. Simple ns this
olject may appear, its extreme length and tapering perspective, reflected in
the ealm blue surfice of the lnke, at the margin of which the white paddy-
birds are seen stretching, dipping, and diving their long thin necks, and all
backed by the beautiful verdure of the opposite sloping bank, and an Indian
sky, confer upon it those claims to the picturesque of which mere pen and
ink delineations, st least, can convey to you but a faint impression.

At cither side, where the bed of the lake is at the present senson entirely
dry, the aqueduct has been permitted to remain, and st this end is connected
with a very ingenious structure, the Chinese Pump, which, almost embowered
amidst overhanging trees, and altogether shut in by the dense foliage of the
garden, offers a yet greater share of claim to the pictorial,

Immediately in rear of the dwelling, extending beyond either side, re-
freshed and beautified upon its northern margin by the water of the quict
lake, is the garden just referred to, occupying about four or five acres of
ground, rich in every charm which the finest trees, rare shrubs, and the
choicest plants ind flowers, disposed with the greatest good taste, and tended
with all the care which one *“ who loves n garden” and “a greenhouse too,”
can bestow npon it. His efforts have fortunately a good executive in a very
intelligent milee, or native gardener, whose little dwelling, close to the
aviary, near the northern entrance of the garden, clothed in » rich covering
of the convolyulus and elephant creepers, the guisguailis and the pancolater,
claims place amongst the picturesque objects of the grounds. The milee is
one of that smart ¢lass of men who, having served in the Hon. Company’s
Botanic gardens in Caleutta, have scquired a familiar knowledge of the
Latin nomendature of the plants,—a knowledge which he of Mulnath
never fuils to sport on all occasions of inquiry respecting the plants under
his charge.

My kind friend regrets that T did not arrive a month enrlier, when eer-
tain beautiful creepers, that literally shroud some of the tall trees of the
avenue which skirts the east side of the garden, were in full bloom: but
beyond this, T ean imagine Little wanting to complete the full measure of
charms belonging to an Tndian spring.  To the poor around, who are poorly
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clothed and poorly housed, it is winfer; but to the Enropean, surrounded by
the bounties of Heaven and all needful comforts, it is  ethereal spring,""—a
spring, let me tell you, presenting no mean rivalship even to yours.

TEE ATIANT.

Imagine it early morning. The sun—whose cheering warmth is now
wooed by the poor, and rather courted than shunmed by all—has just risen,
and beguu to throw those  lengthened shadows ™ which, uniting the varied
objects of the scene, coufer so much of that beauty which artists eall
“breadth of effect’” over the landseape. Two saddled horses are st the
door, and T am invited to a ramble about the grounds.

But, first of all, —with the gentle Cowper,—

lelu!‘l

With sight of animals mjoying life"
feeling “their happiness augment his own,”—some bhundreds of little
pensioners on his bounty claim the attention of my companion. A flight of
probably two hundred snd fifty pigeons, that have their undisturbed und
spacious dwelling on the roof of the cook-house, or kitchen, about one
hundred yards from the house, are advancing like a clond, or suddenly
dropping from the cornice of the house, where they have been patiently
waiting the feast, sworm on the luwn around, and nearly envelape the little
man that tends them. One could almost envy the fellow the privilege of so
much confidence, Next, the deer, headed by the holder bk, timidly and
eautionsly approaching the trough, where one keeps watch while the rest
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feed, receive their morning’s supply of grain. Then the rabbit-huteh is
visited, and the jemadar, or khansaman, receives some fresh instructions for
the comfort of the timid inmates ; or of the various fowl, rare or domestic,
that rove at pleasure the spacions grounds ahont.

tuT ETREER, £,

Now—after satisfying our curiosity by measurement, that the young
bamboo really does grow six inches in twenty-four hours—we mount, and
accompanied—it may be, on his pony—by the gomashtah,
or head superintendent of the factory, who wishes to
show master some neighbouring fields, which he thinks
merits early attention at the approaching cultivation, we
trot out of the park. The morning is lovely. With all
the brightness of an Indian day, however the air is as
sharp and bracing as you would be likely to desire it.
Quitting the road, which for sixteen miles leading to the
muarket town of Chogda, Mr. F—— has rendered a
sheltered path to thousands of poor pedestrians by having,
eight years ago, planted Toon-trees throughout its whole length. We pass
through the picturesque village of Pinchpotha at the head of the loke, and
out into the open cultivated fields, many of them lovely in their green
mantles of the Moisues and Sursar, or linseed and mustard crops, the
preity little purple flower of the one beautifully harmonising with the
rich yellow bloom of the mustard plant, amongst which it is sometimes
seen mingling. This, like the poppy amongst the corn, is an accidenta
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cirenmstance, the seed of the one having become mixed with the other
at the time of sowing. Both these plants are generally sown m the

TRE TILLAGE i FIMCEPeres,

month of October; and whilst the mustard is cut in December, or during
the present month, the regular crop of linseed is not gathered in till
about March.

LLLEINE RS
The Tobaceo plant, also, which is exten.
sively cultivated all around Mulnath, the

Huldee, or Turmeric
bright green
on its slender twigs, are now
in full growth, and ready for
cutting. In- T deed, the ga- Mt
thering of the tobaceo has already commenced, of which we have near evidence, '

plant, and the
chilli, pendant

BIMEEEL; OB LINSEED.
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for the people of the nearest village, its cultivators, hoving plucked the leaves
have very mnlly, for better security sake, spread them to dry inside the park

! . grounds: but, 1 suppose, they know the
; }hmr‘tnfﬂwmm,mdm"sak]vm
] to him."”

Now, the very horses,
snuffing the invigorating at- 275
mosphere, sre impatient at ==
restraint, and we go off at
a delightful canter, thread-
ing the mazes of a little Awhorn FinrEs.
parrow path, about twenty inches in breadth, that divides the
various fields of ripe tobacco, the golden mustard erop, or the more
sober-hued Urhur, a species of pulse, extensively used in the diet of the
natives; or at once crossing a dozen of other fields, some ploughed up, and
gome from whenee the Jeel, ar Sesame plaut,
an Oil erop, sown in August and reaped in
November, has but lately been cut, we meot
the gomashtah who has gone by some much
nearer route.  Reining up, a few minotes'
conversation settles the question of the field,
and at the same time the petitions or griev-
ances (to which there is ever a willing ear)
of some poor peasants having also been at-
tended to—either settled on the spot ar
referved to the office—we canter back in
the direction of the north side of the lake,
and approsching a eollection of huts, sud-
denly ride up a bank, and through a cluster
of bamboos, into a pretty-looking village,
where, to my surprise, on the first oceasion
of my visit, out swarmed from a long hut,
or school-room, about one hundred little
dark wrchins, with pens and palm leaves in
hand, and the school-master at the head, to make their sulim to the Sahib,
their friend and patron,

My host, 1 find, is one of those ** Roger de Coverley ™ sort of persons in
his principles of kindly relationship towards those about him, that believe the
hond of servitude to possess s mutunl covensut—some little obligation, in
short, on the higher party beyond mere payment of wages; who, belioving
that Providence did not place him in his present position merely to make
indigo, and burthened with a conscience, fortunately finds the indulgence
of its dictates not a mere duty, but a source of the highest pleasure. The
little assembly we have just seen is a school which he has established for

TR Rl
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elementary instruetion, in the vernnenlar, of the children of the labourers
employed in the factory, and resident in the immediate neighhonrhood.  The
little fellows exhibit considevable sptitude for learning, and, if 1 may judge
by the happy expression of their faces, no less pleasure in its sequirement.

THE STiNLEA

We now proceed towards the house, and entering the gronnds from the
rear, or north-east side of the lake, dismount ot the stables, the thatched and
rustic exterior of which covers a substantial building of brick and wood,
containing a double line of comfortable stalls for sixteen horzes, six of which
only are at present oceupied. These having been duly seen, petted, or in
some way cared for, we walk (for probably fifty yards further) along the
shaded path that leads by the river side, and enter a large well-raised brick
and timber building, with thickly thatched and ventilated roof. This is the
male ward of Mulnath Hospital, which my good host projected and built,
partly at his own cost, in the year 1842, Having done this, he applied to
Government to aid in its support. This the Government agreed to do by sup-
plying medicines gratis, on condition of Mr. F——'s undertaking by guarintes
to meet all other expenses, inclusive of half the salary of a native doctor,
Government consenting to pay the remaining moiety. To all this Mr. F
pleged himself, and no further time was lost. The services of a native
assistant surgeon, on recommendation from the Medical College of Calenttn,
were obtained on a salary of one hundred roopees (afterwards incressed to
one hundred and fifty) per mensem. The Honourable Company supplied
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medicines and surgical instruments, and the hospital apened its doors to the
sick poor of a population, on the Muluath property alone, of full two

.‘.i_H—-ll'-k-—“ *'*w"}""
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hundred thousand pessantry! When T tell you that up to this time the
nearest hospital aid on one side was in Caleuttn, fifty-two miles distant south,
and on the other at the station of Kishnaghur, thirty-two miles north, -le
will be able to imagine the blessing thus conferred upon the poor aronnd
Mulnnth.

The men's ward contains twenty-four beds, nearly all of which are
oceupied.  The disorders most frequent amongst the poor of Bengal
generally, to which the peasantry around this place, despite its salubrity,
form mo exception, are fever, spleen, and dysentery. Exposure, poverty of
food, clothing, and housing, may be named as the exciting canses; whilst
their imprudent neglect of early symptoms (T may safely say, the cause of
half the mortality in cases of cholern), delay in seeking help, in short,
until their disorder hus zained an alarming head, accounts for the miserable
condition in which most of them are found when entering the Hospital.
Surgical ¢ases also, of very considerable magnitude too, sre frequent ; and
in this department, the skill of the English-taught doctor more particularly
elivits the confidence and wonderment of the uneducated natives.

About twenty yards further on we come to the women's ward of the
hospital ; at one extremity of which, partitioned off by a sereen, the worthy
and skilful doctor, Deenonnth Dhar, who generally meets us in his morning’s

L]
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round, has his little laboratory, or compounding table, hooks, instruments,
and other material pertaining to his professional duties,

WL, — WO WA,

Dr. Deenonnth Dhur, who was a student of the Caleuttn Medieal College,
and served for some time as native nesistant surgeon in the Buttee territory, is

HRTOR DEERUNATH DATE,

o very pleasing specimen of the educated
native. He has not become o Christinn, hut
hie would, 1 saspect, not he found very far
from it, if not surrounded by those tram-
mels by which all Hindoos are fettered
in their social condition. As it is, how-
ever, his good sense and enlightened views
upon most motters, enalile Lim, without
offonce to his more orthodox friends, to
see the grosser errors and superstitions of
his father faith, and to avoid at least its
extravagancies in his own practice. This,
I believe, may be said to be the midway
condition of half the educated natives in
Calenttn. Few people, indeed, can ima-
gine the ordeal which a Hindoo convert to
Christisnity hos to undergo.  He becomes
both an inflictor and an inflicted ; and, if
of tender heart, must needs feel far more
distress at the pain occasioned, it may
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be to aged parents, by his, in fheir opinion, outrageous apostacy, than by
all the persecution he himself may suffer at the hands of enraged and zealous
friends and kindred.

Now, with varied little expressions of eomfort and encouragement to the
poor patients around, which my companion’s familiarity with the Bengulee
language, (to those surrounded by the peasantry of the land, the most
important of the vernaculars), so well enables him to afford,—we turn our
steps towards the Factory, and there leaving Mr, F to the duties of his
office, avound which o erowd of officials and others ave waiting his presence,
I retrace my way to the house, and with my sketch-book stroll out into the
fields, where, scated on the grass, the lenient sun permits my remaining,
fearless of his beams, though protected only by a white covered cap, until
full eleven o'clock in the forencon. Then returning, T rejoin my host at his
office, from whenee, after n visit to the Bakery (for you may suppose all
domestic wants of this character are provided for at home), and s request to
the skilful little baker to indulge us with a hot roll or so by one o'clock, we
enter the garden, where, directing our steps to that portion exclusively
devoted to kitchen vegetables, nn examination is made of the success of its
varied European exotics, the potato, the cabhage, the cauliflower, and, in
short, nearly all the usual productions of an English kitchen garden, which
are thriving excellently ;——but,—oh dear"me | —what havoe is this? The
mischievons deer, forgetful of their usual seclusive and retiring habits, and
clearing at a hound railings and palings six or seven feet high, have in the
night been here, and destroyed 1 know not how many thriving and aspiring
props of green pens! Well, albeit, the remedies are not past “ the griefs
are ended ;" the fence must be repuired and raised, and some summary
punishment inflicted the next time upon the mischiovous intruder—if
canght.

We now enter the house—bathe, dress, and prepare for—breakfast !
Yes, such nre Mofussul hours—or, if you prefer it, such the name given to
the mid-day, and by far the most aceeptable menl (for it is now one o'clock)
common in Mofussul, or ut lenst in planter life, The fact is, that an earlier
hour would not, as a regularity, suit o planter’s habits. He is frequently in
the saddle from daylight until ten, eleven, and twelve in the day, and to take
more than the customary and delightful cup of tea or coffee, with a trifle
of tonst or bread and butter, which at five or six in the moming are
invariably prepared, would no more be fitting to the stomach before a hard
ride of fifteen or twenty miles, than could such a meal be any suitable repre-
sentative of the substantial repast which is invariably charscteristic of an
Indian breakfast. In five cases out of ten, however, it is probable that a
planter’s own breakfast partakes more of the charnoter of a tiffin or dinner.
A keen appetite, after hard exercise, induces him to substitute the beverage
of Bass or Allsop for that of Pekoe or SBouchong, which, however, where
there are ladies or guests, is of course, prepared.
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Domestic stores or provisions in planter life you may suppose are
generally managed much as in farmer life in England,  Live-stock is kept
on the grounds, which also furnish o large proportion of vegetables ; whilst,
at stated periods a servant is despatched to the city, which is indented on for
such delicacies and requisites as neither the soil nor the country are eapable
of furnishing. In many eases, where there is either want of management,
convenience, or means, which is more particularly likely to be the case in out-
factories, where probably bachelor-assistant planters reside, live stock is
confined to ducks and fowls, which, with such variations only as their
servanis’ skill cun produce in the mode of cooking, form their invariable
animal food. 1 have heard planters jestingly declare that they were ashamed
to look a fowl in the face,

Probably the more weighty difficulty lies here; that as no single man
could eat a whole sheep—and in & warm elimate meat will not keep, during
at least eight months out of the twelve, more than o day—it would be a
monstrous piee of extravagance to sacrifice a whole animal to obtain one
meal. The residue could not even he applied usefully by “ giving to the
poor,”” for neither servant, unless possibly, one man, the low caste sWeeper,
nor needy peasant would touch it. It would literally be thrown to the dogs.
To meet this difficulty, therefore, some planters residing cither near to a civil
station or to each other, form what is called a “meat clab,” A sheep or
whatever it may be, is killed npon certain days of the week, aud the joints
are distributed nmong the subscribers.

Mulnath, with its spacious grounds, perfiect management, and fine flock
of carefully tended sheep, is independent of this necessity for its supply of
mutton—and consumers are seldom lacking—but the article deef offers
difficulties of another character, and can only be obtained here, as in all
small communities or settlements—inclusive even of Chandemnagare, Chin-
surah, aud others near Calentta—by recourse to the city, or some adjacent
civil station. The slanghter of an ox amidst a Hindoo population, whose
good will it is an object with the planter to conciliste, and more particu-
larly when the head servants of the factory are probably all Brahmins,
would, to say the lesst, be offensive to them; and in the event of the
Zumeendar being a Koolin Brahmin, the offence would be so cappeid that,
independently of good fecling in the matter, prudence would not warrant or
approve it

As to fish, though lacking the delicacies of ihe Tupssee muchlee, {or
mango fish,) the Bhektee and Hilsa, or (sable fish,) of the Caleutta muarkets,
which, however, are not wanting where there are large tanks wherein to hreed
them, the lake here furnishes a supply of several kinds of a small character,
in particular the Kursools, a species of mullet, which is very palatable. But
the present is the worst season, generally, for this almost invariable accom-
paniment to an Indian breakfast table. The rivers are all low, some almost
dry, and the supplies, therefore, are propartionately scanty, both here and
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elsewhere ; for, although there are at the present time fewer allirntors—
(which you must know abound in the river here) the same cause which drives
them from their accustomed haunts—secarcity of water—diminishes the stock
of fish also,

Breakfust over, the morning papers, which arrive from Caleutta by eleven
o'clock of the second day, discussed—for a while (unlike city habits) all
generally becomes quiet as night about the factory house. A morning’s ride
on two or three horses, of probably twenty—possibly thirty miles (far from
an uncommon distance,) can hardly be performed without fatigue to the most
powerful, and an hour's rest is not less acceptable to recruit from past labours
than to prepare for fresh—those of the mind and the pen.

Onece again joining my host in a walk throngh the delightful garden,
we repair to the factory, where, upon my first visit, a new surprise and gratifi-
cation met my view. Entering a long room adjoining the office, and forming
a spare division of what is called the © drying-room™ the use of which you
will understand by-and-bye, duly bung around with several large maps and
other educational appliances, I found myself in the busy hum of a school
room, where upwards of sixty very respectuble looking lads, children of the
ueighbouring natives, of the better classes, were receiving an English
education, little inferior in its extent to that fmparted at the great institutions
of Caleutta. This is another of my excellent friend’s quiet means of uniting
personnl gratification with the good of those around him. For upwards of
six years the affuirs of the school, dependent almost entirely on Mr, F—'s
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support and encouragement, prospered beyond what might have heen supposed
even probable success. The services of a clever ex-student of the General
Assembly’s Institution, had been obtained as schoolmaster, on a salary of
sixty roopees per month, a residence provided for him on the premises, and
the number of pupils at one time amounted to upwards of one hundred boys.

Alas! that the blight should have fallen on so fair and promising a field
of fruitfulness. The unhappy disruption of affairs here, I have already
referred to, threw everything into dismemberment. The very hospital was
threatened with destruction ; it survived the shock ; but the school, deprived
at once of all means of support, ceased to exist, and the benevolent project
of its founder seemed for ever to be destroyed. T have been greatly pleased,
however, during my present stay, to find that by aid of the like indefatigablo
spirit that formed it, there is a likelihood of its resuscitation. The return of
the master of Mulnath was not, unhappily, accompanied by a return of those
means that could restore things to their former condition ; but, a beginning
can be made, and what will not an influential mind and a good example do!
Already some thirty of the scholars have regathered together, and the worthy
doctor, our friend Deenonath Dhur, eatching the spirit of the place, to his
great credit be it spoken, veluntarily devotes two hours every day to the
duties of schoolmaster. His reward will be better than gold,

Having spent, probably, half-an-hour in the school room, I now leave my
host to the afternoon duties of his office, and whilst he is busily engaged in a
task of pretty voluminous English- and Bengalee correspondence against the
evening post, for dispatoh to agents and assistants, and listening to about an
equal quantity directed to Zumeendars (landholders), gomashtahs, and other
native officials, which his own assistants have prepared, after dictation, for Lis
signature, I may as well take the opportunity of mentioning what particular
duties devolve upon the planter st the present time. This muy be briefly
done; for as they consist of the dull affairs of money and ncoounts, 1 shall
find little of an entertaining character to dwell upon. I may observe, how-
ever, that whatever holidays the Planter can afford himself can only well be
taken at the present season. Combining business with pleasure, he visits
Calcutta, where probably he manages to arrive in time for a Christmas or
New Year's dinner, and meeting with his friends ; and where also the pro-
tluce of his past season’s manufacturing having been sent down before him,
he endeavours to effect favourable arrangements for its sale. He takes the
same opportunity of transacting all necessary business matters, private and
official, settling tradesfolks’ bills, and wrranging accounts with agents and
others for the past and coming season. This done, he returns to his factories,
and there his time is occupied in settling aceounts with the Byuts for the
past year, and making advances for the eultivation of the present,

Beyond this,—as to how a planter may occupy his time, how fill up the
leisure permitted him at this, or any other period, (and there is frequently a
great deal), I have already had some opportunities of shewing you, and may
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have more, Truly, considering the position of a planter, T do not know of
any, indeed, upon which a greater amount of responsibility rests, or wherein
80 vast an amouut of good and evil ave in the dispensative power of a single
individual,—malking him, in short, a blessing or a curse to the land, and the
multitudes of people by whom he is surrounded. It is not that he ean
perform miracles. Tt is not that by magic he can clovate the eondition,

THR BCUGGLMASTERE PWELLINE,

or transform in an instant the whole character of the people about him.
None better knows than does a planter what favouring showers—what genial
suns—what eare—what choice of soil—what weeding, and what watchfulness
are needed to bring to fruitful maturity one grain of that seed on which his
hopes depend.  Are the human aud uncultured mind and heart more plinnt
than o grain of indign? The mission of the Earopean to Indin was not
to find a highly principled, educated and enlightened people, but to aid in
making them so. 1t is not that by any immediate act of his he can confer
judgment, or honesty, or truthfulness, but that by his own strict and
consistent example of honourable and generons conduct, and his superior
intelligence, he will nequire and exercise that influence over the minds of
the thonsands around him which, thongh it may not begef principle, at least
discourages the abuse of it, and by practical results convinees them that
“honesty is the best policy,” and ignorance the mother of want, The
supreme government itself exercises not a hundredth part of that influence
over the conduct and happiness of the poor of this land that is in the power
of an indigo planter. In direct proof of this, indeed, and of how that
influence, of which you have seen the direction here, was exercised eighteen
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years ago, not ouly over those immedintely connected with a factory, but the
inhahitants of a part of a distriet, I have lately seen gratifying documentary
evidence,—evidence alike of the good which a wingle individval can produce,
and of the right spirit in the Government which induced an official acknow-
ledgment of it.*  Assuredly, if a man have the heart to do good around
him, the field is wide for the indulgence of his wishes nnd ngenuity. Thers
is no difficulty in discovering the how and the where.  But without any help
from invention, the actual duties of his position—those arising from  his
connection a5 a kind of lord of the manor, with the host of poor around,
will be sufficiently obvious, and best suggestive of those of a voluntary
choracter.

Coneeive, for example, the influence, for good or for evil, of o person in
the position of my host in this place, and of his responsibility, not only to
those amongst whom he lives, but to his country for the impression his
conduct must ereate upon so lnrge a body of people. The populstion attached
to the Mulnath concern, which collectively might be termed a district, is
estimated at abont 200,002 souls| To this, the population of another, the
Kutgnra concern, must be added, inereasing the number to little short alto-
gether of two hundred and eighty thousand.+

Now, have the bulk of these poor people, think you, any kunowledge of
our good Queen Victorin—of the Governor-General—the Honourable Court
of Directors—the Supreme Council—the Chief Justice—or hitherto, even
the Magistrate of their district? No more than the pitmen of Sunderland
have of the Umeer of Caubool, or the Willee of Kholoom or Balk |—Yes,
they may have heard of the magistrate, certainly, he who lives ut the distance
of thirty-five or forty miles, in the midst of a district embracing an area of
three thousand square miles, containing upwards of a million of people; and

* The document referred to, containiug an extraot from ibe Commisioner's Gonnenl Pulice Repart to
Government being s atrongly Mlnstrative of what bus been sdvanced, tempts quotation. Tt soknowledges
the Improved stale of a particular part of the Nuddes district, since certuin faclories belanging to Messrs,
Hills sud White kad been ploced in ehurge of M, J. P—— and goes on (o states—

*“18.— The late officinting magistrate, Mr. Hallott, communicated to me pemonally that since this
youug gestleman bal beeu flied where he wow §s, he bod by lis mildoes of muuner and integrity of
conduet, 80 much eoucilisted the regnnd of the ustives about him, that ooplaints in this :uurr.,' whirh
previons to bis nrrival were pomerous, had sow cessed. T fact, guiciness and peses bod succesded to
turmoil and troukle.

19.—1 havn been led to mention the above, beeause it tunds fo show how much good or evil may
result from the wnresirained seiflement in the oountry of Eoropean Beitish subjects, and beensss §i s
particularly gratilying to my feelings to bring to the notlee of Gavernmeni one whose good - oonduet
hins peoduced sueh beosficinl wifocts within the spheee of his infosmoee,™

T The Muloath eoncern inchules the fullowing factocies —

Mulnnth, dyvpour. Chaniurees, | Moosulilne 105,078 | The Knbgsra eoncern
Bagulangnh. Besupoal. Barugurea. ’ Hindoes ., 91,1140 | includes six fartories,

Pimpleburriah,  Doorgapoor. Hauoghly. e Hha

Bhvwanipare. Greutta Pespraguches. . E04L002 ML“ I i s ﬁ'?:?
Chattapottah. Dooma. Mirznpare. Avernging u little more o .__'i
Boocha Kalee,  Roodapoor, than five to & honse, 73,830
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if they form any conception of him by his representatives, or delegates, the
darogn and his police myrmidons, whose visits they regard and dread as
those of banditti, they must flatteringly suppose him to be some monster
Sawney Bean, or Robin Hood—a levier of blackmail on the poor and
helpless |

Of Inte, however, I am happy to be assured that some of the magistrates,
during the cold season, generally take a tour through the district, in order to
fumiliarize the people with them and gain their confidence. This is well ;
but, surrounded by their Umlah, or officials, and police followers, it is
believed that the poor are at present kept at as great a distance, as thongh
the magistrate had remained in his Cuchary.# No,—to be known and useful
to the poor natives, people must be amongst them, as the Missionary and
the Planter can be, and are. The only great man with whom the poor
people here are familiar is the Sahib of the Neel Koteet—he who, living in
the midst of them, is come-at-able; who sees them, talks to them, whose
stirrup-iron amidst their very crops is the only step requiring veither fee
nor bribe, form nor favour, nor law process, between them and justice; he
who, with kind words and equally kind actions, encourages their confidence
and wins their gratitade, and by the equity of his own conduet, and impar-
tiality of his judgment in deciding disputes amongst themselves, cements
their attachment and respect, and confirms his authority. Indeed, ss
tonching his medintion in their own affairs—in all matters oot VETY SETiDNs,
in disputes about land—family property and violence, he may he characterised
a8 judge and magistrate, and, from his position, and opportunities rightly
applied, far more so, in truth and effectivencss, than the paid one.

My experience eannot, of course, enshle me to assert that this picture is
renlised every where, T can only say it is so Aere, and in one or two other
factories 1 have visited, where the example and authority of those at head-
quarters exercise their healthful influence. Tt enn, and it showld be realised
everywhere ; and where it is not, I would only observe it were a pity that
mun should prosper, or his fields yield their increase, who so disgraces his
country, and dishonours his responsibility as to abuse the trust committed to
him.

This little commentary upon the moral duties of my host ended, you
musl suppose evening to have closed in, when I again stroll to the office.
The lighted taper shews the work of sealing to be in hand, and a little
bustling bow-legged man, with a long staff and girded loins, is waiting to
receive the letter budget ; with which, at last provided, he trots off a distance
of five miles to the post-oflice station and village of Bongong, from whence
the Eastern post, passing in the night, or early in the morning, conveys it on

to Caleutta,
The labours of the day ended, we now return to the house, where a

hright coal fire forms no unwelcome addition to the comfurts of the evening
* Court or office {sametimes spelt Kutcherry). # Neal kibee—TIndign house or factary.
u
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dinner. This—I mean the fire—wus at one time a rare feature even in
Calentta life, though of late the introduction of fireplaces into the city
dwellings has very properly ceased to be a novelty; but in the Mofussul,
where the atmosphere at this season is probably several degrees colder,
and the building more exposed to wind aud damp, they become indispensable
requisites.

Dinner over,—the disposal of evening at Mulnath, as elsewhere, depends
on season and circumstances. At those holiday times, principally n the
month of October, when friends, seizing the opportunity, fly from desks
and offices to the delightful relief of a week’s visit to Mofussul friends,
Mulnath, you may suppose, has attractions of no ordinary kind, and willing
visitors in no ordinary number, In its former state, I have heard of mare
than twenty guests being entertained and housed under its hospitable roof.
At such a time, them, with various minds to please, the billiard-table,
amongst other sources of amusement, would be drawn upon; but at other
periods the billiard-hoard,—which like * the rod, the gun, the torf and chase,"
that form the usual recreations of most city and Mofussul gentlemen, has no
charms for my host—is unthonght of ; and so therefore, with the quiet
resources of social converse or the library, passes our Mofussul evening, and
with it all that T con suppose likely to interest you connected with a eold
weather or spring day at o Factory.




BEntof of LOCETrORs LAKE.

LETTER IIL

Mulnath, Jonwary 2045,

My present trip to Mulnath having, as I mentioned, been in some
measure connected with a sanitary object, it is but proper I should report
progress, s I think it would be doing an injustice to Mofussul life not
fully to declare all its elaims to our regurd.

After the usual wearisome boat journey, I arrived at SBooksiigur at ten in
the morning, and there found everything had been in readiness for me since
daylight;—servants, tea and toast, and a horse in saddle. So hastily partak-
ing of the temperance * stirrup cup,” and strapping a change of linen to my
saddle bow, I mounted, and with a splitting hieadache, which had been my
compamion since the preceding day, rode off. A promising beginning—
methought—for a ride of twenty-two miles;” but former experience had
not left me without hope.

The first stage of sbout mnine miles, to a place called Nuclee, with an
unabatedly racking hend, and through a blazing hot sun, appeared fifty miles
at least ;—but reaching Nuclee, 1 gathered courage, there observing the

i 3351
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second harse to be my old favourite “ Toby,”—a very pleasant animal to ride.
Toby was fresh, and breaking from the Syce’s hold, almost ere I had
mounted, went off at a pace which evidenced the knowledge that he wos
homewnrd bound. Now, (whispered hope,) this will break the headache.—As
though it bad been a fiend, however, that would rend ere it departed, the
first two miles became almost insupportable. I felt ns though I should drop
from the saddle! Summoning heart, however, T sgain arged forward, when
at the end of a third eanter—each o terrible effort—hope revived—the horrid
temsion of the brain began to relax, and pains in the head to abate. T was
in the middle of a fourth canter when, to my surprise, I came in sight of a
buggy, which with that considerstion that did mof surprise, had been sent
down the last four miles of the road to meet me.  So, relinquishing Toly,
by this time looking as thoogh he had beew dreiven through the river rather
thun the sun, I jumped into the buggy, and with a loguacions old Syee at my
side, drove off to Mulnath, which T resched at three o'clock in the afternoon
—having been in the saddle nhout five hours.

A hearty welcome, and then ‘ what woulil I eat, and what would 1 drink,
and wherewithal wounld 1 be comforted?* were answered with a request for
tea and bread.  These and a bath were all that was wanting ;—the head-ache
had vanished! 1 was as thoroughly cured as thongh I had been under
medieal treatment for & month—and Toby had been my doctor.  So you see
1 was not imtending to entertain you with the “diary of an invalid,” but
simply to illusteate the value of Mofussul life and habits, that in place of
drngs and potion substitute fresh air and vigorous exercise—* whilk (as the
old Roxburgh Laird said) are far better than o' they doctor's stuffs!”
Perhaps, also, it affords no unfuir application of o good moral, Fiad a com-
comfortahle road-side inn proffered the temptation of o resting-place, the
remainder of my journey might never have heen completed—aor my eure
delayed for a month! It is often fortunate for ns when we are irrevocahly
committed to a good thing.

Bevone entering upon the subject with which T had intended principally to
occupy this letter, 1 mmst tell you that T have just paid a visit to the civil
station of Kishuaghur; and as it furnishes one or two features in Mofussul
life T may have no other opportunity of mentioning, I may as well tell you
all T saw. My visit was but brief, and therefore but little wus afforded me
either to se¢ or to speak of.

Aninvitation to Mr, F—— and self from Dr. A to spend a day or
two with him, having been accepted, a few changes of linen and other
matters requisite for the trip, were packed up, and in charge of a khidmutgir
(or table servant) and a bearer, sent off during the might {for wont of a
railway) upon an elephant. Between eight and nine in the morning we left
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Mulunth in a buggy, and having driven the first three miles to a picturesque
nnd sheltering grove of Mango trees, we there found our horses, which had
heen sent on at an early hour, waiting for us,  Sending on the buggy-horse
to Kishnaghur by the syee, or groom, we here mounted, and with as lovely a
morning as one conld desire—a delightfully bracing breeze, and a picturesque
country, we started on our journey, and after what o City man at least terms
a good hard ride, reached Bighdangah, sixteen miles from Mulnath, st o
little past ten o'clock.

Bighdangah is an out-fictory of the Mulnath concern, where, albeit we
had no host to receive us, we found a very comfortable bungalow, which con-
tained just enough of furniture to meet all the real wants of a traveller—n
well-buit lower roomed dwelling of brick and mortar, with a thick thateh
roof, such, no doubt, altogether ns wonld have realized to the mind of the
poetic artist, Blake, his *thatched roof of russet gold.”” Here, also, the
exterior grounds upon all sides exhibit the improving taste of the ruling hand
of Mulnath. Groves of trees, planted seven or eight years ago, now alike
beauntify the grounds, and afford shade, shelter, and comfort to all about the
place.

The two servants had arrived, of conrse, long hefore us; and so, having
enjoyed the immedinte luxory of o bath and change of dress, we sat down to
a most acceptable ploin breakfast of hot tonst, eggs, and tea, with such zest
and appetite as exercise never fails to furnish,

An out-factory, 1 should here inform you, is simply a bramnch of the
greater or head-quarters’ factory. You may already have observed that the
eultivation belonging to one concern, as in this of Mulnath here, may extend
over distant snd Inrge guantities of land, or be separated one part from
another by other cultivators, which is generally the ense to a very great
extent, Hence, in either ense, you will see the necessity of so extensive a
concern being divided into separate mansgements, which are placed under the
control of assistant planters. The cultivation requires Enropenn supervision,
and when T mention that the plant, when cat, rapidly spails, yon will further
see the impossibility of the produce of a large concern being gathered and
carried to any one common centre (a distance of possibly fifty miles), even
were it convenient or practicable to earry on so great a quantity of operations
in one place and at one time. Ont-factories, therefore, are necessary to which
the produce can early and readily be carried, and in each, at the manufactur-
ing seasom, an assistant generally resides. If he be a morried man, which
for every reason is most desirable—it forms his established home; if a
bachelor, he is free to roam from place to place, as the mspection of his
cultivation, st all other than the manufacturing and sowing times, is all that
is generally required of lim.

Making Bigidangah a half-way resting-place for horses, servants, and
ourselves, we there remained for the day ; and that is the manner in which a
planter or other Mofussulite travels about the country,—mnot quite so rapidly
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as by a mailway transit, but T think far more agreeably. You must not
suppose, however, that a planter's rides are confined to sixteen miles a-day,
for when neeessity demands, no rare thing at certain seasons, they extend,
by aid, of course, of various horses, to thirty, and even forty miles in o day.

The next morning, servants and traps being sent on as before, our
travelling operations were repeated, and crossing the river hy ferry-boat, we
resumed our ride towards Kishnaghur, a distonce of sixteen miles forther.
Reaching a ferry at a place called Hanskilee (meaning the duck stream), we
there found n large bhonliyn, and learnt that Mr., H—, the well-known
indigo planter of the firm of H and W——, had just lnnded and gone
on towards Kishnaghur., So having crossed the horses, we remounted, and
overtaking his baggage elephant on the road,—whereat, taking fright, my
steed had well-nigh left me in o ditch,—galloped on st n pace which soon
brought us into company. Mr. H——, who was riding a beautiful Burmah
pony, appeared to have passed that time of life when hard riding has any
charms, and therefore the remainder of our journey was pursued at a walk,

The approach to Kishnaghur, which is exceedingly pretty and woody,
early indicates proximity to Europenn city or town abode—A benutiful
avenue of Teak trecs, shaded a remuwrkably fine smooth road, which at con-
siderable length narrows, and then passes through a native bazar, and under
one of the most picturesque and venerable looking gateways of Hindoo
architecture I have ever seen. It is a quadrangular building, or tower, now
mouldering into ruins, pierced at all sides by corresponding arches, which
ariginally all possessed gates of massive sud very elaborately thongh
grotesquely earved and studded wood. It would appear to have formed the
outer tower or entrance to the Rajharry, the palace or residence of the
present Maha Rajah Seeris Chunder Roy. Passing beneath the south arch
of this building, and along a yet extensive well-kept road, we fuirly entered
Kishnaghur, and 1, for the first time in my life, a civil station.

A civil station, I need hardly say, is so called in contradistinetion to a
military one ; and contains those courts and offices of Government with théir
functionaries, that are distributed over the land to administer its Taws, civil
ond eriminal, and regulste its revenue affnirs,

There is, first of all, the Judge, generally called the eivil and sessions
Judge, a first grade eivilion, His court is what is called an Appelate Court ;
—that is, one to which cases of appeal from the decision of lower courts are
referred.  He tries all civil cases wherein the docnmentary evidence is in the
English language, or such others, not involving claims beyond 5,000 Roopees
as are appealed to him from the inferior courts, and all cuses of ncrimi.nn.i
character occurring within his district, which probably embraces an area of
from three to four thousand square miles. He has the power of imprison-
ment within the period of seven years, over all but British-born subjects—
whose cases are transferred to the Supreme or Queen’s Court of Judicature
of Caleutta by the committing magistrate.
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This privilege so justly and dearly valued, so tenaciously guarded, was, a
few years back, when its safety was threatened by some proposed ensctment,
the subject of one of the most popular excitements perhaps ever known in
Calentta, und led to n great publie demonstration st our Town Hall—sinee
remembered as the Black-wet-Meeting. A sort of compromise was made,
The power of the judge in civil cases was confirmed, but the more important
and objectionnble clause, that effecting criminal prosccutions and personal
liberty of the subject, was withdrawn.

You may ask—why all this 7—should not justice be even-handed to all ?
Assuredly,—and “ sauce for the goose should be sauce for the gander ;" —for
which reason the answer is—let men be tried by their peers. If as con-
querars, and rulers, civilizers and teachers, we assume to ourselves superiority,
then bring up the pupils to the standard of the tutors; do not depress the
higher to the lower,

For this to be understood, 1 need only inform you that the eriminal law
in use in our Mofussul Courts is the Mohwmmudan Law. In civil coses s
European may probably obtain as fair a judgment in a Mofussul Court as in
the Supreme Court of Calcutta; because, however much greater the danger
of false witnesses, he at lenst loses none of his legal or civil rights. His case
is tried by a kind of universal equity law, divested of much of the
technicalities of our Judicial Courts, and hence simplified; in which the
social usages of all partics, Christian, Mohummudan, and Hindoo, are
necessarily respected. It is not so in a criminal prosecution, in which the
Christian would lose the privilege of that much prized institute, Trial by Jury.
He would be tried by o single judge, assisted, it may be, by his Mohummudan
Law Officer.

When I speak of the greater danger of false witnesses, T refer to the
facilities which Mofussul life offers for suborning such. Independently of
the number of people banded together in one interest, there are no sharp-
witted counsel to eross-question their evidenee. The English witness-box
of our Supreme Court has, no doubt, terrors peculiarly its own.

Next to the judge is the Collector, whose duty it is to sttend to the
collection of the revenue, and to enquire and decide respecting all questions
that may arise relating to the revenue and the holding of lands. In what are
called Principal Stations there will be found a Commissioner—a gentleman
who takes precedence both of judge and collector, and has the supervision of
all revenue affairs, and also possesses judicial powers to try cases of a
criminal nature referred to him by the magistrate. To the commissioner,
also, appeal eases lic from orders of magistrates respecting the removal and
employ of native Tmlah or executive officers,

Then we have the Magistrate, who in some large districts is assisted by a
second, or what is called a Joint Magistrate. These are followed by an
Aswistant to the Magistrate, one lewrning his duties, and sometimes doing a
little work in the office of the collector, His services are applied to
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the disposal of petty cases referred to him by those offlcers. All these
are civilians.

Of the native justiciaries there is, first of all, the Principal Sudder Ameen;
in other words the native jodge. Sudder sigmifies chief, and Amem a
commissioner, umpire, or arbitrator,—an office whicl is sometimes held by
talented European or East-Indian gentlemen, possessing a thorough familiarity
with the langunge, manners, and customs of the natives—qualifications which
are of course essential for all placed in judicial anthority over a people whose
minds it is so requisite thoroughly to know before being able to understand
the value of their evidence, and the various and peculiar influences which
bear npon their conduct. The Principal Sodder Ameen is o Civil Judge
only, and in his court are all cases, however important, in the first place
tried. In the event of dissatisfaction with his decision, sppeal, as alrendy
observed, lies to the civil judge; but in the event of the claim amounting to
a greater sum than 5,000 Hoopees, the appeal is transferred to the highest
Eunst India Company’s Court, called the Sudder Dewany, in Caloutta, The
salary of a Principal Sudder Ameen varies from G600 to 800 Roopees per
month.

The Sudder Ameen is one having a minor suthority and jurisdiction to
the Principal Sudder Ameen. Iis power to adjudicate extends to cases not
involving sums greater than 1000 Roopees; above that amount, but under
5000, they must be decided by his superior. The salary of the Sudder Ameen
is about 400 Rs. per month.

The Deputy Collector may come next. The office of Deputy Collector was
an appointment originally created by Lord Bentinek, for the purpose of
bestowal on natives of the country. Hence it is in the majority of cases, 1
am told, held by them; but in some instances by duly qualified Europeans
or East-Indians, not in the covenanted employ of the East India Company.
Appeals from the anthority or decision of the Deputy Collector lie with his
own superior. Occasionally this officer is invested with the powers of a
deputy magistrate. This is sometimes a measure of ceonomy, and ot others
sdopted with the view of promoting a speedier dispensation of justice,

= The Deputy Magistrate, likewise, is generally, but not invarinbly, a native
officer.

One more judicial functionary and the Bench is complete. This is the
Moonsif—a petty judge, whose authority is limited to snits for eluims within
300 Roopees. If above that sum, the suit lies in the Court of the Sudder
Ameen, aud appeals, also, from the judgment of the Moousif, are made to
that officer.  All these gentlemen have, of course, their courts or offices, and
several establishments of native Umlah and assistants—writers, peons or
messensers,

Though last named—very far from being least esteemed or valued by the
residents—is the Doctor, who is o military servant of Government, in
medical charge of, not only his fellow Government officials, but thc'jl.ii
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inmates, To these doties it is very probable he adds those of some other
branch of the service, as in the case of our host of Kishnaghur, who is also
Postmaster—Registrar of Deeds—Inspector of the College, and Superinten-
dent of the River Tolls. When 1 tell you that the tollage on the middle
rivers alone yields an anuual income, at o rough ealeulation, of about two |
Lacs and 18,000 Roopecs—that is £21,800—and that the number of bouts |
paying tolls is said to he about 80,000, you will be able to form some idea of |
the extent of traffic on our Tudisn rivers,

But to my subject. To the civil station, then, as the nearest and only
place of appeal, have all offences, gricvances, and disputes ocourring for
forty miles round, to be referred—so that, when to the wsual “ plorious
uncertainty of the law” and its delays, is added the yot groater evil—the
corruption of all the native channels of approach to the tribumals, you will
not wonder that the poor around so frequently prefer either * first losses,” or
investing the planter with all the powers of judge and arbitrator in their
numerons disputes, in place of the ruinons loss of time occasionsd by o
traipse to the civil station, and stoppage of all their little industrial affsies. |

ASRIATANT MAGETIATES BiSgiiow, sEENiannE |

Just ns we hwd entered the station we were met by Dr. A—— and
Mr, A » the assistant magistrate and collector, in a bogey,  The former
had mnfortunately reccived a professional summons, to attend a ludy patient
cighteen miles distant, and was, therefore, under the neeessity of commit- .
ting us to the eare, for that day, of his young friend Mr. A o to whose |
bungalow accordingly we repaired, and by whom every possible attention
was shown to us.
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Thongh one bungalow differs little from another in its external form,
its internal arrangements are of course eapable of greater or less comfort
and convenience, according to the means and wonts of its inmates ; and here,
therefore, with something of the appliances of city life available, 8 bungalow
heing o constant residence, need be little inferior, as to its interior furnishing,
to the usual * pockah hounses,” as ordinary brick and roofed bnildings are
termed in Todin.  Of this latter kind ave most of the houses in Kishnaghur,
and very neat comfortable-locking dwellings the whole of them anpeared
to be.

Kishnaghur is, indeed, o delightful place, and for salubrity bears the very
highest reputation.  The only fault T can find with 1t is that, ns a station, it
is 80 very straggling ; but as this only affords each dwelling a wider range of
ground and garden, it is barely a fault after oll. There is o handsome little

EINNALNITIE UV REN,

church, of which the Rev. Mr. Innis* is the minister, and & Government
College under charge of Professor Rochford,+ where about 400 students
receive a similar conrse of edueation to that imparted at the Caleutta colleges,

Kishnaghur also bousts a park, a truly beautiful English-like place.
The centre is o race-course, whilst plantations of magnificent Teak trees,
cultivated originally by order of Government, and the Sissoo also, every-

where meet the eye, and skirt and embower the paths, which are indeed o
succession of shady groves.

* Now (1555) the Hev. Mr. Divsan,

T Subsequently o the visit hera deseribod, 0 new college, represenled in the drawine, has Bes
3 o 1 I o . A
erecled, of which Mr. A. Smith is (ke present prineipul. z
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I must not omit to notice also the Little Dik bungalow which is here
found—the first of those staging eonvenienpes, already spoken of, with which
we have met in this Mofussul trip. The Kislmaghur hostelry possesses more

EEINAEIE COLLEGE.

than ordinary claims to attention. It has & resident host—a very eivil,
intelligent, sctive little man, whose greatest declared pride is to “give
satisfaction to bis trovellers”  That he suceeeds, is abundantly borne evi-
dence to by the innumerable testimonials contained in a very orignal and
carefully guarded collection thereof—from the brief and sober assurance of a
Judicial or other grave functionary, that—

* Mr. Pelorn, his busgalow, and servants, sre equally worthy of praise;"—

down to the juvenile, hey-day, sfter-dinner declaration of an Ensign Pop-
kisson, that—
* Puter bs & Brick | ™

subscribed to in the very poctical effusion of Mr, Cadet Brown, who deelares,

* 8a 1 will praise Peter wherever 1 go,
And alwaya speak well of his ik bungnlow ;
If 1 always gots food jost es guod ua Lo gives,
L times 1T shald get- jolly fat-—if 1 Gives | ™

The Doétor returned from his patient the following morning, and in the
course of the day, amongst other places, we accompanied him in his custo-
mary visit to the jail. Here were confined upwards of 450 prisoners—some
for debt, but the majority for eriminal offences, from the higher erimes of
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murder and dacoity, down to petty lareeny and assault. The greater number
of these men worked i irous upon the rond. On entering the great ward,
where nearly all the prisonees arve ot liberty, thongh most of them in irons,
we were cantioned to keep close together, for although o most Kind efeature,
Dr. A had not much confidence in these unhappy people.  The looks of
the mujority of them, T must confess, were not in theie favour, either as to
that intelligence which would allow of their rightly weighing a grievamee,
real or imaginary, or that disposition which would create any hesitation as to
revenge.  The murder of poor Mr, Richardson, the magistrate, in the
Allipore jail of Calenttn, o fow years back, by the native convicts thers,
and subsequent assault npon Mr. Samuels in the same joil, are sufficient
illnstrations of this,

ERFTNALIFN DA neNgALOW,

After visiting nearly eyery part of the jail, and the Doctor having
inquired into every little want or grievance referred to him by the prisoners
—tasted their drinking water—examined their rice—and sttended to sundry
other little matters affecting their comforts, we enme away.

