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PREFACE

HE myths of Greece and Rome have inspired
I so much of the best thought in English litera-
ture that a knowledge of them is often essen-

tial to the understanding of what we read.
“ When Byron calls Rome,” says Thomas Bulfinch,

~ “¢the Niobe of nations,” or says of Venice, * She looks

a Sea-Cybele fresh from Ocean,' he calls up to the

- mind of one familiar with our subject illustrations more
" vivid and striking than the pencil could furnish, but

which are lost to the reader ignorant of mythology.”

—Literature abounds in such poetic borrowings from the

classics, and it is impossible to enjoy fully the works of
some of our best writers if we cannot immediately
appreciate their imagery.

Again, ﬂE:minns such as “the heel of Achilles"
are part of the common language, but their meaning is
lost upon those to whom the myths from which they
are derived are unfamiliar,

But apart from the practical utility of the myths, as
necessary to the comprehension of much that we read
and hear, they have a great msthetic value, presenting,
as they do, a mine of imaginative material whose rich-
ness and beauty cannot fail to appeal even to the colder
sensibilities of this more prosaic age, It would be
difficult, indeed, to exaggerate the importance of these
old-world stories, with their wonderful admixture
of pagan faith and riotous imagination, in correcting
the tendency to mere utilitarianism in the education
of the young, and there is need to lay stress upon this
because of the increased attention now being piven
to science and modern languages at the expense n% the
classics,

Translations of the exquisite writings of the Greek

]



PREFACE

and Latin poets cannot, of course, convey the same
rich impressions. They are, at the best, weak and
imperfect vehicles for reproducing the literary and
imaginative wealth of a golden age; but they are,
nevertheless, capable of imparting something of the
atmosphere of the great originals, and, in whatever
tongue they may be told, the stories themselves cannot
easily be spoilt ; they will assuredly appeal to thousands
to whom the ancient languages of Greece and Rome are
as a sealed book.

The writings of many of the great English classical
translators, it may beadded, are instinct wiiﬁ'n the spirit of
the ancients. e might fancy that they, too, had caught
sight of Proteus rising from the sea, and had heard

# 0Old Triton blow his wreathéd homn.™

But properly to understand even these translations
we first require a knowledge of mythology which it
would take a lifetime to acquire piece by piece from
Emcml reading,and the aims, thcrcf];n:, of this book are:

rst, to present outlines of the story in a simple form
pleasurable to the reader who has no desire further than
to obtain a general knowledge of the myths, or to be
entertained ; and, second, to furnish a practical guide
for the student who wishes to prosecute his mytho-
logical studies, and who desires to acquire the means
whereby he will be enabled to follow intelligently the
allusions to other myths which meet him at every turn,
and to know something of the origin and significance
of the stories,

The numerous quotations throughout will show the
way to the noble pasturage from which these “ flowers
of Parnassus ™' have been culled, and they will enable
the reader to appreciate the t influence of the
myths upon our literature. The selection of repro-
vi



PREFACE

ductions from famous pictures and statuary, also, will
show something of the debt which art, both ancient and
modern, owes to the same inspiration.

The myths are told as graphically and accurately as
possible, great care being taken, however, to avoid the
more repulsive features of heathen mythology; and
when two or more versions of the same myth occur,
the preference has invariably been given to the most
popular, that is to say, to the one which has inspired
the greatest works,

Both the Latin and the Greck forms of proper
names are given, but the Latin names are usually
retuined throughout the narrative, because more
frequently used in poetry and art.

he closing chapter includes an analysis of myths by
the light of philology and comparative mythology, and
the philolo%m] exp%-:natian of the stories related in the
preceding chapters.

, genealogical table, and complete glossary and
index adapt this volume for constant use in the library,
the schoal, and the arm-chair,

Thanks are due to Messrs. Longmans, Green and Co.
for permission to include numerous quotations from
Conington’s translation of the « ZFneid,” and to
those authors whose works have similarly been placed
under contribution.
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CHAPTER I: THE BEGINNING

Myths of Creation

YTHOLOGY is the science which treats of
the early traditions, or myths, relating to the
religion of the ancients, and includes, besides

2 full account of the origin of their gods, their theory
concerning the beginning of all things,

Among all the nations scattered over the face of the
earth, the Hebrews alone were instructed by God, who
gave them not only a full account of the creation of
the world and of all living creatures, but also a code of
laws to regulate their conduct. All the questions they
fain would ask were fully answered, and no room
remained for conjecture,

It was not so, however, with the other nations, The
Greeks and Romans, for instance, lacking the definite
knowledge which we obtain from the Scriptures, and
still anxious to know everything, were forced to cone
struct, in part, their own theory.  As they looked about
them for some clue to serve as guide, they could not
help but observe and admire the wonders of nature,
The succession of day and night, summer and winter,
rain and sunshine ; the fact that the tallest trees sprang
from tiny seeds, the greatest rivers from diminutive
streams, and the most beautiful Howers and delicious
fruits from small green buds,—all seemed to tell them
of a superior Being, who had fashioned them to serve
a definite purpose,

¥ s00n came to the conclusion that a hand mighty

enough to call all these wonders into life, could also have

created the beautiful carth whereon they dwelt, These

thoughts gave rise to others ; suppositions became certain-

ties ; and soon the following myth or fable was evolved,

to be handed down from generation to generation.
“



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS
At first, when all things lay in a great confused
mass, —
# Ere earth and ses, and covering heavens, were known,
The face of nature, o'er the world, was one;
And men have called it Chaos ; formlem, rude,
The maw ; dead matter’s weight, inert, and crude §
Where, in miz’d heap of ill-compounded mounld,
"T'he jarring seeds of things confusedly roll’d.”
Ovid (El’s r.).

The Earth did not exist. Land, sea, and air were
mixed up ther 3 so that the earth was not solid, the
sea was not fiuid, nor the air transparent.

% No son ver beam'd from yon cerulesn height;
No orbing moon Eﬂir‘d her boms of light ;
Mo carth, welf-poised, on liquid ethes hung ;

Mo ses its wor d—:u:‘.u!png waten flung ;
Earth was half air, half sea, an embryo beap;
Mor earth wa Bx'd, nor Huid was the deep ;
Dark was the void of air ; oo form was traced §
Obstracting atoma strupgled throvgh the waste ;
Where cold, and hot, and moist, and dry rebell'd §
Heavy the Kight, and hard the soft repeil'd.”

Owid (Bliow's tr.),

Over this shapeless mass reigned a carcless deity
called Chaos, whose personal appearance could not be
described, as there was no light by which he could be
seen, He shared his throne with his wife, the dark
goddess of Night, named Nyx or Nox, whose black
robes, and still blacker countenance, did not tend to
enliven the surrounding gloom,

These two divinities wearied of their power in the
course of time, and called their son Erebus (Darkness)
to their assistance. His first act was to dethrone
and supplant Chaos; and then, thinking he would be
happier with a helpmeet, he married his own mother,
Nyx. Of course, with our present views, this marriage
!



MYTHS OF CREATION

was a heinous sin; but the ancients, who at first
had no fixed laws, did not consider this union unsuit-
able, and recounted how Ercbus and Nyx ruled over
the chaotic world together, until their two beautiful
children, Ather (Light) and Hemera (Day), acting
in concert, dctbmnwf them, and seized the supreme

Wt
posi:nm, illumined for the first time by their radiance,
revealed itself in all its uncouthness. ther and
Hemera carcfully examined the confusion, saw its
innumerable ihilities, and decided to evolve from it
2 “ thing of beauty"; but quite conscious of the mag-
nitude of such an undertaking, and fecling that some
assistance would be desirable, they summoned Eros
(Amor, or Love), their own child, to their aid. By
their combined efforts, Pontus (the Sea) and Gea (Ge,
Tellus, Terra), as the Earth was first called, were
created,

In the beginning the Earth did not present the beau-
tiful appearance that it does now. No trees waved
their leafy branches on the hillsides; no Howers
bloomed in the valleys ; no grass grew on the plains;
no birds flew through the air.  All was silent, bare, and
motionless. Eros, the first to perceive these deficien-
cies, seized his life-giving arrows and pierced the cold
bosom of the Earth. Immediately the brown surface
was covered with luxuriant verdure; birds of many
colours flitted through the foliage of the new-born forest
trees § animals of all kinds gambolled over the grassy
plains ; and swift-darting fishes swam in the fimpid
streams.  All was now life, joy, and motion,

Gwa, roused from her apathy, admired all that had
already been done for her embellishment, and, resolvin
to crown and complete the work so well begun, zreate
Uranus (Heaven).

)



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

This version of the creation of the world, although
but one of the many current with the Greeks and
Romans, was the one most generally adopted.

© Her first-born Barth produc'd,
Of like immensity, the starry Heaven §
That he might sheltering compan her around

On every side.”
Hesiod (Eltes’s ),

Another popular version stated that the first divinities,
Erebus and Nyx, produced a Eigmti: egg, from which
Eros, the god of love, emerged to create the Earth.

“ In the dreary chaotical closet
Of Erebos old, was a privy depont,
By Night the prim=val in secrecy laid ¢
A Mytical Egg, that in silence end shade
Was brooded and hatched 5 till time came shout:
And Love, the delightful, in glory flew out.”
Arigophanes (Freed's tr),

The Earth thus created was supposed by the ancicnts
to be a disc, instead of a sphere zs science has proved.
The Greeks fancied that their country occupied a
central position, and that Mount Glymfpm, a very
high mountain, the mythological abode of their gods,
was in the exact centre. Their Earth was
divided into two equal parts by Pontus (st];cssa,._

wivalent to our Mediterranean and Black )+ and

around it fowed the great river Oceanus in a
“ steady, equable current,” undisturbed by storm, from
which the Sea and all the rivers were supposed to
derive their waters.

The Greeks also imagined that the portion of the
Earth directly north of their country was inhabited by
a fortunate race of men, the Hyperboreans, who dwelt
in continual bliss, and enjoyed a never-ending springtide.
Their homes were said to be * inaccessible by land or
i
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by sea.™ They were * exempt from disease, old 1'5:,
and death,”" and were so virtuous that the gods fre-
uently visited them, and even condescended to share
a:nd.r easts and games. A people thus favoured could
not fail to be happy, and many were the songs in praisc
of their sunny land.

# 1 come from a land in the run-bright deep,
Where golden gardens grow ;
Where the winds of the north, becalmed in dleep,
Their conch thells mever blow.

4 £a near the track of the stars are we,

That oft, on night's pale beams,

The distant sounds of their harmony
Come to our ears, like dreams

“ The Moon, toa, brings her world 10 nigh,
That when the night-scer look
To that shadowless ‘orb, in a vernal iky,
He can number its hills and brooks.

#To the Sun god all our hesrts and Iyres
By day, b{ night, belong ;
And the bresth we draw from his living Eres
We give him back in song.™
ioore.

South of Greece, also near the great river Oceanus,
dwelt another nation, just as happy and virtuous as
the Hyperboreans,—the Ethiopians. They, too, often
enjoyed the company of the gods, who shared their
innocent pleasures with great delight,

And far away, on the shore of this samé marvellous
river, according to some mythologists, were the bean-
tiful Isles of the Blest, where mortals who had led
virtuous lives, and had thus found favour in the sight
of the gods, were transported without tasting of death,
and where they enjoyed an eternity of bliss. These
islands had sun, moon, and stars of their own, and
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were never visited by the cold wintry winds that swept
down from the north.

“The [iles of the Blest, they my,
The Isles of the Blat,
Are pesceful snd happy, by night aod by day,
Far away in the glorions west.

% They need not the moon in that land of delighe,
'I‘qu need not the pale, pale star
The san is bright, by dsy and night,
Where the souls of the blesséd are.
e, till not the groond, they plongh not the wave,
They libour not, never | oh, never |
Not a tear do they shed, not a sigh do they heave,
They are bappy, for ever and sver 1™
Pindar.

Chaos, Ercbus, and Nyx were deprived of their
power by Zther and Hemera, who did not long enjoy
the possession of the sceptre; for Uranus and Gaza, more
powerful than their progenitors, soon forced them to
depart, and began to reign in their stead. They had
not dwelt long on the summit of Mount Olympus,
before they found themselves the parents of twelve
gigantic children, the Titans, whose strength was such
that their father, Uranus, greatly feared them. To
prevent their ever making use of it against him, he
scized them immediately after their birth, hurled them
down into a dark abyss called Tartarus, and there
chained them fast,

This chasm was situated far under the earth: and
Uranus knew that his six sons (Oceanus, Ceeus, Crius,
Hyperion, lapetus, and Cronus), as well as his six
daughters, the Titanides (llia, Rhea, Themis, Thetis,
Mnemosyne, and Phu:h:ﬁ. could not easily escape from
its cavernous depths. The Titans did not long remain
sole occupants of Tartarus, for one day the brazen
(]
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doors were again thrown wide open to admit the
Cyclopes—Brontes (Thunder), Steropes (Lightning),
and Arges (Sheet-lightning),—three later-born children
of Uranus and Gea, who helped the Titans to make
the darkness hideous with their incessant clamour for
freedom. In due time their number was increased
by the three terrible Centimani (Hundred-handed),
Cottus, Briareus, and Gyes, who were sent thither by
Uranus to share their fate.

Greatly dissatisfied with the treatment her children
had received at their father's hands, Geea remonstrated,
but all in vain. Uranus would not t her request
to set the giants free, and whenever their muffied cries
reached his ear, he trembled for his own safety.
Angry nd all expression, Gaa swore revenge, and
descended into Tartarus, where she urged the Titans
to conspire against their father, and attempt to wrest
the sceptre from his grasp.

All listened attentively to the words of sedition ; but

none were courageous enough to carry out her plans,

except Cronus, the youngest of the Titans, more
&m?iaﬂy known as Saturn or Time, who found con-

finement and chains peculiarly galling, and who hated
his father for his cruelty. Gea final ;th induced him to
lay violent hands upon his sire, and, after releasing him
from his bonds, gave him a scythe, and bade him be of
good cheer and return victorious.

Thus armed and admonished, Cronus set forth,
came upon his father unawares, defeated him, thanks
ta his extraordinary weapon, and, after binding him
fast, took possession of the vacant throne, intending to
rule the universe for ever. Enraged at this insult,
Uranus cursed his son, and prophesied that a day would
come when he, too, would be supplanted by his children,
and would suffer just punishment for his rebellion.

7
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Cronus paid no heed to his father’s imprecations, but
calmly procesded to release the Titans, his brothers and
sisters, who, in their joy and gratitude to escape the
dismal realm of Tartarus, expressed their willingness
to be ruled by him. Their satisfaction was complete,
however, when he chose his own sister, Rhea (Cybele,
Ops) for his consort, and assigned to each of the others
some portion of the world to povern at will To
Oceanus and Thetis, for txumplr,?:: gave charge over
the ocean and all the rivers upon earth; while to
Hyperion and Pheebe he entrusted the direction of the
sun and moon, which- the ancients supposed were daily
driven across the sky in brilliant golden chariots,

Peace and security now reigned on and around
Mount Olympus ; and Cronus, with great satisfaction,
congratulated himself on the result of his enterprise.
One fine morning, however, his equanimity was dis-
turbed by the announcement that a son was born to
him. The memory of his father's curse then suddenly
returned to his mind, Anxious to avert so great a
calamity as the loss of his power, he hastened to his
wife, determined to devour the child, and thus prevent
him from causing further annoyance. Wholly unsus-
picious, Rhea heard him inquire for his son. Gladly
she placed him in his extended arms ; but imagine her
surprisc and horror when she beheld her husband
swallow the babe.

Time passed, and another child was born, but only
to meet with the same cruel fate. One infant after
another disappeared down the capacious throat of the
voracious Cronus—a personification of Time, who
creates only to destroy, In vain the bereaved mother
besought the life of one little one: the selfish, hard-
hearted father would not relent, As her prayers

seemed unavailing, Rhea finally resolved to obtain by
§
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MYTHS OF CREATION
stratagem the boon her husband denied ; and as soon
as her youngest son, Jupiter (Jove, Zeus), was born,
she mnce:]ﬁ him.

Cronus, aware of his birth, soon made his appearance,
determined to dispose of him in the usual sum
manner. For some time Rhea pleaded with him, but
at last pretended to yield to his commands. Hastily
wrapping a large stone in swaddling clothes; she handed
it to Cronus, simulating intense grief. Cronus was
evidently not of a very in uiring turn of mind, for he
swallowed the whole without investigating the real
contents of the shapeless bundle,

*To th imperis] son of Heaven,
Whilom the king of gods, & stone she give
Inwrapt in infant swathes ; and this with grasp
Eager he inatch’d, and in his ravening breast
Convey'd away : unhappy ! nor once thought
"That for the stone his child behind remain'd
Invincible, secure ; who soon, with hands
Of strength o’ercoming him, shoeld cast him farth
From glory, and himself th’ immortals rale,”

Heried (Eltin's tr.).

Ignorant of the deception practised upon him, Cronus
then took leave, and the overjoyed mother clasped her
rescued treasure to her breast. It was not sufficient,
however, to have saved young Jupiter from imminent
death: it was also necessary that his father should
remain unconscious of his existence.

To ensure this, Rhea entrusted her babe to the
tender care of the Melian nymphs, who bore him off to
a cave on Mount Ida. There a goat, Amalthea, was
procured to act as nurse, and fuﬁ::?:ed her office so
acceptably that she was eventually placed in the heavens
as a constellation, a brilliant reward for her kind minis-
trations.  To prevent Jupiter's cries being heard in
Olympus, the Curetes (Corybantes), Rhea's priests,

9



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS
uttered piercing screams, clashed their weapons, exe-
cuted fierce dances, and chanted rude war-songs.

The real significance of all this unwonted noise and
commotion was not at all understood by Cronus, who,
in the intervals of his numerous affairs, congratulated
himself upon the cunning he had shown to prevent the
accomplishment of his father’s curse. But all his
anxiety and fears were aroused when he suddenly
became aware of the fraud practised upon him, and of
young Jupiter's continued existence. He immediately
tried to devise some plan to get rid of him ; but, before
he could put it into execution, he found himself
attacked by his son, and, after a short but terrible
encounter, he was signally defeated.

Jupiter, delighted to have triumphed so quickly,
took ion of the supreme power, and aided by
Rhea’s counsels, and by a nauseous potion prepared by
Metis, a daughter of Oceanus, compell Cgunus to
?roducc the unfortunate children he had swallowed -
s.e., Neptune, Pluto, Vesta, Ceres, and Juno.
Following the example of his predecessor, Jupiter
ve his brothers and sisters a fair share of his new

om. Thewisestamong the Titans—Mnemosyne,
Themis, Oceanus, and Hyperion—submitted to the
new sovereign without murmur, but the others refused
their allegiance ; which refusal, of course, occasioned a
deadly conflict.

* When pods began with wrath,
And war rose up between their o
Some chomsing 1o cast Cronus from his thrope
That Zeus might king it there, and some in hasts
With opposite oaths that they would have no Zeus
To rule the gods for ever.”
“'B‘BM'

1 1-]



THE GIANTS' WAR

The Glants’ War

Jupiter, from the top of Mount Olympus, discerned
the superior number of his foes, and, quite aware of
their might, concluded that reinforcements to his party
would not be superfluous. In haste, therefore, he
released the Cyclopes from Tartarus, where they had
languished so long, stipulating that in exchange for
their freedom they should supply him with thunder-
bolts,—weapons which only they knew how to fo
This new engine caused great terror and dismay in the
ranks of the enemy, who, nevertheless, soon rallied,
and struggled valiantly to overthrow the usurper and
win back the sovereignty of the world.

During ten long years the war raged incessantly
neither party wishing to submit to the dominion of
the other, but at the end of that time the rebellious
Titans were obliged to yield. Some of them were
hurled into Tartarus once more, where they were
c:ari:fu]l{'1 secured by Neptune, Jupiter‘s brother,
while the young conqueror joyfully proclaimed his
victory,

'h!guallimrfw:::llhﬂ,}! powers above,
L i ot i wembaviog et
Wbm:;:mgmhﬂhﬁﬂlh‘mlndnrdund
mainy
Strive all, of mortal and immortal birth,
Ta drag, by this, the Thundeser down 1o earth,

Ye strive in vain| if T but stretch this hand,

lhm&thtgndl,thenm,udihhad:

I fix the chain to great Olympm' heighr,

And the vast world hangy trembling in oy sight |

For sich I reign, anbounded and above §

And such are men and gods, compar'd to Jove."
Humer (Pope’i fr.

The scene of this mighty conflict was supposed to
have been in Thessaly, where the country bears the
11



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS
imprint of some great natural convulsion ; for the
ancients imagined that the gods, making the most of
their iigmﬁ: strength and stature, hurled huge rocks
at each other, and piled mountain upon mountain to
reach the abode of Jupiter, the Thunderer,

“Mountain on monntain, as the Titans enst,
My brethren, ecaling the high seat nfg::,
Heaved Pelion upan Osa's shoulden brosd
In vain emprise.’

Leenell

Saturn, or Cronus, the leader and instigator of the
revolt, weary at last of bloodshed and strife, with-
drew to Italy, or Hesperia, where he founded a

ous kingdom, mrr-:i'gntd in peace for many

ong years.
upiter, having disposed of all the Titans, now fancied
he would enjoy the power so unlawfully obtained ; but
Gaea, to punish him for depriving her children of their
birthright, created a terrible monster, called Typheeus,
or Typhon, which she sent to attack hin. This
Typhoeus was a giant, from whose trunk one hundred
dragon heads arose ;: flames shot from his eyes, nostrils,
and mouths ; while he incessantly uttered such blood-
curdling screams, that the gods, in terror, fled from
Mount Olympus and sought refuge in Egypt. In
mortal fear lest this terror-inspiring monster would
pursue them, the gods there assumed the forms of
i t animals ; and Jupiter became g ram, while
Juno, his sister and queen, changed herself into 2

cow.

The king of the gods, however, soon became ashamed
of his cowardly flight, and resolyed to return to Mount
Olympus to Typheeus with his terrible thunder.
bolts, A long and fierce struggle ensucd, at the end
of which, Jupiter, again victorious, viewed his fallen
m
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THE GIANTS' WAR
foe with boundless pride; but his triumph was very
short-lived.

Enceladus, another redoubtable T;imt, also created
by Gaa, now ap to avenge Typheeus. He too
was signally defeated, and bound with adamantine
chains in a burning cave under Mount Ztna. In
early times, before he had become accustomed to his
prison, he gave vent to his rage by outcries, impreca-
tions, and groans; sometimes he even breathed forth
fire and flames, in hopes of injuring his conqueror.
But time, it is said, somewhat cooled his resentment ;
and now he is content with an occasional change of
position, which, owing to his huge size, causes the
earth to tremble over a space of many miles, producing
what is called an earthquake.

¥ *Tiy said, that chunder-siruck Enceladus,
Grovelling benieath the incumbent mountain's weighe,
Lies steetched supine, eternal prey of flames ;
And, when he heaves against the burning load,
Reluctant, to invert his broiling limbs,
A sudden earthquake shoot throuph all the isle,
And Erna thunders dreadful under ground,
Esnﬁnn out smoke in wreathing curh convolved,

des the sun's bright orb, and blots out day,"
oA ddisam,

Jupiter had now conquered all his foes, asserted his
right to the throne, and could at last reign over the
world undisturbed ; but he knew that it would be no
small undertaking to rule well heaven, earth, and sea,
and resolved to divide the power with his brothers,
To avoid quarrels and recriminations, he portioned the
world out into lots, allowing each of his brothers the
privilege of drawing his own share,

Neptune thus obtained control over the sea and all
the nvers, and immediately expressed his resolve to
wear a symbolic crown, composed exclusively of marine
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THE CLASSICAL MYTHS
shells and aquatic plants, and to abide within the
bounds of his watery realm.

Pluto, the most taciturn of the brothers, received for
his portion the sceptre of Tartarus and all the Lower
World, where no beam of sunlight was ever allowed to
find its way ; while Jupiter reserved for himself the
general supervision of his brothers' estates, and the
direct management of Heaven and Earth.

Peace now reigned throughout all the world, Not
2 murmur was heard, except from the Titans, who at
length, sccing that further opposition would be useless,
grew reconciled to their fate.

In the days of their rmpcrig, the Titans had
intermarried. Cronus taken Rhea * for better or
for worse™ ; and Tapetus had seen, loved, and wedded
the fair Clymene, one of the ocean nymphs, or
Oceanides, daughters of Qceanus, The latter pair
became the proud ts of four gigantic sons,—
Atlas, Menetivs, Prometheus (Forethought), and
Epimetheus (Afterthought),—who were med to
play prominent parts in Grecian mythology.

The Story of Prometheus

At the time of the creation, after covering the new-
born Earth with luxariant vegetation, and peopling it
with living creatures of all kinds, Eros perceived that
it would Ec necessary to endow them with instincts
which would enable them to preserve and enjoy the
life they had received. He therefore called the youngest
two sons of Ia to his aid, and bade them make a
judicious distribution of gifts to all living creatures,
and create and endow a superior being, called Man, to
rule over all the others,

Prometheus’ and Epimetheus’ first care was, very
naturally, to provide for the beings already created
14



THE STORY OF PROMETHEUS

These they endowed with such reckless generosity,
that all their favours were soon dispensed, and none
remained for the endowment of man. Although they
had not the remotest idea how to overcome this diffi-
culty, they proceeded to fashion man from clay.

" pPromethens first transmuted
Atoms culled for human clay.™
gract.

They first moulded an image similar in form to the
Fnds + bade Eros breathe into its nostrils the spirit of
ife, and Minerva (Pallas) endow it with a soul ; where-
upon man lived, and moved, and viewed his new
domain.

Justly proud of his handiwork, Prometheus ob-
served man and | to bestow upon him some
great power, uns by any other creature of carth,
which would raise him far above all other living
beings, and bring him nearer to the perfection of
the immortal gods.

* Of Promethens, how undaonted
Om Olympwm’ shining basticns
His audacious foot he planted,
Hgﬁmmldm&mpmthﬁhd.
of promptings and suggestions.
Dol
1]
Th:ul:l:;nlglcm "r.iau_ iporels

Of the theft and the trsmmision
Of the Bre of the Immorals.”

Longfellezo.

Fire alone, in his estimation, could effect this
but fire was the special possession and prerogative of
the gods, and Prometheus knew they would never
willingly share it with man, and that, should any onc
obtain it by stealth, they would never forgive the thief.

"
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Long he pondered the matter, and finally determined
to obtain fire, or die in the attempt.

One dark night, therefore, he set out for Olympus,
entered unperceived into the gods' abode, seized a
lighted brand, hid it in his bosom, and departed
unseen, exulting in the success of his enterprise,
Arrived upon earth once more, he consigned the stolen
freasure to the carc of man, who immediately adapted
it to various purposes, and eloquently expressed his
gratitude to the benevolent deity who had risked his
own life to obtain it for him.

From his lofty throne on the topmost pek of
Mount Olympus Jupiter beheld an unusual light upon
carth. Anxious to ascertain its exact nature, he
watched it closely, and before long discovered the
theft. His anger then burst forth, terrible to behold :
and the gods all quailed when they heard him solemnly
vow he would punish the unhappy Promerheus with-
out mercy. To seize the offender in his mighty

p, bear him off to the Caucasian Mountains, and
ind him fast to 2 great rock, was but a2 moment's
work. There a voracious vulture was summoned to
feast day by day upon his liver, the tearing of which
from his side by the bird's cruel beak and talons
caused the suffcrer intense anguish, All day long the
vulture himself ; but during the cool night, while
the bird slept, Prometheus' suffering abated, and the
liver grew again, thus prolonging the torture, which
bade fair to have no end,

Disheartened by the prospect of ]ung ears of un-
remitting pain, Prometheus at times coul not refrain
from pitiful complaints ; but gencration after genera-
tion of men lived on earth, and died, blessing him
for the gift he had obtained for them at such a terribje

cgat. ter many centuries of woe, Hescules, son of
1



EPIMETHEUS AND PANDORA

Jupiter and Alemene, found Prometheus, killed the
vufrm, broke the adamantine chains, and liberated the
long-suffering god.
# Thy godlike crime was to be kind,
To render with thy precepts les

The sum of human wrstchednes,
And strengthen man with his own mind."™

Byren,
Epimetheus and Pandora
The first mortals lived on earth in a state of perfect
innocence and bliss. The air was pure and balmy ;
the sun shone brightly all the year; the earth brought
forth delicious fruit in abundance; and beaatiful, frag-
rant flowers bloomed everywhere, Man was content.
Extreme cold, hunger, sickness,and death were unknown.
Jupiter, who justly ascribed a good part of this beatific
condition to the gift conferred by Prometheus, was
greatly displeased, and tried to devise some means to
punish mankind for the acceptance of the heavenly fire.
With this purpose in view, he assembled the gods
on Mount Olympus, where, in solemn council, they
decided to creatc woman ; and as soon as she had been
artfully fashioned, each one endowed her with some
special charm, to make her more attractive,
“The crippled artist-god,

Mlustrioos, moulded from the yielding clay

A bathful virgin's image, as advis'd

Saturnian Jove.

# Bak now when the fair mischief] weming-good,

His hand had perfected, he led her forth

Extilting in her grac'd attire, the gift

Of Pallas, in the midwt of gods and men.

On men and gods in that same moment seiz'd

The ravithmant of wotider, when they saw

The deep deceit, th' inertricable mare™

Hﬂi" {Efm‘l ﬂ'i.]'.
Their united efforts were crowned with the utmost
] 7
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success Nothing was lacking, except a name for the
peerless creature ; and the gods, after due consideration,
decreed she should be Pandora, They then
bade Mercury take her to Prometheus as a gift from
heaven; but he, knowing only too well that nothing
good would come to him from the gods, refused to
accept her, and cautioned his brother Epimetheus to
follow his example, Unfortunately Epimetheus was of
a confiding disposition, and when he beheld the maiden
he exclaimed, * Surely so beautiful and gentle a being
can bring no evil I" and accepted her most joyfully.

The first days of their union were spent in blissful
wanderings, hand in hand, under the cool forest shade :
in weaving garlands of fragrant flowers; and in re-
freshing themsclves with the luscious fruit, which
hung so temptingly within reach.

One lovely evening, while dancing on the green, they
saw Mercury, Jupiter's messenger, coming towards
them. His step was slow and weary, his ents
dusty and travel-stained, and he seemed almost to
stagger beneath the weight of a huge box which rested
upon his shoulders. Pandora immediately ceased
dancing, to speculate with feminine curiosity upon the
contents of the chest. In a whisper she begged Epi-
metheus to ask Mercury what brought him thither.
Epimetheus complied with her request ; but Mercury
evaded the question, asked permission to deposit his
burden in their dwelling for safe-kecping, professing
himself too weary to convey it to its destination that
day, and promised to call for it shortly. The per-
mission was promptly granted, Mercury, with a sigh
of relief, placed the box in one corner, and then d
refusing all hospitable offers of rest and refreshment.

He scarcely crossed the threshold, when Pandora
e:c;wuud a strong desire to have a peep at the contents
'



EPIMETHEUS AND PANDORA

of the mysterious box ; but Epimetheus, surprised and
shocked, told her that her curiosity was unseemly, and
then, to dispel the frown and pout seen for the first
time on the fair face of his beloved, he entreated her to
come out into the fresh air and join in the merry games
of their companions. For the first time, also, Pandora
refused to comply with his request. Dismayed, and

much discouraged, Epimetheus sauntered out
alone, thinking she would socn join him, and perhaps
by some caress atone for her present wilfulness.

Left alone with the mysterious casket, Pandora be-
came more and more inquisitive. Stealthily she drew
near and examined it with great interest, for it was
curiously wrought of dark wood, and surmounted by
a delicately carved head, of such fine workmanship
that it secemed to smile and encourage her. Around
the box a glittering golden cord was wound, and
fastened on top in an intricate knot. Pandora, who
prided herself specially on her deft fingers, felt sure
she could unfasten it, and reasoning that it would not
be indiscreet to untie it if she did not raise the lid,
she set to work. Long she strove, but all in vain.
Ever and anon the laughing voices of Epimetheus and
his companions, playing in the luxuriant shade, were
wafted in on the summer breeze. Repeatedly she
heard them call and beseech her to join them ; yet she
persisted in her attempt. She was just on the point of
giving up in despair, when suddenly the refractory
knot yiclded to her fumbling fingers, and the cord,
unrolling, dropped on the floor.

Pandora had repeatedly fancied that sounds like
whispers issued from thebox. The noise now seemed
to increase, and she breathlessly applied her ear to the lid
to ascertain whether it really proceeded from within.
Imagine, therefore, her surprise when she distinctly
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heard these words, uttered in the most pitiful accents:
« Pandora, dear Pandora, have pity upon us! Free us
from thisgloomy prison]l Open, open,we beseech you!”

Pandora's heart beat so fast and loud, that it seemed
for 3 moment to drown all other sounds. Should
she open the box ?  Just then 2 familiar step outside
made her start guiltily, Epimetheus was coming, and
she knew he would urge her sgain to come out, and
would prevent the gratification of her curiosity. Pre-
cipitately, therefore, she raised the lid to have one
little peep before he came in.

Now, Jupiter had malignantly crammed into this
box all the diseases, sorrows, vices, and crimes that
afflict poor humanity; and the box was no sooner
opened, than all these ills flew out, in the guise of
horrid little brown-winged creatures, closely resembling
moths. These little insects fluttered about, alighting,
some upon Epimetheus; who had jmt entered, and
some upon Pandora, pricking and stinging them most
unmercifully. They then flew out through the open
door and windows, and fastened upon the merry-
makers without, whose shouts of joy were soon
changed into wails of pain and anguish.

Epimetheus and Pandora had never before experi-
enced the faintest sensation of pain or anger ; but, as
soon as these winged evil spirits had stung them, they
began to weep, and, alas | quarrelled for the first time
in their lives. Epimetheus reproached his wife in
bitterest terms for her thoughtless action; but in the
very midst of his vituperation he suddenly heard a
sweet little voice entreat for freedom. The sound

roceeded from the unfortunate box, whose cover

andora had dropped again, in the first moment of her
surprise and pain. ® Open, open, and I will heal your
wounds | Please let me out ! ™ it pleaded.
0









EPIMETHEUS AND PANDORA

The tearful couple viewed each other inquiringly,

and listened again. Once more they heard the same

itiful accents ; and Epimetheus bade his wife open the
Eux and set the speaker free, adding very amiably, that
she had slready done so much harm by her ill-fated
curiosity, that it would be difficult to add materially
to its evil consequences, and that, perchance, the box
contained some good spirit, whose ministrations might
prove beneficial,

It was well for Pandora that she opened the box a
second time, for the gods, with a sudden impulse of
compassion, had concealed among the evil spirits one
kindly creature, Hope, whose mission was to heal the
wounds inflicted by her fellow prisoners.

* Hope sols remain’d within, nor took her flight,
Beneath the vesel's verge coneal'd from Light ™
Hevied (Edtn's 1),

Lightly futtering hither and thither on her snowy
pinions, Hope touched the wounded places on Pan-
dora’s and Epimetheus’ creamy skin, and relieved their
suffering, then quickly flew out of the open window,
to perform the same gentle office for the other victims,

to cheer their downcast spirits,

Thus, according to the ancients, evil entered into
the world, bringing untold misery ; but Hope followed
closely in its footsteps, to aid struggling humanity, and
point to a happier future,

“ Hope rules a land for ever green:

All powers that serve the bright-eyed Queen

Are confident and oy 4
Clouds at her bidding dimappear ;
FPaoints she to sught 2—the blis drzws near,

And Fancy smooths the way.”

Werdicart),
[H
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During many centuries, therefore, Hope continued
to be revered, nri':hough the other divinities had ccased
to be worshipped,

According to another version, Pandora was sent down
to man, bearing a vase, in which the evil spirits were
imprisoned, and on the way, seized by a fit o curiosity,
raised the cover, and allowed them ail to escape.

Little by little the world was peopled; and the first
years of man’s existence upon earth were, as we have
scen, years of unalloyed happiness. There was no
occasion for labour, for the carth brought forth spon-
tancously all that was necessary for man's subsistence.
“ Innocence, virtue, and truth prevailed ; neither were
there any laws to restrict men, nor judges to punish.”
This time of bliss has justly borne the title of the
Golden Age, and the people in Italy then throve under
the wise rule of good old Saturn, or Cronus,

Unfortunately, nothing in this world is lasting ; and
the Golden Age was followed by another, not quite so
prosperous, hence called the Silver Age, when the year
was first divided into seasons, and men wese obliged to
toil for their daily bread.

% Succeeding times a silver age behold,
Excelling bram, but more excell'd by gald.
Then summer, autumn, winter, did appear,
And:prin;vm but & sesson of the year;
The sun bi annual coune uhliqluii made,
Good dayr contracted, and enlarg’d the bad,
The air with NIE heats began to glow,
The wing of winds were clogg'd with ice and mow §
And shivering mortals into homes driven,
Saught shelter from the inclemency of heaven,
Those houses, then, were cayes or homely sheds,
With twining osiers fenc’d, and moss their beds,
Then ploughs, for seed, the fruitiul furrows broke,
And oxen labopr'd first beneath the yoke.”
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Yet, in spite of these few hardships, the people were

happy, far happier than their descendants during the
Age of Brass, which speedily followed, when strife
became customary, and differences were settled by
blows.

But by far the worst of all was the Iron Age, when
men’s passions knew no bounds, and they even dared
refuse all homage to the immortal gods. War
was incessantly ; the carth was saturated with
blood ; the rights of hospitality were openly violated ;
and murder, rape, and theft were committed on all
sides.

Jupiter had kept a close watch over men’s actions
during all these years; and this evil conduct aroused
his wrath to such a point, that he vowed he would
annihilate the human race. But the modes of destruc-
tion were manifold, and, as he could not decide which
would eventually prove most efficacious, he summoned
the gods to deliberate and aid him by their counsels.
The first suggestion offered, was to destroy the world
by fire, kindled by Jupiter's much dreaded thunderbolts;
and the king of gods was about to put it into instant
execution, when his arm was stayed by the objection
that the rising flames might set fire to his own abode,
and reduce its magnificence to unsightly ashes. He
therefore rejected the plan as impracticable, and bade
the gods devise other means of destruction.

A much delay and discussion, the immortals

to wash mankind off the face of the earth by a
mighty deluge, The winds were instructed to gather
together the rain clouds over the earth. Neptune let
loose the waves of the sea, bidding them rise, overfiow,
and deluge the land. Nosooner had the gods spoken,
than the elements obeyed : the winds blew; the rain
fell in torrents; lakes, seas, rivers, and oceans broke

23



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

their bonds ; and terrified mortals, forgetting their tK
quarrels in 2 common impulse to flee from the ﬁt
which threatened them, climbed the highest mountains,
clung to uprooted trees, and even took refuge in
the fight skiffs they had constructed in happier days,
Their efforts were all in vain, however i for the waters
rose higher and higher, overtook them one after
another in their ineffectual efforts to escape, closed over
the homes where they might have been so happy, and
drowned their last desparing cries in their secthing
depths,
*Now hills and vales no more diitinction know,
And levell'd nature Jies oppren'd below;
The mont of mortals perish in the fnod. ™
Orid (Dryden's ),

Deucalion and Pysrha

The rain continued to fall, until, after many days,
the waves covered all the surface of the earth except
the summit of Mount Parnassus, the highest peak in
Greece,  On this mountain, surrounded by the ever-
rising flood, stood the son of Prometheus, Deucalion,
with his faithful wife Pyrrha, a daughter of Epimetheus
and Pandora, From thence they, the sale survi
viewed the universal desolation with tear-dimmed

[+
qln spite of the general depravity, the lives of this
couple had always been pure and virtuous ; and when
Jupiter saw them there alone, and remembered their
piety, he decided not to include them in the general
destruction, but to save their lives He therefore bade
the winds return to their cave, and the rain to cease.
Neptune, in accordance with his decree, blew a resound-
ing blast upon his conch shell to recall the wanderin
waves, which immediately retarned within their us
bounds.
%



DEUCALION AND PYRRHA

Deucalion and Pyrrha followed the receding waves
step by step down the steep mountain side.

# At length the world was sll restor’d to view,
But desolate, and of a sickly hoe ;
Nature beheld hersalf, and stood aghast,
A dismal desert and 2 silent waste "
Owid (Prydea’s ).

As they talked upon how they should repeople the
dmiat::urth, they l:i;um: to the shrine of Delphi, which
alone had been able to resist the force of the waves,
There they entered to consult the wishes of the
Their surprise and horror were unbounded, however,
when a voice exclaimed, “]I:_:':ar: from hence with veiled
heads, and cast your mothers’ bones behind you!"™ To
obey such a command seemed sacrilegious in the extreme;
for the dead had always been held in deep veneration
by the Greeks, and the desecration of a grave was
considered a heinous crime, and punished accordingly.
But, they reasoned, the god’s oracles can scldom be
accepted in a literal sense ; and Deucalion, after due
thought, explained to Pyrrha what he conceived to be
the meaning of this mysterious command.

“The Earth," said he, *is the mother of all, and the
stuf::u Prr;g be ;nn;i:;md her bones." Husband and
wife speedily decided to act upon this premise, and
continued Lzeir descent, castin P:l:unu behind them.
All those thrown by D:uca]jgun were  immediately
changed into men, while those cast by Pyrrha became
women.

Thus the earth was peopled for the second time with
a blameless race of men, sent to replace the wicked
beings slain by Jupiter. Deucalion and Pyrrha shortly
after became the happy parents of a2 son named Hellen,
who gave his name to all the Hellenic or Greek race ;
while his sons /Eolus and Dorus, and grandsons Ion
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and Achzus, became the ancestors of the Eolian,
Dorian, lonian, and Achaian nations,

Other mythologists, in treating of the diluvian myths,
state that Deucalion and Pyrrha took refuge in an ark,
which, after sailing about for many days, was stranded
on the top of Mount Parnassus, This version was far
less popular with the Greeks, although it betrays still
more plainly the common source whence all these
myths are derived.

¥ Who does not see in drown Depcalion’s name,

When Earth hes men and Sea had lost her shore,
QOld Noah | ™
Flescker,
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CHAPTER 11 : JUPITER

The Power of Jupiter
UPITER, Jove, or Zeus, king of the ﬁod.n,
J supreme ruler of the universe, the special dei
of mankind, the personification of the sky and
of all the phenomena of the air, and the guardian of
political order and peace, was the most prominent of
all the Olympian divinities : the others were obliged to
submit to his will, and trembled at his all-powerful
nod.
# He, whose all-conscions eyes the world behold,
The eternal Thunderer sat, enthroned in gold,

High heaven the footstool of his feet he makes,
And wide beneath him all Olympus shakes,

“ He spoke, and awful bends hia sable brows,
Shakes his ambrosial curl, and gives the nod,
‘The stamp of fate and snaction of the ¥
High heaven with trembling the dread signal took,
And all Olympus to the centre shook.”
Hamer (Pope's 1),

The Fates and Destiny alone dared oppose Jupiter's
sovereign will, and they continued to issue their irre-
vocable decrees, even after he supplanted his father and

to rule over all.

n common with all other Greck and Roman
divinities, Jupiter, though immortal, was subject to
pleasure, pain, grief, and anger, and a prey to all the

ions which rule the hearts of men.

It was he who presided at the councils held on the
top of “many-peaked Olympus,” and summoned the
gods whenever he wished to discuss with them any
matter of importance, or to indulge in a sumptuous
repast, when they ate the celestial ambrosia and quaffed
the fragrant nectar.

He is generally represented as a fine majestic figure,
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with long curling hair and beard, clad in flowing
drapery, his redoubtable thunderbolts or sceptre in one
hand, and a statue of Victory in the other. The world
is his footstool; and the eagle, emblem of strength
and power, is usually seen close beside him,

His Attendants

Jupiter had his own special attendants, such as

ictoria, or Nice, the goddess of victory, who was ever
ready to obey his slightest behest, and it is said her
master loved her so dearly that he generally held an
image of her in his hand.

Tgil:!: hundred-tongued goddess of fame, Fama,
trumpet in hand, proclaimed, at his bidding, anything
he wished, never questioning whether it were true o

* Fame than who never plague that runs
Its way more swifily wins :
Her very motion lends her porwer :
She flies and waxes every hour,
At first she shrinks, and cowen for dread ¢
Ere long the wours on high ;
Upon the ground ahe plants her tread,
Her forehead in the iky."
Virgil (Ceslngasn’s er),

Close by Jupiter’s side was sometimes seen Fortuna,
goddess of fortune, poised on a constantly revolvin
wheel, whereon she journeyed throughout the world,
scattering with careless hands her numerous gifts, and
lavishing with indifference her choicest smiles ; while
Hebe, or Juventas, the goddess of youth, was ever
ready at his wish to pour out the nectar, in which the
gods were wont to pledge each other,

. “ Hebe, honoured of them all,
Ministered mectar, and from caps of gold
They pledged each other,

Hemer (Bryant's #r.),









PHILEMON AND BAUCIS

But this fair goddess awkwardly tripped and fell on a
solemn occasion, and was forced to resign her office.
To replace her, the father of the gods was obliged to
go in quest of another cup-bearer.

To tacilitate his search, he assumed the form of an
eagle, and winged his flight over the earth. He had
not flown far, before he beheld a youth of marvellous
beauty, alone on a neighbouring hill. To swoop
down, catch him up in his mighty talons, and bear him
safely off to Olympus, was but & moment’s work; and
there the kidnapped youth Ganymede, the son of a
king of Troy, was carefully instructed in the duties he
was called upon to perform in the future,

“And godlike Gan most beaatiful

Of men ; the gods beheld and caughe him vp

To heaven, wo tiful was he, to pour

The wine to Jove, end ever dwell with them ™

Hemer (Bryasts tr.),
Philemon and Baucis
Solicitous for the welfare of mankind, Jupiter often
visited the earth, taking great care to sssume some dis-
guise which would enable him to ascertain all he wished
without any risk of detection. One day he and
Mercury, his special messenger and favourite among
the gods, took the forms of needy belated travellers,
and entered the lowly hut of a worthy old couple,
Phggon and Baucis,
cr to offer their best to the strangers, these

people decided to kill their sole remaining goose :Pl‘;zi
their efforts to secare it were vain, and finally the
persecuted fowl took refuge between Jupiter's knees,
Touched with their zeal, yet anxious to prevent the
death of the confiding goose, Jupiter revealed himself
to his faithiul wurshilppcrs, and in gratitude for their
intended sacrifice bade them ask any boon, promising
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by the great river Styx—the most binding and
solemn oath a god could utter—to grant their
request,

Contrary to the custom current in similar
Philemon and Baucis made a modest and Judicious
choice, and proffered a timid request that they might
serve the gods as long as life and strength endured,
and finally die together. This most reasonable wish
was immediately granted ; and Jupiter, moreover,
changed their humble abode into g superb temple,
where they could offer daily sacrifices on his altars,

“ Their little shed, scarce large encugh for two,
Seem, from the ground incressed, in height and bulk 1o grow,
A stately temple shoots within the skies,
The crotches of their cot in columns Tise §
The pavement polish'd markle they behold,
The gates with sculptare grac’d, the spires and tiles of gold,”
Ovid (Drydes’s gr.)

After many years of faithful service, when age had
made them long for death, Philemon and Baucs were
transformed into majestic oaks, which stood for many
a century in front of the temple, monuments of the
love and faith which had bound the pair through
life,

Although married to Juno, Jupiter often indu]gﬂ:l in
love affairs with other goddesses, and even with mortal
maidens. The ancicnts themselves did not practise
polygamy, but their gods were supposed to be able to
indulge all their passions with impunity, As the
personification of the sky, Jupiter, therefore, consorted
at times with Juno (the Atmosphere), with Dione
(Moisture), with Themis (Justice), &ec., without
incurring any reproach ; for these marriages, in their
estimation, were all symbolical,
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The Story of Europa

But Juno being of a jealous disposition, Jupiter was
forced to conduct his courtships with eat and
circumspection, and therefore generally adopted the
precaution of a disguise. To win Europa, the fair
daughter of Agenor, for instance, he became a bull.

5 The gods themselves,
Humbling their deities to love, have taken
The thapes of bessta upon them. Jupiter
Became a bull, and bellow’d."
Shakerpeare,

One day Europa was playingin her father’s meadows
with her three brothers, é:dmus, Pheenix, and Cilix,
:hcn she tﬁdmﬂy saw 2 white bull coming towards
er; not wi eyes and lowered horns, but gentl
as if to cxpmﬁ:?nm request to be pctted.smTlI;
maiden, delighted, stroked the beast, and decked him
with bright garlinds of meadow-blossoms. Then,
secing him kneel, as if to invite her to mount, she
lightly sprang upon his broad back, clling to her
companions to follow her example; but, before they
could do as she wished, the bull had risen to his feet,
and galloped off towards the sea with his fair burden
on his back.

Instead of turning when he saw the foam-crested
waves, he plunged into the midst of them, and in a few
minutes disappeared from view, so rapidly did he swim
away. To reassure the frightened girl, the bull now

ke in gentle accents, bidding her dismiss all fear,
or he was the great Jupiter in disguise,

# Take coursge, gentle maid | nor fear the tide:
I, though nesr-seen & bull, am heavenly Jove :
1 change my shape at will,"”
Muschss (Eltos's or ).
1



‘THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

Pleased with the novelty of her situation, and flat-
tered by the god’s evident admiration, Europa ceased
to struggle, wound her arms more closely round the
bull’s neck to prevent the waves from washing her off
her perilous seat, and allowed herself to be carried
away.

Jupiter finally deposited his fair burden upon the
shores of a new h:\f,c to which he gallantly gave her
name, Europe. He then resumed his wonted form,
explained at length his ressons for so unceremeniously
kidnapping her, and finally won her consent to their
union. ir three sons were Minos, Rhadamanthus,
and Sarpedon, The two former were subscquently
appointed judges in the Infernal Regions, while the
third found an early but glorious death during the
Trojan war.

All unconscious of their sister’s fate, the young
princes had returned in haste to their father’s palace to
announce her sudden involuntary departure, Agenor,
whose favourite she had always been, rent his garments
in gricf, and bade his sons go forth and seck her, and
not to return till they had found her. Accompanied
by their mother, Telephassa, they immediately set out
on their journey, inquiring of all they met if ‘they had
seen their sister.  Search and inquiry proved equally
fruitless.

At last, weary of this hopeless quest, Pheenix refused
his further aid, and allowed his sorrowing relatives to
continue without him, remaining in a land which from
him was called Pheenicia, CiE:, too, soon followed
his example, and settled in a fertile country which they
had reached, hence called Cilicia; and finally Telephassa,
worn out with gricf and fatigue, lay down to die,
charging her eldest son to n&a on zlone.

Cadmus wandered on till he came to Delphi, where
32
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THE STORY OF EUROPA

he consulted the oracle; but, to his great dismay, the
only reply he reccived was, “ Follow the cow, and
settle where she rests.”

In deep perplexity he left the temple, and, from force
of habit, journeyed on, patiently questioning all he met.
Soon he perceived a cow leisurely walking in front of
him, and, mindful of the oracle, he ceased his search
and followed her. U by curiosity, many adven-
turers joined him on the way, and, when the cow at
last lay down in the land since called Beeotia, they all
promised to aid Cadmus, their chosen leader, to found
their future capital, which was to be called Thebes.

Parched wiLE thirst after their long walk, the men
then hastened to a neighbouring spring, but, to Cadmus’
surprise, time and still they did not return.
Armed with his trusty sword, he finally went down to
the spring to discover the cause of their delay, and
found that they bad all been devoured by a huge
dragon, which lived in the hollow. The prince raised
his sword to avenge their death, and dealt the dragon
such a deadly blow upon the head, that he put an
immediate end to its existence.

While Cadmus stood there contemplating his lifeless
foe, a voice bade him extract the dragon's teeth, and
sow them in the ground already broken for his future
city. No human being was within sight : so Cadmus
knew the order proceeded from the immortal gods,
and immediately prepared to obey it. The dragon’s
teeth were no sooner planted, than a crop of gunts
sprang from the soil, full grown, and armed to the
teeth, They were about to fall upon Cadmus, when
the same voice bade him cast a stone in the midst of
their close-drawn phalanx. Cadmus, secing the giants
were almost upon him, and that no time was to be lost,
quickly threw a stone. The effect produced was almost

c
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instantaneous ; for the giants, each fancying it had
been thrown by his neighbour, began fighting among
themselves, In a few minutes the number of giants
was reduced to five, who sheathed their bloodstained
weapons, and humbly tendered their services to Cadmus.
With their aid, the foundations of the city were laid ;
but their labour was not very arduous, as the gods
caused some of the ruhlic buildings to rise up out of
the ground, all complete, and ready for use.

To reward Cadmus for his loving and' painstaking
search for Europa, Jupiter gave him the hand of the
fair princess Harmonia, & daughter of Mars and Venus,
in numnﬂ-. Cadmus, the founder of Thebes, is sup-
posed to have invented the alphabet, and introduced its
use into Greece. Although his career was v

ous at first, he finally incurred the wrath of the gods

fm-gutting. on a solemn occasion, to offer them a
suitable sacrifice; and, in anger at this dereliction of duty,
they changed him and Harmonia into huge serpents.

Jupiter was, of course, very widely and generally
worshipped by the ancients ; and his grrin:i temples
—the Capitol at Rome, and the shrine of Jupiter
Ammon in Libya—were world-renowned. He also
had a famous temple at Dodona, where an ocak-tree
gave forth mysterious prophecies, which were su
to have been inspired g;uthe king of s this long-
lost shrine has recently been discov

™ Oh, where, Dodona ! i thine aged grove,
Frophetic fount, and oracle divine !
What valley echoed the revponse of Jove |
What trace remaincth of the Thunderer's shrine }
All, all forgorien ¥
Byren,

A magnificent temple at Olympia, on the Pelopon-
nesus, was also dedicated to Jupiter; and here every
3
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fifth the people of Greece were wont to assemble
to celebrate games, in honour of Jupiter’s great victory
over the Titans. These festivals were known as the
Glymgi.l.n Games; and the Greeks generally reckoned
time by olympiads, that is to say, by the space of
time between the celebrations. ithin the temple at
Olympia stood a wonderful statue of gold and wvory,
the work of Phidias. Its proportions and beauty were
such, that it was counted one of the Seven Wonders
of the ancient world. It is said, too, that the artist,
having completed this masterpiece, longed for some
sign of approval from heaven, and fervently prayed for
a token that the god accepted his labour, Jupiter, in
answer to this prayer, sent a vivid flash of lightning,
which played about the colossal image, illuminating it,
but leaving it quite unharmed.

The Greeks were indebted to Phidias for many of
their most exquisite statues of the gods; but none of
the others equalled this ﬁhEurc of Jupiter in size, dignity
of attitude, or elaborate finish.

% Wise Phidias, thas his okill to prove,
Through many a god advanc'd to jove,
And taught the polish'd rocks to shine
With sirs and lincamenty divine ;

Till Greece, amaz’d, and half afraid,
Th' pssembled deities survey'd”
Addian,
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CHAPTER I : JUNO

The Consort of Jupiter

UNO (Hera, Here), queen of heaven, and goddess
J of the atmosphere and of marriage, was the daughter
of Cronus and Rhea, and consequently the sister of
Jupiter ; but, as soon as the latter had dethroned his
E:n“ and seized the sceptre, he began to look about
im for a suitable helpmate. Juno won his affections
by her great beauty; and he immediately began his
courtship, which he carried on in the guise of a cuckoo,
to infuse a little romance into it. He evidently found
favour in her sight, and won her consent to share his
throne ; for shortly afterward their wedding was cele-
brated with great pomp on Mount Olympus. It was
on this solemn occasion that the immortal conclave of
the gods declared that Juno should be henceforth
honoured as goddess of marriage.

“ June, who presides
Bupreme o'er bndegrooms and o’er brides.™

Firgil (Coningtes's er.).
But although in the beginning this union seemed
very happy, soon arose subjects for contention ;
for unfortunately Jupiter was inclined to be faithless,
and junuljuluus. m:E like the element she personified,
exceedingly variable in her moods. On such occasions
she gave way to her violent temper, and bitterly re.
proached her husband, who, impatient of her censure,
punished her severely, and, instead of reforming, merely

continued his numerous intrigues with zest,

Callisto and Arcas
On one occasion he fell deeply in love with & maiden
:;:mnd Callisto, gentle, fair, and slender ; but, in spite



CALLISTO AND ARCAS

of all the precautions which he took when viniringlhcr,
Juno discovered the object of his affections. Night
and day she thought and planned, until she dcvmog' a
species of revenge which seemed adequate.  The graceful
girl was suddenly bereft of speech, changed into 2
rough, ungainly bear, and driven out into the solitudes
of é'm great forests, which were from that time forth
to be her home. Jupiter vainly sought his absent
mistress, and it was mﬁy long afterward that he dis-
covered her and her little bear son Arcas. In pity for
all they had suffered, he transferred them both to the
sky, where they are still known as the constellations of
the Great and Little Bear.

June, like her husband, had also her special attendant,
Iris (the Rainbow), whom she frequently :mpanﬂi as
messenger,—a task which this deity accomplished with
as much celerity as Mercury, Her flight through the
air was so rapid, that she was seldom seen ; and no one
would have known she had passed, had it not been for
the brilliant trail her many-coloured robe left behind
her in the sky.

& Like fery clouds, that fiush with ruddy glars,
Or Iris gliding through the parple air ;
When loosely girt her dazzling mantle Hows,

And 'gainst the mn in arching colouns glow.”
Filacom (Eln's tr)

Juno is the mother of Mars, Hebe, and Vulcan, and
is always described and represented as a beautiful, majestic
woman, clad in flowing robes, with a diadem and sceptre.
The peacock and cuckoo were both sacred to her, and
are therefore often seen at her side.

Her principal places of worship were at Mycene,
Sparta, Argos, Rome, and Hereum. She had also
numerous other sanctuaries scattered throughout the
ancient world, and was worshipped in the same temples

37



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS
as Jupiter. Many fine statues of this goddess were
found in Greece and Italy, some of which are still ex-
tant, and serve to show the ancients’ exalted conception
of the Queen of Heaven.

Cleobis and Biton

Juno's festivals, the Matronalia, in Rome, were always
celebrated with great pomp. Less important feasts
were held in each city where a temple was dedicated to
her. On one of these occasions an old priestess was
very anxious to go to the temple at Argos, where she
had ministered to the goddess for many years, and
which she had left only to be married. The way was
long and dusty: so the aged woman, who could no
longer walk such a distance, bade her sons, Cleobis and
Biton, harness her white heifers to her car. The youths
hastened to do her bidding ; but, although they searched
diligently, the heifers d not be found. Rather than
disappoint their aged mother, who had set her heart
upon attending the services, these kind-hearted sons
harnessed themselves to the cart, and drew her through
the city to the temple gates, amid the acclamations of
all the people, who admired this trait of filial devotion.

The mother was so touched by her sons’ affection,
that, as she knelt before the altar, she fervently prayed
Juno to bestow upon them the greatest boon in her
power, Atthe conclusion of the services the ex-priestess
went into the portico, where her sons had thrown them-
selves down to rest after their unwonted exertions ; but
instead of finding them merely asleep, as she expected,
she found them dead. The Queen of Heaven had
trans them while asleep to the Elysian Fields,
the place of endless bliss, where such as they enjoyed
eternal life.



CHAPTER IV : MINERVA
The Birth of Minerva
LTHOUGH immortal the gods were not
exempt from physical pain. One day Jupiter
suffered intensely from a sudden {u.dl;hc.
and, in hopes that some mode of alleviation would
be devised, he summoned all the gods to Olympus.
Their united efforts were vain, however ; and even
the remedies suggested by Apollo, god of medicine,
proved inefficacious. Unwilling, or perchance unable,
to endure the racking pain any r, Jupiter bade one
of his sons, Vulcan, cleave his head open with an axe,
With cheerful alacrity the dutiful god obeyed ; and no
sooner was the operation performed, than Minerva
(Pallas, Athene) s out of her father's head, full-
grown, clad in plittering armour, with poised spear,
and chanting a triumphant song of victory.
“ From his awfal head

Whom Jove brought forth, in warlike armour drest,
Golden, all radiant."
Skelley.

The assembled gods recoiled in fear before this
unexpected apparition, while at the same time a mighty
commotion over land and sea proclaimed the advent of

a g{_ca: divinity.

he goddess, who had thus joined the inhabitants of
Olympus, was destined to preside over peace, defensive
war, and needlework, to be the incarnation of wisdom,
and to put to flight the obscure deity called Dulness,
who until then had ruled the world.

# Ere Palles inn’d from the Thund'rer’s head,
Dulnes o'er all possess’d her ancient :Bh:.
Daughter of Chaos snd cternal Night,
Pape.
L
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Minerva, having forced her unattractive predecessor
to beat an ignominious retreat, quickly seized the
sceptre and immediately began to rule in her stead,

Not long after her birth, Cecrops, a Pheenician,
came to Greece, where he founded a beautiful city in
the province since called Actica, All the watched
his undertaking with great interest ; and finally, sesin
the town promised to become a thriving place,
wished the privilege of naming it. A general council
was held, and after some deliberation most of the gods
withdrew their claims. Soon none but Minerva and
Neptune were left to contend for the coveted honour,

To settle the quarrel without evincing any partiality,
Jupiter announced that the city would be entrusted to
the protection of the deity who would create the most
useful object for the use of man, Raising his trident,
Neptune struck the ground, from which a noble horse
sprang forth, amid the exclamations of wonder and
admiration of all the spectators. His qualities were
duly explained by his proud creator, and all thought it
quite impossible for Minerva to surpass him. Loudly
they laughed, and scornfully too, when she, in her turn,
produced an olive tree; but when she had told them
the manifold uses to which wood, fruit, foliage, twigs,
8ee., could be applied, and explained that the olive was
the sign of peace and prosperity, and therefore far more
desirable than the horse, the emblem of war and
wretchedness, they could but acknowledge her gift the
most serviceable, and award her the prize,

To commemorate this victory over her rival,
Minerva, gave her own name of Athene to the city,
whose inhabitants, from that time forth, were taught to
honour her as their tutelary goddess.

Ever at Jupiter's side, Minerva often aided him by
her wise counsels, and in times of war borrowed his
$0









THE STORY OF ARACHNE
terrible shield, the Aigis, which she flung over her
shoulder when she sallied forth to give her support to
those whose cause was just.

 Her shoalder bore
The dresdful Epis with its shagey brim
Bordered with Terror.  Thete was Strife, and there
Wa Fortitode, and there war fierce Puruit,
And there the Gorgon's head, a ghastly sight,
Defarmed and dreadiul, and a sign of woe.™
'Hemer (Bryant's o).

The din of battle had no terrors for this doughty

goddess, and on every occasion she was wont to plunge
into the thickest of the fray with the utmost valour.

The Story of Arachae

These virile tastes were, however, fully counter-
balanced by some exclusively feminine, for Minerva
was as deft with her needle as with her sword. In
Greece there lived in those olden times a maiden by
the name of Arachne. Pretty, young, and winsome,
she would have been loved by JI had it not been for
her inordinate pride, not in her personal advantages, but
in her skill as a needlewoman,

Arachne, in her conceit, fancied that no one could
equal the work done by her deft fingers, so she boasted
far and wide that she would not hesitate to match her
skill with Minerva's, She made this remark so loudly
and so frequently, that the goddess finally was annoyed,
and left her szat in high Olympus to punish the maiden.
In the guise of an old crone, she entered Arachne’s
house, seated herself, and began a conversation. Ina
few minutes the maiden had resumed her usual strain,
and renewed her rash boast. Minerva gently advised
her to be more modest, lest she should incur the
wrath of the gods by her presumptuous words; but
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Arachne was so blinded by her conceir, that she
scorned the well-meant warning, saucily tossed her
head, and declared she wished the goddess would
hear her, and propose a contest, in which she would
surely be sble to prove the truth of her assertions.
This insolent speech so incensed Minerva, that she cast
aside her disguise and accepted the challenge.

Both set up their looms, and began to weave exquisite
designs in tapestry : Minerva choosing 2s her subject
her contest with Neptune; and Arachne, the kidnap-
ping of Europa. In silence the fair weavers worked,
and their webs grew apace under their practised fingers.
The assembled gods, the horse, the olive tree, seemed
to live and move under Minerva’s flashing shuttle.

“ Emongst these leaves she made a Butterfiie,
With excellent device and wondrous alight,
Fluttring among the Olives wantonly,
That scem’d to live, 5o like it was in sight :
The velvet nap which on his wings doth lie,
The silken downe with which his backe is dighe,
His broad outstretched hornes, his hayrie thies,
His gloriows colouns, and his glistering cies.”
Spenper,
Arachne, in the meanwhile, was intent upon her
swimming bull, against whose broad breast the waves
splashed, and upon a half-laughing, half-frightened girl,
who clung to the bull's horns, while the wind played
with her flowing tresses and garments.
* Sweet Europa's mantle blew unclasp'd,
From off her shoulder backward borne :

From one hand 'd & crocus : one hand grasp'd
The mild bull's horn,"

Tesnysen,
The finishing touches all given, each turned to view
her rival's work, and at the very first glance Arachne
was forced to acknowledge her failure, To be thus
43
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outstripped, after all her proud boasts, was humiliating
indeed. Bitterly did Arachne now repent of her folly ;
and in her despair she bound a rope about her neck, and
hung herself, Minerva saw her discomfited rival was
about to escape : so she quickly changed her dangling
body into a spider, and condemned her to weave and spin
without ceasing—a warning to all conceited mortals.
Minervs, the goddess of wisdom, was widely wor-
shipped. Temples and altars without number were
dedicated to her service, the most celebrated of all
being the Parthenon at Athens. Naught but the ruins
of this mighty pile now exist ; but they suffice to testify
to the beauty of the edifice, which served, in turn, as
temple, church, mosque, and finally as powder magazine.
% Fair Parthenon ! yet ntill must Fancy weep
For thee, thou work of nobler spirits Sown,
Bright, as of old, the sunbesins o'er thee sleep
In 2ll their beanty still—and thine is gone |
Fmpires have sunk since thou wert fint revered,
And varying rites have sanetified thy shrine.
The dust is round thee of the race lilt rear'd

Thy walls; and thou—their fate must soom be thine ! ™
Hemeny,

Statues of Minerva—a beautiful, majestic woman,
fully clothed and armed—were very numerous. The
most celebrated of all, by the renowned Greek sculptor
Phidias, measured full forty feet in height. Festivals
were celebrated in honour of Minerva wherever her
worship was held—some, the Greck Panathenza, for
instance, only every four years; others, such as the
Minervalia and Quinquatria, every yesr. At these
festivals the Palladium, a statue of the goddess, said
to have fallen from heaven, was carried in procession
through the city, where the people hailed its appear-
ance with joyful cries and songs of praise,
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CHAPTER V : APOLLO

The Beautiful God

HE most glorious and beautiful amnné all the
ods was Apollo (Phaebus,Sol, Helios,Cynthius,
theus), god of the sun, of medicine, music,
poetry, and all fine arts,
“ Bright-hair’d Apollo !—thou who ever ant
A I:?!:uin.g to the world—whose mighry heart
Forever poun out love, and light, and life ;
Thou, st whose glance, all things of earth are rife
With happiness ; to whom, in early spring,
Bright flowers raise up their heads, where'er they ¢ling
On the steep mountain side, or in the vale
Are nestled calmly. Thou st whom 'I-hl.‘ﬂpl'.l
And weary carth Iooks up, when winter flees,
With patient gaze : thou for whom wimi-uigptd trees
Put on fresh leaves, and drink deep of the light
That glitters in thine eye: thou in whose bright
And hottest rays the eagle fills his eye
With quenchless fire, and far, far op on high
Screams out his joy to thes, by all the names
That thou dost hether thy godhead claims
Phebus or Sol, or golden-hair'd Apalle,
Cynthisn or Pythian, if thou dost follow
The Beeing night, oh, hear
Our hymn to thee, and willingly draw near ! " e

The Story of Latona

Apollo was the son of Jupiter and Latona, or Leto,
the goddess of dark nights, Juno's jealousy had been
aroused by Jupiter's preference for her rival. To
avenge herself, she banished Latona to earth, and
declared that if any one, mortal or immortal, showed
her any pity or gave her any assistance, he would incur
her I;sting rcs-cntmfi:;t. 7

After long, painful wanderings on earth, poor Latona,
weary and parched with thirst, tfrcw near tnplernall pool
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THE STORY OF CORONIS

by the wayside to refresh herself; but, urged by Juno,
some reapers bade her pass on, and then, seeing she
paid no heed to their commands, they sme into the
shallow waters, and stirred up the mud at the bottom
until it was quite unpalatable, With tear-dimmed
eyes, Latona prayed these cruel men might never leave
the spot whercon they mow stood ; and Jupiter, in
answer to her prayer, immediately transformed them
into huge green frogs, which creatures have since then
showed great preference for muddy pools.

Driven on once more by Juno's unrelenting hatred,
Latona finally came to the seashore, where she stretched
out imploring hands to Neptune, who sent 2 dolphin
to bear her in safety to the floating island of Delos,
raised in her behalf from the depths of the sea.  The
rocking motion, however, proving disagreeable to the
E:‘ddm‘ Neptune chained the island fast in the /Egean

; and there in that delightful climate; justly
by poets, were born to Jupiter and Latona twin children,
Apollo and Diana, the divinities of the sun and moen.

The Story of Coronia
Apollo, having attained manhood, could not aveid
the usual lot of the s, as well as of mortal men—
the pangs of love. They were first inspired by Coronis,
a fair maiden, who kindled within his breast an ardent
flame. The sun-god wooed the girl warmly and per-
sistently, and at length had the deep satisfaction of
seeing his affections returned. His bliss, however,
proved but fleeting ; for Coronis, reasoning that if one
lover were so delightful, two would be doubly so,
sccretly encouraged another suitor.
* Flirted with another lover

(S0 at least the stary goes)
And war want to meet him alyly,

Undernesth the blushing rose.”—Saxve.
45



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

Although so cleverly m , these trysts could
not escape the bright tyﬂl:;g;d llo's fnf;:rite bird,
the snowy raven,—for such was his hue in those early
times,—so k¢ flew off in haste to his master to report
the discovery he had made. Desperate with f:u
and jealousy, Apollo did not hesitate, but, seizing
lt:t“;rt bow and deadly arrows, shot Coronis through the

The deed was no sooner accomplished, than all his
love returned with tenfold power; and, hastening to
Coronis' side, he vainly tried all his remedies to recall
her to life.

#The of Phys
Had no lnﬁdust:‘i; tlll:i{n:
He who took her off so defily
Couldn't bring the maiden back!"®
Saxe.

Bending over the lifeless body of his beloved one, he
bewailed his fatal haste, and cursed the bird which had
brought him the unwelcome tidings of her faithlessness.

= Then he turned upan the Raven,
f Wanton bahbler | see thy fate |
Messenger of mine no longer,
Go to Hades with thy prate |

¢ Weary Pluto with thy tattle |
Hither, monster, come not back ;
And—ro match th{ disposition—
Henceforth be ¢ r;ﬂP!:nlthl:cl:!"'
Saxe,

The only reminder of this unfortunate episode was a
young son of Apollo and Coronis, ZEsculapius (Askle-
ios), who was carefully instructed by Apallo in the
ealing art, The disciple’s talent was so great, that he
soon rivalled his master, and even, it is said, recalled
the dead to life. Of course, these miracles did not
ﬂng remain concealed from Jupiter's all-secing eye;









ADMETUS AND ALCESTIS

and he, fﬂﬁn%llaat the people would f him and
worship their p ysician, seized one of his underbalts,
hurled it at the clever youth, and thus brought to an

untimely end his brillisnt medical career.

% Then Jove, incenzed that man shoald rise
From darkness to the upper ikies,
T'he leech that wrought such healing harled
With lightning down to Plutos world."
Virgil (Coningson's £r.).

FEsculapins’ race was not entirely extinct, however,
for he left two sons—Machaon and Podalirius, who in-
herited his medical skill—and a daughter, FHygei, who
watched over the health of man,

Admetus and Alcestis
Maddened with grief at the unexpected loss of his
son, Apollo would fain have wreaked his vengeance
upon the Cyclopes, the authors of the fatal thunder-
bolt; but ere he could execute his purpose, Jupiter in-
terfered, and, to punish him, banished him to earth,
where he entered the service of Admetus, King of
Thessaly. One consolation alone now remained to the
exiled god,—his music. His dulcet tones soon Won
the admiration of his cuumiona. and even that of the
king, who listened to his songs with pleasure, and
to reward him gave him the position of head shep-
herd.
# Then King Admetus, one who had
Pure taste by right divine,
Decreed his singing not too bad
"T'o hear between the cups of wine :
® And s, well pleased with being soothed
Into 2 pweet Balf dncg,“rd
Three times his kingly he smoothed
And made kim viestoy o'er his theep."
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Time passed. Apollo, touched his master's
kindness, wished to bestow some fav:{:r in his turn,
and asked the gods to grant Admetus eternal Life, His
request was complied with, but only on condition, that,
when the time came which had previously been a
pointed for the good king's death, some one should
found willing to die in his stead. This divine decree
was reported to Alcestis, Admetus' beautiful oung
wife, who in a passion of self-sacrifice offered herself
as substitute, and cheerfully gave her life for her
husband. But immortality was too dearly bought at
such a price; and Admetus mourned until Hercules,

itying his grief, descended into Hades, and brought

back from the tomb,

# Did not Hercules by force
Wrest from the guardian Monster of the tomb
Alcesti, a reanimated
Given back 1o dwell on carth in vernal bloom ™
Ferdieworel,

Apollo, after endowing Admetus with immortality,
left m service, and went to assist Neptune, who had
also been banished to earth, to build the walls of Troy,
Scorning to perform any menial tasks, the God of
Music seated himself near by, and played such inspiring
tunes that the stones moved into of their own
accord.

Then, his term of exile being ended, he returned to
heaven, and there resumed his wonted duties. From
his exalted position he often cast loving glances down
upon men, whose life he had shared for a short time,
whose every privation he had endured ; and, in answer
to their prayers, he graciously extended his protection
over them, and delivered them from misfortunes too
numerous to mention. Among other deeds done for
men was the slaying of the monster serpent Python,
#



THE STORY OF HYACINTHUS

born from the slime and stagnant waters which remained
upon the surface of the earth after the Deluge. None
had dared approach the monster ; but Apollo fearlessly
drew near, and slew him with his golden shafts The
victory over the terrible Python won for Apollo the
surname of Pytheus (the Slayer), by which appellation
he was frequently invoked.

This annihilation of Python is, of course, nothing
but an allegary, illustrating the sun’s power to dry
up marshes and stagnant pools, thus preventing the
lurking fiend malaria from making further inroads.

Apollo has always been 8 favourite subject for painters
and sculptors, The most beautiful statue of him is the
i.fpulln Belvedere, which represents him at the moment

his conquest of the Python.

The Story of Hyacinthus

Although successful in war, Apollo was yery unfor-
tunate indeed in friendship. One day he came down
to earth to enjoy the society of a youth of mortal birth,
named Hyacinthus. To pass the time agreeably, the
friends began a game of quoits, but had not played
long, before Zephyrus, god of the south wind, passing
by, saw them thus occupied. Jealous of Apollo, for he
too loved Hyacinthus, Zephyrus blew Apollo's quoit
aside so violently that it struck his playmate, and felled
him to the ground. Vainly Apollo strove to check
the stream of blood which flowed from the ghastly
wound, Hyacinthus was =|Ll:-¢.-m:l{l beyond aid, and in a
few seconds breathed his last in his iyricnd's arms. To
keep some reminder of the departed, Apollo changed
the fallen blood-drops into clusters of flowers, ever
since called, from the youth's name, hyacinths ; while
E;rhyrun, perceiving too late the fatal cffect of his
jealousy, hovered inconsolable over the sad spot, and

]
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tenderly caressed the dainty flowers which had sprung
from his friend’s life-blood.
u Zeph iten
Wha now, ere thh&ﬂuﬁt firmament,
Fondles the Sower.”
Keanr,
The Story of Cyparissus
To divert his mind from the mournful fate of
Hyacinthus, Apollo sought the company of Cyparissus,
a clever young hunter; but this E-'u:ndship was also
doomed to a sad end, for Cyparissus, having accident-
killed Apollo’s pet stag, grieved so sorely over
this mischance, that he pined away and finally died.
Apollo then changed his lifeless clay into a
tree, which he decEn:d should hencetorth be used to
shade the graves of those who had been greatly beloved
through lilg:l

‘The Story of Daphne
Some time after this episode, Apollo encountered in
the forest a beautiful nymph by the name of Daphne,
daughter of the river god Peneus, Love at first sight
was the immediate consequence on Apollo’s part, and
he longed to speak to the maid and win her affections,
He first tried to approach h::u!g:ntl]r.munntto
frighten her ; but, before he d reach her side, she
fled, and he, forgetful of all else, pursued her flying
footsteps. As he ran he called aloud to Daphne, en-
treating her to ﬁtuu were it only for a moment, and
promising to do her no harm,
“ Abate, fair fugitive, abate thy ipeed,

Dismiss r.];y fears, and tumn thy beauteous head §

With kind regard a panting lover view

Less swiftly fly, less swiftly I'll puriue ;

Fathlem, slas! and rugged is the ground,

Some stone may hurt chee, or some thorn may wound
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THE STORY OF DAPHNE

# You Ry, alas | not knowing whom you fiy ;
No ill-bred swain, nor rustic clown, am L"
Prisr.

The terrified girl paid no heed to promises or
entreaties, but sped on until her strength began to fail,
and she perceived, that, notwithstanding her utmost
cfforts, her pursuer was gninir:ig upon her, Panting
and trembling, she swerved aside, and rushed down to
the edge of her father’s stream, calling out loudly for
his protection. No sooner had she reached the water's
edge, than her feet seemed rooted to the ﬁ-round. A
rough bark rapidly enclosed her quivering limbs, while
her trembling hands were f with leaves, Her
father had answered her prayer by changing her into
a laurel tree.

Apollo, coming up just then with outstretched arms,
clasped nothing but a rugged tree trunk. At first he
could not realise that the fair maiden had vanished
from his sight for ever ; but, when the truth dawned
upon him, he declared that from henceforth the laurel
would be considered his favourite tree, and that prizes
awarded to poets, musicians, &c., should consist of a
wreath of its glossy foliage.

