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TO
Mzs. MILNER.
Dear Mapawn,

In availing mysclf of your permission
to dedicate to you the following “Sketches
of India,” T need scarcely say how highly I
appreciate the kindness of that permission ;
or how deeply T am gratified, by the favour-
able opinion which you have manifested
of my work, by giving to the substance
of the following pages insertion in “The
Englishwoman's Magazine” It is im-
possible not to feel the value of approbation
when it proceeds from such a quarter.

I am, madam,
With every feeling of respect and esteem,
Your obedient servant,
HENRY MOSES






PREFACE.

Tae following * Sketches of India,” were originally
introduced to the noties of thie public Ghrough the
mediom of *“The Englishwoman's Magazine.” They
are now published in a separate form, in consnquence
of the solicitation of fricods, to whose judgment
wirped though it may be by Feelings of personal
regard, 1 eanmot but dofor,

It may Le proper to observe, ns affording some
guaranted for the correciness of these sketches of the
stusons, scenery, and society of meﬂy, that they
have been mpllnﬂfﬂhﬂplm notes, made during =
sajourn iu that isfand. 1 have myself seemall that T
liave here attemptod o describe; and, with an
eapecial view to-the benofit of those youthial readers
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o whom® nuthentic accounts of fircign lunds are,
gmorally peedliarly attractive, 1 have endeavoursd
while treating of * the olime of the Enst,™ to lead
their minde to {he coptemplation of Him, whose
gooduess and greatness are reflocted in the graco and
'Euntr, willt which, in thiat fair clime, oxternal nature
14 50 profusely adorned.

The maral and religious condition of Tudia, mngf,
of course, constitute a topic too important to be
omitted, oven in the slightest or most desultary
aceount of that country. India is now ripe for the
sicklo ; but, alae! the mighty linrvest of iguorange

nﬂwmiﬁbhm

Imﬂlﬂdﬂ,mwmm,thhflhthm@t
to have lingered too Jong npon * the Yoyage an
to have dwelt with noedies minutensss on mn-th-'fs
which have often been describied by travellors Lonnd
for the East; my spology must be, that ﬁlﬂng been
wysell deeply im;u-mﬂ gﬂm aver-changing scenes
which thnumn,&umgn'&mmﬁﬂﬂ
to presentefo the 0]Jriurmnt;,m I have Loen
suxions 0 commmnicate some idea of these sotnes o
tny. readers, and more especially to fhe yaunger por-
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RECOLLECTIONS OF INDIA.

CHATTER I,

& shadow uf l.-n- hia own

When, for a ::r, drop of m-:

He ainka into thy depiln -H:h tmbhling gront

Wilkuul » grave, unlineliel, aneofined, and eokoows,”
Bvnax,

Irirodisctlon  Glanes sl Pagin Ssapo, Provrilssia pelagios, Thalr food
and habite,  Halhuris Phymils.  Cyoostus Yoliiane Mtﬂhh
the English sosst.  Vaaz fslds af Ses-wenl. A man overboard,  Mas-
recar al Numeel.  Eesrch after lhe dost boy. Earrow of thi wrew,
Marw thorstearka ssten fim ¥ Sunday on the oo, Our s service.
Tl Swumirln slmam- Frigate, Her disk pussragers.  Bambay hartoan
Lanid Sharks and servants.  Find luprssims of [ls. Vs dsl
Guma.  Maguis rm-ﬂmnhmlm Fliislom wf
Hombay,  Strangs people.  Gus.  What have we dows for Indis?

Tesections, &, As., b,
A vovice to Indin has often been described ; and
thors is, o trugh, littls variety in the wvery-tay scenes
on_board L large vessel. The passengers you mect



20 HEMOLLECTIONS OF 1NDIA

with am pretty muoch of the smme stamp, and have
ben depicted, times out of namber, by the thousand
“and ane ¥ to the East, whe have given us
amusing portraits of the old officor retuming to join
his rpegiment after o leave of absence; and of the
young eadet, feesh from the military college of Addis-
combe, with lis bead full of the Wellington despatches,
and of Bengal tigers, According to the good old
custom, I kopt an accurate diury, and wis as punctusl
in noting down every Tittle oveal, as our first mate
was in rocording in his log-book the progress of the
ship, or the state of the woather every twenty-four
houes.  In turning over the leaves of this dinry, 1
find bmt Little worth extracting. It is but a record of
sunshine and storms, and of many sad reflections npon
taking leave of all that was near or dear to o on
el R o ok on Leard ship

prescuts & atalogue of tronbles, scewsioned

the loss of masts and sils in » gule of wind coming
down ehannel—by the son pouring in throngh the
soams of the deck, and deluging my bed and cabin—
and by other discomforts poculiar to new ships that
have Teen fitled ont inoa hurry, and with bug ligile
regant to the comfors or eotvenionoo ol those destingd
to live so many months on board of then.  Bul theso
treats were of short durition; awd s fow fine days st
us all to rights again. The carponter, 2 Elover and
active man, waa not long in completing the naw spars
to supply the plice of those darried away, and cur
cabins woere efféctoally scoured ageinst any farther




lg-j.hu mrmlt:'ﬁ'ﬂ l}nirﬂuhmnﬂn.lg‘_ L
caly in their waloh s that e was quite nt-lihﬂ#ri}; ¥
cﬂmﬁnﬂwﬂﬂﬂhmtm

~work . ab any other time they ﬂiﬁ#ﬂi
el b i o i

PR ey gy i f !Im
Mwumhgmhhmm_umm
ball threo pistols—and to oo that cutlasses wer
pliveed - conveniimtly in evory state-room in caso they
sbould e wanted in-a barey.  Having finished. these
warlike prepamtions, we waited the jesue of the aficr-

noan's watch, to sce if the erew would tum out as
o oll T .:“|m

; t overy | appeared on

al waw that they had & deter-
-.@Muﬁq%ﬁﬂﬂmﬂﬁﬂ“
W., aad had thought it better to atlend to his orders.

abunce,  Asa puns _hp"rlﬂlnnlﬂlllllln
hour's work; and the two ringleaders i
holy-stono the decks until they begged his

One_ gondcaconded to do this the fuﬁmw
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hat the other rebel Iabonred ot this hand and dis-
tastoful work for cight days, before bis spieit was
wuflicienily broken to induen him to ask forgiveness
for past offences,  Thus waa harmony and guod
ordier onee more ristored on board our vessel, and
T am hmppy to say it was not interropted again
during the voyage. A# we had a good libmry on
board my time was profitably passed in reading and
in moting down evary cvent dhat had the slightest
nivalty to recommend it to motice ; for the soa has a
thousand ‘charme to those who travel for instraetion,
or with s landable desire to incrosse thir sequaint-
anee with the world which they inhabit; and though
aJong vaysge may oventually tite the most saoguice
~ inguirer in the pmmi of knowledge, yet a large and
! w i to himn wi-mhn-

truly b Mﬁuﬁ
Lord.”  The change of Wﬂﬁ‘hqln"ﬁ
hwpmp&luumduwwhlwdrm
of the Madeiras when you first pot on the eool white
dress and enjoy your walk upon the ligh poop, is a
pleasing relief after the fogs, raine, and clilly nights,
which have depressed your spivits, and made you
dissatisfied with everyihing. Tho young voyager ia
nnwdﬁmﬁhﬂmﬁﬁudﬁﬂﬂnﬂtﬂﬂﬁﬁ
When: viewsd in hazy weather, a yollow tinge T
spread aver it ; baky as he entors the torrid one, o dark
brown is the provailing colonr. Bat these hues are
continually changing, for the bottom of the ocosn has
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a wonderful influence over them ; and the reflection
of the sun, when the sky is clear and serene, decks
the mighty expanse in the most refteshing green.
When he reflects that this immense body of water
which surrounds him oceupiés a space on the surface
of our globe greater than that which is called dry
land, and covers an extent of 148,000,000 of square
miles, he is lost in the contemplation of 50 sublime a
work, Again, there is his old welcome friend, the
calm, pale moon—which always appears to the Eng-
lish eye unusually large when viewed through the
clear tropical atmosphere — looking so bright and
thing, in fact, that you see, as the ship steals through
the waste of waters towards its destination, has a
fresliness and novelty about it which delights and
enchants those who are interested in the wonderful
Wworks of God. To quote the words of the illustrious
Humboldt, “one experiences an indescribable sensation
when, as we approach the equator, and especially in
passing from one bemisphere to the other, we see the
dars, with which we have been familiar from infancy,
gradually approach the borizon, and finally disappear.
Nothing impresses more vividly on the mind of the
¥aveller, the vast distance which separates him from
N8 native country than the sight of a new firmament.
The grouping of the large stars, the scattered nebule
tvalling in lustre the milky-way, together with some
faces remarkable for their extreme darkness, give the
vuthern heayens a peculiar aspect.  The sight even
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strikes the fmagination of thoess wh, although igmo-
rant of astronomy, find pleasare in contemplating the
colestial voulty as one admires a fine landseapo or a
majostic site.  Withont being a botanist, the {raveller
knows the torrid zone by the mere sight of its voge-
tation ; and, withont the possession of astronomical
knowledge, perevivos that be is not in Earape, whin
he sees rising in the horizon the great constollition
of tha Ship, er the phosphorescent clonds of Magellan.
In the equinoctial regions, the earthythe sky, and all
their garniture, nenmme an exatio charaelor.,™ =

It was n lovely morning that rovealod to me the
beantics of Porto Santo, the firet land which we had
scon since bidding adien to dear happy old Englantd.
The pangs ol scparation bad in o great messure
passed away, mlimhpnhhﬂ: miore, soberly

mud.whubnﬂ chugpdﬁnnhhﬁdnm
only eight miles from the shore. 1 cannot coneeive o

more lovely pictarn than this dnguhr island ]'lmlmhll
as the rising sun illumined the peaks of its lofty moun-
tains, and dispeliod the mists that still foated in fpcey
clouds over its tranquil vallies. Thero am soveral
small ixlands ecatiered abont Porto Samtn, and they
ull appear to be ihm:rkurmrdm _ermphion.
Porto Banto is, T believe, the smallest inkabitod island
of the Madeira group, 1t priduoes lillle com; bak it
vallies feed numbors of oxen, amd wild Tings sre found
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on ite hille. Ity expoets ara few, and chiefly consist
of wax, honey, and deagons’ blood ; while n small
grape supplics n poor thin wine to its Poringuese
collivators.  We saw Madeirs, that grave of Eng-
Inmd’s consumplive childeon, in the distance, but could
fiorm no iden of its cxtént or elevation. As the wind
had disd away, we were Lecalmed many hours under
the lea of thisdénd. The sky was clondless, and the
gen 50 clear and transparenty that the eye could pone-
trale many (athoms juto the depths below. About
8 e ou. the thermometer foll eapidly, and all hands
were ordered on deck, to propare for a coming squall.
m&mtmmnﬂmm
‘WIMWI-
_ thﬂnn[m'r-ﬂ.mﬁmadthc
uﬁllihhhmbeﬁnflhuthnﬂnnmnnﬁngm
only i fary one, and we might still expeet a eonti-
nunnce of boistercuns weather, A fow words about
the stormy petrol of these seas may prove accoptable
to some of my younger readers. The procellaris
hguhlpﬂtyﬁﬂhﬂﬂ,lhﬂlhhnhuin
length ; with head, back, and tail, of & eoal black
tint, and with o broad tmasverss bar of white on the
rump. The scapulars and secondary quills are tigped
with white. It delights to skim the waves of the
boandless Atlantic, and flies so near the surface as to
appear 88 if running upon the water, These birda
food prineipally wpon the small marine molusca, &c.,
that are cast wpon thie smrface, T have obsoresd
thers in the most awinl storma, when it was searvely
o
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possible for a man to stand upon deck from the fury
of the gale.

* Up and down ! up and down !
From the base of the wave to the billow's crown,
And amidst the flashing and feathery foam,
nnsmywﬁm;hmn—

A home, if such a place may be

For her who lives on the wide, wide sea,

On !hemytw,ha*efmmnr,

And only seeketh her rocky lair

To warm hum{,mm&mbm
At once o'er Ihen\'-onthakumywmﬂ"-

The stormy petrels congregate under the sheltered
sides of vessels, where they are in a great measure
protected from the wind, and find Plenty of food
raised up by the action of the rudder, and upon the
refuse thrown overboard from the cook’s galley.—

caught with a pin or fly-hook, baited with a piece of
fat pork, trailed over the side or in the wake of the
ship, from a thin line. Sailors have a superstitious
veneration for these little wanderers of .the deep, as
they fancy their appearance prognosticates foul wea-
ther. But I have observed them on the finest days,
and even when we were becalmed upon the line,—
Omnithologists have deseribed four varieties, One,
the procellaria leechi, has & fine forked tail, and was
first discovered by Mr. Bullock in the Tsland of Saint
Kilda, whither many of the species resort in the
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breeding season. The nest of the procellaria pelagica
is placed among loose stones, where a single egg of
pure white is laid in the month of May. They have
been found in many parts of the islands north of
Scotland, and on the coast of the Isle of Man, but
quit these stations in October or November, for
warmer latitudes. Having passed the Deserters, an-
other picturesque group of islands connected with
Madeira, the next fresh object that engrossed my at-
tention was the holothuria physalis, or little men-of-war,
as they are commonly called by nautical people, from
their resemblance to a vessel under canvas. We must
have sailed through thousands of them in an hour.—
They all had their little sails expanded, and were
steering in the same direction as our ship. Their sail
is a thin, semi-transparent membrane, extending dia-
gonally from one side of the animal to the other.—
When examined in a tub of water, on deck, it ap-
peared to be almost white ; but in certain lights, and
in its native element, its edges are tinged by the most
brilliant blue and crimson reflections. From the body
are suspended numerous hair-like tentacula, or feelers,
that are constantly engaged in entangling the food
upon which the animal lives. When disturbed in the
water, the sail is rapidly folded up, and the little
man-of-war sinks out of sight. We caught many of
them in a bucket ; but I was charged not to handle
them incautiously, as they would sting me, or para-
lyse the arm for some hours after. I was surprised
to see these frail and delicate little creatures mounting
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securely over the lofty billows, though a brisk breeze
was carrying us along at the rate of seven or eight;
knots an hour. T must not  omit in my catalogne the
beautiful flying-fish (evocstus volitans ), so often de-
seribed by travellers.  Five days after our departure
from Porto Santo, we got into their track, and saw
shoals of them springing into the air, a height of ten
or twelve feet. - They would then flutter horizontally
some distanco, and then ‘drop heavily into the ocean.
The large pectoral fins act as wings to this animal ;
and asg the swimming or airbhdderinofmm_aldu
for so small a fish, their oxtrome buoyancy in the at-
mosphere is casily accounted for. The flying-fish has
many enemies. The dolphin, albacore, boneta, &c., are
waging incessant war with them in the sea; and no
sooner do they take to flight, than the prowling
among them, hﬂdﬂnﬁm—mmhmm
in their own native element, Some of our crew were
very anxions to attract a few on board of our vessel ;
and during the night one or two of them got into the
chains, and held a lantern out for that purpose; but
after an hour's patient watching, the plan was given
up; though said to be at times g very successful one.
The following niglit, three or four fish flew across the
ship, and three of them striking  the sails, foll dead
upon deck, and were served up the next morning for
breakfast, mmlpnhnhofmlboutminnhu
long, and though nicely dressed, had little flayour or
firmness to recommend it as an article of diet. We
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have a few instances on record of the ﬂying-ﬁgh'q
visiting our English seas. Pennant informs us that a
fish of this genus was caught in June, 1765, at a
small distanee below Caermarthen, in the river Towy ;
and Jenning states that a second specimen was taken
in July, 1823, in the Bristol Channel, ten miles from
Bridgewater. In August, 1825, many were seen off
Portland Island, by a vessel outward bound. The air
in the swimming-bladder of the flying-fish has been
supposed to be pure oxygen; but Baron Humboldt
found it to consist of ninety-four parts of azote, two
of carbonic acid, and only four of oxygen.
- The close and dawn of day within the tropics pre-
sent many magnificent sights to a spectator on ship-
The brilliant constellations visible in more
latitudes—the brief though fearful storm—
thosoul-dcpressing calms so often encountered on the
line, and the strange and sclitary birds that hover
around your course, hundred of miles from any known
land—all supply food to the imagination, and tend to
elevate the mind to thguGireat Author and Governor of
all things. It may be a little out of place Lere to
speak of what we saw on the return voynge; but I
cannot refrain from alluding to the vast fields of sea-
weed that for two. days so surrounded our vessel, as
almost to impede its progress through the water.—
This floating fucus is supposed to be detached by
storms from the sub-marine rocks on which it is said
to grow; but that which we fished up presented all
the appearance of belonging to a healthy growing
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plant; nor conld I detect any roots, &c., which might
haye induced nfe to suppose that it had been once at-
tached to the rocky bottom of the ocean. Qur captain
said it was carried by the great current out of the
Gulf of Mexico; but there is no foundation for this
supposition. Many of the sailors appeared to bo
quite familiar with its appearance, cat largo quantities
of it, and said it was the tropic grape that grew in
Neptune's vineyard, and cured all diseases. Two
great banks of this singular, stringy-looking weed are
said to occur in the Atlantic Ocean. Ono of them is
often met with to the west of the meridian of Fayal,
one of the Azores, but the site of the other has not
been correctly ascertained. Burnet tells us, that it
vegetates within forty degrees of latitude om each
side the equator, and that vessels homeward bound
from Monte Video or the Cape, always pass through
one field of it. It was known to the Pheenicians as
the Weedy Sea, and the Spaniards and Portuguese call
it Mar de Zaragossa. 1t is related of Columbus, that
the sailors who attended him g his first voyage of
discovery to America, on passing through these fields
of sea-weed, urged him to proceed no further on the
voyage, but fo return home again, as they supersti-
tiously believed that this hindrance was designed by
God to put a stop to his wild schemes. ;

It is astonishing what a trifle will create a bustle,
and afford fresh subjeet for conversation at sea, A
dead whale floating past, a ship in the distance, a
passing shower, or even a shooting-star—all come
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in for their share of discussion and debate; for

a ghip’s company, generally speaking, are garrulous,
and fond of making the most of everything that may
occur to break in upon the monotony of a long voy-
age. Calms are favourable seasons for conversation,
which ig often, as I have remarked; of a somewhat
melancholy and dispiriting character. Few persons
can form an idea of the dreadful gloom that is cast
over a ship’s crew when a death occurs on board ;
and more particularly so, when that death has been
accidental! I Lad once the misfortune to be a parti-

cipator in a scene of this sad description, and to be
aroused from my bed by the fearful announcement—
«A man overboard!” We were creeping quietly
along the enstérn coast of Madagnscar, and had been
amusing onrselves, the evening before, by viewing
from the poop that large and mountainous island,
through a powerful telescope. We had first sighted
it at moon, and the varied scenery was contimmally .
changing, as, with a light breeze, we stole onwards.
Not being very far from the const, we conld easily
descry, even with the naked eye, fires blazing upon
the shore, and cbjects moving around them. The
mate, who appeared to be gifted with a remarkably
long vision, and who saw through his glass things
which no one else could see, declared that a human
sacrifice was going forward at a particular spot
named, and it was amusing to watch the anxiety of
the apprentico boys to witness this extraordinary
scene, and to obtain permission to lock through the
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glass at the cannibals. 1 shall mever forget the
picturesque appearance of the mountains ; bathed as
their strange and ragged forms were in the rich hues
of sunsef. Some of these lofty hills tapered to a
point ; others -bore an odd resemblance to towers or
gigantic columns, As far as the eye could reach,
mountains overtopped mountains, till the summits
were undistinguishable in the purple haze of ap-
proaching night. I sat on the quarter-deck for some
hours, watching this moving panoramn; until at
length darkness pitilessly shut out the lovely prospect.
We had all been very merry that day, for we had
caught the trade wind again; and the captain had
welcomed the meeting with a bottle of noble chame<
paign at dinner. The crew had an extra allowance
of grog, and the boys had something very tempting
dmk,mdbyn.gratdﬁlofmﬁnghmdﬁoontha
poop, over my little cabin, I sprang out of bed, and
hastened on deck to inquire the cause ; fecling, to say
the truth, a little alarmed ; for Jjust about nightfally
there had passed us pretty close, a suspicions looking
crafi, which the captain took to be either a pirato or a
slaver from the African coast. She burnt for a fow
minutes a white light at her bow, but never, as is
customary with honest vessels, attempted to gpeak us.
The second mate, whom I found in the - greatest
distress, told me that an spprentice—the poor boy's
name was Morgan—had fallen overboard, from some
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part of the rigging near the cross-trees. Ie was seen
to strike the rail in his descent. A small step-ladder
was immediately thrown over to him, and the alarm
Ueing given, one of the boats was lowered dawn from
the davits, four or five of the crew jumped into it
“half naked, and pulled off in the direction in which it
was supposed the boy would be carried by the cur-
rent. The night was not very dark. Some bright
stars were visible ; yet there was a good deal of thick
haze floating over the sea. The ship of course was
put about; and but a few minutes had elapsed befora
every hand had turned out, and every eye was«
strained to catch a glimpse of the boat, which had
disappeared in the fog. It was an anxious moment
to all on board. No one spoke above a whisper. .
Oceasionally the splash of the cars was heard, and
the deep voice of the man who steered, calling * Mor-
gan ! Morgan!” reached the ear; but poor Morgan
was mever more to obey his summons; he had re-
ceived one from bigher authority ; the deep, deep sea;
had closed over his body ; and bis spirit had departed
to Him who gave it. Sorrow was depicted upon the
countenances of all, when the brave boatmen eamé on
Dboard without him, and after securing the boat, crept
off one by one in silence to their hammocks. They
had picked up the ladder, but mot: the boy. 1
returned to miy cabin, but not to sleep. My mind was
too full of the image of our departed shipmate. He,
an only child, was a poor sickly lad, and had been my
first patient on board, I thought of his poor mother,
E
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till the pictiare was too painful to be dwelt upon ; so
1 got up and returned to the deck, which I paced till
daybreak, feeling revived by the cool night wind, that
bad rather increased during the last few hours, As
the white spray dashed from the bows, I more than
once fancied T heard poor Morgan's voice, calling from
the angry waters below me. The old grey-headed
boatswain was huaddled up behind the large water-
cask, in a great-monkey jacket, for he had gone fast
asleep after the troubleand exertion of the search for
the lost boy. How easily, I thonght, do some men
take these awful warnings to be prepared for death}
The mate joined me on deck ; and we walked
there together conversing on the uncertainty of life,
till the shades of night were swept from off the
bosom of the. Tow w ocean,  The air was

in the wake of the vessel, and picked up the morsels
of bread which the black cook seemed to take plea=
sure in throwing to them. The heavy dews of the
Ppast eventfal night were sti]] dripping from_the sails
and ropes; the dogs erept out. from under the long
boat, and shook: their shaggy coats ; the sleepers were
awakened, and all was ones more bustle and activity.
Day had returned to the world, and man aceordingly
went forth torhis work and to his labour.” . The
fine trade wind diverted our attention, and. compelled
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us, as it were, to forget the lost boy who had been
taken from amongst us. Troubles, it has been said,
sit lightly on sailors; but we had on board a-little

cabin-boy, who ‘had been a great friend of poor -

Morgan, and who bitterly felt hisloss. .« In the course
of the morning this poor lad came up to me on the
quarter-deck, and, after looking at me very earnestly,
asked, with much simplicity, whether I thought poor
Tom was eaten by the sharks by this time. There
was something so strange in the question, and in the
child-like manner of putting it, that I felt, for an
instant, at a loss how to reply. After a moment’s
silerice, T told him, thak; by the mercy of God, and
tbrnd:ﬂemﬁndﬁm Christ our Saviour, poor
Morgan was, I hoped, in & better world ; and that, if
8o, it was of very little consequence to him whether
he 'was eaten by the sgharks at sea, or by the worms
on shore ; that our bibles told us, that at the last day,
the sea would give up its dead, and that poor Morgan:
would not be forgotten. The little cabin-boy ecried
very bitterly; nor did anything that I could say,
comfort him. He was only twelve years
of age, and an interesting and well-disposed boy. He
could not read yery well; buf the black cook had
taken some pains to teach him and poor Morgan to
read the New Testament.
For several days a cloud was cast over the usual

cheerfulness of the ship’s crew. The fiddle in the

forecastle was silent, and the hearty!ngh was heard
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cially about deathi! T was told, that some of the
crew fally expected to see the ghost of poor Morgan
sitting on the bowsprit on the ninth night from his
« death. The following Sunday, it was pleasing to see
that, out of respect to the departed youth, almost
\every man wore some article of mourning.

Speaking of Sunday it is not a day.often neglected,
nor are ifs sacred hours allowed to pass by unheeded
on ship-board ; and though the beautiful prayers in
our fine church service; intended for wuse at sea, are
not always read aloud in the cabin of every vessel,
yet I think, generally speaking, tho Sabbath, in-our
English ships, is as well observed, and is kept as
holy, as circumstances will admit. In this matter,
everything of course depends upon the captain, who
has many blessed opportunities of doing good to those
entrusted to his care, I am now, it must be mmder-
viee; that great nursery for Brifish seamen, The
first Sabbath that T spent at sea is still fresh in my
memory. The evening before exhibited quite a busy
scene, and newly-washed clothes were flutiering  from
every rope, to dry.  All the crew were engaged in set-
ting matters in order on board ; and on the following
morning, all turned out in their best apparel. Every-
thing connected with the usual daily work on board a
large vessel was put out of sight, and the ends of all
loom-'mpeswera,whﬂisuﬂed, *Flemish coiled.” The
decks, from the holy-stoni g of the night before, were
snowy-white ; all unnecessary labour was. avoided,
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and the men and boys were allowed as much spare
time for reading as was consistent with the safe-
working of the ship. It was a pleasing sight fo see
them seated at their ease, many reading their Dibles,

or other books suitable to the day, Thoughtless as

sailors too often are, the Bible is'a book. generally to
be found in some corner of each man’s chest; and it
is not an unusual thing o ¢ce there also a bundle or
two of religions tracts, put in, no doubt, by some
good mother or sister, who had packed the box. On
the day to which T allude, the captain said he wauld
hmpmmama&mﬂu‘qhn. All the boys were

ordered to attend, but the mén were

_xlhud to act in this matter as they thonght proper;
and the mate rang the bell at eleven d'elock. The
morning was unusually ealmeand serene, and was sin-
gularly favourable to the performance of a duty of this

description. I think all who could do so, attended the

‘simmons ; and it gave me greai pleasure fo see so
.many of our most careless sailors fall down upon their
‘knees as they entered the place set apart for prayer,

and Behave with all reverence during the whole ser-
vice. There was something to me very impressive
and beautiful in the appearance of 4his little group of

persons, bound upon a long and dangerous voyage,
and now yoluntarily collected together in a frmil
vessel, and upon a treacherous sea, to_offer up their
prayers, and to pour forth their praises and thanks-
;gxmphd:nﬂnthrwoafmmrwhoﬂpﬂ-ﬂ'ﬁ
mmmmywmmw

L4 .
>
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When the solemn  introductory prayer was read,
beginning with O Eternal Lord God, who alone
spreadest out the heavens; and rulest the raging of
the sea, who hast compassed the waters with bounds,
until day -and might come to an end; be pleased to
receive into thy Almighty and gracious protection,
the persons of fis thy servants,” &c. 3 oand when the
reader proceeded to  thou didst send forth thy com-
mandment, and the windy storm ceased and was
turned into & calm,” how litéle did any of ns think,
during that quiet and . peaceful morning, when the
elements were at rest, that in a few hours afterwards
- our vessel was to be nearly dismasted in a tremendous
gale. Such, however, was the case, Within but a
few hours, a storm burst upon us so suddenly, and
with such a.wful.fn_gy. that before we conld take in
mxmwﬁe..-pwﬂwmmm-w‘ -topmast, main
top-gallant. mast and. royal, were carried awny. So

little can they, who  have husiness in great waters,”

Judge what an hour may bring forth,

But I have rambled from my purpose, and must
retara to it, or we shall never reach Bombay. When
we were within a few days’ sail of India, we were
rudely summoned, by the commander of the Sesostris
steamer, to heave-to, and bear tidings to the great
men of Bombay, that she, the Sesostris steamer-
frigate, bad been ont six days in a hurricane, but had
weathered the gale, and was now going safely, with
her passengers and mail-bags, to Aden. As ‘We were
obliged to haul in pretty elose,.md!;_m out of com-

ul
-
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pliment obliged to take in our stun-sails, I had a
good opportunity of sceing this beautiful vessel, thie
property of the Honourable East India Company.—
Her quarter-deck was crowded by a strange collection
of black and white faces of every caste and colour,
Servants were running about in their BEastern cos-
tumes and overgrown turbans; and under the cabin-
windows might be scen—what was a tempting sight
to us, who had been so long at sea—nets filled with
all sorts of vegetables, fruit, fresh meat, and other
good things necessary for the voyage. . After & ro-
qnbat thnt shn should ba:qndcd as soon as we should
which request ﬁprmad w o spaaking-
trumpet, by a very little red-faced man, who, by the
bye, forgot to ask whether we were in want of water,
cor had run short of anything—away went the Sesos-
tris, rolling, pitching, and smoking, over the monns-
tain-waves which the late storm had raised up,
and which we had happily escaped by one single day.
There appeared to be a singular variety of charactors
on board of the steamer. I espied two or thres
jaundiced-looking old men, who, as I supposed, after
heaping up riches, and perhaps honours, were tearing
themselyes awny from India, to flutter for a year or
two about the sunay side of Chelteabam, and then to
die, «Others there were, who ‘were pictures of sea-
sickness and misery ; and in some countenanees there
was a glow of hope, excited by the ﬂmud&d”ﬂn
more visiting old England.- o

4
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Two days after this encounter in the Indian
Ocean, we wers safely riding at anchor oppesite the
Fort of Bombay, aud in one of the most lovely and
picturesque harbours it has been my good fortune to
‘visit. - 'We had been just three months and a balf
upon our voyage, and I really felt sorry that it was
over; for the last ties that seemed still to bind me to
sweet home were now o be broken. We had scarccly
come to an anchor, before our vessel was surrounded
by canoes, punts; dingies, and a dozen different kinds
of shore-boats, all of which had come off from the
custom-house bunda, in the full expectation of getting
a job of some description or other.—One contained
the custom-honse officers ; ancther, the parties to
whom our ship was consigned ; another, the master
dobie, or ship’s washerman, who kindly volunteered to

wash for captain, mates, and sailors, at an almost

nominal dharge. m?wwm
testimonials, signed by all the knowa and unknown
officers of the Indian army and navy, extending over
“a period of thirty years, at the very least, and care-

fully enclosed in an oiled paper envelope. Another

boat had been engaged by a collection of P

servant-boys, who were anxious to hire themselyes to
captain, mate, passengers, or, in fact, to any one that
was silly enough to take them on the strength of their
suspicions-looking recommendations, Another boat
had pulled over a remarkably jolly-looking THindoo,
who kindly offered to dispose, for the commander, of
any little thing he might have bruqit out on kis own
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account 4o speculate with. He said, in very good
English, he was intimately acquainted with all the
London and Liverpool ships, and had been the means
of puiting their captains info the way of realizing
large sums on their Yorkshire hams, Cumberland
bacon, greyhounds, &e., &c. He was, in fact, a Jew
of the Bt. Mary Axe caste. Another, and perhaps
the most acceptable boat in the lot, was filled with all
sorts of desirale things; fresh water, new-baked
bread, goats’ milk, pots of country butter, or ghee,
eggs, poultry of all descriptions, meak, vegetables ;
uewspapers, foreign and native; Manilla cheroots,
Chinese punkahs, hookahs, pumpkins, and fifty name-
less articles, difficult to remember. Then there was a
boat crowded with Lascars, five, strongly-made men,
who had come off to assist in unloading the ship; for
in warm climates our sailors are unequal to this task
without assistance. A knowing-looking Mussulman,
seeing me staring about on the quarter-deck, came up
the ladder, aud after making me a very low and grace-
ful salaam, begged my aceeptance of a bunch of sweet
green leaves, and a real genuise Provence rose, which
appeared to me donbly sweet. He had tied them up
neatly on a painted stick ; and having thus intro-
duced himself, he began to recommend, in very
glowing terms, a young gentleman sitting in the bow
of ione of the boats, and holding over his head a rag-
ged pink umbrella, as a fit and proper person to look
after my luggage, and act as valet de chmmau‘:‘n%
my sojourn in Bowmbay. 1 told him, however, that
v - . .

-
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should probably have to be my own, for some years to
come. He apologised for the intrusion; and was
afterwards, with about two dozen others, perempto-
rily, and rather hastily, ordered off the deck by the
mate, as some of the sailors had discovered that our
polite visitors had made several mistakes, in taking
away with them articles not lawfully their own. No
sooner had they pushed off, than it was discovered
that the loose ends of every rope hadgbeen cut off.—
‘We had evidently fallen amongst thieves, perbaps
the most expert and cunning which the world could
produce. One of our crew declared that a Lascar
was sawing off, with the greatest coolness, and with
his hands behind him, about three yards of new rope,
as he was conversing with him about the nature of
the cargo. It may appear strange, that the captain
was not aware of this national failing ; but it was his
first voyage to India. nguiuwlcdepﬂbnp-
ply of fresh water from the pilot-boat, as we had
suffered much during the voyage from the bad tank
that ours had been put into. After so long an absti-
nence, I thought I had never in my life tasted any-
thing so delicious as this water. Truly, we never
know the value of any blessing till we lose it

% And this is India " thought I, as with a strange
feeling of pleasure and surprise, my eyes, as I sata
upon a chair on the quarter-deck, wandered over
the scemes on shore. ¢ This is the Em—fnmed
country concerning which T. have Hbard s6 much '—
the land of gold and sunshine—of nabobs and
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diamonds ; the land of which tradition has told
us so many marvellous tales; and of which such
wondrous accounts have been handed down, ever
since the day when Vasco del Gama, the first
European navigator, found his way to India by
donbling the Cape of Good Hope; opened, on the
20th of May, 1408, friendly communications with the
Zamarin, or Sovereign Prince of Calicut: and laid
the foundation of a scheme which was soon to disturb
its tranquillity, and to relieve it of a portion of its
riches. IHow little did he dream, that England was
eventually to reap the benefits of his discovery, and
that a quiet little company of Leadenhall Street mer-
chants would, in due time, fako counsel together to
turn the trade of Hindostan into a new channel, and
to deprive the Venctians, the Genoese, and finally the
Portuguese, of all the golden harvest they had been so
long reaping on the suuny shores of the famed Indies,
Here then was Bombay,* which the Moguls had sur-
rendered up to the Portuguese, in 1530, and which
was to be rather more than a century afterwards a
part of a wedding-gift of the Infanta of Spain, on her
marriage to Charles the Second. My mind pictured

* Bombay takes its name from two Portuguese words, bom dakia,
signifying a good harbour or bays 1t is stated, that in the sge of Perls
plis, thls island, then ealled Kalliena, was little frequented. It had pre-
vigusly been an established port, but | ong of ms«mipgw{
Barugasa, prohibited any of the Egyptian vessels from entering the har-
bour; and If #ny were compelled to do w0 by accldent or stress of
weather, a guard was immédiately put ou board, and they were taken @
Barugazm, PP o ;J

"t
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the fleet of five ships of war, under the command of
the Earl of Marlborough, arriving here,in 1662, to
take possession of this valuable acquisition, which is
now the site of a prosperous and populous city, re-
markable for its strong. fortifications, magnificent har-
bour, fine docks, and wealthy merchants ; in fact, one
of the most flourishing depits. for the produce of the
East that we possess. The Island of Bombay is
beautifully situated on the western coast of Hindos~
tan, 18 deg. 56 min, N, dlat, and 72 deg. 57 min.
E. Long., and lies off the shore of Concan, in the
province of Bejapore. It was united, in 1805, to the
large and interesting Island of Salsette, on the south,
by a noble causeway constructed by the then governor,
Mr. Duncan. Bombay is said to be formed of two
* ranges of whinstone rock, of unequal length, running
parallel to each other on opposite sides of the island,
and at the distance of two or three miles from each
other. The eastern range is about seven, and the
western about five miles long ;. these ranges, being
united at the north and south by belts of sandstone;
which are only a few feet above the level of the sea.
The harbour is bounded on the north and west by
Bombay, Colabah, and Salsette. On the eastern side is
Batcher's Tsland ; and behind this, Elephanta,.—Thres
miles south of Butcher's Island is Caranjah.—The
chaanel thus formed by Colabah and Caranjah is about
three miles wide, and about sem:or eight fathom deep;
and is rather dangerous, on account of a sunken rock
and bank oceurring near the entrance to the harbour.

%
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The visitor in Bombay sees, comparatively speaking,
but little to gratify his curiosity. Here are no roined
temples, or deserted cities; mo jungles, or deserts
wild, where lurk the prowling tiger or the savage
Thog ; and were it not for the exquisite scenery that
surrounds i on all sides, this island has in itsell but
few natural charms to engage our attention, or to
merit minute detail. Fort George is the grand resorf
for foreigners and merchants, and its narrow dingy
streets are constantly thronged by crowds from all
quarters of the globe. The strange costumes, and odd
looking people you are constantly meeting, puzzle you
amazingly, before you can find out who they are, or

before you can distinguish the differont. castes of the

natives. Here is one manwith forfy or fifty yards of
muslin rolled up into a turban on his head ; here
another, with a tower of card-board, covered with
chintz ; there another, with a peak coming down be-
tween his eyes, and resting on the bridge of his nose.
Then, numbers whom you meet, have peculiar daubs
of coloured paint upon their forchends ; caste marks,
which are renewed every morning. The light, and
eool-looking dresses which all persons wear, thin,
long, flowing white robes, and silk or coloured linen
tronsers, make you quite envy thom, and long to cast
off your tight, uncomfortable European dress for
theirs.  There are still @ great number of Portuguese

here ; more, perhaps, than in any other of the presi=

dencies, but they belong chiefly to the poorer elasses.
They have their churches, chapels, and religious

_ LY
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houses ; and keep up a great deal of the pomp and
outward show of their religion, which is now mixed
up with many of the popular superstitions of the
Hindoos and Mohammedans. Goa still exists as their
gate into India; but this once splendid and populous
capital, Mr. Hamilton describes as a_wilderness
of which the monasteries form the only tenanted
portion, and of which a few miserable monks, half of
them natives, are the only inhabitants, while whole
streets may be traversed, from one extremity to
another, without meeting a human being, or any
other signs of former population, than pavements
overgrown with grass; gardens and court-yards
choked with under-wood; and princely dwellings, and
venerable abbeys mouldering rapidly into decay. The
magnificent churches and monasteries of Goa cannot
mﬂybeforgoﬁenbythmwho ha;rqmtedthnonce
fearfully celebrated seat nf the Inqnnﬂm,. It is
situated 250 miles to the mﬂ: of Bombay, ,
few can witness its perishing g‘reain_eas, withoug
feeling that the hand of an angry God resteth upon it.
But Goa still continues to supply India with fresh
recruits for the service of the Pope ; and sadly did it
mourn over the loss of Bombay, and the thought that
it was to come into the possession of the vile English
heretics, We know that England is accused of in-
justice towards India, but we cannot say that she has
been indifferent to the spiritual welfare and happiness
of its countless inhabitants. She has not, like the
Romanists, wherever their agenis have obtained a
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footing, pulled down one set of idols to set up another
set. 'The spiritual light which she has poured into
India, is the frue light of the gospel. The pure, and
unadulterated word of God, as preached Ly those
English and Ameriean missionaries, who have gone
forth to offer to India salvation only through the
merits and death of a crucified Redeemer, without
money and withont price, has been, in a measure, at
least, effectual to enlighten its benighted people. It
is indeed, but too true, that we have but feebly
obeyed the command of our Divine Master, to “ Go
into all nations; and preach the gospel to every
creature.” We have not done in this matter, so much
as we might have done, and as it was our duty to do.
‘While countless-treasures have been drawn from this
fair land, to minister to England’s national pride, and
to subjugate to her power the nations of Southern
Asia, how few are the voices which in that wast
wilderness of unbelief, are at this present moment
preaching forgiveness of sins through the blood of the
Redeemer! The harvest truly is plenteous, and has
been long ripe for the sickle; but where, it may be
asked, are the reapers to gather it in? Ifere and
there indeed, a lone man of God is gloriously ex-
pending his health, his strength, his life, in the great
cause of man’s redemption ; but what are these among
so many ¢! What proviaion is this for the spiritual
wants of this mighty empire, in which 120 00@000,
of our fellow sabjects are lost in the ﬂnck of
the grossest idolatry 7 Itis butasa
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the ocean, a blade of grass in the forest or the jungle.
If but the smallest fraction of the gains of England’s
merchants as a body, were systematically laid aside
for this noble object, how great would be the sum
annually collected, and how many more labourers
might be sent ont into the field of India? Shall it be
said of us, that we gather where we have not strewn ?
‘We have received from India temporal riches; let us
give Ler those which are eternal. -
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CHAPTER 1II.
“lmxlmmthmduuddmuhh marks of national

character, more in Mwmnﬂq thau in nﬂtlnm
matters of state.” =
——' . “ :

Early Impressions, A Chst with the Reader. upm of Tndis
mmm,.&am unm. My Friend's Bun.
mnm 1ts Flowers, ?ﬁnﬂplhﬂﬂnp!a the Fort. A
great Fire. Street Architecture, Minah and other Birds in Towns.
Kindness to Animals, Little Children and their Pigeons. A Word
on Cleanliness. An Idle Hour at Friths, ' Bad Speculations, George
the Fourth's Bedstead. Native Bazaars, and what may be purchased
in them. Markets, Extravagant Rivalry. Hindoo Customs. Oge
Man with two sets of Fingers. How.to make a Box and inlay it,
The Potdars, aud Change for a Rupee. Opium Polsoness, 'ﬂa

Ctlpplendupln. Dmh-mm Omull.hndbllm
Boubay Castle, and Dock Yard.  Sally Pottsand Sepoyy, &c.

