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INTRODUCTION.

N September 1821, the Governor General
of India, the Marquis of Hastings, deputed
Doctor John Crawfurd of the Medical Service
on a mission to the Courts of Siam and
Cochin China with a view of esiablishing
commercial relations.

Doctor Crawfurd wrote an account of this
mission under the litle of:

Journal of an Embassy

from the

Governor General of India
to the

Courts of Siam and Cochin China
exhibiting a view
of the

Actual State of those Kingdoms
by
JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq.; FRS. FLS, FGS. elc.
late Envoy.

LONDON
HENEY COLBURN.—Nrw Bunuxerox Stnrer,

1828.
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The reception the Envoy found in Siam
was all he could desire under the circumstan-
ces then prevailing. An official intercourse
with foreign Powers was perhaps not exactly
desired by the Siamese Government A
mission, it is true, had been sent a few years
previously from Macao, and the Porluguese
Consulate had been established in Bangkok.
From the Dutch East Indies a mission had
likewise been sent, whilst the United States
had sent their merchant ships with a view of
establishing trade, and just before Crawfurd
arrived, the newly established Singapore Set-
tlement had sent John Morgan, a merchant,
* on an unofficial mission which, however, led

to no result.

The book which Crawfurd wrote about his
mission gives a very full account of Siam, as
it was known to him, at the end of the Reign
of Phra Buddha Lotla. It cannot, however, be
denied that there are many obvious omissions
and reticences in his book, and, as he implies
in many places himself, his mission was to a
certain extent a failure as he did nol succeed
in attaining the objects for which the mission
was senl.

One of the chief objects of his mission
was to induce the Government to reduce the
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measurement duty on ships. But in this, he
could not succeed as the Government consi-
dered a reduction of the duly very inopporiune.
During the time the discussions were carried
on, Crawfurd went aboul surveying the country
without having previously received permission
to do so, and the language said to have been
used by him on these occasions and the
threats which he was said to have ultered
were reported to Government, which was of
opinion that Crawfurd had exceeded in every
respect the instructions given to him.

No formal treaty was thus made. The
relations, however, greally improved after
Crawlurd had occupied the position of Gover-
nor of Singapore, and a lively correspondence
took place between him and the Minister of
Foreign Affairs in Bangkok.

The National Library was allowed (o take
a copy of all papers in the archives of the
India Office having reference to Crawfurd's
Mission, and for that great courtesy the Library
desires to express ils warm thanks,

These papers are now published for the
first time, and they explain the causes ol
the various misunderstandings which arose
between the Gm-crnpem and the Envoy.
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To these Papers are added the Papers
with reference o the Storm Episode. The
episode itself, though of no political conse-
quence, is certainly not void of interest as it
throws light on the customs and manners
prevailing at that time.

The thanks of the Library are also due
lo Miss Anstey, Record Department, India
Office, for supervising the copying of the
Papers.

Vajiranana National Library,

April, 1915.
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Benonl Letters
Beceived, vol.
55,

Political Department.

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com-
pany of Merchants of England trading to
the East Indies.

Honorable Sirs,

We avail ourselves of the earliest oppor-
tunity to report to your Honorable Court, our
adoption of an experimental measure, which in
the present depressed state of commeree hoth
in England and this country appeared to us to
be well deserving the trial, and likely in its
result to be productive of great national benefit
by opening a new and extensive field for
British traffic. We allude to a mission to the
Kingdoms of Siam and Cochin-China for the
purpose of cultivating a friendly connection
and negociating and establishing an improved
commereial intercourse with those conntries—
a measure which we trust will be honoured
with the sanction and approbation of vour
Honorable Court as worthy the greatness and
liberality of the Honorable Company and as
affording to the nation at large the strongest
proof of vour cordial disposition to cooperate
with alacrity and zeal in forwarding the sue-
cess of any enterprize in this quarter of the
globe which may afford a well gronnded hope
of relieving the general distress of the manu-
facturing community at home. The ohject in
truth is the promotion of the welfare and in-
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terests of the British Empire at large as well
as to extend the commercial relations of vour
Indian Possessions.

2. Your Honorable Court is fully aware
that even in the earlier and ruder period of the
l'l.'.l]'ll.ll]i.'l'l’lil] itltl‘t‘t.‘uil!'ﬁ{' llf Ell]'leH’,‘ﬂll Illl.l'illll."i-
with India, the trade of Siam and Cochin-China
formed an important and valuable branch of it.
It conld not therefore he matter of doubt that
in the improved state of modern navigation
and the superior intellizence and active spirit
of adventure which characterize the British
Merchants of the present day, every facility
and encouragement which could be afforded to
the revival of a trade with those countries,
would be eagerly contributed.  As those king-
doms contain a population of at least 30 mil-
lions and possess a soil equal in fertility to
that of any portion of the globe, the establish-
ment of commercial relations with them would
open a vast field for the improved energies
alluded to, and would be attended with in-
comparably more extensive henefit than in
former times. Those benefits will he largely
partaken by the possessions of the Honorable
Company with which a commercial intercourse
of considerable and encreasing value and im-
portance cannot fail to result from an opening
of the general trade with the countries
in question.  The Honorable Company has
therefore a direct interest in the success of the
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measures in our contemplation, withont which
however solicitons we might be for the im-
provement of the commercial  resources of* the
Empire at large, we should not have felt our-
selves altogether justified in undertaking the
mission at the sole expense of the Honorable
Company, without the previous authority of
your Honorable Court,

3. From the most respectable sources of
information we are warranted in stating, that
Siam, besides minor commodities, may be ex-
pected to afford in such an intercourse, valu-
able returns of sugar and pepper for Europe
and Western Asia, salt for the Indian Islands
and teak at a cheap rate, as well as in ab-
undanee, for the supply of the British Settle-
ments ; while Cochin-China will furnish as
staple articles of exportation, raw silk for
Europe, and pepper and sugar for both the
European and Indian markets, It is known
also, that Cochin-China produced to the earlier
European traders the largest supply of raw
silk of any country in Asia, and should it prove
equally abundant in that article at present, the
British manufacturer, under any favorable al-
teration in the impost on raw material, such
as we believe is now contemplated by the
Legislature, would be enabled succesfully to
contend with the continental trade, and our
silk manufactures would be placed in point of
extent and prosperity on a scale with our cotton.
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4. With respect to the export of British
manufactures to Siam and Cochin-China, if we
may judge from the success with which they
have recently been introduced into Hindoostan,
the Indian Islands, and even China, there is
every probability that the demand will be con-
siderable. The inhabitants of those regions of
Asia are not understood to be, themselves, a
manufacturing people in the most limited ac-
ceptation of the term, and they have in all
times gladly received the imperfect and high
priced fabrics of Hindostan and China.

5. If we suceeed in removing the ground-
less fears and jealousies hitherto believed to
be entertained by the Siamese and Cochin
Chinese Governments with regard to an inter-
course with Europeans, and in establishing a
general freedom of trathie, an extensive demand
may be expected for woollens, cotton goods,
raw and wrought iron, Bengal opium  and
various other articles of minor note. The
trade with Siam is chiefly conducted at present
by the Chinese settled in that country, who
bring its produce to the Furopean ports in the
Straits of Malacea, and receive European and
Indian goods in return ; while Chinese junks
and a few colonial Portuguese ships from
Macao conduct the traffic between the ter-
ritories of the King of Cochin-China and
China ; but by laying the trade with those
countries directly open to the activity of Eure-
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pean enterprize, an extension of commerce
would follow which it would be vain to
expect from the feeble, unskilful and in-
direct efforts of native speculation. Under
all the imperfections of the existing system
of intercourse with Siam, a trade of no
inconsiderable amount is carried on be-
tween that country and the settlement of
Prince of Wales's Island and your Honorable
Court will have perceived in the correspon-
dence of the Government of that Presidency
an anxious solicitude and an apparently well
grounded hope for an extension of that com-
merce throngh the means of more intimate
relations between the two Governments.

6. We do not anticipate anv obstacles
of a serious nature to the opening a general
trade with Siam. American and DBritish coun-
try ships have within the last five years visited
it, in considerable numbers, The principal oh-
jeet which, we conceive, the deputation of a
friendly mission from this Government might
effect, was to place the intercourse on a defined
and permanent footing, so as to expose the
British traders to the least possible vexation
and to hold out to the Sovercign of the
conntry the prospect of obtaining such an in-
crease of Revenue as would make it his in-
terest to afford his protection to the foreign
merchant. . This. it appeared to ns, wounld be best
effected by establishing some sunmary mode of
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levying the import duty as is practised by the
Chinese, by which the impost becomes com-
paratively light, while the inquisition of the
native officer into the particulars of the cargoes
imported and all the chicanery to which it is
liable are entirely avoided,

- - L] Ll
[Paras. 7 to 9 refer to Cochin-China. ]

10. It appearad to us, after a mature con-
sideration of the subject, that a Mission from
the Governor General, as the supreme British
authority in India, to the Kings of Siam
and Cochin-China, would, if conducted with
moderation, afford a fair promise of success
in realizing the important objects which we
had in view as above detailed. We were
decidedly of opinion, that the most prudent
and politic course would be to confine the
object of the proposed mission to the revival
merely of a commercial intercourse on an im-
proved basis by more accurately defining the
principles on which the trade should bhe con-
dueted, and by avoiding all negociation for any
territorial cession. Any attempt to establish
a factory on a permanent footing in the coun-
try, we were satisfied would only tend to rouse
the jealousy of those States, and thus to defeat
the very object we were anxious to obtain,

11. In the selection of the Agent to
whom we determined to confide the charge of



this Mission, we confidently an.cipate the ap-
probation of your Honorable Court. The for-
mer employment of Dr. Crawfurd, of your
Bengal Medical Establishment, in a diplomatic
capacity in Java, his intimate acquaintance
with (he manners, customs and commerce of
the various nations of the Eastern Archipelago,
and the high reputation for ability, judgment
and discretion, which he had so deservedly
acquired, pointed him out to usygs a person
eminently qualified for the successful conduct
of this delicate and important duty. We un-
derstood indeed, that he had directed his parti-
cular attention to the trade with Siam and
Cochin-China, and he was thus prepared for the
task by the full and accurate knowledge he had
previously acquired with regard to every thing
connected with the former and present political
and commercial history of those countries,

12, We will not trespass on the time of
vour Honorable Court with a detail of the
instructions we have furnished Mr. Crawfurd
for his guidance, founded on the principles
to which we have already adverted in a preced-
ing paragraph. We conceive it will be more
satisfactory to your Honorable Court, to peruse
the letter of instructions itself, which comprizes
every object to which we deemed it of import-
ance to direct Mr. Crawfurd's attention, includ-
ing the eventual negotiation of some points
that had recently occupied the deliberations of
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the Covernment of Penang, and been the sith-
ject of correspondence between that Govern-
ment and ourselves.

13. It will be necessary however briefly
to advect to the scale on which we have
deemed it proper to equip the Mission, and we
mdulge a confident persuasion that your Hon-
orable Court will be satisfied, that while we
kave paid every proper regard for the charac-
ter of the Government which our  Agent is
deputed to represent, we have duly attended to
the necessity of exhibiting an imposing ap-
pearance among a people who attach so much
importance to external pomp and show, the
utmost practicable eare has been observed to
confire the expense of the Mission within the
most moderate limits, compatible with the
suceessiul execution of the objects in view,
On a comparison indeed with the outfit of
former missions to the Eastward, such as those
to. Ava for example, it will appear that the
scale of allowances and establishments has
been considerably reduced, while in point of
efficiency the present Mission cannnot be con-
sidercd in auy respect inferior.

L

14. Besides the Agent, we have ap-
pointed an assistant who is a practised and
skilful surveyor, und to whom we have given
provisional authority to perform the functions
of Envoy in the event of the possible indispo-



9

sition or demise of Mr. Crawfurd, and in the
nomination of a medical officer, we have se-
lected a gentleman, who by previous habits and
study is well qualified to perform the duties
of a naturalist.

15. With respect to the latter duty we
conceived that such a favorable opportunity of
prosecuting scientific research in countries so
deeply interesting and so imperfeetly known,
onght not to be lost, and we did not hesitate
to make the appointment in the confident hope,
that your Honorable Court would not disap-
prove of our seizing an oceasion to extend the
hounds of science and natural history which
must redound to the honor and reputation of
your Indian Government.

16. The operations of a Surveyvor, we
were aware, conld not be conducted with the
same freedom and satisfaction as those of the
naturalist : but it is to be hoped that in the
progress of the Mission some favorable op-
portunities will offer, and it would have been
matter of regret if no scientific gentleman had
been present to avail himself of them. We
rely with confidence on the discretion of the
Envoy for avoiding any oceasion of offence or
jealousy to the Sovereign or people of the
countries to which he is to proceed, which
might be created by an incautious attempt to
undertake survey operations.
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17. We have fixed a personal allowance
of 1,500 rupees for Doctor Crawfurd, and have
assigned a civil allowance of 600 rupees for
Captain Dangerfield, the assistant and surveyor,
and 680 rupees for . Finlayson, being the
scale of allowance usually granted to an  Assis-
tant survevor attached to a Residency. The
former gentleman is an officer on the Military
Establishment of the Presidency of Bombay,
and the latter belongs to His Majesty's Sth
Regiment of Dragoons, With regard to both
of these gentlemen we have deemed it equit-
able to permit them to hold their civil allow-
ances without being subjected to any retrench-
ment from their military pav and allowanees.

18. We have also attached an escort of
thirty Mussulmaun Sepovs under the command
of an Ensign, and we have authorized Mr.
Crawfuri to entertain a moderate establishment
of writers and interpreters which it is cal-
culated will not exeeed & monthly expense of
350 rupees. We have also permitted My
Finlayson to employ a young lad from the
General Hospital at a small salary of 40 rupees
per mensem to assist him in dissections and
other operations connected with his pursuits
as naturalist, and to entertain a carpenter and
a few labourers for the same purposes.

19. A suitable vessel, completely equipp-
ed in every respect, has been taken up for the

N
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accommodation of the Mission at a monthly
expense of 4,000 Rupees, and we have autho-
rized Doctor Crawfurd to draw a consolidated
monthly allowance of 2,000 Rupees per men-
sem on aceount of State servants and equipage,
table expenses and every other charge attend-
ing the Mission, an arrangement which we
consider as much more eligible and involving
much less actual cost to Government than the
plan of allowing the Envoy to charge his ex-
penses, as practised on former occasions.

20. We have furnished Mr. Crawfurd
with letters to the Kings of Siam and Cochin-
China and authorized the preparation of suit-
able presents, exclusive of fire arms, to an
extent of about 19,000 Rupees. With respect
to the fire arms, we understood that a present
of muskets would be peculiarly acceptable to
the Kings of Siam and Cochin-China, and we
accordingly directed 850 stand of arms to be
furnished from the arsenal for that purpose.

21, We have also sanctioned the pur-
chase of a transit instrument and a chrono-
meter for the use of the surveyor while em-
ployed on the Mission, and of a microscope
and a few trifling articles for the use of the
naturalist.

99, For the more ready reference of
your Honorable Court, we have the honor to
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transmit as numbers in the Packet, the principal
documents connected with the Mission, com-
prizing copies of our instructions to the Agent,
the letters to the Kings of Siam and Cochin-
China, the credentials to Mr. Crawfurd and
Captain Dangerfield, our letters to the Govern-
ment of Prince of Wales's Island and the
Resident of Singapore, and a list of the articles
purchased for presents. |

23. The Mission left the river on the
21st instant, and proceeds in the first instance
to Penang.

We have the honor to remain, with ‘the
greatest respect,
Honorable Sirs,
Your most faithful,
Humble Servants,
Hastings
J. Apam

Joax Fexpavr.
Fort William

2531 November 1821,

P.S.—Since the above letter was written.
we have received a dispatch from the Resident
at Singapore, a copy of which we have the
honor to enclose, as exhibiting a favorable
disposition on the part of the King of Siam

to encourage an intercourse with our Govern-

ment.
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To The Honorable the Court of Directors for
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com-
pany of Merchants of England Trading to
the East Indies,

Honorable Sirs,

We deem it our duty to transmit to your
Honorable Court copies of a correspondence
with the Government of Prince of Wales
Island relative to the invasion of the kingdom
of Kedah hy a Siamese force under the Rajal
of Ligore, and to the measures adopted by the
Honorable the Governor in Council of that
Islind in consequence of the Siamese having
made an incursion into the British territory
on the Coast, and even threatening Penang
itself.

2. In our instructions to the Agent de-
puted on a Mission to Siam which formed an
enclosure in our address to your Honorable

*See preceding latter Court of the 23rd November last,® your Hon-

Srowe ol 56,

orable Court will have observed that we had
directed the attention of Mr. Crawfurd to the
correspondence which passed between  this
Government and that of Prince of Wales's
Island, relative to the disputes that existed be-
tween Siam and its tributary States, and which,
in the instance of Kedah, have now led to the .
invasion and subjugation of that countey by
the Siamese arms.
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3. The deputation of a British Mission to
Siam at the present time may be considered
as extremely opportune, and we are indeed
inclined to believe that its actual arrival at
Prince of Wales's Island in prosecution of
its voyage to that capital, at the ecritical
period of the Rajah of Ligore's attack on
Kedah, will have a very powerful influence on
the proceedings of that Chief in the country in
(uestion.

4. From the documents transmitted by
the Government of Penang in their dispatch of

®8er Straits Settlethe 31st December last,® Your Honorable Court

menls, ol K.

will observe that Mr. Crawfurd has been
furnished with all the information necessary to
enable him to avail himself of anv favorable
opportunity of effecting the restoration of
the Rajah of Kedah, an object to which, with
advertence to the various inconveniences to be
apprehended from our being brought into im-
mediate contact with a Siamese authority in
Kedah, the government of Prince of Wales's
Island attach the greatest importance,

5. We trust the tenor of our instructions
to the Government of Prince of Wales's Island,
founded on our conviction of the soundness
of the views taken by that Government of the
expediency of maintaining, if practicable, the
interposition of a friendly Malay state hetween
us and the haughty and barbarous Government
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of Siam, will be approved by your Honorable
Court. In the present friendly disposition of
the King of Siam, which cannot fail to be
improved and confirmed by the Mission now
proceeding to the Court with valuahle presents,
and more especially the seasonable supply of
fire arms, we anticipate no difficulties in the
conclusion of a satisfactory adjustment of
the differences between His Majesty and the
Rajah of Kedah through our mediation, without
the hazard of our being involved in any embar-
rassing participation in the interests and con-
cerns of the latter State. The utmost extent
to which we can be pledged for the State of
Kedah, is the punctual transmission by that
Chief of the customary tokens of vassalage, or
a small pecuniary tribute in commutation of
them, and we possess the means of securing
the fulfilment of such an engagement by hold-
ing in our hands the annual quit-rent paid to
Kedah on account of Penang.

6. With regard to the various important
topies connected with the extension of our
political relations to the Eastward, to which
the Honorable the Governor of Prince of
Wales's Island has adverted in his Minute
accompanying the dispatch of the 31st ultimo,
we propose to state in rveply that the general
question of our policy to the Eastward having
been fully submitted in a letter from the
GGovernment of Penang to your Honorable
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* Gpied from — Court, under date the 17th Oetober 1818,* all

Struits Settlements

vol, 158,

uegotiations with the Native Chiefs in that
quarter for cessions of territory or the forma-
tion of new Establishments on the Malay Coast,
such as those enumerated by Mr. Phillips,
would in our opinion be expediently suspended,
until the receipt of your Honorable Court's
orde.s in reply to the dispateh above men-
tioned.

7. Before we conclude this dispatch, we
beg leave to solicit the attention of your
Honorable Court to the satisfactory informa-
tion stated in the 29th and 30th paragraphs
of Mr. Phillips's Minute, relative to the friend-
ly disposition of the Court of Siam as mani-
fested towards the private Agent deputed to
that Capital in the beginning of last year,
when it appeared he met with a very cordial
reception at Bangkok, and that the Ministers
there seemed anxious to cultivate a more
intimate intercourse with the British Govern-
ment.  Your Honorable Court will observe
that the commerce of that place is said to be
on a very extensive scale; that the American
trade is increasing rapidly, and that the Go-
vernment of the United States had lately
opened a communication with Siam and con-
templated fixing a Consul there in the course
of the present year. By the statements an-
nexed to Mr. Phillips's Minute, of the trade
that is conducted between Siam and Prince of
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Walés's Island, your Honorable Court will
also observe that the imports and exports
amounted for the last official year to 4 Lacks
of Rupees, and that on the articles of British
woollen, cotton and cutlery, the exports might
be beneficially extended, while the importation
perhaps of grain, as well as sugars, golddust
and the various useful and dyeing woods
fit for the Europe market, might be much
encreased.

8. Having within these few days received
a report from Mr. Crawfurd of his arrival at
Prince of Wales's Island, and of the satis-
factory communication which had been made
to him by the Rajah of Ligore, we have the
lonor to transmit a copy of it for the informa-
tion of your Honorable Court.

We have, &e.
Hasmixes,
Jas. BSTUART,

.]-.-us FexpALL.
Fort William
2ith January 1822,

[ Endorsed ]
26 January 1822
Fort William
Poll. “I_-];t.
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Letter from His Excellency the Goy-
ernor General in Council dated the
26th January 1822,

(8 enclosures)
No. 1
Read in Court
24 July 1822.

Reed.
Per Fairlie
23d July 1822,
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FORT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823.

To G. Swixtox Esqre.

Seeretary to the Government.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of the 31st of January ®
directing enquiry to be made respecting certain
Swedish Iron shipped on board the John Adam
at Caleutta, for which the owners claimed a
drawback from the Government. I have the
honor to state for the information of the Most
Noble the Governor General that every cir-
cnmstance connected with the iron in question,
from its shipment at Calcutta until its being
landed at Singapore, were utterly unknown to
me. Having made application to the Com-
mander of the Ship for such explanation as it
was in his power to give I now beg leave to
submit his answer, with the letter which I
addressed to him.

I have &e.

(8d.) J. Crawrurp,
Agent to the Governor
General.

Bang Kok
as5th June 1822.
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FORT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823,

To Captain MacDoxxeLL
Commanding the Honorable Company's
Hired Ship John Adam.

Sir,

I have been requested by the Agent to
the Governor General to transmit to you copy
of a letter from the Secretary to the Govern-
ment respecting a certain quantity of Swedish
iron, shipped on board the John Adam as
ballast, and request you will supply such in-
formation respecting the iron in question as
you may be in possession of.

The Agent to the Governor General re-
quests me to call your particular attention to
the 18th paragraph of the Charter Party, and
to the letters addressed to you on the 2th,
20th and 30th* April.

I have &ca.
(8d). T. DaxcerrreLy,
Captain—Assistant.

Bang Kok
28th June 1822,
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FORT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823

To Captn. DaNGERFIELD
&ea. &ea. &ea.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of this day’s date with its
enclosure, in reply to which I beg leave to
state that the iron alluded to was shipped on
board as ballast as kentledge could not be pro-
cured at Calentta. From the information that
I received at Singapore relative to the shallow-
ness of the bar at Siam, I was induced to land
the iron at that port, and supply its place with
stone ballast, judging that I should be obliged
to lighten the ship considerably before I could
succeed in crossing the bar, which has been the
case, and stones were much better than bars
of iron for the purpose, being cheaper and
more easily thrown overboard.

I have &ca.
I:"\d} Tuos, McDoxseLL.

Ship John Adam
Bangkok 28th June 1822,
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Factory Becords,  FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 Nov,, 1822,
Srmmite Bertlamints, =¥l <
vol. §7, p. 200, =

Apent to the
Guovernor Cefernl

ar Siam

AGENT to the

GoverNor (GENERAL at S1AM.

To W. A. CrusLey Esquire.

Secretary to the Government.

Sir,

I have the honor herewith to transmit for
the information of the Honorable the Governor
and Council copy of a dispatch which I have
addressed to His Excellency the Most Noble the
(Governor General on the subject of my instrue-
tions, which more particularly regards the
interest of Prince of Wales Island. On my
arrival at Penang I shall have the honor of
laying before the Honble. the Governor and
Couneil every description of information con-
nected with the other objects of my Mission.

I have &c.

(Signed) J. Crawrurp
A G, G.
Bang Kok
July 1822,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 Nov., 1822,

(Copy )

To Groncr Swintos Esquire

Secretary to the Government.
Sir,

The negociations with the Court of Siam
having terminated, I proceed to lay before the
Most Noble the Governor General in Council,
a detail of my proceedings as far as the
iminediate relations of the (Government of
Prince of Wales Island, with the Kingdom of
Siam and with its tributary states are con-
cerned, this being the matter arising out of my
instructions, which most urgently calls for an

early communication.

It is necessary that 1 should begin by
premising that the British Mission to Siam has
had to negociate with a people of great singu-
larity of character whose principles of action
will not easily be appreciated from what the
British power in India has experienced in the
history of its connexion with other Asiatic
Nations. The character of the Government
of Simmn was discovered in the very earliest
periods of our intercourse with it to he un-
usually sordid, insincere and rapacious, and
our more mature experience shewed ns that
one of the finest and most favored Countries
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of the world was oppressed by one of the most
mischievous forms of Government, To a
character of venality and corruption, we found
superadded a remarkable degree of national
vanity yet with an extraordinary jealousy and
distrust of all strangers, and especially of
Europeans. We saw indeed that an inter-
course with the latter was courted, but merely
as affording an object of extortion to those in
power, for whether with regard to foreigners or
to the people, a more reckless undisguised
disregard for equity and the public interests
cannot well be conceived.

With a Government thus at once vain,
jealous, insincere and corrupt it was no easy
matter with a due regard to the national honor
to conduct a negociation at all, and to bring
it to precise and satisfactory results, as might
have been looked for with a people of a less
harbarous and more manly character, was
found in the sequel impracticable,

I had my first conference with the officers
of the Siamese Court on the subject of the
Quedah question on the 21st of May, having
delayed introducing it until this late period in
obedience to my instructions, which directed
that this subject might not be mixed with that,
which was the primary ohject of the Mission.
The principal Siamese negociator was the Prah
Klang, or minister who is at once charged
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with the affairs of strangers and with com-
mercial affairs which are supposed to have
an immediate relation to each other. This
chief whose name is Suriwung Kosa, is & man
of considerable parts, but of very little sin-
cerity, and extremely rapacious, other persons
of inferior rank were joined with him. The
Siamese negociators communicated with me at
this conference on the subject of the invasion
of Queda, and the flight of the King to Prince
of Wales Island, with a good deal more frank-
ness than I had reason to expect. 1 opened
the subject by admitting at once the depen-
dence of Queda on Siam stating that this
point had been fully enquired into by the
Most Noble the Governor General of India,
and been conceded without hesitation. With
respect to the Rajah of Quedsh personally,
liowever, 1 observed that he was an old friend
#f the English Nation, and that compassion for
his misfortunes had induced us to afford him
an asylum. We had not, I continued, enquired
into the merits or demerits of his conduet but
according to our custom had afforded protection
to an unfortunate Prince, and a friend who had
come amongst us. I added that the King of
(QQueda or any other Prince in the same situa-
was at all times at perfect liberty to go where
he pleased but we considered it a point of
honor not to surrenler him under any circum-
stances whatever, The sentiments expressed
with considerable warmth, and directly through
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my own interpreters, seemed to give no um-
brage. On the contrary, the Prah Klang ob-
served, although 1 believe with little sincerity,
that the principle adopted by the British Gov-
ernment was a liberal and generous one, and
could not but be approved of.

The Siamese negociators now stated that
all [that] was known at the Court on the subject
of the invasion of Queda was, that a quarrel
took place between the Governor of Ligor and
the King of Queda, and that the latter, aban-
doning his Kingdom, had fled for refuge to
Penang, a foreign Country. One side of the
question, they said only had heen heard, and
not much of that. The Governor of Ligor had
sent three or four letters to the Court, charging
the King of Queda with being refractory and
disobedient, but the latter had not said one word
in his own justification. The affair, they said,
was still in a state of abeyance, and the Minis-
ters had not as yet even laid it in a formal
manner before the King. 1 begwed to know
what the offences were with which the Rajah of
Queda was charged by the Governor of Ligor.
The negociators replied that the latter was
directed to invade the Burman territories, had
prepared an Army for that purpose, and having
mude the eustomary demands upon the King
[of] Queda for provisions and other supplies,
the latter, in defisnce of his allegiance, had re-
fused to furnish them. Upon this act of dis-
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obedience the Governor of Ligor marched down
to Queda to enforce his demand. At this place
a quarrel ensued between the Siamese and Ma-
lays, some blood was shed, and the Rajah of
(Queda suddenly took to flight and concealed
himself in Penang., After hearing this state-
ment [ informed the negociators that the
whale of the correspondence and papers as
E:I.l' as our {:Uvﬂr]““ﬂ“; wWias {‘.lfll'li‘_'l.'r'll{"‘l'i were i]l-
my possession, and that I was therefore able to
afford them a satisfactory eclucidation of se-
veral of the points to which they had now
allnded. 1 noticed that Queds was a poor
and inconsiderable country, and could not bear
the frequent exactions of the Governor of
Ligor, who was in the practice of making
many demands, which counld not he authorized
by his sovereign, the King of Siam, and that
by these means, he constantly harassed the
people and Prince of Queda, who had no
means of redress. | added that the Rajah of
(Queds, though dutifully obedient to his liege
the King of Siam, could not but consider the
Governor of Ligor as his personal enemy.
The Prah-Klang observed that both the Prince
Kromchiat (the King's eldest son and head
of the foreign and Commercial departments)
and he himself were particularly well-disposed
to favor the cause of the King of Queda,
and that if he would repair ‘to the capital,
and submit his cause to the justice of the
Siamese Court, he should have no reasom
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to complain. The negociators now pointedly
complained that the King of Queda had made
Penang the place of his retreat, instead of
coming directly to the capital and making his
complaint to the King in person. 1 answered
that this resource was totally ont of his power,
for that his own life was in immediate danger
and in a moment of emergency be had there-
fore sought safety where he eould most easily
find it. The negociators observed, that the King
of Queda had run away without telling why he
had done so, or affording any explanation what-
ever of his conduct. [ replied that there was no
time for explanation or remonstrance, for that
the Raja of Ligor had commenced by killing
two of his principal officers and by patting
others in chains, and as to the Rajah himself
he had threatened his life, proceeded to depose
him of his hereditary title and the dignity
conferred upon him by the Court of Sinm,
without waiting for the sanction of his Sovar-
eign. The negociators requested to know what
I meant by the Governor of Ligor's having
threatened the life of the King of Queda. I
mformed them that the Governor of Ligor in
one of his letters to the Governor of Prince of
Wales Island had demanded the person of the
King of Queda, dead or alive, and used in that
document threatening and unbecoming lang-
unge. 1 observed that the British Govern-
ment had, with much forbearance, passed this
over, but dwelt much upon the injury which
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might be done to the friendship between the
two Nations if a subordinate officer of the
Siamese Government were permitted upon his
own authority to pursue a conduct so intem-
perate as that of which I complained.

I now stated that as our territory and
settlement of Prince of Wales Island were in
the immediate vicinity of the Queda State, we
could not be indifferent to what was passing
there, for when that principality was in a state
of anarchy and confusion as on the present
oceasion, in consequence of the Siamese inva-
sion, our territories necessarily suffered severe-
ly from an interrnption of industry and regular
communication which deprived us of the habi-
tual supplies for which we depended upon the
territory of Queda. [ said therefore, that upon
this account, as well as the King's being an
old friend, we should be happy to see him re-
stored, considering this as the surest means of
giving tranquillity to the Country. I here sug-
gested, that in the event of the Malay Prince
being restored, the faivest means of preventing
all future altercation between the Chief of
Ligor and the Malay Prince, would he that
the Siamese Government should afford the
latter an exact specification of its annual de-
mands upon the state of Queda, and that the
British Government, if any doubt were enter-
tained of the punctuality of the Malay Prince,
should engnge to make good the stipnlated
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contingent to a day. As a practical proof of
the sincerity of this proposal, I made an offer
of paying down immediately upon my own
authority, any arrears that might be due by
the Rajah of Quedah, if it were thought pro-
per to restore him to his throne without fur-
ther investigation. No reply whatever was
made to this important proposition. Consider-
ing indeed the pride of the Siamese Court, and
the prosperous condition of its affairs at present,
l have great doubts whether any proposals of
ours however moderate or equitable which may
appear to encroach upon its rights of sover-
eignty, or to fetter the exercise of a despotic and
unlimited power over its tributary states will
be listened to, under any circumstances,

In answer to that part of the Siamese
negociators’ charge, that the King of Queda
had offered no defence, I told them that I
was in possession of a letter from that Prince
to one of the Siamese Ministers begging the
mterposition of His Majesty the King of Siam
in his behalf, and asking forgiveness for any
offence which through inadvertency he may
have committed. This letter, after some he-
sitation they agreed to receive, and it was .
transmitted after my return from the con-
ference.

On the 25 May the conferences respecting
the Queda affair were renewed. The Minister
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Suri-wung Kosa began by informing me, that
in consequence of what I had stated at our
last interview, the Rajah of Ligor had been
ordered to Court to render an account of
his proceedings in the affair of Queda. He
added however that he had but yesterday ve-
ceived a letter from that chief in which [it]
was stated that the country of Queda was
everywhere in a state of tranquillity, and that
an amicable intercourse subsisted between him”
self and the Government of Penang. He
offered to send me a Copy of this document
if T wished for it, and did so a few days there-
after. A translation of it is appended to this
dispatch.®* The minister remarked that the
Rajah of Ligor and the Rajah [of ] Queda were
hoth equally Slaves to the King of Siam, and
that if a dispute arose between them, they were
bound to repair to the eapital, and there have -
their respective pretensions examined. He add-
ed the following expression, “the King of Queda

44s not a Child, he knows the customs of

& the Country, and if he wishes to be restored to
“his Kingdom he will repair to the presence.”
To this 1 replied, that if the King of Queda
thonghit proper to come to the Court the British
Government would not only not interrupt him,
but even assist him in the journey; hut that, if.
on the other hand he did not think proper to
come of his own accord no power should
certainly remove him from Prince of Wales
Island. The negociators then asked whether
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if a letter were written to the Governor Gener-
al of India requesting him to send the King of
Cueda up to Siam willing or unwilling it would
be complied with. I answered that it most cer-
tainly would not, and I further recommended
that such a letter should not be written, be-
cause the Governor General might justly con-
strie it into a reflection upon his known honor
and humanity.

