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PREFACE

1. This edition of the (azettesr of the Amritsar District

has been m great part re-written from collations of fresh

.. material, Extensive use was made of non official sources of

| information and of technical departments, so that a considerable

measure of authority should attach to-the new material. [ wish

" to ncknowledge with gratitude the generous assistance received
from almost all sources to which I applied.

-

2. In this edition paragraphs have Dbeen numbered for
A facility of reference.

3. The Fifth Amritsar Settlement was completed during

~ the 193945 War and it was decided (FU's letter No, 15745
J dated 17th November 1942) that the Gazetteer should not be
% revised and published until after the War. The manusoript of
= this volume was therefore withheld from the press. Uence the
~ delay in its appearance. Changes which have taken place while
S the manuscript was lying unprinted have mo! been mcorporated
as I considered that the Gazetteer shauld represent the situation

existing at the time of Settlement operations.

Huly 1947. (A, MACFARQUHAR).
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CHAPTER I Descriptive
SECTION A—Paysicar AspecTs.

1, Amritsar means ‘“the taok of nectar or immortality’ and
the district derives its name from the sacred tank in its capital
city on which the Golden Temple of theSikhs is built.
This was originally a small natnral pool of water,
and is said to have been a favourite resort of Baba
Nanak, the first Guru or apostle of the Sikhs. The site was
permanently occupied by the fourth Gurw, Ram Das, who in
1577 obtained land in the neighbourhood. The pool soen
acquired a reputation for sanctity, and the following of the Guru
migrating to the sacred spot, a small town grew up known at
first as Ramdaspur or Guru-ka-chak, and later, as the pool
improved and formed into a tank, as Amrilsar.

Derivation of
name.

2. The district of Amritsar is in the Lahore division of the
Punjab and lies between north latitudes 31%-10" and 32°-3' and
east longitudes 74°-30" and 75%24" with an ares of
s & 13560 square miles. It is an oblong in shape with its
fguration.  longest lines runming north-west to south-east. It
forms part of the tract known as the Bari Doab,
the country lying between the rivers Ravi and Beas. It is
bounded on the north-east by Gurdaspur district, on the
south-east by Kapurthala State, on the south—west by Lahore
district and on the north-west by Sheikhupura and Sialkot
districts. The river Beas which separates it from Kapurthala
joins the SButlej near the point where the three districts of
Lahore, Ferozepore and Amritsar and the Kapurthala State
meet. The Ravi river runs between the Amritsar district and
Sialkot and Sheikhupura distriots.

It is divided into three tahsils or fiscal sub-divisions, named
Amritsar (503 square miles), Tarn Taran (595) and Ajnala
(418), the las-named occupying all that portion which fronts
the river Ravi and the two former abutting on river Beas. The

tahsil areas given in this sub paragraph exclude 44 square miles
i Urban and Suburban circles,
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No portion of any Indian State is included within the
limits of the district.

3. To the eye the district presents the appearance of a
continuous level plain, unbroken by hill or valley, dotted with
clusters of mud-roofed houses, and sparsely wooded,
Scenery. except near villages and irrigation wells, and along
the main roads and canals. The prevailing soil
is a light reddish-yellow loam, known to the people as maira,
but this stiffens into 7ohki,.or clay, where the surface drainage
collects on its way down the doab from the hills, and occasion-
ally degenerates into strips of sandy, slightly uneven soil, locally
known as fibba, bare of trees and apt to be blewn into
hummocks by the wind. There are no hills within its limits,
and nothing of the nature of rock or stone is to be met, The
formation is distinctly alluvial. Though apparently of a
uniform level, the country falla away to the west from the
high right bank of the Beas to the left bank of the Ravi and
there is also a gentle slope, of perhaps two feet in the mily,
down the doab, which slightly broadens out as the two rivers
diverge after issuing from the hills above Gurdaspur. The
district is devoid of impressive natural features, unless we
except the dhaya, as the cliffs forming the high bank of the
Beas are called, the sandy ridge running down the doab, the
acarcely perceptible drainage lines which carry off the surface
_water, and the perennial stream known in Ajnala as the Sakki,
to be presently mentioned.

The Beasriver rises north of the Kulu valley, and passing
through the Kangra district, and between Gurdaspur and
Hoshiarpur, enters the sandy valley which divides
the Amritsar district from the Kapurthala State.
Here its bank on the right or Amritsar side is an
abrupt cliff, varying in height from twenty to a hundred feet,
the upper stratum of which is hard clay mixed with kankar,
and the lower usually, though not always, fine river sand, At
the foot of this cliff, between it and the cold weather bed of
the river, liesa strip of alluvial land, which at some points
js as much as two miles broad, At other points the cold

Rivers : [a)
The Beas.
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weather stream flows close under the cliffs and in the southern
part of the district its recent set towards Amritsar has caused
loss of cultivation and of residential sites. At some places there
are embayments caused by the river cutting into the high cliff
where alluvial depopit of soil has taken place. The left bank,
~on the other hand, is uniformly low and on the Kapurthala
side there is a stretch of moist alluvial land running back for
several miles into the interior, which is fertile, well wooded
and liable to inundation. There is a tradition that about a
century ago, the river ran under the village of Mira in Kapur-
thala territory, seven miles distant from its present course,
and the depression is stil] clearly traceable andis now part of
the West Bein, In this district what cultivation there is in
the valley is carried on between the foot of the cliff and the
normal cold weather stream, or in the embayments caused by
the erosion of the cliff. Back from the river the influence of the
cliffs persists for considerable dis tances in some places for gullies
make cultivation impossible and even spoil the fertility of the
hinterland by accelerating the run-off of rain water before it has
time to benefit the soil. ‘Lhe river uself carries an lwmense
body of water in the rainy season, and in flood may be nearly
a mile in width and from thirty to thirty-five feet in depth. But
the flovds, swollen by the melting snows on the hulls, quickly
subside and have passed their crest by the beginniug of August,
after which the higher poruons of the inundated land are sown
with coarse rice, cereals, pulses, and cane. In the cold weather,
the river rarcly sinks so low as to be fordable but is seldom over
a hundred yards wide. 'Lhe North-Western Railway crosses it
by a bridge close to the station known as Beas, Here for read
traffic a bridge of boats used to be maintained, but tnis has been
discontinued as a bridge now carries the Grand lrunk Road
across the river,
The Ravi is a river of a different chracter. The high bank
of the Beas affords a measure of security to cultivation in some
part of almost every riverain estate uniformly low.
(b) The Ravi. 1'he rudiments of a akaya or high bank appear on
the left bank of the Sakki in its last ten miles but

thisis a long way from the present river and does nothing
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to mitigate the defencelessness of villages between the two
streams. On the Sheikhupura side of the Ravi there is a river-
training work protecting the Shahdara Distributary from
severance by river creeks and the left bank of this distributary

which is subject to river spill has been constructed as & flood
embankment. Villages on the Amritsar side of the river have no
such protection and the sixty estates officially recognised as
liable to river action do not exhaust the limit of liability to
trouble if there is a really high flood in the river. In August
1936 there was a flood which local opinion though the worst in
twenty-five years. More than a hundred villages suffered and
gratuitous relief as well as loans for seed had to be given, The
surprising feature of this flood was the damage done to villages
on the banks of the Sakki which would normally be immune.
Even in Ajnala itself which is ordinarily secure some houses
had to be evacuated, Fortunately such heavy floods are rare
but the broad shallow valley of the Ravi offersno barrier to
rising water and it is not surprising that the residential sites
are generally humble and impermanent, the cattle weak and the
people improvident, and that barter is the ordinary system of
business. But within limits recovery is quick and unless the
river is unusually harsh the spring crop following a flood should
be very good. There are many creeks and backwaters but it
is not slways the same channels which carry water. Year
after year a creek may regularly flow in the summer and then
for many years remain dry owing to a change in the rivers’
course. L'he Ravi carries rather more fertibsing silt than the
Beas (which from the comparative clearness of its water is
sometimes-called nili or blue) and where this silt is thrown up,
heavy crops of wheat can be raised. But cultivation in the
river bed is always precarious. In the cold weather, the Ravi
dwindles to a small stream owing to the Upper Bari Doab Canal
drawing off most of the water at Madhopur, and the river is
fordable opposite almost every village. Indeed much of the
cold weather stream comes from springs in the bed of the river
and very little of what leaves the hills finds its way down to
the lower reaches. A bridge of the boats used to be maintained
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at Kakar, three miles from the Lahore Border, to serve the
traffic on the road vetween Amritsar and Gujranwala, but it Was

given up many years ago. Theré aré no bridges wacroes the
river in this district.

The only other perennial stream found in the district is the
Sakki Nala. The Sakki begine as the Kiran Nala in the
Gurdaspur district where some irrigation is done by

() The sakki & District Board inundation canal takem outof it.
This canal tails into Ajnala tahsil in Ramdas where

it irrigates some two hundred and fifty acres. In this district
the Nala has the appearance of & narrow river whose left bank
generally higher than this right bank. Winter discharges are
low but the considerable summer stream is augmented by
unwanted canal water sent down the Aliwal Escape from the
Main Branch Upper of the Upper Bari Doab Canal. On at
least one recent occasion the volume of this water is alleged to
have caused damage to crops.  But the loss of the Salkki water
would be even more serious and some concern has been
expressed over rumours that a new head for the Kiran canal will
be cut below the Escape and so transfer to the canal much of
the water which now feeds hundreds of acres of sailab and abi
land in the Ajnala tahsil. Thereis no present truth in these
rumours but if ever a considerabie volume of Sakki water is
diverted 1in this way or by drainage of the Gurduspur chhambs
it would be necessary to reconsider the assessment of the
Hithear circle and of estates in the Uther circle on the banks
of the Nala. The proprietary title in the land under the Nala
rests with the riparian owners but they have no claim beyond
wser in the water for as early as 1906 the Sakki stream was
notified undeér section 4 of the Panjab Minor Canals Act and
it had already been notified asa drainage under section §5% of
Notthern India Canal and Drainage Act in 1875. The stream
ende its independent existence where it joins the Rawvi at
Kakkar. The sinuous course of the Sakki Nala has ‘not only
done much to isolate the Sailab and Hithar cireles from the pest
of the tahsil and from acoess to markets but has also steod in
the way of extension of regular eanal irrigation to this tract,



. B
.+ AMRITSAR DISURICT.] [Section A

Its own potentialities as an irrigation channel have not been
overlooked and .ever since 18go when Mr. Nicholl Secretary
of the District Board put forward his project for irrigation by
canals fed from this channel the scheme in one form or an-
other has attracted the interest of many district officers. Any
hope of finding provincial funds for it was killed in 1934 when
the Irrigation Branch advised that in view of the extremely
small discharges carried by the Nala in the cold weather a canal
from it was not likely to be a success and that it was question-
able whether the blocking of this natural drainage by weirs to
secure irrigation would be in the public interest. The district
board was given a free hand to proceed at its own risk but
was not encouraged to do so in view of this advice. Pumps
worked by hydro-electric power may eventually supplement
the open wells ( jhallars ) which farmers have already constructed
~on the banks of the stream. It is sluggish and erosion of
the banks is almost unknown. Damage is done by floods,

.however, to the spring erops sown on the shelving land sloping
down to the edge of the banks, and by spills into depressions
leading from the Sakki towards the Ravi. As its floods deposit
no silt, it i not always a welcome neighbour ; and besides the
damage occasionally caused by it, it is a great interruption to
communi-cations. [t is bridged where the arterial road to Sialkot
crosses it just north of Ajnala village, and on an unmetalled
road at Nepal, and further bridges are building or contemplated
at Abu Said, Karalian and Mohleke.

5. In Amritsar tahsil east of Kasur Branch drainage causes

‘0o concern.  The Patti Rohi of often evades the eye inits sandy
{a) Natural drain- COUrse southwards and does no appreciable damage.
oaine aoiadal A parallel depression nearer the rtiver has in the
fahst, past been known by the same name butis now
degraded in official maps to the minor dignity of a number,
The Riarki Vang is strictly speaking a creek of the river and not

" adrainageatall. Only the last five miles of its course to the
river are distinct and throughout this length the creek runs in
a broad desp bed the baaks of which have much the same
appearance as the dhaya., Erosion on the sides of this creek has
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caused greater loss of cultivated land in the tahsil than the
river. A short artificial drain rune from the Riarki Vang to
the river in Budhha Theh but has never been used to divert
water. Drainage does not become an important problem until
the Kasur Nala is reached well west of the Kasur Branch.
Known in this tahsil as the Hansli, the nala followsa well-

defined course from the point where it enters the tahsil from
Batala until it passes ont into Tarn Taran. On its margins the
soil is stiff and often kalrathi and its presence is a handicap to
villages whose lands are divided by its passage. Surplus water
from the area between the nala and the Main Branch is led
into the Hansli north of the Grand Trunk road by the Makhan-
windi and Valla drains. South of the road drainage is defective
in the basin of the Sultanwind Drain, otherwise known as the
Mandiala Rohi, where there is much inferior land. West of the
Main Branch of the canal drsinage has always been a matter
of the most serious concern. In the northern part of this
tract surface water collects at many places in chhambs or lakes
for which the least destructive outlets have to be found.  The
Hudiara Drain starting from the Majitha Fort has been made
the central feature of the scheme. ' Its natural bed has been
deepened and trained and since 1927 it has been notified under
section 55 of the Northern India Canal and Drainage Act, From
this tahsil it passes on through Ajnala and Tarn laran tahsils
to the Lahore district collecting the dregs of the city sewage
from the Ganda Nala onits way. Ten miles north of Amritsar
town close to the Gurdaspur road the Gumtala drain begins to
carry away the surface water of the north western part of the
tract and after being joined by the Verka and Tung Dhab
drains just north of the city turns west and ultimately joins the
Hudiara Drain in the Ajnala tahsil. There are still many local
defects and some estates suffer considerably but this drainage
system has improved matters. Tt is not intended tb cope with
extraordinary conditions and it broke down after the heavy
mongoon of 1933 when in the Amritsar Majitha-Kathunangal
triangle of land water lay late into the winter and prevented rabi
sowings on considerable areas. In 1934 I sought the co-
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operation of the Irrigation Branch for the execution of some
cheap schemes whieh would eliminate local troubles and so
far as funds allow progress iz being made. North of the Labore
Branch the Vadala Viram chhamb occupies an area of sixtyfive
acres, An attempt has been made without much success to
drain it towards the west. To short drains-the Ghosal and
Tarpai-pour other surplus water in the same neighbourhood
into the Lahore Branch. The trouble here is saturation rather
than surface drainage. The canal carrying a considerable
volume of water runs above the level of the surrounding
country and there iz every evidence of waterlogging. I have
scen wells in which the depth to water was not more than
three feet. The same is true to some extent of the nerthern
reaches of the Main Branch above the point where it crosces
the Gurdaspur metalled road. This tahsil does not shew such
progressive deterioration as is evident in Tarn Taran. Improve-
ments in drainage have apparently retarded the advance of
kallar and apart from the elimination of loesl defects in drainage
the primary object of remedial measures must now be the
reclamation of land which is still capable of cnltivation,

The Hudiara Drain enters the Tarn Taran tahsil at
Lahorimal, and leaves it at Rajatal. It now rups in a deep and
well-defined bed, for an artificial channel has been

(Bl Thcn Tam out for it. It follows the line of natural drainage
from the flats near Majitha in the Amritsar tahsil,

into which other artificial drains from the north and east of
Amritsar city are led, before it reaches this tahsil, where it
is swollen by the waters of the Attari and Padhiar drains and
by the Amritsar Ganda Nala, which carries away the eity’s
sewage and deposits so much of it as is not sold on the way
in the Hudiara Drain. Further east is a8 nameless drainage
mtmng the tahsil at Thathgarh, and leaving it at Naushahra
Dhala, From Kasel somhwards. it is now aligned in ap
artificial channel notified in 1930 as the Kasel-Padhana Drain
which ulumately as the DeoPadhana Drian  joins the
Hudiara Drain at Deo in the Lahore district. This connected
series of drains serves its purpose sufficiently well and wouyld
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be even more efficient but for the local practice of putting
obstructions in the channels to secure irrigation when other
water is not available, The utility of the Kasel-Padhana drain
would be increased by side-drains from Leian and Gahri. East
of the Main Branch Lower comes the drainage known as the
Mandiala Rohi or the Sultanwind drain. Satisfactory drainage
of its basin would involve considerable expenditare but a good
deal has been done by relatively cheap projects to remedy
the more obvious faults. Still further east come the Kasur Nala
and the Patti Rohi. The former flows at places in a well-defined
channel, and elsewhere is scarcely noticeable owing to cultivation
in its bed the soil of which is generally hard and clayey. The
Patti Rohiis for the greater part of its course shallow and
indistinct with undulating sandy soil on its margins. Neither
drainage does any great damage nowadays and digging has not
been necessary except in the estates of Chambal, Jatta and
Jowinda Kalan, where an artificial channel carries the water
over rise in the ground.

The surface draninage of the Ajnala tahsil finds its
natural outlet in the Sakki Nala but is obstruced by the
Lahore Branch of the canal and its subsidiary ¢hannels, Water
in the confined area to the left of the Branch now finds its way
by various routes into the Hudiara Drain, On the right bank
of the canal the Lashkri Nangal-Bagga drain collects water from
the area porth of Mananwala distributary, siphons it under the
distributary and carries it along to the Mahalawala pond
(chhamb) whence the reinforced stream is carried under the
arterial road on past Bagga to the Bakki Nala at Baurian,
‘I'his drain does its work efficiently enough provided it is"
regularly cleared and maintained. Silt clearance has been done
twice since 1930 and now (1go4) is about to be done again.
There a or local defeets of drainge near Their and Mughlani
Kot for which re: edial schemes are under consideration.

The flora of the Amritsar district is of varied character
and typical of a tract well suited for the gowth of
vegetation. The soil is fairly rich and deep
and the springlevel high enough for roows to absorb

Botany.
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adequate moisture Moreover there is rainfall of moderate
amount and fair certainty. These favourable conditions enable
trees to grow luxuriantly and they ars common around the
city of Amritsar, headquarters of tahsils, and on roads.
Shisham (Dalbergia sisso) and kikar (Acacia arabica) are the
main timber trees and are very much liked for their hard wood,
which is used for making furniture and agricultural
implements, Jaman (Eugenia Jambolana) and mango (Mangifera
indica) are planted in many places on account of the value of
their fruit and dense shade, Pipal (Ficus eligiosa and bor
(Ficus bengalensis) which are favourite and sacred trees of the
Hindus are much in evidence on wells and shrines both in
the towns and villages. Other trees which have received
special attention are varieties of mulberry, such as shahtut
(Morus alba) and tut (Morus laevigata); ber (Zizahpus jujuba);
dhrek or Persian lilac (Melia azadirachta); siris (Albizzia
lebbek) a quick growing tree; and vilyati kikar (Acacia farnesiana)
with fragrant flowers. A few plants of economic importance,
such as sohanjana (Moringa Plerygos-perma) the flowers and
long pods of which are used for making pickles; kachnar
(Bauhinia varicgata) whose flower have a culinary use ; and
lasura (Cordia myxa) the fruits of which are pickled, are
found around wells and in gardens. Besides the above trees
which are cultivated for special purposes, there are many others
found in the parks and gardens of Amritsar and othep
towns of the district. Eucalyptus has taken to the soil very
well. It has been introduced for its Strong aromatic leaves
and flowers which have medicinal Properties and oceupies
a prominent place. Toon (Cedrela to na)is a fine large shade
tree. Simbal or silk cotton tree (Bomba malabaricum) is a
huge tree and many have been grown in different places. Some
graceful evergreen trees, like arjan (Zerminaiia @'juna), baherg
(Terminalia belerica), sukh-chen (Pongamia gulabra), maulsari
(Mimusop elengi) and amaltss or Indian laburnum (Cassiq
fistula) have also been put down in several orchirds.

Amritsar provides exeellent conditions for intensive
cultivation of various kinds of economic  plants which give a
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handsome return from small areas. - Of these, sucha gulab
(Rosa damascena), the flowers of which are candied and also
used for distilling ak and itar, is grown in special plots
around the city, Motia (Fasminum sambac), chambeli
(Fasminum grandiflorum) and bed mushak Salix capera) are of
like commercial value,

The old arboreal vegetation of waste places consists of
jand (Prosopis spicigera), karil (Capparis aphylla) whose berries
are collected for pickling, and dhak or chichara (Butea
frondosa) whose flowers ' are used asa dye and the leaves
stitched up for making containers of sweetmeats ‘etc. Along
the Ravi and other moist places, there are found sar (Saccharum
sara) kans (Saccharum spontaneum) pilchi (Tamarix dioea)
and kundar (Typha angustata), which are used for making
ropes, baskets, thatch and mats, .

Among the grasses, baru (Sorghum halepense) and dab
(Eragrostis cynosuroides) are very troublesome and make
cultivation of the soil difficult. Grasses useful for fodder are
khabal (cynodon dactylon) and madhana (Eleusine aegyptica).
Palwan (Andropagen: pertusus) and chimbar (Eleusin flagellifera)
which come up in profusion after rains, although of poor quality,
are used by poor people for feeding to cattle.

The large weeds which infest uncultivated tracts are uk
or: milk plant (Calotropis procera,) arind (Ricinus communis),
dhatura (Datura fastuosa) and thor (Opuntia = Dellinii). As
regards (Opuntia), it would be instructive to mention that
wherever this plant has spread so widely as to be a nuisance
and it is necessary to eradicate it, the cochineal insect
(Dactyl pius tomentosa) should be introduced. This insect is a
parasite of Opuntia and jeeds on it voraciously, After a few
days, the plants will be dead. Other noxious weeds and,
those which appear in crops and require attention for checking
their growth are pohli or thistle (Carthamus oxyacantha), bhukat
or piazi (Asphedelus fistulosis), shial kanta (Argemone Mexicana),
bhakhra ( Tribulus terrestris), kandyari (Solanum xanthocar pum),
bhang (Cannabis sativa), Panj phuli (Lantana camara) has
spread widely on account of its quick propagation. As this
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plant is harmful to cattle, steps should be taken to uproot
it. There is no better method of getting rid of it completely.

In ponds and other large bodies of water, there are
found either in wild condition or specially grown several
aquatic plants Which are useful in various ways. Sanghara
or water nut (Trapa bispinosa) is cultivated for its fruit which is
toasted, and on removal rof skin the kernel, which is rich in
carbohydrate, is eaten. The shoots of the kanwal or bhen
(Nelumbium speciosum are relished as a vegetable. The flowers
of nilofar (Nympheae lotus) are used in medicine. Kundar
(Typha angustata) grows wild on the bank of canals, rivers,
ponds and lakes. Its long and thick leaves are used for making
mats.

The fertile koil and ample water supply of the distriet
provide very favourable conditions for growing fruits. For
several miles outside Amritsar, there are flourishing fruit
gardens The chief fruit is nashpati or pear (Pyrus communis)
of which a superior variety has been introduced in the lsst
few years. Other successful fruits are the peach or aru (Prunus

persica), the plum or alucha (Prunus commums), and various
citrus fruits such as malta (Citrus auantium Var), sinensis
sangtra (Citrus auranlium) and lemon (Citrus medica), Banana
(Musa sapientum) was grown largely some years back but has
been discarded as its quality was poor compared with fruit
coming from Calcutta and Bombay. Falsa (Grewa asiatica)
is very remunerative for its high yield of small blue berries
which are eaten or made intosyrup Loqst (Eriobotyra japonica)
is also fairly common and successful. Lichi (Nephelium litchi),
although mnot fully adapted to the climate, has been grown with
special care and is yielding fruit. Mangoes (Mangifera indica)
of fairly good quality are slso found in some gardens.

7. The whole of the Amritsar district is composed of the
recent deposits known collectively as the Indo-Gangetic alluvium.
This consists of alluvial sand, clay and loam, the

only mineral product, apart from clay used for brick-
making, being the concretionary form of caleivm carbonate

Gealogy.
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known as kankar. It is found in beds generally at a slight depth
below the surface, at the upper margin of the impermeable
subsoil, whence it is excavated to form material for road-making,
The method of its formation is as follows. A portion of rather
porous soil, consisting of & mixture of lime, sand and clay, is
infiltrated with water retained in it by an impermeable bottom.
The carbonate of lime is deposited throughout this porous
mass, and cenments its particles together till it becomes of stony
hardness, Deposit no doubt takes place along the outer surface,
as each former minute crystal deposited acts as a nucleus for
further deposits. The formation is often seen in an incomplete
state, nodules of soil having become only partially hardened.
The process is essentially one of segregation from the soil itself.
The essential coudition of its existence is the presence of
carbonate of lime, or its ready production by ordinary
decomosition in the soil. In soils and subsoils which supply
little lime, there may be efflorescences withont the formation of
kankar, as in those consisting of clay and siliceous sand. On
the other hand, in marly soils, in which there may be little
production of alkaline salts, kankar may form without any
efflorescence. In a district where stone road metal 13 not
procurable unless imported, the presence of this kamkar ha
considerable importance. It is also used for lime. The best
kankar beds are found in Ajnala on the left bank of the Sakki
from Karyal downwards, and between Kaler and Vadala
Bhittewad. Good kankar is also found to the right and left of
the Grand Trunk road near Jandiala Guru and at Varpal, In
Tarn Taran, it is met with at Bala Chak and Gohlwar. In the
administration paper of every village, a clause was inserted
declaring that the kankar is the property of Government and
may be dug for by Government when required without the
payment of any royalty to the owners of the land, The owners,
however, have liberty to dig for and use the kankar when it is
not required by Government.

It is stated that saltpetre used to be manufactured in the
Sikh times in the Ajnala Tahsil, where kalar wastes abound,
The Punjab is the chief producing province of saltpetre in India.
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Statistics of the number of concerns manufacturing the crude
product are not available but there has been a recent inerease
in output, particularly from factories employing solar evapora=
tion methods of manufacture at Amritsar amongst other places
in the Punjab,

Coarse pottery clays-white, grey and black -are dug for by
potters, who use them in their trade and distinguish between the
different varieties, but these call for no particular remark.

It is interesting to note that about 19og, a boring was put
down in the grounds of the Khalsa College at Amritsar in the
hope of striking artesian water but at a depth of 215 feet opera-
tions were suspended through lack of funds. The boring records
show that at this depth the alluvium had not been pierced, but
the Principal of the College stated that at 60 feet a practically
unlimited supply of water was met though not under pressure.
It may be recalled here that in the deep boring at Ambala of
1926-27, the bottom of the alluvium w s not reached though that
bore was sunk to a depth of 1,612 feet.

8. Game of all kinds is scarce in the district. An oceasional
Nilgai and Chinkara can still be found in the long grass in the
e ! river bed on the border of Kapurthala. A few black

ﬁ'ﬁ:‘ﬂ’ * bucks wander about the barani area from Gaggar-
bhana to Chola Sahib and with the spread of

cultivation and canal irrigation it is rather remarkable that they
liave not altogether disappeard. A few wild hog sre still to be
found in the Beas river bed. They remain in the thick grass in
Kapurthala State during the day and realy only pay night visits
to this district. Hares are fairly numerous and it 18 a common
sight to see parties of youths hunting them especially after the
rabi crop is cat. Wild geese and ducks of various kinds are 10
be found on both Beas and Ravi rivers in large flocks during the
winter. The geese come in during the night and feed cn the
young wheat, If there are good autumn and winter rains ducks
may still bs found in fair quantities in chhambs in the Ajnala
and Tarn Taran Tahsils. Black partridges are found near the
river beds and in the central part of Tarn Taran tahsil near the
Lahore border but they are few and far between. Grey partri-



15
AumrITsAr DisTRICT] [3mcTION A,

dges ‘are more widespread but they also are very few and'if &
dozen fall to a shooting party in a day it can be considered they
have done well. A few snipe are found at Jastarwal in the Ajnala
tahsil and in pools in the Beas bet. The common crane is
common in the early winter but the demoiselle crane is hardly
ever seen, The black curlew is to be met with inland, and the
more wary jackcurlew on the sandy stretches of the Beas valley.
Quail come in, as elsewhere, in April and September and are
much netted near the city, while sandgrouse of the two common
varieties may always be seen on the moth stubbles of the Jandisla
sana ridge, and on the sandier parts of the Ajnala Uthar near
Chamiari, Obara are rarely met. Gréen pigeon frequent the
pipal trees and canal plantations but not in large numbers.
The blue rock pigeon it much more common, and there are
many in the cliffs overlooking the Beas, The Punjab Wild Birds
and Wild Animals Pro‘ection Act, 1933 has had the effect if not
of increasing game at least of calling a halt to its further
depletion. There is a District Fauna Committee which employs
half & dozen Game Watchers to see that the provision « f the
Act are observed. Fishing on both Beas and Ravi is now
pran*icn.!ly non-existent. Poaching with nets has more or less
killed off the whole supply. The only venomous snakes which
are mer with are the cobra, the karait the Russell’s viper and
the small keel-scaled viper (echis carinata). Uf these the echis
is the most common, and perhsps the karait the next, The
kallar wastes of Ajnala are notorious for harbouring venomous
<nakes. The canal contams many fresh-water snakes but they
are all harmless. Jackals are common everywhere.

g. The comparative mildness of the climate of the district
can be ascribed to the proximity of the hills, higher humidity,
greater cloudiness and more extensive vegetation
than some other districts enjoy. High winds and
dust-storma are most frequent in May and June. Hailstorms are
not very common phenomena, the most favourable months for
their ocourrence being February to June and the frequency of
their occurrence in any wmonth, being only once in five 10 ten
years,

Climate
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10. The average annual rainfall has declined from 2314
inches at last settlement to 21793 inches now but the loss has
it been in the monsoon for the winter rains of both

periods are on a par. Averages are however apt to

obscure facts and it is worth notice that in Tarn Taran tahsil
where alone there has been no appreciable change, the average
annual rainfall for the last ten yearsis five inches less than it
was in the first decade of the period and the loss relatively
greater in the winter than in the monsoon. This tahsil also
!flmws much the biggzest range of variation with as little as ten
inches and as much as 4878 inches. .he three tahsils are now
much more on a par than they used to be, Tarn Taran which at
last settlement returned an inch less than the other two tahsils
¢ing now slightly better than either of them with 22+0g inches.

Ajnala follows with 22'02 inches while Amritsar has fallen to
21°68 inches Of the district average of 21°'93 inches, 1673
inches are monsoon rain and 5°63 inches winter rain  Itis
commonly stated that an annual fall of twenty inches of rain is
enough to mature barani crops but the bitter complaints of
rainfall short in quantity and untimely in season suggest that the

Amritsar farmer either has not heard of this or is not sufficiently
scientific to take advantage of 1t.

SECTION B —HisToRry

1. There are no architectural remains in the Amritsar district

of any great interest. The ecity of Amritsar is comparatively
; modern, and the same may be said of Tarn

A and remaine"”  Taran and Jandiala, The only relics of
Muhammadan rule which need be mentioned

are the remains of the imperial caravanserais at Sarai Amanat
Khan, Nurdin, Naurangabad, and Fatehabad, in the Tarn
Taran tahsil. These were built on the old road from Lahore
to Delhi, which entered the district near Atari, and ran past
the villages named above, crossing the Beas near Goindwal.
Little is left of the Sarais but the gateways, and these are tast
falling into ruins. The space inside the sarais has been occupied
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by the houses of the agriculturists and the shops of the village
traders, and besidea the gateways, over which in some cases
blue enamelled tiles have been let into the masonry, the more
or less ruined walls of the sarais are still standing. A few of
the pillars, or kot minars, which marked the course of the road
are also still to be seen at intervals. Round Sarai Amanat Khan
and Fatehabad are the ruins of 0ld Muhammadan tombs of the
uswal type. At Lalla Afghapan and at Bagga in the Ajnala
tahsil, are two large mounds, or thehs, which mark the site of
towns of some size. Some years ago an enterprising Parsi
merchant began to excavate the mound at the first named
village, and is said to have come upon some old carvings,
but he gave up the undertaking as unprofitable. The other was
used for a time by a contractor as a quarry for the Pathankot
Railway, but he was stopped from doing so by the villagers
when they found the stuff was marketable, :

2. The chief objects of architectural interest are the Sikh
temples at Amitsar, Tarn Taran, Kbadur Sahib,
Goindwal and Ramdas, but no one of these js

as much as three hundred years old, and they derive their
interest from their associations and the reverence in which they
are held. The temple or Darbar Sahib at Amritsar stands in
the centre ofa large tank surrounded by & marble parkarma
or pavement which is connected with it by a eauseway also
paved with marble. The temple is profusely gilt over eopper
outside and beautifully decorated with paint and mosaic inside,
The tank at Tarn Taran presents much the sama appearance,
but there the temple, also bright with gilding, stands ol the
edge of the ‘water instead of in the centre. Like .that at
Amritsar it is quite a small building, and near it stands a minar
ortower of masonry work which is visible on a clear day ten
miles away. The other temples named have no noteworthy
surroundings and are crowded in by houses and shops. They
have hardly any of the expensive gilding, which i5 the chief
feature of the shrines at Amritsar and Tarn Taran, and the
interior decoration is on a much smaller scale:. The enly other

Important boildings.
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buildings that need be mentioned are the tower of Baba Atal,

built over the ashes of the son of Hargobind the sixth Guru,
close to the Amritsar Darbar Sahib; and the fort of Govindgarh,
just outside the city walls, which was built by Maharaja
Ranjit Singh in 1309.

3. The interest of the history of this portion of the Punjab,
e ke the fertile central doabs commences wi.th the rise
of the Sikh religion and power. There is no men-
tion of any important city like Sirhind, or scat of government
like, Lahore, having existed in what is now the Amritsar district,
in the days of ancient Hindu sovereignty. It was probably
under the rule of the Kings of Lahore, and was a purely agricul-
tural tract, peopled by the progenitors of the Jats, the peasant
proprietors of to-day.

4. The real origin of the Jat is a point which is always
likely to remain in dispute. One authority, General
(}ﬁinﬁﬁ’ Cunningham, maintains that the two tribes of Jats

and Meds were the first Indo-Scythian conquerors
of this part of Hindustan, and that towsrds the end of the
second century before Christ they emigrated from the country
south of the Oxus, atsome time later than the Macedonian
invasion, the historians of which do not mention them as being
found in the Punjab. He professes to have found proof of their
having beth been firmly established in Sind and the Indus
valley, whither the Meds migrated from the Upper Punjab, the
tract which they first occupied. Thereafter they again spread
over the Punjab.  Other authorities look upon the Jats as having
had ¢heir origin in Jaisalmir and Rajputana and having gradually
_occupied the Punjab from that direction. The matter is one of
purely antiquari'n interest and need not be further discussed
hére,. The commonest tradition among the people themselves
is that they are of Rajput origin and came from the east rather
than from the west,
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5. However this may be, it was in 1023 A, D. that Sultan
Mahmud established the Muhammadan power in
Lahore and the Punjab. From that time, until
the final overthrow by the Sikhs of the Muha-
mmadan supremacy, the Amritsar district was attached to the
suba or province of Lahore and was ruled by the Moghal Gover-
nor whose headquarters were at thar city. The district lies on
the road usually taken by the invading Muhammadan armies,
and was thus liable to be plundered and devastated at each
incursion, but, as it does not appear to have then contained
cities famous for their wealth; it is possible that it may have
been looted and laid waste to a less extent than its neighbours,
the invaders prefering to push on to Sirhind and Delhi after

leaving Lahore. Lhis may partly account for the comparative
absence of the extensive mounds or thehis marking the sites of

deserted villages, which are so often met in districts (o the west
of Amritsar,

ﬂuhlmmdl.u
period .

6. From the eleventh to the end of the fifteenth Icemml-y,
then, there is nothing to call for special notice in

‘ﬂ’,m“l e the the history of this part of the central tract of the
of the Gurus Punjab. It was shortly after the middle of the

ﬁfment-h century in 1469 that Nanak, the first Guru, the
founder of the Sikh religion, was born at the village of Talwandi
in the Lahore district (now Nankana Sahib in the Sheikhupura
district). His father 1s 2aid to have been a village accountant
(patwari) of the Khatri caste. Nanak himself early took to the
life of a devotee, and travelled over most of India, but his
history is no way specially connected with that of the Amritsar
district. He died at Kartarpur in the Gurdﬂpur district in
‘the year 1539, leaving behind him the writings which contain
the exposition of the faith of the Sikhs, (literally, disciples) and
a numerous band of disciples. Nanak was no more than a
religious reformer. He does not appear to havé claimed for
himself any speeal divinity. Nanak's reforms were in their
immediate effect religions end moral only, His nsme is per-
haps more closely associated with Vairowal and Ramdas than
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with other villages in Amritsar. From the former came several
of his disciples, and the temple at Ramdas was founded by
Baba Buddha, one of his immediate followers, The second
Gara was Angad, the most trusted disciple of Nanak, who on
Nanak's death was acknowledged by the Sikhs as the teacher
of the new faith, Assuch he continued unul his death in 1552
at Khadur Sahib; a large village in the east of the Tarn Taran
tahsil, where there are a temple and a tank  sacred to his
memory, supported by 8 jagir from Government, Little is
known of his ministry, and on his death his mantle descended
to Amar Das, one of the most devoted ol his followers, Amar
Das is chiefly remarkable for having separated his disciples
from the Udasi sect founded by the son of Guru Nanak, most
of whom at the present time are ascetics pure and simple. The
same of Amar Das is connected with the village of Goindwal,
olose to Khadur Sahib in Tarn Taran, where he lived and died.
Here there is @ temple known by the name of the Baoli Sahib
from the baoli or well connested with the ground level by a flight
of steps, which is its special feature. o him succeeded Ramdas,
the fourth Gurnu, who obtained from the Emperor Akbar the
grant of a piece of land, where now stands the city of Amritsar,
Here in 1577 he began to excavate a tank and to build a temple
in'its centre. But he did not live to see it finished, dying seven
years after he succeeded his father-in-law. Next came Guru
Arjan. Heissaid to have made Amritsar the headquarters of
his following. He completed the digging of the tank, and a
neéw city began to grow up round the sacred pool. In 1590 he
built & similar temple with tank at Tarn Taran. Guru Arjan
was more of an administrator than his predecessors. They had
been content to wander about the country with a small band
of disciples preaching the doctrines of Nanak and teaching
social service, Of Guru Arjan it is said that he collected and
arranged the writings of his _predecessors, reduced to a system
::IIF customary offerings of his adherents, and appointed agents
(masands) to collect these offerings wherever his followers were
to be found. His predecessors had merely been devotees, but
Guru Arjsn, according to Cunningham, who quotes what he



21

Aurrrsas DisTRICT] [Secrion B.
states to be the ordinary Sikh accounts, encouraged his disciples
to visit foreign countries and combine business with religion.
We now begin to hear of horsecoping and banking, carpentry
and embroidery among the Sikhs. The Guru was himself a
man of name and wealth, and his influence extended over
Hindus and Muslims to such an extent that he incurred the
wrath of the Emperor Jahangir who saw in bim a man of
dangerous ambition. Hearing a report that the Gura had shown
sympathy towards I'rince Khuisan who had rebelled against
his father, Jahangir ordered him to be thrown into prison and,
if we believe the account given in Tuzak-1-Jahangiri, the Gurn’s
death was caused directly by the orders of the Emperor in 1606,
But he left his following very different from what he found

it. Belief in the principles expounded by Nsnak had been
growing rapidly under his direction, and under that of his son,
Hargovind, the sixth Guru, The teaching of Guru Arjan had
borne fruit, and the combination of secular with spiritual occpa-
tions had done much w popularise the faith. Hargovind went
further and became a miluary leader as well as a spiritual
teacher. Moreover he had his father’s fate to avoid. He
gathered and kept up a numerous band of armed and mounted
followers, ready for any service, To quote again from Cunnin-
gham, “the impulse which Gura Hargovind gave to the Sikhs,
was such as to separate them a long way from all Hindu sects
and now the disciples were in little danger of relapsing into the
limited merit or inutility of monks or medicants”. Though
often in attendance upon the Emperor, Hargovind’s indepen-
dence embroiled him with the authorities at Lahore. He is
heard of asin prison at Gwalior, engaging the imperial troops
in battle near Amritsar and accompanyiog the imperial camp
with his followers to Kashmir. He died in 1644 and after him
came Har Rai and then Har Kishen, both of whom are connected
more with the Hoshiarpur district than with Amritsar. The
ninth Guru was Tegh Bahadur who, with many of his followers,
had taken up his abode at Baba Bakala in the Amritsar tahsil
not far from Khadur Sahib and Goindwal, Eleven years after-
wards Tegh Bahadur who, like his father Hargovind, was a
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martial leader as well as a religious reformer, was put to death as
a rebel at Delhi by the Emperor Aurangzeb. He left a son, then
aged nine years, who became the tenth and last of the Gurus,
under the name of Govind Singh. He for many years remained
in obscurity, from which he emerged the acknowledged leader of
the Sikhs, declaring that he had a double mission to perform, to
avenge the death of his father and to free his pepole from the
oppressive bigotry of Muhammadan rule under the Emperor
Aurangzeb. It was at this time that the Sikh community first
took to itself the distinetive name of the Khalsa, the pure or the

chosen people. The Guru preached that they must surrender
themselves wholly to their faith and it was he who prescribed

the khande di pahul, or simple initiatory ceremony, now performed
by all Sikhs on taking up the faith. He taught them the hatred
of idolatry which has also di tinguished the orthodox Sikhs, and
that adoration was alone permitted in the case of the sacred
book and to his teaching is due the practice of wearing the hair
unshorn, the taking of the Burname Singh, and the use of steel,
But so long as the power of the Emperor Aurangezeb remained
unbroken, the Guru could do little towards the fulfilment of his
mission. A force was sent against him which dispersed his
followers and compelled him to fly from Anandpur in the
Hoshiarpur district where he had established himself, to the
wastes of Bhatinda. But his opportunity came on the death. of
Aurangzeb in 1707. Govind dingh assembled his forces and
marched again towards the Sutlej during the Jisturbed times
which succeeded the Emperor’s death, and might have done
much to establish the name of the Khalsa, but for his assassina-
tion in the following year 1708 at Naderh on the banks of the
Godaveri.
7. He was succeeded by the Bairagi Madho Dass who as
Banda became his chosen disciple, round whom the Sikhs again
_ gathered. Banda established himself at Gurdag-
s duath of the PUr, and for a time held his own against the
teath GufS- NMuhammadan forces, but was finally overcome

by Abdul Samand Khan, the Governor of Lahore and begin
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taken prisoner, was tortured and put to death at Delhi in the
year 1716,

The situation of the Sikhs at'the death of Banda is thus
summed wp by Cunningham : ‘““After the death of Banda an
active persecution was kept up against the Sikhs whose losses in.
battle had been great and depressing. All who could be seized
had to suffer death or to renounce their faith. A price indeed
was put upon their heads, and so vigorously were the measures
of prudence, or of vengeance, followed up, that many
conformed to Hinduism, others abandoned the outward sign of
their belief, and the more sincere had to seek a refuge among the
recesses of the hills or in the woods to the south of the Sutlej,
The Sikhs were scarcely again heard of in history for the period
of a generation,

Thus, at the end of two centuries, had the Sikh faith become
established as a prevailing sentiment, and guiding principle,
to work its way in the world. Nanak disengaged his little society
of worshippers from Hindu idolatry and Muhammadan supers-
tition, and placed them free on a broad basis of religious and
moral purity. Amar Das preserved the infant community
from declining into a sect of quietists or ascetics, Arjan gave his
increasing followers & written rtule of conduot ‘and a civil
organisation; Hargovind added the use of arms and a military
system; and Govind Singh bestowed upon them a distinct
political existence and inspired them with the desire of being
socially free and nationally independent.”

8. In 1737 Baji Rao, the Mahratta Peshwa, appeared in

arms before Delhi, and two years later came the
Durani fuvasions, 5 vasion of the Punjab by Nadir Shah. The

difficulties of their hereditary enemies were the Sikhs’ opportunity
and collecting in small bands they plundered the stragglers of the
Persian army and the wealthy inhabitants of the larger towns.
But they had no recoznised leader and, when the invaders had
retired, the Sikhs were easily subdued by Zakariva Khan the
Viceroy of Lahore. But now they began to visit Amritsar openly
instead of in secrecy and disguise, to make their devotions at the
temple. Nadir Shah was assassinated in 1747, and his place was
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taken by Ahmad Shah Abdali, who in the same year entered the
Panjab at the head of an army and put to flight the new Governor
of Lahore, Shah Nawaz. Khan. But he got no further than
Sirhind and was forced to retire, and Mir Manu assumed the
viceroyalty at Lahore. The Sikhs who had thrown up a fort at
~ Amritsar, which they called Ram Rauni, at once began to give
him trouble. But they were suppressed without difficulty and
their fort was taken. Then followed another invasion by
Ahmad Shah, which was again the signal for a ricing of the Bikhs,
who possessed themselves of the country round Amritsar only to

be defeated arain by Adina Beg, who was acting under the orders
of Mir Manu At this time we hear of S8ikh lradérs coming into
prominence, among them Jassa Singh, Kalal, and Jassa Singh,
carpenter, who restored the Ram Rauni at Amritsar It was
however again demolished by Prince Timur son of Abmad Shah
Abdali who dispersed the insurgent Sikbs, levelled the buildings
to the ground and threw the debris into the sacred tank, This last
insult inspired the Sikhs to fresh exertions, and gathering under
Jassa Singh Kalal they attacked and took Lahore, The
Muhammadans called in the aid of the Mahrattas, the Afghan
garrison left by Ahm vd Shah was driven out, and the SBikhs
evacuated Lahore. A period of an anarchy followéd, leading to the
return of Ahmad Shah and the total overthrow of the Mahratta
power in Northern India at Panipat in 1761. Lahore remained
in possession of the Afghans, for the Delhi dynasty was on' the
wane, but they had to settle with the Sikhs who continued in
revolt against whatever was the constituted Governmeént  Some
successes were gained by the Sikhs, and the army of the Khalsa
assembled at Amritsar and again performed their ablutions at
the sacred pool. But a disaster greater than any they had
experienced since the overthrow of Banda was at hand, Ahmad
Shah returned to the support of his lieutenants, and in 1762,
overtaking the Sikhs near Ludhiana utterly defeated them in an
action which is still referred to as the ghalu gara or the holocaust,
On his way back, Ahmad Shah passed by Amritsar, where he
razed the restored temple to the ground and polluted the sacred
pool by the slaughter of cows.
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9. But this was the last occasion which the temple was
desecrated. It was rebuilt in 1764 and year by year, the Khalsa
gaining strength met at the sacred tank at the

A mon san””  festival of the Dewali. The Sikhs began to divide
s sl country among themselves, and to break up
into rival principalities or misls, several of which had their head-
quarters in the Amritsar district and drew their forces from the
hardy Jat peasantry, which during the troubled times of the first
half of the eighteenth century had held its own in the distric’.

The chief misls connected with Amritsar were the Bhangis, the
Ramghariss, the Ahluwalias and the Kanhayas. Of these the
Bhangis were the first to rise into prominence. Their country
extended north from their strong holds at Lahore and Amritsar
to the river Jhelum and then down its banks. The Kanhayas
were supreme between Amritsar and the hills and the Ahluwalias
in the Jullundur Dosb, whence they often spread into the Manjha
as the country now comprised in the Tarn Taran and Kasur
tahsils came to be called. The Ramgharias held part of the plains
lying to the south of the Sutlej and were also powerful in part of
the Gurdaspur district. They took their name from the fort of
Ram Rauni, already mentioned as having been established to
guard the sacred temple at Amritsar, which was re-named
Ramgarh or the fort of God, by Jassa Singh the carpenter. To
this day the Sikh carpenter loves to describe himself, not as a
tarkhan, but as a Ramgarhia, and though they form a distinet
caste they possess all the good qualities and martial spirit of the
Sikh Jats, Mention must also be made of the Nihangs or Akalis,
a band of warlike enthusiasts who constituted themselves the
armed guardians of the Aniritsar temple, and devoted their spare
time to plundering their weaker neighbours with impartiality.
They adopted arms as their profession, and, subsequently under
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, they formed a prominent part of the Sikh

army, though well known for their unruly character and impati=
ence of control,
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10. It would be tedious to trace in detail the fortunes of

the different misls, nor have their rise and fall any special
connection with the history of Amritsar. The
“i;*;gjf,“;}‘:;!‘ power of the Bhangis under Jhanda Bingh soon
received a check from the Kanhayas led by Jai
Singh and their allies the Sukarchakias, whose chief was Charat
Singh grandfather of the great Mabaraja. Butthey still held
L.ahore and Amritsar, and after this are heard of more in the
direction of Multan than elsewhere, Next the Kanhayss and
the Ahluwalias combined, and forced the Ramgarhias to retire
from their possessions near the Beas and retreat towards Hissar.
Maha Singh was by time the leader of the Sukarchakias, and
was taken under the protection of Jai Bingh Kanhaya but shortly
separated from him and allied himself with the Ramgurhias with
whose help he defeated the Kanhayas. The Ramgarhias thus
regained their possessions along the Beas. We next hear of a
second alliance between the Kanhayas and the Sukarchakias,
this time of & more lasting character. Maha Singh was dead but
had been succeeded by his son Ranjit Singh, who comented the
‘alliance by marrying the daughter of Mai Sada Kaur, the widow-
ed daughter-in-law of Jai Singh Kanhaya. This union laid the
foundation of the power of Ranjit Singh, for the Kanhayas, under
the able leadership of Mai Sada Kaur, were the most powerful
confederacy of that time. In 1799 Ranjit Singh seized Lahore
from the Bhangis, who had then no leader of any note, and made
it his capital. He strengthened his position by a friendly alliance
with Fateh S8ingh, Abluwalia whom he met at Tarn Taran, and
with whom he exchanged turbans in token of eternal friendship.
He then torced the Bhangis to retire from Amritsar in 1802 and
step by step overcomming all opposition from the remnants of the
other misls, gradually established the kingdom of Lahore.

11. Amritsar was the place where Ranjit Singh met Jaswant

Rao Holkar in 1805 and Mr. Metcalfe in 1808. Here he signed

The condition of the ﬂﬂ.‘: t.lmaty h}’ which he was ﬂtknowlcdgcﬂ bj’ the

*central districts British as the ruler of those provinces wh ch he
under Sikh rule. :

. held at the time south of the Sutlej and under-

took on his part not to extend his dominions ‘furthér
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in the direction of the protected States south of the
Sutlej. In this treaty we find him styled the Raja of Lahore.
In 1809 too he completed the building of a fort at Amritsar,
which was named Gobindgarh. From this time forward he
gradually consolidated his power, and made himself absolute in
the punjab.

The district was divided into ta’ugas each with its separate
Governor or Kardar who paid a fixed amount into the Treasury
at Lyhore and took from the people as much as he safely could,

The original talugas were as follows :
(a) in pargana (or tehsil) Amritsar :

(i) Jandials, Butala, Sathisla, Bundala and Mahtabkot, in
the southern half of the tahsil, were acquired and held
by the Ahluwalia Sardar Jassa Singh and Fatteh
Singh. Maharaja Ranjit Singh seized the tract sbout
the year dambut 1882 (182, A. D.)

(12 Mattewal on the Gurdaspur border was hed by the
Ramgarhis Sardars and escheated to the Maharaj in
Bambat 1872 (18156 A. D) ;

(is1) Chawinda, a part of the Kanhaya estate, seized by the
Maharaja from Mai Sada Kaur and [granted to Prince
Sher Singh in jagir ;
(r0) Majitha belonged to SBardar Dial Singh Gil ;

(v) Amritsar originally belonged to the sardars of different

clans, the Bhangi, the Rimgarhia, the Kanhaya, and

- ‘the Saurisnwala from whom the Miharaja gradually
seized the tract about 1809 ; and

(vi) Gilwali, pactof the estate of the Kanhaya Sardars, was
held in jagir by the brother’s son of Mai Sada Kaur,
SarJar Gurdis Singh ;

(b) in pargua larn Taran :

(@) Jalalabad, Vairowal, Kot Mihmud Khan belonged to
the Ahluwalia sardars in the same way as faluga
Jandiala above. Were managed under the Muiharaja
by Sardar L:nna Singh Mijithia and Misr 3ahib Dial ;
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(if) Sirhali also managed by Sardar Lehna Singh under the
Maharaja ;

(##5) Tarn Taran belonged to the Bhangis, afterwards to the
Khanwala Sardars Dal Singh and Fatteh Singh ; and

(jv) Khapar Kheri belonged to the Singhpuria sardars ; now
partly included in Tehsil Amritsar.

(c) in pargana Saurian NOW tehsil Ajnala.

(i) Saurian, Jagdeo belonged to Sardar Jodh Singh of
Saurian. laken by Maharaja Ranjit Siogh in .891
Sambat (1834 A. D.) ;

(i) Chhina belonged fto Sardar Karam Singh of Chhina,
whose family still holds a jagir in this vicinity ;

(i) Bainsra originally belonged to Sardar Dewan Singh of
Qainsra. Afterwards received in jagir by the Sindhan-
walia sardars from Maharaja Ranjit Singh ;

(iv) Thoba formed part of the estate of the Kanhaya sardars
and was included in toe ilaga of Chattargarh ;

(v) Panjgrain a part of the Kanhaya estate, afterwards came
into the possession of the Sindhanwalia sardars ;

(vi) Chamiari was seized by Nar Singh of Chamiari whose
decendants still hold a jagir there ;

(vii) Ghonewala originally belonged to Sardar Jodh Singh
Saurianwala and afterwards came into the possession of
Sardar Nar Singh of Chamiari ; and

(viii) Karial part of the possessions of Sardar Jodh Singh of
Saurian,

12, During the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh the city of
Amritsar increased in importance, took its place as the religious
", capital of the S?lka. and was frequently visited

ri‘m oft t]hl: m by the Maharaja. It was there that he received
:; h mﬁgn Governor-General, Lord Auckland, before the
first Afgan war. Many of the leadiog men at

the court of Lahore were intimately connected with the distriet,

such as Lehna Singh of Majitha, the Sindhanwalia chiefs (who
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belonged to the same faimly as the Maharaja), and Sardar Sham
Singh of Atari whose daughter was in 1837 married to the grand-
son of the Maharaja. Ranjit Singh died on the 27th June, 1839
and was succeeded by his son Maharaja Kharak Singh, who died
in the following year. His son and presumptive successor,
Nau Nihal Singh, died in suspicious ecircumstances while return-
ing from the cremation. ‘Then followed the short reign of Sher
Singh, who was murdered in 1743, when the young Prince Dalip
Singh took his place and was proclaimed Mabaraja. None of
the events of the first Sikh war took place in Amritsar, the scene
of them being entirely on the left bank of the Sutlej. There-
after the British troops crossed the Sutlej and occupied Lahore,
withdrawing in March 1846 when arrangements for the govern-
ment of the country had been made and the treaties
signed. It was agreed that there should be perpetual peace
and friendship between the British Government on the one part
and ‘Maharaja Dalip Singh on vhe other. The Jullundur Doab
was ceded by the Lahore Darbar to the British and the greater
part of the troops withdrew from the Bari Doab, leaving only
sufficient to act as a gaurd to the Resident appointed to the
Court at Lahore and for the protection of the Maharaja., Of the
eight members of the Council of Regency three were drawn from
the most powerful families of the Amritsar district, the Sindhan-
walia, Majithia and Atariwala. A fourth was Sardar Atar Singh
of Kala, a village just outside Amritsar City. FPeace lasted till
1848, when the Sikh rebellion, headed by two of the Sardars
of Atari, took place, tae chief result of which was that the Gover-
nor-General found himself forced to annex the rest of the
Punjab.