Ix thus taking up my pen, but to jot down some of
my stray reminiscences of India, T would endeavour
to perpetuate the memory of days passed amidst its
peculiar scenes and people. Early imp in-
deed, are not easily endmhd, The mgmﬁ”ngl
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to them with a wonderfnl tenacity; they fade not
from the mind, however roughly we may afterwards
be tossed abont upon the stormy waves of life, Early
happy hours are the “ green spots on memory’s
waste ;" and on the recollection of such green spots
we all delight to dwell.  Life is not altogethier a vale
of tears and sorrow ; the Almighty, in his great
goodness, has provided largely for our solace and
gratification, if we would only use his gifts aright ;
but there are those wlo go grumbling through the
world, with their eyes closed to all its fair creations.
With sueh I would not wish to travel,

It is not my intention to discuss or dwell much
upon the rise of our magnificent eastern empire ; nor
upon its. progress, since the fortunes of war placed
India under the dominion of Great Britain. Cele-
brated ‘historians have already done justice to this

singularly interesting subject; and have Iaid before
the reading publie, volumes, teeming with instruction

and amusement.  As a simple sketcher of common
life and every-day scenes in this couniry, once the
land. of fable, I will endeavour, as I proceed, to nole
down the various little peculiarities that struck me
a8 illnstrating the echaracter of its inhabitants—a
character thought to be but little changed since the
death of Nadir Shah, or the destroyer, Timour. The
hand of despotism, indeed, now no longer desolates
this ‘once  oppressed land — zebbing a happy, or
shedding the blood of a peaceful race, like. that of
the Hindoo. The Christian banner of Esaland mow

el T
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waves over a large portion of the East Indies. OQur
protection and assistance were offered, and accepted
with a readiness clearly manifesting that the Mo-
hlmmed.mmgnofmms_ﬂiﬂﬁuhuponthu
national memory. As opportunity may offer itsclf

we will occasionally leave the busy baunts of men,

and wander among woods and silent forests; mark

the seasons as: they roll along ; and take a glance at
whatever may be interesting to the naturalist, and to

all who love and ponder and commune with Naturo

in her wildest moods. All the & which ecarth

offers to man hava;qnt is y hﬂlﬂhaﬂy
clime ; which, in oo-limoe, has excited human
smbition, and spurred men on to explore it, in its
never-failing resources, even from the snowy heights
of the wondrous Himalaya range, down to the spicy
shores of Cape Comorin. I shall take care to avoid
the folly so often committed and complained of—the
folly of giving too high a colouring to pictures of
domestic life in the East; but of the besuty and
* the magnificence of its landscapes and scenery, I do
nof think it possible that langusge can convey an
adequate description. Truth has been said to be at
times more startling than fiction ; and with good old
sober Truth for our gnide, my readers and I may, I
hope, make our way onwards very agrecably. India
is now brought so near us, l-hmughthamshf‘
steam, that English readers naturally look for a little
‘more of the minutia of Indiau life, than WJ’

13201

e
LY



62 RECOLLECTIONS OF INDIA,

found in the narratives of travellers. Tt is true, 1
ean hold out no atéractive promises of tiger-hunts v
daring adventures in the Jungle—a epecies of informa-
tion which, as I well know, has cast a charm over
the works of some writers on Life in India. These
subjects, however, having of late entered largely into
the descriptive volumes. of almost every adventurer
who has_emhﬂm'opporh:nieynfhtﬁngoﬁ'n

So‘many of them, and who have turned them to such
good account, T must candidly confess, strange though
it may appear, that T never had the honour of meet-
ing either lion or tiger in my rambles in India,
with the exception, indeed, of a stuffed tiger, that
‘occupied a very w-pﬂm“&tmvbhgalow
of & kind friend of mine at Colabah, and who glared

lament, that so noble an animal a8 the tiger should
have become so scarce; as seldom to be met with in
western India, T once expressed some little sarprise
at this remark ; for ‘having but just come over to
the country, T fancied, that every clump of hrushwood
shelfered some horrible wild animal of some kind or
another, that was always in readiness to pounce upon

. e
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griffinage ; and assurcd me, that I should think very
differently before that eventful period should bhave
expired. What a beantiful bungalow, my friend’s was!
From the road, yon looked down a long vista of
mogree and . scarlob-flowering acacia trees, In front
of a large, handsome porch, grew the custard apple
and the guava, in clumps, intermingled with ¢he
lovely pomegranate, bearing, at one and the same
time, the blushing ecalabash froit and its was-like
flowers.  Shading the dining-room windows was a
ehrub, about cight feet high, that every morning
during the, -tm nu:ﬂn-af mmm&«my
fmaﬂ_; m ", . . i

huﬂding*'m ochgcnil m-ﬂnpa, 8o that. from
whatever quarter a stray breeze might come, yon
could apen the Venetian shutters, and admit it at
once. But instead of lingering here, we must go
back to Fort George, and Bombay; and cast another

glauce upon its houses and people, : i

+The Fort and Town of Bombay stands Mu :

o narnow neck of land, at the south-castern extremity
of the island, The fortifications are strong anil. sub-
stantial towards the sea, but are considered weak on
the land side. The Mint, Town-Hall, Cathedral,
Scotch Charch,  Dock-Yards, Arsenaly and Costom-
House, are handsome buildings, and, by their style of
architecture, give an' English mwﬁam
wmhmmmw
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Oriental .cities. - The honses within the Fort were

originally - built of wood, with verandahs, and roofs

covered in with tiles. But, in 1803, a great fire con-,
sumed many of them; and as the popnlation was

yearly increasing, a number of dwellings were erected
on a salt-ground oniside, which had been recoyeredl
from the sea, and has since grown up-into a large,
busy town. Upon my first ramble through the streets
of Bombay, the: houses struck me' as being most.
uncomfortable places to live in, So far as I could
Jjudge, they wanted that life about them, i T may use:
the expression, which we find in our cheerfal English
residences.  There are no glass windows, but their
places are supplied by dusty outside shutters. The
walls' are all coloured or stuccoed, and the houses

me | B Hindoos, give
Aan idea'of great. antiquity, and are very curious in
their architecture.  Many have great projecting bal-
vomies; roofed over, and supported on elaborately.
earved wooden pillars, the shafts and capitals of which
exhibit various odd and fantastio devices, standing
out i bold relief, and evidently taken from the Hindoo
mythology. - The ends of many of the supporting
timbers, that project far out from the walls, are orna-
mented by grotesque figures, in strange, uncouth
attitudes, though often Tepresenting very faithfully
some of the favourite birds, ‘animals, &o., which are
held sacred by the matives ; thesa figures being sup-

4
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posed to watch over, as good spirits, those within-
doors.  Botween the legs of an elephant, or & Drah-
mmybuﬂ,:t:amtmuml to see a jackdaw’s or a
pigeon’s nest, constructed ; and sparrows aud minahs
bring up their young ones undisturbed in the open
mouth of a buffalo, or among the folds of a wmonster
serpent. The tinahy (gracule veligiosa, Linn.) §
may heve observe, has all the characteristios of the
English -starling about him, though differing in
plumage from that well-known bird. The minah is
fond of the abodes of man, and you mect with it
in every town and village in India.- In the strects

here it is not. ww me'

mwm them. The childnm, most
unlike our children at home in all their movements
and “actions, take but little notice of them : indecd
they are tanght to love and be kind to all God’s crea-
tures;"and to deprive nothing of the lifo which they

cannot_give. The consequence of this patt of their

education, which arises from the popular beliof in the
transmigration of sonls, and from which, we think,
English parents might gather a useful hint; is, that
we sec here, as it wore, perfeet liarmony existing De-
tween man, beast; and bird. The tameness of lhcse
birds, as I must confess, was mot “ shovking to me ;>
¥ was delighted to live in a country where cruclty to
the inferior animals was almast unknown, ani where
. the beautifal ereatures. of the great. Creator were
Jﬂsﬂy valued, aud nobshot down for the mern sport of

-
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the idle and vicious. A stream.of lov, t00,.is thus
infused into the infant wind,  We sce it in childhood,
and we see its fruits in manhood ; for the domestio
hearth of the gentle Hindoo is Dever so happy as
when surrounded by his descendants, even to the
second and third generations. . In short, nothing but
poverty or doath ever soparates the members of a
Hindoo - family,  Early of & morning,, I have scen

little children filling the stone troughs, so often mep
with in Indian villages, with water, to supply &
wants of the, many animals that pass up and do

during the day, in the dry, hot season.; and thers
Was something so touching in this innocent office, thaf
I could have kissed the dazk little faces that smiled so
sweetly on the pigoons.and other birds, as they came

A

%,
"
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fearlessly to bathe in the fresh water so kindly sup= ".
ThePR Ty bk o Mot ogintay 1
On each side of the pﬁg‘mmqﬁm 3
at Bombay, there is commonly a small Gothic niche -y )
for the reception of lamps; which, in the dwellings: &
of the wealthy. natives, are lighted every night w:th .
a simple bit of cotton-wool, rolled hetween the
fingers, and stuck into a tin-holder, which js sunk
in_cocoa-mut oil. - Some houses have winding -
staircase outside, g0 as to enable you to reach the ‘4
flak roof. without going through fhe building; or o
ascend $o an upper story, which perhaps may bo '
occupied by another Jbrauch of thawsfamily. ~ The ’e

rooms ure geverally large, but very low and badly ~
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ventilated ; ‘and from the custom of burning sticks
in the form of long slender candles, covered with
powdered  sandal-wood and saltpetre, are redolent
of this sickly scented smoke that hangs over every-
thing. Some of the roofs are ouly tiled in part, and
the flat portion is covered with a fine cement called
chunam, which, when thoroughly dry, becomes very
white and polished. Here may often be seen China
vases with flowers planted in them, stone seats in
great varicty, chairs, and couches for the idler or
sleecper.  These roofs are much resorted to by Hindoo
and Parsee ladies, who go up to pray, unseen by the
busy world below; for they are supposed to lose
caste if they appear in public, and are quite shut
out from holding any infercourse with strangers;
consequently, their lives are passed in great seclusion
from the world, and this is the only opportunity
which they enjoy of looking occasionally upon the
surrounding beauties of their fair country; and of
contemplating at night, from their house-tops; the
wonders of the starry firmament. Some of the
streets are so narrow, that, the buildings on each
side almost meet at the fop ; and such streets are,
of course, awfully hot, every breath of air being
forbidden to enter. It is true, indeed, that the sun
cannot annoy or distress those who are walking
below ; and this is, cerfainly, so far an advantage
over the broad system; but, upon the whole, these
confined streets are a great drawback to the health
of the Fort and town. The grand end aimed at in
n -
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the construction of all Indian buildings is, to defend
them as much as possible from the immediate
influence of the sun’s rays; and various are the
devices resorted to, to effect this desirable ohject. The
streets, when I first arrived, were suffered to remain
in a very offensive state, more particularly in the
northern quarter of the Fort, which is densely
inhabited by the poorer classes of Mohammedans
and Parsees, who were accustomed to cast out;
in front of their dwellings, everything that was
of no use within ; but scavengers are mow employed
to clear away the pestilential accumulations that
impregnated the breath of heaven with every species
of abomination. Almost constant fever, dysentery,
and cholera, were of course, the result of this horrid
aud disgraceful state of things, which thus brought
along with it its own reward ; and taking into con-
sideration the condition of other native towns which
itwumylottovinit,wamayemﬂymmtfm
the dreadful ravages which these discases occasion in
the East—sweeping off, as they sometimes do, whole
populations, in a very brief space of time. As the
fortifications rise to a great height, you have mot
the least chauce of enjoying the morning or evening
sea-breeze, unless it be from lofty balconies, windows,
or the flat roofs already mentioned ; consequently,
hundreds of persons leave the Fort at stated hours,
and assemble in picturesque groups upon the espla-
nade, the sea-shore, and in other airy haunts, to
chat over the past or coming events of the day.
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The bazaars here have but few outward attractions,
as the native shopkeepers make no show of their
goods outside; mot having yet learned the English
art of ticketing the trumpery in their windows, or
of catching the eye with the astounding intelligence
that everything within will be sold at an enormous
sacrifice” by the o They sit cross-legged on
a chair by th -dmng up their accounts, or
i ves leisurely with a punkah. If
you are in want of any article, they invariably show
you, in the first place, the worst specimen of it in
their possession, asking you, however, double its
value ; and not until they see, that you are about to
leave the shop, will they produce what you really
want. imﬁuofﬂuhutahopmkeptby
Parsees,” who are very fond of trading in English
and French goods, which“they have either consigned
to them in the usual way of business, or which they
pick up at the large sales, at Frith's auction rooms,
in the Fort, which sales generally take place once a
month. At these rooms I oceasionally spent an idle
hour, in looking over the various and beautiful
articles which, gathered together from all parts of
the commercial world, bad speculations, and over- .
crowded markets, have ecaused to fall under the
anctioneer's hammer, and which he is often obliged
to dispose of at prices that must be ruinous to
their owners. Among the many unaccountable and
strange things' that find their way to,this heunt of
all bargain-hunters; T plﬂmdlﬂym l!lms
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here a state-bedstead, which was said to have
belonged fo George the Fourth, as part of the
furniture of the Pavilion at Brighton. Tt had been
sent out, in the hope that its costly gilding and
ornaments might tempt some of the wealthy natives
to purchase it ; but I suspect it has never been sold.
The adventures of that bedstead, if one could have
truthfully investigated them, must have been rather
curious. There was a moral conveyed in its history,
on the instability of all human greatness. Sig
transit glovia mundi.” The bazaars are distinguished
by name, as, the Borahs, the China, the Parsee, &e.
&ec. The Borahs bazaar is oceupied by a class of
men I shall bave occasion, as I proceed 'in my
sketches, to allude to again in the character of
travelling hawkers, so I will not particularize them
brokers in London, and their shops display the same
mﬂleuvwidyof.oddsndmds, new and old,
" The China bazaar is filled with goods manufactured
in that industrious conntry. Here you may purchasg
the beautiful feather-screens ; punkahs of all shapes
and sizes ; carved ivory-work in chessmen, backgam-
+mon-boxes, netting-cases, card-cases ; grass-cloth ker-
chiefs, rich silks and satins, vases, chimney-piecs
ornaments, and the familias little cups and samcers,
and teapots, 5o highly valued by china-loving ladies.
There are also found here camphor-wood trunks, so
useful to preserve furs, clothing, and hooks, from
‘insects, and in particular from the white ants, so
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destructive; in this country to this sort of property.
In the Parsees you meet with London, French, and
American goods, and all those nicknacks which ladies
require ; besides articles of Bombay workmanship—
particularly the richly inlaid work-boxes, desks, and
dressing-cases, which are so justly admired by
Europeans ; kincob, or gold cloth, so much worn by
the rich native c&w; and the rich Indian
muslins, - There are one or two good markets in
the Fort for the sale of butchers’ meat, fish, vege-

numbers upon the coast, as well as prawns, and

live most comfortably on £100 a-year. A dreadful
system of extravagant rivalry is, however, carried on
amongst the residents at Bombay, many of whom are
thus led into the wretched folly of living beyond theie
means.  Young officers, cadets, and writers are gra~
dually affected by the prevailing epidemic ; and many.
become so seriously involved in debt and difficulties,
as to be unable to leave the coustry, which has been
their rain, or ever to get ont of the clutches of
the money-lending natives. Some of the strects
in the new town are exclusively inhabited by
castes who work at the same trade. In one may be
seen the workmen in brass and copper, which depart-
ment of trade. y embraces the manufacture of
 cooking-pans, drinking-vessels, tripod-lamps, and such

. r
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of copper or brass in Bombay, and hammered ont to
the proper size and shape by manual labour. Every
- poor native carries with him one of these brass
drinking-vessels, or chattees when he leaves home of
a morning. The design of these chattees for holding
water, and lifting it out of the tanks, reminded me of
the earthen and bronze vases found at Pompeii and
Herculaneum. The mode of mingmg the Hin-
doos is curious. They never allow the vessel to touch
their lips, but, holding the head well back, they pour
the fluid from a moderate height into the open mouth ;
and this, practice has enabled them to do, with perfect
ease and convenience, For my own part, I never
attempted this feat without imminent danger of
choking. I was often surprised, that they should
drink in this way, as they are unsually very cautious
about opening their monuths  wide, lest the evi/ one
should enter. The most ordinary actions of this sin-
gular people, are, with them, religious rites ; it would
be vain to attempt to describe one half of the religious
ceremonies which they practise during every waking
hour of their lives. In another street or bazaar you
see the palanquin builders, common house Joiners, and
cabinetmakers, and so on, Indeed, if a person felt
disposed to extend his knowledge of such arts, he
might here obtain cheap
gilding, dying, and embro ", in all their branches:
As the Hindoos invariably follow, as' a religious
duty, the profession of their forefathem—which pro-
fession has been handed down to them, but littlo

ons in inlaying, carving,

I‘j‘
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changed by modern improvements, from one genera-
tion to another,—they have no secrets in their trade.
The tools with which they work are few, and
extremely simple in their design and construction ;
and they always sit in the well-known Oriental pos-
ture—their feet being educated to assist their hands
in almost every labour which they undertake. I have
often gained amusement and instruction, from
observing the offices which Hindoo feet per-
form. The joiner scizes the plank between the soles
of his feet, and there holds it firmly, till he has planed
it g0 as to make it suit his purpose. A Hindoo
workman has two sets of fingers, and such a command
hahemthmdmﬁuhumhﬁﬁmthe
ground, and bring towards his hands, almost any
articles of a light mature. Practice has given the
natives of the East a control which we do not possess
over the muscles generally ; and the freedom with
which their articulations work, surprises the stifi-
made European. The hands of the Hindoos are small,
and beautifully formed, and there is an easy grace
about all their movements. The Chmaw, in my
opinion, do not surpass the Hindoos in the art of
inlaying. In this work they proceed as follows:—
they first, with great neatness, make a box of scented
sandal-wood, which grows on the Malabar coast, and
which is an_expensive wood, and sold by weight in
Bombay. The pieces, before they are put together;
are sawn with a fine instrament, exactly to fit each
into its place; as,#his weod is so very brittle in

-
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India, it cannot well be planed. Silver hinges and &
silver lock are then put on, as steel or iron rusts so as
to be unfit for use: even keys here, worn in the pocket,
rust. Having so far proceeded in their work, they
cut or saw out, from stained pieces of ivory of all
colours, a number of minute pieces, in the shape of
octagons, triangles, &e. ; and nearly an equal number
from thin pieces of virgin silver. They then roughly
sketch, on the lid and sides of the box, the design
intended to be worked; and having everything in
readiness, they cover a small portion of the wood
with a strong kind of glue, which does not dry
quickly ; the coloured ivory and silver plates being
disposed according to pattern, or as the taste of the
workman may direct. So small are some of the

picces, that one hundred, or more, would lie. on a

square inch: when the work is quite finished, and
the glue sufficiently dry, they level the whole with
fine glass-paper, and afterwards polish it ; the neces-
sary holes in the sandal-wood are pierced by means
of a bow-string-pricker, as this hard wood would fly
to pieces if pierced in any other way., Equally
expert are some of the natives in carving and chasing,
in wood and metal, beautiful figures of birds, beasts,
and ﬂowm:'s—-lming a rude little instrument, about fwo
inches long, not unlike a gommon nail. They carve
in ivory but indifferently. The Potdars, or money=
changers, take up their position at the corners of the
streets, with their little tables before them, ready to
transact business at a moment's motice.  If you want
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small change for a rupee, you have often to go or send

to the Potdar for it; and if the applicant be a
foreigner, he takes pretty good care to deduct three

or four pics for the accommodation. These men act
sometimes in the capacity of pawnbrokers, by lending )
small sums of money upon the gold and silver orna-
ments, which all here _possess, in a greater or lesser
degree ;. for she be a wretchedly poor woman
00050 that < show & wire: Banghior wallsk
upon the arm or leg. I may observe that these ban-
gles and avklets are the chief ornaments of the Hindoo
woman, Tbeymnhspoﬂmﬂthm uﬂu}lﬁ o
in early youth, and nover removed. Many of them are
soldered on ; and instances mma hi

the limb cut off, with the purpose of gaining posses-
sion of these ornaments, so often the only wealth
which the poor boast of on their marriage. A silver
ring is also commonly worn on the great and secoud |
toe ; and the nose and cars are pierced for the inser- -
tion of similar ornaments.  Those who are too poorto
purchase silver bangles, &e., wear hoops of coloured
glass, ivory, or bone, which make a curious jingling
noise as they walk. The money-lenders purchase or
exchange all sorts of foreign coin; and for the few
sovereigns that I found at the bottom of my purse,
upon landing in India, I received in change, from one
of these men, eleven rupees each, equal to twenby=,
two shillings of our money. I was only sorrydJ had
nob more sovereigns t furn them into the Company’s

1 5
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silver; as I very soon found that money is obtained
with as mueh difficulty at Bombay as in England ;
and that people work quite as hard for it there as
here, The galden expectations of youth are too ofien
disappointed in India, There isno country in which
you sooner bécome acquainted with the sad realities
of life. Even in that rich land, man must eat bread
by the sweat of Lis braw.

The Potdar of the street is not a trusty man to deal
with ; he will impose upon you wheneyer opportunity
offers. A few days before I left Bombay for England,
I was rather anxious to bring home with me some
of the native ornaments, and gave their weight in
rupees for articles, which, I was told, were composed
of puse silver. Upon my arrival in England, how-
ever, I was muech annoyed to find that the rings,
bangles, and nose-ornaments, were only tubes of the
precious “metal, into which lead had been run, to
increase their weight, I had, indeed, paid rather dear
for my whxst.le. But I must not condemn all indis-
eriminately, for there are numbers of highly respect-
able Shroffs, or native bankers, who have their own
private offices in the Fort, and belong to quite a
different class from that of our humble friend of the
streets; and as the business of banking is chiefly con-
fined, “in the interior of India, to the issuing and
discounting of bills of exchange, or what are called
Hooudies, the Shroff is a most useful man ; and from
the immense number of these hoondies that are in
circulation, we may conelude that petty tradesmen



L &

RECOLLECTIONS OF INDIA. ey

would get on badly without their assistance. Onr
Potdar of the corner is furnishied with as inkstand,
pens and paper, acids for testing the genuinenmess of
eoin, d&e., and gencerally a pair of old-fashioned specta-
cles; for the money-changer is generally an old
man, and cannot depend implicitly upon his own eyes.
The opium sellor has also his little table in the
pnbﬁcm.ﬁghhbuud.mh'wjt, and
tempting  samples ‘of ‘the * dreamy drag.” ' Ons
ghncaatthnmwﬁlmvhmymthuhiin_m
of his own best customers ; the soiled and disorderly
turban and dress show you that he is not himself.
As a. poisoner, who' shuns the broad d?ém-
cmsgmﬁog of some narrow, dnkdley, Just when
 Morm her rosy steps in the Exstern elime,
Advancing, sows the earth with orient pearl,”

And man is tempted to stroll abroad early to breathe
the cool atmosphere, and gaze apon the landscape
still glittering with the dews of night. This is Aie -
hour for business ; for the effocts of the last night’s
dose are worn off, and the wretehed victims who
surround his table ave eager to purohase the day's
allowance of the slow, yet sure poison, which he
offers, to tranquillize the wandering and disturbed
brain of each. Alas! what a fearful group is here:

youth, with the sunken eye and languid frame; old

age, extreme old age, totiering on two bamboo i
ragged and neglected garments. Each ied hand
scatters down the few annas demanded in payment,

-
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and then the purchaser, as if he dreaded the detecting
eye of his happier and more resolute fellow-creature,
skulks feebly back to his home, to enjoy an artificial
state of existence, too dearly purchased by a prema-
ture and unlamented death, and by the destruction
of every natural feeling implanted within him. This
fearful species of intoxication is more generally prac-
tised among the inhabitants of British India than
has been ecommonly supposed. The Mohammedans
mpﬁrhcularmmuuhldﬂmhdtoihm, and
much of the apathy and ihdiﬁrem& observable in
the native character may be attributed to this
universal evil which would seem to be daily gdining
ground among them. Few can be surprised that
the Emperor of China fought hard to prevent the
importation of opium into his dominions by the
East, Iﬁdis‘ﬂﬁﬁibmy Well might that monarch
regard that potent drug as a curse to a tation
which had .xmdy begun to' suffer from it dangerous
seduction, and which showed for it a decided taste.
East-Indian opium, which is ioferior fo that of
Turkey, is generally grown in Malwa, Bahar, and
Benares, the great seat of Brahminical learning. It
is: stated, that, m Malwa, 360,000 pounds are
annually produced, but it is often adulterated with
cow dung, decayed leaves, and other filthy impuri-
ties. Morewood has ealenlated that 18,500 pounds
annually find their way into Great Britain; but, of
course, a large portion of this must be exported to
the colonies, as it cannot be consumed as a medicine
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in such quantities. A few facts, however, which I
have been enabled to glean, show that opinm-eating
is on the increase in our own land, and the following
startling account, lately communicated to me; may,
perhaps, surprise some of my readers: — < The
practice of taking opium, laudanum, ether, and
morphin, has increased, and is increasing, amongst
the population of the fens in Cambridgeshire and
Lincolnshire, to a frightful extent, It prevails
amongst the aged, the infirm, and the young; and
it is_confined to meither sex—old men, old women,
and young wome, aro equally,its victims. Tt may
safely bo averred, that every second customer who

some opiate or marcotic. It is common to sce the
man_or woman of twenty, thirty, or forty years of
age, daily going for his or her sixpenny-worth of
poison ; and we have heard of yearly bills of £20
in one family, for opium and laudanum. In the
town of Wisbeach alome, there are four hundred
gallons of landanum sold and swallowed every year:
eight gallons of laudanum per week !
After this rovelation, I need not enlarge on Fast
Indian opium-eaters ; we will, therefore, turn our
attention to the Arabian, who perambulates  the
streets of Bombay with his country wares and pro-
dace. The curious-shaped bottles strung round his
neck, are filled with delicions rose-water, of which

the Hindoos and Parsees are passionately fond, and

which they sprinkle over their apartments and their

o
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visitors, as the Roman Catholics do boly water:
The Arabian brings over from the Persian Gulf
all sorts of coogies, or water-filterers and holders,
and  his sugar-loaf baskets of plaited grass-weed,
strongly made and useful, particularly attract the
eye of the English. He deals in costly perfumes;
and tempis yon to purchase by the scents of otto,
or attab; of Persia, in miniature bottles, which he
does not fail 4o recommend in his soft language.
He also deals in dates, which are usually packed
in round, nnglazed jars; they am befter and finer
than those grown in India, the Arabian method of
drying them being superior. The date is perhaps
one of the most wholesome fruits we have ; and the
Arabs half live npon it. His curious straw turban,
made like his baskets, distinguishes the Arabian
and high check-bones seldom fail to attract attontion:
The swectmeat-vendcr has his little: stall spread out
in the street. What a curious ocellection of things
do we find here to tempt the appetite, or to quench
the parching thirst of Indian echildven.  Here are
rows. of brown saucers with lids on, filled with a
species: of electuary, made out of plantains, sugar,
masped cocoa-nut; and butter; the whole being:
fiavoured with lime-juice—fried peas and grain at
@ pice a measure; papers of materials for making
ourry-powder, glasses of toffy, heaps of fruits, Jjars of
fresh toddy, betal-nut, and cakes decked out with
seraps of tinsel, slices of melons, pumpkins, cucumbers,
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and green sugar-cane, with nameless preserves that
are imported from China in sealed packages,

But who are these men whom we see in a long
string of ten or a dozen, holding by the skirts of cach
other’s robes, and each a staff in his right hand, all
led by a little boy, who guides them ? They are the
wandering, blind beggars of the Jand ; the yictims of
amaurosis, a disease which is generally brought on by
too great exposure to the heat and glare of the sun,
Poor creatures! we do indeed feel for youl Ok
that we hiad the power to touch those sightless orbs
vith bealing ointment, and give them sight onca-
mote. Iow touching is that voice of supplication,
asking for the smallest sum, the leasé relief! What
was. Milton’s blindness compared to thine, who hast
to travel over burning wastes, and dreary lands, to
beg thy daily pittance? What sweet and placid
resignation do I see in that countenance! But He
who has thought fit to afilict thee, has implanted in
the breasts of thy fellow-creatures, that most excellent
gilt of charity ; and the poor Hindge drops his mite
ita thy trembling hand, as he burries past upon his
way. And is thare no home in this mighiy empire
where thy aged limbs may rest, before death
summons’ thee away ?

We will dwell no longer upon- this painfal picture
ﬁhntmsuaabadowononrpnﬂa,butwiuhmb_
those Lappy children that come laughing enward in
their little hlhputmhmh, ¢h, drawn by four beautiful
Roats, with Jong ews aud silky coats. They are
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going to take their evening drive, in charge of two
servants. The ofie who walks behind,  holds. over
them a splendid crimson, China-gatin chittree, with
- gold fringe of chaste design, as large as our gig
umbrellas ; and ke who leads the animals is an old
and faithful domestic of the Parsee family, o whom
they belong. Let us examine the costume of these
loved. ones ; for loved they must be, if we may judge

fall in the sleeves, gathered up in folds round  the
wrist, and fitting tight round the neck ang waist.
Under this almost transparent robe, may be detected

over the dnwhridgo, and under the old gatewny that
leads out of the fort; ‘mnspoy-dn-dn'tyﬂ-m
mences his walk, which. had been arrested for the
Mmoment, a8 these little birds-of-paradise flew past.
him to sport amid fhe flower gdrdens of Byeullah ;
he had, perhaps, seen them every evening ; but wa

|
i
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never tire of looking on beautiful children—little
angels are they, that are permitted to flit around us
to give us an idea of heaven, for of such is that
kingdom,

There is a dak, monastic-looking building near us,
enclosed by high walls, and shaded by a few towering
palm-trees that grow out of the court-yard. Just an
hour ago the vesper-bell might have been heard
calling its inmates to prayers, for it is s Romish
Portuguese seminary, for the education of youth
destined for the church ; and though the pupils are
tall, full-grown young men, they may be seen coming.
out two-and-two into the esplanade like schoolboys
parading for a walk. They all wear black, short
gowns, with white collars turned over the shoulders,

% kind of Oxford cap, and buckles in their shoes.
The robust well-fed looking men, who in puce
surplices and bishops’ hats, walking on each side, are
the priests connected with this establishment. One
of the members of this seminary told me, their priests
will never allow them to read an English bible, on
the plea that it is not faithfully translated. I fear
the translation which they do read, has mot tended
much to improve their morals, if we may judge from
their daily walk and conduct. The natives unfortu-
nately judge owr religion by theirs, at least, some
with whom I have conversed could nok clearly
comprehend the practical difference beiween cormpted
Papery and Protestantism, sceing that we all, as they
« =il called ourselves Christians. -
E
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- The entrance to all the Mobammedan and Hindoo
temples and pagodas are beset with beggars of every
description, who keep up a perpetual baying all day
| long, eoliciting charity and alms from those who go in
to pray, or are passing in the strefis, Here, the
eripple is put down by his friend upon a mat ina
shaded place, early in the morning, to excite the
compassion . of the multitude. Some of these poor
ereatures.are so frightfully deformed, as to make you
turn away almost involuntarily from the hideons
lump of disease spread out before you. I have seen
at these places some very curions and novel distortions
of the vertebre, and remember particalarly one man,
whom I often stayed to look at, and whose head was
completely reversed, the chin apparently resting a
little below the nape of the neck. The afflicted lepere
stands here with his arms and logs fully exposed ;
underneath ; but he stands alone, and his companions
in misery shun his neighbourhood as contagions,
Some of these men are cripples by nature, and some
by art, and very many are arrant knaves and im-
postors.  Sunyasse Brahmins; Faquirs, and other
religious - devoiees, coutrive to obtain ‘very good
livelihood at these temples, and along the road sides
and often startle you with their puinted bodies, and
idiotic expression of countenance. Such various and
interesting descriptions bave been given of these
people, that I have scarcely an ything fresh to offer on

__';“,..l:f_';ia;.. Sh ol otk B L b

i
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the subject, But I wonld not, indeed, be understood
to insinuate, that all who are met with in India in
the character of religious devotees, are impostors,
Many of them have been known o suffer, by way of
expiation for their crimes, the greatest self-imposed
tortures; trusting, that by a life of present misery
ﬂaqmght, ‘when death should arrive, be carried on
-to dwell for ever in happiness with the
houris of paradise. - Sitting between two fires till half
roasted—swinging from a tree by a hook through
the back—pushing before them as the Mobammedang
will do for hundreds of miles across a country down
to the sea a little cart, on. their hands and. knees, in
their pilgrimage to Mecca—and holding a flower-
potin the hand, as a man does, in a sort of sacred
enclosure or garden near to Bombay, till the roots
have grown through the back of it, and his nails
are like the talons of a bird ;. these and other such
vain and useless penances are foo well attested to
require any confirmation from me, Many such
deeds I have myself witnessed; for the stranger,
upon landing in Bombay, generally takes an early
opportunity of sceing some of these poor deluded
ereatures, who are to be met with in its vicinity.

In the centre of a large railed enclosure in the
Fort, there is a very handsome monument erected
to the Marquis of Cornwallis, who superseded the
celebrated Warren Hastings in the office of governor-
general of India. Yon seldom pass it without, sesing
groups of people lonnging about it, or sitting om the

-
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steps leading up t6 it ; and the natives are very fond
of throwing in under the dome, that protects  the
figure, flowers, and bits of coloured paper, and these
have gmiuallymnmulmd in such heaps as almost
to comceal two melancholy marble ladies, who are
guzing sweetly on the besieger 'of Seringapatam,
Upon making some enquiries, I learned, that these
flowers, &e., were thrown in as offerings, and that
the hero hiad been made an idol of by some of the
Mohammedans—but this is mot correct ; they only
resort hither to pray, because it is a quiet and
- retired place, and the poor Parsce has a better view
from this elevated position of the rising sun. The
town-hall forms one side of this square, and is cer-
tainly a very elegant building. - At one end of it is
the news-room and library, which contains some
curious Hindoo deities; and other relics of Indian
antiquity. A branch of the Royal Asiatic Society

the whole gareison, and thoso who reside within the
walls, with water, in case of any popular outbreak ;
and about two hundred yardn,mdlmr!ouhng the
harbour, is Bombay Custle, a strong  substantial
building, swarming with sepoys and officers, The
Green, as this square is called, is pretily planted
with mwaofﬁm;mdtheddmm
now turned into a socretariate, cathedral, and ming,
stand near it. y

The dock-yard at Bombay is always a very busy
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scene, as the East India Company build all their
steam and ‘war-ships there, and numbers of the native
labourers are employed in their construction ; they are
superintended by Scotch or English engineers, and,
with the aid of their instructions, the machinery of
these vessels, intended chiefly for the Indian navy, is
there made and put together; formerly, it was senf
out in a finished state; and of course at a great
expense. As the harbour of Bombay is thought to
be nunequalled in British India, and so favourably
sitnated for commerce, with the advantage of its deep
tide-water, most excellent docks have been constructed
for the accommodation of shipping. The forests of
Malabar supply them with abundance of the finest
teak timber for building purposes. There are three
principal entrances into the Fort; fine, handsome,
military-looking gateways, with guard-houses erected
over their arches, and three or four sally-ports
between them, that ron under the massive fortifica-
tions, and cross the wet moat by a narrow foot-bridge.
A strong embankment outside slopes down to the
esplanade. They are all closed at nine o'clock, every
cévening, and opened at gun-fire (day-light), in the
morning. Sentries are on guard here, night and day.
Bombay has long been the nursery for our native
sailors and soldiers; and the sepoy is proud of the
rank which he sustains in onr armies of the Fast:
but neither he nor his superior officers can entirely
give up old enstoms and habigs ; and when the duties
of parade are over, and they return to their barracks,
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you will commonly find them squatted in the centro
of the room, eating their rice and curry out of chat-
toes. Their pay is less than that of the English
ﬂ;lm-,but their wants are fower in comparison. No
one can find fanlt with this arrangement; when we
consider what our countrymen have often to suffer. in
this burning climate, banished as they ave, for a period
of tuwnty-one years, from their own happy land.—
How few, how very few are those who live to return
with the regiment with which they went out! ‘Tis
true, we hear of such and such companies arriving gt
Chatham and elsewlhiere, from India, in good health,
after that length of absence ; but how many of thosge
who originally composed it are to be found in its
ranks? Yet,, these ciroumstances do not appear to
daunt the British soldier,  He knows his pay will be
vidence {o prolong his life; for the Honourable East
India Company are moble pay-masters £o all their
servants ; and we often find in their employ many of
England’s bravest sons. I have heard it stated, that
every soldier sent out to India costs the government
£25 for the voyage alone. This enormous eXpense,
with £90 allowed to every officer, may aecount for.
required to remain in India, .

Camels, buffaloes, and other large native animals,
are not permitted fo be led through the sireets of
Bambay, as they startle the borses ; but. groups of

-
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them are met with outside on the esplanade, and give
a truly Eastern character to the scene. T shall, how-
ever, have occasion to allnde again to this gay place,
as it appears in the hot season, when every siranger
and resident able to command a buggy, turns out for
an hour or two's drive before dinner. ‘

There are two or three good weekly papers pub-
lished in Bombay, and the same number in the Hin-
dovstannee language. The art of printing has made
great advance here, particularly the  lithographic
branch, which is well adapted to Eastern languages,
But it is to be lamented, that Christians should use
asthe Koran, &c. Sinee I left Bombay, an Indian
paper inforins me, that- 15,000 copies bf this work
have been lately worked off and sold at two rupees a
copy.  Formerly, the Koran conld mnot be purchased
for less than twenty or thirty rupees.
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The birds drop 1ifeless from the silent spray,
And Nature faints beneath the fiery day:
Then bursts the deluge on the sinking shore,
And teeming Plenty opens all her store.”

Southewest Monsoon. Mango Showers, Put your house in

-"‘\M MM mﬂ' 'ull‘lw
Esplanade.  Warm Clothing. Why T was,

. Raing at last descend, mom wwm
ocean. Arlhlﬂwnﬁn‘nﬂllﬂitnh‘ _ Nature is agitated. T!m
Sun darkencd. Strife of the elements., Tmpummmm.
Houses shaken in the Fort. The floods. Sceme pregnant with
horrors.  Flying Bugsand hideous Spiders. A Rest for the Punkahs.
What the Poor Natives suffer at this Semson. A Glance from our
Bungal Wonderful changes in the Vegetable World, Flowers
and Fruits, Golden Oriole and Jungle Cock. Shere Khan and his
Good Works. Negleet of Uld Tanks, Cool Breeses and Delhi
Shawls. A Peep Into the Sick Man's Chamber, Jellles and Sweet
Peas. How to eat Mangoes. Polsomous Missma. Hindoo Festival
of Coeva-mut-Day. Offerings to the Ocean. Farewell to the Rains,
&e., &e.