I now begged leave to express it as my
own opinion, that it was not verv likely the
King of Queda would come up to Siam, because
being a different religion and different nation
from those in authority, it was highly probable
he would feel apprehensive of the influence
of the Governor of Ligor at the Capital, this
officer being of higher rank than himself, a
Siamese by birth, and related to persons of the
highest rank about the Court. Of this Chief's
forbearance, I remarked, that the King of
Queda, from what had already transpired, conld
have nothing to hope. In relation to this point
I now produced an extract of the original
Malay letter of the Governor of Ligor, in which
that chief had required the person of the Rajah
of Queda dead or alive, from the Governor of
Penang, and threatened this island with inva-
sion if this demand were not complied with. A
written translation of this paper had been made
into Siamese from the Malay in with it was
originally written, and was now explained
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passage by passage to the Siamese negociators.
Whethar they had before seen it or not I do
not know, but they now seemed surprized at
the intemperance of the language made use
[of], and demanded to know if I had the
original letter in my possession. I explained
that I had not, as it was not customary to re-
move such documents from the records of
Govérnment, but that I had an authenticated
copy in my possession which 1 should be ready
te produce if it were required. I thought it
necessary to remark with regard to the in-
temperate language of the Rajah of Ligor, that
the British authority in India was not aceustom-
e to receive sach letters, but that the Governor
General of India and the Governor of Penang
had been pleased to overlook this indiscretion
on the part of the Chief of Ligor in their great
desire for the friendship of His Majesty the
King of Siam, and firmly believing that the
offensive letter was the sole and unanthorized
act of the Governor of Ligor himself. The
Siamese Chiefs seemed evidently anxious to
find some apology for the intemperate language
made use of by the Governor of Ligor, and
would have me to think that as far as we were
concerncd at least that the words made nse of
might be explained by the wide difference which
exists between our manners and customs. |
found myself obliged to interrupt this explan-
ation by informing them in a more decided
tone than I had yvet taken, that no difference
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of language or manners could authorize the
holding out of an unequivoeal threat in what-
ever terms conveyed.

As the great object imposed upon me, in
the instructions I received from the Govern-
ment of Penang, was the removal of the Chief
of Ligor and the Siamese from Queda, and the
restoration of the Malay Government, 1 now
again dwelt at considerable length upon the
risk and inconvenience which must be incurred
by the Siamese Chiefs continuing to occupy
the territory of Queda. With this view |
brought to the notice of the negociators, the
circnmstances connected with the invasion of
Prye, the flight of 4 or 5,000 of the native
inhabitants of Queda to Prince of Wales Is-
land, the proof which this afforded of the
anarchy which existed, and of the incon-
venience which resulted to our Settlement
from so great and sudden an accession of
new and needy inhabitants. When this last
circumstance was mentioned, the Chiefs asked
me if the Rajah of Queds had any jurisdie-
tion over the persons of those who took re-
fuge along with him in Penang, and whether
he could punish any of them on his own
authoritv., To this I answered that he had
not the slightest authority whatever in Penang,
hut that every one residing within this or nni-:
other portion of the British dominions, stran-
gers as well as natives, were under the pro-
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teetion of known and fixed laws and could not
arbitrarily be interfered with by any indivi-
dual, however high his rank. The Minister
Suriwnng-Kosa observed * this state of things
“pust be highly inconvenient to the King of
Queda.” This had evident reference to cer-
tain communications made to the Court in the

letter of the Rajah of Ligor already alluded to.

I ventured now to suggest to the negocia-
tors, that as there were many obstacles to an
examination of the question at issue betwyeen
the Rajah of Ligor and the King of Kedah at
Siam, an officer of superior rank to either party
might be deputed to the spot to examine into the
affair, a proceeding by which a transaction,
which was involved at present in many difficul-
ties might be brought to a prompt and easy
decision.  Suriwong-Kosa either misunder-
stood, or feigned to misunderstand  the nature
of the proposition, aud pointedly asked
me whether if two tributaries of the British
Government were to quarrel, and one of the
parties were to fly to a foreign power for pro-
tection, we should depute a commissioner into
the territory of such foreign power to investi-
gite the transaction. I explained that this was
not the proposal I had offered to their con-
siderntion, that I had stated the Commissioner
shonld proceed not to Prince of Wales Island,
but to Queda, which was in the Siamese ter-
ritories, and that therefore the two cases were
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not parallel. The minister replied that this
was not the custom of the Siamese, and that
the King always wished “to look into such
matters with his own eyes,” I ohserved upon
this, that notwithstanding His Majesty’s high
character, this mode of proceeding might be
found inadequate to the ends of justice and
even of good poliey as the evidences were all
at a distance, as the King of Queda would
most probably not appear, and as at all events
a great deal of valuable time would be wasted.
His answer to this was little more than a re-
petition of what he had said already, shewing
the determination which existed, if possible,
to have the Malay Prince brought up, at all
risks, to the capital. “The Rajah of (Queda
“is not a child, he knows the customs of the
*eonatry, and if he wishes to be restored, le
“must come into the presence, and submit his
*cause to the King.” He enforced this oh-
servation by adding: “If he will but comply
“ with the wishes of the Court in eoming up,
* the Prince Krom-Chiat and mvself who are
“well disposed towards him, will he answer-
“able for his personal safety.” Frem con-
fidential information which I had previously
received, T was fully aware that it was the
party of these very individuals that lad re-
commended the invasion of Queda and the
seizure of the King’s person, and this for an
accusation of treason for alleged assistance
given to the national enemy—the Burmans.
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I had no hesitation therefore in answering,
that 1 could aceept of no pledge whatever for
the King of Queda, as his husiness as far as
related to Siam was not an affair in which we
would interfere, but with our advice, and the
King of Queda must therefore be guided sole-
Iy by the dictates of his own jodgment. The
use made upon this oecasion of the letter trans-
mitted by the King of Queda at the sugges-
tion of the Supreme Government was extre-
mely illiberal. The minister observed to ms
in reference to it that the Rajah of Queda
had actually acknowledged his own offence in
the letter which had been forwarded through
me, and therefore why did he not come up at
once and receive his pardon ? I said, I was not
aware that the Rajah of Queda had acknow-
ledged any offence, and helieved that the ex-
pression he had made use of towards his
superior was but a complimentary one, which
simply expressed that if he were in fanlt he
entreated forgiveness.

Referring to the inconveniences which
might result from delay, and with a hope of
enforcing my argument in favor of the restora-
tion of the Malay Prince, I here brought to the
notice of the Siamese negociators, that the
Governor of Ligor sinee writing the offensive
letter of which I had complained. had address-
ed others to the Governor of Prinve of Wales
Island in a similar tone. and T repented that
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the public tranguillity might be endangered if
such a licence on the part of this officer were
persevered in.  In answer to this the minister
said that express orders should be sent to the
Chief of Ligor and all other Siamese Officers to
preserve the most guarded conduct with the
British anthorities, in their future Interconrse
with them. | here onee more protested against
any unforeseen accident which might result
fr”]]l t.lm IH"[':“"]‘“.I '."""'Illll.'r i?f '[hi_' {Ihil“f "f
Ligor, if we were compelled upon onr part to
take any decided steps in vindication of our
henor or character.

[ judged the present a proper oceasion to
come to an unequivocal explanation respecting
the paviment of the annual stipend of 10,000 Dol-
lars to the King of Queda, hoping that a know-
ledge of our deternrination upon this point might
be an additional argument to induece the Siamese
to withdraw from Queda. I brought it at once
therefore to the knowledge of the Siamese ne-
gociators, that the stipened in guestion was a
donation of the British Governinent to the Rajah
and his late father, and that being a payment
exclusively to his family, it would be appro-
priated for his support as long as he remained
under our protection, and regularly paid as
before on his restoration. I had anticipated
the probability that the mooting of this point
would bring on the question of our right of
sovereignty in Urince of Wales Island, and a
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demand upon the part of the Siamese for the
pavment of the annual stipend. but neither
question was agitated. The Siamese negocia-
tors, hy their silence at least, seemed to ae-
quiesee in our right of appropriating the stip-
end, and the frequent and distinet references
made to Prince of Wales Island throughout
the conferences as a British possession, left
no doubt whatever upon mv wmind, that the
Siamese looked apon onr right of Sovereignty
in Penang and the territory epposite to it.
as one not to be 4|I||_-.-it.ilmt-t]. The ri_-_l,‘h'[ of
the Malay Prince to alienate a portion of
his fief, heing once admitted by the Siamese
Court, and a total silence of 36 vears, must he
looked upon as a walid and substantial admis-
sion of it, the pavinent of the stipend which
depended upon this alienation could not with
anv shew of justice be elaimed hy the para-
mount after conguering the vassal state, |
am fully convineed, however, that it is not
upon any  ahstract principle of this nature,
that the Sinmese arve restrained from guestion-
ing our right of sovercignty in Prince of Wales
Island, or demanding the stipend which de-
pends upon our oceupying it, but from a real
and practical fear of aitating n point which
they are very well aware, they have not the
power to maintain,

Here the conferences ended, and consider-
ing the character of the Government, and the
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evident resolution- they bad formed on the
Queda question, I judged it prudent and strictly
conformable to my instructions to abstain from
urging the subject to greater length lest I
might run the risk of involving our Govern-
ment by a further agitation of it. The only
points which have been gained, but they are of
some value, are the virtual establishment of
our right of sovereignty in Prince of Wales
Island and its territory on the Peninsula, our
sequittal  from  the payment of the annual
stipend to the Siamese—the probability that the
impression made upon the minds of the Siamese
Court will exact from the Governor of Ligor a
more moderate and respectful demeanor with
the British authorities in his future intercourse
with them, but above all, an insight into the
real character of the Siamese Court and its
resources, All the points of inferior import-
ance referred to inthe Minute of the Honble.
the Governor of Prince of Wales Island,
furnished to me in the course of my communi-
cations while at that Settlement, it was soon
found it would be impolitic to agitate. For
this reason the subject of free and unrestricted
trade with the Siamese and Malay Ports and
rivers on the west side of the Peninsula was
abandoned as impracticable.  An insuperable
repugnance indeed was shewn throughout, on
the part of the Siamese Court, to enter into
any  written  engagements whatever,  Their
jealousy, it must be observed, is particularly
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directed to the subject of trade. Almost every
considerable article of the produce of the coun-
try suited to a foreign market, is in one shape
or another, made a subject of monoply by the
Crown, and therefore every attempt of stran-
gers to obtain a free trade, or to limit the
licence of arbitrary exaction on the part of the
Sovereign, is viewed by the Court with the
utmost jealousy and considered as an infringe-
ment of the King's prerogative, or an encroach-
ment upon the perquisites of his officers.

To have agitated the question of territorial
cpssion, if it had not been prohibited in the
Jast instructions of the Supreme Government,
wonld have been found still more impolitic.

In the possible event of the Siamese be-
coming onr immediate neighbours by annex-
ing Queda to the empire, and destroying the
established form of its Government, that coun-
try is necessarily placed under new regulations
with regard to our Government. With a view
to such a contingeney 1 shall with great re-
spect, submit to the Most Noble the Governor
General in Couneil, such reflections as have
peenrred to me upon the subject, after an
attentive observation of the character of the
Siamese Court, and a due attention to all the
cirenmstances which will arise out of this new
state of things. The existing treaty with the
State of Queda, formed with its Princes, with-
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out the participation or knowledge of the Court
of Siam, but sanctioned by an unguestioned
occupation of 36 vears, must be considered as
abrogated by the Siamese conguest, and the
British Government is at once exonerated from
the payment of the stipend. and as acquiring a
right of Sovercignty in Prince of Wales Island.
The poliey of forming a similar treaty with
Siam, even if it were practicable, appears to
me to bhe extremely qguestionable.  With a
view of explaining the natare of the opinions
which 1 have been led to entertain on this
subject, [ shall briefly run over the clanses of
the treaty itself. The first and second articles
of it, the one stipulating for our richt of Se-
vereignty, and the other for the pavment of
of the Stipend to the King of Queda, are the
only material ones and these in the event of
a permanent Siamese conjuest become unnee-
essary,  The articles providing in general terms
for a free supply of provisions, and the main-
tenanee of a friendly intercourse are probably
of small importance, because in this, as in
all similar cases, they must be understomd as
naturally avising out of the acknowledged
rights of international law between neighbone-
ing amd friendly nations, without the necessity
of conventional engagements.  Pennng depends
for its supply upon the State of Queda, and
Queda depends for the principsl branch of its
revenue upon affording Penang this supply, so
that whoever may be the ruler of Queda, he
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will alwavs find it his interest to maintain a
commercial and friendly intercourse with the
British Settlement.  An article of the treaty
provides for the mutoal surrender of slaves,
and ancther for that of debtors,  Even if these
stipulations be legal according to our law,
which | presume may be questioned, T venture
to submit whether they do not entail more in-
convenience than advantage upon our Govern-
ment by the responsibility and even odimn
which it incurs in surrendering persons who
muy be secking refuge amongst us upon the
simple assertion of an arbitrary and despotie
Government, which will often avail itself of
such stipulations as mere instruments of op-
pression.  One article of the treaty provides
for the exclusion of foreign Europeans, but
this, I have no seenple in saying, is altozether
superfluons under the Simmese Government, the
oppressive ‘character of which affords them no
encouragement whatever, and scarce the chance
of a bare subsistence.  Accordingly in Siam
‘itself, which possesses many aldvantares over
Queda, there is not a single individual of this

ill‘:%‘l."iilﬁllll.

Should the Siamsse unation hecome onr
neighbours, 1 may safely venture to assert
from what I have seen of it, that its power is
just as little dangerous as that of the Malays.
Their neighbourhood may even be attended
with some advantazes, which we counld not
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derive from the poverty of the latter, and
their still more barbarous and irregular form
of Government. The Siamese, by being
hrought into closer relations with us, will be-
come better acquainted with our character and
power—will be rendered more dependent upon
our friendship and good offices, and by being
finally brought to appreciate our forbearance
and moderation will learn to repose a more
implicit confidence in us than their jealousy
and ignorance will at present admit of. Such
a state of things will improve and tend’ to lay
open, the commercial resources which their
fertile and extensive territory is undoubtedly
capable of affording.

In the commencement of our political con-
nexion with the Siamese Government, a firm
tone and vigorous conduct will be indispensably
requisite. The Siamese are surrounded by
weak neighbours whom they have suhju,:mted
and to whom they dictate without resistance,
This and their great ignorance of all foreign
nations has rendered them, although essential-
ly weak and pusillanimous, vain and arrogant
to such an extreme as to fancy themst:h s
nothing less than the very first nation on the
globe.  These unfounded pretensions mislead
them so egregiously that it is scarcely safe
éven to attempt to concilate them, and thus the
most moderate policy on the part of other
nations will always be in danger of being
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construed by them into timidity and appre-
Lension for their own power. From my
personal experience of this singular and im-
practicable character, it is now my firm con-
viction, that had the ecireumstances of the
time warranted the Penang Government in
in promptly repelling even by a Military force
the threatened invasion of the island, the
partial invasion of the opposite coast, and the
threatening and arrogant language of the Gov-
ernor of Ligor—that the fears of the Siamese
Court would have induced it to have made
ample atonement—to have retraced its steps,
to have withdrawn its forces from Queda, and
even forborne in future from meddling in the
affairs of that State.

From our long ignoranee of the Siamese
nation, we have probably heen led to over rate
its power and strength. The possession of a
wide range of fertile territory affords indeed a
comparatively numerous population, and such
financial resources as enable the Siamese with-
out any military superiority, to hold in subjee-
tion their poor and thinly peopled tributary
states. Their own military character is extre.
mely low. The whole population of the country,
contrary to the practice of the western nations
of Asia, is nnarmed, and thus being totally
unused to every species of military exercise,
and cowed by an exquisite svstem of tyranny,
the Siamese are pecessarilv a cowardly and
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a timid people. It is from a population of
this character that their force is levied by an
indiscriminate muster and the rabble of pea-
santry so raised, with old or bad arms put into
their hands, constitute their only armies. This
barbarous and unorganized force, independent
of the perpetual fear of the Government of in-
surrection, is utterly incapable of offensive
operations against the smallest regular force.
The Kingdom at the same time in its most
vital part is the most defenceless that can be
imagined. By far the most valuable branch of
the revenue of the kingdom and the prineipal
perquisites of the Officers of Government arise
out of the foreign trade which is conducted
in the river Me-nam. A single gun-brig, by
blockading the river, would put a total stop to
the whole of this trade, and two of them
would destroy the capital, without possibility
of resistance from this vain but weuk people ;
for the Me-nam is accessible to vessels of this
description at all seasons, the navigation is
obstructed by no danger, and whether for fear
of domestie treason, or from supineness, there
is not a cannon mounted to defend the capital
or the approach to it.

A copy of this despatch has been trans-
mitted to the Honble. the Governor of Prince
of Wales Island, with whom I have corres-
ponded by every opportunity since my arrival
in Siam.,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 Nov., 1822,

( Copy )

TRANSLATION of a letter from the
tajah of Ligor to the Siamese Government.

The army of Queda is now at rest and
there is no misunderstanding with the people
of Prince of Wales Island. The Governor of
Prince of Wales Island has given according
to former custom, two small vessels of war
to guard the coast. The commander of one
of these vessels came to me and a friendly
mtercourse took place between us. The Go-
vernor of I. W. Island and the English are
satisfied that the Siamese Army intends them
no mischief, and the Governor allows the
Siamese to frequent Prince of Wales Island
as heretofore.  The Commander of the cruizer
returned a second time with three Englishmen
of rank along with him. These stated that
two vessels londed with rice coming from
Bengal had brought a letter from the Governor
Gieneral (Chao Muang Benkalla) to the Gover-
nor of Prince of Wales Island, directing him
to consider Queda as a tributary of Siam, and
proliibiting him from interfering.

The people of the island Lang Kawi
having rebelled, the army went thither, beat
them and obtained possession. 1 sent news of
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this to P. W. Island, aceusing the King of
Queda of having stirred up the Malays of
Lang Kawi to rebellion. The Governor of
Penang replied saying that the English would
not encourage the Rajah of Queda contrary to
the interests of the Great King, and that they
would by no means interfere in the affairs
of Lang Kawi or the other dependencies of
Queda, nor permit the King of Queda to send
out stores or ammunition to assist the rebels
of Lang Kawi.

The different trading® who come to Queda
at present represent the country now as in a
state of greater prosperity than at any former
period, and they describe the people of Prince
of Wales Island as saving amongst themselves
that small boats with 4 or 5 men can now go
over to Queda with safetv. News from the
same place also states that the Tangku Abdulla,
son of the Rajah of Quedn, took a Malay wo-
man, and offered her for sale as a slave. The
woman made her complaint in the Court of
Justice. The Governor of Penang replied,
that if the Prince did so again he should be
considered as an offender. A great number of
the slaves of the King of Queda have become
free since they came to Pulo Penang. The
King had punished some of them. This came
to the knowledge of the Governor of P. W.
Island who sent word to the King to say that
he had sought protection under the English
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flag, and that he must submit to the customs
of the English, which did not admit of indivi-
duals taking the law into their own hands, and
and that he must seek redress in a Court of
Justice.

(A true Copy)
(Signed) J. Crawrvib,
A G, G,
A true translation
(Signed) J. Crawrunn,
A G, G
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FORT WILLIAM 15th January 1823,

To W. A. Crusrey Esqre.

Secretary to the Government,
Sir,
I have the honor to inform you for the
information of the Honorable the Governor in
Council that Captain Thomas MacDonnell of
the Mission Ship John Adam has been detect-
ed in carrying on an illegal trade to a great
extent, A complaint of this conduct has been
made to His Excellency the Governor General
in Council. With a view of substantiating the
charges against him, I have respectfully to
request that attested extracts of such goods as
Captain MacDonnell may have passed through
the Custom House at Prince of Wales Island
may be transmitted direct for the information
of His Excellency in Council.

I have &ca,
(8d.) J. Crawrurp.
Agent to the Governor General.

Bang Kok ;
18th July 1822,

10559
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Sanppl Folitisul FORT WILLIAM 15th January 1823,

Consultationm,
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Fo. ;. L
To G. Swixtox Esqgre.

Secretary to the Government.
Sir,

It is with great pain that my duty compels
me to bring to the notice of the Most Noble
the Governor General in Council a cirenm-
stance of & most discreditable nature conneected
with the Mission, which I fear has been of
serious prejudige to its interests. Captain
Thomas MeDonnell, who sailed in command
of the Mission Ship from Caleutta, has been
detected in trading to a great extent in contra-
vention of the Charter Party, and under ecir-
cumstances of much aggrayation. No eargo
appears to have been brought by Captain
MeDonnell from Calentts with the exception
of a certain quantity of Swedish iron, said to
have been introduced as ballast, but at Prince
of Wales Island a large investment of various
articles of merchandize was laid in, and an
additional quantity taken at Singapore. With-
in & very few days after our arrival at Siam,
Captain McDonnell appears to have commen-
ced the sale of this cargo, The principal per-
son with whom he dealt was the very Minister
of the Siamese Government with whom 1 was
carrying on a negociation, who abetted him in
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this course of proceeding, which, according to
Siamese notions, is not reckoned discreditable,
althongh [ had publicly informed this officer
that there was no, description of merchandize
on board the ship, and that trading was ex-
pressly interdicted to every body connected
with the Mission. At this period I was totally
unaware of the extent of Captain McDonnell's
dealings and imagined that the articles he had
consisted of a few curiosities or mere musters,
As soon as [ suspected what was going for-
ward, but while I had no direct proof of Cap-
tain McDonnell's violation of his engagements,
[ addressed a letter to him prohibiting all
intercourse with the officers of the Siamese
Government, with a hope of putting a stop to
the illegal proceedings, which there was no
question ha was carrying on. Captain MeDon-
nell thought proper to disclaim the aathority
of the Azent to the Governor (eneral in sub-
jecting him to this restraint. A second letter
was addressed to him enforeing the fivst orders,
but he still persevered in his disobedience.  The
Charter Party would certainly have anthorized
me upon this to have removed Captain MeDon-
nell from the command of the ship, but the
delieate ecircumstances under which I was
placed left me no remedy but to submit to
his disregard of my orders; for the want of
officers—the impossibility of knowing how to
dispose of Captain MeDonnell after being re-
moved at a foreign port—but above all, my
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determination, if possible, to preserve unani-
mity- amongst us, and to avoid exhibiting to
the Siamese, jealously observing our conduct, a
picture of discord in our small party, searcely
left me an alternative. 1 am in possession of
proof that Captain MeDonnell's interviews with
the Minister on such occasions led to discus-
sions of a very improper nature, and very pre-
Judicial to the interests of the negociation.

On the 2ith of April an act of great in-
discretion on the part of Captain MeDonnell
mvolved the Mission with the Siamese Govern-
ment.  He had taken into his service a cer-
tain Arab, a deserter from a Bombay ship, but
living under the protection of the Siamese
[aws. The Siamese revenue officers had de-
teeted this person in the act of smugeling and
he was in their eustody, when Captain McDon-
nell, seeing what was going forward from the
ship, landed and effected a rescue by intimidat-
ing the Siamese by the exhibition of a drawn
stiletto.  The Siamese Minister immediately
complained to me of this outrage, but seemed
anxious about nothing but the delivery of the
Arab’s person.  Captain McDonnell upon ap-
plication being made for the person of the
Arab, refused at first to give [him] up, in-
volved me in a tedious correspondence on the
subject, and did not finally submit until the
Ist of May, when the ship being about to drop
down the river, under orders to attempt to
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vross the bar, and being threatened with the
responsibility for her detention, he had no
alternative.

On the 29th of April I addressed a letter
to Captain MeDonnell, prohibiting every species
of trade and even interdicting him from taking
goods as ballast.  This occasioned another
unpleasant and vexatious correspondence. On
the return of Captain MeDonnell from the bar
of the river, however, on the L0th of May,
I received a personal pledge from him, that he
would rigidly abide by the Charter Party, and
I then fully explained to him the sentiments of
Government on the subject of trads as en-
forced in your letter of the 31st January,
which I had just then received.

From that time to the end of June, I heard
nothing of Captain MeDonnell’s earrying on
trade in violation of the Charter Party, nor
have I had any reason to be dissatisfied with
his general conduct in other respects.  On the
28th of that month, however, 1 received a let-
ter from Mr. William Storm, owner of the
English Brig Phoenix, now lying at this place
with a cargo from Calentta, informing me from
information obtained by him at Penang and at
Singapore, that Captain MeDonnell had brought
a large investment on the Mission Ship, and
was vending his goods at Siam to the great
detriment of the fair trader. Immediately on
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the receipt. of this letter [ proceeded to seal
the hatehes of the Mission Ship, preparatory
to making the necessary enqguiries upon
the charges preferred by Mr. Storm. On
the 30th with a view of allowing the ship's
work to proceed. the seals were removed
and a military guard substituted. On the®
board the ship attended by Mr. Ruther-
ford, and made seizore of twenty five hales,
cases and packages of woollens, chintzes,
with cloths and glassware. Captain MeDonnell
had now offered to pass the bar of the river
drawing twelve feet water only although ever
since the 1st of May he had refused to pass
drawing less than thirteen and half feet. This
was in consequence of a certificate furnished
to me by Captain Smith of the Phoenix and his
tirst officer declaring that it was perfectly safe
and easy to pass the bar of the river with
twelve feet. In consequence of this, I had
ordered the ship to be immediately prepared
for sea, and it became necessary therefore to
remove the guard of Sepoys to allow the
ship's work to go on, and enable Captain
MeDonnell, by discharging a portion of the
stores and ballast, to lighten the ship to a
draft of twelve feet, [ had no alterative in
this situation except receiving from Captain
MeDonnell a specification of the goods which
had been seized, and a receipt for the whole
and a counter receipt by his first officer which
I accordingly obtained. On the evening of the
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31 of July, I rezeived private information from
Myr. Storm and Captain Smith of the Phoenix,
that Captain MeDonnell was  clandestinely
landing goods from the Ship John Adam,
Steps were immediately taken for the seizure
of the goods as they passed along, but it
was too late. On the 4th an official com-
munication came to me from My, Storm on
the subject, and five affidavits were sworn to
hefore me of the fact of goods being landed
from the John Adam and traced to the Portu-
guese factory. A military guard was again
sent on hoard, Captain McDonnell was called
upon for an explanation, and his first officer
for an attested list and specification of the
gouds alleged to have been landed from the
John Adam, Captain MeDonnell in his an-
swer alleged that he was landing various art-
icles with the intention of lightening the ship,
and informed me that his first officer could
render no account of these articles as they
were not delivered over into his charge. In
the same letter he tendered his resignation,
to prevent, as he said, unpleasant complaints,
In a letter which 1 addressed to Captain
MeDonnell the following day, I called upon
him personally for a specification of the art-
ieles which he lhad landed, and directed that
they might be reshipped immediately, or that
h would furnish me with an order to receive
them wherever they might be found. A letter
was at the same time addressed to the first
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officer directing him to furnish a list of the
goods landed on the 3d with such information
as it was in his power to give respecting them.
Captain MeDonnell in his answer refused com-
pliance with the orders I had given him, and
Mr. Dolge, the first officer of the ship, stated
that the goods were never delivered into his
charge, nor that of any other officer in the
ship, and that, as no cargo hook was kept,
he could only in general state that on the 3d
instant no less than five boat loads, consisting
of bales, eases &ea, had been landed from the
ship John Adam and one hoat load early on
the morning of the 4th and, to the best of his
belief, all conveyed to the Portuguese factory.
In consequence of this [ addressed a letter to the
Portuguese Consul, publicly ealling upon him
to surrender the goods. His answer stated that
he was permitted by his Government to trade,
that he was unaware of anything illegal in the
transactions to which I had alluded, but ad-
mitted that he had commercial transactions
with Captain McDonnell,

There was good reason now to believe
that Captain McDonnell had commited a fray-
dulent transaction, and for this reason I did
not immediately aceept his resignation, that I
might have an opportunity of investigating his
conduct. On the 6th | accordingly sent Lieu-
tenant Rutherford with my clerk on board,
directing that the twenty five bales and cases
fer which I held Captain McDounell's receipt
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should be examined, and that the examination
should take place in the presence of Captain
MeDonnell himself and his officers.  Captain
McDonnell now refused to permit the goods to
hz examined, unless 1 furnished him before-
hand with a receipt in full for the goods, and
he sent me a sketch in penecil of the receipt
which he required. I had no remedy left but
to suspend Captain MeDonnell from the com-
mand of the ship, which I did aceordingly,
nominating in his room Mr. Brown, late first
officer of the ship, who had been dismissed by
Captain  McDonnell, but who received from
him thereafter a certificate stating that he was
in all respects fit for the command.
[ & ] i

It is unnecessary for me to add that the
conduet which I have now described has been
of serious prejudice thronghout to the interests
of the Mission, and utterly subversive of those
principles of moderation and conciliation so
strongly enforced in the instructions of the
Most Noble the Genernor General in Couneil
and which I made it my duty to explain and
enforee in a public communication on the very
first day of our arrival at the Siamese capital.

- - ™ -
I have &ea.
(5d.) J. Crawrurp
Agent to the Govenor General.

Bangkok
14th July 1822,
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To G. Swintox Esgre.
&El‘umr}' to the Government.

Sir,

I had the honor to report for the informa-
tion of the Most Noble the Governor General
in Couneil in my dispatch of the 10th of June®
that the negociation with the Court of Siam
kad been brought to a conclusion. The answer
to the letter of His Excellency the Maost Noble
the Governor General and the other doenment
alluded to in that dispateh were brought to me
on the 12th of the same month, and authenti-
cated tramslations of them are now enclosed.
On these translations being  effected, 1 had
the mortification to discover that material
alterations had been made in both, but parti-
cularly in the latter, in which the clause in
favour of a free and fair commerce was
changed for a pledge of assistance from
the officers of Government. After the many
examples I had already bhad of the want of
candor on the part of the officers of the
Sinmese (Government | knew it was in vain
to remonstrate and judging that an exposure of
this circumstance might possibly lead us into
embarrassments I considered it most prudent
to forbear even from bringing the matter to
the notice of the Siamese Government at all,
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and accepted of the documents as they were
transmitted. The only concessions gained to
our trade are, an invitation to receive it from
every quarter, an engagement that the duties
shall not be raised beyond their present
amount, and that the officers of Government
shall aid and assist British merchants in
their commereial transactions, Many person-
al assurances were added to these, which my
experience of the Siamese Court forbids me
from placing a too implicit reliance upon. I
had certainly hoped at one period for the
attainment of more solid advantages than those
I havenow enumerated, but the interests of a
powerful party opposed an insuperable ob-
stacle, which no negociation could overcome.
At all events when the full proceedings of the
Mission are laid before the Government, 1
humhly trust that His Excellency the Most
Noble the Governor General will believe that
no pains, diligence or forbearance under dif-
fienlt circnmstances, have been wanting towaris
effecting the wishes of Government.

The answer to the letter of His Excellency
the Most Noble the Governor General, it will
be perceived, is not in the name of the King.
Certain informalities in His Excellency’s letter,
touching the quality of the paper on which it
was written, and similar points with the usage
of the Siamese Court on like occasions, were
pleaded in apology for His Mujesty's not ad-
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ressing the Most Noble the Governor General
divectly. On my part, I declined receiving an
answer from the Minister addressed to His Ex-
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General,
and insisted that the letter should be written
to one of the Secretaries, in consequence of
which it was finally agreed that the Second
Minister of the Foreign Department should
address the Persian Secretary to the Govern-
ment. The other document after various at-
tempts to give it the more regular form of a
treaty, took its present shape at the spontaneous
desire of the Siamese Ministers,

A detailed account of the negociation and
other proceedings of the Mission will be laid
before the Most Noble the Governor General
in Couneil in due course.

[ am happy to be enabled to report that
the Mission Ship is preparing to pass the bar
of the river on the 19th of this month, with a
view to the prosecution of her voyage direct to
Cochin China, and I trust that I shall be en.
abled to report that she has safely passed the
bar, by the same opportunity by which this
dispatch is tranﬁmitterzl?o

I have &eca.
(Sd.) J. Crawrurn

Agent to the Governor General.
Bangkok
15th July 1822,
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[Nore—The translation of the letter of
Phraya Pipat Kosa Racha Balat to M.
Prinsep, dated 26 May 1822, is printed in
Crawfurd’s Journal, Embassy to Siam, pp.
172-174.]
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Translation of the letter of Phrava Chula
Racha Muntri to Mr. Crawfurd.

The letter of Phraya Chula Racha Muntri,
Collector of the Customs and Duties on Ships
in the Port of the Court of Prah Maha Nakon
Si-Ayuthia, to Mr. Crawfurd.

The Lord of the Kingdom of Bengal
( Chao Muang Benkalla) commanded My,
Crawfurd to come to Siam to open a way to
friendship and commerce, and to request per-

mission for English ships to trade to this

capital, and permission to buy and sell with the
Merchants of Siam, paying duties as formerly.
The Rajah Prah-Klang directs me to express
his satisfaction at the contents of the letter of
the Lord of the Kingdom of Bengal, and to
address a letter to Mr. Crawfurd in the form
of an Agreement to say, that if English mer-
chant ships come to the port of the capital,
upon their arrival at the mouth of the river
they shall be searched by the Governor of
Paknam, and their small arms and cannon
landed according to former custom, and then
the ship be conducted to the capital,  As
soon as they are archored the Collector of
Customs shall afford all assistance in buying
and selling with the merchants of Siam, and
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the duties and charges shall not be more than
heretofore, nor afterwards be raised.  Let
English merchants come to Siam to sell and
buy in conformity with this Agreement.

This letter of Agreement was written on
Thursday, in the Tth month, the 2d day of the
Dark Half of the Moon, in the year of the
Horse (10th June one thonsand eight hundred
and twentyv-two.)



Factory Hesonls,
Btraits Setthments,
wol. 87,
prjp- SHRE-ZHD.

Agent to the
Gowernor Gienemd
2 Dec. 1822,

66
FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec., 1822,

AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL.

To W. 8. Cracrorr Esquire,

Secretary to the Government.
Sir,

The instructions delivered to me by the
Honorable the Governor and Council on my
way to Siam having pointed out the Dind-
ings, or rather the Island of Pangkur in the
Straits of Malacea, as eligible for a com-
mercial establishment and a desirable acqui-
sition from the Prince of Pera through the
authority of his liege, the King of Siam, with
a view of possessing myself of the best infor-
mation respecting it, I touched upon it in my
way down the Straits, and have herewith the
honor to submit an attested extract from my
official journal respeeting it.