13. The existence of Amritsar as a district dates from

the beginning of 1849, Mr, L. Baunders took charge in April

. of that year as Deputy Commissioner. As at
Fmﬁ"“md“in:;f firat formed, the district contained four tahsils :
tion in limits, Am.itsar, lamn Taran, Ajoala and Raya (or
Narowal). The last, which separated by the River Ravi from
the rest of Amritsar was transferred to the Sialkot district in
1867. At the same time the Batala tahsil was added to the
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Amritsar district from Gurdaspur, but the arrangement was
found to be inconvenient, and was objected to by the people.

It was restored to Gurdaspur in 1869. The boundaries of the
three remaming tahsils have not always been as they now are,
The villages immediately ronnd Atari were included in the

Lahore district up to 1854 when they were added to Amritsar
during the first regular settlement. The south east of the
present Amritsar tahsil, corressponding roughly with the Sikh
talugas of Sathiala and Butala, belonged to Tarn Taran while
at the north end of the tahsil there are groups of villages, now
in Ajnala and Tarn Taran which until 1854 were included in
Amritsac. To straighten the tabsil boundaries, which were very
struggling and inconvenient and to bring all the Grand
Trunk road below Amritsar city into the Amritsar tahsil, various
transfers of villages were made, but all betore 1854, und since
that date the limits of the three tahsils which now form the
district have remaned substantially the same. lrom 1849 to
1859 the district formed part of the division controlled by the
Commissioner of Lahore. In the latter year a new division
was formed with its headquarters at Amritsar and including the
districts of Sialkot, Amritsar and Gurdaspur. This arrange-
ment continued until November 1884, when the Punjab Com-
mission was reorganised and the commissionerships were reduced
from ten to six. This threw Amritsar into the Lahore division.

14. From the Punjab Mutiny Report it appears that the
administrative importance of Amritsar was fully appreciated in
the events of 1857. On it might be expected

The Mutiny. to turn the loyalty of the Khalsa, It was a
sourca of much uneasiness that the stronghold was occupied by
o detachment of the 59th Native Infantry with only 70 European
Artillerymen. Captain Lawrence, Captain of Police, and Mr,
Roberts, Commissioner, drove over on the 13th May, immediate-
Iy after the disarming at Meean Meer, to arrange for its safety.
On their retuzn to Lahore the following day, they represented
to Brigadier Corbebt the urgent necessivy for pushing a body of
Buropesan foot into it, He instantly complied and, notwithe
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standing the alarming events of that day elsewhere, half a
company of the 81st. Foot was run across the same night in
ekkas or gigs. It entered Govindgarh peaceably by dawn of the
16th. The 59th still remained in the fort, but as scon as
Europeans were available the took their place. The 59th was
disarmed by Brigadier-Geperal Nicholson, commandiog the
mobile column, on the 9th July. As soon as the outbreak
occurred one of the first measures adopted by Mr. Cooper,
Deputy Commissioner, was to provision fort Govindgarh., This
was rapidly and throughly effected without exciting any parti-
cular notice, and the fort then became one of our trusty hul.
warks, which it had not hitherto been, Mr. Mac N;]_Ehtm
AHI‘-tEnt Commissioner, at the same time went out on the
Lahore road to raise the country (a part of the Manjha) against
any deserters who might come by. Rewards were offered for
any sepo¥ who had deserted ; the latent martial spirt of the
people was kindled into a flame ; and escape for a deserter was
impaggih]e for every v‘:]lage was o nest of hornets for him. The
temper of the people wds one great canss of the achievement
which has made the Amritsar district famous in the annals of
1857. On the 31st July a large body of disarmed sepoys
appeared on the left bank of the Ravi, near Bal ferry asking for
information a8 to the fords. The people’s anxicus attention
was aroused. They diverted the sepoys for a few hours with
various pretences, while runners hastened away to the neighbour.
ing tahsil of Ajnala .and even on to Amritsar. Prem Nath,
tahsildar of Ajnala quickly brought every available policeman
he had, and it was found that the men were the 6th. Native
Infantry who had mutinied the previous day at Lahore, and,
after committing four murders, had travelled across country,
off the wain lines of communication, forty miles in nineteen
hours. A fight ensued : 150 men fell under the resolution of
the villagers and police. By 4 p.m. Mr. Cooper arrived with
soma 80 horse accompanied by Sardar Jodh Singh, Extra
Assistant, an old Fikh chieftain. The mutineers had escaped
by a ford to an island in midstream, They were captured and
executed next morning, forty-five hawng died during the mght
from fatigue and exhaustion.
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Many 8ikhs, however, on service with their regiments in
the North-Western Provinces, failed their country and their
masters. Many werc drawn into the vortex of revolt, and after
the fall of Delhi tried to steal home. A close search waes made
for them. When the regiments to which they belonged had
murdered their officers the men were executed. In other cases
they were punished by different terms of imprisonment. This
operation was carried on, more or less, thronghont the Punjab
but it is here noticed as many of them had their homes in this
district. The usual amount of disaffection was found amongst
the Hindustanis in the district, and the same precautions were
adopted as elsewhere in regard to their letters, stoppage of the
ferries, and the expulsion of wvagrants and emissaries from
Delhi. Mr. Aitchison, Assistant Commissioner, was despatched
on two occasions into the interior to guard a river or to give
confidence to a subdivision, and Mr Cooper himself for many
weeks remained out on patrol duty every night until past
midnight, Captain Parkinsg, Assistaut Commissioner, had
charge of the recruiting department, and Mr. MacNaghten,
Assistant Commissioner, showed considerable courage in the
apprehension of an incendiary named Bhai Mghara] Singh and
in his voluntary expedition to Atari on May 14th to raise the
country. Here he was willingly seconded by Diwan Narain
Singh, the agent of Sardar Khan Singh, Atariwala. A sepoy
and a native doctor of the 35th Native Infantry were hanged
at different times for seditious language. The executions
produced a marked change in the demeanour of the people and
the moral effect of the presence of General Nielolson’s mobile
column at different periods, aggregating about a month, was
great. It might have been expected that the subscription to
the six per cent loan from the wealthy cities of Amritsar and
Lahore, would have been large. The opposite was the case.
Their contributions were inappreciable. Men worth half a
crore of rupees offered & subscript.on of Rs 1 000/- and others
on the same scale. Their niggardly dist vst of our Government
spoke very unfavourably for their loyalty, and was in strong
contrast with the eager co-operation of the rural population,




33
AMRITSAR DISTR.CT.] [SecTion C.

15. The failure of the monsoon in 1868 and 1869 was the
next event of note. Much distress was caused in the south of
the district, particularly among the menial

The scarcity classes, by the absence of rain in these
of 1868 and . 5
1868, two seasons, The presence of the city increased

the difficulties of the district, for its reputed
wealth made it a centre to which distressed persons were
attracted both from British and foreign territory, and there
were at one time many thousands of immigrants in the city and
its neighbourhood, subsisting wholly upon charity. Relief
works such as roads from Tarn Taran to Jandiala, Vairowal,
and Harike ferry, and from the city to Ajnala on which labour
was paid at famine rates, were started. Honses from which
the poor might be fed were opened in Amritsar city and at the
tahsils and the work of filling in the great ditch from which the
materials for the ramparts had been excavated, and which was
a fruitful source of disease, was begun. Nearly 3,000 labourers
a day were employed on this work alone. The works were
brought to a close in April 1860 after winter rain had removed
the cheif fear of famine, but had to be reopened in August when
the monsoon again failed, This time the Ahluwaha Dhab, a
morass in the centre of the city, was the relief work and from
first to last nearly a lakh of labourers was employed on filling it
up. The price of wheat rose to 9} scers a rupee. At the time
it was remarked that the attraction of high prices might tend
to denude the district of stocks, and leave a tract naturally rich
and self-supporting in a bad way when famine comes. Amritsar
may now suffer from scarcity, which may react on the cattle on
which so much depends, but it is not likely with its present
advantages ever to suffer from actual famine.

—_—
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SECTION C.—PoruLaTiON.

1. At the census of 1951 the provincial pressure of popu-
lation per square mile of rural area was 209, per square mile of
: sown area 426, and per square mile of matured
Density and o . .
distribution of  gpaq 436, The corresponding figures for this dis-
R trict were 527,546 and 580, Amritsar stood third
among the districts of the provinece in absolute density and
eighth and tenth respectively in relation to density on town and
matured area.

The pressure of population varies considerably from tﬂh?il
to tahsil-588 people to the raral squar mile in Amritsar, 5:4 in
Tarn Taran and 481 in Ajnala, A clearer indication of the
increasing strain on the natural resources of the district is given
bv the prassure of population per square mile of cultivated area
713 in Amritsar, 636 in Taro Tacran and 757 in Ajnals and as
the following more detailed table shows this strain is not equally
distributed throughout the distriet, for the highest figure comes
from the weakest tahsil.

Tahail. ' Amritsar, Tarn Taran Ajnala.
————— — ,
g | 2 $ . 2l-a|2 .'
Assesament circle | o : é ;- E 8| E | 2 ‘ 2 E _ 5 e
;o = |l .= 83|82l 2|5 |3 g
283 |'R|B=|S2 2 | 4|8 | B Z
—_ | { — | —_ e o — —
Population per | 702 609 | 825 m!msiszs'ass‘ 573 | 610| son | s
sjuare mile ol | [ [
cultivated area. | [ . [ |
|

Fortunately however the two weakest circles in the distriet
(The Sailab and Hithar) have the smallest population although
even among the weak there is a disparity between density and
resources for another circle of indifferent prosperity (the Bet
Bangar of Tarn Taran tahsil) is densely populated. The aversge
number of persons living in a villaze is 851 in Amritsar tahsil,
918 in Tarn Taran tahsil and 613 in Ajnala tahsil,

These figures take no account of towns-Amritsar, Jandiala,
Majitha and Sulianwind in Amritsar tahsil; Tarn Taran in Tarn
Turan tahsil; and Ramdas in Ajnala tah;il, Taking rural and
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urban area together density of population per square mile in the
census of 1931 was 711, an increase of 143 people per square
mile in fifty years. Amritsar city was the largest town in the
province up to 1881 since when it has yielded first place to
Lahore. In the fifty years between 1881 and 1931 the growth
of the city has twice recorded a check (at the censuses of 1891
and 1811) but in the latest census leaped far ahead of anything
previously reached. Ip the decade ending 1931 the population
increased by two-thirds to 264-840. Natural increase alone
does not account for this startling rise in which artificial causes
like immigration have played a big part, The density of popu-
lation per square mile in the city is 24,844, which shows it to
be a much more congested area than Lahore city where the
density is only 15,352,

2. Between the last two censuses the provincial population
increased by 13'9 percent while in the half-century ending in
R the same year 1931) the increase was 39°2 per
;ﬂg:;;i‘;;n‘:‘f cent. In these fifty years the population of
Amritsar has grown much less rapidly and is now
only 25 percent more than it was in 1881; bat the rate of
inoreass in the last decade (20°2 percent), has been well ahead
of the provincial pace and at the moment of writing there is
every indication that the rate of increase has accelerated. The
actual figzures are as follows :

I | \
Canauia 1881 \ 1591 1501 1811 1921 | 1981 | 1881-1881
[ | staad
Population.
FiI— 430413 | 462734 | 488983 | 425304 | 450760 | 594410 | 4384

tahsil | | ! | .
Tarn Taran | 261676 | 305127 | 325576 | 271970 | 204465 | 322056 | 4232
tahsil |

(
|
Ajnala tahsil ‘ 01172 DT4836 | IOERED 183454 184149 |

200454 | —4
[ [ ,
District ao4268 | 002697 | 1023828 | 728 | 929374 | 1117120
) . h = feafbis 5 :
Percentage of | i | | |
variation, | #1431 | —u | 55 | +202 | 42
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Plague and malaria ravaged the population between 1901
and 1911, and epidemies of plague and influenza impeded the
natural increase in the following decade.

Of this population of 1,117,000 (in round figures), 989,000
are natives of the district, 101,000 are Punjabis of other dis-
triets, 26,000 come from Stztes or other provinces and 1,000
from foreign countries, On the other hand about 110,000
persons born in Amritsar were enumerated in the colony
distriets at the last census, This figure of course represents
only emigrants of the first generation for any children born in
the district of adoption are counted as natives of that district.

3. While the population as & whole has increased by 202
per cent in the last decade the increase is not umiform in all
s o age-periods. The increase is mnesrest normal
B on Y« among people in the first ten years of life at 22°8

per cent, is 29-8 among people between fifteen and
forty. Among people between the ages of forty and sixty the
increase is only 10'4 per cent and the population over the age
of sixty has declined by 7'9 per cent. There are 73 children
under ten years and 14 persons over sixty to every hundred
people between the ages of fifteen and forty. The following
table shows the actual distribution by age of every thousand
people.

Years | 0—5 | s5—18 | 1015 | 15-20 t 20—40 ‘ 40—60 | over 80
— it =" _l -— (| :| —_— —— ==
Both sexes 153 | 121 o3 | 7| 140 56
Males 141 1% 12 o6 06 151 | 57
Females f 169 135 | 120 | 90 285 | 148 | 55

In every hundred females of all ages there are 32 married
females between the ages of fifteen and forey.

In the provice as a whole there are 831 females to every
thm_.lund males, In Amritsar district there are 799 (750 among
natives of the district). The proportion is 756 in the Amritsar
tahsil, and 85) in each of the other two tahsils. 1
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4. The birth rate has varied during the decade ending in
1931 from 52'3 to 40'9 per thousand with an average of 47-7
(256 males and 22'7 females). This compares
favourably with the provincial average of 42'3 for
the same period-and the district average at last settlement of
43'2, 'The death rate for the decade was 33'8 (17°7 males and
16°1 females) per thousand which compares unfavourably with
the provincial average of 30. But at last settlement the dis-
trict, fignres were relatively worse-55 per thousand with a
provincial average of 43:6 Females have consistently fared
worse than males bunt they have at least shown a steady im-
provement.

Details of the mortal effects of particular diseases and of
afflicted persons will be found in the statistical tables in part
B. Sixty per cent of all deaths are ascribed to fevers which
cover a multitade of ills. Blindness is still the most common
infirmity, 75 per cent of the infirm population being so afflicted.
This is a very slight improvement on last settlement, but the
prevalence of affections of the eye not actually involving blind-
ness is distressing,

5. Infant mortality amongst Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims
of all tribes is skill very high. This mortality is due to unhygienic

conditions, The tendency to neglect female children

by o 2 AN disappearing. The prejudice against medical
i attention in cases of small-pox, khasra, and tork:
still prevalls notwithstanding the provision made by the
municipality for the prevention and cure of such deseases
by establishing an infeotious diseases hospital, The
custom of keeping the women in an ill-ventilated dark room of
the house at the time of child birth is fast disappearing, Many
of the women now take advantage of the maternity hospitals
opened in the city. The superstition that some member of the
fam ly must always remain with the mother of a child for
thirteen days after its birth still persists. It is considered
unlucky for & pregnant woman to visit other pregnant women
near the time of delivery, but in the city where antenatal care
is available this prejudice is dying. No child who i& wearing a

Vital statistics.
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charm (tavis) is allowed to enter the room where a new-born
child is lying. The new-born child is seldom removed from the
room except in the evening.

6. Of the district population (1,117,120) 560,637 are
unmarried, 451,555 married and 104,928 widowed. Of the un-
married 487,231 are below the age of fifteen
and 111,355 between the ages of fifteen and forty.
266,366 of the Muslim population of 524,676 are unmarried ;
196,138 out of 399,051 Sikhs and 89,289 ont of 174,292 Hindus.

Civil Condition .

7. There are no marriage customs peculiar to the district.
The age at which children are married depends much on the
circumstances and the standard of education of the
parents, but it is usually between the ages of four-
teen and twenty among the agricultural classes, The practice
of taking money, or valnables, in exchange for an eligible
marriageable girl has ceased to be common, op account of
public reprobation and economic depression, Large sums are
spent on marriages by the Jats and Rajputs and are a frequent
cause of debt. A man will moitage half his holding rather
than allow his son to pass the age at which he should be married.
The bargain of betrothal is always concluded through a go-
between, usually the village barber, and is the real contract of
marriage. The actval ceremony follows three or four years
later,

Marriage customs.

Among the Hindus marriage is regarded as a sacred
religions duty and therefore a special importance is attached to
it, Marriage customs have undergone hardly any
change since the last edition of the Gazetteer.
There are the following stages :—

{i} Hinduns

(1) the betrothal or the engagement ceremony, which takes
place generally through the pricst and the barber, both
of whom are important figures on such occasions ;

(#5) the submission of the saha chiththi, the lette. informing
the bridegroom’s parents of the auspicious date fixed
for the marriage ;
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(#if) the barat or marriage procession, which is given a cordial
reception by the bride’s party at her residence and
entertained hospitably according to their means ;

(iv) the lagan or going round the sacred fire several times
while holy mantras are chanted by Brahmins. This is
the most essential and an indispensable ceremony,
which makes the marriage bonds permanent and
indissoluble ;

() the milni which comes either before or after the lagan
according to the traditional custom observed by the
families concerned, On this occasion ornaments, cash
and other presents of the kind are offered by the bride’s
parents to fhe bridegroom and his parents and rela-
tives ; and

(vi) the doli, the sending away of the bride to the brid-
groom’s house alr.'nnu&.,it.h the dowry.

Some picturesque detail is added by the  following
sccount taken from an old edition of the abstract of customary
law. “Some two or three months before the marriage, the girl’s
father sends for the horoscope of the boy and with its assistance
a lucky date and moment for the marriage is decided by the
pandit, Information of this lucky date and moment is then sent
to the boy's parents and both sides begin to make preparations.
Then between eleven and twenty one days before the date thus
fixed, a Brahman is sent to the boy’s parents. He takes with
him a letter, called saha chiththi, and a set of clothes (tewar) as
well as some ornaments, The date is again mentioned in this
letter, On the arrival of the Brahman the boy’s father gathers
together his brotherhood. = A square is traced with flour on the
ground by a Brahman. On this squre a stool is placed on which
the boy is seated, texts being recited by Brahmans, The letter
and other things received from the girl’s house are put into the
boy’s lap. The letter is then opened and read in the presence
of the Assembly. Between three and seven days before the
date the ceremony of tel charhawa is performed. This consists
of the boy and girl buing bathed in the presence of the females
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of their'brotherhood, who rub oil on the child’s' head. This
cereniony i performed ity the villages of the boy and' the girl,
but if'a river lies between it is not celebrated in the case of the
boy till after the riveris: crossed. On- the date fixed for the
marriage, or eatlier if required by the  distance between the
villages' of the boy and the girl, the boy’s father forms a process-
ion (baraf) and starts withit' towards the girl’s village The
distinctive mark of the boy on this occasion is the sehra or flower
garland round his forehead, As soon as the girl’s relations see
the procession arriving, some of them are sent out to meet the
marrisge party and to take it to the halting place already fixed
apon,  In the evening the ceremony of milmi is performed,
Male relatives of both sides meet outside the village and
representatives from each side embrace each other. A dioner
is given to the marriage party and the boy is taken to the house
of the girl’s father. The marriage then takes place and ceremony
ealled phera or circumambulatidn, f the sacred fire is completed,
This i§ the m)st essential ceremony and it is this that makes
marriasge union indizssoluble. For this purpose a canopy support-
ed on four sticks is erected in the conrtyard of the house of the
giﬂ’sqfaﬂmr. Under this canopy the boy and the girl are seated
eich on A khara (basket with bottom upwards), On the ground
between the two kharas sand is spread and on this wond of the
dhak or ber tree is piled as fuel and lightéd. ' One corner of the
outer ¢loth of the boy is then tied to that of the girl
and they are made to walk round the fire four times,
the boy leading on three oceasions and being led
by the girl on the fourth, During all this while
mantras are recited by the Brahmans, but the married pair are
silent. After the phera ceremony is over, the bride and the
bridegroom are taken inside the honse where the boy isinspected
by the females and jokes are exchanged. On the date fixed
for the raturn of the marriage party which is usually the second
or third day after its arrival (according to the wishes aad means
of the girls’ father) the articles that from the dowry are gathered
together and shown to the marriage party as well as to the giel's
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brotherhood, On this occasion the bridegroom’s father g.ves
the lagis (menials; their perquisites and distributes alms, The
boy is agiia called inside the house of the bride's father and
the dowry given to him. The marriage party with the bride
then returns to the bridegroom’s house. Muklatwa, or the bring-
ing home of the bride, follows when the girl becomes adult. Co-
habitation does not take place till after the muklawa 1f both the
parties are of full age, this ceremony is performed on the same
oceasion as the marriage itself ; otherwise it is completed during
the first.or third year of the marriage, but never during the
second year. For this purpose a few days after her arrival at
the bridgegroom’s house, the bride is sent back to her parents
and the groom goes there for the second time to fetch her. On
this occasion some more articles are presented by the gitl's
family, The Arya Samajists, as well as other Hindus of advanced
viewsdo not strictly observe all these ceremonies, with the
exception of the circnmsmbulation of fire, which is essential in
all cases.”

Early marriages are becoming a thing of the past. . The
Hindus hav: now a much fuller realisation of their duties of
educasting their children and equipping them to earn their liveli-
hood before they are married, Inglish education, modern
culture, and ordered change in almost all direstions (including
social legislation) have produced a marked effect upon their
minds With the result tuat early marriages have been greatly
discouraged, and widows hav: begun to remarry in larger num-
bers among certain sections of the community, mostly among
the Arya Samsjists and the Brahm Samajists, who are the
followers of Kaja Kam Mohan Rsy. The orthodox Hindus still
adhere tenaciously to their old notions in tlus respect and regard
widows remarriages as not only derogatory to . their self-respect,
but also subversive of the basic tenets of Hindu religion, The
dowry system, under the tyranny of which the parents of girls
are groaning, is an evil which lnspite of strenuous efforts jg
assuming even larger proportions than two decades ago, Certain
sections of the community including most of the females suppors
the custom of demanding and fixed dowry befors mirriage on
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the ground that as daughters are denied suceession under Hindu
Law they should nt lose what they can get on the occasion of
marriage. The custom is however generally regarded as un-
desirable and there is no doubt but that with intellectual
advance the state of affairs will improve.

(&) The Anand form of maimage has been observed since the
earlisst days of Bikh'sm and 15 mentioned 1n the Rahtnama
of Bhai Daya Singh (one of the original five
Beloved Unes whom Guru Gobind Singh baptized
with hisown haads); in Rattan Singl's Panth Prakash, written
in 1809; in Prem Sumarag and in Suraj Urakash (both written
in the first hslf of the 19th century). It was legalised in 1804
by the Anand Marriage Act,

(aj Sikh boys and girls are married when they are grown
up, and have reached maturity.

(b) 'The ceremony of betrothal 1s nob essectial. When it
takes place it is a very simpls alfair, A few relations of the
boy are invited by the parents of the girl, and s kirpan and
some sweats are given to them for the boy, This mecting of
chosen friends is held with the Holy Book in their midst.

(c) ‘[he convenience of both parties is consulted, and a
day is fixed for performing the ceremony of marriage.

. (d) After a prayer the bridegroom (with 1o particular signs
on him except agarland) goes with a party of friends and
relativea to the house of the brde, where a sumilar party is
ready to recewve them. The time chosen is usually in the
evening. Both pacties approach each other from opposite
directions, singing hymns of welcome and joy. When they are
face to face, someone of them steps forward and offers prayer.
Then they embrace each other and separate,

In the morning o congregation is formed with the Holy
Book in their midst. Both parties sit together and listen to
the music of Asa-di-Var. When the music is over, the bride
and the bridegroom are seated facing the Book, the bride being
on the left of the bridegroom. Anybody in the congregation
can perform the marrisge ceremony. The officiating person

Sikhs.
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asks the couple and their parents to stand vp, and, leading them
in prayer, asks God’s ble'sing vpon the oecasion. Then he
addresses the couple individually, pointing out to them their
duties towards each other, toward. their families, their society
and their religion. The ideal placed before them is that they
should become one in spirit :

“They are not wife and husband who cnly sit together;

Rather are they wife and husband who have one spirit in
two kodies.”

They are asked to mould their conjugal relations on the
model laid down in the Epithalamium of Guru Ram Dase, which
is a part of the marriage servi e. In it the Guru mentions four
steps in the development of a life of lovi: Feur] Love, Restraint
and Ilarmony.

When the parties Low theii heads inacknowledgment, the
scarf of the biidegroom is gives into the hand of the bride, and
they stand up and listen to the strains ol music :

“I attach myself to thee.

Leaving all my relations as bitter, bitter,

I come to cling to thee”

Then one by one the four stanzas of Gurn Ramdas’s
Epithalaminm, called Lavan, are read out of the Huly Book,
and after cach reading the couple go round the Book, the bride-
groom leading the bride, accompanicd by the musie of the same
etanza 2 nz by the musicians, Each time they return to their
places and bow their heads. Then the musicians sing the six
stapzas of the Anand, and the persons who is performing the
marrisze offers prasers of thanksgiving in which the whole
congregation joins. After that Karah Por:ad is distributed
and 1l ceremony comes to an end with the arlandirg of the
couple.

(¢) Thesame ceremony is peformed at the marriage of a
widow or widower.

\f) Both parties in wariiage are expected to be baptized,

() Polygemy is discouraged, wud Sikks are enjoined to be
faithtul to one wife. (
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(ii7) Among Muslims marriage generally takes place at a
Iater age than among Hindus when the bridgegroom and the bride
Ml have attained the age of puberty. It is performed

by the nikah ceremony and takes the form of a
civil contract in which the parties undertake to fulfil their
respective parts. At the time of mikah, the mehr or dower
which the hrideéroom has to ray to the bride is fixed Some-
times the marringe is performed throngh accredited agents
specially authorised to act on behalf of an absent party. In
the case of minors their legal gusrdians act for them. Merriage
is not contracted with a woman who according to Mohammadan
personal law falls within the prohibited degrees. After the
ceremony of marriage the bride is sent in a procession to the
house of the bridgegrcom. Next day he gives a feast to the
relat'ves and friends end also entertains the poor. Tlis feast
is called walima,

8. 98 per oent of the poj ulation regard Panjabi as their
mother tongue. The dialect varie= frem distriet to district,
Language. and itis possible, after some acquaintance with

the accent of the Amritsar jat, to tell that a man

comes from the Rechna Doab across the Ravi , or from th: Bist
Dosb on the other side of the Beas, But the Punjabi of the
mjha is said to be as pure asany Punjabi spoke in the

vince, The purest dislect in the district is spoken by the
‘Bikh Jata of Tarn Taran. The Mutammadans, though speak-
ing Panjabi, are mora given to intersperse Persian words picked
up from the educa‘ed classes, and all races have begun to adopt
a+ part of their own language the English and Hindustani words,
which they bear about the courts, and which are in constant
ns¢ in judicisl and revenve procedure, Funjabi is alto the
lanzuage of the peapl: of Amritsar city, though, of course, what
they speak is aot so pure as what is heard among the Jats, For
mote detailed information the census reports should be

consulted.
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9. Table no. 15 in Volume B gives the figures for the
principal castes and tribes of the district with details of gex
] and religion. It would be out of place here to
Shuces. attempt a minute historical account of each tribe,
Many of them are found all over the Punjab, and their repre.
sentatives in Amritsar are distinguished by no lecal peculiggi.
ties. It will suffice to give a brief account of the chief
land holding tribes, of whom the following are in Amritsar
notified as Agricultural Tribes within the meaning of the Punjab
Alienation of Land Act:- Arain, Awan, Dogar, Gujjar, Jat,
Kamboh, Lobana, Mallah, Moghal, Pathan, Quraishi, Rajput,
Sayad.

Much of what follows is reproduced from a fifty-year old
account with mo! rn additions to the narrative and reviged
statistics,

The most important of these is the Jat, but thig jg a very
wide term and includes classes between which there jg often g
strong contrast. The commonest is the Sikh Jat
but Muslim Jats are alsc a strong element ip the
community, A Sikh Jat will not ordinarily spesk of the
Muhammadan Jats of a neighbouring village as Jais. U asked,
he will describe himself as a “Zamindar” by which he meang g
Bikh Jat, but he will deseribe his Mubammadap Jat neighbour
as a *Musilman”, even though he may be himself g Jat of the
same ot as the Muhammadan, Not that he denjes the title of
the latterto be a Jat, but in common speech he restricts the
term Jat 1o cultivators following the Sikh fajt}. The total
number of Jats returned at the Census of 193] wa, 248214,
This is 22:2 per cent of the total population, and 3¢ per cent
of the rural population. Their importance is better appreciated
from agricultural statistics In the settlement just concluded,
of 161,707 landowners in rural Amritsar 98,369 were Sikh Jats
and 14,865 Musiim Jas, The strcnghold of the Sikh Jats s
that part of the district which is known as ‘he Manjha, This
isa term which is sometimes loosely used to denote the whole
of the upper part of the Bari Doab, as distinguished from the
Malwa, the country lying south of the Sutlej, and innludjng

The Jats,
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most of Ludhiana, Patiala, Ferozepore and part of Jullundur.
But a Sikh Jat of Amritsar in speaking of the Manjha refers
more particularly to that part of the Tarn Taran tehsil which
liea 'bhluwl the old road from Atari to Goindwal and to the

Kasur and part of the Chunian tahsils of Lahore. Ajnala is not
connted &s in the Manjha, nor, properly speaking, is the
Amritsar_tahsil, Now. that the old bodshahi road has been
supersed by the Grand Trunk Road, the limits of the Manjha
have, in common speech, heen extended, and the whole of that
part of the Amritsar district which lies on the right of a
traveller going towards Jullundur on the Grand Trunk Road,
is spoken of as the Manjha, Jullundur and Kapurthala are
spoken of as the Doaba; anything beyoud that is vaguely
termed the Malwa: the Sialkot district is “darya par” or “‘Ravi
par’’; and different parts of the Amritsar tahsil are referred to
by mentioning the nam? of some central village, such as
“Majitha ki taraf? or “Mahta ki toraf’’. The Gurdaspur
district, throughin the upper part of the Bari Doab, is never
held to be part of the Manjl:!a.. In short the Bikh Jat of
Amritsar, in speaking of th: Manjha, may be understocd to
exclude the Bangar of Amritsar tahsil, the Jandiala sandridge,
the mahri conntry round Amritsar (where Kambohs and mis-
csllateous tribes become most numerous), and (he Ajrala tahsil
where there is a strong admixture of Muhammadans (Arains,
Jats and Rajputs), vho are so numerous in the riverain tract,
The Sikh Jats, of whom the Minjha Sikhs are the pick, are the
finist of t e Amritsar peasantry. In physique they are inferior
tono race of peasantsin the province, and among them are
men who in any conntry in the world would be deemed fine
specimens of the human race. The Sikh Jat is generally tall
and muscolar, with well shaped limbs, erect carrisge, and
strongly marked and handsome features. They are frugal and
industrions; thomgh not intellectual, they have considerable
shrewdness in the ordinary affairs of life, and are outspoken
anfl'p ssesied of unusnal independence of character, They are
certainly litigious, their natural stubbornnees leading them to
papsevare in a case long after all chance of success is gone; but
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at the same time they are perhaps as honest and simple'a race
as18 tobe found in India, for the falsespeaking, common in
the law courts, is conventional, and hardly indicative of moral
depravity, They make admirable soldiers, when well led,
inferior to no Indian (roops, with more dogged courage than
dash, steady in the field, and trustworthy iu difficult circum-
stances. In private life they are not remarkable for chastity,
and they are largely addicted to the use of intoxicating drugs
or spirits. The womeu are inferior in physique to the men
and age sooner, probably from the effects of early marriages,
and are not remarkable for beauty. Bug they have the saune
industrious habits as tie men and make excellent housewives,
frugal and careful in management; and exercise a very consider
able amount of influeace in the family, That the basic
characteristics of the race have not changed, is cvident from
Mr. MsacFarquhar’s sketch in his assessment resorts: “Shrewd
and assertive, yet ignorant and easily led, every enterprise
finds in him & potential reoruit. At his bast abroad, he isa
dullard at home. His lusty brutality sees nothing attractive
in spending its energy on improved farming and reacts from
the monotony of the rural round in individual violence or as
the instrument of mass agitation morcha and murder are
endemic in the Manjha. But the wrbulent qualities for which
the village offers no safety-vulve, serve very well under dis-
cipline in other spheres. As afine soldier aud a successful
* pioneer the Jat is widely known, And in the evening of life he
returns home from America, from Australia, (rom the Kar Bast
or from the army, to exercise lus pitiless couunercial instincts
and invest lus earnings for further profic at the expense of his
untravelled brothers, Lhe Mushim Jat 15 a mellower CLBIaCTey
with no outstanding assets.”” (Iln Amritsar tahsu the ikh Jar
“is a more sensible and soud fellow then b s coususin L
Tarn Taran Manjha, His mind is more his owu i less -l
property of every agitator. He is readier to' diioc. as ener jes |
into. profitable channels and has made a considerable sucoess of
commercial enterprises far beyond the borders of the distriot,”
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A list of the difierent sub-divisioas of Jats and their dis-
Sub-divisions tribution hy tahsils, will be found in Table 1-,
of Jats.

(@) The Sindhu Jats are the strongest clan in the district.
They are found in detached wvillages in all three tahsils, but
muster especially strong in the south-east corner of
Tarn Taran. The central vil'age of this group is
Sirhali Kalan, and from this they 'i:ve founded and peopled
the ring of villages which lic round it. Here they hold thirty-
two villages. This part of the tahsil was formely known as the
Khara Munjha, a bleak treeless tract with deep brackish wells,
s so0il sometimes poor and sandy, but generally hard and un-
promisin-, and an uncertain rainfall. Canal irrigation has now
changed the appearance of the country and the system of
cultivation to some extent, buc still the soil yields a small
return, and holdings being small, the Sindhus have always taken
eagerly to military service, Hardly a family but has one or
more members in the army, the Burma Military Police or in
service in Hong-Kong or the Straits Settlements. Military
service is traditional among the 3indhus, and from this tribe
the SBikhs drew many of their best men. They are the best
specimens of the Manjha Jat which the district can show. Men
on service find it easy to dispose of their land by mortgage
during their absence. It is easily redeemed out of savings on
their refurn, and in every village there are pensioners who are
only too ready to take it up, and acvance money onit. The
clanis found in some strenyth in the neighbouring corner of
the Kasur tahsil, and also across the Sutlej in Ferozepore, but
there is no other collection of of Sindhu villages Amritsar. The
Sindhu of the Sirhali ilaga have an ancient feud with the
Pannuns of Naushahra and Chaudhriwala, which is said to have
arisen out of a murder by a Sirhali man of a Pannun connsc-
tion by fnuringa. The two clans are nw good enough friends,
* but still intermarriages. never take place between the Pennuns
of these two villages and the Sindhus of the Sirhali neighbours
hood. Neither clan will give or take a bride from the other;
There is no well known family belonging to this. olany  The

The Sindhus.
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Sindhus are ind:pendent and not much given to abide by tle
law, and their headmen have little authority, Muhammadan
Sindhus are very rare.

(b) The next strongest clan is that of the Gils. They are
known as excallent and hardworking cultivators, They hold
about twenty.five villages in whole or part in
Tarn Taran, but they are scattered all through
the tahsil, They muster strongest in the Amritsar tahsil n ar
Majitha, and it is to this clan that the Majitha Sardars, the
descendants of Sardar’ Desa Singh, and the Hon'ble S. Buta
Singh, member Council of State, of Naushahra belong, Nag
and Majitha and Sohian Kalan (part) in the Amritsar tahsil
and Dhotian in Tarn Taran are the largest. settlemenis of tis
clan. The Gils of Nag are Muhammadans, but are excellent
cultivators, and get all they can out of their land, while those
of Dhotian (who are Sikhs) are remarkably fine specimess of
the Manjha Jat, and are often found taking servica,

The Gils.

(c) The Dhillons are found isost in the Manjaa, in fagg
along with the Sindhus, the Gils, Pannuns, Aulakhs and Sidhus,
they take up nearly the whole of the Manjhg,
proper, But the Dhillons lie fusther up  the
Tarn Taran tansil, in the upper half of it, the country in which
the Bhangi mus/ was once supreme.  They hold twenty-vigh
whole villages and parts of others, and many of their villages
are among the largest in the tahsil, such as Kairon, Padri,
Gaggobua, Panjwar, Chabal, Dhand, Kasel, Gandiwind, Saraj
Amanat Khan and Leian. All these are typical Manjha villages,
and supply many recruits to the army, especially Dhand gng
Kairon. In the other tahsils the clan is more scattered, bug
they are fairly among in the Amritsar Bangar, and across the
Beas in Kapurthala, The Amritsar Dhillons say they came
originally ; from the Manjha, but this. is doubtful, They
intermarry with all gots except with the Bals. The. story is
that & family bard, or mirasi, from a Dhillon village was refused
help, when in difficulties in the Bal country, and in revengs
oursel the whole Bal clan. Mirasis were in those days more of

The Dhillon.
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a power than they are now, and the Dhillon clan took up the
feud, which survives to this day in the refusal to intermarry.
The Dhillons of Amritsar, who live alongside the Bals of the
Sathiala ilaga, do not carry the fend further than this, but those
of the Manjha will not eat or drink in a Bal village, or from
the same dish asa Bal. Mirasis of course keep up the feud,

too. Among the Dhillons the Panjwar sardars are outstanding.

(d) Reandhawas come next. They are hardly met with

in Tarn Taran, but are very strong all along the Batala border,

The Randhawas, 800 down the sandridge in the Amritsar tahsil,

especially near Mehta and as for as Kathunangal.

They are the strongest got in the Amritsar tahsil and hold

thirty-nine villages. Many of them are Muhammadans, and

until lately very many of them wers Sultanis, but these are now

fewer than they were. They rank high as caltivators, and

cane-growing is a speciality in their country. Seve:al leading
men in the time of the Sikhs beloaged to this got.

() The Aulakh Jats are most numerous in the Ajnala
tahsil, but there is also a cluster of nine villages round Shabaz-

TheAuiskns,  PUF 10 Tamn Jaran, held by this clan. Though

quite a small village, Shabazpur is well known,
and the ¢ rmer of the Manjha in which it lies takes its name
from the village and is generally known as “shabazpur k' taraf”,
But it is round Kohals in Ajnala that the Aulakhs are mst with
in strength and their chief villages are Kohala, Kohali, Lopoki,
Chawinda Khburd and Kalan, Madoki, Barar and Chogawan.
Their leading men are not above the yeoman class, but at onge
time furnished three of the zaildars of that part of the tahsil.
Massa zingh, Darab Khan and Bela Singh. The larger portion
of their country is profusely irrigated by the Upper Bari Dosb

Canal, and they area prosperous and well-to-do clan, though
with small holdings,
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(f) The Chahils own sixteen villages near Sheron Bagha in
Amritsar, The best known member of the tribe was the late
Vs s Sardar Babadur Arjan 3ingh, C.I.E, who held a
jagir worth Rs. 2,800 per annum, 2,500 kanals of
land in Tarn Taran tahsil, and 10 squares in the Lyallpur
district. He was an Honorary Magistrate and Civil Judge of
the First Class, an Assistant Collector and Sub-Registrar, Presi-
dent of the Local Board of Tarn Taran, a Fellow of the Punjab
University, a Member of the Council of the Aitchison College
and a Provincial Darbari.

(g) The Sidhus hold, round Atari and Bhakns, fourtesn

villages in all. The Atari family belong to this clan, and a
notice of the family will be f.und further on,
They have few representatives in other parts of
the districts, their country being mostly in the Ferozepore
district, where they hold the entire south and west of Mogs,
the M:-hraj villages, the greater part of southern Muktear and
numcrous villages in the sandy tracts of the Ferozepore and
Zira tahsils, They trace their descent from Raja Jaisal, a Manj
Rajput, from one of whose descendants, Barar, have sprung the
raling families of Patiala, Nabha and Jind. Other details of
the Sidhu clan, also known as the Barars in Terozepore, will be
found in the Gazetteer of the Ferozepore district, where the clan
is of the first importance. The Sidhus of Amritsar are almost
entirely Sikhs and live in the Tara Taran tahsil,

(h) The Bal Jats hold the large villages of Bal Khurd and
Kalan near the city, besides Sathiala, Butala, Jodhe and Bal

Serai, in the Bangar of Amritsar, and twenty-
?:F:.r e three villages inall. The Pannun Jats, who have
spread from the Doaba, own seven large estates in the Manjha,
including Naushahra snd Chaudriwala. The principal village

of the China Jats is Har Seh China, near Raja Sansi, in Ajuala,
The Sadal Jats all inhabit the Amritsar Tahsil. The Bhullara
are a fairly numerous [clan and with the Mans and partof
the Hers, have the honour of being known a8 asli or onginal
Jats, all others having enrolled themselves in the great tribe

The Sidhu.
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of Jats ata later date. No satisfactory explanationis forth-
__coming as to why all the Hers are not ranked as originals, nor
i8 it olear whether any particular village or family belongs to the
original clan or not. The Bhangus hold the large villages of °
Khials (Khurd and Kalan) in Ajnala tahsil. They and the
Sohals, inhabiting the village of that name in Tarn Taran,
enjoy the reputation of being among the most lawless in the
district. The Kangs hold & compact cluster of villages near
Tarn Taran, chief smong which are Kang, Kalla and Mal Chak.
The Jhawara Jats of Mattewsl and the neighbourhood and the
Mahil Jats of Ajnala are not now classed separately in the
census returns,

The land-owing Rajputs of the district are all Mubemma:
dans. No village is owned by any clan calling themselves
Rajputs and professing the Hindu religion. The
chief clans are ' Bhatti, Chauhan, Naru, and Manj.

There are 2,600 Raiput landowners in the district. Many
Mahsmmadans call themselves Rejputs. who by birth have o
claim to the name. This is probably the case mostly with the
Rajput residents in the eity, who rnmber. about 5,000, but
these are not' landowners, being for the most part labourers, or
following - miseellaneous oceupations. Among the land-ownirg
classes Rajputs are found most in Ajnala a'org the river bank.
From Dial Rajputan and Inayatpur, as for as Fatta near
Bhindi Anlakh, the proprietors are almost all Rajputs. and
throughont the tahsil they hold about 10 per cent of the
cultivated area. They have all the faulis commonly found
among Mubsmmadan Rajputs, of which pride and indolence are
the chief. They take a low rank as cultivators, and are much
given to employing Arains and o her industrious classes to
cultivate their land, with the result that many of the latter
* have acquired occupancy rights in Rajput villages. They are
not, as a ‘rule, prosperous, at least in Ajnala, and are often
deeply in debtr, but it is nearly always abservable that one or
two leading men, in each village, are distinctly well-to-do, and
make an income by lending money to their brethren. Tp
ﬂ'nrit:.-iar'#h-;y are better off and have larger holdings. Their

Rajpiits.
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chief villages in that tahsil are Bhorchi, Fatehpur, Malowal,
Khabba, Sadhar, Ajaibwali, and Ibban, and in Tarn Taran,
Palasaur, Bharowal, Dial, and Bhaini, Traces of the former
supremacy of Rajputs are to be seen in the cases where they
enjoy a talukdari allowance exacted by them in their capacity
as superior owners from neighbouring communities of Jats or
Kambohs who were originally settled by the Rajputs as tenants,
but who have cometo be recognized as having almost full
rights of ownership.

The Kambohs take quite the first rank as cultivators in the
district. Their industry is proverbial, and they seem to get
T T more out of the land than even the Jats They

are found principally to right and léft of the
Grand Trunk Road, on either side of Jandiala, their best
villages being Bahoru, Nizampur, Nawapind, ™sragarh, Thotian
and Jahangir, The Mulammadans among them are hardly
distinguishable from Arains, and the Sikhs are ia every way
similar to the Jats, They take the pahal and reverence the
same (iurus, and observe the same customs. In appearance
they are usually shorter and more thick-set than Jats, with less
pronounced features, and altogether show less breeding. They
have their go's just as the Jats have (the chief are Marok, Josan,
and Jan 1) and marriage within the got is forbidden. But they
never muiry ountside the tribe, with Jats or other Sikhs, and
even with the Sainis of the Doaba they have no connection,
It is probably only within the last hundred years that they
have come to be recognized as owners of land ip Amritsar, and
that in former times the highest status they cculd espire to
was that of tenants with some right of oceupancy in the lapd
on which they had been settled, and had broken up. There
are numbers of them in the city, where they exce! s market
gardeners, but the city Kambohs are often in debt and are not
50 prosperous as those living in the villages, Like Arainas
they are casily induced to leave home by the hope of extra
profit as- cultivators in cansl-irrigated tracte, and they have
~ been found most ready to go as settlers to the waste lands op
the Chenab Canal, where they have kept up their reputation as
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cultivators, At home they are generally found cultivating as
tenants in several villages round their own, and, having little
land of their own, and being given to multiplying fast, they
are willing to pay a high rent. As peasant farmers they are
unsurpassed, being carefnl of their land and their cattle, and
never sparing of themselves, However, beyond this they
geldom rise. Their wits are thick and education among them
is rare, but, when enlisted, they make good soldiers.

Arains have many of the good qualities of the Kambohs,
being industrious and frugal, but with less enterprise. In every
Arain village there are many names still berne
on the record, though the owners have for many
years been nabsentees. They show best as cultivators of
irrigated, and especially chahilands, their style of cultivation
being on a sma'l scale, Each Arain is eager to leave his holding
separated off and in his own management, and when he has
got this done. he divides off his fields into small compartments,
in which with the mnst careful industry he will cultivate
vegetable and other produce needing constant band labour and
watching, such as no other tribe will take the trouble to
perform Everything with the Arain is on a small niggling
scale, and he is apparently devoid of ambition, Their expenses
are usualy small, and they have few luxuries, yet they are
almost all more or less in debt, though rarely deeply involved,
Military service is practically closed to them and they are
seldom educated Not one in a hundred of the Arains in
Amritsar is literate, They are content to do as their fathers
did belore them and do not care to rise. They are found all
aver the district, sometimes as owners, often as occupancy
¢ nants, and frequently as tenants-at-will paying high rents,
i_nkck s Karala and Gujarpur are the best known Arain villages
o Ture lerar: Kadirabad Butbangarh, and Daud in Amritsar.
Ihe kadiiebed | rains were once of some position, and one
family held a jagir, but they are now of little importance,
iwund the city they are especially numerous, being attracted
by the market for fruits and vegetables there; they not un-
- frequently come to grief by engaging to pay higher rents thagp

Arains
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they can afford. But it is in Ajnala that they are most fourd,
In Raja Sansi and Chamiaii, under the Sardars, and in Ramdas,
on the Mahant’s land, they figure largely as tenants with or
without a right of occupancy, and there is quite a colory of
them in the Bailab circle below Bhindi Saiadan. Much of the
rich market garden cultivation in Talla and Saurian is due to
the Arain tenants, and their own villoges of Chak Misri Khan,
Vairoki, Mohleki, Bhilowal and Bhaggupur are models of careful
farming on a large scale, and of the ordinary type.

The other tribes found owning land need but little
mention. Dogars own but few villages, such as Bhalaipur in
Tarn Taran, Khankot and Talwandi in Amritzar,
mﬁﬁm and a few near the Sakki in Ajnala. They are of
tribes. nothing like the importance of the Dogars in the
Bet of Ferozepore. Gujars are fewer still, and these
who are shown in the census returns are mostly cowkeepers
and dairy men in the city. They are easily recognized by
their sharp features, bare heads, long black straight hair and
by the peculiar pattern of dark green checked loin cloth which
they affeet. Sheikhs and Saiads do not often figure as owners
of land. The Saiad village of Bhindi in the Ajnala riverain
is the best known. Khatris and Aroras usually appear as
a8 purchasers. The principal Khatri sections are the Bunjaki,
Sarin, Charzati, Jausan, Jammun, Khanne, Kapur and Mal-
hotra. And among the Aroras the priucipal are Uttaradhi,
Gujrati and Dakhana,

The chief tribes of village menials will be noticed in the

. mext chapter. In speaking of the industry of the Jats and
R other agricultural classes, we are often apt to give
small credit to the industry of the Chuhras, who

are absolutely indispensable to the landowners as agricultura]
labourers, and who perform an immense amount of fisld labour
for a veryslender and precarious wage, The Jat and the Kamboh
may be industrious in the extreme, but their industry - would
be of little avail in tilling the area of land at present und,r
cultivation in the district, if it were not for the help they obtain
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from the Chuohra:. On the latter falls a large share of the
labour of preparing the land for the crop, and the whole work
of manuring it, and much thankless labour is performed by
them in irrigating it during the cold winter nights. When
harvest time comes round most of the reaping and winnowing
falls to the lot of the Chuhras, and this is perhaps the hardest
in the whole vear’s round of fisld work. In tha whole district
there is one Chuhra to every two Jats, and most landowners
employ one or more Chuhtas as field labourers, The Jats often
complain of the large amount of the grain which they have to
dispense to the Chuhras and other village menials at harvest
time, but are too apt to forget that it is but a small remunera-
tion for the smount of work which menials have performed.

The Mahtyms are the nearest approach to a criminal tribe
in the district. They are found only along the Ravi, parti-
cularly in Bhindi Baiadan and Balarhwal, and
where there is, in any village, a lerge expanse of
bela laud growing reeds, They are a degraded class living on
all kinds of garbage, if they can get no better food, nud besides
being given to thieving, are most quarrelsome neighboues.
They often ocoupy grass huts, close to the field which they
cultivate, and eke out a living by making baskets, mats and
stools from reeds, and by raising and selling vegetables, They
marry only within the tribe. In other .istriots they snare
game and other animals, but in Amritsar will animals are
scarce and the Mahtams principally live by thieving and
cultivation.

The Kashmiris have diminished largely in numbers’ since
1881, This is partly real, owing to the sickness in the city
1 having more than decimated the Kashmiris in

1881, and partly due to the decay in the shawl].

weaving trade, They are universally Muhammadans and
mostly resident in Amritsar city. They are almost entirely
immigrants from Knshmir, and engaged in weaving and in
carpet factories. In person, the Kashmiris are slight, narrow-
chested, and wesk, possibly from the nature of their employ.

Mahtams
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ment. They have sharp Jewish features, but the women when
Young are generally handsome.

10. This is not the place for historical accounts of the leading
families of the district which may properly be sought in the
new edition of “Chiefs and Families of Note in
the Punjab” now (1940) in the press; but the
pazetteer would not be complete without a brief reference to
the living representatives of these families.

Connty families.

The Sindhanwalia familvy traces ite ancestry back to the
great-grandfather of Maharaja Ranjit Singh's father and it is
T g not surprising that this family and the Ahluwalias
o Rajaordar - Were recognised as the most influential and noble
in the Punjab, They took their full share in the
campaigns of the Sikh rulers and in the feuds of their principal
Sapporters until peace settled on them after Shamsher Singh’s
loysl stand of 1848 and the annexation of the Punjab, His
grandson, Honorary Lieutenant Sardar Rachbir Singh, 0. B. E.,
I8 the present head of the family. His considerable local
influence and his variety of associations in the district have
perhaps waned with his growing industrial interests in the
United Provinces; but the family's traditional place in the life
of the diatrict is being worthily maintained by his son Sardar
Harinder Singh (born in 1917), who is an honorary magistrate
and manages the estates. The value of the family’s jagirs in
Amritear is now Rs. 37271/-,

With the failure of male issue the influence of the family

of Sardar Desa Singh (which produced such notable men as
Sardar Lehna Singh and Sardar Dyal Singh) has

Th,,?f,ﬁ,d:” *  dissolved in litigation, and preeminence among
the Sardars of Majitha has passed to the family

of Raja Surat Singh who atoned for his part in the rebellion of
1848 by his loy .ty and gallantry in the Matiny of 1857 soon
after which he returned to Majitha where he enjoyed a jagir of
the annual value of Rs. 4,800/-. The elder of his two sons and
the present head of the family is Sardar Umrao Singh who enjoys
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some repotation as a scholar and philospoher. The younger son
of the Raja was Sardar Bahadur Sir Sundar Singh C.1 E., who
served as Revenue Mimber in the reformed Punjab Government
and was its Minister for Revenue from the inauguration of
provincial autoncmy in 1937 till his death in 1941. He had a
distinguished record of public service and had also tukena
practical interest in the affairs of his community as president of
the Khalsa College Council and at various times of the Chief
Khalsa Diwan and the Sikh Educational Conference. He was
a pioneer in the sugar industry sod owned a large fuctory in the
United Provinces,

The sardars of Naushahra came to notice as collector of the
Emperor's revenues. Sardac Bahadur Sir Arur Bingh, K.C.1.E.,
was the last official Manager of the Golden Temple,

The Sardar of y :
Naushahra, On his death he was succeeded by his son the
present head of the family, the Hon’ble Lieutenant
Sardar Buta Singh, C. B, E,, whose influence is not confined to
the district, He is vice chairman of the district board, vice-
president of the Amritsar Central Co-operative Bank and an
bonorary magistrate exercising first class powers, He has been
an elected member of the Council of State sinee 1032, His wife

15 the daughter of Sir Jogindra Singh whose family is nexg
noticad.

The leading living representatives of the family of Sardar
Punjab Singh have not maintained a regular residential connec.
tion with the district but a reference may be

Tht:uﬁ;?lpw made to the most distiuguished of them Sir
Jogendra Singh who i3 now recognised as the head

of the family. He was Minister for Agriculture in the Punjsb
Goveroment throughout the decade which ended with the lubra-
duction of provineial autonomy. Since. his retirement from
active political hife he has retained his interest in public affairs
and his pen has lost none of its literury vigour. He came back

t0 the political arena in 1942 as & member of the Guvernor
Geoeral's expanded Executive Council.
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The retirement of Sardar Harnam Singh from his zaildari
in 1935 emphasised the fact that while the nominal headship
of the Panjwar family rested with him the lead
in Public life had been taken by his cousin Sardar
Sahib Hardit Singh who enjoys considerable respect and
influence in the district. He sits at Panjwar as an honorary
magistrate exercising first class powers and was one of the
original members of the Debt Coneiliation Board on which he
consented to serve at the initiation of a difficult economic
experiment at some loss to his private interests,

The present head of this family is Sardar Atms Singh
whose public spirit can be best judged from the fact that

although he is still several years short of fifty he
ity ""“* has served as an honorsry magistrate for twenty-
six years, The sardar now exercises first class

Tne Bhangis.

powers,

T*e distinguished Atari family has been in eclipse for many
years and the recent death of Sardar Balwant Singh « pens no
prospect of improvement as litigation over the
succession is probable. At the time of writing the
succession to the jagir has not been decided. Another famous
family-that of Raja Sir 8ahib Dyal-has loosened its connection
with the district as the present bead of the family lives in
Gurdsspur district and many members are absent in various
branches of service. Since the death of Rai Bahadur Misra
Jowala Sabui its only prominent representative in the district
is Sardar Maharaj Chand. The Hirapur family has also had
ita con nection with the district weakened by the death of Sardar
Bahadur Chain Siogh for Sardar Karam Singh who is now
recognieed as the head of the family lives on his Oudh estates.
The head of Neherna family of Kalianwala is the  minor
Sardar Gursaran Singh whose uncle Sardar Ighal Singh is his
guardian. The Sardar of Chahal is a child. Sardar Trilachen
Singn has suci eelded his father as head of the Ramgarhia family
and Sardar Gurdial Singh Lis n Aima. The most distinguished
member of the Veglia family of Vachhoa is Sardar Sahib
Sudarshan Singh, Indian Police.