Completing two very pleasant days, we bade farewell to the good Doctor
and our gentlemanly young hLost Mr. A , mnd commenced our journey
back to Bigddangah, which, after a ride of only one hour and a half {my
friend’s invariable enstom being to go in the last fow miles at one long
gallop), we reached at half-past nine in the morming. Pretty fair evidence
this of the virtues of Mofussal life—of the improving strength and riding
eapabilitics of one who but a week previously had token five hours to ride
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twenty-two ngles! A similar delightful and spirit-stirring ride next morn-
ing brought us, in like time and in happy condition, to Mulnath. Had I
such a country, and such rides, with similar companionship at the same
time, near Calentta, 1 believe T should want nothing but the society of those
dear to me in wy native land to reconcile me to an exile’s lot.

Now, having fairly wandered over the outskirts—exhausted nearly every
preliminary ;—having shewn you how we get here—live here—travel here,
and how time passes and may be occupied here at the present senson,—it is
high time we made some nearer approach to the subject with which I pro-
mised more particolarly to familiarize you by my Mofussnl residence and
letters,—the production and manufacture of indigo; but after all this
riding and wandering, to say nothing of being wantonly dragged into the
Law Courts and a prison, you may not be unwilling to take rest until
another mail.

THE FOST Ol 1.
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LETTER 1V,
Muloath, Februiry 1404,

Tue season for cultivation here, the earliest operations of which (prepara-
tion of the ground) generally commences in February, is at hand; and as 1
like to begin at the beginning of all things, it is o very fitting time to say
something about the Land, which must assuredly be nt the root of my
subject.

T am aware that ludies are not supposed to be particularly interested i
matters of leases—revenue—land taxes—fooffs and forfeitures, and had
been addressing vou thirty or forty years ago, might have hesitated even to
name such things; but in the present day, 1 believe T need make no apology
for saying just so much whout these matters s may be necessary to render
others, which are connected with them, intelligible.

Previous to the year 1829 Europeans were prohibited holding lands
upon lease in India. Tt was conceived to be fraught with danger, not anly
to the security and well-doing of the Government, but to the interests and
| well-being of the people, amongst whom Europeans, thus mixing, would
| acquire a power Hable, it was feared, to abuse. 1t heeame evident, however,

that the chief souree of evil was to be found on the other gitde,—in the

'imhilit]' of European planters to hold lands in their own names, which not
| only, in the words of their own Memorial to Government, ““opposed such
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obstacles to the successful prosceution of their industry as could never have
been compensated but by estraordinary fertility of soil, and clieapness of
labour,” but oceasioned a recourse to a system of fiction and concealment
(land being held by Buropeans under fietitions names—aor in those of their
servants), which was productive, as remarked by the then Governor-General,
of “frand, inconvenience, and litigntion, alike injurious to the success of
trade—to the pesce of the community, and to the character of our conntry-
men”*  In short, so far from harm resulting in the abolition of the
restrictions which had # notoriously failed of their purpose,” it was the
opinion of one of our cleverest statesmen (8ir Charles Metealfe) “ that the
existence of these restrictions impeded the prosperity of our Indian Em-
pire ;—that their abolition was necessary for that progressive inerease of
revenne which was essentiul, and that every measure which was ealealated to
facilitate the settlement of our countrymen in India, and to remove the
obstractions by which it was impeded, must, he econceived, conduce to the
stability of our rule, and to the welfare of the people subject to our
dominion.” + The prohibition was therefore rescinded.

Many disadvantages, however, affecting the security of capital, attend
the holding of land. For instance —The first claimant on the soil is the
Government, to whom a quarterly land-tax is paid, and in the event of the
strictest punctuality not being observed in its payment, little or no ceremony
is observed ; the property is advertised in the Government Gazette, and

~sold to the highest bidder. Mere carolessness, therefore, on the part of
an agent, (and, in almost ull cases, agents there mnst be), in paying the
Government dues, may sacrifice large property—vitinting every claim on
the part of the rightful owner. Again; land rented from Government is
generally in such large parccls that fow Eurapeans, singly, are likely to
have either the means or the indncement to become holders, Associntions
of merchants, or planters, therefore, are more likely to be possessors ; and
here the danger just described presents itself to each of them individually,—
consequent on the payment of the rent involving such doubt and risk,
According to the Hindoo law of inheritance & man’s property s divided
equally amongst his children.  Henee, in the event of their being numerons;
the official labour and arrangements connected with an estate wonld in a
corresponding degree be multiplied. Partly on this account, and T under-
stand, partly consequent on some ingenious evasions hnving been practised,
Government now almost mvariably refuse to grant what is called a Bhutwara
—that is, a division of the property—limiting the responsibility of the yarious
shareholders to that portion of the property which they really possess: so
that estates being thus mixed up, when any Government quarterly sale is
approaching, the different sharcholders concerned in a property become

* Resolution of the Goversment of Benal. Revenne Department, dsted 17th Februnry, 1529,
+ Minute of Sir €. Metealfe. 108 February, 1530,
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anxious as to the capalility of all the co-sharcholders to pay up their duoes ;
for in the event of auy ene foiling to do so, the whole property is placed in
the Gazette, and the other shareholders, depending one upon the other, may
thus recoive no warning at all, or an insufficient one, to enable them to save
their land. Hence parties are frequently known to send in a considerable
sum beyond what is due by themselves for the purpose of making up any
possible deficiency on the part of co-sharcholders, for the recovery of which
they have of course the chanees of fortune—aor it may be the consolations of
the Law! Concealed or forged trusts, or sales, also, may be another pleasant
source of peril—of dispate—litigation,—and lnbour lost.

Independently of risk in holding, there s difficulty in obtaiving land,
which, consequent to Huropean enterprise in indigo districts, as you will
hereafter see, has become so valuable that it is very seldom for sale,—or,
when for sule, has aequired a price discouraging to the European speculator
or planter., 1t is otherwise with the native capitalist. Not only is the
honour and glory of being a Zumeendar, or landholder, & thing coveted
and prized as giving him position and importance in the estimation of
his countrymen, but he is o dealer in land, and being “to the manner
born,"” must nsturally, in his expericnce and familiarity with his own
country-people, have advantages in his trafficking which no Enropean counld
possibly possess. The latter, on the contrary, is not o dealer in land;
for the honour and glory of Zumeendarship he eares not one fiz; it makes
of him neither & knight-of-the-shire nor parish-beadle. He requires the .
enrth to enltivate, and labourers to plough and sow it. But it is not every
kind of earth that suits his purpose, and therofore he must select portions of
Innd over a large space of conntry which, from its nature, is suituble for hLis
cnltivation. For this renson, and the fact that the same ground should
not continuously be sown with the same erop, it could not profit him, nor
the Ryut (the cultivating pensant) either, to buy or rent a whole tract of
country in order to obtain o field here and a field there, which would require
in a conple of years or so, to change its cultivation. Thus, what with the
difficultics and disndvantages of holding land direct from the Government,
and though there are many European landholders of that kind, there are far
more who lease and hold land in smaller quantities under the Zumeendar.

A perpetual lease of land held under a Zunfeendar is called & Pufnee,—
and the holder is called a Putneedar, who not only pays an advanced rent to
the Zumeendur, but a handsome price for the same. Leases are also held
for short terms of from three to ten years or s0. These are termed Ezurahs,
and the holders Ezardars, who pay an advanced rent and a sulimee, or bonus,
besides. In cither of these ways the planter is enabled to obtain smaller
portions of land,—ahout the quantity, probably, which he may require ; and
to him are all rights of Zumeendarce, and the villages therein situsted trans-
ferred.  He pays his rent to the Zumeendar, and the Zumeendar his to the
Government. Here you will deteet. a repetition of the danger T deseribed
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in reference to partnerships.  Should the principal landholder neglect to pay
his rent to the Government, what becomes of the huekless under-tenant »
It is possible that the Zumeendar may have sub-let his entire lund to s
variety of Putueedars; and in this ease, it is true that they could unite in
paying in the entire sum to Government, and deducting the same, according
to their several proportions from their next rent to the Zumeendar; but
unless the whole of them were sufficiently warned, and ready with one
consent to effect this arrangement, or the few were willing to pay for the
many, all would be sacrificed.

The landholders, or Zumeendars of Bengal, then, are principally natives ;
and here we fall upon another evil. Such is the dread which respectable
natives have of being dragged into the Mofussul Courts in matters of
litigation, and there, it may be, subjected to a variety of annoyanees
compromising that respect to which they rightly hold themselves entitled,
that T am positively sssured very few of the leading men live npon their
estates, which are thus left to the care and management of agents. This is
the more to be regretted, hecause some of the native gentlemen are educated :
and T need hardly observe, that if education has done its part at all, the
spirit in which the affairs of that class of landholders would he likely to be
conducted, were they on the spot themselves, would certaimly be an improved
one ; and this you will better understand from what may have to tell you
presently,

Thus, you see, the holding of land in Bengal is beset with diffieultics and
dangers; for here you observe the planter, and, what is much worse, the
poor Ryuts, or peasants, are at tho merey, not, in very muny cases, of
the Zumeendars themselves, but of an infyrior cluss of persons—their Niihs
or agents. 1t is just and necessary, therefore, that this be studiously borne
in mind when I speak of Zumeendars generally hereafier,

The ground, then, we will fiest assume, is owned by native landholders,
who, us I have already said, pay a quarterly land tax or vent to Government.
This tax, according to a Revenne Settlement Act by Lord Cornwallis in
1793 was, with very humane intentions, made perpetual and unaltershble in
its amount in the provinces of Bengal and Behar; but, although Govern-
ment thus deprive themselves of all benefit arising from any greater value
which the land mny possess one year over another, or any general improve-
ment in its soil, productions, and value, which has been very great, they confier
no benefit whatever upon the millions who labowr on it The advantage ix
all on the side of the Zumeendars, who, as the tax is not heavy, are seldom
oppressed by the burthen even in bad seasons, and are therefore always
the guiners in good ones, beeause their uncontrolled exnctions upon the poor
peasantry are, I am sssured, the same under all circumstances, snd neither
regulated by conscientions equity nor benevolent eonsiderstions. T should
be sorry to think that this ndmitted of no exoeptions,  But the Zumeendar,
as already shown you in the case of the planter Putneedar, is very probably




it RURAL LIFE IX BENGAL.

pot the only person through whose hand the land passes ere the labouring
cultivator can obtain its use. Tt may be let and suh-let half-a-dozen deep ;
and as each holder in such case must have his profit out of this trafficking,
the peasant of course finally pays for all! Let mo explain to you howe.

The original ** nerik" or assessment of the villnge—that is the cultivator’s
rent for the soil, a e fixed from time immemorial, snd acknowledged by
the English settlement law, is unalterable. Now there are two kinds of
cultivatars,—the Khood-kasht or permanent, and the Koorfah or itinerant.
The latter are subject to auy rent the landholders muy choose to demand ;
the former hold their agreement from the year of settlement 1703, and
whilst they pay their rents are not legally liahle to be ejected, or to have
those reuts rmsed. Notwithstanding the illegality, however, the Zumeendar
sometimes, anid in some way, does ruise the rent, though more frequently he
relies npon other snd safer sources of profit. 1n the esse [ have just assnmed,
the last leascholder, in order to cover the excess of jumma, or rental, at
which he has purchased, and to derive any benefit from the transaction, brings
a variety of influences, social and religious, to hear upon the tenants, to obtain
from them complinnce with an equal variety of demands and extortions upon
their means. Yon almost need to be a Hindoo thoroughly to understand
this. Speaking of the conduct of the native landholders townrds their
tenants, it is said—*" Not a child can be horn, not a head religiously shaved,
not n son married, not a daughter given in marringe, not even one of the
tyrannienl fraternity dies, without an immediate visitntion of calamity upon
the Ryut. Whether the oocasion be joyful, or whether it be sad, in its effects
to the cultivator, it is alike mournful and calamitons."* This is & terrible
picture in “ hard lines,”—druwn, it is troe, about thirty-five years ago; but
1 am ossured it is equally applicable to the present state of things, The
immutability of Orientalism indeed, when not broken into by Earopean
education, renders this little to be surprised at. At the same time I am
anxious to aveid, in what 1 may tell you, appearing obnoxious to the charge
of that unjust spirit of generalising, which mcludes alf with the many, or
even the majority of a people in what may henee be characteristic of the
mazs, This is the more necessary, beeause T am not speaking from my own
knowledge, but quoting from others, whose experience, if earnestly appealed to,
might possibly farnish some amomnt of “set off” on the creditor side ; and if
one feels this eantion to be necessary in reference to o section of the people,
however large, how much more requisite must it be when there is the risk of
such remarks being applied to the “ people of India” at large. Speaking of
this, the Hom. Mr. Shore, in his admirable “Notes on Indian Affairs,”
ohserves :—* What shall we say to the attempt to generalise, upon mere
local and partial observation, regarding nations us diversified in character and
customs as those of Europe, and partially so relative to lnngunge? In those

® Mr. Sisann's Raoport on Mungpore. 15815, Popees relating to the Beltloment of Enropenns in Tndin.
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of the different provinees will be found the usual proportion of good and
bad. Instances without number may be adduced of roguery and honesty ;
hubits of impurity and cleanliness ; kindness of heart and eruelty ; morality
and licentivusness ; low cunning and chililish simplicity ; extraordinary
intelligence aud bnllock-like stupidity ; falsehood and troth ; cowardice and
bravery ; information nnd ignoranee ;—in short, of almost every quality that
can be imagined. Nay, the very same people will, under different cireum-
stances and opportunities exhibit the most opposite dispositions : So idle is
it {as Heber observes) to asevibe nniformity of charseter to the inhabitants
of a country so extensive.”® When, however, respectable Zumeendars can
teavel home, or visit their estates by frain, we may surely hope for o remedy
to much of the evil to which T linve been referring,

By the Zumeendnr then, or his under tenant, ns the case may be, the
Innd is farmed out to the Ryuts by Pottals, or mrreements, of whatever
vharacter may be determined on between them, either as to the amount to be
puid, or the mode of paying it. The rate charged is from six to eight annes
—sometimes twelve annas (two-thirds of a Hoopee, or say one shilling and
four penee) per Biggah, of which there are about three in an acret The
Ryuts farm, of course, just ss much as their means permit them; one
tuking possibly ouly twenty Biggahs, while another may rent three or four
hundred.

The Byut, in order to cultivate his land, being too poor to moke the
first outlay, must now seek the assistanee of the nsurions Muhbiijon, or native
money lender; to whom, in order to obtain seed, advances for rent, and the
various other expenses attending his little ealtivation, he immedintely mort-
goges the produce of the soil—tle crop hefore it is sown! He must be
provided with plonghs, with bullocks, and the services of nssistant plough-
men, &e., and he must fre whilst the crop grows: but to meet all these
necessities the Mubfijin gives little or no money beyond what is required for
ren, The whole system is a mere barter. Ho induces—I should say he
compels, the poor Ryut to be the purchaser of his merchandise. Iff he want
seed to sow, the Muhijun supplies it at the shamefully usurions premium of
100 per cent.  1f he requires rice for domestic consumption he charges him
50 per cont., and if hie be in need of any articles, such as clothes, in which
the Mubdijun does not deal, he makes him s movey ndvanee, for which he is

* 1850, No belter evidence of the varicly of chameler to be fotiad fn the natives of Indis oonld
possibly be obinined dhon has been affanded by the lstn Rebellion, —which bhas colibited jost sueh dilferenoes
in eomiduet s= are onturally attriboteble to thoss Gifferences of character found in the pesple of erery
nation upon the esrth; for if sothing ovuld evered the trenchery and eruselty of * Cawnpors,” snrely
o groaler or more hopoirahle eonirast coald b found than i the delity of (how men whe, sipeder t ey
tempiation—every donger—and every biss or prejudics which might le supposed, from sifiaity of country,
eaite, and fuith, to form so powerfol & bood of wnion with the mutioeers aid relels—were yet nobly
fiwitbiful €0 Lheir masiers,—and that ol o time when the power of those masters eppotred to be in extremity.

+ That is in Bengal; in the Norih-West Proviaces the Iliggah is nearly iwo-thinds of snsere.  The

word is frequently spell * Beegah’
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charged interest ut the rate of 35 per cent.; but all produce ndvances are
returnable in kind only. In some districts, however, I am told the Muhiijuns
L1 everything.#

FP(;}; t]:rl;}mnlimtiun of the erop, whatever it be, the Muhiijun, of course
gathers it in, and should any excess accrue after all advances and charges are
paid, the Ryut obtains credit at an ordinary rate, fixed by the Muhijun—
generally the market rate, or a little below it. T will suppose that he sows
one higgah of land with vice. To do so he will require from one-half to
three-fourths of a mun of seed,+ according to the vigour and freshness of the
soil. In return, 1 am told the hest land will yield about seven muns,—the
middling description abont five and a halfi—and the inferior kind three to
three and a half muns, I am here speaking of threshed rice. The paddy, or
rice in the husk, would be about double this quantity. The average of these
is nhout five and one third muns; and teking a corresponding average of
the return of grain made to the Mnhdjun for the seed, the Ryut leaves
himself only about three muns and twenty-six seers of rice, at the value of
fourteen annss, or one Roopee (say, two shillings) per mun, as the reward of
his labour. From this has further to be deducted the quantity of grain,
witly interest, advanced for domestic expenditure, and an equivalent for the
amount of money, with interest, ndvanced for rent,—and then what can we
expect to remain? In short, rice is significantly, and almost proverbially
called the “Muhfjun’s crop.” Tt appears to profit the Ryut literally nothing.
He is honsed and fed, snd nothing more.

But mark, ofter afl, the frequent result to the Muhijun; for notwith-
standing his heavy terms, 1 am told, he seldom makes much money, and
many of his class are even ruined! The fact is, that the system is so
oppressive that the poor often break down beneath its yoke, and so the
good debts scarcely cover the bad. The Ryut, possibly finding himself in
a hopeless condition, runs away altogether, and leaves the Mubdjun without
the slightest remedy.  This is declared to happen in very numerous instances;
and thus, where to such instances are added many more, in which dishonest
Ryuts have run into debt withont the intention to pay, or making any honest
effort to do so—results, by an unhappy inversion of judgment, are made to
justify the causes which produced them, and the good are oppressed to
remedy the evil partly done by the bad.  So it is that between dishonesty on
the one side, nnd o grasping, ignorant, and illiberal policy on the other,
neither party is benefitted ; and, despite all advantages of soil and climate,
industry, under what would otherwise be the most favourable circumstances,

* Mr. Shore (just qooted from), speaking of the necesity of sdvances to artificers nnidl others in
Imilis, snys =" It is precisely the same in the coltivation of the sofl.  The land b subdivided into small
portions, each tilled by its respoctive owner, who has his own plongh sod bollocks | ninctesn-twenticths

of thess wre so poor thet without perioilical wdvances nt every horvest, to proeure seed, and food to live
o till the crop is ripe, they wonld not be able to ealtivate st ofl*

1 A Fartory mun {or maund) s equal to T451bs.; unid & seer (the fortieth port) 11b. 130m,  Tn Caleutia
the Hritish Todian maund is 1001bs,, and the native Bunr mannd 530, 2oz,
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is crippled.  On the part of the Muhiljun, however, it must further be men-
tioned that he is frequently obliged to borrow money himself ot a high
interest : henee, in such cases, snother canse of his exorhitant terms in order
to cover his own risk.

With respeet to the Zumeendar, be he first or lust, oppression by him
may be exercised in a variety of ways, First—in the rate he may demand,
when no lease alrendy exists, as rent for the land; for although, as T have
told you, his masters have limited their demand upon kim, and =et o restrie-
tion on their tox, there is unfortunately no limit or restriction (except, as
alrendy explained, by legal fiction), put to Ais power in this particular over the
poor Ryuts.* Even the measuring and re-measuring of the lind may be
made a source of oppression, or the means of, or justification for increasing
the amount of rent, which the Ryut will probably endeavour to avert by
making an offer of additional price to be permitted to prosecute his labours
in peace nnd quict. Sometimes the unwillingness of the Ryut to have his
Jand remeasured arises from the fact of his being conscious of actually
holding or enltivating more than his jumma, or tenure, really represents,—a
thing, it is snid, frequent. Henee the Zumeendar's desire may be a very
nnturnl and justifisble one, :

There is another and worse source of oppression which, though it may
not be frequent, T have been assured is not by any means impossible or rare.
This i8 & declaration of arrears of balance of land rent due, perhaps, over
a series of years. In such a case the luckless Ryut's ignorance, of course,
prevents much dispute about the matter. There are the books to prove it !
The pantomimic clown's transfer of the geese to his wondrous pocket, and
the blame to his neighbour, when he “ saw him do it,”” is hardly more easy,
impudent, and conelusive than, I am assured, can be the arrangement of
siuch books to substantiate the unrighteous elaim! Or, it may be, that the
claim is not entirely false—however unjust—but is built upon some petty or
forgotten debt of a man’s father or uncle, which is hrought up nnd nourished
by interest and compound interest for numerous past years, till its propor-
tions have increased to a bulk that is ruinous.

In the event of dispute as to the right of land, or other matter of litiga-
tion, the Zumeendar must of conrse carry the day ; for, unhappily, want of
education and of right principles, renders the suborning of witnesses a
lamentably easy matter to one who has the means to pay for it. For
the reward of a few annas, men in the employ, or owf of the employ of
the Zumeendar, whose influence is always to be regarded and feared, will
swear to anything they have been tutored in! There is, however, in the
present case, little probability of this measure being resorted to; for
althongh it is generally thonght that the natives are fond of litigation,
it can ouly be indulged in by men of something like an equality of means.

* * — fhere being mo security oo the part of the Ryut that a-beavy erap may ant be the furerunner
uf & heavier rent the sureeeding yoar,"—Mjor Ralph Swyth.
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The poor Ryut must necessarily suceumb to even the threat of a “ mukud-
dumah,” or suit, Of other sourees of oppression, of a socinl, religions,
and fendal character, I have already spokem ;—sources opened by every
domestic event in the family of the grest man, sud which, to a degree that
would be lndicrous did it not provoke far other feelings, afford pretexts
for the inflietion of some imposition on the nnfortunate tenant.

Should the season turn out a bad one, and non-payment of rent be the
consequence, the process then is confiscation of all the Ryut’s little property;
but if this prove insufficient, which is very probable indeed, considering
the poverty of the men, the loss of course falls upon the Zumeendar.

As “cunning is the wespon of weakness” it may be supposed that the
Yumeendar is sometimes in his turn the deceived. Unfortunately, indeed,
there are more weaknesses than one to which this cunning is frequently
sibservient. There is weakness of principle—the natural consequence of
that weakness of mind, the resalt of ages of depression, which begets both
moral and physieal apathy—snd hence that want of honest exertions to fulfil
engngements which in the minds of Zumeendars and Muhijuns very probably
seems to justify those oppressive messures or terms which they think neces-
sary to secure them from loss. Thus it is, however, that there is frequently
s system of mutual agzression—of offence and defence; hut it is declared
thnt this principally originates in the unsernpulous grasping conduct of the
ligher party. From nn experience of more than twenty years, of these the
agricultural classes, Mr. F-— thinks that there are no people, taking them
ns & whole, who naturally would be more ameuabile to kindness, good feeling,
and justice on the part of the superior or controlling power ; but that their
better inclinations have been discouraged—warped and corrapted by the long
continuous operation of that selfish spirit which has never dreamed of bene-
fiting them, and under which they are indeed Little better than bondsmen and
serfs.  In short, his only surprise is that they are not very much worse than
they are.

So much for the native Znmeendars. T will next assume that Europeans
stand in that position ; and here, in brief, it is almost unnecessary for me to
ohserve that in such case the conduet of their affairs, and the interest of the
poor under them, must be equally st the merey of their education and dispo-
sition, though in other ways; so that you have but to remember all that
a Zumeendar has it in his power to do,—all that he may be tempted to do,—
and all that greater amount of influence or power which the education,—the
energy, and position of the Ewropean confers upon bim, to form ,; right
estimate of his capubility of being to the poor, ns already said, either a
blessing or a curse. The evils attendant wpon any system or power must
be equally the same in principle in cither case, and only greater or less in
reality as the aheence or presence of education and right-heartedness
may influence the minds of those who exercise that power. We know,
therefore, at all events, on which side we hove a right to throw the areater
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amount of responsibility, and 1 cannot but hope that we may nlso, with the
greater amount of confidence, anticipate that responsibility being properly
met.

It may here be remarked that there are many ways in which not only
Liability to—but possibility of oppression must be less under European than
uative authority, which are independent of education. If the former e
exncting, his exactions, as o writer of more than twenty years ago observes,
“are Timited to those made for the purposes of his trade.”  His social habits
and religious influenices impose none ; whereas in the ease of the Zumeendar
it is otherwise,

There cannot be a doubt, however, that a very large portion—perhaps far
the greater part—of what has been charged upon both planter and Zumeen-
dur, but more particularly the former, from his knowing less, may really
be lnid to their underlings—the middle-men,—officials nnd servants of the
estalilishment, who, either throngh admitted enstom, or imposition of belief
that they are acting with the knowledge or authority, of the master; are
guilty of a variety of exactions on the Ryuts,—the latter nnfortunates dread-
ing their power or influence to do further harm. How far it is possibile
to have a check npon this is just the question, and a very impostant one.
Whether all that might be done to remedy the evil is renlly done, T am not
competent to say ; but 1 will give you an illostration of some of the diffioulties
by describing to you what occurs perhaps duily in Calewttn,—even in the
vity,—und if’ under your yery nose in the narrow house, how much more
likely and easy in the broad field.

There is a practice, as you may know, in Indip, on the paet of servants
of tuking what is termed * dustooree” on purchases. This is a per centage
of two pice in every Hoopee (about three farthings in every shilling), on the
price of the article, or the amount paid. Every servant who makes n
purchase for you receives it.  This is known and generally not objected to.
The labour of the jowney to the Dazar, has been his, and the choice of
patronage.  There is some show of justification ; it is recognised everywhere.
Like the Jew's bond “ the Iaw allows it, and the court awards it.” You have
a poor hawker, however, called in at the door. He has trudged and carried
his loud possibly, or paid a coolie for carrying it, in the sun all day, and
profited nothing. Youn make a purcliase and pay the seller.  Your servauts
have had no more to do with it than the man in the moon; but on reaching
your spartment you hear a squabbling at the door ;—they are claiming their
dustoree, or quarreling about its division. This you think not only the flesh,
but the very forbidden blood also of the bond. In a storm of virtuous
indignation you forbid it ; and threaten fine and discharge, or annihilation if
you hear of it again. The hawker departs; you return to your room, com-
placent in the thought of having vindieated justice,—but you wist not that
the poor hawker, having gone fifty yards from your door, returns, and quietly
and voluntarily pays the doorkeeper (ov whoever else it may be) his
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dustooree | He that knows if he did not do so e would never be called into
that door again—nor permitted to enter it without some specinl summons.
There are many other hawkers more pecommodating, and they would have
the .

Now, in such an element as this, what remedy have yon further ! None,
1 believe, but to discharge the durwan, and sit at the door and ring the bell
yourself!  Just that abuse, then, which your durwan exercises over the
hawker, 1 believe every mative official, cither in a factory or a Zumeendar's
establishment, from the highest to the lowest, exercises in some Way over
the poor Ryuts, or those with whom they have the slightest monetary
denlings, who have not the courage to resist it. The whole social system of
the people, in short, is one of “mutual absorption,” inberent and as
obstinately adherent to them as “frieze to hirdlime."”

Now the crops commonly sown hy the Rymts on their own necount, nre
Rice—Tobacco—Sugar-cane—Rye—Soorsa (two kinds of mnstard)—Moos-
nea, or Linseed—Chillies—Turmeric—Jeel, or Sesame— W heat—Barley—
Peas— Kuliee— Chunna— Urrah,—and a variety of other dalls or pulse
which T shall be able to notice more particularly in their doe sensons; and
this hrings me to a few remarks upon Indigo cultivation, ns affecting the
interests of its cultivators the Ryuts.

Indigo, though ns T shall have occasion to shew yon, possessing many real
advantages, direct and collateral, is said not to be a popular crop with the
Ryuts. No doubt there are circumstances under
which this want of popularity will be aceounted for
and justified,—but if’ T had reason to believe that
this feeling were either universal or constant; if 1
had not, on the contrary, reason, from all which 1
have been enabled to see here, to regard the enltiva-
tion ns one eapable, generally, of connecting  itsell
advantageonsly with the happiness and well-doing of
the poor of the land, and not as being necessarily
appressive to them, 1 confess 1 ghould feel abont as
much temptation to make the subject af its enltive-
fion a matter of entertainment to you as 1 shiould to
be the guest of a slave-holder in Kentucky—in order
that T might pieture to you the beauty and profits of
his plantations—omitting the groans of his victims.

You will not suppose it to be my intention, how-
ever, to enter upon any critical examination of the
value of one order of culture over another as affecting
exelusively the immediate pecuniary intercsts of the
people, or of dogmatizing on & question which would
require more intimacy with the economy of Indian
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agricultural life than my personal experience can have furnished me with.
So much has been said on both sides of this question, indeed—there seems
such  ringing of changes” in the circumstances under which it is declared
to be—now one thing—and then another,—so much appears to depend vpon
seasons—loeality, and the conduct of persons, that 1 am led to think
it can only safely be regarded in o general point of view. Individual expe-
riences might produce extravagant results always likely to deceive.

The chief acousation which has been hrought against Indigo culture is,
I understand, that it has in some measure monopolised land which would
otherwise have been devoted to crops of Rice—the most important article of
food to the native of India, and which it is sssnmed he could cultivate with
more advantage to himself.

Here, a8 in all disputed matters, we plunge into half-a-dozen propositions
and inferences which, in fairness, require to be disposed of, in order to reduce
the question to its simplicity, First—partly anticipating a subject T shall
spenk of hereafter,—I may mention that there are two kinds of Rice, one of
which, from heing sown in low wet lands, never ean be interfered with by
Indigo, which is totally nnsuited to such soil. In some districts this kind of
rice is said to form nearly one-half, and in others very nearly the whole of
the produce. Secondly,—it is asserted that at least four-fifths of the lands
ocenpied by planters are, from their nature, altogether unfit for rice.  But
this estimate cannot be intended to apply individually to every district,—as,
for instance, it would be false in reference to this of Kishnaghur, where all
the high land eultivated for Indigo is equally suitable for Rice; whereas in
parts of Jessore and Dacca, where land is low, aud large alluvial deposits
oceur, Rice would not succeed in such a soil at all. What is ealled Chur
land,—that is, land formed by deposit near rivers after the periodie inun-
dntions, and well adupted for Indigo, is unfit for the cultivation of rice,
until time has altered its charncter, and rendered the deposit no longer
linhle to early inundations. Again—in high land districts, soil will not
yield a good crop of rice for more than two consecutive years, In the
third year, I am told, it will scarcely yield enough to pay the expense-of eul-
tivation. The same land, however, alternated with fudigo and Hive E’I.hi.lli.tl
no symptoms of decay for several years. This system, it appears, prevails -
throughout the Kishnaghur district.

Thus, therefore, you will observe how much depends upon locality.

We now, perhaps, come to what L believe may be termed the root ?f
the matter,—the connection between the Planter and the Ryut; and this
brings me hack to where I left the former in his capacity of Putneedar, to
whom, I informed you, all Zumeendaree, or landed rights, were ceded—the
soil and the villages thereon. Here it is urged that the Planter's lense l:rf
land gives him, or should give him, no title to the people who live upon it,
whose services and whose lund are, nevertheless, to a certain extent, indented
npon for the cultivation of Indigo, To this the mind yields an involuntary

L
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acquiescence. But we thus jump into the provinee of the legislator who
dictates what should be, and not the seribbler who deseribes what is.  Systems
and customs appear to have grown up in Indis, having had their origin in
times, and under circumstances and combinations, for which hardly a parallel
could he found in English life or history, and hence require to be judged of
with cantion and leniency; whilst, just as obviously, some little time and
patience ave necessary for that remedy and improvement which being already
manifested in so large a degree, it may surely be anticipated will continue to
progress. My present object is to show you things as they are—not what
they might be under & different constitution, such s may exist hereafter when
laws and people have undergone those mutations which, like a few moves
on the chesshoard, dissrrange and re-arrange the relative positions of every
figure upon its chequered surface. Hence, however,—referring to this indent
on the tenant, which, like so many other things, is often, 1 helieve, made
without even the knowledge of the Planter, or in excess of what he might
approve,—may in part arise the alleged aversion of Ryuts to an application
of their labour which may not be voluntary, whether remunerative or not.
But this observation can only apply to old tenants—not to new, who take
leases of land, just as an English peasant rents his farm, with full knowledge
of all its conditions ; nor, of course, to Ryuts who lease land independently
of the Planter, and yet take advances for the eultivation of his Indigo.
With these latter the undertaking must be voluntary. The Planter, however,
declares that his object in obtaining Zumeendaree rights is not so much to
obtain land as to secure the realization of his just claims from those who
cultivate it on his behalf, and with his money ; beeause, as already explained,
no crop can be extensively grown in Bengal without the Ryuts receiving
an advance of money for their lubours,—a system prevailing throughout
Indin; and when such advances are made in villages where the Planter has
no influence or authority, the whole, it is urged, may be lost from breach of
contract on the part of the Ryut, or illegal and possibly violent interference
on that of the Zumeendar. Here is another branch of the innumerable
ramifications of this almost interminable question.  The lnst-named party is
taxed with sometimes opposing, from varions self-intercsted motives, the
cultivation of the Planter's indigo, by inciting the Ryuts to a breach of
contract, or to a guarrel. Henee the Planter’s sssertion that opposition to
the cultivation of Indizo lies more frequently with the rich than the poor.
No man, 1 imagine, wonld maintain that this can be its exclusive sonrce.
To do so wonld be to sassume that all Planters were alike, and all faultless,
and that no evil or grievance ever arose in which the peasant could be right—
the Planter wrong, and the interfering party actuated by some little sense of
justice or benevolence; a state of things not likely to obtain until every
Englishman be found with cherub wings on his back, and every native with
hoofs instead of toes to his feet. The misfortone nonder which the poor of
Bengal Inbour is not merely that they should be so entirely under the control
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of those who, ns 1 have shown you, have it in their power to do them wrong, but
that their utter want of education renders them inconsistent with themselves.
Unable to read one single word or figure, what control can they have over those
with whom or through whom, their little transactions lie?—and, lacking judg-
ment and courage, they voluntarily rivet the fetters of bondage to systems and
practices amongst themselves that impoverish them, and which only a little
intelligence, unanimity, and resolution, are necessary to overthrow.*

To return to the European and his Ryut tenants. The fact—the expecta-
tion and demand that tenants, whether old or new, should eultivate a certain
reasonable portion of their land for Indigo on account of the Planter—is at
onee and frankly admitted ; but that it nets oppressively npon them, or ren-
ders their position in any degree inferior to what it was before, under the Zu-
meendar, is emphatically denied.—Here, then, is the immediate point at issue.

If it be shewn that the Ryut is a loser by the new conncction, it must
be in a proportionate degree (at all events, with the old tenants), an appres-
sion; but if, on the contrary, it appears that the advantage is greater, or
even equal, there will be none,—as certainly, it has been remarked, if the
Ryut obtains his usual profit or returns, * it matters little to him whether it
be derived from Indigo ar anything else.”” If, however, it be shewn that the
same reward, though it were nothing more, is obtained with less labour and
trouble, which is declared to be the case,—to say nothing of the collateral
advantage of assumed aid and protection from a more enlightened and liberal
minded master in the European than in the Zumeendar's Nilib and village
Mubdjjun—then it certaiuly does matter. 1 am ossured that there have been
seasons at whichi the Riee crops failing, the Ryuts have been thrown back
altogether upon their Indigo and the aid of the Planter,—aid which T have
heard of being extended, on some oceasion of a severe searcity or famine in
this district, by one firm, in loans to the Ryuts to the extent of two Lacs of
Roopees, or £20,000; the return for which was to be made partly in Rice
and partly by the eultivation of Indigo, st a more prosperous period,—pro-
bably the following year. Philanthropy, of course, must not rush in to claim
ull this as her exclusive offspring. It is instanced only as an illustration of
one of the advantages which have attended, and may again attend the
presence of the European planter, Whatever amount of business interest
may have mingled with the loan of so large a sum of money—indeed,
furnishing the means and warrant for so grest an outlay—(for cultivation,
with the poor cultivators themselves, might clse have died), it would be
an ontrage against British humanity to suppose that the dictates of duty

-“mn!ﬂllﬂilimarlllpmnFutlﬂﬂu;upiul;ulhm!lkihnhﬂlﬁnhu_dl
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money in advasiees, asd who make them sign recaipts for more thas kas been lent them.  This, with their
oWl ocemminns] waste of movey, in marringes, festivals, ke, keeps them poor. ™ —S8faf. and irig. Reporf
o the 24 Pergunnaks Districts, By Mujor Radgh Smyth, Bengat Artiiiery, Revewse Surveyor.
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and benevolence had no share in the matter, ns the period was one of
extreme calamity—in short, an inundation snd faomine, when those who
lent had themselves been heavy sufferers.

Thus you will observe how much must depend upon times and seasons.

In reference to interfevence with the cultivation of rice, my host here
observes: “The vice crops are to us secondary only in importance to the
Indigo. By their aid, six months of the Byuts' rents are paid, whilst their
cold weather crops provide the remainder. If, therefore, we pursued a
system of grasping and ruinous monopoly, should we not wash the hbridge
from under us ¥ From whence should we pay owr rents to the Zumeendar, if
by an insane and cruel line of policy towards the Ryuts we deprived them of
the means of paying fheirs to ns—or of cultivating the land on our secount?
. It is true—all planters are not alike. There are, no doubt, harsh planters,
us there are harsh masters in every ocenpation and pursuit in life, but such
men are no greater in their wisdom than their humanity, nor in their pros-
perity than either: unwilling labour is the most expensive of all labour.”

With respect to Rice,—that kind, as 1 have expluained to you, with which
alone Indigo can interfere, and which, Mr. F considers the leas! profit-
able of all the Ryuts’ erops, he affirms that the only effect which the
enltivation of Indigo has had upon that produce, hus been to incite a greater
amount of industry and care in producing it, in order to meet the inereased
demand of sn increased populstion around the Factories; and, lastly, as to
Indigo itself—he declares to me his convietion that, by an endeavour, with
common honesty and ordinary care and industry to carry out their engage-
ments on the part of the Ryuts, the cultivation of the plant would generally
be just as profitable as that of most other crops; but that in too many
instances these homest endeavours, from lack of energy and principle, are
entirely wanting, In truth, from all T can gather of the matter, there
appear to be just three things which secm to deprive them of incentive to
exertion ;—first, the blood-sucking plague of * Dustooree,” under which, well
might the poor Indian peasant exclaim with the Preacher,—* What profit
hath & man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun ¥ Secondly—
their connection with the Mubfijun—the evils of which, equally obnoxious
to the Preacher's text, T have already shown you; and, thirdly, the
system of sdvances, If the entire fruits of their Indigo Inbours had to be
received on completion, they would feel a greater amount of interest in the
result ; and devote, it is likely, more of their energies to the planter's erop,
to make the best of it; but no sooner have they received lis advances
than, “ten to one,” they must go off to the Muhfijun ; nay, it is possible his
man sccompanies them to receive the money, and to the Muhijun is every
pice of those advances very probably made over. They are most likely—
indeed almost surely—already in his debt, and have to make their eustomary
arrangements with him for supply of provisions for the year. With all his
poverty the Bengal peasant, like his brethren of the city, for whose im-
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prudence 1 can vouch, is improvident also to a remarkable degree.  He will
lay out on a marriage or festival, a8 much as would keep him for several
months, nay, for n whole year. The Honourable Mr. Shore, whose
experience, added to his benevolent and impartial spirit in all things affecting
the natives of Tudia generally, renders him a safe anthority, observes:—
“The improvidence of the natives of India, particularly of the poorer
clusses, is one of their strongest characteristics (as indeed was generally
the case with the peasantry of England, before the institution of savings
banks, benefit clubs, &c.) The men are constantly borrowing sums, which
they have no reasonable means of ever repaying, to expend in marriages and
feasts, from the vanity of having the credit of giving fine entertainments ;
and not unfrequently take advances from two or three different individuoals,
especially from the indigo-planters, who are defrauded to an immense extent
in this way."

Tlsewhere, also, Mr. Shore remarks :—* The majority of the lower orders
of natives, on oceasion of a marrisge in the family, or other ceremony,
never think of future comsequences: they are urged by vanity and the
instigation of their relatives and connections to muke ns fine a display as
possible ; and often borrow sums which embarras them for years, or even for
their lives.” So the money lender’s bill is inereased, it may be, by some-
thing of this kind, and in this way the Ryut makes himself over to the
MubAjun —and has thus “two masters.” The money he has received
from the one has gone,—and with it, it is reasonable enough to suppose, a
vertain share of interest in the object for which it was given. The other has
to be concilisted to keep supplies in order—and so there is likely to be,
whether necessary or not—a clashing of interests in the distribution of the
Ryut's time and labour. The Muhfjjun uses his influence to seeure attention to
his crops (so they may be termed), and the planter is under the necessity of
keeping three field servants to every 300 Biggahs of land to prevent neglect
of the Indigo. * If (says my friend here) the Ryuts were bonest and did
not need this supervision, how much more gladly would T distribute the
money devoted to this purpose (about one thousand Roopees a month)
amongst themselves ns extra pay for their plant, then in payment of an
establishment only to look after them.*” t
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If the profits from growing Indigo were greater, or so great as not to
require effort on the part of the Ryuts to realise them, that might be likely
enough to stimulate to more care, and to remove all temptations to dis-
lionesty ; but no marvellous results are claimed for it; they are uncertain
and variable, and 80 also are those of the cultivation of rice.  An advantage,
however, here attends the division of erops—for a season which is bad for
Indigo—as a very wet one,—is generally good for rice, and an unfavourable
rice crop, in a very dry scason, may be balanced by a remunerative one of
Indigo. The affuirs of the Ryut, as those of all agriculturists, must of course,
be subject to variation of fortune under variation of circumstances. They
are equally at the merey of the elements with the planter. A bad season
yields the former & poor erop, and the latter a seanty produce. That the
Ryuts are at the mergy of their own exertions too, who can doubit, for what
man is not *—But ean we expect poor ereatures who feed upon boiled rice and
a serap of fish to have the unwavering energies of the full-blooded English
peasant, who washes down his bacon, eggs, and greens, with a pint of porter
or “ home brewed "' Not till the dormouse yokes with the ox—or work-
house starveling—

* Shakes his ponderous lince snd broves the dresd of Treoy ™

An Indian sun, and an Indinn shower are not pleasant to sit weeding under.
I= it wonderful if men are found to shirk them *—1 am assured, however,
that there are very many Ryuts who, honest and industrions, seem nlmost
invariably (the casualties of season of course excepted) to be successful in their
Indigo cultivation ; and others almost as consistently to be the reverse,
Assuredly, the character of the natives of Bengal (and here I speak from
my own experience) is n strange inconsistency. Indifferent, slow, and
apathetic in their ordinary duties, they will yet, wnder excitement, either of
necessity or reward, out-do all others, possibly, in the sccomplishment or
endurance of things of ten-fold greater magnitude or labour, The man who
will take two hours to go an errand, or perform some trifling task which a
European would do in ten minutes, and want a Motiya, or porter, to carry an
insignificant parcel that may be given to him, will, on getting leave to go to

be ™ No work no vieteds,*—the efeets e much wirse where the system of aelvances s i fosse s wnd in
Indis oo immense number of wnits e preferred, of & natare which in England are seareely k own, and
that, ton, withont supposing any intentional reguery ou the part of those who sre employsl.

Bat, unfortnnately, there is e scareity of & dishonest proportion of the people in Tuilia, suy more
than in any other country. Many arfiflcers amid culiivutors will deliberately take sdvances without any
intention of performing the stipulated work : others receive woney from two or three soployers st once,
althongh thry know that they will not be able Lo fulfil (helr engagements ; and | am sorry to say ibal this
spirit lne ocensionally been fostered by Eoglish merchants and Inidigo planters, in their anxiety to promote
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of the prople.”"—Notws om [sdisn affirs By the Howouwrable Frederick Joka Shore, Judge, §v.,
Ferrurtbutud.
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* his country,” shoulder his bundle, and travel a journey on foot, and in a period
of time that would surprise you. Look at the poor rice-fed peasants who carry
you a dilk journey. T should like to see a dozen or sixteen Englishmen, not
trained for months previously, four of whom st a time, changing every half
mile or so, would take up a palkee, in itself weighing about 400 pounds, and
with a gentleman of prohably thirteen or fourteen stone weight inside it,
trot off o distance of twenty-two miles without stopping! A planter, also,
tells his servants in the evening that he must be at such a station, or factary,
sixteen miles off, the next morning, He nises at five o’clock—eanters off on
horseback at =ix, and on reaching his destination finds his servants there
before him,—cooking and preparing his brenkfast!  They have walked there
in the night,

But to return. No one dreams, I believe, of Indigo making the poor
Byuts' fortune. Poor they are at the hest, and poor they will remuin, T fear,
until by great moral, edueational, amd other changes, towards which Planters
themselves are the most bound to contribute, the condition of the whole body
of the people be raised ;—then, indeed, they may have semse to abolish
extravagancies—courage to resist impositions that impoverish them, and
enlightenment enough to understand some of the simplest principles and
maxims in human conduct and affuirs.  All that appears claimed by the
Planters themselves is that the Ryuts under them have, in some degree, gene-
rally improved in their condition, and not retrograded ; and that a variety of
sdvantageous circnmstances, sometimes experienced in 8 marked degree,
attend the connection with the factory and the cultivation of Indigo.

