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A Report

After the successful organization of ‘The World of Rock Art’ exhibitions at Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi ( 5" to 8" March, 2013), then in Srimanta Sankardeva
Kalashetra (SSK), Guwahati (12" April to 3" May, 2013), at Odisha State Museum,
Bhubaneshwar (18" May to 23" June, 2013), at Pondicherry University, Puducherry (
25" July to 25" August, 2013), at National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Bengaluru
(3 December 2013 to 3™ January 2014), at Centre for Heritage Studies (CHS),
Tripunithura, Kerala ( 28" November to 28" December, 2014), at Sangeetha Mahal
Palace Complex, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu (6th May to 21% June, 2015), at ASI, Puratattva
Bhavan, Nagpur (19" Nov-31% Dec, 2015), at Regional Science City, Lucknow (26"
April to 241 May, 2016), at Himachal State Museum, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh (15th
June to 24™ July, 2016) and at the Departmental Museum of Ancient Indian History
Culture & Archaeology, Panjab University, Chandigarh (10" August to 10" September,
2016). The exhibition is now hosted at Avritti Bhavan, Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sanghrahalaya, Bhopal. An exhibition on ‘Indian Rock Art’ was also organized by
IGNCA in the last week of August, 2014 at the World Rock Art Museum, Yinchuan,
China. It remained open for the public till September, 2015. In February, 2016 IGNCA
organised an exhibition-cum-workshop on ‘India-China Rock Art’ from 24™ February
to 27" March, 2016.

A view of the Exhibition
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As a precursor to the exhibition, a press conference was held by the organizers of the
event on 16" February, 2017 at the Exhibition Hall, Avritti Bhavan, IGRMS, Bhopal.
The press conference was attended by a large number of journalists from both print and
electronic media. The press persons were briefed about the objectives of IGNCA in
organizing the exhibition and also about the significance of this ignored field i.e; Rock
Art, as well as of its studies and its importance for posterity, especially the role that
media has to play in this regard. All the major newspapers highlighted the significance of
the event which resulted in huge attendance at the exhibition, Children Workshops and at
the Special Lecture. The electronic media also highlighted the importance of the event
(for details, visit www.ignca.nic.in)

Dr. Kapil Tiwari inaugurating the Exhibition.

The exhibition at Avritti Bhavan, IGRMS was inaugurated by the Chief Guest Dr.
Kapil Tiwari, Former Director, Adivasi Lok Kala Parishad, Bhopal, Govt. of Madhya
Pradesh on 17" February, 2017 and the inaugural ceremony was chaired by Prof. Sarit K.
Chaudhari, Director, IGRMS, Bhopal. The welcome address in the inaugural function
was given by Sh. Ashok K. Sharma, PRO, IGRMS. Introduction to the exhibition was
given by Dr. B.L. Malla, Project Director, IGNCA, New Delhi. The Chief Guest, Dr.
Kapil Tiwari in his speech, highly appreciated IGNCA’s initiative in documenting rock
art sites across India and disseminating it’s knowledge through rock art exhibitions all
over the country. Dr Kapil Tiwari shared his experience of working with Dr. V. S.
Wakankar, the father of Rock Art Studies in India. Dr. Tiwari said, “The paintings in
rock shelters give information about the mankind before they started as society. When
there were no houses and man used to live in these rock shelters. In the rock paintings
around the world, colors were never of importance but the design was the important
element. The key elements of design were dot, line and then colours. The mankind in the
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prehistoric times recorded the first impression he was getting about life around in these
shelters. In addition, he emphasized on preserving rock art sites as it will help the
younger generation in understanding their past better. Dr. Tiwari said that more such
exhibitions be organized so that students as well as general public at large get to know
about the global rock art heritage. Dr. B.L. Malla, Project Director, IGNCA, New Delhi
while introducing the exhibition elaborated on the aims and objectives of IGNCA in
organizing such exhibitions, children workshops and special lectures across the country.
Concluding the inaugural ceremony, Dr. Sankara Rao, IGRMS gave the vote of thanks.

A glimpse of the audience at the inaugural ceremony.