I have &eca.
(Signed) J. Crawrurp.

A G G.
Penang

2d Dec. 1822,
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Extract from the Journal of the Agent to
the Governor General on a Mission to the
Eastward.

As an  FEuropean Establishment, with
which view it has been contemplated, this
island, though the harbour be good, more
easily accessible than any other which has
been named for this purpose. and far more
in the direct track of native commerce than
Penang, is certainly upon the whole unsuit-
able. It is on the one hand too far into the
Straits for a place of resort and refreshment
for our navy in the Bay of Bengal, and on
the other much too far to the west to he an
emporinm for the commerce of the nations to
the eastward of the Straits of Malacea. In-
dependent of these primary objections there
scems searcely a spot on the Island level
enough for cultivation or even for convenient
and comfortable habitation.

The prospect of deriving any benefit From
the working of tin mines in this island, even
under an Earopean Govermment, sapposing the
ore to exist in sufficient abundanee, appears to
me to be more than guestionable.  The whole
island is an abrapt, hard, granitic rock, from
which the ore conld not be extracted with any
profit in the state of skill and industry which
exists among the natives of the country, or
even among the Chinese themselves.  In Banea
and other places, where abundance of tin is
produced in these countries, the ore is found



[,
in situntions extremely different, that is, in
streams through the soil of the low lands, from
which it is easily extracted, readily melted,
and finally, when smelted, affording & metal of
superior value to what is obtained by the
laborious process of mining in rocky distriets,

(A true Copy)
(Signed) J. Crawrurp
A GG
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec., 1822,

IT APPEARING that the views of this
GGovernment respecting the Island of Pankour
had not appeared to Mr. Crawfurd in the same
light as was intended, the following explana-
tory letter was addressed to him on the
subject. »

To Jons Crawrurp Esquire
Agent to the Most Noble the

Governor General,

Sir,

I have the honmor by direction of the
Honble. the Governor in Council to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d
Instant and its enclosure, respecting the Island
of Pankour.

In expressing the acknowledgments of
Government for theinformation obtained by you,
and in reference to the Minute by the President
dated the 29 September 1819.* an Extract from
which formed a part of Enclosure 12 in Mr.
Secretary Clubley’s letter of the 31 December
1821.* [ am directed to observe that this Gov-
ernment, notwithstanding the permission of the
Supreme Government, granted in March 1819,
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did not consider the subject of sufficient conse-
quence to undertake the ocenpation of Pankour
as a DBritish Settlement of importance ani
consequent expense, but merely contemplated
the possession of a right, recognized by the
Siamese Court, to establish a small military
post there for the better suppression of piracy,
and for encouraging a trade between Perah and
this Island, in tin, as an advantage which, if
the same could have been attained without en-
tering into negotiations which might have been
troublesome to the Mission, it might have
been worth while to obtain.

[ have &e-
(Signed) W. S. Cracropr
Actg. Seey. to Govt.
Fort Cornwallis
4 December 1822,
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FORT WILLIAM 15th January 1823,

To Grorce Swixrox Esqre,
Secretary to the Government.
Sir,

At the termination of the Mission to the
Eastward I have the honor to lay before His
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor
(General in Council a general summary of its
results in the Scientific Department.

- - - L]

Five Charts upon a large scale of the
Eastern Coast and head of the Gulf of Siam;
a chart of the river of Siam on a large scale
from actual survey; an outline chart of the
Gulf of Siam; a chart of the group of islands
called Si-chang in the Gulf of Siam from an
actual survey; a delineation of a portion of
the Anambas Islands in the China Seas, and
a chart of a portion of the North-West Coast
of Borneo, being in all ten charts. To these
are added a descriptive Memoir.

The whole of the coasts and countries
delineated in those charts have either never
been deseribed or delineated before, or much
less accurately so than by Mr. Brown.

- - - -

In relation to the Surveying Department,

it is almost unnecessary for me to submit that
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the cautions recommended in the instructions
of the Government on this subject have been
strictly attended to. At Siam, the express
permission of the Government was obtained
for using our surveying and astronomical in-
struments. .

[ have &ca.
(Signed) J. Crawrvrp

Agent to the Governor General.

Kedgeree
20th December 1822,
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Bengal Politionl FORT WILLIAM 15th Jan., 1823,

Consnltations,
Range 193, o), 97, —— — - —

No. B List of presents from the King of Siam
. for His I'lm'vllr«m:}' the Most Noble the
Governor General, &ea, &ea.

From the King of Siam,

108 Slabs of Tin.
3 Boxes and 2 Baskets of Gum Gamboze,
9 Bags of Cardamoms
15 Bags of Eagle Wood.
4 Bags of Benjamin,
10" Elephants Teeth,
214 Bags of Sugar.
272 Bags of Pepper.

For the Agent to the Governor General,

61 Bags of Sugar.

(Signed)  J. Crawrunn,
A GG,
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To J. Crawrvnp Esqre,
cea. &en, Nea.,

Sir,

I. Your dispatehes . . . reporting the
progress and transactions of your Mission
and its return to Calentta, having been sub-
mitted to the Honorable the Governor General
i Council, [ am now directed to communicate
to you the following observations and orders
of Government on the several points to which
they respectively relate.

2. The Honorable the Governor GGeneral

i Council is necessarily precluded from
forming & conclusive judgment on the exact
degree in which the various objects contem-
plated by the Mission have been attained until
the details of your proceedings shall have heen
submitted by vou; but from the summary
statements now before Government it affords
him mueh gratification to observe that the

_essential points of establishing a more friendly

and liberal commercial relation with the
Kingdoms of Siam and Cochin China, appear
to have been successfully accomplished to
As great an extent as was anticipated by
Government, considering the well known
jealousy of intercourse with European Nations

b "
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entertained by the barbarous Conrts to which
you were aceredited.

3. At Cochin China in particular your
reception appears to have been extremely
friendly, and the concessions in favour of our
trade with respect to imposts, as well as the
;_r,un{-ra] assurances of protection and encoura-
gement, hold out o fair prospect of a consider-
able extension of commereial speculation in
that quarter. The information also contained
in your dispatches, relative to the resources
and political character of those kingdoms, is
considerad to be highly interesting.

4. In as far therefore as the summary
reports mow before him furnish materinls for
forming o judgment, the Governor General in
Council is satisfied that von have employed
every effort to promote the objects of the
Mission entrusted to your charge, and that to
your judiciouns and conciliatory conduct in
your intercourse with the singular people with
whont you bad to deal is mainly to be ascribed
the favourable impression which the Mission
appears to have produced at the Courts of both
Siam and Cochin China. It is also highly
satisfactory to the Honorable the Governors
General in Couneil to learn that the conduct of
all the officers attached to your Mission has
been such as to merit vour warm commenda-
tion in the discharge of their scveral duties.
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. [ now proveed to advert specifically to
such of your dispatches as require any parti-
eular notice at the present moment, reserving
a further communication of the sentiments of
Government on the general question for a
future opportunity, when the promised details
of vour Mission shall bave been taken into
consideration,

Dispateiies® . The dispatches adverted to in the
atesd 28ih Jone - - . 5 -
anl tith July.  argin, relating to the question of the Swedish

e iron and the misconduct of Captain MeDonnell,

~ will be transmitted to the Marine Board with
directions to institute such further enquiries
mto those transactions as may enable Govern-
ment to determine to what extent the owners
are liable ander the Charter Party to pay the
value of all such merchandize shipped on hoard
the John Adam without vour knowledge and
consent, (such merchandize being declared Jia-
ble to confiseation) or to a demand at least for
freight as well as for a demurrage during the
whole period the ship was detained at Siam
throngh the misconduet of the Commander.

- - . . T
|
Dispaton 8. This dispatch contains the report of !11 i
12 duly. vour discussions with the Court of Siam relative
e Serwita 10 Queda and other tributary states in which

Settlesents wl.57 the Government of Prince of Wales Island is

concerned.  On these questions I am directed

to state to you, that the tenor of your commu-
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nieations to the Siamese Court is considered to
have been extremely judicions. It is highly
satisfuctory  to the Honorable the Governor
General in Couneil to learn that vou consider
the result of vour discussions with the Court
of Siam to have established o virtual acknow-
ledgment of our right of sovereignty in Penang
and  the land on the Peninsula, and that

even in the event of the Malay Govern-

ment of Queda being permanently superseded
hy the establishment of a Siamese authority
in that gquarter, you do not apprehend any
injurionts  consequences to the interests of
Prince of Wales Island from such a revo-
lution.

9, Insueh a contingency as that above
supposed. the Honorable the Governor General
in Council entirely concurs with vou on the
wrounds stated in vour dispatch in the impolicy
of forming a new treaty with a Siamese Gov-
crmment of Quedn, similar to that existing
with the present exiled King, now residing
under our protection at Penang.

10, These dispatches refer to the presents
received from the Kings of Siam and Cochin
(hina, and to those intended for the latter
which have heen brought back. With regard
to all articles of presents, you will be pleased
to deliver them over to the Acting Persian
Seeretary, who will be instructed to receive
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i o _, hy
~ charge of them and dispose of them under the
" ondersof Goverament.

I have &ca.
(Signed) G. Swixtox
Seery. to Govt.

s
L
-\.
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 6 March 1823,

{2l met of puging ).

Mr, Secretary
Bwinton Fart
William 25 * Jan.
1R2n;
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* See Reagal Pal,
Lowne, fluage 133
e, BT,

Mre. secny. Swintox, Forr Winoraw.

To W. A. CrusLey Esquire
Secretary to Government of
Prince of Wales Island.

Adverting to the subject of Mr. Crawfurd’s
despatch to my address of the 13th July last,®
relative to the affairs of Queda, in connection
with the Government of Siam, of which & copy
is already in the possession of the Honorable
the Governor in Council, | am directed to in-
timate to vou, that the Honorable the Governor
General in Council will be happy to receive
a  communication of the sentiments of the
Government of Penang on the various topics

therein discussed,

2. It will be sufficient to remark on the
present oceasion that the general tenor of Mr.
Crawfurd’s discussions with the Court of Siam
relative to Queda, has been approved by the
Governor General in Council, and that Mr.
Crawfurd's views with regard to the future
policy to be ohserved towards the kingdom of
Queda and other Petty States tributary to
Siam, and the inexpediency of forming a new



. treaty similar to the one now subsisting with
' Qnﬁh in the event of its becoming the seat
of a Siamese authority, appear to be judicions.
1 have &ea. B
(Signed) G. Swixtox,
Seery. to Govt.

= = - i

Fort William

- = 15 January 1823,
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To Groger Swintoy Esqre.

Secretary to Government.

I have the honor to aknowledge the receipt
of your letter of vesterday's date [31 March
18251,% with enclosed copy of dispateh from
the Government of Prince of Wales's Island*®
and transiation of a letter from the Siamese
Minister®, and directing me to submit such
remarks as might ocenr to me on the subject
of the letter.

Fhave already had the honor of laving
hefore the Government a faithful narrative of
the proceedings of the mission and of my
negpeiations with the Conrt of Siam and ina
few days my final report on the same subject
will be presented. It will not therefore he
necessary for me at present to enlarge upon
this subject, and I shall confine myself to
much observations as are suggested by the
objections advanced against my public pro-

coedings in the letter of the Siamese Miniscer.
[
Fhe first objection that seems to be urged

against me is, that 1 exeeeded my instructions
hy asking for more than I was authorized,
This allegation “is so little consonant to fact
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that in the demands made by me in my nego-
ciation I veally did not go one half the length
to which my instructions might have autho-
rized me. I claim indeed no merit for this,
for upon a nearer view of the Siamese Gov-
ernment | soon discovered that many of the
ohjects contemplated in my instructions, how-
ever valuable, their execution was impractica-
ble and unattainable, and in forbearing to urge
them I observed only that decree of discretion
which must necessarily have been practised hy
any person of common prudence in my situa-
tion. It would have been agreeable to my
mstructions, for example, to have requested an
exemption from the vexatious mode of levying
the export and import duties. It would have
been agreeable to them also to have requested
4 free trade in the articles of Roval monopoly,
and it would have been in accordance with my
instructions from Penang to have demanded a
cession of territory and a direet trade with the
dependencies of the Siamese Government.
The agitation of such questions, however,
which I knew must prejudice our interests,
was carefully avoided, and 1 confined myvself
1o a few necessary points such as would place
our trade on a practical footing for our mer-
chants, trusting to time, good fortune, and
good conduct for enlarging it

With respect to my having ever asked
permission for British merchants to reside in
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Siam, this is a point which I can safely deny.
I never thought such a thing practicable or
useful, and upon this subject I need only refer
to the strong opinion which I expressed res-
pecting the impracticability of Europeans re-
siding under any circumstances under  the
Siamese Government in my despateh respeet-
ing the affairs of Queda and Penang,

I must take the libertv here, however,
of suggesting, having seen the original Malay
letter, that the expression rendered Resident
Merchants in the Penang translation has
probably reference to the estiblishment of a
British commercial agent. It will he seen
on reference to the papers laid before Gov-
ernment by Mr, Morgan that the Prince Krom
Chiat and the very Minister who is the author
of the present allegation, themselves suggested
the establishment of a British consulship. 1f
the charge should be found to refer to this,
Mr. Morgan also, both in writing and conver-
sation, urged upon my attention the establish-
ment of a Consulship as the only  possible
means of giving security to British merchants
frequenting Siam, and when 1 arrived at that
place itself 1 actually found a Portuguese one
promised, while the very individual who was
to fill the latter was named to me by the Prah
Klang himself. Under all these ciremmstances
it will not appear surprizing that the establish-
ment of a consulship should have appeared to
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me a practicable and usefnl measure, [ sng-
gosted it accordingly, but when I acquired a
better knowledge of the character of the
Siamese, | soon discovered the propriety of
abandoning the demand. [ wmust observe,
however, in rezard to it that no disinelination
Was ever expressed towards the appointment
by the Siamese negociators.

+ The Prah Klang's letter gratuitously ima-
gines that to make any thing the subject of
negociation not  expressly specified in the

- Governor General's letter was an exceeding of

my orders, vet he was fully aware that His
Excellency's letter referred to his agent For all
particulars, and he chose frequently in con-
versation to make this very point the subject
of personal complaint to myself, artfully con-
gratulating me on the confidence veposed in
me by so high an authority.

I trust that Government will s arcely
think it necessary for me to disavow the indis-
ereet euriosity ascribed to me where I and the
gentlemen of the Mission are represented as
drawing maps and sounding rivers, Express
permission was indecd given by the Pral; Klang
himself to make free use of our astronomical
and surveying instruments within a fortnight
after our arrival, and this permission was volun-
tarily confirmed by his chief, the Prince Krom
Chiet. It so happened, however, that peither
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the astronomical nor surveying instruments
were ever made use of, and that the greater
namber of them were never even taken out of
their cases during our stay at Siam, owing to
the accidental sickness of the officer in charge
of them, The step of surveving a gronp of
desert islands at the head of the gulf, if this
be alluded to, could certainly have had no
bearing whatever upon the interests of the
mission for it took place near o month after we
had quitted Siam, and I think scareely less
than two after the negoeciation had terminated.

[ can solemnly declare that the whole of
my intercourse with the Siamese Court was
maost punetiliously guarded, and that the utmost
forbearance was shown under circumstances
more irksome and painful than it has been the
usual lot of persons holding such trusts as |
did to sabmit to. The ceremonial preseribed
at our introduction to the King, for example,
was cheerfully complied with, no impatience
was cver displayed at the delays and subter-
fuges practised by the Minister himself to
annoy and perplex us, and we were so far from
sounding rivers or making charts that for my
own part I seldom went abroad without a con-
tidential person  from this very minister to
sccompany me, while the trifling drawings
which were made of temples and other objects
of curiosity were frequently sent to him for
his satisfaction. One other proof of my desire
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® Lamemmimion 5 coneiliate® himself that I might visit the

apparentiy
vevury here. ]

Princes and Chiefs opposed to his own party at
the Court, but. evidently as if he would have
been happy that I declined doing so. To
prevent giving umbrage and to avoid throwing
ohstacles of any sort in the way of the mission,
I accordingly declined visiting every person
unconnected with the party to which he be-
longed and I may add that he was pleased to
make this discretion and forbearance on my
part the subject of personal compliment tapon
several oceasions,

That 1 spared no pains on all oceasions to
obtain information respecting the state of the
country and especially of its commercial in-
terests is what [ am proud to avow. This was
especially pointed out to me as an ohject of
attention in my instructions, and to have
neglected it would have appeared to me a
desertion of duty. Whatever information has
heen obtained will be faithfully laid before the
Government and I confess I have canse to fear
that it may be considered that we have rather
effected too little than too much witl, regaril
to the means emploved in our enquiries. Tl
only fair subject of comparison to which I can
refer is the first mission of (ol : Symes to the
Burmas, a people of similar manners and si.
milar prejudices with the Siamese, and here
I find that a professed surveyor was em-
ployed, that surveying and astronomical in.
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straments were freely used, that a complete
survey of the river Irawady was the result,
and that a great deal of general information
respeeting the state of the conntry was besides
obtained.

Of the vague rumours attempted to be put
in the mouth of my two interpreters, | since-
cerely believe that there is not the slightest
foundation for them, and I had every reason
to be satisfied with the fidelity” [of] both these
persons,  In respect to the objects of the
Mission [ purposely made them acquainted with
it that through their casual conversation with
the natives our real intention might be convey-
e through channels less suspected than my
own direct assertions, or that of the other
liuropean gentlemen of the mission, and I have
every reason to believe that the efforts which
| made with this in view were not unsuceessful.
I had direct testimony that the Chinese and
Siamese merchants wonld have been glad to
have seen a fair trade established with us, and
I am convineed that all understood our true
motives except those who were directly in-
terested in misinterpreting them.

The Malay interpreters continued at Simm
contrary to my judgment, but at their own
carnest desire, in hopes of passing across the
Peninsula [and] of returning more speedily to
their families at Penang. In this they were
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disappointed. for I had no sooner gone away
than they were seized upon, and it appears
from the letter of the Honble. the Governor of
Prince of Wales's Island that they are down
to this moment forcibly detained. Under these
cireumstances, what story mayv have been ex-
torted from their fears it is impossible to say.
nor does it seem of much importance,

With respect to the eonduct of individuals
of our own nation in their intercourse with the
Siamese, I cannot deny that upon some occa-
stons it was extremely indisereet, such as t)
embarrass me, and perhaps finally to leave on
the minds of the Siamese an unpleasant
impression of our national character.  The
greater part of this misconduet, however,
having taken place after the Mission guitted
Siam, had necessarily’ no bearing upon its in-
terests, nor vexatious as it proved to me, have
I ever asceribed to it our failure to obtain a fair
trade at Siam.

This failure had its prineipal source in a
ciuse which, I pre;mnm here once more to
repeat it, the most skilful negociation and the
most concilistory conduet in every party di-
rectly or indirectly concerned could not have
been adequate to remove.  The party with
which I negociated drew its whole profits and
cmoluments from the very restrietions whicl
it was my objeet to remove and without re-
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moving which an intercourse with Siam ecan be
of no value to any European nation. The real
circumstances of the European trade were
known only to this party, and kept a snag job
in their own hands, while the Government
derived little or no benefit by the intercourse.
Of this party the Prah Klang, the author of the
letter upon which T am remarking, is the active
agent. e is abetted by his chief, the Prince
Krom-Chiat, and assisted by a knot of natura-
lized Mahommedans, descendants of settlers
from the coast of Coromandel, s keen and
subtile race of people, who share in the per-
quisites derived from the trade. The Prah
Klang is himself a man, for his situation, of
very considerable talents, but extremely rapa-
cious, His deceit and subtility would be more
successful if his open and frequent practice
of them did not render them too obvious amd
notorious, I was sufficiently advised of the
character of this individual before coming
to Siam, and while he was making the fairest
professions 1 received authentic intelligence,
before I was above a few days in the country,
that he was already intriguing [against] the
main object of the Mission—a licence for free
and fair trade. Of the shifts and expedients
which he employed to effect this object suffi-
cient evidence is already in possession of
Government in the journal of the Mission. But
in defence of my own reputation I shall adduce
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one more example of this: disposition which 1
have not submitted to Government before
hecause | attached no other value to it than as
it afforded me convineing evidence of the real
character of this individual. Having learnt
that the Commander of the John Adam was a
dissatistied person he did not seruple to tamper
with this individual and to practise upon his
indiscretion. Warned of this I expressly pro-
hibited the latter from holding all intercourse
with him but was disobeved. Upon one ocea-
sion he was led into a conversation of a most
improper nature, and of the real character of
which he was so little aware that he insisted
upon delivering a paper econtaining the sub-
stance of it to me as a public document. Such
imprudent conduct as is here deseribed may
readily be supposed to have afforded the Prah
Klang grounds for having made the charge
against the same individual in his letter of
asserting that it was the intention of the English
to invade the country. [ now beg leave to
annex this paper as affording an authentic
proof of the character which I have ascribed
to the Prah Klang, as well [as] of the trouble-
some nature of those other obstacles which I
had occasionally to encounter in the course of
my negoeiation.

I shall now beg leave to conclude my
remarks upon the letter of the Siamese Minister
by respectfully offering it as my opinion that
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the whole is dictated by fear and apprehension,
in the first place for having evaded, by unwor-
thy subterfuges, our just and equitable demands
on the subjeet of commerece, in the second for
having refused to arrange on equitable grounds
the affair of Queda, and lastly from a consei-
ousness that the very illiberal and irritating
conduct which he himself pursued towards
private individuals of our nation was in a great
measure the cause of those indiscretions which
were committed.

I may here finally observe that during the
whole of our long stay of nearly four months
in Siam, nota whisper was breathed of the
allegations now brought forward. Indeed upon
the very day and night I embarked, | received
from the Minister, but especially from the
Prince, stronger professions of friendship and
goodwill than upon any former oceasion. The
answer to the letter of the Governor General
which I brought back not only expresses no
dissatisfaction, but is couched in terms of
friendly acknowledgment. This letter however
was delivered into my own hands and it might
not therefore be thought discreet to make me
the bearer of a complaint against myself,
That ecomplaints however have been made in
the answer to the letter of the Governor of
Penang, which I received sealed ten davs after
quitting Siam, but this also was couched in
very amicable language. Many other oppor-
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tunities might have oceurred since 1 quitted
Siam, but the necessity of making out a case
does not appear to have occurred to the Prah
Klang for at least seven months after my
departure. It may finally be remarked that
throughout the whole of the Prah Klang's
letter, although much regret he feigned at the
failure of the objects of the Mission, no hint
whatever is given of a desire to place that
trade upon that equitable footing which he
knows to be the object of our wishes which
requires only the sanction of his party and
might be conveved in a few sentences,

I have &ca.
(Signed) J. Crawrorb.
(Caleutta
3d April 1823.
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Bl Pylttond FORT WILLIAM I1th April 1823,

Consultations,
Ranpe 133, vol. 36,

No. 30 Contd,

Copy of a paper given in by the Commander

of the Mission Ship.

Questions put to me by the Minister yes-

terday.

Question.

Answer,

Question.

Answer.

Question.

Answer.

Cuestion.

Answer,

Question.

Answer.

Question.

Do wou positively go to Cochin
China after Siam.

Yes.

Does the Ambassador intend seeing
the King of Cochin China.
Certainly it is the object for which
he visits Cochin China.

What is this object.

To establish commerce and a friend-
ly intercourse between the two
nations.

How many musquets have you for
the King of Cochin China.

That question relates to the Am-
bassador and not to me,

I see that you fear the Ambassador.

I do not fear my King, there is only
One whom 1 fear, that is my God—
an Englishman is a stranger to fear.

But you must know what the pre-



Answer,

Question.

Answer.

Question.

Answer.
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sents consist of, and whetlher there
are musquets among them.

To say that I do not know what
the presents consist of would be
an untrath ; why do yvou ask me
this question when I told the Prince
in your presence that questions of
this nature related to the Ambassa-
dor and do not concern me, my
business being entirely with the
ship.

I ask you merely as a friend about
the musquets,

Were you to ask me generally what
the presents consist of | should
make the same reply as [ have
done about the muskets, and if you
are my friend, refrain from putting
questions to me relating to the
Ambassador, for I must decline
answering them, his business is
entirely political, and it does not
become me to interfere, any other
questions 1 shall be most happy to
answer.

I only wished to try you, but I find
your answers very proper and I
shall say no more on the subjeet.

It is not right to question me.
Your King's objects and plans are



Question.

Answer.

(uestion.

Answer.

Question,

Answer.
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not known to every body and why
should ours be—all that I can say
is that our present object is peace
and commerce.

There is a disagreement between
the Chinese and English at Canton.

[ am aware that there is (I then re-
lated what we had heard) but the
Chinese had better not irritate the
English, for we ean both make and
break Kings, as we have often done
before.

The Chinese are a very populous
nation.

They are, but it is in the power of
the English to annihilate them when
they please, and that in less than a
Vear.

The Emperor of China thinks him-
self the greatest King on earth,

The Emperor of China is made to
believe so, and is kept in ignorance
by his high officers of state, and
may not know the strength and
power of the English., We are
inclined to be peaceable but should
a war be declared between the two
nations the English would drive the
Chinese before them like a flock of
sheep, and lay waste their country.
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Answer,

Question.

Answer.

Question.
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What could the Emperor of China
do against a nation of warriors.

I know very well that what you sav
is true,

It is but too true, and the more
enlightened Chinese residing at
Canton who now know our power
dread a rupture between the two
nations.

Would not the English suffer very
much from losing their trade.

They might for a short time. The
Chinese derive as much advantage
from the trade as we do, and would
regret the trade being stopped more
than the English. We do not
depend on China for trade, more
particularly now when we are gt
peace with all the world.

Where do you go after Cochin
China.

Answer. Where the Ambassador pleases,

Question.
Answer.

Do you go to Macao and Manilla.

I believe we shall, but the Governor
General of India has given the
Ambassador such power, that he
can order the ship to go where he
thinks proper.
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Answor.

uestion.

Answer.

{Juestion,

Luestion,

Answer,
Question.
Answer.

Juestion.

Answir,

Cuestion.,

Answer.

Luestion,
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Is that written down in his instruc-
tions,

I do not know : the Governor
General  of India  places such
confidence in  the Ambassador's
judgment and ability that I should
think not.

The Ambassador will have a long
Journey to make when he goes to
Cochin China, as the King lives a
great distance from Saigon.

How far from Saigon does the King
live.

A very, very long way. fifty davs'
journey.

Has the Ambassador letters for
Macao and Manila.

| believe not.

Why does he go to those places.

It is his pleasure.

Was the King of Queda at Penang
when vou were there.

Yes.

Vhy did he leave his country.

He was obliged to leave it 1 be-
lieve, '

The Siamese wished to  marel;
through his country to make war



Answer,

Juestion.

Answer,

Luestion,

Answer.

Question.

Answer.

H i

on the Burmabs, The King of
Queda is tributary to the King of
Siam and ought to have allowed
the Siamese a passage through his
country.

I helieve the Siamese soldiers com-
mitted great havoe in the K. of
Queda’s dominions and compelled
him to fiy.

Is it not disgraceful for a King to
quit his country like a coward in-
stead of defending it.

Yes, certainly.

Would the English make war on
the Siamese if they invaded Queda,
and what would the English do if
a war took place between the two
countries.

I cannot answer that question. The
King of Queda is an ally of ours :
it is the English custom to defend
their  friends and place them in
safety. Should the King of Siam
become our ally then your question
15 easily answered.

What would the English do in that
Case,

They would do all in their power
to effect a peace between the two
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Luestion.
Question.
Answer,
Question,
: Answer,

4

r

:

%,

Vil :
Question.

29

countries in such a way that bhoth
Kings should come off with honor.
The English have often done this
hefore, and have saved much blood.
It is their wish that nations shanld
be at rest.

Good.

Has the Ambassador much trade

on board.

To my certain knowledge not a
pin’s worth.

I was told that he had.

Whoever told you so, told a false-
hoood and wished to throw disere-
dit on the Ambassador.
neath an Ambassador’s
dignity to trade, or the dignity of
any man in an official situation,
in our King's service. An officer
would be degraded and dismisse]
his employments were it known
that he had anything to do witl
trade.  When out of the King's
service & man may trade as much
as he pleases. Trade with us is
always considered respectable when
not connected with the King's
Serviee, for both cannot be attended
to faithfully.

Very just,

It is he-
English
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l” Bengal Political FORT WILLIAM 27th June 1823,

Conspliations,
Rangm 123, vol, 42, ——— _— e .=

¥o. 13,
To G. Swivtoy Esqr.

Foll. Depr. - |
ot Secretary to the Govt.

Sir,

® Ser priated ac- Having in the annexed Journal®* of my
eount of Crmpfurds o : e Tains e o
Pl F.r”'“-“ Ings Even u:.: mmple n.u:mt,n & of every
circumstance relating to my intercourse and

negociations with the Governments of Sinm

and Cochin China, T shall confine myself in

this report to exhibiting a general view of the

condition of these countries and of the political

1 results of the Mission, reserving all detailed and

minute statements for other opportunities.

1. Beginning with Siam which became
the first object of enquiry, this kingdom, al-
though reduced in its geographical limits within
the last half century by the encroachments of
the Burmans, is probably at present a country
of more solid strength and resources than at
any former period of its history. [Its ter-
ritory is of very irregular form and it would
be difficult or impossible in the present state of
| our knowledge to give a true estimate of its
| superficies, The Siamese race extends however

to the south as fur as 7° North latitude, and
the Malavan tributaries of Siam as far as 3°.
\ To the North, the extreme confines of the
\ Simese territory extend, as far as we conld
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learn, to latitude 25°. On the Bay of Bengal,
however, the Siamese territories reach at pre-
sent no further than the port of Tavoy belong-
ing to the Burmans in Latitude 13° North and
Longitude 98° FEast. On the East coast of
the Gulf of Siam its territories extend to Lati-
tude 11° and to Longitude 104° East as far
as the port and town of Athien or Kang-Kao,
which itself is in possession of the Cochin
Chinese. The neighbours of the Siamese to
the North West are the Pegu or Mon race.
subject to the Burmans; to the North the
Burmans and Chinese of the Province of
Yunan ; and to the East and South East the
Kambojans and Cochin Chinese.

2. The principal race inhabiting the

Siamese territory consists of six distinet nations,
vizt : the proper Siamese ; the Lao or Laos :
the Pegu or Mon ; the Kamhojans ; the Malay
and the Chinese. The whole population ae-
cording to the best aceounts which [ conld
obtain amounts to about 000,000 in the fol-
lowing proportions.

Siam and Lao (considered equally

populous) ... eee 200,000
Peguers ... vas 12,000
Kambojans 50,000
}In[ays & 15,000
Chinese ... 53 e ot 700,000

5,142,000

m—
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3. The proper Siamese race inhabits
generally the alluvial tract of the Me-nam at the
upper end of the Gulf. The Lao race inhabits
the territory Iving to the North of these. sind
generally from the latitude of 18° to 25°
They have long been subject to the Siamese
and speak a dialect of the same language.
The Peguers are a small remnant of that race
who have sought refuge under the Siamese
Government from the greater tyranny of the
Burmans, by whom about fifty vears [ago]
they were conquered. The ancient kingdom
of Kamboja was about 36 years ago dismem-
bered. A portion of it then fell into [the]
hands of the Siamese, a much larger one into
those of [the] Cochin Chinese, and a portion
still remains independent under its own race of
kings. This event explains how the Kambo-
Jans came to form a portion of the subjects.
The Malay States tributary to Siam are five in
number, two of these, vizt. Pera and (Jueda
are situated upon the West Coast of the Penin-
sula, and three—Patani, Tringanu and Kalantan
upon the East.  All these have unquestionably
been more or less dependent upon Siam from
the earliest knowledge of Europeans.

4. The Chinese whose numbers are at
present so great, are scattered over every part
of the country in the same manner as they are
found among the islands of the Indian Archi-
pelago.  They are chiefly however found at
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the seats of commerce and industry, engaged
in the smelting and manufacture of iron, in the
eulture of pepper, in the culture of the sugar
cane and manufacturg of sugar, and in trade.
At Bangkok, the capital, it is supposed they are
equally numercus with the native population.
In the end of the 17th century I find their
numhbers nowhere rated at above 4 or 5,000,
About 30 yvears ago there sat upen the throne
of Siam a king of the half Chinese race, and
it was throngh the extraordinary encouragement
which he gave to his countryvmen that they
were induced to resort to the country and
settle iL in such numbers. This extraordinary
accession of Chinese population constitutes
almost the only great and material change
which has taken place in the state of the king-
dom during many centuries.

3. The natural advantages of Siam in
point. of harbours, rivers and internal naviga-
tion are very considerable. The navigation of
the Gulf itself is one of the safest and easiest
in the Eastern Seas. On its west coast are the
ports of Sungora and Ligor, and that of Bandon
less known. This last is formed by the mouth
of a river, wheve there is 14 or 15 fest water
and which is therefore navigable for vessels of
considerable burden. At the head of the bay
nre three ports formed by the three embouch-
ures of the Me-nam. At {ie western and the
middle one of these, called Mek-long and Ta-
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chin, no more than eight feet water are Found
at spring tides, so that they are inaccessible to
vessels of any considerable burden. The
eastern branch of the Me-nam, or that of
Bangkok, is the great port of Siam. This is
navigable with ease and safety to all merchant
vessels under 250 tons.

6. Towards the eastern coast of the Gulf
we determined by actual survey the merits
of one harbour, that of the Si-Chang islands,
From this indeed down to the latitude of
11° the coast is so thickly crowded witl
islands, having navigable channels and good
anchorage between them, that it may almost
he looked upon as one great harbour through-
out. The principal ports of native commerce
in this quarter are Chautabun and Tungyai, the
principal seats of the culture and trade of.
pepper, cardamums and gamboge.  Chanta humn,
the most important, has an extensive Chinese
population engaged in the pepper enlture. The
town is about 15 miles up a small river, which
has no more than 5 feet as its entrance, hut
off this, where there is shelter behind the
neighbouring islands, it has water enongh for
ships of considerable size. To these ports the
Siamese do not admit strangers.

