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PREFACE .

The idea of preparing & critical edition of the Nulb Sipihr wos
first suggested to me by.Professor Mohd. Shafl, ex-Principal,
Lahore Oriental College, who informed me of the existence at Lahore
of two good manwsoript copies of the work, one in his own private .
colleotion and the other in the Punjub University Library (Sherani
collootion). Goaded by my own keen intorest in Khnsran, and being
fully awure of the extrome desirability of publishing all such works
of that great poet as still remain wnpublished, I readily

. accepted the kind suggestion, and having aequired the two copies

through the courtesy of the Punjab University Library, sct to
work on the poom in the summer of 1044,  The result of my labours
is now bofors the readers, and it is for them to judge how far T
havo boon successful in my task. T am fully conscious of my

. own limitations, and so whils welcoming all suggestions for the im-

provement of the text, I shall crave their indulgence for any minor
errore which might have inadveortently erept into the work in spite
of very caroful revision and proofroading.

My grateful thanks are doe to tho Islamic Ressarch Associa-
tion, Bombay, whose gallant help has enabled me to publish the
work, as well as to my dear and honoured teacher, Professor Mohd.
Bhafi, to whom I am indebted for several useful suggostions about
the deaipherment of cortain doubtfal readings. I also feel very
grateful to my friend, Mr. Mohd. Abdul Shahtd of Aligarh for
securing for me & valuable copy of tho Lytton Library manusceipt
of the Nuh Sipikr, and to, Hakim Khurshed Hasan Sahib of
Sahargnpur for his kind help in preparing s duplicate copy of the
text. I also must not forget to expross my gratitude to my wife,
whose constant care and devotion have been of great help to me in
the accomplishment of my work, and to other relations and friends
who have shown interest in it.

The manuscripts on which the text of the Maghnawi is based
are as follows: . )

(1) Hafiz Mahmud Sherani collection, Punjsb Library,
indicated as | in the foot-notes,
(2) Professor Mohd. Shafi's private copy, indieated as o

in the foot-notes, and
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{3) A carefully prepared transcript of the Lytton Library
manusoript (Aligarh), indicated as £ in the foot-notes.

By a careful comparison of the thres manuscripts, I came to the
canclusion that the Sherani manuscript was the mest complete, and
therefare T solected it as the primary basis for my text. Unfor-
tunately, however, the manuseript, which is very .'bcuut.!iftllly
written and in a state of axcellent preservation, seems to have
been transcribed by & very ignorant soribe and there are numerous
mistakes in it. In somo casts words have been mutilated beyond
recognition, and so it would have been almost an impossible task
to prepare o satisfactory text based on this manuscript alome.
Most of the corrupt lines, however,~could be solved easily enongh

with the help of the other two manuseripts both of whish have -

beon written much more carefully, although in spite of my best
efforts, thers still remain a few couplets which have defied selution,
Their number, fortunately, i& very small, almost negligible in a
wark of the size of the Nub Sipibr and T have indicated them clearly
by question-marks in the text, and have eommented upon them in
the notes appended to it. Some of these verses conld, no doubt,
be finally solvid by reference to other copies of the poem, which
unfortunately aro not aviilable in India, and will not be available
even sbrosd for seme time fo coms, It seemed undesirable to
postpone indefinitely the publication of the work just for the sake

of thoss faew doubtful verses, especially as they do not in any way -

gpodl the artistic or historical value of the poem, and so T have left
them as they are, without any attempt at effecting wnwarranted
alterations and thereby putting into the poet’s mouth words which
he probably never uttered.
I have remarked above that the Sherani manuseript, which is
vary porrupt, has apparently heen copled by o very ignorant seribe,
Tgnorange, howsver, can be an assest as well a8 & drawhack in the
caga of & acribe, and this is amply proved by a comparison of the
throo manuscripts, for although there are lines after lines in this
mannscript which are wrongly transeribed, there are others, quite a
large number of thern, which have been faithfully copied and which
certainly provide better readings than do their eounterparts in
the other two manuseripts. Thia is only natoral, for an intslligent
scribe is often tempted to alter & word here and-s word there in
arder to make doubtfol passages intelligible to Aimself, and thereby
to mutilate n perfootly correct reading which he has failed to
understand. A referoncs to the foot-notes containing the variantions
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of tho text will fully convinee the reader of the trath of this observa.
tion. I had, therefors, to be very eritical in rejecting off-hand any
reading in the manuseript which appearsd at first sight to be
sorrupt and substituting an apparently correct roading for it given .
in cither of the other two manuscripts. For the same reason I
have not preferred alternative readings in thess two manusoripte
unleas they were decidedly superior to thoss in the first manuseript,
Another point in favour of the Sherani manusoript is its complate.
ness,  There are no doubt a number of couplets which are found

either in o or & and are not pressnt in |, but there are many
more which are found only in |. Tt seems to me, indeed, that
| is & copy of a very old and complste manuseript which might

have been sontamporary with Khusran, The fact that this manu-
seript was transgribed in Delhi tends to strengthen this view.

The transeript of the Lytton Library mannseript, which waa
lent to me through the courtesy of Nawab Sadr Yar Jang Habi-
burrahman Khan Sherwani, was propared by Syed Hasan Barni,
a well-known scholar, who also utilized another manusoript, which
he calls the Delhi manuscript, in smending and supplementing
the text. This copy has proved of immense valus to me, as it is
& complete copy and contains most of the serses found in the Sherani
manuseript. But in this case also, I foel constrained to remark,
the editor’s zeal to correet the doubtful verses has cocasionally
earried him too far. He has made certain alterations for which
thers is mo justifieation, and which have ecartainly not improved
the text. The work of preparing this transeript was wndertaken
probably at the time when other works of Khusran were being
odited and published at Aligarh, and it is very probable that the
Nuk Sipibr was not included among thoss works as the editors falt
that the toxt was not quite satisfactory. However, I have
profound admiration for the industry and care which Mr. Barni has
lavished on this copy, and fesl grateful to him for having fagilitated
my task,

Following the general prineiple that an sditor should aveid,
as far as possible, making any alterations or amendments merely
by conjecturs, I have not disturbed the text as found in the three
mannsoripts exespt on very rare ocoasions, and that also in those
onses only where I head good reason to consider my surmise to be
sound. This doss not, of course, apply to such obvious correstions
a8 were nocessitated by omission of dots, or their misplacement,
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or the inerease or decrease of the number of dots on a letter (e.g.
w or yﬁu'ﬁ,m.E&r Cami vios versa). Such mindr

. yariations, unless they lead to confuxion of the text, have not bean
noted, Similarly, varistions like pp= for Ol or ol for-of
oto., have been omitted from the foot-notes, and I have selscted
the reading which appeared to me to be most appropriste in a
partioular place.

Finally T would like to say & few words aboub the number of
verses in the Nuh Sipibr.  According to Khusrau himself the total
numaber of couplsts in the maghniwl was 4,508, but ho does fiot
gay if this includes the aby&t-i-silsila as well as the ghezals. The
presumption is that he did include them in that number. The
toxt as prepared by me has 4,487 couplets. The difference, it will
be noticad, is not large. It is, indeed, improbable that a fuller
text containing the sxact number 4,905 could be prepared from the
MBS, now available, ss we know that even during the poet's life-
time complste copies of his worls were rare, for he often deplores
the loas saffered by his compositions at the hands of careless soribes.
Even in this mathnaw! we oome across the following verse:

sgp 4 Olaia i r;'l 3a Ol 2e3ja jl ol

T would not mind the theft committed by the demons if collee-
tiona of my postey did not suffer theft (ie. loss).’ This shows
clearly that Khusrau's verses have agﬁ'amd. considerable loss in
transoription even from the time of their composition in spite of
the' sare with which he collseted and mumbered them. Heeping
this fact in view the shortage in the present case would appear

to be neither groat nor unusual. Moreover there do not appear

to bo any marked lacunse in the text as prepared by me, except in
ona or two cases where obviopsly & couplet or two are missing.
A detailed desoription of the two manuseripts | .end o is

apponded herewith. '

Luoknow, " MowD. Wamp Mmza,
December 9, 1946,

%
i



1
]
:
]
|

- e e

s dua

DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUSCRIPTS
| : Paper :—Thick, glossed and gold-dusted; folios alternataly

gresnish-blue and budf, IMuminations:—Surrounding black-and-gold
margin; doubls, fine lines separating the ‘misrfi‘s’, also filled with

gold; gold-and-blue ) on thi first folio; rubrios ( Alul. gyl )

in red and bloe.  Size :—Writing space, including the surrounding
border—3" ® 47 ; four misri ‘s (2 couplets)to each line.  Writing '—
Beautiful, emall nasta’lig in dark, black ink, 19 lines to each
page. eneral®tondition :—Complete (oxcopt for a fow couplots ot
the and), well presseved, with only small lncunsae here and there;
61 folics in all, numbered in black ink; morgine defoctive and
mended ; text sound and easily lagible.  Date and seribe :—Undated,
saribe,  ls s Uf"l« L5 s Olezles supposed to have been written
about the 1lth century AH. Haflz Mahmud Sherani Collection,
Punjab University Library.