Dioubtless if the returns of the Planter were sure and uniform, those to the
Ryuts would be improved ; but the risks are extremely great: a few showers
too many, and a Linc of Roopees may be gone in a day!—or, on the other hand,
too few, and nearly equal loss is oceasioned. The Planter, however, declares
that he is as liberal as circumstances permit him ; and, in the district around
here, points to the fact that whereas ot one time the Ryut was paid only one
roopee for ten bundles of plant, he is now paid the same sum for four. But
the wasting canker of * Dustooree’ yel vemains; and until that abomination be
removed, the Planter will be debited with the odinm of loss arising from the
extortion of his servants, und the capabilities of the erop to benefit the culti-
vutor never fairly known or tested,

That, notwithstanding all disadvantages, the gigantie capital pointed to
by the Planters—upwards of a million-and-a-half of money, yearly engaged
in the manufucture of Indigo; and which, whether actually remitted from
England, or retained in India for the same object, is to be regarded equally
as capital imported into the country, and in large part expended amongst the
people—must have benefitted them in some degree, seems to have been not
only admitted, but, by many, very emphatically dwelt npon, Nor is this all.
The enterprise and energy of the Enropean have increased the utility and value
of the soil. Vast tracts of land which, but for him, it is maintained, would
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have remained the jungle-hannt of the wild buffaloe—the tiger, or the boar,*
have been brought into use and cultivation, and old tracts more carefully
tilled ; and the question is asked whether in this way, also, benefit must not
have arisen to the people.

But all this, of course, is not enough. There is wanting not only the
gold and the energy of the European, but his heart and his head to ensare
the distribution of his gifts in the right direction—to sec, ss far a8 in him
lies, that the eultivators hy whose toil he profits are profited in return ; to
labour to put a check upon the infamous system of dustoorees ;™ to be
assured that the poor are not further despoiled of their reward by the villainy
of underlings, who “dressed in n little brief authority”’—abusing its duties
—compromising the honour of their Christinn master’s name, and desiring
gither to curry favour, or to get cvedit for sunccessful management, have it
in their power at least, and 1 should fear too often in their practice, to press
the Ryuts in their arrangements, and themselves to fatten on the earnings.

Thus, and lastly, you will see how much will depend upon character ; for
if the spirit of a good planter be insufficient, as I have shown you it may be,
by his own example to prevent oppression, how much more likely must
the pernicious esample of a heartless or avaricious one be to foster and
augment it.

Tt has been said thst “all the advantages which flow to the natives of
India from the cultivation of Indigo by European planters, have their source
in the amount of forcign capital employed, which creates a demand—first,
for their labour; and secondly for their land;” but I think it will be
admitted that the home commodity of character forms as essentinl a part of
the Planter's capital, as his money,—and very frequently a far more fruitful
one; for if we are told that ** Paul may plant, and Apollos water” to little
purpose without the grace or help of God, so might the vines of Italy as well
be expected to germinate on the snowy peaks of the Himalayahs, or the
buttercup on the Arabian sands, as the poor and ignorant to flourieh amidst
the menns of wealth, if those who rule, neither promote, direct, nor permit
its enjoyment.

As to the inguiry, whether and in what degree the people of the country
have hitherto benefited generally by the cultivation of Indigo, opinions must
be sought from those whose position and menns of information qualify them
to spenk on broad grounds. That the rich—the Zumeendars—have been
benefited,—they whose possessions have been doubled in value by the conver-
sion of large quantities of land, either covered with jungle, or unfit, from
their quality, for the growth of crops ordinarily grown in India, into
cultivated soil,—there appears to be no doubt whatever.t That those, also,

* Sir Walier Gilbert, ns keen i sport s gallaut in war, told me that he umgn‘imd humting the
boar over the lands around the spot whenee 1 am now writing.

§ * Some years mgo, when Indige was not so gesernlly mamnfurturel, ae of sy estates, where thers
waa oo sultivation of Indigo, did not yield s sufficiest income to pay the Guovermmeal sssessmend § bat,
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who are attached as servants to the Factory on regular wages—many
of whom, of course, originally belonged to the poor class, and who, col-
lectively, from probably nine hundred factories in the Bengal Presidency,
form n very cousidersble body of men—have benefited, there are none
to deny; for, indeed, as already implied, they are generally supposed to
take care of that themselves, and there are no leviers of * dustooree™
upon them, or their regularly paid wages. It is the question affecting
the really poor—the lsbouring pessant, that will be more interesting to
you; and here, having said so much to show how varisble must he the
results, you will not suppose that I am illogically instancing the pest as
proof that the presemt must necessarily be one and the same thing;
but with no knowledge why there should be retrogression, I leave it to
others, more learned than myself in the matter, to show wherefore that
present should disadvantageously differ from the past,+ and simply tell
you what I find upon record, which may not be without interest.

At the time when the question of permitting Europeans to hold land
in India came upon the tapis, Government issued circulars to the magistrates
of the varions provinces in Bengal, directing them to state * whether it was
necessary, for the effectual subjection of the Indigo Planters and servants to
the control of the law, that any further legislative provisions should be made
in addition to those which already existed ;" and demanding also information
us to the general character of the European Indigo Planters residing within
their jurisdiction, in regard to their transactions with, and trestment of the
natives around them.

The fact is that up to that time, now about twenty-four years ago, the
conduct of Indigo Planters had been pictured in no pleasing colours, and in
too many instances, no doubt, with good cause. A very different class of
persons, I believe, were then to be found in charge of Fuetories from those
generally existing in the same position now, and bad conduct is always more
prominent than good. Hence, as—

*‘Php avil that men do Gives after them,
The good is oft interred with their banes ;"

the worst side of the picture was the better known—and, of course, far better
it should be so, or there would be no correction. The Government

within a hmh;ﬁ:imdmhnurllﬂmmmhmutlmnthnﬁhmmﬂi
it gives me » handsome profit. Several of my relations and friends, whose affuire Tam well acqualated
with, have in like manner improved their propesty, s are reoriving a lurge income from their extate.
10 vuch beneficial cifeets as these 1 have eunmerated, have socrued from the bestowing of Eurvpean skill on
une srtiele of production alone, what further ndvantages may not be anticipsted from the uarestrioted
appliestion of British akill, capital, and industry to the very many articles which this country s expalile of
producing, e, ke "—Speech of Baboo Dwardnnsuth Tagore.

+ 1868 By nn?:h-ui:hﬂuumpnhﬁwdlimﬂgu is attribated to s falling off in the produce.
IH--iéummpu.,;,ﬂ._u.,mum....-,nd.,mmumm&mmmumm
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in(uiry drew forth sn innumerable host of reports—a mere epitome of which
half fills & volume. They embraced not only the conduct of Planters, but
the question of the effects which the cultivation of Indigo had produced on
the interests of the people. These reports expressed a variety of opinions.
As touching the Planters—preponderating in their favour. On the one
hand they were accused of adopting unjustifisble means of obtaining, at
the smallest possible cost, all the Indigo which they were capable of manu-
fucturing ;—of driving hard bargains with the Ryuts—of taking advantage
of their wants, their weakness, or cupidity, and occasiomnlly, when neces-
sary, msing force—or by some means compelling Ryuts to enter into
Indigo engngements, and refusing to allow them ever to free themselves
from such engagements—to which may be added the more justifinble and
hitter complaints—against the extortions and oppression of the Amlal, or
Factory servants.®*  On the other hand, the Planters obtained credit for
heing held in much esteem by the natives—for being constautly ealled npon
to arbitrate in disputes between relatives and neighbours,—frequently
dispensing medicine to the sick—advice to those in difficnlty—pecuniary
aidl to those in need on the occasion of family events, which would other-
wise involve them for life with native muncy-]mrlm,—and for their never
failing acquiesconce in the wants ond wishes of their poor neighbours,
and thus exalting the character of the British name, and so forth. With
reference to the cultivation of the Indigo itsclf, the Report indicated that
the fuvour or aversion of the natives seemed to vary with the locality ;
for whilst we nre told that *instances are adduced by the Governor-General
in Council, in their Revenue Letter, 1st January, 1830, of great cager-
ness on the part of the Ryuts to induce Planters to settle in their respective
neighbourhoods,” —others elsewhere are represented as being altogether
averse to it.

In sclecting expressions of opinion, then, 1 can perhaps hardly do
better than cite those of persons whose sympathies are most likely to lie
with their own countrymen. One of the most gifted and trustworthy of
native gentlemen, the eminent Rammohun Roy, who, you may remember,
visited and died in England,—though observing that, in his opinion, the
condition of the peasantry generally had not been improving within his
recollection, and was indeed of a most melancholy deseription — makes
exception in respeet to Ryuts engaged in the cultivation of Indigo, and
says :—* As to the Indigo Planters, I beg to observe that I have travelled

of the sume earih i of comparatively stunted growih, snd hemee less profitable to thie Ryut who enltivates
it. Hat this T find coutroverted by {he sssertiom that if such o result existed, it woukl be equally
manifested in the cultivation of Hiee. 1t is declared thot o the Kishuaghur district, st loast, when the
semacm o favournble, the soll now yields just s flue o erop of Indigo as it prodieed tweaty yours ago.

* The English planter protects the Tyut from the Zomeendar and village Malik; snd although his
gwn sernis commit grest estortions, they are probably Gtile if any, worse than those of the ustive
winlthy elasses,  Mr, Barwell, Commissloner of Allypore, speaks of ® thie eatortions which, under sanetion
of their {the planters’) nnmes, are frequently prostised by their retsiners and dependents, in conmon with
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throngh several districts in Bengal and Behoar, and T found the natives
residing in the neighbourhood of Indigo plintations evidently better clothed
and better conditioned than those who lived ot a distance from such
stations. There may be some partial injury done by the Indipo Planters;
but, on the whole, they have performed more good to the generality of the
natives of this country than any other class of Europeans, whether in or
out of the service.”

Dwarkanauth Tagore, another highly intelligent native gentlemam, and
competent witness, also says—‘‘ I beg to state that I have several Zumeen-
daries in various districts, and I have found that the cultivation of Indigo,
and the residence of Europeans have considerably benefited the community
at large: the Zumeendars becoming wealthy and prosperous; the Ryuts
materially improved m their condition, and possessing many more comforts
than the generality of my countrymen, where Indigo cultivation and
manufacture are not carried on; the value of land in the vicinity greatly
enhanced, nnd enltivation rapidly progressing.''#

In concluding this subject it may not be uninteresting to know the
opinion which one amongst the most laborious and talented of our Governors
General, Lord W. Bentinek, came to upon the subject of Indigo planters
at the time of the inquiry 1 have alluded to; hecause it gives so much
weight to all that has been said, and can be said, on the subject of the
important bearing which the conduct of Europeans has upon the condition
of the people, and of the good which they have if in their power to bestow
around them. The Governor General’s  minute” hints st much of the
evils charged against the planters at that time, and the eauses which pro-
duced them ; whilst it indicates that remedy which time has, no doubt, in so
large a mensure already provided in an improved class of Europeans now to
be found in charge of Factories. Commenting on the supposed misconduct
of Planters towards the Ryuts and each other,—their peculiar position,—the
disadvantages they laboured under in respect to holding land,—in establish-
ing their just claims by legal means,~+in having to procure the plant through
& system of “ advances”—“in all branches of trade known to occasion much
embarrmssment, and to lead to much fraud ;" —their having no means of
preventing encroachment of rivals, or of recovering their dues from needy
and improvident Ryuts,—and, lastly, on the restriction upon the resort of
Europeans to the country, compelling the houses of business to employ
personis in the interior whom they would not have employed hal they
possessed a wider scope of choice—his Lordship says: “ But under all the

all ofher native servants, whether publie or private, in our employ.” The plaster alw assists e ityat with
widvances to. puy his rent, and saves his land snd bullocks from being ssisod for urmars. The torms of
repayment in Indigo, which he exacts, are indeed far from favourshle to the Hyuf in many instances;
bist they appear 1o be less hurthousoms thau thoss of the native usurer, to whos (he Ryel would ohersise
be oblzzed to hwve reconrse, and * jnvalve™ himeelf * fur lise”
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above circumstances of disadvantage, the result of my inguiries is, o firm
persuasion (contrary to the conclusions T had previously been disposed to
draw) that the occasional misconduct of the planters is as nothing when
contrasted with the sum of good they have diffused around them. In this,
as in other cases, the exceptions have so attracted attention, as to be
mistaken for a fair index of the general course of things. Breaches of the
peace being necessarily brought to public notice, the individual instances of
misconduct appear under the most aggravated colours; but the numerous
nameless acts, by which the prudent und orderly, while quietly pursuing
their own interests; have contributed to the national wealth, and to the
comifort of those sround them, are nnnoticed or unknown. 1 am assured
that much of the agricultural improvement which many of our districts
exhibit may be directly traced to the Indigo planters therein settled; and,
that, ns n general truth, it may be stated {with the exceptions which, in
morals, all general truths require to be made,) that every Factory is in its
degree the centre of a civele of improvements, raising the persons employed
in it, and the inhabitants of the immedinte vicinity, above the general level.
The benefit in the individual cases may not be considerable, but it seems to
be sufficient to show what might be hoped from a more liberal and en-
lightened system.”

May “a liberal and enlightened system” be the prevailing and reward-
ing policy of the British planter in India; and prove indeed sufficient to
show that * what might be hoped for” from the enlightenment—the example
and superior power of educated English gentlemen, has been realised in
the universally confessed improving condition of the many thousands of
poor, amidst whom an Almighty hand, for great ends and purposes, has placed
them,

1 greatly wish to sce a “ Planter's Calendar,” wherein—in addition to
those tubular statements we see in the Caleutta papers, of * out-turns” of
Indigo for the season by the various factories throughout the country, which
are published T believe more to gratify o little spirit of vanity as to the most
successful plantership, than for any real value in the information conveyed—
there should be u second table of statistics, showing the number of villages
and Ryuts pertaining to each Factory ;—the number of schools and hospitals
established under its anspices ;—of scholars taught and patients treated ;—
the number of ploughs and cows belonging to the Ryuts ;—the total value
realized to them by their varions erops ;—the number of unfortunates who
were in the hands of the Muhijun, and the number released,—together with
the rates of inecrease and decrease of population for the year. Such a table
might indicate a noble subject for emulation, worthy the spirit—and such a

sl
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spirit I see around me here—of those who, rightly proud of what they have
received—might have far more cause for pride in what they have given. And
then,—1 should like to be an Emperor, to present a jewelled medal to the
most successful competitor |

Now,—having been led into an epistle three times longer than ever T
intended it should have been, and, 1 fear, quite exhausted your patience,
1 shall reserve what 1 have next to tell you about for another Letter.

& FENGALEE aweiifi.




DhAEE INIMUG

LETTER V.
Mulawth, Felirmary 2745,

Tae plant from which Indigo is obtained is indiginous to India. Ttis
grown all over the Bengal Presidency, and North-West provinces,—in a
portion of Madras, and to some small extent in Sindh, where, as well as in
Burmnh und Assam, the dye (which is said to have been used in the East
from the earliest ages) is roughly manufactured in trifling quantities hy
the natives.

Fifty years ago, before European skill and enterprise existed to any
extent, the natives nbout Jessore and Kishnaghur, in Bengal, were in the
habit of obtaining the dye in a very rough manner, and bringing the fecula
which was, of course, of the commonest kind, in small earthen vessels,
and offering it for sale. It is universally admitted that the improvement
in the quality of Bengal Indigo, which has enabled it to command so exten-
sive and nearly exclusive a sale, is entirely to be attributed to British skill and
capital. Bengal is reported to supply almost the whole consumption of Eng-
land, and in addition, a large proportion—which is said to be ns much as four-
fifths—of' the whole world.

As to the extent of cultivation, the amount of produce for any one
season can hardly furnish you with an idea. The mercantile records for a
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recent year, for instance, show o return of nbout 8,368 tons of Indigo to
have been exported from Bengal to Great Britain, France, and other places, *
Enormous as this quantity may be, it will probably not convey to you an
impression of anything very remarkable; but, bearing in mind this wmonnt,
when I tell you that to produce one small enke of this valuahle material,
three inches and one-quarter square (when dry), and about eight and a half
ounces in weight, upwards of the thirtieth part of an scre of plant is con-
gumed, you will, perhaps, be better able to form an ides of the great extent
of land over which it is enltivated,

There nre two descriptions of Indigo plant. The one is termed Dasee (n
term applied to any produce of Bengal), and the other wp-country. The first
1s grown throughout the lower provinces upon lands not linble to early
inundations. The * up comntry” upon lowlands where, consequent on their
linbility to inundation, it is an object to have the crop reaped four or five
weeks in advance of the other; its growth being so much more rapid. The
up-country plant runs up in little more than one perpendicular stem, and
requires, therefore, more seed to be nsed in sowing, whireas the Dasee
plant, though it does not spring by any means so quickly, grows, if the scil
be good, like o shrub—oeovers the whole surface of the ground, and generally
yields a much larger quantity of plant per scre than the up-country seed
ever does. Very little of the up-country kind is used at Mulnath, where the
land is high, but a small quantity is sown at Socksigur, where it is much
lower,

In what are termed high-land Factories—not subject, therefore, to inun-
dations—somewhat advantageons means present themselves of obtaining &
large supply of seed. After the usual crop has been cut, a plongh is run
through the ground amongst the stubble, to loosen the soil, and give the plant
fresh strength. If the weather be favonrable afterwards it shoots out again
luxuriantly, growing to more than half its original height. During October it
again flowers, when a pod is formed, and in the month of December the plant
is out for seed.

To a high-land Factor it is of importance to obtain as much of the seed
a% possible in this manner, whether cultivated on his own account or on that
of the Ryut, and the advantages he derives are two-fold—direct and indirect:
first—in his obtaining a supply upon the genuineness of which he can
depend ; and secondly, in the money being expended amongst his own Ryuts.
Should the original erop have been a good ome, the sced-crop now to be
obtained from it is said to be a very profituble one to the Ryut, between
whom and the Planter there is generally an understanding that such seed
should always be taken by the Factory st an average of four Hoopees per
maund, (751bs.)—a price which is sometimes under the market value, and

® 1808, The walam of thi i 704,108 Raoo The records of the yesr
1847-58, embracing one 1..Trﬂ.11: ;w::nuTn:Tath Chow a decree i expotation of s
BT Tums —Soe Bemwand's Commercial Annual, 1658:
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sometimes much above it.  In this seed-crop, also, another advantage offers
itself to the Ryut. On re-plonghing he can sow a crop of Kulsee (a kind of
pulse, used as food for cattle), or other such plant, with the Indigo, which it
does not in the least degree injure. He has thus two erops growing in the
came soil.  Should the original crop have been nnfavourable, the Ryut is not
expected to cultivate the seed, as it would neither benefit himself nor the
Factory. In this case, therefore, he just ploughs it up, and sows whatever
crop may please him.

Independently of seed obtained in this manner, a very large quantity of
plant is sown expressly for seed in the month of June. The erop is culti-
vated in the vsual way,—reaped late in November, and the produce, if
belonging to the Ryut, taken to market for sale like any other commoadity.
Plant thus sown, however, for seed, is extremely expensive to cultivate. It
is never sown before the rains have well set in, and requires to be kept
so clean and well weeded (at a season the least favourable thereto), that the
expense incident to its cultivation is such that, unless the harvest be a good
one, it can nmever repay the sower. Planters rarely, if ever, cultivate it.
A crop of this kind, with many others in Bengal, is grown entirely on their
own account by Ryuts that are not needy,—who can employ their spare time
in attending to it, knowing it to be one that will meet with ready sale.
Under such circumstances, as they have not either to pay, or be puid, for the
labour of producing it, they ean rest eontent with knowing that, whatever
the result, it will be so much clear gamn. Tt iz for similar reasons that
natives ¢can obtuin advantages from sowing sugar-cane, which Europeans
never can hope for. The former employs his own time and that of his
children, ploughers, and the hangers-on upon his family, in attending to the
cultivution, which thus, costing him comparatively nothing, must in its
returns yield him nearly all profit. It becomes, in short, a kind of wind-
fall; whereas the European, having to pay for all this labour, might be
likely to find himself a hundred roopees in pocket—and a hundred and fifty
owt! Sugar, the mulberry for silk, and pepper, are favourite crope with the
natives, from the fact of a small extent of land yielding them a large return;
and these things are cultivated, as I have observed, by the various depen-
dents in o man’s family. In some parts of the country, however, particularly
1 helieve, iu Jessore, partly it may be from a favourable nature of soil, Indigo
intended for seed is sown by the natives, not only valuntarily but by choice,
as one of the most profitable of their erops.

We will now suppose that the seed has been obtained ; when after being
carefully winnowed and picked by women, who are employed for that
purpose, it is stowed away in the Seed Golahs, or store-honses,—little
cirenlar buildings formed of mat and bamboo, covered with a thick thatch
comical roof, resting on a well-raised and arched foundation and floor of
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brick—presenting altogether the picturesque form and appearance of an
English corn-rick.

THE REED GRLATIE

The enltivation of Indigo in the present day is conducted in two ways,
The one is termed Ryutee, and the other Neezabid. Under the first, or
Byutee system, the plant is enltivated by the Ryuts upon their own ground ;
that is, ground furmed by them from the Zumeendar, or Planter, ns already
explained, but on account of the latter. The other, or Neezahiid, which
means private cultivation, is where the Planter cultivates his own land,
on which he employs exclusively his own labourers. The profit and loss
are thus, of conrse, entirely his own,

Cultivation under the Ryutee system is after this manner, Instead of r
Buing to the usurious Muhfjun, the Ryut receives from the Planter the
requisite supply of =eed to sow, for which he is charged ot the uniform rate |
of four annas (shout sixpence] for the quantity necessary to sow one biggah,
one third of an acre of land. The cost to the Planter is rarely less than dou- |
ble, and is more frequently treble this amount,—but the charge to the Ryut
i nover changed.* At the sume time ho roocives an advance in money
far the crop in expectancy. A written bond, or selta, is signed hy each
Party; a certain price being secured to the Ryut for his Indigo, and a
certain quantity at least expected in return by the Planter, according to the |

* 1855, For sverul years sivee, Tndign seed has sost the Planter from eightem to frty Roapees
Ehe latter being jta present rate) per mannd, or five Hoopees per Bigenh of coltivation. Iis preseot
enormens price his heen oconsioned by the * Revolt™—the destrugtion of pluntations, RMI inverunee of
B Ticution with Uss Upper Provinces, fram whenee so large & quantity of seed wan obtained.
N
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quantity of seed supplied and land cultivated. The results are extremely
variable, and dependent, of course, in great part upon SCasOns. A good
Ryut will not ouly supply a return for his advance, but, if the season be
favourable, very far beyond it; and n bhad one possibly will not even repay his
advanee. This may argue either less care in plonghing and weeding, or less
menns in reference to implements and ability, and gowetimes dishonesty, an
evil that would be frequent but for the activity of the Planter and his estab-
lishment, whose duty it is to prevent such miscondnet,

Tn the case T have just assumed, that of the Ifyut not repuying even his
advances, the deficit is carvied to his debit, in order that he may repay it, if
possible, by his next year's cultivation. He receives his nsunl fresh advanees,
from which a certain portion only of his debt is deducted, in order to mode-
rate its pressure, and enable him to get on, in the hope of better fortune
attending him the suceeeding season. Rut—whether fortune, or exertion, or
system be nt fault—of the sad adhesive tendency of debt, a melancholy
illustration has been afforded me by » neighbouring Factory stutement,
showing a sum of bad debts from these unpaid advances alone, over a space
of many years, to the extent of two Lacs of Roopees—or £20,000!

In the system, however, just deseribed, the Ryut is saved the loss attend-
ing assistance from the Mubdjun, beeanse by the Planter he is, of course,
charged no interest whatever; but hence, also, have arisen those lumentable
instances of double-dealing on the part of dishonost Ryuts which have led to
those disputes and breaches of the peace, at one time so seriously extensive
in Indigo districts between neighbouring Planters. The system of advances
is, indeed, the root of that great evil which for so long a time brought the
character of the British planter into such sad disrepute, by representing him
in the character of a fighting marauder, or lawless border depredator ;
whilst, like Othello, *perplexed in the extreme,” he was, I am led to
helieve, in most instances, only availing himself of the ronghest and readiest,
and, under the imperfect state of administration of the law, most effectual
mode of protecting his own rights and interests—by taking the low, in short,
into his own hands.

These disturbances—now so rare everywhere, nnd in most districts
altogether abolished, frequently arose in this manner: A dighonest Ryut
would receive sdvances from a planter for the cultivation of a certain
quantity of Indigo land ; when on the perfection of the plant, it was
discovered that the Ryut had taken advances from two planters for the same
erop! The eutting time cume, and one of the planters obtained inform-
ation as to the insecurity of his interests. He immediately sppealed to
the mngistrate of the district, who was perhaps thirty or forty miles off;
but he passed an order on the Darogah, or district police officer to proceed
to the place—inquire into the matter, and do what might be necessary.
It was, however, just ninety-nine chances out of n hundred that this
worthy would act according to the dictates of his own convenience, ani
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mn favour of the side which paid him the handsomest for his interference |
—Or it might be that the Zumeendar, or his Naib, stepped in, offering
on certain eonditions of udvantage to himself, to exert his influence over
the Ryuts to assist in the matter, This the planter most likely refused to
do, whereupon the influence thus proffered was very probably thrown into
the opponent’s seale, and the planter called on the police to protect his
interests; but this notoriously corrupt body —that is the Darogali, or
exccutive head thereof, having received a consideration from the opposite
parties, took, of course, u very different view of the case, wherenpon * the
planter—the one whom T have mssumed to be the more independent and
straight-forward of the disputants—fonnd himself driven to the resource
of sending out his own wrmed Clinprasees to protect his rightful property,
nnd therenpon a collision, even with loss of lifo, became very far from an
impossible ovent.

In some of these disputes, the contending planters were both Europeans,
but they were more likely to ocour where one was a native plauter, for
there were many more native planters formerly than now, and in this case
there were, it may readily be supposed, preater clements of difficulty in
the way of an amicable adjustment. Tn the present day, however, at
least in the majority of districts, not only has a gystem of houndaries
been introduced, which prevents disputes of this character, hut the Pos-
session by Europeans in so large a degree of the proprictary right of
soil, making the Ryuts their own tenants—renders their ocourrence nlmost
impossible,

In the Neezabid eultivation, which I have already explained, the planter
has no Ryut or intermedinte agent hetween himself and the cultivation of
the soil, on which he employs exclusively bis own labourers; and hence
this system is, and ever was, free from all fears of disturbance,

Having familiarised you with the two systems of cultivation, T have
10w to describe the manner, and this also is in two ways. First of all, as to
the soil. The richer this is the better, and there shonld be good drainage
to prevent any lodgment of water.  When the =oil is thus favournble Indigo
may be sown in it unremittingly for three or four years—sometimes even
longer. Tt is, however, judicious to change ns soon as it can well be done,
rotation of crops being essential everywhere; for although it will not appear
singular that a soil should hecome impoverished by continuons lmrmg af
one kind, it may appear strange that the longer land is eultivated in Bengal
for auy one crop, the more expensive becomes its cultivation. Snmhur
the weeds seem every year to increase. 'The more frequent the cnlt:rnhnn,
particularly for any one crop, the greater the abundance of wild vegetution.
The carth appears teeming with the germ of life, which only requires h:l‘lla
frequently exposed to the nir to spring into luxuriance; and on digging

o
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Tittle decper than usual, the only result is to bring up some fresh order of
jungle that people had seldom if ever seen before!  In mew soil, on the
contrary, whenoe o dense jungle has but just been removed,—soil that may
not have been turned up for a century, rich in strength, and full of the germ
of rank vegetation, in which you might suppose that in the first instance a
crop would be unable to contend with, and be choked by the guantity of
weeds that would appear, the very reverse is the case.  Such soil throws up
soarcely amy jungle, snd requires very little weeding.  So well is this known.
in varions parts of Bengal, and also in Assam, where the country is very
thinly peopled, that for many crops the same soil is never oultivated for more
than one or, perhaps, two years. The exuberance of jungle viggotation 1
have just described, exists in a much less degree under o system of rotation,
which seems to take up in turn certain principles in the earth that would
otherwise go to the more abundant nonrishment of weeds.

Of the agrienltural law I have here referred to, rofation gf ergps, you are
probably already aware,—and of its urising from the fact that when, after o
certain time, o soil, from being exhausted of some certain principle in its
natare, will no longer yield a particular produce, another, judiciously chosen,
as requiring & different kind of nonrishment, may advantageously be sown in
it ;—that there are particular crops—those called * white erops,” such as the
various kinds of corn, which are *cxhousting” to the soil, and others,
termedl “groen orops,” that rather tend to “ameliorste’ it. With the
advantage of this rotation, however, the natives are even now only very
purtially acquainted,—with its principles, as o mode of fallowing the land,
not at all. They know that certain soil suits particular crops, and that
some plants grow well after certain others—as Rice after Chillees, ar Indigo,
and vice versa—but they know no more, and may be said to owe the syste-
matic introduction of the practice, as far as it extends, to the European.
Thus, during the intervals of Indigo growth, a crop of some kind of pulse,
or oil seed, is generally sown and reaped in sufficient time to prevent inter-
ference with the Indigo, sown in April, In high land faetories the planter
himself probably, has a portion of his land under some oil-seed erop,—such
as mustard, a seed from which an fmmense quantity of oil, commonly used
by all natives of Bengal, both for culinary and toilet purposes, is manufae-
tured. Generally speaking, however, wees (or private eultivation) is kept
free from intermediate crops, wherens in Ryutee cultivation, where a change
of lund is not available, the Indigo plant is no sooner eut in Augost than the
plough is in the ground again, sud cilsseeds of various kinds, but chiefly
mustard, are grown. TIn one instance, ot least, another advantage sttends
this alternation of crops, and that is in the case of the Tobacco plant, the
soil for which having necessarily been carefully cultivated and mannred, is
very favourable for Indigo; but hy far the most marked and important
advantage is found in the exchange which is almost yearly sfforded between
the Rice and Indigo lands, to which reference was made in my last Letter.
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In the month of October there is an sgricultural practice here already
alluded to which, though opposed to the Levitical law, appears to be common
and unohjectionable in Tndis—that of mieed erups. The Ryuts frequently
sow with the Indigo—sparely of course—a viriety of plants, that from
their nature will not overshadow or choke the young Indigo—such as
mustard, wheat, teel, kulaee, nnd other deseriptions of pulse just #s in
England ryelgrass seed is sown with wheat, which, after the latter hos
been reaped, will in the cosuing summer afford n loxuriant erop for the
cattle,

I have snid that the manner of eultivation is in two witys. The first,
which may be termed ondinary eultivation by wid of ploungh and harrow,
requires at least no preliminary explanation ;s but the second, which s
termed Chittdnee (or scattoring) is pecnlinr, 1 imagine, to India and the
Nile. You are probahly already aware that the Indiay rivers ure subject,
like that of Egypt, to the most extensive inundations,  So extensive, indeed,
that large tracts of land upon their margins are entirely submerged. These
floodings continue for probably three months, and on the receding of the
waters it is found that, cousequent on the vast quantities of soil brought
down by the power of the stream, a deposit of soft sandy mud has taken
place. This is termed a chur, The deposit varies in thickness, ncoording
to place, from four inches to #s much as three and four feet! Hero, then,
is an economically formed bed, all ready for sowing. No ploughing, or
mking, or other preparation is necessary.  Immedintely that the water has
receded, and before the deposit can bear the weight of a mun, the seed is
strewed over its surface, and, like * bread cnst upon the waters, to return
after many days,” there left to germinate, Upon this kind of Innd not
only Indigo, but varions descriptions of pulse and grain, can sometimes
be sown,—such as peas, khessaree, mustard, kulaee, mussooree and chinha,
or millet, which latter, coming to perfection in about two months, beeomes
serviceable to the natives as food when rice may be scarve,

In some Factories the quantity of Chittinee land mny amount to o
third, or even to as much as one-half of the whole, and often much more.
In this cnse the expences of the senson are of course much highter; but
then the uncertainty, which is great in all cases of low-land sOWing, miust
be much greator in this: the inundation may chance o refwrn!—and the
seed and Planter’s hopes are togethier, and at once, swept into the stream!

Indigo, though it have two seasons of gowing, may he said to hove but
one of reaping—becanse the end of one cutting, and beginning of the
other fall so closely together as handly to he separate; and to undeystand
this, a word or two respecting our scasons may be necessary, The cold
weather beging about November, and ends in February. The hot season
then eets in, and is followed in June or July by the ruins, which last till
October. It is to the varinhle nature of this latter season, sometimes setting
in early in June, and at others not until a much later dute, perhaps July,

=

e — _— - ———— —




94 RURAL LIFE 1¥ BENGAL. .

that so much of the uncertainty, risk, and trouhle attending the affairs of
the Planter are attributable,

In high-land Factories, the sowings take place in the spring,—that is
any time after February, when there is sufficient warmth and moisture from
light rain (of which we genernlly have a little ahout Cliristmas), to render
sowing of any svail. In general, however, this operation can seldom tuke
place before April, hecause the various crops,—such as wheat, barley, oats,
tobaceo, mustard, linseed, chillees, and others,—have first to be removed,
and the earth re-cultivated.

In low-land factories, or wherever lowlands are occupied by planters,
the first sowings ocenr in October, and have, therefore, already taken
place in some few parts of Mulnath. These sowings are confined to lands
which have been inundated, and after the waters have receded, retain
a sufficient amount of moisture to cause vegetation, and at this period,
of course the Chittinee sowings also occur. Now, whilst these latter are
immedintely imperative from the nature of the soil, which if not sown at once
would dry up, the former are not less so from equally pressing consider-
ations. Thus,—the spring sowings take place, as 1 have said, shout April,
and the rains and ipundations set in sometimes in June or July. Seed,
therefore, sown in lowland in April, would not arrive at maturity in time
to he cut ere the inundstions of July would, in all probability, be in and
destroy them. The advantage, therefore, of a crop sown in such ground
in October, albeit, little or no growth takes place in the cold weather that
ensues, is an advanced stute of prepavation of the plant, which has at least
taken root and gives a crop, at the commencement of the manufacturing, full
-~ six weeks enrlier than the spring-sowings,
= under the most favourahle circomstances

could possibly do; thus making large

traots of land throughout Bengal extremely
valuable for the enltivation of Indigo which would
otherwise, from the risk incident to the rising of
the rivers in July, he of little service or import-
ance. The same system is sometimes adopted in
high lands—where the soil may be bad, and plant
sown in spring would probably fail from the ex-
treme dryness of the earth, and lateness of rain.
Bown in Beptember or October, it has the advan-
tage of rain in those months, and thus takes root
and strengthens sufficiently to resist the scorching
siuns of the hot weather.

The operations of the plough have at last com-

e, S, it menced shout Mulnath ; not only preparatory to the
enltivation of Tudigo, but to the rice sowings which oceur simultaneously
with it. Independently of several score—nay, hundreds of minor distine-
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tions in kind, far too numerous, therefore, to name, there are two
principal deseriptions of rice, aod they are sown nt distinet periods, The
first is called the Oug Dian, which is sown in April, and reaped in August,
The other is termed i Dhan, or the water rice, which is sown in May
or June, and reaped in November, The former is a coarse kind of grain,—
the latter, which requires a well-wetted soil for its cultivation, is the hest.
Oecensionally in certain low lands, not subject to sudden mundations, these
two kinds of rice may be seen sown together, In this case the channels
of the water leading to such lands are shut off until the Ous Dhan, which
ripens ere the Amun Dhan is even in ear, has been roaped.

A very singular and interesting fact, strangly illustrative of the care
and gooduess of Providence, is connected with this deseription of rice
—the Amun Dhan—in the remarkable and huppy property it possesses, of
rising in growth, during the intndations, to almost an unlimited height ;
until, in short, the water ceases to incrense about it. Whilst the mumndstion
continues to flow in upon it with any moderate rapidity, the rige keeps pace
with it in growth, 80 as ever to keep the ear above water ; wherens, in the
absence of inundation the plant retains the nsnal and moderate height of about
three feet, Mr, F here nssures me that he has known it during henvy
inundations rise seven and eight feet in height; and in the Backer,
district where this desoviption of rice is much eultivated, he has heard of its
reaching the enormous elevation of twenty fect !  But, beyond even this, T
have the anthority of another friend, Mr. M——, of Loknathpore, for the
fact of its having attained the almost meredible length of thirty-five foet 1
I say-“length” because in flowing or disturbed water the stalk would
incline, and thus possibly require many more feet in length than the mere
depth of water would indicate, In short, whilst, as 1 have said, the flow
of water is neither too sudden, nor too rapid, there really appears no limit
to the power of growth in this wonderful and valuable species of rice,

Not only are there two deseriptions of this important grain, but two states
ar preparations of it brought to market. The first, which is called S Arwar,
i8 the rice threshed, or perhaps, T should say husked, in its naturl state, ns
you see it in England, the grain being small and white ; and according to the
native doctor here, is the most nourishing, The other, or Bhowijunr,”
i8 the rice after it has been par-boiled, and thus has not anly swollen, and
acquired & dork tint, and, on being cooked, n disagreeable odour, but has
lost a portion of its nutritions property, and is, therefore, the least nourish-
ing. The Doctar, as one homely evidence hereof, declares that a native
having taken a meal on Arewr rice, will not hunger again within the same
time that he would do had he fed upon Bhoonjivur. The process of par-
boiling is effected by steeping the puddy over night—straining off the
Water in the morning, when the grain is found swollen and the husk eracked,
and heating it in enrthen vessels to some requisite degree over a fire. The
object of this operation is to facilitate that of husking (the work of threshing,

h_'_‘_‘—-—-__
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or treading out, having only separated the paddy from the ear), and also
to save the waste in broken prain and rvice dust ocessioned by husking the
grain in its dry state. Hence, this description of rice is very considerably
cheaper, and in almost exclusive use by the poorer natives; whilst the
Arwur which is used by Enropeans, and hence commonly know in the City
as “Table Rice,” is sold at nearly douhble the cost. ®

The aperations of husbandry o India, you may soppose, retain all the
simplicity of primitive times, as recorded in our Scriptures.  The oxen
tremd out both the corn and the rige, and two women are here seen hinsking
the latter under n Dhendee
as elsewhere they may be
soen ““grinding ot the mill,*
—yprecisely as we are left
to picture them in  the
doys of the Jewish Patri-
archs three thousand years
ago:  The " Dhenkee™ 1
have mentioned is simply
i long wooden beam, work-
ing on a pivol near its
lower end, on which the
women tread with one foot
in order to raise the longer
and heavier lever, having at the upper extremity o short perpendicilar bar,
ar pestle, under which, within a cup, hollowed out of wood, the grain is
pushed and beaten, The same instroment is used for pounding bricks into
soorkee, om Indian substitute for gravel, and for sand, when that materinl
is not available, in the preparation of mertar,

Tl SleWERR, 06 WDE-0Ee sl

* A refrrenee respeeting some gaestion connegled with Uids matber to an infellipont native, clicited
the fullewing information vpon the mbjest, Toler obcons femptation it bs presented {o ils integrity—
revbatio of liferabim—

' There are oo operalions. cither of which Paddies gmerlly naderge befor riot s estractad from
them, the voe exponing them to heol ooly, aod the other snbjecting them to be bolled jn sdditlon, The
rice which s made by the first operntion ia ealled Arwi, aod is of o moch whiter and clesner tint, while
thut prepured by the seotud, known s Hoonjar, takes n oolor comparatively dark. 1f from oqunl
iqunititien of Paddy of the name patiors, Arwa snl Boosijie res bo respootivoly prepared, the weighl of
Arwn produced, wust il shurl o Boonjar, as the lotter is ewollon swl retuins its inberent Glih throogh
liting operstion,  Henee arises the distinetion of prices between the rees allided to, The objest of
making Hoonjir sovuns certainly to keep the rice imbroken and eutire, and by allowing parts of its essence
to evaporate, administer it Hghtoess and sseeplibility of quick digeation.

Arwais Lhe rics in it nstural etste, and s of o warsver frs ; it i not moch used in Bengal, evvept
by thoss whe feed bot onen o day.  The ancienl fww givers of India whils dooming its weetehed widows
daily to one mesl, preseribed gurposely Arwn g2 their food, and besides this, on e eleventh day of overy
maan, they must striclly fast and nol even drisk & drop of water. EmT sort - of m, withomt
referenen fo Ons of Amon o productive both of Boonjar sod Ares, bt Arws prepared from Aman Dimn
s muoch superior in purity, and ¥ moch hell in estimabion by the patives™
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Indian ploughing, also, of the present day, despite its conneetion with
Enropenn hushandry, exhibits little or no improvement, T understand, upon
that of fifty years ago. Not an atom of European skill, or greater adaptation
of menns to ends, appears to have been introduced into Tndian agriculture,
There is the same rough simplicity of construction in its implements now,
I am led to believe, which existed when Warren Hastings experimentalised
on coffee at Sooksigur, and long ages before it. The Bengalee Plough,
as the sketches will show you, is one of the simplest picoes of rusticity you
can imagine. The nicety of
coustruction—the complicated
parts—the well considered and
mathematically determined an-
gles and surfaces—centres of
resistance and centres of po-
tion, of an English plough, are
almost independently set ot
naught. There is, in short,
nothing hat a square- pointed
wooden coulter, shod with iron,
that plays the part also of ahare, BENGALED Plovus,
the upper part of which, at an
angle of about thirty-five degrees, serves for stilt, with a short handle at
the end of it, by which the plonghman guides and depresses the instrument.

Frarilime,

Through the centre of the thicker portion, where the stilt and eoulter may
be said to unite, s straight beam passes, to the end of which the clumsy
o
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yoke is attached, and the whole, when in use, is braced together by ropes
tied from the stilt to the yoke. Bullocks nre of course used for its draught,
hetween which the ploughman seems alternately to use his hands in guiding
the plongh by its one handle, and his cattle by their tails. Here—as the
upper part of the coulter presents o surface little more than three inches
in breadth, offering little resistance to the sod, and there is, in short, no
really scientific principle brought into play to give the instrument any one
self-guiding or self-sustaining action—the labour of tilling may be said to he
divided between the bullocks and the man, who has to throw in his weight
and strength in order to keep the plongh in the earth, over some obstinate
sods of which, notwithstanding, it will he seen every now and then to skip
and hop, as though, like muny plodding easy-going beings of human kind,
it thonght obstacles were much better avoided than contended with. As
for furrow it is seldom more than three or four inches in depth. The earth,
in short, is in many places little more than seratched! Yet, with this
rude and apparently most inefficient instrument is nearly the whaole surface
of the vast plains of India tilled ; and, indebted under n beneficent Creator
to its generous and prolific soil, are luxuriant crops of every kind abundantly
rearcd and reaped by its uneducated inhabitunts,

LERN T gy 2

Little help, indeed, does our Indian soil receive from the hushandman :
for the principal and more extensive cultivations, none at all. TFor a fow of
the minor and limited erops, such as Tobaeeo, the ground is manured ; and
possibly o small portion of land near a Factory may partially receive o like
advantage for Indigo. When the soil has become weakened it is simply
allowed to lie fallow, and cattle are probably turned into it o graze;
after which perhaps it may yield good thatching-grass before being again
brought under coltivation for the regular crops. Sometimes the land lies
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fallow from mere want of means to cultivate it; and here and there large
patches of poor soil are found which no means are taken to improve, and
will therefore only produce those crops requiring the least possible nourish-
ment from the soil—such as Teel—Urhur—and other green produce,

The ground is now plonghed, and ready for the next operation; and if
you think an Indian plongh a rustic affair, what think you of an Tudian
harrow *—an old bamboo ladder—pulled over the ploughed gronnd by three
or four bullocks abreast, o couple of plonghmen standing on the ladder—
holding on, driving and guiding the machine by the bullocks’ tails!—(Can
simplicity go further *—And when at eve—

" The plonghmay homewsrd plods his wenry way,—"

he shoulders his light plough and harrow together, as they were but a
mattock and a spade!

The agricultural bullocks are fed principally on the nncultivated lands
in the neighbourhood of the village; but eternal are the compluints, albeit
frequent the fines inflicted on the owners of cattle trespassing amongst the
Indigo, and destroying its valuable leaves. Bullocks used for the transport
of goods from one market to another are fod principally upon khoel, or oil-
eakes and chopped straw, of which they are very fond, and, beyond this,
whatever grass they can manage to pick up in their way, Were 1 in the
City, where cruelty to the poor over-worked bullocks is o orving sin and
shame, T should assuredly here require & vent for my indignation ; but 1 sm
happy to say that the discredit and the cruelty of mutilated tails and galled
humps appear to be confined to the town,—for I, at least, have ohserved
nothing of the kind to disfigure rural life here, or detract from the pleasure
of its contemplation,

#UHSs FiLEE QOATE.




ENTRLNTE TO MULNATH VILLRaL.

LETTER VI.