7. The conquests of the Burmans have
nearly cut the Siamese off from all connection
with the Bay of Bengal. In this direction they
possess anly the ports of Junk Cevion and
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Bang-ri, at present very little frequented.
Tavoy and Mergui, the principal ports, are in
the hands of the Burmans, and the inhabi-
tants in this quarter being a conquered and
dissatisfied people these are of little use to
themselves or to strangers. Their exclusion
from the navigation of the Bay of Bengal
affords a subject of great uneasiness to the
Siamese Court and to regain possession of
their ports in that quarter is at present one
of the great objects of its ambition and
poliey.

8. The facilities for internal navigation
and intercourse possessed by Siam are also
very considerable. Two great rivers are under
the territory of Siam—the Me-nam and the
river of Kamboja,—but the latter which passes
through and empties itself within the territory
of Cochin China is comparatively of little im-
portance with the former. It passes however
through Laos and the capital of that country
is situated upon it. The Me-nam and its
branches afford at their mouths conveniences
for navigation of the most favourable nature
overa track of 70 miles broad and further to
the north over a still wider area. The whole
course of the Me-nam extends to between T
and 800 miles and from the best accounts' we
could collect it appears to be navigable for
boats fit to carry merchandize to the extent of
400 miles. The boats which conduct an in-



107

tercourse with places heyond this are compelled
by the shallowness of the river to wait tl-
period of its rising to proceed in their annual
voyages to the capital.

By the river of Bang-Pakong’ and hy
canals of communication Siam is connected
with Kamboja by a navigation of 20 days,
Several routes cross the Peninsula, and connect
the Bay of Siam with that of Bengal and the
Straits of Malacca. From Queda to Singors
merchandize is earried across the Peninsula on
elephants in five days. From Trang on the
Western to Ligor on the Eastern coast of the
Peninsula the distance by elephants is about
4 davs j;mrne:.*., and a man on foot may travel
dispatch in two.  Another frequented route is
from Punpin, opposite to Junk Cevlon, to
Bandon which is parallel to it on the other
coast. By all these routes verv considerable
quantities of European and Indian merchandize
find their way to Siam. and in particular,
they become outlets of importance to the trade
of Prince of Wales's Island. '

9. In considering this subject | mav
advert to the incaleulable advantages which
would result to general commerce from the
existence of an easy and safe communication
by water between the Gulf of Bengal and Sian.
The result of the enquiries which I made on the
subject is, that such a communication would
be most easily effected and would be most yse-
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ful in about the latitude of 8° North. Between
the head of the river of Bandon, which as
already mentioned admits vessels drawing 14
or 15 feet water, and the head of the river of
Ponga, which itself falls into the western sea
behind Junk Ceylon, and the numerous small
islands in this direction, where there is shelter
from the monsoons, the distance is said to he
but two days’ ordinary journey.  Were such a
communication practicable Siam and Cochin
China would be brought nearer to us hy a
dsitance equal to 16° of latitude, while the
precarious and tedious navigation of the Straits
of Malacea would be altogether avoided.

10. The wide extent of the Siamese
dominions admits of great diversity of soil and
productions, and I believe I may safely say
that no country in the world is more highly
gifted by nature. Its productions in the mi-
uneral, vegetable and animal kingdem are not
only of great variety, but sueh as are well
suited to stimulate commercial enterprize and
attract the resort of foreign nations.

1. In the mineral kingdom the products
are iron, tin, copper, lead and gold. The iron
mines are found at from 200 to 300 miles
distance from the capital and to the North of it
either directly in the neighbourhood of the
river or very near to it. Much of the ore is
imperfectly smelted upon the spot, and in this
state carried down to the capital, where it is
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fabricated into culinary and other utensils
The Chinese have of late years entered with
spirit into the smelting and manufacture of
iron, and consequently it forms at present one
of the most valuable articles of exportation,
and is sent in large quantities to the Malayan
islands, Kamboja and Cochin China. The
small labour at which this product is obtained
in Siam is implied in its price—a picul of the
common bar iron costing no more then 4
Rupees.

12. Tin in Siam is diffused over more
extensive geographical limits than in any other
part of the world, and for productiveness the
mines of Junk Ceylon may be considered to
stand next in rank to those of Banca if they
be not indeed in this respect equal to them.
Neither, however, the mines of this metal nor
those of copper, lead or gold have in Siam
experienced the benefit of the industry and
enterprize of the Chinese, and the produce
therefore is comparatively of small importance.
The tin and gold mines are wrought by the
Siamese, those of copper and lead by some of
the mountain tribes who deliver them as tribute.
The quantity of tin which finds its way to the
capital, and is from thence exported, amounts
to 8,000 piculs or about 500 tons.

13. Although the alluvial tract of the
Me-nam and other spots be highly cultivated,
yet from all I could learn the far greater por-
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tion of the country is covered with primeval
forests. The most valuable productions of
these are teak wood, rose wood, eagle wood
and sapan wood. The teak is of the same
quality with that of Ava, and found indeed
nearly in the same forests, It is floated down
to the capital of Siam often to a distance
of 300 miles. Little of this is exported by
foreigners. The Siamese themselves construet
their large junks of it, and four or five of these
are always to be seen on the stocks at the
capital. A close grained wood of a red colour,
somewhat resembling mahogany, and called by
the Portuguese “piio rosa” or rose wood, is
produced in abundance in the forests of Siam.
This wood which is fit for furniture and orna-
mental purposes is exported in very large
quantities by the Chinese, partienlarly to
Canton and the island of Hai-nan.

14, The most valuable produce of these
forests, however, is probably the dye wood
called Sapan. There is no part of the world
that gives this production in such cheapness or
abundance. Tt forms the dunnage of all the
Chinese junks, and the principal part of the
cargoes of many of them. The precious per-
fume called agila or eagle is obtained in the
islands on the East Coast of the Gulf of Siam
and some of the mountains in the continent.
This commodity, which is in great demand in
all the Western countries of Asia, is believed
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to be the exelusive production of Siam and
Cochin China.

15.  The staple productions of culture are
rice, sugar, pepper and tobacco. The great
rice country is of course the tract subjected to
the inundations of the Me-nam. This portion
of the country is of remarkable fertility and
yields rice with a comparatively small portion
of labour, so that there is no place where in
ordinary vears grain can be had at a cheaper
rate than in Siam.

16. Sugar was first produced in Siam
from the cane about 13 years ago, when the
Chinese, in consequence .of some additional
privileges conferred upon them by the Court,
entered upon the cultivation of the cane. In g
very few years therefore the commodity began
to be exported and such has been the rapidity
of the growth of this branch of industry that
it is reckoned that at present not less than
80,000 pieuls are annually exported.

17.  Pepper is another article the eulture
of which is in the hands of the Chinese. The
East Coast of the Gulf about the latitude of
117 and 12° are the countries in which this
branch of agriculture is successfully carried
on. The quantity of this article which is
exported, and almost entirely to China, is about
60,000 piculs, which is four times the quantity

a

produced upon Prince of Wales's Island, and
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equal to the whole production of the West
Coast of Sumatra, herctofore considered to
afford the great hulk of all the pepper of com-
merce. The Siumese Minister informed me
himself that upwards of 40,000 piculs were
annually given in as tribute to the King. The
branch of revenue arising from this monopoly
is realized nearly on the same prineiples as the
forced deliveries of the Duteh in this same
production, in coffee and in other articles.

18. I have enumerated the article of
tobacco merely to show by its example that
a favourable and extraordinary start has of
late years taken place in the industry of the
country. Twenty years ago this commodity
was chiefly imported from Java, but at present
the Siamese, who are great consumers of this
drug, produce not only enough for their own
consumption, but export a considerable quantity
to Kamhoja and to Cochin China.

19. The same portion of the country
which produces pepper, produces also large
quantities of gum gamboge and cardamoms,
the latter of a fine quality and in great esteem
amongst the Chinese. Benjamin is produced
chiefly in the kingdom of Lao and has of late
years heen exported in considerable quantities.
This is a commodity which has commonly been

supposed to be peculiar to the Islands of
Sumatra and Borneo.
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20.  Of animal produets a remarkable
variety applicable to the purposes of commoree
18 afforded by Siam. The Chinese deal ex-
tensively in almost all of them. These consist
of hides, peltry, horns, bones, ivory, feathers,
salt fish, stick lac and esculent birds nests,

21.  The hides consist principally of deer
skins, of which the Dutel used in former times
to take from Siam to Jupan about 150,000 a
ar, with buffalo or elephant’s and rhinoceros’
]lli!l"\. The pelery consists of tiger, leopard,
otter amd eat skins.,  Besides the horns ex-
ported for ceonomical uses, rhinoeeros horns
and deers antlers iy a peculiar stave of their
formation are exported hy the Chinese for
their supposed medicingl  virtues.  OF hones,
an inMnense quantity is carried to China. o few
of them for medicinal purposes, but by far the
greater quantity to be sromnd down and nsed
#s a dressing for the highly eultivated but
exhausted soils of some of the most populons
districts of Ching.

22, Stick lae of the finest quality which
is any where to be found forms a very valu-
able product. It is chiefly obtained from Lao
and the northern parts of the country. Of
this production not less than 18,000 piculs are
annually sent to China,

23.  One valuable article remains still to
be mentioned ; culinary salt, which is produced
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in a degree of excellence and cheapness which
is nowhere exceeded. This commodity is
manufactured in the districts lving upon the
central and western extremes of the Me-nam.
The whole is obtained by solar evaporation.
and the peculiar fitness of the soil and elimate
for the manufacture is sufficiently indicated
not only by the cheapness of the salt, but hy
the size and purity of its erystal.  This com-
modity 1s brought to the capital and easily
distributed over the most populous parts of the
country by means of the innumerable canals
or small rivers which intersect the tract of
inundation.  The traffic in it indeed constitutes
the largest branch of native commerce.

24.  After this brief sketch of the pro-
ductions of Siam, | shall offer a still shorter
one of the foreign wares and products which
the Siamese take in exchange for them. These
consist generally of the manufactures of
China. From the Chinese the Siamese receive
manufactured silks, common earthen ware in
large quantity, with a little fine porcelain, tea,
paper, toys and certain articles of wearing
apparel.

25. From Western India they receive
opium, cotton piece goods and a small quantity
of embroidered silks. Of opium. from the
best information I could obtain. the ammual
consumption seeins to he abhout 200 chests,
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The whole of this is the product of our Bengal
Provinces, and indeed I believe that no other
deseription of opium  has ever heen  tried
m the Sinmese market, Notwithstanding the
enhanced price the consumption has been in-
creasing from vear to vear with the inereas.
g foreign commerce of the country. The
eurrent price previons to the late extraordinary
rise was 5,000 ticals a chest. Allowing this
price for the quantity consumed. it appenrs
that the Siamese pav a million of ticals « veuar
for our opium or about & milion and » quarter
of Caleutta rupees,

26.  The cotton piece goods of India. espe-
cially the chintzes of Surat and the Coromandel
Coast, appear from time immemorial to have
been articles of considerable demand.  About
the capital especially a very large proportion
is clothed with these articles. I have been
informed that the annual quantity either im-
ported direct by European vessels, brought by
Junks from Batavia and the Straits of Malacca,
or across the Peninsula, does not fall short of
five hundred bales.

2i. Of European manufactures those
most in demand among the Siamese are white
cotton goods, cheap woollens. fire arms and glass
ware.  The taste for this class of commoditios
appeared to me to be so general amongst the
Siamese that nothing seemed wanting to give
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the branch of trade connected with it value

and stability but a moderate share of freedom
and security.

28. It would be satisfactory to me to be
enabled to lay before Government a detailed
estimate of the import and export trade of
Siam, and while I was upon the spot I spared
no pains to obtain materials for it.  With
respect to the prineipal articles my enquiries
“were not unattended with suecess. but from
the character of the Government and the
nature of my own situation it was impossible
to procure any statement approaching to com-

pleteness or aceuracy.

Instead therefore, of submitting to Goy-
ermnent such imperfect materials as [ obtained
I shall prefer the plan of giving an account of
the number. tommage and  character of the
shipping engaged in the forcign trade of Siam,
Such a sketeh T hope will afford the best data
for estimating the commercinl capacities of
the country and the real amount of its foreign
trade, which upon the whole appears to me to
exceed that of any countey in India, not under
the protection of an European Government,
with the exception of China. Nearly the whole
of this trade centres in the river Me-nam and
the port of Bangkok. Chantabun, the most
considerable port on the castern shore of the
Gealf, is nearly shut against foreim tradz, and
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that which is carried on at the ports of Ligor
and Sungora on the Western Coast, is not
very considerable.

29, The foreign trade of Siam s
conducted with China, Cochin China and
Kamboja, certain native ports of the Indian
Islands, Batavia, the European ports in the
Straits of Malacea, British India and Ame-
rica.

30.  Of all these the trade with China is
incomparably of the greatest value and amount.
This is conducted with almost every port of
that great country, being by no means confined,
like the trade of Europeans, to one part of that
empire, or two at the most. The trade with
the Province of Canton, including the Island
of Hoinan and Fokien is the most considerable,
but there is also a trade earried on with the
more Northern provinces of Chi-Kiang and
King-nan.

31. The greater number of the junks
engaged in this trade are constructed in the
river of Siam, where from 8 to 10 are annually
built. Their size usunally depends upon the
nature of the Chinese port with which they are
connected, the bulkiness or otherwise of the
article suited to each particular market, and
other considerations. [t varies from 1,600
piculs or 100 tons up to 15,000 piculs or near
L00O tons.  Of the latter description are two
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juiks helonging to the King of Siam, which
proceed annually to Canton, and under pretext
of an Embassy are loaded with merchandize
exempt from duties. Of the larger desecription
generally from 18 to 21 junks helong to the
King of Siam himself or the Princes and other
persons about his Court. All these vessels,
with very trifling exceptions, are commanded
and navigated by Chinese.

32. The trade of Cochin China and
Kamboja is chiefly conducted with the ports
of Saigun and Kangkao, and compared to
the latter is very inconsiderable indeed in
point of amount. These junks are also
exclusively navigated by Chinese mariners.
The main exports from Siam are iron and
the imports raw silk.

33. Palembang in Sumatra and some
of the ports on the north and west coasts
of Borneo, the Island of Celebes and the
Straits of Malacea are the places in the Indian
Archipelago which have a commercial in-
tercourse with Siam. The imports in this
intercourse are gold and certain descriptions
of native cloth, and the exports, iron, salt
and oil.

With Batavia the trade is carried on in
Chinese junks of about 7,500 piculs burthen,
and with Singapore, Malacca and Penang in
the same description of vessels, seldom averag-
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ing beyond 5,000 piculs.

34. The trade with British India is con-
ducted principally from Surat and Bombay,
and occasionally from Bengal. During the
long war with France, when every other
branch of this trade ceased, the Surat ships,
generally from two to three amnually, conti-
nued to frequent the port of Bangkok. The
supercargoes of these vessels have generally
been Parsees or Mohamedans. They have
commonly imported gold and silver, silk
tissues, and printed cloths, the manufacture
of Western India, and have carried away gam-
boge, eagle wood, sapan wood and, of late
vears, sugar.

35. The American trade began in 1818
with one ship. In 1819 there came three
ships and 1821 four ships. In 1822 there
was but one ship, the appearance of which
was accidental, and she ecarried away but a
small portion of a cargo. The Americans
have indeed of late years in a great measure
retired from the Indian trade in geveral ;
but, I have no doubt, have abandoned that of
Siam in particular from the vexations res-
traints to which they have found themselves
exposed.

36. The following sketch will exhibit a
general view of the whole of the foreign trade
of Siam.
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Pieuls.
To the Port of Canton—8 junks
averaging 10,875 pienls . . 87,000

To the Ports of Hai-nan 40 small

Junks averaging 2,800 piculs . 112,000
To the Ports of Fo-kien, Che-Kiang

and Kiang-nan 32 junks ave-

raging 9,500 piculsea. . . 304,000
To Batavia 3 junks of 7,500 piculs

ea. e s 5 Ty
To Malacea and Penang 5 junks

averaging 5,000 piculs ea, . 25,000
To Singapore 27 small junks ave-

raging to 15,000 piculs each . 40,500
To China from Ligor 2 junks at

6500 . . . . . . . 13000
From Chantibun to China . . . 604,000
1 junk of . . . 4.000

From Bang Kok to Saigun in Cochin
China 18 junks averaging 850
pleulseach:. .. ., . 15,300

Pieuls . . 23300

37, Allowing 16 piculs to each ton, it
appears by this statement that the native trade
of Siam conducted exclusively by the Chinese,
will amount to near 39,000 tons, and that
supposing the Chinese vessels require, as is
probable, three times the number of mariners
that an European vessel does, that this trade
gives employment to above 8,000 hands.
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38. If to this Chinese trade be added
800 tons annually for the American trade, and
1,000 for that of British India, and we conjec-
ture that the Native Malayan trade also amounts
to about this last sum, then we shall have an
aggregate for the whole trade of 41,800 tons.

39. The Government of Siam, of which
[ am next to give a sketch, is as complete an
example of despotic power vested in one man as
can well be imagined. Its influence pervades
the whole frame of society, and the effects of
its mischievous interference are everywhere
discoverable. The King is not only the head
of the State, but also of the church. There is
no hereditary nobility nor hereditary priest-
hood, nor indeed any other check whatever to
his arbitrary will. The superstition of his
subjects has clothed his person with super-
natural attributes. Matters relating to himself
or to his Government are spoken of by them
only mysteriously or in whispers. Thus his
name is, for example, never mentioned, and
it is pretended is unknown, except to a few
favourite courtiers.

40. The administration of the Siamese
Government is complex, but more formal and
regular in detail than might be expected.
There are nine grades of official nobility or
titled persons descending from the Governors
of provinces in regular gradation to the lowest
officer of the Government.
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41. All the male population of Siam are
by law considered the slaves or servants of the
State, and compelled to give it their gratuitons
labour in whatever form it may be exacted
from the age of 21 upwards for four months
in each year or in other words for one third of
their future existence. The persons exempt-
ed from this oppressive law are the whole
officers of Government, the priesthood slaves,
and amongst strangers, the whole Chinese po-
pulation, but they only, for the Burmans, the
Peguans, the Kambojans and even the des-
cendants of the Portuguese Christians, are
subject to this servitude. For those who are
liable to it an exemption can only be purchased
by a heavy pecuniary commutation.

The system by which the population is
organized and arranged for the purpose of
rendering the forced services of the people
available, forms the most important ohject of
Siamese administration. To effect this the
whole body of the people is divided into two
equal parts designated the right and left hand
sides. The two chief Ministers of Government
preside respectively over these and the inferior
officers commonly take their titles, such as
centurion, decurion, &c., from the number of
the divisions or sub divisions over which they
exercise authority. +

43. The two great executive officers of
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the Siamese Government are known in the
language of the country by the names of the
Kalahom and Chalri. The first is Chief of
the judicial and military branches of the
administration, supposed, under this despotic
government, to have a natural relation to each
other, and more especially superintends the
Government of the Southern provinces of the
empire. The second superintends the fiscal
department of the administration and is vested
at the same time with the peculiar charge of
the northern provinees,

44. Under the Kalahom or chief of the
right hand, are the principal judge and the judge
of the palace, and under the Chakri or chief of
the left hand, the superintendent of the land
revenue and the Prah-Klang. This last has
charge of all matters connected with trade and
the royal monopolies, and as the Siamese Gov-
ernment recognizes no foreign relation but what
is connected with trade, he is also by implica-
tion, the Minister of the affairs of Strangers.
The Portuguese corruptly write his name Ber-
kalong. [Its meaning in the Siamese language
as I have written it is, Lord or Chief of the
Magazines or Warehouses, and it is expressive
of the nature of his functions.

45. Such was the Siamese Government
from early times down to the reign of His
Present Majesty, who although he has permitted
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the mere form to exist has made great innova-
tions upon it. The two chief executive officers
of the Siamese Government are no longer of
any consequence, for under the title of Krom
or Superior Lord, the King has appointed four
individuals of high rank, his own immediate
relations, to superintend and direct the different
branches of the administration, placing the
ancient officers under their authority. The first
of these has jurisdiction over the palace and
is the counsellor and personal adviser of the
Soverereign. The second superintends the
whole judicial administration of the Kingdom :
the third the military administration and the
fourth trade and the royal monopolies. Of
the two latter the first superintends the
general affairs of the western and southern
provinces, and the last of the eastern or those
assigned for the forced culture and delivery
of pepper, cardamom and other articles of
agricultural produce. The person holding
the last office at present is Krom Chiat,
the eldest and illegitimate son of the King,
and the Prah Klang, with whom it was that
we negociated, is his deputy, as well as his
confidential agent.

46.  This outline of the Siamese Govern-
ment may be filled up by a brief review of
the administration of justice, of the military

force, of the revenue, and of the state of
religion.
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47.  The administration of justice is more
solemn and methodieal than might be expected
among such a people. There exist distinet
conrts for the administration of Civil and Cri-
minal law. Among the Governors of Provinces
the hereditary and military princes alone have
the power of life and death. No capital exe-
cution can  take place elsewhere without a
warrant of the Court, and in all cases there is
an appeal to the chief judge. All evidence is
taken upon oath and the law  proceedings
which are operose and tedious are invariably
committed to writing,  The Siamese laws them-
selves exist in the form of a written code.

48.  Fines and stripes constitute the chief
punishments in Siam for all offences and the
latter can be very generally ® Corporal punish-
ment however is so very frequent among all
classes that the infliction of it is hardly con-
sidered as an affront.

49, Upon the whole, I believe that the
administration of the laws at Siam under His
present Majesty is not ferocions or vindictive,
but rather of a mild character. No eapital
punishment took place during the four months
we were at the place. and for the two vears
hefore it, there had been but three, and these
for very heinous offenses.

0. The military  foree is taken with
litthe selection from the gencral levy of the
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people which I have already described. The
Siamese are evidently of a timid and cowardly
character, and have no military virtues, except
perhaps their ready submission to authority
and the capacity of their physical frames to
support privation and fatigue. The organiza-
tion and discipline of their armies is purely
native and, unlike the people of Western Asia,
or their neighbours the Cochin Chinese, they
have learned nothinz from Europeans except
a rude acquaintance of fire arms. The few
troops we saw about the capital were clothed
in an uniform dress and armed with muskets.
It is probable that they were a selection, but
notwithstanding, thev were extremelv wretched.
The principal part of the army is alwaysy
npon the Burman frontier. and this I am told =
amounts usually to not less 30,000 men.  The
Siamese have no apprehension of invasion from
any other quarter and the consequence is that
the capital is almost defenceless.  Fire arms
us they are purchased are constantly sent to the
northern frontier. and no cannon is mounted
upon the walls of the palace. T enguired the
cause of this last circumstance of one of the
naturalized Mahomedans, who informed me
that it was a precaution taken from apprehen-
sion of treachery, a fact which points directly
at the extreme weakness of the Government.

51. The revenues of the Siamese Goy-
ernment are derived from the Corvees or
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forced services, from a land tax, from certain
excise duties, from Custom House duties, from
monopolies, and from a capitation tax upon
one class of its population.

52. The foreed serviees, although not in
proportion productive to the State, are of all
others the heaviest tax upon the people. The
most  misehievous ingenuity. indeed, could
hardly devise a scheme more destructive of
industrious habits and adverse to public pros-
perity than a system which devotes, as this
virtually does, to the arbitrary. prodigal and
capricions will of the servants of Governmment,
one third portion of the manhood of almost all
its subjects. There was a period in the history
of the Siamese when matters were still worse,
for 1 find on reference to all the Eunropean
writers.of the 17th Century, that by the ancient
constitution of the Kingdom the period of the
foreed services was in their times 6. instead of
4 months in the year, as at present. The
favourable change whieh reduced it to the
Intter took place in the commencement of the
reign of the latz King or about 30 vears ago,
and with the exeeption of the influx of Chinese
and the privileges conferred upon them, seems
the only material change which has taken
place in the condition of Siamese society
during the period of the three centuries that
Europeans have been acquainted with it. The
whole male population of Siam, supposed to be
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linble to the military and other forced services,
is considered to amount to six hundred thousand.
The annual labour of an adult is considersd
worth eightyv-four piculs of rice or 126 ticals
(s, 157),

53, The land tax is small and anprodue-
tive in proportion as the personal serviees are
heavy and disturb or destroy the industrious
habits of the people, and their natural devotion
to rural oceupation.

4. The proprietory  right of land re-
teemed from a state of nmature and ander
culture is considered to be vested in the Sove-
reign.  Uncultivated land is too extensive in
proportion to the population to be claimed hy
any one. The value seems to be stated by the
Stite not upon the land but upon the people
or their labour. This is obvious in its rude
and barbarous appropriation at one period of
Sinmese history of a half and now of a third
of the whole male labour of the country. It
is for the same reason and not from any
feelings of political jealousy, as some have
supposed, that the Siamese Government inter-
dicts its population from emigration. The
loss of every individual appears to the Goy-
ernment 2 loss of palpable and available reve-
nue, and it ealeulates upon the loss of a subject
nearly in the same way as the proprietor of
slaves would on  the clopement of a slave,
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This principle, I have no doubt, is the source
of the similar laws on the same subject which
exist in China and Cochin China, however they
may be explained by strangers or by natives.

55.  Although the soil be considered the
property of the Sovereign, dwelling houses and
other buildings with fruit trees are held to be
private property, and may be bonght or sold,
or transmitted as inheritance.

A, The land tax is levied in  kind,
and the principle on which it is imposed is,
I think, among Asiatic Governments peculiar.
It is not a tax proportioned to the rent or
proportioned to the produce, but a tax upon
the superficies without regard to the quality
of the land, provided it be cultivated.  Nothing
but its extreme moderation could render a tax
of this sort tolerable. Upon a Siamese measure
called a sen, consisting of 20 fathoms to a side,
there is levied a vearly tax of 2} measures
of riee in the husk. The result of this by
ecalenlation, is that an acre of ecultivated land
pays 650 1hs. of clean rice, worth on an average
of several vears 35, Ll per cent.

A7, Besides the tax paid in kind on the
principle now mentioned, there is universally
paid a tax on certain fruit trees and other
productions of the soil, which is one of the
prineipal sources of the revenue. The amount
of this varies with the nature of the tree or
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product. The Durian, a fruit highly esteemed
by the Siamese, pays 1 tical for each tree,
while the mango pays no more than sn eighth
part of this amount.  Among the products thus
taxed are the tobacco and the sugar cane, the
first paying Ith of a tical for each hundred
plants, and the last a quarter of a tical for eacl
bed.

8. The excise duties, if 1 may give themn
this name, consist of a tax on spirits, which is
very productive, although the use of spirituous
liqguor be contrary both to law and religion ;
a tax on gambling : on shops ; on fisheries and
the slaughter of animals, altho' this last be
most rigidly forbidden by the theory of the
religion and law of the countrv. All of these
are Farmed and it was not difficult therefore to
aseertain their amounts.

9. The passion For spirituous liquors
among the Siamese seems to prevail in propor-
tion as it is interdictad to them by religious
duties. In proof of this the publie farm sells
in the town of Bangkok alone for 102,000 ticals
or 127,400 Rupees.

60.  The tax on gambling is an universal
source of revenue throughout the country.
The Siamese are addicted to gambling, and the
Chinese still more. The amount of this tax is

commonly considered equal to that of the tax
(i :¢|1il‘it:-.
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61. A specific duty is levied on all shops.
including the floating houses and the numerous
boats wpon the river, which are used as shops.
This tax is rated acconding to the nature of the
trade which the owner of the shop conducts,

62, The tax on fisheries I think is levied
only on the Me-nam. The slanghter of the
animals is confined to that of hogs. There is
no point of their religion in which the Siamese
are so rigid as that which interdicts taking
animal life, but the great inerease in the number
of Chinese seems to have driven them in some
measure even from this point. Great quanti-
ties of poultry are therefore daily exposed for
sale, and 200 hogs are daily slaughtered in the
market of Bangkok, the flesh of which is
publicly hawked ahout in the streets and on
the Me-nam.

63, The Custom House duties consist of
mposts upon goods imported and exportedl.
and duties upon tonnage or measurement. The
imposts upon goods often purport to be an
ad valorem duty but rudely assessed. U pon
the import cargo of European vessels it is
levied as a percentage upon the whole value,
as appraised by the officers of Government.
With respect to the tonnage or measurement
duty it varies with the place or nation with
which the trade is condueted. The dircet
tradde with the continent of China and which is
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really carried on by the native shipping of the
port of Bangkok, is on that account free from
all impost whether on goods or tonnage. The
Junks trading with Hai-nan, and which actually
belong to the ports of that Island, pay a
measurement duty at a certain fixed rate per
fathom of the breadth of the beam, and Euro-
pean vessels twice as much. The amount of
the revenue derived from the Customs it was
Found impracticable to obtain.

G4, The Capitulation tax is confined to
the Chinese and upon these is levied only oI
the adult male population which ineludes
men from 20 and upwards. In the city and
province of Bangkok the number of persons
paying the tax is 31000, and it is thought
that in all Siam there is much evasion. The
amount for each individual is 2 tieals annually,
with a small commission to the Collector.
Every Chinese who pavs receives a receipt and
o badge which he wears upon his wrist, and
which. if he is seen without, he is liable to be
seized and made to pay again.

63, The wmonopolies exercised by the
Siamese Govermment constitute, it js pn;bubk-
the most extensive source of jts revenue,
These monopolies, to its credit. do not extend
to any of the great articles constituting the
necessaries of life, such as grain, salt or oil,

but principally embrace such commodities as



133

are demanded in foreign markets of articles
of luxury. In the greater number of them
also the monopoly is not very rigid and after
specified quantities of some others are deliver-
ed, the trade is left free. The following are
the principal commodities subject to monopoly,
pepper, cardamoms, gamboge, sapan wood,
eagle wood and benjamin, ivory, tin, esculent
nests and turtles eggs.

6. A few of these articles are delivered
as revenue but more generally the King, in
the manner practised by the Duteh and for-
merly by ourselves, affects to pay for the com-
modity, actually however, as may be supposed.,
giving creatly less than its intrinsic value.
Thus for example he pays at Chantabun 10
ticals for pepper which is worth 20 at Bangkok.
I may here ohserve, however, that the produc-
tion of this article in particular. being in the
hands of the Chinese, the Government is com-
pelled to give a more liberal !|lri|-i.l- than usnal
and in 1821 it was compelled to raise it by no
less than 2 ticals. The operation of this prin-
ciple has of course been favourable even to
the Government itself and is sufficient with
the favourable character of the soil and eli-
mate to account for the great production of
this commodity, which I have already alluded
to. For transporting the produce of these
monopolies to the capital very large establish-
uents are constantly kept up.
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67. After this summary of the articles
composing the royal revenues I shall attempt
to estimate as far as practicable the amount of
them, with a view of conveying some notion

of the resources of the kingdom.

Land Tax ... M3,

Spirit Farm ...

Gambling Farm

Farms of Shop Tax
Fisheries of the Me-nam
Capitulation of the Chinese
Monopoly of esculent nests

Profits on Monopoly of Sapan Wood
at 14 per picul upon 150,000
piculs ...

Profits on monopoly of tin at 15
ticals upon 4,000 piculs

Profits on Monopoly of Pepper on
40.000 piculs ...

Profits on Monopoly of minor arti-
cles ns Eagle Wood, Carda-
moms, Lead, Ivary, and gam-

boge ...
Custom House duties with profits
upon commercial operations un-

connected with the Monopolies
conjectured at

e

258.000
264,000
260,000
165,000

64,000
200,000
00,0010

225000

G000

320,000

110,000

200,000

————

Total Tieals

2,926,000
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68. By this rough statement the revenue
of the Siamese Government will amount, when
reduced to rupees, to two millions seven hun-
dred and eighty-two thousand five hundred,
and will appear to afford resources of no small
moment for such a state of society.

8.  The expenses of the Government are
from its character and nature .by no means in
proportion. The universal conseription saves
if not the whole at least a great share of the
expense of maintaining the army, as well as
every deseription of public establishient. The
value of this to the Government upon an
estimate of the value of labour thronghout the
country eannot be much less than 7,344,000
ticals or 9,180,000 rupees a vear,

70,  The servants of the state of all ranks,
with a few exceptions, instead of receiving
regular salaries, are left in a measure to prey
upon the people. The fixed mode of remune-
ration is a tithe upon the collection, and all
the officers of Government are entitled to the
gratuitous services of a stated number of the
common conseription.  The pernicious influ-
ence of this system is so extensive at the
capital that there exists no such thing as free
labor, for the labor of every ind'vidual is ap-
propriated by some Chief or other, without
whose approval he cannot work, and when he
serves with it, he must pay o fine or shave of
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his wages for this privilege. This extends not
only to the ordinary peasantry, but to artificers
of every deseription. Notwithstanding this
apparent economy there is I have been told
seldom above 160,000 ticals or 200,000 rupees
in the Royal treasury. The capricious and
ostentatious expense of the Court itself, and
the frequent largess given to the priests are
the great sources of expenditure,

7l. The institutions connected with re-
ligion have an extraordinary influence upon the
character of the Government and of the people.
There is no country, it appears to me, in which
religion forms so much the business of life as
in Siam. It is said that there are five thousand
priests at the capital, and not less than 50,000
throughout the kingdom. It is a peculiarity
of the Buddhist religion, as it is established in
Siam, that every man from the King down-
wards must, onee in his life, be ordained to the
priesthood  and pass a certain time in  the
exercise of its functions, These priests live
in monasteries, ave condemned to celibacy, and
forbid to labor. These monasteries, “'I.:I.I:l.'.]l are
by far the most splendid buildings in the king-
dom, are not endowed with lands or any fixed
revenue,  The priests are fed and elothed
from the casnal and voluntary charity of the
people, but such is the devotion of the Siamese,
that this proves an ample fund. The priests
therefore, live in a degree of comfort which is
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unknown among the people.  Throughout the
whole of their immense body a system of rigid
subordination and discipline is observed from
the high priest down to the neophyte. The
Government names all the priesthoed, contri-
butes in a great degree to their support, and
being in this state of dependence, and destitute
of hereditary privileges or property, the effect
of their institution is to enhance the arbitrary
power of the Government, and I make little
question but that it is mainly contributive
to the formation of that exquisite and un-
paralleled svstem of despotism which prevails
i Nian.

