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THE FRENCH FOREIGN MISSION
IN SiAM
DURING THE XVIITH CENTURY.

A LECTUME (YEN NEMGRE THE SIAM SU1ETY
I% HANGHOR.

2856k (afober, NG
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E W, HutoHissos,

Some years ago, nu articlo in Mackowont s Moguzine arpused
my interest in the eaveer of Constantine Phantkon, n Grook, known
to the Siamese as Choo P'ya Wichnyon, who played an important part
in the negotintions for s allinnes between Siom amd France which
enlininated in the French expedition to Bungkaok at the end of Pra
Nami's reigu.

During the years 19830 and 1981, 1 collected all the data bear-
ing upon this subject which 1 could find in the libearies of Europe
The resnlt lss been to convines mo that a key to the failore of the
Froneh sdventure in Siam is to be found in the wntipathics which
axisted in that country between the French Forcign Missianavies and
the Jesuits betwesn thy years 1662 and 1688

Although it mey bo wimitted thut but for the prescuce of the
French Missionaries in Siam, the Fronch advanturs might uever
hive opeureed, nevertheless it is apparent that their eonnuetion with
the expedition into which the adventure developed was just ns
fortuitous as the aecident which caused tivir et estublistunent to
b vnede i Siam instead of in China sod Cochin-Uhine, as was
uriginilly intended.

Is this paper 1 propome to give a brief skoteh of the vrigin of
the French Foreign Mission and of its establishent in Sitis, druw-
ing upon two main sourees:

o) An Italian sccount published in Rowe fn 1677 v

e Propagands Fidei, entitied w Relozione dofle Myssions det

Vemconis.....aghi Regud ot Seem oo,

b1 Two Freuch Manuseripts, ono ab the Paris Archives
Nattonales,! the other from the pen of Fr. Verjus, S50 J. ot

L Ars. Nab M. 204,
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E W. Heromixsoy,

the Quai §'Orsay.!

In swddition o the published works oo this subjoct I have
wade fall use of the letters and documents® prosarved ot the Mis-
sion: hiadquarters in Paris, of whicl s selevtion has been inelnded o
the book by Locien Lawnay? in order to illustrate the metlds
adopted Qo establishing e Mission in Sia, as well us to sxplain
thi eireumstances onder which this body of devant evangelists -
e entangled in political intrigue,

The origin of this sutangloment will e Leeed o (1) the
Missionaries” dosive that Feanch ships should visit Sin, (23 their
ambition of converting King Prra Nowi to CUhristinnity, Tt will he sean
that their ilure to sclbeve this subition lad to their eelipse i the
negotistions butween France aml Siam, amd to the substitution of
Phaulkou's allies, the Jesuits, in their place, gs. intorusdinries. be-
tween the two Courts

In conelusion, Plaulkow's velutions with the Forvign Mission
witl with the Jesnits will be examined in order 1o oxpluin the vi-
rulence of hisattack upon the fovmer in his Memonsisdum to the Pope,
ns woll as the attibude of reserve shown by the Mission's leadirs at
the time of his fall.

[ will preface this study with the relation of & fow Hnportank
fucts which 1 have colleeted eotesening Constantine Phaulkon,

The year 1647 is given as the date of his birth by the Elef-
thorvmdedis Eneyelopedio of Athens, 1650 by othor authorities.
Fr. Maldouate,* th principal contomporary Jusuit in Siam, veeords
n statement of Phaalkon himself to the offect thint lis father's tatme
was Uurnkie  Maldowsto says that Phaulkon's father was of Venetinn
urigio and Governor of the loninn Islamd of Cephalonia, where
Phaulkon was born.  The Haliss Bisliop of &rgoli, o Venetinn, in o
letter written from Siam in 1684.° confirms the elaim o Venvtian
OriEin.

At the present day, the Mayor of Argostoli, ehief town of

1. 4. l.I":'. Met D IL 19, 21,

2 M E vol nod Page.

4. Mistwire de lie Winsion oo winps, Parie 1014,
i

i*

Prop. Pil —Sce, Ref, 1V, p 1L,
% =110 5 2 TLT: . 355,



The Frenoh Foreign Mission tn Stem. a

Cephialomin, is o Gorkis, and  relutives wre mentioned on goord
suthority in Marseillis and Mlexandria,

Gerakis, lowever, is 0 eommon nume in modern Greek ; it
means © Faleon ', and the Geraki o Ttaly beanseribe their mane s
“ Faleons ", Constaotine, on the eontrary. always signed his name
Phacntleon, veplaeing the Latin letbors aml € by the Greek Phoaml K,

It is noesrtain whether the family was Catholic or Ortheodos
by religion, hiut the prolability is that they swere Catholies, sinee i
his mewornndum® to the Pope Phanlkon states that he had st o
Francisonn clerie to Burops with instravtions (o rebinihl the Clinrel
it which lie was baptised in Cophalonin, also to obtain eertain favours
for his fumily Trom the Republic of Venes, whiel was thien in peosses-
shun of Cephalonia

The existing family churel of the Gemki ot Mutaxita, in the
istunud, may be the one to which be relem.

Mhe Funily Tortrines must have boen dilapicited, for Phanlkon
was shipped as o eabinboy on an English vessel while still young,
and spent sl his early days in English ships, whore he was known
as « Conse " (short for Cunstattine)!

He & mentionod iu 1670 among the crew of the Buglish ship
+ Hopewull ™ in which Geurge Whita sailed Lo Tudia*

I 1678} hw wiss mate of a ship belonging to the East India
Company at Bantam in Javw, and sailed in it to Sinn when Burnaby
wits transierred thore to retrieve the fortunes-of the B 1 Coy, st that
place,

Burnaby! wis wware of  Planlkon's ability sl Jinguistic
fadents, teansferved lin frony the slip to his stafl in Siaw, nnd sent
it on an erand to Singors which wis then in revoll from Sian
and i need of arms which Phsulkon triv musnecessiuily to smuggle.

In 1670 ho: fignees in the Dutol K L Coy.n records as the
anly otiergotic monbee of the Eoglish truding eolony ab Ligor
(Nakdn Sri T'sunarnt),

& Heo Appondix,

1. M. K. vol BT Buglish Chthiolics jrotest ; Mimmrea en fornie i
fettre duss Anyloia cathidpue an K. P Pieres el dwe N, S, wwe
Chistwire de M, Conslunon,

I, 0 Masulipatam neconils.

Hague, Kol, Are, 1304,

s
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The attompt at Singors ended in shipwreck and disaster ; but
Phaulkon was so suceossful in sppeasing the Sinmese for Burnaby's
participation in the gun-running veoture, thut the latter permitted
hitn to accupt wn offor of servieu with the Siamsse, trusting thereby
to benefit by hisx help in negotinking the bosiness of the English
merehants with the Treasury.!

Sinee he died in 1688, his whale period of service with the
Siamess cannot have exceeded eight vears, during which time he rose
frow the humble pasition of elerk to the Trensury to that of King's
Favourite and dictator of Sinmese poliey,

Correspandence botween the Agents of the East India Come
{may in India wnd in Siam which has been published in A Reeopd
of Helations leaves no doubt ahout blye eynical opportunism which
he edopted in order to consolidate the position in the King's favour,
which be i= said to have wan originally by exposiog the frandulenes
of enrtain Indinn Mohamtodan contractors to th Cunirt.

Having attaived wuprome power, he laboured to vonserve it
by weans of the alliance with Franee whiel King "ra Narai was
anxious to conclude:

As pegotiator for Sinm with Frutee, he eame into conflict
with the Fronch Ambassador do Chaumont? aid the Eavoys La
Loubbre and Oéberet® who lad bebind them the moral support. of
the French Missionaries. He disvegardil their antipathy, however,
relying upon his relations with the Jesuits to madutain bis popnlnrity
with the French Cowt

Ho was thus bempted o take sides witly the Jesuits in their
long-standing quarrel with the Bishop and wembis of the French
Foreign Mission swhich will be disonssod in this papor

The Jusuits' convertod him frow the Anglican faith, which
he hiad acquired during his sssociation with the English, to Catliy-
Licism, One of thair namber, Fe, Tuclind, wrote un enlogy about
him which [ bave not seen, ]t appears Lo have formed thy subject
of Fr. d'Orléans’ wecount of his life- “Histoire s M. Uonstanee”

l. B E o nit,

2. de Choisy's memoires-See Launay.
i, Lamiar,

4. Vat Are. Carpegna 32,



The French Foreign Mission in Siam. 5

published in 1690, ns well as of the English version contained in
Chatrehill's Voyages' under the title “d full and true Relation of
The strange and swonderful Revolution whiok osonvred in The King-
dom of Siem."