* s Paper .—Modiumly thick, light brown, highly glossed.
Hiuminations :—Flowered border and = ) . mostly in gold and

blue, with desp red and whits interspersed, on the first 2 pagea,
also similar trisngular corners on top and centro of the margin,
Fine, black lines (double), filled with gold (faded) on other pages.
Size :—(including the margin) 87 x 4° , the central text of the
Nub Sipikr boing 573 3° (including the border), one couplet to
each line and 16 lines to ench page. ~ Writing -—Reddish black ink,
small neat nastdlg in (oaYy b ), not so besutiful as that of
{1 ). General remarks :—Incomplete; the ‘Ashiga on the margin

ia also incomplete as many folios are missivg, Intelligently written,
very fow mistakes; text well preserved and clear; traces of damp
apparont. Folios at the end and in the middle missing. Many
couplots lost, Dafe and scribe :—(ns given at the conelusion, on the
margin of the “Ashiga):

Al gl dleedl KU G dla b QR ol
* DWW 3 oild s pod ol s Bl G Gl o Gl

(Anwarl Bukbirl wos o seribe of Mir *All Bhir Nowi'l,) Professor
Mohd. Shafi's private copy.






INDEX OF NAMES IN THE TEXT

Abil Ma'shar (Amb astronomor,
167,

Adbam (Ibeihim b.), 34,

Alioddin, Mokd, (Sultan): his
gomerosity, 46-46; patronage of
Khusrau, 40; 236,

Albars [Mount.), 8.

Alloe [Ellora), 128,

Annkpal (Rai of Dolki), 243,

Anil Mshta (Minkster of Tilang),
104, 108, 108, 110,

Arab [Arnbis), 151, 168, 175, 178,
ala,

Arsmkunds (Anum-kunds), 69, 89,

Arangnl (Warangal), 20, 84; the
wiege. of, 87-114, B0, B1, 08, 127,
133, 185, 207.

Arnatdl (Aristothe), 168, 250,

Arish [ famous hwmln] 288

Arzang, 377.

Baghdid, 143, 178, 220, 345, 01,
Bahman, 384,

Bakrdm Gir, 2549, 241, 260, 270,
Bahriizanngar, 156,

Balinis (Halktm], 220,

Baniirsl (Bannroa), 107,

Birbad, 393,

Baslidnn (Deogir tarritory), 128,

Bukhiri, 145, 357,

Bi Jahl, 15,

Bi Lahab, 14, 200,

_‘GI‘I-ITI- {Chirn), 1061, 168, 240, D44,

860,
Dwrhand, 241, 347,

Darwhe, 347,

Deoglr, 61, 68, 195, 187, 364,

Dawrs Mehta (warrior of Amngnl),
10,

Dijln (tho Tigria), 143,

Dimsshq (Damnscies), 154,

Fulitin (Plato), 430,

Forghlina, 304.
Furidaddin (Ganjshalkar), 23

Farldiin, H;, A36.
Firdausl, 45,
Firie Eralji (Sultan], 48

(hisl Kamil (Amir of Oudh), B9
(hazntn, 55, 271, 344, 353,
Ghiir, 2568,

Ghita (of Damassus), 164, 168,
Ghuzz, 353,

Hafiz (al-Hijaz), 304

Harpil Deo (of Deogir), 148, his
rovolt and defeat, 105 seq., i8
talkeen prisomor and killed, 200-201,

Hari (Horat), 272,

Hilal (poot of Dwelhi), 145.

“Irdqg, 47, 1568, 272,
“Trdgain, 150,
Iutakhr, 177.

Tnihdn (River], 144,
Tl {town in Indin), 188,

. Jumahtd, 227, 310, 530, 345, 444,

Eaid (Kidar, Bai of India), 121.

Eaikobdd (Mu'izauddin, Sulten}, 458,

Hallln. Dimne, 168,

Kkmril (Kamrup), ms

Karkh, 289, L

Kashmir, 198,

Ehafchisg, 167,

Ehfiqlint, 45.

Blath {Cothay), 55, 160, 257, 344,
380,

Ehurkadn, 144, 148, 161, 152, 188,
160, 271, 344

Ehmwsran  Ehin, defonts Rghd,
the N&'ib of Rim Deos, 71-7%,
besieges Amangnl, 84-114, con-
cludes o peace treaty, 114 seq.,
holds & durbar to display prosonts
from Amangal, 118-120, returns
to Dalhi, 1356 soq,

Ehutan (Khoton), 148, 249,

Bhwiljo FLAjE (*Aeid), 112,



Ewirazm, 145, 271,
Kirmfn, 257, -
Kunda [warrior of Arsngal), 09,

Lakhnauti, 188, .

Luddor Deo [Prataba Fudra Deva
of Armngal), 137, makes peace
with Bysran i, 114, codm

" Bidsrkob, 128-132,

Makmiid Malileshih, 343, 344,

Malik ‘Anbar, 118.

Malik Na'ib (Eifir), 237.

MRl B&f (of Arangal), B0

Mini (Manos), 377,

Mangiir [al-Hallfj), 28.

Migr (Egypt), 143. .

Mubirak Bhith (Quibuddin, Sultan)
socession to throne, .30 soq.,
inwites Ehussu to his court, 37
0., promises mn alephant's
weight of gold for chronkele of kis
meign, 42 saq., dato and sccount of
his coronation, 50-54, hin ambi.
tion for pongunst, G4 e, eaxpesdi-
tion to Bouth Indin, B8 seq,

* defonts Raghu, 70, seq., his
bulldinge in Delhi, 78 seq.,

returnn o Delbi after southern

expodition, 189 sog., builds &
minsret and & palaos, 141-143,
145, 18T, 198, 202, 200, 209,
296, 207, 299, 201, 306, 310, 812,
A1p, oto. his polo trip, 403 seg.
[Bultan, Frinos), his
irth, 320 seq., his horoscopo, 324
B, 248, mamed Mubammad,
337, prosanted fo the oo
. by his fisther, 340 seq., feativitien
on hin birth, 370-400.

Karbade (Biver), 202, 204,
Ml (the Nils), 143
Mimrid (Mimred), 278

Quibuddin Bukbtyhs K&K, 23,
Quibuddin Mubhrak Shih [Sultan),
wob Mubdirak Shih.

xii

Qutlugh (Amir-i-Snikilr), 67, 69, 96,
eb, 101. -

Riighi (Wd'ib of RAm Dea), 82,
robals, 04 seq.; Ehurau Hhan
marelios agoinet him, 67 soq.,
I defontod and wounded, T0-72,
84, 197, :

Ram Deo (Rai of Deogir), 4.

Rayy, 161, 162, 158, 873, S44.

Riim, 47, 148, 150, 168, 162, 231,
240, 202, 278, 344, 388, .

Rustam, 284, 38T,

Ba'ndi, 43, 445,

Sn'ndi-Waagis, 286,

Bond'l, 43.

Shim (Syrin), 47, 164, 202, 345, 360,

Shibl, 94,

Shihil (poet of Delhi), 145,

BhihAb *‘Ard (*Arid), 118.°

Sikandar [Alsxandor), 08, 80, 121,
229, 232, 3340,

Sipithin (Tapakan), 144.

Sulsimin = Bhih,  plots o kil
*K18‘uddin, 236-257,

Tablaghiii Yoghdn (Amic], 168,

Tabelz, 144,

To'izz (Yaman], 175

Tuipst, 81, 137,

Tahamtan (Rustam), 204, 306,

Tilang (Telingana), 81, 84, 87, 01,
202, 206,

Timur {Buler of Chanderi), 100,

Tirmidh, 144, 2567,

Turkistin, 343.

Ungurt (the poet), 45,
Twais (the Sufl), 15, 26.

