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PREFACE

Woman's Influsnca for good or for evil is admittedly graad
in all Westarn lands, aud [ think the perosal of the lives of

past Queens ond Princesses of Indin, as ralatad in this valume,
will show thet woman in Easlarn lande nleo, notwithstanding

e faot that sha s immured in o zenana, and {5 invigibla (o
tha eves of tha world, axeris & powerful influence, not only
over her friends ok home, bub on soclety ab large.

While in this work I illustrate woman's influeses in
the Bast by glanaing at tha lives of thoss only who have moved
in the higher walks of life, I shall probably seek in & future
work to demonstrata the same truth from the ammals of {he
poar,

Every yu.r the interest of the people of the Waal deapens
in all thot concorns the women of Indis, 50 that T am nol
without bope thet this book will be welcomed by many
readars,

4.1, POOL



INTRODUCTION

This wark is 8 sincere and warthy attempt to nssim theis fair share
ﬂlhl.:::ﬂﬂl] :nmrhm\mw.:ﬂlm.m n.h;;nit;n:m

belief to the contrary, have beld in the past,
g  otters 8- dpmingling Infiaence i’ the domestic

to-day, B gront and offen n
and gg{f.’[um life of the country. ... . In his interesting
Mr. | hag made an excellant and representative collection af
Inidfin heroines,
‘The women who have made the most mark In Indian history
have been Sikhs, Mahrattas or Mohommedans; and the reason ls
sy e b i L,
L] Carn T o reaganable age, ATRONE
: uﬁuoﬁm!l muchnﬂn striet then amaong
ordinary Hindu casies. Even ameng Mabomesedans the rule ia pe-
Loxed in the ecase of ruling prineedses. . . . . By the of thess
horoie women whe hawve lﬁ!ﬂug\: 1 the of de-
bavched and imbesile husbands or Infant gons, and who have
w {: their ﬁtm& at the huﬁd nlullu!rhhmm, Foma acoount
nhiu given of othey woman whoap Jives hpve been ns romantic
B0t whose Iofiusnce has been Sl i Whoss. oyl paseions mais
] ot i
brought aboul thelr min and that of thelr stuh:v, F i R

Whether the Hime will ever come when Indian women, or those
of China and Persin and Turkey, will become smancipated in the
Western sense, lkm lﬂﬂy the freedom of their Enplish sistors, (s
more than doubtful; in =pite of some feehle efforts mode by
Parsls and Bengalis to deow thelr women inte social intercourse
with the outaide world, the rule of the seclusion of women—onece
inatituted as 8 protecticn—is mw as n mark of Ition and
respectabllity; It becomes more each yenr, whﬁ?m aren
anlarges and tends to include every caste or family which rises from
a lower fo a higher prade. women do not desire to go
heyond the privaoy of the Zamann, pnd would consider pu

Tha women of the Enst are m:u.'?hm 1 #n m""&.
- (tmpte of of
their domestic relations fe quite l_.l_l‘mﬂ'ﬁidi. thnir ml':mn.mr‘rfh
1] ] o mot fry 0 do overythi
which men do, and conspleususly :nlf; they do not mt_r the :k-ll:“
their dresaes snd thelr locks recorded in the im t
columns of anclen-mmwm:p-n; m&rhﬂ; n?l rush to the Divorea
& Unsnvoury of the latest fashionahls
ndal: and thase who know mart of the Tesults of this Teedo g
waman in the West, and the history of the richest and most luxuriovs
o which Ee- mﬂgaﬂﬁﬂfﬁ"ﬂ'ﬁ" wﬂiﬁdwh'l: whether the
Oerd i L T ating Ialr wrx 13 more

5
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CHAFTER 1

S8ITA

Many conturies agn—how many eannot be delermined, bul
soma think Jong befors tho birth of Christ—King Janako ruled
over tha fair and fertile land of Mithile, in the north of Indis.
And 1o Joaneka was born o daughtar, named Sita, whose
aventful history we are now aboul to eelals.

Nothing is known about the real mother of Sita, who
doubtless died when her child was born, bub Uie story which
is generally nccepled respecting the hirth of our hercine iz as
follows. Tb s a strange bul beautiful tala, and wa give it as
ralated by Sila hersell on one occasion when guestioned
as to her padigres:

*Thora ia o King of Mithiln,' she ssid, 'who loves his
eople 08 his own children. His life is very full of care,
or on all cceasions he feels with them ond strives (o think
for them, as a righteous should do. And this righteous
King Janaka is my revered fathar.

‘Boma time bock, as he was tracing with a plw&l; the
girale which ancloses the ground whara sacrifices are red,
o sudden eestasy seized him. His heart, which had been
mournful and depressed, Eln?wad with new warmih, and inio
his mind, whish anxiety had filled with clouds, cama a rush
of light. " O gentle spirit of tho earth,” he eried, " thou alona
givesl ma comfort for humanity! Nohle goddess of the soil,
thou sayest Lo men, Comrads, put thy hand in mine, and lal
us work together; feed me, ond I will give thee food; lend me,
and T will guard and sheller thee; love me, and 1 will casl
my beauly at thy fest; obssrve and study me, and T will
teach thea to be strong and pure and brave.”

‘As he § o dreamy haee slole ovor the sweet carth's
faca, like fo tha misty tandernesg which veils o maiden’s eyes
whan lold she is beloved. Litla by littla, tha amarous clonds
merged into ethereal semblance of & woman's form. Tt floated
inlo the embrace of his extended arms, and rested on his
impassioned broasl most lovingly a moment; then diad back
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into the formless air, and left him, thrilled by thal ineffable

garess, enroptured, but very tremulous. "1 have had a o

vigion," he zald p'rmﬂf, and gighad. " Only a vision!™ he
ropeated, and half wept. But as he put his hands to the
p!ﬂuguhj onee more, lo! before him, in the guping furrow, ha
saw tha looes enil mowa; and al length, slowly and with
diffioully pushing fheough the heavy earth, emerged boefore
him, ns ha wondersiruck, o pretty babe, with Jar
bewilderad eves, who reated its if.ny dimpled hand upon the
broken burf, and sroggled hard, and asked by plaintive oriess
to be relensed. 1 have heard my fsther "ﬁ et when he
saw me thus, his heari eried out loudby, " T is ia my child,”
and o whisper from the deep bosom of the earth u.nanm;.
* And mine.” Eo Janaka ran forwerd and snatched me-to his
branet; then T weaph no longar, hut smilad happily and nastlad
therg, And my father fought me ever o reversnes the
E:umraul. earth, my mother, and to strive {o be o8 pure and

e and brave as ehe. And he called ma Sifa (o furrow),
becauss T sprang out of a furrow of the ground.’

And Sita, whether a genuing child of Janaka, or whether
found in the flelds and adopied by him, was brought up
under kind nurses in the palace ab Mithila, and grew into o
sweet girl and a beautiful maiden. Happy, very happy, wera
thosa days of youth, passed with a kind and indulgent father
and loving and devoled ettendants; and all oo soon the decree
want fi that the princesz must think of marriage.

King Janaka, proud of the wonderful besuty of his
daughter, and anxious to zas her united to a brave and
warlike prince, issued & proclamation that he would bestow
her in marriage upon that hero who could bend o certain
Inrge and strong bow that had heen in the possassion of his
family for many generations. Suitor afler guitor errived ab
the gourt of Mithila and essayed the fask, but without success,
and deperied cresifallen and anraged, bui only to relurn
with combined forses (o vond theic wrath upon the eity of
Mithila. Jenaka, however, and his brove soldiers defented
ihe nssnilants and drove them back with graat loss.

_ Many months passed by in these painful evenis, and
Bita, the unwilling cause of war and bloodshed, was still

" Frederiks Richardson's * Diad of the Bast'

T e

T S ———



SITA, THE CONSORT OF RAMA 3

unmarried, when one day there came to the court of the
king two youthful strangers, the sons of a neighbouring
monarch. Rama and Lakshwman, for such were the names
of the young heroes, requested, through their preceptor, &
famous saint, who was with them, a sight of the bow which
non:. o far had heen able to bend, for they would try their
Tack.

‘King Janak, at the saint’s request,

This order to his train addressed :

“ Let the great bow be hither borne,
Which flowery wreaths and scents adorn.”
Soon as the monarch's words were said,
His servants o the city sped: |

Five thousand youths in number, all

Of manly strength, and stature tall,

The ponderous light-wheeled chest that held
The heavenly bow, with toil propelled.
At length they brought that iron chest,
And thus the godlike king addressed:
“This best of bows, O lord, we bring,
Respected by each chief and king,

And place it for these youths to see

If, sovereign, such thy pleasure be."”

‘Then Rama at the word unclosed
The chest wherein its might reposed,
Thus crying, as he viewed it: “Lol

I lay mine hand upon the bow:

May happy luck my hope attend

Its heavenly strength of lift or bend.”

4 Good luck be thine I” the hermit cried;
“ Assay the task !” the king replied.
Then Raghu's son, as if in sport,

Before the thousands of the court,

The weapon by the middle raised,

That all the erowd in wonder gazed ;
With steady arm the string he drew,

T4l burst the mighty bow in two.’*

Thus Rama performed the wonderful deed which had
been beyond the strength of many mighty princes and
warriors to accomplish, and King Janaka, true to his royal
word, betrothed him to Sita, the beautiful and the good, and
arrangements were made as speedily as possible for the
marriage. Couriers were sent off to acquaint King Raghu, or

A Grifﬂth‘s ‘Ramayana.’
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Dasaratha, of Ayodhys, with the suceess of his son. and ab
the same bme urging that monarch and his suita Lo be present
ot the approaching nupticls, Prompily and gladly did
Ruma's father comply with the weltome request, and are
many days had elapsed arrived al Mithile with a greas army
and magnificent pregants, :

What an anxious Ma.?'rr“ joyons time il was for Sita as
sha prepared for her marriagsi  She grieved at the thought
of huving to leave her father's palace, for all its associntlons

werd eweel and dear; and yet gha could nob but rejolea that

sha wns aboul to be jeined in wedlock with one whi woa
youthful and wiss, and lender and brava.

The evantful day of !enxﬁh arrived, and Hama, with his
four hrothers, who were to be morried at the same time to
relatives of Sita, went to ‘(the ground for tites addressad.’
There the bridegrooms woited Hﬁrthn brides arrived, jusl as
is tha cuslom now in Weastarm nalions, By eommand of the
priesls or saints, an allar was erecled, on which firs was
placed, and arcund the eMar the marriage party gathared,

"'Then by the hand King Janak deew
ﬂwﬁ‘aﬁrﬁm in rich attire
altire,
Rama o face, before the fire
ligﬂﬂlﬁnl to the rayal boy

The marringe over, Sits and the othar young Brides had
to zay ‘good-bye ' to Milhila and to all the friends of Lheir
Foubh, and wers taken away to hogin & new life in Ayodhya,

?tw.:r:r Ehlch King uft:aurntha r?ignad. And now iz Lhe
ma mora cularly of the family inlo whish
Sita had marriad, andpul' the young princa herrhulhand,

King Dasaratha had thres queens and seven hundred and
fifty conoubines, but for o long time he bad no children. AL
length, however, four sons wers born, and great was (he

D s e



SITA, THE CONSORT OF RAMA b

rajoiging of tho royal houschold. Hama, who married 5i
was the eldest, and from all accountz the wisest
and most worlhy, Perhaps it would be well to meniion,
once for all, that the Hindus generolly believe that Rama and
his hrothers were incarnationez of the god Vishnu. Rama
partook of half the nature of Vishnu, Bharala of & guarter,
and Lokshmon ond Satrughne each of an eighth, I will
{hus ba geen that Sita had become the consort of no common
herp, and his virlues are eloguently deseribed in the
Ramaywnon

‘Hama was beautiful and strong,

From envy free, the foe of Wmﬂ'i'..

With all his father's virtues blest,

And poetless in the werld confessed.

¢ With pleeid soul he softly spoke @

Due peverone
{h Tt PR W e
Loved by all men, he loved them all’'

For a time all went happily and even marrily with Sita
at Al:\lrndhra. for her hu.*:bam! was thoughiful and kind, and
her husband's friande did all tha‘:( could to make her hlﬁfﬁ"
When, howaver, tho question of formally recognising an heir-
apparant to the throne came up, ns it did ere long, on account
of the growing feableness of the king, palace intrigues began,
and there was frouble, Kaikeyi, the escond and favourita
guean, the mother of Bharata, was roused (o jealousy on
behalf of her own son, by a spitaful famale servant, and she
intrigued b0 bring Roma into disoredit.  Rama, as the eldest
son, and as the wisest and bravesl, was generally regarded
as the most likely one to take up the reins of government; but
still Dasaratha, ns an absolule monerch, haid power be sal him
asida if he chose. Such o deed, however, was far from Lhe
king's thoughta, for ha dearly loved hie aldeet born; buk the
intrigues of Keikeyi al lenglh prevailed, and in a weak
mament he pramisad her any hoon she mighl demand at his
hands, even unto the balf of his kingdom; and she exclaimed :
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Than forth to Dandok's forest drive

Thy Rama !‘;.r nine years and five,

And et him dwell § hermit the

With desrakin cont and matted hair.

Without s rival lat my boy

And T i ey 100 gtdoys
%le: to lﬂﬂhmi Aee.!

And the king was sorry; uevariheless, for his onth's suka,
he felt constrained to comply. Holler far his gwn happiness,
and the hapc;i:iuaas of his kingdom, and his up dren's
happiness, had he regarded hig rash promise as mors rightly
kept in the brenoh than in ihe obsorvancel With ereat grief,
however, he called Rumg into his presence and fojg him all,
and urged him o depart in pence. And Rama, sesing his
fathor's trouhle, did not oppote his will, but agreng (o the
terms of banishment in hapes of preventing furihaee strife

With 0 heavy hoart the prince wended his way home-
ward, for Sila know liitle gp nothing of the polaca intriguse,
and was full of joy as the time drew near when she expeatad
to see her husband and lopd prosentad to assambled thousands
ag the heirapparent, Ram . in an ﬁgunﬁ:ﬂf grief, poured oul
his troubles in the eprs of hiz sympalhetio bride, ang ha
Tound, what many & man has found sines, thai his wile was
not one to upbrad him or give wnir o despair in the hoyr
of disaster, but was rather o frua friend and helpmate, It
banishmont was inevitable, then, shg exclaimed, would sha
share ils trials with hor lard, HRama protested  that ithe
dnn.?m and {he risks wera very greal, and more than g dali.
salely-nurtured lagdy ought to brave; but the princess earnastly
and lavingly Bought te overcome hig ebjestions,

T swear it us love, b e r,
In Beaven fhouts ] Socious b ell unpeas s ife 1 swea thate
For not op m&mrnrnusm.nntnthum- on friend,
T o
I thou ﬁ:ﬁm“m Wnn: thy
AL Ban ta

e - el i lndl:-h' thorn ;
Pourts and palaces g me opg 20 e
Nor henven sa plegsant, ag fh. place where treads my hushagde

" Griffith's * Tyl frem the Sansirs

-,
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Yet Bema was loth Lo give his consent and expatiated on
the discomforlz and annoyances and sven dangers of life in
the woods when under senience of banishmenk; but Sitg had
har answer roady :

‘ The woes that thou hast counted up, the toil, the care, the pain,
All these, my love, for love of thee, I look upon an goin,

At Indra's might T tremble not, when guarded by thine nrm ;
And can the rovers of the wood do happy Sita harm ?

T will not dread the llon's roar, nor turn away to fy

From tigers bounding through the brake if thou art only nigh.
And death fo me were sweeter far, with thine arms rotnd me

throwm,
Than life in thy falher's palsces, in eafely, but olone,
How, hear my word, my lord and love : with thee musi Sita go,
Or die, by thie destrted here, in griaf and bitter wou.
With thee my :Fk']:]t will be glod, and aught that T endure
While, pilgeim-I{ke with thea [ roam, will maks me yet more pure.
And very blassed shall I be in this and the coming life ;
For thow, my Hama, @ver art o unlo thy wife,
The wife ml duty is, es holy priesis declare,
To follow where her husband goes, his weal and woe to share :
And for the lrue and loving wife Mémaine the endless bliss
Ot sharing all this Hfe with him and the life that follows this'

Hamo, won by such swest words, aoquoiesced in Sita's
wizh to accompany him, and with his brother Lakshman,
who alse would not leave him, he el forth upon his travels,
amid the lamentationz of the whole cily of hya. The
wonderers possod through Sringavera, the modern Sungur,
and Prayags, the mbdern Allahabad, where they rested ot o
famous hermitage, and then came to Chilra-kuts, south of
the Jumna, in Bandalkhand, From thence Rama sent back
his charioteer to Ayodhiye, and the people of the cily sesing
him return without their ﬂlrinr.a.- again fillad the air with
lamentations. King Dagaralha was also grioved to the heart,
and took to his bed; and, distracted by his sorrow, while
imploring forgivensass of the mother of Rama, ha fall back and
digd in her arms,

Thon was there mourning decp and loud for the dead
king and the beanished prince; and Bhorata, the son of the
quean whao had cansed all the imnhia, and for whom ehe had
ccousad it, refused to asspme lhe sovercign aothority, bub
declared hiz determination to bring bhack the exiled Rama.
After the funeral ritas of his father, Bharats did what was
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in his hearl, He set off L find his brother; but when he
arrived al Chitra-kuls Hama declined to assume {he Haj
unil tha term of his sentence of banishment had been oom-

letad. Bharala us firmly refused fo ascend the throne, and
ﬂm!l,v it wus arranged that he should relurn to Ayodhyn in
the character of Rama's vicagerent,

For {en long years Rama and Lakshman and the faithful
Sita wandered about the counlry from harmitage to hermitage,
recaiving kindness ot the hands of many, end doing pood
whaerever they went, Af the hermibage of the sage Alri, naar
the forest of Dandeka, o liktla episode sccurred which should
not ba overlooked in the sbory of Sila's life, Atri had o wile,
b very aged person, who is deseribed as ‘o miragle amongst
sainlly women.' When Sita enlored tha harmit'a dwelling,
she found this ancient lady sented an & couch.of the sanrad
graes, kusa; “her figure was bant and withered, hor countan-
ance wrinkled, her eves dim, and she trembled always as
the aspen does, when thes rough north wind is abroad, Nature
hud laid on her the supreme penanca of age; which earns,
tos, the supreme compensation—res,."

Advancing Lo the mistress of tha houss, Sifa claspad hor
hande and raised them Lo her forehead a8 the laws of polile-
ness required, and howing herself bafore Lhe illustrious saint,
imlired courtecusly how she did, Then tha venorable ona,
loaking Jong and flxedly at the princess, at ]unﬂ];uramarke:!:
*Thoo art beauliful, ehild, and that is nak pll; ik youn
and in good health, and that {s bater; thou art a dutiful mg
obedient wifs, and that is hest of all. I hava heard of thee
how thou hast abandoned the luxuriss of ihe court o follow
thy hushand's fortunss in the pathless woods, There are

her mind is the mirror which repeats his thoy his; hor
follows him, meekly and self-forgetimer m“ﬂa e
ows , meekly & forgellingly, as the shadow
which trails behind him in tha dm' P E
Then Bita gave the beautiful rejoinder: *I cannaot tall
whether T be o dutiful wifs or nok; 1 only know that T loye
Rama. When T slood by the sscred fire, and the Aama
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glowed uwp inlo my hero's face as he vowed to love and
cherish me, his eyes mei mine, and thay held ma, and I
eonld mot look mway. Then my soul wenb oub to him, T
cannot a1l if it was God did thal, or the flame which lit up
both our feces, or whether his dark, wistfol ayes drewr the
heart oub from me! T enly know thal when my gaze fell

wng o heaviness in b and o pein, and yel &
mu delight,  And whers mrﬁ:l!md heén golneh’ peiie
hafars wos writlen Huma; and where there had boen hopoe or
juy or baauby was writlen Ilamn; and whers there had been
drepms of unknown hliss was written Bama; and whera
thare hod been God and beaven wis wrillen Roma,

When Sitn had finighed, the aged mairon stroked her
cheek and smiled, and Lhe prineess, half-ashamed of hay
loving confession, hid her glowing face in the old woman's
bosom and lay thers trembling. Then tha venerable one snid
* Listen, mybﬁnuu ginging bird. By virtua of my austers
fife, I have obloined many gifis from the genergus immorials :
oma of them T hava raserved for thes, Henceforth thou shalt
walk adorned with eelestiol radiance, which shall add fresh
jugira to thy surpassing beauty. The soft tinls of thy
raimant shall not fade, nor be ever soiled; and those fowers
entwined in thy glossy hair shall naver dia nor lose their
sweatness.! And receiving bhese gifts with all thankiulness,
the hride of Rama Aung her arms round the saink, and
whigpered : T shall be maors haautiful in his sight.’

From Dandakn Sita and her husband and brolher journey-
ed on to Ranstak, near Nagpur, and then on to Kunjara
the south of the Vindhya mountains, where they rested for o
fime under the itable rool of the sage Agestyn. And now
fregh misfortunes began to visit them in ever incraasing
intensity. In the neighbourhood of Kunjara thers resided o
numbar of aborigines, who are described as Rakszhasas, or
cannibals; and, unfortunately, dne of thass, named - Burpa-
nakhn, & sister of Havano, the King of Lankn, or Ceylon, fell
in love with Rama. And she prezsed her suit without fenr
or shame, and sought to énties the young hero away from his
beloved Bita, but all to no purpose. Flilinf in her object of
winning the husband, she then sought to wreak her
vengeance on the wife by destroying her beauly, bul she was
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caught in the hut by Lakshman as she Was preparing to
commit the cruel deed. Lakshman, in his wrath, severely
punished the jealous woman, who fled to her brother, away
in the island of Lanka, and sought to stir him up to Teévenge
her wrongs.

And this is how Surpa-nakha pleaded her cause:

‘Were it not a fine thing, my brother with the dreadful
scowl, to have the heart of this grand Rama here—thus
between your finger and thumb, to toy with it and make it
the contemptible plaything of your careless hours, while he
went desolate through the three worlds, wearing his soul
away in a vain search, famished with longing, shamed by

the stain from our race, would you avenge your sister, would
you break Rama's spirit and strangle the laughter of ]
Lakshman? Carry off this Sita| Nay, if pride and revenge :

~ Not many days afterwards a wandering fakir stood at the
door of the hut in which Sita sat all alone, for Rama and
Lakshman were out chasing & deer in the forest, ‘Enter and
repose yourself, holy man,’ said the princess; and she brought
him water to wash his feet, and hastened to set hefore him

So bright a loveliness as thine should rather grace some
monarch’s. courf,’ Troubled by his ardent gaze, the princess
answered simply: ‘I am the wife of Rama; they call me
Sita.. Obedient to his father's word, my lord dwells here in
exile; I am happy hers, for I love my lord, and know no fear
when he.is by. And you, O hermit with the bold, keen eyes,
Who are wyeu? And, oh! wherefore are you come?’ 2
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Then the stranger sprang to lus feet ond cried, "1 am
Ravann, the soversgn of the thres worldsl I am here
becanuss I love thee, Sital® And ho seiged the shrinking
womnan by the two hands end poured cuot & prssionste lale of
love and devolion, But 3ita snatched har hands away, and,
half dead with terror, sank to the ground, and lay ther * ke
a flower of the prairie which the hot wind hos seared.” Then
Rovann gtoo down to her and whispored saftly: *Why
tramblast thou so, rell& one? This forest is loo dreary and
{oo rough a home for thee. There iz o pleasant island—the
fairesh islo in all the rippled sea—it 8 callad Lanka; T hava
a gorgeous puloce Were which shall be Wine; thou shall have
raiment and jewele, and young maidanz to wail on thea,
and oll that makes the heart of wamen glad. And lhers,
amidst the {E'rs L will surround thee with, thou shall soon
forgat this Iama

Ab the sound of that loved name courage cama baek to
the heart of Sila, and she rose onoe more and stood up
fenrlazsly bafore the stranger king, und sought to wither him
will her words of scorn

;
:
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In her anger Sita seemed to Ravana but more beautiful,
and he loved her for her spirit as well as her graces of Person.
‘No more,” he said—' no ‘more; I will not hear thee!' and
taking her up in his arms, he pressed her to his bosom, and
carried her out of the hut and into the wood, and away and -
away to his country and home in the south,

‘What a sad return home it was to Rama and Lakshmahn |
No Sita to meet them at the door; no Sita to whisper tender
words of weleome, and to inguire, seriously or laughingly,
after their success in the chase. The hut was quiet and
empty. And Rama shouted far and wide the name of Sita,
but there came back no answer save ‘Sita! Sital® Then the
brothers sat down in sorrow to think, and they arrived at
the conclusion that in this sad business the hand of Ravana,
the brother of Surpa-nakha, was plainly visible. And their
hearts were filled with grief and with indignation, and they
rose up with a fiery and fixed determination to win hack
their loved one or die.

Proceeding to the south of India, the princely brothers
made friends with a powerful tribe of aborigines, who are
grimly described as monkeys by Hindu historians, and,
forming an alliance with those people, it was resolved to cross
the sea and rescue Sita, if yet alive, from the hands of Ravana,
the King of Lanka. But first Hanuman, the commander of
the forces of Sugriva, the aboriginal chief, was sent to spy
out the land, and to open communications, if possible, with
the imprisoned princess. And this he boldly and skilfully
accomplished, and if we follow him we shall see how it fared
with Sita in her island captivity.

Hanuman found the gentle and sorrowful lady just out-
side the capital city of Lanka, by a little thicket of gleanders,
through which a pleasant river ran. There she was seated
on the grass, surrounded by a guard of women of the land,
who had been especially charged by Ravana never to lose sight
of her. ‘Her black, silky hair streamed down to the ground,
and, lay heaped up in a gleaming mass beside her; her eyes
were downcast; on their long lashes gleamed two brilliant
tears that would not fall; her month—it was 50 small a mouth
to be so sad I—trembled a little—that was the only movement;
her arms stretched forth—her little hands clasped—weres
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flung headlessly to the side of her, and had fallen upon the
Ems,): coils of hair. She sesmed quite lo have given up
OpE.

Presently, 83 Hanuman walohed the lady ond her
attendanits, & noise of charicls and elephanis wes heard. It
was the King of Lanka, escortad by a brilliant company, whao
came Lo vigit his capbive. Like somo beaukiful wild oreature
hrought to bay, Bila sp to her feel and confronted her
captor with dafiant eyes. Them Ravana addressed har in
goflened lones: °*'Why dosi thou gaze on me thus wildly,
Sita? Have 1 been so harsh to thee? Child! child! am 1
thine enemy hecause the love of thae has so taken up my soul
that life has ne delight or warmbh save in thy presence? The
" fears nre heavy on thy loshes, O my gueen! And wyeb joy
begkons thes. My wenlth and power and all ths pleasant
luxurins of my courd are thing; stoop ordy (o gather them, my
fawn-gyed Sital”

And the prinoess answered him by calling aloud the name
of Rams. ‘Oh, Hamal Oh, my lovel®" she cried. *This
man with a thoueand erimes upon his head, a thousand vices
in his soul, who has torn me {rom thy dear armes and braught
this angnish into both our lives, comes to me and says:
“TFor all my guilt and vice, snd for the I have done
thea, and hecansa thara 18 not eo vile a creaturs in the ampires
of walar, carth, and air, therefore love me, ita;” and oh, my
lord, he stands there a3 though he doubled of mr ariswer,'
Sha finiehed with a littla ecornful langh that died intora sob.
And Ravana was stung to the quick by the leathing and the
sarcasm of his captive, and scowled darkly opon her, and
turned away with tha words: "1 have sought fo stir thy
ambition—ihe quality is not thine; to touch thy heart—thou
hast closed il li:;ﬂ-ﬂl me, There remains one okher weppon—
fear! T give ona month to band thes o my will; thow
ghalt yield then! T say thou shalt yield—if thou choose not
rather to die.'

When the monarch's bhack was turnad and the guarda
had withdrawn themsalves a space and lefl Sita alona, then
Hanuman spoke out of his hiding-place, and, bidding her not
hetray signs of his presencs, dacl];nd that ha had coma as
the homble friend of Rama to bear a message to his Sita, &
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message of love and of bope, ' Bul should we not tnke this
opportunity lo escape?’ sxclaimed Henuman. ' Corme with
me, und I will bear thee to thy Heme' ‘Nay, ooy, good
friend,’ sha answered; ' if it ware possible 1 would not do i—
T will wait here for Auma. Were il not & shame b him that
ancther should save his bride?  Tell him that Titlle Sita avwaits
him in eaplivity, and will owa her rescue lo none other than
her beloved.

"Da it as you will,' said Hanuman a litile endly. ‘Only
I pray thee give ma soms message to the nobla Famy (hat ha
may be assured that 1 have seen and lalked wilh you,'
Dropping her syes beshfully, she answered: °Onoo when
otr axile was young, and we dwelt on tha Mounl Chitra-kota,
T looked u;: into my horo's face with love, We wars alone
on the hill-side, sufed beneath some Aowerlng shrubs, In
sport my Rama plucked o branch Jaden with muny blossoms,
and with thalr arimson sap fraced a tilaks on my hrow, Bo
luter I rested my head agninet his breagt, and when [ raisad {
lal a ved lilaka was stained bhere tool And we lnugh
greatly ab that, for our hearls were full of love—and when
ihal ia eo, & smoll thing gives happiness. There was nons
near, anly the still blue overhead, and round us the Auitering
leaves, 1l Rama of the red tilaka, and he will know that
¥ou have seen his heloved,”

A wint Henuman in hol hesle, and, ﬂmingl tha
ocaan, related to Rama all that he hed seen and heard tha
island Y Lanke. And soon a mighty army was convayed fo
tho farther shores- with Bugriva, Henuman, Rama, and
Lakshman at ils head. And this army procoeded on its way
to the capital, conquering oll wha opposed it haslening o
arrive befors the end of the manth of grace which had bean
given by Ravana lo Sit.

Ona day the evil-minded king, standing upon the ramparis
al hie castle, saw tha Avenging army apprmchmg, though
sbill far distant, and he felt that the hour of his death was
righ ; but 241l he was bent an conquering and humbling the
lovely Sita, Descending to his private room, he sént for his
magioiin, and the two spent the night in consultation, Enrly
the naxk morning they wers 1o be seen hastaning fo o cavarn
where Sila was now bidden, and fhe king, an:i{n{ng alone,
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found his caplive silling with her lu mournful eyes fixed
on Lthe walls of her prison with a b esa slare which proved
thot her spirit was wall-nigh cruehed. Even when sha saw
Ravana, she only shuddersd and turned bher lovely face away;
to reproach him now or to seek to escapa from him seemed
beyond her power. The king knelt down besids her an tha
cavern Hoor, and with o wild pathos in his voiee whispered :
‘Bita, tha time has coma for thee to yield. Musi I have risk-
ed 50 much in vain? Nay, thou shalt lsten {o me! What did
thy boy-love Remo o win thy childish heart? Bubt I—have
I not for thes provekad the enmity of all living thinga? For
thee hove 1 not fought and sinned and suffered? Ay, and do
suffer now !  Thou ark mine, Silo—mine by right of goilt end
sacrifica and loss.)!

Bul whon the monareh laid his hand upon her arm, Sita
sprang to her feet and cried ‘Hema, Romo, my dear lord,
help!’ buf no answar cama and no halp. ' Leook not to him,'
safd the king sternly; ‘call on him no mere, Thy Rama ia
dead.’ *Dead|" shricked the poor persecuted lndy, " desd’
And Ravana beoke into A aruel laugh and eaid * Yes, dead.
He orossed the seas bo muorder ma and (o destroy Lanka, but
era he had time my warriors surrounded him and slew him,
8o, hel Bring hither the head of Roma that was saverad on
the batlle-fleld.' Then the magician rushed into the cavern
and flung omn the floor a heod, soiled with bloed and gashed
with many wounds, but whish yet bora a striking resamblanas
{o the sounbenants of Rama., At the same time was thrown
down & mighty bow which ssemed the one Sitn had saen so
often throngh many years in the hands of her hushand,

This awl‘ul;ﬁhh was more than the overwrought nerves
of the captive could bear, and with a wild shrisk sghe fall lo
the carth vigid and eold,  And Ravane could not arouse her,
and he had to call in her women-guards and lo leava her.
Thue his last hopa of winning Sita flad, and he went forth
moodily 40 his fate, And one allendant more geatle than the
rest tenderly litted up the broken-hearted lady, and whisper-
ed comforting words in har sars a8 har sanses slowly relurned,
*Rama is not dead, my gentle one. Thy hero is nob dead. It
was & orual trick of magic, meant to conguer thes by robbery
of hope. Open thina eyes; be not afraid. Ses) sl the
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ugly thing has vanished; it was but a lying vision. Rama
lives, and will rescue thee ere long." And Sita was comforted.

For many days there was hard fighting around the walls
of Lanka town, for Ravana was strong and brave, and had
many devoted followers; but one by one his chiefs were cut
down and thousands of his troops destroyed, and at last the
king himself fell, wounded to death by an arrow from the
bow of Rama the avenger. With a crash like a mountain the
giant fell, and the war was ended,

Burely now the sorrows of Sita are over, but no! there
is one more trial, and this perhaps the hardest of all to bear,
before the long-suffering princess passes back into the old
happy life. Rama, when the viclory over Ravana was won,
with apparent fickleness seemed to cool down in his ardour
to see his faithful Sita, and went not near her cave, but sent
messengers to bring her to his presence. And when she
arrived he locked coldly upon her, so coldly that Sita felt
afraid and fell down at his feet and cried: ‘Alas! I
dreamed another greeting from my lord than this,’ and she
bathed his feet with her tears. But Rama, though pale and
struggling hard against his feelings at seeing her thus, still
put her from him. ‘There is no beauty to be compared to
thine in the three worlds!’ he said. ‘Wouldst thou have me
think Ravana was dead to all these charms and kept thee
prisoner merely out of hate to me, Nay, though thy heart
be innocent, his love has tainted thee.’ Poor Sita!

‘Struck down with overwhelming shame,

She shrank within her trembling frame,
. Each word of Rama’'s like a dart

Had pierced the lady to the heart :

And from her sweet eyes unrestrained

The torrent of her sorrows rained.

Her weeping eyes at length she dried,
And thus 'mid choking sobs replied :
“Canst thou, a high-born prince, dismiss
A high-born dame with speech like this?
Such words befit the meanest hind,

Not princely birth and generous mind.
By all my virtuous life T swear

I am not what thy words declare,

It some are faithless, wilt thou find

No love and truth in womankind ?-
Doubt others if thou wilt, but own

The truth which all my life has shown,
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‘%1Is all forgotten—all 7 my birth,

Named Janak’s child, from fostering earth ?
That day of triumph when, a maid,

My trembling hand in thine I laid?

My meek obedience to thy will,

My faithful love, through joy and ill,
That never failed at duty’s call—

O king! is all forgotten—all 7"’

Then wilh sad dignity Sita turned to Lakshman and said :
‘In thine eyes I see pity and trust in me. DBuild me a funeral-
pyre, brother; since I am tainted in Rama's sight, it is time
that I should die.' Indignantly Lakshman collected a vast
pile of boughs and frunks of trees scatiered about the field.
‘When he sees his innocent Sitn ascend the pyre, Rama's
heart will relent,” he thought. But the prince relented not,
and even when he saw the sacred fire spring up around his
wife he gave no sign nor spoke one pitying word. And when
Sugriva and Hanuman and others rushed forward to drag the
faithful lady from the pyre, Rama with a gesture of command
waved them back.

‘Agni, god of purity and light!' prayed Sita amid the
flames, ‘if I am true and clean and bright of soul as thou,
then prove my innocence to my husband and all this host.’
A golden flame, smokeless and of clear radiance as the sun,
swam round her. Then from the midst sprang Agni, the
resplendent god, who, bearing the princess from the pyre,
placed her in Rama’s arms. Then was broken up the hero's
forced restraint. ‘I hold thee!' he cried, ‘my own—my
love!' and wept for joy. Sita, lying on his breast, asked:
‘Yet thou didst doubt me, Rama?' He answered, ‘Nay, or
I had not trusted thee to the pure God of Firel But it was
needful there should be no speck on thy soul's whiteness: for
thy own sake first, then for the sake of all these here—that
they might learn that where reverence is not there is no true
love, and that loveliness of outward form cannot make vice
more tolerable.'

And what shall we more say? Rama and Sita, the years
of their banishment heing over, returned to their home and to
the high position to which they were called, and as they had
displayed patience in affliction, so did they show moderation
in prosperity. And God blessed them and made them a
blessing. ;

Note.—The foregoing is a compilation, with alterations and
additions, from Frederika Richardson’s ‘Iliad of the East.'—J.JP.



CHAPTER II.

DEATUPALI

Drateant was the younger of boro children bhorn to Draupada,
King of Panchala, the modern Rohilkhand, Dhrishba-dyamna
was the name of her brother, and the boy and girl were
brought up earsfully and tenderly at thair father's court.

Draupadi is daseribed as vary beautiful, and we, parhaps,
conld nob do beblor than quote. from the Mahabharaby on this
point, s0 as o give an iden of the siandpoint from which tha
people of Indin regard beauty. We read: ' Blest with great
good forlune, she was exceedingly handsome, Her com-
r]ui:m. wis dark, her eyes were black and large as lotus-
eaves, and her locks wera blue and aurly, Har nails wera
beautifully eonvex, and bright as burnished copper; her eye-
brows were fair, and her bosom waz deep. r hady emit-
fad a fragrance as that of a blue lotus, perceivable from a
distance of full two miles. Her beauly, indeed, was such
that she had no equal on earth, and ghe resembled a varitabla
daughtar of the calestiala.’