Among the nrchives of the Freneh Foreign Mission in Paris
% manuseript containing the protest of an English Catholie contem-
porary of Phaulkon. nguinst the distortions of the trath which the
Jesuit's eulogy contained,  The gun-tunning incident wus suppressed,
ak was natural during Phaolkon's life-time—the ship-wreek, with
which it ended, being represented as ocenrring in India, and as the
prefmde to a miraculons mesting with o Siamess noblemuan, also
vietim of s shipwreok, who is mpresented as the anthor of Phaul-
kon's mise to favour at the Siamese Court in return for assistance
then rendered to him by Phaulkan.

Fr. Thoma.? the Portugusse Jesuit who effeeted Phaulkon's
conversion, refers to the disorderly Tife of the converl prior to his
entry into the Catholic Chureh : this reference londs some weight to
the assevtion of the English Catholie that his conversion and marrings
were the price Phaulkon had to pay to satisiy the leading members
of the Portuguese cammunity st Avat'ls, among whom he was then
living, for his earlier sexual irregularities in their midst.

In any ease, Phaulkon appears to have adopted his new faith
with all the proverbial zeal of the convert, rewarding the Jesuits,
who converted him, with the warm and loyal feelings which |
evinced for King Pra Narai, George White, and Burmaby—all of
whom he regarded as his benefaetors

It will be necessary to go back twenty years, to 1662, the
year when the first French Missionaries lunded in Siam, in order to
appreciate the cironmstances which eausel estrangument botween the
Jesuits and the French Missionaries. This estrangement explaing
how it was that Phaulkon, ns the ehampion of the Jesuits, found
himsalf in constant opposition to the Frenchmen with whom he had
to deal, when working to achieve his Master, Fra Narai's, ambition
for an allianes with Lomia XIV, thenut the zenith of his power,

L. vol. viii, p. 95,
2. Vat. Are. Carpegua 32,
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coincided with the closing of Japan 10 foreigners, hnd two results:

Ontil tho second half of the XVIIt) century, all the Catholie
Missions in the East were undur Portugnoss protection and the pee-
pomiel was compossd wainly of Partuguess and Spaninrds.

The pioneors were members of the' virions religions orders,
ehief nmong wliom wers the Josnits, who followed in the stops. of
Fravieis Zavier, the Spanish apostle of the East Indies (1504:52) maul
vo-fornder of the Jesait Order  with Iguatius. Loyola, another
Spanined, whase aequaintance he made when they were students
together at the University of Paris!

Franeis Zavier foundsd Missions not ooly in the Portuguess
Indies, (Gos, Malneen, ete) bt also in Japan, and died near Canton
in an attempt to entor Ching, During the early years of the X VIith
contury his followers spread ovor the Indo-Chinese puinstle, wnd
when P'm Narai enme to the throne of Siam there were Jestits ns
well s Dominicnns oatalilialied in the Portuguss: colony at Ayt
They were also presont in Cambodia, Cochin-Uhina, Tonkin, and in
porks of i,

The Jesuits lad Inbonred in Japan with considesable Slieiess
for 100 years, feom the middle of the XVIth to the middle of the
XVIIth Contury

;‘.rthﬂl‘.LTIl_vll. i s Covind of  Half Jeogwen " =iys that
“at first thay wire warm) vy weleomed For the reason thiat wharsver
“the priests went, the merehants followed with guns and implements:
“of war dear to o warlika people™  Owing to the infuencs whieh
they gained in the ely years, the Shogmns Nobmagn and Hideyvoshi
madle wse of them to counter-bnlance tho mtolerunt seet of the
Nieliivenist Buddhists.  In conseiivhes, they beeame npopulise with
the Buddhists who sapported the Shogun in perseenting them when
he no longer lind nse for their serviees Later on, when Tevemitan
deeidal to banish all foreignors from Japan, he had the support of
the merchant olasses who favoured the execlusion of Toreign goads
from Japan, and the foreigners who sold them having leaent o
imitate these zoods snecessfully in Japan iteelf,

Novertheless, an appreciable mumber of converts had been
mude to Christisnity, and the porsseution of Christinns, whick

1. Fllop Maller. - -
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Japaness Christinns  omigrated to peighbonring countries, aml o
some of thess lands eonverts wers subjected to & measure of
restrnint,  These results, combined with  the expulsion of the
Catholies from Malaeen npon its eapture hy the Duteh in 16471,
impressed the Catholies n the Fast with the pecessity for inerensed
effort in the mission field

In 1652 a Frenel Jesuit, named Fr, Alpsander of Bliodes, enmes
home to plead at Rome for reinforeements Pope [nnoeent X
instrnetad hin to soarch for suitable candidates.  He diseovered thres
in France. M3, Pigne, Laval de Momoreney and Palli, o Canon of
St Martin's of Tonrw.  The Popo wishod for an international corps,
but only French candidates wore fortheoming. Eithor for this
renson, o on aeeotnt of Jesuit oppesition, the schemo was dropped,
and Fr. Alexander was sent off to Persia by the head of his € Irder.

Canon Pally, however, continned his sesrch wmdor thie reign of
the next Pope, Alexander VIL, to whom he receivad an introduction
frow the Freneli Cardinal Bagoy. In 1659, Canon Pallu's efforts
were rowarded by tho fomdstion of the French Foreign Mis-
sion and by his econsecration as Bishop of Heliopolis and  Viear
Apostolic of Tonkin and the neighhoaring provioees of China.
The Mission leadqnarters at Paris are still on the original site
the Rue du Bae, on the sonth bank the Seine, near thie west ond of
Bonlevard St. Cermnin, nnd clustor ronmned Mer. Palln's ariginal bloek,
bohind which j=a large, shady ganden. The bapression which this
place made upon me during my frequent visits to it i Septembar
1981 was that a tradition of sustere devotion to the Faith still sur-
vives thersin an sge wlien these qualities are nob cominon in Enrope.

The imstitation of & pirely Freneh Mission depending upon
revenue rrisl prim:ipnliy in France was an inpovation not entively
satisfactory from the internationn] point of view cither of Romp or
of the Jestiits. whass infinence in the divection of Roman policy was
growing, althoagh it was less strong in France in 1058 than it was 25
years later at the time of the Franeo-Siamese nugotiations, when the
Joesuit Fr. La Chaise was Louis XIV's sonfessor, and the Cotrt wis
dominated by Madami do Maintenon's pro-desnit |:!|i«|.'|1t4.1.I

I !ﬂdﬁ)‘ Huddleston,




B E W, Hurenmvsos,

In 1080, Rome® attemptod to internationalise the Mission hy
requiring every Missionary to novept the supramuey of the Pope over
all temporal powers in the despatel nod eontrol of Missions, but
shirked the practical eonrse of finaneing it ANl that Rome vontri-
buted to the Foreign Mission was a heganrly allowanse of 1,000
feus” per anmun for some Years up to 1689 ; and of this smn 400 Gene
was allotted for the maintenunee of four Fransiseans waiting in Simn
for an opportunity of procesding to Chins,

The hurlgﬂi" framed by Mgr. Palla allotted fr. 1000 o o
Bishap, fr. 500 for u Enropean Missionary, fr. 250 for & nafive Mis-
sionary wnd fr. 50 for a eolloge pupil.  { Reckoning fr. 25 to the £,
Fr. 500 for a Enropean Missionary is equivalent to the £20 per oy
at which Mr, Fitz Needham was engaged in 1671 by the East India
Coy. as an aecountant with somn kil in limbering and elock work .
while Thomas Copping, Curate of Wansted, was allotted the Chaplainey
of Bantam in 1075 with an emolument of £50 per nonum, whiel
iy be compared with £40 aliotted to o Fronch Bishap.)

During the early vears of the Mission, Lonis XIV contiribnts|
1000 dens yearly (fr. 5,000) bt the grant sppears o have boon dis-
continuod aftar the death of the pionsers

Anothuer difficalty which eonfrontod the Papacy in ﬂmuﬁ:ming
the organisation of the Froueh Forsign Mission was the antipunted
elaim of Portugal, based upon Papul deerecs of the XYIik Century,
to the right of visa over wll Catholie priests in the Fast. It wos
hoped that hy giving to the leaders of the Freneli Mission the title
of Viears Apostolie. responsible direetly to the Popo himself, Rome
would avoid a elash with Lishon.  For the same resson, territarial
titlos were withheld from the Bishopries to whioh the leaders of
the French Mission were promoted : in the plaes of territoria) titles,
the titles of the nocieny Bishoprics of Asia Minor were revived from
the ablivion inte which they had lapsed a thousand years hefore,
when overthrown by the first wave of Mohammodan conquess.