Muldath, April 1504,

My last deseribed the agricultural doings here as having brought the
ground into a state of preparation for seed, and that is as much as generally
takes place in the month of Febroary, Should rain chanee to fall sufficiently
early, the spring-sowings may commence in March, in which event the
Planter considers himself fortunate. Suoch sowings are generally the best,
becanse the plant, by being in the ground early, attains o sufficient degree
of strength before the hot weather sets in to bear it better than o younger
plant could do; but, as a general rule, there is seldom reason to look for
any extensive sowings before April. That time has arrived, and the regular
spring-sowings have for several days been in active operation around Mul-
nath. Of these operations but little deseription is required. The seed is
sown by the simple process of hand-strewing,—the clod-breaking harrow is
again passed over the ground, and the work is done,

Besides those of Indigo and Rice, the sowings of the present month
include a variety of other produce, as Hemp, of which there are three
descriptions,—Pepper, Turmerie, Min Kuchoo, and Gooroo Kuchoo, species
of the Egyptinn Arum,—Sweet Potato—Ginger, and Sugar-cane—an article
but little cultivated by the people, consequent on the trouble and expense it
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oceusions, and the little encouragement offered, at least in the districts about
here, for its production,

As generally amticipated, about this period there has been a little rain,
and, in consequence, & rapid change has come over the whole surface of the
country. So rapid, indeed, are the operations of nature in this fertile soil,
that within about forty-eight hours the Indigo germinates, and shews itself
above the ground, and in six or seven days the whole fields are covered with
plant,—probably half an inch high. From n sterile, burnt-up appearance,
therefore, the eountry around is now transformed into a sheet of beautiful
cultivation springing from the ground ; the dark hue of the Tndigo beautifully
relieved by the delicate light green of the Rice fields. Indeed, the whole
place is brightening into life and verdure, and despite the fast-increasing
power of the sun, every object around is acquiring a more interesting aspect.
Amongst them, let me not forget the village of Mulnath, which 1 have not
hitherto named—almost hidden from view by jungle, thickset hedges,
and trees. Here the Factory servants of the humble kind have their resi-
dences,—of which I can only say that, like all native dwellings, they are
more condlucive to the picturesque of a drawing, than to the comfort of
their inhabitants. Principally formed of mud, plastered over a frame work
of bambon, with one narrow door-way, and a hole of probably o foot square
for a window, and a mud floor, what comfort can there exist within ?

No furniture?—yon inguire. Indeed, were I to say mone, 1 should
be but little from the truth,—for I believe that in ninety-nine out of one
hundred cases, the following would be found an inventory of the household
goods and chattels of a Bengulee of the humble, if I may not include the
middling—classes :—

e Charpce, or Dedstoad.—Two Woolden Sente,—Ovie Common Mat.

Twa or thres Hrass Lotnbs or small water vessels —Twe Cooking Hilress, or pans.
Oue large Bruss Plate, or dish.—Oue Kherllg or Lamp

To which may be added a Choolha, or earthern fire vessel, in which to ecook
the rice, and two or three Khoolsees or water vessels :—the collective value
of which might amounut to about Four Roopees, or eight shillings |

Happily for the poor of Bengal, so few are their wants, and so cheap
their food,* that when considering the * pale chilling want"” of Europe,
where the real pangs of poverty in extremity of climate, are alone felt in
their full horrars, its privations here are, in comparison, almost non-existent
in the balance. But truly, whatever their means may be, the Bengalee
appear to have little iden of comfort in eommon with our own; and it
is perhaps the more remarkable, after being so long nssociated with Europeans
(I speak more particularly of those in the city), that they should have
picked up so few notions of personal comfort or convenience around them

* 1858, Thacks fo the * Revoli™—ikis happy stafe of things has been sadly chamged. Food is
tow dowble ita former price, and the pressare upon the people, lu cities und towns, is severe.
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in shape of domestic furniture or utensils of the humblest character; not
indeed requiring the expenditure of money so much as the application of
a little ingenuity, o trifle of personal exertion, and a modicum of taste.
It is certain, however, after all, that these things are matters of education,
and thuos, perhaps, “example” is not always better than  precept.”  They
are at least dependent on each other. Indinn notions of comfort lie withouw?
not within doors. They are connected with an inerease of the plot of ground
or plantation, or the number of eattle attached to it ¢ and when by industry
or thrift an addition is made to worldly store, the only alteration it creates
within doors is probably the addition of a ponderous looking wooden treasure
box, in which to store whatever little incrense of means may have accumu-
Inted, together with the jewels of the women—sundry scconnt-books, and
possibly a few brass vessels, which are thought sufficiently valuable to tempt
cupidity.

Attached, or near to the village and the river side, is the Little market-
place, where, upon every Wednesdny and Saturday, n Hawt or pravision and
general market, is held for the benefit of the poor people around.

The residences of the higher servants of the Fuctory, sach as the
Gomastah, Sirears, or writers, and others—all of whom generally have a bevy
of relatives, dependants and assistants abont them—are found very prettily
situnted near to the house at one side of the avenne skirting the garden
grounds, where lofty fir-trees, the babool, and the wide spreading banyan
give beauty and shelter to the spot.
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REEDIROER OF HbiD SEAYLNTE.

April 30,

As every age has its hero—every country its philosopher, poet, or other
conspicuous person, so every village wonld sppear to have its “ character.”
Mulnath, smongst others, has its *“ Fool.” Like most of the dramatic
poet’s fools, however, he of Mulnath—though he may make no outward
display of them—appears to have a portion of his wits, at least, about him.
He keeps them, probably, as a wise man does his purse, hid in a safe pocket
till necessity demands its use. Our friend here without his wits contrives to
keep himself in food and lodging, which is what many people elsewhere, with
all their wits about them, have a great difficulty in doing. He is o Moosul-
min, and continually ejaculating with pious vehemence the Mohummudan
declaration of—La Ellah il-lil Ullah, Mohummud-swr-Russool Ullah!—which
he concludes with an exclamation of Mabood!—Mabood! [the Deity], re-
peated many times over. Walk which way we may, Mr. F and T
generally find this poor fellow at our heels, his approach being invariahly
announced by the premomtory exclamation of Ullak Mabood! Mabood!—
when, coming up and stopping short, he makes n profound and respectful
sulim, bending his body nearly to the ground, aud rising with closed hands
and ineclined head, stands the very picture of resignation and humility, until
a word from my host encournges him to sprak—to pray—to praise—to bless,
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and to beg by turns, He wants a dwrgah (literally a place of sitting or rest-
ing)—*“where he can pray to Cod, and hless the sahib!”—* I want no wife—
1 want no wealth—T want only & durgah, where 1 can worship God, and pray
for master!—Ullah Mabood /*—and then, as though transfixed by a paralytic
stroke, he recloses his hands, and fulls into his original attitude of immovahle
and profound humility.

This morning, whilst ont sketehing, the sound of Ullah Mabood! had
scarcely struck upon my ear when he was at my gide, and making his cnsto-

deep sulfim, he said—* Child, T am in great trouble,—1 cannot get
bread 1*—* Indeed ! (said I) econ you not work P —“ No! (he replied,
instantly assuming an air and tone of great gaiety, as though rejoicing at
his ignorance),—No, 1 eannot do that . all the work that T know is—(laying
down his staff, and elevating his voice to the usual exclamatory piteh)—La
Ellah il-lil Ullah, Mokwminud-ur-Russool Ulluh }—There! that's the work that
1 know—that's all|—La Eflah il-lil Ullah, Muohsmmud-nr-Russool Ullah !"'%—
ending ns usual with the exclamatory ery of Maubood! A trifle—which 1
afterwards found he showed to everybody as he went—uo bad evidence it
may be thought of his insanity—sent him on his way rejoicing.

The history of this poor man would appear to be o sad comment on
the state of domestic morality—or immorality, which is declared to exist more
than would be supposed probable amongst the lower orders of India. Heis
said to have been poisoned by his unfaithful wife; who, anxious to be
ridded of his authority, administered, not the
“leprous distilment of the juice of henbane,”
but of the Dhufoora, or Thorn Apple, which,
failing to  effect her more deadly purpose,” drove
the poor fellow into raving maduess, and finally
left him permanently bereft of his reason, He has
of late, however, greatly improved. At one period
he was so violent and dangerous, as to require to be
hand-cuffed, but he has so far recovered as to have
become harmless and good humoured —roaming
about the neighbourhood in the character of a
religions mendicant, and exciting alike the charity
of the Hindoo, and the pious contributious of  the
Faithful."”

Beyond what T have alrendy told you, the present
month of April, T find, offers nothing that can parti-
cularly interest you in Mofussul, or Planter’s Life
and doings ;—but 1 may mention that on the 12th of

this month the Bengalee year begins, snd as all
wormuiLs, THE s wSUCST uooonnts and agreements run in accordance with the

Bengalee year, its commencement sometimes brings with it a variety of
* There s no Supreme Belng (of God) but God; and Mobwmmud i His Prophet.
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cares and mnxieties to the Planter connected with Ezerahs, or farms held
from Zumeendars, the renewnl of which from year to year often canses much
trouble nnd expense.

The month of May that follows, is generally one only of progression of the
crops,—and burning heat, when the Planter's rides, though perhaps less fre-
quent, are more trying. He rises and starts enrlier; and if detnined late abrond,
only rides the harder to get in again from the sun ; whilst from the numerous
deseriptions of sala tapee, or pith hats, which the ingenuity or whims of Mofus-
sul folk have invented as & protection from the terrible solar beams, he selécts
the thickest and lurgest he can find, or adds a curtnin behind as a further
protection to the neck. So essential and so valuable are these articles, and
xo characteristic of Mofussul life—and so odd withal in their appearance that
they merit not only & passing word, but an illustration also,

Soln hats, T should premise, are made of the pith of a marshy plant, the
Phoot Sala, or light sponge wood, o material which from its lightness permit-

E—- ting the hats to be full half aninch in thickness, is admira-
bly suited for the purpose. For distinction sake, I must
needs confer upon them such names as their shapes may
e vanmas war. suggest. The first, or Farmer's Hat, since the introduae-
tion of the immortal ** Napier Topee,” seems to have been regarded as old
fashioned—ill-fitting, and uncomfortable, and is hence discarded. The next,
or Great Mushroom Topee, is frequently shout w foot =
and a hulf across the base, and (like several others of
this class) is a hat with a daouble roof, with holes
pierced through the upper part of the inner one to
cadmit the air. Noo 3, or Lesser Mushroom Topee,
& differs in nothing from the Grealer
but in being flatter and smaller. ‘Whilst these nare
remarkable for their eccentricity of form, the next, or
No. 4, for which I lack n name, can be distinguished fof
pomen wmsnoon W pothing but its unmitigated tastelessness
and vulgarity. No. §, or the Barn, is nothing more than the
Farmer's hat, pierced at the top, and covered with » mush- |
- room roof; whilst No. 6, or the Toadstool,
is a monstrosity that sets comment arid
good taste ulike ot defisnee !—but it is a
capital potection mevertheless. All these are of the old
sohool. At the head of the modern and more approved
deseription stands the celebrated © Napier
Topee,”—introduced, 1 believe, by our late gallaut Com-
mander-in-Chief Sir Charles Napier. The good taste,
convenient shape and proportions that distinguish this eap,
which is made of grey or drab felt, and has the elegant
form, indeed, of the helmet, have commended it to the e T T
*

TUE PULT TOPEE.

THE BN TOFES.
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patronage of all. It is used by officers in the army (to whom
it must be invaluable), and private individuals, It has lately
been improved by the addition of an opening for ventilation st
the upper part, sometimes so placed as to represent the crest,
and thus to increase its helmet-like appearance, whilst a white
or blue muslin scarf, or turban, is wound around the lower part
of it. The Planter’s * Nupier,” which is made of Sola, and
.I'.‘G\’El'ed* us all the rest are, with white linen, is less elegant, but
more effectunl.  The two peaks are more projective; and
to the hinder part, in place of the ends of n scarf, ns in
the original *Napier” just seen, there is sttached o
curtain to protect that part of the human frame—the
nape of the neck, or upper part of the spine, which is
said to be more susceptible than even the head itself to
injury from the sun. No, 9, or the Joekey, is a forther
modification of the “Napier,” and u further and ludierous
departure from its elegance of form. To these that
beloug (the first “ Napier” excepted) almost exclusively
to the Mofussul, may be added the common Military ot
Navy Undress Cap, with s loose white cover, which heing
wadded with cotton, and extending down the nape of the neck, though not
equal in efficiency to the others for long exposure, is yet a very servieeable,
neat, and comfortable covering, which has been extensively
introduced into the army. There is another description of
Topee, worn by gentlemen in the City and elsewhere, in their
morning or business perigrinations,—a felt “wide awake,”
sy onsss  Around which o white “ pugree,” or muslin
e, band, is thickly wound, o fold of it thrown
over the upper part, and the end falling down over the back
of the neck,—the whole forming a sort of compromise he-
tween that most unmeaning and tasteless article of Enropean wie-wsse e
costume, o black hat, and an Oriental turban,

Whilst the Planter obtains protection from the dreaded sun in the
manner here described, suited to his itinerant and active hahits, the labour-
ing peasant seeks a like security,—if not under his pulm-leaf chatta, or
umbrells,—beneath the ample folds of a eloth wrapped about the head,
surmounted, it may be, by a broad wicker-work Toka, such as T have shewn
you on the head of the Ploughman ; or more leisurely watches his enltivation
from beneath the roof of his koores, or straw hovel, erected for that Purpose
in the midst of his plantation.

T FLANTEA'S Pl

THE BLEEY TUPEE,




LETTER VIIL

Mulnatd  Tuly 1104

MovxTep on the deck of that modern Pegasus—a steamer—a pleasant
trip on board the * Mirzapore,” the largest of our Indian river houts, brought
me upon my present visit into the Mofussul in six hours to Sooksigur,
instead of having it prolonged to a couple of days' tedious journey in the
turdy budgerow. The superior elevation of a steamer, also, towering over
all the native eraft,—through fleets of which, nnwieldy, and unimnageable
as they are, spread over the whole hreadth of the river, nothing but much
akill, care, amd patience, on the part of the commander, conld avoid ronning
u dozen of them down—afforded a view of the banks and country generally
which I never hefore enjoyed.

On renching those poarts of the'country where eultivation would he seen,
the effects of the lnte excessive rains were distressingly apparent. At a
delta formed by the junetion of two branches of the river near Trebany, or
Binsheria, the locality of the Mission School, established there in the year
1844, * the land in every direction sppeared inundated, and nothing but a

* This schaal wes established by the Moy, De. Dafl, and by a singular eourse of ircamedaoses, on
the very prembses engrged by the mombery of the Bramha Shobba, for the propegation of Velontism !
The weans of ibe sssoviation falling of, a0 eppeal to the orthodox Hindoow was mads for suppert, in
which the danger of missionary effsris was urged o strong ground for immediate belp. By nn smusing

-
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few patches of green plant, rice and mustard, here and there, with a few huts,
near which the poor people, like mice on a flosting log, were congregated in
groups, served to mark any distinetion between the two streams. The
water almost everywhere was on a level with the bank, which in the dry
season will be seen to over-top it by several feet—in some places as many as
twelve. Thus, upon nrriving st Sooksiigur, the place, but for the house,
would have been indistinguishable, for the ghiit or landing, up which I have
hitherto been acoustomed to clamber full seven and eight feet, was now
below the edge of the hoat from which I stepped nshore. You may hence
gather some iden of the rise of our Indian rivers.

Arrived at the house, T learnt that riding was out of the question, and
that arrangements had been made for my travelling by pulkee. The country
was flooded in all directions, and the destruction of Indigo plant thronghout
the whole Sooksfigur plantation had been ruinons. The land, as T before
stated, is all low,— the plant, consequently, near the river, entirely submerged,
and that which, being more inland, has escaped total destruction, will be
go saturated, stunted, and washed, as to yield the very poorest amount of
colouring matter. The dejected Gomasta’s account of the disasters of the
senson, were only equalled in dolorous tone by that of the Khidmutgar when
detniling the pains he had so froitlessly been st in daily preparation, three
times repented, of that hospitality of which I had been prevented the earlier
enjoyment.

As you are already familiar with our Indian conveyance, the palkee, or
Palankeen, I need say nothing more of the one in which I was now to
complete my journey, than that it was privafe—which all palkees in the
Mofussul, where there is no constant demand for its use, generally speaking,
must be. The bearers, therefore, (who are n caste of Hindoos termed
Doolé), having nothing of that uniformity either in practice or association
which characterises the City “regulars,” exhibit, of course, all that motley
appearance which rustic * irregulars,” — thongh bearers by caste, vet
spending far more of their time iu tilling the ground than carrying palkees
—mny be expected to present. Young and old, however, fat and lean, tall
and short, or in whatsoever way diversified, there is one uniform charse-
teristic amongst these poor people, which the depressing mfluences of city
life (despite its greater emoluments), and its conventional stiffness seem,
somehow, to destroy,—eheerfulness,—that buoyancy of spirit which appears
to make the burthen light, and to sweeten the cup of toil.

Of this unrestraining E'melii:ity I do not forget an amusing example.
Riding out early one morning with Mr. F—— on the Bongong Road,
we met a dik palkee. The morning had scarcely hroke, and the palkee

pieor of stmplisity the deaft of this appm] was sotually handed to De, Daff, by oue of those wha bad
prepared it, for the fvour of correstion —Chivalry jiself eould not demand such * purveying of & lanes®
to an eoemy na this: snd the loformation thus oltained sabsequimily led to the porchase of the promises
for that mission agninst which they had bean intended na o stronghnld and battery,

!
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doors were closed. With natural curiosity to know who might be the
traveller 20 near to Mulnath, we inquired in an under tone, from one of
the after runners, who it was—* It's a Mem, sir—{loudly bellowed the
rustic,—innocently making as light of the lady’s feelings as of his own
sarrows and burthen, which, nevertheless, he intended to indicate)—a very
fat Mem!"—We were not sorry to let our horses put us quickly out
of sight and heaving of the cavaleade.

Of such as these, then, a motley group of nineteen were gathered
together at seven the next morming—sixteen of whom, or four sets, were to
carry the palkee, and the remaining three, as * banghy bearers,” my traps,—
one of the three being for relief.  The term * bunghy'" refers to the mode in
which the burthen is carried ; which is by its division into two parts—slung at
the two ends of a half or split bamboo, carried across the shonlder, From
the severe pressure of this bamboo, or perhaps more extensively from the
poles of the palkee, you will see many of these poor fellows with Tumps of
hard ar museular flesh formed upon the shoulders full two inches in height |
From better, or more gradual training, as T take it, greater regularity in
practice, and infinitely more moderste exertion at one time, this is very
seldom seen amongst the bearers of Caleutta.

Now the difference between the private dik, and the publie or Govern-
ment ditk is, that the latter is mamnged by relays of eight fresh bearers
at every eighth mile on the ride, whereas with the former, which are
aof conrse confined to some—1 will not sny moderate, but possible distance—
not sbsolutely demanding a camel—a certain number of men perform
the whole journey—which, in the present instance, as 1 have already had
ocension to mention, was precisely twenty-two miles. This will strike yon
with wonder, no donbt,—for whether we regard their appearance—their
food and huohits, or their climate, it is not only marvellous but incompre-
hensible, how a set of men so scant and poor in form—as many of them
are,—so apparently ill adapted for great exertion, should be capable of such
laborions endurance. This capability, however, despite its being based,
#8 no doubt it i, on that enduring spring “ Temperance*’—does not, 1 fear,
inelude impunity to frame and constitution. The blessings of railways
“ that are to be,” thercfore, will not extend to commerce nnd convenience
anly, but to humanity.

Hastily pussing round the Kulyin, or hookah, a few puffs npon fr!'i"'h
seemed as eagerly sought and valued as a ' glass of grog' or a pint of
porter to an English labourer ere entering on his task, the bearers now
shouldered the palkee; but to a citizen newly escaped from bricks and
mortar, and noisy sounds, into the pure and silent nir and green fields of the
country, how was it possible to “hold the shade?” T had not walked above
a mile, however, ere a broad pond of water, knee deep, drove me to‘ the
palkee, nor was I again, until within o few miles of Mulnath, able to quit o
Every five hundred yards of the road was interrupted by deep pools and
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running streams. In the more open parts,  flooded immense,” the country
presented nothing but a succession of broad sheets of deep water, many so
brond and long es to be ensily mistakable for rivers, from which, indeed,
nothing but oceasional islets—patohies of the tall hemp, or more beautiful
green of the water rice plant, peeping above the flood, conld well distingnish
them. Had the palkee been a small flat-hottomed boat, with a pole at exther
end, the labour of the men could frequently have been economized, In
many directions there appeared more water than land.

In the villages, however, nnd wherever else a little more than ordinary
elevation of ground had preserved its features above water, the usual charac-
teristics of Indinn country life once more met the cye.—The mud hut,
always looking as though planted with nice eye and judgment hy some
master artist, amidst the most beeoming folinge in that precise position and
direction most condneive to the picturesque! The tethered or timid cows at
the gate or rustic out-honse, with their astonished calves, looking for the first
time in their lives, possibly, upon n white biped: and the black goat that
cares not for the colour of anybody or anything, save the greem grass
he so industrionsly erops. The men sulim,— the women, standing still,
modestly turn their backs, or sidelong, with half covered, half averted
face, glanee at the passing ‘ Sahib;' the little children run out, or stand
and stare, or seamper back into their huts to view at a safer distance and
draw attention to the novel sight. At every turn, wherever & stream
of water could be intercepted, or its
course, by damming up, be directed
through n norrow chonnel, men and
boys having planted at the entrances
their Ghonees, or basket - ware traps,
some of them (being various in shape)
looking far more like neatly constructed o
bird - cages than fishing-nets—were pa- 4 hOmEE, (WD THAP,
tiently watching for their tiny prey—the diminutive prawns and various
deseriptions of minute fish common to the rivers which, overflowing their
banks, have spread their unresisting little inhabitants in vest sumbers
and a thousand streams, over the face of the conntry.# On the opposite
margins the graceful paddy bird, disturbed from a similar cccupation, erects
its long white neck,—then stooping, springs aloft, or skims over the surfuce
of the water to some more secure spot; whilst the shorp whistle of a
thousand swallows suddenly darting from the ground—the low squeal of
the poddy bird, as be skims over the lnke, and the ecoo of the wild dove
are the only sounds that break upon the stillness of the adr.

* Where the Aver, bursting ita * bund" or embookment, hes freshly broken in, T hase seen men,
withont the aid of say other trap thaw the mige of their eloth, or o hendkerchief, sprend across wuch &
-llam, in less than thirty secounds eapture as many small fish as wonll il s halfping menssre.  The
size ol l.hql: fish varicd from TI:!I'BI~I:|UI.I'I.=I"I of an inch Lo absut two faches In I!.lll.h_
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For full ten miles of the journey there was no abatement of water,
which in some places had so obliterated all traces of the nsual road, that
the bearers were, now and again, obliged to stop, whilst one or two with
their long sticks, searched a-head for the path, and sounded the depth of
water, frequently knee-deep, ere venturing to cross.

On approaching Mulnath, which we did by two o'clock in the afternoon
(no bad travelling, you will acknowledge, considering all things), =ad
evidence everywhere presented itself, even yet, of the mischief done by
the Iate hurricane. Trees blown down, or mutilated —shorn of their
luxuriant proportions, and huts destroyed or unroofed in all directions.
Wonld that the mischief of the gale had ended there ;—but, alas! sixty
poor people, principally old men and women, Ryuts and villagers living
on and attached to the concern,—too infirm to be abroad or active in
the *pitiless storm,” and too weak to resist or to bear violence, perished
under the falling huts snd mud walls that were levelled by its fury !

Two months have now elapsed since this sad ecatastrophe, and the
country has in some degree recovered its appearance, and the poor people
their cheerfulness. There is a thinning of foliage, certainly—an irrecover-
able injury to many of the finest trees, and there is an opening out of
the view in directions never before seen, which, if time do not soon mend,
the eye will quickly become aceustomed to. Beyond this, Mulnath has
suffered little real injury to its charms, There is enough of wood to shelter
the cattle and the beautiful deer that browse in the park,—enough of foliage
to house the blithe birds that are singing and chirraping from morning till
evening,—enough of green herbage to relivve the murkiest sky,—no maore of
water than contributes to the landscape beauty, st least, and there is that
wholesome serenity of air that like  the silence of a Sabbath day—"

] * 8q deep and pure, profannd asd ealm,
8o redalent of Heavenly balm,
Sa lulling to the weary hrenst,
S ike n thing of pegfeet rest,
Missioned the brow of eare to smootl,
Mimioned the pang of grief to soothe,—" *
does indeed minister in no small degree to the reliet, disburdening, and
enjoyment of the mind.
1 would that this selfish view of the matter, however, were the only
one that could be taken; but, unhappily, there is one feature in the
Iandscape, ns you will already have gathered, which, however pretty it may
look in pictures,—this world of water—is to the planter and my host, a
worlidl of woe! Around the immediate neighbourhood of Mulnath, where
the land is high, injury to the Indigo plant has been comparatively trifling,
but in the out fasctories, wherever the land is low, as at Sooksdgur, and the
inundations heavy, the mischief has been extreme. Fortunately for the

o v Subbath Silence” ™ Madonsa Fia, and other Foews,” by Jar. Gregoe Grosl.
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poor in this neighbourhood, their rice (the Ouns-Dhan), which has now
attained nearly its full growth and strength, promises to spare them any
immediate participation in the sorrows of the senson—for, although, nnlike
the Amun-Dhan, it will not bear standing in water, it will yet, unless the
ear be ripe, put up with a pretty good souking from min without injury.

We have now arrived at the manufacturing season, so that 1 find all
activity at the Factory; and as this is an important and interesting business,
I shall lot it form the subject of a distinct Letter.  But first, a few words as
to what has taken place since my last visit here. During the month of June
there is generally little to mark in the affairs of the Planter. The rains,
however, usually set in, which, of course, produce many changes in the
features of the country, and cause a rapid development of the plant, but
unless the rain has fullen in any extreme degree,
or the inundations have commenced, the time is
usually nothing more than one of progression of
the crops, both Indigo and Rice. Buot there is
another erop, belonging to the Ryuts, which has
now arrived at maturity, and is in course of manu-
facture. This is Hemp, the appearnnce of which
adds a lovely feature to the landscape,

There are three descriptions of this plant.
The first and best, which is enlled Sun, or Sdon,
is sown in June,—arrives at matority in sbout
forty-five days, and
during that time, so
rapid is its growth,
- attains the height

TUE §EN mrar. of cight and some-
times nine feet, when its brillint yellow
flowers, which grow in spires upon every
stem, enrich the landscape with the appearance
of « field of waving gold.

In order to obtain the fibre, or hemp, which
lies in the outer covering of the stem, the plant
is steeped in the river for two days and a half
and beaten. The second deseription of hemp
is called Koosta,—bears the same kind of
o~ flower, and requires five or six days steeping

% cre it can be manufactured. The third kind,
or Mésta, is distinguished by a very pretty
stor-shaped leatf. Like the Koosfa, it is an
inferior kind of hemp, and also requires five
or six days steeping, ere preparation. The
better description of hemp, or Sun, is said to

TOE WEFTL EEWNF,
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yield the cultivator about five roopees the biggnh—or say thirty shillings per
acre. Genernlly speaking, however, the people about here cnltivate no more
of this plant than they require for their own purposes, and themselves ronghly
manufacture their line and rope by hand.
Before closing, I must tell you that the sanctity nnd repose of the
benutiful lnke, skirting the house, has been invaded | Swollen to an un-
degree by the late rains and inundations, its waters have united
themselves with the river by a creek sufficiently broad to admit a hoat, and
a brute of an Alligator, availing himself of the opportunity, has walked in—
taken possession—and now Toams the lake from end to end, levying black
mail on fish, fowl, or whatever else edible may come within hig reach | The
geese, belonging to the house, that were want to enjoy its waters in peace,
have consequently been decreasing, and the servants, uo longer daring to
enter the lake are compelled to fetch water from its margin and to bathe
upon land. Reeeiving sudden intelligence yesterday of the animal having
come up upon the very bank of the garden, 1 hastened to the spot, but
ere 1 could get rifle. to shoulder, he had taken to the water, and was
swimming, with nose ouly above the surface, in that direction in which it
was easy to wound, but impossible to kill.

AR UF MULELTE GLOIERS,
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LETTER VIIL

Muluath, July 204,

Wurs the season has arrived for mmnufacturing, all becomes life and
animation shout & Factory. 1f it be n small one, limited in its operntions—
say producing about 250 muns, or 17 ewt. of lodigo in its season, it is
probable that the immediate neighbourhood of the works furnishes all the
necessary labourers—peasants hired expressly for the mannfacturing period ;
but if the factory be a large one, like this of Mulnath, probably upwards of
one liundred men have to be summoned from some bordering distriet,  Many
come from Midnapore, but the greater number belong to some of the jungle
tribes of Mamnbhoom, or Simblivom—sometimes termed Jungle Mehars, in
the nrighbourhood of Bankra, but commonly called Bhoona, or Bhoonwa
Coolies,

These poor people, who are thus willing to come a journey of probably
one hundred and twenty miles, in order to obtain the advantage of employ-
ment upon a small salary for n brief period, receive, it may be, three Roopees
in advance, ere guitting their homes, to provide for the support of their
families during their absence ; and such is their frugality until returning
that they generally take back with them about nine-tenths of their earnings.
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They purchase, probably, a roopee’s worth of rice—enough to serve them
during their whole stay, and the moment their morning's work has heen
completed, they resort to the nesrest stream or lake to obtain, cither by a
small fishing net, or the simple contrivance 1 have already deseribed to you,
a few small fish to cook with it,—and thus their simple meals are supplied
at n cost of little more than the plain rice. In this they have been peculiarly
favoured by the late inundations, which have hronght numerons little strenms
from the river across the low land, wherein numbers may be seen fighing,
bathing, or watering their cattle, free from the fear of alligators’ jaws,

AIFER FLOWIHG IPTO THE LIEE  FROFLE FEATSG, &7,

Amongst the Bhoonr Coolies, however, great numbers not only bring their
wives and children with them, but settle, and form villages exclusively of
their own tribe,—as they haye done at Mulusth, in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the Factory, where, at the present time, the women are as
busily engaged as the men, In this case their children may be seen
patiently and gravely sitting st the water's edge, with a bit of line, to which
a thorn of the babool tree serves for a hook, and a small twig of wood for a
rod, when in less than an hour they have probably eaught as many fish,
{(abounding at the present time), as serve at least for a seasoning to the frugal
meal of rice which is prepared for the whole family. The saluries of these
labourers differ. The Miduspore men receive four Roopees per month
(about 8s.), the Bhoona only three, snd the women and boys two Hoopees
per month. Advantages, however, in other ways, are offered them to
encourage their settling upon the spot. They are allowed to rent land for
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their own cultivation nt half nerick, ov rent,—an advantage of which they
appear glad to avail themselves.

TOE TACTOETJEu0RE, ¥,

And now the Factory is cleared out, and the repairs of the various
working parts, that have been lying idle for nine months, duly seen to.

Men professing the various erafts of Bricklayer, Ironsmith, and Carpenter,
are ready at hand in the village. The pumps are put in order ; the godown,
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or warchouse, arranged for reception of the Indigo ; boats, carts, and people
are got ready to bring in the produce; and the cutting of the plant, which
has now attained its full growth of about five feet, commences.

Having already explained to you the difference between Ryutee and
Neezabad, or private cultivation®* I need here only mention that in the
former system, the Byut cuts and packs the plant at liis own cost and labour,
but the Factory pays the expense of the conveyance to the vats. Now,
us the cultivation pertaining to ane factory alone extends over a space of
probably forty square miles—I do not mean uninterruptedly, but alternately,
it may be, with rice and other produce—numerous conveyances are, of
course, requisite to bring the plant to the works; and as the rivers, crecks,

and lakes of this part of Bengal, from their singular and NNmMErgus sinuoesi-
ties, intersect the country in all directions, and at the present season are
swollen to an extraordinary degree, mniting themselves to each other, and
thus cresting fresh and innumerable channels, much the greater quantity
of plant is brought by boaf, whilst the remainder—the produce of fields
contiguous to the Fuctory, or otherwise more conveniently hrought by land—
is conveyed on the common Hackree, or Bullock-cart.

On arriving at the Factory ground, or Nee! Kola, s it is termed—which
here is a gentle slope, extending from the vats down to the lake, and shaded
by a picturesque cluster or grove of luxuriant Toon trees,—the plant, if
belonging to the Fuctory, is ut once curried up and piled, or thrown loosely
into the vat, ready for use; but if belonging to the Ryuts, an aceount has
to be kept of the quantity bronght, and this is done by the Oozundar, or

* Puge 90.
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Mensurer, who, with an iron chain of precisely six feet in length, measures
round the girth of the plant, and as much as this embraces is termed
@ Bundle. 1t is probably not casy to suggest a better method—unless an
ingeniously contrived machine, eapable of regulating pressure—hnt the mode
I have just described certainly seems open to abuse and objection. A

TART OF .

powerful arm will compress far more plant than n weak one. But there
can be little doubt how the energies of hoth may be stimulated, or moderated,
by spite or a bribe; and the Oozundar does not “move in a cirele of
society”” which would render him above the temptation., TIn this way either
the Ryut or the Factory may be wronged. If the plant were always of
its full growth of about five feet, the danger to the Ryut would he less,
becanze hard stalks are not readily compressed ; but the manner of mensur-
ing renders it necessary that not only shonld there he six feet in girth,
hut also in length, and to affect this the plant is placed on the ground, end
to end, the stalks outward, so that at a bad season, when the plant is stumted,
thin, nnd short, the compression of the chain in the centre takes plaee, not
on a fair proportion of stalk and leaf together, but, it mny he, almost exclu-
sively on soft leaves. Tt is to avoid this inequality snd risk that T under-
stand some cultivators, whose produce is sufficient (but these I believe are
few), prefer the wholesale messurement by the raf, the contents of which,
when filled, bheing well known, offers, it is thought, a more equitable mode
of measurement.  To this plan of course no chjection is made. But in the
numerons cases where Rynuts cultivate only a small portion of land, insuf-
ficient to fill a vat with plant, recourse must be had to the chain,—for any
attempt on their part to unite their produce in order to fill a vat wounld only
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lead to never-ending quarrels between them.

INDIGH VAT.

In the Tirhoot district, where

Indigo is very extensively eultivated, another gystem altogether is adopted,
which is probably much fairer. The ground is measured, and the plant,
before being reaped, is valued sccording to its quality, and paid for as
it stands,

Whilst the measuring is going on, and it may be a squabble or two,
which either that operation, or the confusion of carts, is not unlikely st
times to occasion, are being adjusted, I must familiarize vou with the
construction of the vats, in which the provess of separating the colouring
matter from the plant is performed. Here the pencil must assist us.  Vats
are in pairs, the wpper and the Jower, snd form a long range of low, well
built, and finished brick and plaster huildings, closely tiled on the floor, hut
open to the sky above. This is essentinl. They are about twenty-one feet
square, by three and o half feet in depth. In a small Factory there are
probably not more than six pairs of these vats, but in the more extensive
kind seldom less than twelve, At Mulnath I find not only these twelve, but

THE VT,

three extra detached pairs, to meet the possible happy fortune of a more than
ordinarily good season requiring their aid ; for where there is an nhundance
of plant no delay is admissible in cutting. Independently of overgrowth
being prejudicial, a sudden rise in the river might destroy several hundred
acres of plant upon its margin in the course of a single night ; and when cut
it ennmot be stacked like corn, because it would rot. It must be manufac-
tured at once. Occasionally, however, plant arriving very late in the
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evening is kept until morning by spreading it out upon the ground to
prevent fermentation, which, if the plant be wet, would occur if left in
closely-packed bundles or sheaves.

During ordinary or indifferent periods, probably not more than six or
eight pairs of vats are bronglit into use, but at more prosperous seasoms the
whole fifteen have been kept in constant employ. A season so prosperous is
of course pronounced s bumper,”—and the heart of the Planter iz made
“fat with joy.”"—It hod need,—for there is ““a time to weep and a time to
lnugh ;" —the last three sensons have probably been disastrous,—or it may
be that the “ three cars, blighted and withered,” are at hand, Our intelli-
gent friend, the native doctor, here informs me that it is generally thought
amongst the natives that prosperity and adversity are oftentimes alternately
shared by the Planters and the riee enltivators ;—that for three years
moderation in rain, and much sun, which is injurious to rice, favours the
Indigo, and that the succeeding three years of imundation and much rain,
that are destructive to Indigo, is beneficinl to rice. The present season,
from the ercess of inundation, has not only proved disastrous to indigo
prospects, but in some parts of the country where the land is very low, and
the inundations proved heavy, the Ous rice crops have been entirely sub-
merged—and lost | —Need I picture to you the distress which at sach time
must follow ?

THE NEEL K0Ld CARRTING DUDQD ™0 THE TITR

It is now time to return to the sloping ground, or Neel Kola, where I
left them measuring, squabbling, bundling out the plant from boat and eart,
and hallocing to, or abusing the poor cows which, the moment they are
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released from the yoke, quietly tarn about, and very wisely hrowse upon
the green plant they have been at the lahour of bringing so far.
And now the work of packing commences. Men and women are busily
engaged in carrying the plant up
to the vats—generally on the
head, but sometimes by men,
more expeditiously, on a couple
of bamboos, corried between two
of them, like a sedon chair, on
which the Indigo is heaped across,
The upper vats having been cleaned
out and plugged up, the plant is
closely packed at an angle of 70,
or nearly upright, with the leaf
of the lower tier upwards, and
of the higher downwards, a few
bundles having previously been !
t]]ruw“ l.n] huﬁxulltnIIF m ﬁu up TWoMEN DRI l‘l.l-.'ﬂf hl THE Vi,
the corners or angles of that end
at which the packing commences. Any hollows observable at the top nre
then filled up by a few bundles opened out and thrown into them, wherever
it mny be necessary. Probably one hundred official bundles are
required to fill a vat. This done, about twenty bamboos are laid ITH
at intervals of a foot apart upon the top of the !
plant and across the vat. Three massive benms
of wood, nine or ten inches square, hooked at
one end under astrong iron pin passing throngh eosenmss
two uprights of wood st the upper end of the "%
vat, are then lnid over the bamboos, and several men
standing on the other end of ench, weigh it down until
sufficiently compressed to admit of an iron pin being passed over it through
the upper hole of a corresponding pair of uprights on the apposite side of the
vat. A hlack of wood about six inches sguare, and a couple of feet in
length, is then laid across the beam, close to the uprights, to serve as a
fulerum on which the final power of a long lever g
is applied to eflect the necessary compiression of %.,
the plant. This lever is a beam of wood, about e
fifteen feet in length, with n pair of powerful iron hooks st one end. This
is hooked under a second and upper pin, when six or eight men, some stand-
ing on, and others hanging by the end, weigh it down till the entire surface
of the plant is pressed to its proper level, which is to within six or eight
inches of the top of the vat. The beam being then made fast by shifting
the first pin lower down in the uprights, and the same operation gone
through with each of the beams, the contents of the vat are ready for steeping.
it

NG OF PLESIEMG HUL.
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FRANMRDIGC TEE TLANT.

Leaving it so for a short time, T have nmow to direct your attention
to the long line of agueduct leading from the river side to the Foctory,*—
no longer, as in the dry season, imperfect, and many fect above the water,

VAT FILLED AND RLANT FORE STEEFiNG.

but complete, and st the Factory end, where before carts passed  beneath 1t
on dry ground, now only four or five inches sbove the surface of the water,
* See puge 4.
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This shows the lake to have risen about fifteen feet in height during the
present season !

At either end of this aqueduct is o Chinese pump.—But here you will,
no doubt, ask why, with so fine a sheet of water close to the very vats of
the Factory, there should be any necessity for an expensive line of aqueduet,
ahout four hundred feet in length, and two pumps instead of one, 1 shounld,
therefore, explain that pure river water is essential to the success of the
steeping, in consequence of its being softer, and possessing some other
quality which it is found favours a better development of the eolouring
matter.

The Chinese pumps being identical in their construction, I need only
mention that the further, or outer one, rnises the water from the river into
the aqueduct, from which it Hows into & small reservoir on this side the
lnke,—thence, by a second Chinese pump, it is raised a step higher, and

CHENESE FiF, TOF TIOW.

here we may stop for & moment to examine a portion of the construction of
these very ingenious pumps, which are worked, you will ohserve, upon the
principle of the tread-mill. A sucoession of scrapers,
linked together like a chain, at intervals of about eight
inches from each other, and fitting, fnot tightly, but
freely, in a wooden trough, drag, or scrape the water up
its channel into a second and shorter aqueduct.

To meet the event of a more extensive or rapid
supply of water being needed, and also the possibility p—
of the one getting out of repair, provision, you will
ohserve, is made in the masonry for a second pump, the channel from
which unites itself with that of the first.
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Mulnath ground being very hizh, the elevation which the water has
attained by means of this pump is insufficient, and therefore a third pump
is requisite, about thirty yards inland, in order to raise the water into the

great reservoir.

GRINESE FEEF WEEEDNG.

You now have a more complete view of the operation, and may observe
that the continuous chain of scrapers passes over a wheel at hoth ends of
its journey ; that as the upper, or visihle half is travelling downwards, the
lower earrying the water along with it, is of course rmunning upwards; and
that as the upper wheel, forming the centre of the nxle which the men are
turning, gives motion to the whole, the lower wheel is a mere revolver,
turned by the action of the scrapers passing round it. If we step a little
nearer, and upon the other side, all this will be more evident.

The construction of the whole machinery will now be intelligible. The
box, or trap, is supported at its upper part against the edge of the great
reservoir—the middle part by a portion of the bank of the small or lower
reservoir, and its foot, which dips into the water to the depth of one of the
scrapers, Tests upon a small step of masonry. The mode in which the teeth
of the wheel or picion on the treadle sct upon the scrapers is now more
clearly apparent, and the manner in which they turn at the foot and pass
up again at the bottom of the trough will not be less so. 1 should add that
the upper line of serapers is preserved from coming into contact with the
lower by a thin plank interposed between them.

Though the Chinese pump may appear to be a very complicated picce of
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machinery, as it is also a terribly noisy one, it has important advantages ;—
the ease with which, when out of order, any part is repaired on the premises,
by the common Mistree or native carpenter, and the great body of water

WAL TIEW oF CIUNESN FUNP.

it throws up within a short space of time. When well worked by a full
complement of six men, it is calculated to discharge 11,136 gallons of water
in an hour,

The reservoir being now supplied with the requisite water, we will retarn
to the vat, which we left filled with plant ready for steeping ; and this process
is effected by opening a sluice or door from the main
aqueduct of the reservoir into the vat, and allowing the water i
to flow in until the plant is covered. It is generally about —
five or six o'clock in the evening when this operation is
completed, and as the time allowed for steeping varies from !
ten or eleven hours during hot nights, to twelve or twelve | .
and n half during cooler, it is about daylight of the following
morning when the time for the next operation has arrived. At that time,
sccordingly, all are again assembled, and whilst frosh loads of plant begin
to arrive in boat and cart, snd the various operatives prepare their several
departments for the day’s proceedings, the Superintendent, or it may be the
Planter himself, examines the condition of the vat, the water in which, it
will be found, from the swelling of the plant, hus risen full six inches. The
surface presents a strange mottled appearance in colour—principally of purple
and coppery lues, partially covered with a bluish froth. This indicates o




126 RURAL LIFE IN BENGAL.

sufficiency of steeping, which, if overdone, would be injurious. It has

probably been tested also by dipping a thermometer into the liguid, the

temperature of which affords a further guide as to the sufficiency or otherwise
«of the steeping.

The great plug leading from the bottom of the steeping vat into the
lower, or beating vat, is now drawn, and the liquid, of & dull, or sometimes
bright orange colour, but st first of horrid odour, is allowed to run out. As it
spreads on the floor the orange colour is exchanged for a bright raw green,
covered with a beautiful lemon-coloured cream or froth,

CARETING AWAT THE DLiE FLINT.

The leaves and bamboos being removed from the upper vat, the faded
and dead plant, covered with bluish froth, is carried away by the same men
and women who brought it, to an appointed place—a spare piece of ground at
hand, and spread about to dry. In this condition it is called “ reefee,”—of
no sweet-smelling savour to the olfactory nerves of strangers, but of perfect
indifference to those who have become sccustomed to it, In the course of
about three months it becomes thoroughly dry, and is finally stacked, in
order to furnish economical fuel for the boiler of the Factory at the next
manufacturing season.  Much of it also is used as manure for the soil, either
in the garden or the immediate neighbonrhood of the Factory ; and the poor
belonging to the concern are allowed, T believe, to take away & small supply
for their own domestic necessitjes,

The whole of the liquid having been drawn off into the lower vat, it is
then ready for the process of Beating.
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Ten men—the Beaters—mow jump into the vat, up to their hips in

THE STACE OF CERTER, il FEAD (FDO0 FLASY,

the liguid, and ranging themselves, five at cach end, commence the work

BEATING THE ENedul

of beating, which is done by means of a flat piece of bamboo, five feet in
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length, cat like an oar, broad st one end, with which they beat, or violently
stir, splash, or plongh up the liquid, until the whole surface, at all four sides
and corners, wherein the men are not actunlly beating, is covered with heaps
of bluish foam, resembling soap-suds, upwnrds of a foot in thickness, and
the whole contents of the vat are in violent commotion. Every conceivable
variety of action is given by the men in order to make the beating perfect.
They range themselves vis-d-vis, and advance, beating until within four feet
of each other—then retreat to either end, generally beating in the opposite
direction to their companions in front, lest, by all beating in one direction,
the force of so many oars together should drive the liguid—too precious to
be wasted—over the edge of the vat. They will face to the right—then
to the left—changing hands as they do so—then range themselves in one
ling, and beat from end to end,—then divide agnin into two as at first—then
form a cirele, and beat towards each other— retreating, chinsing” —like the
figures in a quadrille, and then travel in circle, until the whole contents
of the vat are in a whirl.

Upon first running off this liqnid, as T have said, it is of & darkish orange
colour—then of s light green. On settling in the vat it seems to be a dark
green, but upon stirring the surface it appears of a greenigh or hright olive ;
so that I am puzzled to tell you what precise colour it really has, for being,
like the ses, exposed to the sky, in like way its quantity and the state of the
weather influence its appearance. When the beat-
ing commences, however, it generally presents a
delicate light green complexion. This, through
& variety of beautiful changes, gradually darkens
into o prussian green, and from that, ns the beat-
ing continues, and the colouring matter more per-
fectly develops itself (the froth having almost
entirely subsided), into the intense deep blue of
the ocean in stormy weather.

By this time the men present the oddest and
wildest appearance imaginable. From the erown
of their heads to the soles of their feet they are of
course deep dyed and dripping with the hlue colour-
ing matter. You think of “blue devils”—but
only to laugh, as at many other facetie in this life,
when idealities and realities are brought together;
for in truth these are “merry devils,” who by the
comicality of their appearance, gestures, exclama-
tions, and mirth, are more likely to dispel than

2 wmoons coce, varmares,  CNCOUTAge the dull spirit in the most misanthropic
hreast,

The operation of beating continues for about two hours,—the men
amusing themselves and encournging each other the while by sundry
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vehement cries and songs,—generally not particularly distinguished for
elegance or purity.