As was Lo be expested, sech o lovely maiden as I}mup;u:li
wis eagorly sought in marriage, and vory early in her lifo—
as is the costom in Indip—her {ather began to look round for
a suifabla pariner for her. Such an important matter, how-
over, wos vory difficull to selile, and it was finally decided
that o sweayamwara should be held at which the young
lady Id select a hushand for herself amongst her
numergus suitors. The lerm swweyammwara literally means
'own choice "; but az the Iair maiden generally, if nol invari-
ahly, choea the warrior who most distinguished himself in the
athlatio sports held en the oceasion, it came et Inst to signify
& tournament.

King Draupade, when the date of the swayarbera was
fized, caused a very sifl bow o be mode which only & mighty
man of valour would be able fo band, and *eresting some
machinary in tha sky,' he set above il o mark,' and sent &
proclamation far and wide to the effect: ' He who will string
thiz bow and with thess well-ndorned arrows will shoot the
mark abeve the maching shall oblain my doughter.’

‘H. C. Dutt, takes the target to be a flsh in a glass globe,
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And in responga o this proclomution kings and princes
from olher lands and siates fiocked to Panchala, Wars
warmly racaived and hospilebly entertained by the king. For
their use was set asida a number of seven-sioried paloces
made of murble and beautifully furnished. 'The windows
of thasa mansions were coversd with nelwork of gold, and
the walls wora sab with diamonds and precious stones, and
tha staircases wers aasy of asaent, and the floors wers coverad
with costly carpets und clebhs, And eoch palece had &
hundred doors wida enough fo admit o crowd of persoms”

When (he long-looked-for day for the grand tournament
prrived, the kings, nnd princes, and Brohming, ond illoeslri-
pus saints (some of whom woers going o laka part in the
games of skill and strengll, and others to be speclalars),
could be eeen wending their way o the vast nmphitheatro
which had been ar on o laval plain lo the north-easl of
tha :ﬂgll-u]. *This nmphitheatre was enclossd on all sidas
with high walls and n moab with arched docrways here and
thers, and it was shaded by & canopy of various colours., It
resnunded also with the notes of thousands of trompats, and
was exentad with the black aloe and sprinkled all over with
water mixed with sandal-paste, snd wos odorned with
garlands of Aowers.'

Al the nppointed hour the fair Dranpadi arrived, richly
pitired and adorned with many o precious jewel, and bearin
in her hond o golden dish; and amidst tha plandits of tans o
thousands of spectators she took her seal on a thrane that had
been specially preparsd for the oceasion. And surpassing
lovely did she look as she howed her acknowledgments with a
smile and o blush. And when all was sbill, hor royal brothar
Dhrishta-dyamna arosa, and sdvancing te Draupadi, took
hold of her hand angd announcad with a voies 'loud and deep
as that of the kellledrum ': ‘Hear, ye assembled kings and
princes; this is the bovw, that is the mark, and these ars the
prrows!  Shool the mark through the orifloe of the machine
by means of these five sharpened arrows. Truly do I say
that ha who, posssssed of linsage, besuly of peraon, and
slrongth, achieveth this greal feal, shall obiain Loday this
my sister as his wife." And having thus spoken Dhrishia-
dyamna sat down,
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Thereupon, it is recorded, the assembled princes afflicted
with the shafts of the god of the flowery bow, and with hearts
utterly lost in the contemplation of Draupadi, descended into
the amphitheatre, and assayed the herculean task.

¢ As one by one the princes try

The appointed feat of archery

To prove their skill, the crowds huzza,
And nearer in a circle draw.

But all their rising zest expires

At i1l success—they flag, retire.

Each suitor with his head bent low,
Eyes resting on the vase below, e
Of limpid water picturing bright

The target fish (which danced in light),
Must send through five concentric rings
An arrow guivering on its wings
Straight to its destined goal. But, lo!
Some even failed to bend the Low,

So hard the wood, so tough the string,
The archers to the ground they fling,
Thus bravely wrought by king' s, command
To try the noblest of the land.

At length the illusirious and determined Shishupata tried
with might and main to bend the bow, with the only result
of falling upon his knees on the ground. King Jarasandha,
endued with great strength and power, was also thrown, and
rose up and left the amphitheatre and returned to his
kingdom. And the great hero Salya, King of Madra, was
also defeated, and became the object of derisive laughter;

+ and thus it went on until many thousands of princes had
tried their skill. ‘ Their sirength spent, and their crowns and
garlands loosened from their persons, they began to pant for
bmf.t{?' and their ambition of winning that fair maiden was
cooled.’

But now a young man, attired as a Brahmin, appeared
on the scene and asked permission to essay the {ask. Some of
the warriors cried ‘ yes’ and some cried ‘no," while Draupadi
nodded her head pleasantly, for she liked the looks of the
bold young fellow; and he, faking Ler nod and smile as
approval, sprang forward :

fH. C. Dutt's ‘Lotus-Leaves.'

T o
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' A moment, motionless, he stood and scanned

The bow, collecting all his energy.

Next, walking round in homage, breathed a prayer
To the Supreme bestower of good gifts;

Then, fixing all his mind on Draupadi,

He grasped the ponderous weapon in his hand,
And with one vifgtomus effort braced the string.
Quickly the shafts were almed ; they flew—

The mark fell pierced,’

Then was there a loud uproar in the amphitheatre, and
thousands of spectators, especially the Brahmins, began to
wave their upper garments with joy, and flowers were thrown
upon the winner, and the musicians struck up a lively tune,
and bands and heralds began to chant in sweel tones the
praises of the hero of the day.

And Draupadi beholding her youthful and handsome
suitor approaching her, trembled with joy, and blushed and
smiled with pleasure, and gladly and lovingly put her hands
in both of his, and allowed herself fo be led away as his
affianced bride.

And who was this young man dressed as a Brahmin who
had performed such a wonderful feat? Men had suspicion
that he was no Brahmin priest, but a famous and renowned
prince who had come to Panchala in disguise; and so it turned
out on inquiry. The youthful hero was Arjuna, one of five
brothers, princes of the great house of Pandu, who were
fugitives from the hatred of their cousin Duryadhana, who
had supplanted them in the affections of King Dhrita-rashira,
of Hastinapore, and taken from them their possessions.

For some years these five princes with their mother had
been wandering about the country in disguise, and on draw-
ing near to Panchala had heard of the grand tournament, and
of the beauty of Draupadi, and Arjuna had declared that he
would try his skill and strength with the rest, and with what
success we have seen, A7

When the princely rank of Arjuna and his brethren
became known, King Draupadd and his son gave them a
hearty welcome to the city, and arrangements were proceeded
with for the celebration of the nuptials of the happy couple.
But now a difficulty-arose. When Arjuna's brothers saw the
charming bride, they all fell in love with her, and all wished

'
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tu hava her for wile, end thers seemed likely 1o be a gquarrsl
amengst thean, which, however, was amicably seftled qof
lengih by thelr mother, who actually proposed the exirg.
ordinary plan of Dreupadi becoming their common Spouss,
Now, polygumy was common encogh in the lund, bub poly:
andry seems to have been a rare thing al thot time, 5o thers
wug & greal discussion on this mabler bofore a final decision
was como lo. Tha king had to be eonsulled, snd Drahmins
and great Rishis had to be interviowed und their opinions
taken, eo that the right thing mighi ba done,

Bul when princss are detarmined Lo carry A maller
through, sound reasons can, ax a rule, be found for any course
ara resolved to lake, as wilness the enss of King Henry
VIIL of England. Wa find, therefors, that the eldest hrother
Yudhishthira had an oudience with the brides falher, who
began the sonversation hy saying, ‘Oh, ssion of tha Kuru
race, it hath bean direcled thab one man may have many
wives, but it hath nover been heard that one womay may hava
m husbands, Is this thing that iz proposad right?' Then
Yudhishihirs mentionad bwo similar anses thut he had heard
of—one a lady named Jatila, who married four aninls, and
another, a saint's daughfer, whe married ben brothars bearing
the name of Pracheta,

A learned and respectabls pscetic was alse called in—
the grant Veasa—io suppart the princes In thair suil, and he
told the following wondarful sory: The lovely Draupadi,
he said, in her farmer birth was the douehter of &n illusirious
saint, but though a very handsome m an, sho someheow did
not ablain a husband. "Grisving soraly about this, she prayed
and sagrificed 4o Mahadeva, the grant god, who ab length
appesred befors her. 'Ask thou he hoon thou desirest, fair
maid,' he exclaimed. There he said again and again,
'T degire to oblain in my next birth o husband poasessed of
evory mccomplishment, " Thou shalt have five hushands,'
ia;;in:l Mﬁadavﬁ ‘Dut [ dur;;lémni ﬂe huaba.:l:h:f’ answered

& maiden, 8 poul, smiling, replisd: * Am & gne, thou
ndﬂmnad‘ me full five times ropeating, Give me g Ausband,
bherefors it shall be givan as thoa hast asked : bleasad be thouy,’

Aftor Vyasn had dold this far-folohed glary, which, how-
ever, devoul Hindus who belisve in ‘many births' do not
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gount strange, tha matler was considered as satisfoctorily

seftled by all, and o day was fixed for lhe marriage of

Draupadi to the five stalwart brothere. When the marrlage

day arrived there came to witness the wadding all the friends”
and relatives of King Drowpeda, his ministers of stale, ancd

many Drahmins and cifizans. 'The king's palace, adormed

with that coneonrse of peopls, with its yard decked with

lotuses und lilies sealtered Lhoreon, and beputified with lines

of troope and festooned around with diamonds and precious

slones, looksd like o firroament stodded with brilliant siars,

‘Then the five princes, endued with youth and adormed
with ear-rings, aklired in o robes mnd perfumed wikth
sandnl-paste, having bathed and performed tha usoal rites of
raligion, enfered the weadding hall one afier another in duo
order und with glod Bearls.” The high priest, Dhaouneya,
having ignited the sacred fire and r:}uuhd certnin pr

wrad olarifiad butter into the blazing elememtb, and then
called Yudhishthira, the eldest brother, to slep forward.
Therenpon ha joined the hands of the bride and bridagroom,
who walked round tha sasred fire, and thus besama man and
wife. Dreupadi had to go through the same ceremony with
hl.ll the brothers, and ab the close of the service left hor father’s
OUED s v s aow s

The five princes, with their wifa and mother, now satiled
ot Panchals for the lime being, Kinatl].!ra.upada guve them o
magnificent palaca la live in, and treated tham very generously
in y olher ways. For insance, he made them a present
of one hundred chariots with golden flag-slafis, esch drawn
by four horsas with golden hridles; alzo ome hundred
elephants, also o hundred female sarvanis decked in costly
robes and ornements. And, finally, the good king honded
ovar {o the princes a lakh of colne.

As Lime went on the brothers inerensed in power, and ab
length thay falt themsalves sirong enough to negotista with
the usurper, their cousin Durypdhann, for a restoration of
their possesaions. After much trouble, matlers were finally
arranged &0 that the wanderare might relurn fo their own
land, and the kimg{gum was 10 bo divided helween the two
parties in the Stale. What o joyous return it was! The
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whola of the eitizens of Hastinapors turned oul lo weleome the
returning exiles, and for many o day thers was great fensling
and rajoicing,

e And how fared It with the genile Dravpadi?  From all
accounts, vary wall indeed. Her molher-in-law was kind g
her, and har flve husbands gimply adored her, and vied with
each olher in givin% her all that heart could wish., Naver g
eross word passed betweon the brothers on accounlb'ofl {heir
wifa, for though she loved Arjuna, who bad weon her ot tha
tournament, bost, vet gha loved Lhe others dearly, and sought
to muke them all happy.

What her hushands thonght of her iz manifest from o
:gmh which Yudhishihira, (he eldest, made onee, and it

ows nlso how the lndy L har time al home, ' Our wife,' '

he said, *is of slendar walst and hns long Aowing hair. She
retires o bed last and gets up first, and sha lookelh well after
ull, down to the cowberds and the shepherds,  She is possess-
ad of avory fccomplishmant, and is compassionata and swest
Gpecched. Huving ayes like (he lotus-leaves, and being equal
in beauty unts Lakshmi, and equal to Sros hersalf in symmetry
and grace, she is such o woman as o man muy desive for wife
in respect of gentleness of heart and wealth of beauty and
viriues,'

A few years were passad happily by tha pringes in
their own country, and Draupudi became the proud mother
of four bays, who filled the palaca with laughler, and gava
promise to (heir parents, at any rate, of growing up into fine,
slrong, brave lade,

Bul after a time the old envies ond jealonzies botween
the ¢pusins, which had, in foct, only been slumberi , broka
cut afrash, Duryadhane and his brelhren sought every
apparbunity of annoying Yudhishihira and Bis brathren, and
life becoma vary uncomfortalile and almast anbearable for all
concerned. And {he king sounld do lillle or nothing o
allay the biller animostiies of the two Jarliu, and i was with
the utmost diffienlty a semblanca peace could ba kept

een them. Ho it went on, until in on evil maoment
Yudhishihira gave his opponenis o dectded advantage, of
which they eagerly availed \hemselves to work his and his
firnily’s ruin.
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Yudhighthira and, in fact, all the princes ware invelsrala
mblers, and it was arranged by the cunning Duryadhons
ﬁnl there should be o irinl of skill between the two parlies.
S0 a gambling hall was fitled up, full two miles in lenglh and
bregdih, furnished with & hundred eolumns deoked wilh gold
and precious stones, and hoving a hundred gates of ingress
and egrese. Al the long tabls which was plazed in this hall
{ha players st and began to Throw the dies, Yudhishihira was
a skilled ployer, bot his onlagonist was on unprinei
charactor and used loaded dics, go thal, nolwithsianding the
skill of tha former, ha began to lose, Immense sums of
money were saked and lost, then followed his polaces, (hen
his furniture, then his servents, than his brothers, then him-
self, and all were won by .. . Duryadhana, and ha
monaged the mabter s0 wall that no one thoughlt he was
]r.hc;.tiug. but aseribed his success to good fortune, o good
uak. :

And now come o suggesiion which slartled the mosb
hardencd amongst them, and couzed a shudder of horror
to pass through the nssembly, It was whispered to
Ywdhishihira: ° Slake your wife Draupadi, for she is all you
have leff, and perhaps your luck will change, and you will
régain nll you have lost' And the weak-minded prince,
carried away wilh passion and with the hope of winning hack
his possessions, yiolded to the lempler, and Draopoadi was
stnkod and lost. And then, when it was too Inte, Yudhish-
thira saw how madly and sinfully he had actad, and was
beside himsoll with grief, and o also were his brothers, who
had héen painful wilnesses of the sad end shemeful deed,

But as for Duryadhana and his hrathren, they wera wild
with delight, snd ron sbout the hall shouting: ''Wa hava
wan tha beantiful Draupadi—ihs gentle, the caful
Drawpadi,' SBoon the order was given, * Dring hither the wifa
of our cousins and let her sweep. the room befors ps, and
then let ue send her fo live with our eerving-women.! Bub
when the messenger reached the apartments of the princess,
he wrs met with such dignily, and answered so calmly, that
he returned to the lmllfly, saying that * Dravpadi could nob
beliove that such folly had  been committad in Hastinapore,
and therefore refused to come,” Another messenger was sant,
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but with s similar resalt, and at length the command was
given to bring her by forcs.

Then wos seen whaob had never befare been witnessed,
even in ths most lowless doye of the kingdom : a prinocss of
tha voyal houss, and a king's dy hier, was dragged wilh
violence befora an assembly of ces and courliers to bLe
mocked and humilivted, Not for & moment howeavor, did
Draupadi lose her presence of mind, wnd when sho wos relaae.
ed from the grasp of the rufans who had drageed her in,
she stood up proud and beaudiful, and cost arcond Inoks of
anger and of scorn that cul men fo the heart Tiul her
enamies wore remarsaless, and proceeded Lo ery aloud,
"Slave!' 'Blaval’ and ofhorwise to distress mdsﬁrinm and
humilinte har; bulb so patiently and bravely did sha face gl
the contumely that was shawered upon her, that the more
noble in the assambly were lhoroughly ashamed of the pro-
ceedings, and eought to put o stop o them,

. The wicked Durpadhang ingisted, however, upon his
right !pigu on with lhe far had he not won the fair
Droupadi hefore them all in a gome of chance? She was his
lawful slave, and no one eould pluck her oul of his hands,
Bub raliaf cams happily ot the eleventh hour, and from an
unexpected quarter. Tha aged Kin, Dhrita-rashirn wis mado
acquainted with the turn events had tuken, and when he
heard of the way in which Draupadi was heing lreated, he
hurrisd to the gambling hall and callsd tha prinees to ascount
for their shameful deed, And showing true kingliness for
onog, he exerfed his authority and releasad the persecutad
lady, and promised her also any boon ehe liked to ask. And
the noble Draupadi intoreeded on behalf of har hushands,
ancl obbuined their liberly and (he rasloration of their
possesaions.

After guch a biller experience as a aon uence  of
eabling, it mighl have been expectad that Yudhishthira
and his brolhers would hava orosworn the pornicions
frmhm: but, alas! before very long we find them indulging
n the same vios, They had besn EmTu.r aorry and repontant
with regard lo the staking of thair faithfu] wifs, and when
they received her forgivensss HIGE vowed that naver again
would they play for such a prize, but shorl of that thay were
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ready to stake anylhing end everything they had. And
Duryadhana soon gave them the apportunily, the stake this
Eimath hnlﬁ:l ihe whols kingdom for one party and banishmeant
ar the other.

And agrin, ns was lo be expeeled, Yudhishihira lost,
and the brothers prepared themselves for departurs into the
descrt ns nforelime. IL was with gad hearts, howevar, thoy
brokn the news of their defead to their wife, for they konew
that sho wonld insist upon shiaring their lob. And so it
proved to be, for Draupadi, with what cheerfulness sha eould
mustar, snfd that whithor they went she would go, ond what
they suffered sho would soffer, as begome o loving and
obodiont wife. The parling with Kunil, har mother-in-lawr,
was vary tonching, for tha aged lady was greatly afilictad at
the frosh disasters which had overtaken her children; yet she
egought lo cheer and comfort Draopadi ab the last momant with
kind and genarous words of farewell. * Farewall, my love,’
she sabd—'farewell; and grieve not undely ab this grea
calamity that hath overloken thee. Thou arl familiar with
the duties of the famala sax, and thy behaviour and conduot
alao hove ever been whotl they should he, Thou art chaste
and ascomplighad, and thy qualities have adorned tha racs of
thy birkh, as also the raco into which thou hast been admilled
by marriege. Forlunete are my sons to have such a wife.
O ehild, safaly go thou blest by my prayers, and deszpair not:
E.m:l women never suffer their hearts to bo unstrong at what

inavitable.'

gomo may ihink it strange that the Pandava prinses,
warlike and brave as they wers, and having go many friends,
ghould have gquictly submitted fto tha {erms of banishmant.
Their submission sprang from their truthfulness. Thay felf
a5 man of honour that they ought o pay even their gambling
dabts, and though their hearls were hot with anger, they
naver for one moment shrank from their doom, or, as they
* epoke of i, their fafe. The exnct termy of the egreement wera
that the losers in the gume of chance should go intp exile for
twralva vears in the jungle, and thereafter live concealed for
one more year in a cify. And those conditions the princes
wera prepared o fulfil to the letier.
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The early years of their exile were felt very keenly by
Draupadi, for she had been delicately reared all her life, and
besides the hardships of the way, she was much distressed gt
what she considered to be the injustice of their lot. *‘Behold-
ing superior and well-behaved and modest persons persecuted,
while the sinful were happy, she was sorely troubled.’ But
as she thought over the matter light came in upon her soul,
and she felt that the gods had some good object in view in
thus permitting their worshippers to suffer. The thoughts of
her mind, and the words in which she expressed them, are
remarkable, and speak of high culture and deep religious
feeling. In conversation with her hushands on one occasion
she spoke as follows:

‘My beloved ones, it seems to me that God behaveth
towards His creatures like a father or mother. The supreme
Lord ordaineth everything in respect of the weal and woe,
the happiness and misery, of all His creatures even prior to
their birth. As a wooden doll is made to move its limbs by
the wirepuller, so are creatures made to work by the Lord of
all. Like space that covereth every object, God pervadeth
every creature, ordaining its weal or woe. Like a hird tied
with a string, every creature is dependent on God. Everyone
is subject to God, and none else. No one can be his own
ordainer. Like a pearl on its string or a bull held fast by
the cord passing through its nose, or a tree fallen from the
bank into the middle of the stream, every ereature followeth
the command of the Creator, because imbued with His spirit,
and because established in Him, Men go to heaven or hell
urged by God Himself,'

Then changing the conversation, the wise and learned
lady sought to stir her husbands up to action, if not at once
certainly at the end of their term of banishment, Though God
worketh in man, she said, man must also work out his own
salvation. To quote her own words: ‘This is the conelusion
of the whole matter—the person that does not act, certainly
succumbeth. O my husbands, men of action in this world
generally meet with success, The idle, however, never
achieve success. The person that is idle and lieth at his
length is ‘overcome by adversity, while he that is active and
skilful is sure to enjoy prosperity. The tiller tilleth with the
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plough the szoil, and eowath the seeds thereon. He then
gittetls sitent, for the aloods afler thal are bthe cause that will
halp the seeds lo grow info plants. But if the clouds faveur
hinn not, than i ho ncquittad of blame, for ha hotl done what
he could, Lebt us, my baloved ones, do whak we con to win
hack whal we have lost.”

But many hardships had to be endured, many dangers
to bo mel, and many diffoultiss o be overcome, before the
hour arrived for moking un effort to recover their losk possas-
giona. ‘The words of ‘the princess cheered the princes,
howover, and thoy were able W bear Lheir sullerings with
greater palionge, ond they looked forward with hopafulnese
o the fulure.

Townards the end of the twelve yewrs of axila in tha deesrt
an insidant happened which is desarving of partionlar atten-
tion. Drnupudu. whu ssumed Lo grow more beaugiful HYEE
day, was seen owerful chief of o district throligh wi
the exiles w , who fall desparately in love with her,
and ab an u uurﬂud moment he succeeded in bearing her off
from her husbands. Directly their great loss was dissovered
the princes hastaned afler (he chief lo vésowe their wife, and
& severe boitle oceurred belween the parties, resulting,
however, in the defeal of the chiaf and his people. Draupadi
wis resoutd and carvied off with great joy by Yuedhishthien
to a place of safely, while the oiher brolherz sought to
oapture the defeated chisf, wha had escaped from the field of
bettle, Long and wearisome was (he chase, bl at lenglh the

fugitive was caught, and his 1ife was spared on condilion that
in puh]lu ussemblies and in n oourts he would always
declare, ' I am the slave of the Pandavas.! After swearing to
this, ha was seeured with chains and thrust into a charlot
by Arjuna and the others, who drove off with him to the
hﬂEnlhgn where Yudhishthira and Dmmdt wara rasting

whaiting their arrival.

When Droupodi suw the caplive chie! who hod sought
o do hartharm thus humbled in the dust, all her annrll:aned
away, and she pitied him from har hanri, and pleada
her husbands (o leb him go free, And (he noble Yudhishthira
was of tha same mind. hlﬂupm their en waz told to
gland up, the chains wers taken off his limbs, and the
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following grasious words were addressed to him: ‘0 chief,
thou & free man, We emancipais thes, And yel wa
would say, shame {o thes, Thon hadst inlended to laka away
4 ludy by violanca, the wife of others, Was it not a shamgfu]
deed? But we forgive lhee, and say, depart in peace, ond
for the fubure cleave fo virtea' Thus addressed, tha chief,
oyerpowered with ehame, benl down his head, and acoepting
his pardon, silently and sorvowlully went his way,

Tha twelve years of desert wandoring same to an end, so
also did the ong extra year which hud to be spent in seclusion
in some cily, and then the prinees weclaimed: *Wo are fres
from our sath and our vow, and we will now eleim our own
from the hands of cur cousin Duryadhana,’ But i was otig
thing to cleim thair estates and anoiher thing to gel them.
Negotiations were carried on unceasingly bolween tha bwa
parties, and the exiles wera asked to relurn without insistin
on any pledge to recaive baok their hall of the kingdom, Bu
they wers not to be put of with mers offors of amity and
protsction, and in the end they sent the that they
would ha satisfied with nothing less than the restitulion of nil
their property and possessions,

Stabbern Duryadhany refused lo give up anything,
and Bo thera was nothing for il bub to havae the
matter seilled by war. Bolh parbies callad togather their
friends and alliss, and mode preparations for g prolonged
struggle. Certain rules wers mgreed 1o on bolh ides for
mitigating the horrors of tha comin bafils, and these it is
interesting {o notice, ‘There was be mo siratagem or
lreacb.g:{, but fair sland-up fighting; thore was to ha a porfect
truce hetween the combats; fugilives, suppliants, drummers,
and ohariol-drivers wers lo be treatad as non-combatants: no
combat was o Lake place withoul warning, or helween un-
equals; no third warrior was lo inlervane bebween bwo
combatants; and no fighting was to lake place during the
preliminary nbosiva thallenges.'

The lerrible war which followed was out on * the
field of the Kurua,' the plain  bebween tha swati and
Jumna, whare are Taneshawr and Paniput, a placs whors
many imporiant baitles have bean fought in the hislory of
India: but it i not our intention o dw:ﬁ upen the fratricidal

2 =l g d b
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gbruggla. If ended in the fotal defeat of the Kauravas, who
hed refusged to grant justics to their exiled sousing, The five
princes and their wife Droupadi then hostened o Hastinapora,
whera they had o most affscting intarview with the aged King
Dhrita-rashira.

Bo far, all promised well for {he conguerors, and the

fle Droupadi hoped their sorrows were now over, but,
alasl o terrible calamity bedfell them in the very hour of
victory. Draupadi's sons, who had grown into brave and
excullont young men, had been left bahind in comp, and one
of their enemies, stoaling upon them in the darkness of the
night, had slain tham all, and had carriad off their heads that
the sight of them might gratity Duryadhana, who wes dyin
on the field of baftle, But it is cheering to notica that wha
was good in the wrelched and guilly Duryadhana came to the
surfaco in his dying hours. Ho bilterly reprosched the men
who had slain the barmless youths, and exclaimed with his
last broath:  * My enmity was against the fathers, not against
these dear inmocents.'

Who can picture the grisf of poor Draupadi when the
news waa carried to her of the awiul end of her offepring!
Sha was like Rachal weeping for her children, rafusing to
be comforted besause thoy were nob.  And neither lime nor
prosperity seemed to assunge her grief. All the trials, suffer-
ings and struggles of tha past ware as nothing la this sad loss
thet had eome upon her, I was in vain her husbands 2
comforiing words—nher heart was broken, and sha | for
that placa 'whera tha wicked ceaes from troubling and tha
weary are ab reat.’

Nor ware the princas her hushands happy, though they
had now obbsined whaot thoy had desived for years, and what
had cost them sp much strife and bloodshed, For a period
of tima they ruled wisely nnd justly et Hustinopore, buf ab
length, tived of axistense, they desided that they would hand
over their !u.u%dom to others, and go forlh onge maors into tha
wildarnass, this tima to ind and enter *the eily which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.' Yudhishthira,
the eldest, took off, we are leld, ‘all his jowsls and rayal
raiment, and alothed himsalf in vestment made of the berk of
troes; and he and his four brothers threw the firs of their
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domestic eookery and sucrifices info (he Ganges and wani
fortls wilh Draupadi, their wile from the cily of Haslinapore,
followed anly by their dog.’ ’ ,

They left wmid the Inmenlabions of theic people, wha
accompanisd them as far as they might, though, ns (he stary
touchingly records, none of tham eould find it in Wheir hearfs
to eny * Rolurn,'

‘And so set forth, "midst walling of 211 folk,
und tenrs of women, weuping most to ses
The Princess Droupadi—thnt Jovely gcrlq-
Of the groat gaming—Draupadl the Bright—
Jesraaylng afost : bt she and all the five
B.a}ulm_-dngu:am thoir way lay heavenwards!

It would appenr that the wanderars tllnughl..ﬂmt. thay
could enler heavan in lhe flush, and trul{]. neeanding {o the
W‘ Yudhishihira did so enter, bub all the olhers paid the
debt of nature,

First to leava them on the heavenward mearah was the
fearless Draupadi, In grief and uslonishment Bhima asked
his eldast brother tha cause ;

“Why doth ghe f0ll? For nover all her lifs
Wrought our sweel lady oma thing wrong, I think,
Theu knowest, make us know, why hath she failed ¢
Then ¥udhishthirs snswered, J‘fu, ane thing :

She loved our brother * better thab all elgg—

Eetter than hoaven : that was her tender Bl
Pmtnlumﬂummul:ﬂmpmlwﬂut.‘

In turn each of the brolhers fall, unkil the King
Yudhishthira was laft to proceed alone, Many an affeationats
and rogretful glance he was templed fo cast behind, bub be
steadfastly resisled, and set his focs hoavenwards. And his
fuithfulnéss was rewandod by tha appearance of the god Indra,
wha appearad In o chariok of fire and invited the monarsh to
aseand, But now Yudhishihivg Iooked hack upon his fallen
loved ones, and

e i e o B
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Ha is assured that the spirils of his brothers and Draupadi
are already in heaven, and that thera he will see them, but
o him Lhe higher heneur is accorded of asconding Ii‘rm; and
in bodily form.

Whan the great king arrived, howover, in the abodes of
bliss ho saw immorlal gods and sainis and heroez, and sven
his Iate enemies on earth, but nowhers could he find his
mumu! wife and dnml.atl hrothers, and he wos not happy,

N o fe
'l'hst r!.zl.un ha it n!c‘th]:‘nlug'u this,
Or of the sorrowiul, soeme otherwhare,
Where my dear brathers mre ond Dml.mnd[
I cannot stay olsewhere | [ zee them not.

And when fold that he ought not to question ths wisdom
and juslica of tha goda, bub aught to be happy, though alons,
in the immortal delighls of heaven, he answered vehemently :

Y e King of gods
+ bul I will not live

& ]!Hlt mu without those souls T lowed,
o of the demons | let ma o
Where Bhima and brotivers are, and sha,
;E Draupadi, e seimg With the face

ter and darker fhan the khilat-bod,
And soul na sweet ag ate its odours, Lol
Where they have gone, there will T surely go.'

And the loving and brave man was pub to fhe test, Down
into the nethermost regions he was carried and shown the
horrors of hall, and there ha slacted o remain if his Joved
ones were in that spob. 1L is o skrange, woird slory, related in
tha Mahabharata at great lem with rgany beauliful and
many répulsiva details, and at last it el th the statament
that all was illusion th h which the king had gone, and
that ha would find his gra and the beautiful Draupadi in
heaven, With aager staps ha turned back, and enfering onoe
mora thal bright abode, e was weleomed with ouletretehed
grms by thab dear one who had been his true and faithful wife
on aarth.

And Draupadi, with her husbands aroand her and her
ehildran, was happy in the land of the bleat. «



CHAPTER IIT

DAMAYANTI
A Stary from the ' Mahabharata)

To Bhime, King of Vidorbba, lhe modern Derar, wha is
desoribed as ‘of terrible prowess, heroi, and wall affectad
towards his subjects, and possessed of every virlue,” there was
born ‘o jowel of a deughter and three sons pessessed of lofty
souls.”

The dovghlor's name was Damayantl, and *for beauly
and brightness, for name and grace and luck, she beeams
colobrated all over the world,” As was lo be oexpected, she
wos bhe pet of the household, and neither her fother nor her
brothers could deny her anything wpon which she had sat her
heart. ‘Whan about thirteen years of age there was presented
to this lovoely girl a hundred handmaids and femals slaves,
and ot the same kime she was robed in costly ghrments, and
upan har head, neck, arms and anldes were pleced the most
eostly and besubiful jewellery. *‘Thus Bhima's daughtar, of
faultless features, decked in every ornament, shone in the
midet of har handmaides like the luminous lightning of the
clouds. And neither among calestials nor among men was
anybody ﬂ:ﬁanﬁi of such beauly ever seen or heard of before,
And tha utiful maiden flled with gladnesa the hearts of
all.*

While Damnayanti was universally acknowladged to be
the most lovely Indy of the age, Nala, the son of Viresana, was
regardad as the moet handsome man. Naln was the king of
tho Nishadas, and is spoken of as * truth-telling, strong, well
versed in knowledge, possessed of every desirable accomplish-
ment, and the master of a mighiy army.' His only fsiling,
which mu that tima did not count a {ailing, but & virtua,
AR A P n for dioe.

The beauly and goodness of Damayanti and the grace dnd
power of Nala were topios of general eonversation, and it was
nob long before the young people heard of each olher. And,

eatadly hesring of each othar's excellenzies and virlues, it

e
fnﬂnwed that thay  fell in love. And when this mutoal
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attachment was observed by friends of both parties, everybody
was pleased, and everything was done to foster and confirm it.

As the days came and went Damayanti lost all peace of
mind on account of Nala. *And heaving frequent sighs, she
was filled with anxiety, and became melancholy and pale-
faced and lean, And with her heart possessed by the god of
Jove, she soon lost colour, and with her upturned gaze and
moods of abstraction looked like one demented. And she lost

‘all inclination for couches and seats and objects of enjoyment,

And she ceased to lie down by day or night, always weeping
with exclamations of Oh! and Alas!’

‘When things had come to this sad state with the lady,
her handmaids told the king her father about her illness,
though they did not reveal the secret that she was pining for
love of Nala, The monarch Bhima, however, had a suspicion
of the true state of the case, and, acting upon that suspicion,
he declared it was quite time Damayanti thought of marriage,
and that he would arrange for a swayamwara, or tournament,

'And the news of this event seemed to do the love-sick maiden

good, for she resolved in her heart to choose Nala for her
husband out of the suitors who should claim her hand.

The day arrived, and kings and princes from near and
far came to Damayanti's swayamwara, ‘ filling the earth with
the clatter of their cars, the roar of their elephants, and the
neighing of their horses.” ‘And that sacred assembly of kings
resembled a mountain cavern with figers. Their arms were
robust, resembling iron maces, well shaped and graceful, and
looking like five-headed snakes. And graced with beautiful
Jocks and flne noses and eyes and brows, the counitenances
of the kings shone like stars in the firmament. And when
Damayanti entered the hall, the glances of those illustrious
princee} were riveted upon her, and they longed to obtain ‘her
for wife,' y

. The maiden, however, chose Nala, by bashfully taking
hold of the hem of his garment and placing round his neck
a flordl wreath; and the other suitors departed, disappointed
and sad at heart. And after the deparfure of the kings,

- Bhima celebrated with great rejoicings the wedding of Nala

and Damayanti. i
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Afler the nuptial ceremony, the newly-married pair went
to liva ab Nishade, the capital ciby of Nala's kingdom, and
there they were very happy in each olher's sociely and lave,
and in the presperity and joy of lheir people. Two ohildren
wara horn after a lime, and their home was made bright with
the patler of liltle feel and the noise of merry child- aughter,

Nol for vary long, however, did this peace and blessedness
last, Ti will be remembersd that Nala's one weakness was a
passion for dice, und, (hough for some time afler lis marrings
ha vefrained from play, yel his fingers were constantly itchin
to throw the dics. And there cume o day when & noming
friand, but a real enemy, visited Nighada, ealled Pushknra,
and this man, ever desirous of winning the kingdom from
Nala, tempied him to play. The king resizted at firsh, but
Kali, the spirit of evil, eotering into him, he of last consented,
A day wos fixed to begin a mateh, and for months Nala
continued to throw the dise, and always with ill-sucecss, His
sorrowtul wife, seeing the evil that was in store for tham,
ventured now and then a sad remonstrance, and the Wise
sounsallors of the king exposlulated with him on his folly,
but all to no purpose. "The infatuated Nala eontinusd (o play,
and, like other deeperats gamblers, the more he lost, the more
delermined he was to go on and win back his losses,

Damaynnt, by he advice of tha prime minister. con-
venad a great council of siate, and il was then decided to
sand the lwo children away to the courl of her father at
Vidarbha, for there they would be safe from all harm,
Some urged thol the queen hersell should go, and laave here
lord to his fate; but whal lruc-hearted wife san bear fo be
sevared from her husband, though he prove b be wenk and
foolizh and caroless of her happinesa? Domayanti, tharefore,
replied that she waould never forsake Nala, hut share in hiz
threatoned adversity as she Lad shared in his prosperily.

Tha king, meanwhils, continued lo play, and, slaking his
aweals, his carments, and even his kingdom, he lost every-

ing. And the wicked Pughkara, having won 50 much,
cova b more, and said, with g laugh: ' Nala, my frisnd,
lat the play go on.' *Bul I have nothing (o stake,’ repliad the
gt‘la.ug'a Yee, thou hast: thera is thy lovely wrifa, Dampyrnti.
her.' But, low as Nala had fallan, he was not aqual
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to such an act of basaness, and without a mament's hesitation
ha answered * No," and not trusting himself to say another
word, ha laft the hall and the palace.

And new whither gshould he go, and what should he do?
By his weakness and folly his mighty kingdom had passsd
from his hands, and be was & begger in his own capilal,
Awaking to a knowledge of thig truth, tha king threw off
the princely garments he was wearing, and giving away his
groaments, he prepared to leave the iy, *And atlired in a
simple piece of clolh, his body uncovered, rencuncing all his
waalth, amidst the grief of his friendz, Naln =zt out. And
Damayonti, similarly alad, follawed him*® . . P

Coming o (he gulskirts of the city, lhe miserable kin
strove for threa daye to induce his wifa to lsave him to his
fale. Too desperale o be soothed, MNala felt the genlle
presence of Damayanti s an aggrovetion of his misery, and
instead of desiring her companionship, ha showed whera ran
the rond condueling fo her father's house. Tho sorrowiul
lady understood (he sign, bul gravely shook her head, and
said she would not—eonld not laave him, It was her wigh,
ghe told him, to soothe his weariness and eomforl him in his
sorrow, and if-he would have her go to her fother's house,
{hen he must go with her. But that was an insupportabla
iden, for Nale could not bear (o think of the anger and wrath
of Bhimna, hiz lather-in-law, when the whole sad slory was
rovealed fo him.

On the third night, in the coursa of their wanderings, tha
Iwo outeasts came to o shellered shed for travellars, and thera,
wearied with journeving, with hunger and thirst, they laid
themealves down to eleep. Damayanti was goon in & pro-
found slumber, for she waz much exhansied; but Nala, with
mind and heart distraught, could nob obimin repose.  And
reflecting on the loss of his king,c-!num. the desertion of his
friande, and the mizaries of life the woods, he resolved
o forsake his wife while she slepd, so that she might have
no cheice but to turn her steps o the home of her childhood.
If ha were away, ha argued, his tla and faithinl wife
wonld go to her father, mother and ehildren, but whila ha
remained ot her gide thare was nothing for both of them but

migary.
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In the derkness of the night the dethroned monarch nrose
from his hard bed on the fleor of the hut, and, with ons leng
look ab his wifo—beautitul still, though in rage—he lorned
to ﬁ IWH. But the deed wus nob easy o perform. While
he thought about it, it saemed comparatively easy, hut when
it eome o sotion it wos quite o different malter.

' departing, nE, he returned mgnin, ngol
D?Eﬁnd away byﬂtlhglfepb:ﬂr“ﬁ:un;—::ﬂ: by hi’l:ﬂluw n.mum back.’

Like o swing, he ossilleled belwean the cabin and Lhe
forest, but at lenglh, affer lamenting long and pitecusly, he
withdrew himsalf and depariad wilth a breaking heart,

On tha morrow, when Damayanti awoks, she had a
focling thalt something was amiss. Her H!EET hnid  heen
disturbed by dreams, whigh had lefi her thoughifel and sod,
and she was vaguely consclous thal she was aboul Lo entar
wpon a pariod of desper troubla than befora. Sha turned Lo
spenk to Nala, but found him not; and thon, the noture of the
ngw trouble rushing in upon her mind, she sfarted up and
shrisked nland in fright: ' 0 hushand | d hushand ! hasl thou
deserted me? Oh, [ am losk and undone—{righlened in this
deeolata placal Bul no, thou hast not laft ma; thou arl hiding

sell behind those shrubs! I see ihee—I sce thee, O king!

hy dost thou not reply fo me? It is eruel of thee, hushand,
that, sesing ma 2o lamenting, thon dost nol appronch and
eomfork me,  Gome to me, O my husband—eome o mel’

But Nala came nol, and Damayanti, afflictad with anguish
and burning with griaf, hegan to rush hither and thither,
And now Ihe helpless princess sprung up, and now she sank
down in stupor; now she shrank in terrer, and now ehe wept
and wailed aloud. And weeping bitterly, she wandored into
the woads, going aimlessly in search of her husbend, for she
knew no what to do. And as she was pitecusly lamenting
and shouling us best she could, * 0 hushand! O huehand |* sha
felb herself suddanly saized by a gigantio sarpent, and, giving
harsall up for lost, she called yeb louder on her absent lord o
came to her rescue. Nala heard nof, for he was far away in
the depths of the forest; but o huntsman ranging the woods,
hearing the ery for help, hureiod awim% io the spot, and was
just in time, by o cut of his sword, fo eave the lady from
death.  As ihe serpent raiesd its head and prepared o daert
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its fangs into the flesh of its vickim, down came Ihe sharp
blade upon its neck, and all danger wus posk.

Aftar this adveniurs, Damayanii sob off onee mora in
genrch of her husband, resolved ta find him or die in (ha
weonds,  And now she sima upon * 4 wod asylum of asceties,
resembling in beauty o eplestinl W ntaring their poor
dwalling-places, she found muny 1oly men wha had devoted
(homselves to & life in Wbt wilderness, thinking thus lo pleasa
{ho gods. They were “sali-denying and strich in dist, with
minds under econtrol, gnduad with holiness, some living on
water, soma on air, and some on fallen lunves, Tha{ WETa
* glad In barks of brees and deer-gkins, and were am nenkly

happy, seeking the way {o heaven.'

With these holy breihren Damayunti stayed to vest harself;
and knowing their wisdom and goodness, sho i ired of
{hem concerning her hushand wnd Smyul for thair blessing.
And thay answered her, 'O blesse and henuleous one, wo
see by ascatic power thab o futurs will bring hsppinm o
thes, nnd thal thou ahalt soon hehold thy Nala. doughler
of Bhima, thou ehalt hahiold the king, thy lord, fread from
disiress, and freed from sin, and decked with all kinds of
goms, and roling his own city, end chaatising his snemies,
find siriking terror into the heart of his foss, end gladdaning
the hearis of friends, and growned wilh avary Ilessing.
Damayanti lislenad wilh joy (o thase pmphmﬂn,gu,-u.nd
inguirod : ' When shall these things bet' Bub nothing was
revealed Lo her wilh regard to the time of returning happinees.

- Her slay at the friendl ascatics hubs cheersd Lhe good
lady, howevet, and when ERe ol forth onoe mora Lo seck her
lord she went with more hopefulness than of yora, though
ghill in fear and in great trembling. * And wuondering in

ussh of her lord, Bhima's dau hisr heheld many trees and
glmamn and delightful mountaing, and many Tivers of
wonderfal appearance. Bul the peauties of Natore had rio
oharm for Damayanti, for she pined for her hugband, and ghe

. went hither end thither calling him by name.

Procseding thus on har way, the prindass came fquite
suddanly uﬂ;nubndralmemlth with horses and alephants,
ancampad by the banks of & river. *And A& soon L6 SnE BeW
{ho caravan, the wife of Nalu lesn and pale, and with hair
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covered with duet, drew near and enlered into ite midst’
And behelding her, and nol knowing what to make of this
woman of the woods, “soma fled in fear, and some becamea
extromely anxious, and some oried aloud, and goma lnughed
at her, and some despised her.' But some falt pily for her
anid al:!'.dmaml her, srying: 'O earrawiul one, who art thou,
and |0 whom dost thou belong? and what seekest thou in thess
woods?'  And the lady answered: O lsader of (he coravan,
¥ye merchants, ye youths, ye old men and children, T am the
deughier of o king, and the daughtar-indaw of a king, and
the consort also of n king, My husband has been* ruingd and
banished, and has forsuken me, and I am seeking him if haply
I may find him,'

‘The leader of the cavavan, when he knaw the slory of
the unfortunats lady, lold her that they wers journeying ta
the capital ui&;ﬁ' the Chedis, of which Suvahu the Truthful
was ling. * 8 with us, fair Iedy,’ sald one and all; ‘it
may be at thal cily lthou wilt find thy hushand,' And hoping
against hope, Damayantl accomponied them, For some diya
the caravan journsyed withoul any mishap, but just as they
drew near their journey's end, an unfortunale enlumity over-
look them. The caravan, worn oub with toil, resalvad to halk
for @ night beside a large lake fragrant with lotuses in tha
midst of the forest. * And it cama to pass thab at the hour of
midnighl, when everyihing was hushed and slill, and the
lired fravellers had fallen aslesp, n herd of elephants going
towards a mounlain stream saw thol caravan, as alsa tha
numerois elephants bolonging to it And soeing  their
domeslioated fallows, the wild elephants rushed impetuously
&l them with the intention of killing them.' Then was thery
4 greal noise and confusion, and the merchants, awaking
from sleep, fled into the woods for refuge. But some were
sluin by the lusks, some by the trunks, and some by the laga
Eﬂlllh; elephanis. And many of the camels and horses wire

“Damayanti alarmed, like the rest, by the noise, rose up in
greal excitament, and ran in wild horror oo place of refuge,
And those of the caravan who had escapsd wnburp meb
togather near the hiding.place of tha princess to tall over tha
wvoawrrences of the night. And she heard them gaying by ong

e
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another: ‘Of what deesd of ours is this the consequence?
Burely we have [failed to worship the deities that cause
calomities or parhaps we haove w:ll.tga:'d them chief homage,
or perhaps (his evil is the result of the birde of evil omen we
sowr yeetardny. Or perhaps our slars are not propitions’ Buot
some answered : *Not g2o0; all things are right with us; our
dizaster has arisen from the pressnca in our caravan of that
manine-like woman whom we picked wp on the way, Sho
is certainly o Bakshase, If we caleh her, we should slay her
with stones, and dusl, and grass, and woeod nnd cufls.”

Hearing these wards of the angry merchants, Dam?'ﬂ.uti.
when they had retired, slipped nway unobserved, and fled
into the woods in terror and anxiety. And reprosching her-
gelf she snid:  * Alnal flaree and graat is the wraih of God on
mal Pence followeth nol in my (rack, Of what misdead is
{his lha consequence? 1 do not remember thal I ever did
even o litfle wrong to anydne in thought or word or deed.
Of what, then, is this the consequence; il must be on aseount
of the great eing I commilted fn n former life thot calamities
have befallen me, such as the loss of my hushand's kingdom,
his defaat at the hands of his kinsmen, lhiz soparation from
my lord and my son and daughtar, this unprolecied state,
my. presence in this foresl, and the disaster whith has just
popnrrad.’

Oppraesed with theze {houghts, Dumayunii progeeded on
her way, and, lo1 lownrds evening she came to the city the
marchantz hod ken of, over whish King Suvahu reigned.
*And ghe an that city clad in half a garment. And tha
citizens saw her overcoma with fear, and lean, and
mealancholy, her hair dishevelled and soiled with dust, and
maniac-like. And beholding her, tha boys of the cily from
curipsity began lo follow her,  And surrounded by them she
arrived before the palace of the king.'

From the lerruce (he quesn-mothar saw the poor and
sorrowfnl lady in the crowd, and, being lender-hearted and
kind, she seni her nursa to epeak to her, and bring her into
the palace. Now the lale of woa wae epoken into on
altentive and compassionate ear, and whon she knew all,
Buvahu's gueen wenb to consult her husband ns fo what
thould ba done, and that good man answered: " Dear wife,



4z FAMOUS WOMEN OF INDIA

accopt thiz lady to our home. Let her be thy companion, as
she i3 of the sme ago as thes' And the quesn, shesrfully
consenting, led Damayanii eway to her apariments, where o
transformation was made in the apparel of the destitule lady;
and being woll cared for in thal royal howsehold, Damayanti
guickly regained her marvellons bepuiy, though her hearl was
atill sad as she thought of her hushand.

After o tima King Bhima haard thnl his daughler was at
tha court of Suvahu, wherdupon he senl mesesngers and o
refinue to bring her back lo her home and childrmin, Arrived
there, for a time she regeined something of her wonted
happiness, but nobwithstanding the kindness of her povenis
and the affeetion of her ehildren, she soon began lo pine ngain
for her absent lopd and fo devise schemes for discovering his
wheraabouis and to bring him back to her side.

And where meanwhile was the dethroned king, and how
fared it with him? For many days he bad wandered about
the forcst, meeting with skeange and thrilling adventures, but,
surmounting all difficulties and over-coming all dengers, ha
had mada his way to the aity of Ayoedhyu, the modern Qudh,
Showing remarkable skill in tmlnﬂ'-g and driving horses, he
becama charintear to Rituparna, King of Ayodhye. And the
latter, in redurn for (he services rendersd him, impartod bo
Nola s thorough and complate knowladge of lhe secrets of
dice. Thiz meidant brings oul the imporiant fact that, from
a Hindu poink of view, Nala was not to ha blamed for
ﬁmﬁmdﬂmwn A bul{ only to he blamed because ha

n n play, Ib would appear thal fa play was
& virtua, bub to be defeated was o vﬁc.a].}p' e

Damayanti making inguiries in all directions with regurd
to her husband, was led to suspet that the King of Afnﬂhsyu‘a
skilful chariotssr was no olher than her lord, but how best
to draw him away from Ayodhyn and bring him o her
Iuther's court she could net for some time decide. At langth
her love and wit devisad a clover schems which was sure to
rusa her nhsont hushand to & sense of his rights, and lead
bim probably to meke himeslf known, And this schame was
nothing less than to canse the news to be sant to Avodhye, bul
only to ibat eity, thal Dameyanti, tha daughler of Bhima,
would hald anolher snwayemasgrs and chooss & eseond

g
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husband, a5 it seemead probabls that her "herole Nala ' was
no more.

Whan the King of Ayodhya henard this naws ha woe glad,
for he had always admired the lovely and faithiul
Damayanti, and he announced io hiz charioteer thot on the
moreow he desired fo be driven in grand stats lo Vidarbha,
to be present when the doughler of Bhima ¢hosa her sacond
husband, intimating that he had hope himself of being the
favoured one. When Maln heard {hiz news he waes almost
Beeaide himsalf with grief and roge, and yel ha falt that it wes
his own mad folly thai had led {o bhis proposed second
marringe. He Ihought within himself: ' Perhaps Damayantt
is doing this blinded by sorrow. Alasi cruel is the deed thab
the princess intends to do, having been dessived with reg;-\'d
to myeell. Ii is the nature of women to be inconstant, ut
yel my offance has been greab, and it may be she is acting
20 because she hath no longer sny love for me owing to my
saparation from her!

Thus rerzoned somewhal unkindly the dethroned king
and husband, endenvouring to throw the blame of hi= own
ghorteomings on his long-suffering and fnithiul wife, Tha
morrow came, and “with o heart torn with anguish,” Nala
mounted his seat on the King of Ayodhya's chariot and drove
furipusly to  Vidarbha. 4 anxious  and exfenl.nnt
Damuyanti was on the roof of her father's palace, and when
ghe heard the thunder of chariot wheels and the tramp of the
reslive stasds, she kngw in her hearl thai her surmises with
regerd to the aharioleer were correct, and that ehe would soon
Inak upon the form of her * Nala, the prince of men.'

Damayanti's mother was the only person in tha secrol
with vil to tha announcement of & sweysmwasre. Her
father. Bhima, knew nothing of tha stratagem to bring back
the faithless husband, 5o that when (he monarch of Ayodhya
arrived, king Bhima was puzzled lo know ihe reascn why.
and the guest and his charioleer ware squally pugelel ta find
no preparations for A marriage festival. All the pariies,
howevar, in troe Esstern fashion, belrayed no sign, but kepl
their own counsel, waiting for events 1o develop and explain
themzelves.
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Demeyantt had not faken into her culowlations the pro-
bahility of Nala being s0 offended with the announcameant of
the swayemanera as Lo kegp him incognito, but so it turned oul,
und the poor lady had no little difficulty and trouble in
bringing about & successful dénowsment. Her firel step,
when she saw that Nala would nol come to the pelace, wos
to send one of her handmaids to draw him into conversalion,
and to watch his conducl, and bring & repart, so that she
might be sure nhoul his identily, for as yeb it was litkle more
than gueeswark that the charioteer waus really her Nala,

The handmaid Kasini parformed har part with axpedition,
and brought back & marvellous story with rgsnff'[ 1o the doings
of the errant husband. 'Oh, Indy,’ she snid, ‘such o person
I have nover before ssen or hoard. Whenaver he cometh to
alow p he nover stoopeth down, bul seeing him, the
PRZEAgE ituli groweth in height so that he may pass through
il easily. And al his apﬁrmn impagsable narrow holas open
wide. Emply vessels also beeoms filled with water ab his
will, and he louches fire and is mot burnt. And I have
witnessed a greater wonder still: He look up some flowers
end began to E:lnﬂﬁ them slowly with his hands. And,
preesed by his de, tha flowers did not loss thelr originael
forms, but, on the contrary, became gayer and mors odorous
then before.’ 8o spoke the simple-minded ond creduloos
maid, eager fo pleaze her mistress, and thinking that, the
mare extraordingry she moade oot the deeds of Nala (o appear,
the more grotified Damayanti would be.

Bul the suffaring wifa paid little heed to the lales of
marvel related by the maid, and wrged her to go once meore
to the chorioteer, und (his time lo take with her bwa young
prindes and to walch narrowly how the steanger treated the
children, Damayanti hoped thal the hesri of Nala, if indead
the chariqlur was Nola, would be so moved at tha eight of
his offapring thet he would betray his identily; and so it
turned oul. Immediataly, as the moid with the children
draw near to him, he recognised the littla ones, and rang
forward and embraced them and took them up on hia?neen:
und regarding them attentively, his heari was filled with

reat soirow and he began to wesp aloud. But rvestraini
imselfl in o litlle while, be excused himself to the mai Y
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saying: ‘‘Tuke the children away! They remind me of my
gwn offspring, from whom T have been parted for some fima.
Take them away! lake them away!'

Hurrying buck to ber misiress, the maid related what
had passed, unrl_{.lnnw Damayanti fell sure that the charloteer
was nons other than har husband Nals. And being salisfied
on this point, she sought and oblained the permission of her
mother to bring mallars to a Jiminl by having o private inter.
view with the chariotesr. The order was thereupon given
{hol Maln showld enler the apurtments of his wife, and tha
fwo wers soon face to fuce. Bub bhe jealous husband even
then would nol throw off his disguise and resume his proper
character, and 1 wus only after long pleading ond working
upon his belter feelings hal Dampyanti conld convinee him
ihat the iden of & sfeond marviage had never for a momank
hesn really entertnined, bul was o *subtle wile® Lo lure hirn
to her. Then the wanderer wus subdued, and the flood-
,Eur.aa of his affeelions baing opened, he gathered his wife inlo

is nrms, and the bwo wepl and rejoiesd logether,

For o lillle time the reunited happy couple dwell ai he
courk of thelr falher, King Bhima, bul aventunlly they moved
on to heir own logt kingdom. ‘With o enr white in hue,
with sixlesn elephants, fifly horses, und six hundred infantry,’
Nulo entared the city of his birth and early triumlgnhs; and
driving up to lhe palace, he approached the usurper ushkara
and challenged him to another game al dice. " We will play
sgadn,’ ha shouted, ‘for T have earned vost wealth, - Lab
Damuyunti end all else thok 1 have be my stake, and lol the
kingdom be thy stake,' Pushkara, nothing loth,agreed to the
terms, and fha play began, and, 1ol "Nale al a single throw
won his wealih and treasure back.'

The king, influenced by Damayanti, freely forgave his
enamy, and sent him away with many rich pressnts; Thus
happily ended the misfortunes and sorrows of Nala and his
benutiful quesn, and through many long Damayanti
lived to thenk Lhe gods for an sfeclionete husband and for
dutiful children. And the paople of the land rejolced becanse
the king and quesn had recelved their own again,



CHAPTER IV
SAVITREL
A Story f;-u-m tha * Mahabharata

BavrTar was the only daughier of Aswapati, n king nmong the
Midras. Thiz king was an able and erous man, and was
boloved by his peopla more warmly than is the lot of many
sovereigns, Bul, though wirlwous and highly pious, and
conetantly ministering fo the necessziliez of Brahmine and
recaiving their blessing, the gods had not favenrad him with
offspring until Savitri wes born in his old age. And this
daughtar was given in answer {0 prayers and penances,

For eighteen long years, it i3 said, King Aswapali afflicted
himself r the manner of Indinn =ages, before he was
grantad the desira of his haart.  Various are the forms which
nusderities take, some being more severs than olhers, but the
king did not shrink even from the most painful. Some
ascetios will hang (hemsalves up by the feel, head downwards,
and remain in thet position for o long time; others will take
a vow of silance for five or ten or twenly years; others will
mullie Inn%]pjlgrlmngua to various holy shrines, ' measuring
thair " on the ground all tha way; othars will hold up
the right hand over tha head undil it has become siif and
fixed; others will elench the hand till the nails grow through
the prlm; others will sit batween four fives with the blasing
mun averhead, or stand up o the neek in waler for hours;
while others will walk round a gud wearing shoss
studded inside with sharp nafle. In . there seems fo be
ne hardship or personal cruelly ascetics will not commit in
India whan they have sat (heir hearls upon obloining sama
great blessing from the gods.

After gighteen years of self-torbore there wos born, as
we hava said, lo King Aswapali o danghier, whe was named
Savitri, after the goddess Savitrl, the wife of Brahma, With
tender solicitude wara the infant years of this child watshad
over by the thankful father and mother, and they hoped

LRSS
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their daughter would grow up io be the stey end comford
of their declining years. b

Time pessed, and e little one developed inlo a maiden
alika beguliful, wiss, and good. ‘

“In those far-off primeval days,

Fale India's & hters were not pent
In closed #enomas. On WaY

Eqvitrl ot her pleasire went
Whither she chose—and hour by hour,

With young anlons of har age,
Ehp rommed the w for frult or llower,

Or loitered In same hermltage ;
For to the Munis, gray and old,

Her presence Was ms sunshina glad :
They tought her wenders mantiold,

And gove her of the best they hpd.'*

And with o mind well stored with the wisdom of the
siges, with a body strengthened pnd developed by heallhy
recreation, and wilh a heari puriflad by prayer, Savitrl was
a princess whom the noblest prince in the land might ba
pround to moke his wife, But young mén fought shy of her,
perchones hecause she was eo ideally beautiful, and eo
evidantly suporior to all around her,

When the maiden arvived at & merris sable age, and
yel no suilor appearad on the scene, the king immu GONGATT-
@d, remambering the saying: ‘The fathar that doth not
bastow his daoghisr comelh by disgrace.’ Like a eangible
hushand, the monarch talked to his quean of the matler, and
she sel, his anxieties at rest by exhoriing him to trust the
who had |§wen tham their daughlar, to bring abont a le
matsh in their own good time:

"Savitrl may herself alect
Some day her future Jord and gulde!

Months passed, and yeb nothing occurred; when lol one
gummer morming, as tha princess went forth o wvisit a
hermitage ak some distance from har home, sha mel haal:juta_:‘

+ ora Duit's * Anclont Ballods and Legends of Hindostan' | 5
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* As to the harmitage she went,
Through smiling felds of waving corn,
She saw some youths on et intont-—
Sons of the hermits and their peers—
And one among them fall and lithe,
Royal In port, on whom the %,
Consenling, shed a grace so blithe,
Bo frank and noble, that the
Was loth to gqult that sun-brovmed face.
She locked, and locked—then gave a sigh,
And stackened suddenly her pace.
What was the meaning ? Was it love ?
Lave at first o a5 puels sing,
Is ihen no fotlon nven nbove
Is witness that the heart its king
Finds ofteni like o lightning-fash
We play, we jest, we have no gave :
hark | a thern comes no orash-—
But life, or silent, slow, despalr,
Theit & just met, Bavitri
tuhwﬂm friendly Muni's hut;

Her heart-rose had opened at last—
Openad, no fAower con ever shut.

It was with o preccoupied mind (hal the maidan racaivad
her wsual inal.mctrrm that morning from the learned Muni,
and ak its close she longed and yal hesitated 1o ask her tsacher
samathing ahont the youth outside, who had so strangely won
her regard, The sage, sesing her anxiely, and knowing by
his wisdom what troubled hov, sencouraged her to epeak.
And when sha asked the name and pedigres of the youth, a
strango, romantic story was related lo her, which, calling
Mbmpuhy. deepencd (he impression that had already
besn made upon her heard.

The young man was named Satyavan, and he was tha
only son of Dyumatzen, now o hermil in the woods. When
Sabyavan was born, however, his father wos o king and ruled
over the Salwas: .

'But, old nnd blind, enty dire
ad gathered 1o him in a s
And snatehed the scoptre from his hand'

_And thereupon the dethroned monerch, mccompanied by
hig wifa, bearing a child on her breast, had wandered away
from his tngrateful subjects and faken wup his aboda in Lhe

o e
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forasta. And the child had grown into a boy, and the boy
jmlo o man, who was known as Lhe sirong and brave and
frank Sabyuvan.

Ta this story Bavilri listenad with tears in her eyes, and
ab its eclose shae sighed, she mmi{mkmw wherafore, and
than blushed, and finally quitied sage's abode with
mingled feelings of sadness and joy. And ae she proceeded
homewards everything around her seemed more beantiful and
gave hor greatar pleasure than ol yore,

‘Bavitri's frst care was to tell
Heor mother all her feelings new ;

The gueen, her own fenrs x d
To the king's private chamber fow.
" Mow, what is i, my geatle quesn,
Tﬁ-t makes thee hurry in this wisa 1°
She told him, amiles and tears between, '
All she had heard. The ki with sighs,

Sadly replied: "1 fear me much
Whenee {5 his race, and what his creed T

Mot wing aught,
aguantro e 3 g e 1 e

Thara Tived in the neighbourhend, though he had nol been
to see the king for some time, & very wise old man, who wis
commonly believed to know everything sboul everyhody
under heaven, and for this man the king sent, so that light
might be lbrown upon the characler of the youth whom
Snvitrl desired for & hushand.

When Narad the Wise arrived, the princess ralaled o
him what she hed seen, and whal she had heard, and whal
ihe longings of her heart were at that moment. Listeni
m\;.lﬂy, the old man grew graver slill; and when Ewiﬁ
pansed, ha gpoke kindly hut firmly &s follows: ‘Ah not ah
nol my dear, it cannot hel You smush nol Shink of it.
Ghoose out Another husband' But the maiden guickly
replied :

“and why should 1T When I have glven
My heart awey, though bl in theught,
Can 1 take bagk? Forbid It, Heaven|
Tt were a deadly sin, T womtb

Amlwl'ﬁlhwld!! T kmow no crima
In or hls'
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Then the king her father interposed, snd proceadad o rek
Narad the Wiss questions abool Princa Satyavan, lo find oul,
if possible, what was objeclionable in is character or
conduah that slood in (he way of any overlures of marriage,
The firsh question was: *Is the princs snergetic, intelligont,
forgiving, and eturagecus?’ oo the answer came: "In
energy he is like unlo the sun, and in wisdom like unto
Vrihnspati; and he is brave like unto the lord of the calestinls,
and forgiving lke unio the earth hersell’ Again the kin
ﬂ“m' saying: ‘'Ie the prinoo likeral in gifls u.ng

voted to the Brohmins? Is he magnanimous and hand-
same, and lovaly o behold?” And Narad answersd: “In
benuty of porson he is like either of the twin Aswins. And
with ssnses under control, he is meek and brava and
pruthful. And with pessions in subjection, he is devoled bo
his friends and free from molics, and modest and patient.
Indeed, briefly speaking, f.l:milr that know him hest eay that
he is al eorreel in his conduct, and that honour is
firmly scatad on his brow.”

' Then whore, O Narad, ls the bar?
1t wealth be gone, and kingdom lost,
Hizs merit still remalns n slar,
Mor melis hiz lineage like the frost
For riches, worldly power, of rank
I emro not. I would have my son
Pure, wise, and brave—the Fates I thank:
1 st¢ no hindrence, no, not ong

But though neither the king nor the gueen nor Bavilei
saw eny hindrance, yet the wise man did, though he ssamed
loth to =peak of b, and it was only after repeated cmireaties
thal he revealsd the sad truth—that, looking shead, he was
ablo o see that the wise and good prince had only cne more
_gur of life to live. At this announcement the king fall back

femayed, end was much troublad in soul, knowing soarcaly
what f0 say or do. At lengih, however, he took his deughler's
hand in his, and urged her with o shaking voice to give up all
thought of E.al&rmm for a hushand. *Thou hask given no
pla:l,ie.' he said : "no blame ean atlach to thee. Forgel the
youth,
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'And think upen the dreadful curse

OF widowhood ; the vigils, fasts,
And ances ; no lfe {3 worse

an hopeless life—the while it lasts.

Day follows day in one long rownd,

Monolanows and blunk nnd drear ;
Less painful weree It o be bound

On some bleak rock, for Ju-u {o hear—
Without ona chance of g':u[-rg

The ootan's melancholy voles |
Ming be the sin, if sin there

Hut thou must meke g dl.fter:nl chodea,’

The gentle Savitel, however, declared thal though eha
was ready to bow {o tha will of her father if ha dooided she
must not marry Salyavan, yel would she marry no one else,
but remain a maid all her life Jong. Her heart and faith,
she said, had been given awny and wera hayond mmli.
"With a lfa short or long, possessed of blessings or hereft of
{hem, 1 have for onee selecled my husband, nnd twica I ghall
not select.’ And the meiden's constancy won the day.

to both,
‘I'h 'I'.hlh uwum he ]IIIII‘I'II haeard,
To glve the sanction still seemed loth,
ut Norad muni took the word,
" Bless thee, my child | "Tis not for us
To question the Almighty will;
Mlllih rluﬁ;‘,. uuhduud loom emnions,
ralp they may distiL”
AL Thhlg:e mmhrch : “Bn!:l w0 |
T sanction what my friend approves ;
All ise Lo .Hi‘n'l whom profse we awe |
child u!'ll wed the youth shu Imrm.“'

Conszent having been given, there was no delny in bringing
matiers fo n conclusion. King Aswnpall, calling {ogether
hiz priests nnd zome of his moat trusted counsellors, took his
doughler with him and slarted for (he hermitage of the
deposed and blind old King Igguma.laun and his son Bul-yu.w.n
On their arrival they found ed monarch reclini L
bed of kusa grass sprend under a sn]a trea, with his (all n.nd
handsome son in aMendance vpon him. Mulupl obeispnces
ware mada and presaniz sxehanged, and then the queslion
was ashed: | Wherefore i3 this visit?* Thuos addressed,
Aswapati told the story of his davghler’s affection for
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Satyavan, and their hope that the two might be joined in
marriage. '

The young man listened to the conversation well pleased,
for that day Savitri had lost her heart to him, he had lost his
to her. Little had he expected that events would have worked
round so favourably and so quickly, and it was with astonish-
ment, with glad surprise, that he listened to all that was
said. His father referred lo the sad fact that they were in
exile. But when that objection was overruled, another was
raised. It was asked: ‘Would it be kind or right for
Savitri to marry one who at present, ab any rale, could only
give her a hut to live in, in place of a palace to which she
had been always accustomed?' All these things, however,
had been considered, and Savitri was willing to be wherever
her husband was, only now and again she would wish to visit
her dear and honoured parents.

Every objection having. been overcome, it was decided
that very day to celebrate the nuptials. And amidst a
concourse of hermit spectators, Satyavan and Savitri, out in
the open glade, with the birds singing sweetly around, were
made man and wife, King Aswapati then bestowed suitable
robes and ornaments upon his daughter, and went back to his
city and to his palace in great joy.

Immediately on the king’s departure, Savitri threw aside
her royal robes and put off all her ornaments, and ‘clad
herself in barks, and cloths dyed in red.” And that evening—

‘To see the bride, the hermits’ wives
And daughters gathered to the huts,

Women of pure and saintly lives!
And there, beneath the betel-nuts,

Tall trees like pillars, they admire
Her beauty, and congratulate

The parents that their hearts’ desire
Had thus accorded been by Fate,

And Satyavan, their son, had found,
In exile lone, a fitting mate:

And gossips add : “ Good signs abound ;
Prosperity shall on her wait.”"’

|
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Day by day Savitri sought earnesily to do her duty in
her new life, and the Hindu chronicler tells us: 'By her
services and virtues, by her fenderness and seli-denial, and
by her agreeable offices unto all, she pleased everybody. She
gratified her mother-in-law by waiting upon her; she gratified
her father-in-law by controlling her speech; and she pleased
her husband by honeyed sayings, by skill in every kind of
work, by evenness of temper, and by her affectionate
manners,’

Thus outwardly everything went well with the young
wife, but, as is touchingly recorded, she was restless within,
for * the words spoken by Narad the Wise about her husband’s
death were present night and day in the mind of Savibri.'
And as the time drew nearer, she had more frequent recourse
to prayer to the gods. She could not well communicate her
anxiety to those about her, but she could to the gods, and
believing in their power and in the efficacy of worship, she
was somewhat comforted.

Four days before the awful hour, the poor girl, however,
became much alarmed, and in hope of propitiating the deities
and securing length of days to her hushand, she resolved to
observe what is called the Triralre vow, which meant that
she would not taste of food of any description for three days
and nights. When the other members of the household heard
of this her vow, they expostulated with her, not knowing
what her special reasons were for taking such a course; but
when she gently pleaded to be allowed to have her way, they
di(l.i' not oppose further, though they wondered much at her
action,

At length the fateful day arrived, and Savitri prayed
without ceasing for her beloved's life. She watched him
closely all the morning, but he seemed well and in good
spirits; and at noon, as he was still well, a faint hope was
horn in her heart that her prayers were answered. The
afternoon came and went, and still no change for the worse,
and the faithful wife was about to rejoice, when, lo! she
heard her husband's voice: A

“The twilight is most beautiful!
Mother, to gather fruit I go,
. And fuel—for the air is coal—
Expect me in an hour or so.”
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“He goes then,” thought Savitri; “thus,

With unseen bands, Fate draws us on
Unto the place appointed us;

We feel no outward force. Anon
We go to marriage or to death

At a determined time and place,
We are her playthings; with her breath

She blows us where she lists in space.
What is my duty ? It is clear

My husband I must follow ; so
While he collects his forest gear,

Let me permission get to go."’

Perniission was granted, though not readily, for the
parents, knowing her weak state through fasting, urged her
at first to stay at home, but seeing her determination, and
thinking there must be more in her conduct than met the
eye, they at lenglh said to her: ‘Daughter, thou arf wise
and good; follow thine own seeret impulses and wishes.'

Together then the husband and wife started for the
woods, he with his axe upon his shoulder and full of joyous
life, she with a basket in her hand, and in seeming smiles,
although her heart was racked with grief. On the way,
Satyavan spoke of the sacred rivers, and the beautiful trees
decked with flowers, and whispered to Savitri that his love
for her was like the ever-running streams, and that her beauty
would compare with the flowers of the forest. And she
listened and smiled sweetly yet sadly, for the words of Narad
the Wise mingled with the words of her husband, and she
thought how near is life to death, and how blindly men go to
their doom.

After an-hour or two the place was reached to which
they were moving, and the fruits were plucked, and the hasket
filled, and it now remained to gather the fuel they required
and refurn. Satyavan proceeded to fell branches of trees, and
then to saw them into smaller pieces to tie in bundles.
Throwing himself with heartiness into his work, he waxed
warm, then he perspired freely, and the wind blowing
through the forest, gave him a chill. And Savitri meanwhile

sat watching her lord and wondering in what form death_

would come, if it came at all,

L e B
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‘Sudden the noise is hushed—a pause—
Satyavan lets the weapon drop.
Too well Savitri knows the cause!
He feels not well, the work must stop.
A pain is in his head—a pain
Ag if he felt the cobra's fangs.
He tries to look around—in vain!
A mist before his vision hangs;
The trees whirl dizzily around
In a, fantastic fashion wild;
His throat and chest seem iron-bound,
He staggers like a sleepy child!
“My head, my head ! Savitri dear,
This pain is frightful. Let me lie
Here on the turf.”’

But his faithful wife took him to her arms and laid his
head upon her breast, and supported him as best she could.
And Satyavan whispered—

ti# Ak me, this pain! 'Tis getting dark,
I see no more. Can this be death?
What means this, gods ? Savitrl, mark,
My hands wax cold, and fails my breath.”
“It may be but a swoon!” “Ah, nol
Arrows are plercing through my heart.
Farewell, my love ! for I must go.
This—this is death.”’
.. . Now we come to mysterious incidents and utterances
. which teach us nable lessons, and so are worth recording.

.... Savitri, when her husband said: ‘This, this is death,
thought indeed that all was over with him, and holding him
fast in her arms, she waited to see what more would happen.
‘The next moment she saw a person clad in red attire, his
head decked with a diadem. And his body was of large
proportions and effulgent as the sun. And he was of a dark-
ish hue, had red eyes, carried a noose in his hand, and was
dreadful to behold. And he was standing beside Satyavan,
and was gazing steadfastly at him.! Seeing this dread stranger,
Savitri placed her husband’s head gently on the ground, and,
rising, made, with a trembling heart, a reverent oheisance.
“Who art thou,’ she said; ‘and what is thy mission?’ ‘I am
Yama,' replied the stranger; ‘and I am come in person to
take away thy husband, for his days are fun out.’ Saying
this, ‘Yama by main force pulled out of the body of
Satyavan a person of the measure of the thumb, and bound
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him with the noose he had broughi.' Then turning away,
Death proceeded in a southerly direction.
‘But when the god moved slowly on
To gain his own dominions dim—
Leaving the body there—anon
Savitri meekly followed him,
Hoping against all hope. He turned,
And looked surprised. * Go back, my child ™
Pale, pale the stars above them burned,
More weird the scene had grown and wild,
“It is not for the living—hear |—
To follow where the dead must go.
Thy duty lies before thee clear ;
‘What thou shouldst do the Shastras show,”'

But Savitri heeded him not, and answered :

‘“Where'er my hushand dear is led,
Or journeys of his own free will,
I, too, must go; though darkmess spread
Across my path, portending ill,
'Tis thus my duty I have read!
If I am wrong, oh! with me bear;
But do not bid me backward tread
My way forlorn—for I can dare
All things but that. Ah, pity me!
A woman frail, too sorely tried!
And let me, let me follow thee,
O gracious god! whate'sr betide”’

And the brave woman followed on bd'er hill and dale,
through forests and across rivers, with such persistence and
patience that Death was touched, and stopped to praise her,
and in the course of his spesch the truth was revealed that
his heart is not as hard as men have supposed it to be. Death
is not all adament, and in proof thereof he hade the weary
and long-suffering lady ask from him a boon for herself or
her friends, though not for her husband, and it would be
granted. And she asked that her hushand's sire, who had
lost his sight and fair domain, might receive both back again,
and Death said: 'It is done. And now— )

‘“Go back, my child,

The hour wears late, the wind feels eold,

The path becomes more weird and wild ;
Thy feet are torn, there’s blood, behold |

Thou feelest faint from weariness,
Oh, iry to follow me no more:

Go home, and with thy presence bless
Those who thine absence there deplore.”’
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But Savitri becoming used to the companionship of Death,
and beginning to understand that Death after all was to be

loved rather than feared, replied: ‘True,
‘%It is late,
And the strange landsecape awes my sense;
But I would fain with thee go on,
And hear thy voice so true and kind ;
The false lights that on objects shone
Have vanished, and no longer blind,
Thanks to thy simple presence. Now
I feel a fresher air around,
And see the glory of that brow
With flashing rubies fitly crowned,
“Men call thee Yama—Congueror—
Because it is against their will
They follow thee; and they.abhor
The truth which thou wouldst aye instil.
If they thy nature knew aright,
God all other gods above |
And that thou conguerest in the fight
By patience, kindness, mercy, love,
And not by devastating wyath,
They would not shrink in child-like fright
To see thy shadow on their path,
But hail thee as sick souls the light.”’

At these words Death was much pleased, and promised
another boon to Savitri, only again she was told she must
not ask for her husband's life. Thereupon she prayed that
King Aswapati might be granted other children besides her-
self, so that his family might rule over the land of Madra
for many generations. And Death said:

*“ Receive thy boon and homeward start,
s For, ah! ]Emr child, thou art not strong.”' .

But still Savitri followed the soul of her husband, until
Death, overcome with her devotion and self-sacrifice, stopped
and told her to ask yet one moere boon.

‘She took the clue, felt Death was love,
For no exception now he named,
And boldly said: “ Thou knowest, lord,
The inmost hearts and thoughts of all!
There is no need to utter word,
Upon thy mercy sole I eall,
If speech be needful to obtain
Thy grace, oh, hear a wife forlorn—
et my Satyavan live again,
" And children unto us be born,
Wise, brave, and valiant."’
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Thereupon Yama, the dispenser of justice, untied his
noose, and Savitri, having obtained her lord, went back with
joyful heart fo the spot where her husband’s body lay. And
seeing him on the ground, she approached and took hold of
him, and placed his head on her lap, as hefore the coming
of Yama. Then Satyavan regained his consciousness.

‘Here let us end. For all may guess

The blind old king received his sight,

d ruled again with gentleness

The country that was his by right;
And that Savitrl’s royal sire

Was blest with many sons—a race
Whom poets praised for martial fire,

And every peaceful gift and grace;
As for Savitri; to this day

Her name is named when couples wed ;
And to the bride the parents say,

'.‘ Be thou like her, in heart and head.)'’



CHAPTER V

FRINCESS KORUMDEVI

- Kornumpevl was the daughter of Manik Rao, the chief of the

Mohils, whose rule extended over fourteen hundred and forty

villages. It was al Aureent that this young lady was born, and

where her life was passed uneventfully for many years. Bub

in the year 1407 A.n. her commonplace but happy existence

was broken in upon by the arrival of a stranger at her father's

c}slour%l, \x;those manly form and martial fame completely won
er heart.

The stranger was a desert chief named Sadu, a man of
wonderful physical strength, and of undaunted courage. He
was the terror of the desert, carrying his raids even to the
valley of the Indus, and on the East to Nagore. Manik Rao,
of Aureent, had often heard of the exploits of this warrior,
but had never seen him; so on one occasion, when Sadu was
returning to his desert home after a foray, with a frain of
captured camels and horses, the chief of the Mohils invited
him to rest at Aureent and parfake of its hospitality. And
the invitation was accepted in the same frank spirit in which
it was given.

Princess Korumdevi, as the only daughter of Manik Rao,
was allowed pretty much to have her own way about the
palace, and she always insisted upon looking after the com-
fort of her father's guests, partly for the honour of the house,
and partly to see and to be seen. Sadu speedily attracted her
particular attention, and as she gazed upon his form and
listened to his wonderful stories of adventures and hair-
breadth escapes, she lost her heart to the gallant hero:

“She loved him for the dangers he had passed.'

There was nothing wrong in the maiden loving the
stranger-knight under ordinary circumstances, but when we
are told that Korumdevi had already plighted her troth o
another prince, her conduct on the occasion of the visit of
Sadu was scarcely what it ought to have been, and was likely
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to lead to trouble in the future. Only a little while before,
ihe Rathore of Mundore had asked for the hand of Korumdevi,
and the maiden, not dissatisfied with the person of the prince,
and pleased with the idea of marrying into such a rieh and
famous house, had told her ifather to signify her consent.
There was little or no love on the young lady's side at any
rate, but still it was deemed a suitable match, and but for the
coming to Aureent of the handsome and gallant Sadu, the
marriage would have been celebrated in due course, and the
life of Korumdeyi would have been quietly and usefully
passed in the halls of Mundore.

Now, however, the course of her existence was to be
changed, and nothing but unhappiness and misery were in
store for her and others who were associated with her by ties
of relationship or friendship. The maiden was in love—it
was love ab first sight—and it was love that would not listen
to reason, and that by the ardour of its passion would carry
all before it. For a day or two after the arrival of Sadu she
restrained herself and kept her own counsel, but was dejected
and moody, and went about her daily tasks in a dull and
spiritless way.

Manik Rao, her father, was quick to notice the difference
in the looks and conduct of Korumdevi, and colling her to
his side, asked the reason, and then the flood-gates of love
were opened and the truth wes made known. Gently did
the old man reason with her, and earnestly did he point out
to her the disgrace of breaking her present vows, but the
maiden would nof hearken. All she could say was: ‘I love!
my father, I love this Sadu with all my heart! 1 cannot
marry the Rathore Prince. I will marry the man I love)®

Next day the perplexed father revealed the truth to his
guest, who, however, already suspected it, andﬁto no slight
egree reciprocated the feelings of the princess. But stil] Sadu
was willing to depart as he had come, if the maiden would -
be content; but if she would not, he would gladly make her
his wife. Finally it was settled that the chief should return
to his own city with the spoils of war that had been accumu-
éabe_d, and wait there to hear the decision of the fair Korum-
evl,
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And her determination was not long in reaching him.
Nothing could change her resolve; she was in love, and love
so often will not reason, and notwithstanding her father's
prayers the wilful damsel broke off the engagement with the
Rathore of Mundore, thus renouncing a throne to become the
bride of a desert chief.

And in due time, the father becoming reconciled to the
step, the nuptials were solemnized ab Aureent. The dower
was splendid : ' gems of high price, vessels of gold and silver,
a golden bull, and a train of thirteen damsels of wisdom and
penetration,’

Bub now let us ses how the Rathore of Mundore viewed
the matter. A sensible man would have said, ‘Let the lady
go,’ bub the Rathore prince was of another mind. The
marriage of Korumdevi with Sadu he could not hinder, though
he would gladly have done so; but he could attempt a bold
revenge as the bride and bridgegroom returned fo the desert,
and this he was resolved to do.

When he heard that the marriage festival was over, he
gathered together four thousand of his bravest soldiers, and
planted himself in the path which the chief and his lady would
have to take. The father of the bride urged Sadu o accept
an escort of a few thousand Mohils; but he laughed and said
that his-own gallant band of seven hundred would be suffi-
cient to scatter any foe they were likely to meet.

‘And merrily went the little party on its way, fearing no
evil and suspecling no disaster. But sorrow lies near to joy,
as they were soon to find out. At Choudun their way was
blocked by the little army of the disappointed and aggrieved
lover, and they saw if they would win their way home, they
must fight. And as fighting is as the breath of their nostrils
to Rajputs, no time was lost in coming to blows.

The Rathore, however, like a gallant foe, scorned the
advantage of numbers, and a series of single combats ensued,
with all the forms of chivalry. The first to enter the list was
Jaytenga, of the kin of Sadu. He rode gallantly forward, girt
in armour, and felled a gigantic warrior of the other party to
the ground, The fray thus begun, single combats and aclions
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of equal parties followed, while the two princes stood looking
on, expressing their approval of the bravery and skill of their
followers. .

At length it was felt that the parties most keenly concern-
ed should enter the list and bring the fight to an issue. The
gallant Sadu therefore prepared himself for action, and
mounting his steed, he twice charged the Rathore's ranks,
carrying death on his lance; and after each effort the hero
returned for the applause of his bride, who beheld the battle
from her car. So the fighting continued until six hundred
of the Rathore's men had fallen, and nearly half the little band
of brave desert warriors had bitten the dust.

Determined to single out his rival, the Rathore of
Mundore, and either slay or be slain, Sadu bade the lovely
Korumdevi a tender farewell. And as he returned to the
fray the high-souled lady exhorted him to the fight, saying,
‘she would witness his deeds, and if he fell would follow
him even in death, And now fhe princes met, and after
some seconds were lost in a courteous contention, each wish-
ing to yield fo his rival the first blow, it was at length struck
by Sadu on the neck of the Rathore. With the rapidity of
lightning it was returned, and Korumdevi from afar saw the
steel descend on the head of her lover. Both princes fell pros-
trate to the earth, the Rathore in awswoon from loss of blood,
but Sadu in the agonies of death.

With the fall of the leaders the battle ceased, and there
was great mourning over the slain. And now the fair cause
of strife, the bereaved Korumdevi, drew near, and looking
upon the faee of her husband, loved him even in death, and
said she would follow him wherever he had gone. Calling for
a sword, she grasped it with one hand, then turning the sharp
edge against her own body, she severed her left arm from the
shoulder, and gave commandment that it should be conveyed
to the father of her lord away in the fastnesses of the desert,
with the message, ‘Tell him such was his daughter.’ Then
the courageous lady ordered her attendants to strike off her
right arm and carry it with her marriage jewels to the home
of her childhood.
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After these extraordinary actions Korumdevi prepared her-
self for the flames, and a funeral-pyre being erected on the
field of battle, just where her lord had fallen, she gave helself
up with him to the devouring element. Thus perished in the
days of her youth the beautiful Korumdevi of Aureent, and
her sad history has formed the engrossing topic around many
thousands of watch-fires in Rajputana from her own day even
to this.

The Rathore of Mundore did not long survive his rival.
Six months after the contest his wounds opened afresh, and
he passed quietly away. :



CHAPTER VI

SUJA BAE, PRINCESS OF BUNDI

Tue Rajpul cily of Bundi was founded in the year 1342 a.n.
by Rao Dewa, who took the Bandoo Valley from the Meenas,
and slyled the country Haravati.

The events dealt with in this story occurred at the begin-
ning of the sixteanth century, when the princes of Bundi had
consolidated their power and gained a name for determined
force of character and great bravery.

Suja Bae was the daughter of Narayandas of Bundi. Of
this prince, Tod says in his Annals and Antiguilies of
Rajasthan: ‘He was one of those undaunted Rajputs who
are absolutely strangers to fear, and it might be said of -
danger and himself, "that they were brothers whelped the
same day, and he the elder.”’ Unfortunately, however, these
gallant qualities were rendered inert from the enormous
quantity of opium he took, which would have killed most
men. One pice or halfpenny weight of opium is a common
dose for an ordinary Rajpuf, and even this quantity would
send the unitiated to eternal sleep, but Narayandas had become
such a slave to the vice that ‘he could at one time eat the
weight of seven pice' and feel very Mttle the worse for it.

The mother of Suja Bae was a daughter of the house of
Chitore, and the way in which Narayandas obtained his wife
is worth relating, The houses of Bundi and Chitore were
friendly, and had coms to some sort of agreement that in case
of need one should go to the assistance of the other. In pur-
suance of this understanding, when one year Rana Reemull
of Chitore was attacked by the Pathans of Mandu and sorely
pressed, Narayandas set out al the head of flve hundred select
troops to the relief of the cily.

On the first day’s march the chieftain of Bundi lay down
under a tree near a well to take a siesta after his usual strong
dose of opium, and while he was in that condition, with his
mouth wide open, a young wife of an oilman came lo draw
water at the well; and learning that this was Narayandas on
his way to aid the Rana of Chitore in his distress, she observed
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‘If he get no other aid than this, alas for my prince!’ A
common proverb in India is, * An opium-eater has quick ears,
though no eyes,' and the chief, though in the stupor of opium,
roused himself and roared out, ‘What is that you say,
woman?' But the woman shrank back alarmed, and the
offended prince, picking up an iron crowbar, advanced, not to
strike her with it, but to take it and twist it round her neck
until the ends met, as some evidence of his power. ‘Waear
this garland for me," he said, ‘ until I return from aiding the
Rana, unless in the interim you can find someone sfrong
enough to unbind it.’

Then Narayandas pushed on hig way to Chitore, and made
straight with his five hundred men for the tent of the general
of the besieging army, and, culting all down before him,
spread terror throughout the host, which fled in all directions,
As the morning broke, the people of Chitore had the satisfac-
tion of seeing the invaders dispersed and their friend, the
Prince of Bundi, at hand. He was received with open arms,
and for some days there were gay doings in the city in honour
of the late victory., The story of the exploit, of course, reach-
ed the ladies of the palace, and a niece of the Rana of Chitore
vowed that she would have this warrior for her husband or
die & maid. When the cavalier heard of the vow of the lady
he was nothing loth to oblige her, and the Rana giving his
consent, the nuptials were celebrated with great pomp.

And the lady thus gained as wife was the mother of Suja
Bae, the princess whose short and tragic career we would
now skefch. v

In 1534 4.p. Narayandas died, and his only son, Raja
Buja, ascended the thronme, Like his father, thig prince was
athletic in form and dauntless in soul, and, it is said, possese-
ed in an eminent degree that unerring sign of a hero, long

arms ‘reaching far below hie,_ knees.’ .
Raja Suja, to keep up the old friendship ‘with Ghitore,

~ espoused a daughter of Rana Rutna, a new prince of. that

house, And in return Suja. Bae: was given -in Tmarriage to

a Ruina. In her new. homa Suja Bae.was, happy, for

_being not only of & comely form, but also of a cheerfnl dis-
Position, she gained the heart of. her  husband. But the

happiness of the princess was fated io be of but short dura-
B
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tion, for through an act of indiscretion, rather than of
wickedness, she stirred up strife between her husband and
brother which ended in the death of the two princes.

One day Suja Bae, when her brother was on a visit to
Chitore, prepared a repast to which she invited both her
loved ones. And not only did the lady attend to the culinary
process herself, but she wailed on the princes at table, to
keep the flies away from the food, and to see that they had
everything that they desired. Unhappily, on removing the
dishes, the princess remarked, partly in fun and partly in
earnest, that ‘ her brother had devoured his share like a figer,
while her hushand had played with his like a child.,' This
was & little matter to lead to a quarrel between two men,
especially kinsmen, but Rajput honour is so thin-skinned
that the veriest trifle will wound it and set a nation in a blaze,

Rana Rutna, when he heard the observation of his wife,
looked at her in indignation, and then glanced at his brother-
in-law in anger. The latter Ewolppnohed the saying, and
thought the best thing they could do would be to regard it as
unsaid, for he was sure that his sister intended nothing dis-
respectful by it. The Rana then professed to be reconciled,
but in his heart there was still bitterness; and though he
dissembled his feelings and treated his guest with kindness
during the remainder of his stay, he was vowing all the time
that he would be revenged—ay, and that nothing less than
the life of his brother-in-law would atone for the insult he
had received. :

Suja Bae, the innocent cause of this trouble, retired to
her apartments in great grief, for knowing well the fierce
disposition and revengeful character of her husband, she
feared for the future. However, as her brother departed after
a season in safety, and her husband being as kind and atten-
tive as of yore, she began to take heart and to hope that the
seed of discord that had been sown would not bear fruif.

But Rana Rufna was only biding his time to take a full
revenge, and this he determined to do, no matter what trouble
‘was brought thereby upon his kindred or his country. Nothing
i3 more unreasoning or selfish than anger, and when a Rajput
is angry about his wounded honour he is ‘as cruel as the
grave.'
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And the enraged prince set about his revenge in a system-
atic and despicable way. When the merry Spring months
came round, he sent word to his brother-in-law that he was
coming to see him, to hunt with him on the Spring festival
in the preserves of Bundi; and Rao Suja, thinking no evil, sent
a message of welcome. ‘The scene chosen for the sport was
on the heights of Nandta, not far from the western bank of the
Chumbal, in whose glades every species of game, from the
lordly lion to the timid hare, shounded. The troops were
formed into lines, advancing through the jungles with the
customary noise and clamour, and driving before them a
promiscuous herd of tenants of the forest—lions, tigers,
hyenas, bears, every species of deer, from the enormous lion
and nilgai to the delicate antelope, with jackals, foxes, hares,
and the little wild-dog. In such an animated scene as this,
the Rajput forgets even his opium; he requires no exhilara-
tion beyond the stimulus before him, a species of petly war,
not altogether free from danger.

And it was in the midst of the confusion of this hunting
expedition that the dastard Rana of Chitore resolved fo gratify
his hatred by taking the life of his brother-in-law. The two
princes, as was customary, were placed in proximity to each
other in convenient stations where they could securely assail
the game as it passed, each having two or three confidential
servants at his side, the rest being scattered ahout the woods.
When there were very few of their followers in sight, Rana
Rutna said to a confidant, ' Now is the moment to slay the
boar!' and instantly at the signal an arrow was sped at Rao
Suja. *With an eagle’'s eye,” however, that prince saw it
coming, and turned it off with his bow. Still he had no
suspieion of foul-play, thinking that it was an accident; hut
when another arrow was aimed at him his eyes were opened.

Scarcely had the prince warded off the second arrow,
when the Rana darted at him on horseback, and cut him down
with his sword. The Rao fell, and was insensible for a
moment, but recovering himself, took his shawl and tightly
bound up the wound, and as his foe was making off he called
after him in tones of deflance. The Rana, seeing that his
brother-in-law was still alive, turned back, saying that - the
work was but half done,’ and like a coward that he was, once
more attempted to stab the wounded man.
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But now came the tarn of Rao Suja. As the arm of ihe
Rane wes raised to finish the dead of shame, il was ssized in
a dying grasp, and the assassin was d from his steed.
Toguiher e brothers fell to tha ground, the Ilana undernsath,
Rao Sujr knelt upon the breast of his foe, and with one hand
graspad his viclim by the throat, while wilh the olber he
searchod for his dagger. The daggar found, it wee plunged
inio the henert of Rann Rulng, who died without a groan.
And then Rao Suja himsslf fell back nnd expired.

The nwiul news wus corried like the wind to Bundi aml

to Chitova, and there was wpinﬁ and wailing in the Ltwo

rineely houses, IL was o uninoked for, and so dreadiul,

ﬂmb men held their breath when they hewrd of il, and women

fainted away. And tha lady fo feel it most deeply, wrg Suja

Bae, the wife of (he one prince and the sister of the other;

her grief was the more peignant because she remember-

od that but for her thoughtlazs words at & cerlain never-do-he-

forgotlen repast there might have been no quirrel and no fend
between the two men.

And now ond sad event was (o be followed by anobher,
Suja Bae had no degire Wo live, and announced that ghe would
heoome g sati. Roao Suja's wila said she aleo waould not sur-
vive her busband, So on the futal fleld of sport two funeral-
pyraa were preparad, and the broken-h Indies Iaid down
their lives Lhat they might &l emce rejoin their lords in ' the
mansiens of the sun’

Tod says that ower the place where the warriors foll
conotaphs were regred 0 commemorate their sad story, and
ona alzgo wus erecled in honour of the ill-fated Suja Nas; but
gjlﬁ. latter m;i:;a 'rmfa pinnasle of the and adds o the

abiirasgiin uly of that romantic valley, which possesses
& double charm for tha fraveller, whnwmw have tasts to
admira the seane, and patience to listen o the slory of (he
Prinepss of Bundi.'

b}
1

A
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QUEEN KURNARATH

Kunmarate was ona of the six or saven wives of Rana Sanga,
who on the death of his hrothers Jeimal and Prithwi Raj, and
the demise of his fatber, Rone Raemul, nscended the throne
of Mewar., For many years Sanga had basn in banighment on
aeeount of the vivalry and jenlousy of his  brothers, and
ndverzity had brought out the best gualilies of the prince, 50
that when ha heeama rular of the slals ha was strong and sa}f-
relinnt, moster of himsell and of the situation.

Under this prinee Mewar reached e summit of her pros-
perity, ond was known wnd feared far und wide. Bul aftep
& long and prozperows reign Sanga'’s sun went down in dark-
noss  The Tartars, under Raber, atlacked his dominions, and
though rL[,EEn and again they were defented, trenson ob length
favourad their cause, and Aana Sanga's diminizhed army was
forced {o flod.

Tha prince ratreatsd towards tha hills of Mawar, and
announesd his Axed delermination nover fo re-onter his eapital,
Chitore, but with viclory. Had his life been spared, he mmght
have redesmed the pl ge hut treason followeed him aven in
exile, for some of his minisbers gave him poison o his food,
amd thus brought to o close 4 coreer of strange experiences, of
very greal havdships, and of no little good to his race and
counlry,

‘Banna Banga was of the middle slalurs, hut of t
mugenlar strength; fair in complexion, with unusoall mga
oyes, whith appear to be peculiar to his descendenls., He
axhibited ol his death bot the fragments of & warrior: ona oye
whs loat in the broil with his brolher Prithwi Haj, on arm in
an gobion with the Ledi King of Delhi, and he was a cripple
owing to o limb being broken by a cannon-ball, whila he
c.mmlﬁd eighty wounds from the sword or the lanos o varicns
paris of his body, A cenotaph long marked the mwhm the
fire consumed the remaoings of thia celebrotad p i )

ueen Kurnarath was the yosungest of the queens of Rano
Ea.ng?i, but the most beautiful nnd the best beloved.  And tha
love sha recaived sha ralurned, for th her husband was
net, owing %o his numerous wounds and disfiguramants, what
conld ba called & handsome man, he was bold, brave, trus, and
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tander-hearted. Kurnatath loved him for his renown, loved
him for the very wounds which spoke of his knighily deeds,
and loved him becsues he was o kind and indulgent hughand.

But her wedded lifs was shorl, all too shert for the loving

. Scarcaly were the wedding caremaonies over, when her
husband met his unexpected defeat, and his life was brought
by his own mioisters, upon whom he bad bestowed many
favours, ta an unfimely end.

A few months afler the death of the Rava, Queen
Knrnarath hore a child, who wuos named Uday Singh, and
this child, after almost a8 adventurous a youthful career as
his father, was o become ruler of Mavar.

Immediately, however, en the death of Sangu, Huba,
& san hy one of the olher wives, ascended the throns; moul
like his father, ha dotermined to meke the fiold his capital,
and commanded thiat the gates of Chitore should be lefl wide
apen, boasting that * its portals were Dalhi and Mandu.' After
five years of governmant this prince alse came Lo o violent end,

Then Bikramjil, anobher son of 3anga, becama the rular
of Mowar, but ha was ingclent, passionule, and vindielive,
and utberly ﬁurdlm of that respect which his prood nobles
rigidly axacled. Trouble followed as o consequence both at
horne and abroad. Iis nobles despised him, and on more
than one oecasion refused to obey his ordors, and the prince
had no power to enforce his sommands.

Uday Singh, the child of Queen Kurnarath, was al that
fime about six years old, and the thoughis of many ware furn-
ed lownrds him, and some proposed that he should be exalted
to the throne, and the Queen made regent, Others opposad the
schemo, however, as the rule of minors was gencrally disas-
trous amongst the Rajpuls.

While {hesa things ware being disoussed, an evenb
_happened which geve evarﬁl:mu something to do, and led to

pent changes at Mewar, Dabadur, Sulian of Guzeral, heing
formed of lhe divisions amongst the Rajputs, determined to
take advantage of them wnd revonge the disgraca of tha defeat
and-saptivity of his predecessor Mozuffer, Heinforced by the
troops of Mandu, be marched against Dikeamafit, who was
encamped in Bundi territory, and though the Rana dafendad
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himself bravely, he could nol stand againet the foe, s many
of his own suldiers dessrted him in the bour of need.

The desorkers marched struight for Chitors, and declared
{hat they hed come to defand thammg Prinoe Uday and his
mother, Quesn Kurnuruth, from their enemies. And {hough
Kurnarth upbraided them for deserting their lawlul reign-
ing prince, she was glad of their pid in the defance utlfha
capitul, which the Sultan of Guzeral had declured his inten-
tion to cuplure. v

‘There is a sanolity in the very name of Chitora,' says
Tod in his * Aajasthen,’ and traly it ssemed to be {ho nasa ab
the time of whith wa ars wriling, for as soon as it was known
{hat the ciky was in donger Rajputs from he furthest corners
of the desert focked bo its defence.  And perhaps the fact that
the besutiful Quesn Kurnarath colled for their aid bl olso
somathing to do with influencing the desigion of the chisfs
and warriore. In o very littla tima Chitors bhad o gallant
pand of defenders, enough, under ovdinary clroumstances, ta
have hald the city sgainst all assailunts,

Tha Sullan of Guzerst had brought with him, however,
a very large army, and in addition to the usual battering-
rams or calepulls he bad some flald guns, worked by
Europaan artillerisls. This is the first noties in Indian history
of the applisabion of such guns in sieges, and it was mainly
awing to thess new und novel munitions of war that the
Sultan was suceesaful in the storm of Chitare,

For meny months the eiky held aut, the Ruojpul warricrs
being ineited to wonderful deeds of wvalour by the presonce
and enoouraging words of their queen, who was tha very lifo
and scul of tho defence, sitending the deliberntions of the
ghiets, and even ol limes going forth glad in armour to show
herself on the walls and ob every poink of danger.

Bul nobwithstanding the heroic defenco mads, thy b
giagers gined ground, and when & mine was sprung &t the
* Buka rock,’ which blew up f five oubits of the amparts,
the defendars of Chitore began 1o fear for tha fala of their

oty

Wﬂul at ‘this junclure (ueen Kurnarath suggested an ex-
padient which' it wae hoped wonld bring them raliel even ab
the aleventh hour, She urged the princes, chiefs, mnd
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warriors o rally all their forcas and eontinue the defence o
lite longer, and sha would al onoe send off an express fo
Humuyon, the Emperor of Delhi, with her rakhi op bracelet,
praying for his a.u:P

Ta understand the full force of this ast wo musl eall to
mind one of the most interesting of the customs of tha Rajpnts,
From time immamorial there has existed amongel these races
o chivalrous institulion known Ig the nama of tho * Festival of
the Bracelet," Wilh regard to this, Tod says:

“The festival of the bracalet is in spring, and whatever
ity origin i is ona of the few when an inlercoures of gallantry
of the most delionts nalure is esteblishad belwoen the foir sax
and the cavaliers of Rajoslhan. Tho Rajput dame bestows
with the rakhi, tha tille of adopled brother, and while jis
ucceplance sscures Lo her all the profection of o cavaliers
sgrvante, socandal itsell never any other tia o his
devolion, He may hazard his life in her cansa and ¥il never
receiva & smils in roward; for he cannol even see the fair
object, who, s brother of her adopiion, has constituted him
her defender. But thers is o charm in the mystery of such
connection, never nndwigmd by close obseevetion, and the
layal to the fair moy well attach o value {o the Eluhlin TeOOET-
tion of being the Rakhi-bund Bas, ‘the Rracelob-bound
brother * of & prinecess,

" Tha intringic value of such pladgs i never looked to, nor
I it requisite ib should be costly, though ib varies with the
means and rank of tha donar, and mlﬁbﬂ of flock, silk, and

nngles, or gold ohains and gems. The ascoplance of tha
ﬁudga and its relurn is by the katehdi or corsel, of simpla
gilk or salin “ﬂﬁfld brocade und pesrls. In shapa or applica-
ton tbere is nothing similar in Europs, and as dofending tha
muat dalicata parl of the siructure of the fuir, i is peou arly
appropriate us an emblem of devolion, A whols provinoe has
sceompaniad the corsed,”

The Emperor Humayon when hs receivad the bracelet of
Oueen Kurnarath was in waging war aguingt raballious
vasiala; but he was so pl with the presenf, and &0 charm-
od with: the request, thal he accepled  the tithe of adopled
brother of: Kurnarath and prolector to her infant, Uday Singh,
and pledged himsell to her sarvice, *even if the damand waore
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the enstle of Rinthumbor,' the most charishad strenghold of
the emperors of Hindusthan.

Before Humayon could reash Chilore, however, though
ha ahandoned his conguest in Bengal fo redegm his pledge,
the gity had fallen. Long and nobly had the besieged defended
themsalves, but the enemy was too vigorous for them. Paint
after point of advantoge hal been caplured, and thero was no
resoures Defore the garrison bot surrender or death., And
gurrender they would not, praferring death rather than what
thay counted dishonour.

Againt recourse was had lo the expedient of crowning a
king as a eacrifice lo the dignily of the prolecting dess of
Chitore. Bagh-ji, Princa of Deoln, courled the insignia of
destruction, and was  publicly  proclaimed princa,  * The
banner of Mewar floated over him, and the golden sun [rom
its sgable fisld never shone more refulgent than when lhe
[ wie raiged amidst the shouls of har defenders avar the
hend of the son of Burajmal,”

Those proparakions of pourse meant that tha inhabitanta
of Chilora with bulb few exceplions must die, the women by
the Johier and the men by the swords of thalr enemies. An
axception was made of the guesn's son Uday Singh, whosa
Tifa it was desirable {o save for the fulure leadership of theo
nation, The lad was placed in safely, after o heart-rending
good-bye from bis mother, with Surtan, Prince of Bundi, Tha
grrrison put on thelr saffron robes, the symbols of sacrifice,
while materials for the Johur wara preparing.

There wes litlle time for elaborile nnganmiims. for a
fresh braech had been made in the walls, and the enemy wos

ring inlo the eity. Combustibles wars quickly heapad up

reservoirs, nod magazines excavaled in the rooks, wnder
whish gunpovwdar was sirewad, and now the sad sight wos
wilnessed of thirteen (housand famalas marching thair
doom. Queen Kurnarath the beawliful, the brave, and tha
goad, lad tha procession, and axhorted her maidens and the
wives and doughlors of the citizens to ba of good cheer, for it
was belter to die by the hunds of their brethren than to become

Y See, for the previous instance, *The ILife of Padmini of
Chiture.”
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the slaves and mistresses of their enemies, Thus with calm-
nass and dignity, and thinking mora of oihers than hersalf,
the gqueen wend bo the saorifice,

Immedialely the awful tragedy of saying thirtean
thousand females wus comploted, the gales of the cily were
thrown open, and Decla, the temporary Rana, ab the head of
his soldiers, rushad with a blind and impotant despair on his
fute, He ood gll thal were with him fell beneath the swords
of the hesieging army.

Whan tha Sultan of Cuzerat entered the cily, he was
appallad at the sights which mat his gaze. All around lay the
mongled hodies of the slain, whils some wara just in the last
agonias from the poniurd or poison, awaiting desth as less
drandiul than dishonour and capbivity.

Though Humayan was too late to gova the lifa of Quesn
Kurnaraih, he was in Lime (o avenge har death, Ha expelled
the foe from Chitore, und ullerly defeated the forces of the
Sultan, who flad fo tha sea-coast, and took ship fo the Ieland
of Din. And long did the Emperor mourn tho death of tho
beautiful lady who by the present of the brocalel had consti-
fuitad him her trus knight and tha dafander of her ohild,

=
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THE PRINGESS OF RUPNAGAR,

O the early days of the Princess of Rupnagar wa cau gather
nothing. Though the dunghter af a fnmous Rajpul house, 16
{g probable she would never hove hesn known beyond har
awn clan or country, exeept for o remarkable episeds whith
not only Lrought the princess to public noties; but had o
great influznee on tha evenls of the tima.

Tue Emperar Aurmngreli, unlike his predecessors
Jehangle and Shah Jehun, wus a man of unmixed Tariar
Blogd, Jehangie was the son of o Rajpulb princess of Amber,
and Shab Jehnn of o princess of ihe houso af Marwar.
Aurangzob, however, was the offspring of o Moghul dame.
And Lheve can be no doubt thet the want of consunguinity
with the Hindus was the cause of much of the oppesition he
met with during his struggle for the throne and threughout
his reign. The greal m strengih devived from the unity
of the indigenous rases with their nunﬁimrnrs was L palont
{uck, for during no similar perinﬂ wag the Empire 50 secure,
nor the Hindu race so cherished, us during the reigns of

. Jehangir und Rhah Jehan,

The politis Aorangeeb was not blind to this defechk in
himsalf, and he tried lo remelly il in his successors by taking
to wile move than one Rajput lady by whom he had childran,
And il was in ihe corrying oub of this policy of oblaining

Fajput wives that tha heroine of our story, the Princess of

Rupnagar, was brought to nobice und hecama Teimows,

Tha ts of Aurangzeb, in locking round the mEJ
houses of Rajputana for lovely Indies io transplunt to the
Emperor's harem, eaw the Princese of Rupnagar, and carry-
ing tldings of her high birth and beanly {o Aurangzeb, ibsk
monarch determined bo meke har his own. i

Without delay the Emperor send an ambassy, and n force
of two thousand , to demand the hand of the fair lndy,
and {o escorl her to his capital.

Compliance with his wishes ha considered cartain, as in
previous cases: bul he had a lady with a will of her own and
With spirit to deal with, and ha goon found out that, Emperor
tliough he wis, he sould not get everything he desired. The
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haughily Rajpulani, Lating the appressor of her race, and
ind| t at the manner in which he sought har hand, rejegt-
ed wilh disdein the proffersd allianca, and anmounced har
determination to die rather than consont lo become the wife of
Aurangreh.

But before procesding to such an extremily, she deter-
mined to fry another plan of foiling the designz of the
Emperar, and that was (o become the wi?ﬂ of o princs of her
own T,

In 1654 Nana Naj Sing mounted the throne of Mewar, and
distingulehed himsaell by one or bwo gallant explotts, maki
his name famous. And il was to this chisf of the Rajpu
ruce thad the Princess of Rupnegar turned in her hour of
nead. Juslified by beillisnk procedents, she reeslved to
entrust her conge to the chivalours Maja, ofering horself as
tho rewnrd of his protection.

Accordingly, the princoss adidressed a letter to the Rana,
which sha sond by the bands of the family priest, her precep-
tor, who deemed his offica honoured by being the messengar
of har wishes. The laller, after expressions of friendship, if
not something more, referred to the demand of Aurangieb
for her hand, about which she said in bitler scorn and anger :
‘I tha swan b be the male of the stork; & Rajputani, pure in
blond, bo be wife o the monkey-faced harbarian? * She scout-
ed the very iden, and declared her fxed resolve o inke her
lifa if not rescoed ared married by the noble Rana,

Witk foy, Rana Raj Sing received tha epietle of tha
princess, and resolved lo win the hrave lady for his bride;
and Lo seize the opportunity to throw away the scabbard and
commanecs & warfare with Aurangzeb for the fresdam of his
eauntry-and e defence of the Hindu faith.

With & chosen band of brave warrlor assaciates, tho Rana
passed the fool of the Aravalli, and appearing suddenly before
the fortress of Rupmagar, culb up the imperial guards, and
hore off the princess Lo his cupilal.  Tha lady was in raplures
4t the brave deed, and loving the handsome and chivalrous
Bajm, she gladly fulfilled her promise, ond enterad his palace,
l.f_b?r the presoribed marringe rites had been performed, ag bis
wifa, .

The anger and rage of Aurangzeb, when the news of the
abdustion was earried o him, were mora. than words can

e
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deseribe, for he not only felt the loss of the lady, bulb
shama of the circumstanees under which it had bean effectad.
His aubhority had besn scorned and his power set ol deflanee,

What occurred immediately afler this episods is unoer-
{ain, for, as ‘Tod remarks, “ the annalist of Hajpulane is bul
an indifferent chronologist" and mixzes up di ni @vents.
Howaver, it eeema pretty cecluin thal for the time the haoghty
Aurangzeb, owing o pressurs of other troubles, bed o
gwallvw the insull ond beat ns best he eould the triumphank
revilinge of the exultund lndy who had cscaped from his
grasp and besome the wife of the hero of her choice.

And whila he Emperor, who never forgol and never
forgave an insull, was waiting for the hour of refribution,
the princess and hor husband woe'e happy in each othaer's
goeiely, and wara looking after lhe welfare and happiness of
their subjects.

About this bime there ocourred ona of those awful famines
from which tha people of Indin have suffored at intervals for
centuries. This event called cub the sympathy and aclive
halp of the prineess. A desoription of the disasier in the
words of an Indian historian of tho Wme will give us & vary
olaar idea of the frightful character of an Indion famine. “For
want of water the world was in despair, and paopls went mad
with hunger. Things unknown as [ood were eatan. The
husband abundoned the wifa, tha wifs the busband; parenta
pold their children—time ineveased the evil; it spread far
and wide; evan the insecis died; they hod nothing Lo fead on.
Thousands of all ages became victims lo hunger, Thoss who
procured food to-duy abe lwice what nature required. The
wind was from ths west, a pestilential vapour. Tha con-
slallations were always visibla ab n!glhi, nor was thers a clood
in the eky by « pod thundor and lighining ware unknown.
Such portents flled mankind with drond. Rivers, lakas, and
fountrins were dried up. Men of weolih meted oul WE;:
tions of food. The minksters of religion forgob their dubies.’
Thita was no longer distinction of caste, and the Sudra and
the Brihmin were undistinguishable. Strength, wisdom,
dasts, triha were all abandoned, and food alone wos the objeet,
Froits, fdwars, avérything vegelable, oven iress, wars
ped of their bark, Lo appeass the eravings of hunget: yea,
wiiast ats puan; cities were dopopulated. The seed of families
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was logt, the fishes were extinel, und the hope of all ex-
tinguishad,”

During this tarrific pestilence, this fearful calamitly, the
princess anked the part of a  philanthropist. Thera was
enough and bo spare in the royal granaries, and the good lady
went in and out amongst the people, mintstering to their sick-
neas and supplying their wants, With sueh awilul destibu.
tion mround, ib wos nob much that she eould do; but whal she
eould do sha did, with cheerfulness and heartiness, and
breught upon her hand the blessing of him who was ready to
parish,

One means of halping ths poor was the finding amploy-
ment for them by the ercclion of the greal natiomal work
galled Lake Rajsumund, abool twenby-flve miles north of the
capital of Mewar. A small perennial slraam, named tha
Gombes, or ‘sarpentine,’ fowing from the mounising of the
Aravalli, was arrested in ils course, end confined by an
immensa embankment go ag to form a lake. Tha dam, forms
an irregutor sagment of a aivele, ambraging an axiont of near]
three miles, and encireling the woters on every side ex

the spaca bhetwesn ths north-west and north-sast pmcl:g
This barrier, which confines o sheeb of waler of great depth,
and about twenby miles in circumfereance, is antirely of whita
marhla, with a fight of steps of the sama material, throwgh-
out this exient, from the summit to the waler's edge; the
whole buttreszed by un enormous rampart of asrth.

“ Ome million ona hundred  and Afly thoussnd pounds
':tl.m-h'.u?r eontributed by the Hann, his chiefs, and opulent
subjects war expended on  thiz work, of which tha material
was from the adjacent quarries” ﬁul." 85 Tod jusily re-
marks, “magnificent, costly, and useful as it i3, it derives ita
chiefl bea from the benovolent motive to which it owes ils

hirth : o allaviats the miseries of a starving population, wnd
make Meir employment conducive to national benefit.”

In tha midsh of wars and rumours of wars it i3 plenzing
fo find Hindu royaliies thinking of, and earing for, their poor
and mizarablo subjeats.  And it is not the least olaim that the
Pringess. of Rupnagar, who had become the Rani of Mawar
hos upon our attention and regard, that she took & hmmimni
part in snggesting and sasing carried oub thal gigantic scheme
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of henevolence which remaing even Lo this day as a testimony
to her worth, and the worth of her royal husband.

Soarcaly was Mewar freed from  the dreadiul famine,
than o fresh trouble threstened the state, and alzo W olher
Hinda states; and this new troubla gave tha princess and the
Rano another opporfunily of showing the nobility of their
charnebers,

Wa rofer to tha eapitation tux called Jesspn, Aurangzeh
had heen trying for o fow years to enforce the conversion of
the Hindur to the Mohemmedan faith hy tha severest
analties, bub all his efforis had been in yoin; for fow had

the raligion of their fathers, though fire and the sword
had  desal thair towns, villages and homesteads
Aqﬁr{:&:ﬂ:uh had to acknowladge that his proselylizing had
failed.

Being in sad want of money, the Emparar devisad what
he thought o clever wiy ont of hia difficullics, and o methed
af coverimg up his fnilure, Fe delermined fo institule o
capitation tax * to halance,’ as he said, *the account batween
the bwao religions.! One hislovian characterizos this enack-
mant os &0 contrary to ell notions of sound policy, ns woll as
of the feslings of humanity, that reflection seeks the motive
with amazemeant. Many of (e paopls had nol the mesns to
pay, and cerbainly nons hed (he desive, a8 the whole thing
hinged on & gquestion of religion. To rofuse to meet the tax
mennt risk of imprisonment or death, while to moat it meant
poknowledging the supariority of Istm ovar Hinduizm.

In this dilemma the Rana of Mewar spoke oub brevely,
pulbing cournge into the hraasts of his eo-religionista, and
tanching Aurangzah and the Mohammadans o lesson of tolata-
ton.

Knowing the character of $he princess and her abilities,
{here can he litile doubt that Rann Raj 3ing was influendsd
to a great extant in the eourse he took by his sensihla and
daring wife. Aftor consalintion it wos deaided to send o latter

to Aurangueh, to expostulats with him on the imposition of

the capitation tax, and o urge him to withdeaw it " This
Tsbtar was written in a styla of guoh uneompromising dignily.
guch lofty vet stern resolve, so much of soul-stirting rebuke
mingled with a boundless and talarating bencvolence, Euch
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elevatad idens of the Divinily, with suoh pure philanthropy,
that it moy ohallonge competition with any epistolary produs-
tion of any ngs, clime, or condition.”

The Huoa in his letter referred to the wise conducl of
Jehangir and Shah Jahan, and of the prosperity of the Empire
during heir reigns, and Won controsted the pest with tha
prosent, Bpeaking very plainly o Aurangzeb, he asid:
' During your ezly’s ralgn many have been alienated from
the BEmpire, and farther loss of lereibory musi- necessurily
follow, singe devastation und aping now unlversally pravail
withoul restraint. Your subjects ara tramplad under foot,
and avary provinee of your Empire ls impoverished; depopula-
Hon spreads, and difffeulbies sccumulute.  When {ndigence has
renched the habilallon of the eoversign and his princes, whob
can be the sondition of the nobles?  As lo the soldiery, they
are in murmurs, e merclmnls complaining, the AT
medans discontentad, the Hindus dastitute, and multitudes of
people, wralched even to the want of (heir nighily meal, ara
boating heir heads, {brougheut the. day, in rage and despera-
bon.™

And then soming to the point in hand, the capitation tax,
iy Rong exclaimed : “How can the dignity of the soversign
b praservad who amplays his power in exacting heavy bribules
from, & people |hus miserably reduced? Al this junciure
it s told from east bo west that the Emperar of Hindusthan,
jealoue of the peor Hindu, will oxact a lribule,  II your
majesty places any faith in those books by distinelion ealled
Divine, you will there ba instructed thai God is tha God of
all mankind, not the God of Mobhammedans slone. The
pagan and the Mussulman are equal in His presenca. Dis-
tinztions of colour are of His ordination. 1L 15 He who gives
existence.  In your temples, to His name the voice iz raised
in petiyer: it o house of images where the bell is shaken,
still ‘He "ie’ the object of adoration. To vilify the religion or
eugtame of other man is 1o set al nought the pleasura of the
Almighly, Whin we deface a pleture we naturally inour
the resentment of the painler; and justly bas lhe.poet said,
Prdsinme not to arraign or Scrulinize the various works of
powar Divipe,” g

This-remarkahle letler, meanl W remove wrath, sarved,
however, bul o slir up the sfger of the bigoled Aurangzeb

Nam) 3T P
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mare deaply; and calling o mind the abduction of tha lovaly
Princess of Rupnagar just when she seemed to be in s
wer, the Emparor determined o declars war aguinst the

rave Aana, and after humbling him, demand possession of
the coveled prize. E

Aurangzel made preparations for the campaign on o
grand scale, His son Akber and his troops were recalled
from Bengal; Aznir from Kabul, and even Manzum from
the war in the Desoan, The preparations more resermbled
those for the conguest of a polent kingdom than the sub-
jugation of o Rajput prince of a small principality.

Hopeless as the contest seemed for Rana Raj Sing, that
chieftain resslved to defend hie guesn and his country to
the lasl, And lbe princess by her calm behaviour and in-
spirifing words roused the enthusinsm not merely of har
hushand, hut of all his people, o fever-point, and Wi
ready (o endure anything en her bebalf, and on behalf of
their fatherland.

When Aurangzob reached Mewar, snd entersd the low
countries, he found them deseried, for the inhabitanis
knowing the indefensibility of the plains, had all retired
with their effecls to the hills. City afler city wos annexed;
but tha people were nod conquered, and the Emperor had
eventually to attack them in their mountain fastnosses, And
now came the turn of the Hajputs, Troops were allowed to
advance unopposed uniil they had reached intricate gorges
ond dangerous places, whan they wers vigorously atacked,
gnd affer desperate fghling defeated and almost dest E
This recurrsd again and again, until at lengih thas ad
Empearor was compelled to retive with but a remnank of the
mighly army with which he had entered Mewar. The
imperial standard, elephanis, and slala equipage fell into
the hands of Rena Raj 8ing; and thers was rejoising decp
and Joud throughout the lenglh and breadth of Rajputuna,
This glorious victory oce in March, 1680,

The culcome was favourabls lo tha Hindus, bot nob as
favourahle as was hoped., Auwrangzcb was only defeated,
nob dethroned, and soon he was in a position io fake tha
flald in.  Not being anxious, however, Lo continue ho
L1 a, he listemed to overtures of pesce from the Rana,

a
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and the war was concluded *without assertion or relerse of
the capitalion tax.” Though nominally not  wdthdrawn,
Aurangzeb, howevar, did nob dare to collect the bax lo any
extent, Thus, though his country was lnid waste, the viclory
in the struggle really loy wilth Hana Raj Sing.

The princess throughout the devastating war remnined
with her husband, cheering him in his leoubles, and com-
forting, eonsoling and strengthening him by her love. She
cared nob thatb thoy ware driven from their home, Bhe waa
happy that she was out of the power of Aurangzeb, and with
{he man who had won her heart, In good in ovil ropork
she wus a faithful, affentionats and helpful wife. To some
exiant she felt that she was the canss of har hushand's mis-
forlunes; but sha tried fo make up for thal by giving him
the whole of her troa womanly heart. And ibe Hana never
ragratied the duy when, with a band of devotad iribesmen,
ho swooped down from the Aravalli, and ecarrisd away aa
his bride, from the soldiers of Aurangzeb, the Princess of
Rupnagar.




SULTANA REZIA

Burtana Rezia was the :Emﬁhbar of Altamish, Hing of Daolhi.
Altamish was the second Muhammedan ruler in succession
from the famons Shahabuddin, whe defeaied Pithowra, the
Hajpul, and plucked the soversigniy of India out of the
hands of the Hindus. The sarliest informaolion we have
with ragard Lo Altamish is Uhat e was the favourits son of
o great chiel in Tarlary; bul he had incurred the jealousy of
hig brothers, who siripped him one day whon eut bunting,
and teaded him away o a company of sluve-merchants who
wore passing ab the Wme, By these merchants he was sold
to o |;rin:a of Bokhara, in whosa household be rectived a
libaral aducation; but om the death of (hal prince ha was
pgoin exposad for sale, and bought by a merchant, who
carrigd him o Ghazni, the Muhammedan sapital of Goenbral
Asia.

AL Ghosni, the Emperor Mobemmed, of Ghor, heard of
the beauty nnd tnlenis of Altamizh, and desired to purchoss
him; hut the merchant, his master, agked too high o price,
and the alave was then taken back to Bokharn, as nene darved
bid againzt the king. Afler a time, however, Hutubuddin,
tha favourite general of Mohammed, obtained his soversign's

rmission (o complete the purchase, which he did for Ithr
housand pieces of silver. Allamizh was now faken into the
family of Kutub, and becoming o general favourite, oblained
his freedom, and rising ﬁﬁp by shﬂu favour, married the
daughiar of his frisnd and profac At e death of
Mohammed, Kufub was raized fo the imperial throne, and
gt the death of Kolub, his son, Arun, was by general consant
put on onae side, and Allamizh axalted to thal high dignity.

To Altamish were born many children, the mosh remark-
shle of whom was his doughter, the Princess Rezin, whose
thort but brilliant enreer we now skefch, Tha beauty of
this young lady, which she inherited from her fathor, wis
marvellpus, According (0 one writer of the period, it was
* gufficient to ripen tha corn in tha blade.” And not only was
Feeia beautiful--she was wise and  prodent  beayond  the
mijority: of her own or the slermer sex, From her futher,
who was paselonately fond of her, eha received a liberal
wifueation, &nd,was trained, not only in the usual dubies of
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womankind, hod In pelitics, end everything connected with
affuirs of stube. Her mother, the gqueen, unforfunalely, wes
a woman of sirong possions and unprineiplad habits, and
waa feared for her tyranny and cruelly, so that much of the
Eq:ud impurted by the king to his daughter was nulliffed by

a unhsalthy stmosplers of her mothar, However, notwith-
slanding all ‘adverse influences, the Pringoss Resia grow up
o thoughtful, stodions, affectionate, pure-minded muiden, her
fathar's favourile child, and the idol of tha whels court.

As Hezip approached womanhood there was completed
that wonderful and besubiful eolumn, which ie ta be found
al tha sent dey at Delhi, called (he Kulub Mingr, The
cultu lady, wo may ba sura, was présent when the lower,
amidst great rejoicings, was doeclared complets, and the pro-
bably had a hard in composing those senlences engraved on
the column, which refer in eulogistio farms to her valiend
and renowned fether. It is Dbelieved that tha Mindr was
gommencad by Kutnb, who laid the bassment story oithor
in his own honour or in honour of his generous benefactor,
Mohammed, of Ghor. The column was then raised te five
slories by Allamish, who tock great pride in the work., The
Mindr is doseribed as ‘o tapering , two hundred and
thirty-four feet and one inch high, with A hase diameter of
forty-saven feet and three inches, and sn upper diametor of
nine feel, divided into five sloriss or baleonies, and decoral-
ad with ornamental bands' From the bottom to tha top
thera s A spirnl saircase, erranged as comfortably s possi
ble for asecnt, and from the fop & magnificenl view iz in-
od of the imperial cily for miles around,

The aps Aezin would walch the progress of dhe
building of this wonderful fower with great delighi, and
whan it was fAnished she waos probably the first with the king
to maka the aseont and enjoy the view which woas loid out
before them, And on the sscond story she would read, whal
visitors mey siill read, the following insoription in praisa of
her falhar Altamish :

i “The great king; tha exalted smperor; master of the
necks of the people; the pride of the kings of Arabia and "Ajni;
God's shadow on earth; the son of the world and of faith;
rodrossor of Islam and the Musalman; the crown of kings
and princes; the spreader of justice among mankind; great

e _dulla o
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among the conguering powers; Lhe light of the people of
light; tha halp:?frum the sky; the conquerar of his anamigs;
the bright star of the firmument of sovervignty; the spreadar
of justice and merey; the rafuga of the countries of the earth;
the revealer of the glorious words of God; Abul Muzaffer
Altamish, sulian, ally of the Amir-ul-Momenia. May God
perpetuete his country and his reign, and exall his wuthority
and his prastige.”

In a.p 1226 Altamish left Delhi with o great army, with
{ha intention of reducing thoss parts of Hindusthon to thin
sonuth which had so far remained independent. Ha was com-
pletely successful in this famous expedition; but it invalv-
ol n six {Dema‘ ahesnoa from the seat of empire, and whon
the question bad bo be seitled who should administer the
affuirs of the caniral government while fhe emperor was
away, the Princess Heain wag chosen before all her hrothars,
a5 balng in every veapect the hesl fillad to discharge the
dutics of that sxalted office. When (he ampersr ingtnlled hia
daughter in the imperial throne unlil his return he spoke
the following remarkabla words to his chiel couri officials
and princss: " Know,' sgid he to his omrahs, * that the burden
of power, too heavy for my sons, though there were bwenty
af tham, is nob so for tha delicats Rezin; she has in hoer more
gpirit than they all.’

And the conduct of this lody, 49 the temporary head of
tha state, did nob disappoint the tations enlertained of
her, Though young, sho sab hersslf to her duties wilh all
seriousness, and prayed to the God of heaven for guidance,
strength and wisdom, and so well did she rule the land,
with such justice and vigour, {hal even Lthe princes, her
brothers, had to acknowledge that their father had chosen
wisely and done well, when he hed exalted thair sister over
their heads, In 1232 Allamish refurned to Delbi, and the
princess gave up the reins of sovereignly into his hands, J‘Sa;.'_c
resumed her ordinary position in the bousehold as an -
tionnte and cbedienl daughlar.

Four yoars later the emperor died, us he was about to sat
ouk ok to Mullan, and deap and lunihwas tha griaf
of his loving deughter and’ friend, With the death of
Altamish troubles began in lhe imperiel family. His son,
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Furcze, ascended the throne, bul he was & weak and wicked
prince, and was entiraly undar the contral of hia still more
wisked mother, Negleoting his duties and commilting the
government (o the hands of the queen-dowager, tha new
manarch lavighed his treasures on dancing-women, buffoons,
and musicians, and tha weakmess of the emperor and the
tyranny of the queen soon drove all ranks into  rebellion,
Afler a reign of zeven months Paroze was daposed,

Now came the quesiion, who should cceupy the imperial
throns, and al once the eyes of all wers turned on the
prinecss, and ab tho garnest solioibations of the omrahs, sha
agreed fo lheir request, and moonted the musnud as the
Bultans RMezin, Then was seen in the Enst the unusual sight
ol & woman, af a kime of groal nelional disorder, becoming
W supreme authority in the state, not secrelly, but apenly,
and with the conzant and a.ppm'l of tha nation,

Her elevalion was nol, however, altogolher unopposed.
Of two geparals faclions which had concurred in dethroning
her brothar, one was not very favourahle to the sultona,
puraly on ssntimanial grounds, nob relishing the ides of a
woman reigning over them, though they d not quastion
her wisdom and abflities. In a litile tima these gromblers
fa.r.ha'ml an army, and putling the vizier of the labe king at
ts head, morched on Delhi, and defesied fhe sullana’s forcas.
But what the fair lady could not do hy her soldiers, she was
ahle to do hy her own wits. By a word of praiss hers and
& smilo thers amongsk her enemies, sha succeeded in eowing
dissensions amongst them, and the confaderacy graduslly
dissolved, and left the individuals composing it af her murg,
Same of the most dangerous she coused to be put fo death,
but the majority she coneilinled by har nobla generosity, and
eralong quist was complately restored,

For more than bwo vears all now went wall with the
sultana in her government. Har paolitiea] address, we ses,
Had been great, and her intarnal administration did not fall
ghiork of it. 8ho appeared daily on the imperial throne in tha
usual hobil of a sultan, Bir H. Elliot sayd: * 8ha discardod
herofemala apparel and weil, wore a tonie and cap like &
man, give public audience, rnd rode on an elephant without
any milempt st concealment.' With greal earnestness and
econeciantiousness she gave harsel! up fo hor important dubies
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of 'state. Without delay she reformed the abuses which had
crept in under the last government, revised the laws, decided
suits of importance, and evinced all the gualities of a just
and able sovereign.

Nothing. so far has been said about love or thoughts of
marriage in the life of Rezia, for the simple reason that
nothing is recorded in history. We have seen that as a girl
she was very beautiful, and no doubt she had many admirers
and suitors; but to all she seems to have given the cold
shoulder, and until she had ascended the throne as sultana
we find no reference to her feelings or inclinations. Then,
however, she appears to have fallen in love with her master
of the horse, who had come to India as an Abyssinian slave.
This man was handsome and elever, and, it may be; not un-
worthy of the affections of the sultana; but the favours she
showered upon him, added to the fact of his low origin,
caused dissatisfaction amongst her nobles. It does mot
appear that anything could be brought against her fair fame,
gince her greatest breach of decorum was her allowing the
Abyssinian to lift her on to her horse. Ferishla says to the
honour of the sultana: ‘Rezia Begum was endowed with

"every virtue, and those who scrutinize her actions most
severely will find in her no fault but that she was a woman.’

And with a woman's passion she loved the handsome
Abyssinion, and purposed exalling him, when a fitting
opportunity came, to a place with her on the throne. But her
love led to her ruin, for instead of raising the object of her
affections, it resulted in her own downfall. The act which
gave her omrahs warning of her intentions, and which pro-
voked their wrath, was the exaltation of the favourite to the
office of amir-al-omara, that is, commander of commanders,
or general-in-chief.

* " °Dhe first omrah of note o revolt against the sultana was
& Turki leader called Altunia. When Rezia heard that he _
had faken the fleld, she gathered together a large force and
immediately marched against his fort of Bhatinda; but on
her way her army mutinied, and her Abyssinian lover was
seized and killed before her eyes. So grieved and angry was
the sultana, that her generals felt that for their own safety
they must seize her person, which they did at once, and,
despite her entreaties, marched off with her to Bhatinda and
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delivered her into the hands of the rebel Altunia. Hurrying
back to Dalhi, thay then raised to the throme her brother
Behram, a basa and abandoned wraleh, and to this man they
gwore allegiance, Y

The sullano's former generals little koew what they wearn
doing, however, when they deliverad thelr quesn into (he
h of Allunia. Thal brave chief was louched by Lthe mis-
fortuncs of the foir lady, and gave her her li at ones,
And still further, the warrior was so charmed with the person
and manners of the lovaly sultana, that he proposed marringe
to her,  And she, admiring his generosily respecting his
bravery, agreed fo the alllance. And well worthy of each
other ware this remarkabla couple, and thers was greal re-
joieing in the fort of Bhalinda when the nupliols wers
eolebrated,

For a lilkle bime the sultons and her consort remained
within ihe walls of the foriress, hut at langth thoy feli thet
thera wers ather calls upon them than those of love, and =0,
collecting as many soldiers us they could and erecting the
imperinl barnner, they slarted for Delhi, (o dethrone the
usurping princs.

‘Forlune, however, now deserbed o savse of Hezin, and
though her froops  foughl bravely in her servioa, their
mdversaries, united, were strong for them. If was not,
howaver, until two pitched hattles ﬁad bean fought, causing
graat destruction on bolh sides, thet the sultamn and her
aonsort were laken f|;u.-i'n|:ll|m'l. Ons would have thought that
the remembrance of the past servises of their monerch nnd
w.ﬂwaﬂﬂluun beauty would heve led her subjects to spare
hir, Life;, bub they hardened their hearts and condamned (o
gultana and her husband to death. To {be end the noble
lndy carried hersslf- bravely, ood when afler o reign of three
years and six menths her sun wenb down in darkness, tharg
were many who mournad the loss of their wise, ablé and
beautiful queen. b

T, T
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Nur Jeman, the stary of whose romaniic and eventiul life we
now skateh, wes ooe of the most beantiful and wonderful
wonen the world has knewn.,  During bwenly yoars she rulad
tha Bultan Jehangir and his mighty empire of Hindusthan with
power a& absolule s was cver exercised by Semiramis or
Gleopatrn ovar the kingdoms of Assyrie or Egypl.

“In all ages of the world women have ablracted and e
pelled, boon adored and oppressed; men have by furns been
thair tyranis mnd (beir slaves, ennobled or debassd by their
influemas, If wa examine the histories of the greatest man, or
gaek lhe real cansas of many of the most stortling chonges
that have taken place in the condoot of the world's aflairs, we
sholl find that the influence of women has hean the most
powerful agency, incessanily al work, often invisibly, and
giving only cecasional evidenos of ils exislancs by some strik-
ing eecantrielly in the revolving orbit of human events. Tha
history of the two saxes shows thab their power and influence
have been faitly balanced, and that whataver humilistion
wOman may as & race have ceeasionally sufferad fram men, has
besn more than countarbalanced by the supremacy they hove
individuelly exercised, This was the case with Nur Jehan, the
light of tha warld.”*

The enrly history of this fair lady was ne wonderful a%
her aftar-difa.  Har father was Khaja Ajass, a nalive of Weat-
ern Tartary, who left his own eouniry to push his fortune in
Hinduethan, He woas deseonded from an ancisnt and noble
i‘umjl{l fallan inte decay by varivus révolutions of forinne, Dub

unible io bastow money 'Liﬁm'l. Khaja Ainss, his parents

gave him that which was bebler than moenay—a lberal educa-

tion both of the mind and affections. When gquits & youth ha

fall in love with & beautiful malden as poor es himself, and

married her, and it waus o provide for his young wife thel he

turnsd his lf'nmlg:hts to India, the wsual resourse of ‘the nesdy
Tarlars of the north.

When Khaje Aiess sel forth on his foreign travels, hia

ions soneietad of an old horse and o very small sum of

money which be had realized from the sale of his other effests,

« '8ir BEdward Bullivan,
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His wife, who was soon to have a baby, was placed upon the
horse, while the young adventurer walked by her side. For a
time all went well, but the journey was longer than they ex-
[Pected and the expense more serious, and when their scanty
pittance of money was expended they were reduced to great
straits. For some days they subsisted upon charity, but when
they arrived at the skirts of the great solitudes which separated
Tartary from India there was no house to cover them from the
inclemency of the weather, and no hand to relieve their wants,
To return at this stage was certain misery, while to proceed
was apparent destruction.

The brave couple plunged into the desert, and there to
complete their misfortunes the wife of Aiass was prematurely
confined of a daughter, the heroine of our story. For some
hours the distressed ones remained where their child was
born, with a vain hope that travellers might pass that way
and give them relief. They were disappointed, however, for
human feet seldom tread those deserts. The sun declined,
darkness gathered quickly around, and the roaring of wild
beasts could be heard in the distance. Fearing to spend the
night where they were, Khaja Aiass placed his wife on the
horse. Now the child was lifted up, but the mother could not
carry the little one; she could not even hold herself fast on the
horse. And the father was so exhausted that he could scarce-
ly stand. A long contest ensued between humanity and neces-
sity, in which the latter prevailed, and it was agreed that the
child should be left on the highway. The infant, partly
covered with leaves for warmth was placed under a tree, and
the disconsolate parents proceeded in tears,

But the litile girl was not thus to perish. When the
parents had advanced about a mile from the place and the
eyes of the mother could no longer distinguish the solitary tree
under which they had left their daughter she gave way to
-grief, and throwing herself from the horse on the ground,
sobbed forth the heart-broken cry, ‘ My child| my child!' She
endeavoured fo raise herself with the intention of returning to
her offspring, but she fell back in a swoon. When she came
round, her husband soothed her as best he could, and, weak
and ill as he was, promised to go back for the infant.

‘When ‘Aiass arrived at the place where they had left their
child, and his eyes rested upon her, he was almost struck dead



TotaarT—

THE EMPRESS NUR JEHAN i1 |

with horror. A black snake was coiled around the baby, and
geamad to ba extending his folal jaws W devour it. The
father rushad forward, and the serpent, alarmod ot his vooi-
faration, relired into a hollow tres. 'With great thankiulness
he gathered up the girl unhurt, and hurried with her as fast
gs his wenkness would allow to the molber, The hushand
and wife folled ovar the ramarkable escape of their daughier
from death, and felt in thoir hearts and eaid to one anolher
thal evidently thare was o grest future before their child, that
she whom God had thus miraculously preserved was intonded
for some high posilion of honour and usafulnezs. Littlls, how-
gvor, did they think how high bheir daughler was to riss in
after-doys: lithle did they imagine thal she was deslined to be
Empress of lndin, and one of the most remarkable women of
the world.

From the moment of the return of their child the aireum-
stances of Alnss and his wifs improved. The unexpecled cama
lo pass. Soma other bravellers appoared on the scens and re-

‘lieved their wants, and helped them on their way to Lahore,

whers ab that time tho Emparor Akbar kepl his courh

Afass hud o distant relative smongst the emperor's re-
tainers, a man of great power and influence, and by this friend
his forlunes wera pushad.  We shall not follow his career step
by stap, as our story lies more with the life and doings of his
daughiar. Suffice it to Ll that in a little time he becama
known o the emperor, and for his diligence and ability was
raized to the command of a thousand horse. Then he wis
advanced to the position of master of the household, and his

anius being as great as his pood forluns, he was finally raised
gn tha office and Lidle of Ttmat-ul-Dowla, or high trensurer of
the empire. Thus he who had almost parished through want
in the desert became in the space of o few years the firsl sub-
jeot in India. g

Snon after their arrivel at Lahore the little girl who had
undergone such wonderful adventures in the deserl recoived
the nams of Mher-ul-Nissa, tha sun of women, on sccount of
her benuty. And as she grew into a eweal maiden of fiflsen
summers, she showad that she well deserved the fatlering
appeliation, for in beauty she excelled all the ladies of the East.
And her mind, boo, was educated with the utmost care. In
musie, in deneing, in poetry, in paicting, she had no efual
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among her sex. From her mother gsha inharited the E-mm of
her person, and from her father the groces of her mind, “8q
brilliant a jowel, even in the homely setling of paverly, could
never have excaped attanilon; but assisted by all the aaskly
gplendour helonging to the daughter of the Arst subject in the
kingdom, il was irresiglible,” )
; Many famous courtiers and warrioes, hearing of the
heauty of the 'sun of women,' desived her hand, and Aings,
her father, chose for her one whom he esteemad and lovod for
his valour and goodness of hearl. This suitor was Sher
Afghan, o young Porsian, lord of a vast jaghire in Bengal, and
the most powerful and socomplished noble of the couv) of
Akbar, ,
Knowing lillls, if anything, of her father's wishes, how.
aver, and having wishes and desires of her own, Mhar-ul-Nissy
wos napiring 1o the luve of Belim, the young hair to the (hrone,
who bacama aflerwards ths Emperor Jehangir., The impros-
gion of tha ambitions maiden was that SBelim had bul o seo
her to yicld instanl homage to the majesty of her charms, and
she wailed with conflienca for tha moment when fortuna
would favour her. The opportunily wes not long wanting,
The prince-royal one day visited her father, and slayed lata.
‘Whan the public anterlainment was over, and all, exeapt the
principal guests, had withdrawn, and wina was brought on
the table, ihe Indies, rocording o custom, ware inlroduced in
their veils. Now was the {ime for the ‘sun of women' {o
prove hor powers, ‘She sang—Selim was in raplures; she
danced—he could hardly be restrained in his place. Her
atatura, har shape, her gail had reised hie ideas of her beauty
1o the highest L;:hh' When hiz ayes ssemed (o dovour her,
shg, ns E accident, dropped her veil, and shone upon him ab
once with all her charms, The confuslon which she gould
well faign on the occasion heightenad the boauly of her face.
Her limid sye by stealth fell upon the prince, and kindled all
hig soul into love.  He was silent for the remaining part of the
evening, while she endepvoured to confirm by har wil the con-
‘fquest which the charms of har person had made.’ ’
1 Liitle did Mher-ul-Nissn know what trouble: sha. was
‘ornging upon heraslf and others by her ambition and her
lirigg arls. Sha had caplivaled Princa Salim, it is, true, nnd
eventually when he became smparor ghe was married to him,

W
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The immediate outeoms, however, of her passion for lhe
prince, and his passion for her, was to hasten the day of her
marriege with anocther. When Aisss, her father, cama ta
know of the feolings of Prince Selim, and the wishes of his
daughter, he made known the fact that he had alresdy given
away his daughter's hand to Bhor Afghan, tha Parsian, and
that the betrothal must stand. Mher-ul-Nissa pouted and’
erind, and sought to change the decision of her father, bul all
in vain; and Selim farsd no betler with his father, Akbar.
The labter, after listaning to the passionata prayer of his son
to interfere on his bahalf, sternly refused lo commit & piece of
injustice, though in {avour af the heir of his throne. The
prince retirad abushed. and the maiden, making o virtus of
nacessity, und not very unwilling either, for she greally
admired the nobleman ber father had chosen for her, was
murried to Sher Afghan.

Bher Afghan, howaver, suflered in his prospeats for life for
not having made a voluniary resignation of the ‘san of
women ' to the enamoured prince. Though Selim durst maka
no open ableck upon his forfunate rival during tha lifetime of
Akbar, yet he was able to influence court feeling againet him
and make his life unhappy. Disgusied at langih, Sher Afghan
1aft tha Emperor's court, and taking his lovely lady with him,
rolired to the provinee of Bengal and oblained from the
Subahdar of that country the superintandency of the disbrict
of Burdwan, ‘There till the death of Akbar he ramained,
spoms to have been happy in his morried life, for the * sun of
women ' was proud of her handsome and affectionale husband,
who was counted the hravest and most accomplished man of
his day. There are some who say thab all this tima Mher-ul-
Nissa was in communicalion with her former princely lover,
Salim, nnd was aware of and sympathizad with his designs on
her hushand's life, but thers is no proof of thesa charges,
Our awn opinion is that tha fair lady, {hough not forge
her princely lover, was entively failhful to hor spouss, and
mads him o good and affectionate wife. And & tie lo hind
them mare closely logether was a fair daughter, their only
ghild, born to them a few years after their union.

In 1805 a.p. Albur died, and his son Sclim ascended the
throne, assuming the high-sounding itle of Johangir, er
*eonqueror of the world.” In order that hea might have &
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favourabla omen, it is said, he placad the crown on his brow
ab the instant the sun rose ui:mva the horizon. For forty days
und nights the new Emperor kept high festival ab Agra with
& magnificencs saldom parallalad, even in the annnls of
Oriental magnificence, Whan those seones of festivily and
splendour were over, however, Jehangir seems at cnce {o have
turned his thoughts towards the love of his youth, and thg
passion for Mhar-ul-Nissa, which he had epressed from res-
pect for and fear of his father, he now allowed to return with
redoubled violence, Asg ebsglute master of Hlndu.athnn, h
thought he had o right to the °sun of women,' aven though
she was tha wifa of another, and ho sant an express lo Sher
Afghan in Bengnl, commuanding him bo the presence without
delny and o bring his wife with him. Thal nobleman ap-
peared- and waa received in open  duovhar at Delhi with
;ppmnt cordinlity, and new honours wore conferred upon

Sher Afghnn naturally open and ganerons, did nob ab first
stspect the ompercr's inlentions, thinking that time and other
beaupiies had erased the mamuﬁ of Mher-ul-Nigza from
Jehangir's mind. But he was gradually to be undeceived,
The monarch was firmly resolved {0 remove his rival, and o
pozsaes the lady whom he had ever placed firel in hiz affections,
and whom ha had nevar given up the hops of winning, Tha
means ihal he used Lo goin his ends were, os was o be feared,
ungenercus and disgracaful.

The firs} a:lte.mpt was 1o remove his rival by plecing him
in tha poat of dan m‘%l!r in a tiger-hunt, News was brought that
a tiger of extraordinary sio was dissoversd in the forest of
Niderbari. This sevage besst had carried off many of the
ln'gusl oxen from Ehe neighbouring villnges, and had faken
mord [han one human life. In chasé of the mon-ealer fhe
Emparor seb off, alonded by Bler Afghan and all his principal
officers. Having, sceording o the custom of the tims, sur-
rounded the ground for many mileg, they began fo move to-
wards the centre on all sides, and al Inst the tgor was roused,
mdh.urua.rmgwhﬂ.rd in all gquarters, and the roval party

stap
E‘?ha nobility being assambled, Jehangir ealled ; aloud,

*Who among. you will advance singly and atiack: this “ﬁ“
At 'l.an,n‘,ﬂi- three Omrabhs started: from the cirale.and fall at
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the Emperor's feeb and be permission to try singly thair
sirength against the formidable animal. And pow, as the
Emparor had axEmteﬂ, the pride of Shar Alghan arcse, and,
afraid of losing his former renown, ha exclaimed, * To atiack
an animal with weapong is both unmanly and unfair, God
hes given to man limbs and sinews, s well as o tigers; and
he has added reascn o the former fo eonducl his strangth.’
The olher Omrahs objected in voin thob * Al mon wers infarior
to the tiger in sirongth, and thai he could be overcome ouly
with steel,’ for Sher Afghan replied, ' will convinee you of
your mistake'; and throwing down his sword and ghield, he
prepered to advance unarmed.

Jehangir, pleasad with o proposal full of danger o his
pival, though for & minule or two he mada a show of dissuad-
inir Biny from the enterprise, ab length gave his consent.  The
princes and noblemen present 1 on with ampzement,
knowing not whether they ought mest to admire the courage
of their comrade or to exeleim ppuinst the folly of hiz deed.
Tha desperate fight enmmenced by the warrior stepping forth
and seizing hold of the tger, and after & long and fearful
struggla the man prevailed over the beast and laid 1t dead al
tha Emperor's fooh.  Mangled with wounds, Sher Afghan was
carried off the fleld to his palace, and thers, under the gentle
treaimant of hia wife, whoss love for him gréw with his deve-
fion to her and proweass on her behalf, he recoversd his heallh
and strangth. The thousands who were eye-witnesses of tha
deed of daring carried the news of the expm'whum. und
the fame of the gallant noblemen was i , whila the
Emperor was humiliated by the faflura of his designe.

Tut the determination of Johangir to oblain the lovely
Mhor-ul-Nizsa for his bride only gtronger  with  dis-
appointment and chagrin, ond anothor vils plot was hotched
to compass the death of her husband. Sher Afghan had
soarcely recovered Trom his wounds when he went to pay his
rospeots at eourl. He was coressad by the Emperor, and ha
sugpected no guile. A enare, however, was prapared for him.
Jehanglr hod given private orders to fhe ridor of ona of his
larest and strongest elephanis o waylny Sher Afghan in ona
of nureow steeets of the city, and thare as ﬂi-_v pecidont
to tread him to death. ; 2

A& the hrava nobleman wis haing earried in his palandguin,
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ha saw the elephant in his way, and shouted to his servants
to carry him back =o that the road might be cleared. Tha
mén, however, instead of obeying his commands, became
frightened, and threw the palanguin with their master down
in the strast and fAwd. Rising quickly to his faat, Shar Afghoan
draw o sharp sword which always hung by his side, end with
this he struck the elephent aoross the root of the trunk, whisch
he cut off with one blow. Tha anlmal roared with pain,
turned from him, fell down, and expired, The Emperor, who
was in 4 position to see the whole episode, relired wilh
amazment and shame; end when this much-sinned-against
nobleman, in the simplicity of his heari, related the story to
him afterwards, he praised his strangth and valour, while he
huted him all the more for his wonderful escape.

Though Sher Afghan was too generous and trustful to
suspect the Emperor of such wicked machinations ageinst his
life, Mher-ul-Nissa saw through the evil designs of Jehangir,
and urged her hushand to return o his estales in Bengal,
believing thal there they would be comparatively sale from the
malice of their foe. For six months they were nobt disturbed,
and the lovely causa of all this trouhla bagan to cherish heo
hope that the Emperor had either conguered his passion for
har, or felt remorse for his behaviour towards her hushand.

The Governor of Bangal was a foster-brother of Jehangir,
and through this man, Kulub, tha Emperor after o tme re-
sumed his hostility Lo Sher Afghan,  Kuotub hired forly ruffians
fo atiack and murder Sher Afghan when nan opporlunity
ghould offer. Taking advaniage of the absancs of the moble-
man's sorvants one nightl, these men enfered his sleoping
apartmeant and stole silently up lo him in ths dark. 'Fha}'
'n.?n ahopt to plunge their daggers into his hody, when one
of them, who was an old man, being touched with remorse,
cried out with a loud voice, "Hold | have wa not the Emparor's
orderal Let us behave like men. Shall forty fall upon ona,
and that one asleept’ ‘Baldly spoken,' said Sher Afghan,
atarting thal instank from his bed.  Quickly seizing his sword,
he placed himsell in one corner of the room and waited for
the atlack of his assassing. In o few minules he had dis
armad or slain more than hulf of them, and the resl, exceph
the old man who had warned him, fed in terror. Sher
Afghan took his benafpetor, for so he econsidored him, by the
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hand, and having inguired aboul those who hod devissd the
dastardly sifack, he dismissed him with handsome pressnta
{0 maka the particulars known. And so famous did the noble-
man become after his gallant exploil, thet he sould not stir
abroad for {ie mob that pressed upon him.

Shar Afghan now withdrew his wifa from the capital
of Bengal to his ald residence ot Burdwan, and hoped to live
thare in obscurily and safely. Bub it wos a vain hops. The
Governor of Denpal foll him in a little while, npganmtur
to pay him a friendly vizit. The unforfumats noblaman,
hearing of the approach of the head of the principality, mount-
ed his horse snd with bwo servants went to meet him
outside the city az a mark of reepect. The mesting was cordial
on both sides, to all appearance, After a litkle talk, however,
the governor ordered his elephant of state to be hMLE'hI.. which
ha proceeded to mount. 'While this wos being done, Shar
Afghan slood respectfully by, until suddenly made aware of
coming donger by one of the pikemen siriking his horsa, pre-
tending that it was in the wuy of Kutub, the governor. Bworda
wern ab ance drawn, and Sher Afghan, sesing the nesd of
prompl sebion bo save his life, spurred his horse up lo the
alephant an which the gevernor sal, and hlwlng broken down
the ambhary, or castle, cub him in two, and thus the un-
E:ugulws Kutub became the vielim of his own seal to pleass

m

peroT,

And now Sher Afghan turned round on the rest of his
foss, and after o short shurp siruggle four greal noblomen
fell by hiz hand. The remaining chiefs wers al onoe
astonished and frightencd, and flad to & distanoe and formead

. a cirele round their redoublable anfagonist. ° Scme began o
all him with arrows, others o fire with thelr muskels.’
El'm horse ab length being shol with a ball in tha forehead,
fall under him. Reduced io the lnst extremily, Bher Afghan
bagan to upbraid his murderers with cowardios, He inviled
them severally fo single cambal, bub in wvain. Thereupon
giving up all hope of lifs, bo turnod his face towards Meacea;
mdniiklig up some dust with his hand, for want of walar,
theew it by way of ablution upon his head. Ha then atood
up seemingly unconcerned, Six balls enterad his body bafors
ha fall, and sven then his anemiss hud scarcoly coursgoe bo
go.near i1l they wers sure ha was dead. The Eastern

7
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chronicler of {hisa evenis ramarks, * They praised his yalour
o the skies, bub in adding (o his reputalion, they took away
from their own.”

Thus was Shor Afghan done lo death! Thus porished
ona of the kindest-hearted and thae bravest men that ever
lived! And a woman, n beaubiful woman, tha ‘sun of
women,' was the canga of it all,

And how did Mhoer-ul-Nigsa, the young widow, bear the
logs of har ﬁ"w’ husband? Opinions differ, but for our

art we inoline to the views of those histerians who daseriba

er sorrow 48 deap and passionete. Bul sho was allowsd
littls time for thought afler the end deed, for the officer who
sucoeaded tha deceased governor hostened to the house of
Sher Afghen, afraid that the feir lody, in the first paroxysms
of grief, might make away with herself. And h“i“i cap-
tured the greal prize, no lme was lost in’conveying her to
her formar lover, the Emperor Jehangiv, whose court was at
Delhi.
And now a sirenge thing cceurrad. Mher-ul-Nissw was
treafed with harshness and neglesh, being confined o tha
worst aparimenis of the palace, and restricled to the smallest
yenrly allowance permitled by the laws of the zenana. For
nearly six years Jehangir and Mher-ul-Nigsa did nol sse cach
other's face.

Sama hiunﬂanaaﬂ that the Emperor was 50 grisved at
tho tidings of the d of Kutub, his foster-brother, whom
he had ever found an affectionata faithful, and devoled
garvant, that he made g vow thad he would never more ssa tha
lady who had heen, though unconscicusly, the cause of hia
{evourite’s death, Knowing the passion of Jehangir, how-
dvir,” for the Iady iﬂaguaabim, and romembering the dark
donds he had sommi o possess her, we do not {hink even
the Ioss of Hutub would have besn allowad to sfand in the
m the spedy fulfilment of his withes, if no olher
o @ hnd presenied itself.

We are incliped lo the Lelief that Mher-ul-Nissa hareelf
wils the caues of the six years' separation. She was so high-
gpivitad that it i3 not impossible thal sha rejected all over-
tires from one whom ghe looked on as the murdsrer of her
hushand. Mountstuart Elphinstons thinks thet her repug-
nanca to Jehangir direstly after the death of Sher Afghan
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was so strongly displayed ss lo disgusl thal monarch, wha
placed her umong the attendants on his mother, and appear-
gd to dismiss her from his thoughts.

In the seclusion of the harem, Mher-ul-Nissn, whosa
name was now changed fo Nur Mahal, the “light of tho
harom, oocupied herself with attention to homea duties and
needlework, in which ehe excelled, Like mosl Indian
women, she had o fine tonch. And Indian women have (ho
finast bouch in the world, " Theay wind tha raw silk from the

1 pod; each pod is divided into {wenly degrees of finaness, and

| 30 exguisito is the touch of these women, thal whilst the

| thread is running throngh their fingera so swiftly thab the eyo

| gan ba of no gtanoe, thay will break it off at anch chan
from bhe first to the twentisth, and from the nineteanth to tha
sacond.”  As in beauty, so in skill in the ccoupetions of her ’
aox, Wur Mahal surpassed all the ladies of her age, ard soon
nothing was fashionahla in the court al Delhi but the work of
the 'light of the harem.' And by the sale of her work sha
peoumulated much money, with which ghe repaired and
benubifiod her apartments, and clothed her handmaidens in
the richest Hssues and broeades. Nur Muohal hersell, how-
over, affected plain mnd simple atbire.

At lenglh, Johangir, aliracted by the hourly-repeated
lales of the beauby, pccamplishments, and wit of his early
love, determined o visit her unexpeetedly in her apartmenta:
and thers he found everylhing so elagant and magnificent
{hst he was struck with amazement. Dot the greatest
ornement of all was Nur Mahal, who waes holf reclining on
an embroidered couch, in & plain muslin dress which became
her bolter than all the richest brocades of Dagdnd or the
finest embroidories of Kashmir, Her maids sal in a circle
round her, plying thoir tosks, attired in garments of tha
richast materinl, The *light of the harem' ross in ovident
eonfusion, for she had had no warning of the visit, and had
nok been face to fase with Jehangir for many years. She
raceived the emperor with the ceremony of louching first the
ground and then her forehead with her right hand. But gho
gpake not & word, opining thai in some gircumetanoas ellance
is more aloquent thun speosh. Jehangir, who was overcoma
by hor marvellons beanty—for the years that had passed had



100 FAMOUS WOMEN OF INDIA

but addad to the charms of the feir ledy—was also unabla to
spoak for some minutas,

Recovering himsell, he sat down on the cowch and re-
quired Nur Mahal to be seated by him. The firsi shion
he asked her was ssarcaly a lovar's. "Why this diffarence,’
ha said, 'belween the appearance of Nur Mahal and her
glaves?' And tha claver woman answered, 'Thoss born to
servitude must dress as it shall pleass thoes they sarve; thaes

are my servants, and I alleviele their burden of bondage by |

svery indulgence in my power. Bul I that am your slave,
€ Emparor of the world, must dress socording 0 your plea-
sure, and not my own,' Evidently fime and retirement had
softened the feelings of Nur Mahal lowerds Jehangir, and
ghe wag ready to forgat the enmity which had led to her late
husbund's death,

As the Emperor talked to the lovely woman  his old
passion for her returned, and he clasped her in his wrms,
and ha{gsed forgiveneas for his 1 neglect and harshness,
Throwing mnlg the neck of Nur Maohal o necklace contain-
ing forty pearls, sach worth £4,000, ha whispered fo her thal
she should be proclaimed Empress of the world, Withoub
delay sha was moved from the humblest apurtments of the
harem o thosa of the Sultana, and her marriage was cals-
brated with the uimost pomp, And how her name was
ohanged from the light of tha harem' to Nur Jehan, the
‘light of the world.' As a special mark of favour, the gold
eoin of the realm was stamped with the name of Nur Jehan
in this inseriplion, ' Gold has sequired a hundred degrees of
exoellonte in reseiving the nama of Nur Jehan,'

The power of tha new Empress wae cemented and esiab-
lished by the rise of her wisa old father, who was mada
prime minigter, and by the advancement of her brother,
Asiph Khan, to the position of first omrah at court. Shah
Johan, the Emperor’s favourits son, married a daughter of
Asiph Khan; end Prince Sherior, another son, niarried Nure
Jehan's own daughter by Sher Afghan. Thus fortune smiled
apon the family, which not vary many years befors had
nearly perished in the desert from want,

the first of their married life, and for nearly twenty
f{ﬂul‘ﬂ-, Nur Jehan raled her hushand and the realm of
industhan, and on the whole wisely. There was no ap-
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pointment mada in {he state of the mast trifling nature with-
out her inferssd, and no treaty concluded without har congent.
And her mognifleencs Wwas opnd all bounds. In his
memoirs Johangir, speaking with prids of the characler and
deeds of his wifa, : ‘In the whola empira fhers is
eentely o cily in which {he princess hus not lefl some lofly
ghructure, some spuciops gardan, as & splendid monument ol
her tosie and magnificence.’ And MNur Jehan's talanis were
exeroieerd in matters proper o her sex, s well as in state
affairs. The splendour of the emperor's court was increased
by her ‘taste, and the expensa wie diminished by her good
monagement. " Bhe conirived improvements in the furmni-
ture of apariments, intreduced female dresses move hecom-
ing than any in use before her time, and it is a guestion in
India whather to her or her mother we owa the invenlion of
attar of roses.”

For soma years all wenl happily and prosparcusly; but at
length the vexed question of who should be heir lo tha throna
lod to strife—not between the imperial couple, for they seem
to have heen atlached to one anolher io the end, bul balween
the sone of Jehengir, Shah Jehan was generally considar-
gd 1o b tha most likely prince lo suscead his father; but soma
ware in fevour of Sharisr, who had married the daughter of
Nur Jehan, Shah Jehan hroke out inte open rebetlion, bub .
E the struggle that ensued he was defeated, end then for-

ven.
Dut no seoner was the irouble coused by Shah Jehan
saibled for the ime, than sirife aross with & powerful sub-
ject of the stale, in whish Nur Jehan played & prominent and
courageous part. The new offander was Mohabat Khan, the
mosl suecsesful general of the day, who had only lo raise his
standard—whethar far ths defence of the throns, or lo further
his own ambitious views—to colleet at onee an of tried
warrlors around him. Whethar justly or unjustly, this chiel
wps dharged with 0& on and embezzlement during the
time of his governorehip of Bengul, and ha was summonod ta
aourt to answer for his conduct, He at firsh mada axcuses for
not. attending, but finding bhat his appearance was ineisted
on, he sol out on his journey accompanied by & body of five
{housand Rajputs, whom he had conirived to attach to his
servioe. i
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Within o short distanos of the camp of Jehangir, who was
ju.ﬂ_prapnﬁng for o march bo Kabul, Mohabat despatched his |

pon-in-law to axplain the disputed mabler, fearing o pul in
an appearancs himsel! until he Baw the humour of the
Emperor. He was soon made sware of the high feeling
againad him, for his messsngar was siripped and tinadosg
and sent buuk o0 him disgraced, Mohabat displayed no out- ||
ward sign of anger, but in his beart he vowed 10 be revengead
for this insult. And next day he bad ihe opporiunity.

The Emperor was encamped with his  froops on  the
Jhelum, and early in the morning the main body of tha army
crossed the river by a bridge for the next camping-ground,
leaving the imperial camp o follow later in the day. No
sooner did Mohabat perceive the separalion of the Emperor
from his Leoops, than he advanced ab once to the bridge and
seb fire to il and then pressed on to the imperial tenl, and,
entaring Jehangir's presance, explained to him that his act
was one of necessity lo save his life. Ho then placed the
Emperor on an elephant and took him {o his own camp, assur-
ing him of his safety, and n.dding significantly, ‘ And 1 also
am ‘determined to be safe.'

« Meanwhila Nur Jehan, who was in the women's apari-
ments, did not losa her pmaenm of mind, She heard all that
passed, and conceived the idea thet if she could only get
acrose the river to the army zhe might bring the soldisrs back
and rosoug the Emperor. Immediatoly puiting on o disguise
and slipping outl, she into an ordicary palan and
WAk m]o%sm.iu in mgu:m“ of tha royal ttmpa.q“éﬁz':ding
for hor brother and the principal c.hml‘s, sl bitberly reproach-
‘#d them with their neglect in allowing their sovereign to be
‘made & prisoner before their eyes.” And sha did not confine
“hersedl to-talk, but made immediale preparations o rescue
JMer husband force. During the night she directed a
‘nobleman named Fidar Khan to swim tha river with a small
body of horse and make o dash for the tenk where Jehangir
was confined; bub the soheme foiled,

" Mext mnm.ln[ tha whola army was commandaed to ad-
vanes bo tho resome. Tt was headed by Nur  Johan  hersalf,
‘who appeared on the howdah of a high elephant, with o bow
‘and 'four quivérs of arrowsz, The hridge hm'ing bean des-
troyed, the only way to oross was by a ford lower down thie
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river. It was a narrow shoal between deep watar, and full
of dangerous holes, so thal bho was o trying one.
Many were abliged {0 swim, and all landed with the powrdarn
wat, weighed down with {heir drenched elothes and armour,
and wera compellad to engage in hand-te-hand conflict with
the foo ere they could effect & landing.

Nur Jehan was amoengst tha flrst Lo oross wilh  hoe
brother and soma of the prineipal officars, and againet the
Empress the most furious sssaulh was diracted by Mohahat
and hia Itl‘i]puh. But though balls and arrows fell thick
round her howdah the brave lady gquailed not. Mok for &
momant did she waver, and she encouraged her panio-
sirickon troops to the bakils, and with killing gffeal, poured
the contenis of her guivers of arrows apon her foas.

Al langth, howover, tha driver of her alephant wos shot,
& grandehild who was scated in her lap was wounded wikh
an arrow, and her alephant received a cub on the proboscis,
which made him dash hack into the rivar and make for the
farther sida. Then iho struggls was over, for the craven-
hearted froops, apparently not able to fight without their
Empreas, fed in ferror and disoay.

Though Mohabat sought to caplure Nur Jehan immedi-
ulely after her defeat, he wus disappointed, for the dlever and
active lady escaped bo Lahora, There, howaver, she recsived
lotters from the Emperor, which he had been compelied to
writs, saying thal matlars were now amicably arrangad, and
‘urging her to join him. Suspecking nothing, she m:nméhuu-
ly sat out for bhat purposs, and when within a ghort distanse
of the Mﬁarma wis mel by o slrong bn:ir of Bajpuis, who
eonduched a prisoner to the presence Mohabal and tha
Emparar.

‘Mohabat, who abiributed gll his troubles lo the influsnce
of Nor Jehan, sought to compass har death, He chargad har
hafors Jehangir of treason, and of conspiring to plece on tha
\hrone her stepson Sherier. And after enlarging on thisa
‘makters he concluded by demanding tha publio ‘punishment
aof the offender. ' You, who ara the Emparor of the Moghuls,"
gnid the mobleman, ‘whom we regard as sonothing more
than human; ought to follow the example of God, wheo ia no
tespacter of parsohs.’

And Jeliangir, with & baseness of mind that canmnob be
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oo severaly condernned, signed a warranb for the instant
exeoubion of his beautiful and brave wife. Evan now the
qaprl.su of Nur Jehan did not desart hee, bubl seamed (o rise
with danger, and she hearnd her doom withoub emolion, Her
oﬁg T uest was that she mixhll see her huabmd. bafore sha
died. ° Imprisoned soversigne,' she said, 'lose their right to
lite with their feeadom; bul permil me once more o see tha
Emperor, und o bathe with my tears the hund that has fixed
tha genl to the warrant of my deoth,'

Mahabat asquisscad, and the Empearor and the Bmpress
ek ones more, Nur Jeban ublored not o word, but the
tender melancholy of her demeonour affected Jehangir aven Lo
tears, and, turning to thair eaplor, he exclaimed in pathetic
tones, ' Will you nof spare (his woman, Mohabal? You see
how she WH{J!" The chivalrous nobleman relented and
l.mwamd 'The Emperor of the Moghuls should never ask in
vain,' Thﬁraupm ak a sign the guards relired, and Nur
Jehan was restored to liberky.

Por many manths the imparial coupls, though nominally
al liberty, wore not allowed Lo leave the camp of Mohabat,
and ithe sirange eight was sesn of a subject taking with him
in.his train wherevor he went his liege lord, Bub (his state
of th could not go on for ever, and Mohabat atl lengih,
having humbled the Emperor sufficiently, resigned his power,

Immediately Jehangir was ont of the elulches of his foa,
he listened to the prayers of Nur Jehan and declared Mohabat
a traitor, and sof o price upon his head. The hitter hata of
'Illn Emyn:«es was tampered, howover, by the epolor wisdom

hér brother, who, knurwmg the value of Mohabat's military
gkill, persyadad |.'|.'|t Emperor to pardon him, and entrust fo
it ih:i command of the army in the Deccan, ‘Thus did the
shrange episode conclude; the tﬂmuﬂ subjeet coming off
viclorious in o long struggle with his Emperor and Empress.

For a faw more years Nur Jehan was the omament of
Wi imperial court, and the adviser end support of her
husband in all his arducus sfale dutles, The influence, which
ghe exarled was very marvellous. Her power was fell in
evory somer of the vest Indian Empire. Bul with the death
of Jehangir, in 1828, har reign cama io an end.
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“Tha g:nréut. quean Nur Jehan," says Sir Edward Sullivan,
s gurvived her hushand eighteen years; £250,000 u yoor Waa
annually paid to her oul of the public trepsury; her power,
however, entirely censed ol Jehangir's death; from (hat doy
she never wore uny colour bub white; she was loo proud to

even of public effaivs, and she ﬁw up her mind to
study, refirement and easc. Seorn counsel whers sha
had onoe dietated, she retived ol r from the offaira of
state, and amongst the gardens and palaogs of the royal res
denee ut Lohara she possed the luxurious evening of o life of
glory and vigissitude, that rominds us of the last days of the
?‘aﬁgniﬂmnt Queen of Palmyra in her royal retreat -near

ur."”



MUMTAZA ZEMANI, THE CONSORT OF SHAH JEHAN

Mumraza Zemani, the ' most exalled of Whe age,’ was the niece
of Nur Mahal, the ° light of the world." She was the daughtar
of Asiph Khan, We brother of Nur Mahal, and in her mind
and perscn sha had much of the exguisite beauty and fascina-
tion of her aunt. ]

Mumtaza Zemani, when she first came under the notice
of Shah Jehan, was the wife of Jemal Ehan, o prominent
nobleman at the gourt of Jehangir., Ab that time sha was
called Arjemund Benu, and the proises of her beauly were
in eVeryone's mouth.

The meeting of Mumfazn Zemani, or Arjemund Banu,
with Shah Jehan, which was to change tha whela coursa of
her life, was under extraordinary and romantic circum-
slances. To explain the incident, we must refer {o & strangs
custom of the Moghuls, which was subversiva of all tho
Bastorn rules of famale seclusion. “On  the Norose, or
festival held on the ninth day of the new year, was celabratad
& kind of earnival in the king's saraglio, in the palass of tho

huls, At this fancy fair the ladies kept the stalls and

whataver they chosa, such as fine purpla and gold, rich
ambroidaries of the new fashion, ribbons, and cloth of gold,
cloth worn by ladies, end ell other merchandiss. By this
means the budding beautiss of the court were brought under
the king's notice, The grost festure of the fair was the
marketing of the king, who came in perzon to bargain, and
haggled with the she-marchants of his court, driving thom
down; assecking that things woere oo dear, thal he would not
be impozad upon, and that the merchandise of others was
much bettar, The women, on the other hand, ignored the
kingly rank, and ran up the value of thelr goods, insisling

4 higher price, often coming to high words; and telling
him that he know nothing about i, and that be had bebler go
aboub his busginess.”*

The fun at thesa fanoy fairs often ran fast and furious,
and sometimes bhey were the cause of much after-misery and
frouble. Thers iz a story fold of the Emperor Akbar, who at

'Bir Bdward Sulllvan.
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ane of thass foirs was once in peril of hie life, from a noble-
minded nnd spirited woman, who instead of listening Lo his
taln of love, prasented a degger al his hreast, and would have
glain him 1f an atiendant had not promptly interfered.

It was ok o gathering of ths kind we hove daseribed, in
the jmperial palece ol Delhi, thub apah Jehan apnd Mumtaze
Zomani fiest mat. The Emperor Jehangir, the father of Shah
Johan, had desived all the lodies to provide presious stones,
and tha noblemen wars cemmanded Lo purchasa at whatever
price the lndies asked. Muminze Zemani had been requested
by her husband Jamal Khan to take charge of o stall, and &80
atiractive wos the fair loth in person and manners, thab
sha drow a large circle o friendz, and speedily parted with
her precious stones for o fabulous sum.

It was when she had disposed of her stock-in-trade, that
{he prince Ehah Jehan drew near fo her booth, and, secing
the peautiful ludy, udvanced to her sida, and msked her what
she had to sell. With the quick-wittednees of woman she
prompily answored thai she only possessed ons  large
dinmond, and thal ils price wos vory high. The prince
desired to see it, and the fair one showed him & plece of fing
transparent suger-candy af a tolerably good dinmond gu.m
With & pleasarit air she demanded & lokh of ropecs, £ 0,
for the worthless article; and the prince instantly compliéd
with her requast, and paid over {he mongy.

This transaction led to furiher conversation, and Shah
Johan found that the wib of Mumiaza Famani wos o5 i
as her heauty. But, alas! the same could not be seid of her
modesty and womanly Teservo. Tha princa inviled her 1
the closs of the fair to his palace, and instead of answering his
request with the indignubion and spirit of the lady who was
in o similar way tempted by Akbar, she woeakly consenied,
flattered by the eitentions of the heir-apparent,

When the hushand of Mumtazs Zamani heard of har fall,
and when she returned to his abods, ha refused 1o see her
facn. Thareupon the lady mada complaint to her lover, and
Shah Jehar, with princely vehamance, ordared Jamal Khan
{o the elephani garden, (hare fo be frodden o doath, Bofora
the storn sentence wai pitempted o be carried into effect,
Howaver, the luckless tmehand of tha frail Momtazo Famani
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ruquesled permission to peak to the offended prince. Deing

iously allowed the favour, he procesded to explain, in g
mimblu spirit of unmunlinezs, that his ealdneas Lo his wifa,
fur from baing designed ae an insulk l the heir-spparant,
wae intanded as {he highest possible compliment. Tha araven.
hedried but much-sinned-againet man declared that ha waa
not angry with hie lady for her favourable reception of tho
royal advances, but thal he felt himsell unworthy to receive
back to his honse one who huad gained Lhe affections of Shoh
Jehon, The prince was delighlad with the turn aluirs wara
laking, gave Jemal Khan a royal suil with the command of
fiva thousand horse, and relieved him of his domestie diffi-
aulty by laking his wifs pway from him,

The whole incident is o wretched one, and we ars glad
o turn apwoy from it, and regard Mumiboze Zemani in the
nobler character whioli she assumed when she was made
Empress of Indie. When Shah Jehan azcended (he throna,
his marringe was solemnized with great pomp, and hia
consort proved a faithful and devoted lady througheub the
fourtean years of their married lifs. She had not, perhaps,
the slrength of will or the communding {aleniz of her aunt,
Bur Jehan, and did nol exeri as great a political influence;
Lt in the pulsce end the Emparor's housshold she was
greatly beloved for her kindness of disposition and goodness
of haart. Her praiges were sung by all, and hor eonduel in
avary eol warranted the deep and lasting affection of Shah
Jehan,  Mumiaza Zamani seems Lo have been & mast lovable
woman, and had & wonderful power of influencing and con-
trolling human hearis.

Many chilfdran were harn Lo the royal coupls, and it was
‘ol langih in childbirth (hat the ‘ most axalted of the age disd.
‘Bhe had” forebodings of a fatal termination lo her il and
crlling har mrmw?ng husband to her side, she said: 'l am
about o die. I cannof doubl it. Bul befors T quil this life
I'bove two raquests to make fo you. Promisa me that you
will never murg’!ngﬂin, that no more of your children may
w ming your love and your riches; swear to me,
m , that you will reise over my remains o temb that
will féndir my name immorial,! Shah Jeban solammnly pro-
rised nll that was asked, and Mumiaza Zemani weni
fully the way of all mankind. The mournitg for tha depart-
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pd lady was very b, the Emperor sanding forth an ex-
coeding hilter gry of angulsh for the wile of his youth, whosa
banuly and winsome wuys had ever held his heurl captive,
and had cheered many sad and solitary hours.

ghah Jehan, to his honour be it recorded, kept to the
letber the last requests of her whom he had loved so well.
Ha took no other wifa to his palace; he did not even desir
unother :

+f slaves he hod many, of wives but one,
Thera is but one God for the soul, he sald,
And but one moon for the sum.'

Shah Jelan may be quoled with wondar as thei almost
imaginary being of Muhammedan hislory, tha husband of
buk one wifa.

When the poign of his grief had somewhab ebated,
the Emperor seb himself to the sad and yel pleasant task of
grecting a lomb that would render the neme of his adored
Mumtaze Zemani ever famous, And how well be suseseded
history relates, and we curselves can sob al the prasent day.
On the banks of the river Jamuna al A there aross u":a
{amous Taj Mahal, the mosl costly tomb thal ever covered
mortal clay. " To this day may be seen, gharp and baauli-
ful, a5 if ehisellad but yeslerduy, tha marble walls and price-
lons mosaics, und lofty minarels pnd polished dome, of the
‘gueen of adifices,’ reposing amid luxuriant gardans, marhle
founiging, und waving oypresses, and offording a precious

of the affection and megmficence of the Emporor of
industhan, and of the worth and influence of his beauliful
wife, Mumiaza Zemani.”

We might here close our slory of Mumitaza Zemani, but
many would feel that ik was insormplate tnless a pratty full
deseription of the tomb in which she was buried was given.
And this wa therefore now give. From ihe almost innumer-
able necounts that beve been wrilten of Lhe wonderful Toj
Mahal, we choose extracls from one by Miss G. P Gordon
Cumming; and we bave besn guided in our choize partly by
tha fugh bhat the writer is o lady, and our book is about ladies,

_and partly by the conviction Uhal her descriplion is the most

peourato and beauliful. ! e
“Of gll tha lovely things in crealion,” Miss Gumimin
writas, * whethor of nature or of art, nons has ever convey



Ho FAMOUS WOMEN OF INDIA

lo my mind tha axquizsite dalight of that fairy-like, snowy
palace among lombs—tha Taj Mahal. In olden o tha
EBastern poet, SBadi, compleined that his friends could not
pathize with his wearisoma praises of his love; he said
at, could they but once behold her beauty, they might
understand his song, which must seem bul 88 an idls fals o
thoss whose minds hnd not heen slsepad in the same swest
infloenees. Bo it is with the loveliness of his foiry architee-
lure, A closier of poarly, snow-while domes, nestling round
one grand central dome, like o gignntic pearl: thesa crowning
& building, all of purest, highly-polizhed marble, so perfocl
in its prapartion, so lovely in ils design, o simply restful to
tho aye, and withal so emaezingly infricale in ils simplicity,
that it is, in truth, more like soma slrange dream in merble
than like a work of human hands. Ils four sides being pre-
tisely similar, 16 follows thal, Irom whatever sida you behold
it, its perfact form never varies., Par from tha oily or from
any obher Building, it stands alone in its transcendent lovali-
ness, having ils own rich Esstern garden on ona sida, whila
the warm red sandstona wall, above which il is raised, is
wished by tha blua waters of the sacred Jumung,

" This poar] among lombs was built by the Muhammeadan
Empéror, Bhah Johan, in memory of tha lave af his ;.rnuut,
his zad Taj Mahal, the "erown of the seraglio” The
maost exguisilely refined work is here lovished with uneparing
profusion, the walls, both within and without, heing enrich-
ed with inseriptions in Arahic, engraved and inlaid in maorbla,
and with the loveliest decorative designe of floral arabasmques,
To Agra, as to the Templa of Salomean, wers brought together
all mannar of présions slones, * Onyx slones and stones to sst,
glistoning slones and slones of diversa colours, and all manner
of precipus sfones, and marble stonss in abundance,” The
marbla stanes wera brought all the way from Jaipur, or
Ajmir, but the red sand-slone was found in the neighbouring

- Mewal Hills. It is said that twenty thousand men were
employed for upwarde of seventeem years on the building,
which cosl somowhere aboul three millions English meoney,
o sy nothing of materinl supplied gralis by sonquered foes,
and of campulzary work rewardod anly by the daily supply of
be e h

* According to the original design, the Emparor waos Lo
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have had o similar lomb on (he opposile bank of the river,
and the bwo wers to have been uniled by a bridge of fair white
marble spanning the hlue watars. ara this conld he
pesomplished, however, he fell sick unto deabh. His body
was laid besids that ef his love in o chamber below the Taj,
whare, as in all thoss great lombs, the real sepulehra and the
mores ornamental swrcophogus slufioned above ground ore
totally distinet. Ahove the tomb lights are kept constanily
burning, nnd fresh garlands of roses and marigolds are
aver and anon laid thereon, and given to thosa who visit the
Taj. Pormerly the attendanls were for ever chanling verses
from the Koran, and the sacred words were re-echoed by the
great dome,

“ Bntoring the building from bementh sn  arch  which
seems to reach lo heaven, you pass in by a low porfal, and
find that the whole interior is Inid wilh mosaic work mors
ut{uiﬂiiﬂ than even tha most refined modern Florentine work,
But the perfection of lovelinass is the marbla sareen, which in
paparate slabs extends sll round bhe marble tomb, Thees
slabs are very large and several inches thick, bub they are
plerced and carved with tha most elaborata ufen-wurk
patterns, Gl they simply resemble o pleco of exiqu mita laca,
with a border of ohisalled fowers resembling Heor-de-lis.
Just Y.\'{l to remlize il—on immenss aircular screen of lovely
lnee, which, on eloser inspection, proves to be solid marhle.

“ 14 was nob Lill we relurned ab night to see the Taj by
iha light of & full moon that we e itz athersal, un-
garthly loveliness, eofiened and undefined like soma fairy
dream. In the warm sunlight it seems to cub clear and sharp
againgt the blue, like o glittering iceberg, TIn the moonlight
it is still dazzling, but seems as Higugh newly buried beneath
a deep fresh fall of snow, lying lightly on domes uwnd pave-
ment and minarels, and rising above the fall cypressss and
dork rich mazs of folinge, Jike some stranga vision of .
You ecan seorce beliave that it i3 real, You hold your
lest vou should awaken and find that the beaubiful picture
Was iut a draam.

“Aftar awhile we roburnod intn that axquisite interior,
Weird-looking figuras were burning  blue lights, showing
avery nook und cranny of the great dome. Awed by the
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soone, wa spoke to one another in low, subdued fonses; and
atruck tha numberless schoss of ifaal wondarful lomb,
W them by singing o fow lines of * Brief life is here our
portion.” Straightway it seemed a5 though a chorus of un-
oarthly vaoices took up the strain, and whispored the words
again and ogain, and carfiod thom awey heavenwoard on the
clouds of blue smoke that rose like incense—'Briaf life is herp
our partion.'”



oy

PHRINCESE AESHA

Apzna wae tha daughter of Sultan Sujeh, the second sen of
Shah Jehan, Sha is spoken of ns baing very heautiful, and
ps good as she wos beauliful, Brought up in the court of the
Great Moghul, she was early laughi every accomplishment
of the age, and being of o plaasant disposition and possessing

real vivooity of ﬁmts. gho soon beeame the favourite of the
fmpﬂr]nl court. greak gtola festival or fancy foir; such
as was held in those ﬂgl. wus considersd complete. withoub
the presenca of Assha, the foir and the marry-hearted.

Amongst the numarcus euilora of the lovaly girl wu one
who wae every way worthy. This was her cousin, Prince
Mehammed, a 500 of Au eb. The prince was handssms
and eslavar, 'and though lacking a liiile in steadiness of pur-
poss, was considered by everyone as an hemourahla man, And
there was b rejoicing o e betrothal of Mobammed.and
Aesha, Dut it is 08 true in the East os in tha West that the
eoursn of trua love never runs smooth, and, through octur-
rences which we sholl now relale, these bwo happy hearts
wara b0 know much suffering and sorrow.

In the yeur 1837, in the twenly-ninth yeur of his reign,
Bhah Jehan was seized with paralysis, and no sooner wos the
fuct noised sbroad throughout tha kingdom thar there was
great commotion. In enbicipetion of theEmporor's dooeass,
his unworthy sons quitted their respooiive governments of
Bangel, Guzerat, and the southern provinees, and marched
with ull their forces straight on Delhi. o contend forihe
theonp - Dara, tha aldest, was the favourite son and the heir-
preswmplive, bukb the others dispuated his righl, and were pre-
pared for & struggle to snatch the imperial erown Irl:nm hi‘ﬁ

It was in vain that Shah Jahan wrole to his Bong, g
his w“ glill alive and doing well; for, anticipating his _-
déqm} , they procesded on fheir Wﬂﬁ ]E-m with

air le.ﬂ wars sent out against the rebald: buk ail-er i

.mnmﬂ W pg;uwm lomg deonahifnl, vietory af Iangl.h declarad
'ilzhulf on

of the rebellious brothers.
Dara fled, and Shah Jehan was made’ g ner by his son
ﬁmngﬂ‘d 0 now showed himeslf in‘his trae unlmlr:,

B - |
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bold and able, but unssrupulows, prince. Having imprisonsd
hig father, Aurangzeb sléw his brother Murad, and sonb
troopa in pursuit of Dara, who was taken and bohooded, Tha
wag fo the throne thus cleared, Aurangzeb escended it in
1658 &.n., In the fortisth year of his age.

During this fratricidal strudfgla ocur two lovers saw littla
of sach other, and wera much distrazead; but when the father
of Mobammed becamo Emperor, (hoy supposed thol the wa
was open for their speedy union, Rul the time wos nol

Sultan Sujah, the father of Assha, and the only ramuin.
ing brolhor of Aurangzel, did nol guislly un%ulm in the
seigure of the government by that prince. Uathering to.

thar troops, ha measured his strength with Aurangzeb on
':Idﬂ plain before Allshabad, the ‘eily of God,' bub was defent-

From Allnhobad, Sujah fled to Bengal, and there sought
o refrieve his shatlered fortunes. Ona of tha fired things hé
did was o gand for his wifs and childeen, that they might be
out of tho reach of the vengeance of Aurnngzeb, when ha ra-
turned to Delhi. Thus was tha Princess Aesha separated
frim her lover; and to make $he parting slill more poinful,
ghe hoard that Aurangzeb had bidden Prince Mohammed giva
up all hope of ever making her his wifa. The bright face of
the lovely maiden was overclouded with sorrow as it had
never hoan before, when she turned her bask on tha plasa of
har birth and happy girlhood, to go forth to share hor father's
riiafortunes and perils, .
It was at Munghyr that Sultan Sujah made a fresh stand,
?ﬂﬁ thaes it was that his family rejoined him. Biragglers
ronm the flald of bollle in the north-west samé in daily, and
recelving fresh reinfpreaments from  many  guarlers,  the
Sultan sirengthened tha fortifipations of Munghyr, gnd theew
up aptrenchments from e fort do the hills,

But tha imparial troaps were not idle. Aurangzeb order-

ad ana of his famous generals, Mir Jumla, und hizs son Prined
Mohammed, to follow the retreating foa and drive Sujah’
from Bp:;ga] Tha prince, sinking all porsonul ‘feclings—his =
affestion for Bujah and his love for A oft on hig taek.
not in the happiest frame of mind, but &bl with the déter-
mination to be an obedient son, and to do his duty as faith-
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fully as he could. Liftle did he know that love erelong would
prove stronger than every other tiel

Mir Jumla and Prince Mohammed after a toilsome march
reached Munghyr, and encamped within a few miles of the
fort. For a few days skirmishing parties from both armies
tried emch other’s strength, and then feeling uncertain of his
safety, Sultan Sujuh withdrew his troops from Munghyr and
retreated to Rajmahal, To his new retreat he was speedily
followed, and having resisted six days' attacks with spiril,
but being convinced of the unsafety of this place also, he em-
barked his family and all his valuables on board boats, and
during a dark and stormy night crossed over the river fo
Tondah, the fortifications of which were strong and were
made stronger. And fortunately for Sujah, the very night
that he arrived safely in Tondah, the rainy season set in with
great violence.

This respite, for it was impossible fo carry on active war-
fare during the four rainy months, gave Sujah the opportuni-
ty of collecting fresh troops and munitions of war. And his
affairs bei)an now to assume a more favourable aspect, for in
addition fo the arrival of the new troops, an event occurred
which strengthened his hands and caused great alarm and
anxiety to the imperial party. This important event was
nothing short of the going over of Prince Mohammed {o the
camp of Sujah, and casting in his lot with the rebels. -

The prince was of course led to take this step through his
love for Aesha. The sorrowful maiden pining for her lover,
and moved by compassion for her father's misfortune, wrote
an affecting letter with her own hand to the prince. She
Jamented in the most pathetic terms the hardness of her fale,
which had compelled her to see the-man whom she had long
considered as her husband waging relentless war against her
reyered sire, and pursuing him and his family to destruction.
This letter kindled to a flage the affection and love of Prince
Mohammed, and he resolved to relinquish all his prospects of
the Empire; fo forfeit his father's favour, and to'abandon all
the world for love. x

Calling some of his friends together, and the officers of
“the army, he declared to them his intention of going: over {0

“the ‘enemy ‘at Tondah, and hoped that they would speedily
follow "‘him.” For some time the assembly remained mute
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" with astonishmant; bul fvskead of opposing the measure, and
pointing out to the Princa tha folly of his designe, thay, with
Lhat hypoerisy and flatlery which are so disgraseful to Enslorn
diplomacy, said: ‘' Whalever your roval highness does must
he right; and thera can ba no doubt if you go over to Sultan
Bujuh this wvening, one-hell of the . army will join your
standard by sunrise."

However, when (he Prineo bad embarked in & pleasura
bort for Tondah, his guondom friends sont off an express o
hig - co-genaral, Mir Jumla, who was away In the country on
imperial business, to inform him of the defection of Prinea
Mohammed and the necessilty for prompt action,

When Mir Jumla recoived this intelligonos, ho was slruck
with astonishment al the madness of the prince, and haslanad
back to camp, Thera he found ava ing in tha greatast
esonfusion, and mony of the troops on the point of mubiny,
Mounting an elephant, he rode inte tha midst of tha dis-
affected army, harangued them, poinking cut the folly of
Mobgmmed, whom  he stigmabized s o wesk  youn
man, governed only by his passion for o lovely woman, an
eophrdloss of his daky as o son of the Emparor and o subject
of the reslm. This speech had the desired effect, and tha
iroope wera quisted.

Meanwhile, what rejoicings there were at Tondah on ths
arrival of the princa. Hiz batrothed raceived him  with
thankfulness and delight. Sujah weleomed him with heart-
{alt 'ﬂ, and the ladies of the palace hasiened the praparations
for the wadding. Scon the cily of Tondah was a seone of
festivity, and rojoicing, No Ehoughts of danger or anticipn-
kiom. of fubure evil were allowed fo interfera with tho enjoy-
mant of the prasent. The nuptials of Mohammoed and Acsha
woro oplabrated, with greal ip, and the whole city was
ablage with lwmimations. Thus undoer the most romantic
sircumsiances wepe these (wo affbciionata and falthful souls
nnitad. Lova had ence mors in human history. proved ilsalf
the victor over every dissouragement and every drawback
and difficulty. A :

' Bub alas! e marriage fealivities were scarcely conclud-
d} when the city. was arousad from ‘its dream, of happiness
iy thi intelligened of -the appronch of the imporial forces,
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Bullan Sujoh and Prinee Mohaommed gava hattle to the
troops sent against them on tho plouin ouiside the sity waolls,
and wera defeated with great salpughler. Efecling their
espape, thoy re-entared tha eity; bul fearing to truet o ifs
strength, they emborked that mﬂ: with their families and
treasuras on board swifl-rowing boats, and muds the best of
Whoir way to Dacea.

‘When Aurangzeb, al Delhi, beard of the defeckion of
Mohammed and of his morriage with his cousin Aesha, ho
was ovarwhalmad with astonishment and rage, and fanred
for his Wrone, anticipating that the troops in Dingal would
follow the Prince into the enemy's eamp.  Gathering togelher
a8 large an army as he could al o moment's notice, the
Emporor plased himsalf at ita head, and started for the ssal
of wor. He had aclually marched soveral days on the routs
to Bangal, when the glad tidings reached him of the success
of his arma at Tendah, and of the fAight from that place of the
raballious Pringes. ' i

Returning to Delhi in & calmer frome of  mind,
Aurangzabh was yol far from ensy or conteni, for as long as
the Prinece Mohammed was with Sujah, thers waos always a

robabililty of his brofher being again enabled {o contend for
he empire. Thinking over this matter, the wily monarch
devised a stralogem to break off the friendship of the two

It was a lebter that led Prince Mohammed lo unite his
fortunes with Sujah; and it was a letlar, though not & love-
latter, that was to ‘separate chiof friends.’ Aurangzeb wrobs
an epistla as if addrezsed secreily to Mobhommed, conleining
hints of the lattar being willing ta betray his fathar-in-Jaw o
deaih, though there was nol a word of truth in the allega-
tions. This letier was sent by u special messgnger, who had
tngtruclions to throw himself in the way of Sujal’s spiss, s0

thati-he should ha discovered and the missive taken from him

Bujah. Aoy

d opistle ran s follows: ‘To our beloved som
Mohammed, whass happiness and safaly are joinéd with cur
life. I was with regrel and sorrow that we parled with our
son, when his valour became necessary o tarry on bhe wik

to be grokified soon with his return, and that héwisuld

ag::_ﬂal Siujah, We hoped, from the lova we bear ko our Arst
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have brooght the enemy coplive to cur presance in the space of
& - month, ralieve our mind from anxiety and fear. Bul
savan months passed away without the complotion of the
wiishes of Aurangzeb. Instead of adhering to your duty,
Mohammed; you betrayed your father, and threw a blol on
your, fair farge, | Tho smiles of & woman hive overcome filial
piety. Honwur i3 forgotlen in ihe brighiness of her baatty:
and he who was deslined to ruls the ampire of the Mogh
has himsall bocome a slave, Bul as Mohammod sestns to
rapant of his folly, wo forgal his orimes. Ho bas involed tha
pame of God to vouch for his sincerity, and our parental nffes-
tion returns: he has already our forgivenses; but the execu-
lon of whal he proposes is the only means W regein our
favour,’
o This ambiguous and suspitious docwment was ‘read Ty
Sujah; and produced that effect on his mind that Aurnngeeb
o henama suspicions of tha good faith of his son-

in-low, and all the prolestations of Mohammed could not re-

mlﬁ;& hiz suspicions.  Bujah had nn affeciion for tha prings,
and ha was mora grisved and vexed at baing disappointed in
the judgment which he had formed of him then at the sup:

- posad treachery.

_Mohammed got his baloved Aesha, who never doubled
him for ' moment, W spenk lo Sujah sud {ry to remove his
dircontont and anger; but the fuir lady pleadad in vain, for
the Sultan pointad to the latler, and said that it bore upon it
e stamp of bruth.  And lhe lying episile wrought its wickad
_n_:jl'mi-:rn_._ After three days of great ngilation of ‘spirit Sujah
sent for His son-in-law, and tald him in the presence of his
il Bk afber all the uirufg-lan of affection with suspicion

g Intter had ailed; that he eould no  longer bhahold
ammed with an eye of friendehip, shoald be even swesr

10 his ‘inngeinee in the holy temple wt Mecos; that the bond
of union and confidence which hed lately: subsisted between
.was broken, and that insiead of a son and friend ha

md him in the light of an enomy.

L1

. M1t is negessary,” sald tha Sullar, * for the ﬁmm of bolh
that we should part. And fake your wife, Aesha, with you,
and. all the wealth and jewsls which l:u'lnng {o ‘her ‘rank.
Tha tremsures of Sujah are open, You may lake whalever

;
|
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you plaaza, Only, gol Aurangsel should thank  me for
sending away hia son beforn he has committed & erime.’

With increasing sadness and dismay Prince Mohammed
ligtened to the wrathful Sultan. He falt the injustice of the
reproaches; he admired the magnanimity of Sujah; he plited
the sorrows of his fether-in-law; bul his own mm!hhmg wos

ually daplorabla. He knew the stern r of Aurargzel,
ﬂm never truated any man fwiee, and who would nok over-
logk rebollion even in his own eon. The prospect was full
of gloom on either side. Distrost and mipery were' with
Aujah, and & prison was the least punishment fo bd expested
from Adrangreh, f

Thet night was a sed one for the hushand: and  wife—
almost alone in the world, with scarcely o friend. Happily
they both balisved in the goodness of Ged, and them-
selves uponn Him. On the morrow thay preparsd too leave
the city and their kindred, but il was not done withoul a
struggle and without tsars. The mother of Assha gave her
daughter her blessing, and Sujah presentad tham jowels,
plate and money o n great amount, Under such sad ciroam-
stances did the but lately wedded peir turn their backs on
those they lowad, and pursue their journey to the imperial
camp in Bengal o give thomselves up,

As Mohammed drew near fo the troops he had once
gommanded, and to the general with whom he had ones co-
operated, his melancholy inereased, for the jrony of his fata
pame home to his heart. He almost regretted the slep he had
{aken a few months befora, But a glance at his lovely, brave,
and patient wife, who, in all his trials, was ever faithful and

- trua, revived his spirits, und gave him fresh hoarl. Ha

thanked God for Assha, and whispered to her ms she was
parried along b,:.r hig aide, * Come what may, we have besn

hapjgllogﬂher.

ving approached within o few miles of the imperialists,
Mohammed sent to announce his arrival fo the vizier, Mir

. Jumls, who hastened o recsive him with all the honours dus

to hiz rank. A squadron with drawn swords énciveled the
rince and princsss, and conducted them to a fent, whero
wore delained as prisongrs until instrustions cama from
Aurangzeb to send them on lo Delhi, Thither the unforion-
ata omes wera carried by forced marches, and, sccording lo

_onn story, affer appearing befors Aurangzeb and listening to
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his upb.rﬂ.idl'nﬁ'ﬂ';l thay were jmprisoned in the dreary fortrass

of Owalior 81 death put an end bo thelr misfortunes,

It has bean discovered of lale years, howaver, lhat tha
lovers did nol die at Gwalior. In 1072 they were forgiven
and: romoved to Bebneghur, and reesived an allowance of g

tg%;md rupees per month for their privals expenses, In
1875 Mohammed wes mode commander of bwenty thoosand,

and presenied with a lakh of rupees. In 1078 the ﬁrinne dind,

and was buried close to the celobraled saint, Knitub Addin!
nesr Dalhi.
Ad whal date and under what ciroumstances the Prineess

Assha disd wa cannot say, Of hor Infter days wo can guther

nothing, - All we mre sure of is, that she bravoly shared hep

husbind's misfortunes, and lived to rojoice in his returning

g:usparli]r. Sha was & nobile woman, and her name will ever :

for good. She being dead, yet spaaketh,

T P
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THE VILLAGE MAIDEN WHO BECAME A (JUEEN

Eanty in the fifteanth century thers was horn in the village of
Mudkal, in the south of Indin, & ehild who was named Pretal,
She wus the deughter of & Hindu farmer, and received tha
usual training of a poor f—,m whoss-lot would ba to marry
Eﬂmhnbly the son of a neighbour. But the unaxpeclod was Lo

ppen. in this case, and she who, if she had possessed the
nverage boauly of o village maiden, would have mated with
ona of her own clags, was, on account of har marvallous graces
of peyaon, lo be the unfortunate cause of war belween lwo
gnﬂ# kingdoms, and evontually 0 adorn the harem of a great
prince.

For some years e fair Prelal was happy in her father's
humbis cottage, and was unknown beyond the boundaries of
the villaga of Mudkal, but when shoe was just passing from
girlhood inte womanhood thers came o serpent in the thape
of n Brohmin, nnd mslilled into her hoeorl o sense af hee sur-
pasging lovaliness, nnd {deas of worldly splendour which
mada the vain and foolish maidon disastisfisd with  her
humbla Lok, and led her to sigh for olheér lovers than villsga
Fwaing. 1

The Brahmin who wronght this evil was the pricst of o
na‘.ghbﬂu.rin& temple, and ho had just returned from u
pilgrimags to the holy city of Banaras, with his own haad
& lilile furned by the things he had seen and heard in fhe
coursa of his travels, Eagorly did Preial listen to the wonder-
ful stortes of the priest about hondseme priness and fair
Indies whoss Yife wae ona long round of plessure, and wha
wers never called upon to do any drudgery, but had & b
of sarvanis to wait upon them and altand fo their every wish.
And all too readily was the fatlering asserlion belioved thal,
it only soma great prince could view the village boauly of

. Budkal, her position and fale would be changed ns. hEr
4 t st

o tMWith churms such as yours,' said the wily pria

_ 10 is impossible.'

And after instructing ' the maiden fo soma axtant in the
mystaries of music and ging, the holy man, who had not

by his-récant pilgrimags and’ washings in the sacred Canges:

* arasod from - his heard, ‘ol the pomps and- vanities of ' this

1
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wicked world left the village onoe more, with the dali-
berale intentlon of Bprmdin the news far and wide oF the
lovaliness of the maid of Mudkal,

The priast, it would appear, was not disinterested in. his
saevivas, ‘for s go-betweaen in A 7no|:l marriage he expeclad
fo ba hundsomely rewarded by all parties. In the course of
tima hae aveived at the court of the Hujo of Vijaynagar, tho
rlohesl and most powerful Hinda prince in the soubh of India;
and ‘though, perhaps, without any real alion of success
i gach o high guarler, he boldly declared himsslf to be tha
possessor of  jawal of grenl price in (he form of o malden

more. gracaful than tha nine wives of Krishne, and more

lovely than tho fabled houris of the Moslem paradies.’ The |

buit lopk, and the sccount of the marvellous beauly of the
fair Predal g0 infAlamed tha heart of the Roja that without any
morg consideration or delay he desided to make the maiden
his wifa. : ,
' But when the Brahmin refurned o Muodkal, oven wilh
g5 tampbing an offer as the hand of the Hajo of "r"ljn.ymgur
and the'title of Rani, or princass, the maiden, who svary day
grew more assured of her own chorms, meb him, o his con-
stérnation, with a blank refusal. To he the wife of o Raja
was well and goad, eaid Pratal, but to ba the wife of a greal
Mubammadan prince would be betlar; and sho did neb despaic
soma day of securing such o prize, ;
Bo for the wishes or fancies of o village maiden, prou

gf her benuly, had heen compoarativaly harmlass, hut now,
unfortunataly, evenls wera to take a serious turn, and the
flekleness as woll na loveliness of the demsel was fo lead ta
wars afid to/much bloodshed and cruslly.

~'The Raja'of Vijuyneger, irritated nd tansre ok 4he
rejociion’ of Hig sull, and especially at' the preforenda of tha
fum"s lady for o Mubsmmadan rival, delormined (o invade

g terrilory of his neighbour and abducl the ofénder—thus

obtaining hy foree whol he could not win 18- any dther way!
Ha galeobed for this delicats mizsion ane af his most mmﬁﬁ' :

w&umla, and glving him sommand of five thousknd rdops,

red. him - lo. mareh without: delay to Muodkal: nnd‘ﬂh};ﬁ )

away nolens volens the wayward heatty and her fami

general sob off on his mission, end in due time :r:tﬂga'i.t.hn ;

ol T

B '
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villega: but unfortunaialy no word had been sent o the
simple farmer of the honour intanded for his danghter Pretal,
and when the hostile irgops appeared, oll the inhabitanks of
tha placa fled into the jungle. Thus was the gensral dis-
gppointed of his priza, and, as is so0 common under such cir-
pumslnnses, ha and his soldiers mnl&;il lhgill;. splean  on
naighbouring villages, slaying young and old wilth the of
r.hﬂ.ward.sand I;‘Er\!;i:n'u Lg:‘r'h-‘|EI ufru r laden wiihwi;;ry .
species of spoil but that for which gy had invaded a
noighbour's territory. ,

But the mizchie! did not end thare. Indeed, those law-
Ioaa ots were but the beginning of 4 great storm of war which
was o rage throughoul the Deeccan and the south of India
generally, and which was to cause a fearful lose of life and
properly.

The greal rival houses, al the lime of which we' ere
writing, in the south were the houses of Vijaynagar ‘and
Kalbargn (modorn Gulberga), AL the former rejgned the
Hindu Rajg  alrendy roferred fo, and al the latter the
Muhammetden  King Feroz, surmomed Al Ghezi, or fthe
Victorious, This waz the golden age of Muhammadanism,
pnd by many Farcz was regapded as tho most splendid
govgrdign in India. And he wes ool only en sble general,
but o learned prince. Prom the daye of youth he had heen

‘garafully trained in all the wisdom of the Easi, and when ho

mounied the throng he becorne the patron W,

hilosophy, and learning, nnd thres days in tha weak gav
soturee on botany, geamotry, and logic.

" 'Buk with all his virlues, the Sullan of Kalbarge had

many vices, and one of the mest prominent was a eraving
" for more wines and concubines than any other ralér on garth.

p - 8ir Edward Sullivan, sdmmenting on this weakness, says:
. “Faroz was the most splendid polygamist of histery, < He re-

goived into his harem in one three ‘hundred women, and
despatched agents to all parts of the world to purahass: alives
fo: raplanish the vacancies caused by death or o of

' Asate. - Ha buill o harem et Ferozobad, on the banks of the

: Bimgh, that was a oity in flzalf. -Here he secluded the moaf

 banubiful woman of ‘the known world; houris from Araby,
- Giroassia, Goorgie, Turkey, Hussin, Burcpe, and China wéd

el T
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in-volupbnous sharms wilh the high-caste races of India; with
snch, ho conversed in her own bmgue, and eo aqual wis he
in the distribution of his favours, thot each lady of the senang
bolieved hersalf the most beloved of the saltan.

It will sagily be understood, therefors, thal such o king
is Faror was not likely to pass unnobieed or unpunished such
conduet a5 that of the Raja of Vijaynagar. ' It waa presump-
fuous,” he said, * for & Hindu prince even lo think of sending
an offer of mereiage 'to a villnge maiden in Muhammadan
farritory, ond as for altempling to abduct the fair Pretal, it
was an unpardenable sin' So the order was given al once
{0 boot and saddla, and Feroz marched an army against the
stronghold of Vijaynagar. The Raja, taken unewares, wos
fll-prepared for resislance, bul he bravely met the foa; and
though the eultan ai frsl actually obleined posssssion of
sorno streels of the Hindu capital, he was ere long compelled
fo retire before overpoworing numbers. And now the war
wae carried on in the open country, and for four manthe firg
and sword dasolated the fairesl portions of the land, and the
Mubsmmaodang made sixly thousind captives of both sexes.

. The Haja of Vijoynogar, al lengkh, tired of the stroggle,

:hau,%uhdyal ar from being crushed; sued for pence, and it was

on the condilions that ha should bestow his fairest

ughter in merriage on Feros, and give hor as o dowor

‘fen lakhs of ns, immense quantiiies of the ls of

Coylon, fAfty ohoice alaphants, together with two thousand
men-and women, gingers, danders, and musicians.” ;

And now the Sultan, on his refurn o Kalbarge, gave the
order 4o, bring Pretal, the cause of eo much bloodshed ard

Ihe degradation of the royal race of Vijaymagar, into tha
prosoncs,  Whan Paroz. sow the maiden, even his cribical ex-
perisnce wad astounded af her excellence. He declared ‘that
all who had hithorio desaribed her wears in 1 with tha
tathar of lies fo depreciale a beauly thab far excelled anything
ha had ever soen or conceived of. The monarch went into

tares aver her, and poursd praiss.into her.esars writhout
stint, but wilh unwonted -golf-denial abstained from’ laking
har intaihis havem. Ho was too old, he said, forsuch ok
bt ghie stiould be made the firet queen of his son Hussin the

hair. {0 all-his vost possessivns, TR T
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Hueain was called and wsked whather ha wae agreeable
to such an arrangement, and the young prince, gazing upon
{He lovely maiden, took her bo his heart and swora to be hoer
glave for ever. 2o preparations were made for the llll.'l.'l"-iﬂ'?ﬂ.
which was celebrated amidet unequalled pomp and magnifi-
cened, Foros himsslf actoally giving the bride aweay, Thus
the simple village girl u gingular {rin of circumsiances
becnme the grand lady, the wife of the heir to the throna of
the richesl and ‘most splandid monarchy in India. J

But though Prefal was now comfortably ssitled in life
having oblained all, and more than all, she had ever detrme
possibie, the evil influence of her beauly siill remained nctive.
Tha Raja of Vijaynagar could not forget the slight she had
put upon him in rofusing his hand, and the aclunl marriage
of the maiden to the son of his enemy woa like sdding Tusl to
fira. He chafed sorely under the sense of his wrongs, ‘and
secrelly praparad for o day of releibulion, whith wag nol
. very long in coming. :

Foroz was just as eaper s the Hajo for o renewal of
hostilities, and was oot sorry (o learn that the Hindu prince
was defermined nob to farget the affair of the quarral about
Pretal. And when fwo kings are longing for war, it does nol
fake much {o bring it aboul. An excuse was found, and once
mara the Hindus and Muhammadanz of the South measared
their strength, and this timg with a very dillerent  resull,
Feroz laid siege W the strong fortress of Bilkondah, which

- resisted all his might; then an epidemic set in and dispiriled

. his army, and the Raja of Vijaynegar arriving just then, and
. abagking the enemy wilh greal vigour, the Muhsmmaden
. army waos defeated nnd slmost annihilated. This was the
. firat great viclory the Hindus had obtained over  their
- hereditary foes, and never was rovenge more sweet booan
. app and insulted tace, For and wide villages ware
. buril and destroyed, mosques and holy places wers dafilad,
- ind the haughly followars of Telam were made lo drink deep
© of tha aup of humiliation.

-~ Faroms retived to his capital near the modern Hyderabad,
S land 4o va the disgrmml:lf dﬂ?l' 1.:tﬂ.ar guch a long
. series o prey upon his mind, thal he ook lo his
: A died afler a r:?gn of twenky-five years,

.-'R.
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And now wa loek for the lovaly Pratal to be raised o tha
height of human ambitlon as the consorl of a reigning prinoe,
baat it was nob bo b, - Hueain Khan, her husband, wes o man
of fleres lempar and of weak mind, and the people generally
dislilced him, Taking sdvaniage of this state of things, his
uncle, Khan Khanan, detarmined to seize the throne, which
ha-apeedily effected, as vory little rasistanca was offered. The
new ruler, a man of energy wnd daring, was withal of o
kindly disposilion; and ins of pulling vut the eyes or

cubling of the head. of his unfortunate nephew, which was

the vsual custom, he granted him permiszsion to rebirs o
Farozabnd with ample means and vetinog, and allowed him b
Bhunt and divert himealf within a limit of eighl miles round
his paloce,

Pratal had to go with her lord, and ol Farozabad she
remaingd for moany years, not, we ara told, unhappy, for she

was a true and loving wife, bul still somewhal disappeinted

fhat the erown of royalty which had been within her graep
ghould have been plucked so unexpeatedly and rudely away.

1
i



PADMINI OF CHITORE

In 1275 o.n, tha boy Lakumel succeeded lo the soversigniy of
the Hindo kmgdom of Mewar, of which Chitora, the reposi-
tory ab that time of all thet wos precious of the arts of India,
was tha capiial city.

During the minarily of Lakumesi, hiz uncle, Bhimsi, raled
the land; and being & man of great ability and bravery, and
loyal to his nephew, the state sseaped those internal quarrela
| which have 50 often proved the weakness and ruin of Indian
kingdoms whan a minor was on tha {hrone,

Padmini, whosa wonderful history and sad fafs wa
doesign to ak-nl-r.‘h was the wite of Bhimsi, Her sarly lifo wos
spent, wo supposs, in the beawtiful islend of Ceylon, for her
inthar wns Hamir Sank of thal land. But of tha days of
youth and sarly womanhoad of our herging wa know nothing,
48 history only takes up bhe thread of her life from the time of
her morringe with Bhimsi of Chitore.

The v&g name of thiz lndy speaks of her r.hlrma. of

ag Padmini was a bitla only bestowed on the super-

ul.l\rn'l'l.l' fair.  And the graces of mind and heart seem in this

cnse to have been as p]emng a5 the outward appeerance, and

in all gencrations har matchlazz beauty has formad. the
ingpiring thamea of he bards of Hindusthan,

Unhappily for tha pasca of hersalf, har hughand . and
reinfives, the story of the wondeeful Joveliness of Padmini
travalled to Dalhi, and the imagination of the Pathan Emperor
Ala-ud-din' was inflamed by tha deecriptiona he recelved of
thie houri of Chitore, and he determined Lo becoma the posses.
. sor of such o rg:iza Already Als-ud-din had in his ilmrm.
 Kamala Dévi, beautiful wifs of Kurrun Rai, tha defeated
Bagruf l]'xmmt but the possession of one fair Hindu pringesa
i iada the Emperor Ala-ud-din the more  eagar’ o
. obtuin dnother, who from sll wccounfs would prove 1o be
Muiver giill.

: Hl.wi.ug l.l'rﬂudy real or imaginary couses of offence fo-

. warda the princes “of Rajpuiana, tha amperor, with tha
“additional indentive 'of | oblaining - pomsssaion of the 1o
hdmlm. declared wer eguinst them, end sent a mﬂvﬂo&l{‘




128 FAMOUS WOMEN OF INDIA

army lo the city of Chitora. Afler o weary march of several
months the imperial troops arrived ab the walls of that strong
eiby and fortross, and Irid siege to ft, but the skill of Bhims -
and tha bravery of his vassals, added to the almost imp egT:
able charscter of the place, deflad the ubmost afforia am@
besisgers, and far dnce Aln-ud-din Bad to think of giving u
an undariaking that ha had set his bigart upan and Begun w-ﬂ.ﬂ
such ardour.

Some of his counsellors, however, urged the emperor 1o
gonk i ghtuin by cunning pnd deoatt wheb bo coold nob win'
by tho force of his wrma. And tn pursuance of hia objest
tha following stralagem was arranged. A demand was sent
{0 Bhimei simply for a sight of the extragrdinary hasuty wha
wits the real conse of the elege, with the promise that Ala-ud-
din would immediately thersafler willideaw hiz {roops and
valurn to Delhi. Dhimsi, with no litlle diplomacy, agread to
thia ast on bwo aondittons, wie., that the emperor should
enler Chitore with only a few followers; and that Padmin
should be seen only through the medium of spveral mirmora,
This was not what Alaud-din wished, for it gave him no =

orkbunity for carrying off the 1 by forge; but still ha
declared his approval, for it suggested to him anotber, though
baser, way of gaining hiz ends. ; |

The strange scene was therafore wilnessed ane Lright '
April day—perhaps the first day of April—of 4 Mubam-
madan mtﬁm anw:-m_n ﬂi;:ld.u oily, and spmidiungd qim ot |
mndmg' ara & looking-glass gazing ‘Wi Y

. pdmica upon the reflected charms uﬁ o Rajpul pm i
I was doubtless good fun for the Muhammadan, bul it wis
vearmwood and- gall do the chivalrous Hindus, who esteamead
{ha-honour of Wheir women [ar ahave all earthly comsidara-

ligns, " Tha proud warriors fretled and fumed with i e

{ign and anger, that the wife of their ruler should. he:subj S

ed te the humiliation of showing. her face and form toam

Muhommadan, sven through the refleation of o dezen mi i g

bt &= the condition ‘of the withdrawal of the enamy from.thet -
wgllicé ‘of their city they Dore the insuil snd restrained their

wrain. | i

The interview over, Alo-nd-din withdrew. His omiry i,u'l;g.'
the cily ab.oll with a small escort was like walking intisa
; n
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lion's den: bud the Emperor knew sulllient of the characler of
tha Rajpuls to trust to their bhonour, if & promise of =af
wara ance given. Dul though ha could -appreciate good fait
in others, ho had not the greatness of eharpeler fo show il him-
self, and this wanl of true honour wad menliness now enabled
him to gnin ihe advantoge over the ruler of Chitore. Tuming
to Bhimsi, he said: * Coma with me to the foot of the fonlress,
and thero we will pact s frionds.’  And the Rajpul, unwilling
to be outdone in confldenon, aocompanied the Emperor to tha
ﬁlw.' he menkioned; but with unequalled decsit Aln-ud-din

ad prepared an ambush, and Bhimsi was at onca ssiged and
borne off trivmphantly to the enemies’ camp.

Thare was greal zorrow In Chitore when the capture of
tholr princs was knowngand it was incressad almost (0 des-
pair when the insulling message come that the lberiy of
Bhimsi was dependent upon the surrender of tha baautiful
Padmini to the Emperar. The anguish of the lady who waa
the cause of all thesa troubles was something piliable— Her
gyes beoame lusireless, her cheeks wan and pale, and. her
lovely fnce began io loze ils charme' And so for & wesk
sorraw refgned supreme in Chitore and in the royal palace,
The diffieulty wos lo know whel to do, for whils Rajput
honour forbede even the thought of the surrendsr of Padmini,
the loga of Bhimsi was deaply felt, as thers was no ono lo
replace him in the position he had flled es the gusrdian of
Lakumsl, the young HRans, and as the Lord tor . of.
Mawar.

But now woman's wit coms to the, rescue, and Padmini
proposed o schemea, which, though besst with dificullies and
dangers, was just such as hvave knighls would woleome will
delight. . The schome was lo meed guile with guile, and deceit
with decsil. Word was {o be sent to Als-ud-din that tha abe

. jeol of his desires would be given up lo him, and pormizsion

was to ba asked for her to be accompanied by s Jarge trein
af famales and handmoids, such es befitded her high station.

| Tiograh, a prince of Ceylen, an uncle of Padmini; wae deputed

ta vieil Ale-ud-din and make all the neosssury o ents,;
When ha appearsd before the Em and declared larms
of surrender, that monarch was dalightad, * Hurey. back, my

. driend; at onca,! ha said, ' and 1ed Padmini come stiended as

‘gha likes bogl; and as befits o future Emprass of Delbi.'  Bulb
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when tha princs auigcsu:d that besides tha train of femals
attendants Padmini should have with her a small rabinue of
armed men, the merry amperor repliad: *No, nel wa don't
%arm‘.t that. We like not an encmy’s foress in our camp,

ke our agsurancs thal no =oldier shall dare {o violale the

sanctity of female decorum and privasy or disobey our.

commands.’

On the day appointed, the stats palangquin of Pedmind wos
ssen fo lenve the gates of Chitore, and all but these in the
asorat supposad that the fairv lady waos within, but in her place
was Bedul, a young and brave relative, fully armod for baltle,
while Padmini remained in ssclusion in her Eu.lu.na, a'll.I:mgr
with the slata pa..'lnnguin went soven hundrad others supposs
o contain the handmaids of ihe princess, bub in vealily
coritaining the bravest knights of Chitors. And the seven
hundred palanquing were each borne by six armed eoldiers
disguised as portars, ao that nlu]er five thousand warriors
were thus transported into the hear Rr;:l‘ the Pathan camp.

'"When the procession resched destination, Gwoorah

" slepped forward and domanded the liberty of Bhimsi, bub
Ala-tididin with a smile shook his head and said: ‘' Not yal,
miy feiend, ~Your prince shall be liberaled after 1 have

married his wife: 41l then, lat the gold T give thee keep thes

in hitmour.” Goorah's face was overcnst, but recovering his
solf-posseasion, he ohserved: ° Prdmini requests as a fovour
from her future lord that she may ba grantad a Iast interview
with her prasent husband.'
- The supposed Rajput woman had been received in n rich
: lion arseted near &1& Emperor's tant, dnd - thithar Bhimal]
. by permission of Ala-ud-din, was conducted, and half an houe
- was Allowed for 4 private interview, Thes impatient monarch,
hiowrdver, walted at the entronge to fhe pavilion sst’ aside”

with his wife xras prolonged over the lime appointod, ha

me;n‘n]i i for the uge of Padmini, and as the lord proteclors

bé'gpn o bo angry, and wnahle tosontral himsalf, he siddeniy
bnrst into the apartment. Creal was his donaternation whan,

; mﬂﬁ of finding thera the fair objecl of his affections, he

bt
propotiions, Tally srmed for balil.
S Trdng

dnchary! ireachary!” shouted thé Emperor, nnd’ ,
guards. vushicd i in Haste. ! Dovwn ‘with tha 1ﬂﬂﬂdli."%l:'.l:$g-'_

wonversing with Bhinisi o youthfol warrior of glgantie y
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claimad Bhimsi, and ol the cry the Hower of Mewar chivalry
crowdad around their pringe. Dedul, the  young warriar,,
ouncad upim Ala-ud-din  like a tiger, and the throne of
E!a]hi would have been rendered speedily vecunt if some of
the royel guards had nob rushed to the rescua and at the
pacrifice of their own lives saved that of their Emperor.

A flerce and bloody contest now ensued, the Muham-
madan parly gaining rapidly in numberes and  sieongth as
the true stata of affairs hecame known throughoul the samp,
Tho surprise was sudden, but all {he Hindus could hope 4o doy,
was to gel away with thair prince. A fAeat hores was in re-
gerva for Bhimel, upon which he mounted, and bhen it was
a raos for life; bub the aseaps wos sugesssfully accomplished,
though the choicest of the herces of Chitora disd in ieapu-q:{
back the Emperor's lroops. Of tha five thousand who wen
forth in the pride of steemgil in the morning, bud few in the
avaning returned to their homes. Y

And of the beave men Lthol died, the nobls Goorah was
oo, Well had he pluyed his part, and his death was a groal
loss to Chitore; but as it was death upon the field of battle and
in defence of hie chief, it wos a couse rather of rejoleing than
of griefl. His widow, who Erapm{i for death at once upon
the funeral-pyre, is said to have spoken thus lo Bedul, who
wis with her lard to thelast: *How did my lord condust him-
salf, my boy?' And the brove siripling angwered: ' Ho was
tho reapor of the horvest of battle; I fallowod his sléps ns e
humble gleansr of his sword, On the gory bed of honour ha
gpread o aa of tho slin: o burbnrflun prinds his pillow,
he Inid him down, and sleeps surrounded. by the foo® Again
the Jady said: * But tell me, Bedul, how did my love hahaiat®
tOh, motharl' exclaimed the youth, ' how furthar desoribe
hig deeds, when he lefi no fos o dread or ndimire Biml®
Thereupon the sael smiled farawell, and sdding, ' My lord
will chide my delay,’ sprang inlo the qgmnﬁm._;: W
Though the death of a5 many horoes, and especinlly of |
hor kinsman, Goorah, was o great griaf lo Padmin?,'m groal
was har joy, and greal was the rejoising of the shole city,

« thaf Blimst, the lord protector, had been reseued.

/But there was lillle tima far forms of thanksgiving, P

ﬁlﬂ—u.d-dm with his forces was o the gate of the fortrosa,
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With eagerness'did the Rojputs sully forth o mect Lo enemy,
snd animated by thae noblest senfimenis—the deliveranca of
their chief and the honour of his princess—they foughl like
lions, and though the Mubommadans outnumbered them, yet
did they drive tham back with quﬁll slaughter, and Alr-ud.
din was compelled (o raise the slege and rveturn to Delhi.

Bul the Emparor, though dafeatad and crippled in his re-
spurces, did not give up s detorminakion o win the lovely
Padmini. Indend, his cagorness {o posssss the great prize
becama greater than ever, and sitreining every nerve, ha
gathared togather frash troops, and after a few years sab oul
onanother expedition ageinst Chitore, vowing this Hme that
he would not give up the siege until he oblained the chjeat of
hiz deelrea or levelled the elty with the ground. This waa
parly in the fourteenth century.

MNews of the approsching invosion {hu-a-ad::iy reachad
Chitore, of which Bhimel was now Rana, the lad Lakumsi
haying died in the interval, Bub so woakened was (he fortress
hy former onelaughts, and so few comparaiively wers now tha
defenders, that thers ssamed to be no hopa of sucoesafull
aping with the fresh legions of Ale-ud-din's armies. Bul ye
Bhiamei .insﬁw}..b his devoted queen, Padmini, datarmined
g' resist unto death, and they eelemnly pledged ong anobher
ﬂ# they would never fall into the hands of the Emperor

.

.., For o fime the defence was maintained with vigour, but
Ale-ud-din earried on his allaek persistenily, until sl length

ha bbtained ihe hill ab the southern point, which was {he
Kpy to the cifedel, and then all hope was ruiinqulﬂlmd by iha
besisged.  Bhimsl and Padmini wore now in great distress,
Aor foared. that the Emperor when he entarad the eily
would * ine entire decimation of fheir house, and thus
dﬁhﬁf t]i;g t[:}:ﬁu.edorn:hnfiﬂewar for ever, )
. The historian of ths lime, dwelling on Lhis point; repra-
sents the Nana Rhimsi, afler an nrdunui day, ah'a%a]ml' on his
| pallet; and dmmil:g night of watthful anely, pondering on
fig\means by which ha might preserve from the general des-
bruction one al least of his twelve sons—when o voioe broke,

on his solituds, excluiming * Myn bhuka ho® (1 sm hungnra]l; y

Raising his oyes, the King saw by tbe dim glate of a di
Inmp. the majestio form of tha guardian goddess of gn%m

LY e —
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‘ Art thou not sabisfled, dread goddess, muttersd the pringo,
*{hough- eighl thousand of my kith and kin ware lata an
offering io Lhee?" 'No, not eaiisfled,’ answered Lho speaire;
‘T mnuet have royal vielims; and if twalve who wear e
dipdem bleed not for Chitere, the land will paes from the
line.’