Formuls Torsmenti 0. d 0.-1,0. 11, iT.04.00.
Prop. Fil. Ser. Ref, T1. 4401,

Lusagay, p. 108,

L0, Lansdon to Buntam, 21 Bept. 1071,

o .M 29, Dec. 1675,

APz |



The Freach Foreigm Mission in Siam, 9

Pofortunately these expodients  wers nnaviiling to spare
thw =useeptibilities of Portugal, which was a dépendenes of the
powerful Spanish Throne from 1581 until 1885, veither alid they
plaeaty the Jesuits who, by reason of theiv arigin, were intimately
associatod with Spain,  Ondirs wore issiel n Lishon in June 1661
that the Franel Bishops were to e arrestod whiresor thoy wers
fonnd in Portnguess torritory in the East, amd that they wers to be
simt Jiome ta answer Tor their failure to obtain the King of Portugal's
sanetion before they left Exvope.

It was thus in the face of mminent opposition that thi lirst
three fold-workers setsail from Marseilles on 27th Novr, 1060, oA
o voyage round the Meditorranean. ports bronght thom to Ale-
xandretta in 43 days. From Alexamdretta they travolled overlamd
vie Alleppo to Bagdiud, where they rested 12 days before procesding
to Basra at the head of the Parsan Gnolf.  The overlund joneney
Peors thie Miditerranean to the Porsian Gulf ccenpiod 28 months: it
was then April, and thore was ny prospest of Buding o ship for Todin
until the end of the S W. Monsoon in Oetobor.  They thorefore
filled in the six months of enforeed delay by taking a trip up to
Ispalian and down from thors to Ormuz at the mouth of the Persian
Gnif, where a year after lenving Franes they vribarked on oan
English ship for Surat avoiding Goa, with its threat of Portuguese
enmity. Tho journey overinnd acrmss Trekin from Sueat o Masalipatam
took 41 days; thon o month's sail vonnd the Bay of Bengal bronght
them to the Siamese port of Mergui on 25t April T2

The party consisted of Peter Lambert do ln Motte, Bishop of
Borytns and Viear Apostolie for Coehin-Ubina noil five proviness
oF Chin, James do Bonrges and Franeis Deydier, privsts,

Two years Iater, de Bourges wiote® that their original in-
tention was to disembark at Syriam in Borma and make thair way
fitko Oliina wia the Treawaddy and & marech of 25 days from Ava o
the Yunoan frontier.  This plan was vendered impractienbls by the
inoursion of Chinese troops into Burma jn pursuit of survivors

| For the Joumney, see M. B. 121. p. 626 876, p 117, & Foynge
de Mgr, de Béryto 127.
2. MK 209, p. B



10 F. W. Hutomivsow,

of the Ming dynasty. who, after their sxpnlsion by the Manehus, il
been allowed ta settle st Sagning.

The party therefore chunged its olijective fram Chine o
Coehin-Ching, which they proposed to rench vio Sian,  The Jjourney
from Merguy to Ayitin was delsyed by an secident to the Bishop's
dng-out, which eanght an n suag while asconding the litths Tennssevim
river to Jdalings, and sank with the Inggage. Most of the cases
wore reenvarsd, but the passports wore lost and e Bourges had to
rettrn: to. Tensssarim in order to oblain new ones. Dy reaching
the Gull of Sinm, they were obliged to tramp up the const
a8 far as Petehuburi bofore finding a boat o convey them b
Ayatia, where they Ianded in the Portugupse ssttlomont o yenr wd
ninge tonths after leaving Franes,

The findl stoge of the journey to Cochin-China had o be
sbandonsd owing to the nurest which then prevailed in the lnnds to
the east of Sinm.  Ever sinee 1651 the Annamites had bheen inter-
fering in the affairs of Combodia, They deposed its King, Rawmn
Thupdey Chan, in 1658 leeause ho il silopted Mohwmmoedanisng*
antl averran the Mokhomg delta, which is now known nx Cloehin-Clhing,
thongh that nume was then sonfined to what is tow Anmam.?

The Froneh Missionaries therefore fomid thomse]vis stramuled
at Avatin, having been deflocted from their fest objective by tronb.
Ve in Burma, snd from their sseond one by st in Oambodia,  Tlins
their settloment in Siam was uite unpremeditatod.

AL Ayatin they were woleomad by ten Partuguese and one
Spanish priest whom they fnd serving o Cheistion eommunity
sstimatod nt 2,000 sonls.  The slover priests included four Jesnits,
bwo Dominicans, two Franeiseans and thireo ordinary privsts,

The Fremel visitors wers unfavaurahly impressed by the ek
of wvangelistic offort shown by this large hody of weelosinstios -
unfortunately thoy mnde the mistake of showing their feelings openly.
We read :% “Mgr, Lambert's zoal lod bim to adsise hin hosts of
“oertain shorteomings ; whereupon they imagined that thoy were

L Sen also Sir G, &eott. “urma”,
2 Muspéra, 2% soeprire eodimial frwngoin,”
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« imsulted, snd with one sceord dueided to hreak off friendly relations
“ yyith them.”

T early life Mgr, Lambert had practised as o barrister ap

Rotien, and this training way bave tempted him to entor into danger-
oux disenssions.  His portrait reveals a fiery oatore.  Althongh
Mgr. Palln wrote of him that © while fearless, e knew when to yield
Yo point, and was a past-master in finding a way round a thorny
“nbject,” yed, to judge by results no less than by the advies which he
roedived from Paris © not to tey to achisve the impossible by & goners|
“ Reformation.” there san be Jittle doubt that he approached the Partu-
g in tho spirit-of a zealot rathor than of a statesman.
! Tanmay considers that mationu] antipathy was at the root of
tlis tromble, traeing its origin to the anomalous privileges accorded
to Portugsl in the preecding century,  Fro Vachet says that any
referonce to the power of his Sovereign in the hearving of a Por-
tagiose wis snfficient provoestion to inspire ldw to eommit nets of
physieal violenee in onler to sastain his proof of it ;

Whatevey ehiinee the Froneh wight have had of winning
Friends in U Portuguese settlomont was lost irreparably in Deeent.
her 1662, within three nionths of their areival, when the Portugaes
proesivid from Gon o copy of the orders from Lishon for the armest
of French Bishops fonnd in Porbugness territory.

Bishop Lambert hul got wind of these orders during his
journey; and the knowledgo of them may not lave dispossd Wim 1o
Ihe patient with the idle privsts whom e found in Apatie In any
vhse. the arrival of these orders added fuel to the irritation with
which the fillers reganded the neweomers  The storm ol apposition
become S0 strong in December 1662 that the three ¥ renchimen fommed
it, prodent, to move neross the river and accept the hoapitality offered
them by the Duteli merchants, who warned then to expect vinlane
from their late hosts.

1 While sheltsring in the Dnteli Sottlement, the Missionsries
discoverod some Christian refugees from Japan living in the adjaeent

LM Eip 42
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Japaness quarter, and divided their thimne between ministrations Lo
these refugoes und o study of Aunamite in preparation for their
Jourmey ta Coohin-Clin

There was st Annamite settlement g west of the Portu-
gitese, with n rviver frontags faeing ths soutl shors of Aytt's island,
Hero the Frenchmon fovund a numaber of Christinn families who had
umigmted o Ayat'in: these Annaniites invited them to settle ju
their midst.  They secorilingly movod over frow the Dutel to the
Amnamite quarter, whers thay built & hamhao ehnpel nt Ban Plahet,
neste the site of the later permanent buildings, among the paing of
whicli stands the modern Cathalie Chureh at A ¥at'n,

[u October 1683, after an sbortive attempt to reach Coehin.
Clhinn, Bishop Lambert despatehiod (o Bourges to Rome with an
appenl for support against  Porbugnese obstruetion which st fimes
developed into open threats of violones Vachet' in Fact desoribes
o savage defiancy Lurled af the Bishop hy a yonng Portugnes:
nolleman, wliose noisy threatenings so curnged the Annamites that
they ehnsad lim down steesm snd compelled him to senk sholter
with his friends

Three months later, oy 27tk Janoary 1664, Bishop Pallu
arrived in Ayotts, bringing with him o layman, de Chamesson
and fonr more pricsts,; Chovranil, Hainques, Brindean and Laneau.
The two former had 16ft France in Soptember 1661 in company with
Bishop Cottolendi who died in Tudia, leaving thom stranded s
nntil Bishop Pallu picked them up.

Rishop Pallu decidind to establis) the eastern headquartors of
the Mission at Ayat'ta, which wppealed to hini as & eonvenient
ventrn: from which to direot missionnry offort in Burmna, Cloeliin-
Ching aml South Ching as well as inthe provinees of Siam From
1664 cnwards the Feendls Mission took definite root in Sinn, Bishop
Palln remained for & your at Ayat'ia orgnnising (he extahlishment
il endeavouring 1o effoet o trnce with the Portugness and Jesuils,
who relonted 1o thi sxtent of inviting the French elergy to take part
in n Lentern procession and Iater o sccepted the Frenchmen's
invitation to support them at the first annual festival of the Mission

1. 3LE. 110. p. 58,
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i Jusepl's day—the Mission lwving adopted the pame of ther
first convert, Joseph.