. Yamak, 167,

Yaman, 175

Zang (Ethicpin), 34, 347, 380,
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INTRODUCTION .
A, Histomioar :Ea.{::numtmn

The Nuh Sipikr, otherwise known as ‘Sultdn-Nameh', is the
fourth of a series of historieal mathnawls composed by Khusran,
and was written at the instance of Qutbuddin Mubirak Shih in
the ysar 718 H. The poet had alrendy produced the Qirdnus. -
Sa'dain, which celebrates the happy ending of the quarrs] betwemn
Kaiqubdd and his father Bughra Khin, the ' Ashige which contains
& useful miscellany of historical facts woven around the romantic
story of Prince Khidr fhiin and Deval Devi, and the Mift&hul Futikh,

" 's comparatively short peem deseribing the conguests of Jaldl-

uddin Firdiz Khaljf, and wag still to write the last important work
of his life, the Tuphleg Ndmeh, commemorating the vengeance:
wronked by Ghaydthuddin Tughlag Shah wpon the ungratefol
Ehusrau fhin who had seized the thione of Delbi by murdering his
kind, albeit errant, master, Mubirak Shih,

- "Ali'nddin Ehelji, the stern and capable monarch, who had for
twenty years held in subjection not only the tuwrbulent Turkish
and Afghan nobles and the refractory riis of his far-flung dominions,
but also the maranding Mongols who came ever snd anon from
across the frontier, like hungry wolves, hankering after the rich
vpoils offered by the fertile plains of Indis, passed away, after o
long and painful illness on the Tth of Shawwal in the year 716 H.
His end was probably hastensd by his slave and henchman, Malik
Kaftir, who after his master’s demise, bocame the virtual rulsr of
his vast kingdom, With the help of his coufederates, the most
notorious among whom was another slave, Sunbul, he started on a
detestable orgy of murder and persecution, and for the short time
he was in power Delbi remained in the grip of & reign of terror,
‘Ali*uddin's aldest son, Khide Ehiin, who by his elever machinations
had already been put out of the way and exiled to Gwalivar, was
the firat vietim of KAffir's infamy. He was cruelly blinded in
order to render him ineapabls of making any claim to the throne
of his father. Two of his younger brothers, Shidi Khin and Farld
Bhin also suffered the same fate, whils his mother, the queen, wos
robbed of all her possessions and confined in a sclitary dwelling,

Malik Kafir, now tarned his sttention to another son of the
Inte king, Mubdrak Khdn, who bad so far remained unseathed, and
» .



xviii -

would have certainly blinded him also, but Inekily for the prinos,
he wis himself murdered by some of his jealous partisnns before he
pould carry out his nefarious design, Malik Kafir's reign thus
snrs to an abrupt end after the short space of anly about o month.
"The world', accarding to Khnsrau, ‘made out of the sighs of the
oppressed & sword, and flung his ominous head off his insuspicious
shoulders’, and thus it was that Mubiirak Shiih, on the 24th of
Muhaream in the year 716 H. ascended the throne of Delki with the
title of Quibunddin (the Pole or Pivot of the Faith). Young and
handsome, the new king soon won the hearts of his sibjects by his
goy temperament snd lberal disposition. ‘Ala'uddin's rule had
" weighed heavy upon the nobles as well as the populace, and,
in spite of the fact that he had given the Indinn empire such paace
and tranguillity as had never been witnessod hefore, he had made
himself unpopular by his heavy extortions and puritanic discipline.
Wing and loxuries of other kinds were taboo during his reign and
people were afraid to display thoir wealth lest thoy might attract
the attention of the king, whe comsidered abundance of monsy
to be o rife source of corruption.  All that was changed under the
new regime, for although Quibuddin formally kept in foree his
father's prohibition decres, he himself was a great devotes of the for-
bidden oup, and his subjects were not slow in taking full sdvantage
of their monarch's weakness, so that ‘every house was turned into
s tavern and wine began to be brought to the city from the neigh-
bouring villages under o hundred pretexts and guisea’. 1. The
capital soon regained its wonted, gay appearance. Trade became
more brisk, In the words of the contemporary historian, Barni,
it wan after a Jong time that tankshs and jitals poured into purses
and bags, and gold and silver sppeared in and ontside tho houses,
gtreots and quarters of the eity. The nobles began, onee more,
%0 vie with one ancther in pomp and magnifisence and to surround
thamselves with richly sttired sloves who enlivened their convivial
gatherings by their wit and skill in music and enhanced the splen-
dour of their cavalendes. ‘Handsome young musicians flocked
to the city. The price of a young slave, or & beautiful alave-girl,
reached as high as 500 or 1,000, or even 2,000 tankshs,”

Put the young prince had apparently inherited some of his
father's ambition and love of adventure. Soon after his acoossion
to the throne, he thought of embarking upon a enmpaign of congquest
and to tread in the footsteps of his father, the ‘Second Alexander’,

Borni, p, 384, B [bid.. p. 384,
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His youthful vigour goaded him to action. ‘He wanted now to
batake himself to (Jhaznin, to thrust his spear into the encmies of
Islam and to render the world as narrow as the creass of a cloak for
the Chiness of Cathay, and now he wished that, in accord with the
desires of his friends, he might destroy the riis of Hindustan,
taking by surprise the masters of elephants and sapturing a thousand
clouds with a drop of water.”! His ministers and courtiers,
however, wers opposed to thess ambitions schemes and considered -
it inadvisable for the king to loave the seat of government before
ho had folly established his control over the kingdom. But the
king would not listen to their counsel and was bent upon doing
something to earn for himself the laurels of vietory, and so he
marched out of Delhi at the head of o large army and after a short
halt at Tilpat, started on the road to Deogir (Deogarh or Daulata.
bad) in the Decoan, a eity which had attracted his father also when
he was hatohing the ambitious plan of capturing the throns of
Duolhi and was badly in need of adeguate funds for the purposs.
Tt was, therefors, probably the lure of gold as well as the love of war.
like adventure that made him turn to this ancient eity in the soath,
which, as n flourishing centre of trads and commorocs, was reputed
to contain fabulous wealth.

R&i Rimdeo, who had had to face “Ali'nddin's invasions, was
still alive, but he happened to be-away from Deogir, His N&'ib
or deputy, Right, consequently was the only important person
who gould offer any effective resistancs to the royal army, which,
however, proved too strong for him. The king entered Deogir
which he renamed Mobfrakabad # after his own name, whils REghil
retreated to the hills. He was eventually hunted out and forced
to give battle., A severe and bloody fight ensued and ended in
the defost of Réghi, who however, mansged to eseape slive and
hide himself in some inacoessible ravine where men of the royal
army, in spite of their bhest efforts, failsd to contast him, The
king now. stayed behind at Deogir and sent his favourite slave, °
Ehuseau Bhin, with a large army to Tilang (Telingana). Rudra
Dweva, oalled by Khusran and other Muslim historians Luddar
Deo, had apparently renounced his promise of allegiance to the
throne of Delhi and had become refractory. The king, therefors,
wanted to punish him and to make him pay the tribute which
Malik Kafdr, in “Ali'uddin's time, had imposed upon him. The
rajah, one of the mest powerful rulers in South India, had, according

1 Nuh Sipihr, 8, I, ¥ Sen Life and Works, p. 122, fn. 2




to Khusrau, an army conslsting of fve thonsand horsemen and
infantry more numerous than the thorns of the desert.  As Fhusean
Khiin approached the fortified city, which had a double rumpart,
the Hinda bhatts (musicians) chanted war-like dongs, while the
Brahmins prayed, but, according to Khusrau, although the Hindus
oan fight among themselves bravely encugh, they cannot withstand
the Turks, just as two cocks can fight a grim duel between them
but senrry away at the approach of o faleon . . . ‘In fact it has
bean & teadition in the world gince the oldest times, that the Hindus
should always fall & prey to the Turks." 2

The Hindn army was led by two brave and powerful warriors,
Kunda and Devra Mehta who were mot by Ghizi Kimil and Timur
from the royal army. Both the Hindu commanders were killed
along with many & siwant and rina, and the Hindu army was
driven in to the inner rampart, one of its gates being set on fire, so
that "the firo-worshippers of Budra began killing their god (fire)
on every side’, Rudrea Deva was now closely bealeged and the royal
army started making final proparations for taking the fortress by
gtorm, when the rajah, fearing the worst, sent out ‘basiths’®
{mpssemypers) with rich pressnts, requesting for peace.  The presents

incloded costly penrls, large quantities of pure gold, silk cloth ‘so”

fine that o hundred yards of it conld easily be contained in the eve,
and through which neither water and oil, nor & spear and arrow
gould pierce’, § elophants and horses. Ehusran Ehin accepted the
presemts and consented to moake peacs. There was, however, some
delay in sottling the terms, and messsngers from the besieged
fortrees visited the royal camp several timea before a final agresment
gould be arrived at. The Ehin at first domanded the ccssion of
five distriets, namad Badarkob (or Badorkot), Basidan, Kaills,
Alar (Ellora®) and Kobar respectively, together with o heavy
indamnity in cash and kind, but on curnest reprosemtations made
by the rajeh, he relented and modified his demands, accepting
* the rajah's offer of an annual tribute of twenty Iakh gold achohuas,
ono hundred elsphants, one thousand horses, ton caskets of pearls,
snd other costly presents together with the cession of Badarkob.
The agreement was signed by the rajah with the ‘seal of Luddar
Mabadeo,” and in return the Ehin conferred afresh upon him the
canopy snd other emblems of power which ‘Ali'nddin had given
him, and which he had sent baek to the royal comp a8 o token of
gurrender. -

