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PREFACE

The papers reprinted in the present volume
deal with widely diverse topics, but the majority of
them can be grouped wnder two heads: (1) those
relating to the maritime activities of the warlike
people of Maharashira and (2) those relerring to the
peaceul provinee of Bengal, The only justification
[or republishing stray papers written at dilfcrent
times during the Iast ien years is ihat they are
mosily based on unpublished sources not easily
accessible to fhe average reader. Ii is a matier of
great satislnetion that one of the papers has Ffully
served its purpose. After long hesifation the
Government of Bengal have at Tast decided io pro-
vide for the preservation of the District records and
transfer them o the custody of the Caleutta Uni-
versiby.

T am greatly obliged to my friend Mr. Anil
Chandra Banerjee, M.A., for the keen interest he
has {aken in this publication. Ile read the proofs,
prepared the index, snpplied some notes and saw the
hook throngh the press. My thanks are also due fo
the anthorities of the Caleutia Universily for ngree-
ing 1o publish in these days of paper scarcity s book
that is not likely to prove a financial success.

ImPrRIAT, RECORD IDEPARTMENT, } 3 N S
New Delhi, 8rd January, 1941. T






THE EARLY CAREER OF KANHOJI
ANGRIA

Konhoji Angria occupies a unique position in
the history of bhis country. Tor four decades
a terror fo the maritime powers of the west-
ern coast, he led his sailors [rom vietory to
victory and raiscd the naval prestige of Maha-
rashira fo an unprecedented height. Yet we
know liitle or nothing about his carly career,
In daring and warlike qualities he attained such pre-
eminence  among  his  contermporaries  that the
Maratha chironiclers conld not possibly ignore him;
even when his deseendanis were called upon by the
Inam Commission to [urnish them with a brief
account of the great admiral’s maritime exploits the
traditional account of his life and career had not
altogether been [orpotten.  But every sindent of
Maratha history knows how little has been preserved
by public memory, and the official account devotes
only a few sentences to the siege of Suvarnadurg
which afforded the future admiral an opportunity of
giving evidence of that uncommon resourcefulness,
unflinehing resolution and undaunted courage which
earned him an everlasting renown. I is said that
while leading a forlorn cause he had actually been
captured by the Siddis, but prison walls were no
insuperable barrier fo him and before long he swam
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back to the beleaguered castle to lead his comrades
once again to a bold assault. It [urther adds that he
accompanied Rajaram to Jinji and he was not
appointed to the chiel command of the Maratha {lect
until his master's veturn to Mabarvashtra, This
cannot but be a bare ontline and the details are sadly
wanting. Tt is inconceivable that while the custo-
dian of the castle had deeided on capitulation  the
garrison should so readily respond o the call of an
inexperienced youngman who had yel to make his
name and [ame. It is, therelore, certain, il we
aceept the official account ol his early earcer, that
he must have distinguished himsell in minor en-
gagements before he could call upon the dispirited
delenders of Suvarnadurg to lollow hig lead, and the
incident look place, if this popular account is neeur-
ate, shorily before the demise of Sambhaji. Bul a
surmise, however logical, can hardly be as satis(ac-
tory as well-authenticated facts. The English and
Portuguese sources have proved more informative
about the Angrias than the Marathi rccords, but
neither the coniemporary correspondence of the
English Presidents, nor ihe official reporis of the
Portuguese Viceroys, nor the over credulons gossips
from the far west who visited India in those days,
throw any light on Kanhoji's early carecr. The
first reference to Kanhoji Angria, hitherto traced in
Portuguese papers, is about 1703. By that time he
had already atfained considerable fame, for in the
next letter he is addressed as ' Subedar da Armada
do Sivaji.”’ Mr, Sardesai is of opinion that
Kanhoji became chiel admiral of the Maratha fleet
after the death of Sidhoji Gujar, which event took
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place in 1607.* According to the family history the
appomntment took place after Rajaram’s return to
Maharashtra and Grant Dulf opines that the prince
arvived at Vishalgarh in December, 1697.% It is,
bherolore, ikely that Kauhoji became Subedar of the
Maratln Adrmned carly in 1698, and this surmise is
indirectly supported by g reference to Kanhoji in a
consultntion ot Bombay Castle on the 6ih February,
LGUE-bY,

Here we must retrace our steps and examine
the briel references to the activities ol the Shivaji
pirates, as the Maratha caplains were called by the
British merchants. Apparently Kanhoji's exploits
were also included among them, lor if seems that he
had nob yet achieved that eminence which was short-
ly to be his, In February, 1694-95, a letter from
Burat to DBombay reported that ** Ram Rajah’s
gallvels have been plundering at the river mouth,
have Laken a hoat of Mocho goods, computed worth
80,000 rupees; a bont with ballnst wo sent fo  the
William and Mary they seized, but finding nothing
but stones ihey beai the pour Tasears and fung their
sailes and rigging over board.”* On the 16th
Febroavy, 1695-96, the Emerald on her way [rom
Calicut to Bombay met some ‘' Savajee people
south-ward of Danda Rajapoor.”™* If we accept the
official siory that Kanhoji was with Rajaram ab
Jinji, he could not have anyihing to do with the
plunder of the small cralts near Surat or the cruising

