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Chapter 1

On Earth (3)
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May some youth be victorious, descended in order to bestow love to his
own lotus feet, an ocean of a variety of sweetnesses, from whose Caitanya
form the love, at the upper limit of its highest stage, found eternally among
the cowherd women, has been revealed. (1)
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May the cowherd women, Radhika and the rest, be thoroughly victorious,
famed for their extreme dearness to the Lord. No one at all is able to describe
even a little of the sweetness of their supreme affection for Hari. (2)
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Victory to Hari who, considering the feelings of those who love him more
sweet than his own, out of desire for them descended here in the form of
a devotee, golden in complexion, named Krsna Caitanya, in the garb of a
sannyast, this son of Sact. (3)
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Victory to the radiant Mathura, the best among cities, enchanting, most
beloved to the enemy of Kamsa, beautified by his place of birth, great in the
world because of removing sins and because of bringing about liberation and
bhakti, not to mention because of the stories of his various sports there. (4)
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Two times victorious be this forest of Vrnda (Vrndavana), so much more
dear to Murari than residence in Vaikuntha or residence in the hearts of the
highest saints; here, he whose sonant flute is sweet forever enjoys the cowherd
women as he herds cows and raises the level of love in the circle dance (Rasa).

(5)
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Victory to the daughter of the sun (the Yamuna), the sister of Dharmaraja
(Yama), who becomes the friend of Mathura and surpasses the Ganga, who
is loved by the Enemy of Mura and born of his lotus feet, and who flows with
nectar in the guise of water. (6)

AT ST AAFATTTLTSAT
T MrfgsThrefear givam@ad: |

FOT IhHEAGRATEAT T
HATEAET FLTATASHATHIT 11\

Victory to Mount Govardhana who is the overlord of mountains, described
by the cowherd women, the best of the servants of Hari, worshiped by Krsna
through ending the sacrifice to Indra, and who for seven days resided on the
palm of his (Krsna’s) lotus-hand. (7)

Victory, victory be to the bhakti of love for Krsna. Liberation, being
rejected by Vaisnava having given up the highest achievements of the mut-
tering of prayers, of sacrifice, of austerity, and of renunciation,! worships at
its feet desiring shelter there, knowing them to be the hidden truth of all
scriptures. (8)
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!Sanatana in his commentary on this verse equates these four with the four asrama of
the varnasrama system or system of four castes and four stages in life. These practices
in their given order are associated with the stages of student life, householder life, retire-
ment, and renunciation respectively. This means that real Vaisnava reject these things as
conducive perhaps to liberation, but not to prema-bhakti.



Victorious, victorious be the joy-filled name of Murari which causes the
end of toil spent on own’s own pious duty, meditation, worship, and so forth
and which somehow uttered even once gives liberation to living beings. It is
my utmost nectar, my only life and ornament. (9)
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Obeisance unto Sr1 Krsnacandra, the worker of unlimited mercy, who
took the form of Caitanya, spreading the joy of love in the Age of Kali. (10)
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This is a collection of the essense of the scriptures about bhakti for the
Lord experienced in Caitanyadeva from his beloved form. (11)
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Let Vaisnava listen to this very confidential text, "the Nectar of the
Bhagavata,” that Jaimini spoke with love to Janamejaya. (12)
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After hearing the amazing story of the Mahabharata from that king of
sages Jaimini, the son of Pariksit, Janamejaya, interested in hearing its ap-
pendix, asked: (13)
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Sri Janamejaya said:

O Brahmana! The flavor (rasa) that I didn’t get in the Mahabharata
from Vaisampayana I got from you. Please complete the rest of it with the
sweet flavor [i.e. the sweet rasal. (14)
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Sr Jaimini said:

When Pariksit, his many fears destroyed by the instruction of Sukadeva,
fully possessed of all the goals of life, and overwhelmed by love for Krsna,
was near to the time of his mounting to the abode of his own choice [i.e, after
death], his mother, the daughter of Virata, saddened and devoted to Krsna

asked in private this of the best of kings and, filled with affection for him,
was awakened and made joyful by him, her son, (15)
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Sr1 Uttara said:

