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A meeting was conducted at the District Magistrate office, Sonbhadra for awareness of the 

common people regarding rock art. The meeting was inaugurated with lighting of the lamp and 

attended by the local member of the legislative assembly Ghoraval, Sh. Ramesh Chandra Dubey 

as well as the Chief Development Officer Mr. Mahendra Singh (the DM was away due to some 

exigency). Among the interdisciplinary team the following were present: Dr. BL Malla and Mr. 

Jigmet  Namgyal from IGNCA, New Delhi; Prof. Sunil Bajpai and Dr. CM Nautiyal, BSIP, Lucknow; 

Prof. DP Tewari  & Prof. KK Agarwal, University of Lucknow;  Dr. Prabhakar Upadhyay, BHU, 

Varanasi; Dr. A Misra, Fisheries Dept. (Sonbhadra);  Dr. JK Singh, Sonbhadra; Mr. Angad Singh, 

Research scholar, University of Lucknow. In addition to the expert members of the team, the 

meeting was attended by local influential citizens and rock art enthusiasts like Raja Badahar, Dr. 

Arjun Das Kesari, Dr. JK Singh, and Panchayat officials, village pradhans, government staffs, 

common people and the media persons. 

 

    
Members and participants at the Rock Art awareness campaign at Robertsganj 

 

Dr. BL Malla, Director of the project from IGNCA explained the significance of the project to the 

audience and emphasized on the systematic documentation and preservation of the rock art 

sites of the region. He urged academicians, general public and local administration at large to 

contribute for its conservation and preservation. The Chief Guest at the awareness campaign, 

Mr. Dubey assured of all the support from the administration and also mentioned some efforts 

towards development of the sites. Prof. S Bajpai, Director, BSIP-Lucknow, said that such sites 

archives our history and should be conserved, mandating their documentation and multi-
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disciplinary study. Prof. KK Agarwal from the Centre of Excellence, Geology Dept., University of 

Lucknow and Dr. Prabhakar Upadhyay, Banaras Hindu University, also stressed on the 

documentation of rock art sites in the region. A PPT presentation of some of the rock art sites 

of the region by Prof. DP Tewari, Dept. History & Archaeology, University of Lucknow was well 

appreciated by the people. Dr. CM Nautiyal, coordinator, also shed light on the objective of the 

programme and proposed the vote of thanks. 

Following the meeting, the team visited the rock art site at Lodhi village in front of the DM’s 

office.   

        
       

 
  A view of the Rock shelter near DM’s office.    
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The Field documentation of Rock Art sites in the region and Awareness 

Campaign were widely covered by national and local dailies: 
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