Other families,
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11. Leading citizens of Amritsar include Sardar Baldev
Indar Singh (of the fnmllg of Tika Dhyan Singh of Sheikhupura)

ik dmh; who has been recognised as one of the hereditary
uished persons. Bﬁrdara of the province ; Khan Bhadur Khwaja
: Muhammntl Ghulam fadiq a much respected
gentleman who served for many years as president and later
as executive officer of Amritsar municipsl committee and who
has bean sacoeeded in the latter office by his son Khwaja Ahmad
Gulsm Sadiq ; Rai Bahadur Laln Labh Chand Mehra who with
his brothers is warthu]y nnrrymg on the civic traditions of their
father Rai Bahaduc Lala l:lattau Chand, O, B, E. ; Rai Bahadur

Lala Duni Ghunﬁ an hunnrary magistrate and an importan
industrialist ; Rai Sahib Lala Bishan Das an honorary magis-
trate and sub registrar ; Rai Bahadur Lals Sain Das president
of the Hinda S8abha, Sheikh Sadiq Hassan, M. L. A. head of an
influential Kashmiri family and president of the Anjuman
Islamia ; Sardar Sahib Sardar Santokh Singh, M. L. A., a
gentleman of extensive coumercial interests ; Rai Bahadar
Gujjar Mal a well-known banker and philanthropist ; Rai Sahib
G. R, Sethi, a journalist and notary public ; and Sardar Sahib
Kartar Singh the energetic secretary of the district board who
is known for his interest in co-operative banking and cattle
breeding.

Outside hr.a&quartern people of distinction include Rai
Sahib Vaishno Das for many yesrs president of the town
committee of Majitha ; Sardar Sahib Kapur Siogh of Marbana,
jagirdar and zaildar ; Sardar Sah'b Dharam Singh zaildar of
Usman; Risaldar Sardar Sahib Ajit Singh lately sub-registrar
of Tarn Taran; Khan Sahib Chaudhri Shabab-ud-Din of Sherpar
jagirdar and zaildar ; Sardar Sahib Chandah Singh zaildar of
Ekalgadda ; Chaudhri Gulam Rasul of Fatehpur Rajputan, a
member of the Debt Conciliation Board, jsgirdar and zaildar
Chaudhri Ali Mohsmmad of Ram Diwali Musalmanan, jagirdar
and lately zaildar; Chaudhri Harnam Sin_h of Dhlaupur, jagirdar
and zaildar ; and Sardar hupal Singh of Jagdeo Khurd jagirdar,
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12. Amongthe distinguished soldiera in the district are
Lieutenant-Colonel Gurbakhsh Singh Ssrdar Bahadur of Tarn
{adian Oficers.  1rm, O ptain Thakar Singh, M.C,, Bahadur, of

the 47th Sikhs; Honorary Captain Amar Singh

Bahadur of the Central India Horse, a zaildar and member of
the debt Conciliation Board; Honorary Captain Hira Singh
Bahadur of the 30th Lancers; Subedar-Major Barkat Ali Khan
of the 31st Punjabis, & zaildar; Risaldar Boor Singh, M, C.
Ba'adar of Verka, sub-registrar of Amritsar tahsil, and
Risaldar Surain 8ingh of Chetanpura, Sub-registrar of Ajnala.
Subedar Lal Chand is the honorary secretary of the District
Soldiers’ Board.

13. The Sikh member of the Council of State elected by the
province is the Hon’ble Lieutenant Sardar Buta Singh,

The people’s te-

C.B.E., of this district =~ The representatives

presentatives.  of the district in the Punjab Legislative
assembly are :—

1.

2.

3,

Mir Magbool Mahmood of Amritsar.
(Amritsar-Mohammadan)

Ch Faqir Hussain Khan of Bharowal.
(Tarn Taran-Muhammadan)

Khan Sahib Fazal Din of Karyal.
(Ajnala-Muhammadan)

8. Sohan Singh Josh of Chetanpura.
(Amritsar North Sikh)

8. Kishan Singh son of Arjan Singh of Lahore,
(Amritsar Central Sikh)

8. Partap Singh of Kairon. '
(Amritsar South Sikh)

8h. Raghbir Kaur of Sheikhupura.
(Amritear Sikh Women)

Dr. Sant Ram Seth of Amritsar.
(Amritsar City General)

Sh. Sadiq Hassan of Amritsar.
(Amritsar City Muhammadan)

Y
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14. [Earlier in this section the number of people professing
each of the three principal religions has been noticed. The
following table compares the distribution of every

Religions.
. ten thousand people by religion over a periord of
fifty years:

‘ 1881 | 1911 : 1981
_Mn:-llm [ 4626 4642 ‘ 4687
-Sikhs | 2422 2883 ' 580
Hiadus 2939 2404 ‘ 1561
Christians 0 | 54 | 149
Jains 2 ] 16 | 11
Others | by nid 1 ! 2

The last edition of the gazetter remarked on the decline
among Hindus which it ascribed to more careful classification
of Sikhsin the census of 1911 or possibly to accentuation of
the cleavage between Sikhs and Hindus. The continuation of
this decline at an accelerated pace is the chief feature of the
last twenty years. An increasing consciouspess among the
Sikhs of their separate existence has doubtless as in all commu-
nities been fostered by awareuess of the political privileges
which the nimbering of heads has begun to earry. Chri-tiang
continue to increase more rapidly than sny other sectiun of
the populace : in these last twenty years their numbers have
grown from 4763 to 16,619,

15. (a) Amritsar is in the Anglican Diocese of Lahore
and St. Paul's Church in the Civil Lines is maintained by the
Christianity : Government of India. Awr tsaris now an out.
ﬁ,‘,’ﬂﬁ.ﬁn station of Lahore Cantonment and the Chaplaip
SDslIamRa0s, visits once a month rr more often if nacessary,

The prmmpal mission is that conducted jointly by the
Church Missionary Society and the Church of Encland Zenana
Missionary Society. The Amritsar Mission dates back to 1852
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and a detailed history of the early days cf the Mission is con-
tained in a book entitle “The Mission of the C. M. S. and
C.E. Z. M. 8. in the Punjab”™ by Robert Clark, By 1854 a
branch of the Mission had been established in Jandiala, and
educational work of different kinds started in the city of
Amritsar. The work spread outwards to centres such as
Majitha, Tarn Tarn, Ajnala and Asrapur. Up to 1919 educs-
tion work had been represented in Amritsar itself by the
Boy’s High Schocl, a Girls’ Middle School on the Jullundur
Road, and the Alexandra High School. This latter had been
founded in 1878 for Indian Christian girls of the better class,
but since 1907 has admitted children of other communities as
day scholars. To this School belongs the honour of having
passed the first female candidates in the province in the matri-
culation examination and in the Jumior Anglo-vernacular
teachers’ examination, In addition there were a boys’ high
school at Majitha, and verious primary schools both for boys
and girls in the city and districe. During th's period medical
work was carried on in hospitals for both men and wemen in
Amritsar city, and in a number of branch dispensaries in the
district.

The troubles of 191¥ led to a considerable reorganisation
of the wo k, by the amalgamation of certain branches and the
closing of others, Kducation to-day is represented by the
Alexandra High S8chool, Amritsar, which is now a school with
approximately 300 pupils. This increase is due to the amalga-
mation of the old Middle School with the Alexandra, which has
two boarding hostels capable of accrmm-~dating 180 boarders.
New buildings, including a chapel and a swimming bath, have
been added to the old schools, and girls of all communities are
now admitted both as boarders and day scholars. For boys
there is,the Hign School at Majitha, and the C, E. Z. M. S, runs
a simple boarding school up to primary standard for village
girls at Turn Taran and day schools for girls at Jandiala and
Asrapur.

With the growth of more governmental snd municipal
facilities for medical help, the men’s medical mission has been
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closed down, but there has been a large growth of medical work
among women. For this 8t. Catherine’s Hospital supported
by the C, E. Z. M, S, acts asa base. The hospital js within
Amritsar city, near the Mahan Sing Gate. It is now 100 beds
and maternity wards and an operating theatre, It is an impor-
tant training scheol for Indian nurses and dais, and has two
English doctors and three English sisters in residemce, It
maintains close links with a series of outstation hospitals and
dispensaries at Tarn Taran, Asrapur, Ajnala, Maj tha and
Jandials, The following statistics for these hospitals for 1938
are of interest :

S |
= g |
| E ?:1‘ = i ! &
= = E 2 2
pie & : Brushe Fnafens
- - -1 o
|, & - - = =
No, of beds . 100 30 ‘ 32 10
In-patients 1.400 a4 | 750 | 140
‘Operations ik 626 71 113 | 62
I [
Maternity cases 273 45 | 1183 | 13
| |
{ new cases Vi 8293 | 4626 4,850 780 ‘ 4.014
Out-patients
return visita .. 18033 18629 13,135 an 13,059
I| 1 1
Visits to patients houses we ) 320 25 | 691 17 40
| |

At Tarn Taran the Mission to Lepers, in eonjunction with
the C M. 8., runs the largest leper home and hospital in the
Punjab, with 131 men and 89 women inmates. Attached to
the asylum is a flourishing home school for untainted children.
This whole work is in the able hands of the Rev. Dr. A. P, and
Mrs, Das and their family. '

Amritsar is the headquarters of the Assistant Bishop of
Lahore, and the work in the Amritsar district is his special
care The main emphasis of the Mission work in recent years
has been on the building up of the Christian church in the
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villages, This work is now more and more in the hands of the
Indian clergy and their assistant lay workers. Efforts are
being made to build simple village churches in every centre
with a considerable Christian congregation.
The Revd. Fr. Michael Angelo, who later beeame Bishop
and Vicar Apostolic of Hindustan, was the first Catholic priest
i to reside at Amritsar in the Cantonment. This
licism,  was io 1860. The present Church, built in honour
A of St. Francis of Assisi, was built in 1863, and
since then there has been a resident priest at Amritsar with an
Intermission from 1914 to 1932. At present there are three
priests living at Amritsar who are Franciscan Capuchins of
Belgian nationality.

As long as there was only one resident priest, the catholic
activities ware almost exclusively limited to the ministration to
the British Troops, the railway employees and other European
civilians residing at Amritsar cantonment and town. Missionary
sctivity among the Indians of the district was systematically
initiated in 1929 ; and at present the Catholic Church counts
2500 adherents living in about 8o different villages. Tn April,
1939 the Indian Catholics of Amritsar Town associated and
founded. “The Indian Catholic Union of Amritsar Town”,
for the spiritual and temporal welfare of their community. Their
present strength is about 70 members.

In October 1937 the religious congregation of the Sist+rs of
Charity of Ghent (Belgium) opened a school under the patronage
of the Sacred Heart to provide for the edueation of high class
Indian girls up to the Punjab matriculation examination. There
is a boarding house for little boys attached to this school. The
present roll 15 105 pupils. A second school and boarding house,
known as St, Mary’s school, was opened at the same time under
the management of the same Sisters, to provide for the upper
primary  education of poor and orphan girls of the
Catholic community, althougih other children are admitted to
the classes as well. The roll of this school is 70 at present.
Both. these institutions are si uated on the Majitha Road,
Amritsar,
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16. The classification of the population by occupation
reproduced from the census returns in the B volume, is not
altogether satisfactory. The only points of impor-
Cccapations: - tance are that the principal occupation is agriculture
and that the only industrial community of any importance is
concentrated in the Amritsar urban area.
17. The ordinary food of the people coneists of cakes of
meal, made of wheat when they can afford it, maize, or mixed
wheat and gram. Bajra is not eaten to any extent,

The very poorest, especially in Ajnala, content
“ themselves with maddal when they can get nothing else. These
cakes are eaten with dul, a pottage of gram or pulse ; and /assi,
or buttermilk, is the usual drink, Salt is always used and mirch
(red pepper) is mixed with the dual. If vegetables are eaten, they
are generally in the form of green rape (sars n), less frequently
carrots, onions, or turnips, grown by Arains and sold in other
villages, Buffalo’s milk is preferred to cow’s and rice has its
place on the menu. The use or sugarin various forms and
clarified butter ( ghi ) is more general than it was thirty -years
ago.  Before starting to his work in the morning, the Jat will
have a light meal to break his fast, but a more substantial meal
of cakes and lassi is brought to him in the fields by the women
ot children, when the sun begins to get powerful and the oxen
have their midday rest, Work is then resumed in the afiernoon
in winter, or about four o’clock in the summer, and the heaviest
meal of the day is taken at sundown in the house when the day’s
work is over. Rajputs and other races, who seclude their
women, cannot have their food brought to them in the fields and
lose time by returning home, having already lost time in the
morning by meeting for a smoke after praver at the village
gateway. With a Mohammadan the pipe is always within easy
reach whatever work he is doing.
18. The dress of the Sikh cultivator is simplein the extreme.
The material is almost always unbleached cotton made up by
the village weaver from homegrown materials spun
- by the women of the fa.ily aod supplied to him.
The universal head covering isa pagri; a loose sleeved shirt and

Food.

Dragy
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cloth wrapped round the loins kilt-fashin complete the ordinary
dress. In place of the shirt and sometimes in addition to it, a
light wrap may be worn over the shoulders which can be easily
thrown off Rough shoes of the usual pattern are worn, They
last about six months, But when at work the shirt or wrap is
often discarded, and it may be, the pagri as well. The loin cloth
is seldem thrown off, but village menials may be seen satisfying
the requirements of decency with a simple breech-clout. In
winter, all but the poorest wear a heavier double-folded cotton
wrap, which may be worn over the head: pYyjamas or trousers
are a hindrance to those who work with their own hands, and
the wearing of them is usually the sign that the man is in
military service or can employ others to work for him. Muham-
madans affect colours more than the Hindus, especially in
Ajnala. With them the loin eloth is often of a red or olive
green check, the latter being a favouite eolour with Gujars,
the former, though the colour is one more often associated with
Hindus, worn by Arains. The red pagri is sometimes worn by
Sikhs particularly Kambohs, but is never worn by Muhamma-
dans. Nor is the custom of wearing a coloured safa common
1o Amritsar, This almost invariably marks the Sikh Jat from
the Malwa. Woollen clothes are not commonly worn, nor can
the bulk of the people afford them. Among the Sikhs, Nihangs
usually carry a brown blanket with a red striped border. Awans
are often seen with a stripped blanket in the winter, similar in
pattern to those worn in the Upper Punjab, but these are
exceptions. Otherwise only the wealthier men can offord to
wear woollen clothes. Tn Amritsar city and the larger towns the
wealthier inhabitants have adopted some portions of European
atiire and many more have their garments made from European
cloth., In particular, European types of shoes and boots are
very miuch in demand.

19. The dress of the women is brighter, and there is always

some colour in it. A wrap is always worn over the head and it is
. : : s ta

Dress of Women - COREidered :lildenent to appear m.puhhc without

it. With this are worn a loose jacket coloured

red or blue, or of some printed cotton stuff, and either an ample
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pair of blue striped pyjamas, tight at the foot, or a pecticoat,
Sometimes the petticoat, the favourite colonr for which among
Sikh women is red or brick-dust, with a yellow or green border,
is ornover the pyjamas, more especially in cold weather or
when going from home. ‘On ‘the actnal journey the petticoat
‘may be hitched up or even carried over the arm. The anzi
or bodice, when worn, is affected by married women, especially
Arains and Changars, but is not common. The chadar or head
wrap may take the form of a phufkary, a cotton cloth of black or
red ground with a flowered pattern embroidered in floss-silk.
Tn the hot weather the wrap may be worn hy older women as a
covering for the head and shoulders without the red or blue
jacket. In the towns the dress is far more varied, but the
petticoat is more common than rhe pyjamas among the women
of the Hindu trading classes, and purple with or without a
yellow border is a favourite colour.
20. Btandards of comfort among the people of the district
have risen considerably during the last thirty years. Two of the
Standard  mMain reasons for this are contacts made by soldiers
e during the war of 1914-18 with the outside world
and the very great improv ments made in communication
between towns and the villages owing to the popularity of travel
by lorry. There are few even of the village menials now who
do not possess and wear at least on festivals or similar occasions
gaily coloured silks or cotton fabrics made in Japanese, European
or Indian Mills. For the educated or partly educated the
wearing of mill-made clothes is the general rule and there are
many village women now who possess Bata’s shoes, Many
villagers wear coats cut in the European style-woollen for winter
wear and silk or cotton for summer. Practically every house-
hold has china tea sets, enamel ware, metals trunks, cheap
lamps, clocks and other ordinary articles of domestic use
Gramophones and sewing machines are fairly common in the
houses of better class farmers and prosperous village artisaps,

The income which the villager of Amritsar, espeeially the Jat,
obtains from extraneous s:urces exceeds by many times the
total demands made by Government, Many hold squares in
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eolonies in Lyallpur, Shahpur, Montgomery and Multan districts
and in Bikaner and Bahawalpur States. Large sums are remitted
to the district by men why have taken service in the army and
the police in Burma, the Malay Btates, Hong Kong and other
colonies. There are traders and contractors all over India and
the far East and many of the Village artisans find lucrative
billets in the iron works at Jamshedpur and industrial centres
in Bihar and Bengal. Their wealth would be much greater than
it is if they were more thrifiy, less quarrelsome, and knéw how
best to invest the sums at their disposal A portion of their
savings is always invested in land but a large partia squandered
in drimking, litigation and marriages and other festive occasions.

21. The women, unless widowed, are usually loaded with
silver ornaments, worn on the ears, neck, arms and anklés, dnd
much of the wealth of the family is invested in
them. At a marringe no bride’s outfit is complete
unless she is provided with the ornaments usoally worn by her

class. Among the men, ornaments are rare, but those who have
saved money often invest it in the shape of a string of gold
mohurs ; worn round neck. a tighter necklace of hollow gold
beards are even a pair of gold bangles being' worn when it is
desired to make a show. Pensioners are especially fond of
displaying these and they may be noticed among the Sikh Jats
of Tarn Taran, with whom service away from home is
commonest,

22. The villages in the districtare almost always composed
of houses built of sun-dried bricks, or of large clods of eaked
mud taken from the bottom of a pond But there
ate few villages which do not also contain one or
two masonry Liouses, the home of & well-to-do headman, of the
village money-lender, or of a pensioned officer. The houses are
crowded together as closely as they can be, separated by narrow
winding lanes a few feet wide, Ttis not always the case that
there is a lane leading right through from one side to the other.
Often the houses of one patti or subdivision lie together, Faving,
a separate entrance with a gateway. These gateways in the
best Sikh villages are commodious structures, with a roofed shed

Ormaments.

Dwelling .
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to right and left of the entrance, the roof extending over the
entrance itself, the floors of which are raised two or three feet
sbove the level of the pathway running between. In these
travellers are housed, and the owners of the pulti meet. when the
day’s work is done, sitting on the matting spread on the floor
or on the large wooden bedstead which is often found in them.
These gateways may have an ornamental front, and if in & good
state of repair, they mark the well-to-do village. Between the
actual buildings and the cultivated fields is an open space runn-
ing right round the village, sometimes shaded by pipal trees and
almost always filthy. Carts, which would take up too much room
inside the village, stand here. On one or more sides of the
village will be found ponds from which earth is excavated for
repair of houses, where cattle are bathed and watered, and in
which hemp stalks are soaked, and disused well and cart wheels
sunk to keep the joints of the wood from shrinking. The backs
of the houses are usually blank walls forming an outer wall to
the village. In the space running round the village are found
the manure heaps and stocks of fuel-cakes of dried cow-dung
belonging to each house The space used for storing these is
as a rule, limited, and disputes as to the right to occupy a parti-
cular site for a dung heap are keenly fought out. On en tering
the village we find the doorways of the houses opening on the
main streets, or side lanes running off them, Ordinarily the
front door leads straizht into an open courtyard, with troughs
along one or more of its sides, at which cattle are tied. [he
dwelling-houses will generally be found along the side of the
courtyard which fronts the doorway. These are long and
narrow, with or without a small verandah in front, and are
generally provided with a flight of steps or & wooden laddar
giving access to the roof. Windows there are none: light and
air are admitted by the door, and smoke finds its way out in the
same way, or by a hole in the roof But conking is carried on
for the most part in & partly-roofed shelter in the corner of the
yard, for the people live as much as they can in the open air,
and are only driven indoors by cold or rain. A noticeable
object in every house is the large jar-sh aped receptacle for the
grain of the household made of plastered mud with a stoppered
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hole, low down in the side, for the grain to run out. Each
family living within the enclosure has a separate dwelling house
and cooking place, while in the yard outside the doors, much of
the available space is taken up by the bedsteads and waterpots of
the household, and the spinning wheels of the women. The roof
18 used for storing heaps of fodder, and bundles of cotton twigs
for roofing purposes, and for drying chillies, maize cobs and
seedgrain in the sun. Occasionally there is a small upper
chamber on the roof, but this is rare. Sometimes the front door
instead of leading directly into the yard, leads into a porch or
deorhi out of which again a smaller door, placed so that the
interior of the yard cannot be seen intoc from the street, leads
into the yard. The deorhi will only be found in the houses of
well-to-do zamindars, or in houses which have been built outside
the village in open ground for want of room within, It is not
often space can be spared for it in the crowded lanes. It is used
for stalling cattle, storing fodder, ploughs, yokes and other
implements, or as a guest house for those who may not be
admitted within. If the owner is well off, 1he outer gate of the
deorhi may be set off by a cornice of carved wood or even a front
of masonry. But the deorki is not 80 common as in parts of the
province where land is of less value, and where the villages are
more roomily laid out. FEconomy of space is everything ina
highly irrigated district like Amritsar, and the Sikh or Muham-
madan Jat will submit to much inconvenience in the matter of
house room, before he will sacrifice part of his cultivated fields
to build himself a better house outside. Some build separate
houses at the wells, but this is a last resource, and there is not
the tendency found in other parts of the province to scatter into
detached hamlets, and leave the parent site,

The advance in better and cleaner methods of living has
not kept pace with the advance in standards of comfort and
wealth. The ordinary village still presents the appearance of
a buffalo wallow surrounded by heaps of dirt and filth, with
lanes which in the rains are a quagmire of mud. Many houses
now have hand-pumps the overflow of which is allowed to run
into the streets and keeps them permanently in the state which
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should be normal only in the rains. There are, howeyer, a few
villages where the teaching and propaganda of the health and
kindred departments of Government has had some effect and in
these villages a start has been made with pitting manure and
rubbish and the paving and drainage of streets, There are
a_isl_g iﬁdiﬁduﬂ-ls, especially those who have bezn abroad, who on
their return to their villages have built good pacca houses, well
\r;n_l.ilgthd and planned. There is every hope that their good
-:;K_p.:rpplc will soon be copied by the stay-at-home zamindars.
With the expenditure on better articles of dress and house-
hold furniture there is less money being wasted on jewellery.
This feature is especially noticeable in the case of dowries in
which the majority of articles are now presented with a view
more to use than to display.

Those of the village menials whose trade or habits are
qqq]?jgptiq;:nal;la live within the village site in smaller houses,
built originally on land given them by some owner under whose
prptgg;iuq they settled in the village. Carpenters are often
better housed, usually at the outskirts of the village, and are the
most comfortably offof all the village menials. But chukras,
chamars, and leather-workers haye an abadi for themselves at the
outskirts of the vyillage, being held unclean. Instances may be
met with where the owners have combined to take up cultivated
land ac considerable expense, and make it over to the chuhras
in order to provide these indispensable menials with a site at a
convenient distance, Oane of the most noticeable features of the
last few decades has been the movement of the village menials
from the villages to the towns. This has been especially noticeable
in the Tarn Taran tahsil and the new abadis which. have grown
up round Tarn Tarn and Amritsar town sre inhabitec mostly by
these kamins. With the political awakening among the masses
the menials haye, discovered that they are likely to fare better in
the towns than in the villages, There they can get
work for cash wages atd escape 8 lot of the drudgery
aud oppression they have to endure in the villages. They feel
more secure and more independent masters of their own fate,
Those who have remained in the villages have found their
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conditions improved as their scarcity value rises and the change in
their standards.of comfort has in some cases been more outstand-
ing than that of the landowners. During the depression of the
early thirties the position of the kamins remained comparatively
better than that of their masters because no change took place
in their customary wages. Their children have taken more
advantage of the educational facilities provided in the villages
than have the children of zamindars and this is again one of the
main reasons for their drift towards the towns, a drift which has
been hastened by the growth of industries in and near Amritsar.

The spread of education and the raising of the standards of
existing education in the villages has had the effect,” though it
may seem a contradiction in terms, of leaving the villages less
educated than before because every child who gets as far as the
eighth class considers the village is no place for him and goes
off to the towns to join the rank of the white-collared workers the
clerks in Government service, in banks, business houses and
factories. Never again do they wish to see their village with
its sordidness and heart-breaking manual labour. The better
side of villace life the healthy conditions under which farmers
work, the wholesome food and drinks they eat, are all forgotten
for the glamour of city life, even though the wages offered are
small, the rents heavy the accomodation limited, the food meagre
and expensive, and the standard of dress and social behavior to

be lived up to high. Village life is looked back to with contempt
" and the resolve is taken that their children at least will never

have to live the life of their forefathers. This attitude is. having
bad effects on both village life and the town population—the
villages are losing the persons who might impmv_e nu:}ditians of
village life and the towns are gaining 8 p_upulannn discontented
and in the second generation of poor physique and heal_th.

23. Almost every village, and, in large communities, every
patti has its guest-house, known as Dharmsala ;among .'Hln-dl.l:ﬂ,
or a8 & takia among Muhammadaps, This is in
charge of a sadhu, or ascetic, or, with Muhamma-
dans, of the village kasi, who also officiates in th? mosque.
Dharamsalas are always kept scrupulously clean, 531-:1 in most n_f
them a copy of the Granth Sahib, or sacred book, is kept. This

AMRITSAR DISTRICT]

Public buildings



74
AMRITSAR DisTicT.] [SecTiON A

is placed at & window, whence the sadhu in charge reads alond
to himself, or to those who care to listen. The Dharamsala is a
well-built strueture, and is often endowed with a small piece of
common land set apart for its maintenance, Muhammadan takias
are less pretentious, structures, and may be only a shed for travel-
lers, fortunate if it has a door. F ire to kept burning for those
who wish to emoke, and there may be a well. They are worth the
8mall endowments, allowed by Government for their support,
if only for the sake of preserving the shady trees which are the
especial care of the man in charge. The ruined tomb or khargah
of some. bygone saint, decked with flags and with a recess for a
small oil-lamp, will ofren be found beside it, and it is usually
close to the villa e mosque. Hiadu Juts who worship the saint
Sarvar Sultan keep up the dome-shaped makans which perpetuate
his memory, but these are indiflerently cared for. Shipalas or
Hindu temples are not found, save where there is a colony of
Hindu traders, but thakurdwaras are more common, In a few
villages Jogis, reverenced by Hindus and Muhammadans :ike,
have established an asthan or monastery,
24. The Hindus cremate their dead and send the bones to the
Ganges, and throw the ashes into the nearest river or stream,
Disposal of the ~ LD€ Arya Samajists are not very particular about
dead. this and throw even the bones of the dead into g
neighbouring stream or tank, They also perform the funeral
rites in a different way. But the number of such Hindus is
very small, and a majority stick to their traditional shastric Tites,
without the performance of which, ace-rding to their beliaf the
departed soul canuot find peace.

At the deathbed of & Sikh, the relations and friends console
themselves and the departing soul by reading Sukhmani or the
Fsalm of Peace. When death occurs, no loud lamentations are
allowed. Instead, Sikhs exclaim Wahigura, Wahiguru, (Wonder-
ful Lord). All dead bodies, whether these of children orof adults
are cremated. Where this cremation is not possible, it is permis.
sible to throw the dead body into the sea or river The dead
body is washed and clethed tcomplete with all the five symbols)
before it is taken out ona bier to the cremation ground, The
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procession starts after a prayer and sings suitable hymns on the
Wway. At the cremation ground the body is placed on the pyre
and the nearest relations light the fire. When the fire is fully
ablaze, some one reads Sohila and offers prayers for the benefit
of the dead. Then the peop'e come away, and leave the rela-
tions of the dead at their door, where they are thanked and
dismissed. The bereaved family, for the comfort of their own
souls as well as for the peace of the departed, start a reading of
the Holy Beok, which may be at their own house or at a neigh-
bouring Gurdwara. Friends and relations take part in it, and
after ten days they again come together when the reading :is
finished. The usual prayer is offered and Karah Parshad distri-
buted. The charred bones of the dead tegether with the ashes
are taken from the cremation ground and thrown into the nearest
river. Itis forbidden to erect monuments over the remains
of the dead, although monuments in their honour at any other
place would be quite permissible.

Muslims wash the bodies of the dead before burial, Prayers
are said for the good of the departed soul. After the third or
sometimes the fourth day, the rites of kul are performed,
passages of the Koran being read and the poor fel, The cere-
mony of chaliswan takes place in a very similar way to kul
after a period of forty days.

25. In the village polity social amenities are conspicuous

by their absence. The daily life of the ordinary eultivator is
rarely free from monotony and is a continuous

and tatieats  round of labour. Canal irrigation has made some
difference in this respect, enriching those who are

fortunate enough to obtain it, and allowing them to employ
menials as farm labourers, It has also reduced much of the
work on the wells, which is monotony itself. Local initiative
is wanting for making life in villages interesting and care-free.
The life of the womenfolk, particularly that of the housewife,
is equally monotonous and hard. She has not only to take
care of the children but has to cook food, spin yarn, take care
of the milch animals and to serve food at least twice a day to
the male members of the family outside in the fields. In 4
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district where nearly all the available waste has been broken
up, and grazing is scarce, the cattle are a comstant care. Some-
one hember of the family must always be at home to:cut the
fodder, chop it, and feed it to the working catde, for it is only
the miloh cattle and especially the buffaloes in milk, that are
looked after by the women. Of amusement they have few.
There is the fair at Tarn Taran at the end of each lunar month,
and the great fairs at Amritsar on the Dewali-and Baisakhi
holidays. ~After the day’s work is done the younger men may
be teen wrestling, competing at the long jump or with heavy
wobden weights neuwr the dharmsala or by the village gate.
Marriage festivals come round, and visits of condolence have to
be paid, but the:breaksin the round of labour -are few for the
men ‘and stillt fewer for the women,

The principal fairs are those held at the Baisakhi festival
in April and at the Dewali in Noyem ber, both at Amritsar cit§,
They were primarily religious fairs, but gradually the mectings
came to be utilised for the buying and selling of agricultural
stock, and now the fairs are the best known and most largely
attended in the province.. On these occasions all the bungas
or hospices, originally kept up round the tank of Durbar 8ahib
by leading famihes for the accommodation of their following
on the occasion ot their visits, and the semi-religions akharas,
or rest-houses, in the city are filled 1o overflowing, and represen-
tatives of every race in the Punjab and beyond its borders may
be seen, Special trains for the accommodation of the visitors 10
the fair are run,and all the main roads leading to Amritsar
city are crowded with the cattle being driven in for sale. Pach
fair lasts about ten days and during all that time the cattle are
cowing and going, Several other fairs are celebrated in the
district, all of & religious character. ~Of the monthly lunar
(amamwas) fairs held at Tarn Taran, the one in March and the
other in August are the most important and largely attached.
The buying and selling of stock at these fairs has also been
arranged, under the auspices of the District Board. Another
religious fair is held at the Ram Tirath tank at Kalar, on the
borders of the Ajnala and Amritsar tahsils, on the Gujranwala
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road. Thisis more a Hindu than a Sikh fair, and is largely
attended by Hindus from the city. Others again are held at
the Baoli Sahib, or sacred well, at Goindwal in September; at
the shrine of Gurin Angsd in Khadur Sahib, (bothin Tamn
Taran); and at Chheliarta and Baba Bakala in Amritsar tahsil.
The principal Muhammadan gathering is at Kotli Shah Habib,
the shrine of a saint near Ramdas in Ajnals, but there is
scarcely a single Muhammadan shrine to which the custodians
do not seek to add importanee, by the holding of & small local
gathering for their own or the saint’s profit.

The Dehat Sudhar fairs under the auspices of & mixed
committee of officials and non officials are becoming an instruc-
tive and interesting feature of the district. At these fairs
competitions in village games are held. The beneficent depart-
ments arrange exhibitions, which have considerable educative
value. Rural uplift dramas are stdged and the audience enter-
tained by songs on subjects of rural interest. In some villages
th2 committee has provided radio sets,

26. In Amritsar town cricket, hockey, volley-ball, tennis,
badminton and football are played. Much impetus was given
to thesé games by the institution of the Amritsar
(GGames Association founded in 1924 by Mr. F. H.
Puckle, I. C. 8., the then Deputy Commissioner. It provides
beautiful grounds for different games, runs tournaments and
stuges important matches In 1933 it had the responsibility
for the visit of the M.C.C. team and the staging of the first
international ericket match at Amritsar, [t built the Bhupindra
Pavilion with Stadiom and improved the Alexandra ground to
such a pirch as to merit the remark —*One of the best
cricket fields of the world” — from Mr. ‘Jardine the captain
of the M. C. C. team. The gzame was a unique success and left
a landmark in the history of Amritsar, making it one of the
centres in India for international games, In 1936 His Highness
the Maharaja of Patiala’s team of Australian cricketers provided
another great occasion.'

Recreation
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Recently on account of its €conomy in space and cost,
volley-ball has become very popular especially among the
commercial class of people and one will find volley-ball nets
pitched up morning and evening in different parts of the city.
Periodical tournaments are held by private clubs in this game.

Kabadi is very popular among the working classes and local
and inter-district competitions are held in jr.

The Amritsar District High Schools Tournament which s
held every winter in Amritsar under the auspices of the Head-

childreq,

In the district hockey, football, rugger-touch, volley-ball,
tug-of war, kabadi, jumps and races are popular, The middle
8chool t.urnament run in Amritsar by the district inspector of
schools and other ¢ Petitions held on the occasion of different
festivals and fairs by bodies like the Dehat Sudhar Committee
have very mych sdvanced the vause of Physical culture.

The local Boy 8couts Association has done much by discip-
lining the youths and creating in them the spirit of universal
brotherhood, service of mankind and love for games, wood.craft
and handi-crafis, First class bands are attached to ecout troops
which have Put greater life in schools by making the massed

modern - (ydents are. The play-for all movement which wag
introdueed in schools some ten years ago brought games withp,
the reach of all the students, ceatrary to tshe old Practice of
giving Edmes to the selected few. In games, scouting, and
Physical training the distriet is one of the leading districts of
the province, and in this there may be the seed of berer use
of the vitality of the People of the district, now so unfortunately
often direcred 1o dissipation and violent crime,

27- There are no names and titles peculiar ¢ the district ;

Nimes s Times THE ordinary Hindy and Muhammgdan Dames ip
e Use are found in all the Centra] Districts of the
Punjab



CHAPTER 11 —Economic,
SECTION A.-—Acmcm.mna.

560 square miles distri-
buted oyer 1090 estates in the three tahsils of Tarn Taran,

e Amritsar and Ajnala, Thege figures include the
urban areas, but facts and figures in this section

2. Seventy-five per cent of the rural ares js cultivated.
The decline which set in fifty years ago has continued. Sipce
Pttt s last settlement there has been no appreciable

d fference in the technically cultivated areg ; but
if, to eliminate impermanent variations, the area of new fallow
1s included in cultivation a loss of seven thousand acres becomes
apparent and it must also he remembered that the maintenance
of the technically caltivated area is due to an accretion of
nearly five thousand acres in the Sailab circle of Ajnala tahsi]
where an unfavourable river may wash it out in a single flood.

have lost nearly eight thousand acre. from deterioration of the
character discussed in chapter 1 Ajuala 15 the only tahsil where
cultivation has advanced since last settlement (half of it unstable
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3. They too are favoured by a much greater measure of
artificial protection from seasonal variations of rainfall. Ajnala
Trrigation. which led the district fifty years ago with 63 per
cent of its cultivated area irrigated has in the succeeding half
century improved this to 71 per cent only ; while Tarn Taran
which was then most backward with 47 per cent of cultivation
irrigated has outstripped the other tahsils and reached a point
whiere 81 pér cent of its cultivation is protected. In the same
period Amritsar tahsil has advanced from 52 per cent to 75 per
cent, and the district as a whole from 63 per cent to 77 per cent.

The main sources of irrigation are wells and canal. 38 per
cent of the cultivated area of the district depends on wells
(which do'4g percent of all irrigation) : 46 in Amritsar, 44 in
Ajnala and 26 per cent'in Tarn Taran, A declining use of wells
in face of the increaséd command of the canal was recorded at
last settlement. Now with a more clamant demand for some-
what inelastic canal supplies, wells are much more used. 13,508
masonry wells are at work in the district, 1,246 are idle. The
capacity of a ‘well is twenty cultivated acres with a variation
from twenty-two acres in the Tarn B3 'ar_nn and Amritsar tahsils
to' sixteen aciés in the Ajnala tahsil. The depth to water is in
the neighbourhood of 16 feet and the rising water-table of last
gettlement has fallen by a foot and a half. There are general
complaints of exhaustion to which better drainage and less rain
may have contributed 'and the use of pipes in wells to increase
their capacity which was unknown at last settlement is now
fairly general Thess figures exclude masonry wells below the
dhava in the Tarn Turan bet-33 at work and 19 idle with an
average capacity of 6 scres ; and of course all manual wells, an
unstable lotat present numbering 37 active which irrigate an
acre apiece,

Certain parts of the district to which reference has been
made i'n the assessment reports offer scope for a scheme of tube-
wells worked by electric power and elsswhere the Bailab and
Hithar circles of Ajnala fo: instance) it may be expedient to show
greater liberality in advances for the construction of wells,
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Thisis the more urgent as there can be little hope of
increased supplies of canal water and if the demand for it is to be
met in areas where well-water is brackish this, in the absence of
any scheme for the conservation of summer water to augment
the meagre winter supplies, can only be done by the substitution
of wells for the canal where the sub-soil water is sweet. Itis
significant that concern for better supplies of canal water thrusts
anxiety about an increase in land revenue to one side. Since
last settlement the authorised full supply of perennial channels
in which the district has an interest has been reduced by 7 per
cent which, on an almost unchanged area propesed for irriga-
tion, has increased the official duty of a cusec of water from 196
to 2t1 acres. Even less satisfactory however is the unnatural
and considerable variation in the duty of water from channel in
conditions of soil and sup»ly which are very similar, The credit
given to the canal in statistics for crops to which it may have
made a very small contribution and which it could certainly not
mature independently-where, for instance, it is desired to resta
well at a critical season or where dilurion of brackish well-water
is desirable, is misleading. This goes far to explain how nahri
area is maintained in face of a reduction of supply on a particular
channel. The cultivator gaily spreads canal water over an area
it was never intended to irrigate.

The rather different problems which arise on kharif channels
have been solved by decisions taken during reassessment. These
channels will no longer open for a rabi watering either in Decem-
ber or Mareh or in both months after their closure in October
but will confine themselves to their primary purpose without
datriment to the vested interests of irrigators on perennial
channels. The change in regime which this may force on some
irrigators has been recognised by very considerable reductions in
the rates which rabi crops will pay on these channels; by acceptance
of the principle that the charge will be a flat rate irrespective of
the crop sown and by a sugzestion of better Rharif supplies
these (in the duty expected of water) at present compare
unfavourably with country further north where the rainfall is
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greater. The revenue assessment need not be disturbed on
account of the changed regime.

The average annual demand on account of occupier’s rates

18 in the neighbourhood of fifteen and a half lakhs of rupees of

which Tarn Taran pays nine and Amritsar four lakhs. In

Tarn Taran tahsil this demand is half as much again as the land

revenue and over the district as a whole approximately equsl to
the expiring demand of land revenue,

Ajnala is the only tahsil dependent to any great extent on

ariver. Sailab cultivation on the Beas in Tarn Tarn tahsil is

only 2 per cent of the cultivated area and in

s NS Amritsar is insignificant. In Ajnala however 14 per

| cent of the cultivated area relies on the Ravi for
moisture. The silt of this river 1s notoriously fertile and good

sailab land produces very fine crops. But an overlay of sand
sometimes buries the good soil. There is also a feeling of
injustice abroad in the withdrawal above this di-trict of so much
l'h?i water for canals feeding other districts with no compensa-
Flnnl fin the way of regular irrigation of any kind in the valley
1selt,

1y per cent of the culiivated area of the di-trict, and as
much as 25 per cent in the Amuitsar tahsil, depends entirely on
rain for its moisture. The average annual rainfall has declined
from 23.14 inches at last settlement to 21.93 inches now, but the
loss has been in the monsoon for the winter rains of buth periods
are on a par, Averages are however apt to obscure facts and it
18 worth notice that in Tarn Taran tahsil where alone there has
been no appreciable change, the average annual rainfall for the
last ten years is five inches less thap it was in the first decade
of the period and the loss relatively greater in the winter than
in the monsoon. This tahsil also shows much the biggest renge
flf variation with as little as ten inches and as much as 4878
inches. The three tahsils are now much more on a par then
they used to be, Tarn Taran which at last settlement returned
an inch less than the other two tahsils being now slightly better

than eithe_r of them with 22'0g inches  Ajnala follows with 22'02
inches while Amritsar has fallen to 21 68 inches, Ot the district
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average of 21'93 inches, 16,3 inches are monsoon rain and 5°63
inches winter rain, It is commonly stated that an annual fall of
twenty inches of rain is enough to mature barani crops but the
bitter complaints of rainfall short in quantity and untimely in
season suggest that the Amritsar farmer either has not beard of
this or is not sufficiently scientific to take advantage of it.

5. There has been no progress worth record in the sown
area of the district. Amrissar tahsil shows some improvement;

Coiis Tarn Taran has been unstable: and in Ajnala
there has been no advance at all and the riverain
circles have been distinctly worse, But the quality of the
sown area has improved, for unirrigated sowings have fallen from
40 per cent of all sowings at last settlement to 26 per cent as the
new settlement average and 2x per cent in the latest quinquen-
nium. It is doubtless due to this greater security that the
diatrict owes its improvement in maturity which on average is
nearly fifteen thousand acres more a year than it was at last
settlement Tarn Taran tahsil alone of the three has no share
in this increase but like the others it shows improvement in the
quality of the acreage which in the district as a whole includes
scme 180,000 more irrigated acres than it did at last settlement.
8'5 per cent of the annual sown “area fails to mature—8°9 in
Tarn Taran, 7'3 in Amritsar, and g7 in Ajnala. At last settle-
ment the figures were ¢'8, g"2, 9* and 12°4.

The autumn harvest has advanced at the expense of the
spring inall tahsils and there have been some distinct changes
in the popularity of crops. While wheat is still the largest
single crop it has lost alot of ground since settlemeat us @
separate crop in Ajnala and in every tahsil a8 a mixed crop and
with it gram has also fallen from grace. Cotton shows the most
remarkable advance to favour (in this district 1t is almost
entirely desi) and cane and toria have also improved their hold.
On the whole the tendency has been towards cagh crops, The

percentage variation is shown in the following table:
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6. For the purposes of assessment the natural distinctions
of soil are ignored and differentiation based on irrigation or lack
of it, is regarded as adequate. The people however
recognise the following soils

Rohi :—land lying in or near a depression, which by reason
of surface water collecting, has become hard and
clayey.

Maira:—a firm level loam, often reddish in ocolour and
eusily worked.

Tibba :—soil much mixed with sand, which will not form
into clods, found in undulating ground and liable to be
blown into ridges.

Doshahi : —a somewhat indefinite term, used to describe
a s0il which is none of the other three, usually mingled
clay and sand.

Rohi, Soil give the heaviest yield, but requires moisture
steadily and constantly applied. In a very wet year it is liable
to become waterlogged, and the crops grown in it suffer accord-
ingly. In a very dry year or when the supply of artificial
ircigation fails, crops grown on it sacceed no better. Regular
and ample, but not excessive or deficient, moisture or irrigation
is reqnired. It is the soil most valued by the people, and is the
best for rice and other valuable irrigated crops. Maira is the
next in value, being a clean soil, easily worked and weeded, and
18 that most commonly met with in Amritsar., Excess or failure
of moisture works less harm to crops grown in it than to those
raised on Roli, and it is especially suited to maize and wheat.
Tibba is looked on ns an inferior soil, and on this the yield is
never heavy, It is not suited for irrigation as water travels
slowly on it. But it su-ceeds with less rainfall than either Rohi
or Maira and the more sandy it is, the less it suffers from
brought. Evaporation, so long as the sand is fine and not coarse,
tikes place slowly and it is therefore classed as a cool or Thandi
soil. But excessive rainfall is injurious, as it is apt to wash away
the soil from about the roots, while high winds on exposed
tracts may smother the plants in blown sund. Motk and gram
suit it best and melons succeed well enough in it. Doshahi is

Soll distintions,
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not easy to racognise. The people will describe their own roli
as doshahi when they wish for any reason to depreciate it or
will apply the term to their neighbour’s sandy soil, when they
have an object i making it out better than it really is. Ghawra
is a term applied to a mixture of clay and sand in the Ajnala
Bet, and rakkar to a poor shallow soil, with grey river sand at a
short distance below the surface, also most frequently met with
near the rivers. Such a soil needs a long rest, and ample and
timely rain, and is apt to be infested with rats. Kheba is used
to describe a thick layer of recent alluvial mud, loose in texture,
left by the receding of river floods, which has not had time to
settle and harden and goiva means the artificially manured belt of
land round the village site, snd the soil found in 1t,

These distinetions are not, however, of the same importance
in this district, as they are in others, owing to the prevalence of
canal irrigation, and the zamindars only apply them to barani
lands. The four branches of the canal, which traverse the
district from North-east to Southewest command practically
" the whole country between the high bank of the Beas and the
Sakki mala in Ajnala. The only tracts that receive no irrigation
from the canal are the part of Ajnala between the Sakki and the
Ravi and that portion of the Amritsar tahsil, which lies north of
the Grand Trunk road and between the Patui Rohi and
Kasur Nala, In the latter tract there is much sandy undulating
soil but almost every villlage possesses a ¢hak of rich well land.
The Kasur branch of the canal crosses this part of the district
but no distributaries are taken out of it till ir reaches the Grand
Trunk road  Of the 356 estates in Tarn Varan tahsil zgo receive
perennial irrigation, 29 khavif supplies and 15 a mixed supply while
only 22 get no canal water at all. In Amritsar tahsil as many as
139 out of 387 get no canal water while 122 have perennial
supplies, 105 Akharif supplies and 21 & mixed supply. Ajnala
tahsil is least fortunate for 198 of its 347 estates have no canal
irrigation. (7 of the 149 which areirrigated get khasif supplies

only, The Urban and Suburban circles have been included in
this analysis.
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7. The system of cultivation pursued in the distriet will
be best deseribed by considering it with reference to whether
the crop is grown with or without the help of
Systemsof jrrigation. The district is classed as submontane,
and the greater part of it is secure against very
gerious failure of either the summer or winter rains, but the
certainty of each harvest is still further secured by ample
irrigation, both from privately constructed wells and from state
canals, This irrigation also admits of superior staples, such as
sugar cane, cotton, maize and rice being grown, and enables a
far larger area to be put nnder wheat than would be the case if
the cultivator had to depend on rain alone.
8. To take barani cultivation first. The agricultural year
begine with the kharif harvest, or,say, from the 15th of June,
i | BaJoYd this, while the rabi harvest is ripening. or
cuitivation in the month of March, the arrangements for the
next year are usually made, and men who have not enough land
of their own for their needs have entered into agreements for
the lease of lands belonging to others for the coming year. But
whether the cultivator be owner or tenant, he has to take
advantage of what rain falls, during the months of May and
June, to plongh what barani land he intends tosow in the
kharif. When the first heavy fall of rain occurs in July the
land is ploughed again, and when ready, is fown with great
millet ( jowar ) mixed with pulses, such as moth or mung, or
both. From this the cultivator expects to get some grain for
himself and family, but chiefly fodder for his cattle. The crop
is reaped in November and the fodder is stacked for use in the
winter months. The amount of grain obtained from the jowar
depends on the season, and on whether it is sown thick or thin,
A good head of grain will only be obtained if it is sown sparsely.
1f the land is sandy and too light to support the heavy stalks
of millet, pulses alone are sown. Moth leaves make excellent
todder, and are brovght up in the district by the Gujar cow-
keepers of the city, but cannot take the place of millets, a fact
which puts the proprietors of sandridge villages at some dis-
advantage. After the kharif or sawam: crop has been reaped,
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the land lies follow for two harvests, ora full twelve months,
but is ploughed ' whenever rain allows this to be done, especially
in July and August, Then in October or November, it is sown
with mixed wheat and gram, the proportion of wheat being five-
eighths, or it may be two-thirds, of the whole. But the propor-
tion depends a good deal on whether good rain has fallen just
before sowing time, If it has, the prop-rtion of wheat is
inecreased. According to the character of the winter season, the
wheat or the gram succeeds best. If the winter rains are short
or untimely, the gram comes up better than the wheat; if plenti-
ful, the wheat is farthe better crop. In parts of the district
rape (sarson) is sown in diills, wide apart, among the wheat
and gram. This crop isreaped in April, the rape being cut
separately, unless it has already been pulled up green for fodder,
and the wheat and gram are cut together. In intedded for
home consumption, they are threshed together; if the wheat is
to besold, itis winnowed out. Harvest operations last till
the beginning of June afier which, if all goes well, the land
i8 ploughed as abeve stated for the kharif crop of jogar. This
is the ordinary rotation on bharami lavds, and is ‘rarely
departed from. No cultivator will put all his land down with
either a Rharif or rabi crop, but the barani land is cropped in
alternate blocks, that on one side of the village being under
wheat and gram (known as berrera) and the other being in its
second season of fallow. Thus it never happens that the whole
barani land of a village is under crop in one season. Nor will
a tenant, if he can help it, arrange to take, in one season, only
land whose turn it is to be cropped in kharif ocn rabi. He
will take some fields in which sccording to the rotation he can
sow jowar or pulses, and others in which he can, when the rahi
comes round, sow wheat and gram. When in any season the
rains fail, and the ecrop is either not sown at all, or is sown and
withers, the rotation is of course thrown out, and a catch erop
is put in out of tu.n, but it is not ofter that matters are so had
as that. The agriculturists have by this time learnt the use of
harrows and find these very useful implements to break erost

from the newly sown aress if and when sowings are followed



89

AMRITAR DisTRICT] [SEcTiON A,

by showers of rain. They are also aware that preparation of
mulch by breaking the surface conserves moisture, The use
of various kinds of implements is getting popular for the con-
servation of moisture.

9. On well lands the staple crops are maize, cotton, cane,
wheat, rabi fodders and vegetables, The three first will
Ao S generally be found occupying fields lying close to
tioa on wells. the well, so as to admit of their being watched, and

for economy of waterin the hot season, Not that wheat is
confined to the more distant fields, for the three crops named
by no means take up all the land within easy reach of water.
Rotations are not very strictly observed, but it may be taken
as @ rule, that caneis putin, either in land which has been
specially kept fallow for a year (varial) or in land which has
borne maize or cotton in the previous kharif, and has given a
crop of trefoil fodder (semji) in the spring. Berseem and shaftal
are steadily replacing senji as rabi fodders. Ratooning of
sugarcane is becoming a general practice. After the cane comes
wheat. Toria, alate autumn oilseed, may be put in on the
wheat stubble. But much land on the wells will be kept for
wheat alone, with a fallow between each crop, the succession
being broken by a kharif crop to prevent exhaustion. 'Ihisis
more common in parts of Tarn Taran, where cane is less grown.
In the interval between the reaping of the rabi (March or April)
and the sowing of the maize in July or August, when nothing
else but the young cotton and cane will be growing on the well
lands, some of the fields will always be taken up with melons,
or with chari, the name given to green jowar, grown for fodder.
This last is not allowed to ripen but is fed to cattle mixed with
chopped wheat stiaw (bhusa). In parts of the district where
yohi land is ocmmon rice is grown on the wells, sometimes
alternating with wheat. This is found in Ajnala chiefly, north
of the Sakki mala. But the yield is never so heavy as that of
rice on canal lands. The cultivation of well lands is neat and
careful, the limits of the fields are seldom changed except that
they are subdivided, and the land is economised to the utmost.
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Usually the cane crop is the only one which is fenced with
thorn branches stuck in the ground all round it, but the paths
by which the cattle passto and from the well are nearly always
edged or protected by banks of earth topped with thorn or
cactus. The old type of wooden persian wheel has generally
given way to the improved iron model,

10. Canal cultivation is less tidy. Rice, maize, cane, and
wheat are the chief crops grown, and to s less extent cotton,

Caltivation of  Dubton the rice stubbles thereis a good desl of
(analirtigated  barley, of the pulse known as massar, as well as
senji, shaftal and berseem, crops which need con-

stant and ample waterings. There is less adherence to rotation
on nahri than on chahi lands, more double cropping, less
manuring, aad on the whole less careful and more varied culti-
vation. Much canalland is kept for rice alone, unless, during
the rabi, gram or one of the three stubble crops above men-
tioned is put in. But these are quite subordinate to the rice
crop : the charges on account of canal water are too heavy to
admit of the land being wholly given up to the growing of
inferior crops, Canal irrigation brings in large returns with a
smaller expenditure of labour than well irrigation. The people
like it on account of the saving in labour, and the certainty
of the crop, though there*is the disadvautage of not always
getting water when most required, and of having to submit
to more official interference, Once committed to taking canal
water on a certain area of land, it is hard to go back and revirn
to any other system, when the wells have been thrown out of
gear, and the land has hardened so that barani cultivation
wonld yield but a small return. On the whole, the peopls
wiil generally say that a well, in good working order, well
equipped with strong cattle, watering an average area of, say
16 to 20 acres, and with soil of average fertility, not too fnrr
from the sources of manure will yield as good. if not a better
return than an aqual area of averaga canal land. .
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11. Sailab crops are not of very great importance, Much
depends on how the village has been treated by the river and
on the nature of the «ilt deposited. Sugarcans
is grown to the extent of 1200 acres on this land,
but is not of & very good quality. Cotton and rice are not much
grown, but maize, despite its liability to suffer from excessive
moisture occupies about 1300 acres. Maize, bajra and sugar-
cane are the principal autumn crops, and wheat, barley, mixed
wheat and gram and melons the principal rabi staples, wheat
being far the most important. About 16,000 acres of sailab
wheat are raised yeirly. Manure is rarely applied, for the
silt itself is fertilising, and it is not often that more than one
crop is taken off the same land in a year, or, if it is taken, it is
not such as to exhaust the land.

12. A considerable part of the cattle dung is used for
fuel, being preferred for cooking purposes to wood, which also
is too valusble to be used for burning. Wood is
burnt on the funeral pyre and sometimes in brick
kilns, but the rest of it, excluding shade trees, is only sufficient
for the making and repair of agricultural implements, roofing,
well tackle, hedging and the like. The manure used consists
of the remainder of the cattle dung, mixed with ordinary farm
yard and house sweepings, and refuse fodder and litter. The
goira or land near the village site naturally receives a fertilising
supply of night soil, the habits of the people in this respect
being primitive, but it is not always that thisis deposited on
the cnltivated land. The lanes and waste land within easy
reach of the village are wsuslly foul with night soil, which it is
no oune’s business to remove. Efforts to have the manure
pitted in properly made pits have found some sueccess in
advanced villages. The Agricultural staff, the Rural Recon-
struction staff, the Sanitary Inspectors and the Officers of the
Agricultural Department have impressed upon the villagers
the necessi'y of keeping their manure in pits, and away from
their residences. The burning of dung cakes is reduced but
not altogether stopped. The use of artifictal manures has
become well known to the cultivators, but due to the heavy

Sailab,

Manare
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price these are used only in gardens and for growing vegetables
at limited places, From the manure heaps round the village
the stufl is carted on to the fields and the well land receives
the most of it. Maize, cane, and cotton are always manured,
and sometimes wheat, but this crop more often follows other
manured crops and so is benefitted indirectly., Tobacco is most’
carefully maoured in Muhammadan villages and Arains may
be seen heaping it up round each stalk of the plant.