1 Wuhk Sipikr, 8. IT. ® fbid, 8, 11,
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Taking with him the rich booty, Khusrau Khin now turned
back to Deogir to rejoin his royal master. The king, however, had
already loft that city and was on his way baok to Delhi. Hhusrau
Ehin overtook him, and the whole army procesded to Delhi in great
qplacm:lnm and pomp. Meanwhile the news of the great vietory
had already reached the capital and elaborate proparations were
made to give a becoming reception to the king. Gold eloth covered
the house-walls, which shone like the rays of the sun, while red cloth
spread on some of the other walls, made them look like peasants
elad in ‘S&hibt' cloaks. The ground wis eoversd with gold.
embroiderad velvet like a bride on the eve of her wedding, and was
sprinkled with the blood of saerificed animals. -The streets were
thronged with poople who had come to watch the triumphal pro-
cession, and as the king entered they looked at his handsome faoce
‘with & thousand desires, and prayed for his long life and prosperity.
Many a woman fell in love with the youthful king so that™ marriags
deads wers torn on every side’, and many a criminel got the royal
pardon, so that ‘records of crimes were washed olean”.t

Mubdrak Shih then turned his attention to the completion of
the moague, part of which had bean built bafore he started for the
south., A red-stone pillae was erected in the courtyard of the
mosque, *The surface of the stones’, snys Khusran,  was so brightly
polished that one could ses one's face in them. The king could
have mads the pillar of rubies, but he did not like to pamper thisves,
and if he had it inlaid with gold and silver, it would have become
another Palace of Shaddid. Many a stons is better than pearls,
for it conpeals and protects, while pearls raise up troubles™. 2 *The
king mext built a fortress of baked bricks so closely laid together
that, not only a hair, but imagination iteslf could not pass through
their crevices without being seratehed. And when the building
was ready all other vities offered their teibute of praise to it 2

The youthful monarch had now little else to do. Peace and
prosperity prevailed in the kingdom. The veteran warrior, Ghiizl
Malik Tughlag, kept the Mougols at bay in the north-west, while
the Hindue princes were submissive, and paid their quotas of tribute
regularly, The king passed most of his time in the ecompany of
muositians and poets who flocked to the court from all sides,
Among the latter, Khusrau was one of the first to gain his favour,
The poot relates how he saw o wonderful dream in which pearls
rained heavily on all sides, and how soon after he had seen that

1 Nuk Sipihr, 8. [L. ® [bid., 8. IL 1 Ihid,, 8 IL.
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dream, he was oalled to the royal presence by & special smissary.
When he was ushersd into the court, he found the king engaged in
pleasant conversation with his courtiers, discussing the relative
merits of cld and modern posts. Among the old masters, some
praised S3a'di, while others expressed their admiration for S8ani'T.
The king then remarked that it was really the patronsge of kings
that had prodused great posts like Khighni, “Unguri and Firdausi,
and continped thus: “We are not behind these kings in ambition,
for have wo not enough of wealth in our royal coffers? Never
had s king in this wide world given a roward of ten or twenty lakh
tankahs: the first who did that was he who was the Glory of the
Wocld imd the Faith, And yet, if my father bestowed hundreds
upon & slave, I give thousands, and even that does not content me.
I would gladly give hundred times more to one who asks for my
favour, nnd shall bestow an elophant’s weight of gold on him who
writes well the chronicles of my auspicions reign. This again I
have lapent from my father who used to give gold egoal in weight
to an elephant, and those who are wise, know that this is larger
than an clephant-load. Since I am the heir to his magnificent
gonerosity, it cortainly does not behove me to give less.'1

This was really an invitation to Khusran to immortalize the
king's reign, as he had done those of his three immediate prede-
oeasors, by means of a masterpiece of poetry, for who else could
perform the onerous task with such conspicuous suseoss? The
poet was over sixty years of age then, but time had not retarded
the flow of verses from his prolific pen or dimmed the flafme of
poetic ingpiration that burnt in his breast. " He undertook the
work, and prodused the wonderful mafhnaw!, Nub Sipikr, which
in several respects, as we shall seo presently, is unique in the whaols
range of Persian poetry. Whether he actually got an elophant’s
walght of gold in return for his labours, he doss not tell us.  All
that he says is that he had seldom obtainsd a reward like the one
he got from this gem-like monarch. ‘“And’, he continues, ‘the
poom composed by this old wizard of & poat is also worthy of that
gift. My previous compositions can searcaely touch this speeial
poem, for in it I have employed a new mede of description and have
poured an ocean of ideas on every page.'®

How far Khosran's elnim may be justified, we shall discuss
later. Lat us for the presnt continue the subseguent history of

¥ Nuh Sipihr, 8. L. . ® Ibid, 8. I,
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Mubirak Shih's reign till his tragio death in 720 H.1 The strangs
events of this epoch—Khusrau Ehén's treachery, his murder of his
patron, the virtual extermination of ‘Ali'wddin's family and the
dotestable nots of sacrilege committed by Ehnsrau Ehin and his
eonfederates have all been narrated by the contemporary historians,
Barni and others, and also by Khusrau in the “dskigs and the
Tughlag Ndmah, and T shall trace them brisfly here.

Khusran Khin, like Malik Kafir, had risen from the position
of & favourite slave of his royal master to become the lattar’s moest
trusted counsellor and commander. Like Malik Kafiie, again,
he was & convert and probably eame from Gujrat, and belonged to
& community, called Parwirs by Barni and Fivishts, but Bard-
wil or BarA'li by Khusrau, who deacribes them as a brave people
‘who know how to sell their own heads, as well as to sover those of
their enemies’. # They would seem to be brave and intrepid
merconaries of a desperate character, capable, ot the same time, of
the noblest acts of heroism and the meancst deeds of villaing.
Ehusran Khin seems to have possessed thess qualitics in the fullest
measure, and to be alio gifted with rare personal beauty, which
really did more than anything elss to earn for him the special favour
of Mubirak Shih. Tt would appear, indsed, that the king had
made him the chject of a parverse and unnatural love, which he
took no pains to conceal from his ministers and nobles, and liked
to have him always by his side. He had given him the title of
Bhusrau Khin and had oxalted him above all other kbins and
maliks, and would scarcely do snything without previously con.
sulting him, so that Ehusrau Ehin had accoss to the royal palace at
all hours of the day and night and wsed to be alone with the king
in his private apartments.

The young and genial monarch, in tha.mmtimu, had gradually
lost several of his former good qualities, and becams more and more
profligate in his ways, and licentiouns in his habits, In his quest

© for pleasure and amusemont, ho lost all sense of royal decorum °

and wonld often seandalize his courtiors by appearing before them
in woman's dress. Jesters and buffoons, who used to throng his

- gourt showed seant respect for the highest officials of State and used

to take all sorts of libertiss with them. One of them specinlly,
named Tanbs, was in the habit of doing the most reprehensible
things. He used to walk in stark naked smong the assembled

¥ O, Life and Werks, Appendiz, p. 247.
¥ Lifs and Works, Appondix, p. 247.
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rowd of the great khine and maliks, including men of the highest
rank: like ‘Ainul-mulk, the vetaran noble of ‘Alf'uddin’s time, to
#0il their clothes and to do other gimilar villainous things. Women
of ill-fame, used to sit on the terrace of the Hazlr Sutin and to
abuse and insult the nobles gathered below, while the king looked
on and laughed,

Al the same time, although Mubfrak Shih, scon after he
_ bécame king, had assumed the proud title of °Ehalifat-u.-Robbi'l

‘Alsmin’ (the Vicersgent of the Lord of all the worlds), a designa-
tion to which even his ambitious father had not had the courags
to lay elaim,* he bogan to flout openly the most sacred religious
injunctions and gave up all pretence of being the custodian of the
Lelamic law. He never sabd his prayers and entirely disregavded
the fast of Ramadfn. He became overtly and bitterly hostils
to Hazrat Nighmuddin Auliya, probably because the ssint had been
epatially kind to his brother, the luckless prince Ehidr Ehin, Ha
invited some rival saints, inoluding Shaikh Sadruddin of Multan,
to Delhi and showed them great favour and roversnce, not on
sooount of any excessive spiritual zeal, but chisfly with o view to
spite Hazarat Nigimuddin and to lower his position in the eyes of
the populace. On obe oceasion, when he met the saint in the
ziwiyeh (monsstery) of Shaikh Diyfuddin, he slighted him by not
returning his greeting, and is said to have exclaimed, during some
of his drunken bouts, that he would give one thousand gold tankahs
to anyone who would bring him the saint’s head. Another reason,
probably, why Mubfmk 8hih, became offended with the saint was
the latter's refusal to atbend his court. That was why once he
throatened him with dire consequences if he failed to turn up
before him on a certain date, The disciples of the saint, realizing
the earnestness of the king and the eritical turn the éstrangement
had taken, tried hard to persnads him to agree to the king's requeat,
bat the ssint was adamant, Threats and cajolory alike failed to
move him from the stand he had taken against the profligate
monarch. The woest was, therefore, feared by all, but strangoly
enough Mubiirak Shih was himsolf murdered before the appointed
date, an event to which we shall coms presently,