Trose who are familiar only with the climate of
England, with its sunshine and its storms ; and with

...
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the wild aspect of its long dreary winters, when the
northern districts of our island put on 0 early their
mantle of snow, and rivers and lakes, locked up in
their icy prisons, are bound together for weeks by an
invisible hand—those who are accustomed fo the
regular variations of temperature, which, notwith-
standing the frequent and sudden changes which we
experience from heat to cold, give an almost decided
character to the four seasons that sum up our year,
can form but an imperfect idea of other lands, where
the sun, for eight months out of the twelve, is scarcely
shadowed by a cloud, and where frost and Snow are
almost unknown. Nature is boundless in her
resources ; and the more we inquire and cxamine, the
more we are lost in wonder and admiration at the
great scheme for carrying on so beautifully the
designs of the Creator, so that sced time and harvest,
summer and winter, shall still be given to man, and
God's promises stand fast for ever. Though some
districts of India are often left nine months together
without rain, yet an ample provision has been made
to counteract the ill effects of so long a drought upon
a country g0 much exposed to a burning sun.  Vege-
tation, which with us would speedily perish without
an abundant supply of rain, is there sufficiently
nourished by that moisture which plants, as they bud
and blossom, and produce their fruit, have the power
of hoarding up and retaining from one rainy season
to_another, and by the heavy dews that nightly fall
upon their large, expanded leaves: Those remarkable
L
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periodical rains, commonly ealled the sonth-west Mon-
soons, generally set in at Bombay about the month of
May, and terminate at the closo of August. Three
weeks or a month before their commencement, some
light precursory showers pass over the land, but they
seldom continue more than a day or two, and are suc-
ceeded by the usual hot and clear weather. Occa-
sionally the preparatory fall is accompanied by
thunder and lightning ; but this is not an invariable
rule, These preparatory rains are called “mangoe
showers ;” the natives, who have given them this
appellation, belioving that that delicious fruif, the man-
goe, the boast of this part of India, conld not come to
perfection without them, How far this opinion may
be correct, 1 know not; but certain it is, that the
mangoe begins to ripen at this particular period of the
year, and to acquire that rich yellow tinge, which
makes it 80 conspicaous on the tree. To man, thgse
showers act as a warning to set his house in order ;
for we canuot tell how soon the storm may arise, that
must ere long burst upon him, with dreadfal fury.—
Consequently, all persons, at this season of the year,
are busy tarring, painting, and repairing the tiles, or
thatch, forming the covering of their honses; and
making all secure, and impervious to the coming rains.
The sewers in the streets, and other water-courses, are
examined and put into good order,and the large artificial
tanks, from which the inhabitants look anxiously for
their ecight months’ supply of water, are fresh
cemented and carefully repaived. Tents are now
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taken down, and the temporary abodes erested on the
esplanade, sen-shore, and other cool situations, are
speedily cleared off the ground, ard stored away in
warchouses in the Fort, until the return of the settled
weather. The merchiant now thinks it pecessary to
enclose all his country despatches in oiled or waxed
paper cases, as he is aware that the rivers will soon be
flooded, and that the Tapall must swim over with the
post-bags on his head. In the cocoa-mat and date
plantations, the old toddy-drawers are very busy wlu-
lecting all the large spreading leaves that have
and been stripped from these valuable trees for 1
purpose of covering in verandshs, sheds for cattle, a
rain-dresses for the poorer class of matives. She-
grams, buggies, and bullock hackery conveyances have
their sun-shades taken off, and varnished coverings
put on; and all palanquins are carefully examined,
and their cracks filled np with putty or chunam.—
Those who can afford glass windows in their bunga-
lows have them now put in, to supply the place of the
common open Venetian blinds; and the large monu-
ment on the esplanade, erected to the memory of the
Marquis of Wellesley, is englosed by a huge wooden
box built around the iron railings that protect it ; to
be no more stared at by the Portuguese, or criticised
by the modern arrivals from England, nntil the rains
are over. Officers commanding regiments at ont~
stations, who have been expecting for months fo
receive the welcome orders from head-quarfers to
march, have now ceased to hope for any change #ill
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after October, or the beginning of November. The
bazaars display a great variety of China; also of
French, English, and native leaf chittrees or nm-
brellas ; and the making up of flannel and other warm
clothing for the European part of the population,
affords abundant employment to the Dergees.—
American boots and shoes have great sale; for those
manufactured in the country, though very neat, and
well adapted for dry weather, will not stand wet ; the
tanning of the leather is bad, and the first few showers
separate the soles from the upper leather. Not being
aware of this circumstance, I was one day deprived of
the heel of my boot when out walking ; and T was
heartily laughed at on my return home, and imme-
diately set down as a “ Griffin,” a term commonly applied
to those who have not puaeﬁ twelve months in the
mﬁmwﬁemmd!nm
troubles and annoyances. The day at length arrives
when the windows of heaven are to be opened,
and man’s anxions doubts and fears are to be dis-
pelled by this gracious provision for his wants. Dark
alouds, towards noon, gather in the south-west, and
gradually steal over the azure firmament, casting a
gloomy shadow upon the earth, and obscuring the
intensity of the sun's rays, as they flit over his surface
in their onward progress. A current of cool, strange
air now denotes some remarkable atmospheric ehange.
The ocean is unusnally agitated ; the waves are lifted
up—hurried onwards as the breeze increases—the
angry waters come foaming and roaring towards the
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shore, and are broken with violence upon the rocks;
recoding but to break again with redoubled force.—
Distant peals of thunder echo among the lofty ghauts
far down the coast, and vivid streams of forked light-
ning illamine their peaked summits. The dry leaves
of the lofty palms rattle overhead, and the forests are
agitated and shaken as the hurricane roars throngh
their solemn yistas, and breaks in upon their profound
stillness, The soaring kite flaps his outstretehed
wings, as he rises alarmed from his lone perch, and is
hurried away upon the storm. The cattle on the
plains congregate together, as if driven by some irre-
sistible impulse to sodk tho shelter and protection of
earth, as if consecions of approaching danger; and the
poor Hindoo wraps his muslin Kummerband tighter
around him, as the cool air expands its many folds,
and exposes his delicately-formed limbs to the chilly
blast. The skies become darkened, and sheets of
Dlazing lightning, followed up by the roar of deafening
thander, succeed each other with fearful rapidity;
and, though in broad day, the eye can scarcely bear to
lock upon the flaming heavens, so intense is their
brightness. The elements are indeed at war. Large
drops of rain begin to fall ; and falling, raise up, in
consequence of their weight, a clond of dust; and
then, within a brief space, the mighty floods descend
upon the thirsty land. The tempest is terrific to
behold, and man trembles beneath the storm. Ko
secks in haste the shelter of his mud-built cabin, and

-
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mutters a harried prayer to the stone idol which he
has set up. The high houses in the Fort of Bombay
vibrate with every clap of thunder; doors and win-
dows, and walls and floors aro shaken by the loud
artillery of heaven. Torrents of water pour down
from every roof, and bound over, in broken streams,
the sounding verandahs below them, sweeping the
various streets as the flood rushes onward, laden
with mud and rubbish, = towards the sog. To
those persons who have but just arrived in the
country, and who, having never oxperienced  thg
sctting in of this remarkable Seasom, have formed
from deseription but an imperfect idea of that
change, the scene is Pregnant with horror of every
kind.  The newly-arrived English woman in par-
ticular suffors exceedingly at this iod, being
scatealy able to divest herself of ‘the jmrrecs:

that everything around her is about to be dest
or wmhsdmt:y; yet it is very seldom m
dents occur, or that property is seriouely injured,
Oceasionally we hear of exposed houses befng struck
by lightning on the island, of old palm trees blown
dmn,andofhafm&beingdiapmodtotheﬁou

about for their personal safety.  Myrinds of mes-
quitoes, now driven ‘n by the mins, £11° your
apariments ; and your lamps at night, if not pro-

sl Vb e Laall L
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perly covered over with a glass shade, are liable
to be suddenly extinguished by the large green
beetles that have sought shelter from the storm
without. Flying bugs almost poison you with their
feetid effluvia, and contaminate every article of food
upon which they may chance fo alight. The mmsk-
weasels dart in under your China matting, and find
their way into your wine-cellars, and every cork
they touch, every boitle they spoil. That nimble
and really useful reptile, the house lizard, climbs
your walls in all directions, and comes out so regu-
larly from under your table after dinner, fo feed
upon the flies sttracted thither, that you quite look
for_the active little creature 8s 4 1 ~of conrse,
to amuse you during dessert tme, if he fail
to appear, express regret, a8 I have beard an old
gentleman do, at its non-arrival, The loathsome
centipede gets into yonr cooking-houses, and hideons
spiders, with hairy bodies and long legs, fake up
their quarters in every available corner and door-way,
They are not content with staying at home quictly
like onr own respectable, though small species, and
of taking their chance,of what may be sent them ;
but they must make daily tonrs all over the establish-
ment, as if it were expected, that they should pay
visits to one another, now that the season had bronght
them into town. In fact, all the entomological for~
mentars of India appear to have a design upon your.
house and happiness. A comtinnal buming is keps
up around you day and night. Auts eresp up. your
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legs, while fleas irritate your body ; and farewell to
sleep, if your gauze curtains display any rents at
bed-time.  The punkahs or swinging fans, suspended
in your rooms, now have rest from their labours,
for the atmosphere is sufficiently cool without any
artificial currents of air. The sweet-scented cuseus-
mats, or tatties, hung outside between the pillars
that support your verandah, and kept wet, in order
to lower the temperature of the heated breeze before
it enters your house, are now taken down and laid
aside; and quite a change takes place in all your
litle ‘plans within doors, The poor thinly«clad
labourers are dreadfully susceptible of cold now;
and instead of welcoming the monsoons as a provi-
dential visitafion ordained by the Almighty for their
especial good, they grumble at their long continuance,
rejoice at departure; "Tis true the natives

uffer much at this inclement season from fover and

ague; and the hummals or palanquin bearers, who
are mecessitated to be out comstantly in the rains
while carrying their employers to the various scenes
of their daily duties, are much to be_pitied, as they
are liable to attacks of rheumatic Ie“‘\h-, and often fall
victims to dysentery and cholera in a few hours.
These persons are such strange figures, and are
dressed up in such odd garments, with their heads
and faces tied up to protect them from. the weather,
that it is difficult to decide to what caste or country
they belong. As a class of labourers, they often
excited my compassion, as I must say with our

Tl i i |
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good queen Elizabeth, that it is degrading to see
men groaning under the weight of their idle fellow-
creatures ; and in India these poor wretches have
to endare much from direet exposurc to the sun,
as they cannot, when bearing a palanquin, carry any
chittree to shield them from its dangerons heat. I
never folt comfortable in one of these palanquins,
and hope som¢ humane governor will endeavour to-
do away with this fashionable mode of conveynnoe;
and that the poor hummals, so long neglected, may
vise a little in the scale of civilization. I have seen
them  deposit their human burdens, after s loog
jouracy, pelaps, of fous oc five miles. in ho ot

door-step, bathed fn profitse perspiration that poured
down from their panting bodies; and. often, on such
oceasions, have I thomght of the comparatively
luxurions lives led by our hackney-coachmen. ¥ou
hire these men by the day, week, or month ; but if
you keep your own palanquin, they are considered
as a part of your domestic cstablishment, and reside
in the compound, or somewhere close fo your resi-
dence.  Palanquins are close and uncomfortable
affairs, and, moreover, are extremely awkward to |
et into, or out of. They are gomething resembling

a sedan-chair tarned over upon its side, with a pole

sticking/out at each end ; which pole, when eleyated,

rests upon the shoulders of the bearers. ile
carrying them, the hummals have often $o rest and

change sides; as the swinging motion.of the machine

*f\. g
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soom %mu'lh-l:dnl-tur, though well protected. by
a soft woollen pad. How any man ean oall it »
lixucy 4o.bo oarried about tho conntry in- oo of
these close boxes, st the expanse of so muoh seeming
euffering to his fellow-oreatures, T cannot sonceive.
Wuﬂwmmwmﬂ,ﬂﬂnﬂ
Iiu.}ufnrthupulﬂngnnm,fmmihnﬂlupmdﬂ
‘the magnificent plantain Teaves that hang over the
Foot-path, and hi!,ipwpﬂmuflmduhm-—-ll

“ Dt who eny gl
Like Naturs! mn hsagination ot
Amidet its gay amation, hum ke her ¢
AMElxy them o8 v delicataly fng,

' Asd foue (e W ek oxher, swappenss

&F ¥ Moo

The dry and buent up plain that eenekled upder
our feot like the stubble of harvesh s now coversd
With fine grass a foo doop, and of that rich emeralid
green, which is so rufreshing o {he eve, and 4o novel
in ifs appeanmance, that you fee] transplanted, as it
were, £0 sme strangy land, or to ﬂaﬂuﬂz tneadgwy
of Englwd's Spring.  The an b?nmﬂhm
and moisture are ab work, Every tree and ahyrnb |
sent forth some new leaves or tender shoots, and gl
gums which so long protected them are now digsalvod,
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and di&'usunﬂidmpﬂmmﬂ}w. The
cool rains and mild, tempersture at this seasen,
produce a ligurisnce of vegetation unknown, perhaps,
in any othor country on the faco of the-earth. The
:tmﬂmnylndnpngmthdnﬂlmh_m

plantsd, appears more Tike the work of enchantment,

than the usual slow progress of nature familiar 1o us
in our morthern latitades.  The gourd,” melon, and
cucumber, have now gained the roof of the pensant’s
lind, wnd by their lhmug"umm o plentiful
supply of coaling fruits when the hot season
#hall armve Tr_lnd'.phh,ﬂlﬂ.dm'ﬁl‘ﬁﬁh

mouths, bad ehut up all their pore wm‘ﬂh
mmmh-mﬁ:ay : n; and roots, that
lay buried in the utmmd-rdhu:cq,

now epring suddinly info life and beanty, in places
that were before barren (o the eye.  Crecping plants,
It run along the ground, now embrace the tranks
of trecs, and ascend thum with astonishing repidity,
running out upon their branches, and so %
from ane to anotlher, Gl the foreels in the

bourhood of Bawlay sppear to be bound lugeth
and canopicd over, by the thonsand Jovely

that cast an almost night-like glooin o all things
below them. . From some of these bmuoches may ba
seon the charming blossome of the convolvulos, amd

other flowering parasitical plants, floating between

heaven and earth in. graceful Mmuﬁm
ﬂnﬂmﬁidmn,ui-hhgwth
%hﬁnﬂ#ﬁ@tﬂmﬁm
S g
b
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this benutifal provision of the great Author of Nature.
The woods are: now alive with the feathered trilos,
and the saft cooing of the turtle-dove, & bind hold
saereld o Indis, is ropested for miles aroumd yo,
Tha golden oriole, and the axare jay, desvanding from
+ tho lofty trees, now fonst upon. the luscions fruits -
and our own Eoglish barn-door Lird, the statuly
jungle cock, makes the coverts ving apain with hia
lind and familiar note, as hie swerps through the
soanding woods; and is lost in their shadows.
Womust ow turn aside from these” pictures
of ‘the Indinn forest, st which we hove bt plineed
bmericdly. Memory fuils ma in recalling the many
beaoties that surround wa horo on all sidos, nnd tha
abundant supply of food thag the fields Promise ta
man, ﬁ-.mhmﬂ,mhﬁmhudme,h

e Uisolaured Ly the lirge.isom, that. earry down

(quantitios of artls in thlr swit and -

locked bay, for threo monihe u]um,._ The Company's
“sdeamors oliangy the time of thpir going to Aden, and
the Persian Gulf with the overland wmnils ; and

Internal commumication is now almost Taid uulu, and
N0 person, who can possibly aveid i, travels sither

i




ARCOLLECTIONS OF INTITA. ba

by land or water, The mail-bags,* msually forwarded
by ruunars, each a slage of threo coss, or six miles,
are often dotained for wocks, before anopportunily
weenrs o ford o swim over tho swollen rivers and
nillaha! a work often of much dificulty and
danger.. Weekly reports of heart-ronding shipwricks
fill the mative papers, and a catalogne of flooded
wwm&mmﬂm@ -
often give s painfu! interost to the miny season, Yot
wo musl not loss sight of tha goodness of the
JUmighiy.mlandmgﬂmuHu-l:hum:lﬂd
dmdﬁ:lmtm mrﬂ m
mﬂﬂﬂmi'ﬂimhﬂpﬂhhﬂmlitﬂa
idea of the valno of that wecessary article, when wo
sco soaltertd over India the enormoms publio and
private tanks, which nt the miny scason must b
replonished, to meet the demanids of 2 large population
Ik thot of India, and which bave boon orected st o

'Thhh Tlmplkul-rﬂi-&l mum
{:mru“u Indis. * Newmapen we
by weight. a5 that Befire ther ERn pase for single poutige, they
ﬂ-hihmul,um-lum_m
vincial town in Enghenl; the il b ma il a0 a lenk Bote.  Iu

gt pakiey semwm, 1 mear foll 1t abworts molifurd o raplily, o te
b wharged dvuble pestage 3 (i Joutney's eods the pitage ou & dally
T frem moderat SR L e Ui malls s
eareind in Yesther gy ey Hoadl, 25 40 g gty saate

Uity sxrasiomally reach thetr destisition tu s stsin ¢
U rupees W -ﬁﬁ- sbnirsetm! from e, dnd vy v
Ay st & -

-
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vast oxpinse.  Ttw muocessive rilirs never neploeted
thin all-important duty; and ghe building of tanks,
long bafore the Mohammaotdan invasion, was a esmmun
aot jof elurity smong the Hindvo mjahs, who thus
handed their vames dawn to posterity, and enriched
the distriotin whicli they resided. Shere Klian, a
Patan chitf, mt s noble axample to others, 1le
formed & bigh rowdl across the entire breadth of
Hindostan, from the Ganges o fhe Indue, along
whiicli o cansed (it trods fo bo plinted ; & well to
be wunk every fwo miles, and & enravansera &y ho
provided ot every stage, so that travellers might bo
sccommodated at the public exponse, Forose the
Third, who iz sid 0 have built during Lis reign, a
bindred bridges, forty mosques, and thirty colliges,
with wmany other works of utility; also erectod
thirty resorvoirs for (he purposis of mh wnd
the general good af the country. Some uf thess tanks,
which ave now, thraugh' the bad policy of the Fast
India Company, boen allowod o fll into o sad state
of decny, mre still vory hundsome and remarkable
buildings.  “One which T stw in Gueerat, st
ginally, us T was told, nise 1acks OF rupees in iix
" coustruction! and even in the dry season, itéanfained
an abundant” mpply of the eoolost &nd purest water.
flight of steps that led to it, to sco the place swarniing
with the large bull-frog; and with o carions species of
little tortoieo; thess ereatores, ay T was infyrmed by
thuse who wont down to deaw the waler, worg

g e e Late =
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fostared and preserved, as they contributed to ensure
the purity of the water, by kerping it vostinmlly in
motion. A wealthy pative, who had perhaps com-
mitted sorie dreadful exrime, and who on bis death-bed.
had repanted, would ofien will sway a large sam of
monoy, to be expended in s partioular district whers
water was soarce, in o public tank, Many have beon
Whﬁﬂt‘i_lgﬁ dironmstancos, oven during the life
time of the unhappy individual, who well knew this
to be the greatest boon that conld be conferred upon_

an agricultural people.  Every town and villige has
et

and natoral reservoirs i e avighbonrhood, which
travaller, that Lis journey is deawing to a close, In
Boeibay, the plovia-meter i watched in the miny
soason with much anxlety ; sl the quastity, of water
thet falls, in and about that islamd is satisfuctorily
nacerinined. . |

The change that takes place daring flie continunncs
of tho south-west: monsoons, from a temperature of
100 or 130 deg., £o one of 65 or 70, ia truly delightiul
to th Eavopean ; for fhe xir is now cool and delicious,
resembling the elose of an®English spring.  Woallen
clothing may iow be worn with comfort ; and Iadies
wrap themselves up in their large Cashmere shawls
and Delhi searfs, and onjoy {he bracing and imvigo-
ruting brocse. 'i'nﬁ:;-dnpi:t_nmll_.n&h,_i!’g,
lﬂ?ﬁﬁpiﬁtﬂ'mﬁnﬁ with ux coergy and hife

- ¥ il =
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unknown in the hot mooths; ‘and though fomales
oot take much exerise out of doors, yet they
suffer ot from confinement, sa o hundred litthe poin-
patinms now engage their attention, that eould not bo
pummied with any degres of ploasure before, The
lnmging-conch is deserted, and the Anglo-Tudian
kady dis onee more: acting im the eapacity of an
industrions housowife,

T'o carry tuk vur reminiscances of tis eventful divi-
sion of the Indian year, we will gently desw: akido
the silken screen that closes thin entranee to (hat wiill
chamber, where enly the voice of pain and pamive
mifering s ocensionally hoard to break in npon the
death-fike silence. The musshall has placed upon tho
floot the hand-punkab, which is torm and broken by
oumétant o througl restloss nighis and burning days.
He Uikt tiah mam cun do wishot i nov.

oh of roscs and white mogres blosoms engages
the s atbeution, and he slinkes upan bis: face,
moist with e dews of approaching, desth, s grteful
shower of bright little globules, that test on tho hollows
of his choeks. Theynre Naturcsgears, His
thin fingees untio the slindir cord that Linds thesa
cherishod flowens together, and a half-oxpanded rose,
sill drooping with the aias i rased o th . mow
vinions of the past dosk thou conjims np ! —green fichls,
Lubblivg fountaine, shady woods, and refreshing sud
balmy gales; amd the oft-triversd scones of cardy
childbood pass by inquick review before the dying
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man. The flower falls from his hand; the Little
globules are united to bitter tears; that course their
way down his sunken cheeks; and an agony of grief
disturbs the swarthy attendant of the sick chamber,
who has . stolen an hour's sleep upon the matting
at the foot of the bed. Yet this is a blessed season
for the poor English invalid. After weeks, perhaps
nionths of confinement to the bed of sickness, ina
close and heated room, where neither day nor night
has brought relief, he offers a thankful acknowledg-
ment 0 Him from whom proceedeth every good and
perfect gift, for the mallnoezethtstahthmﬁgbhu
Iattice, and once more fans his ﬁmﬁl and burning
brow. Hape, that scemed, wﬁ as he was con-
cerned, to huve bid the world farewell, again returns.
Home, with its sweet endearments, rushes upon the
wandering memory, and his thoughts tarn to that far
distant land, which he will never see again. The
expiring spark of life still burns, and is fanned by the
reviving breeze ; and the death-stricken invalid talks
of a thousand things which he will do when he shall
be a little stronger. He fecls cortain that he ruust
now recover ; and he longs to be carried down in his
palanquint to the shore, to seo riding at anchor those
English vessels, one of which, he hopes, is to bear
him away from the Indian land ; but he will see hia
distant home no more. A change has, indecd, “ouma
o'er the spirit of his dream.”

Instead of pampering the taste, and t.emph;ngil
with €urrics and omelets, and other made dishes; you

¥ "
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hmmsmhml appetite, Yowmgnﬂ wine
require mo arfificial cooling; and the ladies pride
themselves on the firmness of their jellies, and the
durability of their basc mangs, - Your butchers' meat
will keep longer nncooked, and you may even calculate
upon seeing your saddle of kid a second time upon
your table, cold.- Butter ceases to melt when out of
water, and custards manufactured in the morning do
credit to the cook af supper time. It is pleasing to
see boxes of mignioncite, sweet peas, and pots of
roses flourishing in the vevandah, Eﬁn Fpp‘lgm_
and gooseberries are cherished in this country as great
rarities, and are tended with the fondest care, becanse
they speak of happy England, and of all ‘the fond
affections and associations of the beart when it was
I:ght and young. ,Indeml, you can almost discover
m-ﬂl‘ ottr fair conntrywomen by these
ntoes of their cazly home. - Fow can form

an:dm how !ug'hu value is set npon these trifles in a
foreign land. Long may the exiled daugliters _of
Britain cherish these sweet fealingu. nor allow the
transitory pleasures of an Eastern lifs; however
attractive or brilliant, to wean their hearts away
from the land of their birth! Now, tos, you look
forward tpagmtvadetydwgshbfuatmhbb.
The common and sweet potatoes, yams, turnips, and
carrots ; the beautiful egg-plant; tomatoes, green-
chillies, and ginger, and many others, are to ‘be
purchased in the native markets; and delicionsfruits
abound everywhere ; the water and musk melons, cut
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in eliogy, aro hawked about the streets in large buskets,
and, yorr servanta. are devouring. eucambers, whits
onions, and mew. mgar-oane, all day long, Your
gardane are aliost closed up with Sowery shrubs, and
tho air is scentod with the jesmine .and powerful
tubo-rase,  And new  comes. fhe long looked for
mangoe feast, fresh and luscions from . the Fumned.
plantations near Mazagaon, The guests bring seated.
rouad a table, each with @ loug napkin tucked uader | T
Iia chin, and bis coat-sleeves furned up to the elbows '
alargo basketfal of tho feuib is placed in the contr

of the board, and yon aro soon. almost snifocatad with

Tho numbee of mangoes that a practis may
et with impanity, is really astonishing, A little
pale brandy is takon aficrwards, by way of sccurity,
and a bath to get vid of the jaundieod ooinplexion ix
sometimes absolutcly necessary. A dolicious . pickle
i made from the fruit before it i quite ripe; and it
enters very largely into the composition of chutoes, a
curiotg Wixburc much used in corfes aod Isdian
made dishes,. Many attempts kavo bovn made, by the
marchants of Bombay, to send. this truly rayal frait
to lingland, A case of mangoes was furwarded over-
land as 8 prosent to hor Majesty, st Windsor, packed
in colton wool, and hermetically sealed , but whether
they arrived sound or not, I never learnsd.  Giunsvas,
custard-apples, figs, aud shaddocks mre plontifal at

this; season, and pines, though not €0 he compared .
o our English fruit, are very common, and may be

L |
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purchased for an anna or two. One  great Teason
why the pine-apple here is coarse and indifferent in
flayour is, the little attention bestowed upon  its
culture by native gardeners. The crown is simply
cut off, and struck into the soil again, and Nature is
allowed to murse it in her own way, without any
assistance from man, Plantains we havo in Bombay;
all the year round. They are very good fried, and are
a wholesome and nutritious fruit. Oranges and grapes
do not appear to grow well on the island, and Poonal
supplies the tables of the rich at Bombay with these
universal favourites. '
Towards the close of the monsoons the rains ave
light and mild, and bright sunshine intervenes
between the showers. - In general, the rains are moreg
abundant in the first, than in the second half of the
season. They pour down at Bombay in torrents for

but by the change in the trade winds, & greater
abundance of rain falls here, than in those eountries
which lie without the tropics and are subject to what
the rains depends entirely on the position of the sum;
beginning before the sun reaches the zenith of a place,
and continuing for some time after it has passed it.
We find from observation, that countries lying near
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the qmﬂ.ﬁi'um.for many days without rain,
and that in ehose that.are situated more. than 5 deg.
of de from the line, the seasons are ‘gooerally
distinotly marked. 21 o St B

From tho rapid decomposition of wegetable matier,
a sickly and {rying sessom I now introdaeed b
Bombay, and is much drvsded by Eitopeans residing
ab oub-statons, or in the jungle From the same
canse, the atmosphers i flled with poisonous miasma,

destructive to the bealth of the inhabitants ; and agues

and the jungle-fover aproad amongst those that are
cxposed to the infectod air. In tho Tow districis,
whors the rains have beon excessively besvy, nisny
large trmcts being floodod o fook or bwo: diep, iha
exhalations Jond the atmosphere with & vapour a0
derwe, ns to obscure tho stars nt night.  Dysenicry,
alio, i now prevalent, more perhaps at this eritieal
pericd than at any other; which may dn & great
measure bo attributed fo the abundance of greon foods
Saldiers are, on this account, forbidden 0 eat the
truit of the guava; that fruit being considered as vory
esomo, and as lisble to produce this most
mhm Miscage, Grest cavo ix
necessary, ab this soason, o gnard against the sndden
changes of temperaturs.
A great Hindoo fostival is wow colobratod, and
known as cocon-mut day, This holiday ovours on the
18th of August ; at which time the ssason is supposed
to open for traffic with the nsighboaring coasts, and
nitive boats may ventiro out to sen.  1tisa duy of
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WMH&WH lqd.ﬁﬂ.ﬂmhj-
is abroad o seo the fair and the processions tist taka
place, Thousands from all parts of the islamd, ne-
semble npon (he sen shore in. Hack fay, even #o0 far
a8 Malsbar. Point, being acctmpanied by pricste,
Jogees, gosacts, and bearors and attendants, who
bring with them gilt cocon-nnis, flowers, mimio
temples, deitiea, packages of ciunabar, and all sorts of
things 10 by presntel as M Ao the ooenn,
Faquirs; aud o host of afher. wurfhions
charactors, miad with opium, bheeng, and arrack,
vary tho smusemonts of the phnmmm
titade, by acting the part of clowns in the most
grolesque and ridiculons manner, with their faces;
arms, and. lug:l dlulmi with paiuty and ther bodies

- - often
float. Tﬂplu.ﬂmn.udhﬂﬂ mﬁliw
mmumﬂmﬂnmm
Hindep is now mupposed to offer- up & prayer (o tha
Mlhh.vbm they venturo obes more o lampk
t[w#miuﬂil&fm-l hnmum%
expeditions, and that they may never suffor shipwrook.
After theso vain ceremonios sro. over, the. roads are
onece mare lined with Ihmhwhomml-lmgﬂ:m
way Lo the valive village, where & grand fair and
festival js gaing oo in honour of the day, - The night

_ R L
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. mommlly passed in drunkenness and rinting by the
“rabbla-portion 7 thaugh the respectable Hindoo, afler
prostrating himeclf in the temple, or bathing in the
sacrid tank, roburns home at an carly hour to recount
the many events wiaessed to the fomnale portion of kis
fumily ; women befug seldem allowed to participate in
thoso pleasures #o cagerly sought after by thetr scliily
lords. . 1tis a curious sight o stroll along the shore
the day after ‘this fedival of cocos-nuts, and find §b
covered for milos With heaps of paiuted wood, Sowns
and tinsel, which the ocesn, ono woald fascy, had.
iniguantly cas back again upon U bench ahs i

aver bl end ol SBep
merchant will allow his vessel to go to sca until after
the Elephanta gales haye pnssed away; yet the
Hindoo wailors look now upon shipwreck a8 im-
posiible, us they foel » sort of convietion, after thia
ceremony, that ‘old Father Ocean's anger hus been
appeased, and i any of 'them ares lost through their
religions” belief, which is ofton the case, particularly
during the dreadful horrieanes of the Elephanta, it is
put down' to' the score of not having made a proper
offering.

And now, for many weeks the eountry is rich and
lovely in all the glories of its florl productions, and
India may, in very truth, be ealled & laud of sunshine




104 ‘RECOLLEOTIONS OF ENDIA.
- Bwery are-mors loved and' thought of. They enter

into all Tndisn feasts and fostivals! ‘Turbans are -

prnimented with bunches of the large white jessa-
ming, lisd up with a roso in the covire : fowers are
striwed over the marrisge-beil, and hung in wroaths:
round the meeks ‘of the favourite deitios in all the
benpls 1 e places. s
' Ih:n:mwl the momsoana to & close, and
liave ent 4 to recall a fow ovonts connocted
witl this remarkablo featurs of the Indian year.
Frow their tarmination to February, th o
occur, but they are lisrdly to bo distinguished from
the hot and dry season that follows, The eost of
Bombay experiences the full effects of the south-west
mossomn. In July the min lnoresses in quantity,
and may be mid o atiain its maximom.  Slowly.
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CHAPTER IV,
‘*AMp near those mighty temples stand, ‘:—l
The miracles of mortal hand,
Where hidden from the common eye

The past lovg buried ieretsfieg o0 | 1 00

Thmmmnrm&g'm atioreed: . . =

;;numtman-ﬁmﬁu 1= T e <
= A ~ 't._» - i ]

The Old Temples of India. Hypogwa, or Subterraneous Caverng,
Traditions of the East. Priests and People.  Temples of Aboo, Why
Islands were selected. Pious journeyings. Mr,and Mre. H,  Mis-
sionary-bit fanatis. A Pienie. Beautios of an Indian morn.
ing. Scemery in the harbour. Native boats, Sea Birds and
pleturesque  objects.  Closer view of Elephants.  The Landing.
Delicious shade from the Sun. Stone Horse and Elephant.  The
handiark of Father Time. Tamarind Tree and Flowers. Punkah
Paluting. Native Villyge. Exeavated Rock. Hinds of Night. Lands
scape changes, The Great Temple of Elephants. Tale of a Tiger.
Description of the Interior of the Cavern, Parting with Friends,
&o.; &,

Tur old temples of India have long claimed from
the antiquary a large share of attention ; not only
but also because the period of their ercction appes
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obscurity, The hypogna, or soblasraseons cavem
rilurss, SoBecrting which wo have, ot prosent: fo
speak, ure, porbaps, the most remarkable mopuments
of Luman nr and porseverames to be mob with
in Asia.  Their prodigious extent, missivencss ‘of
structure, and variely of design, lead ns almast to
doulbt whether many of them were nob otiginally
_tataral cavities, onlirged and’ beantificd by tho hand
of wan. “fn tho mountaivs of the Soubah af Cash-
niere, 0o fowar than twelve thowsand of thess g
caverns have boen explored, and found to be composed
of o peribs of Apartments dnd reeviss supposed (o ba
bewn out of the solid rock. Thoso of Kailasa; near
Ellorn, which are 247 feet long, and nearly 15 wids,
are mid to contain all the mythological deities of
Hindoos, tliough  much. injured and dofaced by

tm
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own country, as oracles of wisdom and plety. The
alons are belisved to hava power 40 revial the sscrets
of the pust, or to draw nsids the curlain which
mervifally shrouds the future from human eyes
Their statements and writings only serve yet further
to perplex the confused accounts thai have been
Danded down from past-ages, and to make our con-

jeclares more tincortuin aud unsatisfactory. Thus,

tha wonderful moustaio-cavis and temples, situated
near the once flourishing, but vow nearly deserted
ciky of Dowlatabad, aro said o have been buili by
one Eclop, Hajah of ElUﬂhPUfﬂ: and {6 bo seven
thousand nine hnodred years old ; such, at loast, is

. "h . :: 2 g . - "I '-ﬁ -h
 Hindoo lemplos—once, Jﬂuml-m, thronged by wor-

shippers—now, lonely and silent,. Tha temples of
Aboo, a lofiy mpuntain range about forty miles from
the military station of Deesa, in Guwerat, have not

 bean long discovered, sud are peculiarly interesting
‘to ihe. traveller from the circumstance of their all
Hﬂtmmﬂ Hnlr.wl-ﬁihithv

H
FLi
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5

mnhﬂnhdfwhhhﬂu,mlﬂhiughknim
aceaunt,) with mom probability, It is nocessary to
bear in mind, that structures of this desoription
wuffer very littls [rom exposure to the dry

of-a onnizy like India. bpmm

‘the cas0 ia widely diferent. Here wp.
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-

irom \he spoler’s hand, (st thess “boildings slontd

be érected in places presenting great natural advan.

e
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tages in the way of seeurity. The officiating priests
and other officers conmected with these religious
establishments wero accustomed to reside upon the
gpot, in rooms set apart for their nccommodation ;
and the deluded” worshippers who came, often laden
with offerings, to pray, cared little for distance, or
for the difficulties of the rond; seeing that the more
dangers they encountered im these their pious
Jjourneyings, the more acceptable they believed their
service to be. Of the licentions character of $he
rites celcbrated in these Pagan temples, it is needless
here fo speak. Thsy have passed away. Enough,
however, remains'to show WMM
" wandering over some of these ruinous structures
once pollnted by the exercise of a vile and debasing
superstition, and crowded by a degraded multitude—
who were even, we may conclude, little better than
the people of Sodom, and like unto those of Gomorrah,
the words of the prophet Jeremiah flashed across my
mind :—* Every man is brutish in his knowledgo'
every founder is *ounfounded by the graven image:

for his molten image is falsehood—they are vanify
and the work of others : in the time of their visitation
Tuey suain Perisn.”®  Having said thos much in

® The Right Res. M. Russell, in his views of sncient and modern
Egypt, says—** There is a striking resemblanee known to subsist between
the fisages, the superstitions, the arts, and the' mythology of the ancient
inhabitants of Western India, to those of the frst seitlers on (e Upper
Nile. The temples of Nubia, for uun-ph.u‘h&n the:
whethor 28 to-style of architesturo or the mh!aﬂ d
they were devoted, with the similar buildings sn recently

L
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reference to the ancient religions buildings sestiored
mlmﬂl,lahﬂlw'rrprnmdmﬂuuihnmigh-
ful excursion to the island of Gorapor, better known,
perkaps, for redsous that will appear hevealer, by
the familiar name of Elephanta,

Tt was about throe monthe after the movsoons had
censedd to delige the land, fhat T recsived & note of
iuvhﬂmh%&'mmiaginih&ﬁ:_i;hmll .
hmm_wﬁmhdriﬂnmmm.m ;
had just eome down from Poomah, Al the great
peopls had gone to the Mahableshwue hills ; (hs
comumander-in-chisf having sot - the example by

me

Fxxmingd In the teighbourhood of Romloy. Ta otk s ¥ pomie
of Tan. sxiavatioon hewy out L the solid by af & hill of ek,

peeform Ueely devollons with all the seramouite pseiised (s thete Taod,

mﬁlhmmﬂmﬂHMUflhﬂrmﬂ-
sitlom—the fufur, e lingum, and the epent_m b can hardly be

e it s tetM 00 et 16 the, Luviem rrient fhe | * L

iba vat mmeepiion which appeus ta. alf they sl “'!

o 'ﬂmm&mwﬁ-“ﬂw 4

TR feple  Fdmaz, | ey i
franiller_of the mvm of Elobsite  THY I by
wlngutacly strilling | &8 srw, b fact, o1 4

archilertry, and that of the Fliskios. * = » Ty whem dnd ey whar
nlm-mmwhmnmm
mmhmmﬂm-n-hmm*
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proceeding thither jn great stale, surrounded by &
numeroits  retinue,  Those who. did not like the
trouble of climbing these mpuntains, that risa {0 an
clavation of soms 3036 fiet Lo the mouth of Bombay,
wﬂp.%@dm_m to fallow in the waka
of the Burrs Sl bt who ware naverthless gpxious
#f“ﬁdminmw which, at Pognal,, and in
tho neighbourbood, attend the hot season, geperally
steppod into their polanquing early in the moreing;
and, dismissing their bearers at the foot of the ghauts,
procveded by a fast coach to_ Panwelly and Bombsy,
the whola distanco being .only 75 .0r 50 milss. Sous
camnp o visit theis ohildren, who wore placed at good
bosrding-wchols,conlueted by Englih oy
‘some for_ciango of air, sl sen-bathing; and ofhers,
£ avoid being enrolled in the non-fashionable list of
kewpers-at-home ; to stay quietly at home for 3 whola
year being looked upon 28 & thing excoedingly cwiré
by the wilitary and merehant princes of the Hasg
“ywh, mpmiisthncu&tuflnnﬂinginghin Inddin,
sunually expend enormons sams in pleasurablo axour-
sious. 1 tmost heee introdace to, my. roailers tin twe
. persons whom I haye espevially mentioned as befo
_ prosent on the occasion o which I have alladed—
chamcters soldom met with in thaf gay ecountry.
Mr. aul Mes, HL. had passed the greater part of thei
Eves in India, and were singplarly attached to the
gountey in which they had acquired a cowpetent
connitations. Deing el lee, ad hving 5o purls
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inducemonts to retarn ta theie native lnd, they liad
purchasod or bully 4 cool bungalsw i the neighbour
hood of Poonah, sud lived nob for themselves along,
but for the poor benighted heathen around them ;
devoting to their advantage, a8 1 afterwanls learnad,

',pcrtﬁg:;;hplnum-;mhudlhrgnpﬂrﬁunurm

bonowralily acquired ‘fortune, These worthy people
had resisted or avoided (he tomplations into which so
many fall_in_thy carly partof their Indisn carerr,
little 0 say of thim that lh-ymnmﬁr in their
habits, strictly honaurablo ju their eugagements, and
above the folly of attempling t0 outshing othars, at
the expense of living beyond their own means, . T
were, in lact, (Wrigtians. ot only in name but fy
reality ;. and, as such, pursued the even tonor of theje
e Wt one fived prrpose ;

oftha oot whih et

and wiiomarg-die Fanatice; and were oyer ready, {1

Fturn‘good for evil.  Tha broken afficer, whe,
i of prosperity, had cut fhom as not being
_ of ton, fonnd b sholter nnder their hospitable
mof; and the gay and h : onee

tienis of his advancement (o litnl-ﬁmtf}fr'“'v r
Il wsefulness. In' eompany, thess excellent persony
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wera extromely cheerful ; however, o litile
of he stiffoces and fromlily of the old English
schodl of waoners.  The good lady's dress, too, exhi-
bited the fashions of a bygone age; and lier husband's
convermtion tumed much upon mﬁnmanquﬂ:r
omembered by tho present geeration. He spoke of
railways, 08 of something, the consequénces of which
it was diffivnlt to fathom ; and fuurod, m.m;;
perbaps, without reason, that in a few yeirs they
wonld quite chasge the chameter of his wﬁmf
and give them a dangerous taste for pleasar :
spinding t.luﬂr Sandays and hﬂﬁﬁp in; ﬂ:l Freach
‘party give by‘:ﬂn.#g- Bentinck, when all the
‘mative gentry wors first invited to mect the English
officers, and wers placed wpon o proper fobiog in
gogiety, with the Londoners of Leadenhall Street,.—
Dhuring the very agreeable cvening which 1 passed n
the su.clnl:y of these excellent porsons; it wik p-qpml,
that as. there several persons present who did
not reside in Bom r,mdwﬁnhduu )
charming scenery in its neighbonrhood, wf' !
armange a pic-nic party for the morrow; and the
Tland of Elephants was st length fixed npon as the
plaen to be visited. We separated, therefore, with the
understanding, that we shonlil meet at seven on EH
following morning, at the Apallo Bundd, ﬂn:n'
hmt. wﬁﬂmtmnmmmmh
gu:n.wﬁ'm,h ‘next day, I was up and rﬂ.r—»

%
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The morning was lovely ; but this, by-the-lve, is an'

unuecesary and truly English obsorvation, and one
which T was heartily langhed at for timkdng, on
meeting & friend in Indin—of? marnings being lovely
therd. On the present pecasion, the gurdéns and
compounds wero refrashod by the heavy night-devs,

seed-vesssls, appeared to be Ahan aver; and
the clondless sky was veflected. from ity amure depth
upen the bobom of & flowing tide, which came stealing
enward, in gentle ripples, towards the shore. G
of chiliren wero scampering abont naked ju the
water, and lﬂnwfng-th wives to roll over them, as
they swam out into the sea, and floatsd baclk agsin, to
#plashing each other, to venture oul ints tha
deliciomly cool elomenti Throngh -the epening in
my tent, made to admik at pleasura s grateful broszs
of the morming, 1 could command. the view: noross
i an - far ga Hllahu-'puint, where, ad- T
werved, a flag was fioating in the grounds. attachod
to tho residence of the Governor of 1) who
H ﬁm.:' ‘L . g g v 3

eveaing, and the roturning garringes of whos guests

had distarbod me ducing the night. Perehed upon »

picee of ok not yot eovered by the advancing tide, *

& party of oystes-catehiers wero pluming their feathers,

T
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and spreading out their wings to dry; and dowons of
mnd-pipers and other aquatic birds wire lo bo seen
sparting near fho low, bushy mangroves, and frasting
upan the maring insects which infest. thoir leaves.—
The paowaey. mﬂuﬁ.r wiere proparing . fur the
supply of the, diflernt hodses and touts, Dy flling
l.hnr.hqﬂp-nﬂuha with wator, at the large tanks
on the etplanade; and acamel-driver was leading bagk
to the encampment under the walls, & poor stray
camel, that limped o good deal, aa if foot-sore from
n ]nnﬂ journgy over rough mountain- an-l;
1A l-'rtahwrwl' BUVEn Wi hl!gd

of the English mmg;nm;ﬁmmp
Apullo BM ‘a few friends, who had
qunﬂ;pwahﬂ’ with myself; nor had we long
o wait for the rest of the party. It proved, however,
a5 it always docs, whenever a pic-nie party muosters,
that a great many necessary articles had been for-
gotten.  First, it was discoyered that Mr. C,, the
musical man of the party, had forgotten his mupn{
The case, indeod, bad been duly 2ent down
watee-side, bot the instrument was missing.

we found that we had no powder-flask smong us,
and that thure were mo percussion-eaps to fit the
pistols thal wore to be discharged in the caves; asd
lastly, it sppeared that no gentleman had brought a
cark-screw.  To supply these various deficicncics took
time: and it was nearly ﬂghlocloek,lnfﬂgm
thllﬂl@nnuhruhfﬂﬂhndq:ﬁutnﬂim
on board, we - pushed off from the pisr, aud paddled

a
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out into the bay, %0 as £ obtain the full benefit of a
flowing tide, and of the slight breeze which attended
it. The heat, even at this comparatively early hour,
‘was most oppressive, and the ladies’ punkahs were
put upon active service, as we slowly drifted past the
walls of the Fort. Mr. and Mrs, H. had declined to
take part in our excursion, but had promised to meet
us in the evening, and learn the events of the day.
The scenery around us was striking; on our right
was the Mahratta shore, with the high western chain
of ghauts towering above it ; on our left was Bombay
with its spires, and mosques, massive fortifications,
and old Mohammedan tombs, glittering in the bright
morning sun; with here and there an enormous
cocoa-nut tree rising majestically from the mass of
public buildings; behind us was the open sea and
Colabah ; and before us & strange little mound or
green hillock, peeping above the waters, and known
to mauny as Cross or Gibbet Tsland : some notorious
pirates having once paid there the penalty of their
erimes; and not far off were Butcher's Island and
Blephanta. My satisfaction was for a moment inter-
‘rupted by our passing close under the stern of a large
English ship, which had  Liverpool” painted under
her counter. My beloved country, so many thousand
miles distant, was at once forcibly recalled $o my
recollection ; so easily will a trivial circumstance
change the current of our thoughts; and cast a shadow
on the brightest hours which we enjoy upon earth.
Anchored around us were some strange rigged
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vessols from (e Tod Sem and Pirsian Golf, Arabian
liilt, with high prows ; and each orphmentad by a
lmge fignre of some faveurite idol, curionaly oarvod.
Theso vessils hal t over for siliy horses, and
other products of ir canniry ; all which find a
roady market in Bombay.  Here wero nntive hoats,
wilh mat-covared lonses on deck, sud Taden with
billeds of wood from tho Malabar coxst, to supply the
faneeal pyres, which may bo seon of an ovening, in
Tack Bay, blaging high up into the heavens From
the sides of these vessels wore hung soveral pumpking,
Targe encugh {0 have aecommodatod, With esse, two
covos-nuts, &e., trom which might bo inforred the
aturc of $he sailors” firo while on board. A fow
_ﬁlhhg-boih kept us company for aboul two miles.
PTho fishormon had caught somo fine pomfret and
bumbalo for the supply of the markets on the {sland.
The rude sud primitive character of their nets and
tackle, the hoats, and wild-looking dress of thosa on
board, recalled to my remembrance tho passage in St
Mark's Clospel, in which our Savionr is spoken of as
ywalking o fho Sea of Galilee, nd secing Simon and
Androw 138 brothér castiig & net into the sea; and
{hen came the thought, that though eighteen oomturies
had rolled away sinee our blessed Saviour promised to
make his disciples © fishiérs of mmen,” the poor
benighted men beforo meo were ulterly iguovant of
those great and saving truthis which wers dastined, in
the fuliess of time, 10 1 spread, not only « through-
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out all the regions wound about Gallilee,” but

throughout the M of the habitable globe! Truly,
“the harvest is indeed plenteous, but the labourers
are few.”

A spevies of sea-eagle and Some ofher large birds
were at this time wheeling over our heads, and occa-
sionally diving down ints the deép blue waves, as their
keen eyes detected, among the small ry that sported
there, any fitting prey ; then they would shoot up.
again, with a “ ha-ha,” like the note of our laughing-
gull, into the aznre sky, and there remain poised, and
motionless. Tt was the first time I had seen so much
of the rich beauty of Indian scenery, In whatever
direction ‘the eye wandered, some charming and pic-
turesque object presented itself, till the retina was
almost pained by the quick succession of brilliant and
glowing images. The rich tints of the distant moun-
tains, clothed in their emerald herbage—the islands
around us—the City of Bombay and its shipping in
the distance—the sea—the heavens—all contributed
to form a picture indesc:riba.bly beautiful ; T gazed—
and gazed—and could scarcely help exclaiming—

‘* These are thy glorions warks, Parent of Good !
Almighty!  Thine this universal frame, ot

To us invisibie, or dimly seen, in
These thy lowest works : yet these dsclare
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine I*

,On drawing near to Elephanta, T was enraptured
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by a closer view of that island, [ringed with palms
to the water's edge, and having the sides of its lofty
conical hills covered by a variety of plants, that were
to me unknown, Patches of bare rock near the
shore, relieved, however, by over-shadowing brush-
wood and luxuriant creepers, and here and there
affording, by their many fissures, firm hold for a
solitary cocoa-nut tree, gaye a truly oriental character
to the landscape. Tt was in yain that you tried to
liken it to any English scenery ; these trees effectually
broke the spell. The boat was steered. into a little
bay or ereck, where some of the inliabitants of the
island had assembled to witness our debarkation, and
had kindly waded in up to their arm-pits to pnll the
boat as high as possible on to the strand. Some
children added a little to our amusement just at this
place, by leaping into the sea from a piece of rock,
and diving for a considerable way across the pussage
we were cantiously steering throngh, We had now
been just fwo hours upon the water, and some of our
party began to long for the cool wells of Elephanta’s
caves, and their embowering shades. A gentleman,
who was an old resident in Bombay, and who had
taken charge of many a merry party to this island,
promised.to introduce us to all its beauties, and to
clucidate the many curious matters which we were
about fo see. Mr. €. was a member of that pecnliar
grade of Indian Sogiety, who have sprung from
European fatbers by native mothors. He had been
well educated, was an accomplished and agrecable
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man, and bad delighto us during the voyage with
strapa of n most romantic and singnlaedifs,  Ho owas,
in fact, one of those mondeseript personages 80 ofien
met with in onr Eastern prosidoneics; who know
overything, and are known by everybody.