72, The spirit of their religious institu-
tions is not only diffused over the whole body
of the native population, but extends also to
strangers residing in Siam.  The Chinese espe-
vially, whatever be their religious ereed. profess
themselves Buddhists as soon as they come into
the country, intermarry with the Siamese,
give alms to the priests, frequent the temples,
oceasionally  become priests themselves, and
sacrificing the practice of burving their dead
and erecting costly monuments over them, upon
which in other countries prescribed by the
Buddhist faith even the wonted bigotry of the
Mohammedans s compelled in some measure
to give way; thev often intermarry with
the Siamese, salute the priests of Buddha as
thes pass  them, and pay their court to the



158 -k

Siamese Chiefs and Government by making
frequent offerings to the priests and temples.

73.  On the character which is formed by
these institutions, civil and religions, I shall
offer a few words. The disposition of the
Government seems nearly to level all distine-
tions except those of its own temporary creation.
The lower orders are on a level. and no symptom
is discoverable of the institution of the castes
which forms so characteristic s feature of the
state of society in Hindostan. Independent of
the distinction of nations and tribes the only
other distinetion is that of freemen and slaves.
The latter class according to the information
I have received is numerous. Slaves being hy
law exempted from the foreed services derive
from this cirenmstanee a peculiar value.  They
are not treated with inhomanity. The master
may punish them by imprisonment or moderate
vorporal infliction, but wo person independent
of the laws, is vested with the power of life and
death over them. An extraordinary advance
in latter times in the price of slaves would
seem to imply an important change in the
frame of society. About 50 ticals was in
former periods the price of a good slave, but
at present the averago is about three times this
amount.  This implies an ineveased demand
for labour, which has no doubt been the result
of that freedom from internal disorder and
anarchy, and the angmentation of commerce
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and industry, which have now prevailed for
40 years, since the final expulsion of the
Burmans,

74.  The absence of free labour makes it
a matter of some difficulty to ascertain its
actual price in Siam.  The effect of the con-
seription is of course equivalent to that of a
heavy tax upon it. At the capital the price of
common day labour is as high as a saliing aud
a half or 71 anoas, and carpenters work is paid
at the rate of § a tical or 10 annas a day. which
rates are at least double those of Calentta.
The nominal wages of a common day labourer
at the ordinary price of the highest quality of
grain, were he to labour 28 days in the month,
would purchase mere grain equal to the con-
sumption of 18 individuals. From the nature
of the forced services. however. it is evident
that he cannot be expected to perform produg-
tive labour for above two-thirds of this time.
and that his wages are capable only of afford-
ing food for twelve individuals instead of
cighteen, from whieh again a great reduction
must necessarily be made for the frequent
holidays enjoined hy the Buddhist religion.
Still T fiagine the wages of labour to be amply
patd in Siam, for the hubitations of the Siamese
peasantry are economical, in their diet they
are abstemious, the necessaries of life, consist-
ing of salt, spices and driced fish, remarkahly
cheap, and their elimate is such as to render a
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very small portion of clothing, their dearest
article of expenditure, sufficient.

75. The great quantity of fertile and
appropriated land which exists, while it ocea-
sions a constant demand for labour, no doubt
contributes, along with the tax on labour itself
in the shape of forced services, to raise Wages,
while it prevents the price of provisions from
aldvaneing,

T Mendicity is not frequent in Siam,
and what exists seems to arise out of the
religious institutions of the country. The ex-
pensive alms bestowed upon the priests do not
deserve to come under this name. They are
a voluntary tax paid by the nation towards the
support of its religious institutions, The su-
perfluity of alms given to the priests, however,
is indeed a source of mendicity in the laity,
and with the precepts of the Buddhist religion,
whieh enjoins giving charity among all classes,
i the prineipal cause of begary.  Beggars are
very seldom seen in the streets or public places
on common oceasions; but on holidays when
the temples are open, hundreds of them me v
be observed in these edifices while the priests
and the devout among the laity may be seen
ostentationsly distributing alins among them,
7. The age of marriage with both sexes
seems to be protracted among the Siamese to s
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period unusually late for an Oriental people.
The matter amongst them seems to be regi-
lated as in most European countries, by the
capacity of the parties to form a permanent
settlement.  Persons of rank sometimes marry
sooner, hut it is seldom that matrimonial con-
nections are formed earlier than 21 for the
men and 18 for the women. The conscription
and the waste of life and labor by the priest-
hood. to which the people naturally flv to avoil
conscription, seem to be the principal canses of
these proteacted marringes,

78 From the evidence now adduced |
think it probable that [the] population is not
retrogade or stationary at Siam. but on the
contrary, progressive. and that it is likely to
continue increasing even under its present bad
form of Government, as long as tranguillity
can be maintained.

7% In the year 182) this increase re-
ceived a serious, though I believe only a
temporary check, through the ravages of the
Cholers Morbus.,  This disorder was traced
from Penang and Queda aeross the Peninsula
to Sangora, along the western [shore] of the
Gulf [to] the villages at the mouth of the
Menam, from thence to the capital, from which
it spread in one direction along the banks of
the river until it reached the kingdom of Laos
and in another along the head of the Gulf until
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it found its way to Kamboja and finally w
Cochin China. Its depredations at the capital
lasted no more then 15 days, but in that
short period, appear from all accounts to
have been frightful. The Siamese Minister
informed me that by an investigation insti-
tuted by order of His Majesty. it was found
that 1[5th or as he expressed himself 2 in
10 of the Siamese population of the Town
of Bangkok had been swept off by this
malady, n T

S0.  With reference to the character of
the Siamese in their domestic relations, [ shall
only advert to the condition of the female sex,
The call of the Government for the service of
the men necessarily throws an unusual share
of toil upon the women. They are constantly
to be seen occupied in such deseriptions of
lahour as are the exclusive provinee of the
male sex in other countries. They are for
example employed in the heaviest field labour,
and on the Menam are more frequently seen
than the men rowing and navigating the dif-
ferent descriptions of craft, either employed in
fishing or in traffic. Little concealment or
seclusion is observed with respect to women
of any rank. They go abroad unveiled and
openly, but this apparent indulzence arises
obviously more from the men holding them
cheaply than from any confidence which they
repose in them,
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81, By the suceessful despotism of the
Siamese Government the people have heen
totally disarmed, and from this cause seems to
result much of the servility, supineness, and
thorough submission which mark the Siamese
character, qualities which yet have contributed
perhaps for so many ages to preserve the unity
and national independence of the country, not-
withstanding their degrading operation in the
moral character of the people.

82, The natural effeet of such institutions
as those of the Siamese upon their character is
to render them aneandid, and pusillanimous.
OF persons about the Court we Found rapacity
and dissimulation to be the strongest charae-
teristic. We had reason indeed to believe.
From all we heard. that the lower orders in the
provinees had a far more favourable character.
but those of the capital with whom we had
intercourse were certainly  tainted with the
vices of their superiors,

83. The extravagant national vanity of
all classes, down even to the slave or peasant,
isa part of their character not so ecasily ac-
counted for, unless it may be explained by their
having heen sareounded for ages by conyuoered
e tributary stutes. and their practical ieno
Fauet of all pations] superiority.  This sineular
vanity appears to bhave been ap ateibute of
the Siamese character in all ages, and never
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fails to have been remarked by every European
writer who has treated of it. Although this
temper never breaks out into opprobrious or
insulting langunge or conduct, yet, to say the
least of it, it leads them to underrate all
strangers, and the consequence of this, in our
own  intercourse, was, to say the least of it,
exceedingly inconvenient. Although capable
of performing the most degrading or servile
offices towards their superiors, yet no reason-
able reward would induce them to perform
any menial office for us, and even on the day
on which we were presented at Court, it was
with considerable difficulty and not without
much hesitation that bearers would he allowed
to carey our Palanguins,

84, Considering the timid and even cow-
ardly character which the encrvating nature
of their political institutions has produced, it
may seem at first sight unaccountable to have
conquered and long maintained their supe-
viority over the small but braver tribes hy
whom they are surrounded. This cireum-
stance however seems to me to resolve itself
into the simple fact of superiority of eiviliza-
tiony which implies in a word superiovity  of
resources in wealth and population, with pos-
session of subordination to authority, and
thenee the capacity to a certain extent at least

of acting in concord upon concerted and sys-
tenuitic views
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83. The character of the Siamese in the
conduct of their wars appears in a very un-
favourable light, but if it be any palliation, it
may be asserted that it is no worse than that
of their neighbours, the Burmans. The fron-
tier between them is reduced to desert. Thev
never come to an open and decisive contest
amd their hostilities, even at the highest, seldom
amount to more than a petty warfare of prosts,
One great object seems to be the making of
prisoners, and in careying this into effect. they
are far from confining themselves to persons
under arms, but equally carry off the peasantey
of the open country of hoth sexes.  Their
eommmon practice is to put the leaders to deatl.
andd to consign the meaner captives to hard
labour for life in chains. At the Siamese
capital we daily saw  grent numbers of these
unfortunate persons emploved in sowing, diteh-
ing and other severe lahour,

St. 1 have next to offer a few words an
the political relations of the Siamese.  Of these
their relations with the Burmans., Cochin
Chinese and Chinese only are of any consi-
deration and their connection with our own
Indian empire is next in Iportance.

57, With the Burmans the Stnimese Carry
on an interminable war.  There are. | believe,
now and then, moments of truee, but the armies
on hoth sides are alwavs on the frontier and a
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solid peace seems to be impossible among bar-
barians who view each other with so implacable
a hatred.  In our intercourse with the Siamese
we found that even to mention the name of the
Burmuans was considered a4 kind of incivility
and whenever they allude to them they talk of

“them as a faithless and treacherons race with

whom no terms onght to be kept.  Their pos-
session of a common religion and in general of
common laws and eustoms, sesms to have no

effect in abating this animus,

88, An uninterrupted conrse of cimbassies
subsists hetween the Cochin Chinese and the
Sinmese, vet they are mutnally jealons of each
other.  The dismemberment of the Kingdom of
Kamboja is the principal subject of contention.
Each party has seized a portion of this conutry,
and this having brought them into immediate
contact with each other ®* for dispute or
contention between them.  Their territories
population and resources are probably nearly
equal, but the military strength of the Cochin
Chinese, with the aid of Furopean discipling,
i= infinitely better organized, and is, as well as
the national character, more fit for ageression
andl enterprize than that of the Siamese. I
these two nations should quarrel. although
neither he suited to maintain o permanent do-
minion over the other, vet an ambitions Cochin
Chinese  Prince would find ne ditfienlty in
seizing the Siamese portion of Kamboja, of
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making formidable snroads into the Siamese
territory and especially of destroying or sacking
the capital, which, defenceless as it is. wounld
fall an easy prev to any sudden ineursion. [

89.  Some attempt at a coalition between
the Cochin Chinese and Burmans, a people
between whom there seems never hefore to
have existed any diplomatic or other inter-
course, has been made within the [?last] two
or three vears, Inthe vear 1521 an envoy was
sent from Cochin China to Ava, and by recent
aceounts it is understood that a Mission lLas
heen sent in return from the Burmans,  When
| was at Sai-gun, from which the Cochin
(‘hinese Envoy sailed, 1 endeavoured, but in-
vﬁw*tml]l}'- to obtain a correct acconnt of the
object of his Mission. I could only learn that
hix conduet was in general disapproved of, and
that when he returned he wounld be in consi-
derable rvisk of losing his head. It wonld
appear that when e arrived at Ava, he was
then received as a suspicious person and that
doubts were entertained of his coming direct
from the Court of Coelin China, upon which he
was imprisoned.  The tome detention oceasioned
hy this eireumstance was received by the Cochin
Chinese as a erime, which they were preparing
to punish in the manner | have deseribed.

9, The conneetion of the Siamese with
the Chinese nation, althongh ostensibly politi-
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cal, isin fact purely of a commercial nature.
The territories, indeed. border upon each other.
but remote and thinly inhabited parts of hoth,
These are the kingdom of Lao on the one side,
and the Chinese provinee of Yunan on the
other.  Here some traffic is carried on between
them, and a considerable number of the Chinese
of Yunan have settled at Lanchang, the capital
of Lao, and other towns of the countey. But
the great intereourse is generally maritime and
such as I have already deseribed.  The King
of Siam, although the ecircumstance he not
generally known. acknowledeed himself o tri-
butary of the Emperor of Chini.  His doine
so does not arise from any political necessity or
consideration, or out of any actual dependence
of Siam upon China, but altogether from this
mercenary motive, that the vessels which ecarry
the ambassadors may, under pretext of their
doing so. be exempted from the payment of all
imposts,  With this view two of the largest
deseription of junks, amounting to nearly 1,000
tons each, sail annually from Bangkok to
Canton loaded with merchandize. They carry
sbassadors annually to the Viee Roy  of
Canton and once in three years, these ambas-
sadors go to Pekin, an honor, however, of
which they are not considerad worthy until
they receive a title of Chinese nobility from
the Vice Roy and assume the costume of the
Chinese.  They carey the Chinese Emperor a
golden flower in token of tribute. but receive
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m return gifts to a far greater value. The
vanity of one Court and the rapacity of the
other have long rendered this intercourse u
permanent one,

91.  The relations which subsist between
Siam and European nations are purely com-
mercial, with the exception of the late political
connection with our own, which has resulted
from their recent prosperity and our aceidental
possession of Prince of Wales Island. In my
dispateh respecting the affairs of Queda, I have
explained at cousiderable length the nature.
character, aud consequences of this connection.
I may here repeat that the Siamese, notwith.
standing their numbers and the extent of their
tertitory, are a people whose power can in no
respect b lIﬂII}_"HﬂI'Hﬁ 0 us, even at =o wenk
# point as Prince of Wales Island.  Their
utter want of maritime skill and  resources
renders them not only incapable of any active
and formidable aggression, but deprives them
of the means of harassing and distressing their
neighbours even hy such practieal depredations
as have rendered many of the tribes of the
Indian Islands, of the West Coast of India. amd
of the Persian and Arabian Gulfs troublesome
or even formidable to the peaceable and vicher
nations in their vicinity. In reference to the
immediate relation of the Siamese with our-
selves, there is another matter to he taken mito
consideration.  On the Bay of Bengal or Straits
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of Malacca, where they come into immediate
contact with us, they are nearly destitute of
ports or harbours, and the country in general
iz little better than a wilderness. The strength
and population of Siam lie on the banks of the
Menam, and between this and the points where
they might come into collision with us there
intervene mountains, forests and  marshes
difficult to panss.  Under these cireumstances,
and  considering the timid character of the
Siamese and their thorough want of discipline,
| am firmly and decidedly of opinion that there
is no force with which they could invade the
apposite territory of Queda, setting altogether
aside the more difficult enterprize of invading
Penang itself. that could ever be dangerous
to us, or which might not readily be repelled
by a few companies of sepovs,

92, It is possible, however, that the wva-
nity and ambition of the Siamese, buoved up
by their vecent prosperity, may render them,
while in possession of Queda, for a time at
least although not dangerous vet troublesome
neighbours to us,  Having never measured
their strength with an European enemy, they
will inevitably misecaleulate it. and their arro-
aance will be sure to interpret our forbearance
mto fear and apprebension.  This is a con-
tingeney which may be looked for, while the
requisite. measures for meeting it should he
anticipated.
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95, Should the arrogance of the Sinmese
embarrass us in the manner [ have pointed out
as probable, it appears to me that it will uo-
questionably be the best policy to meet the
difficulty at once. The military preparations
for this purpose may be made on the most
moderate and economical seale. A simul-
taneous attack by a few companies of sepoys
from Penang and the blockade of the Menam
hy 2 or 3 cruizers of the smallest cluss, it
appears to me, will be adequate to every object.
Through the military attack the Siamese would
he driven out of Queda. and cither the legiri-
nute  prince rvestored, or they  themselves
compelled to enter into equal and equitable
conditions of commerce aud friendship with us.
The blockade of the Menam will be the easiest,
safest and most effectual measure that can
well be contemplated.  The squadron will he
secure in the fine harbour of the Sichang group
of Islands of which a survey is in the posses-
sion of Government. and unearly from this
station it will have in its power to intercept.
not only the whole foreign trade of the king-
dom, which ecentres in the Menam and  can
pass by no other route, but the valuable tri-
butes and foreed deliveries which are conveved
to the capital from every part of the Gulf, hut
especially  from its eastern shore.  In that
foreign commerce and these deliveries not
only the Government itself is concerned, but
every individual about the Court, and above
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all those who conduet the intercourse with
strangers have a direct and personal interest.
so that it may be reckoned with certainty that
a few months continuanee of the blokade with-
out inflicting any injury upon  the people,
would enable us to dictate to the Court of Siam
any  conditions which it might he considerel
JUSE OF necessary to impose tpon it.

o When a good understanding is once
established between us amd the Simmese, it
appears to me, as 1 have stated in another place,
that advantages hoth of a commercial amd
political  nature may be gained from  their
friendship. which never can be expected from
that of the Malays. The political connection
it may be reckoned will halance the power of
the Burmans und check the arrogance of that
people which has of late years so often proved
troublesame to us, amd unless I am misinform-
ed, the latest accounts from Ava prove that
the bare knowledge of our Mission to Siam has
already had a tendeney of this nature.

95, Bat it is our commercial relations
alone with Siam whieh are most deserving of
attention. | am tirmly of opinion that there is
no country of ladia in proportion to its extent
and population with which, were the inter-
course placed upon a fair and liberal £ ooting, #
more valuable commerce could be condueted

by Enropeans, but especially by our own nation.
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I shall here describe in a few words the prin-
ciples upon which European commerce is at
present conducted, obstacles with which it lus
to struggle, and the most probable means of
removing them.

96. I may begin by distinetly stating
that the great obstacle to the extension of
European commerce is not directly the arbit-
rary character of the Government itself and the
[in]security of property which may be sup.
posed to result from it, for the property of
strangers is as secure from positive depredation
in the Menam as in the Hooghly, nor from
contempt of foreign trade in meneral, for the
Government holds this in the highest esteem,
nor from politieal jealousy itself. for even of
this the foreign trade does not experience the
effects, but always entirely from the injurions
people of the Government mterfering in eom-
mercial matters, and appearing itself as the
chief trader in all the most valuahle produe-
tions of the country, as well as exercising a
monopoly over much of what is imported by
strangers.

97. I have already ennmerated the prin-
cipal articles of monopoly.  Upon these a fixed
price is placed and there is no trade varried on
in them with private individuals except elan-
destinely. Unrestrained deal ing on the part of
an European merchant is by no means a matter
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of course even when the established rules
are complied with, for a specific licence must
he obtained and every licence so granted is
considered as a boon on the part of the Gov-
ernment.

98, The following short detail of the
actual circumstances under which the European
trade is conducted will convey a more lively
impression of its character than any general
deseription.  'When an European ship arrives
off the bar at the mouth of the Menam, she
must send a boat to the village of Pak-nam, a
distance of 10 miles, for a pilot which will
probably have to wait there until communica-
tion be had with the Court. The charges for
pilotage are extremely moderate. When she
arrives at Pak-nam she must there land her
cannons and, if required, her small arms and
ammunition.  When she arrives at the capital,
she is not permitted to take her station in that
part of the river which the Commander may
consider the most convenient for business—
she must be moored before the house of the
P'rah Klang, that she may be more completely
under the surveillance of his officers ; one or
two row hoats with Police Officers are placed
alongside of her for further securitv, In this
situation no intercourse is allowed between the
strangers and the natives except by express
permission of the Prah-Klang. This order is
enforced by the terror of corporal punishment



155

or heavy fines, and a few hold or desperate
individuals only infringe it hy occasionallv
coming on board of her at night clandes-
tinely.

99. It is singular that the object of this
rigid police is not to hinder that smugzling
which leads to defrauding the revenue, for this
is a matter which in every ense is looked upon
as a very venial offence, but to ohviate the
risk of impairing the value of the officers’
perquisites.  After the ship is moored a list of
the goods is demanded from the merchant
he is desired to land musters of the whole ut
the house of the Prabh Klang. The osteusible
object of this is to secure to the King his elaim
of pre-emption. A scene now  takes place
highly discreditable to the Government
injurious to the merchant, in which the actors
are the Prah-Klang himself in person, and
vertain naturalized Mahomedans, the descen-
dants of emigrants from various parts of the
Coast of Coromandel, These persons  will
condescend to haggle and hargain for the
last farthing. They begin by decrving the
goods and by underrating them. offering pro-
bably one half of their intrinsic value, The
great object which they have in view by
this disreputable proceeding s to -.n-m-‘v
out the patience of the trader, fun::-
him to dispose of his goods below their
value.
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100, After haggling in this mamner for
perhaps a fortnight or three weeks, they finally
make a selection of the most vendible parts of
the cargo. This is divided amongst the party
themselves who dispose of them in the open
market for their own profit, and even such
portions as finally find their way to the palace
are charged by the same individuals at an
advance of 100 or 200 per cent., notwithstand-
ing that the accommodation of the Court is the
original pretext for exerting the claim of pre-
emption. It is for the purpose of securing
this petty advantage that the Prah Klang and
his party maintain the rigid police which I
have described. The funds obtained by these
means are not paid to the merchant but kept
in the hands of the Minister as a source of
influence and control over the future conduct
of the merchant.

101. The interference of the Govern-
ment, however, is not confined to the disposal
of the import cargo. Its pernicious effects are
also felt in the purchase of the returns. With
this view intimation is given to tlie principal
Chinese and Siamese merchants to sell nothing
to the European trader till the Prah Klang
shall have previously sold at his own price a
given quantity of produce, and to carry this
into effect the same vexatious means are had

recourse to as in the purchase of his import
CArgo.
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112, The officers of Government, while
they succeed in maintaining the system now
described, and which conduces most to their own
personal advantage, seem little anxious about
their public duties. Corruption and unskilful-
ness on the part of the officers of revenue are so
general that more than two thirds of both the
import and export cargoes are generally smug-
gled ;—a matter with which the Prah Klang
and his party are always sufficiently acquainted.
In illustration of this practice I shall quote an
example which fell immediately under my own
observation. The English Ship Pheenix sold
about a fourth part of her import cargo to the
Court. [pon this portion the daties could not
be evaded . and they amounted to about 2,000
ticals. The other three fourths of her cargo
she sold to private merchants, and upon these
the duties amounted to something less than
800 ticals,

105, With respect to the nominal duties
and charges these cannot be deemed oppressive
or exorbitunt in amount. They consist of a
1lut.‘!r' on tonnage or rather a measurement duty,
an import ad valorem duty of 8 per cent., an
export duty and certain presents.

104, Although the amount of all these
be tolerably well determined, vet from the
anxiety of the Prah Klang and his party to
maintain an undue and arbitrary influence in
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this matter, they endeavour to envelope the
subject in as much uncertainty as possible, and
in consequence of this I never could obtain
from them an official copy of the Siamese
tariff. The terms of it however are well under-
stood and may be described as follows. The
measurement duty amounts upon vessels of
three masts to eighty ticals, upon the Siamese
fathom of six feet six inches, and to one half
of this amount only upon a brig.

105. The import duty amounts to & per
cent. The export duty is a fixed and specific
impost upon each commodity. Thus upon
the great article of European export, sugar, it
is } tical—the Chinese pecul. The presents
are considered to amount generally, upon ves-
sels of every description, to about 1,000 tieals.
hut as a return is made to the extent of at
least 50 per cent. of these, the real amount is
no more than 500 ticals. Upon the exporta-
tion of bullion or even of the coin of the
country is neither duty, restriction nor prohi-
hition, and upon the whole it must be acknow-
ledged that there is nothing illiberal or oppres-
sive in the nominal and ostensible regulations
of the Siamese trade in its relation to Euro-
peans and that it is the practice only which is
vexations and oppressive.

106. The following case will illustrate
the effect and amount of the duties as they at
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present stand. The Brig Pheenix brought a
cargo of British and India goods valued at
twenty-four thousand two hundred and eighty-
two ticals, her measurement duty was 1,499
ticals, her import duties 2,906 ticals, her export,
duties 6,477 ticals, and the charge for presents
605 ticals. The whole duties amounted thus
to 11,500 ticals, which upon the import and
export cargo together, worth 148,564 ticals,
amounts only to the moderate impost of eight
per cent. But this vessel from peculiarity of
circumstances paid the full duties upon her
whole export cargo, instead of one half or one
third as more usually happens. If one half of
these therefore be deducted, it will be found
that the whole duties upon the export and
import cargo will not exceed six per cent.

107.  This system of conducting the com-
mercial intercourse with strangers is not an
abuse of modern times but has unfortunately
always formed a part of the Siamese svstem of
Crovernment from the earliest period of our
knowledge of that country.  Within late vears,
indeed, the svstem, from the increase of other
branches of treade, has been rather relaxed or
at least acted upon with more moderation,
The Chinese trade, as 1 have observed in an-
other place, is alone condueted upon free and
liberal principles.  No claim of pre-emption
is exercised with regard to  their eargoes.
They are allowed to buy and sell freely where
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they can make the best market, and the effect of
this is evident enough in the spirit with which
their trade is conducted, its extent and its
value. Even the privileges of this nation are
of comparatively modern standing.  They
owed them, I may observe, in the beginning in
some degree to the suppleness and servility of
their own character, to a feeling on the part of
the Government that a free intercourse with
this people was exempt from political danger,
and above all, the accident already alluded to
of one of their own race having sat for a period
of many yvears upon the throne of Siam, who
gave peculiar encouragement to the trade and
settlement of his countrvmen. Some of their
more recent privileges, on the other hand, 1
am convinced they owe to their numbers, their
wealth, and their consequent influence, and
thev now hold the whole of them upon the
best security, the fear of the Siamese Govern-
ment to infringe upon them.

108. All European and American nations
are placed upon an equality in respect to trade,
as I have already mentioned. The Portuguese,
who since 1819 had been allowed a Consul,
and have had the import duties upon their trade
reduced by 2 per cent., form as we had a
personal opportunity of ohserving ourselves,
no real exception to the rule. The personal
treatment pursued towards the Consul is such
as if observed towards a British Agent must
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bring on a war in less than six months. A
flagrant example of this is quoted in the
Journal where I have deseribed him as being
most wantonly placed under arrest, and even
threatened with the bastinado. With respect
to the reduction of 2 per cent., the advantage
acerning from this, from the mode of levying
the duty, turns out in fact to be little better
than nominal, since, as alveady mentioned,
nearly 3-iths of these duties are under any
cireumstances virtually evaded.

109,  In 1820, the Government of Batavia
sent an Agent to the Court of Siam with a
view of renewing the old Treaties which
existed and reestablishing the Duteh factory.
The result of this mission amounted to a com-
plete failure and I was given to understand
upon the hest authority, that the conduct oh-
served by the Court towards the Envoy was
highly irritating and illiberal.  No intercourse
whatever has sinee taken place between the
Duteh and Siamese.

110, The Americans with all the pro-
dence and diseretion which mark these people
as traders, do not seem to have fared hetter
than others, They have received, | was in-
formed at Siam. a promise to be allowed to
establish a Consul-ship at Bangkok, but of this
permission they have not availed themselves,
nor does it appear to me that if they did, it
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would be of the slightest utility to them.

111, The supposed interests of the Gov-
ernment and the unguestionable interests of
the most powerful party in the state being
concerned in maintaining the existing system
of restrictions in regard to the commercial in-
tercourse with Europeans, this fact is alone
sufficient to account for our own failure in
obtaining a free trade, Causes, however, of a
temporary  or m-ruutliir}' niture  contributed,
which. could they have heen provided for,
would in my opinion have placed our trade
upon at least a more favourable footing than
it now stands.  The temporary causes alluded
to were the irritation produced by the unlucky
and unlooked for oceurrence of Queda ; our
affording an asylum to the King: with our
positive refusal to deliver him up; and our
express denial of permission to purchase fire-
arms at our Settlements while the Siamese and
Burmans were at war; with a certain and
natural jealousy of our formidable power in
India : and the apprebension of which, not-
withstanding the extraordinary vanity of the
Siamese, they arve not entirely blind to, L pon
the subject of fire-arms they laid extraordinary
stress throughout the whole negociations, and
I s convineed that there is no motive which
can be held out to them so likely as this to
induce them to relax the severity of their com-
mercinl restrictions,
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112, Before dismissing the subject of
Niam, it will be necessary that 1 should say a
few words on the best means of obtaining a
share of the valuable trade which this country
seems capable of maintaining with European
nations. The establishment of a Consual at the
capital with this view appears neither an eli-
gible nor adequate measure.  Considering the
high tone and character which the nature of
our Indian relations must compel us always to
maintain, and that these must come into direct
collision with the extravagant vanitv, preten-
sions and ignorance of the Siamese, it appears
to me that it might involve us in a political
connection with that people tending to an ex-
tension of authority and dominion incompatible
with our professed poliey.  Coneluding a com-
mercial treaty  with the Siamese, even, f
this were easv. seems liable to the same ob-

Jeetions.

113, | should be inclined to prefer to
these, did a fuir opportunity offer, the forma-
tion of a commereial t*lll|ml."iilm in one of ﬂll‘
islands of the Gulf of Siam. exactly on the
same principles as our establishment at Singa-
pore.  The uninhabited group of the Si-Chang
Islands, which contains o fine harbour and lies
in the direct route of the native commerce of
the Gulf, offers a most advantageons situation
for such an emporitnn.  Were this or a similar
]mz-iiﬁull under the :-u.-l'llrit:.' anil ]‘l-rlltl'rtinll af
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an Enropean  Government, 1 might safely
venture to prediet that it would immediately
become an entrepit for the principal portion of
the trade which countries in the Gulf of Siam
conduct with Cochin China and the western
and southern parts of Asia, while it would
create an extension of European commerce
with those countries of which there has been
hitherto no example.

114, Of the Siamese trade our establish-
ment at Singapore has indeed already atteact-
* [ There appearstu ©1.*  The position of Singapore, however,
bean omigion herel. though in general so highly favourable as an
emporium, is not caleulated to secure those
advantages which I have now speculated o
in an emporinm formed within the Gulf of Siam.
for it lies far out of the direct route of that
great intercourse which the countries on the
Gulf maintain with China, a teade which in fact
areatly exceeds that of Singapore, native and
European put together. No part of this trale
can ever centre in Singapore, and therefore
this place is inadequate to secure to our trade
the advantages which I have contemplated as
attainable in our emporium at the head of the
Gulf of Siam.

[ Paragraphs 115 to 180 deal with Cocliin
China. ]

ISL | shall conelude  this report with a
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few general reflections upon the advantages
which may result to our trade from gn extendid
commercial intercourse with Siam and Cochin
China, the great object of the mission with
which 1 had the honor to be entrusted.
These two kingdoms between them certainly
contain not les: than *11.00.000 of mhnh:mnh
who in point of civilization stand at least in
the second rank of Asiatic Nations, and whose
Grovernments, although arbitrary and despotic,
still afford a certain protection *o the lives
and properties of their subjects, and  ape
probably after all not worse than the 2e-
nerality of Eastern Governments, while for
more security  they are  greatly superior to
those of all the minor nations amd triles
of Asia,

182. No intercourse having taken place
with these nations for upwards of 3 century
should a commerce be established with them it
will not be too muech to assert that *11.00 A0
of consumers and producers will shortly Iy
added to the mass of our Indian CONITEPEe
This population iubabits a  feriile conntry,
and chiefly lies upon the shores of the most
frequented or aceessible portions of the Indian
Seas,  Both nations are at the same Lime now
i a state mofe Favourably  circumstanced for
nmmmmmg a foreign commeree than i iy
known period of their history. Regular and

even strong Ciovernments are estublished in
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them, and they have now both been, for some
years, recovered from a long period of anarchy
and eivil war, The Siamese it appears to me
are likely to become the most extensive con-
sumers of our Indian and Furopean manufac-
tured goods, particularly of our cottons.  From
the sketches I have given of their trade some
opinion may be entertained of their taste and
capacity for their consumption of these, and
their ability to afford returns. The Cochin
("hinese from their peculiarity of taste, and
the state of society amongst them, are upon
the whole not so likely to be such extensive
consumers of our manufactured goods as the
Siamese, with perhaps the exception of wool-
lens, but they are more likely to occasion a
demand, directly or indirectly, for the raw
or unwrought productions of our Indian  pos-
SESSI0Ns,

183. | am inelined to hope that the trade
of Siam and Cochin China will also afford an
indirect channel for the employment of our
capital, still more extensive and advantageous
than the direct trade with those nations them-
selves, | mean a teade with China,  This is
more particularly applicable to Cochin China
than to Siam, because it lies more in the
direet voute of trade and Chinese vessels
which frequent its ports stand more in need
of return cargoes than thev do in Siam,
but it applies indeed to both, and embraces
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%  (Sigued) T Crawrvin.
 the 3d April 1893,




Fuctory Records,

165

FORT CORWALLIS the 7 August 1823.

Btraits Betilemonts,

vol, B0,
pp. 688-00,

Mr. Bew. Bwinton,

Fort William,
T June
1833,

® eovering Infler
ol copled,

- - T L e—— = —

To,

W. 8. Cracrorr Esquire
Aecting Secretary to Government

Prince of Wales Island.
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt
of your dispateh dated 21st February last,®
forwarding translation of a letter from the
Siamese Minister ealled the Prah Klang to the
address of the Honorable the Governor, and an
original letter from the second Minister Paya
Pipat Kosa to the address of the Persian Se-
cretary, and to transmit for the information of
the Governor in Council, copy of the reply
which it has been determined to return to the
latter, through the Resident at Singapore.

2. The Governor General in Council is
apprized that Mr. Crawfurd has already com-
municated personally to the Government of
Prince of Wales Island the results of his Mis-
sion to Siam as far. as its relations are imme-
diately concerned. | am now instructed to
transmit for the information and consideration
of the Homorable the Governor in Counecil
copies of the detailed Journals of Mr. Craw-
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furd’s proceedings and negociations bhoth in
Siam and Cochin China, and of his report on
the political state and commercial resources of
those countries, with copy of the instructions
issued by this Government in reply.

3. 1am directed to take this opportunity
of repairing an accidental omission at the time
by communicating to the Government of Prince
of Wales Island Mr. Crawfurd's appointment
to the situation of Resident at Singapcee.  His
instructions provide for his conducting, on
the part of the Supreme Government, any
incidental political duties which may arise
connected with Siam and Cochin China, as
well as with the neighbouring independent
Malay States situated to the Eastward of the
Straits of Malacea, and he has been direeted
to transmit both to this department and to
Penang, any information of events and pro-
ceedings in those countries of which it may he
useful for either Government to be apprized.

I have &oa.
(Signeill) Gro: Swixros
Seey. to Govi,
Fprt William
97 June 18235,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 7 August 1823,

Draft of a letter to the Siamese Minister.

