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PREFACE

The papers reprinted in the present volume
deal with widely diverse topics, but the majority of
them can be grouped wnder two heads: (1) those
relating to the maritime activities of the warlike
people of Maharashira and (2) those relerring to the
peaceul provinee of Bengal, The only justification
[or republishing stray papers written at dilfcrent
times during the Iast ien years is ihat they are
mosily based on unpublished sources not easily
accessible to fhe average reader. Ii is a matier of
great satislnetion that one of the papers has Ffully
served its purpose. After long hesifation the
Government of Bengal have at Tast decided io pro-
vide for the preservation of the District records and
transfer them o the custody of the Caleutta Uni-
versiby.

T am greatly obliged to my friend Mr. Anil
Chandra Banerjee, M.A., for the keen interest he
has {aken in this publication. Ile read the proofs,
prepared the index, snpplied some notes and saw the
hook throngh the press. My thanks are also due fo
the anthorities of the Caleutia Universily for ngree-
ing 1o publish in these days of paper scarcity s book
that is not likely to prove a financial success.

ImPrRIAT, RECORD IDEPARTMENT, } 3 N S
New Delhi, 8rd January, 1941. T






THE EARLY CAREER OF KANHOJI
ANGRIA

Konhoji Angria occupies a unique position in
the history of bhis country. Tor four decades
a terror fo the maritime powers of the west-
ern coast, he led his sailors [rom vietory to
victory and raiscd the naval prestige of Maha-
rashira fo an unprecedented height. Yet we
know liitle or nothing about his carly career,
In daring and warlike qualities he attained such pre-
eminence  among  his  contermporaries  that the
Maratha chironiclers conld not possibly ignore him;
even when his deseendanis were called upon by the
Inam Commission to [urnish them with a brief
account of the great admiral’s maritime exploits the
traditional account of his life and career had not
altogether been [orpotten.  But every sindent of
Maratha history knows how little has been preserved
by public memory, and the official account devotes
only a few sentences to the siege of Suvarnadurg
which afforded the future admiral an opportunity of
giving evidence of that uncommon resourcefulness,
unflinehing resolution and undaunted courage which
earned him an everlasting renown. I is said that
while leading a forlorn cause he had actually been
captured by the Siddis, but prison walls were no
insuperable barrier fo him and before long he swam
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back to the beleaguered castle to lead his comrades
once again to a bold assault. It [urther adds that he
accompanied Rajaram to Jinji and he was not
appointed to the chiel command of the Maratha {lect
until his master's veturn to Mabarvashtra, This
cannot but be a bare ontline and the details are sadly
wanting. Tt is inconceivable that while the custo-
dian of the castle had deeided on capitulation  the
garrison should so readily respond o the call of an
inexperienced youngman who had yel to make his
name and [ame. It is, therelore, certain, il we
aceept the official account ol his early earcer, that
he must have distinguished himsell in minor en-
gagements before he could call upon the dispirited
delenders of Suvarnadurg to lollow hig lead, and the
incident look place, if this popular account is neeur-
ate, shorily before the demise of Sambhaji. Bul a
surmise, however logical, can hardly be as satis(ac-
tory as well-authenticated facts. The English and
Portuguese sources have proved more informative
about the Angrias than the Marathi rccords, but
neither the coniemporary correspondence of the
English Presidents, nor ihe official reporis of the
Portuguese Viceroys, nor the over credulons gossips
from the far west who visited India in those days,
throw any light on Kanhoji's early carecr. The
first reference to Kanhoji Angria, hitherto traced in
Portuguese papers, is about 1703. By that time he
had already atfained considerable fame, for in the
next letter he is addressed as ' Subedar da Armada
do Sivaji.”’ Mr, Sardesai is of opinion that
Kanhoji became chiel admiral of the Maratha fleet
after the death of Sidhoji Gujar, which event took
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place in 1607.* According to the family history the
appomntment took place after Rajaram’s return to
Maharashtra and Grant Dulf opines that the prince
arvived at Vishalgarh in December, 1697.% It is,
bherolore, ikely that Kauhoji became Subedar of the
Maratln Adrmned carly in 1698, and this surmise is
indirectly supported by g reference to Kanhoji in a
consultntion ot Bombay Castle on the 6ih February,
LGUE-bY,

Here we must retrace our steps and examine
the briel references to the activities ol the Shivaji
pirates, as the Maratha caplains were called by the
British merchants. Apparently Kanhoji's exploits
were also included among them, lor if seems that he
had nob yet achieved that eminence which was short-
ly to be his, In February, 1694-95, a letter from
Burat to DBombay reported that ** Ram Rajah’s
gallvels have been plundering at the river mouth,
have Laken a hoat of Mocho goods, computed worth
80,000 rupees; a bont with ballnst wo sent fo  the
William and Mary they seized, but finding nothing
but stones ihey beai the pour Tasears and fung their
sailes and rigging over board.”* On the 16th
Febroavy, 1695-96, the Emerald on her way [rom
Calicut to Bombay met some ‘' Savajee people
south-ward of Danda Rajapoor.”™* If we accept the
official siory that Kanhoji was with Rajaram ab
Jinji, he could not have anyihing to do with the
plunder of the small cralts near Surat or the cruising

1 Magraths Bwyasat, Vol. T, p. 636

 Vol, I, p. 368

% Factory Recoids, Bombay, Vol. 21, p 83.
+F, R., Bombay, Vol 28, p. 11, 2nd set,
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of the Maratha fleet off Danda-Rajapuri. A letter
{rom Bombay to the Company, dated the 22nd May,
1698, refers 1o o Maratha raid to the territories of the
Raja of Karwar, ‘' 22 Sevajees bonts that coame
into the river, landed 300 men within hall a mile of
the factory, which plundered what they eould linde
from his subjects and ollered no manner of allront 1o
any in your Honours jurisdiction.”’r Again a
letter fromm Bombay, dated the 10th April, 1699,
urges the necessity of ** small vessels [or convoyes ™
“* to encourage the irade of the island,” *‘ for the
Sevajecs and Singanians are now growne strongo
and impudent, so thai scarce any boals can pass to
and from the Island withont convoyes."* The
insecurity of the Bombay vessels may salely be
attributed to Kanhoji’s enterprise but it is nol quile
certain whether he inspired or led the Karwar ex-
pedition. For, apparently Kanloji's jurisdiclion did
not at this dafe cxtend to the southern squadron.
From a Portuguese letter, dated the 20ih April,
1702,% it appears that one Bhavanji Mohile com-
manded the Malwan fleet. It is not unlikely that he
belonged to the same famnily ns Achloji Mohile whose
delinquency ollered Kanhoji an opportunity of
coming to the front. Two other Porluguese lotlers,
written in 1705, go 1o prove that in ihai year a
squadron of the Maratha fleet was under the com-
mand of one ‘' Dauda Khan," who is variously
styled as *‘ Sarnobata '’ and ‘‘ SBubedar da Armada
do Sivagy.” From the text of one of these epistles

10, 0., Vol. B4, No, 6868,
10. 0., Vol. 85, No G842,
1 8en, Studies in Indion History, p. 47.
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it appears thai the jurisdietion of this officer extended
to Raluagiri und his men-of-war visited the port of
Kunarn where they lud occasion to befriend the
Portuguese.!

It will not, therefore, be unreusonable to con-
clude that from 1698 to 1706 Kanhoji was not the
only Subednr of the Marathg fleet and his jurisdic-
bion was in all probability confined {o Kolaba and the
norkhern regions of the Konkan,  In any case he
wias o position to assert his authorily over the
Commaidant of Padmadurg.

Aboub December, 1698, we learn from a letter
[rom Bomboy lo Surat, dated the 20th January,
1698-99,* that ** the Sevajees of Podundroog Castle
neare Danda Rapore (sic.) seized upon two salt ves-
sclles belonging to this Island, tooke the Banyans
and olthers thal were on board, imprisoned and most
miserably beate them, saying they cared not for the
English or any clee.” The poor Banias were daily
belaboured and a ransom of 20,000 rupees were
demanded of them. TUnable lo bear the daily
punishment, they cxecuted an agreement to pay the
ransom provided they were permitted to repair to
Bombay. Six men from Padmadurg accompanied
their captives to receive the promised sum, while
two of the prisoners were left hehind as hostages for
the good [aith of their friends and companions.
The British authorities at Bombay promptly put the
Padmadurg emissavies under arrest and demanded
the release of the poor Banias. But this had little

1 Ban, Studies in Indian History, pp. 58-84.
1F. R., Bombay, Vol. 15, pp. 42-49.



6 EARLY CAREER OF KANHOJI ANGRIA

effect and Chimnaji Avji (Chunnagee Augee),
Havaldar of Khanderi, replied that his colleague of
Padmadurg " will not obey his orders.”” Then it
was resolved ‘' fo stop all the salt boats that were
bound for the Sevajec’s country il we have received
a [ull assurance [rom the several subedars that the
lilke abusecs should not be done lo our prople for the
future."® This embargo on the salt boais had the
desired effect and in the consullalion at Bombay
Castle, Gth February, 1698-99, ** The Subedar of
Conagy Angra laving wrote the Depuly Governor
for leave [or the salt boats to come to his country,
promising that he would get the 2 men that were
imprisoned by Padamdrooke releast, and that [for
the future none of our mhabitants should he abused,
we permitted the salt vessell to goe.”® This is the
first reference by name to Kanhoji, so far as T am
aware, in the English records or in any other con-
temporary record.

The amity between Kanhoji and the Fnglish
did not apparenily endure long. Tn March, 1700-1,
the Siddi laid siege to IKhanderi and Kolaba,
and Bombay found itself bétween the Devil and the
deep sea. The 8iddi falsely complained that
Bombay supplied the ** Sevajees ' with ammunition
“* and because they does (sic.) not supply them the
Bevajees take all vessells belonging to the island that
they can master, and by a greal number of their
boats hovering abont the island seem to threaten
some mischief to it."’* The Siddi was badly beaten

1¥, R., Bombay, Vol. 5, pp. 84, 2nd set
1T, R, Bombay, Vel. 5, p. 8, 2nd set.
20, 0., Val, 58, Parl £, No. T508.
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and compelled to raise the siege of Kolaba and the
"' Bevajees " were again free to turn their atiention
elsewliere.  Bombuy had only two small Manchuas
for its defence.  In 1703 the * Sevajee galvefls,”
presuably belonging to Kanhoji's squadron, were
worrying the fishermen of Worleer In the same
yoenr the Sural merehants wrole 1o their superiors at
home, ** "Tis reported thab the Sevajees who are
grown very insolent sinee the loss of your Llonours
stall eraft at Dombay have taken a Dulch ship.’™
In" September of thad year the English retaliated
when u ghurab belonging to one of Kanhoji’s men
visiledl  Dombany.  In the consultation held at
Bombay Castle, [3th Septewber, 1708, we read,
" Yesterday in the evening ewe into this harbour
o grab under Sevajee eolours, heing come [rom
Aden, which (on examination) proving o have no
pass hul Lo belong o a plaee ealled Girga, near
Rajapore, under the Governinent of Conajee Angria,
and the suid Conajee Angria and his people liaving
at sundry fimes committed many injurions and
piratical actions on the inhabitants of this Island.
In considerntion thereol as likewise of the orders
lately received [rom the General and Conneil ad
Surat coneerning them, 'twas agreed and rezolved to
embargo and detain here said vessell, cargo and
people til we shall receive their orders concerning
them.'”* The English were to rue fhis action be-
fore long. In November, mext year, information
arrived from a coast-guard that ** Conjee Angra, a

17, Tt., Bambay, Vol &, p. 9, 8Brd set,
10. 0., Vol. 63, No. 8668,
1F. R., Bombay, Vol. 6, pp. 11-1%, Srd aet,
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Savajee pirate, independant on that Raja, came into
the Bay the 22nd instant with seaven galvetts and
anchored with his groab at Pen Rivers mouth, six
of them gocing in out of her sight, but Conjee Angra
road there till yesterday morning the 23d.""  Reler-
ence is made to n treaty between Sir Johm Gayer
and Kanhoji Angria by which the latier had under-
taken not to molest Bombay ships. The text of
this treaty has nol been traced as yet hut Tanhaji
had apparently serions grievances, Bombay was in
a sorry plight. The island van the risk of heing
starved and Mr. Willinm Reynolds was depuled {o
wait on Kanhoji ** wherever he might he found '
" acquainting said chicl' robber his being sent 1o
him by the English Generall of Tndia, civilly telling
him in words neither more or less that he canl he
permitted searching, molesting or seizing any
boates, groabs or other vessells, {from what port,
harbour, place of what nation soever they may he,
bringing provisions, timber or merchandize 10 Tom-
bay, Mahim or other places from whenee thay came,
without breach of that friendship the English nation
has always had with Raja Savajee and all his Cap-
tains in subordinalion to him.”” Reynolds was at
the same time instructed ‘‘not upon any acconnt, by
word or otherwise, {o threaten or insinuale any de-
signe of hostility against him.""* Tt is diffieult to
understand why the English appealed to the friend-
ship of the Raja and his aunthority while describing
Kanhoji as a rebel and independent of ‘‘ Raja
Savajee.”’ Kanhoji's reply was quile frank and

L Bombay Public Proceedings, Veol. 8, pp. 18, 17, 41,
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unambiguous.  His message ran as follows:
“ The Havajees lad done many services for
the English that never kept their word with
him; they bad peace with the Portugueze and
every one of their portes free 1o ihem; was
known thoy lad held out ware with ihe Mogull
lorly years, lived now by their sword and
would seize what boales or other vessell belonging
either to ihe Mogulls vessells [rom any of his forts
ot Mallabarr, excepting such as had Conjee Angras
passports; the Foglish being ol liberly acting  as
they please.’” The Maratha admiral felt that he
was the sovercign of the sea and deeided 1o assert his
anthority in o manner not likely to be ignored.

The toll of English loss was quite heavy, as we
learn from a letler fromm Surnt to the Company,
dated Teh Mareh, 1706-07.  ** Yonr Hononrg will T
presume, froon Bombay have a partieular acconnt of
the growth of ihe Sevajee Canajee Angra, there ill
and near neighbour. He hath latlely taken a ship
belonging to Mr. Mildmay and yonr Honours broker
at Carwarr, a ship of Mr. Bouchers of about 200
tons, per cargo amounting to 70,000 rupees, the
Diamond of Madras earrying 12 guns and twenty-six
Turopeans, her cargo worth near two lakh of rupees,
one of the Tslands manehuas, another ship of about
fwo hundred tons, to whose helonging T don't yet
hear, and a’ Dutech Hoigh man'd with about 26
Dutchmen, besides sundry other small vessels.''?

Negotiations had indeed been opened for amica-
ble settlement hetween Kanhoji and the Bombay

1 Bombny Puoblic Prossedings, Vol. 8, p. 80.
310, 0., Vol. 63, No. BAl4.
215388
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authorities, on whose initiative it cannot be ascer-
tained, but letters were exchanged, and il appears
that IXanhoji denied his responsibility for some of
the. captures, and ollered to restore a uttan ship
belonging fo one Sumjee DBeanselos  (Shamji
Bhonsla) of which he had made g prize, ** provided
articles of friendship wre agreed upon with e
Rena.’”? The * Rana " iz evidently Rani Tara Bai,
the regent for the minor Marabha Raju, but nothing
seems to have come oub of these negolintions, In
February, 1706-07, Kanhoji eaptured the Company '«
Manchua cruising ofl the Mahim river.® In 1710
he made a prize of a Dufch sloop® and two years
later he openly altacked the Portuguese fleet eon-
voyed by Tmiz da Costa and captured the Governor
of Bombay's armed yacht and the dnne of Karwar,

Henceforth we are on surer grounds, though
there is a brief lacuna here and there, e.g., in 1721,
The records arc copious, the facts are well lmown and
the sequence of events clear and infelligible. We
no longer grope in the dark and base our conclusions
on stray information. The English and the Porlu-
guese records corroborate each other and offer a surer
guide. The foreign sources are more lruitful than
the indigenous, but until recently they did not re-
ceive the attention they descrve. The Portuguecse
papers have not yet been thoroughly sified and
studied, the Dutch sources still remain unexplored
and the French records have only been superficially

1 Bambay Public Procecdings, Vol 2.
3 Bombay Publis Proceedings, Vol @, pp. 11516,
¥ Ben, Military System of the Marathes, p. 104,
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examined. When this is done we may expect a
most illuminating history of the Maratha navy, and,
then and then alone shall we be in a position to esti-
male properly Kanhoji Angria’s services to his king
and country.



THE KHANDERL EXPEDITION OF
CHARLES BOONE

El

A daring sailor was Kanhoji Angria. Ili:j
prowess brought him eternal fume and  wndold
wealth. Master of the Konkan littoral, lord of the
neighbouring waters, he defied the country powers
and challenped the wight ol the merchant nations
of the West.  The Siddis and the Savants, his
immediate neighbours, fell the weight of his arms
the English, the Dutch and the Portuguese lound
the Arabian Sea unsafe [or their merchant-men
while Kanhoji's flect rode there. In 1713 the
English concluded a trealy with the Maratha chief,
and the outstanding dillerences were setiled appar-
ently for good and to the satisfaction of the con-
bracting powers, But lasting peace is not possible
where conflict of interests exists, and hoth the
partics were sullenly biding their time. Hosbilities
were renewed when Charles Boone (1716-1720), a
masterful man, took charge ol the Governmeni of
Bombay. Kanhoji held thal the couniry boate
freighted by the Bombay merchants were not
covered by the agreement of 1713, and formed good
prizes go long as they were unprovided with his
passes. Boone strongly profested, and when pro-
tests proved of no avail he decided to relaliate in
kind.! Thus began the war which lasted till 1756

1Por o detmled discnssion soe Bon, Mulitary Spstem of the Mars-
thas, pp 186-202  (For o reshslbio descuplion of Ennhoji's oxploits soo
Douglas, Bombay and |bestern Indie, T, I, pp, 118, 115-16).
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without any interval, and ended with the capitula-
tion of Gheria.

The first important episode in this stubborn
eontest wus  Charles Doone’s oxpedition  against
Khanderi or Kenery, o smnll island  which com-
mands to w eerlain extent the harbour of Bombay.
The islind wag oceupied by @ Maratha foree in 1679
deapite [nglish opposition, and though ihe hastily
improvised ranpart of dirt and stone was fiercely
bombarded by the Knglish and their Abyssinian
allies, the defenders doggedly held on.  The English
found their resources hopelessly inadequate for a
prolonged war and the Marathas were lelt in posses-
gion of their much-valued prize. In 1718, Kenery
was transferred {0 Kanhoji’s care by his grateful
sovercign,! and when war broke out Boone natural-
ly tried to chase the enciny ofl his doorsieps.

The first published account of this expedition
ig from the pen of Clement Downing, an Hnglish
sailor, who possibly took part in (he assault, Bub
aceuracy was nob his  forle, Downing's memory
was nol as slrong as he believed, and as he kept no
notes, conlusion of men, events and dates neces-
sarily marred his narrative.  Colonel  John
Biddulph consulled ihe contemporary records, buf
he did not hesitate to borrow frecly from Down-
ing's History whenever he found the defails likely
lo prove interesting. A very brief outline has been
given in 8ir William Fosler’'s infroduction to
Downing, where many of the adventurous sailor’s

1 Biddulph (Malabar Pirates, p. 123) is wrong in soggesiing thet
this hoppened in 1710, Seo Sen, Military System of the Marathas,
p. 1080, Tosler, Downing's History of the Indian Wars, p. XIL.
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misstatements were for the first time corrccled. A
detailed account of the Khanderi expedition may
not therefore be absolulely without interest.
Luckily a day-to-day record of the operations is still
available, the authenticily of which is fairly unim-
peachable. Governor Boone himsell ussumed the
chief command of the land and marine forees -
ployed on the expedilion, and he hoisted his fag
on the Addison, then commanded by Richard
Gosfright.' The log of the Addison® gives a detailed
account of the manocuvring, canuonading, and
assault in which the British flect was engnged, and
finally ite discomffure,

The fleet and force commanded by Boone were
in number quite formidable from the Indian stand-
ard of those days. On the 1st November, 1718, the
Addison weighed anchor at 2 in the afternoon “‘in
company with the Darimouth, Captain Carter, the
Victoria, the Revenge and Defiance grabbs, ihe
Fame gully, the Hawlre kelch, 2 Bomb kelches and
48 gallivats."” On the 8rd November, the hombard-
ment of the island began in right earncst. The
Fame left for Chaul with six gallivais, bui the
" Bomb began to play '’ at 8 a.m. and ** continued
till 8."" The ghurabs fired [rom day-light 1ill ten
and were answered by the enemy. Angria’s men
could bring only 3 guns into action, and they did
no execution. But it is difficult to accept Col.
Biddulph's assertion that the British men-of-war

! Fostar, op. cit,, p. 8, Footnote, Not Oapt. Hicks who died on
the Tth Septembar, 1718,
1 Indis Offies Mo, 7084,



KHANDERI EXPEDITION OF CHARLES BOONE 15

failed to make any impression on the garrison, be-
cause " the distunce was so great that nothing was
allected bul waste of ammunition.”* The log of
the Addison positively stutes thal the ghurabs
(grablw) Vietorin, Recenge and  Defiunce " were
ordercd o goe within gunn shot of the 8°, most
part of the island und their ancher.”  And this they
apparently did hefore, not alter, as Col. Biddulph
thinks, the canmonading commenced.  The Darl-
motlh also ran elose to the island, fived a broadside
and some of the military officers went round with a
pilot to find n suilable landing place. At lwo in
the allernoon Kanhoji's fleet enme into evidence.
What their objeclive was it is not possible to sur-
mise. IFrom the beginning Boone had taken ecare
to ent ofl all supply of men and munitions [rom the
mainland and it is not unlikely that Angrin's galli-
vats made an allempl {o ve-open communication
with Kolabu, Kanhoji's headquarters on the opposite
shores. Bul the Vieloria, the Revenge and the
Hawlke (keteh) hegan a ehase whieh had to he aban-
doned at 4 when fourteen of the enemy gallivats
were pereeived., The keteh continued to ply her
shells all night and early in the morning (4th
Nov.). DBombardeer Mule was accidentally hurt.
It was then decided to land two assaulting
parties under cover of fire from the ghurabs. The
grenadiers and the marines held themselves ready
as early as 4 in the morning to land on the eastern
shores of the island while a party of 558 Sepoys
under the command ol Captain John Miles was to

| Malabar Pirates, p. 128,
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land on the opposite side. The Fame returned from
Chaul with the attending gallivats at 2 in the after-
noon and weni in the evening with the Vieloria nd
the Revenge to the eastward of the island, The De-
fiance was posted to the 8.E. and the Fawke 1o the
N.W. of Kenery. ** The Vessells ennnannded  the
island very holt, Iykewise the Island them, they
having about 12 gunns on that side the Tsland,”" as
we learn from the log of the Addisen. The grona-
diers and the marines were Jauded but the Sepoys
eould not be made to fullow {heir example. Tntimi-
dation was tried and severnl of them were illed and
wonnded ** but all to no purpose.”’

On the sixth! the Morriee joined the fleet and al
noon three hundred grenadiers and marvines wade
two attacks Imt they were heaten off ** more by the
force of stones hove from the rocks than fier armes, "’
Kanhoji’s men signalled this sueeess by hoisting a
red flag which appears o have been the Angrian
ensign. The British ghurabs were badly hatlered
and had to leave their previons position to attend to
their leaks.

On the Tth the ghurabs opened a hrisk five at 6
in the morning which was answered by the
islanders with equal vigour. A small party of
marines succeeded in landing in spite of n strong

1 Buddunlph is wrong i saymy that the fth was ocenpied in mal-
ing preparations for amother allack (Malabar Pirales, p. 124). The
log of the Addison menlions the above-montioned operations, The
casunliies ware—'* ldiled : while 8, black 16; wounded : white 20,
blsak 80." Also ses Foster, op. cil., p. XIV. Buddulph was npparantly
misled by C. Dowmng.
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current. They ran directly to the gates and had
nhnost cub them open' but as their efforts were
not adequately supported they had to fall baclk,
“ the enemy at the same time playing very hott
with putheridge (pariridge) small armes and conti-
nually beaving stones.”  All atlempt to land the
Sepoys proved lutilo as on the 5th. The casualty
was rather heavy and the ghurabs sulfered gricvons-
ly, ** the Revenge having received several shott
beiween wind and water.' On the 8th a couneil
of war was held and ** agreed to goe down to
Calube with the grabbs and gallivats leaving only the
Defiance and 4 gallivals hetween the Island and the
Muin."’

Thus ended an expedition designed to humble
the proud Maratha sea-lord and {o demonstrate the
might of Tritain in 1he eastern seas. The reason
wits obvions,  Civilinns seldom make good mili-
tary leaders, and Doone was no soldier. The Bri-
tish foree consisled mainly of raw recruits, and
their morale had bheen badly impaired by the failure
of the Karwar expedition ol the previous year. As
(‘olonel Biddulph observes, ** Tt was ihe old story,
repeated so often on these aceasions ; a badly planned
attnek carried out hall-heartedly by undisciplined
men, under one or two resolule leaders ; as soon as
the leaders were disabled, the rest retreated with
more or less loss.”

But contemporary feeling was not so easily
appeased. The Bombay authorities sought a

1 Downing says that Joln Steele, Corpenter’s Mate of tha Mor-
rice, " bad cut the Bar which went across the outer part of the Gale
almost asunder.'

810288
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scape-goat, and found one in Ramaji Kamathi, an
opulent Brahman resident of Bowmbay. Tle was
aceused of carrying on a treasonable correspondenes
with Angrin. Though there was hardly any evi-
denee to suppmt this charge, the unfortunute [Tindu
was condernned o life-long imprisonment, amd lis
property was confiseated.

Clement Downing attrilbuled Tioone's failure Lo
the treachery of a Portugnese renegade.  According
to him Manoel de Castro, a deserfer from Kanhoji's
service, elnimed an intimale knowledge of Angria’s
ports and was appointed admiral of the [ritish
squadron by Governor Boone nolwilhstanding the
protests of the officers who knew him belter, This
story has heen accepted in tolo by Colonel Diddulple,
thongh ** mo teaee of this appointment  has  been
found in the Consullations.” Biddulph repeats
Downing's slory,—that, ** Manoel de Costro, with
his squadron of gallivats, had heen ovdered o lie
ofl the mouth of the harbour and provent reinforee-
ments reaching Kennery. Nolwithslanding  he
allowed five of Angria’s gallivals 1o slip in ammu-
nition and provisions for the Tesieged, of  whicl
they were believed to stand mueh in need.”® WNo
reference o this incident is made in the log of 1he
Addison where we read that while the glimrahs with-
drew (6th November) to atlend to their damages,
“Captain John Miles lay all night with 6 gallivats
between Hanary and Cannary {o prevent any supply
coming from the Main.”" There was nol a hreath
of suspicion against Miles who was employed on

1 Foster, op. cit., p. 35
? Malabar Pirates, p. 124,
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diplomatic wissions o Kanhoji's headquarters on
more than one oeeasion.  Clement Downing never
missed an opportunity ol harping upon the prevail-
ing ill-feeling - between  the Portnguese and  the
Fonglish in Indin, and the story of Manoel de Castro
mighl have been invented {o add o point to his
fvonrile theme, T i improbable, on the Tace of
ity thal DBoone shonld appoint a complete stranger
whose anlecrdents were more than sluddy to an oflice
ol sueh responsibility as that of the Admiral of the
leet when he assimed v person the chief com-
mand of the expedition on the sueeess of which he
had doubtless sel his heart. Ramaji Kamalhi suf-
fered in his person and property and Mancel de
Castro in his repulation beeause romehody in high
position had commitied a blunder, while Kanhoji
went merrily on with his marine projects. Such,
indeed, ig the ivony of fale!



A MAN OI' MYSTERY : APAJT ANGRIA

A veriluble man of mystery was Apaji, son of
IKanhoji Angria, lord of Koluba, chiel admirval of Ghe
Maratha fighting fleet and " scourge of the western
consh.””  Two of his letters addressed to Bralnoen-
dra Swami, the holy man of Dhavdashi, are sbill
extunt. ITc was specifieally mentioned by name
in a letler addressed o the Peshwa carly in 1748.°
He joined the Mudagarh cxpedition and fought
against his brother Tulaji. Yet we know next o
nothing about him., The saint of Dhavdaghi was
nol likely to take the trouble of addressing Apuji
ahout grants of rent-free lands unless he was in o
position to confirm them. He would not be recom-
mended to the Peshwa as a fit person for 1Tis High-
ness's patronage had he been o mere man of straw.
Apparently he pluyed a part, however insignificant,
in the complicated history of lis times; bul strange-
ly enough, his name finds no place in the official ae-
count of the Angria family submitted lo the land
alienation commissioner,® and we seek in vain [for
any reference fo Apaji in the chronicle of the Angrins
(Hakikat), ascribed to Dabir,® a family servant.
How can we explain this anomaly? How could a
son of Kanhoji, who made a bid [or power against

1 Parasnis, Brakmendre Swami, pp. 207-208,

¥ 8elecliony from the Peshwas Daftar, Vel. 24, p. 10,

3 Kaifiyals Yadiz, ele., pp. 1-20.

i Angre yomehi Hokikal in Parsanis's Itiias Sangraha,
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so formidable a rival as Tulaji, be entirely forgotten
by the posterity ?

Kanhoji was o much married man and he left
i nurerons progeny.  Six of his sons, born in and
out of wedlock, are known by nwe.  Relerence s
midle in Dabir's Hakilkal to Sekhoji, Sambhaji,
Munnji, Talaji and  Dhondji, while e official
Fumily history asserts that by his fivst wile Kanhoji
had two sons, Sekhoji and Sanbhaji, his sceond wife
bore him bwo  others, Muonaji and Tulaji; Yesaji,
Dhondji and others were his natural sons.! Was
Apuji one of those others whose numes were either
lorgotten or deemed unworthy of mention when the
official history was compiled? Or should we identi-
fy Apaji with one of the six Angria brothers men-
tioned above? The problem has engaged the
attention of Maratha historians [or sometfime past,
bub I prefer to leave it alone for the present.
Sullice it to say that Rajwade tried to identify Apaji
with Manaji, while Sordesai makes a tentative sng-
gestion that Yesaji and Apaji were probably identical
persons. 16 may be added bere that according  to
the officinl history, I{anhoji's natural sons including
Yesaji and Dhondji had originally been attached to
Manaji at Kolaba, but Dhondji and Yesaji joined in
a conspiraey against Manaji which ended in a failure.
As a consequence the disloyal brothers were thrown
into prison and Yesaji was deprived of his sight.
Subsequently, however, the blind man succecded in
effecting his escape. He sought asylum with the
Portugnese of Chaul (Revdanda) where he was

L Kaifiyats Yadis, pp. 4-6.



24 A MAN OF MYSTERY © APAJL ANGRIA

joined by his wife and children.! Yesaji's son Babu
Rao, more fortunate than bis lather, usurped the
prineipality of Kolaba with the support of Sindhia
alter the death of Manaji's sun Raghuji.

Maratin clwonieles, therelore, oller no elue us lo
Apaji's identity and throw no light on his lile and
exploits. Luckily he was not equally ignored by con-
femaporary Portugnese writers, and o hriel aceounb
of Apaji, pullished at Lishon as carly as 1750, way
be reproduced  heve Tor what it is worth,  The
author, Jose reive Monteroyo Masearenhas, treated
of Indian allairs in his Kpanaphaora Indica, the first
part of which appeared in L7 16, the second and third
parts followed in 1717, the Tourth saw the light next
year (1748), the fifth in L750 and the sixth part was
published two years luter in 1752, This interesting
work might have been eomtinued  farther, lor
Mascarenhas proposed o give an aceount of  what
happened in Imdin  during  the vieeroyalty of the
Marquis of Castello Novo, who did nol vacale oflice
ll 1760, but the subsequent parls of the Hpana-
phora, il ever published, have not been preserved.

According to Masearenhas,® Kanlioji had (wo
wives, of whom the livst was Sekhoji and Sambhinji's
mother, while the second bore Apaji and another son
who remains nameless, According o the Hindu
law Apaji should have succeeded his elder brother
Sambhaji in the principalities ol Kolaba and Cheria,
but he was robbed of his patrimony by two hastards,
Tulaji and Manaji. When Shahu econcluded a

1 Kaiffyats Yadiz, p. 7.
3For the ontire narrative sec Epanaphors Indica, Park V,

pp. 95-40.
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breaty of purfition with his consin, Sambhaji of
Kolhapur, the overlordship of a pari of the Angrian
prineipalily was assigned to the latler. But Tulaji
refused 1o acknowledge his vighis and deelined  to
pay him fributes.  Sambhaji, wnable {0 enforce his
claims, proposed an allinnee with the Portnguese
Vieeray againsd Tulaji, hut the Porluguese Govern-
ment were not i a position lo aeeept lis offer at
Lthat moment.  Iailing {0 seeure their co-operation,
Sumbhaji twmed to Shabu, who advised him to
make o common eause with Apaji. It was scitled
nl the time that Sambhaji should wage war against
Tulaji by land jointly with Apaji Angrin and the
Savant of Wari, while the Portougnese should be
indueed to nndevtake a naval expedition agninst
Gherin.  Not eomtent  with  formnulating  this
seheme, Shahu eomimissioned Do Antonin José
TMenvignes, {he Torineuese agenl al Satara, to pro-
coed 1o Gon and persuade the Vieeroy to participate
in the projeet. Tt the serviees of the Portugunese
fleet were urgently needed elzewhere as it was neces-
sary 1o convoy the merchant fleet from the south and
{he norih, and the Vieeroy politely exensed himself.
Tulaji, however, realised the gravity of his situation
and decided to remove Apaji by means fair or foul.
Some of his trusty followers pretended to desert
Tulaji on some snitable prelexts and weve readily
weleomed by Apaji. They availed themselves of the
earliest opportunity of executing their fell design.
The murder of Apaji naturally incensed Shahu and
he ineited the chief of Wari {o fight Tulaji. The
onnpaign, however, ended in Angrin's favonr.
Shahu then summoned Tulaji to Satara,  Tulaji



24 A MAN OF MYSTERY : APAJI ANGRIA

paid a visit to the royal court where a judicious dis-
tribution of presents procured him an unqgualified
pardon, alter which he salely returned to his head
nuarters at Gheria.

Such, in short, is the aceount of Apaji Angria,
his elaims 1o Kanhoji's fiel, his association with the
Chhatrapati of Kolbapur, and his teagie ead which
Masearenhag inserted in his nareative of  Indian
events in 1T48.  The story is not so fantastic ag it
may appear ab first sipht.  Aeeording to the family
history, Tolaji and Manaji were their [abher's logiti-
mate isane but, ns Me. Savdesai has obsevved,  1he
legitimaey of Tulaji and lis hrothers must remain
an open question.' The offieial history of {he
family is by no meants infallible, for i errs aboul
the date of Kanhoji's death.? Mr. . . Gode of
the Bhandarkar Rescarch Tnstitute has recently pub-
lished a paper on the Mudagarh expedition in which
his ancestor played o prominent part.y Tn (hat
enterprise Apaji co-operated with the Pania Amadyn
of Bavada and the Savant of Wari.  The Panta
Amatyn was onc of the principnl ministers of
Samhhaji of Kolhapur, and if Dabir's chroniele is to
be believed, he had some sorl ol claim to Ralnagiri,
one of the principal naval siations of Tulaji, with
which the latler refused to part.t The Marquis of
Castello Novo, hetter known as the Marquis of
Alorna, admits that Sambhaji had about 1748 pro-

1 Bardessr, Maraihi Riyarad, Madhya Wibhag, Vol, I, p- 205,

3 Kayfipats, p. 6, says thnt Kanho)i died in 1731 wherens he
passcd away on 20lh Jone, 1720 Bee 8en, Miluary System of the
Marathar, p. 212,

8 Bombay Universily Journal, Vol, ¥, parl IV, pp. 31-54.

4 Angre Yonchi Hokiket, p, 11
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posed an alliance with him against Tulaji and he
ulso refers o the ** recent reduction of Masura *"
by the Savani. Reference has been made to the
reduction of Tulaji's stronghold of Mudagarh by the
joint efforts of Apaji, the Savant of Wari, Bhagavant
Rao Amatyn (of Bavda) and the Pralinidhi of
Vishalgarh, In a leiter, addressed to the Peshwa
carly in 1748, the wriler nrges Apaji's claim to the
Peshwa's support and also refers to Tulaji's intend-
ed visit to the royal court.® So far, Mascarenhas'
narrative is substantinlly corroborated by independ-
ent evidence and the story of Apaji's murder may
not be unfounded, for the Portuguese writer seems
to have been uncommonly. well-versed in Maratha
affairs.

As to Apaji's identity, Mascarenhas offers but
a negative elne.  As he mentions Sckhoji, S8ambhaji,
Tulnji and Manaji hesides  Apaji, it follows that
Apaji cannob reasonably he identified with any one
of those four. That leaves two allernatives. Apaji
may cither he identified with Yesaji or Dhondji, or
lie may be one of those sons of Kanhoji who remain
nameless in all the chronieles, Marathi or {oreign,
eomlomporary or otherwise, hitherto available to us.
Dhondo-Appa, however, appears to be a more likely
name than Yesaji Appa.