The object of the operation I have just described is to separate the
grain or colouring matter from the liguid. A late experiment made here
by Mz F would seem to show that this is principally effected by
exposure af the liguid to the almospherie air, and this of course is necom-
plished by the “beating,” which by continued plonghing and splashing,
exposes every particle of the liguid to the nir; but whether this exposure
alone, without the beating or churning process, would produce altogether
the same effect, I am not advised—The Gomastah or Superintendant, the
“ Rung Mistree ™ or Colour man, or the Planter himself, now carefully ex-
amines the liguid, by this time of a thorongh deep blue, and a small quantity

Al is frequently taken up on a white plate,
— = i=;—-ﬂ_- —:j‘f
= (T g e o

and submitted for his inspection. If on
resting for a sccond or two the groin,
which is of course exceedingly fine, ap-
- "¢ pears rendy to separate and precipitate,
- and the water is free

? ¢ -  from hlue discolour-
ation, the operation
s complete. The
whole is then per-
mitted to rest for

PLIGS AN DHAED OF LoWKE TAT. sbout two hours, . . L
when the feenln or

grain, having subsided, the waste water, of a coffee colour, is gradually drawn

off from the surface by means of a series of plugs (the upper one at first heing

only partially opened) placed one above the other in front of the vat, under

which plugs there is an aqueduct for the purpose of receiving and carrying

awny the waste liguid into the river.

The waste water having been gradually deawn off leaves the sediment
still mixed with some portion, but not
more than is requisite to keep it suf-
ficiently soft to be drawn off. At
one time this was effocted by being
lifted or baled out of the vat, and
passed down the tunnel or pipe marked
() in the marginal sketch, but this
was found to oceasion much waste in
every way, and it is now done hy the
removal of the lowest plug (n) placed at
the very bottom of the vat, when the
colouring matter, which is probably
four fingers only in depth, is discharged into a second or smaller, and nearer

IERGG0 MESERTUN ] MIEIE 5F EAWINW BFF
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aqueduct, throngh which it is conveyed by the plug-hole (¢) into a small
reservoir, nnd from thence it is pumped up into the Boiler, which i fmme-
distely belind it.

The Furnaces are found at the end of the Factory ; the former attended
by a couple of Stokers, and fed with the Cetee or dried plant, ns 1 have
already mentioned,  The only view we
can obtnin of the Boilers is from their
upper part, where at the further and
outer end the pump is seen to commu-
nicate with them. In some Fuctories
the Iudigo is kept stirred in the
Boilers by means of a perpendicular
rod in the centre, fitted with cross
pieces or spokes, which are kept in
motion by a man or boy engaged to
turn the apparatus,

The Boiling, which i continued
for ahout two hours, being complete,

TiE BN the next process is that of Straining.

To effect this the lower part of the

boiler communicates, by means of plugs, with the straining table, which is a
shallow vat, probably a foot and a half in depth, the lower part of which is
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covered with a grating of split bamboos, raised shout three inches from
the hottom hy resting upon solid bamhboos,

Above the grating the table is divided, by —Emr'—
menns of bamboo poles placed aeross it at e
certain distances, into several compartmonts,

so as to suit the quantity of Indigo manufactured.  Over the whaole of this is
now spread an immense cloth of American sheeting, which is confined in its
place, as you will observe, by pegs resembling English clothes-pegs, fitting
and jamming the eloth onto the bumboos henenth,

As the liguid when poured from the Boiler is apt to contain much foreign
matter and dirt, a long picee of some eoarse kind of cloth is tied to the
mouth of the large plug, supposing one only to be used, and held at the
other end by an ussistant, who keeps it in constant agitation as the lquid
runs through onto the Straming Table.

All this being ready, the plug of the Boiler, seen at the further end of
the vat or table, is opened, and the Indigo, now a hot and smoking gluten,
is run on to the sheet. At first, whilst the cloth is fresh, the water, draining
from the mass, carries with it Indigo and all. To prevent the loss this would
oceasion, the plugs at the lowest part of the Straining Vat are opened, when
the liquid running out is eaught and retained in a small circular reservair
(part of the agueduct), from whenee, by aid of a hand-shovel or scoop, it is
taken up by an attendant, who re-strains it through a small strainer, observable
resting on the edges of one of the compartments, This is repeated until the
cloth, having swollen, retains a sufficient quantity of sediment in its texture
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to prevent mny more escaping, and the waste water is no longer bine, but of
the same pale coffee colonr as that run off from the Beating Vats,

In the event of a * bumper” season having produced a larger amount of
fecula than one straining table is capable of
receiving, there is an additionn] table in a cor-
responding division of the huilding, onto which
a# branch plug from the Boilers conveys the
feculn.

The Indigo having been run onto the tahble
ahout seven in the morning, remains straining
until the afterncon, by which time the fecals
has been reduced in volume to about two inches.
The men then, seizing hold of the lower end of
the sheet, haul about two-thirds of the contents
onto the remainder, thus increasing the thick-
ness to about six or eight inches, but reducing
the surface to one-third, The sheet is now both
ahove and below the Indigo, when the spare
bamboo grating is taken up and plsced on the top, and heavy blocks of
wood, lids of pressing boxes, ar other such weighty material, are placed
above the whole. The object of this is to assist in pressing out whatever
water may yet remain in the mass preparatory to its final pressing. In this
state it is left to drain all night,

At an early hour on the following morning the work of Pressing com-
meneos ; and here it is necessary 1 should de-
scribe the machinery used in the operation. The
Pressing Boxes, which are ahout three foet long,
by two broad, are formed of separste pieces of
very stout plank, which fasten together by pins,
and take to pieces as requisite, The bottom is
scored across into little channels, and pierced with
holes where the scorings cross each other, The sides
ulso are pierced, and their upper edges deep scored
in like way. The lid, which fits slackly in the Box, >
has a platform of stout cross picces raised upon it, the ~ “" ™ ™0 =
object of which will be apparent when we come to the pressing.,

Six boxes of this description having been prepared, each is lined with a
sheet of loose eloth sufficiently lurge on all sides
to lap over and eover the npper part of the con-
tents of the hox when filled. Thus prepared,
two boxes at a time are now placed between the
Press pillars, and are ready for the reception of
the Indigo. The filling then commences. The
Indigo, still a wet thick gluten sbout the con-

EITRL FTEAINING TLNLE,

FREBEIN) FOT COMFLETE.
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sistency of butter, is brought in pails, and the boxes are filled until the
centre of the mass is three or four inches above the edges of the boxes. The

FRERSINI DOXES LINED,

cloths are then care-
fully laid over it
from all four sides,
—uorner hits also are
mserted and turned
OVET, 50 05 to prevent
the possihility of the
materinl  escaping,
and the lids (a) fitted
on. Twoother boxes
being now prepared
are placed upon the
tope  of the first,
unid square blocks of
woold (marked (8) in

the drawing beneath) laid across the lids of the upper ones.

The work of serewing now begins, for until these boxes have been some-
what compressed there is not room for the third pair to be introduced. At
first, eonsequent on the mass of Indigo projecting above the box ohservable

at (c), the pressure is uneven, and the Pressmen insert small wedges on
whichever side the inclination appears, until the mass becomes square, when
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they are no longer required. Immediately that the serewing commences the
water begins to flow from all sides, and the object of the numerous scorings
and piercings in the boxes will now be apparent, Originally 1 am told, these
scorings also served to mark the size of the cakes into which the hlock was
to be cut, but that forms no part of their design in the present day.

The operations 1 have just described commence at nine in the morning,
and end in the evening, At first the sevewing is rapid, but as the draining
proceeds, and the materinl becomes harder, an additional turn, or half turn,
of the serew is sufficient at long intervals, so that by five or six in the evening
the mass of gluten, which in the morning was twelve or thirteen inches thick,
has been compressed into the space of four inches, until, in ghort, the lids
have sank within the boxes, and the blocks (8) and the bottoms of the upper
boxes rest upon the edges of the lower. Hence you will observe the use of
the platforms of cross pieces built upon the lids, the depth of wlhich, nicely
adjusted to the required degree, serve as guides to the extent of pressure
requisite. In this state the whole is allowed to remain all night until six
o’clock next morning, when nearly every particle of water has of course run
out, and left the Indigo of precisely the same consistency as a bar of soap.

The press is now opencd—the hoxes removed—one side displaced hy
knocking out the pins, and the remaining three lifted away from the block
of Indigo that rests at the bottom. The cloth is
then earefully removed from the block of Indigo,
which is trimmed of all those superfluous corners
and projections that, consequent on the Tid
fitting loosely into the hoxes, are found to have

i been squeezed up, a quarter of an inch thick,
it and an inch and a half high all round the edges.
These cuttings and trimmings are gathered together, and rehoiled with the
next doy’s mannfacture.

The block is now ready to
be eut into cakes ; but simple
as this operntion may appear,
the aid of the pencil is neces-
eary for its explanation, The
first cutting-frame used resem-
bles a drawing easel, which is
piereed into seven perpendicu-
lar grooves, extending upwards
to within a couple of inches of
the upper edge, and downwards
about half am inch deep into
the ledging, npon which the
block of Indigo is earcfully EIC S
lifted and adjusted. This done, two men seat themselves on either side




THE MANTPAUTURE OF INDIGO, 135

of the fenme, and passing o wire, to one end of which there is n handle,
through the grooves, draw it down from the top to the bottom, mnd so
ent the block into seven long hars, These bars are then carried to a table,
where a second cutting frame is rendy for its recep-
tion. This is a long box, open at the top and at
cither endl, and, like the first frame, grooved into
divisions correspanding with the sise of cakes into
PR which the Indigo is now finally to be ent. Into
; this box the bar of Indigo is slid, and this, its lost
cutting, is effected by a little instrument resembling a pair of wooden com-
pasaes, or shears, with n wire stretched aeross the large end, which
it is almost superfluons to say is simply and rapidly pressed down
the grooves throngh the bar of Indigo.
Being now divided into six ecakes, these are handed to the
Stamper, n man who, standing nt the same table, places the cakes,
one by one, on a small block of wood, and, after dusting the upper
side with fine sifted nshes from the furnace, impresses on cach, ™= e
with o large brass stamp and n wooden mallet, the name of the Factory
—the initinls of the manufactorer, and o number, denoting the day of
its preparation. The moment this operation is complete, the cakes are

AIETTEINGE AT BTAMPINE TWE DRONHL

carried away by boys to the Drying Room, a compartment of which you have
seen converted into a school room (wide p, 45, where upon bamboo grating or
shelves, reaching nearly to the roof, they are ranged in rows, and left to dry
for the space, probably, of three months, at the end of which time the weight
of esch eake has become reduced from about twenty-four ounces to little
more than eight,

1In this condition the Indigo is ready for packing,—and now the carpenter
ani his mates are busily engnged in preparing the requisite boxes, in which
it is carefully packed, and at the season 1 have alrendy desbribed, is sent
down in boats to Caleutta, and shipped for Europe,—where upon being
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unpacked agninst the quarterly sales, it is tossed out of the chests, and
all the lnhonr and pains bestowed on the mathematically squared and
nicely trimmed and stamped cakes is found in many instances thrown away
upon & mass of shapeless broken lumps and blue powder,—traces of which

PAErENTERS HObEE A5D UsooEDE.

upon the ground,—heavy weather at sea having daomaged the chests,—T can
remember observing to extend from aship in the West India Docks, throngh-
out the whole length of the Commercial Road to Cannon Street in the City!

And thus, to the best of my power, I have deseribed to you the whole
process of the munufactore of Indigo.
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LETTER IX.

Muinath, dugnuat 14tk

Brerong taking leave of the subject of the “manufacture” with which
my lnst letter was occupied, it may not be altogether uninteresting if I tell
you something more as to the living machinery
which the operations I have been describing have
set to work, and bronght into active employment.

There is, first of all, the Gomastah—the head cul-
tivator—Bahoo Hurris Chunder Mookerjee—an in-
telligent—hnppy-faced, and, I believe, good-natured
Hindoo of the
higher or Brah-
min arder, hav-
ing for less than
common of that
husiness-like
caleulating phy-
siognomy which
is thought echa-
moteristic of his
class or oocupa-
pation, and of
which, perhaps, | o cocvpen mommnies consman.

T
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our studions-looking friend here—the Gomastah of one of the out-factories,
who enme in the other morning on duty,—offers & mueh grester share.——
“ But, sir,” said he (after sitting down, at my request, to be drawn), ™ what
will be your prafit by taking my picture 1t is questionahle whether my
reply would afford him a very exalted conception of my business acumen.

The salary of a Gomastah varies from twenty-five to fifty roopees per
month—but this is not the extent of his income ; and here we fall upon that
shomination, respecting which 1 have alresdy snid so much,—the Dustooree
system. It is, of course, to the Gomastah that the first, and most probably
the heaviest instalment of this tax is paid, and what Ryut is theve who wounld
dream of its evasion *—Since the date of my former letter, in which T dwelt
on this subject, T have heen assured by Mr. J 11 , of the Neechindi-
pore concern, that he once endeavoured to put a stop to the villainous
practice by paying the moncy Aimself to the Rynis! The consequence was
precisely that which 1 have described s taking place with the Calentta
Durwan,—they quictly retnrmed, and paid the Gomastah his dustooree !
Speaking a few days ngo with a very intelligent native of this place, and
questioning him respecting the various cultivations of the season, and lastly
touching Indigo and the Ryuts, he said :—* Sir, they don't mind cultivating
Indigo ;—that is not it,—it is the dustooree which is taken from them ;”—and
the amount which this man assured me was thus taken, appears o unreason-
able that T hesitate to repeat it

We have had o Governor-Gieneral who abolished the horrors of Suttes,—
another who has further emancipated the poor widow from her thraldom by
legalizing her re-marriage,—and if he would
now, in similor philanthropic spirit, make the
receipt of Dustooree a penal offence, (for nothing
short of that will stop it), be would, T believe,
in the next degree be recognised ns o benefactor;
for though such a consummation might not
have the glory of a conquest over Suttee, or
the other social abomination, it would yet, by
affording the poor an assurance that the fruit
of their lahour was their own and not smother™,
provide no small encouragement to industry,
and in a proportionate degree aid the develop-
ment of its resofrees,

After the Gomostah we have the Niih—
Baboo Gunga Narain Mookerjee, whose duty is
that of gathering in the rents, and paying them
over to the Zumeendnr.  All matters, in short,
connected with rent, are in his hands ; and his
salary is about fifty roopecs amonth. Following ™0 i seaos samis mooxzuss.
him are the kriinees, or writers, on salaries varying, according to their doties and
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abilities, from five to thirty roopees.  Then the Miit, or field-Sircar, he who
is seem on o pony, riding about the fields in the morning, who superintends
the cultivation, and measures the land. Then may come the Ameen, an
officinl in charge of a division of the coltivation, under the orders of the
Gomastah; and subordinate to the Ameen, again, there is what is called
a Tagadgeer,—one who superintends a small portion of the land.

Next, I may introduce our friend Ramdehall—the Jemadar, a burly, big-
framed, smart, and intelligent executive official—a sort of private staff—s

Y

THE Fiaslinm,

‘ Fadladeen,” and “man-Friday,' in short—who,
during a long, and 1 believe, tolerably faithful
service with a kind master, has contrived by
frugality and speculation (to say nothing of very
possible * Dustoores !’} to make hinself master of
s very respectghle-looking group of Seed Goluhs
and huts, which you can see nt the head of this
Letter, forming, indeed, the nucleus of & future
village, of which in old age he will probably be
the comfortable well-to-da head man.

After the Jemadar, I may name the Burken-
diizees and Chowkeydurs, or watehmen emploved
to guard the premises and the cultivation. Next,
the Piador, Chuprassce, or Messenger ; and lastly
among those who may be considered on the regular
staff, or constant employ, is the worthy old Sirdar,
superintendent of Coolies, -
whose happy, good hu-
moured, though puckered,
yet brighteyed little coun-
tenanee, is indicative of
that green old sge which
habits of temperance and

great activity, are so calculated to ensure.—But of
this, perhaps 1 may say, remarkable little man, npon
whom my ludy hostess has aptly conferred the soufri-
et of * the Bird,” 1 have something to tell yon,—
for Ais activity, despite his slender frame and spindle
limbs, is of no common order,

Upon an oceasion of a gentleman guest at Mul-
nnth having very urgent necessity for the dispatch
of a letter to Calentta, in time for the nest day’s
Overlund Mail, Rodee Bishas (such being the Little
man's name), wos asked if, for a reward, e would
undertnke the task of earrying the packet. Albeit

EIEE EEAAE, FPELITTE NI
OF OloLini.

hie had that morning actually walked from Chogda to Mulnath, s distance of
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sixteen miles (a fact of which his master was unconscions when proposing the
additional journey), Rodee Bishas cheerfully undertook it. At four in the
afternoon he left Mulnath—not upon a smooth road, but across a rough
country—and, walking all night, reached the Bengal Club, in Chowringhee,
ot four the next morning!—fifty-two miles in twelve owrs! Having done
this, he returned by boat the next evening to Chogdn, and from thenee, after
an additional walk of sixteen miles—on to Muluath! Now his sge is fifty-
nine,—and, albeit this in Europe may be little beyond the prime and vigour
of life, it is not so, you may suppose, nmongst the natives of an Indian
clime,—and therefore the task, but for my knowledge that the facts are
beyond all doubt, would have appeared incredible. Whatever reward our
little pedestrian received, he fully merited one which should have enabled him
to take rest for six months afterwards,

Of the manufacturing estnblishiment—that is men, women, hoys, cart and
boatmen, employed in the works during the manufacturing season, 1 must
deal rather in a tabular statement than in any individual notice of them.
Ere doing #o0, I must premise that the seasan having been an unfortunate one,
only six out of fifteen pair of vats have been at work. For these the guan-
tity of Ryuttee cnltivation has amounted to 5162 biggahs, or, say about
1056 acres of land,—and of Neez, or private ground, 250 biggahs, whilst
the number of Ryuts with whom nccounts have been contracted for cultiva-
tion, amount to one thousand nnd sixty-five.

The following Table, then, shows you the dutics performed by the people,
—how many are of the Bhoeona tribe,—how many from Midnapore,—how
many Dasee—that is, belonging to this part of Bengal—and the salaries they
receive per month:—
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The total number of people, therefore, commonly called Coolies, thus
employed in the Factory, has been three hundred and ninety-five.

Had the season been forfunately more productive, it is probable that this
number would have been doubled ; and s there are seventeen other Factories
requiring @ similar temporary establishment, the total number of hands em-
ployed for sbout two months in the Mulnath concern st an average season,
between the good and the bad, may be something sbove Ten Thousand,
These are, of course, irrespective of sbout one hundred and fifty regular
servints of the higher class, whose duties 1 have alveady deseribed to you,




LETTER X.

Mulnarlh, Lugust 1004,

My lust two Letters have been so entirely occupied with the subject
of Indigo mnd its manufacture, as to have excluded mention of some
other matters which have oceurred during my present lengthened stay
here, and serve to mark other features, exeiting and sad, in Mofussul life.
Where, indeed, is that Utopian spot in our sublunary state in which there
are no sorrows as a set-off to the more plensing aspect of the seene.

The inundations are now nearly at their height—the Rice cultivators
have gathered in their Ous crops, and what s called the Golah pduce, which
is the red-colonred or muddy water bronght down by the stremms in their
course from the upper provinees, fills the Eechamuttee, under cover of which
earthy veil the alligators, that had probably, during the Lot weather, retived
to the Sconderbunds, have returned to their necustomed haunts, and two
poor women have already, within the past fortnight, fallen sacrifices to these
stealthy and rapacious monsters. It is as a protection against these bensts
that strong fences of wood and bamboos wre planted round some of the
ghilts—extending about six or eight feet into the river, to afford safety to
the people when bathing, or taking water for their domestic purposes—an
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office which almost invarishly falls to the women. In vain, however, are
even these means of safety provided for ignorant, and frequently obstinate,
futalists. Mr. F. here was at the pains of erecting one of these fences
at the ghiit near to the Ferry and Market-place, and surely yon would think
that those for whose benefit it was done would be at the trifling paina of, at
least, attending to its repuir. Not only, however, do they neglect this, but
very frequently the use of the protection nltogether! It was but a few
mornings ago, whilst sketching the ghit, that T observed an old woman who,
coming for water, and walking down owfside instead of within the fence,
indulged in an ungracious gromble in answer to my remonstrance with her
on her want of caution.

Upon the first oceasion of my secing an alligator, I was in company with
Mr. 8——, whose skill and frequent success in the destruction of this animal
has gained him the appellation amongst the natives of the “ Koomeer Sakib,"”
or the alligntor gentleman. Having ascertained where the beast had been
‘last seen, which was amongst some Indigo on a low part of the bank, we, at
about eight in the morning, crossed the river, and creeping noiselessly down
to within o few paces of his position, which was quickly discovered, my com-
panion’s first fire lodged a heavy rifle-ball nearly in the centre of his skull,
when with a bound he plunged into the river. In the course of the day
eirenmstances (providentinlly for me!) compelled my leaving Mr. 5—— to
pursue the chase alone. By five in the evening he had succeeded, with
infinite labour and pains; in (ns he supposed) killing the brute (struck with
eight balls), when, fastening a rope to its neck, he and his boatmen eom-
menced towing it to the shore, At this moment the women and villngers on
the opposite bank, calling out, begged that they might be allowed to see
their old enemy ; upon which Mr. 85— desiring to gratify them, turned,
and had reached mid-stream, when the animal, suddenly reviving, made a
plunge into the boat, which instantly upset, and every soul, of course, was
thrown into the river | Most fortunately my friend—his servant, and boat-
men, all could swim, and safely reached the shore. Had T continued of the
party, as 1 cannot swim an inch, my fortune might have been otherwise, It
was hut a dying struggle on the part of the alligator, which, with the boat,
immediately sank, but was recovered in the comse of the following moming
and brought down, boat and all, to the Factory ghit.

Upon opeting this brute, whose ¢ post mortem’ appearance is here presented
to you, snd which messured fourteen feet and a half in length, there were
found in the stomach, besides humnn bones and hair (the latter in large
quantities), metal bangles, armlets (now i your possession), rings, and such
like ornaments, which were evidence of his having carried off, at the least,
four women,—without knowing how many men and children, who wear no
ornaments, may have heen added to the number of his unfortunate vietims!
Verily, * truth is stranger than fiction.” We are amused st the German
legend of the “ Dragon of Rhodes,” but its suthor is not guilty of the
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extravaganee, as it would be deemed, of representing the people daily flock-
ing to the haunt of the besst, and voluntarily exposing themselves to the
danger of hiz jaws. Yet do these poor simple, and generally timid villagers
of Bengal, knowing that this monster had for years taken up his post, like a
sentry, before their village, confining his beat (from which an alligntor is
seldom, if ever known to wander, until change of season), to one reach, or
bend in the river, wherean their villnge is situated, daily come down to bathe,
either with no protection at all, or, if any, nothing better than the frail and
impaired fence 1 have already described,—some of them extending probably
only half-way round the ghit! At two such ghits were, upon the morning
I have referred to, some half-dozen poor women, bathing as unconcernedly as
though they had been in the Thames, whilst the brute we were then hunting
was actually swimming below the surface within thirty yards of them.—
“ What can we do?” they replied, in answer to my oaution,— we must
hathe, and fetch water !

DELE dLLTEATOR,

My friend, Mr. F——, however, gave me a far more marvellous illustra-
tion of the ignorsnce and lamentable fatalism with which these poor people
are blinded. Riding by the river side one morning he heard a heavy splash,
and immediately saw a fisherman rush up the hank, whilst a disappointed
alligator, which had sprung ot him but missed his prey, was retreating.
With all imaginary coolness, the man walked not more than one hundred
yards lower down the river, went down again into the water, middle deep,
and resumed his occupation as though nothing had happened! Mr. P——
remonstratingly asked the people about why they permitted him to do so?
when, with the most amusing and good-humoured samy froid, they replied—
“ Uk Sahib, jillia wallah kokeno khdee nd 1™ “QOh, sir, they won't cat
fishermen !

On the occasion of the first of the melancholy accidents T have referred
to as having occurred lately, & poor woman was standing several feet from
the water's edge, hargnining with a fisherman for his fish, when an alligntor
stenlthily approached the bank, and with a sudden wheel of his body, swept
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her with his tail off the land, and, instantly seizing ber, disappeared! 1 was
strolling on the river’s bank myself ot the time, and on resching home and
hearing whot had oceurred, went off to the spot, where I found a scrvant
firing at the animal with a fowling-picce. It was an immense hrute, appesr-
ing to me, as it swnm under the bank where I stood, full a yard in hreadth
across the back | When first seen, it wins swimming abont with the unfortu-
nate woman in its monstrons jaws.  The first shot which struck him induced
him to drop his unfortunate prey—buat it was, of course, too late—the poor
ereature was already dead.

Not more than ten doys had elapsed since this ocenrrence, when we
received intelligence that another poor woman had been carried off from
a village called Madeapore, on the other side of the river. Early in the
maorning I joined Mr, F—— in o visit to the spot, and amid cries of lamenta-
tion, we were led to the hut of the nnfortunate decensed, where the hereaved
were bewniling the loss of a vouthful wife—she was but seventern vears of
age—the mother of two unfortunste infants under three.  Having ridden for
some distnnee along the bank of the river we went back to the village, and
leaving instruction, should the brute make his appearance there again, imme-
diately to give us notice, we returned to Mulnath. Secarcely had we arrived
tliere, when s man from the village eame running in with informution that
the alligator had again come up,—a thing hardly anticipated at the time, ns
this nnimal, after a capture and menl of this kind, is seldom seen again for
two o three days. Hastily swallowing a eup of tea, and provided with rifle
and ammunition, 1 recrossed the river, and rode to the village; for, albeit no
Nimrod, the seene at the village had so excited my feelings that 1 was burn-
ing for retribution on the brute that had caused so much misery, and vowed
in my heart to rid the place by his destruction if 1 could effect it.

I was met by a group of people, who told me that the animal was then on
the bank close at hand, but, ere I could even lond, the noise created by so
many talking gave the alarm, and a heavy splash in the water announced
that my best chance was alrendy gone. 1n about ten minutes, however, the
beast was discovered high and dry on the opposite bank of the river, which
was at this place about one hundred yards in breadth. His appearance at
this distance was that of a fullen trunk of s tree, for which, indeed, withont
the aid of more exporienced eyes, 1 should certainly ut first have taken him.
Firing, T struck him in the side, when, with o sort of somerset, he plunged
into the river. A wounded alligator is generally known to come to the
surface agnin in about ten minutes, and within that time this ove made his
appearance agnin in mid-stream. A second shot struck him in the side of
the head, and again plunging beneath the surface he disappeared for a similar
period ; when again rising, I struck him in the neck, and a shout from the
villagers, who were watehing the proceedings, announeed their convietion—
as it was my own hope—that he was mdrd hooa—killed. T was not destined
to be so fortunate, however. Killing an alligntor is a matter not o easy of

(i
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accomplishment, even to the most experienced, as my friend Mr. §—"s
adventure would show you; but to a noviee it offers difficulties in the way
of skill, activity, patience, and endurance, of no small magnitude. Besides,
my first shot was illjuidged. Like the Dragon of Rhedes, the alligator
is said to affer but one vulnernble part—and that is the verteline of the
neck ; nnless it be also under the fore shonlder. On examination of the
skull, the brain is found to ocenpy a space not more than two inches in
dinmeter, and that is surrounded by a Inrge mass of bone;, ss though Nature
in forming the animal had determined to compensate for the paueity of brain
by the amount of protection she afforded to it.

The animal 1 was hunting, however, finding the place too hot, now took
to travelling, Obtaining a fisherman’s boat from the village, 1 immedintely
pursued, and commenced o wearisome chase from side to side—backwards
and forwnreds, hither and thither, until five o'clock in the evening, when
being late—fuirly disheartened, and burnt erimson from exposure to the
fieree sun throughout the day (sn August day!) I retorned home, having
succeeded only—unless he subsequently died of his wounds—in driving the
heast a mile or two from the village he had hitherto hnunted.

Two dayvs afterwards, accompanied by my friends of Hoodapore (Mr.
§——, the “ Koomeer Sahib,”—and Mr. M I, 1 returned to the spot
where I had last seen the Madeapore alligator. Here 1 had well nigh been
the hunted in place of the hunter; for crossing the river in o boat, and
elambering the bank, a branch of the jungle by which T held gave way, and
I fell in ut a spot where a few minutes afterwards an alligator came wp!
Whether this was the same beast 1 had theve chased, or another, it is impos-
sible to say, but our united efforts proved insufficient for his capture. Mr,
M I's pursuits, however, being little more than my own of a sporfing
character, his want of success was not move to be surprised af, and Mr. S——
having met with un seeident, took little or no part.

Mr. F—— informs me that upon an sverage about a dogen or more deaths
oceur in the course of every year in the immediate neighbourhood of Mulnath
from the ravages of the alligator. Conversing yvesterday with the Jemadar, who
accompunied me in one of my walks to the river side, he assured me that the
deaths were numerous, but that, consequent on the dread which the poor people
have of u visit from the Darega and his myrmidons, on o sort of mock coroner’s
inquiry, and the fear of being summoned to the Kishunghur courts, they had
an ohject in concealing rather than in making known the occurrences.

FETLL i@ I dlLipaton
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LETTER XL
Sepfember 3004,

Ispvreine in o long and interesting ramble amongst the villages this
morning, it struck me, that whilst skimming over little more than the mere
surface of native life and manners, as T have hitherto done, you would he
interested by going a little deeper—knowing something more, in short, of the
domestic economy and social eondition of the people around us than 1 have
hitherto attempted to introduce you to. Instead, therefore, of weandering
ahout the exterior of their hots, and contenting ourselves with sdmiring
their rustic features and pictorinl aspect, let s step closer, and without
violenece to the sanctity of Hindoo privacy, or Mohummudan prejudiee and
decorum, lift the purdok from the door—peep within, and observe its humble
inmates,—for humble they are,

The interior of the dwelling—the outer division of it (for it may be in
two parts), T have already described to yon—is @ poor indeed ! The walls
like the floor, are of pure white smooth mud. There is a little square
window at one emd, scarce eighteen inches wide, and five or six feet high;
whilst heneath the eaves there is a space also to permit the eseape of smoke.
Some trifling superiority may exist between this and the huts, or bungalows,
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of those in better or in middling eircumstances—which may be more com-
modipus—have mat walls instead of mud—be furnished with wooden doors—
and have either a large window, or a pair of windows, with wooden bars and
rustic shutters to them ; but generally speaking there is little variety between'
the two extremes—the dwelling 1 have described, and the brick-tmilt houses
of the rich. 'To return, then, to the homble cottnge. Tts master is in the
fields, attending to his crops, or other duty. The wife is busy within the
hut ; which “serves her for kitchen, for parlour, and hall.”—But she is o
mother also,—and it is to the ocenpant of the grass mat near the entrance
that T wish to direct your sttention.—There lies her little one.—Tt may be a
boy—or, in Hindoo estimation, less happily, & girf—*an amimal (as the
modest young gentleman in Punch ohserves), of a decidedly inferior sort."
With the Hindoo, however, 1 believe this disparaging estimate arises in
reality not altogether from an assumed inferiority in creation, but very
considerably, also, from the troubles and anxieties which are mcidental to
the disposal of o dewghter when she has arrived at, so called, maturify, and
when the evils of their own social abominations may cast her on their hands
for life—a swidow!

And here, it may properly be observed, that the Asiatic and the Euro-
pean, of certain classes, share much alike in the diffionlties which obstruet
the matrimonial path, The Brahmin, or other Hindoo of high caste, is
ueither at liberty himself to marry with o lower degree, nor so to unite his
daughter. She mnst be matched with one who is her equal,—or her whole
fomily and kindred are dishonoured ; nnd =0 * caste,” as at present dominant
amongst the people, whatever the spirit of the Mahiibhirit and other of the
Shnstras may say about it,* does for the Hindoo what rank, position, and
education, do for the European; to whom, setting aside the demunds of
equality in rank, it is not more abhorent to be united to one of low habits
and education, than to the Brahmin or other high-caste father it would be to
see his danghter esponsed in a grade or order one step helow his own.

As however, in European, so in Asistic life, few are either the conven-
tionalities or intellectun] bars that stand in the marrisge way of the lower
and unedneated orders; and with this comforting conelusion in their favour,
let us descend to our Indian plains again, and resume our ohservation of the
inmates of the hut. Your sex shall have its Christian place—priority :—the
litle occapant of the mat shall be a girl. She is humble enough, and few
conventionalities will come in Aer way. So our little maiden shall have a
hushand in good time—and far too soon, it may be. We will not, therefore,
be in greater huste than are her parents—but stop with her where she is—go
where she goes, and watch her progress forward.

Her apparel, you vhserve, is ample. Her long-clothes  liberal as the
air;" her crinoline, wide as the heavens themselves—in short, she is in
want of mothing—all is provided. An Indian April day is cloak and hlanket

* See *'What s Caste " By the Rev. Dr. I
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enongh; but her bright amber skin shines, you may remark, more bright
than schoolboy’s *“ morning face.” Christian mothers are often in the habit
of wasting the delicious “ cold drawn" contents of n certain oil-bottle, by
pouring it down the throats of their unfortunate little ones; but an Tndian
mother is more frngal. Tnstead of troubling herself with its interior, which
i generally left to take carc of itself, or corrected by simple alteration of
habits, or diet—she more frequently endenvours to fortify the erterior,
and adorns its little figure by o coating of Mustard Oil—which serves ns
triple protection against heat, cold, and mosquitoes. From the day of her
hirth such has been her morning toilet, and until she be a yenr old such it
will probably continue; and thus adorned, scarce was she five days old,
“probably, ere she was placed in the sun, as she may have been every morning
since—either for warmth in the cold wenther, or to acclimate her to its beams
in the hot.—Whatever skin, therefore, the little one possessed when born, and
comparatively it was very fair, you will not wonder at the depth of tint it has
ginee acquired.

She is now five months old. Abont the eompletion of her second,
she entered upon her first noticeable step in life—she obtained a name, The
parents consulted the astrologer, and he the heavenly bodies; and having
determined upon the star that seemed ascendant on her hirth, the mother,
who generally has the privilege of choice, was provided with the first letter
in its designation, and (in accordance with the usual practice of i
the name of a god or flower), she selected one, the initial letter of which eor-
respanded with that of the star of her child’s nativity. Her choice, you will
ndmit, was not unplessing, She named her little one Krishfomonee, liternlly
The Jewel of Krishna. The names of the gods are generally chosen, because
it is believed that their repetition is meritorious, and, operating like fire,
consumes all sin.  This done, the astrologer received whatever fee may
have: been within the compass of the parents’ means, and departed. Nor
godinther nor godmother vowed anything in Aer name,—nor prayer was
uttered, nor blessing of any kind was songht on her behalf; and with no
other acquisition than her fine name, she is now left to kick her heels npon
the mnt when her mother is busy, ar to straddle across her Lip when she goes
to-market or to hring water from the river side.

Thus far, T may here remark, there has been little to distinguish her from
the children of the higher classes,  Their means, of course, enable them to
adarn their children in 4 superior manner, and to dress them at an earlier
period, and in a costlier fashion; but there is the good chance, nlso, in these
ndvancing days, as I shall presently have occasion to shew you, that the
mother may be a reading woman, We will endeavour to see what she renils,
by-and-bye, and simply here observe that, in this case, there can hardly fail
to be some advantage in mind and temper, exercising an influence favourable
to the training of her children. But alas! that mother is perhaps, never abroad
at all, unless in a covered conveyance ;—she knows less of the world than
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does the meninl who sweeps her floor, and her children are kept rigidly
within doors, where, if they benefit by incurring less of evil to their minds,
they lose by suffering serious injury to their bodies,—and he will be a
eunning anatomist who shall shew us their independence of each other.

To return, however, to our little rustic maiden. Bhe is left to
run about, in-doors or out, very much in the same freedom of attire in
which we first observed her, until about her sixth year, when it is
more than probable she has beeome a very charming little ohject; for,
with her large and lustrous black eyes, full of soft and gentle radience
—her rich jet hair fastened in a well-formed knot crowning her head,
surmounted by a crimson flower ;—and her graceful little form, still free
from fettering garments, but possibly ornamented with silver bangles and
anklets—a necklace of beads, and, haply, a chain of silver encircling her
hips—she forms the type of a very considerable portion of the Hindoo
children, who about this age and upward—until, indeed, lost sight of by
European eyes—are, generally speaking, exceedingly plessing and inte-
risting.

Bat, long ere this, our little subject has owned a playmate and a brother;
on whom—superior cresture that he is—the bestowal of his nsme, was
an event sttended with infinitely more concern and respect than was per-
mitted to honour his little sister on that cceasion. Unlike her, he waited
till his sixth month, when a variety of ceremonies were performed, and
oblations offered to the manes of his ancestors, under the presidency
of the family priest.—And here you see, whatever may exist in theory—
is an instance in practice, of that invidious distinction which it is impossible
to deny has ever been exhibited in Hindoo estimation of the sexes.

Let us, however, now view the juveniles as hrother and sister—as son and
daughtor, and as developing the germs of the future man and womsan,
Thus beginming, we shall find, I believe, little to distinguish them either
morally or intellectually, from the children of their conquerors. We shall
not, indeed, except in isolated instances, find the broad, deep, Saxon head,
with its suggested capabilities of subtle and profound study, and fruitful-
ness in the Western wonders of art, science, and literature ; but T think we
may trace indication of qualities which have often a greater influence over
the general conduct and happiness of a people than even the boldest ighi=
of genins.

Look at our little maiden. Fresh, as it were, from the hand of her Maker,
does she not exhibit in every expression of her face, nnd movement of
hand and limb, indieations of those feminine graces which we associate
with gentleness and gooduess of heart as their great fountain ?—and if * out
of the heart” proceed so many evils, is it not also, when good and pure,
the source of inealeulable good ?—Look, too, at her little brother ; we
shall find in him a large share of his sister’s gentleness and timidity. We
shall not make a hero of him, certainly ; climate and the degenerate emas-
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eulating habits of his forefathers, have wrought against that,—agninst all
the developments which prompt to the Temple of the Muses, or the paths
of glory. It may require the up-hill labour and silent discipline of many
generations,—nursed by good and intellectual mothers,—trained by phiysically
energetic fathers,—parents at onee loved, revered, nnd themselves eI~
pated from ignorance, idolatry, and superstition,—hefore the elements of
Leroism or intellectunl greatness germinate in the Hindoo. Yet, even
now, we find him, in childhood, apprehensive, intelligent, teacha®le,—and
so far from wanting in acuteness, that it is too frequently displayed with
dungerous precocity.

Such, we will suppose, is Nuture’s material. Let ud now see what mun
does with it;—how he ““improves each shining hour” of these little ones
existence—how, rather, in short, he undoes God's work, and mars His pur-
poses,

Yesterday was a festival. The hrother anil sister were dressed for the
occasion, either in all the chaste neatness of white muslin, or the gaiety of
pink or blue, trimmed with gold or silver edging, The graceful figure of
the little maiden, half-hidden only, was rendered, if possible, more graceful
by the simple but exquisitely tasteful arrangement of a single garment, that
without “ band, or gusset, or seam,” fell from waist, shoulders, and head-knot
—or floated out on the breeze in the most artistic of folds and curves.
They have been to the river-side, it may he—hnlf-desfined on the road by
that most outrageous tumult of sounds which the poor creatures are accus-
tomed to believe is Music. They perhiaps, have visited a kind of bezar, and
returned home rejoicing in the possession of some pointed mud toys—
hideons representations of hideous divinities, or equally outrageons libels
upon cats, elephants, or ayahs ;—and upon these, and only such as these,
nquinitapmdnuﬁmufﬂmﬁm.&nl.ilﬂwrﬂrcnfthnﬁtﬂnm
modelled for ever after.  Should we then be surprised or angry that,
when grown up, and shewn a European drawing, they turn it upside down,
or, at least, provokingly persist in viewing it diagonally—as though endea-
vouring to discover some ‘angle of incidence’ which might agree with their
own reflections upon the matter? Well; the festival and all jts noisy excite.
ments are over; and the children have possibly heen led through the great
city of the Sahils, (for T am not confining our hut and its inmates to any
precise locality). Has their mother directed their attention to the varied
objeets of curiosity they have met with on their way—the buildings—the
shops—the vehicles, or the great ships in the river *—Alas ! poor soul, she
iaumuchlﬂhﬂdalthay. When she herself was never trained to regard,
how can she be expected to impart?  With more timorous steps even
than her children, she hurries noisclessly along, amidst a group of others
a8 timid as herself—her face half-hidden—hardly daring to turn her head,
and if accidentally eatching the eye, or even a glimpse of the figure of a
European—dnrting forward as thongh he were a satyr or a tiger, As for
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the ships, and all other matters of Western power, skill, curiosity, or novelty,
she looks furtively at them, with an expression of something like silent awe ;
covers her mouth with part of her gorment, and seems to say with the
preacher—* these things are too wonderful for me.”

But the little folk are ot home again, They have gained nothing by their
visit abroad but their frightful mud “khelonas,” —or perhaps, a paper rattle, or
windmill, such as we have seen in the strests of London. No other in-
fantile pfbulum have they on which to exercise the euriosity, ingennity, or
intelligence of their minds, the thonsand and one channels through which
the streams of knowledge flow to the Enropean child from a whole world of
bright intelligence—of toys, and playthings, and pictures, and books, and
educated parents and friends, and elder brothers und sisters—all are shut
to these little ones.  Nearly all is cimmerian mental darkness aroand them,
Of eourse, in all this, T am keeping strictly to my little rustics,—or at the
most, referring to the ehildren of the middle classes, amongst whom, indeed
“ Progress” has only planted an exceptionnl footstep here and there. T am
speaking of the million.

L
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And now the returned little ones are at play. The paper rattles and
windmills are already demolished. The mud toys have lost, if not the hril-
liancy, at least the novelty of their colonrs—and the child must be harbarous
indeed that can find rest or pleasure for its eye in any other quality of those
caricatures.  So the dust, or the mud, or broken bits of water ;meh, ar
a few cowrees or shells, are employed for the erection of houses and gardens.
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They are quiet, perhaps 1 may say grave children. The joyons hilarity of
well-fed and vigorous European Juveniles of similar age, is wanting. Pos-
sibly, however, they have a trifling quarrel. Mastor Bonomileo may have
broken down Miss Krishtomohee's dust-castle ; and Miss K—— having, it
may be, revenged herself by a tug at his linir, holts into the hut for protec-
tion against the consequences. This i not frequent,—but when happening,—
does a fond and anxions mother remind them that Little children’s hands
were never made each athers’ eyes to tear #  Does she read to them from
good Dr. Watts, or sweet Mrs. Barbauld, about the beauties of Brotherly
love and kindness?"”—of affection, gentleness, forbearance, humanity ?—
Above all, perhaps, does she, in listening to their several statements of
quarrel, —dwell carnestly, or for one moment, on that one great spring of
moral eonduct—the great root of all principle—the root which she herself
well knows is amongst the weakest in the minds of all ber friends and
neighbours, and kindred—the holiness of fruth®—Alss | she cannot; she
knows its want, but not its holiness.  Still further: does she ever attempt to
direet or stimulate her children’s minds by instructive or amusing stories,—
by suggestive pictures of the wonders and beauties of creation in the animal
or vegetable kingdom—or even with the humblest illustrations of ‘ Goody
Two-Shoes,” or *Jack and the Beanstallke 7' Not she, poor woman! The
warld of Art is o dead blank to her j—unless, indeed, it may point to yonder
scarlet frame, in which is a splendid pre-Raphaelite or pre-Adamite picture of
the mountain-born, sanguinary, and bespangled Goddess Doorga, whose
superior claims to the feminine graces are here manifest, in the number of
arms— no less than ten—with which she is provided to exercise and display
them. In six of her eight hands she holds those peculiarly feminine im-
plements—an axe—a discus—a trident—s club—an arrow—and a shield.
With one of the remainder she lias seized by the hair of his head, n green-
bodied monster, over whom she is treading in trinmph; and with the other
she is piercing lis lLeart with a gory spear. Like Britannia, she has o
Lion st her feet, who is helping her to victory over the giant Mohisasor,
around whose neck o suake rears itself, and threatens him with further miis-
chief ;—all politely and complimentarily intended, you might think, to show
the impossibility of resistance to the power of woman! On either side are
her two charming sons—Katik and Gunesh. The former is n handsome,
yellow young gentleman—sented on a peacock, with a bow in one hand,
and an arrow in the other, This is not Cupid—but the god of war. Gunesh
on the other hand, the god of wisdom, is a fat punchy persomage with four
arms and an elephant’s head, seated on a Lotus flower, and to the loss of
whose natural or human head, his mother was reconeiled by the assurance
of the creator Bramha, that “ amongst the worship of all the gods, that
of Gunesh should for over bear the preference. ™

Having, then, here studied some of the beauties of creation, there is at
hand, in an equally chaste red frame, another charming design, wherein the

X
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children can learn the wonders of God's universe and works, by seeing at
once that the earth,—which is circular and flat, like the flower of the water-
lily, and 4000,000,000 of miles in circumference, having a mountain in
its centre only 600,000 miles in height, on the summit of which are the
heavens of Vishnoo,—is supported on the thousand heads of the serpent-god
Anantos -—that the serpent rests on the back of a Tortoise—and the Tortoise
floats on the surface of the water! What supports this water is left to
the imagination. But how much deeper could either father or mother
wish the children to go in the knowledge of religions, scientific, and
geographical truth, than this very natural and convenient ‘arrangement of
things ?