[ have received your Excellency's letter
and laid it before the Honble. the Governor
General of India. who directs me to write as
follows. The Governor General sent a Mission
to His Majesty the King of Siam in the vear
1822 to request that a friendly intercourse
might be opened between the Kingdom of Siam
and the British possessions, and that free trade
might be established on both sides. TIn ae-
cordance with this proposition the merchants of
Niam were invited to frequent the ports of
Western India on the terms of the most favour-
wd nations. and the ports of Penang and Singa-
pore were entirely thrown open to them. Mr.
Crawfurd, the Governor General’s envoy
wanded similar or equal advantages for the
English in the ports of Siam. but the Gover.
ment of Siam would make no changes, and the
regulations of trade in regard to |
tions are irksome and burdensome.
they continue in Force the £
to Siam with advantage,

, de-

Suropean ni-
and as long ax
nglish cannot trade
This yvour Excelleney
knows is the true canse why the attempt on
our part to establish an intercourse of friemd-
=hip and commerce was not altogether success-
ful. Let the Siamese admit the English and

American nations to trade on the <ame terms
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as the Chinese and friendship and commerce
will prosper, The Siamese are admitted into
our ports on the same terms as the Chinese
or any other nation, and it would be fair and
equitable that we should be admitted to trade
in Siam on terms of reciprocal advantage.

The Governor General in Couneil approves
the conduct of Mr. Crawfurd. The letter of
which he was the bearer referred to the per-
sonal instructions which he received and he
has done nothing contrary to them. He was
not only the bearer of a letter like ordinary
envoys, but also the Representative of the
Governor General, and of this your Excellency
was fully aware. The Siamese hud permitted
the Portuguese to establish a Commercial Agent
at Siam, and they had promised the same thing
to the Americans. There was therefore noth-
ing unreasonable in Mr. Crawfurd’s requesting
a# similar advantage for the English, but finding
that the proposal was not agreeable to the
Siamese (rovernment he forebore to urge it.

Respecting the measuring of rivers, the
constructing of maps, and the counting of the
population alluded to in vour Excelleney’'s
letter. and the pretended intention of the
English to seize upon Siam. these your Exeel-
lency eannot but be aware are the calumnies of
idle or designing men, and are unworthy of
the frankness and sincerity of a friendly nation.
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The Governor General directs me further
to say that he feels regret for the misconduct
of private individuals of the English nation at
Siam should such have taken place. Touch-
ing the affair of Messrs Smith and Storm the
(overnor General wishes they had been better
acquainted with the customs of Siam, but
cannot think their ignorance or even indiscre-
tion worthy of punishment by stripes or
fetters or imprisonment. These persons com-
plain that they were long detained in Siam
and that they found the regulations of trade
oppressive.

In token of the Governor General's friend-
ship and respect for His Majesty he begs to
send with this letter a few trifling articles as
presents.

(A true Copy)
(Signed) Gro. Swinros.
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Factury Reconls, . L 3 .- .
Sttty B FORT CORNWALLIS the 7 August 1823,

L D T e e e e T T
To

J. Crawrvrp Esquire.

Resident at Singapore.
Sir,

The Governor General in Council having
had under deliberate consideration the Journal
of your proceedings in Siam and Cochin China,
and your general report on the state and re-
sources of those countries, I am now directed
to communicate to you his sentiments and oh-
servations on such of the points comprised in
the above interesting and valuable doenments
as require official notice.

2. A perusal of the Journal has servel
to confirn and auginent the favourable opinion
hefore mtimated of the zeal, judgment
diseretion which characterised the whole of
~your proceedings in the execution of the dutics
confided to yvou, and the Governor General in
Couneil has vow further to recoml his high
sense of the value and Importanee of the infor-
mation contained in your report. regarding the
political and social condition of the countries
visited by you. their commercial resources and
the demands of their markets, the temper and
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policy of the Court and their relations with
other neighbouring or with European Powers.
Your diligence and perseverance in collecting
materials under all the disadvantages against
which you had to contend, are no less striking
and commendable than the ability and perspec-
nity with which the result of your researches
has been exhibited in the paper before Govern-
ment. The clear and distinet view indeed,
which it affords of the actual state and existing
resources of those interesting regions might
justly be econsidered no inadequate return for
the cost of the Mission even had its direct and
immediate objects failed altogether of accom-
plishment.

3.  With respect to the political result of
your Mission, the Governor General in Couneil
observes, that as far as regards Cochin China,
the views and expectations of the Government
in the deputation of an Envov to that Court
have been substantially realised.

d.  In Siam little or no positive advan-
tage has been secured to our trade, and regret
at the indifferent success of your negotiations
at that Court is enbanced by the informa-
tion which you have afforded of the great
commercial resources and capabilities of the
country and the taste prevailing in the Siamese
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markets for some of our staple manufactures,
The foundations however of a friendly inter-
course with the Government have been laid by
your visit there, and this circumstance, combined
with the knowledge acquired of the characters
of the principal persons of the Court and of the
precise obstacles which oppose the accomplish-
ment of our views, may be considered to have
prepared the way for the future admission of
British commerce on an equitable and mutually
advantageous footing, under a more wise and
liberal adwministration than the present  one.
Whatever may be the real ground of the ol-
jection of the Sjamese to a fair and unres-
tricted trade with European uations generally,
and with the Enelish in particular, the failure
to remove these may doubtless, as vou have
observed, be in part aseribed to aceidental and
temporary  causes, and there would  further
appear to be something in the character and
disposition of the Prabh Klanz or Minister
for Foreign Affairs and his party peculiarly
unfavourable to a more intimate conneetion
amd intercourse with Dritish subjects, which
reluctance, it is reasonable to hope. may exist
in a less degree with others hereafter, more
especially. when experience shall have shown
that by driving away the European trade alto-
gether through the operation of their restrie-
tions they must necessarily destrov the sources
of the profit which those resteictions are in-
tended to seeure.  Any eventual change in the
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Siamese Ministey therefore, and the example
of Cochin China, shoulld a free intercourse with
that quarter be established, might be expected
to produce an alteration propitious to the ac-
complishment of our views at some future
period and this prospect deserves to he kept
steadily in view. Your situation as Resident
at Singapore will enable you to procure infor-
mation of all that passes at Siam, and to avail
vourself of any opening that may occur favour-
able to the promotion of the views which
suggested the deputation of an Envoy., and
it is the desire of the Governor (veneral in
Council, that you should endeavour to maintain
a correspondence and communication with that
Court, more especially with the Deputy Minis-
ter Pra Pipat Cosa, who seems to have been
personally friendly and well disposed towards
the Mission.

6. It is of course of great importance,
the Governor General in Council observes, to
have learnt both the precise nature of the
obstacles which exist to prevent an advan-
tageous trade with Siam and also the means of
obtaining a share of the valuable commerece
which you consider the latter country eapable
of conduecting with European nations, should
the Government persist iin refusing to admit
of dealings in their own ports free of the
vexatious and ruinous restrictions which now
prevail,  Your sugeestions therefore regavding
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the formation of a commerecial establishment
on the uninhabited group of the Si-Chang
Islands, is considered to merit every consi-
deration, and will be borne in mind against
the occurrence of any opportunity Eavourable
for its execution hereafter,

7. The Governor General in Council has
particularly adverted to the cirenmstance that
the concession on our part of permission to the
Siamese Government to purchase fire armms at
Caleuntta and other Presidencies would to all
appearance have induced the King to orant
the freedom of commerce in his ports, which
it was a special object of your Mission to
obtain. It is not apparent that any very
weighty reasons exist against granting the
permission, and it is perhaps therefore to he
regretted that you did not consider vonr in-
structions to authorize vour entering more
decidedly into the views of the Siamese Court
on this point.

8. The Governor General in Couneil has
perused with considerable interest the sketeh
given hy vou of the political relations of the
Siamese nation with the Burmese. the inter-
minable war and irreconecileable enmity which
prevail between them. the anxiety of the former
for the recovery of their ports and territories
on the western side of the Peninsala, and the
feelings which any extension of our connection
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with the state of Siam would infallibly create
at the Court of Ava. The estimate afforded
by vou likewise of the military strength of the
Siamese and your account of the vulnerable
points in the situation of their territories, are
extremely worthy of attention.

9. As it appears that the information of
a commercial nature contained in your report
should be made generally known, the Govern-
ment has it in contemplation to print off a
number of copies for distribution amongst the
mercantile branches of the community, omitt-
ing such portions as it is obviously proper to
confine to the records of Government. Copies
likewise both of the report and Journal will be
transmitted to the Government of Prince of
Wales Island.

10. You have been already apprized of
the letters addressed by Phraya Pipat Kosa, the
Second Minister for Commercial Affairs, to
the Persian Secretary, and by the Prah Klang
to the Governor of Prince of Wales Island in
explanation of the conduct of the Siamese
Government towards the Mission, and also of
their treatment of Mr. Storm and Captain
Smith and had an opportunity of stating the
ohservations which occurred to you on the
subjeet in your letter, dated the 3d April® last.
The admitted failure of the Mission to establish
friendly intercourse and conneetion is indirectly
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ascribed in those tortuous and uncandid pro-
ductions partly to the circumstances of Em-
hassies never having been customary between
the two nations and partly to your conduct in
the discharge of your public functions. The
Governor General in Council is disposed to
agree with you in ascribing the letters to fear
and apprehension on the part of the Siamese
Ministers for the consequences of their un-
friendly and illiberal proceedings, and it can
scarcely be neccssary to add, considers that
your explanations on the subject, together with
the information afforded by the Journal, are
quite conclusive asto the futility of the accusa-
tions preferred against yourself personally.

11. The sentiments of the Governor
(reneral in Council are sufficiently indicated
in the accompanying draft® of the reply
which it has been determined to return to the
Minister’s Letter. The original is likewise
enclosed, which you will be pleased to forward
hy the first opportunity with a correct Malay
translation prepared under your superintendence
and the present therein referred to, or anv
other article which you may judge to he
suitable and proper.

12. Enclosed I have also the honor to
transmit a copy of my letter to the Acting
Secretary to the Government® of Prince of
Wales Island, and 1 am directed to desire,
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that conformably with what is therein stated,
you will be pleased to furnish to that Govern-
ment any information of the nature alluded to.

I have &e. &e.
(Signed) Gro: Swistos

Secry. to the Govt.

Fort William

27 June 1523,
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To the Honorzble the Court of Directors for
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com-
pany of Merchants of England Trading
to the East Indies.

Honorable Sirs,

In our dispateh of the 23d November 1821.°
we reported our resolution to depute a Mission
to the Kingdoms of Siam and Cochin China,
for the accomplishment of certain commercial
objects ; and with our address of the 27th
December last we had the honor to transmit
copies of such accounts of the proceedings of
the Governor General’'s Agent. Mr. Crawfurd,
as had reached us at that time.

2 We now beg leave to submit, for
the consideration of vour Honorable Court,
the detailed Journal of the Agent’s proceedings
and negotiations, and his report on the political
result of the Mission and the Countries visited
hy him . .

3. The perusal of Mr. Crawfurd’s Jour-
nal served to confirm and angment the favour-
able opinion before intimated by us of the zeal,
judgment and diseretion which characterized
the whole of his proceedings in the conduet of
the duties confided to him ; and we expressed
a high sense of the value and importance of
the information contained in his report, re-
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garding the political and social condition of
the countries of Siam and Cochin China, their
commercial resources and the demands of their
markets, the temper and policy of the Courts,
and their relations with other neighbouring and
with European Powers. We trust that your
Honorable Court will see reason to concur in
the above sentiments of approval and com-
mendation.

L] - - L] - L]

3. In Sism, it must be acknowledged,
little or no positive advantage has been gained
for our trade, and our regret at the failure of
the Agent's negociations at that Court is natu-
rally enhanced by the information, now com-
municated, of the great commereial resources
and capabilities of the country, and the decided
taste prevailing in its markets for several of
the staple manufactures of Britain. Still,
however, the Mission may be considered to
have, in some measure, paved the way for the
future admission of British commerce in the
Ports of Siam on a liberal and mutually ad-
vantageous footing, with the view to the fur-
therance of which objeet we have desired Mr.
Urawfurd, who has been appointed to the situa-
tion of Resident at Singapore, to avail himself
of every opportunity of maintaining a friendly
correspondence with the Court of Bangkok,
and establishing a reciprocity of good offices.
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fi. Mr., Crawfurd's suggestions relative
to the formation of a commercial establishment
on the uninhabited group of the Si-Chang
Islands at the head of the Gulf of Siam, and
the survey of the Anambas and Natunas Islands
with similar views, will doubtless attract the
attention of your Honorahle Court. Though
they appear to us to merit consideration, we
should not, under present circumstances, feel
ourselves warranted in adopting such measures,
more especially without the previous sanetion
of the authorities in England,

- - L] - - L

Y. Shortly after the return of the Gover-
nor General's Agent to this Presidency, we
received through the Government of Prince of
Wales Island, & memorial from Mr. Storm,
supercargo of the Brig Ploenix, complaining
of an outrage committed on himself and the
Commander of the vessel by the Siamese Gov-
ernment. We communicated with Mr. Craw-
furd on the subject and came to the conelusion,
that under all the circumstances of the case,
the British Government would not be warranted
in making the ill usage undoubtedly sustained
by the above individuals, matter of official re-
monstrance with the King of Siam.

10. A letter was subsequently received
from the Siamese Minister to the address of
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the Persinn Seeretary, with translation of one
from the same quarter to the address of the
Governor in Council of Fort Cornwallis, which
entered into explanations on the subject of the
above occurrence, and further indirectly at-
tempted to justify the refusal of the Siamese
Court to accede to the views of onr Envoy, by
casting blame on his demeanour and proce:d
ings. We, of course, called upon Mr. Crawfurd
to state any observations which might occur
to him on the letters, and his reply, tozethe-
with the information contained in the Journal,
appeared to us quite conclusive as to the
futility of the accusations advanced against
him persomally . . .

13. We submit likewise with this dis-
patch copies of the latest correspondence which
has passed with the Government of Prince of
Wales's Island on the subject of the affuirs of
the Rajah of Quedah,

14. From these documents vour Honor-
able Court will perceive that there is little or
no prospect of that ill-fated Prince recovering
his territories, either from the justice or cle-
mency of his Liege Lord, the King of Siam, or
through his own exertions, aided by any of the
Malay Chiefs, and that he appears disposed
to abide hy the advice offered him by the
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Governor in Couneil of Prinece of Wales's Island
and repeated by us, to remain quietly on the
Island of Penang under the protection of the
British Government, without involving himself
in the hazard of attempts to regain his throne
hy foree.

We have &
J. Abax
Jouy Fexpann

J. H. Harixcaos

Fort William
18th Julv 1824

[ Endorsed ]
1823
Fort William
Poll. Dept.

Triplicate letter from the
Honble. the Govr. General
in Couneil Dated 18 July

No. 1

Reed.
Per Morley
15 March 1824,
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Political Dep.

To GEORGE SWINTON Esquire
Secretary to the Govt.
Fort William.

Sir,

In obedience to the instructions of the
Government directing me to furnish from
time to time such information respecting the
Political interests of the Countries to the East-
ward of the Straits of Malacca as it might be
useful for the Government to be possessed
of. T now respectfully submit the following
notes.

The commercial interconrse between Sing-
apore and Siam continued to increase in value
and amonnt : Within the last six months
twenty-one Junks have arrived at this place
from the Port of Bangkok and a large ship of
the King which was in the habit of formerly
proceeding to Caleutta or Bombay stopped
this year at Singapore where she disposed of a
Cargo of considerable value consisting of tin,
pepper and sugar. No European vessel how-
ever has during the last vear visited Siam and
the Americans also appear for a time to have
abandoned their interconrse with ir,
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The enterprizes which the Siamese seemed
at one period to have been meditating for the
complete subjugation of the Malayan States
on the Gulph of Siam have for the present
heen abandoned.

Some fear is probably entertained by the
Siamese Government on account of an appre-
hended league against them between the
Burmahs and Cochin Chinese. The Cochin
Chinese Mission to Ava, which it is alleged had
the object in view accompanied by a Burmah
Mission, passed this place in the month of May
on its return to Cochin China,

1 have had hitherto no communication with
the Sigmese Government but propose to renew
an intercourse with the Court on the first
favourable opportunity confining myself to
matters purely of a local or commercial char-

acter.
= - . . . s
I buve &e. &e. &e.
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD
Resident.
Singapore -

- 2il August 18235,
A True Copy
(Signed ) J. Unawrrkn

Besident.
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 19 May 1525,

The letter of Mr. Crawfurd, British Resi-
dent of Singapore, to His Excellency the Chou
Phia Prah Klang Suriwongs Kosa.

I have the honor to send by the hands of
Mr. Gillies a letter from the Secretary to the
Supreme Government, which is in answer to
that of your Excellency dated the 11th day of
the dark half of the Moon, and in the 1st Moon
of the vear 1,184 or the Horse, and along with
it some glass ware as a gift from the Governor
General to His Majesty.

The news of the treaty concluded at Siam
in the seventh month on the 2d day of the
dark half of the moon, in the year of the
Horse, having been received by the English
Merchants they have begun to avail themselves
of it, and Mr. Gillies's ship is the first vessel
which has come direct from England bound
for the ports of Simm. I beg your Excellency’s
cordial attention and assistance to Mr, Gillies
that the treatment which he receives may
become an example and an encouragement to
other English Merchants who may hereafter
visit Siam.

It gives me pleasure to inform your Ex-
cellency that there exists now no objection to
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the merchants of England supplying the Siam-
ese Government with firearms.  The cargo of
Mr. Gillies's ship indeed consists almost wholly
of this article, a circumstance which I trust
will be considered a convincing proof of esteem
and confidence.

The Governor General has been pleased
to nominate me Resident of Singapore. In
this situation [ shall have it in my power to
give proofs of my esteem and respect for the
Siamese  Government in the assistance and
protection which | will make it my business to
#fford to the Merchants of Siam. I request on
your Excellency’s part a similar attention to
the interests of our traders who may visit Siam.

In token of friendship T have to request
vour Fxeelleney’s acceptance of an Emerald

ring.

(Signed)  J. Crawruep

Resident.

2[4 meptember 18250
[ S¢)
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flome Scries, Memo. on Dr: Crowfurd's Mission to Siany
Miseellarpous,

wol srs.  and Cochin China, as reported in the Political
Letters from Bengal of the 23d November

Folia 1821 and 27th December 1822,

In their Political Letter of the 23d. Nov-
* S axte Siregal oinber 1821 y© the Supreme Government inform
Mk:d'_”:"ﬂ" the Court that, taking into consideration the
depressed state of Commeree in England and
in India, they had resolved to send an Agent
to Siam and Cochin China, for the purpose of
establishing a  commercial intercourse with
those countries npon a surer footing than had
hitherto existed ; and that they had selected
Dr. Crawfurd of the Bengal Medienl Establish-
ment for that service, on account of the diplo-
nmtic experience he had acquired at Java, and
his peculiar knowledge of the languages, trade,
institutions &e. of the Eastern Islands.

As their principal inducements for this
undertaking. they observed, that as the trade
of Europeans with those countries formed an
important and valuable branch of intercourse
with Asia in the earlier and ruder period of
Anglo Indian History, there was little doubt
but that a considerable addition would be made
to it, in the improved state of modern nnviga-
tion and the superior intelligence and spirit of
adventure which characterized British Mer-
clants of the present day. That as those
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Countries contained a population of at least
thirty millions, possessed a soil of equal ferti-
lity to that of any portion of the globe, were
almost devoid of manufactures, and had afford-
ed a ready market for the imperfect and high
priced fabrics of India and China, it might he
fairly presumed, from the suceess which had
attended modern trade with Hnidostan, the
Eastern Islands and China that, the groundless
fears and jealousies which influenced those
Grovernments once removed, an extensive de-
mand would be created for woollens, cotton
goods, raw wrought iron, Bengal opium and
various other minor articles. For these, it
was observed, that Siam might make valuable
returns to Europe and Western Asia of Sugar
and Pepper, Salt for the Indian Islands, and
Teak for the British Settlements, to which
Cochin China would add raw silk in  such
abundance (being the most productive country
rn that article in Asia) as might place the
English manufacturer, under an improved
regulation of the trade, upon a footing with the
(‘ontinental.

Trade at Siam is at present carried on by
vertain  Chinese residing there, who bring its
produce to the European Ports in the Straits
of Malacea and receive European and Indian
woods in return ; and at Cochin China by
Chinese junks and a few Colonial Portuguese
traders, who would speedily yield to the energy
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of Europeans. Even under existing disadvan-
tages a considerable trade is maintained be-
tween Siam and Prince of Wales Island and,
for the last five years, with Americans and
British Country Traders.

The opening of an intercourse with Coeclin
Clina, which has only been attempted twice
since the seventeenth century, (once in 1773
which failed in consequence of the distracted
state of the Country and the imprudent con-
duet of the Agent in involving himself in its
hostilities, and 2dly in 1804 which was frus-
trated by the French) would be more difficult :
hut as the French are said to have succeeded
in coneluding a treaty with that State and have
some missionaries residing there ; as the Duteh
suceeeded in procuring a cargo so lately as
1820 ; and the pecuniary advantages derived
by China from her intercourse with England
and India must necessarily operate as a strong
temptation to a mercenary government like the
one in gquestion, they had few doubts but that
temperance and perseverance would at length
induce that government to put our trade with
it upon. at all events, a footing with that car-
riedd on with China.  Instructions to this effect
were accordingly addressed to Dr. Crawfurd
on the Z0th Septr. 1821,* accompanied by
letters and presents to the Kings of Siam and
Cochin China, the former of whom had already
opened @ Correspondence upon Commercial



193

subjects with the Resident at Singapore.

The political letter from Bengal of the

® Nt copied. repeats 2Tth. Deer. 1822,% just received, reports the
mehatanre of (efier

of B3 Nor, 1521,

-

result of this Mission. From this it appears
that in consequence of the continued preponid-
erance of the party which had oceasioned the
expulsion of the King of Queda from his domi-
nions under the pretence of his having refused
to cooperate with their forces against the
Burmans, Dr. Crawfurd had failed in his at-
tempt at procuring his restoration : hut that
the right of the British Government to the
sovereignty of P. of W. Island and the dis-
continuance of the puyment of the anmual sum
of 10,000 Dollars to the King of Queda (hy
whom the Island was ceded to the British)
upon the death of the exiled sovereign, whicl
was involved in that question, had wot even
been alluded to during the discussion. Dy
Crawfurd thinks too that the high tone assumed
by him during the discussion is likely to pro-
duce a more concilistory line of conduet on
the part of the Chief of Lizor than has been
hitherto manifested by him towards the Penange
Government ; and conceives that the approxi-
mation of the Siamese to I of W. Island, hy

. the conquest of Queda, is more likely to lead to

a good understanding with that pusillanimons
tho' arrogant Government, than  otherwise.
Should any occurrence lead to a rupture witl
it, one Gun Brig would be saflicient to put



. 194

stop to its trade, and another to destroy its
capital.

In regard to the main object of the
Mission, the establishment of a commerecial
interconrse, De. Crawfard reports that although
hie had at frst suceeedad in procuring the con-
sent of the Government to the establishment
of a “free and fair intercourse” between the
two nations, he had the mortification of finding
those words expunged and a pledge of assist-
ance from the officers of Government substi-
tuted in the letters which were addressed to
him and to the Supreme Government, just
before his departure,  The only concession,
too, which he was able to proecure in rezard to
duties was their continuance on their present
footing, a cirenmstance that may be attributed
to the monopoly which the Government had
extended to almost every article produced in
the country. These Reports were dated on the

:“': I:::::f- ‘:’;; Lith July 1822,* soon after which Dr. Crawfurd
vl 27 left the place for Cochin China. On the 19th
October of the same vear the attention of the
Government of P, of W. Island was drawn to
an outrage commnitted by the Sinmese anthori-
ties on the Captain and Supra Cargo of a
vessel called the Phoenix, of =0 gross and
apparently unprovoked a nature as eannot pos-

sibly be overlooked by onr Government.
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FORT WILLIAM 19th March 1824,

Copy of a letter from the Siamese Minister
to the Resident at Singapore.

A letter from the Chao Phravah Phra
Klang of Siam, to John Crawfurd Esqr.,
Resident of Singapore.

Having been informed hy the return of
Junks last year that you are appointed Resident
of Singapore, and that you are making every
effort to promote the trade of that port, I have
urdered the Superintendent of His Majesty's
Customs to prepare the ship Hera, Khun
Chamnan Wanit, Commander, and Khun
Wichhit Supercargo of the said ship, who
have the charge of His Majesty's property,
and are to proceed to Singapore with a view
of trading there ; both the Commander and the
Supereargo are ignorant of European manners
and customs, and 1 beg you will allow them to
trade peaceably.

They have six pikals of tin, one pikal of
elephants teeth, and two pikals of gamboge,
which I hope vou will do me the favour to
aceept.
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TORT WILLTIAM 12th March 1824,

To J. Crawrvrp Esqre.

Resident at Singapore,
e El'..

[ am directed to acknowledge the receipt
of your several letters reporting the growing
commereial intercourse of Singapore with Siam
aud other Indo-Chinese nations ; also regard-
ing the proceedings of the Netherlandish Gov-
ernment and its officers in the Eastern Seas,
and on other points connected with our politieal
interests to the eastward of the Straits of
Malaeca. The whole of these dispatches have
been perused with great interest by the Right
Honorable the Governor General in Council,
who finds in them much to demand the serious
consideration of the Supreme Government,
and the Home Authorities, but a few points
only appear to call for any specific orders or
observations on the present oceasion,

2. The intelligence furnished by yop of
the increasing resort of junks from . Siam,
Camboja and Cochin China to the Port of
Singapore is satisfactory to Government, and
His Lordship in Council desires me to express
his entire approbation of vour manner of re-
ceiving and treating the deputation from the
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latter country, as also of your forwarding
letters with presents on their return to the
principal Cochin Chinese Chiefs with whom
you had previously held intercourse.

3. The oceasion taken by vou of opening
a correspondence with the Court of Siam, and
of following up that already begun with Cochin
China, by the Marianna was judiciously chosen,
and the tenor of your letters appears entirely
appropriate. The transmission of presents on
such an oceasion was, of course, indispensable,
and the Governor General in Council will he
prepared to sanction the expense incurred under
that head on receiving the detailed account of
it. Your manner of treating the question of
supplying fire arms to the Siamese by British
vessels was fully warranted by the cireum-
stances and considerations to which you refer,
At the present moment, indeed, in our actual
state of warfare with the Burman Empire it
may be considered a decided object of policy
to furnish the people of Siam with means of
offence against the common enemy to the ut-
most practicable extent.

4. The arrangements and proceedings of
the Dutch Government, hoth political and as
affecting British commerce, reported in vour
dispatches under acknowledgment, have not
failed to attract the particalar attention of the
Supreme Government, and will he hrought
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specially to the notiee of the [Tome Authorities
in a reference now under preparation regarding
the affairs of Singapore, and the British In-
terests in the Fastern Seas.  In the mean time
| am directed to observe that the answer re-
turned by you to the letter from the Raja of
Siak, communieating the overtures made to
lim by the Netherlandish Commissioners, was
entirely correet and judicious.

5. His Lordship in Council regrets to
observe the increasing andacity of the Hiancon
pirates, as evinced by their recent eapture of a
secondd European vessel on the coast of Java,
The steps taken by you for effecting the
release of Mr. Robert Thornton are entirely
approved, and it will be satisfactory to Gov-
ernment to learn that the exertion of your
good offices and humane interference on this
occasion las been attended with success.

I have &ea.
(Signed) G. Swinrtoxn

Secry. to the Govt.
Fort William

12th March 1824.
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Ten 2al Beerat FORT WILLIAM 19%th November 1824,

Capsulintions,

ol 862 ——

No. 3%
To G. Swixrox Esqre.
Foll, Dept,
Sceretary to the Government

Fort William.
Sir,

I have the honor to report for the infor-
mation of the Governor General in Council
that the English Brig Shannon sailed for Siam
on the 15th Inst., having on board, besides a
valuable investment of PBritish Manufactures,
1,000 muskets and a considerable quantity of
ammunition. I have taken this opportunity of
addressing to the Siamese Minister the letter
of which a copy is appended to this dispatch.
The first communication from Siam will [ ?not]
take place earlier than the month of October.

I have &eca.
* [sie. 7 Crawfard ] (Signed) J. Camrsere®
Resident.

Singapore
17th August 15824,
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FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824,

The letter of J. Crawfurd, Esqre., Resi-
dent of Singapore, to his Excellency the Chao-
Phrayah Prah Klang Chao-Khun-Kosa.

On former occasions I have had the honor
to communicate to your Excellency the war
which the English had undertaken against the
Burmans and the provoecations which led to it,
and I have now the satisfaction to state that
Rangoon, Cheduba and Negrais have been
conquered. One large army is marching upon
Ummerapura by the route of Rangoon, and
another will invade Arracan from the frontiers
of Bengal. Enclosed I send your Excellency
a copy of the dispatch which announces the
capture of Rangoon. The vessel which bears
this letter conveys to the Court, cannon, mus-
kets and ammunition, for which they have
permission from the Governor General of
India. Irely upon your kindness and friendly
disposition towards Mr. Hunter and Captain
Norquoy and rest assured that their conduct
will be such as to merit your protection. I
again beg to know from you, how the English
and Siamese can best assist each other in con-
duecting the war against the Burmans. I shall
soon address your Excellency again.

(Signed) J. CrawrURD.

Singapore
13th August 1824,
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FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824,

Singapore, 28th August 1824,

To (5. SwixToN I':-HI]I*I.'..
Secretary to Government in the

Political Departinent.
=ir,

I must respectfully beg leave to state for
the information of the Right Honble. the
Governor General in Council that Mr. Milton
# missionary of this place, to whom I gave a
letter to translate into Siamese to the address
of Chow Phraya Praklang at Bangkok, a copy
of which I have the honor to enclose, after
keeping the same in his possession seven
days, and after having given it to another
translator, did hand the said letter to the
Resident of this settlement in a manner that he
conceives he is obliged to forward the same
to the Right Honble. the Governor General
in Council.  As this letter was never intended
to be made public. and merely written in very
plain  language to suit the capacity of an
ignorant translator, 1 most respectfully trust
that vou will make explanation to the Right
Honble Board.

I am  perfeetly aware that the Right
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I

Houble, the Governor General in Council, in
reply to a dispateh of Mr. Crawfurd, the Resi-
dent, relative to the arms forwarded by me in
the Schooner Marianna last year, rather ap-
proved of the measure of supplving the Siamese
with warlike stores than otherwise, and for
those sent on the Shannon I have the Resident's
express permission, and to convince the Right
Honble. the Governor General in Council that
I have done nothing secretly, I beg leave to
transmit herewith copy of the usual report
(of that vessel’s cargo) sent into the Master
Attendant’s Office hy those dispatching a vessel
and duly attested hy that officer.  With regard
to the opinion I hazarded in stating that the
Burman King would he a prisoner in Calcutta
in six months, I beg leave to state that I did
so solely from the hatred 1 know that exists
between the two rival kingdoms, and to give
the Minister (who is personally attached to me
and with whom I have been in constant cor-
respondence since my visit to Siam in I1821)
a high idea of the power of the British arms,

The -guard T mentioned [ bring with me
when I visit Siam will he that of the Sultan
of Tringano, who wishes me to arrange some
dispute about his tribute to the Crown of Siam
that has been going on for these three vears
prrst,

It perhaps may not be considersd as im-
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proper for me to communicate to you for the
information of Government the latest intelli-
wence I have had from Bangkok : it is up to
the end of June. The Minister then writes as
Follows — !

(Extract. )

* Rumours are abroad that the English
have taken the Burman Country,  Can this be
true, and what is the cause 7 Do vou believe
that the new Rajah intends to take China ?
I wish you were here to remove the cloud that
overspreads these events,”

I:l*:xtrm'l.}

And again from the Bundaharrah of Patani
July the 2ith. = The forces of the Conqueror
are let loose on the face of the earth and they
will meet the Burmans in the Trang and from
the frontier of Laos.”

It is my firm belief from the local know-
ledge I obtained of the Siamese and their
country while remaining in it. that they will
merely station their armies on the frontier
and send down an army or rabble to Tavoy
stockade, themselves advancing as they know
the Burmans are out of the way or beat hy the
British.

It is my intention to proceed to Bangkok
in all next month, when I trust 1 will he
able to convince the Siamese that they have
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nothing to fear from the British, and that it
will be well for them to send their best troops
into the heart of the Burman countrv. [ have
little doubt of success. having gained the
confidence of that Government [and] having
carried on a most extensive trade for these last
three years without the alightest dispute with
that Government or populace, my orders having
always been to conform to all the laws of the
country, and I have found by ohserving a
rigid adhevence to these and honorable conduet
being observed in all transactions with the
Siamese, that the Government of Siam cer-
tainly cannot be reckoned as unfavourable or
harsh towards the British Merchant, although
[ am the only one who has sueceeded in estah-
lishing and continues to prosecute a prosperons,
extensive and inereasing trade,

In conclusion 1 beg leave to state for
the information of the Right Honorahle the
Governor General in Council that on my ar-
rival in Bangkok, should I find the Siamese
Government at all hostile to the British, which
however I have not the slightest apprehension
of. that I will not deliver a further supply of
10000 stand of muskets 1 have here and
intend taking for that Government, but shall
immediately communicate the intellicence to
the Supreme Government.

I have &ea.
(Signel)  Jonx Monraax.
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FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824,

Tu His Excentexey Cpow Knoox Kosa,
Chow Phrava Praklang
Minister for Foreien Affairs
Bangkok.

I bad already the honor of addressing vour
Excellency for the Bombay Brig Dotahov and
now again have that pleasure by my brother,
to whom I heg vour Excelleney will pay all
attention and protect, as he is a very voung
man and unacquainted with these countries. 1
have directed him to follow your Excellency's
adviee in all respects, and instructed him how
to conduct himself in your countey and which
advice 1 will hear from your own mouth
whether he has followed.

It is needless For me to say more on this
subject. and vour Excellency Iam sure will
admit that sinee I was in Bangkok all the
people that [ sent there hehaved themselves
with all propriety:

My brother is at present my sole repre-
sentative and has all my papers to this effect,
which will be shewn vou™ by him.  Captain
Thornton merely belongs to the ship and has
net power over the eargo. 1 have given ]-r:ll'l'i-
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cular directions that nothing should be sold
without consulting vou. The Captain and
officers may have in their cabins some small
quantity of goods, but of this I know nothing.
There cannot be much however.

