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The Regional Centre of IGNCA Puducherry, in collaboration with Lasalle College of Arts, 

Singapore, organized an online presentation on 26th December-2020 from10 Am to 12 

pm. titled “Inter -Cultural Threading Between South India and Singapore Silk Saree 

Tradition”bySri Saleem Hadi, Founder and Director, Singapore Indian Theatre & Film 

Explorer, Singapore and Dr.S.Chandrasekaran, Head, Lasalle College of Arts, 

Singapore, and Mc Nally School of Fine Arts, Media and Creative Industries, The 

program comprised of the two following presentations,  as: 

 

01. Ocean of Garments: The Historic Sailing of Sarees to Singapore 

 02. Infinite Saree: Threading from Mythology to Life Science.     

 

       The Lasalle College of Arts, Singapore is a most prestigious Institution of Arts in 

Singapore. The event focused on the Journey of the Silk Saree from South India to 

Singapore.  Dr. Gopal Jayaraman, Regional Director of IGNCA, Puducherry, was the 

Moderator of this Program. 

               The Inaugural Session of the Program began with the Presidential Address by 

Prof. Ramesh Gaur,Dean, IGNCA; and, the Inaugural Address was given by Dr. 

VenkaPurushothaman, Vice-President (Academic)& Provost Lasalle College of the 

Arts, Singapore. Thereafter, Sri Saleem Hadi started giving his presentation. In Sri 

Saleem Hadi’s extraordinary presentation, he said about the History of The Journey of 

Sarees from South India to Singapore and to other countries. The Saree is one of the 

longest Surviving garments in the World’s History of Textiles, and has been considered 

to be a living Heritage till today. Other interesting things found in his presentation are 

Introduction to Saree Project, Ocean of Cloth /ஆடைகளின் சரித்திரம், Stages in Exploration, 

History, Findings and Execution.  

 

This presentation tried to ascertain about the Cross Border Influencers such as how 

Singapore was influenced by Saree Fashion from India and how Singapore also 

influenced India and how Singapore transformed the clothing material brought from 

Japan into Sari. 

 

          In the second presentation, Dr. Chendrasekaran emphasized the significance of 

Indian Saree Tradition and Culture. While presenting his address on Saree Tradition 

and Culture, Dr Chendrasekaran quoted the mythological episode of 



DraupatiVastrapaharanam; and, he interpreted that episode with a Sense of Life 

Science.  

      In order to explain that myth, he said about a theatre production, entitled as ‘Infinite 

Saree’. By way of elucidating that myth, he said that the Saree symbolizes an ever-

enlarging and ever-widening and ever- expanding thing of attire. We can also take it in 

the same way how the Fashion of Saree -wearing has been ever in the Flow of Time. 

        It is within this interpretive exposition that he started to assume the relationship 

between Life Science and Mythology. This finding of Dr. Chendrasekaran resulted to the 

creation of DNA Carnatic and DNA Saree. 

 This presentation was examined; how Draupadi’s traumatic experiences still exist 

within our society as living stories rather than a myth.  

 By the by, Dr. Chendrasekaran alluded that, even in the modern context, one can easily 

come to observe the pitiable condition prevailing in our Society for the Womenfolk. 

       After the finale of the two presentations, Dr. KTV Raghavan, Research Officer, made 

his Vote of Thanks to both the presenters, Sri Saleem Hadi and Dr.S.Chandrasekaran and 

also to the Authority of IGNCA as well as to all those who participated in this 

program.Mr. Radja Perumal, Project Asst. of Puducherry Regional Centre, exerted his at 

most efforts inarrangingallthe electronic gadgets for coordinating the International 

Webinar. 
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Dr. K.T.V.Raghavan 

Research Officer, 
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