These, and other similar doings of the king were bound to
produce s resction. Several of the important madiks resented
the king's attitude and were rightly jealous of the inordinate
favour shown to Ehusrau Ehin. A conspiracy was, consequently,

b Ali‘uddtn only called bismself* Ehialifs ' or * Eyalifat-ul-maslimin ',
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formed and was led by Malik Asaduddin, a cousin of “Ali'uddin,
with the object of ridding the kingdem of & ruler who had mads
himself thoroughly repugnant to all his subjects, high as well as
low. The plot was, however, detested and the ring-leaders wera
punished mercilessly, The only result of the conspiracy was to
make the king more suspicions and to induce him to exterminate
all possible rivals and clsimants to the throme. Among those
who suffered death, the most pitiable were Hhide Ehdn and two
of his younger brothers, Farid Khin and Shidi Khin, who had
already been blinded by Malik Kafir and were living in exile at
Gwaliyar, while Deval Devi, Ehidr Ehin's loving and devoted wife
who had shared willingly and layally the rigours of her husband's
exile, was brought to Delhi and compelled to enter the harem of
his murderer. )

But this was not the end of all teouble for the king, A much
more serious plot was being hatched even before his eyes by that
vory favourite on whom he had lavished his unbounded affection
and confidence. Ehustau [Fhin, toking full advantage of the
privilaged position he held in the king’s palace, had gathered around
him several of his own kinsmen and a fairly large number of
Bardi'is who were sworn to obey his orders and to shed their bloed
for him. He was also in league with some of the disgrontled malilos
and khins, and was patiently waiting for an opportunity. His
ovil intentions, indeed, in spite of the fact that he had tolen groat
pains to keep them secret, had bocomo known to some of Mubirak
Bhith's loyal servants, and they, especially his aged tutor, Qidi
HEhinl had often remonsteated with him not to trust Khusrau
Ehiin too much, and to be on his geard against any possibls treachery
from him. But the unfortunate king was so infatuated with hia
favourite and so blind to his own welfare, that he paid no heed to
these woarnings. The resnlt was that Khusrauw Ehén was enabled
to complete his preparations with impunity, and when the time
was ripe, he struck swiftly and boldly.

It was a late hour in the first night of Jumdd IT in the year
T2 H. The king's counsellors and ministers had left the palace
long ago and he was alone with fhusrau Ehin. All of & sudden &
strong party of Bari'is, with drawn swords and daggers ap-
proached the palace-gate, quickly overpowered the royal guards,
and cut them down mereilessly before they had time to offer any
resistance. The king's tutor, the Qadl, who happened to be in one

1 His fall name was Qadi Diyi'uddin.  Soeo Life and Worke, p. 127, fn. 1.
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of the outer chambers, was the next vietim. By this time the .

whole palace was in commetion, and the king hearing the tumult,

- paked Khusrau Ehfn what it could mean, and the Intter craftily
allayed his fears by saying that the clamour was due to some
horses having got loose in the royal stables. When, however, the
Bari'fis had all but reached the royal apartments the king for
the first time sonsed damger, and realizing too late the treachory
of Fhisran Fhin, he threw him down and leked about for a weapon
to punish him for this act of treason. Fhusran Ehin, however,

. had taken good care not to lot any weapon lis within reach of the
king, and so he was compelled to seck safety in flight. He made
for the ladiss' apartments on the upper storey being hotly chased
by Ehiisran Ehiin, whosenught him by his long hair on the stairease
leading to these apartments, and before the king could free himsalf
his muordevers, the Bard s, who with their black visages and flashing
swords dripping with blood looked more lilke demons than human
beings, were upon him, and one of them swiftly oot off the halpless
king's head and threw it down tho terrace into the courfyard
balow, whers it fall among the panic-stricken servants, too confused
aadd soared to do anything.

Phe assassing then procecdsd to the women's quertors and
dragged away the king's five brothers from the clinging arms of
their fond and distracted mothers, whose agonizing cries and
earnest entreatics alike failed to melt their stony hearts. Wot
o gingla one of thess hapless soions of the ‘AlR" family wos spared,
snd by the time the fateful night was over all possibly claim-
aats to the throne had been done away with. In the meantime,
Elmsran Ehin's confederates,” smong whom the mest active were
the S0ff brothers,! went about the city, seeuring the allegiance
“of the important khfins and malilks by threats as well s promises
of reward and promotion, so that when the day dawned, the
ground had already been prepared for Bhusran Bhiin's unopposed
nocoasion to the throne, It would appear from what Khusran says
in the Tughley Ndmeh that it was not originally the intention of
Hhusean Bhin to soizo the royal canopy for himeelf, but that he
did 8o at the instigation of his collaborators who pointed out to him
the folly of doing things by halves. ‘If you lot someono elss
coeupy the throne’, they argued, ‘you cannot expect to be spared
aftor what you have done’ 2 And so the world saw the strange

1 Yiauf Bhin and Kemaloddin,  CF. Tughlag Ndmeh, p. 21,
* Tughlag Ndme, p. 21.
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phenomenen of a low comvert in proud possession of the palace
and harem of his erstwhils master, while great and noble maliks
bowed in submission before him or looked on helplessly in muts
horror.  Khusran Ehn now proceeded to bestow high titles and
offices on his assistants. His brother beenme HKbAn-i-Khindn,
while several low oaste Hindus, Chandals and Mevs, were honoured
with the titles of khin and malik, so that, in the words of Khusrau,
the suecessful coup d'dat “produced khins galore, like mushrooms
sprouting on a rubbish-heap after a fall of rain." !

We are not concernod here with what happened to Einsran
Hhin afterwards. Our narrative hes, indeed, alréady taken us
far bayond the theme of the Nuh Sipikr, which was written when
Mubirak Shih was alive and still at the height of his power. Tt
would he enough, therafore, to remark that Khusran Ehfin's sueokss
was only short-lived, and that ho paid with his lifo for his act of
treason, being defeated and slain by Ghayithuddin Tughlag, the
voteran ‘Warden of the marches’, who alone among the servants
of the 'Ali'l family, had the courage not to bow before the in.
evitable but to denounce tho infamous deed, in unequivoral terms,
from the very first day of its perpetration.

B. Awanysis oF THE PoEM

I shall now analyze briefly the conténts of the Nuk Sipilr.
The Nuh Sipikr, as its name indicates, is divided into nine chapters
of unequal’ length, each corresponding to one of the nine ‘skies’
of the old astronomers. KEach chapter has been written in a
different metre. Each opens with the mention of the ‘Siplhe’ to
which it corresponds, and ends with a siql nimeh and a ghazal.
As in soveral other works of Khusrau, *abyit.i-silsila’ have been
employed to serve as headings for the various topies dealt with in
the mathanawi. The introduction consists of hamd and na't, a
description of the Prophet's ascension (mi'rij), and a glowing
ensominm on the saint, MNigimuddin Auliyn, in which the poot
stresses the importanes of s spiritual guide for every novice setting
forth on the path of truth and virtue, and describes how his own
eonnection with the saint brought him not only peace and content-
mant but also worldly suceass and spiritual bliss,

The First Sipikr, which eorresponds to the top-most sky

{ &l @lls ) and which is the ninth counting from below, then

1 Tughlag Ndmeh, p. 22,
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opens with & panegyrie on Mubdrak Shih, which is followed by a
description of the event which lad to the composition of the posm.
The poct then describes the King's aocession to tho throne on the
24th of Muliaream, 716 H. and the poeition of the stars on that
ausploious occasion. He next mentions how the king marched
gut to Deogir and punished Righii, the arrogant and rebellious
minister or deputy of Bai Rémdeo. The metre of the Sipihre is
the octametrie mutsgicib (mahdhaf).