The reconcilintion was not permanont.  After Bishop Pallu's
departure, sgents! from the Archbishop of Goa arrived at Ayatie
and aetoally exeommunicated Bishop Lambert for condueting 4 eom-
Grmation in the Dominiean ehurel ot the request of the Dowiniesn
Fathers. Tt then beenne apparent that no peaco coulid exist until
the Pope exneted respeet from Portugual for his own chosen repre-
sentatives—the Apostalie Viears

Bishop Pallu spent eight yesrs away from Sisn, returning
theve from Bovope for the second time in 1673, armwed with a Papal
degren of the 7th November 1660 which suthorised the Viears to
perfortn all epissopal Functions in all lands outside Furope which
were not subjeet to the rule of Catholic prinees. Even this was ol
immediately sfféctive: for the General of the Jusnit Order delayed
until 1674 before issuing ordurs that sll Jusuits should submil them.
selves to the Papal Vicars.  Tu the sme year, Myr. Paliv had the
misfortune to fall into the bnods of thy Spanish authoritics in the
Philippines as the result of & shipwreck which he met with on his
way b6 take up work in Tonkin.  Ho was sent in chuins to Hurope
v Mexico and only released 8 a tesult of strong represuntations from
Paris and Rome 1o the Court at Madrid.  Tho ill-usage meted out to
Mge. Pallu by hin enemies only sorved W convines the Pope of the
newd for yey stroger action in order W eurh the claims of Portugal.

On Lis thind and lest visit to Siaw in 1682, Bishop Pallu
brought with him the text of the lamous Outh® which the Pope
urdered his Viests to administer to every priest in their diovese,
acknowledging  thy sole rvight of Rome o dosputel Missions, aud
requiring ull privsts to obtain the Viewr's sanction hefore officisting.

This owder placed the Portuguese wd Jesuit priests in Sinm
dutinitely widor the emtrol of the French Bishop in Ayfit'ia; it was
not ghadly necoptad. Thero are refevences to an atbanpl un thin purt
of two Dominiestis to wriggle out of taking the Outh on the score of

1. Taunuy p. 10.
2. Q. 0. loe. eit. wppendiz.



14 E W. Huromssox,

non-pertnanont residones in Siawg on ove veession. Bishop Lanean !
was roprimanded by Rowe for perwittiog s Jesuit to praetise in
Siaty for o short time withoot takiog the Oath;  Tnter on, wien he
wits huld hostage by the Sismese for the return of the ships and
Sinmese hostages taken by the departing Fronel garrvison, e report-
ed Lo Rome how various Portugnese priests availod thensolves of
bis captivity, to flout the Pope’s wuthority,!

Yot snother instance of the gradging sabmission of the Josuits
i the use whioh they sade of their convert Phanlkon to malign the
Frenel Missionarien. A Jesnit, Tachand, earried Phantkon's Meno-
randum® to the Pope writken in Junuary TUSK u date which wuay he
regarded as the ealmingfiog point in the quarrel botweon the rival
factions mwong the Catholies in Siawe  Before the end of that vear,
Phaulkou, the Jesuit’s protégd, had ooy exeented wod the Freueh
Missionmuivs imprisoned as hostuges for the gurrison, winl in dungr
ol theie lives,

It was ouly in the face of thse adversitics on both sides thit
w bettor feeling at last prevailed, From his prison, Bishop Lauean
was able to write to Rome his: grateful recoguition of the sympathy
wnd help atforded bitn by the hosd of the Jesaits in Siam, Fr. Mal-
donsle.  'This Futhet's own letter confinms it

I only this same guud fosting find existed o year or two
vatlicr, the history of the Freneh adventaro in Siam might have boey
wury diffiront.

STAFF ACTIVITIES,

For the first four years altar Myr. Palli's first, visit, Bishop
Labert. copsolidated his position in Ayit'is with the of help of his
six Prissts.  Between the yenrs TOGS aml 1884 1o sty 32 new
roeruits aerived togethier with two Iagmen who served for o short
time, de Chamesson as Boarsar, and Rend Charbonisy as Droetor,
One non-Frenchuun, Aatonio Peres is muntioned—the son of 0 Poy-
tuguese from South Lndia,

L. Vrop. Pl Sor. Ref, LV, 268,
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Provigeinl stations, eachi with its Churelh and school wore
opened at Tonaserm and Puket in the south. Lopbere in 1673, al
Raveghol: in 1674, Pitsonnlok in 1675 with n sub-station st Sakof i,
From that station Frs Genon and Joret went over to Buvipn! sl
sstablisliod themselves at Syriam, near the site of the modern Raw-
goon, working mnieably with the holf-cast Portuguese elergy whotn
Ahoy fonud there.

Cambodic and Coclin-Chiinn were alse supplied with Missjon-
iries by Av0r'tn. which thus became the eentre of Citholic expansion
in Furthor Indin, inspived with the purpose of edueating o native
Ministey, in necordance with the instructions issned ot Rowme whon
the Mission was founded in 1654

“ ‘Pl motive fuspiring the Coria 1o its despateh of Bishiops to
W tlie Far East was to foster every oppertunity aul every means
“ fur training the youth out there to acquire sueh aptitude for Huoly
" Orders that nltimately they would assame full clisrge of the Chris-
“ Binn comuunity in those parts under your guidance,  This thereforn
“is the goal whieh you should ever kesp before you—to bring in.
vpench, and n dus course promobe ns many sritable camlidatus us
* possgible for the Priesthonl”

Tug CoLLEGe

Ayotin commended itsoll to Bishop Pallu as the hest centrs
for establishing o tewining College on aveount of the religious tolera-
tion enjoyed in Sinm, its good climate and Jow cost of living.

The plan of the College wis always o Lower Sehool where
little boys lenrnt the elements, and an Upper Sohool for the sapirants
ty Holy Orders

Ihe Mission  arohives contain severnl accounts of the College
weitten between 1683 aod 1087 : there is also an aceount by an
ex-pupil, Jlﬂt-llﬂ.-ll}' Pinto, son of a Portuguese by o Sinmese mother,
Pinto aceompanied the Seeind Sinnese Embassy to Home. and  leit
this necount? belind, which is preserved at the Propaganda and

1. AM.E 86z p. 421,
880,  L49,
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corresponds with the Froneh records,

Aceording Lo Bishop Lancan's list thers were 13 pupiis in the
npper school and 45 in the lower grade in 16888, Tonkinese and Ag-
namites ary in o mdjority, but the list ineludes one English, two
Duteh snd two Fronch boys in the mitley cowpany of urientals and
half-castes. In 1716 the numbers had dropped to 30 and ineluded
little Constantine, Phaunlkon's graudson.

The accounts show & grwdual evalution from the austere rale
maugurated by Bishop Lavean.  The hours 10-TL30 w w. and
Ht0-0. . were always devoted to leetures; but in 1716 the hour
[or rising i 5. woun instead of 4w, followed by ouly half an
hour's study. before Miss, 7-7.30 wni, in phace of the lengthy devotion
wl meditation in Chapel until varly Mass, which formud the eur-
riculw in Bistiop Lavean's time,  The grestest innovation in 1716
conisted fn an bonr's wanm! laboar, carrying carth, digging out
ponds, vte., after 5 pan. followsd by hall an howe's bathing in the
river.  Bod-time was st 9.80 pum.; but lights wore kept burning ull
night, und the house-muster patrolled the dopmitories o ar three:
times

In 1679 or 1680 the vollese was muved out from the city to
Mabdprim, & short distanee up the Ant'ong branch of the river on
its right bank, where the pupils wore wbly to study in cooler sur-
roundings, undisturbed by the distractions of the city. In 1686 o
lettar? from the Bishop mentions o visig whiel; Phaslkon paid to the
collige, mx a result of which it was moved futo the vity into new build-
s eroeted by him on low-lying ground which requirel o gang of
sovernl thowsand wen to il o, Tempornry buildings of sawi wood
wers pot wp and entitlod * Coidantie Colleye ™, bute wlien  the
Mirsionaties wore relensed from dotention after Phaullkon's deastl, they
r-vcetipicd the Mabipram site, and fo 1722 witl L proeseds of o gift
from Paris they put up & tew wooden bilding on posts four fost From
Hhe ground; to bo elenr of Miksds,  The Kwer storey wiess dividd into
bwny’ elwss-goomm il asnothor oo above whielh woge' 50 atibaclon,

cach capable of sulidivigon inty twe single-berth eabins, in vaso of
TS 8
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! Latin was the ouly medimn of commmmeation permittad,
Novgrwmmur was taught until the bove lad aeguived o voesbalary
and conld make thomselves more or less onderstood.  The Annamites
Pound it diffiealt to follow mphl eonvessition, wd their prennnein-
tion resembled that of English nud lrish boys

Phaulkon's wieworandmm to the Pape gives the impression
that he maurded the College ot Mahdapram az o rather mangy
mstitution, Hut the Bishop proferral that his pupils should ive
1] Eim]_;.'!u life w onder that when t'huj' retirned to their Tomes thiey
shoulil not pine Tor a standard of comfort bigher than that wliel
their homes could provide.  He wrote:

“ The diet, judged by Enropean standards, will appesr rathor
“dull; bat we have judged it worth while not to dopart entirely
“Prony pative standurds of diet, o order to ubvighs the dissomfort
= which would be entailed by s retoren to thum on lenving sehool.”