“ 1 espouse thee for my tree :
Be thou the prize of honour and renown ;
The desthless poet, and the poem, crown ;
Thou shalt the Roman lestivals adorn,
And, after poets, be by victors worn.”
Oeid (Drydex’s 1r.).

This story of Apollo and Daphne was an illustration
of the effect produced by the sun (Apollo) upon the
dew (Daphne), The sun is captiv by its beauty,
and longs to view it more closely ; the dew, afraid of its
ardent lover, flies, and, when its fiery breath touches it,
vanishes, leaving nothing but verdure in the sclf-same
where but a moment before it sparkled in all its purity.

50
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» Climbing Heaven's blue dome,
I walk over the mountsins and the waves,
Leaving my robe upon the ocean foam;
My footsteps the clouds with fire ; the caves
Are Blled with my brighe presence, and the air
Leaves the gresn earth to my embraces bare”
%r
Cephalus and Procris
The ancients had many analogous stories, allegories
of the sun and dew, amongst others the oft-quoted tale
of Cephalus and Procris. Cephalus was a hunter, who
fell in love with and married one of Diana’s nymphs,
Procris. She brought him as dowry a hunting dog,
Lelaps, and 2 javelin warranted never to miss its mark.
The newly-married pair were perfectly happy; but
their content was viewed with great displeasure
(Aurors), goddess of dawn, who had Prcﬁnusly tried,
but without success, to win Cephalus® affections, and
who now resolved to put an end to the bliss she envied.
All day long Cephalus hunted in the forest, and,
when the evening shadows began to fall, joined his
loving wife in their cosy dwelling, Her marriage gifts
rmvcd invaluable, as Lelaps was swift of foot, and tire-
ess in the chase. One day, to test his’pomn, the
gods from Olympus watched him course a fox, special
creation of theirs; and so well were both animals
matched in speed and endurance, that the chase bade
fair to end only with the death of onc or both of
the participants. The gods, in their admiration for
the fine run, declared the animals deserved to be re-
membered for ever, and changed them into statues,
which retained all the spirited action of the living
creatures.
In the warm season, when the sun became oppressive,
Cephalus was wont to rest during the noon hour in some
shady spot, and as he flung himself down upon the
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CEPHALUS AND PROCRIS
short grass he often called for a breeze, bidding it cool
his heated brow.
* A hunter once in that grove reclin'd,
To shun the noon's bright eye,
And oft he woo'd the wandering wind,
T'a cool his brow with its sigh.
While mute lay ev'n the wild bee’s hum,
Nor breath could atir the aspen's hair,
His song wan still, * Sweet air, oh come !
While Echo anmawered, * Came, yweet sir ! '™
Muwrr.

Eos heard of this habit, and was fully aware that he
merely addressed the passing wind ; nevertheless she
sought Procris, and informed her that her husband was
faithless, and paid court to a fair maid who dnilf met
him at noonday in the forest solitudes, Procris, blinded
by sudden jealousy, gave credit to the false story, and
immediately resolved to follow her husband.

The morning had well-nigh passed, and the sun was
dnrﬁnf its perpendicular rays upon the earth, when
Cephalus came to his usual resort, near which Procris
was concealed.

* Sweet air, oh come | the hunter cried; and Procris,
cut to the heart by what she considered an infallible
proof of his infidelity, sank fainting to the ground. The
rustle caused by her swoon attracted Cephalus’ atten-
tion. Under the mistaken impression that some wild
beast was lurking there ready to pounce upon him, he
cast his unerring javelin into the very midst of the
thicket, and pierced the faithful bosom of his wife. Her
dﬁ!:i moan brought him with one bound to her side ;
erc she breathed her last, an explanation was given and
received ; and Proeris died with the blissful conviction
that her husband had not deserved her unjust suspicions,
and that his heart was all her own.

There are, of course, many other versions of these
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self-same myths ; but one and all are intended to illus-
trate the same natural phenomena, and are subject to
the same interpretation.

Apollo’s principal duty was to drive the sun chariot.
Day after day he rode across the azure sky, nor paused
on his way till he reached the golden boat awaiting him
at the end of his long day's journey, to bear him in
safety back to his eastern palace,

# Helios all day long his allotted labour pursua ;
No reit to his pamionate heart and his Eﬁng horses given,
From the moment when roseate-fingered Eos kindles the dews
And spurns the it sez-floon, ascending silvery the heaven,
Uniil from the hand of Ecs Heaperos, trembling, receives
His fragrant lamp, and fint in the twilight hangs it up.”

Orevenw Mereaith,
The Story of Clytie

A fair young maiden, named Clytie, watched Apollo’s
daily journey with strange persistency ; and from the
moment when he left his palace in the morning until he
came to the far western sea in the evening, she followed
his course with loving eyes, thought of the golden-haired
%nd, and longed for his love. But, in spite of all this

ervour, she never won favour in Apollo’s eyes, and
languished until the gods, in pity, changed her into a
sunflower.

Even in this altered guise Clytie could not forget the
abject of her love; and now, & fit emblem of constancy,
she still follows with upturned face the glowing orb in
its daily journey across the sky.

* No, the heart that has truly lov'd forgets,
Bur as truly loves on to {;Iu dm"?“

A the sunflower turns on her god when he setn
The same look which she tum'd when he rowe™

Moagre,
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The Story of Marsyas

A young shepherd, lying in the cool grass one
summer afternoon, became aware of a distant sound
of music, so sweet, so thrilling, that he fairly held his
breath to listen. These weird, delightful tones were
pmdu::d by Minerva, who, seated by the banks of a
«mall stream, was trying her skill on the flute. As she
bent over the limpid waters, she suddenly beheld her
puffed cheeks and distorted features, and impetuously
threw the instrument into the water, yowing never to
touch it again.

# Hence, 7= bane of besuty, hence !
What ! shall | my charms disgrace
By making such an odious face
M elanippider,

The sudden break in the entrancing music caused
the youth, Marsyas, to start from %-i: abstraction
and look about him, He then perceived the rejected
flute sailing gently down the stream past his feet.
To seize the instrument and convey it to his lips
was the work of an instant; and no sooner had he
breathed into it than the magic strain was renewed.
No recollection of his pastoral duties could avail
to tear Marsyas away from his new-found treasure;
and so rapidly did his skill increase, that he became
insufferably conceited, and boasted he could rival
Apollo, whom he actually challenged to a musical

contest.
lhtﬁtidilﬁ to punish him for his presumption, Apollo,
accompanied by the nine Muses, the patronesses of
poetry and music, appeared before the musician and
challenged him to make good his boastful words.
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Marsyas was called upon first to exhibit his proficiency,
and charmed all by his melodious strains,

u S0 aweet that alone the south wind knew,
By summer hid in resds’ jointed eells
o wait imprisoned for the south wind's spelly,
Fram out his reedy flute the player drew,
And as the music clearer, lnuimr grew,
Wild ereaturcs From their winter nooks and dells,
Sweet Jurry things with like starry wells,
Crept wonderingly out ;?i:y thought the south wind blew,
With instant joyous trust, they focked sround
His feet who such a sudden summer made,

Hiy eyes, mare kind than men's, enthralied and bound
Them there.”

H, H.

The Muses bestowed much deserved praise, and then
bade Apollo surpass his rival if he could. No second
command was necessary. The god seized his Eolden
lyre and poured forth impassioned strains. Before
E:nnuncing their decision, the Muses resolved to give

h musicians a second hearing, and again both strove ;
but on this occasion Apollo joined the harmonious ac-
cents of his godlike voice to the tones of his instrument,
causing all present, and the very Muses too, to hail him
48 CONQUEror.

4 And, when now the westesing sun
Touch'd the hilly the strife was done,
And theattentive Muies sxid ;
“Mansyas, thou art vanguished !* "
Marthew Arncld,

According to & previous arrangement—that the
victor should have the privilege of flaying his oppo-
nent liive—ﬁﬁnllu bound Marsyas to a tree and
slew him cruelly. When the mountain nymphs heard
of their favourite’s sad death, they began to weep and
shed such torrents of tears that they formed a river,

called Marsyas, in memory of the sweet musician,
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Apollo and Midas

The mournful termination of this affair should have
served as a warning to all rash mortals, Such was not
the case, however ; and shortly after Apollo found him-
self engaged in another musical contest with Pan, King
Midas aﬁwau:it: flute-player. Upon this occasion
Midas Himself retained the privilege of awarding the
prize, and, blinded by partiniiti: gave it to Pan, in spite
of the marked inferiority of his playing. Apollo was
so incensed by this injustice, that he determined to show
his opinion of the dishonest judge by causing generous-
sized ass's ears to grow on either side of his head.

«The god of wit, to show his grudge,
Clapt aner’ ears upon the judge ;

A poodly pair, erect and wide,
Wik e somd meither gild noe hide®

Swift,

Greatly dismayed by these new ornaments, Midas
retreated into the privacy of his own apartment, and
sent in hot haste for a barber, who, after having been
sworn to secrecy, was admitted, and bidden to fashion
a huge wig, which would hide the deformity from the
eyes of the king's subjects. The barber acquitted
himself deftly, and, before he was allowed to leave the
palace, was again charged not to reveal the secret,
under penalty of immediate death.

But a secret is difficult to keep; and this one, of
the king's long ears, preyed upon the poor barber’s
spirits, so that, incapable of enduring silence longer,
he sallied out into a field, dug = deep hole, and shouted
down into the bosom of the earth,—

i King Midas wean
(These eyes beheld them, these) such 'y ean §res

Herace.
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Unspeakably relieved by this performance, the barber
returned home. Time passed. Reeds grew over the
hole, and, as they bent befare the wind which rustled
through their leaves, they were heard to murmur,
“Midas, King Midas, has ass's ears!™ and all who
passed by caught the whisper, and noised it abroad, so
that the secret became the general topic of all conver-
sations.

Orpheus and Eurydice
As Apollo had frequent opportunities of meeting
the Muses, it is not to be wondered at that he fell a
victim to the charms of the fair Calliope, who, in her
turn, loved him passionately, and even wrote verses in
his honour. This being the state of her feelings, she
readily consented to their union, and became the
proud mother of Orpheus, who inherited his parents’
musical and poetical gifts.
# Orpheus with his lute made trees,
And the mountain-tops, that frecze,
How themselves when he did sing :
To his mmic plants and fowen

Ever sprung ; a» sun and showers
There had made a lasting spring.

# Everything that heard him play,
E::n the billows of the m.Fhr

Hung their and then la 1
’ e I;L}ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ
This talent waxed greater as the years passed by, and
became so remarkable, that the youth's fame was very
widespread ; and when he fell in love with Eurydice,
he brought all his skill into play, and wooed her with
voice and glance and with tender, passionate music.
Eurydice was touched by his courtship, and ere long
requited the love lavished upon her bv conferring her
hand upon Orpheus.
8
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Shortly after their union, while walking alone in the
ficlds, the bride encountered a youth named Aristzus,
whose bold admiration proved so distasteful, that she
fied from him as quickly as possible. In her haste she
accidentally trod upon a venomous serpent lurkinii.n
the long grass, which immediately turned upon her,
and bit her heel. A short period of agonised suffering
ensued ; then Eurydice dicd, and her s irit was con-
ducted down into the gloomy realms of Pluto, leaving
Orpheus broken-hearted.

Plaintive, heartrending laments now replaced the
joyous wedding strains ; but even the charms of music
falled to make life endurable, and Orpheus wandered
off to Olympus, where he so piteously implored Jupiter
to restore his wife to his longing arms, that the great
god's heart was moved to compassion. He gave him
permission, therefore, to go down into the Infernal
Regions to seek his wife, but warned him at the
came time that the undertaking was perilous in the
extreme.

Nothing daunted, Orpheus hastened to the entrance
of Hades, and there saw the fierce three-headed 4
named Cerberus, who guarded the gate, and
allow tio living being to enter, nor any spirit to pass
out of Hades. As soon as this monster saw Orpheus,
he began to growl and bark savagely, to frighten him
away ; but Orpheus merely paused, and began to play
such mdt‘?:i chords, that Cerberus’ rage was a A
and he y allowed him to pass into Pluto’s dark
kingdom,

The magic sounds penetrated even into the remote
depths of Tartarus, where the condemned shades sus-
pended their toil for a moment, and hushed their sighs
and groans to listen. Even Tantalus mspendadniil
eternal effort to quaff the ever-receding stream, and
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Ixion's wheel stayed for a moment in its ceascless

course.
# Poor Sisyphus, doomed to tumble and tom
The notable stone tha gathers no moss,
Let go his burden, and turned to hear
The charming sounds that ravithed his e2r”

Suxe,

No living being had ever before penetrated thus into
the Infernal ions, and Orpheus wandered on until
he came to the ne of Pluto, king of these realms,
whereon the stern ruler sat in silence, his wife Proser-
pina beside him, and the relentless Fates at his feet.

Orpheus made known his errand, and succeeded in
moving the royal pair to tears, whereupon they graciously
consented to restare Eurydice to life and to her fond
husband’s care.

“ Hell consented

To hear the Poets P::f“:
Stern Proserpine relented,
And gave him back the Gir.
Thus song could ’prtv.l.il
O'er death and o'er hell,
A how hard and h lorions |
Tho' fate had fast bound her.
With Scyx nine times round her,
Yet music and love were victorious."
Pope.

But one condition was imposed before he was allowed
to depart ; thatis, that he should leave the Infernal Re-
gions without turning once to look into his beloved
wife's face,

Orpheus u«ﬁcd the condition joyfully, and wended
his way out of Hades, looking neither to the right nor
to the left, but straight before him ; and as he walked
he wondered whether Eurydice were changed by her
sojourn in these ni,l*:n depths, Forgetful of the con-

ﬁmm imposed by Pluto, his longing to feast his eyes
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ORPHEUS AND EURYDICE

once more upon her loved features induced him to turn
+ sst before he reached the earth ; and as he did so the
orm of the wife he had so nearly snatched from the
grave vanished from before his affrighted cyes.
# No word of plaint even in that second Death

Agsinet her lord she attered,—how could Love

Too antiot be upbraided }—but one lue

And sad * Farewsll 1" acarce zudible, she sighed,

And vanisht to the Ghosts that late she left.”

Ovid (H. King's tr)).

All was now over. He had tried and failed. No
hope remained. In despair, the lonely musician retreated
to the forest solitudes, and there played his mournful
laments,—

# Snely straing at wonld have won the ear
Of Pluto, to have quite set free
His halfregained Eurydice,”
Milsen.

But there were none to hear except the trees, winds,
and wild beasts in the forest, who strove in their dumb
way to comfort him ashe moved restlessly about, seeking
a solace for his bursting heart. At times it seemed to
his half-delirious fancy that he could discern Eurydice
wandering about in the dim distance, with the self-same
mournful ession of which he had caught a mere
glimpse as she drifted reluctantly back into the dark
shadows of Hades.

# At that elm-vista's end | trace
Dimly thy sad leave-taking face,

Eurydice ! Eurydice !
The tremulous leaves repeat o me

Eurydice ! Burydice!™
Loreell,

At last there dawned a day when some Bacchantes
overtook him in the forest, and bade him play some gay
music, so they might indulge in & dance. But poor
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Orpheus, dazed with grief, could not comply with their
demands; and the ugzutu which alone he now could
draw from his instrument so enraged the merrymakers,
that they tore him limb from limb, and cast his mangled
remains into the Hebrus River,

As the -musician’s head floated down the stream,
the pallid lips still murmured, * Eurydice | " for even
in death he could not forget his wife; and, as his spirit
drifted on to join her, he incessantly called upon her
name until the brooks, trees, and fountains he had loved
so well caught up the longing cry, and repeated it again
and again,

Nothing was now left to remind mortals of the sweet
singer who had thus perished, except his lute, which the

ods placed in the heavens as a bright constellation,
iyn, also called by Orpheus’ name,

The Story of Amphion

Another musician celebrated in mythological annals
is Amphion, whose skill was reported to be but little
inferior to Orpheus’,

“*Tis said he had a tunefal tongue,
Such happy intonation,
Wherever he sat down and wang
He left s stnall plantation ;
Wherever in u lonely grove
He set ap his forlorn prpes,
The gouty aak began to move,
And Bounder into hornpipes.”
Temuyren,

This musician, 2 son of Jupiter and Antiope, had a
twin brother Zethus, who, however, shared none of his
artistic tastes. Hearing that their mother Antiope had
been repudiated by her second husband, Lycus, so that
he might marry another wife by the name of Dirce,
these youths hastened off to Thebes, where they found
ba









THE STORY OF ARION

the state of affairs even worse than represented ; for
poor Antiope was now imprisoned, and subject daily
to her rival's cruel treatment,

Zethus and Amphion, after besieging and taking the
city, put Lycus to death, and, binding Dirce to the tail
of a wild bull, let him loose to drag her over briars and
stones until she perished. This punishment inflicted
upon Dirce is the subject of the &mnumup once
belonging to the Farnese family, and now by their
name.

Amphion’s musical talent was of great use to him
when he subsequently became King of Thebes, and
wished to fortify his capital by building a huge ram-

t all around it; for the stones moved in rhythmic
time, and, of their own volition, marched into their
places.

The Story of Arion

Next to him in musical fame was Arion, the
musician who won untold wealth by his talent. On
one occasion, having gone to Sicily to take part in a
musical contest which had attracted thither the most
famous musicians from all points of the compass, he
resolved to return home by sea.

Unfortunately for him, the vessel upon which he had
embarked was manned by an avaricious, piratical crew,
who, having heard of his treasures, resolved to murder
him to obtain possession of them. He was allowed but
scant time to prepare for death; but, just as they were
about to toss him overboard, he craved permission to
play for the last time, The pirates consented. His
clear notes floated over the sea, and allured a school of
dolphins, which came and played about the ship. The
pirates, terrified by the power of his music, and in dread
lest their hearts should be moved, quickly laid hands
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upon him, and hurled him into the water, where he fell
upon the broad back of a dolphin, who bore him in
safety to the nearest shore.

“Then was there hesrd a most celestiall sonnd

Of dainty muscks, which did next eatew

Before the spouse : that was Arion crownd ;

Who, playing on his harpe, unto him drew

The cares and hearts of all that goodly crew,

That even yet the Dolphin, which him bore

Through the Agean seas from Pirates vew,

Stood still by him astonisht at his lore,

And all the raging seas for joy forgot to rore ™

Spemucr,
To commemorate this miracle, the gods placed

Arion's harp, together with the dolphin, in the heavens,
where they form a constellation.

The Story of Phacton

In the sunny plains of Greece there once dwelt
Clymene, a fair nymph. She was not alone, however,
for her golden-haired little son Phacton was there to
gladden her heart with all his childish graces,

Early in the morning, when the sun's bright orb
first appeared above theinrimn, Clymene would point
it out to her boy, and tell him that his father, Apollo,
was setting out for his daily drive. Clymene so often
entertained her child with stories of his father's beauty
and r, that at last Phaeton became conceited, and
acquired a habit of boasting rather loudly of his divine
parentage. His playmates, after a time, wearied of his
arrogance, and, to avoid the constant repetition of his
vain speeches, bade him show some proof of his divine
origin, or keep his peace,

tung to the quick by some insolent taunts which
they added, Phaston hastened to his mother, and
!;:r to direct him to his father, that he might obtain
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the desired proof. Clymene immediately gave him all
necessary information, and bade him make haste if he
would reach his father’s palace in the far east before the
sun chariot passed out of its portals to accomplish its
daily round. Directly eastward Phaeton journeyed, nor
paused to rest until he came in view of the golden and
jewelled pinnacles and turrets of his father’s abode.
“The smuo's bright palsce, on high colomna rais’d
With burnish’d gold and faming jewels blag'd,
The folding gates diffus’d a silver light,
And with a mildes gleam refresh’d the sight.”
o ddison,

Quite undazzled by this splendour, the youth still
pressed on, straining his eyes to catch the first glimpse
of the godly father, whose stately bearing and radiant
air his mother had so enthusiastically described.

Apollo, from his golden throne, had watched the
boy’s approach, and, 2s he drew nearer, recognised him
as his own offspring. Timidly now Phacton advanced
to the steps of his father’s throne, and humbly waited
for permission to make his errand known. Apollo
addressed him graciously, called him his son, and bade
him speak without fear, In a few minutes the youth
impetuously poured out the whole story, and watched
with pleasure the frown which gathered on Apollo’s
brow when he repeated his companions’ taunts. As
scon as he had finished his tale, Apollo exclaimed that
he would grant him any proof he wished, and confirmed
these words by a solemn oath.

““* By the terrible Styx ! said the angry si
Wh!l: his eyes Huhﬁ volumes of l’nf;r ud:;.u.
*To prove yoar reviler an infamom liar,
Lswear [ will grant you whate'er you desire 1**
Sexe

This oath was the most solemn any god could utter,
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and in case of {ur;r he was obliged to drink the waters
of this river, which would lull him into senseless stupidity
for one whole year, During nine years following he
was deprived of his office, banished from Olympus,
and not allowed to taste of the life-giving nectar and
ambrosia.

With a flash of triumph in his dark eyes, Phaeton,
hearing this oath, begged permission to ive the sun
chariot that very day, stating that all the world would
be sure to notice his exalted position, and that none
would ever dare doubt his veracity after such a signal
mark of Apollo’s favour.

When the god heard this presumptuous request, he
started back in dismay, for he alone could control the
four fiery steeds which drew the golden-wheeled sun-car.
Patiently he then explained to Phaeton the great danger
of such an undertaking, earnestly begging him to select
some other, less fatal boon.

& Choose out s gift from sezy, ar earth, or skiey,
For open to your with all nature lioj
Only decline this one unequal task,
For "tis & mischief, not & gift, you uk.”
Addisn,

But Phaeton, who, like many another conceited youth,
fancied he knew better than his sire, would not give
heed to the kindly warning, end persisted in his request,
until Apollo, who had sworn the irrevocable oath, was

iged to fulfil his promise.

The hour had already come when the Sun usually
began his daily journey. The pawing, champing steeds
were ready; rosy-fingered Aurora only awaited her
master’s signal to fling wide the gates of morn; and
the Hours were ready to escort him as usual.

Apollo, yielding to pressure, quickly anointed his
ﬁn with a cooling essence to preserve him from the
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THE STORY OF PHAETON
burning sunbeams, gave him the n:cm:.rr directions
for hl';g_]uurnzy, and repeatedly and anxiously cautioned
him to watch his st with the utmost care, and to
use the whip but sparingly, as they were inclined to be
very restive,

The youth, who had listened impatieatly to cautions
and directions, then sprang into the seat, gathered up
the reins, signalled to Aurora to fling the ﬁu:n wide,
and dashed out of the eastern palace with 2 flourish.

For an hour or two Phacton borein mind his father's
principal injunctions, and all went well but at len
clated by his exalted position, he became very reckless,
drove faster and faster, and soon lost his way. In find-
ing it again he drove so close to the earth, that all the

lants shrivelled up, the fountains and rivers were dried
in their mossy beds, the smoke began to rise from the
parched and blackened earth, and even the people of
the land over which he was passing were burned black,
—a hue retained by their descendants to this day.

Terrified at what he had done, Phaeton whipped up
his steeds, and drove so far away, thatall the vegetation
which had survived the intense heat came to an un.
timely end on account of the sudden cold.

The cries of mortals rose in chorus, and their clamours
became so loud and imf-onunue, that they roused
Jupiter from a profound sleep, and caused him to look
around to discover their origin. One glance of his all-
seeing :re sufficed to reveal the devastated earth and the
youthful charioteer. How had a beardless youth dared
to mount the sun chariot? Jupiter could scarcely
credit what he saw. In his anger he vowed he would
make the rash mortal expiate his presumption by
immediate death. He therefore selected the deadliest
thunderbolt in his arsenal, simed it with special care,
and hurled it at Phaeton, whose burned and hhckun;;l
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corpse fell from his lofty seat down into the limpid
waves of the Eridanus River.
“ And Phaeton, caught in mid career,

And hurled from the Sun to utter sunlessness,

Like a flame-bearded comet, with ghastliest his,

Fell headlong in the amazed Eridanu,

Maonarch of streams, who on the Italian fields

Let loose, and far beyend hiy Howery lips

Foam-white, ran ruinous to the Adnan dntB;""

wriley.

The tidings of his death soon reached poor Clymene,
who mourned her only son, and refused to be com-
forted ; while the Heliades, Phaeton’s sisters, three in
number,—Phactusa, Lampetia, and /Egle,—spent their
days by the riverside, shedding tears, wringing their white
hands, and bewailing their loss, until the gods, in pity,
eransformed them into poplar trees, and their tears into
amber, which substance was supposed by the ancients
to flow from the poplar trees like tear<drops. Phacton’s
intimate friend, Cycnus, piously collected his charred
remains, and gave them an honourable burial. In his
grief he continually haunted the scene of his friend’s
death, and repeatedly plunged into the river, in the
hope of finding some more scattered fragments, until
the gods cha him into a swan ; which bird is ever
sailing mournfully about, and frequently plunging his
head into the water to continue his sad search.

The Nine Muses
Apollo, as the dearly loved leader of the nine Muses,
—daughters of Jupiter and Mnemosyne, goddess of
memory,—was surnamed Musagetes,
* Whom all the Muses loved, not one alone ;—
Into his handi they zﬂt the lyre of gold,

And, crowned with racred laurel at their foun
I"l.l:l::::i him as Musagetes on their throne™ -

68 Long feliver,
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Although the Muses united at times in one grand
song, they had each separate duties assigned them.

Clio, the Muse of history, recorded all great deeds
and heroic actions, with the names of ther authors,
and was therefore generally represented with a laurel
wreath and a book and stylus, to indicate her readiness
to note all that happened to mortal men or immortal

5.

Euterpe, the graceful “ Mistress of Son%." was
represented with a flute, and garlands of fragrant
flowers.

Thalia, Muse of pastoral poetry, held a shepherd’s
crook and mask, and wore a crown of wild flowers.

“ Mild pastoral Mwme !
“That, te the sparkling crown Urania weamn,
And to her sister Clic"s lagrel wreath,

Preferr'st 3 gasland culled from purple heath!™
Wardseworih,

Her graver sister, Melpomene, who presided over
tragedy, wore a crown of gold, and wiclded a dagger
and a sceptre; while Terpsichore, the light-footed
Muse of dancing, was represented treading an airy
measure.

Erato, who preferred lyric poetry to all other styles
of composition, was pictured with a lyre; and Poly-
hymnia, Muse of rhetoric, held a sceptre to show that
:Iogucnu: rules with resistless sway.

alliope, Muse of heroic , also wore a laurel
crown ; and Urania, Muse u} astronomy, held mathe-
matical instruments, indicative of her love of the exact
sciences,

This glorious sisterhood was wont to assemble on
Mount Parnassus or on Mount Helicon, to hold their
learned debates on poetry, science, and music,
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The Story of Comatas

A certain goatherd, named Comatas, used to feed his
goats on the slopes of Mount Helicon, and' when the
nights were warm would stay out all nig{ht with them.
On one occasion he had thus seen the Muses dancing
round the fountain of Hippocrene in the moonlight,
and from that moment he was their willing slave,

Not far from this spot was a small altar devoted to
the Muses, and Comatas one day took a kid and offered
it as a sacrifice.

When his master discovered that one was nnmnﬁ
from his flock, in a fit of passion he took the goa
and fastened him in a great chest, intending that he
should die of starvation, The Muses, however, would
not suffer their servant to die thus miserably, and they
sent some bees with honey, which they carried to him
daily through a chink in the chest,

Months passed, and one day the chest was opened §
but, instead of a heap of mouldering bones, there was
Comatas, live and well ! His lord, knowing that honey-
bees were the special servants of the Muses, believed that
the latter had taken Comatas under their special care,
and thereafter treated him with the utmost kindness.

Aurora and Tithonus
Apollo’s favourite attendant was Eos (Aurorz), the
fair goddess of dawn, whose rose-ti fingers opened
wide the eastern gates of pearl, and who then flashed
across the sky to announce her master’s coming.
“ Hail, gentle Dawn | mild blmbing goddes, hail |

Rejoiced [ see thy purple mantle spread

O'er half the skies | gems pave thy radiant way,

And orient pearh from every shrub depend.”

This dainty goddess loved and married Tithonus,
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Prince of Troy, and won from the gods the boon of
everlasting life to confer upon him. Alas | however, she
forgot to ask at the same time for continued youth ;
and her husband grew older and older, and findlly
became so decrepit, that he was a burden to her.
w [mmortal age beside immaortal youth.”
Tennyrom.

Knowing he would never dic, and wishing to nd
herself of his burdensome presence, she changed him
into a hopper.

At this time the goddess fell in love with halus,
the young hunter, and frequently visited him on IMount
Hymettus.

# i Come,' Pheebus cries, ' Aurora, come—L00 late
Thou linger'st slumbering with thy wither'd mate !
Leave him, and to Hymettus' top ir !

Thy darling Cephalus thmTrmt'
The goddess, with a blush, her love
But mounts, and, driving rapidly, obeyr.
Krair,

The principal temples dedicated to the worship of
Apollo were at Delos, his birthplace, and at Delphi,
where a priestess called Pythia gave out mysterious
oracles purporting to have come from the god. The
ancients everywhere could not fail to recognise the
sun's kindly influence and bencficent power, and were
therefore ever ready to worship Apallo.

@] marvel not, O sun! that unto thee
In adoration man should bow the knee,
And pour his prayen of mingled awe and love;
For like 3 God thou art, and on thy way
Of glory theddest with benignant ray,
Beauty, and life, snd joyancs from sbove."

The most renowned among the numerous festivals
held in honour of Apollo were, without exception,
?l
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the Pythian Games, celebrated at Delphi every three
years.
A manly, beardless youth of great beauty, Apollo is
generally crowned with laurels, and bears either a bow

or a lyre,
“The Lord of the unerring bow,
The God of life, and potsy, and light—
The San in human lmbs srrey'd, and brow
All radiant from his triumph in the fight ;
The shafi hath just been shot—the arrow bright
With an immartal's vengeanes ; in his eye
And noatril beautiful distain, and might
And majesty, flazh their fall lighenings by,
Developing in that one glince the Deity.”
Byres,

One of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world, the
famous Colossus of Rhodes, was a statue of Apolla, his
head encircled with a halo of bright sunbeams, and his
legs spread wide apart to allow vessels, with all their
sails spread, to pass in and out of the harbour, whose
entrance he guarded for many a year.



CHAPTER VI: DIANA

The Goddess of the Chase
IANA (Cynthia, Phaebe, Selene, Artemis), the
D fair twin sister of Apollo, was not only goddess
of the moon, but also of the chase.
w4 Goddess serene, transcending every star !
Queen of the sky, whose beams are seen afar !
By night heaven owns thy sway, by day the grove,

When, as chaste Disn, here thon deign'st to rove.'”
Byrem.

In works of art this goddess is generally represented as
a beautiful maiden, clad in a short hunting Er:u, armed
with a bow, a quiver full of arrows at her side, and s
crescent on her well-poised head.
4 Near the Delian olive-tree
Latonis gave thy life to thes,

That thou shouldst be for ever queen
OF mountzins and of forests green |

OF every deep glen's mystery §
Of all streams and eheir mclodfz"
Cailas (R, C. Teb¥v tr).

Proud of her two children, Apollo and Diana, Latona
hoasted far and wide that such as hers had never been,
for they excelled all others in beauty, intelligence, and
power.

The Stary of Niobe
The daughter of Tantalus, Niobe, heard this hoast,
and laughed in scorn ; for she was the mother of four-
teen children,—seven manly sons and seven beautiful
daughters. In her pride she called aloud to Latona, and
taunted her because her offspring numbered but two.
Shortly after, Niobe even went so far as to forbid her
people to worship Apollo and Diana, and gave orders
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that all the statues representing them in her kingdom
should be torn down from their pedestals and destroyed.
Enraged at this insult, Latona called her children to her
side, and bade them go forth and slay all her luckless
rival's offspring.

Provided with well-stocked quivers, the twins set out
to do her bidding; and Apollo, meeting the seven lads
out hunting, cut their existence short with his unfailing
AITOWE,

“ Pheebus slew the som

With arrows from his silver bow, incented
At Niobe"

Hemer (Bryent's tr.),

With all proverbial speed the tidings reached Niobe,
whose heart failed when she heard that her seven sons,
her pride and delight, had fallen under Apollo’s shafts,
and that they now lay cold and stiff in the forest, where
they had eagerly hastened a few hours before, to follow
the deer to its cover.

As she mourned their untimely death, she thought
her cup of sorrow was full; but long ere her E-:t
passion of grief was over, Diana began to slay her
daughters,

® But what is this? What means this oozing lood }
Her daughten, too, arc weltering in their blood :
One clasps her mother"s knest, one cling sround
Her neck, and ane lies prostrate on the ground ;
One sezko her breaut ; one eyes the coming wos
And shuddens; one in tetror crouche low.”

Mekager.

In vain the poor girls sought to escape the flyin
arrows. In vain Niobe mug%t to pmt:ﬁ th:rn,ymﬁ
called upon all the gods of Olympus. Her daughters
fell one lzr one, never to rise again. The last clung
convulsively to her mother’s breast; but, even in that
fond mother's passionate embrace, death found and
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claimed her. Then the gods, touched by the sight of
woe S0 intense, :h:ng:d Niobe into stone, just as she
stood, with upturned face, streaming cyes, and quivering
h
1) “ One prayer remaine

For me to offer yet.

Thy quiver holds y

Mote than nine arrows = bend thy bow ; sim here!

I sce, | see it glimmering through a cload.

Artemiy, thou st length art merciful :

My children will not bear the faral twang ™

W. 8. Laxdyr.

The statue was placed on Mount Sipylus, close to
a stream of running water; and it was said that tears
continually flowed Eown the marble cheeks, for, though
changed, Niobe still felt, and wept for her great loss,

This story is an allegory, in which Niobe, the
mother, represents winter, hard, cold, and ud ; until
Apollo’s deadly arrows, the sunbeams, slay her children,
the winter months, Her tears are cmblems of the
natural thaw which comes in spring, when winter's pride
has melted.

As soon as the young Goddess of the Moon had been
introduced into Olympus, all the gods expressed a wish to
marry her ; but she refused to listen to their entreaties,

ed her father's permission to remain single all her
life, and pleaded her cause so ably, that Jupiter was forced

to grant her request,
v:rguning, as soon as the Sun had finished his
course, Diana mounted her moon car, and drove her
milk-white steeds across the heavens, watched over and
loved by the countless stars, which shone their brightest
to cheer her on her way; and as she drove she often
bent down to view the sleeping earth, so shadowy and
dreamlike, and to breathe the intoxicating perfume of
the distant flowers. It always seemed to her then as if
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Nature, so beautiful during the day, borrowed additional
charms from the witching hours of the night.
“"T'was now the time when Pheebm yields to night,
And rising Cynthia sheds her silver light,
Wide o'er the world in solemn pomp she drew
Her airy chariot hung with pearly dew.”

The Story of Endymion

One evening, as she was drivir}g noiselessly along,
she suddenly checked her steeds ; for there on the hill-
side she sawa handsome young shepherd fast asleep, his
upturned face illamined by the moon’s soft light. Diana
wonderingly gazed upon his beauty, and before long felt
her heart beat with more than admiration. Gliding gently
from her chariot, she floated to his side, bent slowly, and
dropped an airy kiss upon his slightly lips.

The youth Endymion, only partial y awakened by
this demonstration, half raised his fringed lids, and for
a moment his sleep-dimmed eyes rested wonderingly
upon the beautiful vision. That one glance, although
it drove Diana away in great haste, kindled in his heart
an inextinguishable passion. He rose with a start, and
rubbed his sleepy eyes; but when he saw the moon,
which he fancied close beside him, sailing away across
the deep blue sky, he felt sure the whole occurrence had
heen but a dream, but so sweet a dream that he cast
himself down upon the sward, hoping to woo it to visit
him once more,

It did not come again that night, however; but the
next night, as he lay on the self-same spot, it rzcarred in
all its sweetness = and night after night it was repeated
when the pale moonbeams fell athwart his sleeping face.

“Then, a2 the full orb poised upon the
Thary came s lovely Son orl:n;.id, st

Who seemed to atep as from a golden car
Out of the low-hung moon,”— Lesis Merrir,
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THE STORY OF ORION

Diana, fully as enamoured as he, could not bear to
pass him by without a caress, and invaribly left her
car for & moment, as it touched the mountain peak,
to run to him and snatch a hasty kiss.

# Chaste Artemis, who guides the lunar car,
"The pale nocturnal vigils ever keeping,
Sped through the silent space from star to sar,
And, blushing, stouped to kiss Endymion sleeping.”
Beyeirn.

But, even when asleep, Endymion watched for her
coming, and enjoyed the bliss of her presence; yet a
spell seemed to prevent his giving any sign of con-
sciousness,

Time passed thus. Diana, who could not bear to
think of the youth’s beauty being marred by want, toil,
and exposure, finally caused an eternal sleep to fall upon
him, and bore him off to Mount Latmus, where she
concealed him in » cave held sacred to her, and never
profaned by human gaze. There each night the goddess
paused to gaze enraptured upon his beloved counte-
nance, and to press a soft kiss upon his unconscious
lips. Such is the tale of Diana and her lowly lover,
which has inspired poets of all ages.

* Queen of the wide air 3 thou most lovely queen
Of all the brightness that mine eyes have seen |
As thou exceedest all things in thy shrine,

So every Ld:,douthhum:lndnuﬁhiu"‘:m
¥s

The Story of Orion

Endymion was not, however, the only mortal loved
by Diana, for it is also related that her affections were
bestowed upon a young hunter by the name of Orion.
All day long this youth scoured the forest, his faithful

dog Sirius at his heels.
ne day, in the dense shade of the forest, he met a
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p of Diana’s nymphs, the seven Pleiades, daughters
of Atlas. These fair maidens needed but to be seen to
be passionately loved, and Orion’s heart burned as he
sought to approach them; but they were very coy,
and, as he drew near and addressed them, turned and
fled,

Afraid lest he should never see them again were he
now to lose sight of them, he pursued them hotly ; but
the nymphs sped on, until, their strength failing, they
called upon their patroness’s aid. Their prayer was no
sooner heard than answered, and Orion, panting and
weary, came up just in time to see seven snow-white
pigeons wing their way up into the azure sky.

There a second transformation overtook the Pleiades,
who were changed into a constellation, composed of
seven bright stars, and there they shone undimmed for
ages; but when Troy fell into the enemy's hands, all

ew pale with grief, and one, mare timid and impres-
sionable than the rest, withdrew from sight to hide her
anguish from the curious eyes of men.

# And Js there glory from the heavens departed 1—
O void unmark’d—thy sisters of the sky
Still hold their place on high,
Though fom its rank thine orb so long hath started,
Thou, that 1o more act seen of mortal eyel™

Hesins,

Orion, like a fickle youth, was soon consoled for
their disappearance, and loved Merope, daughter of
(Enopion, K_H:E of Chios, who consented to their union
on condition that his future son-in-law should win his
bride by some heroic deed. Now, as Orion was any-
thing but a patient man, the delay was very unwelcome
indeed, and he made up his mind to abduct his bride
instead of marrying her openly; but the plan was
frustrated by (Enopion’s watchfulness, and Orion was









THE STORY OF ACTZON

punished by the loss not only of his bride, but also of
his eg:e.'lght.

Blind, helpless, and alone, he now wandered from
place to place, hoping to find some one capable of re-
storing his sight. At last he reached the Cyclopes® cave,
and one of them took pity on him, and led him to the
Sun, from whose radiance he borrowed a store of light,—

® When, blinded by (Enopion,
He sought the blacksmith at his forge,
And, climbing up the mountain gorge,
Fized his blank eyes upon the sun.”
Lesg fllss.

Happy once more, he resumed his favourite sport,
and hunted from morn till eve. Diana met him in the
forest, and, sharing his tastes, soon learned to love
him ; but this affection was viewed with great dis-
pleasure by Apollo, from whose piercing glance nothing
that occurred by day could be hidden, and he resolved
to put an end to his sister’s infatuation. He there-
fore summoned her to his side. To divert her sus-
picions, he began to talk of archery, and, under the
pretext of testing her skill as a markswoman, bade her
shoot at & dark speck rising and falling far out at sea.

Diana seized her bow, feathered her arrow, and sent
‘t with such force and sccurate aim, that she touched
the point, and saw it vanish beneath the waves, hittle
suspecting that the dark head of Orion, who was refresh-
i‘r;g himself by a sea bath, was given her as a target.

hen she discovered her error, she mourned hi:%m
with many tears, vowed never to forget him, and placed
him and his faithful dog Sirius as constellations in the sky,

The Story of Actecn
When Diana had finished her nightly journey in her
moon car, she seized her bow and arrows, and, attended
4]
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by her nymphs, was wont to sally forth to hunt the
wild beasts in the forest.

One summer afternoon, after an unusually long and
exciting pursuit, Diana and her followers came to one
of the ml!l: mountain poals where they had often resorted
to enjoy a plunge. The cool waters rippled so invit-
ingly, that the goddess and her attendants hastened to
divest themselves of their short hunting garments, and
lave their heated limbs.

But unfortunately the goddess and her attendant
nymphs had not been the only hunters out that day,
Actzzon, the huntsman, had risen at dawn to stalk the
deer ; and now, weary and parched with thirst, he too
sought the well-known mountain spring,

he drew near the accustomed spot, Acteeon fancied
he heard bursts of silvery laughter: so he crept on
very cautiously, and soonm, gently parting the thick
branches of the underbrush, beheld the sporting group.

At the self-same moment Diana turned to ascertain
the cause of the rustle which had caught her practised
ear, and met the admiring gaze of the astonished young
hunter. Speechless with indignation that a mortal had
beheld her thus, she caught some water in her hollow
palm, flung it in his face, and bade him %:dl.nd declare,
if he could, that he had seen Diana disrobed,

The glittering drops had no sooner touched the
y man's face than he turned to obey her command,
and found himself transformed into a stag, with slender,
sincwy limbs, furry skin, and wide-branchin antlers.
Nothing remained of his former self except the woeful
consciousness of his transformation as he stood
there, motionless and dismayed, the distant baying of
his hounds coming to join him fell upon his ear,

An electric thrll of fear shot through every vein, as,

mindful of his new form, he bounded away through the
t -]
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forest, Alas] too late; for the pack had caught one
glimpse of his sleck sides, and were after him in full

In vain poor Actmon strained every muscle. His
limbs refused their support, and, as he sank exhausted
to the ground, the hounds sprang at his quivering throat
and tore him to death as he lay.

Diana was widely worshipped, and temples without
number were dedicated to her service ; among others
the world-renowned sanctuary of Ephesus, The ancients
also celebrated many festivals in honour of this fair
goddess of the moon, who was ever ready to extend her
protection over all deserving mortals.

# Queen und buntross, chaste and fir,
Now the 5un i laid to slecp 5
Seated in thy silver chair,
State in wonted manner keep 2
H entreats thy light,
excellently bright,

“ Earth, let no¢ thy curious shade
Dare itself to mterpose §
Cynthia's shining orb was made
Hearen to clear, when day did close;
Blas us then with wishad sight,
Goddess excellently bright.

™ Lay thy bow of pearl apare,
And thy crmtalabining quiver §
Give unto the flying bare
Space to breathe, how shore soever ¢
Thou that mak'st a day of night,
Goddess excellently bnght.”
Bies Fomien,



CHAPTER VII: VENUS

The Birth of Venus
ENUS (Dione, Aphrodite, Cytherea), the goddess
of beauty, love, laughter, and marriage, is by
some said to be the daughter of Jupiter and
Dione, dess of moisture ; others report that she
sprang from the foam of the sea.

* Look; look, why shine
Those floating bubbles with wuch light divine?
They break, and from their mist a lily form
Risea from out the wave, in beauty warm.
The wave & by the blue-veined feet scarce pres’d,
Her silky rin float about her brenat,
Veiling its fairy loveliness ; while her eye
I soft and s the bloe heaven is high.
The Beautifol i born j and sca and earth
May well revere the hour of that mysterious birth."

Shalley,

The ocean nymphs were the first to discover her,
cradled on a great brue wave; and they carried her down
into their coral caves, where they tende&li nursed her,
and taught her with the utmost care. en, her edu-
cation being completed, the sea nymphs judged it time
to introduce her to the other gndg, and, with that
purpose in view, carried her up to the surface of the sea,
—swhere Tritons, Oceanides, and Nereides all crowded
around her, loudly expressing their ardent admiration,
—and offered her pearls and choice bits of coral from
the deep, as & tribute to her charms,

Then they pillowed her softly on a great wave, and
entrusted her to the care of Zephyrus, the soft south
wind, who blew a gentle breath, and wafted her to the
Island of Cyprus,

The four beautiful Horm (the Seasons), daughters
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of Jupiter and Themis, goddess of justice, stood there
on the shore to welcome her.

“ An ethereal band
Are vitible above ¢ the Sessom four,—
Green-kirtled Spring, flush Summer, golden stare
In Automn’s sickl, Winter frosty hoar.” =
call.

And they were not alone to watch for her coming, for
the three Charities (Graces, or Gratiz) were also present.

* 4 “I'hiese three on men all gricices gift bestow,
Which dacke the body or sdorne the mynde,
To make them lavely or well-favoured show
As comely carrisge, entertainsment kynde,
Sweete semblaunt, friendly offices that bynde,
e ok o 3 e g od
o
We :hm 1:! welves dﬂnﬂmﬁ?lﬂp m
To frieads, to foes ; which skill men call Civility."
Spenter.
Daughters of Jupiter and Eurynome, these maidens,
who bore the respective names of Aglaia, Euphrosyne,
and Thalia, longed to show their love for their new
mistress. When the wave upon which she reclined came
nearer still, the “rosy-bosomed Hours, fair Venus’
train,” appeared. The wind finally brought the fair
goddess in safety to the shore 3 and, as soon as her foot
touched the white sand, all bent in hnmtﬁc to her
surpassing beauty, and reverentially watched her dry
her hair.

* Jdalian Aphrodite beautiful,

Fresh an the foam, new-bathed in Pa wells,

With rosy slender fingens backward drew

From her warm brows and bosom her deep haiz

Ambrosial, golden round her lucid throat

And shoulder ¢ from the violees ber light foot

Shone rovy-whits, and o'er her rounded form

Betwesn the shadows of the vine bunches

Floated the glowing sunlights, as she moved.”
Temnpson.



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

This hasty and somewhat primitive toilet completed,
Venus and her followers set out for Mount Olympus,
and on their way thither were joined by Himerus, god
of the desire of love; Pothos, god of the amities of
love; Suadela, god of the soft speech of love; and
Hymen, god of marriage,

A throne had been prepared for the expected goddess,
and, when she suddenly appeared to take possession of
it, the assembled gods could not restrain a rapturous
murmur of admiration. Her beauty took them by
storm, and her grace won their hearts; but, although
they one and all expressed a desire to marry her, Venus
scornfully rejected their proposals. Even the king of
gods was slighted, and, to punish her for her pride, he
decreed she should marry Vulcan, god of the forge,
the most ill-favoured of l.ﬁ the heavenly council.

This compulsory union was anything but a happy
one; for Venus never showed any affection for her
deformed consort, and, instead of being a faithful wife,

soon deserted him, and openly declared she would please
herself.

The Story of Alectryon

Her first fancy was for Mars, the handsome god of
war, who was not slow in reciprocating the fair goddess’s
affections, and many and sweet were the secret inter-
views they enjoyed. Yet, fearful lest some of the gods
passing by should discover them together, Mars always
placed his attendant Alectryon on guard, bidding him
give due warning of any one's approach, and especially
to call him before the sun rose, as the lovers were par-
ticularly anxious that Apello should not witness their
parting caresses.

All prospered according to their desires, until one
night the unfortunate Alectryon fell asleeps and so
B4
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THE STORY OF ALECTRYON

found were his slumbers, that he did not even stir
when Aurora flung open the gates of the east,and Apollo
flashed forth to receive the melodious greetings of the
feathered dcnizcnsdrnf the Fu:icsl:.

The sun ave rapidly on, glancing right and
left, and tukiﬁgdnutc of nfl, hz SAW, ghNntlﬁng gmped
his bright and piercing eye, as it flashed its beams hither
and thither, and he was soon aware of the sleeping
watchman and of the guilty lovers. As fast as lus
fleet-footed steeds could carry him, Apollo hastened to
Vulean, to whom he vividly described the sight which
had ted his eyes.

The irate husband lost no time, but, seizing a net
of linked steel, went in search of his runaway wife.
Stealthily he approached the lovers’ bower, an deftly
flung the net over both sleepers, who were caught in
its fine meshes, and could not escape; and there he
kept them imprisoned, in spite of their entreaties, until
all the gods had seen their humiliating plight, and
turned them into ridicule. But when he at last set
them free, Mars darted away, vowing vengeance upon
the negligent sentinel, who was still %)Iimfully sleeping.
Pouncing upon him, Mars awakened him roughly,
administered a sharp reproof, changed him into a cock,
banished him into the barnyard, and condemned him to
give daily warning of the sun’s approach,

# And, from out 3 neigbouring farmyard,
Lopd the cock Alectryon mw:.:{"
Lamgfeller.

Several beautiful children were born to Mars and
Venus, Hermione, or Harmonia, their daughter,
married Cadmus, King of Thebes; and Cupid (Cupido,
Eros, Amar), their little son, was appointed of love.
Although nursed with tender solicitude, this ﬂcnfl'll‘.'i"

5
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born child did not grow as other children do, but
remained 2 small, rosy, chubby child, with gauzy win
and roguish, dimpled face. Alarmed for his healt
Venus consulted Themis, who oracularly replied, * Love
cannot grow without Passion.”

In vain the goddess strove to catch the concealed
meaning of this answer. It was only revealed to her
when Anteros, god of passion, was born. When with
his brother, Cupid grew and flourished, until he became
a handsome, slender youth; but when separated from
him, he invariably resumed his childish form and mis-
chievous habits,

The Story of Adoais

Venus, however, did not lavish all her love upon
Mars, for she is said to have felt a tender passion for a
young man named Adonis, a bold young hunter, whose
rash pursuit of dangerous game caused Venus many
anxious alarms. In vain she besought him to fore
the pleasures of the chase and remain with her. l“gI‘:
laughingly escaped, and continued to join the other
hunters in his favourite sport, But, alas, one day, after
an exciting pursuit, he boldly attacked a wild boar,
which, goaded to madness, turned upon him, buried
his strong tusk in the youth’s unprotected side, and
trampled him to death.

“ The white tusk of s bear has ranspierced his white thigh,

#The youth lieth desd while his dogs how! around,
And the nymphs weep alond from the mists of the hill.™
Bion (Mr1, Browsning's tr)).
Venus ran straight to the scene of his tragic death,
rushing through underbrush and briars, tearing her
delicate skin, and her blood tingeing all the white

roses along her way with a faint pink.  When she
86
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THE STORY OF ADONIS

arrived, she found her beloved Adonis cold in death,
and her passionate caresses met with no response.
Then she burst into such a passion of tears, that the
wood and water nymphs, the gods, men, and all nature
in fact, joined with her to mourn the beloved youth.

» Her loss the Loves deplore :
Woe, Venus, woe ! Adonis is no mare™
Biss (Eleas’s 1),

Very reluctantly Mercury at last sppeared to lead
the soul of the departed down into the Infernal
Regions, where it was welcomed by Proserpina, queen
of the realm, and led to the place where pure and
virtuous mortals enjoyed an eternity of bliss. Venus,
still inconsolable, countless tears, which, as they
dropped upon the ground, were changed to anemones,
while the red drops which had fallen from Adonis’
side were transformed into red roses.

i Ay many drops 34 from Adenis bled,
So many tears the sotrowing Venos shed 2
For every drop on earth a Hower there 1
Anemones for tears ¢ for blood the rose”
Bien (Elten'’s 2r.).

As time did not soften Venus' grief, but, on the
contrary, made it more and more unendurable, she went
to Olympus, where she fell at Jupiter’s feet, imploring
him to release Adonis from death’s embrace, or allow
her to share his lot in Hades.

To allow Beauty todesert the earth was not possible,
nor could he resist her pleading : so he finally decreed
that Adonis should be restored to her longing arms.
But Pluto, whose subject he had now become, refused
to yield up Adonis ; and after much dispute a com-
promise was agreed upon, by virtue of which Adonis
was allowed to spend one-half of the year on earth
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Emidin he spent the remaining six months in the
lysian Fields.

In early spring, therefore, Adonis left the Lower
World, and came with bounding tread to join his
beloved. On his path the flowers bloomed and the
birds sang, to show their Joy at his coming, An
emblem of vegetation, which rises from the ground
in carly spring to deck the earth with beautiful foliage
and flowers, and cause the birds to sing for gladness,
Adonis reluctantly returned to Hades, when Winter,
the cruel boar, slew him again with his white tusk, and
made nature again droop, and mourn his departure,

* But even in desth, %o strong is Love,
I could not wholly dic ; and year by year,

When the bright springtime comes, and the esrth k
Love opem lhmcﬁ:ufpm. and calls me forth 1%
Acrom the gulf™

Leewis Morris,

Venus and Anchises

The Goddess of Beauty also loved Anchises, Prince
of Troy, but, ashamed of lavishing favours upon a
mere mortal, extorted from him s promise that he
would never reveal their secret marriage. Unfortu-
nately, however, Anchises was ofa bou:ieq::] disposition,
and ere long yielded to temptation and revealed the
secret, incurring her wrath to such an extent, that some
mythologists accuse her of borrowing one of Jupiter's
thunderbolts and slaying him. Others, however, report
that Anchises lived to aripe old age, and escaped f]::?m
burning Troy on his son Eneas’ back. Venus' love
was, however, all transferred to her son ZEneas, whom
she signally protected throughout his checkered career.

Venus' most ardent admirers and faithful worshippers
were the young people, for she delighted in their
youthful sentiments, and was ever ready to lend 5
g8



HERO AND LEANDER

helping hand to all true lovers when apparently insur-
mountable obstacles appeared in their path.

Hero and Leander

This was the case with a lovely maiden by the name
of Hero, who was dedicated by her parents to Venus'
service, and, as soon as old enough, spent all her time
in the temple, ministering to the goddess, or in a
lonely tower by the sea, where she dwelt alone with her

aged nurse.
* Honey-aweet Hero, of & princely race,
Was pricstess to Queen Venus in that place ;
And at her father’s cower, by the 123 set—
Herself s Queen of Lore, though maidea yet—

Diwelt.”
Edwin Arasld.

The maiden's beauty increased with her years, until
the fame of her loveliness spread throughout her
native city Sestus, and even passed over the Hellespont
and reached Abydus, where Leander, the bravest and
handsomest youth of the town, was fired with a desire
to view the charming young priestess.

Just at the time a solemn festival in honour of
Venus was to be celebrated at Sestus, to which all the
youths and maidens were cordially invited. Under
pretext of paying homage to the goddess, Leander
entered her temple, and saw the young priestess, whose
charms far surpassed all descriptions.

Venus, as has already been stated, was always deeply
interested in young lovers; and when she saw these
two, 50 well matched in beauty and grace, she bade
Cupid picrce them with his love darts, which behest
the mischief-loving god immediately obeyed.

An undying passion was thus simultancously kindled
in both young hearts; and, thanks to Venus' mia:—

9
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ance, Leander managed to exchange a few words with
Hero, declared his love, implored her to view his suit
kindly, and, above all, to grant him an interview, or
he would surely die.
“God Eros, setting notch to string,

Wouanded two bosoms with one shaft-shooting,

A maiden's and a youth's—Leander he,

And lovely Hero, o1’ sweetest, she ;

She of her town, and he of his, the bosst 5

A noble pair 1" W
L "

The maiden listened to his pleading with mingled
joy and terror, for she knew her parents would never
consent to their union Then, afraid lest one should
notice that she was talking to a stranger, she bade him
depart; but he refused to go until he had learned
where she lived, and posed to swim across the
Hellespont when the aE:odca of night had fallen, and
none could see his goal, and pay her a visit in her lonely
tower,

**Sweet! for thy love," he cried, * the sea I'd dleare,
Though foam were fire, and waves with ame did heave,
1 fzar not billow if they bear to thee;

Nor tremble st the husing of the 2.
Edwie Areld,

At last his prayers overcame the maiden’s scruples,
and she arranged to receive him in her sea-girt tower,

mising at a given hour to light a torch and hold
it aloft to guide him safely across the sea, Then only
he de :

Night came on ; darkness stole over the earth ; and

er impatiently paced P:h; sandy shore, and watched
for the ised signal, which no sooner than
he uulmung:dg into the dark mv:fp::ﬁmned
them with lusty strokes, as he hastened across the deep
to join his beloved. At times the huge billows towered
9o
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HERO AND LEANDER

above his head ; but when he had escaped their threaten-
ing depths, and rose up on their foamy crests, he could
catch & glimpse of the torch burning brightly, and pic-
tured to himself the shy, sweet blushes which would dye
Hero's check as he clasped her to his passionate heart.
* Leander had no fear—he cleft the wave—
What is the peril fond hearts will not brave I
Laxden.

Venus, from the top of * many-peaked Olympus,”
smilingly viewed the success of her scheme, and nerved
Leander's arm to cleave the rapid current. At last he
reached the tower steps, and was lovingly greeted by
Hero, whose heart had throbbed with anxicty at the
thought of the perils her lover was braving for the sake
of seeing her once more,

It was only when the dawn began to whiten the east
that the lovers finished their interview and parted, he
to retarn to Abydus, and she to prepare for the daily
duties which would soon claim her attention But
separation by day was all these fond lovers could endure,
and night after night, assoon as the first stars appeared,
Hero lighted her torch, and Leander ha:hmcti to her,
to linger by her side till dawn.

“ Thus paw'd the summer shadows in delight s
Leander came a3 surely m the night,
And whea the moming woke upun the ses,
It mw him not, for back at home was he
Leigh Hunt.

No one suspected their meetings; and all went well
until the first fierce storms of winter swept down over
the Hellespont. Hero, in the grey dawn of a winter's
morning, besought her lover not to leave her to battle
ageinst the waves, which beat so viclently against the
stone tower ; but he gently laughed at her fears, and
departed, promising to return at night as usual,

g1
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The storm, which had raged so fiercely already in the
early morning, increased in violence as the day wore on,
until the waves were lashed into foam, while the wind
howled more and more ominously as the darkness came
on again ; but none of these signs could deter Leander
from visiting Hero,

""There came one night, the wildest of the year,
When the wind smote like edge ui'hiumg;pur.

And the pale breakers thundered on the beach,”
Edevin Areald,

All day long Hero had hoped that her lover would
renounce his nightly journey; but still, when evening
came, she lighted her torch to serve as beacon, should
he risk all to keep his word, The wind blew so fiercely
that the torch wavered and flickered, and nearly went
out, although Hero protected its feeble fame by stand-
ing over it with outstretched robes.

At sight of the wonted signal, Leander, who had
already once been beaten back by the waves, made a
second attempt to crass the strait, calling upon the gods
to lend him their aid. But this time his prayers were
unheard, drowned in the fury of the storm; yet he
struggled on a while longer, with Hero's name on
his lips,

Atml:tst, exhausted and ready to sink, he lifted his
eyes once more ;obﬁcw the |cjhn||'.'ringF liglﬁi. Itkwn.s
gone, extinguishe a passi of wind, Like a
stone er sank, {:n:e, tw:i,gigric:, and the billows
closed for ever over his head.

Hero in the meanwhile had relighted her torch, and,
quite unconscious of the tragedy which had tzken place,
stood on the tower, straining her eyes to pierce the
darkness. All night long she waited and watched for
the lover who did not come; and, when the first sun.
beams shone over the tossing sea, she cast an anxious
g1



HERO AND LEANDER

glance over the waters to Abydus. No one was in
sight as far as she could see. She was about to descend
to pursue her daily tasks, when, glancing at the foot of
the tower, she saw her lover’s corpse heaying up and
down on the waves,

# Ay shaken on his restles pillow,
His head heaves with the heaving billow 3
“That hand, whose motion ix not life,
Yet feebly scems to menace strife,
Flung by the toming tide on high,
en levell'd with the wave”
Byren,

Hero's heart broke at this sad sight, and shﬂ:ﬁcd
to die, too, that she might not be parted from er.
To hasten their meeting, she threw herself into the
sea, and perished in the waves, close by his side. Thus
lived and died the faithful lovers, whose attachment has
passed into a proverb.

# Come hither all sweet maidens soberly,

Down looking aye, and with a chasten'd light,
Hid in the fnnges of your eyelids white,

And meekly let your fair hands joinéd be,

As if 30 gentle that ye conld not see,
Untouch'd, a victim of yoar beauty bright,
Sinking away to his young spirit's night.”

Keatr.

The poet Byron attempted and achieved Leander's
t of swimming across the Hellespont, and, on his
return from that dangerous venture, wrote the follow-
ing lines, which are so familiar to English-speaking
people ;
“'The winds sre high on Helle's wave,
As on that night of scormy water
When Love, who sent, forgot to save
The young, the beautiful, the braye,
he louely hope of Sestos” daughter.
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Oh | when alone along the

Her turret-torch was hlasing

Though rising gale, and breaking foam,
And ing sea-birds warn'd him homes
And clonds aloft and tides below,

With signs sad sounds, farbade to go,

He eould not see, he would not hear,

Or sound or sign forehoding fear ;

His eye but saw rhat light of love,

The only star it hail'd above 3

His ear but rang with Hero's song,

* Ye waves, divide not lovers long |

That tale is old, but love anew

May nerve young bearts to prove as true,”™

Pyramus and Thisbe

Equally loving and unfortunate were Pyramus and
Thm%e. A]thlfl:fgh no waves divided rh:ﬂd they
had the good fortune to occupy adjoining houses in
Babylon, their parents having quarrelled, they were
forbidden to see or speak to each other. This decree
wrung their tender hearts ; and their continuous aiih.s
finally touched Venus, who prepared to give them her
aid. Thanks to this goddess’s kind offices, a crack was
discovered in the party wall, through which the lovers
could peep at cach other, converse, and even, it is said,
exchange a kiss or two.

Sundry stolen interviews through this crack made
them long for uninterrupted and unrestrained mcctinf:;
so they made an appointment to meet on a certain day
and hour; under a white mulberry tree, just without
the city gates.

Thisbe, anxious to see her lover, was the first to
reach the trysting-place, and, as she slowly paced back
and forth to while away the time of waiting, she won-
dered what had happened to delay Pyramus. Her
meditation was suddenly broken by a rustling sound in
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some neighbouring bushes ; and, thinking Pyramus
was concealed there, she wasabout to call to him that he
was discovered, when, instead of her lover, she sawa lion
emerge from the thicket and come towards her, slowly
lashing his sides with his tail, and licking his bloody
jaws. With one terrified shriek the girl ran away,
dropping her veil, which the lion caught in his bloody
mourg': and tore to shreds, before beating a retreat into
the forest.

Shortly after, Prrnmus came rushing up, out of
breath, and full of loving excuses for Thisbe, who was
not there, however, to receive them. Wondering at
her absence, us looked around, and after a short
investigation discerned the lion’s footprints and the

led veil. These signs sufficed to convince him
that Thisbe had perished, and in a fit of despair he
drew his dagger from its sheath and thrust it into his
heart.

A few minutes later, Thisbe cautiously drew near,
peering anxiously about to discover whether the lion
were still lurking there. The first glance showed her
Pyramus stretched dead beneath the mulberry tree, with
her bloody veil pressed convulsively to his lips. With
a cry of terror ie flew to his side, and tried to revive
him ; but, when assured that all her efforts were in vain,
she drew the dagger from his breast, and, plunging it
into her own bosom, fell beside him lifeless,

™ In het botom plunged the sward,
All warm and recking from ity slsughtered lord."™
Owid (Exeden's i),

Since that ominous day the fruit of the mulberry
tree, which had been white, assumed a blood-like hue,
dyed by the blood which Aowed from the death wounds
of Pyramus and Thisbe.
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Echo and Narcissus

The lovely and talkative nymph Echo lived free
from care and whole of heart untir she met Narcissus,
hunting in the forest, This frivolous girl no sooner
beheld the youth, than she fell deeply in love with
him, and was proportionately grieved when she saw
that he did not return her affection.

All her blandishments were unavailing, and in her
despair at his hard-heartedness, she implored Venus to
punish him by making him suffer the pangs of wnre-
quited love ; then, melancholy and longing to die, she
wandered off into the mountains, far from the haunts
of her former companions, and there, brooding con-
tinually over her sorrow, pined away until there remained
naught of her but her melodious voice.

The gods, displeased at her lack of proper pride,
condemned her to haunt rocks and solitary s, and,
as a warning to other impulsive maidens, to repeat the
last sounds which fell upon her ear,

& But her voice i still living immertal,—
The same yoo have frequently heard
In your rambles in valleys and forests,
Repesting your nltimate word."” AL,

Venus alone had not forgotten poor Echo's last pas-
sionate prayer, and was biding her time to punish the
disdainful Narcissus. One day, after a prolonged chase,
he hurried to 2 lonely poal to slake his thirst,

# In some delicious ramble, he had found
A Tirtle space, with boughs all woven round ;
And in the midu of all, & clearer pool
Than ¢'er reflected in its pleasant cool
The blue sky here, andthere, serencly peeping
Through tendril wreaths fantastically creeping.”™
Keans,
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ECHO AND NARCISSUS

Quickly he knelt upon the grass, and bent over the
pellucid waters to take a draught; but he suddenly
paused, surprised. Down near the pebbly bottom he
saw a face so passing fair, that he immediately lost his
heart, for he thought it belonged to some water nymph
gazing up at him through the transparent flood.

With sudden passion he caught at the beautiful
apparition; but, the moment his arms touched the
water, the nymph vanished. Astonished and dismayed,
he slowly withdrew to a short distance, and breathlessly
awaited the nymph's return.

The agitated waters soon resumed their mirror-like
smoothness ; and Narcissus, approaching noiselessly on
tiptoe, and cautiously peeping into the LEOOL became
aware first of curly, tumbled locks, and then a pair of
beautiful, watchful, anxious eyes. It seemed to him
that the nymph was about to emerge from her hiding
place to reconnoitre.

More prudent this time, the youth gradually bent
further over the pool; and, reassured by his kindly
glances, the nymph's whole head appeared. In gentle
tones the youth now addressed her; and her ruby lips
parted and moved as if she were answering, though not
a sound came to his ear. In his excitement he began
to gesticulate, whereupon two snowy arms repeated his
every gesture; but when, encouraged by her loving
glances and actions, he tried once more to clasp her in
his arms, she vanished as rapidly as the first time.

Time and again the same pantomime was enacted,
and time and again the nymph eluded his touch; but
the enamoured youth could not tear himself away from
the spot haunted by this sweet image, whose sensitive
face reflected his every emotion, and who grew as pale
and wan as he,—evidently, like him, a victim o love
and despair. .
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Even the shades of night could not drive Narcissus
away from his post, and, when the pale moonbeams
illumined his retreat, he bent over the pool to ascertain
whether she too were anxious and sleepless, and saw her
gazing longingly up at him.

There Narcissus lingered day and night, without eat-
ing or drinking, until he died, little suspecting that the
fancied nymph was but his own image reflected in the
clear waters. Echo was avenged; but the gods of
Olympus gazed compassionately down upon the beau-
tiful corpse, and changed it into a flower bearing the
youth's name, which ever since flourished beside
quiet pools, wherein its pale image is clearly reflected.

4 A lonely flower he spied,
A meek and forlorn ower, with nauaght of pride,
Drooping it beauty o'er the watery cleamness,
T'o woo it own tad image into nearnes ;

Deaf to light Zephyrus it would not move ;
But still woald seem to droop, to pine, to love.”

Pygmalion and Galatea
Pygmalion, King of Cyprus, was a very celebrated
sculptor. All his leisure moments were spent in the
faithful portrayal of the gods and goddesses, but one
day he determined to fashion the image of 2 lovely
woman. The statue became so besutiful under his
ractised hand that even before it was entirely finished
its author loved it. 'When completed, Pygmalion gave
it the name of Galates, and, deeming it too beautiful ta
remain inanimate, he besought Venus to give it life,
stating that he wished a wife just like it.
Qg ﬂ.Ehmdlte, kind and fair,
That what thou wilt canst give,
Oh, listen to 2 sculptor's prayer,
And bid mine image live |
Andriwr Lang.
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As Pygmalion had always been an obdurate bachelor,
and had frequently declared he would never marry,
Venus was delighted to see him at last a victim of the
tender passion, and resolved to grant his request. A
suitable :Epartunitr soon arrived. One day asFygmalion
clasped the exquisite image to his breast some of his
own warmth was infused into the icy bosom, and as he

ressed kiss after kiss upon the chiselled lips the
Et last soft and warm tEU;n touch, and lpfs'llint j;ngl?ut
flushed the pale cheeks, while a breath dilated her lungs,
and sent her blood coursing through her veins,—
® As ance with prayers in Emnﬂ fowing,
Pygmalion embraced the stone,

Till, from the frozen marble glowing,
The lighe of feeling o'er him shone™

Sckiller.
Pygmalion's delight at seeing his fair i a living
and breathing micﬁ:n was unbounded, and ashort

but passionate wooing the object of his affections became
his happy wife.

Cupid and Psyche
In those same remote ages of “sweet mythology ™
there lived a king whose three daughters were world-
renowned on account of their matchless beauty. Psyche,
the youngest of the sisters, was so lovely that her
father’s subjects declared her worthy to be called the
Goddess of Beauty, and offered to pay homage to her
instead of to Venus. Offended by this proposal, which
Psyche had good sense enough to refuse, Venus resolved
to demonstrate forcibly to that benighted race that the
maiden was mortal. She therefore her son Cupid
slay her.
Armed with his bow and arrows, and provided with
a deadly poison, Cupid set out to do her bidding, and
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at nightfall reached the palace, crept noiselessly past
the sleeping guards, along the deserted halls, and came
to Psyche’s apartment, into which he glided unseen.
Stealthily he approached the couch upon which the fair
maiden was sleeping, and bent over her to administer
the poisoned dose.

A moonbeam falling athwart her face revealed her
unequalled loveliness, and made Cupid start back in
surprise ; but, as he did so, one of his own love srrows
came into contact with his rosy flesh, and inflicted a
wound, from which he was to suffer for many a weary
day.

All unconscious of the gravity of his hurt, he hung
enraptured over the sleeping maiden, and let her fair
image sink into his heart; then, noiselessly as he had
entered, he stole out again, vowing he would never
harm such innocence and besuty.

Morning dawned. Venus, who had expected to see
the sun illumine her rival's corpse, saw her sporting as
usual in the palace gardens, and realised that her first
plan had completely failed. She therefore began to
devise various torments of a petty kind, and uted
the poor girl so remorselessly, that she fled from home
with the firm intention of putting an end to the life she
could no longer enjoy in peace.

To achieve this purpose, Psyche painfully toiled up
a rugged mountain, and, c:r::pﬂ:lg to the very edge of
a great precipice, cast herself down, expecting to be
dashed to pieces on the jagged rocks below ; but Cupid
who had indignantly though helplessly seen all his
mother’s persecutions, had followed Psyche unseen,
and, when he perceived her intention to commit suicide,
he called to Zephyrus (the South Wind), and entreated
him to catch the maiden in his strong yet gentle arms,

and bear her off to a distant isle,
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CUPID AND PSYCHE

Consequently, instead of a swift, sharp fall and pain-
ful death, Psyche felt herself gently wafted over hill
and dale, across sparkling waters; and, long before she
wearied of this new mode of travel, she was gently
laid on a flowery bank, in the midst of an exquisite

en.

Bewildered, she slowly rose to her feet, rubbed her
pretty eyes to make sure she was not dreaming, and
wonderingly strolled about the beautiful grounds. Ere
long she came to an enchanted palace, whose portals
opened wide to receive her, while gentle voices bade
her enter, and invisible hands drew her over the thres-
hold and waited upon her.

When night came, and darkness again covered the
earth, Cupid appeared in search of his beloved Psyche.
In the perfumed dusk he confessed his love, and
tenderly ﬁggcd tor some return.

Now, although the fading light would not permit
her to discern the form or features of her unknown
lover, Psyche listened to his soft tones with uncon-
cealed pleasure, and soon consented to their union.
Cupid then entreated her to make no attempt to dis-
cover his name, or to catch a glimpse of his face, warn-
ing her that if she did so he would be forced to leave
her, never to return.

# ¢ Dear, 1 am with thee only while T keep
My vitsge hidden ; and if thoo once thouldst see
My face, I must foruake thee @ the high gods
Link Love with Faith, and he withdrawa himselfl
From the full gize of Knowledge,'™
Lewls Merris.

Psyche solemnly promised to respect her mysterious
lover's wishes, and gave herself up entirely to the enjoy-
ment of his company. All night long they talked ; and

when the first faint streak of light appeared above the
1ol
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horizon, Cupid bade Psyche farewell, promising to re-
turn with the welcome shades of night. All day long
Psyche thought of him, longed for him, and, as soon
as the sun had set, sped to the bower where the birds
were sleepily trilling forth their evening song, and
breathlessly waited until he came to join her.

# Now on broad pinions from the reslms above
Dtumm&pid secky the Cyprian grove ;
To his wide arms enamour'd Psyche springs,
And clasps her lover with surelian wings.
A purple sah across his shoulder bends,
And fd with gold the quiver'd shafts smapeads.”
Darweis,

Although the hours of day secemed interminable,
lzcnt as they were in complete solitude, Psyche found
the hours of night all too short in the sweet society of
Love. Her every wish was gratified almost as soon as
expressed ; and at last, encouraged by her lover's evident
anxiety to please her, she gave utterance to her longing
to see and converse with her sisters once more. The
ardent lover could not refuse to grant this request, yet
Psyche noticed that his consent scemed somewhat
hesitating and reluctant.

The next morning, while enjoying s solitary stroll,
Psyche suddenly encountered her two sisters. After
rapturous embraces and an incoherent volley of ques-
tions and answers, they settled down to enjoy a long
talk. Psyche related her desperate attempt at suicide,
her miraculous preservation from certain death, her
acrial journey, her entrance into the enchanted palace,
her love for her mysterious nightly visitor,—all, in short,
that had happened since she had left her father’s home.

Now, the elder sisters had always been jealous of
Psyche's superior beauty; and when they saw her
luxurious surroundings, and heard her raptures about
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her lover, they were envious, and resolved to mar the
hagpinm which they could not enjoy. They therefore
did all in their power to convince poor Psyche that her
lover must be some monster, 50 hideous that he dare not
brave the broad light of day, lest he should make her
loathe him, and further added that, if she were not
very careful, he would probably end by devouring her,

They thu:nx:f:-un advised poor troubled Psyche to con-
ceal 2 lamp and daggerin her lover's apartment, and to

upon him in secret, when his eyes were closed in
sleep. If the light of the lamp revealed, as they feltsure
it would, the hideous countenance and distorted form
of a monster, they bade her use the dagger to kill him.
Then, satisfied with their work, the sisters departed,
leaving Psyche alone to carry out their evil suggestions.

When safe at home once more, the sisters constantly
brooded over the tale Psyche had poured into their
ears, and, hoping to secure as luxurious a home and as
fascinating & lover, they each hurried off in secret to
the mountain gorge, cast themselves over the precipice,
and—perished.

And now night was come, bringing Cupid, usually so
welcome, and Psyche, tortured with doubt, could with
difficulty conceal her agitation. After repeated efforts
¢o charm her from her silent mood, Cupid fell asleep
and, s soon as his regular breathing proclaimed him
lost in slumber, Psyche noiselessly lighted her lamp,
seized her d . and, approaching the couch with

reat caution, bent over her sleeping lover. The lamp,
which she held high above her head, cast its light full
upon the face and form of a handsome youth.

Psyche's heart beat loudly with joy and pride as she
beheld, instead of the monster, tﬂiu Ernctfu] youth ;
and as she hung over him, enraptured, she forgot all

caution. An inadvertent motion tipped her lamp, and
10}
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one drop of burning oil, ranning over the narrow brim_
fell upon Cupid's nsked shoulder.

“Now trembling, now distracted; bold,
And now irresolute she scema;
The bloe limp glimmen in her hold,
And in her hand the dagger pleama,
Prepared to strike, the verges near,
Then, the blee light glimmering from above,
The hideous sight expects with fear—
And gazes on the of Love."
Apslloming,

The sudden pain made him open his eyes with a
start. The lighted lamp, the glittering dagger, the
trembling Psyche, told the whole story. Cupid sprang
from the couch, seized his bow and arrows, and, with a
last sorrowful, reproachful glance at Psyche, flew away
through the open window, exclaiming,—

¥ ¢ Farewell | There in no Love except with Faith,
And thine 1t dead | Farewell | I come no more 1"™
Leeis Morrs,

When he had vanished into the dusky air withour,
the balmy night winds ceased to blow ; and suddenly
a tempest began to rage with such fury, that poor
frightened Psyche dared not remain alone in the
palace, but hastened out into the gardens, where she
soon lost consciousness of her misery in a deep swoon.
When she opened her eyes once more, the storm had
ceased, the sun was high in the heavens, and palace
and gardens had vanished.

Poor Psyche lingered there the fullmﬁng and many
succeeding nights, vainly hoping for Cupid's return,
and shed v:lig many bitter tears u% repentance.  Finally
she resol once more to commit suicide, and, with
that purpose in view, Elunged into a neighbouring
river; but the god of the stream caught and carried
104
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CUPID AND PSYCHE

her ashare, where his daughters. the water nymphs,
restored her to life. Thus forced to live, g:}*nhe
wandered sbout disconsolate, seeki Cupid, and
questioning all she met, the nymphs, Pan, and Ceres,
who compassionately listened to her confession of love
for her husband.

Ceres had often seen Cupid, and had heard that very
morning that he was having a wound in his shoulder
dressed by Venus: so she advised Psyche to go to the
Goddess of Beauty, to enter her service, and to perform
every task with cheerful alacrity, knowing that such =
course would ultimately bring sbout a meeting and
reconciliation between the lovers.