As for their quarrellings, or contentions, if the noise has at Tength
inconvenienced their mother, or excited her temper, she may hoave run
out, and, with a slap npon the back, and an angry tug at the arm, drawn the
offender within, and theve loft it to mump or to mope as it will. However
constant her love, T fear we cannot say it * knows no fall,” nor is—

* E'er ronghened by those entaracts and breaks
‘That hrunour interposed oo often mokes "

But evening now has set in, and papa has come home. No matter of what
mkmprﬂfmﬁun—highmhw—niﬁunwmsﬁn,hn,m*lumﬂlehﬂdm.
Speaking of his general character it has been remarked—* His good qualities
arc patient endurance, suppleness, dexterity, and quickness of apprehension,
The Bengalee, while he hos many of the fanlts of wayward childhood, has,
also, much of that ductility which is its undoubted privilege. He is not
wantonly eruel.  His kindness townrds children, be they his own or another
man'’s, is 0 most pleasing feature in his moral natnre.”  We will say nothing
of his judgment. That is wil. He has not brought the children n picture-
book—for the best of all reasons—there are none in his langunage, none in
any language within his means; nor s substantial toy, but he has brought
them some methi—or sweetments—exquisitely wronght out of flour, fried
in abundance of grease, amd admirably adapted to destroy their health.
Possibly, also, he is a quiet man, the “ husband of one wife” and free,
therefore, from one of the greatest miscries of Hindoo existence—a home
of broil and contest. But, 1 am sarry to say, the ears of the little ones
have, if not at home, yet next door, or around them, long ere this heen
assailed by barsh, and obscene sounds, and the great charm of childhood—
its virgin purity of ear, and tongue and thonght, is only too likely, to be
already destroyed.

——But see—our little maiden, now seven years old, is arrayed in her
best, and prepared for some interesting event. Well, you think—forgetting,
it may be, all T have already told you in one of my former letters, that
i one thing at least the Hindoos are a prudent people: that they are
ot guilty of that unnatural forcing and loading of children’s minds with
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useless educational eramming at
cising their limbs and strengthe
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o time when they only should be exer-
ning their constitutions ;—but now, at a

more seasonable period, there is to be a

beginning :—uo doubt she is

going lo school.—To sehool, indeed |

—=8he is going to xe Manrizn! !

Yes—papn las

long been looking about for an eligible hushand for his

child, and it so happens that o neighbour of somewhat better means has been

in like
very advanced nge of nine!

go-between has seen the children !
course, agree ; und whether the
oceasion will demand a handsome
glorious feast |
has probably plunged himsolf in
buting to any permanent ohject
helieve that the

parental anxiety respecting
The boy and the
other—but fhat is of no consequenoce |
miesans

Is the futher to be

following remarks, penned by Mr, Wa

the settlement of his son,—now at the
girl have never seen ench
—the parents perhaps Aave—and some
The respective castes of the families, of
of the boy's father permit or not, the
amount of gift or purchase money, and o
rewarded for all this ontlay, for which he
debt for the next two years, by its contri-
of benefit for his child *—Not a whit. 1
ril nearly forty years

ago, anil subsceribed to by Mr, Shaore ton yoars afterwards, is as true of the
people ut this moment as it was then. “The expenees (says Mr. Ward)
attendant on marriages are a grievous bhurden on this people: the rich feel
the burden, but a poor man is overwhelmed by it; it devours in o few days
the future labour of years; for a poor Hindoo almost always borrows the
whole of the estimated expense pt an enormous interest, frequently at 36 per
cent. The borrowing system is universally acted upon by the Hindoos, and
this is one of the most fruitful sources of their poverty, immorality, and
misery, To defray the debts incurred at the birth, marringe, and death of
one grown-up child, if the father survive him, often requires the lnbour of
several years, The chief anxicty of a Hindoo, therefore, is not to acquire
daily food for his family, but to pay ofl’ those extrnordinary expenses, incurred
at the call of ridiculous custom or superstition, Though several thousands
nfmopmmyhnmhwnmpendod upon it, not a vestige remains after
marrisge by which the married pair may be mare wealthy or more huppy
the whole sum evaporates in show, noise, and smoke, or is squandered away
in the entertainment of brahmuns and relations.”

I should here mention, however, that the arrangement 1 have just
described is not invariable. It is, on the contrary, subject to as many
changes and modifications ns there are  castes "—multiplied by the variety
of circumstances in worldly means—to be found amongst the people. 1If, for
hutmwmndlmungu the Heaven-born Brahmuns, we find the very
Opposite practice to exist. Instead of the parent of the boy paying for the
wife, the futher of fhe girl, whose duty it is to seck for his daughter o hus-
band of higher grade thtimmmnhtebody,iuglad to puy a dower with
#0 proud and hlissful a union. Yon would hardly
enter into the heart of man to conceive,” the influ-
unical body exercises over the people—a body of men
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whao, it is observed, “have placed themselves ahove kings in houour, and laid
the whole nation prostrate at their feet.” You certainly would not con-
ceive the abominations which in spite of all modern theorising snd glossing
over, they still keep practically in existence, The Koolin, or higher caste
Brahmun, taking advantage of the immeasurable influence of his position
—the coveted honour of an alliance with him,—may wander from house to
hause, or village to village—marry in every one of them—receiving, it may
be, & dowry to boot—and thus become the husband of five hundred poor
girls, whom he mny never see again! Need I dwell npon the devilishness
of such a system—a system, indeed, which 1T have heard some of the better
minded even amongst themselves denounce as *“ odious.””  But whether their
original institutes justify or not—they have been at any rate led toit. Mt
erists. The door has long been open, nnd by none has it been shut. The
man who practises it is not hooted or scouted. Tis windows are not broken :
he is not in the pillory ;—he is not pelted with stale eggs, or deceased
kittens. Omn the contrary—he is, honoured and reverenced. He is not
set down os libertine, sensunlist, or “ gay deceiver.”” He has professed
no hachelorship, made no false pretences. The parents who have thus
sacrificed their poor children to eternal widowhood, knew perfectly well
that their son-in-lnw was the hushand of probably a score more ;—but, then,
to be the wife of @ Koolin Brakmun !—that is domestic comfort and rewnrd
enough! Whatever, then, the condition of the Brahmuns, what must be
that of the millions thus influenced and enslaved !*

PBut T have wandered from the marrige feast. The preliminaries re-
ferred to, althongh, ns T have said, subject to multitudinous varintions,
are yet probably the most common. Amongst the class of which 1 am
now speaking, it is more usual for the parent of the boy to give, and
that of the girl to receive, than the reverse; and, generally speaking, no
mutter what the circumstances of the father may be,—pay he musf, and
pay he will, in all likelihood, very much more than he can afford. So
that as I have already told yon—he is from that hour plunged in an
amount of debt, from which it may take him years, or his whole life, to
extricate him.

In our present supposed or selected instance—poor Krishtomonee's fate
is nenled—she is sold. But the little Indy knows nothing about that. There
has been o feast to the Brahmun and friends during the past two days at
her father's house, and to-morrow there will be mnother at the house of
her father-in-law; for to-day the bridegroom visits her dwelling, and for

* Notwithstanding the anceremoudots manner in which the people are provided with hosbands and
wives, whieh it might be sapposed wonld ohvinte: nll difficulties, snd seenrs to every ooe & partner, ** Casin
{observes Mr. Ward), presents snch varions obtacles to union, and thers are 80 many gradations of rank
by which marrisges are regulsted, thet coses do exist in which men cannot obitain wives, nor women his-
bands.  Still, eo great a dingroce, in their minds, is inenrred by remnining unmarrisd, thal on ane ocrssion
& number of ol maeids were married to an aged Koalen Brabmun oz &is fdends swere carrying ddm to fhe
Ganger fo die 1" —Conld aheurdity go further!
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the first time sees his future wife. To-morrow she will accompany him
home to his father's, and there remain on a visit for two days, and then
return to her mother's. Friends also of the young gentleman’s father have
presented the miniature bride with fine clothes, and, it may be, some trifles
of jewellery,—and is not all this enough to make her as hoppy as the day
is long?” Poor child, she had need to be so, during these hridal days:
her time of freedom and of joy may be brief enongh.

1 shall not weary you with tedious descriptions of the ceremonies at-
tendant upon & Hindoo marringe, which, indeed, to be truthful of all, wonld
demand a ringing of endless changes upon endless * castes™ and eombina-
tions and circumstances, from which you would hardly escape in less than
two volumes octavo! We shall be content with knowing and saying that
the ceremony is over.

In addition to her finery, we observe upon the forehead of the hride, just
at the parting of the hair, a spot of bright vermillion. This is the irre-
vocable mark of matrimonial union, and child thongh she be, she is not
now n mere betrothed, as the popular mnd very natural impression among
Europeans generally is, but in very truth @ wife—nnd were the boy to whom
she has this day been united to die to-morrow she would, ss irrevoenhly, be
a widow ! But, let us not anticipate. To-morrow she will accompany him
to his father’s house, on a brief visit to the family, and there, for the present,
we will leave her. L

Let us now return to her little brother. He has lost, for a while, his
customary playmate and companion; but his nnture, somehow, does not
seem much troubled by that. 1 have heard & native gentleman admit and
remark upon the indifference—the want of attachment on the part of Hindoo
Inds to their sisters,—and can we wonder? In their minds, have those feel-

ings of tenderness and respect, and romantic regard for their sister’s eex
" generally, which commonly mark the European boy at so early nn age as to
seem part of his nature, ever been sown, nourished, or called forth? Will
Master Bonomilee ever show himself the

= YVillage Humpden, that with dnuniless breset,
The Httle tyrant of bis ficdids withstood ¥

Will he tuck up his sleeves, and double his fists, ngninst the tyrant Gun-
ghedm, for wantonly breaking his sister’s cart, or being rude to her young
friend Miss KAminee?—I am afraid not !—I am afraid it would be very
unreasonable to expect it. Who ever tanght Aim that it was disgraoeful
cownrdice to hurt a girl,—cowardice which would bring down upom him the
hoatings of his companions P—Whoever instilled into his mind the generous
spirit which, even from their tenderest years, the nobler nurtured Inds of
Christisn Enrope imbibe from a thousand and  thonsand teachings, trainings,
suggestions, and mplu;—inh-ﬁngitummunminudruthunir they
breathe *—Has one little Hindoo ever, in imagination, slain the cruel giant
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who hold in captivity the beautiful Princess; or blown the horn that shook
the castle walls, and released the seven enchanted ladies ¥—I greatly fear that
the heroines with whom the only picture e is familiar with, have made
him best acquainted, will be either that delicnte ten-srmed goddess, who is
taking care of herself by poking a spear into the groen giant at her foot ; or
the lovely jet-black, or deep blue, lady Mdhd-kdlee, with four arms, and her
tongue hanging out, recking with the hlood of the giants she has slain—
whose peculiarly feminine nature, slso, is displayed by the exquisite necklace
of human skulls that hangs from her shoulders to her knees,—who stands on
the body of her husband, Shiv, and holds in the tender fingers of one hand
a seimitar—and in those of anather, a decapitated head whilst, with the re-
maining two she is very consistently * forbidding fears’ and ° bestowing a
blessing.” *

Tt is ull very well to say that these are merely symbolical of this or of
that mythic something or nothing of which Bonomilee, when he grows up
to manhood, may pessibly have some mystified idea i—but in the meautime,
to all intents and purposes, © these be his Gods.”'t Ridiculous as some
of the old and much abused stories and fairy tales for English children
may have been, I believe that there were none which did not in some shape
tend to the esaltation of chivalric or other generous virtue to exhibit the
final reward of the good, snd punishment of the bad. Nor was there any
danger of the child mistaking “ fuiry fiction” for “truth severe.” As the
poet Cowper says :—

* 1 shall not ask Tean Jacques Ilousen,
I hirds eomfalinlste or no;
“Tis clear, that thay are always sbie
To hold discoree, ab lesst in falde;
And ¢'sn the ehild who knows no better
Than to fuberpret, by the letter,
A story of » cock and bull,
Munst have & most unedmsmen akull.”

Whether in the instance of allegory, parable, fable or story, 1 never met

* This goddess is wid to be only wother form of Parbofer or Doorgs. Haring alnin the Ginnl

Rubfon recjon, she was 10 overjuyed ot the victory that she daneed till the earth shook to fta fonndution,—
wheroapon her husband Shiv, st the intorcession of the gods, nnd we (he ouly means of peranading her to
MHW&IM%HM%—IMMIM&MNMW
nalure which distinguish the goddess were m shocked by finding hersell duneing upos her bushand, thai
with surprise and shame, she put out her tongue, snd becume guiet,—amd in this very ivteresting way she
is represented in almost sll the images naw made in Bengal.
'+ By reforenee to My, Wari's work, hawever, we fiad it declared, that no sush Hberslity of eonstrue-
tion is ineufeated or permitted.  Ho says =— The Findoo is taught, that the imngn is realfly God, swd the
heaviest judgmeuts wre dingunced against hins, if he dure to suspect that the image is nothing more ths
thﬂn_nuhutrhl-:hitilmmpmﬂ. The Tuntru-sarn declares, that sock an unbeliever will sink inio
the regious of torment.  Tu the spprebensions of the peaple in geweral, therefore, the idols sre real deities ;
they verupy the place of God, awd receive all the homuge, ll the fese, all the service, and all the hoovurs
which He so justly clsims.”
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with an English child who,—if in doubt, would not ask—* But is it frue,
Mama ?”—or whose mind would not be ns clear as that of its instructor
upon the subject, when told in reply—* No, it is only a story.” He has
seen his Creator and Saviour symbolized under the forms of a Dove and a
Lamb; but the loveable nature of these gentle crentures he knows as well
os his parent, and very soon comprehends their allusive application. He
never saw his God, or his God's uttributes, pictured as a being with six or
eight heads—or as s monkey—or ns o four-urmed woman, drunk with the
blood of those she hus slain—or as # red man with an elephant’s head, and
four arms, apparently playing the acrobat, or conjuror with balls, spears,
and hattle-axes! Now the contrasted evil is, that, of all the mythic mon-
strosities pictorially set before the little Hindoo boy, or of the monstrons
legends and fables attached to them, he does nof in a single instance think
of asking—* Is it frue, Mama?’  Were such a question even i the nature
of things, or mooted accidentally, in some rare instances, his poor mother
is probably just as wise as he, and could no more separate fable from fict
than “draw out levinthan with & hook.” And thus the Hindoo mind
is reared in that grossly ignorant credulity which devours everything,
and doubts nothing, and is, indeed, one of the strong characteristics of all
the uneducated millions of Tndia.*

To return to Bonomilee and his sister. T can find but little in the
stmosphere they breathe to encourage those tender feclings of reciprocal
attachment which every cirenmstance and sssociation in Cliristian life seems
enleulated to foster and increase. The want, 1 maintain, will not be found
on woman’s side. The affections of the heart, and their cultivation, are pecn-
linely her gifts and province and consistently with this, though it be only
in a ceremony, we find that, in a certsin month in the year, Hindoo sisters
follow the example of the sister of the fabled King of Death, who gave a
feast to her brother, and marking his forehead with sandul powder, made him
immortal. So, on the anniversary morning of this Feast, Hindoo sisters
“pour milk into the hand of each birother, and repeat an incantation while
the brother drinks it. Each sister, also, puts on the head of each brother a
grain of rice, and rubs on the forchend of each some powder of sandal wood.
As soon as this is performed, the brother bows to an elder sister; hot if
the brother is elder, the sister bows to him, and takes up, stroking them
with her open hand, the dust of his feet.” Very gracious, very sisterly,
and very Eastern, all this, no doubt; and, on the girls’ part, 1 believe,
very sincerely and affectionately discharged. But we find ne refurn in kind
from the brother to the sister!—Not even Ilindoo fable appears to have
renched so great an elevation of fraternal eourtesy!

* *Ward, on the Hindoos.™

£ 1859, Those who have lived in Tndia daring the eventfol yours 1857—55, have had ample oppor-
{unitios of knowing this. Thera was 1o monstrous tale—no ridienlion favention—no isposition wpon

m—,MmdﬂxmuhﬂﬂwmmhhmﬂMMﬂnﬂw
smongst the peaple. Na auperience of the past or of me, was mifficient to repel the mosl shiund and
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Well, then, Bonomélee, as I have said, has lost his sister and companion ;
but there are plenty in the streets, or in the village—and now, in all proha-
hility his downward moral course begins. 1s he ever cantioned not to play
with certain naughty boys, who will teach him to lie—to cheat—and even
to sfeal? must it not, on the contrary, be admitted that the want of truth-
fulness amongst, at least, the lower orders of Indis, is a curse from which
they themselves are perpetually suffering, and yet, marvellous to say, is about
the last against which they scem ever to exclaim, or to fortify the minds of
their children. There is a listless apathy in their minds, the inevitahle
consequence of a false and vicious croed of fatalism, » creed necessarily
inenleating that resistance or precaution, against either moral or physical
evil, are alike useless, “ What must be, must be:" and their philosophy
is the very counterpart of Tenuyson's © Lotus-Eaters,—

et ns alonn: Time driveth onward st
Avd in & littls while our lips are donh.
Lot ts slome: What is thab will last?

Whit plessure can wa have to war with evil ¥
Let un nlume.”

In a laborious and well known work by Mr. Ward, (one of the tulented
Missionary trio I have before mentioned), A View of the Hindoos,” we find
several specimens of their conversations,—one of which, deseribing a do-
mestic quarrel, strikes me as in the highest degree characteristic. It
exhibits that Oriental eloquence of volubility, which pecnliarly marks the
people of Bengal, and is so illustrative of their inconsistent jumble of “wise
saws” and moral reflections, with practical nonsense, their neglect of the
commonest duties towards their children, whilst complaining bitterly of the
consequence of that neglect—the evil conduct which they make not the
slightest effort to correct or to prevent—that 1 am tempted to quote a
few passages. The hushand, you are to suppose, has returned home, and
finding his meals unprepared, remarks, in no pleasant mood, that “ the
cooking is not yet even begun”—when thus the wife :—

“ What unnecessary business have T been doing? I had first to put the
hiouse straight ; then to give the children some cold rice ; and then to prepare
the twelve o'clock luncheon for your servants and visitors. What can T do
wlone? T have but two hands; T have not four hands.”

The Husband —* You are unable to decide betwist right and wrong; that

st winchievoun of lies, Hmeothe wonibmus siceess of that most fugenions and puickoning fabriestion—
the * groased eartridge,"—ommmending isell wlke to Hindos and Mobummudsn with equal forse—and
equal ruin |

An fllnstration of Uiis durk credulity oecurred in Caleattn long before the rebellion. Bome mischisvoum
waiz whispered to some " foolish ear,” that the Doctors sé the Mediesl College reguired, and were to be
giipplied from mmongst the ghureed-fog, or poor—with humsn bodies, for fhe parpose of devng boiled down
for chemiral or other barbarons nsn!  Wonkd & poor eoalie be founil to enrry & packel, ar venture pear fo
that Callege for several days afterwards #—Not one!
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i, which thing should be done first, and which last. My business depends
on others ; 1. must be guided by their leisure. If I delay, of eourse I shall
not obtain my money ; but that is not all, 1 shall be reproached. But you
are a woman ; you know nothing of these things: you remain in the house,
eat, and sit at your ease; the washerman stands to no losses, they fall on the
owner ; he who suffers, alone understands the loss;—others, what do they
know? When money is wanted, 1 must find it. He who has these burthens
can understand their weight; but it is of no use revealing them to you.
Prepare the food. _

The Wife—" You scold me without canse; you have killed ten thousand
with a word: hut real work is not so easy. Have 1 any leisure? Thesa
thoughtless children are very wicked ; they mind nobody : the other day the
youngest fell into the river, and after sinking several times, was saved by the
favour of the gods. A short time ago, s snake bit another: and they quarrel
and fight daily with other children. To follow all day such mischievons chil-
dren, is to keep a herd of swine, or to lead dogs in a string. Besides me, who
s there to look after them? If I leave them & duy, they are like forlorn
wretches left to perish in the open field. If any one else had this to do for
a single day, he would throw awsy his garment and run away. If you have
eyes, you cannot see my cares; and after working one's self to death, there
will be no praise. Like a slave, T work and eat. :

The Husband —1 ask for my food early, that I might go and bring
home some money—instead of meeting my wishes, you have raised o tempest.
You resemhle those who, instend of doing others good, expect a reward for
injuring them. The only fruit of all this noise, that I can see, is, the day is
gone. Will this uproar fill cur bellies, or bring in supplies? Therefore,—
make haste with the food.

The Wife—(very angry). * 1f there should be neither money nor food,
what do I lose? These children are yours; this business is yours: what am
I? Among whom am I reckoned? 1 must work—nnd be reproached : this
is my lot; and as they sometimes ask a man, ‘Who are you? I am the
master of the house : Why nre you crying ? T have been eating bran I* In
this world, the only food is, hard Inbour and reproach. 1 eannot, nor will 1,
gither work or eat. Cannot 1 procure a rag to cover me, nnd o little food 7
God has given life and food too. T must pass ulone through all that arises
out of the actions of former transmigrations, Who feeds the unhatchesd
young? Who supports the worm in the centre of the wood ! Filth finds a
place ; shall there be no place for me on the earth?

Husband.—* Why all these complaints? Attend to the hnppiness of
your family.

IWife—*You are a man; what is it to you? You will eat and serve
others ; you will collect something, and throw it into the house ; whether it
meets pur wants or not, you know nothing, 1 am obliged, by a thousand
contrivances, here a little and there a little, to feed your family: your chil-

¥
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dren are nnmanageable; they wander about like mendicants who have no
home: like a g'uest, they come to meals, and then wander ahroad. Many
hands make work searce: each traveller can carry his own staff, but if oue
man has to carry the staves of many, they become a load.

Hisband.—* You are a woman ; you go naked, though yon wear a gar-
ment ten cubits long ; you have no understanding ; these are the children “of
the Kalee Yoog. What can be done? These children’s faults are the open-
ing fruits of your sins in a former birth : they are making you pay the debts
you then contracted.  You know nothing ; vour own body is not yours ; yon
must cast it off; how then shonld the children cloave to you? Seel your
own teeth bite your tongue, and then you complain.

Wife (now speaks the Mother and the Woman).—* Let the children be
good or bad, there is no merit in casting them off; a deranged person, if he
belongs to our own family, we keep near us; while we drive away such o
person, if he belongs to another person : our bodies, when they become a real
burden, we do not scknowledge to be burthensome: if our own child is
even blind or lume, we love it more than the most besutifol child of
nnother.

Husband.—* You are correct—but it is very diffionlt to change the evil
dispositions of children ; a dry stick may be broken, but not bent ; if a stick
is bent at all, it must be when it is green; and indeed you have ruined the
younger boy, by making him do the work of women; he is at once stupid
and uneontrollable, rushing forward like the buflalo; he makes o play-ball
even of the shalgrami ; he wonld roin any one ; he is capable of anything ;
the other day he quarrelled with Ubhuyu-Churunu; he is always in evil
company, smoking intoxienting drugs, drinking, and gaming ;—in this way,
by degrees, he will become o thief, and I shall be cast into prison as his pro-
tector. People pray for sons, in the hope that they will serve and obey
them ; at death, carry them to the side of the Ganges; and, after death,
present the offerings for the repose of the soul st Guya: this boy" (he speaks
ironically) “ will do all this for me;—but, at any rate, through his wickedness,
1 am securing the daily offerings {of abuse) from my neighbours, who not
only curse him, but all his ancestors.  Who shall describe his qualities ¥ they
would cecupy the limits of the Mubfibharitn. He is to me the image of
death ; his death would be o blessing; then the family would be preserved
from farther dishonour, As for the elder boy, he will keep up the honour of
the family ; at any rate he has obtained some learning ; he has scquired the
grammar, and a degree of knowledge ; he promises well; weighs matters
before he decides; and can lay hold of anything new that is brought hefore
him with great facility.”

Is it not lamentable that he who so well can * movalize this spectacle”—
ean reflect so sensibly upon dried sticks and green twigs—should be so little
capable of profiting by his philosophy ¥ But you see, his eldest son, at any
rate, will keep up “the honour of the family.” He has obtained some
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ledrning, and bas “acquired the grammar”—he weighs matters and is guick
of perception. So, probably, our little Bonomilee's papa may be teaching
him his letters and his figures—or he may st once send him to school.
Yes, he may be tanght, whilst his poor, and possibly far cleverer sister
may “burst in ignorance.” But of her anon. Bonomilee goes to school
not, be it understood, to any of the grest Missionary or other Eoropean
establishments, but to the village school, where pedogogue and cane pre-
serve all their sncient terrors. Here, however, Bonomélee sits himsell
down upon the ground, and first with chalk, and then with palm-leaf
and pen, and afterwards on plantain leaf, toils awny at his letters and
his figures. These and other introductory matters mastered, he joins in
monotonous ¢horus with his fellows, not in reading from a book, but in
repeating various sentences—at first of a simple or clementary character,
but sfterwards extended extracts from o variety of books, which are com-
monly in use amongst the schools. *The Pleasing Instructor,” or * Sandford
and Merton,” perhaps, you think, in orient guise—or the sage reflections
of * Amurath, Sultan of the East—the Judge of Nations, the Disciple af
Adversity ! Na, but as we lenrn, the * Gunga Buntdana,” which describes
the virtues of the River Goddess! Or the “ Saerameati Bandana,” or
¢t Qalutation of the Goddess of Learning,” which is committed to memory
by frequent repetition, and is daily recited by the scholars in a body before
they leave school, all kneeling with their heads hent to the ground, and
following a leader or monitor in the pronunciation of the successive lines
or conplets; or of the * Grooroo Bundana,” a doggrel composition, contain-
ing an expression of the respect and devotion due from the scholar to
his teacher; or of the * Gooroo Duakkhina,"” another doggrel Composi-
tion, which in glowing terms describes the fee or veward which Krishna
and his brother Bolaram gave to their teacher, after having finished
their edication, and which is coustantly sung by the elder boys of #
school from house to house, to elicit donations for their master; or
lustly the ©Data Korno,” illustrating the heneficence and  hospitality
of Kormo, the Prime Minister of Durjodhan, and the Hatim Tai of
Indin.*

With such a system of teaching and such books, such garbage for
mental food,—we ean quite understand the remarks made by Mr. Adlams
in his report on education several years ago, in which he says:—

“Tt may be safely affirmed that in no instance whatever is the ortho-
graphy of the langunge of the country acquired in those schools, for although
in some of them two or three of the more advanced boys write out small
portions of the most popular poetical compositions of the country, yet the
manuseript copy itself is so inacenrate that they only become confirmed in s
most vitinted munner of spelling, which the imperfect gualifications of the
teacher do not emnble him to correct. The scholars are entirely without

* Calewits Review, No. IV,
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instruction either literary or oral, regarding the personal virtues, and
domestic and socinl duties. The teacher, in virtue of his character, or in
the way of advice or reproof, exercises no moral influence on the character of
his pupils. For the sake of pay, he performs a menial service in the spirit
of s meninl, On the other hand there is no text or school-book used con-
taining any moral truths or liberal knowledge; so that, edueation being
limited entirely to nccounts, tends rather to narrow the mind, and confine
its attention to sordid gain, than to fmprove the heart and enlarge the
understanding. This deseription, applies, ns fur as 1 at present know, to all
indigenons elementary schools throughout Bengal™

Put this is not the worst, nor the whole. The most popular book in
their schools, is suid to be * Chanaks Slokes,” or Precepts, some of which
I have seen quoted, and must say, that they econtain such reflections upon
various matters and things, upon the value of n wife—upon the meritorious
nctions of o man in Lis former existence—and upon a varicty of blessings
and ecreature comiforts in our present state, which are of a nature that
absalutely forbids my repeating them fo you! Well may it be asked, * What
must be the effects of such “slokes™ committed to memory in 50,000 village
schools | 1""# And as if this were not enough to evidence the miserable nature
of education, hitherto, at least, afforded to o rural populition estimated at
40,000,000 ; we have the assurance of Dr. Duff, that—

““If the scheme of tenching be thronghout one of dull, dry, plodding,
monotonons mechanism—acting on head and heart with all the force of a
congealing efficacy—the scheme of discipline may be truly characterised as
thronghout a reign of ferror. Kindness, putience, generosity, love—all are
alike unknown here. Fear is the first and last and only mative brought into
play; punishment, the first and last and only stimulant.”’+ This is followed
by o detail of the numerous deseriptions of eruel and injurious punishments
which are resorted to—and reflections upon their mischievous consequences,
in rendering the school an object of terror and disgust, so that a foolish
mother's most awe-inspiring threat to n misbehaving child is “eall the
Gﬁm‘?ﬂ Mahaghai to take him to school”—a dread that leads to habits of
cunning to escape its terrors, and of servility towards the master—to the
rendering of many menisl and even dishonest services to propitiate that
drended tyrant; and on the other hand to a retalinting spirit of hatred
and revenge against him.

Referring to the present state of ignorance and debasement of the mass
of the people, the Lientenant Governor, Mr. Halliday, in his Minute on
the Police and eriminal justice of Bengal, observes—* Above all things that
can be done by us for this people is their gradual intellectual and moral
advancement through the slow but certain means of a widely spreading

" Tructs on the Hural Popuintion of Beugnl and Bahiar.
t Coleuttn Review, No. IV,
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popular system of venacular education.” Let but this be done, let there be
n spread of Books in the language of the land,—not of doggrel poetry in
hononr of the river Goddess, or of Krishna snd Bolnrsm, but of that better
poetry (for be it understood these people have a love of poetry) or prose
which shall teach sound sense, practical morality, domestic virtue, socinl
improvement, and useful knowledge.

All honour to the noble Institutes of the Free Kirk—the General As-
semhbly—and Bhowanipore, which are imparting the English language, and
the light of European knowledge, and of Christitn doctrine and practice, to
thousands of youth of the mididle clnsses—of nll clnsses, indeed, belonging to
the city, who flock in hundreds to their walls, dispute the open reading of
our Scriptures, and the discussion of their doctrins. But let the stream also,
like the generous rivers of the soil, spread about the land, and permeate all
ranks, oven the poorest—in the distant towns and remotest villages. * Milk
for babes.” Tt us then * begin with the beginning.” 1 should have more
faith in a system which began with the time-honoured simplicity of ©“ A was
an Apple, and B was a Boy,” when both apples and boys were depicted in
the little volume, glowing in all the brilliancy of the rainbow, than in the
dry stiffness of that misnamed utilitarianism which proffers the cup of learn-
ing without an atom of sugar to sweeten or commend it to the youthful
mental palate. Let us have literature for the poor s—juvenile books in
Bengalee and Oordoo, illuminated with well-drawn pictures ;—wholesome
and instructive substitutes for the wretched filth upon some of their temple
walls ;—let us have “ Working men's" illustrated magnzines ; and tracts on
domestic virtues, and social habits, and general knowledge ; literature that,
whilst pleasing the eye, and tempting the imngination, will meet with no
opposition from the Brahmun or the Moulvie; and let them not be thrown
gratis amongst the people, to be converted, prohably, into wrappers for the
hucksters’ wares, but sald so cheap as to come within the means nearly of
the poorest, whilst not interfering with any judicions distribution by the
generous as prizes or presents.  In the east, as in the west, people do not seem
to value or respect that which costs them nothing, or is not made in some way
special.

Tt next follows, that great numbers must be taught to read them,—which
now the great majority eannot. You may ask—* but are they willing ?"'—
1 will endeavour to give the means of judging. It has been estimated that
in the Province of Bengal and Bahar there are about ome hundred thowsand
Village Schools! Does this evidence a people nnwilling to be tuught, or to
educate their young? The result is only a proof that the teachers eannot
give what their scholars are willing to receive ; for what has hitherto been
this resnlt 7 It may not always be safe to judge of the whole by a part, as
much frequently depends upon locality, and the class of people ; but as an
instance of the state of knowledge amongst the rural classes generally, 1 have
gleaned from a Statistical table now before me the following facts. In eighteen
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villages belonging to this district the number of families is 817, whose con-
dition is stated to be as follows :—

Thoso who are pretty well o . . . . . . . . 4
‘Thuso who ure neither rich nor poor o D
Avd fpooe . . . & & .4 o s T 218

The aggregate of the houscholds of these families is stated to he—of Men,
522,—Women 546,—Boys 419, and Girls 348, Now, of the 522 men, the
number who oan read and write is 28, and of those who can do neither 499,

Although the majority of these are not Hindoos, but Mokummudions, 1
believe that circumstance in no degree disturhs the inference, for the children
of both creeds alike are sent to the village schools, and 1 am not aware that
amongst the humble rural classes there is much less inclination on the part
of Mohummudans than Hindoos to educate their children—after their fashion.
1 may also mention that these cighteen villuges are attached to three mis-
sionary stations. Numbers of the young, therefore, may be supposed to be
now under tuition, so that some dosen years hence, when time has been
allowed to mature this rising generation, such a table as that quoted from
above will be a curious and interesting document.

Well, then, willingness heing conceded, you next ask, probably,—* Have
they capacities for learning 7 Upon this also you shall form your own
opinion. 1 lately paid a visit to o School at a place called Thakoor Pooka,
about ten miles south of Caleutts, and which owes its origin to the zeal of
the Rev. Mr. Long, whose meritorions object was the education of the lower
clusses—the peasantry. Mr. Long's plan is very much upon the Pestalozsian
system,—an endeavour to cultivate the mind by aid of the Book of God, and
the Book of Nature. Indeed, less by books than by ohjeets and pictures.
English however, Mensuration, History, Physical Geography, Map-drawing,
Natural History, and a Knowledge of Plants, are amongst the subjects of
study,—all of which information is applied to the actual purposes and pur-
suits of life. In the garden, for instance, the lads are made to work mannally
and to learn and apply their knowledge at the same time. Every branch of
instruction is of course imparted through the medium of their own langunge,
Of the intelligence and quickness of the lads at the school 1 certuinly had
ample evidence ; and Mr. Long’s own experience and report is, that in capa-
bility they fall nothing short of those amongst the higher closses.

Mr. L., however, who is a very champion of the peasant, declures, that,
with one or two exceptions, he has never met with an stom of gympathy in
his labonrs on their behalf from the Brobmuns or other educated natives,
Some Zumeendars having actually told him that he disgraced himself hy
teaching these “ poskioo™ or beasts ' —and he complains that the educational
system adopted by the Government s to encourage only Brahmuns and others
of the higher classes ; the nature of the studies being adapted only for those
who are intended for writers, or to follow similar professions ; thus evincing
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a deficiency of consideration for the poorer classes, who, in point of fact, have
no edueation offered them suitnble to their wonts and condition,

In one of the great educational establishments of England, the “ British
and Foreign School ™ in the Borough Road, St. George's Fields, London, 1
van remember many years ago seeing hung upon its wall a full-length
Portrait of the benevolent King George IT1, snd in golden letters heneath
it a passage from his speech, made to the educationist Mr. Lancaster, which,
as well as T ean vecollect, ran in these words :—

Hr 18 MY WISH THAT EVERY POOR CHILD IN MY DOMINIONS SHOULD
BE TAUGHT TO READ TiE nroce,”

a desire yon will, I am sure, say worthy of a King, and of kingly imitation.
Now, it may not be easy to teach “every poor child™ in these vast
eastern dominions to read the Bible all at once; but, at least, that ean be
doue for them which is done for the poor of every Christian country hefore
they ean peruse their Bibles,—they can be taught fo read simple hooks, to
begin with ;—and the question has long been at rest, 1 helieve, whether this
is not best done for the million in their own langunge and character : the
readiest and surest channel alike to mind and heart; certainly to the mind

and heart of that most important agent of instruction—Weman. *

“Tt is,” (says ome writer), “in the dwellings of the people that the mind
and character of the people are formed; that their physical frames are
matured, their moral natures edueated, their judgments goided and directed,
and that their future place in the scale of morality and intellect is deter-

mined.”
Hore, then, it will be proper that I should tell yon what measures have

* The Honourable Me. Shore, 5 strong opponent to the aniversal establishment of Eoglish In our
Courts of Taw, 1o the pegoidios of the living Innguages and dilects of the Cauntry, was equally opposnd
to the subsitutioe of * our writhen eharscter for the one now in e smongst the natives, and by which
the intercourse of the Conntry Lss been earried on for ages.”  Mr. Shoro maintsins that the resson of the
sdoption of the Bomm charaster in the ponnlries which became sobject to that power wne the mitursl
prevalince of knowledge and etvilization over barbarism and igmornuee, and oheerves, * The etistence of
letters nmoug Lhe far grester propurtion of thelr forefon snbjects is, of itself, & matter of doait | wod the
Tittle Tenrning they posseased was confined to an inconoecivable few.  The Ramuns establishod sohools, aud
fuvoured the stady of their own lampmge,  Thay taught theie awn letters saturnlly lu their own eharneters |
anil thess, having nmeng the mass of the prople nuthing to sapplast, were sdoped by ol wha hoped for
promotion or ailvancement st (heir hands.  Every instanee of & change of the writen chararter of &
peaple, hos taken place from one or other of these powerful couses.™  Tiot, ssks Mr. Shore, * Why should
we tnngine fhat the ontives of Tndin will give up their character for curs ? - They are not illiterute svages ;
hunireds of thousands minong them mre able to read and write, snd earry o their public and private
coneern throngh this medinm, like all other eivilized people.”

As to the utility of sneli a chunge here, Mr. 8, revnrks, ** To write ariental layguages in- the Roman
churacter may e useful to stodents in Forope who have no tators ot hand to teach them the pronnncistion ;
Bt it eestully will be no advantage whateres 1o the people of Inlin"  Now, be might have abial, to the
mﬂnlﬂntpn—huhmﬂh,niﬁ];.mﬂnﬁwwﬂuﬁrﬂhwﬂnhwhh
churseter, thon in one slmost smothered in what Mr, Shore calls * o hals of dots," deshes, pidats, and
diseritien] marks, that pusle the eye and mystify the anderstanding. .
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been taken in furtherance of this great ohject of education by our rulers;
who, it would appear, in establishing schools for the higher and middling
classes, hoped (as it must be admitted they had good right to do) that,
through the instrumentality of the pupils who obtained in these institutions
a thorongh acquaintance with the knowledge of the West, that improvement
would descend to the rural vernacular sehools, and its benefits be ultimately
felt by all classes of the population.—But this hope has not been realized.

The truth is, that in such a chaos of ignorance, superstition, prejudios,
and evil influences as India presents, the efforts of the Government may be
said hitherto to have been little more than mere cxperiments. On Lord
Bentinck’s first entering the field, he found everything purely Oriental ;%—
Sanserit and Arabic, the classical and not the vernacular langusges of the
Hindoos and Mohummudans, were almost alone encouraged, and at conside-
rable cost of money. Oriental colleges had, we learn,—partly as a measure
of policy, and partly from their bearings upon the vernaculurs,—been origi-
nally founded as & means of conciliating the people—more especially the
Pundits and Moulvies, by showing respect for their ancient learning, when
the students who held scholarships were supported !

Lord Bentinck bad no sympathy with this system, and determined that
all the funds appropristed for educational purposes wonld be best employed
on English education alone. The system thus changed, causing, of course,
vehement opposition and dissatisfaction, though it withdrew the stipends, did
not exclude Oriental learning, nor the vernsenlars. But English now became
in tho sscendant, nnd seemed, indeed, to threaten not only the lenrned Oriental
langunges, but the vernnenlar tongue likewise! A re-action soon took place.
Lord Auckland restored “u measured degree of encouragement” to the
Oriental langnages, and made it clear that so soon as a sufficient number of
good vernacular class-books had been prepared, the vernnoular must be
mainly relied on in any wide system of national education for the great
muss of the people. The plan of combined instruction in English and ver-
nicular then rose in favour and strength, and has continned in practice to the
present time, and in the lower provinces with snocess. In the more remote
districts, where English influence was less felt, the vesults were less fuvour-
able ; and, mdeed, in process of time, the minor English schools in the North-
West provinces were abolished—the study of English was confined to the
colleges ut the principal stations, and a system of purely vernacular eduea-
tion was organized on o wide basis,

In the year 1844, the subject of village schools in Lower Bengal again
received the Government attention. Mr, Adam's sugzestion of improving
the existing indiginous schools, though not actually rejected, was laid aside.
It was thought to be *almost impracticable,” and, from the enormous
number of schools, that it would involve great expense.  Subsequently,

* “Review of Public Tnstroction." By J. Kerr, M.A., Prineipal, Hoaghly College.
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under Lord Hardinge's administration, it was determined to establish a
certain number of Government village sehools in the severnl districts of
Bengal, Behar, and Cuttack, in which, whilst serving as models for the
mass of schools, sound and useful elementary instruetion might be imparted
in the vernncular langunge. Accordingly, in 1845, thirty schools were opened
with 999 scholars, who were made to pay n small fee of one auna (n lLittle
more than a penny). In the following year, the number of schools was
seventy-one, and of scholars 1730. During the next two years the number
of schoals continued abont the same, that of the scholars attaining to 2005 ;—
but in the following year the schools became reduced to fifty-cight, and
finally fell to forty-three.

In short, for some reason or another, success did not equal expectation.—
By some, the want of success was attributed to the schoals heing “ too purely
vernacular for the actual state of the people.”—It wns thought that those
classes of the community whose minds were alive to the advantages of educa-
tion, were desirous of aequiring some knowledge of English along with
vernacular instruetion. “The proximity of an English school” (says Mr.
Kerr), “ generally sets as an extinguisher to a purely vernacular school,”—
Some of the local officers reported * that the ery for English was universal,
and that the boys at school thrust their books into the masters’ hands, and
insisted upon being taught English 1™

I can hardly suppose, however, that fhese lads were from the purely rural
or humble ranks. T believe it is admitted that the anxiety for English arises
generally more from the very natural desire of improving worldly prospects,
than from any abstract love of learning (thongh this is not wanting when
ouce its gratifications have been enjoyed), and the youths in question were
most probably of those classes whose minds (or rather the minds of their
friends) might thus have been acted on, It may be very true, that a good
vernacular education ean provide employment for more than would be bene-
fited by an English one; but either they think otherwise, or that the English
is more fruitful. But in reference to the really humble classes, it seems more
probable that one cause of failure at least was that “the means of obtaining
an elementary vernacular education already evisted to a considerable extent
in private schools thronghout the districts,” —and that at very small expense,
The native schoolmaster is content with trifling remuneration ; and Govern-
ment thus became a rival to the Gooroo Mashai, or village pedagogue—who,
probably a Brahmun, would have easy work in resisting encroaschments on his
interests. Another cause of failure was supposed to be the inferior class of
teachers employed—the salary being no temptation to those of better capa-
bilities,

But it is now thought that the whole thing was crude in its arrangements
or plans. There was no proper system of supervision; no encouragement
held out to the pupils—and no training of teachers!

About the time, however, when these things seemed most discouraging,




170 RUMAL LIFE IN BENGAL,

they received a new and important impetus. The attention of the authorities
at home was opening not only to the general subject of the education of the
masses of the people, but to the evident suecess which had attended Mr.
Thomason's plans of vernacalar education in the North-West; and to this
succest, and the necessity of adopting similar measures, Lord Dalhousie and
the Supreme Government drew the attention of the Government of Bengal.
Hereapon, Mr. Halliday—to whom so much is due, and who was appointed
Lieut.-Governor in 1853,—took up the subject most earnestly and vigorously.
He formed a scheme of vernscular education for Bengal, which enlisted
private enterprise by what are briefly known as * grants in aid,”—that is,
sums of money granted in nid ;—provided for a supply of vernacular tenchers
by the establishment of three normal schools in Calcutta, Daces, and Huooghly ;
enlisted the services of the village tenchers ; established Scholarships, which
afforded a small allowance of money to enable boys to pursue their studies
longer ;—and, lastly, appointed three inspectors, and a staff of sub-inspectors,
to visit the Mofussul, for the purpose of examining existing- schools, and
encournging the establishment of new ones.

These measures, together with an encournging educational dispatch from
England, which oiled the wheels, as it were, of the great engine, have given
considerable impulse to the cause of Education, and led to the produetion of
a large number of useful vernacular works.* What is now wanted is money
to extend the system, and a relaxation of the stringent conditions of the
“ Grant-in-sid” rules,—rules which, it is complained, demand that a people
who require still to be taught the value of that useful knowledge of which
they are destitute—should meet Aalf’ the expenses of its acquirement.—This,
it is thought, really bears some parity with the suppositionary case of
Government intimating its intention of appointing no Police, unless the
thieves poid half the expense of its establishment.

But, in truth, I believe that the great and comprehensive work of Educa-
tion is not for any Government unaided to accomplish. Tt may lead the way
—nay, be the great instigntor, and pioneer;—mny lend its countenance, and
the indispensable aid of its pecuniary means, and be the great dispenser of
rewards,—carrying out strictly the rule which insists that every one holding
the humblest office in its employ should be able to read and write,t —but if
the educated natives, those who have so freely received, will not as freely give
—if they either will not, or do not know how to, impart to their poorer coun-
trymen some portion of their own light, it is for Europeans, as far as in them
lies, to do it for them, and to claim its honours. It must be in short, in
great part, @ work of love—not of authority ; and unless the gentle and kindly
influences of private persons be brought to bear upon the people’s minds and

* 1868t is moat remarksble that during the grest mutiny very litile injury was done to the
vernnenlar schoals in the North-West provisess | and thet st yesr, ere that mutiny lad ended, 700,000
volumes of vernseular school books were sctuslly printed in those provisees,

t This hea parily heen emrried ouf both in Bengal snd the North-West provinces,

SEmeT———
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hearts,—the rich as well as the poor, in order to bring about the one great
parammunt olbject—the education of girls as well ns boys—all the learning of
the schools, as far as the real interests and education of the lntter are con-
cerned, will be but labour lost.  They may be smart,—they may be clever,—
they may be eapital arithmeticians ; but as moral, intellectunl, and civilized
beings, all their learning will, T fear, be as the idiot’s tale—* full of sound
and fury, signifying nothing.” In short, T cannot but regard any system of
education which either attempts, or is compelled, to exclude Woman from its
benefits and its agency, as little better than o house * built upon the sands.”
To the Missionary—the Planter—the Mofussul residents, and, “ though last
not least,” their wives, who live amongst the people,—who can talk to them,
counsel them, and exercise a variety of kindly influences over their minds,
backed hy the nid of books, and other appliances at their disposal ;—to these
agents we must chiefly and hopefully look for that one great blessing—that
one great * Grant-in-aid,” to the rural millions of Indis,—Edueation.

EE————

T
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VILLALE NELE WCULNATH.