13. On the total cultivated srea of the district, (732186
acres. 911647 acres of crops are sown annually. Of these 8 5
percent fail and 8,34,100 acres come to maturity.
3’;;3;! In other words on eah 100 acres of cultivation
about 114 acres of crops are raised. The percqu-

tages for the three tahsils and the district are as follows :—

Percentage of sown area

1

Perceatage of total culti-

* wated area harvested in Cultivated failed in
Tahsil, area in —_—
acres H | ’
kharil | rabi | total kharil | rabi total
- PEEL TR | - -
r | .
Tara Taran ... | 39 B | us 3,07,375 89 &3 58
Amritsar ... | & | 72 116 | 2,59 453 84 | 67 73
Ajmaia .. | m ] 75 109 165358 | 14 | 80 | o7
District ... i 39 [ 75 | w4 | 73288 | 98 | 78 | ss
| ' ' I

14. The plough used by the people is a very simple
instrument made entirely of wood, with the exception of the
Agricultaray  COUlter which is supplied by the village black-
E:P::;m Liind unith as part of the work for which he receives a

harvest wage in kind. Both the hal and hallar
are used, the latter always in the Manjha and throughaut the
district in new and heavy land, the former in most of Amritenr
and Ajoala. The hallar is of the same nature as the munna,
which is used in the Doaba, butis not quite so heavy. The
whole is so light that it conld be easily carried on a man's
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shoulder, Practically, the whole apparatus consists of only
four parte, (1) the wooden yoke {panjal) which lies across the
neck of the bullocks behind the shoulder hump, and which is
kept in its place by four vertical bars (the outer ones or arlis
moveable and the inner ones or mattias immovable), fitting on
to the lower cross bar under the neck; (2) the beam or pole
fastened to the yoke with a piece of leather termed mara and
fitting into (3) the iron shod sole which does the work, and (4)
an upright handle with which the plonghman does the guiding.
When returning from work the beam is loosed from the yoke,
reversed and hitched over it (harmali karna) by the coulter,
Land is often ploughed ten or twelve times for valuable crops,
snd the eu'tivation must be very rough when the ploughing is
done only once, The field may be ploughed in sections up and
down or in narrowing circles, beginning round the edge of the
field, but the turn is invariably to the left (the course followed
in the track round the well wheel) and the bullocks are so used
to this that they could hardly be made to turn to the right.
Three or four plonghs may often be seen at work in one field,
each following the other (but in a different furrow) when it is
wished to t ke immediate advantage of the state of the ground
and get the seed in at the right time. The people often doa
day’s work in this way for a neighbour, the obligation being
retuined some other time, As the object is to disintegrate the
soil, without turning it up and exposing it to the air more than
is neceseary, the ploughing is never deep, a few inches sufficing,
especially in sandy land. Still it is hard work in stiff land,
with the emall confined fields into which the ground is divided,
for the bullocks are often imperfectly trained, and are guided
only by the frequent application of the parani or oxgoad, some-
times furnished with a lash of strips of leather.

A few farmers use improved ploughs of the Meston and
Hindustan types and those who do not own one try to borrow
as they appreciate the improvement in working the land.
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Ploughing is succeeded on most soils by working over
the gronud with the fiat levelling beam or sohaga, which crushes
the clods and flattens the surface to keep the

P sy moistura in, thus leaving as smsll a surface
exposed top the sun as poasible, If the seed has been sown the
sohaga covers it in the furrow. Two yoke of oxen are harnessed
tothe sohaga all four abreast, and a man is required to each
yoke, They ride standiog on the sohaga to weightit down,
steadying themselves, and encouraging the cattle, by holding
on to the tail. Fields which are intended for rice cultivation,
arg ofien worked over with what is called a kaddo instead of
the sohaga. This is a flat beam with six or seven nails protru-
ding from it. The nails tear up the land while the heavy heam
crushes the clods and flattens the surface in the same way as
the sohaga does. Only sandy soil can be broken uo» when it is
dry. Other soils require to be moistened with rain, or artificial
flooding, before they can be properly ploughed. The state of
the ground when it is neither too wet nor too dry to be workeil
ia known as watgr. Btiff rice land is even ploughed when there
are two or three inches of water standing on it, and this is real
hard work for the cattle. But on maira so’l, rter sufficient
plouhing has been done, the seed is sown either broadcast or
with a drill (por), a bell-mouthed bamboo tube tied to the
handle of the plough, Tf the sowing he broadcast the sohaga
is used to cover the seed; if through a drill, the heel of the sole
of the plough, which lies behind the mouth of the por efficts
this, But the sohagga is always used on well land for seed
covering  After this, on well and canal lands, the ground has
to be divided into compartments or kiaris for convenience of
watering. 'l his is done with a rake (jhandra) fitted with broad
wooden teeth, on the same plane as the handle, and worked by
two men, one of whom guides the handle, and the other, facing
him, pulls by & rope, fastened to near the junction of harndle
and blade. This ia used ‘o make temporary water channels
(ar or ad) but the main chanpels for well water are kept for
years untouched, so as to leave them firm, aud save waste of
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water, They are even weeded, to keep them clear of grass and

secure a flow. These compartments are raked off as a finishing
touch after the seed is sown,

Other implements in general use are the kohari or
(¢} Other common axe for cutting wood and the toksa, an axe

AMploDI. o chopper with a long handle fitted with an iron
blade about 8 inches in length : it is used for cutting up jowar

stalks for fodder. Wheun fitted with a lightar blade and a longer
handle, it is known as a gandasa or chhawi and was used for
cutting branches for ‘hedging. Tts possession has now been
made illegal under the Arms Act and the kohari is very generally
used instead for hedging purposes. Reaping is done with a
small toothed sickle called a datri, which requires frequent
sharpening of the teeth, as they get worn down very quickly,
snd for weeding a short-handled spade or ramba is used, the
cultivator going through the field in a sitting position and
digging out the weeds between each plant. The gandalais a
stick shod with iron, which is used for digging narrow deep
holes, into which hedging-stakes are placed, and is a handy tool
on house-bre aking expeditions. The kahi or mattock is an
indispensible i nplement, and at some times of the year is the
one most often in the cultivator’s hands. It is used for all kinds
of digging or shovelling earth and even for stubbing up roots.
The parlu,a heavy wooden roller, is only met with in parts of Tarn
Taran, where there are wide stretches of hard baran: land and is
used to crush clods in hard maira land instead of the sohara,
A heavy wocden mallet is used for beating out munj to produce
rope. The sa/pang is & wooden fork with two prongs, eomething
after the fashion of a piteh-fork, with whieh the Jat gathers
heaps of the prickly malha or thorny dwarf ber for hedging and
for cattle enclosures round the wellsa When fitted with more
than two prongs it is used to gather the loose etraw and grain
on the threshing floor (pir) and to toss it when wetted by the
rain. The sheaves of wheat are lifted by hand and not wath
the fork. Chhar, a long stick with a hooked blade at the edge
of it, is nsed bv goat herds or shepherds for cotting branches
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from high trees. The leather blinkers, which are placed over
the bullocks’s eyes when working a Persian wheel, are called
khopa, Threshing is done ou the hard beaten gtound, on which
the crop is spread out; the thresher (phalla) is then dragged
round by two bullocks, till the grain is extracted from the husk.
Winnowing baskets, which are called chhajj, are made of the thick
stalks of the sirkanda grass by Chuhras snd Mahtams ; they are
filled with the broken straw, husks and grain and emptied in
the air, the action of the wind separating the heavy grain from
the blusa or chaff. The trangli, or fork, which saves time and
labonr, is alsn used for winnowing,

16. Thirty thonsand, seven hundred and sixteen persous
are returned in the census of 1931 as farm
servants or field-labourers. Bo many land-owners
of the distriet, especially of the Tarn Taran tahsil are away on
military service that hired labour is required on a comparatively
large scale for the reaping of the spring harvest and also part of
the rice crop. The precise extent to which hired labour is
employed is v Ty difficult to estimate, varying as it does largely
_ from yesr to year. A severe outbreak of plague coinciding with
the ripening of the wheat harvest means that labour must be
imported from elsewhere and liberally paid. 1t was calculated
that in Tarn Taran roughly about one-fourth to one-thiid of
the area under rabi cereals has to be cut by hired labour ; in
Amritsar tahsil the proportion is much lower. The employ-
ment of village menials as agricultural labourers and the systen
of payment in kind to them is discussed later on in this chapter
nnder the head of wages.

Hired labourers,

16. The comparative importance of the principal crops

has been tabulated earlier in this section, The

(o Wheat °P%  chief among the rabi crops is wheat. It is the
principal staple of the district, On irrigated

land it is grown unmixed, but on baram lands it s
usuully grown mixed with gram, the proportion being about
5 of wheat to 3 of gram. ihe mxture 18 known as berrisa,
Both wheat aud berrera are sown in October or November, the
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brrrera generally rather before most of the wheat on irrigated
lands, The barani crops do well enough without rain up to
Christmas, if there has been the proper amount of moisture on
the soil at eowing time. But, by Christmas, rain is expected,
if only to keep down the ravazes of the white ants, which do
the crop much harm. After good rain in January and February,
not much more is required in March and the crop is ready for
biarvesting by the beginning of April. The wheat on well and
canal lands is later, but with them the harvest is geldom
delayed after the 15th April. Threshing and winnowing oper-
ations take a long time, and it is often the beginning of June
before the whole crop bas been cut, carried, threshed and taken
home.

Several kinds of wheat are grown. Bince last settlement,
low-yielding types have been replaced by the better types
recommended by the Agricultural Department. Type Crosa
591, the current besk type. is now prominent in the district
along with Punjab 8-A. Cross 518 is also being introduced on
rich land. Vadanak is rarely seen. The beardless type is found
on the lands of some conservative farmers,

The land is always carefully prepsred for wheat, ploughed
whenever an opportunity occurs "during the half-year preceding
the sowing, and flattened out and pulverised with the sohaga.
Little, if any, weeding is required on irrigated land, except
when the bughat weed appears. Other weeds make no head at
that season of the vear, but if it is a wet spring the natural
clover (maina). which is found in highly irrigated tracts, is apt
to choke and obstruct the plant at a time when no weeding is
possible, Pohli weed grows abundantly along with the wheat
and has beconie a general puisance. Constant drives for ont-
ting and burning it are making the farmer pokli conscious but
he is still slow in following official advice,

The wheat grain is gerarated from the straw and chaff in
the well-known primitive way which has been followed by the
people for centuries. The sheaves are heaped up close to the
smooth bit of hard ground selected for a threshing floor. A
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sheaf is about as much as a man can carry as a head load, and
will yield from 12 te 18 seers of grain. A number of sheaves
are loosed aud spresd out round a stake driven into the grouud.
To this stake the muzzled oxen, three or four abreast, are
fastened aud round it they tramp, beating out the grain with
their feet, or to hasteu the process, dra, ging alter them a rough
arrangement of wcod and brushwood, ehaped like a raft, and
weeighted with clods or lumps of fused brick from the kiln-
Gradually the grain is scparated, and is then winnowed from
the chaff by being allcwed to fall from the chajj or basket held
sloft by the winnower. In May there is generally a Lot wind
blowing at some part of the day, which helps the process, and
the hotter and fiercer the wind the sonner is the harvest ng

ended. Damage may occasionally be done, especially if the
~ harvest be late, by un imely thunder showers. If repesated the
showers swell the grain, make it sprout iu the sheaf, and blacken
the bhusa. But fortunately they are exeepionsl, for April and
May are dry months. The brolen straw or bhusa is carefully
stored in a sheltered place near the well, in conical etacks,
neatly thatched with a par: -f the straw which ha. buen left
long, and et apart on purpose, This is the main dry fodder
for the working cattle during the next winter. The bhusa is
raked cut thronsh a small hole at the foot of the stack until the
latter falls in  The grain is taken away by potters on their
doznkeys to the village where it is stored in kothis or granaries
for sale, or in bkarolas for household use,

Gram (chole) forms part of the crop already described
under the name of berrera, is wlio grown alone on
sandy lands without irrigation, and appears as a
second crop on rice stubbles, or on fields which have borue a
summer crop of chari or green jowar. It does not require
careful cultivation, but like most spriug crops needs to be first
sown in fairly moist ground to germinate well It is harvested,
if grown alone, about the same time as barley, but hefore the
bulk of the wheat., It is a hardy plant in most respects, and is
only liable to damage in poor soils when rain holds off for long
in early spring, when high winds with dust oceur at blossoming

(b) Gram.
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time in March, or when there 18 a long spell of demp, cloudy,
thundery weather. Of late years it hes suffered greatly from
blight which dries up the plant before the grain matures, A
blight-resistant variety (F-8) is being introduced. Gram may
also be thrown back, when the shoots are jnst coming throungh
the ground, if light showers, 1ollowed by hot sun, cake the
surface of the maira soil, In such a case there is nothing for it,
but to break mp the crust with the sohaga, or even resow the
field. The growth of maira is also specially injurions to gram
sown on rice stubble. The young plants make excellent food
for horses when ocut green in March or early April, and the
grain is well known as a ford for both horses and cart bullocks.
The improved type 7 which is yellow is replacing the old
grey gram,

Rice is grown about equally in all three tahsils, slightly
less in Tarn Taran than in the others, the lighter
soil of that tahsil not favouring it so much. The
soil suited to rice is limited in extent, for putting aside the
emall area grown on the wells in the Ajnala Hithar, the soil
must be rohi, or very nearly so, and it must have canal water.
Given these two conditions the Amritsar Jat will grow rice
wherever he possibly can, and will grow it year after year, The
plant'is known all through the district as jhoma, whatever the
variety grown The old low-yielding rice is giving jlace to
better types such as Jhona 348, Basmati 370 and Palman Sufaida
246. In May and June the land devoted to rice is flooded and
plouched. Nothing short of saturation will make the stiff clay
rice-land fit fur the plough . he best rice is transplanted from
n irseries (paniri), but & great deal is sown broadcast, Lawen
and bhijm are the terms em ploved for the two processes. The
former certainly gives a larger yield. Chaogars and Purbias are
employed to do this work. Rice requires constant and ample
watering and does best, while growing, when it is kepr standine
in two or thres inches of water, but not after itis in ear. A
failure of rain or canal water in August is especially injurious.
It is reaped in Octobers and ripens verv quickly. The grain
is very loose in the esr when ripe, and in estimating the yielp

{¢) Rice.
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the amount that is dropped during harvesting or shaken out by
high winds has always to be allowed for, as well as shrinkage
in weight as the grain dries. The grain is either trodden ont
in the usual way by oxen, or flogged ont by hand, the labourer
bringing the shesf down on the edge of a small clay trough.
Tt is the one crop to which a small admixture of kalar in the soil
does no great harm, rarher the reverse it is said. The straw
ig of little use, cattle only eating it if they can get nothing else,
which is seldom the case at the time of rich harvest. Consequ-
ently in rice villages mnch of the straw or parali is left out in
the fields till far into the winter and is spoilt. The coarser kinds
are known as dhain aud kharsu. The former is grown in the
beds of drainage linesy and the latter in the moist alluvial lands
on the rivers, They are of little value or importance,

Maize used to be more grown on the wells than on

canal lands, but average of ihe selected years
taken at the recent seitlement shows that nearly
52 percent of the area covered by this crop is canal irrigated,
while barely 87 per cent is chahi. The change has probably been
been brouht about by the greater certainty in the supply ot
canal water, as maize needs, besides careful cultivatiun, hocing
and weeding, constant but moderate supplies of water. It
forms the principal autumn staple of the Trans-Sakki villages,
where it 15 still chiefly a chahi crop. Itis known as makki or
makeiy and at least three kivds are geown, the one with the red
grain being the commonest, next the wbite grained, and lastly
the Lahori which has & very short stalk. ihw ground is carefully
prepared and the seed is sown at the end of the second weck 1u
July. ‘The area sown ranges from forty to fifty thousand acres.
It 1s liable to damage by birds and jackals, and raised platforms
are made when the crop is ripening on which the watchers sit to
scare off the birdse, Severe damage from the maize-borer
gencrally confined to the crop sown in July or early August Las
popaularised sowing late in August. It &is reaped in October
and November, What has been said about the grain of rice
drying and losing weight applies also to maize. The grain has

{d) Maize,
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to be beaten out of the cobs or challis with a heavy stick. The
core of the eob is used as fuel. The straw is chopped and fed to
cattle, but is not good fodder, and where there 15 much of 1t,
it is often left ont and <poilt by damp and heavy dews. It used
to he a common practice to take a canal watering for the maize
just before it was reaped, pull up the stalks cut of the saturated
ground, and put in a crop of semji at once. This got a good
start in the richly manured land and the cultivator escaped
paying water-rates for the semji crop, But under tlie present
scale of water-rates wadh or stubble waterings are separately
charged for,

Cotton is grown both on well and canal lands, but
succeeds better on the former. It is now the
most important of the kharif crops. 1ts popularity
is dfie to t e fact that it involves comparatively little labour,
as two ploughings and four waterings will produce a very fair
yield. As a rule, it is only weeded twice and does not receive
much, if any, manure. Sowing in lines is still uncommon.
Cucnmbers, melons, chillies, and even thinly sown stalks of
millet fodder are grown in the same field by the Ajpala culti-
vators which makes it very diffienlt to estimate the outturn of
eotton, Desi cotton is geveral, the area under American varieties
being very small TImproved Mollisoni has replared the old
mixtures Picking will begin in September and last through
D-cember. This is done by the women and children of the
family, nnless seclusion of women is the custom. When
the leaves drop, and the last picking, which is by custom allowed
tothe (huras, has token place, the sticks are cut down close
to the root and used for roofing purposes, or are wattled to ferm
the enclosing sides of dung carts and shelters for chopping
fodder Semji is almost always sown in among the cotton, about
the time of bursting of the pods. The largest area of cotton
is grown in Tarn Taran, mainly on canal lands, About half the
area of unirrigated cotton is also grown in that tahsil. Here the
yield is more uncertain still, and inequalities in the soil cannot
be corrected by the application of manure. The area under
barani cotton fluctuates much and depends largely on whether

{8} Cotton.
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there has bheen good rain in February. That under irrigated
cotton i3 very stable from year to vear.

The cultivation of sugarcame has increased greatly since
the settlement of 1911 when 16700 acres were
under this crop, as compared with 2600) acres
now, About half the area cultivated is in the Amritsar tahsil,
After repeated ploughings the soil is ready for the reception of
the seed in March or April, when the seed canes, for which
about a twentieth of last year’s crop is require!, are uncarthed
from the pit, in which they have lain buried for three or four
months, cut into lengths of about nine incher, and placed in the
highly pulverised soil. The young erop needs constant watch-
ing, watering and weeding during the months of extreme heat
which follow until the rains break, and during any temporary
ceasation of the rains, until the crop is ready for cutting, water-
ing has to be given ﬂeaﬂlﬂy. The canes are, as a rule, carefully
fenced, and except in the Ajnala Bet the land receives a qnantity
of manure, both before planting and afterwards as top dressing.
Cutting begins in December in the Ajnala Bet, and is carried
on in January and Febrvarv in the rest of the district. In a
wet season the canex may stand unent in March or even April,
but if as lats as this they are worth little and ars largely f-q
to cattle The canes are stripped of leaves, and when cut. are
from three to five faet long, wh-n thev are passed through the
velna which 18 generally a th ee-roller sugarmill The juice is
boiled in shallow iron pans in the gurial or boiling house and is
generally sold by tha cultivator in the form of gur in lumps or
roris weighing about a round and a half each., Shatar is 1w
commonly  prepared. Further Trefinement is  not ofren
attempted, nor is there mach manufacture of rab, except in the
upper part of the Nahri circle of Amritsar, and there only in the
best viliages. Five kinds of cane are grown., Paunds of two
varieties, known as Juollunduri and Sabaranpori) is a thick
heavy cane, grown principally near the city, where it is heavily
mavured from the city sweepings, Tt is also found i s fow
Upper Manjha villages of the Tarn I'aran tahsil and in the best
villages of the Nahri and Uthar circles of Ajusla,

(f} Sugarcane,

It is not
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ptessed for juice but eold for chewing by halwair or sweetmeat-
stllers, The canes grown on an acre will fetch Rs. 300/- or even
Rs. 850/- but the cost of cultivation (plonghing, trenching,
watering, weeding, manure and watching) is enormons, While
the paunda is young, vegelables (generally leeks or eggplant,
known as bhaingan) are grown on ridges in the same land, the
cane growing among them, but the vegetables are off the ground
before the cane attains any height. Katka, a thin red hardy
cane is far the commonest kind grown throughout the districs,
Kanis a thicker cane, of a whitish colour, with a broader leaf,
requiring les: weeding it is said but much water, It requires
more water than can be given from an ordinary well.
The other two are teru and dhaulu of a value about midway
between kao and katha. The former of the two is not often met
with, bcing more grown in Sialkot, but dhaulu is a good cane
and is often grown mixed with katha. Sometimes after the
canes have heen ocut down, the land is weeded, manured and
watered, and the plants are allowed to sprout again for what is
called a mudhi crop, but the yield of this is small, probably not
more than half that of a planted crop. Tmproved verieties
(Coimbators 285, 223, 312 and 213) are being introduced.
Their outturn is much higher and their ratooning value better
with consequent reduction in cost of cultivation. Cane growing
is not a special feature of the district asitisin Hoshiarpur,
Jullondur and part of Gurdaspur. The gross value of the
outturn is large, but the plant occupies the ground for at least
a twelve-month, or even a year and a half, if the time spent
in preparing the ground is taken into account, and the labour
and cost of cultivating it and extracting the juice are preat,
It is purely a revenue crop: very little of the produce finds its
way tfo the cultivator’s family, or escapes being tarned into
cash.

The amount of barley grown varies very much from
year to year ranging between twelve and twenty
seven thousand scres; it i3 more grown in Ajnala
and Amritsar than in Tarn Teran. It is raised with and with-
out irrigation, by itself or mixed with gram, but rarely with

(g) Barley.
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wheat, and sometimes on the stubble of rice. It does not seem
to exbaust the land so much as wheat, and, ripening quickly,
it is off the ground early in April, making room sometimes for
a melon crop. When rain has held off in late autumn, and the
rabi crop is shorter than usual, advantage is taken of the first
Christmas rains to put in a crop of barley, Wheat would never
thrive if put in 8o late, but barley is a convenient catch erop.
On small plots on wells it is sometimes cut green for fodder and
if allowed to ripen, it is not unusual to pluck the ears while the
crop is standing and thresh out the grain by itself. The
standing straw is then cut down and used for ; thatching
stacks of bhusa. On well lands it is usual to allow the Chuhra
who works on the well to sow a row of barley at the ed ge of the
wheat ficlds and especially close to the water-course
Jowar is universally grown and covers a large area; in
the crop returns it is concealed under fodder.
() This makes comparison with earlior years impossi-
ble. The cultivator rarely hopes to obtain any grain from the
jowar and the almost universal custom is to cut it all us fodder,
only the small qantity sown to fence in the maize ficlds being
allowed t» ripen to provide seed. Thus he does not depend on
Jjowar grain for food throughont the winter like the cultivator
in some distriets south of the Sutlej, but he can hardly do with-
out the brond-lzaved stalks as fodder for his cat tle. The green
jowar, which is not allowed to ripen and which is grown for
fodder only, at a time of the year (May and june) when no other
green fodder fit for stalled cattle is available, is irrigated both
from wells and canals. The jowar crop is sown at the begiuning
of July after the first heavy fall of monsoon rawn. This is one
of the busiest times of the year, and no effort is epared to pet
the seed into the ground at the most favonrable opportunity,
A good deal of the seed is imported from the Jullundar Doab
and Ferozepore. It is sown mixed, as a rule, with mot} and mung,
It is grown on the well-known dosaly rotation gl ready ddcrihn?i,
the jowar being preceded by mixed wheat und gram, or gram
alone, and followed by a whole year's fallow after the harvest in
October and November. The moth and mung are reaped with
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the jowar, and the grain of the pulse is then separated, The
heads of jorwar containing the seed are cut off, and beaten or
trodden to separate the grain. The stalks are stacked in the
field for a time to dry and then piled on the roofs of houses, and
other dry places, to be used as fodder throughout the early
winter, Villages which lie near the main road, and grow a
large area of jowar often sell it to men from the city, and this is
8 not unimportant item in their income. But as winter draws
on, there is none to spare, and each man's store of it is carefully
husbanded. The crop is known either as jowar or chari some-
times by the double name chari-jowar, but chari is the name
by which the fodder part of the plant i& known. The cattle
of the district are so dependent on jowar for food, at the time of
the year when the bullocks sre hardest worked, that a failure of
the crop is guite a calamity, Fortunately it does not often
occur. Rain in the first week of July , and steady rain at inter-
vals throughout the month, and the next six weeks, is quite
enough to assure the success of the jowar crop.

Bajra is sown in July, both irrigated and barani. It is
U} bajra. mainly used as a green fodder,

Moth, mung and math are the three principal pulses grown
(i) kbarifpulses In kharif harvest. They have greatly declined in
popularty in the last twenty years, Massar is grown in the rabi,
The two first named are either grown separately or with jotwar.
Moth is chiefly raised on the light lands of the sand ridge, and
does not require so much rain as other kharif crops, It will do
fairly well in a season when the jowar is withered and stunted.
The grain enters largely into the food of the people, and the
dark green blusa, formed of the leaves after the grain is beaten
out, i8 & valuable fodder for mileh and working cattle. A good
deal of it finds its way to the city, as it is difficult for the culti-
vators to store it. Almost all the moth bhusa raised in the sand
ridge villages near Jandiala is thus disposed of. Excessive rain
washes the soil from the roots and high winds smother the plant
in sand, All it requires is moderate rain in the two monsoon
months and heavy dews in September. Mung can be, and is
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grown, on firmer land, particularly in that part of the Amritsar
tahsil which lies between the Sobraon Branch of the canal and
the Beas. Here it is an important crop, The times of sowing
and reaping are the same as for jowar, only it ripens a little
earlier, and the broad leaves do not make valuable fodder.
Mash is perhaps the most valuable pulse and gives s larger yield
than the other two. A fairly stiff soil with a good deal of
moisture is required, and it is often sown near the rivers, but in
a rude fashion, without much preparation of the ground. The
following winter it is often hurd to tell whether a corp of mash,
has been taken off the ground or not, so little trace of it is left.

It is seldom grown along with Jjowar, but is sometimes grown at
the foot of the maize stalks on irrigated lands,

Sesamum or #i/ ocoupies usnally mors than five thousand
. acres of which one third may be irtigated. A

' little is grown in Ajnala but the non-canal irriga-
ted parts of Amritear supply about half of the erop.

Rape is a8 risky plant to grow as so much depends on
nothing untoward happening while it is in blossom.
It is seldom sown alone except in the south of
Tarn Taran, and is rarely grown in any form in Ajnala, The
commonest method is to sow it in rows, eight or ten feet apart,
up and down the fields of berrera, a method which gives its
spreading plants a better chance. Much of it is plucked up
unripe for fodder and for use as fag or greens when the wheat
is aboat a foot high, Form its spreading habit, and from the
show which it makes with its yellow blossoms, it is apt to give
a false idea of the strength of the crop, if seen a little way off,
and a field will be found to be of a much poorer growth when
ridden through, than when seen from s distance, Rape is
ususlly sown with drill in deeper furrows specially made for it
after the field is ploughed, and the furrows are not, as a rule,
fully covered up after the seed has been dropped in. The seed
is proverbially small. and wonld be liable to ba smothered, if
buried as deep as wheat or gram, The harvest of rape is an
early one, if the frost has not injured it :

{1} rape.
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Toria, which is a late kkarif or early rabi crop, has come

)t largely into favour of late years, owing to the high

price of oilseed, and has to a great extent supp-

lanted rape, especially in Tarn Taran, It is grown on irrigated

and unirrigated lands ; the total area sown is roughly 28000
acres, of which more than five thousand acres are unirrigated,

Massar furnishes the pulse best known to Europeans as dal.

) ass It i'a grown on recently thrown up bet lands on the

moist shelving lands which line the banks of the

Bakki nala, and as a catoh crop after rice on canal lands. It

is especially liable to damage by frost in late February, a single

night of which may rain the whole crop. Otherwise it is a

hardy plant and may be grown with success on the most

Uinpromising soils. But the area under massar is small, and it

is the least important of the pulses in Amritsar, except in the
river villages, where it is a useful crop.

Senji, a luxuriant trefoil is grown exclusively for fodder for
cattle. It is cut green and chopped up with bhusa,
Jowar, maize stalks or cane tops. It is grown on
maize and cotton stubbles almost invariably, less often after
rice. The ground is first saturated with water and the seed is
then puddled into the liquid mud by the feet of the cultivator.
Thereafter it requires no care, except a plentiful supply of
water, and, from a Canal Officer’s point of view, it is & most
wasteful plant. Benefiting by the manure which had been
applied to the cotton or maize which it succeeds, it grows fast
and heavy and the cutting of a few square yards is enough for
a head load. Onece cut it does not give a second cutting like
lucerne, but directly a part of the field has been laid bare it is
ploughd up to be ready for preparation for the cane erop which
usually follows it on well lands. Altogether it is an indispen-
sable crop for stall-fed cattle, and is grown in every vyillage
where there is irrigation. The large increase in its production,
which has taken place of recent years, is probably due to the

contraction of the area available for grazing in the Amritsar and
Tarn Tarn tahsils,

{0} Senji
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Senji has been a good rabi fodder on all the irrigated lands
and has held its reputation as a fodder and a crop
that enriches the soil, but lately berseem fodder
has been introduced by the Agricultural Department. It gives
4 to 6 cuttings in the season and leaves the soil rich in nitrogen.
This fodder is being carted to Amritsar City from long distances
even from up to 10 miles or more for sale to cattle owners in
the town. It is relished by the cattle as well as by the horses
and is used either alone or chaffed and mixed with bhusa,

(p) berseam

The hemp grown i8 of two varieties, san and sankokra. 1t
covers an area of one thousand acres yearly, about
$3); e half of which is in the Amritsar tahsil. Sankokra
is generally planted as a fencing round sugarcane or masize.
San is only grown in sufficient amounts to provide the ropes
necessary for agricultural purposes. It ripens in October, when
it i3 cut and steeped in water, after which it is dried in the sun
and worked by hand into ropes.

Melons are grown in the hot weather as an extia rabi crop.

(1) vegetatte  Most are grown in Ajnala where some of the
o Arain villages are famous for them, and in the
gardens and orchards near Amritsar especially in the Kamboh
villages, but there are few wells with maira soil which do not
grow a patch or two. Both the small yellow melon and the
kharbuza, or large green water melon are grown, as well as
cucumbers. As already stated they are often found in the
same field as young cotton, and are out of the way before the
cotton begins to shade them. Amritsar city is a good market
for this kind of produce, and it i3 also sold a good deal in the
villages, at cross roads, and at canal bridges. The fruit being
easily stolen, fields at a distance from a well require wotching
day and night. Besides being grown on wells melons are raised
on fandy lands in Ajoala, and in the Bet lands of both rivers,
Other vegetables are onions, carrots, radishes and pctatoes,
The latter are largely planted on the rich lands round Amritsar
city and now form a regular item in & recognised two year
rotation. Of fruits the commonest vatieties are mangoes,
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oranges, plantains, peaches and mulberries, Many fields are
planted with rose bushes for the manufacture of itr.

Tobaceo is only grown on well lands out in the district, but
heavy crops are taken off the lands near the city
with the help of black liquid sewage which serves
both as manure and water. The Sikhs having a prejudice
against growing what theirs religion forbids them to use, the
cultivation is confined to Mohammadans, especially Arains, As
might be expected Ajnala produces more tobacco than the
other two tahsils together, and there it is very carefully cultiva-
ted. The average of the celected years thows that out o1 2813
aores devoted to tobacco cultivation 1830 are in Ajnala where
it is principally grown in the Arain estates of the BSailab and
Hithar circles. The commonest kind is that with a pink flower
spike, which at a certain stage is pinched off to check upward
growth and to make the lower leaves spread out,

{#) tobacco.

The crops known to the people as kangni, china, and swank,
(t) miscella- are little grown being loocked upon as inferior
@eous.  graine only to be resorted to as food when all else
fails, Nor is mandwa (here known as maddal) a favourite crop.
Arains and Muhammadan Jats grow it in the Ajnala Hithar,
but the meal makes a coarse black bread, which is regarded ss
a poor kind of food requiring a strong digestion. The only
other kharif crop that may be mentioned is mirch or chillies.
It is grown near the city, and also by Arains in Ajnala in tbe
8akki villagese. The neighbourhood of Saurian is known to grow
good mirch, not because the soil or conditions of the tract are
aspecially favourable, but because Arains hold a number of
villages there, aud the raising of crops requiring much manure
and careful tillage and giving a large money return has en
attraction for them The seed pods are picked by the women
(the process causing much irritation to the hands) and sare then
dried io the s1n.
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English, Tadian and scientifie names
mportant crops ara shown below -

AMRITSAR DisTricT]
Nomenclaturs 17.  The
of erops, of the more i
8 English Indian
ui
1. | Wheat, Kanak.
2. | Barlay Jaun.
3. | Oats. Javi.
4. | Rice. Jheng,
5. | Sugarcane, Kamad,
6. | Maize. Makki, <
7. | Sorghum. Jowar, Chari,
8. | Balrash Millet. [ Bajra,
8 | Ttalian Milet, Kangui,
19, | Little millnt, Swank .,
* 1. | Finger millet. Mandal
12. | Common millet China
13, | Gram. Chhole or Chana
I4. | Mung bean, Mung
15. | Mash bean. Mash,
18. | Dew gram, Moth
17, | Lentils, Masar,
18. | Cotton, E Deai Kapas,
E Narma Kapas,
19. | San hemp, San.
20. | Deccan hemp. Sankokea,
21. | Rape Sarson,
22 | Indian rape. Toria.
23, | Sesamnm, Til.
24. | Linseed, Alsi,
25. | Lucerne, Lusan,
26, | Persian clover. Shatral,

Scientific

————
Triticum sativam,

| Hordeum vulwnre.

Avena sativa.

| Oryza sativa,

I| Saccherum officindram,

[ Zea mays

| Auttropogon sorghum,
Peanisetum typhoideom,

| Setaria {*a.fcy,

[ Panicum ecolonum,
El*usint coracana.

J Panlcom miliacenm,

| Ciear arietingm,

Phaseolos mungo,
Phossolus radiatus,
Fhaseolus acanitifoljys,
Lens escnlonts.

Gi:nypium indicom and other
indigenogs types,

Gossyplumr hirsutam,

Crotalaria junces .
Hibiscns eqn nabinns,

Brassicy I:a.mputri; Var,

Brassica napus Var,
dichotomg,

Sesamnm Indicum,
| Linum usitatissimum,
Medicago sativa,

| Trifollum resupinatym,

"-'—-—-—_.___I
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% English Indian Scientific
@
07. | Egyptian claver. Berseem, Trifolivm alexandrinum,
28. | Meli'st or Tndian clover. Senji. Melilotus parviflora,
23, | Tobaceo. Tambakn, Nicotiana tabacnm.
30. | Chillles, Lal Mirch. Capsicum annum.
31. | Onion. Piaz, Allium cepa.
32, | Garlic. d Lasan, Allium sativnuom,
33. | Poppy, Post Papaver somniferum.
34. | Potato. I Ala, Solanum tuberosum.
35. | Brinjal Baisgan. Solanum melongena.
35. : Melon, ; Kharbuza, Cucumis melo.
§7. | Water melon. Tarbue, Citrullus vuigaris.
8. | Carrot. Gajar, Dauces carota.
39. | Radish, Muli. Raphanus sativus,
40, | Turnip. Shalgam. I Brassica rapa.

18, During the last 20 years marked changes have teken
Sinme th place in all directions. More wells have been
agricultural sunk and equipped with better type of persian
e wheels, Better and improved types of crops have
taken the place of the low yielding and indigenous types. Im-
proved implements are used to kill weeds and ta get better
tilth of soil. Cattle of better type sre seen replacing the old
type. The introduction of better types of fodder bas resulted
in increasing the yield of milk in cattle, Large quantities of
milk are brought into the city from long distances. A very
successful and paying work is done by the grafting of the wild
ber trees in the district. Agriculturists who got nothing from
their groves of ber trees, have begnn to make an income of
Rs. 30/- to Rs, 100/- an acre annually. The old gur hoiiing
furnaces are being replaced by the improved furnaces. Wells
are being bored. Sowing wheat by broadcasting is being
replaced by Kera, por or drills. Fodder has become a money
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crop and in the vicinity of Amritsar displaces crops like sugar-
cane, wheat and cotton,

19, Advances under the Land Improvement Loans Act
Land tmprove- are as a rule properly applied to the improvements
ﬂ;‘“ Apent for which they were obtained but a good deal of
turists” Losss  difficulty is experienced in several cases for reco-

very of principal and interest when they fall due.
There has however been a considerable improvement in the

position under both Acts as the following tables show :
Land Improvement Loans Act (XIX of 1883),

mma:écl:g Amount Whooverisa.
Yeas. at the advanced — = e E::]'I“';::;
commence- | during the
m:unt!::;:-"m Year Principal. Interest, ¥ b
1633-34 I 81216 7180 12736 .I 3787 THIT0
1934-35 76370 B500 18375 [ 55n7 64455
1935-38 | 44495 D0 15434 | 4604 57001
1935-37 ‘ 7001 20 15074 | 4799 [ 43977
1937-38 43027 | =0 | 490 | 47| 40437
1938-35 32427 1 3500 | 11853 | 3020 95279
Agriculturists’ Loans Aet (XT1 {FISS#]
1933-34 51683 730 14806 1815 42607
1834.35 42607 2390 M 4219 10254
1635-36 10256 49460 5755 8i1 a49]
1836-37 9491 6180 4848 | T 10825
193738 10823 1800 901 | | R
193999 4822 1000 2856 | 254 | 3164

20, The (.‘o u?mtive movement was initiated in Amritsar
Agricultural - District in the year 1908. The work was started
baskaand the  with a single _Huno_rary Bub-Inspector, The Agri-
Rt caltural Credit Society was t
geaerally, " Febe "

the field, The district was give
pector for the first time in 1920 after whie

first to come in
0 a separate Ins-
h expansion really



113
AMRITSAR DISTRICT) [SecTiON AL
began, The following table shows the different kinds of societies

now in existence and the extent to which each type has de-
veloped : —

P | et
g Kind. Societies. Members. 0 l:.iﬁlkhl],
1. | Central Credit. 6 870 96-96
L | Central Non-credft, 4 347
3. | Agricaltural Credit. 627 21809 40-03
4. | Consolidation of holdings. 21 2021
5. | Cattle Bresding. 88 : 1184
8., | Non-Agricultoral Credit. 85 3147 365
7. | Thriftand Savings.
{a) men 65 1287 3-18
t b) women 41 904 110
8. | Batter Living (Dehat Sudhar). 45 2638 &5
9. | Supply and slore. . 2 716
10. | Compulsary Education. [ 1 610
1l | House Building, . 1 13
12, | Socinty for Promoting Economic !
KEnowledge, i 2
Total .| 978l 35774 " 88 (round)

Besides these there are 18 unregistered school supply
societies with £351 members.

Of the six Central Credit inatitutions which undertake
to tinance the primary Credit Societies in the District, the
Amritsar Central Co-operative Bank iz the biggest having
572 members (individuals and primary societies) and Rs. 25.68

" lakhs working capital. The other five are credit unions
having 298 members (all societies) and Rs. 11,28 laks as
working capital. These 6 unions have their headquarters
at Tarn Taran, Vachhoa, Rewdewali, Chetapur and Butala
and restriot their financial operations to limited areas around
them.
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The four Central non-eredit societies comprise three
Execution of Awards Unions and one Cattle Breeding Associa-
tion. The former are meant to facilitate the exacution of
awards of primary societies and the latter to assist the operation
of the Cattle Kreeding Societies of the district,

The agricultural Credit Societies which form the bulk of
the co-operative activites of the district have touched about
657, of the villages considered suitable for a society. Taking
an average family as five persons and each member representing
one family the Agricultural Credit Societies have touched
nearly 22000 families so far. Society owned funds in the form
of shares and reserve form 449 of the total working capital and
if members’ own savings form about 589, of the working
capital and the saving per member come to 108/- agsinst an
average loan of Rs. 170/- per member. These societies hold
non-members’ deposits to the extent of Rs. 232 lakhs and owe
debts to central financing institutions in the neighbourhood of
Rs, 19°1 lakhs. They transact business of about Rs, 22 0 lakhs
and issue loans to the extent of Rs. 4 lakhs and recover about
the same in principal each year, Their annual nev profit is
about Rs. one lakb. A good number iof societies have establi-
shed themselves as banking centres for the villagers. They
attract local capital and finance the village on very reasonable
terms.

The non-agricultural credit societies are chiefly in towns
and among the non-sgricultural classes of the rural areas.
21 of them having 1113 members and working capital of R,
1.47 lakhs are purely Urban Sorieties under a special urban
staff, designed -to improve the economie condition of the urban
classes, specially the shopkeepers and the traders. In addition
to simple credit business they undertake different bankitg
upuratinm like the commercial bank under certain restrictions,

They ate mostly seli-dependent credit institutions in the matter
of finance.

Among non-credit activities the followin

> g des:rve special
mention:— it
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() Consolidation of Holdings

Work on co-operative principles was taken up about 1928
but was abandoned after five years, unsuccessful trial. It
was restarted in the year 1085-36 and received a special
stimulus in the year 1938-39 on the appointment of a separate
lospector with 8 sub-inspectors for the entire District, So far
consolidation has been done in 21 villages and 18211 acres of
land have been reportitioned. The figures for 1038-39 show
8925 acres consolidated, comprising 6166 blocks before conslida-
ation, reduced to 818 blocks effecting & remarkable reduction
of 879, in the number and increasing the area per block from
09 acres to 72 acres. The societies reserve sites for schools
and for other public institutions. In order to facilitate appro-
ach to all fields, they construct new paths and approach roads.
The Amrit:ar Central Co-operative Bank has created a develop-
ment fund of Rs. 12000/~ chiefly to promote the cause of
consolidation work in the district and is employing 2 sub-
inspectors for this work. Members contribute towards consoli-
dation fund st the rate of -/6/- per acre. This scheme besides
being immediately beneficial to the oultivators, is now very
popular, in the whole district and what is now needed is more
stafl to meet the growing need of the people,

(ii) Cattle Breeding Scheme is a special feature of the Co-oper-
a‘ive movement of the district The object is to improve the
breed and quality of cattle of all kind to provide better and
more economical cattle for draught and milk purposes and also
to encourage subsidiary cattle industry of the District. Thers
are 68 societies, having 1824 cattle of improved quality, of
which only 339, are imported from outside and the reast have
been bred locally. The Hariana breed which s good for
draught and milk purposes alike is being popularised. These
societies have devised various appliances and methods to accoms=
plish the difficult programme. The District Board is taking
particular interest to promote the cause of this scheme financi-
ally and ig other ways. 9 animals belonging to these societies
were sent to All India Cattle Bhow Delbi held in February
1939 and three animals won prizes.
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(iii) There are 45 Better Living Societies mostly confined
to Amritsar and Tarn Taran tahsils. Government has sanction-
ed 3 sub-insprotors for this scheme. These societies are serving
as the basis and the most effective non-officicl agency on
purely democratic lines to accomplish the most difficult pro:
gramme of the village reconstruction movement. Th_mngh
this agency commendable results have been achieved in villages
in respeot of sanitation, social snd moral improvement and in

the revival of the old indigenous village institutions,

(iv) Thrift and saviogs societies which form the direct
method to inculecate the habit of thrift number 107 with
2191 members and Rs' 428 lakhs tavings of members in the
form of contributions and deposits. Savings per member is
Rs. 200/-. These societies are mostly among the low paid
employees in schools and offices. 41 of them with 904 members
and Rs. 1°1 lakh savings are exclusively among women. The
wo nen’s societies in wsddition to practising thrift for their
members who are all women or their children, indulge in
training their members in domestic science and for -this
occassional short classes are held by the sub-inspectressess.

The movement in the district is in the charge of an Assis-
tant Registrar having 6 Government paid Inspectors and 37 sub-
inspectors paid by Government Punjab Co-operative Union
and other non-official agencies,

21, As the following table shows less land has been

ion sna S0ld but more mortgaged since last settlement
land values.  ghan in the proceeding 20 years:
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Non-agriculturists play a less prominent part, both absolutely
and relatively, as alienees than they did at last settlement,
Traditionally this should be regarded with stisfaction but too
much emphasis should not be laid on it as & sign of strength, for
the statutory agriculturist can be Just 83 exacting as the non-
agriculturist creditor and has advantage of the law’s support in
securing his pound of flesh. It is however satisfactory that the
greater part of the alienated land has remained in the haads of
land-owners of the village in which it ljes, They are in a position
to pay a close approximation to the value of the land, but are
unable to compete with non-agriculturists who (now as at last
settlement) are willing to pay highly for a permanent transfer
though now as then they allow less than an agriculturist does for
a mortgage, Purchase is much the more attractive proposition in
their case and, as much of the debt extinguished by transfer of
land is the luxuriant fruit of usury springing from a meagre root;
of capital, the generosity of the price is in PArt nothing more
than a volantary reduction of unconscionable profit. On average
8 mortgage fetches 73 per cent of the market value of land ; pys
one can get a point more (74 per cent) on the 8] Per cent of the
mortagaged area in the hands of agriculturist alienees and only
60 per cent of its value on the other 9 Per cent which pop.

agriculturists hold.

Land values as brought out in mortgages were everywhere
declining in the deeade immediately Preceding settlemen though
they are still in every part of the district above the figures
reached at last settlement, The decline started five year Jater i
the case of sales and there were some signs of g recovery at the
time of settlement operations.

The total secured debt of the rural part of the district ig
Rs. 679 crores—Rs, 3'16 crores in Tarn Taran tahsi], Rs, 2 9)
crores in Amritsar and Rs. 1-49 croresin Ajnala. Without any
addiﬁqlg_ for unsecured debt and co-operative credit thi
to a burden of Rs. 345 per mortgaged acre, Rs,
tivated acre in the district and Rs. g per heg
There i3 no adeqhate returg for this burdep.

93 on every cul-

d of population,
To quote from
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Mr. Macfaquhar’s Tarn Taran report : “sale is merely the last,
and by no means the strongest, link in the chain of the small
farmer’s financial servitude. The bond in which his first debt
18 acknowledged (often as a sum exceeding what he has received
in hard cash) ; the web of interest, revaluation of capital, and
further interest, in which the years entangle him; the mortgage
which is the tangible admission that his peronal credit is no
longer good and that his Jand must come on to the scales-all
these bind him, his sons, and his grandsons, to toil for others’
profit. The tragedy is the futility of so much of the spending
leading to debt: litigation and ostentatious matrimony have
broken many a home, while productive debt is too rare to be
even refreshing.

Recent agrarian legislation will doubtless operate to res-
trict the farmer's credit at first and later to change its channels,
Its course is not an issue in this settlement, but the reactions of
the various elements in the rural community are of some impor-
tance  The forty years which the law gives as a suitable span
for the life of a settlemeut, may be little more than an economic
day in this rural reconstruction and the assessment must take
account of the growing pains of the new era. The gelden age
may come but for the moment the ousting of the barren years
has bred nothing better than uncertainty. The non agricul-
turist feels himself outlawed, secks no fresh commitments, and
hopes to unload as much of his cargo of eredit as he can. Fome
even of the few agricalturists who have money in their pockets
for investment are shy, uncertain where the law will strike next.
The term of this uncertainty will depend on the future course
of legislation, but however short it may be there will be many
years of transition to follow, and the new assessment must anti-
cipate that the major part of its life will be years of some
economic uncertainty snd must allow for their inevitable and
poesibly harsh adjustments.”

22. The district has reserves of capital and income which
Miscellansous _ the assessment does not touch. There are nearly
SEREY 7,600 civil and military pensioners who receive
over twelve lakhs of rupees annually from the State. Remitt-
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ances from relatives abroad must amount to & very substantial
sum. Colony grants (other than military awards) have been
given to the extent of a thousand squares sinece last settlement
and the bulk of them have gone to small farmers. TFrom their
own resources the people have been able to purchase ontside the
Provinte something like 34,000 acres of land valued at nearly
half a crore of rupees

23 Four branches of the Upper Bari Doab Canal run
throngh the distréct : the Sobroan, the Kasur, and
the Lahore Branches and the Main Branch Lower and
89 per cent of fotal caltivated area of the distict is canal irrigated.
Tarn Taran tahsil derives the greatest benpefit from this source,
55 per cent of its cutivated area being returned as mahri. In
Amritsar the figare is 29 and in Ajnala 26 per cent. The original
project for the canal was drawn up in 1850,shortly after annexation.
Some modifications of the original design were found to be
necessary; and & revised estimate was submitted in 1856, The
canal was formally opened in 1859, and irrigation commenced
in the following year. The head works are situated on the river
Ravi near Madhopur, in the Gurdaspur District. Considerable
engineering difficulties were here encountered, owing to the Chakki
and other hill torrents and natural drainage lines erossing or
approaching near the line of the canal, but these were successfully
surmounted. The canal runs in one chaunel for thirty miles, after
which it splits up into two principal chammels called the Main
Branch Upper and the Kasur Branch Upper. The latter,
seven miles further on, bifurcates into the Sobran Branch
and the Kasur' Branch Lower, both of which pass through
the Amritsar District: From the former irrigation is supplied to
the country between the hich bank of the Beas and the Patti
drainage and from the latter to the tract lying between the
Kasur and Patti drainages; At Aliwal in the Batala tahsi] of
Gurdaspur District the Lahore Bianch takes off the Main Branch
Upper. Below .his point the main branch 18 known as the Main
Branch Lower and serves the country between the Kasur, and
the Hudiara drainages. It crossess the Grand Trunk Road within
three miles of Amritsar city. ‘the Lahore branch traverses the
southern border of the Ajnala tahsil and irrigates the tract

Canals.
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between the Hudiara and the Sakki Nalas. It gives perennial
irrigation to 171 estates—16 in Tarn Taran tahsil, 23 in
Amritsar aud 182 in Ajnala, the Main Branches give perennial
irrigation to 102 estates in Tarn Taran tahsil and 108 in Amritsar ;
Kharif irrigation to 21 estates in Amritsar 17 in Ajnala ; and &
mixture in 14 Amritsir estates. The Kasur Branch gives
perennial irrigation to 74 Tarn Taran estates, Kharif supplies to
14 Tarn Taran and 11 Amritsar estates, and a mixed supply to 6
Tarn Taran and one Amritsar estate. The Sobraon Branch gives
perennial supplies to 110 Tarn Taran and 3 Amritsar estates,
and a mixed supply to 8 Tarn Taran and one Amritsar estate.
The Sobraon Branch gives perennial supplie to 110 Tarn . Taran
and 3 Amritsar estates, Karif supplies to 38 Tarn Taran and 73
Amritsar estates, and and a mixed supply to 9 Tarn Taran and
7 Amritsar estates. Some villages are fed by more than one
Branch and so appear twice above but the ultimate result is that
22 Tarn Taran, 139 Amritsar and 198 Aji ala estates get no canal
water at all.

The number of distributaries taking off from each of these
branches and irrigating within the Amritear District, 18 :

Sobraon Branch 14 ; Kasur Branch 8 ; Lahore Branch 10 ;
Main Branch Lower 11. Of the 11 distributaies from the Main
Branch Lower, three are in the Majitha Division and eight in the
Ruiwind Division. Fatehgarh Distributary, taking off just above
Aliwal from the Main Branch Upper, also irrigates the Amritsar
District.

Inspection Rest Houses are provided at tha following places,
the distances given against each being in miles f.om the point at
which the branch enters the district : —

Sobraon Branch.

Miles.
Gaggarbhana . ... Ji s L 3
Raya - - ! . i 9
Khwaspur o s o 22
Dilawalpur Yy =& 29

Khara i B s 2t 35
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Sobraon Branch (conid )

Dhota (on the Bhindar distributary) e
Naushahra (on the Patti distributry)
Kasur Branch.
Bhoewal e
Jandiala ol
Rasulpur - Ty
Jaura e
Main Branch Upper and distributaries.
Jaintipur ve
Dhing Nangal Lt
Main Branch Lower.
Kathunangal <"
Ibban o L4 o
Bhuchar s o
and on distributaries.
Doburji e
Lalu Ghuman
Museh = =3 et
Lahore Branch.
Majjupur N s &
Ranewali L 3t
Kohali i
and on distributaries.
Ugar Aulakh £ -
Lopoki L

20
32

27
33

= -

]
1+ I T

16
24

Each of the four branches is bridged at intervals of about
four miles, and good cart-roads are maintained along the'outer
boundary of the spoil bank. Beveral flourmills have been
built at various points on the canal, where a fall provides the
necessary water-power. These are, as a rule, worked by

panchakkis or water-wheels. There are mills at Ranewali and
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Kohali on the Lahore Branch ; at Raya and Nagoki on the
Sobaraon Branch, at Bhuchar on the Main Branch Lower; and at
Pakhoki, Allahdinpur and Jaura on the Kasur Branch; while at
Tarsik+, which is also on the Kasur Branch, there is an oil-
crushing factory, worked by water-power from the fall tlmre
This factory is not working now.

For administrative purposes the canal is worked in four
divisions, each under an Kxecutive Kngineer, The Gurdaspur
Division has its headquarters at Gurdaspur and includes the
whole of the Main Canal from Madhopur to Tibri and the Main
Branch Upper from Tibri to Aliwal. The headquarters of the
Majitha, Raiwind and Jandiala Divisions are at Amritsar. In
the Majitha Division are the Lahore Branch and that portion of
the Main Branch Lower, which lies between Aliwal and the
Grand Trunk Road. [I'hs Raiwind Division comprises all the
Main Branch Lower South of Grand Trunk Road, and the
Jandiala Division the whole of the Kasur-and Sobraon Branches.
The office of the Superintending Engineer, to whom the Execu-
tive Engineers are subordinate, is also at Amrntsar. The
Central Canal Workshops which are reckoned as a Division, are
also situated at Amritsar. Tuese workshops do work not enly
for the Irrigation Department of the Punjab, but for other
Departments, both in the province and outside it, and for
private persons also.

In the gazetteer of 1893, the opinion was recorded that
canal irrigation in Amritsar was not capable of extension. This
idea had been entirely falsified even by last settlement and the
following table shows that there has been no retrogression since.

Acres [rrigated.
Year = =
Kharif | Rabi Total
Quinguenniom ending 1891 —82 Il TO453 114883 I 194476
i | |
Quinquenninm ending 1912—13 | 156433 189583 RET
yuinquennium ending 1938 —39 | 2118n 206450 418061

Information about charges for canal water will be found in
Chapter I11-C.
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24, The well apparatus is always of the well-known Persian
wheel type, except in some of the shallow unlined
wells in the Beas and Ravi riverain areas, where
the bucket lift or diznk/c is used: The Persion wheel may be
roughly described as a string of tin buckets (or less frequently
now, earthen pots) placed, one above the other, on a continuous
chain hung over the water on a hroad vertical sheel. The
buckets reach a short way below the level of the water, and as
the wheel worked by oxen revolves, the buckets on one side come
up full, and empty themselves intoa trough whence the water
flows out into the surface irrigation channel, while the buckets
on the other side ga down empty. The apparatus of cogged
wheels is known as the chabla chob, or jora, the well itself as Iy,
and the chain as a mahl. A double well is know as d hat'a, or
duharta, or domahla. The method by which the water is raised
in & leather bag, or charsa, at the end of a rope, working over
a pulley or vidh is not known in Amaitsar

Well

Four or five pairs of bullocks are required to work a well
continuously for 24 hours, and at least two men, one of whom
drives the bullocks, while the other directs the water into the
kiaris or compartments, made by small ridges of earth for con-
venience of icrigation, Tnree or four bighas can be watered n
this way in 24 hours, but the area will vary according to the
depth from which the water has to be raised, the distance of the
field from the well, the slope, and the nature of the sojl to buﬁ
irrigated.  The apparatus costs from Rs 125- to Rs, 160~ ¢ of
iron as it now commonly is. Buckets require replacement after
three or fonr years. The rest of the apparatus lasts for

: ; many
years if properly oiled and maintained.