Psyche gratefully accepted and followed Ceres’ ad-
vice, and h:ﬁn%.-.u:neuded in her endeavour to enter
the service of Venus, she laboured early and late to
satisfy her exacting mistress, who appointed such diffi-
cult tasks, that the poor girl would never have been
able to accomplish them had she not been aided by
all the beasts and insects, who loved her dearly.

Venus repeatedly tested her fidelity and endurance,
and finally resolved, as a crucial experiment, to send her
to Hades to fetch a box of ointment which had won-
derful power to render beautiful whomsoever might be
anointed with it, for which Proserpina alone had the
recipe. Directed by Zephyrus, her old friend, Psyche
encountered the terrors of Hades in safety, delivered
her message, and in return received a small box, The
gates of Hades were closed behind her, and she had
nearly finished her last task, when she suddenly fancied
that it would be wise to appropriate a little of the magic
preparation to efface the traces of sleepless nights and

many tears. _
T{m box, however, contained naught but the spint
of Sleep, who, pouncing upon Psyche, Iaid her low by
10§
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the roadside. Cupid, passing by, saw her there,
marked the ravages of grief, remembered his love and
her suffering, and, mst%mg with the spirit, forced him
to re-enter the narrow bounds of his prison, and woke
Psyche with a loving kiss.

“* Dear, uncloss thine eyes.

Thou mayst look on me now, I go no mors,
Emmﬂnmfwwﬂ"
Lieseis Marris,

Then, hand in hand, they winged their flight to
Olympus, entered the council hall, and there Cupid
presented Psyche, his chosen bride, to the assembled
deities, who all promised to be present at the nuptial
ceremony.  Venus even, forgetting all her former envy,
welcomed the blushing bride, who was happy ever
after.

The ancients, for whom Cupid was an emblem of
the heart, considered Psyche the personification of the
soul, and re nted her with butterfly wings; that
little insect being another symbol of the soul, which
cannot die.

“ O latest born and lovelient vision far
Of all Glympus® faded hierarchy !
Fairer than Phorbe’s uprhim-upal'd star,
Or Vesper, amorom glow-worm of the sky ;
Fairer than thes, though temple thou hast none,
Nor altar heap'd with flowen ;
Nor virgin-choir to make delicions moan
Upon the midnight hours;
No voice, no lute, no pipe, no incense swees
From chain-swung censer teeming ;
Hu-hdu.mgm;um!e,nngm
Of pale-mouth'd prophet dresming.

“0 brightest! though too lat= for antigue vows,
Too, too late for the fond believing lyre,
When holy were the haunted forest boughs,
oL Holy the air, the water, and the fire ;
I
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Yet even in thewe dayy 20 far retir'd
Fram happy pictics, tl:z locent fam,
Fluttering among the faint Olympians,
I see, und sing, by my own eyes inspired,
S0 let me be thy choir, and make a moan
Upon the midnight honrs
Thy voice, thy lutz, thy pipe, thy incense sweet
From swingsd censer teeming ;
Thy shrine, thy grove, thy oracle, thy heat
Of pale-mouth'd prophet dreaming.”™
Keetr,

One of the latest myths concerning Venus is that of
Berenice, who, fearing for her beloved husband’s life,
implored the goddess to protect him in battle, vowing
to sacrifice her luxuriant hair if he returned home in
safety, The prayer was granted, and Berenice's beau-
tiful locks laid upon Venus' shrine, whence they, how-
ever, very mysteriously disappeared. An astrologer,
consulted concerning the supposed theft, solemnly
pointed to a comet rapidly coming into view, and
declared that the gods had placed Berenice's hair
among the stars, there to shine for ever in memory of
her wifely sacrifice.

Venus, goddess of beauty, is represented either
entirely nude, or with some scanty drapery called a
* cestus.” Seated in her chariot, formed of a single

| shell, and drawn by snow-white doves, her
F::;uritc birds, she journeyed from shrine to shrine,
complacently admiring the lavish decorations of jewels
and flowers her worshippers provided. The offerings
of young lovers were ever those which found most
favour in her sight.
# Venus loves the whi
hOAf ]:-ill:igkiuﬁ rnull:rf:i maid,
¥ mu
Bcfnth'lr:chmns I;uﬂt.‘
Mecexlon



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

Numerous ancient and some modern statues of
this goddess grace the various art galleries, but among
them all the most perfect is the world-renowned Venus
de Milo.

Venus’ festivals were always scenes of graceful
amusements ; and her votaries wore wreaths of fresh,
fragrant flowers, the emblem of all natural beauty,
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CHAPTER VI ; MERCURY

The Childhood of Mercury

S already repeatedly stated in the course of this
work, Jupiter was never a strictly faithful spouse,
and, in spite of his wife's remonstrances, could

not refrain from indulging his caprice for every pretty
face he met along hisway. It is thus, therefore, that he
yielded to the charms of Maia, goddess of the plains, and
spent some blissful hours in her society. This divine
couple’s happiness culminated when they first beheld
their little son, Mercury (Hermes, Psychopompus, Onei-
copompus), who was born in a grotto on Mount Cyllene,
in Arcadia,—
4 Mercury whom Mais bore,
Sweet Maia, on Cylleae’s hoary top.”
Firgil FGW 1 r.)

This infant god was quite unlike mortal children, as
will readily be perceived by the numerous pranks he
played immediately after his birth. First he sprang
from his mother's knee, grasped a tortoise shell lying
on the ground, bored holes in its sides, stretched strings
across its concavity, and, sweeping his hands over them,
produced strains of sweetest music, thus inventing the
first lyre.

* There weat
Up from beeeath his hand a2 tomule sweet
Of mighty sounds, and from his lips he seat
A strain of unpremeditated wit,
Joyous 2nd wild and wanton—such you may
Hear among revellen on & holiday,"
Shelley,

Being very hungry towards evening, young Mercury
escaped from his sleeping mother, and sallied out in
search of food. He had not gone very far, before he
came to & wide meadow, where Apollo’s herds were at

1c§



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

pasture. The oxen were fat and sleek ; and the mie-
chievous little god, after satisfying himself that they
were young, and therefore promised to be tender and
juicy, drove fifty of them off to a secluded spot, taking

care to envelop their feet in leafy branches, so that
they would leave no traces. Then, his hiding-place being
reached in safety, Mercury coolly killed two of the oxen,
which he proceeded to eat.

Apollo soon missed his cattle, and began to search for
some clue to their hiding-place or to the thief. He could,
however, discover nothing but some broken twigs and
scattered leaves. Suddenly he remembered that the babe
whose birth had been announced early that morning in
high Olympus had been appointed god of thieves. He
therefore lost no time in useless search and conjecture,
but strode off to Mount Cyllene, where he found Mer-
cury peacefully sleeping in his cradle. With a rude
shake, the sun god roused him from his slumbers, and
bade him restore the stolen cattle. Mercury pretended
innocence, until Apollo, exasperated, dragged him off to
Olympus, where he was convicted of the theft, and con-
demned to restore the stolen property. Mercury yielded
to the decree, produced the remaining oxen, and, in ex-
change for the two missing, gave Apollo the lyre he had
just fashioned.

This, like most other myths, admits of a natural ex-
planation. Apollo(the Sun)was supposed by the ancients
to possess great herds of cattle and sheep,—the clouds;
and Mercury, the personification of the wind, born in
the night, after a few hours’ existence waxes sufficiently
strong to drive away the clouds and conceal them, leaving
no trace of his passage except a few broken branches
and scattered leaves.

The gift of the lyre pleased Apollo so well, that he

in return wished to make a present to Mercury, and gave
1o



Flying Mercury
Caitwarnl dil Bologna







THE STORY OF IO

him & magic wand, called Caduceus, which had the
power of reconciling all conflicting elements. Mercury,
anxious to test it, thrust it between two quarrelling
snakes, who immediately wound themselves in amity
around it. This so pleased him, that he bade them
remain there for ever, and used the wand on all occasions.

# A snake-encirel'd wand ;
By clamsic authon term'd Caduceus
And highly fam'd for several wes”

Mercury was in due time appointed messenger of the
gods, who, to make him fleet of foot, presented him with
winged sandals, the Talaria, which endowed him with
marvellous r:[Eidity of motion. As thesesandalsdid not
seem quite su cient, however, the gods added the winged
cap, Petasus, to the winged shoes.

# Foot-feather'd Mercury appear’d wblime
Beyond the tall tree tops ; and in less time
Than shoots the slanted hail-storm, down he dropt
Towards the ground; but rested not, nor stopt
One moment from his home ; only the sward
He with his wand light touch'd, and hesvenward
Swifter than sight was gone.”
Keatr,

Mercury was not only the messenger of the gods, but
was also nl:ioim:d god of eloquence, commerce, rain,
wind, and the special patron of travellers, shepherds,
cheats, and thieves.

The Story of Io

Jupiter often entrusted to Mercury messages of a deli-
cate nature, and always found him an invaluable ally ;
but the faithful messenger was never so much needed or
s0 deeply appreciated as during Jupiter's courtship of lo,
the peerless daughter of the river god Inachus.
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To avoid Juno's recriminations, Jupiter had carried
on this affair with even more than his usual secrecy,
visiting his beloved only when quite certain that his wife
was asleep, and taking the further precaution of s -
ing s cloud over the spot where he generally met her, to
shield her from all chance of being seen from Olympus.

One fine afternoon, all conditions being favourable,
Jupiter hastened down to earth to see Io, and began to
stroll with her up and down the river edge. They
heeded not the noonday heat, for the cloud over their
heads screened them from the sun'’s too ardent rays.

From some cause Juno's slumbers were less protracted
than usual, and she soon arose from her couch to look
about her realm, the atmosphere, and convince herself
that all was well. Her attention was soon attracted
by an opague, immovable cloud near the earth—a
cloud which had no business there, for had she not
bidden them all lie still on the blue sea until she awoke ?
Her suspicions being aroused by the presence of this
cloud, she sought her husband in Olympus, and, not
finding him, flew down to earth, brushing the cloud
asidc in her haste.

Jupiter, thus warned of her coming, had but time
to change the maiden beside him into a heifer, ere his
wife alighted and inquired what he was doing there,
Carelessly the god pointed to the heifer, and declared
he had been whiling away the time by creating it; but
the explanation failed to satisfy Juno, who, seeing no
other living creature near, suspected that her spouse
had been engaged in a clandestine flirtation, had
screened its fair object from her wrath only by a sudden
transformation.

Dissimulating these suspicions with care, Juno begged
her husband to give her his new creation, which request

he could not refuse, but granted most reluctantly, thus
L1s
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adding further confirmation to her jealous fears, The
Queen of Heaven then departed, taking [o with her,
and placed her under the surveillance nP one of
her servants, who possessed a myriad eyes, only one half
of which he closed at a time.
#The eyes of Argus, sentinel of Heaven s
Those tho eyes that watch alternate kept,
Nor all o'er all his bady waked or slepr.™
Stagins (Blngn's br.).

She bade him watch the heifer closcly, and report
anything unusual in its actions, One day, therefore, as
he was watching his charge pasture by the river, AT'
heard her relate to her father, Inachus, the story of her
transformation, and immediately imparted his discovery
to Juno, who, advising still closer watchfulness, sent
him back to his post.

Mercury and Argus

Jupiter, in the meanwhile, was in despair; for days
had passed without his being able to exchange a word
with lo, or deliver her from%-l:r imprisonment. Finally
he called Mercury to his aid, and bade him devise some
plan to rescue her. Armed with 2 handful of poppies,
Mercury approached Argus, and offered to while away
the time by telling him tales.

As Mercury was the prince of story-tellers, this offer
was not to be despised, and Argus joyfully accepted ;
but, instead of exerting himself to be entertaining,
Mercury droned out such lengthy, uninteresting stories,
that A':%u: soon closed half his eyes in profound sleep.
Still talking in the same monotonous way, Mercury
softly shook the poppies over the giant’s head, until
one by one the remaining eyelids closed, and Argus
was wrapped in complete slumber.

Then cury seized the giant's sword, and with

H 13
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one well-directed blow severed his head from the hu
trunk. Only one half of the task was successfully
accomplished : and while Mercury was driving the
heifer away, Juno discovered his attempt, and promptly
sent an enormous gadfly to torment the poor beast,
who, goaded to madness by its cruel stings, fied wildly
from one country to another, forded streams, and finally
plunged into the sea, since called lonian. After swim-
ming across it, she took refuge in Egypt, where Jupiter
restared her to all her girlish loveliness, and where her
son Epaphus was born, to be the first king and the
founder of Memphis.

# |5 coming time that hollow of the sex
Shall bear the name lonizn, and pracnt
A monument of lo's passage throagh,
Unto sll mortals."
E. B. Browxisg,

Juno mourned the loss of her faithful Argus most
bitterly, and, gathering up his myriad eyes, scattered
them over the tail of her favourite bird, the peacock,
in order to have some memento of her faithful servant
ever near her,

% From Argos lain & painted grew,
Flustering bis feathers stain'd with varions hoe.”
Mascha,

This story also is an allegory. lo personifies the
moon, restlessly wandering from place to place § Argus,
the heavens, whose starry cyes keep ceaseless warch
over the moon's every movement; Mercury is the
rain, whose advent blots out the stars one by one, thus
killing Argus, who else was never known to close sll
his eyes at once.

To Mercury was entrusted the charge of conducting
the souls of the departed to Hades, and when occu-
pied in this way he bore the name of Psychopompus
114
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while, when addressed as conductor of Dreams, he was
Oneicopompus.
U Gently a0 o kin came Death to sever
From qi-in't flesh, and to the realm of gloom

The pallid shades with fearlens brow descended
To I-?:du, by the winged god attended.”
Boyeres.

He was one of the twelve principal gods of Olym-
pus, and was widely worshipped. Temples, altars, and
shrines were dedicated to his service throughout the
ancient world. His statues were considered sacred
boundary marks, and their removal punished by death.
Solemn annual festivals were held in Rome in Mercury's
honour in the month of May, and from him received

their name of Mercuralia.



CHAPTER IX:MARS

The Character of Mars

ARS (Ares), son of Jupiter and Juno, was the
god of war, the personification of the angry
clouded sky, and, although but little wor-

shipped in Greece, was one of the principal Roman
divinities. He is said to have first seen the light in
Thrace, a country noted for its ficrce storms and war-
loving people.

# Infant Mars, where Thracia’ mountain rose,

Press'd with his hardy limbs th' encrusted snows™
Seatins (Bltan"s or.)

Never sated with strife and bloodshed, this god

ferred the din of battle to all other music, and
E;mr] no occupation so congenial as the toils and
dangers of war. No gentle deeds of kindness were
ever expected from him ; no loving prayers were ever
addressed to him; end the ancients fele no love for
him, but, on the contrary, shuddered with terror when
his name was mentioned.

Mars was generally represented in a brilliant suit of
armour, 2 plumed helmet on his proud young head, a
poised spear in one muscular hand, and a finely wrought
shield in the other, showing him ever ready to cope
with a foe.

His attendants, or some say his children, sympathised
heartily with mu::rrlmme tastes, and delighted in
following his . They were Eris (Discord), Pho-
bos (A]n):-m}, Metus (Fear), Demios (Dread), and Pallor

errar

Bellona, or Enyo, goddess of war, also accompanied
him, drove his chariot, parried dangerous thrusts, and
watched over his general safety, Mars and Bellona
1é
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were therefore worshipped together in the self-same
temple, and their altars were the only onesever polluted
by human sacrifices.

SAnd to the & d maid of smoky war,
All hot and bleeding, will we offer them g
The mailéd Mars shall on hin altar aie,
Up to the e in blood.™

Skakespeary,
Otus and Ephialtes

As strife was his favourite clement, Mars was very
active indeed during the war between the gods and
giants, but in his martial ardour he frequently for-
got all caution. On one occasion he was obliged to
surrender to Otus and Ephialtes,—two giants, who,
though but nine years of age, were already of immense
stature, since they increased in height at the rate of
nine inches each month.

Proud of their victory over the God of War, these
giants bore him off in triumph, and bound him fast
with iron chains slipped through iron rings, Day and
night they kept watch over him ; and even when they
slept, the rattle of the chains, whenever any one of
the gods attempted to set him free, woke them up,
and frustrated all efforts to deliver him. During
fifteen weary months poor Mars lingered there in
durance vile, until Mercury, the prince of thieves,
noisclessly and deftly slipped the chains out of the
rings, and restored him to freedom.

Fr:'uvcngc for the cruel treatment inflicted by Orus
and Ephialtes, Mars prevailed upon Apollo and Diana
to use their poisoned arrows, and thus rid the world
of these two ugly and useless giants.

Of a fiery disposition, Mars was never inclined to
forgive an injury ; and when Halirrhothius, Neptune's
son, dared to carry off his daughter Alcippe, Mars
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hotly pursued the abductor, and promptly slew him.
Neptune, angry at this act of summary justice, cited the
God of War toappear before a tribunal held in the open
air, on a hill near the newly founded city of Athens.

It was then customary for such cases to be tried at
night, in utter darkness, so that the judges might not
be influenced by the personal appearance ntE cither
plaintiff or defendant; and no rhetoric of any kind
was allowed, that their minds might remain guite
unbiassed. Mars appeared before the judges, simply
stated his case, and was acquitted. Since then the hill
upon which his trial took place has been called the
Arcopagus (Ares' Hill) or Mars" Hill, and the judges
of the principal court of justice at Athens received the
name of Arcnpti‘itm

Although such & partisan of strife, Mars was not
impervious to softer emotions, and passionatelyreturned
the devotion of Venus, who bore him three beautiful
children,—Harmonia, Cupid, and Anteros. Mars also
fell in love with a beautiful young Vestal named [Ilia,
a descendant of /Eneas, who, in spite of the solemn
pledge not to listen to a lover's pleadings until her
time of service at the goddess Vesta's altar was
accomplished, yielded to Mars' impetuous wooing, and
consented to a clandestine union.

Romulus and Remus

Although secretly married, Ilia continued to dwell
in the temple until the birth of her twin sons Romulus
and Remus, Her parents, hearing she had broken her
vows, commanded that she should suffer the prescribed
punishment of being buried alive, and that the children
should be exposed to the teeth and claws of the wild
beasts of the forest. The double sentence was ruth-
Iea:ty carried out, and the young mother perished ; but,
n



ROMULUS AND REMUS

contrary to all previsions, the babes survived, and,
after having been suckled for a time by 2 she-wolf,
were found and adopted by a shepherd.

Romulus and Remus throve under this man's kind
care, and grew up strong and fearless, When they
reached manhood, they longed for a wider sphere for
their youthful activity, and, leaving the mountain
where they had grown up, journeyed out into the
world to seek their fortunes, After some time they
came to a beautiful hilly country, where they decided
to found s great city, the capital of their future realm.
Accordingly the brothers began to trace the outline
of their city limits, and, in doing so, quur:]led over
the name of the prospective town.

Blinded by anger, Romulus suddenly raised the
tool he held, and struck Remus such a savage blow
that he fell to the ground, slain by his brother in a
fit of passion. Alone now, Romulus at first vainly
tried to pursue his undertaking, but, being soon joined
by a number of adventurers as wicked and unscrupulous
as he, they combined their forces, and built the cele-
brated city of Rome.

# Then, with his nure’s woll-skin girt,
Shall Romulus the line assern,
Invite them to his oew ratied home,
And call the martial city Rome.”

Firgil (Coninglen's fr.),

As founder of this city, Romulus was its first king,
and ruled the people with such an iron hand that his
tyranny eventually became unbearable. The senators,
weary of his exactions and arbitrary measures, finally
resolved to free themselves of his presence, Taking
advantage of an eclipse, which plunged the city in
sudden darkness at noonday, and which occurred while
all were assembled on the Forum, the magistrates slew
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Romulus, cut his body into pieces, and hid them under
their wide to

When the light returned, and the terrified and awe-
struck people, somewhat reassured, looked about them
for their king, they were told he had gone, never to
return, carried off by the immortal gogs, who wished
him to share their abode and dignity. The sena-
tors further informed the credulous population that
Romulus was to be henceforth worshipped as a god
under the name of Quirinus, and gave orders for the
erection of a temple on one of the seven hills, which
since then has been known as Mount Quirinal. Yearly
festivals in Romulus’ honour were ever after held in
Rome, under the name of Quirinalia.

Well pleased with the new city of Rome and its
turbulent, lawless citizens, Mars took it under his
special protection ; and once, when a plague was raging
which threatened to destroy all the people, the Romans
rushed in a body to his temple, and clamoured for a
sign af his favour and protection.

Even while they prayed, it is said, a shield, Ancile,
fell from heaven, and a voice was distinctly heard to
declare that Rome would endure as long as this token
of the god's goodwill was preserved. El"]:m: very same
day the plague ceased its frightful ravages, and the
Romans, delighted with the result of their petitions,
placed the heavenly shield in one of their principal
temples,

hen, in constant dread lest some of their enemies
should succeed in stealing it, they caused eleven other
shields to be made, so exactly like the heaven-sent
Ancile, that none but the guardian priests, the Salii,
who kept continual watch over them, could detect the
original from the facsimiles, During the month of
March, which, owing to its blustery weather, was dedi-
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cated to Mars and bore his name, the ancilz were
carried in a procession all through the city, the Salii
chanting their rude war-songs, and executing intricate
war dances.

A Roman general, ere setting out on any warlike
expedition, always entered the sanctuary of Mars,
touched the sacred shield with the point of his lance,
shook the spear in the hand of the god's effgy, and
called aloud, ** Mars, watch over us !’

A common superstition among the Roman soldiery
was, that Mars, under the name of Gradivus, marched
in person at the head of their army, and led them on
tovictory, Mars' principal votaries were therefore the
Roman soldiers and youths, whose exercising ground
was called, in his honour, the Campus Martius, or
Field of Mars. All the laurel crowns bestowed upon
victorious gcnernls were deposited at the foot of his
statues, and 2 bull was the customary thank-offering
after a successful campaign,

4'The widier, from succenful campr retamni

With lzure] wresth'd, and rich with hmilﬁpﬂil,
Eevers the bull to Mzn,”
Prosr,



CHAPTER X:; VULCAN

The Fall of Vulcan
ULCAN, or Hephestus, son of Jupiter and
Juno, god of fire and the forge, seldom joined
the general council of the gods. His aversion
to Olympus was of old standing. He had once been
tenderly attached to his mother, had lavished upon her
every proof of his affection, and had even tried to con-
sole her when she mourned Jupiter's neglect. On one
occasion, intending to punish Juno for one of her usual
fits of jealousy, fupiter hung her out of heaven, fast
bound by a golden chain; and Vulcan, perceiving her
in this plight, tugged at the chain with all his might,
drew her up, and was about to set her free, when Jupiter
returned, and, in anger at his son's interference in his
matrimonial concerns, hurled him out of heaven.

The intervening space between heaven and earth was
so great, that Vulcan's fall lasted during one whale
day and night, ere he finally touched the summit of
Mount Mosychlus, in the Island of Lemnos.

“ From morm
To noan he fell, from noon to dewy eve,
A summer's day  and with the setting win
Dropt from the zenith like 2 falling star,
On nos th' Egean inle.”
Miltom,

Of course, to any one but a god such a terrible fall
would have proved fatal; and even Vulcan did not
escape entirely unharmed, for he injured one of his legs,
which accident left him lame and somewhat deformed
for the remainder of his life.

Now, slthough Vulean had risked so much and
suffered so greatly in taking his mother's part, she
never even made the slightest attempt to ascertain
123
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whether he had reached the earth in safety. Hurt by
her indifference and ingratitude, Vulcan vowed never
again to return to Olympus, and withdrew to the soli-
tudes of Mount /Etna, where he established a great
forge in the heart of the mountain, in partnership with
the Cyclopes, who helped him manufacture many cun-
ning and useful objects from the metals found in great
profusion in the bosom of the earth.

Among these ingenious contrivances were twogolden
handmuidens git’t:? with motion, who attended the god
wherever he went, and supported his halting footsteps.

# Two golden statues, like in form and lock
T'o living maidens, sided with frm gait
‘The monarch's seps.”
Hemee (Bryands 1),

Vulcan also devised a golden throne with countless
hidden springs, which, when unoccupied, did not present
an extraordinary appearance ; but as soon as any one
ventured to make use of it, the springs moved, and,
the chair closing around the person seated upon it,
frustrated all attempts to rise and escape from its
treacherous embrace.

Vulean despatched this throne, when completed, to
his mother, who, delighted with its beauty and delicate
workmanship, proudly seated herself upon it,and found
herself a prisoner. Invain she strove to escape, in vain
the gods all gallantly came to her assistance. Their
united strength and skill proved useless against the
cunning sﬁng&.

Finally Mercury was sent to Vulcan, primed with a
most diplomatic request to honour high Olympus with
his presence ; but all Mercury’s eloquence and persua-
sions failed to induce the god of the forge to leave his
sooty abode, and the messenger god was forced to return

alone and report the failure of his attempt. Then the
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gods deliberated anew, and decided to send Bacchus,
god of wine, hoping his powers of persuasion would
prove more effective
Armed with a flask of his choicest vintage, Bacchus
presented himself before Vulcan, and offered him a re-
freshing draught. Vulcan, predisposed to thirst, and
incited to drink by the very nature of his labour, ac-
cepted the offered cup,and allowed himself to be beguiled
into renewing his potations, until he was quite intoxi-
cated. In this condition, Bacchus led him passive to
Olympus, made him release the Queen of Heaven, and
urged him to embrace his father and crave forgiveness.
Although restored to favour, Vulcan would not remain
permanently in Olympus, but preferred to return to his
forge and continue his labours. He undertook, how-
ever, the construction of magnificent golden palaces for
each of the gods upon the Olympian heights, fashioned
their sumptuous furniture from precious metals, and
further embellished his work by a rich ornamentation of
precious stones.
% Then to their starry dome the gods depart,
The shining monaments of Volcan's art ;
Jave on his canch reclin'd his swfol head,
And Juno slumber'd on the golden bed.”
Hemer (Pape's 1r.).
Aided by theCyclopes, Vulcan manufactured Jupiter's
weapons, the dread thunderbolts, whose frightful power
none could withstand, and Cupid's love-inspiring darts.
Vulcan, in spite of his deformity, extreme ugliness,
and well-known aversion to any home but his sooty
forge, was none the less prone to fall in love with the
various goddesses. He first wooed Minerva, who, having
sworn never to marry, contemptuously dismissed his suit,
To console Vulcan for this rebuff, and at the same time
punish the Goddess of Beauty, who, according to some
s 4









THE FALL OF VULCAN
mythologists, had refused even his addresses, Jupiter
bestowed upon him the fair hand of Venus and sent her
and her mischievous train of Loves and Graces to reside
in the dark caves of Mount /Etna.

Amused by all the strange sights and sounds, the god-
dess at first seemed quite contented ; but after a time
Vulcan’s gloomy abode lost all its attractions: so she
forsook her ill-favoured husband, and went in search of
another more congenial mate.

Some time after, Vulean married one of the Graces,
who, however, seems to have also soon wearied of his
society, for she deserted him.

Vulcan's children were mostly monsters, such as
Cacus, Periphetes, Cercyon, &c., all of whom play an
important Lu.rt in heroic mythology. He is also the
reputed father of Servius Tullius, sixth king of Rome,
by a slave Ocrisia, whom he was wont to visit in the
Euis: of a bright flame, which played harmlessly ahout

er.
Vulcan was worshipped by all blacksmiths and arti-
sans, who recognised him as their special patron, and
venerated him accordingly.
uThose who lsbour
The sweaty forge, who edge the crooked scythe,

Bend stubborn steel, and harden gleaming armour,
Acknowledge Vulcan's sid.™
Prier,

Great festivals, the Vuleanalia and the Hephustia,
were celebrated in honour of this god, who is generally
represented as a short, muscular man, with one leg shorter
than the other, a workman's cap on his curly locks, a
short upper garment, and 2 smith's tools in his hand.

LFT



CHAPTER XI: NEPTUNE
The Realm of Neptune

HEN Jupiter assigned to each of his brothers

i x/ a scparate portion of the universe, he de-
creed that Neptune, or Poseidon, should

all the waters upon the face of the earth, and

sole monarch of the ocean.

# Neptune, the mighty marine god, 1 sing ;
Esrth’s mover, and the fruitles ocean's king,
That Helicon and th' Egean decps doat hold,
O thou earth-thaker ; thy command, twofold
Th:pdlhm':wnui; making thee of horses
The awful tamer, and of naval forees
The sure preserver.  Hail, O Saturn’s birth !
Whose graceful green hair circles all the carth,
Bear a benign mind ; and thy helpful hand
Lend all, submitted to thy dread command.”

Homer (Clapman's ir.),

Before this new ruler made his appearance, the Titan
Oceanus had wielded thesceptre of the sea; and regret-
fully he now resigned it to his youthful supplanter,
whom he nevertheless admired sincerely, and described
in glowing colours to his brothers.

“ Have ye beheld the Jﬂnn: God of the Sem,
My dispossessor I Have ye scen his face §
Have ye beheld his chariot, foam'd slong
By noble winged creatures he hath made ¢
I saw hiim on the calmed watens scud,
With ruch 2 glow afhﬂl:g in his eyes,
That it enfore’d me to bid ud farewell
To all my empire.”

Laomedon and Hesione

Neptune, the personification as well as the god of the
sea, was of an exceedingly encroaching disposition. Dis-
s:i;inﬁed with the portion allotted him, he once conspired
1

Keans,



LAOMEDON AND HESIONE

to dethrone Jupiter ; but, unfortunately for the success
of his undertaking, his plot was discovered before he
could put it into execution, and Jupiter, in punishment
for his temerity, exiled him to earth., There he was
condemned to build the walls of Troy for Laomedon,
king of that city, who, in return, promised a handsome
compensation.

Apollo, also banished from heaven at that time,
volunteered to aid Neptune by playing on his lyre,
and moving the stones Ey the power of sweet sounds.
The task satisfactorily ended, Laomedon, an avaricious
and dishonest king, refused the promised guerdon,
whereupon Neptune created a terrible monster, which
came upon the shore, devoured the inhabitants, devas-
tated everything within his reach, and inspired all with
great terror,

To save themselves from the awful death which
threatened them all, the Trojans consulted an oracle,
who advised the sacrifice of a beautiful virgin, and pro-
mised the monster would disappear as soon as he had
devoured the appointed victim.

A young girl was therefore chosen by lot, led down
to the seashore, and chained by the priest's own hands
to a slimy rock. As soon as her mourning friends had
forsaken her, the hideous serpent came out of his lair
in the waves, and devoured her ; then he vanished, and
nothing more was heard of him for a whole year, at the
end of which time he reappeared, and resumed his
former depredations, which were only checked by the
sacrifice of & second virgin,

Year after year, however, he returned, and year after
year & fair girl was doomed to perish, until finally the
lot fell upon Hesione, the king's only daughter. He
could not bear the thought of the terrible fate awaiting
her, and tried every means in his power to save her,
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As a last resort he sent heralds to publish farand wide
that the king would give s great reward to any man
who would dare attack and succeced in slaying the
monster.

Hercules, on his return from the scene of one of his
stupendous labours, heard the proclamation, and, with
no other weapon than the oaken club he generally
carried, slew the monster just as he was about to drag
poor Hesione down into his slimy cave. Laomedon
was, of course, overjoyed at the monster’s death, but,
true to his nature, again refused the promised reward,
and by his dishonesty incurred the hatred and contempt
of this hero also. Some time after, having finished his
time of servitude with Eurystheus, Hercules, aided by
a chosen band of adventurers, came to Troy to punish
him for his perfidy. The city was stormed and taken,
the king slain, and his wife and children carried to
Greece as captives. There Hesione became the bride
of Telamon ; while her brother Podarces, later known
as Priam, was redeemed by his people and made King
of Troy.

Laomedon’s failure to pay his just debts was the
primary cause of the enmity which Apollo and Neptune
displayed towards the Trojans during their famous war
with the Greeks.

Their term of exile ended, the gods were reinstated
in their exalted positions, and hastened to resume their
former occupations; but, in spite of the severe lesson
just received, Neptune was not yet cured of his grasping
tendencies. Not long after his return from Troy, he
quarrelled with Minerva for the possession of the re-
cently founded city of Athens, then nameless, and
entered into the memorable contest in which he was

ignally defeated. He also disputed the sovercignty

Treezene with Minerva, and that of Corinth with
128
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Apollo. In the latter instance, the disputants having
chosen Briareus as umpire, the prize was awarded to him
as the most powerful of all the gods except Jupiter.

As god of the sea, Neptune did not generally remain in
Olympus, but dwelt in the coral caves of his kingdom,
over which he ruled with resistless sway, By one word
he could stir up or calm the wildest storm, and cause
the billows to roar with fury or subside into peaceful
ripples.

“ He spake, and yound abour hum called the clouds
And roused the acean,—wielding in his hand
The trident,—summoned all the hurricunes
Of all the winds, and covered carth and 1ky
At once with mists, while from above the night
Fell suddenly,”
Hesmer (Bryant's tr.),

The rivers, fountains, lakes, and seas were not only
subject to his rule, but he could also cause terrible
earthquakes at will, and, when he pleased, raise islands
from the deep, as he did when Latona entreated him to
shelter her from Juno's persecutions.

Neptune is said to have loved the goddess Ceres, and
to have followed her during her prolonged search for
her daughter, Proserpina. Annoyed by his persistent
wooing, the goddess, to escape him, assumed the form
of a mare; but the God of the Sea, not at all deceived
by this stratagem, straightway assumed the form of a
horse, in which guise he contentedly trotted after her
and renewed his attentions.

The offspring of this equine pair was Arion, a won-
derful winged steed, gifted with the power of speech,
whose carly education was entrusted to the Nereides,
They trained him to draw his father's chariot over the
waves with incredible rapidity, and parted with him
reErctﬁ:Ily when he was given to Copreus, Pelops’ son.
This marvellous horse passed successively into Hercules'

i 129



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

and Adrastus’ hands ; and the latter won all the chariot
races, thanks to his flectness.

On another occasion, Neptune, having fallen deeply
in love with 3 maiden named Theophane, and fearful
lest some one of her numerous suitors should find
favour in her eyes before he had time to urge his
wooing, suddenly changed her into a sheep, and con-
veyed her to the Island of Crumissa, where he assumed
the guise of a ram, and in this metamorphosed condition
carried on his courtship, which eventually proved suc-
cessful. The offspring of this union was the golden-
fizeced ram which bore Phryxus in safety to the Colchian
shores, and whose pelt was the goal of the Argonautic
expedition.

Neptune also loved and married Medusa in the
days of her youth and beauty, and when some drops
of blood fell from her severed head into the salt sea
foam, he produced from them the graceful winged
steed Pegasus.

Neptune is also said to be the father of the giants Otus
and Ephialtes, of Neleus, Pelias, and Polyphemus.

Amphitrite

The Queen of the Ocean, Neptune’s own true and
lawful wife, was a Nercid, one of the fifty daughters of
Doris and Nereus,—the personification of the calm and
sunlit aspect of the sea. Her name was Amphitrite, or
Salacia. At first she was in great awe of Lr distin-
Fui:hnd suitor, and in her fear fled at his approach,
eaving him no chance to admire any of her charms,
except the grace and celerity with which she managed
to flit, or rather glide, out of his sigh,
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This conduct grieved Neptune so sorely, that he sent
a dolphin to plead his cause, and persuade the fair
nymph to share his throne. The messenger, carefully
instructed beforehand, carried out the directions with
such skill, that Amphitritc formally consented to
become Neptune's wife.

The King of the Deep was so overjoyed at these good
tidings, that be transferred the dolphin to the sky, where
he forms a well-known constellation. Neptune and
Amphitrite in due time became the happy parents of
several children, among whom the most celebrated is
Triton, whose body was half man and half fish, and
who gave his name to zll his male descendants

Idas and Marpessa

Like all other gods, Neptune took a lively interest in
men's affairs, and sometimes interfered in their behalf.
On one occasion, for instance, he even lent his beautiful
chariot to & youth by the name of Idas, who, loving a
maiden dearly, and unable to win her father's consent
to their union, had resolved to abduct her. M
for such was the girl's name, allowed herself to be
carried off without protest; and the lovers were bliss-
fully speeding along in Neptune's chariot, when her
father, Evenus, perceiving their escape, started in pur-
suit of them. In spite of the most strenuous efforts,
he could not nv:rtalljc: the flecing pair, and in his anger
plunged into a river, where he was drowned, and which
from him received the name of Evenus.

Idas and Marpessa were just congratulating them-
selves upon their narrow escape, when suddenly Apollo
ap before them, and, checking their steeds,
declared he loved the maiden too, and would not
tamely yield her up to a rival.

This was quite equivalent to a challenge ; and Idas,

131



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

stepping down from the chariot, was about to engage
in the fight, when suddenly out of a clear sky a
thunderbolt came crashing down to earth, and an
imperious voice was heard to declare that the quarrel
could be settled by Marpessa only, and that she should
freely choose the suitor she preferred as husband.

The maiden glanced at both her lovers, and guickly
reviewed their respective attractions. Remembering
that Apollo, being immortal, would retain all his
youthful bloom when her more ephemeral beauty had
vanished, and that he would probably cease to love her,
she held out her hand to Idas, declaring she preferred
to link her fate to that of a mortal, who would grow
old when she did, and love her as long as they E:th
lived. This choice was approved by Jupiter ; and the
lovers, after reaching a place of safety, returned the
wondrous chariot to Neptune, with many thanks for
his timely aid,

All the Nereides, Tritons, and lesser sea divinities
formed 2 part of Neptune and Amphitrite’s train, and
followed closely when they rode forth to survey their
kingdom.

Neptune had, besides this, many subordinates, whose
duty it was to look after various seas, lakes, rivers,
fountains, &c., confided to their special care. In har-
mony with their occupations, these divinities were either
hoary river gods (such as Father Nile), slender youths,
beautiful maidens, or little babbling children, They
seldom left the cool waves of their appointed dwellings,
and strove to win Neptune's approbation mostly by the
zeal they showed in the discharge of their various dutjes,

Proteus

Proteus, too, another inferior deity, had the care of

the flocks of the deep, and he always attended Neptune
s
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when it was safe to leave his great herds of sea calves
to bask on the sunny shores,

*In ages past old Proteos, with his droves
Of sea calves, sought the mountaing and the groves"™
Comper.

In common with all the other gods, Proteus enjoyed
the gift of prophecy, and had the power to assume any
shape he pleased. The former gift he was wont to
exercise very reluctantly; and when mortals wished
to consult him, he would change his form with be-
wildering rnpidig;nnnd, unless they clung to him
through all his ges, they could obtain no answer
to their questions.

“ Shouting [we] scize the god ¢ our force ' evade,

His varioms arts he soon resumes in aid :

A lion now, he curlias mane

Sudden eur hands 2 ::H ard restrain g

Then, arm’d with mﬂ Mﬁighmin; in his eyes,
A boar's obwcener shape the god belies :
On apiry volumes, there, a dragon rides §
Hete, from our strict embrace a stream he glides §
And last, wblime, hiv atatcly growth he ream,
A tree, and well=-disembled folisge wean,™

Hamer (Papd’s tr.),

But if these manifestations proved unavailing to
drive his would-be hearers away, the god answered
every question circumstantially.

Amphitrite, Neptune's wife,—generally represented
as a beautiful nude nymph, crowned with seaweed, and
reclining in a pearlshell chariot drawn by dolphins, or
sea-horses,—was worshipped with her husband,

Neptune, majestic and middle-aged, with long,
Howing hair and beard, wearing a seaweed crown, and
brandishing a trident, or three-pronged fork, was
widely worshipped throughout Greece and Italy, and
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had countless shrines. His pri cipal votaries were the
seamen and horse trainers, who often bespoke his aid.

* Hail, Neptune, greatest of the gods !
Thou ruler of the salt sea Boods;
Thou with the deep and dark-green hair,
That dost the golden trident bear;
Thou thay, with either arm ontspread,
Embosomest the earth we tread :
Thine are the beasts with fin and scales,
That round thy chariot, as it mils,
Plunging and tumbling, fast and free,
All reckles follow o'er the s2a®

Ariem,

Many large temples were dedicated exclusively to the
worship of :Etunr., and games were frequently cele-
brated in his honour. The most noted of all were
undoubtedly the Isthmian Games,—a national festival,
held every four years at Corinth, on the isthmus of the
same name. Hither people came from all points of
the compass, and all parts of the then known world,
either to witness or to take partin the noted wrestling,
boxing, and racing matches, or in the musical and
poetical contests.

* King of the stormy sea |
Brother of Jove, and co-inheritor
Of elements ! Eternally before
Thee the waves awiful bow, Fast, stubborn mck,
At thy fear'd trident thrinking, doth unlock
Its desp foundations, hissing into foam,
All mountain-rivers, lost in the wide home
OF thy capacions bosom, ever fow,
Thot frownest, and old Zolus thy foe
Skulks to his cavern, 'mid the gruff complaint
Of sll his rebel tempests, Dark clouds fGine
When, from thy diadem, 2 silver gleam
Slants over blue dominion, Thy bright team
Guiﬂ:ﬂiu the morning light, and scuds along
To bring thee nearer to golden song
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Apallo singeth, while his chariot
Waiws at the doors of heaven. Thou art not
For scenes like this ¢ an empire stern hat thon §
And it hath farrow’d that large front : yet now,
A newly come of heaven, dost thou sit
To blend and interknit
Sebdutd majesty with this time,
O shell-borne king sublime
We lay vur hearts before thee cvermore—
We sing, and we adore 1"
Keatr,
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CHAPTER XII : PLUTO

The Realm of Pluto

LUTO! (Dis, Hades, Orcus, Aidoneus), son of
P Cronus and Rhes, received as his share of the
world the supervision of the Infernal Regions,
situated beneath the earth, and was also appointed god
of the dead and of riches, for all precious metals are
buried deep in the bosom of the earth.

This god inspired all men with a great fear. They
never spoke of him without trembling, and fervently
prayed that they might never sce his face; for, when
he appeared on the surface of the earth, it was only in
search of some victim to drag down into his dismal abode,
or to make sure there was no crevice through which a
sunbeam might glide to brighten its gloom and dispel
its shadows. henever the stern god set out on one
of these expeditions, he rode in a chariot drawn by four
cozl-black steeds ; and, if any obstacle presented itself
to impede his progress, he struck it with his two-pronged
fork, the emblem of his power, and the obstacle was
immediately removed. It was on one of these occasions
that Pluto abducted Proserpina, the fair goddess of
vegetation, daughter of Ceres, whom he set on his throne
in Hades, and crowned as his queen.

Pluto is always represented as a stern, dark, bearded
man, with tightly closed lips, a crown on his head, a
sceptre and 2 key in hand, to show how carcfully he

! Besides this Pluto, god of the Infernal Regions, the Gresks also
worthipped Flutas, 3 son of Ceres and Jason, who was known
exclusively as the god of wealth, Abandoned in infancy, be was
brought up by Pax, the goddem of peace, who is often represented
holding him in her lap, Because Plutus insicted upon bestowin
b o a4 el el i, i cn e

m oh
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THE REALM OF PLUTO

guards those who enter his domains, and how vain are
their hopes to effect their escape. No temples were
dedicated to him, and statues of this god are very rare.
Human sacrifices were sometimes offered on his altars ;
and at his festivals, held every hundred years, and thence
called Secular Games, none but black animals were
slain,

His kingdom, generally called Hades, was very diffi-
cult of access. According to Roman traditions, it could
anly be entered at Avernus, but the Greeks asserted that
there was another entrance near the Promontory of
Tenarum. Both nations agreed, however, in saying
that it was an almost impossible feat to get out again
if one were rash enough to venture in.

“To the thades you go = down-hill, cay way
Buz to return and re-enjoy the day,
Thi i 3 waork, a labour [ **

Firgil,

To prevent all mortals from entering, and all spirits
from escaping, Pluto placed a huge three-headed dog,
called Cerberus, to guard the gate.

“There in state old Cerberns uate,
A three-headed dog, a8 cruel 2s Fate,
Guarding the entrance early and late,”
Saxe,

From thence a long subterranean passage, through
which shadowy spirits glided incessantly, led to the
throne room, where Pluto and Proserpina sat in state,
clad in their sable robes. From the foct of this throne
flowed the rivers which channelled the Lower World.
One, the Cocytus, rolled salt waves, composed of naught
but the tears flowing continually from the eyes of the
criminals condemned to hard labour in Tartarus, the
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portion of Hades reserved for the exclusive use of the
wicked.

* Cocytus, pamed of lamentation lond
Heard on the ruefal stream.”

To separate this section from the remainder of his
realm, Pluto surrounded it with the Phlegethon, a river
of fire ; while the Acheron, a black and deep stream, had
to be passed by all souls ere they reached Pluto’s throne
and heard his decree. The currentof this river was so
swift that even the boldest swimmer could not pass
over ; and, as there was no bridge, all the spirits were
obliged to rely upon the aid of Charon, an aged boat-
man, who plied the only available skif—a leaky, worm-
caten craft—from shore to shore. Neither would he
allow any soul to enter his bark, unless he was first given
asmall coin, called an cbolus, the ferryman's fare, which
the ancients carefully laid under the tongue of the dead,
that they might pass on to Pluto without delay.
Charon’s leaky boat no sooner touched the shore than
a host of eager spirits pressed forward to claim a place.
The cruel boatman repulsed them roughly, and bran-
dished his oars,while he leisurely selected those he would
next ferry across the stream.

R i b VO
k=1 2 Wi EXien
Now m nnrmlhgu. the sucly bun::; borej
The rest he drove to distance from the shore,”
Virgil (Drydes's ).

All those who could not produce the required obolus
were obliged to wait one hundred years, at the end of
which time Charon reluctantly ferried them over free
of charge.

There was also in Hades the sacred river Styx, by

wl;m: waters the gods swore their most irrevocable
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oaths: and the blessed Lethe, whose waters had the
power to make one forget all u:'pluunt things, thus
pnﬁng‘_thu good for a state of endless bliss in the

i

lysian Fields.

“ Lathe, the river of olilivien, rolls
Her wat'ry labyrinth, whereof who drinks,
Forthiwith his former state and being forgen,
Forgets both joy and grich, plessure and pain”

Near Pluto’s throne were seated the three judges of
Hades, Minos, Rhadamanthus, and Aacus, whose duty
it was to question all newly arrived souls, to sort ocut
the confused mass of good and bad thoughtsand actions,
and place them in the scales of Themis, the blindfolded,
impartial goddess of justice, who bore a trenchant sword
to indicate thar her decrees would be mercilessly en-
forced. If the good outweighed the evil, the spirit
was led to the Elysian Fields; but if, on the contrary,
the evil prevailed, the spirit was condemned to suffer in
the fires of Tartarus.

“4Where his decrees
The guilty soul within the burning gates
Of Tartarns compel, or send the
To inhabit, with cternal health and peace,
The valley of Elysium."
A henside,

The guilty souls were always entrusted to the three
snake-locked Furies (Dire, Erinnyes, or Eumenides),
who drove them with their stinging lashes to the gates
of Tartarus. These deities, who were sisters, and
children of Acheron and Nyx, were distinguished by
the individual names of Alecto, Tisiphone, and Megera,
and with Nemesis, goddess of revenge, were noted for
their hard hearts and the merciless manner in which
they hurried the ghosts entrusted to their care over the
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fiery flood of the Phlegethon, and through the brazen
gates of their future place of incessant torment,
4 There rolls swift Phlegethon, with thund’ring sound,

His broken rocks, aad whirls his surges round,

On mighty columns rais’d :ulialim are hung.

The masy gates, impenetrably itrong.

In vain would men, ?I:unin would godh essay,

To hew the beams of adamant away,

Here rose an iron tow’r = before the gate,

By night and day, 2 wakeful Fury sate,

'l":m pale Tisiphone; # robe she wore,

With all the pamp of horror, dy'd in gore."

Virgil (C. Piee's tr.).
The Story of Ibycus

The Furies also had an important part to play upon
carth, as the avengers of unfilial deeds, irreverence to
age, inhospitality, murder, perjury, and some other
minor crimes.  They secured the punishment of those
who had incurred their wrath in various ways, and the
following story is told of the murder of Ibycus, a poet
dear to ipﬂ]lﬂ.

While on his way to 2 musical contest at Corinth
this poet was attacked and slain by two robbers, and in
his extremity he called upon a flock of cranes, which
was passing overhead at tg,: time, to bear witness of the
foul deed. When his body was discovered, there was
great grief throughout Greece, and all men demanded

vengeance upon the murderer.

Sﬁ:'nt]y IfE:r, A play was being enacted in the great
amphitheatre, in which the Furies were very graphi-
cally represented, and the multitude of spectators sat in
deep silence listening with tense interest to the awful
denunciations of the Furies upon the murderer in
secret.

Suddenly a flock of cranes was seen winging its flight
above the arena, and a voice from the audience was
140









THE STORY OF IBYCUS

heard : “See, friend, the cranes of Ibycus!™ Quick
to grasp the meaning of this strange exclamation, the
spectators shouted with oneaccord : “"Tis the murderer
of Ibycus!™ This was true, and the two murderers
forthwith confessed, and were shortly afterwards exe-
cuted for their crime.

The three Fates (Meere, Parce), sisters, also sat
near Pluto's throne. Clotho, the youngest, spun the
thread of life, in which the bright and dark lines were
intermingled. Lachesis, the second, twisted it; and
under her fingers it was now strong, now weak.

& Twist ye, twine ye ! even 1o,
Mingle shades of joy and woe,
Hope, and feat, :i?puc:, and wrife,
In the thread of human life,"
sfiﬁq

Atropos, the third sister, armed with a huge pair of
shears, remorselessly cut short the thread of life,—an
intimation that another soul would ere long find its
way down into the dark kingdom of Hades.

hen the gates of Tartarus turned on their hinges
to receive the newcomer, a chorus of cries, groans, and
imprecations from within fell upon his ear, mingled
with the whistling of the whips incessantly plied by
retributive deitics.

# What sounds were heard,

What scenes appeared,

Q'er the dreary coasts |
Dreadful gleams,
Dismal screams,
Fires that glow,
Bliricks of woe,
Eunllen moans,
Hollow groans,

And cries of tortured ghosts.™

Pape.
1§l
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The Story of the Danaides

Many victims renowned while on earth for their
cruelty found here the just punishment of their sins.
Attention was first attracted by a group of beautiful
maidens who carried water to fill a1 bottomless cask.
Down to the stream they hastened, a long procession,
filled their urns with water, painfully clambered up the
steep and slippery bank, and poured their water into
the cask ; but when, exhausted and ready to faint from
fatigue, they paused to rest for a moment, the cutting
lash fell upon their bare shoulders, and spurred them
on to renewed efforts to complete a task so hopeless
that it has become proverbial.

These fair maidens were the Danaides, daughters of
Danaus, who had pledged his fifty daughters to the
fifty sons of his brother Egyptus. The marriage
preparations were all completed, when Danaus sod-
denly remembered an ancient pro hecy which had quite
escaped his memory, and which I'I::rctuld that he would
perish by the hand of his son-in-law.

It was now to0 late to prevent the marria 50,
calling his daughters uside, he told them what the
oracle had said, and, giving them each a sharp dagger,
bade them slay their husbands on their wedding night.
The marriages were celebrated, as was customary, with
mirth, dance, and song; and the revelry continued
until fate at night, when, the guests having departed,
the newly married couples retired. But s S00Nn as
Danaus’ daughters were quite certain their husbands
were fast asleep, they produced their daggers and slew
their mates,

“ Danaus arm'd each daughter’s hand
To saain with blood the bridal bed.*
Euripides ( Patter’s 1r.),
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One of the brides only, Hypermnestrs, loved her
husband too dearly to obey her father’s command,
and, when morning broke, only forty-nine of Agyptus'
sons were found lifeless. The sole survivor, Lynceus,
to avenge his brothers’ death, slew Danaus, thus
fulfilling the ominous prophecy; while the gods,
incensed by the Danaides' heartlessness, sent them to
Hades, where they were compelled to £ill the bottom-
less cask.

The Story of Tantalus

Tartarus also detained within its brazen portals 2
cruel king named Tantalus (the father of Niobe), who,
while on earth, had starved and ill-treated his subjects,
insulted the immortal gods, and on one occasion even
dared to cook and serve up to them his own son Pelops.
Most of the dguds were immediately aware of the decep-
tion practised upon them, and refused the new dish ; but
Ceres, who was very melancholy on account of the recent
loss of her daughter, paid no heed to what was offered
her, and in a fit of absent-mindedness ate part of the lad’s
shoulder.

The fﬂdﬂ in pity restored the youth to life, and Ceres
replaced the missing shoulder with one of ivory or of
gnld. Driven away from his kingdom, which was seized

y the King of Troy, Pelops took refuge inGreece, where
he ruled the extensive peninsula, the Peloponnesus,
which still bears his name,

To punish the inhuman Tantalus, the gods then sent
him to Tartarus, where he stood up to his chin ina
stream of pure water, tormented with thirst; for, when-
ever he stooped to drink, the waters fled from his parched
lips. Over his head hung a branch of luscious fruit.
His hunger was as intolerable as his thirst; but when.
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ever he clutched at the fruit, the branch swung upward,
and eluded his cager grasp,
# Abore, beneath, around his haples head,

Trees of all kinds delicions fruitsge spread.

The fruit he strives to scize; but blass arme,

Tou it on high, and whirl it to the skies"”

Homer (Papd's 1),
Thissingular punishment inflicted upon Tantalus gave

rise to the expression * to tantalise

Sisyphus
Another criminal was Sisyphus, who, while king of
Corinth, had misused his power, had robbed and killed
travellers, and even deceived the gods. His reprehensible
conduct was punished in Tartarus, where he was con-
demned to roll a huge stone o the top of a very steep
hill ; and just as he reached the summit, and fancied his
task done, the rock would slip from his grasp and roll to
the foot of the hill, thus obliging him to renew all his
excrtions.
* With many 2 weary step, and many 2 1o A
Up the high hill hr: II;P!I:I a hug::nu:ﬂ ;:n:;
hoge round sione, rerulting with a bound,
Thunders impetuoms down, and imokes along the ground,
Again the restless orb his toil renews,
Dust moust in clonds, and sweat descends in dews ¥
Hamer (Pope's tr.).
Salmeneus
Salmoncus, another king, had vainly tried to make his
subjects believe he wus Jupiter. With that object, he had
once driven over a brazen bridge to imitate the roll of
thunder, and, to simulate the thunderboits, had thrown
lighted torches down upon the multitude, purposely
assembled below.
* Th" sudacious wretch four fiery counens drew .
He wav'd a torch aloft, and, madly vain,
Songht godlike worhip from s servile traia.



THE STORY OF IXION
Ambitiom foal, with horny hoof to paw
O'er hollow arches of resounding beaw,
To rival thunder in its rapid course,
And imitate inimitable force ! ™
irgil (Dryded's tr.).
This insolent parody so incensed Jupiter, that he
grasped one of his deadliest thunderbolts, brandished it
aloft for a moment, and then hurled it with vindictive
force at the arrogant king. In Tartarus, Salmoneus was
placed bencath an overhanging rock, which momentarily
threatened to fall and crush him under its mass;

* He wax doomed to sit under & huge stone,
Which the father of the gods
Kept over his head suspended,
Thus he st
In continual dread of its downhll,
And lost to every comfort.”
Piadar,
Tityus
Still farther on was the recumbent form of Tityus, a
giant whose body covered nine acres of ground. He had
dared offer an insult to Juno, and in punishment was
chained like Prometheus, whilea vulture feasted on his
liver.
* There Tityus was to see, who took his birth
From heav'n, his nuning from the foodful earth :
Here his gigantic limbs, with large embrace,
Infold nise acres of infernal space.
A rav’nous vultare in his open side
Her crooked beak and cruel taloms try'd :
Seill for the growing liver digz'd his brease,
The growing liver still supply’d the feast

Viegil (Drydes’s 11,
The Story of Ixion

Here in Tartarus, too, was Ixion, king of the Lapith,
who had been given the hand of Dis in marriage on con-
dition that he would give her father a stipulated sum of
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money in exchange, but who, assoon as the maiden was
his, refused to keep his promise. The father-in-law was
an avaricious man, and clamoured so loudly for his
maney, that Ixion, to be rid of his importunities, slew
mth Such an :u;tjnf ?iﬂlmm mulii nnit be averlooked
¢ : so Jupiter summoned Ixion to appear
:tyfﬂm IE::nd mmp}iil case. ;

Ixion pleaded so skilfully, that Jupiter was about to
declare him scquitted, when he suddealy caught him
making love to Juno, which offence seemed so unpardon-
sble, that he sent him to Tartarus, where he was bound

to & constantly revolving wheel of fire.

& Prood lxion {doom'd to feel

The tortures of the eternal wheel,

Bound by the hand of angry Jove)
ived the due rewands of impioms Tove.”

Sapdacks (Franchii's m.)
The Elyslan Ficlds

Far out of sight and hearing of the pitiful sounds which
so constantly rose out of Tartarus, were the Elysian
Fields, lighted by a sun and moon of their own, decked
with the most fragrant and beautiful of flowers, and pro-
vided with every charm that nature ar art could supply,
No starms or wintry winda ever came to rob these hiel
of their spring-like beauty ; and here the blessed spent
mﬂﬁtf.mnt communion with the friends they
had loved on earth.

* Parion who pershed for their country’s ri

Or mobly winmphed in the i:l-hnfir;hﬂl::‘h
There holy priest and sscred poen stoud,
Who sang with all the nptora of 2 god:
Weorthies whoie lives by wefal wro refined;
Witk those who 8 deathlem name behind,
Fricnds of the world, 30d fathen of nunkiod.”
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CHAPTER XIII : BACCHUS

The Stery of Semele

MONG all the mortal maidens honoured by
A the love of Jupiter, king of the gods, none was
more attractive than Semele, daughter of Cad-
mus and Harmonia.
# For Semele was moulded in the form
Of elegance ; the butﬂr of ker rscx
Shone in her forchesd.
Nomxar (Elee's 1r),
Although conscious of these superior attractions,
Semele was excessively coy, and it was only with the
greatest difficulty that Jupiter, disguised as 1 mortal,
could urge his love suit. When he had at last ohtained
& hearing, he told her who he was, calculating upon the
effect which such & revelation must necessarily
He was not mistaken in his previsions, for Semele,
proud of having attracted the greatest among the gods,
no longer offered any resistance, and consented to their
union, Their love grew and prospered, and Jupiter
came down from Olympus as often as possible to enjoy
the socicty of his beloved. His frequent absences
finally aroused Junc's suspicions, and, as usual, she
spared no pains to discover what powerful charm
could draw him from her side. After a few days she
knew all, and straightway determined to have her re-
venge, and punish her fickle spouse. To accomplish
this lucv:a.l}:ﬂly, she assumed the face and form of
Berog, Semele's old nurse, and thus entered the young
princess’s apartment quite unsuspected,
“ Oid Bero#"s decrepit shape she wean,
Her wrinkled visage, -p;d huptlwny bairs g
Whilat in hee trembling gait she totters on,
And lesrus to tattle in the pune's tone.”
Owid (Addian’y #r.).
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There she immediately entered into conversation with
her supposed nursling, artiully extracted a complete
confession, heard with suppressed rage how long Jupiter
had wooed ere he had finally won the maiden’s consent,
and received a rapturous and minute catalogue of all his
personal charms and a synopsis of all they had both said.
The false nurse listened with apparent sympathy ; but
in reality she was furious, and, to put an end to it all,
asked Semele if she was quite sure he was king of the
gods, as he asserted, and whether he visited her in all
the pomp of his regal apparel. The maiden shame-
facedly replied that he was wont to visit her in the
uise of 3 mortal only ; whereupon Berog, with feigned
indignation, told her nursling he must either be a vile
impostor, or else that he did not love her as dearly as
he loved Juno, in whose presence he seldom appeared
except in godlike array.

ith artful words she so worked upon the guilcless
nature of her rival, that, when Jupiter next came, the
maiden used all her blandishments to extort from him a
solemn oath to grant any réquest she chose to make.
A lover is not very likely to weigh his words under
such circumstances, and Jupiter took the most solemn

of all the oaths to gratify her whim.

# ¢ Bear me witness, Earth, and ye, broad Heavem
Abave us, and ye, waters of the Siyz,
That flow beneath us, mighticst cath of all,

And most reverdd by the &d godi it
Bemer (Bryant's 1r.),

‘The promise won, the delighted Semele bade her
lover speedily return to Olympus, don his own majestic
form and apparel, and hasten back to her side, sur-
rounded by all his heavenly pomp, and armed with his
dreaded thunderbolts. Jupiter, horrified at this im-

prudent request, implored her to ask something else,
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and release him from a promise fraught with such
danger to her; but all in vain. Semele, like many
another fair lady, enjoyed having her own way, and
would not be denied. ‘ i

Jupiter, therefore, returned to ﬂl?m_pus, modified his
costume as much as possible, dimmed his glory wherever
he could, and chose the feeblest of all his bolts, for well
he knew no méfe mortal could endure the shock of his
full glory. Then, mounted on a pale flash of lightning,
he darted back to Semele.

# To keep his promise he ascends, and shrouds
Hi s brow in whitlwinds and in cloods §
Whilt all ground, in terrible srray,

Hix thunden rattle, and hin lightnings play.
Anid yet, the dazzling lustre to abate,
He act not out in all his pomp and state,
Clad in the mildest lightning of the wkies,
And arm'd with thunder of the smallest size ¢
Mot those huge bolts, by which the giants slain,
Lay overthrown on the Phlegrean plain.
*Twas of 3 lewer mould, and lighter weight 5
They call it thonder of a second-rate.
For the rough Cyclops, who by Jove's command
Temper'd the bolt and turm'd it to his hand,
Work'd up less fame and fory in its make,
And quench'd it sooner in the standing lake
Thus dreadfully sdorn’d, with horror bright,
Th' illustrious god, descending from his heighe,
Came rushing on her in & storm of light.”

Ovid ( Addiss er).

But, although so much milder than usual, this appa=
rition was more than poor Semele’s human nerves could
bear, and she drupp«g to the floor in a swoon at the first
glimpﬁc of her lover. Oblivious of all but her alarm-
ing condition, Jupiter sprang to her side; but the
lightning which pll:.}fl:d about his head set fire to the
whole palace, which was reduced to ashes,
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Advent of Bacchus

Semele herself perished, burned to death; and the
only person in all the building who escaped uninjured
was B:::lchu: (Liber, Dionysus), the infant son of
Jupiter and Semele, who was saved by his father's
powerful hand. Jupiter was at first inconsolable at the
death of Semele; and, to testify to all mortals how
fondly he had loved her, he brought her spirit up to
heaven, where he raised her to the rank of a deity,

#:Tied 1"—10 the Theban maidens think, and laugh,
Saying, * She had her wirth, that Semele 1"
Bot sitting here upon Olympuy’ height,
I look down, through that oval ring of stan,
And see the far-off Earth, & twinkling speck—
Dust-mote whirled up from the Sun’s chariot wheel—
And pity their small hearts that hold a man
As if he were 3 god ; or know the god—
Or dare to know him—only 25 2 man |
O human love | art thou for ever blind 3™
E. R. Sill,

The infant Bacchus was first entrusted to the care
of his aunt [no, the second wife of Athamas, King of
Thebes, who nursed him as tenderly as if he had been
her own child. But all her love could not avail to
screen him from the effects of Juno's persistent hatred :
so Jupiter, fearing lest some harm might befall his
precious son, bade Mercury convey him to the distant
home of the Nysiades,—nymphs who guarded him most
faithfully,

Juno, not daring to continue her cutions
wreaked all her anger upon poor Ino and mnhlppﬂ;
houschold by sending the Fury Tisiphone to goad
Athamas to madness. In a fit of deluded frenzy, he

ued his wife and children as if they were wild

mm- One of his sons, Learchus, fell beneath his




ADVENT OF BACCHUS
arrows § and, to escape his murderous fury, Ino plunged
headlong into the sea with her second child in her arms.
The gods, in pity for her sufferings, changed her into
the goddess Leucothes, and her son into a sea deity by
the name of Palemon.

When still but a youth, Bacchus was appointed god
of wine and revelry, and entrusted to the guidance of
Silenus, a satyr, half man and half goat, who educated
him, and iccompanied him on all his travels; for he
delighted in roaming all over the world, barne by his
followers, or riding in his chariot drawn by wild beasts,
while his tutor followed him, mounted on an ass, sup-
ported on either side by an attendant.

% And ner him rode Silenwa on his am,
Pelted with Aawens a8 he on did pas.™
Kllﬂ't

Bacchus' train was verv large indeed, and composed
of men and women, nymphs, fauns, and satyrs, all
crowned with ivy leaves, who drank wine,—a drink
compounded for their express use out of water and
sunshine,—ate grapes, danced and sang, and loudly
proclaimed him their chosen leader.

44 We follow Bacchus ! Bacchus on the wing,
Bm:lﬂmmq: m:ﬁichm! good or ill berid
oun
We &l:::b:ﬁiu kim thorough kingdoms :’HE"'
Keaty,

The most unruly among his female followers were
the Bacchantes, who delighted in revelry, and were in
a perpetusl state of intoxication as they went with him
from land to land, where he taught the people the
cultivation of the vine and the art of making wine.
He travelled thus, it is said, throughout Greece and
Asia Minor, and even ventured as far as India and
Ethiopia,
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Bacchus and the Pirates

During these long journeys, Bacchus, as was in-
evitable, met with many adventures, which have been
fertile themes for poetry and art. On one occasion,
having strayed away from his followers and lost his
way, Ea:chm laid himself down upon the sand on the
sea-shore to rest. Some pirates, sailing by, saw the
handsome young sleeper, and noiselessly bore him off
to their vessel, intending to sell him as a slave in Egypt.

They were already quite far outat sea when the god
awoke, and gazed around him in mute wonder at his
surroundings.  When fully roused, he bade the seamen
take him back to land, but they merely replied by
laughter and mockery, Their amusement was cut
short, however, for the ship came to a sudden stand-
still ; and, when they leaned over the sides to ascertsin
why their oars could no longer propel it onward, they
saw a vine grow out of the sea, and twine its branches
and tendrils with lightning-like velacity around oars,
mast, and rigging, thus transforming the vessel into a
floating arbour. Then a sound of music and reve
greeted their astonished ears, and Bacchus' followers
came thronging over the ship's sides, riding on wild
beasts, and chanting the praises of their god and of his
favourite beverage.

*“ In chorus we sing of wine, rweet wine,
Its pawer benign, and its Bavour divine”
Mariinez de fa Ress,

These extraordinary sights and sounds so bewildered
the poor sailors, that they lost all presence of mind,
and jumped overboard into the ses, where they were
drowned and changed into dolphins,

On another occasion, Silenus, after a great carousal,

lost his way in the forest, and helplessly wandered from
15
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lace to place in search of his companions, until he
ly came to the court of Midas, King of Lydia

Bacchus and Midas

Midas no sooner beheld the red nose and bloated
appearance of the wanderer, than he recognised him
as Bacchus® tutor, and volunteered to lead him back
to his divine pupil. Delighted to see Silenus again,
Bacchus promised Midas any reward he wished; where-
upon Midas, who was an avaricious old king, fell upon
his knees, and humbly besought the god to grant that
all he touched might be changed into gold.

“¢ Give me," mys he (nor thought he ask’d too mach),
*That with my body whatsoe’er I touch,
Ch:uEd From the nature which it held of old,
May be converted into yellow gald,'™
Orid (Craxalfs o)

Bacchus immediately signified that his prayer was

ted ; and Midas, overjoyed at the success of his

Id venture, wandered back to his palace, testing his

new-won power, which changed all to gold at a mere
touch of one of his fingers.

“ Down from a lowly branch a twig he drew,
The twig straight glitter'd with a golden hue.
He takes 2 stone, the stone was turn'd to gold s
A clod he touches, and the crumbling mould
Acknowledged soon the great traniforming power,
inl m;igl;;;::: sabitance like & man of ore,
¢ pluc & corn, and straight his appean
Fil.'l's with & bending tuft of gﬁldm ::I::P
An apple next he tikes, and 1eems to hold
The bright Hesperian vegetable gold:
His hand he careless on a pillar lap,
With shining gold the Suted pillars blaze,”
Orid (Crexalls or.),

The sight of these and many other wonders, ht
by & mere touch, filled his heart with joy; and in iu':
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clation he bade his servants prepare a sumptuocus
feast, and invite all his courtiers to share his merri-
ment. His commands were obeyed with the utmost
celerity, and Midas beamed with satisfaction as he took
his place at the head of the board, and viewed the
choice dishes and wines prepared for his delectation;
Here, too, however, a new revelation awaited him 3
for cloth, plate, and cup turned to gold, as did the
food and drink as soon as they met his eager lips.

* Whose powerful hands the bread no sooner hold,
Burall Fua substance i trantform'd 1o gold:
Up to his mouth he lifts the savoury meat,
“};ich turns to gold as he attempts to eats
His patron’s noble juice of purple hue,
Touch'd IE- his lips, 3 gilded cordial grew,
Uniit for drink ; and, wondrous to
It trickles from his jaws 2 fluid gold.
The rich poor fool, confounded with surprise,
Starving in all his varions plenty liss”
Ovrid (Craxsll's tr.).

In the midst of plenty, the gnawin pangs of hun
aow made themselves felt ; nng the pim:f gift, wh?:;
prevented his allaying them, soon lost all its attractions.
With weary feet, Midas now retraced the road he had
travelled in his pride a few hours before, again cast
himself at Bacchus® feet, and this time implored him to
take back the inconvenient gift, which prevented him
from satisfying his natural appetites.

His distress seemed so real, that Bacchus bade him
go and wash in the Pactolus River, if he would be rid
of the power which had so soon turned into a curse,
Midas hastened off to the river and plunged in its tide,
noting that even its sands all turned to gold beneath
his tread ; since when,

* Pactolus singeth over golden sands, ™

Gray.
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BACCHUS AND ARIADNE

Bacchus and Ariadne

Bacchus' favourite place of resort was the island of
Naxos, which he visited sfter every jo . During
one of his sojourns there, he discovered a fair maiden
lying alone on the sandy shore. Ariadne, for such
was the girl's name, had been forsaken there by her
lover, Theseus, who had sailed away while she slept.
As soon as she awoke, she called her faithless lover;
but no answering sound fell upon her ear ex
the mocking tones of Echo. Her tears flowed freely
as she beat her breast in despair; but suddenly her
lamentations ceased, as she caught the faint sound
of music floating toward her on the summer breeze.
Eagerly turning toward the pleasant music, she caught
icht of a merry procession, headed by the God of

ine.

= s And 2a 1 sat, over the light bloe hills

“There came a noise of revellen s the rills

Into the wide stream came of pur?h hoe—
*T'was Bacchus and his crew !

The eamest trumpet spake, and silver thrills

From kissing cymbals made a merry din—
"Twas uy and his kin |

Like to & moving vintage down they came,

Crown'd with green leaves, and faces all on flame;

All madly dancing through the plesant valley,' ™

Keats,

Bacchus, the first to perceive the fair mourner, hastened
to her side, and brought all his powers of persuasion
into play to console her. Hisdevotion at last induced
her to forget her recreant lover, and, after a short
courtship, Bacchus won her as a bride,

Their wedding was the gayest cver scen, and the
feasting lasted for several days. The bridegroom pre-
sented the bride with a crown adorned with seven
glittering stars,—an ornament which fitly enhanced her
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peerless beauty.  Shortly after her marriage, however,
poor Ariadne sickened and died, leaving a disconsolate
widower, who took the crown she h;f so often worn
and flung it upinto the air. It rose higher and higher,
until the gods fixed it in the sky, where it still forms
a brilliant constellation, known as Ariadne's Crown, or
Corona,
® And sil] her ugn is seen in heaven,
And, ‘midst the glittering symbols of the aky,
The starry crown of Arizdne glides,™
Jﬁl&ﬂu M‘h

Bicchus lightheartedness had all vanished, and he
no longer took any pleasure in music, dance, or revelry,
until Jupiter, in’ pity for his bereavement, restored
Ariadne to his longing arms, and, to prevent her bei
again claimed by Dea gave her immortal life,

The Story of Pentheus

When but a short distance from Thebes, Bacchus
once sent a herald to Pentheus, the king, to announce
his approach, and bespeak a suitable reception and
Sumiptuous eatertainment. Rumours of the noise
and disorder, which seem to have been the invariable
accompaniment of the pod's presence, had already
mch:gchnth:ua, who tl;gmsfnm dismissed the herald
with an insolent message, purporting that Bacchus had
better remain outside of the City gates,

To avenge this insule, Bacchus inspired the Theban
women with a species of dementia, which made them
rush simultancously out of the city and join his fol-
lowers. Then they all clamoured for permission to
witness the religious rites in his honour, generally
called Mysteries, which permission was graciously
granted.

EThE king's spies reported all that had occurred, and
15
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their accounts made Pentheus long to view the cere-
monies in secret.  He therefore disguised himself, and
hid in a bush near the consecrated place, hoping to see
all without being seen ; but an inadvertent movement
attracted theattention of the alreadyexcited Bacchantes,
who, led by Agave, the king's own mother, dra

him from his hiding-place and tore him limb from
limb,

Bacchus, god of wine, was worshipped throughout
the ancient world, and festivals without number were
held in his honour. The most noted were the Greater
and Lesser Dionysis, the Liberalia, and the Bacchanalia,
where the wildest merrymaking and licence were freely
indulged in by all participants.

* Bacchus, on thee they call, in hymas divine,
And hang thy statues on the lofiy pine
Hence pleaty every lsughing vineyard fills,
Thro' the deep valleys and the sloping hills 3
Where'er the god inclines his lovely fice,
More luscious Fruits the rich plantations grace,
Then let ws Bacchus® praises duly linf;n
And consecrated cakes, and chargen bring,
Dragg'd by their horns let victim goats expire,
And roast on hazel spits before the sacred fire.”
# Come, sacred sire, with luscious clusters crowa'd,
Here all the riches of thy reign abound ;
Each field replete with bluthing antamn glows,
Aad in deep tides for thee the foaming vintige Aows"
Virgil (Wartew's tr.),

Bacchus is generally represented as a handsome
youth, crowned with ivy or grape leaves and clusters,
bearing the thyrsus, an ivy-circled wand, as tre,
and riding in a chariot drawn by panthers ar leopards.
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CHAPTER XIV: CERES AND
PROSERPINA

Pluto and Proserpina

ERES (Demeter), daughter of Cronus and Rhea,

‘ and one of Jupiter's numerous consorts, was
dess of agriculture and civilisation, Her

manifold cares were shared by her daughter, Proser-
pina (Cora, Pherephatta, Persephone), the ess of
vegetation. Whenever her duties I]N:rruil.' , this fair
oung goddess hastened off to the Island of Sicily, her
¥nvourit¢ place of resort, where she wandered about al]
day long, attended by a merry girlish train, gathering
flowers, on the green slopes of Mount tna, and
danced with the nymphs in the beautiful plain of Enna,

* Sacred Goddess, Mother Earth,
Thon from whose immortal bosom,
Gods, and men, and beasts have birth,
Leaf and blade, and bud and blossam,
Breathe thine influence most divine
Oa thine own child, Proserpine,
= If with mists of evening dew
Thou dost nourlsh these rmu; tlowers
Till they grow, in scent and Lue,
Fuirest childeen of the hours,
O thi o hi, Premm e
own ¥ e,
Fhelley.

One day, weary of labour, Proserpina called these
fair playmates to join her and spend a merry day
E:hﬂ'ing flowers. The maidens sang merry lays as

ey wound their long garlands ; and the Joyous so
of Proserpina, mingled with ripples of silvery laughter,
attracted the attention of Pluto, who happened to be

past in his dark chariot drawn by four fiery
coal-black steeds,
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To sscertain whence these sounds ded, the god
stepped out of his car, and cautiously peeped through
the thick foliage.

He saw Proserpina sitting on a mossy bank, almost
buried in many-hued blossoms, her laughing companions
picturesquely grouped around her. One glance sufficed
to convince Pluto of her loveliness and grace, and to
make him feel that his happiness depended on the

ion of this bright young creature.

Long ere this he had tried to persuade one after
another of the goddesses to share his gloomy throne;
but one and all had refused the honour, and declined to
accompany him to s land where the sun never shone,
the birds never sang, and the fowers never bloomed.
Hurt and disappointed by these rebuffs, Pluto had
finally registered a solemn vow never to go wooing
again ; and so, instead of gently inviting Proserpina to
become his queen, he resolved to abduct her.

Straight through the bushes he strode, direct to the
spot where she was seated. The noise of crackli
branches and hasty footsteps made the assembl
maidens swiftly turn. One glance sufficed to identi
the intruder, for none but he could boast of su
a dark, lowering countenance; and all exclaimed in
mingled wonder and terror at his unwonted presence
in those sunlit regions :

* *T'is he, "tis he ; be comes to w
From the depthy of Turtarus,
For what of evil doth he roam
From his red and gioomy home,
In the centr= of the world,
Where the sinful dead are hurled }
Mark him = he moves along;
Drawn by horses black and srong,
Such = may belong to Night
Erc 1he takes ber morning flight
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Now the chariot stops © the god
On our grasy world hath trod 3
Like 3 Titan ste peth he,

Yet full of his divinity,
On his mighty :Imuldrm lie
Raven locks, and in his eye
A cruel beauty, such 21 pone
OF us may wisely look upon®
Barry Cormeall,

Frightened by his impetuous approach, the trembling
nymphs first crowded around Proserpina, who, in her
astonishment and trepidation, dropped all her pretty
flowers and stood motionless among them. Her un-
certainty as to his purpose was only momentary, for,
catching her in his brawny arms ere she could make an
attempt to escape, he bore her off to his chariot, in spite
of prayers and struggles, and droye away as fast as his
flest steeds could carry him,

He was soon out of hearing of the wild cries and
lamentations of the nymphs, who vainly pursued him,
and tried to overtake their beloved mistress, Afraid
lest Ceres should come and force him to relinquish his
new-won treasure, Pluto drove faster and faster, nor
paused for an instant until he reached the banks of the
Cyane River, whose Waters, at his approach, began to
seethe and roar ina menacing fashion, and spread them-
selves as much as possible, to check him in his flight.