1 8an, Studies in Indion History, pp. 218, 206
* % Gelactions from the Peshwa Daftar. Vol. 24, p. 18
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THE ANGRIAS AND THE DUTCH

Kanhoji Angria was not o corsair like Caplain
Kidd. He was the Lord Tigh Admual of the Ma-
ratha fighting fleet and rode the sea under his mas-
ter's flag, but to most Turopeans he was no hetler
than a common pirate, who seized cvery ship he
could, held the unfortunate snilors to ranson and
made them labour hard for o seanly subsistence
until they could sceure their freedom cither by flight
or by purehase. Yot he-derived his anthority from
the lawlully consbituted govermment ol his people,
and exercised, in the name ol his king, the sover-
eignty ol the sea in o manner sanctioned by the
ancient customs of the const. In this respeet his
conduet did not differ in any way lrom that of the
Portuguese, the English and the Duteh, and it is
interesting lo note that the trading nalions from
the west often brought charges ol pirney agningt
each other, but they invariably refused to allow any
vessel, other than their own, to sail without {heir
passport, unless such a right had heen secured hy a
treaty or a convention. No sell-respecting nation
would quietly concede to another the right of con-
trolling or regulating the movement ol their mer-
chant-men across the high road of the sca, and the
result was constant friction. Ianhoji was resolved
to defend his rights against all his neighbours joint-
ly or severally, and at different {imes he [ought the
English, the Portuguese and the Dutch. The
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struggle did nol come to an end with Kanhoji's
death in June, 1729, hul was continned with vary-
ing success by his sons, and the Angrian fleet was a
terror which the sea-lfarers of the eiglieenth eentury
were glad to avoid.  The exploits of Kmnhoji and
his suceessors are but vagnely known, and an ae-
count of their relations with the Dutel may be of
sone interest Lo the stndents of Indinn history.
We do nol exactly lmow when Kanhoji was
appointed Lo the supreme command of the Maratha
fleet, but il is elear that he came lo blows with
the Dulch Fast Tndia Company very early in his
carger. In the opening months of 1703 Kanhoji
captured a Dutch man-of-war, as John Burniston,
Deputy Governor of Bombay, informed Sir John
Gayer. In a leiter, dated 11th March, 1702-3,
Burniston wrole: ** we have a report of Cannajee
Angria’s trappaning a Duleh ship of 80 guns who
put in near their port for wood and waler, which
their boats went for. The villain took his oppor-
tanity of seizing them and sending his people in
anlvets on bonrd, who heing haled by the ship,
answered that they had provision for them, and on
sneh o prelence surprised and mastered her.”™
How the Duteh retaliated we do notl know, but we
may fairly infer that peace and amity had not been
established between them and Kanhoji, who again
made prizes ol a sloop and a galley in 17102
The Dutch strongly remonstrated with him and
asked him to restore the vessels with all their be-
longings, bul Kanhoji quietly retorled that ** he is

1 Paclory Hecords, Surat, Vol. 100.
8 Tetter from Cochin, dated 18th April, 1710—Madas Records.
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not aware of any friendship existing between him
and the Company, nor of any correspondence on the
mafter. He does not molest such merchants as
make him presents as do for instance the English,
Portuguese and Moors. Iinally he does not hold
himsell responsible for the return of prizes.”™

The Duteh Commander of Mualubar corres-
ponded with his official superviors wl Datavia about
some effeclive mieasures againsl Kanhoji's high-
handedness on the high seas, bul nothing came oul
ol it. TIn 1710 Kanhoji was at war with the Portu-
guese and the Siddi. His relations with the Fnglish
were also far [rom cordial, for he seized an English
boat in 1712. 1In 1718, Charles Roone, Governor
of Bombay, proclaimed war against Angria, and a
few years later Kanhoji's territories were invaded
by a joint Anglo-Portuguese foree hy land and sea.
It is, therefore, likely ihat during these years ol
tronble and turmoil Kanhoji did not like 1o add o
his enemies by offering any [(resh offence fo the
Duteh, or more probably, the Dutel themsclves
had been more carelul, and cautionsly avoided the
Maratha {lcet.

Twenty-eight years had passed before the
Angrian fleet again engaged a Duich squadron of
three ships, two of which were caplured. Kanhoji
was no longer in the land of the living, his eldest
son Sekhoji also had passed away, and the command
of the Angrian fleet was held by Sambhaji Angria
Sarkhel, an intrepid sailor of uncertain temper. The
official account of this battle sent home from Ceylon

1 Press List of Anciont Duleh Records, pp. T-8.



THE ANGRIAS AND THE DUTCH a9

under the signature of Captain Grombrugge, ‘Chief
mate Tieter Jansz  Bors and Second mate
Willem Cramers of the Noordiwoolfs Bergen, the only
ship that eseapedieapture, has been preserved in the
Publie Record Office at the Hague and is well worth
quoting.

“ At 14 degrees of longitude (on their way to
Mocha) on Sunday, the 23rd of Murch, 1788 in the
morning at the 4th bell, we were reading a text to
the crew, viz., Luke 5, verse 5, when we observed
North of us eight ships sailing before the wind and
in our direetion. Alter finishing our religious cere-
mony with prayer and song, we hailed the Magdale-
na who had been fighting with the pirates the year
‘before and when we asked them for their opinion as
to the approaching vessels, they replied ' those are
fishers with dry nets."’

Eeeping near to the yacht we gave the signal
for drawing up in battle array, turning Sounthwest,
where the sea was 13 fathom deep.

We had 4 guns, the pirates approached with
15 sails (8 goeraps, 5 large and 2 small galliots)
and started firing at the 1st bell p.m.; we got a
six pounder through our sternpost. Three large
galliots attacked the Zeelands Welvaren and not-
withstanding their defence, they hoarded the ship;
we advanced to their relief and succeeded in this
purpose, but the Magdalena had not kept near us,
as was their duty, they now came alongside the
Zeelands Welvaren, who told them that they were
free of the pirates, but that only 8 or 9 of the crew
survived.

-
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In the meantime the pirates attacked us strong-
ly, mainly aiming at our riggings. The gunner
and the paymaster of the Zeelands Welvaren came
swimming o owr board and told s that their ship
was lost as the remaining part of the erew were all
injured. We then tried to appronch the Magdalena
but she rapidly moved ofl townrds the const and soom
the shallop was boarded hy 2 galliols, her llag was
lowered, herenfter the pirates satled in onr direclion
with all their might and notwithstanding onr eonti-
nuous firing 2 poeraps bonrded the Zeelands TVel-
varen and towed the ship ashore.

We now could only save our own ship, the
pirates kept firing for another 3 bells, always nim-
ing at our riggings. We prevented themn [rom
boarding the ship and they dropped off one after
another.

The whole batile had lasted 10 bells and it was
now one bell before sunsel, our crew were wholly
exhausted, our gunnery had brokeu spindles and so
we turned to the Southwesl as soon as possible in
order to pass befween the isles of Maldive and re-
turn to Cochin,

We had lost one DBuginese (sic. Balincse)
goldier and one sailor was injured.””

From the letter of Laurens Kerkhoven and
other prisoners, dated 19th June, 1738, we learn
that the battle was fought nine miles io the north
of Bracelore. We find more details about ihe casual-
ty snd an acconnt of Angria's land and strongholds

! Tetters from Ooylon (o Holland, 1739, 3nd Vel
? Lottera [rom Caylon to Holland, 1739, 8rd Vol
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in the above-mentioned letter, as the following ex-
tract shows :

* On our side 26 were killed and many in-
jured, both our Captains were alive with 38 Euro-
pean soldiers and sailors, 20 Moors and Bailnese.
Of those men 2 enlisted voluntarily and 9 were
forced o enter the service of the pirates. The pirates
counted 200 Lkilled and wounded men. They
brought the cargo into their [ortresses, sank the
ghips and [oreed us to work as slaves without drink
or sufficient food,

The country is rough and unfertile, they do not
sow or mow, they only po marpuding. There are
seven fortresses, O are of no account but the 7ih
called Boescroobe (sic. Vijaydurg ?) has 50 guns.
Their naval force consists of 11 large goeraps, cacl,
with 16 or 18 puns (six and nine pounders)
manned with 300 men each and 29 galliols, each
with 2 or 3 puns, At our arvival we found 6 Euro-
peans in service of the pirates, viz., two English-
men, two Portuguese as gunners and two Dulch-
men, one as gunner-major and secret councillor of
the head of the nation,”

According to Simon Siex and others, who ad-
dressed a letter to the Dutch Commander of Mala-
bar on the 26th May, 1738, the casualty was as
[ollows :—

Zeelands Welvaren :
98 alive
16 Lilled
9 forced to enlist
2 voluntarily enlisted.
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Magdalena :
a7 alive
12 killed
3 forced to enlist
1 volunlarily enlisted.

Sambhaji, wrongly described as king by the
prisoners, demanded a ransom of 40,000 Rupees,
which was Inter reduced o 20,0008 Tn August
the so-called ** King of Angrin '* consented {o ae-
cept 15,000 Rupees for the freedom of the prisoners,
who informed Van Gollenesse that they stood in fear
of their life and might otherwise be forced {o serve
the Angrin who lhad 9 ghurabs and 25 gallivabs
ready for sailing.

Van Gollenesse indeed opened negotialions with
Sambhaji as soon as the report of the naval engage-
ment reached him and requested the Maratha admi-
ral *‘ to send the surviving part of the erew to the
residents of the Company al Barssaloor as well as
the 2 shallops." The answer of Sambhaji was de-
fiant and unambiguous, and ran as follows :—

" Writer is sending this letter with due res-
pect and love, he has reccived with pleasnre your
letter of the 13th June, 1738, and it is truec that
Wihay Narana was sent with a letter, however you
have answered that you would write to your autho-
rities and await their reply before deciding about
trade in our country. So we understood this matter
would take a year or more and meanwhile peace was
not yet made. Perhaps you know that all over the

1Letters from Oeylon (o Helland, 1789, 8rd Vol., p. 1458,
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world peace iz made by contract signed by both the
partics, Therefore il you intend to make peace,
please send some intelligent and able men to make
up the freaty and if you send ships with merchants
we will live with them in perfect understanding and
[riendship.

As regards the shallops, if you had made peace
earlier, we would never have taken these, but now
we met them in times of war.

As to punishment which you purpose, you have
felt our power once or twice and in fuiure you will
know it again,""

Sambhaji evidently had complete confidence in
his fleei, or he would not hurl this defiance against
the Dutch, for as a vassal of the Maratha King he
was already engaged in a war which the Maratha
state was waging against the Tortnguese. The
Duteh, however, could not ignore this challenge,
and prepared n formidable fleet under Reinicus
Biersma, who subsequently succeeded Van Gollen-
esse as Commander of Malabar, to avenge the in-
sult and injury they had suffered at the hands of
Angria. In 1739, the Dulch flect, consisting of
eight men-of-war, besides some light vessels, ap-
peared near the bar of Agoada, and the Portuguese
Viceroy, intent on exploiting this opportunity, pro-
posed an alliance ngainst the eommon cnemy. The
expedition, however, accomplished nothing and in
1743 Van Gollenesse wrote that *‘ these pirates
were growing stronger every day to the great
chagrin of all Enropean and native traders.”

1 Titters sent from Malabor to Holland, 1739, 4th Vol., p. 20325,
§—16288
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Sambhaji died in December, 1741. He was
sueceeded by Tulaji, who, according to Van Gollen-
esse, opened nepotiations wilh the Duleh oflicers of
Bareclore for peace and offered them due  repara-
tions [or their loss.  Apparently nothing eame oul
of these negotintions and the Duleh Caplains were
instructed 1o do the Angrins all the damage they
could, Tn January, 1743, Tulaji's feel of seven
ghurabs and twenly-three gallivals entered the romd-
stend of Calient ind ' eaused great damage 1o the
English and nalive {eaders,”  The Duoleh des-
patehed two ol their hattleships, Poplensbary ol
S. Heeren to fight the intruders, bul they  disap-
pearcd before the Duteh ships  appeared  on the
scene.

A Cochin letter of the year 1747' rye-
fers  to  [resh aggression  on Tulaji's  part
which resulted in ihe loss of {wo Duleh
ships, the Zwijndreg! and the Coilan, Seven years
later Angria again capiured three Duleh vessels.
Mennwhile rumonrs of a proposed allinner bebween
Tulaji and the Ady Rajah, which were rife in 1747,
eaused the Dulch considerable anxiety and uneasi-
ness. In 1754 the Duteh authoritics of Balavia
issned speeinl instructions to all their vessels sailing
from Surat “‘ in ovder to avoid an encounter with
the pirates of Cange Angria.'" Kanhoji had indeed
passed away a quarter ol o century ago but what
greater complimenis could his ndversaries pay him
than to give his name fo his people?

1 No, 487 of the Mndras Ttecords,
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Unflortunately the Dutch were not the only
peaple who wished the ruin of Angria and his fleet.
The Tinglish were daily growing more powerful and
Lhe Peshiwa joined them in an unholy allianee
agiinst "Tolnji. Kanhojr hail speeessfully combatted
the Anglo-Porbnguese allinnee of 1721, but his son
suecumbed before the Anglo-Maratha alliinee  in
1766, Three Duteh letbers announee the fall of
Cihieriae o the complete destruetion ol §hat Acet
which Dol held the merehant nations of {he Mala-
bae consl in awe for hall o century.  Thus ended
the epie struggle hetween the Tinglish and ihe An-
arins for supreney of the sea. The Duleh arehives,
if properly explored, way yet throw fresh light on
the history of the Maratha navy.



TIIE DUTCIT EXPEDITION AGAINST
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On the 23d Mareh, 1738, Sambhaji Angria’s
fleet met near Dareclore o small Duteh squadron of
threc vessels, the Noordwoolfs Bergen, the Zeelands
Welparen and the Magdelena, then on ils way to
Mocha and boldly attacked it.  Afller a sharp en-
counter ihal lasted for ten hours the Zeelands Wel-
varen and the Magdelena were forced fo strike
colours ; the Noordwoolfs Derygen, hadly baltered, re-
traced her southward course to seek salely ol Coelin,
Her erew were tolally exhouvsied amd her artillery
put out ol nection. The two ecaplive ships lost
nearly one-third of their erew and the survivors
were carried to Sambhaji’s head guarters at Gheria.
The Dutelh Commander of Malabar, Stein Van
Gollencsse, demanded immediale vestitulion of the
men and boals and reparalion lor ile damage
dome  but  Sambbaji replied with characteristic
wony, ' Tl you had made peace carlier, we would
never have taken these, bui now we met them in
time of war. As lo punishment which you propose,
you have felt our power onee or twice and in future
you will know il again.””  Apparently some
measures stronger than verbal protests were called
for. This was not the only offence that the Dutch
had received from the Angria. In 1703 Sambhaji's
father ICanhoji had captured a Dutch man-of-war
of thirly guns and in 1710 he made prizes of a Duich
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sloop and a galley. How the Duteh retaliated we
do nol know, but [rom the concluding sentence of
Sambhaji's retort, quoled above, it appears that
peace hind vol been formally eoncluded between the
Dutch and the Angrins, and in law as well as in
faclk they were at war till that Sunday morming in
Muarch, 1748, when Sambhaji's sea men encounter-
ed and worsted the Duteh men-of-war,

lixasperated beyond endurance the Dutch de-
cided o strike at the centre of Sambhaji's power
and next year o grand fleel of fiffeen sails was mo-
bilised under the command of Reinieus Siersma.
The insiructions issued to {he Commander-in-
Chief * briefly refcrred to the ** piratical ' mis-
deeds of the enemy and offered detailed information
about the fighting strength of every unit under his
command, They went further and specifically laid
down in what order the ships were to sail. This
interesting document has nol been so [ar published
and may, therclore, be quoted in [ull. Such were
the instructions framed for the benefit of Admiral
Biersma :

““ The Angreans a people ol pirates in the
North of Malabar, latitude 16 to 19° have made
themselves notorious already for a long time in
these countries, by their continuous piracies on the
sea, to passing ships, and since the last 10 to 20
years they have so grown in daring and strength
that they have nol desisted from attacking the for-
midable ships of European nations, and have cap-

1 The threa Duleh documents quoted in this paper sre in the
coetody of the Madras Goveroment. I am indebted to the Rev.
Fother Froytier of Madras for the English translation.
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bured several, as the Hnglish ship Derby,' they
attacked the Mrigute ddriena, and the ship Noord-
woolfs Bergen rom Cochim, the yaehi and the sloop
Zeelands Welparen and Magdalena all - three des-
tined for Mochin the same year, The ddrivna alone
conld by heroie vesistanee save herell under ihe
forts of Soendadoenga ® belonging o Biwagie,® hul
the Just three haviog lelt the harbour of Cochim to-
gother, to wail o Mochia were  allacked in the
neiglhbonrhood ol Gon on 23ud Mareh, and were
foreed 1o tnke Might after their erew had fallen inlo
the hands of the pivates,* as is deseribed minutely
in the enclosed copy of the declaration of the oflicer
of*the ship Noordinoolfs Dergen®

“We have not failed to demand the resloration
of the lost ships, and to elaim a reasonable salis-
fiietion, but these pirates have not only refused this,
but nnswered in an insulling way.

“ The Honorable Company have on this aeeonnt
decided by an order ol Srd August, 1738, 1o (ake
such measures and aetions to repress the aforesaid
pirates and fo seeure [air satisfaetion, for ihe
offence against the Company, and to use sneh foree
as will in future make the Company’s power res-
peeted.  Therefore in compliance with the Honor-

1 Captured in 1735,

1 Obviously Bmdlndurg or Malwan, then wnder the jurisdiction
of ithe Baje of TWollinpuor,

1 Van Collencsse colls Khom Savant of Wari a Siwagie, prob-
ably becouse technically he was o fendal noble of the Folbapur
Stata.

4 As mentioned above only tho Noordweolfe Dergen succocded
in gacaping, the other lwo were eaplured by Angris.

S8se ante, ' Angring and the Dunteh,"
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able Company’s proposal, we have mobilised a for-

midable squadron composed in the following man-
ner :—

Bhipa Conon | Ssilors | Military !lﬁ::i:::? Totnl
Soldiers

Bnasrnbofl ™ A0 Al a7 il 225
Hoololingalkorke ... [ 3i 100 78 8i 263
De Ketel 44 g0 &4 B4 228
elanen e |0 an bt 44 143
TMnosenlust P 24 70 o8 an 188
Ridderkerk we | B ng a7 il 130
Johannn Cotharine 18 17 16 ikt
Zolnndoa v 1 | s 16 4
Welvaren we | 08 18 e e | 1B
Zwyndrecht .. ili} 17 7 - 24
Viisaingen B 16 T a8
Chattun von 8 15 T o2
Crnngruore - 8 16 7 — 22
Victoris 4 o3 1 28
De Wranak 0 24 1 24

** We have appoinied your Honour Chief of this
Expedition, because we know that in the person
of your Honour, we shall find the neccssary pru-
dence and ability required for such an important
expedition, and thercfore we dirvect you at the re-
ceplion of this leiter to go aboard the flagship de
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Sassenhoff and to take command of the Company's
ships, and sail in the following fighting order :—

SlﬂllE:_NHﬂFF

CHETTUA F HANSENLUST

ZELANDEA

CRANGANORE  VLISS|NGEN

SOETELINGSKERKE RIDDERKERK

DE WRALK IWYNDRECHT

FPELANEN

VICTORIA

WELVAREN

MARIA LAURENTIA JOHANKA CATHARINE

DE KETEL

‘“ Reaching Cannanore, you shall ask the Com-
mander to order the sloop Maria Laurenfin to join
the squadron and bring two hundred men already
recruited for the expedition.

"In Cannanore yoar Honour will have {o change
the order of your ships in such a way as to prevent
the ships of the pirates, which are generally at this
coast, [rom ecscaping.
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"“The Soetelingskerke a powerful ship, and the
yacht Anna Catharina with your Honour's flag on
top shall sail to Barsaloor, have the letter in dupli-
cate to the pirates translated in the Marathi
langunge and have the samne delivered by land as
soon us possible, or if this is nol feasible your
Honour will have it delivered in the most efficient
WaY.

** Also it will be necessary for your Honour to
gather all possible information as to where the
pirates arc at present in hiding, how strong they
are, so that you may conducl your campaign
accordingly.

“ Il the Soetelingskerke is attacked, which we
certainly do not apprehend, your Hononr shall send
to her assistance some of the ships, of which yon
have a sullicient number, so that the above men-
tioned ship may not suffor any great loss. If for
some reason or other losses are sustained, the ships
shall be put ashore and handed over to the Resident
Christiaan Geysclaar and Hendrick Isaacsz.

“* Having carried out all these instructions as
prompily as possible, your Honour shall sail directly
to ihe capital of the Angreans, Bissente,' otherwise
known ns Gerry,?® situated near Carepatam,® 1G°
longitude, and the squadron will anchor there with
a sea-man's precaution.

““ The Company’s letter shall again be forward-
ed to the Chief of this nation in the most suitable

LA bad corruptiom of Vijaydurg, TFather Frugtier informs me
that the resding is somewhat deubiful,

1 Gheria.

1 Kharepatan,

f—15258
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manner asking for a written answer within twenty-
four hours ns to whether the Company's demands
will be complied with or not,

YT they seem to he prepared Lo eome to o reason-
able agreement, then your Honour shall  invite
them o the Qagship and begin disenssions, and you
shall tuke speeinl eare not to be misled by o people
that has no honowr or justiee, and not Lo waste pre-
clous time in lengthy conferences. Your Tlonour
will have 1o sbrietly ndhere to the above mentioned
demands, and may  alter a few  small ilems a8
specified by B. Sicrsmn in o seevel instruetion muder
urgent necessity alone.

“If the pirates veluse lo answer,  then your
Honour shall imnedintely take all steps (o punish
the pirates offectively, having first consulted your
Couneil as to what in the prevailing eivemmstanees
should be done to maintain the prestige ol our
nation and the honour of the Honorshle Conpany.,
Your Honour should decide whether the enemy s
to be attacked in his cliel Torl Dissente and Tom-
barded or whether a landing is Lo be made in some
convenicnt place, and destroy every thing in lhe
country with the help of some companies of
Marines. Your Honour should {ake specinl enre to
destroy or hurn all the ships of the pivales on your
way out and back and in the bay, so that in future
they will fear the Company and let her ships pass
unmolested.

*“ As it is not possible o give your Fonour pre-
cise ingtructions for all eventualities, we leave to
your discretion all that your Honomr may think
necessary for efficiently conducting the campaign
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alter ascertaining the views of your Council in im-
portant malters by a majority of votes. The Coun-
cil shall consist ol Mr. Reinicus Siersma, Major
Commander, the Gaplain Jan Dinke. N. Vander
Beugghen and Cheistofell Fuitseius wid Liculenants
Jun George Gomeniel and Jan Prancis Lasval and
the Knsigns Mareus  Ficke, Joan  Rijlel, August
Willinm Gorik and Hendrick J. Tollenaar and the
Caplain of the yneld Catharina Steven Bade,

“ Your Honour may remain there till the end
of March, but if through ecircumstances a longer
stuy is needed to arvive at a linal agreement. you
may prolong your stay for 19 days or 1ill the middle
of April, bt in that case we should like that the
ship de Ketel he returned as her services will be
required.

“The ships Soctelingskerke and the Catharina
on their return journey shall eall at Barsaloor and

fananoor where they will find our orders for their

services, but all other ships shonld velurn direct,
We hope that R. Hiersma as Commander-in-Chief
and the other Commanders shall execute their mis-
sion with great zeal and judgment, and that they
shall bear in mind that they arve fighling for the
East India Company and they shall serve in such
a manner that we may be able lo commend them
for their courage to the Honorable Company.

“* Those who are found wanting in the service
and may hove eompromised themselves through in-
discipline and misconduet will have nothing but an
exemplary punishmeni to expect so that fear may
be instilled into others.
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““We likewise remind you to keep an account of
every thing, specially of the situations of sea ports
and bays, rivers and lorts, and all that may be use-
ful il we are lorced to pay another visit, Your
Honour shall also keep us informed of passing
events if you have an opporbunity cither vie Bassa-
loor or Crananoor or direch.

** The papers for your Honour's guidance are
the [ollowing :—

* Ordinances of the Commander Wolfsbergon,
dated 25th March, 1738,

“ Journul of the yacht ddriang on her journey
to Wingirala * dated 1736.

“ A translation of certnin Iinglish letlers and
some charts.

“The disposition of such artillery, ammuni-
tion and other neceszitics which have heen shipped
for this expedition. Yowr Honour will find 20,000
pounds  of gunpowder and a great quantity of
necessaries which yonr Honour will distribute
among the ships aceording to their need, especially
gunpowder.

“ Copy of a letter of the undersigned Com-
mander to the English Commander, Mr. Stephen
Laith,* in which the conditions are described on
which the company will make peace with the
Angreans. English papers delivered to the Chief of
the expedition and other ordinances wherein we

1 Vingurla.
2 8tephen Law.
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advise your Honour fo keep the strictest diseipline
among the men and {o sccure this we expeet the
officers {o sel n gond example, You shall take
speein] eare that veligion and daily prayers are up-
held and observed, so that your underiakings may
receive God's blessing  for the expected success
which your dear [riends wish yon from all their
heart.

(5d.) G, W. Van Iarrorr.
J. V. 8ty Vay GorLrexcsse.”’

Cochim,
8th Febroary, 1739,

Siersma was also provided with two drafts of
the conditions under which peace might be conclud-
ed with Sambhaji and the articles of treaty which
he was expeeted to accepl. The instruelions left
the Duteh commander little discretion about the
terms to he offered to the Angrin chief, but a cur-
gory glance at the documents, quoted below. will
convinee the reader ol their peremptory character.
A man of Sanbhaji's temper could hardly be ex-
pected to accepl such humiliating terms unless he
was reduced to the last extremities, but strong as
the Duteh fleet appeared, it was hardly powerful
enough to wipe out the Maratha fleet from the high
seas und to reduce the rock girt naval strongholds
of the Maratha Admiral that had so long defied the
might of the other sea-faring people of the coast.
Although the instructions quoled above mention
only a [air satisfaction for the loss sustained, the
drafts aim at nothing less than the reduction of the
Angria chief to a state of complete vassalage.
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I

" Conditions of the Trenty on which the ('om-
mander of the expedifion against (he people  of
Angrea and the chiel Snnbasy Angrea Sarvkel wmay
conclude peace.

1. Sambasy Angrea Swrkel shall agree Dy
a solerm depuiation {o Cochim 4o humble himself
before the [Tonorable Company and {0 heg  their
pardon for the andacions nitacks on {heir Ships
made by his people lor severnl yoars and speeially
for the attack on the ship Noordwoolfs Bergen and
the eaplure of the yachis Zeelands Welparen and
the Magdelena in the year 1738 and transporbed
to Mochia.

2. The above mentioned eaplures must be
restored and the loss sustained in the last ense of
Rs. 80,000 must be paid, hul lossea cansed bo several
of the Company's ships on other oeccasions will be
excused.

3. Compensation shall be given to all the
men who are still delained in Sambasy  Angrea's
territory [rom the lowest to the highest withoul any
deduction for the ralions given,

All such goods shall he restored which the
Commander of the leet, or other memhers af the
fleet enn prove fo have been robbed, either throngh
an inventory or otherwise hiy arbilration.

4. If the above mentioned ships are still in
existence Sambasy Angrea shall he bound {o relurn
them, and if they are ont of repair they must he
repaired so that they may he hronght to Cochim.
The expenses of the repairs muy be dedncted from
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the above mentioned sum of Rs. 80,000. For other
damages o sum of Rs, 10,000 must be paid pro-
vided that the equipment, cannons and ammunition
as per invenlory are returned as well as materinls,
snch as snils ofe., needed Tor navigniion.

5. Bamhasy Angrea shall benr the expendi-
ture of the expedition and pay the Company
Rs. 1,00,000 (one hundred thousand), or an anmual
contribution of Rs. 10,000 (len thousand), which
amount shall be paid vearly at Cochim before the
end ol April.

6. The present Chiel of the Angreans and his
snecesaors to the Government of the Stale shall
every year through a solemn depuiation to Cochim,
solicit  the continuation of the Company’s
[riendship and encowrage the same. The Company
shall show the deputation the same honours as are
done to their Malabar allies.

7. Al ships of Angrea shall, if they meet the
Company’s ships on the sea, lower their flag ™ and
sirike their sails until they have made themselves
Itmown to the Company’'s ships, and in such a
manner as will be laid down in a separale agree-
ment,

8. The ships of the Company shall he allowed
to enter the harbours, bays and rivers, belonging
to Sambasy Angrea, withont payment of the har-
hour dues or any other levy and the people of Sam-
basy Angrea shall be bound to supply the above
mentioned ships, on payment, all their needs and
whatever products they find.

9. The Company's ships in ease of attack
shall not only be allowed to iake shelfer under



48 DUTCH EXPEDITION AGAINST GHERIA, 1739

Sambasy Angrea's forts but he shall be bound to
protect them with his guns and to assist them with
all his power wilhoul any fear of treachery as the
Company never break their plighted word,

10. If per chance which the good God may
avert, the Company's ships run the rvisk of heing
wrecked near Sambasy Angrea’s lands then shall
Sambasy Angrea and his subjeets be hound to ren-
der them all help, without elaiming the exisling
rights * or anylhing else, exeept a reasonable re-
ward for those who assisted the Company's ships
or saved the men or goods, to be pgranted al the
diseretion of the Commander at Cochim.

11. If the above conditions are [aithfully ob-
served, the Company will not take any further
action [or the loss of their ships caused hy Sambary
Angren and his people, as long as the free admis-
sion into his harbours, bays and rivers is permitied,
but if it is not allowed, and il no 1mmediate re-
paration is made, the treaty will be held as void,
and the Company’s rights will again come into
force and compensation for guns, and other poods
lost in former years will he again demanded. 1T how-
ever Sambasy Angrea observes the above condi-
tions faithfully and desires the friendship of the
Company, and wishes to confinue the treaty, then
it shall be in force for 15 years, and the Company

! Aecording to (he prevatling emstom of tho const the movercign
ol Lhe larritoria]l woters was eolitled to all lhe chipr wreeked within
his jurisdiclion with all their cargo. Beo Sen, Military Syslem of the
Marathas, Chapler XIIT.
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will see the satisfaction it gives, and also the fair-
ness thereof.

(Giveu at the City of Cochim, 8th I'ebruary).

(8d.) G. W. Vay ImmoOrT.
J. V. 8ty Vanw GoLLewnesss,"

1T

“"Articles of the Trealy and agreement belween
the TTonomrable plenipotentinry of the East Tndia
Company and the accredited Ambassadors of
Sambasy Angrea Sarkel, based on the several
articles ol the Trealy nbove meniioned, as to how
passing ships have to make themselves known.

1. The ships of the Company shall be fur-
nished with a speeial pass, whieh shall be com-
pleted with o seal and the signature of the Gover-
nor of Cochim with such yearly alterations to pre-
veni imitation as the Company shall approve and
consider necessary, and fo which Bambasy Angrea
Sarkel shall agree. A copy of this pass shall be
given cvery year lo the Ambassadors, whom
Sambasy Angrea Sarkel is hound under the above
article to send yearly to Cochim, and if, through
unforeseen circumstances, this cannot be done, then
shall the ships of the Company, sailing for Cochim
in the next favourable monsoon, be given the pass
of the previous year, and Sambasy Angrea shall by
letter be informed of the same and whether the
letter is received or not, he, well aware of the
fact, that the Ambassadors have not proceeded to
Cochim, and therefore, passes have not been re-

7— 13288
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newed, shall be bound to accept the passes of the
previous year as il they were rencwed, and make
no objection asg good faith demands.

2. That, since somne ships may not touch at
Cochim, and may, therefore, not he fnrnished with
passes, ships of Sambusy Angrea nob excluded, the
article of the general treaty ns a whole, which
gives the ships frecdom of passage will in sueh cnses
come into force. When the Company's ships show
their flag to the Angreans homage will he pud (o
them in the following manner.

8. As it is not safe to rely upon show of Nugs
which can be made use of for its own profil, so
that in many ecases there may be uncertainty, we
have found it expedient to order that the ships of
Sambasy Angrea will be allowed o approach with-
in a gunshot’s distance of the bow of the Com-
pany's ships, and also to hoist the Dutel flag, as
provided in the above arlicle 7.

The Company’s ship or ships having heen
sighted they shall be bound 1o turn 1o the wind,
and put out a bont when they see that one of the
Commanders is on the way, the bouls on either side
shall not have more than 7 or 9 oars, and no more
men than is neccessary for sieh a boat, and no
weapons or anything that may cause suspicion be-
sides a man at the rudder, and an officer to hand
in the message. The above mentioned hoat shall
meet the Company’s boat showing her pass, and
the officer shall inspect the Angrean original or
copy of the pass. The boats will relurn to their
own ships, and Sambasy Angrea's ship shall leave
immediately.



DUTCH EXPLEDITION AGAINST GHERIA, 1739 51

4. The same procedure is approved for the
CUompany's ships which bave no pass, with this
difference, that such a ship must have a general
sen pass, or o letter with fhe Compnny's seal, and
shall have to show this to the officer of Sambasy
Angrea, ind every thing shall be done in the
sne manner as ordered for other ships so as to
have n clear iden us to what part of India the
ships may snil,

The ships of Sambasy Angrea wishing to hold
up ships, shall arrange it as early as possible to en-
able the men {o return to their ships before sun-
seb, but at night it should not take place, as the
rules ol prudence preseribe, and all who act to the
eomtravy shull have io fake the consequences
wherchy the treaty with Sambasy Angrea shall be
broken, unless it clearly proves to be a  mistake,
and immediate satisfaction is given [or the damage
done.

(i. That this may happen less often, and that
hoth sides may renlise this better, all ships of the
Company whieh pass by Cochim shall be given an
anthentie letier of instruction, and Sambagy Angrea
shall he hound to do the same to all the captains of
his ships, so that they may not plead ignorance
thereof.

(Given in the City of Cochim, 8th February,
1739.)

(8d.) G. W. Vaxw ImHOFF.
J. V. 8rery Van GoLrENESSE."

10669
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The terms were humiliating and hard and no-
thing but a shaitering defeat would induce Sam-
baji to accept them. The Dutch could make
common cause with other European powers in India
to enforee their claims, The Angrian had been at
open war with the Hoglish sinee 1718, The
Angria's leet was also involved in the hostilitics
which then prevailed between the Maratha empire
and the Portuguese state and the DPortugnese had
experienced some bad reverses in the very walers
over which they had once cxercised unchallenged
authority. They welcomed the Dnuich fleet at
Agoada with open ayms and suggested that all
European nations should pool their resources in a
joint eflort against the common adversary., Why
the negotiations made no progress we do not know.
It was certainly not for any lack of sincerity on the
part of the Porfuguese. Probably the Duteh lLad
a poor opinion of them, or perhaps the memory of
the Anglo-Portuguese expedition of 1721 stood in
the way of a fresh allinnee with another European
power. In any case the Duieh fleet sailed to the
Angrinn  walers. The Chiel Commander was
authorised {o land a fighting force in Angria's
territories, or to bombard his sirongholds or to
geek the enemy on the sea. DBut his movements
hencelorth are obscure. It is clear that Siersma's
grand expedition on which his official superiors had
built such high hopes accomplished nothing. Ob-
viously he had not landed his troops and it is ap-
parent that he returned to Cochim without fighting
Sambhaji’s fleet. Van Gollenesse made a veiled
reference to the ill success of the expedition in a



DUTCH EXPEDITION AGAINST GHERIA, 1739 53

memorandum on Indian affairs prepared for the
perusal of Siersma himself. * What happened
hetween the ITon’ble Company and those pirates,
how they eaptured the Ceylon and Cochim yachis
and how their Right Worshipluls wished to take
revenge by sending a considerable squadron fo that
place in the year 1739 under your Worship's Com-
mand wned what the result of this was need not be
rvelated here, because all this is (ully known to
your Worship and ean be read in the records. Their
Right Worshipluls have since ordered by despatch,
dated B0th October, 1739, that they must be in-
jured in every possible way until they make hon-
ourable amends.’" Despite the best efforts of the
Dutch the Angria waxed stronger and stronger
until in 1742 his Caplains boldly entered the road-
stead of Calicut, the sonthernmost point hitherto
reached by them, with seven big and twenty-three
small ships and inflicted immense loss on the
merchant-shipping foreign and indigenous. The
Duteh eould do little to curb Sambhaji’s power and
the conquest of Gheria was left for another mari-
time nation of the west with whom they had once
contested [or the supremacy on the sea.

| Galletti, Burg and Groot, The Dutch in Malabar, p. 89.
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While examining the Portuguese records ab
Gon in 1DY5, 1 camme across three letlers addressed
to one Raghunathji Angrin whom 1 could not iden-
tify at the time,  In my report on Lhe historieal
records nt Gon I made the following ohservations :

" We cannot eonelude this section  without
making a reference to another Angrin who bore the
same nome a8 the Lord of Colaba. We come neross
three letlers addressed to him in the [Tth volume
of the Livros dos Reis Visinlhos. He is dilferently
called Raghuji and Raghunathji, but he is styled
as ' Cabo da Arinada de Aidar Aly Can ' or Caplain
of Haidar Ali's fleet, Tt is possible that o seion of
the Anpgria family had entered [Taidar’s  service
alter the fall of Gherin, We know nothing how-
ever about Haidar Ali’s Caplain Raghuji. T4 will
be somewhat rash to identify him with the Tiord of
Colaba. TFor while the one is distinelly siyled as
Cabo da Armada de Aidar Aly, the other is always
mentioned as Lord of Colaba probably to distin-
guish him from his less exalled namcsake. He
might be closely related to Tulaji whose line be-
came cxlinet according to the Paire Yadi account.
It is needless to say that Haidar would gladly wel-
come an Angria in his country and put him in
charge of his fleet as the reputation of this family
of senmen as intrepid naval leaders had spread all
over the Deccan.”
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I referred to Raghunath again on pages 230-81
of my Military System of the Marathas, where
I wrote: ** The last days of Tulaji were spent as a
prisoner of the Pesliwa. After his death his sons
managed {o reach Bombay, but all troce of them
from that date is lost. The Portugnese papers men-
tion n Raglumath Angria, who was a Caplain in
Hyder Ali’s fleet, hut there is no evidence forth-
coming ol his relnlion {o Tulaji."