T CHURIIE AND SEMINARY.

2P, Aumont lins left an aceomnt of the muin estublishment
which took the place of the first rough lubitations after the Mission
had won the notice of Kivg Pra Narai snd obtaied bis sspetion and
so-operation in the construction st Ban Plaher, kvown eomprehen-
sively as the Seminary. The outlines of the Ffoundstions are
skill visihle outside the walls of the XIXth esntury chureh,

Hosprai.

In o conntry whers most of the nule popnintion devotes part
of its boyhood 1o monastie life while obtaining its edueation, and
whure & considerable mumber remain on through life an Buddhist
Movks, theveby avoiding the corvées fmposed on laymen in Jiew of
taxation, the Missionaries found it hanl Lo propagate the Christinn
ruligion, Iu 17047 Bishop de Cired admitted that while 1,200 babies
wure baptised anotally, hudly soy adult Sinmese were cnyverted.
The pionwers speot mueh time in house to honse visitations, comfort-
ity tha sick and buptising the woribund. D 1676 Mgy, Pulin reportd

1. MLE 854 p 170
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o Rome' = 'The Missionaries saved many sols by the eustom they
“had of touring the eity in the guise of physicians b heal the sick” Tn
1669, u suall hospital was founded pear the Churh to aceommodite
three or four patients, who incrensed as the vears want one I 10672
thore weve 15 patients; in 1678, two soparate wards for mon and
wamen Domsd 2080 patients, while 200-300  out-pationts wers
treated daily.®  Thoere is montion of 0 Swiss physician, who oy bo
the vonuy Burgundian Boné Charbouueasn, lreuly notiewd.  In 1682
the staff st Ayat'ia bl ocders to assist ab the morning dressings as
observars, Lo gdin experivnee in treating surgieal eases  In that yenr
at epidemic of smallpox gave enlscged vpportanities for house to
liouse wisitation, fu recoguition of whiel tlie King of Sism  presented
the. Bishop with a gilded chair, similar to the one wsed by the
Budidhiist Pateiaeel, but he vefuseild the thup'ﬁ suggestion that he
shonlid endow 200 beds on the gronnds that =uch institutions lmid oo
pliseze i Slnnese eiston.
Reramoss Wirn Toe Counr.

In 1004 or 1663, imedistoly after Mgr, Pullo's tirst visit
to Siam ol his decision to settle thers, the Mission reecived n visit
from w Conrt Dfficer, who mentionsd the futerest aroused by the
eharitably works of the Fronchmen.  His attention was attracted by
the selicol when lie learnt thnt sinall Bovs wonlil 1 weleoned a=
pmpils.  This was reported to the King, and his savetion was given
for ten Sianese boys to attend the school.  Pormission was given
A e s e to thie Missionaries to move freely about the soun-
try and to preach their religion wherever they wished. #

Bishop Lambert aveopted this opining as an opportunity for
wtablishing contaet with the Comrt. Sinee Conrt etiquette prevent-
il i from applying foe an sudience with the King in possos, he
wrote to the Minister of the Treasary on 20tk May 1665, roquesting
b to travamit w litter o thio King. ¥ In i b addisssed ra Narai
s God's vepreseutative in Siem, and begged him to nceept & written

Prop. Fid. Sor. Ref, 11, 557,
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token of the pespest which the Bishop and his eolleagues wern e
barred by Conrt etiquotte from conveying to the King in persiu.
Io recognition of the Royal fuvour whiely entrusted the education of
tent young Siamese to. the Colluge, the Bishop offered to maintain
two instroctors permanently in Siwn in order ©to teach all things
“appertaining to intormmtional intereoness. amnd so o pass o the
* toreh of Tewrning vecoived from the honds of God, " He affirmed thit
“their goe aim was 10 render God servies and to help their fellow
"men; believing that theiv fate aftor death was dopendent apon theiy
“sueesss in so doing. ©  His letter anded with the request for the
grant of a building in which to perform the Oliristinn rites

The vesult ol the letter was the geant of & piece of lind wt
Baun  Plahet, 'h:}'"hll the west end of the Answnite setblement,
together with a pronrise of wnterials for building & Churel, ¥ In
1666, the Missionaries embanked this land 6 i w protect it From
floods.  They there evected their first solid boilding—a grouml floor
of brick and mortar with an upper story of sawn timber to serve
ax a chapel pending the construction of & Churel,

Iu 1667, in order to remind the King of hix prowise of w
Chireh, the Bishop seot him o set of engravings depicting the life of
Christ aund the Aposties  In October 1667, Bishup Lambert wrote to
Mgr. Pallu that the King un receipt of these pictures askod for o
separate oxplanstion to be written out for cach picture.  This
vecupivd Fr. Lanesu for two months, s seon afterwards the long-
uxpected timber for the Chureh was dulivored

About this period, Fr. Laneau was seut for by the paralysed
brother of the King to examine his hands and feet, which hind been
arippled for Lwelve years, and to inforg him whether they eould be
vured theough the medinm of Christianity. Fr. Lauean sueceoded
in holding the Prines's attention, and was asked Lo repeat his visit
und finally to follow the Prinee up to [..npburi.“ The Bralunuos
‘encouraged the Missiousries to otfer up special prayers for the Prinee’s

I, M.E. L1, p 887,
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reoovery, which they said would mterest the King in CUhristianity.
The Missivnaries waintained  that the Prines's  seeovery  would
depend upon the measure of faith shown by the Prines, and when
some improveuent was observed i Whe Princes civenlition, they
ehaiteed that their prayors were being noswersd.

The Conrt thereupon broke off all rolations with thew
nevertheless the Missionaries built strong hopes upon the interest
shown by the King in theie seered  pictures pod fn their dlineitable
works, They did vot realiso that evangelism is not & common form
of meritorious  setion  in Buddhist oyes, or thak the spectacle
of foreigners hraving the dangers and discomfort of a jouwrnuy half
vound the worll was ealeulated to arouse foslings of surpeised
euriosity  eather than geateful  admimtion, sven in a roler as
onlightenod as Pra Norai. To those woll aeguainted with Sisin it
wenthl not seem saepriving that the King, having satisfied his curios-
ity, should avail himself of the foreigners philanthropy for bhy goosd
of his peaple, withunt ever for one mowent contemplating the adop-
tiom of their ereed. ‘o the. neweomors from Franee, lowever, 1"
Natal's interest appeared signiticant, and Mgr. Lambert's lotters to
Mge. Pallu m 1065 are Gl of satisfaction and hu;m"

The resalt was that the ides of converting the King of Siam
tor Christingity took o frw hold in Paris, aml while experienes
grnahually taught the eldor wiissionaries in the fiehd to moderate their
abitions, voungor ones, sudh as Vaelob during the visiv of the
Siatese envoys Koo Fichai and K'an Pichit to Franes appear to
lave eneouragod Lhe notion, It Toemod tho key-stone 1o de Chau-
mants embassy to Ayotin, nod was only exploded finally when the
failore of that embassy Trom the French point of view beeame
know.