Pluto quickly perceived that to attem to cross the
river in his chariot would be madness, while by retraci
his footsteps he ran the risk of meeting Ceres, and being
forced to relinquish his prize. He therefore decided to
have recourse to other means, and, seizing his terrible
two-pronged fork, struck the earth such g mighty blow
that a crevice opened under his feer, through which

horses and chariot plun ed down into th darkness
the Lower World, i ) of
16o
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Proserpina turned her weeping eyes to catch a Sntu:ng'
glimpse of the fair earth she was leaving, and then,

with a fond thought of her anxious mother, who, when
evening came, would vainly seck her child in all her
favourite haunts, she quickly flung her girdle into the
Cyane, and called to water nymph to carry it to
Elated by the complete success of his bold venture,
and no Iong:r fearful of immediate pursuit, the happy
god strained his fair captive to his breast, pressed kisses
on her fresh young cheeks, and tried to calm her
terrors, as the blui steeds rushed faster and faster
along the dark passage, nor paused until they reached
the foot of their master's throne.
* Pleased as he graspa her in his iron srms,
Frighos with soft sighs, with render words afarms.™
Darwin,
Meanwhile the sun had sunk below the Sicilian
horizon; and Ceres, returning from the fields of fast-
ripening grain to her own dwelling, sought for the
missing Proserpina, of whom no trace could be found
except the scattered flowers. Hither and thither the
mother wandered, calling her daughter, and wondering
where she could be, and why she did not come boundin
to meet her. As time passed, and still Proserpina dig
not appear, Ceres' heart beat fast with apprehension,
and the tears coursed down her cheeks as she rushed
wbout from place to place, calling her daughter
# What ails her that she comes not home §
Demeter seeks her far and wide,
And gloomy-browed doth ceaseless roam
From many & morn till eventide.
* My life, immortal though it be,
Iin htl’t%: criey, * l:mtofﬂlu.
R Tugelors.
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Night came, and Ceres, kindling & torch at the
volcanic fires of Mount Atna, continued her search,
Day dawned, and still the mother called, aw:kcn_i]::f
the morning echoes with her longing cries for her chi
Her daily duties were all neglected. The rain no
longer refreshed the drooping flowers, the grain was
parched 3 the ardent rays of the sun, and the iﬂlﬂ
all perished, while Ceres roamed over hill and dale in
search of Proserpina,

Weary at last of her hopeless quest, the goddess
seated herself by cthe wayside, near the city of i
and gave way to her overwhelming grief.

“ Long was thine anxious search
For lovely Proserpine, nor didst thon break

Thy mournful fat, till the far-fam'd Elewia
Received thes wandering,”
Orpéic Hyswn,

Ceres and Triptolemus

To avoid recognition, she had assumed the appear-
ance of an aged crone; and as she sat there by the
wayside, in tears, she attracted the compassionate in-

uiries of the daughters of Celeus, king of the country.
?—Iwing heard her bewail the loss of her child, they
entreated her to come to the palace, and, knowing
nothing could so well soothe a breaking heart, offered
her the charge of their infant brother Triptolemus.

Ceres, touched by their ready sympathy, accepted

the offer ; and when she arrived at the palace, the royal
heir was entrusted to her care. Tenderly the goddess
kissed the ]:uny child’s little pinched face; and at her
touch the child became rosy and well, to the unbounded
astonishment of the royal family and all the court,
. In the night, while Ceres sat alone with her charge,
it occurred to her that she might confer a still greater
I:Ln:ssmg upon him, that of immortality : so she anointed
'
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his limbs with nectar, murmured a powerful charm,
and placed him upon the red-hot coals, to consume all
the perishable elements left in his body.

The queen, Metaneira, who had thought it somewhat
imprudent to leave the child thus alone with a stranger,
now stole noisclessly into the spartment, and with a
wild shrick rushed to the fire and snatched her child
out of the flames, pressed him anxiously to her breast,
and, after ascertaining that he was quite unharmed,
turned tovent her indignation upon the careless nurse;
but the aged beggar woman had vanished, and in her
stead she confronted the radiant Goddess of Agriculture.

* From her fragrant robo
A lovely scent was scatiered, and afar
Shene light emitred from her skin divine,
And yellow locks tpon her shonldens waved §
White as from lightning, ali the honse was filled
With splendone.™
Hemeric Hyms,

With a gentle reproof to the queen for her untimely
interference, Ceres explained what she fain would have
done, and vanished, to continue her wanderings in
other lands. She finally returned to Italy ; and, while
wandering along the river banks one day, the waters
suddenly cast a glittering object at her feet. Stoopin
hastily to ascertain what it might be, she recognise
the girdle her daughter had worn when she had parted
from her in Sicily,

Joyfully she embraced the token, and, thinking she
must now be upon Proserpina’s track, haste on
until she came to a crystal fountain, by whose side she
sat down to rest. Her eyes were heavy with the com-
bined effect of tears, fatigue, and oppressive heat, and
she was about to lose all consciousness of her trouble
in sleep, when the murmur of the fountsin hmﬂeﬁ
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until she fancied it was talking; not as mortals do, but
in its own silvery accents.

Arethusa and Alpheus

The goddess was not mistaken ; for a few minutes
later she could distinguish words, and heard the foun-
tain entreat her to listen, if she would hear what had
befallen her child, The fountain then went on to rell
how she had not always been & mere stream, but was
once a nymph, called Arethusa, in Diana's train, and
how, overcome by the heat, she had once sought a cool
stream wherein she might bathe her heated limbs.

She soon found one, the Alpheus River, and selected
a spot where the trees hung over the limpid waters,
where the sand on the bottom was fine and even, and
where no mortal eyes could see her as she threw aside
her sandals and outer garments. She was enjoying the
refreshing sensation of the water rippling around her
hot limbs, and was revelling in the complete solitude,
when suddenly the river, until now as smooth as &
mirror, was ruffled by waves, which crept nearer and
nearer to the startled nymph, until in affright she sprang
out of the water,

Then a voice—the voice of the river god Alpheus—
was heard, calling to her in pleading accents to stay
her flight and lend an ear to his wooing ; but when the
impetuous god, instead of waiting for an answer to his
suit, rose up out of the water and rushed to clasp her
in his arms, she turned and fled in great terror. She
fled, but he pursued. Over hill and dale, through forest
and field, Arethusa ran, still closely followed by her too
ardent lover, until, exhausted, she paused for breath,
erying aloud to Diana to come to her rescue.

CF prayer was answered. A moment later she was
::I;:doped ina thick mist and transformed into a foun-
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tain. Alpheus could no longer sce her, but wandered
about, bewailing her disappearance, and calling her in
passionate accents.
M40 Arethnss, peerless nymph ! why fear

Such tendernen o mine T Great Dinn, why,

Why dide thon hear hes prayer ¥ Oh ghae 1

Were rippling round her daioty Birness pow,

Circling about her waist, and striving how

Teo entice her 1o a dive! then sealing in

Between her lmcio lips and eyelich ttin.' o

Keanr,

The misty cloud in which Arethusa had been en-
veloped by Diana's protecting care was soon blown
away by a mischievous breath from Zephyrus; and
Alpheus, who was still hovering near there, suddenly
beholding a fountain where none had ever existed before,
surmised what had happened., Changing himself into
an impetuous torrent, he rushed to join his beloved,
who sprang out of her mossy bed, and hurried on over
sticks and stones, until Diana, seeing her new plight,
opened a crevice, through which she glided away from
the bright sunlight she loved so well into the depths of
Pluto’s realm.

While gliding there in the gloom, Arethusa had
caught 2 glimpse of Proserpina on her sable throne, be-
side the stern-browed Pluto. She could not, however,

use to inquire how she came there, but hurried on

reathlessly, until another crevice offered her the means
of returning to the upper world, and seeing once more
the blue sky and sun on the Sicilian plains.

The monotonous murmur of the fountain now sub-
sided 2gzin into its usual undertone ; and Ceres, know-
ing where to seck her daughter, was about to d
when she heard the sudden rush and roar of a
body of water. She immediately turned, and beheld the
torrent Alpheus, who, after a disconsolate search uudu‘;
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ground for the lost Arethusas, had found a crevice
through which he passed to join his beloved on the
Sicilian plains.
“ Alpheus, Elis” stream, they sy,
Beneath the sean here found his way,
And now his waters interfuse
With thine, O fountain Arethuse,
Beneath Sicilian skies,”
Firgil (Coningres's ),

In spite of her previous efforts to escape him, Are-
thusa must still have been very glad to see him once
more, for Ceres heard her murmur contentedly as she
sank into his arms and listened to his louder tones of
rapturous love.

* And now from their foontains
In Edna's mountzins
Down one vale where the moming bulky,
Like friends once parted
Grown single-hearted,
They ply their watery tasks,”
Shelley,

Maidens in Greece were wont to throw fresh garlands
into the Alpheus River: and it was said the self-same
flowers, carried away by his current, soon reappeared in
the Sicilian fountain, carried there 2s love o ings by
the enamoured river.

* O my beloved, how divinely sweet
Is the HE when kindred spirits meet |
Like + the tiver god, whose waters flow,
With love theip only light, throngh cayes belaw,
Wafting in triumph all the Bowery braids
And festal rings, with which Olympic maids
Have decked his current, an offering meet
To lay a1 Arethun's thining fees,

ak when at last he meets his fotntain bride
What perfect love must thrill the blended tide |
And lost in each, il mingling into one,
Their lot the mme for shadow or for
atrpenfmlnu,u:hqdupth: tun,"
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THE RETURN OF PROSERPINA

The Return of Proserpina

Now, although poor Ceres had ascertained where to
find her missing daughter, her grief was not at all
diminished, for :E: felt convinced that Pluto wouldnever
willingly relinquish her. She thercfore withdrew into
a dark cave to mourn unseen, and still further neglected
her wonted duties.

Famine threatened to visit the people, and they prayed
and clamoured for her aid ; but, absorbed in gricf, she
paid no heed to their distress, and vowed that nothing
on earth should grow, with her permission, as long as
her daughter was detained in Hades. In despair at
this frightful state of affairs, the people then besought
Jupiter to pity the sufferings they endured, and to allow
Proserpina to revisit the upper world once more,

“ Arise, and ser the maiden free ;
Why thould the world soch sorrow dree
By remson of Persephone 1™ lageiess.,

As s00n as she became aware of this petition, Ceres
hastened to Olympus, m.{luin her supplications to the
cries which rose from parts of the earth; until
Jupiter, wearied by these importunitics, consented to
Proserpina’s return, upon condition, however, that she
had not touched any during the whole time of her
sojourn in the Infernal Regions.

Ceres in person hastened to her daughter's new sbode,
and was about to lead her away in spite of Pluto, whena
spirit, Ascalaphus, suddenly declared that the queen had
partaken of some pomegranate seeds that very day, Pro-
serpina could not refute the charge, and Jupiter decreed
that for every seed she had eaten she should spend one
month of every year in her husband’s gloomy kingdom.

Thus it came about that Proserpina was condemned
to spend one half the year in Hades; and could linger
on the bright earth only for six months at a time. é

i
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Mercury was chosen to lead her to and from Hades;
and, whenever he brought her out of her gloomy prison,
the skies became blue and sunny, the grass sprang fresh
and green beneath her elastic tread, the flowers bloomed
along her way, the birds trilled forth their merry lays,
and all was joy and brightness,

* And when, in springtims, with sweet-smelling flowen
Of various kinds the earth doth bloom, thow'lt come
From gloomy darkness back—s mighty joy
Ta gods uu:l’ mortal men.”

Homeric Hyma,

Ceres, happy once more in the possession of her be-
loved daughter, cheerfully and diligently attended to
all her duties, and blessed the earth with plenty ; but
when the six months were over, and the skies wept and
all nature mourned Proserpina’s departure, she again re-
turned to her cave, whence no entreaties could draw her.

As for the merry, happy-natured Proserpina, the
moment Hades” portals dga&d behind her, she became
pale and melancholy; and none would have dreamed
the playful, Aower-crowned Goddess of Vegetation was
identical with the sad-faced, nhlc-vcsmT Queen of
Hades (now called Hecate), who held a megranate in
one hand, and a torch in the other, rosperina, like
Adonis, was the personification of vegetation, visibly
prosperous during the six favourable months of the
year,and lurking hidden under the cold ground during
the remainder of the time.

Many beautiful temples were dedicated to Ceres and
Proserpina in Greece and Italy, where yearly festivals,
the Thesmophoria and the Cerealia, were celebrated with
great pomp.

" To Ceres chicf her anaual rites be pud,
On the green turf, beneath & fragrant shade,

When winter ends, and spring serenely shines,

% Thenfuthuh:nh,thmﬂ oW are the wines,
'



THE STORY OF ERISICHTHON

Then yweet are slumbess on the Bowery
“Then with thick shades are lofty mountains crown'd.
Let all the hinds bend low at Ceres” shrine;
Miz honey sweet, for her, with milk and mellow wine;
Thrice lead the vietim the new fraits around,
And Ceres call, and choral hymns resound :
Presume not, swaing, the ripen’d grain to reap,
Till crown'd with oak in antic dance ye leap,
Invoking Ceres, and in solemn lays,
Exalt your rural queen's immortal praise.”
Firgil (C. Pitf1tr.),

To commemorate her long search for her daughter,
Ceres returned to Eleusis, taught her former nursling,
Triptolemus, the various secrets of agriculture, and gave
him her chariot, bidding him travel everywhere, and
teach the people how to plough, sow, and reap; and then
she instituted the Eleusinia, festivals held in honour of
her daughter and herself at Eleusis.

Triptolemus did not fail to carry out the goddess's
instructions, and journeyed far and wide until he finally
reached the court of Lyncus, King of Scythia, where
the false monarch would have treacherously slain him
had not Ceres by timely interference prevented the
execution of his base purpose by changing the traitor
into a lynx, the emblem of perfidy.

Ceros was generally represented as & fair, matronly
woman, clad in flowing draperies, sometimes crowned
with wheat ears, and bearing a sheaf of grain and a
sickle, or with a plough and a horn of plenty disgorging
its wealth of fruit and flowers at her feet. Groves were
frequently dedicated to her; and any mortal rash enough
to lay the axe on one of those sacred trees was sure to
incur the goddess's wrath, as is proved by the story of
Erisichthon.

The Story of Erisichthon
This man was evidently a freethinker, and, to show

his contempt for the superstitious veneration paid 2:
1
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Ceres’ trees, took his mxe and cut down one of her
sacred onks. At his first blow, blood began to flow
from the tree; but, undeterred by the phenomenon or
the entreaties of the bystanders, Erisichthon continued.
Finally, annoyed by the importunities of the spectators,
he turned and slew one or two, and then completed his
sacrilege.

Ceres, incensed by his insolence and cruelty, devised
a terrible chastisement for the unfortunate man, and sent
Famine to gnaw his vitals, and torment him night and
day. The wretch, tortured I:ly a hunger which no
amount of food could allay, disposed of all his pro-

erty to obtain the means of procuring nourishment ; but

Eis monstrous appetite continued, and, as he had but one
daughter left, he sold her as 2 slave to obtain food.

The girl's master left her alone for 2 moment upon
the sea-shore, and, in answer to her prayer, Neptune de-
livered her from servitude by changing her into a fisher-
man. When the master returned and found his slave
gone, he questioned the fisherman, and, not obtaining
any satisfactory information, departed. Neptune then
restored the maiden to her own form, and let her return
home ; but, as her father sold her again, the god was
obliged to interfere once more in her behalf, until at
last  Erisichthon, deprived of means to procure food,
devoured himself.

Ceren and Stellio
Another anccdote illustrating Ceres' power is told
about a lad, Stellio, who made fun of the goddess when
she was journeying, on account of the haste with which
she disposed of a bowl of gruel offered by some charit-
;ible pcri:nm To dpunis? the boy for his rudeness, Ceres
ung the remainder of the i i
changed him into 8 fzaed, 5 ) 120 his fice, aud
170



CHAPTER XV :VESTA

The Worship of Vesta
ESTA, or Hestia, daughter of Cronus and Rhbes,
-\ f goddess of fire and of the family hearth, and
ardian angel of mankind, was worshipped
principally throughout Italy, although she also had
shrines in Greece and Asia Minor.

The family hearth in ancient times possessed a far
different signification from what it does now, and was
considered the family altar, for there the father of the
family was wont to offer up his daily prayers and
sacrifices.  “ As, according to the old heathen custom,
all men were regarded as enemics unless by a special
compact they had been made friends, so Vesta presided
especially over true and faithful dealing "; and she was
therefore generally represented as pure and undefiled.

A beautiful cireular temple in Rome was dedicated
to Vesta's service ; and here the Palladium of Troy was
supposed to be preserved, together with the goddess's
sacred fire, originally kindled by the rays of the sun.

This fire—an emblem of the flame of life, which the
ancients fancied was kept burning within each human
breast by Vesta, the life-giver—was kept constantly burn-
ing, and never allowed to go out for want of fuel or
timely care. Its flames were also intended to represent
the purity of the goddess, who, although wooed by many
lovers,—among whom Apollo and Neptune can justly
claim the precedence,—remained always a virgin.

The Romans fancied that her worship had been intro-
duced into Italy by Eneas, their famous ancestor, who
brought thither his home gods, and who, according to
tradition. selected the first Vestal Virsinl.

The second king of Rome, Numa Pompilius, built 2
beautiful temple, and instituted various religious cere-

e
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monies, in honour of Vesta. The loveliest and noblest
among the Roman maidens were chosen to serve this
goddess, and were known as Vestals, or Vesta] Virgins,
Admitted into the temple at the early age of six, they
were compelled to serve ten years in fitting themselves
to fulfil the duties they would be called upon to perform
during the next decade as priestesses and guardians of
the sacred fire. The last ten years were spent in in-
structing the novices; and, when their irty years'
service was ended, they were at liberty either to continue
in the temple, where they were treated with the greatest
respect, or to leave it, and even marry, if such were their
pleasure.

During their time of servitude, they were expected to
keep their vows of chastity and fidelity to their patroness,
and to maintain her sacred fire, under penalty of being
buried alive in a vaulted chamber, fashioned for this
express purpose by Numa Pompilius's order. In turn,
each of the priestesses watched the fire, renewed the
fuel, and fanned the flame, nor lost sighe of it night or
day ; for the Romans considered the extinction of this
sacred flame the precursor of some great public calamity,

The Vestals were, however, so pure and vigilant, that
during one thousand years only eighteen failed to
their vows satisfactorily, and suffered punishment, The
Vm?l 't!:'uc:h was accused of breach of faith, but, as

~of her purity, was given power to car water in
EI::“ from rh: Tiber l:og:h:: ::f::plc. =

In return for the signal services the Vestals rendered
to the State by maintaning this sacred fire, they enjoyed
many privileges: among others, that of bein preceded
by a lictor with fasces when they walked abroad ; of
occupying the seats of honour in public ceremanies and
festivities; of being buried within the city limits (a
p;':ﬂlrzge granted to but very few) ; and of obtaining the
I
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pardon of criminals whom they met by accident on
their way to the place of execution, Loved and greatly
honoured by all, the Vestals have become types of all
things pure and lovely in woman.

“ By these her trembling fires,
Like Vesta's, ever burning ; and, like hen,
Sacred 1o thoughts immaculate and pure.”
Yeuny.

The Vestal Virgins were further distinguished by a
vesture of pure white linen, with a purple border and
a wide purple mantle, In time of war or danger they
were answerable for the preservation of the sacred fire,
which they were allowed to remove to any place of
safety; and on several occasions they therefore carried
it out of Rome and down the Tiber, lest it should fall
into the enemy's hands.

The Vestals continued their office until the reign
of Theodosius the Grear, who, being converted to
Christianity A.D. 380, abolished the worship of Vesta,
dispersed the Vestals, and extinguished the sacred fire.

esta’s services were held with great pomp; and her
festivals, the Vestalia, were among the most beautiful
and popular in Rome. Statues of this goddess—
generally representing & woman of majestic beauty,
clad in long robes, holding a lighted torch or lamp in
one hand and a votive bowl in t%ne other—were carried
through the main strects of the city on all solemn
occasions,
#And from the temple brings

Dread Vesta, with her holy things,

Her awitl fillets, and the fire

W hose sacred emben ne'er expire.”

Firgil (Conlugron's o),

In public processions the Vestals had the privilege of
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carrying their sacred fire; while the Roman matrons,
glad to swell their ranks, followed them, barefooted,
chanting the praises of the good goddess Vesta.

On these occasions great banquets were pre
before each house, all daily toil was suspended, the
millstones were decked with flowers, and the very asses
used to turn them were covered with garlands and led
in the processions.

Lares, Manes, and Penates

Among the Romans, Vesta was not the only goddess
invoked on the family hearth, for she shared that place
of honour with the Lares, Manes, and Penates, who all
enjoyed special veneration and sacrifices.

The Lares, quite unknown to the Greeks, were two
in number, the children of Mercury and Lare, a naiad
famous for her beauty as well as for her extreme
loquacity, which no one could check. Tradition re-
lates that this fair maiden talked from morning till
night, and told all she knew. Upon one occasion she
incurred Jupiter's wrath by relating to Juno a conver-
sation she had overheard between him snd one of his
BUMErous mistresses,

To punish her,and st the same time prevent further
tale-bearing, the king of the gods cut off Lara's tongue,
and, summoning Mercury, bade him lead her down to
Hades to linger there for ever.  But on the way to the
dismal abode of the dead, the messenger god fell in
love with his fair charge, who, being now effectually
cured of her sole fault, was irresistibly charming ; and,
instead of obeying Jupiter, he made love to her, and
bz: pantomime obtained her consent to their union.
She bore him two children, who from her were called
Lares, and to whom the Romans always paid divine

l;::oun. reserving special places for them on the family
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hearth, for they were supposed to preside over houses
and families. Their statues resembled monkeys covered
with the skins of dogs; while at their fect a barking
dog, the symbol of their care and vigilance, was always
represented.

The Manes—a name generally applied to souls when
separated from the body—were reckoned among
the Roman divinities, and the illustrious ancestors of
different families were often worshipped under this
name,

As for the Penates, they presided over the houses
and domestic affairs. Each head of a houschold was
wont to choose his own Penates, whom he then invoked
as his special patrons. The statues of the Penates were
of clay, wax, ivory, silver, or gold, according to the
wealth of the family whose hearth they graced, and the
offerings generally made to them were a small part of
each meal,

Upon mnovinE from one house to another or from
one ]Phce to another, it was customary for the head of
the family to remove his household gods also, and estab-
lish them suitably before he thought of his own or his
family's comfort, and in return for this kindly care the

Penates blessed bim with peace and prosperity.



CHAPTER XVI:JANUS

Janus' Two Faces

ANUS, god of the past, present, and future, of

ates, entrances, war, and peace, and patron of all

ginnings, although one of the most important

of all the Roman divinities, was entirely unknown to
the Grecks.

According to some mythologists, he was the son of
Apollo; and, although born in Thessaly, he early in
lig) came to Italy, where he founded a city on the Tiber,
to which he gave the name Janiculum. Here he was
Joined by the exiled Saturn, with whom he generously
shared his throne. Together they civiliuch the wild
inhabitants of Italy, and blessed them with such pro-
sperity that their reign has often been called the Age

of Gold.

“Saturn fled before victorions Jore,
Driven down and banith'd from the realms ahore,
He, by just laws, embodied all the train,
Who roam’d the hilly, and drew them to the plain g
There fixed, and Latium called the new shode,
Whose friendly shores concealed the latent god.
These reslms, in peace, the monarch long controlled,
And blesed the nations with an sge of gold.*

Firgil (C. Pir's 1),

Janus is generally represented with two faces, turned
in opposite directions, because he was acquainted with
the past and future as well as with the present, and
because he is considered an emblem of the sun, which
opens the day at its rising, and closes the day at its
sctting.

In some statues he is represented with one white-
haired and bearded face, and the other quite youthful

in appearance, while others represent him with thre
I;IE. even four heads. ; :
L}



JANUS' TWO FACES

® Janm am I; oldest of potentates;
Forward 1 loak, snd backward, and below
1 count, 23 god of avennes and gates,
The years that through my portals come and go.

1 black the roads and drift the felds with mow;
I chase the wild-fow] from the froxen fen;
My frosts congeal the rivers in their fow;
My fires light up the hearthe and hearts of men®
Lengfollim,

The commencement of every new year, month, and
day was held sacred to Janus, and at that time special
sacrifices and prayers were offered up at his shrines
Healso presided over all gates and avenues, and through
him alone prayers were supposed to reach the immortal
gods: therefore in all religious ceremonies his name
was always the first invoked. From this circumstance
he often appears with a key in his right hand, and a rod
in his left ; or, when he presides over the year, he holds
the number 300 in one hand, and 65 in the other.

He was also supposed to watch over peace and war,
and had numerous temples throughout all Iraly. One
very celebrated temple was called Janus Quadrifrons,
because it was perfectly square. On each side of the
building there was one door and three windows. These
spertures were all symbolical,—the doors of the four
seasons, and the windows of the twelve months, of the
}":I.r.

In times of war the temple gates were opened wide,
for the people, being in need of aid and comfort, were
sll anxious to enter and present their offerings; but
when peace reigned, the doors were immediately closed,
for the god's intercession was no longer necessary. The
Romans, however, were such a belligerent people, that
the temple gates were closed but thrice in more than
eeven centuries, and then only for a very short period.

Festivals in honour of Janus were celebrated on the

™ 77
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first day of the new year ; and one month bore the
god's name, and was considered sacred to him. It was
customary for friends and relatives to exchange calls,
good wishes, and gifts on the first day of this month
—a Roman custom in force to this day.

Janus is not the only one among the Greek and Latin
divinities whose name has been given to a part of the
year or week ; for in Latin the names of the days are
dies Sofir (Sun day), dies Lune (Moon day), dies Martis
(Mars' day), dies Mercuri (Mercury's day), dies Fovis
(Jove's day), dies Vemeris (Venus' day), dies Sasturni
(Saturn’s day); Latin names which are still in use in
legislative and judiciary acts, while in English the
common nomenclature is derived from the names of
the corresponding Saxon divinities,



CHAPTER XVII: SOMNUS AND MORS

The Cave of Sleep
FTER leaving the joyless regions of Pluto’s
realm, and following the even course of the
Lethe River, the ancients fancied one reached a
large cave in & remote and quiet valley. This cave was
the dwelling of Somnus (or Hupnos), god of sleep,
and of his twin brother Mors (or Thanatos), god of
death ; and both were sons of the Goddess of Night,
who had once ruled the whole universe. Near the
entrance of the cave, shadowy forms kept constant
watch, gently shaking great bunches of poppies, and,
with finger to lips, enjoining silence on all who ven-
tured near, These forms were the lﬂg:n.ii of sleep and
death, represented in art as crowned with poppies or
amaranths, and sometimes holding a funeral urn or a
reversed torch.

The cave was divided into chambers, each one darker
and more silent than the one which preceded it. In
one of the inner rooms, which was all draped with sable
curtains, stood a downy couch, upon which reclined the
monarch of sleep. His garments were also black, but
all strewn with golden stars. He wor:f a crown of

ppies on his head, and held a goblet full of
f:icc in his languid hand. His d%imy head mpzia:
ported by Morpheus, his prime minister, who watched
incessantly over his prolonged slumbers, and hindered
any one from troubling his repose.

% Deep in & cavern dwells the drowsy god :
Whose gloomy mansion nor the rinng sun,
Nor setting, visits, nor the lighnomes noon 3
But lazy vapours round the region iy,
Perpernal twilight, und 2 doubeful sky ;
No crowing cock does there his wings disglay,
Nor with his horny bill provoke the day :
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Nor watchful dogs, nor the more wakefi] pesse,
Distarh with nightly noise the sacred peace:
Mor beast of natuse, nor the tame, are nigh,
Nor trees with tem rock’d, nor human cry 3
But safe repose, without un air of breath,
Dwells here, snd ¢ dumb quict next to death,
An arm of Lethe, with a gentle Sow,
Ariring upwards from the rock below,
The palace moats, and o'er the pebbles creeps,
And with soft murmun calls the coming leeps 3
Around ity entry nodding poppies grow,
And all cool simples that sweet rest bestow ;
Night from the plants their sleepy virtue drains,
And passing, sheds it on the dlent plain :
No door there was the unguarded house 1o keep,
On creeking hinges turn’d to break his ale
But in the gloomy conrt was rain'd 2 b;T
Stuf"d with black plumet, and on an ebon sted
Black was the covering too, where lay the
And slepe suping, his limba display'd abr
About his head Fantastic vivions fly,
Which varicus images of things supply,
And mock their forms ¢ the leaves on treey not more,
Nor bearded ean in fields, nor sands upon the thore.”
Owid (Drydeas tr.),
All around the bed and over it hovered throngs of
exquisite spirits, the Dreams, who stooped to whi
their pleasant messages in his ear ; while in the distant
corners of the apartment lurked the hideous Nightmares.
The Dreams were oﬁ.ﬂ despatched to earth under
Mercury's charge, to visit mortals.
Two gates led out of the valley of sleep,—one of
ivory, and the other of horn, The Dreams which
through the glittering gates of ivory were
delusive, while those which passed through th:rﬁnmtly
gate of horn were destined to come true in the course
of time.
% Of dreams, O stranger, some are meningless
And idle, and can never be fulfilled.

) Two portals are there for their shadowy shapes,
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Of ivory one, and one of born. The dresms
That come through the carved ivory deceive
With promises that never are made good 5
But those which pan the doon of polished horn,
And are beheld of men, sre ever true.”
Hemer (Bryant's tr.).

Dreams were also frequently sent through the gates
of horn to prepare mortals for misfortunes, as in the
case of Halcyone,

Ceyx and Haleyone
Ceyx, King of Thessaly, was once forced to part from
his beloved wife, Halcyone, to travel off to Delphi to
consult the oracle. 'With many tears this loving couple
parted, and Halcyone watched the lessening sail until
it had quite vanished from sight ; then she returned to
her to pray for her husband’s safe return, But,
alas| the gocrs E.nd decreed they should never meet
again on earth; and, even while Halcyone prayed, a
tempest arose which wrecked Ceyx's vessel, and caused
him and all his crew to perish in the seething waves.
Day after day the queen hastened down to the sea-
shore, followed by her attendants, to watch for the re-
turning sails of her husband’s vessel; and might after
night she lay on her couch, anxiously expecting the
morrow, which she ever fancied would prove auspicious.
The gods, sceing her anxiety, and wishing to prepare
her :E receive the news of Es death, and gespenP:lly to
view with some composure his corpse, which they had
decided should be washed ashore, sent a Dream to
visit her.
After assuming the face and form of Ceyx, the Dream
lided away through the i;te of horn, hastened to
El:l:yum:‘: bedside, and whispered that her husband
was dead, and that his hndywuemnowbdng:;:t
1
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up on the smooth, sandy beach by the salt sea waves.
With a wild cry of terror and grief, Hulcyone awoke,
and hastened to the sea-shore to convince herself that
the dream had been false; but she had no sconer
reached the beach, than the waves washed her husband’s
corpse to her feet.

To endure life without him seemed too great a task
for poor Halcyone, who immediately cast herself into
the sea, to perish beside him. Touched by grief so
real and intense, the gods changed both bodies into
birds, since known as lgI:Icyun birds, and decreed they
should ever live on the waters. These birds were said
to build their nests and hatch their young on the heav-
ing billows, and to utter shrill cries of warning to the
seamen whenever a storm threatened, bidding them
prepare for the blast, and hasten to shelter in port, if
they would not encounter the mournful fate of poor

Ce

E:mt, god of death, occupied one of the corners of
Somnus’ cave. He was a hideous, cadaverous-looki
deity, clad in a winding-sheet, and held an hour-glass
and a scythe in his hand. His hollow eyes were fixed
upon the sands of time; and when they had run out,
he knew some life was about to end, and sallied forth,
scythe in hand, to mow down his prey with relentless Jjoy.
Needless to say, this crucl deity was viewed by the
ancients with and dislike, and no homage was
offered him.

These two divinities were, however, but of slight
importance in the gencral scheme of ancient mythology,
in which Proserpina was generally regarded as the
emblem of death, and they were therefore little more
than local divinities, The Lacedemonians paid the

most heed to them, and invariably placed their stat
lili: by side, N £ eif
i
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As for Morpheus, the son as well as the prime
minister of Somnus, he was also called the F“d of
sleep, and mortals were wont to intercede for his good
offices. He is generally represented as slwiing child
of great corpulence, and with wings. Morpheus held
a vase in one hand, and poppies in the other, which he
gently shook to induce a state of drowsiness,—accord-
ing to him, the acme of bliss.

18y



CHAPTER XVII: £OLUS

The Home of Falus

OT very far away from the quiet realm of

N Somnus and Mors, but on the surface of the

earth, were the Aolian Islands, now known

as the Lipari Islands, where Eolus, god of the storm

and wimfs, governed a very unruly and turbulent
population.

e is said to have received his royal dignity from
the fair hands of Juno, and he was therefore specially
eager to obey all her behests. He is commonly reputed
to have married Aurora, or Eos, who gave him six
sons : i.e., Boreas, the north wind ; Corus, the north-
west wind ; Aquilo, the west wind ; Netus, the south-
west wind; Eurus, the east wind; and lastly, Zephyrus,
the gentle and lovable south wind, whose mission it
Was to announce to mortals the return of ever-welcome
- .

Zolus' five elder sons were of a noisy, roving, mis-
chievous, turbulent disposition, and and quiet
were utterly impossible to them, fa revent their
causing serious disasters, he therefore ruled them with
2 very strict hand, kept them closely confined in a
great cave, and let them loose only one at a time, to
stretch their limbs and take a little exercise.
** Eolus in & cxvern vasg
With balt and bareier fetters fast
Rebellious storm snd howling blast.
They with the rock's reverberant roar
blustering round their prison door s

He, throned on high, the sceptre Fwayy,
Controls their moods, their wrath allsys.*

Firgil (Conington's tr.).
Although very unruly indeed, the winds always
18
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obeyed their father's voice, and at his command, how-
ever reluctant, returned to their gloomy prison, where
they expended their impotent rage in trying to shake
its strong walls,

According to his own mood, or in conformity with
the gods’ request, AEolus either sent the gentler winds
to play among the flowers, or, recalling them, let the
fiercest of all his children free, with orders to pile up
the waves mountain-high, lash them to foam, tear the
sails of all the vessels at sea, break their masts, uproot
the trees, tear the roofs off the houses,—in short, to
do all the harm they possibly could.

% Now rising all at once, and unconfin'd,
From every quirter roan the rmhing winds
Fin, from the wide Atlantic Ocean’s bed,
Tempestuous Corus reans his dreadfil head,
Th' obedient decp his potent breath controls,
And, mountain-high, the foxmy fiood he rolls;
Him the North-gast encountering ficree, defied,
And back retmifeted the yielding tide,
‘The eurling surges lond conflicting meer,
Dash their proud heads, snd bellow as they beaty
While piercing Boress, from the Scythian strand,
Ploughs up the waves and scoops the lowest sand.
Nor Earus then, T ween, was left to dwell,
Nor showery Notus in th® Eolian cell,
But esch from every side, his power to bomt,
Ranged his proud forces to defend the coan.”

Lavan,

#Eolus, king of the winds, shared with Dadalus the
honour of inventing the sails which propel the shi
80 swiftly over the tide. It was he, too, who, accord-
ing to Homer, bound all his children but ene in a
leather bag, which he gave to Ulysses when the latter
visited /Molia. Thanks to this gift, Ulysses reached
the shores of Ithaca, and would have landed in safety,
had not his men, in view of port, untied the sack ;u

185
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investigate its contents, and thus set free the angry
winds, who stirred up the most frightful tempest in
mythic annals.

The ancients, and especially the Athenians, paid
particular attention to the winds, to whom they dedi-
cated a temple, which still remains, and is generally
known as the Tower of the Winds, or the Temple of
Molus. This temple is hexagonal, and on each side 2
flying figure of one of the winds is represented,

Eurus, the east wind, was generally depicted “as a
young man flying with great impetuosity, and often
appearing in a playful and wanton humour.” Notus,
or Auster, the south-west wind, “appeared generally
a5 an old man, with grey hair, 2 gloomy countenance,
& head covered with clouds, a sable vesture, and dusky
wings," for he was considered the dispenser of rain and
of aﬁ sudden and heavyshowers. Zephyrus, mild and
gentle, had & lapful of flowers, and, according to the
Athenian belief, was wedded to Flora, with whom he
was perfectly happy, and visited every land in turn.
Carus, the north-west wind, drove clouds of snow before
him ; while Aquilo, dreadful in appearance, caused cold
shivers to run down one's back at his mere sight,
Boreas, rough and shivering too, was the father of
rain, snow, Eujl‘ and tempests, and was therefore gene-
rally represented as veiﬁ in impenetrable clouds,
His favourite place of abode was in the Hyper-
borean Mountains, from whence he sallied forth on
wild raids. During one of these excursions he carried
off Orithyia, who always fled at his approach. But
all her fieetness could not save her ; she was over-
taken, and borne away to the inaccessible regions of
snow and ice, where he detained her, and made her his
wife. She became the mother of Zetes and Calais,—

';lén took part in the Argonautic expedition, and drove
i
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away the Harpies,—and of two daughters, Cleopatra
and Chione.

On another occasion, Boreas, having changed him-
self into a horse and united himself to the mares of
Dardanus, King of Troy, became the father of twelve
steeds so swift that none could overtake them.



CHAPTER XIX : HERCULES

Hercules and the Serpents

* Unto this thy son it thall be given,
With his broad heart to win his way to heaveni
Twelve labours shall he work 3 and all sccarst
Apd brutal things o'erthrow, brute men the wonitg
And in Trachinia shall the funeral prre
Purge his mortalitics away with fire ;
An?;u: thall mount mié’ the stars, and be
Acknowledg'd kin to those who envied thee,
And sent these den-born shapes to erush his destiny,*
Theweritns (Hunt's tr.),

HE ancients were not content to worship the

I gnds only, but also offered up sacrifices to a

ew mortals, who, by their heroic deeds and
virtuous lives, had won both admiration and respect,
Foremost among these heroes—generally designated by
the title of demi-gods—is Hercules (Heracles, Alcides),
son of Jupiter and Alemene, a mortal princess,

As soon as the tidings of Hercules' birth reached
Olympus, Juno began to plot how to destray her rival's
child. Two colossal serpents with poisonous fangs
were therefore despatched by her orders to attack the
babe in its cradle. The monsters crept along noise-
lessly, entered the palace unseen, twined themselves
around the cradle, and were about to crush the child
to death in their folds, when, to the utter astonishment
of the helpless attendants, little Hercules caught them
fast by the neck in each tiny hand and strangled them,

thus giving the first proof of the marvellons strength
which was to make him famous,

“Fint two dread Snskes 2t Juno's vengeful ned
Climb'd round the eradle of the sleeping God ¢
Waked by the shrilling hiss, and rusthing sound,

- And shrieks of fair attendants trembling round,



HERCULES' CHOICE

Their gasping throsps with clenching hands he holds ¢
And Death antwists their convoluted folds™ L

When Juno perceived how easily Hercules had escaped
from the danger which threatened him, she deemed it
useless to make another attempt to take his life, but
decided to vex his proud spirit by inflicting many petty
annoyances, and to prevent his enjoying any lasting
peace or happiness.

Toachieve this purpose, she first extorted from Jupiter
a decree that condemned Hercules to serve his cousin
Eurystheus—a mean and cowardly prince who ruled
over the kingdom of Argos—for a certain number of

ears.

Hercules® education was carefully attended to by
Chiren, a learned Centaur, who taught him how to use
all the different weapons, and trained him in all kinds of
athletic sports, The years by happily and swiftly,
until the time came when Hercules’ education was com-
pleted, and the whole world lay before him, full of
pleasant possibilities, and rich with many attractions.

Hercules' Choice

The youthful hero, dismissed by his instructor, now
aet out to seck his fortunes. He had not gone very far,
however, before he met two besutiful women, who
immediately entered into conversation with him, and
drew from him a confession that he was in search of
adventures, The women, Arete (Virtue) and Kakia
(Vice), each offered to be his guide, but bade him choose
which he preferred to follow.

Kakia, to induce him to follow her guidance, pro-
mised riches, ease, consideration, and love; while Arete,
a modest maiden, warned him that in her wake he would
be obliged to wage incessant war against evil, to endure
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hardships without number, and spend his days in toil

and vcrt{

Sir:nt[y ercules pondered for a while over these
two so dissimilar offers, and then, mindful of his tutor's
oft-repeated instructions, rose from his seat by the way-
side, and, turning to Arete, declared himself ready to
obey any command she might choose to give him,

** Young Hercules with firm disdain
Braved the soft smiles of Pleasure's harlos train i
To valiant toils his forceful limbs asign'd,
And gave to Virtue all his mighty mind.”
Darwin,

Courageously he then trod along the rough and
thorny path she pointed out, and patiently rmed
the various tasks she assigned him, delivering the op-
pressed, defending the weak, and redressing al wrongs.

In reward for these good actions he received the hand
of Megara, daughter of Creon, King of Thebes, in mar-
riage, and by her had three children, whom he tenderly
loved. But Juno was not at all satisfied to see him
leading such a peaceful and prosperous life, and to
interrupt its even course drove the hero mad.

Hercules' Madness

In a fit of delirium he threw his offspring into the
fire, and, we are told, slew his dearly beloved wife. Then
only he recovered his senses; and suffered agonies of
sorrow and remorse for the terrible crimes he had un-
wittingl_y committed. In his grief he withdrew to the
mountain solitudes, where he would probably have
~ lingered all the remainder of his life, had not
brought to him the decision of the gods that he was to
serve Eurystheus, King of Argos, for a twelvemonth.

The messenger god then offered to lead him to his
appointed taskmaster. But when Hercules learned he
190
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was doomed to beaslave, he fell into such 2 passion that
he nearly lost his reason again ; and instead of killing
noxious beasts, and winning the people's blessin

by his deeds of kindness, he wandered about stupidly
and aimlessly, until he finally perceived how vain was
his attempt to struggle nlgnimt fate, and, urged by his
chosen adtis.cr, Arete, voluntarily offered his services to
Eurystheus, who informed him that he must accom-

plish twelve great labours ere he could again be free,

The Nemean Lion

Eager to begin the appointed tasks,Hercules set out
first to find and destroy a monstrous lion, whose den was
in the Nemean Forest. Far and wide, throughout the
whole neighbourhood, this monster committed his de-
predations, carrying off cattle and sheep, men, women,
and children, to devour at his ease. | warned Her-
cules of the danger and difficulty of the undertaking,
described the failure of countless previous attempts to
slay the monster, and prophesied that he would never
return alive. The hero would not be dissuaded, but
entered the forest, tracked the lion to his den, grasped
him by the throat, and strangled him as he had strangled
the snakes in his infancy. Hethen skinned the monster,
whose shaggy pelt became his favourite covering.

* Bo from Nemea's den Alcides strode,
The lion's yellow spoil around his shoulders Bow'd.™
Flaccus (Elton's or).

The Hydra of Lerna

On his return to Argos to report the successful ter-
mination of his first task, Hercules was told to repair
to the marshes of Lerna, where lurked a seven-headed
serpent, the Hydra, and put an end to its career of
rapacity, for this snake devoured man and beast. Armed
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with a great sword, Hercules succeeded in cutting off
one of the seven heads; but he had no sooner done so,
than, to his dismay, he saw seven ather heads suddenly
spring from the bleeding stump. To prevent a ti-
tﬁ:rn of this unpleasant IEir:clc,FHtrculf: bade hisr:r];:nd
lolaus, who had accompanied him thither to view his
prowess, take a lighted brand and sear the wounds as
soon as inflicted. Thanks to this wise plan, the monster
was finally slain, although a friendly crab sent by Juno
to defend Hydra continually pinched Hercules® feet.
The hero, angry st this intervention, crushed the crab,
which, however, received its reward, for the Queen of
Heaven placed it in the sky as the constellation of
Cancer (the Crab). The country was thus freed from
its long state of thraldom ; but, before leaving the scene
of his second labour, Hercules dipped his arrows in the
Hydra's venomous blood, knowing well that any wound
they might inflict, however slight, would be sure to
prove fatal

The Stag of Cerynea.

The third task appointed by Eurystheus was the
capture of the golden-horned, brazen-footed stag of
Cerynea, whose fleetness was such that he seemed
scarcely to touch the ground. Hercules was obliged to
pursue this animal for many a weary mile before he
could overtake him ; and he only managed the capture
by driving him into a deep snowdrift, in a discant
northern land, from which he extricated him, and carried
him home in triumph,

The Erymanthian Boas

The same success crowned his fourth labour, the
capture of the wild bosr of Erymanthus in Arcadia,
Attacked by the Centaurs during the performance of
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THE CRETAN BULL

this labour, Hercules turned his deadly arrows upon
them,and accidentally wounded his belovea tutor Chiron,
who was coming to settle the dispute. Vainly the hero
applied every healing herb. The wound was mortal,
and Chiron died ; but in reward for his good offices the
gods transferred him to the sky, where he is known as
the constellation Sagittarius,

The Augean Stables

Hercules was next sent to Augeas, King of Elis, who
had immense droves of cattle. The stables usually
occupied by these animals were in an incredibly filthy
state, as they had not been cleaned for years; and now
Hercules was given the task to remove the accumulated
flth, and make 2 complete purification of the building,
Close by these stables rushed a torrent, or rather a
river, the Alpheus. Hercules, with one glance, saw
the use he could make of this rushing stream, which he
dammed and turned aside from its course, so that the
waters passed directly through the stables, carrying away
all impurities, and finally washing them perfectly clean.

4“4 Nothing else

Could clean the Augean stables”

Wardieerth,

When Hercules saw that the work of purification
was thoroughly accomplished, he guided the stream
back to its original bed, and rcmrnﬂﬂm:'tu announce
that the fifth labour was accomplished. The fabulous
filth of the Augean stables, and the radical methods
employed for their cleansing, have given rise to pro-

verbial expressions still in current use,

The Cretan Bull

_Hercules next journeyed off to Crete to accomplish
his sixth task, the capture of a mad bull given by
N 193
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Neptune to Minos, king of the island, The had
sent the animal w?:’h dirEctif:ms that he should bgfﬂimd
up in sacrifice ; but Minos, charmed with his unasual
size and beauty, resolved to keep him, and substituted
a bull from his own herds for the religious ceremony.

Angry at seeing his express command so wantonly
disobeyed, Neptune maddened the bull, which rushed
wildly all over the island, causing great damage. This
animal Hercules, with his usual strength and skill,
caught and bound fast, thus finishing the sixth task,

The Steeds of Diomedes

He then hastened on to Thrace, where Diomedes,
the king, kept some fine coursers, which were fed on
human flesh. In order to obtain a sufficient supply of
fresh meat for his horses, Diomedes had dec that
all strangers who ventured into his kingdom should
be seized, and, when sufficiently fat, executed, and served
up in his horses’ mangers, To punish Diomedes for
this long-continued barbarity, Hercules threw him to
his own horses, which were then led off to Eurystheus,
as a token that the seventh labour was completed.

Hippolyte's Girdle

Now, at the court of Eurystheus was his beautiful
daughter, Admete, a vain princess, who delighted in
dress and jewels, and who was never happier than when
she obtained some new ornament or article of a .
One day Admete heard a traveller describe a girdle
worn by Hippolyte, queen of the Amazons, and was im-
mediately seized by the desire to possess the ornament.

She imparted this wish to Eurystheus, who, delighted
to gratify her as long as he could do so without taking
any personal risk or trouble, sent Hercules in quest of
:.I;: coveted jewel The journey to the land of the
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Amazons—a fierce, warlike nation of women—mwas long
and dangerous ; but Hercules travelled on undaunted,
nor paused, except when his services were needed in
furthering some good work for mortals, until he reached
their land, presented himself before their queen, and
boldly explained the cause of his presence. Hippolyte
listened to his explanation and request with queenly
condescension, promised to consider the matter, and
meanwhile bade him feast and rest in her palace.

Hercules would have succeeded in this undertaking
without any trouble, had not Juno suddenly remem-
bered his existence, and resolved to continue her never
entirely forgotten persecutions. In the guise of an
Amazon, she mingled among the women, and artfully
spread the report that Hercules had really come to
kidnap their queen, and that the rr:t:nded quest of the
girdle was a mere excuse, and only intended to distract
their attention from his real purpose. The Amazons
yiclded implicit belief to these rumours, flew to arms,
and surrounded their queen.

®=The Amazons array their ranks,
In painted arms of radiznt sheen
Around Hippolyte the queen.”
Firgil (Coningten's tr.).

The assembled force then attacked Hercules, who
met their onslaught single-handed, defeated them, and
finally bore away the pnze he had risked so much to
obtain, It was on his homeward journey from this
expedition that he saved Hesione, Laomedon’s daughter,
from the jaws of the sea monster who was about to
devour her as he had devoured many a fair Trojan
maid before,

The Stymphalian Birds
Eurystheus, well pleased with the manner in which

Hercules had accomplished cight out of the twelve
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tasks, bade him now go forth and slay the dangerous,
brazen-clawed birds which hovered over the stagnant
waters of Lake Stymphalus. The poisoned arrows
now served him in good stead, and enabled him to put
a speedy end to the whole flock.
** His arrows slew
The monsters hov'ring fell Scymphalus round.™

The Cattle of Geryones
Hercules was next t?ld to capture the divine cattle
of ones, a giant of Erythea. On his way home
wims mawdiaus herd, Hercules paused on Mount
Aventine, where, during the night, the loathsome giant
Cacus stole some of his cows, To punish him for this
theft Hercules forced his way into his cave, attacked
him, and, after 8 memorable encounter, slew him. The
animals were soon after delivered into the hands of
Eurystheus, who then sent Hercules in search of the
Golden Apples of the Hesperides, daughters of Hes-
erus, god of the West, and also known as the Evening
m‘
e e
All that the Ig:r:h Elmmljlmm :?;‘:;'
The sheep, the goat, 0 the weloome fald g
Thou In-ﬁm'n the child, too, to his mother’s side.”
Sappha (W, H. dppleton’s br).
The Hesperean Apples
This commission sadly perplexed Hercules, for he
did not know in what portion of the world he would
find these apples, which had been given to Juno as &
wedding present, and which she had entrusted to the
care of the Hesperides.  After numerous journeys and
many inguiries, Hercules discovered that I:gnm maidens
had carried these apples off to Africa, hung them on a
tree in theﬁn.rdcn, and placed the dragnn%..-ldun at its
foot to guard their treasures night and day. Unfortu-
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nately no one could tell Hercules in what part of Africa
the garden of the Hesperides might be situated : so he
set out at a venture, determined to travel about until
he gained some information. On his way he met with
many adventures, and saw many strange sights. For
instance, he first met the nymphs of the Eridanus River,
and, questioning them about the golden apples, was told
to consult old E«Iereus, god of the sea, who would

ably be able to give him some information on the subject.

Hercules, having surprised this aged divinity while
asleep on the sea-shore, held him fast, in spite of the
multitudinous transformations he underwent in the
vain hope of frightening his would-be interlocutor
away. In answer to Hercules' question, he finally very
reluctantly bade him seek Prometheus, who alone would
be able to direct him aright.

In obedience to this advice, Hercules went to the
Caucasian Mountains, where, on the brink of a mighty
precipice, he found Prometheus, still bound with
adamantine chains, and still a prey to the ravenous
vulture, To spring up the mountain-side, kill the
cruel bird, snap the adamantine chains, and set free
the benefactor of all mankind, was the work of but a
few minutes for such a hero as Hercuales ; and, in grati-
tude for the deliverance he had so long sought in vain,
Prometheus directed Hercules to his brother Atlas,
telling him he would be sure to know where the apples
could be found.

Hercules wended his way to Africa, where Atlas
dwelt, and on his way passed through the land of a
diminutive race of men, called Pygmies, who were so
small that they lived in constant dread of their neigh-
bours, so much larger and stronger than they, and of
the cranes, which passed over their country in great
fiocks, and sometimes alighted to devour their harvests.
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To guard against these constant inroads, the Pygmies
finally accepted the services of Antmus, a giant son of
Ga, who generously offered to defend them against all
theirenemies. When these little people, therefore, saw
Hercules' mighty form looming up in the dim distance,

called aloud for fear, and bade Antaus go forth
and kill the new invader, who, they wrongly fancicd,
had evil designs against them.

Proud of his strength, Ant=us went to meet Hercules,
and defied him. A fierce struggle was the immediate
result of this challenge, and, as the combatants were of

ual size and strength, the victory scemed very uncer-
tain. At last Hercules felt his great strength begin to
fail, and noticed that every time his adversary touched
the ground he seemed to renew his vigour. He there-
fore resolved to try and win by strategy, and, watching
his opportunity, seized Antzus round the waist, raised
him from the ground, and held him sloft in his powerful
embrace.

The giant strugpled with all his might to get free ;
but Hercules held him fast, and felt him grow weaker
and weaker, now that he wes no longer sustained by
his mother Earth, from whom he derived all his
strength, until at last his struggles ccased, and he hung
limp and lifeless in Hercules' crushing embrace.

%Lifts prood Anteeus from his mother-plain,
And with strong grasp the struggling giant straine
Back falls his fainting head and clammy hair,

Writhe his weak limbs, and flits his life in ajr”
Darwin,

Now that the gigantic defender of the Pygmies no
longer blocked his way, Hercules travelled onward in
search of Atlas, whom he finally found supporting the
heavens on his broad shoulders. Atlas listened atten-

tively to all Hercules had to say, declared he knew where
39t
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the apples could be found, and promised to get them
if the ﬂm would only relieve him of his burden for a
little while. Glad to accomplish his purpose so easily,
Hercules allowed the burden of the heavens to be
transferred to his shoulders, and Atlas hastened off to
fulfil his part of the agreement.

From afar the giant saw the golden fruit glittering
in the sunshine. Stealthily he drew near, entered the
gardens, slew the dragon in his sleep, plucked the apples,
and returned unmolested to the place where he had left
Hercules. But his steps became slower and slower;
and as he neared the hero, he could not help thinking
with horror of the burden he must so soon resume, and
bear for centuries, perhaps, without relicf.

This thought oppressed him. Freedom was so sweet
that he resolved to keep it, and, coolly stepping up to
Hercules, announced that he would carry the golden
apples to Eurystheus, and leave him to support the
heavens in his stead. Feigning a satisfaction which he
was very far from feeling, Hercules acquiesced, but
detained Atlas for a moment, asking him to hold the
heavens until he could place a cushion on his shoulders.
Good-natured, as giants proverbially are, Atlas threw
the apples on the grass beside him, and assumed the
incumbent weight ; but Hercules, instead of preparing
to resume it, picked up the apples, leaving Atlas alone,
in the same plight as he had found him, there to re-
main until some more compassionate hero should come
and set him free.

“There Atlas, son of great Ispetos,
With head in:lint:'-tl:: ever-during arms,
Sustains the spacions heavena”
Hesdod,

It was during the course of one of his mighty labours

that Hercules, with one wrench of his powerful arm,
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tore a cleft in the mountains, and allowed the waters
of the Sea to flow into Oceanus ; and ever since, the
rocks on either side of the Strait of Gibraltar have
borne the name of Hercules' Pillars,

The twelfth and last task appointed by Eurystheus
was the most difficult of all to perform, Hercules was
commanded to descend into ll-;cldu and bring up the
dog Cerberus, securely bound.

 But for the last, to Pluto”s dresr abode
* Through the dark jaws of Tenarus he went,
To drag the triple-headed dog to light?*
Euripides (Parter's er.),

This command, like all the others, was speedily
obeyed ; but Eurystheus was so terrified at the aspect
of the triple-headed dog, from the foam of whose
dripping jaws the nightshade sprang, that he took
refuge in a huge jar, and refused to come out until
Hercules had carried the monster back to his cave.

The twelve appointed labours were finished ; the
time of bondage was ended ; and Hercules, a free man,
could wander at his own sweet will, and enjoy the happi-
ness of freedom. A roaming existence had, from force
of habit, become a necessity : so the hero first journeyed
to Olympia, where he instituted games to be celebrated
every fifth yearin honour of Jupiter, his father. Thence
he wandered from place to piace, doing good, and came
to the house of Admetus, where he was surprised to
find all the court in mourning,

His sympathetic inquiries soon brought forth a
full account of Alcestis' sacrifice of her own life to
ensure the immortality of her hushand, The hero's
heart was touched by the king's loneliness ; and he
again braved the terrors of Hades, and brought

Alcestis  back from the and tored to
her husband's arms,_ i - o
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HERCULES AND DEIANEIRA

Hercules took a prominent part in many heroic
enterprises. Among others, he joined in the Argonsutic
expedition, in the battle between the Centaurs and
Lapithe, in the war of the gods and giants, and in the
first siege of Troy, which proved successful.

Hercules and Omphale

But the hero, although so lately escaped from servi-
tude, was soon obliged to return into bondage ; for in
a fit of anger he slew a man, and was m:ﬁ:mn:d by
the assembled gods to serve Omphale, Queen of Lydia,
for a certain period of time.

No great deeds were now required of Hercules,
whose strength was derided by his new mistress, and
who, governing him easily by his admiration for her,
m:d:%lim submit to occupations unworthy of a man,
and, while he was busy spinning, decked herself i his
lion's skin, and brandished his renowned club.

#His lion spoils the laughing Fair deman
And gim'P::]: divaff :ﬁ hialmhu'd b,::dl.:."
Darwin.

However unworthy these effeminate tasks may scem
for such a hero, they proved very agreeable indeed to
Hercules, who, having fallen in love with his new
mistress, seemed to wish nothing better than to remain
her slave for ever, and end his days in idleness and
Etmur:. Great labours were awaiting his mighty arm,
owever; and the gods, at the appointed time, freed
him from his bondage to the Lydian queen, and bade

him go forth and do all the good in his power,

Hercules and Defaneira
In the course of his wanderings, Hercules next met
Deianeira, daughter of (Eneus, and, having fallen in
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love with her, expressed a desire to marry her. But
unfortunately another suitor, the river god Achelous,
had already won the father's consent.

" Achelous came,
The river god, to ask a father's voice,
And wmatched me to hiv arma™

Sephacles (Frawckiin's tril

So sure was this suitor of his attractions, that he did
ROt even deem it necessary to secure the maiden’s gaod
graces ; and when Hercules made known his love, she
immediately promised to marry him, if he would only
free her from the lover her father would fain force
upon her. Delighted to be able to win his bride and
punish his rival at the same time, Hercules challen
Achelous; and now began a wrestling match, the fame
of which has come down to us through all the inter-
vening centuries.

Achelous was an opponent worthy of Hercules, and,
besides, took advantage of his power to change his form
at will, further to perplex and harass the sturdy hero.
At last he assumed the shape of a bull, and with
lowered horns rushed toward Hercules, intending to
toss him aside. The hero, skilfully avoiding his first
onset, seized him by one of his great thick-set horns,
and held it so firmly that all the bull's efforts to free
himself from his powerful grasp were vain, until the
horn broke.

The Goddess of Plenty, the Attican Fortuna, a wit-
ness of this strange combat, appropriated the broken
horn, stuffed her treasures in jits hollow, and was so
well pleased with the effect, that she decreed it should
htnccfcrt'h be one of her attributes. The fight, only
::;npannly suspended, was now resumed with re-



THE STORY OF NESSUS

doubled ardour, for each of the lovers was intent
upon winning the hand of the fair Deianeira,
* Warm, snd more warm the conflict grow:
Dire was the noise of rattling bows,
Q| front to front opposed, and hand to hand ¢
r? wras the animared strife

De
Fot lore, for conquest, and for lie™
Ssphecles (Framchlids or.),

The victory, though long uncertain, finally rested
with Hercules, who triumphantly departed with his
hard-won bride, for his destiny would not permit him
to tarry long in any place. Instead of wandering alone
now, with none to cheer or sympathise, Hercules had
Deiancira ever at his side; and after many days they
came to the river Evenus, whose usually shallow and

ceful waters were swollen and turbid, for violent
rain-storms had recently swept over that portion of the

country.

The Story of Nessus

Hercules paused for 2 moment to contemplate the
stream, and glanced about for some safe mode to
transport Deiancira across, While he was thus con-
sidering, a Centaur by the name of Nessus came to his
assistance, and proposed to carry the fair young bride
to the other shore in complete safety, if she would but
consent to mount upon his broad back.

¥ The hoary centaur, who was wont for hire
To bear the traveller o'er the rapid food
OF deep Evenm ¢ not with oan or mil
He stemimn'd the torrent, bat with nervons arm
Opyposed and pan'd it 7 me, when fint a bride
I left my father’s hoapitable roof
With my Alcides, in his arma he bore

Athwart the currents”
Sgpacies (Fraschin's ir.).
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Hercules, only too glad to avail himself of the Cen-
taur’s kind offer of assistance, quickly helped Deianeira
t0 mount, saw them descend into the water, and pre-
E:rned to follow, holding his bow and arrows aloft in one

d, and breasting the waves with the other,

Now, the Centaur Nessus did not often have the
g:nd fortune to carry such a pretty passenger as

iancira over the river, and as he swam he made u
his mind to gallop off with her as soon s he reach
the opposite shore. All his strength and energy,
thcr:fgre, were called into requisition ; and when he
reached the shore, instead of ausing to allow his fair
burden to dismount, he set oEP as fast as he could run.

A loud shriek from Deianeira attracted Hercules'
attention, and a second later one of his poisoned arrows
had brought the would-be ravisher to the ground,
pierced through the heart, With dying accents the
Centaur Nessus professed repentance, and bade
Deiancira take his robe,—but slightly stained with the
blood which gushed from the wound inflicted by the
poisoned arrow,—and keep it carefully, for it had
magic power ; and if she ever found her husband’s love
waning, he assured her that, could she but induce him
to put it on, all his carly affection would revive, as pure
and fervent as during their courtship.

** Tuke
This white robe. Tt is coatly. See, my blood
Ha stained {t bt 3 Jingle. Ididm:g:
1 know it, and repent me. If there come

Leesic Morris,

Deianeira gratefully accepted the proffered ift, and
promised to treasure im mefuﬂy, althoﬁlgh she
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sincerely hoped she would never be called upon to
make use of it, Years passed by. Hercules often left
Deianeira to deliver the oppressed and relieve the
suffering, for people came from great distances to ask
for his aid 3 and although his absences were sometimes
prolonged, he always returned to her side, as !ﬂving as
ever, and she had no cause for complaint. ~ Finally duty
took him back to the court of Eurytus, where he beheld
Iole, whom he had seen and loved in the beginning of
his career, but whom he had been obliged to leave to
fulil his arduous tasks. She was still young and
charming, and his first glance into her sweet face
rekindled all his former passion. Day after day he
lingered by her side, forgetful of duty, Deianeira, and
all but his first dream of love and happiness. When
absent, Deiancira was wont to hear rumours of his
heroic achievements ; but on this occasion the only
report which reached her ear was that he had returned
to his allegiance to his first love, and this roused her
jealousy, so long dormant.

Finally she heard that Hercules was wending his way
homeward again, and her heart bounded with joy, but
only to sink more heavily when told that he was accom-

jed by lole and a numerous train. Then she re-
membered the long-forgotten gift of the Centaur, With
trembling hands she sought the glittering robe, gave it
to a messenger, and bade him hasten to meet Hercules,
and prevail upon him to wear it for his triumphant
return. The messenger, Lichas, hastened to do her
bidding, and Deiancira waited with fast-beating heart
for the success of her venture,

# | only wish the charm may be of
T'o win Aleides from this virgin' iuﬂ,

And bring him back to Delaneira’s arms,”
Sophocler ( FranchBa's er.)
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Lichas acquitted himself faithfully of his errand ; and
Hercules, viewing the costly garment, and anxious to
appear to his best advantage before the bright eyes of
lole, immediately donned the richly embroidered robe.

He had no sooner put it on, than the Centaur’s
poisoned blood began its deadly work. First he ex-
perienced 2 burning, l:in%'ng sensation, which ran like
fire through every vein,  Vainly he tried to tear off the
fatal garment. 1t clung to his limbs, and the poison
ate its way into his flesh, until the pain was greater than
he could bear.

In his rage at the trick which had been played upon
him, he seized Lichas—the unfortunate bearer of the

isoned robe—by the foot, and flung him from the
E:i:'hu of Mount (Eta down into the sea, where he
perished.

“And Lichas from the top of (Bta threw
Into th' Euboic Sce.”
Miims,

The Death of Hercules

Then, resolved to end these unendurable torments
by a death worthy of his whole lite, Hercules called
his servants, and bade them build his funeral pyre on
the mountain J:ak; but they, in tears, refused ta abey,
for they could not bear the thought of parting with
their beloved master, Commands and entreatics alike
failed to move them: so Hercules climbed up the
mountain side alone, tore up the huge oaks by their
roots, flung them one upon the other until he had rajsed
a mighty ﬂrdc, upon which he stretched his col
pain-racked limbs, and bade his friend Philoctetes set
fire to the stupendous mass.

At first Philoctetes also refused to do his bidding;
but, bribed by the promise of the world-renowned

p:émnc& arrows, he finally consented to do as Hercules
2



THE DEATH OF HERCULES

wished, and the red flames rose higher and higher, the
wood crackled and burned, and the hero was soon
enveloped in sheets of flames, which purged him from
all mortality. y

Then Jupiter came down from his glorious abode,
caught the noble soul in his mighty arms, and bore it
off to Olympus, there to dwell in happiness for ever
with Hebe, the fair goddess of youth, whose hand was

given him in marriage,

* Till the god, the easthly pars forsaken,
From the man i fames asunder taken,
Drank the heavenly cthers’ rnﬂr breath,

Joyous in the pew, unwonted lightiess,

Earth's dark, heary burden loat in death.
High Olympus gives barmonions gresting
To the hall whers reigns his sire adored §
Youth's bright poddes, with a blush ar meeting,
Gives the nectar to ber Jord."
Fehiller (5. G. Blvor).

Hercules, the special divinity of athletic sports and
of strength, was principally worshipped by y\:m.nf
men. He is generally represented in art as a tall,

werfully built man, with a small, bearded head, a
ion's skin carelessly thrown over his shoulder, and
leaning upon a massive club,

“ Great Alcides, stooplng with his il
Rests on his club*

F"lr

It is said that some of the games celebrated at
Olympia were held in his honour; although originally
instituted by him in honour of Jupiter, his father.
The Nemean Games, celebrated in the forest of Nemea,
the scene of his first great labour, were the principal

e5 held in Greece in commemoration of his noble
ceds and early death.
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CHAPTER XX : PERSEUS

Acrisivs aod Danas
TI—IE life of Acrisius, King of Argos, had been 1

burden to him ever since the unfortunate day

“when an oracle had predicted that he would be

killed by his grandson. Until then the king had been

very fond of his only child, Danae, and until then, too,

had thought with pride of the time when he would

bestow her hand in marriage upon the noblest of all
who came to woo.

Now his plans were all changed, and his only wish
was to keep her unmated,—a somewhat difficult task,
for the maiden was very fair, and Acrisius knew that
the wily God of Love would endeavour to find some
way to outwit him and bring his plans to paught.
After much thought, Acrisius decided to lock Danae
up in a brazen tower, sround which he stationed guards
to prevent any one from even approaching the captive
princess.

But, although safely concealed from the eyes of men,
Danaz was plainly seen by the everlasting gods ; and
Jupiter, looking down from Olympus, beheld her in
all her loveliness and in all her loneliness. She was
scated on top of her brazen tower, her eyes wistfully
turned toward the city, where girls of her age enjoyed
freedom, and were allowed to marry when they pleased.

The Shower of Gold

Jupiter, pitying her isolation and admiring her
beauty, resolved to go down and converse with her for
a little while. To avoid being seen, he changed him-
sclf into & golden shower, and gently dropped down on

the turret beside her, where his presence and spirited

:ginvemﬁnn s0on won the maiden's heart,
z
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DANAE AND HER BABE

# Tlanae, in a brazen rower
Where no love was, loved a shower.”
Skelley.

This first successful visit was frequently repeated,
and Danse no longer felt lonely and deserted, for
Jupiter spent most of his time with her, pursuing his
courtship most diligently, and finally winning her to a
secret marriage, to which no one offered the slightest
objection, as no one suspected his visits, which he con-
tinued quite unmolested. i

But one morning the guards rushed in terror to
Acrisius’ palace to announce that Danae, his daughter,
had given birth to & son, who, on account of his beauty,
was called Perseus. The king no sooner learned this
astonishing news, than he flew 1nto a great rage, vowed
that mother and child should perish, and despatched
the guards to fetch the unfortunate victims.

Danae and her Babe

Acrisius, however, was not cruel enough to stain
his own hands with his child’s blood, or to witness her
execution : so he ordered that she should be placed in
an empty cask with her helpless infant, and exposed
to the fury of the waves. These orders were speedily
executed ; and Danae's heart sank with terror when she
felt the cask buffeted about by the great waves far out
of sight of land, and out of aﬁ r of help, Clasp-
ing her babe close to her bosom, she fervently prayed
the gods to watch over them both, and bring them in
safety to some hospitable shore,

# When round the well-fram'd ark the blowing blast
Roar'd, and the heaving whirlpools of the deep
With rough’ning surge seem’d threatening to o'erturs
The wide-tost vessel, not with tearless cheeks
The mother round her infant gently twined
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Her tender arm, and cried, * Ah me | my child
What safferings [ endure! thou aleep'st the while,
Inhaling in thy milky-breathing breass

The balm of ilumbes.’ ™
Simenides (Elag"s 1r.),

Her piteous prayer was evidently heard, for, after
much tossing, the cask was finally washed ashore on
the Island of Seriphus, where Polydectes, the king,
kindly received mother and child. Here Perseus, the
golden-haired, grew to manhood, and here made his
first appearance in games and combats,

In the meanwhile Polydectes had fallen in love with
Danae, and expressed his desire to marry her; but
Danae did not return his affection, and would not
consent. Angry at her persistent refusal of his
posals, Polydectes wished to compel her to obey, and
thereby incurred the wrath of yo Perscus, who
loudly declared that none should dare force his mother
as long as he were there to defend her. This boast
did not at all allay the monarch's wrath ; and, hoping
to get rid of the young boaster, he bade him go forth
and slay Medusa, if he wished to convince people that
his bravery was real.

The Gosgons

This Medusa was one of the three Gorgons. Her
sisters, Euryale and Stheno, although immortal, had
never had any claims to beauty ; but Medusa, when
only a girl, had been considered very handsome indeed.
Her home, in 2 land where the sun never shone, was
very distasteful to her, so she entrested Minerva to
let her go and visit the beautiful sunny south,

But when Minerva refused to grant her wish, she
reviled the goddess, and declared that nothing but a

conviction that mortals would no longer consider her
ile









THE GORGONS

beautiful if they but once beheld Medusa, could have
prompted this denial. This presumptucus remark so
incensed Minerva, that, to punish her for her vanity,
she changed her beautiful curling locks into hissing,
writhing serpents, and decreed that one glance into her
still beautiful face would suffice to change the beholder
into stone.
# Fatal Beanty | thou didst seem

The phantom of some fearful dream,

Extremes of horror and of love

Alternate o'er our senser maove,

An, rapt and spellbound, we rarvey

The baorrid coils which round thee play,

And mark thy wild, enduring smile,

Lit by no mortal fire the while,

Formed to attract all eyes to thee,

And et their withering blight to be

Thy myiterions to congeal

And life's blood ity warmth to steal,

To petrify the mortal cla

In its fint gleam of wild dismay,

Is a dresd gift to one like thee,

Cursed with a hateful desting."”

Mrs. St. Jebs,

The gods, who had carefully watched over Perseus
through his childhood and youth, now decided to lend
him their aid, so that he might successfully accomplish
the great task of slaying Medusa. Pluto lent him a
magic helmet, which made the wearer invisible at will ;
Mercury sttached his own winged sandals to the youth's
heels, to endow him with great rapidity of flight ; while
Minerva armed him with her own mirrorlike shield,
the dreadful Egis.

“ Minerva thos to Perseus lent her ahield
Secure of conguest, sent him to the Geld:
The hero Iﬁé whar the quees ordain’d,
So was his fame complete.
Prisr,
st
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Another account relates that Perseus received the
sandals and helmet, together with a magic pouch in
which to carrythe head of Medusa, from the Hesperides.

Thus equipped, Perseus flew northward until he came
to the land of perpetual darkness, the home of the
Graem, three horrible sisters, who possessed but one eye
and one tooth, which they handed about and used in
turn, and who were the only living beings cognisant of
the place where Medusa dwelt,

Invisible by virtue of his magic helmet, Perseus drew
mear the cave without fear of detection, and intercepted
the eye while on its way from onesister to another. As
soon #s it was safe in his possession, he spoke to them,
promising to restore it iﬁh:y would only give him
accurate directions for finding Medusa. The sisters,
eager to recover the treuurrﬁ eye, immediately gave
the desired information ; and Perseus, having honour-
ably fulfilled his share of the contract, departed in search
of Medusa,

Perseus at last perceived the Gorgons' home in the
dim distance; and, 2s he was fully aware of Medusa’s
Kctriﬁ:in proclivities, he advanced very cautiously,

olding his shicld before him at such an angle that all
surrounding objects were clearly reflected on its smooth,
mirrorlike surface,

He thus discovered Medusa asleep, raised his sword,
and, without looking at anything but her mirrored form,
severed l't:r head from her body, seized it in one hand,
and, holding it persistently behind his back, flew away
in Frut haste, lest the two remaining Gorzons should
fall upon him and attempt to avenge their sister’s death.

Perseus then swiftly winged his way over land and
sea, carefully holding his ghastly tro y behind him;
and as he fiew, Medusa's blood trick ed down on the
hot African sand, where it gave birth to a race of
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PERSEUS AND ATLAS
poisonous reptiles destined to infest the region in future
ages, and cause the death of many an adventurous ex-
plorer. The drops which fell into the sex were utilised
by Neptune, who created from them the famous winged
steed called Pegasus.

8 And the life drops from thy head
On Libyan mnds, by Perseu thed,
Sprang a mnrgin¥ race from thee—
Fell types of artful mystery,”
Mri. 8t Fokn,

Perseus and Atlas

The return journey was long and wearisome, and on
his way the hero had many adventures. Once, when
fiying high above a mountainous country, he caught a
glimpse of Atlas, his pale face turned up to the heavens,
whose weight he had patiently borne for many a long
year,—a burden which seemed all the more grievous
after the short taste of freedom he had enjoyed while
Hercules stood in his place,—

* Supporting on his shoulders the vast pillar
Of Heaven and Earth, a weight of cumbroms grasp.”
Aickylas (Patier's tr.),

When Atlas saw Perseus flying toward him, hope
revived, for he remembered that fate had decreed that
it was this hero who was to slay the Gorgon ; and he
thought that, if he could but once gaze upon her stony
face, he would be free from pain and weariness for
ever. As soon as the hero was within hearing, Atlas
therefore addressed him as follows :

“*¢ Hasten now, Perseus, and let me look upon the
Gorgon’s face, for the agony of my labour is well-nigh
greater than I can bear,” So Perseus hearkened unto
the word of Atlas, and he unveiled before him the dead

face of Medusa. Eagerly he gazed for a moment on
213
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the changeless countenance, as though bencath the
blackness of great horror he yet saw the wreck of her
ancient beauty and pitied her for her hopeless woe.
But in an instant the straining eyes were stiff and cold ;
and it seemed to Perseus, as he rose again into the pale
yellow air, that the grey hairs which streamed from the
giant's head were like the snow which rests upon the
peak of a great mountain, and that in place of the
trembling limbs he saw only the rents and clefts on 2
rough hillside."

Thus the mere sight of Medusa changed Atlas into
the rugged mountains which have since borne his name;
and, as their summits are lost in the clouds, the ancients
supposed they sustained the full weight of the heavenly
vault,

The Story of Andromeda

Thence Perseus flew on until he reached the sea-shore,
where a strange sight greeted him. Away down on the
“rock-bound coast,” so near the foaming billows that
their spray continually dashed over her fair limbs, a
lovely maiden was chained fast to an overhanging rock.
This maiden was the princess Andromeda. To atone
for the vanity of her mother, Cassiopeia, who claimed
she was fairer than any of the sea nymphs, she had
been exposed there as prey for a terrible sea monster
sent to devastate the homes along the coast.

An oracle, when consulted, dec that the monster
would not depart until Andromeda was sacrificed to his
fury; and Perseus could even now perceive the reced-
ing procession which had solemnly accompanied her to
the appointed place of sacrifice, and chained her fast.

{'ht the same time, too, he saw the waters bhelow the
maiden lashed to foam by the monster's tail, and the

:::In of his hideous body slowly rising out of the
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THE STORY OF ANDROMEDA

water. Fascinated by this horrible sight, the maiden’s
eyes were fixed on the monster. She did not ses the
rapid approach of her deliverer, who, dauntless, drew his
sword fErum its scabbard, and, swooping down, attacked
the monster, cheered by the shouts of the people, who
had seen him, and now rushed back to witness the
slaying of their foe,

*On the hills 2 shout
Of joy, snd on the rocks the ring of mail;
And while the hun IH'{I,II'I glostiog eyes
W:reimdnm:,r{ni; tim ue of gold
And blazing shield, who with mmg blade
Fell on the monster, Long the conflic faged,
Till all the rocks were red with blood and slime,
And yet my champion from those horrible jaws
And dresdiul coils was scathlen,®

Lewis Morrin:

Of course, this fierce struggle could have but one
conclusion; and when Perseus had slain the monster,
freed Andromeda from her chains, and restored her to
the arms of her ovc?uyed parents, they immediately
offered any reward he might be pleased to claim,
When he, therefore, expressed a desire to marry the
maiden he had so bravely rescued, they gladly gave
him her hand, although in carly youth the princess
had been promised to her uncle Phineus.