So our little suppositionary friend, Bonomfles,—whom we left ai
school,—has profited but little, you may guess, by his village education,
What he might have done, and what he might have become, had one of these
Government schools reached Ais village, or had his better fortunes carvied
him to one of the great institutions of Caleuttn, are far other (questions,
There you might see the capabilities of the native mind fairly tested and
developed ; and, T will give you in her own words, the impression made upon
an English lady, who for the first time, visited Dr. Duff"s institution :—* But
what struck me most was the esgerness and animation with which they
answered ; the intelligence and mirth which sparkled in their eyes whenover
anything amused them, and the pleasure with which they listened to what
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was said,—I never saw a teacher on such delightful terms with his pupils.”—
And again :—* Every one was alive, awake, enger, happy, and intelligent ;
certainly they are a most quick-witted, mtelligent race; they mnderstand a
word or & sign in & moment, and prick up their ears st everything that is
going on,*'#

But our present little subject must be content with his rhyming nequire-
ments respecting the gods and goddesses, with such seraps and crumbs. of
morality as he may have picked up from the * Slokes;” and, lastly, with his
arithmetic.  In this he will probably excel, for the quickness of the Bengalee
in mccounts is generally most remurkable, whilst at the same time he may
barely be enabled to sign his name in writing! 1f he continues in the fields
ke may retain his rustic manners and simplicity,—labour at his plough,—
supinely bend to the position to which he believes himself horn, and to the
influence, nuthority, and demands of those he equally believes wore born
ahoyve him ;—harrow heavily for some extravagance of & week,—be fleeced hy
the Muhfijun, or others, and balf starved for the rest of the year;—and so,
with ill-fed body, and worse fed mind,—with affections deprived of the innu-
merable and invalunble influences that flow from those first best teachers,
mothers and sisters, educated, honoured, and unshackled ; seeking his only
comfort in sleep, and his ouly luxury in smoking,—he lives on ;—and in all
this you have smple material, as far at least as men are comeerneid, of the
“short and simple annals of the {Indian) poor.”

Let us now step back for awhile to Bonomélee's married sister, Krishtomo-
nee. It is but little more, poor girl, thntreahnﬂmm‘hnmtunyufhar.
She has returned from the house of her father-in-law, where we left her on a
visit, to her parents. There it may be for two or three years more she may
assist her mother in domestic duties—in cooking—cleaning—or if there be
any children younger than herself, in nursing. The poorer she is now, I
might almost say, the better; for she can at least breathe the air;—the richer
the worse ! —for she must keep to the house or its enclosure,

At length—perhaps in her cleventh or twelfth year, young Krishtomonee
(for she does not change her name at marriage), is summoned to lier hushand’s
dwelling in his father's house. Amongst the Hindoos; it is remarked that
marriage seldom at first separates children—that is, sons—from their parents;
and that sometimes grandfathers with children and grandchildren in a direct
line, wmounting, probably, to fifty persons, may be found in one fumily.
Here then, ere she has actually ecased to grow, the child of eleven or twelve
years of age enters on the matrimoninl state.— And now, what is her lot? 1If,
by good chance, her husband likes her, and, by still happier chances, they like
each other, all for a season may be smooth enough; but, alas | alas! if it be
otherwise l—And surely, where unions are without choice, even without
mutual consent, this is far from unlikely. If, even ns an object of attach-

* * Life in e Mision, Camp, sl Zennm, ™ By M. Colin Mackenzie, P 42—43,
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ment, her condition be that of domestic servitude and drudgery,—without
equulity,—the condition of one who during the day is neither friend nor
counsellor,—not even companion to her husband, with whom, nor before
whom she does not even eat; i the presence of whose friends, it is possible,
she does not even sit, if she can appear at all,—if all this be so, what is
likely to be her state when, in pluce of beiug loved, she is discnrded and
disliked 7

Mr. Ward (from whom 1 have so often quoted, and the general correct-
ness of whose authority few, 1 believe, question), declares of these early
marringes that they are “seldom happy ;”—and, indeed, he draws so sad a
picture of a state of things consequent on the system, that, writing as he did
80 long ago, I am not disposed unnecessarily to repeat what 1 cannot from
my own knowledge endorse, und think it not impossible may at this time be
in some degree modified.—At all events we need not drag our little friend
through the worst suppositionary mire.—Things may not prove so bad. Tt is
quite possible, however, that ere twice twelve moons, we may see she is a
mother. Her little one is searce eleven years younger than herself !—And,
oh! glorious luck for her—it is a boy! Had it been otherwise, and the like
ill-fortune oft repeated—or, still worse, probably, had she remnined childless,
—she might in eight years have been supplanted by enother wife, whom the
father, or the elder brother of her husband would probably have sought on
his behnlf; and from this fruitless sonrce of contention it seems doubtfal on
whom the greatest share of misery mny fall—the early wife, or her hushand!
From this calamity, as we have seen, Krishtomonee is ot present safe. But
how passes time with her? How fares it, through weeks and months, with
the * child-wife" and child-mother *—Very drdgingly, it must be acknow-
ledged, if she is poor—very stupidly and uselessly if the reverse. Tn the first
case, what with nursing, and all its cares;—bathing, and all its ceremonies;—
cooking, spinning, and other domestic duties,—scarecly & moment of the day
may remain unoccupied ; and, on the other hand, if her husband prove in
better means than to require this sordid slavery, what are her resources ?
She eannot read,—nor ean her friends,—nor use the needle :—what remnins
to her but dreamy listlessness, idle gossip, or dead ennui #

But mark the gleam of light already “ dappling the drowsy East” of
Woman's life !—light said to be only the return of that which, immemorial
ages ago, shone brightly on Hindoo women ! A talented and respected native
friend has written a paper, the effect of which certainly illustrates well the
marvellous gulf between theory and practice ;—showing, in fact, that some
of the interpretations of Hindoo laws and traditions affecting women have
been gross mis-interpretations or corruptions,—utterly inconsistent with each
other, The Institutes of Menu, he contends, inculeate that a daughter
should be considered as the *highest object of tenderness ;”—that the same
ceremonies after birth (excepting those pertaining to the sacrificial thread),
belong to her as to n son;—that she should be nursed and educated with
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care (the term *edueated,” my friend assuring me, having really its full
English signification) ;—that, albeit their education is not enjoined in the
Shasters (and their reading the véde is certainly forbidden), many Hindoo
females have yet obtnined very considerable literary proficiency ;—that “it
is better that a damsel, though marringenble, should remain at home till her
death, than be given in marriage to o man void of excellent qualities ;—that
the power of choice is not entirely taken away from her ;—that the sale of
danghters by Koolens is expressly prohibited ;—that the rigid confinement
of women to the house is wrong, and did et erist in former times; that
women even practised riding, as the Muhrattas do to the present day ;—that
they enjoyed many civil and even political rights, as in other nations ;—that,
whilst Menn authoriges a husband to correct an erring wife, if he chooses,
“with a twig,"—and another sage in opposition, says * strike not, even with
a blossom, a wife guilty of a hundred faults ;" —that the Zantras inculeste
great respect to a wifie, and that the mild and respectful expressions used in
addressing a woman,—the regard shown by “ making way for her,” and ren-
dering her one of the first ohjects of hospitality ; the lessons inculcated for
honouring, and keeping her in a contented snd happy state—the dedication
of one’s life for her proservation,—the killing in her defence being thought
“no erime,” but justified—are, says the Essayist, warming in his theme,
“ sufficient evidence of chivalry having ance brightened the social horizon of
India, and smoothed the speech, the behaviour, and the feelings of man, with
her talismanic spell |"—He quotes the learned Dr. Wilson also, who says ;—
“1t may be confidently asserted that in no nation of antiquity were women
held in so much esteem as among the Hindoos ;' and, finally, declaring that
the practice of immuring women was introduced into the country after the
Mobummudan invasion, purtly from imitation and partly from fear,—he
exclaims,—* though the cloud of Moslem oppression has checked the evolu-
tions of her harmonizing influence—an influence still pervading the manners
of the Rajpoots and Mahrattas—every support that she receives from the
progress of civilisation will work ns magic in dispersing its surrounding
gloom, and cause a diffusion of her geninl beams " #

Remember all this is from a Hindoo gentleman, who assures me that,
amongst the familics of his own acquaintances—of course, the higher elasses,
who, indeed, have nearly all, in these days, reccived an English education,—
lie belicves that the great majority of the females read.—And this despite the
direful calamities which we are told are denounced against the woman “ who
shall dare to aspire to the dangerous pre-eminence of being able to read and
write |"—With such practical precedents then, the champions of woman's
mtellectual advance have no reason to despair.+

* From u dissourse delivered at one of the meetings of the ' Society for the Acquisition of General
Knowledge."— By Haboo Prary Chand Mittra.

1 The following verbatim is from  respectabls Hindoo, & post-mastor in this disteict, who wea
requested to foruish information, and his views, rospecting the elucation of women in Beognd :—* Although
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But, for the Inst time, let us return to the humble Krishtomonee. No
liberal and enlightened husband prompts or teaches Aer to read. So, with
the care of her child, the ceaseless round of house-toils, and the chatter of
old women, whose mental and physical eyes have alike only darkened with

age,—with these must the days of her pilgrimnge come nnd go j—under such
ml]mmuea must her thoughts be clevated,—her mind expand! Take an ex-
ample or two of this elevation and expansion :—If she doubts her husband’s
affections, she may secretly administer to him a medicine obtained from some
venerable sybil, to cause his affections to return,—as the charm-wrought
melodies of Nourmathal bronght back those of Jahan Guin!—Should he
rmnnhhngﬁumhm,ahcmyhjmu&wnpomﬁcmmm
coming ;—and, to ascertain if he be well or ill, is dead or is alive, she may
consult the wisdom of a witeh, who with a winmowing fan, judges from its
motion as to the exact ul:rulhtmn of the absent hnshand |

But, despite love-potions and witches, calamity is at hand ;—Krishto-
monee's hushand is sick and dying. He has been seizged with cholera. Does
she fly for the doctor?—or apply some well tried and approved medicine
suited to the disorder? Alas! she knows nothing of these things—they have
never been in her path or province ; but with a woman’s deep and true devo-
tion, she will fan him,—and shampoo his limbs,—and burn some fiumigating
gum or herb, or smear his chest with turmeric or other nostrum, with which
the counsel of the village crone or barber has provided her, from sources of
Brahmunie aid, or incantations,—all this she will do,—alike eagerly and
vainly. Perhaps the case reaches the ear of 0 Sahib in the neighbourhood ;—
but it may be some eight or ten hours after its commencement, and then,
even his sympathy and the aids of true seience, come too late: the im!:imnt
sinks, Poor Krishtomonee is a weidow !

And now what is her fate *—or rather, but for the philanthropic courage
of a British Governor-General, what would it have been a few years back ?

education was allowed to women st very remote period, snd some of them were mosi resowned for
acienve,—us, for esnmple, Nilabstty,—the volions of the people underwest an entire change, snd
frmnle education aod liberty st once withbeld; from the time perhaps thut Indis begon to grosn under
the Molamoden yoke, Fallacies even prevalled whether women would wol be early widows if made to
learn,  Pat on Lhe nupieivies tanafer of the conutey luto the British hand, its Hheral rubers are everthig
to revive fmpale eduestion ; sud Mr. Bethune, whom we must ever recollect with reverenes, spared neither
bodily lubouwr, wor pernniury menns to earry it ioto efeet. Owing to his philsothropy, bstitations have
been established at places for frmale edocition, but, alas| (heir beneflis nre ot svalled. Sume see debarred
to eduesta their girls for poverty, vthers sserifice their interest (o the dictates of prejudies,

“In the lower order of people in Beogal, excepting the Christians, it is searee to fod en ednested
woman ; pmong the middle clas, it is oaly ons to ooe hondeed that con rend. Bt in the higher class, the
mumber js ronsidersbie. Fere the women, exsmpted from mienial duties, have leisare and longing tostady ;
unel, ansisted in their conree, genemlly, by their learned coosorts, are seen to make rupid improvements.
Compositions of this el of women are now and thes published in jowruals, asd the matters they contuin
are b0 excellent anid interseting, that they do crodil to the v, nud eviuce (beir sublime notions of religion
and wmorality.

* Sokuontola, Nobennry, and other female biographies, ere their favourite Looks of study.”
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Why, in all likelihood, to have been bound (o the dead body of her husband,
and burnt alive wpon his funeral pyre '—Let cither man or woman of the
Christian West eontemplate this horrible idea without shuddering, if they
can |

You may well ask, whether an institution of such hideons barbarity eould
really belong to the golden age of Indinn “ chivalry,” to which my native
fricnd has referred us ¥ Assuredly not: it is believed to be of later introduc-
tion,—at some more than ordinarily dark period of Hindooism*—when the
fiery sacrifice was supposed not only to beatify the devoted wife, but to
remove the sins of the hushand, and earry him with her to heaven |—Thanks
to Lord Bentinck,—a man dear for ever to India and humanity,—this revolt-
ing practice no more stains the soil of the Orient. Woman may, indeed, still
suffer all the privations and discomfort of Hindoo widowhood—misery which,
by n ernel ingennity, seemed really to have been infended should drive her to
the flames ;—but she cannot now be barbarously murdered. Nay more;—a
further and » mighty step is gained on her behalf, The chain of efernal
widowhood—the sonrce of misery and crime, to which it is impossible for me
here to give expression, or convey to you the most faint idea—has been
snapped asunder.  The legal, if not the superstitions restraint upon her
re-marringe, has been removed ;—and Krishtomonee, and thousands more,
virtually widows, (although, it may almost be said, scarcely ever virtually
wives), are at least free to re-marry, whenever the spirit of enlightenment
and of purer thought shall have sufficiently gained upon the men to sanction
their freedom. But, in what T am about to add, you will, T trust, see
promise of further triumph; of a “light” destined at no remote date to
pierce the prison-house of woman's heart, mind, and soul ;—to awaken her
dormant powers, and restore her to that position from which barbarous policy
and priestly eraft have so long and eruelly displaced her. Not only has the
work fuirly begun, it is progressing with an earnestness and, consequently, a
success, which fully justifies the warmest hopes of its designers.

There is at this time in Caloutta the Government ¢ Bethune’ School, with
sixty female pupils of good caste,—in other words, of the respectable classes,
whose acceptance of the proffered aid is in itself a triumphant omen of the
spread of its good results to ell classes. In another school (established by the
Rev. Dr. Duff, of the Free Kirk of Scotland), are seventy pupils, also of good
caste; who now, I am assured, * read and write admirably ; know geography,
arithmetie, needle-work,—and, 1 rejoice to add,—portions of the Bible.
Connected with the General Assembly of the established Church of Scotland
there are two such schools—one at the end of the town, containing sisty
pupils ; another at the south, with the like number; and a third, upon the
Dum-Dum road, for the poor, or lowest classes, containing about forty
scholars. Besides these, and the girls’ school attsched to the London Mis-

* The practice is evidently of late dste, snd is no moee a part of Hindoginm than the persecuting spirit
of the middle ages wos pirt of the Gospel of love."—Housebofd Words, No, 404,
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sionary Bociety's Institution at Bhowanipore, and two or three Orphan
Hefugees' in the city, belonging either to the Established Churches, or the
Free Kirk of Scotland, there are smaller Bazar schools for children ; while,
in the Mofussul, at varions Mission stations, severnl female schools have been
estiblished with good success. Let me state that in all these, except the
Refugees' Institutions, where the children are principally of Christian
parentage, the language of the people is the medium of instruction.

That the darkness of ignorance and superstition must eventually fly before
the light of Europesn knowledge, and Christian principles, with the all-
powerfal help mnd sgency now at lust set free, is abundantly manifest.
But, until the densest portion of Hindoo and Mohummudan bigotry is thus
rolled away, and men’s eyes can bear the fixed lustre of truth and knowledge,
let us not be unressonable, and marvel at the shortness or wenkness of their
vision. Let us be patient, till cducsted woman can enter the nrenn, the lamp
of knowledge in her training hand, and take the great enlightening and
softening part in the work of human culture assigned to her by “ Nature
and Nature’s God [

In all that T have now told you, you muy remark that T have spoken
almost exclusively of the Hindoo population of this gigantic land, or ruther,
indeed, of its Bengal portion. But there are fwendy-five millions of Molum.
mudans in India; and although, as T have intimated, a great mumber of the
poorest, or the rural classes of these, are so mixed up with their Hindoo
fellow-labourers as, in social habits and appearance, to be half amalgamated,
millions of the orthodox, the prounder Moslems, are as distinctly separate ns
the Christians themselves. Of our Mohummudan fellow-subjects, therefors,
—their domestic lives, habits, and customs,—their women and children, and
the means and prospect of their enlightenment, T might have related much
that would be interesting ;—but time, and some consideration for your
patience, now forhids. T can only say with the poet :—

“What e wril, 1= writ ;—
Would i wets worthier |

A EOOEEN, O W ICH EET.
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LETTER XIIL

Sepfember 3005

I mave been visiting n Mission Station—that of Kapusdangah on the
Boyrub river—and as I think you would like to know something of Indian
Missionary lahours, T intend to oeeupy this letter by telling you ulw.t I hove
seen and heanl.

Although there are no stationary Missionary doings within about thirty-
five miles of Mulnath, Iushnnghur within which district Muloath lies, is
one of the principal fields of Missionary operations in Bengal. My picture
of Mofussul life, therefore, would be unjustly wanting if 1 omitted all
mention of =0 interesting a subject.

The very commencement of these operations in this district—and 1 have
no reason to suppose they were any worse than elsewhere—might have heen
sufficient to damp the ardour of any pioneer less zealous than the Rev. Mr.
Dear ; and affords a strong illustration of the necessity of a vast amount of
paticut endurance on the part of those who labour in ‘the work of Christian
conversion, and of enduring patl.emf on that of its supporters and lookers
on. I believe that the experience of every Missionary in Indis would echo
the remark. I guestion whether 1 could have fallen upon a Mission field
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where more of honest zeal would be found in exercise than in this of Kapus.
dangah—and it is echoed there, It would just be unreasonable to expect it
otherwise, without the aid of special Divine interposition.

In truth, a Missionary requires to be a man with gifts and gualifi-
eations of no ordinary character. e should be physically suited to the
climate—to the endurance of heat and exposure. He should possess an
aptitude for the acquirement of langunges ; withont a familiar acquaintance
with at least one of those spoken here, he wonld be no better than the deaf
and dumb. He should be as learned in the Theology of the Hindoo and
Mohummudan as of the Christinn. In the lauguage of o recent talented
author—* He must not only possess the requisite qualifications, but their
possession miist be apparent.  He must not only appear well acquainted with
his own side of the question, but with that of his sntagonist ; otherwise, the
Hindoo has the sagacity to know that at any rate his antagonist has not
been able to see his system as it is seen by himself ;" #—and, after all this,
lie must very probably be content to set up his abode near some poor villnge,
where all his scholastic nequirements and erudition may be doomed, like
Bude light in & dungeon, to be spent upon a population of poor, ignorant
peasants, who wounld hardly dispute that the moon were made of green cheese,
if those in authority bid them to believo it.—But there may be one or two
learned Brahmuns or priests at hand, whom he may either seck or be sought
by,—and if unable to answer these gentlemen, amidst, it may be, numerous
listeners, in an argument, what becomes of his influcnce over the poor ¥—He
must neither have, nor seem to have, his equal.  Thus, thongh armed to do
battle with the mighty, he must be satisfied to spend his strength amidst the
weak and humble,—and amongst them, exercising an unbounded store of
cheerful patience, be content with the smallest amount of fruit for his labour.

But after all, who can call that fruit small which forms the germ of
future generations of wide-spreading familics —Neither, T venture to think,
should so little value be set on what are called mere * nominal Christians.”—
What are nominal Christians *—They are those taken away from the heathen
or Mohummudan, from whom s spreading branch is thus cut off that will
Yield no more “ daughters to the mother tree.” They are those who, out-
wardly at least, regard and respect Christian doctrine and Christian habits ;
who thus not only shandon a variety of either open ahominations or immo-
ralities, but wre under the eivilizing influence and restraint of Christian
teachers and practices, and whose ehildren are thus brought up under
Christian edueation, in no danger or dread of parental opposition or diseon-
ragement.—Is nothing gained in all this?

But to return to Mr. Dear, under whom Missionary operations were first
established in Kishnaghur, His commencement was well enough. He was
joined by seven families of a peculinr sect of people—seceders alike from

* *The Lanef of the Vels,” by the Rev, Peter Prreisal,
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Hindooism and Mohummudanism—ealled Kortablioja, who, worshipping the
Creator only—not being idolators, and having no cesfe, offered fewer diffi-
enlties to contend with. But Mr. Dear had soon to experience disheartening
clements in the character. of the people—those of worldly feelings and
deeeption—a deception fostered by two hypocritical Catechists, who, going
about amongst their countrymen, encowaged them to join, under the
assurance that they would, in consequence, all become Zumeendars and rich
men |

Shortly afterwards, a famine, consequent upon o severe inundation (referred
to in one of my former letters), fell upon the land, This was in the year
1838-0, and Mr. Dear, moking an appeal to the people of Calcutta, obtained
by subscription means with which he assisted the poor of his converts with
money and food.—This was soon known—there was corn in Egypt—and the
flock of professing Christians became amazing! Two hundred and sixty-
five families were added to the body. Tlheir attendance was regular, and
their zeal apparently unimpeschable. The Missionaries and the Bishop
(Wilson) were alike deceived.  The good Bishop came up into the district—
baptizing and coufirming many, and grants of money continued to be made
to assist the poor in their difficulties.

A beginning so auspicions was regarded by many as a kind of second
Pentecost,—but, alas! no real foundation was there! It became apparent
that the inducement—and who can wonder ?—was the temporal aid afforded
to them ; and on this aid being, in process of time, withdrawn, conversions
to Christiunity almost ceased! 'I'he character of a great part of those who
had already joined the Christinn body, also, afforded little satisfaction. But
there was this consolation at lenst—they could not go back,—but remained
as n hasis for future operations. Before this, however, when the great
merease of Christians at Kishnaghur, numbering between two and three
thousand persons, appeared to encourage and demand more teachers, three
Missionaries were appointed to that district. Of these, one was the Rev, Mr.
Kranss, who, in 1840, established the Kapusdangah mission and schools, and
built the church,—at first on o small seale,—which was subsequently
enlarged to its present dimensions, and this was completed in 1849—the
year in which the good man died.

Mr. Krauss wns succeeded in that year by the present ineumbent, the
Rev. F. Schurr, and if this gentleman’s experience of the people has not
been better than that of others, it is certsinly not from any lnck of the
needful qualifications, which probably he possesses in more than ordinary
degree. If the work of conversion were an invitation to the gold diggings,
people might marvel at the smallness of immediate results; but instead of
the facilities of temptation, there are the most powerful barriers which the
springs of the human mind can nterpose. The labours of the medical man
are often difficult and arduous enough—yet he toils only to restore men
to what they were before, and that with their hearty concurrence ;— the




MISSIONARY OFERATIONS AT RAVUBDANGAN. 181

preacher to make them what they never were before—and, it may be, very
much sguinst their inelination, My, Schurr is wisely not disconraged.
Though in all candour he speaks not highly of the religions condition of his
people, there are, he says, a few really sincere and good converts and con-
sistent Cliristians, amongst whom the women preponderate. As a moral
people Mr. Schurr considers them nearly equal to any body of nominal
Christinns.  Even their heathen neighbours bear testimony to the greater
truthfulness, relisbleness, and general moral conduct amongst them than
amongst themselves | This surely is no petty triumph; for, considering the
character of their eountrymen around them, in whom Mr. Schurr says he
finds no truthfulness—no morality—and of the evil influences by which they
are thus unavoidsbly environed, many allowances must be made, and too
much should not be expected.

Labouring, then, to make the best of what he finds amongst them, and
rejoicing in whatever amount of Christian vitality they may possess, Mr.
Schurr is content, with the great Missionary leaders, Dr. Duff, Mr. Lucroix,
and their exeellent and zealous condjutors, to rest his larger hopes in
the education af the young—the rearing a generation of native Chiristinns,
In this interesting work Mr. Sclurr is assisted by his domestic partner, who,
like her good husband, brings not only zeal, but that most valuable com-
modity & lively cheerful temperament, to lighten and sweeten the task of
study ; and to her care are, of course, largely committed the training of
those whom I am free to think by far the most important and influential
recipients of knowledge—the girfs. It is almost vain to educate bays if they
g0 home to an ignorant mother. It is like giving the child a fine fur cap to
cover the head, and leaving the feet bare to perish in the snow from cold.
What good thing will not prosper under the genial fostering influence of a
respected mother '—and what mischief and blighting chill may not arise
from an ignorant and prejudiced one ?—Men may educate boys’ Aeade—but it
is woman, in her character of mother and sister, who moulds their Aearts and
tempers, and their mast powerful and enduring inclinations and affections,
It is the root, not the leaves of the sapling that the gardener waters,

A wholesome sight it was to see the girls around Mrs. Schurr, cleanly
and comfortly clad, plying the needle and thread—recalling visions—not of —

* Fingers wesry and worn —
Eyulids heavy and red ;™

(for, let the poverty of the Indian pensant be what it may, 1 fearlessly assert
it hus no misery parallel to #hose horrors—the inheritance of the tender—the
educated—the sensitive and unfortunatej—but visions of English domestic
life, and a fature restoration of woman in the—towards her—barbaric East,
to her rightful position in the scale of humanity.

The schools are divided into three departments: the hoys (whose school-
room you may observe on the right of Mr. 5.'s dwellingj—the girls, who are
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located on the other side of the house—and the infants; to which latter
the poor are in many cases glad to send their little ones, just to be free
of them whilst they attend to their field Iabours, A marvellonsly amusing,
and, of course, hopeful little assembly they formed,—in the midst of whism,
abont sixty in number, like an Eva amoungst n tribe of Topsy's, the little
white face of Mrs. Schurr's own ehild was scen—as though leading the chorus
and ncting as a sort of fuglemnn in their exercises.

The system pursued is identical with that existing in Europe—teaching
by amuscments and music; and My, Schurr has adopted what is ealled the
phonic system, or tesching letters and reading by sounds, which (he says)
the children quickly pick up, and readily understand. Scripture texts and
stories, lessons in names of objects in natural history, and the like, ore voried
by little hymns and mimic deseriptions of rural and other ocupations, con-
veyed by song and action—healthful exercise alike to lungs and museles,
During one of these, so successful were the little actors in their imitative per-
formance of an approaching storm, that, fairly deceived, my thoughts had run
to hat and saddle for escape from a sonking, ere I discovered the wind,
the thunder, rain, and lightning, in dancing feet, and a bright cloud of
Inughing eyes and faces.

EWAFTEMANDAN HIMSUFY BieieE.

I am no admirer of “ hot-house culture,” as the injudiciouns and unnatu-
ral foreing of infants’ minds, to the detriment of body and mind together,
has been aptly termed, but am led to believe that the system here, from its
character, which is intended rather to amuse than to impose, and the brief
period during which the children are detained, is free from being obnoxious
to the charge.
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In the boys’ school, conducted by Mr. Schurr, nssisted by monitors,
wre about sixty scholars, varying in their ages from about four to fourteen
years. In that of the girls, who are of the same ages, there are not less
than eighty! Al are pretty regular in attendance—hut the girls are most
tractable, amennble, and more satisfactory in their acquirements'—Such were
Mr. Schurr's assurances.  Without doubt it is to the girls we must look for
the regenerntion of Tndin |

The Bible—history—geography— grammar, and srithmetic, are tanght to
all who are old enongh ; and needlework, erotchet and the like, of which they
are fond—to the girls; and as a most valuable adjunct to all these things,
Music by note ; for in addition to his other acquirements, Mr, Schurr, who is
from Germany, possesses the talent of his countrymen for that delightful and
humanizing science, and henee is enabled to refine the taste of his scholnrs—
to gratify their feelings, and, by instrumental and vocal help, to aid the
solemnizing yet cheering and ennobling emotions connected with the worship
of God.

Truly, a Missionary to India ean hardly be too clever—for, as the enly
teacher—it may happen, the only being of superior intelligence near to the
poor, he will be applied to under every conceivahle circumstance or difficulty
—just as 1 have shewn you the Planter may be. He—the tencher—is sup-
posed to know, and to be capable of doing everything. He must not only
minister to their spiritual, but their temporal wants and bodily ailments.
He must be not only their minister and school-master, but their doctor—
their lnwyer—arbitrator, adviser, snd defender in all their worldly and
domestic affairs. There is nothing, in short, which is supposed foreign to
his mission,

Of old nnd young there are, it appears, at the present time, four hundred
and thirty-seven Christians residing in the village of Kapusdangah, Of these
you will be surprised when I tell you that more than nine-tenths were
formerly of that race from which the least teachable people would have been
expected—the Mohummudans, Indeed, 1 find, from a statistical table just
shewn me, that in seventeen villages sttached to the three neighbouring
Christian Missions of Kapusdangah—Bhullubpoor and Ruttonpore, there are
three hundred and seventeen familics, of whom two hundred and ninety-six
were formerly Mohummudans ; and the rest, ouly twinty-one in number,—
Hindoos! This disproportion might seem the more romarkable from the
fact that the total population is prohably divided into about equal numbers of
Hindoos and Mohummudans ; but the simple cxplanation is, that whilst the
former people are hemmed in by Brahmuns, and the influence of that hydra
* easte™ on every side, there is probably not a Moulvie, or Mohummuodan
priest, to be found within a day’s journey, to exercise influence over his
co-religionists, and hence with neither learning nor zeal, and wearing their
ereed loosely about them, they are naturnlly more open to conversion or
change.
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A neighbouring Bralimun priest very enndidly eonfessed to Mr., Schurr,—
“We believe—and so do our people also—that the religion which you teach
is true; and if you were to speak to these people now, they would believe
you; but we tell them sof to belicve what the Sahibs say—and we have
them entirely in our power!” Their thraldom is indeed most perfect ; and
the power of the Bralmun priests unlimited. It was but a short time back
that o girls’ school was established in the village of Ruttonpore ; but it had
not been in existenee more than four days when, by the power of the old
Brahmuns of the place, it was crushed and abolished ! With the slavish ad-
herence to the narrow-minded prejudices and customs of their forefathers—aor
as though dreading the mighty engine of innovation which it would let loose,
there really seems to be nothing more antagonistic than the eduecation of
women. Here and there, however, a noble exception may be found. There
is ot the present time an aged Brahmun Zumeendarin the village of Koarool-
gratehen, near to Kapusdangah—who, st the instigation of Mr. F—— here, is
endenvouring to establish a school for girls; but so eonsiderahle is the oppo-
sition by which the old gentleman is heset, that it is yet very doubtful
whether he will suceeed. It is from the old folks that opposition is chiefly
experienced.

As a body, Mr. Schurr considers the Hindoos by far the most intelligent and
accessible.  Unfortunately, however, the higher intelligences are almost con-
fined to that section from whom nothing can well be expected—the Brah-
mumns, whose superiority in appesrance is of itself neatly sufficient to identify
them—they who are all bom priests—the officiating portion of whom,
dependent entirely on their priestly authority for their means and their posi-
tion, have naturally the most powerful worldly incentives (in addition to the
most fiery zeal in defence of their ancient faith and dignity) for the most
strennons opposition to the spread of Christisnity. It was but lately
tht some Brahmmuns in the neighbourhood of Sylhet, conversing with a
Missionary in that neighbourhood, sctually and frankly told him,—* The
priests’ business is our business ;—you are welcome to make Christians both
of us and our people, on condition that we are made Priests, and paid as you
wre!”  Zeal sat loosely here, you see, and worldly interest predominated.

Amongst the lower orders of the people, T have not observed thut there is
any difference as to intelligence ;—but Mr. F—, whose experience and field
of observation are so extensive, assures me that in point of energy the Hindoo
ryuts, speaking of them generally, bear no comparison with the Mohummu-
dan, In this respeet, therefore, Mr, Schurr’s convert material may be found
not without some advantage of character. ‘

Walking through the village with Mr. Schurr, T remarked in several of
the huts an improved appearance of comfort and cleanliness, and a sprinkling
of greater nicety and cleanliness in dress. Tn addition to this, one could feel
the satisfaction of being regarded not as a tiger or & boar, hut as a fellow-
mortal, whom neither married matron nor village maiden were afraid to look
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upon. The fetters of ignorance—the darkness of seclusion, and the barbarous
nose-rings—fit emblems of domestic slavery, were alike exchanged for the
pure free air and light of liberty,

The number of Christians in the Kapusdungah Mission, T have said is
497, Of these 120 are men; 137, including 41 widows,—women ; 92 are
boys, and 88 girls. Of the men, 32 are cultivators of the better clnss—naot
labourers. OF day labourers, who enltivate small quantities of land, there
are 46. Servants, eonnected i various ways with the Mission, 12 ; and o.
those whose fomilies are there, but who are themselves serving elsewhere with
what one of Mr, Sehurr's little boys very innocently, but very graphically
termed, the * Pofice Brutalion,” thore are 185,

On the whole, the condition of the Christian people, 1 gathered, may he
looked upon as certainly in some degree hetter than their Hindoo and
Moosulman neighbours.  This ean hardly fuil to be so; for, in addition to
being saved the extravagance into which Hindoo and Mohwmmudan festivities
and eeremonies would have led them, the thoughtful care and intelligence of
their friend and pastor has introduced amongst them an admirable scheme by
which they are saved more than half the loss attending advances from the
Mubijun. A privele Muhdjinee fund has heen formed amongst them, from
which advances for seed—food, aud rent, sre made to members of their own
community, at less than one half the interesl charged by the regular money-
lender, Such has been its success that the fand, which was begun with a
gum of 148 Hs. ns a nnelens, lins now incrensed to 608 Ra,, the whole of
whieh is distributed in re-loans for the season, and o small portion in support
of widows, with ether poor persons, und of the establishment in charge of the
fund.

The nevessity for this loan or adyance system being apparently inscpara-
ble from the condition uf the people, who are thus kept entirely in the hands
of those whose desire is alone to benefit themselves, it is a pity that this self-
sustaining plan 1 have just described, eannot be followed by Planters also in
wid of their Ryuts, The enormity of scale on which it would require to be
conducted, with its risks, and,—eaddest difficulty of all,—want of proper or
reliable ageuts in the people, are the opposing obstacles,—und the necessity
of the Ryuts being first freed from present tinbility to the Muldjuns, with
whom it is believed that ofl are actually more or less in debt !

But when the intellect of civilized man can girdle the earth with a wire,
and hold communion with the Antipodes, what good thing is there which,
where the heart stimnlates the head, cannot be accomplished by degrees?—1
yet trust to hear it confessed that the geal of all Christisn Planters, in endea-
vouring to improve the condition of the poor, and so commending their own
creed, is only equalled by that of the Christisn Missionary in his donble
labours for their temporal and spiritual welfare. Let the one but plovgh—
and the other seir—and who shall see the end of the reaping ?

2n
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LETTER XIIIL

Mulwisth, Oxfaber 2404,

Oxe of those heavy squalls which are generally looked for, and not
unfrequently experienced at this time of the year in Bengal, often spreading
wreck and ealamity about the neighbourhood of the Sand-heads, and extend-
ing thenee probably for n hundred and fifty miles up the river, has been
succeeded by one of those serene enlms and refreshing atmospheres which are
so peculinrly acceptable in a climate like this, and so delightful in our Mofus-
sul. With this little burst of tempest the rainy senson appears to have closed,
leaving the country, which was, as T informed you in my last, already greatly
inundated, now in many parts completely deluged. The river, overflowing its
banks, has in several places united its waters with” the adjncent lnkes aund
nullahs, so as to render such portions of the country un-recognizable, and the
roads, even if their position can be found, impassable for horsemen. The
first purt of our journey, therefore, (for I wes accompanied by my host from
Sooksigur on this oceasion, was performed npon an elephant.)

Elephant-riding, thongh not painful, must to a weak or sickly person be
fatiguing in the extreme. The puee s o rapid walk, partaking of much of
the roughness of a horse trot, without its regularity. It is a succession of
uneven jerks, to which it requires some little time sufficiently to aceustom a
person to disregard it.  Much depends, however, upon the character of seat.
The Howdah, although it ennhles the rider to sit with the face forward, snd
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thus to bear the action in the most familiar direction, by its great elevation
increnses, of course, the extent of motion, whereas the padded seat, called a
harjumma, by fitting closely to the body ef the animal, has less violence in
iis action.

Seven miles of the rond being thus accomplished through rongh and
smooth, the charjummae was eschanged for the saddle at the village of
Nuellee, where horses were in waiting for us.  The appenrance of the
country, ever pleasing, is at the present time beautiful in an especinl degree,
The earth, nourished with the past three months of rain, now teems with
luxuriant vegetation, Every tree and shrub of the jungle hes put on its
brightest and richest of green, and most abundant covering. Wild flowers
of every kind diversify the hedge and enrich the margins of the pools and
ditches, now literally carpetted with rank chickweed and vegetntion resem-
bling moss,

A smart ride of thirteen miles—a mere coustitutional to a regular
Mofussulite, but always a “breather” to those not in constant practice,
hrought us to Mulnath, which was partaking of that increase of heauty that
the season and its prolific vegetable and floricultural productions could not
fail to confer upon it.

Amongst other bloomings which
distinguish the present month here,
1 find the Kdpus, or cotton plant,
offering its ripe and bursting pods
of milk-white down. The reason of
this, our Bengal plant, not forming
a more important item amongst the
export commodities of Indin 18, it
appears, its being too short in the
staple or fibre for manufacturing pur-
poses, Whether, however, with the
npphmtiﬂn of science and care in its 2hrE, a8 cerm FANT.
cultivation, it might be improved so
us to ndd a most valnable article to Indian commerce, is just the question
now ocoupying some attention. It was tried, [ am told, at Dacea; but
without judgment or spirit, and the result was not very satisfactory. Irs
cultivation is thought more promising on the Bomhay side, where two or
three experimental farms produced some very good cotton, but at sn expense
that would scarcely tempt a speculator to cultivate to sny extent. The
article, too, is bulky, and consequent on the grent distance it would have to
be sent, and the badness of roads, its transit would be difficult and expensive.
But all these difficulties, it is believed, will vanish before the ull-conquering
locomotive ; and when that “iron car,” that yokes no “red dragons™ to iis
front, careers triumphant through the land, neither need we, in the words
of Mr. George Thompson, some years back,— shudder to think of having
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to employ a thousand men to carry us fo Delhi in a box six feet by three,”
nor with * bullocks trudige their weary way along the jungle path, leaving
cotton helind them on every brmmble.”

There is o forest tree also, called the Simal, or the giant cotton tree,
which flowers about April or May, and yields another deseription of cotton.
Though, like the Kdpus, its fibre is too short for manufacturing purposes, it
is soft and beautifully ilky, and valuable for the stuffing of beds and pillows.

We lave now arrived at that period when what are called ¢ the cold
weather sowings” lave taken place ; some of the fruits of which, as the
tobaceo, mustard, linseed, sesame, having been reaped either before or about
January, 1 bave already shown you. Of others, which T had not then the
opportunity of secing, a few are now springing into luxuriance with a rapidity
known only in a soil so marvellous and prolific, Rich and varied indeod is
now the clathing of the fields. Here an extensive
and dense bed of the Tee, or Sesame plant, now
about three feet high ;—there a lighter sheet of
the more tender-locking and
“ ggber hned Urhur,” already
spoken of ; its lanceolated and
delicate stalked leaves, quiver-
ing to the lightest airs that
blow : further on are beds of
the low creeper-like Kuldees,
of which there are three kinds,
cnlled Mids, Teekree, and Moogh,
differing but little in appear-
ance from ench other; and
heyond are thick clusters of Ty
the towering ripe Mésta, or
hemp, and more valuable than all, waving sheets of the ripe Amun Dhan, or
water rice.

The Kulliees just named, two of which—the
Mdsand Teekree,—yon have here :
before you, are species of pulse,
which in their marketable state
are called dalls, and are exten-
sively nsed ns food both by man
and heast; ns likewise are the
products of two other plants,
which I find are also called
Kulflees — Khessaree and Mus-
sooree—uow under cnltivation
in the vicinity of this place. uis wriare.

There is another, and a very impartant, though insignificant looking little

TERREEE BULAER.
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leguminons plant 1 must not omit from the sowings of the present period.
This is # veteh, called Chunna—the grain of which
known as Beof, or grain, forms the food of nearly every
horse in India. Its enltivation in this neighbourhood is
very limited, but in the country around Patnn, whence

LHESALLOE.

our greatest and finest supplies are received, it is extremely extensive,—eon-
sumption being, of course, enormons.® At this time, wlso, Wheat il
Barley are just sown, and being valuahle crops, thongh on a very small
seale, are found within enclosed gronnds.

Lastly, amongst the seedlings of the present month, 1 may agein refer
to the Mustard plant, of which 1 have named two kinds—the Rye and Rye
Sursa, Of these, one yields the Mustard of commerce, and
the other (the Sursa), the Mustard Oil, as I have already
mentioned ; and Tiere, having more than once made reference
to Oil Seed crops, is a fitting time to show you the last
lahours connected with them—the manner in which the oil is
expressed—a process wherein the same primitive simplicity is
exhibited as in nll other operations amongst the poor of
Tndin.

An oil-man’s mill, of which the peneil will here Dest
convey to you an impression, generally occupies an entire
huit, the full space being required for the “ blind eareer ™ of
the poor patient, hood-winked hullock, that slowly, and for
three hours st & time, pursues his monotonous and winding
course of labour.

The body of the mill, termed Ghunnee Galch, is formed
from the solid trunk of a Peepul or Banyan tree, tummed or smoothened into

'lﬁ%ﬁlnﬂlﬂq;ﬂnu{mhvui-ﬂmrm'mh-hdmwdﬂﬂm
por mun. Tvluwlluhhﬂhhhd,nilhﬁﬂnwluhuﬁ-hhlﬂmihmw.kmnh;
the inereass of that price to about theee roopeet !
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shape, and firmly fastened into the ground. The upper part, called the pérves,
forms the mortar, hoving s cap, or hollow at the bottom, within which, as in
s socket, the lower end of the jhant, or pestle, works, The bamboo helleedear,

fastened dingonally at its side, is for the purpose of stirring the seed, and
keeping the cup and pestle constantly supplied with material. The head of
the pestle is fustened into an oblong block of wood, called the dhekfa, the
lower end of which is drawn down by ropes to a bar of wood (the mufioom)
made fast in a stout plank, One end of this plank, you observe, works in a
groove around the body of the mill, and the other is loaded with bags of
earth, or heavy stones, in order by their weight to press upon the head of the
seed-crushing pestle.  To the neck of this pestle, the jooal, or bullock’s yoke
is attached,—and from this yoke, near the animal’s head, runs a bar of wood,
or kan-nooree, to the plank to which it is made faet, like a trace to o carringe,
and by this the plank 5 drawn rownd and the mill torned,—the whole
apparatus being hound together with rope and string with a rusticity of
manner that defies even the pencil to make intelligible. The oil on being
expressed runs out from the cup or mortar through an opening in the hase of
the mill, and is seen dropping into a cocon-nut shell—the eyes therein serv-
ing ns a funnel throngh which the oil is deposited in the vessel beneath.

And by the aid of this simple instrument is about one-sixth of the
human race supplied with nearly every description of oil which the twenty-
sixth part of the earth produces.
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Chief and last smongst the gatherings of this time—indeed, 1 should
suy of the senson, for in some parts it is not cut until December,—is the
Amun Dhan, or water rice, so often spoken of; which, having suflered
nothing by the inundations, is, during the present month, resped and
stucked.
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With the * October sowings,” of which 1 have already disposed, end
nearly all that is noticeable in the affuirs of the Planter. ‘There is but little
of this sowing about Mulnath, the land being so high, but in the neighbour-
hood of Sooksdgur and elsewhere it is extensive. So—with the close of
manufacturing—of sowing—aof storms, und of rain, the Planter once maore
feels his liberty, and, as I have told you, is either visited by his friends or
neighbours, or visits them. Amongst such visitings, in which 1 have some-
times secompanied wy friend here, was one—afier a picturesque ride of
fourteen miles, (for such is neighbourship in owr rural life !) to the out-fuctory
of Roodapore, of which Mr. 8 was then the superintendent. The day was
made agrecable to us under the roof of his comfortnble bungalow, which differs
from all other buildings of this charncter I have yet seen, by having a snug
airy little room as on upper story, in which Mr, §—— during hot wenther
liad o delightfully eool bed-room. Since that time Roodapore has changed
houds, nud my friend Mr. M | having become its manager, and imhiling
the spirit, and following the examplo of Mulnath, has established 8 school for
thmnduuﬁmdﬂmpmrhﬁsmnﬁ,—upwnrd&nfmhmﬂnﬂ aud fifty of
whom hisve already put themselves under Mr. M's tuition. He is anxious to
model his little academy on something of the plan of the Lancastrian system
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— to which, indeed, Bengalee schools generally, in their mode of whole-class
teaching, make some approximaiion.

B P o

Noveoiber 408

T pixp my host at this time busily engaged in improving the armnge-
ments and appearance of the garden.  Three duys ago he determined, though
with many compunctions, upon felling a very large Tamarind tree, which
being too near, and shrouding a very fine specimen of the Sago Palm, wns
injurious to its growth, and to that of everything else beneath its shade.
The gardener and his men accordingly set to work on the tnsk of hewing
through its trunk,—but unfortunately the Malee's intelligenee for onee
forsook him :—he omitted a rope to the tree head to guide it in its falll
Hearing from a distance a sudden and unmistakahle sound of “ falling great-
ness,” 1 hnstened to the spot—the question suggesting itself, ns 1 went,
whether the tree had fallen in the right direction. Alng 1—it hnd fallen
in the wrong—erushing beneath its gigantic arms and rich foliage the very
Palm ite removal was intended to preserve !

Yesterdsy morning, after our usunl ride, we were superintending  and
labouring at the work of clearing the wreck, to asscortain if any hope existed
of saving the Palm, which did not appear to be entirely destroyed, when
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Mr. F received tidings of worse euttings and fellings than those of trees
and branches,—the fellings of fellow creatures by fell man! A serious
Dacoity had taken place the night before at » villnge ealled Akipore, about
four miles hence, and in the Thanah, or police division of Ranceghat. It
oecnrred about twelve o’clock, but the intelligence did not reach here until
nine in the morning. The horses were immediately re-saddled, and instruc-
tions being left for the doctor to follow in o palkee, we rode off to the pluce.

Here was a new scene in Mofussul life,—one unfortunately too frequent.
Well might the poet here exclaim :—

* Save mie from their shagliciiy who Jouk
Tn yilleges alone for lifn sereme,
Dlameless and pure! Viee stning the purding lrook,
And dneen msshed wpon (he villnge green ;
Fan's bonsted pipe mn ntter sonwdd sbsespe,
Aud savagn fury wishl th' Arcadinn erook.™*

The term Dacoity, 1 should explain to you, means o burglary,—but
Tudian burglaries are seldom unsccompanied by either murder or violence ;
and the present was no exception to this generality, as we were soon met by
people on the road who informed us that one of the unfortanate victims was
already dead.