Recenily my aitention has been drawn hy my
[riend and pupil Dr. P. C. Gupla of the Caleutta
University to a leller of “* Ragoonathji Angria ™
preserved among the Bombay records which go a
long way to prove that Raghunathji Angria of the
Portuguese records might after all be a son and
heir of Tulaji Angrin. The relevant portion of
the letter runs as follows :

“.....Toolaji Angrin my father was in posses-
sion of Gheria and the coast and forts in the Concon
situated between that place and Bombay which
is now in possession of the Mahrattas. T, who am
the lincal descendant of Toolajee Angria, am now
in the greatest distress. The English have always
endeavoured to root out their cnemics and have ex-
tended their proteclion {o those who chose to live
peaceably under their government. The Mahrattas
of themselves never would have conquered and
taken ounr forts and stronghold in the Conecon, had
they not been assisied by the English whose ships
of war and ships came to fhoir aid. The country
was afterwards given up by the English to the
Maliratias, since which I have been wandering
and in distress and have written this to intimate to
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you, that it is my wish fo place mysel( under the
protection of his Briftanic Masters flag and should
any dilference lake place between the English Com-
pany and Poona Government T will then join the
former and will procure a Jarge foree o nssist..."”

The letter was dated Avd Angust, 1800 and the
identity of name and proximity of time naturally
lead us to conclnde that Lhe writer wus no other
than our old friend Raghunath of the Dortuguese
records, We know that after Tnlaji’s death his
sons managed to reach Bombay, Obvionsly one of
them travelled south and found ewployment  in
ITaidar Ali's flect.  Tn 1800, he addressed the letter
quoted above to the Govermment of Bombay and
tried to revive his elaim {0 his [ather’s fief,
Although we know nothing more about lim, seraps
of information thus collected may throw fresh light
on the later history of the house of Angrin,



A NOTE ON THE ANNEXATION OF JAWLI

In 1655 Shivaji annexed Jawli. The reason
was obvious. With Jawli in wunfriendly hands,
Shivaji could not expect to extend his territories
towards the south. The annexation, however,
could not be effected by penceful persnasion. Tt
involved the death of the ruling chief and the arrest
and execution of many of his kith and kin. So far
ihere is no difference ol opinion. The main fact of
conquest and annexation, apart from minor details,
remains undisputed. But the meihods form a sub-
jeel of keen eontroversy. Unlil vecently Sabhasad’s
story was widely aceepted and there was no substan-
tinl difference between his version of the Jawlh
incident and that of Malhar Ramrao Chitnis. If
Babhasad is to be credited, the conquest of Jawli
was facilitated and completed by a series of pre-
meditated murders committed with Shivaji’s pre-
vious approval by his trusted agents. One of them,
Raghunath Ballal, proceeded to Jawli, apparently
on & friendly mission, sought a private interview
with the unsuspecting chief and availed himself of
the earliest opportunity of stabbing him and his
brother Suryaji Rao to death. Shivaji promptly
appeared on the scene and captured Jawli with little
difficulty as the defending forces had been complete-
ly demoralised by the unforeseen calamity. The
Mores, however, soon found another champion and

B— 18288
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rallied under the leadership of Hanumant Rao who
had his head quarters at Chatorbet. Shivaji decided
to remove ‘‘ this thorn '’ and Sambhaji Kavji suc-
cessfully repented the feat of Raghunath Ballal when
a third More succuinbed to an assassin’s  dagger.
Such, in short, is the story which gained eurrency
in Maharashira and abroad sinee 1G94,

A different story iz told by the anomymous
author of a later chironicle.  The late Rao Bahadur
D. B. Parasnis published a hriel chronicle of ihe
Moves of Jawli in the now delfunet Hihas Sungrahat
According 1o this chronicle, the founder of the Jawli
family distinguished himsell in the serviee of the
Adilshahi ruler of Bijapur and earned ibe golden
opinion ol his master by killing a ferocions  figer
single handed. His prowess was fttingly rewarded
with the hereditary title of Raja and the prineipalily
of Jawli, then a wild tiger-land ordinarily shunned
by peacelul people. The first Chandra Rao was
succeeded by seven rulers in furn, when the muin
line came to an end, and the mother of the lust Raja
adopled a young man from a co-lateral brancl of
the family. Tt was [rom this prinee, Krishnaji Baji,
that Shivaji conquered Jawli after four months of
arduous fighting. Shivaji was prepared to ireat his
captive with all honour and consideration, but the
unfortunate man, nnable 1o reconecile himself to
his lot, opened a seeret correspondence  with
Shivaji's enemies. The conspiracy was promptly
suppressed and Krishnaji Baji was forthwith put to
death.

1 Sphuta Lekha, pp. 91-29,
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Parasnis himsell did not accept this account
in toto. In * A Hislory of the Maratha People, a
joint work of Messrs. Parasnis and Kincaid, it is
aditted that Balaji More and his brother met their
el ab the hands of Raghunath Ballal and Sambliaji
Wavji while engnged in a private interview, but it is
tenied that their mmurder was premeditated.  On the
other hund it is contended that Shivaji made repeated
wbberipls to concilinte Balaji, the ruling prince of
Jawli, but without any effect. When friendly
negolintions lailed Shivaji had no other alternative
but to declare open war against the recalcitrant
prince.  Messrs, Kineaid and Parasnis tried to
justify Shivaji's conduct, but ihe main story, as told
by Subhasad, remained unchallenged. I was left
for the late Mr. C. V. Vaidya to call the Maratha
court historian's veracity into question.

Mr. Vaidya relies mainly on the evidence of
two contemporury works—Shivg Bharat, o Sanskrit
epie by Paramananda, u Brahman scholar of note,
anel the ehironologieal notes aseribed to the Jedhes.
DParamananda says thal Shivaji capfured the impreg-
nable fort of Juwli alter deleating Bajraj, Krishnaraj
and their lather Chandraraj. The Jedhe chronology
refers to the reduction of Jawli affer open fighting
in Paush, 1577 (December, 1655), which was follow-
ed by the capture of Rairi four months later, when
Chandra Rao More was induced to capitulate by
Haibat Rao and Balaji Nayak Silimbkar. On the
lace of it, this evidence appears quite conclusive,
but it is difficult to explain why Krishnaji Anant
Sabhasad, of all persons, should go out of his way
to fabricate a false story about the conquest of Jawli
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and gratuitously defame Shivaji whom he apparent-
ly revered.

IKrishnaji Anant was a contemporary of Shivaji,
conversant with the events of his times, He oceu-
pied a position of trust and influence at the court of
Jinji. He was specially commissioned by Rajaram
to compile o biography ol Shivaji and Krishnaji
Auant compleled this task in 1694, ouly thirby-nine
years after the Jawli incident. At that date many
of the junior ecouteruporaries ol Shivaji were still
alive, and they would certainly not let a lie about
the greab king pass unchallenged. Nor was it likely
that a courtier of Krislmaji Anant’s position would
lghtly libel bis master's father in a work meant for
that master's eyes.  The obvious conclusion is that
Sabbasad's account was by no means unfounded and
the contradiction of the Jedhe Karina and the Jedhe
chronology is more appavent than real. The briel
notes in the Jedbe chironology may nof, afler all, be
irrceoncilable with the wore detailed account of
Krighnaji Anant Sabhasad.

It is sometimes ignored that ** Chandra Rao "'
was the hereditary title ol the ruling chiefs of Jawli,
not a personal name, and when one Chandra Rawo
died his successor automatically assumed the title.
In this connection reference may be made to the
term "' Chandrardjapada ' of verse 209, canto 18 of
Shivg Bharal. We cannot diseard Sabhasad’s slory
without establishing the identity of the Chandra
Rao whom Raghunath Ballal interviewed and killed.
According to the Jawlikar More Bakhar, the lust
Chandra Rao's personal name was Krishnaji Baji
(while the Mahabaleshwar Bakhar calls him
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Balaji). This was obviously an error, for the same
chronicle asserts that lie had been adopted by the
widow of Balaji Chandra Rao, mother of Daulat Rao
Chandra Rao. His name, therefore, should have
been Krishnaji Balaji, and not Krishnaji Baji, sup-
posing that the first nnme was correct,  In all pro-
bability confusion is made here with Krishnaji Rao
nied Baji Roo of the Shiva Bhirat, sons of that
Chandra Rao whom Shivaji had overthrown., In
case, Lowever, the adoption was made by Daulal
Rao's wile, the sccond name of Krishnaji should
lve been Daulat Rao instead of Baji. Mr. Vaidya
thinks that Krishnaji's father was installed as his
guardian at Jawli, but.this assumption is hardly
supported by the Shiva Bharat. The ** janaka "
(progenitor) of Krishnaji could not style himself as
Chandra Rao, though according to the chronicle he
wis o More, unless he was the ruling Chief of Jawli.
Yet the Shive Bhirat definitely asserts that Shivaji
overtlirew or chastised Bejraj, Krishnaraj and their
father Chandra Raj. Obviously, therefore, neither
Krighnaji nor Baji could have been an adopled son;
their {ather was a ruler of Jawli, or he would not be
styled as Chandra Raj by a contemporary poet. Once
this view is accepted, there hardly remains any 1n-
consistency between Sabhasad’s account and the
brief notes in the Jedbe chronology. It' was
Krishnaji and Baji’s father whom Raghunath inter-
viewed, and his death was followed by Shivaji's con-
quest of Jawli. Sabhasad is gsilent about the sons
of Chandra Rao. Apparently they fled to Rairi and
the elder of the two naturally assumed the ancestral
title. So when Rairi [ell in Vaishikha of 1578, the
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chief who surrendered is mentioned by his title and
not by his personal name.

It may be objecied thal the Shira Bhirat, a
confemporary work, definitely asserts thal Shivaji
overthirew Chandra Rao in a battle. We should not
lorged that the Shiva Bhiral is n poelieal work and
i1s not free from poetical leenses,  Contemporary
poradas abont the Alzal Khan ineident and the
reduction of Sinhgnrh are not free fron exaggerations
and inaceuracics. Moreover, Chianudra Ruao and his
sons are mentioned in the same verse (No. 4 of
Canto 18).  Obviously the poet is giving only a brief
outline of the inecident, and we need not be surprised
il he magnifies a minor seufile, which must have
taken place in that lonely chamber where Raghnnath
interviewed the unfortunate chiel, into n real battle.
Al bost, Sabhasad wuas guilty ol an omission. He
certainly did nol [abricate a [alse story to ruin the
reputation of his sovereign.

Sir Jadunath Sarkar thinks that o reconstruc-
tion of Sabhnsad’s story is necessary. Tn the (st
edifion of lLis Shivagi and His Times he mixed up the
details given by differenti chroniclers. e is now
inclined to assign to 91 Qalmi Ballar a place sccond
to Sabhasad alone in importance and reliability.
This is hardly justified by a critical examination of
the text. I have dealt with this question -else-
where.! Buffice it o say, that Sabhasad nowhere
asserts that Raghunath Ballal went to the Jawli
court to negotiate a matrimonial alliance. Ap-
parently a confusion was made by Malhar Ramrao

1Bee Shivafi Nibandhavali, Val. I
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Chitnis and the author of the 91 Qalmi Bakhar, who
asserts that Shivaji sent Raghunath to solicit on his
behalf the hand of Chandra Rao's daughter. Ac-
cording to the Shivadigvijaya, Raghunath proposed
a marrisge between Shivaji and Hanumant Rao's
daughter. There is no inherent inconsistency in
Sabhasad’s account of the conquest of Jawli. Raghu-
nath went on a political mission and murdered
Chandra Roo and lis brother Suryaji Rao. Shivaji
immediately fell upon the demoralised forces and
captured Jawli. But he found that Hanumant Rao
conld not be easily dislodged from Chaturbet and
Sambhaji Kavji sought a private audience with
Hanumant on the pretence of negotiating a matri-
monial alliance. It is to be noted that the same
trap was not laid for Chandra Rao and Hanumant
Rao, and the latter might have been genuinely
anxious to bring the feud to a satisfactory close, as
the power of the Mores was certainly on the wane.
There is no reason fo reject any part of Krishnaji
Sabhasad’s story, for it was undoubtedly checked by
well informed persons, because later chroniclers in
their ignorance mixed up the order of events. Even
Sir Jadunath Sarkar seems to be uncertain in his
attitude, for while he definitely ascribes the murder
of Hanumant Rao to Raghunath Ballal Sabnis in
his revised account of the conquest of Jawli,* he later
accepts the original story of S8abhasad and describes
Sambhaji Kavji as '* the murderer of Hanumant
Rao More.”"® Sabhasad is not guilty of such incon-
sistencies and the authenticity of his story is not

1P, 44, 8rd Nd.
1P, &6
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shaken by My, Vaidya's criticism. Shivaji was a
greab man in more senses than one, and his reputa-
tion does not rest on isolated incidents. 1 he con-
quered Jawli by fraud intermixed with foree, he did
g0 in pursuanee of o great ideal, the achievement of
Swirng, the Toundntion of Maharashtra Padshabi,



SETTLEMENT OF THE PESHWA'S
TERRITORIES

The complete collapse of the Maratha military
power in 1818 is easily explained. A feudal [orce
of ill-paid, ill-equipped and badly led mercenaries
yielded to superior organisation, superior science
and superior leadership. It marked the triumph of
progress over stagnation, of heterodoxy over orthe-
doxy, of growing nationalism over feudal decadence.
The success of British arms caused no surprise.
Conquest was easily achieved, anmexation followed
as a matter of course, the Peshwa went to exile, but
few could forcsee at the moment that the Marathas
would so readily accept the new order of things.
They did not lack in martial ardour and they stood
to lose everything they had so long held dear. Yet
the annexation of the Peshwa's territories was not
followed by any serious outbreak. Here is verily a
miracle that demands explanation.

The credit of this marvellons achievement must
go to Monntstuart Elphinstone. The final autho-
rity of approving or disapproving n particular policy,
of pursning or avoiding a particular conrse of action
did indeed rest with the Marquis of Hastings. But
Elphinstone was the man on the spot, and enjoyed,
to a remarkable degree, the confidence of the
\Governor-Gteneral. His knowledge of men and
things in the-Maratha land was both intimate and

9— 18288
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wide and he had been closely associated with the
Poona Darbar during the closing years of its
chequered existence.  When the brief war was
speeding on to its conclusion the Governor-General
wisely left to Elphinstone the supremely important
and far more difficult task of consalidating the grins
ol war through the slower and surer process of
‘peace. The seitlement of the Peshwa's territorices
amply proves that his confidence was not in the
least misplaced,

The mnain details ol the settlement are quite
‘well-known and the principle underlying themn is
-not difficult to infer. But Elphinstone has not lelt
s to grope in the dark and to guess his nims and
objects as best ns we can. In a despatch dated the
'18th June, 1818, he so clearly explained his scheme
:to the Governor-General and so Incidly argued ils
utility with reference to the political condition ol the
Maratha empire as to leave mothing in doubf or
‘obseurity. It is a pity that, while his Report on
the Peshwa’s lerritories hias been printed more than
once, this unique state paper has not yet been
brought fo light.

Elphinstone was too keen an observer to indulge
in sweeping generalisation. The keynote of his
policy was forbearance and concilintion. He
knew that thie Maratha empire was not a harmonious
whole but a loose union of heterogeneous units.
Each interest had, therefore, to be separately treat-
ed with particular reference to the loeal condition.
The Maratha soldier and the Brahman administrator

| Forsign Dept, Becret Cons,, 25 Sept, 1818, No. 8,
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had so long been accustomed to look after their own
individual interests irrespective of the national wel-
fare at Jarge. 1In fact ties of nationality were yet
ignored though the bonds of religion and race were
frankly recognised. Ilphinstone felt that if he
could allay the natural appreliension of the Jabgir-
dars, Inamdars and peily Watandars about their
own status under the new dispensation, his task of
restoring pence aud order in the recently reduced
territorics wonld be considerably [acilitated, and for
bhie time being at least the class that counted would
not scriously challenge the new administration,
He sct himself to earn the confidence of the gentry
who stood to lose by the Peshwa's fall and he framed
his scheme of the new settlement with that object
in view.

According to Elphinstone the Peshwa's terri-
tories [cll into four distinet divisions: (1) the
Karnatak between the Krishna and the Tunga-
bhadra, (2) the Maratha country proper, (3) the
Konkan and (4) Khandesh. At the time he wrote
his despatch, the Karnatak, the Maratha country
and the Konkan had been completely subjugated,
but in Khandesh the Peshwa's partisans were still
in arms. The Kanarese speaking people of the
Karnatak had no love for their Maratha rulers and
were not likely to regret a change of masters pro-
vided they were fairly and efficiently governed.
The Marathas, however, could not be expected to-
reconcile themselves so easily to the loss of their
national greatness. The peasants, who formed the
bulk of the population, took little interest in poli-
tics, and would passively submit to any administra-
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tion that guaranfeed to them the fruits of their
labour. The soldiery and the ruling classes would
have to De seriously taken inlo account and the
military forces would have to be kepl on the wur
fouting as g necessary measure of precaution,
lilphinstone then sums up his main proposals
in une briel parugraph: " Next (o mwainfaming
such a loree as shall prevent all thoughts ol rebel-
lion, the best means of securing the tranquillily ol
the conquered country is to coneciliste the people;
the Marathas by setting up the Rajah ol Satara and
by liberalily to the Jageerdars: the Brahmins hy
leeeping up their pensions and religious institutions;
both castes by finding cmployment for the civil and
military servants of the former Princes, and all by
just and good Government. 1t is however o be
remenibered that even just Government will not be
a blessing il al variance with the habils and charac-
ter of the nation.” In short, Elphinstone wanted
to rendor the revolutionary change, which the
British conquest nccessarily implied, us impereep-
tible and as inconspicuous ag he could. The [ull of
the Pesliwa was a patent lacl, bul the Peshwa was
only the de facto head of the Mavatha empire, the
Rajn of BSatara was the de jure sovereign. Ilis
authority, revived within a limited area, gave the
Marathas some semblance of national independence.
And the eivil administration in the rest of the em-
pire was to be conducled on the old lines with the
maximum of efficiency and the minimum of abuse.
It was left entirely to Elphinstone’s discretion
whether the Rajn of Satara should be assigned a
small sovereignty or a suitable Jahgir, and he deli-
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berately decided in favour of creating a small inde-
pendent principality for the lineal descendant of
Shivaji. 1t was not worely a concession to Maratha
sentiments, but it constituted o formal guarantee to
the vascilating military elements in the country
that Cheir cconomic inlerests were not Lo sulfer and
there still remained an anple sphere lor their pro-
fessional cwployient.  ** Af the time when I had
to decide,”” writes Elphinstone, ‘' the Marathas
showed no  disposition whatever to quit the
Puishwa's  stundurd, and il appeared not im-
probuble that the dread of the complete ex-
tingbion  of  their national independence and
still more that of the entire loss of their means
of subsistence [rom the want of a Government like-
ly to employ them would induce them to adhere to
Bajee Row with an obstinacy that eould never have
been produced by alleetion [or his person or inlerest
in his cause.”” The newly constituted principality
of Salara would, therefore, offer g new avenue for
the ambiiion of the Maratha soldier and civilian,
Nor was that all. If ihe entire country had been
immediately placed under British administration the
discontented elements, however insignificant, would
be a cause ol consianl worry and anxiety to the
British rulers. But if the old ruling family of
Satara was vestored to a [ragment of ils former
kingdom, on the analogy of the Hindu dynasty of
Mysore, people, rightly or wrongly aggrieved with
the new state of things, might migrate to Satara
where the indigenous system would still survive.
The revival of the Chhatrapati's sovereignty,
even within a restricted sphere, was not without its
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inherent risk. With the deposition of the Peshwa
disappearcd the last visible bond that still gave the
loose [eudal empire an apparent orn ol unity. The
Chltrapati of Satara had inherited great traditions
and wmight serve as a symbol of the vanished glories
which a later gencration might nspive to revive,
The Raja of Satavs might still rally all the discon-
tented elements in his race under the vehre-coloured
standard of Shivaji. A Iar-sighted statesman,
Elphinstone conld not possibly overlook this lutent
danger. He, therelore, recommended that ** the
Rajal’s dignity shounld be serupulously preserved
while his total separation from all the [orner de-
pendents of his nominal state should be explicitly
declared.” The principality of Batara was 1o serve
as a safety valve against Maratha discontent brewing
underground without being a breeding place for
future troubles.  Elphinstone also suggesied thai
““ gome provision may be neeessary to secure the
Jageerdars who are under him lrom being worse off
than they were under the Paisliwa.”

He next dealt with the Jahgirdars who ocen-
pied an imporiant place in the Maratha seheme of
things. The [riendly Jahgirdars were to be liberal-
ly rewarded with addition lo their ficls, and in
Elphinstone’s eyes nentralily, apparent or real, was
as good as friendly co-operation, but unfriendly
chiefs were not to be entirely deprived of their means
of subsistence. Under the first category came the
great Patwardhan Chiefs * of the southern Maratha

1 The Potwnrdhan family split into many hranchea of which
those of Bangh, WMirj, Jemikhandi, Tesgoon, Herondwnd and
Gajendragnd deserve mention,
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country and the Desai of Kittur.! The attitude of
the Patwardhans had at first been wavering and
undeeided but they uliimately took the important
step of withdrawing from the Peshwa's camp.
With characteristic canlion they leept the route of
retreat open and did not entirely burn their boats.
While they opened [riendly negotiations with the
Euglish they maintained an outward show of loyalty
towards the Peghwa, but Elphinstone maintained
that ** the impression made by their conduet wns
nearly the same as that of an open defection,”” and
rccommended an addition of three lakhs to their
Jahgir. The Desai of Kitlur slood on a different
[ooting. 1lis ancestors were ruling princes, but
the principality had been reduced by Tipu Sultan
of Mysore. TIn 1792 it was ceded to the Marathas,
and during the anarchy and chaos that lollowed the
second DBaji Rav's accession to the mmusnad, the
Desai prompily asserted his independence. He
was, however, persuaded by Sir Barry Close to
vome to terms wilh the Peshwa. When war broke
out he stood aloof and ** though he might have had
a small party of horse with the Paishwa, he showed
much more readiness to acl with General Munro than
with that Prince.”” Elphinstone, therefore, agreed
with General Munro thai the Desai should be for-
mally restored to his ancient status of a tributary
prince and the arrears of his rent, which the British
Government, as the de facto and de jure successors of

1 Tn the Bempgaon teluks of Pelgeum district, To 1624 the Deeai
disd withont issue and the principality was formelly anoexed by the
PBritish Indinn Government,
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the Peshwa, might legally claim, should be totally
remitted.

Far different was the case of Appa Desai of
Nipani.! Unlike the Patwardhans he remained
with the Peshwa until his defeat by Col. Adams but
like them he always kept up a friendly communica-
tron with General Munro and Mountstuart Tlphins-
tone. As a consequence he did not entirely lose his
bet though he had backed the wrong horse. He was
now deprived of Chikali and Manoli, and these two
talukas, long coveted by the Raja of Kollinpur, went
to reward his zeal and fidelily. These Jahgirdars
were left in enjoyment of all their aneient rights and
privileges and did not lose even the advaniages de-
rived from the laxily of the former administration.
Elphinstone wrote : ** These JTageerdars must by
our agreement with them continne to he governed
according to terms of Punderpoor which are found-
ed'on the ancient enstom of the Maratin Empire,
They must therefore have the eniire management of
their own jageers including the power of life  and
death, and must not be interfered with hy Govern-
ment unless in case of very flagrant abnse of power
or long continunance of gross misgovernment. Their
contingents ought only to he called ont for general
service, but they ought fo assist in quelling any
disturbance in their immediate mneighhourhood.
Whén their contingent is called out, it ought not to
be strictly mustered and one fourth of the stipnlated
number of Horse onght to he considered sufficient;

! Forty miles north of Belganm. Tn 1889 the principality Inpaed
ip the British Government,
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il uny stricter rule is observed they will be losers by
their transfer to our Government,’*

The lesser Jahgirdars belonged to two main
classes—(1) those who held lands for the payment
ol troops hesides rent (ree grants for their personal
expenses and (2) those who held lands for their own
support alone.  Unlike the bigger fief holders, they
enjoyed no independent juvisdiction, and it was
obvious that they would have to live like ordinary
citizens under the British Magisirates. Rlphin-
stone pointed out that the Magistrates should, for a
time at least, exercise their authority ** with caution
and consideration for the habits and praetice of the
Maratta Chiefs." Those of the lesser chiefs who
did not promptly lay down their arms after Elphins-
tone's first proclamation would be pormitted to re-
tain their personal jahgir alone and forfeit such
grants as they might enjoy on terms of military
service, ' Tt is politic and humane,”’ Elphinstone
observed, ' to allow a liberal mainienance even to
those who have obstinately resisted us, but it is
neither required hy hmmanity nor poliey to give such
persons the command of troops paid from the reve-
nues which have fallen into our hands.”

Policy demanded that the religions establish-
ments of the old government shonld not he disconti-
nned all at once. The last Peshwa used to spend
nearly 15 lakhs of Rupces per year in indiscriminate
charity from which Brahmans alone, irrespective of
their learning and piety, profited. The Dakshina
gifts had a long history and were first instifuted by
the Dabhades of Talegnon. Elphinstone suggested

that the huge amount spent in useless charity might
10— 18388
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be conveniently reduced to a more reasonable propor-
tion and profitably utilised in instituting two Hindu
Colleges at Nasik ! and Wai,* both well-known cen-
tres of Sanskrit learning, while the Raja of Satara
could be expected to maintain the ordinary religions
establishments of Maharashira,

The auxilinry forces were not lo be immediate-
ly disbanded; firstly beeause they might be required
to suppress any politieal disturbanee that might
breuk ont in the [air season, seeondly, a large nume-
ber of men, so long aceustomed {o derive their liveli-
hood from the mililary profession, were not to be
suddenly thrown oul of employment. A nceegsary
respile was, therefore, given them, so that they
might adjust themselves Lo the new orvder of things,
A [air proportion of them was expected to find cin-
ployment in the newly constituted prineipality of
Satara, while others might be reernited by the
bigger Jahgirdars. Tlphinstone was anxions to
maintain the economic slability of the conquered
country at all costs and fo give as [ew ocensions [or
discontent as possible.

With regard to civil administration also
the same policy of caution was to be pursued and all
inmovations were 1o be avoided. ** This last rule
I am still anxious to enforee,”' he wrote, ' and to
endeavour to show the people that they are {o expect
no change but in the better adminisiration of their

1107 milea from Bombay and § miles from Nasik Road Blakion
of the G. I. P. Ry., one of the most sacred places of the Hindus,
220 miles from Balars town and 15 miles from Mahobaleshwar,

Whai is o well-known place of pilgrimage on the river Krishna,
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former Laws.” He added, '' Even if they were
quietly imposed, it is a question whether our regu-
lations would be beneficial to the people in their pre-
sent state.”” Alter enumerating the evil effects such
experiments were likely to have, he opines, *' the
presenk systewn is probubly not bad in itself as the
country has prospered under it notwithstanding the
[cebleness and corruptness with which it was ad-
minisiered. At all events it is generally known and
understood. It suits the people, whom indeed it
has helped to lorm, and it probably is capable of
being made tolerably perfect by gradual improve-
ments iniroduced as they appear io be called for."
So the Patil and the Mamlatdar continued to lune-
tion, the Panchayets still met and deliberated under
the village tree and the wvillage community was
granted o [resh lease of lile. The shepherd tended
his flock by the green hillside, the peasant reaped his
harvest in the valley below, the artisan plied his
ancestral irade within the village wall, unaware of
the great political change that had faken place ai
Poona and Satara, while the revolulion that was to
overtake their sccluded world crept on slow, imper-
ceptible and unobstrusive.  'When the Patil was
shorn of his power, the Panchayets made room for
irained judges and the village communities became
a vague memory, the Marathas had quielly beaten
their swords into plough shares and had calmly taken
to the peaceful avocations that Pax Britannica
permitted. Elphinstone knew that patience and
forbearance pay even in politics, that conciliation is
a potent sedative while force frustrates its own pur-
pose, that toleration, even of prejudices, paves the
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way of relorm far more surely than intolerance, and
that real statesmunship avoids unnceessary haste,
repression and intolercnce, and takes a long view

of things.



A PORTUGUESE ACCOUNT OF
HAIDAR ALl

I
The Portnguese used to take a keen inlerest
in their immediate neighbours. The Governors
and Vieeroys of Goa deemed it ineumbent upon
them to keep the home government well-informed
aboul Indian allairs and political events of the
slightest importance seldom escaped their nolice,
particularly when they were likely to affect their
policy and plans. A Torlugnese writer essayed
an claborate biography of Shivaji as carly as 1695
and il is no wonder {hat a brief biographical
sketch of Haidar Ali should be despaiched to
Lighon soon after that Muslim adventurer had con-
golidated  his  avthority at Seringapatam and
extended bis conquest to the confines of FPhonda.
ITaidar reduced the principality of Sunda in
December, 1763, and that exploit was duly men-
tioned in the biographical sketeh which was en-
closed in a letier, dated the 26th January, 1764.
Evidently the writer tried to be up-to-date and prob-
ably his is the earliest account of Haidar Ali’s career
now available to us.
In 1764 Haidar was a power fo be counted,
but it is doubtful whether much was known about
his childhood and youth. Col. Wilks had often
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to depend on oral information when he compiled
his monumental work and it is quite natnral that
the Portuguese writer should begin  his  aceount
from Nanda Raj's alliance with Dupleix agninst
Muhammad Ali and the English, [or TTaidar laid
the foundation of his [uture gresiness during that
war. Thoe narrafive is exceedingly mengre, firstly
because il was but an annexe to an oflicial corres-
pondence and secondly beeause sullicient malerials
for a detailed biography were not wvailable af thal
date. Brief as it 18, the account is not withoul
interest to students of Indian History in spite ol ils
occasional inaccurncies. It is here thal we read
for the first time that Nanda Raj's [all was preei-
pitated by the infidelity of his white troops and
Haidar's ultimate triumph over Khande Rao was
partly due fo the desertion of Muslim officers of the
royal forces. Though Col. Wilks says nothing
about the European soldiers in Nanda Raj’s employ
there is no reason to reject the Portuguese oflicinl
version, lor the commanding oflicer was n Portu-
guese himsell and is mentioned by nwne, Nor is
the story about the French cacorls ol that diplomatic
prelate, the Bishop of Halicarnasus, imworthy of
credence. Thal Haidar had no seruples about lri-
bery and corruption is also well-known and ihe
Furluguese account of his rise and progress is sub-
stantially correct. The conquest of Sundn is
treated in greater details than in Wilks's History
of Mysore because the king was, as the writer con-
fesses, a much valued friend of the State and a
close neighbour whom the Portugucse [elt ealled
upon to shelter in sell-interest. In any case it is
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likely to be of use as a true index of the Portuguese
attitude towards Haidar Ali and their estimate of
his character, ability, policy and methods. So far
as 1 am aware Lhis inleresting ** noticén ' has not
yet been published either in original or in transla-
tion and T need not offer any apology for presenting
il in its English version to the public. The transla-
tion is [nithful Dut not  liternl. The original
manuseript forms item No, 12 of Maco 1T, Officios
tlos Governadores in the Archive Tliramarino of
Lisbon, which I lranscribed in Seplember, 1926,

I

Information about the origins of a Moovish (Mus-
lim) rebel, ealled Aidar and his vise till Lhe ac-
quisilion of the Litle of Nabobo Adidar Ali Can
and his (subsequent) progress and conquests.

This Moorish Nabobo is called Aidar. While
serving in the troops of Ananda Taja,® prince of
Maissnr, general of the King of SBering Patan, he
enlisted on his side some Moors, ealled Naiques, and
styled himsell as Aidar Naique.® Thereafter he
was promoted on acconnt of lis services to the cap-
taincy of a company of lancers called Pioens.?
He continued his services with high appreciatign

1 More correctly Nanjraj or Nanda Baj, the Dalwni, who hed
nsurped the authorily of the Rajs of SBcringspatan ard lhad his hsad-
quarters at Maisur,

% Haidar wos called o Naik, like his [other Lefore bim, beeauss
be commanded s small detachment, Sanslerit Napoka sicans o lesder,

3 Pegns or [ootmen.
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specially during the war of Trichinopoli * which
the above mentioned prinee deelared against Mamo-
dali Can, master of Areate, on behall of the Mrench
when M. Dupleix governed Pondicheri, whose pro-
tection Le carned by his distinguished services to
which he owed the honour of Anand Raja's conli-
dence in his fidelity. The latter inereased  the
troops * of Aidar Naique and enbrusted to him ihe
administration ol his army and his entire prinei-
pality.

Anand Raja did not know that in the comforl
he found in Aidar lay his final ruin, Lhe loss of his
principality and all his treasures, much less (did)
the King of Sering Patan (imagine) thal his inti-
macy with his vassal would reduee him Lo the same
state ns the prince commandant of his forees when
they would have no allernative but to submut them-
selves in mortal fear fo the will of their servant,

The elevation of Aidar Naigue 1o the
despotic  government of the kingdom of Muis-
sur enabled him to congpire against  the
person and estate of his master and  bene-
factor, for with this evil design he set fto
ingratiate himself with the King of Sering Tatan
and all the nobles of his courl so thai they might
be propitiated while he worked agninst Anand
Raja. Subsequently in 1759, having none to fear,
he availed himself of the [avourable times and

1The reference im to the second Carpatic War in which Nanda
Ntaj first participated as o parbisan of Mohommad Al buot later joined
the French,

! Haiilar was appainted Faujdar of Dindigal and his forees wera
considerably increased,
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raised more troops with the money he extorted
from the people.! He conguered strongholds and
cifics till he Jaid siege to the capital of Maissur, the
residence of his master, who defended himself with
incredible valour.® But Aidar through his nego-
tintions with Benbo de Campos, Portugnese com-
mander of {he white troops in the Anand Raja’s
service, induced him to desert (to the enemy) with
all hig following thongh the Commandani with the
Pe. T'r. Amaro, a Franciscan devotee, had swarn to
the miserable prince over an image of our Tady, the
Virgin, which he used to keep probably as a secret
Catholic, promising to eomply with his prayers not
to withdraw from his operations with the aloresaid
white troops, and Anand Raja found himsell com-
pelled to capitulate to his vassal. This detestable
treachery so much scandalised the whole kingdom
that it animated even the confidante ol Aidar, a
Gentoo Bramene, Candn Rao,® by name, who pri-
vately protesied to the King of Sering Patan that
unless he immediately devised some vemedy for
such glaring infidelity he would himsell' be shortly
reduced to the same miserable plight as his father-
in-law and general, the unfortunate Anand Raja.
Impressed by this warning the IKing issued
orders for the imprisonment or death of Aidar
Naique, but as the sccret of this important business

1A large sum was renlised in 1759 to pay indemnmity to the
Maraths invadera,

2 Mondn Haj was besioged at Maienr and defended himeell for
thres months, It ia to be noted that he bad been compelled to resign
bis office before these operalions.

i Khende Rao, a Mabgrashivs Deshman, wie Haider's Dewan
. and was mainly, if not wholly, responsible for his financial measures,

11—1%8E
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leaked,! the rebel succeeded in escaping from the
clutches of the executioners of the royal court,
whence he fled alone under cover of night with
some thirty horses and four camels loaded
with money and precious jewels. Fle songht
refuge in the sirongholds he Thad  redueced
above the defiles of Tripatur and Vanabari # and
obtained shelter agningt all Tmman expeetations at
Bangalur (which was) the eapital of his eonquests.
All other districts, situated below those passes, were
ceded to the Marata for the freedom of the army of
Muctumo Saibu,® Aidar Naique's brother-in-law,
whom Essagi Pant * had besieged in such a man-
ner that he could neither relieve the strongholds
nor cseape out ol his hands.

At this time the flourishing French seitlement
Pondicheri surrendered to the English who Thad
waged against the French a prolonged war by land
and sea. As Aidar Naique always enfertained the
design ol persecuting his sovereign he ensily secured
to his side a detachment of the French troops com-
manded by Mr. Alen, which probably accompanied
the Bishop of Aliearnasse,® who had gone up (the
mountaing) 1o conduet some megotiations with the

L According to Wilks, Ehande Rao connived sl Faidar's fight
aftor openly fidng on hia camp.

¥Both of fhess strongholds (Tripatore end Vaninmbaddy of
Wilks) are in the Bara Mabal Distriais.