1 have sent for His Majesty the Ring . .
Muskets 500
for the Prince Krom

Miin Chiat s 1Al
for vour Excellency - 10
o)

And all for His Majesty 20 DPieces of Artillery
for the Fort at Paknam : also a large eurions
hird that can eat iron and fght with dogs. 1
liave also an animal of the kind as the drawing,
but this I intend to deliver His Majesty when
1 visit him. 1 will leave this next month.

| have the pleasure to send vour Excel-
leney several newspapers which my brother
will read relative to the war with the Barmans,
and your Exeellency may rely upon what |
say, that in six months the Burman King
will be a prisoner in Caleutta Fort. 1 have
directed my brother to make all the necessary
presents and T beg vou will give him a? list so
as he may may do what is proper.

I have told him to build a Cadaan House
down about the Portuguese Factory as | eannot
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live at your Palace,.it interferes so much with
vour family and I shall have upwards of
twenty servants besides a guard along with me.
You will therefore be pleased to order him all
assistance so as he may get the honse ready in
time.

You will also he pleased to order the
Chinamen to pav into my brother's hands
according to the accompanying® account and
I hope also that yon will punish them for not
coming here according to their agreement.

I am &ea.

(Signed) J. Morcax.
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FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824,

Memoranda for Mr. Gillies.

The thousand muskets are intended for
the King of Siam—the gold wateh and coral
for the Prince Kroma Chiat, and the double
barrelled fowling piece and emerald ring for
the Prah-Klang. You have a letter for the
Prince and another for the Prah Klang.

Should the Prince and Minister of their
own accord, which is not improbable. introduce
the subject of our hostilities with the Burmans,
sav that Mergui and Tavoy have been oceupied
hy our troops, and that as soon as the dry season
sets in two great armies will march upon
Amarapura. the Burman capital, and that we
are determined not to lay down our arms until
we shall have dictated a safe peace to the
Burmans.  Inform them that we have no in-
tention of conquering or dismembering the
Burman Empire, but that it is not unlikely that
we shall tind it necessary for the purpose of
avoiding further aggression and insult to take
up some strong positions upon their coast and
frontier. Take oceasion upon all opportunities
that may offer to assure the Siawese of our
friendship. and that they have nothing to ap-
prehend but what is advantageons from the
result of the present contest,
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Endeavour cautiously to ascertain what
claims the Siamese still make to the provinces
of Mergui and Tavoy, which were wrested
from: them by the Burmans about 60 vears
ago, and whether they are anxious or otherwise
to repossess them. Say to them if they are,
that they ought to communicate their wishes
to the Governor General of India without loss
of time.

Ascertain whether or not the Siamese are
disposed to attack the Burmans on their nor.
thern frontier. in what manner and in what
particular guarter.

Should the Siamese be disposed to co-
operate with us, and enter into a correspondence
with our Commanders at Mergui, Tavoy, or
elsewhere, you may offer yourself as the me-
dium of explanation if they desire it, for which
purpose I furnish you with a letter of intro
duetion to Sir A, Campbell, Major Canning
and the Officer Commanding at Mergui or
Tavoy.

Pray communicate with me by every op-
portunity, or with the Governor of Prince of
Wales Island. should a fit occasion offer, and
in your narrative give as far as vou can the
literal dialogue which takes place between
vourself and the person you are conversing
with, this being the most satisfactory and an-
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FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824,

To G. Swisros Esgre.
Ht"i"l."\'. to tlll“ Government

Fort Willinm.

I have the honor to rveport for the infor-
mation of the Honble, the Governor General
in Council that an Arab vessel, which arrived
last night from one of the Malay States on
the confines of Siam, reports the death of
the King of that country, and in a manner
so circnmstantial as to entitle the account
to some credit. It is affirmed that Prince
Krom Chiat, the eldest illegitimate son of
the King, has heen enabled hy the strength
of the faction of which he is at the head
to seize upon the Crown, in opposition to the
rights of the young Prince Chao Fa, the King’s
eldest son by the favourite Queen, and who
appears to have been destined by his father
for the throne.

The Prince Krom Chiat is the same
individual who has heen long at the head
of the Foreign Department of the Siamese
(Government. | had several interviews with
himm while in that countrv, and from what
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FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824,

To G. Swistox Esqre.
Secretary in the Secret
and Political Department &ea. &ea. &ea.
Calcutta.

Sir,

L] L] Ll - - -

. The Mayhoon of Tavoy now in
office there on hearing that the Governor of
Mergui intended defence, sent to Lt. Col. Miles
to say that he was ready and willing to aid
him, if required, by 300 Tavovans, and that he
would proceed with them by a back water,
while the British troops went by sea ; his offer
was of course rejected but he sent his son with
the Lt. Col. to be of any service to him he
could.

All accounts agree in stating those pro-
vinces to be superior to any thing we have as
yet seen. The Harbour of Mergui is excel-
lent, grain at Tavoy and cattle of Mergui in
abundance.

I have &c.
(Signed) A, Camenen.
Brigr. General,
Head Quarters, Rangoon
the 23rd October 1824,
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P.S. Of the Siamese I know nothing to
be depended on. The Prince Sewarrady,
(? Swetrachatr) in his instructions to the
Governors of the maritime towns, tells them
to be on their guard as he understands four
thousand of the Siamese are on the march in
hostility against the Burmese. I also under
stand that since the fall of Tavoy a recon-
noitring party of that nation appeared in the
vicinity of the three Pagodas (Gibson’s map)
and on seeing a British Jack (given for that
purpose) flying within the Burmese boundary,
instantly retired.

(Signed) A. C.
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Bprignt [Swres FORT WILLIAM 15th November 1824,

Consualtathoms,
yol. 36d. — —— I

No. 46, To the Resident at Singapore,

Sir,

In dispatches this day addressed to the
R i P Governor of Prince of Wales Island and Br.
Straits Settloments, Genl. Sir A. Campbell® the Governor General
vol. 9. in Council has had oceasion to state at some
length his present views and impressions re-
garding the disposal of Tavoy and Mergui ;
and the agreements and exchanges which it
might be desirable to effect with the Siamese.
Copies of the above are herewith transmitted
for vour information and little remains to be
stated to yourself personally beyond the ex-
pression of the high sense entertained by
Government of the value of the communications
contained in your letters mow under consi-
deration and an acknowledgement of the very
material assistance which they have afforded
to its late deliberations.

L - L - - L

The tenor of your official communications
to the Siamese Ministers and your instructions
to Mr. Gillies on his proceeding to Bangkok in
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a commercial character are considered to be
very judicious and appropriate, His Lordship
in Council approves also the encouragement
afforded by you to the conveyance of arms
and military stores to Siam, in the course
of commercial transactions, and sanctions the
present which you recently made to the King
in the name of the Governor General of 1,000
stand of muskets. It had been in the con-
templation of Government to transmit to you
a quantity of arms to be so used, and the step
which you have taken therefore is merely a
judicious anticipation of the wishes and inten-
tions of the Governor General in Couneil.

The report of the death of the King of
Siam, and the aceession of Kroma Chiat, com-
municated. by your last dispatch, has been
noticed with much interest, and Government
will look forward with anxiety for further more
authentie intelligence.

- . - - - L]

I have &ca.
(Signed) G. SwintoN

Secy. to Govt.

Fort William
19th Novr. 1824,
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OF'R GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL
at FORT WILLIAM
in BENGAL.,

Aunswer to 2d Letter dated 23d November 1821.!

Letter dated 26th January 2 }
1822
Letter dated 27th December3)

Para. 104. These Letters. to which we
shall reply in conjunction with yvour Letter in
this Department dated the 18th of July 1823 ¢
relate chiefly to the Mission of Mr. Crawfurd
of vour Medical Establishment to the Kingdoms
of Siam and Cochin China, on which subject
we have received several Letters from the
Government of Prince of Wales Island.

105. The principal object of this Mission
appears to have been to establish an improved
commercial intercourse with these Kingdoms,
by obtaining the removal of the vexatious im-
posts and inquisitions to which the trade has
hitherto been subjected, and thus eventually to
benetit the manufacturing and trading interests
of Grent Britain.
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106, In addition to this primary object
of the Mission, vou considered that a good
opportunity would therchy be afforded for the
friendly interference of the British Govern-
ment, with the Court of Siam. in favour of its
feudatory. our Ally, the Rajah of Queda, from
whom we obtained Prince of Wales Island
and the Territory we possess on the Malayun
Peninsula.

107, When in the vear 1820, vou acqui-
esced in the proposal of the Government of
Prince of Wales' Island to depute a Commer-
cial Agent to the Court of Siam, vou very
properly directed that the utinost caution should
be used. in order that the jealousy and mistrust
of the Siamese Court might not he excited,
and that Goverpment, in deference to vour
Counsel, instead of deputing a Public Officer,
emploved a Merchant ( Mr. Morgan ), then
ahout to lj]'ll['l_‘t‘tl tor S, to |:|lt:l.ill illtu“il_{l-lu'l'
respecting  the Court, the manners of the
People, and the Commerce of the Country.

108, We were, therefore, not prepor «
to hear that, without awaiting the return of
Mr. Morgan. Mr. Crawfurd, a Medical Servant
of the Company, had been deputed in the
character of an  aceredited Agent of the
Governor General to Siam and Cochin China,
accompanied by a Survevor, Naturalist and
Sepov-Guard, in short with a vetinne, whieh it
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appears to us was caleulated to arouse the
jealousy which von had before stated von were
S0 very anxious to avoid exeiting,

109, At the Court of Siam Mr. Crawfurd
appears to have totally failed in all the objects
of his Mission ; which, in his Report of the
Jed April 1823, he attributes chiefly to the
supposed interests of the Government, and the
unguestionable interests of the Poblic Officers
of the State in upholding the present svstem of
Commerce ; partly to the ocenrrences in Queda,
and the refusal of the Governmment of Prince
of Wales Island to surrender the Rajah. amd
partly to the circnmstance of the Siamese
Government having been refused permission
to purchase Fire-Arms at British Settlements
pending  the war between the Siamese and
Burmese,

110, We doubt not that these canses may
have contributed in a great degree to the ill
success of the Mission, and we think it not
improbable that their operation was aided by
the enguiries instituted by Mr. Crawfurd re-
garding the political condition and resources of
the Nation, and the Survevs which were exe-
ented during his stay in Siam,

111, Mr. Crawfurd has proposed, as a
substitute for a direet tende with that Country,
the establishment of a Commercial Emporiom
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on the Si-Chang Islands at the head of the
Gulph of Siam : but we do not consider it ex-
pedient to entertain this proposition at present.

112, At the Court of Cochin China My,
Crawfurd appears to have been more sue-
cessful, having obtained permission for the
unrestricted resort of British vessels to most
of the Ports of the Empire (which it seems
however would not have been denied had no
Mission taken place) and ascertained that com-
merce may be there ecarvied on without any
vexatious interference on the part of the
Sovereign or his Officers, and without heing
suhjected to oppressive or unreasonable duties.

115, Upon the whole we concar with
vou in the commendation which vou have
passed upon the zeal and talents exhibited by
Mr. Crawfurd in the execution of the duties
which vou assigned to him, and we consider
the report which he has Furnished respecting
the commereial resources and political condi-
tion of the comntries which he visited as
constituting a valuable addition to the infor-
mation which we previonsly possessed upon
those interesting subjects,  We ave also not
without hope that the knowledge which he
acquired of the state of parties at Siam, of the
disposition of the Court, and of the habits and
customs of the people, may, in his present
situation of Resident at Singapore, enable him
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-

to improve any favourable opportunities which
may arise for procuring the extension to British
traders of the facilities which are now enjoyed
hy the Chinese.

114.  We approve the publication of such
portion of Mr, Crawfurd’s Report as relates to
the Commerce of Cochin China, and the Tariff
of duties which was furnished to that gentle-
man, for the information of the Mercantile
Community.

I15. We have learned with regret that
the Rajah of Queda has been driven from his
dominions hy the Siamese Authorities, and had
taken refuge at Penang, where he was very
properly afforded an asvlum, and a suitable
allowance for his maintenance. The Govern-
ment of Penang acting under your instructions,
very properly avoided giving any cause of
offence on this ovceasion to the Siamese Goy-

ernment,
] L] L] - - L]
We are
Your affectionate Friends,
(Signed) W, Asten
&e. &e.o &,
London

the G April 1825,
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FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1523,

To G. Swixrox Esqre.
Secretary to the Government,
FORT WILLIAM.

Sir,

Mr. Storm the Supra Cargo of the Brig
Pheenix h:‘l'ﬁ'ing submitted to the (rovernment
a complaint of ill usage by the Siamese Goy-
ernment, sustained by himself and the Com-
mander of that vessel, | am directed by the
Honble. the Governor in Couneil to transmit
copies of the documents relative thereto for
the information of the Most Noble the Governor
General in Council, to which Authority Mr.
Storm  has heen referred, as he is about to
proceed to Bengal and this Government does
not under existing eirenmstances consider itself
at liberty to call on the Siamese Court for anv
explanation on the subject. .

I have &ea.
(Signed) W, S, Cracrorr

Avtg. Secv. to Govt.

Fort Cornwallis

the ith December 1522,
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FORT WILLIAM 15th January 1823.

Tao Mr. CRAWFGRD.
To J. Crawrurp Esqre.

&oea. &ea. &ca.
Sir,

[ am directed to transmit to you the en-
closed original dispatches received from Sir
Thomas Stamford Raffles, and the Secretary
to the Government of Prince of Wales's Island
relative to the complaints of ill usage expe-
rienced by Mr. Storm, the Supra Cargo, and
Captain Smith Commander of the Brig Pheenix
at the hands of the Government of Siam, and
fo desire that you will be pleased to submit
any further information on the subject, and
any observations which your experience of the
character and conduct of the Siamese autho-
rities and usages of the country may enable
vou to state in elucidation of the transaction
in (uestion.

I have &ca.
(3d.) G. SwixTox
Secretary to the Government,

Council Chamber
15th Japuary 1823.
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FORT WILLIAM T7th February 1823

Mr. CRaAwWFURD
(Service)
To Georce Swintox Esqre.

Secretary to the Government.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledee the
receipt of your letter of the 15th instant trans-
mitting original despatches from Sir T. S,
Raffles and the Secretary to the Government
of Prince of Wales's Island, relating to a eom-
plaint of ill nsage experienced by Mr. Storm,
the Supra Cargo, and Captain Smith, Com-
mander of the Brig Pheenix, and directing me
to submit such further explanation respecting
the transaction in guestion as it was in my
power to give.

2. In regard to specific information re-
specting the circumstances of the transaction
itself, I have nothing to add, my knowledge
having indeed been derived from the same
source as the Statements laid before Govern-
ment. I have no doubt however judging from
the well known character of the Simmese in
general, and in particular of the individuals who
were guilty of the outrage on the persons
of these gentlemen, that the written account of
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Mr. Storm, i< essentially correct and candid.
While I admit however the unjustifiable and
unmanly character of the outrage committed
by the Siamese, it is not to be denied but
that the condnet of Messrs. Storm and Smith
in destroying a horse in the vicinity of the
palace, an action however seemingly unim-
portant in itself, was indiscreet or inconsiderate,
and could not but be looked upon by the
Siamese, if not as an insult to their Sovereign,
at least as a Signal one to their religion. To
render this intelligible I must observe that the
Siamese are strict followers of the worship of
Buddha and of the doctrines of the metempsy-
chosis, and that consequently their religion
strictly inhibits the destruction of the lives of
all animals and especially of the larger animals.
This is carried so rigidly into practice that in
the river Me-nam within a certain distance
of the palace, it is even held unlawful to fish.
While I make this Statement 1 feel perfectly
assured than the act of Messrs. Storm and
Smith, whose conduct during the whole of my
experience of them at Siam, was marked by
great temperance and forbearance in their inter-
course with the natives, arose from momentary
inadvertence and was altogether unpremeditat-
ed. I am not even prepared to deny but that
the Siamese may have been less anxious upon
this occasion to vindicate their religion than to
make use of the affront offered to it as a pretext
for the outrage which they committed. 1 am
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fully convinced at the same time from all the
circumstances of the case, that no intention
existed of offering any affront to our Govern-
ment, as had this been the case, many more
ohvious and decided means of marking their
mtention lay in their power.

3. I am prepared to vouch for the ae-
curacy of the statement made by Mr. Storm
in his letter to the Resident of Singapore,
respecting the conduct pursued towards himself
and Captain Smith in their commercial trans.
actions by the Officers of the Siamese Court.
Nothing indeed could be more unfair or more
illiberal. It was the very conduct pursued
towards these gentlemen which put me upon
my guard in my negociations with the Court
against the promises of liberal conduct in their
future commereial intercourse with us, which
its Officers were but too ready to make.

1. In the same letter of Mr. Storm to the
Resident of Singapore, there are two Charges
made against the Siamese Government, one
for Kidnapping Slaves from the Port of
Calcutta,—and the others for the maltreatment
of lascars taken away by a Ship of the King of
Siam from the same place. I have the best
reasons for believing that these Statements are
perfectly accurate. The slaves alluded to were
seen almost daily by every individual belong-
ing to the Mission, and there are, [ believe,
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now in Caleutta, persons who sailed in the
King of Siam’s ship, who can depose as to the
manner in which the slaves alluded to were
kidnapped. From the enquiries which I made
while at Siam the practice of Kidnapping slaves
does not seem to be confined to the instances
now bronght forward. The Siamese Govern-
ment, while it strictly prohibits its own Subjects
from leaving the country even for legitimate
purposes, encourages the importation of Slaves
from every quarter. The Foreign Minister
has now a number of Slaves who were kid-
napped from the island of Java. These persons
were Subjects of the Netherlands Government,
and their seizure was made a Subject of re-
monstrance by the Dutech Commissioner who
went to Siam in 1819,

I have &eca.

(Signed) J. CrawrUgp.

Caleuntta
20th January 1823,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 November 1822,

To W. A. Cuusrey Esquire,

Secretary to Government at P. W. Island.
Sir,

The uncertainty of my touching at your
Island induces me to forward the enclosed
letters, and as I only arrived this morning,
[ am unable to send a copy [of] the outrage
committed by the Siamese Government upon
Captain Smith and me, but as Mr. Thomson, a
passenger for Bengal by the Wellington, has a
copy I hope he will have the kindness to
forward it to you.

I have &e.
(Signed) W. Storm.

Singapore
14 November 182°.
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 December 1822,

Me. W. STORM.

To W. A, Crosrey Esquire
Secretary to Government
Prince of Wales Island.
Sir,

I beg leave to make known to you, for
the information of the Honble. the Governor,
the barbarous treatment which Captain Smith
and I experienced in Siam,

The enclosed will convey but a faint idea
of our sufferings, but it may be sufficient to
deter others from placing themselves in the
power of so deceitful a race.

We sailed from Bengal in the Brig Pheenix
in Febraary last, and arrived at Bangkok in
early part of May.

As the Mission of the Governor General
was there at the time we hoped to derive some
advantage from that circumstance, but unfor-
tunately we did not find it the case, notwith-
standing Mr. Crawfurd’s exertions in our favor,
for the Court seemed to take g pleasure in
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throwing obstructions in the way of the dispo-
sal of our cargo, and we were in consequence
obliged to bring back a considerable quantity
of goods which remained unsold.

The advantages we might however have
ultimately overcome, but Captain  McDonnell
had unwarrantably and contrary to his Charter
Party introduced a cargo of upwards of 60,000
Dollars worth of goods in the Embassy Ship
Jobn Adam, and as they were not subject to
the usual charges of freight and other expenses,
the Company paving all these, and as the
principal part of his cargo was on commission
and received at Penang and Singapore, he was
enabled to sell at prices which could never pay
the merchant though it might answer his pur-
pose at the time.

I have &ea.

(Signed) W, Stora.

Ship John Adam
1 Deer. 1822,
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An Account of an Outrage which took place
in Siam in 1822,

In consequence of a message received
from the (1) Prince Kroma Miin Chiat, we
proceeded about 1 o'clock p.m. on Saturday,
19 October 1822, to his Palace, where on our
arrival we were treated with more than usual
attention,

After waiting a considerable time, a con-
versation took place respecting our having fire
arms, when we assured them we had none.
They, however, were not satisfied, and insisted
upon searching us when we rose to go away (2).

The court vard had been gradually filled
and now seemed crowded with people (3), and
our getting up seemed to be the signal for a
general attack, for numbers immediately rushed
forward and struck at and separated us in an
instant.

(1). The eldest, but natural son of the King's.
He is at the head of the Commercial and some other
Dy part ments,

{2) We had been twice in the Palace before, and
knew it never had been required of either European
or American.  We wers therefore surely not wrong in
saying * we would not be searched "—and they never
attempted it by foree,

(3). About 5 or 600 soldiers were zaid to have
been inside the walls on this oceasion,
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Captain Smith was carried into the court
yard, where he defended himself for some time,
but it was impossible to contend long with such
fearful odds, for they soon overpowered him,
and pulling him to the ground, kicked him
hackwards and forwards until he became in-
sensible.

When the attack first commenced, I was
unwilling to believe it intended, and fell back
into the place where we had just been sitting,
but it was no longer sacred, for they followed
till I reached the wall, when placing myself on
the defensive, I kept the crowd for some time
at bay. It was however impossible to resist
such an attack for any length of time, when
seizing my legs and arms they dragged me to
the ground and in this manner carried me
hackwards and forwards.

I was now unable to offer any further
resistance and they availed themselves of it,
for hands, feet and elbows came upon me
in every direction, while my hands and feet
were pulled and twisted so painfully as to
leave no hope of getting out of their hands
alive.

Finding however that I did not fall under
this barbarous treatment, they attempted once
or twice by placing their knees in my back
to break it, but not succeeding they seized
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my neckeloth, and pulling it with all their
might nearly strangled me.

Early in the attack the bridge of my nose
had been broken, and so rapidly did the blood
accumulate in my throat that while they were
dragging me backwards and forwards 1 was
often nearly choked.

During the whole of this time the Prince,
the (4) Prah Klang, the Rajah of Ligor and
many others of the first rank stood looking on,
enjoying the scene, but at length being satiated,
and seeing probably that I must soon sink
under their eruelty if pushed much further,
I was placed on the floor, and pulling or
rather wrenching my arms back, they placed
on my ankles two pair of irons weighing about
20 Ibs,

I now for the first time recognized Captain
Smith at some distance, having irons put upon
him also. He appeared to have suffered as
much as I had. We were both bleeding pro-
fusely and so beaten and bruised as to be
hardly able to move.

The Prah Klang, accompanied by several
Rajahs of high rank, then made his appearance,

. (4). A relation of the King’s and has the imme-
diate management of the shipping under the Prince. -
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and exulting seemingly in our sufferings told
us ““that we had now seen what the Siamese
Tomasha was"—while the Talow [ta'alluk]
sent a message to Captain Smith to say “That
*he understood the English thought the Siamese
* were afraid of them but he hoped we were
*now convineed that they were not.”

We were then asked some questions re-
specting a (5) horse which the King was said
to have returned to us after keeping him six
months, and which from our having neither
room nor provisions for, we were under the

(5) Wa had brought as a present to the King
a white horse. He was much pleased with him, and
a few days before he was retorned had been placed
next to himsell but one in his annval procession round
his Palace. He had been in his possession for nearly
six months, yet notwithstanding he was returned
within three or four days of onr intended departure.
This measure we conceived unkuown to the Kiung,
and done with the view of the Prah Klang and some
of the others putting the present usually given in
return into their own pockets. They expected us no
doubt to go upon all fours to entreat them to take him
back. This we were not exactly disposed to do and
having neither room nor provisions of any kind for
the poor animal we were under the painful necessity
of ordering him to be killed. Their returning him
was an insult but we had the countenance of the other
Europeans in Bangkok at the time and even tle
Knockiedhars [ Nakhoda] justified our conduct to the
Prah Klang, indeed one of them spoke so boldly on
the occasion that he answered to a question who he
was and what territory his Master (the Imaum of
Mascat) had, that he is a friend of the English,
that he is what he is, and such as he is 1 am his
servant.
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necessity of killing, and as he then became our
own property again we thought we had a right
to do with him what we pleased. We then
complained of their conduet to us—that we
had been in their country for six months, and
during the whole of the time they knew that
we had not only alwavs conducted ourselves
without blame, but even to their satisfaction ;
that we had paid them upwards of 10,000 (6)
Ticals in duties and charges which they had
admitted was more than any other Ship had
ever paid them and it was eruel after such
general good conduct on our part to have been
s0 barbarously used.

¢ To this appeal we got no satisfactory reply,
and soon after were told to retire to a place
which had been prepared for us. Here we
found only a straw mmt spread upon the ground
and a leather pillow, but fortunately they after-
wards allowed us to add to it the bedding from
my sampan. The place was only about 15 feet
long by 10 broad, and our guard, consisting of
10 or 12 men, remained constantly with us.

The four Lascars who had accompanied us
into the Palace were also severely beaten and
two of them who happened to have their usual
Lasear knives had besides the two pair of irons,

{G) 6,154 Spanish Dollara.
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an iron collar put vound their necks and then
chained to the wall.

The whole business appears to have been
previously arranged, for immediately after we
had left the brig, two armed junks dropped
down alongside of her, while several boats
having each a gun mounted and carrying a
number of armed soldiers continued to row
might and day alongside of our and Captain
MeDonnell's brig.  Several houses also near
the shipping were filled with soldiers.

Several Rajahs came to us on the follow-
iz afternoon (Sunday) to tell us, as they said,
our faults, and that thev would write to the
Rajah of Penang on the subject. They then
proceeded to read—*“That we had killed s
*“horse in the King's hoat—that we had said
*that we would have killed it before the Prah-
*“ Klang—that two of the Lascars (7) had
“knives when they entered the Palace which
*was contrary to the custom of Siam—that we
“were indebted to the Prah-Klang for not
“having been beaten to death—that we had
“refused to be searched, and that and killing
“the horse were two great faults in Siam—
*that if a Siamese had done it he would have
‘“been put to death, but that the Prince out

{7) They had done su twice befure at least,
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“of his great friendship for the Rajahs of
* Bengal and Penang had forgiven us—that
“our brig (8) must immediately proceed to
* Paknam (9)—that our guns could not be
" returned to us for fear we should attack some
** of their vessels outside, but that they would
* be sent after us, and that we should be sent
*down to Paknam in one of the King's boats.™

Here we ventured to make a few remarks
in our own favor, and to request some altera-
tions in their plans, but were told the case had
already been decided on by these great men of
the Empire, that no alteration whatever could
take place afterwards—so that we were punish-
ed first and afterwards tried and found guilty
without being allowed to make any defence or
¢ven he present.

It was then asserted that I had been the
first aggressor in striking the head Cholidar,
[watchman] but after waiting upwards of half
an hour they were content to abandon it—a
most convineing proof of their own guilt,

We had been advised on Saturday night
to write a letter (No. 1*) to the Prince, but
so afraid do they appear to have been at what

{8) The Pheenix of Caleutta.
(9) A village near the mouth of the river,
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they had done that we were forgiven before
they knew the contents of it. On Tuesday it
was returned to us and they then dictated
No. 2* in which they allow us [to] retain the
same paragraph stating our good conduct during
the six months we had been in their country.
With such a testimony as this, and at a time
when we were their prisoners, and in irons,
surely we need no other to prove we could have
done no wrong, and that it was for no act of
our own that we had been subjected to such
barbarous usage.

Our brig was unable to proceed down the
river on Tuesday, and I take this opportunity
of saying that we are much indebted to Captain
MeDonnell for the assistance he gave both in
men and boats.

The following day having been fixed for
our liberation we looked forward to it with the
utmost anxiety. In the early part of it the
Mussulman whom we had carried with us from
Bengal and through whom the principal part
of our cargo had been sold made his appearance,
accompanied by two of the crannies, or Court
Writers, who told us that he would not be
permitted to return with us, as he was required
for the King's ship. As the man himself was
unwilling to remain, and his services almost
absolutely necessary to us, we remonstrated
strongly against this arbitrary act, but all in vain.
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The whole of our accounts were now to
settle with him, but they hurried us in the
most shameful manner, and would not allow
us to speak one word to him but in their
hearing, and from the shortness of the period
having heen unable to collect the whole of our
debts, we were compelled to leave a consider-
able sum to be recovered by him.

The irons of the Lascars had already been
knocked off, and they now proceeded to remove
ours, which from the hardness of the iron or
their awkwardness was effected with difficulty
and pain.

After visiting the Prah Klang, who was
m the Palace, we were permitted to depart
after having been four days in confinement
without advice or assistance, though suffering
severely from the bruises and wounds we had
received.

It would however be the height of ingra-
titude if I omitted to mention the extraordinary
kindness of Chow Crom, a nobleman in the
Prince’s service, with whom I was on terms
of the greatest intimacy. His influence in
the Palace procured the admission of articles
which were prohibited, and that respect from
our guards which saved us from insult. He
strained every nerve to obtain our release, and
besides visiting us often himself, he sent his
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young son who was much attached to me to
remain with us, while two of his servants
were in constant attendance.

As a contrast to this, I regret to say that
Senr. Carlos ML de Silveiro, a Brazilian by
birth, and assuming the title of Portuguese
Consul at Siam, acted very differently. His
favors we did not want, but it appears he was
consulted previous to the outrage upon us,
when he declared that the British Government
would never take any notice of whatever acts
of violence or injustice they might think proper
to commit upon us

It was night when we reached Paknam,
and here we were told that if we would lea'.e
our long boat, our guns would be sent out to
us after we got over the bar. But our men we
could not spare, and our boat was absolutely
necessary to enable us to get out. We how-
ever offered to pay any sum they pleased if
they would send them to us, but with this
they would not comply.

Our linguist left us on Thursday morning,
when we got under weigh, promising to return
with a pilot, but as he never ecame back and
had told our gunner in Bangkok that we should
neither get our guns nor a pilot, it would seem
as if the Siamese were desirous in addition to
their ill usage that we should lose our vessel,



244

Feeling however that we were not safe while
within reach of such a treacherous race, we
endeavoured to make the best of our way but
unfortunately on Friday morning 25 October
we took the ground, and owing to the spring
tide not rising sufficiently we did not get over
the bar till the 1st of November when we pro-
ceeded on our voyage.

(Signed) W. Storu.
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec, 1822.

(No. 1—Copy.)
To the Prixce Kron Mox Cuer.

May it please your Royal Highuess

We are strangers, and came to your coun-
try for the purpose of trade, and during the
six months we have now been here, there is no
man who can find fault with us.

If we have done wrong now, it is from
ignorance of your customs, and as we are sorry
for it we hope yon will allow us [to] go on
board of [our] ship, as we are very ill and
must certainly die if kept here any longer.

We are &e.
(Signed) W. StorM

Cnas. E. Syara,

Bangkok
19 October 1822,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec. 1822.

(No. 2 Copy.)
To His Royal Highness
The Prixce Kroma Mon Cuer.

May it please your Royal Highness

We are strangers and came to your coun-
try for the purpose of trade, and during the
six months we have now been here, there is no
man who can find fault with us.

We brought a horse as a present to the
King, which we understood from the (1) horse
keeper was to be returned, and we told him
“to do so” and when it came alongside of
the ship we were angry and ordered it to be
killed in the boat in the presence of the horse
keeper, but we since understand it is a crime
according to the laws of your country, and are
therefore sorry for it.

That when you sent for us, the Chokeedars
were afraid we had arms, and wished to search

1) It was the writers who have the settlement
of all the duties, charges &c. on the ship who told us,
but the horse keeper whom we had not seen appears to
have been brought forward to screen them.

(5d.) W. 8.
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us, which we ohjected to, and wished to go
away, upon which a quarrel ensued, and upon
trying to force our way, they beat us. That
if we have therefore not obeyed your laws we
hope you will forgive us for both these faults,
and allow us [to] go on board ship again, as
we are so very ill that we must die if kept any
longer in confinement.

We are &ea.
(Signed) W, Story
Cuas. E. Syrra.

Bangkok
19 October 1822,

As Mr. Storm was about to proceed to
Bengal THE SECRETARY reports that he
was referred to the Most Noble the Governor
General in Council as the Supreme Authority
in matters of a political nature, and that
copies of the above documents were forwarded.
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FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1823.

To The Honorable
Sm T. S. Rarries Kr.

Lieutenant Governor.

Honble. Sir,

I herewith beg leave to transmit for your
information a letter of yesterday's date® ad-
dressed to me by Mr. Storm Supercargo of
the Brig Pheenix with enclosures relative to
the very shameful and most barbarous usage
himself and Captain Smith, Commander of the
Vessel, appear to have experienced at the hands
of the Siamese Government.

It will of course be for yourself and the
higher authorities to judge of the measures
which may be deemed most expedient to pursue
on this occasion, it appears to me however,
that the insult was intended to be offered more
to the British Government than to the unfor-
tunate sufferers themselves.

[ have &c.
(Signed) Ww, Farquaar

Resident.
Singapore
15th November 1822,
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FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1823,

To Coroxgr Fanouiian

tesident &ea, Singapore,
=ir.

1. It hecomes my painful duty to make
known to vou the barbarous treatment Captain
Smith and 1 experienced in Siam in the hope
that its publicity may at least deter others from
putting themselves in the power of a Govern-
ment so truly infamous as their conduct to us
must alwavs rank them.

2, We arrived in Siam in May last with
a cargo well suited to the market and consisting
of such a variety of goods as had never been
taken there hefore.

3. Um our arrival we had a great many
fair promises, made us by the Court but
unfortunately all their favors ended there.
Indeed thev seemed to take a pleasure in
throwing obstacles in the way of the sale of
our goods for they would neither buy them-
selves not let any body else.  In this state
they continned so long that we had serious
intentions of leaving the Port when they then
eame forward and purchased a few articles



some of which we were afterwards obliged
to let them have at a less price than they
bought them for, and others they only
took away a week or so before our depar-
ture.