1 Magraths Bwyasat, Vol. T, p. 636

 Vol, I, p. 368

% Factory Recoids, Bombay, Vol. 21, p 83.
+F, R., Bombay, Vol 28, p. 11, 2nd set,
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of the Maratha fleet off Danda-Rajapuri. A letter
{rom Bombay to the Company, dated the 22nd May,
1698, refers 1o o Maratha raid to the territories of the
Raja of Karwar, ‘' 22 Sevajees bonts that coame
into the river, landed 300 men within hall a mile of
the factory, which plundered what they eould linde
from his subjects and ollered no manner of allront 1o
any in your Honours jurisdiction.”’r Again a
letter fromm Bombay, dated the 10th April, 1699,
urges the necessity of ** small vessels [or convoyes ™
“* to encourage the irade of the island,” *‘ for the
Sevajecs and Singanians are now growne strongo
and impudent, so thai scarce any boals can pass to
and from the Island withont convoyes."* The
insecurity of the Bombay vessels may salely be
attributed to Kanhoji’s enterprise but it is nol quile
certain whether he inspired or led the Karwar ex-
pedition. For, apparently Kanloji's jurisdiclion did
not at this dafe cxtend to the southern squadron.
From a Portuguese letter, dated the 20ih April,
1702,% it appears that one Bhavanji Mohile com-
manded the Malwan fleet. It is not unlikely that he
belonged to the same famnily ns Achloji Mohile whose
delinquency ollered Kanhoji an opportunity of
coming to the front. Two other Porluguese lotlers,
written in 1705, go 1o prove that in ihai year a
squadron of the Maratha fleet was under the com-
mand of one ‘' Dauda Khan," who is variously
styled as *‘ Sarnobata '’ and ‘‘ SBubedar da Armada
do Sivagy.” From the text of one of these epistles

10, 0., Vol. B4, No, 6868,
10. 0., Vol. 85, No G842,
1 8en, Studies in Indion History, p. 47.
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it appears thai the jurisdietion of this officer extended
to Raluagiri und his men-of-war visited the port of
Kunarn where they lud occasion to befriend the
Portuguese.!

It will not, therefore, be unreusonable to con-
clude that from 1698 to 1706 Kanhoji was not the
only Subednr of the Marathg fleet and his jurisdic-
bion was in all probability confined {o Kolaba and the
norkhern regions of the Konkan,  In any case he
wias o position to assert his authorily over the
Commaidant of Padmadurg.

Aboub December, 1698, we learn from a letter
[rom Bomboy lo Surat, dated the 20th January,
1698-99,* that ** the Sevajees of Podundroog Castle
neare Danda Rapore (sic.) seized upon two salt ves-
sclles belonging to this Island, tooke the Banyans
and olthers thal were on board, imprisoned and most
miserably beate them, saying they cared not for the
English or any clee.” The poor Banias were daily
belaboured and a ransom of 20,000 rupees were
demanded of them. TUnable lo bear the daily
punishment, they cxecuted an agreement to pay the
ransom provided they were permitted to repair to
Bombay. Six men from Padmadurg accompanied
their captives to receive the promised sum, while
two of the prisoners were left hehind as hostages for
the good [aith of their friends and companions.
The British authorities at Bombay promptly put the
Padmadurg emissavies under arrest and demanded
the release of the poor Banias. But this had little

1 Ban, Studies in Indian History, pp. 58-84.
1F. R., Bombay, Vol. 15, pp. 42-49.
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effect and Chimnaji Avji (Chunnagee Augee),
Havaldar of Khanderi, replied that his colleague of
Padmadurg " will not obey his orders.”” Then it
was resolved ‘' fo stop all the salt boats that were
bound for the Sevajec’s country il we have received
a [ull assurance [rom the several subedars that the
lilke abusecs should not be done lo our prople for the
future."® This embargo on the salt boais had the
desired effect and in the consullalion at Bombay
Castle, Gth February, 1698-99, ** The Subedar of
Conagy Angra laving wrote the Depuly Governor
for leave [or the salt boats to come to his country,
promising that he would get the 2 men that were
imprisoned by Padamdrooke releast, and that [for
the future none of our mhabitants should he abused,
we permitted the salt vessell to goe.”® This is the
first reference by name to Kanhoji, so far as T am
aware, in the English records or in any other con-
temporary record.

