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Ansari calls for protection of rock art

Madhur Tankha

'NEW DELHI: “The pressures of
urbanisation and population
growth are threatening the
country’s historic monu-
ments and pre-historic rock
art sites. Unless we act quick-
ly to improve the manner in
which we look after these
treasures, irreparable dam-
age could be caused,” said
Vice-President Hamid Ansa-
ri, while inaugurating the In-
ternational Conference on
Rock Art-2012 at Indira
Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts here on Thursday.
Describing rock art as hu-
| mankind's precious cultural
heritage, Mr. Ansari said it
depicts the earliest recorded
eexpressions of our species. “It
is also a valuable repository of
our artistic, cognitive and cul-
tural beginnings since the
earliest days. India is fortu-
| nate to possess one of the
three largest concentrations
of this world heritage, the

Vice-President Hamid Ansari admiring paintings on
display at the International Conference on Rock
Art-2012 gfter inaugurating it at IGNCA in New

Delhi on Thursday. PHOTO:

other two being Australia and

South Africa, where rock art

is still a living pursuit.”
Noting that a significant

part of our rock art heritage

still remains outside the pur-
view of the Archaeological
Survey of India and State Ar-
chaeology Departments, Mr.

‘partments  like

SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

Ansari said: “I would urge the
Ministry of Culture, the ASI,
State Archaeology Depart-
ments and other allied de-
forests,
geology and mining to ensure
greater integration of effort
for preservation and conser-
vation of these sites.”

Organised by IGNCA in
partnership with the Minis-
try of Culture, the conference
is part of the 45-day-long in-"
ternational festival which
seeks to popularise and pro-
tect the pre-historic rock art.

To give a live experience to
visitors, a cave-like set up has
been designed on the lines of
Bhimbetka, an archaeological
world heritage site located at
Raisen district of Madhya
Pradesh. The exhibition has
been separated into zones
showing art forms of different
continents. It also displays
rock arts pieces related to the
pre-historic era.

A workshop will be con-
ducted in which scholars and
artists from across the globe
would demonstrate their
techniques in constructing
rockart. They would also pre-
sent review and overall status
of rock art studies in their re-
spective continents through
special lectures in the
conference.
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THE possibility of a time
machine might still be in ques-
tion, but with Rock Art 2012
your chance to travel back in
time and view artworks of the
Michelangelos and Picassos of
Stone Age will come true.

Rock Art 2012, which has
been organised by Indira
Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts (IGNCA) along with
Ministry of Culture, will feature
an International Conference
on Rock Art as well as two

i and workshops.

“The festival, which will focus
on the recent developments in
rock art research, aims to cre-
ate general awareness about
rock art,” said B L. Malla, Pro-
ject Director, International
‘Rock Art’ Festival. -

Dipali Khanna, Member Sec-
retary, IGNCA adds, “The con-
ference will feature 22 scholars
from 16 countries.”

The highlight of the exhibi-
tion will be a replica of Madhya
Pradesh’s Bhimbetka caves

e g

the prehistoric cave paintings at the Rock Art show

Rock stars
of the New
Stone Age

that has been divided into five
zones dedicated to different
regions of the country. The
second installation will be ded-
icated to international rock art

and will also feature, among

others, the bull paintings o
4 )

f
and actual instruments '_

used to create the art.

The workshops will feature 3

demonstrations by artists

involved in art forms such as
Saura, Warli and Rathwa .

- By Srijani Ganguly

‘Rock Art 2012’ will be held

at IGNCA, Janpath,

till January 2013
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Vice-president Hamid Ansari, with Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts preéidéht Chinmaya R. Gharekhan, looks at

a sculpture during the inauguration of the Rock Art Festival in New Delhi on Thursday.

— G.N. JHA
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X MESMERISED - Vice-President Hamid Ansari, at the

inauguration of the Rock Art Festival in
subrata dutta .

the Capital on Thursday.




Publication Edition Date Page No.

Deccan T;SIC‘(MQUO New Delhi 7" Dec 2012

DISCOVERY See Rock art fromthe world over atIGNCA.
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News line) :
Gallery Nature Morte, Entryis free. #
A-1,Neeti Bagh, till ' :
Januarybetween 10am to 6 FILM SCREENING
pm. Entry s free. Lodhi Road: The Escape, a
. film on an Danish journalist
Hanuman Road: “The Span-  whoisheld hostage in
ish Royal Family in India” is Afghanistan by a terror
an exhibition of photographs  group, will be screened to-
at Instituto Cervantes, morrow at Alliance Francaise
48, Hanuman Road, CR till  at5:30 pm
December31at 11 amto ’?
pm. Entryis free. ~ THEATRE ;
Mandi House: Watch Humein
Defence Colony: “Dhayana-  Naaz Hain, asatirical play di-
chitra : Contemplative Im- rected by Lokesh Jain, that fo-
ages”isa collectionof paint-  cusesonthe plight of the
ings in watercolourby A. homeless on the streets of
Ramachandran at Vadehra ~ Delhi. Itwill be staged today
Art Gallery, D-40 Defence and tomorrow at Sri Ram Cen-
Colony till December 15 tre at 6.30 pm.
atllamto7pm. :
Entry is free. MUSIC
= ITO: "Dance, Drama and Mu-
"~ Janpath; “Adi Drshya: A sic for the Uprooted", a musical
Primeval Vision of Man” ex- Christmas journey from the Syr-
hibitionat IGNCA, 1, Central  ianmusictoreggae and rap,will
Vista (CV) Mess, Janpath, till  be held at Pearey Lal Bhawan,

January25at 10 amto 5 pm.

ITO, on December 8 at 6 pm.
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