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ACHINTYA GANGULY

Ranchi: At a time when loud
music and cacophony are syn-
onymous to a big-budget
movie, film buffs across the
capital got the rare opportuni-
ty to witness forgotten vet
iconic silent movies during a
two-day film festival, which
concluded at Ranchi Press
Club on Thursday.

Organised by the Ranchi
chapter of Indira Gandhi
Rashtriva Kala Kendra, ten
films made between 1901 and
1931 werescreened at the festi-
val. All the films were brought
here by Mumbai-based docu-
mentary film-maker Suresh
Sharma.

Visitors were pleasantly
thrilled when they got to
watch a 1932 movie titled Natir
Puja, the only film to be direct
ed by Nobel laureate Ra
bindranath Tagore.

Other films that were
screened at the festival were
Raja Harishchandra, which is
considered the first full-length
Indian feature film made in

People watch Light of Asia at
the filmfestival in Ranchi
Press Club on Thwrsday.
Picture by Prashant Mitra

1913, Shri Krishna Janma
(1918) and Kaliva Mardan
(1919). All the three films were
directed by Dadasaheb Phalke.

Jamaibabu (1931), a Ben-
gali silent film by Kalipada
Das and 1825 movie Prem
Sanyas (Light of Asia) made
by Franz Osten and Himanshu
Rai were also screened. While
Jamaibabu with its notewor-
thy comic time was greatly in-
spired by Charlie Chaplin
films, Prem Sanyas was based

The Telegraph Ranchi
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Reliving silent
era of films

on the life of Gautam Buddha.

“Around 1,300 films of var-
ied durations were made dur-
ingthe silent era, out of which
only 10 could be restored,”
said Suresh Sharma who will-
ingly organises screening of
the films whenever heis invit-
ed by any organisation.

“Cinema-goers nowadays
cannot even dream of watch
ing a film that has no dia-
logues. So we canvery well ap-
prehend how difficult it must
have been for the fillm-makers
in those days to convey the
right message through their
films,” said Sharma.

Harendra Sinha, a retired
assistant director (archaeology)
of state government who was
present at the festival, said,
“That’s true. It's wonderful how
these film-makers managed to
make such mature movies
without any narration.”

“I feel silent films should be
re-evaluated to learn how film-
makers like Dadasaheb Phalke
established a communication
with the viewers,” added Arim
Kumar, a film writer.
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Magic of
silent films
showcased

Ranchi: Students of filmma-
king course from four colle-
ges of Ranchi had their first
rendezvous with silent films
attheIndira Gandhi Centre of
Arts IGNCA) here on Thurs-
day. Students of the course
from Xt Xavier’s College, Gos-
sener College, Central Uni-
versity of Jharkhand and
Amity University watched
thesilentfilmsandlater parti-
cipated extensive discussions
on the theme during the Si-
lent Era Film Festival organi-
sed by IGNCA. : :
Aspiring filmmaker Ku-
sum Chakraborty, who is a
student of journalism and
mass communication, told
TOI: “It is surprising to see

" how with even fewer equip-

ment, early filmmakers were
able to make films with such
great narratives. The use of
music to make the narrative
interesting is also very attrac-
tive. I learnt that filmmaking
isalot more than technology.”

IGNCA (Ranchi) regional
director Ajay Kumar Mishra
said, “Cinema has evolved
over the years as a medium of
communication and as an
art.
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KELLY KISLAYA W RANCHI

Apicmne is worth a thousand
words, but a metion pic-
ture depicts even more! From
the first feature film made in
the country, to the film that
inspired Dadasaheb Phalke to
make the first motion picture,
a number of inspiring films
were showcased in the two-day
Silent Era Film Festival orga-
nized in Ranchi.

The film festival, orga-
nized by Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA )regional Centre here,
showcased 10 of the greatest
silent films in the history of
India, including Raja
Harishchandra, the first motion
picture directed by Dadasaheb
Phalke, Light of Asia, the film
based on the life of Buddha
directed by German director

Franz Osten, The Life and
Passion of Jesus Christ made in
France directed by Lucien
Nouguet and Ferdinand Zecca
which inspired Phlake to make
the first film and many more.
The films were curated by
filmmaker, coloumnist and
journalist, Suresh Sharma.
Talking about the film fes-
tival, programme assistant at
IGNCA Sumedha Sengupta
said, “The festival has been
organized especially for the
students of mass communica-
tion, film studies and journal-
ism in order to introduce
them to the first step of Indian
cinema, which was the silent
era”
More than 150 students
from various colleges of the city
including St. Xavier's College,
Gossner College, Amity
University and Central

Gen-Y revisits magic of si

College students watching the silent mavie during *Silent Era Film Feslival" organised by Indira Gandhi National Centre for the

Arts (IGNCA) of Regional Centre Ranchi (RCR) at Ranchi Press Club in Ranchi on Thursday

Vinay Murmu | Pioneer

The film festival, organised
by Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), regional Centre
here showcased 10 of the
greatest silent films in the
history of India

University of Jharkhand wit-
nessed the magic of silent films
in the two day festival.

The film festival was also
attended by research scholars of
film studies. Jayshree, a student
of mass communication second
year at Gossner College said,
“This was a magical experience.
It is shocking for someone in
my generation to see how a
beautiful movie can be made
without a single sound.

There was such pin drop

ent movies

silence in the auditorium as the
film played that I could hear
myself breathe”

Shrishti Raj, a first year stu-
dent of St. Xavier’s College
who was mesmerized by the
films said, “This is my first time
experience of watching silent
films. Everything was so real,
there was no stunt double, no
overacting, no VFX and no
added effects but still every film
was perfect. It really showed the
power of cinematography and
acting”

IGNCA focuses on
research and documentation of
art and culture. Regional
Director of the Centre Ajay
Kumar Mishra said, “In
Jharkhand we are focusing on
research on tribal culture, spe-
cially the particularly vulnera-
ble tribal groups (PVTgs) like
Asur and Paharia”

hioneer
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