The amity between Kanhoji and the Fnglish
did not apparenily endure long. Tn March, 1700-1,
the Siddi laid siege to IKhanderi and Kolaba,
and Bombay found itself bétween the Devil and the
deep sea. The 8iddi falsely complained that
Bombay supplied the ** Sevajees ' with ammunition
“* and because they does (sic.) not supply them the
Bevajees take all vessells belonging to the island that
they can master, and by a greal number of their
boats hovering abont the island seem to threaten
some mischief to it."’* The Siddi was badly beaten

1¥, R., Bombay, Vol. 5, pp. 84, 2nd set
1T, R, Bombay, Vel. 5, p. 8, 2nd set.
20, 0., Val, 58, Parl £, No. T508.
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and compelled to raise the siege of Kolaba and the
"' Bevajees " were again free to turn their atiention
elsewliere.  Bombuy had only two small Manchuas
for its defence.  In 1703 the * Sevajee galvefls,”
presuably belonging to Kanhoji's squadron, were
worrying the fishermen of Worleer In the same
yoenr the Sural merehants wrole 1o their superiors at
home, ** "Tis reported thab the Sevajees who are
grown very insolent sinee the loss of your Llonours
stall eraft at Dombay have taken a Dulch ship.’™
In" September of thad year the English retaliated
when u ghurab belonging to one of Kanhoji’s men
visiledl  Dombany.  In the consultation held at
Bombay Castle, [3th Septewber, 1708, we read,
" Yesterday in the evening ewe into this harbour
o grab under Sevajee eolours, heing come [rom
Aden, which (on examination) proving o have no
pass hul Lo belong o a plaee ealled Girga, near
Rajapore, under the Governinent of Conajee Angria,
and the suid Conajee Angria and his people liaving
at sundry fimes committed many injurions and
piratical actions on the inhabitants of this Island.
In considerntion thereol as likewise of the orders
lately received [rom the General and Conneil ad
Surat coneerning them, 'twas agreed and rezolved to
embargo and detain here said vessell, cargo and
people til we shall receive their orders concerning
them.'”* The English were to rue fhis action be-
fore long. In November, mext year, information
arrived from a coast-guard that ** Conjee Angra, a

17, Tt., Bambay, Vol &, p. 9, 8Brd set,
10. 0., Vol. 63, No. 8668,
1F. R., Bombay, Vol. 6, pp. 11-1%, Srd aet,
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Savajee pirate, independant on that Raja, came into
the Bay the 22nd instant with seaven galvetts and
anchored with his groab at Pen Rivers mouth, six
of them gocing in out of her sight, but Conjee Angra
road there till yesterday morning the 23d.""  Reler-
ence is made to n treaty between Sir Johm Gayer
and Kanhoji Angria by which the latier had under-
taken not to molest Bombay ships. The text of
this treaty has nol been traced as yet hut Tanhaji
had apparently serions grievances, Bombay was in
a sorry plight. The island van the risk of heing
starved and Mr. Willinm Reynolds was depuled {o
wait on Kanhoji ** wherever he might he found '
" acquainting said chicl' robber his being sent 1o
him by the English Generall of Tndia, civilly telling
him in words neither more or less that he canl he
permitted searching, molesting or seizing any
boates, groabs or other vessells, {from what port,
harbour, place of what nation soever they may he,
bringing provisions, timber or merchandize 10 Tom-
bay, Mahim or other places from whenee thay came,
without breach of that friendship the English nation
has always had with Raja Savajee and all his Cap-
tains in subordinalion to him.”” Reynolds was at
the same time instructed ‘‘not upon any acconnt, by
word or otherwise, {o threaten or insinuale any de-
signe of hostility against him.""* Tt is diffieult to
understand why the English appealed to the friend-
ship of the Raja and his aunthority while describing
Kanhoji as a rebel and independent of ‘‘ Raja
Savajee.”’ Kanhoji's reply was quile frank and

L Bombay Public Proceedings, Veol. 8, pp. 18, 17, 41,
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unambiguous.  His message ran as follows:
“ The Havajees lad done many services for
the English that never kept their word with
him; they bad peace with the Portugueze and
every one of their portes free 1o ihem; was
known thoy lad held out ware with ihe Mogull
lorly years, lived now by their sword and
would seize what boales or other vessell belonging
either to ihe Mogulls vessells [rom any of his forts
ot Mallabarr, excepting such as had Conjee Angras
passports; the Foglish being ol liberly acting  as
they please.’” The Maratha admiral felt that he
was the sovercign of the sea and deeided 1o assert his
anthority in o manner not likely to be ignored.

The toll of English loss was quite heavy, as we
learn from a letler fromm Surnt to the Company,
dated Teh Mareh, 1706-07.  ** Yonr Hononrg will T
presume, froon Bombay have a partieular acconnt of
the growth of ihe Sevajee Canajee Angra, there ill
and near neighbour. He hath latlely taken a ship
belonging to Mr. Mildmay and yonr Honours broker
at Carwarr, a ship of Mr. Bouchers of about 200
tons, per cargo amounting to 70,000 rupees, the
Diamond of Madras earrying 12 guns and twenty-six
Turopeans, her cargo worth near two lakh of rupees,
one of the Tslands manehuas, another ship of about
fwo hundred tons, to whose helonging T don't yet
hear, and a’ Dutech Hoigh man'd with about 26
Dutchmen, besides sundry other small vessels.''?