After pomo little dificully we effected o landing
om the enstern side of the island; which landing,
however, was- rendered mather dungerous and dis-
agroeable from the ircumstanco that the spring tide
partly covered numbers of huge rocks and stones
which bad, in the eourse of time, basn #aversd from
the mountain, and which had rolled down below

high-water-mark. To keep the boat dear of these

impediments, and run her 85 near as possible to the
shoee, had beem & work of much anxicty to the
ownors ; for Indian pleasure-boats of this description
aro but elightly boilt, and will not stand mach
grinding on & gravelly bottom.  As it was, wo
gentlemcn bad to wade on share; so that the boat,
thns lightened, might float to a Jittle jetty of rocks
wiich enclosed a fishing ground, and upon which the
Tndies were enabled to land. Ouee more upon tarr
firma, we gave into the elisrge ol bwo servants who had
aceompanivd us, fhe baskets of eatahles ; and haviog
selocted, out of ten or n dozen pouple eager for the
office, eme guide who professed to talk & little English,
bat who génerlly lapsed into tad Malimtis beforo
he had finished a wmtenee, we poescded i in single
file vp & narrow foot-path, hall hid by luir prickly
shrubs and trees, and affording o deliciovs shade after
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tho half-honr's exposure upon fhe suany beach,  Had
w lnndod on tho other gide of the island, we should

have Leen. spared the. bronlle. of going round to soo

the colehratod stono eliphant, which is carveld ouk of
the eolid rock, and which has given an imperishablo
namo to this island.  This fignre has been split into
parts ; but whether by acecidont or design, appuears to
ba vory doubtful. Seme attribute. thiv nct to the
. Portogaese ; since thoy, on their invasion of Todia,
are belioved to have eonsidored it a roligions duty
to destroy every object conpooted with the pagan
worship of the natives, Tho etatao of (he Elephant
in szituated on the acclivity of a lﬂl, nbont 250
dguut of  worship .H‘“I:Il hﬁii-g an I.'hl iu[-nd.
.hlwng‘ihu Hindee deities wo find that Ganesm, who
ti a portly personage with tho head of an elephant,
was ot ouo dme so hepoured apd rovered, that no
roligions work ecould be undertaken without fiest
invoking n blessing from him. - Henco we may
conclnde, that the stone elephant here had poenliar
bonours paid to him befors the devoteos
the hill to the temple. Time is fust completing the
destruction of this interesting wolic of a past age.
In 1814, the hoad and neck becamo disunitod from
the eoloesal trowk ; and this portion of the fgure

Fivn porlly buried in the sandy soll. Some albdbute

this u-cf.n:ld misfortuoe to o slight ehock of an

mﬂ:quh: ~others to the graleal decay of the

black stome out of which the statue is carved ; and
q .

b e
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this last opinion appears to be reasonable ; for, with
a little effort, it is easy to detach large scales from
the stone. But writers on the antiquities of this
island think, that the splitting of the figure was
caused by gunpowder, and was the work of the
Portuguese in their religious zeal o annihilate every
memorial here. Not far from the elephant stands
the figure of a horse cut out from the same material,
and called the * Horse of Alexander” in memory, as
some suppose, of Alexander the Great, to whom, with
no greater probability, as Mr. Dalrymple obseryes,
have also been attributed the excavations fo which
this island owes its celebrity. Alexander, as T should
imagine, in the midst of his great designs and great
achievements, had matters of more importance to
attend to, than the carving of Hindoo deities in this
unimportant. jsland. ~ Be this as it may, the stone
India, aud perhaps this part of it, was one of his
last conquests, it is just possible, that this hero of a
thousand battles might pay a visit to this small
island, and record the event upon one of its rocky
hill-sides after the fashion of the Romans. .

But to proceed ; we found the path very steep and
rugged, and moreover encumbered by loose stones ;
the late rains having, as our guide informed us,
carried sway much of the soil, and thus rendering
our footing very insecure. 'We saw some very fine
tamarind trees, hung with their thin long green pods,
bat not sufficiently ripe to be gathered. The tamarind js

-
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a beautiful spreading troe ; if# loaves are wing-shaped
or pinnated abruptly, being cotaposed of sixteen or
eighteen pairs of green leaflets growing on the stem,
and. covered with a fipe nif!.; down,  Its flowers
grow in lonse humkﬁﬂp&nl&wth sidis of Mg
branches; the ealix and petals are of a yellow Ennh
variegated with rod velns; the frult, which Is n.tl!m v
waluable artiale of expart, is generally. proserved i n
Todia withont any symp,  The natives ealorfain
some strange ideas respecting this tree, and tell you

uight. H.u:r up]]uului. ag..q. o

of buiqnﬂd, Tetter Jknown a5 tun Iaunh.h. or fan-
"Flm, sprond ont its cirolo of united laavios, procoeding
from a shork, s4iif fool-stalle.  This plant appeired {o
flinriah well hore ; for woe saw dozens of it in varons
stages of geowili; somo g0 yoang as pot Lo have burst
from their gases ; others, many fect high, and stiff
‘:ﬂ ey o the Loyl ; mundnngmm-buuﬂm
struck.  Thure was mlhipg o t_'qqr

these vegetable *mdmﬁmguﬂmudnithnm:-r
defensive armour like spoar points, that it was diffieult
to beligye they were actually growing, The Llindoes
have converted them to many uwseful purposcs ; the
large. plants are used for reofing, and. l&#nﬁn re

Mﬁmﬂﬂwwm s

lhntut.uur_rﬂmgmuqtnuhppundghduﬁnjm. .
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press, whero they remmin (il quite dey, and suf-
ficiently flat to ho painted upon, Dieds and fignres
are aften boautifully exeented upon them ; after whiclh
they ate highly vamishod, shaped into fans or BErens,
and attached to ormamented handlm. The inferior
loaves have the natural stalk for o handle, and can be
porchasod for an*amna, or w0, in the bagaars at
Bombay. Tn situations favourable to its growth and ,
free oxpansion, this palm ablains 2 comsiderabla sisn, o
and adds muck to the beauly of Tndian, forest-soonery, -
casting A gratelul shadow over the weary wayfarer
whon the sun Las risem - upon the earth, y AT

Aftor 8 quarter of an hour's joumey up the steep
path-way that wound betweon two hills rising
abruptly on both sides of us, which journey was
dimiﬁaiﬂhynﬂnr_ﬂlqnﬂbrm&luﬂnqd -
wach & kind, howcver, as railer to inowase the
mnlhmh,nnii:ﬂnim:nhmnﬂ‘mﬂ :
Inhnﬂ,lﬂ&,h:ﬂﬂ!pninu:,uwnndm x
Jordalde,  Some wrotohed-locking women exme oub |
fo fake o peep at us, attendid by thirty or forky |
Iackall-bred dogs, who sot up a howl lood evough
to be beard all over ghe island.  As thess dogs camo
dashini Wtongh the Jungle towards s, I ruised my
gun and fook & stoady sim: &t ho most daring ; vt
no sooner did be suspéct my intoution, than e turnod:
tal, followsd by the pack, and away thiey sut OFF-full
allop down the il and wer soon logk to ohsorvation. -
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amidst the tangled foliage belgw wa. - The inhalitants

of this long willage, the ooly ong 1 believe onthe .

islaml, appeared to be & vace quite different from
thoso 'of Bombay; and as we saw many

nmnprmdwilu&y,loudﬂ,-ihﬂhqdnﬁtﬂ
their pﬂﬂnl‘;ﬂll:ppnﬂﬁm.thmﬁﬂm

thim.  Having walked aboud a quarter of 2 mila

furthor, “wo. hnlied under tho shadow of an over-
banging rock, in- which was. excavated ) o “lirge
chamber. Om each sido of the entrance to-this
cliambar, were ruds figures: which lad - once repre-
sentod mon, but which were now m-ﬂm
iy g et b s

mwwm hﬂww m
anmwmm@q{u figure seon
in Egyptian architeetare) but without the projecting
slnb on the bope + T peoped in, tmt was repelled, Ly its
vory uninviting appearance, from exploring thia
cliamber, the foor and sides of which were eostod
with o slimy sort of med-that had Sltered Wirough
thro kil ; besides this, somo ano spoke of snakes and
. cenfipeles as taking up their lodging thers ; aud tlmt
docided me ot obeo, Thero seomed 0 b o rmdo altar
erocted in the ceotre ; hot all was gloomy, n.m:lu!‘
conrsg \wymduhm.-lly soen from tho  outside.

thirew im o fow stones, which had the offect of m.rl.lmg

tﬂmmmhnﬂ.ﬂhﬂﬂu!mm
h& y

*
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. Win_sestad horo, somis time, the view from

bl
Wpudtmu being very imposing and. cxtensive,
Dark shadows were cast upou the sea from the

adjuining land ; aod the olfects on the MT

const, which bofore bad been but indistinctly B,
were now lirought out info fine relief by the sunshine,
which_quite changed the ebaricter of the laad-
scapa, thoughmlﬁmlhthﬂhlﬂﬂuwng frow ita
beauty. Thete wos s swept. tranguillity abous the

place at this .,.Hmruﬁg;- Ahat lad Tife |
sought the ullll:l?; m Sy e

butterfly, that “child of the sun” had

burnishod and mmy—hnhnl wings, and had hid himsclf,
for prodection, in the ecups of the drooping fowers; tha
vory air way till, and laden with grateful odours.  As
llmnmthahmtw“mmm.mdmuenfmrm

caaipy %&4 bt ke, Mw
which md,mnll llm moun-
hm. and led us to its opposite gide, ITere the RCUTOY

party had o walk first, in order fo beat down, with
qﬁ;k_, the Itz arrow-grass and prickly thorns, befors

it was. possibile for 2he Jadies t0 attompt to descond tha '. _
bill. - However, with soae slight diffiulties, such as

the tearing of veils, and @ of Homnees, we

made our way througe thoso obutactes that concealod

the pathway and the gluth, and found BI#IITH
snddenly standing before the grest cavern pﬂpﬁ,#

L aven fho gandy o
folded bis

_i

hare @ different charaster; and the gentlemen of tha '.

|
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Temple of Elephanta—a place which once boasted of
more pilgrims to ifs many shrines, than ever visited
the shrine of the holy prophet at Mecca. We were
all glad that onr fatigues were over, and no one, per-
haps, more so than myself; for I had not yet become
inured to the climate. Heated as we were, we all
felt afraid of exposing ourselves too soon to the cool
temperature of the inviting cavern that yawned hefore
us; so while we sat resting ourselves, one of our
party beguiled the time by relating an anecdote having
reference to the Island of Salsette, of which, from the
elevated spot which we occupied, we had an excellent
view. This lmodote,_ia lt“‘hli"istaet trath to
recommend it, T nh!f now pmganl to my readers;
and we may call it a

TALE OF A TIGER.

Some years ago (for T cannot be certain as to the
exact time), a party of officers from the barracks were
strolling along shore, near Sion Fort, Bombay, when
one of them; who was on the look-untfursh'lygme,
perceived something, which had evidently Teft Salsette,
swimming towards Bombay ; and, to all appearance,
likely to land near the spot on which they stood. As
the natives never bathe in this bay, on nccount of tha
sharks which infest it, the whale party felt satisfied
that it was not @ man, On o sudden, it altered ita
course, and landed higher up than was expected ;
when, greatly t the astonishment of the officers, they



o | o

fuw thal it was noitho thore nor lees. than & Gou, fulle

i!';'"'_'w The beast, having given limsoll two or

" tharen shakes, fikv o Newfoundland dog, teotted quickly:

. up/ths beaoh; towards some small cottages; and ssizod,

wear the door of one of them, 4 litte- child who was

thare plaging, sud whom Int il no doulbit marknd o
he was awimming.  Tho shricks of the terrifed olifld

a3

¥
[
L

9
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-

hﬂ'ﬂnﬁh‘lﬂtﬁmtﬁom:m pirsons, who, . *

howaver, on learning the cireumstaticos of the cnss,
disappeared again s quickly as they Nad omo.  The

officers, two or three of whom "‘.&h-m boldly

hinstened townrds tho  sceno’ of dasger; but before
they had ot within shot of him, the monarch of the
Jungla quitted his holdof the child, walked batk
yuiatly to tho sen, and had swam about twonty yands
tuck agaf, when o ball frou 8 rifl put a siop o kis

o sy i v, pluged
hn-dizgvlonred waves. --‘lﬁlﬂhﬂ_&m prooured ;
anl after sme- trouble the folde animal was draged
on shigfs in/truwpl, amid the choers of numbers who
had boeteatiricted o tho. spot. ~ The skin was taken

to Bumbay, snd the officer who. had shot the tigee

weouivol o good sum from the East India Company.
Tife-wasn, thiey b offered for- overy lion awd tigee
sliot in 'the cog; was, 1 believe, twenty ponnds for

o Tion, and Gfttest for'a figors but T am not quite

P

cortain a5 to tho' amomb.  TLiS was the last tiger

killel or 2o oear Bombay, and was supposed to
have swum over to Salsoite From  tho mpin Jand ; o8

il ;'.._ iy

S m - i e
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that ialand, nfter this invasion, was protty well hnnted
upy by many an adventurous party, in the hope of
gaining o similar rewned, but without snooess,  This
listlo story was relabed to mo by a beother of the

gullant officer of the riflo. The child, most firfuontely,

waa wore {eightened than hurt, : g
During the time oconpied by the relation of this
thoronghly Indian ancedole, and by the conversation to
which it gave rise, our party had becoms coul ; and,
aotordingly, wo propared to antar

‘ITIE ﬂA'_FI- v y

 Numborless nllt!hhu-l Tave boan mado hrﬂu
lovers of antiquities, to ihis sublerrancan templs,
termed by Mr. Maorice, “the wonder of Asia,” the
oxeavation of which has been attributed to Semiramis,
as woll 8 to the pgreat Alexander. Three spacious
entrances are afforded between four rows of massiye
columns in ihe Lrow of the hill, sbout half-way up

its oxtent ood extraordinary sculptures gradually

revimled thomselves to my  astonished gam. 1

mumuiupmtmmyrudnn s minuto

correct description of what I saw hore, and

1 had each figure and compartmont particalarly

axplained to m:tﬂnﬁmwlpﬁm&:ﬂ
n

§_

-
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versed in the mythological history of Hindostan, yet
as memory cannot be depended upon, and as my
notes are imperfect with regard to the dimensions
of the figures, and other matters of importance, I am
indebted in this matter to Manurice, Niebuhr, and
some other celebrated writers on India, for the
following account of the interior :—% The length of
this. temple, measuring from the entrance, which is
on the north-side, is 130 feet, and its breadth 123
feet : the floor mot being level, the height varies
from 15 to 17} feet. The roof was supported by
twenty-six pillars and eight pilasters, disposed in
four rows; but several of the pillars are brokem.
Each column stands upon a square pedestal, and is
fluted ; but, instead of being cylindrical, is gradually
enlarged towards the middle. Above the tops of
the column & kind of ridge has been cut to resemble
a beam about twelve inches square, and this is richly
carved.  Along the sides of the temple are cut
between forty and fifty colossal figures, in height
from twelve to fifteen feet—nome of them being
entirely detached from the wall. Some of those
figures have on their head a kind of helmet ; others
wear crowns, with rich devices; and others again
are without any other covering than curled and
flowing hair. Some of them have four, and others
six hands, holding sceptres, shields, symbols of
justice, ensigns of religion, weapons of war, and
trophies of _peace. On the south-side, facing the
entrance, is an enormous bust with three faces,
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representing the triple deity, Brahma, Vishneu, and
Siva ;—Brahma, the creator, oceupies the centre
position.. This face measures five feet in length ;
the width from the ear to the middle of the nose is
three feet four inches; the width of the whole figure
is near twenty feet. On the right is the Preserver,
Vishnen; and Siva, the destroyer, is on the left,
having in his hand a Cobra Capella, or hooded snake,
and on his cap a human skull. To the left of this
bust, amid a group of uncouth figures, is one, &
female form, to which Nicbulr bas given the name
of Amazon, from the fact of its being without the
right breast. This figure has four arms. The right
fore-um:w&auponthehudofabuﬂ, the left
fore-arm hangs down, and once contained something
which is mow mutilated and undistingnishable, The
hand of the right arm grasps a Cobra Capella, and
that of the hinder left arm holds a shield.” At the
east end is a passage, about ecighteen feet long,
terminating in an open space that admits the light
through a sort of shaft-hole in the rock, and eon=
taining a delicions spring of the finest water to be
found in this part of India. As Bombay has long
been proverbial for the badness of its water, the table
of the governor is occasionally supplied from this
delicions spring; and many who are about to sail
from the country lay in a few dozens of it for the
voyage, as it keeps well. The approach to this
place is guarded by four figures, fourteen feet high ;
beautifully executed, and more perfect than any to be

%
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found in this templo. At the wost ond, and almost
opposito the passage that loads to the woll, is & Toom
_pr recess ahond twenty foet square, baving, in the
centre of it, an altar, upon which ars placed symbals
~of & wonship, % offensive to Ewropean notions of
dilicany.” % The enirance to {lhis recess is alo
guarded by, cight naked figures, ench 134 feek high,
seillptured in & manner which shows that the people
hrwhmthuymmmidmuihmmdl
o progress in the stainary's arl” The
whulnu[thupmhmufﬂiim‘hhumry
ruingus condition, and the rool appoars to bo fast
ginking in ; thus threatoning a specdy destruction (o
this altar and its detostable aceompaniments.  The
floor is hoaped up with rubbish $hat has crumbled
from {ho side walls; and has doubtless considerably
diminished the height of the spartment. The same
may he “aid ‘of the other rooms. This, as my
friend privately told ma, is called the chamber of
abominations. He &wrtod, that, ever in his
memory, the whole of the temple was much changad
for the worse. The mins are permitted to lodge
within them fonr months out of the twelve; though
a day ar two's labour, and & few rupees cxpended in
mkhgupmduﬁn,wﬂ&mﬁ-uimc
monuments from desteuction. He thought that when
ﬂm]ﬁﬂuﬂuhnﬂﬁwm,thmhdmlhwnm
bury all. I heard it stated in Bombay, that when
the DPortugnese visited this island, they were %0
harrified by the character of llutht.hmhnﬂl,

43
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that they ardered n pioce of heavily loaded eannon
to be planted opposite the entrance, with the hope
of destroying the principal pillars that support the
mu{,u:lhq:mihuumlhmdth
mountsin aboye it

nnnhﬂnlmhnmm.ummd Like
all the works of man, this wonderful excavation is
fast grambling away henuath the grest Spoiler's hand

Thimkikplf{ln&m&puwdctyhﬂmm.

and is fast perizhing from age snd lung exposure to
the atmosphers ; and the exve hﬂ.lngbmw

h;a e’ diveciud.
-m tnplaﬁgm Ilu'llmhmwnwu
‘ sourco of strange conjecture 45 to its real meaning,
and was long supposul to represent the Hindoo
trind ; thongh many believe it to be simply & figaro
of Siva, to whom this témplo, and almost all similar
structures in the West of aro dedicated. . This
_mﬁhmmﬁmﬂw
of Sive, tho god of des ; and as we are now
in the midst of the h n gods and goddesses, o
fuw words about the celebrated Hindoo trinity may
not prove unmtaﬂtmgHrmymdm The sacred
. books of Indin distinetly recogmise the cxistence of
mmp'umnli mlmbhﬁu}hulﬂkﬂhd}h
; am der"iFEiIhlm J'l. s
‘lﬂll:mlhhm of the Vedas, from
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loxts we are emabled to glean their doctrings ros-
pecting the nature and attrilutes of the Deity,  The
following, extmcted from the Giayatri, or haly
passapes, shows us what sullime ideas they enter-
tained respecting the Groat Invisible Ogpe,

“ Lot vs adore the supremacy of that divine s
the Godhend, who illominstes all, who ereates all,
from whom all proeced, to whom all mnst roturn,
whom we invoke to direct oar understandings aright
in aur progress tawardy his wah, :

* What the sun and. Tight ave to this visible world,
that are the Supreme Good and Trath fo the intellec-
tual and invisiblo universs ; and ag our earporeal ayeg

have n distinet perception of olijects enlightennd hy
the sun, thus our souls acquire certain knowladge by
meditating on the light of truth which emanates from
o R i e 5y i o

Wik bl o f e e
firmly; withont eyes his seos; without cars he hoars
all ; Lie knows whatever' e be known ; but thors is
none who knows him. Him the wise call the Cireat
Supreme Porvading Spirit,”

'I:I__:‘lhgﬂ’ip:l_nu trinity, Bralma, who stands at the
head, iy looked wpon ns the authior of the world. Ho
is represented ﬁj:nmrmdmﬂ evarythiog out of
himself, and all th 8L was, or is, partakes of his eszence,
Wo cannot bub. sl at the history of his origin,—
The Supreme mind is =id to have deposited an egg
in the waters, which it created, and which oz

A

e 't
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remained there inactive for many million years, till
Brahma, who was snug inside of it, willed that its
shell should break; and thus was he born in the
form of a divine male, to be for ever famed, throughout
all worlds, as the great forefather of spirits. Brabma,
considering his high position, and his relation o the
Supreme Mind, has but few honours paid him ; only
two or three temples having been erected to his
especial service in India.

Vishnu, on the contrary, has many followers. He
is represented in the sacred bocks as the Deliverer,
ever ready to interpose between man and any danger
that threatens his race. He is thought to descend
frequently to this earth, in various animated forms :
for marvellous and amusing are the transformations
aseribed to him. He first made his appearance as a
fish, of such small dimensions as to be easily placed
in a chattee of water; but he gradually expanded,
until a cistern, a pool, and a lake, were too small to
Lold this growing god. He was consequently thrown
into the sea, where he destroyed a giant, and appeared
blazing like molten gold, a million of leagues in extent.
Changing here to a boar, he raised, with his tusks,
from the bottom of the sea, our earth, and then sunk
out of sight. Wonderful are the works ascribed to
Vishnu ; but we have quoted sufficient to satisfy the
reader of their absurdity, and will now turn to the
third member of the Hindoo triad, to whom the
temple of Elephanta is supposed to be dedicated.

Siva is represented as of a bright silver colonr—
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sametimes having five faces, and &t other times only {
one with three eyet. The history of his_exploits are i
dhnguuﬂumtunl; and a female partner is mixod
up with his adventures, callod Doorga, who ia b ’
pringipal of the female duities—a. warlike and terrifio
ereature, and originally called Parvati, until sbe alow
the gmat of that name who had made slaves of the
gods, and destroyod him by causing nine millions of
warriors fo isao from her body, to fight against his
army of & hundred millions: of chariots, and ene
hundred and twooty milli of clophants, Aficr
t!.hﬁummhu,hmﬁmkthuﬁdﬁﬁp
encmy, which name was graciously bestowed dn her
by the emancipatud gods
Doorga and Kalss bave more worshippers than
suy other god or in Iodia, and (heir temples
Lo this harrid woman, and hor friend Kaleo, They
recoguiso the latter as” the only goddess cndusd withy
power sufficient fo protoot theti from discovery during
their pillaging excursions, Consequently, Kaleo i 3
most pogialar divinity,. invoked by dark incantations
h%.ﬂh}nﬂiqum anlawinl veension or

- - "

gpoaking of the ﬂwﬂ-ﬂrmm Inidin,

the matorials of ihe Grecian wythology, thougly
witenod and beautified Ly that poctical imagination,

*

-
v
-
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which formed, in ancient times, the golden age of
poetry upon earth.” The lines of Mrs. Maclean on
this subject are doubtless familiar to many of my
readers. In allusion to 'Emn,na to the gloomy
superstitions of thsEust, as wellnhthesphtu&cot'
the Greeks,
ad T turn, beneath their softer sky,

All that was fuith to poetry ;"

She thus writes :

‘¢ Henee had the Greeian fables birtl, ] o ‘
And wandered mw-q = e o
m ﬂrm m: “vislon m
For all of terrible and strange,

_ That from these gloomy caverns sprung,
From Greece reeciv'd a graceful change,
That spoke another sky and tongue,

A finer eye, a gentler hand,
Than iv their mative Hindoo land "

Thousands of devotees are siid to have paid ‘annual
visits to this temp!euf.Elqihnh, from all pirh of
the country ; and even after the breaking up of its
shrines, and the scattering of its priests, the cave was
not entirely deserted by the deluded worshippers; who
still fancied its headless gods had power enough left
to hear their prayers, and to accept their vain obla--
tions. Now, its glory has departed from if, and * the'

sound of the church-going-bell,” md&n%
slumbering waters, from Bombay, i w

echo wmong the mountains and caves, and omce pol-
s
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Iugod temples, that formerly resotnded to the Binagical
W of its pilgrims, and the dinning tnn-tom
“that attends thoir coromonics.  Death and time have
" hieng bushed all into silence.  The people whose boast
these wondeous structures must gnco have been, have
long passed away, and their memory bas long heen
forgotten in the land. Tt us hope, that a hrighter
mﬂhppu&u;huﬂ:mq}m India, and that its
poor and benighted people, s Tong téglected, may yot
live 1o bless the means that are now working tage(ler
for their good, urltnwﬁuﬁip &ntmnndn'ﬂy God,
who dwelloth not in temples made with hands,

We will now roturn £o ouir party, whom wo Juft
unpacking haskets, and spreading out on & China
mat the various matters wo had brought from
Bambay, Some of the ladies quuh;l on  having

coffes; and & Kilmugpr soat to
mﬂt ﬂ“m\:“uma- ‘at which
commission Imhr M’M},

it did vot eome within his regular code of duties aa
a head-fable servant to perform sueh menial offices 3
howgver, by a littlo persuagion, and by the promise
of gome, Tuxury, the name of which was nnknown
u‘h, In-nﬁqqmd to go, nod seon rotuened with
mlmﬂ'ﬂlﬂdiph;uinﬂd r, who made
s 4 m&m& %ﬂ s in

Hindostanoe, hak ho was governor of the

island, and liad charge of the tmn; , oyl that Tt was
hiis duty to & that uo one wantenly injured any of
the figures.  He was invited (o partake of whot he
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saw beforo bim ; and a5 poon as wo had enllicicntly
refroshed onrselves, bo rognesled s all to bend our
steps towards the Fiimupti, and hear the wonderful
things le had to Ey concerningit. These ll:l:ngnuﬂ,
and thoy amotinted to nothing mbrw than what T have
stated ; he made us amother very respectful malaam,
and several to the individuals whio, after the fashion of
the gipay, erossed his open palm witl s shining rupes oe
two, and vauished aa unexpectodly as be knd appeared;
Teaving those who nndevstood his linguage bettse
than I did, exceedingly amuged by liis parting ﬁ!‘_,
The Ticat had not, destroyed our Mlﬂf @%
mouster fignres i the. lost searo i during the
intervsting  service ;&_rj,_!ﬁy: %ﬁ combined,
Humottrous anecdotes related by the Auglo-Indian
gave & wost fo the entertalnment, and songs and
music now colivensd our lidtlo parly.  Bome of
these songs haviog reference to the eountry, I shall
endeavour to present o fres vorsion of one of them,

with all its imperfections, to my indulgent readers :—

o The e daks low, the algun-Sows biows
) Anil scents the siliry alr
p Tho camel s yon solbin ree,
Fodids umdber him the weesied Kies,
No birthen pew b bk,

The vampire mils rosnd temple ald L
W hare legeadory tale dtodd ¥y

O Docrgaa® Geere alfienr =i, -,
Thes bulbl singe his farvwdll dotig CI‘ -
mmm%;- -

ﬂm - gaim Vil 7
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o = W - Tosp their sreets npon the wiig
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iX - ﬂemhlhnul.hﬂds,
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The peacvek, hrightee'd b “‘.l'!l“ﬂﬂf
Tt deuhs b henrens at chosing day,
= M%ph#&uhm,
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:_ AT promérary indl and mintter Gt
s Farh proyes s IF 1t wore U Last
That thery showld #rer sy
Whillo inevsse bies b et found, -
_NMW'&M {
Tt thi Sliloos peap.

nmm- 4=
> -.mullulﬁqi&-ruum. . -
- Pie bl R o s ooty y .
Tiamoe kil tranquillity are Dhare
Regardlen of the momow's cam,
Contentment I D lot,

The caves of Eﬂ;ﬂhﬁtﬂﬂq‘ﬂl may M
often visited ; the ly seven nuiles
Bumh}ﬂ-lﬁ;ﬂﬂ ﬂll Makratia &

Tho " truvollor: s ‘ap, it i aiid, 45" I:I!n.fgﬂ.
#ven his stmmugo propensity to possess himsell of
rolice, and is oocasionally known to broak off & nosa
ora finger, to carry home with him as a mbstantial
proof of his having really yisited this “ wonder of
Asia,” and tiffensd mmder the sored rock of Gorapari.

Tho shadows of evening had stolen imperceptibly
aronnd us, before wo “up our party; and tho
rich notes of tha u swoek farewn(]

to cave and hill. A% we wendod our way along the
monntain-path  towards the shore, T fult somothing
liko ragret from tho thought, that, in all probability,
I shonld never again visit this boautifol island of the
e ; and ns we rowed slowly over tha star-lit wator
towirds Bombay, thero was something, ot this witehing
lionr, 80 calm and tmnquil in the sceno around us,
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=T S CHAPTER V.

' RV

?mwutoﬁllm Silk cotton tree. Pnlmn.nmbm
0 Pand, , Orehid Anxiety of the 1turi Irri-
gation. quummmmw Earlyriq-hlimlly
Muggy days. Heavy dews of might. Drooplng of Leaves and
Flowers. Inseots. ""m"WM" ard,

ing-ho Portuguese traps., riu sense ull meTI 8 Fulvous
Vn]tuh Woods at noom. Brilliant plumage of birds. Loss
of song. "Aleedo Asiati E 1d Fly-catchers.  Green Wood-
peckers.  Butcher birds, Hoopoe, Sandpiper. Wanton destruction
of Indian birds, &e., &c,

Tue rainy season has passed away ; and the fearful
storms that lately swept over th&dul: waters of
Igﬂkn.@mmw wbﬂlommthm

* Mercy's voice has hushed the blast,”

and the low murmuring of the morning or evening
breeze is.alone heard amidst those forests, which, but
a short time ago, bowed their sturdy limbs and path-
less jungles to the raging of the monsoon. The scared

e



4

» -
[e% HECOLLECTIONS OF INDLA. 3

jackal that fled before this dreaded enemy, the only ’g
invader of kis profonnd solitude, returny fguin to his
anciont haunla;and “socks bis food from God,"— g

¥

The lnxurdant vegetation, which so suddenly clothod -‘5;

._ %

have gone through the many stages of their short
oxislinee, and now wait the roturuing rains o bidi |
them vace more spring forth, welcome to man ns the | -
wtiee of the tartle lcand in the laod,  But fulfhis fuie
countegywharo . aummer and winter can/Soavely bo

of an English stmmcr,-
when antumn shows hor * sero and yollow loaf Thel,
gorgeous palms, which Linneus has justly entitled ® L~
““¥ho princes of { utal i ]
and e Lanysn caft their o hadows over the D
scarching glades ) now have flowees forsaked us.  In -
woist disteivts in e interior, the Decanma-bean
{ Mt n"'-'}r‘fll;rl'ﬂ.j I.'Ighh 'F'P'W'Iui itﬂ Elﬂﬁ'illg H‘ﬂ.l".d‘
* Domba Ceitis . p’
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blossoms - the dark forests, and (he oderifirous
Landawns scenis thoe morning bresee, The glithir-
ing  orchids, like butterilies sporfing im air, and
tho maguificeot  dendrobime, give a charm 0
Easiern. sconery, and dalight the eyo by the rich-
nesa and beatity of  their colours  Tho docaying
miotiarch of the jugh. roaring  his hlighted form
ammidst the profusion of humbler shrubs, is not liere sn
object fit only for madlanchaly contompladion.. The
post storms lhiave wafted the sesds of varions gracoful
]mmmcnlp]lnh.anqu!’lhtmm!hmw. .
trauk displays soma eurionsly-tinted blossoms, which
scent from their floating tendrils'the moist atmosphers
of ﬁlmlwmh Flourishing, as {m npon 'the
wreek o those - epipliytes #eiee upon the
with nelies so fvourable 4o their growth, and
again :Iul'.ﬁu them in'mew and delicious appirel. &
lovoly species of Trichozanthes bangsits vivid scarlet
fruik from the topmost branches of the forest, bub this
climbing plunt. ouly cxpands its white and fringed
flower during the sileat hours of wight ~The anxions
rist, who cast o wistful eyo over the arid
plains, which, in case the expeetsd rains should bo
abundant, were to sapply many thousands with food,
and who, with a desponding sigh, siw the skins ball
fillad with water from the [ailing reservoirs, omplied
into tha little channels that conduted the precious
Huid to thnpl:ntcdﬁul&!dpmmm, agnin has had
his wants supplied ; and again the valloys stand &
thick with corn, that they laugh and sing. Thae rice

T
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ready to peccive the seed in May, bave Jung been
reaped ) and the exbansted com-jars have sgnin been
. roplenished o satisfy the wants of those multitndes,
~ who, while they live upon His gifts, refuse to give to
14§ ncessary to bear in mind, that in & climate like
that of India, a eonstant succession of Whe most bean-

tiful exups might bo produced, ify for the purposcs of -

irrigation, & sufficiont and vegular supply of water
could e ensured. To  seod-cropsiare, however,
ganerally securcd in the yoar, The first is the natoral
rosult of the penodical rains, and fu callisd, Lho
dhwreef; or wet crop, which ia sown with the riee: fir
May and Jupe, and reaped about the end of Ogtober ;
and the second, assistod by artificial meaus
Mo vddes, ox dry ceop, mawn abin. U Gk week: in
Novemlor, and rnped in March and April. g:
cotton, indigo, and mafz; are sown befure the mo
soans commence ; and wheat, barley; outs, millet, and
other cropa of smallve secds, reward the lalourer at
ull sonsons of the yoar. Thns, the siraoger is -ofton
uatonished to sew sowing and reaping guing on_ at the
sume time, in fickds not far aparl from one, amothier ;
yet with all ' plenty, famine, in its
this double-harvost-boaring land. The wice, vpon
which a third part of the vast population s fod, has
perishold for want of water, o has boen devoured by
the locists ; and the eallle and the labourer linve
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expirod  Lagother. Amang the wmany  desolating

famines in Indin, of widel) history has fumishod s

with asgounts, that wllhk quwud in ngﬂ.

1770, Is {he most har

m'lliﬂm

in 8 Another famia, Shat. thinned thoost-
N

provitess, ost

hand " of M&i..ii- greab measure, | the -
ealamity, by mlieving daily 50,000 in.nnM at
Agra, ik would have been impossible to have ealen-

Iated the aumount of dosths. ham:a,_,. ~.

are " M&Huundulmhin;mm-ﬁ:.
bricts in _l'jm intorior buing E-wdnd., whils others une
barely visited. by passing showers, - In Bombay, rain
b the depth of thirty-two inches las been known o
Ml.,dmng the first twelve days of the sonth-west

svom ; this bei ﬁn—pﬂtilml'ﬁ

® o In Greernt 11 often toml W) aear' R s acge
werthen Javs, mpabdr of bolding fhe mﬂﬂs nar four of oor
oflinery facke. Thewe oy are secursd by & tileg b, fatrpel
fown whth clay or chumam, w0 poovest e figrees of the desrruciing
white ante. “Choes which [ sl ssw seey arosiged slde by shde ander g
hvied, gliosr Ty mnm-ﬂ—utﬂpﬁdmmnmulnp
i it tacir wee,  The Arsldan shory af AN-Babe, g7 1he Aty v,
eofurred ta mr, for oawh Jer might slly bave eontiined oow, i bt e,
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town, from its low swnmpy situation, suffors severaly,
The reader will percuive that T have not confined my
deseription entircy to the Island of Bombay. Agri-
cnltural farming is carried on on & very small sedle
here, the land being poor, and naturally producing
little, excepting cocos-nut trees, and some trifling
articles of fruit. The inhabitants are chiefly supplied
with vegetables, pouliry, sheep, &oqfrom Salsette ;
and the tesming plaing of Gruzeral fornish them with
eorn, which is couvayod by sea, as ull lunid enrriage is
very expensive and slow, an accotnt of the wretched
roads, and miserable mode of conveyange adopted in
India. The cool and agresable norih-cast monsoon
that succeeds that of tho south-west, or rainy wind,
continues to blow stoadily to the ond of Febmary.—
Dry and fair weather is now certain throughout this

with it rain on the eagtern side of the Coromandel

const, from Octobtr to December. To March the
north-cast winds prevail, in which month they ge-
dually ceasa altogother, and irregular veering winds,
attended by hot blasts and excessive and relaxing
days, may be expected until tha commencement of
May or Jume.  'We will now réturn to our recollee-
tions of this hot sesson in Bombay, and of mutters
thorowith connected. -~~~ -

The scene hns changed : the sim %0 Tong obscured
during the miny months, or only peeping out betwemn
the dark mnsses of electric clonds, now bursts farth
with redoubled power; and man beging to devise

¥
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plans to meet the coming hot season, and to shade his
dwelling as much as possible from its scorching rays.
"Tis early morn—day has just broken over the high
castern, ghauts, and the welcome streak of light
spreads rapidly over the lofty eanopy above us. You
have taken ymbafh,ndfealslongufgdmt‘o 2o
forth into the open air, to ramble through the
compound, or; in fact, to escape, in whatever di-
rection, from your confined bungalow, the walls of
which have scarcely thrown off the heat of the past
day. If early abroad, it is no uncommon thing to
find everything enveloped in a hot steaming vapour,
that strongly recalls to the memory the sthﬁmaflt—
mosphere of & clmgmmhnnse, when the sun is full
upon it. Such mornings in Bombay are called muggy,
and are nlways the forerunners of extreme heat.
You are prepaved for this unhealthy evaporation,
which is often very dense fowards the close of this
season, by putting on a -jacket; having the fear
of rheumatism, or cuuntry—ague before your eyes;
disorders from which, in consequence of imprudent
exposure {0 themyagnupheucc&n@nthtmﬂ
iMEuvpeaumIIﬁ&il,&n,mmclmmﬂ’er
severely. There is an indescribable sweetness in the
morning at fhis hour; (six o'clock.) It is as if every
leaf and flower, nay, the very earth ifself were ex-
haling some delicious perfume wherewith to refresh
you, and offering up an early tribute to the Giver of
all good for the past night's refreshing dews, which
mllghtter in diamond globules around you. Vege-



host of mhm-mg

tation doow. ‘yejoiee, for it han been revived anik
.wﬂ:g:d-ﬁepmﬂ-.h_;uvumhﬁﬁuﬁ _lj
dust by thess gonila distillations that fall from heaven, q

]

unsecn by man.  Night-dews on thié island are very
hodvy; and [ hnreuﬂmbmnrprindupmm'mgf

; hmht-:emlimlnﬂtrncinlwninghiﬂny-

trocs and shrubs begin pradually to droap, 85 s to
offer 23 small o surface-as pomible to his withoring
rays: I was ofien strnck with this singular phenin-
menon, which we cannot loak upon but asg ;Hﬁﬂ 1

N
L
4

¥ i ha H £

Sy
insocls are now on the .
wing, socking, while the ealix that offers ibyel lives,
their moring’s ropast, and Mitting about like bright -

‘metoors; ill, having sntisficd their wants, they rotire

.
.t lads of s Wik grov, thore to dmben |
6l the e sinks dow, snd frosh blossoms opomte:
them their evening. ies. . Now may bo seen tho ')
large tree-lished, romarkablo for- the curious potich f
undee his head, very busy snd alert, springing from %
branch to branch, and pounting wpon the poor flies b
driven into bis domain by e asconding sun ; his !