4. Our samples they also kept an un-
reasonable length of time and would neither
return them nor buy them, though we could
have repeatedly sold them to others, by ‘which
means when we did get them back the sale
was gone by and they were thrown upon our
bands.  Again when they gave us liberty to
sell they gave orders at the same time to the
("hokeedars not to permit any body to purchase.
Thiz we detected but complaint was useless,
for no man in Siam dare tell his superior any
thing which i= disagreeable nor one servant of
the Court complain against another. Even when
we did sell we were not then certain we were
doing right, for if an article reached the Court
through the hazaar and happened to be liked
all the buyers were called upon to give up their
purchases, and if this was impracticable they
were fined or flogged and imprisoned. Such
unjust and arbitrary conduct as this rendered
it impossible to dispose in a reasonable time
of a cargo of any amount and as Captain
MeDonnell had most unjustifiably brought in
the Embassy Ship goods to the amount of
npwards of 60,000 Dollars worth we were
compelled to sell at very low prices,



251

5. The King of Siam has a ship which
was sent last vear to Caleutta and carried back
five slaves purchased there and a number of
Lascars, British Subjects. All British ships
are obliged to enter into a bond to return such
Lascars as they take away, and it seems strange
that a foreign Power should have advantages
in our ports which we have not ourselves.

ti. The slaves could not have heen taken
away with the knowledge of Government but
the Lascars were obtained through the Registry
office. for we are in possession of their tickets.

7. This ship returned to Siam while we
were there and all the Lascars were turned
adrift and with difficulty obtained their wages.
Some of them entered with us—a few with
Captain MeDonnell and others were taken by the
Knockeedhar [ Nakhoda | of a ship belonging to
the Imaum of Museat. This was all very well
as long as the King of Siam did not want them,
but just before we came away they had come to
the determination of sending their ship to Cevlon
and Bombay.  Accordingly a demand was made
to deliver them up, or have them taken by force,
while the Avab Kuockeedhar was threatened
if he did not eomply to be pnt in irons,

8. These threats hal not however the
dlesired effect. but our refusal to deliver them
up enraged the Prab-Klang bevond all bounds,
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and he gave orders that we should not have a
passport till we eomplied.

1 have also to complain that several letters
for me, having [ believe enclosures for the
Government put under charge of one of the
linguists by Mr. Crawfurd and the other
rentlemen of the Mission, were detained and
opened by the Prab-Klang and by his orders
translated by a Portuguese priest.  This
flagrant act is so well known in Siam that
latterly no person pretended even to say that it
was not the case, ‘

The enclosnres contain some aceount of
their treatment of Captain Smith and myself.
You will see how infamously we have been
usedd, and how near we were of falling a sacri-
fice to their barbaritv. The effects of it 1
shall probably never get over. for 1 have heen
excecdingly il ever since.

I know not what view the Government of
India may be disposed to take of the subject,
but as the Court of Siam charge British ships
higher duties and port charges (1) than they

(1) The Port charges amounted to 1,499 ticals
3 miains [saliing] 1 prang [fuang], but they refused to
give, as ie customary, the particulars, A Brig pays
only half Port charges and the usoal sum is 1.000 or
1,050 ticals or 500 Dollars, while we paid 740% Dollars ;
a nhnrm{ so unreasonable that it can only be attributed
to a desire to avoid any commerca with the British.
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do any other Power and shew less favor to
them in their dealings it seems but fair that
some measure of retaliation at least should be
adopted with regard to their ships and junks
frequenting our ports,

I have &ca.
(Signed) W Sror.

Brig: Phaenix
Singapore Roads
14th Novr. 1822,

P.S. The detention against his own will
of our Mussulman Mollim is an act of the
greatest injustice. He had been employed by
us in the sale of the principal part of our cargo
and independent of the risk we run of never
getting the money left with him to collect, we
were deprived of his services at a time when
we needed them most.
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FORT WILLIAM 7th FE]'I‘PT!{H"F 1823,

AN ACCOUNT of an outrage which took

place in Siam in 1822,

About 1 o’clock p.m. on Saturday the 19th
October 1822 the Christian Captain of the
Port (1) came on board the Brig Pheenix of
Calcutta and told us that the Prince Krom
Miin Chet (2) wished to see us, immediately
upon which we hurried away in my sampan

-accompanied by our Mussulman lingunist and

the Port Captain following in his own boat.

The part of the palace in which the Prince
resides is situated on the right bank of the
river Me-nam, about 2 miles above the ship-
ping. The entrance is filthy and through a
bazar. It is a square building surrounded with
high walls and has two gates. Adjoining te
the Audience Hall there is a place open in front
where all visitors are obliged to wait till it is
the pleasure of his Royal Highness to see them.
Here we had remained some time when we
expressed to our linguist, and particularly

(1) A native Portogunese.

(2) A son ofthe King's, who has charge of the
Commercial Department, &ca.
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mentioned to him then as well as formerly in
the boat, that we had hurried away upon the
assurance of not being detained when our
dinner was almost ready to be placed upon the
table, and that we should not wait too long
but go away and return some other time. To
this he did not tell us we could not go away
nor make any observation which could lead
us to form any idea of our being under
restraint.

The Court yard now seemed to be rapidly
filling with people, but as our linguist stated it
was usual, it did away with our suspicions
for the moment ; but observing the crowd still
increasing, the strictness of the door-keepers
in preventing any person going out and a
sword or two occasionally carried into the
Palace, I became uneasy and said, if the Prince
was not likely to come out soon we must go
away. Upon which we were told he had come
out and would see us in a few minutes. A
conversation then took place between Captain
Smith and the Port Captain respecting our
having fire arms, when we assured him we had
no such thing, and indeed he must have known
it himself, for we came away from the Brig so
hurriedly as not to have allowed ourselves
sufficient time to make any change in our
dress or even to go into our cabins. We then
said we had been twice there before without
any search having been required and it seemed
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strange they should now wish to adopt a
measure so obnoxious, Captain Smith then
said they insisted upon searching us and there-
fore we had better go away, upon which we
both got up. This moment appeared to be the
signal of attack for we were immediately struck
and surrounded by such numbers as to preclude
any hope of escape, or of resistance being of
the slightest use ; but the human mind is not
easily subdued and in the midst of the greatest
dangers it resists insult and oppression. Ac-
cordingly Captain Smith defended himself for
some time in the Court Yard where he had
been carried, while I retreated with my back
to the wall to the same place where we had
been sitting only a moment before. Here I
defended myself for some time against their
brutal attack, but at length was overpowered,
when seizing my legs and arms they twisted
them in the most painful manner, at the same
time carrying me backwards and forwards,
sometime with my face down, at others up.
During the whole of the time they continued
to beat me with both hands and feet in the
most inhuman manner, and once or twice at-
tempted to break my back by placing their
knees in it. They then seized my neckeloth
which they twisted in such a manner as to
induce me to believe they intended to strangle
me, and afterwards to leave so much pain as
to render me unable to eat with comfort for
some time,



In the early part of the senfile I received
a blow on the nose which broke the bridge,
and from the position | was in when they were
carrving me the blood collected so fast in my
throat that I was often nearly choked. for 1
comld neither swallow nor throw it out.

Having at length satisfied themselves in
their hrutal attack they placed me on the floor
and pulling or rather wrenching my arms hack
they put two pair of irons on my ancles weigh-
ing ahout twenty pounds,

While this operation was going on 1 ob-
served Captain Smith for the first time in the
same situation, after having suffered severely,
and been thrown down and kicked forwards and
hackwards till e was For some time insensible.
It was however ditfienlt to sav which had
suffered most, but our eves seemed to have
heen their principal aim for we were both
mach disigured then and Captain Smith had a
cut on the forehead. Both our watches
caps had been torn from us; but Captain Smith
recovered his almost immediately while 1 did
not et my watch for 3 davs afterwards
and wmy eap and knife were never returned.
Nothing could exceed the barbarity with which
we were used.  Hands, feets and elbows were
all emploved without merey.  Death would
have been preferable to what we suffered, and
no entreaties conld move them to desist.
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The Prah Klang now made his appearance
accompanied by several Rajahs of high rank
and told us while bruised and bleeding and
loaded with irons that we had * now seen what
“a Siamese Tomasha was.” This man's con-
duet had always been bad but upon the present
occasion it was brutal in the extreme for he
seemed to exult in our distress.

The Taloon (4) also sent.-u message to
Captain Smith * that he understood the English
* thought the Siam :se were afraid of them but
“he hoped we were now convinced they were
“pot.””  Pretty convincing proof indeed when
about 500 or 6500 men were thonght necessary
to attack two defenceless men who had neither
means of escape nor resistance against such an
overwhelming foree.

They then proceeded to enguire into the
canse of our killing a horse which the King
had returned to us, when we answered that it
wias our own property and we thought we had
a right to do with it as we liked. We then
complained of their outrage upon us and stated
that we had been in their country for six
months, that we had paid them upwards of
ten thousand ticals in duties and charges, which
was more than any one ship had done before,

(4) An officer conjected with the shipping.
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and that it was havd within a few days of our
intended departure to be so ill used. We how-
over got no satisfactory-answer and were told
afterwards that Raasday, the Mussulman Cran-
ni, who was the interpreter. did not communi-
cate all we said.

We were thien desired to withdraw to «
shade near the gate, which had been prepared
for us, but our bones would have suffered
more than they did. and they suffered enongh,
if the bedding of my sampan had not been
fortunately hrought unto ns,

The four Lascars who had in the absence
of my hoatmen accompanied us were also
severely beaten and two of them who had their
usual knives with them had, in addition to the
two pair of irons on their legs, a collar round
their necks and were fastenened to the wall
with a chain.

The whole bosiness appears to have been
previously arranged, for immediately after we
left the brig two armed junks dropped down
alongside of us and several gun boats, having
each a gun mounted and earrying a number of
armed soldiers, continued to row alongside of

(*There appears v ys_and Captain MeDonnell's brig,*® for Portu-
ki guese linguist were also put on board who
were obliged to answer the boats as they hailed

while the houses in front of the Prah-Klang
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and his brother were filled with armed men.
A message was also sent on board that if they
kept quiet and no body left the vessel no harm
would be done to them.

We were also told that Senhor Carlos ML
de Silveiro. who assumes the title of Portu-
guese Consul, had been consulted by the Prah
Klang and that he gave it as his opinion [that
they ] might proceed to these extremities with
us in perfect safetv, for that our Government
would never take any notice of it.

About two hours after we had been put in
coufinement we were visited by my  Friend
("hou Croom, a Siamese of rank. and from his
heing at the head of the Establishment of the
Prince, we were supplied with comfort aul
treated with attention by our guards, which we
could not have expected otherwise. He re-
gretted much having been absent at the time
of our arrival, as he could have prevented the
unfortunate oceurrence which had taken place,
and would now endeavour to do all in his
power to obtain our release. bt as a prelimi-
mary step it would be necessary for us to sav
every thing they wished,

We were guarded most strictly, having
S or 10 men constantly with us in a place
about 15 feet long hy 10 broad and others
during the night came round frequently with
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torches to see that all was right, while the
courtvard was filled with armed soldiers.

U Sunday afterncon the brother of the
Prah Klang with 3 or 4 other Rajahs came
into our prison to tell usas they said our faults,
and that they wounld write to the Rajah of
Penang on the subject.

They then proceeded to read—that we had
killed a horse in the King's hoat—that we had
=aidd we would have killed it before the Prah-
Klang—that two of the Lascars had knives
when they entered the palace which was con-
trary to the custom of Siam—that we were
indebted to the Prah Klang for not being beaten
to death— that we had refused to be searched
and that and killing the horse were two great
faults in Siam, and that if done by a native it
wonld have been death ; but that the Prince out
of his great friendship for the Rajahs of Bengal
and Penang had forgiven us—that the brig must
immediately proceed to Paknam. Here we
ventured to make a few remarks in our own
defence and as we were verv unwell offered
to deliver up all our muskets, pistols and
swords if they would only allow us to go on
hoard then, promising at the same time if we
moved out of the vessel, that theyv might cut
our heads off.  But we were stopped and told
that the case had already been deecided upon
by these great men of the Kingdom and no
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alteration whatever could possibly take place
after their decision. They then said that our
Mussulman Malun [mate] could remain and
settle our accounts and afterwards join us
either at Paknam or outside of the Bar.

It was here insinuated that 1 had been the
first transgressor in striking one of the Choki-
dhars, but [ dared them to the proof. but so
confident were they that they waited half an
hour at least, but afterwards abandoned it—a
most convineing proof that they were the
AggTessors,

They then returned us the first letter
which we had written to the P'rince and die-
tated another No. 2.* from which it will appear
that even in their own eves our faults were
not very great. and as they admitted we had
conducted ourselves for six months without
fault, surely their treatment was most unjusti-
tinhle—for what had we done 2 We hrought
a horse as a present to the King. He had
cost us some monev and a great deal of trouble.
He was accepted and much liked and taken
away without askinz our leave—and but a few
days before had been in such high favor as to
be placed next but one to the King in his
annual  procession, but it had been thought
proper after keeping him for six months to
return him. for what reason we are ignorant.
We had no aceommodation nor provision for



him. He was again our own property. They
had used him ill and insulted us and unjustly
thought the first loss the best—accordingly
when he came alongside we ordered him to be
killed. We also said we would not be search-
ed—hut did they ever attempt it ? No, thev
knocked ns down first, and searched us after-
wards. Good God ! surely this was not treat-
ment which any body living for six months in
a country without blame or reproach could
have expected. If any Ffault could have heen
found with us it was an opportunity well cal-
culated for bringing any hody into favor, but
though I believe all the population of Bangkok
came to see us, vet not one had a smile on
their countenance nor an ill word to give us.
Even the (5) Pia Chulab, (6) Raasday, and
(7) Luang Sawat, our great enemies dare not
say a word and when they and the Prah Klang
were silent all men must be content to hold
their tongues, for there are not four greater
villains unhung.

{3). A Mussulmanand the King's interpreter.
He and a Siamese Pia Siphiphat value the kincaubs
and other valuable articles for the Court. He hag
always shown himself decidedly hostile to the British.

(6). The son of the Pia Chutalah and one ot the
principal Crannies—the accounts of duties and charges
are made up by him and o great part of the cargo
wanted for the Conrt is valued by him.

(7) The son of the Pia Siphipat and coadjntor of
Raasday and as a great a villain, but not so much
duplicity:
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Through the favor of Chon Croom we
obtained leave to have one pair of our irons
removed which afforded us great relief, but we
could not procure the same indulgence for the
poor Lascars as it was a special Favour aranted
to s only.

On Tuesday the brig moved down the
viver, and | take this opportunity of saving
that we are much indebted to Captain MeDou-
nell for the assistance he gave of men and
hoats, and withont which it could not have
heen accomplished so sooun.

On Wednesday the 2ird October some
of the same great men who had visited us
formerly came for the purpose of Captain
McDonnell's* to the Prince and fortunately it
agreed with the translation in their possession.

Our Mussulman was introduced, but ae-
companied by the Cranuies Raasday and Luang
Sawat. and such was the strictness exercised,
that though we had the whoele of our accounts
to settle, it was obliged to be done publicly.
nor was any pri‘h‘:m' conversation whatever
allowed. We were obliged to leave a large
sum of money to be collected by him. and as
the Prah Klang. much to our loss and against
hoth his and our inclination, kept him to go
in the King's ship, it is doubtful if we shall
ever receive the amount left with him.
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The irons of the Lascars had already been
taken off and they now proceeded to remove
ours, when packing up everything we were
ready to go, but a message was brought ns
that the Prah Klang expected a visit and we
were abliged to submit.

We then proceeded about 3 o'clock to the
Ghaut [landing place,] accompanied by my
never to be forgotten friend Chow Crom and
his affectionate son Aam, and embarking to my
great jov in my own sampan, instead of a King's
hoat, proceeded down the river. accompanied by
a Siamese of rank awd the Captain of the Port
in their own boats and a linguist with us to
Pakoam. where the Prah Klang's brother was.
and returning on board the hrig, enjoved the
luxury of being once more at liberty,

Here it was proposed to us that if we
would leave our long boat, she should he sent
after us with our guns, after we had erossed
the bar, but complianee was quite ont of the
question, for we could neither spare the boat
nor Lascars. We however offered to pay a
hoat if they would send them out to us. We
then asked for a pilot and they promised one
till the very last, for on Thursday morning one
of the linguists came on board, and taking the
other two away said that one of them would
return with the pilot, but he never came, and
it is evident it was never intended, for the
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same linguist told our gunner in Bangkok that
we should neither get our guns nor a pilot,

We took the ground in coming out on
Friday, 25th October, and remained till Friday
the 1st November, when we fortunately floated
over the bar, and in the evening made all sail
On OIr Vovage,

Two davs after joining the brig I was
taken dangeronsly ill and did not recover for
some time afterwarids

(Signed) W Srony.

(A true copy )

(Signed) T, S, Rarries.
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 20 February 1823,

PRARKLANG of SIAM.

Translation of a letter from the Praklang.
Minister at Siam, to the Honble, the Governor.

This letter from Tan Chao Phrava Phea
Klang at the Empire of the great Nakhon Sri
Avuddhya (or Siam) comes to the Honorable
William Edward Phillips Governor of Pulo
Penang.  In the year 1184 of the Horse, the
Governor General of Bengal sent Crawfurd
the Chief and Dangerfield the second, and the
Doctor the third, and the Officer to the Eseort,
the fourth, with a letter and presents which we
respectfully conveyved to the King in order to
introduee 3 mode of advantageons corvespon-
dence, and open the channels of commerce so
that the English merchants might frequent the
Empire of Siam. and those of the latter country
the Dependencies of the English, so that their
mutual intercourse might be increased.  For
the last thirty vears it never has been custo-
mary for an ambassador to be sent from
Bengal to the Empire. The Chief of the
Marine received the letter and Crawfurd the
Ambassador from Bengal according to the
customs observed with regard to Ambassadors
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of great countries, who had not been accustom-
ed to come to Siam, but whose having begun
to do so was a proof of an inelination for
an advantageous intercourse. First the King
was graciously pleased to admit Crawfurd and
his Ministers to approach his presence, bowing
down according to former customs, and also
gave directions to a chief man to prepare s
house for the Ambassador Crawfurd to live in.
and entertained him there for a month, so that
Crawfurd and the Ministers presiding over that
Department might deliberate on commercial
matters, but their diseussion was not suceessful,
for the customs of the Englizsh did not agree
with those of the Empire of Siam, which had
been established from formerly.  Furthermore
Crawfurd requested that the English might
he allowed to have resident merchants at Siam,
but the letter which he bronght expressly stated
that no place to reside in was requested where
such merchants might be placed, from which
it appears that what Crawfurd said did not
agree with the sentiments of the Governor
General which gave no ground for hearing him
with confidence. From former times the
English were never aceustomed to place resi-
dent merchants in Siam, but the English knew
tot  the peculiar enstoms of  the  conntry
even at the time of Crawfurd's coming there.
Crawfurd stayed  three months and upwards,
andl bhad ample time for representing every
thing he desived, and he appointed a writer to
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take acconnt of the arrivals and departures of
prows, intending to observe the place and its
population, and he also drew maps of all the
rivers, sounding their depth, and measuring
the extent of the islands without the river's
month, which were many in number. When
Crawfurd had departed from the Empire Nai
Tongrat and Nai Buntong, who were his
interpreters, stayed at the Empire of Siam in
the ship, and they acquainted the Chiefs of the
Country that Crawfurd had bronght a letter
from the Governor General ostensibly to open
channels of commeree and advantageous inter-
course, hut that he and the military officers
would not communicate to them, Tongrat and
Buntong, the real reasons of their coming,
saying moreover that this Crawfurd was a Yery
clever and investigating man, and had come in
order to view the Empire of Siam previous to
the English fitting out an expedition with ships
of war to come and conquer and seize on the
Empire.  And it was for this reason that
Crawfurd, Dangerfield, the Doctor and the
military officer sounded the rivers and measired
the size of the Islands, small and areat, and
reckoned the population, and took counsel to de
many other things to give cause of offence,
which were supererogatory to the letter of the
Governor General of Bengal thinking to trans-
gress against the customs of the former princes
which were that the bearers of letters should
do every thing tending to a prolongation of
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advantageous intercourse. Furthernore Cap-
tain Smith and Storm came to trade in Siam,
and presented respectfully a horse which
was not acceptable to the King and the Chief
Ministers acquainted Captain Storm with this,
and that the horse was not handsome and
valuable enough, nor indeed like the horses of
the Governor Generul, and moreover that by
astrology it was discovered to be an unlucky
horse, and for those reasons directed by His
Majesty to be returned to the Captain of the
ship, who was to take the horse away with
him, Captain Stormn said it was not agreeable
to him to take the horse away, and when he
had =old his cloths, and prepured his return
cargo and his ship for sea, he demanded the
horse, and on the Chief Ministers sending it
down to the ship, the Captain would not re-
ceive it, but ordered a white man to Kill it and
throw it into the prow in the presence of the
men of rank who had brought it, and he
ended with much insolence and sneering with
coarse language by no means suitable to the
respect due to one sending a present to His
Majesty, nor even to a easual compliment paid
to o man of rank in case of which being unac-
ceptable, of an inferior deseription, and being
veturned as such, it is never customary to be
in a passion and destroy the article so as to
irritate the Chiefs of the place. But Captainm
smith and Storm were so offensive in their
disrespect to the King of Siam, that if they had
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been treated according to the custom of Siam,
they would ‘have heen put to death. The
Government  servants however were much
angered and annoyed by Captain Smith and
Storm’s eonduct, and even the very common
people of the country were irritated at their
having come as merchants to buy and sell and
having behaved in so disrespectful and offen-
sive a manner. The Chief Ministers having
reported this matter to the King, he commanded
Captain Smith and Storm to be seized and ex-
amined, on which they came with some of their
Kalassies armed, and the Chiefs became sus-
picious, the more so Captain Smith and Storm
having come to the presence under acensation,
on which account they proceeded to disarm the
Kalassies, and to investizate the matter accord-
ing to the customary forms, which Captain
Smith and Storm would wot allow but pro-
ceeded to strike and resist them : on which
the Tamruoet seized and Hogged them according
to the custom of the country. Captain Storm

ras very self ignorant to come with four or
five people when the authorities of the place
had more than a hundred present, but he was
resolved to try a riot and actually pushed and
struck the servants of Government, on which
an order was given to bind him and that lLe
should be examined and informed that his
horse, being an unlucky one, was not found
acceptable by His Majesty, and being returned
by the Chief Ministers in a proper manner, he
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had thought proper to kill it, and be guilty of
offensive disrespect which subjected him by
the laws of Siam to death. Captain Storm
then wrote a letter confessing his fault in
humble terms, and requesting that the Chief
Ministers would intercede with the King for
his pardon, saving that he was a trader who
had come from far, and did not know the
laws and customs of Siam, on which ground
he requested pardon this month. The guns
and arms of the ship, which were many in
number, were taken on shore and kept lest
Captain Smith and Storm should shoot at or
attack the people and thus occasion a rupture
of the commercial intercourse, but the Chief
Officers had orders to give them up, of which
the Captain was informed that when he went
down the river, and passed the part of the
country which was inhabited, he should send
a hoat to take away his guns and a pilot, but
#s Captain Storm did uvot choose to do this, his
arms were left behind, and he went away
without a pilot by following a Chinese junk
through the shallow parts of the river. Captain
Smith and Storm were both foolish and mali-
cions doing this, with intent to slander the
Siamese to other traders. hy charging them
with seizing their arms, so that the merchants
who knew not the true state of the case might
hecome suspicions of such treatment. The
guns and muskets left hehind hy Captain Storm
being 4 in number will be now sent by the
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ship of Captain MceDonnell, to whom they have
heen delivered, and he has taken a written ac-
count of them, and given it to the Chief Minister.

Furthermore Captain MeDonnell accom-
panied the Ambassador Crawfurd to Siam but
he quarrelled with him, and Crawfurd left him
hehind.  Captain MeDonnell did not accompany
him, but landed all his goods and placed them
in the warehouse of the Portuguese merchants
of Goa, the Governor of which had requested
of the King of Siam to allow them to stay at
Siam and build ships.  Captain  McDonnell
hought a merchant Portuguese ship from Macao
of Pua Kalalut [Carlos] and afterwards he and
Pua Carlos had a disagreement and applied for
investigation, in the course of which Captain
MeDonnell said Carlos had cheated him both
in silver and cloths and argued litigiously on
many points. The Minister who received the
Custom Duties might have been witness in the
case, but they had secretly traded and bought
and sold without giving notice to the proper
authorities which was a fault against the laws
of Siam, and the case ‘could not therefore be
decided but left for McDonnell to go and make
complaint to the Governor General of Bengal,
on which the Governor General of Bengal
might write to that of Goa, desiring this Carlos
might be seized and the cause be investigated
and decided by the Governor General of Bengal
according to the customs of Europeans, This
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has been the consequence of Carlos conspiring
with merchants to defraud the Collectors of
the Revenue which is a high erime. Carlos
on the other hand, accused MeDonnell of adul-
tery with his wife, to whom he had secretly
given hair pins, and he laid an ambush of
Kalassies armed with swords and pistols wrapt
up with cloth to seize McDonnell and punish
him. On this the Minister who investigated it
decided that as Carlos had been guilty of a
great fault in conspiring to defraud the Reve-
nue, he would give him no redress, but that
he might go and represent the matter fo the
Governor General of Bengal.  But Captain
MecDonnell has also been guilty of several
offences, for when Captain Smith and Storm
killed the horse, and was apprehended, orders
were given to guard and take care of their
ship while they were in confinement, in order
that she might not be plundered by the Kalas-
sies, and to obviate litigation on that account
MeDonnell went and reported to four ships that
had come to trade, that the Siamese Govern-
ment intended to seize Captain Smith and
Storm’s ship. There are a great number of
merchants in Siam who come there to trade
without intermission, and are all kindly treated
and protected by the Government even to the
Nakhodas and lowest of the crew of every prow
and junk whoever they may be. And even if
these commit any fault the goods of the mer-
chants on hoard the vessels are taken care of so
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as to avoid disputes. But MeDonnell having
committed this slander the erews assembled and
hoisted their flags and armed themselves with
loaded muskets, and if any man had been killed-
in consequence MeDonnell would assuredly have
heen seized and put to death according to law.

MeDonnell further told the interpreter
I'hanakngan  that the English intended to
attack the Empire, and that it was resolved
upon, that if the vessels of the King of Siam
did not go to trade at the English ports offence
would be taken, and they would be seized, but
he was told by a Chief of the Empire who
enqguired into this, that the Governor General
uf Bengal had sent a letter to desire that the
trade might be laid entirely open on both sides,
so that English merchants should come to
Siam and not be allowed to transgress, but
directed to adhere to the old laws agreeably to
the custom of great countries. This plan of
the Governor General of Bengal had gained
him a highly favourable report among the
merchants of the Empire for wisdom and
prudence, and they said he was the fittest person
to hold a high station over the English posses-
sions all over the world, only Crawfurd having
come and made additions to what the Governor
General said, and done what was improper,
and Captain Smith and Storm and Captain
MeDonnell having conducted themselves with
disrespect, and behaved insolently to the
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Government, was not in accordance with the
Governor General's sentiments. Now it is
considered that what Crawfurd has done su-
perercgatory to the orders he had received
from the Governor General of Bengal, and
Captain  Smith and Storm’s and Captain
MeDonnell’s reporting so in opposition to the
sentiments expressed in the letter, the plan
of prolonging the friendly intercourse hetween
the Siamese and English has not sufficiently
succeeded, nor the business of uniting these
large countries by embassies by commercial
intercourse, and all on both sides in conformity
to the established Iaws of each country, and
the protection and kindness to he afforded and
prolonged as long as the sun and moon should
lnst. His Majesty the King wof Siam has
now directed this letter to be written to the
Governor of Penang, to acquaint him with all
these things in Duplicate, hoth Siamese and
Malayan, and also another letter to Mr. Prinsep
who transacts the business of Government under
the Governor General of Bengal to the same
purport, which it is solicited may be conveyed
to Bengal. The Portuguese Interpreter who has
translated this into Malay has done it hut imper-
fectly. Written on the 1st day of the Moon’s
decrease, 1st month, year 1184 of the Horse.

(A true translation)
(Signed) W. S. Cracrorr
Malay Transr. to Govt.
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Fhtory Becorls, FORT CORNWALLIS the 20 February 1823,
Btruits Eettlements

wil. 89, pp. 408411, e =

To the Phraklang of Siam.

I, the Governor of Prince of Wales Isband,
have received a letter from the Phraklang,
appprizing me of the oceurvences which have
taken place at the Court of Siam during and
after Mr. Crawfurd’s Mission from the Most
Noble the Governor General of Bengal, [ have
carefully perused my friend's letter, and fully
understand its contents,

The Pralh Klang must be aware that My,
Crawfurd and the Most Noble the Governor
General, by whom he was deputed to Siam,
are the hest judges of the conduet he pursued
at Ninm, and how far it was regulated by
the instructions which he had received. My,
Crawfurd's Mission was for the purpose of
encouraging  and  extending  the commerce
between the British and Siamese Empire, and
if that object is fulfilled in any way it will
redowid to his eredit and to the great advantage
of the two countries. 1 can atall events assure
my friend that the British Government are
still anxious only to promote the happiness and
welfare of the numerous inhabitants placed
under its care, and to this end it still looks
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forward to the day when the feelings and
opinions of the Court of Siam in regard to a
free, unrestricted and peaceful commerce will
be the same as those which actuate on all
oceasions the conduct of the British Govern-
ment.

With regard to Mr, Storm's affair, I must
assure my friend that his account fully coin-
ciles with that fairly given by that gentleman
himself, and which had formerly been sub-
mitted to the Most Noble the Governor General.
Let me advise my friend however that it would
be much better, whenever a British subject
commits any transgression against the laws
of Siam and not of an atrocions nature, if he
would order the person so transgressing to
leave the country, and transmit a complaint
against him to the Governor General of Bengal.

There is one subject more on which I wish
to address my friend. A man named Tongrat
attended Mr. Crawfurd as an interpreter and
remained behind at Siam.  He is a subject of
this Government and has a family residing at
this Settlement, and who being very anxious
for his return, 1 request my friend will do me
the favour to send him to P'rince of Wales
Island by the very first opportunity after the
receipt of this letter.  If my friend does this
it will be considered as a proof of his dispo-
sition to be on the same amicable terms with



this Government as it will be and has been on
all oceasions the policy and happiness of this
Grovernment to preserve towards Siam.,

(Signed)  W. E, Poiies

Grovernor.
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 3 April 1823,

{2d set of paging).

Mr. Becy. Bwinton,
Fort Wiilinm,
7 Feb, 1833,

® Shuwld be 5 Livr.

1522, Rer eipy

Frim Feagal ol

fanis, Nangs 122
ral, 80,

8 Qs latler of 20
Jin, 152, ante.

To W. 8. Cracrorr Esquire,
Acting Secretary to the Govermment

of Prince of Wales [sland.

Nir,

I am divected to acknowledge the receipt
of vour dispatch of the 5 ultimo,®
ing a copy of the complaint submitted hy
Mr. Storm, the Supra Cargo of the Brig
Pheenix, of the ill treatment he and Captain
Smith  had  experienced  from  the Siamese

enclos-

Crovernment.

2. The vepresentation by Mr, Storm
having heen communieated to Mr. Crawfurd:
late agent to the Governor General on a
Mission to the Eastward, for the purpose of
his stating anyv information or observations
he might wish to offer on the subject, [ an
directed to transmit to you the enclosed copy
of Mr. Crawfurd’s reply,® and to intimate to
vou, for the information of the Hounorable the
Governor in Couneil, that the Honorable the
Governor General in Couneil is of opinion,
that under all the cirenmstances of the ease,
the British Government would not be warranted
in making the ill usage sustained by Mr. Storm
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and Captain Smith a subject of remonstrance
with the Government of Siam.

I have &ca.
(Signed) . SwiNTos.
Secry. to the Govt.
Fort William
7 February 1523
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FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1823.

To J. Crawrurn Esgre.
&ea. &ea. &ea.
Sir,

[ am directed to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 20th ultimo® and to desire
that you will state the circumstances of the
abduction from the port of Calcutta of the
slaves alluded to in the 4th paragraph as far as
may be consistent with your own knowledge.
You are also desired to endeavour to obtain
further particulars from the persons who it is
believed can depose to the manner in which
the Slaves were kidnapped.

[ have &ea.
(Signed) Gero. Swixrtox
Secy. to Govt.
Couneil Chamber

7th February 1823,
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FORT WILLIAM 28th February 1823,

Mr. Crawrurp—
Service
To G. Swixtox Esqr.
Secretary to the Government,

Poll. Dept.

=iry

I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of the Tth instant, directing
my attention to the circumstances attending
the abduction from our possessions of certain
slaves by a ship belonging to the King of Siam.
The facts connected with these slaves which
I can state npon my own personal knowledge
are very few. Two out of the number were
hrought to the house of the Prah Klang shortly
after the arrival of the Siamese ship, and these
individuals were almost daily seen by us from
this period down to that of our own departure.
They appeared to he lads of twelve or fourteen
vears of age and African negroes. I spoke to
them hoping to get some part of their history
from themselves, but they did not seem to
understand any Indian langunge, a fact that
certainly showed that they had not lived long
in our possessions. When the Commander
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and Pilot of the Siamese ship waited upon me
after their return from DBengal, I charged
them with what they had done and reminded
them that the abduction of slaves was consi-
dered amongst us a capital offence. They
rather evaded than denied what they had done.
I have reason to believe that the Commander
had a commission to bring a certain number of
negro slaves, and that he was not unaware that
in taking them he had committed an offence
against our laws,

The most civenmstantial information which
I have been able to obtain respecting the slaves
in question has been derived from personal
communieation both before and since | had the
honor to receive vour letter, with John da
Silva, a native Portuguese, who went to Siam
as a Sea-Cunny or Quarter Master in the King
of Siam's ship and returned in the Mission ship
in the same capacity. This person states that
the slaves taken from British ports were five
in number, three of whom were purchased at
Caleutta, and two at Prinece of Wales Island.
They were all lads and African negroes, four
of them were from 12 to 14 years of age, but
one had attained the age of sixteen and he
alone spoke the Hindustani language. Upon
their arrival in Siam, two of them were sent to
the house of the Prah-Klang and three to
the Palace for the King. Of the individuals
from whom the slaves were hought my infor-
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mant has not been able to afford me any
information,

I beg respectfully to state that on this and
other points connected with the abduction of
the slaves, it is probable that more particulars
than I have been able to submit may be obtain-
ed upon the return to Caleutta of thé Lascars
that navigated the Siamese ship to Siam, which
carried off the slaves. A number of these
people are daily expected in the English brig
Pheenix and the Portugzuese brig Santa Anna.

[ have &ea.
(Signed) J. Crawrrip,

Caleutta

26th Feby. 1823,
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