Each shareholder works the well in turn, one turg being
generally eight pahrs (twentyfour hours). The order is determined
by agreement aud a shareholder has to take up his turn at what.
ever time of day and night it falls, unless he effocts an exchange
Mn.ny of the double wells have only been started in order ta-
provide more frequent turns, for it may happen that the shares
are 50 numerous that a man’s turn comes round after so long
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an interval, or lasts for so short a time, that it does him little
good. This leads to the secession of some among the shares,
and the rigging up of a second wheel.

25. The importance of properly organised markets needs no
emphasis, The cnltivator obtains a munch better

gﬂ;“:“;ﬂhh_ price for his stock when he disposes of it in a
market than when he sells it in a willage. Well-

regulated markets create in the mind of the cultivator a feeling
of confidence and of receiving fair play. The cattlefairs held in
this District fulfil this purpose. The total number of these
fairs held in Amritsar District in the year 1936-37 was 11,
including the two (the Dewali and the Bisakhi) fairs held by

Municipal Committee, Amritsar.
The following abstract of particulars regarding Cattle Fairs

durmg the year 1976-37, will show the importance uf properly
organised cattle trade in the Amritsar District :—

- Total No, o stock presont.
28| | —
- - . E :
== ] a _ =
s | 4 | & | ;|85 @ e | &
-7 = = B =
glald|l&s | &80
(a) Amritsar o | 200 2890 | 4630 | 2165 4650 | 192 | 252 | Rs. sA19)
District |
Board, |
| |
t I i
(b} Amrisar
Munigipal
Committee. 2 Recard not kept, Rs. 33189/-

The increase in the cattle Fairs has provided additional
markets to the cultivator. As these fares are distributed all
over the three Tehsils, the facilities for marketing have improved
to a very large degree. Transportation is an integral part of
marketing, and good markets are of little help to the eultivator
unless he can transport his stock to them cheapls and promptly.
The inorease in the fairs have cut down long journeyes, and the
cost of transportation,
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26. Amritsar is, essentially an importing distriet for cattle,
AT particularly the bullocks, A number of cows are
mporting = . s my.a
orexporing  also imported but. their demand is limited, The

bullocks are brought from the Hariana tract, the,
Malwa tract and the Phulkian States to the dewal; and Bisakhi
Cattle Fairs, through the agency of the dealers. These animal
are mostly absorbed in the Tarn Taran ann Amritsar Tehsils,
They are of the Hariana breed,

The cultivators of the Ajnala Tehsil prefer the bullocks of
Dhanni from the North Western Districts of the Punjab. These
animals are of small . gize, consume Joss fodder and are very
hardy. They suit' the barani land of this Tehsil where the fodder
18 also very scarce. The dealers ftom the Dhanni tract da a
flonrshiog trade with this Tehsil at the time of the Dewali and
Baisakhi fairs, Amritsar and the Gullushah fair, Sialkot District.

Some fairs of Hariana tract are also visited by the zamindars
of Amritsar District for the purchase of bullocks. The cattle
fairs of Jahaz-garh, Rohtak and Bhawani are very popular with
the cultivators of this District. The Jaito Cattle Fair in the
Nabha State also attracts a large number of stock purchasers
from this district.

The camels are now playing an important part in the
agricultaral operations of some parta of this District, The de-
mand for these animals on the lands under Chahi ecultivation
remains un-abated. They are imported from the Malwa tract,
the Phulkian States, and the Rohtak District. These animals

fetoh geod prices at the ‘Amritsar Dewali and Bisakhi cattle
fairs every year and their sale is always very brisk.

Hundreds of buffaloes ave reared in this district, So the
demand for this animal from outside is small, The good milch
buffaloes brought to the cattle fairs by the dealers in this Distriet
from the Malwa and the Nili-bar Colonies change hands with the
urban population only: The buffaloes bred in this  district are
also not exported except the deteriorated worthless stock which
15 offered for sale at the time of the cattle fairs. This useless stock
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is purchased by the Pathans of the Campbellpore District who
drive them to the Northern Districts of the Punjab and the

North Western Frontier Province where they are offered for sale
in weekly mandis or cattle fairs,

27. In Amritsar District, since the onset of the economic de-

T e pression, in the year 1930-31, there has been almost

i Jymver of  gyery-where a quest for dual purpose cattle, the

oW breed of which the bullock wouid be suitable for

draught and the cow for milk and ghi production.
The desire for such a breed is laudable in this Distriet as the
cultivators are more or less accustomed to feed milch cows in
production to their yield of milk. So heavy milking strains of
the Hariana breed particularly suit this Distrit, and the breed is
recognised as having dual purpose value.

Until recently, the single purpose in this District was to
breed Hariana cattle of a good draught type. With the separation
of the draught and the dual purpose Hariana herds at the
Government Cattle Farm, Hissar, in the year 1928, the bulls
suitable for milk production are now being issued to this
district  As a result of these breeding operations, it is not un-
common now to come across a number of cows which are good
milkers with yields of 3000 to 4000 Ibs lactation.

The Royal Commission on Agriculture in India has laid down
that a dual purposs enimal obtained, by selection, from a breed
in which strains combining good milking with good dranght
qualities have long existed, may be regarded as being relatively
pure bred in respect of both qualities, The production of such
pure bred animals of Hariana breed is the object aimed atin
the Amritsar District.

As to the number of cattle improved, it is very difficult
to ascertain at present. But it is beyond doubt that the follow-
ing stock in the hands of 50 Co-operative Cattle Breeding
Societies in Amritsar District at the close of the year 1936-37
has undergone a note worthy improvement :—
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Stud Bulls 28
Cows 816
Female young stock 243
Male young stock 159
Total 13486

Besides these, hundreds of improved cattle are now to be
seen in the hands of the zamindars, 'which &re not the members
of these Cooperative Cattle Breeding Societies, No record of
their number is kept. All this improvement that has taken place
in the cattle of this District, is the resilt of the combined
efforts of the Civil Veterinary Department, Co-opesative Depart-
ment and the District Board, Amritsar, The latter body and
the Cooperative Department have been the financiers providing
money for the purchase of pedigree bulls; cows and the heifers,
The Civil Veterinary Breeding Operotions, assisted in the format-
tion of cattle Breeding Societies, brought about the protection
of animals from the contagious diseases and always rendered
Veterinary Aid systematically “and energetically. The weeding
of the scrub bulls and the unwanted male-stock by castration
has always been an important part of the duties of the Civil
Veterinary Department. In the year 1936—37 alone, 12203
castrations were performed against 11749 in the preceding year.

The private enterprise for the improvement of cattle in  this
district is ‘also not lacking. The members of the Co-operative
Cattle Breeding 'Societies have evincad real interest in  stock
breeding by borrowing money from the Co-operative Banks, on
reduced interest, and have utilized this money for the importing
of pedigree heifers and cows for breeding purposes. At the
close of the year 1937-38, there were 28 bulls which are main-
tained by the Co-operotive Societies with an additional small
subsidy of Rs. 5/- from the District Board, Amritsar, (in the
case of 17 bulls only), per mensem per Society.

There were 190 pedigree bulls working on 1-4-1938 but this
number is far short of the required strength of the District. The
Civil Veterinary Department is aiming at providing a bull for
every 100 cows: When this is achieved, the progress in the
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improvement of the cattle breeding of the District will be
accelerated.

It may also be added here that the Department’s policy is
the production of good cattle and ruthless culling of the weeding
animals . The latter class is still in over-whelming majority in
in this District, particularly in the Ajnala Tehsil

28, The need for greater attention to buffalo breeding in

the Amritsar District has been felt for a leng
time Consequently a process of “Selection’ is now
also applied to buffaloes in their breeding, The
object aimed at is the increase in the procuctiveness of the
she-buffalo and the maintenance of its sound constitution.
As a result of these operations, there is now a relatively good
milk yield in the local breed and the production of milk fat is
also comparatively high. ‘The best buffalo stock is now to be
seen in the Tarn Taran Tehsil. Throughout the District the
buffalo is earefully tended by the women of the household. The
eultivator himself, though he keeps no milk records is well
aware of the quantity of milk and ghi produced by the buffalo,
and when specially good specimens exist in a village there is a
waiting list for the female calves that may be to spare. The culti-
vatocs are most careful to mate their buffalo-cows with selected
bulls. The District Board, Amritsar also provides pedigree
buffalo-bulls in the District ont of its own funds. At the close
of the year 1936—37, the number of District Board buffalo
bulls working in the Amritsar District was 18 besides 239
privately owned registered approved local bred buffalo-bulis,
The District Board bulls are kept at stud and the keeper is
authorised to charge a covering fee, though it is insufficient to
meet the cost of maintenanoe.

Buffalo

In order to achieve better results the system of formation
of Societies aronnd each bull has been introduced by the
Department. At the close of the year 1937-38, the number of
such Societies was 52 with 2086 registered buffalo-cows and 959

members,
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29, At present the farmer keeps too much stock for his
= needs not only over-stocking his land but also
arming practice Cre
e 2ot depleting his fodder resources Thisis the state
of affairs in all the Tehsils but Ajoala is worst, If
agriculture is to progress rapidly, this over-stocking should be
avoided and this District will have to follow the course of pro-
. Bress advoeated by Dr. Wright, namely the feeding on farms of
crops to live-stock and the sale of such live-stock products and
the animals themselves, rather than concentration solely upon
crops—in other words, mixed farming. This is particulary
the case in the irrigated sreas, In the United Provinees at
Agra, although the area under cash crops, such as cotton, grain
and sugar-cane have been cut down, there has been a higher
production of these erops, while it has also been possible to
raise leguminous fodder crops for the proper feeding of cattle
which give milk and ghi in addition to crops. The development
of such mixed farming isa very promising line of advasce in
in the Amritsar District. Another essential to progress is that
there should be better organised marketing for live-stock, milk
and milk products together with propaganda for the better
feeding of the female calves, specially of the working breeds.
By better marketing the cattle breeder would receive a higher
share of what the purchaser paid. This is not the case now a
days.

For every 10 acres of land the adequate strength of stock
for farming and family requirements should consist of three
bullocks, one buffalo-ccw and one cow. The bullocks will carry
on the farming two by working in plough and the third by
acting as a reliel while the buffalo-cow and the cow will meet
the family requirements by the production of milk, ghi ete,
besides manure. The cow will also prove a source of profit to
the cultivator by producing the stock for agricultural purposes,
The buffalo-cow will give a bettcr return to the cultivator than
the cow by producing more milk and ghi over and above his
requirements bringing him an additional income.

The usual area cultivated by a pair of bullocks in the
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Amritsar District is from 10— 12 acres and this suffices for the
tillage of land down in any year.

The extra stock is necessary on chahi-holdings. No doubt
the plough cattle can do the well work also but their services
must be supplemented with some extra stock. The cultivator
having 10 acres of Chahi Jand will require two extra pairs of
bulloeks to work on the Chahi-holdings. This additional stock
will not be an extra burden on the cultivator as the return
from the land under Chahi irrigation will be greater and this
stock will also help in the transport of the agricultural produce
ta the markets,

30 The initial cost of each type of animal of reasonably

Initial Cost. good class to a cultivator in the Amritsar District
is as follows :—
Cow Rs, 130/-
Bullock Rs. 190/-
Buffalo-cow Rs. 170/-
Buffalo-bull Rs. 90/-
He-camel Rs. 125/-
She-Camel Rs. 110/~
Horse Rs, 115/-
Mare Lis. 115/

The above cost is caleulated on the value of the roughage
grown or collected by the cultivator and of the concentrated
ration such as mother’s milk, grain ete. If nothing is allowed
for the roughage grown or collected by the cultivator, and a
price is attached only to concentrated foods, such as mother’s
milk, grain and oil cake, the out lay per animal of reasonably
good class is estimated to range from nothing at all to the
following sums :(—

Cow Rs, 40/-
Bullock Rs, 60/-
Buffalo-Cow Rs, 50/-
Buffalo-Bull Rs, 30/-
He Camel Rs. 80/-
She-camel Hs, 40/-
Horse Rs. 75/-

Mare Rs. 16/-
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The buffalo-bulls and he and she camels are generally not
reared in this District. The initial cost in the case of females
of all classes of animals has been calculated from the day of
birth to the day of calving after attaining maturity. In the
case of males, the initial cost given above is for the period from
the day of birth to the day they are broken for agricultural
purposes,

81, The average life of each Type of animal in

SR Eats: this District is as follows :—
Cow 12 years
Bullock 10 vears
Buffalo-Cow 11 years
Buffalo-Bull 9 years
He-Camel 12 years
She-Camel 12 years
Horse 14 years
Mare 14 years

82. The Civil Veterinary Department has obtained an
Anaualcost of  8ccount of the way in which the average cultivator
e feeds his cattle, and an estimate of what

this costs him. But there are good many variations which
oceur in practice; more-over it i8 not difficult to estimate the
price to be attached to the concentrated focds used, for whether
grown or purchased, these have a readily ascertainable market
value. It is other-wise with the roughage and the bulky fodders.
In some cases to the actual cost of feeding, we have added 20
percent of the value of the cattle for interest and depreciation,
The cost also varies in the case of the land worked by the
owner with hired labour, and those on partnership system or on
the Batai system. So the following estimates fairly represent
the cost of keeping a pair of bullocks in reasonabl ¥ good work-
ing condition for & year under different system.

(A) On the Batai System. Rs. 170/- to Rs. 240/

(B) On the partoership system  Rs, 300/ to Rs. 338/-
\C) Worked by the owner with
hired labour Rs. 220/- to Rs. 290/-



133
AMRITSAE DISTRICT] [SEcTiOoN A.

In the case of (b), the high cost of maintenance is largely
attributable to the work demand from the cattle. The usual
orea cultivated by a pair of bullocks in the Amritsar District
is from 10 to 12 acres, and in this ease it is nearly 20, This is
particularly the case in the Tarn Tarn and Amritsar Tehsils.
In Ajnala Tehsil, where the cattle are of poor quality and the
feeding is inferior, the cost of maintaining a pair of bullocks
on the Batai system varies from Rs, 92/- to Rs. 145/-

It may nlso be added here that in the Tarn Taran and
Amritear Tehsils the cattle are in regular work from 7 to 8
months in a year while in the Ajnala Tehsil they have to work
for about half the year.

In the case of the dry cow it would be true to say that, if
there is any fodder available after the draught cattle are fed,
she gets it, or shares it with the young stock, for the rest she is
left to find food where she can, Where the cow provides some
milk for the house-hold, as well as her calf, cultivators try and
spare her 2-3 1bs of cotton seed and bran, or oil, cake or pulse;
but when her milk fails, the ration is withdrawn, and she is
turned adrift to find a living for herself on grazings.

In the case of the she-buffalo, her treatment is very
different from that of the cow. She is carefully tended while
in milk and for every 4 lbs of milk she gets a concentrated
ration of 1 lb.  But when she gets dry, the concentrates are
withdrawn and she is left to maintain herself partly on grazing
and partly on surplus dry fodder. Usually her lactation period
ex‘ends to 10 months followed by a dry period of four months
only. Soan average buffalo cow giving 10 seers of milk per
diem with a total lactation yield of 4200 lbs, will give the
cultivator a net profit of Rs. 80 —90 for every 14 months on the
ealculation that the money realised on the income side will be
Rs, 100/- and the maintenance charges Rs. 100/- approximately.

The male bulfalo shares the fate, so for as management goes,
of the ox tribe. In-deed his position may be worse. He may
be allowed to die a natural death from starvation or may be
sold at birth. In some cases he may survive and take his chance

on the common pastures.
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33. The normal years yield plenty of fodder, In the
months from April to Junethe cattle aie fed on
wheat and barley, dry straws and gram seeds, the
new straw of therabi coming in by the first of these threemon ths,
In July and August there is good grass in the waste lands and on
the fallows. So the cattle arc grazed on this grass. In September
and Octeber green fodder in the form of Jowar alone or mixed
with Moth or other buck wheat is given. From November to
the beginning of March, the dry stalks of Jowar, maize etc. are
given and if necessary wheat or barley in the form of missa
bhusa. In the month of March, animals are sometimes fed on
Meths, Senji, turnips, shatala etc and green wheat or barley
13 also given. This however is an exception for the milch cattle
and not the rule. 8o the wheat and the barley straws in the
summer and Jowar and Maize stalks in the winter form the
principal cattle fodder, Turnips are only used in the Bet ilaga.

From the above it is apparent that August to November is
the best time for the cattle in the whole of the year and April
to June the worst time for them. Speaking generally, chaff,
grass, Jowar, Senji, Shatala, Bajra and the crushed stalks of
sugarcane are the prinecipal fodders of the District.

This is an urgent need for populariging the fodder conserva-
tion among the cultivators. During the two or three months,
immediately preceding the monsoons, there is no fresh todder
or herbage available for cattle. So the animals have to subsist,
during this period, on inadequate supplies of coarse fodder. If
the cultivation of green fodder crops is to be extended, it will
be necessary to convert part of the produce into a form in which
it can be stored for use during the leave months. This point
was recognised by the Royal Commission of Agriculture in
India, who stressed the value of silage making as a suitable
means of conservation. But little or no progress has been made
in this direction in the Amritsar District.

44. The total out-put of milk js quite adequate in terms

of the requirements of the rura] population, But

et amiy - the tendeacy of the cultivator is to sell as much
of his products as possible for cash, even if this

Fodder.
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entails a shortage of essential nutrients in his own diet and that
of his family. For the villages in the wvicinity of towns, the
market is relatively lucrative and sales of milk provide a valua-
able addition to the cultivator’s income. But with the cultivator
whose holding is remote from the market, the sale of milk can
be profitable. Such a cultivator utilises all his milk for the
production of ghee. This is also advantageous, as in addition
to selling the ghee for vash, he retains the Lassi (butter-milk)
for the use of himself and his family.

Thus the sale of milk or ghee cannot be an indication of
poverty or of surplus milk,

The milk or ghee is not produced generally for home
consumption. The cultivator only retains the lassi (Butter-
milk which forms an essential part of his diet. Consequently
it has been found that the consumption of milk and milk
products is markedly lower in the rural areas of Amritsar
District. It has been estimated that the average daily per
caput consumption in terms of milk in this District is 5 oz. 'Lhis
food is derived from the Lassi (Butter-milk}, which is left as a
by-product of the manufacture of ghee and is a most popular
beverage. But in addition 05 oz. of Ghee is also taken. ‘I'he
total milk equivalent would thus be just 14 oz. per head per
day in this Distriet.

The importance of she buffaloes as the chief milk producing
stock in this District can be rightly tressed. She is very popu-
lar, as her average milk yield is markedly higher than that of
the village cow, the butter fat content of her milk is also higher
than that of the cow, while shé appears to possess a remarkable
ability to convert coarse fodders into milk. Consequently the
buffaloes have far out-numbered the cows in this District.

35. The improvement of cattle is a slow and aifficult

n, business and the more definite the aim, the greater
hm‘iﬁﬁ? f.':;.f.’.& are the chances of success. As already stated a
T process of selection is now applizd to cows in the
Tarn Taran and Amritsar Teheils, and in these cows, measures
to jmprove the milking qualities are very desirable. Tke type
of cow likely to swmt the average cultivator in these Tehsils
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would be one capable of rearing a strong ealf and of supplying
in addition some 1000 tu 1500 lbs of milk per lactation, for
hous-hold use. The cows of this kind, there is no doubt. are
beginning to be seen in fairly good numbers in these two tehsils.
As cattle are responsive to selective methods to a very large
extent, the introduction of pedigree bulls of Hariana breed
of milking strains are much more likely to give satisfaction.
But the present bull strength of the district viz-190 is far short
of our requirements and unless it is brought to 1 bull for every
100 cows, rapid strides in the breeding of good stock are out of
question.

In the Ajnala Tebsil, the existing cows can with diffienlt ¥
rear their calves, the bullocks are of very poor quality, and the
fodder is so scarce that cows capable of rearing good calves and
providing any considerable surplus eould not be expected to
thrive. The improvement of eattle in such conditions is most
difficult, and in these eircumstances, it seems that desirsble
though it be, to secure a surplus of milk for the cultivator him-
self, the first step should be the production of cows that will
make useful draught bullocks So this is the object aimed at
and for this purpose grading of the herds is going on though at
a very slow pace. In addition to this a resort to buffaloss
is receiving a careful consideration in this Tehsil.

In all villages in which efforts to distribute good bulls are
in progress, atteation is being given to the elimination of worth.
less males. These inferior animals are of two kinds. 'The first
and least numerous, but the most difficult to deal with, is the
animal known as the “Brahmini Bull”. The second type is the
young animal that at a later stage will be castrated and used
for draught, or in some cases may be so used without castration.

The Brahmini bulls, when ever found are removed to the
cattie pounds. More-over, the bye-laws framed by the District
Board, Amritsar under Sections 56 and 57 of the District
Boards Act, 1883, have had & very salutary effect as far as these
worthless dedicated animals are concerned. They are now no
longer a source of hindrance to cattle improvement. On the
other hand strong effort is also being made to restore the former
practice of dedicating good bulls only.
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The second type of bulls is constantly being emasculated in

castration campaigns. These castrations are performed in the
very early age of the animals,

The following castrations were effected in this District in

the years 1035—36 to 1937—38, i
Year. Number of castrations effected.
1635—35. 11749.
1936—37. 12208.
1937— 38, 136586.

Tt is agreed that the working eapital of the cultivator is
mainly represented by his” live-stock, Tt is equally
Veterinary el indisputable that the annual losses from disease
Lehnil are very heavy and that these press hardly on
the eultivator who may have to pay Rs. 100/- to Rs, 150/
to replace a good bullock and Rs. 50/- to Rs. 200/- to replace
a good cow or she-buffalo which has been killed by disease.
The following were the number of deaths ascertained through
the Patwaris in the Amritsar District :—

1935—1386. 1373,
1936—37, 1230,
1937—3%, 937.

Fven the above figures are very far from revealing the
true state of affairs as the notification of deaths from ecattle
diseases has not been made compulsory by legislature. More-
over, the loss by death is only a small part of the loss the
cultivator suffers. The principal contagious diseases are the
Rinderpest, Haemorrhagic Sepricaemis, and Foot and Mouth
disease, Hnemorrhagic Septicaemia i8 a very fatal disease.
The percentage of death from Rinderpest is also very high;
fifty percent mortality is not uncommon, but the remaining
50%, are also enfeebled for life by this disease. Similarly in the
case of Foot and Month Disease, for one animal that dies,
ninety-nine may be temporarily incapacitated. It will be thus
evident that epidemic diseases cause great direct injury to the
cultivators through the death of his cattle and also entail exten-
sive indirect losses through the illness of his working or milking
stock., There must also often be indirect losses from the
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imperfect cultivation of crops when working animals are stricken
by diseases,

The success achieved in stamping out these diseases in the
Amritsar District is- an admitted fact. The methods of protec-
tion are.now very largely and effectively used. The following
figures will give an idea of the ex'ent to which these methods
are now employed :—

11 Ty

5 2, £ 3%

Name of the disense. Bg 3'5' E-H;

o A .E = | = =]

E & EE LEE
- ﬂ = : ﬁ = | :31 £z
1935-38 Haemorrhagic Septicaemia | 80 0] 22901
Rinderpest - ! 38 | 36 5780

1986-37 Haemorrhagic Septicasmia wax 153 153 | ET06
| Rinderpest ; 22| 22 7821

j

193738 | Haemorrhagic Septicacmia | 84 8 | 17210
Rinderpest 64 64 [ 10360

——

The cost of inoculations and vaccinations i8 a charge op
the Provincial Government. No contributions are made in this
direction by the local bodies or the cultivators.

For the whole of Amritsar District, there are ip, Civil em-
ploy 17 Veterinary Assistants and one Deputy Superintendent,
They are all available for the control and treatment of diseases
in addition to the work of live-stock improvement entrusted to
them, The Veterinsry Assistants in-charge of dispensaries and
the itinerating Veterinary Assistants are also called upon by live
stock-owner to treat ordinary non-contagious diseases ang to
dress wounds and to share in castration campaigns, :

The existing dispensaries are located gt different places
and their number in each Tehsil is as follows :—

Tarn Taran 4
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Amritsar. 6
Ajnasla, 3

They are all accessible to and are patronised by ordinary
cultivators free of charge.

Besides these dispensaries, the Veterinary aid has also been
provided in the remote parts by the opening of permanent out-
lying dispensaries in-incharae of trained compounders or ordinary
out-lying dispensaries which are attended by the Veterinary
Assistants personally once or twice a fortnight. The following
figures indicate how far the Veterinary aid has been made use
of by the cultivators in this Distriet : —

o | l Castrations
ﬁ E} | -5“ HD. of cases treated. Pﬂffﬂl'mﬂd-
= = L]
E.* - | &
|8 1 & | &
E~ | 5 | &= :
Name of Tehsil. | BB é %
B g4 g § =
5 EE Tz 2 g
s | 2B JF & : £ | 3
: % | s3] B = 2 £ 8
# e Al-c N e = - =
= B 1axT| me a8 ] o - o
Tarn Taran | 4 3 11 248 3519 2652 1306
| Amritsar. % 3 | 14 40809 7073 3946 830
= LA fala 3 1 9 14978 2382 2246 769
|
&:‘I‘ Tarn Tatan 4 8|1 26272 4019 gag7 | 1106
§ | Amritsar o i) B g 14 48952 7773 4480 830
T | Ajnala s| 1| 8| em 3762 2148 | 652
|
| Tarn Taran 4 3 14 9773 3119 3261 1079
i Amritsar 6 2 16 50135 BRT3 5472 827
@ | Ajnals w | 8| 1| 31| 17498 o887 2392 | 625
|

The cost of medicines, instruments and other hospital
equipments is a charge on the District Board, Amritsar, A
Veterinary Hospital at Amritssr is being financed by the
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Municipal Committee, Amritsar, in addition to a permanent
out lying dispensary at the Chati-wind Gate,

In order to protect the animal lifa in the rural areas far
from the Veterinary Hospitals and dispensaries, a scheme of
sell help was brought about with the mutual help of the Civil
Veterinary Departaient and the Co-operative Department,
Under this scheme, popular centres where snccessful Co-opera-
tive Credit Societies existed and could aflord to subscribe out
of their common good fund or profit tnwards the expenses of
few Veterinary applinnces and medicines of common use, were
selested to previde 1st. Veterinary aid to the sick animals.

At least 3 intelligent men from each of these societies
were picked up by the Co operative Department for a short
course of 2 weeks training in the use of the Veterinary instru:
ments and the medicines and the necessary training was
imparted to them by the Veterinary Department to be uble to
act as First Aiders in their own and neighbouring villages.
The number of such centres in the Amritsar District at the
close of the year 1936-37, was 40. All these centres are doing
good work and the zamindars have taken to realize the necessity
of early attendance to the sick animals and to keep the live-
stock on the proper lines.

37. In November 1924, the Government of India decided
Horse, Pony ang 10 Bbandon all Imperial horse, mule and donkev
Mule Breeding.  hreeding operations in the Amritsar area, com-
© prising the civil districts of Lahore, Amritsar and Ferozepore,
This resulted in the formation of a Co-operauve Society for
continuing those operations by private co-operative efforts of
the people interested in the Industry. The society was
accordingly formed in the year 1925 under the name of Lahore
Amritsar and Ferozepore Horse, Pony and Mule Breediné
Society. It began functioning from 1Ist March 1924 when the
Imperial Horse and donkey stallions with stables and premises
in the Amritsar area were transferred from the Army Remount
Department to the society,

The present strength of Society’s horse and donkey
stallions standing in the Awmritsar District is 4 and 2 respec-
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tively. They are located at Amritsar, Tarn Taran and Ajnala.
Mares fit for breeding are branded “C.P.8.” after they have
been examined by & Veterinary Inspecior of the Society. Such
mares are covered by society stallions on payment of Rs. 3/-
as covering fee. The number of branded mares has fallen down
from 764 in the year 1911-12 to 422 in the year 1938-3' . This
decrease is partly due to the levy of a branding fee of Rs. 5/-
which is recovered from the owners of mares before branding
and partly on account of the availabilitiy of District Board
stallions for covering of unbranded mares, 'I'he total number
of mares covered by horse and donkey stallions in the year
1937-38 was 221 and .0, and their produce was 70 ann 25
respectively, The local horse dealers of the uistrict areto a
great extent responeible for draining the district of many of
its best mares. Besides motor vehicles in recent years have
adversely affected the horse breediog industry of the district.

The society is keeping 3 donkey stallions in the district
in addition to other donkeys which are maintained by the
District Board. Each donkey is allowed to cover a maximum
number of 160 mares ina year. The mule breeding industry
to which at one time there was a certain amount of religious
prejudice has in recent years attracted the attention of the
public because even a most degenerable pony mare is capable
of producing a good mule if she is served by a pedigree donkey
stallion. To those who cavnot afford to purchase or maintain
mares for horse and pony breeding, mule breeding is a source
of considerable prcfit. A good 12 months old mule, the price
of which is about Rs. 100/- often brings the lucky breeder
double or even treble the value of the mare from which it is
foaled. Mules are generally used by their owners to carry
heavy loads at an extremely tender age, they get as much value
for their money as possible out of the mule for 3 or 4 years and

then sell them azin.
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RENTS, WAGES AND PRICES.
SECTION B

There is & ready explanation for the paradox that in an
admittedly congested district of smallholders, only
E:::;T:f.ﬂ“ 46°6 percent of the landowners cultivate their own
' land, The district is undoubtedly a tract of small
cultivating owners but the land they cultivate is not always
their own. The person who pays the revenue on land does not
always own it and the owner may sometimes not be regerded
as such for statistical purposes even when cultivating his cwn
land. A mortgagee, particulary is a non-agriculturist will often
put the mortgaging owner back on the land as his tenant,
Etntiaricully the mortgagee is then regarded as the owner, the
OWner as a tenant, and the land goes to swell the area held in
tenaney, There are other cases where owners exchange land
for facility in farming without going so for as a formal
transfer of ownership; and in such cases each appears statist:-
cally as the tenant of the other. But basically, Amrstsar is a
district of crofters with a porprietary interest in the soil,

Privileged tenants occupy §'8 percent of the cultivated
area —6°8 percent in occupancy right snd 2 percent in less
permanent forms of indulgence inspired by kinship of financial
bondage or even some shadow of proprietary titles,

Commercial rents are taken on 448 percent of the land :
grain on 332 and cash on 11'¢ per cent. Cash rents have been
falling out of favour for many years. The grain rent has of
course the great merit of flexibility and automatically adjusts
the burden of & bad harvest or low agricultural prices; that is,
of course, where itis taken as an agreed share of the crop
(batai). This is the common form of grain rent, A fixed
maundage per acre (chakota) is much less popular.,

2. Over a period of fifty years, there has been a consistant
decline in the area cultivated by owners 57 8 per

Tanra3a  cent at the third rezular settlement, 50°7 per cent
at least settlement, and 47°5 per cent now. It js
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e g0 with an increasing number of
area. One causative factor may be
mortgaged area on which for statistical

possession are shown as owners and

mortgaging owners, who are sometimes kept on the land as
cultivators, sre shown as tenants.

The area cultivated by occupancy tepants shows a elight
reduction in all circles, probably owing to the normal effect
of escheat.

Tenants-at- will paying commercial remis occupy almost as
much land as owners themselves. These tenants are not a class
apart in the community, In the majority of cases they are
small owners who gladly take a few extra acres on rent from the
bigger men. In a congested village there will not be a single
alien tenant and few villages go further than their neighbours
to find tenants. Landless menjals are also in the market, so
that the owner continue to hold the advantage over the tenant
The following statement show on what terms he prefers to
let his land :—

Percentage Of Cultivated Area TUnder Tenants-At-Will
Payiog “in kind I Paying Cash
':il.'\'.‘ft ——I —— e e e—— Y

A l g
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o IR Eg g
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¥ | 35 e $ = 18 gl fa £Now

ar 75 = 3
Upper Manjha 133 24.3 | 35 19.3 17.3 1.1
Central Manjha 139 24.7 [ 32.4 16 5 13.7 10.7
Bet Bangar 16.8 LTI vnn) 28 13.5 | 9.2 7.1
Tahsl 139 24 8 Moab by s | 148 | 105

Rents in kind, which fifty years ago were less popular than
cash rents, have now established themselves 'as the favourite
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letting system, and have gone shead considerably since last
settlement. They have of course the advantage of certainty of
return on irrigated soils, where serious failure of crops is
improbable. They have the further advantage of conforming
more readily than cash rents to varistions in agricultural
prices. On a rising market they immediately give the land-
owner his share of the increment, while cash rents tend to
lag behind & rise in agrieultural prices. On a falling market,
& grain rent easier to collect.  Cash rents are most favoured
on unirrigated soils, on which they give a centainty of return,
which seasonal variations deny to grain rents.

The favourite rate of batai on mahriland is half of the
produce, the owner paying the land revenue and half ofthe
occupier’s rates. The same rate prevails on unirrigated lands.
On wells it differs according to the strength of the well and
the soil, The average rate of batai on each class of soil in
earh circle is:

Class of Land
Circle. = — i =
Chahi Nahri ! Sailab I. Birasl
Upper Manjha 43 48 48 45
Central Manjha 40 43 . l - 47
Bet Bangar 59 49 ‘ 48 49
Tabsil 42 48 | 45 46

At last gettlement, an average rate of batai without refer-
ence to the class of scil was considered sufficient, but I have
preferred to give each class of soil its own letting value in the
produce estimate for which these average rates will be used.

Fixed grain rents have increased their popularity since
last settlement along with the general tendeney to take rents
in kind. They vary considerably from village to village not only
in rates but in the basic crop, which take cenerally wheat
may be berrera or another rabi cereal, and sometimes even
a kharif crop such as rice.
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3. The highest proportion of cultivating owners is naturally

= S— found among those who pay least revenue, but
Temancies  only 49 per cent of ‘those who pay fifty rupees or
less as land revenue every year in'this tahsil have any
khud-kasht land in their holdings, Only 499 per cent of
the cultivated area is farmed by owners in this tahsil, Both these
figures would seem to dispose effectively of the common con-
tention that assessment should he based on the profits of a
cultivating owner and not on Tents, & proposition that ia
supported on the ground that ninety per cent of the owners in
this district cultivate their lands themselves. The tahsil ia
undoubtedly a tract of small cultivating owners but the land
they cultivate is not always their own and this explains the
apparent contradiction between nccurate statistics and known
facts. The person who pays the revenue on land does not
always own it and the owner may sometimes be not regarded
as such for statistical purposes even when he js enltivating his
own land. For instance a mortgagee, particularly if heis a
non-agriculturist, will often put the mortgaging owner
back on the land as his tenant, Statistically the mortgagee
is then regarded as the owner, the owner asa tenant and the
land goes to swell the area held in tenancy. There are other
cases where owners exchange land for facilities in farming without
going to the length of transfer of ownership and in such caess also
each appears statistically as the tenant of the other. But even
if it were to be conceded that assessment be based on the
cultivating owner’s profits and not on landlord’s rents I do
not see that the landowner stands to gain anything. So long
as agricultural rents give the temant a margin of subsistence,
an assessment based on them must favour the owner for his
return from a tenancy is always less than that from his

own farming.

The claim that a fair wage for the owner and members of
his family whose labour assists him in cultivation should be
included in the costs of cultivation to be deducted from the
gross assets is met under the present system by th: deduction
for the tenant’s share of the crop which feeds, clothes and
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maintaing the labour employed on the land. Owners as such
now farm slightly more of the cultivated area than they did
at last settlement—46'7 per cent then and 47'9 per cent now.
This feature is common to all circles and the change has been
most pronounced in the small Mirankot circle. Only in the
Bet Bangar is the area more than half (535 per cent) and it is
lowast in the Nahri cirele at 429 per cent.

Occupancy tenants with 7°7 per cent of the cultivated
area in their hands hold practically the ssme position as they
did at last settlement. The usnal contract is the payment of
revenue plus small seigniorial due (Malikana) caleulated as a

fraction of the revenue.

The following table shows on what terms owners prefer to
let their lands:—

Tercentage Of Cultivated  Area Under Tenants-At-Will
*

e ———————= s
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l Paying in kind, | Paying: Cash
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HBet Bangar &5 16-8 269 T S
|
Jandisla | 02 169 | 25% S |
| |
Kahri 159 237 | azo | a0 |
Mirankot 154 229 | 827 || 22:5
Tehsil . 11 19 | o8-8 | 0 B 234 |
L 1

Iu 1800 tio-thirds of the commercial rents were cash rents,
At last settlement when the area cultivated by owners showed
4 considerable decline both classes of rent advanced in impor-
tance but cash rents had relatively lost ground and were little
more than half of the commercial rents. The area on commer-
cinl Tents now is not much more than it was then but rents
in kind are twice as popular as cash rents and it may be added
from gxPe,riEnl'.‘.u in the field that cash rents are still on the
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wane. They are more difficult to collect in times of agrienltu-
ral stress and preferred by owners where the return from the
land is least assured. With the improved security which inore-
ased irrigation brings therc is more profit for the owner in a
grain rent, and there is never any difficulty about collection.
In Jandiala circle where chahi land is most valuable it is least
given to tenants and a cash rent is taken on little more than
a quarter of the rental area Similarly in the Bet Bangar
where the labour of working deep wells gives the non-pereunial
canal supplies greater value owners farm bhree-quarters of
the nahri land themselves and only about 37 percent of the
rented land is on cash rents.

The aversge rates of Batai are shown as percentages in
the following table :—

Class of Land
Cirele, o '___I"_'_'_T"__"_" _""_“i =T -

Chahi, Nahri Sailab Barani Abi
Bet Bangar TR Y 19 s 43
Jandiala 45 | 48 aie 46 45
Mahri 49 49 | bt 48 40
AMirankot 42 ‘ 4B a9 | iz
Tahail 16 | 47 '| 49 4 46

At first sight it is surprising that owners should take a greater
share of the produce of wells in the Nabri circle than in the
Jandiala citcle where many wells are better. But in the
Jandiala circle (and in the Bet Bangar circle where the same
rates of ‘Bataiis taken) the tenaut supplies lLis own seed while
in the Nahri circle the owner gencrally pays some part of the
cost, The Nahri rates in the Jandiala and Mirankot circles are
based on comparatively small areas and their scarcity value
puts them almost in par with the Nahri circle despite the
disadvantages of non-perennial supply in one case and poor
soil in the other. The sailab rate 1a based on renis on 97 acres
only.

In the two eastern circles the average rate of bataiis
the same asit was at last settlément and in the other two
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where more is taken Mirankot shows the greater increase. But
it will be noticed that the rates in this circle other than on
the small nahri area are much lower than those prevalent
else where in the tahsil aad this does suggest that rents are
economic and praded according to the quality of the land.

As in Tarn Taran tahsil tenants are not far to seek. Such
land as other smallowners or landless menials of the village
cannot till easily finds a market in neighbouring villages, The
only important alien community (and they can scarcely be
called aliens now) is purbias in estates in the vicinity of
Kathunangal Their ancestors came here as labourers when
the Upper Bari Doab Capal was under construction eighty
years ago and stayed on as fenants in tome of the sardars’
estates,

4. Although the average owner in this tahsil has less
Ajaals land than owners in the rest of the district he
Tenancies  does not farm so much of it himself. 47.5 per
cent of the cultivated areain Tarn Taran aund 47°0 per cent
in Amritear tahsil are cultivated by owners ; in Ajoala it is
only 42:6 per cent. Ab the third regular settlement Ajnala
owners farmed half of their land and at last settlement 44-4
per cent, The decline now recorded may be in great measure
statistical. Owners in the Uthar have lost little and owners
in the Nahri circles show the greatest losses in cultivating
ownership, It is true that in the Sailab circle owners still
farm much more of the land than they do elsewhere in the
tahsil but theirs is also & wmuch steeper losé (from o0 per cent
to 45 per cent) between the settlements,

The natural caurse of events is slowly reducing the acreage
of occupancy tenancies which now burden 6'5 per cent of the
cultivated area. Other privileged tenants find concessions
hard to obtain for they now ocoupy not much more than hulf
the area they did at last settlement.

The following table shows that in thic tahsil as in the rest
of the district grain rents have gradually acquired predominance
awpng commercial rents \—
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Fercentage of cultivated area under Tenants-at-will
Paying in kind. Paying Caah.
Circle ; —
Third reg. | Last Kow Third reg. Last
settlement, ' settlemcnt. settlement. | settloment.

Sailab 255 295 391 103 (]
Hithar 218 25 376 57 | 124
R 20 | 309 w4 | 150 152
& Uahiri 245 : 324 a6 g4 | 156
Tahsil - 237 | 304 39 148 132

- — ———— -

Cash rents have never been as popular in Ajnala as in the
other tahsils In a tract where the return from much of the
produce is certain and where a hand to mouth existence makes
it undesirable to have many commitments in cash this is
natural enough, It is significant that on unirrigated land
where owners favour a contract which assures them of a regular
return cash rents are even less taken than they are on irrigated
land. This is eadily understood in the case of sailab land
where the river’s caprice has a wuch wider field for destruction
than the Beas and there is wvery little disposition even ta be
committed to s fixed grain rent (chakota). This uncertainty
of agricultural profit is a sufficient compulsion in the case of
sailab land?while poverty is equally potent in the case of barani
rents.

Landowners in the Sailab and Hithar circles where wells
are the only important source of regular irrigation prefer to
farm the chahi land themselves while in the other two circles
where the canal brings additional ease to life wellz are more
readily leased to tenants.

The following table shows as percentages how much of the
crop the owner takes; bata: rents,



150

AMRITSAR DistrICT] [SectioN B,
Class of Land.
Clrele T - —— e
Chahi | MNahri Abi Sailab r Barani
== = ee i rs o Se S| =

Sailab. 4. 18 “ | 15 o | 50
Hitha: A [ | 418 48 40
ihar o 49 | 40 I 47 B0 449
. Nahil 43 0 |\ 50 | 16
Tahsil LA 13 Ap 45 40 44

There is @ coneiderabile degree of uniformity throughout each
class of land from cirele to cirele. Nahri irrigation in the
Sailab circle is unimportant and unrepresentative and in the
Hituar eircle comes from the Kiran inundation canal and not
from the Upper Bari Doab Canal,

Outside the Nuhri circle cash rents bhave never had &
stroug hold in this tahsil and are paitioularly rare in the Sailab
circle owing to poverty of doil and vicissitude of season,

5 On nabri land he is sometimes willirg to accept a cash
payment, as though possibly less profitable than
a share of the produce it relicves him of all
responsibility for the caval charges and saves him from contact
with a sccond set of oflicials, Rents are always slated in terms
of rupees to the bigha and vary from about Rs. 14 per acre for
the best nahri ficlds and Rs. 5 per acre for inferior barani.
The rise in cash rents during the past twenty years has been
very remarkable, particularly io Tarn Taran, where it is
calculsted that the advance has been one of 356 per cent; the
figures for Amritsar and Ajnala are 39 and 25 per cent respec-
tively, An arcount of the various methods employed to
calculate this rise will be found in paragraph 36 of the Ajnala
Assessment Report. 5o long as there is any chance of the
tenant paying up, it is unusual for the landlord to remit any
part of a cash rent in bad seasons. It is only on valuable lands,
ot where the landlord’s holding is very large, that written
agreements are made' As a cule, the contract is an oral one.

Skilled labour earns from Rs, 1/-to Bs.1/4/- a day, un-
skilled six to eight annas.

Urhan Wages.
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8, In all villages members of the menial and artizan classes

are found, who perform certain serviees for the
landowners, and receive in return a certain share of
the produce of ecach harvest. It is impossible to state with
acouracy what each of these receives, for the usage varies from
village to village, and depends much on the generosity of the
individual landlord, ou the willingness of the individual menial,
and to some extent on the character of the harvest Whers
the custom is to give the menials a certain number of gheaves
of wheat, or a stated weight of grain, snme spproach to accuracy
is poasible, but in other cases the dues are entered in the
village record as taking the form of a percentage of the grain
harvested.

7. The law allows a deduction to be made on account of
e L the wages or cnstomary dues paid to artisane or
General, menials whose products or labour are wutilited for
the purposes of cultivation ani harvesting. The village menials
include the lohar, tarkhan, odawa, lawa, jhoka, choni, chuhra
athri, chuhra sepi, mochi, mebra, hajam, Larwvala, dhobi, t 1i and
mirasi. All of these are generally psid in grain according to
our records, but a deduction cannot legitimately be made on
account of all of them.

Village Menials.

In some cases it is obyvious that the menial does not come
within theletter of the law. ‘I he mehra or saqqa, who carries
water: the machi, who repairs shoes; the hajam or nai, who is a
barber in Hindu and Muslim villages and a messenger elge-
where; the dliobi or chhimba who is the village lanndryman;
the barwala, who is a handy-man doing watch and ward, making
arrangements for parties, and carrying messages; and the mirasi,
who in a d-veloped district like Amritsar has lost his old
functions of court-jaster and genealogist and now does much
the sama work as the barwala, are not engaged in work subsid-
iary to agiculture. In one or fwo other cases the distinetion s
a little less clear but I am satisfied that they should not be
included. These are the teli, the chulira sepi, and the chubra
athri. The teli has a spurious connection with agriculture,
He extracts the oil required lor household purposes, stalis
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mattresses with cotton, and fluffs cotton intended for local
handloems. The extraction of oil is not one of his duties to
the village, and is the subject of separate contract with the
person requniring this done. In any case it is not an agricultural
aneratinn for the farmer's oilseeds are ready for market before
extractinn of oil. It is also ohvious that the other ta opera-
tiop=, for which he receives a customary due, have nothine to
dn with the cultivation or harvesting of the cotton crop. The
alhnhra sepi is a house-and-stable-servant, who has nothing to
dn with the field work. e may be employed on oceasion to
winnow the erain or keep the fire under the gur-furnace alight,
but he is paid separately for these duties in addition to his
customary dues as chuhra sepi, and these special payments are
included in my agricultural expenses. The other menial, wham
T have omitted and who was included at last settlement, is the
chuhra athri, He is a general servant, whose duties do inelude
sgricultural operations, but who is paid for his agricltural lahoyr
ag a private servant of the person employing him and not as 5
general labourer.  He has no place in the expenses of a holding
rented on batai for the landowner does not employ him on his
tenant’s fields,

The artisans and menials on whose acconnt deductions
have to be made are, therefore, the lohar, tarkhan, odawa, jhoka,
lawa and choni. These are all paid from the common heap of
grain before division between landlord and tenant the lohar for
his maintenance or repair of iron implements, the tarkhan for
the same attention to the wooden implements, the odawa for
winnowing the grain, the jhoka for keeping the fire going under
the gur-furnace, the lawa for reaping the grain (generally the
spring crops, but sometimes also rice), and the choni for
picking cotton,

8. lhave madea careful enquiry into local practice to
ki doss det«e!rmine the value of this labour and the con-
Tam Taran  clusions which follow are based on that enquiry

ey Custom does not vary sufficiently from circle to
circle te make caleulations at different rates necessary, But
this does not mean that the percentage of cost will necessarily
be the same in each circle for the same rates are being Eppﬁt:;l



183
Awatraan Purarer.) [Szerion B,

to different cronping practices. For the lohar and tarkhan .
together it was found that the value of the deduction’ was
Rs, 10-10-9 per plough. The payments to other menial= are
cxpressed in percentager of crops-5 per cant of the wheat and
berrera to the odawh, 2} per cent of the wheat, berrera and
rice to the lawa, 5 per cent of the gur to the jhoka. and 10 per
cent of the cotton to'the choni. When these petcentages were
converted into a plough value they amounted to Rs. 20-10-11
in the Upper Manjha, Rs, 26-11-0 in the Central Manjha, and
Rs, 19-15-5 in the Bet Bangar. Converted to percentages of
the gross assets of esch circle. the plough-valuss were found
to be 66 per cent in the Upper Manjha, 66 per cent in the
Central Manjha, and 68 per cent in the Bet Banyar circle

I consider that a deduction of 8 per cent for all circles will
be equitable. This is suffi~iently more than the result of my
caleulations to include a liberal allowanee for unrecognised
concessions which owners may occasionally m:ke to their

menials, The rate of dedustion will be the same on all classes
of soil,

There is no tendency to avade payment of customary dues
in the case of genuine agriculture labour for which a charge
has been made in my estimite of net assets, for such lsbour
is able to secure its rights through its scarcity-valae, In the
case of the other menials discussed above, it is probable that,
with the exception of the chuhra athri and chahra sepi, the
payments recorded by us arc in many cases only paper
payments, although the landowners insist on their being
recorded, presumably under the impression that such Item
will be included in the expenses of cultivation, Merces By
labour is not yet a feature of the contry:ide, apd in the case
of batai arrangements is altogether absent., This is natural
where holdiugs are small and the areas on batai are geveially
taken by small owners to supplement their proprietary eprn-
ings, Cash payments may be found in the case of large owners
on theirown cultivation, snd in a few acres of market gardena
near Tarn Taran town; but neither of these cases affects this
produco estimate.

'9. Lbave studied the practice of typical estates in each
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, circle to reach my estimate of the cost of agri-
s onlturalylabour, There ix so. litkla differencer.of
Takall

practice that it has been possible to use the same
rates of deduction throughout the tahsil, I have allowed the
lohar thirty kacha seers of maize, five seers of gur and ﬁ:u
seers of cotton in the sutumn harvest and three sheaves (bharis)
plus twenty kacha seers of wheat in the spring harvest, A
bhari is 1§ kacha maunds with equal weight of grain and straw,
The tarkhan receives the same as the lobar from the sntums
crops and half a bhari less from the spring crops, These are
plough-values which converted into cash at commutation p.ricu :
smount to Rs. 10-11.5: per plough for these two artisans
together. The gross value for the circle is found by multiplying :
this plough-value by the numher of ploughs in each ecirele.
Other menials are paid « percentage of tha crop-5 per. cent of
the wheat and berrera to the udawa; 2§ per cent of the wheat,
berrera and rice to the lawa (I have ascumod (hat his labour
is required for a quarter of the crop); £4 parcent of the gur’
to the jhoka ; snd 10 percent of the cotton to the choni. '
These payments with the payments to the smith and the’
carpenter awallow 89 per cent of - the gross produce in thie Bet
Bangar circle, 7 per cant in Jandiala, 8 per vent in the Nabri
circle and 6'8 per cent, in Mirankot. It will be fair to-allow
& margin for variations from practice and for irregular conces-
suns made by owners to their menials To cover the con-
tingencies Ihave made my deducticn for menials® dues at the-
rate of eight per cent in all circles and on every class of soil.

I have no reason to suppose that agricultural menials are unable:
%o secure their customary share of the crops,

10. I have studied the practice of typical catates in each
elrele and come to the conolusion that the following sllowances
Meckls' Duse-  Will be appropriate. In the sutumn barvest the
S b i 7, should have a kacha monnd of maize, 2}
seers of gur per plough. This holds for all circles eXcept the
Sailab where less maize is given-fiftaen seers will be enou
In the spring harvest the lohar recejyes two sheaves (bharis)
Plus ten seers of wheat in the Sailab and Hithar circles and half
& bbari more in the Uther and Nahri circles. The carpenter gets
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the same as the smith from the sutumn crops and half ia bhari
less' from the spring crops,’ The other menials are paid a per
eenntage of the orop-5 per cent of the wheat and berrera to the
udawa; 2§ per cent of of the wheat and berrera (and of rice as
well in the Uthar and Nahri circles) to the laws; 8 per cent of
the gur in three circles and 6} per cent in the Sailab to the
jhoks; and 10 per cent of the ocotton to the choni ihese pay-
ments swallow 7°6 per cent of the gross produce in the Bailab
circle, 7'4 per cent in the Hithar circle, 46 per cent in the
Uthar oircle and 8 per cent in the Nahri circle, Some margin
should be allowed for variations from normal practice and for
casual concessions occasionally made by owners. I have theree
fore made my deduction from the gross value of the produes at

the rate of 0 per cent in the riverain ciicles and 8 per oent in
the Uthar and Nahri circles,

11, A careful enquiry into the current prices of the distriot
was made at the commencement of Settlement operations and
- the subject was fully discussed ina report made

_ to the Financial Commissioner from which
material for this paragraph has been extracted.

The rule on commutation prices calls for the gift of
.prophecy as it requircs them to be the average prices which are
likely to be obtained for their crops by agriculturists during the
coming settlement; but qualifies this by directing that they
shall be based on the average of a sufficiently long period in the
past, and that it shall be assumed that the range of future
will not be dissimilar, Prices prevailing in years of famine or
severc scarcity have to be excluded from the calculation. The
period used as the basis of my proposals was the whole period of -
the expiring settlement. This scemed expedient not only
on account of the wording of the ruls, but because of the
difficulty in a pericd of aucE smazing fluctuations of prices te

' make a selection of & few years without unfairness to the state
or to the landowners. The years of the post-war boom and the
ocurrent slump have both been included.

Three further points arise from the rnle - the determination
of the periods 1o be taken &s those in which agricu'turis's
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ordinarily dispose of their produce, the ded iction to be allowed
for cost of transport and marketing charges, and the source to
be used for determining what prices prevailed. On the first of
these matters, the orders of Government are that the following
periods shall be taken.

Gur ~ 15th December to 28th February.
Roce .+« 18t October to 30th November, -
Cotton ... 15th Eeptember to 31st Deo.
Other Kharif crops .... 1st December to 31st January.
Tobsoco = 18t July to 31st August,

Toria = 15th December to 318t Jan,

Other rabi orops — 15th June to 15th August.

On & full consideration of all the material which conld sffect
a decision on the second point, I eame to the conelusion that it
wonld be fair to allow a deduction of five annas a maund in the
case of all orops except cotton for which I allowed ten annas a
msund,

- The use of sources was a more difficult matter. Village
shopkeepers’ books were defeotive in not being continucus for
any one shop, in covering small transactions only, and ina
general unreliability. Harvest prices published in the gazette
are of little value, as they represent transactions between shep-
keepers and not between agriculturiets and markets,” For
market prices, the available sources included not only shops,
but grain exchanges, factories, firms, and banks. Of these sources
the only one of any value was theaccounts of Messrs. Ralli
brothers for wheat, gram, toris and til. The twoe states in the
district which had been under the superintendence of the court
of wards take cash rents. Of the large proprietors consulted,
only two supplied accounts of any value. The source on which
reliance had ultimately to be placed was the harvest prices for
sech as;essment circle reported by the fleld kanungos for - entry
in the circle notebooks. Noother record was so complete or
afforded such a wide ficld of comparizon of prices in each’ ‘year,
The Financial Commissioner, with the approval of Government,
sanctioned the adoption of the fullowing commutation prices : - -



Eharif crops. In annss per maond.
Rice = 47
Bajea - i
Maize o 45
Moth o 80
Other pulses -— 70
Oilseeds (principally til) 110
Gur =5 8
Cotton 130
" Rabi erops:
" Wheat = o
Wheat straw L
Barley 9 38
Gram - 50
Mixed wheat and gram (berrera) 82
Oil seeds (principally toris) =8
FLAT RATES,
Sailab & Hither |  Urban and |
oo e e g iy
Ra. per scre. Rs. per acre. Ra. per sere.
"I*HI. aea 0 L] ]
Khartf fodders—
Trrigated sed 18 “@ 1
m wn 12 28 18
- Babl fodders=—
' m - n ] )
Unirrigated 18 " ! ™
Frais, vageiables and spless, 30 100 ! #n

1 .
19, Bir Heary Craik has discussed in detail the method

of disposal of surplus produce by Zamindars in para 10 of his
settlement report. There has been some change.

