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historic art in your

school textbooks, here’s
your chance to have a look
at it up close. A month
long festival in the city —
the International Rock Art
Festival — will take you
back in time to the
primitive era through a
number of conferences,
workshops and exhibitions
about the ancient and now
rare form of communica-

g t‘ lfyouhave only seen pre-

engraved

walls,” says Dr BL, Malla,

director of the festival.
The entire Mati Ghar,

where the exhibition is

cave-like look for

festival. Inspired by the
Raisen district of Madhya
Pradesh, the cave,
recreated with fibre glass
and plaster has primitive
style paintings of human
figures, animals, hunting
and battle scenes, as well
as processions. The
exhibition will also display

“from Orissa and Rathwa
‘Bhils from Gujarat. Artists
from these places will also

. ance on these art styles at

taking place, is q:ortmg ot
_National Centre for Arts

paintings and photographs
of engravings from
different states across the
country. While Bhimbetka
rock shelters from Madhya
Pradesh have been recon-
structed with some exqui-
site paintings, the exhibi-
tion also showcases phato-
graphs of chortens (stu-
pas) from Ladakh and the

Karnataka, thus providing
agllmpsemt.ot.he state of
art in pre-historic times.
“The continuation of
rock art can be found even
today in Worli from
Maharashtra, Lanjia Faora

be giving a live perform-
a workshop here,” says

Watch it here...

o e

Festival
When: Dec 7to Jan 25
Where: Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts, 1,
Central Vista Mess, Janpath.

(IGNCA), which s

and explain the details of
the artworks,” says Dipali
Khanna, member-
secretary, IGNCA.

%
il
EE¢
i

:

:

Rock art is an archeological term
used to refer to human-made
markings placed on natural stone.
Such artworks are often divided
into three forms: petroglyphs,
which are carved into the rock
surface, pictographs, which are
painted onto the surface, and Earth
figures engraved into the ground
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Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts is organising an
exhibition which focusses upon the ancient practice of Rock Art

“The exhibition is an initiative which
will help in understanding the roots of
rock art and the journey since then,
helping people to relate their theoreti-
cal knowledge with practical. India is
fortunate in possessing one of the three
largest concentrations of this world
heritage. The conference is relevant
with respect to research and learn and
develop documentation programme of
rock art; said Dipali Khanna, Member
Secretary, Indira Gandhi National Cen-
tre for the Arts (IGNCA).

The theme of the conference will
centre on the following themes: concept
and methodology, interpreting rock
art, documentation and conservation

amongst many.

‘Experts and scholars
from India, France,

Italy, Spain, Indo-
. nesia, Douth
Africa, Aus-
tralia, Poland,

Peru, Bolivia,
China and
many other
countries will

ANUBHA SINGH

rtis timeless. Its imprints can be
found at any place at any point

the most ancient form of expression.
These rock art images are a source
of cultural communication between the

with Ministry of Cul-
ture, Government of

past and the present. India, is organising an address  the

in time. The pictorial depiction With a view to spread awarenessand  International conference issue and chal-

of human-made markings on natural address the urgent need to preserve this  on rock art 2012 along with lenges for preserva-
stone, popularly known as rock art, is  art form, Indira Gandhi National Cen- an exhibition and workshops. tion of rock art; added

USA, Cuba, '

Khanna. Rock art festival will feature
an exhibition of Indian and global rock
art from to synthesise people about the
unique nature of rock art.

The exhibition partly will feature
global rock art which will be divided
in zones showing art forms of differ-
ent continents. There are pieces rock
arts related to pre-historic era ranging
between 4,000 and 12,000 BC at dis-
play too.

The Indian wing will also exhibit
various tribal art forms that shows
continuity of the tradition of rock art.
The art forms will include Saura (Odi-
sha), Warli (Maharashtra) and Rathwa
(Guyjarat). During the workshop, the

rock art scholars and artists across the
globe would demonstrate the journey
of rock art, techniques and materials
used for its depiction along with sim-
ilarity and their differences in the art
form across the countries,

‘A cave like set up has been designed
on the lines of Bhimbetka, an archaeo-
logical World Heritage site located in
Raisen District in Madhya Pradesh to
give a first hand experience and focus
of the exhibition; said Khanna.