1



Yool Tk eho) Fokmee’s T nbout ourkoeks

RECOLLECTIONE OF THDIA: 1 .ﬂ-

lipur bas now arrived, and ho must breakfast while -

opportunity offers. s another pretty saurian,
which also clajma.+ mmhm; n.ml:-rhiuh htsrhn

affarded  me - ol
o'clogk wntil uing it on
and s compactly and ologa d ¢l

hngth when full grown ; his favourite. knonts appear
to be in old walls, or under the thatoh or tiles of your -

bunigalow 3 hero you may spyt him ﬁ-nmmw o e

arch formed by the hﬂﬁ%m
mﬂ: w0 ve Wﬂqﬂ #n
emphl fo creep mw runf for shalter and -
from the sun. 4‘ he il nub llu.'msfl-ﬂ i

place, and you arc surprized to seo 80 gmall 4 ioad in
canjunotion with so long a lmﬂy T Al tilos aro not
r.mlm fnrhut?u-t. lie Innh..hm!:mmnulf..n

lim to durt mﬁnnnnillurm 'Ilﬁﬂ ﬂlﬂm{,nnd
in a socond or two the bright liktle s ame aguin
detectod, for Lo i still bungry. T made severl
ablempte to secure 3 specimen of this lizard, but was
always unsucccssfal.  Nob so with the teeo 3
of them T caught many for examination, Ly simply
passing m loop vr running knot made of dwine, and
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attached to the end of a lung bamboo, over ther

‘hende, and s bringing them down from ibo bough
on whith they were rosting, often to the smusement
of the mally or pardener, who appeared to take »
Lively interest in the sport, a« soon as he found that I
ﬁdnﬂmyhnvlhmﬂumyﬂmﬂpmpm Hoth
Epecies are very harmless, as indead are all: the lizrd
tribe ; bt when emehed or irritated in tho hand, thoy
would ‘endeavour to fiberate themselvos by trying o
 bits me.  They have ltilo power over the museles of
the lower juw. Like all othier roptiles fn the East,
they: both have numorons enemies; and are thus
prevented from multiplying to o tronblesome. extont’
The large kites in their mornings' circoita. do
not consider them beouath their notice ; and)their
young ones aro devoured by frogs and snakes. The
Zitoes. Vivipara, or nimble leard, so common in.
vammer on our leaths and sunny banks st home, is
wot unlike the brmgnlow fizard, though moch smaller.
They both bring forth their young alies : the eggs
being hatehed while yet in the Body of the parent;

consequently they are sro-sisiparows.  The vivifying

heat of the sun is thouglt to be necessary for the

extrusion of the young from -the eggs. I kept &

fernalo that had been caught for me, somo weoks dna
small box eovered with a glass lid, and was not &
ligtle surprised one woriing, when T went to give her
the nsual allowunce of flies, to see five or six yoang
ones ronoing sbout and tombling aver. their mother.
Though but = few hours old, they readily seizod the
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imprisoned insects, and ate them up so rapidly, that
the parent stood but a poor chance amongst them.
Snakes are nof very common on the sonth side of the
Island of Bombay; I only saw two or thrée during

my residence there, though I often hunted for them in’

the old thorny spurge or Euporbia hedges. The
study of animated nature always afforded me the
greatest pleasure; and India, where all to me was
novel and strange, opened a tempting field for its
pursuit. Our servants, well knowing the haunts of
these reptiles, would occasionally kill one in the

compound early in the morning ; while rather torpid

after the cold night, they lay coiled up under the
shrubs. The natives are very expert in killing the
most venomous snakes, and really scem to be more
terrified by the sight of some of them than even
strangers are. As the Coolies, and many of the poor
people go barefooted, they travel over the waste lands
with great caution; and practise has given them a
quickness of eye in detecting snakes on the ground.
As they creep out of their hiding places after dark,
and ramble about in search of mice and insects, no
one thinks of going out without a lantern, and an
attendant with a stout stick, who walks before, and
carefully marks the road if an unfrequented one.
This of course is only necessary in country places.
The cobra de capello, and the bright speckled eobra
manilla, are not uncommon on the north and
sides of the island ; and many of the private gar
that are densely crowded with shrubs and flowering

U
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184 mljmmh F‘_, T irm
W&ﬂ‘hhmﬁlﬂ at particular seasony
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brown smake. An officer, on sick-leave,,

who waa residing in one of tli6 government hungalowa
8t Colabuah, about o milo from thaFort of Bombay,
wwns walking up and down one maorning under the
verandali in a pair of thin slippers, and,sccideitally
trod upon a small snake that was winding itself out
of o in hﬁﬂn Within & fow winntes after
: mm by tha most violeat pain in his
fook, which soon changed calour, and. swelled up
snormously. o the kuce. Sickness, und convulsions,
. with, the wsnal sywploms of baving been poisoned,
rapidly appeared ; and medical aid was immedintely
rusarted to, but pothing eould arrest the progress of

the fatal virus,  Castopsgil, and other natiyergmedios,

wero useless lore ; amd the poor gentleman gxpirod in
droadful agonies twenty-four hours fier he had been
bitten. The fungs of the snake, a2 it is unnecessary
to say, had eusily ponctated the flimsy slipper; thus
showing the danger of guing oub in [ndia with a thin
covering ovér the feet, This affioor died from the

bite of & gmall snake, known as the carpet snake, 5

from the w&hnm of its ofien creeping  into
rm‘.ﬂ ng undor the matting. The earpet
@ or ol miinilla is, I bolievy, one of the most
poisanous and kilile reptiles found in the island, and
is very diffealt to detoct in thefung and withered

T muiug Trow {hiese Garmidable and life-destroying

monivs, which, in cortain districts, excile such a

T a aE B

e
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foling of horror from their mumbors, and which
Lave become ohjects of venuration and worship to
many of the tribes and castes of India, wo will now.
make & hm mﬂi;l same  other very
common aml - mﬂmﬁu Ma‘lﬂi ﬂlnl the
WWM\MW of i pn mmortal
wouand:: The seorpion is ano of

ants of Bowbay; but it doss mot sttain &m
size so poeuliar to Africa and the West Tndies, It
frequents tho old roined hnng:h-, colbon  slores,
and other uncecupied buildings; and many o

native comsting vessals, from the nature of ﬂuirnrgﬂ.
m-ﬂhhn&nhl’-hlhr it.  The seor-
phoms goon tn Bombay were of a reddish or
dirty el hne,  They ereep into godowns, snd
pollars, and wage & martal war with the long-legired
spiders already spoken of.  As they are very prolifie,
and bring forth at a birth fifty or sixty young ones,
it is bighly pocessary to lave & proper, perol
soeasionally to purify these haunts, mhiﬂnw
them from incroasing upon your pre -
it with their srmed il 8 *h-.-h. in
frritable and mervons snbjocts, is pttended by
unplesssut symptoms ; and 1 have lward of ene or Lwe
instances in which doatly ensued from the poison of the
malignant sting ofan old acorpion ; hnlirlnmmhr
correctly, the vietims in thesa cases mtrm
state of health, I}nnugn-lhﬂiuﬂﬂh /
a distressing avent of this. M'HWM  to my

s -w

L ¥

iy %

; .

hi



156 RECOLLECTIONS OF INDIA.

recollection, took place at one of the military stations.
A soldier’s wife had brought in some clothes that had
been placed out near the barracks in the sun to dry,
and having carclessly thrown them upon a bed, she
took up a child that was crying in a cradle to quiet
it with the breast; and, after hushing it to sleep, laid
it upon the bed where the clothes were deposited.
In a few minutes the child’s screams aroused the
mother, when, npon examination, she discovered that
she had placed her slecping babe upon a scorpion,
that had been concealed in the clothes. The army
surgeon was immediately sent for, but the child
expired a short time after his arrival,

The gonus scolopendra, or centipede, is another
very common and troublesome insect in Bombay ;
indeed, in some parts of the country, centipedes are
so numerous, that the inhabitants are obliged to put
the feet of their bed-posts in water to prevent these
crawling creatures from. lodging themselves in the
mattress—a place in which they are fond of breeding.
Like the scorpion, they move about in dark and
unfrequented places, and issue forth at night in search
of food. I had always an instinctive dread of this
inseck—more so, I really beliove, than any other;
and can remember, upon my first arrival in Bombay,
the precaution I took to gnard against them—never

putting on a boot, shoe, or glove, without first

shaking or carcfully examining it. Wo have all
our particular dislikes to one kind of moving creature
or another. Some faint at the sight of a spider—

*

o —

* 4
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others af a harmless bluc-bottle—I, myself, being
terrificd beyond measure at the appearance of a
centipede, however small. These centipedes inflict
a painful, and to yonng children, a most dangerous
wound, A labourer once allowed me fo examine
his index finger, which had been stung by a centipede
while removing some old timber; and the flesh of
which had shrivelled up and appeared like dry parch-
ment stretched over the bone. He had ligamentous
anchylosis of the first and second joints. The whole
finger was of course useless to him, and ought to
have been rémoved ; but the poor fellow could never
make up his mind to the operation. The first
centipede Which I saw was in rather a strange place.
It fell from the bottom of a dinner-plate that was
handed $0 me at table, but was crushed and dead.
As the Hindoo servants will place everything on the
floor in the cooking-house, though they have tables
provided, it was easy to account for the nnwelcome
presence of this horrid insect. The centipede grows
to five or 8ix inches in length, and, from the number
of its legs is enabled to move very quickly. The
hymenopterous insects, such as hornets, wasps, and
bees, are very numerous on this and the neighbouring
islands. They form their cells in the old trees and
excavations of Elephanta and Salsette, and hang in
immense clusters from the roofs of these subterrancan
temples. Some of the hornets are of a '
size, and often spread terror among the f

drawers in the palm-tope by Swarming around the
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m&q“-ﬁwum&ﬂﬁmﬁgtﬁumd
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The idferior inhabitants of the Gields and woods in
Tudia sppesar to shun the heat of the mid-day sun, *
a8 wich as man does. 1t is seldom that Fou st
bird flying sbout at this hour, unless it be the large
kite or fulvoss valture held sacred by the Hindoosy
aud protectod and eaesuragod by the Eoplish as tho
mataral of the town and country. He
sim'ﬁ&h-m-thfm ; for he oan keop his thicly
feathered body coal by the fanning of his powerful
wings. Theso ‘birds are very tame, and will often
mit close to your cook while he is proparing yoar
digper, and wateh soxiously for any stray morsols
which that fanctionary. may bo ploased to bestow
upan thim ; appearing, from the regularity of thoir
hours of attendance, to havo o very good illew of
time. . Thoy nsnally annouaco their uerival by half o
they swoop round your componnd, and finally povely
themsolves on the roof of an ontbuilding, or the
topmost branch of & tree, where, if tho day is very
haty they spreadant their wings and keep up o gentle
smotiom with them ou the priveiple of a fn,  Youe
Portiguess scrvauts, if nof: proveated, often smuse
rat-trap, baited with o piecs of meat, whicl is soan
poanoed upon” by these unconscious birds, who then
find themselves caught by the leg between the toeth

- [ - :‘ih.;.'?.lﬁ -
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annoy in this way sume Hindoo servant to whom
they owe s grudge, and upon whom: they wish to
mtbnﬂwﬁ;hﬁmdnﬁgmmm
which the Hindogs yenerate. Shoot them, they dare
uot ; mﬂlwﬂﬂﬁﬂaﬂwﬁhﬁﬂﬂ
mﬂihﬁhiﬁadihﬁwﬁmmﬂ
umadiately have the offenders punished. In gvery
n thronghout the Fast you mect with thess nseful

the benefit of moankind in theé country. Wern ik
nob for their services, the air in that kot climate
their keon eyes, aud fine qﬂ:nﬁ sewll, enable
hdﬁﬁmdlmﬂl%l&ndﬂlﬂmﬂnm
whicl thoy foed, T lave counted moro tha twenty
of thuse Kites at » time upon the body of & kid, ok
the distance of several miles from any villagn. Tha
jookals, however, had. fist had their share. The
woods, ab this Senson, are alive with the. smaller
Linds, which keep up an incessant ﬁm&h%-
chaitering and suabliliog ; Hﬂ

of the tartle doves, and the occa
of the Tndinn euckoo, which is more soorons than
our migratory bird, thore aro but fee thal reind
us of the swoet songsters of our own English groves,
Natore, howevor,ydn this respect, may be mﬂl o
distribute her favowrs and gifts equally; =i -
vichness of phmnp *H*-;@m# i

Virds ; indued, they liave evidently been crmtad for 4
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for the Joss of » musical voice. Bplondid, indeod, is
tho apparel of sumbers of them ; bot the various
species most romarkable for Lrillianoy of plumage
have been nearly exterminated on the Island of
Bombay by the English, and their unerring Joe
Manton's. I bave, in my rambles, noticed the small
kingfisher, (Alcedo Asiatica,) o bird benring a strong
resemblance to our own solilary species,; indeed, 1
might say identical with it, Anotlier of this genus
about the size of a missel thrush, frequented - some
frecs that shaded n tank in our eompound,  The
back, wings, and tail fenthers weore of the most
splendid azure, and the head and body of & rich
brown, shot with purple—throat white, bill and fost
red. The swallow-tailed emerald fly-catchers were
very common in the rocky districts above Malabar
point ; and some small grecn woudpeokers, with:
crimson and yellow throate, were often heard and
sven by me tapping the dead trees about Parel. 1
have also seen hers the Malabar shrike, (Lanius
Malabaricus, Lath ;) hoapos, (Upupa epopa ;) sand-
piper, (Tringa hypoleneos ;) common honse sparrow,
(Fringilla domestica, Linn ;) tree sparrow, (Fringilla
montana, Linn ;) and o variety of birds common to
Great Diritain; but space does not admit of my
enumerating more of them here. It is greatly to
bo lamented, that bundreds of these boautiful island-
birds are annually most wantonly destroyod by the
crews of European ships far tho sake of a fow bright
featbers ; though scldom, I fear, to enrich the cabinet

.
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. CHAPTER VI,

Ay muwwmwm nd clenve my balr,
And part its currents round my fever'd brow.” *

The Hot season,  Depressing days. . Anglo Indians. Changl of alr
Meelnty Good effects of sen voyage to invalids. Children born in
Their separation from their parents,  Necessity of exereise,

‘b-‘mﬂw A linmmurhmm. mmo&mmm

B s e

Lqu-ﬂﬁﬂ.h- mwﬁg servants, ﬂﬁn:mdﬂnm
Thablenedmmm; bréeze, Tiffin. Dmmmlnite jncketar
Dnaeiug. The Morse-hair -Tll;.." Dinner parties and their miseries,
Wages of domestics. Cooks and cookety. ~Englih dishes. Pre

| served ! w o make a fortane. Porous jars and wine
Hﬂﬁ;;;‘m the Abdar, lnﬂi:nhupitllky. llalnlh.lu‘n?,
AT &
Tr would be Mﬁﬁuﬂhﬂyhﬁ&!ﬂd&ra

correct idea 'pﬂﬁuﬂhg ‘effeet of somo of the
, dreadfully hot days which, during an Indian s0joten,
you have but too often fo endure, with what share of

\ Dpatience and resignation you may be blessed withal,

s s
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Tt Lag indecd been mmserted, that, in a yoar or two,
you beosme sccustomed, and in fact aeclimatizel Lo
the heated fompurabure, and care but little about the
burning sEsons. QM;&I—' ‘but 1 must sy, ot
mnnydﬂuﬂll'-_ fpﬁnﬂ‘[huiﬂa.p

of . kuowing daring my shart residunoo.

ploasurn
w&m{mﬂﬂmdmmw
in. the comitry,) ono.and all sserlod, it so far

from becoming sccustomed to the best Ly Jegrees,

thoy found $hat every year brought fresh triuls to tho,
constitutivn, until, at last, thongh not suffering from

any organic discase, they wers compalled o mki-'
Wﬂﬂrﬂhﬂ%ﬁmdﬂwﬁﬂ%ﬁ'

in their native | from o rduh
tna Eﬂfﬂﬂr is looked ﬂpﬂﬂ 13 b ¥ necessiry r
mfmwﬂwymmwmmmmu
Furopean resident In India even o moderate share of
that groatest of all Llessings, hualth, "Tis tme, there
aro sapitary stations in the hilly distriets of India, {0
which every sear, in the hot season, numbers fy who
can obtain a month or two's leave djhepﬂ_,ﬁth
MF’ travelling depriy wany 3 poor
onsign or leutenaot, ﬂ‘&ﬂ with a
family, of the pdw of hkhg llhlhhgu ol their fina
ymperatnre.  The cffcotof a sea voyage, ns 4 resto-
raive in cases of genoral debility, is wondeeful; 0
marvellonaly doea tho enfecbled systam begin Lo nevive
as the ship entors.into coaler rogions, and deaws
near to, the lofty monutains that - hukﬂanm
Table M—Mﬂrm hh plaee

.

v
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about Jume or July, about which timo the winter
quarter thero sels in. Sick offieors who required 2 mea
voyage wore formerly allowed to proceed to the Cape
to rocruit their health, porbaps for 3 year, when thay
would not have beem pormitted to return hame.
Now, howover, the regnlations are, | believe, altored ;
as it waonld take bearly the same time to g0 to ths Cape
by ship, that would be required to reach England by
~ the prosont averland ronte. Children: borm in India

omsing, outlive tho peried of infanoy ;  but nnless
thiy are sent home st tho age of seven or vight yonms, -
their lives are rarcly prolonged o, old age: it is nok
soluly with xview to their education that Indian-

whioh you ean really walk with any eamfloré or advag.
tage, avery one, who ean, availe himself of it for an
hour or two's stroll before breakfast, vither on foot or
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on horseback ; and an improved appetite, and greater
willingness to undertake the ordinary duties of the
day, bear witness to the beneficial effects of the
practice. By following up theseustom regularly, you
certainly avoid much of that dreadful lnssitude and
sense Of weariness which oppresses those of your less
resolute English neighbours, who pass in their beds
those delightfal hours which they ought fo spend in
the bracing morning air. Were early “out-of-door
exercise more practised than it is, we should see but
few wasting upon couches the best portion of their
lives, in listless inactivity; and giving way to fhaé
infections indolence, which, as the parent of one half
of our diseases, eannot be too resolutely resisted, and
which grows so imperceptibly by indulgence. May
we not learn, from the page of history, to trace
the misery and slavery, which has been entailed on
India, to the careless, sensual, and effeminate habits
of its original possessors ? Aurangzebe, indeed, when
he invaded it, at once understood the character of the
aborigines ; and by constant watchfulness guarded his
followers, during a period of thirty years, from the
fatal though seductive influence of climate and
example; but his suecessors soon fell an easy prey to
indolence and luxury ; their splendour and power
passed away from them; and these Mohammedan
conquerors sank, if possible, lower in the scale of
humanity than even their Hindoo subjects. *.
It has been thought that the approach of death is
contemplated with less terror by the natives of India
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than by those of nny olher tounte in the worldi
This may posibly ariso from the Hindoo belief, thats
state of perfict travquillity s the summit of Lappi-
mess ; and that to deaden (he over-nctive pringipls of
lifo within me—gliat living principle which animatod
the'dus of tho earth when Giod breathod into Adam’s
- moatrils the brdath of Kk, and man becamy a living
nu}—.m“hﬂnmﬂw;ﬂ. “1t is botler

o faslenp than to_ba active, sy they;  but doath is
f Ny T W 3 ﬁ[ ! F*M

L 1“3""&“‘

_ tutaro; il be Ao

Uy mn ondless sloop ; 8 vactum where no sound ‘dige
turba.” This theory wonld seem, in Indis, fo be pros-
¢ Geally followed up by the ek, wha may i trath be sajd
hlIﬂ-'.T away a thied part of their shurd lives ; and
who rosort to & thoumad plans in order to. brig

bewiy, or Lhasy, inin common use among them.— Cherriy,
unihn-wgnhblnhmwﬁuﬂﬁh‘uh-, estermed aa
“the leal' of delusion,™ is taken a8 we woald take
wine, for (o pleasurable fislings it excites, though
wad thi spfic i ot Ixtious cartches: mpd rogs
are ‘distriluited abént the apartiient, = if to" court
aleop,  Wikh l]lﬂ'ﬂﬂ_f:mﬂﬂ, ma‘ﬂ’hfﬂ
to Inbour fur thelr duily food, it is othinrwise, Thoy
art all early risore, and 4t poep of day you may ses
swarms of them collected around the large  public
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tanks, taking their shower-baihs, by dexterously
swinging a vessel of water over their heads, and
vefroshing themselves in a yariety of ways peculiar to
the East. Numbers of poor persous lli%fﬁqﬂenf these
tsnh g %hm,m their: linen ; refaining,
gar are dried and fit to put on again,
el aeuhmﬂm water. Evening a'gg;nbdny
zowds: around these water-cisterns, fo &Il their
chattees for ddomestic porposes. In some of thesa

respects the natives set us a good example. I mysel

know, by experience, how great an effort it is fo rise

early in India ; and manya battle have llwﬂ,q

conquer ﬂ&mdsﬁupmiuﬂxfmw

aroused at gunfire. Often, during the night, the heat

i3 s0 great, even in the best. planned bungalows, that
to sleep is impossible; the drowsy god refuses to visit

your couch, and morning dawns ere your eyelids close.

Nevertheless, the man, who in India is anxious to

preserye his health, sust be an early riser. Ie must

also, as he will _quickly learn, avoid the vile habit of

dnﬂkmghmr beer at all hours—a practice no. more

 India than England, yet very fashionable

‘it Indian society. The strictest temperance, with
great simplicity of diet, is here necessary. Spirituous

liquors of course must be avoided ; and if, in seasons

of langour and depression, wine must be taken, let.it

be the best that can be procured, and not the light,
sour stuff which, imported in immense quantities, is

swallowed wholesale, because it is thought to be harm-

Tess. - Lot  the European alse avoid all uaneccssiry
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expomire 0 the sun ; for though he sy be able to
boar its heat with bat Fitle inconvenicnos, sueh
exposure, particulirly to the newly arrived, s inja-
rivus in the extrome, Fven the nafives acknowledge
ite dasfrer, and guard ainst it by every means in
their power.. The poorest native will nof venture out
in the daytime, without his ohibrse over liis" hend,
althangh the bhead ig already well protected by tha
ample okde of th whife turban, Which cannot absor

secrity, fany persos pud large geeen laves, which
they pather frvshy for the purposo ovury morting, and
whicli mnst be cool and grateful to their shavin ers-
niwms.  Thoss of our countrymen whe 'sro Labls fg

of ‘us ean ldiwhltnym,mr,whatldlqu
bring forth ; our life is mmdnnpﬁfatunga:dmturu,
andl we know not what may be on the marrow,

The first object to. which your_désires’ point upon
gobling up of = mdrning, are's eup S04 GF Soffus”
and & bath.  Ths lather I8 ceflafuly Whe greatest
of luxuries, if you can, by any natursl or artificial
means, cool the water iﬂﬂﬂiﬂnﬂyhpﬁdmamﬁﬁng
shock. - Many persons, T am aware, coudemm (o

-
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very cold bath, and profor the tepid; in fact, the
cold hath, during my stay o Bombay, full into
ﬂuipuhhlwnmqmu{iWnﬂtmdﬂﬁs,
which occurred. dmgihndnlm T balieve,
howovar, tlab.the deaths of the mpposed viotims
of thee bath were occasionnd by their improdently
planging into very cold water when overheated by
exerciso. By eight o'clock (bt sun has rsen oo
high, and become foo oppressive, to allow any
Earopean to remain longer ont of doors. All at
homo, too, by this time, am ready Tor breakiast;

and if your Molly is o elever gurdener, the talls is.
not only. graced by sweet fowers, hhm
froits { both of which must always be a
Ynr sitting- rﬂﬂﬁm wdergone o change; ﬂ'nr
door and window i s darkened by the ‘web cuncus
mits (faitics) which, daring your slewenco, have beon
suspendod i front of tham.  The loge founeed
centre prunkah floats monotonously from. the ceiling ;
and your many serviauts bhegin already to look drowsy
and stopid, and are anxious hgutqntql z
to fake mmmtml 0 a8 p '

somo qﬁ;ﬁf% corner of ‘your b It you aro
fond of Ketping dogs, your ayews, or groom, . will
somelimes condescend to Jook after them in kennel;

the elolva, or message-boy, having to take them oub
every morning, all fastened together, for a walk.
You meet dogens. of these boys on the, sca-shore,
each with their string of dogs; some running mees
wﬁl&q?. ‘or toaching them tricks; but ofhers
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sitting still, or, as is ofton tha car, sleeping, with tho
orl tied round their waist, to provest the dogs from
runuing away. About cleven o'clock the sea-breese
setsin ; and, though out of doors, this breezo is hub
l.lﬂ..ﬁi:ml-lika, the temperature of your apartments,
as the blomed corrent passes into them, is lowered
mﬂmﬂr. and, aboul ooe o'elock, you can sib

aqqu,mmlumhm or-fiffin.  Tiffin, in
ably ropas } m that it docs
< ) rw.

various aud wall-known e'rnlutznrnw nnd have mera-
fully left you ance more alone with your family, or

wﬂh the rmllr valngd frignd} # treasurs often
be fonnd in soy country ; and the
t iy:h 'm own disposal.  The

hudgh:uﬂmku&_. ionable pastis,
lﬂymmfmh&‘mgdmyfhnguaﬂ
beforo hall-past. Coffoe is banded round soon after
m:[ntlamdmwn, and but littlo wine 18 drmnk; o
(shange in this respect having takon place
'M_Hﬁﬁﬁnwwnt‘; years, Fornérly,
drinky mmtmmmﬂn'umwh&r
mes in the Bast; and, together withigambling aad
othwnilwlﬂpﬁmmlhmnrmmq
offi cors H:m:j:umw,;m wha eitber driuks
wsmumu--puﬂkuumw.uddmmd

. “‘H‘t.

.}I
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by every one who hoas (he least pretensions (o res-
peclability, Geotlomen who pay visits, are oxpeched
hdnmmhmdﬂhmwﬁﬂlqnmmﬂuu
the case Timmhhmurm-ppm
rﬂymmm readors ; bat the fact i u,,
,ﬂquhmtmum coal'in Tndia dusing
- thres or four hours togetber in a
oo, 8 #n amount of misery ﬂihrﬂiﬁuﬂtﬁarl
porson ab hiome to conceive.  So Adiculous. s custom
caonot be too much condemued ; for plepsure is thus
in & groat messure destroyel, aud; in somv cases, o¥on
apoplexy is induced by this stupid fashion, which all
wbm-ﬁmkin;mhlhbor Hm*ﬁpw
mmm:mwwﬂl
comotimen mquad bis guests to pot on their whita
linen jackets, Which they genorally take good cars
to bring with them in the dewer of their palanquin
in case they should be wanted. The fair sex; in
consoquence of theie style of dress, do nok suffee
bali so much as hoe gentlomen, Wiﬂlthmm
horse-haie jupe, WI‘MM

'&Mm thin_muslio, or China

a mannor which, ss I could fancy, must Iu 'rnj'
agreeable; bul these spreading garments have their dis-
adyantages ; they fill up a room ; and if waltzing, &e.,
" be introduced, (for such things arc verily done in India,
i spite of the thermomuter indieating 100 degress, )
none but & gm_ﬂlmmmm a very long ann h.*‘.
slightest chance of uauhmgghuhﬂrihqm
wne of his Elizabythan partuer. Imnqirpdnd
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a8, they sy, to dance, when, for » fuw Fupoes, wo
“eonld Lire Prelty naotoh-girls 4o do the whola for
cus ;. but Englishmen are fond of kesping up English

customs, may be forgiven for thok amusing

mhmumnn;lh'ﬁ:i_h_.l_l- i i for the
Forvants. abtend to nono but their own emplayers,
These poople. quite delight in the bustls and sty
of a large pariy ;. and all como dressed up in a
Noudeseripi-kind of livery, aceording (o the fsncy,
humote, ar prida of their masiors. The only. articles

hmﬂ.q«ii‘pp-n, and | come Hnﬂn-ing'ﬂ__q,-lh
ground;.+ They keep up & perpetual: bering. in
Hindostanse, bubind your ehairs § ang fm,-du
betol-nut, garfic, and some other com pouncds;
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vory picturosqno and pretty in the dress of theso
Hindoo servants, One man will have on a splendid
Wm&,nﬁ:l&hﬂmm
3 purpla, anil #0 on; and their turbans are snovwy
white, anid often fringed with n drooping gold-Tace
border, or havn silver-throad woven into them,
 The lower orders of the Porluguese are mmeh
w&;ﬁgﬁﬁ families, a5 cooks and butlers:
for the Hindoos are nseless as cilinary seevants, from
their peeuliae religions foelings about fool. Nothing
eould persuade o Hindoo to touch linm, bacon, et
buolchers” memt.  Without exooption, T should sy,
that the Portugueso cooks are the most: troublestims
people you have to- denl with in Indix 'They are
constantly intoxicated ; and many of them are mon-
strouy thioves. Thoy think nothing of going away
on gomt excursion ‘of pliasure, for three or four days,
and leaving you do got your dinners cooked as yon
best can, or go without any ; for nons of your dther
dmnmuhuﬂmdnrymthalmitmm,m\!
Mﬂ&hmw Rervants ars
the pests of Tndia, for you live in constant danger of
being roblbed ; and, T should fancy, that a day seldom
clapses in which you are not robbed in one way or
apother. The caly way you can possibly get on with
thiem is, by constantly threatening to send them to the
bazanr master, and have them punished ; or by with-
holding their pay. Their wiges vary from fon shillings
to thirty shillings per month, in Bombsy, acevrding
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o their duties and stations ; bt one great blessing s,
you have no trouble in supplying thom with food, and
their wages cover gl demands, They sleep outside,
in the verandah, or in some passage or lobby during
the rainy season ; and, with all their faults and imper-
fections, it is astonishing how spon Fou get atiached fo
them, Many of them are matried ; and when thatis
the case, you allow them to erect a hut in your com-
Pound to live z; 20,8 ihey st fortly their meals
;?:;mqnﬂl:r;ery little farniture, &m a box
Ortwo, and half o dozen differcnt sized brass gnd
earthen chatties, or cooking-pots ; and half o cocon-
nat filled wigl oil, and a cottton wick, lights up their
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tho table.  Abnight you engnire the cost.  Yon_are,

in comsaquence, nover trnbled with grom-grocers’,

butchiors’, ‘or otlier bills of this deseription, wmng in
mas, . hfﬂmw of food is paid

J that
ek

]ﬂhl.l:ng ¢ of :rm.ng no man a.nyl.-l:mg, To
return, bowever, to the dioner-table. H appoars to
be tho great ambition of all dinner-party givers in
India to have as many English dishes ou flie table as
pessitife. The hermetically ssaled meats, mm
confuoticns, £hat ure sent out fn tin cases, and

pally nﬂﬁn&hmwh thie Indian market,

are in high repute in Bombay ; and it is curious to
sit down and dine upon Ecotch sulmon, or turbot,
aa fresh ms if but just canght in its nodive stream;
urhpuﬂlu of & dish of groen pens, or carrota,
grown in the land of cakes. Ciroen ;oulnhm'!u,
mm:ﬂ.l,rhnhub,mﬂ mmﬁh,

Mil-
lﬂh vory dearness
: hﬂnw!u them fashionable. Stilton,
and other colobrated chicstes are sent out in Tond cnses,
but soon heoome dry and hard § and il not l.ﬁh.‘ﬁmr

watobed, fall & proy to creeping ﬂun;p innumerable

4
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Miniature fountains, playing in crystal basons

with the choicest flowers, are oceasionally seen on the
taliles of somo of the merchant-princes of the Fast; in
fact, nwpbﬂﬂmkiﬂhﬂlﬂd ta cool the at-

“'E"-'* of _ln!nading Tooms, hﬂ@m 1

g M Yol Thes Sy im_:pq;hnnnim
heated apartments in the liot ecason, to TO of
72 deg., he would make his fortune in twelve months,
and b loaded with homours as lasting a8 those which
mhn lm;mdam upon & Nelson, or 8 Wellington.

Every kuow ttfngml lm! Iml its ﬁ}', md cven
the jee that covers the great American lakes Las
I'uuni its way. into the wino-coolers of the Anglo-

.....

# grous jars of eommon wuntrrwu-u, ara

L adapted for codling water. They are

anil the consequent mpﬂmﬁﬂ'n cools tho finid within,
They are commonly sspended by a eanc-work handle
ta the wnder branch of & tree near your bungaliw,

-
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Some cover them, as they do also vessels containing
wine, beer, &c., with a bag dipt into a solution of
muriate of ammonia, nitrate of potash, salt, and water;
thus producing in fact, a freezing mixture, One of
the great disputes between the Abdar, (water-cooler,)
and his master, turns upon the meglect of this really
important duty; for you can drink nothing in India
until it has been properly cooled. This cooling
process certainly causes no small trouble in a large
family, for your servants are constantly losing your
cooling bags, and cannot comprehend their utility.
Much has been said of Indian hospitality; and,
generally speaking, an Englishman is pretty certain
of a hearty welcome, when he arrives in the country,
if he has the least introduction to any English family
in the place ; and this may account, in some manner,
for the absence of boarding-houses in Bombay ; as
there is only one that has the least pretensions to that
pame in the Fort: I believe this is the case in
Caleutta. Captains of vessels usually sleep on board
their ships in harbour ; and cadets and officers, upon
landing in India, have quarters immediately provided
for them ; so it is only the unknown adventurer who
focls the want of an hotel, when cast lonely upon the
ancient shores of Hindostan.

el
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-
CHAPTER VII.
mhtumwa.
the open,

o uml -mumlynnp, uulgm.
Eye Nature's walks, shoot folly as ltﬂiﬁ.
And eateh the manners living as they rise.”

How Englishmen lose easte. Expense of Pala:nqn{ns and travelling,

Hindoo gentlemen. y of eh Religi rank and
distinction. - lmnﬂm Bagabatee and Doorga.. Native
lumdqi. mm sh. The fats of s Goddess. [nfant
betrothments,  The Sire. Prightful monstrositics, The

darkness of the Hindoos. Peep at the Esplanade. Tents of tho
Commander-in-Chief. Bunds of music. Portable houses. Singular
wandering people. A drinken English sallor, his fate. Disadvantages
of living in tents. The power of & hungry musquitoe, Tipula Plu-
mieornis, The prayers on the sea-shore. Arabian Jew. Devout
Parsces.  England’s ten talents. What ean we do Individually,
Have we done our duty to Indian. Worthy bishops. The Presi-
“dency of Bombay. Its extent and population. Mount Meru, de.; &

Provsiary eircumstances would not always admit of
my keeping a tattos, or palanquin, so my out-door
exercise depended, in a great measure, upon the use I
might make of my own lags ; and though itis thought
extremely vulgar 4o be seen’ walking anywhere, and
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you are supposed to lose casts by the first offence of
this kind perpetrated in public, yet was I vulgar
enongh to walk every day ; and truly if we allow such
trifling matters as these to disturb our happiness, we
can expect but a sorry pilgrimage in the vale throngh
which all of us must wend our way. Few can form
an idea what enormous sums of money are annually
expended in India in palanquin hire alone, by people
who are fearful of being thought poor, or are too
proud to walk short distances. I remember one
individual, whose salary was only eighty rupees
a month, and out of which he actually paid twenty
to be carried half & mile twice a-day, to and from his
place of business, by four bearers. My poverty in
this case was, perhaps, an advantage fo me; for,
gentle reader, I am not ashamed to confess, that I was
poor in India; it gave me a better opportunity of
extending my kuowledge of the country, and of
observing the mational character of the people, with
whom it was my lot to be mixed up in their daily
avocations, and of studying the habits and customs
of this large portion of the grest human family,
now living under the happy rule of Great Britain,
There is something extremely pleasing and winning
in the matives. The Hindoo gentleman is polite,
affable, and agreeable, though to those unae-
customed to Oriental salutations, his address may
at times rather savour of servility. He eniertaing.
a high opinion of the FEoglish.  His dress is
very plain and simple, consisting of a close-fitting
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‘robe and full trowsers ; and thougl ' the possessor of
two or three lacksof rupees, he makes s low a
salaam £o you as the poor hard- working coolis, who
vegetates on a few pice a day, and lies down at niglt,
contented and happy, under an old mat stretched over
a few bamboos. Differing so much as they do in
religions matters, it is troly surprising to find in
Bombay such a large nmmber of men peaceably
engaged in the great pursuit of the mammon of this
world, Here are Jews, Turks, Portuguese, Arme-
nians, Parsces, Arabians, Hindoos, and. an endless
variety of caates, all quictly living together, yet apart,
respecting and obeying the powess that be. No one
interferes with' his neighbour, in matters connected
with his faith. All religions are tolerated ; and the
Christian missionary, in order to gain a convert, has
an arduous work to perform, and a thousand obstacles
with which to contend. The history of the castes of
India, no doubt, is familiar to many of my readers ;
but as it is probable, that this little volume. may fall
into the hands of young persons not yet conversant
with Indian. subjects, I shall, as I have already done,
give occasionally short sketches of what has been
gleaned from the fabled accounts handed down in the
sacred writings of the East, so as to blend instruction
with amusement. The' word “caste,” like many others
in use in Indin, is a Portuguese word ("casta ), which
signifies & race or lineage. These castes, of which
there is now such an infinite variety, are said to have
originally consisted of four orders. The Indian sacred
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books toll us, that the Brahmine, who compess the
first order, proceeded directly from the mouth of the
Creator, the seat of wisdom ; the Ellntmyl, from
ki arm ; the Vaisya, from his thigh’; and ‘the Sadra,
from his decl. The \were priests, or holy
man ; the Cshatriaya, soldiors, or fighting mon; the
Vaisyns, 'm - {hio fand, or husbandmen ; and the
- or daily Inbourers. In Mr. Mills
'n'w'i wo loarn, that ail the impure castes which have
sprung from thesé are to be ascribed to the foree of
circametanoes which laws eomld not reach ; while the
children born of parents of different castes were
regarded as belonging to no caste at all—their unfor-
tunste birth sinking them bencath the degraded
Sudra, Theso eastes, in time, became a formidable
body ; and thesacrod books state, that the Brahmins,
by mpernatural means, creatad o Sovercign, to arrest
the growing evil This wonderful person classified
them, and gavedo each a particular occupation ; and
instead of thieves und robbers, they boeame indus-
tripus artizans, Thirty-six classes are there spoken
of ; bub their actnal numbers sre not known. T have
mingled with the enormous population that covers
the small Island of Bombay—a populilion amountivg
to 508110 mouls, without its dependoncies,. and
have Twéon A passive spectator of iheir lestivals,
unrivalled perhaps in their attractive lplumllmr One
of the most striking of these festivals iz the Doorga
.poajab, wiich is snnually held in Bombay, snd which,
‘commencing oo the 158l of Outober, covtinues for
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three or four days. It is held in honounr of n female
already introduced to us at the caves of Elephanta, as
the slayer of the terrible giant Parvati. A very
" splendid image of her is constructed ; and after varions
eeremonies, the Brabmins, on the third day, touch
different parts of the idol set up to Bhagabatee, for
such is her title in Bombay, and then publicly declare,
that the departed spirit of Bhagabatee has come
into her. The consequence of this farce is, that hun-
dreds, firmly believing in all this nonsense, bring
costly gifts to the shrine; all of which are quictly
taken possession of by the grave priests (quite a
Popish trick). But I shall quote Malcom’s graphic
description of this festival, as he witnessed it in
Calcatta, where holidays of this sort are carried on
with greater zest than in Bombay, and are better
supported by the. zich Hindoo population, who can
always find plenty of money to expend in religious
follies of this sort. e says, “The first day is spent
in waking up Doorga, and other gods, who are sup-
posed to haye slept since the festival of Shayan
Ekadashee. The second day, vows are made, and
offerings of water, flowers, sweelmeats, &c., are pre-
sented. The third day is occupied with ceremonies

to bring the soul of Doorga into the image, To effict

this, the priest repeats prayers, offers incantations, and
touches the eyes, cheeks, nose, breast, &e., of the
image with his finger. The image now becomes an
object of worship, and erowds offer it divine honours,
presenting at the same time large quantities of fruits,

¥
+
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clothing, and food, which, of cvurse, are perquisites
to the Brahmins, The fourth day streams with the
blood of animal sacrifices. The worshippers dance
before the idol, mﬂnd with gore; drums beat, and
shouts rend the air. The Wwﬂydﬁ;ﬁeﬁm
are offered, the worshippers cating the careases, and
rioting in strong drink. Bneh Hindoos as worship
Vishnu, not being permitted to shed blood, offer
pumpkins, melons, sugar-cane, &c., which are eut in
two with the sacrificial knife, that tha juice may flow
forth. All these days the image is kept in the
house, and the services performed in inferior courts,
80 that the streets show little of confusion or stir.

The evenings are occupied with songs and dnmhg,
often of an indecent character.”

The author goes on to say, that  the last and great
day brings the goddess abroad, carried in triumph
upon the shoulders of men, to be thrown into the
river.” In Bombay, Bhagabatee was taken down
to Back Bay, but not thrown into the sea. The
procession here extended for nearly half a mile—one
of the most interesting I ever remember secing in
India. The splendid holiday attire of the natives,
each one earrying a rich-coloured umbrella, or some
little mimic temple containing a wax figure, about
the size of a Dutch doll—children glittering in cloth
of gold and jewels—cars decked ont with flowers
and green leaves—bullocks drawing them with bells
round their necks, and silver-plates on their heads—
while every available post on the line of march was
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occupied by swestmeat sellers, stalls of toys, and
Sirat and Poomah figures. They marched down ‘fo
the sea-side, and every one tossed in their lide
tomple, and then returned quistly home again. These
exhibitions, obsgrves Mr, Malcolm, not only present
Doorga, bt sceveral images, often ns large s lifs,
very handsomely woulded, of wax, clay, or paper.
The fignee of Doorga which ho thus describes, as scon
at Calentta, agrees with my own recollection of her
at Bombay. = Under an oraamented canopy standa
the goddess, stretehing oubl her ten arme, each of
which has a differeot oceupation,  Ouwe transfixes
with a spear tho giant Nahisha; others hold imple-
ments of war, flowers, scoplres, &e. Benoath hor
feet is a lion, tearing the sid giant; and on each side
are hir sons, Kortik and Goweh.  The whele is
hrh"ﬁ' or" bigr, requiding twenty bearers.
'I'I:‘.IM ﬂlﬂﬂimh *kill, and mo liktle
ormament, sowie of which iu really tasteful and
ornamental.”  In conclading his deseription of this
festival, Mr. Malecolm ohsorves, that “ihe  men
employed to cast the fabric into the river, no soonor
gﬁ.aiitlh way fram thed shore in the boat, than

thegsbegnn to rifle the goddess of her muslins, -plumes,
and gildad iuﬁi-u:, 5t o m but a
that the figiro was. taken ot a
drapery by those ﬂﬂﬂﬂgﬂﬂ hﬂ.'lw' it ‘Iﬂlnﬂ.h-m
at the s side; nod only a trumpery frame work was
placed on the hend of & man who waded oub and cast
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it from lim into deap water. Upon enquiring the
vwason why the figurd was nob thrown in aleo, the
person of whom I asked the question told me that
the wax lady cost much money, and they should want
ber again for Pogja moxt year; a pieco of coonumy
with which I was much smused. Thero is seldom
a month in which some of theso festivals are not
hald, sither by the Hindoos vr Mobamodans ; and so
great is their atbraction, thal many of the pullie
offices are closed for want of honds, and husiness is
entirely suspended for the time, The Bralmins reap
rich Imﬂdmﬁmfmk,nﬁlthﬂhﬂﬂl‘
dmg.nn& Mmmﬂwm'
are st up ooeé more with. plenty of pocket-money,
extorted from these simplo aud holiday-loving people.
I have joined the gorgeous processions attending the
betrothmont of Hindoo children ; & striking, though
certainly n painful ceremony to witness, if wo refluct,
that the death of the hey, at thia time enly six or
soven years old, will condomn his little innceent aund
mmamﬁn widowhood and Tow

servitudo, The ehildren ar brought togothor for tho
first time, and may nover sea ope another aguin for
years, Their parents oftn live some bundroeds of
miles opart; snd when the time comes for the von-
summation of {he marriage, the parties ars perfeck
mmmuhqaur,nndm;}, or may not live
bappily together. A cruel epstom has left thew 0o
ﬂhm amm-.m high' esste,

A2
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and family aggrandizement, nre Lut too often the
motives of a Hindoo marrisge, to the utter exclnsion
of the natural ties of & boly love.  The Bralimin in
blessing the pair, now perhaps twelve or fourteet
years of age, scatters over them a handfal of rice,
emblemationl of fruitfuluess : his gyo-is then fixed on
the trembling girl, as ho directs hee attention to the

who ‘has taught hor mercy, i sbolished.  Go,
Hindoo girl, with the hoshand of thy ‘youth, and
if thou canst not now love him, may time endear
him to theo: mo merifice is pow required of thee.
Bhould it please Providemou to mnke thee carly a
widaw, thy life is still thy own, while Clristian
Wﬂﬁﬁn I have Jooked at all honrs
into the Indian wuples, whore crowds. fell down and

monstrosities laved in rancid eicts-mt oil; and be-
daubed with red paint, over which a fiir wresth of
and ‘round walked . the worshippers, mumbling a vain
ropetition of some stated formmula, &l the eyo was
woariod by thelr motion, and the hetrt. pained by
the vanity of their superstition. - They know not God,
and did but *gricve Him with their hill altars, and
provoke him to displeasure with their images.” [u
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anch vizits T always met with kindness frome those
in chargo of the temples. Many persons, as I wis
given to understand, had been rather rodely treated
when inspecting these sanctuarios of idolatry 3 but
from what T couldl learn, thay had ridiculed all they
gaw, and trmied the officers of these catablishments
with contempt and inanlence.. . Can wo be surprised
at the reception they met with? Though 1 dil nob
go-beyond tho porch as [ should then htve. been
obliged to unegver my fect aceording to euatom
of tho eountry, for leathorshoos would have defiled
the temple; yet I always removed my hat, as the
ground wpon which I stood apprared to_me, in somo
sort, holy. ‘Was it udt, L thought, dedicated, how-
over ignorantly, to the one great Father of all, who
i indecd soon bt dorkly through his works by thess
my poor henighted fellow creatures ¥ For them, as
well ns for myself, a dying SBavieur hud made an
stonement on. tho cross, full, perfoct, and finished ;
sud dogs bo pot. evon mow pity tham, and would be
not gldly gather them into his fold, oven as hie wept
ower the lost ones of Jernsalem?  Somv such feelings’
ningh arive in the'mind of every reflecting man who
enters these building=. )

Many of the Euglish vesidents who live in confined
bungalows, or have liouses in the Fort, or wther close
Lufldings, obtain permission to ercct temts and ports
ahle eottages during the bot season, on tha open space
of ground adjoining the esplanade. Thhm ins
delightful oue to those who like a bustling and auimated
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scene. A nobla earringe-road mns fheough it, fnd

of an evening, from five b0 sevon o'clock, s crowded
by an infinite vaticty of pooplo of all cluses and
denominations, bub more partioularly by those whe
bave been pent up oll day in their offiess, It ia
ecrlainly the most fashionablo resort on the island ;
every desription: of conveyance, from the fwne
Loudon Clarenee, to the one-horsg

-t
¥ &

Dombay fort aud harbour on the olbor; Uhe road
terminating in the now bown. Fow tros grow upon
it, as they are supposed to obstruct the broomos nud:the
view, 'll'h_ig:h‘il_ cxeossively protty.  When the Clom-

have not a singla public amusemicnt, wnless it bo
some stupid horse-rases oneo 5 Yoar; and a botanieal
den, that nobody appears to take any interest jn.
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and surprise, as the rich notes floated swootly wpom
the still eveuing air.  Some were in Mot 7 possessed
,—ml the muse's painting.” The degraded. and
sensual  Mohsmmedan, whoso soul scldom mnd
beyond the rogions. of avisal geatfieation, would
pmbnnhﬂmdﬁﬁuuﬂﬁ%
iﬁhﬂuﬁrmﬂﬂmnﬁy pccapants of ~the
bullock-ghurry would deaw up their uncouth vehiols,
and remain silenk fur bho fime.  Groups of children
sabe urownd, but the passion for dancing, souniversal
in otler countries, under (he inspiration of music,
“mltﬂgnmmgw;ﬁhj’mwlj’lﬂﬂﬁﬂ
Y .ﬂnnﬂlmm
that long had slept wero vovived, a8 the familinr
whunlhd?h‘mmy diys hat had fled for
aver ;' for

Lixe ik geade that wlgha Alog
Pidla of wtiemial Guwers,
1s the grifeful hrealh of sahg,
- Thal onee wea besnd In bappeet bowts.
m-l-lhhlllhrhdlh-. oy =

?‘ Baresubkta disthy
: H’llﬂ- ) -
- qmmn-@nm

some of the Hindoos have a very high oplnion of
their own musical capubilities, nnd do not seruple to
say, that the English are far behindsthem i this
mattor, and in b.mmhip. The latter part of tho

, acknowlodge, ~ Mang of

the fine-weather mu-wm




um mmwm

 vory, protdy and orssmental ; boiag- prinsipally con-

© o ptraobed  of Damboos, and hr[ﬂglhutﬂmlnbﬁ.