3 Makdum Ali or Makium Sahob.

{ Vienji Erishoa Biniwala,

§ The Bishop of Hulicaronssus, *' a chureh militont prolate of
doubiful history,'"” negotisted sn alliance belween Haidar and (he
French of Pondichery, ss o result of which Maldum Al was dea-
potched to co-oparate with thom. The Bishep aficrwards visited tha
Marathe camp also probably to enlist (heir support for his principals,
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neighbouring princes, as they had nowhere to go
when they learnt of the loss of Pondicheri.

With {hese white troops and some three
thousand men only Aidar Naique marched against
his masler, the King of Sering Patan, who offered
him butbtle with an army of ten thousand men con-
manded by that Brameue, Canda Ruo, who by his
mature judgment had proved himsell worthy of
guch conlidence, buil as the majority of the officers
of that army were Moors, the astute and cunning
rebel easily corrupled them with presents and pro-
mises, so that at the first encounter they put
themselves into o precipitale flight leaving arms,
artillery and all their refinue, and victory was
declared for the frandulent and rebellious Moor.

Finding himsgell muster of the field Aidar
Naique set to enlarge his force without the loss of
o moment, and encamped belore Sering Patan.
He informed his masier that it was his intention
to obey him [or he had always recogunised him as
his lord, but the only business that brought him to
the field was o sccure the freedom of his family
whom he had left at the capital, and 1o make some
domonstration with his subordinate Canda Rao
that might serve as an example for others. How-
ever, he desired above everything 1o give him all
personal safisfaction that might meet with his
royal approval.

The king allowed himself to be deluded by the
poisonous policy of Aidar Naique and enjoined him
to come to his presence, but the rebel availed him-
self of this occasion o enter the city of BSering
Patan with many troops, a few in his company, and
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others in such disguise as might not create any sus-
picion of a surprise. All of them werc instructed as
{o how they should take possession of the gates.
Without any one daring to offer any resislance he
ook hold of the city and with it the entire king-
dom of Sering Patan. Tor betler sceurily ol Lhis
new conquest ns well as thatl of the principality ol
Maissur he deprived his sovercign of all his rights
and seized all his treasores.

As Aidar Naique became very opulent he en-
larged his army of cavalry and Sipais and with
nearly ten thousand men conquered the provinee of
Marcassira * from Morarrao ® and another province
of the same name [rom the prinece of Chievalapur,®
who submitted out of fright at the first clash of the
war.

Subsequently having learnt that Bassalatjang,
brother of Nizamali, Nabobo ol the Decean, had be-
sieged the Murata stronghold Oscota,® Aidar Naique
offered to assist that Mogol prinee in that war at his
own expense il the latter honoured him with the
title of Nabobo of Sira, which [avour was usually
granted by the Mogol Emperor alone, with the
allowance that the Nabobo ol the Deccan also could
honour any person who performed uny remarkable
deed with the same favour. The prince accepled
Aidar Naique's proposal,® granied him the honour

1 Morg Sers of Wilks.

i Murari Rao, Chief of Guiti, wos o descondant of Bahirji, bro-
ther of the famous Marstha goners] Shantaji Ghorpade,

A Little Baliponr of Wilks,

4 Modern Floekota,

SIn fact the prioce woa not legally competent to confer any
snch honour, though the narrative is corvect,
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he sought, and personally went to visit him in his
tent, bub having captured the fort of Oscota, Aidar
Naique entirely [ailed in his stipulations and kept
the forl with all the artillery found there. Hence-
forth Aidar Naique styled himsell ns Nabobo Aidar
Ali Can.

As he Dad  declared war against the
Murwtne he Inid siege to  the fort of Sira
and ook it without much resistance. Con-
tinuing in his marches and great good luck
the Nabobo cntered into the prineipality of
Chitaldrug which he subjugated, collecting tribute
without any resistance. Af the same time he
achieved the conquesi of Tripatur and Vanabari
which le had ceded to the Marata to secure the
frecdom of his brother-in-law’s army of which wo
have treated above,

In this manner finding that a woman * with
few iroops ruled over the kingdom of Canara, in the
neighbourhood of Goa, the rebel Nabobo fell upon
that land of gold and reduced it perhaps
with presents and promises,® with all its
strongholds, fortifications and treasures which
according to the firman amounted t{o the
huge sum of three millions of pagodas, equi-
valent 1o twenty-four millions of xerafins,
without anybody firing a single shot against
his army ; the unfortunate queen and the prince *

I Virammajt, widow of Baswepps Nayak of the Eiladi dynssty
of Bednur.

2 Haidar recoived valuable information from en ex-mindster of
Bednur, then in disgrace,

¥ Bomnpaekhara.,



B6 A PORTUCGULSE ACCOUNT OF HAIDAR ALL

she had brought up as the heir of the kingdom,
could not help [alling into his hands. TIor centuries
together since the discovery of Indin this realm
supplied Asia with all ils rice, Burope with large
quantitics of pepper and China with sandals, which
commodilies these dominions produced n abun-
dance, But this new conqueror lorhids all nations
the benefil of their provision of rice which is the
universal [vod of the cast,

The ambition of this fraudulent Nabobo is
still greater than even his spirils, lor, nol content
with vast conquests and o rich kingdom with ex-
cellent seaports, [requented by all the nalions of
Europe and Asia with the best articles of trade, he
proceeded fo devastale the country above the gates
from the river Cusnam ! to the defiles of Ponda,
conquering and subjugating forts and provineces and
rendering many potentates tributary on his  way
back to Bedrul, capilal of Canara, now called
Aidarnagar. While the Raja  of Sunda,?® a
neighbour of his and ours, was negolialing
with lim [or peace, the Naboho himself
suddenly entered inlo  his ierritories  and
corrupled the fdelity of his vassals with a hoge
sum of eight lacks of roupies, took possession of his
capital Sundem,® and in the same manner of all
his strongholds. Not having met with any resis-

1 The Krishna,
% Bawai Imadi Sadeshiva,

3 The eapital bore (ho same name as the principality of Sunda,
though the Parlugnese spalt 1t diffevently,



A PORTUGUESE ACCOUNT OF HAIDAR ALI 87

tance he got down to Sivansara® which he re-
duced and the Gulf of Gales * with the forts of
Piro * and Ximpim.* Only the fort of Ancola,®
which is besicged, and that of Cabo de Rama,® on
the fronticr of our provinee of Salcete, stood on the
defensive. The unhappy king, finding himsell de-
serted by all his vassals and compelled to abandon
all his realms, entered into our provinee of Ponda
and sought refuge in that city whieh was coneeded
by Sr. Conde, Vice Rey,” for it would not be fair
fo omit to console with a cordial reception n king
(in his affliction) who since the days of his sire and
grandsires through the course of centures has ever
been a much valued friend of the State.

1The Portuguese were highly intereated in this place, sa they
hnd o church and missionary centre hers, which formed the sabject-
matter of o frosty in 1762,

1TIn the district of Earwar.

1 Othorwise Jmown ap Sadeshivgad.

{ A gmell island with o [orbresa,

EOn the comst mouth of Piro.

& Cape Ramns, now under Portuguese jurisdiction,

T Manoel do Baldsuha de Alboquerque, Conde de Biga, Vieeroy
from 1768 to 1786,



AN EARLY PORTUGUESE ACCOUNT OF
BENGAL '

The earliest Portuguese account of Bengal is
probably to be found in a lelter addressed by Dom
Joao de Leyma, a Portuguese nobleman serving in
India,! to His Higlness the King of Portugal Mrom
Cochin on the 29nd Deeember, 1618, Dom  Joao
submitted to his sovereign a briel report on the acli-
vities of the Portuguese officers in dilferent parls of
the east. He relers to Bengal, as {that provinee
was, for the first fime, visited by an aceredited agent
of the Portuguese Government in Tndia durving the
rainy season ol that year. The letler has heen pre-
served among the old archives in the Torre do
Tombo of Lisbon and has not so {ar atiracted much
notice.®

Dom Joao de Leyma has something o say
about the people of Bengal, their language and econo-
mic condition, and his account, though meagre, is
not entirely without interest o a modern stndent of
Indian history. The relevant portion runs as
follows :

*“ Dom Joao,® my Tord, spent the last cold
season in Bengal, where Le winiercd, being always

1Dom Joao de Leyma gerved with distinetion wnder Alfoneo de

Albunguergue In 1618 he was appointed Captain of Colicut. He
died in 1570 in the defence of Chaul,

3Bo for na I sm aware, the loblor has not yot been publighed
anywhare., Heforence to thia letter hos besn made in Danvers, Portu-
guese in Indis, Val, T, pp. 843-944, but the portion relating lo Bengal
baa been entirely omitted,

# Jono de Bilveira,
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in desparate war, without concluding any treaty of
peace with them. The people, it is said, are per-
verse and feeble and they hid from him all the goods
of the land. We are told that silver, coral and
copper are highly prized there, but still no one want-
ed to bny any of these things, the reason, my Tord,
was that some Gujrat boats were there and they
caused all possible hindrance. The country is very
rich, ten fardos of rice sell for a pardao of 820 reis,
there heing three algueires in each fardo and the rice
is giracall ; twenty hens and as many as sixiy ducks
sell for a fanga and three cows per pardao ; shells arve
the coins of this couniry, for none but the king can
own gold or gilver. The people are short and speak
almost like those of (Goa, this is beeansze the coast of
the Bay of Bengal is opposile o that of India.
Bengal lies 20 degrees to the north which is the
allitude of Din. A slave is worth six langas and a
young lady double that sum. Af the bar ol this
river, my Lord, there are three fathoms of water at
low iide, which swells from three to six fathoms at
high tide. The city is said to be two small leagues
from the bar. The city is big and populous but
very weak. Herc was Dom Jono for five months
awailing the monsoon for returning to India.™

It may be mentioned that the Portuguese word
“* inverno,’’ in the above extract, could not possibly
mean * winier,”" for Dom Joao must have returned
to the Malabar coasl, the *“ Tndia "' of the contem-
porary Portuguese records, before the letter was
written in December. In the FEnglish records of
the seventeenth century the term ‘“‘winter'’ is in-
variably applied to the rainy season when the frail

12—13248
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country boats were reluctant to leave the safe shelter
of the harhours and brave the dangers of the stormy
ocean. Such indeed was the practice of the Portu-
guese ag well. Ifor them, Bengal was o dillorent
country {rom Tndia, which eonsisted of the Malabar
coasl alone, while the subeontinent we now know
as India was wrongly called ** Asin.””  The lelter,
however, does not meniion the name of the cily
vigited by Dom Joao, nor does it specify the ereck
or river where he moored his hoats. Tor these
pieces of information we nimst turn to a third Joao,
who immortalised 1he valiant deeds of his country-
men in his monumental Decadas da Asia,

Joao Barros gives in the third Decada a delailed
deseription of ihe expedition fo which Dom Joan de
Loyma so briefly alluded. What his sources wore
we do not know, bul much ol the conlemporary
records and narratives has been lost for ever, and
Barros is so definite and cirenmslantial in his
account that we eannot lightly rejeet his evidence.
In any case, he explains salisfnctorily the hostile
attitude of the Gujral ships.

According to him, Bengal was visited in 1518
by Dom Joao de Silveira. He had heen sent on n
diplomatic mission to the Maldives by Topo Soares
de Albergaria, the fourth head of the Portnguese
government in Tndia. In those days Portuguese
diplomacy in the eastern waters usually meant a free
exhibition of the mailed fist, and Jono de Silveira
was an apt pupil of da Gamn and Albuquerque. On
the high seas he met two ships on their way from
Bengal to Gujrat and promptly seized them, though
one of the boats helonged to a Muslim merchant
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called Gromalle (Golam Ali?), o relative of the
Governor of Chatigao, who himsell was interested
in the other.  According to Silveira’s way of think-
g, they lormed lawful prize and were forthwith
sent to his oflicial superior, Lopo Soares,  I'rom the
Muldives he proceeded G Colimbo, of which place
he Did previously been promised the Governorship,
Neak, he sailed lor Bengal with four ships, one of
which he commanded in person, while the remain-
ing three huwd for their Caplains, Tristao Borbudo,
Joao Widalgo and Jowo Moreno.  Silveira did not
know muel about the route and needed a pilot, "Wiih
characleristic recklessness he pressed into his service
a pilot from the very ships he had so wantonly
eaplured wid appeared in due course at the mouth
ol the Arakan river. The Portuguese sailors had
never belore been fo these parls and they were well
received by the people of Arakan who souglt their
[riendship and amity. DBut Silveira had on board
o Bengulee youth who introduced himsell as a
brother-in-lsw of the pilot.  This youngman coun-
solled the Portuguese commander not to have any-
thing to do with the Arvakancse ag there was no good
leeling between Arakan and Bengal.  Bilveira next
sailed to Chatigao (Chittagong of the English),
where the young Muslim, who had in the meantime
ingratiated himsell with Dom Joao, informed his
countirymen aboul his misdeeds on the high seas.
It is no wonder that the merchants of Chatigao
refused to bave any commercial transactions with
the newcomers, who were no better than pirates in
their eyes. Their suspicion was further deepened,
as another Portuguese, Joao Coelho, had also arrived



0¥ AN BARLY PORTUGUEEE ACCOUNT OF BENGAL

at Chatigao. He had been sent on this mission by
Fernao Peres d' Andrade, then on & cruise to China.
That is why Silveira found the Bengalees so ** per-
verse and fickle,”” and it was undoubtedly his senti-
ments that both Joso de Leyma and Joso DBarros
alterwards cchoed. In any cuse, Barros is delinite
that Chittagony was the city that Juav do Silveira
visited in 1518, and the viver lo which Joao de
Leyma relers must, consequently, be the Karna-
phuli.  The town stands on the right bank of the
river about twelve miles [rom the mouth.

Il is interesting to note that the early Portu-
guese visilors should observe the linguistic affinity
between the people of Bengal aud those of Goa,
though their explanation is nob worthy of serious
congideration,  The Raraswat  Drahmans of Gow
elaim to be the descendants of Bengulee immigrants.
Like the Bengalees they rub their body and  head
with oil, and, unlike their neighbours ol Mahara-
shira, [reely partake of fish. One ol their holy
places, Chandranath, the mountein abode of Shiva,
naturally reminds ug of a hill of the ssne name in
the Chittagong district which is still [requentied by
thousands of Dengalee pilgrims.  The most populur
deitics are Shanta Durgn and Nava Duwrga. The
original image of Shanta Durga was, according to
a popular tradition, fransported by thirteen Brahman
families from their old home in Trihut to their new
settlement on the western const. The Saraswat,
like the Bengalee, is noted for the broad pronuncia-
tion ol vowels, and in stature and look they are so
alike, that if the Saraswat doffs Lis pagota (turban)
or cap, or the Bengalee dons it, a stranger will find
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it extremely difficult to distinguish one from the
other.  The Nonkani language or  dialect shares
many words, expressions and idioms in  common
with Dengali.  The story of Saraswal migration
iy not, therefore, he entirely mifounded, and Dom
Joao de Silveira wd his companions weve quite right
when they observed that the ** people of Bengal are
shovt and spenk almost like those of Goa."

The Porbuguese found Bengal an  exceedingly
cheap counbry, and the common medinm of exchange
in the market-plaee of Chatigao was  the shell
(evidently the eowrie shell).  But it will not be safe
to necept ull their assertions ab their face value, and
it is diflicult to believe that none but the King owned
gold or silver.  In their ignorance they thought that
the governor of Chittesgong was the sovereign ruler
of the wljocent districts. The price list given in
Dom Jowo de Leywma's letter is, however, likely to
prove uselul to students of economic history, for very
rarely did old travellers deviate [rom general remarks
to detniled informwtion about the current price of
cormon  cotnmuodities,  An  alqueire is a cubie
measure for dry and liquid things, roughly equivalent
to two gullons or 00 pounds, which, converted into
Indian measure, will be aboul seven maunds and
thirteen seers.  The exchunge value of pardao and
tanga varied from time to time, and the purchasing
power ol a coin, whatever its denomination, has
never been constant. The exact value of the pardao
hag not yet been asceriained, but we need not enter
into a detailed discussion on that subject here. At
the beginning of the sixteenth century a pardao was
either hall a pagoda, or equal to one pagoda, or 3%
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Rupees, Sixty reis made a tanga ; therefore, five to
gix tangas made a pardao. In modern parlance, the
price list of Joao de Leyma will be as follows : 2 mds.
of good rice for a Rupee, twenty lheng and sixty
ducks for about twelve annas, a cow for one Rupee
and three annas, a slave for three Rupees and cight
annas und o young [emale sluve lor seven Rupees.
Apparently Bengal was the paradise of the poor.

The provinee enjoyed its reputation for plenty
throughout the gixteenth eentury. Ralph iteh, who
visited Bengal scven decades later, found “ Satagam
very pleniiful of all things.’" According to him,
Bengal abounded in ' rice wherewith they serve all
India, Ceilon, Pegu, Malacca, Sumaira and many
other places.”” * The French traveller Bernier visited
the capital of Bengal about 1665. If popular tradi-
tion is to be credited, rice was much cheaper then
and sold at the rate of six maunds per Rupee. The
French traveller observed that foodsinls were in
general very cheap. Ile writes, ** the three or [our
sorts of vegetables which, together with rice and
butter (probably ghee), form the chiel food of the
common people, ave purchased [or the merest trifle,
and for a single roupic twenly or more good [owls
may be bought, Geese and ducks are proporlionate-
ly cheap. There are also goats and sheep in abund-
ance ; and pigs are obtained at so low a price that
the Portuguese, settled in the counfry, live almost
entirely upon pork. In a word, Bengale abounds
with every necessary of life."" ®

1 Fostor, Early Travels in India, pp. 26-28.
% Barnier, Tracels m the Mogul Empirs (Oxford Edilion), pp.

438490,
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If twenty or more good fowls counld be had for
a Rupee, and rice and vegetables for the merest trifle,
when Bernier wrole, it may be [airly inferred that
the pricoe level of 1518 was maintained ot least for
sorne of the foodstully 411 the middle of the next
century.  Butl neither the Portuguese sailor, nor the
Ifvenchy braveller, enlightens ue aboul the quantily
ol the stuple food available per capita of the popula-
tion of Bengal duning the sixteenth and seven-
feenth  ecenturics. But we must not grumble.
When our sourees are o seanly every serap ol inlor-
malion is thricc welcome.



A PEEP INTO THE DISTRICT RECORD
ROOMS OT BENGAT,

Every school hoy knows how Clive Iaid the
foundation of the DBritish BEmpire in Tndin al
Plassey, how Mir Kusim’s efloris {0 resuscitaie the
lost authorily of the Nawab were [frustraled at
(therin and Udhuanala, how the Tlast Tndin Com-
pany consolidated their power in Bengal by inflict-
ing a decisive defeat on the joint army of the titular
emperor and the Nawalb Vizier of OQudh at the
famous field of Buxar, and how conquest way finally
reconeiled with the theory of the emperor’s suzer-
ainty when Clive obtained for his masiers the De-
wani of Bengal. But the defeat of the Nawah did
not necessarily mean the snbjugation of the provinee
he ruled. The powerful Zemindars had heen long
accustomed to sndden political changes al the metro-
polis. They did not care whether n Viceroy, ap-
pointed from Delhi, or an ambitious adventurer,
unprovided with an imperial sanad, ruled at Mur-
shidabad so long as their personal righls remained
unaflected and their customary privileges remained
untouched. Moreover, the weakness of the central
execufive had led to anarchy and chaos in the dis-
tricts and the process of evolving order was neces-
sarily long and tedions. The English officers had
to deal with a set of fearless and resolute Jandlords
who could command the implicit obedience of their
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respective localitics and the central government was
not in a position to send them the necessary armed
force. The task was rendered still more diffienlt
by an unfortunate misunderstanding between the
local executive and the local judiciary, the protec-
tion of the judge being frequently extended to the
recnleitrant Zemindar. The history of this struggle
sbill lies buried in the monldering papers in the
Distret record rooms of Bengal, A [ew letters cur-
sorily selected from two volumes of correspondence
in the Dacea Record Room will amply illnstrate the
difficulties with which the FEnglish officers were
confronted in the eighties of the eighteenth century.

In a letter, dated the Gth July, 1781, addressed
to the Committee of Revenue, Willinm Hollond of
Dacen complains that his anthority was flonted by a
petty Zemindar. Te writes : ** T have reccived re-
peated representations from Ramdhun Chowdhry of
Jalaulpore Nowarrah ! that he cannot obtain quiet
possession of that conntry by reason of opposition
made by Ram Mohun an inhabitant of Bycuntpore
who for many years has unjust possession of it. The
Maljamin * also complains that he has not yet been
able to colleet any revenues. I Ffurnished Ram
Mohun (Ramdhun?) with a sepoy and a negabaun ?
but to no purpose, nor can I fear put him in full and
quiet possession without taking more decisive
measures then I am anthorised to do, as Ram

1 A fleot of boat maintained for state service, the expenss being

mat out of rant-free grants.
? A surety for the payment of o demand, hence o revonns far-

mer,
3 A guard,
13—1388
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Mohun appears to be assisted by the inhabitants of
Bycuntpore.”’

In another letter, addressed to the Commitliec
of Revenue on {he 10th December of the same year,
Mr. Hollond explaing how lawless the Zemindars
of Bhuluu ! had grown, mnd how inadequate were
the military forees ab his disposal to bring them Lo
ohedience. The letler runs as follows : ** T have re-
ceived your command of the 20l inclosing a letler
from Mr. Cree relative o a contention atlended
with hostilitics hetween Nurnarain Chowdhry of
Bullua and Ramgovind Chowdhry of Tugdea ® for a
piece of land bordering on Jugdea. T am nol ac-
quainted with the charneter of Ramgovind hut Nur-
narain is without doubt a nolovious Dacoit. A
foree comsisting of 60 or 60 sepoys was [ormerly
sent to scize him bul withonl effect and he has long
been considered by Government as an outlaw. Bul
notwithstanding this he still confinues to retain
some lands and a great share of influence in the pur-
gunnah of Bullua and T cannot from the small
forece now at Dacen spare o fit delachment o nect
offensively against him,—und even if {this were in
my power he conld with great ease clude their at-
tacks by flight. T have thercfore at present con-
tended myself with sending and (sie) order to the
farmer of Bullua to endeavour to entice Lim into
his possession and in the event of his success, to
send him under a guard to Dacea with which I have
written to fhe Commereial Chief at Tuckypore 3 to

1 Now in tha disfrict of Noakhali.
1 Now in the district of Moakhali.
A Mow in ths dislricl of Noakhali,
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furnish him, T have also summoned Ramgovind
fo Dacen and have sent a Dastuck ! fo attach the
Innel which is the objeet  of  hostile contention
between him and Nurnarain.”?

The attempt o arrest Narnarain proved [otile
s we find aoreference to him in another letter of
Mr. [Hollond, dated the [1th October, 17582, This
Jebter refers to the misdeeds of another tarbulent
Zieminidar of the same loeality who wenl so [ar as
to rob two revenue boafs of the  Govern-
ment.  Mr. ollond wrote : ** T herewith transmit
a petition presented to me by the Zemindars
of  Cudwa® which charges Sheochand a
Zemindar of TBulluah with having robbed two boais
laden with a considerable amount of Revenve that
were coming from their Purgunnah. This Sheo-
chand has long been considered as a noted dacoit.
About three years since an uccusation was laid
agninst him before the provincial council for having
murdered his unele when some evidences were
examined upon the subject and he was then made
over 1o the Foujdary 3 hy which Court T suppose he
has been . acqoitled ; but to me the cvidences
amounted almost 1o a prool of his guilt. The pre-
sent petition scems to render vigorons measures ab-
solutely necessary ; for till this time the depredations
of the most daring Dacoits have heen confined prin-
cipally to the poor and the obscure and they have
refrained {rom molesting the public revenue upon
the just supposition that it would give rise o a

1 A warrant
9 Kpdlis Bedrabad in the district of Noakhali.
3 Oriminal court.
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more than ordinary vigilant search and investiga-
tion . . . . for Nurnarasin another Zemin-
dar of Bullua who is also esteemed a noted Dacoit
and has repeatedly refused attendance and even op-
posed {he power of Government has been declared
by Government to have forfeited his semindary but
he has notwithstanding still possession of it."
Such were the people with whom the Mufassil
officers had 1o deal in those days ol anarchy and
disorder, and their difficulties wore nol a liitle en-
hanced by well-intentioned interferences [rom over-
zealous judges. One letter will suflice to illustrate
the complications caused by the misguided judiciary,
and I shall again quote Mr. Hollond of Dacea who
informed the Commitlce of Revenue: ** A decrce
was passed in the adawlub * and allerwards con-
firmed in the Court of Appeals at Dacca belore the
establishment of the present system of Judicial
Jurisdiction awarding a division of the purgunnah
of Bhaudoorpore® into Sa-tig-ie proportion and 10a-
3g-le proportion, and un avween ' wis in conse-
quence appointed so long since as September 1779
to make this division hui that by reason.of the ex-
cessive litigionsness of the Zemindars of the Ialter
proportion and the many impediments they have
thrown in his way he has not yet been able and I
fear never will be able o complete it. Every other
means having failed them of preveniing the decree
from being carried into execution they have now I

1 Oivil eourt,
? Babadwpur Toappa, portly under the district of Backergunge
and poartly under Madampur sub-divsion of the Faridpur distiict.

1 Burveyor,
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apprchend preferred a complaint to Mr. Wrough-
ton Judge of the Adawlnt at Backergunge, as that
gentleman has I understand scized the aumeen, his
servants and the sepoys that were stationed with
himi and detaing thent in eonlineinent at Backer-
gunge.  As this eonduet appoars 1o me exceedingly
precipitate and ill-judged T have thought it neces-
sary o give you information of il with a view that
sneh order muy be issued to him as shall secure my'
servants and my own authority from sullering in
future sueh ignominious treatment. But this is not
the omly instanee in which Mr, Wronghton’s con-
duet appears to me 1o be precipitate. One Ossman
presented o peliion fo me setting forth that
Cossiram and Rajahram Sein had granted him a
Meernssy Tjarah potiah ! for a parcel of land in
Selimabad al o Meeskalhas  Jummah * of Rupees
1,514-5-10, notwithsianding which being assisted
by the Zemindars they exacled a greater revenue
from him. I accordingly issued a summons upon
Cossiram and Rajahram Sein which has been re-
turned with a lefler written upen the back of it by
Mr. Wroughton." Ti may be noticed in this con-
nection that Ram Ch. Chatterjee, the Amin in ques-
tion, was sent by Mr. Wronghton to Caleutta for
trial. He was defended by the Company’s Attorney
and released. His successor was, however, arrested
by Mr. Wroughton and delained at Backergunge.®
With the lawless Zemindars on the one hand,

1 A deed of permonent lessa or ferm,

2 An exclosive ront.

3 Hollond to the Committes of Revenue, dated 30th Avgust,
1781,
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and the law [fearing judges on the other,
the Collector was verily between the Devil and the
deep sea. Bui he faced these difficulties with com-
mendable resolulion and the lawless elements in
Bengal were gradually eliminated. The history of
this elimination forms the real history of Lhe estab-
lishment of paz Britannica in Bengal. Tniil the
mouldering manuseripts in fhe Dislriel record
rooms are thoroughly serntinised, our knowledge of
the British conquest of Bengal is bound o remain
incomplete.

The information that the District records ean
yield is not by any means confined to powerfnl Jand-
lords and power loving judges alone. Ior instance,
we caonoft attempt a complete account of the
Naworah Mahal without a reference to the Dislrict
Records. We read in a Dacea letter: ' The
tenants of almost the whole of the Naworah lands in
this province when the Naworah became of no use,
were held responsible for a slipulated number of
labourers and artificers to be employed in the ser-
vice of the public or of the natives of rank.” We
are [urther fold that lunds paying an annual rent of
Rupecs 1,532 had to furnigh 17 bricklayers, 20 car-
penters, 2 dandies,' and 1 turner. We find in
another paper that the Dhanderi Mahal * of Backer-
gunge was farmed to Pitambar Sen, grandson of the
famous Raja Rajballabh, and a complete list of tax-
paying professions has been preserved, although the
sanad to which it was originally appended has been
lost.

1 Rowers,
1 Profession taxcs,
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The importance of these records, it is hoped,
has been sufficienily established, and it is needless
{o add that every care should be taken for their pre-
servation. At present they are lound seattered all
aver Bengal and the Provineinl Government can
hardly ulford to appoink o teained archivist for every
district.  The Tndian Iistovien] Records Comiuis-
sion will vender an invaluable service lo the cause
of historical studies in this country il they can
sugeest some effeetive menns of coneentrating these
wanuseripts al one convenient eentre and making
them casily available to the advanced students and
teachers of Indian History.



GLEANINGS FROM SOME HOME
DEPARTMENT RECORDS

In March, 1778, England declaved war against
France and the news was transmitied to Tndia in
due-eourse. The British position had been firmly
consolidated in Bengal sinee the baitle of Plassey
and when hostilities hroke out the TFrench were no
mateh for their British adversarics in the provinee.
Chandernagore was captured without any diflieulty
though Mons, Chevalier,® the French Governor,
effected his cgcape.  But there were seattered French
factories thronghoul the province and individunl
Frenchmen held small trading posts in [ar off ganjes
and villages. A general order was issued for their
apprehension though they were not to be treated
with unnecessary harshness. Tn those days ol nn-
certainty it was felt that not merely Frenchmen hut
vagrant Europeans even of English domicile should
not have a free ron of the eountry, Al Chicfs were
directed, as we loarn from a letler dated Murshida-
bad, the 9th Augnst, “ To seize and seeure all
Forcigners, not being the known dependants of the
Danes and Dutch and all Vagrants of whatever
Nation that is to say peraons not having a regular
Licence for their Residence in the conntry who may
be found within the Limits of our Awnthority and
transport them immediately to the Presideney under
proper Guards.”” The order was exeented and in-
ventories of Europeans living in ontlying places were

1 Chovalier had sccording to later information fled to Orisen.
Oalendar of Persion Correspondense, Vol. V., Nos. 1014.15 and

1042-43; pp. 181 and 190,



SOME IIOME DEPARTMINT RECORDS 106

made. The correspondence that followed throw
some light on the economic condition of Bengal, and
we finel that sowme {trading placey of note have lost all
their prosperity during the last one hundred and
[ilky yonys,

Iere is an extrnet from o Murshidabad letter
of the T0th August: ** We think it our Duly to
aequaint you that five lnrge Trench Boats have been
stopped at the Jellinghee one of 2,000 Maunds and
the rest of 1,400 Mds. each. 'We are informed by
the Manjee that they are on their way to Sechgunge
to load with grain on the part of Mr, Chevalier; and
that 16 Boats of the same Burthen belonging like-
wise to Mr. Chevalier were nlready arrived al  ihe
Place for the same purpose of taking in grain. We
shall detain these Boats ns well as {hose that are ox-
peeted from Seebgunge if we meel with them until
we are favoured with your Instructions regarding
them.” T the referenee in the above extraets is to
Shibganj in Dinajpur the place still retains some
{rade in graing but is no longer important cnough to
find o mention in the Distriet Gazetleer. In 1778
it was apparently so well known that the Chiel of
Murshidabad did not deem it necessary {o add any-
thing more to its name to indicate its locality.

We read in another letter that the Trench
prisoners were ordinarily put on their parole and
their private belongings were as a rule restored to
them with the exception of muskets, bayonets and
cartouch boxes. The French had a-ganj or market
place at Sydabad near Murshidabad. The Governor-
General-in-Couneil had so far no knowledge of

its existence and enquired how the Irench could
14—1308D
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found new markets and ganjes. The Chief and
Council replied, ** that in the Time ol Jallier Khawn
the then French Resident at Sydabad purchased a
Talook of about 65 Begas of lawd adjacent o the
Factory. On this spol the Residents have [rom
timne to time creeted o few shops in which are sold
grain, tobaceo, betel, ele., and thougl it hath ob-
tained the Nume of a Gunge yeb it is in el nothing
more than a Buzar lor the convenienee of the Ryols
of the Talook.”" Six I'renchmen werg arvested  af
Sydabad. The chiel was granted an allowanee of
Rs. 50 per month. His second and secrelary re-
ceived Rs, 30 and Rs. 20 respectively.  The surgeon
got Rs. 20, o private merchant Ra, 15 and y menial
Rs. 10 only.

Althongh the TFreneh in most eases quictly sub-
mitted to arrest some of the so-ealled  vagranis
threatened trouble and we read in another Mur-
shidabad letter (19th August), ** We have jnst been
informed by Colonel Morgan (a eopy of whose letter
we have the Honor to inelose) that a Suit is or will
be commenced by a Mr. Cammings and a Mr, Colvil
against the Brigade Major for performing this Duty
and we also understand that Tawyers had aetoally
been applied to who gave il as theiv opinion thatl an
Action would lie.”" Probably nothing came ont of
this threat and it may be noted that the so-called
vagrants were particularly obnoxious as they en-
croached into the close preserves of the Fast Tndia
Company and their emplovees and traded on their
own aceounnt,

On the 22nd July Alexander Higginson, the
Chief of Burdwan, reported that ** Monsieur Durand
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the I'rench Besident at Caycolla (a small Factory
about 16 coss distant from hence and eight from
Chandernagore) has been brought into Burdwan by a
party ol sepoys dispatehed by the Chief lor that pur-
pose.”” Durand however succeeded in obtaining a
respite for winding up his business.  Ifrom hig letier
W the Chiel and Council it appears that his small
establishiment luwdly deserved to be styled as a
Faetory,  In any case we know frown other sources
that only four places in Bengal, Chandernagore,
Kasimnbazar, Jogdin and Dacea were recognised as
guch by the Dritish authorities besides Balasore and
Patng, then under the jurisdiction of the ruler of
Bengul. In any case Cayeolla or Canicola is no
limger counled snong the prineipal trading posts of
Bengul.  Durand’s letter runs as follows :

" Bir and Gentlemen,

Agreeable o the orders of Mr. Higginson I
cune o Burdwan, I resided with my Family at
Canicoln Tor almost 5 years past where I employed
a very small eapital which searce afforded me the
means of supporting myself; T have at this Juneture
dispersed it all, il yon require me to go immediately
to Caleutta I yun the risk of losing all; I have beside
left at Canicola, my Mother in Law, my Wife and
my Daughter in the greatest Distress. I entreat you
Sir and Gentlemen, to grant me 15 or 20 days to
settle my little Affairs, T rely on your Generosity and
Goodness.”’

Durand was placed on his parole and permitted
to slay at Canicola till the 10th September. Encmy
subjects scem to have heen treated with considerable
leniency and sympathy in those days.
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The Chiel of Dacea wrote thal he received the
Governor-General's order on the 12ih July and
" immediately took possession ol the Fremch Iac-
tory at Dacen and their ITouse at Tisgong. The
Ifactory has been lor some Monthy wholly deserted,
is in deeay, and no Bllcets or property whatever in
it. In the ITouse at Tisgong which was in charge
merely ol two  native servants, there is a small
quantity of furniture.................. There was only
oneg subject ol Irance to be [ound in Dacea—u
private merchant named Carret de la Veaulierre.
He has been taken prisoner and released upon his
Parole. A parly has been sent off to take possession
ol the Jugden Factory with Instructions, conlorm-
ably to your orders.  We have intelligence of some
alraggling Trenchman at Gualparral, Sylhet  and
Sootaloory—we shall take measures for apprehend-
ing them.”

Guoalparn and Sylhet still retain their eminenee
but whe ean imagine to-day that Soolaloory,
small river-side village in the district of Backergunge
with a lofty temple (malh) as the only relic of its
vanished glory, eonld harbowr in its market place o
French adventorer? Yet Sootaloory was in those
days more important as n commercial centre {than
Backergunge and could boast of an English trading
outpost.

Among the furniture seized at Tejgaon near
Dacea are mentioned 8 prints with guilt frames and
11 China pictures. FEvidently the Freneh traders in
the East had early appreciated the delicate heauty of
Chinese painting and we wonld not be surprised if
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some masterpieces of China had actually graced the
wills of the garden house ol Tejgaon.,

1L was alterwards reported that there was no
Freneliman at Sylhet hut o wide net had been east
and those al Goalpara, Jogdin and Backergunge
were gridunlly gathered,

The eench Factory ab Jogdia deserves more
uatne o passing noliee.  Jogdia is one of the most
important Parganas in the  distriel of Noakhali.
The Boglish i o Pactory ab Takhipur in the same
distriet.  I'rom o letter written in 1771 it secms
that the French Factory stood in danger of being
washed wway and we do not know whether the site
in &lill inlaet, Wither to provide themselves against
the probable effects of the crosion of the river or
to extend their trading operations the French had in
or aboub 1771 obtained possession of a suitable site
for u faetory al Chaudela (within Choddogaon) by
(wir purehase, On the 16ith Icbruary one Br.
Mouton informed Mons. Des(iranges, Chiel of
Dacea, ** This instant is arrived from Choddogan a
Burqundass who informs me that 20 Peons have been
sent there from Linckypore to drive our people [rom
Chandcla, the wright affrighted (si¢) has fled and
the Burqundass who were with him on the order
they received to depart, having represented they
could no (sic) do it without orders have required
lime to report the news here one of them wus sent
and is arrived.—Uncertain whether the Burqundass
who remained will not he driven out before his re-
turn.'”  Actually the French were ejected from
Chaudela which they alleged they held in possession
for several years by force major and the authorities
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at Chandernagore formally lodged their complaints
belore the Governor-General-in-Council. They
suspected * that this alfair has been founded on the
complaint of a Zemindar to your lactory of Lucky-
pore—That we have not paid him the rents.  Bul
il such 18 the person which las indueed yonr chiel
of that Distriet to take this violent step we wonld
first ask him by what authority he has done il, in
the second place have we ever relused paying  the
rent, assurcdly nol, since on the contrary M. Des-
Granges has at diflerent times offered it to the
Zemindar who has always answered him that he
wag not in a hurry and that he would reccive all at
once what will be due to him for this ground which
we Dave purchased more than three years since by
a very valid deed and we have now in our hands the
Potiah or Title of delivery in due form.” A copy
of this lebler was forwarded fo the Chitlagong T'ae-
tory to which Lmckypore was evidenily subordinate
and it was decided to '* enquire of the Comptrolling
Comneil of Revenue at Muxadabad how the Trench
becarne possessed of this picce of ground in  the
Chiitagong Distriet after the cantion given io the
Nabob M. R. C.'in February, 1770, vide G. T
8. N."" Apparently it was intended to check all
further extension of French commercial operations
in Bengal.