Another watter which lrought the Mission into relations
with the French Court wod forvign poliey was the viry natboral
desive of it} membors Lo sen Froneh ahips in the Menam side by
sille with the Duteh and English vessels upon which they depended
for maintaining communieations with home.  The wars botween

1. M.E. R6) g 244,
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Franee snd Holland remdored  this Hue of comunieation preearious,
while the overland journey—as experivnesd iy the pioneers—was so
hazardous and =0 stow that it was never attompted as n means of
ohtaining mails or supplies for hospital aml school,

Ships lenving Europe in the spring for the Cape would thers
eateh the South-West Monsoan and reach Ayt in little more than
six montle  Freneh ahips, however, did ol peocosd fcther onst
than Madagasear nntil 1668, when the first Fronch settloment was
wade st Surat.  The advantages to the Mission of having o Froneh
trading centre at Ayiitn were 5o obvious that, when news reached
Bishop Lambert of the contemplated oxtinsion of Freneh brade Lo
Tndia, he wrote lome an 17th Ovtober 1667 :

« [ have heard of the plans which our gracions King has
w formed Tor establishing teade in the East and I submit that this
agity [AyatTal is n most nseful contre for such a purpose. A
“suggestion to that offeet might bo sulunitted to H. M. urging him to
= follow thy suceessinl axample of the Dutel and send an Ambassa-
widor ta make arcangements for the trade whicl conld be conductetd
* with this eountry, and at the same time nvite the King to necept
“ the Christinn religion.” '

This letter marks the ineeption of Freneh political intorest in
Sigm. The motives whieh snimated the Missionaries in appealing to
the Foreign Office were cogent enough, without the wlded spur -nf
nationalist semtiment which ivspired  Freochimen g that dentury *
and whiel must Tuive heon shurpaned by the senseless antagonism of
the Portuguese

Mo Panar,

Myr. Pallu wax in Franco when Bishop Lambert's lettor was
roeeived. and to his offorts it was due that interest in Siam beeame i
featurs of Fronch esstern poliey. Ho was a man of ontstanding
charscter amd ability. woll aquipped to conduct negotiations with
Princes after hix success st Rome in 1650 whieh T to the foundation
of the Mission.

1, M.E. 857. p. 229
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Acting mpon Bishop Lambert's suggestion, he suceseded in
winning Lovis XIV's interest, and roturned to Siam on his second
visit, the bearer of a letter from Louis to Pra Narai written in Paris
on 318t January 1670, together with a letter from Pope Olement IX.
Both letters expross thanks to Pra Narai for the favonrs he has
bestowed on the Missionuries, and Louis wdds the assuranee of his
appreciation in advanes for any further favours which they or other
Frenely subjoets may receive

These letters enablod Mgr. Pollu to present himsell to the
Siamese Court s envoy of the two most powerful rulers in the
western world.  Such an inteodoction might be saleulated to rajse
the prestige of the Mission in Siam and to bring the Bishops into
close relations with the Siamese Conrt. _

Bishops Palle and Lambert were received in publie State
nudienee by Prai Narai at Ayatts on 18th Oetober 1673 For the
first time in Siamese history o foreign envoy was permitted to face th
King, and to remain seated on a carpet instead of prostrate, faee to
the ground. ‘This wmodifieation of ancient Siamese enstow was n
notable concession which raised Froneh prostige above that of the
othier Buropean nations. 1t was followed by an invitation to join
the Uourt at Lopburi in Novemher during which they ware recsivisd in
audience not only in the palace but also at the ¢lophant kranl | Paniet)
where the King engaged them in a long eonversation eonesTning
Lomis XTIV,

It then heesne ovidont that Siam reeiproeated Frenoh politieal
interest.  In arder to obitain Louis® alliance, P'ra Nari wwas willing
to eeda n port in the Peninsula to France, to be named after Louis
the Great, and to b the residence of one of his ropresentatives.  The
advantagn to Siam of the proximity of a friendly forvign garrison is
obvious, especially in the town of & vassal of doubtfal loyalty. FPra
Narai hoped to obitain this advantage by the offer of privileges to
the Missionaries and traders; and for the last Afteen years of his
reign it was the dominating motive of Siamese foreign policy.

"he Bishops wrote a joint letter to Tonis XIV on Sth
November 1673 reporting their success and the probability that »

1. JLE 858 p, 208,
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Tha Frenoh Poreign Mizssion in Siom. a0

Simmese embaszsy woull be despatelied e Franee the following vear,

The fact that the first Siamesn cmbnssy o France did oot
sail until 1880 was due probably to the war between Holland amd
Franee which made it hard for the Sinmese to obtain pessages. The
fact tremains, however, that the Bishops, 0 teporting their sueeess
and s Nureai's desive for Lonis’ friendship, appear to have assumed
that Pra Narai was interested in Uhristianity and in the Most
Christian King, whervas sundey ineidents veportod in their letters
lenve po room for doubt that Mea Nueai's interest in Louis was an
interest in bhe powerful monarel eathoer than i the Most Christian
King.

O 4th July 1682, Myr, Pallu retuened to Siaw for the thind
and last time—bonnd for Chine where he died.  He again eatne in
the ehameter of suvoy, bringing letters Tran Lowis XIV and  the
Pope which were aceorded o public state reception, ax in 1673, 1
have not found copies of these letters; but  presumably  they
introduesd the Fronch teadors who settled in Siam in October 1682,

Mgr. Palln found more than one change st Ayat'ia.  His
eolleague, Bishop Lambert, had died in 1870, and Fr. Lonix Laneau
waa ab the head of the Mission in Siam as Bishop of Metellopolis.
Bishop Lanean had been eonseerated in 1673 sl had thon served ns
interpreter st the State Audiences  Tn 18820 the young Uireek
Constantine Gerakis or Phaulkon, was right-hnnd man to the  Minis-
tor of the Treasiey and acted as interpreter at the sndieneos |
furthermore,! in the spring of that year. he had heen re-converted
from the Angliean to the Catholie faith by the Jesuit Fr. Thomus,

Mgr. Palli svailed himself of Phaulkon's services, and did all
in his power to effect good relations with the Jesuits and the
PortuguM. with both- of whom Phaolkon had eloss ties *Hix
advances met with only moderate success, but. Phantkon showed
himself friendly, undertook to hold the King to hisn promise of
building the Chureh, and provided the oli Bishop with his passage
from Siam to China.

| Vat. Arch, Carpegia 52,

2 M.E 878, p. 489
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When Mgr, Pallu left Sium for the last time, his poliey of
interssting the French Forcign Office in Siam had obtained fruition
The French East Indin Company had just opened an agency at
Avatha, while the eagermess shown by e Narai to obtain an
allisnee with Franeo nnd the French garrison in ove of the tributary
states in the Peninsnla was mterpreted by the sangning churchmen
an affording & prospeet for the intrduction of Christinmity, if not of
the King's eonversion.  Even 1" Narai's desire for an allianee with
France ean be traced to the inflosnes upon him of the glowing
seconnts of Lonis' power which fie heard from the Missionarivs st u
Hme when the encroaclusonts of Duteh power in Javae and the
Celebes gave him eause for anxicty.

The Siamese policy of seoking an allinnee with Franes was
already mooted Telore Phaulkon ever eame to Siam: hefore he mse
to power it had beon smbarked npon quite definitely by the despatel
to Franee in 1680 of Pra Pip Pat supported by Lusng Wisin
Senton, and K'an Nakdon Wichai, and eonducted by Fr, Gavie, one
ul Bishop Lanean’s most promising assistants

News of tha loss ab wen of this embassy deeided Prs Norai
to despatel two minor offieinls. K'an Miebni Walit and K'an Plehit
Maitri, secompanied hy two more Missionaties, to take vopies of his
earlier lutters sont in 1080, The Missionaries wers Fri. Vaehet and
Pascot; wnd from the latter! we leamn that he was Phaulkon's
nominee, ¢hoson aguinst Bishop Laneanw's wisl.  Paseot's lottors
give the imprexsion that he was a neurotie, il likaly to
make trouble; and Mgr. Laneay reported to Paris that he agroml
to the despateh of Paseot. sinee it woull he necessary in any
event to wond him away to Europe. This was in 1684, the same
year in which the Eogliah trador Bareon had appealod to 'Biahop
Lanean and to wn Ambessador  from Portugal to the Sinmess
Conrt, complaining of Phanlkon's vexations treatment af foreign
merchants, i the hope of getting hin discredited at Court,? A lost-
ter from Fr. Clorges relates how Phaulkon came round to the Mission

L, Prop. Fid Ser. Ref, 11, 476
% M. E 881 p, 190,
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The Frovek Foveign Miszion in Siowm. a5

s complained of the oeident, insisting upon the use of L of
respect such as Excollency for himsali and lmperial Majesty for his
inaster —a clear indieation that velations between Phaulkon and the
Mission were not very cordinl in 1684, As time went oo, Phanlken's
anly friend in the Mission appenrs to baye been the physician Fr,
Paumawd,

Vachet has loft o full aceount of his Mission th Earope !
His Sianese charges gave him a lot of tronhie owing to their hoorisl
behavionr, but he appears to ave boen woll satistisd with the result,
since he was able to eonvines do Seignalay, Colbert's sneesssor,
of Sinm's eagerness for Frenel friendship and of the possibility of
oltaining Plea Narai's conversion to Christinnity in retuen for an
allisnee.