¢ interwoven with cane-work. The gardens in front
ard soparnted by split bamboo paling, into which ard

-, taniefully. trained flowering creepors and shrubs that
- have Deen prown elsewhers in tubs; while China
~ jurs mod rustic sats éombine to produce s pleasing
ﬁu:l. Whtmhtn[uwwuhngallm;

ihn't‘r ng:mh,ur'ﬁumﬂyumrm!mﬁ:mnhy
and other strangers, gladly avail themselves of. the
privilegy granted them upon spplication, and pitch
their epwp tents here.  Indian jugplers, chwampri, or
snake-charmers, and 8 varicty of odd mn-.’;umg

e

gallops b:ppﬂymﬁlt the varied qn&g!ﬂ rich and
beautiful costumes,  Near one of the gateways that
lead into the ]"nrt,m}'?.mm a orowd of natives
gnthering togethar, who appear to be emjoying a
héarty Iaugh at something in tho contre of the
W-ﬂ&ﬁim “%%ﬂhﬂﬁmlfﬂ
One of thosn lhhhuu mm canntry—
mien, a dronken English sailogybins bean mnking u
variety of ludicrons attempts to stand steady upon his.
awn legs; but the demon spirit of' cheaparrack tumblog
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him down agnin, and agnin the air is rent with the
ehouts and langhter of the ragged throng. He hns
no jackot on, for that has been stolen Trom Nim ; and
now he is threatening destl and da '

ction to what
B e e

bia jegs. ' He has boen out to Dunguree, and, as s -

msbter of course, has mada hum.lfmuipnrhmln[r
tipey nmongst the Portugusss drinking-shops, in that
fumed locality, and has @ntrived to got s e
towarls his ship, haviag expended, perhaps, balf Lis
hard -carned wuges during the last twoen by-four hours,
aud completely verifiod the old saying, that *sailors
cuen their movey Tike horses, and spend it oo often
Tiks msses.”  Fortunately, however, for the crodit of
our conntry, the natives understand but littlo of what
he says, though the words, “ bad man,” whispered
among the bettor dressed, atiructed to tho spot, grales
disagreeably upon our vars, and makes ns feel not a
little nshamed of our connection with this “son of the
ooeam.” A policeman, in ayellow turban, bluo gown,
and rod mash, finally deags him off to the /thanne, Gl
o aobary “T'he next morning, he returs
to his ship in | arbour, robbed of his mioncy and
clathes, and, in all probability, diea in & day or two of
brain-fover, from oxposare to the sun.  THis friends ab
home arce told that he full 2 vietim to the efeets uﬂh:
(dreadiully unhealthy elimate; for the truth, s
rovpect to such matters, is seldom foll; and in this
miaumer are counteics and ptmn m:jﬂ, uﬂ-u! the
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habits of the deceased individual being quite over-
looked or forgotten. This is not in the least an evay-
gerated picture of the way in which too many of our
countrymen conduct themselves in the East, T have
sketched it from the life. How often have I seen
English sailors, overcome by the poisonous arrack and
cheap spirits, which are so abundant, lying near the
docks of Bombay, covered with bruises and flies, and
aat qlanp—m&'qm as the drunkard only knows,

in a hl!, the m-ﬂf ‘what
ﬂwy call < the heathen What an example is
this! Surely we need not be surprised, that our
missionaries make but few converts.

Tents may be purchased or hired from the manufac-
turers, Their clmrgea vary from ten to twenty rupees a
month, according to size and quality, It is surprisiog
to see liow quickly thiey will piteh you a large marquoe.
Stables, cooking-rooms, bath-rooms, &c.; are all made
neatly of the samie material, uﬂﬁgmt deal of taste
is often displayed in their construction. It is some
time before you become reconciled to this mode of
living ; for you cannot retire at night with that com-
fortable foeling of sceurity that a_stone-built house
gma. One of the great- dmdvgnhgea attending
tent-living is, the annoyance which you uffer from
mosquitoes, which, on some evenings, literally swarm
around your rooms. These: of the tropics dehght
in fastening tlhemselves to the]:hung of the canvas, in
the daytime, where they remain quiet and unobserved ;
but as soon as the evening shades prevail, and your
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Tamps are lit at night, and you are comfortably settled
with your book, the light attracts them at once, and
cach one sounds his well-known but dreadful note of
war in your ears. Th;fg,pemln: *md’ the weather
have the effect of driving all & uitoes within
doars, there can be little doubt ; for I have obs
that,-on some,evenings, your zooms are quite free
them, while on others, the nuisance is so great us to

compel you to open all the flies and tapework windows,

and to have them punkahed out by your servants.—

From the low and swampy character of Bombay, so
favourable to the propagation of these insects, we are
not surprised at being Mgpon landing in this
island, that thero ave fwo luxuries you are mever
to expect to emjoy here—good water, and a quict
night’s repose.  So gently do the mosquitoes alight
upon an exposed part, that you are never conscions of
it, until they haye insinuated their minute pro-
boscis into an openporegand laid the foundation of an
hm or two’s misery. A hungry mosqmtoemll&aaﬁ

 you, if undisturbed, for agout twagy E:gm:g
EGM*M has the choice,

“that is thinly mm&wiﬂtenhds but, whmmﬂ'eﬂng
from along fast, he is not so particular, but bores
down at a venture, until he reaches the life-stream ;
and, when satisfied, yon are astonished to seq the great
change that has taken place in his appearance, The hny
Body has become swollen as round as that of a s '
and he flies heavily away to some secluded
until ghe pangs of hungw again. uqﬂgg In ‘this

B2
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roont-limrd,  Tho wound, if nob frritated, preseots
nothing to the oye bob a small cirenlar rod pntol,
aboug the sise of balf & split pos: but if excited by
friction, it rises into n hard Tittle tumour, and, in sume
cases, will even run into a tedions sore.  When e
eyclide aro atlacked, which. is wot wnusual during
sloep, tomporary, blindness is not an wncommon resnlt.
Itis

that some of thom use updn their persons, T believs
that they are in a great meastire protoctod from their
attacks. A fresh arrival in the entntry claims theie

especial attention ; and 1 have ofton pitied the tortupes
¥yet, of the two ovils, the licat i the least.  Blood iy
aot tho mataral food of thesy mh,ﬁm!hﬂwym
%o skilful in oxtracting it ; marshy wooded lands, the
banks'of rivers, and old reservoirs, breed milliohs, of
mowjuitocs, that oan seldom have an apportunity. of

¥

(Tipula pluicoenis), i & amall vagiety of (s widely
distributod inscct, T4 may appese strangs, that even
mn Lapland - the inhabitants ure g0 incommoded with
swarms of grats, that the poer people scarcely dare
B9 abraad, witliout smearing their fices with a mix-

e 4
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ture of tar and cream, to protect them from their
bites. Linnzus has thought, that, independently of
their supplying nutritious food to innumerable birds
and fish, mosquitoes and othier winged pests are bene-
ficial to the cattle wh‘inkilﬂyltﬁck by inducing
them to take exercise, and so preventing the ill effects
of indolence and repletion in warm climates, where
food is ‘generally so plentiful, as to require but little
searching after. Be this as it may, it is certain, that
many an apparent evil in nature has been wisely
ordained by the Almighty, for the wmniversal good of
all his creatures, though pe:hsps to the inconvenience
of man. -

- There is a shelving huum a@um“m
a-pkuduo the sea-shore, and here, of an evening,
numbers of the poor nativesassemble to pray at stated
hours. I was often struck with the earnestness of
their devotions, and became familiar with the faces of
wany who were most regular in their attendance.—
One was an Arabian Jew ; but why he came here to
pray, I never could learn.. .&nothmwtvu?m
tottering old n‘lyﬁﬂ»mbﬁfiuf silvery whiteness,
and a back bowed beneath the weight of years. His
prayers were long and fervent ; and it was impossible
to look on him without feeling, that that man was
“in audience with the Deity.” With eyes raised
upwards, as if endeavonring to penetrate’ the dark
blue canopy overhead, his thoughts seemed fixed on
something far removed beyond the g'mrﬂhngm ‘of
earth. . Could -$his malpl thought,» be & blind

L
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idolatord - Not fae from him stood 2 tall Parece, o
‘man [ knew to be engrged all day in business in the
Fort ; yob his worldly carcs nover appeared tointorfirs
with hia religious duties, At his feet lay his high
enpl-board furban, for he stood nooovered during
thix solomn_hour,  Prayer after prayer was reponted
by this exrnest diseiplo of Zorosster ; and how often
waa the poor by prestrated and humbled io the very
dust, anthe it Bookfeams whichs b read bis prayers,
brought 4o bis rewmewbragce sine of which bo lad
been guilty, ar 8 foeling of his own unworthiness
flashed across. his mind ! His favousite bour was
When thie sun was sinking to bis rest; and a8, from
the bank, he obtained a view of tho glorions doparting
orh ms it dipt beneath bl far horieon, . and &
the purple waiers with & ktream of refulgent light,
Bo press his. forhcad s if in agony, and. with arus
strutehed out towards the rinking luminary, fgain and
again did he supplicate it to convey his somrows and
his repentance to the throne of Him whom he know
mot how:to approach in auy othor way. I eonld uot
to better purposo s onn talond, the little light fhat
usc the full blaso of guepel day. =

Within a fow yards of this inferesting ecene rolled
the carriages of the wealthy children of England —of
those who, like mysclf, had reccived ten talents
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Had they becomo familiar with, or indifferent to, the
condition of these poor, deluded worshippers? or, was
there nothing that they could do individually to assist
the laborious efforts of the few missionaries who had
been sent out to proclaim Christ crucified, in this land
of pagan darkness? or, was it indeed true, that many
had rather retarded than advanced that righteous
canse in India, by their own bad example and lax
morality 2 Let us hope, that it was not  altogether
thus ; yet it is true, that we have made bui slow
progress in the great work of evangelizing India,
during the nearly two hundred years that have clapsed
cince the British fag first flosted over the batélomants
of Surat. Were it not for the massive tower of the
Cathedral, and the tapering spire of tho Scotch
Chareh, s stranger would at times almost doubt
whether Christianity had ever been introduced at
Bombay ; where thousands yet fall down to worship
their graven images. How is it, we may ask, that
we can ﬂmysﬁndmeyhpom&neomhyvﬁ&
our armies, to. raise magnificent palaces for - our
swemnars, o - fortify our possessions, to sustain an
 Indisn navy, to, construct public roads and canals, to
unite our towns and cities by projected railways, to
contribute £6000 agyear to support the brutal rites
and atrocious barbarities conmected witf the blood=
thirsty temple of Juggernaut, and yet say, that we
cannot afford to send out a few more missionaries, in
return for the en sums drawn from our Indisn
po-euinm-i R i S A
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Fourmore bisliops are ot length to be seat ont, jo
order to lighten ihe ocovroos dutics of thoss already
appointed. This i u gmtifying movement in the
right direction. Conscionce i= beginning to accuse 1y
of oar guilty noglect of India. Bit we waut mora
ﬁﬂdﬂm.‘hﬂ:ihuﬂl 26 oot inle her l:igh—
ways and by ways—into har
monntain-fastuosses —into. those wild uﬂvﬂmaui
districts, where the feet of him who bringeth good
tidings of greal joy have never yot brashed away th
dows of the morning.

1t s nearly thirty-six yoars sinco Dr. Middloton
waz appointed fisst Bishopof Caloutta, with opiscapal
.anthority over the wwhols of Dritik Sudia. He was
n man of great picty and m and [ounded

“ Bishop's College.” Fle was suecseded B;rﬁn aenm-
plished Repinald Hebor, who aarried oub many of his
predecessor’s good designs, bat who was removed by
an early death from the sphere of his wsefulness, Tt
hns been obscerved, that thess dwo first lppﬂmtmt_-uh'
nﬁhﬁt lnppﬂynldr and that h'lrn has
beon - .

it wuhmlanhﬁnpm‘ﬂh o iﬁppu-f‘*niﬂ: the
growitig wants of so large a country. Tho Presidency
of Bombay alone eontains & large extent of Aurung-
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abad, Candeish, and Cuzerat; and the number of
souls under the British government in India has been
computed at 80,000,000. The establishment of publie
schools in. many of our large towns, where all the
usefal branches of a religious and sound English
education are taught to the mative scholars, has
ﬂmdrvm-hd wonders at the presidencies. A writer
in the Quarterly Review, in dwelling upon this all-
important subject, has romarked that “a general
knowledge of history or geography will at once dis-
perse that cloud of more than Egyptian darkness,
which for so many ages had confined their view. .
When they cease to consider Mount Meru as Mv
tho&lmd miles high, and - the world as & flower, of

which India is the cup, and other countries the leaves,
their minds may become. open to rational views
on the subject of religion.”

Sy 1 - ,"-‘_'_ ﬁm*.‘id‘ﬁ
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At par unnuisbersd gill harwimg prole .
ey Wen ilark iress & pulbovwer venditte shod, - .
And tip witly allver every iseentain’s hpul.” :
x'
A
beman brues,  Hisdoos om desthe Oivwmoet  proslsnsiions, e
ak -.I'I_'-‘v_rlljm Dw ihe Brabmmind efedurape solf lmmott o | -."f
Phengers of the comt. i ' Doans Pascos,  Namsntle oo
© of Colih. gtk Patwes property,  Them T s
s mnd q e ¥ :II-

T great erlbof dag has' wiled down fto the far.
west, but its lingering gloey is still reffected pvory=:
where around ue. We can (s it gilding the tope_ .
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of the mosques and spires, and burnishing the green
leaves of the cocoa-nut palms, as they move gently in
the evening breeze. We ean track it over the wide
expanse of waters, as it brings out in fine relief a lone
sail, homeward bound; we can see it in the rich
purple haze that floats over all things, If we turn
our eyes towards the east, we are surprised fo sce
how rapidly night is advancing upon us, and how
speedily the lofty mountains and the towering peak,
known as the “ Queen of DMahratta’s needle,” are
becoming veiled from our view. Lights begin to
glimmer here and there upon the coast, aud the dark-
ened gky over the lorizon is illumined for hours after
sunset, by flashes from clouds charged with the electric
flaid. The trapsition from day to night, in those parts
of India that are situated between the tropies, being
very sudden, we, here, know very little of that
lingering of the sun’s reflected rays, which constitutes
the twilight of northern climes, The heavens are for
a brief space tinged with the hues of all glorions
things, unutterably, indeseribably beautiful, and then
the brilliant picture fades away. r
We must ;wwnggm our attention to earth, and
ske, during these quiet hmn-n, a passing glance at the
seenes around us ; for an Indian night has a character
of its own. The noise and bustle of the busy day
are over; the crowded esplanade is all but. deserted ;
the prayerful Parsee has quitted the sea-shore; the
last carriage, with its pale and {Ingm ﬁ
passed through the gatewsy that leads into UIQFIS.
o2
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wumnmm&nmmm-
mmaummwwmﬂm
and the heavy tramp of the sepoy guard, ss ho paces
slowly up and down before the low sallyport, halting
pecasionslly to challenge the sty raombler with the
accnstomed  interropatory, guoe-gie® (Who  goes
thern ¥) is just heard 1o fall wpen the dull war of night.
If we Innk_.m the 'I.!.lh.l.m-h, weo yeo rows el

Venetian shuttars, in order hgtuﬁw.&mthnu o
the night-air; and we may even detect from' ome
position upon the esplanade, the ncessant movements
of room-punkahs, and the reetlomsrioss of thoss who
are pacing to and fro, in eansequence of the exeessive
heat Tho dle; biggiog rowds, Uik lisd for hours
haunted the cutranees to the neighbouring mosques,
hnnmdhpuﬂﬂ‘hihmﬁhi and the grest
mndmimphdmimhihm Lxeri, han oohiowd
back the last prayers of its idolatrous worshippers. Tho

“wretched cripple, who, helpless as an infant, lad lain

all day upon its stops, coverod with wors like a
wecand Lasrus, has been carriod home on o strotcher
ll]rhk friends, to loso s fow hours in. iﬂ%
vpen. hhﬁ#..ﬂ:'ih» morrow, to wﬁfh’
aisery. vuniﬁg*nﬁhmhnm hing twisted the
fangless. cobra-di- round his neck ; has rolled
upr his painted sticks and brass balls ; hos mude his
final saloam to the gaping multitude, and has slarted

e
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off to his native village, to enjoy the profits of his
day’s deception, and to laugh in secret at the credulity
of mankind, The Mohammedan devotee creeps into
his mat-covered hut, and has strangely found again
the use of the withered arm, which, during the whole
past. day, standing by the side of the public footpath,
he has held up as an immovable member ; and now
counts over the many pice that the hand of charity
has compassionately bestowed upon him, in accordance
with the Prophet'’s precepts. He has mads a
flourishing trade of his pretended. religion, and lives
upon tho labour of the industrious few. India is
heayily taxed by these impostors, and. thronghout its
Thore is & poor Sudra, & bard-working man, wending
his way homeward, tired and weary, over the hot
dusty road. His feverish day has been passed in one
of those grim old buildings near the dock-yard, in
packing raw cotton into bales for exportation, to be
unpacked by his fellow-labourers in Manchester and
elsewhere. But how superior is their lot to his; they
' hwﬁunﬁuhn;‘m in which to toil; fo their
 name there is attachied no debasing caste, which will
- pre all T say for ever?—the poor Indian
labourer from rising in the social seale of civilization.
Life, to him, is but a season of toil and insult, of
which in-eternity he expects but- the renewal; for,
within the gatesof Paradise he, as be is taught to
believe, can mever enter; but must still Iabou
oniside, for the benefit and luxury of the faithful
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 soon after my amival in dhe iland, curiosity oG

me to rids oot in it divection, i ardur to scs (e
supposed hancons, which T bad fancied were lit 10,
guide the fishing-hoats home at night. My surprise
was greak upon going up to one of them, t6 see the
Trgs of o dead "Hindoo protruding from betwien' the
logs of timber that wera, ara ling, to commma the

_bi:dy ‘I'hn m was about five feet high, and

tures, whith wero screaming overhead, and u:u.‘ung
sundry dives downwards, towarda this attractive epoly
and which did not appenr in the least to thank ria
for distorhing them. About Afty yords from (his
pyxe was another, on which was sirelohod the Lody
Hu&tmmwnﬁuﬂyiﬁw‘:m!
attondants, with A corclessnom of manncr which
ehowed Fittle regard for the deccased, wors bisiTy
covering with small fagots abput a fool m‘htglh,
which thoy pitched on to the pile from o bullock-cars
pearal haod., Alter o sufficient quantily of wood
had been piled up, 8 torch was applied to some
inflammable material at tho base, and within an hour
the whole was oue mass d‘ilﬂh-m‘
'I'Im did not appear ta te
coromony ‘whataver; nor was th lny
I.'l.mmtnhml, or other “oatevard "jﬂ of * gricf, f'mm
those who stood arormd, thres or four of wlem I
fancied wore reladives; but "the hearl moy break
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without a tear,” and the sorrows of some of these
by-standers might be deep and lasting, though I
could not detect them. . There they stood silent ;
and apparently unmoved, watching the angry fawes
as they devoured the mortal body of one who had
now put on immortality ! As soon as they were

walked away together, towards a plantation, where
stands a ruined temple, under cover of which the
whole party was lost to my view, with the exception
of one woman, who again paused for a moment as if
to fake & last farewell. I would have given much
could I have known her real feelings, and what was
passing in her mind. Lower down u the shore
were a company of children playing round the dying
embers of a funeral pyre, just as if it had been a fifth
of November bonfire; but they from their infancy,
had been familiar with these scemes of death ; and
thoy had, for them, no terror. The neighbourhood
of this place of burning was strewed with human

bones, some, partly ealcined, others, guite perfect, .

~and white as the driven snow, from having been
tossed about by the wavesat high water, and Teft to
bleach in the sun. The perfect bones were those of
children, who are buried here in the sands; and
whose bones are generally disinterred by the first
springs that flow up to them; the natives seldom
take the trouble to bury them decp enongh to sceure
them against such casualties. e ™
Tho Hindoo custom of burning their adult. dead

[



is 3 very ancient one: and it is thonght b have had
its arigin in the popular superstition’ enrrent Among
them, that, after the body has beon destroyed by
fire, no evil being can have any further power over
the emancipated spirit. Tho Hindoos belivve, that
should this religivus duty be omitted through neglect,
the surviving fricods of the departed, will, in all
probability; bave their happiness disturbed by fre-
quent visits from somo unclean migratory soul, which
in_ that case is supposed. to make a poiuk of taking
immediate -posscssion of the unbursod and vaeant
tonement. It has been stated, that deving the late
ware in’ Indio the anxicty of the nativo soldiers to
burn their slain brothren-in-arms, was so great, that
they wonld ofien run the ntmost risk of Leing taiken
prisoners, in their endavonrs to procure wood for the
purpose. This foeling is happily all that is now. Jeft
to presarve the memory of tha dreadful Suttee, which,
by the pessevering efforts and determined condust of
its. Anglo-Indinn rulers, i now all but nlmhiulr
abolished throughout our Indian empire.  From the
time of Warren Hastings down to the governorship
of Lord Hardinge, cach suceessive governor-genceal
of our Ludian possessions hias dine something towards
this good work ; and though it has hmmﬂlﬂ%
and coution, ncta of probibition have boen yearly
mads. more stringend, as provious Iaws proved in-
sufficicnt to meet the ovil ; and maoy native princes
bave now voluntarily come forwanl to aid our prescnt
govermment i earrying oul its good  intentions.
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Proclamations have recently been issued by the
Bengal government, stating, that no fewer than
twenty-three princes and chiefs Lave been induced
to abolish the horrible custom, and with it, female
infanticide, throughout ‘their dominions, The Sikh
ruler of Jamoo has, unsolicited, followed their uoble
example ; and the Nizam of Hyderabad bas issued
a mandate to the same effect. Truly in all this there
is matter of rejoicing, If England had done nothing
more than this for the good of her Indian possessions,
she would bave® accomplished a great work ; seeing
that it was computed, that, at one time, from forty
to fifty thousand females annually sacrificed them-
selves to the flames, under the foolish and vain idea
that by so doing, they would be permitted to enjoy
Paradise with their husbands for threescore and fifty
lacké of years, or about thirty million and fifty
thousand years. Such, I believe, were the promises
held out to them by their priests ; though it has been
denied, that the Brabmins encouraged them in their
self-immolation:

Back Bay, to all appearance a beautifnl and we]l-
sheltered roadstead, is unfit, as a place of anchorage,
for shipping of any burthen; the bottom of it being
covered with very dangerous rocks, which run out
in a sort of reef into the open sea. Occasionally this
bay has been the scene of some awful wrecks, in €on-
soquence of having been mistaken in the night for
Bombay harbour ; the two bays being separated only
by w narrow strip of land; kuown to mariners:as *OId

D2
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Wunl:fi.&lilud." or Colabal. The Dosna Pﬂ-m.
and I.Iu.ﬁhi Willinn Bentinck, twmﬂntﬂéh,'ém
'll'ﬂn'hﬂ.hﬁ,l short time before my arrival.  The
south-west monsoon was raging at the time, when one
of them mn upen the reef of rocks ; and, expecting to
g0 to piscts every moment, they burnb a light in her
Low, and sent ap rockets, in the hope of gaining some
nERistanon ﬂmm these on shere. Whils tn this dis-
treasing pﬂﬂu. the - Lord. mmnp Lentinel was
making for Batabay harbour ; and seeing iy Tight
nm _'ﬂlmm&plﬁwhnﬂmﬂhumﬁw
light-house mot far off, lier captain. became confised,
and altered her course o little, and, in consetenee,
strick upon a bar ot the entranco of the real hacbour.
The soene next morning was: desoribed to me ns an
awful one; but many of the passcogers wure maved,
1 ind the pleasure of secing & poor little girl, who hul
Loon washud oot of the armng of ler mnthu:,umlwu
lﬂrﬂnllhm'n, aliee, Bpiill tlie breast of a hll‘l‘i%
wave,

Colabah ean now searcely be ealled an ulwd,u
a splendid valade, buill ab a grest expense, for the
sccommodation of the publia, unites iL ut jts most
soutliern poipl with Bombay, A melancholy and ro-
mantic story H atill tald of Cﬂllhﬂh W

trifling, to go from one il to ﬁm otlier 'lrﬂ-hﬂht a
buat ; for, during the rise of the tids, the sca rushid
througl this Jitlle strait with great force and rapidity,



HBCOLLECTIONS OF INDIA. 211

although at low water a person might have walked
across, I beliove, without wetting his feet. A young
girl, of the Mohammedan faith, was on her road to
pay a visif to some. n%wh'n mfd'a@_im()'ohhﬂl.
and haying arrived ullock-gharry, just when
the tide was rising in this place, she thought, &;ﬂ
the water* was not deep, she might cross. ,
danger, and ordered her syes, or driver, to urge the
timid bullocks across the stream. e did so; but
before thoy had proceeded many yards, the animals
became restive and obstinate, and refused to go one
way or another ; the wheels became entangled among
the rough stones ;. the was upset, and the poor
gixl, being thrown into the rapidly increasing current,
was swept out into Back Bay. This scene was wit-
nessed, most fortnnately, from the Colabah side, by an
Englishmn, who had up to this moment been a
passive spectator.  In an instant bis coat was off, and,
he was breasting the foaming tide after the dmwmng
girl; whom, at the rick of his own life, he succeeded
in bringing safely to the shere. He accompanied her
‘home to Bombay, where he received tho thanks and
benediction of her puenl:s. Strange to say, but not
more strange than true, an attachment sprang up
between the young Englishman and the Hindoo lady
whom he had rescued from a watery grave; and
many were said to be the private meetings that took
place between the two lovers—unknown, of course, to
the unsuspecting parents. At length, the Englishman,
though he swell knew that his religion would be an
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insuperable objection, dotormined to solicit, from lee
fther, the Mobiammodan girl's hand in marringe.. [l
lid 50, and the hanghty man of bigh ensto ab oneo
indignantly spurned his proposale.  He acknowlndgul
that he loved the fir Englishman, lut he never conld
be one of his pwople ; 80 ha bade him depart in peace.
The sequel was very sad, The Hindoo mitiden dis
appearod.  Rumours were current, fn Bowbay, that
she had boom privately murderod. by, Ler enraged
eelativer; bot 1'do not supposo it was ever certainly.
known: what becamie of her, though the matier was
said to have been invostigated by those in authority,
Onc of rumonr’s hundrod reports at length reschold
the ears of our poor oofutryman, who had * loved
not, wisoly; btk too well; ™ the shook was too greak to
bear; ho died suddenly, the vietim of » brokey heart,
The wholo family of she maiden It tho dafand, in
couseraence of the: suspicion. attached to thow s and
50 endod this strango eventful history. Afer huaring
this story, I seldom passod ovep the valadu, without

thinking of the poor drowning girl, and of my own

brother, who had noarly lost his life in the samo way,
hﬁ:mﬂuhdnggmuplm had heen made sequrc. o
travollers in all states of the tide,

The small promontary of Colabal hw._ﬁ-, :

nocted with Bombay by a mass of whinstono rocks,
which, however, do not rise above (ha muriace of the
watere. It runs ont for about two miles into the B0,
in rather a south-westerly direction, and forms a sort
of tangne between Bombay harhour and Back Bay.
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On its extreme point is erocted a light-house, which
mmmmwmm ltwelof the
o i A |

"By't!w me which it mﬂs
on all sides. In conscquence of these advantages,
it is crowded by English, Parsee, and Portuguese
bungalows ; which are all detached residences, sur-
romnded by luxuriant gardens, redolent of swoet
flowers, The walke are very cool, being well shaded
from the sun ; and there is a delightful drive through'
the island to the battery, which is built near the light-
house, The property on this island belongs, principally,
like much of the property in Bombay, to Parsees ; and
agreat number of the houses are rented soleiy by
English merchaunts, who rejoice to live there ; being
able o sce, from their terraces, every vessel that enters
the, harbour, and to cakch the first glimpse of the
overland mail, the monthly bearer of joy or sorrow,
as she steams up to her anchorage off the Apollo
bunda, and announces her arrival by the cannon’s
mouth. The boundary-hedges are enriched by a
charming creeping plant, which bears a scarlet, and
sometimes a rich mazaring-blue pea-flower. When in
full bloom, these plants add greatly to the beauty of
the compounds. The *morning's glory,” a majestic
deseription of convolvulus, wraps itself, after the
conclusion of the rainy scason, round the palms, and
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. -ﬂwﬁ you by its MMH its
wﬂnﬁg from. tho crawned top. ‘This fsland,
like Bombay and many otliers in its neighbourhood,
was originally sovered with dense furests of the COCoR-
'pl]rl:l and ather troes, bink thoy have been cleared awsy
in many placcs, to wake room for public buildiogs,
rouds, &e. v

In @tﬁfﬂw 'inhninm mmnnd:ﬁ('ﬂhlmh,l

- Sl nt = #
mlnrlltlng Titdle birds had gelocted. uwu@"
plant growing in o stand close to the pureh of a
bungalow, 'and having enriously drwn the edgot of
the leaf, three or four inches sbove tho foot-stalk,
together, had seonred them effectually in that position,
by sewing them with some fine vegetable fibre; thus
furming a unn,hwmﬁﬂlyhﬂ mlhnr
nest, which was & Teaitifal specimen of ke :
tecture, composed chiclly of wﬁnml, and. 0
st downy materiale, carefully intorwoven togethor,
The nest was nob cntirely concoaléd, for a portion of
ita.rim was so contrived as to hang over the side, and
thus giving additional Euppork to the fabrio when

H?urmd‘ mw.&mmmw
- &

large artories ‘lrllhhw it Thlﬂ littlo bieds
were carefully protootod h_'f the Iady of the house,
who took a great inferest in their welfare ; and the
servant had sirict orders to avoid, ag much as possible,
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distorbing the femalcy partivularly during the
of incubstion. They succeeded, to the joy otp:““""‘ﬂr
one, and Ffmﬁf.mﬂh.mlm-l okt
Goseripticn; ek iave souflé. e prolostiun of sy,
cat, which hulonged to same old bachulor mear. Oue
and my Triend suspeoting the cause, ran oto the
garden. Alas | sho was too Tate ! Puss had scam-
pored off aoross the grounds with ono of thy young
bi.ﬂhinhnrmnuth;thn TiiF wsid pdiph
reusiiing. birdsdoad Lo e K
a eurlsity for [ricpdsat home. -~ p- “‘“H"_
Guhhh.hu beett Snlocted as e 5 Timslhs
asylum, und for barracks Kt Yncasimodatlim of
troops landing from England;  chiefly, becanso tha
soldiers are hore o goad dial -oub ol the way of
temptation, a9 Jrinking eanmot be followed up in. this
gmall islang, with the facilitics which are aff .
apieits aro'so cheap 1a Tolia, it & wan who i 2
(utiby fur- drinking, wpoet coming out fo Gis country
s cortain (o i Tl T e ——
some of the othor discases peculiar to the Eoal; suds
it faeb the number of deaths that, Femlfing from Akie
vieo nlong, thin pur E“’“lk'lnrogimm b Tﬂl}'m‘
1 am tompied hero bo miake an, extract from 3 o
S A i
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surgmlm.her Emtywasthragﬁnml, to the Army
Board in London, .

’FAﬂuﬁmmﬂg some of the predmpomg causes to t.ha
fearful mortality that attended this regiment, which
landed in Bombay during the wet season, July, 1842,
and showing .that forced maxches, harnssing,duty,
encamping. in tents, and yicissitides of " temperature,
had, all mé.ﬂﬂwu ‘share in the work of death,
Mr.ajhbmwuhm iollows :—* There is another
undeniable, and " almast incaleulable prodisposing causo
of disease, alike mmmnxg:tha 86th and other
European corps, in this and in other garrisons in
India; viz., the use of raw and ardent spirits, While
T admit the extent of this evil, I do not mean to say
that it was greater in the 86th than in any other
corps. I have taken the trouble to possess myself of
mﬁmphnnmﬁgm on this subject, which satisfies
me, that what I state is exactly correct, The soldiers
were allowed to obtain fonr drams or ¢ tots’ of arrack,
daily, the amount of which, when put together, is
about half a common bettle.  If a man does not
exceed this, he thinks himself temperate, and is
considerdd: so in his regiment. Many, of course, do
not avail fhemselves of this indulgence, but there are
few: who do mot. take two drams daily. < Day by day

this pnntnm:sﬁbwed %y,a‘tqoxmmy mh,,aud
permiited.” O e L T

These men,asﬁoﬂnd from the. Raport from
which I have made an extract, were the greatest
saffercrs from cholera, in this and other regiments, to
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which Mr. Thom alludes; thongh he snys, that he

does not mean to infer that inebricly was in erery
umﬂm{ndhylhuwﬂfﬂnﬂuh The soldiers
sufored most; their wives next; the children and
afficers still less ; whilo Jadfie had & fotal ‘exemption
from this foarful malady. Had it been, as b obwerves,

contagious, all wore equally Liable 0 its alincks; in

fact, wearcely an officer’s compound entirely escaped
it yot, out of forky-two ladies Hving in the canton-
ment it Kurrachee, only one had slight and doubiful
nitnck of cholera, sod oot ono died.  This hie atidbibes
to temperance ; b the absence of fatigne and night
marches ; and to living in cool and well-ventilated
bangalows ; seciug that these ladies were snlject, in
comman with the soldicrs, to the same atmospliric
changes ; and that it was certainly not their sox which

profected  them, as the soldiers’ wives suffered

severely,

The East India Company linve erected, on Colabakb,
comfirtable I:ui.'l:]ingl,i:r the benefit of invalid pfficers
wlio_msy require sea air-or ses bathing.  Thuke
e aro callod the *sick bungalows,” and are

! i a spacions compound.  Closs to the prin-
cipal vutrapee 8 n jack-troe, much  decayed, and
supposed to be one of the oldest trees now standing
on any of these iddands. Abont half & mils 1o the
south of the sick bangalow, and ndjeining the pamide-
ground, is a neat litkle thatebed chapel, whers the |
English sorvice is performed ; but all wlmqru]r‘lo
avall themeelves of ramhnq their own chairs, 8¢
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;l.ﬁo-:nimnhn any seats, 1 weut two or_thrve
times, and heard pleasing discourses from the Rev,
Me. Pigot, the gentieman who usually officiates there.
A fiewe olil Mohammodan tombe still roar their donied
roals among the cocon-nnt trees; and some very
pucient Portnguese houses, crumbling into Toins, recall
to memary the wealthy merchants who once cconpied
thevs islands, and e beavily-laden Spanish galioons
that wore wont 4o sail from. thess shores, to vnrich
the nobles of Spais, or to gild the palases of the
Vesotisns.  Tho wa-shore hero was.a favourits
morning ramble of mine; and the eallecting of thu
variety of beautiful shells, which hovs abonnd, afforded
ma amuscient and instruction, The shellsare literaliy
ﬂu'mm up.in_heaps by the tide; though' the lurge
was the only one of any sieo which 1
.mﬂm were numbers of the acomn, spine,
variogated cocki, wpiral, soail, anid bivalse shells;
madripores, scipia o custle-fish Bapes, M
and mauy intoresting marine productions, that endbled
mo to fill a good-siwed box in & fow days.  The small
eiwries are sought after here by the ostives; for in
many parta of India they still psss current for
money ; and to say a thmgumtwtha cawri, is &
evtnmion, asanr expression, .m,?u]y.h
“diforunt places, Alﬁmh_.

iﬂllillmq-.lh 'lnndl.
0 gumles . =t g,
37 poma . - P EuTenl pupew, o 2500 com e
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A curious species of land-crab infested the shores of
Colabah. 1T fancy these crabs must have been the
accypodes, or swifi-footed crab, of the naturalist; if
not, they well deserved the name. Hundreds might
be seen at & time, in the morning and evening,
hunting.about for any stray food that ﬁm@\ or the
fishermen might have left.  When disturbed, they
ran with incredible swiftness, holding high above their
bodies two extended claws, which they wounld knock
together with a singular sound, asif to intimidate
their enemies. As they ran into holes which they
had formed in the bank, that gently shelved down to
the shore, I used sometimes to perplex them, by
placing & stone over the entrance of their holes, and-
giving chace to the excluded owner. Upon finding -
that his own door was closed against him, he would
remain stationary for a second or two, asif deter-
mining what to do next; then he would start off,
and bolt down the first hole in hisroad. If it chanced

to bo already occupied, the Jawful tenant and the
mtmaar soon ve-appeared upon the surface, aud &
fiorce fight ensued.  The body of these curions and
amusing erabe, which are v of 8 Tight brown colour,
and much about the same size, is abont an inch long,
and almost 'spherical in shape. They have, beside
their claws, four delicate long legs on each side, eaclh
armed with a sort of hook. The claws are small and
long, and capable of grasping and camrying firmly a
very large substance. The eyes m,ymbml
horny, like thued'_@amcﬂ Mu’lﬁ I
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nininelined to think, that these cmbs are the same
which Bishop Ieber met with near Poonab, and
which are thas deseribed by him :—* The plain of
Poonah is very bare of troos @ and though there ar
somo garding immediatoly around the city, yet as both
thess and the city itsalf i in 8 small hollow on the
banks of the river Moolal, they are not suficiently
couspiouons to dntermapt the pgenoral chamcter of
nakednow ia the pieture, any more than tho fow
principal and most ploasing foature is & small insulated
hill immedistely over the town, with the templo of
tha goddess Parvati on its summit, and a large tank
(which, when I saw it, was nearly dry,) ot its hase,

All the grass-land round this tank, and gooerally

bundle of food almost s big as isell. This food is
grass, or the green: stalks of rico; and it i amusing
to soe them sitting na it were npright, to ent their hay
with their sharp pincors, and then waddling off
with' the sheaf o their holes, as quickly as their
sidolong pace will carry them.”  As it has been com-
mouly supposed that all land-crabs retired at certaln
soasons of the year to the sea-side to deposit theie
egEe in salt-water, Mr. Broderip hns made an
interesting observation respecting the land-crabs
spoken of by Bisliop Heber. In the fourth volutne
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of the Zoologieal Journal, he says, that * when we
call to mind the position of Poonah, and read of the
neighbouring. river and tank, we may feel inclined to
ask whether the river or the tank might not be the
scene of ovipositing ;” and, he adds, that it is not
improbable that there may be a race of land-crabs
appropriated to continental, or even insular situations
out of reach of the ocean, and that fresh water may
be as necessary to their re-production as sea-water is
to the land-crabs of the West Indies. Such a suppo-
gition,” he thinks, “is in unison with the bountiful
provisions of Nature for the general diffusion of animal
life.”

‘Bidding adien to the land-crabs and to Colabah, we
will now turn our attention to some of the natives,
who, in the way of their respective occupations,
minisier so largely to an Englishman’s comfort and
happiness in Indin; and whose useful services may
be zaid to be indispensable in every bungalow.

Tl e -

e = Ak L)
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CHAPTER IX.

i { have known enses in wm:mhum woman would have
esteemned hersalf robbed of a privilegs, it lwluuhﬁﬂd any
other ﬁnwnmub !onmt_
mﬁm ‘same woman two m‘m
sister, or my cousin, will do that for you. lmmm;w-,'f

Mazs. ELuis,— Wouex or Excrixp.”

Establishment of a wealthy merchant, Three elases of servants.
© Laliey’ maids and Ayehs. Affection of Indian nurses, their Tove
far: your childeens Sketch of  Dobie or washer-man. How to

ST

brooch. ~ Temptitions tobe avoided. Mu&cmwpm
umngsmm. His beautiful work. English ladies and poor husbands. A
box on the ear for stupidity, Indian butter. Anoldﬂﬂ:nﬂu.
Sketch of Meeta and Metrane pers.  Poor despised people.
Chandalas forbidden to reside in towns. Thair calling. Grave-
_Wﬂmﬁm The First visitof st your Bungalow.

