Kumarajiva and early cave-temples of China
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As a Buddhist scholar and a translator of Buddhist scriptures, Kumarajiva
(344-413 A.D.) occupies a pivotal position in the history of medieval China.
His teaching and translations exerted a far-reaching influence on Buddhism
as well as Buddhist art in China.

According to the Chinese documentation, Kumarajiva’s mother used to
find pleasure in dhyana. When Kumarajiva made his way to Chang’an in 401
at the invitation of Yao Xing, ruler of the later Qin dynasty, he was given a
position of teacher of the nation and immersed himself in the translation of
Buddhist scriptures. On the basis of A Collection of Records concerning

translation of the Tripitaka (i = #1258 ), he translated 35 Buddhist texts into
Chinese in 294 fascicles, such as Lotus Sdtra (3%4&), Larger Wisdom Sitra
(K &A% &), Smaller Wisdom Sdtra (/N fi%%& ), Vimalakirti Sitra (4 B 5 £ ),
Legacy Teachings Satra (%82 ), Amida Sitra (TEEF 4R ), Advent of Maitreya
Satra (V81 T~ &£ 4 ), Ten Divisions of Monastic Rules (+1i&#), Treatise on the
Great Perfection of Wisdom (K& E &), Treatise on the Middle Way (H it),
One-Hundred-Verse Treatise (B1it), Treatise on the Twelve Gates (+ =[7]i8),
Commentary on the Ten Stages Sitra (+1X#tZE i), Twelve-linked Chain of
Causations (+ =& %) and several Dhyana-Siitras (X #E=BRZ, BHEER,

#HEEMAKZ) Prized by later generations for their excellence and clarity,

Kumarajiva’s free translations were without parallel in Buddhist history and
produced a great impact on the subsequent development of Buddhism in
China. Moreover, Kumarajiva fostered many disciples and followers, more
than three thousand by some accounts, and most of them enjoyed the
dhyana.

Dhyana was the only action or behavior of the Buddhist monks in
northern China during the 4th to the 6th centuries. The Buddhist cave-temples
of China as well as arrangement of the images and subjects inside the caves
have a close relation with the dhyana-sutras translated by Kumarajiva.
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