On the 27th July the Chief of Dacca reported
the capture of the local French TFaclory. Tt is
to be noted that M. DesGiranges, the Chiel of the
French Factory at Dacca in 1771, was at Jogdia in

1 Mubammad Riza Hban



SOME HOME DEPARTMENT RECORDS 111

1778, The list of effects found at the Jogdia faclory
is a8 follows :
3,000 pieces of Bofines,

1,000 pioees of Tluinminns, Belonging o Mr. John

)
|
I
|
1
)

200 ploees of Towels, Cree al Ducen.
LN} picees of Table elolhs,

J00 piceos of Dultnes Do. Abrabam Enight Do,
600 pioces of Naltacs Do. Capt. Roman Do.

50 Bara of Buropean Tron  Do. Mons. Carrel Do.
eontaining 25 munundsa

Apparently Jogdia and ils neighbourhood pro-
duced Baflas of u fairly good quality in the seven-
tics of the 18th century, but alas! no one goes to
Noakhali today [or Bafta or cotton goods of similar
(uality.

A Dacen letter tells us that a French tailor was
making his living hy making shirts and other
clothings at Backergunge, ** Mr, Woor has siezed
a Fronchman at Backergunge mannfacturing shirls
and other clothings for the soldiery with all his
offects.”” There is no canfonment at Backergunge
now and a French tailor will be as out of place there
as in the Antarctic today. Yet there must have
been a good volume of trade in those parts for we
learn from another lefter that a French snow msed
to visit the area every year through the Haringhata
passage. J. Shakespeare of Dacea informed Mr.
Wood that M. Chevalier might atlempt to make
his escape throngh the Sundurbans and asked him
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to send “* with Each Boal one or other of the
BEuropeans who are al Backergunge promising them
that the person who may be so fortunate as
to apprehend Monsieur Chevalier will be very haud-
somely rewarded.”” Later a more definite an-
nouncement was made and a reward of Ry, 500 was
promised [or the appreliension of the lugitive Wrench
Commander,

The list of Turopeans living within the juris-
diction of Dacea offers hul few leatures of interest.
One Mr. Peal was making his living ag an Atlomey
at Law.,  There was an English Tailor, Franeis
Ford. TDacea probably offered a betler market for
his goods than Backergunge.  TFive people  were
real vagranis and had no ostensible means of liveli-
hood. Narayanganj and Chandpur could hoast of
one Englishman each while there were three at
Gronlpara, two at Sylhet and no less than five, of
whom one was a hoat huilder and eonfractor, [Ire-
quented the now obsenre Sootaloory and Backer-
gunge.

The Chittagong list is probably more interest-
ing. Of the eleven Europeans living there no less
than six were of I'rench extraction, two were
German and one Ttalian, They represented various
trades and professions. Simpson, the Englishman,
was a tailor ; Hemmen, the Frenchman, was a hair
dresser ; Noman, the German, deseribed himaell as a
Harper ; Nasau, the seeond German, served as coach-
man and the solitary Ttalian was probably a discharg-
ed valet (originally in the employment of Capiain
Forde). DBuchastrine, a Frenchman, is consideratelv
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deseribed as an old man which may be a courteois
synonym [or a harmless vagrant. Two of the
Chittngong  Frenchmen, Kehaud and Adrian, with
Guillemenu, o compatriol of theirs, arvcsted at
Tipperal, prompily venouneed their nationality.
Fehaud addressed the following letter to Richard
Sumner, Chiel of Chittagong: * 8ir, 1 take the
liberty to inform yon that sinee the age of twelve
years T have took the Hunglish protection and have
my {ortune and family in this place and that T am
extremely desirous to remain all my life under it
il it 18 agreeablo to the Government; and to talke all
suspicions, T am ready to take the oath necessary o
affirm the same.”"  Adrian wrote: ** I am bormm 2
native n Frenchman but has been in the Fnglies
King and Companys sorviee for this 24 years during
and  fought DBravely for his Royal Majesty King
George and the Dominions of the Thited Company
Marchands."”” He added that he was sfill in the
King's sorvice and promised o serve him ' with
the Tiast Drops of my Blood and all ways hehave a
loyal subject.””  Apparently his loyalty fo the
Tinglish eanse was far in excess of his knowledge of
the Tnglish language. The oath of allegiance was
duly administered to them and John Echand, Martin
Adrian and M. Guillemean were restored to liberty
and admitted to the rights and privileges of British
citizenship.

Many of ns are under the impression that re-
cords of the late Foveign and Political Deparfment
alone can throw fresh light an our conntry’s past but
the records of the Home Department also arve ve-
plete with valnable information of all sorts,  To

1516248
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ignore them will be to leave one of the main sources
of British Indian history unexplored.

The nbove article is based on (1) Home Department Publie Con-
soltations, dsted the 3rd Auvgust, 1778, (2) Bengal Pablic Consulia-
tions, dated the 10th Jaenvary, 1771 and (8) copies of records obtained
from the Indis Office for the period 2od Januory, 1778 to 28th Octo.
ber, 1778,



CONFLICT OF SOVEREIGNTY AT DACCA,
1819

After 1757 the French position in Bengal be-
came, for all practical purposes, untenable.
Theoretieally their political status and commercial
privileges remained unaffeeted but with the English
predominance frmly established at Murshidabad
they could hardly expect a [air dealing from the
country power when their interests were in conflict
with those of their English rivals. No doubt they
still held their principal [actories at Kasimbazar,
Dacen and Jogdin besides their main settlement at
Chandernagore, and small commercial establish-
ments or lodges continued to function at far off
Chiltagong, in an obscure village called Connicole
near Burdwan, at Tesgaon in the neighbourhood of
Daeea and at Serampore probably under the shadow
of Danish protection, Solitary Fronchmen were
found all over the province, and in search of trade
or adventure they penefrated even into the heart of
Assam. Bul it was obvious that Plassey had ruin-
ed for good all prospect of French expansion in those
regions and their presencc in Bengal was more or
less on sufferance of their political adversaries. In
fact, whenever war broke out between the two
pations in Furope the English took all the French-
men in Bengal into peaceful custody and the French
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Factories were quietly occupied. More ofien than
not the French traders resigned themsclves good
hwmnouredly to the inevitable and cawe to amicable
terms with the English authorities with o view to
wind up their business wilth as litble personal loss
as the circomstances wllowed.  Sometimes a Prench
adventurer would veadily renounee his country ad
nubionalily to avoid temporary incareerabion  and
the incomvenicences it implied.  In 1785 the head of
the Duteh Factory of Chinsura put o direet question
to Nawab Mubaral-ud-Daulah and Md. Riza IKhan
about the stabug of the Buropean traders in Bengal
vig-d-vis the nglish under the now order of (hings
and neither the Nawab nor his Depuly was in o
position to answer so simiple a question without any
reference to the Governor-General and his Couneil.
It was all the more strange, therelore, that in 1819,
when most ol the country powers had been cons-
trained to recognisc the de faeto suzerninty of the
East Tndin Company and a masterful personage of
Lord Moira's umbition and ability was ul its helm,
Frenchman should aspire to revive the lost glories
of his nation and claim to cxercise in the name of
his king and country sovercign authority in a lhmited
area of the town of Dacea. Vain and helated as
hig atlempts were Captain Darrac’s pretensions de-
serve more than a passing notice, for they ofler
pointed illustrations of English preference for the
‘logic of facts to legal fiction.

With the outbreak of the I'rench Revolutionary
war the French Factories in India necessarily
changed hands. They were of little vital import-
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ance o France so long as the Knglish fleet com-
manded the sea, and, cut off [rom the mother coun-
try, they had no allernative but to yield to superior
foree, DBy IRL4 the British position had been so
lirmly consolidated in India that at the conclusion
of the Napoleonie wars Jngland had no hesitation
in restoring bo France her Indian seltloncnts which
added 1o hor prestige but did not contribute to  her
power. By Arlicle VILL of the treaty of Paris His
Britanmic Mujesty engaged lo restore to His Most
Christinn Majesty the colonics, fisheries, factories
and establishments of eyery kind which were posses-
sed by Ifrance on Lst January, 1792, in the seas and
on the continents of America, Alrica and Asia with
certain specified exceptions, Though the treaty was
coneluded on the 30ih May, 1814, ihe French agent
did not take churge of the old lactory of Dacea be-
fore April, 1819, and then followed a series of un-
warranted actions which left no doubt about Captain
Durrac's conception of the rights and privileges of
his office.

Mr. Master, the retiring Magistrale of Dacea,
had sowe dilliculties with Captain Darrae, the head
of the newly restored French factory, about the
boundary of the French area, which ihe latter regard-
ed as F'rench territory in the strictest legal sense. M.
Darrac agreed to the limits indicated by his British
colleague after reserving to himself the right of re-
opening the subject in future if he thought fit. The
boundary, however, caused no further corplication
but Captain Darrac lost no time in revealing his real
intention, The Factory obviously belonged to the
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French and if the area demarcated by the British
Magistrate of Dacca really fored French territory,
then M. Darrac was, in law and in [act, enlitled to
exercise [ull sovercign authority on behall ol his
King within the limits of the Factory, however small
or cirewnseribed they might have been.  The ques-
tion was, were the British Government likely to
tolerate such claims in the very heart of n disbriet
head quarter? Darrac was nob long in putting his
claims to test.

When the French I"actory had been scized by
the Brilish as enemy properly an invendory of every-
thing found in the premises was duly made and the
articles were in ordinary course sold by aunction, the
proceeds Lhereol being appropriated by the Brilish
suthoritics. DBut uonfortunately Swarup Chanden
Ghosh and Ram Ganga Sen, both residents of
Dacea, were associnbed with the French Wactory as
Dewan and Gomasta respectively before its {em-
porary dissolution. On the revival of the Taclory
Monsicur Darrae thought that these two ex-servants
were liable to be enlled upon to render an account of
everytlung that once helonged to the TFrench and
they were formally pul under arrest. Whethor
they were seized within the compound ol the Tac-
tory or outside its limits cannot be ascertained at
this distance of time. M. Darrac contended that
.the arrest took place within his jurisdiction while
the Magistrate of Dacca had his doubts about it.
Darrae next called npon the Magistrate of Dacea to
caunse the honses of the arrested persons to be search-
ed and fo produce n witness at the trinl which the
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French Chiel proposed to conduct. Mr. Bird, who
had in the meantine succeeded Mr, Master, did
nothing of the kind and requested M. Darrac to
release the prisoners immediately. His letter drew
an insolent reply. M. Darrac wrote: ** Tn reply
to the letter with which you have honoured me un-
der date the L0 respeeting 2 people name of (sir)
Snoroop (ihose and Rawmgunga Sein, T have  the
honour 1o remark o you that the delention of these
two individuals to which yon object is in no way
illegal, and would not have taken place if it had
heen so. Little acenstomed to infringe on the rights
of others, I contenl myself with doing what my
rights nud my dulies point out to me. These two
persons employed by and responsible to the French
have not heen arrested on the Fnglish territory but
on that of the Freneh Tactory for Crimes committed
on the laiter. They helong to my jurisdiction and
are toially distinet [rom yours.  Were they even
free on the Fnglish territory it wounld he your duty
{0 replace them in my hands on my demand, to be
tried by me, in conformity with the article 23 of
the convention at the Isle of France by the pleni-
potentiaries of the two nations on the 8rd April
1786 and article 9 of the convention at London on
7th March 1815 and ratified hy his Mosf Christian
Majesty and His Britannic Majesty. The demand
ihat yon make me to set them at liberty and which
proceeds no donbt from your ignorance of the rights
helonging to the French jurisdiction, cammot bhe ad-
mitted. The scarch on which T requested you fo
proceed or to assist me, might have heen  effected
notwithstanding the guilty had their residence on
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the English territory, in conformity with article 20
of the convention ol Isle of France above cited, but
having no wish o create dissension on this subject
I prelerred ealling for your assistaneé. This search
as well as the eitation of the witness pointed ont in
my letter you eannot refrain withont infringing ihe
established eustom ol civilized nations and the
different treatics between the two Governments (o
which we belong, besides, siv, you make yoursell
linble 1o the same conduel in eases which may
ocenr.'  Mr. Bird of course held quile different
views about his duties and obligntions. He wrote
““ The most regular mode for M. Durrac Lo have
adopted would I conceive have been that of an appli-
eation to me 1o enler upon an investigation and if
during the enquiry T [ound it necessary {o attach the
property of tlie suspeeied persons.”

Swarnp Chandra Ghosh and Ram Gangn Sen
were, lhowever, private cilizens. Belore long
Government employee in the execution of his ob-
vious dutics fell a victim to M. Darrac's miscon-
ceived notion of rights. The Collector of Customs
had his residence on the river banks. Two of his
Chaprasis were earrying his Tachari boxes. On
their way fthey enconntered two weavers wilh
smuggled thread and, as was their duty, arresled
them. Unluckily they chose to follow a shorter
rotite to the office which passed throngh a part of
the French compound. One of the Chaprasis safe-
ly crossed this area with one of ihe weavers in his
charge bul the second man was arvested with the
other weaver whose shouts of Dohai Saheh had
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attracted Captain Darrac’s atiention. The Captain
at once conclnded that the Chaprasi had violated the
sanctity of French territory and the frantic cries of
Dohai implied nothing short of a formal application
for French protection on the part of the weaver. The
Chaprasi was administered ** six stripes of the
Ratton for having violated the French terrvitory and
having exercised ihere an anthority which belongs
solely 1o the Chiefl of the Tindge.”  Mr. Bird's pro-
tests hronght forth another nneourleous reply conch-
ed in violent iorms of insul,

A Sepoy chastised by the French Chief for a
purely technical offence did not bring his case fo
the notice of his official superiors out of a sense of
shame and for fear of losing prestige.

Captain Darrae was nol, however, satisfied
with these ostenfatious demonstralions of French
sovereignty in his corner of Dacea. He soon licens-
ed a Ganja shop within the boundary of his Factory
and there was talk of his opening a distillery and a
lignor shop as well. These wonld adversely affect
the excise income of the Brilish Indian Govern-
ment and add considerably to the policing difficulties
in the main town hy creating [or the bad charactérs
of the city a safe asylum and regular rendezvous.
Mr. Bird,. therefore, drew the attention of the
Governor-General and Couneil to the pretensioms of
the French Chiel and sought their direction on the
subject. Apparently he was a less ardent student of
old treaties than his militani French neighbour.

The Governor-General-in-Couneil — promptly
addressed the Hon'ble M. Ravier of Chandernagore

16—1808B
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on the subject. They observed that ** on general
principles ol national law we are satisfied that no
establishment under the denomination of a commer-
cial factory can be entitled to the execrcise of a
separale legal authority independent of the laws and
regulations of the Government of the country in
which it is situated. On the other hand the
govereignly of the British Govermment being ex-
prossly recognised throughout all parts of these
Provinces excepling within the limits of the Terri-
torial possession of the other European nations, it
is equally our conviction that it was never the inlen-
tion of the high eonlracting parties to the Conven-
tion of the Tth March 1815, to confound the
distinetion cxpressly preserved between those pos-
sessions and mere eommercial Factories, or to con-
fer on the Factories of His Most Christian Majesty
in India those privileges of Independent jurisdiction
which have not been admitted in [avour of the other
powers and are indeed withheld [rom HEsiablish-
ments of a similar deseription in other countries.”
M. Ravier was, therefore, requested ' 1o instruct
M. Darrac to abstain in [uiure from the usnrpation
of powers which do not helong to his station and to
confine the execrcisc of his authority to the mere
superintendence of the commercial affairs of the
Factory without interfering in any degrce whatever
in matters beyond the limits of his public duty."

It does not appear that the Chandernagore
Government offered any reply to this letter but it is
obvious that this firm protest gave quielus to M.
Darrac’s pretensions for ever and similar claims
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were not revived in any other part of the province.
In fact the French Factory at Dacea was abandoned
for good in o few years, and when in 1824 TLord
Ambherst ollered o purchase the buildings on behall
of the last Indin Company M. Pelssier polilely
stated thut o Lrench subject lad alrcady soliciled
the leuse of the Factory and its buildings but as the
previous lossee was in adverse possession of the Fae-
tory an appeal had been made to the Court at Dacea.
Thus within live years of M. Darrac's assumption
ol the charge of the Ducca Factory were all his un-
warranted claims tacitly repudiated by his own
countrymen.

It may be noted Lere that in 1821 the French,
the Duteh and the Portugucse made similar claims
at Burat on the strength of Farmans they had re-
ceived [rom the Mughal Emperors in days gone by.
Bul the Governor-General beld that *‘ the Mogul
grants arc not permanenily binding on the British
Government "' and whatever privileges the French
gnd the Duteh might have aequired [rom such
grants were desiroyed by the military conquest of
their seltlements and facfories but the Portuguese
stood on g different [ooting and in their case a
speeial revocation of their privileges should be made.

Such elaims as the French made at Dacea in
1819 and at Surat in 1821 were due mainly to the
British recognition of the Emperor of Delhi and the
Nawab of Murshidabad as de jure rulers. So long
as they enjoyed the substance of power they did not
mind if there were legal anomalies here and there
and the fiction of Mughal sovereignty continued



124 CONFLICT OF SOVEREIGNTY AT DACCA, 1819

practically unchallenged long alter the Emperor had
beeome o mere pensioner of the Bast India Company
and the fietion of Nizamat in Bengal survived until
the Nawab ol Murshidabad was persuaded to part
with that titular dignily,

The above article is Losed on the following records : (1) Toreign
Doparlment Procecdings, dsted Zlsl May, 1819, (%) Foreign Dopart-
ment Procesdings, General B, January, 18806, Nes, 07 and 08, (H
Foreign Consultations, 11th March, 1824, No. 3.

For the lotters of Gregorius Horclota, Oliel of Chinsurah Dutch
Factory, to Nowab Mubsrak-ud-Deoloh and Muhamnnd Riza Ehan,
seo Calendar of Persian Correspondence, Vol VII, Nos, 907 and 208,
Pp. 91-83.



A NOTE ON FREI MANOEL DA ASSUMPCAO

Though ihe Bengali works of Manocel da
Assumipgao huve of late received some nolice, we
know ns yet next to nothing about him and his
colleagues.  We learn from his publications that
Iivora in Porbugal was bis native city, that be was
the hend of the 8t. Nicholas Tolentino Mission in
Bengal and that he had his head quarters at Nagari
near Dacca. The biographical diclionaries of
Barbosa Machado and Innocencio Francisco da Silva
have nothing to add to this very meagre information.
It is, therefore, with greal satisfaction that we note
that Sr. Ricardo Michael Telles has unconsciously
contributed, however briefly, to our knowledge of
the great Portuguese missionary’s life in an article
on the convent of the Bf. Augustinians recently con-
{ributed to a Goa journal.!

The Augustinian monks arrived at Goa as early
ns 1572 and built a modest convent the same year
on Monie Santo. Their order did not lack in wealth
or influence and counted some of the Archbishops of
Goa among ils members. Twenly-five years later
a convent of more ambitious dimensions was built
on o magnificent scale and a historian of Groa ob-
gerves with evident pride, ** Few cities in Europe
can boast of a finer edifice of the kind.” Tt received
appreciating notice [rom many distinguished travel-
lers and Dr. Buchanan was particularly impressed

10 Orisnte Portugues, No. 26, 1809,
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by its library and the interesting botanical speci-
mens preserved in the adjoining garden. In course
of time a college and seminary were atiached to the
convent and a list or book of the novices was com-
piled [rom the 28th of April, 1705, at the instance
of Frei Antonio de Pilar. This list has been ap-
pended to Sr. Telles’ interesting paper.  Luckily
the compiler did not omit from his list those monks
who began their apprenticeship ab Lisbon  and we
thus eome across a briel nole on I'rei Manocel da
Assumpeao.  There eannot be the least doubt about
his identity, for reference has been made to his resi-
dence in Bengal. We learn from Frei Pilar’s
“livro *' that Manoel became a novice on the 3Lst
Mareh, 1722, and he died in Bengal in 1764, When
he arrived in India we do not exnetly know, bui
obviously he must have spent some time ab the
Aungustinian head quarters at Gon hefore he trans-
ferred his activitics to Bengal,  While a layman,
Manocel was called Mignel Roballo (sic.). 1Tis
father's name was Tedro Gonsalves Reballo and his
mother was Caterina de Matos.  They helonged to
Villa de Toro Guarda at the time of Manoel's ordi-
nalion, but as he describes himsell as a nalive of
Evora, either they might have lived in that cily
sometimes earlier, or Manoel must have spent the
major part of his early lile and received his educa-
tion there, for Evora was an arch-cpiscopal ity and
a University town. That is all that the list of
novices, brought to light by 8r. Telles, tells
us, and scanty though the fresh informatlion
ig, it indicates a line ol enquiry which may
now be pursned. Manocl, we are fold, died
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in Bengal forty-two years after he took the
orders and tweniy-one years after the publication
of his grammar and catechism. Very probably he
passed away al Nagari and was most likely buried
there. The St. Nicholas Tolentino Mission is still
in existence and has a chureh and sehool at Nagari,
and a senreh may be made among the old ceclesiasti-
cal records, if any still survive, for further informa-
tion abont Manoel, and in the local graveyard [(or his
last resting place,

It may be noted here that the list also mentions
another monk, Frei Ambrosio de 8t. Agostinho, to
whom we are indebied for an early acconnt of the
Mission of St. Nicholas Tolentine and its founder
Dom Antonio do Rozario, a Bengali convert and
puthor of an old Bengali prose dialogne, the carliest
work ol ils kind, so [far known. Ambrosio
apparently hegan his novieiate in the Augustinian
seminary at Gioa on the 15th March, 1706. Son of
Joaquim Tisteves de Abreu and Maria Nunes of
Lisbon, Ambrosio was known by the name of
Antonio Nunes de Abreu before he renounced the
world. It is now evident that Ambrosio and Manocel
were contemporaries, though the Intter was some
pixteen years junior to the former. As Ambrosio
came to India early in 1706 and went twenty years
later to preach in Bengal, it is quite likely that he
came across some of the junior contemporaries of
Dom Antonio, as there is an interval of sixty-three
years only hetween Dom Antonio’s enslavernent in
Arakan and Frei Ambrosio’s arrival in Bengal. We
can, therefore, accept his account of the 8t.
Nicholas Tolentino Mission and Dom Antonjo do
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Rozario ns fairly authentic if the miracles and
supernatural incidents, in which he readily believed,
are excepted. It is fairly certain that the Portu-
guese version of Dom Antonio's Argumento ¢ Dis-
puta, to which Ambrosio refers, could not he  the
work of Munoel da Assumpeao who began his novi-
ciate at Lisbon on the last day of March, 1722,
Bul it is quile conceivable that the mamseript,
which Ambrosio saw during his residenee ot Nagari,
was. still in existence when Manoel joined the
Mission in Bengal, and was used by him for {he
preparation of his iext and translation.

A eareful examinalion of the Augustinian re-
cords at Gon may throw more light on the life and
work of Manocl da Assumpeno.



POSTAL REFORMS OF WARREN HASTINGS

A century ago tlie penny postnpge was estab-
lished for the first Llime in Fogland and the memory
of Sir Roland Hill is to-duy gratefully cherished not
only by his eountrymen but thousands of admirers
all over the world. Tt was to FTill's earefu! caleula-
tion that we owe a uniform and cheap rate of postage
that leaves distance absolutely vut of aceount and the
current systemn of payment belore posting by means
of a tiny * list of paper jnst Iarge enough to hear
the stamp, and covered at the back with o glutinous
wash "' was also devised hy him. Great as Hill's
achicvements were, we should not forget that another
great Tinglishman tried {o anticipate some of his
veforms m [ndw as carly as 1774, In o wminute,
dated the 17th Japuary (now in the keeping of the
Iinperial Record Department, New Delhi) Warren
ITastings evolved a scheme of postal reforms that
deserves more than a passing notice.  As in Eng-
land, privileged persons in India also enjoyed the
right of sending their letters free of postage and
ITnstings complained that ** the present Management
of the Dauks is attended wilh many Inconveni-
ences.  Privale Tetters are exempt from Postage
and the whole expence of the Kstablishment [lalls
upon the Company.” The total expenditure under
this head, according to the Governor (for the rank
and dignity of Governor-General had not yet been
eonferred on hLim), amounted to Rs. 1,78,796-2-7
excluding ** The expence of Houscs for the accom-
modation of the Dawks, of Boals Oil Massal ete.,”

17—18288
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““in Dacea, Midnapore and other Districts in
Bengal."  Moreover, as Hastings proceeded fo
point out, ‘‘ the Eslablishment is involved in a
Labyrinth of Obscurity without Checks and without
System. The Delays on the Road are oflten grealer
than those of common Cosgids or Cowricrs without
n Possibility of eorrecling them becanse it eannot be
known by whom they arc oceasioned.  Of {hese
delays the President himself hias had repeated Troofs
in 80 much that whenever he has had oecension for
extraordinary Dispaich, he has made use of express
Cossids and these never failed to exceed the regnlar
Dawks by nearly hall ihe apace of Time employed
by the latter for the same Dislances.”” Warren
Hastings was nol a man to put up with nnnecessary
expense and avoidable delay. He at once sel lo
devise a scheme that would at once sccure eeonomy
and expedition.

His "' plan of a new cstablishment of Dawks
and of a general Posl Office "’ was based on {hree
simple principles :

(1) *“ That all letters shall Pay Postage, ox-
cepting such as arc on the Publie Service."”’

(2) ** That private letters should pay a moderate
postage and the different paris of the country shounld
be brought under ome uniform system.'

(8) ** That the Postage on inland Leiters shall
be paid when put into the Office, at the following
Rates :—

Single Letter for every Hundred Miles—
2 annas,

Double Letter in Proportion according to their
Weight. Obviously Warren Hastings realised the



POSTAL REFORMS OF WARREN HASTINGS 131

ufility and advantage of advance payment of post-
age. He had, in [act, suggested the same rcmedy
as ITill did six decades later for avoiding delay in
delivering and taxing letters and ho was also in
favour of o cheap and vnilorm rate. Here, how.
ever, FHill's proposals were more scientific and far-
reaching than those of Warren Haslings, He was
nob prepared Lo ignore distance as one of the main
fnetors in transporl expenscs.  Considering the
condition of ronds in those days we cannot blame
Hastings if he suggested that the rate of postage
should vary with distance. Bui he partly antici-
pated LLll, il not expressly, at least by implication,
when in [raming his schedule he ignored for all
practical purposes all distances less than ong hun-
dred miles.

Hastings did not think of adhesive stamps buf
he did suggest tokens of o different kind for the con-
venience of the general public.  T'wo of his proposed
rules provided : " That all Letters shall be stamped
with the Day of (he Month on which they are deli-
vered info any Chiel Office.’” ** That for the [acility
of paying the Poslage on Letters small Copper
Tickets be immediately struck to be received at the
rate of Two Annas each but to pass only al the Post
Office.’”” Apparently the public were expected to
buy these small copper tickets and the letters were
to be received at and stamped by the Post office when
these tokens were presented. It may be incidentally
noted that, like Hill, Hastings also foresaw that
with the introduction of cheap postage, *‘ the Post
office now a heavy Burden may in lime become a
Jource of Revenue to the Company,’’ and the popu-
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larity as well as prosperity of the present Postal
department bear ample testimony to Hustings's un-
common [oresight.

We may conelude by quoling in extenso the
speeifie recommendations of Warren astings re-
garding the proposed Tostal  establishment  which
would bring the different purts under ong unilorm
and general system :—

1st. ** That the Dawks be lormed into four
Divigions as follows :

1st Division from Calcutia to Ganjam.

9nd Division from Calentla to Patna.

3rd Division from Patnn {0 Benares, and lo
guch farther Distance as may be lerealter
determined.

4ih Division [rom Caleutta to Dacea.

2ud. That no Dawks he appointed to the Cross
Roads (excepting Dinagepoor) as herealter men-
tioned but Cossids only oceasionally employed by
the Provincial Councils and Colleclors, to convey
the Letlers to the nearesi stages of the Dawlks; the
Pay and other charges of these Cossids (o be irans-
mitted Monthly to the Post Master General, whose
Office will be hereafter deseribed.

8rd. That as the Mililary Operations in Cooch
Beyhar require a constant and regular Correspon-
dence, a Cross post be established between Dinage-
poor and Rajemahal and that it remains for [uture
consideration whether it will be necessary to estab-
lish a Cross post from Burdwan on the Assembling
of the Council at that Place.
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4th. That three Hircarrahs or Dawks, one

Massalehy and One Drom, be appoinied to each
stage, viz, ;—

Miles L stoges Ilircarrabs Mosssul Drume
From Quleutta to Chanjarm 358 42 120 42 42

fur
4
w  Culontéa to Paloa 208 1 e 1:] 144 18 A
v Patin to Bensres W 4 19 o w1
w  Caloutla Lo Daces 17 1 a1 03 2] 2l
Crosa Boad from Dinage- ) o ] 9 9 ?
poor te Rajormalal,
Total .. 1070 @ 189 417 130 1A

Tor the particulars of these stages see the Book
of Roads laid beflore the Board for their Inspection.
5th.  That a Moonshy be fixed at each Capital
stage, who shall have charge of a certain Number of
stages, viz, :—
Moonshy — Stages
1st from Caleutla to Narrangur T 10

Norrangur Lo Ballnsore 1 7
Ballasore to Cattack 1 12
Caltark lo Ganjam 1 18
4 4%
ond from Calouiln to Moorshedabad ... 1 14
Moorshedabad to Rajemahal 1 9
Rajomahal to Mongheer 1 13
Mongheer to Patna L
4
8rd from Patoa to Buxar P | 10
Buxar to Benares PP | a
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4th from Caleutta to Rajapoor 1 10

Rajepoor 1o Dacea .1 11

2 at

al Dinngepoor A § 1]
.13

In all Moonshy

6th. That two Curree Wallas, or Timne
Keepers be appointed with each Munshy for the
purpose of determining the arrival of each packet,
which shall be writien on the Outside of the packet,
and an Account thereol with the time of the last
Dispatch kepl by the Munshee,

Tth. That a Deputy Post Master be appointed
with the [ollowing Establishment of Servants at the
following Stations, who shall have Charge of all the
Btages from the Presidency, on the next Station
preceding him to the Place of his Residence, pay
the Moonshees Charges dependant on him, lake an
Account of all Letters received and dispatched, re-
ceive and issue Letters, transmit his Acconni and
reports to the Post Master General, asnd receive his

orders.

Establishment: Deputy.
sl Moorshedabad 1 10 Peons
Paina 10
Banares 1 2 .
CGanjam 1 2 .
Dacea 1 2
Dinagepoor 1 L
G 28

8th. That a Post Master Gencral be appoint-
ed at Calcutta with one Deputy, one Merda or native
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assistant, seven sorters, one Jamadar and fifteen
Peons [or Distributing Letters. He will have the
Control of the whole Establishment, and all the
Accounts will be brought into his Office ;—

The whole Establishment then will be as fol-
lows :—

Hirenyrihs ... 417 @ Ha. 7 per menth 2 919
Mussnlehens .. 180 @ Rs. 3 - 417
Dt .. 189 @ Ra. 8 i 417
Oil Massuells, TTouse renl, and Drums o be paid by
the Mooushy .o 180 @ Re. 6 " 84
Munshoos .. 18 @ Rs. 80 i 590
Churry Wallas v 20 @ Hs, 4 " 104
Deputy Tost Masters ... 0 @ Re. 100 i 800
Teons with Do, ... 28 @ Hs. 4 2 112
Tost Muster (leneral e 50O
1 Depuby e 260
1 Naib or Merdu oo 100
4 Writors
1 Jamaday w0
16 Peons @ Ra, § e 90
1 Head Sorler R [
0 Undor Borlers @ Ha, § e 0
Condles, Wux Gurrabs, ELuLlunpry. &e. .. 100
— 1,800

Bont Charges ns Per Account to be hereaftor

adjusted, estimated nt the highest supposed
rate 1,000
8,083

Which amounts per annum to Rg. 96,270



136 POSTAL REFORMS OF WARREN HASTINGS

Bye Rules.

1. That all Letters shall pay postage, except-
ing such as are on the Public Service.

2. That the postage on inland Letters shall he
paid when put into the Office, at the following
Rates :

Single Letters for every Hundred Miles—
2 Annas.

Double Letters in Proportion according to
their Weight.

3. That Letters coming hy Sea, or [rom
foreign settlements shall pay on Delivery, and be
rated al § postage.

4, That a Table of -postage formed according
to 1he above Rules, be affixed at the Difforent Ofices
for the Public Inspection.

5. That the post office in Caleulta shall bhe
open from ten o'clock in the morning till One, for
the Delivery of Letters; and from Six till Nine in the
Evening for the receipt of Letters.

6. That a daily Account of the Number and
Weight of Letters dispatched, with the Amount of
Postage be kept at each Office; that a Monthly Ac-
count be transmitted to the Post Master General by
his Deputies and that a general Abstract of the
whole Receipts and Disbursements be 1aid before the
Board every, Month,

7. That the Letters when received into the
Offices shall be sorted, and puf up in separate Bags
for the different Stations, together with a Note of
the number in each,
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8. That all Tetters shall be stamped with the

Day of the Months on which they are delivered into
any Chief Office.

9. That for the Facility of paying the Postage
on Letters small Copper Tickels be immediately
sirnck to be received at the rate of Two Annas each
but to pass only al the Post Office."’

We do not know whether this recommendation
was necepled in toto by the colleagnes of the Gover-
nor for our records ure incomplete but from papers
of a subsequent date il appears thal a Post Master
(reneral was appointed and steps were faken to build
and purchase houses [or Post Offices in different
parts of the Country.

Warren Hastings will be remembered not only
for his achievements but also for much more that he
tried to achieve,

1818288
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Jomes Henry Jobnston® was n [airly  well
koown person in his diys.  Lord Willimn Denbinek
thought highly of bim. e used to dine with the
Liord Bishop of Caleuttn and had the distinetion of
owning u nicknume.® After his death hig friends
and admirers provided o memorial tablet in St.
Stephen's Church at Kidderpore,® and the Dictionury
of National Biography placed him on the voll of the
immortals by awarding him half a page.* ** Steam "
Johnston did more than any ol his contemporaries
to popularise stcam navigation in India. DBut [ame
played him lalse and his is » name qulte unknown
or slightly known to-day.

Born in 1787, J. H. Johnston entered the Royal
Navy in 1803 and had the proud privilege ol partici-
pating in the [amous naval battle of Tralalgar.
Placed on hall pay in 1815, Johnston had 1o leave
liome in search of a career clsewhere. He repaired
to India in 1817 and through the influcnee of hig
friends obiained command of the Prince Blucher.®

1 Lord Olare, Govarnar of Bombay, in a loblor to Wilson of Caloutta
ealls bum Johmson (Dengal Past and Present, Vel I, lsrv I, page
181). In tbo memorial toblet st Hidderpore also he is ealled Jolinwon
{op. eit., p. 141 but in the official papers he is invanebly colled
Johnston snd he subszeribos himesll s such in his oficinl correspond-
ence,

2 Bengal Past and Present, Vol. II, pp, 2488,

3 Ihidd, p. 141

1 Vol, XXX, p, 66.

& Ihid,
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In 1821 he tried in vain to found a sailors’ home at
Calcutta but the palronage of the Marquis of
Hastings secured him two luerative appointments in
quick succession. He could not assume the duties
of either, for urgent husiness demunded his presence
ot homne, and there he had to go without the least
delay.

When Jolmston reached London o scheme for
floating a Cieneral Steam Navigation Company was
already in the air. A public mecting had been called
at the instance of Mr. Jolife and Johnston was
nominated on the committee appointed in that con-
nection.! He threw himself heart and soul into the
scheme and his investigations eonvineed him of the
practicability of cffecting steam communication
between Great Britain and her Indian territories hy
the Meditervancan, thongh the Suer was still an
isthmus. Tn a pamphlel he worked oul the details
of hig plan and expressed the hope of completing the
double voyage [rom England to Tndia and back in
one hundred and twenty days. The scheme, how-
ever, did not make much headway and [ailing to
convinee the business men of England Johnston
came once more lo India to enlist the financial sup-
port of the European merchants of Calentta. He
received Imi a poor response and the necessary capital
conld not be raised.