' servanta. Thtllnllyﬂrm The
V‘&_ﬂl his

MaAx is every where a dependent unqtnrc, eomtantly
looking to others for support and assistance ; and

searcely know of any country where he feels this
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Thia display of slaves, as. ay wiore absundly callod,
(for a m.m'ﬁ'{;l?::—;!lly ia master of his
uwn.liberty, aud propeely remuperated  for Idds
services. ) does nob arise from any partioular love of
baving & preat shiow of. these poople in. your pay, hut
simply from the ciroumstance that the individyal
services of cach catiot be dispensed with, Nearly

 carriages. The scrvauts who reside on YOUr remises

iy bo divided into thre distines classes— Portuguese,
Hindoos, and Moharmeduns ; in order that une nan
may be uselul, when another's roligion will not allow
him o be so. Euhlmhhnpauhwklﬂf}l_.ul

hien ; spd wih thuunduuhuﬂug they gt on v

well together, Your. nedan servants will ot
bristles. d’-th.'mﬂdﬁnnlt your Iiadoo servants

will ‘ot touch w plate or dish that has been defilod
by yourself, or Ly a Portugucse ; and henco arises
the necessity of having servants of differant castes,
1t was the custom formerly,—perbaps as matter ol
fashioas,—for a family going out o ludia to take with
them & wall-gd Andy's-maid, who eould fulfil
Wl dutins belonging to i station, nd alio, when
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necessary, amsint in the instruction of your children,
Thpofmmm&nﬂybummmﬁhhdbyn
wealthy family, and involved p sericus outlay and
respousibility.  However, it was the fashion; and
numbers of young females, often respectably oom-
uected, tins found their way out to India.  If they
were. gool - looking, they soldom remaived six months
namarzied ; and gven those, least favoured in putward
attractions soon foand & partnor and & home amidst
the lundrode of singlo, old gentipman, who wanted
honscheepers miber than wives, to mmpllh _,i‘hlir
happioess in their adopted conntry, The consequenco
of nll this was, that English ladies got tired of trying
experiments which proved 80 costly, o gode camo
into fashion, and fadie’-maids weal out. Your Ayol,
ormurse, takes care of your children in the doy, and

slespa - in the same room with thom at night. Sl is.

often & faithful creatare, and romains with you for
liffe. Slie: loves, to distraction, your littlo ones ; and
ﬂlﬂ} return it, by geareely over hearing to ba oot of
hior sight.  Ter affection becomnes =0 strong, that she
will often: pelinguish every tie thet binds her to her
wative land, to follow you, and the objecls of bex
unoomuerable attaclment. - Shy toaches your children
liethe: Indian. songe and tales; many of whicl aro
very besutiful, and it is nmﬂlm--htuu,lhq
pick up frotn e hw:‘u country, mhug
as Lhey often do. od Titile iutorproters to thsic parenta,
The Aych spends all her spare money if mot pre-
vented, in buying little misew and aniesa Poonali and

= A
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Sural toys and sweotmeats. Her idlo Nours arg
passed In the manafeture of eleplinnts, lions, and
tigers, ot of cloth, and stuffed with saw-dust or
sundal-wood powdler, s rewards to. the chibdren, for
silting on the fluor and teaching your eldest boy how
0 snake a turban ont of Lis fathir's red sash, or het
own marree. The Ayeh has often the cutire cire of
the Anglo-Tndian family where the mother has boen
taken away from among them. The eme [ hava
okolched hero was e0 situted. She was an ol
woman, and had grown grey and wriskled in her
wastor's service. The little ones called hee  mother,”
the elder ohildren “ Ayoh doar,” for sho lad bem
o kind good nurse to all of fhem. *“Sho is o fimn
charcter,” said the widowed Dr. Y. to me one day;
“and the only porson T have sbout me that T can
really trost”  Many are (he  bitter toars  ofton
shed, when circumstances compel you to leave bohin
the poor Aych, who has nursed the lﬂlghiﬁ‘
m‘hﬂthﬂ [or .. _____ i i __r.... i
 ho dibic, o wasliéemin, you may engage st so
much a month, according Ao the number, or the wants
of your family. He comes to your bungalow once a
week, and Lrings with lim his own sorvants to carry
away tho articles npon which ha is to exorciss his
detesgent art ; you give him a list of them, which list
yoor mibedel rels, over to Lim in lhnﬁm:h
marking it off im his own way, and yoa keeping
another list yoursell, If your lumily i & mumercus
ye .
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‘ome, thero is & mountain-heap awaitiog bin at the end
of the week ; for the preservation of health demands,
eapecitlly during the hol eeason, perpotmal change
of rumunt. The debis takes your bolengings oub
about & mils into the eotbtry, where there are some
ll.l.'g'ﬁ I’I!hl':l:liﬂllnk_! 'pl‘ﬂhdn-d s and  after |m'l‘i.ﬂ§
dipped them in & deseription of bleaching liguid, he
and his mon sob 80 work 15 beat than on stones, till
~ throagh frosh wat wpread out to dry in the
win; & work which orcopies bub a few minutes, snil
which makes them soowy white. Of conrss this
beating process, which is carriod on for some time,
eoon dastroys your garments ; buttons fly about in all
directions,-and hooks nnd eyes are for over scparted.
The srticles aro thon taken homo to by iruned, which

is dine by passing over  them, in the usul manne, a

T =

what ladies call “getting op,” are dipped into a
eurious farinacoous  compound, - called conjes, and
propared from arrow-rook and roe.  Nor is the
Indian_dbie igoarant of the miysteries of stiffoning
'lln,omhg, ke, only li0 never puts any blue joto
© " hin preparations ; water nd esuryting elss it 4 dead
© white; and, fa consequance, eversthing oa wlich be
exercises his akill won tus yeflow, like (e lace
onoo thonght so valuable, As the destraction of
baflons, &e., is carried ony on 2 rEinoys Boale, stuay
are used in Indiz whorever the substitution is practi-



*

RECOLLECTIONS OF INDIA. 227

eable. They can be purchased from the native
Jewellers, finely executed in gold, silyer, or Cambay
pebbles. It is seldom that the dobis Toses any of your
apparel, for his eye soon becomes familiar with your
private mark on them ; and until this is the case, you
may expect fo receive occasionally the property of
othors. His caste has the reputation of honesty ;
but, as a precantionary measure, the old Anglo-
Indian strongly adyises you always to have a month’s
pay in hand, in case of accident. I remember one,
and I think only one instance of dishonesty on the
part of this functionary ; and it oconrred in the house
in which I resided, and which contained a number of
boarders, Amoug other things, some very valuable
French lace was carried off, and never recovered.—
Information was quickly given fo the police, but the
man of suds had decamped from the island, taking
away with him a large amount of property belonging
to six other families. The. loss to my landlord was
about twenty pounds. There is manufictured i
Bombay a particnlar kind of soap, which has the
oses ; and which consequently is mnch
seldom fail to lay in a stock of
it for their voyage home. ¥
The Uheestio, or pawney-wallah, supplies your
bungalow every morning with fresh water. He
brings it in the skin of a sheep sewed up, with one
leg left for a spaut; the wholo being secured by &
leathern cord glqng‘omt_hela& shoulder. He is a

T




228 . RECOLLECTIONS OF INDIA.

gentleman who stands upon very little ceremony with
-you, and hurries from one room to another, to fill the
bath, chatties, and jugs, whether the apartments be
occupied or not.  His visits are paid rery carly in the
morning, so that you may have the water as cool as
possible; and he troubles himself not at all as to
whether you are in bed or out of it—married or
single. In he rushes, dripping wet, and leaving
behind him a stream of the precions fluid; for his
#nknum;}nphdmg and out gushes the water
into_your vessels, and away he hurries to the next
room.  Sometimes, indeed, yon meet with a polite
pawney-wallah ; one who will give a grunt outside
your door, as a sort of warning to you to be prepared
for him; but this is so rare, that you soon become
accustomed to the sudden intrusion; I have seen
persons, newly arrived in this country furiously
oa such oceasions ; but it is a folly, as they never can
understand a word you say; but strangers, who do
not know the language, always appear to forget this,
The blecstio is so much in the Labit of finding people
in bed, that he seldom takes the trouble to look at
them. If he suspects that you are rising, he may
give kwo of threo grunts, but you eannct detain him
long—aware, as you are, of the ‘many leaks from his
antiquated sheep-skin. English ladies in India are
obliged to conquer, in some degree, their fine sensibi-
lities in such matters. Liable as they are to perpetual
mntrusions of this kind, they soon become indifferent
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%o thie castoms of the country, and appear practically
to recoguise the good semse of EBdward the Third's
well-known motto. .

The pawney-wallak (paronsy, water—acallah, man)
is 2 man upon whom you must keep a sharp eye.—
He is not to be trusted alone in an apartment - con-
taining small portable artioles ; and it is the dity of
“the mascalche, or table servant, to attend him in his
‘Progress over your bungalow. A friehd of mine
having occasion to leave her room for a fow moments
one morning, percoived, npon her return, that a very
attractive Delhi brooch had Dbeen removed from her
toilette-fable. The servants were summoned ; and
suspicion was immediately fixed upon the bheswtis,
who, having been in the room during her temporary
absence; was ordered back, to give an account of
himself. Of course, he most stoutly denied having
tonched the missing article.. He prostrated himself
to the ground, called upon a variety of gods, celestial
and terrestrial, to prove his innocence. His knmmer-
band was removed, and his slippers were shaken, and
‘his mouth examined ; hut no brooch was to be formd ;
and he was about to be dismissed as innocent of tho
theft, when an accidental derangement of his turban,
in the hurry of departure, cansed the lost trinket to
fall to the floor. The man was sent down to the
bazaar-master, and punished ; and was banished frem
the district, as a warning to other cvil-doers. It
should, however, be considered, that, @s a class,
Water-carriers are often cxposed to great “temptations.

e —
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the culpable cuorelessiess of ml]ihlllllh, I-llr'
ﬂ:ir"ﬂ-i‘utl -mar do thoy often take ﬂmh,gl al
their many opportnnities of pilfering.  Marvaver,
their civility and willingness to ohlige you at all
houre, together with their low charges, Tender them
Ewvoitrites ; and ﬂ'lu gronfing dhacetie ia Tooked for as
regnlarly every moming ab daybreak, as the cold
bath, which ik ia his duty to replenish.

T}u ﬂﬂﬂﬂlm-mm does all your

mﬂrw wautifolly, but must have 2
pnuun to copy; wlich pnkl.m nﬂl if mot
watohed, he is apt to copy too exactly 1 having been
known to introduee s pateh into the back of an
officer's  ow uniform, in imitation of o eimilar dig-
figurement in the pument eent for a pattern.  The
lil'.l'll E%_gﬁpﬁdnfnﬂhﬂluwhu,nthm

not, or. miﬁ"[&
‘[Enminhnmﬁ

o 1% hlut.mthn'l‘d'u,ﬂﬁuﬂﬂlhﬂkhﬁhﬂ
condition of Lis colton socks, and other similar
matters. 1 koow the blume is always thrown upon

di'mntnlw.l the heat; and i would by upreason-

hhu:inhcrm though the denyie should

' ~hwnﬁrﬁ&:hakdwimtnldn@nr

wristhands to pateh up ; yet, Ihmguh thonght,
h1mnmwﬁ:ﬂmd’mﬂu it appears to
have to the Anglo-Tndian lady, and the extersal
world jess demands opon her time:  How ofien does
a wife, who woy exraful aboni many things at homo—
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"1 speak of that necessary care which does not come

under condemnation—shake off all her responsibilities
‘as it respeets domestic matters; and fall an easy prey
to the indolent habits and self-indulgent customs of
this idle country. "l'ndn,'rmd’ghﬁfh me one
day in Bombay, “is a sad school for youngwives,
and a ‘wretched one for poor husbands."” The dorgia
is considered by good judges to be a beautiful
needleman ; and there are very fow articles of dress
that he is not able to make up satisfactorily from a
pattern.  He is honest, and, like many other natives
of the ecast, weasily instructed; and he works very
quickly with an awkward ivory thimble, pushing the
necdle /rom Lim, instead of towards him. To ever
fixes his work by means of a pin, but keeps it on the
stretch, by holding one end of it tightly between the
soles of his feet. As he works, hie hums some low-
toned ditty, and looks the picture of contentment,
He usually sits near your drawing-room door, npon &
mat, which he spreads out to keep all clean lh%

tidy.  His turban he converts into a pineushion ; in a
hole in itre of it he deposits the wax with

which he Tiberally coats every needleful of the thread
which he uses. The beating process alveady mentioned
affords him plenty of business.

The deryic is singularly good-tempered. T have
seen & lady box his ears—perhaps in a fit of abstrac-
tion—for doing his work amiss, Hé took the affront
very good-humouredly, laughed, and appeared amused
by the onsef of tho wrathful fuir one ; merely saying,

;.



202 muumﬁu OF INDIA.

as, with ihumum possible wmpmrh e salo down

again; 10 umpick the offenling work, * Madam evy
angey bhis time with poor dergiv; Lul me do it over
agaig, and please angry madam, next time, hapes,”
The dérgie, who comes to you abont eight o'clock Tn
the ‘moming, brings with him his little brass'ehatly
full ‘ol his own particular deinking- waler, and's fow
mﬁnﬂ-ﬁﬂmﬁﬂ have boont Tricd in ghee ;*

cleanses Wiz nmith most
n little Besoch frof- any noigh-
bﬂmnghm forms the end of it into & sort of brush;
and pasies another half hour in polishing with this
instrument his pearly teeth, He then taps his
forehead two or three times, as if blessing lLimsell

lﬂ?hﬂpﬂqnnpuhumn,hmmumhm

o At A
of Misdistan, snd S ,ﬁ
Partof Cential m‘hmm%uﬂ

iblstrict Ban. Ulellave, s own reeebpt il e coe bn smmon sie s g
folluws,  Tha mew milk must be tollel ln sn earthen pat for to-or
thres haurs, afier which it ls ablowwl o st 00 quite eosl, when &
Retle wemr milk tyro) b scded G msilsr in dhe congwisten.  Nest
Mﬂmuuuluhhm-mww; when the
uum-rh-uruslmn.hmhuh-nuh—
hrqu-phu-hm After sbissing fus sbau
*“Mﬂ?iﬂ‘h"rﬁ‘
mmh@“ Btior s polleaed b Repl il
B heeomts puachl Shen mit and hede-load sre adied, aed i it i
potted fof uar. Mhtmwnmhmm A
it Bl is Ilnﬂmlqmur"l-hrh!nnllﬂlhl-lﬁ;ﬂ
vumfimial wnddl the butier fapbi l.'-l.‘lhh ladmilivs bove Uhely hfm
ehurma] in o hottly with & Letuboo throagh e cork of 107 the Loide
lnwhaken mith we nuib fod hall s o,

I
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quiet work, until the sun goes down, and the shadows
of night bid him depart. Such is the native dwyie
whose porteait I have sketched from an old friend,
who had worked for years for the family with whom
I resided. He was a great favourite, and a type of
his caste.

The services of the mesta and metrans, maieand
female sweepers, or, a8 they are commonly called,
jarra-wallahs, are indispensable in every bungalow.
A few words concerning these poor despised people,
may not prove uninteresting to my readers. They
excite our sympathy, because they are poor, and have
been scouted for ages, nay, abhorred, in India, in conse-
qm ofﬂlqrsqpposedmﬁrmmbmhu&hekof
caste. Those who have interested themselves in the
early history of the Chandalas, (for these people are
members of this tribe,) maintain, that they were
originally the offspring of & Sudra, and a woman of
the haughty Brahmin caste. Hence arose the intense
dislike which all the Hindoos entertain towards them.
They are forbidden to reside in towns, or in any way
o usomtajhﬂz those of caste. Their chief occu-
pﬂhmcd.ﬂmﬁymgnmythndend to their
place of burning, or burial; in remoying the daily
acoumulations of pestilential, refuse matter, that
poison the approach to most houses in the native
villages; in digging graves for the carcases of dead
animals ; in executing criminals ; and, in fact, in the
most menial and disgusting ocoupations, in which a
man can be engaged.  Themueta is o sort of hanger-

G 2
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o aboat yone bungalove, A paya bis st it el

iu the morning, armed with n couple of alars. anidle

brushes, made oak of the dried leaves of the plantain
or date palm-tree. Ha walks round ¢o that side of
your dwelling wsually cocupied as sloeping passages
by your domestics, and if they are not astiy, he
aunounces. bis arrival by fusining the handle of his
brush mp and down the. Vunetinn  shidiors outside

 thus producing & noita. ot wnlike » waichmau's
e In e wiy s s

latter performing all the lowest dutios of a chamber.
maid; duties which your apel, from religions motives,
will no# ndortake.  Having finished mnttors within
your bouse, they sdjourn to the stalles, where thay
W%ﬁm{hﬂr soiled Littor, which, for

your harse-keegiers. rofoso. to Soush, . Your

louses, and tho spproaches to your bungalow, are slso
swept ) this being 8 duty which your melly, e
gurdener, in liks manner, rofuses to perfur, . Thoy
$'ifh.ﬁﬂm 8 nunber of baskets, to: receiva and
X away the rubbish ; placing one v the top af

poise thom. Your olher servants avoid these poor
poople as much as passible ; for they will lose caste,
thoy say, if sson even to cotiverse with them : Lo fowcd
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them, is thought to be pollution of the very vilest
deseription, . They appear, from what I could collect
mpmting them, to be a quict race of persons, who
gain an honest livelihood in-the houses of the wealthy;
though thie small sum which they receive from each
employer per day, would excite the contempt of many
a street-sweeper in IEngland. A coarse muslin
wrapper round fhe loins; and falling as low as the
knee, where it is tucked up, and a small flat white
turban, flat from carrying weights upon it, constitute
the whole of the costume worn by these useful,
though despised people, who add so much to the
comfort of John Bnll and his children in India.

stable; with your horses; and it is not nnusual to find
him, if you peep in at night, fast asleep with his
family, by the side of the Arabian. He is a hard-
working man, and has to attend you when ont
visiting. If you are on horseback, he rins after you,
and always carries a ehowric, or whisk of hairs in his
hand, to keep the flies off the animal. If yon run a
carriage, you put him in livery, and he sits behind
you omthe step ; onsuch oecasions hie boasts of being
your syce, or groom. These stable-men are, generally
speaking, an cbstinate race; and it is . a difficult
matter to persuade them to undertake the earo of
more than one horse. Horses in India always when
in stable, have the hinder-legs tethered to a stake
driven into the ground; for they are so tormented by
insects, that it is'dangerous to approach them, unless
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socured in his mannor.  As the gharry-wallah and
your horses live upon the same sort of corny (gram, )
you mmst seu the Isttor fed yoursolf, every day, to
engure them getting their proper allowance, for you
ean place no confidonco in theso native servants when
out of your sight.

If you want to bave an articl of jewellory made
¢ répaired, you mnd for the fgoldemith to come and
put il to rights. o brings with him b lttlo char.
thing necemary o molt, mould, or mend ; and it fs
customary £ supply yoursolf with the gold or silver
which may be requisits for such opemtions, and which
may bo readily purchased: tho enrrent coin of ilig
eountry answering very well, where thera s any diffi-
enlty in procuring the provious metale. 18 is oxcessvely
wsng to the pative goldsmith, ns be is

wated by ~and going themgh tho various
processes o with the fusing, ot perlape: pusi-

fying of the metals. He fang his embers up into o ved
heat with only & common punkal, whicl lso uses
very dexterously. His working-tools are ourious, and
complicatud in their construction, Lnt appear to be
well adaptod for the purposes ‘intended, and satisfy
yonat once that they wem originally, designed by no
comman srimls. Not any of thie tools that T saw aro
copies of tlhoss manufactured in Pieminghsm o
Sheffield ; whith, secing that there aro such largy
imporiations of thoe aseful instruments into Indis
SYRry yoar, may soem. surprising: ‘The native gold-
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smith prefers working with tools of Indian manufae-
ture. He is accustomed fo them from long use, and
the shape is religiously preserved. They snit the
feeble uf bxsﬂiqh hand, and though he gets
me of them, yet time is not to
Bain w;valuabla as to our own industrious artisan.— .
He is skilful, and can set you stones very neatly; or,
make, from a copy, chains, rings, or braoches, if the
pattern be not very difficult. The native jeweller is
also a cuiter and polisher of diamonds, though he cuts
them wunscientifically, from the want of proper
machinery. Consequently, Indian-cut. diamonds are
but litile estecemed at home; and when they are valu-
able, and will bear it, are re-cut before they arve sent
into the London market. Trinkets, and all sorts of
jewellery being so much worn by the Indian ladies,
our artist makes one of a numerons class, who carry
on @ very profitable trade in every town and village
throughout Hindostan. From him may be purchased
the most costly goms ; and though to all appearances
a poor man, he will often, should you express a wish
from under his gown a dirty roll of linen, in which he
has folded an amonnt of treasure that astonishes you,
when spread .ont fo view. Here is a bit of brown
paper, with a diamond wrapped up in it, worth fifty
pounds ; there a ruby, that graced the brow of some
maharajah ; in another,a portrait of some old king
of Delhi, exquisitely. painted, and surrounded by
brilliants ; in another fold, fastened by & pin, is a noso
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ﬂwm&m
wmufphh gold; vou mmmil,ujam

uothing. pqticuhr about it; be smiled—iouches 3

spring—and the ring falls £o piones, and forms a2 noolk-
face two yards lung, that can be returned'at pleasure
into i griginally l , compass.. You  perhaps
want to baya Trin y chain from him; ho
-qunﬁ-.hug- Hlml:mlﬂq'l *he can make yon one
very lika" He lq!ll!

and in l,fuwlmu'm baows himsslf into ;mur pruenes,
with the chain finished, and all plaited by (he nimbls
fingers of the little idusty, dirty wan, whom perbiaps
mlmhl'i_ﬁ:tn solder  your teapot-Kd. If you
t ' with gold m-djm: when dlsing anything,
4 watoh ien clonely, 2 o s, ko

some old upu]ntlm, which ho wished to have molted
down, just for the smake of the silver which they cog-
tained, amd: with which he' deired & have some
.mm Thn\flllugu,]ﬂ‘d]uwmam for,
ihrm h;:mth Liberty qr Mng

phial containing a" imm-ﬁl a6id, of which ho was
Just going o pour some into (he cruciblé, when
ur friend arrested his arm, and fold him that the
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Eth, 7 ome, they search the un&em into which the =g .:
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- CHAPTER X.
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Sketch of the Guebres. City of Yezd. Atlahgar, and banishment of
the Fire-worshippers oul of Persin. Their dissent, ‘The Husmiz
and Cadmiz. Conversation with a Parsee, My friend Nesserwanjee.
Love of imitating English customs.  Ohteasts ‘rejected.  How

ih; M ‘of their dead, Dockmehs, or Temples of ‘Silence.

ities and Atimahes. The Zendavista. Ormuzd and
arity, his knighthood, and opiniona of his friends, his weslth

..dmu.... Lord Keen and the invitation to a ball,  Indies,

Town and country house. Visit to Sir Jamsetjee’s housein the Fort,
Elegant rooms and furniture, Prodigal expenditurs at feasts, &e, A
bridegroom's folly. Visit to the Burra Babee, Her jewels and diamond

. nnthn. Mourning for the dead. Our salaams, &c., &c.

. u
mde some allusion to the Gumlp,ﬁl!ihﬂ,
Parsees, or Fire-worshi ¢ they
mallmﬁit\smw—&my,perhlm
not prove uninteresting to those who are not very
familiar with the history of this strange sect, if T
Sintroduce to their notice ome of these remarkable
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men, and add bim to our list of national partraits.—
Bal, biforg we spuak of Sir Jumsnijos Jegjelhoy
individually, it is necessary that we should take o
liktle journey into Persia.  Wa will not linger guiong
=unme~gudm.hmmlt pazs over sanily descrts
mllot‘t;munnhu.nﬁp as our camels will carry
us, mitil we cross ﬂluhﬂ!ﬂmd Famllu,hﬁﬂ
lh&pmnmdlnl.&gmn. whenee o guile will
vonduct us to the caravansera of Yezd, and the sty
of which we are in searah,

Yezd hos long beon colelirated For s manofctures,
We ars delighted with its poreslain works, and long
to earry home with us some of  thoso qﬁ
and carpets, se much songht afer #{lm hﬂﬁuﬂ
Turks, to supply their barema The hand-loom i
busy at work, Rich silks and showy cottony
altract our notide, as we ramble through the eluss

“mnil fll-ventilated bazaars, and forci rrchants, in

odd eostumes, crowd mround. as, ‘dispute the

:I'taqmbmthus. “I’Iogdmhldﬂ,d 24 one, as, %
‘bowing his yay out,of s opiuim Whop, 48 pul
- hnﬂ." ; “By

elowd ' -

Allab, lﬂlhrl ﬂ"lﬂiﬂ.'p—ljl another.  Wo have
excited wuriosily. A short, plump, snimal-looking
Mussulman, armed with a Tittls brief suthority; taps
ux on the shauldir, and demands ony business in the
city of Youl ;* and if wo cannot utiufnﬂutily pn'rl

& Tharitlstriet of Vesd b somambisl seotsistonily. /
ﬂﬂh,m-m&lnhm:mﬁ
o of Khotauth, 11 Rt b i Wit Akt e
we
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to him, that we dre ueither Giaour sar Guobee, lio
insists npon our payisg lim at once a sum. of money
varying from five to ity rupees, just as bo may
estimate our ability to comply with his domands.
Buch s the way in which these hated Mobammiedans
lovy theie Black-mail upon all poor pilgrims who
annually resort hither to pay their vows at the shrine
of one whom they detest, and whose riame hns becomo
: among them. The love of gaiu, however,
ol : \ :~" ._-__ ".'_ thi !H F . “‘PH.3 Sl
ther fire, which Zorosstor i sdil to Tisve first kindled
in the temple of Yexd, and which id fod with costly
wood night and day, by a fow unbelievers, who are
permiticd to live in the oty and keep it up, still
continues to blazs in spite of porsceution. In process
of timu theso Fire-worshippers hucame a dispersed
. -

aad climate the territory produmes pood frales, sk sl oo, bak o
aniugh af e laiter i berve Sore Uoas ferry dipd eoitaniption.  Veag,
with all i fnee diradvantages is smnng the moy o perois citien bn Peralag
S i It ey £ Lts etsimsierew wndl amfactures. 01 is ono of (he great

- Betwin (he dat and vt Caraviiia friom Cabnl, Caabimers,
: - Kirmas, rw e Iy merrimnes frnn Lgadian,
Shims, : ntervhungy af o
o dakia, vogurcaniy & ey market every
wherr.  The pogiliiiyg L

srule, wnd wmng them sre 300 fenilien o Ghabies or fillowers of

Eormmster, #n ldustiizns sl paalent raor, wha in aphir & bieavy tanstinn

mrr sttghibm buslly to brade sl sgriewlture,"—Trivess i
(L
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people ; and Mohammedan tyeanoy is said to have
driven ont thonsanls, friondless and destitute, into
foreign lands.  Nuwbers of (hese poor exiles found o
sholter in Gurorst,  Some were sold as slaves to
differont Tndian princes; and afler the death of their
loader they wern: soattered o tho four winds of
beavon.  Wherever they arm new met with in
Hindostan, they toll you, that they bronght with
them some of the sacred fire that hurns in one of
Zoroastor's beloved Atishgahs at Yerd ; thot in their
new home they have ersotod o lemple for its reception
and hononr ; thoad Dasteers, or. pricsts, watch ovor it ;
and that go ope of & faith different from theirs is
permitted 4o onter. the sacrcd building, Here, how-
ever, a8 elsawhore, the uneasy spirit of dml Thns
broken the tender tics of kindrod and country which
ariginally hounid this persecuted sect together ; and the
Fire-warshippers of Indin are now divided and sab-
divided into many jarring partice. The Rumidz, not
oonbenl with the doctrines wl:iuh Zﬂrm tlughl

'I'lht;: poople, whatn euriosity tompted at first
o join a9 spectaiors, the gandy and glittering
vorvmonials of Brahmanism, grow up in time converts
toit. The Cadmiz aloné boast of having preserved
puro the faith of their forcfathers, i is unnecessury
tomay, that their roligion hms sank hmiﬂnhﬂn'
warship ‘of the firo and sun: though s Parsee in
Bombay 10} me that he did mds =un ;. fos
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that he knew to be folly ; but as the sun was the most
glorions Abing which tho Great Spirit bl ereated, he
fixed his oy® npon it as he mpm{ad his Fendaminla.;

for he koew (hat God was behind it. Whea T tald
him that Guod was evory whore, and that be had
eapecially forbidden man to bow down and wondip
tho sun; and moon, and staes, and all the hest of
heaven ; that nothing could displease him more than
mhmbip—rhm-ﬂm,.mlm o, il told.
kiui, that ono of th great objects England and other
christiin comntries had in yiew in sending ook
miissionarios Lo hdu.wuln“muhihﬂ'nﬂmh
fursake the wophip of blocks of wood and stone,
Hors, ho interrupted mo; and said, in an excibed
mnnner, that the Hindoos wero a horeid. and  bad
people ;. pointed oot fo me all their errors, and
mwmnhmmmﬁﬂm [
winile wo shuk o quhdh-n-q. 4;;.;“&;.
romind him of the sscred fire which ho himsell
worshipped in the temple, when a salden thought
- sermed to flash acress his mind.

“Xon say,” be observed, “that you send out
es fo teach the Hindoos not to pray to wood and

stame ; Bow ds it the, you have 80 wany ia Eagltd
i sk St .t s ot

they givo it, o thst of the wouins, of whom tlicy have
=0 many pictures, and aboul whom thisy talk sa mnel,.”
Nessorwanjoe lad here put to me 3 mther diffienlt

w

i
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quostion. T will nol delain my renders with (he
answer which 1 guve €0 his gueries. T was at that
time, like himedl, vory young, and I ean remembor,
that 1 .did not satisfy Lim ;- for I found jt & topio very
difficult to discties with sou whe wax ignerant of the
Word of God and of the gl of mlvation. Poor
Nesorwanjee! he come to seo mo v
ovening to loarn, as be wid, all ahont the English and
the eustoms of my uafive land ; and to practise upon
& piancforte that bulonged to @ pentleman who Hved
in the house in which T resided, apd who had, to
gradify and enconvapu native talent, kindly tanght him
music. Ha had always & biuch. uhl[nqu Mlowers
far me it tap of bis (orbin, mhﬂ
would please me. Iﬂun‘kl ofill see s
zomae face fall of smiles as ho entered T OO, CuTivas
to find out il I'eonld spare time * to talk & Tittlo with
him."—He was o dandy in his dress, for the cotton
robe usually worn by the Parsees, he had, substitutod
one made of cxquisitely fine cashmere ; ﬂmﬂw
whits socks hﬂhw '
stockings, anidl the pretty litth formed up i‘;:gpmlmt'
been ensk pside for henvy Amercan shos ; and all
thie was, ny he mid, in andor 4o bé “Hko the English.”
T Hindood my that tho Parsecs of Tndia nee
outeasta of Persin, bat this they indignantly deny,
Ahough it is supposed that wany of them were driven
aut in the eighth - eeotury. The 20th of Soptes
they rloimato i Bombay, a8 the conimmecins
their new year, and: fha d:rm car - Pro
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birth. They have a curious way of disposing of their
dead. The body is carried out on an iron frame, if a
poor person, to one of the public dockmals, or temples
of silence, the bearers of the corpse having their
shoulders tied together by a sacred cord, to scare away
the gins, or evil spirits, who delight, they say, to flit
about the dead on their passage to the tomb. A dog
performs the same duty when a Parsee is dying. He
““temples of silence” are large eylindrical buildings,
twenty-six feet high, built of solid masonry, and open
at the top. They are some miles from the Fort in
Bombay, and many of the wealthy Ghebres have
private temples of their own. Inelined planes slope
dowa_ from tho walls of the interior; on which are
deposited the bodies; loosely wrapped in a linen gor-
ment ; and as the bones accumulate, ‘they are thrown
into a well at the bottom, which has a communieation
by a subterranean passnge, to-enable a person to creep
i and remove them, when the pit is too full, The
bodies so exposed are soon torn to pieces by the fowls
of the air, and it is in Persia considered a happy omen

if_the right cye is devoured first by the carrion
= | e

inhabitants, is under the control of the ruling spirits
known as Oramanes and Arimanes. Oramanes, or
. 'Ormuzd, as he is sometimes called, is worshipped as
the originatar of all that is good and pure, in heaven

"‘h.-__A

e b
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and earth ;. while Arimanes, or Aliriman, is thought
to ba continually engaged in the dissemination of evil.
In the Zonduvista, which is-one of theie rituals of
devotion, the resurrection s confidently spoken of ;
race.  Fire, varth, air, wator, is to yield up cack the
partion they possess of the body of man, - which Ahey
ey, 'an woon a8 ho dies, entors into thrse eloments ;
the soul will be re-united fo ity earthly bady, and the
Juicw of the plant Hom, and fhe milk of & eurtais
bull, will recall the wandering spirit to ils bowe, and
mun will then live again, and thesughoat, ol cher
nity. Wicked mon have, by their doctritin, to undergo
a_wart of prrgntory—a horrible suffering for
years—when Ormuxd will have mirey on them, an
permit thew to eutor into hesven. © Aliriman, with all
his demons, will in the end be convorted, and warship,
as ministoring  angels, the Great Spirit. Berlutly
speaking, the Parsces luve no tomples for warshipping
in, Their temple is the world ; gud fire snd Tight,
air and water, have each & peeuliar wiloration paid (o
them.  The atifynd; or fire-tomple, is valy to profeel
the sacred flamo feom extinction or deflemint. A,
fire ia worshippod, I."Imy nover make an Improper use
of it For this reason, a fire onee Lighted in a house
i ucver extingnished, thongh they will naw, 1 bidieva,
pubont a dous: om fire, They will not uss firc-arns ;
and 1 rememlier a° Parsce, from whom [ hadd paee-
chased wheroots, refnsing ta give me ﬁn-hg
ome d;_E:. My roligion will miob perasit me,” he
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said. - Many of the devont Parsces, though they have
‘hoth money and inclination to travel by sea, and visit
foreign countries, will not do so, fearing they should,
in.a long voyage, pollute the waters they hold so
-sacred. A holy water, ealled sor, is used by them in
driving away bad spirits, and a drop of the venerated
juice already spoken of us restoring life to man, is put
into the:mouth of the mew-born babe, and of the

r

& e

gether, there is much superstition mixed up with their
zeligion, though we find that chastity, honesty, truth,
‘and charity, are required of them, and practised by
them. Viewing the Fire-worshippers as a body, we
cannot but look upon them as anintelligent, and even
enlightened people, when compared-with the Hindoos.
It may be thought presumption inme, if mot in any
man, to venture to predict respeeting any particular
‘seck in India, that before many years have rolled by,
it will be indaced, through the preaching of the
- gospel, t0 embrace Christianity ; yet, I.cannot but
think, from what I have seen of the Parsees, and of
the geeat aaxiety which they baye shown to educate
their sons, and to have them tanght £ read and writo
the English Tinguiage, that the day is not far distant
when their sacred fires will have died out ; and when,
instead of looking, as they now do, ta the genii of the
elements for protection; and to the sun as their
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mediator, they will turn from the visible creature to
the Creator, and will look up only to Jesus, the sole
Mediator between God and man. A gentleman in
Bombay, who had the instruction of several Parsee
children, fold me, that it was really astonishing how
soon they were taught to read and write the English
language ; and that he would sooner teach half a
dozen of these boys, than one heavy European lad.
« During my residence on that island, there wera two
Parsec youths who had been induced to embrace
Christianity, in Bombay, through the well-directed
exertions of one of the Scotch missionaries; but so
bitter were the Fire-worshippers against them, that
their friends had driven them out, and had denie
them the common necessaries of life. Tt was state
to me, that in comsequence of this umexpected ani-
mosity, the East dndia Company had not only to
protect, but to support them. They were two fine
young men; they regularly attended the Scotch
Church, and were, to all, objects of great interest.
Some of their enemies said, that they had only changed
their religion to please those who had it in their
power to.procure them good situations, but I have
every reason to suppose that such was not the case.
With respect to Zoroaster, the founder or promul-
gator of the Parsee religion, and the author of the
Zendavista, but little is known. Some state, that he
was & King of Bactria, and devoted his whole life to
the study of magic and astronomy, Others, that he
veas simply the restorer and reformer of the ancient
12
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faith.of Persia. To M. du Perron is due the honour
of first. drawing out from its obscurity, and giving to
the world a translation of the Zendavista, a work
that had been carefully concealed by the Parsces. It
consists, as their traditions assert, of twenty- one nosks
or books, of which only one, the Vendidad, is pre-
served entire. The Abbe Foucher remarks, that the
Zendavista “ bears exactly the same reference to the

hﬂh of Zoroaster, that the Romish missals and
: hmm N .,

g said thus much abont the Fire-worshippers
in genera.l we will now tarn our attention to Sir
Jamsetjee Jecjeebhoy, the patriotic and charitable
Parsee, who, by his liberal contributions, has done so
much for the improvement of the Island of Bombay ;
and, whose munificent gift of £500 towards the
Bombay. subscription for the relief of the suffering
Irish in Treland, during the potatoe famine of 1847,
has, no doubt, made his name familiar in England.
This striking instance of Oriental Liberality is well
worthy of being recorded, and requires no comment
from me ; the noble action speaks for itself, A few
mouths ago, at the opening of the Grand College in
Bombay, Sir Jamsetjee Jecjecbhoy intimated, that he
had lodged with government, the sum of £1000, on
which, interest at six per cent. would be allowed, or
about £60 per annum, for assisting, in. the purchase
of books and instruments, the Alumni, who had dis-
tinguished themselves ; and £500 beside, which, at a
like interest, would afford .£30 per annum, for: the
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purehase of prizes for the pupils while in college.
“These  stimilasts,” memarks the Editer of the
Bombay paper, from which I have extracted the
above, “fo intellectunl exertion, and this enlture of
goneral knowledge, are the best anxillsries in Tibes
rating the mind m&wﬂmﬁ
in ustablishing, by the greatest, but most frresistible
mieank, the tratha of 2 Christian and rational religion.”
T think it was in the year 1844, that her present
Majesty conferred the hononr of knightliood upon Sie
Jamsetjee, after he had founded the eollege that bears
hi# name, in Bombay., This was a peculiar mark of
the high estimation in which lio was held in England;
and there were fow in Bombay, who, when ﬂuﬂq
arrived, did not rejoice, and compTimont “ir:l'lmnqu.
in no measored terma, It is troe, that his Parsee
brethiren on fhe falamd, were o Tittle at o los to onder-
stanid what the addition of Sir, befora their kineman's
name, had t0 do with bis clevation; and they were
waturally very curious to know how much money s
“ Bir" would receive from the kind and good Queen of
England ; but they had it all ‘explained to them in
timi, uﬁr Jamsetjen Jecieebhoy ia maid to woar
his honours as a fine old Parseo gentleman should do,
Sir Jamsetjee and his son Carsetjes are rich merchants
and shipowners in Bombay, From whiat 1 could
learn during my residence on that island, the bulk of
the father's immonso wealth had beon made in the
opinm-trade with China, before the * celestinl ports™
were #0 mr opened by the English. - Sir Jam-
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‘sitjot has & proposssssing and bonevolent connienance.
“Ho is-of ‘moderato ‘staturo, and a Jiftle inclined to
corptilenoy.  Tlo dresses in the simple costume of Liy
people, and carcfully proserves in its éxact shape, the
high canl-board furban that so distinguishes the
Panices from any other mee in Indis; while it ndds =0
much to their height.  Of an evening, Sir Jameeljeo
may be msen with lis family driving about the
om Mhlwmﬂﬂﬂt in

Majonty,
attention, for the Parsaes pride themselves on being
the best judges on the lsland, of this noble animal,
and on their skill in horsemanship.
In 1840, General Sie John Keano, after bln‘l‘mg

up -the Cabul gate of Ghugoes, and planting the

- Biritish eolars on the bLattloments of that_citadel,
returmed ﬁu%a by Bombay, on his road
mEﬁglud,hhﬂlﬂhMmbyﬂuﬁﬂud
Baron Keane of Ghasee aad. Cappoquin, with a
pension of £2,000 a-year. Every one at this ime
wak speaking of the glorious sucoesses of our army in
Ahe Fast, littlo dreaming of the fearful tragedy that
‘wis whortly t0 bo enacted, when thousands of our
brave twoops. wers, with their famished and® frosen
lenders, to. perish horribly in the Bolan Pass, mown
dnmﬁhguubﬁnihqﬂmd the frantic
Affzhans,

It may appear u littls forsign to thunbjmhufau .

s, hut 1 cannot refrain from quoting & passage from
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Sir Robert Peol's speech in the Tonse of Commons
touching this deplorable event. “ When lad you
Lefore,” asked the nﬁmm“u e
whole cycle of your history, any dissster like that
which has befallen yoo in Afighmistan? a disaster
which I adaii is wot irreparable—a dissster which 1
trust. will bo speclily repaired by tha spirit and
vigowr o your eounvils, pnd by the gll& exertions
of your armies; bot when 30l you over read in the
History of England of such o wholesale slinghter as
that which has befallen your forces, and which a
privais individual reports in every newspaper ! Hero
is. what that individual writes :=— My life Las been
spared in a most Wooderful manner, and T am the
only Earapean who has escaped from the Cabul army.,
Two natives coly have reached this place, {Tellalahad)
making with mysell threo persons out of an army of
thirteen thou=and,'

Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeablioy, thinking that he musi
ehow his satisfackion at our apparent conquests, took
mam&nm-mmmn-
Bomba imuﬂuﬂhﬂhﬂuhiﬁm
e numbers of the English resident on ihe
faland, t0'a splendid ball which be fatended giving in
honour of our great eictory. The Invitation was
accopled, and o maguificent entertainment was, the
consequence.  Every Inxury that wealth
:hn-,lnnh&lhnhhlmnuﬂmm .'
-qu hat i

.