Malepl Product 14 has be:n found that most of the village banias
bave left the villages and migrated to towns and big cities,
owing to poiitical reasons, and the surplus produce of the
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famindars is not generally sold to them. In the Ajnals
tahsil the effect of political changes seem to be milder, Only
petty transactions are made with the village hanias and in some
cases small quantities of grain are bartered with shopkeepers,
snd oil ipices, gur, cloth etc., are taken in exchange. The
present practice is (— »

(i) To.sell produce to the village Kumhbars, who carry
it on pack animals to the mandi or the mill owners
on the capal. The Kumhars generally buy grain
etc. from the Zamiondars and fix the price and
take jit to the mandi and derive the profit of a
middleman. Insome cases the margin of profit
left to the kumhars (when they make their own
transactione) is very little, and does not in most

. of the cases, exceed even the cost of the carriage
which they ordinarily charge.

(i) In some cases the grain is also carried to-the mandi
on bullock carts, Rehrus (a cart drawn by one
horse) or on pack animais by Kumhar and others
on behalf of the Zamindars and sold in the
market, and the cost of carriage etc. is borne by
the Zamindars. The octroi duty and other charges
of the mandi are also debited to the accounts of
the Zamindars in such cases. As pointed ‘out
by Bir Henry Craik, no accounts are kept by the
Zamindars or the Kumhars. The Practice of
selling the coiumedities on the Bohal (threshing
floor) direot o the banias still existin the district,

(iii)) The petty traders and in some cases agents of
big traders and mill owners visit the village and
buy the grain lying on the threshing floor, In
case the bargains are struck the Dhares (village
Weighman) weights th« grain and delivery of the

i goods is made on the spot,

(iv) In very few cases the Zamindars give their pfod;:na
to the Sahukars towards the payment of their
debts now. The prices fixed for the transactions
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made in the village are those which are nldinnrily
prevalent in the mandis less the cost of carrisge,

Octroi and other arhat charges plus s little margin -
for middleman’s profit.

The sahukars of the district do not determine and fix prices
(known as bha Bhanna) now, as is done in some other districts
at harvest times.

The sahukars have lost their hold on the Zsmindars now,
The new Debters Act and the appointment of the Debt
Conciliation Board, and other political changes are responsible
for the changes to some extent It is however true that some
Lamindars who are above an average Zamindar and who do
Salukara work themselves also store the stock and wait for
better prices. Most of the big landlords of the district lease
out their lands on cash rent. The grains grown on the Khud
Kasht 1and and that received in batai can hardly meet the
requirements of their home consnumption.

18, The standard of comfort has risen considerably of
o of recent years, Bome years age ithe ordinary
“mm“ oultivator was content to wear clothes made of.
Kecpis. unbleashed cotton woven by the village weavess,
but he now glmost Zirvariahly wears one or more garments of
machine made fabric. Well-to-do Zamindars wear thick woollen
eonts in the winter and have replaced the common douhble
folded entton wraps by the wollen lois (blankets). Ornaments
such as are worn by the women of the district and were
generally made of silver are now made of gold in large
quantitics, Steel trunks, brass lamps and ecosmelled wvessels
are now found in almost every house, and in richer samindars
houses are tables, chairs and even clocks and gramophones
Bat, though b:tter furnished, there has not been much improve-
ment in the sanitation and ventilation of the houses, Taki
the district as & whole the advance in the standard of living
has hardly kept pace with the advance in the wealth of the
people, which is much greater than is indicated by their dress,
houses and house-hold furniture. The smount of income which
the Amritsar Jat obtains from extraneous sources umconuected
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with the land much exceeds the total demsnds made by
Government. Many hold squares in the Chenab and Jhelum
colonies and large sums are remitted to the distriet by men who
have taken service in the army, the Burma police, in Hong-
Kong orother colonies. Their wealth would be greater than
it is, if they were more thrifty and knew how best to invest
the sums at their disposal. A portion of their savings is always

invested in land, but a very large part is squandered in drinking,
litigation, marriages and other festive occasions.

The position of a clerk is different from that of the culti-
vator, us he is generally employed in large towns and partly
from nccessity, partly from a desire to emulate his superiors,
he pays more attention to dress than the ordinary peasant.
He slways wears a woollen coat in the winter. He cannot
always afford to keep a <ervant to cook for him snd conse
quently has very often to depend for food on meals sold by the
ordinary baker in the bazar He rents one or two rooms, which
are usually small, ill-ventilated and seantily furnished with s
bed, a table and one or two chairs,

A landle-s day lshourer lives in much the same fashion
as o cultivator, except that he must perforce forgo the more
costly garments and must live on the cheaper grains. Ata
made from wheat seldom forms part of his food, ss is the
general rule with peasant proprietors. :

One of the most notiveable features of the last few decades
has been the movement of the village menisls from the vill ages
to the towns, This has been especislly noticeable jp the Tarn
Taran Tahsil and the new abadis which have grown up round
Tarn Taran and Amrit:ar town are inhabited wostly by these
kamins. With the political awakening among the masges the
menisls have discovered that they are more likely to fare
better in the towns than in the villages. There they can get
work ior cash wages and escape a lot of the dredgery and
oppressionthey have ta endure in the villages. They feel more
secure ®nd more independent masters of their own fate. Those
who bave remained in the villages liave found their conditions
improved as their scarcity value rises and the change in their
standards of comfort ‘has in some ©oases been more outstendi
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than that of the landowners. During the depression of the
early thirties the pocition of the kamins remained compars-
tively better than that of their masters berause nn change
took place in their cnstamary wages. Their children have taken
monre advantage of the edueational facilities provided in the
villages than have the children of zamindars, and this is again
one of the main reasona for the'r drift towards the towns, a
drift which ha< been hastened by the growth of industries in
and near Amritsar
14. This Board wns established as an experiment in
Debtancle 1085, Af first the creditors -hnﬂ no :‘:nnﬁdema io
Board’s proceedings, but seeing eqnitable apree-
ments being arrived at, and the practical ways in which their
claims are recovered as n result of their mutval agreements
they are coming in large nnmbers with their appliratirns. Of
approximatzly ten thourand applications in the first five years,
two thirda came from creditors. From 1st, October, 1935 to
Decemher 1940, cleims of Ra, 1628325/- were settled for Ra.
940786/-. This includes amounts «f decretal debts which very
rarely involve reduction on bringing about a settlement. If
we exclude decretal amounts the percentage of the amount
claimed for which settlerrent was made comes to 339,. More
attention is paid to effecting recovery by practical means,
If a debtor cannot afford to make a cah payment, his cattle
whose price is de‘ermined by arbitrators appointed with the
mutual consent of the pariies, are handed over to his ereditors,
Instalments are fixel with the consent of the debtor keeping
in view his financial position. So generally instalments are
id.
28 No the money lenders refrain from advancing {resh loans
to the poor zimindars. Only well-to-do zamindars give loans
to poor zamindars, but this i& done rarely. In the very outset
the zamindare had to face great difliculuies in securing fresh
loans. Somet'mes it has so come to pass that for want of
securing [resh loans, marriage ceremonies bhad to be postponed.
But the main effect is that Zamindars huve grown thiifiy
and have begun to look down wpon evil habits of drinking
eto. Being relieved of the burden of their debts, Zamindars
are devoting heart and soul to their agricultural duties,

-
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FORESTS
SECTION C.

' There are no forests worth the name in this district. Two
of the three rakhs under departmental management at last
settlement have been disforested and the third (rakh Gagrewal,
5714 acres' is a scrub forest which is administered at & loss, Its
disforestation and eale have been samctioned. The State also
owns the whole of rakh Bhora and most of rakh Nag and
considerable area in rakh Sarai Amanat Khan. Bhoru (587
acres) and Nag (444 available acres; were reserved for an
experimental scheme of colonisation on well-sinking conditions
but for various reasons no progress has been made and the sale
of rakh Bhoru at a favourable opportunity has been suggested.
Government will consider proposals for its permanent disposals
afier irrigation has been extended toit The sale of rakh Nag
by private tender to a large landowner for en industrial project
is engaging the sttention of Government., In rakh Sarai
Ananat Khan (1,775 aores) the State still owns ] 284 acres,
Out of this area nine acres are held in occupancy right by two
tepants to whom Government made an offer to sell on favourable
terms which they rejected. Another ares of 25 acres has been
leased on favourable terms for a period of fiftcen years to
Bubedar Chanda Singh an old tenant of Government whose leasa
fell in at settlement.  On the expiry of his new lease 1 1935
he will have the option of purchase. The bslance of the orown
waste (1250 acres less 27 acres under roads, channels ete,) in

this rakh will be sold by public auction. A soil and Water
survey has been carried out.

There are two more rakhs in which the state ari]] owns
small areas-Dinewal (1,042 acres) in Tarn Taran tahsi] of which
971 acres are privately owned and 71 acres belong to Govern-
ment, and Othian (554 acres) in Ajnala tabsil of which
8re privately owned and only 50 acres remain in
ship. Neither [of these small
of retention and their sale
sanctioned.

604 acres
Etate ownper-
properties repays jthe trouble
iby public auction has been
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MINES AND MINERALS

SECTION D.

There are no mines and few mineral resources in the
district; of the latter kankar, which is used for metalling roads
and for the production of liwe, is the principal produet. The
best kankar beds are found in Ajnala tahsil in villages Khiala
Kalan, Chogawan, Mahlanwala and Kotla Dum. Good kankar
is also found on both sidcs of the Grand Trunk load near
Kot Said Mahmud. In the Amritsar tabsil quarrying is usually
done in tnat village and in Khairabad, Gumtala, Dhaul Kalan,
Dhaul Khard, Chabba, Sulianwind, Wadali Gurn and Warpal.
In Tarn Yaran tahsi Ramkar is found in Gollwar, Bogha and
Bala Chak, Quarrying is now controlled by the Punjab Minor
Minerals Rules pubiished in notification no, 4345 R, dated 23rd
December, 1933,

ARTS AND MANUFACTURES.
SECTION E.

1. While it would not be strictly accurate to state
that you can buy anything from a gramophone
needle to an acroplane in Amritsar the scope of
the city’s manufactures is so great that the phrase would not
create sn entirely erronegus impre-sion. Some idea of the
variety of work done may bs gathered from the following items
taken at random from the siatistical tabie in volume B-cotton
guning, distilling of spints, ice making, printing, tanning,
weaving, manutacture of woollen goods and of sugar, extract on
of oil, prepazation of acids sud chemicals, cigarette making,
book-binding, steel rolling, embroidery, hosiery, surgial
dressings, pencil making, electric fittings, and manufacture of
gramophone recirds, brass utensils and glass bottles, ‘lhe
district industrial empo has risen from nine factories employing
862 operatives ar the beginning of the ceniury to eighty seven
factories employing 6750 operatives in 1918,

We have travelled far from the infant industry described

‘Introductory.
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for the 1884 edition of the Gazetteer hy Mr. Lockwood Kipling,
one time Principal of the Lahore School of Art, which I reproduce
on account of its intrinsic interest and the contrast to wodern
conditians, '

2. “Tt has been remarked in the notice of the history of
Architectareand  this district that the Sikh temple buildings are
«ecoration. small, not of a high order of architecture, and are
overlaid with a plating of gilt copper and beautifully decorated
internally, A close examination shows that, while the Sikhs
displayed no great originality in their architecture and wers
eontent to borrow the inspiration as well as frequently to
plander the actual materials of Musalman buildings, they had
made some progress towards the development of a style of art
which might have presented some interesting features. There
is more in fact in the Sikh treatment of Mubsmmeadan architec-
ture than strikes an ordinary eve; for like the Jain adaptations
of similar elements, it promised to lead through 2 natural
sequence of growth to new and probably attractive forms. Mr,
Fergusson says of the Amritsar golden temple or Darbar BSalib
that it isuseful as exemplifying one of the forms which Hinda
temple architecture assumed in the 19th century and there for
the present we must leave it. The Jains and Hindus may yet
do great things in it, if they can escape the influence of
European imitation; but now that the sovereignty has passed
from the Bikhs, we cannot €Xpect their priests or people to
indulge in a magnificence their Teligion does not countenance or
I!_ll:ﬂl.l.‘l'l.gﬂ.

Very few religions officiallay countenance Or encourage
ificence; they usually, indeed, begin by denouncing it; but

a8 their professors grow 1ich and prosperous they almost
invariably lapse into decorative powmp. Not ouly is upper storey
of the Darbar Sahib eheathed 1n plates of richly embossed and
heavily gilded beaten work in coppet, but the lower storey is
ncased in 2 panelling or wainscot of slabs of marbije inlaid with

mm.?mhmﬁ , mother-of-pearl, serpentine, lapis lazuli, ard othep
stones resembling in technique the work on the Agra Mumtaz
Mahal, but marked by some notable differences of artistic
treatment, The Sikhs are really and fong of decoration ss
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other Hindus, and they continus to spend large sums of money
on h_u;ut-ifying their temple. Wealthy members of other castes
are permitted (and find it good policy) to present contributions
in the form of inlaid marble slabs or copper plates with which
parts of in interior formerly painted in freseo merely, are now
being covered. The spirit of catholicity and tolerance which
practieally obtains ingthe matter of religious benefactions might
surprise those who are accustomed to look on the caste system
a8 absolutetely and in sll respects shutting off each division
from the rest.

The general supervision of the temple is in the hands of a
leading elder, at present (1884), Rai Kalyan Singh under whom
18 & large staff of secvitors, including certain craftsmen. Attached
to the foundation is a work shop where marble masonry is
constantly being wronght for the tepair of the shrine. The
workmen are Sikh, and they have the peculiarly leisurely way
af'nd_dmuiug themselves to labour which every where distin.
guishes those who take the daily wage of a wealthy corpora-
tion. The great, difference between their work and the simi
lar piefra dura of Agra lies in the introduction of living forms,
g, fishes, birds, and animals; sometimes the figure of a devo-
tee, to. whose beard is cleverly given a naturalistic air by
its being formed of a Picce of veined agate, is introduced.
The designs, too, though over suave wand flowing in line
like all modern Indian work, are less Italian in character
than those of Agra, and are marked by that local character
of all Sikh ornament, which is much easier to recognise than
to. desoribe. Itis notable that no attempt has been made to
apply the marble in lsy to the modern drawing-room uses
by whioh alone the Agrain layers of today manage to pick
upa living. No card-trays with jasper butterflies or inkstanda
with wreaths of vine foliage are offered to the public in
Amritsar; snd the existence of the industry is unknown to
may of the residents,

3. The embossed copper work is Wrought independently
otk 1 of the temple by chhateras or chasers who, like
metals others of their craft, also work in silver on
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occasion. The doors of the central building in which the Adi
Granth is kept during the day are sheathed in eilver, and are
good specimens of this interesting and beautiful art.

The B8ikha have a tradition that, at the consultations
held before beginning the golden temple, it was proposed to
make the building gorgeous with pearls, jewels and gold, but
that for fear of robbery plates of gilded metal and slabs of
inlaid marble were eventually adopted. The metal plates were
evidently suggested by the temples of Benares, to.one of
which, that of Bisheshwar, Malaraja Ranjit Singh contributed
gilded coverings for the domes. The temple at Patna, the
birthplace of Guru Gobind B8in_h, it may be noted, wasin
great part built by his liberality and it is kept in repair by
Punjab Sikhs to this day.

The beaten metal work is relatively chesp, a large copper

el about 2 feet 6 inches square, covered with foliage in
relief of excellent costing Rs. 24/-. 1t is obvious there are many
decorative purposes to which if our public and private buildi-
ngs were not so painfully poverty stricken, this art could
be applied. Recently a copy of one side of the largs door
leading from the Akalbungs to the temple has been executed
for the South Kensington Museum. The side that is turned to
the wall, however, is even more interesting than that sclected
for reproduction, being & very curious and admirable piece
of ivory inlay. Very few of the visitors to the temple are
sware of the existence of this inlay, and it is possibly owing
to the accideut of this being usually turned to the wall and
out of sight, that ivery inlay does not form one of the artissio
industries so curiously kept alive by Sikh piety. Fresco
painting al:o forms part of the decoration of the interior of
the temple, and it seems to be restored rore frequently
than is necessary. The work of to-day is inferior a8 depors.
vion to that originally wrought. Flowers, especially roses, are
treated in naturalistic manner, and crowded mnsse; of
detail in painfully brillisnt colours replace the simpler snd more
ornamental forms of early work,

4. The city of Amritsar contains some grod sPaI:i;nunn of
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architectural woodcarving ; and, salthough there
eannot be said to be a large trade, the carvers and
carpenters of the town turn out some excellent work. The town
is claimed indeed by the craft as the headquarters of the wood-
carver's art in the Province. Whether this is true may be
questioned ; but it is certain that some of the best pieces, such
as carved doors, etc, contributed to the Punjab Exhibition, 1881-
82, came from Amritsar.

Woed-car-ving

6. Brass-ware is wrought in considerable quantities and
exported. There are tow distinct schools of metal
work in the city, one producing the usual brass-

and copoer-ware of the plains, and the other the tinned and
chased copper pecaliar to Kashmiris which is made for the use
of the large colony of Kashmit, by their compétriots  Of the
firat there is not much to be said.

Metal-wares.

Brass casting is well done, but the work is not ornamented
to such an extent as at Rewari or Jagadhri. A few grotesque
figures and objects used in Hindu worship are produced but they
are, like all Punjab fignre work in Metal, much inferior to that
of sonthern India.

The type of the Kashmir work is a large COpper Samovar
with & perforated base admitting air to a charcoal stove which
ocoupics the eentre of the vessel. This form is of course an
importation, Salvers or thalis are also made in ccpper which is
tioned and eariched by concentric bands of Oornament ecut
through the tin into the copper ground. When new, the
effect of the red lines on the dull white ground is mnot
unpleasing.

6. Zine ornaments for use by the poorest classes are
: rudely cast, and in some streets the whole of the
moulder’s operations ure carricd on in the open sir.
It is noticeable that the patterns are inferior to those made in
Central India and in paits of the Bombay Presidency; where
this cheap material is largely used, and where flexible chains
with interwoven links are cast at one operation,

Jroaments.

Large quantities of mock jewelery are turned out, Brass,
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coloured g'ass, mock pearls, tinsel and gilt wire with eoloured
hends are the raw material, which is combined with svrprising
okill. These articles are =0ld at fairs and also in large numbers
in the bazars of all towns, and considering their gorgeous
appearance when new they may fairly be considered cheap.

At Jandiale, in thie district, brassware is made for
exportation, and the town also has & name for ekka wheels.

7. The ivory carving of Amritsar probably began with
the comb trade. Combs are necessary to Sikhs

. form a permanent portion of their attire. Box

" wood is used in large quantities, and chesper waods are also

employed; but the hest comb is made of ivory, decorated with
geometric patterns i open work like delicate ivory lace  Paper
knives, and the long parting comb of the European toilet are
also made. Occasionally sets of chessmen and similar small
articles are carved, but they are comaratively rare,

8. The blacksmith’s craft. generally backward, is not much
more advanced here than elsewhere. The dol, a
bowl-shaped bucket resembling those sttached to
mediseval wells in France, is neatly made in rivetted sheet iron
in mome numbers, and it is curious that notwithetanding the
very cheap rate at which English nails are imported, it should
still pay the local smith to make large quantities of nails. The
fact is European ingenuity is directed towards making the nail
as unobtrusive as possible, while the native carpenter prefers to
show it. A long and slender nail with » large clout head is his
favourite form snd it is driven without mercy through the
most delicate carving. Most native doors aod windows are
disfigured by this nail head, which stains the surrounding
surface, and tells among the carving as a la ge black blot, Hill
iron was formerly much used, and it is still spoken of as Suket
Mandiiron Tt is preferred for its softness and malleability by
some smiths, but English iron is driving it out of the market.”

ron.

9. 1884 may seem to belong to & different age but even
Modern industri-  £inCe the last edition of the Gazeticer was prepared
: & quarter of a century ago changes have beep
#xtensive and development remarkable. The shrewd business-
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men of Amritsar have taken advantage of every favourable turn
of the cconomic wind, every advance in mechanisation and
power, every improvement i means of communication and
trancport. The result is a hive of industry which of Iate vears
bas tended to concentrate near Chheharta which is served by
the main line of railway, the Grand Trunk Road and 2 power
station, The extension of municipal limits bhas also had some
influence in driving factories fuither out in order to eseape.
municipal imposts, Bome factories have even established
themselves as far away as Khaea, a railway staticn on the Grand
Trunk road nine miles fiom Amritsar., Most of the ribbon
development bhas occurred on the west side of the town along
the road to Lahore but a few factories bave recent!y establith.d
themselves at Verka to the north-east where electric power is
available within a few yards of their doors,

Apart from its effect on the landscape (and on the value
of land nesr the city as a commodity the poorest quality of
uncultivated land will fetch a bigger price than the best culti-
vated land if it is convenient!y located between the Urand Trunk
rond and the railvay) the extension of manufacturing bas two
other interesting aspects—the tendency to displare goods whick
require the elow loving care of the individusl craftsman and
lor perhaps consequentially) corcentration ¢n the mass produe-
tion of cheap articles. Perhaps this latter phase is inavitable,
for the small margin of surplus income, which is all the great
majority of the populace have, must be wheedled from their
pockets by a mass of cheap articles attractively produced.

10. Pashmira which occupied pride of place in the last
edition of the Gazetteer has been ousted by ‘the

Woollen stawls  power looms introduced by the woollen - mills.
Woth. For many years Amritsar was famous for the
manufacture of very fine shawls which werse made from the
finest wocl (parham from Tibet and Kashmir. This industry
bas almost ceased to exist but today there are in Amritsara
number of factorics where a lees fine quality cf shawl is woven.
The pashming shawl industry was practically killed by shawls
imported from France and Germany which were nicely finished
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and were coneiderably cheaper than the local article. About
ten years ago however alterations in the tariff duty on shawls
and woollen yarns were made which resulted in merchants here
being able to import yarn, manufacture shawle locally and sell
them cheaper than the French or German shawl. An impetus
to the shawl weaving industry was thus given and factories
engaged in this work have increased considerably of late. The
woollen yarn from which these shawls were made was at first
imported from France and Poland but for the past few years
the bulk of the imported yarn has come from Japsn with which
couniry these others are unable to compete. The shawls are
made in lengths of 6 to 6} yards and are sold by weight.
Pieces of 27 to 30 yards are also made then cut into the required
lengths. Local wholesale merchants buy the shawls or shawl
clo h from the the factories and have them cleazed, washed and
dyed in various colours. Thereafter they are embroidered.
Most. of the embroidery is done in two mills which were started
o few years ago for this purpose, The finer work Lowever is
done by Kashmiri Mubammadans in their own homes and when
specially fine embroidery is required the shawl cloth is sent to
Kashmir to be embroidered there. The chief markets for loeal
shawls are Bengal, Madras and other provinces of India.

11, With the introduction of woollen spinning and weaving
Woollen Indes. Mills in the Amritsar district, the manufacture cof
uy. heavy woollens such as blankets, serges etc, came
into being, and Amritear has become a centre for the production
of woven woollen cloths of the heavy warietics, and thusa
woollen manufacoring centre. Besides the heavy woollens,
several new factories are now producing various types of woollen
serges, tweeds and worsteds.

12. The manufacture of silk piecegoods, an old ind ustiy,

ik has dwfndled and at the present time is practically
non-existent. The silk article has given way to

artificial silk fabric. Three or four factories are now turr
out artificial silk fabrics, At first these factories employed
Japanese textile experts but these bave now bLeen replaced by
Indians who have been trained at industrial schools snd o ills
in Bombay and Abwedabad. The yarn used Ly these factories

ing



o
Aumrrsaw District) T [SEetoN B
is imported from Japan and Italy, The output at first wad
perhaps crude and of simple weave but with additions to the

machinery fine fabrice can now be produced. ‘1hese are sold in
the local market and also to moffusil markets, '

13. Formerly all coating and shirting cloth was imported
from England and certain Continental countries
but nowadays & counsiderable amount of cloth
required in Amritsar for local cossumption and for distribution
to other markets in Northern India 18 manufactured in local
factories, For this purpose silk yarn, staple fibre yarn acd
cotton yarn are used. ‘The gilk and staple yarn aie obtained
feom China, Italy and Japan while the cotton yarn comes fiom
Bombay and Central Provinces. The yarn is first dyed and
then woven into cloth to suit present-day designs. None of Lhe
factories has its own fin:shing plant but local enterprise has
been equal to the occasion and there are now a few mills estab-
lished where bleaching and finishing of cloth is done and where
it is made ready for sale locally or to the surrounding
districts.

14, Carpet wesving has been carried onin Awmritsar for
Carpots many years and although the industry is not flour-
ishing as it did a number of years 8go, very fine
qualities of carpets are still produced and exported to various
countries throughout the world. Kxpansion began inabout 1919,

A woollen mill tor the manufcture of carpet yarns was established
in 1921 and 1t is estimated that at the close of 1920 there were
upwards of six hundred hand-weaving carpet looms in the
district employing over three thousand weavers. The carpets
increased not only in quentity but also in quality and there
was & marked revival overseas in the use of Amritsar carpets.
The industry continued to flourish until the ecomomic erisis
-shook the world ten years ago when the demand, particularly
in Am:rica which was the chief market, closed down almost
‘completely and severely affected the local industry, Since that
time the carpst factories have been working minly on cheaper
. grades of earpats for the Europen anl Cana linn markets,
Changes of fashion have no doubt also contributed to reduce

Othar - textils
fabrics
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activity. Thers are four factories cperating in or near Amritser,
three in Indisn ownership and one a European company. The
carpets are hand-woven by muslim weavers who are trained
from a very eatly age. 'lhey aie paid according 1o the number
of stitches woven into a carpet which may vary from forty to
four hundred to the square inch.

15. There are nowadays a few factories where articles

such as pullovers, socks and undervests are

manufactured. This industry is small at present
and cannot be compared to the hosiery industry of certain other
towns in the punjub,

16. A sugar mill under the name Amritsar Sngar Mil(s Co.,

Ltd., was started about 1924, In this mill coarse

Scpar. raw oane sugar (gur)is refined. The gur is

important from the United Frovince. The average daily output
of thia mill about 120 bags, is consumed locally.

The city bas developed a chemical indnstry. [ts plant is
as good as that of any oiher .i.ﬂl'il.l.l!nf-l'l&l city of India and local
‘production is meeting the provincial demand.

7. The Amritsar distillery sitaated outside the Mahan.
singh Gate of the city, but soon to move to Khass
Distillery. owing to the public nuisance coused by its
offluent 1n a congested tll'!ﬂ_an area, was founded by Messrs A E.
aod B.J. Dyerin 1398. §mcu 1924 it has been a public liabilty
et wida e pital of two and a half lakbs of rupees which
was doubled in 1938. The ‘i“t““f"]r o _dn:.nng the biggest bussi-
peee of its kind in the province and mndd:t:r.:rn. to the ususl county
epirits, special spiced spirits, rf_ect-.fled Epirits and methylated
spirit it Dnow produces whisky, gin, brandy snd rum made in
some cases from different bases f.om those used in England. SBome
idea of the progress of the company will appear froom the fact
that while in its first year it paid Rs. 1,668,094/ as stil head duty
the amount paid in 1938-39 (forty years later) was Rs. 17,26,
784/-(the rate of duty per London FProof gallon of plain spirit
having changesd in the interval from Rs. 4/- to Rs. 6/4/-),
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18. Labour conditions in the industrial areas have remain-
ed fairly quite. This is due to the fact thatin the
first place ther are no very large lahour concentra-

- tions in the district, and secondly that the conditions of lebunr

are such that unless these are exploited by persons pursuing
political motives and the labourers are fairly content since they
can find more or less permanent employment. Fortunately the
Amritear disticts hasnot euffered from famine conditions, ;and
as Amritsar city itsalf is the largest commercial eity in Northarn
India, there is very little of what can be termed unemployment
smong the [abouring class. e

Labour.

o=

COMMERCE TRADE
SECTION F

V. Amritsar has always held the highest position of. any
town or city in the province as an entrepot of
trade, Goods imported by its merchants find
their way to many corners of India and to Afghanistan, At one
time the chief imports were cotton and wuollen piecegoods from
Lanca:hire and Yorkshire but the import of cotton goods has for
some years been on the wane and the bulk of this market’s
requirements is now supplied by Bombay and Ahmedabad mills,
Japan supplies the Amritear market with a great veriety of sund-
ry articles, e.g. buttons, laces, ribbons, combs, cutlery, crockery,
electrical goods, in addition to Jarge quantities of cotton, woollen
and artificial silc piecegoods and woollen yarn. Other commeo-
dities imported mcstly from Centinental conntries are dyes,
sewing machines, chemicals, medicines and hardware of various
descriptions.

2. The principal exports from Amritsar are goatskins,
Exporte sheepskins, cow and buflalo hides, woc, goathair,
and :eeds of various kinds such as celery and

sesame. The largest market for goatskins is America to which
country a considerable number of skins isexported. Sheepsking
are chiefly taken by Scandanvian countiies, France and Ltaly
but a fair quantity is sent to Madras for tauning and despatch

Imports.
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to the London market. Hides are exportod to England, Greece
and the Near East and a small quantity to America. A certain
quantity of wool is exported to America but the bulk of the
wool collected in this district goes to Liverpool where it is sold
at the wool auctions held there about once a month., Goathair
i8 also sent to the Liverpool auction and a certain amount to
America. The seeds produced in or near this district are
‘mainly taken by America where oil is extracted and used in
‘medicines,
3. A large trade in gold bars was carried on at cpe time
Geld. Gold was imported from London. It was used to
some extent in the embroidery industry but chiefly
for the making of ornaments, When England went off the gold
standard the price of gold rose sharply and has remaioed at a
high level since 1931. Much of the gold held in India in the
shape of ornaments hes since that date been disposed of and
‘thers has been little trade in gold bars for some years.

4. Importers receive considerable assistance in their bus.-

Banke. ness from the Banks established here. These are:—
Establiched in Amritear.
National Bank of India Ltd. 1900
Punjab National Bank Ltd. 1901
Allahabad Bank Limited 1905
Chartered Bank of India Australia and China 1908
Central Bank of India, Ltd. 1017
Imperial Bank of India 1921
Lloyds Bank Limited. 1930
COMMUNICATIONS
SECTION G

1. 'Amritsar as's compact accessible distriet in the centre

“Ydetéauctery.  Of the province, an industrial area and entrepot

norivalled in Northern India, and a religious and

political magnet, has always had an early share of any advance in
facilities for transportation.
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2. The Noth Western Railway from Lahore enters the
Railways west side of the district near Atari in the Tarn
Taran tehsil, and runs thence 17 miles to

Amritsar, with stations at Atari, Gurusar Sutlani, Khasa and
Chheharta. Fiom Amritsar to the bridge over the Beas at
Wazir Bhulla the distance is 27 miles and there are stations gt
Mananwala, Jandiala, Tangra, Butari and Beas | Wazir Bhullar),
This is the main line from Delhi to Peshawar via Ambals. When
originally constructed the line was single, but it is now & double
line all through the district, z '

Amritsar is the junction of the following branch lires.~-

(1} Amritsar-Pathankot line, with a further extension on

the 2 ft. 6 inches gauge from Pathankot to Baijnath
Paprola.

(2) Tarn Taran Patti-Kasur.

(1) Amxitsar-Pathankot. Pathankot is at the foot of the
hills and this line leaves the district at Jaintipur whereit enterg
the Batala tebsil of Gurdaspur. It runs for 17 miles in the
Amritsar district with stations at Verks, Kathunangal and
Jaintipur.

(2) Tarm Taran-Patti-Kasur. This branch fipe runs
southward from Amritsar Junction through Tarn Taran, e ter-
ing the Kasur tahsil of Lahore district near the town of Pags;
at the distance of about 26 miles from Amritsar, There age
stations in the district at Bhagtanwals, Fangrava Sahib,
Gohlwar-Varpal, ‘Dhukhnawaran, Tarn Taran, Jandoki and
Kairon.

Another branch line Verka-Narowal-Sialkot) has its junction
at Verka five miles from Amritsar. This section of the line
upto Dera Baba Nanak was opened on 3rd May 1027, upto
Jassar on 6th May 192/ and from Jassar to Narowal on 921s
December 1627 It leaves the Amri‘sar district st Fags bgarh
Churian where it enters the Batala tahsil of Gurl:'upur but
reenters Ajnala tahsil at Ramdas. There are station; at
Majith=, Kotla Gujran and Ramdas; and the station for Fatehgarh

" Churian is also located in this district. Ramdasto some smal]
extent eerves the Ajnala tahsil which was formery altogether cug
off from railway facilities.
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Themain line was originally constructed by the Sind
Railway Company with 8 Government guarantee of 5 per cent
on the capital expended. The first portion laid down was that
from Amritsar to Labore, in 1862, and this was the first section
of railway opened in the Punjab, The extension fiom Amritsar
to Delhi was begun in 1863 with the came guarantee, and the
whole was taken over in 1870 by the 8ind, Punjab snd Delhi
Railway Company, which came into existence iu that vear, The
iron girder bridge over the Beas was coustructed and opened in
1869. This proved a work of much difficulty. The foods of
1870 ond 1871 damaged the protection works, and in the later
year traffio was entirely stopped. The damaged girders were
renewed and five exira spans ‘were added, and the bridee was
reopened in 1873, since when vo serions damage has occarred,
The actual cost of the bridge was close upon twenty three lakhs
of rupess. The doubling of the line necessitated .the building
of & new steel bridge, which was opened fur trafficin 1908. It
now consists of 9 spans of 200 ft, each and is situated s few
hund:ed yards above the oli bridgze, which bas since been con-
verted into & road bridge. The branch line from Amntsar to
Pathankot was constructed by the Provincial Governmept in
1883.

The original covenant with the Sind, Punjab and Delhi’
Lailway Compsny gave Government the power to buy the
Company's Railway at the end of tweniyfive years from the
date of commencement of the lease of the land acquired for it,
This period expired on 3lst December. 1685 whereupon
(oxernment, in view of the strategical imporiance of the line,
purchased the whole line, and this, includivg the Pathankot
branch, is now worked by the North Western Railway. The
Amritsar, Tarn Taran and Patti Branch (opened in 1807) bel-n-
ged to Messrs Kulick Nixon & Co. from whom it was purchased
by the Central Government on 31st December 1035,

The Amritsar tahsil is thus traversed from end to end by
the main line and hetween Amritsar and Jaintipur by the
Pathankont branch line, while the Tarn Taran tahsil 18 bisected
by the Patti branch' line, so that these two tahsils possess
excellent railway facilitics. The Ajnals tahsil, which had' no
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railway at all, is now served by the Amritsar-Verka-Narowsl
Bection via Ramdas station. '

3. The district is even better served by roais some of
Reads. which are metalled and others mnmetalled,  Most
of the metalled roads are maintained by the Pahlie
Works Department from provincisl funds, while some metalled
roads and a'l unmetalled roads are maintained bv the Dis*rict
Board. ' The more imnortant of these Iatter roads are classified
a8 olase TT Roads, and the Punjab Government contribntes 28
percent of the expenditnre on their maintenance to the D’rtrict
Board. All the meta'led roads in the distrint have heen made
dustproof by snrfacing with tar A mechanical road grader is
vsed by the District Board in ma‘ntaining some of the nnmeta.
lled roads, which are thns kept fairly motarahle th-onghont the
year. Most of tha roada maintnired bv tha Puhlin Works
Department are on tha list of Class 1 Arterial Roads. They
are 1—
1. Grand Trork Road. Arterial ¥o 1
This roed rune paralle]l to the main line of the ra'lway
across the district from the Beas River to the Lshnare lorder
two miles bavond Attari. s distance nf 4% milen. Tte mota'led
surface is.twelve feet wida from Beas to Amritser, Fut hevend
Amritsar it is twenty feet wide to eape with metor Yarre traffie
which on this section is the heaviest in the Punjab. Averace
cost of maintenance of this road with approach roads tn Tnrari,
Jandial:. Chheharta and Khasa railwav stations i= Ra. 50,000/~
per year. ‘The total length maintained is 50.55 miles.

5. Amritsar-Bsijnath Road- Arterial No. 14,

The Amritsar-Pathankot Rosd which had not been reme*al-
Jed for many vears and had sunk a'mnst to the status of &
kacha road was tsken over by the Purjab P.W.D for
maintenance in the year 1974-25 and has since then been kept
up in a good condition, 1879 miles of thsioad ara in the
Amrit-ar District, and the average cost of their maintenarce
with approach roads to Veika, Kathunangal and Jaiotipur
stations is Re. 18,000/~
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8. Amritsar-8ialkot Road. Arterial No,34

This is the only metalled road in Ajnals tah<il. Tt passes
from Amritsar thraugh A jnala to Ramdas. Tt was taken over
by tha Punjsh ¥, W. D. from the District Board in the year
1727-28 and has rince then been snrfaced with tar: Tt crosses
the “al ki Stream by o bridge, which formed ti'l 1938 the only
Eure commnnication hetween the two parts into which that
stream divides tl e 1ahail. Beyind Ramdas the road prases
throngh Gurdsspur district to Sialkot crossing the Ravi near
Dear Baba Nanak by s combined rail-road bridge. Average
eost of maintenance of 29.08 miles in the Amritsar District is
Rs. 26000/- per yesr.

4. Roads of Class IT taken over from the District Board
in Appril 1938 and now maintained by the Punjab P. W, D.

(i) Amritsar-Harike Road passing through Tarn Taran
15.13 miles. Cost of mainténance in 1938-39 was
Ks, 21900/-,

(i) Tarn Taran-Goindwal Rrad passing through Fateha-
bad, 13 81 miles. Cost of maintenance in 1938.30 was
Rs. 18607/-,

The total lonath of metalled rnads inthe dictriet maintai-
ned by the Punjab P, W. D, was 127'28 miles on 1.4.1939,

The Diatriet Roard ma'ntains a length of 184 miles of
Claes TI meta'led ard 117 miles of Class T1 wnmetalled roads
whose cost of maintenance in the year 1933.30 was Rs 16000/,

Tn ad lition tn the ahove tha District Roard maintsing 3§
miles of elass TTT metalled and 223 miles of clasa IIT uometal'en
roads at an averige annual cost of Rs. 21n10/-,

The f-Vlowine tahle shows the prineipal roids of the distriet
tagether with the ha'tirg places on them and the conveniences
for travellors ta ba found at sach. The good motorable roads
along the banks of the eanals are not shown as they are nor
available to ordinary traffie,
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Routs—p Halting Place. | Distance Remarks.
in Miles
imﬁtﬂr to Jullon- ! Jandials 10 Railway station 1§ miles
dor Grand Trunk Koad distan.-s. Serai, encamping g.ound
(matalled and tarred) and Folice Staton. Cenal rest
houss 1-1/2 miles distance, FPoat
office and [elegraph Uifice.
Raya 12 Encampiog ground agd ecasal
rest house.
Wasir Bhullgr 8 Baas Railway Satlen Raflway
Officers” rest boups. Foul Qihce.

Amritear to Lahore Police  Station,

Grand Tronk Road Gharieda 12 sncamping ground. Goreser Sutlaal
(metatlod and tarred). Railway Station 3/4 mils distaoce.
' Attarl, ] Rallway Statlon, Post Offics,

Rest Housa.

Amritear to Ramdas, Raja Sassl 4 Encamping ground, FPost Office.
{catalied and .

Ajnala ] Tahsil, Police Station, District
Board Hest Houss Encamping
grouod and Serai. Post

Ramdas 13 District Board Rest House.
Seraui. Post Ofbce.

Amitserto Batala Verka 8 Ballway Stati.n, Post Office.
(metalied and turred)

Kathu Nangal 8 Ral'way Statizn one mile distance
Serial, canal rest bugse, camping
ground. Pulice Station. E’M
Uifice.

Jaintipar ? Rallway Station. Canal resd
house.

Amrltsar to Harike Tahsil. Camping ground. Police
m;ﬁlﬁ miles metall- Tarn Taran. 15 Statiom. Distrit Board  rest
od tarred) houss. Post Office agd teiegraph

cifice.

birhall Kalan 12 Camping eround and seral Post
Omce. Pulice Station,

Tarmn Taran to Fatehabad 12 Post Office.

1
(metalled aad tarred) Guindwal 3 Ferry Post Offico.

4, River traffic is now very local and relatively unimpo-tant

Firries.

The farries on the river Bavi which are controlled

by the Amritsar authorities are .



AumiTsar Drstaicr) - (Szcrion G
Namest feery. Miles from poins| Number of beate
e
1. Kassowala 1 |
3. Phulpurs 4 2
3. Dand a 8
4. Daiwala 11 L]
4, Mirows! 10 ‘
8. Hhainlan 18 s
7. Lidhar 20 2
8. Bhiadias u 3
9. Kakler I 1 ]

[

Bome of these ferries, such as Daud snd Mirowal, take
their names from villages in the Sialkot district. On the Beas
river the ferrics mansged from Amritsar are :

Nameof erry. Lul.lllll.!i‘ from tlul Hombar of
] -- , um;uhku?::lml buu__.
1. Chakaki 132 | 4
2 Gagrewal 18 d
4, Vairowal 10 4
4. Goindwal Khamba n 4
5. Go'ndwal Miani 24 i
8. Jchal = 4
7. Munda 81 4
8, Ghorka 84 4
§. Chamba . 4

The ferriea on both the rivers are supervised by a daroga
with the aid of two peons. The leases are sold esch year
geparately, or in pairs to the highest bidder by the district
board which is the controlling authority.
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5. (s) Postoffices. The Head Post Office at Amritsar is
Poatal situated on the New Court Road and commands s
frasgementt  prominent positon. Itisa new building which
provides accommodation for the Post and Telegraph offices and
other offices such as the Telephone Exchange and the Office of
Sub Divisional Officer, Telegraphs. In the town itself there are
16 sub-offices and 5 branch offices in addition to the Head
Offics under the control of the Postmaster Amritsar. There are
19 sub-offices and 204 branch offices in theinterior of the district
which are under the control of the Superintendent of Post
offices, Gurdaspur Division: To afford posting facilities to the
public 92 letter boxes are located st important cenires and
cleared at convenient hours,

The Amritsar Head Office 1ssues four deliveries during the
day at convenient hours, Besides the Amritsar Head Uffice
there are two delivery Sub-Uffices in the town namely (1) Khalsa
College, aud (2) Medical Scnool. A post box system for delivery
of mails is also available,

The Railway Mail Servic office sitaated at the Amritsar
Railway Station scrves as an intermediary for the exchange of
mails with post offices and the various fuoning sections. This
office is under the Superintendent R, M. 8., Division, Lahore:

(b) Telephones. Amritsar is the headquarter of the
Sub-Divisional Officer Telographs whose office is situated * in the
compound of the Post and Telegraph Office. This sub-division
embraces the area bounded by Luhore, Kasur, Ludhiana, Chamba
and Manali, The maintenance and development of all telegraph
and telephone facilities (including those of railway and cavals)
is in the bands of the Divisional Engineer, Telegraphs, whose
headquarters are at Ferozepore.

The Telephone System has developed by leaps and bounds
during the last twentyfive years. In the year 1914 it was only
& B0 line magneto exchange. In 1922 it was converted into 300
line central battery system. In the year 1925 this was converted
into an automatic system which at present serves about 500
subscribers in the city and its suburbs. Amritsar is now directly
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connected with almost all the important places in the Punjab; as
also with the general telephone system of India. The number of
telephone calls now dealt with by this exchange is sbout 1200 a
day many of which are made to Calcutta, Bombay, Karachi,
Madras and Cawnpore, A number of Public Call Offices has also
been opcned in the City and Civil Area at convenient centres,

(0) Telegraph Office. There isa departmental telegraph
office at Amritsar located in the same building as the Head Post
Qifice. The City area is also served by several combined post
and telegraph offices the most imporiant being the Majith Mandi
and the Golden Temple Offices. All ths offices are in direct
telegraphio communication with Lahore. [he phonogran system
is available to telephons subscribers accord.ng to which telegrams
are received from them on the telephone for onward tracsmiss-
ion. Telegrams reccived for delivery are alio telephoned to ths
subscribers,

— — =

FAMINE
BECTION H

Bince the scarcity of 1868-60 described in chapter I there
have been other years of scarcity, such as 1899-1900 acd 1907.08
when the failure of the rains resulted in a eerious shortage of
fodder and the price of wheat and oiher principal staples rose
very high, This is liable to happen inany year, but even in the
worst years famine was never proclaimed and is never likely to be
%0, a8 the district is so well protected by canal and well irriga-
tion. In fact, Amritsar may be regarded as a district from
which lirge supplies can be exported in case of famine in other
parts of Indis, not only from local produce but from the huge
imported stocks always held in the city. The unprotected area
of the Ajnala tabsil which lies beyond the Sakki Nals, is the tract
most quickly affected by a shortags of the rains and consequeutly
most liable to famine, but despite its isolated position and luck of
communications by rail and road, even here no serious famine
need be anticipated. The 83 estates classed as insecure in the
district come under regular review by the Collector who is thus
forewarned of the advance of distress,
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CHAPTER NNI—Administrative.
SECTION A—ADMINISTRATIVE Divisrons.

1. The Amritsar district lies in the Jullundur division which is
in the administrative charge of a Commissioner whose headquar-
osisteria) and  ters are at Jullundur, District administration is in

revenne adminis.-

tration, charge of & Deputy Commissioner who among other
fllﬂﬂtim:! perforims the duties of District Mazistrate and Collec
tor and is the local agent of the Court of Wards Punjab (under
whose superintendence Atariis the only estate in this distriet
at present). To assist him he has nine Extra Assistant Comm-
issioners, one of whom is additional District Magistrate, one reve-
Due assistant, and one treasury officer. The others do magiste-
rial, revenue and miscellaneons executive work under the diree-
tion of the Deputy Commissioner. Thereare no sub.divisions
in ths district which is divided into the three tahsilsa of Tarn
Taran, Amritsar and ajnala each in charge of a tabsildar assisted
by a naib tahsildar. Tahsildars ordinarily exercise the powers
ofa second class magistrate and assistant collector second
grade, Naib Tahsildars have the same revenue powers but are
ordinarily third class magistrates, The subordinate revenue
stafl (st the clo-e of settlement operation in 1v40) consists of the
following number of kanungos acd patwaris.—

| Offics

sl tant

District| Naib | Field [ Special |' A
Kanungo | Sadar | kanungo kanunge:| moharrir] Patwards patwaris,
Headquarters. 7 1 l 1
Tarn Tann L] L | 108 ?
tahail,
Amritsar tahafl, 1 | w | 1
Afaala tabail. i s | o8 | '
Totaldistrict. | 1 1 s 1 || 317 1%

In addition to the stipendiary staff there is usually a
number of honorary mayistrates and assistant collectors. These
at present are one gent'eman exercising the powers of {irst class
magistrate and of an assistant collector first grade, three first
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class magistrates sitting singly, one third class magistrate,
and the Amritsar city bench exercising second  class
powers.

The administration is assisted in the rural ares by lambar-
dar or village headmen. safedposhes and zailders. All these
appointments are in the Collector’s hands ?jlhiﬁl:t to the
' appellate control of the Commissioner and the Finsnocial-Comm-
issioner. The old leadership in the villages is mainteined in the
hereditary basis of succession to lambardar. The other posts
are filled by selection from a lim'ted field consitting of lambar-
dars and candidates approved by the Commissioner.

Rach village has one or more headmen according to its size
and tribal constitution and the suitablity of their
pumber is reconsidered at each settlement, No ge-
neral reduction has been considered necessary in the current re-
settlement. There are now 934 lambardars in Tarn Taran tahsil,
{084 in Amritear tahsil and 777in Ajnale, a total of 2706 for
the 1000 Estates in the district. The number of posts has fallen
by 31 only in the last twenty five years,

Headmen.

3. ¥rom the settlement report of 1914 it appears the chief

e ek headmen (ala lambardars) were appointed in all
men, villages at the second regular settlement in 1885.
They were remunerated by 8 cess of one per cent on the land
revenue over and above the pachotra taken by the ordinary
headmen, snd in addition a plot of land was set aside in each
village and know as the ala-lambardar's muafi. The revenue
of these plots was fixed but remitted in favour of the chief
headmen. Subsequently, under the orders contaived in Punjab
Government letter No, 31, dated 1st February 1890, these muafis
were resumed and in lieu of them cash frams of equivalent value,
but not exceeding one per cent of the revenue uf the village; were
assigned to ala lambarders  1n the third regular seitlement s
acheme was sanctioned under which the office of ala lambardar
was to be abolished on the death of the existing incumbent in
villiges where there were only one or omly two lambardars.
Wheze there wers more than two lambardars the office of ons ala
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~ lambardar was not to be interfered with during the term of
settlement. The value of the cash inams at that date was
Re. 9,078/, Of this sum Rs. 5.127)- were to' be continued
for the term of settlement, and the balance of Rs. 3,051)- ‘was
to be resumed on the death of existine inenmbents. T¢ wan not,
bowever, to be credited to Government, but to be utilised for
the creation of safedposhi inam:. Rixteen years later Punfab
Government letter No. 2338, dated 1st June 1909; sahotioned
the gradual abolition of the ala lambardari system in all districts
where it still obtained.  On the extinction of each office: on ' the
death, dismis«al or resignation of the existine incumbent the
the special cesz of one per cent was no langer #0 he rolleetad and
the oazh imam was to be vreanmed. Up tn the limit of B 3 951/
sanctioned in 1893 resumed fmams were to ba davoted to ‘the
creation of safedposhi grants, bnt beyand that limit they were
to be credited to Government. The #ffert of these srders was
to reduce the number of ala lambardars frem 1,134 at  the:
. third regular settlement to 589 at the fourth regnlar settlement;
In the ordinary course of na*ure the number has considerably
derlined since then and there are row only 59 left to ‘enfoy
inams aggr-gating Re. F68/—/21 in Ta*n Taran tahsil to the
value of Rs. 195/-; -7 in Amritaar tahsil to the value of Ra.353/-
snd 11 in the Ajnala tahsil to the value of Rs, 120/-.

4. The zaildari system was introduced into the Amritssr
L distriet in 1865 by Mr, Prinsep, settlement * com-
Superior = - ik
fural officliis . missioner, The zsildars were paid by a rurcharge
:?J"pm“"  on the revenne of the l_'-il which varied from
5 =i tyélva annas to one runee eight Annas per cent.
There svere .originally fortyone zaildars but the limits of
. thefr zails d:d not al ways correspond with those of patwari circles
ot police staticns,  In the review of the aringements under-
taken iri the third regular settlement (+843) the nun:fhe-_r of
‘posts was - raised 1o fortythree "and each ziildar (Exi_:'oyt' the
‘focuribent of the head.quarters gail who received twelve anna
per hundred rupees) was paid one per cent on the revenue of
bis zail. At the fourth regular settlemeut (19.4) no change
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“was made in the number or boundaries of zails but the inequal-
ties in the scale of payment were removed by fixing the pay of
thirlyfour posts at Re, 850f)-a year and the other nine at
Ds.450/- a year., These arrangements have been reconsidered
in the fifth regular settlement (1010) and considerable charges
‘bave been made,” Most of these have been alterations of bound-
aries. The principal consideration has been administrative
eonvenience, With the creation of two new police stations
sines the previous settlement several zaildars found themselves
serving more than one police station. This has been remedied
and the Superintendent of police has taken the opportunity to
Amprove the limits of this police stations. Due regard wes had
to vested interests. The ereation of an additional zail in the
southw: st of Ajnala tahsil to improve the control of crime was
sanctioned with effect from the enforcement of the reassessment,
Each 2ail bas at least one dssistant ealled a sofedposh. The
pumber of these posts was reduced at last settlement from
wighty six to fifty nine which allowed sixteen zsils to have two
safcdporhes each. Inthis settlement some changes have besn
made which produced a net reduction of #ix posts. A sugges
ban for the increase of emoluments of zaildsrs and sofedposhes
g under consideration when the new qssesement js
enforced. In the following statement of 2ails &% reconstituteg
the number of estates in each gail is ehown in brackets after it
and those eails whish have two postes of safedposhi are
dcaliviged.

Tarn Taran tahsil, ~Atari (15), Gharinda (19), Serai Atdanat
(18), Kasel (18), Panjwar (22) Manchahal (24), Tarn Taran {80),
Rarg (20), Rasulpur (33), Khadur Schib (18), Jalalabsd féu}.
Vairowal (27), Jamerai (15), Kairen (20), Sirkali (@), and
Munda (14). = 'l

Amritear tahsil<Mirankot (28), Amritser (14), Gilwall (29),

Mojithe (21), Tarpai (33), Chawinds (40), Mattewal (38), Fatehs
-pur Rajputan (22), Bundala (25), Mallian (22), Tarsikka (

-Mehta (21), Sheron Baghs (17), Butala (20), and ChiCa fath
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- Ajnala tahsil:—Ramdas (34), Gaggomahl(34), Vachhoa (32),
Sehnsra (25), Ainala (27), Ballarwal (31), Karyal (27), Rajisansi
(18), Bhindi (35), Bhilowal (24), Kakkar (21). Khiala (22), and
Lopoke (17).

EECTION B—CIVIL AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

1. The principal court of original Civil Jurisdiction in the
District is that of the District Judge. For the
trial of ordinary Civil suits there is at present a
stafl of 6 SBubordinate Judges, all members of the Provincial
Civil Bervice, consisting of a Senior Subordinate Judge, three
18t Class and two 2nd Ciass Subordinate Judges, L'wo of these
are posted in the tahsil towns of Ajnala and l'arn Taran,
There 1s also an 1. C. 8, Officer reeeiving Judicial training a&s a
4th Class Subordinate Judge. In addition, a Small Cause Court
is provided for Amritsar town, of which the present staff
consists of a Judge, an Additional Judge and s Reyistrar, who
sre P. C. B, otficers. There is no honorary Subordinate Judge
at present in the District.

It ia interesting to note that in the twenty two years from
1918 to 1937, the number of Courts of Bubordinate Judges in
thu distriot was never lesa than 11 and was once as high aa
16 (in 1925) The subsepucat reduction, due to the fall in the
volume of civil litigation, is the direct result of the agrarian
legislation of recent years, commencing with the Relief of
Indebtedenss Act of 1934, and in particular of the setting up
under that Act in 19335 of a Debt Conciliation Board which is
© empgwered to deal colleotively with the debts of agriculturists.
Hon@y litigation has also been discouraged by the increased
. protection sfforded to judgment debtors against the
various modes of recovery open to decree holders, Table number
85 in volumeB olearly exhibits the effect on money suits.

The District Judge exercises civil appellate poweis and
this forms the bulk of his civil work. He very rarely tries a
suit of thz ordinary civil nature, butisetill the only cowmt i

"o
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the district empowered to deal with cases under the
Lunacy Act, the Divorce Act, the Trusts Act and
sontested probate cases underthe Indian Succession Act. Powers
under the Provincial Insolvency Aet and the Guardian and Wards
Act, as also limited powersunder the Indian Succession Act have
been delezated to selected Subordinate Judges The J udge of
the Amritsar'Small Cause Court is- at present invested with
powers under thetwo former Acts. The Senior Subordinate
Judge exercises limited ocivil appellate powers and enjoys
exclusive jurisdiction under the Land Acquisition Act. Control
of the Process-Serving Ageney, which consists of a Civil Nagar,
10 Naib Nazars, 10 Bailiffs and 96 Process servers is vestad in
the Administrative Subordinate J udge. This appointment is
of a very recent creation, and is held by the Registrar, Bmall
Cause Court, in sddition to his own duties.