The present exposition ‘The World of Rock Art’ is culled out from the
Exhibition on Rock Art organised during the International Rock Art Conference, at the
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi from 6" December,
2012 to 25" January, 2013. After getting a very positive feedback from a cross section of
society comprising scholars, media persons, public servants and general public, it was
decided to take the exhibition to other parts of the country as circulating/mobile
exhibition to spread awareness among school children, college and university students
and general public at large.

For the present exhibition, exhibits are chosen from five continents of the world:
Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North and South America. A representative collection of
the significant and important traditions are displayed continent wise. This exhibition is
curated in two sections, one is displaying the rock art of the five continents and the other
section has exhibits displaying rock art of India. This exhibition creates, for the viewer, a
degree of experiential contact with prehistoric art. It provides the basis for entering into
the changing aspects of the living arts of man. It is believed that man’s awareness of the
world around came through his primeval sense of sight and sound. These two senses have
stimulated artists” expressions; visual and aural in the prehistoric past as well as in the
contemporary cultures. The present exhibition also showcases the ‘living art traditions’ of
three communities - the Lanjia-Sauras of Odisha, the Rathwa-Bhils of Gujarat and the
Warlis of Maharashtra, just to give a glimpse of continuity of artistic traditions in Indian
context.

Tribal Art Section
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The state of Madhya Pradesh is very rich as it has some of the finest rock art
treasures not only in India but also in the whole world. Dr. V. S. Wakankar, the father
of Rock Art studies in India has discovered several hundred rock shelters in Central
India. The most important of his discoveries is Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh (A
UNESCO World Heritage Site), which has one of the largest concentrations of rock
paintings in India. The rock shelters at Bhimbetka contains a large repository of pre-
historic paintings. The oldest paintings are considered to be almost 30,000 years old, but
some of the geometric figures date to as recently as the medieval period. The different
colours used for the paintings are vegetable colours which have endured through time
because the drawings were generally made deep inside a niche or on inner walls. Some of
the famous shelters at the site are Auditorium cave, Boar Rock and Zoo rock shelters etc.
Besides, the various paintings inside the shelters, Cupules (cup marks) have also been
found at the site, which are considered the earliest form of rock art in the sub-continent.

The Pachmarhi Hills and the surrounding Mahadeo hills are also rich regarding
rock art treasure in the state, these hills are located in the Satpura ranges and are thickly
vegetated with rich and diverse floral and faunal life. In Indian rock paintings, it is only
the rock art of Pachmarhi which contain the unique depiction of head hunting.

At Avritti Bhavan, IGRMS, the Rock art of India Gallery has been displayed with
rock art from all parts of the country. Whereas the petroglyphs of Ladakh and the rock
paintings of Sonbhadra & Mirzapur finds a prominent place in the rock art of North India
section, the paintings from world renowned rock art site Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh
and geometrical patterns from Chattisgarh are the highlights of the Central India section.
Human and animal figures from Assam in the Northeast section and the rock art from
Odisha, Bihar and Jharkhand in the Rock Art of Eastern India section has been displayed
elaborately. The rock paintings of Bundi in Rajasthan and rock art of Gujarat are the
major attractions in the Rock art of Western India section while the petroglyphs of
Wayanad in Kerala and paintings of animals and aquatic fauna from Pandavalugutta,
Andhra Pradesh are exhibited in the Rock art of South India section.

Rock Art of India Gallery
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The World Rock art gallery has been elaborately exhibited with rock arts from all
the five continents of the world. Whereas the cave paintings of Altamira in Spain and
Chauvet and Lascaux caves in France are displayed aesthetically in the Rock art of
Europe section, the aboriginal art of Pilbara and rock art of Kakadu National Park finds a
place in the Rock art of Australia section. Rock arts of India, China, Pakistan, Indonesia
etc. are exhibited prominently in the Rock art of Asia section whereas the San and
Bushman rock art are the main attraction in the Rock art of Africa section. The Rock art
of America section has been displayed with rock arts from Utah, Nevada and Grand
canyon etc.

World Rock Art Gallery

As a part of the event, two painting workshops for school children titled
‘Impressions’ were organized on 17" and 18" February, 2017 at Avritti Bhavan, IGRMS,
Bhopal where almost 200 students from various schools and colleges of Bhopal and its
surrounding areas actively participated. A special lecture on the ‘Prehistoric Rock
Paintings and its Significance in art and culture’ by Dr. Rahman Ali was organized on
17" February, 2017 at Conference Hall, Rock Art Building, IGRMS.

