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The World of Rock Art

A mobile exhibition
At
Regional Science City, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
(26 April-17t May, 2016)
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The World of Rock Art Exhibition

(Regional Science City, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh)

Adq,b

(26t April-17t May, 2016)

A Report

After the successful organization of ‘The World of Rock Art’ exhibitions at Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi ( 5" to 8" March, 2013), then in Srimanta Sankardeva
Kalashetra (SSK), Guwahati (12" April to 3" May, 2013), at Odisha State Museum,
Bhubaneshwar (18" May to 23" June, 2013), at Pondicherry University, Puducherry (
25" July to 25" august, 2013), at National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Bengaluru
(3 December 2013 to 3" January 2014), at Centre for Heritage Studies (CHS),
Tripunithura, Kerala ( 28" November to 28" December, 2014), at Sangeetha Mahal
Palace Complex, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu (6" May to 21% June, 2015) and at ASI,
Puratattva Bhavan, Nagpur. The exhibition is now hosted at Regional Science City,
Lucknow in collaboration with the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences and Regional
Science City, Lucknow. An exhibition on ‘Indian Rock Art’ was also organized by
IGNCA in the last week of August, 2014 at the World Rock Art Museum, Yinchuan,
China. It remained open for the public till September, 2015. In February, 2016 IGNCA
organised an exhibition on ‘India-China Rock Art’ from 24" February to 27" March,
2016.




As a precursor to the event, a press conference was held by the organizers of the
event on 25" April, 2016 at Regional Science City, Lucknow. The press agencies were
briefed about the significance of the ignored field of the Indian rock art as well as of the
studies and its importance for posterity and the role the media has to play in this regard.
Almost all the important newspapers highlighted the significance of the event which
resulted in a huge attendance at the exhibition, Children’s Workshop and Special
Lectures. The electronic media also highlighted the importance of the event (for details
may Vvisit www.ignca.nic.in)

The exhibition at Regional Science City was inaugurated by the Chief Guest on
the occasion Prof. Sunil Bajpai, Director, Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences,
Lucknow on 26™ April, 2016. Mrs. Veena Joshi, Joint Secretary, IGNCA, was the
chairperson on the occasion and Dr. B.V. Kharbade, Director General, National Research
Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Properties, Lucknow was the Guest of Honour.
The welcome address on the inaugural function was given by Sh. Umesh Kumar Rustagi,
Project Coordinator, RSC-L. Introduction to the exhibition was given by Dr. B.L. Malla,
Project Director, IGNCA, New Delhi and the Presidential Address was given by Ms.
Veena Joshi, Jt. Secretary, IGNCA. Dr. C.M. Nautiyal, Scientist, BSIP proposed the vote
of thanks.

As a part of the event, a special lecture on the rock art of Uttar Pradesh titled ‘Rock
Paintings in Uttar Pradesh with special reference to Sonbhadra district’ by Prof. D. P.
Tiwari of Lucknow University was organized on 26" April at the auditorium, Birbal
Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences. A special workshop for school children titled
‘Impressions’ was organized on 27" April, 2016 at the exhibition hall at Regional
Science City, where students from various schools of Lucknow actively participated. It
was followed by a special lecture ‘Determining the Antiquity of Rock Art’ by Dr. C.M.
Nautiyal, Scientist, BSIP, Lucknow. Both the Special Lectures were well attended as
students, scholars and rock art lovers from BSIP and other institutions at Lucknow made
their presence in large numbers.

All the events were well received by the people, students and scholar community.
The exhibition, Special Lectures and Children’s Workshop were highly appreciated and
got a very positive response from both print and the electronic media. For instance, the
Chief Guest on the occasion Prof. Sunil Bajpai in his address stressed on the conservation
of Rock art heritage for posterity and also emphasized on spreading awareness about the
importance of rock art in India by involving experts from different fields for the purpose.
Mrs. Veena Joshi, Jt. Secretary, IGNCA in her presidential address expressed the need to
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spread the awareness on the rock art heritage of India among the general public and
school children at large.

As per the recent update received from Regional Science City, Lucknow, people
in large numbers are visiting the exhibition every day. Through this event, we have been
able, to a large extent, to propagate and highlight the activities of the IGNCA, especially
about the importance and the objectives of the present Rock Art Project. How did
humankind portray its earliest expressions? A visit to the exhibition, The World of Rock
Aurt offers some answers.

,*As

A panel with rock art of Sonbhadm dlsplayed at the exhlbltlon
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Prof. Bajpai and Ms. Veena Joshi addressing the audience on the occasion.



Special Lectures

Rock Paintings in Uttar Pradesh in
special refergnce to Sonbhadra

i

Indira Gandht National Centre
(Ministry of Culture, ¢

for the Arts

in collat

V Birbal Sahni Inst Fitaeos
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Special Lecture RLD OF ROT

Auditorium, Birbal Safini Jnstitute ¢

Dr. Nautiyal delivering his special lecture on Rock Art.



Children’s Workshop




A view of the Exhibition
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Visitors at the exhibition Gallery.
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Press Coverage

The Exhibition was widely covered both by the print as well as the electronic media

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Rare rock art forms to be on display

TNN | Mar 29, 2016, 12.47 AMIST

LUCKHOWI Photographs of a rare form of the pre-historic rock art (drawings and markings made by early

man on natural stones) will be on display for the first time along with rock arts pictures from others parts of
UP, France and China at the Regional Science City in April. These were discovered recently at Deogarh in
Sonbhadra district.

The exhibition will showcase more than 100 photographs of the pre-historic rock art sites visited and
documented by a team of scientists from the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaebotany and Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts.

Though the rock art has been found in Sonbhadra earlier as well, a rare form was discovered at Deogarh six
months back. "The artwork found in the pre-historic caves discovered in Deogarh wall has been used as a
canvas filled with figures drawn in about 10 metre wide rock, which is rare," said BSIP scientist CM Nautiyal
who is also the coordinator of rock art documentation exhibition.

Another interesting rock art form for visitors would be the one found at Baghmanawa (tigers' den) near
Vijaygarh fort (of Chandrakanta fame) in Sonbhadra has red hand prints all over the cave.
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Children to be taught rock art by experts

“The rock art can also inspire fashion
designers. In Madhya Pradesh,
entrepreneurs are printing T-shirts with
figures from the internationally-famous
Bhimbetka rock art site near Bhopal”

PNS @& LUCKNOW

SIP scientst and coordinator

from UP for rock art docuncn-
tation CM Nautiyal said on Sunday
that children would be taught rodk
art at a workshop that they would be
organising at the Rt:!li(lllill Science
City here on April 27.

He adeied that they wire organ-
ssirg the rock art exhibation from
April 25 and the workshop would be
a part and parcel of it. The rock art
exhibition will be inaugurated
by mayar Dinesh Sharma oo April
26 at the Regional Sclence Cty, he
said

“The rock art of Ultar Pradesh
has been craving for attention for the
past several years. Under an MoU
signed with the city’s Barbal Sahas
Institute of Palasobotany, the Indisa
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA) took up the cudgess
and constituted a committee foc rodk
art documentation in Uttar Pradesh
abowt a vear-and-a-half ago” sald

Nautival The exhibition will show-

case the findings of rock art by the
teamn,  Nautiyal added He sand
that on Apeil 27, a day after the
mauguration of the rock art exhibi-
tion, there would be a workshup on
rock art for children of classes V w
X.

“Experts will not only explain &
children the genesss of rock art bul
will al<o tell them how to draw fig-
ures usually seen in it. These figures
mnclude those of wikl boars, ele-
phants, caltle and deer and even
same scenes of rituals, buman fgures
and utility items like carts
Handprints are frequent and Hgures
of birds have also been seen, though
they are not so common. The chil-
dren will be encouraged to observe
the photographs of the Internation-

al selections of rack art exhibited
and then provided drawing maten-
als so that they can draw 1n a smi-
lar style,” be said.

Fe said that this was eapected o
sensitise them to the need for con-
servation of rock art which was fac-
Img a threat from vandals. It s
important to sensitise culdren about
the importance of vock arl’ he
added.

He said that the rock art could
be an inspiration for the fashion
deslgners.

¢ rock art can also inspure
fashion designers. In Madhya
Pradesh, entréprencursare printing
T-shirts with figures from the inler-
nationaliv-famouns Bhimbetka rock
art site near Bhopal.” he sald.
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The present exhibition will remain open for public till 17" May, 2016 and next it will be
exhibited at Himachal State Museum, Shimla in the 4™ week of May, 2016.
Project Assistant
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Rock Art Unit

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
11 Mansingh Road, New Delhi

Jigmet Namgyal
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