The Second Sipihr beging with & glowing description of Mubdrak
Bhih's buildings—the completion of the Quase-i-Nau (New Falace),
planned and partially construsted by his father, “Ali*uddin Ehalji,
and the ereotion of o large congregational moaque in Delhi. This
ia followed by & long and detailed account of Ehusran Fhisi's cam-
paign agninst Tilang (Telingana) and Arangal (Warangal), his
vigtories and triumphal entry info Delhi in company with the king,
who had stayed behind at Deogir.  The mosgue was now completed
and the post describea how a tall minaret of polished stone was
sracted in it. The poet then sings of the greatness of Delhi and
proclaims its superiority over all other important cities of the world,
like Baghdad, Cairo, Khorasan, Tirmidh, Tabriz, Sipahan, Bukhara
and Ehwarizm, and concludes the Sipihr with a fow vorses of
sfigi niimeh and o ghazal. This Elpuhr has been written in & very
pleasant and running metre, the octametrio mutaqirib (sdlim),
whioh iz rather rare in mathnawl, It corresponds to the slky of
the fixed stars or the signs of the Zodiae,

The Third Sipihr i8 certainly the mest interesting and the
most informative of the nine. It deals mainly with India, and
the poet has crammed into it numerous very useful pisces of in-
formation about that country's climate, its flowers, birds and
other animals, its sciences, religious belisfs and languages. The
poet has tried hard to prove India's superiority, in every reapact,
over Khorasan and other countries of the Bali, and explains his
anthusinsm for India thus:

‘Why, someone may ask me, all this zeal and admiration for
India? It is because India is the land of my birth and teaining
snd becsnse its-ruler ia & mighty king like Mubdrak Shih." It
would seom, however, that the post could not remain unaffected
by the genecal esteern in which the cities of central Asia and Perain
were held thronghout the Islamic world, for further on he remarks
rather apologetically: “What praise can there be for what has al.
ready been so highly praised! Does s houri need the sarvices of
u tire woman? FPraise can be ealled an act only when by meana
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of it yon may change the crude, jingling noise of the caravan-bell
into the refined notes of an organ’. Khusrau commences his
pridse of Indin by citing ten different arguments to prove that
India is the garden of Eden where Adam resided before his fall, such
as the fertility and froitfolness of its scil, the temperate natore
of its climnte, and the presence of the pracock and the snake in it.
Most of these arguments, would, of course, appear puerils to a
sophisticated, modern reader, but at the same time their naive
ingenuity was very well calonlated to appeal to his contemporaries,
and the poet's style in putting them forth is picturesque, if not
eonvineing. He then procesds to sstablish Indin's superiority over
all other countries in knowledge and learning. ‘I know', he saya,
‘that. in this land lis concealad wisdom and learned ideas beyond
compute. Greece has been famous for philesophy, but India is
not devoid of that seience. If we look earefully, we shall find all
branches of philosophie knowledge here, such as logio, dogmatio
theology, and astrology, “Figh" (jurisprudence) is, indood, tho
only science of which the Hindus are ignorant. Physics, mathe-
maties, sstronomy, divination of the past and the fotare, sre known
to them. In divinity or metaphysics, the Hindus are, no doubt,
gonfused, but then so are all the peoples (except the Mupslims).
Yeot, evon though they do not believe in our religion, many of their
beliefs rospmble ours. They believe, for instance, in the unity
and eternity of God, his power to ereats from nothingness, and so
on. They sre thus really better than those who are atheists or
dunlists, or those who believe in Father and Son, or the anthropo-
morphists, the Sabisns (star.worshippers), the materialists and the
“ munshabhbih " (likeners). Thevy do worship stones, beasts, troes,
and the sun, but they recognize that all these have been croated by
God, and adore them simply because their ancestors did so.’ He
then mentions ten points which prove the superiority of thy
Indinns:

(1) ]{.nowladge and learning are common and widespread
among them, :

(2) They can speak all thﬂ languages of the world clearly
and oorrectly.

{8) Becholars from all parts of the world bave come, from
time to time, to' study in India, but no Indisn scholar
has found it necessary to go abroad in queat of know-
ledge. Abu Ma‘shar, the famous astronomer of the
Oth century AD., for instanee, came to India and
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learnt astronomy from Hindu Scholars at Benares,
where he stayed for ten years.

{4) The numerical system, especinlly the symbol zero,
originated in India. As o matter of fact the word
‘hindasa' is & contracted form of *hind’ (Indis) and
‘83a’, & famous Indian mathematician,

{5) The wonderful book of wisdom, Kaltla wa Dimna, was
composed in India, and acquired fame all over the
waorld, haﬁngbuntrwlnhdinmfmsim Turki, Thzi
{Arabic) and Dasi.

(8) The game of chess, similarly, was invented in Tndis.
The elabgrate and intrieate technique of this game
hias soldom besn mastered by any ons, and it holds
aunigue position ameng pastimes of a kindred nature,

(7} Chess and Kallla Dimna, both being of Indian origin,
have given this country s distinetive place among
all lands and have beoome popular throughout the
world.

{8) Indinn musle, which is like a fire that fires the heart
and the.soul, is of o higher order than the music of
any other eountry. No foreigner, even if ho staysd
in India for & number of years has been able to grasp
its principles thoroughly or even to render & single
melody correctly.

{8) This music has & peculisr charm not only for human
beings, but for animals also, Deer have been hyp-
notized and caught by means of mosic alone.

{10 Lastly, in no other land & there a wizard like Khusrau,
albait o lowly and humble panegryrist of the groeat
monarch.

*  Khusran then procecds to make sorme very interssting observa-
tions about the languages with which he was familiar, He olaims
that he knew several of them, among which Arabic has & unique
pesition on account of its being the langnage of the Holy Quran,
Tt is, however, & difficult language, and in spite of the fact that it
has & systematized grommar, very fow peopls have been able to
aoquire thorough proficiency in it, Turkish aleo hes a regular
grammar complled chisfly for the bensfit of officials, as Turkish
is the court language in many lands and they are expected to know
it. No cne, however, has studied Turkish for the purpose of
aequiring knowledge. In the Persian language there has not yet

W,
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been evolved any grammatical system, and he himsslf would have
liked to supply this need, but as every one knows Persian well, it
would be a'thankless job on his part to write the rules of grammar.
Three languages, he remarks further o, are very important, e, (1)
Arnbis, chiefly on account of its religious charagter, (2) Persian of
Parsia, eloguent and sweet with the flavour of Bhiraz and (3) Turkish-
Pursian, namely Qnigly, Oighfir, Trt! and Ghues, which originated
in Qipehak and Yamalk, and spread in other lands, After another
fow remarks about the spread and fosion of languages, he turns to
India, where, he says, the common langunge in former times was
Hindui, but as the Ghiicls and the Turks eame to India, Persian,
which was their langnage, was also learnt by all and sundry. In
these days, he says, every provines in India has s peeulinr dialect
of its own. Thers is, for instance, Sindhi, Lahor], Kashmiri, Kubri,
Dhur-S8amundri, Tilang, Gujaci, Ma‘bari, Gouri, Bengali and
Oundhi.  But in Delhi and all around it, the earvent language is the
same Hindui which has existed in India from olden days and has
been used for all forms of speech. Then thers is another language,
used exelusively by the Brahmins and unknown to the multitude,
narned Sanskrit. The Brahming only know it, and it is nob every
Brahmin who has mastery over it, as this language has o difficult
grommatical system. They have four spared books written in that
language. Thess are called “bids® and contain stories of their gods,
‘although like the bid (eane) they bear no froit’. All other stories
and romances, literary books, lotters, ete., that require elegance of
digtion and display of talent, are similary writben in Sanskeit by
the Brohmins and other cultured scholars, This languags, he
concludes, is purs like a lustrouns pearl, and although inferior to
Arubin, it is eertainly superior to Porsinn (Do),

Some curious accounts of Indian animals and their almost
human sagacity follow this. There are in this land, he says, birds
that ean talk like human beings, the parrot and the magpie (shirak)
for instance; other birds whose cries betoken future ovents, the
erow for example, about whose speach seversl volumes have heen
written, the pencoeck, that wonderful bird which does not paic in
the ordinary manner, a fluid from the eye of the male, swallowsd
by the famale, being sufficient for fertilization; and other bivds
who have been trained to perform wondrous trioks, like the crane -
(bagla). Then there are horses that trot to musis, goats performing
strange balancing feats, the extremely manlike monkey who can
distingnish between one coin and ancther (dim wa diram), and
the elephant that resembles man in several respects. He thon



xxxii

goea on o remark : ‘T had myself learnt the lore of birds and
beasts o well that I could understand their speech, and T had
experisnced how the gods tell us things abeut men through them,
Indesd, I snw such mystorious esourrences that if T tried to explain
them, I would fill two large volumes. But as such studies are
taboo for the faithful, T closed my ears to those evil murmrings,

Ho then gives some instances of magic and sorcery 85 practised
in Indis, and describes how the Indinns can revive a person who
has died of snake poison, how they can make o dead person speak,
how they ean put a living person's soul into a desd body and give
it new lifs, how they can kill & man by an ‘imsginary dart’, and
how by peactising slow breathing the Indian yogis can live to the long
age of a hundred or even two hundred years and more, “All this',
he eoncludes, *is sorcery and (as such) unreal, but thers is one thing
of which you eannot deny the reality—the dying of Hindus, out of
devotion, either by fre or by sword—a woman dying willingly for
her hushand and a man for an idol or & rich person. This is no
doubt forbidden by the Frophet's law, but behold how noble it is !
If our religion permitted this, many of us would die eagarly enough
in that manner . . ." " The Sipthr conclodes with a vivid account
of-the defeat and eapture of Harpil Deo and the triumphal return
of the royal armies from Aringal. A ghazal brings the Sipibr
which i dedicated to the planet Suturn to an end.