Though Johnston had failed in his principal
mission hig troubles did not go altogether unreward-
ed. He succeeded in creating a public interest in

1@, A. Trinsep, An Acronmt af Steam  vessels and of Proceedings
comnécbed with Steam Navigalion in Brilish Indig, Calontts, 1830,
. B8, i
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his favourite subject and the citizens of Calentta
decided at a public meeting, held at the Town Hall
on the 5th November, 1823, to raise by subseription
a sum of one lakh of Rupees to reward the first sue-
cessful double voyage by steam comnpleted within
140 days cither by the Cape or the Suez route, pro-
vided it was effected by the 81st of December, 18201
A single journcy either way, completed within 70
days belore the expiry ol the stipulated date, would
entitle the suecessful Captain 1o hall the s,
Eventually the expected sum could not be collecled,
and only Rs. 69,903-12-5 were raiscd. But the lure
of the -prize had caught three persons—Taylor,
Maudeslay and Gordon, and a hoat was already
under construction when Johnston reached Tiondon.
He readily joined the venture, and as Taylor finally
withdrew from it, the business was once more con-
fined to three partners,

The new boat, launched from the dockyard of
Messrs. Gordon and Co. in Tebrvary, 1825, was
christened the Enterprise, and Johnston set out on
his quest from Falmouth on the 16th August to reach
Diamond Harbour on the 8th December, 113 days
later.* TFrom the very first it was cvident that the
Enterprise could not possibly qualily for the prize.
Johnston, contrary to his previoug plans, had heen
persuaded to follow the Cape route and the coal
supply was particularly unsatisfactory. The Enter-
prise did not steam all the way from England to.
India; the Captain had recourse to canvas when-
ever he was unable to feed his engines for lack of

1 Prinsep, op. eil., p. 8.
1 Prinsep, op. cit., pp. 70,
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fuel. The Enterprise was not the first steam boat
in India. As carly as 1819 a toy steamer had been
built for the Nawab of Oudh with an imported
engine, and in 1823 the Diana plied in the Ganges
a8 u passonger boat to the great wonder of the
counbry people.t  But the importance of Johnston's
achievenients should not be minimised on that ae-
counb, e hnd demonsbrated to the satisfaction of
every body concerned that stemn  communication
could be established between  Englaind and  India
even by the lunger routes, and from 1825 commences
his real carcer in India.

As a commercinl proposition the prospects of
the Enlerprise were far from bright, Tt was cvident
that as a passenger boat she could not expect to pay
her way, but luckily for the owners the Government
ol India had realised the wiility of sieam boats in
their war with Burma.  The Diana, though a com-
mereial failure, had rendered an excellent account
ol hersell as o transport and messenger ship. The
aelievements of Captain Johnston had carly attract-
cdl the notice of Tord Amherst’s Government. Seven
days alter Iis arvival at Diamond Harbour he re-
veived from the Government a letter of warm eonora-
tulations in which it was unambiguously stated that
the Government expected * the most  beneficial
consequences to the state and to the commercial
world [rom the active prosecation of the new sysiemn

1 Prinsep, op. cit, pp. 8-4; W. H. tlarcy, The Good Old Deys of
Monourable Joln Contpany, pp, 1810, Messrs. H. O, und A. Robinson
ars abviously wiong when they sesert (dcconnt af some Tecent Tmproe-
mants in the Systens of Novigatang the Ganges by Iron Sleam Vasrels,
London, 1848, p. 22) thay " Captun Johnston brought tho firsl gtesner
pver soen in Indis round he Cape,’ :
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of navigalion which you have introduced into these
distant sens.’”* The reference lo the henefits that
the state might derive from the exertions ol Captain
Jolmston was nol without a special significance.
On the 12th December, or only 4 days aller the
arrival of the Enterprise, the Governor-Cieneral in
Couneil had resolved that ** Adverling o the great
advantage to the public service fo be derived [rom
the employment of a sleam vessel during the present
war with Ava the Covernor-General in Couneil is
of opinion that it will be highly desirable to purchase
the Enterprisc steam vessel which has just arrived
from England.'® The Hon'ble Mr. Hurringlon
was not in favour of purchasing the boat outright.
He suggested that the (rovernment might hire the
Enterprise for six months atl the rate of 25,000 Sicea
Rupees per mensem.! But Captain Jolnston on
behalf of the Committee for the management of that
vegse] refused to let her on hire. He was prepared
to sell the Enterprise for £40,000 or Rs. 400,000 to
be paid in England." The question was naturally
relerred to the Marine Board and they observed that
‘* for speed and cerlainty of despatch......we cannot
but feel that her services would be invaluable and
descrving liberal remuneration.” They calenlated
that the establishment charge of the ship would
amount to Rs. 14,000 per mensem independently
of the salary of the ecommander, but as *‘ much of

1 Homas Dept. Publia Cone., 16th Des,, 1825, No. 11, Johnetan's
reply to tho sbove, dated Dec. 1 (Home Dept. Public Cons., 223 Dec.,
1835, No 0).

1 Home Dept. Public Cons., 15th Dec., 1825, Mo, 8,

2 Homa Depl. Public Cons,, 15th Dee,, 1885, No. 9.

§ Home Dept, Pablic Cons,, 22nd Dec,, 1885, No. 8,
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the success must depend upon him,"” they recom-
mended that the services of Captain Johnston should
be rotained. They also laid down that the Enter-
prise should be purchased on condition that ** her
services shall be rendered immediately available by
the assent of the Engincers to enter into engage-
mends 1o continue in their present sitvations for a
given length of time,'"

On the 18th December the Governor-General
axpressed himself in [avour of purchase and Messrs.
Iarrington and Bayley concurred with him.* Tt is
needless to add that military exigencies satisfactorily
explain the expedition with which the negotiation
was concluded on behalf of the Government and the
Enterprise promptly changed hands.

The running expense of the Lnlerprise, how-
ever, considerably cxcceded the cstimate of the
Marine Board. One of the three Engineers refused

1 Extraot from Public Ongioel Cons., 38nd Dec,, 1835, o, 2.

Commnnder,

1 ivt v “ia 150
1 Officers a 130

3 - & 100 &
2 Engincers @ 300 . = 400
Carpantor 100
8ix suporior Ses Conmigs .. 20 120
40 Lnscara 10 400
Cook—Borvants, sto, 100
Wagea without Commandar ... i 1,600
Victuals 500
Btores and Eails = wax 1,500
Coals per caleulation - o - 4,890
Intersst on 400,000 Ra, @ b per conk, ... 2,000
Wear and Tear—10 per cent. It s 4,000

14,010
Y Home Dapt. Public Cons., 22nd Dwec,, 1825, Noa, &7.
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to serve in India and the other two demanded a salary
of Rs. 500 per mensem and they had to be employed
on their own terms.! The Marine Board recom-
mended the appointment of Captain Jolnston on
Rs. 1,000 per month. Resides this, he used to get
a sum of Rs. 180 ag table woney.  Captain John-
ston's salary and allowances were lixed at a liberal
scale in view of hig special knowledge, for when a
year later two officers of the Enterprise were selected
to command the newly built Irawaddy and the
Ganges o salary of Rs. 400 only was sanctioned.®
Mr. Wall, Commander of the Hoogly, drew Rs. 160
only per mensem in 1833.°% The f{otul establish-
ment charge of the Enterprise in salary and allow-
ance alone amounted to Rs. 4,449-2-0.%

1 Home Dept. Tublic Cons., 22 Deo,, 16825, No, 4. The Bngineors
olso gob toble money ak the rote of Ms. % per dicm,

Firstly.~They eogage to bind themsolves to serve on board the
Enterpriee an Epgiveers, doing (ho dulics which thoy heve dons on
the possage out ol no olher for o period of twelve monoths, unless
provented by sickness, lo be ovidoneced by medieal corliliesle, at o
monthly ealary of Sicen Dupecs five hundrod (Sa, Us, 600) wilh pro-
vigions lo be found then by the Governmont.

Secondly.—~That thoy ore to bo considered as permonont officers
and to be continued on their salories if sick undor medical cortificote,
ond shonld it bo necessary for them Lo bo romoved on shore for the
bopefit of their health, that lodgings or houso ront, as well as o [air
sumd for vietualling thempalves, unleas thoy wre victualled ot lodgings
provided by Governmont, should be mecorded thom,

Thirdly~In cose of being obliged to retorn home at ony lime
during lbo bwelve months from eickness, under medical corlifionts, thab
o comlortable pasenge, suited to their rank of lifo, shall be provided
for them, snd o Donntion of Sicen Hupees five hundred (8a. Ha. G00)
ba granted thom, ond the same to be sllowad in cnse Government shonld
from whetever cause dispense with Lheir services st any time previous
to the expirafion of six months from tho period of their engaging.

3 Home Fub. Cons., 19th Oet., 1828, Noa, 18 & 20.

3 Home Pub. Cona., 22nd July, 1833, Mo. 89.

4 Home Pub. Cons., Gth Jamuary, 1836, No. 9. Ses foolnots on

nest page.
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The war services of the Enterprise and her
Captain fully justified the decision of the Governor-
To quote Mr. Prinsep,! ** on
the oceasion, having brought the news of the first
cessation ol hostilities, many days before Caplain
Snodgrass  werived  with  the  despatehes in His
Majosty's ship Champion, although the Champion
had sailed before the Bnterprise even reached

General in Council,

Fatimodo of Pay snd Provision monay roquived for the Commanders,
Officern, nnil Orow of the Hon'lle Company Steam Vessel, the Enter-

prize for one Maonth ;—
Coaminander al
Firat Offieer ot
Beeond Officer at
Third Officer ol
4 Engineors
1 Carpanler

« 1,000 Rupees per month

¥a

any

1 Carpentar's Muta ...

0 Hen Conmoies
Hlnkorn
Hwooper
Ayrang
T'yndals
Tysanuly
Lakenra
Bondurry
Tapasses
Blaward
Cook
Feryand

-
L = I R = =

150
120
100
500
70
Go

]
a0
20

EEEE

12
10
a0
18
20

2 Toya ot T Rnpma. ucll
Talla allownanes for Commandara u.l. oix Rupm per day
To the Commander for 8 officers st 8
To 2 Tngineers at 2 Ropeea per day
Provigion money for siz Sap Connies snd six stokers on

swoeper ab 12 annas

To Do,

Da,
Da.
Da,
Do,
Do,
Da.
Da.
Da.
Da.
Da.
Dao.
Da,
T,
Da.
Da.
Do,
Da,
Do,

e aea

47 Notives at 24-0 per yoooli mol

Ope Carpenter and one Mate ot 12 annes coch

Total Pay and Provision for ono menth ...

10p. Cib, p. 11,
1618288

1,000
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4,442-9
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Rangoon, she saved the ireasury above six lakhs, by
preventing the transmission of stores, fresh contracts
for transports and other expenses, which a delay of
twenty-four hours would have incurred.” Belween
Tth Jannary, 1826 and B8rd Febrnary, 1828 the
Enierprise made no less than iwenfy-six journcys
between Caleutta and different ports of the Bay of
Bengal, though she was under repair from Seplem-
ber, 1826 to March, 1827.1

Before the purchase of the Enterprise the Gov-
ernment had decided to have two more steam bonts
locally built with engines imported from home. Tt
is to be noted that the new engines eame from Mr.
Maundeslay's workshop and the boats were built at
Kidderpore by Messrs. Kyd & Co. with timber sup-
plied from Government stores. The new hoats were
named the Irmoaddy and the Ganges and they could
be fitted with heavy gung if necessary. The Enter-
prise naturally supplied the Commanders of the new
steamers as officors with necessary cxperience could
be found on her staff alone. The Government went
on with their building programme and hy 1828 two
more boats, the Burhampooter and the Hoogly, were
launched at Kidderpore and Howrah. Steamers
were no Jonger novelties to be admired, but their
running expense and upkeep werg still too heavy for
business firms. The Government, however, had
found them useful and the Commissioner of the
newly annexed province of Assam requisitioned the
gervices of one of the new boats. Probably the

1 Prinsep, o, cit., Appendix O,
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Burhampooter would have been sent to ply in the
river that gave her name but Lord William Bentinck
decided otherwise. He was of opinion that if
stemmers could successlully navigale the Ganges
considerable economy in money and time could be
elfecled in military transport. It was found that in
1825-20 boat hire alone for conveying trovps came
o live lnkhs and sevenly two thousand. His Lord-
ship, therelore, asked My, H. T. Prinsep to go into
the question and submit a report. Mr, H, T.
Prinsep’s report hag been so ably summarised by
Mr, G. A, Pringep* that T need not repeat the find-
ings here.  Mr, Prinscp came 1o the conclusion that
il a regular stecamer service could be established
beiween Calcutia and Allahabad considerable saving
could be effected in military expenses. The scheme
demanded a carelul survey ol the courses of the
Ganges aud the sounding of its depth at different
points. Captain Johnston had been consulted by
the Governor-Greneral and had submiited a note on
the subject. Il was quite natural that he should be
appoinied to conduct the preliminary survey. With
him wag associated another naval officer of experi-
once, Captain Thonas Prinscp. They left Calcutta
on the 8th September, 1828 on the Hoogly, com-
manded by Mr. Warden of the pilot service. The
journey up was completed in 24 days bul the refurn
journey took ten days less. It fook an ordinary
country boat three months to cover the same distance.
The result of the experiment was, therefore, exceed-
ingly satisfactory. The Hoogly made & second

10p. cit., Chapter IV.



148 ‘““ STEAM '’ JOHNSTON

journey' with less satislaclory result, but sufficient
materials had already been colleeted and TLord
William Bentinck decided 1o procecd with his
scheme.

Meanwhile the Bumbay Government had also
been interesting themselves in stewn  navigation,
In 1829 o steam bout, the flugh Lindsay, was built
in the Bombny Dockyard and the Enlerprise wus
translerred to that Presidency. We newd not take
any notice ol her subsequent carcer here.  Sulliee il
to say thal though his boat lolt Bengal the services
of Captain Johmslon were retained under the desig-
nation ol Superiniendent of the Company’s Sieam
Vesscls, because lo quote a letter® to the Marine
Board, ** there cxisted no other officer so capable,
from his experience and intelligence of promoting
the success[ul establishment ol a sicam communica-
tion up the Ganges."”" No wonder that when ihe
Government decided to depute one ol their oflicers to
Europe {o colleet such data as might further their
plan of inland navigation the choice fell on Caplain
Johnston.

He arrived at London in April, 1831 and imme-
diately reported himsell to the Directors of the Kast
India Company. It was his intention to consult
scientists and to inspect the sloam vessels navigating
the Continental rivers before designing a perfect
model for India. It was quite natural that Johnston
should consult his old friend and partner Mr.
Maudeslay belore any body else. Maudeslay's
engines had been used by the Government of India

1 Copt, Johoston was not on board this time,
? Home Dept, Pob, Oons., @2nd Beph., 1838, No. 4.
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more than once. Among others he saw Watt and
Stephenson.  After inspecting English steam boats
Le left for the Contineut and travelled in Irance,
Germuny and Hollmd in sieam-propelled vessels.
It will not be possible to insert Lere Johnston's
correspondence on the subject which cover 112 folio
loolscap pages.! Aller coneluding his investiga-
tions on the Rhine, the Rhone and the Seine he
recommended * the adoption of Iron Boats, not
exceeding the dimensions set forth in my circular,
niz., 120 Il, in length by 20 to 22 in breadth with
low pressure condensing Engines aund Iron Boilers,
as ol once the most efficient and most | economical
that can be employed in Indian Internal Naviga-
lion.”"  Orders were placed with Maudeslay for o
pair of iron boats after Johnston's model and on the
3rd July, 1833 the Captain reporied his arrival ** in
the chartered ship Larkins with two iron steam
vessels and their engines. There are also embarked
on board for the Government stean service five
Supcrintending Engineers, five Engine Drivers and
two Boiler makers.’”® Thus iron boats witli iron
boilers were infroduced in Indian rivers.

It may be noted here that Johnston's iron boats
were not designed to carry passengers or cargo.
They were really tug-boats of very light draught
used for towing what in those days were siyled as
accommodation boats in which cabins and promenade
decks were provided for passengers and there was

1 Home Dept. Pub. Conms., § Feb,, 1688, E.W. to No. 18
3 Homa Dept. Pub, Oons., § July, 1883, Nos. 8 snd 4.
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ample room for their luggage and the horses of the
military officers. Drivate persons were booked only
when accommodation was available afier mecting
the demawds of the Government servants,

The establishment ol the boals was as follows 1

Bteam Toat, Balnry. Accommodobion Tosl.  Balary.
Ra. s

Commander of § years Commnnider of § yoors ... 360
porvies a00 Cannnamilo leas & yoars 200
Uopnandor of less § years 250 Main ol § yenra e 120
Munie of live yonra veo 125 Abowe & moul uneler & ... 10D
Male above 2 and nnder fmtl 100 Leas (linn 8 . 80
M’m.a loas 3 ... 80 Clork e 30
Byran i o 2048 1 Cacpenter e 2042
1 Tindn e 1448 1 Tindnl v 41
4 HBeakonies .. wee 1441 4 Heakomios IR £ =0 |
onch. aach.
10 Tascars ... we B4l 1 Linseiwa e 841
oach. each.
6 Btokers v pe 1641 9 Tripasncs we 1041
esch. 1 Onok w18
1 Corpenter ... o 2042 3 Bundary & Mate ... 8
1 Bundawy s w81 each,
1 Cook 104-2
1 Topase w1041
1 Sorvanl R % |

It is needless to say that the speed of the
steamers behind which trailed (he accommodntion
boats varied [rom season fo scason according to the
strength ol the curreni and the dopth ol the river.?
The steamers in those days used 1o lie at anchor at
night at a convenient place like the counfry boats
and that partly explains their slow progress.

1 Johueton's Memorandum, dated 9th September, 1830, See. Cons.,

15th Jan., 1840, No, 28.
1H, 0. & A. Robinson, op, cit., Appendix A, p. Td.
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On his return to Caleutta in 1833 Captain
Johnston was appointed Controller of the Honourable
Compuny’s Bleam Vesscls with a room in the Marine
Board Office. Tt was also decided that ** he should
be the channel for communicating all orders to the
Commanders of Steamers and for conducting the
correspondence of the Board connecled with that
branch of the service.” He was also to maintain
*“ a proper diseipline among the Officers, Engincers
and Crews of the steamers " and to prepare ** defail-
ed rules for the guidance of all ihe subordinales in
that Department.’” But the rise in rank did not
mean a riso in pay thongh it must have added to the
power and prestige of Captain Johnston.  He began
hig career in 1825 with a salary of Rs. 1,000 and a
table allowance of Rs. 180. When he refired in
1851 his emoluments nmounied 1o Rs, 1,245 in all,
of which Rs. 200 formed his personal allowance and
Rs. 45, ** Batta.'™

Tn 1834 two more ITron Boals arrived.* By
1835 Tord William Benlinek's three successlul
journeys by iron hoats {o Allahabad, despite adverse
cireumstances, had amply demonstrated * the practi-
cability of interior navigation ' but from a purely
business point of view the Government Sicam
Vessels could not be regarded as a going concern.
Captain Johnston, therefore, suggested a few
improvements. Hitherto one pilot was employed
on o monthly salary of Rs. 12 (and a boat) for every
fifty miles. This was found unsatisfactory. No

1 Home Dept. Pub, Cons., 2nd Bept., 1823, Mo &
* Mily. Dept. Marine Cons., 80th May, 1861, Nos. 7 and 8.
3 Home Dept. Pob. Cons., 1st Dec., 1834, Mo, 1.

2010388
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single man could be expected to have a thorough
knowledge of so long a course and the salary was not
attractive enough for really competeni persons.
Some thing had also to be done for keeping the river
course [ree [rom trees and other obslacles.  Captain
Johnston submitted a scheme that wonld ** admit of
pilots being stationed at cvery 25 miles on saluries
for four men and a boat of 16 Rs. per month.”” ITe
further suggested that the Government should main-
tain a small but ** efficient  establishment ol
engineers of their own "' so that such repairs as the
iron boats might need could be undertaken by them
instead of sending to ** the expensive and tardy
factory of Jessop and Company.’” This new estab-
lishment would necessarily demand mueh of his time
and energy, and Johnston suggested that a small
stall on Rs. 522 only a month should be appointed
to relieve him of his ordinary routine dutics. This
was readily conceded and the workshop was in due
course opened.'

1 Home Depl, Pub, Progs., 20th Feb., 1835, Nos, 17 and 18,
Preposed Ofice Bstablishment —

Ony Hesd Clork

Ona assistant Book Teeper :mﬂ Etrm! ]IMpur

One copyist -

Ons copyiat

Cne Dultory

Three Peona al §/- each

Tor the Workshop
One Durwan 1 ‘i, g Boll Offc
Ong Durwan
Cammon Lo the two nﬁca&-—ﬂm Mnuﬁm-
(Oma Bhinty T

One Ppon

ﬂ|n,“q qE[;ﬂsséﬁ
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In a memorandum dated the 26ih November,
1838, Johnston explains his plan for training Engi-
neers and engine drivers [or the inland steam naviga-
tion service.! He had then nine Steam Vessels under
his control, ** all cllicient for service.'’ ** A [ew
months alter my roturn to Caleutta,” he writes,
““in July 1838 [rom my mission to the Courl of
Directors, several lads of various parentage, but all
borne in India had been placed as apprentice under
the Buperintending Engincers and Boiler Makers
who had accompanied me from England.'" In 1834
some Bnginecrs and Mechanics were dismissed in
the intercst ol discipline but the apprentices were
not sufficiently trained as yet io take up their jobs.
In due course they proved their ability as Johnston
testiies. ‘' The native born of whatever parentage
who now constitute the class of engine drivers are
capable of much conlinued bodily exertion and ex-
posure io heat and sun without any of the incon-
veniences to which the European is liable and under
dircction and superintendence, are [ully competent
to the duties of the engine room and even many of
our firemen can stop and start, reverse the motion,
pack, make joints, ete., ete.”” Thus apprentices
were being trained under Johnston to replace the
highly paid engineers recruited {from England. The
Controller of H. C. Steam Vessels himself selected
the apprentices after a personal interview and pre-
ferred destitute orphans to boys in affluent circum-

1 Mily, Dept. Marine Cons., 26th Dec., 1888, No. 6 & E.W,

In one of tha appendices Capt. Jobmston gives a echeduls of con-
trugt prices for muts, bolts, plates and other srticles that may prove
usafol to students of econcomis histary.
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stances. Il may be incidentally noted that the list
appended to his memorandum shows that all thesc
“* native born of whatever parentage ' bui three
(two Mahomedan Engine Drivers and u Chinese
Carpenter) were ¥ast Indians or, lo use o mdlern
and a more popular term, Anglo-Indiuns,

Of the Indian worlkwen employed in the work-
shop the greal wujority were Ilindus, and Johnston's
observations on the difficultics due to casle system
are worth quoting. " 1t is very much to be regrot-
ted that amongst the working mechanics religion
and caste arc strictly observed. The smiths, vice-
men, braziers and castors are almost without excep-
tion Hindoos, a circnmstance which prevented {here
(stc.) embarking on board the Stewm Vessels, where o
few such hands would render the engine room cstab-
lishment very efficient at small cost and I regret to
say that my endeavour to bring forward Mussulmans
as artificers have not hitherto been attended with the
degree of suceess I had hoped Jor.” lle highly
praises the workmanship of these meehanies but
they were irregular in their atlendance. ‘' Many
have their families in distant parts of the couniry
whom they visil every year about the [estival of
Doorgah Poojah and are absent from work for this
" purpose for a month, six wecks or t{wo months,"
From a statement appended to the memorandum it
appears that the income of these mechanics varied
from 2 as. to 10 as. per diem and despite all caste
prejudices and pride two high caste Brahmans, Ram
Mookerjee and Taccordoss Chatterjee, were working
as vicemen on the paltry wage of 4 and 5 as. respec-
tively.
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Here we may take leave of Johnston and his
rcports. He continued in service till March, 1851,
when ill health compelled him to retire. He was
away home in 1847 and 1848 also, probably for
reusons of health, for he was then an old man of
sixty. He lelt Caleuita by the ** Queen '™ to die
near the Cape ol Good Hope.

Captain Johnston’s oflice was abolished imine-
dintely afler his retivement. It saved the Govern-
ment about 9,000 Rupees per annum after making
provision for slight ineroments in the pay of several
ollicers of the Marine Board. Johnston’s hopes had
been [ully justilied and private enterprise was once
more in evidence. The Ganges Steam Navigation
Company appearcd in the field in 1844 with im-
proved type of steamers more like those we see in
our rivers to-day and soon outdid the tug and accom-
modation boats in speed and economy. Johnsion
had done his work so well that the [ulure of steam
navigation in India was well assured when he left
and the Government no longer slood in need of a
highly paid specialist to look alter their steam boats.

1 Mity. Dept. Marine €ons., 80th May, 1851, Nes, 13,



LORD AUCKLAND ON DELHIL

Lord Auvckland has lelt an unhappy record in
India. ITe ruined his veputation for good when he
sent a futile expedition 1o Alghanistan thal ended in
disgrace and disaster.  Sunecess alone might have
justified unprovoked aggression but no apology can
be offered for a fruitless war. Yet in fairmess to
him we shonld nol [orget ihat Lord Auckland was
not the real anthor of his foreign policy. The port-
folio of [oreign affairs at home was held by that
masterful person, Lord Palmerston, and the Whig
ministers of Queen Vieloria expected the Governor-
(+eneral 1o be an unquestioning instrument of their
anti-Russian measnres.  Though a mishit in times
of war, there ig reason to believe that Tiord Anek-
land, il left to himsell, might have proved an ex-
cellent adminisirator in times of peace.  ITis minuie
on Delli, dated Karnul, the 7th Maveh, 1838, bears
ample lestimony lo Lord Auckland's soliciinde for
the walfare of the people he was called npon to
govern. This alone would offer some justifieation
for reproducing in exienso this interesting docwment
which incidentally goes a long way to prove that
Lord Auckland was prepared to do everything
possible for the economie, civic and intellectual
improvemenl, of the imperial city.

It is no wonder that the Governor-General
should give the problem of defence a place of
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precedence. Tn 1838 the Sutlej marked the north-
westorn boundary of British Tndia and Delhi formed
an advanced military post of great strategical
valne. Nor could its political importance he safely
ignored, for a titular emperor, a deseendant of
Akbar and Aurangzib, still held his cowrt in
Shah Jahan's palace, and thongh shorn of power and
prestige he still commanded the reverence, if not the
allegiance, of many eitizens of light and leading.
In 1804 the Maraiha hordes of Jaswant Rao Holkar
were repulsed from the ontskirts of Delhi by the
prowess of Sir David Ochterlony and we are told that
““many lakhs have since been Iaid out in its de-
fences. These defences consist of a high wall en-
closing a circumference of nearly seven miles, with
Wartello Towers al long intervals and hastions at
the seven gates.”' Tiord Auckland had no illusion
ahout the ulility of these extensive ramparts ngainst
a well-equipped force in a major war. But he
thought it wonld be false economy to leave it
nnfinished when only one-seventh of the work, ori-
ginally contemplated, remained to be dome. He
apprecinted the value of the city walls for the
maintenance of peace and order in normal times hut
he held that the money would have been better
invested in ** a eitadel of much smaller proportions
strongly fortified capahle of heing occupied by an
inconsiderable garrison.”” The Mutiny proved
twenty years later how sound his judgment was.
The problems of defence naturally turned Liord
Auckland’s attention to the Jumma.  The Jumna
had receded from its former hed immedintely helow
the ramparts of Shah Jahan's fort and the Governor-
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General suggested that steps should be taken to
divert the river to ifs original course by means of
fresh embankments so that it might add to the
** gtrength, beauty and the cleanliness of the town."'

It was left for Liord Curzon to enmneinie a
eamprehensive policy and o organise a new depart-
ment for the restoration and preservation of {he
ancient monuments of Tndia.  Bul it is no small
eredit to Lord Auckland that he evineed similar in-
terest in the magnificent ruins in which Delhi and
its environs abound. He partienlarly nrged Captain
George Thomson, Executlive Engincer of Delhi, 1o
take speeial eare [or the preservation of the Quib
Minar and the remains of the stately mosques and
tomba in its immediate neighbenrhood.

Tord Auckland was a professed Whig and
shared the liberal principles of his party. Althongh
anxious to add as much as possible {o the amenitics
of civie life he held that such improvements, thomgh
inspired by officials, should in general be earried out
by private contributions. ‘' Tar less,”’ he abserves,
*“ has cerfainly heen accomplished in this manner at
Delhi than might have been effected, and it is
melancholy to find in this climate nquednets ernmb-
ling into decay, sewers and drains choked up, and
roads in many places with diffienlty passable when
by a very limited outlay all might have heen main-
tained." He suggested that the Executive Engi-
neer should be ealled npon to submit a report on
the ancient aqueducts and drains of the city and an
estimate of the expense for their repair and restora-
tion. The Governor-General also recommended
that the waste lands belonging to the Government or
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to the titular king might profitably be let out on
lease for residential purposes. ** The demand for
land,” he writes, " within the walls is every day
inereasing, and as these lands or ancient gardens
niay be appropriated to building, it should be done
upon some consislent plan so that consideration may
be given o objeets of health and convenicnee and
police and even {o beauty and symmetry of architee-
bure.”  Tovers of nld Mughal gardens may sincerely
deplore the appropriation of those beanty spols for
residential purposcs, and Tiord Curzon's govern-
ment wonld donbiless have taken suitable measures
for their preservation and upkeep had they survived
to our times, bul otherwise it will he diffieult to
take exception lo the peneral principle laid down by
Lord Auckland that the new buildings of the eity
shonld nol be ool of harmony with their environ-
ments and while provision should be made for the
proper policing of the new suburbs, the aesthetic
sense of the residenis shonld not e unnecessarily
offetnded. In [act no modern city architect could
wish anything hetier.

The Governor-Gencral next deals with the
waste lands outside the city walls and snggests that
much of the waste lands to the south of the eity
conld he reclaimed and brought under eulfivation
without any risk to the inferesting remains of anti-
quity. He was of opinion that the waste lands
could profitably be leased out to intending cultiva-
tors withont any rent for a term of twenly years or
more. In this connection he emphasised the need
of co-operation hetween the Magistrate and the
inhabitants of Delhi for the gencral improvement of

9119258
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the city. ' I have already remarked,” he goes on
to say, ' thal the success of projecled improvements
in the avenues of towns or in other local arrange-
ments must very mainly depend upon the co-opera-
tion of the leading inhabitants and wpon the personal
excrtions of the Magistracy, and T know also that
there is too prevalent a fecling that the indilference
of the natives upon these subjects is not to he over-
come, and that it is idle to contend with it, T am
far from acquicseing in this opinion, on the contrary
I believe it not to be diffiecull to direet the love of
popular regard and the liberality which might waste
itself in merely personal or iemporary objects to
works of publie utility—a bridge, a school, a road,
an aqueduet, or a tank; but to do this there mnst he
coneiliation and intercourse and mutual good will
and confidence.”” It is superfluous to add that Tord
Auckland's cxpectations have been more than justi-
fied in recent times, and he was perfectly right when
he laid down that the prool of a Magistrate's worth
or lack of it is to be found in the mensure of co-
operation that he can command (rom people of
wealth and influence in works ol public utility.

The police of Delhi met with Lord Auckland’s
approval but he was horrified with the primitive
condition prevailing in the prison. DBni for the
segregation of women prisoners ‘‘ there is no pre-
tence of classification of any kind but the prisoner
convicted of heinons or of light crimes, the prisoner
under cxamination, even the sick and the convales-
cent are all herded together except that the prisoners
for life are in the most revolting manner chained to
their cells either by the neck or by ihe leg, and not
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able to move beyond the range of their chains.”
The jail hospital was in able hands but, unlike those
in other populous cities, did not administer to
popular needs.  The only well administered public
institution was (he Lunatic Asylumn but it compured
unfuvourably with that of Benuwres. ** Exceph lo
the insane, no public succour of any kind is given to
the sick of this great city " and Lord Auckland
suggosted that o small dispensary should be estab-
lished ub un carly dute.

During his short stay at Delhi the Governor-
Gieneral visited two colleges that catered to the in-
tellectual nceds of the city in those days. The
Oriental College was fairly well endowed by private
munificence; the English institution, however, de-
pended entirely on Government subvention, and it
appears that at one time every student expected some
sort of stipend or allowance. The Governor-General
speaks well of the English school although it was
overstalfed and stood in need of a higher grade of
fuition. In 1835 the system of general alimentary
allowance was abolished and there was a marked
fall in the roll strength of both the institutions.

The important question of canal irrigation also
engaged the Governor-General’s atfention and the
problem of draining the Najafgarh Jhil and using
the water of the Ghaggar river for irrigation pur-
poses was carefully considered. Tt may be noted
that shortly after Lord Auckland penned his minute
an outlet was provided for the waters of the extensive
Najafgarh Jhil, which covers many scores of square
miles, by means of a canal.
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Lord Auckland concluded his minute with a
brief note on the royal household. The family had
its residence in the fort and consisted of four hun-
dred prinees and more numerous women.  Most of
these princes were ignorant and uncducnted and
spent their time in profligate idleness.  Obviously
something had o be done, [or the [uture ol the royal
family Jooked gloomy in all conscience.  Lord
Auckland desired thal some provision should he
made [or the education of the junior members of the
royal fumily. Twenty years later the Mutiny sowled
the {ate of the titulur cmperor and his kinsmen and
there was no longer any roown for the descendants ol
Babur in Shah Jahan's [ortified palace.

Liord Auckland’s snrvey embraced all the publie
institutions of Delhi and if he is judged by his inten-
lions irrespective of his achieverents, he may rightly
elaim to be ranked with Lerd Cnrzon and Iord
Hardinge as one ol the most sincere benelaciors of
the ancient metropolis of Hindusthan.

MmuTe

1. Having passed some days at Delhi 1 am
desirous of recording the points to which I think
that the attention of the Governmeni and of ihe
Officers under the Government should be especially
directed, and the more so as there are few places in
"India to which from size, position, and association
more importance is to be attached, and because I
have seen much which seemed to me to offer a larger
field for improvement.
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2. The Military importance of Delhi in the
event of a new struggle being at any time forced
upon the British Uovernment for the possession of
India, is sulliciently obvious. 1t contains the
Maguzines and the Munitions of war whick are first
in advance on our most open [rontier. 1lis popula-
tion rom u sense of the decay of their great capital,
and partly wlso [rom conneetion with the family of
the ancient Dynasty, is supposed not to be well
wleeted, wid the presence of that lamily which the
whole of the Mahomedan population yet regards with
reverence, gives a political value to ils occupation
whicl would not otherwise belong to it. The gallant
and the succossful defence of the City against
Holkar by Sir David Ochterlony in 1804, gave it
something ol military characler and many lakhs have
since been laid ont in the improvement ol its defen-
ces.  These delences consist of a high wall enclosing
& cireum(erence of nearly seven miles, with Martello
Towers ol long intervals and baslions, at the seven
gates. In [roni of the wall is o mud diich, the
approaches are tolerably clear, and o glacis has been
nearly formed covering in height {rom two-thirds
to three-fourths of the wall ; against a superior and
well-equpped and well-directed force these defences
would be most inefficient, and they are so extensive
that a large lorce would be required sufficiently to
man them, Yet they would be sirong against any
popular movement or even against any native army,
and they are completed with the exception of one
bastion—of a few hundred yards of the glacis—of the
removal of some mounds of earth on the river facing
—and of the repair of another of the bastions the
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foundations of which have been undermined by the
river—and guns for all the defences have
been provided though with some inconsistency
of arrangement all provision ol gun carriages
has been omitted. As  therefore  six-sevenths
ol the work originally contemplated have been
acconplished it would seem Lo be bub biud eeonomy
to  megleet this last [raction and Caplain
Thomson' might I think be anthorised to proceed
with the glacis and with the other works alluded to
ns he may have means al his disposal applicable to
these objects. I shiould indeed as 1 have said in the
event of any formidable Military struggle look {for
but little useful protection [rom these works, and T
heartily regret that the money which has been ex-
pended upon them has not been applied to a citadel
of much smaller porportions strongly loriified capa-
ble of being occupied by an inconsiderable garrison
and covering whalever ol publie property it might
he desirable to acewnulate  within such o work.
For purposes however of poliee and il not against
foreign war yel against any local or partinl oulrages
and ebullitions of discontend, I consider the wall of
Delhi to be very valuable, and T would not be

1 Capiain George Thomoon (afterwnrds Ld.-Colomel) was appoinied
commander of the PFongel Boppers and Mumers at Delln sl execative
enginecr of Lhe Delhi Division of the Public Worke Department in
March, 1837, Born in 1700, he jeined the Bengel service ss an cngi-
neer cadel in 1818, He served with distinetiod in the Bunnese War
and gove evidence of excopticnal engincering skill in construcling the
Robri-Bokksr bridge in 1839 when be wae the Chief Enginesr of the
British oxpeditionary foreo 1 Afghanistan, He partionlardy distine
guished himsel! in the eapture of (Ghnsni, Ho refired from Indian
servies in 1841 and died in Dublin foriy-five years later. Déstionary of
National Biography, Vel, XIX, pp. 72224,
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understood as too much inclined to depreciate it, T
am told that different schemes have been agitated
for extending and improving these fortifications and
although under such disadvaniages as must attach
to fortifieation nrownd n cily of so great a eirenit,
T am little inelined to favonr any notion of this kind,
yeb having hidl my atlention drawn lo {he subject,
I should be glad 1o leam from Captain Thomson in
n suceinet report what plans of ihe nature are upon
reeord, whil are his own views in regard lo them
and what lime would be spent and (approximaiely)
what expense would be incurred in giving effect to
any of them and in completing the equipment and
monnting of the guns. For the prosecution of the
works already sanctioned, or now to be carried on
under the recommendation which I have before
recorded, T would give fo him all reasonable facilitics
in the labor of conviets, in the use of Commissariat
bullocks, and other such available means.