All the events were well received by the people, students and scholar community.
The exhibition, Special Lectures and Children Workshops were highly appreciated and
got a very positive response from both print and the electronic media. For instance, the
Chief Guest on the occasion Dr. Kapil Tiwari in his address said that “as India which was
not annihilated by history can be traced back through rock art” (The Pioneer,
18.02.2017).

As per the recent update received from IGRMS, Bhopal people in large numbers
are visiting the exhibition every day. Through this event, we have been able, to a large
extent, to propagate and highlight the activities of the IGNCA, especially about the
importance and the objectives of the present Rock Art Project. How did humankind
portray its earliest expressions? A visit to the exhibition, The World of Rock Art at
Avritti Bhavan, IGRMS, Bhopal offers some answers.
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Formal Inaugural Ceremony

Dr. Sankara Rao proposing the vote of thanks



Special Lecture

NF - © L)

Dr. Rahman Ali delivering the special lecture at Conference Hall, Rock art building, IGRMS.



Children’s Workshop

IMPRESSIONS
A Children Workshop
on Rock Art

Students at their creative best during the children’s workshop.



Press Coverage

THE TIMES OF INDIA, BHOPAL
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17,2017

Rock Art Exhibition Begms Today

Awritti Bhawan. The month-

long exhibition will have over

120 photographs exhibited at
gallery. )

Times News NETWORK

TheHitavada

BHOPAL @ Saturday ® February 18 ® 2017
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The World of Rock Art expo begins

W S0l Reporter
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withindics Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts (IGNCA), New Dediat
Avrrtt Bhanaam was fonmally man
paraied by Focmes Dicector of
Achivinsd Lok Kade Parisisad Dr Kapl
Tiwark, Bhopal Govermmest ol
Madbya I'radesh. In the presence
of De B L Malls Project [ e of
Adi Distys Dopastmenst 1GNCA,
New Dellil and Direcior of Manay
Sangrahaloya Professor Sarit K
Chaodhui
After inougpeating the extih)
ton, Dr Kapld Thesst shaned hiv .
experiencesofneebing withVisha e Wadd of Reck Art axhison maugurated st IGRMS
Sheidiur Walanky, the P!

of fmedimm Ro ck Ast School and dis-
corerngths Bhlmbedtamek cowe
Dr Towan said, “The pastings
ock st ben glye lnbe madon stout
the mackind before they scarted
residing insockry When there were
00 houses i lifo of mankoed, while
Aaying & rock dhelions saw the
ream of boacssy In the reck an
paintingsaroand the wockd colours
woere never of importance bt the
chesign wos the important cbe ment

Later, i the afternoon o special
Rcture on Peehivorie  Reck
Palntinpsand|ssigaificance inAn
and Oulture’ wass dedivered by D1
Rakuman Al (Memiber of Tixlian
CouncSofiBstorical Ressarch). The
Jocture was chairod by Dr B L Malla
Projct Director of Adl Ivishys
Departwmnt, IGNCA, New Deihi
and Prolessor Selt X Chavdbard
{Director of Manav Sangrabwaleya)
deltvosed welco me speach.

Dr Al said that, “The etire
process of Srvelopmert of Nesan
cune can be masternd theoogh
sock paitiogs, Chemical colowss
Burve ginat i portance i peistings
made inveckabe bers, these colours
bolomg %o Frlacolithic periad.* He

logical account of findings. excs
vationa, mesaxch methodology of
Eeembetia and also about the
poocess of conserving the proofy
founsd these. Dr AR sseswered ol the
queries by Bockart expents presedt
im tho locvare. Meeaakshi Pathak

gwve detalled 0 abowt Of B watksk

peintings made up on Palasolithic vmh het teacher Dy VS Walankar
stoae tools ind said these shelters ml!)rr)r)uiummh:ldml
ofrock; mGupta the State