¥
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thie Parsees, friends of the family, who had assembled
ﬁiﬂ:@l the ceremonies. There was much whigpir-
ing aml Bughing going on, and they had growped
themselves together in -little companics near  the
printipal enirance to the ball-mom, as il expecting
to see somothing vory drofl ov very curious make ita
enirance. These cironmstances, of course, attracted
the attentiol of the English, and one of the efficers
jukingly Mmm.__:.m iger was to be
introdused for their amusmneat. - My fri h,
e
priséntid

with some subetantial remembrance of the:
worthy Parece Knight's upproval of his lato gallant
eondnct ae an officor,  The company, howuever, was
not long kept in s state of mspense,  Sir Jamsetjon
had lefy. the room with his sons, but to re-enter it
with lis wifi leaning upon his arm, and follawed by
his sons, and theie wives and daughters. The surprise
of thos present ean’ bo moes easily conesived than
deseribed. It was the first docinion ‘on which' n
Parsve lady had ever been seon in poblic. Sir Jame
setjoe had loug had his doubits rospecting the justies
oF the solfish custom which deprived the ladisg of liis,
aod othor. Parsce establishuents, froms  enjoyin
themselveq Jike rationsl creatures. Mo bad gose to
3 groat exponse in giving kis daughiers a good
Englich clucation, and he dotermined upon  this
oceasion, and thencofarward, fo show his contompl
for such absurd nonsense as the supposed Tosing of
taglear rank, by allowing Parsce ladies to- associate
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with persons of a different faith from his own. He
was thus practically acting up to one of the common
opuuona held among the Papsees; “for God,” they
v, “delights mﬁahwmdhmmium " and
they hold. it meritorious to enjoy the best of every
thing they can obtain. The breaking through, on the
part of Sir Jamsetjec’s family, of long-established
customs so common in India, was a subject of serious
conversation among the fire-worshippers of Bombay,
and constituted fully a nine-days’ wonder among the-
Hindoo and Mohammedan community. Some thought
the ultra-liberal Parsee must be a little out of his
reason ; others suspected, that he had lost his Kusti,
or sacred girdle; and all were unanimous as to his
having now only ons soul, and that, of course, the evil
one ; and they pitied his family, who were led away
by his bad spirit. Sir Jamsetjee, however, soon
afterwards appensed their anger, and quieted their
fears as to his sanity, by building a new Fire Temple
on the island at his own expense. His good example
in allowing the Parsee ladies their full enjoyment of
sweet liberty, was not, I am sorry fo say, followed
out, as le hoped it might be, in other Parsee families,
The Parsee ladies still continue to be shut up in their
houses, though many of their husbands have acknow=
ledged to me the folly of the custom ; owning that it
made them appear in the eyes of strangers little better
than Hindoos.
* Sir Jamsetjee has ahandaomemnh-y,uwdl as a
town residence. The latter is situated in Rampart
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~ltow, Fort Goorge.  11ad the pleasure of goig over

it ooe day in company with a few friends, who were
particularly digirous to see, if passibile, some female
branches of the family, who were reported to be
extremely fair and beantiful. It iz a very large
pequare building, enclosed in front, aod separated from
the strect by a conrt-yard,  Afier ascending o flight

of siops wo. entered the ball, & good foom, with the

wire

ST " -5

arrangements of this apartment, and the good use
made of it Beated npon mats'in the Oriental
posture, were all the mechanics employed by the
family, busily engaged in their different oecupations.
Inoue corer way a shoemaker, cubting out leather
of yarions colours for slippere. In anotlice was a
denyiv, cubroidering  protty. littla soedargy or under-
resses for childron, by runuing laoo- palteens into the
muslin, A harness-muker was finishing off n saddle ;
and another man was giving to palanquins a fresh
cvat of varnish, in anticipation of the gifly svason.
Indesd, it was quite. ovident from what we saw here,
cmployment to numbers of thess pooplo.  Afer
inspecting avery trifls wurthy of noties, omr con-
ductor; who was # Parses storekeeper, and, I think a
eomnection of the family, conducted us to the foot of &
long staircase, whero there was a strong stona bhuilt
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room, having a low door snnk deop i the mossive
masgory: As this_ door was bound with iron bands
and seered by throe huge: padlockays(Brabmas, 50
doult.). our curiosity was o Titte escited to Tearn
what eonld " poss .hhﬂmmmh
precantions ﬁrfﬁ fo eustody, whon b
tald ns, that the room btinng ﬁn—pm‘;l.lldn‘phb

and jowels were doposited here every night; and
thif-proaf, too, thought I, 58 we ascended the stair-
ense that terminatod in u serics of long passages
covered over with fine Munilla matting, These
passages or promensdes, for, o Eastern housss,
they are wsed s much, were well Nghted By
open. spaces like' windows withont panes, cack
eommanding & view of a pretly purden tastefully
romatruoted in o quadrangle formed by the buildings
aronnd i Here werd placed seats of porcelain, stone,
nnd the stumps of trees euriously earved.  The first
room which wo eotered was one fitted up in the
English style, all the furniture having besn manu-
factured in Londow.  The walls wors richly eoloured :

l'urpqltmm ¢ usd in l*-ﬂlﬁnﬂ'ﬁm
ants eat it up in s fow days Hero were
jportrai o branches of Sir Jamsctjoc's family,
painted in ol Ly an artist who had come oub to
Bombay on speonlation, and who had pocketed fve

homndeed vupess fur oach pietare. The second drawing-
munwemm{wmnd,mfw*
rmdm : and if

of mﬂmmm

K
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v bimekiots, with groups of alabaster fignres on

Boliwmian glass, gilt conchos and chairs, sre in
favour with otefcontinontal frionds, this room afforded
ny doubbn good spevimen of their taste in domestio
devoration.  The next and most interesting apartment
to us was the Chinese dmwingsroomn, We wene
delighted with every thing. we saw hoee, as it
.wdnnui’ﬂn many beantiful :.mnlu brought from

. m n

lrﬂﬁnutiugu hgﬂd.. niur udpu:l—wﬂ- The
tables weire seb oul with bronze figures of hirds,
tortoises, Chinvse idols, and magnifieent Japan jurs ;
one falle bore, in o glass-case, a° nolile silver oporgney
ruptesenting o plantain tree, with poacocks sproading
oub their tails ender it that had been presented to Sir
Jamsetjor iy the morchants of Mhymmi of
ruspect to the worthy Knight. wg-ohin.
eofas, quoor little oouches, ottomans, and Persinn and
Turkny rugs, and prayer carpets: were distributed
aboul in great profosion, and made one fearful of
almost walking upan such beantiful fabirics. We
pent somie: time in tis room, the lust of the state

mm.@; term thom.  Flio Parsocs, 1

wmm e A very ﬂ“ﬂhmuﬂ people,
fond of pleasurs anil aunsement, which after husiness
hours tliey pursue eagerly, and - ars n:m'nudy Tibwrral
and hospitable one towards another.  They resembilo
the' Fersians in this respect, and are grodigal in the

e "o
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the expandityre of momey for show,or, for the
ovlohration of apy - partienlar family cvent. 1In
eclebroting their. warriages they @ ridiculonsly
Mﬁﬂﬁmmﬁ‘m,ﬁnm to
nad presents. n : costly

things are made to friends in all ons. A
bhdlg:m s been known fo u'pmdhll forting
in a public’ emtertainment kept wp om mosk
axtravagnnt seale fur three weeks or o month after the
ceromony, 1 wus ooce invited to one of thesg morry:
méctings held in o luge marques for want of propor
howse-neconunodation,  The amusements consisted of
the dancing of mawich girls; ross-water aprinklings;
making hittle presents fo one another of favourite epices
uuatly folded up in green loaves ; devouring all sorts of
eonfoctions for which the city of Yexd is so cclobrated ;
and invokiog Ulessings upon the newly-married people
in songs that were cortainly not very musical. We
were now anxions to get s poop if possible at that
portion of thin larpe house oecupied by Sir Jamsotjec's
(amily ; and having obtainol permission, we ingpectod
mﬂkihndqwﬂui-.whdl wo fosnd o le
well-vontilated rooms, containing the

comvonie nmally found in gueh aparfments at
home.  Morwanjoe ook us into a long dining-Tall,
whero & talle wos sob out for some ropast.  Lika I‘.Im
Hindoos tho Parsees aro sery particular aboub e A
'md;lrmim‘mdln] ml!.lll.thll___' 3
by oo of o differint e in

the cup of g of theie m;:mmawm by w0
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duing they may partake of theie sine.  The haro, dog,
vultnre, and some other birds and beasts of prey are
forbiddan foody though dogs and cocks have a saered
character attached to them. All poisonons reptiles
they instantly. deprive of life, as oresburos which
Ahriman delights to send forth 5% mesengers of his
avil intnm‘.'fm towardsman, W [ollowed Merwanjes
theough utarios of othor rooui% nnd up’ another fight
of Wais oub on: 4o the flat r0of, where we enjoyod

of the ladics, who retire bither moruing and evening
to pray, und to read ovor their book of Zondayista,
and study the Dabistan, and the Dassalcer, as the
two latter cantain a history of variohs superstitions
eommonly practised mmong them, and o skotch of the
life of one Hoshung, wha, they sy, first worshipped
the truo fire,  Upan our vojury, Merwanjos, at_our
request, introduced ue €0 & part of Bir Jamdetjee's
family. Upon entering their Private roon we foond
an old lady and three young looking pirls sitting close
togethor, upon low chairs, with their feet tucked under
them ;. but we conld not discover thas the been

- engaged in any ewmployment, for Enstarn have

Do ressuress within themastves, ~Tha  rich, generally
"peaking are tauglt nathing, snd sre kept in.a sad
stato of ignoeanes; all they. know of the world is
principally gleaned from story-tellers, or from the foolish
traditions handed down by the Dnatoors, Mobads, and
Herboods—orders of the priesthiood among tho Parsees,

i
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Sir Jamectjee’s family are cortainly an exception to

this rule, for both ki sons and daughters have bem
well oducated.  The Sursi-bales or v, appasred
delighted tofind that onoof eur party (s luly) eonld
converse freely. mﬁhrhﬂ]dm Blhie wore a
erinon sarreey Gisihaddhin: pot o6 grasufllfover
ber head, and hid everyihing in it folds, save fwo
sumll hands, that wore loaded with. Lengliful rings
for- truly “rich and rare were the gems sho wore,”
and which sparkled and glittered all over her jperson.
Her nose ornament hnd & wiry large pear] on it, but
sadly disfigured that promipent festure on one ‘wide.
She appeared a littlo anxigns 1 thoaght to displag her
ormvments, bauhles which are cast aside by the
Anglo-Tndian lady # this countey as being too
common, or teo Tmoh dike the natives, and sepingr that
we admired a fine emerald on hor finger, she unfastencd
from under her sarroe, at Merwanjeo's suggestion, o
sard of hnop-necklace set with the Iargest dinnonda 1
ever yomember seeing; and the splendid string of
WMMﬁnﬂ to examine. The
ely dn love with fhe beauty of the

qm returning. the necklace, sid it
must have cost 5 very large sum of moocy, The burre-
Bubar smilod 2= she clasped i round lLier wrinkled neck,
and ramarked, that it was oaly der erery day nadlane ;
and that sho did nob wear her very good ones exeept
an fostive oceasions.  Her companions were vory shy,
and not st a1l dispossd to enter idto conversation—
one of theim, who was sttired in 8 white ssrre, and
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"I “qmmdmlﬂdmiﬂd
3 recoss near the window soon after wo lind entered
Toum ; upﬂ.‘mqmry wo learned that she was thy
ﬁﬁgﬁtﬂr—m-hw of tha chatty olil dame, and had just
loat bor socemd boy ; who a fow days beforo had boon
placod by thi side of his little brothor in the Temple
of Bilsncs, belonging to the family. We could

mﬂr that s0 young & croaturs had alreadly

d}mghihlm. “ﬂlu s mourning
* o

lursti babee ; and thus ended an agreeable visit to the
house of Sir Jamsotjee Jeajocbhoy.

: . W
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. CHAPTER XL

o1 will bu; with you, sell with you, talk with you, walk with you, and
L mllowtngpbuu ‘will not eat with you, drink with you, or pray with

Fou”
Mancnant or VENiog, Scene 3d, Act 1,

Bﬂmh,.lm.mmmmF Arsbian and White Jews. My
opposite neighbours. sm Peeps acrogs the street. Their habits,
dress, and mode of spending their time. .,!y favourite boy.  [lis dress
and ayeh. Scene changes, Few words aboul a cat and a dog. Tasso
deserts me,  Hospital for animals, and belief in the transmigration
of souls. ‘Tasso’s unfaithfulness, Little dogs have queer fancies.
Six o'clock at the Jewish family's house, Prayers and songs and
sweet music. My 184t look at the window, Sorrow at separation from
the .lnhud:m. Mln?mi Bappy life, &c., &e.

ot - g

Tuﬁwr“ﬁt Hohbq.oﬁme mﬁm a large item

in tiao'pnﬁm Five or six thousand have settled

* The resulis of the census hlkm in May, 1819, have beem pube
Ushed ; and it sppears, that in the fsland of Bombay, comprising in all
ety sqdare miles of ground—four-fifihs, at least, of which are uninha-
bitayie swamp or rock—there are in all no fewer than 566,119 inhabitants,
Of whom 354,000 are males, and 212,029 females, OFf these, 6,956 are-
Branming, 269,995 aroof other castos of Hindoos; 1,002 sre Jains|
124,155 hire Mobammedans; 111,098 Parsens § 1,133 Jows; 7,450 native
Chylstians; | 1,053 lnin-nxims 5,417 Indo-Portugusse; 5,085 pure
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st part an honest livelihood, an honsa-builders,
tere, ‘and. cultivators of the soil. - That o Jew
should ba thus omployed may appear singular by
maty whoare (uniliae with their histary, and’ their

&
1
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gﬁmmm noighbourhiood, and. obtain for

. kniown dislike to nnything like: manual lsbour ; for

who, ever beard, among ourselves, of & Jewish

J-

 farmer, or & deyjish. wpmtur We aro tempted,

with a people at total variance with anything like
Uhristianity, The [llowing brief sccount given of
the Jeves in Bowbay, anay, perbaps, throw some light
on this intorcsting! subject, and bear us out in the
i, ehat they sre 3 mixed people, and not the pure
race of Hebiraws met. with in Poland, Germ i

the comers of the dingg seonnd-hand
Holywell Streat, Londen, where {hess exiles from
* Vadurland” buy, scll, gain, and do not, so
fur a8 wo ars able to learn, frouble themselves much
about the realization of the prophecy that will oue day

d pecaliar people s most_ascoptable
Eurspmans; §5) Shidars, Nrgroes, and Afviesnat 1 7,11 af athes

rustry nmigwcifled, From il senbes wi lemrny dhat ihe Europrass ame
him F!lﬂ e i A humdred of e while papulsilen,

T

.
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in the sight of God ; and thoagh the veil muy il be
upon their hearls, thoy are the shosen otics of the

Almighty, for * blsssing i for them that m_ﬁqu.,

mﬁ:mgfnrmﬁlmum*
A writer, in'an Indian periodieal (-
informs os, that “Some of the -l';ﬂ i
Tisve mure rocintly come  from .'!.nlimﬂﬂiti'
White Jews.  Some hsve ecome from Cocliin, nnd are
called Black dows ; but by far the geeater partion
who have ‘settled in this conntry, and to whom
Malhrakia: is e verndenlar langaage, mre called
Isrelites, or Beni Tsmol. Wilen their ancostors
arrived here, s nol certainly known. * They =y, it
was abotit 1600 years o, that the ship in which thoy
eamo was wrocked, and that seven men and saven
women, who' escaped, settled ab’ Nagao (suine thirty
miles b0 the south-cast of Bombay). They were, at
ono time, penerally engaged in the msnufacture of ol

butmpr-ntmnyurmmmmmmtm
cultivators,” e The £ goes om to soy, that

wlien the missionaries dut to the Taland of
Bambay, (thirty o¥ forty yokrs ago,) the TeracTites
wure generally unabile o read, and even almost wholly

ignorant of their own Seriptures; that they had
generally ceased fo observe the Sabbath as o day of

rost, and “ and wers, in many ropocts, confornmad o

the eustome of ther Hindoo and Muhammidan gk

bowrs.” 1t ix stated, in a printed journal of thewarlior

missiouarics, that the magistrates described them at

that time as beiog the most drunken and troublesome
L2
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mhm the mlind. The missdonaries, it appears
.ﬁqﬂ’h muthor whom 1 have taken the Tiberty of
quatiog, livve from the findk taken & deep fnterest in
the Iimehites or Jows, Thoy early established nmong
thom schoals, in which both sexcs were tanght to rend
and write,  Thov furnished thom with -the Bible,
translated futa the vernagular limgnage ; and instructed
soveral of them in Tebwew, 3o that they might bo able
. Thia consequence

Beriptures, they had faund to be forbidden s and that
they have greatly advaneed in intelligence, weallh,
morality, and general: yespootability, Such is o
pleasing account given of the poor Jews in Dombay ;
and Wo eannot be surprised, thai the  missionaries

_alioold bave first turned their edrmest sttontion to

Emm, when they. fiand that this remmant of & once

_higbly-favoured peopla had wusk sa law as to have

forgatten the God of thei fthers, aad to have turned
to warshipping thie idols of Brahminism, The dross of

:huJu?] i Bombay differs hut litthe Grom the costume -
Wblﬂlhuriluhmpmph. Thwir robes are Taller,

Mperior fextuont . The men, gencrally speak-
fail *:ﬂp attention. of a stranger, by their
commanding fgures, and, thonghtfal and expressive
s, Thoy bava Awa mgalae yynsgogues in

-
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O the sea- shore of an evening, I have obeorved many
dows offoring up their prayers among l.iu_l nnmbers 6f
differant castos who mesort thither for that purpose;
and, like Jaoob of old, worshipping their Creator,
leaning on the top of their staff.

A family. of Arabian, or white Jews, resided nl.
a marrew ateect directly opposits the honse in wﬂﬂl
Ihﬂmd;hdmmyﬁlﬁugmmmpmt;luﬂy
I lsd daily opportesitios of ohserving this littls
colony of leravlites from my window, and was often
amused by the way in which the female portion of
this establishmuont passed  their time,  As  thele
Venctian shuiters were kopt wide open all day, ¥
could, without. being observed by I.hm.. oo distinctly
into their principal sitting-room ; snd even if 1 were
detected casting furtive glanées acro the stroet; wy
Juwish néighbours appeared quite indifferent abong
the matter.  ‘Ihia enreless  indiffercoce about being
overlooked, st times induced me to suppose that it

was possible my nam #mhﬂhihﬂ.ﬂ;t&ﬁ;

thay wore pleaseid E
-h-m-ln- quarters, - pear them..

this s meroly thongh 1. Hmta t.lw_r
knew my- Jowish sounding engnomen. They were
ssldom amiir before I returned from my morning's
walk, and precisely ab nine o'vlock the master of the
houss went out on his daily business ; but hefore

leaving the siop, he would turm rounil- Ilu
w-hwﬁ{:hlmlmwﬂu#ﬁm os, 2 1
faneiod, the dwelling and itanls ;. or, it might
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Ire dostie 1 commeworation ol thie' Passover. This e

: ﬁ‘ﬂ?‘n.hﬂ_ gulariy, and with an air of apparmt solemmity ;

Fiw lip=, ns 1 conld detect, seomed moved in the
ulteranes of words that wero inandible to-me. e
ware & patriarehal-looking beard, thal swept far down
his whito robes ; and was particularly veat and cloanly
in his personal appesrance. Ilis thick cumbrons
turban was folded with taats, but his bright omnge-
et sippors being cut much o then hong
- femally o by.the Hindaos, wers 30 looso upon his
- foet s 10 oblign him t6 ahu alotig £ koep thew on
ab all, 0f Bio walked: His Iady scldom went from
Bome ; ool when she did, it wag to take n litila
BXCTiSe in' A povarid shigram ; oir whiel rro T T
whe wore' a durk muslin mask over her face, as the

Egyptian women 0, Her whole day appedred to me

IS More con-

[

centrated i Sna'varthly obifebthan hors wern in gk

sweok child; ho was indoed hie ocean to the river of
her' thoughis,” Abont ten. o'clock, and aflor thbir
renklust of rics, fruits, and chocolage, the old ayeh
0 pIAGRA. full abretels wpom 8, Targe s illow,

i

appearnd {o gﬂ&’h‘h excessiva pleasnre ; for it Wi

done so gently, and mizod P with w0 many kisses, that
b would tosy fis plump little logs about and laugh =0

¥ bis nurke; an opération that .

!
"
{

_
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hoartily, that ¥ ‘wha generally §oan aware what wad

gning an opposite, Whuﬂthﬂ‘um, Tie fell Fast

nsloep after Lis tﬁﬂsﬁ-fml,hﬂhhm; skin,

resembled dn exyikite piscs of chisoled makhla, tinged.

with tho yellow hus of age. As he liy where tho

mlmwwmmvm):;a ol'in

the deep slumber of happy innocanoe, Ahe fond -

motlior watching ly his side, T thought T had never

8601 30 swoet 3 group | Canova might iave chosen it

for o stndy.  Bometimesthe child wos dressed up in

the most extravagant finery; gold banples wore

clasped round lis'arms, and anklels set with glittering v

stongs. were Jingling sbout his foot ; w mecklaco of

gold-cains, threo o fotir deep, Ware thrown over his

fat littlo shoulders, and’ Wo was thes put fnty o

nondeseriph red silk dross, and spangled skeufl-eap,

with a long streaming fasse] fo it ; and all thmw

dons o pleass tho fatlier, on his return, '
.&Mﬂﬂ!umm &nmmw&j Tlm s

pﬂhhuu mb.p,m‘lmumu by killing
the miusquitocs that ansoysd hire,  Thore was, Low-
over, anothér object that shared, in some menstre, the
affections of the Teraclitish woman; ‘and this 1ulrll l
wery large and beantifal cat, which; like most nt—
tribe, was fond of wandering from home, und g
tronbls to his ownors, T was ¢ wm. )
curly, croam-colotived fur; »
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Persian breed ; and as he sat purring under a jalousie
that projected far over the window, I was often
amused to see the strange variety of cats that came to
visit and admire him. They all had a foreign air about
them, and usually made their appearance on the roof
of the house, whence they would peep over euriously, to
ascertain first whether Sajee were at his accustomed
post before leaping down upon the jalonsie and paying
their respects to him. Thus it was not uncommon to
see five oF six sitting sedately together on the window
sill, eying every person that passed in the street below.
Some were partly dressed up like the monkeys that
accompany our barrel-organ boys ; and one that was
the property of a little Pondicherry Irenchman, next
door, was half-shaved, and ornamented with tri-
colour ribbons. Puss was as fond of the baby as its
mother was ; and, whenever he could do it unnoticed,
he sould steal into the hammock, and famous Tomps
they would liave together.

One moraing, poor Sﬂiea._,m missing ; servants
were sent in all directions 6 gearch for Lim; but in
vain. They came early over to my house, to know if
I had seen him from my window ; but I could give
them no information ; unless it were, that 1 bad
mywﬂ'-wa a somewhat similar loss, by the
disappearance of a small spaniel, which I had brought
over with me to the. country ; and that I strongly
suspected they both had been stolen, Tasso, soon
after his arrival with me in India, suffered much from .
Erightful fits, oceasioned by a degree of heat to which
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be had never boen accustomod.  Carious to sy, in &
shiurt time, he cast his warm Enoglish coat, wliich was
roplaseid hynmuﬂh mm and aftor this

salutary elrange, his EuM]M-,nijhpw
fullow: recovored. lis wonted bealth and animation ;

udii{ummuthuﬂhd hﬁ.ﬂw '

ment The uatives understood his complaints and

when his fits attacked bim in the streot, and he would

come anddouly o a full stop for a speond ar two, and
then running viclently round in a circle, would drop
down, foeming snd panting, upon the pavement, con-
1uludmmﬂmh,thuywnuhlmhhihm‘
houses, anid bring out large vessels of water to throw
over him—an operation which, though it hl:ll.lghl him
round again, cccasioned the poor creatitre o degree of
sufforing that it was painful b6 witness ; aud 1 often
rogrotied baviog brought him ont. The kindness
shown to-my dog myst bo atiributed to the Lelief of
the uatives in the trapsmigrat Mbhﬂd
el induces e & proteck

ot aalasn to e, with th Mm that
hixfavourite eat had been discovercd utmnhw
hospital for the preservation of animals ; and that my
dog, Tasso, had been seef there, enjoving himsell i
the society of Parfubs, baboons, and loog-tailed mon-
keya;  adding, moveover, that il 1 senk dne mpos
with a person wha could identify him, to pay for Ids
board and lodging, he would be immediately restored
to me.  Upon lcarning  this, I despatobed my boy.

s

0
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with the required fee in lis pocket, to effect Tasso's
ﬁ?ﬂd_:ﬁwbmmmﬂ!. L had the
pleasnre of onca more patting my od follow-traveller
an the back. He was in expollont condition, and
st hava bon. living on the fat of thedand ; indoed;

o generally, these imprisoned ssimals heve pleoty of

are taken owra of.  Whether it were k.
""::?:: ey *cn’ his gool - quarters and

: _Il.lf.ln ﬂ.ng\ Hh hﬂ-srp:lnl 50 much, Imgﬂ again ;" and 'l‘"
sure enough, Taseo had slipped his eollar, and_made
© his mul];n:- To shew that dogs do take strangy, Iunm
i __nfupmnl&t&’amt from their owng T nmd [

§5otnd the neck of the
hind Bean one of ils own
This groat Ini.muqr eontitmed for
tho monkey was sent away for
an qm-huliilug As I was not in &
i ery wiek fora llnj'nrlw '
had I:cum:.mnkn [ |
Zoologioal Saclety ; y

present of hint
and, uoless I Have oo tu Eﬂ._bomrnn from whenen
i Hn'cr dags retarn, 1 liave nn doubt but, that at this
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momont, my brown spaniel, which was bom and
educated in the Isde of Man, might be recognized in
this hospital near Bombay.

But to return o our Jowish friends. Six o'clock
saw the lmppy fmily again re-united ; and at this
hour the shutters were finally closed for the night,
nod the sound of prayer ssoonded to the Giver of all
good, for the mercies of the poast day. Although I
could wot see him, it was impossible to mistake the
voice of the father, or the saered service in which he
was engaged. The daily duty ended, and sapper
over, the mother would sing, accompanying her vuice,
one of the sweetost T over heard, with the Spanish
guitar ; and, os thoy generally sate up late, T often
hieard, on awakening in the night, tho sweet, pensive
airs she used to play ; for, nnlike the gencrality of
tha children of Tsracl, she conld sing the songs of
Zion in a strange land,

Eight months had rolled by, and the day at length
arrived on which T was to lenvo this seighbourhood.
1 took o last parting Jook at the window where the
littls boy was wont to awmso e, hut I was dismp-
pointed.  He, who had so long engaged my affection,
wans mot there; and as T turned out of Lhe narrow,
closo streot, 1 was surprised to find bow much I had
loved bim. A long and dangerous illuess, with ffieen
weeks' coufinemont to my reom, may, in some messtre,
nccount to the reader for the great interest which 1
took in this Hebrow fumily, Thoy had often inti-
mated by signs to me, the pleasure they experionced

N2
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in sceing me once again al my scenstomed post ; and
the poor mothor would ab times slake her head, as if
grieved to soo the long thin face that sickness had so
reduced 3 for she knew that T loved her only child,
and I am certain that sho rejoiced in my recovery.
The happy and innocent life which they appeared to
laad, contributed, with many other little cirenmstances
which I had remacked during this long sesson of
suiforing and trial, to Jeave u pleasing impression of
the Jowish domestic character upon my mind ; aod
for years afterwards I often fancied, during the still
hours of night, that I licard the warbling voice of the
Teraelitish woman.
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CHAPTER XII.

Then mm T o Toaww Uioe | aned mrvrst we soom part !

Vet tinan shall wot bankh past e fooim iy beart,
Nemembrancs ahall eail them , Qwugh cccans divide;
A memery shall poist (o what distanee et hide,

]

A ranter over the pands, Giovernment home st Malahar Pring end Pasell.
U niseslihy siuation, Telmil of Ealsstte, its Antlqokthes nat a pat ol
the Intsnivs dowry. Village of Walkss-Warste, Tanks, priests
sl pewpile there.  Infatustod imendiente A Tow woands o0 Abduthms.
Paboa Clalat], of Castor (41 Tree,  Dundarres. My vist to the Toddy
Timwers. Eilenes In the wonds, Huier and made of sellecting toddy, ar

A pruemrrun canter over the fine smooth sands
garries you, in abont an hour, from Fort George to a
pioturesque vond that winds among broken rocks,
ornamental bungalows, and dense woods, np to Malnhar
Ill, This very clevated promontory runs out in 8
south-westerly direction, like ite opposite noighbour,
Colabah, but docs mot extind o far into the ocean-
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It forma the western boundary of Back Bay. Omoits
extreme paint, and exposed to every broeze that steals
ovor the ialand, o preity-looking house rather in the
cottage siyle, bad been built for the governor of
Bombay to reside in, during the hot scason of the
year; o telegraphic communioation being kept up
between the cottage, and tho castle in the Fort. The
principal residenes of the governor is at Parel], and is
sitnated in & more central part of the island. This
rome noble reeoption-rooms. TL was origimlly a
church belonging to the order of Jesuits, and was
purchased by the East India Company for ita present
parpose, Iis low and swampy park, however, and
the unhoalthy character of its neighbonrhiood during
the monsoons, rendeved it not so desimable a sitoation
ax had becn anticipatel. A good road of a fow miles
in extent takes you from Parell to the causeway that
eonneets Pombay with Salsotte, This latter ishand
has some hills of considerable elevafion clothed with
brushwuood to their summits. Tanow and Gofibunda xre
the principal towns ; and are peopled hy the descendants
of Portaguoso familics. One of the hills is perforated
by excavations cut into the rock, known ss the
temple-caves of Kennory, and well worth a visit
of inspection. The most remackable is o Bhuddist
temple fity foot long by twenty wide, where a
polossal statue of Bhudda, with his hands rised in
supplication, is an the east eide of 3 lofty portico. It
does not appear that this island was included in the
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mwhgﬂmmﬂmdymmﬁmaﬂ.fwmmFm
render of Bombay, the Portuguese still persisted in
rotaining it, until 1774 when, during the eonfusion of 2
civil war which followed the asassination of Narrain
Row, tho principal fort was stormed by the English,
who have ever sinco retained it undistarbod. This
island supplies Bombay with rice, sugar, fruit, sheep,
and many other very valnable commoditics, and is
abaut twenty miles in length. The views from Malabar
Hill and point are truly enchanting. Locking down
the rugged sides of this rock, where the Tara and ofher
palms grow spontancously, the oys rests for a
moment upon the deep blue waters which gestly
lave its base, and which are dotted here and there by
uld-—nhnpndmﬁng-rudu,hnkiugnhmtthuh}'.w
running ashoro on the opposite banks, to discharge
their timber curgoes. The view from the poink
comprebends a vast extent of the Indian ocean and
numerous Jovely looking-islands ; but distant hilla
mm.mmmamwm
the north-gast, and form o grand and noble range.
We pams on our road = large native village called
Walkn.es-warre, that is mid o contain a population
of somo threo thousand souls. This village hns but
kittle to recommend it, for the strects are close and
affensive, from the dirly chamcter of the inhahitants ;
though I have often been amused in passing throagh
it of an avening, by watching the Baninn merchants
mhmt%mmm-dm-w
being over, intently engaged in the intricacies of &
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game of chess ;. ensch player hod o Little erowd around
lim, who wero watching the moves ns il cach bad a
Inrge stake set upon the resnlt.  Chess ie o favourilo
gome with the Iindoos and Muossulmans, and 1
believe wo have to thank tho former for ila inkro-
duction into Esgland. A work explanstory of this
Indian amusement, published some years ago in
Bombay by a native, lays down rules, which vary
but little from theso in mse among ourselves. The
village of Walka-es-warro is mther celobeatod for ils
old Temple, and for the traditional sanctity attached
to it by the idle Brahmins, who reap at certain festive
soasons of the year their accustomed rich haorvest.
This temple siands at the head of a fine sheot of
wolor, near to which is a commodions  durrem
Sulak, fr tho sholtr of the pilgrims and srvellers,
who, during the mins and at their termination, resort
hither to hathe in this pool of Bethesds. (On such
dayx the steps leading down to it are thronged with
the lame, the halt, and the blind, waiting, not for the
moving of the waters, but for some kind friend o
push them in and give them o good washing ; for the
filthy and wretched appearnnce of some of these
w mondicants makes this quite an nct of
- -

I may haore obsceve 4o my younger readers, that
ablutionz ceoupy an important part in all Brahminical
cercmonials,  The poor Hindoo, whose bodily infirmi-
ties forbid his ermwling acroes the country, or whose
fimited means will not affird him & conveyance that
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wight carry him to: that holy steeam which, na he s
taught to believe can wash away all sing, is permitbed by
the rules of his religion, to bathe in the nearest sacred
rivor to his own residence, and it sball b accounted
unto hiim for righteonsness. In so doing, however,
ho must earnestly entreat the Ganges to mako this
ablntion ns coffoctive as it would have been, if
performed in its own waters, so that he may be freed
from all impuritics of flesh and epirit.  The
Mobammedans are even more partionlar about theso
ohservanees than tho Mindooa : for if roally orthodos,
thoy wash afler every little work which they perform.
They are, however, a vory mixed sect in India, and it
would be a dificult mattor to discover what ereed
soma of them profoss.

I saw outside the walls of this village some Jnxn-
rinnt specimens of the troe whose seeds produce onr
castor-ofl (Palma Christi). This showy and beautiful
annual, s 1 nead searcely romark, is indigenons to the
svil of Fiindostan. The leaves, which bear a striking
rosemblance 1o those of the vine, are of & fine biuish
green, and the flowors have long stamens of a purplish
lme. The eapsule, or seod-vessal, me it approaches
maturity, puts on o lrilliant erimson tinge, and is
covered with an armour of short spines, like the horse-
chesmut. The seeds, the most uscful part of o tree
are quite black ; and each hias a little coll of its owny
whenoe; whes fully ripe, it is uhot out by the sudden
expansion of its case.  These troos seldom  attain a
haight heyond twelve foot ; and as they are 50 ormi-
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mental, and easily cultivated, they are frequently
introduced, in India, into gardens and shrubberies, for
their beauty alone. The expressed oil, which is very
fluid in warm climates, is burnt in the lamps of the
natives, producing a fine clear light, and not much
smoke or smell,

Sauntering one evening in this district, I thought I
would pay a visit to some of the bundarries, or toddy
drawers, and inspect the process of collecting the
palm-wine. Having tied my fatioo under a spreading
tree by the road-side, T got over a low fence, and
made my way into a vast tpe, or plantation of palms;
being preceded by a small party of drawers, bearing
upon their shoulders three or four large red burnt
chatties to contain the toddy. The fierce sun was
sinking low in the west, and shot its glorious rays
under the leafy canopy above us, which was so close
and thick ns searcely to permit us to see the least
patch of sky overhead. The land breeze whispered
through the forest as we walked along, noiselessly,
over the withered accumulation of centuries of fallen
leaves and bark, and surveyed the long aisles formed
by the mighty monarchs of the Eastern vegetable
world. There was a strange solitude about the place,
broken in upon, eccasionally, by some heavy bird that
flapped down wpon the erowned top of a palm, where
it soon hid its head under its wing, and was at rest.
We soon reached the scene of action ; and casting my
eyes up to the tops of the trees, I saw that each of
them had a vessel tied under its leaves. To emply
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these vessels of the cxuded juice that had eollected
“sinee the moruing, was the purpose of my companion’s
present visit, One of the mem squatted down on the
ground, to fasten his kummerband securely about him,
{for they can do pothing in India standing up,) and
hair on the top of hia head into & knot, and eracking
all the joints of his fingers, he placed a strap sround
his own body, and the tres which he was about to
ascend, and then threw it with much dexterity over
tho first step eut in the bark ; and thus, by a series of
movements, throwing the strap successively over each
stop above him, he was nol long in reaching the
chattis at the top; the height being soms ninety or a
lundred fost from the ground. Having first made o
socure seat of the strap, ho untied the cord that
Eastened the vessel to that part of the tree whenee the
benised Aower-stewm, from which the juice flows, could
hang into it ; and tying o long evir ropo round ita rim,
cantiously lowered it down, with its contonts, to tha
bundarries below, to be cmptied by them into one
of the vesssls which they bad brought with them.
This being done; at a given signal he hauled it up
sgain, and after probing the wound afresh with o
knife, and scouring the alattis onee more in its place,
ho descended cautionsly, and st a slower pace than
that at which he weat up. He appeared to be a little
fatigned by his exertions, and gave the steap to
another, who proceeded to collect the toddy from the
pext troo ; and so thoy cach ascended in their burn,—
x4
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Some of the old palm-frees, that have been sixty or
seventy years under the knife-operation, groan and
bend fearfully, as the climbers approach the top; but
they say there is no danger, as the south-west monsoon
generally blows down all the palms which, in conse-
quence of age, will mot bear the weight of a man;
and I believe it is very rarely that an accident oceurs.
1 was very anxious fo taste some of the fresh-drawn
toddy, but, from my poor knowledge of the language,
had some difficulty in making my wishes understood.
One of the elder men, however, as soon as he compre-
hended my signs, shook his head, saying, at the same
time, * Chattie na saily chattie na saib ;" and it struck
me at once that I should defile the vessel if T drank
out of it, and that he had no other to give me; so I
made a cup of my hand, and presented to him this
ancient drinking-vessel, which he immedately filled
with toddy, and repeated the draught until I was
satisfied. The palm-wine is the same grateful beve-
rage which, in India, they hawk through the strects
for sale, every morning before sunrise; for it is only
fit to drink for an hour or two after being collected,
fermentation’ rapidly taking place, and converting it
into an intoxicating fluid, which, by distillation, yields
the well-known spirit called arrack. As a return for
the old man’s kindness, I put into his hands an anva,
with which he was wonderfully delightod—making
me several profound salaams, and grinning after each
bow, to evince the pleasure lie felt.

In some districts, where the palm-trees ure very



RECOLLECTIONS OF TNDIA. 283

close Logether, they are connected together by ropes,
s0 8% Lo cuable the toddy-drawers to go from one to
another, without the trouble of desconding. T have often
felt norvous and dizy in secing the drawers ascond
soma of the towering cocoa-mt trees that stand alone
in the Fort, or on Colabah, for it really appears to be
a very dangerous exploit. Dut they are acenstomed
to it from childbhood, and their hare and flexible feet
haven safe hold in cach of the litilo stopa theb are
nofehed inlo the bark, every three or four fect from
the bottom to the top. Tt was quite dusk before I
was again seated onmy fotlos ; and us it was the first
time 1 had strayed so far from home in this direction,
I had not proceeded half-a mile on my way back,
before T diseoversd that T had lost my way, and that
instend of advancing, as 1 thonght, down to the shore,
I was cantering just in a contrary dircetion ncross the
island. At lust I halted opposite some buts by the
roadside ; and turning the tattoo’s nose into the open
door-way of one, in which [ saw a party sitting
m‘mﬂ,n fire, fﬁqﬂlﬂ the moad ta the
esplanade, or Fort Goorge, in the best Tindostaneo 1
could muster; but T might as well have adimssed
them in Weleh or German, for soything thoy counld
understand. The grown-up people stared ab we as il
I wero a robber, and soma childron who were aslesp in
a corncr, hearing the chattering, pnt their heads up
above the rgs that covercd them, and soeing the
pony’s nose inside the door, barst sul into immoderate
fits of langhter, in which the Little black wrelches
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persisted, until my patience being exhausted, I turned
the pony out into the road, not knowing which way
to turn. I threw the reins over old Deesa’s neck,
and giving him a pretty smart cut, left him to take
me whithersoever he listed. He put his nose down to
the ground, snorted once or twice, and then set off, as
hard as he could go down a long lane, where the trees
hung over go thick that I had to take my hat off, and
hold my head down upon his shoulders to prevent its
being knocked off, and even with these precantions I
got well lashed by the branches before I found myself
going down a long street in the new town. Deesa
did not slacken his pace until he turned a corner, and
came to a full stop opposite a Portuguese spirit-store
and dancing room, from whence proceeded the sounds
of vile music and boisterons merriment ; erowds were
going in gober, and coming out mad and furious with
strong drink. I had fortunately not to wait long in
this polluted atmosphere, before I detected the face of
a boy whom I knew, and who was the servant of a
gentleman in the Fort. He told me I was three miles
yet from home, and if I would not tell his master
where I had seen him, he would get me a guide.
1 was go tired, that I wounld have made him any
promise, however absurd. A clokra, or errand-
runner, was soon procured, as well as a palanquin, and
giving him the pony to follow after me, in about
an hour and & half T found myself at home, and just
in time to save from the trouble of setting out in
search of me, two servants, who had kindly armed
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themsolves with lonterns and sticks, and oter it
comioris, and who had obviously intended to make a
night of it. Bo terminated my first vieit to the
Toddy-drmwer,

During my residence in Bombay, I had frequent
opportunitics of allending divine service in the
Cathedral, snd was often struck by the smallnsss of
the congrogation nssembled there en the Sabbath-day,
particularly of an afternoon.  This sad negleet did not
arise from any lack of carnestnoss on the part of thoso
who laboured in Bombay, as faithful ministers of
Christ.  The bishop, (Dr. Carr,) often proached, and
his sermaons, so far as my poor judgment conld decide,
were sound, eloquent; and impressive discourses ; from
which fow eould rise withoul feeling €hat thoy had in
somo measure been improved by them.  Yet, what
rows of empty pews did he and others, Sunday after
Sumday, preach to!  Nay, even of a morning, exclu-
sive of the military, who are, in fact, compelled to
attend, how fow wers the civilinna collosted in this
house dedicatod to tho worship of the Most High! It
i trugy thore are obher places for Christian worship in
Bombay, for this isTand lacks nothing in this respont ;
but they all wore & vacant aspect, with the excoplion
of tha Beotch Church; yot there are, I should ima-
gine, n sfficiont tmmber of Protestants resident in
Bombay, to fill, even to overflowing, all the churches
and chapels on the island, without any addition from
the large amount of European shipping constantly
‘riding at anchor in the harbour. A visitor is struck
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upon entering the cathedral to see so many of the
natives collected around its doors. Some peeping
curiously in, asif a novel ceremony were going for-
ward ; while the children were evidently attracted by
the solemn music proceeding from a fine organ. What
a desire one felt to take in along with one, these poor
little idolaters, and let them taste, if possible, of that
living water, that they might thirst no more! What
a desive one felt to fill, from the thronged streets,
those empty benches which professing Christians had
deserted ; so that the word there preached might not
be lost, and that they who had left kindred and
country to come out here to labour in the gospel,
might not feel that they faboured almost in vain |
Large punkabs; ten and twelve feet long, are sus-
pended over the body of the cathedral, and kept in
continual motion by eoliss outside the building, who
pull a cord which is attached to the fans and carried
over a pulley through the window opposite ; so that a
grateful current of air is kept in circulation. These
punkahs just clear the heads of the congregation when
standing up; and by their novelty, at first rather
diverted my attention, especially if there happened to
be a very tall person under them. A small punkah
is also suspended in front of the pulpit and reading-
desk : for it is impossible during the hot season to
remain long with any comfort without this appliance.
There are at the west end of the cathedral a fow
monuments and statues that have been erected to
commemorate distinguished officers, who have died
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in this presidency. How young werc the ages re-
corded on many of them! But however pleasing it
may be o see these mementoes of affection reared in our

in India cannot but be regretted and condemncd;
gince it is difficult, as I found, to persuade the
ignorant natives, that we do mnot worship the in-
dividuals thus commemorated, seeing that we erect
their monuments in our temples, and enshrine their
stone figures in our sacred places. Surely with such
acute observers as the Hindoos, we ought to avoid
what to them may be the appearance of evil.

The Cathedral in Fort George consists of a nave and
iwo short side aisles, supported by handsome and
polished chunam columns. The tower rises to a good
height, and scrves, I believe, as a landmark for
mariners. The whole structure, with a small burial-
ground, is neatly enclosed with an iron railing, and is
kept in good order. The church service, after one of
the introductory sentences, commences with the litany
in the hot season, for the weather is so oppressive that
it is scarcely possible to sit long in a place of worship.
The prayer used, during the sitting of that august
body, for the high court of parliament, has been
adapted in the following manner :—¢ Most gracious
God, we humbly beseech thee, as for the empire in
general, so more especially for British India; for the
governor general, the governor, the supreme courts of
judicature, and all that are put in authority, that thou
wouldst be pleased,” &e. &e.
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As within the tropics decomposition advances with
fearful rapidity, a hasty burial of the dead is absolutely
necessary for the safoty of the living, Graves are dug
very deep, to prevent the horrible bandicoots and
other midnight prowling animals, from rifling them of
their contents ; and in some districts which I have
visited in the interior of the country, it was necessary
to place: heavy stones over the coffins, or the jackals
would have acted the part of resurrectionists, and
ied away your departed friend. I have often

y that this exhumation of the dead by wild

 an $0 common in India, unless great precautions
are faken, may have had originally something to do
with. the Hindoo custom of burning the bodies of the
departed.

Sudden deaths are not uncommon in Bombay, and
dysenterygarries off its hundreds annually from among
the ill-fed and ill-clothed pauper population. Few
Europeans escape its attack ; but the treatment of
this disease in India, by our army surgeons, like
many other things in the present day, has undergone
@ change for the better. Formerly our troops in the
East were said to be fuirly poisoned by the enormous
doses of calomel exhibited in this disease. An old army
surgeon states, that it was no uncommon thing for an
individual to take before ho died eight or nine hundred
grains of pure calomel. I remember making a passing
inquiry about a friend, with whom I had conv
the day before, while he was in apparent good hm y
and spirits ; the answer I received was, that he was
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