On our way we passed a little village called Maufechara,—pointing to
which Mr. F remarked,—* One of a couple of well-known Dacoits
resides there, and it would not at all surprise me if he hns been concerned
in this affair.”

Upon arriving at the place,—a very comfortable, decent-looking village,—
the quiet, rural and picturesque aspect of which seemed ill in accordance
with deeds of violence and blood, and might have been supposed to contain
little to tempt them for gain sake,—we were led towards a large brick house,
agninst the roof of which a tall and freshly-cut bamboo had been placed,
and there left. DBy means of this ladder, the joints of its small hranches left
sbout two inches long to serve as steps, a gang of (it was said) forty or fifty
ruffians had noiselessly effected their entrance by the roof into the house.
Sounds of lamentation from within (for Oriental women are lond and vehe-
ment in their grief,) filled the air; and, on dismounting and entering the
eonrt or yurd of the dwelling, surrounded by a great crowd of the villagers,
we found the body of the murdered man lying upon a mat on the ground.
It was that of Bahoo Prem Mookerjee, a very respectable and influential
person—the head man, in short, of the place. The inhuman hrutes, in order
to “squeeze” their unhappy vietim, had done so literally, by rolling a
bamboo over and jumping upon his body. Internal injuries were of course
the result of this erucl treatment, from which, after vomiting hlood, and
lingering a few hours, he died. There was a spear wound in the thigh,

® o Tuwn anll Cumatre,” Jumes Gregor Grant.
20
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and two severe sword-cuts,—one across the palm of the linnd, and the other
between the fingers, which had no doubt been receivedd in an endeavour
to defend himself, The decensed was o very fine-looking man,—in the prime
of life, much respected and gratefully regarded in the village.—* When our
crops failed” (wns the spontaneous testimony of the poor people around),
“ his golahs were always open to us, We have emptied them, yet he never
asked ns for money or price; now they have murdered him, snd what shall
we do!"

We now proceeded to the upper part of the Liouse, where beds, pillows,
and clothes were lying in all directions steeped in blood, and in our passage
pussed an unconscious infant, sleeping on 4 cot, from which its poor father
had arisen only to be butchered. In the adjoining room lay the second
vietim,—a stout and remarkably fine-looking man, younger brother to the
unfortunate Prem Mookerjee. He had secured a sword, an old family relic,
and made n manful resistance agninst his pssnilants—wounding some of
themn, and cutting through at a stroke the stafl of & spear aimed at him,
fighting in short for his life, until feiled by a blow upon the head from
a lattey, or gquarter-staff,—which is generally loaded with iron, or with
brass-headed nails, He had been left for dead. We found his relnticns
dressing a frightfully swollen wnd argravated wound in the head with turpen-
tine |—an application in which the Bengalees have so ignorant and strange
a faith, Forbidding what they were doing, and substituting, after cutting
off his hair, cold water applicationa until the doctor's arrival, we were
to find the poor fellow was in possession of his senses, evidence of which
he afforded us in the burst of something like angry repronch, which in
subduerd voice escaped his lips npon seeing s — What kind of Haj is
this, when such things ean be done, and people cannot go to sleep in their
houses without being murdered! ™

Next to this poor follow lay the third, and fortunately the last vietim to
this outrage,—a nephew of the murdered man’s;—a youth sbout ninetern
years of age, who had received a severe wound from a spear at the lower part
of the head, which his relations had managed to stanch with plaintain leaves
mand eloths,

A survety of the house now sliowed the hovoe which the savages had made
during their work of plander. Doors, trunks, and boxes of all kinds T
been split open with axes, and strewed about the floor; when at length,
having secured their booty, they made off with upwards of two thonsand
roopees in cash, hesides a variety of valunbles in the way of jewellery and
ornaments, which they had taken from the poor women of the family. In
their retreat they carried off the sword which had been used against them,
but left behind an axe, a woodman’s heavy kharal, and three spears—one
being the head of that which had been struck off in the contest.

We left the place a little before ten o'clock—up to which time no Darogah
or other official had made his appearanes. Mr. F , therefore, nddressed
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a note to the magisteate of Santipore; but amidst that large mob of prople,
muny of course conneeted with, and all clsiming an interest in
some way in, the poor murdered man, or his faily, not a volun-
tary or willing messenger was to be found ; and Mr. lina
actually himself to offer a reward as an inducement to a man to
carry the letter! The very munner in which an English note is
frequently enrried, at the end of a split twig of bamboo, in
reality, 1 believe, to keep it from the danger of a soaking in
fording rivers and lakes, seems typical of n quarautine-like
horror of the missive, that may, in such a case as this, bring
a calamitons visitation upon a whole village! The fact is, that
these Dacoitees would appear to be fregwent; but such is the
dresd that the people have, as 1 have already told you, of a
visit from the Darogah and his people, that if they ean hide an
oncurrence of the kind they will most assuredly do so. It is *7 2 L
only when some extreme outrage has occurred, such as this,—for

“ murder will out,”—that the crime is necessarily reported to the magistrate.
The only reason assigned for these things not occurring in the hooses of
Europeans, is the far greater noise and excitement which would immediately
and certainly be created—endangering not only full detection of the perpe-
trators, but the safety of their whole fruternity. No very great compliment,
you will say, to ourselves !

This morning we again rode to the seene of the Dacoity, where we foumd
the Darogah and his men. The former uppesred a very respectable intelli-
gent man—one who it was difficult to bring the mind to suppose could be one
of that corrupt body T have so frequently abused. There are exceptions, no
doubt, to all rules, and this, it is possible, may have been one.

Whilst engaged talking with the Darogah on the house-top, he suddenly
stopped, excluiming,—* There’s Mudiiree |—be has had o hand in this,"—
and hastily stepped down. “ The very man,” said Mr. F s *1 was telling
yan of | "—directing my attention to a dark and powerfully-formed mun, with
short black beard, and desperately ill-boding countensnee, who with all
imaginable coolness—the eries and wailings of the bereaved widow and other
female relstions ringing in his cars—was walking about the court of the house
below ; his hands belind him, and his whole demesnour that of an inquisi-
tive and sympathizing neighbour, who had stepped in to enyuire—to lnment,
and to condole!—In a few moments Black-beard was on the ground, a
pinioned prisover ; as was also a second and yet more rascally-visaged fellow,
who with Mudiree had been recognized by one of the wounded men, ani had
with equal andacity, and st the same time, ventured into the premises | Two
other men, also, have been found lying wounded in a neighbouring village ; =0
there seems every probability of this bratal outrage not going unpumnished.*

* Mudiree wes subsequenily eoovicied (o principal in the Ducuity), sud lwaged ot Kishnaghar,
Whilst an the sealfold, be suild— 17 it had wot been fur F— Sakib; 1 shonkl not hure been hanged
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Nevember 1644,

A bright and beautiful sky, added to a delightfully serene atmosphere,
tempted me at an early hour to walk abrond this morning. Taking the road
by the river side,—* Mulnath (irove,” ss I have taken on myself to name it,—
my attention was directed to a horse upon the other side of the river, grazing
on the low bank at the water’s edge.—* You're as venturesome as the poor
Jillin-Wallahs (thought I) ; but not claiming their exemption, you'd best be-
ware of your heels 1"—At this moment, a neigh from amidst a group of stray
horses, pensioners and village ponies, almost ot my elbow, aroused the coreless
grager. But mind—I"m not upon my oath as to the precise character of that
neigh. 1 do not profess to be so learned, or o nice of ear, as to determine
whether the sound partook more of what we might nssociate with the snorting
charger, the rude and fiery war-steed, or with the gentler feminine nature of
my lady’s ambling genet. "Twas enough—he was o social horse; and all
the terrors of the Fchamuttee, and the dangers of the Hellespont, were
alike indifferent to him,—

 Vair ploy he cnr'd pa dell’s o bodille,”™

for them all,—he would not graze in solitude; and straightway wilked into
the water. “ Ahme!"” T involuntarily exclsimed, standing still, “that neigh
has undone ye!”—and so thought a group of poor villagers now watohing
his fate. Searcely had he got twenty yards from the shore, when the long
black head of an alligator was seen to rise litile more than as many feet
from his tail ! Alas, poor horse—yon're no better than carrion now | But,
happy unconsciousness ! he knew not death was at hi= heels, and swam with
all the vigour and cheer of life before him. * Now do thy speedy utmost,”
Bobbin, or you'll come worse off than Tam’s mare, for hair is indigestible,
and those droadful jows will never be contented with thy tail—long as it is.
But now the horrid brute gained upon the poor horse, and the chase was no
longer a jesting matter, but a puinful sight. The beast was close upon his
prey. One shot wonld have driven him to the bottom,—but the house and
that help were too far of. What 1 lacked in gunnery, however, the people
around me possessed in experience.  With many aminble minds, even in the

folay. Buot T have some money owing to we in the villapes wear Mulnath, snd i yon will sk F—
Suliih Lo eallect it. he will, T mn sute, do so, nnd see it given fo my fomily. He is 5 good man, |
I kniaw b will ses them kinilly trested™  ‘The wretchad oulprit desied the present murder, bul scknow-
Iedged to three or fonr previoamly. During the ereention of his request, which was, of eourse, cow-
plind with and fully secomplished, the. tinbapjy wife and son came to Mulnath, nod » sod spd marked
resemblanes to the bamdit fatber wns olwervalile jo every fmtore, and the stngulady fubidiling expression
and bold demennate of the boy. The menning of Mudiree's remark, 1 may expinin, smoinied smply
to this—that, lu his opinkn, but for Me. F—'s presence, or imterest in the watter, sither so wuch
seal woild nol have boen shewn fur his spprebossion,—or so much difficully huve existel in the way
of his eweupe.
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civiliged or educated world, 1 fear it would have been o drawn question
between humanity and the love of sport—whether the alligator ghould go
without his breakfast, or the horse his life ;—but these poor villagers had
enough of “ My Uncle Toby's” disposition in them to lean to the weaker
side. Albgit the poor animal belonged to none of them, but was indesd the
property of the poor fool, the philosophical beggar of Mulnath, and had
been transported to the other side of the river hecause he was in some Wiy
a trouble upon this,—their sympathies went with him, and they instautly
set up o shont. You may wonder {o what end—what good? The neigh of
n thousand horses, or the yell of so many juekals, T helieve woild have done
no good 3 but the alligator, at first too eager to be thus baffled, or to relin-
quish pursnit of his fust-winning chase, now, in another moment, after
another shont, stopped short in his career, and with one more ery from the
bank, to my sstonishment, fairly turned tail! Fifty Minié rifles, and as
many of Colt’s revolvers, all levelled together, could not more effectually
lave saved the poor horse than the ery of these half dozen poor peasints—
nor half so strangly spoken in evidence of the supremacy of that being to
whom God was pleased to gramt hy intelligenee * dominion over the fish of
the sea, the fowl of the air, and every creeping thing that ereepeth upon the
earth.”

Just ot the end of ** the Grove,” facing the little market 1 have mentioned,
and within & few feet of “ Alligator ghat" is the Ferry. A rude affair is a
Mofussul Ferry-boat. Tt is nothing mare, in ~——
short, than a couple of common Dingees, or
fishermen's boats, lashed together, with a
platform of planks over both, covered with a —
bed of straw and earth to afford standing-room TRERT BOAT.
for horses and eattle when crossing, This partieular ferry-boat being the
property of the Factory, is of course always available for the Muster's use,
but at all other times the boatman plies his craft on his own account, and
charges half a pice for the pussage.

1 am reminded by this Ferry, and the picturesque and shaded spot upan
the other side, its place of disembarkation, of an accident, not less serious
than extraordinary, which befel my respected friend there since my first
visit to this plnce, and had nearly robbed Mulnath of its master, and the
poor of their friend and benefactor. Having occasion to travel to a distant
out-station, it chanced upon the morning of his journey that he mounted n
new saddle and defensive furniture helonging to it, recently received as a
gift. He had crossed with his horse by the Ferry, and was in the act of
adjusting in his holster one of the pistols, ere mounting, when, by some
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accident, the trigger was caught—the weapon fired—and the discharged ball
entering t the right side of the stomach, and passing down through his body,
lodged in the back of the leg just above the knee! That he was not taken
up dend, you will think marvellons enough; but that, with no medical aid
within thirty miles of the spot, he should have recovered, youwill think fur
more so. Picked up immedintely, however, by the people about, he was

VW 4F TUR FERNT.

carried home. There, most fortunately, our friend Mr. S. (the ' Koomeer
Sahib”’) wus at the time staying. It was then eight in the morning. In-
stantly mounting a horse, ke galloped off towards Kishnaglhur, which place
he renched in three hours,—communicated the intelligence to Dr. A., who
almost immediately mounting his horse, joined him in his return journey,
and the two riders actunlly reached Mulnath by two o’clock in the afternoon !
Mr, 8. (eshausted, and hysterically excited) had thus ridden sixty miles in
six hours, a feat in horsemanship (upon sn Indian May day, be it remem-
bered 1) which I think would not be considered a trifling one even in a
bracing climate, and by those who profess to do such things for wagers. One
hurdly knows whichi the most to admire,—the herculean task of Mr. 8. or
the skill of the doctor, who after at least half such a ride was capable of
instantly performing a delicate and important surgical operation.®

* 1554, Crescent, the nobile snd thoroughi-hred animad, ridden by Mr. B, In this 'ﬂ'ﬂrhlﬂjﬂlmﬂj. hiroko
down whes fn sight of Malnath, end wis mever sgals rililen.  She lived for some yors after in fres
quarters wt Roodapare, snd hiad chiliren snd grandchildren.
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Some time previous to their arrival, my friend’s Bearer, mndesvouring to
afford his wounded, snd, as it was supposed, dying Master relief, was gently
shampooing his limbs, when he suddenly exclnimed—* Oh, sir, I've found
the ball !”—which, producing a slight protuberance at the back of the leg,
sure enough he had done—as it was thenee, upon the Doctor’s arrival, cut
ont. The extraction of the ball, however, was but a small part of either the
patient’s eure ar suffering. Partions of flannel snd linen carried in by the
shot, and which were not all extracted for many months afterwards, had, in
addition to the serious injury done by the hall in its course, produced so much
inflammation snd snffering that fall twelve months elapsod cre complete
restoration to health was effected.

November 266k,

Whilst sketching in the Grove yesterday morning, my ear canght the
familinr sound of * Mahood”—and, turning rownd, formd my old friend—aor
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THE OLFTR; WELNATE.

s he, with his aceustomed vivacity and happy contenteduess, familiarly
introduced himself—* Toomhara pogla admee,” (" Your Fool'}—profoundly
sulnming at my side. As usual, he hod been in great trouble—very great
trouble,—and now he wanted service! What servies, and what work did he
kuow? Oh, he knew no work ;—all that he wanted was some plice in
which there was no other work than to sit and to praise God ! But then (I
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observed) he was & rich man—the owner of o horse. Oh! that was not his
horse—that was God’s harse ! ** You see” (he replied to the question as to
how he came by it, laying down his stall as usual, and assuming the gquiet
gravity and tone of voice of one relating a matter in coufidence), 0—— B—,
of Akipore, where the Dacoity took place, gave it me for God's sake, He
promised me, if he escaped, he would make me a present, and [ was to pray
for him. So when it was all over, he gave me this horse !—but what use
have T for & horse !—No, that is God’s horse ;” and this, you will be prepared
to hear, wns his pious theory of the animal’s escape from the alligator. He
lnughed at the idea of an alligator being able to injure a horse that had been
an offering to Heaven !

Yes, his tale, it is believed, was true. O—— B , strongly suspected
at the time of having instigated the Dacoity from motives arising out of an
old family feud, was tried ns being particeps eriminia in the nffnir, and with
all the depth of superstition pertaining to his creed and class, fostered
ignoranee, and now excited by fears, he had been content to seek the md of
this poor Fukeer, ns a supposed religious mendicant, albeit known to every
little boy in the village as o madman. He is evidently greatly improved,
however; is far more guict—cleaner in his appearance; snd with these

BEEFRENN S ECT

improvements, there seems also an amendment in his worldly affnirs,—for
riding round the lake this morning, and passing through the village of Panch-
pottah, where he now resides, we stopped at his hut, and found him the
possessor, not of a useless horse, but of one of the finest cows I have seen in
Bengal.
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My stay at Mulnath is deawing to o close, and with it 1 have reason to
helieve, with regret, the last of my truly grotifying trips to its happy abode
—its healthful atmosphere—its picturesque scenery—its agreeable life and
interesting doings ;—trips which the kindest and most friendly attentions
were sufficient, without aid from the natural charms of the place, to render
very delightful. How far 1 may have conveyed guch an impression of the
place, and its psspciations to yowr mind—or any corresponding interest in
reading, to that which 1 have experienced in writing about it, T know not.
We are, 1 nm aware, too apt to suppose that what may have particularly
pleased ourselves—or excited our own interest, must create 8 like feeling in
the minds of others,—forgetful of the distinction between the substance and
the shadow—the pleasures of our own experience, and the mere history of
other peoples.

However, I have exhansted every substanee and shadow also—ransacked
(as far as time and apportunity have permitted) every nook gnd eorner that
could afford material for pen and peneil likely, in my imngination, to afford
you interest or amusement. Teo me there is not a spot without interest.
Every inch of the ground, from its associntion with so many gratifying hours
has become connected with the affections. There is but one spot, indeed,

and yet that has a eharm to which none other can lay claim; and those
pleasurable associations also which are aroused in the mind by contempla-
tiom of virtues that adorn the heart—endear the persons, and hallow the
memories of the good. Tt is indeed hallowed ground, from which 1 have
not hitherto ventured to lift the veil. In taking final leave, however, of the
varied features of the place, 1 cannot resist the temptation of glancing ut
this, which from its seclusion is far less likely to attract attention unsought,
than to interest the feelings when found. It is sacred to domestie affliction,
and we will approach it with reverence.

Entering the garden from the rear of the house, and walking down the
main path which skirts the lake, encircled on either side by choice shrubs
and flowering trees, that divide and ornament a little mage of narrow paths,
the eye is attracted by a cluster of remarkably fine and lofty Debdah trees,
that appear to grow on the margin of the lake, sud cause a slight deviation
and graceful curve in the line of the path. A thick-set hedge of the Kisto
Choorn, OF . - « » » , yet further deepens the shadow, and screens the water
of the lake from view; but, induced to diverge from the greater path into
one of its narrow and winding branches, and pursuing its curves for about
twenty yards, you are suddenly surprised and awed by finding that you have
entered withinllmnﬂpu;mm,mindmeﬂgndm,lﬂd out with that neat-
ness and good taste which you would expect from the feelings that prompted,
and the delicacy which guided and guarded the ingenious arrangements of
this chaste tribute to the affections. In the centre of the quadrangle,

2p
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around which are beds of flower-plants—jassmines, and small cypress trees,
and neatly formed paths, is @ Tomb. It bears the following inscription :—

RACHED TO THE MEMOLY OF
CHARLOTTE,
THE DEANLY DELOVED WIFE OF
JAMES FORLONG,
pokx e 1t sovesmes, 1820,

AKD DIED OX THE 131m Mamem, 1844,

T0 ALL THE HIDHER QUALITIES OF A WIFE AXD MOTHER EHE ADDED A
DEGRER OF GERTLENESS AXT §WEETNESS OF DISPOSTTION, FELDOM
EQUALLED, AND PERHAYS NEVER EXCEEDED.

TO SUCH OUR SAVIOUR BAID

" CoME TD BLESSED OF MY FATHER,
INHERIT THE KINGDOM PRREFANED rom vou,”

On the reverse side is the brief but emphatic Scriptural motto :—

" BE STILL AXD ENOW THAT 1 AM GoD™
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Encircling the base of the tomb are laid freshly culled flowers—for I find
upon obserystion that they are renewed daily ; an offering—whether regarded
as a tribute of affection, or one of deep respect from those to whom the
Kkindest of mistresses had endeared herself—alike gratifying to the eye and
the mind of all who are in the genial ranks of those that rejoice in the belief
or the experience of those women © whose price is far above rubies”—of
one whose * hushand's heart doth safely trust in her”—who * will do him
good and not evil all the days of her life”"—who apeneth her mouth with
wisdom, and in whose tongue is the law of kindness” —* whose children
arise up and call her blessed—ler hushand also and he praiseth her.”

With that genial corps, how happily you, my dear Sisters, in whom  the
heart of our dead Mother' seems yet to breathe—living examples, had 1
none other in your sex, mpon which to found my creed, and confirm my
faith—have ensured me the fulness of gratifying sympathy.

* * i* #» % W #

BELIEVE ME, EVER YOUR AFFECTIONATE BROTHER,







FUBLISTED UNDER THA STECIAL PATHONAGE OF THE

MOST NOBLE THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL axp muz HONOURABLE THE
COURT OF DIECTORS.

Armmummnmm

oF THE LATHE

RIGHT REV, DANIEL, LORD BISHOP OF CALCUTTA.

Froouled T the flusst styls of Mesotinto mad Stipple Engraving, by 3r.J. Buows, Lomdon.
Size 28 incles by 16.

Critical Notices.
—— # A Portrait of Dr. Wilson, by Hr‘mnﬁqudm:ltywhlﬁlhmlhtmilmﬁud
in var Tudiny posscasbon with grent proficiency. The head ia woll drorn and charasteristie.™— Speclatir.

— = Faeentod from the Deswing in o siyle thit we think wfll be much approvel. The Hkesess of the
Tiakop is falthiully preseeved, asiil the afeet of the whole is fir superior to thr Lithographie Drawings which
Jiave boen taken from some of Mr, Grant's former worlkes."— Huglisheian.

» Nutling ¢nn surpnns the reseniblanes, which will bo reenguised at = gluee by every ooe in the Joast
apquninted with the Rishop's featurns. But independently of the fdelity, the picture itself las high artistie
prebensinns.*— Faifian Tiwee.

* The benevolent mod steadfast W oy of the eazellent prelate, the interrogative yut mild Trow, the muiene
limes of {ho facs, and ths peealisr coutour of the moath, are rembernd with mlmirahle filelity.”"— Colewdds Star.

" The pletare, apart from ite valon & 8 Fikouess, 48 a fine work of At '—Begal JHurkars,

—— " The griginal Denwing is one of Mr. Geint's hopplest eforts.—We s gl that the Portmit has
falles inte the hands of so sble an engraver o Mr. J, Brown, who has performed bis taak of trumaferring it Lo
tlie steel in o very musterly nl stisfactory mnner, " — Calrutia Lilerery Gaetle,

—— # Thg likeness is sdmirable,—the most sueoeszin] wa Loy seen of the many striking Tartralts prodused
lyy, ko' —Cibisen.

Als0y .

FORMING A COMFPANION ruﬂmmmﬁmnurmm,nmnmum
mwdui.xun.u,ummuwmhu;maapummmﬂm
deconse,

lmmlh"I.hnllwhub.dthpbnmnufthlﬁmud'q-rquﬂlmlhﬂihﬁ!mumﬂnt

. —— “Wo will suly wid this s ua happy un effort of Lis puncﬂunythﬂhumnﬂumm
ﬁu:—ﬂmhlhmuhﬁm—thmihpudiwnpmh.mﬂlmﬂmﬁhﬁnhhmﬁn
spunking—so true, wo exeelient, is the represeutation."—Morning Chrawicle.

—— % A mast striking pertrait of Dr. Melklnjolin. ' —Christian Advocsle,

Culenttar Tuacsen, Srss, & Co.




ATAD BY THE SAME AWTIET,

A THREE.QUARTER LENGTH PORTRAIT OF

GENERAL LORD GOUGH, G.C.B.
Lithograpbed in the Tint Styl by Mr Lowes Dickrsson, London, an n Companion Plate o the sdmired

Portruk of
GENERAL SIR CHARLES NAPIER, G.C.B.
PRUM. . ¢ 5.5+ S JHs. B
Or, Tne PAI—PLATE < vaa0e s 12

Notices of the Portrait of Lord Gough.

= A most fulthfel reseesblanes, " — Bewgnl Hurlara,
—— A very suveesaful likeeess of the yoiers warrlor." — Eaglickmen.
“ Both mr eygaal in pelnt of merit, and ihal i azyiug much for the Portenit now on view."—Calentla Star,

—— *Tlut {hie head—who that has erer seen Lorl Gongh will proasonee of it, other than an benutiful an it
i fablhiful. " —Juifian Times. .

Notices of the Lithograph of Sir Charles Napier.

— . *'his ia, in spirik; chamcter, mnd fidelity, the very best of Me. Grant's many cxcelent Portraite—
Tuetins Trms.

—— A very seenrate and spirited Hkeness of {he Communder.in-Chiel."—Englukman.

—— **This i & standand likeness.—Mr. Dickiison hss redeemed the promise of the original Poriril,"—
Caleutla Star.

—— *The lkeness is adimirable.” —Friend &f India.

LITHOGRAPHIC SKETCHES

THE PUBLIC CHARACTERS OF CALCUTTA.
Br C. Guawt,

& wﬂmw l"u-l:ui;ﬁiﬂnhl, published in the *Tndis Review,” *Todin Medical,”
Caleutta Sparting Joarnals,” the * Caleuttn Christian Obstrver,” aud * Indin Sportisg
o™ T 160 N, | v oo

Royal fvo, elath. Ba 16

Caleuitn: Toacken, Sring, & Co.




: IN THE PRESS.
Second Edition of the Companion Volume fo “ Rural Life in Bengal" de.
Tevised and Enlarged.

ANGLO-INDIAN DOMESTIC LIFE

Lerrons prom aw Antt 5 Txnta to ms Mermmm 15 Exerisn,

Deseriptive of Anglo-Tndian Domestic Life in Calenttn, ond dlustrated by wpeerds of 100 Lithagraphic
Dirawingy in the fest,

Py tox Avruon o * Ruaarn Loe ix Bewoar,” &

Critieal Notices of the First Edition.

Culenifa Christinn ddvaeate, * % % iy nuther immgines his mother speniding n day in Caloutts,
Mhﬂhwhmﬂﬁdmuﬁﬂmyhmhg}whhhm. The plan of the woek tHerefore
liﬂu,llih“nqlhm,lﬂthmhﬁﬂjmh uf history, deseription, snecdote, and sefentifs research,
whilst it fally admits of froquent digressions; sed tho in his imaginory remble does the writer glide throngh
lifmlﬂuulﬂ;mﬂuru&w:!nn;ﬂlhhimuhunuidﬂwhiutimhmhhhk
oo psnion."”

Culextta Beview, = = * “Mhu,wrhu&w%w&ulﬂqﬂﬁhhmm
hﬂh:mmrr.mlmﬂmﬂjwuﬁdlhniliﬂlhanmlwdu:rujlmphhhmmhrthnultilndﬂ
in England to whom i will be seat. Th _Justrations will caniribate to tse extension of that roputation which
Mr. Grant has already earned o5 an nriist."

Eaglishmen, * * * * Nothisg bas yet been pubidished, wo, ot the most expensive and dhibarate travels
of fitled ‘tourisks, which ran comvey to the English reader s cloar and acenrsts o notiou uf the sveey duy life of
his countrymen in Bengal ms the Skelches befure us sud theie soeompanying letter-press.”

Judias Times. * * * —* Cannot bud be u most intoresting litthe present fo every one who enjuys
the wdvantage of a friend at home to pariicipate lils pleseures wr kis pains anid ikis is precisely (he kind
of gift thal would be most sceepiable to all sach, since it al ooce widmits them, however distant, within the
threshold of onr Indinn domietles, smd famdlisrizes thim with the every doy’s usages of our domestic lfe,”

Beéngal Hurkaru, * * * “ﬁimrin!'nuurdiu.lr;rintn-ul,uﬂnlluhpudiﬂ-mml.lnﬁiﬂkll
home. The text in o light, plensnnt, goasiping detal of oll the miniles, mesns, and applisces of Anglo-Tudinn
ﬂfl'hﬁ.lmﬂl.ﬂﬂﬂhph%ﬂrmmﬁhmﬂﬂmdm&nﬁmﬂtl:wmﬂmm
nﬂaﬂlﬁlhl&imﬂwﬁnﬁuﬂmﬁﬂufuﬂuﬁkﬁﬂhtﬂlﬂmphﬂmﬂm!ﬂﬂdh&"

Calewila Sfar. * * * “Tnnﬂrhhmbhﬁhlnminmmﬂdiﬁllkﬂlwﬁiﬂ
{nvalushle present. The press has been wnsuimous in ity praise. s + * i ia thoroughly orientsl in
mﬂwﬂﬂmmwmmmmﬂmﬂluuqmm“hnm
et with,™

Frieud of Iudia. * % * "Itht&undpﬁwnflhﬂduh!hidmmllhbh'dﬂunlmlﬂ-
man, deseribed in oo rasy and humotons siyle, and illostrated iy sketches of real force and truth.  * ol
We wan vouch for the fidelity of most of the sketches both in pen aud pencil. They describe il th Hitls
minntise of Caleutts soriely with » microscopic soourscy. * * * The descriptions and skelches of tha
servanis aleo nre excallout.”

Duihi Gaselte. * * * —=Written in & plensant, fivilp style. * * * ‘Tho Eithographs, ede bun-
Mﬂmmbmh.&ulﬂuumpd&hnh}.nnhﬂ!ﬂw,ulmﬂiu.—m
mnummmﬂmmnmmmmuunwm
hﬁmhﬁnudlwwmp-mﬂnﬁnﬁuhu.'

Caleutis: TRackes, Spivg, & Coug Pombay : Trackes, Vinmo, & Co g Londdon : W, Toacken & o




e e — e

ANGLO-HINDOSTANEE HAND-BOOK ;

Siranger's Self-Foterpreter wmd Buide
T0 COLLOQETAL AND MERCANTILE IETELODUNER WITH THE FATIVIE oF INDLA.
Py Hesuy Guast axp Eowanp Coventnoxe.
Contrys.—Pant T

1.—A Compendions Geamumar of the Hindonstanee Laugunge.
11—A Series of whort Hindvastaues-Anilo Vocabolaries, with oecasionn] Deseriptive or Explanaiory Netes.
L —A Brief Account of the Metrology of Indis, with Tubles of Tndinn Cormency, Weighis, Measnras, and

Chromnalegy.

IV.—Hrlel Descriptions of the mast popular Tindoo Deitirs, wud Hindde and Mochummuden Festivali,

¥.—=A Suries of Anglo-Hindoostanoe Dislognes, Proverbs, Proverlinl Sayings, and Sentencs.

Vi —&n Appendiz, eontuining brief Descriptions of the Monthy of Bengal ; Nobes on River and Dk Travel.
fitg ; Health, sl the Menna of its Presarvation 3 Tresiment of Cholers Morbus and Sonke-bites : On
the Natives—ihelr Clinmeter, Customs, zoil Projadices, and ihe mesns of concilistivg thelr respeet.
Misoellanecins Tatites, ani other Ttems of Usefnl Tofarmntion,

Pane IL

AN ANGLO-HINDOOSTANEE VOCABULARIC INDEX;
WiTH A SUPPLEMESTAL INDEX TO THE ANGLO-EINDOGSTANEE NAMES OF COUNTIIES AND PLADES
The Two Parts farming one thick vol., 12mo, (082 pages), hounil in eloth, Helk

Critical Notices,

Tay Colowiia Breice, ® * * “Ii were impoasible, withio modernte limits, to give any but & very
punlmlnlthmﬂﬁﬂﬂmmltumnhhmi in tha thiek sud dengely pristed volumo befurs w.  First
ﬂlﬂ,mhﬂltpmnf&-Mgm-ﬁlﬁlmumumhﬂmuhmdgm. = v & ‘Thy wcond
part, oocupying ahout fialf the volume, consists of what is styled o * Vocabularic Inder. This ls siniply wn
mﬂmlmm.mmlhrnu;huu:mmﬁpllnldthtdrwuuﬂalﬂnmk
as treat of the snbject ty which any wonl refess, Thia strikes us s lkely to prove very useful 1o the stadent,
wﬁil‘hlm,nﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂmﬁlhlﬂhﬁmmjuﬁmlﬂﬁrltﬂlhsrmﬂﬂuitﬂulmh of the former
part of the Hand-Book. 1t is alwo lnterapersed wilh oceslonel disseriations, se thoy may almost bo called, on
many sobjerts of inferest, which contain o trdy surprising smoout of information fa & very small compasa.
@ % 5 The potices of the coindge, under the urticles mokar, pogods, mee, pie, sl cupee, sbrike o jar.
fiealarly good, eantafuing & vast desl of really useful information o & wonderfully coneentroted form. * % *
Aliugslber we regard the * Al Hinduetani Hagd. Book ' as & valusble work."™

mﬁhﬂ'g’m'"Wahnum-vujmuﬁﬂgmm-nﬂ.luﬂﬂiwmnwlmu.fl.m'l}'l.
m_dmnihuuummn-mﬂn:mmlndmrn{ihmpﬂummmqim
-ﬁ-mimdﬁlmhuiﬂm-ﬁlmﬂjpmﬂdtm 1t sob valy containe every thing
m.whlmmhmaum.mmmﬂmmmﬂm.
to those wiho have long resided in the country.”

The Delki Gesette, * An Anglo Hindustani Tnid-Bouk reminds one of the ware.roams af \bose merchints
mﬂb‘wm"hlpnmmﬂdﬂnhi-ﬂwmwmt.uﬁigruhlull.hﬂ;w
wver expectal fo meet with in such o localily, The Hand-Hook is & repertory of fuformation gubered from
-annm.unlﬂthhulnh}muhtrnﬁu;mdmdtnthu‘h-hihﬂ. Ko ono will read it throngh,
Mm“iﬂﬂhﬂmﬂﬂh:uﬂﬂt&nﬁﬂuhﬂqmﬂﬂ;ﬂnﬂmﬂﬂ:ﬂlﬂ
for, the publiz will snffer more than the oumpiles.”

The Calentfa Christian ddvovate, * = * “hmﬂmuu‘hﬂhmpﬂ-rhw
hhdhphjllﬂmrﬂnunbﬂﬂiﬁm..nﬂhnﬂ#ﬂWImﬂMMM
Mmu&dﬂiﬂpﬁmhﬂﬂuﬂi“imﬁ&inlﬂiﬂhhﬁnﬁh We cordially recom-
mend be work to ear resders.”

The Culowita Morming Chromicie. 14 is much more valushle a8 g book of reformee than its name would
Tead one to supposs, aud will, if we mistake zot, be more genernlly resd than anpibicg of the kind thut hes
sppearsd far yesrs past.”

Coleuttn; Tuacizs, Sring, & Co.




Spcond Bdition, revised and ealurged, in One Valumie, demy Svo., Mustrated by Beventesn Copper-plates anid
Lithngraphs, anil #00 Woadests, price £2 fa

A MANUAL OF SURVEYING FOR INDIA.

Br Magons R Swrm axn L. Toomooem,
MENGAL AETILLEEY,

Prepuired for the Un of the Survey Department, and Publivhed wader the dutharity of the
Goeermmend of Fadia,

“Tiris valuahle work embemees, in the compass of one volume, every fustruction requisite lo form & prmietienl
Sarveyor, from the first rudiments to the moxt. shetrse formule ; anil embodies the provive modes operaadi of
the Tepariment fram: nnpoblisked mid exednsive sovross, and forma b (isell o lilrnry of information upan all
profeesinal matters,

-

TABLE OF CONTENTE,
Panr L—Geamefry oz applicable fo Surveying.

Cleap. 1 Definitions, k= —2. Geometrionl Thearoms,—8, Protlemn—. Lognrithms—3, Trigooometry—
6. Meusurntion of Planes,—7. Usaful Problems i Surveying.
Tilustruted by 168 Woodsnin

Pant TL—0n Surveying fnstrumenii—theic ddfustment and Use.

Chap. 1 o 6. Instromants nsed in Surveping.—7 and B, Mathemstical sl Dirawiug Tnstrommle —
9. lusirsments for Plotting a Survey—10, Baromuters.
listented by @ Copper-plates mud 60 Woodents,

Panr TTL—On Swrvcying.
Comprising in twenty-seven chapters (he entire Pructiee of Surveying in evary hemach, scearding to the
Syatema urried out by the grest Trigonometrical and Hovonne Surveys of Indis.
Tlnstrated by 10 Eagravings (& colowed) aud 63 Woodeuis.

Panr IV.—0u the Khnsrah, or Native Field Mrarurement,

Clap. 1. Preliminary.—32. Muode of Proseeuting.—8, Cost—34. New snd Tproved Mode of Condneting.
—8. Looa] Tanil Memanre snd Mode of Bedueing Limee lo Sitism Messure.~—0, Orthography of Nutive

Names, Statistios, &e.
Iihustrsted by 8 Engruvings.

Pant V.—Practical dvtronomy and ifs Application to Surveying.

Chap. 1. Defiuitions, ke—2 to 4. Ditermination of U Eeror snd Rate of o Chronometer,—5. Canvarsioy
ol Chronometer Time to Solar and Sidereal Time—0 and T, Methods of determining the Arimuth of the
Referring Mark, and Mode of Sading the Varistion of the Needle—8, Methods of delermining the Tatitule
of & Flace.

ArrEsmin.

1. Lieut.-Col, A. 5. Wangh's Tastrustions for Tupugraphical Sprvering.  With 11 Woodeuts and Copper-plate.

2. Eightorn Sets of Tables useful in Surveying, with Erplasations

3. Memorsnidn useful to Reyemne Surveyors (oo Convergeney of Meridinns, Meun Rafius of the Earth, Direc-
tions for cheervieg an Arimuth.

. Memorandum on the Museum of Eevnamic Geology of Indin,

5, Memarmidum of Teat for Esninination of Caudidales far the Grent Trigosometrical anil Revenus Servey

Ihepartments.
0. mumnmgmummw.mmum.

Tendon: W, Teacxen & Co., B, Newgato Sirest;  Calenlia: Tuscsex, Srng, & Ca.;
Homibay : Tackss, Yixive, & Co.j Allahabed s Jas, Hud & Cou




Whmumnmw-ﬂ:mmummmm

Thacker's Oberland  Fews.

Price (p.  Wrrn Postase 1o Ixnia, 9o,

A Newspaper apecially prepared for residents in Indin, &e., By which they are Jzpt in information eseh
weekly mail of every oceursnrn of interest ut home ;. forming & most complete add eamefully srronged epitome
urthsml.mhiul..dm;nnmumum.;umhﬂkqumulnmmmmﬁﬂwﬂuhﬂm
the Offfcial Gazettes, nud reliskle Commerrisl pud Manctary Heviews,

Mo expense s been spored to make esch department of Tharker's Dreerland News an complebe and
M-mmmﬂwhm!qﬂﬂkmﬂ-mﬂmﬂrqmm»
g8 1o firm & compendivm of interesting nows, and a permanent recard of eurreit evenls. Special sthenthon is
lestowed n giving in as full and eomplile a farm ua pussible information possessing festares purticularly
{stareating to maembers of the Todiun community, sud duing the Pulismentary Sesslon the same oljeet ix kepl
in view in prepariug the repart of the debates,

mrmpﬂmdhuutmhmpﬂnummnmmﬂinmmmm
Hmmrjiuwﬂuikmﬁn;uﬂhnﬂﬂwtnmﬁmdﬁdhﬂ%ﬁ.ﬁﬂ%ﬂuﬂiﬂwum
snd Provincial News, all the gousip of (he duy relating to Liteessy matiers, New Publieations, Musiz, the
Drumn, Scimuen, und the Aris, e is displayed in so smosing and joleresting form. Al appolntments,
mﬂ;ﬁmh,n{mﬁmw{ﬁ!lﬂhﬁr{tuﬂhﬂﬂwmmuhuhnﬁnillﬂpurtlfrmu
thl-ﬂ.ﬂnm,tupthrwﬁhlh:nirﬂmﬂﬂupuhhuhﬂwhmiﬂnhﬂh;mﬂilldl.lﬁhnln
I;L:W#DﬂmGmdﬁndimmmmqudwmhmm-m&ltnurri:nm
faithfully reorded. 'The Commereinl detnils of the werk linvitig heen entrusted to expericnced bands, copiots
minrmurlhn}lnuﬁ.u;rnd.M&Hmumhmm-punummd&mmﬂmnﬁnm

Attention ia ales directed to 8 ew feature of apecial interest to residents ahrond, comprised i & Sunimnry
ﬁhmh;hhmidlnmh&fmmwpur.hruhinhmmﬂmmmuu;luuﬂm
ueenrrenee of importance winoe the deparinre of ihe previons muil.

mhmﬁ&nk#ﬁ’m:ﬁwlﬂmﬁﬂrﬂmﬁrh;nhﬂndnﬁ:ﬂimidlium
Hwﬂillhﬂhldmhthnﬂlhﬂlh:&;ufﬁ!dnpimﬂleuhmﬂ.thhlmhrdﬁlpdm
dﬂmdmm.ndmrhdmmmﬂpmuthhﬂnghﬁ-qrthhp

;.a.mpﬁmu;nw.uunmwmpmmmmmdmmnmum
lnirdﬂ-ddmr‘ﬁhddnmmhmmm

Tondan: W, Thaesen & Co, A7, Newpwle Strest; Calentin THacksn, Srink, & Co;
Baombay ; Toacxes & Coo; and all News Agents in Euglosd and Todin

Tu feap. Evo., price 25, 6d.,

COLLOQUIAL DIALOGUES IN HINDUSTANL

TO WHICEH ABE ANNEICH

A SHORT GRAMMAR OF THE LANGUAGE, AND A VOCABULARY.

Br Guurasx Momwasan,
WETEE], FUMBAT,

Assihar of ™ The Persian Beginuer,” * Oriental Proverbs," &e. &r,

M suthor, o is well keown in ihe Bombay Presidency, has been employed in tenching the TPerslan and
Mindustani Innguages for the last ffleen years, and hes slways found i irksome, eqmolly to stndests nod
mmutishis, to teneh the eolloquinl hranch of the Hindustani lnngunge by writing oot sentences, e Jin, there,
fure, undertaken to compoee and publish Dhdogues, which will cualle Military oficers to pasn & colliquial
eramination without the il of & munabi.

London: W, THacken & Co,; Caleubin: Tuirxes, Briws, & Co; Danibey : Toacken, Vimee, & Co,

*




MADONNA PIA;

AND CTHER POENE,
BY JAMES GREGOR GHANT.

Two vols, past Bru,, with Froutiaplece lastrmtfues by W, Mucmeany, A Lomlo : Swrmi, Evnen, & Ca.
Price Ha. 98

Critioal Notices.

The Athemawm. " The fate of Madonna Pis—sbe wham Taste commemarated in the * Purgatoris "—hss
sngzosied 1o Mr. Grant the longest anid by far the Test poom in the prisot eolleetion. . T his trentment of
this tale of vengeanee, the snthor has evineed more genuine feeling, oompletenes of design, wol grace of (s
tratian than have for some time poat rewnnled one eritital sdventore into the region of pabiished voree,  Que
risks in the Jottary of the *Miflion * hove a2 longth boen compeninted by something of a prize.

From thess specimens it will be apparent thot My, Graot is wanting ueither in poetic sympathy nor i its
diticnte, faveible, and harmonions wiorsnee."”

The fifas. * * = % We fenl sssnred thet Mr. Grant will appreciile the pralse which wo infoud to e-
press, in anyiog that we huve slways the utowost possdble feith ia the genninences of the Toeling which finda
ntteranee in his poems. It is po ehame.  The sentiment = nod frimed sentfment,  The poet is ot miscrable
fur the oerasiot.  Tle wriles becanss o ferle  He does nol foel beeuuse he writes, “Thers is so miking np—
no stulling and padding—ns seting—ao grimneing. We feel that wo are in the presesien of 8 read man ; that
the emnotions which wre pictured in the pages before os aro the gensfse echoes of the puletions of & wiem
human honrt.™

The Eraminar. * * * “We regret that our space will nol allow us 4o give exnmples fruen the many
sonnets 1y Ehewe volimes of Mr. Grant's powee over that difienls form of verse. Thers sro many in which
Wordsworth, to whom the volumes are sppropristely dedicaled, will he pleased to trace the hand of uo
unworthy disciple. * * * Mr Grani has o fine enr for [yries.”

Chamiders’ Edinburgh Journal, = * * "1 Fielra partook aa largely of the humss naturs of Othello
ps Midlrmna Pia does of that of Desdemona, we slioald have some dificulty in finding in thir poetry of the day
a mabch for the puem beforo ua,

Wa are willing to acoept of * Madomna Tia® as one of the best coutributions to (he poetiesl Titerbure of
the day, oud have no faith that s proctiee] hand, us that evidently is which has produced i, will srpss its
awn wurk on mnother copsion. '

Landon: Sarrn, Eooee, & Co,

Seeand Editiou (1803}, Bro,, priee 102,
WALSHES MILITARY CATECHISM AND
HANDBOOK.

REGIMENTAL STANDING ORDERS, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, GUARDS, COURTS
MARTIAL, &o. &o.

Revised by J. H. Srocquenes, Eaq., with Abstract of the Militia Regnlations, &e.

Critical Notices.

“'Tha whols duty from the private to th colonel is pointed out in detail, with copises frms far reports,
exnininations, snd Couris Martisl, even to the interlor economy of o regineul.”—Royul Militery Magasine,
ELLMMMﬂ-NMMMﬂhWW' officer.”"— Nacal and

i

* Containing & large mmount of valushle information, which ought to he fumiliar L9 every affieer."— Diited

Serrive Magasine,

Tadon : W, Tnacxes & Co.; Caleutts: Tiscken, Sriwg, & Co.; Bombay: Tmicees, Visan, & Oo,




Ta post Svo., with: Frontlaplecs und Four Larps Plans, price 10s, B,

A YEARS CAMPAIGNING IN INDIA.

Br Mazon J. G. Menzey,
HENOAL ENDINEEES | AND LATE OARRTEON INGINEDRE, BUCENOW.

hnthwiwwmhwﬁ-hhtuhlndh.thmmmmﬂdd: prosent ao graphic sn scomnt
af the lesding operstions s the peesent one. Tt in iustrated with lnrge plans, explonatory of the singe opera-
tions bifors Dellii and Lucknow, sad maps of. Seston's Campaign in the Doush, and the Expodition to the
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