Preparations for the marriage were immediately
begun; and the former suitor, who had been too
cowardly to venture a single blow to deliver her from
the monster, prepared, nevertheless, to fight the rival
who was about to carry off his promised bride. Un-
bidden he came to the marriage feast with a number
of armed followers, and was about to carry off Andro-
meda, when Perseus, bidding his adherents stand behind
him, suddenly unveiled the Medusa head, and, turning
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its baleful face towands Phineus and his followers,
changed them all into stone,

“'Mid the fabled Libyan bridal stood
Persens in stern tranquillity of wrath,
Half stood, half foated on his snkie plumes
Qut-swelling, while the bright face on his shicld

Looked into stone the raging fray.”
= Milman,

The interrupted marriage feast was now resumed ;
and when it was over, Perseus took his bride to Seriphus,
There, hearing that Polydectes had dared to ill-treat
his mother because she If:?ﬂ refused to accede to his
wishes and become his wife, he changed the importunate
king into a rock by showing him his Medusa trophy,
gave the kingdom to the king's brother, and, accom-
q_‘"i"d by wife and mother, returned to his native land.

he borrowed helmet, sandals, and shield were all duly
restored to their respective owners, and the Medusa
head was given to Minerva in token of gratitude for
her help. Greatly pleased with this gift, the goddess
sct it in the centre of her terrible ZEgis, where it re-
I.'.I'tﬁncd all its petrifying power, and served her in many
a hght.

Arrived at Argos, Perseus discovered that a usurper
had claimed his grandfather’s throne. To hurl the
unlawful claimant from his exalted seat, and compel
him to make full restitution and atonement, was but
a trifle for the hero who had conquered Medusa 3 and
Acrisius, now old and weak, was taken from the prison
where he languished, and restored to his wonted
?“ﬂﬁmb}' the very youth he had been taught to

ear,

But the gods’ decree was always sure to be fulfilled
sooner or later ; and one day, when Perseus was play-
:‘:g quoits, he accidentally killed his grandfather. To









THE STORY OF ANDROMEDA
remain at Argos, haunted by the memory of this in-
voluntary crime, was too painful for him: so he
exchanged his kingdom for :muth:r, that of Mycens,
which he ruled wmclly and well. When Perseus died,

after a lon cg and glorious reign, the gods, who had
always loved him, placed him among the stars, where
he can still be mn, with his wife Andromeda, and

mother-in-law Cassiopeia,

=y



CHAPTER XXI: THESEUS
The Childhood of Theseus

‘:irHEN yet but a very young man, BEgeus,
King of Athens, journeyed off to Treszene,
where he fell in love with and married 2

beautiful young princess by the name of ZEthra. For
some reason, which mythologists do not make known,
the king was forced to return alone to Athens; but
ere he departed he concealed his sword and sandals
beneath a stone, bidding his wife remember, that, as
soon as the strength of their son Theseus permitted,
he must raise the rock, take the sword and sandals,
and come and join him in Athens, where he should be
introduced to the people as his son and heir. These
instructions given, /Egeus bade a fond farewell to his
wife and infant son, and returned home.

As the years passed by, they brought strength,
beauty, and wisdom to Theseus, whose fame began to
be published abroad. At last /Ethra deemed him
strong enough to raise the rock beneath which his
father's trusty weapon lay; and, conducting him to
the spot where it was, she told him the whole story,
and bade him try his strength.

Theseus immediately obeyed. With a mighty effort
he raised the rock, and, to his great satisfaction, found
the sword and sandals in a perfect state of preservation.
Sword in hand, he then set out for Athens,—a Inng
and dangerous journey. He proceeded slowly an
cautiously, for he knew that many dangers lurked along
his pathway, and that ere he reached his father's city
he would have to encounter both giants and monsters,
who would strive to bar his way.

He was not at all mistaken in his isions ; for

'Il‘a;mun:mmrmlylun to sight erc he came across
s
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the giant Periphetes, son of Vulcan, who stood in the
road and attacked with a huge club, whose blows were
generally fatal, all who strove to pass.  Adroitly
evading the giant's first onslaught, Theseus plunged
his sword deep into his huge side ere he could renew
the attack, and brought him lifeless to the ground.

Theseus then disarmed his fallen foe, and, retaining
the club for future use, continued his journey in peace,
until he came to the Isthmus of Corinth, where two
adventures awaited him. The first was with a cruel
giant named Sinis, nicknamed The Pine-bender, whose
usual practice was to bend some huge pine until its
top touched the ground, and call to any unsuspecting
passer-by to seize it and lend him a helping hand for
s moment, Then, as soon as the innocent stranger had
complied with his request, he would suddenly let go
the pine, which, freed from his gigantic grasp, sprang
back to its upright position, n.ng hurled the unfortu-
nate traveller away up into the air, to be dashed to
pieces against the rocky mountain-side.

Theseus, who had already heard of the giant's
stratagem, skilfully eluded the danger, and finally
caused Sinis to perish by the same cruel death which
he had deait out to so many others.

In one place the Isthmus of Corinth was exceedingly
narrow, and the only practicable pathway led along a
rocky ledF:, guarded by a robber named Sciron, who
forced all who tried to pass him to wash his feet,
While the traveller was thus engaged, and knelt in the
narrow pathway to do his bidding, he would suddenly
raise his foot, kick him over the side, and hurl him
down into the sca below, where a huge tortoise was
ever waiting with dE;:Ping jaws to devour the victims.

Instead of yielding to Sciron’s exactions, Theseus
drew his sword, and by his determined bearing so

2i9
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terrified the robber, that he offered him a free passage.
This offer, however, did not satisfy Theseus, who said
he would sheathe his sword only on condition that
Sciron performed for him the menial office he had
imposed upon so many others, Sciron dared not refuse,
and obeyed in fear and trembling ; but he was doomed
never to molest any one ngain,'gr Theseus kicked him
over the precipice, into the breakers, where the tortoise
feasted upon his remains with as keen a relish as upon
former victims,

After disposing of another world-renowned robber,
Cercyon {;h: Wrestler), Theseus encountered Pro-
crustes (The Stretcher), a cruel giant, who, under
pretext of entertainment, deluded travellers into enter-
tng his home, where he had two beds of very different
dimensions,—one unusually short, the other unusually
long. If the unfortunate traveller were a short man,
he was put to bed in the long bedstead, and his limbs
were pulled out of joint to make him fit it 3 but if; on
the contrary, he were tall, he was assigned the short
bed, and the superfluous length of limb was lopped off
under the self-same pretext.” Taking Procrustes quite
unawares, Theseus gave him a faint idea of the suffer-
ings he had inflicted upon others by making him try
cach bed in turn, and then, to avoid his continuing these
evil practices, put an end to his wretched existence.

Theseus successfully accomplished a few more ex-
ploits of a similar character, and finally reached Athens,
where he found that his fame had preceded him,

The first thing that he heard upon his arrival was
that Egeus had just married Medea, the enchantress;
but, although the news was v unwelcome, he hastened
to his father's court, to n:-:ie himself known, and
received the welcome promised so many years before.
:l'itdl:l, seated by AEgeus' side, no sooner saw the young
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stranger draw near, then she knew him, and foresaw
that he had come to demand his rights. To prevent
his making known claims which might interfere with
the prospects of her future offspring, she hastily
mixed & deadly poison in a cup, which she filled with
fragrant wine, and bade /Egeus offer it to the stranger,

The monarch was about to execute her apparently
hospitable purpose, when his eye suddenly rested upon
the sword at Theseus’ side, which he immediately
recognised. One swift glance into the youth's open
face convinced him that /Ethra’s son stood before him,
and he eagerly stretched out his arms to clasp him to
his heart, This sudden movement upset the goblet,
and the poisonous contents, falling upon a dog lying
at the king's feer, caused his almost instantancous
death, J;lSa:-l:ir.g her c;‘:m: discovered and Theseus
recognised, Medea quickly mounted her magic on
m?glhzd fled to M:ﬁia, whence she never rtlﬂrni?g

One day, some time after his arrival at Athens,
Theseus heard a sound of weeping and great lamen-
tation throughout all the city, and in reply to his
wondering inquiries was told, that ever since an unfor-
tunate war between the Cretans and Athenians, the
latter, who had been vanquished, were obliged to pay
a yearly tribute of seven youths, and as many maidens,
destined to serve as food for the Minotaur, Further
questions elicited the fact that the Minotaur was a
hideous monster, kept by Minos, King of Crete, in an
intricate labyrinth, constructed for that express purpose
by Dedalus, the far-famed architect.

% There lived and flourithed long 2go, in famons Athens town,
One D=dalus, & carpenter of genius and renown ;
{"T'was he who with an sogur tught mechanics how to bore,—
Aa ant which the philowophen monopolised before.)"

21
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Daedalus and Iearus

This labyrinth was so very intricate, that those who
entered could not find their way out; and even
Drdalus and his son Icarus, after many days' attempt,
found they could not leave it. Rather than remain
imprisoned for ever, Dzdalus then manufactured wings
for himself and for his son, and determined to make
use of them to effect his escape,

“ Now Dadslm, the carpenter, had made 2 pair of wings,

Contrived of wood and festhen and » cunning set of rprings,

By means of which the wearer could ascend to any beighe,
And sail sbout amang the clouds 2 easy as 3 kite, e

After repeated cautions to his son not to venture too
high, lest the sun's heat should melt the wax which fixed
the feathers to the frame, Dedalus bade Icarus don his
plumage and fly to a country where they would be free,
promising to follow him thither very shartly.

“4My Icarus ! * he says; * 1 warn thee
Along the middle track: nor low, nor ighs
If low, thy plumes may flag with ocean's ipray §
If high, the sun may dart his fiery esp.' ™
Owid (Eltad's ir).

Delighted with this new mode of travel, lcarus fiew
swiftly along. Little by little he forgot the danger and
his father's caution, and rose up higher and higher,
until he could bask in the direct rays of the ardent
sun. The heat, which seemed so gra after his chilly
flight, soon softened and melted the wax on his wings ;
and Icarus, no longer supported by the light feathers,
sank down faster and faster, until he fell into the sea,
where he was drowned, and which, in memary of him,
bears the name of Icarian to this day,

* His scattered plumage danced mpon the wave
Axnd sorcowing Nereids decked E?:wuuy gr;m:
a1
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THE MINOTAUR

O'er his pale cone their pearly sea-Howens shed,
And strewed with crimson moss his marble bed ;

Struck in their coral towess the Etuing kell,
And wide in ocean tolled his echoing knell”

The Minctaus

This terrible story kindled Theseus” love of adven-
ture, and still further stren u}'ll:m:d him in his sudden
resolve to join the mo con try his mﬁ
against the awful Minotaur, and, i ;:msihl:, save hi
country from further similar exactions.

4 While Attica thus groan'd, with ills opprese;
His country’s wrongs inflam’d brave Theseus' breasty
Instant his gen'rous soal resolv’d to save
Cecrops’ great offipring from a timeless grave”
Catnllar.

Even his father’s tears and entreaties were powerless
to move him from his purpose, and, the hour having
come, he embarked upon the black-sailed vessel which
was to bear the yearly tribute to Crete, promising to
change the black sails for snowy white ones if he were
fortunate enough to return victorious.

Favourable winds soon wafted the galley to distant
Crete, and as they sailed along the coast, searching for
the harbour, they were challenged by the brazen giant
Talus, who walked daily thrice around the whole i -
killing, by contact with his red-hot body, all who had
no business to land on that coast. Knowing, however,
that the black-sailed galley brought a fresh supply of
iy;uthz and maidens for the termble Minotaur, Talus

it pass unharmed ; and the victims were brought
into the presence of Minos, who personally inspected
each new freight-load, to make sure he was not being
cheated by the Athenians,

At the monarch’s side stood his fair daughter Ariadne,

3
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whose tender heart was filled with compassion when she
beheld the frail maidens and gallant youths about to
perish by such 2 loathsome death, right
of his birth, claimed the precedence, and proffered a
request to be the first victim—a request which the kin
granted with a sardonic smile, ere he returned nmnovj
to his interrupted feast.

Unnoticed by all, Ariadne slipped out of the palace,
and, under cover of the darkness, entered the prison
where Theseus was confined. There she trem ingly
offered him a ball of twine and 2 sharp sword, bidding
him tie one end of the twine to the entrance of the
labyrinth, and keep the other in his hand as x clue to
find the way out again should the sword enable him
to kill the dreaded Minotaur. 1In token of gratitude
for this timely assistance, Theseus solemnly promised
Ariadne to take her with him to Athens as his bride,
were he only successful in his undertaking.

At dawn the next day Theseus was conducted to the
entrance of the labyrinth, and there left to await the
tender mercies of the Minotaur. Like all heroes, he
preferred to meet any danger rather than remain inac-
tive: so, mindful of Ariadne’s instructions, he fastened
his twine to the entrance, and then boldly penetrated
into the intricate ways of the labyrinth, where many
whitening bones phu:{; revealed the fate of all who had
preceded him.

He had not gone very far before he encountered the
Minotaur,—a creature more hideous than fancy can
paint,—and he was obliged to use all his skill and in-
genuity to avoid falling a prey to the monster's appetite,
and all his strength to lay him low at last,



THE ESCAPE FROM CRETE

The Escape from Crete
The Minotaur slain, Theseus hastily retraced his
footsteps.
& And the slender clue,
Pr:pu;i in l-m;thby th’ ﬂ:n;:mn.:'d maid,
Tm“ ta = LE ]
e curv'd labyrin steps mmc‘wh

Arrived at the place where his ship rode at anchor,
he found his companions and Ariadne awaiting him,
and, springing on board, bade the sailors weigh anchor
as quickly as possible. They were almost out of reach
of ‘t]hl: Cretan shores, when Talus came into view, and,
perceiving that his master’s prisoners were about to
escape, leaned forward to catch the yessel by its rigging.
Theseus, seeing this, sprang forward and dealt the giant
such a bluw,ngm he lost his balance and fell into the
deep sea, where he was drowned, and where thermal
springs still bear witness to the heat of his brazen body.

The returning vessel, favoured by wind and tide,
made but one port, Naxos; and here youths and
maidens landed to view the beautiful island. Ariadne
strayed a and threw herself down upon the ground
to rest, w before she was aware of it, sleep overtook
her. Now, although very brave, Theseus was not very
constant. He h:f already grown weary of Ariadne’s
love ; and, when he saw her thus asleep, he basely sum-
moned his companions, embarked with them and set
sail, leaving her alone upon the island, where Bacchus
I»ITH came to console her for the loss of her faithless

ver,

Theseus, having committed & deed heinous in the
eyes of gods and men, was doomed to suffer just

ishment. In his preoccupation he entirely forgot
is promise to change the black sails for white ; and
v 515
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Zgeus, from Attica’s rocky shore, seeing the sable
sails when the vessel was yet far from land, immediately
concluded that his son was dead, and in his grief cast
himself into the sea, since known as the Fgean, where
he perished.
“ As from a mountain's sowy top are driv'n
The rolling clouds, by the rude blasts of heav'n;
8o from the mem'ry of Lot Theseus fied
Those dictates, which before his reason sway'd s
But now his father from the ramparns’ heighe,
All bath'd in tears, directs his eager sight;
(Ver the wide sea, disended by the gale,
He spics, with dread smaze, the lurid il ™
Carsllus.

Theseus, on entering the city, heard of his father's
death; and when he realised that it had been caused
by his carelessness, he was overwhelmed with grief and
remorse. All the cares of royalty and the wise
measures he introduced for the happiness of his people
could not divert his mind from this terrible catastrophe :
s0 he finally resolved to resign his authority and set
out again in search of adventures, which might help
him forget his woes, He therefore made an excursion
into the land of the Amazons, where Hercules had
preceded him, and whence he brought back Hippolyte,
whom he married. Theseus wus now very happy
indeed, and soon all his hopes were crowned by the
birth of a son, whom he called Hippolytus. Shortly
after this joyful event, the Amazons invaded his
country under pretext of rescuing their kidnapped
queen, and in the battle which ensued Hippolyte was
accidentally wounded by an arrow, and breathed her
last in Theseus' arms,

Theseus next set out with an Athenian army to fight
Pirithous, king of the Lapithe, who had dared to
declare war ; but when the armies were face to face, the
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THE CENTAURS AND THE LAPITHE
two chiefs, seized with a sudden liking for each other,
simultaneously cast down their weapons, and, falling
on cach other's necks, embraced, and swore an eternal
friendship.

The Ceataurs and the Lapithe

To show his devotion to this newly won friend,
Theseus consented to accompany him to the court of
Adrastus, King of Argos, and witness his marriage to
Hippodamia, daughter of the kmri Many guests
were, of course, present to witness the marriage cere-
mony, among others Hercules and a number of the
Centaurs. The latter, struck with admiration for the
bride’s unusual beauty, made an attempt to kidnap her,
which was frustrated by the Lapithe, seconded h{
Theseus and Hercules. The ternible struggle whic
ensued between the conflicting parties has ever been a
favourite subject in art, and is popularly known as the
“ Battle between the Centaurs and Lapithe."

The hotly contested bride did not, however, enjoy a
very long life, and Pirithous soon found himself, like
Theseus, a disconsolate widower. To avoid similar
bereavement in future, they both resolved to secure
goddesses, who, being immertal, would share their
thrones for ever, Aided by Pirithous, Theseus
carried off Helen, the daughter of Jupiter, and, as
she was still but a child, entrusted her to the care of
his mother, /Ethra, until she attained a suitable age for
matrimony., Then, in return for Pirithous' kind
offices, he accompanied him to Hades, where they
intended to carry off Proserpina,

While they were thus engaged, Helen's twin
brothers, Castor and Pollux, came to Athens, delivered
her from captivity, and carried her home in triumph.
As for Theseus and Pirithous, their treacherous inten-
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tion was soon discovered by Pluto, who set the first on
an enchanted rock, from which he could not descend
unassisted, and bound the second to the constantly
revolving wheel of his father, Ixion.

When Hercules was in Hades in search of Cerberus
he delivered Theseus from his unpleasant position,
and thus enabled him to return to his own home,
where he now expected to spend the remainder of his
life in peace,

Although somewhat aged by this time, Theseus was
still anxious to marry, and looked sbout him for a wife
to cheer his loneliness, Suddenly he remembered that
Ariadne’s younger sister, Phedra, must be a charmin
young princess, and sent an embassy to obtain her
in marriage. The embassy proved successful, and
Phzdra came to Athens; but, young and extremely
beautiful, she was not at all delighted with her aged hus-
band, and, instead of falling in love with him, bestowed
all her affections upon his son, Hippol a virtuous
youth, who utterly refused to listen to her proposals to
clope. In her anger at finding her advances scorned,
Phedra went to Thescus and accused Hippolytus of
lttemming to kidnap her, Theseus, greatly incensed at
what he deemed his son's dishonourable behaviour, im-
plored Neptune to punish the youth, who was even then
riding in his chariot close by the shore. In answer to
this prayer, 1 Emt wave suddenly arose, dashed over
the chariot, and drowned the young charioteer, whose
lifeless corpse was finally Aung ashore at Phedra's feet.
When the unfortunate queen saw the result of her false
accusations, she confessed her crime, and, in her remorse
and dﬁ{p&ir, hung herself,

As for Thmm, soured b? [h:'t m[cﬂ mi‘fﬂf.
tunes, he €W 50 stern and tyrannical, that he gradually
alienated peaple’s affections, until ac last they hated
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THE CENTAURS AND THE LAPITHAE
him, and banished him to the Island of Scyros, where,
in obedience to a secret order, Lycomedes, the king,
:rm:htmu:g slew him by hurling him from the top
of a steep cliff into the sea. As usual, when too late,
the Athenians repented of their ingratitude, and in a
fit of tardy remorse deified this hero, and built a magnifi-
cent temple on the Acropolisin his honour. This build-
ing,now used as a museum, contains many relics of Greek
art, Theseus’ bones were piously brought back, and
interred in Athens, where he was long worshipped as a
demi-god,
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CHAPTER XXII : JASON

The Education of Jason

T lolcus, in Thessaly, there once reigned a
virtuous king, JEson, with his good wife,
Alcimede. Their happiness, however, was

soon disturbed by Pelias, the king's brother, who,
zided by an armed host, took forcible possession of the
throne. /Eson and Alcimede, in fear of their lives,
were forced to resort to a hasty and secret flight,
taking with them their only son, Jason.

The king and queen soon found a place of refuge,
but, afraid %ﬂt their hiding-place should be discovered
and they should all be slain by the cruel Pelias, they
entrusted their son to the Centaur Chiron, revealing
to him alone the secret of the child's birth, and bidding
him train him up to avenge their wron

Chiron discharged his duties most faithfully, trained
the young prince with great care, and soon made him
the wisest and most skilful of his pupils, The years
spent by Jason in the diligent acquisition of know-
ledge, strength, and skill passed very quickly ; and at
last the time came when g!l;imn made known to him
the sccret of his birth, and the story of the wrongs
inflicted by Pelias, the usurper, upon his unfortunate

ts

This tale aroused the young prince’s anger, and made
him solemnly vow to punish his uncle, or perish in the
attempt. Cliiron encouraged him to start, and in part-
ing bade him remember that Pelias alone had injured
him, but that all the rest of the human race were en-
titled to any aid he could bestow. Jason Histened
respectfully to his tutor's last instructions; then, girding
on his sword and putting on his sandals, he set out on
his journey to Iolcus.

b



JASON AND JUNO

Jasoo and the Goddess Juno

It was early in the spring, and the young man had
not gone very far before he came to a stream, which,
owing to the unusual freshets of the season, was almost
impassable. Jason, however, quite undaunted by the
rushing, foaming waters, was about to attempt the cross-
ing, when he saw an aged woman not far from him, gazing
in helpless despair at the waters she could not cross.

Naturally kind-hearted and helpful, and, moreover,
mindful of Chiron's last recommendation, Jason offered
the old woman his assistance, proposing to carry her
across on his back if she would but lend him her staff to
lean upon. The old woman gladly accepted this offer;
and a few moments later, Jason, bending beneath his
strange load, was battling with the rapid current.

After many an effort, breathless and almost exhausted,
Jason reached the opposite bank, and, after depositing
his burden there, scrambled up beside her, casting a
rueful glance at the torrent, which had wrenched off
one of his golden sandals, He was about to part from
the old dame with a kindly farewell, when she was
suddenly transformed into a tall, handsome, imperious-
looking woman, whom, owing to the peacock by her
side, he immediately recognised as Juno,queen of heaven.
He bent low before her, and claimed her aid and pro-
tection, which she graciously promised ere she vanished
from his sight.

With eager steps Jason now pressed onward, nor
paused until he came in view of his native city. As he
drew near, he noticed an unusual concourse of people,
and upon inquiry discovered that Pelias was celebrating
a festival in honour of the immortal gods. Up the
steep ascent leading to the temple Jason hastened, and
pressed on to the innermost circle of spectators, until
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he stood in full view of his enemy Pelias, who, uncon.
scious of coming evil, continued offering the sacrifice.

At last the ceremony was completed, and the king
cast an arrogant fh“m over the assembled people, His
eyes suddenly fell upon Jason's naked foot, an he grew
pale with horror as there flashed into his memory the
recollection of an ancient oracle, warning him to beware
of the man who np]Iaa.md before him wearing but one
sandal. Pelias tremblingly bade the guards bring forth the
uninvited stranger, His orders were obeyed; and Jason,
confronting his uncle boldly, summoned him to make a
full restitution of the power he had so unjustly seized,

Phryxus and Helle

To surrender power and wealth, and return to
obscurity was not to be thought of ; but Pelias artfully
concealed his displeasure, and told his nephew that they
would discuss the matter and come to an amicable
understanding after the banquet, which was already
spread and awaiting their presence. During the festive
meal, bards sang o% all the heroic deeds accomplished
by great men; and Pelias, by judicious flattery, stimu-
lated Jason to attempt nimif‘ar feats, At Jast the
musicians recited the story of Phryxus and Helle, the
son and daughter of Athamas and Nephele, who, to
escape the cruel treatment of thejr stepmother, Ino,

mounted & win Iden-fleeced ram sent Neptune
to transport th:gr:d ;ng?:ulchi:. oy Nep

The ram flew over Jand and sca; but Helle, frightened
at the sight of the waves tossing far beneath her, sud-
denly lost her hold on the golden ficece, and tumbled off

the ram's back into a portion of the ince kn a9
the Hellespont, v i o

* Where beauteons Helle found a watery grave,”
¥ Meleager,



THE QUEST OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE

Phryxus, more fortunate than his sister, resched
Colchis in safety, and in gratitude to the gods sacrificed
the ram they had sent to deliver him, and hung its
golden fieece on a tree, near which he stationed a dragon
to guard it night and day, The bards then went on
to relate that the glittering trophy still hung there,
awaiting a hand bcﬁd enough to the dragon and
bear it off,

This tale and his liberal potations greatly excited the
youth Jason; and Pelias, perceiving it, hypocritically
regretted his inability to win the golden fleece, and
softly insinuated that young men of the present genera-
tion were not brave enough to risk their lives in such a
glorious cause, The usurper’s crafty remarks had the
desired effect; for Jason suddenly sprang from his seat,
and vowed he would go in quest of the golden fleece.
Pelias, quite certain that the rash youth would lose his
life in the attempt, and thus cause no more trouble, with
much difficulty restrained all expressions of joy, and
dared him to make the attempt.

& With terror struck, lest by young Jason's hand
His crown should be rent from him, Peliss songht
By machinations dark to slay his foe.
From Colchiy® realm to bring the golden feece
He charged the youth,"
Orphic Argonsutics,

The Quest of the Golden Fleece
When Jason, sobered and refreshed by a long night’s
rest, perceived how foolish had been his vow, he would
fain have recalled it; but, mindful of Chiron's teachings
ever to be true to his word, he resolved to depart for
Colchis, To secure Juno's assistance, he began by
visiting her shrine at Dodona, where the oracle, a
Speaking Oak, assured him of the goddess's will
and efficacious protection, Next the Speaking Oak bade
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him cut off one of its own mighty limbs, and carve
from it a figure-head for the swift-sailing vessel which
Minerva, at Juno's request, would build for his use
from pine-trees grown on Mount Pelion.

Jason, having finished his figure-head, found that it
too had the gift of speech, and that it would occasion-
ally vouchsafe sage counsel in the direction of his affairs,
When quite completed, Jason called his vessel the Arge
(swift-sailing), and speedily collected a crew of heroes
as brave as himself, among whom were Hercules, Castor,
Pollux, Peleus, Admetus, Theseus, and Orpheus, who
were all glad to undertake the perilous journey to lands
unknown. To speed them on their way, Juno then
bargained with Zolus for favourable winds, and forbade
any tempest which might work them harm.

*Then with a whistling breeze did {:ﬂn fill the ail,
And Args, sell-impell’d, shot swift before the gale™
Owsmacrissy (Elen's 1r.).

The Story of Hylas

On several occasions the heroes landed, either to
renew their stock of provisions or to recruit their
strength, but in general every delay brought them some
misfortune. Once Hercules, having landed with a youth
named Hylas to cut wood for new oars, bade the youth
g0 to a neighbouring spring and draw a pitcher of
Water to quench the thirst produced by his exertions.
The youth promptly departed : but as he bent over the
f?unmu, the nymphs, enamoured of his beauty, drew
him down into their moist abode to keep them company,
Hercules, after vainly waiting for Hylas' return, went
in search of him, but, finding no trace of his young
friend, in his grief and disappointment he refused to
continue the expedition, and, deserting the Argonauts.
mﬂ: his way home alone and on foot.
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THE STORY OF HYLAS

On another occasion, when Jason visited Phineus,
the blind king of Thrace, he heard that this monarch’s
life was embittered by the Hl:;pi:;. vile monsters, part
woman, part bird, who ate or befouled all the food placed
before him, and never let him eat a mouthful in peace,
Having repeated this tale to his companions, the two
sons of Boreas, who were also in the Argo, begged per-
mission to drive them away. Jason could not
their request ; and the two youths, with drawn swords,
pursued the Harpies to the Strophades Islands; where
the birds promised to remain.

Jason, sailing on in the meantime, was attacked by a
flock of brazen-feathered birds, which rained their sharp
plumage down upon the Argonauts, wounding many of
them sorcly. The captain of the cxpedition, seein
weapons were of no avail against these foes, consul
the figure-head, and, in nﬁdiﬂnm to its directions,
clashed his arms against his shield, until, terrified by
the din, the brazen-feathered birds fiew rapidly awa
uttering discordant cries of terror,

Some time during the course of their journey the
Argonauts came to the Symplegades—floating rocks
which continually crashed together, and ground to
powder all objects caught between them. Jason knew
he was obliged to pass between these rocks or give u
the expedition : so, calculating that the speed of his
vessel was equal to that of a dove on the wing, he sent
one out before him. The dove flew safely between the
rocks, losing only one of its tail-feathers as they again
clashed together. Watching his opportunity, thcrnﬁ:m,
Jason bade his men row swiftly. The Arge darted
through the opening, and, when the rocks again came
into contact, they merely grazed the rudder. Thus, as
% vessel had passed between them unharmed, their power
for evil left them, and they were chained fast to the
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bottom of the sea, near the mouth of the Bosphorus,
where they remained immovable like any other rocks.
The Argonauts, after other adventures far too nume-
rous to recount in detail, reached the Colchian shores,
and presented themselves before ZEetes, the king, to
whom they made known their errand. Loath to part
with his golden treasure, ZEctes declared that, before
Jason muﬁi abtain the fleece, he must catch and harness
two wild, fire-breathing bulls dedicated to Vulcan, and
make use of them to plough a stony piece of pround
sacred to Mars. This done, he must sow the field with
some dragon’s teeth, as Cadmus had done, conquer the
giants which would :Ering up, and, last of all, slay the
guardian dragon, or the fleece would never be his.

The Princess Medea

One of these tasks would have sufficed to dismay
most youths, however brave, but Jason was of hero
mould, and merely hastened down to his vessel to ask
the figure-head how he had better proceed. On his way
to the sea-shore he met the king's daughter, Medea, a
beautiful young sorceress, who had been charmed by
his modest but firm bearing, and who was quite ready to
bring her magic to his aid if he would but promise to
marry her. Jason, susceptible to her attractions, and
frec from any conflicting ties, readily agreed to her
proposal, and, carrying out her directions, caught and
harnessed the fiery bul ploughed the field, and sowed
it with the dragon’s teeth,

“And how he yoked i

Aad with the dragons” et o rcashing! ey glowd,
Owemacrites (Bloa's 1r.).

But when he saw glittering spears and helmets grow

f;lﬁt of the ground, and beheld the close ranks of gunts



THE PRINCESS MEDEA

in full armour, he was filled with dismay, and would
have fled had it been possible. However, aware that
such a performance would ensure his ruin, he stood his
ground, and, when the phalanx was quite near him,
threw a handful of dust full in the ts' faces.
Blinded with the sand, the giants attacked one another,
and in a short time were exterminated.
“ They, like swift dogs,

Ranging in fercensss, on each other turn'd

Tumultuous battle. On their mother earth

By their own spean they sank § like pines, or caks,

Eurr'dhj'lvhi.rl'iudlnlhumnhhdll:."

Apoliomins Rhedius (Elten's tr),
Accompanied by Medea, Jason next hastened to the
tree where the dragon kept over his treasure.
. An opiate prepared by Medea's magic skill soon made
the dragon forget his charge in a profound sleep, and
enabled Jason to draw near enough to sever his fright-
ful head from his hideous trunk. Jason then tore the
coveted fleece from the branch where it had hung for
many & year, and bore it in triumph to the Argo.
* Exulting Jason grasped the shiniog hide,
His last of labours, and his envied pride,

Slow from the groaning branch the flecce was rent.”
Flascnt (Elton's trl)s

His companions, who had made ready for a hasty
de re,were already seated at their oars; and as soon
as he had embarked with Medea and her attendants,
the Arge shot out of the Colchian harbour.

“ How softly stole from home the luckless-wedded maid,
Through darkness of the night, in liven robe array'd §
By Fate o drgo led, and urged by soft desice,
Nos yet regarding sught her father’s furiom ire.”
Onwmacritut (Elten's tr),

When morning dawned and ZEetes awoke, he heard
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that the dragon was slain, the flecce stolen, his daughter
gone, and the Grecian ship far out of sight. No time
was lost in useless wailing, but & vesse] was hurriedly
launched and manned, and the king in person set out
in pursuit of the fugitives, who had, moreover, taken
his most precious treasure, his only son and heir,
Absyrtus.  Although the Colchian men were good
sailors and skilful rowers, they did not eatch sight of
the Argo until they came near the mouth of the Danube,
and ZEetes wildly called to his daughter to return to
her home and to her father,

** Suay thy rash Right ! and, from the distant muin,—
For oh ! thou canst, my daoghter,—turm dgain,
Whither depart § the vessel backward Meer;
Thy frieads, thy still fond father, wait thee here,” "
Flaccns (Blogw's #.).
The Death of Absyrius
But Medea had no wish to be torn away from Jason's
arms, and, instead of listening to her father's entreaties,
urged the Argonauts to redoubled efforts. Little by
little the distance between the two vessels grew less;
the Colchian rowers were gaining upon the Greek ; and
Medea saw that, unless she found means to delay her
father, he would overtake her and compel her to return,
With her own hands she thercfore slew her little
brother, Absyrtus, and cut his body into pieces, which
she dropped over the side of the vessel one by one.
fEetes, a helpless witness of this cruel, awful deed,
piously collected his son's remains, and, in pausing to
do so, lost sight of the Argo, and all hope of recovering
his unnatural daughter : 5o he returned sadly to Colchis,
where he buried his son's remains with due solemnity.
Meanwhile, Pelias had reigned contentedly over
¥, confident that Jason would never return,

ln:agim his dismay, therefore, when he heard that the
=3
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THE DEATH OF ABSYRTUS

Areo had arrived, bearing Jason, now the proud
mﬁm of the renowned golden fieece. Ere he m
take measures to maintain his usurped authority, Jason
appeared, and compelled him to resign the throne in
favour of the rightful king, ZEson.

Unfortunately, AEson was now so old and decrepit,
that power had no charms for him: so Jason
Medea to use her magic in his behalf, and restore him
to the vigour and beauty of his early manhood. To
gratify Jason, Medea called all her magic into play, and
by some mysterious process restored Mson to all his
former youth, strength, activity, and grace,

# Medea's spells disperned the weight of yean,
And ZEswon wood a youth "mid rnu.thfuf peen™
IFordrecorch,

As soon as Pelias, daughters heard of this miraculous
transformation, they hastened to Medea and implored
her to give them the recipe, that they might rejuvenate
their father also. The sorceress maliciously bade them
cut their father’s body into small picces, and boil them
in a cauldron with certain herbs, declaring that, if the
directions were carefully carried out, the result would
be satisfactory ; but, when the too credulous maidens
carried out these instructions, they only slew the father
whom they had so dearly loved.

Days and years now passed happily and uneventfully
for Jason and Medea; but at last their affection for
each other cooled, and Jason fell in love with Glauce, or
Creusa. Frantic with jealousy, Medea prepared and
sent the maiden a magic robe, which she no sooner
donned than she was seized with terrible convulsions,
in which she died, Medes, still full of resentment
against Jason, then slew her own children, and, mount-
ing her dragon car, departed, leaving a message for
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Jason, in which she warned him tha: the Argo would
yet cause his death.

Jason, a victim of remorse and despair, now led 2
weary and sorrowful life, and every day he wandered
down to the shore, where he sat under the shade of the
Argo's hulk, which was slowly rotting away. One day,
while he was sitting there musing over his youthful
adventures and Medea’s strange prophecy, a sudden
gale detached a beam, which, fl?l‘i:ng on his head, frac-
tured his skull and caused instantaneous death,

The Argonautic expedition is emblematic of the first
long maritime voyage undertaken by the Greeks for
commercial purposes; while the golden fieece which
Jason brought back from Colchis is but a symbol of the
untold riches they found in the East, and carried to
their native land.



CHAPTER XXIIl : THE CALYDONIAN
HUNT

The Birth of Meleager
NEUS and Althea, King and Queen of
Calydon, in ZEtolia, were very happy in
the possession of a little son, er,
only & few days old, until they heard that the Fates had
decreed the child should live only as long as the brand
then smoking and crackling on the hearth. The parents
were motionless with grief, until Althza, with true
mother’s wit, snatched the brand from the fire, lunged
it into an earthen jar filled with water, quenched the
flames which were consuming it, and, carcfully laying
it aside, announced her intention to keep it for ever.

Meleager, thus saved from an untimely death by his
mother's presence of mind, grew up & brave and hand-
some youth, and joined the Argonautic expedition,
While he was absent, his father omitted the yearly sacrifice
to Diana, who, enraged at his neglect, sent a monstrous
boar to devour his subjects devastate his realm.
Meleager, on his return, gathered together all the brave
men of the country, and instituted 2 great hunt, whose
main object was the capture or death of the obnoxious
boar.

Jason, Nestor, Peleus, Admetus, Theseus, Pirithous,
and many other great heroes, came at his call ; but the
attention of all the spectators was specially attracted by
Castor and Pollux, and by the fair Atalanta, daughter of
Iasius, King of Arcadia. This princess had I:? a very
adventurous life, for when but a babe, her father, dis-
appointed to sec a daughter instead of the longed-for
son, had ex her on Mount Parthenium to the
fury of wild s, Some hunters, pmini there shortly
after this, found a she-bear suckling the babe, who
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evinced no sign of fear, and in compassion they carried
her home, where they trained her to love the chase.

The grand Calydonian Hunt was headed by Meleager
and Atalanta, who were very fond of each other, and
who boldly led the rest in pursuit of the boar. From
one end of the Calydonian forest to the other the boar
fied, closely pursued by the hunt, and was at [ast
brought to bay by Atalanta, who succeeded in dealing
him a mortal wound. But even in his dying struggles
the boar would have killed her, had not Meleager come
to her rescus and given him his death-blow.

All the hunt now gathered round the boar’s corpse,
and watched Meleager take its spoil, which he gallantly
bestowed upon Atalanta. Althea's two brothers were
present at the hunt, and, as they wished to possess the
skin, they bitterly reproved their nephew on their way
home for giving it to a stranger. They added taunts
to this reproof, which so angered Meleager that, in a
sudden fit of ion, he slew them When
Althza saw her '!::Lhurs' corpses, and heard that they
had been slain by her son, she vowed to avenge their
death, drew the carefully cherished brand from its
hiding-place, and threw it upon the fire burning
brightly on her hearth. When the last bit of the
precious wood crumbled away into ashes, Meleager
died. All Althsea’s affection for her son returned when

his lifeless corpse was brought to her, and in her despair
she committed suicide,

Amnlanta’s Race

Meanwhile, Atalanta, proud of her skill and of her
spoil, had returned to her father's court, where no other
heir having appeared, she was joyfully received, and
entreated to marry. Many suitors came to woo the

fair princess, but most of them refrained from pressing
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their suit when they heard what conditions were imposed
upon all who would obtain her hand; for Atalanta,
disapproving of marriage, and anxious to kccr her
freedom, had decreed that she should marry only the
suitor who could beat her in a foot-race. It was de-
creed, moreover, that every unsuccessful suitor should
pay for his defeat by forfeiting his life.

In spite of these barbarous terms, a few youths had
tried to outrun her; but they failed, and their lifeless
heads were exposed on the racing ground to deter all
other suitors. Undaunted by these ghastly trophies
Hippomenes, or Milanion, came one day to Angmu
uur expressed a desire to race with her. This youth
had previously obtained Venus' protection, and had
received from her the gift of three golden apples
Atalanta, as usual, passed her rival easily; but as she
did so he cast one of the golden apples at her feet.
For a moment she paused, then stopped and picked it
up ere she resumed the race. The delay, short as it
was, had given her adversary an advantage; but she
soon overtook him, whereupon a second golden apple
cast in the same way caused a second delay. Notwith-
standing this the maiden would have reached the goal
first, as usual, had not 2 third golden treasure tempted
her to pause, and enabled Hippomenes to win the race.

 Hippumenes turm her astray
By the golden illwions he flings on her way."
Moere,

Atalanta could now no longer refuse to marry, and
her nuptials were soon celebrated. In his happiness at
having won such a peerless bride, Hippomenes forgot
to pay the promised thanks to Venus, for which offence
he and his wife were severely punished by being trans-
formed into & pair of lions, and doomed to drag
Cybele's ear.
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Castor and Pollux

The twin brothers Castor and Pollux, the Dioscuri,
or Gemini, who had greatly di:tinglnilhad themselves by
their daring in the Calydonian Hunt, were made the
deities of boxing, wrestling, and all equestrian exercises.

“ Leda's sons 11 sound,
Mustrions twins, thar are
For wrestling, this and for the race tenown'd.™

One of these twins, Castor, was & mortal, and ins
combat with the sons of Aphareus was slain, Pollux,
who was immortal, then implored Jupiter to allow him
to die also, that he might not be parted from his
brother—a proof of brotherly affection which so
touched the fEth:r of the gods, that he itted Castor
to return to life on condition that Pollux would spend
half his time in Hades,

Later on, satisfied that even this sacrifice was none
too great for their fraternal love, he translated them
both to the skies, where they form a bright constellation,
one of the signs of the zodiae, Castor and Pollux are
generally represented as handsome youths, mounted on
snowy chargers,

* 8o like they were, no mortal
Might one from other know:
White a2 snow their armouar was:
Their steeds were white as sow,”

Macaslsy.

Their appearance under certain circumstances foretold
guccess in war, and the Romans believed that they
fought at the head of their legions at the celehrated
battle of Lake Regillus. Their name was also given to

meteors, sometimes seen at sea, which attach themselves
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like balls of fire to the masts of ships,—a sure sign,
according to the sailors, of fine weather and an auspicious
journey.
# Safe comes the thip to haven,
h billows and through gales,
If once the Great Twin
Sit shining on the sails.”
Macaslsy.

Festivals celebrated in honour of these twin brethren,
and called the Dioscuria, were held in many places, but
specially in Sparta, their birthplace, where they had
world-renowned wrestling matches.
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CHAPTER XXIV : (EDIPUS

The Destiny of (Edipus
AIUS and Jocasta, King and Queen of Thebes,
L in Beeotia, were greatly delighted at the birth
of a little son, Fn their joy they sent for the
priests of Apollo, and bade them foretell the glorious
deeds their heir would perform; but all their oy was
turned to grief when told that the child was destined
to kill his father, marry his mother, and bring great
misfortunes upon his native city.
“ Laius once,
Not from Apollo, but his priests, receivid
An oracle, which ssid, it was decreed
He thoald be alain by his own son,”
Sepkecies (Fraschlics tr)).

To prevent the fulfilment of this dreadful prophecy,
Laius bade a servant carry the new-born child out of
the city, and end its feeble little life. The king’s
mandate was obeyed only in part; for the servant,
instead of killing the child, hung it up by its ankles to
A tree in a remote place, and left it there to perish
{’r;T hunger and exposure if it were spared by the wild

ts.

\?rheudhchrmrn:d, none questioned how he ha?
performed the appointed but all sighed with
relicf to think that the pmpmhacyk, could nw:rgbe accom-
plished. The child, however, wais not dead, as all
supposed. A shepherd in quest of 3 stray lamb had
heard hi!f crics, delivered him from his :ingtl position,
and carried him to Polybuys, King of Corinth, who,
lacking an heir of his own, gladly adopted the little
stranger.  The Queen of Corinth and her hand-maidens
hastened with tender concern to bithe the swollen
::a:ln, and called the bahe (Edipus (swollen-footed).



THE DESTINY OF (EDIPUS

Years passed by, The young prince grew u in total
ignorance of the unfortunate circumstances under which
he had made his first appearance at court, until one day
at a banquet one of his companions, heated by drink,
began to uarrel with him, and taunted him with his
origin, declaring that those whom he had been accus-
tomed to call parents were in no way related to him.

# A drunken revller at a feast proclaim’d
'?'h:l T was only the mppuédpmn
Of Corinth’y king."
Soplocles (Franchiis's tr.).

These words, coupled with a few meaning glances

hastily exchanged by the guests, excited CEdipus’ sus-

icions, and made him question the queen, who, afraid

he might do himself an injury in the first moment

of his despair if the truth were revealed to him, had

recourse to prevarication, and quieted him by the as-
surance that he was her beloved son,

Something in her manner, however, left a lingering
doubt in (Edipus’ mind, and made him resolve to con-
sult the oracle of Delphi, whose words he knew would
reveal the exact truth. He therefore went to thisshrine;
but,as usual, the oracleanswered somewhat ambiguously,
and merely warned him that fate had decreed he sho d
kill his father, marry his mother, and cause great woes
to his native city.

“] fele
A »ecyet anguish, and unknown to them
Sought out the Pythian oracle; in vain§
Touching my parents, nothing could 1 learn §
But dreadful were the mis'ries it denounc'd
Againat me : 'twas my fate, Apollo ssid,
To wed my mother, to produce & race
Accuned and abhore'd 3 and last, to slay

My father"
Sophocier ( Framehiin's ).
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What! kill Polybus, who had ever been such an

indulgent father, and marry the queen, whom he re.

as his mother | Never! Rather than perpetrate
these awful crimes, and bring destruction upon the
people of Corinth, whom he loved, he would wander
away over the face of the earth, and never see city or
parents again,

* Lest I should e'er fulBl the dire prediction,
g:;;l I fed fmI:. Carinth, by the san
in, ourney.
ST heplen) qﬁd}hﬁ‘: (Franckiia's £r.),

But his heart was filled with intense bitterness, and
as he journeyed he did not ceass to curse the fate which
drove him away from home. After some time, he
came to three cross-roads; and while he stood there,
deliberating which direction to take, a chariot, wherein
an aged man was seated, came rapidly toward him.

he herald who preceded it hau htily called to the
youth to stand aside and make way for his master; but
(Edipus, who, as Polybus' heir, was accustomed to be
treated with deference, resented the commanding tone,
and refused to obey. Incensed at what seemed un-
paralleled impudence, the herald struck the youth, who,
retaliating, stretched his assailant lifeless at his feet.

(Edipus slays his Father

This affray attracted the attention of the master and
other servants. They immediately attacked the mur-
derer, who slew them all, thus unconsciously accom-
plishing the first part of the prophecy ; for the aged
man was Laius, his father, journeying in disguise from
'I‘J:u:[b:: to Delphi, where he wished to consult the
oracle,

Edipus then leisurely ]:umed his way until he came
::l the gates of Thebes, where he found the whole city
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THE SPHINX
in an uproar, * because the king had been found lifeless
by the roadside, with all his atttendants slin beside
him, presumably the work of & band of highway robbers
or assassins.”
® He fell
By strangen murdered, for 1o fams reporis,

By robbers in the place where three ways mest.”
Supiocles ( Framchiin's tr.)

Of course, (Edipus did not connect the murder of
such a great personage as the King of Thebes by an
unknown h:nr of robbers with the death he had dealt
to an arrogant old man, and he therefore composedly
inquired what other calamity had befallen them.

The Sphinx

With lowered voices, as if afraid of being overheard,
the Thebans described the woman's head, bird's wings
and claws, and lion's body, which were the outward
presentment of a terrible monster called the Sphinx,
which had taken up its station without the city gates
beside the highway, and would allow none to pass in or
out without propounding a difficult riddle. Then, if
any hesitated to give the required answer, or failed to
give it correctly, they were mercilessly devoured by
the terrible Sphinx, which no one dared attack or could
drive away.

While listening to these tidings, (Edipus saw a
herald pass along the street, proclaiming that the
throne and the queen’s hand would be the reward of
any man who dared encounter the Sphinx and was
fortunate enough to free the country of its terrible
presence.

As (Edipus attached no special value to the hfe
made desolate by the oracle’s predictions, he resolved
to slay the dreaded monster, and, with that purpose n
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view, advanced slowly, sword in hand, along the road
where lurked the Sphinx. He soon found the monster,
which from afar propounded the following eni
warning him, at the same time, that he forfeited his life
if he failed to give the right answer.

* Tell me, what animal is that
Which has four feet at morning brighe,
Has two at noon, and three un.i;h::‘:
rivr,

(Edipus was not devoid of intelligence, by any man-
ner of means, and soon concluded that the animal could
only be man, who in infancy, when too weak to stand,
creeps along on hands and knees, in manhood walks
erect, and in old age supports his tottering steps with a
staff,

This reply, evidently as correct as unexpected, was
received by the Sphinx with a hoarse cry of disappoint-
ment and rage as it turned to fly ; but ere it could
effect its purpose, it was stayed by (Edipus, who drove
it at his sword's point over the edge of a neighbouring
precipice, where it was killed.

(Edipus mareles his Mother

On his return to the city, (Edipus was received with
cries of joy, placed on a chariot, crowned King of
Thebes, and married to his own mother, Jocastz, un-
witti;gly fulfilling the sccond fearful clause of the

A number of ha Py and moderately uneventful years
now passed by, and (Edipus became Ihc father of two
damanli: wns,l teocles adndAPnlynim, and two beautiful

ughters, lsmene and Antigone; bue rosperity was
not deomed to favour him ln%: ’ i ¢

Just when he fancied himseltg;nm happy, and looked
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forward to a peaceful old age, a terrible scourge visited
Thebes, causing the death of many faithful subjects,
and filling the hearts of all with great terror. The
people now turned to him, beseeching him to aid them,
as Ec had done once before when threatened by the
Sphinx; and (Edipus sent messengers to consult the
Delphic oracle, who declared the plague would cease
un:fy when the former king’s murderers had been found
and punished.

“The plague, he said, should cease,
When those who murderd Laios were discover'd,
And paid the forfeit of their crime by death,

Or banishment.”
Sopbocles (Framcklin's tr.),

Messengers were sent in every direction to collect
all possible information shout the murder committed so
long ago, and after a short time they brought unmis-
takable proofs which convicted (Edipus of the crime.
At the same time the guilty servant confessed that he
had not killed the child, but had exposed it on a moun-
tain, whence it was carried to Corinth’s king.

The chain of evidence was complete, and now
(Edipus discovered that he had involuntarily been
iuilqr of the three crimes to avoid which he had fled

om Corinth. The rumour of these dreadful dis-
coveries soon reached Jocasta, who, in despair at finding
herself an accomplice, committed suicide. _

(Edipus, apprised of her intention, rushed into her
apartment too late to prevent its being carried out, and
found her lifeless. This sight was more than the poor
monarch could bear, and in his despair he blinded Em-
self with one of her ornaments,

% He pluck’d from off the robe she wore
A golden buckie that sdorn'd her side,
And buried in his eyes the sharpen'd paint,
Crying, he ne'er again would look o her, e
3
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Never would see his crimes or miv'ries

more,
Or those whom guiltless he could ne'er behold,
Or those to whom he now must sue for 2id."

Sophecies (Framchlia's tr.),

Penniless, blind, and on foot, he then left the scene
of his awful crimes, accompanied by his daughter
Antigone, the only one who I:::d him still, and who
was ready to guide his uncertain footsteps wherever he
wished to go. After many days of weary wandering,
father and daughter reached Colonus, where grew a
mighty forest sacred to the avenging deities, the Furies,
or Eumenides,

Here (Edipus expressed his desire to remain, and,
after bidding his faithful daughter an affectionate fare-
well, he groped his way into the dark forest alone. The
wind rose, the lightning flashed, the thunder pealed ;
but although, as soon as the storm was over, & search
was made gu- (Edipus, no trace of him was ever found,
and the ancients fancied that the Furies had dragged
him down to Hades to receive the punishment of
his unwitting crimes,

Eteocles and Polynices

Antigone, no longer needed by her unhappy father,
‘IWIJ wended her way back to Thebes, where she
found that the plague had ceased, but that her brothers
had quarrelled about the succession to the throne. A
compromise was finally decided upon, whereby it was
decreed that Etcocles, the elder son, should reign one
yeary and at the end of that period resign the throne
to Polynices for an equal space of time, each brother
thus exercising the royal authority in turn. This
arrangement seemed satisfactory to Eteocles; but when,
at the end of the first year, Polynices returned from his
travels in foreign lands 1o claim the sceptre, Eteocles



THE SEVEN CHIEFS
refused to relinquish it, and, making use of his power,
drove the claimant away.

# Thon seest me banish’d from my native land,
Usjustly banish’d, for no other crime
But that T strove to keep the throne of Thebes,
By birthright mine, fiom him who drove me thence,
'I%r young Eteocles ; not his the clsim
By justice, nor to me his fame in arms

Superior; but, by soft, penusive sra
He won the rebel city to his love.”

Sephecies (Franchlin’s tr.).

The Seven Chiefs
Polynices' nature was not one to endure such a slight
patiently ; and he hastened off to Argos, where he
rsuaded Adrastus, the king, to give him his daughter
in marriage, and id him to recover his inheritance.
True to his promise, Adrastus soon equipped 2 large
army, which was led by seven determined and renowned
chiefs, ready to risk all in the attempt, and either win
or perish.
4 Seyen valiant leaders march
To Thebes, resolved to conquer or to die”
Saphocles (Framchlin's re.).

Their bravery was of no avail, however, for Thebes
was well fortified and defended ; and after a seven-
years' siege they found themselves no nearer their goal
than at the beginning of the war. Weary of the
monotony of this quarrel, the conflicting armies finally
decreed that the difference should be settled by a duel
between the inimical brothers, who no sooner found
themselves face to face, than they rushed upon each
other with such animosity that both fell.

By order of Jocasta’s father, Creon, the corpse of
Eteocles received all the honours of a Greek burial,
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while that of Polynices was left on the plain, 2 prey to
the birds and wild beasts.

* Polynices' wretched carcan lies
Unburied, onlamented, left expoi’d
A feast for hungry vultures on the Xhin." "
Sophecics { Franchiin's tr.).

Antigone’s Devotion

Then a proclamation was issued, that, if any dared
bury the body of the fallen prince, he would incur the
penalty of being buried alive. Heedless of this in-
Junction and of lsmenc’s prayers to refrain from
endangering her own life, Antigone dug a grave for her
brother’s remains, and, unsided, fulfilled the various
customary funeral rites. Her task was almost completed,
when the guards discovered her, and dragged her into
the presence of Creon, who, although she was a relative

and the promised wife of his son Hamon, condemned
her to death.

¥ Let her be carried instant to the e,
And lesve her there alone, to live, or die;
Her blood rest not on us : but the no longes

Shall breathe on earth,™
Sephecles (Francklin's tr.),

Hemon pleaded passionately for her life but, when
he saw his prayers were vain, he ran to the place
where Antigone was confined, sprang into her narrow
cell, wound his arms closely around her, and refused
to leave her. There they were walled in - Antigone's
sufferings were cut mercifully short by as hyxiation ;
and, when Hzmon saw she was no more, II:e, in utter
despair, thrust his dagger into his side, and perished
too.

“On himself bent all his w
Full in his side the wuponhgx'd,u;rl;‘t atill,

. Whilst life remain'd, on the soft bosom hung
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Of the dear maid, and his fast epirit brearh’d
O'er ber pale cheek, discolonr'd with hix blood,
Thus lay the wretched pair in death united,
And celebrate their nuptials’in the tomb.™
Sophecker (Franchlin's tr.).

[smene, the last of CEdipus’ unfortunate race, died of
grief, and thus the prophecy was fully momgiishe&.
The Theban war was not, however, entirely ended, for,
when both brothers fell, the two armies flew to attack
each other : and such was their courage that many fell,
and only onc of the seven chiefs returned to Ar%:e.
There he patiently waited until the children of t
brave captains were old enough to bear arms, and then

roposed to them to attack Thebes and avenge their
Fath:r's death.

The Epigoni (or those who come after), as these
youths are collectively designated, received this pro
with rapture ; and Thebes, again besieged, fell into their
hands, and was duly sacked, burned, and destroyed, as
the Delphic oracle had foretald so many years before,
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CHAPTER XXV : BELLEROPHON

The Flight of Bellerophon
ELLEROPHON, a brave young prince, the
grandson of Sisyphus, King of Corinth, had
the great misfortune to kill his own brother
while hunting in the forest. His grief was, of course,
intense ; and the horror he felt for the place where the
catastrophe had occurred, added to his fear lest he
should incur judicial punishment for his involuntary
crime, made him flee to the court of Argos, where he
took refuge with Praetus, the king, who was also his
kinsman,

Anteia’s Treachery

He had not sojourned there very long before Anteia,
the queen, fell in love with him’; and although her
husband, Preetus, treated her with the utmost kindness,
she made up her mind to desert him, and tried to induce
Bellerophon to elope with her, Too honest to betray
2 man who had treated him as a friend, the young
prince refused to listen to the queen's proposals. His
refusal was to cost him dear, however, l(:}r, when Anteia
saw that the youth would never yield to her wishes,
she became very angry indeed, sought her husband, and
accused the young stranger of crimes he had never even
dreamed of committing,

Preetus, indignant at what he deemed deep treache
on the part of an honoured guest, yet reluctant to punis
hir:I: wbith hi;(nm: il'_lﬂ-Ll"M.'.l as he deserved, sent Bellerophon
to lobates, King of Lycia, with a sealed message biddin
him put the bfaru 1:3: d:’ath. i §

Quite unconscious of the purport of this letter,
Bellerophon presented himself before Iobates, who re-

c:ﬁived him very hospitably, and, without inquiring his
2
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THE CHIMERA

name or errand, entertained him royally for many days.
After some time, Bellerophon suddenly remembered the
scaled message entrusted to his care, and hastened to
deliver it to Iobates, with many apologies for his forget-
fulness.

With blanched cheeks and every outward sign of
horror, the king read the missive, and then fell into a
deep reverie. He did not like to take a stranger’s life,
and still could not refuse to comply with Preetus’ urgent

uest ; so, after much thnught, he decided to send
rophon to attack the Chimsra, a terrible monster
with a lion’s head, a goat's body, and a dragon’s tail,

# Dire Chimxra's conquest was enjoin’d ;
A mingled monster, of no mortal kind ;
Behind, a dragon’s fiery tail was spread ;
A goat's rough body bore 2 lion®s head ;
Her pitchy nostrils flaky fames expire ;
Her gaping throat emits Mmﬂzﬁa
Homer (Pope's 1r.).

His principal motive in choosing this difficult task
was, that, although many brave men had set forth to
slay the monster, none had ever returned, for one and
all had perished in the attempt,

The Chimaera

Although very courageous, Bellerophon's heart beat
fast with fear when told what great deed he must accom-
plish ; and he left lobates” palace very sorrowfully, for
he had fallen deeply in love with the king's fair daughter,
Philonoe, and was afraid he would never see her again.

While thus inwardly bewailing the ill-luck which had
persistently dogged his footsteps, Bellerophon suddenly
saw Minerva appear before him in all her splendour, and
heard her inguire in gentle tones the cause of his too
evident dejection. He had no sooner apprised her of the

| 257



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS
difficult task appointed him, than she promised him her
aid, and before she vanished gave him a beautiful golden
bridle, which she bade him use to control s,

Bridle in hand, Bellerophon stood ptﬁ:i:‘:g her
words, until he remembered that Pegasus was a
wonderful winged steed, born from the blood which
fell into the foam of the sea from Medusa's severed
head. This horse, as white as snow, and gifted with
immortal life as well as incredible , was the
favourite mount of Apollo and the Muses, who de-
lighted in taking agrial fights on his broad back ; and
Bellerophon knew that from time to time he came
down to earth to drink of the cool waters of the
Hippocrene (a fountain which had bubbled forth where
his hoofs first touched the earth), or to visit the equally
limpid spring of Pirene, near Carinth,

Bellerophon proceeded, therefore, to the latter
fountain, where, after lingering many days in the vain
hope of catching even a glimpse of the winged steed,
he finally beheld him sailing downward in wide curves,
like a bird of prey. From his place of concealment in
a neighbouring thicket, Bellerophon watched for an
opportunity which came at last, and, while the winged
steed was grazing, he vaulted boldly upon his back.

P had never before been ridden by a mortal,
and reared and pranced, and flew up to dizzy
heights; but all his efforts failed to unscat the brave
rider, who, biding his time, finally thrust Minerva's
golden bit between his teeth, whereupon the steed
immediately became gentle and tractable. Thus
mounted, hon now went in search of the
Chimara, who had given birth to the Nemean lion and
to the riddlu—luﬂ Sphinx, and from an unclouded
sky he swooped suddenly and unexpnctgﬂ down upon

the wi
o winged monster, whose fiery br and great
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strength were of no avail; for after a protracted
struggle Bellerophon and Pegasus were victorious,
and the monster lay lifeless upon the blood-soaked
ground.

This mighty deed of valour accomplished, Bellerophon
returned to Iobates, to report the success of his under-
taking ; and, although the king was heartily glad to
know the Chimzra was no more, he was very sorry to
see Bellerophon safe and sound, and tried to devise
some other plan to get rid of him.

He therefore sent him to fight the Amazons;
but the hero, aided by the gods, defeated these
warlike women also, and returned to Lycia, where,
after escaping from an ambush posted by the king
for his destruction, he again appeared wictorious at
court. .

These repeated and narrow escapes from certain
death convinced Iobates that the youth was under the
special protection of the gods; and this induced the
king not only to forego further attempts to slay him,
but also to bestow upon the young hero his daughter's
hand in marriage,

Bellerophon's Fall

Bellerophon, having now attained his dearest wishes,
might have settled down in peace; but his head had
heen utterly turned by the many lofty flights he had
taken upon Pegasus’ back, and, encouraged by the ful-
some flattery of his courtiers, he finally fancied himself
the equal of the immortal gods, and wished to join
them in their celestial abode.

_Summoning his faithful Pegasus once more, he rose
higher and higher, and would probably have reached
Olympus' heights, had not Jupiter sent a gadfly, which
stung poor Pegasus so cruelly, that he shied viciously,
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and flung his too confident rider far down to the earth

below.
% Bold Bellerophon (io Jove decreed
In wrath) fell headlong from the Aelds of air,™
i srdroverth,

This fall, which would doubtless have killed any one
but & mythological hero, merely deprived Bellerophon
of his eyesight; and ever after he groped his way
disconsolately, thinking of the happy days when he rode
along the paths of air and upon the beautiful
earth at his feet.

Bellerophon, mounted upon Pegasus, winging his
flight through the air or f?gohl:in the Chlmga!: is a
favourite subject in sculpture and painting, which has
frequently been treated by ancient artists, & few of
whose most noted works are still extant in various
museums.

This story, like many others, is merely a sun myth,
in which Bellerophon, the orb of day, rides across the
sky on Pegasus, the fleecy white clouds, and slays
Chimzra, the dread monster of darkness, which he
alone can overcome. Driven from home early in
life, Bellerophon wanders throughout the world like
his brilliant prototype, and like it, ends his career in
total darkness,



CHAPTER XXVI: MINOR DIVINITIES

Their Provinces and Duties

CCORDING to the ancients" belief, every moun-
tain, valley, plain, lake, river, grove, and sea
was provided with some lesser deity, whose

special duty was assigned by the powerful of
Olympus. There were, for instance, the Naiades,
beautiful water nymphs, who dwelt in the limpid depths
of the fountains, and were considered local patrons of
poetry and song,

The Oreades, or mountain nymphs, were supposed to
linger in the mountain solitudes and guide weary
travellers safely through their rocky mazes.

¥ Mark how the climbing Oreads

Beckon thes to their Arcades 17
Ewmeroon,

As for the Napzz, they preferred to linger in the
valleys, which were kept green and fruitful by their
watchful care, in which task they were ably seconded
by the Dryades, the nymphs of ‘:udgmﬁon_

The very trees in the forest along the roadside
were auj:pused to be each under the protection of a
special divinity called Hamadryad, said to live and die
with the tree entrusted to her care,

#When the Fate of Death is drawing near,
First wither on the exrth the besuteous
The bark sround them wastes, the branches fall,
And the aymph's soul, at the ame moment, lare
The sun's Gir light"
Hemer,
The Story of Dryope
A sweet and touching story was told by the ancients
of a mortal who was changed into a Hamadryad. This
young girl, whose name was Dryope, was a htnuti.fgl
| §
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young princess, the daughter of Baucis, so bright and
clever that all who knew her loved her dearly. Of
course, as soon as she was old enough to think of mar-
riage, a host of suitors asked her hand, each eager to
win for his bride one so beautiful and gifted.

“No nymph of all (Echalia could compare,
For beauteoin form, with Dryupe the fair.”
Owid (Pape’s tr),

Fully aware of the importance of making a wise
choice, Dryope took hn;é‘imc, and finally dac}:tdad to
marry Andremon, a wo ou rince, who
sessed every charm calculatzdio :fn E fair girl’s h;zro:.
The young people were duly married and daily rejoiced
in their happiness, which seemed almost too for
earth when they became the parents of a charming
little son.

Every day Dryope carried the child along the banks
of a little lake close by the palace, where bloomed a
profusion of gay-coloured flowers.

** A lake there was, with shelving banks sround,
Whose rerdant summit fragrant myrtles crown’d.
Those shades, unknowing of the Fates, she sought,
And w the Najads gatlands brought
Ihmﬂiﬂghh{!p it charge) ahe pren’d

Betweeni her arma,
Owid (Pepe’s tr).

One day,while wandering there as usual, accompanied
by her sister, she saw a lotus blossom, and pointed it
out to her little son. He no sooner saw the brilliant
flower, than he stretched out his little hands. To
E]i;-fﬂ him, the fond mother plucked it and gave it to

She had scarcely done so, when she noticed drops of
blood trickling from the broken stem; and whileshestood
there, speechless with wonder, a voice was heard accus-
163



THE STORY OF DRYOPE
ing her of having slain Lotis, a nymph, who, to escape
the pursuit of Priapus, god of the shade, had assumed
the guise of a flower,

& Latis the nymph (if rural tales be true),
As from Prispus’ lawless love she few,
Forsook her formj and fixing here became

A Bowery which still preserves her name.™
el Oid (Fpés ).

Recovering from her first speechless terror, Dryope
turned to flee, with a pitiful cry of compassion on her
pale lips, but, to her astonishment, she could not leave
the spot : her feet scemed rooted to the ground. She
cast a rapid glance downward to ascertain what could so
im E:rp and noticed the rough bark of a
tree growing with fearful rnpi&i?' all around her.

Higher and higher it rose, from her knees to her
waist, and still it crept upward, in spite of her frantic
attempts to tear it away from her ;th:ely limbs. In
despair she raised her trembling hands and arms to
heaven to implore aid ; but, ere the words were spoken,
her arms were transformed into twisted branches, and
her hands were filled with leaves.

Nothing human now remained of e
except t:u:rg sweet, tear-stained face; but tjur? too v:f)uuﬁ
soon vanish under the all-involving bark. She therefore
took hasty leave of her father, sister, husband, and son,
who, attracted by her first ery, had rushed to give her
all the assistance in their power., The last words were
quickly spoken, but none too soon, for the bark closed
over the soft lips and hid the lovely features from view.

& She ceased at once to speak, and ceased to be,
And all the nymph was lost within the tree:
Yt latent life through her new branches reign'd,
And long the plant 2 homan hest retain’d.™

wid
Owid (Peps's rh,
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One of Dryope’s last requests had been that her child
might often play beneath her shady branches; and when
the passing winds rustled through her leaves, the ancients
said it was “ Dryope’s lone lulling of her child."

The Stery of Rhoecus

Another exquisite story is told of Rheecus, who saved
an oak from falling, and thus preserved the life of the
Hamadryad within the tree, Filled with gratitude, the
nymph bade Rhcecus name his reward, whereupon he
asked for her love, which she consented to bestow, pro-
vided he would remain constant and undivided in his
affection. She bade him come to her an hour before
sunset, but promised to send her messenger, the bes, to
him before that time,

Filled with pleasure at the thought of his love, Rheecus
returned to the city with a light heart, and as the hours
dragged, he sought some companions, whom he joined
in a game of dice. Becoming absorbed in the varying
fortunes of the game, he hardly noticed the bee which
was incessantly buzzing about ﬁiu cars, until, becoming
suddenly aware of its attentions, he brushed it impatiently
aside with his hand.

Out through the open window sped the little creature,
and as Rheecus looked after it to mark its flight, his
eyes fell upon lh:t distant line of hills against which the
sun mo;'uﬂ setting, and the sudden recollection of the
events of the morning drove the blood from his heart.
Without a word to his fellows, he rushed off to find his
love, and

* Quite spent and out of breath he reached the
And, listening fearfully, he hmdzunu mare -
The low voice murmar, ‘Rhercus 1 * close at hand 3
\;hu;ﬂhhn Tﬂmd around him, byt conld 1ee

aught but the deepening glooms beneath the cak
Then sighed the ﬂ:m:c.‘é Rhercus | nevermore



PAN

Shalt thou behold me or by day or night,

Me, who wonld fain h.“:{hn{d lh:nsﬂriﬂ! a love
More ripe and bouuteou than ever yet

Filled up with nectar any mortal heart

But thou didst scorn my humble mesenger

And sent'st him back to me with bruistd wings.'

Then Rhcecus best his breast, and groaned aloud
And cried, * Be pitiful | forgive me yet

This onece, and fsiull never need it more !’

¢ Alas !* the voice returned, *'tis thou art blind,
Not I unmesciful ; 1 can forgive,

But have no akill to heal thy spirit's eyes.’

Above, the sky,
With all its bright sublimity of stars,
Deepened, and on his fo smote the breexe :
Beauty was all around him and delight,
But from that eve he was alone on esrth.”
Lewedl,

This modeen rendering of the story is more spiritual
than the ancient versions, in which Rhcecus was deprived
of physical sight.

Pan

The male divinities of the woods, which were also
very numerous, were mostly Satyrs,—curious beings
with a man's body and a goat's legs, hair, and horns.
They were all passionately fond of music and revelry,
and were wont to indulge in dancing at all times and in
all places.  The most famous among all the Satyrs was
Silenus, Bacchus® tutor; and Pan, or Consentes, god of
the shepherds, and the personification of nature.
latter was the reputed son of Mercury and a charming
younghlr:}rmph named P:ndoﬁc; and we are told that,
when his mother first beheld him, she was aghast, for he
was the most homely as well as the most c:trmrdim:ﬁ

AaS

little creature she had ever seen. His body w &
5
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covered with goat's hair, and his feet and ears were also
those of a goat.

Amused at the sight of this grotesque little divinity,
Mercury carried him off to Olympus, where all the gods
turned him into ridicule. Pan was widely worshipped
;:; oid;nhmﬁﬂﬂ, however; and the a.wiiunu not nnli

cked his altars with flowers, but 1§ praises, an
celebrated festivals in his honour. i

The Story of Sysinx

Pan was equally devoted to music, the dance, and
pretty nymphs. He saw one of the nymphs, Syrinx,
whom he immediately loved; but unfortunately for him,
she, frightened at his appearance, fied. Exasperated by
her persistent avoidance of him, Pan once pursued and
was about to overtake her, when she paused, and im-
plored Gea to protect her. The p was scarcely
ended, when she found herself changed into a clump of
reeds, which the panting lover embraced, thinking he
had caught the maiden, who had stood in that very spot
a few n;um:nts before.

eception and disappointment were so severe

that they wrung from hiﬁfl:::pmlongad sigh, which,
passing through the rustling reeds, produced plaintive
tones.  Pan, s;ctnl;;g Syrinx had gone for ever, took
seven pieces of the
g¥en p reed, of unequal lengths, bound



THE STORY OF SYRINX

them together, and fashioned fromthem amusical instru.
ment, which was called by the name of the fair nymph.

* Fuir, trembling Syrinx fled
Arcadinn Pan, with such a fearful dread.
Pomnymphl-—pour?ani—-bnwhedidmpmﬁd
Naoght but & lovely sighing of the wind
Along the reedy atreamm a balf-heard strain
Full of swest desolation—balmy pain.”

Pan was supposed to delight in slyly overtakin
belated travellers and inspiring them with sudden an
unfounded fears,—from him called * panic.” He is
generally represented with a ?fri.n‘: and shepherd’s
crook, and a pine garland around his misshapen head.

* He tore out & reed, the great pod Pan,
From the doep coal bed of the river,
The limpid water turbidly san,

And the broken lilics a dying lay,
Andlht-ingnn-ﬂﬁhd away,
Ere he brought it out of the river.

Thiii”bum-&hhughndthgmtpttl’u

{Laughed hie sate by the viver I,

* The anly way since gods

To make sweet music they could succerd.’

Then, dropping his mouth to & hole in the reed
He blew in powes by the river.

Sweet, sweet, sweet, O Pan,
Piercing swest by, the river |

Bhdmllmﬂfm:pdhnl

The sun on the hill forgot to dis,

And the lilies revived, and the dragon-Hy
Came back to dream on the river.

Vet half » beast i the god Pun

Tnhngh.nb:dnﬁﬁthrhﬂ
Making & poet out of & tan. _
The true gods sigh for the cost snd pain—
For the reed that grows nevermore again

As 3 reed with the reeds in the river.”

E. B. Brouming.
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The Romans also worshipped three other divinities
of nature entirely unknown to the Greeks, ie., Silvanus,
Faunus, and Fauna, the latter’s wife, who had charge
over the woods and plants. Priapus, god of the shade,
was also a rural deity, but his worship was only known
along the shores of the Hellespont.

The fairest among all the lesser gods was doubtless
Flora, goddess of flowers, who married Zeph the
gentle god of the south wind, and wande happily
with him from place to place, scattering her favours
with lavish generosity.  She was princi Y wurshipﬁad
by young girls, and the only offerings ever seen on her
altars were fruits and garlands of beautiful flowers.
Her festivals, generally celebrated in the month of
May, were called the Floralia,

“Crowds of nym phe,
Soft voiced, and young, and gay,
In woven baskets bringing esrs of corn,
Roses and pinks and violets to sdorn
The shrine of Flora in her early Mazy.”

Vertumnus and Pomona

Vertumnus and Pomona were the special divinities
of the garden and orchard. They are represented with
Erqmng-knwu and shears, gardening implements, and

uits and flowers. Pomons was very coy indeed, and
had no desire to marry. Vertumnus, enamoured of
her charms, did his best to make her change her mind,
but she would not even listen to his pleadings,

. At last the lover had recourse to stra  disguised
cumsell as an aged crone, entered Pomana's garden, and
inquired how it happened that such a very charming
Z:u.ng Wwoman should remain so long unmarried, Then,

AVing received a mocking answer, he began to argue
:r;:h er, and finally extracted an avowal that, among



THE STORY OF GLAUCUS

all the suitors, one alone was worthy of her love,
Vertumnus. Vertumnus seized the favourable oppor-
tunity, revealed himself, and clasped her to his breast.
Pomona, perceiving that she had hopelessly betrayed
herself, no longer refused to wed, but allowed him to
share her labours, and help her turn the luscious fruit
to ripen in the autumn sunshine.

The lesser divinities of the sea were almost as
numerous as those of the land, and included the lovely
Oceanides and Nereides, together with their male com-
panions the Tritons, who generally formed Neptune's
regal train,

The Story of Glaucus

One of the lesser sea gods, Glaucus, was once a poor
fisherman, who earned his daily bread by selling the
fish he caught in his nets. On one occasion he made
a very fine haul, and threw his net full of fish down
upon a certain kind of grass, which the flapping fish
immediately nibbled, and, as if endowed with extra-
ordinary powers, bounded back into the waves and
swam away.

Greatly surprised at this occurrence, Glaucus began
chewing a few blades of this peculiar grass, and imme-
diately felt an insane desire to plunge into the sea,—a
desire which soon became so intense that he could no
longer resist it, but dived down into the water. The
mere contact with the salt waves sufficed to change his
nature; and swimming about comfortably in the
clement, where he now found himself tﬁra-factl]r at
home, he began to explore the depths of the sea.

**1 plung'd for life or death. To interknit
One's senmes with 90 dense & breathing atuff
Might seem & work of pain ¢ so not enough
Can 1 admire how crystal-smooth it felr,

And buoyaut round my limbs, At first 1 dweht
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Whole days and dayy in sheer sstonishment §
Forgetfal utterly of self-intent 5

Moring but with the mighty ebb and flow,
Then, like 2 new fedg'd bird that first doth show
Hix s ed feathers to the marrow chill,

I try'd in fesr the pinioms of my will

"Twas freedom ! and at once 1 visjted

The cessclens wonders of this ocesn-bed.* »

Glaucus was worshipped most particularly by the
fishermen and boatmen, whose vessels he was ’md
to guard from evil, and whose nets were often to
overflowing through his intervention,



CHAPTER XXVII; THE TROJAN WAR

Jupiter and Thetis

UPITER, father of the gods, once fell deeply in
J love with a beautiful sea nymph named Thetis,
the daughter of Nercus and Doris,—
“Thetis of the silver feet, und child
Of the gray Ancient of the Deep.”
Homer (Brysafs tr.).
He was very anxious indeed to marry her, but,
before taking such an important step, deemed it
rudent to consult the Fates, who alone could inform
im whether this union would be for his happiness or
not. It was very fortunate for him that he did so, for
the three sisters told him that Thetis was destined to be
the mother of a son who would far outshine his father.

Jupiter carefully pondered this reply, and concluded
to renounce the marriage rather than run any risk of
being forced to surrender his power to one greater
than he. Thetis’ hand he then decreed should be given
in marriage to Peleus, King of Phthia, who had loved
her faithfully, and had long sued in vain.

Thetis, however, was not at all anxious to accept the
hand of a mere mortal after having enjoyed the attention
of the gods (for Neptune also had wooed her), and
demurred, until Jupiter promised his own and the
gods' attendance at the marriage feast. The prospect
of this signal honour reconciled the maiden, and the
wedding preparations were made in the coral caves of
her father, Nereus, beneath the foam-crested waves.

Thither, mindful of his promise, came Jupiter, with
all the gods of Olympus.

*“Then, with his Queen, the Father of the gods
Came down From high Olympus' bright abodes 3
Cume down, with all th’ attending deities™ o~ o
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The guests took their seats, and pledged the bride
and groom in brimming cups of wine,—Bacchus’
wedding gift to Thetis. All was joy and merriment,
when an uninvited guest suddenly appeared in the
banquet-hall,  All present immediately recognised
Eris (Discordis, Ate), goddess of discord, whose snaky
locks, sour looks, and violent temper had caused her to
be omitted from the wedding list,—

¥The Abominable, that uninvited came
loto the fair Peleisn banguet-hsll."

Teanymm.
The Apple of Discord

This omission angered her, and made her determine
to have her revenge by troubling the harmony which
evidently reigned among all the guests. For a moment
she stood beside the bountiful board, then threw upon
it a golden apple, and, exhaling over the assembly her
poisoned breath, she vanished, The general attention
was, of course, turned upon the golden fruit, whercon
the inscription * To the fairest * was clearly traced.