Negotiations had indeed been opened for amica-
ble settlement hetween Kanhoji and the Bombay

1 Bombny Puoblic Prossedings, Vol. 8, p. 80.
310, 0., Vol. 63, No. BAl4.
215388
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authorities, on whose initiative it cannot be ascer-
tained, but letters were exchanged, and il appears
that IXanhoji denied his responsibility for some of
the. captures, and ollered to restore a uttan ship
belonging fo one Sumjee DBeanselos  (Shamji
Bhonsla) of which he had made g prize, ** provided
articles of friendship wre agreed upon with e
Rena.’”? The * Rana " iz evidently Rani Tara Bai,
the regent for the minor Marabha Raju, but nothing
seems to have come oub of these negolintions, In
February, 1706-07, Kanhoji eaptured the Company '«
Manchua cruising ofl the Mahim river.® In 1710
he made a prize of a Dufch sloop® and two years
later he openly altacked the Portuguese fleet eon-
voyed by Tmiz da Costa and captured the Governor
of Bombay's armed yacht and the dnne of Karwar,

Henceforth we are on surer grounds, though
there is a brief lacuna here and there, e.g., in 1721,
The records arc copious, the facts are well lmown and
the sequence of events clear and infelligible. We
no longer grope in the dark and base our conclusions
on stray information. The English and the Porlu-
guese records corroborate each other and offer a surer
guide. The foreign sources are more lruitful than
the indigenous, but until recently they did not re-
ceive the attention they descrve. The Portuguecse
papers have not yet been thoroughly sified and
studied, the Dutch sources still remain unexplored
and the French records have only been superficially

1 Bambay Public Procecdings, Vol 2.
3 Bombay Publis Proceedings, Vol @, pp. 11516,
¥ Ben, Military System of the Marathes, p. 104,
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examined. When this is done we may expect a
most illuminating history of the Maratha navy, and,
then and then alone shall we be in a position to esti-
male properly Kanhoji Angria’s services to his king
and country.



THE KHANDERL EXPEDITION OF
CHARLES BOONE

El

A daring sailor was Kanhoji Angria. Ili:j
prowess brought him eternal fume and  wndold
wealth. Master of the Konkan littoral, lord of the
neighbouring waters, he defied the country powers
and challenped the wight ol the merchant nations
of the West.  The Siddis and the Savants, his
immediate neighbours, fell the weight of his arms
the English, the Dutch and the Portuguese lound
the Arabian Sea unsafe [or their merchant-men
while Kanhoji's flect rode there. In 1713 the
English concluded a trealy with the Maratha chief,
and the outstanding dillerences were setiled appar-
ently for good and to the satisfaction of the con-
bracting powers, But lasting peace is not possible
where conflict of interests exists, and hoth the
partics were sullenly biding their time. Hosbilities
were renewed when Charles Boone (1716-1720), a
masterful man, took charge ol the Governmeni of
Bombay. Kanhoji held thal the couniry boate
freighted by the Bombay merchants were not
covered by the agreement of 1713, and formed good
prizes go long as they were unprovided with his
passes. Boone strongly profested, and when pro-
tests proved of no avail he decided to relaliate in
kind.! Thus began the war which lasted till 1756

1Por o detmled discnssion soe Bon, Mulitary Spstem of the Mars-
thas, pp 186-202  (For o reshslbio descuplion of Ennhoji's oxploits soo
Douglas, Bombay and |bestern Indie, T, I, pp, 118, 115-16).
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without any interval, and ended with the capitula-
tion of Gheria.

The first important episode in this stubborn
eontest wus  Charles Doone’s oxpedition  against
Khanderi or Kenery, o smnll island  which com-
mands to w eerlain extent the harbour of Bombay.
The islind wag oceupied by @ Maratha foree in 1679
deapite [nglish opposition, and though ihe hastily
improvised ranpart of dirt and stone was fiercely
bombarded by the Knglish and their Abyssinian
allies, the defenders doggedly held on.  The English
found their resources hopelessly inadequate for a
prolonged war and the Marathas were lelt in posses-
gion of their much-valued prize. In 1718, Kenery
was transferred {0 Kanhoji’s care by his grateful
sovercign,! and when war broke out Boone natural-
ly tried to chase the enciny ofl his doorsieps.