3. I should also be glad, I may here say, to
obtain from Captain Thomson any plans which may
be in his officc for raising an embankment the cffect
of which shall be that of bringing the Jumna hack
into its ancient conrse immediately under the City
face. The plan may be difficult of exccution and
may otherwiso have objections, of which I am not
aware, hut materials are cheap, the proximity of the
river would add as well to the strength as to the
beanty and the cleanliness of the town, and the
project is at least worth the trouble of enquiry.

4. My attention had previously to my visit to
Delhi been directed by the Commander in Chief as
well in private as in public communieations, to the
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Corps of Sappers and Miners—and alter local
observation and enquiry, 1 entively agree with His
Excelleney in opinion thal this valnable Corps ought
not 1o be, as at present, stationed in the Cily of
Delhi exposed to many templations injurions  {o
good diseipline and with no laeilitics for good Mili-
tary exercise—I am quite prepared therefore fo
acquiesee in the proposilion which has been made
for moving the lines of the Corps 1o the right of the
present Military Cantemment, and for selling or ap-
plying to other nselul purposes the ground which is
oceupied by the present lines, and this measure will,
T should expeet, be atlended rather with profit than
with loss to the Government.

5. I eanmotl also i agree with the Conman-
der-in-Chiel in thinking that sullicient attention Loy
not been paid to this Crops, and thal its efficiency
hasg been in some degree impaired by the absence of
nearly all its officers upon duties conneeted with the
public works. No one ean estimate more  highly
than T do the value of the serviees in this respeet of
our Engincer officers, or would more reluetantly
withdraw thom generally from a line of employment
in which they are so exceedingly wnseful and so
highly distinguished, yet T am ready to admil that
sufficient care has not been taken either hy myself
or by those who preceded me in keep this regiment
under the control and direction of Buropean officers,
and I shall be glad gradnally to apply myself to the
amendment which T think desirable in this part of
its discipline, so thai at least four or five of the junior
officers should generally be present and contributing
as well to their own experience of regimental duty
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as to the improvement of the men whom they may
one day be called upon to lead in the most important
operations. The Corps is itsell in some degree
disheariened and lubouring under disadvantage from
the presence of supernwmerarics to the amount of
nearly 140, in consequence of which the course of
promotion is unduly checked, and it is open to con-
sideration whethier the removal of this disadvantage
may nob be bastened by the discharge, or by the
drafting inlo olher Corps, of many ol these super-
numeraries. I have to recommend that early atten-
tion be given lo Lhis subject which is material to
the eflicieney of a valuable part of our Mililary
Torce.

6. Tt is but lately that this Corps has been
placed under any eonsistency of diveclion hy com-
bining its eommand with the office of Execcutive
Engincer of Delli, and I anticipale great advantage
from the efficiency of Captain G. Thomson who has
been recently appointed to these united offices.!
I think too that pains may with advantage be ap-
plied in a greater degree than has hitherto heen the
ease to the instruction of the Sappers and Miners in
accomplishments which may fit them for employ-
ment in the snhordinate offices of the Public Works
—T believe snch instruction to be given to European
Corps of this description, and T should be glad to
see it extended to our Native Sappers.

| Thomeon himself thought otherwise and held that the duties of
the twn nfices conld not be conveniently combined. That was why he
resigned in  1841.—Dictionary of National Biography, Vol XIX,
pp. T32:24,
' 9219268
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7. Captain Thomson has been direcied to com-
plete the bridge over the Hindan® which was com-
menced by Captain De Bude,® und T have heard
enough upon this bridge to make me anxious for a
report upon it. I fear that from the gronnd upon
which it was intended o rest nob having heen sulli-
ciently examined, mueh ol the work whicli has heen
will have to be removed and reconnnenced.

8. The Kootub Minar and the very interesting
remaing of antiquity in the neighbowrhood of that
extraordinary column, are also under the care ol
Caplain Thomson—and I ennnol loo strongly ex-
press my wish for its carelul preservation and [or
an ostengible regard on the part of the Govermnent
for this as for any other similar monwment of their
past history to which the interest and respeet of the
native community must naturally be attached, T
was pleased with the excellent condition in which I
found this pillar, and T would request Caplain
Thomson {rom time to lime to inspeet ik and guard
it from injury. Without also exeept alter reference
to the Government ineurring any greal expense 1
would authorize him to provide by the removal of
rank vegetation and by diverting all acenmulation of
water that the effect of time upon what yet remains
of the very curious buildings adjacenl to the Minar
ghould be as little desiructive as possible, and I
would particularly draw his atiention to the Arches

1 Tha Hinden, also called Chhaja in its wpper conrae, rises in (he
Biwalike in Sohavanpur Distriet and fells inte the Jomna, —Imperial
Gageliesr of India,

S Henry Do Bude (1800-48) joined (he Engincers as o cadet in
1815 He wis appainted Gaorrison and Executive Engineer at Dalhi
in April, 1881, 8ee Hodson's Officers of the Bengal drmy.
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of two of the Gateways the key stones of which ap-
pear to be sinking and which might possibly by
early altention be saved. I should be well disposed
ab unce Lo sunckion any nol immoderate expense for
this Intlor objeet.

Y. It has also seemned lo me that much good
muy be ellecied within the City of Delhi by the Exe-
cutive Oflicers il assisted by an able and zealous
Magistrute—L wm nol desirous that much should be
done direcily under the orders and at the expense of
the Government for I am in this, as in other ins-
tanees, inclined o wish that the charge and control
of municipal improvement should be borne largely
by the inhabilants of each City. Iar less has cer-
tainly been accomplished in this manner at Delhi
than might have been clleeted, and it is melancholy
to find in this climale aqueducts crumbling into
decay, sewers and drains choked up, and roads in
many places with difficulty passable when by a very
limited outlay all might have been maintained. I
think that Captain Thomson should be called upon
for a reporl upon the ancient aqueducis and drains of
the City, and for a gencral estimate of the expense
at which cach may be repaired and made effeciive.
I could wisli too to obtain from him a report upon
the waste ground within the city which is the pro-
perty of the Government or over the disposition of
which as property of the King the Governmeni may
exercise some influence. The demand for land
within the walls is every day increasing, and as
these lands or ancient gardens may be appropriated
to building, it should be done upon some consistent
plan so that consideration may be given to objects of
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health and convenience and police and even to beauty
and symmetry ol architecture.

10. Outside of the walls T have been led 1o
believe that without injuring any of the most in-
teresting reming of antiquity, mneh of the immense
plain of min and desolation which extonds 1o the
gouth of the town would be gradouadly reelwimed and
bronght into eultivation il it were tendered Lo oeeu-
piers (ree of renb lor o term of twenty or more yeurs,
and I am desirous that the Commuissioner should he
authorised alter furlher consultation on the precise
terms to be fixed with the Board of Revenne, o try
this experiment. I have already remarked that the
suceess of projected improvements in the avenues of
towns or in other local wrrangements musl very
mainly depend upon the co-operation ol the leading
inhabitants and upon the personal exerlion of the
Magistracy, and I know also that there is too pre-
valent a feeling thal the indifference of the natives
upon these subjects is not to be overcome, and Lhal
it is idle to contend with it. T am far from ac-
quicseing in Chis opinion, on the contrary [ helieve
it not to be difficult to direet the love of populay
regard and the liberality which might waste itsell
in merely personal or temporary objects o works of
public utility—a bridge, a school, a rowd, an
aqueduct, or a tank; bai to do this there must be
conciliation and intercourse and mutual good will
and confidence, and as a Magistrate is able and
willing or otherwise, to establish these, and to lead
those under his eharge who have most of wealth and
influence to act in co-operation with him, so is le
peculiarly fit for his office or to be pronounced
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wanting in some of the qualifications on which the
Government sets the highest value. T have scen
traces nnd beneficinl proofs of this union in  other
places—T cunnot say that I have found it at Delki.
With regard to what may be accomplished direetly
hy the Govermuent, 1 have Lo beg that information
may be ealled for as to whether any surplus of the
Chowkedarry tax, or any [eery or other loeal fund
maty be aade applicable o the purposes which I
have in view,  Possibly the King of Delhi might be
influeneed Lo employ some portions of the Royal
Ciranl for such objects when diveetly conneeted with
the improvement of the Buildings and grounds of the
Palace or 1ls Tnvirons.

11. T would not in any remarks be understood
as unduly censuring Mr. French,! the present
Muagistratie. He has been but a [ew months in the
oflice, he lound here many of the defects upon which
I have had (o comment, and I am afraid that at
Delhi as at other places, such defecls are greatly to
be attributed to that frequent change of officers
which leaves no one responsible, and which makes
a persevering and consistent course of improvement
so peculiarly difficult in India. Yet it is impossible
for me not to say that I should have been much
better pleased by finding not only a due attention to
the ordinary and necessary duties of office, but also
a zealous and warm interest for the comfort of the

17t appears from the enclosure fo & lstter, dated the 26th May,
1838, from Mr. T. T. Meleolfs, Agent to the Governor-Zenmeral et
Delli, to Mr. W, H. Mocnaghten, Secretary to Govornor-General, Poli-
tical Dapertmont, that Mr. P, O. Franch was officinting as Caollsctor
of Delln m 1888, (Pol, Cons., 4th July, 1838, Ho. 8.)
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community by the promotion ol measures of general
convenience and advantages.

12. 1t is to the credit of the Magistracy that
the police is wvery well-gpoken of and said to be
within the City most eflicient for the maintenanee of
order and the repression ol erime, vbjects [or which
much assistance must be derived [row ellicient ouber
wall as also by the meuans which are ub comnand of
closing at night the communication belween one
section of the City with another.  Without tho
walls, 1 had not reason 1o eonunend eithor the ofli-
ciency ol the police or the goodness ol the roads, on
the conlrary thelts and acts of violence were fre-
quent beyond what is commonly the case in my
camp and its neighbourhood, and the roads were
unusually rugged. I was too far [rom being salis-
fied with the Jail. In discipline it is at least as
(aulty as any which T have scen, in construction it
is more so, and although I am unwilling to attempt
many changes belore the subject of Prisons shall be
brought, as is intended, with a view to o goenerasl
reform belore the Government, 1 thiuk that this jail
is particularly open to observation. Tle building is
an ancient Serac,! consisting of one lurge square,
the Chambers of which abufting upon the ouler
wall, are the cells of the Prisoners. Oune small yard
is walled off for the women, and a building for the
sick stands in the middle and except that the women
are separated, there is no prefence of classification of
any kind—but the prisoner convicted of heinous or

1 The Sarai is named after Farid Khau, one of the grandees of
Jobangir's court.
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of light crimes, the prisoner under examination,
even the sick and the convalescent are all herded to-
gether except that Lhe prisoners for life are in the
most revolting manner chained to their cells either
by the neek or by the legs, and not able to move be-
youd the range of their ehains,  The Hospital scoms
o be earelully atlended by Mr. MeIntosh,! bot it
opens on bhe greal Court, aud it is utterly inappli-
enble to those general objects of charity to which T
have been glad (o find that the hospitals of our jails
are in most populons cities open. T would require
the Commissioner to report on the means of improv-
ing this jail in the points in which T have marked it
as being deficient (if the means cannot be furnished
withont great expense of wholly removing it to
another site) and T wounld speeially ask for plans and
estimates for dividing the enclosure into o proper
number of wards.

18. Within the city an Insane Hospital is
supported by the Government and T am glad to bear
witness to the cleanliness, the quiet, and cxcellent
order of its management, but the loeality is bad and
confined, and the establishment is very inferior to
that of the same deseription which is supported at
Benares, the [ree ventilation of which and the means
of ocenpation which its gardens afford to those who
are hut slightly aflected, make it fo stand favourably
in contrast with the narrow space allotted to the
purpose at Dethi. T would ask the Commissioner to
report whether upon the removal of the lines of the

1 Robert MeTntosh was Asst. Grerrison Sargeon snd Oivil Surgeon,
Delhi, in 1888 and was promoted to the rank of Surgeon noxt year.
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Sappers and Miners from within the Cily some
betber accommodation might not well be procured
for the purpose of this Hospilal.

14, Hxcept lo the insane, no public succour
of uny kind is given to the sick of this great City,
and as g Medical egtablislment is already supported
for this one object, and the extension ol the serviees
of such an establighment to the general purposes of
a dispeusary might probably be acecomplished at a
very small expense, T wouald desive the attention of
the Commissioner lo this subject, also in comnumi-
cation with the Exccotive Engincer and with Mr,
Melntosh and in conncetion with the enquiry res-
peeting a change in thessite of the IMospital, T am
strongly [avourable to the plan of establishing in the
Western Provinces two or three dispensaries on the
scheme recently settled in my correspondence  with
{he President in Conneil such as it has heen resolved
to found at four of the Prineipal stations in Bengal
and Bchar—and no Cily would appear {0 be more
appropriate for an establishment of this kind than
Delhi.

15. TUpon the ordinary course of the revenue
and Judicial business, T do not think it necessary
here to speak ot length—Whatever T may have to
remark upon these will be found in my communica-
tions with those to whom these depariments are im-
mediately subordinate, bul whilst T think that
enough has not heen done at Delhi in that most
important though undefined course of administra-
tion by which the general welfare of a people is con-
sulted and promoted, their affections and feelings are
conciliafed, and their co-operation secured to a

s N
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Government, I would in justice say that T have had
no reason fo find fault with any want of diligence or
regularily in the manner in which the business
strictly imposed upon its officers has been performed.

16.  There aro at Delli two Colleges, one an
Oriental one supported in part by a munificent
Private donation whieh yields a montlly income of
abont Re. 656 and the other an Tinglish Insti-
tution wholly endowed by the Covernment, T
visited both of these schools and during my residence
at Delli partieular enquiries were made into their
conduet and management by my dircction and in
pursuance of a wish expressed by the General Com-
mittee of Public Instruction. The result of these
enquirics will be laid before the Government in due
course, and in the mean time, T need only observe,
that ihe seale of instruetion at the Oriental College
appears 1o have been [ound very deficient. TFor
many years this college seems not Lo have trained up
any distinguished scholars, its system to have been
in many respects fanlty, and its teachers but imper-
fectly qnalified; and T am quite disposed to favour
any reform which may within the ample means
allotted to the college, secure to all desirons to pro-
secute Oriental studies, the best possible means of
instruction. The BEnglish Institution has already
supplied several promising young men to the Publie
Service. It seemed however to have an establish-
ment of tenchers disproportionately large s com-
pared with the number of scholars and yet to want
a higher grade of tuition for the youths of the senior
classes who have already acquired a considerable
mastery over the English language. Arrangements

9818288
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for providing for this want are under the considera-
tion of the Committee of Education and the parti-
cular measures which it may be most desirable and
practicable to ndopt have [ormed part of the recent
investigations fo which T have alluded.

17. The Nawah Hamid Tlee Khan as repre-
sentative of the individoal by whom the Delhi
Oriental College has been so liberally endowed hing
nrged frequent and strong complaints of negleet, and
abuse in the management and superintendence  of
the Institution—A further Memorial of the same
nature was presented to me when at Delhi, and the
subject shall have the mosl acenrate enquiry. . T
find the annexed' Notice ol these complainds in the
published report of the Edueation Committee for
1836 (page 105). The question of giving pecuninry
rewards of merit in one sum as prizes at the annual
examinations or of granting in preference 10 the
most distingnished eandidates fixed stipends restriet-
ed in number hut to hg held for a limited time after
a [air and very satrict competition in the place of the
former objectionahle system of indiseriminate
alimentary allowanees is one worthy of grave atten-
tion in maturing our plans for the improvement of
educdtion in this country.

1" Townrds the closs of the year 1885 Nuwnb Hnmid Allen EKhan
1oquested (hot the interesi of hie lala fether-in-law Tuoeal Al Khan's
grant might be expended on this college under his svperinlendence on
which wa remacked that more then the monthly income doerived from
the grand (sbout Re, 006) was laid out in the encenragament of Arabio
and Persion learning in the college, that in our opinion pecuninry re-
wards of merit ought to be substiluted for the small alimentary allow-
#nces hilherdo indiscriminstely granted to the Orienial studenls, &e.
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18. It may be of interest to incorporate with
this Minute the subjoined statement of the effect of
the order of March, 1835, abolishing the system of
generul Alimentary allowances at both the Oriental
and tinglish Colleges at Delhi.

A Memorandum of the Students of the Oriental
and Linglish Colleyes for the past 5 years

Orjental Collega, Delbi Delbi Boglish Institution
Haomn- HNoa-

On 1ast Siipe - [SLinen- On 1st Btipeo- |9tinan-

Joonary | dians: ﬁineei,: Tulal Junuary | diaries ',:EF;; Total
16388 48 il 219 1883 1M 18 168
1604 230 18 248 1854 129 11 140
1885 217 10 287 1836 1 a1 188
16840 164 ) 108 1804 1y oo 167
1807 13 17 141 1887 i 40 | 108
1836,

Fahronry BO 84 128 1538 47 i1 84
26th,

|

19. The very interesting and important sub-
jects of the improvement of the canal irrigation in
the Delhi Districts, the drainage of the Nujufghur
Jheel,! and the employment if it be found practi-

1 Thy nres which drains into the Najalgarh Jhil is estimaeted ot
soma 8,000 squore miles; in years gome by oo area of more thun 80
sguare miles has been known: to be submerged by the foods.”" In 1888
o channel kmown.ag the Jhil drain was enb to ron the surphus water into
the' Jumna under the supervision of Coptain (afterwards Hir Henry)
David. The drain begins st Chools snd falls into the Jumns of
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cable of the waters of the Guggur River' for irriga-
bion purposes, engaged much of my atlention in my
enquiries respecting the intermal condition of his
Territory. In a season like the present ol disnstrous
drought, it hog been peculinely gratilying o observe
the benelits conferred by the canals on the tract of
country through which they run and  the ninte-
nance (and the exteosion as fur us the supply  of
water fromt the Junm will adwmit) of sueh works, is
an object worthy of all the cure ol the Governnent.
The result of my observations ou these works and
topics conmected with them, will be found in o reso-
lution recorded by me on the proceedings of the
Government of the N, W. Provinces, and us a copy
ol that resolution will ol course be brought before the
Supreme Government, I nced not recapitulate the
contents of it in this paper.

20. DBelore closing this paper, I wounld only
add a [ew words npon the Royal family at Delhi,
This lamily oceupies a large section of the City.
The King's Palace is surrounded by a high wall, en-
closing o space nob less than two miles in circun-

Whazirnbad,—Delhi Districl Caozelleer (1012), p T; Gazelteer of the
Dalhi Distriet (1583-84), pp. 8-0.

For the deaining eann] sce o map of the Najofgarh nron appended
to Fonshawe's Delhi, Oid and New,

Mr, J. Thomason, Becrolory to the N, W. P, Goverminent,
forwarded to Lhe Military Boord on the 16th March, 1838, o report
fram Li. Dorand, Bogineer, dabed the 20th Febroary, 1888, rolating to
the drainage of the Najafgarh nnd other Jhils in the Ronthorn Division
of Dalhi.—(Mily. Board’s Proge., April, 1888, pp. 12, 123.40).

1 The Ghaggar rises in the lower slopea of the Himnloyns in the
Birmur Slute and runs Unough Ambale, TPatialn snd Hissar into
Bikaner teirilory. The (lagger eanols were constrocted in 1808-97
and ireignie nearly ™ aquare miles of lond in British snd Bikaner
territoriea,.—[mperial Gazolleer of I'ndis, Vol, XII, pp, 212-18,
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ference, within which he resides with Princes four
hundred in number and with women f{ar more
nuuierous—IEducation is only bestowed upon a few
of the higher branches of the family; the others are
represented fo be lumentably ignovant, living in
unrestrained profligacy and many of them in o stute
bordering upon absolute penury, yet daily multiply-
ing in number. 14 is impossible lo foresee what
end this aeenmulation of misery and degradation is
to reach, nor ean L point out the manner in  which
the Govermnent ean well and usefully deal with it,
but I wish the Commissioner to be called upon to
report on the condition and conduct of this family
in all its several branches, and upon the preseni re-
gulation of the Palace. I am desirous also that
some early definite seiflement should be formed of
the question of the acceptance or refusal by the
King of the terms on which a sum of three lakhs of
adlditional stipend has been offered to him and of the
proper distribution and appropriation of the amount.
T hope that in the final application of the increase it
may be found possible, in some degree, io improve
the condition of this family, or at least to make some
satisfnctory general arrangement for the education
of ils junior members,



BOME PROBLEMS OF INDIAN HISTORY!

When Dr. Bisheshwar Trasad invited me to
preside over the arly Medieval Section, 1 felt
genuinely surprised. My knowledge of the Iarly
Middle Ages is less than superficial and my contri-
bulion to the history of that period is praclically nil,
1 could not therclore aceount for this nnexpected awd
undeserved honour and hesitated to aceept it. Ialse
modesty may be a doubtlul virfue but over-confid-
ence often leads to disgrace. At the sume time [
felt that Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan and his collcagues
were not likely to indulge in practical jokes at the
expense of an unsuspecting fellow-worker, however
humble and unworthy. They must have some
reason—and good reason—for their choice. Then
it dawned upon me that the eminent historians of
Allahabad must have had in their view the’ great
institution with which I have been closely associated
for the last twenly years, and in honouring me they
were paying their tribute to my Alma Mater, The
University of Caleutta has done much 1{o [oster
original investigations in Indian IHistory and it was
the first University in India to recognise the claims
of Rajput History us a subject of special study.
The Chair I have the honour to occupy bears the
great name of Sir Asutosh, and it ig in recognition
of his services to the cause of historical learning in
this couniry that I have been called upon fo preside
over the Early Medieval Section despite my patent

1 Presidentin]l Address, Barly Medieval and Rajput History Section,
Indisn Hislory Congress, Allshebad Bession, 1038,
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lack of worth. In this ancient land of piety and
devotion the offerings made to the deity arc always
appropriuted by the officiating priest, and I simply
conformed to the fraditional practice when, alter
lony hesitation und scarching of heart, T ultimately
pecepted the honour of which T am  absolutely
unworthy, My only excose is that conceit ha,d
nothing lo do with my deeision.

The Tirst problen that eonfronts a student of
medieval Indian history is one of ehronology.
When did the Middle Ages begin in Indin? The
Kuropean analogy is of litile use {o us, for ihe fall
o Rome had no politieal or eultural repercussion in
this conntry, The Roman empire conguered many
lnnds beyond the confines of Kurope, but India was
not one of them. The Roman merchants visited
these shores in quest of trade, and with the exchange
of commuareial articles they muslk have established a
cultural contuet to which the Romaka Siddhanta so
cloquently testilies. 13ul  when the barbarian
hordes [rom the more virile north burst upon the
opulent empire of Rome, India pursued her pohtical
course unallected and unsuspecting.  The [fifth
century of the Christian cra lorms no dividing line
in this country hetween two distincl ages. It is
recognised that such a line of demarcation must be
more or less arbitrary, but nonetheless it cannot be
entirely without any justification. That is why we
hesitate Lo agree with the late Dr, Vincent A. Smith
when he says that the death ol Harsha and the dis-
ruption of his empire marked the closc of the ancient
period and witnessed the dawn of the Middle Ages
in India,
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We do not know to what extent arslha's fame
is based on his own nchievements. He was Incky
in his friends. The Brahman Banabhatla and the
Chinese Yuan Chwang gave him o publicity which
fell to the lot of few Tndian princes in those days.
But he was not the first cnpire-builder in Tondia nor
did his empire over reach the dimension of the wide
territorics which owned the sway of ihe Maurya
and the Gupla sovercigna,  Trobably his direet
authority was limiled {o the modern Tnited Tro-
vinees of Agra and Ondh and a slice of the Tunjah
to the west and a corner of Behar o the cast. No
ruling prince of the Decenn cver acknowledged his
overlordship, and it is not unlikely that the mighty
Chalukyas  deseribed him  as ' Sakalollavipail-
eswara ' (the sovereign of the entire Ttlariputha)
simply fo exaggerale the power of a vanguished
enemy and to emphasise the importance of their own
vietory. Even if we concede that Farsha enjoyed
a predominant position among the contemporary
kings of Northern India, we cannot alford to ignore
the ephemeral character of his empire. Tb lacked
ihat stability which susiained the Gupte empire for
more than four generations, and it collapsed almost
automatically with the passing away of its founder.
The death of Harsha and the disruption of his
empire did not upset the political balance in Northern
India to such an extent as to inaugurate a new social
order or to interrupt the normal conrse of cultural
evolution on the old lines.

Nor can Harsha claim to be the last exponent
of Hindu imperialism. Even if we leave the power-
ful dynasties of the south entirely out of account,
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the Gurjara-Pratibara empire was certainly more
stable and more extensive than that of the Thanes-
war prince. Three emperors of this dynasty,
Nagabliata, Blojo and Mahendrapala, attained a
pre-eminence which FHarsha never reached; mnd
although they roled lor nearly o century and half.
over an empire that stretched, roughly speaking,
from the Sutlej to the Narbada and from the confines
of Sind {o the borders of the Pala kingdom of
Bengal, their exploils remained unknown in the
trans-Himalayan regions because no learned Chinese
monlk visited their realm. Empires rose and fell
both before and alter Harsha and ambilious rulers
strove o leave their mark on the history of their
country in all ages. Harsha's carcer was neither
unique nor unusual in this respect and bis reign can
hardly be regarded as a political walcrshed. But
Smith laid stress on one characteristic of the post-
Harsha period which deserves careful scrutiny, It
was then, he maintains, that ** the hordes of foreign
invaders were absorbed into the Hindu body politic
and o new grouping of slates was gradually evolved."
He was evidenily thinking of the new siates that
were founded on the ruins of the Roman cmpire in
medieval Europe, bul we must not forget that when-
ever a mighty crpire falls to pieces the component
provinces, consciously or unconsciously, try to set
up & new political order in which their individual
aims and ideals find more or less effective expression.
That was exactly what happened when the Gupta
empire fell belore the repeated onslaughts of foreign
invaders. But the assimilation of alien people in
the body politic of India or the social scheme of the
94—13288
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Hindus was cerfainly not a novel thing. The
Greeks, the Parthians, the Scythnans and the
Kushanas, peoples of diverse racial origin, represent-
ing varying stages of civilisation, had been absorbed
in Llindu society long belore Harsha appearcd on
the scene. HEven the barbarian Ouns were involved
in this unceasing process of absorption wnd assimi-
lation. The stone image of Lthe divine boar ub Jran
bears as elogquent a testimony to the triumph of
Hindu culture and catholiciby ns the Guruda pillar
of Heliodorus. It wag only when the Muslims coine
to India in the beginning of the 8th century ihat
Hinduism failed for the first time {o take the new-
comers into its own fold, and here we can conve-
niently draw the line that separutes the noeient fronm
the medieval period.

The Arabs in their turn were followed hy the
Turks alter a lapse of three centuries, but the
Turkish invaders of India had already forsaken {heir
ancestral faith and accepted the religion preached
by the Prophet of Mecca. The ten cenlurics that
intervencd between the conquest of Sind and the
battle of Plassey witnessed the origin, growth, deve-
lopment and decline of the Indo-Muslim culture.
The Muslims failed to convert the major part of the
Hindu population. The Hindus in their turn could
not find any effective method of arriving at & reason-
able compromise with the aggressive monotheism
of the newcomers. But in course of time a synthe-
s18 of the two cultures took' place that resulted in a
distinet departure from, though not a cleavage with,
the past. In the earlier part of this period the
Rajput princes were engaged in a titanic conflict
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with the Turkish invaders for political supremacy
in Hindusthan, TLater on, when they reluctantly
owned defcat, we find the results of eultural contact
in the religious doctrines of Chaitanya, Nanak,
Ramanands, Kavir and Namdev; in the Indo-
saracenic Art and Architecture that flourished at
Delbi, Agra, Sikei, Jaunpur, Gaur, Almadnagar,
Bijapur and Golkonda ; in the new literary move-
menb that relegated Sanskrit to the background and
discovered o new medinom of expression in the
hitherto negleeted vernaculars ; and in the new econ-
cept of state and the novel technique of statecraft.
Once the Muslim rulers succeeded in establish-
ing their hegemony in Northern India, the seat of
the paramount Power wag established at Delhi, just
as Pataliputra and Mahodaya had been associated
with the sovercignty of Uttarapatha in the preceding
nges.  Bub cven the daring enterprise of the Turkish
rulers could not unite the enfire counfry under one
administration for any length of time. For long
the Narbada and the Vindhyas served as effective
barriers to the south, and the conquest of the Deccan
was invariably followed by the disruption of the
empire. The Hindu opposition to the Muslim rule
lay dormant for a while, but was never totally
extinct, The Hindu Gakkars tried to exploit the
weakness of the Muslim Central Government alter
Timur's invasion. Rana Sanga dreamt of a revived
Hindu empire when Babur met Ibrahim Lodi at
Panipat. The Rajputs, the Jats, the Bundelas
challenged the might of Aurangzib in the heyday
of Timurid supremacy and the Marathas under the
inspiration of Shivaji became a military Power tha.?
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later threatened to subjugate the whole of India. Tt
was ab this crisis that the battle of Plassey gave the
English a gecure foothold in Bengal und a new era
with distinetive features of ils own was rung in and
the old was rung out.

In the Middle Ages also empires rose and lell ;
small principalitics were founded on their ruins, o
be once more weldwl into a bigger eutity as in the
ancient days.  The periods cannot be distinguishid
on the prineiple ol political unity efected by umbi-
tious conquerors or the disintegrution of the state
on account of provineial and racial differences. The
growth of a new culiure, the introduction of new
elements in the body politie, the development of the
vernacular literabures, a new sgynthesis of spiritual
ideals cerlainly offer o surer line of demareation,

It is not possible to discuss all the problans
of medieval Indian higtory within the short conipusy
of this Address. Bul I muy e permitted to denl
with one question that is not wholly of antiguarian
interest to-day. The distribution of Muslim popu-
lation in India demands some explunation. [L s
commonly believed that Tslam followed the route of
conquest and the subjugated people were forced to
accept the [aith of their rulers. The predominance
of the Muslims in the Frontier Province and the
Punjab lends some colour to this contention. But
this theory cannot explain an overwhelming Muslim
majority in Eastern Bengal. It is quite likely that
the North-Western Frontier Province was peopled
by Turkish folks during the Kushan days, and their
cagy conversion to Islam may be explained by racial
affinity with the new conquerors ; but the Muslims
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of Eastern Bengal are certainly noi racially akin
to the Turks und the Afghans, and the conversion
ol the Hindus of that region must have been due to
other reasons.  Tlere the Muslim chronicles of the
conquest of Sind throw some welcome light.
According to the Chichndma, the Buddhists of Sind
sulfered all sorts of indignilies and humiliotions
under their Brabman rulers, and when the Arabs
inviuled their country the Buddhists lent their whole-
hoarled support fo them. Tater on, when Dahir
was sluin and o Muslim Government was firmly
estublished in his country, the Buddhists found to
their disnay that, so far as their rights and privileges
were concerncd, the Arabs were prepared to restore
status quo ante Dellum and even under the new order
the Hindus reccived a preferentinl {reatinent. The
only way out of this difficully was lo accept Islam
because the converls were entitled to all the privileges
reserved [or the ruling classes. So the Buddhists
of Sind joined the Muslim fold in large numbers.
It cannol he an aceident that the Ponjab, Kashmir,
the district round Behar Sharif, North-East Bengal,
where Muslims now predominate, were all strong
Buddhist centres in the pre-Muslim days. Ib will
not be [air to suggest that the Buddhists succumbed
more casily to political temptlations than the Hindus
and the change ol religion was duc to the prospects
of the improvement of their political status. It 18
noteworthy that the Buddhist Kings of Arakan used
Mahomedan designations in addition to their own
names and cven issued medallions bearing the
Kalima, the Mahomedan confession of faith, in
Persian script. We may further note that the
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present Mahomedan Sultans of the Federated Malay
States are all descendants of the ancient Hindu
ruling dynasties later converled to Buddhism, Their
conversion to Islam was not elfected by armed in-
vasion. The Arabs visited their country ns peacelul
traders and the Maluy kings accepted the new [uith
beeause 1t must have made o strong appeal o their
emotion or roason. The masses must havs croulated
the example of their rulers and a Buddhist country
Lins become in course of time almost ontirely Muslim.
This casy translation Jrom DBuddhism to Islamn
demands an explanation. On Lhe eve of the Muslim
conquest of India Buddhism had lost its original
simplicity and had Dbeen overburdened with the
complicated rites and rituals associated wilh the
Mahayena cult. Why did these later Duddhists
find it so casy to forsake their former [aith and
embrace Islam while their Hindu neighbours and
countrymen remained more loyal to their ancestral
belief ?

The students of medieval history possess one
marked advantage over the scholurs intercsled in
the preceding period. The Hindus bad apparently
little intercst in historical literature, and Sanskrii
chronicles and biographical works that have luckily
survived to our times can be counted on our fingers.
But the Muslim writers were nol so indillerent to
mundane matters and applied themselves diligenily
to historical investigations. In any case, contem-
porary chroniclers often strove to record the achieve-
menis ol Muslim rulers and military leaders, and
modern scholars found it comparatively easy to
consfruct the framework of medieval Indian history.
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Here I deem it necessary lo sound a note of warning.
There is u tendency in certain gquarters io treat
everything writlen in Persian as a primary source
ol Listory. Nothing can be more ridiculous. A
Persian povm with o historical theme may reflect
popular feelings of the time, but as lListorical
wberial ib cannot be classed higher than a Hindi or
Marathi ballad.  Similarly, no serious historian
will attach the sune value 1o a contemporary record
und o later ehronicle, simply beeause the latter may
be wrillen in Persinn. Nor shall we be juslified in
accepling all the observations of a foreign traveller,
uropean or Asiatie, without a eritical examination
ol liis sources of inlormation. It is a pity that some
ol the wost prominent writers of modern India fail
to distinguish o chronicle from History and to
evaluate properly and classily correcily the extant
historical maferiale, Tt will be preposterous to
place the correspondence of Aurangzib or Jai Singh
in the same category with the chronicles of Bhimsen
or Iradat Khaun, simply because they belong fo the
same age and were written in the same language.
To wvoid confusion il should be frankly recognised
that for the early Sultanate of Delhi we bhave no
contemporary record,* and il we leave the numismatic
and the scanly eprigraphic materials out of account
therc remains hardly anything which can be fermed
as original sources.

The Persian chronicles suffer from another
patent shoricoming. The chroniclers were mainly,

1 The term ' record ' is used in its techmeal und nof in ile genera]
HEnae. *
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il not solely, interested in the Court and the military
aristocracy. Some of them deliberately sought the
patronage of the ruling Sultan and the principal
nobles, So far as they were concerned, the masses
might have been allogether non-exisient. The
plodding peasants were probably taken [or granted,
but their sorrows and sullerings, their trinls and
tribulations, their pleasures and pastimes, Cheir
labours and reerealions were considered too trivial
to find any place in the chronicles specially compiled
for the perusal of the greab. The Muslim  writers
were seldom [rec [rom the religious bias that muade
them indillerent to the culture of the Hindus.  The
Hindu was a deluded misbeliever eternally doomed
to perdition! It is only ab rare intervals that an
Aiberuni turned his attention io the wathemntical
and metaphysical speculationg of the Hindus or
an Amir Khusru explored the treasures of Sanskrit
literature. Tfiis a pity that in spite of these defecty
the Persian clironicles still continue to influenee the
historicul works on India. The two ponderous
volumes that recently appeured with the impress ol
the Cawmbridge University I'ress amply prove that
to many of ouw distinguished contemporaries
medieval Indian history offers but a catalogue of
bloody strifes and court intrigues. Ifor themn
Chaitanya and Kavir had no message ; Tulsidas and
Muhammad Jaysi lived in vain so far as they were
concerned ; they ignore the lovely paintings of
Mansur; the music of Tansen is wasted on them.
The historian should not be influenced by
chauvinism, but he should not confuse a chronicle
- with History, He should not forget ibe tecming
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millions toiling far from the metropolitan crowd.
The selt-eflacing bard who catered for the poor and
unconsciously created a now literature, the sainily
teacher who preached the superiority of love and
devotion, also demand his attention. He cannot
afford {o ignore ihe ceconomic forces that go 1o the,
making of History. He must give a proper sccount
of the religious, literary and urtistic movements that
gave lis period its characteristic tone. He may
complain that he cannot make bricks without siraw
and he is handicapped by the very deflects from which,
the chronicles which form his principal sources
suffer. Bul the historian, il he is true to his ideal,
must draw upon fresh materials. Literature and
archaeology may prove of immense value where the,
chronicles fail. We cannot take & narrow view of
History and clip the wings of our Muse. We shonld
not have recourse to unbridled imagination, bul that
is no reason why we should not set to make a scienti-
fic synthesis of every bit of information that litera-
ture, theology, philosophy and ancient monuments
may yield.