The Fourth Sipihr, written in hexamstrio ramal (mahdhiif),
is comseorated to the plunet Jupiter, It opens with o vory pic-
turesque description of & eertain morning, when Fortune (Iqhil)
visited the poet and exhorted him to write pieces of advice for his
friends. The Bipihr is thus full of words of wisdom addressed, with
characteriatic frankness, to the king, the heir-apparent, the nobles,
the soldiers and the-general public. The post outlines the duties
of men in different strate of sosisty, and the Sipibr is interesting
for the light it throws on the ideals of state-craft and the principles
of morality s they were understood in the poot's time, A afigi
nlimeh snd ghaeal follow.

The Fifth Sipihr in dedicated to Bahrim, ‘the Hunter of the
Sky" and is written in the hexsmotric kbofif (makbbin and mab.
dhaf). Tt begins with s glowing encomium on Indisn winter, its
- mildness and smenities as contrasted with the sevority and rigours
of winter in Khorasan which, ha saye, is like a cold hell during this
seuson.  He then proceeds to give a fairly lengthy description of
a hunting teip by the king and the various animuls, beasts and
birds, which fell to his bow and arrow ar ware hunted by his frained
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" hawks, faloons and dogs. The wide range of animals mentionsd
. with all their peculiarities snd characteristics in a styls which

combines realism with pootic fantasy, would show that the poet
himsalf must have besn a devotes of the cha¥e. A fairly long
portion of the Sipihr is then deveted to a dialogue between the royal
bow and arrow. The dialogne beginning with mutusl compli-
memta ends in hot and vituperative words, when the chiof armour-
bearer of the king intervenss and brings about peace and recon-
cilistion. This portion of tho Sipihr is no doubt rather dull, but
it contains valuable information about the varions kinds of arrows-
and bowe then in nse, as well as the different torms wsed in conneg-
tion with the art of archery in the poet’s age. Thus among the
arrows he mentions the following:— ‘

Sy T el e e g f ety fdlen,ote,
whila the hows are described as: Soal (2l ‘L'#'.ﬂ e glbi | eta, .

The Sipihr eonds in & sigl nimeh followed by & ghazal,

In the Sixth Sipihr which is sacred to the sun, the post employs
the hexametrio hazaj (magsiir or mahdbaf) and describes in a very
artistic style the birth of Prinoe Mohammad, the son of Mubdrak
Bhih, the happy position of the stars st that auspicious moment,
and the presentation of ‘nazars’ by the nobles on the cocasion.
Ho then proceeds to cutline in minute detail the great bemsfits,
spiritual and temporal, which will fall to the lot of the prince as
he procceds, step by step, to leam to decipher and to write the
letters of the alphabet. He then prophesies great and nobls
achievements by the angust baby in the realm &f victory and con-
quest. The Bipihr ends with' a rather long s8qf nameh and a
M— W

The Seventh Sipihr composed in the hexamotric ramal (magsir)
is aseribed to Venus, and the post, aptly enough, givea in it & very
vivid and colourful aceount of the splendours of the spring seabon
and the new year's day, the festivitiss on the birth of Prines
Mohammad, the gorgeous prohes and pavilions erocted all over the
vity, the beautiful Persian and Indisn dancing girls, the ‘Jashn'
attended by all the nobles of the realm, and wine and musioal

‘partios. These descriptions are very intoresting and supply us

with ¥aluable information about the manner in which fostive
oooasions were celebrated in the poet's days, Some of his pen.
piotures are reminiscent of sertain passages in an earlisr posm, the
Qirin-al-8a'dain, and are curions specimens of postic imagery
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employed to give ordinary objects a romantic charm. It is, con-
saquently not an easy thing to get any definite and conorete idea of
some of the objects he has deseribed.” Such are for instance, the
musical instrumerfts, several of which have been mentioned, o,
the niy, the chang, the “Gd, the rabib and the daff. Bub after &
careful study, one should be in & position to divest the descriptions
of the poetio conoeits whish have been woven around those ohjects
and to diseover their reslities, The Sipibr abounds in beawtiful
similes and metaphors and some of the passages are of exceptional
artistio beauty., The Indian dancing girls especially, their fore-
heads decorated with sandal and jewels, the partings of their hair
filled with pearls, dismond pendants (biliqs) in their noses, clad
in fize deoglr], prosont & very charming picture.

In the Bighth Sigihr the metre employed is hezametrio hazad
(akhrab, maqhiid and mabdhif), and the Sipihr is dedicated to
the planct Morcury. The Sipihr opens with a desoription of the

autumn senson when the sky is overcast with clouds, but there i -

neither wind nor rain. The king goes out to play the game of
‘chaungan’ (polo) with his courtiers and gives a wonderful display
of his gkill in that game, being conversant with all its different
forms. This introdugtion is followed by a falrly lengthy and tire-
soma dislogue between the ball and the stick (giy-c-chaugfn),
the ball posing as & lover of the stick, and the stick, beloved-like,
expressing st first doubte and mirgivings about the former’s sin-
carity and devotion, but being ultimately convinced of ita selfiees
and noble love. As the dialogne proceeds, we cam easily discern
the real objest of the poet, for he unfurls before us, step by step,
the doctrines and principles of mystic love, and propounds the
theory of selfless love being the nearest approach not coly to
human perfection but also to man's oneness with God, the source
and font of all love. The Bipihr, like all others, condludes in &
#dql nimeh and a ghazal.

The Ninth Sipilr which is also the Inst, is in the hexamotric
ramal (makbbin and mabdhif). It is dedicated to the moon,
which, the post says, is so close to the earth that he conld rise up
to it and remove its rust #ith the burnisher of his poestry.  He then
picturesquely describes o visit paid him by the *Beribe of the'Sky”,
Ewmry,whundm.ﬁndthapmt’askﬂlaudmhmwhdgadhia
superiority ‘to himself. The poet then goss on to speak of the
exsollonce and nobility of the art of poetry generally and boasts
of the high position and eminence attained in that art by the poets
of Indin in his time, OFf himself he axys:

Wy '
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‘The proof (of the excellence of my poetry) is this that only
pootry which is really sttractive can capture the imagination of
the world like the sun and the moon, for (ss it is so good) the
common people and the elite are all rapt up in its enjoyment. One
copios & ghazal, another momorizes it, and a third comforts himself
by it in his sorrow . . . . . In the presont age among the poets
of Persia only two have soquired fame, 8a ‘db and Humam, both of
whom are admittedly perfect adepts in tho art of ghazal. Bub if
you turn to other branches of poetry, yvou will find that their
qgustdas are what they are, and I need hardly spoak of other forms.
My own poetry, however, is not bad. If there were afiy other
nightingale in those sountries, the world would have heard of it.
But as there is none, their roses do not send out any fragrance.
When we have thus disposed of the poots of Persia, let us celobrate
the glory of Delhi and this “fowing magie''.

The poet concludes with exouses o the king for the ‘numerous
thorns that have erépt in among the roses’, and thanks God for
having spared him.to complote the poem. He then gives in the
form of a riddls, the dato of the composition of the poem and the
total nuraber of couplets in it. A ghazal conoludes the Sipibr and
the Mathnawi,

C. GENERAL FEATURES -

Like almost all other postical compositions of Khusran's the
Nuk Sipihr hos been written in & simple but singularly graceful
style. There are very few passagos which require any great mental
effort to comprohend their sense, and the poet has seldom, if 6ver,
made uss of strangs and unfamilisr words, chsoure allusions, dom.

‘plicated similes or far-fotohed metaphors in which some of the

other grent Persian posts have so dften indulged.. There ars, how-
over, quite o large number of verses containing subtle quips and
puns, Ehusrau being apparently, very fond of punning upon the
double sense of cortain weords. In several cises, indeed, ho has
employed very skilfully the artifios known s ‘jinfs-i-thmm ",
while other forms of this artifics, jinds, are of sommon oocurrence,
It is in these verses that the average reader may otcasionally meot
with difficulties. This applies specially to certain portions of the
poom, the third Sipihr for instancs, where Khusrau has throughout
tried to observe the artifice known ns ‘i'ndt’ or luzdim-i-mé 1§
valzam, and has sonsequently selected words capable of being
interproted in two different ways to serve as thymes (gafiya) for
his verse. Fortunstaly encugh, however, such verses, large as
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their pumber is, form only & small—very small indeed—portion
of the whole poem, and the general sense of any partioular passage
is rarely obsoured by their presence. The artifice, like other
gimilar artifices which we come across oteasionally, has, moreover,
beon used with great skill. There is no sign of affectation, and the
umoothanﬂannﬂywnfth&pmlahudiqumumd,mtha
spontanity snd natusalness of the narrative spoilt.