The first published account of this expedition
ig from the pen of Clement Downing, an Hnglish
sailor, who possibly took part in (he assault, Bub
aceuracy was nob his  forle, Downing's memory
was nol as slrong as he believed, and as he kept no
notes, conlusion of men, events and dates neces-
sarily marred his narrative.  Colonel  John
Biddulph consulled ihe contemporary records, buf
he did not hesitate to borrow frecly from Down-
ing's History whenever he found the defails likely
lo prove interesting. A very brief outline has been
given in 8ir William Fosler’'s infroduction to
Downing, where many of the adventurous sailor’s

1 Biddulph (Malabar Pirates, p. 123) is wrong in soggesiing thet
this hoppened in 1710, Seo Sen, Military System of the Marathas,
p. 1080, Tosler, Downing's History of the Indian Wars, p. XIL.
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misstatements were for the first time corrccled. A
detailed account of the Khanderi expedition may
not therefore be absolulely without interest.
Luckily a day-to-day record of the operations is still
available, the authenticily of which is fairly unim-
peachable. Governor Boone himsell ussumed the
chief command of the land and marine forees -
ployed on the expedilion, and he hoisted his fag
on the Addison, then commanded by Richard
Gosfright.' The log of the Addison® gives a detailed
account of the manocuvring, canuonading, and
assault in which the British flect was engnged, and
finally ite discomffure,

The fleet and force commanded by Boone were
in number quite formidable from the Indian stand-
ard of those days. On the 1st November, 1718, the
Addison weighed anchor at 2 in the afternoon “‘in
company with the Darimouth, Captain Carter, the
Victoria, the Revenge and Defiance grabbs, ihe
Fame gully, the Hawlre kelch, 2 Bomb kelches and
48 gallivats."” On the 8rd November, the hombard-
ment of the island began in right earncst. The
Fame left for Chaul with six gallivais, bui the
" Bomb began to play '’ at 8 a.m. and ** continued
till 8."" The ghurabs fired [rom day-light 1ill ten
and were answered by the enemy. Angria’s men
could bring only 3 guns into action, and they did
no execution. But it is difficult to accept Col.
Biddulph's assertion that the British men-of-war

! Fostar, op. cit,, p. 8, Footnote, Not Oapt. Hicks who died on
the Tth Septembar, 1718,
1 Indis Offies Mo, 7084,
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failed to make any impression on the garrison, be-
cause " the distunce was so great that nothing was
allected bul waste of ammunition.”* The log of
the Addison positively stutes thal the ghurabs
(grablw) Vietorin, Recenge and  Defiunce " were
ordercd o goe within gunn shot of the 8°, most
part of the island und their ancher.”  And this they
apparently did hefore, not alter, as Col. Biddulph
thinks, the canmonading commenced.  The Darl-
motlh also ran elose to the island, fived a broadside
and some of the military officers went round with a
pilot to find n suilable landing place. At lwo in
the allernoon Kanhoji's fleet enme into evidence.
What their objeclive was it is not possible to sur-
mise. IFrom the beginning Boone had taken ecare
to ent ofl all supply of men and munitions [rom the
mainland and it is not unlikely that Angrin's galli-
vats made an allempl {o ve-open communication
with Kolabu, Kanhoji's headquarters on the opposite
shores. Bul the Vieloria, the Revenge and the
Hawlke (keteh) hegan a ehase whieh had to he aban-
doned at 4 when fourteen of the enemy gallivats
were pereeived., The keteh continued to ply her
shells all night and early in the morning (4th
Nov.). DBombardeer Mule was accidentally hurt.
It was then decided to land two assaulting
parties under cover of fire from the ghurabs. The
grenadiers and the marines held themselves ready
as early as 4 in the morning to land on the eastern
shores of the island while a party of 558 Sepoys
under the command ol Captain John Miles was to

| Malabar Pirates, p. 128,



16 EHANDERI EXPEDITION OF (ITARLES BOONE

land on the opposite side. The Fame returned from
Chaul with the attending gallivats at 2 in the after-
noon and weni in the evening with the Vieloria nd
the Revenge to the eastward of the island, The De-
fiance was posted to the 8.E. and the Fawke 1o the
N.W. of Kenery. ** The Vessells ennnannded  the
island very holt, Iykewise the Island them, they
having about 12 gunns on that side the Tsland,”" as
we learn from the log of the Addisen. The grona-
diers and the marines were Jauded but the Sepoys
eould not be made to fullow {heir example. Tntimi-
dation was tried and severnl of them were illed and
wonnded ** but all to no purpose.”’

On the sixth! the Morriee joined the fleet and al
noon three hundred grenadiers and marvines wade
two attacks Imt they were heaten off ** more by the
force of stones hove from the rocks than fier armes, "’
Kanhoji’s men signalled this sueeess by hoisting a
red flag which appears o have been the Angrian
ensign. The British ghurabs were badly hatlered
and had to leave their previons position to attend to
their leaks.