All the ladies were at first inclined to contend for
the prize; but one by one each claimant withdrew
except Juno, Minerva, and Venus, who hotly disputed
for its ‘poasminn* Juno declared that the queen of the
gods, in her majesty and power, surely had the best
right; Minerva, that the beauty of wisdom and know-
ledge far surpassed external charms ; and Venus smiled,
and archly requested to be informed who might assert
greater claims than the goddess of beauty,

The dispute grew more and more bitter, and the
irate goddesses called upon the guests to award the
prize to the most deserving ; but the guests, one and
all, refused to act as umpires, for the apple could be
given to but one, and the two others would be sure to

vent their anger and disappointment upon the judge
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THE JUDGMENT OF PARIS
who passed over their charms in favour of a third. The
final decision was therefore referred to Paris, who,
although performing the lowly duties of a shepherd,
was the son of Priam and Hecuba, King and Queen of
Troy.

When but a babe, Paris had been exposed on a moun-
tain to perish, because an oracle had predicted that he
would cause the death of his family and the downfall of
his native city. Although thus cruelly treated, he had
not perished, having been found and adopted by a
shepherd, who made him follow his own calling.

When Paris reached manhood he was a very hand-
some and attractive young man,and he won the love of
(Enone, a beautiful nymph, to whom he was sccretly
united. Their happiness, however, was but fleeting,
for the Fates had decreed that Paris’ love for the fair
(Enone would soon die.

“ The Fate,
That rules the will of Jove, had spun the days
Of Paris and (Enone.” :
Ouintus Smyrnans (Elton’s ir.).
The Judgment of Paris

Instead of lingering by the fair nymph’s side, Paris
wandered off to a %ﬂn:ljr mountain top, where the
threc goddesses besought him to judge their quarrel.
Minerva, in glittering armour, first appeared before his
dazzled eyes, and proffered the bribe of supreme wisdom
if he would but give her the preference.

Juno, queen o? heaven, next appeared in royal robes
and insignia, and whispered that he should have great
wealth and unlimited power were he to award the prize

to her.
# She to Patis made
Praffer of rc:ya.l power, ample rule—
Unquestion’d, overflowing revenue
Wherewith to embellith state, * from many » vale
[ 73
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And riversunder’d champaign clothed with carn,
Or labour'd mine nudniuubf:ufm
Honour,' she sid, “and homage, tax and 1oll,
From many an inland town and haven large,
Mast-throng'd beneath her shadowing citadel
In glawsy bays among her tallest towens,"™

Temwysom,

But all Minerva’s and Juno's charms and bribes were
forgotten when Venus, in her magic cestus, appeared
before the judge, This artful simplicity was the result
of much thought, for we are told thar

# Venus oft with anxions care
Adjusted twice a sngle hair®
Comper.

Then, trembling lest her efforts should prove vain,
she gently drew near the youth, and softly promised
him a bride as fair as herself in return for the coveted
golden apple.

Won either by her superior attractions or by her
alluring bribe, Paris no longer hesitated, but placed the
prize in her extended palm.

“*Ere yet her speech was finithed, he consign’d
To her soft hand the fruit of burnished rind 1
And fosm-born Venns grasp'd the graceful meed,
OF war, of evil war, the quickening seed,”™
Cﬂflﬂt.r {l-‘:ﬂ.l'l #4}

This act of partiality, of course, called down upon
him the wrath and hatred of Juno and Minerva, who,
biding their time, watched for a suitable opportunity
to avenge themselves; while Venus, triumphant, and
anxious to redeem her promise, directed Paris to return
to Troy, make himself known to his parents,—who,
the goddess promised, would welcome him warmly,—
and obtain from them a fleet in which he might sail to

ce.
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In obedience to these instructions, Paris ruthlessly
abandoned the fair and faithful (Enone, and, joining a
band of youthful shepherds, went to Troy, under pre-
text of witnmill:tg a solemn dl::stiﬂl.shih;::n ::fftmg

in the athletic games, distingui i , an

E::Tramd the attention of his sisgrm Cassandra. This
princess was noted for her beauty, and it is said had
even been wooed by Apollo, who, hoping to win her
favour, bestowed upon her the gift of prophecy. For
some reason the gog; suit had not prospered ; and, as he
could not take back the power conferred, he annulled
it by making her hearers refuse to credit her words,

C);mndn immediately called her parents’ attention
to the extraordinary likencss Paris bore to her other
brothers ; and then, breaking out into a prophetic strain,
she foretold that he would bring destruction upon his
native city. Priam and Hecuba, scorning her prophecy,
{la)rﬁ:]]_-,r received their long-lost son, lovingly compelled

im to take up his abode in their palace, and promised
to =d:;lh::ur:u: for their past neglect by granting Eu every
wish.

Still advised by Venus, Paris soon expressed a desire
to sail for Greece, under the pretext of ing Hesione,
his father's sister, whom Hercules hzdrm off, after
besieging Troy. He was promptly provided with
several well-manned galleys, and soon after appeared at
the court of Menelaus, Eng of Sparta, whose young
wife, Helen, was the most beautiful woman of her time,
if we are to believe the testimony of her contemporaries.

# Full threescore girly, in sportive flight we stra
Like youths :uriri.u&ut, :eru-: ﬂnn:hthl: ;hdnfd.
The baths of cool Earotas limpid play'd.
But none, of all, with Helen might compare,
Nor one seem'd faultless of the fairest fair,
As morn, with vermeil visage, looks from high,
Whicn solemn night has vanished suddenly; o
z
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When winter melts, and frees the frozen houn,

And spring’s green boogh is gemm'd with silvery Sowers:
So bloom'd the virgin ISI:IEEI In OUr cyes,

With full voluptuous limbs, and towering size &

In shape, in height, in stately presence fair,

Straight = a farrow rﬂgliﬂiug from Ehc h:hm 3

A cypren of the gardens, spiring hig

A courser in the can of Thesly,

So rosecomplexion'd Helen charm'd the sight;

Our Sparta’s grace, our glory, and delight,”

Thescriens (Eltsw's ¢7.).
Helen's Suitors

A daughter of Jupiter and Leda (whom Jove had
courted in the guise of a snow-white swan), Helen had
many suitors who ardently strove to win her favour, The
noblest, bravest, and best came to woo and hoped to win;
but all were left in suspense, as the maiden did not show
any preference, and refused to make known her choice.

yndareus, Helen's stepfather, thinking the rejected
suitors might attempt to steal her away from any husband
she selected, proposed that all the candidates for her
hand should take a solemn oath, binding themselyes to
respect the marital rights of the favoured suitor, and
help him regain possession of his wife should any one
venture to kidnap her,

" This was cause

To Tyndarus her father of much donbt,
gﬁ E.T;;:dmli:t::mhim and how best

o une his; at lengih this thought
Occurr'd, that each to each the wooer giulmu
Their gath, and plight their hands, and on the fsmes
Pour the libztions, and with solemn Yo
Bind their firm faith that him, who should obtain
The virgin for his bride, they all woald zid 3
If any dar'd to seize and besr her off,
And drive by force her husband from hes bed,
All would unite in srms, and lay his town,
Greek or Barbaric, level with the groand.™

b Buripides (Porser's 2r.),
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THE ABDUCTION OF HELEN

All agreed to this proposal, the oath was taken, and
Helen, whose deliberations had come to an end, bestowed
her hand upon Menelaus, King of Sparta,

The Abduction of Helen

On his arrival at Sparta, in Lacedzmonia, Paris was
received with graceful hospitality by Menelaus and
Helen. He had not sojourned there many days, how-
ever, before the king was called away from home, and
departed, confiding to his wife the care of entertainin
his princely guest. During his absence, Paris, urg
by Venus, courted Helen so successfully that she finally
consented to elope with him, and allowed herself to be
borne away in triumph to Troy,

% Then from her busband's stranger-sheltering home,

He tempted Helen o'er the ocesn fosm,*
Coluthus (Elten's 27.).

Menelaus, on his return from Crete, discovered his
Euust'a treachery, and swore never to rest satisfied until
¢ had recovered his truant wife and punished her
seducer, Messengers were sent in haste in every direc-
tion, to summon Helen’s former suitors to keep their
oath, and join Menelaus at Aulis with men and wea
All came promptly at his call except Ulysses, King of
Ithaca, who, to console himself for Helen's refusal of
his suit, had married her cousin, Penelope, and had now
no dearer wish than to linger by her side and admire his
infant son, Telemachus,

In the presence of the messenger Palamedes, Ulysses
feigned insanity, hoping thereby to elude the tedious
journey to Troy; but the messenger was not so easily
duped, and cleverly determined to ascertain the truth
by stratagem. One day, therefore, when the king was
ploughing the sea-shore with an ox and horse harnessed

ayz
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together, and sowing this strunge field with sale, Pala.
medes placed the babe Telemachus in the furrow, directly
in front of the plough, and marked how skilfully Ulysses
turned his ill-assorted team aside to avoid harming his
heir. This action sufficed to prove to Palamedes that
the king had not lost all control of his senses, and
enabled him to force Ulpsses to obey Menelaus'
summons,

At Aulis the assembled army with unanimous consent
clected Agamemnon, Menelaus' brother, chief of the
expedition, which numbered, among many others,
Nestor, noted for his wise counsel ; Ajax, gigantic in
strength and courage; and Diomedes, the renowned
warrior,

The troops were assembled, the vessels freighted ; but
before they departed, the chiefs considered it expedient
to consult an oracle, to ascertain whether their expedi-
tion was destined to succeed. In a somewhat veiled
and ambiguous manner, they received answer that Troy
could never be taken without the aid of the son of
Peleus and Thetis, Achilles, of whom the Fates had pre-
dicted he would surpass his father in greatness,

The Hero Achilles
Thetis loved this only child so dearly, that when he
g:u buthl. babe, she l];mg carried him to the banks of the
tyX, whose waters had the magic power of rendering
all the parts they touched invulnerable, Premising that
her son would be a great warrior, and thus exposed to
grear danger, she plunEul him wholly into the tide with
the exception of one heel, by which she held him, and
then returned home,
Some time after an oracle foretold that Achilles would
die beneath the walls of Troy from a wound in his heel,
:i;: only vulnerable part of his body. With many tears
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Thetis vowed that her son should never leave her to
encounter such a fate, and entrusted the care of his
education to the Centaur Chiron, who had taught all the
greatest heroes in turn.

From this instructor Achilles learned the arts of war,
wrestling, poetry, music and song—all, in short, that
an accomplished Greek warrior was expected to know
—and, when his studies were finished, returned to his
father's court to glaudden his fond mother’s heart by his
presence.

Thetis’ joy was all turned to grief, however, when
rumours nfjth: war imminent between Greece and Troy
came to her ears, She knew her son would soon be
summoned, and to prevent his going, sent him off to
the court of Lycomedes, where, under some pretext,
he was prevailed upon to assume a disguise and mingle
with the king's daughters and their handmaidens,

One messen after another was despatched to
summon Achilles to join the fleer at Aulis, but one
after another returned without having seen him or
being able to ascertain where he was hiding. The
Greeks, however anxious to depart, dared not sail
without him, They were in despair, until Ulysses, the
wily, proposed a plan, and offered to carry it out,

ek 9] man of many ar
Svu{:?' Laertes, :um{ in?:h:::,
That rugged isle, and skilled in every form

Of shrewd device and action wisely planned.™
Homer (Bryands i)

Arrayed in pedlar’s garb, with a pack upon his
shoulders, Ulysses entered Lycomedes' palace, where
he shrewdly suspected Achilles was concealed, und
offered his wares for sale. The maidens selected
trinkets ; but one of them, closely veiled, seized a
weapon concealed among the ornaments, and brandished
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it with such skill th;l: Ulysses saw tgrough mmﬂ ;d
disguise, explained his presence and p and by
hi:g :!oquennzhpmud:d the young A:m accom-
pany him to Aulis.

The Greeks were now ready to embark ; but no
favourable wind came to swell the sails, which day after
day hung limp and motionless against the tall masts of
their vessels.

[ T"Il: U-'WPI
Collected and embodied, here we sit

Inactive, and from Aalis wish to sail

In vain."
Burigides (Potter's tr.).
The Sacrifice of Iphigenia

Calchas, the soothsayer of the expedition, was again
consulted, to discover how they might best win the
favour of the gods ; and the pu‘Irun cﬁ' the r:plg given
was that no favourable wind would blow until Iphigenia,
daughter of Agamemnon, were offered up in sacrifice
to appease the everlasting gods.

Many other propitiatory methods were tried ; but as
they all proved ineffective, Agamemnon, urged by his
companions, sent for his daughter, feigning that he
wished to celebrate her nuptials with Achilles his
departure.

“I wrote, T seal'd
A letter to my wife, that she should seod

Her daughter, to Achilles 21 2 bride
Afftanc'd ™
Ewripides (Potter’s &),
Iphigenia came to her father sceret] delighted at
being the chosen bride of such a hero : {:ut. instead of
being led to the hymeneal altar, she was dragged to
the place of sacrifice, where the riest, with uplifted
knife, was about to end her suficrings, when Diana
::Ed:nly appeared, snatched her up in & cloud, and
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left in her stead a deer, which was duly sacrificed, while
Iphigenia was borne in safety to Taurus, where she
became & pricstess in one of the goddess’s temples,
The gods were now propitious, and the wind slowl

rose, filled the sails of the waiting vessels, and w'nftns
them swiftly and steadily over the sea to the Trojan
shores, where an army stood ready to prevent the
Gresk troops from disembarking. '{'he invaders were
eager to land to measure their strength against the
Trojans ; yet all hesitated to leave the ships, for an
oracle had foretold that the first warrior who attempted
to land would meet with instant death.

4 The Delphic oracle foretald
That the fint Greek who tonched the Trojan strand
Shonld die.'™
Werdrmorth,

Protesilaus and Laodamia

Protesilaus, a brave chicf, seeing his comrades
irresolution, and animated by a spint of self-sacrifice,
sprang boldly ashore, and perished, slain by the enemy,
as soon as his foot had touched the foreign soil.
When the tidings of his death reached his beloved wife,
Laodamia, whom he had left in Thessaly, her heart
was well-nigh broken ; and in her despair she entreated
the gods to let her die, or allow her to see her lord once
more, were it but for a moment. Her appeal was so
touching, that the gods could not refuse to hear it, and
bade Mercury conduct her husband's shade back to earth,
to tarry with her for three hours' time.

“%Such grace hath crowned thy prayer,
Laodamia | that at Jove's command 4 d
Thy husband walks the paths of upper air :
He comes to tarry with thee three houn' space
Accept the gift, behold him Gice to fice |’
WFardsmworsh, -
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With an inarticulate cry of joy, Laodamia beheld the
beloved countenance of Protesilaus once more, and from
his own lips heard the detailed account of his early death,
The three hours passed all too quickly in delicious inter-
course ; and when Mercury reappeared tolead him back
to Hades, the Iorir;g wife, unable to endure a second
parting, died of grief.

The same grave, it is said, was the resting-place of this
united pair, and kind-hearted nymphs planted clm trees
over their remains. These trees grew * until they were
high enough to command a view of Troy, and then
withered away, while fresh branches sprang from the

: t L] ]
¥ Upon the sids
Of Hellapont (such faith was entertzined)
A knot of :Eiry trees for ages
From ont the tomb of him for whom she died ;
And ever, when such starure they had F].nul
That Hium's walls were subject to their view,
The trees” tall sumemits withered at the sight =
A constant interchangs of growth and blight I"
Fordiwerth

Hostilities had now begun, and the war between the
conflicting hosts was waged with equal courage and skill.
During nine long years of uninterrupted strife, the
Greeks' effort to enter Troy, or Ilium, as it was also
called, were vain, as were also the Trojans’ atcempts to
force the foe to leave their shores. This memorable
struggle is the theme of many poems. The oldest and
most renowned of all, the Iliad, begins with the story of
the tenth and last year's events,

Among a number of captives taken in a skirmish by
the Hellenic troops were two beautiful maidens, Chryseis,
t}:aughter of Chryses, priest of Apollo, and Briseis, The
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prisoners were, as usual, allotted to various chiefs, and
Agamemnon received the priest’s daughter as reward for
his bravery, while Achilles triumphantly led to his tent
the equally fair Briseis.

When Chryses heard that his child had fallen into the
hands of the enemy, he hastened to Agamemnon'’s tent to
offer a rich ransom for her recovery ; but the aged father’s
entreaties were all unheeded, and he was dismissed with
many heartless taunts, Exasperated by this cruel treat-
ment, he raised his hands to heaven, and implored Apollo
to avenge the insults he had received by sending down
upon the Greeks all manner of evil. This prayer was
no sooner heard than answered, by the sun god’s sending
4 terrible plague to decimate the enemy’s troops.

# The aged man indignantly withdrew ;
And Phecbus—ior the pricst was dear to him—
Granted his prayer, lhs sent among the Greeks
A deadly shait, _Thepeﬁpltnfthtﬂmp
Were perishing in heaps.
Hemer (Bryaals 1),

The Greeks, in terror, now consulted an oracle to
know why this calamity had come upon them, and how
they might check the progress of the deadly discase
which was so rapidly reducing their forces. They were
told that the plague would never cease until Agamemnon
surrendered his captive, and thus disarmed Apollo’s
wrath, which had been kindled by his rude refusal to
mr;illy with the aged priest’s request.

the Greek chiefs, assembled in council, decided to
send Achilles to Agamemnon to apprise him of their
wish that he should set Chryseis free,—a wish which he
immediately consented to grant, if Briseis were given
him in exchange.

The plague was raging throughout the camp; the
cries of the sufferers rent the ar; many had already
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succumbed to the scourge, and all were threatened with
an inglorious death.  Achilles, mindful of all this, and
anxious to save his beloved companions, consented to
comply with this unreasonable request ; but at the same
time he swore that, if Agamemnon really tock his
captive away, he would not strike another blow.

Chryseis was immediately consigned to the care of a
herald, who led her back to her aged father's arms.
Ready to forgive all, now that his child was restored
to him, Chryses implored Apollo to stay his hand, and
the ph}gu: instantly ceased.

As for emnon, he sent his slaves to Achilles'
tent to lead away Briscis; and the hero, true to
his promise, laid aside his armour, determined to fight
no more.

*The grear Achilles, swilt of foot, remained
Within his ships, indignant for the sake
OF the fair-haired Briseis,”

Hamer (Bryants tr.).

Thetis, hearing of the wanton insult offered her son,
left her coral caves, ascended to Olympus, cast herself
at Jupiter’s feet, and with many tears tremulously p:ﬁ'njbd
he would avenge Achilles and make the Greeks fuil in
all their attempts as long as her son's wrath remained
unappeased,

Jupiter, touched by her beauty and distress, frowned
until the very firmament shook, and swore to make the
Greeks rue the day they left their native shores,

*“To give Achilles honour and to cause
Mpyriads of Greeks to petish by their fleer.®
Homer (Bryants ir.).

In consequence of a treacherous dream urposely sent
by Jupiter to delude him, Agamemnon lgpnm nglblﬂd
his _'-"WP. and proposed 2 new onslaught upon the
Er:gm orces. But when the army was drawn up in
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battle array, Hector, the cldest son of Priam, and
therefore leader of his army, stepping forward, pro-

that the prolonged quarrel should be defi-
nitely settled by a single combat between Paris and
Menelaus.

s Hector then itood forth snd said :

* Hearken, ye Trojns and ye nobly-armed

Achaians, to what Paris says by me.

He bids the Trojans and the Greehs lay down

T'heir shining gems upon the teeming earth,

And he and Menelaus, loved of Mars,

Will strive in single cambat, on the ground

Betwesn the hosts, for Helen and her wealth ;

And he who shall o’ercome, and prove himsell

The better warriar, to his home shall bear

The tressore and the woman, while the rest

Shall frame a solemn covenant of peace,’”

Homer (Bryant's e )

This proposal having been received favourably
Menelaus and Paris soon engaged in a duel, which
was witnessed by both armies, by Helen and Priam
from the Trojan walls, and by the everlasting gods
from the wooded heights of Mount Ida; but in the
very midst of the fight, Venus, seeing her favourite
gbout to succumb, suddenly nn:tch:dn%im away from
the battlefield, and bore him unseen to his chamber,
where he was joined by Helen, who bitterly reproached
him for his cowardly flight.

Indignant at this interference on Venus' part, the gods
decreed that the war should be renewed; and Minerva,
assuming the form of a Trojan warrior, aimed an arrow
at Menelaus, who was vainly secking his vanished op-
ponent. This act of treachery was the signal for a

eneral call to arms and a renewal of hostilities.

ntless deeds of valour were now performed by
the heroes on both sides, and also by the gods, who
mingled in the ranks and even fought against each
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other, until recalled by Jupiter, and forbidden to fight
any more.
or a little while fortune seemed to favourthe Greeks;
and Hector, hastening back to Troy, bade his mother
o to the temple with all her women, and endeavour by
er prayers and gifts to propitiate Minerva and obtain
her m. Then he hastened off in search of his wife
Andromache and little son Astyanax, whom he wished
to embrace once more before rushing out to battle and
possible death,

Hector and Andromache

He found his palace deserted, and, upon questioning
the women, heard that his wife had gone to the Scean
Gate, where he now drove as fast as his noble steeds
could draw him. There, at the gate, took place the

parting scene, which has deservedly been called the most
pathetic in all the Iliad, in which Andromache vainl

tried to detain her husband within the walls, while
Hector gently reproved her, and demonstrated that his
duty called him out upon the field of battle, where he
must hold his own if E:mul:i not see the city taken,
the Trojans slain, and the women, including his mother
and beloved Andromache, borneawayinto bitter captivity,

“ Andromache
Prened to his side meanwhile, and, all in tears,
Clong to his hand, and, thus beginning, wid :—

*Too brave ! thy waloar yet will canse thy death,

Thou hast no pity an thy tender child,
Nor me, nuh:;::&); one, who soon must be
Thy widow, the Greeks will rush on thee
To take thy life, A bappier lot were mine,
If T ma lose thes, to go down to earth,
For [ vhall have no hops whea thou art gone,—
Nothing but sorrow, Father have I none,
And no dear mother,
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* Hector, thou

Art father and dear mother now to me,
And brother and my youthful spouse besides,
In pity keep within the fortress here,
MNor make thy child an orphan nor thy wife
A widow,'

Then answered Hector, great in war : * All this
I bear in mind, dear wife ; bot I should stand
Ashamed before the men snd long-robed dames
Of Troy, were [ to keep aloof and shun
The conflict, coward-like.""

Hemer (Bryext's tr.).

Then he stretched out his arms for his infant son,
who, however, shrank back affrighted at the sight of
his brilliant helmet and nodding plumes, and would not
go to him until he had set the gleaming headdress aside.
After a passionate prayer for his little heir's future
welfare, E:::mr gave the child back to Andromache,
and, with a farewell embrace, sprang into his chariot
and drove away.

44 Borrow not thos, beloved one, for me.
Mo living man can send me to the shades
Before my time ; no man of woman born,
Coward or brave, can shun his destiny. '
But go thou home, and tend thy labours there,—
The web, the distaff,—and command thy maids
Tos the work, The cares of war pertain
To all men bors in Troy, and most to me ™
Hemer (Bryaat's 1),

Paris, ashamed now of his former flight, soon joined
his brother upon the battlefield, and together they per-
formed many deeds of valour., The time Iu.c{ now
come when Jupiter was about to redeem the promise

iven to Thetis, for little by little the Greeks were
orced to yield before the might of the Trojans, who,
stimulated by their partial success, and fired by Hector's
example, performed miracles of valour, and finally drove

their assailants into their entrenchments,
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Death and defeat now d the footsteps of
the Greek forces, who were driven, inﬂ}r inch, away
from the walls, ever ncarer the place where their vessels
rode at anchor. They now ardently longed for the
assistance of Achilles, whose mere presence, in days
gone by, had filled the Trojan hearts with terror: but
the hero, although Briseis had been returned unmaolested,
paid no heed to their entreaties for aid, and remained a
sullen and indifferent spectator of their flight, while the
Trojans began to set fire to some of the vessels of their

fleet,
“The goddess-born Achilles, swift of foot,
Beside his ships atill brooded o'er his wrath,
Nor came to counsel with the illustrious chiefy,
Nor to the war, bat saffered idieness
To est his heart away ; for well be loved
Clameur and combar,”
Homer (Brysst's or.).

Discouraged by all these reverses, in spite of their
brave resistance, the Greeks, in despair, concluded that
the gods had entirely forsaken them, and beat a hasty
and ignominious retreat to the shore, closely followed
by the enemy, who uttered loud cries of triumph.

Patroclus, Achilles’ intimate friend, then hastened to
the hero's side to inform him of his comrades’ flight,
and implore him once more to rescue them from ine
evitable death. But Achilles, summoning all his pride
to his assistance, did not waver in his resolve. Sud-
denly Patroclus remembered that the mere sight of
Achilles’ armour might suffice to arrest the enemy’s
advance and produce a diversion in favour of the
Greeks ; so he asked ;I:crmj.asiun to wear it and lead
gv,: Myrmidons, Achilles' trusty followers, into the

i “Send me ut least into the war,

= And let me lead thy Myrmidons, that thus
3
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The Grezks may have same glezam of hope, And giva
The srmour from thy shoulders, 1 will wear

Thy mail, and then the Trojans, at the sighe,

May think I am Achilles, snd may pause

From fighting, and the warlike sons of Greece,

Tired 28 they are, may breathe once more, and pala

A respite from the conflice.”
Hemer (Bryands tr.).

Achilles had sworn, it 18 true, not to return to the
scene of strife, but was quite willing to lend men and
arms, if they might be of any use, and immediately
placed them at his friend's disposal. Hastily Patroclus
donned the glittering armour, called aloud to the
Myrmidons to follow his lead, and rushed forth to
encounter the enemy,

The Trojans paused in dismay, thinking Achilles had
conie, and were about to take flight, when all at once
they discovered the fraud. Wih renewed courage
they opposed the Greck onslaught. Many heroes bit
the dust in this encounter, among others Sarpedon, the
son of Jupiter and Europa—whose remains were borne
away. from the huil:!:]u:ﬁv.eh:{:l by the twin divinities S
and Death—ere Hector, son of Priam, and chief among
the Trojan warriors, challenged Patroclus to single
combat. Needless to say, the two closed in deadly
battle, and fought with equal valour, until Patroclus,
already exhausted by his previous efforts, and betrayed
by the gods, finally succumbed.

““The hero fell
With clushing =ail, and all the Greeks beheld

His fll with geief™
Hemer (Bryants ),

With a loud ery of victory, Hector wrenched the
armour off the mangled corpse, and quickly withdrew
to array himself in the brilliant spoils, The tidings of
Patroclus’ fall spread rapidly through all the Grecian

T afg
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camp, and reached Achilles, who wept aloud when he
heard that his beloved friend, who had left him but a
short time before full of life and energy, was now no
more, So loudly did the hero mourn his loss, that
Thetis, in the quiet ocean depths, heard his groans, and
rushed to his aiﬁc to ascertain the cause.

Into his mother’s sympathetic ear Achilles poured
the whole story of his grief and loss, while she gently
strove to turn his thoughts aside from the sad event,
and arouse an interest for some pursuit less dangerous
than war. All her efforts were vain, however ; for
Achilles’ soul thirsted for revenge, and he repeatedly
swore he would go forth and slay his friend's murderer.

 No wuh
Hare 1 to live, or to concern mysclf
In men's ulfairs, save this ; that Hector fimst,

Fierced by my. spear; shall yicld his life, and
The debt of vengeance for Parroclas alain.” =

Hemer (Bryasts tr).

The Armour of Achilles

Then, in sudden dread lest Hector should fall by
another’s hand, or withdraw from the bartlefield and
thus escape his vengeance, Achilles would have rushed
from his tent unarmed ; but his mother prevailed upon
him to wait until the morrow, when she promised to
bring him a full suit of armour from Vulcan's own
hand. Rapidly Thetis then traversed the wide space
which ates the coast of Asia Minor from Mount
Atna, where Vulcan laboured at his forge.

_ *“She found him there
Sweating and toiling, snd with busy hand

Plying the bellows.”
Hemer (Bryand's ).

Arrived before him, she breathlessly made known

h‘; errand, and the god promised that the arms should
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be ready within the given time, and immediately set to
work to fashion them. By his skilful hands the
marvellous weapons were forged ; and when the first
streak of light appeared above the horizon, he con-
signed them to Thetis, who hastened back to her son's
tent, where she found him still bewailing the loss of
Patroclus.

During Thetis' absence, messengers had come to
Achilles' tent to warn him that Patroclus’ body was
still in the enemy’s hands, and to implore him to come
and rescue the precious corpse. Mindful of his promise
to his mother, Achilles still refused to fight, but, spring-
ing udpan the rampart, uttered his mighty war-cry, the
sound of which fiilled the enemy's hearts with terror,
and made them yield to the well-directed onslaught of
Ajax and Diomedes, who finally succeeded in m::nv:ﬁnq-
the body, which they then reverently bore to Achilles
tent.

To console Achilles for his friend's death, Thetis
exhibited the glorious armour she had just obtained,
helped him to put it on, and then bade him go forth
and conquer.

%4 Leave we the dead, san, since it hath plessd
The gods that he should Gl ; and now receive
This vumptuous armour, forged by Vulean's hand,
Beaariful, such &1 no man ever wore." ™ !
Huswer (Bryand's tr).
The Death of Hector

Thus armed, mounted in his chariot drawn by his
favourite steeds, and driven by his favourite charioteer
Automedon, Achilles went forth to battle, and at last
seeing Hector, whom alone he wished to meet, he
rushed upon him with a hoarse cry of rage. The Trojan
hero, at the mere sight of the dcc;er hatred which shone
in Achilles’ eyes, turned to flee. Achilles pursued him,
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and taunted him with his cowardice, until Hector turned
;nd fought with all the courage and recklessness of
espalr.

Their blows fell like hail, a cloud of dust enveloped
their struggling forms, and the anxious witpesses onl
heard the dull thud of the blows and the metallic clas
of the weapons. Suddenly there came a loud cry, then
all was ll:i].t.";.J and when the dust-cloud had blown away,
the Trojans from the ramparts, where they had waited
in agony for the issue of the fight, beheld Achilles tear
the armour from their champion’s body, bind the corpse
to his chariot, and drive nine times round the city walls,
Hector's princely head dragging in the dust. Priam,
Hecuba, and Anc{rnma:he, Hector's wife, were agonised
spectators of this ignominious treatment, and finally
they saw Achilles drive off to the spot where Patroclus'
funeral pile was laid, and there abandon the corpse,

Achilles then returned to his tent, where for a lon
time he continued to mourn his friend’s untimely end,
refusing to be comforted.

The gods, from their celestial abode, had also wit-
nessed this heartrending scene, and now Jupiter sent
Iris to Thetis, and bade her hasten down to Achilles
and command him to restore Hector's body to his
mourning family, He also directed Mercury to lead
Priam, unscen, into Achilles’ tent, to claim and bear
away his son’s desecrated corpse. Thetis, seeking
Achilles in his tent, announced the will of Jove :

“]1 am come
A mesienger from Jove, who bids me sy
The immoreals are offiended, and himself
Tue moat, that thou shouldst in thy spite detain
The cone of Hector st the beaked ships,
Refusing its release.  Comply thou, then,
And take the tansom and restore the dead ™
= Haemer ( Bryams's ir.)
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Mercury acquitted himself with his usual despatch
and soon guided Priam in safety through the Grecian
camp to Achilles’ tent, where the aged king fell at the
hero's fect, humbly pleading for his son's body, and
proffering a princely ransom in exchan

Achilles, no longer able to refuse this entreaty, and
touched by a father's tears, consigned Hector’s corpse
to the old man's care, and promised an armistice of
fourteen days, that the funeral rites in both camps
might be celebrated with all due pomp and solemnity ;
and with the burial of Hector the lliad comes to a
close.

At the end of the truce the hostilities were renewed,
and the Trojans were reinforced by the arrival of
Penthesilca, queen of the Amazons, who, with a chosen
troop of warrior maidens, came to offer her aid. The
brave queen afforded them, however, only temporary
relief, as she was slain by Achilles in their very first
cncounter,

He, too, however, was doomed to die “in the flower
of his youth and beauty,” and the Fates had almost
finished spinning his thread of life, In an early
skirmish, while in close pursuit of the Trojans, Thetis’
son had once caught sight of Polyxena, daughter of
Priam, and had deeply smitten by her girlish
charms. He now vainly tried to make peace between
the conflicting nations, hoping that, were the war but
ended, he might obtain her hand in marriage,

The Death of Achilles
His efforts to make peace failed ; but at last he pre-
vailed upon Priam to celebrate his betrothal with Poly-
xena, with the stipulation that the marriage would
take place as soon as the war was over. The
betrothal ceremony was held without the city gates;
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and Achilles was just about to part from his blushin
betrothed, when Paris, ever treacherous, stole b:hinﬁ
him and shot a poisoned arrow into his vulnerable heel,
thus slaying the hero who had caused so many brave
WArriors tnﬁ:ite the dust.

 Thus great Achilles, who had shown his zeal
In haling wounds, died of a wounded heel.™
0. . Helnes,

His armour—the glorious armour forged by Vulcan
—was hotly mntﬂt:ﬁ for by Ulysses and Ajax, The
former finally obtained the coveted weapons; and
Ajax’ grief at their loss was so intense, that he became
insane, and killed himself in & fit of frenzy, while
Polyxena, inconsolable at her betrothed’s death, com-
mitted suicide on the magnificent tomb erected over
his remains on the Trojan plain, Another version has
it that Polyxena was torn from the arms of Hecuba
and offered up as a sacrifice upon the tomb of Achilles
by his son Pyrrhus.

Philoctetes

The oracles, silent so long, now announced that Troy
could never be taken without the poisoned arrows of
Hercules, then in the keeping of Philoctetes, This
hero had started with the expedition, but had been put
ashore on the lsland of Lemnos on account of a wound
in his foot, which had become so offensive that none
of the ship's company could endure his presence on

Ten long years had already elapsed since then, and
although a party of Greeks immediately set out in
scarch of him, they had but little hope ag finding him
alive. They nevertheless wended their way to the

me where they had deposited him, where, to their
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unbounded surprise, they still found him. The wound
had not healed, but he had muna.%cd to exist by killing
such game as came within reach of his hand,
“Exposed to the inclem ki
D:um:d l:::d le;;l:m hcmllittl :H'
No friend ar fellow-meoumner there,
T'o soothe his worrows, and divide his care §
Or seek the healing plant, of power to 'soage
His aching wound, snd mitigate its :

Sophoedes (Franmcklin's 1)),

Incensed by the Greeks' former cruel desertion, no
_entreaty could now induce Philoctetes to accompany the
messengers to Troy, until Hercules appeared to him in
a dream, and bade him go without delay, for there he
would find Machaon, Ksculapius’ son, who was to heal
his wound,

The Death of Paris

The dream was realised. Philoctetes, whole once
more, joined the Greek host, and caused great dismay
in the enemy's ranks with his poisoned arrows, One of
his deadlﬁ missiles even struck Paris, and, as the poison
entered his veins, it caused him grievous suffering.
Paris then remembered that his first love (Enone, who
knewall remedies and the best modes of applying them,
had once told him to send for her should he ever be
wounded. He therefore sent for CEnone ; but she, justly
offended by the base desertion and long neglect of her
lover, refused her aid, and let him die in torture.
When he was dead, (Enone repented this decision ; and
when the flames of his funeral pyre rose around him,
she rushed into their midst, nmf was burned to death
on his corpse,

* But when the gain’d the broader vale and aw
The ring of faces redden'd by the flames
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Infolding that dark body which had Lain
Of old in her embrace, pamed—snd then ask'd
Falteringly, * Who lies on yonder pyre i

ut every man was mate for reverence,
Then moving quickly forward till the heat
Smote on lier brow, she lifted up 2 voice
Of shrill command, * Who barns upon the pyre '
Whereon their aldest and their boldest said,
*He whom thon would'st not heal !” and all at ouce
The morning light of happy marriage broke,
Thro' all the clonded yesrs of widowhood,
And muffling up her comely head, and crying
“ Husband 1" she lespt upon the funseal pile,
And mixt herselfl with &im and past in fre”

Tennysoa.

Two of Priam's sons had already expired, and yet
Troy had not fallen into the hands of the Greeks, who
now heard another prophecy, to the effect that Troy
could never be taken as long as the Palladium—a sacred
statue of Minerva, saiv to have fallen from heaven—
remained within its walls. So Ulysses and Diomedesin
disguise effected an entrance into the city one night, and
after many difficultics succeeded in escaping with the
precious image,

The Wooden Horse

Men and chiefs, impatient of further delay, now joy-
fully hailed Ulysses’ proposal to take the city by strita-
Ecm. They therefore secretly built a colossal ‘wooden

orse, within whose hollow sides 2 number of braye
warriors mﬁht lie concealed. The main army feigned
weariness of the endless enterprise, and embarked,
leaving the horse as a pretended offering to Neptune ;
while Sinon, a shrewd slave, remained to persuade the
Trojans to drag the horse within their gates and keep
him there, a lasting monument of their hard-won
triumph,

256









THE STORY OF LAOCOON

To the unbounded joy of the long-besieged Trojans,
the Greek fieet then sailed away, until the island of
Tenedos hid the ships from view. All the inhabitants
of Troy poured out of the ¢ity to view the wooden horse
and question Sinon, who pretended to have great cause
of complaint against the Greeks, and strongly advised
them to secure their last offering to Neptune.

The Story of Laccoon

The Trojans hailed this idea with rapture ; but Lao-
coon, Neptune's priest, implored them to leave the horse
alone, lest they should bring untold evil upon their heads.

Wi Wretched coun . be cries,
" What momtrons madness blinds your eyes
Perchance—who knows | —thess planks of deal
A Grecian smbuscade conceal,
Oz 'tis a pile 1o o'erlook the town,
And pour from high invaders down ;
Or fraod lurks somewhere to liutmr 3
Misrruse, mistrust it, men of Troy [**
Firgil (Coningten'y #r.),
Deaf to all warnings and entreaties, they dragged
the colossal image into the very heart of their city,
tearing down & portion of their ramparts to allow its
passage, while Laocoon hastened down to the shore to
offer sacrifice to the gods. As he stood there by the
improvised alrar, with one of his sons on either side to
assist him in his office, two huge serpents came out of
the sea, coiled themselves around him and his sons, and
crushed and bit them to death,
“Unwwerving they
Toward Laocoon hold their way ;
First round his two young sons they wresthe,
And grind their limbs with mvage teeth :
Then, a1 with arms he comes to aid,
The wretched father they invade
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And twine in giant folds : twice round
His stalwart waist their spires are woond,
Twice round his neck, while over all
Their hesds and erests tower high and mll,
He strains his strength their knots to tear,
While gore and slime his fillets soear,
And to the anregardful skica
Sends up his agonising eries™

Firgil (Coningran's or.)

The awestruck witnesses of this terrible scene ac-
cepted this as a sure sign that the gods resented his
interference concerning the wooden horse, and had justly
punished the sacrilegious hand which had dared strike
it with a spear, merely to demonstrate, that, being hollow,
it might contain an armed band. Ever since then,
Laocoon and his sons' struggle with the serpents has
been a favourite subject for poets and artists.

The Fall of Troy

Meanwhile the Grecks had been hiding behind
Tenedos ; but when night came on they returned to
the site of their ten.years' encampment, and were let
into the city by Sinon, who also released their com-
panions from their prison within the wooden horse.
Although taken by surprise, the city guards made des-
perate attempts to repel the Greeks ; but it was now
t00 late, for the enemy had already broken into houses
and palaces, and were killing, pillaging, and burning all
who came in their way,

“ The melanc
The mim:zl: &t!lhl"l:hfll){ ‘.I"::'vn’
L onw the midn;
2k b ke e of Ve it o,
Palace and temple reel in ruin snd fall,
st i ol
an
With unsesited saughters o ors and speat
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THE FALL OF TROY

The royal family, even, was not excmpt from the
general massacre; and the aged Priam, who lived to
see his last son perish before hus eyes, finally found relicf
in death.

Their object accomplished, the Greeks immediately
sailed for home, their vessels heavily laden with plunder
and slaves. Butthe homeward journcy wasnot as joyful
as might have been expected 5 and many, after escaping
from the enemy’s hands, perished in the waves, or
found death lying in wait for them by their own fireside.

Menelaus, with his wife Helen, who, in spite of the
added ten years, retained all her youthful beauty, were
detained in Egypt by contrary winds, sent to punish
them for omitting the usual sacrifice to the gods. He
at Jast consulted Proteus, who revealed how the wrath
of the gods could best be allayed, and how favourable
winds could be secured to waft him home.

As for Agamemnon, leader of the Greeks, he returned
to Argos only to be murdered by his wife Clytemaestra
and her paramour /Egisthus,

@+ % sisthus, bent o it
Plotted ::%1““:: with ;;m;ui ty H;-;‘
And bade me to his houss, and slew me there,

Even at the bangquet.’"
Hemer (Bryast's tr.).

Then, mortally afraid lest Orestes, Agamemnon's son,
should avenge his father's death, Zigisthus prepared to
slay him too ; but Electra, the boy's sister, discovering
this intention, helped him to escape, and placed him
under the fatherly protection of Strophius, King of
Phocis, whose son, Pylades, became tTxi.'. inseparab
friend. In fact, their devotion to each other was so
great that it has become proverbial in every tongue,

Electra had not forgotten her father's base murder,
although years had elapsed since it occurred ; and when
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Orestes had attained manhood, she bade him come and
punish those who had committed the crime. Orestes
came, slew Egisthus and Clytemnestra, and then, terri-
fied at what he had done, took flight, but only to be
pursued by the Furies and Nemesis, goddess of revenge,
sent by the fuds to punish him for taking justice into
his own hands,

Arrived at Delphi, Orestes consulted the oracle, and
learned that his erime would be forgiven if he brought
a statue of Diana in Tauris back to Greece. The young
prince hastened thither, accompanied by the ever faithful
Pylades, who never left his side 3 and there, in a temple,
he found his long-lost sister Iphigenia, who helped him
obtain the image he sought, and accompanied him back
to his native land, where Nemesis left ]f; for ever,



CHAPTER XXVIII : ULYSSES

The Adventures of Ulysses
THE Greek chiefs, on their return from Troy,

were, a5 we have seen, all more or less visited

by the wrath of the gods; but none of them
endured as many hardships as Ulysses (Odyssens), King
of Ithaca, the hero of Homer's world-renowned epic the
Odyssey. During ten long years he roamed the seas,
driven away from his native Jand by adverse winds,
sailing about from place to place, Imi:ﬁ his ships and
companions, until at last the gods allowed him to
return home. His marvellous adventures and nume-
rous mishaps during these ten years form the theme
of the Odyssey, which is, shortly, as follows,

After leaving Troy in ruins, Ulysses embarked with
his men and spoils, and, favoured by a good wind, soon
came within sight of Ismarus, the home of the worthy
and wealthy Ciconians. To increase the riches he was
carrying home, he proposed to his army to land and
storm the city—a proposal which was enthusiastically
received and immediately carried out,

But when the men collected near the fleet, instead of
embarking as Ulysses urged them to do, they began to
drink the rich wine, to roast oxen whole, and to indulge
ir:Ian and revelry. While they were thus employed
and entirely off their guard, the neighbours and allies of
the Ciconians came upon them unawares, and put many
to death.

TheGreeks,slthough taken bysurprise, fought bravely;
but it was only when the sun was fast sinking that they
finally embarked, and left the fatal Ciconian shores.

# Onward we ailed, lsmenting bitterly
Qur comrades ilaim, yet happy to cxape
From death ourselves™ Homer (Bl:‘ﬂ-"l H.}.
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The Lotus-eaters

A hurricane soon arose. The fiying clouds Blotred
the stars from view. The vessels, with broken masts
and torn sails, were driven far out of their course, and,
after ten days, reached the land of the Latophagi or
Lotus-eaters—a people whose sole food consisted of
lotus fruit and blossoms,

Three of Ulysses' best men were sent ashore to
reconnoitre; but they had not gone very far before they
met the matives, seated under their favourite trees
h:mquﬁtini on their sweet food. These received the
strangers hospitably, and made them partake of the
lotus blossoms; but no soaner had the three men done
so, than all recallection of their waiting companions or
distant homes passed from their minds, while a dreamy,
lethargic sensation stole over them, and made them long
to recline there and feast for ever.

“ Whoever tasted ance of that sweet food
Withed mot to see his native COUDry more,
Nor give his fricnds the knowledge of his fate,
And then my messengers desired to dwell
Amony the Lotui-eaters, and to feed
Upon the lotus, never to retarn
Hemer (Bryeat's tr.),

Ulysses impatiently watched for their returns then,
seeing they did not appear, feared some evil had befallen
them, and st out, with a few well-armed men, to go in
search of them. Instead of finding them in chains, as
he fully expected, he soon perceived them feast
among the Lotus-eaters, Their eyes had lost
amimation, and rested upon him in 2 vague, dreamy
way, which aroused his suspicions. At the same
moment some of the Lotus-eaters advanced to invite
him and his troop to join in their feast,
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Branches bare of that enchanted stem

Laden with flower and fruit, whereof they gave

To each, but whoso did receive of them,

And taste, to him the gushing of the wave

Far, far away did scem to mourn and rave

On alien shores 3 and if his fellow spake,

Hi voice was thin, a8 voices from the grave §

And deep a ho scem’d, yet all awake,

And music in his ears his beating heart did make"
Texxysim.

In peremptory tones Ulysses quickly forbade his
men to taste of the magic food, directed them to seize
and bind their unwilling comrades, and forcibly take
them back to their ships, There the magic effect of
the lotus food soon wore away, and the men rowed
steadily westward until they came to the Island of
Sicily, then inhabited by the Cyclopes, a rude race of
one-eyed giants.

w A single ball of sight was fix'd
In their mid-forehead ; hence the Cyclops’ name:
Far that one circulsr eye was broad ealix'd
In the mid-forehesd :—strength was theirs, and force,
And craft of cunous toil."
Hesiod (Bins's ).

The main part of the fleet was stationed at another
island not far distant, but Ulysses and twelve com-
panions landed in Sicilzo'm search of food. The pros-
pect was promising, for on the plains and hillsides
%-m flocks of sheep cropped the tender grass; and

lysses and his followers soon came to a great cave
filled with rich stores of milk and cheese. This was
the abode of Polyphemus, son of Neptune, the lar
and fiercest among the gigantic Cyclopean race. The
Greeks' first impulse was to help themselyes, since no
one was there to say them nay ; but they finally decided
to await the master’s home-coming and courteously
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ack his assistance, Th:;.r had moored their vessel
under an mr:rhmgini cliff, where no one would be
likely to find it, and had therefore no fear lest their
means of escape should be cut off.

Polyphemus and Galatea
Polyphemus, the ugly giant in whose cave they were

waiting, had once seen the charming sea nymgh
Galarea riding in her pearl-shell chariot drawn by
vounding dolphins. Her unsurpassed loveliness made
a vivid impression upon him, and he was soon deeply
in love with her, He neglected his flocks, shunned his
companions, and spent all his time near the seashore,
watching for her, and bitterly cursing his fate, which
prevented his seeking her in her native element, for the
gods had cursed the race of Cyclopes with an uncon-
querable aversion to warer, He

Not in the littl ki : :D'l"d

the it

W?El;uk::: ufenm?’:uéu ﬂrsmm.,

But with consuming pasion. mu-: time

Would his focks go home by themselves at eve,

Leaving him wasting by the dark seashore,

And sunrise would Eehnldh.i.m wasting still"

Thescritas (Hand's 1r.).

To induce Galutes to leave the salt sea waves and
linger by his side on the white sandy beach, Poly-
phemus constantly made the most extravagant pro-
mises; but the dainty nymph merely laughed at all
his professions, and strolled on the shore only when
he was sound asleep, Although she made fun of his
love, she was not so obdurate to tne suit of Acis, &
very fascinating young shepherd, who had no need to
call her repeatedly, for she ulways yielded to his first
appeal, joyfully joined him and sat beside him under
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the shade of some great rock, listening to his tender
wooing.

Polyphemus once accidentally came upon them thus,
ere they were aware of his proximity. For 2 moment
he glared down upon them j then, seizing a huge rock,
he vowed his rival Acis should not live to enjoy the
love which was denied him, and hurled it down upon
the unsuspecting lovers. Galatea, the goddess, being
immortal, escaped unhurt ; but poor Acis, her beloved,
was crushed to death. The stream of blood from his
mangled remains was changed by the gods into an
exhaustless stream of limpid water, which ever hastened
down to the sea to join Galatea.

Ulysses and Polyphemus
Ulysses and his companions, waiting in the cave, soon
felt the ground shake beneath their feet, and saw the
sheep throng into the cave and take their usual places;
then behind them came the horrible apparition oF Poly-
phemus, who picked up a huge rock and placed it before
the opening of the cave, preventing all egress. Ulysses’
companions hsed shrunk with fear into the darkest
corners of the cave, whence they watched the giant milk
his ewes, dispose of his cheeses, and make his evening
meal. But the firelight soon revealed the intruders,
and Polyphemus immediately demanded who they were,
whence they came, and what they were seeking.
Ulysses, ever wily, replied that his name was No man,
that he and his companions were shipwrecked mariners,
and that they would fain receive his hospitality. In
answer to this statement, the Cyclops stretched forth
his huge hand and grasped two of the sailors, whom
he proceeded to devour for dessert. Then, his frightful
repast being ended, he lay down on the rushes and fell
L 0¥
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asleep, his loud snores reverberating like thunder
through the great cave.

Ulysses silently crept to his side, sword in hand, and
was about to kill him, when he suddenly recollected
that neither he nor his men could move the rock at the
cave's mouth, and that they would never be able to
escape. He therefore resolved to have recourse to a
stratagem.

When morning came, the giant rose, milked his
flock, made his cheese, 1i.rrsu1g;1'.-§1 the vessels, and then,
without the least waminﬁ, again seized and devoured
twoof the Greeks. His brawny arm next pushed aside
the rock, and he stood beside it with watchful eye
until all his herd had passed out; then replacing the
stone to prevent the escape of his prisoners, he went
off to the distant pasture-ground,

During his absence, ET-ErrSﬂca and his men devised a
cunning plan whereby they hoped to effect their escape,
and made all their preparations to ensure its complete
success. A huge pine club which they found in the
cave was duly pointed, hardened in the fire, and set
aside for future use.

When the darkness began to fall over the earth,
Polyphemus again rolled the stone away to admit his
flocks, keeping careful guard upon the Greeks. The
sheep all in, he replaced the m-cil): performed his usual
evening duties, and then devoured two more of Ulysses'
crew.

When this part of the evening meal was over,

ses drew near and offered him a leathern flask full
of heady wine, which the giant took down at a gulp,
little suspecting its effect, Very soon he sank into a
deep drunken sleep; and then the men, at a sign from
p!?Sm‘heated the Pnint of the club and thrust
it into his sole eye, in spite of his frightful crics and
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execrations, These soon, however, attracted the atten-
tion of the other Cyclopes, who thronged without the
cave, clamouring to know who was hurting him. “ No
man | replied the Cyclops, howling with pain, “ No
man |” which answer convinced his would-be helpers
that he needed no assistance, and made them disperse.
““1f no man does thes violence, and thon
Art quite slone, reflect that none escape
ovE.
PrasU Ty b ) Homer (Bryant’s tr.),
Deserted by his companions, Polyphemus spent the
night in agony ; and, when the anxious bleating of
his herd roused him at break of day, he fumblingly
milked them, and prepared to let them go forth, as
usual, in search of their morning meal. To prevent the
Greeks escaping, he rolled the stone only partly aside,
and allowed the sheep to pass out a few at a time, care-
fullyrunning his hmeec]:mrcanh broad back tomake sure
that none of the prisoners were mounted upon them.
Ulysses, meanwhile, having observed this manceuvre,
fastened his companions under the rams, reserving one
for his own use, and watched them pass out one after
the other undetected. Then, clinging to the wool of
the largest ram, he too was slowly dragged out, while
Polyphemus petted the ram, and inquirg how hecame
to pass out last of all.
** My favourite ram, how art thou now the last
To leave the cave # It hath pot beea thy wont
To let the sheep go first, but thon didst come
Earliest to feed among the flowery gram,
Walking with stately strides, and thow wert first
At the fresh stream, and first at eve to seek
The stable § now thou art the last of all.

Girievest thou for thy master, wha has Joat
Hia eye, put out by & deceitful wretch

And his vile crew 2* ™
Homer (Bryant's tr.).
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Ulysses, having thus escaped, sprang to his feet, set
his companions free, rushed with them down to the
seashore, taking the choice animals on board, and then,
when his men had rowed some distance, raised his
voice and taunted Polyphemus, revealing at the same
time his identity,

“¢Ha! Cyclom! those whom in thy recky cave
Thon, ﬁythr brutal fury, hast devoured,
Woere fricads of one not unexpert in war;
Amply have thy own guilty deeds returned
Upgion: thee. one! who didit not fear
To est the srangen sheltered by thy roaf,
Jove snd the other gods avenge them thm |
Cyclops, if any man of mortal birth
Note thine anseemly blindnes, and inquire
The eecanion, tell him that Laertes' som,
Ulynes, the destroyer of walled towns,
Whose hame it Ithaca, put out thine eye.”™

Hepter ( Bryands or.).

With a ery of rage, Polyphemus then ran down to
the shore, tore up some huge rocks, which he hurled
in the direction whence the taunting voice came, and
in his rage almost destroyed the Greeks ; for one piece
of rock fell very near their vessel, and they were forced

to redouble their efforts to row out of reach and pre-
vent disaster,

The Gift of FEolus

The Greeks now sailed on until they reached the
{Eolian lslands, where dwelt Folus, king and father of
the winds. He had heard of Ulysses’ prowess, received
him kindly, and at parting gave him a leathern bag
mutam:n%;i! the contrary winds, whith Ulysses was

thus at liberty to retain imprisoned until he had safely
reached home,
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Dayand night Ulysses’ barks now bounded over the
blue waves. On the ninth evening the shores of Ithuca
were discerned by the eager eyes on board, and all made
their preparation for landing early the next morning,
For the first time since he had left the Zolian shores,
Ulysses now indulged in sleep ; and while he was lost
in oblivion his sailors opened the leathern bag, intend-
ing to rob their master of a portion of his treasure,
for they imagined that Aolus had given him much
gold,

The bag was no sooner opened than the contrary
winds, weary and cram with their uncomfortable

osition, sprang out with a rush and a roar; and in a

w moments stirred up a terrible storm, which tore
the ships from their anchors and soon drove them far
out to sea.

After untold suffering, the Greeks landed again upon
the Holian Isle, and Ulysses sought the king, to beseech
his aid once more; but this time the god received him
coldly, and bade him depart, as his cruelty to Poly-
phemus had awakened the gods’ wrath,

¥ ¢ Hence with thes! Lesve our jaland instanty,
Vilest of living mea! It may not be
That I receive or aid 21 he de
One who iy hated by the blesed gods,—
And thou 21t hated by the godr,  Awsy 1"

Hemer (Bryand's tr.).

Sorrowfully now the Greeks embarked ; but, instead
of being hurried along by favourable winds, they were
obliged to row against wind and waves, and only after
many days came to the land of the Lastrygonians,
where fresh losses awaited them. These people were
cannibals, who were in the habit of slaying all the
strangers who visited their shores, to satisfy their hor-
rible appetites. When they saw the vessels enter their
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harbour, they sunk some of them by casting hage rocxs
at them from their tall cliffs, and speared and devoured
the unfortunate crews,

Ulysses, ever cautious, had lingered without the har-
bour; and when, from afar, he saw his companions’
horrible fate, he bade his men strike the waves with
* their sounding oars " and escape.

The Story of Circe

The Grecks went on again until they came to s,
an island inhabited by the golden-haired enchantress
Circe, sister of /Eetes, and aunt of Medea. Here
Ulysses' crew was divided into two parties, one of which,
led by Eurylochus, set out to explore the island, while
the other, headed by Ulysses, remained to guard the
ships. Through a dense farest, peopled with strangely
gentle wild beasts, Eurylochus led his force, until they
came in sight of the beautiful palace home of Circe.
From afar they could hear her sweet voice raised in
song, as she wove a beautiful web for her own adorn-
ment § so they pressed eagerly on, and entered the palace
hall, Eurylochus alone lingering on the porch, fearing
lest some fraud might suddenly be revealed.

Circe received her self-invited guests most graciously,
seated them on tapestry-covered couches, and bade her
numerous handmaidens speedily set before them all
manner of good cheer—an order which was immediately
carried out. The men feasted greedily, for they had
fasted for many days, and Circe watched them with ill-
concealed disgust. ~Suddenly she started from her seat,
waved her wand over their heads, and bade them assume
the form of swine (which obscene animals their gluttony
suggested), and hie them to their sties,

“Then instantly

She touched them with a wand, and shut them up
to
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In sties, transformed to swine in head and voice,
Bristles and thape, though still the homan mind
Remained to them. Thus sorrowing they were driven
Into their celly, where Ciree fung to them
Acorns of pak and ilex, and the fruit
Of cornel, such a1 nourish wallowing wine
Hemir (Bryant's tr.).

Eurylochus, meanwhile, vainly awaited their return,
and finally resolved to go back alone to the ships and
report what had happened. Sword in hand, Ulysses
then set out alone to rescue his comrades; but he had
not gone far before he met a youth,—Mercury in
disguise,—who warned him not to approach any nearer
Circe, and told him of his companions’ transforma-
tion,

As Ulysses would not be dissuaded from his pur-
pose, Mercury gave him some moly, a herb warranted
to preserve him from Circe's magic spells, and sundry
important directions, which were all duly listened to
and observed.

Ulysses and Circe

Pressing onward, Ulysses reached the palace, and
entering the banqueting-room, he accepted the cup
proffered by his charming hostess ; but Circe's mixture
was rendered ineffective by the power of the herb, and,
when she waved her wand over his head and bade him
join his fellows, he drew his sword and rushed upon

, threatening to take her life if she did not imme-
diately restore his friends to their human forms, and
promise to do them no further harm,

Circe, terrified at the threat, agreed to comply with
all his demands; and in a few moments Ulysses was
again surrounded by his companions, who were exceed-
ingly grateful for their rescue, Circe now prepared
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a second feast, and entertained them all so well, that
Ulysses lingered there for one whole year,
*“ And there from day to day
We lingered 3 full year, and hangueted
Nably aa plenteous meats and delicate wines,”
Humer (Bryents tr).

At the end of that time, Ulysses' companions began
to long for their own homes, and prevailed upon their
chief to leave the fair enchantress. At first Circe was
loth to let him go, but, secing that her efforts to
detain him longer would be of no avail, she bade him
seck the Cimmerian shores, and there consult the seer
Tiresias. This land, which lay on the confines of
Pluto’s dark realm, was inhabited by shadows, the
spirits.of the dead, condemned to sojourn there a while
ere they were admitted into Hades.

Ulysses embarked, and, sccording to Circe's direc-
tions, let his vessel drift along until its prow grated
on a pebbly beach, where he landed. Then, w:]king
straight hcfgm: him, he came to a spot whence he coul
hear the roar of the Phlegethon as it joined the Acheron,
and here he dug a trench with his sword,

The trench finished, he killed two black victims,
furnished by Circe, and made their blood flow into the
trench.  Immediately all the spirits crowded shout
him, eager to drink the fresh blood ; but Ulysses,
with drawn sword, forced them back, until at last
Tiresias, the blind seer, approached.

He was allowed to stoop down and drink ; and, as
soon as he had done so, he recovered the power of
human speech, and warned Ulysses of the many trials
still awaiting him. Then, his prophecy concluded,
he vanished ; but Ulysses lingered a little longer to
allow his mother to drink some blood, and explain

h::w she came to be here in the spirit land,
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Many others came and conversed with him; but at
last he was forced to depart, and return to /Eea, where
he lingered to perform the funeral rites for Elpenor,—
unuu;?his followers, & youth who had fallen asleep on
one of the palace turrets, and by an inadvertent move-
ment had fallen to the ground, where he had been
found dead.

The Sirens

These obsequies over, the Greeks, favoured a
fresh wind, left Circe's isle, and sailed along until they
drew near the rocky ledge where the Sirens had their
abode. These mardens were wont to sit on the rocks
and sing entrancing songs, which allured the mariners
until they turned aside from their course, and their
vessels were dashed to pieces on the rocks.

According to Circe's advice, Ulysses bade his men
bind him fast to the mast, disregard his cries and
gestures of command, and keep on their course until
the dangerous rocks were lost to view; but, before he
allowed them to execute these orders, he stopped their
ears with melted wax, so they could not hear a sound,
for he alone could hear the Sirens’ song and live.

The men then bound him hand and foot to the mast,
returned to their oars, and rowed steadily on, Soon
the Sirens’ melody fell upon Ulysses’ charmed ears;
but, although he commanded and implored his men
to set him free and alter their course, they kept steadily
on until no sound of magic song could reach them,
when they once more set their leader free.

Charybdis and Sevlla

Now, although this danger had been safely passed,
Ulysses was troubled in spirit, for he knew he would
soon be obliged to steer his course between two dread
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monsters, Charybdis and Scylla, who lay so close to-
gether, that, while striving to avoid one, it was almost
impossible not to fall an easy prey to the other.

Charybdis’ den lay under a rock crowned with a
single wild fig-trec; and three times daily she en-
gulfed the surrounding waters, drawing cven large
galleys into her capacious jaws,

As for Scylla, she too dwelt in a cave, whence her
six ugly heads protruded to devour any prey that came
within reach,

“No mariner can hoast
That he hni pawed by Scylla with 2 crew
Unharmed ; she smatcho from the deck, snd beans
Away in each grim mouth 2 living man.™
Heomer (Bryent't ir.).

This self-same Scylls, once 2 lovely maiden, had won
the heart of the sea god Glaucus, but coquettishly
tormented him until he implored Circe to give him
some love potion strong enough to compel her love,

Circe, who had long nursed a secret passion for
Glaucus, was angry at him, and jealous umr rival,
and, instead of a love potion, prepared a loathsome
drug, which she bade him pour into the water where
Scylla was wont to bathe. Glaucus faithfully did as
she commanded ;: but when Seylla plunged into the
water, her body, and not her {cn!ing:, changed, and
i:l became a loathsome monster, a terror to gods

men,

When in sight of the fig-tree, Ulysses, elad in armour,
stood on the prow to attack Scylla should she attempt
to seize one of his crew. The sound of the rushin
waters whirling around Charybdis made all on
tremble with fear, and the pilot steer nearer still to
dread Scylla’s den.

!uﬁuddcnly & piercing cry was heard, as the monster
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THE CATTLE OF THE SUN
seized six of the men and devoured them. The rest
passed on unharmed ; but since then, in speaking of
conflicting dl;:ﬁtrﬁ, it has been customary to use the
expression, “falling from Charybdis into Scylla.”

The Cattle of the Sun

Only too glad to effect an ecscape at any rice, the
Greeks again rowed on until they sighted Trinacria,
the i.v.lmztf‘::f the sun, where Phactusa and Lampetia
watched over the sun-god’s sacred herds, The men
wished to land here to rest: but Ulysses reminded
them that Tiresias, the blind seer, had warned them
to avoid it, lest by slaying any of the sacred animals
they should incur divine wrath.

The men, however, worn out with the toil of many
days’ rowing, entreated so piteously to be allowed to
rest, voluntarily pledging themselves to be content
with their own provisions and not to slay a single
animal, that Ulysses reluctantly yiclded to their
entreaties, and all went ashore,

After they had duly rested, they were still detained
by unfavourable winds, until all their provisions were
exhausted, and the few birds and fishes they managed
to secure nnIun?:r sufficed to still the pangs of hunger.

Led by Eurylochus, some of the men, furing one of
Ulysses' temporary absences, caught and slew some of
the sun-god’s ch, To the general amazement and
terror, the meat lowed while roasting on the spit, and
the empty skins moved and cmw]:g as if alive. All
these sounds and sights could not, however, deter the
satlors from their feast, which they kept up for seven
d;}f!. ere Ulysses could make them leave the Trinacrian
shores,

In the meantime, Lampetia had hastened to her
father to apprise him or the crime committed
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Ulysses’ men. In anger Apollo appeared before the
assembled gods and demanded vengeance, threatening
to withdraw the light of his countenance if he were not
properly indemniE:d_ Jupiter, to appease his hot
anger, immediately promised that all the offenders
should perish,
““Srill shine, O Sun | among the deathless gods
Asd mortal men, upon the nourishing earth.
Soan will I clesve, with 2 white thunderbolt,
Their galley in the midit of the black sea |*
Hemer | Bryant's tr)).
This promise he immediately fulfilled by druwnh:ﬁ
all excepting Ulysses, who alone had not partaken
the sacred flesh, and who, after clinging to the rudder
for nine weary days, a plaything for the wind and waves,
was washed ashore on the Island of Ogygia, where the
fair sea nymph Calypso had taken up her abode.

Ulysses and Calypso

There he was kindly and most hospitably entertained
during eight long years ; but he could not depart, as
he had no vessel or crew to bear him away. At last
Minerva, who had always befriended him, prevailed
upon Jupiter to allow him to return to Ithaca, Mer-
cury was sent to Ogygia to bid Calypso furnish all
things necessary for his comfort, and aid in the cone
struction of a huge raft, whereon our hero found him-
self afloat after many years of reluctant lingering on
the land,

All seemed well now; but Neptune suddenly became
aware that his old encmy, the torturer of Polyphemus,
was about to escape from his clutches. With one blow
of his trident he stirred up one of those sudden tem
whose fury nothing can withstand, shattered Ulvsses
;:?' and buffeted him about on the waves, until the



NAUSICAA AND ULYSSES
dess Leucothea, sceing his distress, helped him to
reach the Pheacian shore.

MNausicaa and Ulysses

Too weary to think of aught but rest, Ulyssesdragged
himself into a neighbouring wood, where he fell asleep
on a bed of dry leaves. While he was thus resting,
Minerva visited Nausicas, daughter of Alcinous, King of
the Pheacians, in a dream, and bade her go down to
the shore and wash her linen robes in readiness for her
wedding-day, which the goddess assured her was near
at hand, Nausicaa obeyed, and drove with her maidens
down to the shore, where, after their labours were duly
finished, they all indulged in a game of ball, with the
usual accompaniment of shrill cries and much laughter.
Their eries awoke Ulysscs, who came on the scene just
in time to save their ball from the waves, and claimed
Nausicaa's protection for a shipwrecked mariner:

She graciously permitted him to follow her to her
father's palace, and presented him to Alcinous and
Arete, who bade him welcome, and invited him to join
in the games then taking place. He did so, and dis-
played such strength and skill that his identity was
revealed. Alcinous then promised to send him safely
home in & Pheacian bark, which reached Ithaca in safety,
and deposited Ulysses, asleep, on his native shore,

When Neptune discovered that the Pheeacians had
outwitted him, he was so angry that he changed the
returning vessel into arack, which blocked the harbour
and put an end to further maritime excursions on their

T
= # He drew near

And smote it with his open palm, snd made
The ship a rock, fist rooted in the bed

Of the decp sea,”
dHemer (Bryass's ir)).
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The Return of Ulysses

Disguised as a beggar by Minerva's kindly care,
Ulysses sought the lowly dwelling of Eumsus, his
swineherd, and from him learned all he wished to know
about his wife and son. He heard that Penelope was
besieged with suitors, who were even now feasting and
revelling in his palace, whence they refused to depart
until she had made choice of a second husband: and
also that Telemachus, now a young man, indignant and
displeased with the suitors' conduct, and guided and
accompanied by his tutor Mentor, had set out in search
of the father whom he could not believe to be dead.

Mentor, none other than Minerva in disguise, guided
the young man to the courts of Nestor and Menelaus,
and finally in a dream bade him return to Ithaca, where
he would find the parent he sought, The young prince
immediately obeyed, and landed near Fumaens hut,
escaping a clever ambuscade posted by the suitors at
the entrance of the port.

Minerva now permitted the father and son to recog-
nise each other, in spite of their twenty years’ separation,
and together they E?nnm:d how best to punish the inso-
lentsuitors. They finallyagreed that Telemachusshould
return to the palace and make no mention of his father's
return, while Ulysses, still in the guisc of a beggar,
should enter his home and claim the usual hospitality.
All was executed as they had planned. No one recog-
nised the long-expected hero in the miserable old b
—no one save his aged nurse Euryclea, and his fmfﬁ':.lr
$ld dog Argus, who died for joy at his long-lost master's
eel,

* Whils over Arguos the black nigh of death
Came suddenly a3 soog ay hnhizdlm

Ulymes, absent now for twenaty years."

Homer {.lw‘.l' Ir.).
,Il



DEATH OF THE SUITORS

Penelope, hearing that a stranger was within her
gates, sent for him, to inquire whether he knew aught
of her husband. She too failed to pierce his disguise,
and idly continued a ]I:;i:ce of work with which she
was endeavouring to baffle her suitors; for, when urged
to marry, she had replied that she would do so as soon
as she had finished the tapestry upon which she was
at work.

As she was a diligent worker, the suitors expected
soon to hear her decision, little knowing that she undid
at night the web so carefully woven during the day.

*“ Three full yean
She practised thus, and by the frand deceived

The Grecian youtbs."”
Homer (Brpamt'sir).

At last the subterfuge was discovered, and the
unfortunate Penclope was forced to finish her work
but ere it was quite done, she found another expedient
to postpone her choice of a husband, She brought
Ulysses’ bow, and announced that she would marry the
man who could bend it and send an arrow through
twelve rings which she pointed out.

** 1 bring to you
The mighty bow that great Ulymes bore.
Whoe'er among you he may be whose hand
Shall bend this bow, and send through these twelve rings

An arrow, him 1 follow hence, and leave
This beautiful sbods of my youny years,

With all fts plenty,—though its memory,
I think, will haant ime svea i niy drees'

Homer (Bryaat’str.).
Death of the Suitors
The suitors all vainly strove to bend the mighty bow,
which was then seized by the disguised Ulysses, while
the youths laughed aloud in scorn, until Telemachus
bade them let the old man try his strength., To the
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amazement of all, Ulysses easily performed the required
feat; and then, turning his aim towards Antinous, the
handsomest and most treacherous of all the suitors, he
pierced his heart.

A scene of wild commotion ensued, in which Ulysses,
Telemachus, Eumeeus, and Minerva disguised as Men-
tor, opposed and slew all the wooers. Penélope,
unconscious of all this bloodshed, slept in her room,
until she was gently awakened by Euryclea with the
announcement of the return of her long-absent husband.

%+ Awake, Penelope, dear child, #nd see
With thinc own eyes what thou hast pined for long,
Ulysses has retarned ; thy lord is here,
Though lite, and he bas slain the arrogant crow

OfF suitors, who disgraced his honse, and made
His wealth a apoil, and dared inialt his son,'™

Hemer (Bryent's tr)
But Penelope had too long believed her husband
dead to credit this marvellous news; and it was only
after Ulysses had given her an infallible proof of his
identity, by telling her a secret which was shared by
her alone, that she received him.

Ulysses” Last Journey

Ulysses was now safe at home, after twenty years
of warfare and adventure, and st first greatly enjoyed
the quict and peace of his home life; but after a while
these tame joys grew wearisome, and he decided to
renew his wanderings. He therefore prepared a fleet,
and sailed “out into the West," whence he never
returned. The Greeks, however, averred that he had
gone in search of the Isles of the Blest, where he
dwelt in perfect peace, and enjoyed the constant society
of heroes as brave and renowned as himself.

4 Came, my friends,
1) *T'is not o late to seck & newer world.



ULYSSES' LAST JOURNEY
Push off, and sitting well in order, imite
The sounding forrows; for my pa holds
To uil heyond the sunser, and the
Of all the western stass, antil 1 die,
It msy be that the gulfs will wath v down !
It may be we shall touch the Happy liles,
And ses the grest Achills, whom we knew,
Tho' much is taken, moch abide: and the'
We are not now that strength which in old daps
Morved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are;
One equal temper of beroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will
T strive, to seek, to Bad, and not to yicld." "

Tennyion.
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CHAPTER XXIX : ZNEAS

The Adventures of Fneas

OU have already heard how the Greeks entered
I the city of Troy in the dead of night, massacred
the inhabitants, and sct fire to the beautiful
buildings which had been the king's pride and delight.
Now you shall hear Virgil's story of the escape of some
of the Trojans from general destruction.
Unconscious of coming danger, /Eneas, son of Venus
and Anchiscs, lay fast asleep in his palace; but the
ods had not doomed him to perish, and sent the
Eh:d: of Hector to warn him in a dream to arise,
leave the city, and fly to some distant land.

% Ah, goddess-born,’ he warns me, * iy !
Escape these Hames: Greecs holds the wallsg
Prood llinm from her summic falle
Think net of kings or country’s chaima:
Country and king, aln | are numes:

Could Troy be taved by hands of men,
This hand had saved her then, e'en then
The gods of her domestic dhrines
That country to your care consipns
Receive them now, to share your fate:
Provide them mansions strong and great,
The city’s walls, which Heaven has will=d
Beyond the seas you yet shall build ™
Firgll (Coningtes's tr.)

Awakened at last by the ever-increasing tumult
without, Alneas seized his arms and hastened forth,
attended by many of his fellow citizens, to ascertain
the cause of the great uproar. A few minutes later
he discovered that the Greek army had entered the
town, and was even now killing, plundering, and burn-
ing without mercy. The men were all shain, but the

women were dragged away to be sold as slaves
j22
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THE ADVENTURES OF /ENEAS
in Greeze; and among them ZHneas beheld in the
hands of Agamemnon's soldiers the unfortunate
daughter of Priam, Cassandra, whom the gods had
endowed with prophetic powers, but whom no one
would heed,

JEncas, seeing ere long that there was no hope of
saving the doomed city, quickly disguised himself in
Greek armour, which he tore from the corpse of one
of his foes, and rushed on to the palace, hoping to save
the aged king, who, at the first alarm, had seized his
weapons, determined to Eﬁht to the very last.

ecuba, his wife, was clinging to him, imploring him
to remain, when suddenly Polites, their son, rushed into
their presence, closely followed by Pyrrhus, or Neop-
tolemus, son of Achilles, who thrust hissword into the
youth, and then murdered Priam also.

# S0 Priam's fortunes closed at Iast 3
5o passed he, sccing a3 he paned
His Troy in Aames, hin royal tower
Laid low in dost hné'r.ile power, 5
Who once o'er fand an ples pro
Sat, while before him ﬁtiruhmtf:
Now on the shore behold him dead,
A nereless trunk, a trunklew kead ™

Virgil (Coningron’s ir.).

ZEneas, who arrived just too late to hinder this
frightful catastrophe, now suddenly remembered that
a similar fate awaited his aged father Anchises, his wife
Creusa, and little son lulus, who were at home without
any protector near them. The hero therefore madly
cut his way through the foe, and rushed through the
once magnificent palace, which was now m'ippndg of its
rarest treasures and desecrated by the feet of the enemy,

There, in one of the abandoned halls, he saw Helen,
the fair cause of all this war and bloodshed,—who,

jag
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after Paris' death, had married Deiphobus, his brother,
—and for & moment he determined to take her life;
but ere he could do so, Venus, his mother, stayed his
hand, and bade him remember that the immortal gods
had long ago decreed that the city should fall, and that
Helen was merely the pretext used to induce the rival
nations to fly to arms.

Further to convince him of the truth of her asser-
tions, she enabled him to see what was hidden from
mortal eyes. Neptune, Minerva, Juno, and Jupiter
himself were fighting and levelling the walls with
mighty blows, She then vehemently implored her son
to leave this scene of carnage, and fly, with his family
and followers, to some safe place without the city,
whence he could embark, and sail away to a2 more
fortunate land ; and her entreaties finally prevailed.

#HEneas and Anchises

AKneas rushed home and bade his father prepare to
leave Troy ; but Anchises obstinately refused to leave his
post, until he saw a bright flame hover for a moment
above his grandson’s head, which sign he interpreted as
an omen that his race should endure, He no longer
resisted ; and as he was too weak to walk, /Encas bade
him hold the Lares and Penates, and, taking him on his
back, carried him off, while with one hand he led his
little son, and bade Creusa closely follow him,

#4 Come, mount my shoulders, dear my sire 1

Such losd my stremuth shall never tire.

Now, whether fortune smiles or lowen,

One risk, one wfety shall be oon,

My wna shall journey ar my side,

My wife her steps by mine shall guide,

At divtance safe'™

Firgif (Conizgran®s t.).
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ENEAS AND ANCHISES

A trysting-place near a ruined temple had already
been a;{:ain%cdph;ar his servants, and thither /Aineas
turned his steps. When he arrived there, he found
many awaiting him, and counted them carefully to
make sure none were missing, All were there exce
Creusa, his beloved young wife ; and he retraced his
steps with anxious haste, hoping to find her still alive.
But on the threshold of his once happy home he met
her disembodied spirit, and heard her bid him seck the
banks of the Tiber, where a besutiful young bride
would comfort him for her loss. The speech ended,
Creusa’s ghost vanished, and /Eneas sadly returned to
the ruined temple, where he found many fugitives ready
to follow him wherever he went, and eager to obey his
every command, Their preparations for departure were
speedily completed, the sails unfurled, and the little
exiled band soon lost sight of the shores of Troy,

# Weeping I quit the the sh
Thcptijm ih:rl: llii:lur:t‘ﬂnod b::':;c,
And homeless lsunch upon the main,
Bon, kiendy, and home gods in my train,”
Virgil (Conington's 1r).

Although they had escaped from burning Troy and
the 5wor§s of the Greeks, their trials had only just
begun. After many days’ sailing they landed in Thrace,
viewed the country, decided to settle there, and
to trace the foundations of a new city, which they de-
cided to call /Encades, in honour of their leader.

Their next care was to offer a sacrifice to the gods;
but when ZEneas, with due ceremony, cut down & sap-
ling, he was startled to see blood flow from its severed
stem. At the same time a mysterious voice was h
bidding him forbear, for his former friend Polydorus,
sent to Thrace to conceal some tressures, had been
murdered there by an avaricious king, and this grove
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of trees had sprouted from the spear-handles driven
into his unhappy breast,

After paying the customary funeral rites to appease
the soul J his unfortunate friend, AEneas easily pre-
vailed upon his followers to leave these inhospitable
shores and seek another resting-place. They rowed
over the briny deep until they came to Delos, where
they stopped to consult the aracle, who bade them seck
thecn.d,ile of their race, and settle there.

