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OUTREACH-PORTRAYING THE CULTURE OF NE ENDS
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), Regional Centre
Ranchi, Ranchi University in collaboration with North East (NE)
Regional Centre, Guwahati organised a three days’ programme
showcasing the rich tradition of North East India. Twenty-Two artists
from Assam and Manipur staged the vibrant performances.
‘MaatiAkhora' of Sattriya tradition of Assam was staged on the
concluding day. Dr. Richa Negi, Regional Director, North East Regional
Centre and Dr. Ajay Kumar Mishra, Regional Director, Regional Centre
Ranchi graced the concluding ceremony of the outreach programme.
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Folk dances
of Assam
liven up
varsity

ACHINTYA GANGULY

Ranchi: Students of Ranchi
University got a rare opportu-
nity to withess exquisite dance
forms of north-eastern states
of Assam and Manipuar during
a three day programme titled
‘Outreach: Portraving Culbure
of North East,” which conclud-
ed at Arvabhatta Auditorivm
on their campus onSaturday.

Organised by the Ranchi
regional centre of Indira
Candhi National Centre for
the Arts (IGMNCA) in associa-
Hon with IGHCA Northeastre
gional centre, Guwahati, as
many as 22 artistes took part
in the event.

On the first day an Odissi
dance was performed by
Sumedha Sengupta followed
by Gayan Bayvan — a form of
Sattriva dance of Assaimn,

Basant Raas, a form of
Raas Leela from Manipur, was
showcased on Friday.

Artistes firom Assam perform Bhortal, a folk dance, at Arvabhatta Anditoriium in Morabadi, Ranchi, on Saturday. (Prashant Miira)

Raas Leela or dance depict-
ing divine love between Lord
Krishna and Radha is believed
to be a two centuries’ old tradi-
tion that was introduced in
1779 during the rule of Ningth-
on Ching Thang Khomba, also
known as Rajarshi Bhagyva
Chandra, the 18th century
Meitel monarch.

There are five different
styles of Manipuri Raas Leela
— Basant Raas, Maha Raas,

HMitya Raas, Kunja Raas and
Diba Raas. Among thein Bas-
ant Raas is performed during
the spring (March-Apail).

“] had heard about rich
Manipuri dance forms and fi
nally got an opportunity to
witnessit, [t wassimply a visu-
al treat,” said Rashmi Kumari,
a Ranchi University student.

A musical juealbandi of ba-
nsi (fuate), Kol (dram) and ji-
aal (big cymbal) of the Sattriva

tradition of Assam was also
performed on the second day.,

On the concluding day,
artistes from Assam staped
three different forms of Sat-
triva dance.

One of them was Mati-
Akhora, aform that evolved as
a part of Vaishnav Bhakti
movement, introduced by re-
former-saint Shrimat
Sankardev, which generally
revolves around lepends and

myvthological tales of Lord K-
islma as depicted in the Bhag-
wat Puran.

This was followed by Sali
Mritva, another form of Sat
triva dance. Another troupe
presented rajghariva (royal)
sali dance,

A group of seven dancers
staged Bhortal Nritva during
which they showcased excel-
lent acrobatic skills with ffraal
mmusical instriment.