On the Tth the ghurabs opened a hrisk five at 6
in the morning which was answered by the
islanders with equal vigour. A small party of
marines succeeded in landing in spite of n strong

1 Buddunlph is wrong i saymy that the fth was ocenpied in mal-
ing preparations for amother allack (Malabar Pirales, p. 124). The
log of the Addison menlions the above-montioned operations, The
casunliies ware—'* ldiled : while 8, black 16; wounded : white 20,
blsak 80." Also ses Foster, op. cil., p. XIV. Buddulph was npparantly
misled by C. Dowmng.
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current. They ran directly to the gates and had
nhnost cub them open' but as their efforts were
not adequately supported they had to fall baclk,
“ the enemy at the same time playing very hott
with putheridge (pariridge) small armes and conti-
nually beaving stones.”  All atlempt to land the
Sepoys proved lutilo as on the 5th. The casualty
was rather heavy and the ghurabs sulfered gricvons-
ly, ** the Revenge having received several shott
beiween wind and water.' On the 8th a couneil
of war was held and ** agreed to goe down to
Calube with the grabbs and gallivats leaving only the
Defiance and 4 gallivals hetween the Island and the
Muin."’

Thus ended an expedition designed to humble
the proud Maratha sea-lord and {o demonstrate the
might of Tritain in 1he eastern seas. The reason
wits obvions,  Civilinns seldom make good mili-
tary leaders, and Doone was no soldier. The Bri-
tish foree consisled mainly of raw recruits, and
their morale had bheen badly impaired by the failure
of the Karwar expedition ol the previous year. As
(‘olonel Biddulph observes, ** Tt was ihe old story,
repeated so often on these aceasions ; a badly planned
attnek carried out hall-heartedly by undisciplined
men, under one or two resolule leaders ; as soon as
the leaders were disabled, the rest retreated with
more or less loss.”

But contemporary feeling was not so easily
appeased. The Bombay authorities sought a

1 Downing says that Joln Steele, Corpenter’s Mate of tha Mor-
rice, " bad cut the Bar which went across the outer part of the Gale
almost asunder.'

810288
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scape-goat, and found one in Ramaji Kamathi, an
opulent Brahman resident of Bowmbay. Tle was
aceused of carrying on a treasonable correspondenes
with Angrin. Though there was hardly any evi-
denee to suppmt this charge, the unfortunute [Tindu
was condernned o life-long imprisonment, amd lis
property was confiseated.

Clement Downing attrilbuled Tioone's failure Lo
the treachery of a Portugnese renegade.  According
to him Manoel de Castro, a deserfer from Kanhoji's
service, elnimed an intimale knowledge of Angria’s
ports and was appointed admiral of the [ritish
squadron by Governor Boone nolwilhstanding the
protests of the officers who knew him belter, This
story has heen accepted in tolo by Colonel Diddulple,
thongh ** mo teaee of this appointment  has  been
found in the Consullations.” Biddulph repeats
Downing's slory,—that, ** Manoel de Costro, with
his squadron of gallivats, had heen ovdered o lie
ofl the mouth of the harbour and provent reinforee-
ments reaching Kennery. Nolwithslanding  he
allowed five of Angria’s gallivals 1o slip in ammu-
nition and provisions for the Tesieged, of  whicl
they were believed to stand mueh in need.”® WNo
reference o this incident is made in the log of 1he
Addison where we read that while the glimrahs with-
drew (6th November) to atlend to their damages,
“Captain John Miles lay all night with 6 gallivats
between Hanary and Cannary {o prevent any supply
coming from the Main.”" There was nol a hreath
of suspicion against Miles who was employed on

1 Foster, op. cit., p. 35
? Malabar Pirates, p. 124,
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diplomatic wissions o Kanhoji's headquarters on
more than one oeeasion.  Clement Downing never
missed an opportunity ol harping upon the prevail-
ing ill-feeling - between  the Portnguese and  the
Fonglish in Indin, and the story of Manoel de Castro
mighl have been invented {o add o point to his
fvonrile theme, T i improbable, on the Tace of
ity thal DBoone shonld appoint a complete stranger
whose anlecrdents were more than sluddy to an oflice
ol sueh responsibility as that of the Admiral of the
leet when he assimed v person the chief com-
mand of the expedition on the sueeess of which he
had doubtless sel his heart. Ramaji Kamalhi suf-
fered in his person and property and Mancel de
Castro in his repulation beeause romehody in high
position had commitied a blunder, while Kanhoji
went merrily on with his marine projects. Such,
indeed, ig the ivony of fale!



A MAN OI' MYSTERY : APAJT ANGRIA

A veriluble man of mystery was Apaji, son of
IKanhoji Angria, lord of Koluba, chiel admirval of Ghe
Maratha fighting fleet and " scourge of the western
consh.””  Two of his letters addressed to Bralnoen-
dra Swami, the holy man of Dhavdashi, are sbill
extunt. ITc was specifieally mentioned by name
in a letler addressed o the Peshwa carly in 1748.°
He joined the Mudagarh cxpedition and fought
against his brother Tulaji. Yet we know next o
nothing about him., The saint of Dhavdaghi was
nol likely to take the trouble of addressing Apuji
ahout grants of rent-free lands unless he was in o
position to confirm them. He would not be recom-
mended to the Peshwa as a fit person for 1Tis High-
ness's patronage had he been o mere man of straw.
Apparently he pluyed a part, however insignificant,
in the complicated history of lis times; bul strange-
ly enough, his name finds no place in the official ae-
count of the Angria family submitted lo the land
alienation commissioner,® and we seek in vain [for
any reference fo Apaji in the chronicle of the Angrins
(Hakikat), ascribed to Dabir,® a family servant.
How can we explain this anomaly? How could a
son of Kanhoji, who made a bid [or power against

