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PREFACE.

Ix one of Lord Minto's letters from India he says, in
reference to n recent puhlicmtio& that, in his judgment,
a hiography shonld,not be made to contain all that can
be told about & max,Bitt should rather aim at giving a
judicions selectiorof %hat is ealenlated to represent his
actions and charncter.

Upon this principle the selection from his letters
and papers now published has been made.

It has no pretension to historical ‘comprehensiveness.
The historians of British India have treated the period
of Lord Minto’s administration with a weight of
authority, and in a spirit of candour, leaving nothing
to be desired.

Many important transactions are recorded in their
pages which find no place in this correspondence, and
others again are brought prominently forward in the
letters which heretofore have been well nigh overlooked.

Nevertheless, the life of a statesman floats on the
tide of history, and his public conduct cannot be fairly

L



vil PREFACE,
Jjudged, apart from the conditions of the time in which
he lived.

When Lord Minto landed in India in 1807, fifty
years had barely elapsed since the British merchants of
Caleutta had become sovereigns of Bengal. One of
his aides-de-camp who visited the battle-field of Plassy
in 1808 was conducted over the ground by an eye-
witness of that memorable victory. In the period that
followed it, the genius of Clive and of Warren Hastings
extended the Company's rule.

Within a decade of Lord Minto's assumption of
the Governor-Generalship the victorions arms of
Lord Wellesley hnd asserted the supremacy of the
British Power over the greater part of the Peninsula.
But his policy was disapproved at home ; his career of
victory was arrested while his conquests were still un-
consolidated ; and the services which had been the
instruments of his success were subjected to asomewhat
drastic treatment of retrenchment and reform.

Om Lord Minto's arrival in India, he found a con-
dition bordering on anarchy in the newly ceded
territories; a barely suppressed rebellion among the
newly subjuguted races; discontent in the Company's
services ; and o general objection to the restraints of
legality.*

Within two years of his instalment in the seat of
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government, he came into conflict with pretensions of
all others most dangerous to an infant State—ihose
engendered by religious bigotry, and by the spirit of
military ascendancy. How unflinchingly he nsserted
the paramount authority of the civil power, while never
forgetting that law and justice are the only stable
foundations of government, may be seen in the corre-
spondence now published.

N. M.
MisT0: Nowember B, 1570,

Normi—In the first puges of the Introduotion to this volame, Lond
Minto is stated to bhave laft England in Febroary 18507, wherens
October 18046 1s given us the daie of his departure in the Inst volome
of his * Life and Letters,' published by me in 1874 It had been
originally fixed for the earlior period, but was subsequently post-
poned (—a fact of which I was ignorant when the volomes of his
Kuropean correspondence were brought to a conclusion.,
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LORD MINTO IN INDIA

i T—

CHAPTER L

Jorp Mivro mssumed the reins of government at
Caleutta on July 3, 1807.

Befare entering on this new chapter of his life it
will be desirable to cast a retrospective glance over the
cirenmstances which had led to his appointment to the
government of Indin.

On the formation in 1806, of the Whig Ministry,
ealled that of ¢the Talents,’ Lord Minto becnme Presi-
dent of the Board of Control, and in that eapacity
confirmed ¢ under reserve’ the suceession of Sir CGreorge
Barlow to the office of Governor General which, vacated
by the death of Lord Cornwallis, devolved ns a matter
of eourse upon Sir George as senior member of Counil,
until o fresh appointment could be made in England.

The death of Lord Cornwallis had ovceurred nlmost
simultaneously with the advent of the Whigs to power.
1t will he remembered that the brilliant administration

of Lord Wellesley was brought to a close by his recall.

’) B



2 LORD MINTO IS INDIA.

While he was engaged in ereating an empire, his mas-
ters in Leadenhall Street were learning to their dismay
that the process was not 8 paying one. Tmpoverished
finances with augmented responsibilitics led them to
the conclusion that the interests of a trading company
might be placed in safer if mot in abler hands. At
their nrgent desire Lord Cornwallis was prevailed on
to return to India to inaugurate a reign of pence,
and to observe a strict abstention from interference
in the affairs of the Native States beyond the British
frontier.

But Lord Cornwallis was old and infirm; he felt
that he went out to die, and his death followed
almost immediately on his arrival in Indin. When his
authority fell to Sir George Barlow, the Directors
were happy to find in him, though a quondam pupil
of Lord Wellesley, a thorough-going supporter of
the policy which they had committed to Lord
Cornwallis, and would gladly have confirmed him in
the office of Governor General ; but such was not the
intention of the Cabinet.

Early in February, Lard Minto was instructed to
snform Sir George Barlow that the permanency of his
appointment was not to be considered us determined,
and on the 1st of April he wrote again to announce to
Sir George the intended nomination of his suceessor;
remarking at the same time that when in his former
letter he had stated the King's Government to have
reserved their ulterior judgment, he was not aware it
was 80 near the point of decision, for had he known it
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he would, ot once, have frankly and candidly imparted
that information to Sir George himself.

Writing to his old friend Lord William Bentinck,
Governor of Modras, on the same day, April 1, Lord
Minto says:—*The srrungements with regard to the
Government. of Bengal are always considered as belong-
ing to the Cahinet, in which I have not a seat. But in
fuct this particular measure has been settled and con-
ducted T may say with the entire exclusion of my voice
or judgment in the affair. It was determined upon
some weeks before it reached my ears, and it was only
communicated to me on the day on which I was de-
sired to communieate it to the Chairs. I do not say
this in the way of complaint, being assured that the
perfect cordiality of Lord Grenville towands me pre-
cludes the possibility of intentional slight.’

Whatever the reasons may have been for the con
duct of the Cabinet, it certainly had an appearance of
want of candour that sufficiently accounted for the
irritation manifested by the Court of Directors. They
had not forgotten that the Prime Minister, Lord Gren-
ville, had warmly approved of the administration of
Lord Wellesley which they had condemned, and when
the nume of Lord Lauderdale was made known as that
of the chosen successor to Sir George Barlow, they at
once refused to consider the nomination, The Govern-
ment, persisting in their measure, exercised a power
given to the King by 33 Geo. I1I. c. 52, and vacated the
commission of Sir George. Both parties being equally
resolved, the quarrel grew hot snd hitter. Mr. Fox

»E



4 LORD MINTO IN INDIA.

supported the pretensions of Lord Lauderdale with that
passionate carelessness of consequemces where his feel-
ings were concerned which made him o beloved as a
friend and so distrusted ns a statesman. He positively
refused to listen to any other name, and somewhat
autocratically desired that the Ministry should abandon
the right of nomination altogether, rather than with-
draw the one they had made in compliance with the
objections of the Court of Directors. The discussioms
in the Cabinet were so prolonged and warm that Lord
Minto appears to have had misgivings as to the extent
to which the divergences of opinion manifested there
might ultimately be carried. In the course of the
summer he wrote to Lady Minto that, while believing
Lord Lauderdale to have many qualifications for the
office of Governor General which would justify the
appointment, he should himeself resign if the Govern-
ment persisted in forcing on the Company an indivi-
dusl obnoxious to them. A Tupture between the
Directors and the controlling power was imminent
when Lord Lauderdale suddenly withdrew his preten-
sions, induced by the serious illness of Mr. Fox to
spare him further agitation on the subject.

Lord Grenville immediately nominated Lord Minto,
und the appointment proved to be equally acceptable
to the Directors and to the public.

“When the appointment of Lord Lauderdale be-
came manifestly impossible,” wrote Lord Minto to Lord
William Bentinek, ¢ the views of all parties turned to-
wards me, and the accidental union which manifested
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itself on this choice seemed to make my nomination a
sort of peace-offering on both sides, and a means of
compromise and reconcilistion which might solve =
great difficulty. Under this inducement T uceapted,
not without a strong private snd domestic struggle,
nor without an anxious distrust of my qualifications
for =0 weighty a burthen, a situation which, so far from
seeking, 1 thought a week before no human persuasion
could have led me to undertake.’

Though by no means an adherent on all points to
Lord Wellesley’s policy, Lord Minto was, as Lord Gren-
ville well knew, second to no man in his devotion to
the honour and interests of the Empire, while the
natural moderation of his character convinced the
Directors that no hankerings after a showy policy
would prevent their instructions from heing rigor-
onsly observed. If these were limited, as he after-
wards playfully declared, to a general recommenta-
tion to maintain n system of non-intervention, and a
more definite one to control the consumption of pen-
knives, we may assume that their confidemce in the
new Governor Genernl was complete.

With Lord Grenville he had many conversations
in which were foreshadowed the main features of the
policy that before the elose of his administration left
Gireat Britain without a rival in the Eastern hemi-
sphere.

Such having been the ecircumstances thkat led to
the appointment of Lord Minto to the government of
India, n few words may be permitted to us on the per-
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sonal conditions which pointed him out as singularly
fitted for the post.

Lord Minto's early and intimate connection with
Burke was the keynote of his politieal career. For that
great man he formed an enthusiastic affeetion which
was returned with so much tenderness and confidence
that, when indulging after long years in a retrospect
of their old friendship, he was able to sy, ¢ T believe I
was nmong those whom Burke loved best, and most
trusted.’

Some of Burke's finest orations were due to the
profound interest he felt in the relations of England
and India, to the indignation with which he saw the
interests of the native princes and people trafficked
away by the servants of a trading Company, and to the
disgust with which he recognised that the ruling powers
in Enghnﬂhaﬂmindﬂtﬂoamﬂ]furthnsphmuftheir
duty. These sentiments were intensified by the natural
hias of his intellect. There was an epic grandeur in
the dramas émacting on that most ancient stage, a
tragie dignity in the fallen estate of dynasties as
ancient, & magnitude in the scale of the crimes and
trinmphs, the sorrows and sufferings of which India
was the scene, that stirred his keenest sympathies, and
called forth the scathing eloquence that imparts to
those who hear it something of its divine fervour.
Burke must be allowed the honour of having been the
first to awaken in the British Parliament and people
n sense of their duty to the native races of India; yet
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it cannot be denied that when the light of his imagina-
tion played over the stores of his lknowledge, an ideal
Indin was created, brilliant and unreal as the luminous
which Asintics love to traee in lines of fire on
midnight skies. Thufoﬂnﬁugpaaagﬂﬁumhinspmuh
on the East Indin Bill in 1783, curious for verious
reasons at the present day, may serve atonce to confirm
thisum:ﬁmanﬂto&huwthetmditiumafnuhml
of which Burke was the master.
¢ This multitude of men does not consist of an abject
and barbarons populace ; much less of gangs of savages,
like the Guaranis and Chiquitos, who wander on the
mﬂbwdmdthnﬁvﬁrofﬁmmnorthuﬂnm;hut
a people for ages civilised and eultivated ; cultivated
bjnﬂtheutanfpnunhudliﬁ.whﬂlhwnm;etin
the woods. There, have been (and still the skeletons
remain) princes once of great dignity, authority, and
opulence. There, are to be found the chiefs of tribes
and nations. There, is to be found an ancient and
venerable priesthood, the depositary of their laws, learn-
ing, and industry, the guides of the people whilst living,
and their consolstion in death; a nobility of great
antiquity and renown; o multitude of cities, not exceeded
in population snd trade by those of the first class in
Europe; merchants and bankers, individual houses of
whom have once vied in capital with the Bank of
England . . . millions of ingenions manufacturers
and mechanies; millions of the most diligent, and not
the least intelligent, tillers of the earth. Here are to
hﬁmnﬂn.lmmrtnllt.hnmligiMIapmeﬂmdbj men ;
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the Brahminical, the Mussulman, the Eastern and the
Western Christinns,

¢1f I were to take the whole aggregute of our pos-
sessions there, I should compare it as the nearest
parallel I could find to the Empire of Germany; our
immediate possessions I should compare with the
Austrian dominions, and they would not suffer in the
comparison. The Nabob of Oude might stand for the
King of Prussin ; the Nabob of Areot I would compare,
as superior in territory and equal in revenue, to the
Elector of Saxony, The Eajah of Benares might well
rank with the Prince of Hesse, at least ; and the Rajah
of Tanjore (though hardly equal in extent of dominion,
superior in revenue) with the Elector of Bavarin. The
Polygars and the northern Zemindars and other great
chiefs might well class with the rest of the princes,
dukes, counts, marquises, and bishops in the Empire;
all of whom I mention to honour, and surely without
disparagement to any or all of those most respectable
princes snd grandees,’!

It was no doubt due to Sir Gilbert's ardent sym-
pathy with the views and the labours of his friend that
in 1783 he was designated as one of the seven Parlia-
mentary Directors (the Seven Kings as they were called)
to be appointed under the provisions of Mr. Fox's Indis
Bill.

The measure was lost, and as with it collapsed the

Ministry and the reign of the Whig party, the honour
was a barren one; but his first appearance on the

! Bjeech on the Enst Indin Bill, Burke's Works, vol. L p. 538,
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political stage in a leading part was nevertheless des-
tined to be connected with the interests of India.
T'wo sessions had passed since he and Mirabeau stood
together at the Bar of the Honse of Commons to
listen to the great tribunes of England, when Sir
Gilbert himself made his first important effort in that
formidable assembly, and moved the Tmpeachment of
Sir Elijah Impey in a speech which elicited the warm
admiration of its most illustrious members.

In the following year he became one of the man-
agers in the trial of Wurren Hastings. *His enrnest
desire;” he said in his opening speech on that occasion,
<t befriend the natives of India had decided him to
undertake a business in many respects most uncon-
genial to his nuture” But another determining canse
was the urgency with which Burke besought him to
throw off his modesty, ¢ his only fault,’ and the warmth
of encouragement which hailed his opening effort. A
note, written in December 1787 and sent to Hir Gilbert
with a book intended to be of use to him while engaged
in the preparstion of his charge against Sir Elijuh
Impey, ends thus :

¢God bless you and forward your good under-
taking. Stick to it. Youn have years before you, and
if 1 were of your age, and had your talents and your
manners, T should not despair of seeing India a happy
eountry in a few years. Yours ever,

¢E. Burge.'

Having kept all these things in his heart he could
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pot but ponder on them at the moment when his
destiny was about to lead him among the people to
whom his early sympathies had been given; nothing
could be more natural than that a few of his last hours
in England should be spent with all that remained of
his old friend. *I paid my visit to Mrs. Burke yester-
day, he wrote to his wife a day or two before his
embarkation, ¢ and took leave of the old groves as well
as of herself by walking round the place which to me
and a few other people is sanctified—as I am never
there without feeling, Sitting there alone I thought
of more things than even you would understand.’

From the groves which crown the heights of
Benconsfield it was only a pleasant drive to Taplow
Court, where Lord and Lady Thomond (8ir Joshua
Reynolds’ niece) owned one of the loveliest places on
the Thames ; thence it was no ¢ far ery’ to Dropmore,
the home of the Grenvilles ; nor to Park Place, that of
the Malmesburys, with the little ¢ Lavender House'!
nestling under its slopes. OF each and of all these
familinr haunts he took o long farewell. While to
some of those, for whose sake they were dear, the word
itself remained unspoken.

A pathetic proof of its bitterness to others as well
as to himself is given in a letter addressed to him at
Portamouth, by Lady Malmesbury.

' Balonging to Mr, and Mrs. Calverden, sister of Lady Palmerston,
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« 8pring Gardens : Febroary 10, 1807,

‘Imnstwnﬂyuunfmﬁnmtatﬁankyoﬂ{ur
sparing me the most wretched of all things—a parting
scene. People feel so differently on these points that
I would mankynutndnao,iummjuufalt
differently, and no selfish feelings conld be attended
to hy me on such an occasion. In youth one rather
covets such things as call forth the feelings, but in
later life there is less spring to support them, and 1
am inclined to believe that as the passions wenken the
feelings strengthen. 1 therefore repest that 1 thank
you sincerely for siof coming here, and that I consider
the last squeeze of your hand as fully satisfactory. « - -
1 hope and pray that the sacrifice you have made may
be rewarded in every possible shape, and that the in-
terval may be as little irksome as it can be. I am
gure that the retrospect of it will be one of its princi-
pal rewards, as the will of doing good will equal the
power in your hands, and the latter is unequalled
perhaps in any situation on the globe.’

Lord Malmesbury wrote in like strain:

* London : February 10, 1807.
T really eould not make up my mind to see you
before you left London. I even studionsly avoided it.
The taking leave of an old and affectionate friend,
going for several years to a very distant country, at
my time of life and with my infirmities, is & very pain-
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ful task, and calculated to raise so many melancholy
sensations that I shrank from attempting it.

<1 feel almost sure you guessed and understood the
motives of my conduet, but there is a sutisfaction in
writing them to you, resting on the same feeling which
made it so painfal for me to express them personally.

o If wa do mest again, why we shall smile,
Hnnt,whythmt-lﬁsgnﬁngmwul!mnﬂm'

Before the frignte sailed which was to convey
him to India, Lord Minto sent a few parting lines to
his wife, in which the following passage occurs.

& Februnry 6, 1807.

¢ I took leave of Gilbert ! yesterday after sealing my
letter to you, and I may reckon the worst moments of
my probation over: The last was one of those of which
it is impossible to say all that is felt, and if one could
it is better to suppress it. Many people have said of
their sons that they have never given them pain; I
can say with perfect and literal truth that there has
not been an instant of his life on which I have reflected
without comfort and delight. So much for that. The
wind has not been fair.!

i His eldest son, Gilbert Elliot, afiorwands second Earl of Minto.
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VOYAGE TO INDIA. 13

CHAPTER 1L

TaE voyage from England to Madras, in the ¢ Modeste”
frigate commanded by George Elliot, Lord Minto's
seeond son, took four months, As it neither pro-
duced 8 sea fight nor ended in disaster it was cop-
sidered to have been favoured by fortune. The nearest
approach to such naval adventures us Lord Minto had
witnessed in the Mediterranean' wns a chase after a
couple of our own merchantmen, whenee half-a~dozen
sailors were extracted to make up the * Modeste’s” own
very deficient complement, chiefly composed of raw lands-
men. No less ill-fitted than ill-manned, the frigate after
weathering a severe gale reached Madeira in need of
serious repairs. ‘A little more would have been too
much for us, wrote Lord Minto in the log kept for the
benefit of the family circle at home ; but he was com-
forted for the delay by a sight of scenery that reminded
lim of Nice and Bastin, and the enjoyment of a quiet
morning, ¢ rusticating in all the ways I like, among
flowering trees and shrubs regaling the air with per-
fume. A pathetic interest is lent to these few lines
by the cireumstance that never again in his journal-
1 When Vieeroy of Corsica
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like letters is mention made of ¢ ways® hitherto so fre-
quently recorded as to form part of his habitual life,
whether the summer hours were spent on the eraigs of
Minto, under the chestnuts of Sheen, or by the bright
waters of the Thames,—
That, as thoy bicker'd thro' the sunny glade,
Tho' restless still themselves, a Infling mormet miie.

Of the log no more need be said than that no one of
those for whom it was kept but could find some con-
genial topie there, For his son there were comments
on soldiers and sailors, eolonists and governors;: for
his daughters bright little word-pictures of Funchal
and Cape Town—for the youngest, the only child left
in the family, tales of the mids that came to his cabin
for their daily treat of oranges, and of their pet play-
fellow, a goat that was born on board ship, rated her-
eolf one of them, and knew no more of eraigs than the
Minto pointers had told her.! Lastly, for his wife there
was the constant recurrence of words showing how all
his thoughts ended in her. *Cape Town, May, 1807.
In the country I am now driving through, there is a
quarter called Franmeuk or French corner, It is so
called from some Fremch refugees, expelled by the
edict of Nantes, who took refuge in South Africn, and
obtained grants of land where they cultivated the vine,
and 1 have no doubt advanced that art very materially.
To what country has that event mot brought some

1 Lord Minto was enrrying s couple of poioters to Indin s &
present to his son,
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precious aoquisition?’ It will be remembered that
Lady Minto was descended from a Huguenot family.

After one of these playful entries he says: © Heaven
knows I am serious enough as the serions scene draws
near.’

The next day he was at Madras.

The ¢ Modeste* anchored in the Madras roads on the
evening of June 20, 1807, At six o'clock next morn-
ing Lord William Bentinck, and John Elliot ! enme on
board to weleome him—¢ both unchanged,and unchange-
able.! Though Lord Minto was detained st Madras fora
fortmight by the necessity of having a new foremast for
the ¢ Modeste, he could take no official part there sines
his commission could only be opened on his arrival st
Caleutta, but he profited by the opportunity to ac-
quninthjmmlf‘wiﬂlthnﬂﬂniﬂnfthltgwﬁlﬂﬂ.hﬂ-
dency where some of the mutineers of Vellore were still
under sentence awaiting their fate® As those parts of
his letters which relate to that disastrous event contain
little more than his personal opinion upon facts long
sinee established they are omitted. His first impres-
sions of Indian life have more interest.

i John Edmund Elliot, third son of Lord Minta, who had heen
appointed to awritership in 1805, and now became private secretury
to his father.

& The European barracks at Vellor lad been seized in the night
of July 10, 1806, by two battalions of Bepoys, in the Company's
servics, nnd thoir [nmates put to the swond, The mutiny was put
Aown almost immedintely, but a geneeal revolt of the native troops
was for some time apprehendod, A prociamation of the Madrs
Government, dated December 3, 1806, states the canse of the mutiny

to have been nn unfounded beliel thab tha Government meant to
convert the native troops by forcible means to Christianity.
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i Mpdras: June 20
¢The novelty of this scene exceeds even my ex-
1 have already told you of our safe arrival
and perfect health. I do mot find the heat at all
amiss, though it is the hottest season of the year. [
never go out at all till five o'clock in the afternoon ;
it is then cool enough to drive in the curricle. John
is my coachman. We take a giro on the Mount Road
which is the general resort at that time of day, and
strike off occasionally for variety into other roads.
The ronds are all as fine as the smoothest gravel walks,
being composed of pounded rick ; the dust of this is
rather troublesome. They ure extremely wide, with
trees on each side, and are in effeet handsome avenues.
The whole of the Choultry plain, which extends seven
or eight miles from Madras, is divided into villas and
pleasure-grounds, and the grounds are so extensive
that the houses are much farther from each other than
on Putney Heath, or Wimbledon Commen. These are
the habitations of the English, and the higher class of
natives, John and T finish our drive where we are
invited to dine, the hour being seven o'clock. As yet
1 am in a round of great dinners, at which I meet the
same thirty or forty grandees every duy.

Most people come and go in their palanquins, and
travel at the rate of five or six miles an hour, carried
by four bearers, and attended by four more to relieve
ench other, all running and always singing some ditty
or other. Indeed, in carriages, going a good round
pace with four horses on a smooth road, you are alwiys
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attended by men on foot, one for each horse, and often
mare for dignity—so that it is not one running
footman or twe, with a fine gentleman or fine lady ;
here and there one, as in Germany or Italy, but every
sort of person here is followed by a cloud of volantes.
This annoys me extremely, very much to John’s amuse-
ment, who assures me that they like it, while T am
thinking how I should like it myself with my lungs in
this burning san. They run thirty miles on end with-
out thinking much of it, and will set off back again
with little or no rest. (Qne advantage is that they are
not burdened with a heavy wardrobe. I was not pre-
pared for the entire nakedness of the Gentoo inhabitants,
I mean the men, nine tenths of whom have literally no
clothes except only a narrow belt about the waist from
which another is passed between the limbs exnetly as in
the South Ses Islands. In this attire crowds are in
the streets, and in the roads, and walk about your
house. It seems really strange to a griff n—the cant
word for a European just arrived, and would, 1 supposs,
seem still stranger to our countrywomen if these men
were white instead of black or bronze. The Queen (of
Naples) might here study figures without anything to
« ghimer® her models. This race of men are not
exactly Academy figures, not being very musoular, but
their forms are remarkably delicate and elegant, and
many of their countenances uncommonly fine. . . The
habit of walking without clothes gives them a free and
manly as well asa graceful gait. The rest of the in-
habitants, who are Moors, and the richer Gentoos, are
a
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dressed in various degrees and fashions, bub universally
in white muslin, and mostly robed down to the feet.
From that fortunate class to the lowest there is n
regular gradation of dishabille.  The women are almost
universally very ugly. They certainly have mone of
them livers, for the vertical sun makes them no hotter
than it makes a encumber, They work hard in his very
beams, and, when they may rest, lie in them on the
baked sand even when shade is close to them.

¢The Hindoos are all marked with the distinctive
sign of their castes. These are painted or rather
plastered on their foreheads with chunam, a sort of
very fine plaster lime, for which Madras is famons. Tt
is coloured in various ways, sometimes gilt, but gene-
rally of a yellow tint. The marks consist in o score
or several scores upon the forchead, some horizontal,
some vertical, some oblique, according to the caste, A
very frequent mark is a round patch just above the
nose. They all perform their ablutions every morning
before they eat. The marks of caste are therefore
effaced. They breakfast without them and renew them
immedintely afterwards. The best sort wash before
énch meal, morning and evening—and must renew
their decorations therefore twice a day.

¢There are two sorts of distinetion amongst these
people on perfectly separate principles, but both exist-
ing together in their full force; one, as in the rest
of the world, consists in the difference of fortune and
power; the other takes no notice of these valgar sources
of consideration, but sets them all at defiance, and
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maintaing itself in spite of all worldly vicissitudes.
A Brahmin of the highest caste may be the servant or
at least the humble dependant of & man of an inferior
caste; but the master, in such cases, must not pre-
sume to sit down or to eat in the presence of his
servant, and the latter would think himself dishonoured
by being even looked at by his rich superior while
cooking his rice.

¢ All Christians and other pagans are classed with the
lowest or Parinh caste. Sometimes people of this caste
enlist in the Sepoy regiments, and Sir John Cradock,
Knight of the Bath and Commander-in-chief, told me
that a Parinh Sepoy had sometimes come to him for a
furlough or some other small favour, and by way of
recommending himself has said, “Master know I be
Master’s easte,” and I daresay has paid master nosmall
compliment by acknowledging him even for a Pariah.

¢ A thousand whimsical consequences, and ten thou-
sand inconvenient, often ruinous, restraints, result
from these original but firmly established institutions.
(Oue great convenience, however, of these singnlarities 1
must mention, which is that no servant is fed or even
lodges in the house. They receive so much money,
and very little it is, and provide for themselves. The
coachmen alone wear liveries, and they are dressed
exactly like English postilions; but, as soon as they
leave their box, they strip off their European finery,
and walk off stark naked to their own huts and dress
their rice, and have no more to do with you till the
carrisge comes. The coachman would scorn to rub his

ol
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horse down, and the horse-keeper would scorn to rub
more than one horse; hence it is lucky that all these
gentlemen have no religions prejudice aguinst low
wages : eight or ten shillings a month pays all wages.

+ T suppose there are fifty things in sight and hearing
every minute that would amuse you in deseription,
but my eye is spoilt already, and 1 hardly know what is
strange and what is common.

« 1 have told you very little about the Nabob {of the
Carnatic), althongh no day passes without messengers
from him, in the morning to enquire how I slept, and
in the middle of the day to present a gift of fruit and
fowers. He insists on my seeing these messengers
with great silver sticks and returning my salanms by
them, which is a great and grievous bore twice & day.
After my first visit he sent me a dinner of at least fifty
dishes, each of which was brought on the head of s
blsck damsel. This foast was displayed on the floor of
the colonnade, and I was brought forth to see the rich
embroidered covers taken off, and to admire the cook-
shop. 1 made my salaam, and the repast was devoured
by Lord William’s body-guard. This present of a
dinmer is an established custom in the East. The
Nabob is a very fat black-bearded person about
thirty. At my first visit he received me at the door of
my coach, having bargnined that I should do the like
when he returned my visit. He embraced me as soon
a8 I was out of the coach with most affectionate hugs,
saying each time, * How d’ye do, Governor General 27
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This I thought a very suitable salutation at our mest-
ing, but it seemed less neat and appropriate at my
departure, when, at the coach door, he repeated the
four embraces with % How d'ye do, Governor General ?”
four times again., During the reception he sat on a
sofa in a great hall, in which was also the musaud or
throne, I on his right, Lord William on his left. Then
our interpreter made us mutnally happy by assurances
of each other's perfect health, and the Nabob returned
thanks to God for the health of the King, the Queen,
the Prince of Wales, all the Princes and Princesses,
the Court of Directors, the House of Peers, and all
the Members of the House of Commons, every one of
whom T assured him 1 had left in the most blooming
health. We were then still more deeply affected by
our extreme attachment for each other, and by the
singular felicity of beholding each other's faces, Many
other similar affuirs of state were transacted between
us, and when the painful moment for parting arrived,
His Highness dropt a few drops of attar of roses on
my handkerchief, then sprinkled me profusely all over
my best Vienna embroidered coat with rose-water, say-
ing affectionately that he knew he was spoiling my
cont (but what is a coat to the effusions of friend-
ship?). Then he put on my neck a gurland of white
flowers ; gave me two packets of betel-nut and then
two roses. After which Lord William and all my
family were treated in the same manner, and we re-
m‘!

The next day the visit was returned, and on the
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following one the Governor General was entertained at
» Nuutch—of which festivity he was quite unworthy—
thinking he had never seen such a collection of hideous
women in his life.

¢ 1 am sorry to say the season has been most eala-
mitous here, from the entire failure of the nsual mon-
mnndnmmqmtlmuftheump. A sad famine
is at this moment desolating several extensive dis-
tricts; + « + thousands of country people have swarmed
into Madras in quest of bread; thonsands are em-
ployed on public works; to thousands who can’t work
rice is distributed gratis daily, by a publie subseription.
But gome arrive too late and too much exhausted,
others refrain too long from pride or seruples: from
accepting this relief, and it has been common to see
famished wretches brought at last by friends to the
Choultry, where the distribution is made, expire after
the first mouthful of food which their stomachs could
o longer receive in safety. It has heen worse in the
country. . - - It seems hard that the people of this
eountry should experience distress, for none ean expe-
rience fewer wants; a little rice is literally the only
necessary of life. The man requires no clothes, the
woman little more. Fuel to cook their rice is all they
want, and they need pay no house-rent, for their habi-
tations are huts composed of n few mats or hurdles
fastened to upright stakes about four feet high, and a
yoof of as light timbers thatched with lnrge leaves.
Thﬂhumhmnberunupinanhmr,mdmmcted
:Imgt&idendthuhjghrmdnwmmymﬂnf
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waste land they like. The wind passes through them
freely, which is all the better; but the rain enters
with as little ceremony; and in all wet weather they
must go out of their houses to have any chance of
being dry. They enjoy the hottest sun and bask in
the hiked dust without shelter and for pleasure at
noon-day, but they all look as miserable as eats in o
lower.

¢ Ome thing 1 have forgotten to tell you of—the
prickly heat. To give you some notion of its intensity,
the placid Lord William hus been found sprawling on
ntnhlemhilbnck;nndﬁirﬂamy&wﬂﬁn,muf
the Madras judges, who is & Welshman and a fiery
lhitmhuummwu_dimmmﬂﬂhjaviﬁbw rolling
unhismmﬂuurrmringlihlhitdbuﬂ- Here 1
st close the Madras chapter. T have been writing

down to July 19, and must embark to-morrow morning.’

On Lord Minto's arrival in Caleutta Sir George
Barlow resumed the position of senior member of
Couneil vacated by him while holding the office of
Governor General.  After his appointient to the
Government of Madras which took place a few weeks
later, Mr. Lumsden, an experienced publie servant,
Mr. Colebrookey ‘o man of extraordinary talents and
extremely agreeable manners, and General Hewitt,
Commander-in-chief, constituted the Council, in which
there were no further changes during Lord Minto's
administration. Mr. N. B. Edmonstone filled the
post of Secretary to Government,  Sir Edward Pellew
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__afterwards Lord Exmouth—held the chief naval
command, ¢a sailor of the Nelson school, and there-
fore particularly acceptable to the Governor General.
Lord Minto was justified in saying that he found
« plenty of ability in all departments.’

+ Caloutts : July 81, 18070

«To have arrived at onr destination and all well, is
so material a step, though the first one of our design,
that I feel, perhaps more than 1 ever did before, grateful
to Providence for this good beginning. . « . To return
to the fussifications of my arrival and accession. When
I found myself lost from my cobbler’s stall in Arlington
Street, seated in full possession of this noble and mag-
nificent marble hall, the crowds of servants and attend-
ants bowing round me in all the forms of Eastern
prostration, I felt a little like Nell awnking in Lady
Loverrule’s bed, with the difference, however, that it is
not at all like my notions of Paradise.’

¢ Calontta - Beptember 16

« Notwithstanding the swhkward gituation in which
Sir . Barlow and 1 are placed with regard to each
other, I find no unpleasant consequences resnlt from it.
. . . His good sense and some other neutral qualities
in his charncter have enabled him to act the part he
had chosen with dignity and with many marks of real
magnanimity. His good properties are of o high class.

* To Lady Minto. ¢ To Hon. Gilbert Elliot.
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A real attachment to his public duties, and, T have
every reason to believe, 8 naturally sineere and honour-
able character, secure his best advice as a colleague.
A constitutional coldness and apathy of temper, which
has exposed him to the reproach of indifference to the
interests of other men, and has enabled him to discharge
many harsh duties pretty inflexibly, seems at the same
time to have kept his personal feelings in a temperate
state, and to render a second place less irksome and
jrritating than it would be to ninety-nine men in 3
hundred who had filled the first. He acknowledges,
also, the grmtnt:tﬁntiunnnd delicacy I had shown
towards his feelings from the beginning of the contro-
versy concerning his office to the present time. E
have omitted nothing, which & real and strong feeling
for the unpleasantness of his situntion can suggest, to
diminish his own discomfort, and create a cordial instead
of a jealous feeling between us.
¢ The situstion of public affairs in this country is
particularly favourable to the circumstances in which L
am placed. There is in reality nothing of great moment
and nothing stirring in the great scale of
politics on which 1 should desire to act on views and
principles of my own, rather than on the mere expe=
rience and familiarity of other men with the sabject.
I have time, therefore, to form my views at leisure, and
to acquire a little fumilinrity of my own with affairs
before 1 need make free with them. In the mean-
while, my total inexperience in the details of current
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been living with them on the most intimate footing all
his life particularly seasonable. The principal griev-
ance I have to complain of is that the quantity and
quick sucecession of current business is such as to em-
ploy every instant that I can command from ceremony,
and the interruption of private solicitation, without
affording any time for reading back, or looking
forward, and acquiring general information. . . . The
routine is thig: the secretaries in the different depart-
ments send in circulation to me and the members
of Council the despatches they have received since
the last Council, and the documents relating to all
business which arises in the interval. These are ex-
tremely voluminous, and would require pretty nearly
the whole interval for mere perusal. The number and
variety of affairs is also immense ; for everything, small
ns well as great, must have the sanction of Govern-
ment, and instead of being transacted by the secre-
taries, as in England, must be actually stated, and the
orders given in Council. A declaration of war, and an es-
timate for an addition toa barrack a thousand miles off,
may come next to each other in the secretaries’ bundle.
You may conceive the loads of such ware which such a
country as this produces. The secretaries uttend at
Couneil, each department in its turn with its mountain
of bundles. The secretary reads, or often only states
shortly the substance of each paper, and the order is
given on the spot. We are enabled to do this by having
read these bundles at home, Now, our secretaries are
all modest men, who scarcely read above their breath.
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It ie & constant strain of the éar to hear them; the
business is often the heaviest and dullest kind, the
voices monotonous, and as one small concern succeeds
another, the punkah vibrates gently over my eyes ; and
in this warm atmosphere the whole operation has been
found in the course of five hours somewhat composing.
It is often a vehement struggle to avoid a delec-
table oblivious wink. But if the sovereign nods, the
empire must fall to pieces; the fear of which has
hitherto kept my fond evelids from kissing each other,
but not from most loving dispositions. However, if we
nod and listen much, we have little occasion to write.
The secretaries reduce all our orders into minutes of
Council, letters, instructions, &c., and the different
Boards and other executive officers carry the mensures
agreed upon into execution. We hold two Couneils
week—Mondny and Friday. We meet at ten and sit
till three or four. From Friday to Tuesday 1 have my
levées, andiences, dinners, and other personal eommu-
nications, besides the reading of papers for Council.

+On Monday evening 1 go to Barrackpore, and
remain there till Friday moming, when 1 return at
five o'clock aa by water to Calentta, anid am there soon
after seven. This division of the week, besides making
half of it delicious, is of real advantage to business.
At Barrackpore I ean read, and really do so the livelong
day.

¢1 ean perceive nothing yet in any quarter that
indicates a spirit of party, and there is certainly none
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now existing that leads to hostility towards me. If
Sir (3. Barlow had been a very popular character, the
case might have been different ; but he is not popular,
and T believe his merits may have been the cause of it,
or ot least one among others. In truth, a Company’s
servant raised to the commanding height above his
follows which the Governor General holds here, excites
envy rather than respect or love. They are all com-
paring themselves with him, sud their own preten-
sions with his.

¢] have never felt anything here equal to the heat
of Bastia or even Vienna in summer. These are the
most oppressive and most unhealthy weeks in the year
__the end of September and beginning of October.
Afterwards come four, or sometimes five delectable
months. Barrackpore is really delicious, and takes the
sting out of India.’ ;

 Caloutta : September 20, 1807,

i The hours and occupntions of Caleutta seem con-
trived to exclude women from society ; and I hardly
know how it can be helped ; for in order to havelany
air or any exercise you must be riding or driving by
five in the morning. This makes it necessary to most
of us that we should be in bed by ten. In the Evening
between five and six, everybody is out again to get a
gnap, by which means it is difficult to dine before eight.
The anly way of seeing ladies that I have discovered is

! To Hon. A. M. Elliot,
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at table; the moment the meal is swallowed it is time
to part. At table I have hitherto been allowed but
one dish—namely the Burro Bebee, or lady of the
highest rank, and to her, therefore, [ am wedded, and
care is taken that I should be a faithful husband.
Since one cannot have one’s own wife, 1 should think
little variety not amiss. Accordingly 1 am Inying plans
for that purpose, and have begun to invite small do-
mestie sort of parties to dinner.

¢« drive out almost every morning and eveming,
The formality of these airings is uncomfortable to me
to u degree that I cannot at all aceustom myself to.
1 am always followed by an officer and six troopers
of the body-guard. These cannot be dispensed with.
Fwworhwwkmpu:whhﬁy-ﬂnppﬁm.ukmr
side of the horses till I positively rebelled against this
annoyance. Everybody, European and pative, salaams
as I pass, and the natives, who swarm, draw up in lines
and touch the ground almost with their heads, The
consequence is that my right hand is never away from
my head. I have had thoughts of sticking a wax hund
in my hat. It is still worse with a palanquin. Thirty
people go before in two lines which extend a great way
forward. They carry gold and silver maces and hal-
berds, and embroidered fans, and cows’ tails to keep the
flies off, besides two orderly Sepoys and two troopers.
All these run on foot at a round trot, some of them
proclaiming my titles ; which, as the proclamation is
rather long, 1 imagine must be Hindostanee for Gilbert
Elliot, Murray of Melgund, and Kynynmound of that ilk.
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The worst of all is the exvessive annoyance at home
by the same sort of growd ani incessant entourage.
The first night I went to bed at Calcutta 1 was followed
by fourteen persons in white muslin gowns into the
dressing-room. One might have hoped that some of
them were ladies; but on finding that there were as
many turbans and black beards as gowns, [ was very de-
sirous that these bearded handmaids should leave me to
single Tom, which with some trouble and perseverance
I accomplished, and in that one reom I enjoy u degree
of privacy, but far from perfect. The doors are open,
the partitions are open or transparent also, and it is the
business of a certain number to keep an eye upon me,
and see if T want the particular service which each is
allowed by his caste to render me. It is the same in
bed ; a set of these black men sleep and watch all
night on the floor of the passsge, and an orderly man
of the body-guard mounts guard ab the door with
Sepoys in almost all the rooms, and at all the stair-
cases., These give you a regular military salute every
time you stir out of your room or go up or down stairs,
besides four or five with maces running before you. 1
have gradually got rid of this troublesome nonsense,
but enough remains and must remain to tease me and
tiirn comfort out of doors.  As to John, he is oriental-
ised alrendy, and is mighty content to have five fellows
attend his toilet; ome holds a glass before him, one
lins hold of his foot, another of his knee, his hair, his

. I haye a barber to shave me and a hair-dresser.
Tom thought he ought to have some office also; and
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after the man had dressed my hair he chose to tie my
cue, till T prevailed on him to be less oriental, and
leave the care of my cue to the hairdresser. 1 have
banished as much of this as possible from Barrckpore,
and we are more comfortable there; but after all, 1
belisve the best way will be to endure what it is im-
possible here to cure entirely. Barrackpore surpasses all
my expectations, in the beauty of the ground, the
beauty of the situation, and the comfort of its ways,
compared to Calentta. The grounds are s mixture of
park and pleasure-grounds. They are laid out with
the greatest judgment and taste, and their extent
is very considerable. There is a great variety of
fine timber nnd curious ornnmental shrubs and
flowering trees. Pools of water of very pretty forms
and certain inequalities of surface have been nrtificially
produced, but the real beauties consist in the rich
verdure which covers the whole, the magnificent tim-
ber, and the fine river which forms one side of the
place from end to end. Although it is a tide river,
there is no mud on the sides; the gruss extends to low
watermark. The breadth of the Ganges here is suffi-
cient for grandeur, and not too much for beauty. It
is all alive with » brisk navigation of boats and vessels
of different build and dimensions, and all of the most
pietnresque forms and fashions. The present house is
what is called a bungalow or cottage, and was intended
only as & makeshift while the great house was erecting.
It is a cottage, indeed, but a very considernble building
compared with the European scale. The bungalow
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was originally composed of three large rooms, which
opened into a verandah surrounding the whole. Sir
Hmtgeﬂarhw,hjmwrﬁngmhumm:rnfthe
verandah into a small room, has greatly improved the
comfort of the house. The verandah next the room is
a charming apartment. It affords a long, shaded, airy
walk with a most beautiful prospect, and we find it an
excellent eating-room. It is within forty or fifty paces
of the water's edge.

¢ Besides this principal bungalow there area number
of smaller ones like neat Swiss cottages seatterad about
the lawn. These afford accommodation for aide-de-
camps, guests, &e., &e. A better and more regular
house will certainly be proper. Such an ome there
was, but it was pulled down to make room for the pro-
jected palace, of which the ground-floor walls are
finished, 1t would have been magnificent, I have no
doubt, but in perfect contradiction with every purpose
of the place. It would have been to come from Cal-
cutta to Caleutta again ; and you must have had the
sume multitude of troublesome attendants, and have
lived the same full-dress, intolerable life at your country
house as in town. I am extremely glad it has been
stopped, and am selling off the materials which had
been laid in, hoping there will be no change in my
time. The road from Caleutta to Barrackpare is bean-
tifal the whole way., The Danish town of Berampore,
immediately opposite to these windows, is extremely
ornamental, the river not appearing much wider than
the Thames st Westminster, though it is considerably
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broader. But the clearness of the atmosphere and the
strong light make all objects seem near. We have a
enntonment of two or three thousand native troops
clase to us, and that, also, is very ornnmental, though it
may not sound so.  But the officers’ bungalows, ranged
along the banks of the river, are extremely pretty,
and the men’s huts have the picturesque character
of all the cottages of this country. The men them-
selves are still more omamental. 1 never saw so
handsome a race. They are much superior to the
Madras people, whose forms I admired also. Those
were slender ; these are tall, muscular, athletic figures,
perfectly shaped, and with the finest possible cast of
countenance and features. Their features are of the
most classical European models, with great variety at
the same time; but the females seem still as hideous
as at Madras, and one cannot eonceive that they should
be the mothers of such handsome sons.”

The first Aleet that eame out from England after Lord
Minto's arrival at Caleutta brought the unexpected
news of & change of Administration. Though it was
known that Ministers had encountered considerable
difficulty in proceeding with the Catholic Bill as it
was called (a measure to enable Roman Catholics to
serve in the Army and Navy with no other condition
than that of taking an oath of allegiance '), the world was

3 The hill, though intended chiefly for fhe bemefit of the
Cntholles, exteniled the proposed conpession to persons of overy
religions persunsion.

n
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completely taken by surprise when it was announeed
that, in consequence of the irreconcilable nature of the
views entertained by the King and his Ministers as to
their constitutional duty on the matter in question,
Lord Grenville and his colleagues had heen dismissed.
In the conrse of the Parlismentary debates which
ensued it became known that the King, not content
with the consent of Ministers to withdraw the objec-
tionable Bill, hud required from them a written pledge
that they would never again propose further concessions
to the Catholies. This pledge they refused to give,
and immedistely received their dismissal from the King,
who desired the Duke of Portland and Mr. Perceval to
form a new Administration.

The Duke was the nominal chief of the new Cahinet.
Its chief members were Lord Camden, President of the
Council ; Lord Eldon, Chancellor; Lord Hawkesbury,
Home Secretary; Mr. Canning, Foreign Secretary ;
Lord Castlereagh, War and Colonial Secretary; Mr.
Perceval, Chaneellor of the Exchequer; Mr. Hobert
Tundas, President of the Board of Control.

The new Ministers took their seatson April 8. On
April 16 Lord Grenville addressed the following letter
to Lord Minto :—

t Downing Street 1 April 16, 1807,

& You will hear from other quarters of the sudden
revolution which has taken place in the political sitna-
tion of your friends here. T have little doubt that
you will entirely agree in the propriety of the conduct
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which they have held throughout the whole of a very
difficult and delicate business, in which the most un-
fair advantages have been taken of them, and a spirit
of low underhand intrigue employed sgainst them,
such as I am sure you had much rather see them the
vietims of, than think it possible for them to have
counteracted by similar means.

¢] remember nothing that I have thought more
profligate than the attempt to escite in this country =
spirit of religions dissent at a time when we have so
much need of showing ourselves as an united people.
Without giving to our opponents too much eredit for
talents which they certainly do not collectively possess,
itiqhum&r,diﬁﬁu]tmthinkmmmljdﬂmir
understandings as to believe that they really are
themselves impressed with any belief of the dangers to
the church establishment of this country from enaet-
ing the same laws here which have for fourteen years
been in force in Treland,! or from extending those laws
in go far as was necessary to reconcile them to common
sense.  All this you will, T am sure, feel as strongly as
I could express it, and I need not therefore dwell upon
it. To a Government formed by a Court intrigue and
resting for its support on an hypocritical attempt to

' By a law passed in the Parliament of Treland in 1793, Catholics
wers nllowed to hold commissions in the army in Ireland, and to
attain to any rank ssve that of Dommander-in-chief of the forces,
Master-general of the Ordnance, or General on the Btaff. The
mensure proposed by Lord Grenville’s Ministry in 1807 extended
to the Catholies of England the privileges already conceded to their
Trish brethren and removed the restrictions enforced by the Act of

178
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excite a popular elamour in favour of religious interests
which no man of sense can believe in any dunger, no
sentiments can exist in my mind but those of decided
hostility. Nor do I think your own feelings on this
pdntmhandldiﬁemntfmmuﬁn& You will hear
that the Directors have recalled Lord William Bentinck
from Madrasj a great disappointment as I believe to
those who meant that he should have immedintely
superseded you in Bengal. With respect to your own
conduct, T know you will allow me to speak to you
with the utmost plainness and sincerity. I am far
from feeling that T have any elaim upon you in guch a
eireumstance, nor, if T had, shonld 1 feel the slightest
wish to nse that claim for the purpose of influencing
in the least degree the decision you may take about
yourself. If you think on a deliberate review of the
state of things at home and abroad that you can remain
where you are with advantage to the public and with
satisfaction to yourself, be assured that I speak quite
sincerely when I say that I have mno wish that you
should net otherwise, and that on the contrary I shall
feel sincere pleasure in thinking that one part at least,
and that not the least important, of the interests of
the country is in hands to which one can loak with
confidence and satisfaction ; and thaot neither our
private friendship nor the sentiments I entertain
towards you as a public man will suffer the smallest
&hﬁnnﬁﬂnﬁﬂjmyumwnﬁnuingtﬂhﬂlﬂymuﬂinﬂ
under the auspices of persons of whose conduct I think
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go ill. T hape therefore you will judge for yourself,
and whatever your decision is, [ beg you to be persnaded
that T shall think it right, becanse it depends in part
on cirenmstances of which you alome can judge—I
smean the assurances of support which you may receive
from the new Ministers, and the degree of eredit which
you may sttach to their assurances. 1f your resolution
should be to send a resignation, let me then suggest
the propriety of your enclosing it to Elliot ! with dis-
cretionary powers as to making use of it. This is not
eaid because 1 believe much in the expectation which
some entertain of another change taking place before
long, I have seen enough of the polities of this
country to know how very long & very weak and in-
officient Government may maintain itself, if it has
the Court favour with it, and is willing to make large
ecrifices and compliances in order to retain that favour.
And that this is the case in the present instance 1
believe no man doubts.’

In a letter of later date, Lord Grenville reiterated
his earnest hope that Lord Minto would take no deter-
mination to resign except with the advice of his friends
in England.

Neither of these letters reached him until he had
adopted and acted upon a coursé similar to that indi-
eated by Lord Grenville. He sent to his gon a condi-
tional resignation to be used or not, according to the
juﬂgmﬂntn!hhﬁanﬁu,udldtibtnthelﬁnﬁtry

' Right Hon. William Elliot of Wells,
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and the Court of Directors to decide whether or no the
appointment of Governor General of Indis should
henceforth be considered as one of those dependent on
the change of parties at home. In his letter to his
son he said :—

<On public grounds T am sure that this distant
Government ought not to change with every tum in
domestic politics. The contrary principle would be
productive of the greatest evil, and possibly danger, in
India.

¢When the political connexion of a Governor
(reneral with parties at home is found to divert him
from the duties of his office it is time emough to
remove him. On the question of ndherence to political
and personal connexion, I cannot think this office at
all implicated in those considerations ; but 1 hold that
point as so sacred that, if there is a difference of
opinion, or the slightest feeling on the snbject among
my friends at home, I hereby authorise you to resign
for me. For I will not place myself or consent to
stand upon doubtful ground in that respect. I received
my office at the recommendation of Lord Grenville, in
very peculiar circumstances, from the Court of Directors,
It was not solicited ; it was to me & real saerifice of
many things that are dear to me. It was a public ac-
commodsation at the time, and was generally gratifying
to Government, to the Directors, and to the public, If
I retain it, I shall not hold it of the favour or good
will of the present Ministers; and, remaining subject
to all its public duties just as before, T contract no new
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political obligations, form no new party engagement or
eonnexion.’

The next feet brought the confirmation of Lord
Minto's powers from the new Ministers, coupled with ex-
pressions of an earnest desire that he should continue to
administer the government of India, and a number of
private letters from Windham and others nrging him
to remain in India. To Lard Grenville he replied :

¢ Caloutta: Oatober 10, 1807,
¢« My dear Lord,—I feel most gensibly the kindness

of your letter of April 16, which I have just received.
¢ My sentiments on the scene that was then passing
in England are precisely the same as your owi. . « - .
The Ministry which has succeeded you has built not on
sand but on dirt, which is a less stable foundation still. .
. . . I need hardly say that T have thonght much and
deeply on the part which it becomes me to act on the
present occasion. My first considerntion was what
political connexion, cemented by personal attachment,
required or suggested. If I had entertained even a
doubt upon that subject I should have considered that
doubt as amounting to a decision, and 1 should have
arrived in England by the ship which will earry this
letter. But my judgment on that point was elear and
immediate. To continue in the exercise of this office,
i i as it is in 8o many essential points from
any other in the Empire, holding my appointment by
your express nominstion and by the authority of the
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Court of Directors, and deriving no new title from your
successors that can either dissolve or weaken former
connexion or create & new one,appears to me entirely
free ﬁummymﬁiuﬁmdmpnnﬁmﬁum friends,
and every profession of party connexion with those who
are not 0.

¢ I had determined, however, that there ghould be
nothing questionable on that point, and accordingly
1 instructed my son to resign for me if there should
be even a difference of opinion or of feeling upon it,
amongst those to whom I am in heart as well as in
opinion indissolubly attached. Your letter confirms
my own judgment on this point, for 1 am persunded
you would not have contributed in any degree to the
chance of subjecting me to a reproach so intolerable as
that of preferring office to honour, if that delicate
point had appeared to you involved in the question.

¢ My opinion, and I presume the universal opinion,
is that fmqnmtsnﬂ]jghluhmgminthaloml Govern-
ment of Indis are extremely hurtful to the interests
of this country. . . . Tf the Ministers have the same
gense of their public duties that I have of mine, the
service will suffer no prejudice from the want of political
connexion or even of personal cordiality between us.

¢1£1 find a want of support and confidence really
detrimental to the interests 1 am charged with, and
if I see reason to wpprehend misconstruction of my
conduet dangerous to my reputution, in either case
the remedy is in my own hands. I shall not suffer in
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the meanwhile prudential considerations to weaken or
eramp my exertions for the public service, but 1 may
hesﬁtﬂnmmcmafultnlnﬁmthe means and
documents of my own justification.’

This letter produced the following very hearty one
from Lord Grenville :—

s Dropmore ¢ Moy 24, 1804,

My dear Lord,—1 cannot express to you the satis-
faction which 1 derived from your letter of October 10,
the only one I have yet received from you since your
arrival in Bengal. 1 had no doubt that your opinions
would entirely coincide with those of your friends
hue,huthumthﬂgunmlqnwﬁnnwﬂchhufurﬂm
second time placed me at a distance from the public
service of my eountry, and as to the particular measures
which we adopted under the singular circumstances
in which we were placed last year. The infatuation
which still prevents the adoption of conciliatory mea-
sures towards the mass of the Irish nation, and keeps
that island exposed to the double peril of eivil war and
foreign invasion, is indeed deeply to be lamented, nor
is there any other quarter in which our prospects,
alarming ns they are on every side, are #0 gloomy us
they are in respect to Ireland, But I should have still
more deplored this calamity if it had indirectly led to
depriving us in India of the sdvantage of your energy
and abilities at a moment when they are likely to be
so much wanted there. All my correspondence will, 1
trust, have shown you that, in taking the resolution of
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remaining there in the discharge of the duties of your
most important station, you have done that which on
every public and private ground is most agreeable to
my wishes. But even if you had been led, from what-
ever motive, to have adopted in the first instance any
different resolution, you wonld, I am confident, have
altered your sentiments in that respect as soon as you
learnt the danger to which it seems likely that our
Indian Empire is soon to be exposed. As I have no
means in my present situation to learn with any detail
the information or opinions of Government on that
subject (and indeed keep myself studiously at a dis-
tance from both), I speak only of what is publicly
known. It is impossible to be without apprebension
on o matter of such vital importance to the country,
but T have great comfort in reflecting on the means of
resistanes which you possess, and on the decision and
ability with which T am certain those mesns will be
employed by you. I wish I could say or think the
same of this country, but I verily believe T do not
spenk from party feelings when I declare that mo
nation was in my judgment ever governed by couneils
more deficient in every prineiple of true wisdom, or by
men more bent on saerificing to personal motives all
those eonsiderations by which the conduct of n Govern-
ment ought to be directed. What the issue of the
strange scenes now passing is ultimately to be no
man can pretend to prophesy, but it is diffieult even
for the most sanguine mind (and mine is not a little so)
to sugur good from them to this country; and if evil
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is to come the best consolation that can attend it will
be the reflection of not having contributed to it,

¢ With my best and most earnest wishes for your
health and prosperity,

¢ Believe me ever, most sincerely and faithfully

FOEy
¢ GRENVILLE.)

In ome of Lady Malmesbury's letters of this
period, addressed to her sister at Minto, she advised
her, *to collect and arrange all her old letters, for
there is nothing so curious, To consider letters as
the true history of the times you should have them
on both sides of the question, for we know how dif-
forent is @ stary told by different people. Letters
are more the account of prejudices and parties than
the fruwth, but it is that very gircumstance that
mukes them so amusing, as they give the history
of the passions instead of passing judgment upon
them.’

The contrast between her version of the eircum-
stances that led to the dismissal of Ministers in 1807,
and that given by Lord Grenville, forms a most apt
illustration of her remark.

While his letters show a natural resentment of the
unworthy methods by which his Administration had
been undermined, she saw nothing but folly and ob-
stinscy in an attempt to uphold principles aguinst

prejudices.
‘Yunrmpimrﬂlbanqultnaurm,' she wrote
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to Lord Minto, ¢ when you learn the great and wonder-
ful events which have been happening ot home. To
account for (what I must eall it) the infatuation of
Lord Grenville, in bringing forward again a measure
of which he could less than any man hope for the
success after the experience he had had on the sub-
jeet, is impossible. Both he and Lord Howick have
admitted that, previous to this buginess, all went on
smoothly between the King and them. But even ad-
mitting (what I do not at all believe) that he wished
them away, how very strange to give him the only
means that could not fail? It is truly what Sheridan
said, ®they built a wall against which they might run
their heads, nnd took ecare to secure it by making it of
the strongest materials.”’

Only « few days before the Ministers went out, she
had met most of their successors at Blackheath, at 2
dinmer given by the Princess of Wales. The devotion
of Lord Eldon and Mr. Perceval to her canse had long
since obtained for them special favour in the eyes of
Lady Malmesbury. On this occasion she described
Lord Fldon as particularly agreeable, and he had
assared her that ¢ he would not take office if he eould.
Le pauvre homme! Within a week it was thrust
upon him, and Lady Malmesbury wrote to her sister
with some little bewilderment :—* The Prince, who wis
supposed to hate Lord Eldon and Mr. Perceval, as
friends of his wife, appears to be very well pleased
with the arrangement. He is all sweetness about it.
This I think proves he is dying, but they do say that
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the Catholics in Ireland have been praying for Mrs.
Fitzherbert. Nobody is pleased except Lady Gren-
ville, who is delighted to escape from London politics
to her garden at Dropmore.”

For & time a more than common bitterness was
infused into the relations of politicians. The Whigs,
whether Grenvillites or Foxites, were bound together by
a principle and a prejudice. They believed in the
justice of the Catholic claims, and they thoroughly
mistrusted Canning; their opponents asserted that the
safety of Protestantism depended on the King and
Lord Eldon, and that the mantle of Pitt had fallen on
the shoulders of Canning.

Even the correspondence interchanged between
Spring Gardens and Minto assumed a sharper tone
than was usual. ©You are outrageous,” wrote Lady
Malmesbury to her sister, in reply to a letter hrim-
ming over with indignation at the trestment received
by the dismissed Ministers, and at the loss of the
canse they had espoused. © You are almost as bad as
Mrs. Neville, who called my friends * your fellows,” to
my fuce !’

Some of Lady Mulmesbury's most intimate friends
had come into power. Mr. Canning had taken
the seals of the Foreign Office ; her son, Lord Fitz-
harris, held the appointment of Under Secretary for
Foreign Affairs; Lord Palmerston, whose footing in
the Malmeshury family was almost that of n son, was
in the Government; and Lady Malmeshury was not
the woman to sbstain from praise of her friends lest
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it should displease her opponents, nor did she conde-
seend to the indifferentism which is eontent to say:
Ta! sera mon hiiros et tel sera e votre ;
Lalgle d"tne moison est un sot dons une antre,

* No Foreign Secretary,’ she wrote to Lord Minto,
“has been equal to Canning—unless perhaps Fox. In
these times when the fate of Europe depends on the
Foreign Office in Downing Street, the labour is beyond
belief; and when you add to this the House of Com-
mons, and being up in that vile place till two or three
o'clock every night, no constitution can stand it. In-
deed Canning is quite knocked up, for to bodily futigne
anxiety of mind must be added, which you by experi-
ence will know how to appreciate; and Canning is
naturally of a most anxions nature and not blessed
with the impassibilité of a Grenville. Although in
the oppasite party, I am sure you have la chose pub-
lique too much at heart not to rejoice that, in the
opinion of the very best judges, his talents and judg-
ment have far surpassed even the expectation of his
friends, and that all that can be done will be done;
but certainly we never stood more alone, 1 think this
an advantage, as we never yet have gained anything
from our Continental allinnces, and have lost a great
deal often and many times. All our resources will
now be applied to our own muse, and as Ramsay said
yesterduy, “We can make war as well—and pence
much better.” I am glad to see they have left off
their childish quurrels in the House of Commons.
All the boys now think they have a right to speak and
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discuss and decide, and the two schoolmasters who
fell upon them with their rods and chastised them
well, being dead and gone, they run riot like any other
schoalboys.’

Some natural rejoicing at Minto over the success
of Lord Milton, the Whig candidate for the West
Riding, brought down upon them the following cold
water douche. *Yon have heard of Milton's suceess
agninst Lascelles. 1 hear there iz to be a petition.
All his adherents have flared about London in their
orange calours. It is curious enough that this is the
true Anti-Catholie colour; the old King-William badge
agninst popery. Many of them, amongst the rest the
Cavendishes, hod the good taste to go to the Duke of
Portland’s ball all over their cockades, and somebody
said they looked as if they had stopped at his stables
and taken his horses' aceoutrements, Theése are true
English manners.

We fear she mmust have thought Scoteh prin-
ciples even more objectionanble than English man-
ners, when in her next letter to Lord Minto, after
congratulating him on the birth of his first grandson,
she asserted that she had only consented to become
his godmother on reeeiving a petition from the infant
himself complaining of the hardship of his case. *His
mother a Presbyteriom, his father he could not tell
what, but he was always talking about Catholics with
a tall thin gentleman supposed to be an Irish Jesuit—
I consented to undertake the charge upon sole condi-
tion he wne christened Martin Luther, which I think
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must securs him from all principles of emancipation.
1 trust I shall have the satisfaction of seeing him burn
all his family in Smithfield some future day.’

The ¢ Irish Jesuit’ was no other than her old friend
Mr. Elliot of Wells—* Dominie’ as she herself had
named him—who after the recess had eseaped from
London to join his relations at Minto in * making love
to the rocks and glens, and preferring the notes of
blackbirds, thrushes, and eushai-doos, to all the Cata-
lanis and Billingtons in Europe ;' and if he were o
little tired of the House of Commons, ¢ was it wonder-
ful for anybody who had outlived a Burke, a Pitt, and
g Fox? . . . besides it has fallen into & sad snarling
sort of style.

| Wood-pigeons.

¢ And the deep mellow crosh of the wood-pigeon’s note
Made muste that sweeten'd the enlm.' —CAMPRELL.
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CHAPTER III,

Wues the new Governor General arrived in India
he was to Indian politicians *a dark horse’ Though
he had taken part in all the great parlinmentary ques-
tions of his time, his reputation as a public man rested
mainly on his conduct of affuirs while employed in the
Mediterranesn and at Vienna.

The few months during which he held the office of
President of the Board of Control had given him =
certain knowledge of current Indian business, but had
hardly sufficed to make him known to Indian officials,
It was generally understood that he had been in the
front rank of those members of the Whig party who
had been first to see that the principles endorsed by
the French Jacobins were equally subversive of civil
liberty and of national independence. There were
diseiples of the Wellesley school who angured well of a
Governor General sent out hy Lord Grenville, and
trained under Pitt ; and there were others who gladly
remembered that he had sat at the fuet of Burke befare
peace and retrenchment had been driven ont of men’s
minds by dread of an impending dissolution of civil
society.

While he was taking time as we have seen to guin

E
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acquaintanee with men and things, he himself was
being subjected to the closest scrutiny, and very oppo-
site interpretations were put on his most insigmificant
words and aetions,

Early in November 1807, Colonel Mileolm ! wrote
to his friend Colonel Close? that he had lately learnt
from n deep observer that Lord Minto's chamcter
nppeared to be of a smooth and cautions rather than of
a bold aud enterprising cast, He therefore wished to
know if there were any solid ground for a hint thrown
out by Colonel Close himself, that the French intrigues
in Persin had made a grest impression on Lord Minto's
mind. Whether in reply Colonel Close divulged his
anthority or not is unknown to us, but among Lord
Minto's MS33. is the draft of a letter addressed to him
(of whom Lord Minto in very early days formed a high
opinion ), dated a month earlier than Malcolm's CLUIry,
aud stromgly urging him to abandon a half-formed
intention of leaving his post at Poonsh to return to
England, on grounds which proved the Governor
ieneral to be thoroughly alive to the dangers threaten-
ing India.

1 Colonel Maleolm, nfterwards Genernd Bir John Maleolm.  Wall
known s o soldler, diplomatist, onid suthor of severnl valuable
historical works on Indin aod Persia.

 (ulonel, afterwards 8ir Barry Close, distinguished for eminent
servies in Indin as o soldier and diplomatist.
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To Colonel Barry Close.
* Dotober 11, 1807,

“The views which T entertain, not indeed of the
actual state of India at the present time, but of pros-
pects which events now in progress in Europe may
possibly unfold, are such as to furnish a strong eall
on qualifications so tried and approved in the publie
SEIVICE 08 YOUFS.

¢I do not allude at present to any expectation of an
actual invasion of the British territories in Indin by a
French army; but many circumstances denote very
conclusively the extension of the enemy's views to this
country.

¢ There is already a very active French diplomaey in
Persin, which, after establishing an actual connexion
with that kingdom on the subversion of our influence
there, is seeking we know with great diligence the
means of extending its intrigues to the Durbars of
Hindostan.

‘. . . Une of the least doubtful consequences of any
considerable success in the quarter to which the exer-
tions of France are now directed, must be to unsettle
the minds of the native princes of Indin—the counter-
action of which must depend on the personal judg-
ment and experience and the established weight and
influence of those entrusted with British interests at
the principal native courts.

¢, . . I am happy to think there may as yet be a
good deal of speculation in these anticipations of dis-

nl
12873
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tant danger; but when so great an interest is depend-
ing, prudence will look beyond the scene immedintely
under our eye, and provide in the midst of apparent
gecurity against remote but possible danger.’

On the very day on which Maleolm had written to
(Close to discover the Governor General's political
sentiments, the latter wrote to the President of the
Board of Control a general sketch of ¢ foreign affairs,’
including au account of the nid he had furnished to
the Admiral, 8ir Edward Pellew, towards an expedition
intended for the capture of the Dutch squadron off
Java, and the demolition of the fortifications of Crissy.

Whenever Bonaparte annexed some European State
to his Empire of the West, Great Britain instantly
took charge of that State’s eolonial possessions in the
East. In 1807 Portugal and Holland had been eon-
quered by France, Plans for the reduction of Macao,
{(ioa, and Batavia were at once submitted to the
Governor General. But for the execution of such
considerable enterprises the hour had not yet struck.

Some of the considerations which decided the
Indinn Government to abstain from these are stated
by Lord Minto in a private letter to Sir Edward
Pellew :!

*The smallest relaxation in the economical system
which is known to be indispensable both for the per-
manent restoration of our finances, and (which is more
immediately in point at this moment) for avoiding

| Caleotta, November 1, 1807.
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present distress or emharrassment at our treasury,—the
smallest departure, I say, from that severe principle
creates immediate speculation in the money market
against us, and drives us back from eight to ten per
cent. interest. This is one principal consideration, but
far from the only one, which restrains us from engaging
in plans which are attended with expense and with a
great display of it, and which, althongh useful and de-
sirable in themselves, are however not absolutely and
obviously mecessary. . . . . 1 eertainly knew from
verbal communications with the ministers whom I leff
in office that they thought very favourably of some
designs which were under consideration for extirpating
our European enemies from their military and com-
mercial posts to the eastward of India, but we have
under our eye the positive prohibition of the present
ministers conveyed in their former administration
against such plans. A positive prohibition of any
expedition to Java and other places eastward of India
was transmitted to the Indisn Government when Lord
Castlereagh, at present War Minister, was Becretary of
State for the Colominl and War Department, and also
President of the Board of Control.

Notwithstanding these donbtful impressions of the
ministerial views, the sketch of foreign affairs above
mentioned contains a tolerably full outline of the
poliey which Lord Minto designed to adopt whenever
the condition of the Company’s finances admitted of
such action.

¢1 confess that if ecomomical considerations and
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want of military force had not appeared to me con-
clusive agninst the measure’ (a proposed enter-
prise against Batavia), * I might not, on an occasion in
my judgment o important, have permitted our formal
incompetence to stand in the way of a great national
service, but should have been disposed on forming the
first provisional arrangements to exercise the best dis-
cretion I could on the several points I have alluded to,
subject to the future consideration of government, and
to embrace the responsibility which must often attach
te the most useful public exertions,

¢ The main advantage that would result from such
an enterprise would be the eradication of a hostile
power and influence from every part of the East, and
the necessity which that event would impose on our
enemies and rivals, of conducting every enterprise
against us immediately from Europe, without sny es-
tablished post of their own in this hemisphere for the
various indispensable purposes of shelter, supplies,
military dépbts, naval arsenal, or even political intrigue
and combination.’!

Referring to rumours current in India of a project
for the establishment of a French maritime post at
the entrance of the Persian Gulf, he wrote:

+If & force adapted to the purpose (of invading
Indin) could be collected there, gradually and in detail,
either by sea or land, and the obstacles are not insur-
mountable either way, the trade of the Arabs and of
the Persian Gulf in general is so considerable that

¥ To the President of the Board of Control,
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tonnage would be found without difficulty to transport
any number of troops, and the passage is short and
ensy to territories ocenpied by our professed enemies
in Indin.

« We must not forget the nature of our tenure in
this Empire, and that it would not require a great
European army to disturb our security in India—
20,000 French troops commanded by French officers,
supplied with all the means which attend snch armies,
would not, I am firmly convineed, subdue us—but
would create n struggle which must be attended with
great  present calumity, however successfully and
honourably it might be overcome. For these reasons
T should be sorry to see half the number of troops landed
in India,

¢ An absolute ascendancy at the Porte ora pusitive
conguest of Turkey, » confederncy with Russin in
Oriental schemes, would tend to the furtheranee; 1 do
not say to the accomplishment, of Bonaparte's scheme
against Indin.

«The mission of an able minister to the Court of
Persia is one of the first measures that presents itself,
On that point I would take the liberty of saying a few
words.

« Whoever resides in Persia on the part of England
should represent His Majesty and receive his instruc-
tions from his ministers. The interests of Persin are
now 80 much connected with the. politics of Europe,
that no negotiation with that Court of a general nature
could be curried on from hence. Yet India and the
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interests of England in Asia are so deeply concerned in
the conduct of Persin, and =0 uaturally implicated in
its affuirs, thot I trost T shall be excused for suggest-
ing two useful points in such a mission. First, that
the English minister should have a close, confidential,
ani constant eorrespondence with the supreme Govern-
ment in India, and should reesive from that Government
instructions in all matters of loeal coneern which should
not commit his Government at home on points of
European policy.

¢ Next, that the person for that office should be
selected here, or at least from the servants of the
public in this sountry. None ean, from their habits
and from the peculiar case of their knowledge and expe-
rience, be so well qualified for the station. T confess I
have one individual in my mind. 1 have never seen
this gentleman in my life, but haznrd the saggestion on
n certain knowledge of Colonel Maleolm's superior
qualifieations.’

Of the finnneial prospect Lord Minto's anguries
were more favournble than the Conrt of Directors had
ventured to anticipate when he left England; ¢but,’
he said, *in the event of war, estimates become wholly
fullacious ; and the only certain finoncial conclusion
must be that, pending an invasion, ne surplus, but on
the contrary n great inerease of debt, must be expected
anid provided for.

¢1If these regions ever come to be the scene of our
contests with our European enemies, India will indeed
be the apple in immediate view of the combatants,
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but Europe herself will be the real prize that is fought
for. The struggle will be between two mighty Em-
pires, snd must assume & character and require oo
effort far beyond the dcope of any contest which the
E. L. Company can maintain, with resources ealenlnted
for a very different state of the world. For that oceasion
therefore, if it should ever urise, we shall receive our
orders, and be supplied with proportionate means from
England.

* istently, however, with this view of things, T
think it right to apprise you that, if an attempt were
sctually made by France to occupy a post on the Coast
of the Persian Gulf, or on any other point so situated
s to facilitate any hostile enterprise against our
Indian Empire, I should feel the occasion to be so im-
portant and so urgent as to require an immediate and
powerful effort to dislodge the enemy, and to defeat
his purpose, hefore so serious an evil had time to take
root. T shall keep the possibility of such an event in
mind, and shall endeavour both in my own nrrange-
ments and in my suggestions to the Admiral not to be
found unprepared for it.’

In the meantime Lord Minto was nble to open his
official correspondence with the satisfuctory assurance
that he saw mo reason to fear interruption to the
system of public economy on which so much depended.
No symptoms gave warning of any impending necessity
for military intervention in the affnirs of the native
states. With all the more powerful princes of India
the E. I. Company was in alliance; the others were
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not in a condition to cause uneasiness. The sole excep-
tion to the general tranquillity was a provinee within
British territory which had been permitted to lspse
into a eondition of anarchy for want ‘of good rule,’
to barrow an expression once familinr on the Seotch
Borders.

The provinee of Bundeleund ! had been added to
the dominions of the Company a few years before,
Stretching from the Jumma to the great mountain
chain that crosses India from the Ganges to the Gulf
of Cambay, it includes both hill and plain—therefore
also the human varieties which in wnsettled times are
as true to those respective localities as vultures and
field-mice. On the erests of hills so high and steep
that each hill is a natural fortress, stood, in the early
part of this century, 150 forts more or less strong,
held by as many chiefs, who rallied to their standards
all the discontented spirits of the district, and the
waifs and etrays left behind by the ebbing tide of war.
Safe in the inaceessibility of their fastnesses they spent
their time much after the fashion of the Christian
Knights of Europe, of whose exploits many a ¢ castled
erag’ remaing to tell. They lived by plunder and rapine
on their weaker neighbours—till at last a great ory
went up from throughout the land which found a merei-
ful hearing in the Council-room of Caleutta.

Lord Lake had assured the Government of Sir
George Barlow that peace would never be restored to

\ Bundeleund had been ceded in exchange for some districts in
the South Makratis country by the treaty of Basssin.
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the district till the most important of these strongholds
had surrendered, and Sir George had made answer
that a certain extent of dominion, local power, and
revenue would be cheaply sacrificed for tranquillity and
gecurity within a more contracted cirele.”

Unhappily something more than this was likely to
be sacrificed—viz. the charaeter of the British Govern-
ment for justice, and the very existence of the popula-
tion it was bound to protect. When Lord Minto arrived
in India Bundelound was rapidly becoming a desert.
One of his first measures, taken within o few weeks of
his arrival ab Caleutta, was the despateh of & military
foree into the disturbed districts. 1t was at the same
time officially announced that ¢ the Grovernment. con-
sidersd it essential, not enly to the preservation of
politieal influence over the chiefs of Bundeleund, but to
the dignity and reputation of the British Government,
to interfere for the suppression of internal disorder.’
Writing to the Chairman ' of the E. 1. Company he said ;
¢These petty troubles have mo very digtinet object,
certainly none in which the Company have any other
interest than that which they must always feel in a
punctunl and easy collection of their revenues, and in
the discharge of a duty which a Sovereign owes to its
subjects, 1 mean that of preserving the public peace
and protecting the weaker and more pacific part of the
community against the oppression and violence of the
stronger.

+The administration of Sir George Barlow hus

! B. Parry, Esg.



i) LORD MINTO IN INDIA. (1807

hitherto employed on such occasions the usual and
ordinary powers of legal government, aided by every
effort of coneilistion and persussion to repress the in-
subordinate spirit of which I am speaking, and success
has in general attended that just and prudent system.
But in one or two instances these means have been
exhausted without accomplishing the object, and an
immedinte necessity has arisen of resorting to military
foree, for the double purpose of suppressing a rebellions
resistance to law, and of displaying both the power
and the determination of Government to vindicate its
just anthority in the eyes of & people who would wait
only for the assurance of an opposite character in
Government, and of eonsequent impunity, to fall into
goneral disobedience and anarchy. The tone wans
new to ears accustomed to that of late assumed by the
supreme Government, and produced an immediate and
decisive effect. Many & petty Rajah rapidly discovered
his interest to lie on the side of order, and long before
the British force succeeded in quelling the fiercer
spirits of the hills, enltivation and peace had returned
to the plains.

The reduction of the most important of the moun-
tain strongholds was not effected till after several
campnigns, nor without considernble losses—* losses
particularly in officers,’ wrote Lord Minto, * for which
one feels inconsolable for such an ohject. That objeet,
however, it had become indispensable to accomplish,
and ita necessity is strongly confirmed by the difficulty
which has attended it.’
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While the rumours of intended attacks upon our
Eastern possessions acquired with every day greater
consistencyand probability, the attention of the Govern-
ment was earnestly directed to the maintenance of such
relations with their Indian subjects us would tend to
obtain their loyal support.

Of the races subject to British rule, the mast
adverse to our power was necessarily the Mahommedan.
To the Hindoos, though foreigners and conquerors, we
were nevertheless the justest and gentlest who had
ever held sway over them. To the Mahrattas we were
a formidable danger indeed, but one the magnitude
of which they did not as yet thoroughly appreciate.
Among the Mussulmans alone, especially of the higher
class, there existed an immense and weighty body of
irreconcilable discontent, the natural result of the
gstablishment of the Company's Government over o
great portion of the Peninsula, to the extinction of
the Mussulman power and the ruin of the individual
influence, consideration, and fortunes of the race in
which the principsl native energies reside. “In their
minds had been planted all the hostile dispositions tht
are bred of despair” Instruments therefore could not
be wanting to foment real discontent, or to create
artificial grievances. Some of this disaffection, it was
hoped, would subside by the mere lapse of time, by the
gradual extinction of old influences and the growth of
new interests in the soil and prosperity of the country,
originating in and dependent upon the British Govern-
ment. Such had been the case in Bengal, where the same
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course wus run from the demolition of the Mussulman
power to the steady establishment of our exclusive
autharity, and the perfect identification of the mass
of the people, their intercsis and feelings, with our
government. *If we avoid,’ wrote Lord Minto to the
Chairman of the East India Company,! ¢as we shall
with serupulous attention, every measure that might
furnish our enemies with even a pretence to work upon,
—if we maintain discipline with a firm hand, and keep
a watehful and observant eye on every attempt to prac-
tise on the prejudices of the native soldier—the danger
will be confined to those general circumstances inherent
in our situntion, for which, as there is no remedy, it is
neither profitable nor manly to make them the topics
of fruitless dread and lamentation. . . . The only
enceessful engine of sedition in any part of India must
be that of persuading the people that our Government
entertains hostile and systematic designs against their
religion. This persuasion, if it could be established in
Bengal, wonld be as fotal there as on the coast; but
the difference is that nobody in Bengul is interested in
propagating that falsehood, and to incur danger hero
we must ourselves furnish probable eause for sincers
alarm.! The belief that ‘this engine’ could be sue-
cessfully worked had been confirmed by recent events;
for though the Vellore massacres were no doubt in
part attributable to the general state of disaffection
and humiliation of the Mahommedan population of the
umhj,ixmclanﬂypmndthﬂt.hn sentiment on
* Lord Minto to . Parry, Esq., September 1807,
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which the agents traded was a universal though
unfounded dread that the British Government was
about, to exact s foreible conversion of the Sepoys to
Christinnity. What to the natives could seem less
incredible, or indeed more notural? Had net
Hindoos seen their holy places defiled by Mahomme-
dans? Why should Christians spare either the one
or the other ?

To calin such apprehensions, the Court of Directors
had declared in a despateh,' dated May 1807, their
firm resolve to uphold throughout their dominions
the most perfect toleration of all ereeds and rites ; and
at the same time they clearly stated the position of
CGiovernment in respect to the missionaries,

“In the whole course of our administration of the
Indinn territories it has been our known and deelnred
principle to maintain a perfect toleration of the various
religious systems which prevailed in them ; to protect the
followers of each in the undisturbed enjoyment of their
respective opinions and usages ; neither to interfere with
them ourselves, nor to suffer them to be molested by
others. When we afforded our countenance and sane-
tion to missionaries who have from time to time pro-
ceeded to India for the purpose of propaguting the
Christian religion, it was far from being in our contem-
plation to add the influence of our authority to any
attempts they might make; for on the contrary we
were perfectly aware that the progress of such conver-

¥ Instructions sddressed to the Governor of Fort St George,
May 29, 1807,
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sion will be slow and gradual, arising more from a con-
vigtion of the prineiples of our religion itself, and from
the pious examples of its teachers, than from amny
undue influence or from the exertions of authority,
which are never to be resorted to in such cases.’

In necordance with these instructions it became
the duty of the Indian Government, not long after the
Governor General's arrival in Caleutta, to take eertain
measures which had the result of embroiling him with
the missionaries of Serampore; and with a party in
Calentta aud in London of growing importance.

It is well known that Christian missionaries had
long been familiar to the populations of Sonthern India.
Roman Catholic missions had been established since the
beginning of the seventeenth century in the Portuguese
and French settlements on the west const of the Pen-
insula. In comparatively recent times some Protestant
missionaries, Danes and Germans, had established them-
selves at Madrs, whence a few individuals made their
way to Bengal. But it was not till the last decade of
the eighteenth century that an Englishman was found
to carry the Gospel to the natives of India. William
Carey was the first English missionary to Bengal; and
his life is a happy illustration of what may be done
to overcome the most apparently insurmountable ob-
stacles by a noble enthusissm and an ardent character.
Carey was the son of a shoemuker in Northampton-
shire; a Baptist by creed. Alone and destitute of
resources he arrived in Bengal, where without the
licence of the Company no one was permitted to reside,
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but where, nevertheless, he remained on sufferance
until, being joined by others who desived to assist in
the good work, he and they removed together to the
Danish settlement of Serampore. There they preached
in the native langunges, formed schools for the young,
set up a printing-press, and a poper munufetory (this
was the industry by which they lived), and devoted
all their remaining time and energies to the translation
of the Holy Seriptures and the dissemination of traots
in the various native dialeets. Soon after Lord Minto's
arrival, some of these publications attracted the atten-
tion of Government, and it being nndeniable that they
were calculsted to offend the feelings of the native
population, containing as they did offensive attacks on
the Hindoo mythalogy and the Mussulman Prophet, the
Secretary to Government received instruetions to com-
municate to the Rev. Dir. Carey, the leading member of
the mission at Serampore, a resolution arrived at by
the Governor General in Couneil, to place their press
under regulations, and to suspend the practice of public
preaching by natives in the native dialects at the seat
of government.

In am official letter addressed by Mr. Edmonstone fo
Dir, Carey it is stated, that ¢ the issue of publications and
the public delivery of discourses of the nature nbove
alluded to, are evidently caleulated to produce conse-
quences in the highest degree detrimental to the tran-
quillity of the British dominions in India, and it becomes
the indispensable duty of the British Government to

arrest the progress of any proceedings of that nature.
¥
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In the present instance this objection is enforced by
the necessity of maintaining the public faith, which
under the express injunctions of the Legislature has
been repeatedly pledged to leave the native subjects of
the Company in India to the full, free, and undisturbed
exercise of their respective religions.” The letter
concluded by expressing the Governor Genernl’s ex-
pectation ©that the press would be removed to the
Presidency, where alone the same control that is
established over presses sanctioned by the Government
can be duly exercised.’!

Though the action of the Government was in strict
aocordance with the instructions issued by the Court of
Threctors, it raised a storm of angry feeling which
temporarily obseured all sense of justice, and led to a
remarkahle oblivion of the Apostolical injunction, * Be
pitiful, be eourteons.”

«This is the first instance,’ says the author of a
well-known biographical work,? ¢in which the Govern-
ment of India brought forward the plea of being bowmd
by a pledge to grant the natives the undisturbed exer-
cise of their * respective religions.” No such pledge
wis ever exacted by the matives or granted by the
(tovernment. British rule was established in India by
the sword and the sword alone, and at no period were
the conquerors in a position which obliged them to
give pledges to the conguered.’

Dean Milman, in the opening chapter of his ¢ History

! Latter to Haov. D, Carey, Feptember 8, 1807,
t Lives and Times of Carvy, Marshman, and Ward,
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of Christinnily,’ remarks that the Romans conquered
like svages, but ruled like philosophic statesmen,
“The kingdoms which were won by the most unjustifinhle
aggression wore for the most part governed with a
judicious union of firmness and eonciliation, in which
the conscious strength of irresistible power was tempered
with the wisest respect for national usages.’

Some such rule as that under which Christianity
found its appointed time appeared to Lord Minto not
unworthy of a British Government though deriving its
title from the sword.

‘When a publie man is better liked than his mea-
glres, it is not unecommon to hear them ascribed to had
ndvisers. So it was in this case. But Lord Minto was
not willing to accept a defence based on his ignorance
of matters which he was bound to know : still less on
his docility in accepting views inculeated by others,
He had, he said, after deliberate investigation and re-
flection, thought it his duty to prohibit, for a time,
public preaching by natives for the purpose of eonver-
gion, and also to prevent the dissemination of publica-
tions in the native languages, containing scurrilous
abuse of persons and things holy in the estimation of
our Indian subjects, whether Hindoo or Mabommedin,
He had not, he confessed, been aware of the ruin which
o removal of the mission press from Serampore would
inflict on the missionaries, “ owing to the peculiar cirenm-
stances of their property ' there. No sooner was this in-
evitable consequence of the intended measure seen than
the order for it was rescinded. It was due to Dr, Leyvden,

r3
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the eminent Orientalist, that at this juncture the
Governor General and the leading members of the
mission were brought face to fuce, and that the lutter
were ennbled to state their case personally to the
Governor General. Dr. Leyden stood high in the esti-
mation of Lord Minto, by whom his learning and his
energy of character wore fully appreciated. Mareaver
there was a link between them of which both acknow-
ledged the strength. Both came from * Teviot-water,’
a fact held sncred even on the bunks of the Ganges.
Dr. Leyden, as the personal friend of Mr. Murshman
and Dr. Carey, advised them to lose no time in erossing
the river to the pleasant park of Barraclkpore ; there ty
seek an interview with the ¢ great chief,’ for the osten-
sible purpose of offering him their translation of the
Romaymn. With knowledge of men, not alwoys pos-
sessed by students of books, Dr, Leyden had seen that
sympathetic relutions in one eclass of suhjects wounld
indubitably lead to smoother omes in others. So i
proved. The conversation passed easily from literary
topies to those specially interesting to the missionaries,
and when the interview was over, both parties retained
impressions of mutual good-will. His visitors recog-
nised in Lord Minto the candour and simplicity thut
were natural to him; he found in them g sincerely
pious zeal, tempered with discretion, which won his
respeet, The Governor General declared that nothing
wus further from his intentions, or more foreign to the
views of Government, than to affect in the smallest
degroe either the interests of the missionary body, or
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the personal comfort and convenience of those worthy
men, and he remained satisfied with their assuranee
that the works hereafter to be printed st Sernmpore
ghould be previously submitted to the revision and
ganction of Government. The press therefore remained
at Sernmpore. It may be that he felt a little dis-
appointment when, a few days after these events, an
address wns presented by the missionaries to the
Government of Sernmpore, in which the concessions
made to them were ascribed to the particular interposi-
tion of Divine Providence and the instrumentality of
the Danish Governor. I confess,” Lord Minto good-
humouredly remarked, ¢that I thought it was to the
Gtovernor General in Council that gratitude was due,
but I suppose I was wrong.'

Nevertheless his kindly sentiments towards the in-
dividuals belonging to the mission and his respect for
their aims never altered. They are often mentioned
in his correspondence as his * very good friends” and
though a sense of public duty had imposed upon him
the obligation of checking their over-zealous haste,
his personal feelings ensured to their literary efforts
his constant and warmest encourngement.

The whole question as between Caleutta and Sernm-
pore was disposed of in less than a month from the date
of Mr. Edmonstone’s despateh. In reply to the me-
morial of the missionaries—drawn up after the nter-
view at Barrackpore—he was directed to state that * the
Governor General in Counecil was fully convinced of the
réctitude of the intentions of the Society of Missionaries,
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and that the precautions which Government deemed it
hecessary to adopt against the unlimited employment.
of the press, proceed exclusively from the duty imposed
on Government of reserving to itsslf the authority of
determining what publications Ay, or may not, expos:
the public tranquillity to hazard, or involve a vinlation
of public faith, instead of leaving the decision of such
important questions to the Jjudgment of others.”

But in the meanwhile ¢ the Battle of the Missions *
was mging fiercely in London, where it occasioned the
publication of mare than twenty-five pamphlets; the
charge, repeated aguin and again in them, against the
Government of India being that of a proved desire
to root up the Serampore mission and extirpate Chris-
tianity from India,

The Indian Government had distinctly stated that
it had no desire to impede the eirculation of the Serip-
tures in the native dialects, <if uniaccompanied by any
comments on the religions of the country.” This was
construed into a prohihition to carry the Gospel among
the natives of India; though the missionaries were
all the time very properly using the privilege accorded
to them to print and circulate the Seriptures freely.

Lord Minto himself took great personal interest in
the translations of the Seriptures proceeding from the
Serampore press. Ina public and published discourse,
on the occasion of his annugal visit to the College of
Fort William, after warmly praising the efforts of the
mission to eultivate the Chinese language, he said: * |
must not omit to recommend the learned and pious
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persons who have accomplished, for the future benefit,
we may hope, of that immense and populous region,
Chinese versions in the Chinese character of the Gos-
pels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, throwing open that
precious mine with all its moral and religions trea-
sures to the largest associated population in the world.'

Not long afterwards a specimen of printing in the
Chinese characters by the natives employed on the
Sernmpore press won Lord Minto's hearty admiration.
He would gladly have headed the list of subseribers to
the first work in the Chinese langunge to be pub-
lished at Berampore—a translation of the Gospel of St.
Matthew ; but on finding that he conld not ¢ step out
of himself and separate his private from his public
character, and that objections were made to his
appearing in the undertaking in his public eapacity,
he subscribed largely to a copy of Confucius about
to emanate from that press, desiring that the profits
derived from the sale of that book should be ap-
plied to the publication of the Scriptures. The idea
was at once taken up, and the friendly spirit displayed
by Lord Minto was cordially acknowledged. In a few
days subscriptions to the amount of 2,000l were ob-
tained, intended to be applied collectively to the pub-
lication of the Secriptures; besides, we are told, direct
contributions to the extent of 300l. Every gentleman
in Calcutta was ready to add his pame to the list,
Lord Minto’s example having * served to stimulate the
liberality of the community.'!

\ Lives and Times of Garry, Marthman, and Ward.
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At a later period of his administration, the Govern-
ment subseribed a sum of 10,000 rupees towards de-
fraying the expense of translating the Seriptures into
the Malay language.

So much for the prohibition of the sacred Scriptures
in British India,

The good understanding arrived at with Dr. Carey
and .I'[r.Mmhmunmnntmﬁcianttun]hytha irri-
tation caused hy the censorship instituted by the Go-
vernment over the publications of the Serampore press.
There were men in Caleutta whose views were of a
more worldly nature, and who were by no means un-
willing to cause trouble to the Government by assuming
some of its functions to themselves. The Rev. Clandius
Buchanan, one of the chaplains of the Presidency, was
prominent among these. Though making use of the
Sernmpore press, and in friendly relations with the
missionaries, nothing could be less like the simplieity
of their tenets than those held by him. In & memoir,
‘on the expediency of introducing an  ecelesinstical
establishment into India for the benefit of our own
countrymen, and as a foundation for the ultimate
civilisation of the natives,’ of which Mr. Buchanan was
the author, he wrote: ¢ An archbishop is wanted for
Indin—a sacred and exalted character, surrounded hy
his bishops, of ample revenue and extensive BWOY. o . o
We want something royal ina spiritual and temporal
#enise for the abject subjects of this grent Eastern em-
pire to look up to.' Again: ‘When onee our national
Church shall have been confirmed in Indin, the members
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of that Church will be the best qualified to advise the
State nes to the means by which from time to time
the civilisation of the natives is to be effected.” The
belief that the institution of a hierarchy would be
efficavious in producing the conversion of the Hindoos
was g0 firmly held by Mr. Buchanan that, as it was re-
Inted at the time, while rejecting a suggestion that he
might himself be the first archbishop of the East, he ex-
claimed, ¢ Place the mitre on any head. Never fear, it
will do good among the Hindoos!® To Lord Minto, as
a Scotehman, it may have been hard to perceive that the
placing of & mitre on one head would inevitably infuse
Christinnity into another ; but he fully recognised the
meaning of the elaim set up by Mr. Buchanan on behalf
of his fellow-Churchmen to advise the State on the
means to be adopted for the civilisation of the natives,
and he did not therefore share the surprise of the
simple-minded men of Berampore when they discovered,
at a subsequent period, that Mr. Buchanan had never
been entirely reconciled to the influence obtained by
the press for Dissenters.

A memorial, drawn up by Mr. Buchanan for presen-
tation to the Governor General in Council in reference
to the mensures lately adopted by Government with
reference to the Serampore mission, was forwarded to
the Court of Directors, with the comments and expla-
nations of the Governor General and his colleagues,
These appear to have satisfactorily disposed of the
questions at issue. But it is remarkable that while the
statements in this memorial were categorically refuted
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at the time, they have reappeared again and again with
all the virulence peenliar to ecolesinstical censures, As
lute as June 1845, the *Caleutta Review ' gontained
an article entitled ¢ The early or exclusively Oriental
period of Government Education in Bengal,' repeating
the three leading charges in the paper of 1807 ;—
that the Government had virtually suppressed the
circulation of the Seriptures and the preaching of
the Gospel ;—that it only consented with extreme
reluctance to abandon an intended removal of the
missionary press from Serampore upon the remon-
strances of the Danish Governor, who felt the honour
and sovereignty of his nation to be involved in the
issue j—that the consequence of the imprimatur
imposed by Government was the submission of religious
works to their native officers.

The charge of having suppressed the preaching of
the Gospel Lord Minto disposed of as a misrepresen-
tation of facts. ¢I suspended the public preaching
of natives to natives in the native languages at the
seat of government, beeause, with the zeal of proselytes,
they preached the same inflammatory matter and the
same exhortations to civil dissensions as had been
printed. The press is not suspended, but is kept
under regulation. Preaching is suspended, but is not
intended to be finally prohibited.’

The second charge, according to Lord Minto, * did
not contain a particle of truth.’ Though the press was
sét up in Danish territory, the only market for its
publications was British India; though the leading
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missionaries resided at Serampore, they were British
suhjects ; Dr. Carey holding moreover an official appoint-
ment under Government, that of Professor of Sanserit
und Bengalee in the College of Fort William., Under
such conditions it never occurred to anyone concerned
that the honour of the Danish Government could be
affected by the transnctions that have been related, nor
that the amicable relations between the Governor of
Serampore and the Government of Caleutta were en-
dangered becanse the former had made friendly repre-
sentations to the latter concerning the peaceable
demeanour and general good conduct of his neigh-
bours, the British missionaries residing at Sernmpore.
To the third subject of complaint, that the impri-
matur established by Government over the publica-
tions of the press necessitated the submission of works
on the subject of our holy religion to the native agents
of the Government, Lord Minto replied, that the
intervention of a native was not necessary to enable
members of Government to form their own opinions
of writings produced in Persisn and Bengalee; and
that the regulation complained of already existed
towards all the presses of Caleutta. If, therefore, the
right of the Government to exercise an imprimatur
over the press of Sernmpore were denied on the ground
taken up by Mr. Buchanan that the civil power was
incompetent to form a sound judgment of religious
works, Lord Minto observed that the nest step must
be an ecclesiastical censorship of the press and a
return to the dark ages. He disclaimed all desire
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to judge of the orthodoxy or the error involved in any
theological propositions, but he asserted that it was in
the eapacity, and that it was the duty, of Government
to decide whether or no the publication of certain
propositions under the existing conditions could be con-
tinued with safety to the State, In illustration of
his opinion that they could not be so, he quoted in a
Government letter to the Secret Committee the follow-
ing passage from a religions pamphlet published by
Mr. Buchaman :—

‘The Mahommedans profess a religion which has
ever been characterised by political bigotry and intem-
perate zeal. In this country that religion still retains
the chareter of its bloody origin, particularly AIMOnT
the higher classes. Whenever the Mahommedan fiels
his religion touched, he grasps his dagger. This spirit
was seen in full operation under Tippoo's government,
and it is not soon extinguished,’

It might well be asked whether such a passage
as this should not reasonably induce the licenser
to withdraw his imprimatur from a book, which,
although containing no proposition that is not *ortho-
dox and true, and entitled on that account to a severely
ecclesinstical imprimatur,’ might nevertheless sharpen
every Mahommedan dagger and plunge them into every
Christian bosom in the country 71

! A sumewhat amusing instance of the earelsseness a8 to asen-
mmay which distinguished the opposition to Lord Minto's messnres is
10 be found in the aceusation that he had manifested an Intention to
uppress the Christlan prophectes. The fact was that an advertise-

ment, sent by Mr. Bochanan to the Government Gasstte, of the in-
unﬂndmnfnnrluucrmmmmuﬂhﬂ:ﬂmmphmﬁﬂ.



Er. 6] CORRESPONDENCE FROM LONLON. 7

Lord Minto's correspondence from London left him
no doubt as to the fierceness of the controversy that
had arisen out of his policy towards the missionnries ; it
had extended to the Court of Directors ; but he was con-
fdentially informed that he had not only the entire
approval, but the warm admiration, of four-fifths of thy
Court for the courage with which he had adopted a
policy at once firm and moderate, though eertain to
provoke rancorous hostility to his government., It has
been said that to some such hostility may be attri-
butad the fauct of Lord Minto's - administration having
failed to obtain the measure of public approbation
which wns its just due. But at the time not a few
of those statesmen whose opinions he most highly
valued considered that he was entitled to the warmest
thanks of the public. Perhaps it was only to states-
men that the full extent of the danger to our empire
in Indin was apparent, not alome from the immediate

dalivered by himself in the Presidency churches, was suspended, ac-
eording to the wsunl practics of that paper, until the M8, had bean
submitted to the superintendent of the Company’s presa.

The ME. never wis 80 submittad, beeause Mr. Buchanan thought
it his daty to protest against the civil revision of any theologiceal
work. He, however, reprosanted his sermons (o have been suppressed,
and then, ‘ by o graecelul negligence of style,’ said Lord Minto, * be
mmde it appear that the prophecies themselves had been soppressed,
and the Government was throstened with their acenmplishment as a
mutter of great alarm and afffiction to thomselves.” What the con-
tents of the sermons might be, Lord Minto would not underiake to
sny, as he hnd had no opportunity of perosing them. The Christian
prophecies wonld eertainly not have been objectod 1o, and the so-
ealled suppression of the sermons was doe entirely to Mr. Buchanan’s
seruples of conscience which did not permit him to submit them to
Government,
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risk of collision with native sentiment, but from the
pretensions of a section of the Anglo-Indian community
to a dictatorial supremacy over the policy of the State,
A private letter, addressed by Lord Minto to the Chair-
man of the East India Company, who was also a mem-
ber of the Society for Missions to Africa and the East,
and who was therefors naturally to be supposed well
affected to their eause, shows that the Governor
General was prepared uncompromisingly to assert the
views on which his Government had ncted,

£ Let me recommend to your serions consideration
the principal publications which have issued from the
Serampore press, in the native languages, the sole effect
of which was not to convert, but to alienate, the pro-
fessors of both religions prevalent amongst the natives
of this country. Pray read especially the miserable
stuff addressed to the Gentoos, in which, without one
word to convince or to satisfy the mind of the heathen
reader, without proof or argument of any kind, the
pages are filled with hell fire, and hell fire, and still
hotter fire, denounced aguinst a whele race of men for
believing in the religion which they were taught by
their fathers and mothers, and the truth of which it is
gimply impossible it ghould ever have entered into
their minds to doubt. Is this the doctrine of our
fuith? In eaying that it is not mine I am well
assured that I express your sentiments as well a= my
own. If there are two opinions among Christians on
this point, I can only say that I am of the sect which
believes that a just God will condemn no being with-
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out individual guilt, But is this a judicious course to
pursue for the purpose of conversion ? The remainder
of this tract seems to aim principally at a general
massacre of the Brahmins of this eountry. A total
abolition of caste is openly presched. A proposal to
efface a mark of caste from the forehends of soldiers
on parade has had its share in a massacre of Chris
tians, 1Is it possible that your Government should be
required to countenance public exhortations addressed
to a Gentoo nation to efface at once, not a little spot
of yellow paste from the forshead, but the whole insti-
tution of caste itself, that is to say, their whole scheme
of civil polity as well as their fondest and most rooted
religious tenets ?  This is to be accomplished by coarse
and senrrilous invective against the most revered order
of Hindoo society and addressed to that order itself.
1 leave you to form your own judgment on thesse
performaneces, which will be that of a Christian gentle-
man. . « « I am no enemy to the progress of Christi-
anity in India. It is the way, I observe, of some who
are personally engaged in the work of conversion to
confound any little eheck in correction of their own
errors with opposition or hostility to their purpose,
and to call out Atheism, Deism, and above all persecu-
tion, whenever a slip in their own conduct has required
to be rectified. . . . I do not think we should be justi-
fied in refusing the dispensation of the Christinn reve-
lation to this great country for our interest or security,
but I am not equally ready to sacrifice the great inte-
rests which are confided to me to a blind principle of
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complaisance towards every indiseretion which zeal
or negligence may comumit.

£In my opinion the missionaries would advance
better by mixing with the people, by habituating them
individually to the more amiable points of their doe-
trine, and attracting to the latter by its beneficent in-
fluenees, rather than by the mysteries and dogmas of
their faith. I have some reason to think that the
press and the pulpit have not worked well. In many
instances I know that those who have not been made
angry have been made merry by these engines of con-
version. When the truth of his faith is questioned
the Mahommedan frowns snd the Hindoo smiles.’

A more formal decument—mnamely, a general letter
to the Secret Committee—ends thus: ¢ With regand to
translations of the Seriptures into all the languages of
the world, it is a work with which we warmly sympu-
thise, and to which every countenance will be cordially
afforded by us; but if the pupils of Mr. Buchanan should
employ themselves in translating the wretched compo-
sitions which we have transmitted to your Honourable
Company, we shall not think that they advance the
canse either of religion or of letters, and they must
expect no countenance from us either as Christians, as
scholurs, as statesmen, or as gentlemen.'

Serampore passed from Danish into British hands
in January 1808, just a month after the date of
Lord Minto's letter to Mr. Parry. Tmmediately on the
receipt in Indis of the intelligence of a rupture be-
tween England and Denmark, the order to occupy
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Serampore was given to the Company’s forces. Writing
of this event to Mr. Parry, Lord Minto said: ¢ Our
worthy neighbours, the Serampore missionaries, have
experienced no gort of inconvenience from our oceupa-
tion of that factory. I flatter myself T am on the best
possible footing with them, at least in temporal con-
cerns. If they should be less sutisfied on other peoints,
I may hope, from the religion they and I profess, that
charity will accompany zeal.'

Twa years later he actively interfered to promote
the extension of the ministrations of the missionary
body to the great cities of Northern India.

In the course of 1810, permission was songht of
the Government to estublish missions in the N. W,
Provinees. Two gentlemen in the Serampore mission
desired to proceed to Agra and Delhi. The Governor
General in Couneil stated that he saw no objection to
allow them to do so, but desired them to make the
application for leave to proceed there, saying nothing
of anything else. This sentence was understood to
mean that as their objects, more distinetly stated, might
provoke a prohibition from the Court of Drectors,
Lord Minto took it on his own respomsibility to give
them the desired permission.

It seems strange that this nct of grace, instead of
being grateful to the missionaries, drew from the Rev.
— Ward the comment : * Now we are likely to get
stations fixed with the public permission of Govern-
ment, and we shall be tolerated like toads, and not
hunted down like wild beasts.

L]
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At that very time no one, however influential, wus
allowed to travel in India without a passport, or to
reside there without a direct license from the Court of
Directors. There are copies at Minto of several letters
in which Lord Minto expresses regret that he cannot
give the permission requested by residents at Pondi-
cherry to truvel in the Company’s dominions; and in a
letter addressed to one of his family he mentions the
receipt of o somewhat harsh order for the immediate
return of a gentleman to England, who had gone out
in the same ship as himself, had lived eight months
in his house, and had subsequently held some small
appointment in Caleutta., That he had so done with-
out license was no doubt an irregulurity, and the
orders of the Court had to be obeyed ; but no evidence
remaing that the gemtleman, who submitted to the
undoubted authority of law, felt himself thereby to
have had anything in common with a wild beast.

Yet when, in 1811, some missionaries who had
arrived in India without license, though not without
knowledge of the Company's regulations, were requested
to depart, an outery was raised against the persecution
of the Government, and the irreconcilable enmity of
its members to Christianity,
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CHAPTER IV.

Berore the transactions described in the last chapter
came to an end, Lord Minto had become familiar with
Indian life. He had had experience of summer and
winter, had found the cold weather delightful, save for
the insatiable vorocity of the mosquitoes that came in
swarms from the cool air to the warmer house; and in
the heat of summer had cooled snd comsoled himself
* by thinking of Minto and of those who were enjoying
the green plensures and calm comforts of that chosen
gpot. So pray be as happy there all of you as ever
you ean, for your enjoyments are my best punkahs, and
your repose is my best recreation in this torrid zone of
trouble und fatigue.’

One of the greatest trials of absence in those days
consisted in the long interval which necessarily elapsed
between the despatch of letters and their delivery in
distant lands: it was sensibly enhanced by the un-
certainty attending on their ever reaching their desti-
pation. The safest course was to entrust them to the
Indian fleets, which only sailed twice or thrice a year,
but which, being escorted by a eonvoy, generally arrived
in safety. Next to the fleet,a King's ship was pre-

ol
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ferred ; but chance ships or single merchantmen were
deemed too linble to be captured, to be safe depositaries
of letters. When thess were of importance duplicates
were generally sent by difforent vessels ; but, in spite of
all precantions, lamentations were perpetually recurring
over the loss of latters, of many a gift of ¢ orient pearl
and barbaric gold,” and, worse than all, of the ships
that bore them, which found their way to the ports of
our enemies and still more often to the bottom of the
o :

Some smaller inconveniences there were in the
glowness of communications that had occasionally o
comic aspect, a8 when letter-writers in London, who had
misged the May fleet, served up cold at Christmns the
materials which six months before had been far more
highly spiced ; or -when their correspondents in India
congratulated them a year after date on events already
repentad of.

¢ February 8, 1808, Our last letters from home
were still dated June, but we expect a fleet very soon.
1t will bring packets from you all, T trust. I may safely
say that the single interesting occupation I have (bating
my business, which is becoming interesting enough)
is thinking of you and all your oceupations. I am
ravenons for nll details and particulars, especially such
as are agreeable to you, within doors and without.

¢ Nothing has come from England since the June
fleet which sailed the 23rd of that month, and we are

! To Lady Minto,
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wondering that some vessel or other has not been des-
patehed to tell us of the events which have Lappened
ginoe that time. We have had no letters overland, the
road being shut that way as you know, and all the
news we live tpon ‘is ramour and surmise from such
places as Aleppo, Bagdad, Bushire, Muscat, and other
out-of-the-world regions.  The war with Denmark came
from Aleppo, where the Danish consul received it from
Constantinople.”

It was not till April 14 that the long looked-for
letters arrived, *It is totally impossible to deseribe
the excessive delight which they have bestowed upan
us. In the first place I never received such a num-
ber of lettersin my life ; and [ never received any more .
precious in every possible way. I have been reading
gnd re-rereading all yesterday and to-day. Thank
God you were all well on Beptember 8. I assure you it
is a nervons thing to open letters after an interval of
several months. . .

The tone of the family letters was especially jubi-
lant, for they gave the news of the birth of Lord
Minto's first grandchild—the son of his eldest son—and
the answers from Indin were no less joyful.

To the young mother Lord Minto wrote: ¢ I have
so many things to thank you for, 1 hardly know where
to begin: first, for dancing with me at Kelso ; secondly,
for marrying griceless; thirdly, for making him so
good & wife,—I really am much obliged to you for
that ; fourthly, for being such a good, dutiful, beautiful
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duughter to your good mother, God bless her! fifthly
and sixthly, for two letters to me ; and lastly, but indeed
this is scarce worth mentioning, for being the mother
of Gilbert's son. :

. . . . It is really hard npon me to have been away
just when all this was about. 1 don't believe any of
you could be more worthy of the occasion, or busier, or
more frightened, or more nervous, or more delighted,
or a more sincere admirer of the boy's fine fipure.
It certainly is very hand upon me; that you must
ullow, Btill this most happy event has given me many
a pleasant hour, and affords such a quiet duleifying sort
of satisfaction of mind as even the pains of absence
cannot sour. I may live to toss him about and break
his bones yet, though his father will have been before-
hand with me. . . . One command that I lay upon
wou all is that he shall on no pretence whatever go toa
Harlequin Farce till I return, and that then he shall
sit between his two grandfathers; and three well-enter-
tained babes we shall be. How we shall langh—all
three—except a few compassionate tears which I may
shed at the cruel crosses of poor Columbine and at the
parental distress of Pantaloon.

¢ Now, to be serious, I beg you to make the boy love
grandpapa with all his little baby heart. . . .’

His letter to Lady Minto on the same occeasion ends
thus: ‘The perfect happiness of the worthless pair,
Gilbert and Mary, is really a sort of felicity to us all
thut makes me feel independent of fate and fortune.
Whatever fall out, the family bark seems in harbour.
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Gilbert himself is happy, and the rest can never want
a home or friend.
s Guld angels keep young Minto's heir,
And a' thae lnds and Insses spare.
'l surely trost whes I'm nae mair,
The buirns shall prove,

Tn yon true falluw’s bosom there,
A Parent's luve.'

A fow extracts from his letters to his family will
suffice to give us o glimpse of what may be called his
prlvm]if&-—innllrespmbsmﬂiﬁmt from any of
the varied experiences of former years.

& April 1808,

<] continue to enjoy Barrackpore, and to find it a real
consolation. My life would be very comfortless without
it. I hardly ever go out at Calcutta. There is but one
dusty drive, and I have hardly time for that . . . All
that is to be done with people belongs to Caleutta. At
Barrackpore I may read my despatches in peace and
quiet the livelong day, and write what requires my own
pen without interruption. Accordingly these are my
employments from early in the morning till dinner at
eight, excepting only a walk at sunset to catch the
breeze along the river-side. My walks are generally,
I may say next to always, alone ; for John and all the
young party are at that time hunting jackals, and very
fit they should. The evenings as well as the mornings
have been very delightful, and as the walk is the prin-
cipal event of my Barrackpore day, it answers extremely
-Iaﬂ.thoughitwauldbeianmd,Imfﬂm.hynhdy
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of my own age under my arm to tell how I like the
breeze, and the moon, and the planets, and such pretty
prattle . . .

¢ The principal defectin my comfort here is the total
want of anything that can be called society to me. 1
am never alone, [ mean when out of my shop ; but there
is seldom anybody who, either in age, tastes, or any other
article, has anything in conpexion with me; so that
except on business there is a total and constant sus-
pension of everything that is properly myself. This is
nobody's fault but my own, for what business have I
to grow old? . . .

¢] have lately had a most agreeable visit from
Mr. Smith, ¢ Bobus,' ! the Advoeate Genernl. Though he
is not exactly my contemporary, he has a great deal of
excellent conversation that is a feast for all ages. We
think alike too on European politics, which is rare here
and for that reason, as well as from a sense of propriety,
1 abstain entirely from that topic; but it is not wn-
pleasant to be agreed with once in a way when one gets
into good company.’

One of Lord Minto's most characteristic attributes
was his sympathy with youth. He was adored by
young people, and wgs equally the confidant of their

i Mr, Hobert Smith, fauther of the late Lord Lyveden; omd
brother of the Hav, Sydney Smith. * Bobus,' though he preferred o
solitary to u socinl life, was well known to huve no small messure of
the same gifis for which S8ydney wos celebrated. One day when
the Governcr General complained of the lorment be suffored from
ihe mosquitoes at dinner, Bobus had & resource to soggest : * You
should always contrive to have some blooming youth fresh from
England to sit next to you. They are sure to go to him.
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planmudt.huirhuuﬂu. 1f an imprudent marriage
had to be condoned, it was his part to write a soothing
letter to an angry parent, and to insinuate as
gently as he eould that, * after all, o man murries to
please himself, and not his father:* but when by vice
and folly sons brought shame and ruin on their
families, and cut themselves off from an honourable
carecr, though his sympathy with the sufferers never
failed, he was inflexible in the course he deemed due
to the interests of the public service. The disclosure
of some very grave irregularities in the conduct of the
ﬂdﬁtlltthmﬁitujrwllageufﬁnmmthdtnthu
ejection of some of the offenders and the removal of
the governor, His successor met with o degree of re-
gistance on his first appointment sufficient to daunt o
keener reformer, wherenpon Lord Minto wrote him the
following letter, which inculeates on & public officer the
system he always advocated in private education :—* As
few rules and regulations as possible, but unswerving
obedience to those that are pecessary,’ He was wont
to say that good temper, more than any other virtue,
is the result of habit, and that half the domestic
unhappiness in the world is caused by a captious and
irritating rule in early life.

To Captain Maleolm Macleod, Commanding at
Barasut.
s Parrackpore : July 26, 1808,
«Dear Sir—You will receive along with this a
public letter, which will ufford you sufficient support in
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carrying the proposed indispensable reforms into im-
mediate effect. . . . I do not at all agree with you in
thinking that your first arrival at Barasut is an unfa-
vourahle time for correcting these abuses ; on the con-
trary, it was entirely expected that the change of the
Commanding Officer was to be accompanied by a change
of management ; and the best policy is to begin with
the same system which you are afterwards to pursue.

1 should wish, both for your own ease and for the
benefit of the institution, that you may enjoy the good-
will and regard of the young men under your charge.
But essenfial points must not be saerificed to that
object. Indeed, it is not the way to obtain it; the
respecty and even the regard of boys is always lost by
concession, and by any appearance of feeble conduet,
which they are very quick at perceiving. Great com-
mand of temper is necessary ; they should be dealt with
as men, and as gentlemen. But perfect steadiness in
material things is the quality most sure of obtaining
not only their snbmission, but their respect and affec-
tion., I would not trouble and harass them much
about trifles, but be inflexible in matters of importance.
« + « « It will not be enough to prohibit private enter-
tainments by an order; you will have to enforce the
prohibition by seeing that it is not infringed. Your
adjutants must oceasionnlly visit their quarters, and
take every other means to know whether this abuse is
still practised.

I fiatter myself that, with every proper attention
to conciliation, you will not lose sight of that firmness
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without which such a republic ns you have to govern is
sure of running into anarchy.

< The want of that one quality was your predecessor's
only defect ; and that defect has hrought this important
institution into discredit, besides drawing ruin upon
n number of young men, and a severe affliction upon a
number of families.’

In another letter on the conduct of the cadets, ha
wrotes ¢1 hear with regret of cruel and oppressive
conduct to the natives. This I consider as UNZeNeTos
and unworthy of gentlemen.’

(Ocensionally it was the unreasonable desires of
parents on hehalf of their sons which eaused him
matter of regret. In a letter to Lady Minto he says :
¢ There is nothing in this country that o young King's
officer can hold except .an appointment as aide-de-
CAMp. ltisnumrtnfadmtngetuiﬂmtngntit; on
the contrary, it takes a young man entirely out of his
profession, makes him idle, luxurions, and expensive,
the consequence of which, I obgerve, is debt and dis-
tress. No parent at o distance will see the thing in
that light, and I have been obliged to place several
young men in that situation, with the consciousness
that 1 was doing them a real injury in the shape of a
very great favour. . . .

¢ The young men here would be better off if there
were neither horses nor dogs in the world. . . . A
hundmdpunnﬂnismﬁoimtpﬁnﬂ here for o dog ; and as
for horses, T wanted a quiet pad for my own hack, only
just to earry me anat.umur,mdimmhmught



92 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. [1807

for trial the other day who was nearly blind, so as to
start at every bush, and not over sure. However they
only asked 300 for him, and I should have been
tempted by the bargain if John had not advised me
against a blind pad. Yet a horse I must have at any
price, for I ride at least twice a year. I have just per-
formed on a charger, having presented honorary eolours

to the 15th regiment of native infantry at Barrackpore,
mounted on a war-horse decorated with gold em-

broidered housings, besides the ornaments which shone
on my own head and heels. Prince Esterhazy, at the
head of the Garde Noble, is a sloven to my resplendence.
Then, as my respected friend, Mr. Merryman, would
sometimes truly say, % The riding is nothing ; speaking
is the thing.” However, a8 one ought not to do two
things at once, I thought it more prodent to dismount
before I delivered & neat and approprinte speech. This
part of the ceremony wns st sunrise; the officers
breakfasted with me, and I dined with them. Next
day they gave a ball; but I was best entertained with
a Nautch given by the Sepoys. This was much the
prettiest Nautch 1 had ever attended, or rather ap-
proached nearer to pretty than any former specimens
of that amusement which I had witnessed. It WIS
performed in a large tent, and was extremely scenick.
The lights, which were torches of hollow bamboo, with
& thick wick on which oil was poured every now and
then by way of suuffers, were held by men, black but
hlﬂma,mdaimmtumkeduhrnmﬁmwhinh
serve for candlesticks usually are. Chairs were_set in
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« semieirclé towards the bottom of the pavilion, on
which we sat, and were plentifully sluiced with rose-
water. A circle was formed of the Sepoys, in their
own elothes (not in regimentals), nll seated on their
hams, and mnking a most picturesque amphitheatre.
In front the dance was performed with the music, which
was all national—instruments as well as airs and words
— behind the dancers. The dancing was much in the
game monotonous style as I have described in other
letters, but the girls were (ashmerians, and accounted
very superior to those of the Bengal provinees. They
were  handsomer than I had seen, and were better
dressed ; but beauty wonld be a strong word even for
game of the airs really were very pretty. They danced
with something approaching oocasionally to grace, and
managed their drapery very prettily, so as to remind
one for 8 moment now and then of the Etrusean figures
or those found at Pompeii. But they are over—clothed ;
nothing is seen but the head, arms, and toes—all of
which are displayed for the sake of the ornaments—and
there is such n quantity of clothing that it cannot well
take the pieturesque sort of folds which such flexible
stuffs should take.

' Rarrackpore : May 24, 1808
¢I often wonder at my being able to labour all day
and every day in this climate without ever flagging,
much less having any notion of being ill. The weather
geams a dull topic, but it concerns one go much here
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that I must give it a place in my true and particular
history of our lives. This year has been uncommonly
favourable to beginners. The best weather generally
comes on about the middle of March, but our Muoreh
was the finest month in the year from beginning to
end. It was delightful. The heat incressed about
the middle of April, but was quite endurable till the
end of the first week in May. By that time the hot
winds had set in, and their very name is sufficiently
deseriptive of discomfort. However, at this period we
have relief a great part of the four-and-twenty hours,
for at sunset the wind cools, and, continuing to blow,
one draws it in loxuriously and revives. The heat does
not come on aguin till next forenoon. During the
first days of the very hot winds I bore it, and thought
that patience would earry me through; but it was teo
oppressive at last, and I submitted to use the tatty.
That invention is quite effectual, and makes a temperate
zone between the tropics. I sat the livelong day be-
hind the tatty, subject to no inconvenience but want of
light ; however, with speetacles I could manage to read
my book and write my lesson. I begun, nevertheless,
to count the days to the rains, which I had fixed for
June 10; when all at once, without any notice, as we
sat in Council on Friday, May 20, it became so dark
that we could not see our desks, and then camea deluge
with a tempest of east wind that would have made
Elliot shiver. From that hour the climate has been
quite heavenly, and not the less so in my estimation
for a good pouring shower almost everyday. You must
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mtimugmﬂthttheu are the rains. They are known
by t.hunmuftha small rains; not that they are small
while they are falling, for they come down in buckets;
but they do not last long, and there is always an iu-
terval between these little gentlefolks and the grander
rains that come in June. The whole surface of the
country is already soaked, and the wind, therefore, is
cool and pleasant, The thermometer was about 96"
in the shade during the hot winds.

¢ 98¢h—in continuation. Ieame to town yesterday to
Council. 1 started at half after five in the morning
which is early enough in this cool weather. An hour and
fifty minutes is the time I generally pass on the road ;
Lhedishnced:temmih!;butthnmdumnﬂud
level as the Mall; the carringe very light with four
strong horses.

¢ 99¢h.— 1 have been at church to-day, which is being
a very good Christian, for it is close and warm, notwith-
standing punkahs which are pulled by Mahommedans
in turbans looking on their masters with the contempt
which the faithful bestow upon infidels performing the
impious rites of a false religion, There are few coun-
tries in which there is such a quantity of reciprocal
contempt, from the mixture of so many different mmees
professing different religions, and in general extremely
bigoted each to his own. However, as n Christian, I
am charitable enough to despise none of them, but only
wish some of their superstitions were not so bloody
and eruel. Human sacrifices are kept down with some
difficulty, and particularly infanticide. Widow-burning
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is extremely prevalent, especially in this neighbour-
hood, T am sorry to say. The Brahmins have some
profit from it, and it relieves the heir of the jointure
or maintenance of the downger ; so that, to be sure, one
ought not to wonder at Brahmins and heirs for encour-
aging the practice. The odd thing is that it prevails
in the lowest condition of life. When a poor miserable
peasant’s wife happens to be of a good caste, which is
often the case, nothing in the world will prevent her
burning from pure gentility.’
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CHAPTER V.

Tut year 1808 was memorable in the annals of Eu-
rope as that of a supreme crisis in her fortunes. It
found all the nations, save one, enthralled in the chains
of the greatest military despotism recorded in history.
It beheld the first link give way, when the spirit of
national independence burst into vigorous life on the
wild hills of Spain.

The position of England relatively to Europe after
the Peace of Tilsit {June 1807} is thus commented on
in a letter from a young Englishman in India toa friend.
* What an nnexampled and surprising picture the state
of Europe now presents; France, Russin, Austria,
Prussia, Germany, Holland, Spain, Portugal, Denmark,
Italy, Turkey—all Europe, save little Sweden—com-
bined against our country. We may truly eall ourselves
“ divisos orbe Britannos.” Although this is a state of
things which no one could ever have wished to see, 1
confess that T feel & pride in it, . . . I hope that we
ghall do as well as possible under such strange eircum-
stances.

*We bave at different times paid Austrin, Prussia,
B
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France, and Germany ; we preserved to Turkey a great
portion of its empire, driving out its enemies, the
French; we have constantly fought the battles of
Europe agninst France ; and all Powers are now ranged
on the side of France against us. Hurrah for the tight
little Teland !’

We should hardly have ventured toquote so glaring
a specimen of a spirit described in the slang of the
present day as Jingoism —the English langunge having
apparently no term of reprobation for it—had the
writer borne a nime less known and honoured than that
of Metealfe.

It wase, however, the sort of spirit which, combined
with conspicuous ability and strong charncter, had
attraeted the attention of Lord Wellesley, who, when
Metealfe wne only nineteen, sent him in a political
eapacity to the camp of Lord Lake: and which in this
year, 1808, marked him out iu the judgment of Lord
Minto for a still more important mission. To appre-
ciate the policy of the Indinn Government at this
jumeture it is necessary to revert for n moment to the
events of the preceding year.

At the beginning of 1806 Persia, being engnged in
hostilities with Russia, sent an Ambassador to Paris
to desire the nssistance of France, A cordial reception
was given him, and it was announced that a splendid
mission, having authority to make a treaty of alliance
between France and Persia, would be despatehed from
Paris to Teheran.

In order to counternct the effect of these proceed-
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ings a similar course was adopted by England. An
Envoy was appainted to Persia, and, with the object of
lending greater dignity and importance to his ereden-
tinls, it was suggested by the Court of Directors that,
while remaining their own paid agent, he should be in-
vested with the charncter of representative of the Crown,
The proposal was nceeded to by the Ministry of Lord
Grenville. There could be little question that Persia
was only important to France as a weapon of offence
ngninst Great Britain. Henes, those who knew most
of Indian matters saw the necessity of selecting the
most skilful of Indian diplomatists for the task of
countermining the progress of France at the Persinn
Court; nnd the name of Colonel Malcolm, already
known in connection with a successful mission to
Persia in the time of Lord Wellesley, wns pressed upon
the Directors by Sir Arthur Wellesley,' by Lord Mintao,
then President of the Board of Control, and by other
qualified judges :—* but,’ wrote Sir Arthur from London
to Maleolm himself, *nobody here knows or eares any-
thing about Indian matters, nor are those consulted
who could give the information.’ The Wellesley school
af politicians was not in favour in Leadenhall Street ;
and thus it came about that the claims of Maleolm were
ignored, and that Sir Harford Jones * was appointed to
the Persinn Mission, to represent the Crown while re-

t gfterwands Duke of Wellington.

* A baronetey wia granted to Mr. Harford Jones on hi= appoint-
ment to Persla, which was not made till after Lord Minto Lad lefi
England.
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eeiving instructions from the Company. Unfortunately,
Sir Harford, though he had lived for many years in the
East as a merchant, and latterly as consul at Bushire,
was considered in India to be totally unfit to conduct
go delicate a mission.

In January 1808, rumours reached India of the
march of a French army under General Menou towards
Persin on the way to India, while it became known
that a great military embassy attended by four-and-
twenty French officers and three hundred French
soldiers had actually arrived there, giving it out that
they were the advanced gunrd of an army. *The first
project is believed to be to take possession of a port
on the coast of the Persian Gulf, by which they may
communicate with the Mauritius, and receive supplies
by sen, and from whence they may attempt an invasion
of the western coast of India, and unsettle the minds
of the native princes by promises, menaces, and in-
trigue.?

Of the English envoy to Persia nothing was known
at all. The last act of Lord Grenville's administration
had been the appointment of Sir Harford Jones, who
was directed to proceed in the first instance to St.
Petersburg to offer to the Czar the mediation of Great
Britain between Russia and Persia.

The peace and alliance between France and Russia
had rendered the failure of this preliminary mission a
certainty ; while the fall of the Ministry that had en-

' Lord Minto to Lady Minta,
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trusted it to him made it doubtful whether Sir Harford
Jones would be confirmed in the more important ap-
pointment. '

In the meanwhile the aspect of affairs was becom-
ing daily graver, as the co-operation of Franee and
Russia in the East grew more probable.

¢ As long a8 France,’ wrote Lord Minto,! ¢ might be
engaged in continental wars in Europe, the project of
directing her arms towards this quarter must be con-
sidered impracticable; but if her armies have bheen
liberated by a pacification with Russia and by the
continued submission of the Powers of Europe, the
advance of a econsiderable force of French troops into
Persia under the acquiescence of the Turkish, Russian,
and Persian powers, cannot be deemed an undertaking
beyond the scope of that energy and perseverance
which distinguish the present ruler of France.

¢ If one body of troops should sueceed in penetrating
as far a8 the Persian dominions, others may be ex-
pected to follow; and it may then be no longer at the
option of the Government of Persia to prevent the
complete establishment of the French power and as-
cendaney in Persin.

¢ The ascendancy of France heing once estahlished
in the territories of Persia in the manner described, it
may justly be expected that, from that centre of loeal
power they may be enabled gradually to extend their
influence by conciliation or by conquest towards the

! Becrel and separate general letter, February 2, 1808, par. 24.
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region of Hindostan, and ultimately open a passage
for their troops into the dominion of the Company.

¢ Arduous as such an undertaking must necessarily
be, we are not warranted in deeming it in the present
situntion of affairs to be altogether chimerical and
impracticahle under the guidance of a man whose
energy nnd success appear almost commensurate with
his ambition, We deem it our duty to act under a
supposition of its practicability, and to adopt whatever
measures are in our judgment caleulated to counter-
not it, even at the hazard of injury to some local and
immediate interests.'

In a private letter he wrote: *What would have
seemed impossible has become senrcely improbable,
sinee we have seen one State after another in Europe,
among them those we deemed most stable and seeure,
fall like a house of eards before the genius of one
man.’

Before long, the vague ramours that had filled the
world ever sinee the interview of Tilsit assumed more
definite proportions. Though all that was possible had
been done to secure secrecy, and though no written
records have ever come to light of the personal com-
munications interchanged withont witnesses between
the two sovereigns, it is now pretty well ascertained
that the surmises hazarded from the first by those
atenstomed to watch the politieal skies, were nearly, if
not absolutely, correet. Like those happy strokes of
divination by which great discoveries have been made,
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what seemed to be the intuitions of statesmen were
sugacious deductions from certified facta.

" The indifference in England as to the dangers threat-
ening India, of which Sir Arthur Wellesley complained
two years before, now gave way to grave apprehensions.
He himself wrote again to his former correspondent,
Colonel Maleolm, that *the state of affairs ciused
great anxiety, but it is of that nature which you have
occasionally witnessed in timid and undecided men
who fear something, they know not what, and are mora
afeaid of the remedy than they are of the danger to
which they are exposed.” This was in February 1808.
I the course of the spring Lord Grenville, in a letter
to Lord Minto alrendy given, alluded to ¢dangers to
our Indian Empire, in presence of which Lord Minto
could hardly have executed an intention, had it been
formed, to resign his important functions there;' and
the official correspondence from Loudon showed that
an invasion of India was looked upon by the ministers
ns a very serious danger.

It was believed, on what was considered to be good
authority, that, in pursuance of an arrangement made
at Tilsit, 8 Persian army of 30,000 men, with a body
of Cossacks, was to assemble early in the spring of
1808 at Astrachan, to penetrate thence through the
northern provinces of Persia, and support the opern-
tions of a French army, advancing simultaneously
through the Turkish dominions, for which permission
had been obtained from the Porte. To these projects
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seemingly pretty generally known, was added the
‘gecret information, to be, however, received with
caution,’ that advices from Paris described ¢ Bonaparte
as considerably chagrined at learning that the Russians
had entirely failed in their engagement to assemble a
force at Astrachan, alleging the impossibility of pro-
viding supplies for an army in that country, and the
unwillingness of the Cossacks to march (possibly in a
direction where there was no plunder); that in eon-
sequence he had ordered Caulaincourt to remonstrate
most strongly with the Emperor on the necessity of
fulfilling his engagement. From the same source it iz
stated that Sebastiani has written from Constantinople
that the Pasha of Bagdad (whom he accuses of being
gained over to the English) has declared his resolution
of opposing the entrance of any foreign forces into his
territory, and that, the Porte having obtained informa-
tion (possibly fram Mr. Adair at Vienna) that by the
secret articles of Tilgit ' Moldavia and Wallachia were
ceded to Russin, Servia and Bosnia to Austria, and
(ireece and the Islands of the Archipelago to France,
the Turks must be considered as either secret or open
enemies, and therefore he (Sebastiani) presses the
immediate march of the French troops into Macedonia,

' 1 Turkey resisted, the two Powers were to divide her do-
minjone. *8i de pon oité la Porte n'aconplait pas, on s'obligerait 4
poustraire nu joug des Turcs toutes Jes provinees ottomsnes, Con-
stuntinople et la Roumélle exceptées.’ Lanfrey, from whose history
of Napoleon the guotation is made, ndds that the suthenticity of
these stipulations is *indiscutable)—Histvire de Nopoléon Ity
tome (v,
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as well as the throwing forces into the islands, when-
ever any opportunity of escaping the English fleet
should occur.”

The sudden revolution in the Emperor Napoleon's
poliey towards the Turk, whom he hnd so lately called
his best ally, was an essential element in the consideri-
tions upon which the policy of the Indian Government
was shaped.

Lord Minto's view of the possible eventualities
which might ensue is given in & private letter to
Lord Caledon:! *A portition of European Turkey is
a step in the regular approach to Indin. It seems to
fucilitate in some points, though it may retard that
enterprise.

¢ In other respects, T should think it reasonable to
hope that the expulsion of the Turks from Europe may
create obstacles in the way to Indin, It is impossible
that the Ottoman Government and the whole Turkish
race shonld not conceive the despest nnd most bitter
resentment. against such an injury. Ome should look
for & elose communion between Great Britain and the
Turk, And if that consequence wers to follow the
partition of Turkey, our opposition to the progress of a
French army might begin on the hanks of the Bosphorus
instead of the Indus. The Turks may be terrified, it is
true, and grant & passage to the French through their
territories in Asin. But even in that case the French
must be deeply committed in countries which will

¢ Governor of the Cape of Good Hupe.
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abhor them, and have conceived probably an affection
for our cause.’

(m a review of oll the circumstances Lord Minto
came to the conelusion that the Indisn Government
would be wanting in vigilance and prudence if they did
not put themselves in a state of preparation to meet u
possible if not probable struggle with France, or with
France and Russia combined.

¢ Yet I am not sure,’ he wrote in a letter on this sub-
jeet to Lady Minto, * that I shall not be blamed ; for the
attack, though we are strongly and positively warned
of it,is not certain, and the most necessary preparations
cannot be made without expense, which naturally comes
more home to the feelings of my masters than remote
dangers, however serious. However, in this as in every-
thing else, I shall do what in my best judgment appears
right, and not be led astray by the fear of the Qu'em
dira~t-on ? In the meanwhile the French are smoothing
their way by magnificent embassies and numerous
military retinues in Persia, and by swarms of agents of
all ranks, qualities, and countries, all over the East;
and they are beginning to be heard of at the Courts of
our Indian princes and chieftains. But [ think we
shall overtake them in that race.’

To an enquiry concerning the disposition towards us
of the native states he replied: ' * We have every reason
to believe that all the states of India are satisfied of
our diginelination to extend our dominions or to invade

' May 16, 1808, Secret and soparate general letter.
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thieir rights, and of our solicitude to maintain peace. But
those states of which the power and dominion have
heen abridged, or of which the influence has been
gircumseribed, and agninst which the field of ambition
and enterprise has been closed by the politieal position
of the British power and ascendancy in Indin, cannot
reasonably he supposed to entertain that sense of
common interest with the British Government which
should induce them to prefer the security of their
actual condition to the alluring prospect of restored
gessions, consequence, and puthority., And demon-
«trations of the dangers to which their guthority and
independence would be exposed by the ambition of
France would have little weight when opposed to the
assurance of restoration to the dominion they have lost.
«With states of another description, engngements of
eo-operation might no doubt be formed, provided these
engagements ghould involve obligations of defensive
alliance against all enemies. Of such alliances there is
{66 much reason to doubt the efficiency and the policy.’
A wise man will not allow an enemy to approach
the gates behind which stand doubtful friends. T am
strongly of opinion,’ wrote Lord Minto to Sir George
Barlow,  that if this great conflict is to be maintained,
we ought to meet it as early and as far beyond our own
frontiers as possible. We ought tocontest Persia itsell
with the enemy, and to dispute every step of their pro-
The force which we can oppose to them in that

stage of the contest is indeed much smaller than they
would find assembled agninst them in our own territo-
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riea; but in Persin we should have much less to contend
with also, and we should meet an enemy much less
prepared than he will be if we wait at home till he is
rendy to face us.

¢This system, however, depends on the disposition
of Persin herself to mentrality—that is, to let the
French and us fight it out fairly between us. For if
Persia is determined to sapport the French with all her
power, I acknowledge that we cannot possibly detach
such a foree from our Indian Army as that state of
things would require. At least we could not do so
without finding some means to divide Persia and to
have allies on our side as well as the French.

For the elucidation of such problems as these the
presence of an Envoy gifted with special powers of
ohservation, as well as with diplomatic talents, was
imperatively necessary. The state of affnirs admitted
of no further delay. And in absolute ignorance of Sir
Harford Jones's movements, Lord Minto determined to
send Colonel Maleolm on a mission to Persin.! * By
Colonel Malcolm, if by any man living, we may hope to
detach Persin from her hostile allianee with our enemy ;
and, if that benefit is no longer attainable, we shall
receive from Colonel Malcolm authentic information
and judicions advice. If Sir H. Jones should have
arrived in Pereia, Colonel Maleolm will of course with-
hold his own ecredentials and diplomatic powers in
Persia, and I do not see any necessary and unavoidable
inconvenience from the character which he wonld in that

' To Rt. Hon. B. Dundns, President of the Board of Control.



Er, 5T] MISSION TO PERSIA. 109

case assume of Political Agent to the Governor General
—the political (not diplomatic) representative of the
E. I. Company, and of British affairs in India. He
might furnish essential aid to the King’s Envoy. If
they clashed he could be recalled.’

To Muleolm himself he wrote ! most confidentially
upon the point of the military arrangements which
certain contingencies might involve. *Of these trans-
actions our opposition to Frunce in Persia is the
anchor on which our hopes must rest; for if we per-
mit that country to be the dépit of her preparations
against us, and wait at home till the enemy thinks
himself that he is equal to the undertaking, we shall
give him a great, and, as it appears to me, a most
manifest advantage. My first anxiety, therefore, will
be to know from vou whether the disposition of the
Persinn Court or the state of that country admits of our
meeting the enemy at the very moment of his arrival
or approach to the Persian frontier. 1 am aware that
this system will require a very considerable force, 1
shall learn from you what its amount must be, and
shall in the meanwhile make every effort which the
state of our resources admits of, to be prepared with an
army, and the means of transporting it. In the mean-
while, I' have imagined that a foree of 20,000 or '
25,000 men may be necessary, This will be a great
exertion, and 1 don't think that we can go further. .
If 10,000 French troops were to come I econceive that

1 This letter i prioted in Kaye's Cbrrepondesce of Sir J.
Maloolm, vol. &
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our foree, which must consist of Sepoys in a great pro-
portion, should be double; but. if, instead of sending
such an army, as has been announced, they should
begin by collecting gradually & small force capable of
establishing a French post on the coast, anil endeavour
to take root there before the grand design is entered
upon, I think it of the utmost moment to disappoint
this preparatory measure, and to expel the enemy with
the least possible delay. We shall be prepared to push
off 4,000 or 5,000 men on the first summons.’

The letter ends with the confession that ©Bir H,
Jones is rther a marplot (1 un writing confidentially)
in our play.!

The instructions sent to Colonel Maleolm from
Caleutta show that the policy he was desired to pursue
was to be of a tentative character,

* First, to detach the Court of Persia from the
French ulliance; and to prevail on that Court to re-
fuse the passage of French troops through the terri-
tories subject to Persia, or the admission of French
troops into the country. If that cannot be obtained,
to admit English troops with a view of opposing the
French army in its progress to India, to prevent the
cession of any maritime port, and the establishment of
French factories on the coast of Persia.

¢8econd, to obtain authentic intelligence on all
points interesting to the Government. It is scarcely
necessary to particularise those points, which will
necessarily suggest themselves to the mind of Colonel
Maleolm. The principal of them are, the real nature and
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extent of the engagements entered into by France and
Persia, and the real disposition of Persia respecting the
execution of them. Colonel Maleolm's opinion and
advice would ulso be required by the Government as to
the poliey to be adopted in either of two contingencies
supposed—the active hostility of Persia, or her neu-
trality.'

With these instructions, Maleolm sailed for Persing
but before he left Bombay, though not in time for
the most rapid express to communicate the intelligence
to him, the news reached Caleutta of Sir Harford Jones's
arrival at the Cape of Good Hope om his way to
India, where he expected to receive the Governor
Gieneral's instructions for the mission with which he
hnd been entrusted to Persia.

Up to the arrival of Sir H. Jones's oommunmhm
from the Cape, everyone in India had been in total ig-
norance of his movements. It was possible that
Maleolm might find him in Persia, in which case, Lonl
Minto relied on his envoy’s concilintory qualities and
magnanimity. * For the first he would find exercise in
his intercourse with Sir Harford Jones, and for the
socond in dealing with himself. The contingency of
Sir Harford's arrival at Bombay before the departure of
Malcolm had also been foreseen. *In that ease,” wrote
Lord Minto to Sir George Barlow, an old and ecordial
friend of Malcolm's, ¢ I have resolved to withdraw Mal-
colm's Persian mission altogether; but to beg Colonel
Maleolm to necept n mission to Bagdad, and to take
charge of our political interests and affairs in all the
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countries westward of Persin even to Constantinople.
This is & wide and important field ; it is entirely dis-
tinet from the province assigned to Sir H. Jones, and
it requires judgment, ability, and activity which are not
to be found there now. We should lose the advantage
of Maleolm's talents and influence at the Court of
Persia. But thisloss we cannot avoid. We shall guin
his exertions still nearer to the approaching danger
. . .and his observation and judgment will not be
confined to the spot on which he may reside, but will
embrace the whole mnge of politics from the Indus to
Constantinople.! This measure cannot but be attended
with expense, which no man can wish to aveid more
earnestly than I do; but to save the expense of an
essential serviee, and to lose an advantage affecting so
deeply the interests and even safety of the State, would
be the greatest and worst of prodigalities,

¢ If India is invaded by a French and Russian army,
that event cannot be aseribed to the character or coun-
sels of the Indinn Government. It is to the disasters
of Europe, to battles in Poland, to the Peace of Tilsit,
that the necessity of waging a burdensome war in India
must be traced., Thisis a consideration very fit, in my
opinion, to weigh in the councils of the British Empire,
and one which constitutes a strong claim on the policy
of the British nation for whatever support and co-
operation the defence of India may be found to require.’ *

This was written on April 21 ; on the following day

1 To 8ir Qeorge Parlow.
* To the Chairman of the East India Company, April 21, 1508,
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came the letter of Sir Harford Jones, announcing his

arrival at the Cape. On the 23rd Lord Minto wrote to

inform Colonel Maleolm of this event.

* After perusing all that has been written to us from
England on the subject of the mission, and after con-
sidering the authorities (the East India Compuany ns
well as Government) from which his powers are derived,
I confess I feel that no suthority in this country can be
competent to delegate similar powers for precisely the
sume purpose to any other person.  You know enough
of my opinions on the whole of this important subject
to make it unnecessary for me to deseribe the regret,
publie and private, which I experience in renouncing
measure on which T rested my chief hope of & successful
issue to the struggle in which we are engaging; but
there ‘is no deceiving oneself on this point, and it is
clear that your mission to Persis must be abandoned
in the event of Sir Harford Jones's arrival in that
country.’ The letter eoncluded by offering Maleolm in
the most urgent and flattering terms the commission
to. Bagdad, adding that his information snd ecounsels
would be required respecting all the territories from the
Indus to Constantinople.

Of the success of his mission to Persia, or at all
events of the diplomatic tact and skill which his measures
would evinee, none of Maleolm's Indian friends permitted
themselves to doubt. Hence it was with equal surprise
and consternation that his first despatehes from Bushire
were received.  Lord Minto has told the story many
times in despatches, letters, and minutes, but the most

I

*
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snformal, and therefore the best version of it is that in
the following letter to General Hewitt, the Commander-

To Lieutenant General Hewitt.
« July B0, 1808,

¢ | am sorry to say in strict confidence that Maleoln
has disappointed me exceedingly at the beginning of his
mission. Instead of facilitating the commencement
of his negotintion, he has begun by ereating, I fear, in-
surmountable obstacles to his own progress.

It is impossible to attempt in a letter even &
summary of the procesdings to which I allude; but the
general features are these. He charged Captain Pasley
with a letter to the King, containing little more than
the usnal complimentary matter. But he charged him
at the same time with s negotistion to be condueted
by Captain Pasley with the principal Ministers of the
King at Teheran,' the professed oliject of which was to
obtain certain concessions, in the way of preliminaries
to all negotiations, in consideration of which General
Maleolm might be prevailed upon to advance. Failing
such concessions, he threatened the immedinte vengeance
of the British Power, and declared his own determination
to retire immedistely from the Persian territory.  Yon
will be, I daresay, a8 much surprised as we have besn
to learn that the first condition required by Maleolm
was the immedinte expulsion from Persis of the French

=l mmguthrﬂnhnhihi:wmanm
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embassy with every man of that nation, and this
Captain Pasley was authorised to modify only by ad-
mitting the temporary residence of a few French
individuals who are engaged in works useful to Persia,
but the whole mission was to be peremptorily dismissed.
If Maleolm had obtained this object after a considerable
residence in Persia, and after the utmost exertion of his
own nncommon talents, T should have thought him
eminently successful, But T am compelled to say that
my confidence is entirely shaken by the injudicious
course he has pursued, and the disadvantageons ground
he has taken. Persin is in the hands of Franee, snd
was only to be weaned from that conunection by goold
and convineing reasons urged in a concilintory form.
Intimidation, which Maleolm has chosen as the charneter
of his negotintion, cannot succeed against the umited
foree of the French and Russian empires, the vengeance
of which Maleolm would induee Persia to provoke by
menness which she cannot think so formidable.

¢ Maleolm was received with every mark of distinetion
at Bushire by orders from Court, and Captain Pasley
no less so at Shimz, where the Prinee’s Court professes
to be entirely English. The fict is that Persia is
puzzled between the two great candidates for her favour,
and while the French are well received at Tehern, the
intention was that the English officers should be con-
ducted with similar demonstrations of favour to Shiraz,
A Russinn Embassy has entered the Persisn provinees
from Georgia.'

¢ Maloolm's proceeding at Museat,’ wrote Lord Minto

12
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to Mr. Edmonstone, ‘hns been affected with the
original sin of his whole system.’ What that was may
be inferred from certain passages of a memorandum
addressed by Lord Minto to General Maleolm, contain-
ing an explicit condemmation of the policy adopted
townrds Persia. This memorandum, docketed by him-
self as ‘a rough draft of a minute to be forwarded
immediately to General Maleolm, July 21, 1808,
begins by expressing the great concern caused him by
the perusal of Maleolm's despatches from Bushire,
setting forth the line of conduct which had resulted in
his immediate departure from Persin. The difference
between his own and General Maleolm's sentiments on
the subject of the mission appeared so great, as to touch
the general principles of the policy to be pursued at the
present conjuncture. Lord Minto therefore felt that
he must not from motives of personal delicacy shrink
from the duties of his station, but must endeavour to
provide for the publie interests by recurring to methods
more likely to lead to the important objects which he
desired to attain. The grand and ultimate purpose of
the mission to Persin was to withdraw that Court from
ita new and dangerous connection with France. Mal-
colm's peremptory demand for the expulsion of the
French mission had left no room for consideration.

¢ The demand cannot be supported on any ground
of justice, Persia, as an independent (jovernment, hns
aright to receive accredited ministers from any other
Court, and to enter into any negotistion she may think
advisuble. She muy be indeed precluded by previous
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treaties with us from contracting engagements in con-
tradiction to them; but if cour elaim to exelude the
French mission were better supported on the point of
right, it would still in the actual circumstances of the
case be unrensonable to insist on it as a preliminary.
Persia was and continues to be exposed to an invasion
from Russgia, which is to her a subject of great and
reasonable alurm, She first applied to us for assistance,
It was impossible for us, consistently with the relations
in which we stood to Bussin, to afford the aid she asked.
She therefore gave us fair notice that, although she
would have preferred our co-operation to every other,
she was constrained to provide for Ler safety, by look-
ing elsewhere for the aid which she eould not obtain
from us.

¢ Upon this ground her connection with France has
been formed. France has promised on certain condi-
tions to protect her against a Russian invasion ; the
promised service was to have been performed by military
force, France is now in alliance with Russia, and is to
employ her influence instead of her arms for the pro-
tection of Persin. If Persin in these circumstances
suddenly and offensively hreaks off the subsisting nego-
tiations with France, instead of a contest with Bussia
ulone, or instead of being protected by France aguinst
Russin, she must prepare for a conflict with the united
foree of those two Empires.

¢t is therefore rensonable that, before she accedes to
a demand involving her in such consequences, she should
be informed of the means by which we propose to pro-
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toct her against them. This is matter of negotiation,
not for a preliminary, &e. &e.

« GGeneral Maleolm, knowing the political complexion
of the Court, seems to have conceived that timidity was
the quality on which he had the best chance of opera-
ting, and that the fear of France and Russin conld only
be combated by a still stronger apprehension of British
POwEr.

¢ Intimidation, therefore, was the engine he proposed
to employ in the first stages of his mission. I confess
that T should have thought it more advantageous to
give an entirely different character to the negotiation.
1 can easily believe that the arrival of our Envoy in
Persin in circumstances which would justify hostile
measures on our part must have created solicitude con-
cerning the intentions of this Government, and that the
menace of gome great measure of eoercion or resentment
on bur part, to follow on General Maleolm’s retreat from
Persia, might operate favourably to his views in some of
the minor points under diseussion; but it cannot pro-
duce nny substantial benefit, because in truth we find
Persia herself under cirenmstances of extreme difficulty
from which she cannot be driven violently, but from
which she requires the hand of friendship to extricate
her gradually. T regret that this expedient was resorted
to: for not being founded in truth it savours mare of
artifice than I think suits the true dignity of this
Government. If Persia is found to be decidedly hostile,
it does not enter into our views to weaken our force and
resources, in the froitless endeavour to subdue that



v, 57 MINUTE BY LORD MINTO. 110

great country, whether supported or not by a great
European army. I regret it also because, whether any
short advantage is obtained by this species of intimida-
tion or not, it must create irritation and disgust, and
so far retard the desirable work of conciliation and of
union which we have in hand.

¢ T should certainly not think it either becoming or
politic to approach the Persian Court in a posture of
supplication; on the contrary, we have ground for
remonstrance agsinst the more than unfriendly conduct
of that Court. But we have not now to learn that a
temporiging compromising policy is the frequent refuge
of weak governments implicated in the disputes of
more powerful States; and our intercourse with her
should be tempered with indulgence for those obstacles
to a cordial demeanour which we know exist,

¢The dignity of our Sovereign and of our national
character will not be impaired by forbearance, which is
due from the strong towards the weak.

¢In my opinion the most dignified basis on which we
can treat with Persia is that of common interest. The
measures we have to propose to Persia are those which
I sincerely think can alone afford her any prospect of
escaping from the pressing danger of being involved in
the general scheme of French conguest. 1 would avow
at the same time, without scruple or disguise, that we
also have an interest in securing Persia agninst its ocen.
pation by French armies,and that the defence of Persin
will be an additional means of security to ourselves.

] - " w " - .
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*From this avowal they will learn nothing that the
French Ambassador has not long since taught them.
But we shall obtain better eredit in the advice we
proffer to them for their own interests, when they
know we have at least no hidden motive, and when we
shall have given this pledge of our friendship and
sincerity.'

The minute concludes with a hope that a door may
still be left open to negotintion.

Maleolm meanwhile had convineed himself that the
Persian Court was under the absolute control of the
French Ambassador. It had issued the most positive
orders, dictated jointly by the French Ambnssador and
by an Envoy lately arrived from the Russian camp on
the frontiers, prohibiting the advance of Maleolm or of
any individual of his mission towards the capital. It
wiis suspected, and the fact was afterwards admitted,
that designs were entertained of preventing the depar-
ture of the mission, or of retaining the chief members
of it as hostages. Malcolm therefore took the resolu-
tion of leaving Bushire without awaiting orders, and
of proceeding in all haste to Caleutta to make his ex-
planations and to receive further instructions.

The mission from which so much had been expected
had failed. It is possible, even probable, that a more
concilintory course than that adopted by the British
Envoy miight have enabled him to remain in Persin
until a change of circumstances produced a change of
sentiments on the part of the Persinn Government,
when his personal popularity and his eonspicuous
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talents might have restored the prestige of the British
name, and enabled him to conduct his negotintions
with better effect than Sir Harford Jones; but the
neglect with which the Indian Government had treated
Persin during the years that had elapsed since
Maleolm’s first mission, had perhaps a greater share in
producing the present disappointment than his some-
what ill-timed arrogance.’

The first intimation of Maleolm’s return to India
was given by the despatches which he brought himself,
and forwarded to Caleutta from the north of the

Hooghly.
It appears from his own journals that he was some-

what doubtful as to what his reception might be,
and was proportionably relieved and gratified by its
warmth.

! 4 Mnleolm,' says his biographer, * found our enemies supreme
at the Persian eapital. Whilst we had been sleeping they had
twen gtriving, We had left the field of notion cloar for them, nel
they had occupied it with vigonr and address.

s Malookm had not estimated aright the exient of this cecupa-
tinn. He had relisd too much on the {nflnenoe we had established
eight years before at the Persinn Court, and had oot sufliciently
taken into acoount the alterstion of circumstines and feeling re-
sulting from thé progress of Bussian arms in that momentons
interval. The Porsinns believed that we had dessrted them. W
hod at all events looked oneoncermedly on, or purposely turned our
bneks apon them, whilst they had been spollated by the Xorthern
L‘ill.'ll*l.'lll“r‘

+ What, they asked, lnd we dope for them ! who weresre that
we shonld now expect a single word from s tedissolve s promising
allianes, nnd to disperse & magniticent embassy, sirong in all thise
exterual attributes best ealenlsted to rivet the confidence of the
Persinns It the military strengih and nationl greatness of thuir
enerigetic allies ! '—Kaye's Life of Sie Jodn Waleolm.
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Lord Minto rejoiced in his arrival as enabling them
to discuss future measures by personal communication,
and ns an opportunity given to Maleolm ¢ to aequire a
juster notion* of his sentiments.

‘Imfmlhnvenutmmhmnﬂ the
sentiments T entertained concerning the general policy
adopted by him in Persia, but I note with satisfaction
that what appears to have been the least prudent and
judicions course has proved, as often happens in human
affaire, the most useful and advantageous.

¢ Since success was impossible, it is satisfactory to
have arrived at the knowledge of that fact as early as
possible, and sinee moderation and forbearanee could
have made no difference in the result, it is well that
his live of conduct hns asserted the power of our
country, and made manifest onr knowledge of the
influence under which Persia had adopted so hostile a
course,” !

General Maleolm’s information eonvinesd the Tndinn
Government that Persin was so entirely dependent on
France and Russin as to give no mission from England
u chanee of success.  This state of things wns not coea-
sioned by General Maleolm'’s conduet, as was proved
by the plain avowal at Shiraz of orders issued in the
most peremptory terms, before Maleolm's letters had
been received, to prohibit his advance. The motive
wag no less clearly demonstrated—the insistanece of the
French and Hussian Ambassadors, nceompanied with
menaces of an immediate rupture if the King's unwill-

! To Gonera! Hewitt, Commander-in-chief.
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ingness to break altogether with England were not
overcome,

Terror governed the conduct of Persia.

A French Ambassador could not but be absolute
when France offered the only visible and imaginable
protection agninst Russia.

All preparations for the despateh of military forces
to Persia, on n large scale, and for the purposes de-
tailed in the instructions carried with him by Maleolm,
were now set aside; but Lord Minto did not think it
advisable to remounce altogether *that interesting
quarter.” While refusing to entertain the whole scheme
elaborated by Malcolm on his sea voynge, for the con-
fusion of his enemies, Lord Minto, on the assumption
that Persia was fairly entangled in the schemes of
France and Russia, nccepted the suggestion that a
station on her coast might under the circumstances be
usefully oceupied by British troops. This statiom, * to
serve as o rendezvous, a dépdt, n point of departure
and & point of rotreat, as well as o centre of ohserva-
tiom,! was to be the Island of Corruck, at the mouth
of the Bassora river. It contnined only twelve square
miles, was healthy, and well supplied with water, and on
it Malealm hnd long cast covetous eyes.

The primary inducement to the adoption of that
plan (the occupation of Carrack) is that of placing
ourselves in such a posture ns might enable us to pursue
whatever system of mensures the progress of events
and the many pﬂnﬁi.hiﬁ turns and ﬂhﬁﬂgﬂl in the con-
duet of the adjacent countries might render expedient.
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“The separation of Persin from the cause of our
enemy is obviously hopeless at present. . . . If Persia
remains hostile to the last, and nothing is left but
to impede and obstruct the joint operations of that
Government and France, the post of Carrack ean alone
furnish the possibility of putting to profit such oppor-
tunities as may offer to make that attempt.

¢ To follow any other course would be to withdraw
ourselves from the whole of that important scene,
without divesting ourselves of the deep interest which
attaches to it. It wonld be to throw up the game
without withdmwing our stake, because the first deal
has not been favourable to our wishes.

+Views of a similar nature, but applied to Bagdad,
recommenid the same measure of an independent foot-
ing in the Gulf. It must at present no doubt be
considered as uncertain whether occasions will arise or
not ta call forth onr exertions in the quarter now under
consideration. The route of the French army muy be
very remote from the shores of the Gulf, and it may
happen that no effort of ours, either in the southern
provinces of Persia or in the territories of Bagdad, can
have any influence on the actual defence of Indin.

¢ This may be true,and our position and preparations
in the Gulf may not impossibly become the cause of
their own apparent inutility, by diverting the enemy
from the attempt in that direction. But in the first
place this is not certain, and we should leave an Tme=
portant post unguarided if, on any such speculation, we
should abandon that great means of our defence, and

L]
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resign the whole of the southern route to fortune, or,
to speak more justly, to the undisturbed progress
of the enemy. In the next place, as I have already
hinted, these mensures may accomplish their purpose
by impression alone, which, though its operation is
less pereeptible, may not be less efficient to its end,
and the sctual contest may be precluded by these
demonstrations alone that we are prepared to main-
tain it.'!

$There are so many turns and chanees in human
affuirs that 1 should think it highly imprudent to
abandon all connexion with the countries bordering on
the Gulf of Persin. If n partition of Turkey in Europe
were to take place, it wonld become advisable that we
should take some part in the affnirs of Asintic Turkey.
I should not play the whole game in this great match
if T neglected to provide a securs station for that pur-
pose.’

General Maleolm appeared to Lord Minto singularly
qualified for the exeeution of measures of this undefined
but eventually active, enterprising, and eomplieated
nature; and to him direction of them wos therefore to
b entrusted.  * Particular instruetions ennnot well be
framed for cases which are only seen in anticipation,
and may assume an almost, infinite variety of forms and
modifications; the defeet must be supplied by the
known talents, activity, and judgment of the man ; and
next by geneml prineiples lnid down for his guidance
which will embrace many particular points of conduet,

' To the Right Hon. B Dundas.
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and serve to regulate at least the general character of
the system ; the particulsrs of which will thus in its
execntion be more easily directed by himself.

¢In the result, as I fear no want of energy in
(ieneral Malcolm, so I am not apprehensive that those
restrictive principles by which it ought to be regulated,
and which have been fully inculeated both by written
instructions and by frequent personal advice and ad-
monition, will be in any degree forgotten.’

It is remarkable that, among the possible contin-
gencies commanding the attention of Indian statesmen,
the one never contemplated was that which actually
occurred,—namely, a check to the power of France in
Europe, decided enough to cause the abandoning of her
views on the East, and the withdrawal of her troops from
Persin. That France might do as she listed seemed to
have become an axiom in the politics of the time,

We must now revert to Sir Harford Jones.

He had arrived at Bombay in April, following
rapidly on his letter addressed from the Cape of Good
Hope to the Governor General, yet not rapidly enough
to arrest the departure of General Malcolm, which had
taken place before his arrival. He therefore remained
at Bombay to await the result of Maleolm’s mission—
o course warmly approved and encouraged by Sir James
Mackintosh, then Recorder of Bombay, and a hearty
admirer of General Maleolm.! -

When intelligence reached Caleutta of the probable

Wmumwﬂmmu:aaﬁpdwnm
befora h ﬁpﬂtmiﬂ:l’mi&
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fuilure of Maloolm’s negotiation and of his withdrawal
from Persin, the Governor General saw no further reason
for detaining Sir Harford in India,and he, to whom every-
thing relating to Persia had been unreservedly commu-
nicated, now received Lord Minto's authority to depart
on the mission to which he had been appointed in
England. This was on Angust 12. On the 22nd,
Malcolm resched Caleutta, and on the same duy, before
the Governor General in Council had finished reading
the despatches forwarded from the mouth of the
Hooghly & few hours before Mauleolm's arrival, orders
were sent to Sir H. Jones to await further instructions
at Bombay.

They appear to have had the effeet of quickening
his movements. He stood not on the order of his
going, but went at once. On the 29th a still more
wrgent communieation was addressed to him, after the
decision to ocenpy Carrack had been arrived nt; but,
when it reached Bombay, Sir Harford was on the high
weas, Tetters at that period seem usually to have taken
from eighteen to twenty days on the road between Cal-
cutta and Bombay. On this oceasion the raing caused
a delay of five days in the arrival of the express. From
Bombay it was despatched with great expedition after
Sir Harford in a quick sailing vessel, and would have
come up with him if she had not sprung a mnst and
been constrained to return to Bombay to repair,

Fortune at this juncture decidedly favoured Sir
Harford. It was obvious that the messures in contem-

plation could not be proceeded with while an Envoy,
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representing His Majesty, was on his way to Persia.
Some sanguine spirits entertained the belief that on
the receipt of Lord Minto's despatehes, Sir Harford's
re-embarkation would immediately follow on his arrival.
Lord Minto thought otherwise; and when, at the end
of September, he acquired intelligence that Sir Harford's
determination to proceed on his embassy had not been
shaken by the first despatch from Caloutta, relating
the circumstances under which Maleolm had withdrawn
from Persin, Lord Minto did not hesitate to snspend
the preparations which Maleolm had gone to Bombay
to superintend. On September 30 the Governor
(ieneral wrote to Maleolm that he had abendoned all
hope of arresting Sir Harford's departure, and that in
their ignomnee of the reception he might meet with in
Persia the expedition to Carrack must be necessarily
suspended. * We cannot commit hostilities in Persia
while the King of England is negotiating with the
King of Persia. . . . You will have to withdraw
Captain Pasley nnd all your establishment from Bushire.
There should be no possibility of jostling between any-
thing that is yours and Sir Harford Jones's—I mean,
no possibility of its being suspected or imputed by
him.! The letter ends with the remark that he had
great doubts of being able to contral Sir Harford from
Bengal, but that he had the right to do so, and should
assert it.

It must be remembered that at this time the
Government at Colentta was vonvinced of the Futility of
any negotintion with Persia, and of the reality of the
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designs against India entertained by those who guided
the counsels of the Persian Court. It followed that,
in their judgment, Sir Harford's procesdings were
gimply obstructive, ecausing loss of precions time,
But in the course of the winter a change came over
the views of Indian statesmen. The apprehension
of n French invasion had diminished, if it was nob
altogether removed, and in March 1809 Lord Minto
was able to write to General Maleolm, with many
expressions of regurd and of regret at the inevitable
disappointment the announcement he was about to
make must cause him, that he had determined to
abandon the expedition to the Persiin Gulf; the lust
information from England having satisfied him that
the affairs of Europe were sufficiently agitated to
preclude for a time, on the part of the French,
such difficult and distant projects as had enlled forth
the late policy and measures of the Indinn Govern-
ment,

* He knew that a struggle was to be maintained for
Spain, and had great hope, thank God, of that great
and noble cause.’

With this letter the story of the Persian mission
would have fitly ended, but the conduct pursued by Sir
Harford Jones, on receiving in Persia the despatches
forwarded to him after his hasty departure from Bom-
bay, produced results which cannot be passed over in
silence. All disputes are unpleasant to relate, more
especinlly when in such a life a8 Lord Minto's they jur
upon one like a false note in music ; but us this episode

K
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has been frequently, and not always accurately related,
it is necessary to treat of it in some detail.

It has been represented that the despatch of two
missions to Persin had arisen from the jealousy enter-
tained by the Indinn Government of nn Envay from
the Crown. This was not the ense. The resolution to
appoint an Envoy to represent both Crown and Com-
pany had been taken with Lord Minto's knowledge and
participation, before he left England. He had donbt-
Jess strongly urged the propriety of selecting the in-
dividual to fill the office from the Indian service, which
contained many eminent men well qualified for
the post; but the advice reluted to the choice of
the individual Envoy, not to the mature or source of
his powers; concerning these there had been no discus-
sion or difference of opinion. For nine months after
his arrival in India Lord Minto heard no word of Sir
Harford Jones, beyond the faet of his having been
celected for the mission to Persia, to include a prelimi-
nary mission to St. Petershurg. In the mennwhile
events were hurrying on: the circumstances under
which the appointment had been made, and the Ministry
who made it, had changed. The state of affairs in Persin
‘was urgent. It eaused, as we hinve seen, great anxiety
in England as well as in India. Lord Minto eonse-
quently deemed it his duty to send a mission from
Judia to Persin on the distinet understanding that
‘Colonel Maleolm, to whom he entrusted it, was not to
present his eredentials if he found Sir Harford Jones
there. In that cuse he was to subside into the agent
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of the Governor General. But even this secondary
position originally assigned to him was cancelled im-
medintely on the receipt of Bir Harford Jones's commu-
nication from the Cape.

Instructions were gent forthwith to Maleoln to
abandon Persin, and undertake the mission to Bagdad.
But in those days weeks were requisite for the transit
of letters to Persia, and it does not appear that the
arders of recall had reached Malcolm before his hurried
departure from Bushire. When, at o subsequent
period, Lord Minto sought to arrest Sir Harford's em-
barkation at Bombay, it was under the convietion that
the time for profitable negotiation was past. His desire
that there ghould be no elashing or jostling between
Maleolm and Jones hns been stated. What then was
the canse of the bitter strife which reams of paper still
exist to prove, if not the action of Sir H. Jones in re-
pudiating the authority of the Government of India,
in the higher chumeter of representative of His
Majesty ? On his arrival in Persia he found that the
uspect of things had entirely changed during the three
months which had elapsed sinee Maleolm's departure,
French promises had not been followed by performance ;
the Persinn Conrt had cooled towards their new friends,
and had grown alarmed st the prospect of n rupture
with their powerful neighbour in Indis.  On the receipt
of the intelligence contained in the despatches to Sir
Harford Jones from Caleutta, of the intended expedition
agninst Carrack, anger was added to apprehension.
Thereupon Sir Harford saw no better wny of restoring

xi
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the equanimity of the Persian Court, and of smoothing
his own advance to Teheran, than to give them the
assurance that a greater than the Governor General
stood before them in his own person. Throwing off all
allegiance to the Indisn Government he proceeded to
give a solemn pledge that mo aggression should be
committed on the dominions of the King of Persin as
long as he displayed a wish to preserve amicable rela-
tions with the King of Great Britain.

How these pretensions were viewed at Caloutta will
be best shown in the following extracts from the corre-
spondence of the Governor (teneral in Council with the
Secret Committee, They distinetly state the nature of
the powers with which Sir H. Jones had been invested,
and also the responsibilities which attached to the
Indian Government.'

«As we have already observed in our despatch to
your Honourable Committee of January 20, we conceive
that it was the express intention of Government in
England in acceding to the request of the Hononrable
the Court of Directors, that Sir Harford Jones might
he vested with diplematie functions on the part of the
(Crown, to add weight and eonsequence to the authority
of the local Government of India, and that it was the
special duty of Sir H. Jones rather to combine than to
separnte the two anthorities, and to employ the one us
the means of adding dignity and efficiency to the other.
We conceive that though Sir H. Jones was vested with
4 commission from the throme, he was bound by the

' Bxtract from sccret and separate general letter, April 3, 1800,
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spirit and letter of the orders which necompanied that
commission to act exclusively under the instructions of
your Honourable Committes and of the Honourable
Company's Government in India.

¢In Mr. Secretury Canning’s instructions to Sir
H. Jones of August 28, 1807, it is stated that “the
Court of Directors of the E. L. Company, having repre-
sented to His Majesty's ministers, through the President
of the Commissioners for the affairs of Indin, that the
mission with which Sir H. Jones was charged to the
Court of Persia would be likely to experience a more
favourable reception at that Court if he were directly
aceredited from His Majesty, nnd enabled to bring
forward in His Majesty’s name the different propo-
gitions which he might be instructed to submit to
the considerstion of the Persian Government, Mr.
Secretary Conning had received His Majesty's eom-
mands to authorise Sir H. Jones to assume the character
of His Majesty’s Envoy to the Court of Perzin." It ie
further distinetly stated in the same letter, that the in-
structions by which Sir H. Jones's conduct in the execn-
tion of his mission was to be guided, he wonld reeeive
from the Court of Directors of the E. L. Company, or
the Secret Committee, or from their Government in
Indin; and to those instructions Sir H. Jones was
desired to eonform. Siv H. Jones was at the same
time nuthorised to sign in His Majesty's name any
treaty which in pursuance of these imstructions he
might have occasion to negotinte with the ministers of
the King of Persia, but was informed that, in the event
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of his being directed to hold out any prnmine‘uf pecu-
niary or military assistance, such engagements were to
be made only in reference to the forces actually in
India, and to the funds of the E. I. Company, by whom
wll the expenses sttending his mission were to be
defrayed.

¢ Your Honourable Company did at the same time
communicate to Sir H. Jones the general objects of his
mission, and direet him as preseribed in Mr. Secretary
(lanming's letter to conform to such instructions as he
might receive from their Company's Government in
Iudia for the accomplishment of these ohjects,

¢It cannot be necessary to enter into any diseus
sivn for the purpose of demonstrating the inconsist-
ency of our being charged with the defence and security
of Indin against the dangers in which the mission to
Persin originated, without possessing power to direct
the negotintion with that Court, or to control the con-
duct of the minister deputed there; without being at
liberty to determine the point of time at which negotia-
tion should be undertaken ; to judge whether or not
the prosecution of it is compatible with the honour and
interests of the Government committed to our charge,
or to limit or extend the engagement for which we are
exclusively responsible.

¢ A state of affairs may readily be supposed which
would render the prosecution of a mission to Persia on
the part of the British power, utterly subversive of the
dearest interests of this country. In such a case it
cannot be contended that the apppointment of a
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ministef accredited to the Court of Persia by the su-
thorities in England, under the contemplation of a
different condition of affairs, should supersede n discre-
tionary power, on the part of the local Government,
to require him to suspend the exercise of his ministerial
functions ; or that a minister so appointed, proceeding
without the authority of this Government, or in direct
opposition to it, is empowered by his pommission to
pledge its faith to the adoption of & course of mensures,
not only unsanctioned by the Government on which
the execution of those measures must depend, but
expressly declared to be incompatible with its homour
and interest. The assumption of such a power is the
assumption of the government of this country, not the
pxercise of the ministerial powers delegated by the
Crown to its accredited envoy. It is the assumption
of power which the throne itself never claimed ; and it
i= a direct opposition, not only to the spirit, but to the
very letter of His Majesty’s eommands.’

Lord Minto, deseribing the grounds on which the
supreme Government of India had hitherto carried on
the connection with Persia, continues : ¢ By the luws
which have been framed for the management of the
honourable Company’s affuirs, the local Government of
this country is vested with the power attached to
soversiguty. It is empowered to administer civil and
eriminal justice, to levy war, and to conclode peace,
1t is cqually essential to the preservation of this valu-
able branch of the British Empire that the Btates of
Asin should consider the British establishment in India
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in the light of a soversign State, as that the Govern-
ment should actunlly exercise the powers annexed
to it.

¢In this character, the Company's Government has
legitimately vegotiated by means of ambassadors, and
voncluded trenties with the State of Persia on a footing
of equulity. In this chareter, the State of Persin hns
besn acenstomed to eonsider the British Government
in India as vested with absolute authority to employ
its resources in aid of the Persinn monnrch as am
ally, or to direct its power against him as an enemy.
It i& in this character alone that we have been ennbled
to obtain those munifestations of respect, that regard
to the elaims of dignity, which, amongst all nations of
the world, but in a specinl degree among Asintic States,
are essentinl to the maintenance of real power in the
gcitle of political interest, This acknowledged character,
gs it constituted the basis, so it must form the cement
of our external relutions. To depreciate therefore that
estimation of the power, and the dignity of the British
Government in India, which, under a sense of its im-
portaniee, we have successfully laboured to preserve
smongst neighbouring States, is to fix upon the British
Giovernment the stigma of deceit, to affect the reputa-
tion of our public faith, and to expose us to much of the
danger arising from a real loss of power and anthority,
by diminishing that awe and respect with which this
Government has hitherto been contemplated, and. on
which the tranquillity and security of the British
dominion in India mainly depend.’
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In the meanwhile Sir Harford had succeeded in
negotiating a preliminary treaty, and had prevailed on
the King of Persin to send an Ambassador to England
in company with Mr. Marier.!

The draft of this treaty was sent to the Indian
Government for ratification, accompanied by o letter
from the King of Persia to the Governor Genernl, which
was conched in language that the Indian suthorities
deemed to be intentionally disrespectful. Writing to
Maleolm on June 27, 1808, Lord Minto snid : ¢ Mr.
Edmonstone tells me that in every circumstance nnd
form of language it is wanting in the respect which has
till now been rendered to the station of Governor General.
1t acquaints me with the arrival of an Eovey from
the King of England, and the conclusion of a treaty of
allisnes between the two Crowns., It therefore requires
me to give effect to the intentions of the two monar-
chies and of my Sovereign, by attending to the due
and strong execution of all the conditions agreed on.’

This letter was looked upon as amounting to

! In n Jetter of the fallowing yenr Mise Ellict wrote to her
fathor that ¢ the new Persian Ambasspdor who came home with Mr.
Morier is wery handsome and extremely admired by the Iadies,
Same people suspoct be is “ ne waiter, but o Kolght Templar iy dis.
grwisr,” or mther no Ambassador, but s renegnde Jow, Bomoe wise
min ssked him i b adored the sun (n Persiag he aaid, * ¥o, not in
Persta, but be should adore i in England if hie happeoed to see it."
There 1 only one lady who an speak Persisn to him, a Miss
Metealfe, who eracks Persinn jokes to him, and lsughs in Torsian,
just ns if it was English. They way of contsa he inin love with ber,
bt having two or three doxen wives already, there is no room for
her, the more’s the pity.'—This Persian Envoy is the hero of Mr,
Marier's entertnining work, The Advewtures of Hajji Baba.
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deposition of the Government of India from the sovereign
powers with which it had been invested.

Lorl Minto did not hesitate to ratify the treaty,
knowing that the public fuith of England was thereby
engnged, but he sent. instrugtions to Persin disavowing
the public charmeter of the Ambassador, and desiring
him to quit Persin immediately, on pain of having his
bills dishonoured.!

This was in the summer of 1808, but so slow wers
the communications with England, that a twelvemonth
elapsed before the final decision of the Home Govern-
ment to assume the sole direction of diplomatic reln-
tions with Persin, reached Indin, While still believing
the conduct of affairs in Persin to remain with the
Giovernment of [ndin, Lord Minto thought it his duty
to re-pssert their elnim to supreme authority over all
their agents in the East,

¢ To despise is to weaken. Reputation is Power'—
snid an English writer well versed in the knowledge
of courts snd men. So thinking, Lord Minto nsked

¥ The chiel points of the treaty were, that any tronty mode with
other European powers should be eonsidered void ; that no fores
commanded by Europeans shonld be permitted to march throngh
Persin towards Indin; and that, I any European srmy invaded
Parsian territory, the Dritish Government should afford the aid of a
military foree or sobsidy. *The last point is the only one of im-
partance,” wrote Lord Minto to Sir Gore Ouseley, ‘and in my
fudgment it s frmught with mischievons eonseguences amd may
entndl very grave ones.' This opinion wos justified by the events of
18967, when, Rossia and Persin belng at war, these stipolstions
wers not fulfilled by England ; Mr. Canning being War Secretary at
thee thme, Russia was alloweid largely to extend her tesritories st the
qxponse of the State which by the treaty of Teberan England was
tmnd to defend,
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Colonel Malcolm onee more to undertake a mission to
Persia, from whence it was helieved that Sir H. Jones
had retired in pursuance of the orders from Caleutta.
He, however, had received orders from the Foreign
Office in England to await the arrival of an Ambassador
from His Majesty—Sir Gore Ouseley, who in pursu-
ance of the new arrangement, was on his way to Persin.
Thus it happened that Maleolm and Sir Harford Jomes
mot at last in Persin, To Maleolm were given the
honotirs of the situation by the King, who had a per-
sonal regard for him, and created for his specinl behoof
a new order of Imighthund.antiﬂed that of the * Lion
and the Sun.’

But Sir Harford Jones earried away the more sub-
stantial satisfaction of having exécuted n treaty, which
though it received much eriticism from the Indian
Government, was accepted and ratified.!

(One of the disadvantages which eould not but acerue
to the diplomacy of the Company's Government by
* fhe withdrawal of Persin from the sphere of its opera-
tions, was seen when it appeared that, by an article of
the treaty negotisted at Teheran by Sir Harford Jones,
it was stipulated that, in case of war between Persin and
Afghanistan, ¢ His Majesty the King of Great Britain
should not take any part therein, unless ot the desire
of both parties;” while, in ignornee of the existence
of any such agreement, Mr, Elphinstone had been nu-
thorised to form a defensive allianee with Afghnnistan

' Tt was not finally axecuted till 1814, when the name of Husaia
was substitnted for that of France,
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against an attack from Persin, as was stated in the treaty
signed at Caleutta on June 17, of the same year, 1809,
Yet Persin and Cabul were both necessary members of
the confederncy with which the Indian Government
had proposed to resist an invasion of Indis.
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CHAPTER VI.

LAHORE.

I5 order to obtain an uninterrupted view of all the
circumstances connected with the Persian mission, they
have been related without reference to other mensures,
which were simultaneously earried out and directed to
the sume object—nnmely, the formation of defensive
allinnees with the independent States on the North-
Western frontier of India.

In & minute by the Governor General, September
15, 1808, it is remarked that even ghould France
succeed in establishing an ascendancy in Persia, much
would remain to be accomplished before India could be
successfully invaded, and the hostility of the interjacent
States, especially if seconded by the co-operation of thae
British power, might yet be expected to frustrate the
design, or at least to reduce the invading army to a -
gree of debility which would give our troops a decided
superiority in the field. The importance to our interests
of previously establishing with these States a direct
communieation was obvious. -

It was therefore proposed to send missions to the
States lying on and beyond the IIHiUS—IﬂhU!.‘E: Cabul,
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and Scinde—for the purpose of orgunising a system of
defensive alliances, based on a4 common interest in re-
sisting the advance of an invading foree,

The Home Government had been prepared by
despatches of o previons date for the measures carried
out in the summer of 1808. In a letter to the Pre-
sicdent of the Board of Control, February 10 of that
year, Lord Minto had written :

LIf the views of the enemy should estend to the
direct invasion of India by an army proportioned to that
uniertaking, their march must probahbly be to the Indus,
and must lead through the kingdom of Cabul and the
territories of Lahore, as well as through the countries of
several independent chiefs situated between Persia and
the Company’s possessions, It has appeared to be ex-
tremely desirable to push forward a British agency as
far beyond our own frontiers, and ns near the countries
from which the enemy is to take his departure, as pos-
sihle. "We have not, till of late, had much inducement
to frequent or to make much enquiry concerning the
eountries beyond the Indus; and there are difficulties
attending the usual means of establishing an amicable
intercourse with those governments or their subjeets.
We cannot safely rely on the fidelity or discernment
of nntive agents, either for furnishing information
or accomplishing any politien]l ohjects our interests
mwight require. I understand that the employment of
Europeans in such services would be subject to great
difficulties. Regular and avowed embassies, which wonld
furnish oceasion to the fixed residenee, during periode
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like the present, of Europeans properly qualified in those
countries, would undoubtedly be best caleulated to fulfil
my present views, which aim, first at obtaining early
intelligence of the enemy's designs, and secondly at
casting obstucles to his progress, The practicability of
obtaining a reception for such embassies as 1 have
alluded to, at any Court beyond the Indus, is still to be
enguired into.

The most formidable obstacle to any suecessful
combination with the Western States was to be found
in their mutual jealousics nnd conflicting interests.
Between the Jumna—at thst time the British frontier
—and the Sutlege, the country was ocoupied by inde-
pendent prineipalities belonging to the semi-religions,
semi-military commonwealth of the Sikhs. Beyond
the Sutlege, the territory known as the Punjaub, also
occupied by Sikhs, was under the rule of Runjeet
fingh, Rajah, or rather Maharajal, of Lahore—a prinee
distinguished for military capacity and ambition, whose
dominions had rapidly increased since the downfull of
the Mahratta power, and whose intention of extending
them by further conquests over the Sikh chieftuing
enstward of the Sutlege had roused the watchfulness of
the Indian Government. Beyond the Indus lay the
kingdom of Cabul—the remains of a once splendid
empire, which had extended from the Jumna to the
Caspinn Sea, from the Oxus to the Persian Gulf. Of
this country searcely anything was known before Lord
‘Minto sent to it the embassy of Mr. Mountstuart
Flphinstone. The Stnt&l immedintely surrounding it
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had been earved out of its ancient dominions, and Persia,
Lahore, and Scinde were therefore equally the ohjects
of its open or covert hostility, Among these rival po-
tentates it became the duty of the Indinn Government
to decide whose alliance would be the most valnable,
and ta discover whether any of their conflicting interests
were inveterately antagouistic to our own. Unluekily
it proved that the Rajah of Lahore, whose territory lay
in the track of every invader of India, was at onee our
most necessary ally and our most dangerons neigh-
b,

In the stringent instructions given to Lord Minto
by the Company, to observe a policy of non-intervention
in the affairs of States beyond our borders, it does not
appear that any rules were laid down for the case of
an urgent appeal by them for such intervention. A
claim, based on the right of the weak powers to obtain
protection from the stronger, had been made during the
administration of Sir G. Barlow, by the Sikh prineipal-
ities lying between the Britishfrontiers and the Punjaub,
which, after the overthrow of the Mahratta supremacy
in those regions by the arms of Lord Wellesley, were
unahle to protect themselves against the encroachments
of Runjeet Singh. The appeal had been met with a
refusal ; and what appears to be the inevitable result
among populations in similar conditions, had ensued
—the power and influence resigned by the Indian
Government were transferred to another. The Rajuh
of Lahore, in his chamcter of protector over his brother
Sikhs, now threatened us with the establishment of a
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formidable military power on our frontier, ¢ Runjeet,'
wrote Lord Minto, ¢ had alone been induced to meditate
the extension of his dominions over the territories
between the Sutlege and Jumna, by a manifestation of
our intention not to exercise those rights of supremacy
over the southern Sikhs which had been exercised by
the Mahrattas. If we had not at an enrly period of
time declared the Sikh chiefs to be entirely independent
of our control; if at the time when the Rajah pro-
jected his first invasion of those territories we hud
declared & resolution to protect them; or even if we
bind attended to the united solicitations of the chiefs
of those territories about the middle of last year to
protect them aguinst a second projected invasion, by
aunouneing that resolution, no doubt can be entertained
that the mere declarstion of it would have been suf
ficient to deter Runjeet Singh from the execution of his
design.’

To prevent him from ecarrying it out was an impe-
rative duty on the part of the Government, which Lord
Minto did not hesitate to scknowledge; but the im-
medinte importance of seeuring his co-operution in a
system of common resistance to an invading force
made it unadvisable to proceed to extremitios on hehalf
of the southern Sikhs, until all diplomatic methods had
been exhausted to obtain his renuncistion of further
conguests in the direction of Hindostan.
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*March 1 08!

¢ Although as a general principle we cordially recog-
nige the wisdom and the justice of abstaining from all
interference in the contests, disputes, and concerns of
States with which we are unconnected by the obli-
gations of alliance, and are fully convinced of the
embarrnssments and inconvenience of extending our
protection to petty chieftains, who are unable to protect
their territories from the aggressions of more powerful
neighbours, yet we are disposed to think that cnses
may ocenr in which s temporary deviation from these
general principles may be o mensure of defensive
policy, the negleet of which might be productive of
much more danger and embarrassment than the
prosecution of it, and that the certnin resolution of
the Rajuh of Lahore to subjugate the States situnted
hetween the Sutlege and the frontier of sur dominion
would, under other circumstances than the present,
constitute a case on which, on grounds of self-defence;
the interposition of the British power, for the purpose
of preventing the execution of such a project, would be
equally just and prudent. Yet the secomplishment
of the more important views already deseribed seems
evidently incompatible with a rupture with him.’

It wns repsonable to suppose that the Courts of
Lahore and Cnbul wounld consider such missions ns
were in contemplation as a peculiar distinetion ealeula-
ted togive them oconsequence in the eyes of surrounding

& Despateh to the Seerct Committos, par. 91,




Fr. 57]  MINUTE BY GOVERNOR GENERAL. 147

powers; nevertheless the Governor General did not
consider it either necessary or expedient to suffer the
prosecution of the measure to depend upon the result
of a previous reference to those Courts. He therefore
proposed to despatch envoys to both Courts withont:
delay.

The personal solicitude with which he watched over
the preparatory arrangements for the missions is shown
by n minute in his handwriting, stating the grounds
on which lie deemed it his duty to disallow s measure
proposed by the Commander-in-chief, General Hewitt,
namely, the appointment of two officers of high runk
to accompuny the missions for the purpose of making
a surviy of the country for military purposes.

tJune 1808,

¢ It must always be with much concern that I find
myself under the necessity of objecting to any mea-
sire proposed by the Commander-in-ehief, especially
on oceasions of importance, and on points on which
his Exeellency appears to have formed a decided
opinion, It is the importance of the proposition, how-
ever, recommended by his Excellency’s minute, which
constrains me, after o full and anxious consideration of
the subject, to state the objections which in my mind
oppose its immediate adoption. . . . For a due con-
gideration of this subjeet it is necessary to keep in
mind the proper object which is proposed by these

' Minute on proposal made by Commander-in-chisf,
Ll
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missions, and the particulur cirewmstances under which
they are undertaken.

“The ohject proposed is to concilinte the Princes
who govern the States of Cabul and Lahore, to obtain
their consent to the passage of our troops through
their country, or their admission into their territories,
for the purpose of opposing o French army in their
projected invasion of Hindostan ; snd our hope also is
to establish such defensive engagements with those
Governments as may obtain their co-operation, or nt
least their friendly aid and assistance, to our military
operations and to our canse generally,

¢1 nm persunded that the Commonder-in-chief will
ngree with me in considering it at least as questionable
whether, in the event of Cabul and Lahore proving
hostile or becoming so, it would be advisable to pene-
trate throngh their countries or to enter them at all.

£1t is well known that the habitual and undistin-
guishing jeslousy which is the personal character of
Runjeet Singh, and is snid to charncterise also the
regions in which his territories are situnted, has been
directed specifically agminst the British Government.
He is pware that our interests and principles are un-
favoursble to some of the ehief objects of his ambition ;
and, in addition to this particulsr cause of distrust;
means have been found to create in his mind a still
stronger jealousy—amounting almost to personal ap-

*1t is certain that our endeavours to open s com-
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mumieation with Cabul, and to establish intimate
relntions with that State, will furnigh abundant matter
of unensiness, and supply fresh food to the jealonsy
alrendy entertsined by Hunjeet Singh, both of Cabul
and of our Government.

£It is the business of the proposed mission of Mr,
Metealfe to remove these suspicions, and to plant in
their room the seeds of confidence and union. This
must be done in my opinion by a frank, open, and sin-
core avownl of our nltimute ohjects ; and the best sup-
port which can be given to our negotiation must be a
sorupulons and delieats conduct in every point of our
intercourse  with him. . . . The progress of two
officers, especially of the distingnished rank and station
proposed in his Exeellency’s minute, through the terri-
tories of Lahore, without, permission or even nny inti-
mation of their intention, for the avowed purpose, or, if
not avowed, for a purpose which cannot be otherwise
than obvious, if the mission is to have any effeet, would
be an oecurrence ealenlated to awaken the suspicion of
less jealons governments than that of Runjeet Singh.
I confess it appears to me highly improbable that these
officers would be allowed to advance a step, after the
intelligenee of their operations should have reached the
ears of Runjeet Singh ; nor could anyone, in my opinion,
answer for the personal safety of these gentlemen. If
they should sttempt to cover their proceedings under
any eonncction with the politieal mission, it would only
make the ease worse; becanse it would give to the
whole measure an air of artifice and deception which
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must preclude all hopes of eonciliating the confidence
of Runject Singh.

«With regard to Cabul the objection is precisely
similar. With the King of that country we have
never had any intercourse whatever, I hope that a
sense of common danger, and o ren] identity of interests,
may in the very sble hands to which that mission
is eommitted, become a foundation of solid union and
of gealous and efficient co-operation. But here the
work of confidence is to begin. All is yet to doy
and I rely for suceess—here as #t Luhore—only on
the candid explanation of our true nud veal purpose,
countenanced and supported by a generil sincerity of
demeanour and by the absence of all those traces of
indireet and collaternl design which, while they
frequently fail in their own object, are very apt teo
frustrate and disappoint every other with which they
are in any way connected.'

The minute ends thus +—* Speaking purely of mili-
tary advantages, my opinion, T confess, is that the
movement and operation of troops, as well as the
sucoess of n enmpnign, would be more facilitated and
favoured by the friendship and assistance of the country
which is the theatre of their operations without a pre-
vious topographieal knowledge of the groond, or military
report of its condition and resources, than by the pos-
gpasion of that knowledge in o hostile country.’

Mr. Metcalfe ' wns the envoy selected for the mission

! Afterwands Lord Metealfe. Late Governor General of Indin,
Governor of Jamales, und Governor General of Canada.
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to the Punjaub, and & more difficult task than that
entrusted to him cnn hardly be conceived—to woo the
great Rajah to an alliunce, while refusing him the
increase of territory on which he had set his heart.
Charles Metealfe was ut this time twenty-three years of
age; he was a lad of nineteen when Lord Wellesloy sent
him as political officer to the head-quarters of Lord
Lake, where a combination of tact and spirit hisd
established his reputation as one of the most promising
of the younger civilians. On Lord Minto's arrival in
Iudia no name was brought before him with higher
encominms; and when selected for the most delicate
of palitieal missions, it wans entrusted to his sole
charge. He *was to move’ we are told ¢ without
seeroturies, nssistants, or dttachés; a military escort
was to be provided, and a proper establishment
of moonshees, writers, and servants was to be fur-
nished. But the work of diplomacy was left entirely
{o his unaided counsels’! He was to be the pioneer
of the mission to Cabul. Besides collecting and com-
mumicating every information, political, geographical,
and topographical, concerning the country he was
desputehed to, together with the real disposition of its
ruler, the state of his government, troops, resources,
&, hie was to push his reconnaissances, by means aof
socrel mews-writers, to Cabul, Cashmere, Peshawur,
{‘onduhar, Herat, and s far as possible into the in-
terior of Persia.

¥ Kaye's Corrrapondence af Lord Aletealfe,
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It was not the magnitude of an undertaking which
would have dannted the men of those days,

Metealfe left Delhi on August 12, during the monsoon
of 1808 ; on September 12 he reached Runjeet’s enmp
near the Sutlege, after a weary march over a eountry
under water. Rains from above, quagmires below, had
reduced the appearance of his sseort to that with which
Sir John Falstaff objected to march through Coventry,
and Metealfe was not without some similar sentiments,
But when the Hajnh contpnted himself with sending
his Prime Minister and an escort of 2,000 men to meet
him on his arrival, the young Envey thought he might
have come himself, and was eareful to let it be under
stood that, whether in purple or in rags, he came to
treat as the representative of British power ; and Run-
jeet—who possibly experienced some such feeling as that
expressed by Hyder Ali to Goenernl Maleolm, ¢TIt is
not what T see, but what I do not see, that I fear'—
received him ever after as became his ambassadorinl
character,

Before the purpose of the mission was opened, its
mere arrival had sufficed to awaken the jealousy and
suspicions of Runjeet Singh. When its ohject appenred
to be to gain his aid in counteracting the advance of
hostile armies into India, the Rajah made it manifest
that his eo-operation, against a danger which produced
no great impression on Lis mind, was only to be seeured
by the furtherance on the part of the Company of his
own designs against the territories of the independent
Sikhs. On finding that no promise of eountenance to
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these designs formed part of Mr. Metealfe's instruc-
tions, the Sikh Prince suddenly broke up hiscamp and
proceeded to cross the river and attack the coveted
torritories, Then begun a weary period of marehing
and counter-marching,—of fruitless negotiations and
helpless aequiescence in the spolistion of those whom
Metealfe's employers proposed ultimately to protect ;
while the Government. at Caleutta looked on, not without
anger, but with the determination to aveid a rupture
while it wns yet uncertain whether the big eloud in
the distant horizon was to burst upon them or to dis-
[perse.

During this period of doubt and suspense Metealfe's
qualifications as n first-rate diplomatist were brought
to the test. Nothing eould excesd, we are tald, the
lucidity of his despatehes, or the tact, skill, patience,
and dignity with which he conduneted these eritieal
negotintions and finally carried all his points. It is
impossible not to be struck hy the respectful attention,
the warm approbation, with which the practised states-
men of Caleutta received the reports and adopted the
siggestions of a youth of twenty-three.

We have largely developed since then our systems
of education, but it is questionable whether any system
of mental training can equal that of early initintion into
important and responsible business.  As Goethe says :—

Es Lildet sich ein Talént in der Stille,
Sich ein Charseter in dom Strom dor Welt.

Had the Goverument at this juncture taken o mare
decided course, and prohibited the further acquisitions
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of Runjest Singh, * they must,’ wrate Lord Minto,' ¢ have

at once to employ a military force for the
purpose of affording open and immediate protection to
the Sikhs, For to declare that we do not consent to
the proposed conquests, and at the same time to loak
on while they are achieved, is a contradiction caloulated
alike to alienate the Sikhs and to provoke the enmity
of Runjeet Singh.! But though temporising, they were
pot idle. The Commander-in-chief received orders to
prepare for an advance, and a private letter to hiin
from Lord Minto shows that in the event of serious
resistance from Runjeet, it was in the contemplation of
Giovernment to substitute a friendly for a hostile power
between our frontier and the Indus. ¢ There is reason
to believe that a considerable portion of the country
usurped by Runjeet Singh is strongly disaffected, andl
should any grand effort be made, and be erowned with
success, nothing would be more advantageous to our
interests than the substitution of friends and dependants
for hostile and rival powers througheut the country
between our frontier and the Indus.’

These more extensive designs, depending on the
oomtingeney of o failure in the negotiations with Runjeet
Singh, were not destined to be carried ont.  When from
Europe cume assurance that the arch-disturber of the
world's pence had turned his mind from Asintic conquests
to others nearer home, the Indian Government prepared
to withdraw from the more considerable undertakings
which were required for the security of our Indian

4 Oalentte, November 15, 1808, '
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frontier. But with the cessation of their apprehensions
on the larger question, ceased also the necessity for an
allinnee with Bunjeet Singh at the expense of those it
was the desire and the interest of the Government to
protect.  Mr. Metcalfe was informed that the Govern-
went had come to the conclusion that the approxima-
tion of the Rajah of Lahore’s military dominion to the
Company’s possessions, and the introduction of his power
into Hindostan, would expose to imminent hagard the
tranquillity and security of the British possessions.
Upon principles purely defensive, the Government con-
sidered it incumbent upon them *to appose the extension
on the Indian side of the Sutlege of an amhitious and
military power, which would be substituted upon our
frontier for a confederacy of friendly chiefs rendered
grateful by our protection and interested in our couse,’
e was desired to declare, nnd enforce, if necessury, the
resolution of the Government o confine the dominions
of Lahore within their ancient limits, and to inform the
Rajah that it was the design of the Indian Government
to establish a military post near the frontier of the
Punjanh, not only for the security of the independent
Bikhs, but, as our advanced post, to be eonnected with
future defensive arrangements aguinst the approach of
an enemy from the quarter of Persia.

The sacrifices demanded of Runjeet were not to be
wholly without compensation. It had long been his
desire to form a treaty of general amity with the
tjovernment of Calentta, by which the territories of
pach Power should be respected by the other. * Although
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he mistrusted the sincerity of verbnl professions of
nmity, he believed that implicit confidence might he
reposed on the validity of onr written engagements.’
Lord Minto was not of those, who, according to the
Eastern proverh, show nothing of the lion but his claws ;
Mr. Metealfe was thevefore instructed to conclude the
desired treaty with the Rajabh whenever the previously
stated conditions were accepted.

When the final decision of the Covmeil of Caleutta
reached their Envoy, he was at Umritsur, where the Rajah
had betaken himself to rest and recrestion after the
futignes of war, Hevellings and feastings hnd sucoeeded
to military conflicts, and it beenme as diffienlt to find
the Rajah sober as it had been to overtake him at all.
When at last the communication of the Government
was oonveyed to him, the immediate effect upon him
was that of *a shock which sobered him at once.
Next day he took sdvantage of s disturbance hatween
the Hindoos and Mussulmans of his holy eity to remove
to Lahore ; but there too Metealfe followed him, and
at last the Rajah was brought to bay. The time for
defiance as well as for conciliation was past. He must
submit. to retire to- his ancient limits, to restore his
late conguests, and to learn that n British foree was
advancing to see that the work was done. With praise-
worthy self-restraint Runjeet received the decres in
silence ; then, turning on his heel, left the room. A few
minutes more, and the astonished Envoy, looking from
the window, saw him madly galloping his favourite horse
round and round the courts of the palsce. Metealfe
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described the nction as one of ¢ surpassing levity :* it was
maore probably the instinet of a proud and fierce nature
aiming at self-mastery. But the struggle was not over ;
many weary months were still to pass, and many were
the shiftings of purpose und of place, before, on April 25,
1509, the treaty was signed which advanced the frontier
of British India from the Jumna to the Sutlege.

By it the contructing parties bound themselves to
respect each other's territories, anid the tresty was never
infringed to the day of the Rujul’s death.

This was perhaps the most decisive moment of
Runjeet's career. The last great event of his life was
General, Lord Auckland, when he, with his sisters,
visited Lahore in 1888, They, the nephew snd nieces
of Lord Minto, were in the Upper Provinces when the
old man died ; and our last sight of the great Sikh is in
Miss Eden's letters from < Up the Country.

Thirty years had brought about many changes.
The tide of Runjeet’s conquests, foreibly arrested in the
east, had rolled back over the territories of many
chiof whose palaces had been made desolate, whose holy
places waste. Nor had those of the great King of Cabul
been spared; from Peshawur to Mooltan all was the
Sikh's. With the increase of dominion and dignity had
increased the Oriental magnificence of his surroundings,
Gold and gems were spread with lavish hands on all
things pertaining to him—from the sacred temple of
his holy city to the trappings of his steeds. But if
there was less of martial simplicity than in his early



158 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. [1809

lsbits and surroundings, there was far more of warlike
pomp in the display in which his eye delighted ; the
English visitors were not left in doubt that the Sikhs
and their Ruler were more even than of yore what
their great teacher had proposed to make them—Lions
of the Punjaub—* Lions of God like the liop-like men
of Moah?' But thirty years before, the facts would
not have been recorded by an English lady after a
morning spent in quietly sketehing under the limes and
the ornnges of the Shalimar gardens.

Metealfe's relutions with Lord Minto during his
mission to Lahore passed rapidly into those of mutual
regnrd. On his return. to the seat of Government he
wans added to the establishment as deputy to Mr:
Edmonstine—* for’ wrote Lord Mimto to his wife, *1
have Intely eomceived n very high opinion of his talents
and charncter, and porticularly of his cool Juilgment
and concilintory disposition.’ And a little later om,
when Metealfe had fallen into habits of intimacy in the
society of Government House he wrote again—*he
really is the ugliest and most agresable clever person—
except Lady Glenbervie—in Europe or Asia.'

Lord Minto's warm regard for him was ghown il
many & kindly letter, some of which are preserved in
his biogruphy ; while the estimation in which he held
the young diplomatist was evidenced by the high
appointments in which he placed him; and we know
from private sources that these cordinl feelings were
veturned with an almost filinl veneration.

I & Bnmuel, xxiii. 90
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CHAPTER VIL

Or the three grest missions sent out from British
India in the course of 1808, the last—to the King of
Uabul—was by no means the least interesting to the
Governor General,  Personnlly unacquainted with Mr.
Mountstunrt Elphinstone, Lord Minto had formed a
very high opinion of his chareter and attainments,
All men agreed that no better choice could have been
made for an Envey to what was still one of the mest
polished of Asiatic Courts, Mr, Elphinstone being
us distinguished for his courteons and sympathetic
bearing as for his wide acquaintance with Oriental
lunguages and literature, By Lord Minto's request Lie
was to correspond freely and fully with the Governor
General 3 unluckily only o few out of o large number of
his letters nre preserved at Minto, The members of
his mission were specially chosen for their fitness to
acquire information concerning the nature of eountries
and populations almost unknown tous,  In his delight-
ful introduetion to the * History of Cubul * Mr. Elphin-
stone says: *The conntries under the King of Cabul hud
anee extended sixteen degrees in longitude from Sirhind
ahout 150 miles, from Delhi to Meshed about an equul
distance from the Caspian Sea. Inbreadth they reached
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from the Oxus to the Persian Giulf, a space ineluding
thirteen degrees of lutitude, or 920 miles." This great
kingdom had suffered considerable diminution hefore
the days of our embassy to ity but there was a stamp of
grandeur about it still. To the King of Cabul not only
had- the Mahommedan Sovercigns of India addressed
their complaints, but the Mahmtta princes had done
the same, Runjeet Singh, though himself the chief de-
spoiler of the Douranee power, manifested much jealousy
of the British approach to the throne of the great
Ring. To confront this potentate with due dignity the
mission had been fitted out with considerable care and
spleadeour.

The Envoy's staff, suite, and escort, were unusually
numerons ; nothing was neglected to ensure its success,
or ot all events to give a proper impression of the
Power whence it came.

A very serious obstacle to the suceess of a scheme of
vo~operation between British India snd the States on
her north-western frontier lay in the diffieulty of com-
munication. The length of time required to move from
point to point over unsettled districts, imperfectly
kuown to the English, could not be caleulated upon
beforehand, and each Envoy had to carry on his nego-
timtions in ignorance of the suceess of those stmul-
taneously proceeding in countries which were to form
part of a combined system.

The uncertainty of their relations with Persin and
Labore had obliged the Indian Government to give
'me instructions to Mr, Elphinstone when, in
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the month of October 1808, he set out from Delhi on
his mission to the King of Cabul; and the same
uncertainty as to the disposition of Runjeet Singh had
led Lord Minto to advise the adoption of a route by
the Cabul* mission which, though longer than that
through the Punjaub, would avoid the dominions of
Runjeet, and would also give an opportunity of gaining
information concerning a part of the country unknown
to truvellers.

The line of march adopted took them over part of
the desert—at- that time untrodden by Europeans—
which lies between Delhi and the Indus, and led them
by the great town of Bikaneer, where, before the vast
cireumference of the encircling walls, five besieging
armies lay encamped. As the English caught sight of
the high battlements and forts, the eupolas, domes,
and spires, they were nigh believing that the delusions
of the desert accompanied them still, and that the
proud eity, as big as Delhi, was no less the baseless
fabric of u vision than the lovely lakes of seemingly
clear nnd transparent water, reflecting in their pure
depths every passing object, every tint of colour, with
which the mirage had adorned the barren scene
where no water was. From Bikaneer, where they were
well received, though with great astonishment, they
passed on through dependencies of the King of Cabul,
till they reached Mooltan, five hundred miles from
Delhi.

At this point of their journey they were detained
for some time while communications were carried on

M
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byhthtwiththﬂﬁngof{:nhuLthﬂnntﬂmdahnr.
Without his consent, and the protection of a guard
from His Majesty, *it would be impossible,’ wrote Mr.
Elphinstone, *to travel among the tribes beyond the
Indus’ The answer to Mr. Elphinstone’s application
was long in coming, for, a8 they afterwards learned,
the pews of the approach of the mission was at first
regarded with strong prejudice and distrust; the
Afghan nobles disliked the idea of an alliance between
the King and the British power, as likely to strengthen
him to their detriment ; and the King himself thought
it *very natural that the British should seek to profit by
the internal dissensions of n neighbouring kingdom,
and endeavour to annex it to their empire.,) Curiosity
;s said to have had much to do with the final decision
to receive the mission at Pesliawur ; but before it wus
made known to Mr. Elphinstone, he wrote a long
letter to the Governor General, stating fully the reasons
which appeared to him to necessitate an enlargement
of his powers and nuthuri‘tytouegnﬁntuﬁth the Afghan
Court.

The dissensions, of which the King of Cabul
had made mention, were many and serious, 'With
Persia, with Lahore, with Seinde, with Cashmere, the
King's relations were troubled ; within his gates his
rehellious brothers had raised the standard of u eivil
war. In the event of the British proposals being found

l_wuptlhla to him, there eould be little doubt that he
| meet them with conditions which would secure
anee from the Company against his enemies, anl
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that this assistance would be demanded in the shagpe of
money, troops, and ordnance.

To send an anmny to Cabul Mr. Elphinstone thought
would be impolitie, * because it wonld be to mest the
Frenech on equal terms, and to waive the advantage of the
strong frontier to the westward presented by the rivers
of the Punjaub, the Indus, and the desert. In the
present state of the intermedinte country, I fear it will
be found impossible to defend Cubml; it ik, however,
very much to be wished that it were practicable for us
to contribute more directly to prevent that country
falling into the hands of the French ; for if they were
onee in possession of it, their invasion of our territories
would no longer be a great and desperate enterprise,
bat an attempt which they might muke without risk
when they plensed, and repest whenever the state of
our affairs gave a prospect of success.! It is also very
desirablo that we should be able to hold out some
advantage to the King of Cabul more attractive than
that of mere safety from the French.

¢ If that specious people send an emissary to the
King of Cabul, he will probably assume His Majesty's
entire safety from the French, offer protection against
the designs of the English, and promise in the course
of the operstions aguinst lndia to reduce this Soubah,
Bhnwul Khan's country, und Scinde, entirely under thes
King's authority; perbaps he may also promise the
W are informed that papers exist to prove that Bomnparic
tind fixed on the Gomul Fass, Tending from Ghuemes to Ders lamarl

Ihh,umﬂudhhﬂmlmw into India
u i
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Punjaub, Cutch, Guzerat, or some other country on
this side of the Indus; or he may engage to procure a
desirable settlement of the dizputes about the Wharasan,
getting over all difficulties by promised indemnities in
India,

¢ Amidst all these dazzling prospects I fear an Eastern
monareh might lose sight of the danger to which he
exposes his crown by associating with such a nation of
military adventurers, and would not give a very favour-
able hearing to a person who could only offer to destroy
the illusion.

¢The state of our affuirs may hereafter admit of
our holding out many attractions to the King of Cabul,
but at present we can only display that of money. It
might be expedient to instruct me how far to offer pe-
euninry aid, in ease I found it pecessury to counteract
French promises, and what aseistance we could give in
ordnance, stores, and officers. It is desirable that I
ghould be furnished with those materials to treat on us
soon as possible, as some open negotiation will probably
be required as a pretence for my remaining at Cabul.
The Asiatics know nothing of the character of a resident
minister, and so much are the Afghans impressed with
the idea of an ambassador being always charged with
some important communication, that their etiquette
allows him only one audience to deliver his message,
receive a reply, and take his leave, 1 have to beg your
Lordship's forgiveness for obtruding the shove questions
on you, but great importance appears to me to attach
to their early decision. I am afraid it will appear to



. 571 MISSION TO CABUL. 165

your Lordship that my progress towards Cabul has
hitherts been very slow ; but the delays which have
occurred have been unaveidable, and they are of the
less comsequence, as [ must remain st this place till T
receive an answer to my letter to the King. It would
be quite impossible to travel among the tribes heyomid
the Indus without a guard from His Majesty. T expect
to receive an answer in course of a week, and if he con-
tinnes at Candahar, where the last accoumnts left him,
I shall be able to join him in 4 month from the time [
leave Mooltan. Report states his intention to be to
maove to Peshore, in which case 1 should probably
meet him within a fortnight after I leave this place,’!
Before this letter was received, the policy at Cal-
entta had undergone considerable modifientions, amd
the reply informed Mr. Eiphinstone that ne thought of
offensive operations agninst Persia was any lenger en-
tertained. He wns, however, authorised to sceede to
engagements of a purely defensive character against
her in the event of her aggression against the State of
Cabul ; in this case military stores, nrms, and ordoance
wotld be furnished to the King on condition of his
readiness to oppose the advance of & Freneh army on
India. *It would probably,” said the despatch, *be
found impracticable to obtain the King's cordial
attnchment to onr views and interests without some
gnerifice to his)' These instructions were stuted * with
a view to point out rather what is admissible than what

¥ Mr. Mountetuzart Elphinstone to Lord Minto, Mooltan, December
14, 1808.
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is desirable in the present situation of affairs, and under
any circumstances the Government would approve of
the Envoy endeavouring to limit the aid to be eventually
afforded to the object of defensive engagements as
much as possible, and consenting to afford assistance
in arms, ordnance, and military stores rather than in
troops. !

The instructions from which the above extruct is
made, were not written when Mr. Elphinstone entered
Peshawur, where the King had determined to receive
him.

On leaving Mooltan the mission proceeded up the
Indus, with much discourse of Alexunder, whose ex-
ploits appear to have been singularly mixed np in the
traditions of the people with those of Solomon and
of Lord Lake. After erossing the great river they
followed pretty elosely the line of the late frontier at
the foot of the Suleiman mountains. Encamping at
the mouth of the Kurrum, where English troops now
hold the ascending valley, they rested luter on by the
springs and the sycamores of Kohat,—a name grown
familiar to us as a place of arms, of convoys, and of

! This passage of the despatch to Mr. Elphinstone is an nidaptation
of the sugpestions made by himself in a paper addressed to Lacd
Minto some time bofore. *The practicability of assisting the
King with troops would be very doubtful.  But a present of gans,
stores, ke, and some instroetion in the wee of artillery might knve
tha best effect, Soch an arrrangement would strengthen the King
of Cabul, snd would give him eonfidenee in us and remove ARy sos-
piecions he muy be persunded to harbour that we lave designs on his

:ﬁ%‘” would show him that we take o lively interest in his

L]
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staff-officers, but to the Elphinstone mission suggest-
ing gentler thoughts, for thers their hearts were glad-
demed by an unexpected meeting with wanderers like
themgelves from English lanes and fields. The songs
of thrushes and blackbirds were in the air; wild
raspherry and blackberry bushes, ‘all the hetter for
being out of leaf, were putting forth new budaj;’
clover and chickweed, and golden disks of dandelions,
peered up among the ¢ soft fresh verdure’ of the early
year; and, far more grateful to their eyes than the
monotonous splendour of Indian vegetation, was last
year's brown leaf, and the willow's soft and scented
buds.

At Kohat to-day, the humble English flowers may
grow by English graves, in the shadow of the church
where are preserved the names of a long list of officers
who have fallen since the frontier force was. started
about thirty years ago—*names scarcely heard of in
England, but acknowledged out here to be those of
first-rate leaders, first-rate soldiers, who have fallen
like heroes, ane after the other, in these frontier fights,
The Englishmen we have on this frontier are a race to
be proud of.’!

When the mission reached the fine old city of

1 Lord Melgund to the Hditor. Kohat, Febroary 1878,

The frontier foree is under the Government of the Punjaob, and
hns bLeld, st foarfol sost of life, a frontier which it is hoped will
now be exchanged for o better, This fores is composed of oative
troops under s hundfnl of British officers, and ita duty bas been to
koep at bay all the wild tribes of the mouniaing, over aline ex-
tending many handred miles,
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Peshawur, crowned with its palace, shady with gardens
and overflowing with population, the surrounding plain
wore the first greenery of spring; and, in the glory of
blossoming orchards and young leaves, Asin wore to
them the hues of England. A remark to that effect
having been repeated to the King, he courteously replied
that where there was such affinity hetween countries
there should be friendship between their peoples. It
was no doubt politic to overlook some other features in
the seene which suggested widely different thoughts;
for, as unlike anything English as the barren hills theat
girded the plain, was a sight that gave the Envoy *a
strange notion of the system of manmers in Cabul.’

Perched like birds of prey upon the rugged rocks
gt *a number of armed banditti, the fierce clan of
the Khyberees,' appraising the worth and the strength
of the approaching mission. Nor could it proceed in
safety till terms had been made with the leaders of
the band by the Afghan nobleman deputed to conduct
the strangers into the town, who, in his rich dress and
golden armour, ventured, almost unattended, into the
midst of their matchlocks.

At this very time the Punjanb wns quite safe for
travellers, *The Mahamjah," eays one of Lord
Minto's correspondents, *has instituted a good police,
and has made severe examples of the districts in which
eapital erimes and robberies have been committed, by
putting to death all the inhabitants of the neighbour-
ing towns and villages.'

‘The reception of the embassy by the king took
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place on March 5. It is described as magnificent.
After pissing through courts filled with guards, and
halls with courtiers, over rich carpets and under silken
draperies, they reached the presence of the King, Shah
Soojah, a handsome man of about thirty years of uge,
who received them <eated on a throne covered with
cloth of gold and pearls, himself a blaze of ememlds
and dinmonds, the famous Kohinoor heing conspicuons
above all.

On subsequent occasions the Envoy was admitted
to more private interviews with the King, ‘when it
would searcely be believed how much he had the man-
ners of & gentleman, and how well he preserved his
dignity, while he seemed only anxious to please.” The
Afighan nobility strack Mr. Elphinstone ns superior in
refinement and tastes to the great men of Indin—their
manners were more simple and their knowledge greater.
It soon appeared that they were shrewd enough to
perceive that dangers, against which the British sought
their eo-operation, must be of considernble magnitude,
and that an advantageous bargnin might therefore, not
improbahly, be struck between themselves and the
Company. They remarked that, before making common
cnuse with either of the European powers, they ought
to hear what France ns well as England had to eay.

Some among them were by no means ill-informed
as to the ohject of the mission, and even as to the
events of recent history. Mr. Elphinstone having
stated in conversation with the Khans that, since 1743,
there had beent no rebellion against the Government of
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England, one of those gentlemen smilingly replied
that Mr. Elphinstone had forgotten the American
War; and then ©asked seriously why the insurance of
ships should be raised so high by the French privateers
when we had so manifest a superiority at sea'!

A despatch? from Mr. Elphinstone, written some
weeks after his arrival at Peshawur, guve every reason
to hope that a treaty of alliance against the common
enemy would be executed ; but it was rapidly followed
by a second containing far less favourable intelligence.
In consequence of a renewal of insurrectionary move-
ments, the King eamestly solicited peeuniary aid from
the Company. The sum snid to be required by him
to ensure his suceess was not less than fifteen
lucs of rupees. The Envoy, however, intimated that a
mich smaller sum would be of the most essential con-
sequence to the King's affuirs, and that, if be were at
that moment authorised to offer two lnes of ropees, he
had no doubt that, for the mere purpose of the alliance,
he could obtain all the security that promises and treaties
conld give for the King's co-operation.

¢The condition of the King's affairs as represented
in these despatches, appeared pregnant with danger,

i The knowledge possessed by the Afghan nobleman ginks info
insignificanes before that of s Caffre chief ns related to me by & cor-
respondent, * A friend of mine who fotght In one of the enrly Caffro
campaigns seon alter 1840, [ think, told me that, when after some
fnterneeine struggles they came to parley with their native fue,
tisey were nstonished to be addressed by the half-naked chief with
the remnrk that he respected the British infaniry, but that he bod
heen looking into Napier's Penianlaer War, and oonld not sy that
githir then or now Lo (hought so much of the British cavalry.’

® Beoret acd separate general letter, April 20, 18089
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and it seemed probable that before our instructions
would reach the Euvoy in reply, the erisis would be
passed, and the King's dominion be either confirmed
ar subverted. We judged it proper, however, to decide,
and communicate immediately our decision, on the
¢ase submitted to our consideration, and we ohserved
that, under present circumstances, ne nilvantages could
be obtained from the state of Cabul, so important, solid,
and permanent as would warrant a pecuniary sacrifice
so large as that which our Envoy had represented that
the King would require to ensure success; that the
suspension of the projects of France, aud the alienation
from her allinnoe of the Persian Court, had removed
the immedinte importnnee of an alliance between the
Indian Government and Cabul; but that, if the Envoy
had reason to believe that & sum of money not exceed-
ing three lacs of rupees would produce a disposition
on the part of the King of Cabul to co-operate eoridi-
ally at » future season in repelling a contemplated in-
vagion—in other words, if morally assured of correspond-
ing benefit to the British interests—the Envoy was
authorised to advance that sum.

“We are aware, and have frequently advanced the
principle as & rule of action in the prosecution of the
late measures for the formation of defensive allinnces
agninst s European invasion, thut a sense of common
interest and common danger must form the basis of
such allisnces. At the same time, a rigid exclusion
on our part of all acts of concession, and of all nssist-
ance to the views of the other party, though not directly
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tending to the main purposes of the alliance, is adverse
to the successful cultivation of mutual harmony and
good-will. Such acts of concession or nssistance may
influence a disposition balancing between the advan-
tages and the hazard of accepting or rejecting the pro-
posed connection ; and a seasonable ll-ﬂmlj'l.ﬂ';:rrd to
the other party that Istitude of cholee which is alone
compatible with the power of action, by enabling it to
maintain its independence and preserve the means of
resistance agninst a foreign force, which, however dan-
gerons as an ally, a conscions sense of wenkness and
the dictates of a temporising policy might compel it to
coneiliate.’

In the instructions forwnrded to Mr. Elphinstone
himself, of which the substance is embodied in the
above despateh, it is stated that, ¢ although there iz not
now the same immediate exigency for forming a friendly
connection with the Court of Cabul, yet that measure
is of importance, and containsan abjeet of sound policy,
in the event, however remote, of either the French or
any other Furopean Power endeavouring to approach
Indin by that route.’

Almost on the same day when these paragraphs
were being written at Caleutta, Mr. Elphinstone wns
addressing the Governor General in a private letter as
follows ;! .

¢ A very unfavourable tum has taken place in the
King of Cabul's affairs, For some time past his pro-
wpeets had appeared to be much improved. TDuring

' April 26, 1500,
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this period the negotiations continued, and the treaty
was signed on the 19th inst. It merely binds your
Lordship to assist the King of Cabul with money
against a confederncy of French and Parsians, and
the King of Cabul to resist these Powers while
their confederncy lasts, nnd to exclude all Frenchmen
from his country for ever.

A few days ago intelligence was received of the
approach of Shah Mahommed's troops to Cabul, and
of the entire failure of Ameer Ool Moolk's attack on
(ashmere, and of the loss or defection of the greater

¢There are many contradictory accounts of this
affir, but it seems cortain that Ameer Ool Moolk had
adyanced very far into the passes when his supplies
were cut. off by one bf the Rajahs on the hills on the
way to Cashmere, who had afforded a passage to his
army, but whom the Minister had afterwards disobliged.
The army which had before been discontented for want
of pay, being now reduced to mueh distress, and the
most liberal promises being held out to deserters, a
considerable number of the troops went over to the
enemy.

¢ 8hah Ool Moalk is making what preparations be
can to oppose his enemies, but he is almost destitute
of money ; and though severnl of his ministers are rich,
the habitual covetousness of the Dourances prevents
their giving him any assistance. Ameer 0ol Moolk,
who is said to be possessad of a crore of rupees, has
-never assisted the King in any of his distresses, and is
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not expected to do so in this extremity. The King's
forces, it is said, will be sent out immediately, and I
suppose he will march as soon as Ameer Ool Moolk
arrives on the way to Cabul.

¢ He is reported to have sent offl some of his jewels
to a fort of Akran Khan's among the Eusafayes. The
Khyhers, in whose hills he formerly took refuge, are now
divided, and part of them have refused him an asylum
in case he is defeated. The tribes in this neighbour-
hood are all arming and assembling, to be ready to act
as the times may require: some of them ure connected
with Mahommed, but the greater part of them are in-
different to both parties. This eity and the eountry
round it continue in perfect tranguillity.

¢ As the battle between the two Kings will probably
be fought at no great distance from this, 1 shall, for
the reasons I have formerly stated, desire to have my
audience of leave, which it wns always understood I
should have when the King marched towards Cabul.
I shall then repair to Attock, and wait the event of
the struggle. If Mahommed is vietorions, I shall wait
the orders of Government, unless I find a speedy nc-
knowledgment of the new King necessury. I do not
cinceive that it will be difficult to prevail on Shah
Muhommed to agree to the same terms as those settlud
with Shah Soojah, but it appears to me that to do =0
will require an extra expense of about three lacs of
rupees. For this reason in particular I am anxious to
receive the orders of Government before I enter on any

pegotintion with him.'
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On June 14 the mission retired from Peshawur,
leaving its cool and shady gardens and sparkling
fountains with regret. On June 17 the treaty men-
tioned in Mr. Elphinstone’s letter was signed at Cal-
eutta. Before the month had expired Shah Soojuh
hod been completely defeated and bad fled from his
dominions,

With his suceessor the Envoy was not aothorised to
treat. The changed aspeet of affairs in Europe, and
the friendly relations established by Mr. Metealfe’s
diplomncy with Runjeet Singh, had brought the Indinn
Government to the determination not to risk consider-
able expenditure upon uncertain and unprofitable
nllinnces,

The most important result of the poliey adopted hy
the Indinn Government towards the frontier States

during Lord Minto’s administration, was the treaty
with Runjeet Singh, which for thirty years maintained
peace between the British powerand the most energetie
and powerful of native rulers.

The treaty with Persia, in so faras it pledged Great
Britain to subsidise Persin in the event of her being
engaged in ‘an unprovoked war with any European
Btute," was, in Lord Minto's opinion, caleulated to pro-
duce grave complications in the future,

The treaty with Cabul was rendered nugntory by
the fall from power of one of the contracting parties
who signed it.!

' An original copy of the treaty drawn up by Mr. Mountstuars
Elphinstane and signed at Caleutta in 1809, fastill in existence, and
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It may nevertheless remain an open question
whether the friendly relations established between
the Company’s Government and Afghanistan might
not have been eultivated with better success if the
far-sighted policy innugurated by Lord Minto had
been pursusd and developed, and due importance
attached to the movements of Europesn States in
that quarter: in such a course there might have been
mare of statesmanship and less of saltpetre,

One undeniable and important result of the scheme
fur the defence of India was the greater knowledge
obtained by the missions of the countries and popula-
tions to which they were sent, and Mr. Elphinstone's
¢ History of Cabul,’ Colonel Maleolm's © Persian History '
and ¢ Sketohes of Persin,’ and Sir Henry Pottinger's work
on Beloochistan were conceived during the embassies
sent out by Lord Minto, The first two works were
compiled and published at the expense of, or with the
assistance of ample and libernl aid from, the Indian
Government, at the instigation of the Governor
Greneral.

i# in the posscasinn of Mir Hasham Khan, native afficer in the 12th
Hengal Cavalry, and grandson of the Vizier of Bhoh Boojah. Tha
fact becams aceidontally known to Lord Melgund, the grent-grand-
san of Lord Minto, whils with the eolumn of General Roberts in the
Kurram valley in the spring of 1879. He did not ses the treaty,
bt he was informed that the original signature of Lord Minto wia
attached toit Mir Hasham Khan is described s o very smart officer
in one of our best cavalry regiments. This rapprociement between the
discendant of the Governor Geneml nod of the Afghan statesman,

waa related in & letter from India while the foregolng pages wore
baoing written,
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KNOTE,

The State of Seinde had coms within tie ssope of the
defensive arrangements proposed by the British Government,
but the indiseretion of their agent, Captain Seton, led to the
aunulling of the treaty concluded by him with the Ameer
of Scinde.

It wns found that Persinn agents were negotisting with
the Government of Seinde at the same time as the Envoy of
the Indinn Government ; that they had authority to act for
both Fraoce and Persin, and that the bait held out to the
Government of Seinde was military aid to throw off the yoke
of the King of Cabul, to whom they owed a nominal allegi-
anee, nnd the possession of the Afghan fortress of Candahar,
*The chief ruler of Beinde informed Captain SBeton distinetly
that, despairing of the good-will of the British Government,
hee had intended to close with the offers of the Fronch and
Persians, but preforved the British allisnce on the same
terms.  Thess terms, agreed to by Captain Seton, were not
consistent with the endeavours making to secure the friend-
ship of the King of Cabul; henee the Indian Government
repudinted the engngements made by Captain Seton, and
sent another Envoy (Mr. H. Smith) to Seinde, to renew
the negotiations with that Government, on the footing
on which nlone Captain Seton had been empowered to
treat—uamely, the admission, as o preliminary step to all
further transactions, of a resident agent of the British
Government (the conunercial resident having been expelled
in 1802).

* This measure is necessarily preliminary to the acecm-

b1
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plishment of our ultimate purpose, that of withholding or
detaching the Government of Seinde from connections with
our enemies, as well ne the more proximate purposs of
pecuring an authentic channel of information and intelli-
genee on points of the ntmost importance to our intervsts.
“No specific engngement conld be emtered into with that
Government without the establishment of direct intercourse
on n permanent footing,’ *the attninment of which will
afford the mesns of watching its proceedings und of obtain-
ing muthentic intelligence concerning the designs of our
enemies. !

The conditions propossd by the British Government
were ultimately aceepted as the hasis of a treaty of genernl
nmity between the Company’s Government and that of the
Ameer,

I Eevret and separate peneral letter.
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CHAPTER VIIIL.

Tae news from Europe which exercised so decisive an
influnence over the course of events in India wns that
of the determined resistance of Spain to the French
invasion, and the first successes of the British army in
Portugal under Sir Arthur Wellesley.

The Battle of Vimiero ' was hailed as the ¢ trumpet
of a propheey.” So nnbroken hod been the tide of
Napoleons prosperity that the defeat of ome of his
Heutenants, Junot, by Sir Arthur Wellesley, wns magicil
in its effect on the temper of the nntion. *All the
Whigs, as well as Tories, down to democrats and
Methodists, are eager to send English troops and money
to the assistance of that oppressed nation. . . . The
Princess of Wales gave a dinner to the Spanish patriats,
It was a mixed party, but none the worse for that, us
ull purties there were united in the grand cause,'*

b Angust 1804,

t Ly Crews b Lord Minte, Decomber 1808, Bhe goes on &
propon of the Princess’s dinper-party : ¢ You would have smiled if
you hisd heard the Findarie jokes which flew across the table from
cur Boyal hontess to Mr. Windham neross Mr, Frere, and then acrss
other poople to Bir Willinm Scott, for she spared no one of the par v,
Mhmthmgm!pu{ﬁihmtnncntﬂmmu than & dis-
union among sistesmoen.’

x1
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The rejoicing was not less in Indin. ¢ Great news
is come to town, wrote Lord Minto on February 2,
1809, *A ship has just arrived from England which
she left on September 17. She has brought us the
trimmphs of 8Sir A. Wellesley in Portugal. What a
sunshine has broken upon the world! T feel now as
if Gilbert the Sixth' might have n chance to cut the
trees which you are planting, which, let me tell you, is
a comfortable reflection.’ The tidings of Wellesley's
victory swept over India to Metealfe’s little camp on
the distant Sutlege, and were sounded again from
every gun, great and small, as they poured forth a
Royal salute, On learning its cause, Runjeet desired
his guns to take up the tale, and a second salute from
the Sikh batteries proclaimed the participation of the
Rajah in the British rejoicing—an act of courtesy which
was much appreciated at the time.

¢ The news continues good from Spain,’ wrote Lord
Minto, ¢ yet I hope the rest of the world will not let this
occasion slip onee more; for, if they give him leisure,
the monster will collect his rage, and it may go hard
with the beautiful Spanish cause yet. Oh! that the

In his reply to this letter, Lord Minto says of the Princcss : ¢8ha
s been badly treated, for the stones cnst at her do not come from
hands entitled to throw them.  One bad thing, however, ahe is guilty
ol —Ingratitude to Windbam, T say nothing of myself, though sha
entertained me the day I took leave of her not only with the wish
that Windham might be tumed out of Norfolk with some greal
persimal disgrace, hut with the hope that Lord Melville would dis-
turb me in Indin, However, [ continue to lament ber discomforta and
to wish for her welfare,”

! His infant grandson,
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fable of the bundle of sticks had ever been translated
into uny of the modern langunges, for want of which,
alas! it has become sad sober history instead of fable.’
The first floct that arrived in India after these lines
were written told that the pride and rejoicing ealled
forth by the brilliant campaign of Talavern had been
peverely checked by the retrent of our armies from
Spain, and the Convention of Cintra. I grieve,’ wrote
Mr. Windham, ‘over the cirenmstances that prevented
the complete defeat of Junot's army, which I believe
would have happened if Wellesley had been left 1o
himself ; though no doubt the insolence of the Minis-
ters, founded on merits not their own, would not less
have excited in one’s mind great impatience.’

‘It has been a disastrous month,’ wrote Lady
Malmeshury in February 1809 ; “but after all the French
have had a practical lesson as to our fighting, and the
world has seen they are not invineible.! TLord Minto's
correspondents in general betook themselves to the usual
consolation of Englishmen in disaster, and abused the
leaders of parties all round.

*There is mot a statesman endowed with superior
talents. The deaths of Pitt and Fox have produced the
rame effect on the publie as that of Garrick did on the
stage. Stars will not do when we are used to the light
of the sun.’'

*The Hollands are in Spain,’ wrote Lady Crewe;
“ but Miss Fox wrote to me some months ago that her
brother was very angry with his Spanish friends for
their absurdity in supposing thut they shall be able to
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restore their present King, and that they ought to feel
gratitude to Bonaparte for having rid them of so weak
a prince. “Is it possible,” she said, “that we are to
fight in so bad a cause?® When I read this, I could
nut help thinking that we should always have something
to drend of the republican hobby-horse in the part of
opposition! T am sorry to eay that 1 see this tendency
prevail much more singe the last defeats than it did
before. Mr. Whitbread, bowever, met with no encour-
agement at the time he published a pamphlet to ndvise
peace with Bonaparte in the summer, snd Heaven
gmut that Mr. Canning may have influence enough over
the present Parliament to prevent that experiment for
a year.

To these letters Lord Minto replied: ©Spain is
indeed a lnmentahle tale. As to the invasion of Indis,
I presume if Furope is entirely subdued, the King of
Men may carry his views to the enstwurd, but I am
strongly inclined to believe that they wonld be limited
to disturbing us by inciting some of the Asiatic States
to make incursions into Hindostan, supported and
directed by partial nid in small bodies of French-and
perhaps Russian troops, and good Europenn officers.
The difficulties in the way of an advance by a large
European army are searcely surmountable, However,
we should always have ample notice ; for rapidity is
practicable in the invasion of Spain or Iltaly, but is
simply impossible in transporting o Frencharmy to the
Indus, with all its artillery, stores, and apparatus, the
whole of which must attend it, for the most indis:
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pensable equipments of a great European force do not
exist om this side of Viennn, and can neither be kept
up nor, if lost or wasted, can be renewed in Asin,
exeepting only in our own provinces, where all the
resourees of war abound, and are to us at hand.!

It must have been grateful to him to lenrn from
Lody Minto that his Indian administration had won
the warmest approbation of Lord Wellesley. * He highly
approves of all you have been doing in your kingdom.
We are now enjoying Minto,' she goes on, * in its greatest
beauty. Everything looks fresh and delightful: you
know 1 enjoy this season (May ), and this year it affords
me double pleasure, for I have learnt to look with com-
posure from Minto to Indis, and without the misery
which made even green lenves look dusky and the
clear streams troubled. 1 believe you all to be well
and huppy, and I hear from every quarter, and in every
aceount of Indin, nothing but praise of yon and your
government, If Burke could look down and see you
at the head of that oppressed people, it would increase
even the happiness of heaven.'

May in India wore a very different aspect from
that with which it smiled on Minto,

‘1 do remember a4 time,” wrote Lord Minto,' © when
May was n sesson of tempered pleasures. Here it
brings rnins so perpetual and heavy, that if in June
greater rnins come, I don't know how we shall get our

' May 15 1809,
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house repaired, which is already lenking at every pore.
The country is one sheet of water. Here and there
you see a little island about the size of half an acre,
whnich happens to stand a few feet higher than the rest.
It i# no exaggeration to say that persons now pass in
bouts meross the country which they were ploughing
two or three days back; but the crops will be im-
proved by this operation, for paddy rejoices in water.
The native children, I mean the young ones, are all
stark naked, and, most of the habitations being om the
edge of ponds, are not very unlike tadpoles; they are
uneommaonly lively merry monkeys, and I am not at all
annoyed by their black skins. You never saw a country
g0 swarming with population. . . . Business here ap-
pears to me to breed in the boxes, ns Lady Palmerston
used to say of keys in a lady’s pocket. However, the
business is pleasant now, consisting principally of
orders to countermand military operations and prepa-
rtions, and to save Johony Company’s cash.’

The two years 1808 and 1809 were, perhaps, the
busiest of Lord Minto’s administration. India was
supposed to be at peace; but that word must be taken
in a relative sense, for in Indin the public peace was
kept by armies. If certain feudal chiefs rejected the
authority of their lord parnmount, their relations with
whom bad been recognised by the Government of
Bengal, British troops brought them to reason. If an
ambitious Rajah cast u covetous glance on his neigh-
bour's territory, a British detachment gave him an
unmistakable reading of the dictum, ¢Cursed is he

s e B e
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who removeth his neighbours landmark.' If the free
lances of the hills showed too great a fonduess for the
mango groves and rice fields of the plain, English
eolonels and their soldiers appeared mpidly on the
scene, and the depredators were chased up the high
hills and expelled from their strongholds on their
summits, From such opertions as these there was
no rest.!

The internal safety of Bengal, however, remained
intact from open enemies; and it was with equal dismay
and surprise that it was found necessary, in the conrse
of 1808, to employ the regular forees to extirpate the
gangs of banditti or dacoits who had penetrated into
the heart of the Presidency, and with whom the native
police were accused of heing in league,

‘They have of late come within thirty miles of
Barmckpore The crime of gang robbery has at all
times, thongh in different degrees, obtuined a footing in
Bengnl. The prevalence of the offence occasioned by
its success and impunity, has been much greater in
this civilised and Aourishing part of Indin, than in the
wilder territories ndjoining, which have not enjoyed so
long the advantages of a regular and legal government ;
and it appears at first sight mortifying to the English
administration of these provinces, that our oldest

' In 1812-18 severn]l Rajahs and Ohisfs, such s the Prince of
Hewn and the Rajah of Machery, were punished for high-banded deal-
ings with their pelghbours. In reference to such operations, Maleolm
in his History of fadic remarks: * All these acts of consideration and,

vigour kept the smaller dependencies of the State in good bumour,
* Lord Minte to Lady Minto,
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possessions should be the worst protected agninst the
wvils of lawless violence.

“It has been said that the prosperity and undis-
turbed tranquillity of these lower provinces, which have
never geen war within their limits during the present
generution of their inhnbitants, that is to say, for half
a century, have afforded two inducements to the despe-
mte associations which have g0 eonstantly harssed
them under the nnme of dacoits. First, the riches of
the country have presented the temptation of good
plunder. Second, the long security which the country
has enjoyed from foreign enemies, and the consequent
loss of martinl habits and character, have made the
people of Hengnl so timid and enervated, that no re-
sistance is to be apprehended in the act, nor punish-
ment afterwards. There have, however, certainly been
other more specific causes for the extraordinary preva-
lence of the crime at particular times or in particular
quarters. Among these has been the nature of our
Jjuidicinl snd police establishments,. The judge and
magistrate is an English gentleman ; but all his sub-
ordinate officers and instruments nre necessarily native,
The probity and good intentions of the English magis-
trate may in general be relied upon ; but his vigilance,
persoual activity, intelligence, or talents, are not equal
in nll eases to his integrity. The consequence often is,
that the practical and efficient part of the police is
vast upon the black subaltern officers, amongst whom
it is hardly too much to say, although it sounds like
an uncharitable partiality to my own fair mmplﬁsiun;
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that there is scarcely an example of fidelity to any
trusty and searcely an exception to universal venality
and corruption, The magistrate derives his informa-
tion of the erimes committed in his =illah from this
vorrupt source, and trusts for the detection, appreben-
sion, and punishment of the eriminals to these venal
ngents.  The eonsequence has in many instances heen,
a8 it has been lately ascertained by the ‘most minute
and suthentic investigations, that the magistrate hos
remained. entirely igmorant of o very large proportion
of the offences committed within his jurisdiction, and
hus congrntulated himself on the good order and exact
police of n conntry in which the inhahitants could not
slesp securely in their houses, and in which great
bodies of armed banditti have been robhing and born-
ing the villages, and murdering and torturing the
people all round him. The native officers of police
have very genernlly been connected with the gangs,
anidl I may say universally silenced either by bribes or
intimidation, Another pecolinrity in Indin is the
total absence of o local gentry to whom the charge of
the local police and other local interests may, as in
England, be at least in part committed. So far from
aid in these ohjects, Government has often to contend
with the countersetion of the landed interest. The
zemindars, or gentlemen of landed property, have very
commonly no other iden of an estate than as a fisld to
plunder in, nor of the influence which property gives,
than as a power to extort and pillage amongst the
people subject to them. The leaders of thle dacoity
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find it their interest to conciliate this class of people,
and by a participation in the plunder, or by other in-
ducements, abtain a secure refuge and protection in
their estates. The best security of all, however, en-
joyed by the dacoits, has been the intimidation of the
unhappy people who are the ohjects of their rapine
and eruelty, It is impossible to imagine, without see-
ing it, the_horrid ascendancy they hud obtained over
the inhabitants at large of the countries which have
been the principal scene of their atrocities. They had
established a terrorism as perfect ns that which wns
the foundation of the French republican power, and
in truth the sirdars, or captaing of the band, were
esteemed and even ealled the hakim or ruling power,
while the real Government did not possess either
authority or influence enough to obtain from the people
the smallest aid townrds their own protection. If a
whole village was destroyed, not a man was found to
complain. If a family was half murdered, and half
tortured, the tortured survivors could not be prevailed
upon to appear against the eriminals. Men have been
found with their limbs and half the fesh of their
bodies eonsumed by slow fire, who persisted in saying
that they had fallen into their own fire, or otherwise
denying all knowledge of the event that could tend to
the eonviction or detection of the offenders. They
knew, if they spoke, they would either themselves or
the remuining members of their families be dispatched
the same evening. By these measures such a vigorous
- efficient government was erected by the banditti in
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thaudilh‘lﬂt!,thﬂ&njmldmdath:ghmemngu
through the villages with regular lists of requisitions
from the different houses and families,—some to fur-
nish grain, some forage, some horses, some two sons to
join the gungs, some labourers to earry the plunder, or
to bear torches, or to act as sconts ; some were bo send
a wife or daughter to attend the gangs,

I was not a little shocked, and could not help feel-
ing some shame, when I became fully apprised of the
dreadful disorders which afflicted countries under the
very eye of Government ; and for many months past it
lius bean one of the principal ohjects to put this mon-
strous evil down. Partly by a new seleetion of magis-
trates, who appeared peculiarly qualified for that species
of service, by new regulations and additional penalties,
and by the employment of the most sctive efforts,
supported by regular force, to seize the sirdars and
make some signal examples, [ am happy to say that
hitherto the success has even exceeded my expecta-
tions. In Nuddeah, which was the principal seat of
this evil, there has not been a single dacoity during the
Inst months; and it is in that one district that the
computed average of persons put to death in torture
was seventy a month. Nine sirdars have been executed
at one spot, and the impression of that example was
remarkable. The people had come to think it impos-
sible that the leader of an established gang should be
punished, or at least capitally punished, and they
looked on with fully as much awe as satisfaction on
this proof of the supreme power of Government. The
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consequence of these examples, and of the determina-
tion Government has evineed to subdue these villains,
has been the breaking up of the gangs, the flight or
seizure of the captains, and a sufficient return of cour-
age and of confidence in the protection of Government
amongst the people to procure both prosecutors and
witnesses for the detection and punishment of these
and all other crimes. It will require a continuous
exertion, however, with such improvements in the
general system as events and reflection may suggest, to
enable us to triumph finally and permanently over this
deep-rooted mischief.’

The dacoits unhappily still ply their trade in cer-
tain parts of India, under much the snme circiimstances
a4 those in which flourish their congeners, the ban-
ditti of Europe; but, unlike them, they follow peaceful
oceupations by day, and their own peculinr industry
by night. Both dacoit and brigand are at the lowest
depth of their respective civilisations, the essentinl
distinetion between them being that the dacoit begins
his campaign hy a propitiatory sacrifice, and the brigand
ends his with an expiatory offering.

About the same time, the early part of 1804,
troubles suddenly broke out beyond the British fron-
tior, which brought the Indisn Government face to
faoe with the problem how to reconcile the interests of
Indin with the peremptory instructions issued by their
chiefs at home on the subject of non-interference with
the internal affuirs of States so situated.

One of the consequences which had followed on the
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defeat of the great mative States of the peninsula,
before the British power was far-stretching enough to
assume their lost authority, was an increase of andacity
on the part of the semi-civilised tribes whose home Wils
in the wild reeesses of the Grhauts, or an the table-lands
of the Deccan. The Pathans, Pindaries, and others,
with more or less countenance from the Mahrattas,
became exceedingly dungerous to their weaker neigh-
bours.

In the early part of 1809, Ameer Khan,' 8 Pathan
chief, at the head of 8 numerous army invaded the
territories of the Rajah of Berar—wha, though not an
ully of the British, was in close contiguity with their
frontier—and threatened the whole country of Nag-

“pore.  Here was  case in which the instructions of the
Court of Directors as to the duty of non-intervention
could only be observed to the detriment of British power,

*The question wns not,) observed Laord Minta,

! This adventurer made himself hateful throughout Tndia when
in the following year he instignted u murder which would have
seemed leas unnatural in the snnals of antiquity than in those of the
ninetoenth eentury, The most ancient of the Rajpoot Princes, the
Rajah of Oodypore, had & daughiter so young and fair that, like o
secat]l Helen, she sot this world on fire. Rajpootans wos distrusted
by the wars of her suitors, till one fatal day it was snggestad to her
father by Ameer Khan that pewce eould only be restored to his dis-
tracted eonntry by her denth. Ameer Khan's power lent weight ta
his words ; the counsel was listened to, nnd finally accepted, The
elder sister of the ill-fated princess was deputed to present her with
a poisoned bowl, desiring her to save her country by the sucrifice of
her own life. She, a young and lovely girl of sixteen, iz sald to have
Accepted the dectee in all meekness, and to bave drank off the fata]
potion, exclaiming, ‘This is the marringe to which T was fore-
doomed,”
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¢ whether it was just and expedient to aid the Rujah
ini the defence and recovery of his dominions ; although
in point of policy the essentinl change in the paolitical
state of India which would be oceasioned by the
extinetion of one of the substantive Powers of the
Decean, might warrant our interference; but whether
an enterprising and ambitions Mussulman chief, at
the head of & numerous army, irresistible by any
power except that of the Company, should be per-
mitted to establish his authority on the ruins of the
Rajah’s dominions, over territories cantiguous to thoss
of our ally, the Nizam, with whom ecommunity of
religion, combined with loeal power and resources,
might lead to the formation of projects for the subver-
sion of the British alliance: of such a question there
¢an be but one solntion.) That solution was the
immediate expulsion by the Company's troops of the
invader from Berar, whose Rajuh must have been
agreeably surprised to find that the assistance of the
British, being designed for the preservation of their
own interests, was to be gratuitously given. Colonel
(lose, who commanded the troops employed in the
operntion, not only carried it out successfully, but
proceeded to occupy the enpital and territory of Ameer
Khan, who retired rapidly before the British advance.
Its arrest, by order of the Government, at the moment
when the annihilation of Ameer Khan's power, and
the dispersion if not destruction of his army, were
seemingly within the grasp of the English commander,
bas been criticised as an error of policy on the part of
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Lord Minto's Government. He himself said of it that
“the extent of the political arrangements, as well as of
the military operations, to which the prosecution of these
views would lead, together with the great increase of
sxpenditure which must ensue,” had determined him to
content himself with the immediate object of arresting
the invasion which threatened the integrity of our own
dominions,

In Bundeleund, where the military operations, begun
two years hefore, were not yet completed ; in Hariana,
# territory which more lately the Indian Government
was forced to annex in the interests of civilisation and
humanity, *becnuse nobudy else wonld have ity he
had had occasion to experience the truth of a leading
principle in the government of semi-civilised poprla—
tions—that where one rule is destroyed, snother must
be substituted.

He was not prepared to pursue the defeat of Ameer
Khan to the point of assuming new and permanent
responsibilities ; but in o minute dated December 1y
1809, he observed that *it has not perhaps been suffi-
ciently considered that every native State in India is &
military despotism ; that war and conquest are avowed
as the first and legitimate pursuit of EVETY sovereign
or chief, and the sole source of glory and renown ; it is
not therefore & mere conjecture deduced from the
natural hins of the human mind, and the test of general
experience, but a certain eonviction founded on avowed
principles of action and systematic views, that among
the military states and chiefs of India the pursuits of

o
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ambition can alone be bounded by the inubility to
prosecute them. It was for the Government of Englund
to decide whether it was expedient to oheerve a strict
neutrulity amidst these scenes of disorder and outrage
. which were passing under onr eyes in the north of
Hindostan, or whether we should Hsten to the ealls
of suffering humanity, and interfere for the protection
of those weak and defenceloss States who implore
our assistance, to deliver them from the violanee
and oppression of an ambitious and lawless upstart.'
When these observations were answered, it was found
that u considerable change bad come over the poliey
of the Court of Directors. They stated that £ they did
not conceive that measures of defensive policy could
be construed into acts of unnecessary interference in
the affairs of foreign States,” and they expressed  them-
selves *not satisfied with the expediency of abstaining
from disabling any Power against whom we have been
compelled to take up arms, from renewing its ngTes-
sion’ (September 1811).

A more complete exoneration of the Wellesley
policy, so violently assailed a few years before, could
hardly be required ; nor o more instructive commentiry
on Talleyrand's celebrated reply to one who asked him
the meaning of the term *non-intervention 's ©(Pest
mot politique et metaphysique qui veut dire & pen pirés
b méme chose qu’ intervention.’

Lord Minto was in Java when this despateh wais
addressed to him : after his return to India questions
uf u more prossing nature occupied his attention, but
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almost his lnst letter to the Secrst Committee relutod
to the increasing importance of the Pindaries,

The last and not lenst important measure of this
year (1808) consisted in a naval expedition ngninst n
formidable horde of pirates on the Pérsinn  Gulf.
Their settlements extended for a streteh of 400 miles
along the coast, whence these sea brignnds seoured
the Indian sens, their small flents carrying off the
inbabitants of the villages of the shore, destroying
the coasting trade, snd capturing, not only smuall
vessels, but any stry merchantmen that came in
their way, One such ecapture, sccompnnied with
cireumstances of great barbarity, was an exploit
which drew upon them the signal vengennce of the
Indian Government, A formidable expedition con-
sisting of two frigates, six armed vessels, 800 Euyro-
pean troops, and 500 Bepoys, was sent to their consta,
nnd, after o desperate resistance, their settlements and
floets were captured and destroyed, and the commerce
of the Persian Gulf was reseusd from heir depredi-
fioms,

Thus, by land and ses, the Company s dominions
were preserved intact, and its power upheld. And
every despatch to England eontained well-deseryved
encominms of the skill and valour and discipline of
the forces employed in defending the frontiers, or
in protecting the subjects of the Empire.  And ver,
while the events described were in progress, a clowd
had appeared on the horizon of more portentous dimen-
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gions than any of its predecessors in those stormy
regions, 4T hove determined to go to Madras as soon
as possible,’ wrote Lond Minto in June 1809, *The
differences between the Madems army and Sir George
Barlow's Government lbave risen to a most vicolent

height, and more suddenly than I imoagined.
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CHAPTER IX.

Tue troubles in the const army require to be dealt
with in some detail, beeause Lord Minto's share in their
final reduetion has been searcely apprecinted, while he
himself considered it second to no other part of his
administration in the importance of its results.  When
his arrived in Indin in 1807, he found Madras still sim-
mering in the dregs of the agitation produced Ly the
mutiny and massacre of Vellore. The danger from the
native soldiery was past, but there remained a state of
excited feeling and of bitter antagonism among the
higher offivials of the Presidency that boded future
mischief,

Their eontroversies prodluced a general spirit of
eahal and combination, and violent attacks mude by
bigh funetionaries on ench other diminished the respect
due to them in their public capacity, While the
question of the recall of Lord Willinm Bentinek was
still pending, Lord Minto guve his opinion as opposed
to that messure. He thought that the conduet of
individuals on that oecasion (the Vellore mutiny) had
heen blamed with too little attention to the different
points of conduct under congideration in connection with
‘the precise circumstances of the time when they took
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place.  <T am apprebensive also that these cconrrences
may not be favourable to the restoration either of civil or
military authority. The mutiny was completely suli-
tined, opinions were settled, and men’s minds were com-
posed on these questions.  Those who had suffered the
sentence of the law were rogarded as criminals justly
punished for atrocions offences.  Now that s Governor
and Commander-in-chief are publicly condemned and
punished, on the other hand, in the view of the very
mutineers and their adherents, the public mind may
perhaps be nnhinged again, and those who were hanged
and shot by the suhordinate local authorities for mutiny
and murder, muy seem to huve besn Justified by still
higher tribunals, and may start up noder our sanction
into sints and martyrs. I do not say this reasoning
would be just, but worse reasoning has often satisfied
men's passions jn their own cause,’ !

These representations were disregarded, and some
of the consequences foreseen by the Governor Generul
took place. The native soldiery, indeed, do not appear
to have been affected as he had conceived it possible
they might be; but the dissensions in the Europenn
society were aggravated, and the Government of Fort
St. George necessarily suffered in the estimation of the
Presidency.

In the same despateh of November 26, 1807, Lord
Minto answered in the following terms a question that
had been addressed to him by the Court of Directors con-

! To the Right Hon, R. Dundas, Presldent of the Board of Coutral,
Navesmber 26, 1507,
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cerning the expediency of exeluding the Commanders-
in-chief of the two minor Presidencies from seats in
Couneil.

*The point is so entirely mew that I cannot, on
the sudden, offer any opinion worthy of attention. I
presume that measure may have been suggested to the
Court of Directors by the experience they have so fre-
quently had, especially at Fort St. George, of long
controversial and often warm and intemperate dis-
cussions in Council between the civil and military
authorities, It has happened also in late instances
that notions concerning military ascendaney have beem
entertained and asserted which are wholly incompatible
with the received and established prineiples of a govern-
ment by lnw.

* The introduction, for example, of the judieial Hys-
tem, that is to say, the administration of eivil justice
between man and man, and the suppression of public
disorder and crime by a regular magistracy, has been
ohjected toand resented as n degradation of the military
charmeter, and an unjust diminution of its influence
and authority in India, where it onee stood in the place
of law, and was more suited, as it is contended, to the
habits and tastes of the people than civil justice admin-
istered judicially by magistrates. This doctrine will
sound so strange in English ears that the fact of its
being muintained will scarcely meot with eredit.  These
sentiments, however, have been distinetly recorded in
the enclosed pamphlet which Sir John Cradock left
behind him, snd, I wm sorry to learn, are not less
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warmly professed by Generul MeDowell . . . The in-

eonveniences which have been in some instances falt
from the Commander-in-chief holding officially a seat
in Couneil, huve 1 believe been very real, but I confess
I doubt the expediency of adopting the puarticular
remedy proposed. I am disinolined to it ns a very
congidernble change, and as one caleulated to sepurate
still more from the general government of the conntry,
and not only to alienate but to irritate in o high di-
gree, the mind of the army, o great and powerfal body
in India, whose cordiality and co-operation in the views
of Government is extremely essentinl.

¢ There is little doubt that the measure in question
would produce this effect. It appears to me that other
remedies, not linble to the sume objoction, might bhe
applied in most instances to the inconvenience com-
plained of. The first is a careful and fit choice of the
man for the office of Commander-in-chief. Military
endowments he ought certninly to have. He should
possess also n sound judgment nnd o conciliatory die-
position. He should come out penetrated with, and
well instructed in, the indispensnble subordination of the
military power to the superintending superiority of the
civil Government.’

The Court of Directors nevertheless decided on
excluding the Commanders-in-chief of the minor Presi-
dencies from Council, and appointed General MeDowell
1o the post of Commander-in-chief vacated by the recall
of Sir J. Cradock. .

Thus early in his Indian career did Lord Minto
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impress on the Court of Directors the necessity of an
unfaltering insistance on the supremucy of the civil
over the military power. His own experience in Cor-
sicn had shown him the inconvenienees arising from
excesgive military pretensions,  He had learnt ut
Vienna to attribute the misfortunes which had befallen
Austria to *a military faction which substituted party
spirit in the room of all the duties of soldiers or citizens
—that party spirit spread through the Empire.’

He found in Indin a state of affairs peentinely
fuvournble to the development of strife between the
civil and military authorities. A recently conquersd
and imperfectly settled conntry had been brought under
the influence of the civil Government within the
memory of the senior officars of the nrmy, leaving some
ehingrin and jealousy with those who had been nsed to
wield both political and military anthority.  Sinee
1763, when Clive put down a mutiny of the officers of
the Bengnl army, searce n deende had passed without
an apen strugele between the military and the eivil
power ;! and only ten years before Lord Minto's nrrival
in Indin o mutiny of the Bengal officers, which had lasted
upwards of two years, had ended in complete victory.
Sir John Shore, afterwards Lord Teignmouth, the Go-

F'In an oble article’ on the mubiny of 1800 which appearesd
in the Quarterly Reviewe for Moy 1811 (vol v the following
summary of the varions motinies of the Company’s officers, from
1765 to 1706, is guoted from & pablished paper entitled, * Reply 1o
the pubilication of Willinm Pririe, Esq., rogarding tlie late transao.
tiens @t Mandms,”

*A mutiny of the offieers took place in the year 1765 ; which was
ouly suppiresstd by the firmness of Lord Clive,
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vernor General at the time, had no doubt heen recalled ;
but the fact that open resistance to regular suthority
had suecessfully wrung from a weak Guvernment more
than it had contended for, justified the belief that

representations made by numbers and supported by
clamour would not fail to obtain their ends. Lord
Wellesley's commanding charneter and his brillinnt
military achievements had sappressed any open ex-
pression during his government of militury discontent,
but there still remained the fact that India had been
won by the sword and was beld by the sword., Lond

‘At nn oarlier perind, in Bombay, the military rose upon the
eivil power, and assomed the government which they beld and re-
tained in their bands for two years. In or sbout the year 1776,
Mupjor-General Stuart mt the hoad of the srmy seleed on the then
Governor of Madras, Lord Pigol, confined his person and subverted
his government. In the year 1783 the army of Madres compelled
e Governor, Lord Macartney, torevoke his orders, and to re-ssinb-
lish some allowsness which ho had found it necessary to discontinue,
Aetnal violenee was not indeed resorted to, but the reeeipt of three
wididressics on the aame day on the sabject from the thiee prineipol
stations of the wrmy convineed his lordship of the necesaity of giving
up the point. At o more recent period in Dengal, in or about the
year 1706, the countenanes which the army nesumed most be fresh in
the recallection of overyons,

+ It appears further, from the Parliament ary papers before us, that
even at the commencement of the Iate mutiny, 1804, the notlon of
tho rights af the army, and that of forming nesoointions to p]l;i-ﬂ
these rights, were familiar to the Madess officers, In notlons of
this kind the oficers of the Todian army, in general, seem to have
been enooumngod by the British Government, . . . Parsons avowodly
nceting in the mnpacity of agents of the Indian army have been ad-
mitted to a formal audience ty Her Majestv's ministers in Englaml.
Om what principle men of the highest ability, political knowledgn,
and patriotism, for such these minlsters wers, conld eonsent thus to
reengnise in the srmy an independent and substantive power, wears
at a loss to imagine.’
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Minto was resolved that India should not be governed
by the sword.

In the course of 1808 when an expedition to Persia
wus  under consideration, the supreme Government
annoineed to that of Bombay an intention of raising
a eavalry regiment on the Bombay establishment; it
was subsequently found that this might be done with
greater facility at Mudras, and the first plin was
therefore abandoned ; but not without exeiting  the
resentment of the officers of the Bombay army, They
considered their honour and dignity to be wounded by
the course the Government had adopted. How Lord
Minto received their complaints, his letter in reply
to Jonnthan Dunecsn, Esq., Governor of Bombay, will
show,

*1 enter, I assure yon, warmly into every feeling
which belongs to the disappointment of expectations
ressonnbly entertuined, and necessarily near the hearts
of those concerned, although I cannot with the sime
truth and sincerity consent to their aggravation by
pressing into. their allisnee imaginary, or, ot best,
gratuitous sentiments of offended honour which have
no room in the case.

Our option lay between the course which was
evidently the best for the public advantage nnd secu-
rity, und that by which we might desire to gratify a
few officers of the Bombay army by a delibernte sacri-
fiee of higher interests, We made the choice which
our daty required, and which must obtain, I have



204 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. [100

no doubt, when clearly explained, the suffrages of
the Bombay army itself; a body ns much distin-
guished for genuine public spirit as for military
excellence.

¢ consider the interests of all the servants of the
public, and more especially of thut honourable class
which provides for the safety and prosperity of the
country by their own dangers and privations.

< But the interest and security of the publie are the
first and highest eare of those to whom that publie his
eommitted the trust of exercising authority in its
name, and that great charge constitutes the primary
ity of governments,—a duty, indeed, in which all those
participate to whom their country has in any rank or
eondition confided any portion of its power, whether
civil or military. These are indeed, very trite and
genernl principles, but they are none the less those
which must govern my conduet.

¢In the application of them, therefore, if a regiment
is to be added to the Company’s establishment, the first
point to be considered in the mode of its formation
must he the publie interest; pext, but subordinate
to that considerntion, the intersst and pretensions of
individuals or bodies connected with the mensure. .« . .
COur military arrangements in all eircumstances must
be determined by the exigencies of the State.

*As to menace, of any attempt at intimidation,
the ease is not to be supposed ; the supposition alone
would constitute sn injury and insult to the honowrable
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men who compose the Bombay anny. But if in any
quarter of the world, where I might happen to be the
depositary of public authority, such u case shounld arise,
my mind is settled on the only principle adapted in
any eirenmstances to that exigency,—to admit of no
compromise with an evil far greater than any that can
be incurred, even by a defeat, in resisting it; but to
maintain the full and unqualified sovercignty which is
in reality the safety of the State, by combating either
the seditious combinations und cabals, or the criminal
violenee, of its servants, to the last and ntmost extre-
mity. I am elear that if such an event coold be
immgined, it would be better for the publie interest to
be fairly subdued than to yield. The former would
be o single, local, #@l very transient evil, quickly
and certainly repaired. The latter never happens
without operating a general and permanent re-
laxntion of authority and diminution of all the
public energies throughout the empire in which it
OCours.

‘1 take the two great pillars of every human govern-
ment to be—first, that all its measures be directed to
the public good; next, that its authority, thus exer-
cised, bé maintained with unshaken firmnoess and reso-
lntion.!

This warning note had a graver significance when,
in the following year of 1808, the mutiny of the officers
of the Madms army broke out. It was no douht
attributable to a variety of causes, among which must
be acknowledged certain real grievances on the part of
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the army, and certain serions mistakes on the part of
Sir George Barlow, Governor of Madras. A considera~
tion of these lies beyond our provinee, which is simply
to relate the position assumed by Lord Minto with
regard to the powers in conflict—always bearing in
mind that his sctive interference, by written and
personal advice and support, only began after the dis-
content of the officers had taken the form of insubor-
dinute opposition to the Government, The immediato
cause of the disturbanees at Madms is stated in
Marshman's * History of Tndia’ as follows: ! * After the
Mahratta War the Court of Directors had been fierce
for retrenchment, and had threatened to take the
pruning knife into their own hands,’ if the Madras
Government hesitated to use it. * Among the plans
suggested for reducing the military charges was the
abolition of the tent contruet, which furnished the
officers in command of regiments with s fized monthly
allowance to provide the men with camp equipage
whether they were in the field or in cantonments
The system wns essentially vicious, . . . the Quarter
master Genefal, Colonel Munro, had been requested to
drmw up n report, and both Sir John Cradock sod Laord
Willinm Bentinck had come to the determination to
abolish the contract, when they were suddenly reealled.
ft fell to the nnhappy lot of Sir George Barlow,
already sufficiently unpopular, to carry this resolution
into effect. This retrenchment increased the resent-

1 Yol . p, 240,
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ment of the officers, und they determined to wreak their
vengeanee on the Quartermaster General, who had
stated in his report that the result of granting the
same allowanee in peace and in war for the tentage of
the native regiments, while the expenses incidental to

o At varied with circumstances, had been found by experi-

ence to place the interest and the duty of eommanding
officors in opposition to ench wother, . . . The officers
called on the Commander-inchief to bring Colonel
Munro to a court martinl for aspersions on their
character as officers and gentlemen. The Judge
Advocate General to whom the question was fully
referred, comsidered that the officers had neither right
nor reason on their side; but General MeDowell, then
on the eve of retiring from the service, yielded to
their wishes, nnd at once placed him under arrest,
He appealed to the Governor in Couneil, under whoss
authority he had acted, and the Commander-in-chief
was ordersd to relense him.'

“The battle was then joined,” wrote Lord Minto in
a private Jetter to the Chairman of the East India
Company.!  “The Commander-in-chiel committed open
sedition, and sent forth an inflnmmatory appenl from
the not= of Grovermment,’ the effect of which, ns deseribed
by Colonel Maleolm, was that of * waving a torch over u
powder magazine,” To Genernl MeDowell's unweariod
efforts *to establish a confederncy between his own
resentment ot hig exclusion from Couneil, and the

' April 25, 1508,
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imaginary grigvances of the anny,’ Lord Minto ascribed
the state of fecling that displayed itself in the absunl
attempt to try Colonel Munro for his report on the
tent eontrnct. The arrest of Colonel Munro on those
seandalous charges was a gross abuse of his authority.
* I consider the standard to have been set up agninst
the Government by that net, the scope of which was
to bring a military regulation solemnly adopted by the
Government of Fort 8t. (George and by the supreme
Government, under the cognisance of a band of officers
to be tried us a base and scandalons erime,

*The attempt was to wrest the regulation of the
army, and the control of military arrangements and
voonomy, ot of the hands of Government, in which
the constitution of these Provinces nnd of every other
country in the world, and, above all the rest, of Great
Britain, has anxiously and jealously placed ity nud com-
mit it to the officers of the army themselves.

Up to this point there seems to bave been no differ-
ence of opinion among calm men as to which party in
the conflict had right on its side ; but a change became
apparent when the violent order of the Commander-in-
chief was immediately followed by a eounter order no less
intemperate from the Government, coupled with the
dismissal of two officers of high rank who had counter-
signed and published the order of their superior. Lord
Minto, true to his principle that the specific questions
in the controversy were of very minor importance com-
pared with the fundamental and most important con-
siderution of the permanent relations between the civil
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and military powers, publicly and steadily supported
the Government of Fort St. George. That he did not de
g0 in 8 spirit of blind partiality to the proceedings of
Sir George Barlow, is proved by a confidential letter to
his son, in which he confessed his real sentiments and
the reasons for their suppression,

* This mensure—the removal of the Adjutant and
the Deputy Adjutant General for giving circnlation to
General McDowell's general order of Janunry 28—
started a question likely to unite military opinions
aguinst the Government of Fort 8t. George. Tt became
the immedinte ground of the general combination of
the army, and furnished the first questionable matter
in the struggle Sir George had to maintsin aguinst
a military faction already determined to carry their
personal opposition agninst him to extremity. Tt wus
made the kinge of these dissensions.

* You will see that T have given unqualified support
to the Government of Fort St. Greorge on this delicate
point. I was not and could not be consulted when the
mensure was adopted.  If my judgment had been to be
given in that stage I should certainly have dissuaded
ity and in truth both I and my colleagmes in Bengal
learnt the occurrence with the greatest possible regred.
We felt distinctly all the consequences that were to
follow ; a general bond of union among the dissffected,
and a plausible pretest, which hnd not before existed,
for discontent and clamour, was now furnished by this
most unfortunate and impolitic measure, [ am making
this confession most confidentially to you and my very
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few confidants. In India it is n seeret to everybody but
Mr. Lumsden, Mr. Colebroke, and General Hewitt.

I had to consider, however, not whether the
measure was to be taken, but, being already taken,
whether it shonld be reversed. To put Sir George in
the wrong on any point, but especially on the main
point, was to overthrow his Government and give a
complete triumph to military combination for all time
to come: for it must not be forgotten that the sucoess-
ful combination of the Bengsl officers in 17896, when
Government at home took fright, is the real root of
the late insubordination in the army of the Madras
Presidency.

¢TI had nevertheless to satisfy myself upon the
abstract merits of the question : for, nlthough the publie
safety might require that I should support an impolitie
measure, nothing could have induced me to strain the
point of justice ; and if these officers hnd appeared to
me unjustly removed, or if military principles had in
my judgment been really violated on this occasion, 1
must have restored the officers, and disavowed the
principle, without regard to consequences.’

The letter goes on to state at considerable length
the incontrovertible grounds or arguments by which
Lord Minto satisfied himself thot the action of the
Adjutant and Deputy Adjutant General, in publishing
and disseminating the general order of the Commander-
in-chief, in defiance of ‘the regulation that all orders
should be in the first instance submitted to the Govern-
ment, was 8 dereliction of duty that justified their
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dismissal by Sir George Barlow fram u legal, though
not from a politie, point of view. Having reached
which conelusion he did not hesitate to give his un-
qualified support to the Government of Fort St. George,
In a letter to the Eemetﬂummitteaheurgﬂduponthm
the adoption of a similar course.

“In these circumstances the safety of Indin must
depend upon the support given to the local Government
by the authorities in England. 1 can have no right to
dictate any judgment to those to whom I am myself
subardinate, but my duty requires that I should state
my opinion.

* An army, that is not subordinate to the Govern-
ment of the country in which it serves, is its master;
and, while this inverted order of things continnes, no
Government can be responsible for the conduet of affiire
of which they are in reality divested. The present is o
fair trial of strength between legal government and its
most formidable rival. Feeble measures will not decide
the contest, and a mere negative to the pretensions of
the factions will not prevent the frequent repetition of
the experiment which is now making. That ean be
effected only, not by demonstrating the vanity, but by
showing the dangers, of such trunsgressions. The two
leading paints, therefore, in the measures which I re-
commend at home arey—first, 8 clear and distinet
support of the Government of Fort St. George ; second,
the signal punishment of the principal offenders

*One essential point is to tuke care that the present
factions be not enabled to elaim the slightest degree of

ri
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suceess in any of their real or professed objects. What-
ever may be thought of the question concerning the
restoration of the Commander-in-chief to Council, it
eould not, I think, be ndopted at the present moment
without great and important mischief.’!

When Lord Minto wrote these lines he evidently
thought the crisis over. Nothing was further from the
truth. Within two dayg, on May 11, an order, issued by
Sir George Barlow, for the removal of four officers from
their commands, and the suspension of eight others,
cansed the searcely smothered flames of disaffection to
burst out with renewed fiercenesz.  The grounds of this
summary proceeding were stated to be the discovery by
the Grovernor of the existence of combinations and cabals
among the officers; in proof of this a memorinl was
produced, confessedly drawn up by the officers and for
private cireulation among them, stating their grievances
and demands, and appealing from the Government of
Fort St. George to the Governor Geuneral to whom it
was addressed. This memorinl, having been obtained
by the Government of Madras from sources not divulged,
was forwarded to Calentta. There appears to have
been no question as to its suthenticity, and though it
had not reached him by the channel intended by the
memorialists, the Governor General answered it point
by point in a letter to Sir George Barlow, who was
directed to publish it to the Madms army.

This paper in its entirety is too long to be inserted

' April 35, 1808,
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bere; it istoo good to be mutilated. It is, in fact, an ex-
haustive statement of the questions at issue between the
officers and the Madras Government, and likewise of the
general principles which necessitated the subordination
of the army to the State. When in due time it reached
England, Lord Malmesbury described it as-the finest
and ablest State paper he had ever read. Lord Minto
himself thought it far toolong; but he desired, he said,
“to convinee the reason of the younger officers as well
as to enforce their obedience, and to lay a statement
before the army of principles he thought ill understood.”
While Sir George Barlow was content to reiterate thai
the first attribute of the executive is strength, Lord
Minto insisted also on what he considered to be the
corollary of the same principle—that the strength of
the executive lies in its being derived from the national
will, whenee its rightful elaim on the obedience of all
classes of men. The antagonism displayed to the
executive at Madras arose in its mming to be the will
af Bir George Barlow.

It was a hubit of mind with Lord Minto to look for
the csnses of things below the surface. In this case
he saw in the majority of the officers very young and
halfinstructed men (*and who so confident of himself
as a half-instructed man ? ). He saw them brought. to-
gether in a distant comer of the Empire, removed from
the influence of such public opinion us exists in all large
and mixed societies, tempted by the ecircumstances of
their case to exaggerate their own importance, till the
interests of a few officers became in their eyes the



214 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. (1809

cause of an army, and till the reciprocal duties of
brother officers became more to them than the primary
relations which knit together the citizens of o common
State. He entertained, therefore, a sanguine hope that
thepmulgnﬁnnofmmderpﬁmiplmwuuldchﬂcktha
progress of error. From the letter to Sir George
Barlow we propose to quote ouly one passage, from
which thngmnmlhmaanﬂnpir&ofthﬁngnmmtmq
be inferred. .
¢ We are nconstomed in England, without distine-
tion of profession or degree, to speak with pride and
reverence of that nice and serupulous solicitude whioh
pervades the constitutional policy of Great Britain on
every point that affects, however remotely, the great
and primary concerns of civil liberty and domestic
security,—blessings which it is natural to wvalue most
highly in a country where they are best known and ex-
perienced. It is ‘this great national sentiment which
requires, as the main and most indispensable provision
for civil security, the absolute unqualified subordination
of the army to the State, or in other words to the
Government of the country, Out of the same principle
springs the necessity of peculinr restraints on the
military body, and the abridgment in their case of some
privileges and practices which are permitted, becanss
they are not deemed hazardons, in other parts of life,
“Among the chief of these restraints are to be placed
the strict prohibition of military combination for the
furtherance of professional views or wishes, and of
open and concerted opposition by military men in their



ZEr. 6] MUTINY OF OFFICERS. 215

military character to the Government or the persons
who administer it. . . .

‘It were to be lamented, and little to the credit
of military men, if, on points which touch so nearly all
that is most dear to their country, they should cease
to think and feel ns Englishmen when they become
goldiers, and should suffer the partisl spirit of a pro-
fession to wean them from those sentiments and sym-
puthies which, like their brethren in civil life, they
imbibed with their milk, and which distinguish and
illustrate their nntion.'

Though this paper, dated Fort William, May 27,
1809, purported to emanate from the Governor General
in Council, and was therefore signed by the members of
Council generally, he himself suid of it: ¢ Whether it
is thonght good or bad, prosy or otherwise, it is cer-
tainly my own, for I wrote every word of it myself.!

Severnl of the suspended officers went to Caleutia
and laid their grievances before Lord Minto. From
them, and by letter from Colonels Malcolm and Close
and Sir George Barlow, he was kept aware of the pro-
gress of events.  Maleolm wrote that Barlow’s blind-
ness to the incressing dangers amounted to a disease
of mind : Barlow, that Maleolm’s love of popularity
prompted him to recommend concessions which the
honour of the Government forbad it to grant. Colonel
Cloge ngreed with Lord Minto that submission must
precede concession.  But of the former there was no sign.
A regular organisation of revolt was frimed. The open
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revolt of Masulipatam (where the officers seized the
fortress and put their commanding officer under arrest)
left no doubt as to the lengths to which they were
prepared to go. It was quickly followed by the mutiny
of Beringnpatam. From Masulipatam, where he had
been sent. by Sir George Barlow on a mission, Malcolm
wrote ‘that there was not a Companys corps from
Cape Comorin to Gunjam that was not implicated in
the geneml guilt—that is not pledged to rise against
Government unless what they eall their grievances are
redressed.’ Colonel Close, who, on sccount of his great
popularity with the army, had been sent to Hyderabad
to take command of the subsidiary force, was met at
the camp by the whole of the troops under arms and
prepared for action. Plans were formed for concentra-
ting the rebel force; all concealment was thrown off,
and menaces were heard that 30,000 men would march
upon Madras, The Jaulna detachment actually quitted
their station in the exeeution of that plan. Public
treasure was seized, correspondence interrupted—in a
word, civil war had commenced. At this juncture the
eool cournge and energy of Sir George Barlow saved the
Empire from what at best mnst have been a disastrous
struggle.! ¢ He determined,’ says Marshman in his

! “There are mon now living,' writes Sl J, Eunye, in the Corpes
apndence of Sir J. Malwolm, * who look back with netonishmont,
slmost with inaredulity, to that perisd of mntinons excitement, At
many of the large army stations the officers of the Company’s regi-
ments svowed themselves ready for any uet of daring revolt, They
enconmaged one ancther in treason ; they talked of fighting ngminst
& tymnfienl Government in defence of their rights to the lust drop
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& History of India,’ | ¢ if neeessary, to march the loyal
portion of the army aguinst the disaffected, The
fidelity of the King's troops could be relied on. To
test the loyalty of the officers he demanded the signa-
ture of all, without distinction, to a pledge to obey the
orders and support the authority of the Government in
Clouneil at Fort St. George on pain of removal from
their stations on the coast, though without forfeiture of
rank or pay. This measure, however, did not produse
the intended effect, as not a tenth of the whole body
of officers comsented to affix their signatures; lastly,
he directed the commanders of native regiments to
assemble the Sepoys and assure them that the discon=
tent of the officers was o personnl affair, and that the
Government had no intention to diminish the advan=
tages which they bad enjoyed, but were rother snxious
to improve them. The Sepoys and native officers re-
mained faithful to their ealt.’

In Lord Minto's opinion this mensure was as wise
and bold as it proved to be decisive. Without their
instruments the officers were powerless ; they had not
doubted the rendiness of their soldiers to adhere to them ;
inability to proceed in their criminal designs was the real
af their blood.  Beditions toasts were given ot the mess tahles, and
drunk with aproarious applavse.  From day to day tidings went forth
from one excited station to pnother—tidings of progressive insnhar-
Jination which fortified with assurances of sympathy snd support
the inaane resolves of the seattered mutineers.  The arrival of svery
post. ruised a fever of mxpectancy. Letters from the disiffected can-
tonments wers eagerly read and instantly circulsted. The moral

intoxication pervaded all ranks from the colonel to the ensign.’
* Yol ii. p. 943, .
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gronnd of the collapse which ensued. Sir James Mack-
intosh took a different view. Writing of these events
to Colonel Maleolm he ¢ confessed that were he asked
whether the deposition of a Governor by military force
or an appeal to private soldiers aguinst their officers be
the greater evil, I am compelled to own that I must
hesitate.’!  Lord Minto did not hesitate to declare
his conviction that the power which entrusts to the
m[diarhiawwdhunmpmnﬂnhhnmhhﬁddﬁg.’

‘If; he wrote in a despatch to the Seeret Come
mittee, ‘they had in truth, as their officers appear
never to have allowed themsslves o doubt, ndhered to
their cnuse, and had been thereby betrayed to their
ruin in the pursuit of eriminal designg totally foreign
to their own interests and concerns, it is impossible to
foresce the dreadful extremities to which they might
have been impelled agninst those who would have boen
Jjustly responsible for these disasters.”

Lord Minto had intended to go to Madras in July ;
but the confident assurance of Sir G. Barlow that
matters were quieting down, added to his own wish to

' Bir J. Mackintosh to Colonel Maleolm, Bombay, Angust 30,
180, puhlished in Correspondonce of Sir J, Walools.

* In the article on the Madras muting, already quited { Quarterly
Revicw, May 1811), the following passige oocors: The policy
of detaching the Sepoys from their rebellions officors had hoen
adopted by Lord Clive, the futher of our Indian dominion, on the
muting of the Bengal officers in the yosr 1765, I truth, he in 1765
earried his policy to & much further axtent than Sie George Barlow
in 1800 ; for the former, finding that the refmaotory officers whom he
had disearded, showsd some disposition to continue embodied in his
nrighbourhood, ntuﬂ;dhpﬂuﬂnmdﬁmnpm&m
these afficers or to bring them prisoners into the eamp,”
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let the minor Government. do its own work if it could,
caused him to deluy his departure, until the news of
the revolt at Masulipatam reached him, when be at
once embarked for Madras on August 5. Before leaving
Bengal he wrote to General Hewitt, who was at Agra,
to prepare himself for civil war, The monsoon delayed
his passage, and when he arrived he found to his sineere
satisfaction that the crisis was at an end.

Sir J. Mackintosh was not disappointed in the ex-
pectation he expressed in a letter to Colonel Maleolm
that Lord Minto's great abilities and humane character
w&:ﬂ dispose him to conciliation, Oun his arrival at
Madrss he was informed that the officers had made
their submission, and sddressed on Augnst 11 *a peni-
tential letter® to himself. His own letter, nominally
addressed to Sir George Barlow, but substantially to
the army, had been published by order of the Madras
Government at. every military station in the Presidency ;
and thongh too late to stay the seditions proceedings
then on the point of brenking out, it seems, neverthe-
less, not to have failed altogether of effect for it was
remarked af the time that their general confidence in
Lord Mintos justice and moderation eansed the news
of his approach to be weleomed even by those who knew
how unflinching had been his support of Sir George
Barlow. Lord Minto desired to weaken us little as pos-
' sible the Government of Fort St. (George ; he therefore,
on arriving at Madras, announced his determination to
interfere in no degree in the government of the Presi-
dency, which was in all respects to be carried on as if
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Calentta were still the seat of the supreme authority ;
but he felt that he should discharge imperfectly the
extraordinary powers entrusted to him if he contented
himself with professing a blind coneurrence in counsels
over which he had come to preside. He determined
therefore ‘to pursue s personal investigation of the
facts, followed by o mature deliberation on their results,
before committing himself to any of the principal
points depending.”

An order, dated September 23, 1809, conveyed the
judgment at which he arrived after the most search-
ing enquiry and anxions consideration. It stated in
clear but most moderate terms the offence against the
Jjust authority of Government, of which the const artny
had been guilty, and then proceeded to make a selection
of the offenders for punishment.

‘ The selection,’ says the order, “is to consist of the
officers in command of stations, or bodies of troops ;
commandants of corps; and persons peculiarly distin-
guished for o forward and violent part in the most
eriminal acts or proceedings of the army. Officers in-
cluded in the two first categories would be sent for
tral to courts martial, the number not exceeding
twenty-one.” Those in the last were permitted to take
their choice of trial or dismissal from the service. To
the rest of the army a genernl and unqualified amnesty
was granted. The language of this general order ad-
mirahly reflocted the spirit of its author. It was at
once firm and generous. Tt demonstrated the Governor
General's determination to do no more than was neces
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sary for the vindication of justice. It firmly rensserted
the prineiples of military subordination to legnl an-
thority, which the proceedings of the army had set
at defiance, and it did’ not shrink from a tribute to
Sir George Barlow, to whose firmness and energy it was
due that n monstrous conflict had been avoided between
the coust army and their country. The order ended
by an earnest exhartation to the officers to think less
lightly than they had been acenstomed to do of violating
the first, the most sacred, and the most charaeteristic
duty of & soldier, fidelity to the power he serves. ‘L
entreat them to be persunded that no man of honour
at the head of o Government will ever compromise with
revolt, and that in every ense the conflict must he
carried to the last extremity. My sentiments on that
subject are not equivoeal, and are not assumed for the
occasion. ‘They have been pronounced long since, and
previous toany indication of troubles on the coast. My
fixed and firm principle iz, that the utmost evils that can
How from a contest with revolt, and even from defeat, are
much inferior to the greater, more permanent, and more
extengive mischief of concession. In such cases the
revolted party may recede, and will always do so with
honour, sserificing nothing but passions and crimes.
The Government agninst which the revolt is made, has
no option but to maintain the contest or abandon its
trust and fly from its duty.’

In the letter he addressed from Madms to the
Secret Committee, congratulating them on the ter-
mination of the dangerons troubles which had agitated
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the Presidency sinee the month of Jannary, he
says t—

‘Greater perils have, perhaps, never threatened
the possessions of the Homonmble Company, or the
British empire in India; and so great an alarm has
seldom subsided so suddenly, so entirely, and with so
fair a prospect not only of the permanent restoration
of former security and tranquillity, but of the improve-
ment of these blessings. ., . . When [ embarked at
Fort William on Angust 5, the most recent events were
the mutiny and revolt at Masulipatam. 1 received
also with considerable uneasiness casunl sccounts of
an engagement between the King's and the Company’s
troops at Seringapatam.

“The only certain and infallible issue of a contest so
unnatural and o lamentable as that which we might
have had to maintnin was the total and irretrievable
ruin of thirteen hundred English pentlemen, who ware
engaged in an enterprise equally eriminal and hope-
less,

‘In a case of such general participation by a nn-
merous body in the offtnce which is to be punished, it
is obyvions that the penalty cannot be extended to all,
and that some must be selected for examples; . . .
that these examples need not be numerous is my
opinion.’

In & later letter, describing his final measures, he
wrote :

T considered that the mass of the offending officers
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were to be necessarily replaced in stations of trust;
that our native armies were still to be commanded by
them, and that, whether the penalty should fall on few
or comparatively on many, onr army was still to be
composed of associntes in the common offence.

¢ Policy, therefore, if not n more generous principle,
points to conciliation as the most expedient as well as,
in other points of view, the most commendable founda-
tion of our measures. The change in events has changed
the principle. :

¢ While revalt was on foot, coneilintion which would
have been mistaken, or perhaps justly taken for weak-
ness, must have impaired both dignity and power.
After submission, a concilistory courde becomes &
point not merely of prudence but of magnanimity.’

It had been Lord Minto's anxions wish that a Com-
mander-in-chief should arrive at Madras from England
before his own departure took place; when that was
found impracticable, he invited General Hewitt to
Madras. ¢ The fit moment had arrived for the important
work of reviving discipline. The power of Government
and of the Commander-inchief cannot at present be
disputed or opposed. Futurity is so impenetrable that
the favourable moment ought not to belost. The task
will not, I think, be difficnlt, but it requires prodence
and judgment as well as firmness and power, for the
disease is pretty much fixed in the habit. It is one of
those undertakings which precipitation has a tendency
to retard. The art of government comsists in distin-
guishing between the course which is suited to extra-
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ondinary conjunctures, and the permanent policy by
which men are to be governed.'!

¢ Revolt must first be subdued ; the next care is to
prevent a returmn of that evil. No doubt the strong and
successful repression of the late seditions would tend
to discournge similar dispositions in the fature; but
other means yet more efficacious should be combined
with these, for the actions of men being prompted as
much by their passions and tempers as by their reason,
a sense of danger will not always restrain them. That
real grievanees must be redressed will not be disputed ;
but it appears to me that a Government shounld study
even the passions, the temper, the prejudices, and the
errors of those who are subject to their rule. Tt would
follow from this principle that if any peeuliar eireum—
stances in the late events should appear to have pro-
moted them, or to have increansed the diffieulty of re-
straining them, and that these circumstances should
be eapable of alteration, it should be dome.

£If there be reason to think that auy obstacle to the
restoration not merely of discipline, but of temper and
barmony, now stands in the way, that obstacle, although
it should be conmected with the most unrensonable and
most unjustifiable passions and prejudices of the time,
had better be removed, provided the measures taken
for that purpose can be ascribed to a spirit of wise
eonciliation, and eannot by any possihility be set down
to motives of intimidation—and this advantage does

! Lord Minto to the Beeret Commitiee.
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belong to the stronger party after victory—with a view
to promote foture harmony with o subdoed adver-
sary.’!
‘Madms: February 3, 18102

£Tt is quite uncertain when T shall get home (to
Bengul). I intended to go sbout the middle of this
month. But although the army is in a perfectly safe
state, it is not like any other army or any other set
of people that ever was. There is o good deal of irri-
tation kept up by the courts martial; and different
incidents in the late troubles are still fresh emough
to make bad blood between one corps and another.
Wherever there is any agitation at all, the Company's
officers cut the King's, who make them very weleome
snd hold them mighty cheap, as well they may, being
in the right and the others in the wrong. This is not
like discipline, nor like an entire return to tranquillity,
but it is not quite out of nature; and I think myself
that all will get right, provided there is a little temper
and patience with this temporary evil. Regular and
steady discipline must certainly be restored, or rather
created, for it never existed here; but these wild
steads must be handled and hitted, and not backed in
a moment by a rough-rider. Everything is so per-
fectly secure on muterial points, that a quiet process
may he tried, withont danger from new mischief. As
diseipline must be enforced, however, quicker or slower,

! The letter ends with soma praotieal suggestions for improving
the eondition of the higher ranks of the army.

% T Lady Minto.

Q
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that undertaking cannot be left to Sir George and
General Gowdie. '

‘One is hated, indeed execrated, though unjustly,
yet heartily. The other does not inspire much awe.
I propose, therefore, to invite General Hewitt here
immediately. He has all the qualities that suit the
occasion.  His authority, which is the highest military
authority in India, will be respected. He has excel-
lent military prineiples, abhors o departure from the
soundest military charucter, is firm, temperate, and
Judicions. We are on o most cordial footing, and I
shall wait for him here, and leave him in charge with-
out anxiety when we have thoronghly compared our
ideas. Coventry i the order of the day. Indeed there
is no other deviation from discipling, or none to speak
of. This is closely connected with the recent violence,
and if no new erciting cause, ns Wilson ealls it, be
ereated, the old impressions will gradually wear them-
selves out, and the effect will disappear with the cause.’

The disappearance could not be counted upon so
long as the courts martial continued in session, nor
until, by the arrival of the Commander-in-chief, a mili-
tary authority should have been established superior
to that of the very well-intentioned, but not ahle officer
who commanded the const army in the meantime ;
and thus Lord Minto remained at Madras for fourteen
manths,

The sentences in several instances were not np-
proved by the Government, and were suspended during
re-consideration ; and in England, as in India, a violent
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controversy arose upon the generul policy which had
been observed towards the rebellions army. Some
blamed it as too severs, some as having unduly slnck-
ened the reins of authority. Tt was no doubt due to
the dissensions on the subject in the Court of Directors
that Lord Minto was left without any official statement
of their opinions on these weighty matters for more
than twe years after they took place.



as8 LORD MINTO IN INDIA [1800

CHAPTER X.

Lowp MiNT0's pre-occupations at Madras were not
wholly of an unpleasant kind; for, during his residence
there, a marriage took place between his youngest son,
John, and Amelia Casamaijor,! a young lady whose fumily
had long been in friendly relations with that of Lord
Minto. He told his correspondents at home in a very
amusing style of the series of emotions which possessed
his whole being, and dispossessed each other during
the spuce of ane quarter of an hour; from the incredy-
lous horror with which he had learnt thut *the boy’
contemplated matrimony, throngh various phases of
fury and amusement, till all enlminated in a sudden hut
profound convietion, that it was the very hest thing
that could have happened ; and he found himself hlessing
and kissing everybody all round, thinking in his heart
all the time that it would have been more nutural to
fall in love with her mother, a very handsome woman,
than with a chit of eighteen, The marriage took place
at Madras, in December 1809, and, hesides being a
very happy nrrangement for the prineipals, greatly con-

' Third daughter of James Hmryﬂltnmijw.!nq..dﬂdm
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tributed to the cheerfulness and eomfort of Lord Minto's
life in Indin.
After describing the wedding, be wrote to his wife.

¢ Deeember 20, 1809,

* My domestic longings are becoming every month
more importunate and unreasonable, 1 first deter-
mined not to reckon for many vears to come, well
knowing that the hours of expectation would not be
made fewer by any sort of computation I could con-
trive, but that they would be much incrensed in length
and retarded in velocity. Then I compromised for
quarters of a year. Then it came to monthe, and now
I grieve to suy that T am actunlly counting days, with
all the exactness of a clock. The days are innumer-
able indeed, yet, being a good arithmetician, I sctually
know their number. It is a long line of march in
which one rank seems to stop another, and the whole
column seems to stand still. It would be a great joy
to skip a day, but that never happens. I reckon
this diurnal reckoning one of the most improvi-
dent aets of my life, and 1 must go on counting and
longing to the end of the chapter. One of my common
vigils is performing the voynge home, and then the
journey from one well-known sign-post to another,
from the Hed Lion, Barmet, to Minto. As T have n
perfectly fair wind, and plenty of it all the way to
Portsmouth, and good roads and horses to Minto, T
meet with no let or hindranee till I come to the Lower
Lodge, and from thence to the Lilly Law is a tedious
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distressing job. I always go the Cornhill Road, for
the snke of touching at Lennel, and sometimes T mest
a Mintonian there, looking out for me.’
“March 5, 1810,

‘I shall be happy, I confess, to find myself at
Barrackpore once more. I think 1 have the business
in as favourable a state here as it is reasonable to ex-
pect. The ways of thinking of this army are radically
bad ; but there is not a shadow of danger left, and I
feel great confidence in the efficacy of all that has been
done, in preventing any return of the confederating,
that is to say, in truth, mutinous proctices, which have
been witnessed on o many other oceasions. There is
still, however, n great deal more petty indiscipline,
such as Coventry and insults to obnoxious individuals,
than can be accounted military or suffered to continue.
But these irregular habits are naturally cultivated in
times of trouble, and they have been kept in more than
their usual or natural activity by the irtitation of the
courts martial sitting on the comrades, associates, and
only the other day accomplices, of those who Wilnessed
their proceedings. The trials are now all concluded ;
and that exciting canse being removed, a steady and
temperate course of alterative remedies, that is to say,
a gradual but uniform introduction of regular discipline,
and inculeation of sound military principles, of which
I have not been sparing, may in mny opinion sccom-
plish the object. The courts martial have been very

!mmam.naunm
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softy which, besides depriving the canse of discipline
of salutary exnmples, has laid Government under the
necessity of doing ungracions things and incurring
odinm which onght not to have been thrown upon ity
by censuring and refusing to confirm sentences of too
much lenity. The conrts martial have found all those
who hive been tried, guwilly, except one who is honowr-
ably aequitted, directly contrary toevidence; and those
who have been convieted have only been eashiered for
the most flagrant and dangerous mutiny. But T ean-
not afford to write another despateh on this subject.
Boon after Lord Minto’'s return from Madras to
Caleutta, his second son, George Elliot,! following the
example of his younger brother, married & young lady of
great personal attructions, who was much admired in the
society of Caleutta. Like her sister-in-law she was im-
mediately installed in apartments at the Government
House, which *was much improved thereby in cheerfnl-
niess and comfort.” * My reigning theme is my danghters-
in-law. 1 cannot repeat too often that E. is really
lovely in face, person, and character.  There never was
a more sweet and gentle disposition; and A. is my
grand favourite, with mirth, good temper, good sense,
and good character, [ have occasion for all the comforts
I can snatch ; for my work is hard and fatigues both
body and spirit, not by hodily exercise but by the effect
of mental labour on a body entirely at rest. 1 am as
entirely done up by ten o'cloek as if I had been all day

! Uaptain George Elliot, afterwards Admiral and K.O,B., married
in 1510 Elisa, daughter of James Noss, Es.
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nnthnmuuu.n.ndlnmingunnndtmmunhmar-
worked to be froaty-mornish. However, I have u good
quiet sort of contentedness, and spectator-like enjoy-
ment of all thah.sppinaa.qnbuut me, which serves my
turn, A few gulps of caller air down our strath will
mkamntouyounglndoppmuiw for the best nerves
among yoi.'

A present from his eldest daughter of Seott’s Inst
poem, “The Lady of the Lake,’ gave him great delight.
* I wish,” she wrote to him from Edinburgh, where the
family were gpending the winter of 1809-10,—* I wish
that the Edinburgh Review was to be out before the
ehipe go, but it will not. M. Jeffrey will certainly
review it himself, and I cannot help thinking he will he
a little puzzled ; for he does not like to he seolded hy
Mrs, Beott or to hurt Wulter, though he pretends not
to care; and yet he is very likely to bully himself into
being more severe than he would nuturally be, to prove
to himself he really does mot edre. [t is impossible
for anybody that does not know this odd little man to
eater into the merits of his character ; but it is the
most amusing thing to wateh when you do understand
it, and to observe all the odd contradictions, or secining
eontradictions, produced by the same causes, [t e s
a puradox to say thut he is not in the least ill-natured 3
and yet I never kuew an scquaintance of his that did
not say the same thing, and though he wonders how
4nybody can be so silly as to mind the tone of riclicule
bie assumes and the severs things he suys in his Reviews,
he really is sorry when they do, He is very proud of
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himself because he has bullicd ns all (Lord Webb,' and
I ean't tell you who) about Crabbe; who has just
published a new volume, full of horrors of all kinds
which he chooses to admire; and we expect s very
favourable review of it in the next number. I have
not much objection to this; but if he is not more re-
spectful in his review of * The Lady ' than he was in that
of * Marmion,' 1 shall vow vengennce on his little head.
How to execute it will be the most difficult job ; for he
cares for nothing that anybody cun say or do, onless
perhaps one wis to gag him ; but then death would soon
put an end to his torments, and he would die of a reple-
tion of words.'

The winter of 1808-10 wns n very plensant one in
Edinburgh. Dugald Stewsrt had not yet quitted the
chair of Moral Philosophy; and the influence of his
chameter, manners, and taste, gave a tone to the College
which was snid to be of even greater ndvantage to the
students than that they derived from sttendsnee at his
leetures.  Playfair still oceupied the chair of Natural
Philosophy, and found time to full into the chains of
the lively Mrs. Apreece, better known in after years as
Lady Davy, but who in 1810 mude the world of Edin-
burgh stare when introduced to it under the nuspices of
the Duchess of Gordon as the true Corinne. Where
Playfair wag, generally come Lord Webb Seymour, the
gentle and the wise, the two friends being so insepuruble
as to be dubbed husband sud wife, These were intimate
friends of the Minto family, ns were also ¢ John Murray

! Lord Wbl Seymonr.
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-and Henry Cockburn, as full of fun and sense as an egg
is full of meat, Thomas Thomson, *the oldest, the
gravest, and the most learned of all,' and the (lerks
of Eldin, ‘a family of geninses ' revolving round their
aged father, imeverently nicknamed ¢ old Tacties”!  On
this foundation Lady Minto and her cousin, Lady
Carnegie, had in a former year instituted & coterie,
dignified by the name of the < Brown Toast Club,” in
allusion to one of its fundamental laws—that the mem-
bers should trust to ¢the cup which cheers and not
inehrintes * for their exhilaration, and to buttered tonst
for their support.  So popular were these meetings that
hard-worked lawyers sat up all night to. prepare their
work in Court next day rather than lose the evening
hours with the Brown Touasters. ¢ Jefirey is most enter-
twmning with his miseries of writing reviews with his
head full of bud law, and his law with his head fall of
reviews, and passing his nights scribbling and being
abused for his pains. He is 80 smitten Just now with
M.s beauty that his friends say she must cover her face
il he is to write any more reviews, Miny people would
in that case bid her show it for humanity’s sake.’®* To
one of these ‘small parties’ came Madame Catalani.
*She sang one song delightfally,’ wrote Lady Minto ;
¢ then, having a cold, would not sing again, but consentd
to show attitudes,—as Lady Hamilton did in her days of
beauty,—und we were all in ecstasies, I'think her beau-

'_Inhnﬂldinfmlﬂn,‘iummfufthnmﬂdunmd naval

¥ Hon, A, M. Elliot to her futler,



. 58] THE BROWN TOAST CLUB. 235

tiful, the finest eyes I ever saw ; and her manner so gay
and natural as well a2 graceful that I rejoiced I wos
not a man to become her slave. The evil-minded accuse
her and her fumily of being spies employed by Bona-
parte: certain it is that the husband’s sister is established
bere as a person of very considernble fortune, and says
Bonaparte gave her permission to come to England for
no given time ; but [do not see what they can spy, for
in England nothing is a secret, or ever will be. They
may tell him all the Ministers are at varianee, and the
country with the Ministers; but, as to anything they
intend to do, I suspect. it is more than they know them-
.m" .

To these cheerful letters Lord Minto replied :

“You were Brown Toonsts nt the date of your last
letter from Edinburgh, and 1 think this must be sbout
the pleasantest part of your lives; inasmuech as wit,
and leamning, and good sense, and good humeour, and
good chameter withal, which are the portion, I believe,
of every member of your Club, make excellent four
hours. 1 shall be delighted to be admitted to your
Thé, though not legally qualified ; but the black kettle
and brown toast would make my outlawed mouth water
if it were only for the base corporeal gluttony of the
thing. 8o, Molly, put the kettle on, and T'll be with
you in & trice. You will find me an old carle ; 1 really
am tired—I mean wenry ; and it is full time I was out of
harness, and without my shoes in one of your mother’s
best improved grass-parks. It would be o vain attempt
to tell you how I long for the goul of my seven years’
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race. T have been at full speed the whole way, and g
round or two more would break me down, I do believe.!

The last fleet of 1810 brought to India the dis-
tressing news of the death of Mr. Windham. To Lord
Minto it was an irreparable loss, for their friendship
had hegun in early life and been fuithful through long
years.  No important step had been taken by the one
without previous consultation with the other; and, with
considerahle difference of charucter, there had been sin-
gular hirmony in their sentiments.

* Windham expirod at between eleven and twealve
o'clock on Monday,’ wrote Lady Malmesbury on June 6.
*He had taken the opinion of eleven medical persons
before he consented to the operation, and only one was
agninst it. He is universally regretted by all parties
and persons. He was of that valuable description of
men, whom Burke so finely deseribed, that become daily
more valunble as the race becomes extinet, for such it
will be soon—the high-minded, honourable, true-horn
gentleman ; and yet he wos an illegitimate son, and his
mother of the lowest description. As Fitzharris gavicl
to me, he was one under whom, if had times ChIme,
one might have fought without fear of disgrace. My
Dominie never left his bedside nor rested the three
last mights! Another correspondent wrote: 1 am
assured by the physicinns that the solicitude anud
enquiries have been double what were expressed for Mr.
Pitt and Mr. Fox.'

The operation mentioned by Lady Malmesbury,
which appears to have been very doubtfully neces-
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sary, was oceasioned by the results of an aceident met
with by Mr. Windham in the preceding year.

¢(me night,’ wrote another eorrespondent, *in the
beginning of July 1808, as he was returning home
alone and on foot from the Miss Berrys', where he was
spending the evening, he perceived a fire; and after
tracing it found it next door to the house of his
friend, Mr. North. The exertions he made to save
different articles of value showed all his charcteristic
energy. In carrying a load of books he fell, and
received n contnsion on the hip. A tumour was the
consequence, and an operation the conelusion. His
constitution did mof mily. He saw the approach
of dissolution without the least unmanly repining,
though he owned he had many reasons for wishing the
prolongation of life, particularly in so fur as affected
Mrs. Windham. On the evening before he died he
signed a codicil to his will, and, having done g0, shook
hands with the witnesses with a smile on his face, and
in half an hour fell asleep never to awake again in this
world. As n stalesman, an orator, 8 a0 of liternture
and science, n man of purity and integrity in public
and private life, of various aceomplishments and soeial
qualities, he has not left his equal behind him.

¢ Previous to the operation he wrote to his friend,
Dr. Fisher, aud told him what he was about to undergo;
that he understood there was much hazard in his case
either way, and he very earnestly wighed to receive the
Sacrament, which was sccordingly administered to him,
and he expressed much gatisfaction in having performes
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this duty, as if he expected that this might be his last
opportunity.

‘ By an observation in his diary, the day you took
leave of him, he seems to have had o presentiment that
you would never meet ngain.

*Though he reached the age of sixty, I wonder how
he conld accomplish half the manuseripts he has left
behind him, 1st, n complete translation of De Thou's
history ; 2nd, an immense body of mathematios ; and
lastly, an uninterrupted journal from January 1782 to
within four days of the operation that proved fatal
to him. Nothing, however, is likely to prove fit for
publieation except the mathematical works, which he
desired, only two days previous to his death, to he
submitted to the inspection of Dir. King, Bishop of
Rochester.”
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CHAPTER XL

Tre most brilliant chapter in Lord Minto's Indian
government is that of his foreign policy. When Mr.
Canning declared that e would call the new world into
existence to redress the halance of the old, be expressed
in an effective phruse the spirit of the policy earried
ont by Lord Minto in the East. The conquests of
England in one hemisphere redressed the balance of
power in the other. Every fresh gain by France in
Furope was followed by a corresponding loss in Agig.
1t was the glory of Lord Minto’s administration that,
whereas at its commencement dread of a French in-
vasion of Indin haunted the imagination of statesmen,
at its close France had lost all her acquisitions eastward
of the Cape. The isles of Bourbon and of France, the
Moluecns, nnd Java, had been added to the eolomial

wgions of Great Britain, the feets of Franece were
swept from the Indinn sens, and England was without a
rival in the Eastern hemisphere.

The first step in this great scheme was mot the
most suceessful.  On the conquest of Portugal by the
French, the Indinn Government received orders to
occupy the Portuguese settlements in the Fast. Groa



240 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. [181¢

wis already protected by British troops, though the
eivil administration was still carried on by Portuguese.
It was intimated that Macao should in similar manner
be protected by a British occupation from annexation
to France. A small expedition was sent from Indin to
Maeao in September 1809 ; but, though it effected a
Innding, it was met with such firm though courteous
apposition by the Chinese authorities, that it was deemed
expedient to re-embark the troops and to abstain from
any further designs in that quarter, leaving the Chinese
to guard their own consts, which they nppeared well
prepared to do.

About the same time, three ships of the line, ear-
rying troops, took possession of Ambeoyna, the chief of
the Dutch Spice Islands, or Moluceas, and early in the
spring of 1810 the whole of the gronp wus annexed
to the British erown. These small expeditions were
despatehied from India while Lord Minto was at Madras.
Immediately on his return to Calentta preparations were
eommeneed for more important enterprises.

It will be remembered that within a few wesks
after Lord Minto's assumption of the reins of govern-
ment in 1807, plans were submitted to him for the
reduction of the islands of Bourbon and Mauritius, and
of Java, which the fortune of war had trunsferred, along
with the Moluccas and other settlements eastward of
Indin, from the possession of the Duteh to that of the
French.,

These plans had been laid aside on the ground
that the time for their execution wis not come; first,
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becanse of the financial difficalties in which the Com-
m‘a;ﬂﬁm were then involved ; secondly, becanse
of some uncertainty as to the approval of the Minis-
try which had lately taken office in England. The
Whig Ministers, Lords Grenville and Grey, while yield-
ing to mone in their desire to promote a system of
public economy, had entertained and discussed such
£ plans* with Lord Minto before he left England ; but
the Ministers who suecended them were believed to have
other views. Lord Castlereagh, who had become War
Secretary, had in 1800 forbidden any operations east-
ward of India, snd expeditions against the Fremch
islands had been positively interdicted to the Indian
Government, in spite of the severe damage sustained by
their merchant trade from Freneh ernisers.

In one of his first letters from Indin to the Chair-
man of the East Indin Company, Lord Minto had
pointed out the importance of a conquest of the Tsle of
France or Muauriting, and the Isle of Bourbon :—* The
Mauriting affords a secure port for equipping and re-
fitting ships of war and other crmisers against our
teade, and a place of refuge and safety for them and
their prizes. Every project of the enemy which re-
quires a naval and military force, will find facilities in
the possession of the Muauritins. Troops, stores, and
shipping may be almost imperceptibly assembled there,
separately and in detail, which conld not without ex-
treme hosurd of fuilure, be dispatched in a body from
France.! Twice during the administration of Lard
Wellesley, had expeditions to the Coast of Malabar

B
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been sent out from the Mauritius, and the capture of
British merchantmen even in the Bay of Bengal had
grievonsly humilisted the Government of India, which
would at once have resented the injury by a descent
upon the istands, but for the refusal of the Admiral on
the station to act under any orders unless issued
through the Admiralty.'

In 1809 no fewer than six Indismen were taken
on their voyage. [t was then felt to be high time to
protect our maritime trade from further depredations,
and early in 1810 an expedition sailed from India to
the French islands under eireumstances which Lord
Minto's letters will best deseribe,

t On the first deeasion, s frignte from the Manritins landed o
pumber of French troops sod othors at Mangmlore on the eoast of
Mulabar, who joined the standnrd of Sultan Tippoo, dignifisd him

with the title of Oitlzen Tippoo, deelared his dominions n republic,
wune & indivizible, ani planted n tree of liberty. On the saaimcd o0
ension a large armament arrived off Pondigherry, eonsigting of two
ships of the line, two frigates, and two corseties, with a larze stadf of
officers amnd 1,400 Eompean troops, destined (o pe-oteapy Pandicherry
after the Peace of Amiens had restored that dependenay to Franee.
O the sppearnes of the French squadron in the roadstend of Pon-
dlcherry they wore Informed that the Governor Gleneral had resolved
not to give up the French settlamonts (as he had nevertheless heon
ordersd by Royal warrant to do) until b had had time Lo communi=
fate with the English ministry. The feet returned to Muuritins,
anid before o reply to Lord Wellesloy was toceived, England and
France had resnmed hostlities. Lord Wellesley had designed an
expedition against the Freteh ialands which was fronteated by the
jenlonsy of the Admirsl. The troops Intended for the parpose weru
the sontingent of 4,000 Europeans and 5,000 Bepays afterwards sent
to co-operate with Sir R Aberoromby in Egypt,and who ensmmped o0
the ghores of the Meditermanesn on Angust 27, 1800, This pxpsdition
—fir the troops marclied 120 miles over the desert to the Nile—wus

&t the time a feat to bo prosd of, snd grestly to illustrate
thie resnurcss of the Empire,
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# Murch 35, 18102

‘I am just sending an expedition to make the con-
quest of the Izsle of Bourbon, There is the fairest pros-
pect of success. T propose to follow np the blow by
attacking the Mauritius, generally called the Isle of
France, These two ascquisitions will be of extreme im-
portance : they are the only French possessions east of
the Cape,and furnish the only means our arch-enemy can
command for annoying us in this quarter of the world,
till an army can come here in its shoes,  From the Isle
of France all the ernisers have been sent ont aguinst
onr trade; against which a very large squadron have
done little to protect us. The losses of the Company,
as well ns of the general trade, have been enormous.
The Islands have been hlockaded by s squadron mnder
Admiral Bertie who commands at the Cape, snd they
have experienced some distress from that measure,
but none sufficient to prodoce a chanee, s it Appears
to me, of their surrender.  In the meanwhile the small
island of Rodriguez was, in eonsequence of orders from
Englund, taken possession of by a detachment of
European and native troops from Bombay. The in-
tention was merely to secure water and send refresh-
ments to the blockading equadron, The command of
the troops was given to Lieutenant-Colonel Keating.
Two captured Indiamen were taken by the French
frigate Caroline into Port Bt Puul on the Islind of
Bourbon. This tempted Commodore Rowley, whe

¥ To Lacdy Minto,
nl
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commanded the blockading ships, and Liecutenant-
Colonel Keating to attack Port St. Paul, an enterprise
which was conducted and executed in a very masterly
manner, and with entire suceess. . . The success of
this operntion induced them (these officers) to recom-
mend that a reinforcement of about 2,000 men should
be sent from India with which nddition to the force at
Rodriguez they had a confident expectation of being
able to muke the entire conquest of Bourbon; which
they consider as an important step towards the redne-
tion of the Tale of France. It is upon these grounds that
1 have fitted out the present expedition, which T have
made somowhnt stronger than was desired, in order to
provide agninst the preparations for defence which may
have been made since the attack on Port 8t. Paul.

¢ A second expedition must be sent against the Isle
of Franee, and a much larger foree: including those
going now whout 10,000 men. The first will sail from
Madras ahout May 1 ; the second will probably depart
from India in Augnst.

# Calountta : Boptember 19, 1810

*T have been foreed to suspend, much longer than
1 like, my quotidian plan of correspondence by two
rensons, hard work and constant attendance, required
principally by the expedition to the Isle of Franee,
which has been pushed forward throngh many diffienl-
ties, sometimes by absolute determination mther than
by visible means. T have been pretty nearly alone at
times in thinking it practicable to make the attempt
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before next April, a delay which might probably have
heen fatal to the ultimate success, If the troops do
not rendezvous off the island in time to attack by the
middle of November, it is not entirely prudent to at-
tempt it later, fur the violent hurricines whicl seem
to live in those islands and to come out, like swallows,
at eertain seasons, sometimes dre experienced in the
coursé of November, though seldom before the middle
of December; and, indeed, they will be quiet in their
caves sometimes the whole year, without taking the
tronble of coming abroad st all.  Although it would he
hunznrdous to keep a large flect of transports exposed
to these hinds of prey, or to land troops at a time when
their ships and stores may be blown off or worse ; yet
single ships or more which have a port to come to,
may run in and bring sueconrs during the tempestuous
senson, without grenter hazard than the ohject deserved:
The French accordingly employ the hurricane months,
‘when the blockading squadron is obliged to quit the
ground, to throw in supplies, and we are informed
that, in comsequence of the apprebensions excited by
onr late mensures, the most positive assurances have
been given to the Governor of the 1sle of France that
troops, military stores, and ull other means of defence
shall be dispatched from Europe this very season. It
is of grent consequence therefore, that we should be at
Port Louis to reeeive such supplies from France, mther
than Monsicur De Caen, This is one of severul reasons
and certainly the stromgest, which hns made me dam-
natus obstinatus mulier (vide Cowslips tmnslation),



246 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. (151D

and determined me to push off the expedition now,
whether it was possible or not.  The weight of opinions
was strong against me in all gquarters, but when onee
the point was decided, all hands eoncurred lustily in
the execution, and lo and behold! everything is actu-
ally afloat, ‘T'hree divisions of troops from three Presi-
dencies are now on their passage, with o very perfect
equipment, having six weeks to perform a voynge
which may be done in one month ; five weeks is a fuir
allowanece, 8o as to arrive at Rodriguez before Novem-
ber 1. And this reminds me of a Piedmontess gentle
man, who said that he had watched the quarrels of
miutles with men for several years, but had never in any
instance found the mules in the wrong, Our fleets
may still be dispersed by bad weather on the passage;
er gome accident, not to be foreseen, may oceasion
delay ; but we have done our part, and there is the
most reasonable prospect of suceess,  The foree i quite

equal to the service, according to the most prudent’

snd scientific opinions; and all the information we
possess, down to a very lote date, would make the diffi-
culties less than we are prepared to surmount. . . . .
None of the officers who lave served aguinst Bourbon
eonsider the event as in any degree doubiful, . . . We
ought not therefore to fail, althongh War is a fine
lady and too capricious to be entirely depended upon.’

A month after the expedition had sailed from
JIndia, instructions' were received from home, Te-

! From the Right Hon, R Dundss, dated June 18, 1810,

s e ———
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commending the measure which—wrote Lord Minto—
“ a strong sense of duty to the public had induced him
to adopt under a heavy responsibility.” * About the time
your letter reached Fort William;” he wrote to Mr.
Dundas,' ‘yon had probably received in London ae-
counts of the surrender of the 1sland of Bourbon ; and
the expedition agninst, the Mauritiue had been des-
potched from the three Presidencies n month before
1 had the honour to receive your commands.

* The change which has taken place in the finances
of the Company in Indin since 1807 has removed all
the difficulties which then existed in the supply from
hence of pecuniary funds for the expedition. The
remarkable improvement which has happened in that
branch of our affairs, and the present flourishing state
of onr finanees, I believe unexampled, afford no motive
for undertaking chargeable and unnecessary operntions
but these cireumstinces do ecertainly remove from
measires which are expedient and important, the ob-
stucles of pecuniary embarrassment ; especially when
the Company is only required to make the advances,
without being ultimately charged with the burden, as
in the present instance.

fLet me here indulge the flattering hope that,
while the smount of this armament must give a satis-
fuctory proof of the Company's resources in India, . . .
the perfect tranguillity which has been maintained in
the absence of so large a body of troops, principally
Hiz Majesty’s regiments, may afford views not less

' To the Right Hon. B Dundas, Jan. 1, 1811,
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favourable, first, of our political state without, and
next of that more important point of our security,
which depends upon the entire suppression of recent
troubles within. The expedition aguinst Bourbom,
compaosed entirely of troops from the establishment of
Fort St. George, sailed from Madras roads the day on
which I myself took leave of the coast. 1 certainly
could not have ventured such u measure, if notwith-
standing some vexations and disgusts down to the latest
period, which might be regarded as the dregs of former
disorder, 1 had not confidently relied on the stability of
those considerations, stated at the time to the Secret
Committee, on which my convietion rested of the effec-
tual suppression of insubordination wnd disloyalty in
the Madras army. It cannot but be matter of publie
gratification that these sentiments have been con-
firmed by every subsequent event.

‘Fort Willinm ¢ Janunry 95, 1811,

‘I have this morning received, hy despatches from
Mr. Farquhar, the happy accounts of the surrender of
the Muuriting. I will not postpone my cordial congra-
tulations on the fortunate accomplishment —with loss
so.much less considerable than might have been ex-
pected—of a service, the most important as it is univer-
sally considered here, and us in truth 1 believe it to be,
that could be rendered to the East India Company
and the nation in the Fuast.)'
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CHAPTER XIIL

Iy a letter to Lady Minto, written before the armament
destined to capture the French islands hud suiled, Lord
Minto wrote:—*1 have still one vhject more, in the
event of 4 prosperous issne to the present enterprise,
whieh will fill up the whale scheme of my warlike pur-
poses, and which will purge the Eastern side of the
globe of every hostile or rival Europesn establish-
ment,'

The first letter of 1811 opens thus:—¢ We are now
in the agony of preparation for Java; and I will whis-
per in your ear that I am going there myself, not to
command the army, but to see all the political work
done to my mind,

L& Modeste ™ is to be my stute conch,’

* Calentta : Felbruary 26, 1811,
‘I am to embark in o few days for Madras, T
shall then, I hope, proceed to Malacen on board the
“Modeste."' . . . My goingin person upon this service
is not a very nsyal measure, and my motives not being
generally understood, muny ingenious conjectures are,

" The * Modeste,” commanded by Capiain the Hon, Gearge Elliot,
was expected st Madras from Chine on March 15,



250 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. {1811

as neual, in cirenlation. The first notion was that 1
was going home, and that my touching at Madras was
only o cover for my retreat; others reported that I
was going to the Mauritiug, and from thence to visit
Bencoolen and all the other outlying settlements. A
third conjecture was that some great fault had been
committed at Madras, and that | was going to set
things right there. My own reasons are that there are
many important points, regarding our future relations
with the Dhutch, and with the native States in Java,
which ought to he adjusted at the moment of the
attack; that it is impossible to obtain at this die
tanee the information and materials on which a satis-
factory judgment can he formed, and which should
ennble me to issue instrustions sufficiemtly distinet or
well-founded to meet all the possible exigencies; that
if the gemeral system could be settled here, events
might require modifications not to be foreseen or pro-
vided for ; and lastly, that, as Admiral Drury acts under
a distinct anthority and is fond of acting for himself,
I have no security for the exeention of any plan T
might adopt, or any instructions which might be given
by this Government. Upen the whole, I am of apinion
that [ should not perfectly discharge my duty if T did
not attend the whole affair in person ; und although it
is not necessary that the public should be in possession
of my motives, I have the satisfaction of knowing that
they are entirely approved by my eolleagnes and other
men of experience and judgment with whom I have
communicated on the subject. [ have had Mr. Raffles,
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gecretary to the Government of Prince of Wales'
lsland, a very elever, uble, netive and judicious man,
perfeetly versed in the Malay lnnguage and manners,
and econversant with the interests and affairs of the
Eastern States, in advance for some months past, to
collect recent intelligence, to open communications
with the Juvanese chiefs, nnd to prepare the woy for
our operations. [ carry with me good assistance of
every sort, though few in number. Among these are
Mr. Hope, brother of Sir John Hope, o tolerable
Dutchman, with excellont tulents and habits of busi-
ness; Dr. Leyden, a perfect Malay ; Mr, Seton, now
resident at Delhi, who i= to be Governor of Prince of
Wales' Island (in the room of poor Mr. Brooe, Lord
Elgin's brother, lutely dead ), but who will go on with
me foJavae. Nothing can exceed his talents except the
enthnsinsm of benevolence which marks his charaeter.
I have John, and Taylor;! Captain Robinson, who
married 8 Duteh beauty at the Cape, and mastered Lis
wife's tongue ; and Lieutenant George, who is an excel-
lent drughtsman. . . . The object we have in view is
of the greatest national importance, and it is of infi-
nite consequence that the first political arsangement
should be made on right principles. For this 1 should
have been equally responsible if I had remained at
Caleuttn, but I could not hove moade an adequate pro-
vision for it by any other course than that T am now
pursuing. It is not matter of taste or choice, hut of
duty, or rather of necessity, that I am going to friskify
' Captain Taylor, military secretary.
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in this manner, although 1 confess, sinee it is right,
that I never engnged in any affair with greater interest
or with more pleasure ; and you will easily coneeive
what a gratifying break this kind of adventure must
make in the monotony of my not less laborious life at
Fort William.

T expect to be absent from Bengnl seven or eight
months ; and of that period I shall probably not pass
above six weeks or two months on land, so that, ns for
sailing, 1 might as well go to England at once.

The next passages from his jowrnal are dated
& Modeste,” at sea :*—* I have been reading * Ossian,”
and Urabbe’s % Borough,” &c. I have also with me
The Lady of the Lake,” and the six volumes of Seott's
works, besides Mr. Dugald Stewart's new volume, His
matter is always attractive to me, and his style most
eaptivating. Mr, Fox's History, the whole corpus of
Latin poets, and Cicero’s works, not to mention Diry-
den's, edited by Scott. These with many manuscript
volumes to read, and some, alas! to write, will serve
me for pastime for this trip.

¢ March 21.—We have thirty soldiers of the Com-
pany’s Bengal Enropean regiment sent on board as
marines. They are all reernits just come out, and all
boys of nbout sixteen or seventeen years of nge,—fine-
looking lads, but never having seen u firelock, without
elothing, without an officer, commissioned or non-eom-
missioned, or so much as a corporal—in shart the raw
anatevial perfectly unsophisticated. John has under-
taken to manufacture the article, and has accordingly
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been teaching them the munceuvres on deck in great
style. . . . We canght o shark yosterday, and s most
butchering business it was. The shark would not have
treated one of us holf s0 inhwwanly, but would have
put uz ont of our pain in half the time,

fdpril 2.0 told me at Madras that his plan
is to consume what remains of life, whatever it may be,
in the pursuit of fortune for his family, and to he over-
taken by the gentleman who is coming up behind us
all, before he has accomplished his object. My plan is
somewhat like his—with this difference, that I have
fixed u period, and that 1 propose to twaddle a space
(I have not settled how long) amongst you all. I
allow that the gentleman behind muy put out a little,
snd win the race before I intend it; but this is no part
of my plan, and 1 really hope he will not be <0 uneivil
nor such a marplot. After all, if the fellow should be
a brute, I hardly know how T should have the fuce to
complain, seeing that on March 23 1 turned the corner
of three score, after a happy and prosperons journey so
far, and sesing that much of my plan, by fur the best
and most interesting part of it, 1 mean what secures
comfort to those who seem now to make me live be
yond 'my life and survive myself, will have been
uceomplished, before the trouble-fite could come up to
spoil sport.’

¢4 Modeste,” at sen, May 1511,
* Dr. Leyden's learning is stupendous, and he isalso
a very universsl scholar. His knowledge, extensiva and
minute as it is, is always in his pocket, at his fingers’
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ends, and on the tip of his tongue. He has made it
completely his own, and it is all rendy money. All his
talent and lnbour indeed, which are both excessive, could
not, however, have acoumulated such stores without his
extrordinary memory. 1 hagin, T fear, to Jook at that
fuculty with increasing wonder; T hope without envy,
but. something like one's admirtion of young eyes. It
miuist be confessed that Leyden has oceasion for all the
stores which application and memory can furnish, o sup-
ply his tongue, which would dissipate 0 common stock
in uweek. I do not believe that so great a reader was
¢ver so great o talker bafore. You may be conceited
ahout  yourselves, my beantiful wife and daughters,
bt with all my partislity I must give it against you.
You would appear absolutely silent in Lis company, s
a ship under weigh seems at anchor when it is passed
by a swifter sailer. - Another featire of his conversation
is o shrill, piercing, and at the same time grating voiee,
A frigate is not near lnrge enough to place the ear at
the proper point of hearing. 1f he had been at Babel
he would infallibly have learned all the languages there,
but in the end they wmust all have merged in the
Tividale How, for not a creature would have got
spoken but himself. 1 must say to his honour that he
s as intimate and profound a knowledge of the geo-
graphy, history, mutual relations, religion, charaeter,
and manners of every tribe in Asia as e has of their
language. On the present oceasion there is not an
island or petty state in the multitude of islands and

' How, twang.
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nations amongst which we are going, of which he has
not a tolernbly minute and correct knowledge.

* His conversation is rather excursive ; because, on
his way to the point of enquiry, he strikes aside to some
collateral topie, and from thence diverges still wider
from the original object. 1 have often tried without
success to fix him to the point in hand, and the only
way has been a more peremptory eall than I like to use,
especially to one whom I like and esteem so highly,
But nothing can differ more widely from his conversa-
tion in this respect than his writing. His pen is sober,
steady, coneise, lueiid, and well fed with useful as well
as curious matter. His reasoning is just, his judgment
extremely sound, and his principles always admirable.
His mind is upright and independent, his character
spirited and generous with a strong leaning to the
chivalrous; and in my own experience I have never
found any trace either of wrong head, or of an improc-
ticable or unpleasant temper. The only little hlemish
I have sometimes regretted to see in him is a disposi-
tion to egotism ; not selfishuess—but o propensity to
bring the conversation from whatever quarter it starts
round to himself, and to exalt his own setions, sufferings,
or adventures in & manner a little appronching the
marvellous. T bave indulged myself in this portrait
because I feel an interest which I know you all share in
so distinguished a worthy of Teviotside.” |

! Dr. Layden waa born of homble parestagy in ihe village of
Denlolm, Roxburgishire, Inhis native distriethe 1 best remomberes]
an the author of Seenen of fufiowcy und other porms. A graceful
monument was erected to his memory at Dubqlmnfrw:unugu.
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* Penang, Pringe of Wales' Island : May 13, 1811

¢Mr. Bruce, Lord Elgin's brother, was the last
Governor of Prince of Wales' Island ; and his death,
which is much and justly lumented, placed the senior
member of Council, Mr. Phillips, provisionally in the
chair, We were received therefore by him, and earried
immedintely to his house about two miles from George
Town, the anly place to be called a town in the island.
Mr. Phillips is magnificently lodged ; and his honse,
which he built himself, is one of the handsomest T have
goen in India. . . . This mansion is not quite propor-
tioned to the island, aud looks like the great lady in
the little purlour, The situntion is beautiful—om the
bank of o running stream fresh from mountain springs.
Beyond the stream the plain extends perhaps a quarter
of u mile to the foot of a sublime mountain, and not
more sublime than beautiful, steep, eraggy, broken into
gmaller hills, and the whole coversd with the most
magnificent wood, interspersed with underwood, and
here and there vacant spaces which are green and
flourishing. Om the other side of the stream stands
Kelso—a bungalow ar cottage built by Seott of Rueburn’s
eldest son, who gave his house and ground that name,
because the little strewm divides itself into two brunches
and forms a sort of microscopic Tweed and Teviot,
principally | presume from love and affection for home,
which is bronght to mind by slight affinities. I ex-
perienced something of the pleasure which the giver of
the pame found in ity and felt comfort from the view
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the nnme found in it, and felt comfort from the view
and neighbourhood of miniature Kelso, . . .

* The island is about ten miles long, and, like most
high islands, has a space between the sea and the moun-
tain flat enongh for cultivation. The interior is all
mountain. In Penang, however, the plain is parrow
everywhere, and in a great part of the circumference
the mountain comes down steep to the very water, so
that of this small territory & very small proportion ean
be cultivated or even inhabited. The principal plain
wns mode the seat of the settlement ; and, considering
that it was desert twenty-five years ago when it emme
into our possession, great progress has been made both
in useful and omamental improvements, The popula-
tion is called in round numbers 30,000 souls—of which
two-thirds are Chinese, the rest Malays, people from
the const of Coromandel and other parts of India, con-
viets from Bengal—a gurrison of Bengal Sepoys of about
1,000 men, and about 100 English gentlemen and een-
faring people. The whole of this community may be
eomsidered ns industrious, for without industry they
conld not live ; but the Chinese are superior to all other
Easterns in industry and ingenuity. Agriculture and
most of the handieraft and mechanic trades are in the
hands of the Chinese. Georgetown is well and regi-
Inrly built—the fort is littls more than neminal, |
presume you know that Pulo Penang is the native
name of Prince of Wales® Island.

* Upon the cession of the island the English colours
happened to le hoisted on Angust 12, the Prines's

&
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birthday, and hence this new part of Her Majesty's
dominions received his name.

¢Ome of the favourite sights is n flour-mill and bak-
ing establishment invented and executed by s Chinese.
Thminuothingmmrhusntdiﬁmﬂtinthemn-
chinery; but the establishment is on o great senle, and
owes its success not only to the ingenuity, but to the
capital and to the very liberal spirit of enterprise of the
awner ;— to erown all, the bread is preferred by the navy
to anything they had even in England. There is n good,
regularly built road from Georgetown to the furthest
extremity of the island, and there are pxtremely pretty
green lanes, smooth and safe for buggies or little phae-
tons, The horses are universally little Achéen ponies,
an excellent and handsome breed of the smallest fairy-
like horses you ever saw, from the great island of
Sumatra, and partieularly from Acheen, one of its king-
doms. What struck my Scotch mind most forcibly at
Peniing is the timber which covers every ineh of the
surface not under cultivation, 1 wm certain that your
poor, diminutive European imagination never conceived
such trees and such innumerable multitudes of them.
They stand as close to each other over the whole moun-
tain as o larch plantation that never wus thinned. The
height of the bole before it loses the charneter of timber
may be called, one with another, 150 feet. They are
thick enongh ot this height for the mainmast toa large
ship. They are in general perfectly straight and without
branch for seventy feet high. The thickness near the

S e —
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ground is magnificent. I am afrmid though, this side the
Cape and far ayont, to zay what they measure, but thirty
foet in the girth is common. When you see them down,
theyare stupendous sticks, Being straight, they do not
furnish the most essentinl timbers for ship-building ;
but they are excellent masts, yards, spars of all sorts,
“The luxurisnce and vigour of ull the Eastern vegetation
18 scarcely to be coneeived on your side of the Cape,
The freshness and verdure are well maintained here by
showers like the Flood every night in the year, or therely.
1 have found the climate, so fur, much more tempernte
and even plessant than | expected ; and I reckon that
I shall skip & summer by this trip, for in Bengul it is
st this time the height of the hot winds, which are no
joke. Here we have grateful and refreshing  winds
during the greatest part of the twenty-four hours, and
ruin and purgadive thunder, and the sting is taken out
of the tropical sun.

* Mr. Seton was put in possession of his government
the day we landed, and I took my seat at the same
time as Governor General in Council, converting this
small presidency into the supreme Government of Ind in,
und acting myself the part of the great Indy in the litile
parlour. There were some few points of business to
transact, and Penang will have upon its consultations
somé proceedings of the Governor General in Counil,
which is an odd accident in the history of hoth Govern-
ments. We landed here on the 9th, and are getting
under weigh for Malseca on the 12th—a short space for

so long a chronicle.
[E
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4 Malnoea; May 31, 1811,

t Weembarked at Penung on Muy 12, and arrived at

Malacea on the 18th. Nothing remarkable happened
on the passage. The wenther was a suceession of calms
or light winds and squalls, with heavy rain and thunder.
This is the cuse pretty generally through the year
in the Straits of Malacen. . . . The passage through
these straits is made pretty and interesting by the -
riety of islands, and by the high coast of the Malay
peningula, which is alway= in view, and often ot a very
discernible distance. Both the islands and the main
ure much in the same charncter ns Penang—monn-
tainous, and eovered with timber, of which there must
be inexhanstible treasures in these regions.  We some-
times had the Malny const and the mountaing of
Sumatrn in sight at the same time, to onr right and
left. At Malacean we found all the Bengal troops
arrived . . . thetroops form two camps, in dry, healthy
situntiong, on the sea-shore, close to the water. One
is at two miles, the other and most eonsiderable at six,
from the town, which helps to defend them against the
incursions of harmek-faver and dyszentery.  The enmps
very much adorn and enliven the scenery of this pretty
hay. Malacea stands on the hanks of a small stream,
about the brosdth of the Role at Spittal, but resem-
bling it in no other respect. The town is built along
the right bank of the river, one side of the houses pro-

jecting a few feet over the stream, supported on piles,
which elevate them seven or eight feet above the surface
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of the water. This gives the plice in that quarter
rather an amphibious sppearance. The town runs
down to the edge of the sea, and runs back in the
direction of the beach, sometimes sdvancing into the
tide upon piles, sometimes leaving 4 handsome terrace
between the houses and the water.

‘Un the opposite bank of the river, close also to the
sea, the Portuguese built u small fort, on their nequi-
sition of the place in the sixteentl century, The Dutch
dispossessed them in the following century, and main-
tained everything as it was. We came next, shout
sixteen years ago, and by orders from home have pulled
down the fort, This work of destruction has been very
recently aceomplished, st considernble expense—a most
useless pieve of gratuitous mischief, ns far #s [ can
understand the subject. The ruins of the walls remain,
and will long transmit & memaril of the narrow, and
what is felt by the people here to be the malevolent,
polioy displayed by England to this new portion of her
domitions. The Government House, however, built
by the Portuguese, and o church erected by the Dutch
within the limits of the fort, are still on foot, together
with o few other buildings, public and private. T
inhahit the Government House, which is not migmi-
ficent, but answers my purposes. perfoetly in most
respects.  But it stands st the fool of & steep hill,
which covers the whole tenement from the sea, Now
45 the sen-breeze is in these climates the true vital air,
und as delicions as the gns of Paradise, suffocation is
our portion at the Government House, As I see you
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gasping at this account, and opening all the windows in
spite of Elliot of Wells, it will give your ladyship great
satisfaction to find that the hill makes amends for the
harm it does helow, by supporting up in the air very near
the top a small bungalow, composed of one room and
an open verandah, fronting the sex. George is the real
owner ; but the dutiful boy permits me to sit in the
vernndah from breakfast to dinmer, and hoas thereby,
beyond a doubt, prolonged my life almost a fortnight
already. It is in this verandah that he and T are at
present, writing love-letters to our absent wives. We
gwnllow the hreeze fresh from the sea, and the elimate
is entirely disarmed. The prospect, too, is a re-
freshing one to the eye, and possesses beauty on shore
and on sen. We have the roads with all the ship-
ping and a string of small islands in front; to the
right we have a bird’s-eye view of the little river and
town beyond ; the coast, wooded down to the water,
runs carving and waving, and throwing out pretty pro-
jecting points, made interesting by the camps at different
distances ; the whole backed inwnrd from the sea by an
unever plain, springing first into elovations, then hills,
and .at length high mountains in the distance; all
clothed near the eve with the richest vegetation and
vordure, and, fur as well s near, with one universal wood.
Of the distant mountains the most, important is Mount
Ophir, which has pretensions, of which I will not pretend
to judge, to he the true Mount Ophir. Certain it is
that gold is collected there at this day,

¢ Even close to Malacca the country seems a forest of
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lofty timber.  But the timber has been long since re-
moved, and all that are now seen are fruit-trees, some
of which are rather of the forest than of garden dimen-
gions, and under their close, thick shade the Malay and
Chinese peasants eultivate their grounds with industry
apd not without skill. There are many green drives
from three to five and six miles round in these woods,
and they pass through a great deal of beautiful forest
geenery.  The conveyanee here, as ut Pennng, is in low
buggies aund phaetons drawn by Acheen ponies, which
bustle on with great nctivity and at a good rate,

* Mr. George has made a number of sketehes which
will help to fill up my blanks.

¢ There are about 15,000 souls in the town and
adjoining district.  About two-thirds of these are
Malays—that is to say, natives ; the remninder are prin-
eipally Chinese who have been long settled, and have
colonised here contrary to their usual custom, which is
to return to China when they have made o little inde-
pendence to live on at home. The Chinese emigrants
« mever bring women with them, but feregather with
Mulay fermnles—mmostly slaves—and leave them behind
when they go home. At Malaeen they have married
the danghters of these Malny mothers, and these, inter-
marrying, have in a number of genemtions converted the
Malay coarse elay into fine China ; 2o that the colony is
now whole blood on both sides of the house, and may be
accounter eurions in that respect az well as in that of
the men not being emigrauts from China, but descended
from emigmnt ancestors and born for severnl generations
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at Malacea, There are also some remains of the old
Portuguese stock. These are very degenerate, and little
trace of Europenn origiu is left, except their professing
the Catholic religion. There are people, bath Mussul-
man and Hindoo, from different parts of India ; but the
most thriving cluss, though not the most numerous, is
Duteh, pure, and mixed with Malay blood. The better
kind of Duteh are the enly substantinl part of the com-
munity. They continue, under our Government, to fill
the principul offices, particularly the judicial, Duteh
lnw being established by the capitulation. Some are
merchants, severnl of them are well-informed, respect-
able people, and one or two are polite, accomplished
men, (O the ladies, the elder matrons preserve n smack
of the primitive Dutch coloninl fashion in dress and
manners, The daughters dress, danee, and flirt very
much as well-educated young women do in Europe, with
the advantage of being intensely and beautifully brown.
You are lily-fair compared with the fairest of the
Batavo-Malayn fair sex. My fidelity, you see, is put
to the test. Of English there is but a commandant .
with one or two officers and medical men attached to
the small garrison, which consistz of two companies of
Sepoys from Bengul. Malucea is a dependency of the
Penang Government,

¢This account of Malaeea is for ordinary times. At
present we have n great fleet and army officered by
English gentlemen; we have also my establishment,
including Mr. Raffles, who has a pretty numerous family.
Mrs. Rafles is the great lady, with dark eves, lively
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manner, secomplished und clever. 8he had a former
hushand in Indin ; and I bhave heard, but am oot sure of
the fact, that she wus one of the beauties to whom
Anacreontic Moore addressed many of his amatory
elegies. . .

T have mustered the whole female community of
Malaeen nt o ball, for T am now writ ing on Juna 7. T
celebrated the King’s hirthday by a levée in the fore
noon, 4 great dinner to all mookind, snd a ball in the
evening to all womankind, 1 escaped during the first
dance, having had enongh of the day by the earlier
fstivities; and T slept that night np in George's bun-
galow to be out of earshot of the fiddlers. One of the
pleasantest. parts of the celebration took place privately
after the levée. 1 ruleased all the Government slaves at
Malaccs, presenting to ench with my own hand a eer-
tifieate of their freedom, and fonr dollars to provide for
their immediate subsistence till they can get into some
way of life. They have also the option of resuming
their former state if they find a difficulty in maintaining
themselves. They are only nineteen in number, male
.and female, of all ages, from infants in arms to old,
helpless people,  Most of them were forn slaves to the
Duteh Company, some to the English, and all their
children would have continued shives, Blavery is estu-
blished in all these countries to a shocking extent. An
insolvent debtor, however small his debt, is condemned
to be the slave of the creditor.  Some have been slives
for life for 100 or 200 dollars, und if the sum is consider-
ahle the whole family shures the same fate.  Men may
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gumble their children, their wives, and lastly them-
selves into slavery, in satisfaction of bets upon fighting
eocks, or any other gambling debt ; and nothing is more
common. If a eriminal is condemned to slavery, his
whole family goes with him ; or, if he is put to death,
the wife nnd children, young and old, after witnessing
the execution, are sold into slavery—the mother to one
master, the children to others. T speak now, not of
Mulaeen, but of other Malay countries, ineluding Java.
1 hope something may be done—partly by authority,
partly by influence—to mitignte these horrors ; in the
mennwhile the people of Malueen have been told and
have seen that the English think no man should be
deprived of his liberty escept criminals. Another
proof has been given to them that we dislike ermalty.
Finding some instroments of torture still preserved,
although they have been long disnsed, T hoad the eross
upon which criminals were brolen, and another wooden
instrument that had served ns a sort of mek, bumnt
under the windows of o room from which executions are
seen by the magistrates, where I and the magistrates
were assembled for the purpose ; and ot the snme time
varions iron articles for serewing thumbs, wrists, and
ankles, and other contrivances of that dinbolieal sort,
were carried out in a boat by the executioner into the
roads, and sunk in deep water, néver to rise or screw
poor people’s bones and joints again,

¢ Talking of slaves, I must tell you that I am myself
the master of several. A Rajah of Balli, an island
adjoining the east end of Java, has sent me, amongst.
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other presents, five boys and two girls, all slaves, at my
service. They have been some time kept at Mr.
Raffles’s house, who has agreed to take one or two.
They are all emancipated, of eourse, but remain an
orphan charge upon us.  The boys are from about
eight to thirteen vears old, and are all fine, spunky-
looking boys. The girls are four or five years old.
Now to give you a notion of the manners and scenes
they are accustomed to: they were all dressed in their
hettermost upon the ocension of their being first shown
to me. They perceived that there was a sort of so-
lemnity, which seemed to give them some unensiness,
While they were paraded in this manner, and they were
all gazing round them, two Malay spenrs unfortunately
canght Taylor's eye, in the corner of the room, and of
necessity he began tossing and brandishing them about,
and at length the seabbards were pulled off the bright
blades at the ends of the weapons. The moment this
happened the poor boys all huddled together, and the
youngest left the rest and came with his little hands
Jjoined together, in the most supplicating manner, and
with the most imploring face, walking from one of us
to the other, and evidently begging for his life, though
he did not utter o word, nor even eried ; but he appeared
terrified. It was like one who had little hope of obtain-
ing his request, and who had been aceustomed to con-
sider the thing he fenred ns a sort of natural doom
that was to be expected. Tt was with some difficulty,
even after the spears were removed, that the children
were renssured.  They certainly thonght that they had
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been dressed out to be sporificed or put to death for
gsome cause or other, and when they saw the naked
points of the spears they thought their time was come.
This is the less surprising, us there is every reason to
believe that ench of them had seen his Father put to
death by n number of spears, which is n common moda
of execution. Next day they were all very merry and
happy. George hns taken one of the boys to serve
him on hoard of ship, and that boy has fallen on his
legs,  Mr. Rofiles will take care of one or two, and the
rest have fallen to my lot. They will probably grow
into very good servants, The girls will puzzle me
most, I have some thonght of baking them in a pie
nguinst the Queen's birthday, unless T should strike out
gome other idea in the meanwhile, Upon the whole,
this present from the Rnjah of Balli is providential for
the poor children. The Rajah has sent two Vakeels, or
Ambassadors, to meet me here, and T gave their Excel-
lencies audience on June 4. They are young, well-
looking men. I do not remember having seen the
samie costume at St. James's. They were naked down
to the middle; but the garments, when they onee hegan,
were rich enongh. 1 have one slve more who wos
given me in a present from the Sultan of Pontiann, n
great chief in the island of Borneo, whom I am likely
enongh to thank in person on my way to Java. This
gentleman is Lord Monboddos genuine omn-outang,
which in the Malay language signifies literally wild
man. He is really too like a man—that is to say, a
Malay man. His features and the whole cast of his




B, 60] 'HAKAYTT ABRDULLA. 268

face are identically the same, for Malays are all exactly
like each other. Some people think very seriously
that the ormun-outang was the original patriarch and
progenitor of the whole Malay ree, and there is cer-
tainly a good deal to be said on hoth sides. It is
true the orn-outang has one manifest advantage over
his degenerate posterity, having fonr hands instend of
two, and this is the principal difference. My wild man
is but & boy—indeed, a baby; but he is much Inrger
than uny monkey T gver saw, He is also too much
civilised to deserve the name of wild. I saw him yes-
terduy sitting on a stool, and eating his rice on a tahle
like n Christian gentleman.’

While Lord Minto was watching the gay and
moving scene from the bungalow on the hill, it was
attructing the curions gaze of the natives of Malacea,
who had never before assisted at pareille féte, and
e himself wns more closely scanned by an observant
eye than he was at ull aware of, .

A most entertaining narrative of the arrival at
Malacca of the expedition, consisting of ninety sail,
carrying 6,000 European and 6,000 uative troops,
forms a chapter in the autobiogmphy of a Malay,
Abdulls by name, which was translated by the well-
known writer Mr. J. T. Thomson, F.R.G.5., and
published about six years ago.! From it we shall ven-
ture to quote u few passages to complete the narrtive
eontained in the letters,

! Under this title of * Halmyit Aldulin®
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Abdulls wis only fourteen years of age at the time ;
yet, in his deseription of their eamps, he is said to have
painted the Sepoys to the life; and in the few lively
touches with which he puts before us the English
officers, and the Governor General himself, we are able
to recognise the photographie fidelity of his sketehes.

“They erected their tents from Lambongan as far
as Tanjong Kling, this without break, each with their
entrances. And amongst these were various races of
Hindoos nnd Mussulmans: and I saw some who ate
like dogs, to wit, they licked their food with their
tongues; while there were others who, on being seen
eating, would throw the food away, and chuse you as if
they would kill you, they were so angry. There were
some who only half-heated the food, and ate it then,
eovered with perspiration as if bathing in it. And
when they had eaten, they buried the riee and ecurry
that was over in the sund. And there were others who
tied three strands of thread round their body before
they ate, nor did they stop eating till the thread had
troken. There were others who took white and red
earth and smenred it on their breasts, with three stripes
on their arms and brow; then they bowed themselves
in front, then to the right and to the left, then to the
hack, then off they mn into the sea, and worshipped
the sun for some time, turning their faces to the right
and Jeft. Then they came ashore, and went to eat
within white cloth sereens, so that no one could see
them ut their meals. But if persons should happen to
see them, they would cast out their food, and break the
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earthen vessels in pieces, buying others for the
next time. Others there were who could eat before
people, but they could not speak. . .. I saw many
foolish customs. . . . How muny forms of people did
I then not see, nnd kinds of dresses that I had never
in my life seen before! And it was to be perceived
that the English had provided their lenders with
different dresses: some had tigers' skins for coats,
others had hats covered with fowls' feathers, dyed red,
white, or bluck, while others had beasts’ skins for troo-
sers; there were others who had clothes spotted like
leopards.’

To their young co-religionist—for Abdulls was a
Mussulman—the Mahometan Sepoys from Delhi and
Oude wore a far more dignified nspect than the Hindoos
with their strange and “foolish® customs, *These
Sepoys were well nequainted with the Koran ; amongst
them were muny descendants of the Ambs of the race
of Syeds. They were gracious, manly, and courteons,
HThey were under the command of English officers, who
drilled them every day.” Here follows a trait as charac-
teristic of the Englishmen as any of those attributed
to the men under their command. *And when they
had done drilling and were returning, the officers did
not take their horses through the gates, but leaped
over the fence, which was seven cubits high.'! The
Malacea people came in hundreds every day to see
this featy and the officers leaping the fence; lond were

{ The Editor informs ws that this must be tnkan ns Oriental
hyperbole, since seven cubits wonld be ten and o balf fewt.
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they in their eries of astonishment ot seeing the skill
of the horses—equal us it was to that of mankind—in
understanding the sound of the trumpet. Says one,
“This is not men's but jin's work,”*

When at lust came the ship with Lord Minto on
hoard, ¢ there went out an order for everyone to clean
their frontages in all the streets, Then thonsands of
all races collected ut the sea-shore to have n sight of
him and his dress, hiz name being so great.  After this
a great noise was heard of the regiments coming in
full force, with the music of drums, fifes, amd other
instruments, . . . And the multitude in Malacea in-
ereased so greatly that there was no knowing who they
were, but that they were of the humnn ree. . o .
At the time of hisz leaving his ship the cannon
roared like thunder—the sea beewme dark with smoke.
And when I had seen the nppearance and circumstance
of Lord Minto, I was much moved ; for I guessed in
my mind as to his appenranee, position, and height,
that these would be great, and his dress gorgeons. . . .
But his appearance was of one which was middle-aged,
thin in body, of soft manners and sweet countenanee,
and I felt that he could not carry twenty cutties (about
thirty pounds), =0 slow were his motions. His eont was
black cloth, trousers the same, nor was thers anything
peculiar.  And when the leading men desired to pay
their respects they remuined at o distance, none daring
to grasp his hand; but they took off their hats and
bent their bodies. . . . When be landed he bowed to
the right and to the left. Now be had not the remotest




. 00] 'L MaLAcca. o 278
appenrance of pamposity or lofty-headedness ; but thers
was real modesty and kindly expression. . . . Now ps

lang as Lord Minto remained in Malscea he took w
round in his earriage every evening, one day visiting
the mosque, another the Chinese Joss-honse, unother
the Dutch and Portugnese Churches; and wherever he
wis met by rich, poor, or low, they stopped to make
their bow, which he returned with good-humour nd
courtesy, without the slightest shadow of pomposity.,’

Lord Minto's visit to the debtors' prison is related
with much sympathy and great amplifieations.  One
fact told by Abdulla, which we do not find in the cor
respondence, is worthy of mention ; namely, that when
the cells of the filthy dungeon were destroyed, a new
guol was built in its place which was *a residence free
of all annuyunces but one, that ¥ou could not get out
of it.'

We learn from the editor of Abdully’s autobiography
that, ¢as a memento of the deliverance of the prisoners,
and of other high-minded acts at Malucea, Lord Minte's
portrait. was procured and hung up in the resident
magistrate’s office, where he is represented as breaking
the shackles of cruelty. When I saw it in 1848 T
viewed it with great curiosity. The climate had so
destroyed the colours that it might have served for g
black Madonna,’

¢ HLM.B. “ Modeste,” off Juva ¢ ended Angnst 3 1811,
¢The fleet having at length ussembled ut Malucen
it wns despatched townrds its destination in o number
T
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of emall divisions, which sailed successively, each under
charge of a frigate, and attended also by sloops of war or
Company's cruizers.  The % Modeste ™ was not sttached
to any division, and, being sure of overtaking the
earliest and swiftest, we remained ot anchor till the
whole had departed. The fleet consisted of 81 sail ,
of all descriptions, and it was despatehed in many i
divisions becanse we had several narrow straits and
difficnlt passes before ns, which must have occasioned
confusion, and probably accident and loss, if so large a
body of shipping had kept together. This voynge is
made interesting by the very positive opinions which
Admiral Drury had given himself, and had managed
to obtain o countenance to from several quarters of
anthority on such questions, that it wus absolutely
impracticable to make a passage to Java with a flest of
transports, if it should sail from Madras later than
March 1. It was with this opinion that I had to con-
tend, pushing forward the expedition in the present
season, although it could not take its departire so soou
as the day fixed by the Admiral, by six weeks accord-
ing to my expectations, and, as it has proved on trial,
by two months. The result has furnished another
testimony in fayvour of the virtne called obstinacy,
which is entitled by success to the more polite name
of firmness. The difficulty was this, As soon as what
ig colled the sonth-enst monsoon in the enstern seas
sats in, the wind blows hard and pretty steadily from
the east along the channel between the north of Java
and the south of Borneo; it blows to the north-west
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along the ‘east coast of Sumntra, and between that
const and the Malay Peninsula; it blows to the north
hetmnthamtmxtnfﬂmnmuudthentmitauf
Malacea. So that, starting from Malacea, the wind was
direetly contrary in every port: of the eourse to the
northern coast of Java. Besides this difficulty there is
& current in the sume direction as the wind through-
out. To carry a great flest of transports, not famons
in general for working to windward, a long voyage
directly agninst wind and eurrent, did not Uppear pro-
mising. It was known, however, that with a little
patience a fleet can at that season make n passage
ﬂdwnﬂleﬁhﬁtaufﬂuhmbymymnrﬂm severnl
passages which lead to the eastward. © This is done by
the help of squalls which generally blow from the
northward ; by occasional shifts of wind ; snd by altera-
tions of tide or current which afford a favournble start
to the enstward. It was nscertained by investigation,
enquiry, and actusl survey and trial recently made for
the present occasion, that after making the west const
of Borneo, land winds at night, and the sea hreege
during part of the day, together with a elackening of
the eurrent, and even a favourable current  during
particular periods of the tide, will ennhle ships to make
o passage along the coast to the southward without
much delay ; and from the south-west point of Borneo,
having the wind at east, you muy stand at least as high
a8 sonth to Java, and make that island ns far to the
east a8 Samarang—which is more than we desire. The
plan was therefore settled upon this foundation. The

ri
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first ohject wius to make the west const of Borneo s
much to the southward ns we conld. Tt was determined
to go throngh the Strits of SBingapore in preference
to any of the more southerly issnes from the Straits
of Malacen, partly becanse the wind was rather more
favournble, and partly becanse it is the common way
to China and better known to the masters of ships
under convoy. The * Modeste™ sailed from Malacea
on June 18, We soon passed o great part of the fleet,
ani left them in the Straits of Ringapore, when we got
into the open channel hetween those Straits and Bomen,
The navigation so far i= henutiful in the highest degres,
We were always verynear the Maloy const, which is richly
furnished with islands of many patterns, and were often
sailing in archipelngos of them, so close and thick ronnd
us that we could not alwiys see the way ont, and at
such moderate distances from the opposite shores as
to allow us the full benefit of wood, mountain, and all
the shifting lines of land and water which make that
sort of scenery interesting and picturesque to those
passing quickly through it, We cleared the Straits on
Junes 20, ot sumset, lenving o grent part of the Heet
at anchor behind us, and stood aoross towards Borneo.
We made that island off Sambas, o little to the north
of Pontinna. Here we came up with o division under
the command of Captain Cole, which had sailed from
Malncea some time before us, and which was preceded
by another under Captain Edgell not yet in sight.
We soon, however, came np with it, and had then the
lead of all  On the 29th anchored close to the island
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of Punambangan, which was the first rendezvous from
Mulneen,

*The different. divisions of the fleet came up gradu-
ally and slowly, but we saw them arrive with great.
satisfaction, as the possibility of working to the south-
winl was thereby completely established, and our pas-
sige to Java appeured to be secured. The “ Modeste ™
retained at this anchornge from June 29 to July 6, and
it was the more fortunate that the situation wie un-
commonly pretty. The island is five or six miles long
mnil somewhat less across, It rises into thres or four
hills of different shupes, aud of considernble height,
coverad as usunl with wood of various sorts snd dimen-
siong. There are severnl suug bays, with two of which
we were principally concerned.  In each of these thers
is a waving beach of white sand, about fifty or sixty
paces wide from the sea to the wood, and & nice stream
of fresh water running into the sea. The scenery all
round is beantiful, aod while we were there ani-
mated by tents and watering parties, boats and their
ervwe, earpenters and their gangs felling trees for spars
anl planks, washermen, smith's forges, Sepoys bathing
awd cooking—in short, a most gay and pleturesque
soerie.  The island is uninhabited by man, and nothing
more formidable was seen of the brute population than
wild boars ; there are deer, however, and some of the
small kind called mouse deer, really not so lurge as a
hare,

-1 went on shore onee, to see Gieorge und Captain
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Edgell's works. They constructed dams across the
strenm of fresh water, to raise the surface higher than
the tide at high water. The pond head was carried
down every shower that fell, which were not a few, but
they renewed the work next morning indefutigably,
having plenty of hands; and in fact their labours
answered the purpose, and a full stock of excellent water
was obtained. The Sepoys are particularly happy on
these short visits to the land. Their religion makes it
difficilt: to supply them with food at all on board, and
it is always attended with inconvenience and privations
of various sorts, the whole heightened by uneasy seruples
by way of spice. When they get on shore, each man
cooks his own meal sccording to his taste and pre-
judices, and they bathe comfortably both to their skins
and consciences, The whole scene of black and white
men, of trades und ocoupations, with the sort of spirit,
energy, and cheerfulness which belongs to British sea-
men, made this Pannmbangan beach a most lively and
agreeable spot.

 From Malacea the “ Modeste ™ was accompanied by
the schooner % Minto,” a vessel attached to mie, and con-
taining Dr. Leyden with a number of Malay moonshess
or interpreters and writers of that learned linguage. She
is commanded by Captain Greig, o remarkably intelli-
gent country ship-master, who is perfectly at home in
the eastern seas. He has already been of the greatest
use, hoth by missions tosome islands adjacent to Java
and mare particularly by having pointed out the passage
which we are now making to Java, and ascertained its
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practicability by actunl survey himself. While thus
engaged he was attacked by a very strong Pirate Prow,
whom he beat off with difficulty and with the loss of
several killed and a greater number wounded. . . .
Greig i= u plain, modest, unassuming Fife-man, with
exeellent natural parts and charueter, such as % Caly-
donia, altrix terra exuberantivmn virom,' so often sends
from her lower ranks to all the quarters of the globe.
Grreigis ennobled, howsver, by another exuberant member
of his fumily, who sent home honoor and reputation to
his stock from Russia and the Archipelago,—Admiral
Greig himself, who was n near relation of our Greig of
the “Minto " schooner. . . .

*. « . I'return to Panambangsn, where our gay fleet
encampments on shore, and all the oceuputions which
this halt afforded, would make a mighty good engraving
to illustrate this chapter of my jowrnal when it is
published, as it will be by my excoutors, in quurta,
price ten guineas,

‘Youn must know, fresh fish is a great treat at sea,
and with this lnxury we solaced ourselves and the crew,
There were oysters alsa, but none fell to my share ; but
do not imagine our pleasures were confined to the
table; for we gratified our higher tastes and improved
our minds and morals at the Theatre, A play has
been performed every Saturday evening by His Majesty's
servants on board His Majesty’s Ship * Modeste,” nud
when the fleet was collected at Panambangan the
house was crowded with rank and fashion. T omit
beauty, beeanse the manager admits no female either



¥R0 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. [1811

before or behind the curtain; so that we enjoy the
moral entertainment of stage plays in all its purity.
I was never near so well amused at any other perform-
ance of amateurs, It is really surprising to observe
the propriety with which these rough, uninstructed,
unassisted sailors represent all the varieties of chirneter
which are found in comedy, and, amongst the rest,
young, secomplished, and generally sentimental lndies
of quality; rendering with perfect justness all that
concerns nature, failing only in what is artificial and
arbitrary, as in the extraordinary work they make of
what appears to us very ordinary words of the English
language. We now hear txguisitive for exiuisite,
etiquity for etiquette, and are for ask, with as little
prejudice to the play or the performer a8 a Seotch
vowel or phruse is heard in the House of Commons from
an eloquent member for Seotland, . |, .

* From Panambangan anchorage we were to pass
between that island and an adjacent one to the east-
ward in order to make the west coast of Borneo, But
no part of this track had been examined. George ne-
cordingly sent Captain G reig with the “Minto” schooner
to perform that service, aml he made o perfectly satis-
factory report before Commodore Broughton had arrived
ut Panambangan with the bulk of the flset,

* Commodore Bronghton,! who is the most cantions
navigntor that ever wore a blye vont, was not satisfied

! Commaodore Broughton had takon the command of the naval
Force un ihe desth of Admiral Dhrury, which ocourred before the
expadition left Madrmas,
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ta ubide by Greig's report, but ordered the “Modeste "
to go ahead and reconnaitre the whale passage to the
Rendesvous, thinking very properly that T had better
be drowned than he. As T was entirely of the sume
opinion I accepted the service very thankfully, In
reality I knew that George was much fitter to perform
this duty than any other officer in the fleet, and I
thought it would be amuding to myself,

o+« We made the const of Borneo as far to the
north s we could, and then rigzagged our way uwlong
the shore in five or six fathoms of water to the point
proposed. :

“ « . The Commodore had also ardered George to
survey the neighbourhood of Pule Manesp, which is
situnted beyond the rendezvous, and is surronnded with
shoals.  Thix duty we also performed, roturning to the
Rendezvous before the Commodore and fleet renched
it

*We had fallen in witha fleet of nine Buggese Praws!
when we went out towards Pulo Muancap, and from
them George was informed of a shoal which Iny some-
wlhint in the course to Java, (ieorge, in communicating
the rest of his information to the Commuodore, men-
tiomed thisshoal. Upon this he ardered the * Modeste ®
to explore ity whersupon we sailed ngin, but returned
the second day without having found it. Immediately
after, accounts were receited that three French frigates,
with 1,000 troops, had got into Java, sad sguin the

! Another letler ays, * Duggese, properly  Bouginese, Prows,
belonging to the Eajuh of Pontinom,”
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Commodore stood my friend and gave me the post of
honour, which I uccepted with real pleasure.  He
wordered the % Modeste " immedintely to Java, We sailed
that night and fell in with the very shoal, which we
bad missed by one mile of longitude o couple of duys
before. But as the Commodore would not sllow us
any small vessel to send back with intelligence, if we
#hould meet with any, we eould not convey notice to the
flect of this danger. However, there is little rigk, for it
lies further to windward than they can well keop up to.
In less than forty-eight hours from Rendezvous Islund
we were near enough Java to have seen the land if it
had been daylight. On the next moruing, July 25, we
got a sight of the Land of Promise.’

That afternoon Lord Minto received from Captain
Bayer of the* Leda,’ the intelligence that Rear-Admiral
Stopford, on learning the death of Admiral Drury, had
determined to proceed at onee to Java, and was actu-
ally within u few days’ sail of Java! ¢The little Com-
modore’s brief howr of anthority came to an end to the
great relief of all in the fleet and army. There conld

' Another plece of fntelligence derived from Cuptain Sayer is
recorded thns : *He hrought the news of the Ewpress haring an heir.
The Empress Marla Lenlsn, danghter of the Emperor of Austria,
granddaughter of Mnris Theress, nisos of the Queen of Naples, wife
of Bonapurte! ! |' It was no donbi strange nows to the Inte Envoy
Extmindinary to the Court of Virnon, and it was sanroely less
stmnge that it should have renshed him in & remote Ishnd iy the
duva Bea, on his way to wrest an important conguest from the grasp
of Bopaparte. “Tt seems to me,’ wrote Lady Malmeshury, * that
while yom have takes to make conguests, Bonaparie is becoming
4uite s family man.'
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not be a man less fit for the important situation into
which chance had brought him.

*What information we have is all favournble to our
views, and I do flatter myself that my lnst military
labour will terminate as snceessfully as the former have
done,

* Having met a prize vessel, very lately from Grissy
in the east of Juva, we have learnt that the new
Governor General Janssens, ( formerly Governor of the
Cape) arrived in one of the French frigates, and that
Marshal D’Aendels, whom he has superseded, has sinpe
departed in the same frigate. The other two frigntes

are blocked up in Sournbaya. We have heen long
pected in Jave, and the disposition of all tribes and:
unations, including the Dutch, is entirely favourable to
the establishment of our Government.

* Having now brought these annals down to the
present hour, dinnertime, July 27, ernizsing till our
expedition comes on, I shall conclude with the event
whenever it happens, and open a new number for our
exploits on shore,

*August 3—We cruised to the eastward, and
George sent his boats in the night to s small place,
called Tuggul, to ent out some Prows of which he had
intelligence, Inding rice for Batavia by the order of the
Duteh Government. Tnstead of that sort of quiet
eraft, the boats fell in with four strong gun-hoats, each
carrying thirty-two pounders and full of men. Not
being equipped for that sort of contest our bogts P
turned without attacking, We returned to the Rendes-
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vous, nd the fleet not huving yet arrived, we stretehed
out aguin to the esstwurd, wod the boats of the
“Modeste"und  Leda ™ went inagain to Taggul prepared
to earry the gun-boats. But this time these warriors
had retired and sailed townrds Batavin ; so that our boats
ouly brought off & small brig and two Prows laden with
rice for Batavin.

* On returning to the Rendexvous, we found yester-
day moming, at daybrenk, a ship looking out for us to
#ay the expedition had arrived on July 30, and had
sailed townrds Batavia early that morning. We soon
came up with them, and are now appronching the place
of disembarkation which will take place this morning
or at daybreak to-morrow.—God bless you.’

The expedition arvived on July 30, and on August
4 the disembarkntion was effected at  small town
ealled Chillinehing in Butavin Bay.

* Uhillinghing, Java: August 6, 18511,

“The disembarkation took place without any kind
of opposition.  All the troops, a few field-picces, and
part of the stores were landed that evening and in
the course of the night. The horses, oridnnnee, and
additional stores were put on shore next day. 5 .5
This village is principally Chinese. They made us
welcome, nnd brought their articles out for sale with
very Hattering confidence. This was justified by the
exemplary behaviour of the troops, who paid their way
and did not even kiss an old woman without her con-
sent.  There has been but one drunken man in two
diys. .
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“Adugust 7. As everything has been quiet, and
the army remaing st Chillinching, where the General !
oceupies the only gentleman's house, I have continued
on the % Modeste,” and go on shore when I like, Yestoer-
duy I took a ride with the Geners] to the advanced post,
about four miles, and then returned to the “ Maodesto,”
The conntry is like Chinese paper on o wall.  Canals,
tanks, and narrow ways between 3 here and there a little
dry ground, and these spaces are in & state of high eul-
tivation. Every now and then we found a gentleman's
house with no appearance of splendonr, but always
marked by the charuncteristic neatness of the Duteh.
Our roud ran westward parnllel to the sea; the right
of the line of the troops on the wea, the left inland,
Lhad an opportunity of observing what may e deerned,
I believe, a pretty nearly unexampled degree of disci-
pline in the troops. They do not use tents, and have
us yet had only their salt provisions. They nre posted
in gardens and orchards with cottages and honses of o
better description, surrounded with poultry, fruit, and
vegetables. No fresh beef op pork was to he procured,
the enttle and pigs having been very generlly removed
by order of Government., In these circumstances we
saw the peasants living as quietly in their own houses,
and carrying on their nsual oecupations with aa little
anmayance, apprehension, or even notice of an imvading
army in the midst of them, as if we were ] their nenr
relations on & visit. You see the trees laden with
eocos-nuts and plantains, acres of onions, eabbage, and

' ' Sir Samus| Anchmuty,
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muny tempting things, not one taken, nor the slightest
offence given to & single inhabitant. Not  duck or a
hen made free with, money offered and given in every
instance for what the people are willing to spare. . . .
The gentlemen's houses and other habitations of a
middling kind being deserted, with some old slave or
servant left behind to look after them, the officers have
astonished these gurdians by refusing to ocoupy the
houses with clean beds and neat furniture, and sleeping
sometimes in the verandah, sometimes in s sepurte
pavilion, and never in the house; and the cocks are
seen fighting, the hens and chickens pecking about, and
the ducks gobbling and dabbling, just as if they were
our own fellow-subjects. 1 observed yesterday to the
General, a8 we were passing the house of the Dutch
Paymaster Genernl, that a battle which we suw betwesn
two of his cocks was the only thing like war that I
could perceive in our invasion.

‘dugust 9. The advance of the army having
moved forward to a place about three miles from
Batavin, the Genera] sent a summons to the eity which
wis immedistely answered by a surrender ot diseretion.
The enemy, in order to concentrate their force ut o place
called Cornelis, bad withdrwn their troops on the 6th,
and set fire to some public stores and to the citadel ; the
town was therefore glad of our protection sguinst n
disposition to plunder and disorder manifested by the
slaves and lower class of Malays. We were thus in
Ppossession of the metropolis of the Dutch East Indian
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Empire the fourth day after our landing.  Not a gentle-
man, not & person of any note was left in the city, The
Dutch, that is, the French Goveruor, had required them
under pain of death to quit their houses and repuir to
the head-quarters of the army, where they are narrowly
wateched. They have left their houses, however, richly
furnished, their wives, children, and slaves to the sufi
guard of the invaders generosity ; and we are all Seipios,
The deserted women were in terror, not of us but of their
own slaves, who huve a slavish trick of using the oppor-
tunity of public disorder to gratify their private pas-
sions by rising on the defenceless whites and miurdering
those they rob. . . . Everything portable of publie
property had been removed from the town, but much
valuable publie property was eonsumed, and much
plundered. In some streets people walked during the
first days of our occupation over the shoes in sugar,
coffee, spices, and rice. But much hus been preserved,
In that great city were found only six horses ( ponies)
and not one head of cattle, |

‘I sent o letter yosterday morning to General
Janssens, the Governor Grenernl, contuining a summons,
and distributed at the same time o sort of manifesto
to the Dutch inhabitants to remove their apprehensions
and invite their co-operation. The summons was Tee
fused, and I received the answer that night,

‘dugust 12. I went on shore on the 9¢h about
noon to speak to the General. Admiral Stopford bad
Joined the feet that morning, and landed for the pur-
pose of visiting the General and myself,
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¢ Captain Robison, my aide-de-cump, who carried my
summons to General Janssens found him at Cornelis, a
strong post about six miles from Batavia, He went to
Weltevreeden, halfway, without maolestation; but was
hlinded the rest of the rond. As fiar ns Weltevreeden
he saw that there was no obstacle to the advance of
troops ; from thence to Cornelis he pereeived by the
motion of the earriage that the road was smooth and
the bridges, if auy, were standing. Upon this report,
confirmed by their information, the Generdl determined
to push on and take post at Weltevreeden, Welte-
vreeden is an immense and magnificent military can-
tonment, but not fortified. Corpelis is a military post
of great strength, on which all the art of French
engincering has been long bestowed. It is considered
as the citadel of Java, in which the colony itself is to
be defended. The advance of the army moved forward
accordingly on August 10, and were followed by other
troops.

* They met no opposition till they had passed through
the cantomments of Weltevreeden, but immediately
afterwards o very sharp sction commenced. It lay
principally between the riflemen and the light troops
in the jungle on each side of the rond, and in this con=-
test the superiority of our men was immediately decisive,
driving the enemy from the woods with great loss.
Another principal feature of the day was the capture,
sword in hand, of four of the enemy’s field-pieces, which
lind been planted in the road behind an abbatis. They
were deserted by the men, but woll defended by an
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officer or two and a non-commissioned officer who were
ent down at their guns. Our troops suffered principally
on this road from geape and musketry under cover of
the ahbatis; but they drove the enemy in such confu-
sion before them that Colonel Gillespie was prevented
only by repeated orders from thnﬂﬂn-em],fmmduhing
at once into the place along with them. Our troops
halted, nnd took post under the guns of Cornelis, This
Wad 4 most important and mast honourable supess,
It guve us every imaginable aceommodation for the army
in the burrmcks and cantonments of Weltevreaden, great
stores and magnzines, some hundred ]ﬁmofnﬁllary,
muostly bhrass, of all mﬁhm,humn,hbonrem, and an
easy conveymnee of every article by water,

Y. oo . The loss of the ENEMY Wis great, olirs jn-
considerable.  Taylor, who is attached to Gillespie, dis-
tinguished himself on this maiden ocension by the
greatest nctivity, cournge, coolness, and Judgment,

“August 15. 1 continned on hoard the % Modeste ™
till the 14th, when I landed privately, and settled, with
all my friends, in n good spacions house near the ean-
tonments of Weltevreeden. Cornelis is found too strong
to be carried without beavy artillery, The hattering
train iz therefore linding from the trunsports, nnd
nothing materinl has happened since the 1041, The
humanity of the men to their wounded prisoners on
that duy was admirable. No distinetion of colour an
that oceasion.  Our soldiers picked up English, Dutch,
and Malay, without distinetion, in the Jungle and carried
thém with great labour to the hospital. The Malays

U



290 LoRD MINTO IN INDIA. [1811

and other native troops are all in amazement, having
been made to believe that we are savages, and should
treat them with all sorts of harbarities if they fell into
our hands.

Batavia shines in the national neatness of the Dutch.
The strests wide, not paved, but the roads formed of
very fine gravel, and excellent. From the town the
roads run along canals, or streams of water, in some
places quick and almost lively, mostly, however, slow,
dull, and always vellow. On the other side of the road
there is a succession of garden houses ; the garden gate
and ruil eloze to the road; the houses more or less
retired, and standing each in an open space of its own,
They are not remarkable for show and cheerfulness, and
the architecture is not Vitravian ; but they indicate the
neighbourhood of a great capital, and they convey a
strong idea of opulence and luxury. The houses,
indeed, are to be admired for space, loftiness of rooms,
and fitness for a warm climate. In the house that I
inhabit there is a high open gallery of 100 feet hy 32.
My bedroom is immediately over it, and of the same
dimensions. A great hall crosses from the gallery to
the front, so that the winds blow in and through from
four guarters.

¢ August 23. The hatteries have been very tedious,
and there does appear to huve been n good portion of
fiddle-de-dee twaddlification in the departments con-
nected with onr works.

¢ August 28. Nevertheless, the enemy's impregnable
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works were stormed at daybreak on August 26—a new
day in our military calendur. The place was most
formidable in strength, and it really seems miraculous
that mortal men conld live in such n fire of round, grape,
shells, and musketry long enough to pass deep trenches
defended by pointed palissades inclining from the inner
edge of the ditch ontwards, foree their way into redoubt
after redoubt, till they were in possession of all the
numerous works, which extend at lesst a mile. . .
The slanghter was dreadful, both during the attack
and in the pursuit, when the total destruetion of the
enemy's army was prevented only by their surrender-
ing prisoners, or dispersing and finally deserting the
French. We have npwards of 5,000 prisoners, including
all the Enropenns left alive. General Junssens esoaped
capture most narrowly, by the most precipitute flight,
leaving all his official pupers behind him. General
Jumelle, & Frenchman sent out to wateh and sucoesd
Junssens, was glad to get into a bog up to his chin il
the heat of the pursuit was over, and then erept out
in a dirty plight to s hospital, where he remained till
dark, and then made off as hard as he could gullop to
Buitenzorg, to join poor Junssens, There never was
such a rout,

“The Genernl immedintely despatched Captain
Robison with a second summons to e deliversd verbally,
It was nguin refused. But the affair is vot the less
decided. Janssens has not 600 men, out of 7,000 or
8,000 whom he commanded in the morning, and his
government is at an end. Troops will advance to-

vi
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morrow morning to Buitenzorg, and on their arrival, two
duys hence, he must either capitulate, or fly alone to the
enstern part of the island, where he may affect to hold
out till he is pursued. . . . I do really believe that
August 26 is a glorious day to Sir Samuel Auchmuty
and the army. . . . . The seamen have afforded enter-
tainment as well as acquired honour by their eccen-
tricities and conrage. They fell in with a galloper of
the enemy’s, of which they took possession, when they
mounted the four horses, and drove the gun on in the
charncter of horse artillery. They were very soon all
mounted at the expense of the French officers and
troopers, and have obtained the title of His Majesty's
Marine Light Dmgoons. In short, Jolinny has masdin-
tuined o consistency of charncter with no feature of
which I hope he will ever part.

¢1 knew the night before that the storm was to take
pliice, and you may imagine the anxiety with which I
heard the cannon and the musketry rather before day-
light. By it¢ long eontinuance and violence T per-
ceived that the enemy had not instantly fled in a panic;
and if they stood, with such an advantage as their
works gave them, I dreaded the loss which must he
sustained even with success, Taylor and Robert were
constantly in my mind. On the event of this enterprise
depended also the issue of this grand undertaking.
George slept in my room. He soon got on horsehack,
and I into my buggy with Mr. Hope as expeditionsly
as I could. We drove on briskly to the field ; the
action still lasting; but at o mile distance I met a
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wounded officer and soldier walking to the hospital, a
mile back. I therefore sent Mr. Hope to drive them
to the hospital, and walking on myself soon came to
the field, where the victory was by this time decisive,
and the enemy in full flight, The General hearing I
was there rode to meet me, and reported his trinmph
with a most mdiant countenance. I then inquired
after Taylor and my particulur friends, and most hap-
pily found all nnhurt,

‘ Next morning 1 went, before daylight, to visit all
the works—onr own as well as the enemy’s. A field of
huttle seem in ecold blood the day after is a horrid
speotacle, but s too horrid for deseription. The
number of the dead and the shocking variety of
deaths had hetter not be imagined. In this instance,
hesides the objects seattered alomg the road and over a
witle plain. there was a erowded, acoumulnted scene of
sluughter and destruction, in all their worst shapes,
collected together in a small space within each of the
many redoubts that had been taken from the enemy.
In one of them the dead, more mangled than can be
described, were the conquerors themselves, They were
the Grenadiers of two English regiments, and of eourse
the finest men in the army. After foreing their way
into the works, and having given three cheers for their
suceess, the explosion of & magnzine in the centre blew
them into the air.

¢When Hope and T visited this place, there was n
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sorner or bastion still burning violently. We looked
into the fire, standing close to its edge, and going
afterwnrds a few paces townrds another comer, we were
surprised by  loud explosion from the place we had
just left, This proved to be o blind shell which had
become red hot, and went off close to us, so that we
might have paid for our peeping. Many officers were
Killed and wounded by the explosion of this magazine,
which, I am disposed to think, happened by accident.”

In o despateh addressed by Sir Sammel Auch-
muty to the Governor General, after the capture of
Cornelis and the subsequent dispersion of the enemy's
forces, he stated that, in the action of the 26th,
near 5,000 prisoners had been taken. Among them
three General officers, thirty-four field officers,
seventy captaing, and one hundred and fifty subaltern
officers. General Janssens made his escape with diffi-
enlty during the action, and resched Buitenzorg, o
distance of thirty miles, with a few cavalry, the sole
remains of an army of ten thousand men. This place
he sabsequently evacunted, and fled to the eastward.

¢ August 29.—Janssens is gone with a fragment of
his foree, under two thonsand of all sorts, townrds
Samarang. Two frigntes have already sailed with a
gmall force, and will be followed by more, to inter-
eept him. The game is ours. . . . The General con-
giders the affair ns so entirely decided that he proposes
returning to Madras after visiting Samarang. T have,
on my part, published a proclamation declaring the
French Government to be dissolved and the English
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established. Buech is the state of our affuirs at this
dute,

1 have now a melancholy account to send you of
the heavy loss we have snstained in my poor friend Dr.
Leyden,  He wos seized with fever a few days after 1
landed at Batavia, and stroggled hard with it till
yesterdny morning, when he expired, and I assisted
at paying him the last honours in the evening of
the same day. He had been subject to bilious
attacks from the time of leaving Caleutts, and indeed
long before; but he was frequently adling on the
voyage, and always muking great efforts of mentul and
sometimes of bodily lnbour. In Java he pushed his
exertions of every kind far beyond his strength, and
wns totally regardless of the precautions against the
gun, which are indispensable in these climates. He
was seized, after great fatigue in the examination of
a public library which I had eommitted to his
charge ; and having gone heated from the libmry into
another room, which had not been opened for o long
while, he was suddenly struck with a chill. He ran
ont of the place saying it was enough to give any
man o fever; but, in truth, his habit was predis-
posed, and he never surmounted the first attack,
though he struggled against it longer than is usual, for
fevers are mapid here. This must be accounted the
illness of a hot climate, but not of Batavis in par-
ticular. The climate, indeed, in this place, a little
above Batavia, seems to ns milder and more favourmble
to health than Bengal, and this is not reckoned a
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healthy month by the inhabitants. September and
October are among the best in the year. 1 am myself
perfectly well.

¢ Septemiber 4.—The despatches for England are to
be sent on board this day, and I must elose here. Sir
Samuel has embarked for the eastern expedition, with
3,000 men, which fur exceeds the foree required, but they
will garrison thut end of the island, The % Modeste "
carries the General to the eastward, and, when she hus
landed him, will return to be ready for me. I still
think October 13 the likely time for my departure.
This country is annexed, like the East India Company’s
territories. I leave Mr. Raffles with the title of Lien-
tenant Governor, and this Government is subordinate
to the Governor General in Council in Bengal. All
these arrangements, however, are hitherto made provi-
sionul by me, subject therefure to confirmation or
alteration at home, for 1 have heen obliged to deviate
materially from my instructions. The country is great,
fertile, and flourishing beyond my expectations, and,
with all that depends upon and is connected with ity
will, I hope, prove an acquisition of great value and
importance.

* Colonel Gillespie will be left in command of the
troops on the island. He has been the great hero, and
the chief means of our success. He was very ill of a
fever the day he led the storm of Corelis, but is better;
and I think this appointment, which 1 sent Taylor to
communieate to him yesterday, will prove a good medi-
“:m‘l
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* Tava, Oetober 4, 1811,

*This letter scoompnnies the final surrender of
Java by eapitulution, and the successful termination
of my last martinl labour. I am certuinly relieved
from many cares which have been my companions from
the moment of losing the grand care of the Madms
mutiny ; and these comrades have made room for a
most comfortable quiet consciousness of having done
well, and employed the powers that have been placed
in my hands profitably to England, from which T held
them.  Gilbert tells me I must not expect any great
rewards. Thl':amhstl"ehmm_'}r,uuthnmﬂm of the
conquest of the Mauritins, [ do not expect them now,
and T feel little concern in that affair. T have certainly
deserved some public scknowledgment or other by
a very unusual train of successful and of unusually
important services,

*The withholding the usual recompense of service
is ome thing, but to conceal or equivocate about the
nature of s service is another. 1 should certainly
not become a suitor for reward, which loses its very
substance if given to importunity or favour; but I
would, on the other hand, assert my right simply to the
public knowladge of what 1 have done. I cannot help
suspecting thut un attempt has been made by Ministers
to cloke themselves in my feathers, and if they have
done so, it must have been by nothing more noble than
a juggle.

*1 have seen English pupers down to the middle of
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March, and I certainly cannot perceive that any mortal
has suspected my having any concern with the French
islands, beyond the execution of an order sent out by
Government. That order was not received by me il
the army sent by me was lunding in the Isle of France.
That order was for an expedition in April 1811 : The
1sle of Franece surrendered om December 3, 1810, to
the army I had sent. 1f T had not pushed the thing
forward, through s thousand difficulties, and at an
immense personal haznrd, ,just at the moment when I
did, the expedition ordered by the Government could
not have been gent, or if sent could not have been
gnccessful 3 for the island would have been reinforced
—the certainty of which has been demonstrated by
the arrival of French squadron after squadron since the
eapture—and would have been impregnable in April to
any force it was possible for Indin to furnish. If 1
had failed in my own expedition, from whatever chanee,
and without any fault of mine, 1 should have been torn
to pieces by the very same Ministers, who would have
told the world very distinetly, and without any equivo-
ention, whether the calamitous expedition had been
sent by me or by themselves, . . .

¢ With regard to Juva, I acquuinted Government
with my intention to follow up the reduction of the
French islands with au expedition against Juva. This
was done in my first communications concerning the
French islands ; and I pressed hard for instructions on
the latter undertaking, saying that [ should wait as
long as I could for their answer withont hazarding the

e
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success of the plan, and if T should receive no orders,
when there had been time sufficient to send them, I
should eonclude my design was not disapproved, and
ghonld proceed to the execution of it. In the mean-
while, everything was concerted for the return of troops
and transports from the Isle of Fmnce to India, for
the purpoze of serving aguinst Java. This was exe-
euted accordingly, and these resonrces arrived in time,
Arrangements were made at all the Presidencies of
Indin, and every prepartion was put in motion the
moment the news arrived of our snecess in the Isle of
France. Everything was in forwardness when [ re-
ceived the orders of the Seeret Committee to attack
Java; and I should have gone on that expedition when
1 did if no orders had come.  Juva, therefore, so far as
eredit is concerned, is as much my own as the French
islands ; for the plan was formed, and the resolution
tuken, and the prepsrutions made, and the service
would huve been performed precisely as it has, on my
own judgment and at my own risk. [ do not think
Government hus neglected anything either.  They
conld not have sent their orders soouer.  Buot cir-
cumstamees were such that if 1 had not taken the
whole thing upon myself, and despatched it in the
shortest imaginable time, the opders from Tnglund
would have been too late in both cases. This is, I
think, enough on the first pronoun personal.

¢ This country far surpasses all the expectations any
stranger had ever formed of its fertility and the richness
of its produce, its population and eivilisation, a pmise
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which you probably did not look for, 1 have pleasure
in seeing also that the worst system of government and
of laws imaginable present a wide field for active im-
provements, which better principles of policy and =
purer administration cannot fail of producing.  If I
am happy enongh to see some progress made in these
views, and to witness a substantial ameliomtion in the
condition of the five millions who inhahit this beantiful
country, or even a tendency to that result, from the
foundations T shall have laid, I shall bear the wint
of rewards with the greatest equanimity and indiffer-
ence.

‘I am a great philosopher of late, having studied
bard in all the leisure moments of this expedition, by
sen and land, under the hest precepts and the worst
practice that were ever united in the same master,
Cicero himself. Iam near the end of his twenty volumes,
and have had great delight in almost every page. Let
Gilbert read you the “ Somnium Scipionis,” one of the
finest works of antiquity ; or at least this passage, which
is near the end, und the parting advice of the elder
Seipio to his son, before the close of the vision, when
he returns to the regions of light and immortality,

‘Igitur alte si spectare voles, atque hane sedem,
et mternam domum econtueri: neque te sermonibus
vulgi dederis, nec in premiis humanis spem posueris
rerum tuarum: suis te opportet illecebris ipsa virtus

‘trubat ad verum decus) ¢ Verum decus’ is Latin for
nobility without a patent; and the last passage, begin-
ning ‘suis te opportet ' and ending © verum decus,’ is
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most beautiful. T have chosen it for the fumily motto,
if mot on our seals and panels, on our lives. In the
meantime I have put this discourse of Seipios appari-
tion to his son, in the mouth of our family genius in
 the Minto vision,™ !

Lot Renson's torch on seal attend |

Her calm undazaling Hght to lend ;

With patriot ardour wisdom blend.
s these your guides |

Your gountry's good the noble end,
And nonght bosides.

Heed not the bellowing erowd's acelalm,
And flesting roar of vulgnr fame,
Powerless 0 grase an honest nume,

Or to duiilo;
Thie dronken prodse or ruffian biame

Of elamour vile

Ginerdons that prompt the worldly mee
Thy generons toil shall ne'sr debess i
Won by fair Virtne's inbarn gk,
Her smiles alone
Shall woo thee to the lofty placs
Uf trus renown.

Cth, tronsure in thy filisl breast,
My parting oounmel, last and bost,
Be Virtue for hersell caresa'd ; 1
Her heavenly love
Such transport yialds as Spirits blest
Enjoy above.

“1 shall positively sail by the 20th inst. (October) ;
I hope sooner; and shall be most happy to turn my

' A poem written by himself in Indin and dedionted tohis family,

¥ Conelnditur profecto, ot virtates omnes, ot honestam illnd, quod
ex luis virtutibus exoritur, et in his hueret, ésae per oe expotendum.
—Cic, Dy Finibur, v, 23, ot passim:
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head towwrds one of my homes, till the grand departure
of all arrives. That will happen at Intest in twemty-
seven months from October 1. T reckon to Janunry
1, 1R14.
+Jnvm, October 18, 1811,

¢ Nothing has happened sinee my last at all memor-
able . . . This letter goes by a transport, the “ Countess
d'Harcourt,” which carries General Janssens and his
suite to England as prisoners of war. If you should
by any chanee come in hi= way, Palm, be civil '—for he
is one of the very best and most estimable men 1 ever
knew. He has suffered a great and severe reverse,
which he has felt so deeply as to affect his health.
His predecessor wns a wretch in every imaginahle way,
one of the monsters which the worst times of the
French Revolution sngendered, or mther lifted from the
mud at the bottom, to flounee and fignre awny their
hour npon the surface. He was greedy, eorrupt, and
ruseally in amnssing money for himself, and equally
unjust and oppressive in procuring public supplies.
He wus eruel, and regardless of men's lives beyond most
of the revolutionary tyrants in the Reign of Terror. He
forced the Javanese to cut a road through a morass at
the expense of 6,000 lives for that short space. He
ordered two Javanese Princes, confined by him us state
prisoners, to be privately murdered, and hecame savage
from the delay which arose from the scruples of the
officer in whose custody they were; a providential
deluy ; for Janssens arrived in the interval, and passing

! A phrase frequently addressed by Lady Palmerston to her Jord.
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through the place, on his way to Batavia, saved the
victims. [’Aendels was as great a brute as tymot in
his plensures—no man's family wassafe. . . . In short,
none of the worst of the Roman pro-consuls ever vexed
and scourged their provinees, too distant, for control,
with more extortion and cruelty than this villkin. His
suceessor is his opposite in every point—a virtuons, just,
and humane man ; a brave and good officer ; and, I think
from his conversation, a wise and even enlightened
statesmnn.

£ Bonapurte certainly did one good action in sending
a chamcter so respectable to supersede IPAendels at
twenty-four hours' notice; for he wns peremptorily
ordered to resign the government in that time, and to
embark immedintely for Europe. As soon as the ship
was under weigh, it is understood here that the cap-
tain produced an order to earry him to Franee as a
prisoner.  The attachment of all ranks of men to
Janssens iz remurkable ; ond he certainly deprived us of
the support which, if we had found D'Aendels in the
government, the Duteh part of the colony would huve
given us, So pray be civil to my virtuous predecessor
in Javn, if you have an opportunity.

‘{eorge sent you the history of my orgies at a
dinner given by me to Sir Samuel Auchmuty and the
army. The army has since given a ball and supper to
Sir Samuel and me jointly ; and we entered hand in
hand, like the two kings of Brentford smelling at one
nosegny. This festival was at the residence of the
former Governors General, and the decorntions had been
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all or nearly 20 in a state of preparation for the cele-
bration of Napoleon's birthday, which we disturbed
like trouble-fétes as we were, hy landing and getting
possession of Batavia, Government House, decorntions
and all, a few days before the gmnd occasion. . . . It is
impossible to give you anything like an adequate
notion of the total absence of beanty in so crowded
a hall. There never is u dogen of women assembled
in Europe without o few attractions smongst them.
Here there was no difference, except in some fow varie-
ties of ugliness and ordinariness of dress and manners,
The Dutch did not encourage, nor indeed allow freely,
Eurapean women to go out to their colonies in Indias,
The consequence has been, that the men lived with
native women, whose daughters, gradunlly harrowing
something from the father's side, und becoming a mixed
breed, are now the wives and ladies of rank and
fashion in Juva. The young ladies have learnt the
European fashions of dress, and their curriage and
minners are something like our own of an ordinary
cluss.  Their edueation is almast wholly neglected ; or
mther no means exist here to provide for it. They
are attended from their eradles by numerons slaves,
by whom they are truined in helplessness and lnginess ;
and from such companions and governesses, you miy
vonceive how much sceomplishment or refinement in
munners or opinions they are likely to aequire.

In dancing, the young beautics seemed lame
in  FEnglish country dunces, of which they knew
neither the steps nor the fignres ; but in their own
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dance, which was to a very slow valse tune, the figure
much the same as ours, with a valse embrace however,
instend of an allemande, they were at home, and not
without grace ; while our English damsels and cavaliers
were all abroad, and about us awkward and erippled
as their Dutch fellow-suhjects had been before. Mrs.
Bunbury, the wife of an officer, n young pretty English-
womatl, stood up in the danee; but seeing, when the
first couple reached her, the Duteh gentleman take his
partner fairly in his arms and hug her, s it appeared
to her us o bear does his prey, she fairly took to her
bieels, and could not be hronght back again by any
menns, to s or share such horror.  The Dutch valsers
certainly deal in very striet embroces, but our English
gentlemen, to their shame be it sid, appeared 8o en-
tively unpractised in that art, that their Dutch partners
gove the point up as a bad job, and were foreed to con-
tent themselves with merely tuking hands and swinging
the loobies sbout, The chaperons and older Duteh
ladies are a class not yet described in Europe. The
prineipal mark to koow them by is their immense sizo.
The whale eoloninl sex runs naturlly to fat, partly
from over-feeling—partly feom total want of exercise,
The moming air is the gmnd pursnit of the English
Orientaliste; the Dutch of both sexes hinve a horror for
it,and prefer their beds.  In the rest of the day nobdy
can go out; and in the evening they think a drive in
a earringe too great an effort,  They pass their timne
as follows. There is a canal opposite to every door an
the other side of the road. Each honse hus u little
X
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projeeting gallery supported by posts in the canal.
The lower part of this, that is to say, from the level of

the rond down into the water, is made in some small
degree private, by upright bars at a little distance
from each other, and with this bath the road communi-
cates by wooden steps. Here the lady of the house,
her relatives, and female slaves, lave their charms, and
here you may behold the handmaids of Diana sporting
on and under the wave in sight of all pussing Actmons.
This is the moming scene. In the evening, ns I was
saying, they have chairs brought out in the gallery
above, and sit with their beawse in conversation and
repose.  Suppose an immense woman sitting behind a
stull with ronsted apples, and we have an old Duteh
lady of the highest rank and fashion. Her upper
garment is a loose conrse white cotton jacket fastened
nowhere, but worn with the graceful negligence of pins
and all other fastenings or constraints of a Scoteh lasa,
an equally coarse petticoat, and the coarsest stockings,
terminating in wide thick-soled shoes ; but by standing
behind her you find out her nohility, for at the back of
the head a little eirele of hair is gathered into s small
crown, and on this are deposited diamonds, rabies, and
precious stones often of very great value, It is well
with this if they can speak even Dutch, many knowing
no language but Malay.'

In the instructions sent from the Court of Directors
to Lord Minto respecting an expedition to Java, no
provision was made for any permanent occupation of
the island : no such measure had heen in contemplation
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previous to Lord Minto's wrrival in Java, and to the
personal acquaintance he thereupon attained with the
condition of the population. The Court of Directors
had simply intended an expedition to expel the Dutch
Power, to destroy the fortifications, and to distribute
the arms and stores among the natives. These in-
structions Lord Minto took it on his own responsibility
to disabey, preferring to give time for reconsiderntion of
orders issned in ignorunce of the fucts, to their execn-
tion at the cost of bloodshed and aunarchy, if not of
eertain destruction to the colonists.

It would be mere wanste of time at the present day
to enter into any detailed account of the messures in-
sugurated by Lord Minto for the administrtion of
Juva, thus incorporuted into the British Empire.

A few extrncts from his despatches will suffice to
show the condition in which he found the island and
the nature of the ameliortion he proposed to effect.
The *History of Javs,” by Sir 8, Raffles, and other
works demonstrate that the brief period during which
the connection of Great Hritain and Java existed, wus
one to the island of prosperity and tranquillity.

In a despatch to the Secret Committee dated
September 3, 1811, Lord Minto stated that he had
taken possession of the Island of Java in the Company’s
name.

1 nm aware,” he said, ¢ that all econquests of terri-
tory from European Powers accrue by the constitution
of the Empire to the Crown ; and, if T had been under
the necessity of prosecuting this enterprise on my own

x3
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responzibility and without orders, Javn must have been
simply annexed to His Majesty’s dominions subject to
any arrangement which might afterwards be adopted
by His Majesty with the Company. But sinee the
establishment of the Bourd of Control, every order that
issnes from the Honournble Court, or your Honourahle
Committee, hears with it the sanction of His Majesty’s
Government, and 1 am therefore to consider the com-
munnds with which I was honoured respecting Java, as
importing a transfer of His Majesty's rights of congunest,
in this instance to the Honourable Company.

T shall nppear on first sight to have deported from
the tenor of your Honoumble Committee's imstrnetions,
by keeping possession instead of dismantling and evaeu-
ating the islind.

“This is & much greater country than I believe is
generally conceived, and the destructive field of magsaore
and ruin, to which the disarming of the colony and
arming the natives must have led, is too extensive, and
the scene would have been too shocking to every
virtnons and naturn] feeling, to remain for 1 moment
in the contemplation of minds to which the object
should have been presented in its true colours, In
deviating from this part of the plan I have, therefore,
most assuredly been long sinece approved,

L] have presented no exaggernted view of this sub-

ject, but am more than ever confirmed in the truth and
justice of the picture that has been set hefore you,' hy

' In an eprlier and foller despateh.
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what I have witnessed of terror crested in this populous
and fourishing quarter of Jova by the abesence of
military protection for the short interval of two days
only, which passed between the departure of the French
andd the arrival of oor troops; as well as by the sctual
massaere and pillsge which in the eireuit of a few
miles have followed the dispersion of Janssen's army,
before n detnchment of our own conld be advanced to
Buitenzorg.

“ 1t would have been an abuse therefore of the word
obedience, and offensive above all to the authority from
which the order had been issued under a defect of local
informetion, to have curried into effect & commond of
which the consequences described were manifest on the
spot to those who were churged with the execution.

“The only modification of which the mensure was
msceptible, would have been to provide the means of
retreat and of future security and maintenines to the
multitudes whose lives and property were concerned.
This wonld have entailed an immense burden on the
British Government, und would have required pecuniury
sacrifices nnd arangements which  could have been
hazarded by no subordinate authority abroud.

*The three courses which are open to your choice
are—to withdraw the whole European population and
to make a provision for their support; to restore the
colony unwenkened to the Dutch ; or to retain it under
the British proteetion and Government,
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I have found here the favourable disposition which
I expected from the Duteh inhabitants.s They are
genermlly repugnant to the French wsurpation both of
the mother country and of the colonies, ., . . But the
French Government had established so strong a power
by a svstem of severity and terror, and thers gtill exist
80 many collaternl means of influence by connections
both of fumily and fortune in Europe, that we have
experienced only silent and inefficient favour, and
derived no active aid whatever from the friendly dispo-
gition of the people. Our difficnlties have heen con-
siderably increased by this nentral spirit; but, had the
Dutch been apprised that, in the event of suecess, it was
onr design to deliver them up disairmed to the Jomnese,
we should have had to contend with all the energies of
despair, and I am quite perannded that we should huve
found our force inadequate to the enterprise.

¢ The multitude of arrangements, especially for the
public security and tmuoquillity which the sudden ne-
sumption of the government demand, do not in the
present moment leave me at liberty to proseeute in-
quiries and pursue deliberntions concerning your more
general interests in this quarter.

‘1 propose to vest the chief authority in Mr.
Raffles, under the title of Lisutenant Governor; « . . «
that the Government of Java should be subordinate to
the supreme Government of Bengul; that s regular
report of all proceedings should be mude there ; and that
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the orders of the Governor General in Council should
be hindingin Javn, subject to the higher authority of
the Honourable Court of Directors.

¢ I enn say! with certainty that the value of the island
and the Bwee of prosperity which every part of the islind
wenrs, even weighed down as it has been by a most
oppressive system, and after a most iniquitons and
grinding ndministration of government, very far exceeds
any other which hind ever been conceived by strangers,
and is a constant and genemal subject of observation
amongst ourselves, Yot every acknowledged principle
of good government is unknown in Juva, and all the
mischisvous, deteriorating, and grievous maxims of a
nnrrow, monopolising, and harsh policy are in full foree
and vigour in every department of affuirs. No man's
interest in lond exceeds the term of one year. This
admits of a small number of partial exceptions, but is
genenully true, The whole surface is the property of
Government, and very extensive territories are cultivated
and managed on the account of Government under the
direction of public affairs. Government exacts a pre-
emption nt an arbitrary price in the produce of many
other lands,

“In o word the whole system of property is vicious
and adverse to the interests of Government and people.

¢ The revenues, &c., have long been all in farm: the
farmers are universally Chinese, who have no competi-
tors. Henee arises necessary loss to Government and

' To ‘the Secrot Commitiee of the Court of Diregtars, Octaber &,
1811,
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uppressive extortion on the subject. I have neverthe-
less been obliged to renew the farms for the remuining
months of the present year. A change in the system
of callecting will require considerable preparation both
in regulation aud in providing instruments, who are now
entirely wanting. The duties of export und import in
the harbour of Batavia have, however, been ploced under
it eustom-house, collection being immedistely under the
vigilance of Government,

“On this subject it may be satisfactory to your
Committee to observe that T have abolished the duties
und suppressed the farms on gaming and cock-fighting,
leaving Government free by that sacrifioe to employ
such prohibitory means as can be devised to check this
prevailing and destructive vice of the native population.

*The state of slavery hus attracted my serious and
anxious attention. That monstrous gystem prevails to
a ealamitous extent throughout these Eastern regions
of Indin, and produces, us it cannot fail of doing, most
of the miseries incident to that mode of procuring the
service of men. But it is too general to he suddenly
suppressed by any one Power in so muny separate and
independent countries. In Java it is fortunately not
grievous to the slave; servitude being almost wholly
domestic or meninl. I hope something may be done
immediately for modifying this evil, and 1 propose that
Guovernment should set the example in this reform by
abstaining entirely from the future purchase of slaves.
A return is preparing of the public slaves of Government
uow existing, und if the number should prove incon-
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siderbley ns 1 hope it will, 1 hove it in contenyplation
to hazwrd an anticipation of your approbation, which T
shall snrely recuive, by emnocipating all those to whom
that change would be advisable. The importation of
slaves may ulso be checked, although it eannot yet be
nhalislied,’ ;
 Waltevreedon, Javn ; Ovtober 6 1811

1 consider the main point #s ascertained, and that
Java will supply resources at the least for its own
expenses. 1 need not say to you how great a benefit,
not reducible to the columus of an estimate in dollors,
will in that case acerue to the Company and the nation.
We now know from proof that it was the poliey of the
Duteh to eomceal the wvalue wud to exaggerate the
defects of their possessions, especinlly of Juva, This
will necount for the inadequate opinion entertained, at
least T imagine #o, at home of this island. It is now
most flonrishing ; but the field for improvement is in-
exhaustible. All that 1 fear 15 the gencral peace.
This ought not surely to prevent us from beginuing to
perform the first duty of Governments in improving the
eondition of a people that has become tributary to our
authority and tributary to our prosperity. All we are
justified in avoiding is the prosceution in this interval
of expensive works. The exelusion of European masters
from Java is impossible in the present state of things.
To muke them richer, happier, and to give the people
itself u feeling of independence, which they are now

! To the Right Hop. B, Dundis,
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totally without, would be the best receipt for making
their country less accessible to Enropean invaders.  But
in our own times this cannot be looked to, and the
Government we have established must. instantly be re-
placed by the French whenever it is withdruwn, The
more flourishing the country may be at the time of
such a revolution, the better, T think, for the nations
without, although it muy alse be advantageous to the
ruling European power within, But I feel assured that
you agree with me in thinking our policy should lead
to the improvement of the country, and, if not our
policy, the eternal and fundamental law by which Go-
vernments and subjects are united. I think we ought
to make it an English colony as soon as we can, by the
introduction of English colonists, English ecapital, and,
therefore, an English interest. This does not reguire
the exclusion of the old Duteh, who will not bear o
great proportion to the whole, and who will become
English the more veadily as they are now without a
eountry.’

T shall embark to-morrow evening, and hope to
make the passage in about thirty days.! Loeal business,
and the extreme pressure of sueh affuirs us concern
either bodies of men or individuals, have, s is usual,
secumulated upon me to such a degree for some time
past in the expectation of my approaching departure,
that it would have been entirely impossible for me to
throw the information 1 possess, or the resolutions and

! Extract from a despiteli of Lord Mintato the Seerot Committes
Oetober 18, 1811,
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opinions 1 have been able to form, on the affairs of this
new Government, into a shape fit for inspection. . . .
The leisure of my voynge to Bengal will enable me to
digest the material 1 take with me, and to present to
your Honourable Committee hy the first ship from
Bengul after my arrival there, o fall, and T would anx-
iously—fondly hope, » satisfactory report of my pro-
eeedings in thiz conntry.

iIn the meanwhile, eonsciouz that in the share
which has fallen to my lot in the arduous but successful
measures which have placed this important territory at
your disposal, T have looked only to the general interests
of the nation and the Enst Indis Compuny, and that in
every point of the arrangements which I have provision-
ally adopted since the nequisition was made, the
advantage of the Company and the improvement of
the country have been the united but exclusive ob-
jeets of contemplation, 1 cannot help entertaining an
enrnest wisl, which 1 should be happy indeed if all
gireumstances authorised me to call a hope, that suffi-
ciomt confidence might be felt in the judgments which
1 have formed, with much inguiry and reflection on
the spot, to make at least a trinl of the system and
armngements | now presume to recommend. . . . Twill
therefore specify two points at least of the present
system in Java, which in my faithful and deliberate
jndgment it would be prejudicial to every interest of
the Company or the publie in this country to alter or
reverse in the present period of our connection.

¢ First, [ strongly recommend that the armngements
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now established may not be superseded for the purpose
of uniting the Government in the same person with the
vommand of the army.

* Secondly, that this island and all its affairs, civil
and military, may be left under the snperintendence of
the Governor of Bengal, and not trnsferred to any
other authority in Indin.

‘Lam happy to confirm the opinion I have already
submitted to your honourable Committes that the
resources of the island will assuredly cover all charges,
civil and military,’

Before quitting Batavia Lord Minto remarked to
one of its chief residents, that it was not certain whether
England would retain permanent possession of Java,—
“ but,’ he added, in words which were long remembered,
¢ while we are here let us do us much good as we can.’
To the close of his administration of the governiment
of India he watched over the welfare of Java with un-
fuiling solicitude—a fact recognised in feeling language
hy Sir Stamford Raffles when, addressing the Batavian
Society subsequently to Lord Minto's death, he said :

‘A tender and parental care for the island of Java was
publicly avowed on different occasions; the proofs of it
were received ; the Earopean community was saved and
preserved by his humanity, and on his responsibility ;
for the native administration principles were laid down
on which the whole of the present structure has been
mised ; and in every instance a wish was evinced of
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improving the successes of war, as much in favour of
the conquered as of the conqueror.

i Tt would not he proper on this oceasion to enter
into particulars, but who does not gratefully recollect
the general tenor of his conduct and demesnour while
in Java ? administering aid and nssistance with his own
hands to the maimed and wonnded of his enemies;
setting, in the midst of his snocesses, an exnmple of
moderation and simplivity of manner even to the van-
quished ; proceeding often in public without any other
signs of greatness and distinetion than what the whole
community singly und jointly were enger to show him ;
never missing an opportunity of doing even s temporary
good; and concilinting by these means the minds of
the publie to such o degree, that ensmies wers rendered
friends, nnd that the nomes of conqueror and subduer
were lost in those of protector and liberdor.!

The energy and devotion which Lord Minto brought
to hear on the nffairs of Java were all the more prajse-
warthy, becanse of the acute grief he endured during
the months passed by him in the island. There he
learnt the death of his youngest son, William, who had
been left at Madms, having already shown symptoms
of the illness which was the couse of his destli—an
attock of congestion of the lungs,

Of this- =ad event Lord Minto said to those who
were near him when he learnt it, that ¢it was the first
and only grievance which either this son or uny of his
children had ever inflicted on their parents,”
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CHAPTER XIIIL

HEAYY and numerous were the letter-hags which awnited
at Caloutta Lord Minto’s return from Java. It was
therefore with no small share of surprizse that he found
the officinl letters addressed to him absolutely silent on
the most important transactions of the preceding years,
namely, the Madrs muting, and the conguest of the
French islands.

1t does not appear,” he wrote to Lord Melville, in a
private and confidential letter dated December 10, 1811,
fit does not appear from anything official that the
Court of Directors ever heurd that the French ernisers
had been for ever excluded from the port of Mauritius,
anil that the French islands themselves had been cap-
tured by an army of their own under their own Govern-
ment. This seems strange to us, to whom no doubt
those events have appeared of greater moment than
they are, owing, perhaps, to their having =o long ocen-
pied our whole hearts anil souls. I have not been able
sometimes to help nsking myself whether the same
silence would have prevailed if I had failed, and whether
the public would not in that eaze have been very dis
tinetly informed whose expedition it was.

T -
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In noother letter to the sume correspondent, he
wrote: ¢TI do not foreses that in what may remain of
my public life any occasion can ever oecur again in which
the interests confided to me shall require the assumption
at my own hagard of unauthorised powers. I am far
from thinking that measures undertaken on respon-
gihility are by any means meritorious on that aeeount.
On the contrury, success itself should in my judgment
be put on its defence, and it is not tll after acquittal
that the irregular service, however important, can ob-
tuin acknowledgment. . . My defence is, first, I knew
in an suthoritative way (T include the French islands
in this argument) that the ohjects proposed by the
measures [ haznrded were dermed desirahle by Govern-
ment. 1 knew, secondly, thnt they counld not be ob-
tained in any other way. Thirdly, T had gold grounds,
since estnblished by suceess in each instance, to believe
that they might then be aceomplished. Fourthly (and
this is the strong point of my defence, without which all
the rest would be invalid), I wus intimately convineed,
and 1 am wow sanctioned by the events, that the service
wottld have beeome impracticable by delay.

It bus been mode manifest that if the French
iglands had not been reduced before the last hurricans
month, that conquest would never have been accom-
plished by any seale of force or messures which have
hitherto been in contemplation. . . . Three thousand,
or four thonsand, indeed o smaller pumber of French
troops of the line—nnd that succonr, we have now
reason to know, would have been actually thrown in—
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wotld, in all the opinions 1 have heard, have remdered
the Mauritius impregnable to sny expedition from
Indin.

¢ Again, if the Mauritins had not fallen in December,
it would have been totally impossible to prosecute the
views ugainst Java, always combined with the former,
before the miny monsoons in the Eastern sens,  And if
we hud waited fnrthemmmdmgfumm‘nﬂnmun, wir
have now seen that Juva would also have been re-
inforeed beyond any means we could have emploved
for the conquest. In a conrse of mensures, therefore,
necessarily to follow each other, depending all through
upan & chain of success without n broken link, snd each
limited to the narrowest period of time, and treading
upan the heels of the other, | haed ,—first, to be rensonuhly
satisfied that by grest exertion success was possible
and probable,—snd next, to push on without delay.
“ Nos quidem Hoe sentimus "—this is the sentiment of
Cicero to Lentulus when he advises him to undertake
the conquest of Egypt—“si explomtum tibi sit, posse
te illing regni potiri, non esse cunctandum ; s dubinm
non esse congndum.”

i, . .and in the progress of these successive
anxious events [ have been more than once reminded
of what Lentulus is told in the same epistle from his
friend : *Totins [acti tui judicinm, non tam ex eon-
silio tuo, quam ex eventu, homines esse faeturos.

1 have been most fortunate in Sir 8, Auchmuty, not
only a8 a General but as » gentleman, Collision has

——l T 1T
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heen entirely excluded from this joint service, and the
most cordinl harmony has prevailed between us.
Indeed, T have taken care there should be no eollision
by effacing myself entirely till the conquest was made,
and the moment came for assuming the govern-
ment ; taking care that one sun should be in eclipse
while the other was shining in the sume hemisphere,
. » - You cannot well imagine the discomfort T feel in
writing a line that expresses even a shade of discontent,
and especianlly in addressing it to yourself, whose whale
conduet towands me has been caleulated to inspire sen-
timents of the very opposite kind ; but in truth T have
had cecasion to perceive for a certain time back
change in the comfortable footing on which I stood at
home when I left England.”  After alluding to certain
measures which in his judgment appeared to claim an
acknowledgment that they had not received, Lord Minto
continued : At the head of these I place all that relates
to the Mudms troubles, on which 1 am anxious to sy
heforehand that T join issue with any adversaries I may
appear to have, and to assert for myself that from the
first. origin to the last date of these events I acted the
purt that became me, consulting alike the duty T owed
to the public, and the justice or indulgence which it was
fitting to administer to individuals. A mutiny of officers
and gentlemen was subdued ; the distracted army was
tranquillised and reconciled ; the same army has since,
and did indeed instantly evince, not merely its fidelity,
but its courage and discipline in netion und di<tin-
guished servies,
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And to the Chairman of the Conrt of Directors' he
wrote in the same strain :—

¢1f T had acted on any feeble and false principle—if
1 had wenkened my support to the Company’s govern-
ment by any refined or eapricions modification—if [
had but wavered and suffered a shade of doubt to exist
concerming me, Sir George himself has often acknow-
ledged, since the event has been closed, that ull was lost.
After the submission of the guilty I elaim to have done
all that was necessary for discipline and future security ;
and it is my boast, and always will be, that I did no
anoe 3 that T stopped the torrent of individual calamity
at the point where it ceased to be indispen=able for the
public interest and safety. I claim to have trangmil-
lised the nrmy oz quickly after the tempest as the swell
that survives tempests allowed ; and from n condition
dangerons to the existence of our nation, [ sent out
that army instantly, entitled to our confidence when it
went, and to our thanks and applanse when the serviee
was performed.

“In the last days of 1811 I have still to say that I
do not know by o single official word that my residence
at Mndras during eight months of the years 1800
and 1810 has ever reached the ears of the Court of
Directors. [ hagarded from thence several important
suggestions for the public good, but they have lain
without notice until the present time.

Again, us in his differences with the missionaries,

t Dec. 12, 1811,
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the Court of Directors was a house divided against
itsell.  Sir George Burlow’s friends were offinded by
the lemiency shown to the officers; his opponents
resented the approbation bestowed by Lerd Minto on
Sir George Barlow for the energetic measures by which
he hand stemmed the tide of mutiny.

The Governor General had strongly recommended
Sir George, “and other faithful servants of the Madras
mutiny,’ for some mark of public approbation. <If
thiz is not done, T must say that Government will be
deficient in a just estimate of the evil that has been
averted, and of the service that has besn rendered to
the empire.” But though the despatches, when at last
they arrived in India, contained a cordial approbation
~ of the part taken by the Governor Genernl, the con-
duct of Sir Goorge Burlow wos commented npon in
terms which foreshadowed bis recall in the following
year.

Some pussages from o letter written by Lord
Minto's eldest daughter, give an amusing and pro-
bahly an acourate view of certain circnmstances which
deprived her futher's services at this period of their just
meed of approbation.

' Minto, My 1, 1811.
¢ I think it has been the way all along for the
Foxite Whigs to take part with the officers at Madrms ;
und I was convineed, from the time Ceeil Bmith came
home, that not only the * Edinburgh Review * would take
that side, but that Sidoey Smith would be the orucle
v
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upon the subject at Holland House, &c.; and 8o I
verily believe it is.

£ There is such u complicstion of plots and wheels in
the political world that it is not very easy to say at any
time whnt will be thought or done by those who eall
themselves your friends. 1 believe that if the present
Grovernment, bronght forwand any proposal of rewarding
you, or Sir George either, for the Madrs business, or
bl even yoted thanks for the Isle of France, Opposi-
tion would, as in duty bound, have opposed the mes-
sure 3 and the Diveetors, nmidst the variances in their
Court on all the lnte Indinn business, may think like
Mrs. Beanmont, in “ Maneuveing,™! that in general
it iz safest not to mention things.  As for the Isle of
Fraoee, they wish it had been taken for them, instead
of the Crown. The Crown, or at least the Ministers,
sevin determined not to approve too hastily of any-
thing you do; and therefore General Abercrombie goes
without his thanke, all Melvillite though he be.  Lord
Grenville, &, think, I suppose, that it might have
been done during their Administration (as Lond
Wellesley knows he might have done it), Lord Grey
is, they say, displessed that his brother did not com-
mand the Expedition; and while in their eyes your
measures are those of the present Ministry, and your
honour and glory theirs, consequently not to he pro-
moted—in  the eyes of said Ministers you are an
Uippositionist, and equally an unfit person to be exalted

¥ One of Miss Edguworth's Tales of Fashionable Life.

-
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by their approbation. The great men of the age are
eertainly not governed by great motives. So much
the worse for them. . . . Certainly if it were possible
to unmvel such mysteries, one would think that one
had the key to the hearts of the Directors, when one
pruised Sir G. Barlow ; vet G—— always seems to think
his friends in the Direction are least friendly to you.
The thing 1 dislike is the apparent indifference of the
Whigs; but mamma says she is used to that, and that
it is the way of the world and of politicians; and we
certainly don't worry ourseélves about any part of it.
We never can be sufficiently thankful that the lsle of
France business succeeded. If we had received your
letter and the acconnt of a filure at the same time,
and in these times, we should really have been in de-
spair. I am not much apt to think ahout politics ; but
lately they have come in everybody's way to observe,
and [ am like the rest of the world, and look and
wonder how it will all end.

tThe King seems reguining his bodily health; but,
u8 no ong seems to expect his mind really to recover, 1
cuunob see any reason, public or private, for wighing his
recovery ; excepting that in that case Lord Eldom has
almost promised to depart in peace, which certainly
would be s pleasing ciremmstance. [ think there
would be some pleasure (enough to make up for
many disadvantages) in laying one’s hand upon his
loridship's head, and, like the old Abbot in * Marmion ™
dismissing him with—* Sinful Brother, part in

peace.
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As in 1811, so in 1812, the state of affairs at home
absorbed all the interest which in more fortnnate times
anight have been extended to the empire at large.
After the death of Perceval and the various abortive
attempts ot the formation of o new ministry which
followed on that tragical event, Lord Hollanl wrote to
Lord Minto that ¢ whatever indifference may have
been shown to events in Indis, has been extended also
to the war in Spain, the concerns of the North of
Furope, the Catholies in Ireland, the Orders in Council
ut home, and the events in America; for while the
various negotistions for forming a ministry were pend-
ing, it is true that they so entirely engrossed all the
attention of the publie, that victories and defeats,
peaces and wars, insurrections and scarcities were
overlooked as matters of inferior importance ; and o
newspaper which contained nothing but extrnordinary
guzettes, und no minute of a conversntion between
private gentlemen on their views of poliey or party
connections, was a dull, insipid, and uninteresting pro-
duction. I do not know whether we are quite come
to our senses yet—there ore strong suspicions thaot
Lord Liverpool has said something to Mr, Canning, and
Mr, Canning answered something to Lord Liverpool,
with which the public is unscquainted ; and, in the
language of the newspapers, the world lns much reason
to complain of this suppression of intelligence,”’

At the present time news from our distant depend-
ency comes to us with the rupidity of the lightning’s

! Lord Holland to Lard Minto, Scptember 1812
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flash, aud not seldom with sowething of its dread
effects. In the time of Lord Minto it travelled like
light from a distant star—paled by distance ere it
reachied our shores. Besides this unavoiduble disad-
vintage attending on the imperfection of communica-
tion between England and India, the brilliant resulis
of the expedition to Juvs were made known in England
at i moment, not only of political smxiety, but of great
national depression. The prolongation of the war, the
consequent rise of prices, the prevailing disaffection in
the eountry towards the person of the Regent, had
created a general sentiment of uneasiness among the
best-informed portion of the public. Lady Minto’s
letters from London in 1812 give a vivid impression of
the troubled condition of the times.

+ April 42, 1514,

¢ You will see by the papers that the whole country

is up in arms at the immoderate price of everything.
Bread is double what it was last year, and four times
its original price, and all other necessaries equally high.
As to luxuries, they are beyond imagination ; but you
may guess that of necessaries when [ tell you I am
obliged to give the muid-servants five shillings o day,'
which with difficulty will suffice. Riots have taken
place in most of the great manufacturing towns, of «
most formidable chameter; they are increasing rather
than diminishing, and there is & most geneml dread of
what will be the result of the present state of things.

! For their Board.
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Royalty seems to court its downfall, and has already
forfeited even artificial respect.  He seems determined
to leave the nation to its fute, and will not éven go
through the labour of signing his name to one paper
in twenty that awaits his signature. He gets up at
three; has jewellers, tailors, and all sorts of trdesmen
as soon as he is up, whom he receives before he dresses ;
und metamorphoses the dress of the ammy and navy,
aml fiddle-faddles away an hour or two, dresses and
goes to Hertford House, drinks the hottest and strong-
est mixtures of spiritsa and strong wines, and forgets
the pleasures and the cares of life.

« May 91, 1812,

¢1 have long been holding forth on the badness of
the times, but the horrible and atrocions murder of the
Prime Minister! lust week has really made everybody's
hair stand on end. 1 need not describe ity as every
cireumstance is most truly detailed in all the news-
papers. It does not appear that the sssassin was con-
nected with any of the great variety of discontented
ar riotous mobs which exist in different parts of the
kingdom ; at the same time his conduct has been ap-
planded and commended, as you will see at. Nottingham,
by hnzzas and ringing of bells.

¢ In London, I am very sorry to say, the lower and
even the middle classes rejoice in the event, and make
no seruple of saying openly, “ It is all the better; more
should go the same way.” There have been, and still

+ My, Peroeval was shot by Bellingham on May 11, 1812,

T, —
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are, numberless anonymous letbers sent to various
persons in high situations of the most threatening de-
geription. Infamous handhbills are dropped in the streets
and aress; and one yesterdny was, “Mz. Perceval's
ribs ns a gridiron for the Prince Regent;™ wmother,
& 10,0001, for the Prince Regent’s head.”

*The prive of bread and the want of work have
caused the riots in the mumoficturing districts, and, as
far us one ean see, must continue to canse them, In
addition to these evils the season has been wonderfully
backward, and is so still ; no vegetution hus taken plave,
and the sceounts from Seotlond are dreadful.’

Nor were Lady Minto's opinions of the society of
London mueh more favournble than those she held on
the state of the nation, After five yenrs of nbsence,
ghe found it more insipid than of old; the hours had
grown so late, that dinners might properly be ealled
suppers. “Seven is the hour, and ten as early us
sven lndies cun get away., The heat of the rooms
geemed to have ineressed with the multitude of
Argand lamps, and the only engagement which did
not deprive her of a night’s rest was o dinner. In
general she found u total want of animation where all
eame to be mmused, and * the horrid phrmse well-mai-
qiered means silent, dull, and no-carey. ' It is melan-
choly to see the total want of charicter and enpacity
in the upper manks; the excessive expense bestowed

t A favonrite expression of the sfsters Ladiss Minto and Malmes-
bury when desoribing the wil admiraei disposition which wns so

antagonistic to their own.
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on education, and by men—nothing attained. A young
man passes throngh the common routine of a public
school and Oxford, and escapes acquiring any informa-
tion from either; having, I faney, only got into u variety
of serapes of every kind, and appearing to be completaly
u sheet of white paper.

The severity of these remarks is occasgionally tem-
pered by the plensure she received from the society
brought together by the hosts of Holland House and
Lansdowne House,

Lansdowne House wos plensant enongh to compen-
sate for much dulness elsewhere. *There is nothing
in this town hulf so comfortable as that house aud its
inhabitants.” Agaiu: ‘1 have been living a great deal of
lute with the most agreeable people I have met with : the
Smiths, who wre delightful; Sir J, Mackintosh, who is
not lessso, 1 wish I could board and lodge with them,

*All London is now agog about Lord Byron, a
person who three months ago was not known or thought
of. The trath is, he is cruzy —as all his forbears have
heen—mnot to say mad and bad ; but he lately published
a poem called * Childe Harold,” which all London has
fullen in love with, and which in good honest truth has
a good deal of genius in it, with a certain portion of bad
taste and bud writing ; but certainly very striking from
o wman of five-and-twenty ; and #o he is all ab once the
thing to see and to meet. Unfortunately, he has been
flattered into trying his hand at omtory, and made a
ridiculons appearance. To-morrow we dine st Lord
(ilenbervie's to meet him,’

ST U
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(e more guotation we, may allow ourselves from
Lady Mintas letters from London ; because it is always
interesting to see the effeet produced on contempornries,
before fumne has been attained, by one destined to fill
a large space in public estimation. *Harry " (Lord
Palmerston ), she wrote, ¢ is doing very well—with a clear
hend and o good understanding. He will never be o great
man hecanse he hos no great views; ot he is pains-
taking and gentlemanlike to the highest degree, and
will ulways swim where grester talents might sink:
Nothing can be more aminble, and 1 have always
regretted that he should have set ont in life on the
shably side, which he must now stick to,

Lord Minto returned to Caleutta towards the end
of 1811. During the two years which ensued before
he resigned his high office into the hands of Lord Moira,
many congidernble questions fell under the consideration
of hiz Government, and led to metsures of importance,
Some of these referred to the relations of the Company’s
Government with that of the native States—aof Uude,
of Nagpore, and of Hyderabad—and to the irraptions
of the Pindarees on the British frontier ; others to the
internal administration of British India, to the revenue
system, sl to the settlement of the ceded and con-
quered provinees of Bengal. But with nooe of these
shall we attempt to deal. They find no place in Lornd
Minto's unofficial eorrespondence, and they cccupy
their proper one in the valuable histories of Mesars.
Wilson amd Marshman, The silence maintained in
the private letters with regard to many of the subjects
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which at this period absorbed Lord Minto's most eare-
ful thonghts and lahorions hours is explained by
himself.

¢1 feel anxious to tell you why, with the sume good
intentions, I have fallen Intely so far short of my former
voluminous virtuss in correspondence.  One granid
reason is that 1 have too much to do by severnl hours’
work every day.  Owr conquests, among other canses,
have inoreased our labours greatly.  But sinee you will
know my infirmities, the honest truth is that I am
older every hirthday, which is very common in the East;
and [ find, first and foremost, that writing in windy
weather by candlalight is o thought more Eittle than it
wis lnst century; secondly, and lastly, T used to write
to Minto between the evening’s drive and supper which
is now called tea ; but now-a-dnys getting up to open
my shop at five or half-pust, and sliving like o maid-of-
wll-work the whale day, T am sshamed to own that be-
and 8 pan I am s thoronghly dome up, that
I voup o'er like o leaden statue, on o sofn ready set
in the breezy verandali, sod doze, and drenm of Minto 3
but am fairly unable to sit up and write, fighting with
the flare and with the darkness and the mosquitoes, as
I was wont in my youtli, a year or twongo, This is the
melancholy truth.'

-

tween

After his return from Java a perceptible change
eame over the tone of his letters. Passages in the
minor key preponderate.  The expressions of love and
longing for home, frequent enough before, become almost
painful in their repetition and intensity—the more so
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when n certuin auxiety is diseoverable shadowing the
exuberance of hope.

For this there were wuny canses, The lnst two yenrs
had brought griefs such as do not leave 8 man without
taking away great purt of himself, The desth of his
yourg son, the Benjamin of the fumily, who by a com-
bination of modesty and spirit had wound himself elosely
round his father's heurt during the companionship of
the long sea voyage, and the lad’s subsequent adventures
in his paval career, and the death of his earliest and,
beyond the cirele of his family, best loved friend, Mr.
Windhomn, were events that not only enshrouded the
present in gloom, but cast their shadow over the past
and the futwre, He wus wont to say that no grief
should be indulged at the cost of duties to the living,
or to the exelusion of a thankful scknowledgment of
pust happiness and of blessings untouched ; and he did
his best to net up to his professions; but, s he wrote
to his wife, *though their nnmes may be seldom on my
lips, their memory will be ever present to me ;' and aguin
of his long intimney with Windham ¢ ¢The earliest fruit
of friendship's tree is the sweetest, and the latest in
rotting; but of it there is no second erop.’

By the side of these weightier griefs he himself
wintld have given no place for such dissppointments as
arose from the neglect of his publie services by ministers
uni directors.  Yet, if they were not canses of depression,
tliey ¢an hardly have taised the tone of his spirits ;3 and
the elimate of Indis and hard snd aoxions labour had
begun to tell on the vigour of his bodily frame.



334 LORD MINTO IN INDIA. (1818

Arriving ns his letters did at long intervals, it is
possible that they may not have impressed those who
received them, as they do ourselves, with a econvietion
that hie had already recogmised the first tones of o voice,
“mo other heard, that summoned him nway.’

* Calantta s begun middle of January, emled Fehroary 7, 1812,

*1 never was such o slave since I eame to Indin as 1
have been sinee my return from Java, A great deal of
udditionn] work has fallen upon me from that qunrter;
and the necessity of looking baek to proceedings hiera
during my absence has also inereased the demands—
always grenter thun T cun answer—upon my time.
However, there is nothing saved to me by fatiguing you
all with my fatigues. . . . This Barrackpore is 0 most
happy change of scene from Batavia, and is indeed to
me o kind of (ittle Mindo, having a fuint smack of some
virtug in it. T have kept Jonuary 3 in o grand style
this year; giving a ball and supper on my wedding day,
as appearing to myself more worthy of celebmtion than
any other fenst in the calendar, especially as it is also
the hirthday of Cieero, 0 gentleman who attended us
faithfully through the whole campaign. Seven hondred
st down to supper,and you see how 1 must oppress the
provinees to support such extravagnnce, We have hod
a christening of seven souls at onece, . . . Fiveof them
were presents from varions Malay kings and potentates,
“ rich in slaves, but low in cash,” like the King of Oappo-
docin—* Mancipiis locuples, egit wris Cappadocum rex.”
You have heard of them before from Malacea, where they
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were waiting for my gmeions acceptance, and yon have
also heard of their arrival at Calentta in my last. |
had given the surnemes of Man and Friend to the two
eldest boys, who continne to be my own Man and
Friend. I forget whether I have given you an aceount
of these sentimental a ions ; but, to save you from
the chanee of n second secoatore, T shall now refer you
briefly to an aminble passage in Seneca, Epistle 47,
where, preaching humanity and kindness townrils slives,
he says: ®Servi sunt, fmo homines; servi sunt, imo
contubernnles ; servi sunt, imo kwmiles amiei (this 1
think benutiful), servi sunt, imo conservi,” &e. | gave
them the truly Christinn names, therefore, of Homo and
Amicus, that T may always be put in mind to treat
my hwmhles property like men and friends instead of
enttle. Indeed, they deserve it; for better, gentler boys
were never born in Chrstendom.  However, they were
to hove Christinn names in the nsual sense of that word
at their baptism, and one of them is Franeis Man, and
the other Edmund Friend ; but T do not mean to part
with the nnmes given them by their godfuther Seneen,
ond they will continue to be Man and Friend. . . . . .

T have read seven volumes of “ Madame du Deffand™!

! 4Thire is a book published, ealled Crrrespondance de Madume de
Deffend, which containe an secount of the eoort of Muadame de
Muine, greatly resembling what is to be seon nt Kensington, The
mixture of kinidness and torment exercised towands her Lulles, the
violent walks and agitations of body to make up for the want of
events, tho jerlonsy abopt her friends; and her enprice, the shortness
of hor emotions, the extremo gmiety and extreme dulness of hor

housse, are exnctly like the ways of Kensington."—Anne Marin Elliot
to her father, Lord Minta, February 26, 1810,
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most faithfully, which Toeonfess is a greal waste of life,
especially a= both her topics and her thomghts are
identically the same in every letter. But I felt so
much interest both in herself and in many of the
persons who helonged to her society and are found in
her correspondence either as parties or subjects, that T
did not like to skip. IHer style also is so good that T
was afraid of losing a plensure, such as good writing
hestows, if I missed a sentence. T did really feel for-
merly a sort of affectionate venemtion for her; but I
knew nothing more of her real charneter and value than
what she chose to show in the best part of her duy,—
that is to say, in her evening cirele, which had in truth
all the freshness of other people’s momings, ns she was
just out of bed. But now that I have seen the rest
of her four-and-twenty hours, and am in all the seerets
of her insomnies by night and her ennui by day, I
confess that my veneration has much abated ; and i o
kind feeling still remains it i=s the glimmering of an
old flume which a knowledge of her life, chameter, and
opinions has not served to feed or brighten. There
certainly never was anyhody with talents and u good
understanding whose philosophy had taught them less
e finibuwa, and who had lived eighty yenrs in greater
or more childish error eoncerning the ends of life and
the means of happiness. The only virtue she professed
was sincerity, of which she has left an illustration in her
correspondence with Voltaire; and her ooly passion
friendship ; witness her teasing quarrelsome connection
with the President Hénault. As for Mr. Walpole, his
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brutality seems to have been 1 judgment upon her sins
_ to others. He was a prim, precise, pretending, con-
ceited savage, but a most wn-Englisk one. Tt is not
odd that she should have thought a little incorrectly
of the English character, having furmed her notion of
it. principally from Mr. Walpole, Fish Crawfurd, and
George Selwyn. | have taken of lute a good course of
epistolary reading, just before Madame du Deffand,
huving gone through the whole of Cicero's eorrespond-
ence with his contemponwries, Atticns included.

* Pruy never publish mine, for it is u sort of post-
humous work that I think seldom does mueh for the
fume of the writer. But Cieero repays the reader by the
history, or rather memoirs, of & period more interesting
than that of Louis XV, and by the churm of his style,
which is always admirable. I am now reading Middle-
ton’s “ Life of Cicero™ for the third time. It has alwiys
entertained and interested, but not edified me, as to the
character of the times, of the Romun people, of Cicero
the hero of the hook, or of any oue of the able but
universally profligate and generally detestable actors in
thut turbulent and calamitons though splendid scene.’

* Calcutta : March 10 1512
‘T um in perfect health, but have been less robust
since my Java excursion than before. . . . My ouly
concern is about the use of my legs. They have been
80 entirely confined to purposes of ornament, having
tonched mothing harder than a carpet or o mat, and
carried their master no further than the length of a
Z
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. verandah, for #0 many years, that I have often serious
doubts and anxieties abont the craigs. If T cannot
enjoy them, wherefore should I live ? and at Prince of
Wales' Island, serambling np to the waterfull, my
gentlemen gave themselves such fine airs that [ have
heen rather uneasy on the subject ever since. How-
ever, | shall hope both in the climate and the exercise
of the craigs, for the recovery of at least some share of
what I have been losing all this time. I have long
been content to walk throngh the remainder of life,
and to leave the old lenping and skipping paces to my
hetters: hut if T eannot follow my own kilted lady to
Topwood or Fatlips I shall stand in need of more
philosophy than any of my books have yet taught
108, s

¢ January 1, 1814, is the day at which my reckonings

end. It cannot probably be that identical day, but
it will be as few over or under as we can contrive.

“ By the deep nine, and then a quarter less five,”
will he sung out at last, and reward our long voyage

with home and perfect happiness. So man proposes;

the out-turn is not our affair; and we have a right
to enjoy hope till the event comes, whatever it
may be.

T have received your letter of April 8 ; and the few
words it eontnins concerning the Farms, the House, and
other subjects of that sort, gave me the assumnee that
you had resumed your ordinary occupations, and that
by the providential and merciful armngements of
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nature, surviving cares and duties and the daily offices
of life would, with the healing influences of time,
soften the shurpness of recent affliction and leave ouly
those tender impressions which are not inconsistent
with the ealm enjoyment of our remaining hlessings,
and with what may be considered the huppiness of our
period of life, in which, without losing our sensibilities
either to good or evil, the edge nt least of the latter
may be less acute than when life and all jts events are
new. . . . I do what I ean to check the pains of fm-
patience; and in that difficult attempt I am much
assisted by the total occupation of my hours and even
moments in this laborions office. But I make no
endeavour to weaken my notions of the happiness
which T trust awnite ns all, snd give full svope to
memory and imagination in painting the joys of home.
1 am sgure they cannot be exaggerated, becanse T am
gure of your love, and of my own, and of the love of
every mother's sou and danghter. I may be vexed u
little by the injustice of the world: but I have made a
true estimate of all that can happen from without, and
the trensure of all I possess within sinks the rest to
eowries, which is infinitely less than bruss farthings,
The one is all sterling, and the other all Birmingham,
and not worth a thonght, much less n care.

On June 10, 1812, the following sentence begins a
letter to his wife: *1 have received from Lond Liver-
pool a full and handsome ncknowledgment of my
services with regard to all the eonquests in which 1

. L3
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have had a share, us well as of the general merit of my
administration in India.’

# Caloatts ; Fobrunry 4-and 9, 1818,

¢ The whole fumily is in perfect health.

“If we ean but take care and keep out of mischief
this last year, und then find you all as perfect as our-
selves, my vows and hopes will be fulfilled. A space
more for you and me to witness and partake in the
happiness around ns, and to make up for the spoils of
time by blessings which we can bestow and receive,
whatever the young may think, to and from each other
as long as we live, but to and from no mortal besides,
will be o weleome winding up of Fortune’s beautiful
gifts. However she has been a good dame, and will
be out of debt to us whenever our books may close.!
My thought and fancy, having a free choice, dwell
only, and that perpetually, on the bright side of the

prospect,

‘By our latest news, Parlisment was prorogued,
and no change of Ministry. lam sorry for the interests,
and indeed honour of the country ; and one cannot see
without some apprehension the ineflicacy of a vote of

! To this paseage Lady Minto replied: I agree with yon that
Dame Fortune has not dealt nnkindly by us. The grand favour of all
she has shown us, is in cur family ; though T do not feel insensible
of her other gifts ; but withont the first the rest wonld have failed
in socuringthe happiness we can now enjoy round s, Hononrs have
heen the result of your lahours, shility, and cherioter; but the dis-
preitions of & family do not always go with inheritance,’
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Parlinment, Parlinment stands between anarchy and
order, and when that defence is removed, either the
Crown or the people must he vanguished. The Crowh
must probably fall in that contest, and after an interval
of blood and misery, either a foreign or domestic des-
potism will be the fruit of the popular trimmph. These
may seam visionary notions, and 1 hope and pretiy well
believe they are. Only one has seen in our own time
these very events run their course, and many & time in
history. Why should we be privileged against the
common laws of cuuse and effect?  The times require
a decent, at least not a depraved and diseradited,
Court ; an able, firm, and wellsupported Government,
not o broken, selfish, and disjointed gentry, leaving
medioerity in  possession of feeble and precarions
Power.

*T have read “Portugal,” by Lord Nugent, and
admire both the versification and the poetry. . . . Yet
in one point 1 could have wished thut a sentiment
generally good, but not suited to the times, and there-
fore not a virtue of the day—I mean, a longing for
pence—had been withheld or expressed with less ear-
nestness. I perceive with great concern, and sometimes
with a little dismay, a tone of whimpering after peace
arising gradually in England, and growing too much
into a fashion. A desire for peace, because we are tired
of war, not because its ohject is attained—which in the
present war is mere seourity against subjugation—is
little better than to call eraven, and submit to all the
eonsequences of defeat. What those are we have omly
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to look round uwpon the craven-callers of Europe to
understand.”’ *

Lord Minto alludes in this letter to n vote of the
Honse of Commons on a motion for un Address to the
Prince Regent praying him to take measures for form-
ing a strong and efficient Administration which was
unexpectedly carried by o majority of 174 t0 170.
The prayer was not granted, and on June 8 Lord
Liverpool assumed the first place in a Government,
which was neither strong nor efficient, though it proved
tongh and Iasting. Parliament was dissolved in the
auntumn, when u good harvest and the glorions vietory of
Salamanea had done much, in spite of exorbitant prices
and scarcity of grain, to counternct the depression de-
scribed in Lady Minto's letters in the early part of 1812,

The first flect of 1813 bronght to India the account
of the general election, when Lord Minto's eldest som
came into Parliament for Roxburghshire. In the ens
suing session (1813) he had the pleasure of recording
his vote in support of the very measure which had
turned ont Lord Grenville's ministry in 1806 ; a Bill
to allow Roman Catholics to hold commissions as field
officers. ©This," wrote Lady Minto, * we must devoutly
hope will prove a first step in a policy of liberality and
Jjustice towards our injured fellow-subjects,’*

! *Ln paix n'est rien,' said Napoleon I, *Co sont les conditions
die la paix qui font toat.'
* Inane of her letters of this mmla]y Minto givesa riimpae
of Teviotdale which seems worth
! Glibert is nt Jedburgh with his troup ; mmmitl out of




M. 8%] RECALL OF LORD MINTO. 343

Lord Minto had intimated to the Directors his wish
to be relieved from the government early in 1814. The
day he had nmned as that of his departure from India
was indeed January 1. In the summer of 1813 he
lesrned thut, six months before, it had been decided to
supersede him in the government of India, and that
the appointment had been bestowed on the Earl of
Moira, to whom the Prince Regent conceived himself
pecalinrly indebted for the assistince rendered by
him while & new ministry was in process of formation
after Mr, Perceval's death. It was stated at the same
time that Lord Moira would resch Indin in October
1813, The Court of Directors reluctantly submitted
to the pressure put upon them by the Bourd of Control
and pecompanied their resolution of recall with another
warmly seknowledging Lord Minto's eminent services.
Nothing eould be more undeserved, more ungracious,
or more disereditable to the puarties coneerned, than
the recall of nu able and uniformly suecessful Governor
General to make room for o personal friend of the
Regent's, The enlmness with which Lord Minto received

hiw B0} men,  This is the day of inspection. We expect our cousin,
8ir Julin Dalrymple, bere, whi s the inspecting Geneml. To the
honoor of the race of Teviotdale, Gilbert snys he never saw =0 fine.
looking a body of men, n very great proportion, five feet ten—fine
handsome fellows.  The breed of mon is ns much changed for e
better of late years as thut of other stock, and we have often observed
among our hosts of masons, earpenters, and labourers in the last
throes years the extreme good louks of the population. The mon bove
got before the women, and are a sharp, cleanly set, though 1 am
happy to see the younger women with clesner, tidier houses than
thaoir grandmothers, and all wre anxions to sdorn their walls with
roses and honeysuckles,"— Augnst 26, 1513,
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the first intelligence of the slight about to be put upen
him may be seen in the following letter to Lady Minto,

*June 25, 1813,

* Your last letter, duted Minto, November 7, bronght
me the first notice of Lord Moir, or of any intention
. to supersede me earlier than the time T had myself
fixed. By the same fleet T had half o page from Lord
Buckinghamshire with the dry fict of Lord Moira's
appointment, and of his having himself proposed an
earldom to Lord Liverpool, who had concurred very
readily, and in « friendly manner. By the second line
from Lord Buckinghnmshire in December T am informed
of the Prince’s assent.

‘I shall not lasunch into the question of Lord
Moira’s appointment to this office before T had re-
signed it. The feelings and opinions of us all upon
this occasion must be very mueh alike. . . . Some eir-
cumestances, however, soften the matter so far as I am
personally concerned.  First, the offer of the earldom,!
a8 well as what everyone knows of the motive, origin,
and progress of the measure, proves that my removal
from this office has no relation whatever to my con-
duct; and the measure is defended by its authors
and imstruments by arguments entirely foreign to the
usual merits of such questions,—that is to say, upon
the several grounds of excessive favour to another man,

' Lord Minto was crested Visoount Melgund and Earl of Minto
on February 24, 1813,
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of political arrangements of office, and of commands
which must be obeyed without hesitation or remon-
strance.  Part of thia is new in England, and the
remainder entirely new regarding the Government of
India, but it does not touch me personally,  The other
softening is a vigorons protest against the measure,
both on the personal and public ground, by some of the
ablest and most respectable members of the Court of
Directors. I might perbaps have felt mortified {thongh
the feeling would have been false, since 1 have done
nothing amiss) if such an affront had heen passed on
me through such a body without dissent, As it is, I
have been well and handsomely defended, and the
mere obedience of the servum peeis to a master onght
not to humiliste me or any other man. Whether it is
pleasant to their own feelings or not is their affair.
It may be from this view of the subject that I cannot
perhaps get myself to be quite angry enough,

fThe consequence of the arrangement might to
many people be uncomfortable. I must remain at
Calentta some months after my successor will have
assumed the government, but 1 econfess this circum-
stance appears to me perfectly indifferent. Lord Moim
is naturally disposed to net handsomely on all ovengiome,
and I shall have no disposition to give him umbrage ;
80 that I think the rising and setting suns may drive
their chariots very peaceably and amicably round the
Caleutta Course,

“e v« It is comical emough that my resignation
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should have wrrived just at the moment they were
tarning me out without lenve. My answers to the
thanks of the two Houses of Purlinment were received
by the Chancellor and the Speaker at the same critical
time when the movers of the thunks were treating me
like a eriminal.

*We have got through the hottest hot season that
anybody ever remembers in India. It has lasted longer
than usnal, and the ruins have come so late that there
Lins been a pretty serious scarcity in the provinees ; and
sume apprehension of it even in‘this fertile quarter ;
for Bengal is the proper granary of Iudis. The
tanks were almost entirely dry, and the little water that
remained was of course putrid and corrupted.  This is
u sericus evil and always oeccasions sickness and mor-
tality, as well as distress to those who escape disease
or death,

*As the time advances, | am sorry to say it seems
more tedious instead of more rapid, as I expected it
would. 1 have opened a new account for November
iustead of January, and am at my old work of counting
days, weeks, and decades, with painful earnestness, I
dare handly let my thoughts loose upon the end of our
wanderings and separation, beeause it makes me down-
right giddy ; and yet I seldom miss a night dresming
of being at home. 1 had been talking of the discom-
furt, of waking out of such dreams, and the next night,
three or four nights ago, 1 had a most lively and
insidious dream of Minto. 1 thought we were all

wulking ou the haugh ; Johu was ane of the party, and
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I said to him in perfect confidence of the reality, and
hy way of triumph in that certainty, * Now, John, if 1
should awake this moment to find myself in India!
That would be a proper job, would it not 2% 1 said
this with u sort of grin of sutisfaction at my positive
knowledge that 1 was in the midst of you on the haugh
at Minto. [ had hardly spoken the words when T did
awike at Barrackpore. However, | shall be revenged
one of these days by dreaming myself in Indis and
woking at Minto,

£ 1 should certainly wish to make the ash! that has
the North Pole over it our trysting tree in preforence
to any elm in Carlton Gardens; and 1 know you will
anly adopt the latter plan in case of neeessity.’

A lstter from o friend ? he highly valued, written
when the decision to supersede him became known,
finds o fit place here,

¢ Edintmryh ¢ Oetober 11, 1819,
*Your Indian administration has been thrown away
upon an sdministration at home imcapable of apprecia-
ting it, and perhaps with u selfish motive of keeping it
buck from the public, Either Muuritius or Batavia
should have made the forfune of a Governor General ;
und this great success without any mixture of bud for-
tune, should at least afford a presumption of merit.
! The old ash tree which stands on the grass opposite to the
entmmnes of the honse at Minto,
# Mr. George Wilson, an English berrister, who resided In

Edinburgli, and anjoyed the friendship of some of the most eminent
men of his day.
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Your peaceful administration of India, affording fewer
materinls for History, as happy times always da, will
probably remain unknown except to n few old elerks at
the Indis House. All this you must bear—with this
congolation only, that it has been the lot of the hest
and wisest men in all ages, and will continue to be the
lot of all those who go somewhat beyond the reach of
the times they live in. There are at Minto a great
quantity of letters and papers, all ready in portfolios, for
you to work upon ; and it is not impossible that, fifty
or o himdred years hence, posterity may understand n
little of these matters, snd begin to do Fou justice.
You are not of those who will say posthumons fame is
of no value. But independent of that, the sons or
grandsons of the present little Gilbert may feel the
effect of it, and people will say, % He comes of a good
stock."”

When the Governor General's reeall was made
known in Caleutta, surprise and indignation were
londly expressed.  As the moment of his departure
drew near, the manifestations of regard, of respect,
and of regret, were geneml and cordinl.  Addresses
poured in from all classes of the community, conched
in the most gratifying terms, Not omly were his hril-
linnt services duly acknowledged, but also the fact,
patent to all, that from the heginning to the end of
his administration he had laboured unremittingly for
the public good, and that he and his family had given
an exymple of domestio life, not only irreproachable in
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its purity, but attructive by its social charm. No other
eircle in Caleutta contained prettier women or abler
men.  Youth, wit, and high spirits defied the lnmguid
atmosphere of Indin; and wherever the Governor
Generml was the centre of the suciety it could not be
otherwise than distingnished for simplicity of manners
and cultivated tastes.! Lord Minto was at his best in
the ease of private society. In Loudon and at Vienna
some of the most brilliant men and women of their
time had shared his friendship and had wet in familiar
intercourse under his roof. The volumes of corre-
spondence preserved at Minito testify to the regard in
which he was held by friends whose signatures would
rejoice the heart of a collectar of autographs; and
who wrote to him with the sort of easy confidence that
can only co-exist with perfect social equality. At Cal-
cutta he was a big man—bigger by hend and shoulders
than any one near him—yet nobody could be more un-
feignedly grateful than he when some aminble person
ignored the circumstance—nor more happy than when,
under the shadow of the buninns of Barrackpore, he
gathered round him those to whom his public capacity
wnos the least of his merits,

In the diary kept by (eneral Maleolm for the
benefit of his wife during his visit to Caleutta in 1808,

! During the last yews of Lord Minto's residesco at faleutta,
Government House was thehome, not only of the family elrele, but
of Calonel Taylor, military secretary, who in 1809 married Miss
Petrie, a lody romarknble for personal and other gifts, and of the

sluters of Mra. Johin Elliot, whose popalarity and agreeabilo qualities
bl e thedr fathers house 5t Madrns & centre of plessant socluty,
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wa find the following entry: *Mre. W hinppened
not to have been introduced to Lord Minto when he
dined here, and, mistaking him for another, she said :
“ o you know the canse of General Maleolm's retum
to Caleutta 7™ “ [ believe I can guess,” was the Lord’s
reply. “ Pray then tell me,” sid the lady. Lord Minto
hesitated till after we were at table, and then said:
“We had better give the General plenty of wine, and
we shall get this secret out of him." The lady, who
had now discovered his mnk, begnn to make apologies,
“ [ assure you, my Lord,” she said, “ I did not know yon,”
“1 am delighted st that eompliment,” he replied ; “not
to be known as Governor Geneml in private sosiety is
my ambition. 1 suppose you thonght T looked too
young, and too much of 4 puppy for that grave old
fellow, Lord Minto, whom you had heand people talking
about.” 1 mention this anecdote s very chameteristic
of that pluyful pleasantry which makes Lord Minto's
soviety so ngreeable to those he associates with.'

In another passage Malcolm says that it had boen
fan equal subject of nstonishment und delight to him to
find & man whose life had been passed in all the bustle
of public affuirs, chi-rluh.il:_tg lowal attachments with all
the enthusinsm of a country gentleman, and resting
his happiness upon the best and truest hasie, natural
ties, and consequently finding in the constantly in-
creasing affection of his family that which ives success
its highest zest, and brings comfort under every reverse
of fortune.'!

' Eaye's Life of Walewlar,
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The sympathy which his strong love of home
excited among his brother exiles of Caloutta was
grwefully displuyed when, at the elose of 1812, the
bachelors of Caloutta gave the Governor Genernl a
ball.  As he entered the door, the opposite end of
the room diselosed a view of Minto House, “the burn,
the green hills all to the life, and on so large a scnle as
to reach from side to side of an immense room.” Mer-
cifully, no prophetic instinet warned him that in the
vision created by friendly regard he was alane to see
the scene he loved o well,
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CHAPTER X1V.

WE have endeavoured in the preceding chapters to re-
produce from Lord Mintos correspondence the most
eventful tmnsactions of his government of Indin. Yet,
that which he would himself have regarded as the most
important branch of his administration, namely, its
internal policy, has besn altogether omitted, To enter
into any details of the financial, judicial, and legislative
mensures which were either exeented or prepared while
he held the direction of public affairs in India, is beyond
the competency of his present editor; but to show from
his correspondence the general prineiples which approved
themselves to his mind in connection with the subjects
above unmed is within the province of this work. It
will be remembered that when Lord Minto went to
Indis the financial affairs of the Company were in a
highly embarrassed condition. Fresh obligntions had
been recently incurred by the extension of their territo-
ries; an empty exchequer and high interest threatened
8 financial crisis ; and the necessary retrenchments of
expenditure consequent on the deficiency of revenue
Liad goue far to provoke s palitical and social catastrophe.
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During the interval between the recall of Lord Wellesley
and the appointment of Lord Minto, anarchy had spread
unchecked in the newly ceded provinees, and a Epirit of
dissatisfaction had crept over the serviess whose emalu-
ments had been subjected to the pruning knife with
more vigour than tact by Sir George Barlow, Lord
Minto, when assuming the reins of government, was
strictly charged to abstain from all political measures
having a tendency to increase the expenditure of the
Company, and to reduce all expenses capable of dimi-
nittion. How, under these instroctions, he dealt with
the vexed questions which he found seething in the ever-
boiling cauldron of Indian politics has heen already
told.  His views concerning the nidvantages to he
derived from further reductions in the genern]  ex-
penditure of the Company, especially in regard to the
emoluments of their servants, may be seen in the
following letter to Mr. Elliot of Wells, who had jn.
formed him of the probability that a Commission, com-
posed of members of both Houses, would be sent ott to
Indin for the purpose of inquiring iuto the condi-
tion of the Company’s finances and of suggesting
retrenchments,

* Beptember 4, 18001
* With regard to the Commission, the two BOTVICEE,
civil and military, have scarcely hud o breathing time
from an operation precisely similar in its object, which
wis executed with a very steady and a very efficient

' To Mr, Klliot of Wells.
A A
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hand by the local Government under the administration
of Sir G. Barlow. It is evident to me that retrench-
ments ean no longer be clussed amongst the material
resources of the Company. The establishments will in
reality not afford it. I do not mean that you may uot
lay your finger upon some isolated case of a eivil
office that may bear a reduction of salury, or some
military staff appointment, or allowance to a military
office, that might be reformed without injury to the
efficivncy of the service.

I have myself constituted, and carried throngh, a
formal inguiry of this nature with regard to the eivil
departments : it has terminated in some few, but in no
degree considernble, reduetions of charge ; amongst which
I may, indeed, reckon the diminution of my own silary
us the principal. The investigntion has nevertheless
led to sowe alterations which, both in point of economy
and regulation may, I hope, conduce to improvenient in
the prosperity both of the Company and the provinces.
But it is demonstrated by the same proceeding that
retrenchment of civil establishments, though not to be
neglected, can ufford no supply adequate to the great
object of meeting the generl exigency of the Company’s
financial situation. It is an unweloome truth, T know,
ot home; bot T am much nelined to belisve that
the general scale of legitimate emolument is perhaps
already lower than is entirely consistent with Justice
to the Company’s servants, and with sound policy, even
finuticial, but especially with those genemal prineiples of
Government ou which the seeurity and prosperity of
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States are founded. The loose principles which formerly
prevailed amongst the Company’s servants, and the
fashion, if I may so term it, of eorruption which now
forms the reproach of what is culled the old achoul,
deserved, however, a little more indulgence perhaps
than, as one of its sworn enemies and persecutors, I was
disposed to show it. Peculation and abuse were not
merely toleruted; they were in a munner established
and authorised by the parsimony of the Company in the
regular remuneration of its servants. The Company,
perhups, in those older times pursued that impolitic
policy upon u principle which would deserve less in-
dulgence than the practics of its servants; I mean that
of participation, or something like poundage, in
abuse and even oppression; for the charge of ndequate
sularies is saved by the toleration of irregular emolument.
If these supplementary profits had continued to be
furnished only from the extortions and oppressions
practised on the Prinees and people of India, and
had not at length—through the disonder of provinces
become our own—touched the direct interests of the
Compuny herself, we are not positively entitled say
that the abuses of the old Indiam administration would
have roused the vigilance of Parlinment so effect ually
or 5o early, and that the only mdical, as it is the only
rational, remedy for abuse would have been applied.
The provision of legal and authorised emoluments, cor-
responding with the just and fuir expectations of the
Compuny's servauts, completely changed the fashion ;
and ut this day 1 have great satisfaction in saying that

Aald
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a more pure and highly honourhle administration does
not exist than that of the E. I. Company in Indin; by
administration, T mean the service at large,

iNow | speak from a firm convietion, founded om
personnl observation nnd knowledge, when I say that
any #cheme of general retrenchinent, which should
reduce the seale of authorised and avowed emoloment
materially below its present standard, would have the
effect of countenancing abusive profits.

¢ There is another consideration, which recent events
have rendered too prominent to be overlooked—1I mean
the effect on the public temper in Tndin —that is to say,
on the temper of the British public in India, Hkely to
he produced hy frequent and teasing remewnls of odious
and alarming investigations which seem to leave no
man i year's security in the most moderate rewnrd of
lnbour., The diminution of salary iz not in this country
a mern loss of money, but it retards the nnumnpﬁﬂhmunt
of that wish which is at the bottom of every heart, a
retumn to England ; and in many cases it extingnishes
even hope upon that subject. . . . Anything like de-
spondency or loss of energy in the temper of the service
would cause an abatement of public zeal and publie
ngefulness, which would seriously damage the interests
of the Company, if no worse evils were to ensue.

¢ With regard to military retrenchments, anything
short of reduction of the establishment itself will pro-
duce no essential relief to the finances of the Company 3
and the excited, well-nigh disaffected, state of feeling
existing in large portions of the army tend to make the
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operation of such a Commission as that proposed of very
doubtful result.

*Great injustice would be done to me if it were
supposed that backwandness to incur personal odium in
the performance of a duty has uny influence whatever
on my opinions. It iz not the dissffection of the
provinces pver which 1 preside (o my person that would
deter or for o moment obstruct me in carrying through
o wise and beneficial reform ; it is disaffection to the
Company and to the Government it=elf that L apprehend,
and it is that apprehension that appears to me strongly
to dissunde from the undertaking.  These sentiments are
not in sny degree inconsistent with a vigilant superin-
tendence of the public expenditure, with the suppression
of all abuse and embezlement, or even with purtial aud
oecasional reductions of charge in which the interests
and feelings of individuals shall not be too harshly
neglected,  In this course 1 am proceeding, not without
sensible benefit to the country, and without any sen-
sible opposition from the public or individuals. But
my views have always beem more directed, because
directed with better hope, to an improvement of the
resources of the country and an angmentation of the
Company's revenue ; and I do flatter myself that, by the
aid and advice of the ablest men I have ever met with,
intimately acquainted with all the affairs of this country
and well versed in political science, much has been
effected, and more, which requires & little time to mature
its fruits, is m prospect.

*A solid and substantinl neeession of resources to
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(Grovernment will arise, conpled with material improve-
ment in the comfort and condition of the people. In
effect the present state of our finances is so much more
favourable than was expected by the most sanguine
when I left England, that we may wait without im-
petience for the benefit which rests on the fudr founda-
tion of genernl and permanent principles. Instead of
annual deficits of three millions, which naturally alarmed
Grovernment when the Commission was proposed as a
strong expedient in an urgent case, we have in this
very year of account to show a surplus of one million.!
Therefore I say with the best physicians, * Hands off]
let Nature work."”

*I cannot close this subject without saying that T
have never conceived the Commission to have been pro-
posed in any quarter in an unfriendly spirit to me.
The apparent distress in the Company’s affairs, and
the necessity of guing to Parliament for relief, might
naturnlly suggest some extrnordinary measure to mest
the exigency; and I am eatisfied that it was not a
diminution of the authority of the Indian Government,
but u relief from responsibility and an accession of
strength, that was truly and sincerely proposed.’

The close connection between the temper of the
ruling class, and the charmcter of their role, is briefly

' ¢ During the three concluding years of Lord Minto's sdminds-
tration the sapplies remitted from Indin excesded the valoe of the
Company’s investments to the extent of nearly 10 millions sterling.
mﬂﬂmmtmmmﬂlhnﬂ,imﬂ]im-mmhﬂhﬂ.#ﬁﬂh

in the history of the commerce of Indis'—
Wﬂlﬂ‘lﬂiﬁqfﬁﬂﬁlluﬂqw}.ﬂi
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touched npon in this letter; it finds place, however, in
many others, Writing to Lord Grenville on the sub-
Jeet of the Company's affairs, he said:—*1 subscribe
heartily to the advantage of u geneml and comprehen-
sive view of that subject in preference to partinl and
individunl reforms,

“To keep up establishments, or to pay them on a
seale for which our funds are insufficient, is impossible
on o permanent. system. On the other hand, T donbt
whether reduetions of emoluments enn ever furnish a
very considerable result ; for if pushed too far it extin-
guishes exertion and evergy and creates geneml dis-
content and innetion. It produces also the danger of
abusive and irregulnr profits, which is the greatest evil
of all!

And again to the same correspondent, writing with
reference to the salary of a high legal funetionary, the
Recorder of Prince of Wales” Teland, he says:—*It is
of great moment to send a capable and respectable man
to administer civil and criminal justice where he will
be the only lnwyer in the country ; and such a man is
entitled to live without penury and snxiety, He is
not placed there as a step in his career; but must
limit his views to the enjoyment of his office in a dis-
tant and seeluded country while he holds ity and to o
very moderate retreat ot the close of his lahours and
exile,’

The pecnlinr conditions in which the British rule
in India exists were ever present to his mind when the
interests of the State or of individnals were under con-
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sideration. A few thonsands of men were called upon
to govern millions; between the few and the many
there were no sympathies of race or of religion, no
similarity in eivilisation, none of the links which bind
men together. Exiles from their native country, often
from their families, when time and distance weore
evils of o magmitude which we can hardly nppreciute,
the dearest hope of Anglo-Indisns was the schieve-
ment of such an independence as would permit them to
escape from the land where the best years of their mau-
hood had to be spent; yet the fate of India depended
on the faithfulness of sueh wen to the functions of
government. To their energy and integrity Fugland
looked for safety, and India for justice. ¢ Destroy or
even retard their hopes, and you sap their energy, and
tempt their probity, and by so doing you weaken the
governing power of your empire,’

In the same spirit he wrote on the general ques-
tion of the suitability of o Commission to effect mes-
sures of retrenchment.

*All schemes of sound economy must be combined
with other points of public policy. If simple retrench-
ment is ordered, without regard to other principles of
government, either the economical result will itself
be fallacious, and the worst us well as greatest of
all prodigalities will be the real consequence, by the
substitution of abuse in the room of avowed remuneri-
tion for service; or, if the economy should prove real,
the State itself, for the benefit of which that BOOTLCITLY
is sought, will suffer more essentially, perhaps vitally,
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in its higher interests, by the inefficiency of all the
brauches of the public service. . . . Retrenchment is
the specific ohject of the appointwent of o Commission.
It is in that branch that the public looks for the proofs
of their exertion: and the nccomplishment of those
expectations is to he their title to public notice and
approbation on their return to Europe.  They are not
sent out to govern Indis. The permanent interests
of that eountry are not committed to them, althongh
these objects may be recommended to their collatersl
regard. In this respect, therefore, I cannot help think-
ing & Commission of retrenchient is, by its very con-
stitution, subject to the objection of separating those
objects of public policy which ought to be combined,
and of throwing an extraordinury share of the publie
suthority and energy into o single brneh of the prib-
lic comeerns, in a monner which is distinet from, und is
on that aceount prejudicial to, the general interests of
the State. Tt ix in this view that I still consider the
established government of Indin as the most convenient
— I might say, as the only convenient—instrument of
such economical reforms as the present conjuncture of
the Company’s coneerns may require.

‘I hope that n remedy for the disorder in our
finunces may be sought, in part at least, from an ang-
mentation of resources as well as from diminution of
charges. Tam persuaded much may be done by un
eoomomnical administration, by aveiding unnecessary
expenses, and by combating abuse, fraud, and extrava-
gance in the public expenditire,’
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One gource to which Lord Minto losked for an
“ angmentation of resources,’ was the gradual extension
of free trade, in the place of the existing system of
exclugion and monopaly.

In a private letter to the Hon. R. Dundag, Decem-
ber 1808, he wrote:  * The great question between the
Company's monopoly and the private trade is too exten-
sive and complieated for a letter. I shall only say that
the circumstances on which the necessity for menopaly
for the toade of Indin was originally founded, have
passed away ; and o state of the world, as well as a
change in the eondition of the Enstern world itself,
has arrived which, so far from I‘l_‘l_'iu_il'i]!_g ﬂj:mL‘IP-I'Il:I,." will
I suspect, be found no longer compatible with that
gystem.  Sodden and mdienl changes in great institu-
tions are however, seldom, perhnps never, free from
dunger and evil. My mind certainly leans to the
system which appears to be in agitation—numely, that
of relaxation in the present monopoly, rather than to
its total or Immediate abolition,

“Of this I will venture to assure you, looking to
the Indian side of the question only, that every exten-
gion that can be given to the freedom of trade will
operate most powerfully and sensibly to the instant
improvement of the wealth and prosperity of Indis. T
am strongly inclined to the opinion that the Enst Indin
Compuny itself will find more advantage in the pros
perity of its territories than in the profits of its exclu-
sive trade ; and is in reality more interested as a Stock
Company in the former than in the kfter. As Sove-
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reigns of an Empire the question will admit of no
doubt, and the duties urising from that relation may be
thought emtitled to their share in its decision,’!

‘T should conceive that if the import and export
trade is thrown open to the extent mentioned in the
Articles 3rd, 4th, and Tth, of your letter, s liberty to
individual traders to employ Enropean factors, of their
own appointing, in the interior of the provinees will
become necessary.  This will inerease the number of
Europeans resident in the provinees, nnd it will be im-
possible to proteet the native people from oppression
if Europenns residing in the provinees continue to be
amenable only to the Supreme Court in Caloutts, and
exempt from the loeal control of the Company’s Courts.
This inconvenience is already felt most sensibly.®

* Redress is in reality entively refused if it must be
sought by poor men from a foreign eonrt at a great
distance. The proper remedy will in my apprehension

! The exclusive monopaly by the Company of the Indin irade
was abolished on the renowal of the East Indis Charter [n 18513,
The exclusive trade to Ohina was confirmed to thom,

® The system of judiesture referred to wos that Instituted by
Lord Carnownllis, of which the chief fenture was the establishment of
a mamber of conrts throughout the British territory—one in the
chief city of avery distriot—aover which presided o jodge with one
af two assistanis chosyn from the Company’s servants,  ifach coort
was provided with o native to expoand the Hindoo or Mahommedan
law. All deseriptions of persons, British subjects alone excepted, wore
amenable bo these tribunals.  From their decisions there were two
atages of appead ; the first to the provineinl eourts, of which there
ware four ; the lnst and highest Conrt of Appen] was the Sudder
Dowanes Adawlst, composed of the chief members of Government
nasisted by natives. British suhjects wers amenable only to the
Saprems Court st Calentta,
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be to subject Europeans at o certain distunce from
Calenttn to the jurisdiction of the Company's Courts;
with such limitations as may be thought necessary.
But T must take the liberty of ecautioning yon
anxiously against any proposition (and such will
certainly be made) for extending the administration
of Eoglish law to the provinees; and consequently
sendling English lawyers and attorneys among the
people of Indin. [ would also caution you sguinst auy
admixture of the two judicatures, by giving appeals
from the Company’s courts to the Supreme Conrt, or
by placing a judge or the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court in the Sodder Dewnnee Adawlet, which is the
Court of Appeal from all the Company’s tribunals.
Our judicial system is not without defects, It is yet
in an early stage, but 1 am persusded it will mature
itself into a good, rationaly and for this country whole-
some and convenient system of law, with & pure
and efficient administration of justice, provided it be
not perplexed by an alliance with a foreign code, and
borne down by the superior authority of English and
professional lawyers,”

The great burden on the finances of the Company
wis the size of their army. 5 On all sides I am assured,’
wrote Lord Minto, © that this great expense is a neces-
sary one.’ Surrounded by rival ambitions, by popula-
tions indifferent when not hostile, the ascendancy of
Givreat Britain could only be maintained by indispu-
table military supremacy.

A discussion having arisen, in conneection with this

— e e
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question, between the Court of Directors and the
Indinn  Government, regarding the policy of endeav-
ouring to restore the balunce of power among the
States of Indin, which it was assumed had been de-
stroyed hy the territorinl scquisitions of the Company,
Lord Minto observed in n secret despateh, that, *us an
ahstract proposition, all opinions will agree that a
halance of the power of Btates, united in political or
commercial intercourse, affords the hbest, if not the
only security which human ingenuity ean devise
agminst the projects of smbition or the ruinons effects
of reciproonl enmity. But a balance of power, to be
efficient, must he formed on principles of convention
euch ne those under which it subsisted on the Conti-
nent of Europe before the French Revolution.

“ It must arise out of o consentaneous submission to
a system of pohlie law, and n recognition of reciprocal
rights as they respect the severnl States individually,
and of reciprocal duties as they relate to the imposition
of restraints on their own ambition, or on the ambition
of their neighhours. 1t must be founded at lenst on o
declared renunciation of views of conguest, as a prin-
eiple of government ; and it mnst opernte by the appre-
hended, and, ns the occasion may require, the petuul
associgtion of several States to resist the endeavours
which any one State may employ to aggrndise its
power at the expense of another. At no periud of the
history of Indin do we recognise the existence of uny
such system of federation or balanee of the power of
States ; nor indeed is it compatible with the churactir,
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principles, or constitution of the States which have
been estublished on the Continent of Indin. With
therm, wir, mpine, and conguest constitute an avowed
und legitimate pursuit, and the chief source of publio
glory, sanctioned and even recommended by the ondi-
nances of religion, and prosecuted without the sem-
blunce or pretext of justice, with o savage disregard of
every obligntion of humanity and public faith, and
restrained alone by the power of resistance. Under
the successful impulse of these principles the vast
empire of the Mahommedans was established over more
thaun the Continent of India.

£0n its ruins nvose the power of the Mahratta States,
which subsequently branched out into a confederation
of chiefs, professedly divected to objects of conquest
and universal exaction, the fruits of which, by regular
convention, were to be divided in specific proportions.
The same views and principles unimoted and extended
the usurpations of Hyder Ali and his successor. The
checks which the Mahmttas und the rulers of Mysore
ocengionally received from the power of the Nisam, and
from different cotobinstions smong these three States,
were the result, not of a predetermined fedemtion and
balunee of power, but of the prevalence of o system of
conquest, violence, and usurpation. The efforts of the
conteniling parties were directed, not to the just limita-
tion, but to the subversion of each other's power, and
the aggrandisement of their own; and it is unnecessury
to refer to the testimony of specific facts, with a view
to demonstrate the self-evident proposition, that the
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permanent existence of a balance of power is incompa-
tible with reciprocal views of conquest and wmbition,

*We shall not adduce, in proof of the existence of
thut spirit of instiable conquest which we have
aseribed to the uative States withont distinetion, the
various efforts which they have employsd to subvert
the British Government in India, since the period of
its establishment. The existence of it, as the sctus-
ting principle of every Indian Power, requires no de-
inonstration ; and we found upon it this undeninble
conclusion—that no extent of concession or territorial
restitution on our part would have the effect of estab-
lishing any real or effectual balance of power in India,
or forbearance on the part of other States when the
means of aggrandisement should be placed in their
hands.  Your Honourable Committee has indeed justly
remarked, in your letter of October 30, 1805, “that to
receds is often more hanzardous than to advance ;" add-
ing “that this observation is peculinrly applicable to
India, where there is little probability that concession
would be attributed by the nutive Powers to any other
matives than weskness und fear,” To enter more
aumply into this disoussion wonld require a laborions
review of events during u long course of years ., . .
the necessity of which is superseded by the conviction
which we entertain, that no argument can be requisite
to demonstrate how vain would be the expectation of
augmenting our security by diminishing our power and
political ascendancy on the Continent of Asin.'

1t is perhaps scarcely sufficiently rememberad that,
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in conntries where a low state of civilisation exists,
military discipling is generally found to be the first
and most efficient school to teach the rudiments of
social order.

A curions instanee of this fact i= given in a passage
of a journal written hy (‘olonel Taylor, nide-de-camp to
Lord Minto, while sccompanying the Commander-in-
chief on a visit to the Upper Provinees, After de-
seribing a visit to the mins of Shah Soojab’s palace
on the Ganges, he goes on to describe a mosque some
miles further on. “We found it swrrounded with
Jjungles; in it a very picturesque and savage-looking
group had taken possession of the ruins; about twenty
hill-men were just taking their breakfast of venison
stenks on plantain lenves 3 half of the deer, not skinned,
lay among them ; some were repuiring thelr arrows ;

ench had a large bumboo bow leaning agminst the wall,

and quantities of arrows of different kinds were by
them. The next duy we inspected the hill rangers, a
corps of about 300 men, formed entirely from the in-
habitants of the hills. It is curious to see men who
were, before enlisting, such 15 we saw in the Jumna
Mesjid, or mosque near Rajemahl, with their clothes,
arms, and sceoutrements in high order, and going
through their maneuvres hy the word of commund in
English with more stewdiness than is always to be met
with in an English regiment; though I observe the
native corps are generally slower in their movements.'!

! The disciptine of the Sepoys was shown in o remarknblo degree:

during s grest riot at Pensres in 15060,

i
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Lord Minto’s expectations as to the development
of a *wholesome and convenient system of law,” from
the basis of the scheme instituted by Lord Cornwallis,
do not appear to have been realised, In the year
following that in which this letter wis written, he hud
accasion, us we have seen, to deplore the lawless con-
dition of districts at no considerable distanes from
Caleutts, and to trace them in part to the ignorance
of Euaropean magistrutes, and the corruption of the
native police,

Various measures for the improvement of the
administration of justice were under consideration at
varions periods of his tennre of office ; but he himself
appears to have rested his best hopes of attaining a
more efficient system upon a previous ameliomtion in
the relations of the twa races, nnd npon the grudual
instruction of the native population in those elemen-
tary principles of truth and honesty without which
there can be neither law nor Jjustice,

The mutual ignormnee of eyeh other's motives, in-
tentions, and actions, in which Europeans and natives
seemed content to live, had forcibly struck Lond Minto
during his short residence at Madras in 1807, *1 do
not believe that either Lord William ( Bentinck) or Sir
John Cradock had the slightest iden of the aversion
their measures wonld excite, [ fully believe that their
intentions were totully misapprehended by the natives.’
His subsequent letters show his conviection that the
chief impediment to the improvement of the native
mce, and the chief disadvantage under which their

B
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Enrupnnrnlmlnboumd, was to be found in their
reciproeal ignorance of each other’s langusge and
modes of thought. Ome of the first objects of
Government, he said, shonld be to assist them to
understand each other.

Ina despateh to the Home Government, written
soon after his wrrival in India, the following passage
oceirs i—* Some unnecessary mortifications experienced
at present hy the native offiver might, 1 think, be re-
movesd with great propriety and advantage; and a very
material and essential improvement would result from
every enconragement that could be given to a closer
intercourse between European officers and the Sepoys
they eommand. To this very important object. the
attention of Government is now directed, and much
benefit may be expected from the means of instruetion
in the native language which are now furnished to the
younger hranches of the service. It must be the cure
of Government to ineuleate thronghout the army that
an intimate noquaintance and intercourse with the
native soldier will constitute one of the strongest titles
to the favour of their superiors, and advancement in
their profession.’

In » similar spirit Lord Minto addressed himself to
the students of the College of Fort Willinm, remind-
ing them that they were about to be employed in the
administration of a great country, in which it would
not be much beyond the truth to sy that the English
ianguage was not known; that they would have to
deal with multitndes who could only communicate with

i B~ S5
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them in some one or other of the languages taught at
the College of Fort William ; that ignorunce of the
languages of Indin ereated almost unavoidable and
almost unlimited dependence on the native and sub-
ordinate officers. ¢ How much prejudice to the inter-
ests of the Company, how much vexntion, extortion, and
eruelty towands our native subjects, how much indi-
vidual shame and ruin have resulted from this cause, u
very short aequaintance with the affairs of Indin will
too clearly show." He could not therefore declare too
explicitly his determination to give the preference in
the selection of gentlemen for public trust and employ-
ment to these who should have established a reputation
for conduet, diligence, and talents during their studies
at the College of Fort Willinm,

The College of Fort William was, as is well known,
founded by Lord Wellesley, The parsimony of the
Directors led to several important restrictions of its
originul functions before Lord Minto went to India, He,
however, lent it the full aid of his support, recognising
in it the twofold object of prometing knowledge among
the Anglo-Indian public servants and the restorstion
of Oriental literature to its due position among  the
scientific studies. A number of important and learned
worke on. the science of language and of jurisprudence
were published by the College in the years 1808, 1809,
aud 1B10; as also others of & more literary chumcter,
reproducing the most important and esteemed prodic-
tions of Hindoo, Persion, and Arabiun poets und writers,
A printing press, established by learned Hindoos, for

ami
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the printing of books in the Sanserit language, was
munificently aided by Lord Minto, and was encouraged
by the College to undertake an edition of the best
Sanserit dictionaries, and a eompilation of the Sanserit
rules of grammar.

His first nddress in the chamoter of Visitor to the
College, in 1808, contains a passage which, emanating
from the lips of the man who was shortly to open nego-
tintions with the ruler of Afghanistan, and who later
on enrolled an important portion of the Malsyan rmee
among the subjects of the Company, possibly contained
more menning than met the ear.

There were two Ianguages which, though included
in the comprehensive scheme of Oriental study
embraced by the College of Fort Willinm at an earlier
period of the institution, were not provided forin the
modified plan of instruction to which the College was
now restricted—the Malay, and the Afghan or Pushtoo.

«Yel," said Lord Minto, * T cannot think either of
those T have mentioned entirely devoid of interest ; in
the first place ns branches of the general and liberal
pursnit of Eastern learning which we profess; and in
the next place ns bearing either o present and imme-
diate, or in the many chances of human vicissitude, o
prospective, and perhaps not remote, affinity to our
affiirs.” Some steps had been alrendy taken in the
direction indicated, by the joint labours of a learned
native of Peshawur and of n British Orientalist, of
which a voeabulary, dictionary, and essay on Afghan
grammar were the result.
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We have seen it stated, with what trath we know
not, that at the present time fewer of our officers nre
acquainted with the Pushtoo dialect than might be
desired, and *enlightened foreigners ' have commented
on the insufficient knowledge of Oriental tongues ob-
servable nmong British agents in the East.

Not one of his public duties, said Lord Minto in his
last annunl address to the College of Fort William, had
excited in his mind a more cordisl concern and more
lively interest than those appertaining to the office of
Visitor of the College.

And, perhups, 0o mare intellectual trest was to be
obtained st Caleutta than was offered by the discourse
of Lord Minto on the ocension of the annual distribu-
tion of honorary degrees, of prizes, and medals to the
successful students of the College. Muny went to
hear him who had no other attraction than the plea-
sure of listening to a thoughtful address, expressed
in language worthy of the thought. It is probuble
that mone of his public appearances were so well adapted
to disclose the natural bins of his tastes as this; in
which the pursuit of literature in all its branches was
his theme, while the almost paternal tenderness with
which he sympathised in the hopes and efiurts of the
young guve st times a touching as well as impressive
charncter to his exhortations,

It is plessant to learn, on the authority of the
eminent historian of British India, that Lord Minto's
enrnest efforts to bring into full operution the benefits
intended by the illustrious founder of the College were
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crowned with eminent sneeess, ¢ The junior members
of the service were animated to honourable exertions,
which formed the foundation of their future distinetion
their seniors were induced to apply their knowledge
and sequirements to the instruction of their younger
hrethren ; and a number of natives of talent, exercising
over their countrymen the combined inflnence of learn-
ing and religion, who were engnged in the service of
the (College, derived from their employment some ecom-
pensation for that negleet to which the decay and ex-
tinction of native patrons of rank had subjected them,
and learned to identify their interests with those of a
foreign and intrusive race. To them and to their
European associates were due a variety of useful works,
tending to make the Oriental stndent familiar with
the laws and institutions, the religion and chameter of
the people. Every attempt so directed was encouraged
and aided by Lord Minto.’

Some years’ experience of the beneficial results
already nttained from the prosecution of Oriental studies
at the College of Fort William, und through the medinm
of the learned works produced by the Serampore Press,
indueed Lord Minto to consider the propriety of in-
stituting colleges for the two great races—the Hindoo
and Mahommedan—forming the immense majority of
the population over which we were called to rule. Both
were mces boasting histories of great renown; visible
monuments of their public spirit were scattered over
the land— monuments of exquisite art and refined taste.
Tn Banserit literature lie imbedded some of the earliest

-
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and some of the highest theological conceptions to wlich
the uninspired mind has attained ; and with Hindoo
and Muossnlman—as with all men—* the natural law ' of
which Bt. Paul speaks, was capable of development under
mornl culture, whatever the figments of thieir faith.

Therefore it seemed to Lond Minto that to give a
higher education on general subjects of lenrning through
the channels by which alone they conld receive it, was
an objeet worthy of the State, and shortly before he
went to Java in 1811 he wrote a minute from which
the following pussages are extracted.

¢ Fort William: Murch 4, 1811.!

STt is o common remnrk that seience and ltermtnre
are in & progressive state of deeay among the natives
of Indin. From every enguiry which I have been en-
abled to make on this interesting subject, that remark
appears to me but too well fonnded. The number of
the learned is mot only diminished, but the ecirele of
learning, even among those who still devote themselves
to it, appears to be considermbly contrueted. The
abstruct sciences are sbandoned, polite literature neg-
lected, and no beanch of learning cultivated but what
is conneoted with the peculinr religions doctrines of the
people. The immediate consequence of this state of
things is the disuse, and even actunl loss, of many
valuable books; and it is to be apprehended that, un-
less Government interposes with a fostering hand, the

! Minute by the Governor General
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revival of letters may become hopeless, from n want of
books, or of persons eapable of explaining them.

*The principal canse of the present neglected state
of litemture in Indis is to be tmeed to the want of that
encouragement which was formerly afforded to it by
princes, chieftains, and opulent individuals under the
nitive governments, Such encourigement must always
Operate as a strong incentive to study and literary
exertions, but especially in India, where the lenrned
professions have little if any other support.

*The justness of these observations might be iTlus-
trated by a detailed consideration of the former and
present state of science and literature at the three
principal seats of Hindoo learning, viz. Benares, Tirhoot,
and Nuddea. Such a review wonld bring hefore ns the
liberal patronage which was formerly bestowed, not
ouly by princes and others in power and anthority, but
also by the zemindars, on persons who had distin-
guished themselves by the successful cultivation of
letters at those places. It would equally bring to our
view the present neglected state of lenrning at those
once celebrated places; and we should have to remark
with regret, that the cultivation of letters was now
confined to the few surviving persons who had been
patronised by the native princes and others, under the
former governments, or to such of the immedinte de-
scendants of those persons as had imbibed a love of
seience from their parents,

“It is seriously to be lamented that s nstion partici-
larly distinguished for its love and snecessful cultivation
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of letters in other parts of the empire, should have
fuiled to extend its fostering care to the litersture of the
Hindoos, and to aid in opening to the learned in Europe
the repositories of that literature.

“It is not, however, the credit wlone of the nutional
chameter which is affected by the present neglected
state of learning in the East. The ignorance of the
natives in the different classes of society, arising from
the want of proper education, is generally scknowledged.
This defect not only excludes them as individuals from
the enjoyment of all those comforts snd benefits which
the cultivation of letters is naturally calealuted to afford,
but, operating as it does throughout almost the whole
muss of the population, tends materinlly to obstrnet the
measures adopted for their better government,

* Little doubt can be entertained that the prevalence
of the crimes of perjury and forgery, so frequently
noticed in the official reports, s in u great mensure
ascribable both in the Muohommedans and Hindoos, to
the want of due instruction in the morl and religions
tenets of their respective faiths. It has even been
suggested, and apparently not without foundation, that
to this uncnltivated state of mind of the natives is in
a great degree to be ascribed the prevalence of those
crimes which were recently so great a scourge to the
country.

“The lutter offences against the pesce and happiness
of society have indeed, for the present, been miaterially
checked by the vigilanee and energy of the police; but
it is probubly ouly by the more general diffusion of
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knowledge among the grieat body of the people that the
seeds of these evils can be effectually destroyed.

¢ Bufficient, I presume, hos been already sadd to
show the fitness of inenrring some additional expense
with a view to the restoration of learning in the
extensive provinees subject to the immediate govern-
ment of this Presidency.’

The minute indicates certain reforms which were
required to adapt the existing college at Benares (for
which a liberml sum was allowed hy Government) to
the prevailing opinions and habits of the natives, and
to correct the abuses which had erept into it; it them
proceeds to recommend that two other Hindoo colleges
at Nuddea nnd at Bhour should be constituted; and
ends thus:' *It will be observed that in the foregoing
remarks I have confined myself almost exclisively to
the plan necessary to he adopted for the restorntion of
Hindoo science and literature, , . . With the difference
ouly in the populstion of Hindoos and Mahommedans,
all the arguments which have been above stated in
support of the armangements proposed to be adopted
for the propagation of knowledge among the former
would equally apply to similar institutions for the
benefit of the Mahommedans. A sentiment, however,
of deference for the Homonmble Court of Directors re-
strains me from recommending any extension of the
plan until their orders shall have been received on the
subject generally of this minnte, 1 deem it therefore
sufficient to add on the present occasion that Mahom-
medan colleges might be beneficially established at
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Bhangulpore, Jusnpore ( where Persinn and Arabic litera-
ture formerly flonrished ), and at some place in the ceded
and eonguered provinees; and that it might be advisable
to reform the Madrissa, or Mahommedan eollegiate in-
stitution, at Calentta, on the principles recommended
with respect to the Hindoo colleges. The sttention of
the Honourable Court will be of course drawn to this
interesting subject in the next despatch from the
Revenue Department.’!

We cunnot terminate this chapter more effectively
than by a few extmets from an Address presented to
Lord Minto on his departure from India by the British
residents at Caloutta.

*The arduous and sacred trust of administering this
great government devolved mpon your Lordship soom
after the termination of wars, which had far extended
the limits of the Empire, and had raized to the highest
piteh the reputation of the British councils, together
with the fame of the British mrms; but the mighty
efforts necessary to ensure those splendid results could
not be supported without proportionate sacrifices,  To
repair, therefore, the evils inseparable from the most

' This minnute is quoted in nnartisle on the * Early or exclasively
Oriental period of Government Edneation in Bengnl,” in the Celewtta
Reviewe, vol. 1ii. 1845, and I8 uehered In with the remark that ¢ The
Earl of Minto, having suceeedad to his heart's content in ernshing
the efforts of Ohristinn ovangelists, next directed his attention to the
heathenish institutions which owed their origin and sapport to
the munificence of some of his predecessors. These he resolved

not only to perpetuabe but to render still more efficient. And not

anly so, but his purposs wos consentaneously formod to add to their
number at the exponse of the Stata, . . . This dosument of great

historieal importance is little known,'
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fortunate warfare, to reeruit and husband our resources,
to consolidate our recent conquests, to introduce among
our new subjects the inestimable blessings of security,
of order, and of justice, were among: the first objects
which called forth the exercise of your Lordship's
wisdom and talents.

‘The consummate prudence and complete success
of the measures directed to the accomplishment of
these momentous objects are attested by the Hourish-
ing condition of every branch of the public revenue ;
by the state of tranquillity in which these Provinces
have been maintained, and by the inereasing opulence
and prosperity which, notwithstanding the privation
of foreign commerce, they unequivoenlly manifest,

* At the period of your Lordship's arrival in India,
the undisguised and ambitious projects of our in-
veterate enemy in Persia, in Turkey, and in every
quarter of the Enst to which his agents and emissaries
found menns of access, threatened to interrupt the
tranquillity and security of these dominions, , . . The
vigilant exertions and comprehensive armngements of
that period of your Lordship’s sdministrmtion were
commensurite with the exigency of the times, and
were eminently ealeulated to eecure those external and
internal combinations of policy and power which in the
senson of approaching peril constitute the most efficient
means of national defence.

*We have witnessed the successful exertion of
promptitude, energy, and foresight in restoring tran-
quillity to n vast portion of the Empire ; in repelling
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the aggression of foreign enemies; in maintaining the
efficiency of our political relations, in vindicating the
rights and dignity of the British Government, and in
supporting the reputation of its faith and the vigour of
its arms,

“These brilliant resulta of foresight and of energy
formed a happy presage of the triumphant expeditions
in which the zeal, discipline, and valour of our armies,
under the guidance of your Lordship’s councils, ne-
complished the subjugation of the Islands of Bourbon
awd Manriting, and achieved the still greater conquest
of the Dutch possessions in the East.

* We eannot forego the gmtification of bearing our
testimony to the wisdom and humanity which extended
to the conquered the blessings of British protection
and of British laws, and saved an ancient and populous
colony from that devastation to which a less generous
policy might have doomed it.'



382 " LORD MINTO IN INDIA. [1814

CHAPTER XYV,

Lomn Mixto returned to England as he had left ity on
board a frigate commanded by his son, Captain George
Elliot ; but on this occasion sccompanied by his younger
son John, and the wives and infants of both brothers.
All the family bad assembled in London to receive him,
with the exception of his wife and youngest daughter
and daughiter-in-law, These awaited him at Minto.

If the letters of 1812 guve us a glimpse of the
gloomiest period of England’s long struggle with the
despotism that had enchained the Continent of Europe,
those of 1814 mark the high tide of her triumph. London
overflowed with Emperors, Kings, and field-marshals.

These were the heroes of the Harvest-Home, but
the sheaves had been gathered by the nations in arms
—-from the Tyrolese Alps to the runparts of Saragossa ;

From Moscow, self-dovoted in n hlaze
Of drendiul slanghter,
to the heights where German armies paused in their
headlong course to gaze upon and hail the free ¢ exult-
ing ' Rhine.
And in English hearts was the proud consciousness,
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to which n great Whig statesman ! has given expression,
that *the constancy, courage, and perseverunce of the
Hritish people, animating the prostrate nations of the
Continent, had at length achieved a triumph over the
maost, formidable combination of military genius, war-
like population, conquering armies, and political talent,
which ever threatened the independence of our eountry.’

*Is it mot quite glorious to have lived to see this
holidany—this festival for all the nations under hesven 7
wrote the calm Lord Webb Seymour;? ‘yet it is
bumiliating to think that the bar to all this happi-
ness—the bar we huve removed—was the pscendaney
of one baveful mind* This is u sad check to those
splendid contemplations which Mr. Stewart and other
philosophers would encournge, respecting the influence
of general causes upon the progressive improvement of
the hunin race.  Mr. Playfair will go to Paris if he
finds Lord J. Russell, the Miss Berry's, or any old
intimates ready to go with him.’

Another correspondent—Gearge Eden, afterwards
Lord Auckland—did go to Paris, and with all the
sympathies of Holland House about him, snw nothing
so  interesting there ns Josephine snd Hortense.
*Very few of those to whom we talked disguised their
sdmiration for Napoleon ; but, with the exveption of
some of the army, very few would risk their internal

' Laord Russell, * To Lady Minto, May 19, 1814,
* i He must fall," wrote Denjamin Constant to Sir James Maok-

intosh (March 1814)—*he must full before we oun think of
anyiling else ; he must fall that wo may have time to think of any-

thing else,’
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quiet to have him back agnin. By the bye have you
heard the calembourg? “ Les Anglais nous ont vendn
un ecochon de dix-hunit Louwis qui ne vant pas un
Napoléon.” His works in roads, buildings, and mili-
tary establishments are magnificent beyond all idea,
“and I could not help being indignant at the pains taken
to effice all remembrance of hiz being the author of
them.'!

Into thiz seene of splendour and trinmph arrived
the returning Governor General; but to him and to
those who waited for him all other feelings were swal-
lowed up in the joy of rennion—actual, or at hand,
What that moment was to them, and what too the days
that followed it, their own letters will most fitly tell.

Lord Minto to Lady Minto.
H.ALE, " Husenr "' st sen : May 7, 1814,

*We are all well—off the south of Irelund—hope
toland in four days. We fell in with an English frigate
this forenoon with which we conversed by telegraphie
signals and received the most happy intelligence.
% Peace with France—the old kingdom restored,” by
which we understand the Bourbons restored. We
now hear from the Irish boat that the Emperor of
the West is sent to Elba—rvrelegatus ad insulas. We
are all out of onr wits, and especially myself, at the
thoughts of meeting you all.

1 Lond Aucklnml to Miss Emmn Elliot, who was at Madrs with
her father, the Tit. Hon. Hugh Riliot, Governor of the Prosidenay.

g
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‘Lomdon: May 19,

“I arrived yesterday, and was in a complete whirl of
de]ightfqrtheﬁrsttmﬂrthmehuun;nnd I was
canght by the last bell, the sound and meaning of
which I had forgot. Inme:emimlyghﬂthntyuu
did not come to town; and the delay in our meeting
will be fully compensated by the superior happiness of
meeting at home. You may reckon on this day fort-
night as the longest period of my stay in London., I
was delighted, as you may imagine, with A. M.
and Gilbert. Yutﬂdaymindudmufthnuery
happiest days of my life; but there is one happier still
in store, when 1 shall have you once more in my arms,
with the certainty of having no more of those sad
abeences from which we have so often suffered, and
Catan to kiss and to spail, and Mary and her four
upon my knee. It is in short to me, like the events of
this annus wmirabilis to the warld, the eommence-
ment of a new era of happiness and repose.  You will
have heard from other quarters, and spure my blushes
in repeating, all the compliments that are paid me, hy
everybody I meet, on my youth and beauty. To the
Intter I must plead guilty, since they all tell the same
story; but of youth there is little left., I have seen
crowds of old friends to-day —Glenbervies—Ancklands
—Chichesters—Temples— Frod North—Henry Gally
Knight—Harrises—Mrs. Robinson—Elliot of Wells—
Johm Frere. I go to Park Place in my way to Scot-
land.

e
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Lady Melgund to a Friend.
‘Minto: May 20, 1814.

¢ The % Hussar" has arrived, and every soul on
board well. They landed at Plymouth on the 14th;
would get to London as yesterduy or to-day. We shall
probably see them in sbout ten days. We got this
joyful news yesterday morning, and we spent such o
day! It would have raised the spirit of a Dutehman
to soe the happiness that reigned ot Minto. The
news sprend through the house like wildfire, every-
body was running here and there, not knowing how to
ghow their joy. When T told them to go to the top of
the house to cheer, in ten minutes there were about
seventy people assembled; T gave them a quantity of
guns, and we had volleys and cheering from that time
till one o'elock, the local militia colours flying on the
house all the time. After the children's dinner we had
a grand procession of all the people, with fiddles play-
ing and colours flying, followed by Lady Mints, Gilbert,
and me in the little gig, to the Rocks, to fire the
cannon, which wus done four times with great effect.
Then we had cheering, &e. till dinner-time, when the
procession returned, and we had a song from one of
the workmen, made on the occasion. The moment he
heard the news he ran home to make his poem, and it
waa all ready by two o'clock, In the evening we had
daneing, and, as one of the carpenters observed, © the
day ended with the utmost hilavity.” Lady Minto
behaved admiably; she was not overcome with all
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this joy; but it was a long while before she durst
trust herself to speak to me.’

Lady Minto to Lord Mindo,
* Thursday, Moy 10,

¢Oh, dear me! Tean hunﬂj breathe or speak or
think or rum about, or sit still, ar befieve that ull my
cares, all my wishes, and all my anxieties are whisked
away in a moment by the most delightful cerfainty
that here you are in our own little island =afe and
sound ; and T cannof say how more than delighted I
am, a8 a secondary feeling, to find that my having re-
minadhmprhmﬂmrlaufﬁmm wished for, T felt
g0 sure of this that I have been a8 obstinate ns any
mule, and positively set my face agninst the opinions
and advice of most of my friends, feeling sure T knew
better than they could, all the feelings yon must have
respecting Minto itself, not to mention the everlisting
delight in future years of the sweet recollections that
will ever attach to the spot of our reumion. I will
nat oy that I would not at this moment give my ears
to be amongst you; but even at this moment, in all
the delirium of delight, I know it is hest us it 1
ean be patient, and shall be in a more compased state
than is possible just now, when all i flutter, flutter,
and not one idea is settled for an instant, and every
possible demonstration of joy has been made through-
out the house. I wns called awny here by the sound
of firing from the top of the house; and ran upstairs
o that beautiful terrace, where I was received with

cc §
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three cheers, and found all the work-people assembled.
The day being perfectly divine, 1 thought I bad never
spem 50 beautiful and interesting a scene, the air ring-
ing with joyful eounds, and all nature gay and seeming
to partake of my feelings.

Friday.—1 have not glept so sound for years as I
did last night.

Saturday.— You really are in London — only
think! Comparstively speaking, I feel as if you were
at Hawiek or Jedburgh ; and all the letters to-day, mad
or sober, are full of your youthful looks and beauty,
and declare you look younger and fresher than when
you left England. I begin to think I did very wrong
to stay at. home ; for [ can’t say our nort hern blasts have
had the same effect on me.’

Such was the happiness and such the hopes erested
by Lord Minto's return. Every day brought him letters
from his wife, showing that she lived in the thought of
their npproaching reunion, while with the unselfishness
and strong sense of duty which distinguished her, she
agsured him she would niot be miserable, and that he
must not hurry away from London till all claims on
his attention had been satisfied. Nothing interested
her but the preparations for the moment to which all
were looking forward; nothing calmed her but an
active participation in them.

¢1 have myself been arranging the rooms, and
dragging sbout the furniture ; Gilly, who certainly
expects to find you the youngest thing here, has 2
trap and ball ready for you.'
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The poor little Malay boys brought home from
Malacea were welcomed at Minto as the first detach-
ment of the home-coming party. TLady Minto shivered
for them in their ship's clothing, and at onee set about
clothing them in flannel. *Are they my consins?’
ukadthnl{tﬂemnfthehmme.mdonbm'mgtold
not, I am glad of that, as I should rather not have
black cousins, but they are,very nice’ Then black
boys and white went off to the hills together, which the
little darkies climbed on all fours, ehattering most
excitedly in their native lingo,

« May 20, 1814,

‘1 breakfasted this morning with Mr. Elphinstone,
the Chairman, and it is settled that I am ¢o dine with
the Court of Directors at one of their court dinners,
without the fussification to both parties of an immense
publicdinner. The day is not fixed, but it will be very
soon, which will be one step towards Minto, I am as
perfectly delighted and as perfectly happy as it is pos

sible for me to be till T see you.'

' ¢May 24.—1 have your letters of Thursday and
Saturday, and Iam thankful, my dearest love, that your
cares are heaved overboard. We have nothing now to
do but to be thankful and happy. The period to come
will, I trust, be unshadowed by absences, or that they
will be very short, and that we shall enjoy the tmanguil
comforts of eontent and of mutual love for the rest of

! Lord Minto to Lady Minta,
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our time while the yonnger generations flourish away
in the more lively joys of their period of life.’

' May 27, 1814,

I meet a very cordial reception from everybody of
all deseriptions ; and geneml estéem, sincere ns it
appears to be, is a satisfuctory result of public life.
My wish is to close it here. Indeed, young and beau-
tiful as I am, 1 feel that I am not equal to the fatigues,
either mentul or bodily, of public business in England.
My legs improve a little, and I hope to make them
younger at Minto ; but really young they can never be,
of course; and T am not only content to toddle on
with you through the rest of my journey, but shall
think and find it the best part of our lives. There
certainly never were happier parents, and the children
who make us so, appear to be rewarded by happiness
themselves,' _

June 3, the day after the Drawing-room, was fixed
fur Lord Minto's departure from London § but on May
98 an event occurred which altered his plans, and was
big with fate. Lord Aucklund, who had gone to. rest
in perfect health, wis found dead in his bed by his
duughters when they went to summon him to break-
fast. In order to be with his sister in her over-
whelming grief, and to follow his brother-in-law to the
grmave, Lord Minto at once postponed his departure.
Unhappily the funeral was arrnged to take place at
Beckenhami—the parish in which Eden Farm, the
happy home of the bereaved family, was situated—
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and at night. The eafl procession by road from London
to Beckenham, and the subsequent funernl service,
occupied five. hours—from half-past seven till half-
past twelve, in a cold drizzling min. Four days later
we have the first note of the coming tragedy. A
cold, which Lord Minto had complained of before, hud
been greatly increased by the exposure of that fatal
night. He was ordered to stay indoors,  On the 8th
*he broke prison to visit Lord Melyille, and obtain a
nephew's well-earned promotion.’ On the 13th he
confessed himself so low in strength and spirits that
he could not attempt s letter. In proportion to his
bodily wenkness was the increase of his passionnte
longing to reach Minto; and his family, having no
apprehension of any impending danger, were equally
anxious with himself to get him out of town and in
the safe keeping of his home. ¢ With the afectionate
kinduess whieh never flagged he resolved to visit
Lady Malmesbury at Park Place, although this added
at least another day to the length of his journey)
There he made the greatest exertions to conceal his
wenkness, and his conversation waus cheerful and gay;
but by this time his eldest son, his constant companion
ond now tender nurse, wis greatly, thongh still in-
gufficiently, alarmed. A medical man was sent for to
attend them on their journey ; and from him it was for
the first time ascertained that Lond Minto was suffer-
ing from an attack of o most alarming diseass, which,
under the treatment of those days, too frequently
proved fatal.
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His longing to push on was, however, too strong to
be opposed.  The journey was proceeded with. * He has
but one wish, to see the person on whom his thoughts
are ever fixed ; one anxiety—to reach home. The rest
may be guessed. From the first horrid misgiving,
when the ground seems to fall away from under
one's feet, to the full conviction that there is no
help, no hope, no escape from an overwhelming ealn-
mity, most of ns know the course.

By short stages, Stevenage on the northern road
was reached ; but in a state of prostration which left
no room for hope ; and there he quietly sank early in
the night on June 21. “0Oh! my poor mother—take
care of her—I know you will do all yon can, was the
note sent home by his son that night.

How fearful the shock, how proformd the grief, may
be imagined by any reader of the letters now pub-
lished ; but the degree and the faithfulness of the
sorrow with which be was mourned may best be told in
a few affecting lines, written by his eldest som very
many years after the event, and found by his children
at his death. They were obviously intended to find
place in the opening chapter of a hiogmphy of Lord
Minto, which was, however, never proceeded with ; for
the date proves that the writer's own days were thence-
forth but few.

‘During the period of an ahsence of seven years,
engaged in laborious and absorbing duties, there wasno
one day in which the evidence does not exist of the
fond affection with which his mind dwelt on the
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domestie eirele from which he was severed, and on the
distant prospect of reunion with those he loved. Nor
on our side was there a single day in which he was not
the constant object of our thoughts, or in which we
did not anxiously count the days of our separation.
The one great object looked to on either side, as the
greatest happiness that could awnit us, was his return
to England, and to the tranquil enjoyment of honour-
able repose in the home he loved. In order to under-
stand the intense anxiety with which we contemplated
this reunion, it would be necessary to have known the
feelings with which he was regarded by his family—as
the friend, the companion, the playfellow, the guide
and example for all ages—feelings in ‘which were
combhined the warmest familiar affection, with admira-
tion, respect, and veneration.'

Here follows an account of his gmtifying reception
in London; the splendid success of his government
being a subject of genersl congratulation; and then,
after some details of the course of the illness, comes
the end: ‘Thus at once were dashed those hopes in
the moment of their sccomplishment, which had been
the solace of seven years of painful separation. Any
attempt must be vain to deseribe the overwhelming
weight of this blow. The first object of our affection,
of our reverence, was lost in the first days of its resto-
rution ; the feelings and the mind were subdoed and
prostrated almost to a condition of insensibility and
indifference to all the interests of life. Many, many
years elapsed, chequered by other and deep affliction,
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before it ceased to hang as a dark cloud over our exist-
ence; nay, even mnow, at the distance of nedrly forty
jﬁﬁ;thnhapmadmnufﬂmtudt&numﬁﬂhiu my
heart. Though grief may have yielded to the hand of
time, the fond remembrance of affection still survives
in all its warmth.’

When, in process of time, it became the part of
another generation to * open the places that were closed,’
and when, upon those who did so, eame the desire ¢ to
show the imnge of a voice und make green the flowers
that were withered,! the last year's letters from
Minto to Indin—so full of hope, of joy—were found
tied together with a black string, and inseribed ¢ Poor
Fools! With these was a note with unbroken seal,
the last written by Lady Minto to her husband.
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Metears, the Sun and Son-surrounding
Space, Star and Star Cloudlets. By
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Curves, and on the wse of Cycloidal
Curves in dealing with the Muotions of
Planets, Comets, &c. and of Matter

rojectel from the Sun. lﬂ' R. A
}.’lncmi, B.A, With 161 Dingrams,
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Pant 11, Oncixic CHEMISTRY, New | Tpiq ment, compl
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shop. By AL L. G. Honson,  ‘With
n&'uimm. Crown Svo. 2r 6.
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with 338 Ilusirations.  Svo. 182,

The Theory of Strains in
Girders and similar Structures, with
Ohservations on  the n{bp'llcnlian of
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Plstes and Woodcuts, 3 vols erown
Bvo. 3tr, 6

The %Pplicatinn of Cast
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Handbook of Practical
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A Treatise on the Steam
ing, in itd various applications to
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ways and Agriculture, Ey J. BOURNE
C.E.  With Portmait, 37 Plates, =
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Recent Improvements in
the Steam Engine. By J. DOURSE,
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Catechism of the Steam
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| Handbook of the Steam

Engine, a Key to the Aathors Cate-
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Plates ond 356 Woodcuts. gto. Jos
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i ing, Historeal, Theoretical,

and Prctical, Dy E. Cresy, G.E.
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Uz Dictionay of A

Mannfactures,
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contritaors.  With 2,604 Woordcuts,
4 vols. medium Bvo, L7. 75

.
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Practical Treatise on Me- | Practical Handbook of

tallurgy.  Adspted fom  the Inat
German Fiition of Professor KERL'S
Hﬂ.l]lnrﬁf by W. Crookes, I, R.5.
Ee and E. Riuma, PhIY. 3 vols
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Anthracen; its Constitution,
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On Artificial Manures,
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Four Lectures on some
B of Early Church History.
By the Very Rev. C, MeEnrvaLe, LI
Diean of Ely. Crown Bvo, 5%
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revenling the Order of the Universe,
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of the Productions of Agricalture. Wi
1,100 Woodouts Bvo, z1E

MORAL WORKS.
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Supernatural Religion ;
an Inguiry into the Reality of Di-
vine Revelation. Complete Edition;
thoronghly revised, with New Preface
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Lectures on the Origin
and Growth of Religion, as illus-
frated By the Religions of Indin;
being the Hibbert Lectures for 1578,
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MitLme, MeA.  Second Fdition, Svo.
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Introduction to the Sci-
ence of Religion, Four Lectures de-
livered at the Royal -Institition ; with
Two Essays on False Analogies and
the Philesophy of Mythology. By
Max Miiier, M.A.  Crown Svo.
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The Four Gospels in
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Passing Thoughts on
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Thoughts for the Age.
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A Voyage
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Memorials of the Dis-
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Crantes Pacgg. Crown Bvo o G,

The Alpine Club Map of
Switzeriand, with parts of the Neigh-
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Mils to an Inch. Edited by B. C
Nicuois, F.R.G.S. 4 Sheetsin Port-
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from Fairy-
land. " By the Right Hon. E. H.
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| Hall, 2. 64. Ivors, 2. 64. Katharine

Ashton, 2r. 64 Margaret Percival,
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The Modern Novelist's

| Library. Each work complete in iteelf,
price 25, boards, of 2. 64, cloth.
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Tancred.

\ Contarini Fleming.

| Vivian Grey.
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Right Honourable
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Brian Boru, a Tragedy.
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Festus, a Poem. By
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The Iliad of Homer, Ho-
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The Aneid of ’U’irgil.
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Tllustrations. Medium Sva. 215



0 WORKS published by LONGMANS & CO.

Blaine'’s Enc:{clopadla of | Youatt's Work on the
Rural : Complete Accounts, | Dog. Revised and enlarged.  Svo,
Histord Pr;ctiriﬂ. ?:h Pﬂt&ipﬁ\*ﬁ Woodcuts, 61,
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The Treasury of Bible
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A Practical Treatise on
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Loxasan, Ballinl College, Ouxford.
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A Course of Instruction in Practical
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Letters Patent, for the use of Patentees
and Inventors, By J. Jouwssow, Bar-
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