perind.” He gave docsliod chees

10

Achosologics Mitsewss



ARG TV L RV T T Y

<=ﬁmagamn17tmaﬁzo17"-

- SYcTehetl Bl 3Q1d

Blaliioir o
syfeAra @I AR A 4
.aﬁmmm&kmﬁﬁﬁ b

e B o1 FE Wit Fe
onfemrE § Siafifed <@ ol o &

11



o, 17 wrd 2017

ake et

Teefd 3T

A oI i
& Frrw fad fiET @
T i T oFE drEe
Fe0 T WA w e, T

TR wAfA R @ Y

= = AT AR R
W F WA 11 T 3 w77 H wite
frart (& fs, 3t T

W,w.n.m:#wmwﬂ
o ar | =S WEEE R 9
il & fou “gimim’ o O
FEEE W A oA
T W fm weE Al =l

%

W WM 430 W
B e Wi A
WP 9 S 3

ad-28 | 3® - 47 | WA, YA,

rarer, FyTas | e W g
T HOEEd U Sied Ml UEE wel
%, T2 a8 % HEw T ° UE e
‘Tau w1 #w Fen' AE wEIAT 17
FETl @ WAE WyErerd T angfn g
H ayreiiioa &1 =1 @ &1 w1, S A
7T BEITAT A199 AT EIAT U
#E L EALELT % ¥ Fen T A
T 1 T HeE #in § e =
=7 % fafim sl W e, Fiew 1
faafaamm % sE-emet ud S
o oA et & fanE § SerEs
T E

e dUEwE % TR 1. |

FUR A T S TR A
o 20 w=vl=t =1 Fgaea 17 waEd, 2007
;11 9 sEa == g wiae
(qe Twrs, snfeardt i Fen 9hiug)
& = antaes § fFa s S
AT % g Tt & ey suiea
T W AT T AR A S
TH HFEL I To99 A E % sad =
TEOA w9 i O fEm iz
fatiEee 37 @2 U Foad’ fava
el 17 FE =1 97 4.30 T9 Horwan
TS =T BT o s 91 ) A
18 =T =1 ot feenfefat = fom ' seiwie
FETIE T AT T SR B

T = HL.UE. o A FE grEEwE d
AT 3 #9 AH-TF =1 g 1E
FETAT T ATEET a9 S wataat
* fou weifiEd 01 &1 &9 = @ 8
FfEaEE gl s ° T S S
THFA T IEA AT TR T Tt
| g fow g Tavg w59 F vEh
# 6% HEIE % HiEA e A1) 98
TritfaeTia® Fen SAfcAEa § sarded
=9t #A = ATaF TEtn s & a
= T e, s fae, Aot o
ST = E S % A o = g
TUF A & ATAR Ferwen taAi wi
Teaan HEAIET 40 7R 74 w1

12



Bhopal . Friday

ufsiol prLus Raidy

WIUTA @ HIHa GUerery Hasiid i
ﬁm@?mwm

@R TR A YE AR
mmﬁaﬁqmmmﬂ{;&aﬁ
ersrenl YEv F1 AsA ot fE
S| 39 EfE M T el g
% Gedm ¥ sIrfd fe = @ 2
m@raﬂ$ﬁ%wm oftd FAN
mgﬁam%mw%m%
a1 1 A Ferwen ¥ wie 39+

| YIRA B Y I

TR B TR 3 B1OT| S S
A 3T O et 3 diced g
= faRefpea =4 31 §s o
RIS R 97 4.30 S SIREIE 39

e H guEE 21 od, 2 mid
T Fell g & A fews
. SUe 7 F Faa G e
H sqferra o7 ST @i g
FI 3@ T A W AEd
o1l MR wed & o Srerken
fersti =1 Ieera # 40 BT @
F1 21 9vd B 09 Tl Fell H 5N
2| 7@ 28 foeli § derren aEe
fefea it T 21 2rfmere, TR,
¥ waifurs Ferhen aze &)

1702/2017

patrika.com/entertainment

17 February 2017 (o)

== Fri,
“.“m epaper.patrika.com//c/17048349 i)

