
Report on the Exhibition: 

 

IGNCA SRC in association with National Gallery for Modern Art, Bengaluru organized “ From 

Earth to Earth – Devotion and Terracotta Offering in Tamil Nadu” – Photography and Curated 

by Ms. Julie Wayne, an exhibition of Ayyanar cult on 8th September 2015. 

Shri. Sudhakar Rao, Chairman, Advisory Board, NGMA, Smt. Veena Joshi, Joint Secretary, 

IGNCA, New Delhi and Shri. H N Suresh Director, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan graced the occasion 

during inauguration.  

While sharing his insights Shri. Sudhakar Rao said “This rare exhibition that premiered at IGNCA 

New Delhi in February 2015, showcases photographs of the ‘Ayyanar’ ritual terracotta figures, 

in an attempt to trace their journey from creation to disintegration, earning it the epithet/ title: 

‘From Earth to Earth’ . The curator Julie Wayne who has spent over a decade documenting the 

processes involved in making these ritual images, says that these terracotta offerings are 

“extraordinarily related to Tamil culture especially in rural Tamil Nadu. These statues make 

manifest the devotees’ requests for protection or for the fulfilment of desires, and gratitude for 

wishes granted.” 

Smt. Veena Joshi quoting Ms. Julie Wayne, Curator of the exhibition For hundreds of years, 

village dwellers in Tamil Nadu have honoured their protector god, Ayyanar. Illustrious god in 

the land entrenched in deep agricultural roots, Ayyanar protects villagers, their cattle and 

harvest; he incites the monsoon rains, the source of life in this hot and arid land. Healer and 

benefactor of his devotees and granter of children to his followers, he drives away evil spirits 

and malevolent beings, and, with his army, willingly pursues anything that may interfere with 

the happiness and prosperity of those who revere with him. His open – air shrines, frequently 

hidden within sacred groves, are home to remarkable and fantastic terracotta bestiaries – the 

accumulation of annual offerings gifted to the great god”. Smt. Veena Joshi also throw the great 

deal of light on the various activities of IGNCA and acknowledged the initiative taken by Shri. 

Sudhakar Rao for bringing NGMA and IGNCA for this exhibition.  

Smt. Sathyabhaama Badreenath, Regional Director NGMA, Bengaluru and Shri. H N Suresh, 

Director, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bengaluru graced the occasion during the inauguration. 

The exhibition went on till 27th Sept 2015 and more than over 500 people visited and 

appreciated the exhibition.  

 

 



 

 



 