AT: Indira Gandhi National Cenm
for Arts C.V Mess Jonputh ol
WHEN: 7 December- 25 January
TIMINGS: 10 am to 7 pm
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Glimpses of Rock Art
DHUBANI WALL paintings, motifs on table cloths
mnn‘styﬁ ‘modern saree can and now do flaunt
“imprints of the close-to-extinction ancient rock art form.
“What began as pictorial markings of prehistoric man on
natural cave stone — one of the first forms of expression
of mankind — rock art has now turned into an art form
studied and preserved across nations globally. i
 Renowned scholars from 20 countries representing
five continents are now set to congregate in Delhi to
participate in an ambitious project by the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts (16NcA), which seeks to
protect and popularise Rock Art. First held in 1993, this
is the second time
1GNcA is holding
aninternational
exhibition of this
type and the event
from 6-13 Decem-
ber is expected to
feature live work-
shops. The event
isbeen pegged asa
source of cultural
communication
between the past
and the present.
“This art form is
arelic of the past.
Itis a great living
heritage and it
shows that the
present lifestyle
is a continuation
of the past.” ac-
cording to Dipali
Khanna, Member

' Secretary, IGNCA,

Giving examples
from present times such as Madhubani paintings, rock
art imprints on table cloths and sarees, she added that we
never really left the origins of the rock art paintings.

The exhibition designed on the lines of Bhimbetka,
an Archaelogical World Heritage site located in Madhya
Pradesh, has been set up inside a cave-like structure erect-
ed to provide a unique and natural experience to visitors.
Divided into zones, the exhibiton is set to show the art
form related to pre-historic era in all the five continents.
The Indian wing is set to exhibit various tribal art forms
such as Saura (Odisha), Warli (Maharashtra) and Rathw
(Gujarat). “It is need of the hour for various agencies to
come forward and save one of the golden arts of history.
1GNCA has taken up this ambitious plan to save and
the rock art.” says B L Malla, Project Director.
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+ Arock art festival at
IGNCA features

~ drawings and
- etchings dating to
. prehistoric times.
The project director,
BL MALLA, talks to
Divva KausHik about

Indian sites and
some of the stories

—

Pradesh, Odisha, Jharkhand,
Bihar, Kerala or Karnataka you

v Sl one
Ifyonhzw:travdled toMadhya

must have come across paintings

and etchings on huge rocks.
There is usually no description

to accompany them. You would

(IGNCA), “MP contains =
the largest concentra-

have to be a specialist to know that
some date back thousands of years : :
and belong to Indian traditions T :
rooted in the distant past. Bhlmbetk_a i
: _Inforg?ed IRE means ‘sitting
| project director of the = ’
e nision Bk - Ast place for Bhima’'.
FestivalatIndiaGandhi ~ The rock shelters
l»

He added, “Animal and
human figures, geometric shapes
and motifs that are now part of

Madhubani and Warli art, were
earlier rock art motifs”
Malla remarked that the
more unique specimens in
the area, are barely acces-
sible.
The festival startin;

tion of rock art in India. mple who lived there. today has exhibition an

The sad part is that
most tourists, and even «
people in the region,
know little about it.
. Created during pre-historic 3 . ;
~ times, it throws light on linear patterns’
lifestyles and traditions of those '
times.”

Some have animals
and minute human

figures drawn in

workshops. Plaster of Paris

and fibre rock art models

* from different Indian states

are placed in Matighar-
-IGNCAS exhibition area.

The ground floor is divided

into six sections. The first is a the-

matic area, recreating the ambi-

ence of rock shelters. The central

region area features rock art from
Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh.

After the central region, is a
zone dedicated to Rajasthan and
Gujarat,

In the South, is rock art from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The East
comprises Odisha, Bihar and
Jharkhand. A special section has
been created for the rock art from

Uttarkhand, Ladakh and Uttar
Pradesh. The entrance area resem-
bles Bhimbetka rock shelters. in
Raisen district of Madhya Pradesh,

They are an archaeological
world heritage site, displaying
earliest traces of human life.

“Bhimbetka means ‘sitting
place for Bhima, a Pandava sibling.
The rock shelters and caves have
paintings and etchings depictin
lives and times of people who lrveg
in caves. Some have huge, strange
animals, with minute human fig-
ures drawn in linear patterns.
Others have scenes of childbirth;
communal dancing and rituals.
Rocks also carry handprints. Some
paintings use natural colours like
red and green. They so strong, they
have lasted a very long period,
said Malla.

While rock art in the Central
region focuses on figures, the
kind in places like Jh have

geometrical shapes.

Some are still used by local
and tribal communities. Malla
also explained that materialand art’
differs with each region.

“During prehistoric times,
humans had limited means to
draw and paint. It is interesting to
note that wherever art was done,
it was in a way that it survived.” he
added. ]

Guided tours by scholars for
visitors and students have been
organised to. And there will be
workshops with artists and trib-
al communities.

“Anyone can be part of work-
shops and learn about rock art.
There will be Madhubani and
Warli artists to talk about miotifs,”
Malla remarked.

There is also an internation-
al rock art section with pho-
tographs of world famous rock
art. The exhibition is on till

January 25. 44:/4
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