44 Stout Dardan hearts, the realm of earth
Where fint your nation sprang to hirth,
That realm ahall now receive you back:
Go, seck your ancieat mother's track.
There shall Aneas' house, cenewed
For apes, rule 3 world whdued '™
Firgil (Coningren's i),

This obscure command left them uncertain what
course to pursue, until the aged Anchises remembered
that one of his ancestors, Teucer, had once reigned in
Crete. Thither they sailed, and hoped to settle; but
a terrible pestilence came upon them, and decimated
their already sparse ranks.

The Vision of fEncas
One night Aneas had a vision, in which his house-
hold guds bade him seek the Italian or Hesperian
shores; and when, on waking, he imparted this advice
to Anchises, the latter remembered a long-forgotten
prophecy of Cassandra, purporting that they would
settle there, and also that Dardanus, their first pro-
genitor, was reported to have come from thence,
* There is 2 land, by Greece of old
Surnsmed Hespers, rich it mould,
It children brave and free:
Enotrians were its settlen: fume

Now gives the race its leaders name,
faé And calls it Ttaly,



THE VISION OF /ENEAS

Here Dardanus was born, our king,
And old lsins, whence we spring:
Here our authentic seat.”
Virgil (Conington's tr.),

Ere many days fEneas and his trusty followers were
once more afloat, and forced to battle with fierce storms
sent by Juno to hinder their sdvance, Exhausted,
they landed on the Strophades Islands, where they pro-
posed to recruit their strength by a hearty meal ; but
no sooner was their table spread, than the meats were
devoured and destroyed by the loathsome Harpies.
A terrible prophecy uttered by Celmno, one of these
manst:r;—-—galf woman and half bird—made them em-
bark again in great haste, and row on until they came
to Epirus, where they again effected a landing. In
this country they met the sorrowing Andromache,
Hector's widow, the slave of King Helenus, who enter-
tained them royally and sent them on their way again,
with many kindly cautions to beware of the Cyclopes
and avoid Charybdis and Scylla by circumnavigating the
whole island of Sicily.

This advice was duly followed by Aneas, who,
while rounding one of the promontories of the island,
saw and rescued Achemenides, one of Ulysses' com-
Faniuns, accidentally left behind when they escaped
rom the rage of Polyphemus, the Cyclops. This
giant now came down to the shore, and was regarded
with unconcesled horror by the Trojans, who rowed
away in haste. Soon after, fEneas moored his ships
in the harbours of Sicania and Drepanum, and while

there lost his aged father Anchises.

" Thers
1 lose my stay in every care,
hly sire Anchises "
Virgid (Conington's ir.).
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Juno, in the mcmwhil:.f’ had not been idle, and
loated over the dangers she had forced the unhappy
rojans to encounter during the seven years which had

already elapsed since they first sailed from Troy. She
was not yet weary of persecuting them, however ; and
as soon as she saw them once more afioat, she hurried
off to olus, and bade him let loose his Ffercest
children, and scatter the flect by a terrible storm,

Si0 Eolus! sinee the Sire of all
Has made the wind obey thy call
Ta raise or lay the foam,
A race T hate now plonghs the ses,
Transporting Troy to Lealy
And home gods reft of home +
Lash thon thy winds, their ihips submerge,
Or ton them weltering o'er the surge.’”
(Pirgil Conington's 7.,

This request was immediately granted. The vessels,
tossed mcr and thither, lost sight of each other.
Some were stranded, some sank, and still the tempest
raged on with unabated fury, and death stared the
unhappy Trojans in the face. The commotion on the
deep finally aroused Neptune, who came to the surface
just in time to see all the misfortunes which had over-
whelmed Zineas. He imperiously bade the winds

return, and lent a helping hand to float the stranded
ships once more.

** Back to your master instant flee,
And tell him, not to him but me
The imperial trident of the uea

Fell by the lot's award."™

Firgil | Coningon's tr.)s

The Trojans, grateful for his timely aid, and re-
assured by the calm which now reigned supreme,

ttu:rud for the nearest port, where they anchored their
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_ ENEAS AND DIDO

seven vessels, all that now remained of their ouce large
fleet.

JEneas and Achates, his faithful friend, immediately
set out to view the land, and ere long encoun
Venus, disguised as & mortal, who informed them that
they had landed upon the Libyan coast, which was
under the sway of Dido, a fugitive from Tyre. Dido’s
husband, Sychwus, king of Tyre, the possessor of
untold riches, had been murdered by Pygmalion, his
brother-in-law; but the queen was keptin complete
ignorance of this crime, until visited in & dream by the
shade of Sychaus, which bade her fly with his treasures,
whose place of concealment she alone knew.

Dido obeyed the ghost's commands, and, accom-

anied by a number of faithful subjects, landed on the
f_ih;.-an coast, where she entreated the inhabitants to
ccll her as much land as an ox-hide would enclose.
This seemingly modest request was immediately
granted ; but the Libyans regretted their compliance
when they saw the ox-hide cut up into thin strips,
which enclosed a considerable tract of land, the site of
Dido’s beautiful capital, Carthage.

HEneas and Dido
Thither Venus advised her son to proceed and claim
the queen’s protection.  /Eneas and Achates obediently
hastened onward, and entered the town unseen, for
Venus had enveloped them both in mist, Their
attention was first attracted by the festive appear-
ance of the people assembled together, and by the
beauty of the queen, who was giving audience to some
of their companions, who also had miraculously escaped

from the waves.
These men spoke to the queen of their renowned
chief, whose fame had already reached her car; and
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she gladly promised to send out a search party to dis-
cover him, 5;m:l aid him if necessary 2

-

** T will send
And search the coast from end to end,
IF baply, wandering up and down,
He bide in woodland or in town.' ™

Firgil (Confnpton’s tr.).

At these gracious words, Eneas ste ped forward, the
mist vanished, and he stood before LEE queen in all his
manly beauty,

Dido then led her guests to the banquet-hall, where
they recounted their adventures by land and sea, while
partaking of the viands and wines set before them. At
this feast, Cupid, by Venus’ request, assumed the face
and form of ?ulus, /Eneas’ young son, and reclining
on the queen’s bosom, secretly thrust one of his darts
into her heart, and made her fall in love with ZEneas.

Day after day now passed in revelry and pleasure,
and still Zneas lingered by Dido’s side, forgetful of
thl-? ]new kingdomnf: was destined to found. Dn?
Wwhole year passed thus; and the gods, impatient o
gelny, ﬂma.[ijrpﬁm-5 sent Mercury to remind }Enﬁ of his

utT’!
' To h::uid Dido’s tears and rccriminntiun?, the hero

ept his preparations for departure a complete secret,
and finally set sail while shl: was wrapt E:n slumber.
When she awoke and looked out of her palace window,
1t was only to see the last vessel sink beneath the
5 Conia

ncealing her pricf, and pretending an anger she

did not feel, she bmf:her urv:E;ts mak:g.t funurf!c pYre,
and place upon it all the objects Bneas had used during
his sojourn in her palace; en, having crowned the pile
with an effigy of her false lover, she set fire to the pyre,
330



AENEAS AND DIDO
spmﬁ:ﬁ’ into the midst of the flames, and there stabbed

# % Yoy fet me die 1 thus, thm I go
Exulting to the shades helow,
Let the false Dardan feel the blaze
‘That burss me pourinig on his gare,
And beas along, to cheer his way,
The funenl presage of to-day.’
Firgil (Comington’s tr).

From the mast of his vessel Eneas saw the rising
column of smoke, and his heart sank within him, for he
suspected its fatal import, and honestly mourned the
death of the beautiful queen. )

The Trojuns sailed onward until the threatening
clouds made them take refuge in the Sicanian port,
where they celebrated the usual games to commemorate
Anchises' death, which had occurred there just one
year previous, While the men were en in the
customary naval, foot, and horse races, boxing, wrest-
Hnﬁ' and archery matches, the women gathered together,
and, instigated by Juno, began to bewail the hard lot
which cnm'Fcllcd them to encounter again the perils of
the sea. Their discontent ultimately reached such a

itch that they set fire to the vessels. When Eneas
ﬁmm:l of this new misfortune, he rushed down to the
shore, tore his costly festal garments, and cried to
Heaven for assistance in this his time of direst need.

" * Dread Sire, if THum's lorn estate
Deserve not yet thine otrer hate,
IF atill thine ancient faithfulness
Give heed to mormals in distress,
Oh, let the floet escape the funes |
Ob, save from death Troy's d;inl name "™

il (Comingian's tr).
This prayerwas instantly answered byasuddensevere

shower, which quenched the devouring flames.  Seon
33t
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after this miracle, Anchises nErmnd to Aneas, and

bade him leave the women, children, and aged men in
Sicily, and travel on to Cumm, where he was to consult
the Sibyl, visit the Infernal Regions, and there receiye
further advice from him,

4 First seek the hall of Dis below,
Pass deep Avernus’ vale and meet
Yoor fltE:t in his ows retrear.”

Firgil (Coningtan't tr.),

/Eneas again dutifully obeyed ; but when Venus
saw him afloat once more, she hastened to Neptune,
and bade him watch over her unfortunate son. Neptune
listened very graciously to her appeal, and promised
to take but one of all the many lives entrusted to
his care. That one was Fneas' pilot, Palinurus,
who, falling asleep at the helm, fell overboard and
was drowned.

As for the fleet, it reached the Cummean shore in
safety; and ZEneas hastened off to the Sibyl's cave,
made known his wish to visit Hades, and entreated her
to serve as his guide in that perilous journey, She
consented, but at the same time informed him that he
;nust first obtain a golden twig, which grew in a dark
orest,

* None may reach the shades withont
The passport of that golden sprout.™
Firgil (Ceningtan's )

Almost despairing, Eneas now prayed for assistance ;
for how could he find a tiny golden sprig in the midst
of the dense forest foliage without the ods' aid 7 In
answer to this appeal, Venus, ever mindful of her son,
sent ;wn of her h:rm‘:% doves to lead the way and lltg::
on the tree, where Hneas readil j
his ] y found the object
ELE
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[Eneas visits Hades

Armed with this branch as key, he and the Sibyl
boldly entered the Lower Regions, where all the ghastly
sights and sounds we have y descriped met them
on every side. Charon quickly ferried them over
Acheron, on whose bank they saw the wandering
shade of Palinurus, who had no obolus to pay his way
across, and that of Dido, with a gaping wound in her
breast.

They did not pause, however, until they reached the
[ilysian Fields, where they found Anchises, gravely
considering among the unborn souls those who were
destined to animate his race and make it illustrious in
the future. These he carefully pointed out to MEneas,
foretelling their future achievements, and called by
name Romulus, Brutus, Camillus, the Gracchi, Cesar,
—in fact, all the heroes of Roman history.

s Anchises showed Eneas, in long line,
“The illustrions shades of those wha were to shine
One day the glory of the Ttalian shore."
Temar o friarte.

After a prolonged conversation with his father,
FEneas returned to his companions, and led them to
the mouth of the Tiber, whose course they followed
until they reached Latium, where their wanderings
were to cease. Latinus, king of the country, received
them hospitably, and promised the hand of his daughter
Lavinia in marriage to fneas.

Lavinia was very beautiful, and had already had
many suitors, among whom Turnus, a neighbouring
prince, bousted of the most exalted rank. The queen,
Amats, specially favoured this youth's suit; and the
king would gladly have received him for & son-in-law,
had he not twice been warned by the gods to reserve
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his daughter for a foreign prince, who had now
appeared.
In spite of all the years which had elapsed since
Paris scorned her attractions and bribes, Juno had not
et forgotten her hatred of the Trojan race, and afraid
fm her enemy's course should now prove too smooth,
she sent Alecto, the Fury, down upon earth to stir up
war and goad Amata to madness, The F ury executed
both commands, and Amata fled to the woods, where
she concealed her daughter Lavinia, to keep her safe
for Turnus, whom she preferred to neas,

War with the Latins

As Tulus and some companions had unfortunately
wounded the pet stag of Silvia, daughter of the chief
shepherd, a brawl ensued, which, fomented by Alecto,
soon developed into a bloody war. Hostilities having
thus begun, Turnus, with the various Latin chiefs,
immediately besought Latinus to open the gates of
Janus' temple, ;fe refused: but Juno, afraid lest
even now her plans might be set at naught, came down
from Olympus, and with her own hand fung wide the
brazen doors. This unexpected apparition kindled n
general ardour ; new troops enlisted ; and even Camilla,
51!"“ Volscian warrior-maiden, came to proffer her zid to

urnus,

*Last marches forth for Latiuny’s suke
Camill fair, the Volician maid,
A troop of horsemes in her wake
In pomp of g!t:minﬁ steel srrayed ¢
Stern wartior queen | *

The Story of Camilla

When but 2 babe in arms, Camilla had been carried
;:: by her father, as he fled before the Volscian troops.
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When he came to the Amasenus River, he found his
pursuers close at his heels. Tying his infant daughter
to his spear, he hurled her to the opposite

which, thanks to Diana's aid, she reached unharmed,
while her father plunged into the waves to join her.
In his gratitude at finding her safe, he dedicated her to
Diana, who trained her to lave the chase and all manly
pursuits.

Surprised to see Latinus’ friendly offers of hospi-
tality so suddenly withdrawn, ZEneas made rapid pre-
parations for war, and sailed farther up the Tiber to
secure the aid of Evander, king of the Tuscans, the
hereditary foe of the Latins. This monarch, too old
to lead his troops in person, nevertheless promised his
aid, and sent his beloved son Pallas in his stead to
command the troops he supplied.

Nisus and Euryalus
Juno, still implacable, had in the meantime sent Iris
to apprise Turnus of JEncas' departure, and to urge
him to set fire to the remainder of the fleet,—a sug-
gestion which Turnus joyfully obeyed. The Trojans,
headed by young lulus, ZEneas’son, defended themselves
with their usual courage ; but, seeing that the enemy
would soon overpower them, they despatched Nisus
and Euryalus, two of their number, to warn
of their danger, and entreat him to hasten with his
reinforcements.  These unfortunate youths passed
through the camp unseen, but farther on fell into the
hands of a troop of Volscian horsemen, who cruelly
put them to death, and then hurried with the Rutules
to lend assistance to Turnus. Next some of the
Trojan vessels were fired by the enemy; but, instead
of being consumed by the flames, they were changed
into water nymphs by the intervention of the gods,
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and, ssiling down the Tiber, met /Eness, and warned
him to hasten to his son’s rescue,

% His vesseh © their guise,
And each and all a5 Nereids rise,™

Firgil.

Meanwhile, Venus, who befriended the Trojans,
had sought Vulcan's detested abode, and had prevailed
upon him to forge a suit of beautiful armour for
neas. On the shield, which is minutely described
in one of the books of Virgil's celebrated cp':c poem,
the ZEneid, were depicted many of the stirring scenes
in the lives of the future descendants of Eneas, the
heroes of Roman history. As soon as this armour
was completed, Venus brought it to her son, who
donned it with visible pleasure, and, encournged by
his mother's words, prepared to meet the Latins and
hold his own,

Venus and Juno were not the only deities interested
in the coming struggle, for all the gods, having
watched /Eneas’ carcer, were anxious sbout his fate.
Seeing this, and fearful lest their interference should
still further 'endanger the hero whom he favoured,
Jupiter assembled the gods on high Olympus, and
sternly forbade their taking any active part in the
coming strife, under penalty of his severe displeasure.

JEncas and his Tuscan allies arrived on the battle
scene just in time to give the necessary support to the
almost exhausted Trojans; and now the fight raged
more fiercely than ever, and prodigies of valour were
accomplished on both sides, until finally young Pallas
fell, slain by Turnus. When aware of the death of
this promising young uﬂ’inm, ZEneas’ heart was filled
with grief, for he co imagine the sorrow of the

ng:d vander when he saw his son's corpse brought
3
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home for burial : and he then and there registered a
solemn yow to avenge Pallas’ death by slaying Turnus,
and immediately hastened forth to keep his word.

In the meantime, Juno, suspecting what his purpose
would be, and afraid toallow Turnus to encounter s
a formidable antagonist as Aincas, had determined to
lure her favourite away from the field. Tocompass this,
<he assumed the form of JEneas, challenged Turnus,
and, as soon as he began to fight, fled toward the river,
and took refuge on one of the vessels, closely pursued
by him. Nosooner did she see the Rutulian chief safe
on board, than she loosed the vessel from its moorings,
and allowed it to drift down the stream, bearing Turnus
away from the scene of battle. Aware now of the delusion
practised, Turnus raved, and accused the gods, and then
cagerly watched for an opportunity to land, and make his
wiy, alone and on foot, back to the scene of conflict.

During Turnus' involuntary absence, Fneas had
ranged all over the battlefield in search of him, and
had encountered and slain many warriors, among others
Lausus and his aged father Mezentius, two allies of
Latinus, who had specially distinguished themselves
by their great valour. The dead and dying covered
the field, when Latinus, weary of bloodshed, summoned
a council, and again vainly tried to make peace. But
his efforts were of no avail, The war was renewed
mare fiercely than ever; and in the next encounter,
Camilla, the brave Volscian maiden, fell at last, breath-
ing a fervent entreaty that Turnus should hasten to the
cuccour of his despairing people, if he would not see
them all slain and the town in the hands of the Trojans,

« i (3o 1 my lust charge to Tumu tell,
“T'o hate with succour, snd repel
The Trojans from the town—farewell,” ™
Virgil (Coxingten's tr.):
L4 357
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Shortly after her death, in the very midst of the fray,
Zneas suddenly felt himself wounded by an arrow sent
by some mysterious hand. He hastened to seek the
aid of the leech Iapis; but, in spite of his ministrations,
the barb could not be removed nor the wound d
until Venus brought a magic herb, which instantly
healed the hero, and enabled him to return to the fight
with unabated strength and >

The tide was now decidedly turning in favour of the
Trojans; and Amata, the Latin queen, sorry for her
ill-advised oppasition to her daughter’s marriage with
Zneas, brought Lavinia home and hanged herself in a
fit of remorse,

The Death of Turnus

Zneas,appearing once more on the battlefield, finally
f:m:’:mntv:rln:‘:l the long-sought Turnus, who had made
his way back, and was now driving about in his chariot,
jealously guarded by his sister Juturna, who, the better
to watch over his safety, had taken the place of his
chariot driver. The two heroes, having met, instantly
closed in deadly fight; but, in spite of Turnus’
bravery, he was Iy vanquished, and sank to the
ground, frankly acknowledging himself beaten as he
exhaled his last breath,
" Yours Is the victory : Latben bandy

Have =cn me streech imploring hands «

The bride Lavinia is own ;

Thua faz let foemnan's hate be ghown. *

Firgil (Coningron's tr.).
With the death of Turnus the war came to an end.
A lusting peace was made with Latinus ; and the brave
Trojan ero, whose woes were now over, was united in
marciage with Lavinia, In concert with Latinus, he
ruled the Latins, and founded a city, which he called
338
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Lavinia in honour of his bride, and which became for a
time the capital of Latium.

/Eneas, as the gods had predicted, became the father
of 2 son named /Eneas Silvia, who founded Alba Longa,
where his descendants reigned for many a , and
where one of his race, the Vestal Virgin 1lia, after
marrying Mars, gave birth to Remus and Romulus, the
founders of Rome,

i»



CHAPTER XXX : ANALYSIS OF MYTHS

The Various Theories

“1 thall indeed interpret all that T can, bt I cannot interpret all
that [ shoald like,"—Grimm.

N attempting an analysis of the foregoing myths,
I and an explanation of their origin, it is impossible,
in a work of this kind, to do more than give a
very superficial idea of the scientific theories of various
eminent mythologists, who, on this subject, like doctors,
are sure to di .

These myths, comprising “the entire intellectual
stock of the age to which they belonged,” existed as
“floating talk among the people " long ere they passed
into the literature of the nation: and while to us
mythology is merely “an affuir of historical or anti-
quarian study, we must remember that the interpreta-
tion of myths was once a thing full of vital interest
to men whose moral and religious beliefs were deeply
concerned,” Received at first with implicit faith, these
myths became a stumbling-block as civilisation ad-
vanced. Cultured man recoiled from much of the
grossness which had appeared quite natural to his an-
cestors in a savage state, and made an attempt to find
out their primitive meaning, or an explanation which
would satisfy his purer taste,

With the latter object in view, the sages and writers
of old interpreted all that seemed “silly and sense-
less™ in mythology as physical allegories—a system
subsequently carried to extremes by many heathen
philosophers in the vain hope of evading Christian
satire.

Learned men have also expluined these selfisame

myths as historical facts disguised as metaphors, or as
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moral allegories, which the choice of Hercules un-
doubtedlys. Euhemerus (316 a.c.) was the pioneer of
the former theory, and Bacon an exponent of the latter.
Euhemerus’ method was cﬁgu—-lwd by his disciples,
who declared Zeus was merely a king of Crete; his
war with the giants, an attempt to repress a sedition ;
Danae’s shower of gold, the money with which her
guards were bribed ; Prometheus, a maker of clay
images, “ whence it was hyperbolically said he created
man out of clay” ; and Atlas, an astronomer, who was
therefore spoken of as supporting the weight of the
heavens. This mode of interpretation was carried to
such an extreme that it became ridiculous, and the in-
evitable reaction took place. In the course of time,
however, the of truth it contained was again
brought to light ; and very few persons now refuse to
believe that some of the heroic myths have some slight
historical basis, the “silly and senseless”  element
being classed as accretions similar to the fabulous
tales attached to the indubitably historical name of
Charlemagne. During the seventeenth century, some
philosophers, incited by the resemblance between
Riblical narrative and ancient myths, came to the con-
clusion that the Bible contained a pure and the myths
o distorted form of an original revelation.”  But within
the past century new theories have gradually gained
&und: for the philologists have attem ted to prove
the myths arose from a “discase of language Lo
while the anthropologists, basing their theory on com-
tive mythology, declare “it is man, it is human
thought and human language combined, which naturally
and necessarily produced the strange conglomerate of

ancient fable.”
As these two last-named schools have cither success-
fully confuted or incorporated the theories of all their
i
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predecessars, a brief outline of their respective beliefs
will not be out of place. While philology compares
only the *“ myths of races which speak lan of the
same family " (as will shortly be d:monmg;ld‘ii,u:n:hm-
pology resorts to all folklore, and seeks for the origin
of myths, not in language, which it considers only as a
subordinate cause, but in the “condition of thought
through which all races have passed,”

The anthropologists, or comparative mythologists,
do not deny that during the moderate allowance of two
hundred and fifty thousand years, which they allot to
the human race on earth, the myths may have spread
from 3 single centre, and either by migration, or by
slave or wife stealing, or by other natural or accidental
methods, may have * wandered all around the globe "';
but they principally base their arouments on the fact
that just as flint arrowheads are found in all parts of
the world, differing but slightly in form and manufac.
ture,so the myths of all nations * resemble each other,
because they were formed to meet the same needs, out
of the same materials,"

They argue that this similarity exists, “not because
the people came from the same stock " (which is the
philologist's view), * but becayse they passed through
the same savage intellectual condition,” By count-
less examples taken from the folklore of all parts of
the earth, they prove that the savage considers him-
self akin to beasts (generally to the one whoss image
8 used as a tribal or family badge or totem), and
“regards even plants, inanimate objects, and the most
abstract phenomena, as persons with human parts and
passions.” To the savage, “ sun, moon, and stars are
persons, but savage persons”; and, as he believes
““many of his own tribe-fellows to have the power of
mummg the form of animals,” he concedes the same
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rivilege and power to sun, moon, and stars, &e.
g'his school further prove that all pre-Christian reli-
gions have idals representing beasts, that all mytho-
logies represent the gods as fond of :l:pu.nng-m animal
forms, and declare that, although t e_-Gm:im were 8
thoroughly civilised people, we can still find in their
mythology and religion ““ abundant survivals of savage
manners and savage myths.” They claim that, during
the myth-making age, the ancestors of the Greeks were
about on an intellectual level with the present Aus-
tralisn Bushmen, and that “everything in civilised
mythologies which we regard as irrational, seems only
part of the accepted and rational order of things to the
contemporary savages, and in the past see equally
rational and natural to savages concerning whom we
have historical information.” Of course it is difficult,
not to say impossible, for civilised man to put himself
in the savage's place, and regard things from his point
of view. The nearestapproach to primitive intelligence
which comes under our immediate observation is the
working of the minds of small children, who, befare
they can talk intelligibly, whip the table or chair
against which they have bumped their beads, and later
on delight in weaving the most extraordinary tales.
A little four-year-old seized a book and began to * read
a story "; that is to say, to improvise a very improbable
and highly-coloured tale of a pony. Forced to pause
from lick of breath, she resumed the thread of her
narrative with the words, * Now, this dog™; and,
when it was suggested that the story was about 3 pony,
she emphatically replied, * Well, this pony was a dog,”
and continued. Now, either because she perceived
that the transformation had attracted attention, or to
satisfy the childish inborn taste for the marvellous, in
the courss of the next few minutes the pony underwent
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a8 many transformations as Proteus, all of which
apparently seemed perfectly natural to her. The
anthropologists explain the tales of the various trans-
formations of Jupiter and his animal progeny “as in
many cases survivals of the totemistic belief in descent
from beasts,” while the mythologists explain them as
“allegories of the fruitful union of heaven and earth,
of rain and grain.” The former school also declare
that the myth of Cupid and Psyche, which has its
parallel in stories found in all parts of the world, was
invented to explain curious marriaze customs (for in
some countrics it is unlawful for the hushand to see
his wife's face until after she has given birth to her first
child, and in others a wife may not speak her husband's
name) ; the latter school interpret the same myth as a
beautiful allegory of the soul and the unjon of faith
and love.

The philologists’ interpretation of myths is not only
the most aceredited at LE: present time, but also the
most poctical. We therefore give a brief synopsis of
their theory, together with an analysis, from their
point of view, of the principal myths told at length in
the course of this work. According to this school,
" myths are the result of a discase o? language, as the
pearl is the result of a disease of the oyster"; the key
to all mythologies lies in language; and the original
names of the gods, * ascertained by comparative philo-
logy, will be found, as 3 rule, to denote elemental or
physical phenomena,” thae is, phenomena of the sun-
shine, the clouds, rain, winds, fire, &c.

To make their process of reasoning plain, it should
be explained that as French, Spanish, and Italian are
derived from the Latin, even so Latin, Greek, and
Sanskrit have a common source in a much older
language; that, even if Latin were entirely lost, the
It
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similarity of the word * bridge,” for instance (pons in
Latin), in French [poxs), in Spanish (pueniz), and in
ltalian (ponte) would justify the conclusion that these
terms had their origin in a common language; and that
the people who spoke it were familiar with bndges,
which they evidently called by some name phonetically
the same.

Further to prove their position, they demonstrate
the similarity of the most common words 1n all the
languages of the same family, showing (as is the case
with the word *“father™ in the accompanying table)
that they undergo but few changes in sixteen different

languages :

Samakrit, piri, Latin, pater.

Zend, paitar. Greek, pronounced patsir,
Penian, padrr. Gozhic, waur,

Ene, athair. German, vafer.

Ttalian, padre. Duich, fader.

Spanuh, padre, Danish, fader,

French, pére. Swedish, fader.

Saxon, faeder. English fatber.

The most learned of all these philalogists argues
that during the first or Rhematic period there existed

a tribe in Central Asiz which spoke a monosyllabic
language, in which lay the germs of the Turanian,
Aryan, and Semitic forms of speech. ‘This Rhematic
period was followed by the Nomadic or Agglutinative
age, when, little by Kittle, the languages * received once
for all that peculiar impress of their formative system
which we still find in all the dialects and national
idioms comprised under the name of Aryan or Semitic”';
that is to say, in the Hindoo, Persian, Greek, Roman,
Celtic, Slavic, and Teutonic languages, and in some three

thousand kindred dialects.
After the Agglutinative period, and previous to the
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National era and “the appearance of the first traces of
literature,” he places “a period represented everywhere
by the same characteristic features, called the Mytho-
logical or Mythopeeic age.”

It was during this period that the main part of the
vast fund of mythic lore is supposed to have ecrystal-
ised ; for primitive man, knowing nothing whatever
of physical laws, cause and effect, and the * necessary
regularity of things,” yet sceking an explanation of
the natura] phenomena, described them in the only
Way possible to him, and attributed to all inanimate
objects his own sentiments and passions, fancying
them influenced by the same things, in the same way,
This tendency to personify or animate everything is
universal among savages, who are nothing but men in
the primitive state ; and “ig carly philosophy through-
out the world, the sun, moon, and stars are alive, and,
as it were, human in their nature,”  * Poetry has so
far kept alive in our minds the old animative theo
of nature, that it is no great effort in us to fancy the
;ntmpuut a huge giant or 2 sea monster, and ;E
ict, in what we call s iate metaphor, its mar
I:I‘Pm the field of nmn? s - 2

As the names of the Greek gods and heroes have in
2 great messure been found to correspond with the
Sanskrit names of physical things, we have been able
to read some of the firse thoughts of primitive man :
and “the obvious meaning ™ of many words * did
much to preserve vestiges of plain sense in classic
in spite of all the :ﬂ‘;m of the commen-

According to the philologists, therefore, these
thoughts had already assumed 5 definite form in the
remote epoch when many nations, now scattered over

lh: face of the carth, occupied the same country, spoke
34
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the same language, and formed but one people. Of
course, * as long as such beings as Heaven or Sun are
consciously talked of in mythic language, the meaning
of their legends is open to no question, and the action
ascribed to them will as a rule be natural and appro-
priate™ ; but with the gradual diffusion of this one
people to various of the earth, the original mean-
ing of these words was entirely lost, and they came to
be looked upon eventually simply as the names of
deities or heross—very much in the way that the word
#good-bye™ has long survived its original form as =
conscious prayer, * God be with you!" and the word
“ ostracism " has lost all connection with an oyster
shell.

The primitive meaning of a myth died away with
the original meaning of a word; and it is because
% the Greek had forgotten that Zeus (Jupiter) meant
*the bright sky,’ that he could make him king" over
a company of manlike deities on Olympus.

We can best explain how the many anomalies oceur,
and how the myths got so tangled up together that now
it is almost impossible to disentangle them and trace
them back to their original meanings, by comparing
their descent through the ages to the course of a snow-
ball, which, rolling down a mountain-side, gathers
to iteelf snow, earth, rocks, &c., until, in the vast
agglomeration of kindred and foreign substances, the
original nucleus is entirely lost to sight. '

The fact that there are many different myths to
explain the same phenomenon can readily be accounted
for by the old saying, * Circumstances alter cases,”
Thus the heat of the sun, for example, so beneficial
st certain times, may prove baleful and injurious at
others,

The philologists, who believe that all mychs (except

347
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the imitative myths, of which the tale of Berenice is
a fair example) were originally nature myths, have
divided them into a few large classes, which include
the myths of the sky, the sun, dawn, daylight, night,
moon, earth, sea, clouds, fire, wind, and finally those
of the underworld and of the demons of drought and
darkness.

Sky Myths

Taking them in the order in which they are pre-
sented in this work, we find among the myths of the
sky, Uranus, whose name, like that of the old Hindoo
god Varuna, is derived from the Sanskrie root var (*to
veil, conceal, or cover "). This was therefore a
rcrmniﬁca:iﬂn of the heavens, which are spread out
tke a veil, and cover all the earth ; and we are further
told that he hurled the thunder and lightaing, his
Cyelop children, down from his abode into the abyss
called Tartarus,

Zeus (or Jupiter), whose name is the same as the
Hindoo Dyaus Pitar, the god and personification of
the bright sky or the heavens, has likewise been traced
to the Sanskrit root div or dyu, meaning “to shine " :
and there is also & noun dyw in that language which
means either “sky " or “day," [n early times the name
was applied to the one God, and was therefore “ re-
tained by the Greeks and all other kindred people to
express all they felt toward God "3 but as the word
also meant the visible sky, with its ever-changing aspect,
some of the phrases used to describe it came, in the
course of time, to denote vile and fickle actions, and
apﬁcnﬂy inconsistent behaviour,

¢ name of Hera (or June), the heavenly light,
and therefore the complement and consort of the sky,

ii:uppmcd to be derived from the Sanskrit soar (“ the
3
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bright sky”) and ssrya (* the sun ") ; and all the mani-
fold changes which at first merely denoted the varying
atmosphere, by being personified, gradually gave the
impression of the jealous, capricious, vengeful person
whom poets and writers have taken pleasure in depict-
ing ever since, . 'y
Another personification of the sky, this time under
the nocturnal and starry aspect, is Argus, whose many
bright eyes never closed all at once, but kept constant
watch over the moon (lo)—confided to his care by the
heavenly light (Juno)—until at last their beams were
quenched by the wind and rain (Mercury).

Sun and Dawn Myths

The myths of the sun, from which it is almost
impossible to separate those of the dawn, are probably
more numerous than any others, and have some main
features of resemblance in all cases. The first sun
myth mentioned in the course of this work is the
story of Kurops, in which Europa is “the broad
spreading light,” born in Pheenicia (the “purple land
of morn "), the child of Telephassa (*she who shines
from afar "), carried away from her eastern birthplace
by the sky (Jupiter), closely pursued by the sun (her
brother Cadmus), who, after passing through many
lands, slays 2 dragon (the usual demon of drought or
darkness), and sets (dies) at last without having ever
overtaken the light of dawn (Europa).

Apollo, whose name of Helios is pure Greek for
“the sun,” had therefore not lost all physical signifi-
cance for the Hellenic race, who worshipped in him
the radiant personification of the orb of day, Another
of his appellations, Phasbus (“the lord of life and
light "), still further emphasises his character ; and we
are informed that he was born of the sky (Jupiter) and
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of the dark night (Leto), in the ** bright land " (Delos),
whence he daily starts on his westward Journey.

Like all other solar heroes, Apollo is beautiful and
golden-haired, radiant and genial, armed with uncrring
weapons, which he wields for good or evil, = the moo
sways him. He is forced to labour, against his will at
times, for the benefit of man, as, for instance, when he
serves Admetus and Laomedon ; and the cattle, by
which he evidently sets such store, are the ﬂnen:?
clouds, pasturing ' in the infinite meadows of heaven, "
whose l‘?:l‘l udders drop down rain and fatness upon
the land, which are stolen away either by the wind
(Mercury), or the storm demon (Cacus), or the im-
pious companions of Ulysses, who pay for their
sacrilegious temerity with their lives.

The sun's affinity for the dawn is depicted by his
love for Coronis, who, however beloved, falls beneath
his bright darts ; and, as " the sun was regarded
naturally as the restorer of life” after the tllfi!%hting
influence of winter and disease, so their pring
(Asculapius) was naturally supposed to have been
endowed with marvellous curative powers.

The sun, for the same reason, was supposed to
continual warfare against cold, sickness, and disease,
and to use his bright beams or arrows against the demon
of drought, darkness, or illness (Python), which in some
form or other inevitably appears in every solar myth,

In the story of Daphne, a name derived from Dakana,
the Sanskrit dawn, we find another version of the same
story, where the sun, although enamoured with the
dawn, causes her death, As some mythologists have
interpreted it, Daphne is a personification of the morn-

ing dew, which vanishes beneath the sun's hot breath,



ik

UaAOf WML TE 7] PRI
e d D
axphang puw snaydin
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In Cephalus and Procris the sun again appears, and
his unerring spear unwittinFly causes the death of his
beloved Procris “while she lingers in a thicket (a place
where the dew lingers longest).” This interpretation
has been further confirmed by philological researches,
which prove that the name * Procris "' originated from
a Sanskrit word meaning * to sprinkle ”'; and the stories
evidently arose from three simple phrases,—" * the sun
loves the dew,’ ' the morning loves the sun,’ and * the
sun kills the dew." ™

In the tale of Orpheus and Eurydice, while some
mythologists see in him a personification of the winds,
which ** tear up trees as they course along, chanting
their wild music,” others see an emblem of * the
morning, with its short-lived beauty.” Eurydice
whose name, like that of Europa, comes from a Sans-
krit word denoting * the broad spreading flush of the
dawn across the sky,"” is, of course, a personification
of It]mt light, slain by *‘the serpent of darkness at
twilight.”

Orpheus is also sometimes considered as the sun,
plunging into an abyss of darkness, in hopes of over-
taking the vanishing dawn, Eurydice ; and as the iigtl;i
(Eurydice) reappears opposite the place where he di
appeared, but is no more seen after the sun himself
has fairly risen, * they say that Orpheus has turned
around too soon to look at her, and so was parted
from the wife he loved so dearly.”

His death in the forest, when his strength had all
forsaken him, and his severed head fl down the
stream murmuring * Eurydice,” may also, perchance,
have been intended to represent either the last faint
breath of the expiring wind, or the setting of the sun
in blood-tinged clouds.

In thestoryof Phacton, whosenamemeans " the bright
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and shining one,” a description of the golden palace
and car of the sun is given us. We are told that the
venturesome young charioteer, by usurping his father's
place, causes i able mischief, and, in punishment
for his mismanagement of the solar steeds (the fleecy
white clouds), is hurled from his exalted seat by s
thunderbolt launched by the hand of Jupiter.

“This story arose from phrases which spake of drought
as caused by the chariot of Helios, when driven by
some one who knew not how to guide his horses; and
the smiting of Phaston by the bolt of Zeus is the ending
of the fime of drought by a sudden storm of thunder.

The story of Diana and Endymion has also been
interpreted as a sun myth, in which the name % Endy-
mion " refers specially to the dying or setting sun, who
sinks to rest on Mount Latmus (“the [and of forget-
fulness,” derived from the same root as “Leto ")
Miiller, the great authority on philology, tells us that,
in the ancient poetical and proverbial language of Elis,
people said, “Selene loves and watches Endymion,”
instead of saying, “Itis getting late” ; “Selene embraces
Endymion,” instead of, “The sun is setting and the
moon is ris‘mf"; “Selene kisses Endymion into sleep,”
instead of, “ [t s night."

These expressions remained long after their real
meaning had ceased to be understood ; and, as the
human mind is generally as anxious for a reason as
ready to invent one, a story arose without any conscious
effort, that Endymion must have been a young lad
loved by a yuung maiden, Selene,

In the story of Adonis some mythologists find another
sun myth, in which Adonis, the short.lived sun, is slain
by the boar, the demon of darkness, and passionately
mourned by the dawn or twilight (Venus), who utterly
refuses to exist without him,
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In the story of Tantalus (the sun), who in time of
drought offers to Jupiter the flesh of his own offspring,
Pelops (the withered fruits), and in punishment for his
impicty is doomed to hunger and torturing thirst, we
have again merely a story founded upon an expression
used in time of drought, when the sun's heat, bemmh;ﬁ
too intense, burns up the fruit his fostering rays h
produced, and men exclaimed, * Tantalus is slaying and
roasting his own child 1™

In the same way the stone which Sisyphus painfully
forced up a steep ascent, only to see it go rolling down
and plunge into a dark abyssenveloped in a great cloud
of dust, has been interpreted to represent the sun, which
is no “sooner pushed up to the zenith, than it rolls
down to the horizon.”

The name of Ixion has been identified with the
Sanskrit word Akshenah, denoting one who is bound
to & wheel, and has been proved akin “ to the Greek
axin, the Latin axis, and the English axk" This
whirling wheel of fire is the bright orb of day, to which
he was bound by order of Jupiter (the sky) because he
dared insult Juno (the queen of the blue air); while
Dia, his wife, is the dawn, the counterpart of Europa,
Coronis, Daphne, Procris, Eurydice, ani Venus, in &
foregoing illustrations.

One of the greatest of all the solar heroes is doubtless
the demi-god Hercules, born at Argos (a word signifying
“ brightness ) from the sky (Jupiter) and the dawn
(Alcmene), who, in early infancy, throttles the serpents
of darkness, and who, with untiring stre and
patience, plods through life, never resting, and always
on his journey performing twelve great tasks, inter-
preted to represent either the twelve signs of the Zodiac,
or the twelve months of the solar year, or the twelve
hours of daylight.
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Lik= Apollo and Cadmus, Hercules is forced to
labour for mankind against his will. We see him early
in life united to Megara, and, like Tantalus, slaying
his own offspring in a sudden fit of madness. He loves
and is soon forced to leave lole, the violet-coloured
clouds. He performs great deeds, slays innumerable
demons of drought and darkness on his way, and
visits the enchanted land of the Hesperides,—a symbol
of the western sky and clouds at sunset.

The main part of his life is spent with Deianeira
(“the destroying spousc”), a personification of the
daylight ; but toward the end of his career he again
encounters lole, now the beautiful twilight. It is then
that Deiancira (the daylight), jealous of her rival's
charms, sends him the bloody Nessus robe, which he
has no sooner donned, than he tears it from his bleeding
limbs, ascends the burning pile, and ends his career in
one grand blaze,—the emblem of the sun setting in a
framework of flaming crimson clouds.

Like all solar heroes, he too has unerring poisoned
wespons (** the word fos, ‘a spear,’ is the same in sound
as the word ias, * poison' "), of which he is shorn only
at death,

Perseus also belongs to this category of myths, Danze,
his mother, either the earth (dane means ** burnt earth™)
or the dawn, a daughter of Acrisius (darkness), is born
in Argos (brightness). Loved by Jupiter, the all-
embracing sky, she gives birth to the golden-haired
Pm:us,q. personification of the radiant orb of day;
and he, like many another solar hero, is cast adrift
immediately after his birth, owing to an ominous pro-
phecy that he will slay the darkness from which he
originally sprang.

s-soon as Perseus attains manhood, he is forced to

;::urnqr against his will into the distant land of the
%
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mists (the Gres), and conquer the terrible Medusa,
“the starlit night, solemn in its beauty, but doomed
to die when the sun rises.” He accomplishes this by
means of his irresistible sword, the piercing rays of the
sun, and then passes on to encounter the monster of
drought, and to marry Andromeda, another personi-
fication of the dawn, the offspring of Celeus and
Cassiopeia, who also represent night and darkness,

In company with Andromeda, Perseus, whose name
also signifies *“ the destroyer,” revisits his native land,
and fulfils the prophecy by slaying Acrisius (the dark-
ness), whence he originally sprang,

In the Athenian solar myth, Thescus is the sun,
born of /Egeus (the sea, derived from aisso, *to
move quickly like the waves ") and Ethra (the pure
air). He lingers in his birthplace, Troezene, until he
has acquired strength enough to wield his invincible
sword, then journeys onward in search of his father,
performing countless great deeds for the benefit of
mankind. He slays the Minotaur, the terrible monster
of darkness, and carries off the dawn (Ariadne) ; whom
he is, however, forced to abandon shortly after on the
Island of Naxos.

In his subsequent career we find him the involuntary
cause of his father’s death, then warrin against the
Centaurs (personification of the clouds, tEraugh which
the victorious sun is sometimes forced to fight his
way), then again plunging for a short space of time
into the depths of Tartarus, whence he emerges once
more 3 :ndp finally we see him uniting his fate to
Phedra (the twilight), 2 sister of the besutiful dawn
he loved in his youth. He ends his eventful career
by being hurled headlong from a cliff into the sea,—
an emblem of the sun, which often seems to plunge
into the waves at eventide.
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In the story of the Argonautic expedition we have
Athamas, who marries Ela hele (the mist). Their
children are Phryxus and Helle (the cold 2nd warm
air, or personifications of the clouds), carried off to
the far east by the ram—whose golden flecce was but
an emblem of the rays of the sun—to enable them to
escape from the baleful influence of their stepmother
Ino (the broad daylight), who would fain encompass
their destruction.

Helle, an emblem of the condensation of vapour,
falls from her exalted seat into the sea, where she is
lost. The ship Arge“is a symbol of the earth as a
parent, which contains in itself the germs of all living
things.” Its crew is composed mainly of solar heroes,
all in quest of the golden ficece (the rays of the sung:
which ?um: recovers by the aid of Medea (the dawn
after slaying the dragon (the demon of drcﬁ;ght).
fctes, Medea's father, is a personification of the
darkness, which vainly attempts to recover hischildren,
the dawn and light (?), after they have been borne
away by the all-conquering sun,

Glauce (the broad daylight) next charms Jason ; and
the poisoned robe which causes her death is woven by
Medea, now the evening twilight, who meunts her
dnﬁn car and flies to the far east, forsaking her
husband (the sun) in his old age, when he is about to
sink into the sleep of death,

Meleager is also a solar hero, After Joining the
Argonautic expedition, and wandering far and wide,
he returns home, slays the boar (or drought fiend),
loves, but parts from, Atalanta érh: dawn maiden),
and is finally slain by his own mother, who casts
;:;m the flimes the brand upon which his existence

nds.

sﬁn the Theban solar myth, Laius (derived from the
3
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same root as * Leto” and “Latmus ") is the emblem
of darkness, who, after marrying Jocasta (like lole, &
personification of the violet-tinted clouds of dawn),
becomes the father of (Edipus, doomed by fate to be
the murderer of his father, Early in life (Edipus is
exposed on the barren hillside to perish,—an emblem
of the horizontal rays of the rising sun, which seem
to lie for a while upon the mountain slopes, ere they
rise to begin their journey.

He too, like Cadmus, Apollo, Hercules, Perseus,
Thescus, and Jason, is fnr::ﬁo wander far from home,
and, after a prolonged journey, encounters and slays
Laius (the darkness), from whom he derived his
existence, and kills the dread monster of drought, the
Sphinx, whose very name means “ one who binds fast,”
—a creaturewho had imprisoned the rain in the clouds,
and thus caused great distress,

Urged on by unrelenting fate, he marries his own
mother, Jocasta, now the violet-tinted twilight, and
ends his life amid lightning flashes and rolls of thunder,
after being accompanied to the end of his course by
Antigone (*the pale light which springs up opposite
the sun at his setting™). This story—which at first
was merely intended to siE:ify that the sun ((Edipus)
must slay the darkness (Laius) and linger for a while
beside the violet-coloured clouds (Jocasta)—having
lost its physical meaning, the Thebans added the
tragic sequel, for it seemed but poetic justice that
the author of such crimes should receive signal
punishment.

As the Fumenides, or Erinnyes, were at first merely
the searching light of day, from which nothing can
be hidden, they came gradually to be considered the
detectives and avengers of crime, and were therefore
said to take possession of a criminal at the end of his
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course, and hurry him down into darkness to inflict
horrible torments upon him.

In the story of Bellerophon, although the name
originally came from Bellers (some * power of dark-
hess, drought, winter, or moral evil ") and from phon
or phontes (a word derived from the Santkrit han-1d,
“the killer,”), the Greeks, having forgotten the
signification of the first part of the word, declared
this hero was the murderer of Bellero, his brother, for
which involuntary crime he was driven from home, and
forced to wander about in search of shelter,

We find this hero, although enticed by Anteia (the
dawn), virtuously hastening away, then sent azainst his
will to fight the Chimara (the monster of r:;lﬁht).
whom he overcomes, thanks to his weapon to
Pegasus (the clouds), born from the mist of the sea,
beneath whose hoofs fresh fountains were wont to
spring.

Bellerophon, after many journeys, is finally united
to Philonoe, & personification of the twilight, and ends
his career by being hurled from the zenith into utter
darkness by one of Jupiter's deadly thunderbolts.

*“The fall of Bellerophon is the rapid descent of the
sun toward evening, and the Alein plain is that broad
expanse of sombre light through which the sun some-
times scems to travel sullenly and alone to his setting."”

In the story of the Trojan war there are several sun
myths; for Paris, Menelaus, memnon, and Achilles
have equal claims to be considered personifications of
the sun, They love (Enone, Helen, Clytemnestra,
Brisais, various impersonations of the dawn, and for-
sake, or are forsaken by, their lady-loves, whom they
meet again at the end of their career: for Paris sees

none, and expires with her on the burning pile ;

M:nnllu: recovers Helen, with whom he vanishes in
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the far west; Agamemnon rejoins Clytemnestra, and
dies by her hand in 2 bloody bath ; while Achilles,
after a period of sullen gloom, meets with an untimely
death shortly after recavering the beautiful Briseis.

Like Perseus and CEdipus, Paris is exposed in early
infancy and lives to fulfil his destiny, and cause,
though indirectly, the death of his parents,

In this myth, Helen (the beautiful dawn or twilight),
whose name carresponds phonetically with the Sanskrt
Sarama, born of the sky (Jupiter) and of the night
(Leds, derived from the same root as “ 1eto,” * Lat-
mus,” and * Laius "), is carried away by Paris, whom
some mythologists identify with the Hindoo Panis (or
‘“ pight demons “el instead of thesun, In this character
he entices away the fickle twilight (Helen) during ber
husband's temporary absence, and bears her off to the
far east, where, after struggling for a while to retain

‘on of her and her treasures, he is finally foreed
to relinquish her, and she returns to her hushand and
her allegiance.

The siege of Troy has thus been interpreted to signify
« 4 repetition of the daily siege of the cast by the solar
powers, that every evening are robbed of their brightest
treasures in the west.”

Achilles, like several of his brother heroes, * fights
in no quarrel of his own; his wrath is the sun hiding
his face behind the clouds; the Myrmidons are his
attendant beams, who no longer appear when the sun is
hidden: Patroclus is the feeble reflection of the sun's
splendour, and stands to him in precisely the same
relation as Phacton to Helios,”" and, like him, meets
with an early death.

In the story of Ulysses we find 2 reproduction of the
story of Hercules and Perscus : for Ulysses, early in
life, after wedding Penclope, is forced to leave her to
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fight for another; and on his retarn, although longing
to rejoin his mourning bride, he cannot turn sside from
the course marked out for him. He js detained by
Circe (the moon), who weaves airy tissues, and by
Calypso (the nymph of darkness) ; but neither can keep
him for ever, and he returns home enveloped in an
impenetrable disguise, after having visited the Phaacian
land (the land :F::!nud: or mists), It is only after he
has shiin the suitors of Penclope (the weaver of bright
evening clouds) that he casts aside his beggar's garb to
linger for a short time beside her ere he vanishes in
the west.

The greater part of the dawn myths have been
explained simultaneously with the sun myths, with
which they are inextricably interwoven. One personi-
fication of the dawn, however, stands & It is
Minerva, whose Greek name, Athene, is derived, like
Daphne, from the Sanskrit Datkara, or ahana (meaning
*“the light of daybreak "), and we are thus enabled to
understand why the Grecks described her as sprung
from the forehead of Zeus (the heavens), She gradually
became the impersonation of the illuminating and
knowledge-giving light of the sky; for in Sanskrit the
same word also means “to wake " and “to know,”
while the Latins connected her name of Minerva with

mf:;, the same as the Greek m2nos and the English
mind.

Mooa Myths

In the moon myths the most important personifica-
tion is first Diana, the horned huntress, “for to the
ancients the moon was not a lifeless ball of stones and
clods.” Diana, like Apollo, her twin brother, was also
a child of the sky (Jupiter) and of night (Latona), and,

Ii;:: him, was born in the bright land " (Delos). She
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also possessed bright and unerring arrows, and in the
course of her nightly journey she looked lovingly down
upon the sleeping face of the setting sun (Endymion).
Io and Circe, already mentioned, sre alsu personifi-
cations of the moon, and lo's wanderings represent its
journeys across the sky.

Earth Mytha

In the earth myths, beside those already mentioned
in connection with the sun myths, we have Gza and
Rhea, the mothers and consorts of the Sky and of Time,
who swallows his own children, “the Days, as they
come each in order.”

We have also Ceres or Demeter, * the mother of all
things,” and more particularly of “ the maiden "' Cora
(or mﬁm}, whose loss she grievously mourned ;
tor she been carried away by Pluto to the under-
world, whence she could only emerge at the command
of Jupiter. During the time of Ceres’ mourning, the
earth remained barren, and it seemed as though zll
mortal things must die. But when Proserpina (the
spring or vegetation) returned from her sojourn under
tEa ground, peaple said *“ that the daughter of the earth
was returning in all her beauty; and when summer
faded into winter, they said that the beautiful child
had been stolen away from her mother by dark beings,
who kept her imprisoned beneath the earth.” The
sorrow of Ceres was therefore merely a poetical way of
expressing “ the gloom which falls on the earth during
the cheerless months of winter.”

Danae, as a personification of the earth, was
quickened by the golden shower, the light of the
morning, which streamed in upon the darkness of the
night. Semele has also been interpreted as the earth,
the chosen bride of the sky, who brings forth ber uE—
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spring in the midst of the thunder and lightning of »

summer storm.

Sea Myths

The myths ot the sea comprise, of course, Oceanus
and Neptune (the earth shaker), whose name is con-
nected with such words as “ potent™ and *despot,”
and whose “ green hair circles all the earth.” Weare
further informed that he loves the earth (Ceres), whom
he embraces, and that he marries the graceful undulat-
ing Amphitrite, whose gliding charms appeal to him.
Neptune's palace is beneath the decp waters near
Greece, and he is said to ride about his realm in a
swift chariot drawn by golden or white-maned steeds.

Nereus, another personification of the sea, whose
name is derived from mae (**to flow "), is quite in-
scparable from his native element, even in the Greeks'
conception of him, asare also the Tritons, Oceanides,
Nereides, and the alluring Sirens ; who, however, have
also been viewed as personifications of the winds,

Cloud Myths

The cloud myths, to which frequent allusion has
already been made, comprise not only the cattle of
the sun, the Centaurs, gln?hdc, Phryxus, Helle, and
Pegasus, but as “in primitive Aryan lore, the sky
itsclf was a blue sca, and the clouds were ships sailing
over it,” so Charon's boat was supposed to be one of
these vessels, and the gilded shallop in which the sun
daily made his pilgrimage back to the far east, another,

As the ancient Aryan had the same word to denote
cloud and mountain (“for the piles of vapour on the
horizon were so like Alpine ranges "), the cloud and
mountain myths are often the same. In the story of

l‘iinbc we have one of the cloud myths. Accarding
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to some mythologists, Niobe herself is a personification
of the clouds. Her many children, the mists, are
fully as beautiful as Apollo and Diana, by whose bright
darts they are ruthlessly slain. Niobe grieves sosorely
st their untimely death, that she dissolves in & rain of
tears, which turns into hard ice on the mountain
summit. According to other authorities, she was a
personification of winter, and her tears represented the
thaw occasioned by the sunbeams (Apollo’s arrows).

Fire Myths

The fire myths also form quite a large class, and
comprise the Cyclopes (the thunder and lightning),
children of Heaven and Earth, whose single blazing
eye has been considered an emblem of the sun. They
forge the terrible thunderbolts, the weapons of the
sky (Jupiter), by means of which he is enabled to
triumph over all his enemies and rule supreme.

The Titans are emblems of the subterrancan fires
and the volcanic forces of nature, which, hidden deep
underground, occasionally emerge, heave up great
masses of rock, and hurl them about with an accom-
paniment of deafening roars, while their ponderous
tread causes the very earth beneath them to tremble.

In this group we also find Prometheus, whose name
has been traced to the Sanskrit pramantia (or * fire
drill 7). Learned men have therefore proved that the
o beneficent Titan, who stole fire from heaven and
bestowed it upon mankind as the richest of boans,"
was originally nothing but the lightning (* the celestial
drill which churns fire out of the clouds™) 3 but the
Greeks had so entirely forgotten this etymological
meaning, that they interpreted his name as the ﬂ;gnre-
thinker " and considered him endowed with extraordi-

nary prophetic powers. ”
jo3
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Vulean (or Hephiestus), strictly * the brightness of
the flame,” another fire hero, is represented s very
puny at birth, because the flame comes from a tiny
spark. His name is derived from the Hindoo agni,
whence come the Latin ignis and the English verb
ignite, Vulcan dwells by preference in the heart of
volcanoes, where the intense heat keeps the metals in
fusion, and so malleable that be can mould them at
will; and, as “ the association of the heavenly fire with
the life-giving forces of nature is very common,” the
Hindoo Agni was considered the patron of marrisge as
well s of fire; and the Greeks, to carry out this ides,
united their fire god, Hephestus, to the goddess of
marriage, Aphrodite,

The Greek Hestia (or Latin Vesta) was also a per-
sonification of fire ; and, her name havin retained its
primitive meaning to a great extent, “she continued
to the end, as she had been from the beginning, the
household alrar, the sanctuary of peace and equity, and
the source of all happiness and wealth.” Her office
was not limited merely to the hearths of households
and cities, for it was supposed “ that in the centre of
the earth there was a hearth which answered to the
hearth placed in the centre of the universe.”

Wiad Myths
Inthe myths of the wind, Mercury (or Hermes) was
one of the principal personifications. According to
the ancients, he was born of the sky (Jupiter) and the
plains (Maia), and after a very few hours’ existence
gigantic proportions, stole away the cattle of
the sun (the clouds), and, after fanning up a great fire
in which he consumed some of the herd, glided back
into his cradle at dawn, Witha low, mocking chuckle

;;‘ the recollection of the pranks he had played, hesank
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finally into rest. His name, derived from the Sanskrit
Sarameias, means * the breeze of a summer morning ™}
and it is in his capacity of god of the wind that he is
supposed to waft away the souls of the dead; for
- r]j:e ancients held that in the wind were the souls of
the dead.” Mercury is the “lying, tricksome wind-
god who invented music,” for his music is but * the
melody of the winds, which can awaken feclings of joy
and sorrow, of regret and yearning, of fear and hope,
of vehement gladness and utter despair.”

Another personification of the wind was Mars (or
Ares), born of the sky (Jupiter) and of the heavenly
light (Juno) in the bleak land of Thrace, rejoicing in
din and in the noise of warfare. His nature is further
revealed by his inconstancy and capriciousness 3 and
whenever he is overcome, he is noted for his great
roar. His name comes from the same root as
Maruts, the Indian god, and means the * grinder **
or “crusher”” It was first applied “ to the storms
which throw heaven and earth into confusion, and
hence the idea of Ares is confined to mere disorder
and tumult.”

Otus and Ephialtes, the gigantic sons of Neptune,
were also at first merely personifications of the wind and
hurricanes, The name of the latter indicates * one
who leaps.” Although very short-lived, these giants
were supposed to increase rapidly in size, and sssume
colossal proportions, which inspired the hearts of men
and gods with terrar, until they saw them finally slain
by the unfailing arrows of the sun.

Pan, /Eolus, his numerous progeny, and the Har
pies, were also wind divinities who never entirely lost
their original character with the Greeks, and were
therefore worshipped merely as personifications of the

elements
363



THE CLASSICAL MYTHS

Underworld Myths

The myths of drought, darkness, and of the under
world have sufficiently been dwelt upon as personified
by Python, the Hydra, Geryones, the Gorgons, Graz,
Minotaur, Sphinx, Chimera, &¢. : but their main per-
sonifications were Cerberus (the grim three-headed
guardian of the nether world) and Pluto or (Atdes),
whose name means “ the wealth.giver,” or * the un-
seen,” who greedily drew all things down into his
realm, never to relinquish his grasp upon them.

Such is the physical explanation of the various
poctical myths which form the staple of classic litera-
ture, and which have been u fount of inspiration for
poets and artists of all ages.
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GLOSSARY AND INDEX

A

Azsvyr'rvs. Son ol W
af Colchis ; slain biy 238
A-my'purs. A city of Asin Minor
the home of Leander, 85-04
A-cnz'vs, Grandson of Hellen
and ancestor ol the Achsinns,

26
A-cm‘:-u.:‘.{ mh:hit:g‘u of the
province of Achala, =6, 285
A-cua‘res. Friend and i
alile com of Eness, 329
Acu-E-L0'UE.  River in CGirerce,
bearing the name of ita god, 302
ACH-E-MEX"I-DES, sailor,
“gescusd from  Polyphemus by
Hueas, §27
Acii'e-RoN, 1 Hiver in Haldes,
138 ; Ulysees visita, 373 ; Hoeas
crosses, 333, & Futher ol
Furio, 139
A-gurriLes.

A to, 288-28g;
EM. 2g0-204 ; diath, 293
in Happy Isles, 321 : father of
Pyrrhos, 323 5 significance, 1B,

3
mfﬂ Youth loved by Galitea,
and slain by Polyphemus, 304,

3as
A-cris't-ts.  King of Argos, and
fatber of Dana, 308, 305, 2iiy;
significance, 354, 358
ACROP O-L1E, ﬁjl'l ?n Athens, the
gita of the Parthenon and
Theseus' temple, :uE
Ac-ra‘oN, Hunter chunged toa
stayr by Diana, 7o-81
AnuE'TE. Daughter of ‘me:-
thous ; covets Hippolyte'sghdle,

b1
m-p:t'rus. King of Thessaly,
served by Apollo, and saved

from death by Alesstls, 47, 48 2
Hercules ores  Alcestis to,
seo:  one ol the Argopants,

234 : in Calydonian Hunt, 243
significance, 130

A-po'xrs, Hunter loved by Venus
a beoar, 56-83;

139
E-x'a. Istand inhabited by
Ciree and wvisited by Ulysaes,
E:uo—su

238

significance, 356
E.g'An BEA.

43 Argion borne

in. 63,64 named after FEgews

_aob

X-gn'vs, Kingof Athens; Esther
of Theseus, 218, 230, 221 drowns
l_uinud!. =3 ; aignificance, 335

F'ais, Shield or te ol
Minerva and Jupiter, 41; leot
to Perseas, 211 ; Medusa's
bead, 216

A-crs'zuus,  Murderer of A
memnan ;. slein by Ores

399

Eo're. One of the Hellades
changad to a tres, 48
Eovros Br of Danaus,

L4z
FE-wg'a-nm. City which SEneaa
proposed to found in Thrace,

3as

Fows'as. Son of Venus and An-
chises, 88; Enpas' descend-
ants, lt::i : :"ﬂﬂ]‘lip hhl.lnd“zdf
mto R oige]
YVirgil's gﬂei-r&l' 323 3%

F-we An S1L'vi-A. Son 3

' Enoas;
{rmnder of Alba Lengs, 330
E-un'o. Virgll's gzg poem oo
the adventures of Fnozs, 136

E-o'ttoh, 1. Same o8 o
Ielands. 2, In Asia Minor, near
fypean Sea, 185

,l E-o'te-an lszanps, The home of
s

169
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&Eaotus, goil of ths;: “I.:‘hi, :3‘3

I )

lands, :E

E-o'ti-ax  Race: Descondants

ni-!!nlm.wnoﬂlnl.lm,ﬁ_
H'o-rus. 1. God of the winds,
184-186 7 Juno's bargain with,
2345 gift to 1M \ i
dﬂtl."lll:tiﬂ_u of [

rojuvenated by Medea, 239
E'raEn. God of light, 3 de-
thraned, 6
A'rminas  Prncess of Troezene,
218 ; mother of Thessus, 231 ]
Helen intrusted to, 227 ; aignifi-

cance, {;;
Ar'wa, Volcano in Siclly, 158
}:tu: ‘3{"‘3@“‘ Enceliwdus, 1 :
arge canl, 173, 135, 200
Ceres® vt to, 162 ?
A-T0'11-A, Country  botwpen
Epirus and Locris, 241
Ar'mrca.  Heronles' visit to, 106,
1T
AFTERTHOUGHT, Nume given to
Epimithous, 14
An-n-yhu'uux. L'..b,h_:_ﬂ the t;r
F ition  agmingt w37
m: return of. 290 ::wl.mopml'.
323§ siguificance, 354, 3
h—uﬁn Motlier © sPcnstS].:iuu E
infuriated by Bacchus, slays her

som, 157
A-gr'wox. TFather of Europa,
Cadmus, Cilix, Phoenix, 31, 32
Ac-Lata. COne of the Graces:
an attendant of Venus, 83
A-l'pes.  Sameas Pluto | signifi-

cance, 366
A-po’nEUS.  Same s Plato, god
of the Infernal Regions, 1
A'gax.  Greek hero in Trojun
war, 278; ' Patroclus'
vecovered by, 21 | dinsanity of,

304
Avsa Lox'ca. City in laly
fonnded by Zneas Silvin, 339

370

INDEX
Ar-ces'rtis. Wile of Admeins:
dies to sawve his lie 47, 43

Arc-Me'NE. Wife of y And
mother of Hmjrﬂi;‘:'lﬂ:
significance, 3%

A-1EC'To. Ome iﬂ thmm
150; sent !mm
-riiuietwmh, mid | bhe

34

Afmc'm?ox. Servant of Mars |
changed toa cock #4, &5

AL'miN pLAN, 8§

AL-rHR'UR. 1.

stable, 195. 2. Tho river
who p tad, -
1

Ar-tHa's. Mother of Meloager,
241, 243 :

Avear-TiE'a.  Goatwhich gursed
Jupiter, o

Ast-a-sx'Nus, River over which
Metabus flung Camilla, 335

Ama'rah,  Wile of Latinns, 333

driven mad by Alecto, 334
suicida af, qs ;
Mation of warlike

AMTA-zony,
women ; Herculos visits, 1
191 ; Theseun visils, 226 £

isrophon visits, 3397 Queen of

tha,
As-proSi-a.  Celoatinl food nasd

;l;u gods, 27 : gods deprived
As'uox, Temple of Jupiter In
Ei 34

bya,
A'son, Same a2 Eros, Capld, &¢, ;
af;m. 3 ; non of Venos and
- m'

M-rm'mf. Sott of Jupiter and
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Antiope ; musician; King of
Thabes, 6!.63

AM-PHI-TRI'TZ. Same as Salacla,
dqueen of the sea ; wile ol Nep-
tone, 130, E31, :33: train of,
132 ; mgnificance, 162

Ar-cur’ses. Huos of Venus,
&8 ; father ol Eneﬂ. 32’2—3:4 :

hocy  rocalled by, 330
m rp‘r, death vor-
sary of, 331 5 Alness' yisit lo,

333-111
Ax-cr'ce, Shield of Mars, guarded
hyth-Su.Him Roms, 120
Ax:-oum‘non. Husband of Diry-
-nge; saw her changed toa tres,
26z

Ar-pron’a-crt,  Wife of Hector;
parting of Hector and, 30—
:i?: grief of, 292 captivity.

2

ernuso:.’:‘t-ns. Daughter of Co-
lena nnd Cossiopeia; saved by
Parseus, 2t4-217 | significance,

M'r!-?r"'n"::s. Gipnt son of Gaa;
dofender of the Pygmiss ; slain

by Hﬂ:uln m&. lo? o
i

AR-TEI-A.
accunes Bdi bon  falsely,
2c6; lgoificance, 158
Ax'Te-mog. God of on, &6
~#on of Venus and , 118
Ar-116°0-5%8, Daughter of (Edipus
and  Jocasia; buried ol
154::—:54, dunl.ﬂmnca 157
Ax-Tin'o-vs,  Ooe of Penelope's
suitors ; slain by Ulysses, 20

Ap-ti'o-re, Wils of Jupiter;
maother of Amphion a Zethus:
p-umcut-_'d by Dirce, G2

Anaer-us, Father ol Castor's
imurderer, 244

krs-mo-Di'Te. Some a8 Vonud,
Diooe, &c., Ba-1o8; wignifi-
canoe, 364

A-pot10.. Same as Plunbus, Sol,

(.jmih.iul Pytheun, and Helios,

~74; ol the sun, tsie,

12 . ‘:'r-:-.d medicing, a4
nn's brother, 73: Nio

m :Iuln by, '# ;- and Orion,

caun goen by,

iq '!5 - ﬂnrﬂﬂ]'lhlllultltnl

fes, 110 hlh’u: =
u?ﬂ: hu:ltﬂ;;. u thpu{u
with Ne

claimed i .h % "iuﬁ :
by, 171 Janus, son 1yG;
oracles of, 246, 247 ; steed of,
245 ; Cassandra loved by, 375

ugmﬁcnnu 349, 350, 35.:.
355, 360, 36

Ag'UisLo; ‘Wut wind, of
Aolus and Aunrora, 184, llﬁ

A-macH'ne. .  Minesva's  nesdle-
work contest mth.“-“gal

AR-CA'DEA. G-
Ousug, 19’1 2415 HHUIH"H‘FI
birthplace

Ar'cas. Su'n I]J:pih&r and Cal-
listo; conate thie
Littls Bear, 36,37

ACHE-O-FA-GI TR, judgﬂ ol the

gourt of Atliens; 118

A-zx-gr's-ouvs. Hill near Athens
nite of the Parthenon, 118

A'l!s.mhmu os  Mars,
Sign| .

ApeE'TE. 1. Gjﬁdm of wirtpe :

of Hercules, 189~
to1. 2. Wile of Alclnous;
mother of Nuusiosa, _;J

An-z-Tau'sa, Nymph of Diana ;
c].‘.mw to & fountaim, lﬁi-

T

Ar'aes  {Sheot 1ig,htm=;}. A

Cyclop ; son of Uranus and

Gaa, 7

Ax'oo. ‘r‘n::m'l in which Jlason
sot zall in ssarch of the golden
firecn, 234-2q0 ; signiboance,
33

Ar-go-dav‘mic  Exeintmion in
search of golden flescs, 130
Zebteas and Calaie in, 186
Hereules in, 9015 Moleages in,
2413 np;n.ihu.uu. 1506

Ar‘codavrs. Name given to
Jason amnd crow, 234-340;
l-ign!ﬁt-n.hm.,;

An'cos, City ?l.'lshmuih dedi-
cated tujnan; .Ebsi Enry-
thioun, k Acri-
i, kf.n; of, M 2167
tus. king of. 227, 355 ¢ P"";‘;-

116
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king of. 235: Agamemnon's

Teiurn (O, 399
53
ﬁ.t%mm. t. Mame of myriad-
u;md giant who watched lo, 1:3
114 . significance,  340:
Natne of 'I:Ilynu ﬁuﬂxhl.i
hound, 318
A-mt-an'SE. Daughter of Minos |
Tleseus aided by, 233, 224
doserted by Thesopn, 155, 335 ;
marries Bacchns, 155 ; Slgnifi-
cance, 355
A-Ki'oX, Winged steed | the
nl!:pung of Nwlune I.nd. Ceres,

139,

ioto ﬂu m h E‘inh.m'ml
a doiphin, ﬁs? ¥

Axs-ra'iys. Youth who |n-
directly cawles Eurydice's
death, 19

An'tEans, Same as Diann, god-
dess of the moon and the chase,

73-81

.&l"‘r-m. Primitive lore : signifi-
cance, 353

Ascar’a-puvs.  Spirlt in Hadea
who saw mna gat pome-
granate seeda, 167

A'st-A Mr'wols West of Asin;
Bacchux' visit bo, ter i Veata's
l‘hl'inl im, 171 ; * flight

rom, 290
As-ELE'"-08, Same sn /Escula-
ﬁm;mﬂﬁpﬂamﬂmﬂn

As-rvia-sax. Infant som of
Flector and Andromacha, 286
AT-a-Las’ta, Malden who takes
part in onian Hont snd
races with Milanion or Hippo-
menss, 241-243; mgnificance,

356
A're, on Ents, Goddess of dis-

cord, az2

Atna-mas, King of Thebes:
Lither al Phryzus and Helle,
232 ; ko in modness slain by,
150; Aignificence, y16

ATE'NE.  Same ag Minetva, 30 ;
:ﬁ:lrv r,n-ddm of Athesy, 4o &

MA=THE W1- -N.H'B.

373

Inhabitants of

Athons, 186 ttl‘hmhn!.ur

22} ; ingratitude of
Atu'exs, Merva's Em:mti.
; tribunal ag, 118 contest

433
for, 128 ; i‘gml.!tn;ﬂ 218 ;
Thmu"

at, 330, 7213
Arinine elopes 1o, 335 ; Castor
and Pallux's vt to, 227;
Thesans, of, 739 Polem,

Im:; nl, :rl
ﬁ'r us.

ﬂf. : b
minl hr Huﬂmlﬂ. 1G7-100 1
heavens ‘supported by, 199,

Ar'mo-ros, One ni the Fates;

cuts the thread of Tife, 141
At'ti-ca,.  Province of Gieece ;
founds ety lu, 4o0:

anmuim of, as3: shores of,
23

Av-ce'as. King. ol Eis: ks
stables were cieansed by (Her-
Amm' Fo hu 'chun, the
LIS,
ﬁm Grenk
lglinn. Tru'r, 7.
=78, arg, ko
Mt-mu. Same an Eo,
:ﬁﬂ of ﬁu‘: sttendan ;l'
o, . : jenlous
23 Tnhqnmsimfnd byf 704

Avs'ten, South-west wiml, same

a5 Notus © A won of JEolus amd
Aunrnra, 1

Auv-tou'ie-ney,  Achilles’ choric-
teer, 301

Avien-rise,  Ooe ol the soven
h:lg an which Roma 8 built,
1

A-ven'mus. Lake near Hﬁ_;
the entrance to Hades in Ttaly

137 Enmas' visit{o, 332

B

Ban'v-ron, The home of Pyra:
s el .
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Baccuaa’ti-h, Festivala  in
lionour of Bacchus, 157

Bac-cuan'tee, Female followeosa
of Bacchus, 141, 157 &
sluit by, G

Bac'cuvs, Sameas Dioaysus, god
of wine and redolry; eon ol
{u iter amd Semeale, 150-157 0
v yvisited by, 124 1 Arad-
oo roscusd by, 1858 s
vigited by, 1563 tutor of, 265;
gift from, 273

Bacon. Exponest of theory of

m‘rﬂi.t. 347
Bm;:;:d 1, Th;mmnru! wg
L ' hooapi to ju
nnid Mercury ; w{fu nIIi‘—k:ib-
mon, =9, jo. 3 Father of
mDryupﬁ (clispged 1o & tree),
Brr-Len'c-FHON. Demiged ;

monnts Pegasus and slays the
dread Chiminrs, 256-260 § Signi-
ficance, 358

HBEL-LO'¥A. of war;
attendunt of Mars, 116

Bex-=-81'CE. peen whoas hair
wak 0 o comet, 107,
348

Her'o-f. Nurss of Semole;
whoss {orm Juno ssumos to

& jealousy, 147,

1
Br'row, Brother of Cleobls
draws his mother to the temple,

B:fn-'n—a, Provinee in Greeee,
wrlise ipal city was Thebes,

3. 2

ch‘n:-u. North wind; son of
Falus and Avrora ; Jddnaps
Orithiyin, 18418y ;. suns of,

215
Bos puo-aus. Channelconnecting
Black Sea andd Sea of Marmora,
on Touts of Argonauts, 236
Buass Aci. Third age of world,

2

Bn?.a.'u-m, One of the Cinti:
mani ; won ol Uranus and
7 @ wmpir, 120

Brusp'is, Captive of ~Achilles
during Trojan war ; claimed Ly

Agamemnon, 282-284, 288
siguificanco, 358, 359 _
Brow'res (Thunder), A Cyelop &
son of Uranus and Gea, 7
Heo'res.  Unborn soul of Roman
hero, sesn by Anchises in Hades,
335

c
Ca'crs. Som of Violcan, 1353
m sluin by Hercules on
t Aventite, 196 signifi-
€ance, 350
Cap'sus,  Brother of Eoropa;
founder ©of Tholws, 31-340
Emh;:{:r uf‘ Hnmmi.;. By
i of. a7y ragon-
tum ssedd of 236; sigmifi-
| czmee, 349, 354, 357
G-Airu‘c-u;. .\w given to
ErCury o, 111
Coa'sam, Ui‘;l.nnrn soal of Roman
hero, seen by Anchises in Hi
313 ;
Car’A-mm. Bon of Boreas and
Orithyla, 186
ol the

Cat'cuas, -Soothsa
Greeks during the {':rnjl.n war,

280

CA:.-u'a-r'-n,l Mued Aﬂ uﬂhumi:
poetry | loved Uy y 640,
mothor of Orphous, !;&n %

Cav-rie'to, Muiden loved by Jupi-
ter; changed into a buar Ey
Juno; the Great Bear, 36, 37

Car'v-pos, Home of Melsages ]
site ol Calydonian Hunt, 231

Car-v-po'ni-an HUsT: Organised
Ly Meleager to slay o beat, 241-
143

Ca-tyrso, Nymph who de
tained Ulysses on Ogygia scven
yenrs, 316 y 360

Ca-sirea,  Volstiag T
fights, and bs slain by, Hpeas,
334, 317 ; dedicated to DHana,

335

Cacaminius.  Unbom  soul  of
Roman hero, seen by Anclises
in Hades, 343

Can'pus Man'ti-os, Roman exec-

373
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cising grounds sacred to Mars,
121
Caw'cEr. Crab which attacked
Hercoles to the Hydm ;
& comtellation, rge [
Car't-ror. Temple dedicated to
Jupiter iz Rome, 34 -
Car‘tmace. A city in Africa,
biuilt by Dido, visited by £Ensus,
25
Gﬁ—snﬂ*ﬂna. Paugliter of Priam;
hscizs,  though true,
were alwayy disbelioved, 275,
321 camfu'«-:- of, 323
CAs-51-0-PE'TA, thir of Andro-
meda, 214;: a constollation,
217 ; gmificanes, 5
Cas'ror:  Cmn of thu%mq:ui or
Geminl, 244, 245: rescue of

Halen « 2977 Argonauts
nd t; ‘-‘jf 3 Calydonian
unt joined by, =41

Cav-ca’st-Ax MotsTarss. Same
8%  Caoocpaus | Fromatheus
chained to, 16, 157

Ce'crors.  Founder of Athens,
41 deseondunts of, 223

th-ﬂt.;t:uu. m tha Harpies ;

tens by ¥-

ing harm, 327 L

Cr'tevs. 1. Ring of Elousis:
father of Triprolemns, §fs.
3. Fatberof da  signid-
nce, 35§

Cen'raves, Children of Ixion,
half man, half hore ; Chiron,

189, 230, 270 : Hercnles fizhes,
;‘lpo: mﬁ of, zor, ‘237
ES03, 303~204 | significance,

358, 363 !
CR¥-TIM A-N1T (Hundred-banded),
soms of Uranus nnid Gan,

£
Cerit'A-tos.  Hunter loved by
Procris and Aurorm, 52, 53, 717:
1

CER'nE-RIE. o
which gnarded entranss o
Hades, 55, 137 : Hercules cap-
tures, 300, 228 tignificance,

Cez'cy-on, Som of Vulcan, 1352
encountered by Theseus, 230
Crain-a’vr-a, Vestivala o hooour

74

:!“fau, goddess of agriculiure,

Co'res. Same as Demeter, god.
dess ol tore and of :
tion,  £30, I5B-170:
tisgorges, 10 Peyche consilts,
g:f: Neptune loves, 139;

opa’ shoulder saten by, 143 ;

significance, 361, 362

Czp-v-mz’a. Town ol Achais,

Tz
CER-¥-NE'IAK Stac. 5§ taken
by Hercalis ;  ane of his

tge
Ces'rus. Venus' magie, love

inspiting ginlle, 107, 274

Cr'vx, IE{E; nfThonlI : ship-
wrocked, and changed with his
wile Haleyome into hirds, 181,
182

Cua‘os.  The first of all divinities,
who maled owver confusion, 2;
ejnction’ of, 6; ddughter of,

39
Cuag'v-mies. The throo Graces:
attondants of Venus, 83
Coa'non, The bomtman who

forries the souls over Acheron,

118 ;: Eneas ferried By, 333;
sigmificance, 162

Cita-2vs'vts, Whirtpool near the
coast of Sicily, 314, 313, i'?