Dear one, extract the core out of what Suka taught you, like nectar from
the ocean of milk, and teach me that quickly. (16)
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StT Jaimini said:
He spoke respectfully, King Pariksit, who loved his mother and was

thrilled by the flavor of telling the awe-inspiring story of Govinda he had
heard. (17)
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SiT Visnurata [Pariksit] said:

Mother, although taking a vow of silence is preferred at a time like this,
[ am encouraged to speak by the sweetness of your question. By the grace of
my guru Si1 Badarayani, I hereby offer my obeisances to Lord Acyuta, the
giver of life to you as well as to me, your son, and through the influence of his
compassion I now relate to you in its entirety this very confidential Nectar of
the Bhagavata which was selected with care by the highest of devotees and
with certainty approved by the great ones in the circle of outstanding sages.
(18)
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Once in the month of Magha in Prayaga, the topmost of holy places, some
exemplary sages, having bathed in the morning, were seated near the temple
of Sr1 Madhava. Absorbed in joy, and, considering themselves fulfilled, they
praised one another with ”you are the beloved of Krsna.” (19)
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Then, Mother, a fine brahmana arrived there at the holy bathing place
known as Dasasvamedha, intent on bhakti to the Lord, possessed of great
wealth, a ruler of that land and, surrounded by many helpers, determined
to feed the brahmana. That magnanimous one, having prepared a variety
of first-rate materials, first finished his necessary daily rites, cleansed a large
area, quickly constructed a beautiful sacrificial arena there, and, anointing
the area with his own hands, spread an awning over it. (20)
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Filled with joy he, having caused, with bhakti, Krsna in the form of the
éalagrama stone to be seated on a shining, golden throne according to the
rules and offering food and water before Hari, initiated a great celebration,
himself dancing along with the singing and instrumental music. (21)
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Then, after offering respect to the many brahmana, who were expert in
argumentation with explanations of the Veda and Purana, the renunciants,
householders, celibates, and Vaisna, always greedy for the joy of glorifying
Krsna, pleasing them with his sweet words and behavior, and taking water
from washing their feet on his head, he worshiped them with the food that
was offered to the Lord like he did the Lord. (22)
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Then, after feeding the poor lower castes with respect, he satisfied prop-
erly the dogs, jackals, birds, and worms. (23)
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He, having thus satisfied unlimited living beings, and ordered then by the
holy men, partook of the nectar that remained along with his companions.
(24)
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Then, coming before Krsna, with cupped hands he offered all the accu-
mulated results of that to him. (25)
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Seeing from afar that he had seated the Lord comfortably and was pre-
pared to return to his home, Sr1 Narada rose from the assembly of sages.
Repreating over and over ”this one is dear to Mahavisnu,” and running to
the side of this leader of brahmanas’, he, greedy for bhakti for the Lord, spoke
the following to make him clearly recognized in the world as the object of
Krsna’s most elevated mercy. (26-27)
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$1T Narada said:

7O Chief of Brahmana, you are certainly the recipient of Krsna’s great
mercy, since I have seen for myself just now how all this wealth, property,
generosity, and opulence of yours, O Great Minded, is used in this best of
holy places only for the acquisition of true religion.”

Then the great sage was addressed by that best of scholars:

”Master, what characteristic of Krsna’s mercy to you see in me? 1 am
insignificant. Who am I?7 How much am I able to give? What opulence to I
have? Where is my worship of the Lord?” (28)
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But a king who lives in a southern country, where there are numerous
temples, is indeed the recipient of Krsna’s mercy. (29)