The Insolvency Judge is sssisted by an Official Receiver,
who acta as an officer of the Court for the liquidation of insol-
venta’ estates, and distribution of the assets among the credi-
tors. All court sales are conducted by an Official Auctioneer,
These two officers are remunerated by percentage commission
on the sums realised or handled by them. In addition, there
ate six appointments of Oath Commissioners and four of
commissioners and for the recording  of evidence,
which are held by selected practising lawyers: The formes are
au.horised to charge eight annas for each affidavit attasted by
them; the latter receive the fees fixed for each commission by
the issuing courts. .

The District Judge i» also Session Judge of the Amritsar
Division, and in that capacita tries all cases committed to him,
the great majority of which are murder cases, and slso deals with
sll criminal appeals from 1st Class Magistrates in which the
sentence does not exceed four years, The criminal work hss
inoreased so greatly in the past six years that it hss been
found pecessary to obtain the services of one or more Additional
Bessions Judges for a considerable part of each year, The

_ average number of murder cases decided each year from 1934
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to 1939 inclusive was 71 as against an average of 38 such cases
in each of the 5 years 1929 to 1933

"2, The Amritsar Bar has s strength of 299 aumbers, of

o whom 12 are Barristers-at-Law, 43 are Advooates

‘of the High Court and the remaining 244 are

The sanctioned cadre of petition writers for this District

is 120, bt there are only 91 practising at present, and further

recruitment has been stopped in pursuance of the policy of

of reserving the work of drafting and conveyancing for members
of the legal profession.

8.  The Deputy Commissioner is ex officio registrar for thn
district but most of his work is doneby a Extra

Hagistration
Assistant Commissioner who is appointed Joint

Ragutrar There are four registration Sub-districts-one for -
each tahsil and one for the Amritsar municipal ares. Each of

these sub-districts has a departmental sub-registrar while
tahsildars jare ex officio joint sube-registrars of their tahsils,

The annual revenue from registration i85 now about
Rs, 90,000/-.

SECTION C—Lanp Revesue.

1. It isin many cases almost impossible to class a village
THlage comm satisfactorily under any one of the ordinarily
sad  recognised tepures: the primary measure of

right between the main sub-divisions of the village

may follow one form, while the interior distribution among

the several proprietors of each of these sub-divisons follows

" another form which itself often varies from one sub-division te

another. The following table shows the classification recorded in
the fifth Regular Settlement: ) '

m
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Only five estates in the district have made ancestral right’
the unit for distribution of revenue over their holdings, In all
others the owners made themselves T®3ponsible for the ravenue
of the area actually in their possession,

" 2. The following paragraphs are quoted from a report by

ot Mr. E. A Prinsep, Settlement Commissioner, the

pmyouous  officer who was in chargelof the Second Regular

Settlement of Amritsar from 1862 to 1865. They

describe clearly the main forms of tenure found in the

district and the way in which one form is developed out of
another:—

" Generally speaking, the Theory of tenure may be
described as af ons time or other coming under cne of the

following stages: —
I.—1he Partriarchal or Landlord. _
II.—The Communal or Joint stock,
III.—The Divided, regulated by ancestral shares,
IV.—The Divided, regulated by customary shares.
V.—The Accidental, regulated by possession, |

I know of no better way of showing the transition from one

stage to another, and the causes which produce it, than by giving
the following illustration, !

The founder of a village seoures 2 Property by - purchase,
grant, appropriation or conquest. He has a family of six sons,
he holds it all himself. This represents the firgt period, and
sotresponds with the pure Landlord syatem.

L
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At his death the six sons being connected by & strong tie,
hold the property in common; those sons too prefer to maintain
the joint interest in this form; land is abundent, revenue is
taken in kind, they have no differences to oecasion any necéssity
for resort te division, so the “Communal” system is maintained

intact, the interest of each brother or shareholder being reghlated
by the laws of inheritance.

In course of time population increases, and with it the
demand for land; dissensions begin. The descendants of ope
son have been cultivating less-those of another, more, then the
shares which regulate the division of profits. 1o prevent
further disputes, the estate is divided according to the laws of
inheritance, and here we come to the third type.

Ag gencration succeeds genmeration, and the country is
subject to change of rule, stress of seasons, and accidents oacﬁr'
leading to hardahip to individual co-partners; or some die off,
others leave the village; some get involved in difficulties, others,
mortgage their properties; it can be conceived that mutationg
would follow which would increase the holdings of some, while
others being unable or unwilling to succeed to lapsed shares,
additional reason would appear for not disturbing possession and
resorting to the lawintimes when little attention was paid to righ
ts and the influential could generally do as they pleased. Iu such
a state of things it i3 easy to see how ancestral shares would
die out, and custo mary shares take their place which would
agree with the land actually held by each wo-partner. Villages
of this class would represent the fourth type.

s Ultimately all resort to shares dies out; thers may have
. been money settlements in former days; poverty may have
s dtl ven: out the old proprietors who may have been succeeded by
*. eultivators, Jogated by the Kardars; the land may lie negr o
hl‘;l tiwd aadiieee mew valugble as to have uttecly

h_", N;,r. irlﬁ“ bg.]?n!ing to the old h!ﬂthll'hmd.
R Rn i e s b
theirbest intereat to make each man's ocoupancy the rule of hls
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interest in the estate; or men of different castes may have become
owners by original or subsequent appropriation; whatever was
" _the cause, there is no trace of any kind of shares, the villaee
" custom is to throw the liabilities on the total area cultivated by
each person. This takes us into the last stage. - Generally it is
to some aceident or defect in succession thar this tenure may be
attributed, so [ have termed it the “*Accidental stage”,

Under the classification nsually prescribed the two first
would compriee all tenures held in common, known as *“Zamin-
dari” or what is popularly termed “Shamilat” or **Sanji” in this
district. The third and fourth would take in *Pattidari”,
whether (perfect) completely divided, or imperfect in which the
land actually held by the brotherhood was formally divided,
and the rest held in common. In the last I have kept only such
estates as are “‘Bhaiachara” or what [ understand to be
“Bhaiachara,” viz., where possession is the sole measure of right
and responsibilties, and land is held completely * on severalty,
whethes ever subjected to final division in previous day or
not.” ' ;

. 8, The Villages held on a patriarbhal (perfect Zamindari)
m“ﬂu tenure, are all or nearly all lately formed: estates,
‘-:2" m‘-ﬂ some of them uncultivated and recently and

_ recently known as rakhs. They hove not et had
* - time to pass to any other stage. Most of those held ona com-
munal or joint-stock tenure are villages in which the owners are
certainly recorded s so holding, but in which for conyenience
of cultivation, they have, psnding a permanens partition
agreed to hold and cultivate portion temporarily, It is ﬂﬂ.]j.’
in isolated cases that there would be an smicobls division of
the whol produce according to ancestral shares. “The bulk sf
 the estates are shown as held on a pattidari tenure. which must
be considered rather as a negative deseription, and s meaning
: tha_t. the village has not yet reoched the stege in which ach
man's possession i3 the sole’ measure of 'rright;:"': : I
many various forms, in which the original
more or less obscured and departed from

: I - i__néluaes
shares are her:n;:n_iug'
Cases are now very
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rare in which the purest form of pattidari tenure is met with
i. e, that in which each man’s holding closely corresponds with
what he is entitled to bys inheritance, and in which there
is no commonland left to partition. It is recognised that the
days are past in which Courts would decree, or the whaole
brotherhood consent to, equalization of the land which had
come down to the community from a common ancestor. Land
has become too valuable and it is hopeless to expect a man to
give up a part of his land, even when it is proved that he holds
more than his share. The most that would be conceded by
those who hold more than their share, is that when the common
land came to he divided something should be done in the way of
compensating by a large allotment those who had failed to retain
their full share in the divided land, and even this concession
would only be agreed to in cases where the relatlonship between
the parties was very close. And if pure pattidariis becoming
rare, pure bhaiachara or possession tenure, in which all land
has been divided up and both right and liability is governed by
possession, is almost equally gaining, Tn very many bhaiachars
estates there is some land still recorded as held in commen,
but the owners generally agree to partition according to the
amount of the land revenue paid by them, or aceord ing to the
land possessed by them, the former method being the more
common. Near the city, where land is most valuable, the
drift towards the bhaiachara tenure is most observable. The
saking up of land for roads, railways and canals, has done much
towards.obliterating shares. Those who had to give up tne land
received the compensation at the time, and the recollection of
this fact leads the rest of the co-sharers to . resist any overtures

_ towards equalization. In such cases the only course open is to
declare for a bhaiachara tepure.

. The district has long been under cultivatien, and litte clue
can now be obtained as to the mode in which the land was
originally appropriated sand parcelled out by the different
- communities, The difficnlty of tracing this out is increased by
the faet that the reports ofieatly revisions of assessment are
gither meagre or altogether non-existent. The nature of the
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processes must be left to conjecture by analogy from observing
what has been done and recorded in other more recently peopled
tracts, It has been thonght sufficient to indieste the stage as
which the district has arrived without attempting to pursue the
enquiry forther back.

4. ‘Ihere is little to notice under the head of proprietary
Peopriotary tenures. It is recognised that each man has full
i proprietary right in his holding, snd can do what
be likes with it, subject only to the provisions of the law of
preemption, But the idea is one of foreign growth, and the
feeling is still strong that one wember of a family has strictly no
right to dispose of his holding to the possible detriment of other
members. A childless widow has of course only a life interest
in her huiband’s estate, and suits are often brought to restrain
a childless proprietor from parting with his property. bBut land
is now freely sold and mortgaged.

.. 8. Holdings are daily becoming smpaller throughout
e the district, and the pressure on the land is mugh
mwr folt. The average area of cultivated land 10 each

ma@ﬂggr ar co=sharer :eupnunible for the revenuye
is 4'8 acres in Amritsir and Tarn Tawan, and 37 aeres in
Ajnala. Fifty years ago the figures were eight and six aores.
It is, however, somewhat difficult to give by mesns of an average
an idea of the resl size of holdings in different perts of the
district, In the Arain villages of Ajnala, s d in some of the
Jat villages in Amritsar, the holdings aze painfully small, and
of themselves do not provide sufficient mesns of subsistence -for
the owners, who have to reut other lands from their more
fortunate brethren.

8. There are only a few scattered instances of ta/wkdar;
Saod tenures in.Amritm. They are mostly found ip
interior Rajput willages, to the owners of which the
R proprietors of a neighbouring village pay small
_ﬁnd sum yearly, or & nominal percentage on their revenue, It
is rarely more than five per cent, Enquiry usually shows that
those who pay this talukdari sllowance were criginally.settled by
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thé superior owners as tenants, and gradually acquiring to& firm
a'held on the land to be ousted, were recognised at the regulat
settlemient of 1852 as having proprietary right, subje¢t only to
the payment of 8 nominal suti as malikana to the superior
owners. It is paid in addition to revenune. Two whole estates
in Ajnala, part of one in Amritsar, and three plots in the civil
station are held on an inkita malguzari tenure, the proprietors

having compounded for thé revenue when they bought the land

from Government. No other special forms of tenure are found
in the district,

1. The special riparian customs, which used to exist in
Riparan the distriet, have now almost entirely wanished.
At the third regular settlement (1892) all but two
viliages on the Ravi had fixed boundaries, and in these two a
permanent boundary with the Sialkot district was laid down by
Mr. (afterwards Sir Edward) Maclagan in 1903. The boundary
with Kapurthala State was formerly fixed every year in accor-
dance with special rules, but in 1002 a permanent boundary
was demarcated by Mr. B. H Bied, . C. S. as the representa-
tive of the Punmjab Government and Diwan Hari Chand on
behalf of the® Kapurthala Darbar. During the course of the
latest settlement no spacial delimitation of boundaries was
néoessary, but discrepancies discovered in the maps of adjoining
riversin villages in ' the course of the Survey Department’s
traverse were reconciled.
8. There is a ready explanation for the paradox that in an
Caltivating admittedly congested distriot of smallholders, only
decupancy. 47°6 per oeént of the landowners cultivate their
owd land. The district is undoubtédly s tract of small cultiva-
ting owders but the laud they cultivate is not always their own,
The person who pays the revenue on land does not always own
it and the ownér may sdmetimes not be regarded as such for
statistical purposes ever when cultivating his own land. A
mortgagee, particularly if he is a non-agriculturist, will oftén
put the mortgaging owneér back on the land as his tenant,
Statistically the mortgages is then regarded as the owner, the
owner as a tenant, and the land goes to swéll the area held in
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tenancy. There are other cases where owners exchange land
for facility in farming without going so far as formal transfer
of ownership ; and in such cases each appears statistically as
the tenant of the other. But basically, Amritsar is a district of
crofters with a proprietary interest in the soil.

Privileged tenants occupy 86 per cent of the cultivated
srea - 60 per cent in occupancy right and 2 per cent in less
permanent forws of indulgence inspired by kinship or financial
bondage or even some shadow of proprictary title.

Commercial rents are taken on 44'8 per cent of the land .
grain on 33°2 and cash on '11°8 per cent. Cash rents have been
falling out of favour for many years. The grain rent has of
course the great merit of flexibllity and automatically adjusts
the burden of a bad harvest or low agricultural prices; that is,
of course, where it is teken as an agreed share of the crop
(batai), This ia the common form™of grain rent, A fixed maun-
dage per acre (chakota) is much less popular.

9. [I'hetenants with a right of occupancy fall inte twe

I3 olu.uu. In the firat are those who are recorded as

wm‘ - _having occupancy rights under sections 5, 6 and 8
popase; the Punjab Tenancy Act. These are known as

dakhilkar or popularly as maurusi. Inthe second are those who
are recorded as having received protection from ejectment or

panah and chese are styled panahis. The arrangement by which
they were given this proteciion was mads at the settlement of

1865, and the period of protection, which was fixed with the

aid of asseasors after consideration of each case, may be for

an indefinite term (panah kadim), for one or two lives, for such

time a3 certain specified service i1s performed. and so forth.

There are many and various such conditions, In practice all

“ bub the best informed of the landlords regard the rights of sll
classes as ideatical; they are in common parlance all called

maurusi, and all pay rent at much the same rates. The ususl

rent 1s & sum equal to the revenue and cesses of the holding

plus a small malikana or landlord’s due, which varies from one

ta four annas in the rupee of revenue. Many however have
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had their rents enhanced by decree, and some pay a rent equal-

to double the revenus, which s not far short of what is paid by
tenants-at-will. "

10. Tenants-at-will, as alresdy stated, are usually jats
eanntsat-win,  themselves owning land, members of the industri-
b o e ous Arain and Kamboh tribes, or else village
menials and artisans. Land is in most cases lot for a year, the
tenant entering from the Kharif harvest, or say from 15th June.
The letting of the land has previonsly been arranged ‘for in the
month of Chet (March-April), while the rabi crop is ripening,
and little field work is being done. Near the city, where on
market-gardens the rotation of crops takes twenty-two months
to complete, land is often let for two years. It may even be
let for a period of ten years. so as to allow the tenant the benefit
of the expensive manure he puts into the land, But these are
rather lessees thaa tenantsat-will. With yearly tenants, reat
is paid half-yearly in arrear, as a rule, at the same time as the
revenue. It is remarkable to what an extent Aamins (village
menials) have of late years -taken to cultivation in Amritsar,
They either carry on their own trade at the same time, or leave
it and take to cultivation alone. They are most often found
cultivating on barani soils, not having the capital to cultivate
irrigated lsnd, and not being allowed muoch access to it if they
had. Thus they have leisure to pursue their own trade or
calling, while the orop is growing. As they live oheaply, and
8s competition is keen they are ready to pay high rents, and it
is chiefly owing ta them that rents within the last twenty years
have been pushed up to their present height. Rents may be
paid in ossh or in kind, or partly'in onc form and partly in the
other. Kifty years ago cash rents were the more popular form
in the greater part of the district (Ajnala tahsil and the Bet
Bangar circle of Tarn Taran tahsil being exceptions) but there
has been a steady swing towards grain rents which now pre-
dominate throughout the district. This tendency has been
accelerated by the calamitous fall in agricultural prices ten
ago and probably by the increasing seourity of the distriog,
Thae return is certain on irrigated soils where serious failure of
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|
Tahsil. | Demand in rupees, Rate per cultivated
Acre.
; ' Rs, A P
Tars Tarao - 1.75.887 1 0
Asnritear : 4.52.448 18 n
Ajnals i) 274,260 gl .78
Total, district ... | 982,393 TN

Prices, wnich had been falling while the settlement was in pro-

continned their downward trend and it soon became
apparent that the new demand in Ajnals was too Bevere,
Cultivators began to abandon their holdings and balances
accumulated. In 1859 a revision of the assessment wss under-
taken which gave relicf to 128 villages and, with reductions
sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner in 1858, permanently
reduced the demand by some thirty-six thousand rupees in that
tahsil.

18, The term of Mr. Davies’ settlement was ten years and

_ its revision was undertaken in 1862 by Mr, E. A.
Second regelat  Prinsep, Settlement Commissioner, whose assess-
ment was imposed from Rharif 1865. Mr. Piinsép

wrote no report on his operations and his inspection notes are
generally based on sratistical information and rarely on a
personal visit to the estate concerned. He came to his task with
‘the impression that the expiring settlement had worked very
fairly but that its distribution was faulty owing to the mechani-
“oal treatment of villages which had been produced by excesjival}-
minute classification, and its irrigated viliages too highly assessed
owing to undue optimism about the capacity of wells, His broad
classification of estates was based on his regarding them as fully
‘or fairly cultivated or backward, and lenient treatment of wells
was a feature of the settlement. The assessment was imposed
" in the form of a soil rate on land in its unirrigated aspeet plus
a lump sum per well. In addition & water-advantage rate was
imposed on land irrigated from $he canal (which had been
“opened in 1860) at the rate of one rupee an: sere for irrigation
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in one harvest of the year with eight annas more for land
irrigated in the secord harvest. The reassessment resulted in
an immediate reduction of the demand and even when the
deferred assessments amounting to Rs. 33,821/. came into effect
ten to twenty years later the ultimate demand was very little
more than the revised demand of the first regular settlement.
The actual figures exclusive of water advantage rate are .—

Tikknil, Damand {8 rupess. Rate por cultivaped
[ T=4-1% —
Ras, ' Re, An. P
Tara Taran 2,902,323 | o 15 B
Amritsar . 418,815 I 0. B
Afsala N 2.42,824 o0 N
Total, distriet ... | 980262 1 Sl

Mr. Prinsep’s settlement aroused considerable controversy and,
though it worked well on the whole, had to be revised in thirty-
nine estates in the Sailab and Hithar circles of Ajnala where &
permanent reduction of Rs. 5,338/- was sanctioned in 1880.
The inelasticity of the water-advantage rate and insufficient
differentiation from circle rates in the assessment of wells were
flaws in the settlement; but the major difficulty was the pro-
gressive enhancements which were in many cases utterly
miseonceived. Optimism about potential expansion generated
by statisties was falsified by infertile soil which was not worth
the trouble of ecultivation.

16. The settlement was sanctioned for twenty years but
ran for several more, The third regular settlement
was carried out by Mr. J, A. Grant between 1888
1893. The feature of this.settlement was the
introduction of a dilferential soil rate known as mahti parta to
represen’ the advantage conferred on unirrizated land by the
canal. This method of assessing irrigation has held the field
ever since. Apart from this Mr. Grant seems to have followed
the genezal principles of assessment then approved withous Any

Third regular
s=ttlament.
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special orders for the distriot except a bies on moderation. The
assessment actually imposed increased the demand which for

various ressons had by this time risen to Re. 10,26.681, by 29
percent and was i— :

A - Rate per cultivated
— Taball.. - - . Demasnd in rupess. acra, .
fan A - Rs, Ea, v B
g et | e . A B
Amritear 6,368,844 I a
Ajml 8,17.008 O T
— et = | mMaw | T

This settlement which was sapnctioned for a term of twenty yeara

.worked smoothly in the Tarn Taran and Amritsar tehsils and
in the Nehri Circle of Ajnale. Bome of the weaker villages in
the Uthar circle found occasional difficulty in paying their
demand and in the Hithar and Sailab circles it was constantly
in arrears. This tract experienced a series of misfortunes which
it was impossible for the settlement officer to foresee but it
appeared that even in a normal year their demand was relatively
severe. Tt is, however. only fair to Mr. Grant to point out that
the assessment heé proposed was considerably lighter than that
actusally announced:as his rates were substantially enhanced by
higher authority. -

11.” The fourth regular settlement of the district was

= carried out by Mr. (afterwards His Excellency Bir
he ewpicing  Henry) Oraik between 1910 and 1914 He came

fh to the settlement armed with very definite insu-

wetions .from the Central Government about the enhancement
he should take and, 8s he implies in one of: his assessment
reports, Government’s share of the net asaets was so much more
Ehf'.-'" he was permitted to take that his only problem was the

qqu_if-tblc distribution of this smaller enhavcement over the three
tabsils. Unfortunately a misinterpretation of the orders of the

@overnment, of India, which was not.corrected until the .demand
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in Tarn Taran had been announced, left the other two tahsils
{and in partionlar Amritsar) to bear rather more than their fair
share of the increase though not by any means nearly as much
as could have been taken had the settlement officer’s disoretion
been restricted by the lecter of the law alone. The Governmeiit
of India had directed that whatever enhancement the net assats
might justify the old demand should not be increased by“ more
than 25 per cent. The  misundesstanding arose  about the
figure to which this enhancement was to be related and when
the Government of India ruled that it might_ be calculated:-oi
tho initial and not the ultimate new demand provided shat -the
total assessment did not exoced Rs, 16,07,000/-, the Punjab
Government naturally did not wish to lose the additional
revenue which this decoision gave them snd directed that Rs.
13,000/ more be taken in the nititsar tabsil (whidh Mr. Craik
regretted) has been a factor in determining the pitch of my
reassessment of this tabsil. The ultimate demand imposed on
the district was an increas: of 26 per cent on the rxpiring
demand distibuted as follows : — TR

! —
Tl Demand 15 rapees. | Rate Per cultivaied acee.
/ * = R, g .
Taro, Tarsa E.30.518 1 1 ‘
.. Amritesr s 707,721 1 8 =zt
Ajoala w | 85030 2 .
Tota), diatricy. i) 15,97,981 S TR

The settlement, sanotioned for twenty years, has wocked -well,
The woderation of the demand in Tarn Taran has always been
recognised and the revenue was paid with ease so longas
agrioultural prices remained sbove the level of commutation
‘prices. - In Amritsar toountil the exceptional fall in agridultural
-‘prices ten years ago no remissions were required on account_ef
the severity or faulty distribution of the demand, In Ajnsls
talisil the real test of the working of the settlement is suspen-
“slons “and - not “ remissions, * Thest have been more liberal thag
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in the other tahsils but, for Ajnala, comparatively light. There
i, however, reason to suspect that more flexibility or failing
this, a lighter assessment is expedient in the weaker parts of
this tabsil. The people are reluctant to accept suspensions
even at some hardship to themselves because their recuperative
ability is o slight that the subsequent addition to their liabilities
will be intolerable.

18. By the operation of various factors, principal among
whice have been river action and changes in the

Shazpen in nahri area, the demand imposed at last seitlement
he I'_'l“ﬂ:l has slightly changed and the amounts for collection
L now are —
' Of which demand in
Tabsll Demand in ropees. Urban and Suburbah
; - Circles is Rs.
e . D lAm
Tarn Taran 5,350,408 | 1,075
Amritasr o 710,630 £5,048
Ajnala " | 3,54,507
Totar, district TR 86,133

14. .Reassessment waa ha_glun in October 1636 and com-

_ pleted in December 1940, The Settlement Officer
Thesew was Mr. A. MacFarquhar, 1. 0. 8. Full details
about the revision of records and of assessment

appesar in the assessment reporta of the three tahsils and the
final settlement report of the district, from which the material
for the rest of this section has been taken. [t should be
remembered that the Usban and Suburban circles were excluded
from operations and will not be reassessed until 1045, so that
the expiring demand for comparative purposes isRs, 15,29,819/-.

20 The eéxpiring scttlement should have completed its
term in 1952 33 and the preparation of a forecast
report was. therefore taken up early in 1029. The

i reporting officer found little increase in cultivated
ared ot in population; a development in road communicalions;

The foreeast
repo £,
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& rise in prices but little surplue of grain for export; and a
remarkable rise in cash rents and the sale value of land which
had however not been maintained in the latest years of the
period o account (he thought) of the increase in occupiers’ rates
of some three lakhs «f rupees which had been effective since
1924, He found a very general complain: of recent shortage of
raing and failure of crops and an equally general desire for
postponiement of re-assessment. He took the effective rise in
prices to be 3( per cent (statistically they had risen 70 per cent)
and calculated the amount available from other increases in
resources by deducting the existing demand from the sum
obtaincd by applying the settlement rates to the cultivated area
at the time of the forecasc. He concluded that throughout
Tarn Taran and Amritsar tahsils the maximum permissible
increase of 25 per cent could be taken (the calculated improve-
ment in strength ranging from 1 to 10 per cent more). In
Ajoala he recommended enhancements between 20 and 25 per
cent in diffarent circles. The permissible enhauncement at onme
quarter of net assets came to much more 49 per cent over the
distriot as & whole and 68 per cent w Tarn Taran, 38 per cent
in Amritsar and 55 per cent in Ajnala.

In passing orders on this report Government agreed that a
ease for reassessment had been made on the statistios of the
rise in prices of agricultural produce and on the increase in the
sultivated area of the district was small. The satisfactory rise
in the valae of land was held to indicate the advantages accuring
from higher agricultural prices. Government however found
gome btemporary conditions which required considcration in
determining when to start reassessment : ‘“the firat of these is
the fact that the district has recently passed through a eeries
of bad or sub-normal harvest ; and from this point of view the
present time is inopportune for starting reassessment operations.
The secoad feature is the fact that the pitch of the cccupiers’
rates, which was light in the schedule formerly applying to this
district, was substantially raised in 1024-25. This change has
paturally reached in the rental arrangements of irrigated lands
in the district, which from the point of view of reassessment is
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an’important class of soil in this distriot. These two factors
combined point to the desirability of allowing some further
period of time to elapse so as to allow rental 8:rangements to
become more stabilised and to give surer data for determining
the amount of additional advantage which the land-holder
derives from the hLigher range of prices, It was therefore
deocided to postpone reassessment for five years ; and operations
were aotually not begun unmtil October 1938. Caution was
perhaps never quickly justified of her child, for agricultutsl
prices broke badly soon after these orders were passed and were
8till low when settlement operations started.

21, The assessment of land revenue iz bssad on the

average value of the net assets of the unit under
of assimens. ' 8sessment. These net mssets are defined by

statute as the estimated average annual surplus
produce remaining after deduction of the ordinary expenses of
cultivation as ascertained or estimated. The explanation
sppended to this definition leaves no doubt that these assets
are determined not on the profits of cuitivating occupancy but
on rentals. lhe rules require that two estimates of net aaseta
shall be framed one based on grain rents and the other on cash
rents. Before this stage is reached two preliminary points have
to be settled—the units to be recognised for estimates and the
clasces of land within those units whose return in grain or cash
'i! !‘Il'ﬂ'.lﬂlﬂl]ﬂj’ different to requiru separate a!nsrtiinmant..

22. The unit+in the assessment circle, a group of estates
™ : sufficiently homu_gauunus to admit of a commen
irclen, | set of rates being used as a geperal guide jp

<calculating the land revenue to he asaessed upon
them. The last settlement officer retained unchang:d the
arraugement of cireles approved in the
statement but in the course of asseasment found certain
defeots in the grouping: which led him to suggest important
changes in Amritsar tahsil, These had no practical efféect on the
-aotual assessment of the tahsil but the regrouping was formally
«fecognised by the arrangement of the village note-books- jn
-accordance with it and in & statistical Statement published g

third regular
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appendix II of his Final Report. 1 have not disturbed these
" ciroles exoept in so far as this was necessary to provide for
urban circles at Amritsar and Tarn Taran in consequence of.
changes in the revenue law and to extend the suburban circle in
conformity with development in the neighbourhood of Amritsar
city. In the following ststement [ have included for the sake
of complsteness these urban and suburban eircles but as already
explained their reassessment was not underiaken in this settle-.
ment.

Tahail ] Assesament circle [ Number of catates

| Uppor Masjta 1 180, .
Bt Central Manjha 187
| Bet Bangas -}
; Tarzs Taran urbas | i
. Total, Tabsll 356
| Bet Bangar | g8
| Jandiala | . 124
Amaivear Nakri ' 125
i Mirankot ‘ ]
Suburben 12
|  Amritsar urban ; 10
Total, tahsii 887
| Sailab ! 7
LS | Hithes . »
. ! Uther | 117
| ‘Mahrl | ; r; S
| Total, tahail .;'J'-'-

; e Total, district 1,080

£3.  Within these ciroles it is vecessary to determine what
classes of land should be recogniced. Distinctions
ey based on irrigation or lack of it have alweys bm

=5 recognised as suitable in this district and the
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definitions approved for ths Settlement followed tradition.

These are : —

chahi :—land regularly irrigated from a well. 1In caze of doubt
if & field is shown by the khasra girdawari to have been
so irrigated in two or more out of the last eizht harvests
and a permanent source of irrigation exists, it will be

: recorded as chahi ;

nahri :—land regularly irrigated from the Upper Bsri Doab
Canal. In case of doubt if a field is shown by the
khasra girdawari to have been so irrigated in two or
more out of the last eight harvests it will be recorded
as nakri, provided that in no case will lan| be Yecorded
a& nahri if it comes within the definition of chahi ;

abi :—land watered (rom tanks, jhils, poods or drainage
channels ;

sailab :—land usnally flooded in the rains by the Beas, Ravi or
Bakli, or their branches, or land near these rivers which
18 always moist ;

darani :—all cultivation not included in the above classes. Land
in the Hither circle of Ajnala tahsil regularly irrigated
from the Kiran canal has been shown in the record
a8 nmahri kiram but this distinction is of no practical
importance for assessment as the small area involved
has always been rated a= bgrani. The usual unculti-
vated classes banjar jadid, banjar qadim, and ghairmum-
kin as defined in rule 2(2) of the Land Revenue
Assessment Rules 1920 also appear in the record.

These definitions are the same in substance as those adopt
ed at last settlement with slight changes+in the wording for
chahi and mahri to satisfy uncertainty among landowners A
discussion of the grounds for preferring to class irrigated land
as chahi where there is any doubt about the permanent source
of supply will be found in the Tarn Taran assessment report.

24. The estimate of the net assets of each class of land in

Themtimateot  ©ACh amsessment circle depends ou the average
‘;:‘ S%ea  8creage of each crop on it, the average yield per
“gesarests  gcre of such crops, the average price obtanable
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for them, and the share of the gross produce taken by the land- -
owner,

The average acreage is determined by using the cropping
statistics of a selected period of years of which the harvests are
a fair sample of the ordinary fluctnations characteristic of the
agriculture of the tract. Other things being equal, the longer
the period the more likely is the average to be a fair one and to -
meutralise abnormalities of season. In this district uniformity
of other factors was lacking, for since last settlement there hss =
been progressive expansion in artificial irrigation. This develop-
ment became important about ten years after last settlement and
after a further five years of uncertainty settled down to com-
parative stability in the deeade ending 1215-38, Govern nent
made a substantial cancession to landowners by the decision that
the selected years should be the twenty years ending 1035.38,

" Despite a multiplicity of statutory guides the appraisement
of the average yields of crops remains the most elusive and
speculative factor in the estimate, It causes the settlement
officer most thought and gives him least satisfaction in his
decision which cannot be confined within the virtuous continence
of a scientific habit. A detailed account of methods app-emm
the assessment raports.

Investigation of the various data for prices is a tedious and
thankless task, but when a conclusion had been reached about
the most satisfactory source the settlement officer’s troubles used
to be at an end. Nowadays they only begin from this point
owing to the catastrophie fall in agricultural prices ten years ago '
which brought the Province face to face with a situation for which -
there is no parallel in the lastseventy years, It was met by ad ks
‘remedies applied to existing settlements which developed: into .
thie system known as the sliding scale for new settlements. - Here.,
I'need only draw attention to the difficulty created for. thes
settlement officer by the divorce of his paper prices from any:
conn:ction with current pr:ca:-, However, the law damands i, .
The most reliable source of prices in this district was found to be.
the record made from harvest to harvest in the notebooks ang.
they wete used for determining what the commutation Pprices
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should be, The prices approved for the whole district were :—

KHARIF RABI
TR BN B TRy P
e |22 2218 | (5|3 |49x|¢% n‘ie"i
glF 12|82l a5 |4 |88 3 E.‘_E{Eg.a
TR s
mt:u]l?lu 45| 60 70 H'ﬂ'lﬂﬂ 130 | &5 8 Hlﬁﬂ_ﬂ 83

For other crops a price per acre and not per maund was used
and for them only lower prices were adopted for the inaccessible
Sailab and Hithar circles of Ajnala tahsil than for the rest of the
district. Per contra higher prices were taken for the Urban and
Suburban circles but as they are irrelevant and will probably be
changed when urban reassessment is actually done, I do not give
them here. The prices in rupees per acre were :—

|
Irrigated |Unirrigated | Irrigated Unirrigated | Fruoit,
Crop Tobactco kharif kharif rahi rabi wvegetables
{odders fodders fodders foddera aod spices
Sailab | | |
and 60 - | 18 12 b~ 4 15 0
Hithar I |
i |
Other | ‘
circles I 60 | Fo] 15 30 18 50

From acresge, yield and price, gross assets are readily ascer-
tainable. Before the value of the owner’s share can be deter- -
mired & deduction has to be made on account of menials' dues
which are taken cut of the common heap of grain before ite
division between landlord and tenant. My calculations have
been exhibited in detail in the assessment reports, Suffice it to
say here that I consider & deduction of 8 per cent sufficient in
all circles and on all classes of land except the Sailab and Hithar
circles of Ajnala where & deduction of 9 per cent was made, The
balance of the crop is divided between landlord and tenant at an
sgreed rate which varies from circle to circle and op different
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soils within circles. The owner’s share is 47 per cent in the Tarn
Taran tahsil as a whole, 16 per cent in Amritsar tahsil and 49 per
cent in Ajnala tahsil. But for the produce estimate the share has
been caloulated in greater detail and the appropriate amount of
the produce credited to the owner on each unit of estimate.
Even at this stage the law requires some more adjustments to be
made in this share of the produce before it becomes the owner’.
net assets giving him credit for any payments he may make
which are properly debitable to his tenant and debiting against
him any part of the revenue which tenants may pay on his
account. In this district adjustments were required on account
of ocoupier’s rates, maintenance of means of irrigation and supply
of seed, to all of which the owner at varions places makes a
contribution of dificrent value which has been computed accord-
ing to whatever the practice happens to be. What remains after
these deductions is his statutory not assets,

26. A further guide to the value of these net assets is
Sl provided by the cash rents obtained by owners but
set assets based a5 these have been steadily losing favour they are
oncashrents. ot ef such importance as they used to be. Only
10'5 per cent of the cultivated area pays cash rents in Tarn
Taran, 14-5 per cent in Amritsar and 9'2 per cent in Ajnala.
The estimate is further vitiated by the fact that an arbitrary
allowance has to be made for the difference between the current
prices on which the rents are paid and the commutation prices
on which they have to be calculated for the estimate. The
mathematical relation between the two sets of prices is not
necessarily or fully reproduced in the riseand fall of rents.
8till for what it is worth the estimate has been made.

26. Between these two estimates a mean has to be struck

to determine what should be taken as true mnet

Truenetamsets.  oocets. It is certainly nmot the average of the

two estimates for different factors colour them to a different

extent in difierent circles and soils, and allowance has to be

made as far as possible for all such elements of bias. The

following statement shows how my estimate of true net assets
compares with the assets calculated on grain and cash rents,
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5
Quarter net assets astimats
" Tahsll iz s —
Based on grain Based on cash | Accepled as true
b I reonts rents, i A .
Tarn Taran el 12,05,182 12,34,383 ' 11,90,500
Amritsar -~ | 11,8233 10,86,502 11,36,000
. Ajmala 5 6,43,862 7.11,163 6,598,000
 District - | 3041,380 30,32,048 J 29,85,500

These estimates were accepted without comment for the
Tarn Taran and Amritsar tahsi]s, but in Ajn_a.la Government
thought it imprudent in view of the relative unimportance of
cash rents and the uncertain statistical base of those that do
exist, to assume more than the result of the produce estimate as
the value of the true quarter net assets,

27. In approaching the re-assessment of the Tarn Taran

it o ‘absil I found my lnl‘rlerh}r l.?-f action somewhat fetter-
m“’lﬁ“ ed ‘hF' the generosity of last settlement which
geveral con- anticipated the preseat legal standard ofassessiient
o and took only 23 per cent of their true net -assets
from landowners. The operation of section 51 3 of the Land
Revenue Act restricted the permissible new demand to 14-1 per
cent of net assets, I had, bowever, no desire to go higher than
this (in one circle I took considerably less) for while the tahsil
had sdvanced considerably in security with 81 per cent of its
cultivaied area protected by irrigation and considerable miscells:
neous resources, there were unmistakable signs of a recession
from prosperity. Ten thousand acres had gone out of cultivation
since settlement, rainfall had dwindled and canal supplies had
been reduced, Population had increased by 35 per cent, ‘Uther
levers towards moderation on which no exact value could be
placed were the military tradition of the tahsil and the inevitable
steain of adjustment to & mew rural economy which agrarian
legis'atiou was likely to impose. I recommended an asscssment;
of Rs, €,64,726/-. Al my pro were accepted by Govern—
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ment.-  The new demand will be introduced with effect fmn
rabi 19 45.

28, This circle is on the whole the strongest in the tahsil,
Assmsmentot 1t 18 advantageously situated on canal channels ;
maa  wells are generally sweet ; and communications are
Upper Manjna  good 1 thought it ]llﬁt- to take the highest per-

centage of net assets in the tahsil from this cirele,
The effect of the re-assessment will be clear from the following

figures +—

old demand Rs. 2,468,956
proposed ... .« Rs, 3,05052

new demand ( sanctiomed ... - - 8. 3,05,052

g i ( imposed ., Rs, 2.99,020
incidence  ( old i Re, 1-18-11" -
per cultivated(
acle ( new Rs. 2-7-11
percentuge of increase e v 21

percentage of true net assets absorbed .. 15 _
20, This circle is not so well situated in respect of ocanal
irrigation or rainfall, It shows a greater decline
;rim T‘Eﬁ in 1ts cultivated arca and more deterioration from
Cemtral Manjba  kallar than the Upper Manjha, Well water is v

brackish in parts of the circle, The following
statistics show the result of re-assessment :— 3

old demand Rs, z 62 42
proposed ... ' 'Rs.3,10044

new demahd ( sanctioned ... Rs. #,19,044

( imposed ... .. Rs, 3,21,950
incidence old T i Re 18- ?
mhmmpu {
acre { new Rs. 2-03
percentage of increase \ 23
percentage of true net H&at-u nbaorhad 13

80, This circle is much weaker than the rest of the tﬂhﬁﬂ.
isssssment of _LDe Tiver makes for ansi_‘.ahle ngnculti!m a,nd the
Tarn Taran soil on the cliffs immediately above is distinetly
BetBangar inferior. Little more than half of the cultivated

: ares receive irrigation ; wells are deep; pressure
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of population is heavy ; and the proprietary body is weak. A

lenient assessment was obviously desirable and has been given
as the following figures show :—

old demand v = Rs, 30,052
( proposed ... Rs. 40,630
new demand ( sanctiomed ... Rs. 4{}:53{!
( imposed Rs, 41,305
incidence per ( old Re. 1-8-9
cultivated | :
acre ( new - Re. 1=10-1
percentage of increase - 8
percentage of true net assets absorbed ... 12

51. The incidence of assessment in Amritsar tahsil has
Assessmentof  81ways been heavier than in Tarn Taran. The last
Amritsar tansil  goptlement officer endeavoured to correct this
(i) general con- E i

erations. anomaly but his plans were upset by the receipt
at a late stage of orders from the Government of India which
added eleven thousand rupees to the demand of Amritsar tahsil.
The difference in prosperity between Amritsar and Tarn Taran
does not justify the perpetuation of this inequality in assessment
and its elimination was one of the major considerations affecting
the pitch of the new demand. There were other indications of
the necessity for a cautious assessment. Some part of the
addition of one hundred and sixty four lakhs of rupees to the
mortgage debt of the tahsil since last settlement represents
greater economic embarrassment. The culivated area including
new fallow has contracted by some 3,500 acres since settlement
of which failing scientific reclamation some fifteen hundred acres
can be regarded as a permanent loss, Kegular and adequate rain
is essential in a tahsil where a quarter of the cultivated area
still depends on natural irrigation and where considerable other
areas irrigated by wells and kharif channels need some supplement
from nature. Perennial supplies of canal water have been reduced
by twelve per cent since settlement. Population has increased
by 19 per cent and brought with it a contraction in the average
size of holdings. An upheaval in the system and agency of rural
credit also dictated cantion. On the other hand the tahsil has
considerable investments in land in the Punjab colonies and
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outside the province, and a steady income from pensions and
remittances. Section 51(3) of the Punjab Land Revenue Act
would have permitted me to take 17-3 per cent of the true net
assets, I recommended an assessment of Rs. 6,94,490/- absorb-
ing 15°3 per cent of true net assets All my proposals were
accopted by Government, The new demand will be introduced
with effect from kharif 1945,

32. This circle has lost twelve hundred cultivated acres
A since settlement and nearly a guarter of what
ssessment of i ie .
Amritsar remsains is unirrigated. Its population shows the
ﬂ'.,ﬂm‘ highest rate of increase and its holdings are the
smallest in the tahsil. Ou the other hand the sojl
though light is generally fertile and irrigated cropping is nearly
half as much again as it was at last settlement. The proprietary
body is strong and statistics of transfers shows less land mortgaged
than in any other circle and the greatest improvemeuat in the
value of land since settlement, A fairly full assessment was
possible. The following figures show what was done :

old demand Rs. 141,317
( proposed ... Rs. 1,64 442
new demand ( sanctioned .. i Rs. 1,64 442
( imposed ., - Rs, 164,485
“incidence per ( old Rs, 2-2.8
cultivated
aCre new e Rs. 2.6-3
Percentage of increase s 9
Percentage of true net assets absorbed .. 17

83. The soil of this circle varies from & good sandy loam
Assossment of %0 very poor sand., Only twelve estates receive
60 Jeapansl  oanal water and as much as forty-one percent of
S the cultivated area is unirrigated. Agricultural
results are, therefore, apt to be uncertain. The circle is sparsely

- populated but even so a cautious assessment was expedient.

The following statistics show that the necessary moderation has
been exercised :—

old demand (._ 3 e Rs. 1,92 868
proposed .. o’ Rs. 1,97,502
new demand ( sanctioned += Rs. 1,97,602

( imposed .. «  Rs. 1,08,150
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. incidenee per ( old : Rs. 2.3-6
. cultivated E :
acre. ( new 3 .. Ba 2-4-8
. percentage of increase =5 3
' permta.ga of true net assets abaurbad 14

34, Defective drainage is the bane of thu! circle and con-
Assessment of  Siderable stretches of land are impregnated with
foien: ™" kallar, Thirteen hundred acres have gone out of
clreis, cultivation since settlement and further deteriora-
tion is possible. The pressure of population is the heaviest in
the tahsil. On the other hand only four out of ene hundred and
twenty-eight estates are without canal water and only ten
per cent of the cultivated area is unirrigated. There has been a
steady improvement in croppmmg and the value of land as s
commodity is well shead of anything obtainable elsewhere. The’
cirgle is on the whole the strongest in the tahsil and a fairly full
demand was possible. The following statement shows the acttuﬂ i

results of reassessment :(—

old demand = = Rs. 2,560,510
( proposed ... e Rs, 2,909,838
new demand ( sanctioned ... ...  Ras. 299,838
( imposed ... Rs. 2,97,325
incidence per ( old Rs, 2-13-0:
cultivated |
acre. ( new 2 s Rs. 8. 1-10
percentage of increase 19
percentage of true net assets absorbed 24

85. This is far and away the poorest circle in the 'ahsil
Assessment ot Where the soil.is not light and sandy it is as oftefi
ﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂw tahsil  gs pot sour and kalrathi. Half of the estates:
circle. receive no canal water and a quarter of the cultis.
vated area is unirrigated. There has been no. improvement: dn:
agricultural results. Holdings are comparatively large but sales.
and mortgages have been very considerable. The value of land.
is low and the expiring assessment, tested by the consideration
paid for mortgages, relatively heavy. A lenient assessment was
necessary and as the following ﬁgu.:as ahow my -demand - #ook
svery account of this :— e
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old demand Rs. 40,817

? proposed .. Rs. 43 318
new demand ) sanctioned ... o Rs, 43,318

) impcsed Rs 43,060
incidence per ) old e Rs. 2-5-8
cultivated )
acre ) new e, A Rs, 2-6-9
percentage of increase = . &

percentage of trua net assets ahsorbed . 15

36  The assessment of Ajnala tahsil has always been the
most difficult problem in the fiseal arrangements of

?.?:‘;’i:‘““&‘h::{ the district. Nature's caprice has time and :_lgnin
ffconmicon:  falsified man's mathematics and taught him how
little he knows of moderation. The demand which

over a series of seasons is well within the capacity of the people
to pay may provs so harsh in a single bad year that a return to
solvency is almost impossible. Such distress is not universal,
for certain arecas are comparatively prospeirous, but the cogent
arguments of experience requiring an abandonment of soothing
theory are concerned with broad practical issues. The
cultivated area has increased by some eight thousand acres
since last settlement but is now ne more than it was fifty years
ago; and half of the increase since last settlement has to be
discounted in assessing permanent progress for it depends on
the whim of the river. With some 65,000 acres (24 per cent
of the total area of the tahsil) still “available for cultivation”
it might be imagined that there was a margin of safety in
potential development, But this fallacy was exposed in
Mr. Prinsep’s settlement and his severe assessments on “back-
ward” villages (i.e. estates in which there was much unculti-
vated land) are unlikely to be repeated, Much of the land
which still awaits the plough is inferior stuff and scientific advice °
should precede its reclamation, There are other weaknesses
The tahsil is less protected by artificial irrigation than its
neighbours and it has no advantage in rainfall which would
justify confidence in its ability to do without artificial supplies
of water, Communiecations are poor and access to markets
difficult for the trans-Sakki tract. Pressure of population is the
heaviest and the holdings the smallest in the district. Where
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agricultural conditions are least favourable, the proprietary
body is least able to cope with them. More land has been sold
and mortgaged than in either of the other tahsils, m.re of it has
passed into the hands of non-agriculturists and prices are much
lower, Mortgage debt has increased threefold since settlement.
A considerable measure of lenience is thus expedient in deter-
mining the assessment of the tahsil as a whole with a consider-
able discrimination between the strong cis-Sakki portion and
the wretched trans-Sakki circles. I recommended an assessment
of Re. 4,00,973/- which would have absorbed 156 per cent of
the true net assets against a permissible of 17°9 per cent. As
expliined in the assessment report some of the fizures were
provisional as measurcment had not b-en completed when the
report was submitted, On the final figures the permissible
demand under section 51 (3) of the Punjab Land Revenue Act
(Rs, 4,74,350/-) ie 13 per cent of the true net assets and the

demands brought out by the propised soil rates become Rs,
" 1,46,084/- in the Nahri circle, Rs. 1,58,458)- in the Uthar,
Rs. 55,883/- in the Hithar and Rs. 54.437/- in the Sailab, a total
of Ra. 4,14,862/- for the tahsil.

[t was recognised that my propos:ls involved a considerable
sacrifice of revenue—they took for the State only 87 per cent
the permissible demand—but with the adoption of my produce
estimate as the true net assets (and their consequent reduction
by some Rs. 15,000/-) even greater generosity was thought to
be demanded by the condition of the tahsil and its comparative
taxable capacity, 1 was therefore instructed to work to a
demand of Rs. 3,099,000/ round and was given complete
discretion in the distribution of the reduction. 1 did not alter
any ol my soil rates in consequence of these orders but took

* advantage of them to “reduce my provisional demands in
peculiarly weak estates and in estates where the enhancement
would otherwise have heen steep. The new demand will be
introduced with effect from Kharif 1945.

37. This is the strongest circle in the tahsil.

! The culti-
Feilwhs. ¥ vated area has increased since settlement and
Ajoala tahsil—

Moals taluil=  there are nearly three thousand more irrigated
acres, As much as 94 per cent of the cultivated
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areais protected by canal or wells. The proprietary body is
strong and holdings are larger than inother circles. On the
other hand the pressure of population exceeds anything found
in any other circle of the district, The effect of reassessment
will be clear from the following figures :—

old demand L ++ Rs. 1,20,025
proposed ... .« Rs. 1,46,084
new demand { imposed ... v s 1,40,600
incidence per | old 2 cer s, 2-12-8
cultivated acre | new .. Rs. 3- 1-5
percentage of increase e e T

percentage of true net nsaets absorbed ... 15

38. This circle is somewhat inferior to its eastern neigh-
e el h‘r:ur. The soil is lighter and facilities Fn_r irriga-
i ahsil—  tion are not so good. The wells on which half
it} Uthar circle i 7 .
of the cultivated area relies are decp and part of
the canal supply is non-perenmial. The pressure of population
is lighter but still heavy. The fo'lowing statement shows what
has been done :—

old demand w R8, 1,30, 456
roposed ... s Rs, 1,58 4¢8
hew, demand { fmpined SR 1 1,459:3555
incidence per { old = e Rs, 2-5-2
cultivated acre | new - s, 2-g-7
percentage of increase das RS
percentage of true net assets absorbed ... 13

39- This isa much weaker circlein which thereis no

8 ¢ o  Tregular canal irzigation. A third of the cultivated
essmont o s R

Anala tabsil - area 15 barani. Much of the soil ia inferior and
WS kalrathi, 'T'he sown area has declived and ihere
is little variety of cropping. Holdings are small and stock poor.,
The proprietary body is neither strong nor homogeneous. [t
would not have been prudent to go too near permissible demand
and actually my soil rates are all lower than those of last
settlement. The increase in  demand which the following
figuces show is due entirely to an increase iu the cultivated

area—the incidence per culiivated acre is actually less than
before,
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old demand ... Rs, 51,560

proposed ... ... Rs. 55,883

oW, dsinand I imposed ... ... Rs. 54,425

incidence per { old —  Rs. 1-14-7

cultivated acre | new .« Rs 1-143
percentage of increaze o B
percentage of true net assets absorbed T

4. This is unquestionably the weakest circle in the
district. A few estates are strong and fairly
Asssssment of ol il
Ajnala tabui—  prosperous but the majority are poor places where
(v} Saflabeircle.  existence is precarious and poverty obvious,
More than half of the cultivated area relies for moisture on the
river which is unfettered by any natural embankment in this
district. The sown area is four thousand acres less than it was
at last settlement, failure is heavy and there is no varicty of
cropping. Communications are poor, the proprietary body is
weak and boldings are small. The only error in assessment
should be lenience.

I had to consider whether the fixed system of assessment
should give way to a fluctuating demand. Sta:istics favoured
the chavge, for while in the course of the selected years the
cultivated area has varied within a range of five thousand
acres the range in the matured area has been as much as fifteen
thousand acres, The sailab cultivated area which is the assess-
able area in its class under the fixed system of assessment has
swung between sixteen and twentyone thousand acres, while
the sailab matured area which provides the money to pay the
assessment has been as low as ten thousand acres and on
average sixtesn per cent less than the cultivated area, T con-
sulted the headmen and zaildars of the estates which pay most
of the revenue and as they unanimously favoured retention of
a fixed demand (with improved dialluvion rules) I recom-
mended no change in the system.

The result of reasszssment appears in the following figures,
from which it will appear that the new demand s Lighter than

the old in its incidenca on cultivation.
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old demand I Rs, 52,857
( proposed ' Ks. 54,437
. new demand (
( imposed Rs. 53,5¢0
old s Re, 1-11-2
incidence per culti- (
vated acre ( new Re, 1- 9-5
percentage of increase ' 1
percentage of true net assets absorbed 16

41. The following statement shows that re-assessment has
increased the annual revenuc of the district at
iancial reaulls  commutation prices by Rs. 2,22,077/-. The new
' demand appears as reduced on objection or appeal

upto the Commissioner.

S —

| = | = .g
| E' e e Percentage  of
(Hd demandNew demand Amouniof | 2 = - *‘;E {permissible demand
Tahsil {in rupees) | {in rupees)  increase (in | §& | §=2| under saction 31
rupees) 52 LB gil oi Land Rewvenue
TR &sg l Act
1y 4 | Py
Tarn Taran 549,333 6,61,299 111,868 04 138 | 98 5
Amritsar 6.25,5672 6,893,010 67,435 10-8 15-3 883
Ajuala 354807 | 3.97.580 42,673 120 154 838
Ly b L
sriee S| B Py
Total, district | 1520812 | 17,51,889 | 222077 | 145 | 147 \ 907

B ———

The new demand consumes 5'3 per cent of the gross assets
of the district as determired in the produce estimate (at last
settlement 8'8 per cent was taken), and its incidence on the
area is !

Rate per cultivated acre
Talisil
Rs. 8. P
Tarn Taran T EI 2 8
Amritsar s 2 10 9
Ajnala 2 & 8
District | 2 o

e — —
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42. These results are, broadly, in line with the forecast of
what the district might be expected to yield. In
R S the light of the absolute limit of one-fourth of net
assets imposed by section 48B of the Punjab Land
Revenue Act an assessment absoibing only 147 per cent may
seem unduly gencrous, This is where the irdependent limit set
by seciion 5t of the Act comes in'to prevent the average rate of
incidence on the cultivated area of the new demand exceeding
the old rate of incidence by more than one-fourth (except in
special circumstantes which do not affect rural Amritsar).
(Goveinment have voluntarily forgone ¢'3 per cent of the maxi-
mum lsvy permissible under this provision. It is only this
voluntary sacrifice of revenue whicn requires comment. In
Tarn Taran tahsil we have gone near enough to permissible to
make no odds. In Amritsar, which is of much the same
strength, the major consideration in piching the demand so
much furher below tne peraussivle was the expediency ol
reducing the disparity 1 e incidence ol assessment between
the two tabsus. It will be seen that altuough the percentage
of tnerease over the old demand 15 10 Ameitsar little more thap
ball ol what 1t 18 0 lwrn laran, Amcisar will sull pay out
more of its net assets to meeb the new demand. In Ajoala the
forecast recognised that it would be impossible to take the
maximum throughout the tahsil; and while we have gone within
fiteen per cent of it in the two strong circles, the two weaklings
pay less than eighty per cent of what might have been demanded
of them. This lenience needs no justification in view of their
circumstances.

43. It was in fact difficult to convince the landownere of

the district that there was any generosity in the

Tw"i proposals at all. Conditions had so completely
changed since the forecast report was written that

its statistical rise of seventy and effective rise of thirty per cent
in prices had given place to current agriculiural prices poorer
by some six per cent than those adopted for the last settlement
twentyfive years before. My commuration prices stood at 1ather
more than 170 per cent of current market prices and it was not
easy for the people to accept the assumption mude in the Laud
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Revenue Assessment Rules that the range of future prices,
on which the settlement will be paid, would not be dissimilar
from the average prices of the past which these commutation
prices represented. To cover the disparity withont impairing
the law or surrendering potentisl revenue the sliding scale was
adopted as a feature of the settlement and has come under very
detailed examination of which discussions will be found in the
assessment and firal reporis and in the orders of Government,
The procedure for determining remissions under 1 Le sliding
scale has Leen varied from time to time and may rshange again
before this settlement is imposed. The Collrctor will of course
follow the rules which happen to be in force at that time but
will be bound to use in his calculations for esch area with s
separate index, the crops, their relative importance, the stand-
ard index and the price periods approv.d at settlement. The
standard indices are 32,000 for Tarn Taran tahsil; 35,500 for
Amritsar tahsil; 31,300 for the Sailab ard Hithar eircles of
Ajnala tahsil and 35,00 for the Uthar and Nahri circles of the
same tahsil,
44.  For facility of reference I have abstracted the acreage
Sniastsi rates snn-::t_iuned for the various classes of 1cultivn-
rates. ted land in each assessment circle which are
exhibited in the following statement.