The next morning the King lold his slmngﬁi experienge
{0 his sorrowlng wife, and thab feir lady advised him Lo call n
pouncil of his chiefs and lay the matler before tham, VWhen
the chiafs had heard the siory they loughed, and treatad the
vigion as the droam of o disordered fancy. Bulb {he  King
eommanded their etlendance at midnight the following day,
when again tha goddess eppeared and repeated the lerms cn
which alone she would remain amongst them. 'Though
thousands of barbarions,’ she said, * strew the earih, what are
they to me?  On ench doy enthrone a prinse.  Lek the insignia
of royalty proclaim his sovereigniy, and for three days Loy s
decrees be suprome, and on the fourth then let him moek fhe
fos and his fate. Then only may T remain,'

When the matter was thus plainly made known, thare
arose a_‘.]gmlruuu contention amongst the brave sons of Bhimsi
and’ Padmini who ghould ba the firsl victim fo avert the
threatened woos, The oldest son, Ursl, plandsd his priority
of hirth, which al Jengih was seceded to, and thersupon he
was proclaimad ruler. For thres d he reigned supremo,
and on (ke fourth he sallied out of E: gates of the cily and
died fghting wgeiost the enemy.  And cach brother in'furm
followed that nioble example, until all but the youngesh of tho

| King's sons were slain.

When it cama o the turn of the Euunga!t, Bhimsi inter
posed his paternnal authority and fovhado the coronation. “Tha
b born,” he said, 'sdall live, and shall bear our nqma. .

Lo Y devolo ysalf o Ohitors.”

~“Bui anolher awful sacrifice wus to procede the death of
Thirmel, and that was nothing less than the immolation of all

 {he femnlen in the city by the horribla tite called Jofiur. This

/s 0 sitatige custom prechised o Bajpuls lo preservs
gir !lmn_faljfrum poliution or captivily. . Not gven the 1
Padmini’ was o be spared, nor did sha wieh ta ba, as har

‘Wwould die the following dey, and if she were lofl alone she
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must perforce become the slove of ihe hateful Emperor Ala-ud- 'J.,
din, who had so croslly persaculed the house of Mowar, i

Without delay men appointed for tha fask prepored all
things for the Jodmer, An immense fungral-pyre wes lightad
in-a 6t sublerranenn retreat in chambers imparvious lo
tha light of day, and when the signal was given, the defenders ]
of Chitore baheld their princcsses, wives, and daughtars, fos
e number of several thousands, pass in procession through |
the strests, and enler the mouth of the cavern from which |
they would never more emarge. b

Padmini the fair, the Dbeauliful, the unforionate, the
ndored of her husbend, and the idel of the peopls, was ihe
laslt of the Ehrut arowd of martyre, and she lurnod at the
sntrance of the sublevtanann chamber and waved & sad a.nﬂ.'f;:.‘i
yet proud adiow to her lord and lo the sssemblad speolators,
I'hen she disappeared, and tha entrance was olosed, und not
oven a sound was heard to indicate thab aﬁ; one of thosa ill:-
fMFE females shrank from the flery death feh was appoint.

e, b
. Tha naxt day the youngest son of Bhimsi and Padmini .
within chosen band of associates, cut his way through tha
nemy's ranks and escaped to & place of safely, from wh b}
his descendants in after-days roburned to win boek thair Jodf
 possessions. |
. dAnd now Bhimel, Iaft alona, pul on his saffron robe, tha
emblam of saerifice, and calling around him hiz devoted o d
for whom life had no ]un&er any charme, ha threw open the
porfals and descended to tha plains, and with o recklezs des:
r carried death, and met il, in (he crowdasd ranks of the

e & C A4
..~ When Ale-lid-din entered the cily of Chitore thus dearly
won, he lngintapm1m of an-inunimate capital strewsd over |
with the dead bodies of numbers of is brave dofenders, and
tha emoke was sbill issuing from the recesses whers lay con
simod {I.he once fair objet of his love, ihe unfortunads
mini, y
i And sines thal sad day the cavern of the Johur af t
his been held sacred. No eys has ponctrated ite glodm,
si:ﬁrsuﬂm has placed ab its mouth & huge ssrpont,” wi
with its venomous breath for sver hars the wiy and giar
Hrw asties of the dead’ from: deflloment: =t R

<




DEWAL DEVI, PRINCESE OF GUZERAT

Gueersr, or Gujeral, is tha pame given to the northern
maritime provinge of ihe Bombay Presidency. Hunter thus
defines iL: 'Ii Ineludes the paninsuln of Kathivwar, and {e
boundad on tha north by Rajpulana, on the east by the spurs

“of the Vindhya and Belpure ronges, on the south the

Konken, and on the wesi by the san.' In {881 Guzeral had a
fotal area of 70,008 square miles, and a lotn]l populstion of
0,779,780, or mare than ona-half the pepulation of tha Bombay
Presidency.

Ounr siory tales us back, however, lo the close of the
thirtaenth and the baginning of the fourleenih century, and
what the exact size and strength of tha kKingdom was af that
date il is :m]iguwhla o say, Thers con be no doubt, howaver,
that i wasz large nnd powerful, probably litila inferior o
what it is at present,

Our horoing, Dowil Davi, waa tha only daughter of tha
brava but unfortunale Kurrun Hai, the Haja of Guzernl. In
the year 4267 A.0. Guzerat was invaded by order of Ala-ud-din,
the Huha.mmndun Emperor of Delhi; and though tha Raja
defended his kingdom with groat 5]‘.!41'11. and indomitable
eourage, ha was forcad nt length to Aee nnd to léave his posses-
glons o the hand of the enamy. Dewal Devi flad h her
father, Wt Kamala Dovi, the wife of Kurron Bai and the
maother of Dewal Davi, was unfortunstely taken prisonsec and
carriad off & captive to 'Dalhi.

L&t us Jook for & moment st the fale which ovarlock
Kamaly Davi at the capital of the Muhammadan Em}:-{ra, far
thiz event hud much to do wikh the later eventiul iocidents in

~ihe- lifa of her daughier. As so often ha

princessas, aven of Hindu hnusm}akam nnph:rzipehy Muham-
madan rulers, Kamala Devi was
Emparor Als-ud-din, And soon her beauby, dlalents; and

- necomplisimenta gained for her the undivided affection of

that manarch; and she shone in the besh and most sumptoons

| Captrimenta ol tha palace with ull the splendour ul Eastern
I uniﬂunﬂ i
v Amd it i8 maid that, transported with an  Emporori

pirasion; Kamala Devi pul awoy from her the loves ard

an inta the zanana of fhs
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memorials of the past, and sought to forget that she had ever
been the wife of Kurrun Rai, the Raja of Guzeral. Cynics
who deride woman's faithfulness may cite Kamala De\n with
justice as a prominent inslance of an inconstant wife.

But though Kamala Devi could put out of her mind and
affection her unfortunate husband, her mother’s heart pined
after her daughter; and after a little while she frankly con-
fessed to the%mperor that, though she was happy in his love
and favours, there was a yearning that she longed to have
gratified, and that was the possession of Dewal Devi, who had
gone with her father into exile after he had lost his throng
and kingdom. Then Ala-ud-din swore by the beard of the -
Prophet that the beloved of his heart should have her wish.
Thereupon he gave commandment to his governors and
princes that they were all, as opportunity arose, to bend their
energies to the capture of the maiden,

When Kurrun Rai was defeated he fled {o Baglana, the
nearest port of the Deccan to the dominions he had lost, and
there he hoped not only to hold his own, but in time to gather
together forces for an atfempt to recover Guzerat. And
Dewal Devi dwelt with him, and was the sharer of his sorrows'
‘and the confidante of his hopes. : ;

: "And the maiden is described at that time, when verging
on her fifteenth year, as pre-eminently beautiful. “Her eyes
were dark, wild, and timorously shy, yet brilliant as the |
purest gems; her lips were as red as the red lotus, her hair of
- the raven's hue, and her whole flgure combined loveliness
with majesty, while the lightness of her step bore compariso:
~only with the elasticity of her heart.” 5
Life all Indian maidens, Dewal Devi thought much o
love ‘and marriage, and often wondered who of nofe wonls
espouse her now that her father had lost his throne. And
one day when her heart was full of those musings, and sh
was strolling at sunset in the flelds around the fortress o
‘Baglana, a wandering gipsy met her, one of that ubiguitou
race to be found the world over, and accosted her with the
question ' ' Wouldst thou, fair maiden, know thy future
desfiny? = Let me see thy hand!' And 'the little hand was
presented ‘with fear and trembling for serutiny, and after
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myeh eonsideration \he gipsy quesn gave tho myslerfous in-
formuotion in tones of trivmph: * The thresd of thy life shall
be mingled with a forefgn yurn.' But there the foratolling
ended, and tho moiden hurried bock to the castle far from
satisfied,

As il in fulfllment of the propheey of the gipsy, ¥ory soom
ofter this thers came a request from the Raja of Deogird, a
Mahratia prince, for the hand of Whe princess, for his son and
heir Sunkuldeo. Now, Hajpub women in those days held
allinnces with Mahratias to be almost as degrading as thosa
with Muhummadans, so that Dewal Davi didsll-!ﬂl- take Kindly
lo the propozal when har father broke Uhe news to her.  Then,
besides the obligniion of casle, the young lady knew the muilor
in question and did not regard him with favour, Sunkuldeo
wos on ill-looking and exhausted debauches, who, { h
on the sunny eide of thirly, hud slrendy long outlivad h
youth, and thus il wos very excusabla in'a young and lovaly
maiden to shrink wilh aversion from sush an allignes,

Kurrun Rai, however, was in favour of (ho malgh,
mainly boonuse the Roje of Deogiri was at enmity with tha
Emperor Ale-ud-din, and as his daughier did not ventura to
oxpross her inward dislike, ha interpretod her silonce os
anquisseones, and sent boek word o Deogiri that everyihing
wis salisfoctorily arranged and (hat he would be glad to
bestew his child upon Bunkuldes, And Dewal Devi, romem-
bering the saying of the gipey queen, ' The thread of thy lifa
ghall mingle with 4 farmﬁn yarn,” resigned herself to what
she pongeived bo be her fata. ,.

But now cameé an altogether unaxpectad. turn of events:
Ala-ud-din having resolved 1o punish.and hring to subjectisn
Romdeo, the Rajo of Deogird; sent an army against him gnde

the leadarship of the eunuah Malik Cafeer. Alaph Kban, who '

had Man.npmintad Gavernor of Glzarst; the songqieced’ Kin
dam; was also instrusted to co-operate with the sunuch; ‘and

py J
the’ ror himself to toke Beglinn by the woy, dnd e if
he-aould not coma to terma with the ex-Raja; Kurrah Rai, €0

*thob i rétum for baing lof in’peate ho mt‘nghl.:-give-'up s

;Ii\?htur,-lliwﬂ Devi.  But the indignant father refused, and
Baid that the Bmperar shotld only oblain his child over his
aﬁ‘a hn'&;"- T Py Tanabd bl 15 k iny T

Ll et ks S

?mrul was given in addibion privale instriactions from
T
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When Alaph Ehan was convinced thab his overlures were
iiseless, he roselved on war, and marched with his army
against Baglang and defeated and dispersad the Raja's army,
But his wvictory, after all, afforded him lille eolisfaclion, for
when he enlered thy fortress he found that both Kurrun Ratd
and Dewal ‘Davi Im& escaped him, The wheraabools of the
Rajo ha-goon dissdvered, but he waos sale from pursuit. The |
hiding-place of Dewal Devi—for she was not with hor father
—he could nol, however, lrace, and thereat he was mush dis-
tressed; for knowing the anxiety of Eamala Davi to rogain her
:Inl;;fhiar, and her influence over the Emperor, he fenredito
gand fo Dalhinews of his failure. 'Wilth & troubled hsart ha
Werefors turned his face towards Deogivi to perform the o
second part of his duty, in assisting te coplure thot fortress,
hoping against hope that hiz agenis whom he laft behind
would be able o diseover keases of the missing lady.

And whére all the lima wus Dawal Dayl hidden? Har
fathor, whon Bugling wos bésicged, had sénl hor off under
En ri'on the road to Deogiri, that she might be married to
her intended husband, who probably would be hetter abls fo°

ateat fer than himself, Kuerun Rai, however, had givan®

@ ‘Becort instructions, if the way were blucked, or if dan :
fhranteniad near Deogiri, to hida Dawal Devi for o time in fhe
eaves of Ellora, And this had been done. When the lady
drew’ near to Deogiri she found that that foriress alss “was
threatenad with siegs hy command of the Emperor, ond nol
heing very eager, bul, ns we hove seen, somewhat loth fo e
united with the House of Deogiri, ahe gladly availed harsatf
of the alternative courss of going into hiding at Ellora—at any
rabafar o sadson. 1 the marciage, she seid, must be |ater o,
5 ek Be: bud it Bunkuldeo wanted har be st wait for her,

«  The celebralad caves of Ellora in which tha princess wes
hiddan; ara at the presant day. ona of tha great sights of Indis, |
Thay are-excavated in.the face of a hill, and, run nearly north
and south for o quarter of & mile, They ore divided: Gnto
{hrea distinet #8, tha Duddhist, tha Brahminieal, and tha
Jain, and-are arranged almost chronologically, Farlusgor, i
hig ! History of India pnd Easstern Architacture,” Ipaih-u«f-.ﬂlaﬁi
chief building, eallad the Kailas, a5 ona of the most W i
and interesting monuments of architeolursl ar o Indiag o ]

il

g
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beauty and singularity always exeils the astonishmeant of
travallers. . . . Ib is nob o mere inlerior chamber cut in the

ronk; but is A model of & completa temple, such as might hava
been grocled on tha plain, Tha rock has besn eul away ax-
ternally os well es imiernally,' And yet o cunningly have
thesa cave temples been devised gnd arranged, thet owing to
an onter wall of rock with an entrance through it, the sxcaya-
tions are not gonerally seen from the oulside al all, and a
Eumn might pass along their front wilhout being aware of
heir existence unless warned of the [ool, ik
Porhiops o month aftor Dowal Devi hed romanticatly
{aken up her abode in the caves of Ellora, n party of Mubmm-
madan goldiars with Alaph Khan at its head want to'vidw tha
caves, nob for o meoment dreaming that the princess, aboul
whose sudden snd myslerivus disappearance they were troubl-
ed, would bo thus discovered. 'Tha party eniozed by
the southern portal, & handsome galeway cut through the solid
rock. In the compound (o which this gave admittance stood
o magnificent temple, claboralely ornamented with complax
sonlpturs, which, though much injurad by time, retoined
trages of grent b(-nut}r Most of the representations were of
heathen deilies, which the followers of the prophel ware
bound to regard with horror, notwithelanding their valus as
works of arl. Bul thoss which reprisinted warriors u.n.d
battlefields, bull-fights, and the figures of animals gan
they were not eynical enough'to condemn.  They viewad w.
‘wronder the works of a peaple wihon: Thoy word habiton
rogard with nofibempl, The massive steps, the colossyl p
the handsome obelisks, and the gighntic figures, all farved qful:
of the solid:rock, seemed t6 hava mquirmi the enemgy of pra,
{arnatural han:ga to construok them, and os'the vigitors pa
Trom e pxeavetion toanother to ]nnk nf. them, they wad,
:upprrau their admiration and: wondee,

ving Mhoroughly, a4 tha;r thaught, examined, i,]],g. m
han and I::s soldigrs werae about to retrace their aleps
bm:l: to camp, when the accidental rufing of garments
hutraged fhia raﬂarmﬁ in an udmmm,;: Emtw of by lony
mu baauti muu:lon uwdunuf igh' lindag a, und :
thar a o aldﬂu'a.d;r, TEI an attendani, Whep
ludbm ound  they were ﬂimwaraé thay at ance look tor
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Right, and though they were followed, they culslrippad Whoir
pursusrs, mnning through Iabyrinthine alleys with whish the
sirangors wer unfamiliar,

Alaph Khan had no suspicion of the valve of the prize
that hed esca him, for he imagined Dewal Devi was in
hiding in another part of the counlry altogether; bud, still, he
epent hours in searching for ihe ladies, for the beauty of tha

unger of the two bad touched his heart. It was in vain,
igwever, that every nook and cornar of the caves was explored,
lor not a trace of tha fugitives could be discovered, And the
Brahmins who conducled the soldiers prefended not te know
anybhing about the fair ones, and affected fo ba astonished that
such had eniered the precinets of the cave without their
knowladge.

After o long search, Aluph Khan, despuiring of finding
tha ladies without the aid of tha priests, drew the chisf
Brohmin on one side, and slipping gold inlo his hand, said:
‘Now tell us, friend, whersabouls they are.' ‘In full mareh
feir iri, 1 suppose,’ was the reply. 'For Deogirll Do
they beolong to that house?" “Mob yel, but soon,’ was the
enigmatical answer,

8lill in the dark, the genernl was only chagrined that ha
hed not cought the lovely woman in tha caves, ' Shall we

ve shaga?' ' Is it worth while?' he said, lurning o hiz men.
Yas, lel us gol' the suldiers answered al once. And in &
few minutes the Muhammadans weare in hob pursuil, and efter
an hour or more of hard riding came up with the y
who, however, had a larger gsoort than Alaph Khan bad bar-
d for. Bui the Moslam cavaliers afler a sharp struggle
spersed the Hindus, and he lodies were in their powar.
Much alarmod, bul yel presorving her dignity, the pringess

alighted from her palanguin, and in angwer fo & question from!
tho leader of the party, sald boldly: 'l am Dewsl Devi,
daughler of the fugilive Rejn of Guzerat. Am I woor

. prisoner?’

o ks

If the heavans had fallen, Alaph Khan sould not bave beert.

maors astonished than he was on hearing this declaralion. The

Iaﬂ; whom he supposed was in hiding far avay in the sonth,
an

whom he bad lefl agenls {o discover, if possiblo, was hﬁ

bafore him, in the neighbourhoad, almost ab the gates, of : 3
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foriress of Deogiri, And he soon oblained the information
lhat sha was on her way to mﬂn&r Sunkuldeo, the son of the
contumacions Raja whom he had besn sant to punish, Bt
astonishment with the goneral soom gave place lo other feol-
ings, and falling on his knees before the princess, he said:
’l.-a:'iiy, I am your slave, but my orders are to escorl you io
Delhi’

Thus strangaly and unexpeclediy was Dowal Dovi ssourad,
whan hope ssemed at the lowest ebb, and whan the princess
was within a stone's throw of her destinokion. No time waes
lost by Alaph Kban in hoaring off his prize to tha courl of his
mastar, and grest wes the joy of Komala Devi, the orring
mother,  And Dewal Devl, 8 must be confessed, was ool much

vod af the turn ovonts had taken, She was desply sorry

be eorried so far away from her gallant gire, whom eha
piverenced and loved, but, on the other hend, it waos o relisf
{0 hove ossaped from her afflanced hushand, the  odious
Sunkuldeo.

In the Emperor's paloes o suite of rooms was placed at tha
dieposal of the maiden, near to her mother's, and though at
first mother and child fell estranged and spake lo each other
coldly, by degraes natoral feelings asserlod themsalves and the
two wers reconciled,  And now everything was done to make
Dewal Davi happy, and (o reeancile her to lasting separetion
trom her father. And in fime, though she never forgol her
parent far away in exila and enduring greal haedships, sbe
Fhive upcfrmmg about him, Daily she prayed to the gods for
him, and ehe fondly hoped thad brighler days would come for
the mush:-tried father, hut it was not 4o be.  Tha lion-heartad
old man died in lonely oxile, grieving o tha end af the separg-
tion from hiz wife and daughter.

And how fared i still later with Dewal Davi? Boshii
Chandra Dulta in his ‘Bengalians’ tells us: :

“ [k was o olear evening, and the princess wag sitting by &
Intticed window thab overlooked the beautiful zenana gardens
nh Tiethi, dreaming of Ihing& whish maidens only will think
of.. Suddenly the door of her apartment opaned, and to hor

- earprise Prince Khizar, the eldest son of the Emperor Ala-ud- *
%M befors her. She rosa with downcast cyes Lo Teoaive

y her cheks were suffused with blushes. Her agibe-
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fion. sorved an!w heightan her charms, end the prinee stood
with arms folded, keoping his eyes steadily fixed on har
haauty, as If speechless wilh astomishment, At last Dewal
Dovi broke the silance.
; “irhat sesks the Emperor's son in the sparbment of his
glave?”
""Parmission to throw himsel! ob your feod, lady" said
ke impessionad Khizer, and he knalt before her.
~ “Tha vowa and loves of the prince were poured into a
willing ear, Ha was young, handsome, and brave
gecomplishments which the maiden's haarl acknowl
with o throb, and his sweel disposilion oblained an casy
pomguést aver her affections. :
Tha festivals which celebrated the royal nuplinls were
rand und sumptuous, and lbe loves of the happy fnir hava
Eu-iu deservedly immortalizad by the poot Khusreo, the groak
Al genius of his age.

“Thus was e gipsy's prophecy fulfilled : “The thread of

thy, life ghall be mingled with a foreign yarn."

i
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TARA BAE, THE WIFE OF PRITHWI RAJ

In tha Valley of Udnipur, the most diversified end romantic
spol, in India, near the eity of Komulmur, there may he ssen
g simple monumental shring, overlooking the mad loading
to Marwar. This shrine :umd:f: of. 'a doma of ve mudamta
difnsnsions, aupparted by columns, and undarpanth i

the ashos of the Troubadour of \mwur the ‘gallant Pri h\'n
Haj, end his haroine wifs, Tara Bag, whosa lives and exploils
fill many o page of tha romances of the Rajputs,

Tars Bae, whose noma means * slar,' was the dasughter of
Ras Sortan, & chieflain of Bedore, ‘He was of the ﬂlﬁnh
friba, the lineal descendant of the famed Balhara kin
Anhulwaren, Theneo sxpelled by tha arms of Ala-ud-d In
the thirleenth cenlury, they migrated to Central India, and
obtained posssssion of Tonk-Thoda and its Jands on. ihe
Bunes.' Hao Burlan, however, had bean deprived of Theda
by .the powerful Afghan named Silla, and being thus foraed
to leave the home {:E hia fathers, he moved to, and settled ot
Bedora, at the fool of the Aravall, within ihe bounda  of
Mawar.

Tara Bao was born in thasa disastrous Limes for her house,
vory enrly in the sixteenth century, and as she grow in years
ghe listaned aagerly to her father's siories of his defes a.nd
oflen wished that she wers a boy instead of & girl, thal
might buckle on srmour snd go forkh sword in hand do. hﬂlﬁ
her parent to win back his lost city and estates. Nathi:g
mentioned in-the annals of the fime of the mothar of T
g, bhatl we may supposs she died when her baby was hum,
Of Vary 800 r. And if this be the caze, we can account to
o griak extent for the Jithle girl being brought up more as &
m then o daughter.

Her father, it is avident, was proud of the upmtb‘{}i
-nhl.[ﬂl‘und mmur&gﬂd har o engaga in all kinds of

and had her troined in the use of the
mpaar, as wall as In the more famining mpaﬂnnl of I.hu
housa. And e outddoer acersise agresd with  tha I'mltdﬁl‘:.,
and she grew up into & sirong and beautiful woman,

turned: fourtsan years of age, scorning the habilimentsl and
mpuhm of: hvr sax, she-drossod  prolty -much  like. hur_ _
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father's cavaliars, learned o guida the war-horse, and lo throw
wimdunarrring pin the areow from his bazk aven whila at full
speed.
_ More than once Ras Surlan had Wuﬁhtm resover his lost
city of Thoda from the Afghans, but had invarisbly failed in
his aifempts, but now thet his daughier was equal to tha
dangars end turdships of & camprign, he delermined to mukp
one mora trinl of strengih and skill. Armed with o bow and
(*lll:hrgr, and mounted on tho back of n flary Kathiawar horse,
the dering damsel joinad the cavaleade, and went with cradil
through the liitle war, which ended, however, like the pre-
aeding, in failure end disasler, With diminished forces and .
| dojected spirits, Ras Burlan and Tars Bae reterned to Bedore.
But still they did not altogather lose heari, and hoped for &
furn of fortune in the immediata fulure, and .with that
thought in view bent their energies towards gathering fresh
troops. :
The loveliness and bravery of such o lady o8 Tara Bae
eould not be hidden under a bushel, and soon from far-distant
raglons sitors came to elaim her hand. Amongst tho rest was
Jeimnl, the third son of Rana Roemul, of Mewar, o brave bub
headstrong pringe.- Ta the g‘r:duﬂaal of this prince Tara Baa
gove fhe decided answer, 'Redeem the cily of Thoda, and
my hand is thine.” He pssentod 1o the lerms, but mude no
sign of gathering treopa for ihe enterprise, and lingered aboul
the palage ab Bedore. And one day evincing o rude deter-
mination to enter the presence of the fair lady, and possess the
prize ére he had aarned i, the indignant father slew him ol
he fhreshold,

.An act like this wos, 68 & rule, amongst tha Rajpuls more
than suficient o create a family feud and s devastating war,
but the Rena of Mewnr sesms o have had grester control
gver his spirit than the majorily of his ancesiors, and when =
he heard of ha death of his som, and was indited o revengs,
hix replied with & magnanimily which dessrves to be record-
ed, ' that e who hed thus dared to insull ths honour of s
fathier, and fhat father in disiréss, richly merited his fate.!

Eu’i'wh‘ﬂ.h-mﬂ- brother failed to do for Tara-Bas; another
undsrtook o perform, - oicondition that the ' madden | beoame
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his wite. The name of this new candidate was Prithwi Raf,
ong of the most famous names in Asjputana.

And here wa might turn aside for 0 momani to rafer Lo
Jaimnl, Prithwi Raj, and Sange, who wera the sons of Rana
Raemul of Mewar, They were all thres sirong, brave vouths,
and might have been tha eemfort of Lheir father and tgguaup
port of Mewar bul for their med jealousy of one another.
And their jealousy wos deepened by a singuler episode in
fhair lives.

The thros brothers with their uncle Surajmal wera onis
day dispussing the grave question who should ascend the
throne at thair fathar's death, when Prithwi Haj exclaimed
that he thought fate intended thai honour for him. The
others said "Nol Nol' and one mggested that without deluy
they sheuld all repair to the priestess of Chereni Devi, a
tample about ten miles east of denipur. and ask her to revaal
their fulure fortunes.

In due time they arrived al tho pbode of the priestess.
"Prithwi Roj and Jeimal entered flest and seated themselves
on o pallet, Banga followed and tock poasession of the panther-
hide of tha prophetess, his unele Surajmal with one kneo
rosting thorcon.  SBearcely had Prithwi Baj disclosed their
grrand, when lhe sibyl peinted (o tha panther-hide az the
deaisive omen of sovareignty to Sange, with a portion fo his
unala” Tnstead of being selisfled cwith the. decision of -thia
court of appeal to which they had all come, np sooner had-tha
propha spakian than Prithwi Raj dreew his  sword. and
would hava falsified the omen by slaying his brother Sangs,
Burajmal iﬂrtunatalg saw what hiz nephew intended, and

ped forward in {ima to save Sanga's lifa, but ha was him:
gelf’ saveraly wounded, and suceesded in wounding Prithwi
Haj in his turm. Sanga then fed with five sword-ouls on hia
i and an arrow in his eye, which spoiled the sight for
gver. ‘Jaimal galloped aftér the fugitive with intond (o foisl
H’hﬂﬂmhwi Raj had commenced, bul Sings exa and

vod in hiding for manﬁﬁ:rmrs, and finally, as we shall see,
cama ta the throne, as the priestess had prophesied,

* Jeimal, os dmd{ rolated, loet his life when sesking the

; rithwi Raj reeovered from his wounds

rateivad that day of the querrel ab the temple, and now e
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find ha also is resolved lo pay courl lo the heauty of Bedore.
And being more honourable than his brother, he is more
likely to sugosed.

When Prithwi Haj areivad nt Bedore, Tara Bae made the
samp answer o his pst that she had made proviously to
his brother, viz.: ‘Redesm the oity of Thoda, and my hand
is thine, And the lady spoks from her heart this {ime, for
{he fame of her suitor was in everyone's mouth, and ha waa
& handsome man to look upon, and very gontle with ladies.
Ho was a man sho could raspect and love, wnd when he said,
[ will restora Thede, or T am no true Hajput,' she was proud
and pleased, for she believed he could and would do what ha
promised.

The time of the Muhammudan festival of the Mohurram,
whish is in commemorsbion of the murtyrdom of Hossain and
Haseain, the sons of Ali, woe chosen for the axploit. The
conquarars af Thoda, it will be remambered, were Afghnns,
and s sush stout Mussulmans. Prithwi Raj formed a salood
band. of five hundrad covaliers, and accompanied by his
pffanced bride, who insisted on poriaking both of his glory
andhis danger, he reached the city sl the moment the hior
eontaining the effigies of ihe martyr-brothers was placed in
the cenire of the squars. y

Prithwl Haj, Tara Bae, and one other, an inseparahla
companion of {he prince, left their cavaleads and joined the
Mithammadan procession as it passed under the baleany ol
fhe palacs in which the Afghan chief was pultin on’ hig dress

ratory to descending. Just as the chief had aeked some
of his relainers, who were the sirange horsamen that had
joinad the throng, (he lanca of Prithwi Raj strook him, and
an drrow from the bow of Tara Bas strelched him on the floor
fn the throes of death. Before the crowd recovered from tha

im caused by this deed the thres had turned to rejoin their

b But now an slephant blocked the way, and if Tara
Bae had nob strock ab it with her saimitar and made it fiy, 4
would have fared i1 with them, T4

Tmmediataly Prithwi Baj was in the midsl of his brave
followoes, ho oalled them to oitack tho city, ‘and all 8 hki [
lika hlm:‘llhe Mglmn%nrﬂm fled, and thoss who ﬂqu r:]xﬂ
fly ware cut Lo pieces, Then was there great tejoicing on the
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part af tha citizens ol (he relurn of their former prinde and
his daughbor; and when Prithwi Raj lad the old shieftain
forward and inducted him into his inherilance, the shouts of
Indneze could be heard by (e deparling Agfhans o a vast
istanoe from the eily, us they rapidly sped Lo seek & place of
refuge,

Tha marrviags of Tara Bas and Prithwi Raj was - nob
delayed. Everyone felt that the bridegroom had well earnad
the bride, and the loter joyfully joined her fortune with ana
whom she dearly loved, and who had proved himsalf so wiell
able io care for her and hera. For some monihs abfler the
marringe the lovers stayed al Thods, happy in one ancther's
socioty, and happy in helping Rao Burfm to arranga the
offpirs of his recoverad kingdom.

But when oll was quiei ol ‘Thods, both Prithwi Raj and
Tarn Bae pantad for fresh eighis and for naw exploits. So
they eal off for the eourt of Mewar to seo how things were
mﬁ on there. Prithwi Haj found his father well, but in

de.  Surajmal, the uncla already referred to, whon the
prophetess had said should obtain o share of the kingdom,
WES Hﬂmm“i himself thet the sibyl meant the whole of the
kingdom, and he was plunging deep inlo freazon to oblain it .
And the plots had just come (o a hoad' as Prithwi Raj and his
bride refurned, r

Obtaining the aid of the Sullan of Malwa and cothers,
Burajmal sel up the stondard of rebellion and marched
quickly against Nana Raemul. The latter, with the fow
troops he was able to gather together at short notice gave the
rebals battle, but seemed likely to be defeafsd when Prithwi
Raj and Tara Bae rods up with one thousand fresh horse o
the resooe and turned the Lide of vielory to the side of $he
HRanw, Tara Bee did wonders thot day, and was the admired
of ull beholders, and men' found it diffioult to belisve hat the
sirong arm which sent them reeling from the saddle was (hat
ufa_.]gﬂy: but they had only to leok ol her beautiful face' nnd
figurn to have their doubts removed. And somé say that the
Ellu.qt. dame killed as many with her beight piereing eyds as

godid with her sword.  Nooong seemod to be able to stard
bufore-her, and with: areows and Iances fiying all around, sha
bore & charmed  lifs.  Doubllese same chivalrous  knights
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gpared her when they might heve cub her down, but, still,
her safely in.a great measure was dos o har activily and her
PrOTAEE,

After tho baitle thers occourred a skrange inlorview
batween the rebel uncle and his nephew, Prithwi Raj. Tod,
speaking of i, says thet ‘ihe meeling wes uniqua in the
details of strifa, perhapa since the origin of war.' Surnjmal
had been badly wounded in the fight, and the wounds had
been fnfieted By his nephew: bul when Prithwi Raj went in
tha late hours of the niﬂlt lo the encampment of the enemy
and enlored the teni of hiz uncle, the latier rose up to meat
him with the costomary marks of respect, ae if nothing un-
usual had occurred during the day, or sinos they hod lost
conversad some months before.

‘Well, uncle, how are your wounda?' wae the greelin
of Prithwi Raj. And the reply was, *Quils healed, my ohild;
ginca I have the pleasure of steing you,” and yeb ot et very
momant they were bleeding afresh from the axartion of rising,
Then the nephew exclaimed, ‘T am very hungry, uncle; have
you anything to eat?' Dinner was served, and the exire.

linary poir sehb down and sie off the same brass plallar,
whioh amongst Rajputs was the highest mark of confldonce
and friondship, And after dinner, when about to withdraw,
Prithwi Haj did not hesilalo lo.eal the ‘pan' pressnted on
faking his leave, slthough he knew that nol unfroquently it
wits used as a medium for administering poison. Tha last
words l.hulrﬁlumed bobwesn the bwp wers, " You and T will end
ohrn'b?ma the morning, uncle.! * Very well, child; come
BArLy.

And on the morrow thers was more hard hlinég, In
whioh Tara Has again took part, with the result thal Surpj-
mal fed with o few followars, and after hafr-braadth escapes
reached the wilds of Khenthul, whera ha halted and subdued

the aborlginal tribes. And there he buill the stronghold of

Daola and became lord of o thousand villages, which have,
desconded to his offspring,

Tara Boo and Prithwi Raj, after thess axciling avents,
saliled down for o period of quiet home happiness al their
rasidoncs of Komulmur. Bul after a time thay agnin weni
forih’ sseking advenbures, and thay found so many. thet Hime
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and space would fail us if wa atiam to record ane-half of
them, 'Their fame increasad in jwarra; ane thousand
Rajpuls, animoted by the saroo love of glory and devolion,
gathered round them. Their swords shone in the heavens and
wars dreaded on the earth, bul they aided tha defencelass.’

It could =carcaly be axpected that an adventurous princs
lika Prithwi Raj wounld be long-lived, bot his brilliant coresr
was {o be sub shorl. sooner than wos expected, and with him,
as wio shall soe, died his beloved and faifhful wile, The
closing scene was cn & piece with former reckless and
chivalrous behaviour,

A lotler cama to Prithwi Haj from his sisler, who had
married a Sirohi prines, eomplaining in sad terms of the
barberous ireatment of her lord, from whosa lyranny sha
beggad to ba daliverad, and to be restored bo the paternal roof,
sines whanaver he indulged loo freely in the *essence of the
flower,” f.e., in oplum, he used to placa her undar tha badstead
and lzave her to sleap on tha floor. When Prithwi Raj had
raad this letler, he handed it to his wile and ssked her opinion,
and the anywer he received was what he expected, ' Lt us go
ol once and punish the prince and bring our relative awoy.

But on this expedition, in which his own sistor was
conoarned, Prithwi Roj peoferred.lo alone, and though
Tara Bug d to go with ‘him, having a prasentiment of
coming avil, ha p d in his resoludion and went forlh
withoul a companion of either sex, Al midnight he reached
Sirohi, scaled the , ind interruptad ths reposa of Pabhoo
Rao, ths defaulting husband, by placing o dagger at his
theoal. The frightened man, o cowsrd st heart, as av
wife-boaler 18, prayed for mercy, and his wife, notwithstand-
ing his cruelly, jeined in the humiliating appeal. The prayer
was granted on condilion of the husband slanding as a
suppliant with his wife's shoes on his head and touching her
fant, the lowest mark of degradation. Ha abayed, was
forgiven, and was embraced by the brother and sister, and
tnce more thare was peace ab Sirohi, / ' _

But Pabhoo Rao was nol lhe-man b forgive such an
insnlt, and though he dissembled outwardly, he was medital
ing in his heart the death of his gossl. Too eowardly fo
att his hrothar-in-law apenly, he compessed hi.n.dul.g hy
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n. At parling, afler a few days, he presenied Prithwi

j with & sonfection of which all Indiang ars fond, and for

which Pabhoo Bao wos colobrated, In his innogence Prithwd

Raj partook of it as he came in gight of his home at Komulmur,

but 50 deadly was its influence that ha was anly able to sloggar

ug fur ps tho shrine of Mama Dovi and send word for hia
heloved Tara, when he fell down dead.

Terrible was the grief of the widowed lady whan she saw
the lifeleas of her lord, and great was her anger against
Pabhoo Rao. Bul her griaf was more over powaring than her
anger, and unable fo boar existonce without her gallant
husband, she sank down at his side in {rus womanly devotion,
and sobbad as if her hearl would hreak, 'My husband, oh,
my husband 1" was hor wailing ery, Nolhing more could she
say, bul those simple words showed the dmfh af her sorrow,
And they were her last words as she ascended the funeral.
pyra fo join her lord.
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