9



qaar hredr a9 a&nanaET: |
FOTTIATe YT A= gET: &7 130 |

There mendicants, pilgrims, and visitors, enjoying food offered to Krsna,
wander everywhere always happy. (30)
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And near the capital, as if directly present, sits the Lord, whose form is
eternal being, consciousness, and joy, become stationary out of compassion.
(31)
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There the greatest celebration, always new and fresh, is occurs and the
materials for worship are new and desirable every moment. (32)
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All of that country’s residents and many visitors are fed by him respect-
fully with the offerings made to Visnu. (33)
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Many fine devotees of Visnu, who have come from many countries, live
there permanently out of desire to see the lotus-eyed Lord, for the happiness
of enjoying the offered food that is his great mercy, and for the association
of the holy ones. (34)
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That king has divided up his country and given it to the gods and the
brahmana. There is no invasion in that land and no sadness or fear. (35)
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The land produces crops without being plowed, the rain is according to
convenience, and desirable fruit and roots are easy to get as are garments.
All the subjects perform their own duties, are happy, are devoted to Krsna,
and follow the king like sons. (36)

T 909 T Ar=aamaaan =ga

HWHI"II&RQ(‘II"I\ MIQ?I‘JIHQC*I‘%CIFHQI 39 |l

And he who is dear to Acyuta, always humbly worshiping Acyuta with
the most menial of services, gives joy to all the people. (37)
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In front of him (Acyuta), he himself dancing with the celebrations of the
Lord through various names and hymns, singing the sacred songs, having
instruments played, ever brings pleasure to the Lord along with his brothers,
wife, sons, grandsons, servants, ministers, priests and other of his people.
(38)
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How many of his various qualities, favorable to bhakti towards Krsna, am
I able count or describe or even know? (39)
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Sr1 Pariksit said:

Then Narada went to the country of that best of kings to see him and
saw the citizens there attached to the celebration of the worship of the deity.
(40)
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He went joyfully to the capital playing his vina and, seeing even more
[signs of grace] than the brahmana described, went to the king and spoke.
(41)

Sr1 Narada said:

You, who have royal opulence such as this, joined with good qualities,
piety, wealth, knowledge, and devotion, are indeed the object of Krsna’s
mercy. (42)
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Sr1 Pariksit said:

Speaking in greater detail of those various traits and embracing the king

repeatedly, the foremost of Vaisnava praised him, singing of his good qualities
with his vina. (43)

N ST,

AeETETTT TS Ta AT I S & |l ¢ |

The humble emperor, honoring the best of sages, spoke, his head lowered
out of embarrassment from the sage’s profusion of praise for him. (44)
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O Sage among the Gods, how is it that you, without reflection, consider
me to be the object of his compassion, me, a mere human, short of life span,
meager in power, a giver of but trivialities, dependent on others, over-come
by fear, troubled by the three miseries, and unsuitable even to be in the same
statement with Krsna’s mercy. (45)
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The gods are indeed the objects of Lord Visnu’s mercy. Being regularly
worshiped by human beings and possessing bodies made of light, they are
without sin, endowed with the quality of goodness, free of misery, always
happy, able to go anywhere freely, bestowers of boons according to the desires
of their devotees, and they are enjoyers of the nectar which removes death,
disease, and old age, which they take by their own desire, and which gives
them satisfaction even though they have no contraints from hunger or thirst.
They live, O Lord, in heaven by the power of their own good fortune, a place
which is attained by the humans in this land of Bharata by the good and
pious acts they perform. (46)
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O Sage, especially distinguished among them there is Indra Purandara,
who the life-giver of the world through the rains, capable of blessing as well
as destroying. His mastery of the three worlds, lasting seventy-one yuga, is
difficult for any emperor to attain even with a hundred horse sacrifices. His
horse is Uccaihsrava, his elephant is the great Airavata, his cow is the Desire
Cow, and his garden is Nandana. (47)
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In that garden there are the Parijata and other desire trees, wrapped
about with wish-fulfilling vines, which fulfill all one’s desires and take what-
ever form one wishes. By one leaf of those trees and vines, wonderful songs,

music, dance, attire, food and so forth, just as one likes it, are found there.
(48-49)
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Ah! What more can be said of his fortune? Lord Visnu, taking the form
of the dwarf (Vamana), became his younger brother; and, protecting him
from disasters and giving him joy, he personally accepts the worship offered
by him. That you know and even more besides. (50-51)

Thus ends the first chapter of the first part of Sanatana Gosvamin’s
Brhad-bhagavatamrta entitled ”On Earth.”
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