1 Parasnis, Brakmendre Swami, pp. 207-208,

¥ 8elecliony from the Peshwas Daftar, Vel. 24, p. 10,

3 Kaifiyals Yadiz, ele., pp. 1-20.

i Angre yomehi Hokikal in Parsanis's Itiias Sangraha,
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so formidable a rival as Tulaji, be entirely forgotten
by the posterity ?

Kanhoji was o much married man and he left
i nurerons progeny.  Six of his sons, born in and
out of wedlock, are known by nwe.  Relerence s
midle in Dabir's Hakilkal to Sekhoji, Sambhaji,
Munnji, Talaji and  Dhondji, while e official
Fumily history asserts that by his fivst wile Kanhoji
had two sons, Sekhoji and Sanbhaji, his sceond wife
bore him bwo  others, Muonaji and Tulaji; Yesaji,
Dhondji and others were his natural sons.! Was
Apuji one of those others whose numes were either
lorgotten or deemed unworthy of mention when the
official history was compiled? Or should we identi-
fy Apaji with one of the six Angria brothers men-
tioned above? The problem has engaged the
attention of Maratha historians [or sometfime past,
bub I prefer to leave it alone for the present.
Sullice it to say that Rajwade tried to identify Apaji
with Manaji, while Sordesai makes a tentative sng-
gestion that Yesaji and Apaji were probably identical
persons. 16 may be added bere that according  to
the officinl history, I{anhoji's natural sons including
Yesaji and Dhondji had originally been attached to
Manaji at Kolaba, but Dhondji and Yesaji joined in
a conspiraey against Manaji which ended in a failure.
As a consequence the disloyal brothers were thrown
into prison and Yesaji was deprived of his sight.
Subsequently, however, the blind man succecded in
effecting his escape. He sought asylum with the
Portugnese of Chaul (Revdanda) where he was

L Kaifiyats Yadis, pp. 4-6.
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joined by his wife and children.! Yesaji's son Babu
Rao, more fortunate than bis lather, usurped the
prineipality of Kolaba with the support of Sindhia
alter the death of Manaji's sun Raghuji.

Maratin clwonieles, therelore, oller no elue us lo
Apaji's identity and throw no light on his lile and
exploits. Luckily he was not equally ignored by con-
femaporary Portugnese writers, and o hriel aceounb
of Apaji, pullished at Lishon as carly as 1750, way
be reproduced  heve Tor what it is worth,  The
author, Jose reive Monteroyo Masearenhas, treated
of Indian allairs in his Kpanaphaora Indica, the first
part of which appeared in L7 16, the second and third
parts followed in 1717, the Tourth saw the light next
year (1748), the fifth in L750 and the sixth part was
published two years luter in 1752, This interesting
work might have been eomtinued  farther, lor
Mascarenhas proposed o give an aceount of  what
happened in Imdin  during  the vieeroyalty of the
Marquis of Castello Novo, who did nol vacale oflice
ll 1760, but the subsequent parls of the Hpana-
phora, il ever published, have not been preserved.

According to Masearenhas,® Kanlioji had (wo
wives, of whom the livst was Sekhoji and Sambhinji's
mother, while the second bore Apaji and another son
who remains nameless, According o the Hindu
law Apaji should have succeeded his elder brother
Sambhaji in the principalities ol Kolaba and Cheria,
but he was robbed of his patrimony by two hastards,
Tulaji and Manaji. When Shahu econcluded a

1 Kaiffyats Yadiz, p. 7.
3For the ontire narrative sec Epanaphors Indica, Park V,

pp. 95-40.
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breaty of purfition with his consin, Sambhaji of
Kolhapur, the overlordship of a pari of the Angrian
prineipalily was assigned to the latler. But Tulaji
refused 1o acknowledge his vighis and deelined  to
pay him fributes.  Sambhaji, wnable {0 enforce his
claims, proposed an allinnee with the Portnguese
Vieeray againsd Tulaji, hut the Porluguese Govern-
ment were not i a position lo aeeept lis offer at
Lthat moment.  Iailing {0 seeure their co-operation,
Sumbhaji twmed to Shabu, who advised him to
make o common eause with Apaji. It was scitled
nl the time that Sambhaji should wage war against
Tulaji by land jointly with Apaji Angrin and the
Savant of Wari, while the Portougnese should be
indueed to nndevtake a naval expedition agninst
Gherin.  Not eomtent  with  formnulating  this
seheme, Shahu eomimissioned Do Antonin José
TMenvignes, {he Torineuese agenl al Satara, to pro-
coed 1o Gon and persuade the Vieeroy to participate
in the projeet. Tt the serviees of the Portugunese
fleet were urgently needed elzewhere as it was neces-
sary 1o convoy the merchant fleet from the south and
{he norih, and the Vieeroy politely exensed himself.
Tulaji, however, realised the gravity of his situation
and decided to remove Apaji by means fair or foul.
Some of his trusty followers pretended to desert
Tulaji on some snitable prelexts and weve readily
weleomed by Apaji. They availed themselves of the
earliest opportunity of executing their fell design.
The murder of Apaji naturally incensed Shahu and
he ineited the chief of Wari {o fight Tulaji. The
onnpaign, however, ended in Angrin's favonr.
Shahu then summoned Tulaji to Satara,  Tulaji
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paid a visit to the royal court where a judicious dis-
tribution of presents procured him an unqgualified
pardon, alter which he salely returned to his head
nuarters at Gheria.

