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Date: 20
th

 October 2020; Timings: 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm; Event Type: Webinar  

Title: ‘Feminine Aesthetics in Art of Western India’  

Chair: Prof. (Dr.) Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon’ble Member Secretary, IGNCA  

Speakers:  

1.  Dr. Gauri Parimoo Krishnan, Independent Curator & Art Historian; Director, DMBG 

Consultants; Former Centre Director, Indian Heritage Centre, Singapore.  
 

2. Dr. Rita Sodha, Asst. Professor, Department of Art History and Aesthetics, Faculty of 

Fine Arts, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vadodara. 

3. Prof. (Dr) Parul Shah, Principal Investigator at the MHRD-UGC, E-Content PG 

Pathashala and MOOCS in Swayam Project, Performing Arts Dance; Former Dean and Head 

(Dance), Faculty of Performing Arts, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, 

Vadodara. 

Moderator: Dr. Ayswaria Wariar, Regional Director, IGNCA, R.C. Vadodara. 

 

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), Regional Centre Vadodara, conducted 

its next webinar on ‘Feminine Aesthetics in Art of Western India’ to celebrate the festival of 

Navaratri. The aim of this event was to highlight the culture and tradition of worshipping the 

Goddess and to discuss the Aesthetics of Feminine Energy, as reflected in the three art forms 

of Sculpture, Painting and Dance of Western part of India. To represent each of the three 

forms of Art, three renowned speakers graced the platform to share their knowledge from 

their respective fields.   

 

Dr. Gauri Parimoo Krishnan spoke on the topic: ‘The Power of the Female: Devangana 

Sculptures in Temple Architecture of Western India’. Dr. Parimoo, threw light on the the 

variety, significance and aesthetics of sculptures of celestial female figures which are placed 

on Indian temple architecture. She investigated on the role of such semi divine beings, known 

as apsaras in Indian classical literature, art and architecture citing examples of sculptures 

through four centuries (8
th

 -12
th

 centuries) from the north-western region of India, namely 

Gujarat, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh representing  the Medieval period in Indian History. 

 

Dr. Rita Sodha, spoke on the topic: ‘‘Paradigms of Representations: Articulations of 

‘Nayikas’ in Indian Painting’’. Dr. Rita explored the conceptual and visual interpretation of 

the Nayika as a ‘persona’ that occupies the literary texts which are a crucial source to the 

pictorial depictions of Nayikas in medieval Indian Paintings as in the manuscript illustrations. 

She believes that in these illustrations, the feminine essentially is getting modelled as the 

‘other’ of the masculine and eventually thus conceptualized ‘feminine’ being acted out or 

performed in depictions of the sakhi bhava in ritualistic spaces. The talk picked on some 

distinctive case studies that generated diverse articulations.  

 

Prof. (Dr) Parul Shah, spoke on the topic: ‘The Circle of Bhakti and Shakti: Dance Form of 

Gujarat’. Dr. Parul, representing the field of Dance, explored the relevance of the festival of 
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Navratri that worships the nine different forms of the female energy known as Navadurga. 

She explained the cultural and religious practices associated with the festival with videos and 

photographs.  

The concluding remarks for the webinar were presented by the Chairperson: Prof. Dr. 

Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA. The details of the webinar were uploaded 

on IGNCA web portals and social media platforms. It was attended by 100 attendees on the 

Zoom platform of the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India (NeGD). The webinar was also 

screened live on IGNCA Face book page and viewed by 30 people approximately. It was 

reported in two local newspapers.  
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