The advent of Islam almost synchronised with
the rise of the Rajput dynasties. The Rajputs were
the Normans of India. ~ Though they did not share
the Norseman's seafaring tasics, the Rajpuls were
ag daring, as chivalrous, as enterprising, as adven-
turous as those hardy warriors who carried their
victorious arms from one end of Europe to another.
For centuries the Rajput kings were the defenders
of Hindu faith, the patrons of Hindu culture, the
protagonisis of Himndu traditions. They stood by
the ancient Hindu ideals, and fearlessly defended

9518988
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Hindusthan against repeated onslaughts of Islam.
Hislory has not so far taken an adequate notice of
the part played by the Rajputs, but a warm admirer
of theirs Irom the [ar-oll West, Colonel Tod, paid
eloquent tribute to their hervism : ** What nation
on earth would have maintained the semblanee of
civilization, the spirit or the customs of their [ure-
fathers, during so many centuries ol overwhelming
depression, but one of sueh singular eharacter as the
Rajput? . . . Rajasthan exhibits the sole example
in the history of mankind, of a people willistanding
every outrage barbarity can inflict or human nature
sustain, and bent to the ewrth, yelb rising buoyant
from the pressurc and making calumity n whelstone
to courage.”” It is not for nothing that popular
imagination still twrns to Rajputana [or patriotic
inspiration. Smith was right when he said that
** the centuries [rom the death of Harsha to the
Muhammadan conquest of Hindusthan, extending
in round numbers from the middle of the seventh
to the close of the twellth century, might be called
with propriety the Rujput period."

It will however be wrong to suggest that when
the Muslim conquest of Northern India was com-
pleted, the Rajputs, reconciled to their lot, beat
their swords into ploughshares and permanently for-
sook their warlike habits in pursuit of the arts of
peace. Can we ignore the part played by the petty
Rajput chiefs of these provinces in the turbulent
days of the so-called Syed kings? Even the Muslim
historians eould not ignore the exploits and achieve-
ments of the great Sanga. Were not the Rajputs
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the virtual rulers of Malwa even when a Muslim
prince reigned of Mandu? When the political
genius of that great cmperor, whom the devolion of
his ITindu subjects loved to identify with the Ruler
of the world, converted his inveterate loes into stead-
[ast [riends, the principal Rajput chiels did indeed
roadjust their political outlook and whole-heartedly
identified themselves with the Timurid empire.
Soldiers and statesmen like Man Singh, Jaswant
Singh, Mirza Raja Jai Singh, Ajit Singh and Abhai
Singh fought for that empire in every part of India
and sometimes their services were requisitioned in
provinces outside the geographical bounds of this
country. The proud rulers of Mewar, on the other
hand, played a different role. Pratap Singh defied
the might of Akbar, and his descendant Raj Singh
unhesitatingly took the lead of a Rajput league
organised to delend their ancient rights from the
encroachmenis of Aurangzib. The Timurid empire
is gone, the Maratha confederacy has vanished, but
the Rajput states are still there. The Guhilot, the
Rathor, the Kachchhapaghata chiefs still rule over
their respective clans ; and when the exigencies of
another cmpire, to which they now owe their alle-
giance, demanded their services some years ago,
they again donned their armours and drew their
swords with their wonted =zeal and accustomed
ardour. During the palmy days of Rajput glory
they produced mighty kings like Gurjara Bhoja,
Chandella Dhanga, Kalachuri Karna, Paramara
Bhoja, Solanki Jayasimha and Chauhan Prithviraj.
In the day of their decline, when the Rajput rulers
became mere vassals of the dominant Power, they
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still maintained their military reputation untarnish-
ed, their chivalry and honour unsullied.

It is strange that the origin of the Rajputs
should still remain a subject of controversy. The
problem has been discussed threadbare [from  all
points of view—Ilegendary, historical, cthnologicul
and sociologionl—Dbut unummity has not yel  been
reached.  "he story ol ** Agni-Kula ™" (lire origin)
was apparently invented to eamouflage some signifi-
cant historical fachs which some of the noble fumilios
of Rajasthan did not consider complimentary to their
ancestors. Some of the Rajputs apparently had soimne
racial affinity with the aborigines of the region;
others might not have been tolally unrelated to alien
invaders. The name ‘ Rajpul * is quite colourless.
It includes numerous clans to whom it will be hazar-
dous to atfribute a common origin.  Their only bond
seems to have been a common ideal and a similar
organisation. The crudition and industry of rof.
D. R. Bhandarkar have [loirly established that the
Cruhilots at least were not divectly descended [vom
the Vedic Aryans,  Aryan origin is also commonly
denied to the Gurjuras. But the traditional view of
purely Kshairiya origin docs nol suffer from lack ol
champions. In recent years the orthodox theory of
indigenous origin has been very ably deflended by
Mahamahopadhyaya Gauri Shankar Hirachand Ojha
and the late Rao Bahadur Chintaman Vinayak
Vaidya. It is no disparagement of their scholar-
ship or intellectual integrity if we say thal so far
they have nof succeeded in carrying conviction to
the opposite camp. The late Dr. Crooke probably
staled the case fairly when he said, ' Some of the
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nobler Rajput septs are descended from Gurjaras or
other [orcigners, while others are closely connected
with the indigenous races.””  Whatever their origin,
the Rajpuis identified themselves with the ancient
1deas and military traditions of this land, and when
they elaimed kinship with ancient Solar or Lunar
races, they simply asserbed Gheir legitimate right to
the leadership of the Hindus which they had earned
with their heart's blood.

Another interesting problem is the prevalence
of I'endalism in medieval Rajputana. Tod was
dehnitely of opinion that the Rajput states were
leudal in character and the political organisation ol
the Rajputs wae [ounded on feudal principles of
service and protection. Crooke and Erskine, how-
ever, strongly controvert this assertion. They hold
that the analogy between the tribal institutions of
the Rajputs and the social organisution of medieval
Burope is in the maiw superficial. ** It is of little
use,”’ argues Crooke, '* o comparc iwo systems of
which only the nucleus is common to both, and to
place side by side institutions which present only a
[netitious similitnde, because the social development
of each has progressed on different lines.” But we
should not forget that Feudalism, alter all, is a yague
term indicating a cerain form of political and social
organisation in which land tenure plays a deter-
mining part. Maitland rightly observed that there
was no Feudal System, there were many feudal
systems in different parts of Europe. Feudal laws
and feudal customs varied from counfry to country,
from district to district. It ig futile to seek in
medieval Rajputana exactly those laws, customs and
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practices with which the text-books on medieval
European history have familiarised us. Tod says,
““ In remarking the curious coincidence between
the habits, nolions, and governmenis ol Europe in
the Middle Ages, and those of Rajnsthan, it is not
nbsolutely necessary we should conelude that one
system was borrowed from the other ; ench may, in
truth, be said to have the patriarchal lorm [or its
basis.”” European Feudalism may not have evolved
from a patriarchal form of society, but in medicval
Rajputana the clan system sceins to lend some colour
to Tod’s view. In any case, Tod's elaborate com-
parison between Rajput customs and fendal institu-
tiong of Europe deserves further examination and
serutiny.

In Rajputana the clan dominated the state.
In fact, originally the state belonged to the clan,
the king being only a primus inter pares. Such a
state of things could not but hamper the central
authority and the Rajput king was as much handi-
capped by a conflich of prerogubive and privileges as
the Lodi Sultans of Delhi.  Gradually, however, the
king began to assert himsell ; and as he had {0 deal
mainly with one ruling clan and not with several
tribes, he nltimately succeeded in curbing the power
of the feudal aristocracy. The {ransition from
government by the elders to autocracy pure and
simp'e must have been necessarily slow but the
process is worth studying. It goes without saying
that the example of the Timurid emperors must
have supplied the necessary impetus to the subordi-
nate rulers. As Prof. 8. C. Dutt so aptly remarks,
““ The autocrat at the imperial capital supplied the
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incentive fo the prince to play tle autocrat in his
more limited sphere of action.'' While the whole
world was moving, Rajputana could not stand still.
The Rajputs nlso responded to outside influence of
which the Timurid empire wag the living embodi-
ment.

The Rajputs were slurdy warriors but their
military systern has not yet been adequately
analysed. They had their peculiar strategy and
factics. In a [eudal force the cavalry naturally
occupied the place of honour and the armoured
knight with his broad sword and shaxp lance led the
charge. The infantry was not much thought of.
With unparalleled obstinacy the Rajputs refused
lo learn new lessons and sieadlastly elung to old
and out-ol-date methods. Probably the time-
honoured rights and privileges of the clan stood in
the way of military reform. We know as a maiter
of fact that in the 18th century many Maratha chiefs
refused to have anything to do with trained infantry
and Western methods of warfare. They were
obliged to serve the sfate with a stipulated number
of horsemen and they stood on their rights with a
perverse tenacity which does little credit to their
head. Sueh must have been the case in Rajputana
also, for the Rajput cursed '* those vile guns, which
render of comparatively little value the Jance of
many a gallant soldier.”’ It is difficult to say how
far Vikramaditya of Mewar antagonised his nobles
by his predilection lor paiks or foot soldiers. It is
a pity that the campaigns of the great Rajput
warriors have not yet been studied with that scienti-
fic accuracy and industry which they deserve. The
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prose chronicles of the Rajputs themselves and the
Persian tawarikhs compiled by their Muslim adver-
saries, when carefully scrutinised, may prove
veritable mine of information.

As Dr. Tessitori observes, "' The history of
Medieval India has been so far compiled chiefly
from the works of Muslim historians who represent
the Rajput princes in a very unfavourable light,
calling them infidel dogs, headstrong rebals, efe.
Bearing such unfriendly feelings fthe Mahomedan
historians never do fnll justice to the imporiant role
which Rajput princes played in imperial eampaigns
The Rajasthani chronicleg alone can redress the
wrongs thus done to the Hindvs in general by the
Mahomedan historians. They draw before ns a
picture of Rajput life under the Emperors, and at
the same time also of the imperial life as scen
through Rajput spectacles.”’ Tt iz needless to say
that the Persinn chronicles canmot he and should
not be ignored. But they shonld he snpplemented
and corrected in the light of the Rajput sources.
For the earlier period Epigraphy is sure to prove of
immense use, and great savants like Biihlar, Kicl-
horn, Bhagwanlal Tndraji and D. R. Bhandarkar
have done important pioneer work in this direction.
Sanskrit poetical works like Prithvirdjavijaye and
Hammiramadamardana arc avowedly historical
works, and though poetical imageries and exaggera-
tions may have encrusted the underlying facts, they
certainly help us in getting a truer perspective.

" For the later period we must turn to the Rajput
bardic chronicles, and the prose works known as
Pidhiyas, Vatas and Khyatas. The scientific study
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of the bardic chronicles began and ended with Dr.
Tessitori. Tt is a pity that the materials collected
by this Ttalian scholar have not yet been properly
used by Indian students. The bardic chronicles
include short stray couplets, at first orally preserved
and lnter reduced o writing, and commemorative
songs. Sometimes the latter assumed gigantic
proportions and attained immense popularity. Al-
thongh the main object of such poetical works was
the glorification of o particular hero and his
entourage, the poet went out of his way fo treat of
the bygone ages. The most woll-known work of
this class is Prithvivdja Raso of Chand Bardai,
which consists of many thousand verses and is by
no means confined to contemporary cvenis. But
such ballads and poems mnst be treated with the
ntmost cantion. The bards were avowed partisans
and not impartial observers. They usually devoted
their poetic sldll to the glorifieation of their own
patrons and the vilification of their rivals. Not
infrequently they participated in court intrignes and
their work was naturally vitiated by party bias and
personal prejudice. Moreover, as professional poets
they cared more for literary elfect and less for truth
and accutacy, As Dr. Tessitori observez, “ In the
magniloquent straing of a cdrana everything takes
a gigantic form, as if he was seeing the world with
& magnifying glass; every skirmish becomes a
Mahabhdrata, every little hamlet a Lanka, every
warrior a giant who with his arms upholds the sky.
But, if one allows for these exaggerations and reduces
things to their natural size, and at the same time
dénndes the facts of all fictions with which they are
2618298



202 80ME PROBT.EMS OT TNDTAN HTSTORY

conted, the kernel of truth ecan still he seen lurking
inside.”’ How apt these remarks would be in rela-
tion to the historical ballads of the Marathas who
claim kinship with the Rajputs!

The Rajasthani historieal prose works are more
useful. The Pidhiyids farnish nothing hul genealo-
gieal data and often consist of strings of names.
From the sixteenth eentury bingraphieal nofes were
added to these genealogies, eompiled by stipendinry
bhits and Jain jatis. The Valas eonsist of {ales,
romances, hiographies and brief notices of imporlant
events. The Khy@tas are genuine prose chronicles
and the narrative was generally arranged in correet
chronological order. 8o far as contemporary events
or the recent past are concerned, the Kfilas arve
remarkably acenrate. As Dr. Tessitori  snys,
*“ They contained no legends, no Ties, no quotation
of bardic verses, no flatteries, but merely plain siate-
ments of facts teeming with names and dates, these
facts contemporary and many of them witnessed hy
the writer.”” The Khydtas should be properly
edited and published. Tt is o pity that the original
text of the best of them, Nainsi's Khydte, is not
available in print, The time has come when overy
University student interested in the subject may
lagitimately claim a source book of Rajput history
This need would have certainly been removed, had
Sir Asutosh Mookerjee been spared for a few years
more. Under his inspiring guidance the TIniversity
of Calentta made provision for the study of "Sikh
history, Maratha history and TRajput history.
Not content with the mere recognition of Rajput
history as a subject for examination and rescarch,



BOME PROBLEMS OF INDIAN HISTORY EDE

he enlisted the services of a well-known Rajput
scholar, Pandit Ram Karan—whose familiarity
with the Rujput bardie literature and prose chronicles
particularly qnalified him for the task, with a view
o the preparation of u reliable source book. Un-
[urtunately the work was never accomplished, but
let us hope that some othoer University financially
better endowed than Caleutta will carry out Sir
Asutosh's programme.

1t 18 not possible nor is it necessary to atlempt
lLiere & comprehensive survey of ihe work hitherto
done with regard to medicval Indian history. Tt
will be impertinent on iy part to refer you to the
pioneer work ol such intellectual giants ag Elphin-
stone, HErskine, Blochman, Beveridge, Thomas and
Tod. DBut a brief reference to more recent investi-
gations may not be absolutely out of place. Maha-
muhiopadhyaya Gauri Shankar Hira Chand Ojha
has earned the gratitude of all students of Indian
history by his researches in Rajpub history. Dewan
Bahadur Harbilas Sarda’s monographs in English
are fairly well-known. Pandit Bisheshwar Nath
Reu, Prol. Subimalchondra Dutt and Mr. Golap-
chandra Raychaudhuri have contributed several
illuminating papers on various topics connected with
the Rajputs. O those scholars who relied mainly
on Pergian gources, bhe foremost place must be given
to Henry Irvine and Sir Jadunath Sarkar. Irvine
and Sarkar, between them, cover the entire period
from the reign of Shah Jahan to the end of the
eighteenth century. Medieval Numismatics has
found able exponents in Mr. Nelson Wright whose
recent publication is sure to replace the pioneer work
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of Thomas, and Dr. N. K. Bhattasali whose work
on the independent Sultans of Bengal is indispen-
sable to all serious students. A brilliant school of
History was founded here at Allababad by Drof.
Rushbrook Williams, which still flourisheg under
the able guidance of its present hend. "rom the
very beginning the Alluhubad historiaus  uuude
medieval Indian history their own., The excellent
text-bools of Dr. Ishwari Prusad wre used all over
India. His resewrches on the Quraunah Turks, Dy,
Tripathi's monograph on administrative institutions
of the Delhi Sultanate, Dr. Saksena's Ilistory of
Shah Jahan, Dr. Beni Prasad’s work on Jahangir
and Prof. Rushbrook Williams's illuminating little
vo.ume on Babur have permanently established the
reputation of Allahabad as a great centre of medieval
studies. To Lucknow we are indebted [or & inono-
graph on Humayun, but for Humayun's rival Sher
Shah we Lave to turn to Dacea. The biography of
Sher Shah, however, is not the only work of I'rol.
Qanungo. Ilis Hislory of the Jals, though incom-
plete, is a work ol greab promise. It is quite in vhe
fitness of thungy that the nortli-eastern [rontier policy
of the Mughals should engage the attention of a
Dacca scholar : Dy, S. N. Bhattacharyya has given
us an erudite treabise on that subject. It gives me
great pride and pleasure fo add that both Qanungo
and Blattacharyya are genuine products ol the
Calcutta University. Mr. Indubhushan Banerjee
of Calcuita bas recently brought out a volume on
the Evolution of the Khalsa, which is sure to be
counted among the most authoritative works on the
subject. Dr. N, K. Sinha interests himself in a
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subject which falls on the border line of modern and
medieval periods. A series of brilliant papers has
been published by Mr, Anilchaudra Banerjee on
the interesting subject of the evolution of the
administrative system of the early Muslim kings of
Delhi. At Madras the veteran Krishinaswami
Aiyangar indefatigably works to extend the bounds
ol our lknowledge. His ellorts are being ably
seconded by lis successor, Prof, Nilkantha Shastri.
The numnber of Maharasira scholars is too numerous
& be mentioned here. A new History school ‘s
growing at Bombuay under the inspiration of Father
Heras who surveys all periods of Indian history with
confidence and ability. The posthumous publication
of Ibn Hasan proves what a promising scholar
Indian history has lost in him.

Twenty-five years ngo very [ew Indian scholars
actively interested themselves in their country’s past,
but those who did were men of [liest-rote ability.
To-day dozens of students arc engaged in historical
investigations at every University centre. We must
seriously ask ourselves whether the gain in quantity
Lias not been impaired by a corresponding loss in
quality. It is impossible for vutsiders to realise
the wasle in time, encrgy and money caused by
dilettante work. We should also seriously enquire
whether we are not encouraging rosearch too early
by intellectually immature students. These queries
may be unpleasant, but professional teachers ol
History cannot conscientiously ignore them.

A crying need of the moment is some method
of co-ordination, some effective means of preventing
unnecessary reduplication. If Delhi is far off,



206  SOME PROBLEMS OF INDIAN 1TISTORY

Lahore, Bombay and Madras are farther still. A
co-ordinaling agency is, thercfore, urgently ealled
for. We cannol permil unnecessury waste ab this
stage of our national developmwent. Cannol we sel
up some board or cominiltee whose business will be
Lo keep nole of and supply information wbout the
rescarch work in which the different Universitios and
private individuals arc engaged? [ have already
referred to ihe excellent work dome by Mr. Anil-
chandra Banerjee, but with the publication of Dr.
Tripathi's volume on the identical subject Mr.
Banerjee's papers became superfluons except for some
minor points, Two years’ hard work was thus
wasted for lack of informalion and co-ordination.
This Congress will render a valuable service to
historical studics in India if it can set up an unofficial
body to prevent such unnecessary reduplicalion.
Probably the national committee alfiliated to the
International Congress of HMislorical Science will
serve Lhis purpose.

We must not forget that if much has been done,
still more remains to be done. Those who care for
an easy time, those who expect speedy resulis, those
who hanker after speetacular ellect, should go [for
some other sphere of activity. Historical investiga-
tion demands hard work and privation, indelatig-
able industry and sell-eflacement, intellectual
mtegrity and devotion to truth.



THE MODERN AGE IN INDIA!

Let me thank yon for the honour you have
done me hy asking me {o preside over the Modern
Indian Tlistory Seelion of the Indian History
Congress. A younger man might have brought to
your delilerations a elearer vision, a keener pereep-
tion and a surer sense of realities; but our youthful
colleagues are busy elsewhere making History and
salvaging civilisation. Uniil betier times bring
them back Lo their old and accustomed spheres older
men must not hesitate to step into the breach, hold
the toreh aloft and keep the sacred flame burning.

Before we proceed {o examine any specific
problem we have 1o answer ihree definite questions.
Can we rensonably agree lo a chronological division
and regional segmentation of History? I so, what
should be the determining factor in ascertaining the
line of demarcation? To whal exient can a part-
cular region be isolated for the purposes of historical
investigation? As Sir Charles Oman so pertinently
observed, the professional historian is unable to
answer many questions in the simple affirmative or
negative. Our answer is bound fo be qualified by
many ‘ ifs ' and many ‘ buts.’

We believe in the unity of History ; it is one
of our cardinal creeds. Hislory may not be coter-
minons with time but it embraces the whole range

1 Presidentin] Address, Modern Tnlian Huslory Seclion, Tndinn
History Congross, Lahore Sesgign, L840,
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of human experience, surveys the entire field of
human activities and seeks to interpret and analyse
the indefinite ideal which the mankind in gencral,
urged by an irrepressible impulse, has been [or
thousands of ceniuries striving unceasingly to
achieve. Hislory flows like a river from the [or-
gotten past to the unknown future. It ecannot,
therefore, be divided inlo chronological ecompart-
menis. The present is rooted in the past, the Mture
| i only a projeclion of the present; ag the past has
F left its indelible impress on the present, so fthe
present i inevitably shaping the future. We are
interested in the past because it helps us to under-
stand (he present and o foreast, however inndequate-
ly, the vital tendencics of the [uture. We have,
therefore, to carry on our explorations backwards ;
but s we labour along the [aint track the recent past
recedes o the remote past, well authenticated lacts
are replaced by logical inferenees, until ot last all
landmarks disappear and Hislory loses ilsell in the
intricate mazes of mythology. DBul within {hat
limit there is hardly any break or discondinuity. A
link may be missing here and theve but there is no
doubt about the chain itsell. It is our business to
reconstruch the past, to supply the missing links if
possible, but it is not for us to break the chuin into
pieces or to ignore any of the cxisting links.

If the unity of History is admitted, how do we
explain the popularity of chronological treatment?
The answer is simple. The magnitude of the
subject baffles our intellectual resources, and unable
to grasp the whole we try tv achieve the maximum
results by devoting our limited time and intelleet to
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the most elaborate examination of a part. The
scientific method of historiography, for’ which we
are indebied to the great German savants of the
ninetcenth century, at once demands o more inten-
sive and extensive cxmmination of the original
sources and necessarily restricts the period to Dbe
reviewed. DTarndoxical though it may scem, there
is no inconsistency between the accepted theory and
the actunl practice. A Bofanist may devote his
researches to the fosgil plants or to the flora of a
particular region or cven to a particular order or
genus of plants without any disloyalty to his seience.
A Zoologist, unable to iraverse the entire animal
kingdom, may quite reasonably resiriet his survey
to the Batrachians or to the minute polyps that huild
up the coral islands. That does not imply that he
18 oblivions of the existence ol olher forms of life.
Similarly when a historian puts o chronologicsl
limit to the subjeet of his enquiry he docs not deny,
even by implications, ilie wider scope of his science-;
Lie simply confesses lis own limitations. When we
speak of ‘ modern," ‘medieval ' or °ancient)’
history we do not ignore the intimate interrelationis
of the different periods and the organic connection
between the preceding and the succeeding ages.
Convenience alone diclates a practice which convie-
tion may find far from the ideal.

Regional segmentation of History also is - nat
without serious difficulties. A Chemist may -very
well isolate an element in his laboratory and examine
its properties. A DBacteriologist may culture a
particular microbe and sogregate it to study its life
history. Can.we in the same sense and {0 the same

a7—1533p8
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extent isolate a particular geographical unit for
historical investigations? Can we, to be more
concrete, isolate India for sueh a purpose? Was
TIndia at any time in her chequered past so cub off
from the rest of the world as to pursue her course
independent of her cenvironments? Tnown facls
hardly support such a hypothesis. We have not
yot been able to read the script onee in vogue at
Mohenjo Daro and Harappa. We do not know what
langnage those ancient peop'e spoke bul we know
that there was a great affinity between the civilisa-
tion that flourished in the lost cities of Sind and
the Punjeb millenniums before the birth of Christ
and that of ancient Mesopotamin. Ts il an aceident
that clay seals wilh animal figures and pictographs<
similar to those of Mohenjo Daro have been  dis-
covered in ancient Mesopolamian sites?  Are we
sure that the Dravidians had nothing to do with the
people of Sumer and Akkad? Did the Avyans
evolve their civilisalion entirely in the congenial
soil of the land of the five rivers or did they hring
the rudiments of their culture [rom their original
home now no longer remembered? Coming to
historical times we find that the first imporlant
facts of which we are aware relate to other people
and other lands. If the details of the Dersian
invasion have been lost, the Macedonian expedilion
forms the first landmark in ancient Indian history.
Can we ignore the importance of the Hellenic
sources, the Ceylonese sources, the Chinese and ihe
Tibetan sources in reconsiructing India’s past?
India's relations with the world outside grow wider
and more intimate as we approach our own times,
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Civilisations and culfures have a tendency to migrate
from land to land irrespective ol racial movements.
I need not apologise for repeating these truisms, for
in recent times there has heen sueh a craze for over-
specialisation al an immature stage that a thorough
revision of our syllabue and a complele reorientaiion
of our studics are definitely enlled for.

Regional segmentation of History is based io
w certuin extent on logicul and psychological
grounds, Though we recognise the unity of History
we cannot deny the diversity of Luman impulses.
Human mind reacts dillcrently under dilferent
stimulii and responds differently to dillerent cnviron-
ments. Geography, as is commonly acknowledged,
shapes Hislory bui geographical influences may be
modified or accentuated by human action as happen-
ed to the Mediterranean region and England respec-
Lively alter the discovery of the new world. Though
human civilisation is one in ils essentials, it has
many phases and diverse aspects. Every man more-
over fecls a greater interest in his immediate neigh-
bourhood. That is why we start with that branch
of Hislory which deals with our own country, our
own people and our own times. That is the justifi-
cation of the Indian History Congress and ihe
Modern Indian History Section. That is why so
many perallel and perpendicular lines have been
drawn across the wide domain of History. That is
why we are not content with political history alone
but we feel the need of cultural and instifutional
history as well. After all, ideas are more important
than deeds ; for deeds are at best the outward reflec-
tion of the ideas which supply the motive force in
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all human affairs. Ideas transcend time and space
but the same ideas may not gain curreney in all
parts of the world, the same prineciple may not
dominate human action in all couniries during the
same chronological period. Therefore the saume
chronological division does not hold guod for all
regions,

To return from the abstract to the conerete,
when did the Modern Age begin in this country?
* Modern," * medicval ' and © ancient * are relative
terms and we cannot draw a line of demarcation
which will held good for all fime. Chronological
boundaries are liable to change like the shifling
course of a river, but unlike geographical limits
historical terminii are never clear cut or islinet.
We cannot say, withoul being charged with undue
dogmatism, that a certain cpoch cume to an abrupl
end on a particular day in a particular year when
the succeeding age immediately came info being.
‘We cannot ring out the obsolete period and ring in
the new.” They merge into one another and for a
considerable time the line of demarcation is blurred
and indislinet. Provision should, therefore, be
made for an interregnum Dbebween two distinct
historical periods and for periodical revision of their
limits.

The duration of a historical period is deter-
mined by the efficiency of its dominant principles.
A negative influence indicates decadence and intel-
lectual anarchy usually marks the dissolution of the
old order but does not denote the inauguration of
the new. The period of decadence forms the inter-
regnum. A new age is associated with harmony
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and order. When forms are devoid of realily, when
theories cease to be bused on facts, we find the
surest evidence of approaching revolution which is
to evolve order out of chaos. Bul the process is
likely {o cover many decades. Tt is casy to say
when the decline of the Mughal emnpire hegan but is
it possible to assign a precise date to ils [all? The
premonitions of the impending disaster were pro-
bably perceived as carly as the first decade of the
18th century, but will it not be rash to assert that
the Mughal empire ceased {o exist with the passing
away of the great Alamgir? When did the end
come? With the invasion of Nadir Shah? With
the murder of Alamgir TI? With the British
occupation of Delhi? The empire as a political
entity ceased to [unction long before Nadir Shah
exposed its hollowness 1o a horrified India, but the
form survived the reality and a Padshal continued
to reside in the red fort of Shah Jahan till the
anachronism was removed in the middle of the last
cenfury.

Does the passing away of ithe empire synchro-
nise with the advent of the Modern Age in India?
Was the so-called Mughal period essentially medieval
in its political institutions, intellectual outlook and
economic organisation?

In Europe the seventeenth century witnessed
that intellectual revolution and religious upheaval
which marked the end of medieval faith and estab-
lished the modern supremacy of reason. Blind faith
gradually yielded place to reasoned conviction. In
the next century religion gradually ceased to enjoy
any political importance as the Church had been
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subordinated to the State. Science occupied the
predominant place that [ormerly belonged to
Theology. DBy this test modern Indian history
does not begin belore the middle of the nineleenth
century. The new ideas had indeed been long in
the air, the spirit of robellion was already at work,
but as a single swallow does not make the spring so
the bold pioneers do not make the new uge, though
they are certainly the harbingers ol the [uture order.
The Revolutionary period in Burope did not begin
with Voltaire and Rousseau ; il commcenced when
their eachings lost their novelly and their theories
became the accepled political creed of the common
people. Not uniil the new ideas become comunon-
place can the new age be said to have [airly com-
menced. The royal astronomer of Jaipur was in
close intellectual contact with his [ellow scientists
in the West. Jai Singh took every cure o have the
gtandard Western works on Astronomy teanslaled
into Persian buil he was [ar in advance of his {imes.
He was not a typical representalive of Lis age.
Another pioneer was Ram Mohan of Bengal, butl an
age is to be judged not by its geniuses but by the
common man. The common man in Ram Moban's
days still confused faith with reason. The Age of
Reason in India, the Modern Age, the scientific age,
ig hardly a century old and for aught we know it is
probably quickly nearing its close. The world war
may usher new ideas and novel conceplions in ihe
light of which the present state of things may
appear obsolete and out of daic and the fulure
historian may have once again to revise his chrono-
logy and rearrange hig charts.
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What will be the central theme of modern
Indian hisiory? Many headings may be, and have
heen suggesled : Pax Brittanica, Evolution of
Demoeratic Tnstitutions, Growth of Capitalism,
Decay of Rural Tndia, Rise of Militant Nalionalism,
Passing of the 0ld Order, Diflusion of Western
TLearning, Growth of Vernaenlar Titernture, will
cach make o eatching title.  As manifestations of
the modern mind in Tndia they deserve a careful
examination and analysis and some excelleni mono-
graphs have already been written. Tnteresting as
these movements are, they form nothing hut a clue
to the dominant force that gave our times {heir
characieristic features. The central theme round
which they will fit in a harmonious and consisient
pattern is however different; it is the Fusion of
Cultures. TFusion of Cultures is not a new thing in
Indin and the ancient Hindu colonies in the Far
Bast. India has been from {ime immemorial the
meeting place of many races ; in this magic cauldron
have been thrown diverse langnages, cults and
civilisations, to he hrewed into a wonderful potion
that still brings solace and peace to millions of
human beings. But how the synthesis was eflected,
what proporlion of alien clemenis was eliminated,
how much of foreign civilisation was absorbed, we
do not exactly know. What was the contribution of
Mohenjo Daro and Harappa to the Vedic culture and
Tndo-Aryan civilisation? How many members of
the Dravidian pantheon were transformed into
Hindu deities and transported to ihe Hindu para-
dise? Did the noseless Dasyu absolute'y fail to
influence the culture of the fair conquerors?  What
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is India’s indebtedness to China and Tibet, to
Greece and Rome, to the old civilisations of Babylon
and Assyria? Our available data are so meagre
that we must remain content with conjectures and
surmises. We are on firmer grounds when we come
to the Muslim period but here also our sonrees are
not as wide and voluminons as we mightl wish. The
intensity of onr researches must depend on the extent
of our sources and when we come fo modern {imes
our sonrces grow in variety ns well as in volume.
India is no longer the fabulous land of the pagoda
tree ; it is an integral part of the busy world within
easy reach of cvery civilised couniry. Tf the
balance of trade i slightly upset in any corner of
the world, the reaction is at once felt in Tndia, Tf
a literary genius makes his debut in an ohseure
town of Latin America, his works find admiring
readers in this country. If a momentous scientific
discovery is made in Tlurope, it is immedintely ex-
ploited here either for industrial purposes or for
intellectual edification. Never hefore had the fusion
of two cultures been more complete, the synihesis of
two civilisations more harmonious, the inlerconrse
between different races more fruitful. This fusion
of cultures, this synthesis of civilisations, this union
of peoples might form a fitting subject for the pen
of & Mommsen, might inspire the imagination of a
Gibbon and enlist the industry of a Ranke. But
Mommsens, Gibbons and Rankes are not. horn every
day. The task of a gening musi, iherefore, be
underfaken by a corporation of scholars. There is
ample scope of co-operation in the service of our
Muse. Ours ig an indusiry where competition does
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not necessarily contribute to efficiency. Ourg is a
journey which rmust be shared by all without the
least intention of stealing a march over a fellow way-
farer.

Belore concluding T fee] tempted to make one
enquiry which I hope will not be deemed imperti-
nenb. The modern West has relegated veligion to
the background. What is the position of religion
in modern Tndian? Has spiritualism completely
yielded place to materialism under the impact of the
West? The State in India does not derive its sanc-
tion from Theology to-day. But are the current
political creeds tolally unaffected by the teachings ol
the old seriptures? That they are free from priestly
influences is apparent. Mr. Gandhi is not a
Brahman, My, Jinnah is not a Mullah. But we are
too near the events to have a correct perspective,
The * unchanging ' Fast is having a mad orgy of
changes but it is too early to assert that she has cast
her mysticism aside. Scicnce has worked wonders
in every sphere ol life but spiritualism may at the
last resort seek reluge in the very science that shook
its foundation so badly. Some day probably an
Indian Tawney or an Indian Weber will take up this
fascinating subject but neither the proper man nor
the appropriate moment has arrived as yet.

I am not inclined to blame my countrymen
becanse more work on modern Indian history has
been done in the British Isles than in India. Our
British friends had an early start. They had ready
access to the contemporary official records, private
correspondence of prominent personages and family
papers preserved in the public and private archives

28—1961
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of England, while access to archives in India was
strictly limited. Only the fortunate few who could
cross the sea and go to London and Paris in search
of their sources could crploy their time and industry
to some nseful purpose. Others had necessarily to
confine their investigations to more convenient sub-
jects for which ample materinls were available in
India. But things of late have luckily changed for
the better. The (Gtovernment of India have recently
thrown the portals of their record rooms wide open
to all seekers of knowledge. The Provincial Govern-
ments are sure to [ollow ihe example of the
Centre sooner or later. Our scholars must now
exploit this unique opporlunity to the best of their
abilities. TLet them come to this vast storehouse
of lmowledge with a co-ordinated scheme so that a
minute of their time, an ounce of their energy, a pie
of their money may not be wasted through unnvees-
sary reduplication of labour. Lel me assure you
thai there is ample work for cach and every one of
us in these unexplored mines.

If our study is fo be exhaustive and thorough,
it will not do to confine our atlention to the state
archives alone. Equally voluminous records may
be awaiting the scholar’s gerutiny in private custody
all over the country. The old records lying uncared
for in the Zemindar's Kachhari, in the ancient
temples and monasteries, in the family mansions of
the rich, the grocer’s ledgers, the banker's accounts,
the Dhobi’s bill, the farmer’s wages roll, the house-
wife’s bazar chits must all be laid under contribu-
tion and every place from the prince's palace to the
peasant’s hut must be scoured for them, A con-



THE MODERN AGE IN INDIA 219

cerled survey must be organised in every province,
in every district to bring these valuable private
records to light, 'We can do nothing beiter than to
omulute the example of a noble son of the Punjab.
Born in the land of the five rivers Dr. Balakrishna
transferred his splicre of aclivities o [ar off Maha-
raghira, Ho storted his work in the British archives
but luter turned his otfention to ihe indigenous
records in private custody, His was nol a solitary
quesb, lor i Maharashira many sincere scholars
have devoled their lives to this noble work. Our Muse
is an cxacting mistress; she demands undivided
devotion and the frail physique of Dr. Balakrishna
could not bear the strain. He died in harness. Two
years back Le presided over this section at Allahabad
and his voice must be still ringing in your ears. Last
yeur he sent a resolution to the Indian Historical
Reecords Commission calling upon the Government
of India to secure transcripts of all contemporary
records relating to thig country now preserved in
lands beyond the seas. He passed away belore his
migsion wag [ulfilled. It is for us who survive to
take up his unfinished work. May his tired soul
find peace and consolation in the assurance that his
colleagues will do what he left undone, his friends
will complete what he left unfinished and his
countrymen will achieve his cherished hopes and
devout desires.

The history of modern India has yet to be
written. To oulsiders India is a land of complexi-
ties and contradictions. Her culture has never been
exclusive, her civilisation hag never been aggressive,
her conservatism has always been tempered with a
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toleration all her own. Reverence for the old has
never degenerated here to aversion of the new.
Asgsimilation and nof annihilation has been her racial
policy. Tiis for the Mnfure historian to say whether
India hag been irne to herself in the commercial
clashes and racial conflicts of the last two centuries.
It will be our task to bring together and preserve Jor
the future generations their rightiul herilage, the
raw materials of modern Indian history. It will be
our duty o rescue [rom decay and dissolution those
indigenous records on which modern Indian history
must be based. It will be our care to rouse the
publie conscience and to persuade the custodians of
the public purse to do their duty by the archives
in India, public and private.
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