13



Aol < HILe I, 17%zad, 2017

I Sfe B! Teedt gareierel & et
i mﬂfﬁuﬁr@wﬂmﬁmmmaﬁm -

HHEa Qg
fedt & gro 'fag =t v«
Coaoi

14



fi'j"i'ut[e

PSE—————— e

Bhopal, Saturday, February

D e ——

| ,

R N BB e

18, 2017
I

e ——
e N

‘The World of Rock Art

Staff Reporter, Bhopal

n exhibition on ‘The
World of Rock Art’
ounted by Indira
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sanghrahalaya (IGRMS),
Bhopal in collaboration

with Indira Gandhi Na-°

tional Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), New Delhi at
Ayritti Bhawan was for-
“mally inaugurated by Dr.
. Kapil Tiwari Former Di-
rector, Adivasi Lok Kala
Parishad, Bhopal, Govt.
of Madhya Pradesh. In,
the hon'ble presence of
Dr. B.L. Malla (Project
Director, Adi Drishya De-
: A, N

sign was the important el-
ement. The key elements
of design were dot, line
and then colours. The
first imaginations of
mankind were document-
ed were from a society of
animal-birds not of hu-
man, here human had a

relation of life a

with the socistli‘rﬂ ﬂ

mankind back then wa

ed to documents the first
impression he was =
about life in line not

colours. Co for him
were just a medmm

convey his im
whe in thy ebgse of |

15



FREE PRESS ; wwnlrocpresjsurmd. in

Bhopal Git

BHOPAL

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 15, 2017

2

‘World of Rock’ at IGRMS

n exhibition on ‘The World of Rock Art'mounted
by Indira Gandhi Rashtriyva Manav
Sanghrahalaya (IGRMS) was inaugurated Dr
Kapil Tiwari Former Director, Adivasi Lok Kala
Parishad in the presence of Dr. B.L. Malla (Project
Director, Adi Drishya Department, IGNCA, New Delhi)
and Prof. Sarit K. Chaudhuri (Director, Manav
Sangrahalaya). After inaugurating the exhibition Dr
Kapil Tiwari shared his experiences of working with
Vishnu Shridhar Wakankar, the Pitamah' of Indian
Rock Art School and Discovering the Bhimbetka rock
caves. Dr Tiwari said "The paintings in rock shelters
give information about the mankind before they start-
ed reside as society." (AL PD: COURTESY ORGANISERS)
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Rock paintings from
around the globe

DB Post Correspondent

Bhopal: Rock paintings is some-
thing that people of Bhopal are
quite familiar with. It is common-
ly seen when one goes around the
city Different places showcase a
variety of attractive rock paint-
ings. And so, the Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya
(IGRMS)felt the need to give a bet-
ter exposure to city residents to
the art.

Through their new exhibition,
‘The World Of Rock Art’, IGRMS
is providing an opportunity to the
people of the city to find out about
rock paintings that exist around
the globe. It began on Friday and
welcomed students of different
colleges as its first gazers.

IGRMS has put up this exhibi-
tion in collaboration with Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA). It was inaugurated
by Dr Kapil Tiwari, Former Direc-
tor, Adivasi Lok Kala Parishad,
Madhya Pradesh in the presence
of Dr B L Malla (Project Director,
Adi Drishya Department, IGNCA,
New Delhi) and Prof Sarit K
Chaudhuri (Director, IGRMS).

IGRMS’ Avritti Bhawan is host-
ing this open-for-all exhibition,
which consists of different rock
paintings from across the world.
It is categorised on the basis of
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continents that are famous for
their rock paintings, including
Australia, Asia, Europe and
America. Every art piece is dis-
played with a short description
for a better understanding.

This exhibition consists of
some beautiful art work, made by
the ancestors. Some of these rock
paintings have faded, but still send
out a message to their viewers. A
seminar on what these rock paint-
ings convey was also held by Kapil
Tiwari. Later in the afternoon, a
special lecture on ‘prehistoric
rock paintings and its significance
in art and culture’ was delivered
by Dr. Rahman Ali (Member, In-
dian Council of Historical Re-
search). Prof. Sarit K. Chaudhuri
(Director, Manav Sangrahalaya)
gave the welcome speech and Dr.
B.L. Malla (Project Director, Adi
Drishya Department, IGNCA,
New Delhi) chaired the lecture.
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The present exhibition will remain open for public till 15" March, 2017.
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