By thin time, Jesuit influenes was strong ab the Froneh Court,
A Joswit, Fe o In Chiise, was confessor to Lonis XIV. He sent
for Yuchet and put some senvehing qoestions to him on the sabject
of affidrs in Siam. It is sigoifieant that when the greoat Franch
eibassy headod by de Chonmont set out for Sidm, s party of six
Jesuit astronomers (bound altimately for Chind accompanied the
ex pedition. .

O of theso astronomers wins Fro Guy Tachanl, of whom de
Choisy,® do Chaumont’s weeessor, writes that during the voyage
the erew enjoved more of Tachurd's company than the passengers
did. Mo lad previously served in vhe Jusait Missions of Central
Ameriea, amid know how b win homan syiputhios,  Ou dreival at
Avatia he set himaself to cultivate an intimacy with Phanlkon aet-
ing as lis serretary and confidant,

M (taheret relatos Tow Tackiard Lwi yoaes later gave proof of
liis blind devotion to Phanlkon by actually taking his ovders to the
kitchen for sapper to bo servesk T4 seoris as if Tachand was working
any behalf of the Jesnits to supplant Bishop Lanean as intermediary
betwesn the Froneh and Siamese Conrts

1. Awchives of M. E.

2. Voyoage de Sieo,

3. Lanior, Ktwde historiges sie fee Belationa de lo Franee o dy
Koyuume de Stam J062-IT 18,
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At the French Court, the Jesuits woro aleedy powerful ; in
Siam, the Inek of cordiality between Phaslkon and the Missionaries
alter Mygr. Palln's departure in 1683 left an open road for Tachard to
giin Phanlkon's ear by pandering to his vanity and tie his sensitive-
ness ta eritieisto and disapproval. The Abbé de Lionne's letters made
i seecel, of his disapproval of Phaolkon in spite of the generons
recognition which Bishop Lanonu gave of Phaulkon's zeal for Chris.
tinnity,

Then eame die Chaumont’s failure to obtain the King's eonver-
sian, the suggestion for which first smanated from the Missonsries,
Thuiy prestige naturally soffered whon this plan had to be shelved,
thongh it s Joubtfnl whether in practice it ever roeeived a fair
chanee, sines Phaulkon insisted an ousting the Bishop ns interpreter
hotween the King and de Chauwmont, deliberately distorting his trans-
lation of de Chanmont’s speeshes fn ovder to minimise all references
to the King's eonversion: furthermore! de Chavwont's memoire
makes it clear that Bishop Laneaun himself cansidered the demand for
the King's conversion to be prematare, and approved of Phaulkon's
advien to de Chanmont not o make the issne of  the negotintions
dapendent upon this demand.

Novertheless, the paliey was associgted with the Misdonaries,
mopl ik 111 sucoess antueally velleetod upon them,  Even before (e
Chawmont saild for Siam, La Bruybre had eritieised the policy,
naking how it was that Orientals aseepted the prosence in their midst
of Ohristian privsts with. o tolevanee whiel wostorn faces  wounld
nover oxtend to Buddhist smissaries Trom Siam,

While de Chammont’s emlussy ended in fnilure for the policy
of the Mission, it m[n'ﬂnantﬁl n grent sueness for Siam and for Phaul-
Koo, who obtained de Chanmont’s agecement 1o the sllinnes whiok
"rn Naorai coveted with Franee, without swrrendoring anything
more definite in return than (1) » vague offer of privileges for the
Missiont which wers never publishied, and (2) suggestions for & Frenely
settlement and garrison at Singora.”

1. Are, Nat. E 1568 No, 88,
2, de Cholsy's memoire, MLE, &, p. [,
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Tachard went back to France with de Chaumont, bearing
Phaulkon's seoret suggestions,! which were to be conveyed to Louis
through the Jesuits. They envisaged the eomversion of Siam, not
through the medium of the King, as the Missionaries had proposed,
bot by introducing French Catholies into positions of importance in
the palace sl in the provinees; among thess agents Jesnits might
be ineladed provided they eamo in the guise of laymen: upon them
Phanlkon depended for the establishment of Christisnity in Sism.

Tachard won Louis’ support for this plan® By the vear
1680 no less than & hundeed gentlemen had been sarollid for seryies
in Sian, but had to e dishanded whon news eame to Franee that
Phanlkon had porished in o revolution in June 1685 The plan,
hiowever, was developed privately, and it is donbtinl svon whether
Lonis” own Ministers were admitted folly inlo the seerel,

The official negotintions which followed de Chaumont’s return
tus Franee wore directed towards improving spon Plunlkon’s sugges-
tions for material and roligious privileges in return for the allianen.

The Missiomaries ook oo hawd in thess negotinbions ; in fael
thiir lettars oxpress o hope that the offer of Singora woald be ae-
cepted by France, sl dissppraval ab subssguent developients <l {1
fact, they took a baek place in politieal affairs undil the sickness of
Pra Narai led to Phaulkon's fall

Thefr *  seeviees were then required by the Uswrper Mra Pet
Racha in ander to negotinte for the disposal of the Freneh gurrison,
which—acting upon the Bishop's sdvies—had stood aside from the
intrigues at Court to establish the sueeession Lo the theoe, aml
rafnsod Phaulkon's summons for pasistance

During the lnst years of Phanlkan's life, while the Mission-
aris were pxelnded From the political svenn, it so happened that
they enjoyed the serviees of o priest, the Abhé de Lioone, whose
antecedents, a5 the «n of the Fronell Ambassador to Rome, marked
him down as speeially fitted for the role of negotintor.” De Lionne's

I. OLE. 870, p. 151,

4. Tachund’s lotter to Pmklang, March 1680, M.E. 88(1, . 380,
A, ALE. 850, p, 97,
4.
5.

Belation des FRévolutions. Amsterdam 1091,
M.E. 853 pp. 72, 101. 162. 305, 319 M.E. 866 pp. 123,
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lettors lenve po douht of his politieal aewmen amd shility ; bot
nnfortunately for Franes, no use was movde of it until after Phaul-
kon's Tall,

He was solocted as interpreter to the Stomene Mission which
went o Franes in the ships which took de Chavmont home. and in
which Tachard abso travellsd  But when they reached Franee, he
fonnd that no intorest wais taken in him, sl that Phaalkon's Jesuait
friend Tachard usurpml his ploes in the diseussions with the French
politicians and merely atilised hin to Interprot ot the State Revep-
tiom of the Simmese Envoy Pyn Sunt'on (Kosa Pan) by Louis X1V,

The ships whieli brought ya Sunt'on back to Sinm in 1687
with de Lionne.amd Tachand, also carvied two Envoys from Lonis
X1V, the merchunt Céberet apd the lawyer de la Loubere with
GO0 Freneh soldiers. ' La Loubéce was the boarer of the answer
of the Frenchh Comt to proposals For commereial and  religions
privileges ofored hy Sinm to ds Chammont in veturn for the allinnes
which Franes extended to Sinw,

La Loubire® was instructed to refuse the offer of Singorn as
a French base, and to insiet upon the appointment of Freneh Gover
nors ut Bangkok” and Mergui, whore the French garrison was to
reside.  These demsands wers to be submitted to Phaulkon by Tachund,
who was expected to obtain sanetion for them from him: in easo,
hiwevar, of wny unlooked for ehange of sontimont on the part of
Sinni towards Franee, the  nsteoetions commmitted the French [opee
to nn attack on Bangkek, in spite of the prejudice whieh this wonlhil
entail to the emise both of Christisnity ad Freneh conuneree,

D Lioome's letters show that the Missionaries were not only
LBt cnb of any sluew in these gegotiations, hut also that he anticipat-
el thnt they would lead to dissstor.  Deseribing his vovage back 1o
Sinm, he wrote ' <AL Batavin, Tachaed teanshipped  to another
“vossnl, which set sail at onee, i order to resnch Siom shead of the
“Mloek,  On disembarking, e went steaight to Phanlkon. 1 do niot
*know what passed between them : all T know is that when our ship

L Lanier.
2. Etisnne Gallow : ~L'eepidition de Yiam.”
5. OLE, 850. p. 98, |
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“ronched the Bay, Taelned eame on boavd and told e privataly that
“ Bangkok was to be given to the French ; that is to say, thay were
" 1o be stationed there ander cortain eonditions fixod between Phaul-
“kon and Tachanl  Either these conditions were not enrrind oug or
“ ulse they were unaceeptabli to the Fronch, for altimately the Envoys
“*broke with both Phaulkon and Tichand. Howover, as it was u
“mabter solely botween these gontlomen and one of whieh T lid
"o exact knowledge, 1 will rofrain from disetssing it ;—all 1 ean
“say, Tor this was common koowledgo, is that Tachanl took the
o Jead in u\'n:l"_'l-"l.]i.i.l.lg.-'