Such, in short, is the aceount of Apaji Angria,
his elaims 1o Kanhoji's fiel, his association with the
Chhatrapati of Kolbapur, and his teagie ead which
Masearenhag inserted in his nareative of  Indian
events in 1T48.  The story is not so fantastic ag it
may appear ab first sipht.  Aeeording to the family
history, Tolaji and Manaji were their [abher's logiti-
mate isane but, ns Me. Savdesai has obsevved,  1he
legitimaey of Tulaji and lis hrothers must remain
an open question.' The offieial history of {he
family is by no meants infallible, for i errs aboul
the date of Kanhoji's death.? Mr. . . Gode of
the Bhandarkar Rescarch Tnstitute has recently pub-
lished a paper on the Mudagarh expedition in which
his ancestor played o prominent part.y Tn (hat
enterprise Apaji co-operated with the Pania Amadyn
of Bavada and the Savant of Wari.  The Panta
Amatyn was onc of the principnl ministers of
Samhhaji of Kolhapur, and if Dabir's chroniele is to
be believed, he had some sorl ol claim to Ralnagiri,
one of the principal naval siations of Tulaji, with
which the latler refused to part.t The Marquis of
Castello Novo, hetter known as the Marquis of
Alorna, admits that Sambhaji had about 1748 pro-

1 Bardessr, Maraihi Riyarad, Madhya Wibhag, Vol, I, p- 205,

3 Kayfipats, p. 6, says thnt Kanho)i died in 1731 wherens he
passcd away on 20lh Jone, 1720 Bee 8en, Miluary System of the
Marathar, p. 212,

8 Bombay Universily Journal, Vol, ¥, parl IV, pp. 31-54.

4 Angre Yonchi Hokiket, p, 11
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posed an alliance with him against Tulaji and he
ulso refers o the ** recent reduction of Masura *"
by the Savani. Reference has been made to the
reduction of Tulaji's stronghold of Mudagarh by the
joint efforts of Apaji, the Savant of Wari, Bhagavant
Rao Amatyn (of Bavda) and the Pralinidhi of
Vishalgarh, In a leiter, addressed to the Peshwa
carly in 1748, the wriler nrges Apaji's claim to the
Peshwa's support and also refers to Tulaji's intend-
ed visit to the royal court.® So far, Mascarenhas'
narrative is substantinlly corroborated by independ-
ent evidence and the story of Apaji's murder may
not be unfounded, for the Portuguese writer seems
to have been uncommonly. well-versed in Maratha
affairs.

As to Apaji's identity, Mascarenhas offers but
a negative elne.  As he mentions Sckhoji, S8ambhaji,
Tulnji and Manaji hesides  Apaji, it follows that
Apaji cannob reasonably he identified with any one
of those four. That leaves two allernatives. Apaji
may cither he identified with Yesaji or Dhondji, or
lie may be one of those sons of Kanhoji who remain
nameless in all the chronieles, Marathi or {oreign,
eomlomporary or otherwise, hitherto available to us.
Dhondo-Appa, however, appears to be a more likely
name than Yesaji Appa.

1 8an, Studies in Indion History, pp. 218, 206
* % Gelactions from the Peshwa Daftar. Vol. 24, p. 18
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THE ANGRIAS AND THE DUTCH

Kanhoji Angria was not o corsair like Caplain
Kidd. He was the Lord Tigh Admual of the Ma-
ratha fighting fleet and rode the sea under his mas-
ter's flag, but to most Turopeans he was no hetler
than a common pirate, who seized cvery ship he
could, held the unfortunate snilors to ranson and
made them labour hard for o seanly subsistence
until they could sceure their freedom cither by flight
or by purehase. Yot he-derived his anthority from
the lawlully consbituted govermment ol his people,
and exercised, in the name ol his king, the sover-
eignty ol the sea in o manner sanctioned by the
ancient customs of the const. In this respeet his
conduet did not differ in any way lrom that of the
Portuguese, the English and the Duteh, and it is
interesting lo note that the trading nalions from
the west often brought charges ol pirney agningt
each other, b