.Thiuuimpﬂuﬂ-ymﬂmtmnlnmnfatyl&,wﬁuhinthaumnf
a loas gifted poet, might have resulted. in stoleness and insipidity,
huglmnpwuﬂunhhmtuth&poamnudhmmblﬁdtheamhur
to narrate historicel events in sa straight and. motter-of-fact a
atjhummhhhnnmﬁthpoaﬁuwmdmm
beauty, and it is precissly this feature which, whils stamping the
Nuh Sipifr as & unique poetical work, makes it of immense value
ss an historical record of contemporary events. Mubfrak Shih's
roign was a very short ons and the poet had really very scanty
material to build up & glorious epio around it, but the few political
evonts on which the poet could lay his hands, and on the score
of which he oould lavish praise upon thet hepless monarch, hive
been manipulated with grest skill and the poet has supplied, with
mtnmandﬂdohty,mminmdatﬂhwﬂchwmu]dnbt
fraoe in other works of history. He was not present personally
in all the campaigns that the king and his favourite Khusrau Ehin
undertook in the extreme south, but he got all the partioulars
which he has narrated from those who participated in these cam-
paigns and who, therofore, had first-hand kmowledge of -all that
“took place. This is evident from several reforences which he has

made while relating the story of the great Ehin's successes. Thus

he saya af one place:

L!pl-'_; c_:i ﬁl-« r.ﬁﬂ;{&

Oy sl Bzl j

and elaswhers:
ks & O L Dls u:_,i_'if

# &11 Ol a5
It may oconsoquently be safely nssumed that the Nuh Sipibr is
the most authentio history of Mubiirak Shih's reign, at least of

the earlier part of his reign, for the ‘poet, naturally, has not doalt
in it with the events which oulminated in the murder of the king
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and the virtual extinetion of the ‘AJS’f family. This deficiency,
however, has been -fully supplied by him in two other poems, the
*Ashiga, ports of which were written after the death of Mubirak
Shah, and the Tughlag Nameh which celebrates the achisvements
of his succoasor, Ghayathuddin Tughlaq, the founder of the Tughlag
dynasty.

Originality in style and thought was almost a passion with
Khusrau, and in no other work of his s this characteristic more
prominent. In the first place the whole plan of the poom is criginal,
ns the poet has split it up into nine mors or less independent parts,
each dedicated to a particulsr Bipihr (sphere or sky) out of the
gonventionil nine, and each dealing with a different topio. The
socond, and a much more revolutionary innovation is the use of a
different matre for each Sipihr, some of the nine metres, o.g. those
nsed in the second and third Sipihrs, having been seldom, if ever
used by any Porsian poet in a maghnawi befors Ehusran’s time.
That this has resulted in the several parts of the poem looking disoon-
nooted, one would readily concede, but at the ssme time it is
abundantly clear that Khusran's plan hes served to relieve the
tedium and humdrum monotony that is inseparable from a long
mathnaw! poorn, and on account of which some of the best poems
in Persinn poetry always fail to eapture and maintain the interest
of the reader. And that is not all. A carefal study of the poem
would also reveal that the metrs chosen for each Sipihr has a definite
eonnection with the subject of that Sipihr and is peculiarly well-
suited for rendering it effectively. Thus in no other metre could
the war-like exploits of the king and his favourite bo better expreassd
than in the mutaqlrib (mahdhif in the first Biphir and silim in the
seoond) as this metrs has a peculiar lilt, a dash and a vigour, which
gweep the reador onwaed. He can almost see the battls chargers
gallop in their swift career over hill and dale, through tortuous
mountain paths and over swollen rivers and torrents in spate.
Ho can hear the clatter of the hosse’s hoofs, the twang of the
famous Turkish bows and the clanging impaoct of steel against stel.
But when the poot turns to more serious subjects, knowledge and
learning, as in the third Bipihr, the metre becomes sober and sadate,
and has a characteristic ring of sclemnity in ib. Or again, while
he depiota & jovous occasion, the fostivities, for instance, which
colobrated the birth of Prince Mohammad (seventh Sipiher), the metre
is again musical, smooth and flowing. By a turn of his magic
wand we are drafted away from the serions and learned disoussions
about Indian philesophy, and there riss before our eyes the gorgeous
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pavilions with their rich decorstions and beautiful coempants,
Indian and Persian dancers, who charm and captivate all beholders.
And it iz not only the cheies of metre, but also the choice of
words that helps the poet to produce this kaleidescopic effect.
Khusran, & consummade artist in more than ono sense, has devated
the utmost care to the selection of his words and phrases. With
the help of o fow choice and appropriste words in & couplet he can
paint » whole picture before us. Nay, he can even make us hear
the melodions notes of the cheng or the rabSb and the rumbling
gound of & drom.  Consider, for instanoce, the following: lines :

A ey 3 Seelig o o N ol sdeley j3 Ccem
{describing the dancers in Sipibr VII)
Oles sdading R dediez
or, according to o different worsion:
Olas shedy Jas &4

(describing the sound of & drum)

1 hawe eaid abaove that Ehuaran seldom employs intricate meta-
phors snd far-fobchod similes, but this should not be taken to
mean that he does not make use of smch artifices at all. Simile
and metaphor are the soul of postry, partioularly so in the case of
criental postry, and no poet, however great he might be, e afford
to disdsin these powerful aids to a graceful and pisturesque stylo.
But hero again Khosran breaks away from the trodden path. He
has not blindly copied the older masters, but his similes and
mahphmmdmlighﬁuu:&mhmdmiginﬂ. They are, moreover,
often dolicate and subtle, showing an extraordinarily keen per-
ooption and a true arfistio sense, and yet there is no abdtrusensss
urmmphﬁﬁf_nhmthm The readsr will some aoross scores
of beautiful similes in the pages of the Nub Sipikr, but I venture
to give s fow instances bolow., Tt would, T am sure, be difficult,
if not impossible, to matoh them from the works of the greatest
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The classical conception of a great poet in the East has been
radically different from that in the West, According to the principle
universally accopted in eastern countries pootry is not only an ach
but also o sclsmce—that its object is not only to amuse and divert
but also to educate and instroet, and eo grest orisntal posts had to
be thoroughly well-versed in the various scionoss, or ab loast to
have o passable knowledge of them. Thus even some of the
abotruse sciences, like philosophy, mathematics and astronomy,
waro considered to bo essential parts of the intellectusl outfit of a -
poot who papired to greatness. Poatry, however, could never be
subseevient to scholarship, and it is only in very rare oases that
we find true postic genius combined “with erudite learning. The
result has boen that, although ambitions Persian poets, ever since
the days of Anwarl and Fhiqini have tried to impart dignity and
geandsur to their verse by a show of learning, very fow of them
have really succeeded in preserving that spontansity and freshness
which alons can make a poem attractive. In some cases, indeed,
the result has been disastrous, There are poems which read
more like versified learned discourses, frequently so abstruse as to
be like riddles to a person of average intellect, and which thereby
have no desthetice or artistic value at all.

Khusrsn was.no exception to the general rule, He had, as he
confesses himsolf, made s very careful study of the works of the
earlier masters and had tried to emulats them. He could not,
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therefore, remain unaffected by the old traditions of Persian postry,
which, for one thing, wers not so old in his time and still held
unabated sway over the popalar mind.  He knew several languages
and was well versed in many sciences. It was, therefore, only
natural that he should oconsicnally be tempted to indulge in a
display of learning, But like a trus poet he was fully conseions of
the fact that although knowledge and learning could enrich and
exalt postry, they could not govern it—that poetry should not be
looked upon as & mere mediom for the expression of scholarly
thoughts, o simple hand-maiden attending upon the goddess of
learning, He roalized that o poet's main concern ought to be to
make his compositions as artistic and full of assthetic benuty as
possible, that he should never sacrifice spontansity and freshness
ot the altar of pedantry, and that a poot is reslly great to the extent
to which ho suscssds in keoping his scholarship in the background,
#0 that while making a judicious use of it he never lats it over-
shadow the artistic beauty of his compositions. )

The reader will find several passages in the Nub Sipibr whers
Ehusran has dealt with philosophic subjects, others in which he
haa 'displayed his knowledge of astronomy and astrology, and still
others which tweat of different arts like musio, the game of polo
(chaugin} or archery and hunting, and he will be struck by the
remarkably easy flow and naturalness that distinguish these
passagos. There seams to be no affectation, no traces of undne
hhau:mgnrmhnd‘mhmufrodmﬂmtwm:danrmpmhnrhm
_ The verse follows its smooth and natural conrse, nnhampered and
unobstraeted. Words appear to come to the poet's pen as if by
magio and they enable him to render the mors serious ideas in as
facils & mammer ns the frivolous ones. The following extrasts,
taken st random from the differont chapters of the poom will
serve to illostrate my point —
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To these examples the readors should eertainly be able to add
many more from the pages of the Nub Sipikr, which is sure to provide
them with endless assthetic pleasuro. Tt is unnecessary to prolong
these introductory remarks any farther, as I think enough has
been said to indicate the saliemt fentures and the chief merits of
this valuable work. The text of the mathnawi is now before the
renders. Let them turn to it and judge for themaelves.
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