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Muhammed K K., retired as Regiona] Director from the
Archaeological Sur\/eg of |ndia, is Prescntl9 working as a
(Consultant with the Minis’crg of Culture. T o his credit, he has
a number of imPortant archaeo]ogical works inciuding the
unear’ching of Kesariga Stupa in Bihar, |badat Khana and
Mughal Bazaar at ]:atehpur Sikri and a burial site Afonso in
Goa. r‘le has done a lot of conservation work at various
archaeological monuments as part of his official responsibi]itg and
has received a number of Prestigious awards and honours.
(onservation work done by him at Pateshwar temP]es is a l—n’gHy

acclaimed achievement.

Batcshwar, located in Chambal va”eg had more than two
hundred temples in a hlghlg ruinous condition. Conservation
was riskﬂ as it was infested with dacoits. After Prolonged
negotiations with them Forty tcmples were Piccecl togetl']er

fromthe scattered Fragments of stoneslike aJ' igsaw Puzzle.

Once the dacoits were eliminated }33 the Po]ice, more
clangerous mining mafia entered the scene. | heir rampant mining,
blasting and consequent vibration started G]C]CCCtiﬂg the conserved

temP!es.

As all the letters written by the AS] to the state
Administration fell on deaf ears, it was forced to resort to an
extraordinarg step which may not be there in the rule book of
Government Scrvants.

The umcolcling scenario is interesting, informative and
instructive. | he Prob]cm involved in the (Conservation was cqua”g

cha”enging.
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