’ J Chahi Nahri Sailab |Barani and abi.
Tahsil Circle ,
| | Rs. a. Rs. a Rs. a, | Rs. a.
] et = — e
[ Upper Manjha 2—8 2—14 1—4 | 1—6
Tarn Taran | Central Manjha 2—2 1 a_4 I 0—14
Bet Bangar 1—12 2— § 1—4 | n—12
Bet Bangar 2—14 g1 | 1=4 (=2
Jandiala 3— 2 3— 4 =0
Amritsar
: Nahri -6 3-12 1—8
| Mirankot }' 212 3.0 i—4
Sailab D oogiig i ssge | NESE -2
Hithar { 2—8 e 1—:4 1—
et Uthar | 2-=14 3-4 I— 4 1—2
Nahri i 3-2 3—§ 1-- 8
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45. Land irrigated from the Upper Bari Doab Canal pays
Irrigated assess. 1WO Charges alien to unirrigated Tnnd—'a ,water
et -(a) advantage rate (makr parta) and an occupier’s rate
(abiana), The latter is a straight-forward comm-

ercial arrangement whereby the cultivator pays for the water
he uses.  The former is a recognition by assessment of revenue
of the State’s right to share in the incressed prfits from land
which its canal has preduced. In practice it is the difference
between the soil rates on makri and barani land shown in the
preceding paragraph and is imposcd as part of the demand of
an estate and not as a separate charze although erainarily in
distributicn within the estate it is charged on rahri land only.
1 he following statement exhibits the rate of nahri parta sanc-
tioned for each circle and the total assessment on this account,

In mo circle does this amount coincide with the sum which
wou'd have been producad by applying the rate to the nahri
ates, The reason for this is that in the distribution of the
demand cver estates 1 have followed precedent and gone above

or beluw the circle rate according to the quality of individual
villages and their irsigation.

Rate of rakri parta | Total amount
Tuahsil Circle in annas per acre, of nahri parta
| ' imposed.
S Ll b ol new e e
Upper Manjha 14 24 81,550
Tarn Taren Centrai Manjha 5 29 1,31.215
Bet Bangasr 11 24 | 16,590
| Total, Tarn Taran = fitisey
| tahsil, I l 2,29,355
}ae: Bangar 8 ‘ 26 49,095
¥ andiala 16 36 11,520
Amrisay Nl 18 36 77,595
Mirankot 18 [ 25 7,035
Total, Amritsar tahsil, I 1,45,245
: | Sailad 12 30 2,135
Ajnala | Uthar 19 34 38,090
1I Nahri 17 34 48,105
| Total, Ajnala tahsil | 88,230
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The Irrigation Branch is entitled to a book credit of the
amount of maliri parta and v annual credit of Rs. 4,62,830 on
this account has been sanctioned. It will of course operate
from the enforcement of the new assessment and is subject to
sliding scale remissions. This credit exceeds the amount sane-
tioned at last settlement by Rs, 2,66,08¢/- and the nohri parta
of the urban areas is still to come The magnitude of the
increase is due to my leaient treatment of unirrigated lands

_thronghout the dietrict. A book debit of Rs 2,13,675/- payable
in five equal annual instalments from Kharif 1045, has been
raized against the Trrigation Branch on account of the cost of

settlement operations.

The irrigated assessment has always carried with it a
parallel provision for its extension to land brought under comm-
and between two settlements and ita remission on land which
ceases to cnjoy the advantage during the same period. The
current rules have been simplified and those approved for this
settlement are reproduced in the ~ettlement Report, The rate
fixed for each estate has been recorded in my order determi-
ning its as-essment which forms part of the record of rights an |
is also bound in the abstract note-bcoks and on the vernacular
bachh file. The most important change is the omission of direct
provision for the exemption of land paying a chahi assessment,
The safeguards against such double assessment are the proper
observance of the instructions contained in the Land Records
Manual and understanding of the definitions approved for this
settlement, Given these it is unlikely that land will have to
bear a double assessment unless the irrigator deliberately
changes over to canal irrigation although fie has a perfectly good
well, a practice to be discouraged by a heavy revenue when
canal water is 8o scarce. Where canal water is used merely to
supplement the wells the definitions will protect the irrigator
from a maksi assessment and where he turns to the canal because
his well has gone out of use his chaki asseesment will be remitted
under the Land Revenue Assessment Rules. The only other
feature that requires -notice is the case of estates which have
distributed their land revenue over all cultivation at a flat rate
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irrespective of its class. In such cases since nohri parta is not
paid by any holding in proportion to its nakyi land any change
in nakri parta should ipso facto be distributed in the same way
over every holding.

The rates of sbiana are not directly in issue in a settlement
as they are not a part of the revenue. Tt is, however, appropriate
to mention hare certain decisions taken during these operatiors
about non-perennial (kharif) charmels, T was asked 1o advise
whether it was derirable to discentinve the practice of allowing
water in these distributaries fer short pericds in the yabi ceason,
This concession worked very umequally, for scme channels
received a December watering, sow ¢ a March watering ard scme
got water in hoth these months. All of them, however, and
irrigators whose channels received no winter water at all, were
charged abiana at the same rate, When the concession was
instituted there was not the same¢ demand for water as there
now is when considerable dissatisfaction with perennial supplics
is expressed. It is admitted that the supply in the river is often
short of the canal’s requirements frem Cctober to March and,
this being so, there is a moral obligation to reserve such supplies
as there are for irrigators on perennizl chapnels to whom there
is an implied promise of water. Nobody can complain if this
supply fails owing to a low river but there is every ground for
elamour if short supplies can be uttributed to their diversion to
khatif channels which have no claim of any kind on them. It
was decided that with effect from the rabi harvest of 1940-41
kharif channels in the Amritser district should be closed from
the end of October and not reopencd till April, the opening in
April to be as early as possible and the closure in October in
case of rotational working to be, as a matter of working practice,
as lae as possible. It has also been decided that with effect
from the rabi harvest of 1940-41 all rabi crops on kharif channels
will pay the same rate of ahiana. This is a concession which
will be much appreciated and should make a considerable
difference to the irrigators’ budget. On wheat, for example,
the farmer will pay a third less thau lie now does and less than
half of the rate on perennial channels.
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46. The well cylindet occupies a separate field number in
e the record-of-rights and ordinarily the chahi
rrigated ansess- . - .
ments - aszessment Is put on it and not on the chalu land
i nnd is paid by the owners of the well acearding to
their shares in it. Auy sum assessed as gimat ab in this way
is not collected for a period designed to allow the owner to
recover twice his capital cost on the construction of the well;
and if the well falls out of use the demand is entiiely remitted,
If the owners prefer to distribute the chah: element in the
demand over the land nud not allocate it 1o wells, there is of
course no remission. The following statement shows the number
of wells and the total sum romitted for varying periods 'on
account of these exemption

[ | Amount of
Tahsil | Assezsment circle Numbar of walls protectiva
ot exempted. leases
| = R S
= = S Rs, a.
Upper Manjha 4 5816
Central Manjha 274 | 4,662 -8
Tarn Taran
Het Hangar 55 692
i Total 624 11,170 -8
Bet Bangar du 8,277
{ Jandiala 242 7.875
Amritsar Nahri 53 1,865
Mirankot 9 | 251
Total 847 | 16,265
| Sailab 137 1,085
Hithar 133 | 1,250
Ajnala Uthar 51 867
Nabri 18 81
Total 330 3,653
|
Total, district 1,600 al,001—8
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47. The term of settlements is now fixed by statute at forty
years and formal orders to this effect have been
b Bt conveyed in Government's orders on esch assess-
ment report. These originally directed that the
period should begin from rabi 1940 in the Tarn Taran taheil
and from kharif 1940 in the rest of the district, recoveries for
first five years being however made in accordance with the
assessment and bachh of the expiring settlement These orders
have been amended to make the settlement run for forty years
from the actual introduction of new sssessment, that is from
rabi 1945 in Tarn Taran tahsil and from kharif 1945 elsewhere.
The postponement is Government’s fulfilment of its pledge that
for the first five years after reassessment nobody should pay
more, This guarantee was at first interpreted by Government
itself as allowing the distribution of the new demand over hold-
ings, its collection less remissions due under the eliding scale in
the first harvest of each year and its reduction by rebate on the
second instalment to keep the annual demand of each estate
down to its previous level. This would have had the great
advantage of allowing the Seitlement Officer to complete all his
normal duties and to leave the settlement ready to creak into
action the moment the woid was given. Government later
decided that effect should be given to its pledge by postponing
the mtroducuion of the new settlement with ail ns features till
the promisel period of five years had elapsed. During this
period recoveries will be made strictly in accordance with the
bachh of the expiring settlement, even where the new demand
is a reduction on the old,

48. Until the third regular settiement every estate paid
half of its revenue after the kharif and half after

lostalments of  the yabi harvest. In that settlement Mr. Grant
| . tried to persuade villages not enjoying canal
irrigation (where kharif crops only occupied half the area of the
rab: crops) to pay in unequal instalments but only eighteen
cstales decided to pay a third in the kharif and two-thirds in
I'-he rabi. At lasc settlement there was lit]e change in the
Yarn Taran and Amritsar tabsils Lut & numb ¢ of estates in the

Ajnald riverain where the autumn crops are extremely precaric
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ous and the incidence of the demand on that harvest often very
high, were converted to the payment of less than half of their
demand in the khairf barvest. The landowners have ngain been
consulted at this settlement during my announcement of
demsnds and a few cstates have opted for changes iu theiu
instalments. 'The tendency ha: been to revert to payment of
half the demaad in each harvest with the extension of security
from irrigation, but a few riverain villages have goue so far as
to pay the whole of the demand in the rabi. In such cases the
change was discussed in their presence with the zaildar before
I consented to it. The following statement shows what changes
have taken place. Two Government rakhs carry no assessment,

Number of villages paying

= 1
1/2 kharif | 2/5 kbaril | ;;:?f:‘b:r" 1Mi i vaBE | Total.

Tabail Assa sment | 1/2 rabi | 3/5 rabi |
circls R =3 l o —
last | fast | | st l last | last
settio- now settle- now seitle- now seitle- now fettle-| nmow
_ | ment ment | ment ment | | ment|
I -
| Ugper |158 s e oba s g e 3 anliasna] e
iI anjha | 1 | |
Tarn Taran Cestral | 167 | 167 | . el 167 | 167
'I Manjha |
| Bet Los | 28 | oo | oo | o] o M v, b R
| Bangar | | i
Bet 86 | 86 AL e L I g6 | 88
Bangar | |
I
[
Jandiala | 173 ||22 - 1 ] P et o 1 B 4
Amritrar | i l
| Nahri [ 127 = 128 i we | ¥E8 | 128
I | '
Mirankot | 18 ! 25 ) T 8 §ra sttt EF 27
Sailab 2 26 48 2 | 7 10 | 78 78
| |
witkar ey | e Al VLN AR e | | 79 | 78
Ajnala _ . I
| Uthl‘l’ I'I.E- & ‘.l? B e | 1 | | (T aaa !.I.? 1'!?
|
i |
\ Nabrl | 83 | 71 | am I 4 ! el W] ] e |
| Total, ' 2 ' ' Eard] ko
| dmm]gn | 605 l 2 [ NERE N | 10 1065 068
——r - e -
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These arrangements take effect from the introduction of
ithe new assessment, At last settlement the practice of paying
each instalment in two portions was maintained for the kharif
instalment but abandoned for the rabi payment No change
has becn made in these arrangements but the dates have been
altered, and under the echelon systern the roster now runs from
tst January to 28th February for the khari f instalinent and from
15th to 318t July for the rabr.

49. Ccesses have not changed since last settlement,
They amcunt to 17} per cent—local rate at 123
per cent paid to the district board and village

officers’ cess at 5 per cent paid to lambardirs for collection of

revenue.

Cesses,

50. New rules for the measurement and assessment of
Rules for the  8reas subject to river action have been approved,

sion of Ay I
T h assess-  Lhe new rules are simpler than the old. The
ments. diseretion currently given to assess a crop out of

its class, to treat uncultivated land i1n certain circumstances

a8 unht for cultivauon owing Lo river action, and 1o reduce an
assessment on land which has deteriorated, has been withdrawn,

The power Wds rarcly exercised even in honpe.t hands and the
assessees have suffercd by the failure to make sume presumptions
allowed by the rules. I'he new rules make a presumpuion about
the destrucuon of uaculuvated land mandatory snd there is an
important change of principle in the abandonment of soil rates
based on the crop sown in {avour of soil rates determined on
the quality of each estate ir.espective of the crop, Estates on
the Beasjhave come on to the same footing as those on the Ravi
in the provision for annual measurement. The estate jof
Chahia which lies in the Jastarwal pond (chhamb) in Ajnala
tahsil, has been made subject to the same rules, Including it,
102 estates have been classed as fluctuating.

g1 A new feature in the future revenus admin stration of
Sealay the district is the introduction in this settlement
reductio: of  of rules for the reduction of assessment on account
assesgment oo ¢ . s ’ ' ;
aceount of of deterioration. The serions loss of cultivated

deteriorstion:  area in the last fifty years from causes discussed
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in the Settlement Report demands relief for the landowner
whose net assets are destroyed throngh no fault of his own.
The rules are designed to deal with genuine hardship while
avoiding a multitude of paltry petitions. Provision is made for
consulting expert opinion and the reclamation of remediable
cases is encouraged. Tn the decision of cases for remission
reference will be necessary to the classification of the
tand at settlement to avoid relief to land which was
assessed on other grounds than its culturable capacity (eg. as
nrban land or as waste with an income from grass) ui the denial
of relief to land whose change has been gradual since settlement
and which might sppear as uncultivated but not urcuitvrable
in later annual records.

52. A very detailed note on secure and insecure estates
with a scheme for the working of suspensions
appears in the *Settlement Report. I clussed 83
estates as insecure. My proposals were accepted.

Insecure estates,

23. A fair number of unauthorised assignments was
detected, 7069 cascs came under revicw. Where
an institution was not being properly maintained
and remedial action was possible the rssignee was given time
to take it before the axe fell, Aberrations for which the
beneficiary was not responsible included excessive payments due
to misint.erpremtiun of Government orders, and payments to
non-entitled persons. The present vulue assignments is just over
two lakhs of rapees  There may be a devaluation in grants not
entitled to owners'' rate wherever nali i parta has become a bigger
element in the revenue as a result of re-assessment ; but the
amount can be determined cnly when the distribution of the
revenue is done.

Assignmenty,

54. The following statement shows the number of estates
Survey. in which each method of measurement has been
followed.
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A Fd ~ SECTION D.
¥ ; MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE.

1. The principal sources of miscellaneous revenue are
eXcise, stamps, electricity, registration and motor
taxation which are provincial, and income-tax
which is a central subjeet.

Totroductory.

2, The gross annual revenuve from exsise is in the neigh-
SLR hourhood of twentyfour lakhs of rupees of which
duty on liquor accounts for some eighteen lakbs,
ven of liquor two lakhs, duty on opium two and a half lakhs,
vend of opium one lakh and vend of hemp-drugs half a lakh,
Expenditure is about a lakh of rupees, three-quarters of which
is the cost to Governmernt of excire opium and the balance
establishment and rewards. About tvwo hundied excite cffences
are detected each year.

The population of the district includes a large nun:ber of
sikh jats who are addicted to liquor. The considerable con-
sumption of licit liquor is supplemented by the production on a
commercial scale of cheap illicit liquor which finds ready
customers. Detection is difficult owing to popular sympathy
with the distiller. The excise staff consists of an inspector and
six sub-inspectors. There js a licensed distillery at Amritear
which supplies spirits throughou: the Punjab, the Indian states
and to troops.  Still-head duty from country spirit issued from
this distillery in 1938-39 was Rs, 166573: /-, Revenue interests
are protected by a staff of one inspeeter and four sub-inspectors,
For the sale of country liquor there are (hree wholesale and
thirtynine retail licenses. The municipality of Tarn Taran

* has exercizsed the :!'lthl}rit.}* given it under section 5 of the
Punjab Loeal Option Act 192° to direct that I'quor may not be

- 80ld in its area, but larze quantities of liquor are smuggled into
the town.

The cu[tjntion of ‘the poppy is prohibited in the district
and only excise opium cin be sold at the thirtysix licensed
shops.

The charas godown at Amritsar was abolished in 1933 ond
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the drug is now impotted from the Hoshiarpur district. Bhang
grows wild in the district and the wholesale licensee is permitted
to gather it for sale. There are four retail licensees for hemp-
drugs, The Standard Drug Company Limited manufactures
medicinal preparations containing rectified spirit which are
sapplied to chemists on payment of duty and to hospitals free
of duty.

3. The net receipts from stamps (exclusive of motor
taxation paid in stamps) are about seven lakhs
of rupees annually~ three lakhs under the Stamp
Act and four lakhs under the Court Fee Act.

Stamps,

4 The development of the Mandi hydro-electric scheme
has opened up a fresh source of revenue, The
Amritsar Division of the Eieotrioity Branch of the
Public Works Department has an snnual revenue exceeding
nine lakhs of rupees while its expenditure 1S abont two and a
balf lakhs of rupees. These figures, however, do not relate to
the district alone as the jurisdiction of the division extends to
parts of Gurdaspur, J allundur and Lahore di:tricts as well.

Electuicity.

5. The net annual income from registration 1s three-

Registratdon. quarters of 8 lakh of rupeea.

6. The netincome to Government from motor taxation
e i after remissions for local taxation has been about
half & lakh of rupees aonually. This may be
expected to show & considerable iucrease under the new Act.
Fees for licenses bring in a quarter of a lakh of rupees.
= Amritsar 8s the most importsnt centre -of trade in
northern India bas a patural interest for the
[ncome-tax Department. In 1938-40 (a ba1l year)
the net demand on account of income-tax, supertax and ecor-
poration tax Was Rs. 7,84,645/-. The following classification
of the tevenue from major classes of income may be of interest -
Rs: 1,380,464/ from piece goods, Hs. 116,232/~ from house
property, Bs. 713.570/- trom-retail trade other than pmﬂu-l-guodﬁ.
" Re. 51,288/- frorn moncy lending, Re. 44,503/ from ‘mtlls and
‘Rs, 32,355/~ from geueral werchandise. Net collections wers

Incoms-tax.
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Rs. 718,724/-. The totsl number of assessees handled was
3546, tax being collected from 1828 in the following major
classes by status : hindu undivided familics (870), unregistered
firms (122), salaries (110), companies (18), associations (24) and
individuals (634). Of 512 decided appeals 208 were successful
in whole or part. -

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT.
SECTION E. '

1. The Local Boards which existed twentyfive years ago

istrict Boarg, Nave all disappeared and local government in the

rural area is now in the hands of a District Board
of forty members of whom thirty are elected, six nominated and
four (Deputy Conmissioner, Civil Surg on, District Medical
Officer of Health and District Inspector of Schools ex officio.
The Deputy Commissioner is ex officio chairman. There is an
elected vice-chairman to whom considerable powers have been
delegated. The principal employees of the board are the
secretary and the district engiveer, Most of the detailed work
of the board is done in committee, Five committees have been
constituted—Kioance, District Works, Education, Medical
and Public Health, ani Agciculture and Vehicles whose

decisions are cousidered 1n the ordinary weetings of the whole
board,

The board’s annual iucome exceeds seven lakhs of rupees

and it expenditure is in the same neighbourhood. Nearly
four lakhs of rupees come from Goveruweut grants, ke
balance is the board’'s own income in which the biggest single
item 8 local rate which 18 approximately two lakhs of rupees,
Each department of the board’s activities receives a fixed per-
centage of the board's incume together with iws departmental
grauts from Government. Educational grants being much
higher than other the result is that tie expenditure vn this
department is nearly lour lakhs of rupces. Other responsibilities
. are, however, not neglected for the expenditure on  district
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works such as roads, bridges and buildings exceeds a lakh of
rupees, The board maintained over fifty miles of metalled
roads but recent provincialisation hss reduced this to little
. more than twenty miles, There are some 340 miles of unmeralled
roads in the board’s charge. Conversion of imporiant
unmetalled roads to metalied r.ads is undertaken in regular

programmes. The board manages twelve rural dispensaries
and maintains seven civil dispsnsaries and twentyone veterinary
dispensaries,

2, There are three municipalities in the district among
_ which Amritsar i8 of course outstanding. It was
tﬂf:;ménﬁf created in 1868 and has always been of the firsf
hioas class The constitution of the committee has been
revised from time to time but at present there are 31 members
of whom 28 are elected and 8 nominated by Government. The
Deputy Commissioner ceasid to be president of the committee
and an exoflicio member in 1921, The committee elects its
own president and two vice presidents. The members hold
office for three years. The priocipal cfficers employed are the
lixecutive Officer, Secretary, Medical Ufficer of Health, Mupici-
pal Kngineer, Chief Electrical Engineer and Town Planner,

Terminal tax coustitutes the principal source of municipal
revenue. During the last five years the annual
Terminal tax y
and other collections haye ranged between Rs. 8,10,000 and
i Rs, 9,717,000, Uliece goods and other articles of
cloth and clothing are the biggest item accounting for a third of
the receipts, with food, drink and fodder a good second. The
imposition of terminal tax in the Amritsar Municipality was
sanctioned by the Punjab Government from the 1st December,
1920 when octroi ceased to be levied. The committee is cou-
templating the substitution of octroi (without refunds) for
terminal tax as accord ng to the Government of India Act
(1935, the Jattr has now come on the federal list of taxution.

Ocher important heads of municipal income are wheel tax
(recently abolished), license fees on velucles, sale of water, sale
of sewage, rents of nazul and municipal lands, and fairs,
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heads during the lnst b years:—

—

e (Sarion B

The following table compates income under the various

i‘:;f]:: . Particulars, {1935 35 1938 —315 1837 -zml 1933-3ai 1939-!‘-1
LA, | Genoral [ oso4s | @2sst | 110080 ] 50712 | 153498
IB(i) | Tax on the sale of immo- 123 ‘ 78 338 | 2 181

vable pruperiy. {
1B{iv) | Terminal Tax 890002 ‘ 871517 | 810056 | 877481 | 976927
IB(if) | License fes on dangerous s054 5099 5958 ] 7068 7216
and offensive trades g
1B(xil) | Tax on vehicles 78580 | 7858 | 72810 75792 72331

IBxiii) | Fe-s for  vehicles | yazs \ 12610 | 12387 11721 10301

licensing- I |

1B{xvii Cn::j:;:]g Fee (Miscellan- | B30 | a31 i' 899 | 737 787
IC{H | Rented land and | 21334 | 22669 33183 | 32658 29300

Buildiogs. [
iC(ii) | Gardens and Road side 5585 | 6024 B747 | 9533 15776
treea, |
1C(iv) | Tehbazari. 7818 | 4475 5972 o589 | 12965
ID{iv) | Cattle pounds 046 . 1851 1578 1757 ] 2072
ID() | Electricity Department. | 922635 |uaﬁ.im 1183830 I 8£31=3 | 10166890
II. | Education, B4258 45332 100853 | 92848 86267
I | Medical, 62 1975 851 |
1v. | Pablic Health. 67322 | 78158 | BOIGS | 81488 | 74087
v. | wWater Sunply- 120552 |- \23768 | 117788 | 159305 | 154728
V1. | Veterinary Department.| 55853 57051 54761 52723 53037
1% | Suspense Accoust. siss0 | sesen | 4933;_‘ 42007 | 26786
l Total (Rupees) | 2428661 'iﬂalanas 2651358 1::933317 2703500

I'he financial position of the committae is quite aatiufactu;;

put the financial outlook is not very promising.

The existing

resources of the commitiee lack ela ticity and cannot be depend-
ed upon o produce sufficient revenue from which such import-
ant and urgent schemes of public benefit as augmentation of

waber

sapply sud andergrouvd drainage could be financed,

What hzs made the financial outlook very uncertain is the
problem of revision of electricity rates. The commibtee regards
its electric supply concern (started in 1915) as & wunicipal trade
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‘underteking and since 1031-32 it has every vear transferred
large suros of money from the profits of this concern to ‘general
revenue to be utilised on various benificent projects, such as
the construetion of the Princess of Wales Zenana Hospital (the
liospital building has cost nearly Rs. 2,40,0 0 ), increase of
water supply by the installation of additional tubewelis, and
extension of street lichting by electricity. Tn 193¢ the Punjab
Government decided to refer to the El. ctricity Advico:y Board
constituted under section 38 of the Indian Electricity Act the
question of the revision of the maximal rates piescribed in (ke
Amritsar Municipal Electric License for private and public
supply. The Advisory Board bLas suggested drastic reductions
in the maximal rates. The committee’s view is that sinco
it had of its own necord reduced the rates from time to time any
further reduction in rates would virtually cripple its electric
supply concern and seriously retard its future growth. . No
decision has been reached by Government in the matter.

The fojlowing table compares the expenditure under the

Expenditire. various heads during the last 5 years,
Hepd
of Purticulars. 193556 1936—37 | 1937 —38 193839 1885 - 40
actonnt |

1. GENERAL DEPARTMENTS.
I
1A. | General 163176 | 162818 | 179560 | 171858 | 153843

1.B. Tax and Licensing Depart-{ 68405 | 7eaz7 N3 | Fme 78462

ment, |
1.C. Rented lands and build- 68318 | &7098 8553 109337 03541
mngs,

1.D. Public Safety and Conven- | 79 977 | 1369158 | 1043039 | 800418 875045
lence including Electri- |
city Department.

2. Education, 29T 283756 7640 : 11223 S 15885
3, Hospitals and Dispensaries. 73850 75394 | 249045 | 113414 94759
4. Puhlic Health. 433883 | 433840 l 431952 | 443918 | 4p5954
5. Water Sapply. 177642 132298 146444 | 45749 202542
8. i Veterinary Department. 9924 16554 12464 ! 10071 10990
7. t Municipal Works |- 185209 175961 155044 I 173667 : 514859
L ] | Suspense Account. | 50714 48237 50737 42769 | 48883
Total (Rupees) L—m “[2ss0071 %ﬁﬂﬁﬁ_laﬁ*
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The total expenditure provided for the year 1940-41 is Rs.
502249/~ which includes a sum of Rs, 1380112/- representing
the expenditure of the Electricity Department. The expendi-
ture on municipal establishment amounts to Rs, 1055178/-
representing a third of the total expenditure of the municipality.
More than half of the expenditure on establishment relates to
the beneficent departments Educition, Medical and Public
Health. The expenditure on education has risen from Rs.
238944/- in 1931 to Rs. 318885/- in 1039-17. This additional
expenditure of about Rs. 80000/- per annum has Leen met by
the committes out of ita own funds without resorting to any
fresh taxation. The expenditure per scholar comes to Rs. 21/11
per annum while the Government grant amounts to Rs. 5/- per
soholar. It is thus obvious that the slender resources of the
committee are being strained to the utmost in order to provide
for the educational needs of the citizens, The Amritear Munici-
pality spends more than Re. 140000/ annually on medical relief
while the Lahore Municipality which is the premier in the
province spends Rs, 77000/ per annum under the same head.
The committee’s contributions to Government and piivate
Wospitals amount to the high fizure of Re. 44000/~ per annum as
ompared with contributions amounting to Rs. 11000/- made
by the Lahore Municipality.

For financing two major projects (the metaliing and surface-
painting of roads and the drainage and paving of kuchas) the
committee has recently raised loans of Rs. 500000/ (half of
which has been received) and Rs. 224210/- respectively from
from Government. The approved amortization plan in the
case of each luan raised by the Committes is being faithfully
carried out and capital repayments and payment of interest
charges are being made regularly.

The following «re the details of the loan liabilities upto the

end of March, 1940.
Amount
cuistandin
\. Loan of Rs. 20,00,000/- for Storm Water Rs. A. f':
Drainage scheme sanctioned by Govern-
ment vide memo no 5471-L. G, dated 18th

February, 1922. 31968 11 6
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Amount

outstanding
2, Loan of Rs. 5,756,000 for extension of Elec-
tricity sanctioned by Pumjab Government
vide letter mo. 401 L 8. G. dated 3l1st
January, 1929, 356313 5 1
3. Loan of Rs, 2,60,000/- for the improve-
ments of roads sanctioned vide letter no.
932-L. . 88-12036 dated 28th March, 1939. 241604 ¢ 1
4. Loan of Rs. 2,24 210/- for paving of kuchas,
sanctioned vide letter no. 932.L,G. 20/1038
dated 28th March, 1979, 216680 10 3

Total. 848567 3 10

The original Amritsar Waterworks scheme was built in
1904. The source of supply consisted of 40
percolation wells on the north-east side of the city
near the junction of the Pathankot Branch Railway line with
the North Western Railway main line. In the course of
time further additions to the Water-works scheme were
carried out particularly during the year 1920, A number
of independent tubewells have been installed in the
municipal area mostly inside the city and most of them
supplement the supply of water from the Head Waterworks
by pumping either into the City Waterworks or into the distri-
bution system direct., There are in all 21 independent tube-
wells in different parts of the city. The water supply of the
town has also been augmented by menns of tubewells at the
Head Waterworks where five new tubewells have been installed.
The number will shortly be increased to eight in order to ensure
a daily supply of 24,00,000 gallons, The old pumping plant at
the Head Waterworks run by steam is now reserved for emer-
gencies and the electrically diiven plant with which the new
tubewells have been linked has been put into commission. It
is also proposed to provide nine additional independent tube-
wells at convenient points in the municipal area in order to
ensure that the daily water supply which averages about 14
gallons per head is increased to mot less than 25 gallons per
head and parri passu the sopply is increased to cope with the

Water Supply.
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anticipated advance of population over 300000. A vast
majority of the existing tubewells pump directly into the
distribution system, Thisis by common consent an unsatie-
factorv and uneconomic system and in order to remedy this
ctate of affairs the Committee has provided a sum of Rs.
180000/- for the construction of 3 overhead reinforced
concrete service reservoirs of 100000 gallons capacity each to
maintain a good distribution pressure. The execution of this
project has been entrusted to the P.W.D, A start has also been
nade with the overhauling of the distribution system which
needs thorough reorganisation. A sum of Rs (0000/- has been
placed at the disposal of the Superintending Engincer, Public
Health Cirele, Punjab, for extending the mains and his assis-
tance has also been enlisted in the preparation of a comprehen:
sive scheme for redesigning the entire distribution system.

Amritsar is situated in a basin, a factor to which the eity
owes most of its difficulties regarding its drainage
problems, In 1621 the municipal committee
prepared a project for the eonstruction of the Storm Water
Channel for the improvement of the drainage of the city. The
estimate framed for the work amounted to Rs. 201410/ and
the cost of the work was borne by the Governmentand the
committee in equal shares. No other drainage scheme of any
magnitude has heen undertaken by the Committee since.

The committee has been faced from its very inception
with the gigantic task ot filling up a large number of offensive
swamps both inside as well as on the outskirts of the city.
The work of filling up dhabs (ditches) was commenced in 1859,
and has been carried on without interruption upto the present
day. Some idea of the magnitude of the task which the
committee has accomplished cun be conveyed by the fact that
the city ditch alone which the committee filled up was 5 miles
in length, 120 yards in width and 5 yards in depth. Practically
all the dhabs have been filled up and the reclaimed land con-
verted into gardens.

The city sewage is disposed of by means of the extramural

e Al drain. The lignid sewage is discharged into a

settling tank at the Sewage Digpoaal works and

Diainage Scheme.
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from there it is lifted up by electrically driven pumps and
carried throngh masonry channels for distribution to zamindars
for raising crops. Anarea of 740 acres.is irrigated by the
Ganda Nala. An annual revenue of about Rs, 50000/- is
derived by the committee from the Ganda Nala,

The arrangements provided by the Committee for the

AL ey flcl:*_trin lighting of the city leave little to- be

desired. There are more than 6500 electric street-

lights and eVen the remotest parts of the municipal area are
served by street-lighting extensions,

‘T he management of the Baisakhi and Diw.li Horse and Cattle
airs was permanently transterred to the muuieipal
committee in 1892, Notwitistanding the phenome-

nal increase thab nas taken place in recent bimes in the number of

commercial fairs held in tius Province the Amritsar fairs continue
to enjoy an un-rivalled position, For & commercial city such as

Amritsar it is impossible to overestiuate the importance of

these faivs. The large influx of traders and vistors into the

city which takes place on the otcasion ':'i: these fairs is welcomed

by the trading classes 1n general as 1t Lolds out to them a

promise of brighter business. .T he committcs therefore spares

neither pains nor expsnse in suriving IuF the achievement of the
largest possible measures of etficiency 1in the management of its
fairs, HKach lasts for twelve days and 10 order wo make it as
attractive and instructive as possible shows are arranged by
1he Veteriuary Departwent, ‘L'ube-Well Boring Department,

Agricultu}.ul Department, industries Department, Temperance

Society Amritsar, and the Aunicipal Health Department, QOn

the concluding day an elaborate sports programme is provided,

The great interest evinced by the committee 1n all matters

pertaining fto animal husbandry and live stock has been in no

small measure responsible for the improvement of the local
breeds. In order to stimulate iaterest in cattle-breeding
prizes of the value of Rs. 2600/ are given by the Committee
tor cattle and about Rs. 600/~ for horses and mules. No con-
tribution is now made by Government, The average annual
expenditure of ths Committee over the last ten years under
the head Veterinary Department and related subjects such as

Fairs.
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cattle and horse-breeding and veterinary relief has been about
Re. 30000/-.
3. Tarn Taran has had a chequered municipal history.
dx izt Tt was made a municipality as longz ago as 1886
Municipal but was reduced to the status of a notified area
Tl in 1915 and to a small town in 1924. 1t becams
a municipality again ten years later with nine members, seven
of whom are elected and two nominated. It has an annual
income in the neighbourhood of half a lakh of rupees. The
incidence of taxation is Rs. 1/7/56 per head of population,
4, The municipal fortunes of Jandiala have also varied. A
municipality in 1912, it was reduced to a notified
ﬂﬁﬁnl area in 1916 but became a municipality again in
Doy 1927. Its committee consists of twelve members
of whom nine are elected and three nominated (including an
ex-officio president). Its annual income is in the neighbonrhood
of forty thousand rupees, Incidence of taxation is Hs. 2/1/6
per head of population.

5. There are three small towns in the district at Majitha,
Ramdas and Sultanwind, All of these were created
in 1924 but Majitha and Ramdas had a previous

municipal history, i'gla.j.itha has eight members of whom six are
slected and two nominated; Ramdas six members of whom five

are elected and one nominated; and Sultanwind eight members
of whom six are elected, one nominated and one ex-officio presi-
dent. Majitha is really a town but Ramdas is still essentially
a village, The urban portion of Sultanwind revenue estate is
included in Amritsar municipal limits and the small town has
o rural character. The incidence of taxation per head of popu-
lation' is Rs, -/7/6 at Majitha, Re. -/3/10 at Ramdas, and
Rs, -/8/11 at Sultanwind.

6. The only notified area in the district is Chheharta
constituted in 1938 from those parts of the
revenue estates of Wadali Guru and Kals
Ghanupur which had become urbanised by industrial expansion,

Most of the new faotories in the Amritsar area have congregated
at Chheharta.

Town committzes,

Motifiad area.



SECTION F—PusrLic Works

1. Public works outside the control of the District Board
come under one of the three branches of the
provincial Public Works Department - Buildings
and Roads, Irrigation and El. otricity.

v}

2, Amritsar is under the control of the Third Circle of
Buildings and Superintendence at Lahore where the divisional
Roads Branch.  hagdquarters (Second Lahore Division) are also
situated. A sub-division is maintained at Amrib:ar in charge
of an Assistant Engineer responsible for the construction and
msintenance of most of the provineial roads and buildings in
Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts, His charge includes the
Grand Trunk road, the Amrcitsar-Pathankot road, and the
Amritsar-Sialkot road as far as the Ravi. Expenditure in the

sub division during 1938-39 was rather more than three lakhs
of rupees, )

Iniroductory.

Water supply and sanitary works are in the charge of the
First Lahore Bub-division of the First Lalore Division of tne
Public Health Circle.

38 The headquarters of vhe Upper Bari Doab Canal Circle
Irrigation are located at Amritsar whete the Superintending
EEhngt: Eugineer and three of his Divisional Engineers
(the Executive Kogineers of Majitha, Raiwind and Jandiala)
have their offices. A reference to irrigation will be found in
chapter 11.

The Central Workshops of the Public Works Department

are also at Awmritsar under the charge of a Buperintendent of

the standing of an Executive Engineer. The workshops have
expanded considerably in recent years.

4. The Amntsar Division of the Electricity Branch was
Electricity formed in November 1929, There aresix Sub-
Raaol divisions under its control: Dhariwal, Batala and
Qeliav v the Gurdaspur district snd Tarn Taran, Awmritsar
suburban and Verka in the Amritsar district, The electrical

245
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system of bhis division consists of two extra high temsion
Receiving Substations, one at Dhariwal and one at Verka; the

Trunk Transmission Lines; and local distribution lines and
substations.

11 K, V, Bupply lines to Amritsar city, Amritsar Suburban
ures, Chhebarta, Verka, Majitha, Khasa and Tarn Taran are fed -
from the Verka Receiving Station. The supply to Jullundur

and Ludhiana from Verka Receiving Station is given through a
132 KV Branch Transmission Line,

A supply of electrical energy for gemeral and industrial
purposes is given in T'arn Taran, Chhelarta factory area, Khasa,
Verka and Majitha, Bulk supply is given to the Amritsar
Muwicipality for diseribution withiu the municipal licensed
area, DBulk supply 1s alsy given to the Khalsa College and the
Sacred Heart School av Amritsar, and to ¢he Durbar Sahub at
Tarn Taran, Supply for sgriculsural purposes has also been
given Lo wany cousuwmers for pumping water, Distribution .of
electrical energy for ligliting, industry, aud agriculvurs in rurai
areas has been unlertaken at village Kalsganupur near Khalsa
College Awritsar and village Verka,

SECTION G—AgrmY

1. The detachment of troops at Amritsar forms a portion
Amtitsar of Lahore Brigade. The present strength of the
detachment:  garrison is one company of infantry in the canigg-
ment, wihich 18 situated west of the Civil Lines Police Station,
behind the Districc Courts. ‘Lhere is g Light Motor Patrol
Section, A. F. (1) in Awritsar, belon

glug 1o the unmit whose
headquarters is in Lahore,

2. 'The great popularity ol military service among the Jat
: Sikus particularly in the Tarn Taran and Amritsar
Becruitiog. . .

tahsiis has retained for the district jts position of
oue of the chief recruiting grounds for the Indian Army,
Practically every regiment iu which thece is g Sikh Cowmpany



_ 247
AMRITSAR DISTRICT] [SEcTion H

contains men enlisted from this district. Before war broke out
in 1939 there were probably not less than 2,600 men in military
employment, The post office pays 5647 pensioners some 17
laxhs of rupees a year.

— e —

SECTION H—Potice aNp Jamns

1. The police force of this district is in the administrative
charge of the Deputy Inspactor General of the
Central range whose headquarters are at Lahore,
Local executive charge is exercised hy a Superintendent of
Police, assisted by three Deputy Superintendents of Police. At
times an Assistant Superintendent of Police is also posted to
the district. The strength of the force is:

Paolice

European Inspectors. 3
Indisn Inspectors, 4
Sergeants. - 9
Sub Inspectors. 37
Assistant Sub-Inspectors. S 817
Head Constables. 128
Head Constables (Mounted) ... 2
Foot Constables. 992
Constables (Mounted) o 20

Of these one Inspector, 5 Sub-Inspectors, 8 As:istant Sub-
Inspectors, 40 Head Constables and. 303 Foot Constables are
employed in the city and one Inspector, one S:rb-lnspec:ter! 4
Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 4 Head Constables and 89 Foot
Cong'ables in the Civil Lines Police Station. There are four
trackers serving in the district.

The communal composition of the force expressed in
percentages is.

Muslim 649
Sikh. 193
Hindu, 154
Christian, 2

Scheduled classes. 04
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The police stations ar.d outposts are distributed as under :-

Amritsar tahsil. P. S. City Kotwali, P. 8. A Division, P. 8,
B Division, P, 8, C Division, P, S, D Division, P. 8. Civil
Lines (all in Amritear city); and 5 rural police stations-Sadr,
Jandiala, Kathunangal, Beas and part of Majitha,

Tarn Taran taksil. Five police stations at Tarn Taran,
Gharinda, Sithali. Vairowal ard Chabal; and one outpost at
Kahangarh near Atari.

Ajnala tahsil. Three police stations at Ajnsla, Ramdas
_and Lopoke, and the other part of Majitha.

There are three cattle pounds in the city limits at Divisions
B, C and D, and one each at Police Stations Jandiala, Kathu-
nange), Bea-, Gharinda, Sirhali, Vairowal, Ajna’s, Remdas and
Lopoke.

2, The inhabitants of the district are hot-tempered and
turbulent. The erime of murder is frequent
and increasing. Riots are rate. Asa rule murders
committed by Jat Fikhs are not intelligently premeditated,
though they are sometimes committed in circumstances of pecu-
liar atrocity. The weapons employed are mainly barchhi (spear)
or talwa fitted with long handle. The former weapon is very
formidable. The principal occasions for murder are old enmity
and sudden fights over land and women. Of the serious crimes
against property, burglary is the commonest and a large
proportion of offences under this head remains undetected.
Dacoities and highway robberies are rare. Cattle theft is not
common, for the district is g0 thickly populated that the stolen
property cannot be taken far without being observed, and
there are mno uncultivated wastes where the animals can be
hidden till the hue and cry is over. In petty crime traffic
cffences are heavy. Communal tension in the city gives rise to
riots and sometimes murders. There are a few political
agitators of provincisl importance in the district who foment
trouble.

3. There is one Bansisettled tribe and nine wandering
Cminal tribes besides thirteen gangs of different tribes
tribes. notified under the Criminal (ribes Act in the

Crime



248

[AMmITSAR DISTRICT] [SectioN H.

Amritsar District. Their total population is 1,870 out of which
the population of the prominent trihes is

Sansis (settled) 1,484
Mahtams (gang) 26
Barrars (wandering) 141
Baddons 113

None of these tribes or gangs is responsible for any serious
erime in the distriet and they seem to have been giving, for

some time past, a fairly good account of themselves.

4. The necessity for establishment of a Reformatory
2 Settlerr ent for the members of notified Criminal
eformataries

Tribes was felt as soon as the movements of the

wandering criminal tribes were rostricted in January, 1017.
The disused jail at Amritsar was selected, as a measure of
sconomy, for this purpose and the Reformatory Settlement
was established there on 1-4-1917 after making extensive
additions. A beginning was made with a gang of Bhedkuts
consisting of fourteen families. The population of the settle-
ment rose to about 2,000 peopleat a time and for a long time
it continued to be the most important institution of the
department and a sorting centre of Criminal Tribes, On
51.12,1039, the population was 389 consisting of 186 males,
80 females and 123 children, This decrease in the population
was due mainly to the reformation of the members of Criminal
Tribes and partly to the strict scrutiny of the proposals for
commitment on account of decrease i the crime attributed
to the Criminal Tribes in the province, All able-bodied male
members of the Criminal Tribes Committee to the Reformatory
Settlement are employed in a factory attached to the settlement
on such trades as carpentry, weaving, shoe-making, tailoring
and ban-twisting. The average monthly earning is Rs, 8/-
per worker and Rs, 14/- per family, as payment is made ona
graded rate of wages with due regard to the number of workers
and dependents. The institution is under the control of a
whole-time Extra Assistant Commissioner designated as Super=-
intendent. He is assisted by two Assistant Superintendents,
two Assistants, two clerks and fortyeight warders. The educa-
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tion of the children of the inmates of the Reformatory
Settlement 18 carried on in a echool attached to the institution
run by three trained teachers. A sub-assistant surgeon, a
compounder, and a narse are attached to a dispensary main-
tained in the institution to look after the health of the inmates.
The Boy Bcout and Girl Goide movements have found a very
sound footing in the settlement and children are trained in
St. John Amhulance Crurses to enable them to render first aid
to the injured.

The members of notified Criminal Tribes are averse from
edueation but education up to the primary standard both for
boys and girls is compulsory for them throughout the provinee.
In order to make satisfactory arrangements for the orphans
and malingerers a Reformatory School wus established at
Amritsar in 1928, This school was located in a building built
by the Criminal Tribes Department in the compound of the
Reformatory Settlement. Neglected hoys between the ages of
9 and 14 are separated from their parents and guardians and
ate placed in the Reformatory School until they recch the age
of 18. The boys are given vocational training in the institu-
tion and receive ordinary eduneation up to the Lower Middle
Standard. Tailoring, carpentry, weaving and shoe-making are
some of the trades taught to them. FLock-making will shortly
be introduced. As soon as the boys complete the elementary
training in the factory, they are allowed wages varying hetween
gix pies to one anna per boy per day, The money earned by
them is deposited in Bavings Bank Accounts opened in their
nimes for they do not have to spend anything cn their clothing,
feeding and education during their stay in the institution as
entire expense is borre by Government. The Reformatory
School bund aud Scout Troop are well known for their smart-
nest and efficiency. The population of the school is generally

100 boys. The staff of the school consists of Boarding House
Superintendent, four teachers and three warders,

5. The present jail near the district courts was completed
Yotk during the year 1913. "The accommodati n is
officially intended for 264 prisoners and under-
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trials, but the average daily number of prisoners is about 450,
The accommodation in the jail is insufficient and Government
have recently had under consideration the questien of con-
structing a Central Jail at Amritsar. Owing to the outbreak
of war this has been held in abeyance. The administrative
charge of th= subsidiary jail isin the hands of the District
Magistrate who acts through one of his Extra Assistant Com-
missioners. The establishment consists of one Assistaut Super-
intendent, one I[lead Warder, ninecteen Waiders, one Matron,
two clerks and one compounder. The police doctor visits the
jail daily. The expenditure on maintenance and guarding
during the year 1938-30 was

maintenance Iis, 18,573/-
transfer of prisoners ... Rs. 1,403/-
guarding Rs. 10,415/-

No industries are carried on in the jail as uudertrials on
conviction are despatched in batches to the Lahore Central
Jail except habitual offenders who go to the Montgomery

Central Jail,

SECI'ION I—EpucarioN anp LiTERACY

1. In the quarter of a century which has passed since the
last edition of this gazetteer there has been re-
markable progress in the district, The statistical
basis of the following account is the position reached at the
end of March 1939, Collegiate education is provided by four
institutions. The number of boys’ schools has risen from 309
in 1911 to 639 now with an increase in enrolment from 21,904
to 65,368, Girls’, schools have increase from 69 to 269 and their
enrolment from 12,204 to 18,931, The district continues to
occupy,a place in literacy above the provincial average. 67 in
every thousand people are literate compared with 44 in 1914,
The provincial rate is 53 perthousand. In Amritsar city itis 151
per thousand. From table 60 of Part B of this volume it

Introductory.
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will appear that the percentage of literacy is 10°3 ainong males
and 2'2 among females. The Amritsar tahsil is well ahead of
the restof the district with a literacy percentage of 9-1—13'4
among males and 5'5 among females. In Tarn Taran tahsil
the percentageis 4'3 and in Ajnala 8°2, In both these tahsils
female literates are inconsiderable 1.1 per cent of their sex in
Tarn Taran and ‘3 in Ajusla. Among the major communities
the Hindus have a long lead and the Bikhs are slightly ahead
of the Muslims. The increase in the Christian community
from less than a thousand persons fifty years ago to nearly
seventeen thousand at the last census has becen accompanied
by a degeneration in literacy from 58.8 to 6.4 per cent, The
common scripts are Persian, Gurmukhi and English

2. Of the four colleges in the district three cater for men

Colagiite and one for women,

education.

3. The oldest institution is the Khalsa College which
Khalsa began asa middle schoolin 1393 and become a
Gollngs. high school three years leter. Intermediate

classes were started in the same yesr and degree classes (B.A.
only) in 1809, Other degree courses have since been added
and there are now M.A. classes in English and honours schools
in Chemistry and Botany. In 1430 a special department was
ereated to stimulate and organise research in Sikh history.
There are fortyeight professors and lecturers on the staff. The
management of the institution is in the hands of a committee
of twentysix sikhs who are responsible to a General Council
of 100 members representing the British districts and the Sikh
States. The college is maintsined on the interest of contribu-
tions from the Phulkian States, Kapurthala and Faridkot; an
endowment fund raised by public subseription; and an annual
grant from Government, Its objects are to impart to Sikh
youths an education that will tend to raise the status of the
Sikh doctrine, to maintain the Sikh religion, to promote
morality and gobriety of life, to develop active habits and
phyzical strength and to produce intelligent and useful citizens
and loyal subjects of the King-Buwperor, It 18 primarily
desigoed for the higher education of Sikhs bu} noa-Sikhs are
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freely enrolled. Of some eight hundred student in the college
at present pearly two hundred are non-Sikhs. The college
is fortunate in its situation on the Grand Trunk road about
two miles from Amritsar in country which is till fairly open,
The main building is a fine specimen of Indo-Saracenic art
well equipped with class rooms, laboratories, balls, and other
necessary accommodation. Its seven hostels accommodate
some five hundred sikh and twenty muslim students. In the
extensive grounds there are botanical gardens, agricultural
farm, model dairy and fruit nursery, as well as ample =pace
for games and athletics. A gymnpasium, & pavilion, a swimming
tank, common rooms, library and readipg room are other
amenities. Non-resident students have an institution called
the City Students’ Association instead of a common room.

4. The Hindu Sabha Hige School founded in 1808 was raised
Hinn Sebia L0 bhe standard of an Intermediate College in
Callege. 1924 and to degree status in 1936. 1t is managed
by a council elected by the Hindu Sabha which also gives it
financial support from its extensive properties in the Jubilee
Market. The municipal committee and certain mercantile
associations also give support and there is an annual income
exeeeding half a lakh of rupces {rom fees. No Government
grants are received. The college is situated near the city wall
of Amritsar inside the Lohgarh Gate but has purchased a site
outside the city for new buildings. There 1s a stall of twenty-
one professors and lecturers with a physical director and a
medical officer. Teaching up to B.A. and F. Sc. is given 1o
the six hundred students on the rolls among whom all com-
munities are represented. A bostel in Civil Lines can accom=
modate twentyfive student.

5. The M.a O. High School established in 1855 was raised

: to the status of an Intermediate College in 1933
Muslim Anglo-
Orlental and to degree standard two years later, The
oso building is situated near the Hall Gate and the
old city ramparte, The management is in the hands of the
Anjumen-i-Islamia which also finances the college, No graut is
received from Government, There is a staff of fifteen includ-
ing the Principal, the usual professors and a director of
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physical training. Teaching ia given up to B.A. and F.Sc,
There are about four hundred students, There is hostel
accommodation for thirtyfour students,

6. ‘The ladies’ college is a Government institution located
in hired buildings in Civil Lines and is maintained
Skratford P
College for from provincial revenues, The college was
Lo founded in 1932 and was raised to degree
standard in 1933, There isa stall of twelve headed by the
Principal and ineluding a hostel superintendent. The number
of sindents is in the neighbourhood of one hundred and twenty
aud there is accommodation for fifty boarders in the hostel.
A general education designed to produce useful members of
society is the aim of the college.

7. The following statement shows the facilities provided
Sehools and  for the wvarious stages of education and the
L number of students taking advantage of these
facilities :

Boys’ Schoals | Girls’ Schools
Class ol school 3 E pam—
Number Number Number Nomber
of of of al
schaools pupils schools pupils
High 22 10,574 3 1,203
Middle e Bl 12,293 15 8,187
Primary and elementary A 263 25,291 108 8,720
Special ! 2 74
Adult schools 37 1054
Private unrecognised schools = 224 8,077 145 3,821
Total P 635 55,368 269 18,831

T'hest figures indicate an increase ol 33 boys’ schools and 210
girls' schools in Lhe last twenty-five years with 33,464 and
8,727 more pupils respectively. 69.4 per cent of tie boys of
school-age are on the rolls. Unrecoznised schools are not
discuesed in the paragraphs which follow,
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8. Twelve of the twentytwo high schools are in Amritear
Boys' High city, 3 in Amritsar tahsil, 4 in Tarn Taran tahsil
SRS and 3 in Ajnala tahsil. Government ma ntains
one at Amritsar (whose special features are commercial classes
and » manual training centre), and one at Ajnala which
produces good results despite inadequute accommodation; the
District Board one at Atari (which has recently moved into
new buildings advantageously sitnated) and ome at Lopoke
also adequately accommodated ; the maunicipality one at
Jandiala which despite a chequered history and cramped
quarters ia doing good work and makcs a specinl feature of
co-eperation from parents; while the other 17 are supported
by various communities, 12 with assistance from Government
and § without. The Sikhs ran seven schools, five of which are
in the raral area (at Sarhali, Kaiton, Tarn Taran, Baba Bakala
and Ramdas) and these Khalsa high schools are generally very
fina institutions, The Muslims have four sclools all in
Amritsar city, three of which (the M A.0,, the Muslim and
the Tslamia) are maragad and financed by the Ajaman-i-Islamie,
and the Chishtia High School by a registered Govern ng Council
of prominent local citizens including the founder. The five
Hindu school are all in Amritsar city., The Hindu Sabha
High Schools has already becn noticed. The others are the
Balmokand Khatri founded by L. Bansi Dhar Kapur, the
Sanatan Dharm, the D. A, V. which is affiliated to the coliege
of the same name in Lahore, aud the Pandit Baij Nath founded
by a gentleman of thes same name whose =on is the present
headmaster. The school at Majitha is manaced by the Church
Missionary Society. All thess institutions prepare students for
the matriculation examination of the Punjub University and
are under the direct supervision of the Tnspector of Schools,
Lahore Division

9. Becondary education i8 given in Upper Middle and
Boys' Secondary LﬂWEl‘ Pkliddlt Schﬂﬂh. Il‘l I'J-Dth the first four
Soheols classes are a primary course and only the later
years—two 1o Lower Middle and four in Upper Middle - include
secondary education, There are sixtysix Lower Middle schools
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and twentyfive Upper Middle schools. The latter can be sub-
divided into seven Anglo-Vernacular Middle =chools in which
English is a compulsory subjest from the fifth clas: onwards,
eight Vernacular Middle schools with optional English classes,
and ten Vernacular Middle schools in which English is not
taught at all, The Middle schools in which English is taught
feed the high schools while the others are institutions with a
rural bias, Students are prepared for the Vernacular Final
Examination, The district board maintains eighty=ix of the
ninetyone middle schools in the district, and the municipality
of Tarn Taran one. The other four are supported by private
bodies and two of these receive grants-in-aid from Government.
The distribution by tahsils is thirtyfour in Amritsar (including
a private school in the Amritsar municipal area), twentyseven
in Tarn Taran, and thirty in Ajnala tahsil,

10. Primary education is ordiuarily given in primary
Boys' Primary  SChools with a four years’ course in reading,
Education. writing, arithmetic and geography. In backward
areas there are aided institntions for the same purpose which
are cal'ed elementary schools. Their curriculum is much the
same. Local bodies are responsible for primary education and
of the 263 primary and elementary schools in the district 147
are maintained by the district board and 30 by municipalities.
79 of the 88 schools privately managed receive grants-in-aid
from local bodies—38 from the district board and 46 from
municipalities and small towns. Muslim bodies maintain 29
schools, