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A Report

After the successful organization of ‘The World of Rock Art’ exhibitions at Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi ( 5™ to 8" March, 2013), then in Srimanta Sankardeva Kalashetra (SSK),
Guwahati (12™ April to 3 May, 2013), at Odisha State Museum, Bhubaneshwar (18" May to
23" June, 2013), at Pondicherry University, Puducherry ( 25" July to 25" August, 2013), at
National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Bengaluru (3" December 2013 to 3™ January 2014),
at Centre for Heritage Studies (CHS), Tripunithura, Kerala ( 28" November to 28" December,
2014), at Sangeetha Mahal Palace Complex, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu (6™ May to 21% June, 2015),
at ASI, Puratattva Bhavan, Nagpur (19" Nov-31% Dec, 2015), at Regional Science City,
Lucknow (26™ April to 24™ May, 2016), at Himachal State Museum, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh
(15™ June to 24™ July, 2016), at the Departmental Museum of Ancient Indian History Culture &
Archaeology, Panjab University, Chandigarh (10" August to 10" September, 2016) and at
Avritti Bhavan, Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sanghrahalaya, Bhopal (17" February to 15"
March, 2017). The exhibition is now hosted at Mahadevi Kanya Pathshala (MKP College),
Dehradun. An exhibition on ‘Indian Rock Art’ was also organized by IGNCA in the last week
of August, 2014 at the World Rock Art Museum, Yinchuan, China. It remained open for the
public till September, 2015. In February, 2016 IGNCA organised an exhibition-cum-workshop
on ‘India-China Rock Art’ from 24" February to 27" March, 2016.

Prior to the inauguration of the exhibition, a press conference was held by the organizers
of the event on 21% November, 2017 at Doon Library and Research Centre, Dehradun. The press

conference was attended by a number of journalists from both print and electronic media. Dr.
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Malla, Project Director, IGNCA briefed the journalists present there about the objectives of
IGNCA in organizing the exhibition and also about the significance of this ignored field i.e;
Rock Art, as well as of its studies and efforts to preserve it for posterity, especially the role that
media has to play in this regard. All the major newspapers of the region highlighted the
significance of the event resulting in huge attendance at the exhibition, Children Workshops and

at the Special Lectures organized at the venue (for details, visit www.ignca.gov.in).

Inaugural speech by Shri I.K. Pande

On 22" November, 2017 the exhibition was inaugurated by the Chief Guest Shri I. K.
Pande, Former Chief Secretary, Government of Uttarakhand at MKP College, Dehradun and the
inaugural ceremony was presided over by Dr. Indu Singh, Principal, M.K.P. College, Dehradun.
Dr. B. K. Joshi, Director, Doon Library and Research Centre (DLRC), Dehradun gave the
welcome address in the inaugural function and Dr. B. L. Malla, Project Director, IGNCA, New
Delhi gave an introduction to the exhibition. The Chief Guest Shri I. K. Pande during his speech
appreciated IGNCA’s initiatives in rock art research and correlated it with the advancement of
prehistoric man. Shri Pande said the history of India was viewed upon the perspectives of the
Britishers from the beginning but the concept has now changed and number of scholars was
produced by independent India. Dr. B.L. Malla, in his introduction to the exhibition described
elaborately about the aims and objectives of IGNCA in organizing the exhibitions, children
workshops and special lectures on rock art across the length and breadth of the country and the


http://www.ignca.gov.in/

positive feedback it has received so far. Concluding the inaugural ceremony, Dr. Indu Singh,
during her vote of thanks said that rock art is a medium of the bygone people when the

script/languages did not existed.

A view of the inaugural function

The present exposition ‘The World of Rock Art’ is culled out from the Exhibition on
Rock Art organised during the International Rock Art Conference, at the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi from 6™ December, 2012 to 25th January, 2013. After
getting a very positive feedback from a cross section of society comprising scholars, media
persons, public servants and general public, it was decided to take the exhibition to other parts of
the country as circulating/mobile exhibition to spread awareness among school children, college

and university students and general public at large.

The exhibits are chosen from the five continents of the world: Africa, Asia, Australia,
Europe, North and South America. A representative collection of the significant and important
traditions are displayed continent wise. This exhibition is curated in three sections, one is
displaying the rock art of the five continents and the other section has exhibits displaying rock art
of India. A separate section is dedicated for the tribal art of India. This exhibition creates, for the
viewer, a degree of experiential contact with prehistoric art. It provides the basis for entering into

the changing aspects of the living arts of man. It is believed that man’s awareness of the world



around came through his primeval sense of sight and sound. These two senses have stimulated
artists’ expressions; visual and aural in the prehistoric past as well as in the contemporary
cultures. The present exhibition also showcases the ‘living art traditions’ of three communities -
the Lanjia-Sauras of Odisha, the Rathwa-Bhils of Gujarat and the Warlis of Maharashtra, just to

give a glimpse of continuity of artistic traditions in Indian context.

A display of living art traditions in the exhibition.

In the Rock art of India section exhibits are displayed with rock art from all parts of the
country. The petroglyphs on boulders from Ladakh and the rock paintings of Sonbhadra &
Mirzapur along with pictographs of Uttarakhand are displayed in the rock art of North India
section, The rock art of the state of Uttarakhand has been displayed in the exhibition, from the
sites such as Kumaon in Almora district and Garwal region in Chamoli and Uttarkashi districts..
The paintings from world famous Bhimbetka rock shelters in Madhya Pradesh and geometrical
paintings from Chattisgarh are the major highlights in the Indian section. One will be able to
have a look at some of the newly discovered rock art sites by IGNCA in the north eastern section
at the gallery. The panels with rock paintings are elaborately designed with rock arts from



Rajasthan, Gujarat along with southern states of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka and

Tamilnadu. A major attraction in this section is the petroglyphs of Wayand district of Kerala.

Visitors watching tribal section

The World Rock art gallery has been elaborately exhibited with rock arts from all the five
continents of the world. Whereas, the cave paintings of Altamira in Spain and Chauvet and
Lascaux caves in France are displayed aesthetically in the Rock art of Europe section, the

aboriginal art of Pilbara and rock art of Kakadu National Park finds a place in the Rock art of
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Australia section. Rock arts of India, China, Pakistan, Indonesia, etc. are also exhibited
prominently in the Rock art of Asia section whereas the San and Bushman rock art are the main
attraction in the Rock art of Africa section. The Rock art of America section has been displayed
with rock arts from Utah, Nevada and Grand canyon etc.

Visitors at World Rock Art Section

As a part of the event, two painting workshops for school children titled ‘Impressions’
were organized on 22" and 23" November, 2017 at MKP College, Dehradun where almost 200
students from various schools and colleges of Dehradun and its surrounding areas actively
participated. Two special lectures were also organized on the ‘Prehistoric Uttarakhand Artefacts,
Petroglyphs and Rock Paintings’ by Dr. M.P. Joshi on 22" November, 2017 and ‘The
Prehistoric Rock Art in Uttarakhand Himalaya' by Dr. Harashaaradhana on 23™ November,
2017 at Auditorium, MKP College.

All the events were well received by the people, students and scholar’s community. The
exhibition, Special Lectures and Children Workshops were highly appreciated and got a very
positive response from both print and the electronic media.



Special Lectures

Dr. M.P. Joshi delivering
lecture on ‘Prehistoric
Uttarakhand Artefacts,
Petroglyphs and Rock

Paintings’
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Dr. Harashawaradhana
delivering lecture
on ‘The Prehistoric Rock Art in
Uttarakhand Himalaya




Children’s Workshop




Press Coverage
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Team Rock Art
Adi Drishya Department

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
11 Mansingh Road, New Delhi