PaAUVLKONS Quanken Wrrn Tay Missiox,

It seems probable that the domand of the Freneli in 1587
for Bangkok amd Mergui as Frineh gaveison towns osine as o surprise
to Phoulkon, but that he suecweled in turning it to his own ﬂl]\'uutug{:‘
while rendering it possible of acesplanoe by the Siamese theougl the
ﬂﬁ]'ﬂﬂalitm thut the gareisais winst take an gath of illeginnes to Sia.
O this 1llll'-Jlil'l’f-1 Phaulkon was immovably, in apite of the dislike for
it whieh tho Freneh wuvoys nonl soldives axpressel | amd he srrisl it
out i spite of their opposition, by obtaining the suppurt of Desfurges,
thi General o commod of the sxpeditionary foree—an eldorly nan,
opposed to taking wnecessary risks

Phaulkon's trimmph was eomplele on the day whin the Frenel
wiiicers tendered their alleginnee to him us the King of Sinm's repire-
nentative at Bangkok | but it eost hitg the friemdship of the French
oolony, us well as that of the Eovovs Céberet wind La Lotibdre,

Lanier’s quotation from Tachund's MS jourual roveals the
important fact that Tachanl also il o fend with thess Eu.u;}-s,
Thus both Phaulkon and the French Jesuits found themselves opposed
by alinost the whole Froneh eomwunity in Siom, who not anly
resented Fhaulkow's domiation as humiliating to their pride, but
fuared® to be associated with him in the eves of the Siames:, who—

1. Lauiar,
2. Launay's meprodnction of de Lionue's lotwers
ALE. vol. B53. pp. 72. 101, 182, 305, 39,
« BhG. [U S 123,
M.E. ,, HB# po 15 Yor his estinnte of Phisulkon.
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it wis evident—were merely waiting for o favourable moment to
disown him.

De Livnne's' MSS dhow clearly that the Missionarivs shaved
these fedlings very strongly: it was natural therefore that their
leader, Bishop Lavean, as the senior and wost respected mstmber of
the Franch community, should b the ubject of Pluul kon's apite amd
ruseutmont, particularly since rolations with Phaulkon’s allies, thy
Jesnits, were constantly subjocted to u strain by their opposition t
the Oath which the Pope required that the Bishop should pdminister
Lo theny,

Tachard, on leaving Siam for Fravee at the beginniog of 1688,
enrriaal with him letters from Phaulkon to the Pope® and Curia of
the Znd and Sod Janunry 1688 with 0" Memorandun on the state of
the Missions in Indo-Ching,  Copies of these doeuments wers shown
to Prinee Damrong in Rowe in 1930 ot the Vatiean, while the
origital letter from Phanlkon to the Pope, written in Portugnese
and diseovered by me at the Propaganda Fidei in Piazea di Spagna
ab Bome last v, s heve reproduced. These documents are wittiess
of Phsulkon's attemnpt o domage Bishop Lanean, representing L
we o coulirmed ooy of the Jesuits There s evidenes ot the
Propagande Lhat they wers discasswd Ly Lthe Coria snd  that the
latter rofused to be drvwn into taking sides in the quarrel.

It is ¢lenr, however, from Bishop Laneau's final letter, that
tha Jesuits bl suceceded in daneging the Mission's reputation in
Europe.  In commending Lis Hoek before his death tw the fatharly
care of the Holy Sew, Bishop Lanesu sdjured the Cardinals o
neeept the onth of u dying man and to believe ' “that vever was a
* Fenternity morve devoted to the Holy See thun the Siam Mission s
“mod will ever rowain ; that not o single member is contaminnted
* with Jansenism or any other hevesy ; that not one of them would
“ not prefer to end lis f].ugei at bowe, in spite of muinmuum earrent

1. I.-mmn mmluluntﬁm of de Liotme's lettors,
M.E, vol, #53, pp- 72, 101, 102, 304, 319,
. 850, p. 125,
ME. , 880, p. |5 for hi= estimate of Phanlkon.
L 3. Appendix.
4 Lannay. end vol, |,
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“to the etfeet that some came Lo Siam in search of an easy life, and
“others for worldly gain  (Appendix A, B. C.)

Critics of Franee insinuate that Franee favours. French
Missionaries as o mesns of preparing the wiay for mereantile ol
political nebiun,  These puges show that the Freach Forsign Mission
orighuted in circumstances unconnected with Freneh polities, aml
dopended for maintenanee upon the contributions of the chnritable—
Lonis XIV's annual dooation of 1,000 cets veasing with the death of
Mgr, Pallu,'

It was the Missioturies thenselves who iovibed the teaders
to cowe to Siam, and they who urged Louis to-send out su importan
ehassy Lo Pen Navai,  The wotives which prompted them wonld
isve appasled to any ploneees situsted as they were. Their eagoer-
ness o ponvert Pea Naval lisd thew futo mistaking his favours,
cotferred upon them as suljeets of Lovis whise allisnes e desiread,
fon favours confereed upon thew as Chiristian svangelists

It was the hope of converting Sinm which led thow to support
the Sinmese policy of an allinee with Franee ; but the Frenel Govern-
mienb, 50 far Trom eoaperating with then, mave ils support to their
oppotents, the Jesuits.

The Jesuits must share with their tool Phaulkoo Wie responsi-
bility for the errors of French policy in Siam which oulminated in
the wilitary occupation of Bangkok with troops placed under the
eontrol of this unpapular Griek.

The Missionuries foresaw that these ervors wonld involye them
and all Fronehimen in disgrace with the Siamese ;* yot when the erasl
eame, they were untiving in thuir efforts bo negotinte for the disposal
of the Fronch gnrrison. The garrison failed o earry out in full the
terms which Bishop Lanean negotintod for it with the Sinmese and
for which he and his staff stood seeurity.  In consequenee, i
Missionaries wore kept in confinement by the Sismese for eighteen
months and sutfored perseention until the Sismese obtained satis-
Faction.”

Launay. val. |,
Heo de Lionne's lettars, quoted above,
Hor: Ref, Vi po 104, F. Maldonata's a/e,
ALE: 862, p. 370,
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No better exumplo eould be given of the disinterested pateiol-
isun which inspicod the French Missionaries than Bishop Lateau's
lottor, written to Loais XTIV o 18th May 1890 when lie was eeleaserd
From eonfinement :

“We huve wo regrots for having exposed oorselves b impri-
*sunment by aceopting bail for the garvison, theroly seeoring their
" frewe departure, in which Your Majestv's honour was a0 mueh st
“atake AT need b we swould do the same thing again.  Ouar sols
~vegret is to seo the pame of Gol despised and Frouel prestige
o Dok s Jow."

The life * af Bishop Lansau ix an epitotnn oF thy early days
of the Mission—a 1o of unremitbing toil for the swallave of his faith
wil of hi= country.

Durjug his university career at the Sorbonne he mot Mur,
Pallu who wngaged him for the Foreign Mission,  He sailed for Siaw
ab the nge of 25 awl spent the remaining 34 years of his Hfo thers,

In 1686 de Choisy * desaribod him as a tall, tine-looking
i, who might be taken for 60 instead of 49, adding : * a ijusrtar of
“a century in the Mission fiohl is bad for the complexion.”

His natural inclinution lod biw to prefer pestoral - politicsl
work.  In natters of diot wnd dreess his Labits were austere: if
Rowne would bave allowed it, o would have adopted the robe aml
rule of the Buddhists whom he haped to sanvert to Christisnity,®

It 3s siguificant that nearly all ‘of his numneroos Jotters pre-
sacved ab Rowe and in Paris veveal worry over the lack of unity
smong Catholies outside his Mission.  Almost his happiest lebter
nuﬁ written ju 1080 while he was held prisonor by the Siamess

" furtim e earcere seribo ™) and Gsolated fromn politics as wull us
fn:-m the malice of Jesuits and Portugnese,

When  Bishop Lawbert, ® proposed him as vaudidate for
spiscopal rauk, Bishop Pallu expressed doubt swhether he was strong
mnugh for the Tost of loader, and Gazil de la Beruadibes nruu- of

“iw hll.mm
Fiogage de K,
Hor. Ref. IV. 67
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him us “ n simple sonl with only average brain pawer ",

Nevertheless, it was his leadership which earried the Mission
through the tronbled times that followed the death of 1"ra Narai
and won for the Bishop the respeet of that King's successor,! who
began his reign by persoeuting the Mission.

If Mgr. Lancau lneked the beillianees of Phaulkon, he had the
“advantsge of being a good man, and—as Launay says: »In the
“ Judgement of Eternity, virtus ranks before eleverness, and to b good
“i8 more important than to be great.”

1. M.E. B8l p. 619,
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APPENDIX,
References in the Notes to Manuseripte,

M.E. for papers in possession of the Minsions Etrangéras

ot P