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Australia has the world’s largest concentration of rock art and it is the only country where
extensive ethnographic information about the original meaning and purpose of rock art has
been obtained. The nature and geographical distribution of Australian rock art are briefly
reviewed in this paper. Analytical studies of rock art pioneered by Australian scientists have
made a significant contribution to the development of the global discipline. Two other
aspects of Australian initiatives in this field are extensive ethnographic studies that have
been conducted for well over a century and the emphasis on the preservation and
management of rock art. Despite great improvements in the latter, there remain significant
instances of concern where poor management and racism have marred Australia’s
performance and where political support for rock art protection has been lacking.
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