Cor-sux'na, Monstars  Bel-
lm:q:hm;s :gg-:ﬁu: l{pﬂv
cangry, 3

Cittoae, Daughter of Boreas
and Orithyia, 187

Ci'os.  Ouae of the islands of the
Archipeligo, 73

Crit ‘o, l.n;mndd Eﬁﬁm. 189,
230, 333, 270 death ol, 103

Crny-s='ts, gnghmdﬂu-yﬂ:
taken by .}?m #83-284

Cory'ses.  Father of élu-ruh:

wét af Apollo: brings s
:':‘languﬂ on mp&umk camp, 283-
234 )
Crco'wr-aws.  Tnhabitants of Is-
marus, visited by 301
Ci-1te'i-a. - Province in  Aalas
Minor, betwean JEolbs and
Tromi E‘o

Criux. thor of Enropa;
founder of Cilicla, 31, 43
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Cry-Me'RI-AN  SHORER. Land
visited by Ulyses to consult
Tircaias, 512

Cre'ci. Sinter of Betes | sorcer-
ess who chonges Ulvases® fmen
into swine, 3to-314; signih-
cance, 360, 361

Cire’o-sis, Hrother of Bitom | a
devatoed son, 38

Cip-o-ra’tan,  Danghter of Do-
reas and Orithyia, 187

Cu'o. Ome of “the mine Moses,

over history, 60

Cro'rio. One of the Fates | sbo
spins the theead of lile, 141

Cova'e-sr: 1. Wite of Tapets
nn ocean oymph, 14, 2. ph
loved by Apollo; mether ol
Phmton,_ Gy, 65, 64

Cryr-ss-Nes'TeA. Wil of Aga-
memnon ; _shain by Orestrs,
209 ; significance, 358, 320

Ciyrr-E.  Maiden who  lowes
Apolly, and is changed into. s
snnflower, 5»&

Co-ev'roe. River in  Hades,
formed ol tears of tho con-
domned, 137, l%!

Cax'vs. One el the Titans; son
af Uranus and Gaa, 6

Cov'cmt-ad Lawn., Ram: bears
Phryxus to, 130 Angomiuts
grrive af, =36 Argonauts

from, 237 o,

E

'Cul.'!l:ma'. Land in Asia raled by
Aetes, whare the goldey fleece
waa kept, 232, 2330 retum
fram, 240

Co:to'wus. Forest sacred to
Furies, where AEdipus vanished
in'a storm, 352

Co-tos’sus. Status of Apollo in
the Iasland of Rhodes, 71

Co-uMA'ras, A goutherd, sevvant
af the Muses, g:m

Con-sExn'TES, o as Pan, god
pf the universe and of nature,

365

Co'pre-vs;;  Son ol Pelop;
owner of the marvelloun horse
Arion, 130

Co'ma. Same us Proserpina, god-

dess of vegotation. 138 3 signifi-
cance, 361

Cox’inTit, City and isthmus be-

tween Greece and the
ﬁﬁhpmne“h muf. 134, asg:

s, of, 134, a2t}

Sciron at, 219; Polybus, king
of, 246-248, 251

Co-po'NA. Constefiation,  also
knowp a8 Arindne's Crown, 136

Co-no'Nis. Maidsn loved
Apollo ; mother of Esculaping,
45, 46 ; sigoificance, 350 353

Co'ris,  North-west wind [ stm
af Holus and Aurors, 184-186

Cou-v-aﬂ:sﬁu as
tos " privals,

Cor'tus. One of the I.?entl:uunl;
son of Uranus and Gaea, 7

Cae‘ow. Father of Jocasta and

of Megam, tgo; King ol
Thebes, 253

Cre'tant Bott. Hercules eap-
tures; |

—T0d

CRETE. ﬁmd home of Minos,
103, 223, 225} Menelaus' jour-
noy to, 277 ; JEncas’ sojourn in,
3206 1 Zens, king of, ﬁi

Cae-u'sa. | 1. Wie JEnens )
killesd In attempting to fly from
Troy, 133-325 2, Same u3
Glauce :  maiden loved by
Jasni, 239

Car'us. Cnpe of the Titaus | son
of Tranus and Giea, 6

Caio'sivs,  Same as Saturn, Time;
a Titan who wules supremes
father ol Jupiter, 6-10; 12, T4,
a2z ; danghtars of, 36, 158, 171 5

placo of the golden-fleeced
T

3o

l.':u'nz.1 m';phedm
ave her e, 333

i:l.rqwn. carFEﬂ-ﬂ'n_m Same &8
Amos, god of love; son al
Vooua wmnd Mars, 85 1t
growth of, 85; darts of, %9,
124, 330 ; Psyche nnd, 95-100,

l:uﬁi*m. Sameas Corybatites
Rben's prieats, o :
75
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Cy's-me; Wiver which
stop Pluto when he

Piceerpina, 160
Cye's-LE. Same gy Rhen, -
dess of the carth, § ; of,

243
Cv-cio'pes. Tiree children of
bt Bl o e
L1 CRLE TR vl - S
Crion wvisits the, 70: WVulcen
and the, 123, 124 Island of
the, 303, 3077 Eneas wamn
nﬁuuﬂ. 327 significance, 148,

3
l.':flcl.mq. Polyphemus the; 302-
. 327
Crews, fntimate friend of Pha-
ton, 6F

Cvei-te'se. Mountala npem which
Morcury was born, 109, 110

Cyx'rit-a, Same as Disna, god-
digudth:mmmdthadmu.
73-81

Cy¥'ni-us.  Name given fo
Apallo, god of the sun and fine
arts, 44

Cyr-a-nin'svs,  Friend of Apallo;
turned toa cypress tree, 50

Cy-rrus. lIsland in the Mediter-
Tancan sacrod to Veous, 83, g8,
103

CT*“;M"' . L b

cous, uty, love,
and laughter, 82 i

D

DEpa-tun.  An architect who
the Cretan Labyrinth,
231, 233 ; the inventor of sails,
155
Dan’a-2. Maiden visited by Jupi-
ter an  golden shower ; mether
ol Perseus, zo8-310; siguifi-
cance, 341, 154, 161

Dasa's-nes, Davghters ol Da-
::lu.tﬂm slay their husbands,
142, :

Da I"in:-;l.

father
149
376

of u’f“&tydnmf

tried to | Dax‘one,  River
albducted |

ol  Europe ;

Modea alays Absyrive posr itz

Ditays ’ﬂumwm

HE. -

lo, and changed into a faorel

tree, 50, 51 b 350,
353, 360

Dar'oa-vus.  Ancisnt  lking
Troy, who ghvos his name to hia
1o, 330 ; mared ol 187

De-t-a-vut’mA. Wil of Herov
188, 201-20% : capses Forcole!
duthﬂ nsing the Nessus robe,
J0%, S 'W_ 354 i

Deaen'o-sus. Son of Prism a
the death of Baris ghg

o death

De'rtos,  Floati 1:1:«1: hirth-

glm of A and Diana.
; shrine ol Apallo st 7i.
326 ; significance, 350, 360

Dev'rut. Shrine of Apallo, amed

for its oracles, :&.d,;t. bl

px wisite, 1By ; ipus con-
sults oracle at, 247, 248, 29,
355 1 Orestos at,” 300

Dev'vee. Caused by Jupitecs
winth, 23'; alime from; ¢

De-ue"1ow,  Same an Cores §god-
dess ol agricaltore, 158, 163
tlguificances, 161

Da‘mi-os (Dread),  Attendaot or
son of Mars, 116

Des'ni-ny, One of the mocient
deities not subjectad to Jupiter,

az
Dyv-ca'iz-on. Ounly muale wur
vivor of Deluge :* sen ol Pro
mmﬂ_‘m andu‘gthu- ol Hellon,
24~
Di'a.  Malden loved and de-
In:mh-’t:y Ixion, king of the
it 145 ificanes, 353
DI*AF;:Ju ”’553{ the mgcr'n
and chase ; daughiter of Jupi
tor and Latena, 73-f1; b
of, 43; nympha of, 52, 163 &
arrows ol, 117 ; Arethusa
tl::‘d by, Im: (Eneus peg-
241 1 1 saved by,
280 ; tn’mphpﬁ. 3o ; &mﬁi
rescuad by, 334, 3355 signif
cance, 353, 360, 363



GLOSSARY AND INDEX

Dr'os, Queen of Tyre and Cor-
thage © loved and deserted by

Eneas, 339-332 0 Euncas sees,
in Hades, 333
D1-o-ME"DES. 1. Greck hero
during Trojan war, 2787 re-
covers Putroclus’ body. 261§
helps Ulysses secure the &-
dium, 296. 2. Thn possessor of
horses imken by Hercules, 194
Di-o'E: 13- Name given to Venns,
of heanty, love, langh-
:rm' &ii';. ;:. 't:rj' Mothetr gli
enus by Jupiter ;  godiess
malsture, 30, 82
Di-o-x¥s1-A.  Festivals held in
Groece i honour of Bacchus,

57
Di-o-wys'os,  Same na Bacchus,
god ol wineand revelry, 150
Di-gs-cu'rt.  Coliective mamé
given to Castor =nd Puollux,

EEN)
prosct'ni-a,  Festivais in
honour of Castor and Pollox,

24

tr'ex. Collective name given to
TFuries, 139

Diz‘ce. Wife of Lycus: bound
to & bull by Amphion and
Zethus, 63, 63

s, Same a5 Pluto, god ol
Infernnl Regions, 130, 332

Ds-cor'nt-a, of Fwe.  Goddess
of discord, 116 7 she appears at
Pelyus’ marringe foast, 273

Do-po’NA, Tem and grove
sacred to Jupiter, 34, 233

Dot s,  Constellation, 64

Doui-ax Race. Descendants of

Trorus, a6

Do'mis, Wile of Nercus, 130,
27

D(‘l"rﬂﬂ'l.
tor ol Dorlan tace, 23

DagaMs.  Spirite in cave of Som-
nus | ot through gnies
of ivory and horm, 180, 181 ;
Mercury, leader of, 113

Drer'A-wuM. Land wisited
Eueas, whore Anpchises ;
327

Dry'a-pEs. Plant nymphs, sujp-
to watch over wegeba-

on, 261
Dry'ore. Princess changed intc
a tree, 365-304 '

Duir’vess, Otscure deity put
to fight by Minerva, 39

g

Espti.  Ether ond Hemeota
creats the, 3 ; divisions ol tha,
4 roatm of the, t4;
mother of all, 25 ; cath by the,
145 ; Antaus, sen of the, 190 .
significance, 163

E'ouo. Hgt:rph who vd for
love of umﬂ:_nmmd to

a volce, ob, g¢8; auswere
Caphalus, 533 mocks Ariadne,
155

fioG. Barth Hatehed from &
mythical, 4 }

Erover. Gods take refuge im,
13: o tahes refoge in, 134 %
Menalaus and Helen detained
in. 209

E-Lgc'TRA. Daughter of Agamem-
non 5 saves Oreates, 200

Er-gu-sm’i-A.  Festivals st Eleu-
sis, i lonour of Ceres and

Progerpina, 16g ;
E-peu‘sis.  Gity io Greece winlted
Ceros during her search for
oserpina, 162, 165
E‘wss.  Province of the Pelopon-
pesas s Alphens in, 1665 Au-
gets, king of, 191 ; significance,

353

Er-re‘non.  Follower of Ulyssss;
(isg in Tsland ol A=a, 3113

E-vyva'pax Fizuos,  Abode of ths
Disssed in  Hades, 135, 145,
1331 ; Cleobis snd Biton oon-
“"Té to, 35 ; Adonis copveywd
by,

En-cm’Apus, Giant - defeated
Jnpiter ; bored under M.

tna, 13
Ex-pysw's-ox, Youth loved by
ho carries him to &

317
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cave an Mt Latmas, 76, 771
significance, 353, yio .
Ex‘sa. tll;l-l.[:l El:cﬂr: l:\"ﬂﬂl'l.lﬂ

resort 15
E-xv'o. Name given to Bellona,
goddess of war, t16
E'os. Name given to Anrom,
ldess of dawn, 53, 7o;
eslonsy of, $3; winds, efi.
spring of, 184

Erf-1-aL’res, Giant son of Nep-
tums, 130 brother of Ctus:
Imprisons Mars, 117 ; elgnifi-

eames,
Erm’o-s1. Soms of the seven
who besicged Thebes,
32
Er-an'miwoy | Afterthought),
Son of lapetus, 14 ; ol
ora, 18-11, 24
E-rt'ruv. Country  visiesd by
8, who meels Andro-
mache thers, 312
Er'a-1o, Muse of lyric E:dﬂ-y:
dnug!:ﬁt;rﬂ]upihrlnd e
RyTe,

En'r-nus. God of dnrkmess, 3 :
marzies his tother. Night, s :
Erugunﬂnrﬂng‘gd; dlﬂﬁmlm}.

E-min's-nts, River into which
ton. fal from  the aup
chariot, 6% ; Herenloa copnulis
aymphs af, tgéull
E-nin'ny-ga. ective  pame
gives to the Furies, 140§

significance, 13>
E'nes.

Env-tug'a.  Tuland home of Ger
oues | yisited by Heronlos, 106
Es'ra. Same ay Vesta,
of the family hearth, s
E-}n‘o-:uiu. So;l af and
OCasta, $50; Tuigns one year,
2533 ﬂuufyhh brother, 253
E-tn-0'Pi-A.  Country visited by

Africa.  pouth the  river
‘Ocennns : visited by the peds, ]
Eu-sot'aw or Eu-o'lc SEA. Sea
whern Hercules cant Lihas, 206
Eu-m:{-mu'l. ‘Exponent of the
myths, 341
E:g.u*uu, 5-{;4“4 wini tes} by
Ulysses on his return to Ttheca,
M3 Ulysses alded by, 320
Evsmn-nes,  Collective name
gives to Furles, 130; forest

sacred to, 383 cancd,
3

Iiu-ﬁ:m‘raﬂ. One of the threo
Gracon of Charitiod | attendant
of Venun, 83

Ee-ro'pa.  Duughter of Agenor;
wiia l:d‘JH tor, 3i- 423
mither inas, Rman -

thus, and Sarpodon, 3a, 289
significance, . 553
Ev-po'ras, vor near
where Helen bathed, E 1]
Ev'mps. East wind ;  pom of
% and Agrota, tH4-186
Eu-nr;a.ﬂ:.g. One of the three
tern Grgons, 210
Ev-mv'a-tvs.  Youth sent with
Nisus to warp Eoean that his
2008 wag in dangar, lﬁ
Ev-mv.cim’s, Nurse Ulymses |
T

:uv:t' | L
En-nmﬂ:.ﬁyﬁ? of Orpheas,
whio seeks her tn findes, 8-}
CATICE, I=
Hu«m'oma',” L&fﬂ' of Mys-
sex’ men, 310; escaped Ciree's
;jn.'llj’_lll i Ulysoes' men mbsled
Eu -ilvrg-n. Wife of Jupiter;
mother of the Gracew, §3
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Evu-mys'murns.  Hercoles' task-
aster 3 appointed twelve la-
bours, 128, 139300

Eu'nv-Tos. Iole's father | visited
mhlr Hercales, 304

Ev-ran're. One of the Yoses;
previded over music, 69

Evx'iwm Sea, Same as Pontus
Euxinus, or the Hlock Sea. 4

E-vax'oer.  Hing ol Tuscsns |
ally of Ensas; father of Pal-
las, 333, .'-1‘_;6

Eve'sus,  Father of Hm-pnu
drowtied himsell in river
sme  uume, 131
crosses, 303

P

ﬁtmdn:nt of Jupliter,
of (amé =28

Fates: Thres sistcrs | nlso known
gy Moerm or Paren, 27, 140,273,
278, 29

FaTHER NmE. HRiver god, 132

Fat'ma, Wile of Faunns; &
rumm) divinity of the Romans,

268
Fap'sus. Roral of the
Romuans ; husband Fauna,

368

Fro'ra.  Goddess of flowers, 268 |
wife of Zaphyrus, 186

Fro-nA'Lr-A. Festivals inMay in
honour of Flora, 368

FonrTmovakt. Name given to
Promethons, 14

Fog-Tu'sa, 1. s f fortune ;
an atténdant of _[npihr. a#.
2. Goddess of plenty, po2

Fo'mym. Chis! place In Rome
where public nmiters were dis
cusmd, 110

Fu*ltu;:! The Eumenitdes, or

“m.ﬁ "“’“"',;3" Greton

FaMa.

G
G-I'-L Same as Tullnsand Terrma,
' :[Tiinwul LT o
! con 71 1l¥p
mlhd by, 725 ' Enceladus
. 13;  Antxus; son
m‘. 19!

:ﬂyﬂ“ pmmmi Ly,
GM,-»::E‘

h loved
Pal ml AEII 104, 4

2. tue loved 'I:?; {gﬂ.
;-shnpmy: Ven give ivlife,
« 09
Gap'voumne, Trojan prines car-
ricd off by Jupiter to ack as

cup-hearer,
Ge, SI-H'Iﬂ uzu Tellus, Terra,

the Earth, 3 ;
Ges'l-%1.  Same a8 Dioscori]
. and Pollnx; 244

Gu-ny o-RES. i
are tuken by Hercules, 106

EInif

GLAU'EE. Hdﬂ loved by jﬁ-
son :  alaii by Medea, 2303
tigutﬁmm. 156

Grav'cvs. Flsherman changed to
a A p:a-d, 269, 270 5 lover of
Scylia,

GoLpEr AG First nge of the
ancient workl, when all was
blizs, 2z : Janns’ reign, 176

Gor'GoNs, sisters—Eury-
ale, Sthenp, aml Mednsa, :m—
;:; . ﬁgh decorited by -

ano of, 41 ;

Guac'on, THE ‘ﬁnhwu wri:
Roman heroes, seen by Anchi-
so4 in Hades, 3133

Ger'crs,  Same ns Grotie : the
three attenilants of Venus, 33,

i3
Gu-sm‘vm Name grven toMars
when leader of armios, 131
Crx'm. Tlree sisters with but
one eye and tooth them,
=12 ; significance, 5&
Gra‘ri-x.  Samn as Gracss, or
Ch:riﬁus. Venuy' attendants,

Gnur Bear. Constellation formed
by Callisto, 37 379
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Gaz'cyay, Mythology, 14 ; camp,
93

Guesce. Highsit peak In, 24 ;
alphabet introduced into, 14+
vations of, 35: an in, 38;

visit to, 198 : vinita
Vesta's shirine n, r7e, 75
'war betwetn Troy and, 275

Hec'rap:

Hev'ex.

Haz-so'swt-h.  Daughier ol M

and Venus, 25, 11%; wife of
mus. 34 : mother of Semp

hailes luhnd: 235; &noasseos,
327 . significance, 365

Heav'en,” Creation of, 3 mealm

of. 14: Atlas, supparter of,

nfi e

benrer of the gods, =8 :'d:ﬁ:htur
of Juno, 57 i wife of Harcules,
207

He'vaus. River |n which the
Bacchan

: tes cast Orphous’ ro-
malna, G2

Hrc'a-Te. MName given tio Prossr-

pioa as Crusen of Hades, 168

San of Pridm | leader
of Trojan army, 38¢-391 ; slain
by Achilles, 293 ; Prinm baris,
39§ ; shade of, 322 & witow of

327 .
Hrc'v:ma., Wifs ol Priam ;

mother of Paris and Hoctar,
#73, 375: Hoctor seen by,
:g:;uFﬂﬂ ﬂhj:i b
Yaughter  al Juapiter
ﬂ:’d Loda :hlril‘.n of Mefslnos ;
faprpeil Paris, 273-377:
kidaapped by'_;r Theseus, 22y :
Faris upbralded by, 285 : retarn
ol, 255 : JEnear wishes to slay,
323 ; umnlﬁmw-sﬁ-s

Her'%.xps, King

whose wluve Andeomnachic be
came nftor the death of Feetor,
37

HE-Li'A-DEs.  Sisters of Phaton 4

chonged ifto trecs, 8

HeCr-cod,  Mountain in Grecce,

sucrod to Apollo und Muses,
70, 136 o

He'vi-os. Name of Apollo ne

god of the aun, 44,54 ¢ wigmh:
Catics, 349, 152, 3¢0

Hel'te. ~ Daughier of Athamas

and MNephils ; drowned in the



GLOSSARY AND INDEX

Hxp-re'wes,  Name given 0 an-
clong Grosks, 23

Her'Les-poNT. Name glven to
the strait from Helle, 3252, 269,
382 ; Leander swiimns across the,
8404

#He-un'na (Day ) One of the frst
divinities, who roles with Zther
{Light), 5. 6

FiErn-ms-11" s Feativald in honnus
of Hephmstus, or Vulcan, 125

He-rpas'tos, Name given %o
Vulenn, god of the forge, 133
significance. 364

Ho'ua, or HE'sE. Name given
to uuu.émn of heaven, and

tess of the armosphers and

ol marriage, 36 significance,
344

Hen'a<cLes, Same as Heronles ;
wom of Jupiter and Alemune, 188

He-m='ost. Town dedicated to
the sasrvies ol Juno, 37

Huw'co-tes. Sams sy HHeracles,
gl of all athletic , 188~
207 1 Promethous doliverod fg
16: Hades wisited by, H
Hesione  Hdoelivered h%‘m 128
owrier of Arion, 129 ; Centonrs
delented by, 227 : Argonautic
expodition joined by, 253, 234 ;
arrows of, 364 apparition of,
5% lute wl, 200! cone
demmn, to serve Cmphals,
Crueen of Lyndin, 200 3 ifi
cance, 341, 153, 354, 357, 359

HEx'usz.  Sameas Mercuty, mes-
senger of tho gods, 105 signifi-
cantd, 304

Her-mi'o-Ke. Sams ax Harmo-
min: daughter of Veous and

Mars, 83

Hir'vo, Maiden Ioved Loan-
dier, who swam the Hellespont
to visit her, Bo-qy

He-#t'o-my. Danghiter ol Laoine
don ; rescued from son monsber
by Herenles, 126-128, 10%,

»75
Hesve'n-a.  Ancieut oxma of
!tﬁ’;h a0 eallsd by Moeas, 12,

Hes-pEr'i-nes,  Danghters ol
‘H.us]pmt. ardians of golden
apples, 166 : significance, 334

Hes're-rvs.  God of the West

father of the Hesperiden, 81,

1

HHQFH-A. Samo as Vesta, god-
dess of tho family bearth, 172 2
significance, 304

Hiw'e-avs. God of the desire
ol love: attendant in Venus'
numerous troin, £4

H";'P?sam“ Fountain created

gaRIus, 70, 259

H:Em-:nu-m‘f ﬂ"r‘i[c aof Piri-
fhous ; almost carried off by
the Centaurs, 337

Hie-por"v-1E, Queen  af the
Amazons, 194, 155; Thesens'
wiln, 226

L R N
ane B30 2 Y
th-,tm:.' u;

Hip-pod'E-2Es.  Same as Mila-
nion : lover of Atalania, 243
Hore. The good spirit in Pan-
dofa’s box i an anclant deity,

21, 12

Ho'ex. Collective name of ths
seasons | Venps' attendamt, 53

Hors Gate. Gate londing from
cnve of Somnus to outer world,
180, 181 :

Houns, Attendants of A
66 attendanfa of Venons, 83

Husorep-BaNTED, the, Samoas
Centimani, 7

Hip'sos. Same ds Somous, god
of slesp, 170

Hy-a-ciw'Tivs. Youth loved by
Apolla and Zepliyros ; changed
to & fiower, 40 _

Hy'oza. Monsier serpent slain by
Hercules in the swamp of Lerna,
191, 192 ; Aignificance; 166

Hy-cs'ta. Danghter of Escula-
pius ; walched over health of

man, 47
Hy'Las, Yooih loved by Herco-
les;  atolen by the wates

mph
Heury, | God of marriage:
attondont of Venus, By 35
I



GLOSSARY AND INDEX

Hyv-uxr'tis. Mountain in Attica,
F1] :
thn-uu*::# MovnTamns,

The mountains ting the
land of the unmm from
HyYr-ER-80'RE-ANS, People north
Oceanus, 3 wirtuous race, 4
Hy-re'smi-os. The Titan who
:m;l charge of the sun chariot,
oL

Hyr-sgu-xzsria.  Daughter of
i saves ber huosband,

143

1

1-AP'E-TUS. COmne of the Titana:
father of Prometheas, 6, 14,

Lesch  consulted
;- cures. Foesy
Venus' aid, 338
F-a'st-us, Sama as Iasion ; father
of Atalanta, 241, 327
Isv'cos, Avenged by the
140 ; the murcérers of, 147
Ie's-rtts. Son of Dadalus: fell
into the Icarian Sea, 222
Fpa. Mountsin kn Crete. and
noar Troy also, g, 28¢
Foas. A mortal befriended by
Neptune ; olopes with  Mar.
possa. 131, 132
It't-a. 1, One of tha Titanides ;
dnughter of Uranns and Gea, 6.
- ntwrss of Vesta; wile of
Mars ; maother of Romulus and
Remua, ns.;;}g
I6'-an.  Homer's eple poem on
the Trojan war, 283, 285, 203
[v'r-uM. Same as Troy, w
comes the  [iscd's name, 283,
3. 335371
IH;n-l:mm. I;ii'rnr god (father of
lo}, 121, 12
In‘naa ua’ wvigit to, 15
IurernaL Rzaiows, Judges in
: hets visiis
61 ; Adonls vglll,-. 7 : PIIIIEE':
ina's so-
journ in, 167: Encas vizits,

I- t‘?-gm.
Aneas

I'so. Samaoas
Cadtie at8 He
mon 1
232 © sigmificance, 356
I'o. Maiden loved by Jupiter;
changed into an heifer, 111-
; bee, 340, 361

i e

S iia
]

Lot G, Ringdon of Esos and

Jeson ; wmurped by Pelias, 330

1 second
hter of
150,

I-o'st-a¥  Sea. Sea west of
steecn, named after To, 114
Irn-r-cE-21'A. Daughter of Apa-
memnon ; sacrificed to Diana,
380, 281 ; Orextes finds, 300

I'ris J{ﬂ;e Rainbow), Attendant
of Juno, 37, =02, jis

Ieon Ace. ”erth ﬁ;d lant agm
Pprevions to the Deluge, 24

Ist=s or e Brest, lalands west
of Oconnus, inbabited the
virtuous uead yusen

I8'sa-mus, ti}"vwn in  Thrace,
spoiled yases, 301

Ie-mr'pe, t%‘IZ?l'anl,g;m.m- of
nnd Jocasta, 250 ; dies af

aF

Iné;m-u Gaurs, Games held
In honour of Neptuooe, st
Corinth, every four years, 114

IT%a-Ly, Saturn retives to, 12,
22; wtatues of Juno, af;
Meptune woeshipped n, 133 :
Ceres teturns to, 163 ; Vesia's
shrine in, 171 ; Jauus, king of,
!

ITu'a-ca.  Ulysses' hiland king
dom, 18g, " 377, ,rn. (]
Ulystes arrives in sight of, 300}

Ulysses returna 1o 316, 317



]
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Teolemachus returns to, 318;
home of Pexslope, 277

{-w'Los.  Encas' son; Eoess

gaves, 324: Copid sssumes

ui,_;ﬁ; stag wonnded

2{; 334 ve defence by,
-

fvoxy Gite. Gato leading from

Ix-1"0H,

]

J

Ia
of

Jo-cas'ra.

]

cave of Somnus to outer world,

180, 133

Ciiminal in Tartarus;
bound to wheel of iz, 60, 145,
728 ; makes love to Juno, 145..;
significance, 353

¥

s m-now,  Clty on the Tiber,
fountled by Janes, 176

a'nus, Godoof all M&nnhp.
ol entrances, gates, &c., 176
t78; opening of temple of,
334

A'RUS QUADRI-FONE. A squars
temple dedicated to Janus, 177
rsow. Sonm of Hsom; father
Eﬁ‘l‘lutm. the ?j wﬂi.
136 captured the en B,
210=240 joins upﬂﬂmmmm

unt, =41 sigoifieance, 330,

isr
Wite of Lains, 345 ;
marries (Edipus, hee son, 250
commits snicide, 251 signif-
cance, §57
ovit, Samaoas Jupiter, 27 ; birth
of, 5 ; cmaipatence of, 11 ; day
of, 178; da - courted by,
276 ; decree ol, 209
wao. Birth of, 103 fight o,
tz; Jupiter's wife, 30; same
an iera, Here, 36-38 5 jealousy
al, 44. 45. 1312-114, 129, T47
148, 150, 174; Mary, son of,
116 Vulcan, som of, #1225
innalts, 145 love made
to, by [xion Il.ftr.’l; Zolus,
pervant of, 184 Horoules per-
secutod Ly, 188-1g0, 193, 195:

Jurun'sa,  Slater

ason carries, 231 ; Jason sided
. 234, 233; contest of
l-!liuurrn and Venuns with, 273
a74; Troyd ed by, 324

Aneas persccuted by, 337, 328,
331, 3343375 s.i;m.gcum 348,
153. 365

Ju'rr-TeR. Birthof,g. 1o %
macy of, 10 ; i udu.[ont:r'"ﬁy

11-14; lkin
t3; Proms
lﬁ:mdhqdmrun;nn:-

mmmﬂ of, 8, 1132
by, 23.: same
a8 Jove und Zeus, 37-35; Jano
conrted by, 36; Minerva borne

om  dividesd by,
punished by,

ercury, son of,
. TIT=t14 }
Murs, son of, 116 Vulcan, soo
of, 122: thunderbolts of, 124,
145} Huﬁ:nn exiled by, 127
approves ‘s choice, 133
Semele courted by, 147-1507
Cores, wife of, 158 -
pina condemnesd l;y 16z 1 Her-
cules, son of, 16, 188, 18}
E!m in homour of, 200, 307
ercules aaved by, 2oy ; Danas
courted by, 208, 200, Helen,
dluﬁiabcr of, 237, !iﬁ: Bel-
L nisheil » 2L07
% I‘.cvtzld by, :;,tr. 273
Ifhﬂ,; m;:;. :84 ; interfercnce
' 4, 280, 324, 1365 SUP“
don, son of, 289 Apollo ap-
pmssd by, 3163 Eance,
44, 347, M8, 349, 353 353,

4. 358, 349, 360, 161163
]“157“._‘?_ AME | LE "f!';bnmll. jo.

mather of saasons, 83
chario-
toor of Turoun, 333

Jo-wnei‘rAs, Same ol Helw, god-

dess of youth, 22
383
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Ea'mia, Goddoss of vice : tries
to mislead Hercules, 155

L

Lan'v-amwmit, A maze in Crets,
constructod by Dedalus for the
Minotaur, 221, 223

Lu:-:-nz =MO'Ni-A.  Provioce in

talofSparea,
l.llu nama ob Epu-a* ::rr :

LAC-E-DE-MO'NI-ANS,
tants of L:Mmun.h. cl-t
Sparta, 142
Laci'e-sm.  One of the Fales;
twisti the throad of Tifs, 14
La'no, Dm;:n‘ ﬁhhh md;:tr
e apples espeides, 1
Lﬂnm Father of Uilysses
ﬁ m! Puua!npe mmhh

ns;-ub; uﬁ-].ws. Cannibals

winite

La'rus, Futh:tr!:r ipos, 246 ;
tlain hy him, ag# : ilgmﬂmr.t,

350-33

Lam-ra” ru.. One of the Hellades,
68 guards the csttle of the
wum, 315

La-oc’o-on. Trojan  priest ;
r.l'lﬂ!m! to death by two ser-

Lg-on-a- ;!:?n. Wife of Protes!-
lqur. dhﬂlﬁml 251 1'3:
Loa-oo's- -

R, St 45

1l walls, 128 : He-

sione, ol, 195 ; signif.-
cance, 150

Luum People who dwelt

in Thesaly and lw:h'r. the
Centaurs, 301, s Ixion,
Hng of, 145 Hﬂ.thnu king

Ln.*n 'Wlh of Mercury : mother
of the two Lares, 174

La‘mzs, Two ty divinities
of mocient Roman A,
174 ; saved by Anchises, 324

« Namiw of days in 178
s, People of Latinus nnd

mﬂdﬂ 330, 138, ido;

La-zi'sus. H.in&mhu lﬁ

-Enm IH, 335, ;u?..
mak

IXroae Proviss ot Ttaly
ruled hy Latinus, 335 ; Enens
connes Lo 'y

LaAT wus, onntain o Asin

Minor, whers Endymion les
asleep, 77: nignificance, 333,

357, 350
LA-10'NA.  Samo as Leto : wits of
upites © mother of lo and
D&, 44. 45, ng, of,

73 8 ane,

Lav'svs, Hero ala hjr HEneas
during wars againet the Ru-
tules, 337

Es-vin't-a.  Daughtor of Latinws,
333 334 ; Aneay' second wile,

3
'f.l-iu %E;. leh of Abydus;
Hero's lover, who swam  the

Hallespont,
-Hl‘:ﬂp:l. 2:“::{ Athamas
and Ino; slain by his fathor,

150
Le"oa, Mother of Castor and Pol-
lux, Helen and Cl yixmnesira,
276 Bignificancs, 350
Le‘tars. The tireless buotmg:
il;;,;,&m by Procris to Cepha-
-1
L:u xos. Isfand in the Groclan
Ih hi;’-’uiuu lasited
ﬂﬂi = 3 oCtetss on,
Lezx' :u. Marsh where the ’Iﬁl

Iny

l.ﬂ':lz::.h River niy i argetinlness,
w scparaied .El?m
If&l:ldu from Hades, 130, 179,

Lz'ro, Same as Latona ; mother
of Apollo and THana, 61

signi 2, 537, 339,
e {gw;s&fr 350 {:,

Same as Hacchus,
of wine and revelry, 151



Lim-En-A'ni-a. Festivals in honout
of Liber, or Baceliga, held in the
aufumn 157

Lin'y-a; Ancient pame of Africa;
coast upon which Eosaslanded,
34, 329

Li'cnis. Bearer of the Nessus
1;?; glaln by Hercules, 205,

LiouT. Same as Ether, 3
Ltr'a-ns Istaxos. Same as Eo-

linn Islands, where Ulysees
landed, 184
Lome  Bean. Arcas

ch
inta the constellation nlmg

-1
Lo'ms. Nymph changed into a
totns blossom, 263
Lo-tomi'a-ct. People whose food
was the lotus: the Lotus-
eaters, 303
Love. Same as Ercs, .
'_1&;: Psyche courted by, S5
|

Loves. Attondants of Venus, 125

Lownr Wontp, FPluto receives
scoptre of, 14 Adonis leaves,
g8 ;:  Pluto unuv:r Proser-

pina to, 160 ; visit by Enean,
333

Lu'sa. Sameas Diana, 178

Lyc'i-a. Land misd by lohates,
who ssuds Bellerophon to slay
the Chimaera, 256, 259

Lyc-o-mu'DEs.  Kiog of Scyros;
treacherously slayn Thescus,
230§ umlmMHEm:n. z80

Ly'cus, Antiope's second hus-
band : slain by Amphion and
Zothns, 62, 63

Lyp't-a. Kingdom of Midas, in
Asfa Mineor, 13 ;;:::

Lyx"civus. Huos of H -
nestra, who spared his um

Lys’cus, Hing of Scythia:
changed into a hynx by Ceres,
1a

L¥'ra: Orpbens’ lute ]
?'hm &4 3 cona tion,

r

GLOSSARY AND INDEX

Macua’on,  Celelwated  leech,
von ol Esculapius, 47 ; Philoc-
tetes healed by, 205

Ma'ta. Goddess of the pliind ]
mother of Mercury, 109 { signi
cance,

Mias, Thecreation of, 14, ©5

Ma'wes, Tutelary divinitics of
Roman honseholds, with the
Lares and Penates, 174

Mar-pEs'sa. Daughter of Evenus;
marries Idas, 131, 133

ter and Jund, 375
war, 116-13f; Venus courted
by, 8486 day of, 178 des
cendants of, 339 ; significance,

"MI’#‘I'—II\. 1. Sheplherd who
enters into competition with

Apolle, 35, 6. 2. Name of
river, st

MARTI-US, CAMPUS, Roman
MI_:MIIF £ 1
MaT-RO-NA LI-A. estivals in

honour ol Juno, in Roma, 38
ME-DE'A. Dau:iht]ﬂnl Eetes, 256,

237} -wifa asom, 2 £0 5
rJHan.t s, 220, 221 ;i?l:;ﬂ.l.ﬁ:

3
Mz'Dr-A Enunn'y in Asin Minar,
whers Medea tock mhig;.::l
MED-I-TER-RA'NE-AN. di-
viding world in two. 4
Mzpu'ss, Gorgon slain by Per-
sous, whoss hair was turned into
anakes, z1o-210; Neptune
:r;nmm-' 130 Pegasus,
of, 2358 ; & cance,; I5
ME-o®E ®A. gl‘i ol the i'u.riu.
Eumenidea, or Erinnyes, '?9
Meg'A-ma, First wile of Hercu-
ies, whose three chililren he
burns in his madness, 1907

Me-LE-A"aER.
; leader of Cal ian
Hunt, 241, 2427 ™

356
Me'Lr-aw Nyuris. Hﬁp‘m who
nursed Jopiter in

V9
am 385
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Mui-pom'e-ne.  Oneof the Muses
presides over trlgudﬁﬁn .

Mzu'rurs. Town
T, 1 §4

foundad by E

MEw-E-L4"US. ol C
husband of Heles of Troy, 375-
278 ; Paris fights, 285 : return
of, ‘399, Tllﬂnun:aui viaits,
318 ; sigaificance, 3

Mew'g-rr-us. One ol the four
scas ol lapetus and Clymene,

4
Mex"ror. Name assumed by Mi-
nerva to act as a guide for
Telemachus, 318, 320
MERr-CU-1A"LI-A. Festivals in
honoar of Mercury, the mes-
senger gocd, 115
H:;;c:;w. Bame as Hermes,
¥ s, On.ah(}?mplu;
‘son of Eupi:t'ur and Maia, jog-
it5; Pandora guided by, 13;
Jupiter's ally, 2g;
tided by, 87 ; Mars debiversd
Ey. 117 ; wisita Vielean, 125
Bacchus  guarded by, Iég
ina h s 0

¥

Iy, .

Lara loved by, t74; day of,

178 ; hu.dnruidiuma, 180
Perseus helped by, 211 Pa
mo!,a&s;&utnﬂ-mw

o a8y Pl‘hmludhy.agi:

aided by, 311, 316

&Eneas aided by, 330 signifi-

cance, . 350, 364, 36
Men'o-pE. Dau n:mtdmglm 5
pramised o of Crriom,

MEeT-A-w21'sA. Wife of us
king of Eleusis; mothar of
Hu’Tzi D:u:il:git of Oesap
' g 18 3
givesn ta Cronus; 10
Mr'tur. Attendant of Mard ; god
of war and strife, 110
Mg-zun'73-us. Father of Lausns -
kel oy LI
DAS, o s 57, 84 2
nhnngedm toached h‘lggld‘
153 154
mﬁ*m—m. Samn an -
pe=;  husband of A ta,

4
HI'.I.:\ Itland where statue of
Venus was found, 108

386

Mre-wmp'va,
Athene,

Lt

2EgEL

Juno and Venus dispute with,
o, S 2
by, _;m-i:u; I'isn-lﬂ':u,
MIN-ER-VA'LI-A.  Fostivils
honour of Minervs, in Rome,

43
Mi'sas. ., af Crets, 104
father of ne and Pheedra,
231, 223, 2. Sanof ter and

# M‘lh =, 2,
139

MmTo-ravs. Monster  which
Minos kept in the :
221-225 ; significance, 355, 306

Mum-so8'v-we. ATitanide, 6,10

odiless of nmw::?; wils ol
Lgpnur: mother of the Muses,

Mx'ne. The Fates, or Parce,
who spio, twist, and cut the
thread of lifs, 141

Mor'pamvs,  Prime: minister of
Somnus, god of sleeps, trg-143

Mowrs. Same as Thanatos, ged of
death, 1 yo-182, 183

Mo-svon'rus. Mountain in Lem-
nos, where Valean fell from
heswven, 120

MOrien. Authority en philology,
5

Mudac'e-7es, Apollo’s nams
when he lod the chioir of the
Muses, 68

Mo'ses, Tug Nive, Daughters ol
Jupiter and Be. 55
56, 58, 68, et

7o mwnt:? tiu..:;’s
H!E—-cl'lh!.i =~ gmrihnddtr ol

uno, w parta and Argos,

o al:qm exchanges Argua
207
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Myr‘ur-DoNs. Achilies’ followers ;
led by Pafroclus, 288, 28p;

n—m ﬁﬂi@munm cele-

ted fn honour of the God
ulW‘me.I;ﬁ

Mymas. Fabulood tales, 340-366

N
Na-t'A-pEs, . Fountaln oymphs
subject to W m.:ﬁl 26::"

Na-ra'm. ¥, ympiis, who
lookcil aftar th.elmln also, 201

Nag-cis'sus, Youth loved
Echo; enamoured with
awn jmagn, h-of

Nagssie'a-a.  Daughter ol Alci-
mu: m Ar:tr. befriends

Hux“lm mma visited by The-
sons and &mhl.u. I55, 22§

Nec'ran n! the
poursd out Ir_r (.‘azty
meda, 27, 66

Ke‘tgus.  Son ol Neplone;

criles, 101
Ne'ug-an Gasps Games in
bomour of Jupiter and Hercules,

207 )
Ne'se-anw Liow. Monster slain by

Hercules, 11, 258
Neu'g-5s. 3«1 desa of Tevenge,

139 pursoes Orestes, 300

Ne-orgoL'E-Mus, Same s Pyr-
rhng ; hchitiu aon ; slays
Prinm, 204,

NErn'e-Ls. ue aof Athamas;
mother of Flryxus ;.m;&ﬂcllt
232 * !i;uiﬁunce 3o 2

Hm'?mt. Sams s Pa:nu:l.:l-:mi

of the sea, 126-23%5; 800 0
Uremus, rm:* kingdom given
to, 13; uge ©om
]% 4 hmaﬂmm by. .w.

los cremted by, 45; walls
built by, af: Mam pomished
by, 118; gl protected by,

=Nz

Lﬁ?: Vesta wooed by, 1711
o8 punished Ly, 104 ; Pegn-
pus muted. by, xi3; ium
Iytus lain h;. 336
wooed by, 271 Trojans pun-
tahied by, 200, 297 ; Palyphe-
mus, 5on of, (o1 ; Ulysies’ men
slain by, 116, 317 ; Alnzas
saved by, 328, 332 : signifi-
cance, yhz, 365
Ne-mu'i-DEs.  Water Hmp’hl
daughters of Nerens an
E3; 139, 1j0, 132, 369 signifi-

cance, 163

Hrre-vs. God of the sea; the
ification ui i!: plossant
afpect, TR0, father of

Thetis, 2712 :lgmﬁ'nun:ﬂ jhz

Nes'stra. The Centanr who carries
Deiandira across TIVET §
slain by Herculss, 203, 2045
mignificance. 334

Nes'som,  Greek hero during Tro-
jan war ; noted for wise counsel,
241, ;:3 nE

Nr'ce, Same as Victory : attend-
ant of Jupiter, 28

Nianr, Same as Nyx or Nox, 2,
4, 3%, 179 _

Nicursmares. Attendunts of Som-
pua, crouching in hia cave, 180

Nir'e-nr, Daughter ol Tattalus,
whose children are slain Hr
Apollo aad Diang, 73-75. 1431

. 362, 303

Ni'sus, ‘rmth who ies
Enryalus {0 sommdn [= 2]
back to camp. 335

No'sax, Nameasmumed by Ulys-
sed to mislead Polyphomue, 305,

Fof
No‘rus or AvsTen. South-wost
windd; son of J/Eolas mnd
Auror, 184-186 3
Nox. Samo g N £55
i ﬁ‘;’ and

E',‘;‘.,"" TACTIES

bus, 2

Nu'ua Pml.m.':»m. Second
king of Rome; built Vesta's
tomple, 171

NYMPHE, ame given to lemals

punor divinities, 561
387
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Hy-s1'a-nEs. N who cored
for Bacchus, and A constel-
lntion, 150

Nyx. Same as Nox, ess of
night ;' mother of and
Light, 2, 1, 4, 5; of

Furies, 139
0

O-cr-an1-DES,; Da;irh!ut!
Oceatiun ; nympls
T4 84, :45'9 ' .!-ﬁ:

O-ce’a-mue. 1. River surround-

Rocients, 4, . 200. 3. Ono of
the Timns ; son of Uranus and
Gaa, 6, 8, 10, 14, 126 signifi-

cance, .
Ouocms'r-a. A slave ;. wile of
Valcan ;' mother of Sorvius
Tulllun, rye
O-ovi'sgrs. Samn as Ulysses ;
hero of the Odyssey, so1
On'yssuy.  Eple poem of Homer
on tha sdventures:of Tlysses.

1ot
Eo'i-rvs. Son of Lalus and
]nl:nh.; Hing of Thebes, 246
255 | ﬁpﬂﬂuuﬂ. g{s?. 359
E'xnos.
Drhna!n hm.hl.ml.ni thu
301, 245
E-no '.ll!l Wife of P:l::: d::.n of
.'Ifs H L
his fnna;mf pyTe. 2053 kignif.
(E- Fathor of
{E-nn’ H-mr a Meropo |
blinds Orion, 78
E'ra. Moun om whoss sum-
mit Hercolos builids his funeral

pyre, 305
O-cve'i-a,  Island whera Calypo
8 Ulysses peven 316
Cvw'rra.  City in noted
for ita temple and games, 14,

200, 207
O-LYM'P1-AD, Tlrmr lotween
Olympinn Games: oo, four

year, 35
Oeva'sax ivinmes.  Name

ﬁm to the gods of Qlympus,

27 —Gaus, Gamesinstitnisd
h{{uﬂamulu i hogowr of Jo-

Dv:.*rlt rul .Ttmmnﬁ: narth of

Greeco © the abode of the gods,
4 6 8, 0, ¥l 3. 1S, 17, 27.

30. 30, 30, 41, 33, 66, 74,
5. 84, By, o1, o8, 106, T1O, xlz
113, 133, 134, 129, 147, 308

:ssa. 334 .tmr. :-:-a- Ay

um. a3
16 Guymnde mlg:l;ﬂ;;:l
Croce it visits, 167 - Bdl '

utmm.:ﬁu:*Pu o by

266 Thetih viils,

28473 u%nmm 347

ON'FHA-LE. CHiper ui Lydia;
the taskmisiross of Eurmlu.
0T

Oenprco-podrus, Mame borne
by Mercury sa conductor of
dreams, mr,\, 11

Ops. Same Cybele ; pame
iven to R.hu. and 'also to

8
O-xx'aA-pEs.,  Mountain ?'mphl
whio guliled i:rl.'mﬂm
O-gus*res, Son of Apnum
:Mmﬂﬁmum friend of
e, 30, 300
ﬂ-i?:'nx. mun loved by Diana,
and accidenially sinin by her,
I7=70
Ou-t-Tiv’e-a.  Wife of Borsas;
mother of Calals, Fetud, Cleo-
patra, and Cliione; 156
Cic'ruEvs. Musician ;| son of

Apollo and Calliope, s58-03,

131. n cance, 351
!-E:w i Thessaly,
1|pm:| which the Titans piled
Prlion, 12
O'rum,  Giant son ol Neptune ;
ilain by Dhana and Apollo,
iry, 1303 , 165

P

Pacro'tes,  River in Asln Minor
in which Midas waslisd, to
remove his golden plagos, Iﬂ



GLOSSARY AND INDEX

Pa-rm'uox. Son  of  Athamas
and Inmo: changel into s=a
god, 151

Par-p-me'pes, Musssuges sent to
pnmmon Ulysses to war agamst
Troy, 277, =78 )

Cat-t-xukUs. Hoeas’ pllot ; lost
ut sca off Capo Misenum, 333,

333

Par-ia'orow. Statue of Minerva,
431 atolen from Troy by Ulys-
ses and Dibmedes, 171,200

PaLas. 1. Name . given
Minerva In Athons, I3, ;Lg.,
2. Son of Evanider; slain by
Turnos, while fighting for
Alneas, 116, 137

Pavr'non. pemai‘ attendant of

Murs = lover of strife, 116
Pax. Same as Conseates, god of
s S 1
105, 265, 3 cance,
Pm-im-:m.n‘a. d?nﬁﬂu h':la
in honour of Minerva, 43
Pas-po’na. Flostwoman ; creatid
in beaven, she brings evil (ato
the world, 18-22, 24
Pax'em:, The Fates, or More
they spin the thresd of destiny.

141

Pati'ts; Son of Priam and Heco-
ﬁ a7y judgment of, 274

its Troy. a74. 2754 clopes

with Helen, :t;r{u: ?Eluul. with
Menelaus, 285 ; battle, 387 ;
Achilles slain by, 364 ; deathof,
294 ; significance, 359, 350

Pak-nassus. Mountain in Greece,
24-26: macred to Agpollo uod
the Munes, 69

Par-Tue’'si-uM, Mountain upon
which Atalanta was expossd,

t 1

Par'roe-uon, Temple dedicated
toMincrva at Athens, 43

Pa-tro'civs, Friend of Achilles ;
alain = by Heclor, zEE-203,;
slgnificance, 330

Pra‘a-sos; Steed born from the
sea doam and the blood of
Medusa, 130, 213, Ballero-
phon rides, Z¢B-2t0 s migniii-
cance, 338, 362

Pr'tevs,  Hushand of | Thetia}
ﬂh?talm ol Achilles, 34 247, 271,
P;'u-a.u-. Uncle of Jason;
brother of Neleas, 130 ; deurps
tho throne of Hson, 230-133,

238-239 _
Pe'r-oM,. A monntain in
aly, piled wpon Cssa by
tlie plunts to reach Olympus,
12; 334
Pit-o-Fox-¥e'sus; The peninsuls
south of Groecs, 34, 143
Pr'Lors. Son of Tantalus ; gave
his name to the Peloponnesus,

143 father of Copreus, 135

significance, 153 _
Pe-xa'ves. Housahold gods wos-
in Rome with the

-1
Lares, 174, 175 ; Zncea smaves
the. 334
Pe-selo-pe. 1. Wile of Ulysses,
11}31 ui suitors o, }Gg‘IE-pG j
L} cADCcH, 350, -
nymph, the mmgnr of Pan, =63
Pe-ne'vs. 1. River god; father
ol Dlﬂuu: changes Daphne
into a-laurel, 50, 2. Name ol a
tiver in Greste, €0
Peu-THE-S1-LE A j]uuu ol Ama-
zons; slain during Trojan

Wat, 203

Pex'rieus. King of Thebes:
refuses to recefve Bacchus, an
ia slain, 156, 1 gm

Prr-1-FIE'TES. ol Valcan,
125 ; encounterod and shan by
Thesens, 219

Pen-sevi 0-58. Same ag Prosor-
pins, goddsss of wegeiation,
158, 161, 167 ;

Pexsvs. Son of Jupiter and
Danae; slays Meduss, 200-217 §
significances, 554, 355, 355, 359

Prr'a-sus, Nams ‘lij_u 1o
winged cap worn by Mercury,

113

PrE-a'cr-ans.  Poople who dwelt
in Scherin, angd sont Ulysscs
bome, 517 ; significance, o

Prz'ora.  Daughter of Minos;®
wite af Thessus, 2387 afguifi-

cance, 355 _
189
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Pua's-ron. Som of Apolle and
Clymene ; drives the sun car,
and is nhm

6468 ; signifi-
cance 1, v 359
I’antwl'ish ucl!'htm;
mulmmmdu 68 ; Apollo's
by, 3t

l?lu-u mu"u h-mu I
w

hmlu ‘hﬂd

tar | mdnmtmn:ﬂu

35 43

Prl-iw'wor, Huosband of Baocis
:hl.ngedtninmmh.:g,
Pum-oc-ra'res. Friend of 0-

I-, nmmhllﬂm. 206,

lﬂI?ﬂ-l. Daughter of Io-
baten; wile of B.-.Ilu-nphnu,
2371 “'5.1

Puin'svs. 1. Ri to Persema
wuﬁnﬂmm’m* ars. a3, ';‘_1;5

king of Thrace: anpo

hrﬂul{urpiu 219
PruLso's-tionN. One of the rivers
of Hades ; a river of fire, 138,
140, 313

Pro'nos. One of the sttendants
of Mars, of war, 116

Puo'cis, vidgce in Greses,
bounded by Dorls Locris, and
the Guif ufy Corint

h:
Pra'sn. One of the ‘??h.n!du
G:mﬁ; eame ay Diaca, p3-81,

Puc'sus, Name given to A ‘
gvd ol the sun and of itine,
44, 50, r? 74, 76, 383 ; signifi-

£ance, 34

Paa-wici-a. Province in Asia
Minor, named after Phienix,
a2, Mgm!ﬂm. 149

Picx‘wix. Brother of Euaropa,

who gave his name to Pheni.

cin, 31, 32
bl gy
Vephele : o8 on
am to Cgl:m. i JE: 233§
ﬂlm 33
Brmi'ta, Pelem l:m; of, ay
Pr-en'ss, Fountain pear Cmth
whers Py drinks, 258
Prasroa
132
390

I.Ilhrnun’ﬂhj. l

P:-l:tnt'n-u:. l{uq of the L;g‘

3237, H
Pu'la-a‘:‘u Seven uh’nm--
n ;o
I.::lph into wtars, ?‘ﬁ
Prv'ro. Same ms
Orcus, Aldoneus, &z, 136146 ;

ed by, ar: pun-

izhed IE;. 228 significance,
361, 366

Puy'rus. Sonod and Ceres,

Sama
K.ln;g“rmr ﬂ.-!nb:rl?n-

Po-Lr'rms, Last of Prinm's sam
slain at his foet by Pyrchus,

333
PoL'Lux, aod
Leda: huthuntd:g:ﬂmm.

and Clytemnestra, 237, 234,
Pocv e !

ﬁ !adtBﬂlmuwtmﬂtnﬂtm

servant, 2 F

PoL-v-Dec'res.

phm* senids Perseus In qn-ut

of Medusa, 210, 216

Povr-v-po* tuiln.

murdered in Thrace :

discoversd Hpeas, 33
PoL.y-mym’; mb-I. Mose g M

#ﬂ dl:sghht of ]u;dhr and

Por- v-m::u.

of CEdipns,
%0 ; slain Ehndu. a8,
buried 154
Puur FHE Giant
Neptune, 130 ; mynu th.
jﬂl-sln ﬁ
Fo :?'I':’l wa. Daughterol Priam
= o ]
affianced wile ﬁhﬂ-ﬂlﬂh W3
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Po-uo'sa.. Godiles ol the or-
chards ;

wife of Vertnmnns,
=08,

Pw’mfpﬂm fiven o the

m-rhmﬁnt:nnud._é{-l

Po-sEt'npoN. Same &8 ne;
of thn sea and ui horse

Po'thos. Gﬂd of the amitiss of
Jove: ome of the numeroes
attendanty of Veous, 83

Pri‘ax. Same as Podarces, 128 ;

Hing of T - Paris
le hy,.m:; J‘Izlum'l wits
uucd by, 285 ; ector, san of,

:ﬂs 2o ; llilmtur'l death seen
by, 2023 ETEU s 2050
yana, dm:glﬁ{u’

of, 293;
denth of, 3171
PuE-A'PUS. ’& the shade;

pursues the n:fm.ph Lots, 263,

Peo'cem.. Wile of Cephalus;
iladn by hi unerring Javelin,
€3, 51 ; ll;niﬁﬂm.ési Iél

Pgo—::us'ﬂu
Encountered nnd ilain by Tho-

SGUs, 330 A
Prervs.  Husband of Antsia,
of Bellerophon,
256, 2%

Pl.l:b!l.l. :ual:rn {Forethought). Son
llrpntm.14~t;. man mtnl

ympus visited
Li‘an'lm taken to, 1

uh.ulmr! to. Caucasian ‘.Ilwn
talns, 163 Hercules delivers,
16, :z;r.Du m.mnlu.

Ptu-ﬂt PINA. J%um as Proser-
pine and Persephone ;- godides
ol wvegotation, tog, lsB- 70 ;

heus visits, Adonls
wiloomed by, 87: ‘I"‘Iutu ab-
dur,u, 136, tip: emblem of
desth, 182! mdmmm:d by
Jupiter, tﬁl; ificance, 3061

PRo-TRS-1-LA um A Greek who

landed on Trojan coast, 281,

282

Pro‘reus, Inferior sen divinlty ;
kheplierd ol the deep, 133, 13; :
Mepeluns consults, 200 ; sipnifi-
cance; 344

Psvy'omn, Flh‘ lowel
Cupid ; thr m.l'-lm of the s
OG- cance, 344

FIY-CHD-I' rrs,  Name
to Mergury a8 leader of to
Hiaden, 1o, 114

Pya-sa'Ly-om. 1:. &hh—;“:.
sthp’li:t oves o sla
08, op. 2 Brother ol Dido;
mar? m Sychams, Dido's
Bushend, 130

Pya'aies, Raco ol zmall
iu-A.h";:;: defendod by Antaus,
197, ¢

Pyvia-nes, Son o 5 s 5
mtimate fnend of Oreates, 200,
300

Pﬁ‘n-m. Faithifal lover of
Thisbe : commits suicide. o4,

P'?:‘*lna_. ﬂ’l:[hEui Dweucalion ::ﬂ
ter O pimithens
mﬂ § Hm un}y worman
wha lnnri Flood, 24-26

Serpent boro
Apollo,
45»*9 mﬁmggn.ﬁ

Q

Quezt: oF HeEaves, NWame given
te Juno, 18, 118, 134

Quin-gua’raisa, - Festivals: in
honour of the geddess Minerva,

Q'I.niunlu. Onn of thoe seven
hills on which Rome s baoilt,

150

CHrrR-1=-5A LA Feativals In
Roeme in honour of Qu!rinn
120

Qur-sa’svs. | Name to Ro-
malns when d , 130

391
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13

Re-cn'tis,  Lake in Italy whem
oocnrred the batfle in which the
Dijoscuri were puppossd 1o
assist, 245

Re'mus. Son &f Mars and Ila;
twin brother of Romulus, 119,
120, 330

Ruas-a-Man‘mHUs. Son of Jupi-
ter and Euoropa; judge in

orep S
Enr's. Female Titan @ daughter
ggrmnllnjd Gma, 6 :i b;f
ne, & ter sav Y
i c.u-rhnm;?l ;
ﬂ:l-ﬂl;: ol, ;2"
Ll H
1:lr)yﬁ; Cores, dan
esta, daughter
cance, 351 ;
Ruooes. Island in the Mediter-
ransan, where the Colossus
atood, 73
Ramcvs. Lover of the Hama-
dryad, 264, 265, 300

Rouar INVINITIES, 27, 176
Rous. City founded by Remu-

Jus ;. it compri soven  hills,
itg: mhf;":l Juno, 57:
worship of Mercury, 115 ; tample
to YVestn in, 171

Ros'v-Lus, Som of Mars and
llia; founder of Rome, rig,
Tao, 335-3;?

Bu'rtv-ims. Nation In [taly gov-

ermed by Turnus, 335, 337

Sa-ciTera'mi-us.  The conatella-
tion formed by Chirom;, the
Centaur who taoght Hercules,

watch the ahis i
Rome, 120 ol

SaL-mo'wmEun, King who wished
to emulata Jopiter, 144
H

! Sag-re'Dow. Som of Jupiter and
Europa, 3= sluin “duting the
Trojan war, 285
Sar'umw, of Ceonus, Son of Uras
?“'m i 7;‘;1:;‘1':; r
upiter, 9 ; Italy W 13,
#2; husband of Hhea 14;
tlay of, 178

woods, half man, hall goat, 263

Sce'an Gate, Gate which lsd
from Troy to the plain, 286

Scr'wow, Giant encountersd by
Thesewy on the Isthmus of
Corfrith, 10, 220

Scvi'ta. Sea nymph changed fo
monster by Eﬁt She lived
nnder rock of same name, 314,
31k, 327

Scy'zos. lsland in the Archipela-

comedes

, thoe home of L )
mhd by A:Itlﬂunnz Theseus,
B

Scytui-a.  Conntry north of the
Enxing Sea, 1685

Szanoxs. The four danghters of
Jupiter and Themis, 82

Sec'u-tar GaMes,  Gamies in
biononr of Phito svery handred
yeams, 137

SELENE. Name given to Diana
s moon goddess, 73-81 ; signifi-

tance, 343

SEME-LE. ter of Cadmus §
wile ‘of Jupiter; mothet of
Mﬁ Uk, 147-150 ; sigmificance,
61

Se-mi'ruvs.  Island whore Danae
and Porseus were cast ashore,
2o, 26

SEr‘vi-us Tur'it-vs. Sixth
of Homs : son of Vaolean

Lt
Ses'tus.  City opposits Abydus ;
the home of Hero, 89, g3
Suven Woxoers or Tue Wonnb,

a5, 72

SHEET-LICHTHIXG, Samn an Ar-
gea, 7 N

Sin've., {ess of Cume, who
led E::;T;P::r-n to the Infernal
Regions, 132, 333
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St ca’sir-a,  Land whore Anchines
died ; wisited twice by Eneaa,
ay. 331

Elg:-l.v Imdhmuaf?ulm‘hn-
mus ur;ml by Arion, 6
wisited Proserpinn, 1% :
ﬁgﬂl by Ulysses, j03 | visited

ens, 337, 333

Si-Le’sos. Tutor of Bacchus:
generally ropresented on En
ass, 151-153, 365

Sieva'Nes,  God of the woods |
one of the leser Roman diviel-
tics, 2638

Smver Ace, Soconid oge ol the
nunhmtg::;%:: e

BIL"VI-A. Hghter o tmlbnp
herd 3 her stag was wounded
by lulss, 3&4

S1'¢1s (The hender). Giant
snconntered snd slabs by The-
[ AT E -] ]

Si'won; slave, who ad-
wisedd thnTrﬂi-lﬂinﬂm

- wooden horse, 356
S’ veLus. Hmnhh - nlocd

tbutlmun.iﬂmh-'gn
SI'EENS. allizred
mariners: by their wondrous

songa. 313-313 0 significancs,

Elg'h'l'.l'&, Favourite dog of Crion ;
a constellation, 77, ro
Ss'v-ruus.  King condemned to
call n’rm:'l.‘ in Wgu ml the
ol & stesp e 144§
:?Igﬁﬁﬂﬂm. 353
Sor. Name frequently given to
.himlla as god of the sun, 44
Som'mus. God of sleep | tha child
;‘; Nox, I.mli th;l: brother of
179-183,1
Eu:n' ¢ til.nrl.mzdmmnu-
lavourite ity ol Junbd, 37
hinme of Menelnos, 275257
‘Sramx. Rl mcniter
llléll h?m .49.-:5:,
358 8 eance,
Sﬂ{ualtuﬂmhm 'Eun to
lizard by Ceres whm 8
Srewoies [Lightaing). One of
i &
the E-yr.lupu w:sul Uranua
and Gma, 7

Srox'so. One of the thres Gor-
kon sisters, Emmortal like Eur-
yale, 210

Srlﬂﬂl'i-m Islands where the

refuge when
driven tﬂn Thrace, 2353
Eneas visita the, 337

Stro'put-vs. Father of Pylades;

sholters Orestes, 209

SryM-pua‘ius, Lake
hanks Hercules mm
clewed birds, 108

Styx. Hsmtn Hades, by whose
waters the gods swore  their
most sacred caths, 36, 60, ﬁiﬁ
138, 148 Achilles bathed
the, 278 s

S0-A-DE'LA;  Dne of Venuis' train
of atizndants ; god ol the soft

spoech of Tove, 34
i s e S
5%:;:. Nymph' :um Pﬁ'ﬁ_

T

TaEn'a-num, or TEn A-mus. The
Groek entrance to Hades an
Cimmerian coast, 137, $00

Ta-ta'mr-a. Moooncy's winged
sanculs, given by the gods, 111

TA'LUS. raten giant ; son of
Vuolcan: the watchman: of
Minos, 223, 225

Taw'ta-zvi.  Father of Polop
condemned to hunger lm.f
:h!ﬂfﬁ. in Hades, g0, 73, 1433

cance, 353 334

Tan‘Ta-gus, under the
earth, where Titans, &c.,
wore confined, 6. 7. .8, 11, 14:
Crphens’ music i, 50
mlmdnt;. T37=1407; .
canee. 3sg ]

Tay mis. Em{ry to which Diasa
brought Iphigenin, 281 © visited
by Orestes, 300

393
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Ttt..‘g-nm;h tﬂ‘“b.l:d ol Hevione,
the dau ol Laotnadon, 128
Ta-ten'a-cuus. Son of Ul
and ViEn-
tures of, 318-320
TeL-E-ruas'ss.” Wik of Agenor ;
mother of Evropi, 33 ; signifi.

cance,

TEL L, me a8 Gl :  pame
Eiven to Rhea, ‘,}

Tey'E-pos. Ishind off the coast ol

oy, 397, 208

TngIc?%-_nz. Muss of dancing :
daughter of Jopiter and Mne-
haale

o,
Tex'ra. Same as Grn, goddess
of ‘the earth, L
Teu'ckn. Aucient king of the
Trojars, 3
Tra-ne'a :lu Une of :tui thres
Graces | aghter of Jupiter
and e 83 2 One
of the nime Muses; Muso of
i
'!‘nu‘x-;m. Samo a8 Mors, godd
of death; 1
Tuxags, pital of Baeotia @
founded by Cadmus, 33, 34:
Amphion, * kin L . 153

Tjt:.lt;_ 6, :
Jmtice, 30, 83, B4, 4
TiiE-0D0 sIUs w-:mlﬁ; of Veits

abolislied by, 1
IH‘I--DPH'I-HI’: Eldm changsd
by Nepione lnts nsheen, t30
Tus'ssvs. San of Egeun  wend

Ethma; hero of Athens, 153,
218239, 334, 241 ; sipnificance,
355-357 :
THiE=¥0-FH0'N-A,  Fesiivils in
in bemour of Cares, 108
Tues'saiy. A ovinee ol
Greoce, 236 : fght of ihe s
in, 11 :Hm:mnfu. :in: of. 47 |
¥ ng of, 181 JMam,
king of, 230, 239; Protesilaun,
king of, 231
Tus'rie. v, Mother of Achilles,
378 uses symph, 8. 2 Ope
)

dﬂm'ﬂimhin.'&.ﬁ:
feast of, o6y, 2687
forted by, 200 " armour
¢ l:’ll;'l;agn Achilles

T u:':nun. Same an Jove, &e..
44

Tevw'sen. The vine-smcirelod
wand baroe by the followers of
Bacclen, 157

Ti'uew. Riverin Inaly, 173, 173,
176 JEneas sails up the, yas,

'l'tft."l'.lr Jﬁmﬂ an Cronus, Saturn,

e, r
Ti-me'st-as. The blind seer vizitod
by U on tha Cimmerian
sgm. [T &
Tisirn‘o-xn. One of the thires
Faries, or Enmnnides, 11p, 140,

150

Tr-TAN'1-DES. The six daughters
ol Uranus nnd Gee, &

Tr'raxs. Name given to the six
sans of Uranes and Goa, 4, y ¢
revoltol 7, 8, 10-12 : ma
af, 14; EAncy, 363

| Te-mio'sus. Trojan prines who

vislted Aurora. ro

Tirv-us, Giant in  Tartarus
whese prestrain bady coversd
ftine aeres, 145 I

Tracnie’t-a. Land whire Het-
culem dledd, 124

Tat-wa'crr-x,  Land visited by
Ulysses. wheme men slay the
eattlyof thesun, 315

Twir-rot's-svs, N nad
protégh of Ceres, 163, 169

Tar'ron, mricd
Amphitrite ; father of the
Tritonw, 82, 131, 26g; wignifi-

- cance, 362 g 4
RO-LE'NE.  Anciont ci Argo-
lis, 128 ; birthplace 311:“
F i 355
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Tuo'yaxs. Inhabitants of Tray,
137, 2B1=-297, y¥2—
y Tiled

Trov. City ol Asia
i‘:gr Laomedon and anu 0,
784 walls bullt by Neptune,
a8, 137 ; warof, 373-300, 33—
118 ; siego of, significance,

359
Tuc'cl-a. Vestal wirgin who
stood the'test of ilu.'rir,y. 172
Tow'sus, Chied of tho Hutoles |
Wirs Anean, 333-335
Tux ‘cans. People ol Tascania in
jF ed by Evander ;

T:m :u ll-l’."l J&E: J&t her ol
Helen ; binde her :Ill-";ﬂl.’l by

odth, zrf
Ty-rum'us. Same as Typhom ;
monster unt to dethrone ]np:

ter, 13,1
Tz, C "
orned I:ﬁ;ll'tjr wmﬁ

B 1]

U-pys'sss. Same a8 Crlysseus
here of !:hl.-. D:Ir:u.-y . ul’
Ithaca, 185, 377, 278, a7

?95 : adventures 3{):-

» significance, 330, 33
u- u. Nr-A.  Muse of Mhmgmy

daughter of Jupiter und Moe.
TROR YT,

A~ m [ eaven). Husband ol
Gaa, created by her, 3, 6, 7:
significance,

v

Ve'wus: Same as Dione, Aphro
dite, Cytherea, pgodiless ol
beaunty, loved by
Marm, 118 ; dqrd 128 Hip-
pomenes aided by, 243 Juno
and Minerva dispute with, 273-
::'4 Farls advised by, 275,

Paris saved by, 38§5:
son of, 322, 324, 120

332, 335, 338 ; significance, 352,

\Flll.-l'llﬂ!'ll!!-. God ol the or-
: loved by Pomona,

258,

VEs'TA. Same as Hestia,
af fire and of the family .
g, 171-174; birth of, 10,
significance,

VEs-Ta'L1-A, . Festivals in honour
of Vesta, held in Rome, 173

Vestars. Virging dodicated to
the serviee of Vestn, 108, 172~
174. 339

“u’:l:-m"?;il-n‘ Sl.mu as Nice, god-
dess al vietory, 2

Vou'sciaxs, T:ib: inl who
join the Rotules against

14, 335

h?[.'cur. Same as anhum
god of the forge, 133-135;
#om of Juno, 37; upﬂmr'thntf
cla . ?ﬂi 'Jmul. wilu ‘o,
B4, B phetes,  son of,
ﬂyns H W made by, 291,
3 canoe,

VUL-CA-NA'LEA. ) cole-
brated in honour of Valcan, 1ag

Z
Zmpi'v-res, God of the south
wind: son ol Eolus amd

.'Lumn._ 8. 184;: Hyacinthia
slain by, 45 Venus conducted
by, 8a; chie saved by, 100;
1053 envel Are.
thusa blown away by,
Flora, wife of, 268
Zv'res.  Son ol Boress and Ori-
thyia @ took p:.rt in Argonau tio
npu.'u drove away

Harpies, t Sﬁ

Zz'tuvs. Twin brother of Am-
phlon: son of Jupiter and
An 63, 63

Zevs, v as Juplter, g, m.
{athor of the gods, 39
cance, 341, 347, 348, 153, 360

ifis ;












BB, 140 W. BELNL




	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007
	00000008
	00000009
	00000010
	00000011
	00000012
	00000013
	00000014
	00000015
	00000016
	00000017
	00000018
	00000019
	00000020
	00000021
	00000022
	00000023
	00000024
	00000025
	00000026
	00000027
	00000028
	00000029
	00000030
	00000031
	00000032
	00000033
	00000034
	00000035
	00000036
	00000037
	00000038
	00000039
	00000040
	00000041
	00000042
	00000043
	00000044
	00000045
	00000046
	00000047
	00000048
	00000049
	00000050
	00000051
	00000052
	00000053
	00000054
	00000055
	00000056
	00000057
	00000058
	00000059
	00000060
	00000061
	00000062
	00000063
	00000064
	00000065
	00000066
	00000067
	00000068
	00000069
	00000070
	00000071
	00000072
	00000073
	00000074
	00000075
	00000076
	00000077
	00000078
	00000079
	00000080
	00000081
	00000082
	00000083
	00000084
	00000085
	00000086
	00000087
	00000088
	00000089
	00000090
	00000091
	00000092
	00000093
	00000094
	00000095
	00000096
	00000097
	00000098
	00000099
	00000100
	00000101
	00000102
	00000103
	00000104
	00000105
	00000106
	00000107
	00000108
	00000109
	00000110
	00000111
	00000112
	00000113
	00000114
	00000115
	00000116
	00000117
	00000118
	00000119
	00000120
	00000121
	00000122
	00000123
	00000124
	00000125
	00000126
	00000127
	00000128
	00000129
	00000130
	00000131
	00000132
	00000133
	00000134
	00000135
	00000136
	00000137
	00000138
	00000139
	00000140
	00000141
	00000142
	00000143
	00000144
	00000145
	00000146
	00000147
	00000148
	00000149
	00000150
	00000151
	00000152
	00000153
	00000154
	00000155
	00000156
	00000157
	00000158
	00000159
	00000160
	00000161
	00000162
	00000163
	00000164
	00000165
	00000166
	00000167
	00000168
	00000169
	00000170
	00000171
	00000172
	00000173
	00000174
	00000175
	00000176
	00000177
	00000178
	00000179
	00000180
	00000181
	00000182
	00000183
	00000184
	00000185
	00000186
	00000187
	00000188
	00000189
	00000190
	00000191
	00000192
	00000193
	00000194
	00000195
	00000196
	00000197
	00000198
	00000199
	00000200
	00000201
	00000202
	00000203
	00000204
	00000205
	00000206
	00000207
	00000208
	00000209
	00000210
	00000211
	00000212
	00000213
	00000214
	00000215
	00000216
	00000217
	00000218
	00000219
	00000220
	00000221
	00000222
	00000223
	00000224
	00000225
	00000226
	00000227
	00000228
	00000229
	00000230
	00000231
	00000232
	00000233
	00000234
	00000235
	00000236
	00000237
	00000238
	00000239
	00000240
	00000241
	00000242
	00000243
	00000244
	00000245
	00000246
	00000247
	00000248
	00000249
	00000250
	00000251
	00000252
	00000253
	00000254
	00000255
	00000256
	00000257
	00000258
	00000259
	00000260
	00000261
	00000262
	00000263
	00000264
	00000265
	00000266
	00000267
	00000268
	00000269
	00000270
	00000271
	00000272
	00000273
	00000274
	00000275
	00000276
	00000277
	00000278
	00000279
	00000280
	00000281
	00000282
	00000283
	00000284
	00000285
	00000286
	00000287
	00000288
	00000289
	00000290
	00000291
	00000292
	00000293
	00000294
	00000295
	00000296
	00000297
	00000298
	00000299
	00000300
	00000301
	00000302
	00000303
	00000304
	00000305
	00000306
	00000307
	00000308
	00000309
	00000310
	00000311
	00000312
	00000313
	00000314
	00000315
	00000316
	00000317
	00000318
	00000319
	00000320
	00000321
	00000322
	00000323
	00000324
	00000325
	00000326
	00000327
	00000328
	00000329
	00000330
	00000331
	00000332
	00000333
	00000334
	00000335
	00000336
	00000337
	00000338
	00000339
	00000340
	00000341
	00000342
	00000343
	00000344
	00000345
	00000346
	00000347
	00000348
	00000349
	00000350
	00000351
	00000352
	00000353
	00000354
	00000355
	00000356
	00000357
	00000358
	00000359
	00000360
	00000361
	00000362
	00000363
	00000364
	00000365
	00000366
	00000367
	00000368
	00000369
	00000370
	00000371
	00000372
	00000373
	00000374
	00000375
	00000376
	00000377
	00000378
	00000379
	00000380
	00000381
	00000382
	00000383
	00000384
	00000385
	00000386
	00000387
	00000388
	00000389
	00000390
	00000391
	00000392
	00000393
	00000394
	00000395
	00000396
	00000397
	00000398
	00000399
	00000400
	00000401
	00000402
	00000403
	00000404
	00000405
	00000406
	00000407
	00000408
	00000409
	00000410
	00000411
	00000412
	00000413
	00000414
	00000415
	00000416
	00000417
	00000418
	00000419
	00000420
	00000421
	00000422
	00000423
	00000424
	00000425
	00000426
	00000427
	00000428
	00000429
	00000430
	00000431
	00000432
	00000433
	00000434
	00000435
	00000436
	00000437
	00000438
	00000439
	00000440
	00000441
	00000442
	00000443
	00000444
	00000445
	00000446
	00000447
	00000448
	00000449
	00000450
	00000451
	00000452
	00000453
	00000454
	00000455
	00000456
	00000457
	00000458
	00000459
	00000460
	00000461
	00000462
	00000463
	00000464
	00000465
	00000466
	00000467
	00000468
	00000469
	00000470
	00000471
	00000472
	00000473
	00000474
	00000475
	00000476
	00000477
	00000478
	00000479
	00000480
	00000481
	00000482
	00000483
	00000484
	00000485
	00000486
	00000487
	00000488
	00000489
	00000490
	00000491
	00000492
	00000493
	00000494
	00000495
	00000496
	00000497
	00000498
	00000499
	00000500
	00000501
	00000502
	00000503
	00000504
	00000505
	00000506
	00000507
	00000508
	00000509
	00000510
	00000511
	00000512
	00000513
	00000514
	00000515
	00000516
	00000517
	00000518
	00000519
	00000520
	00000521
	00000522
	00000523
	00000524
	00000525
	00000526
	00000527
	00000528
	00000529
	00000530
	00000531
	00000532
	00000533

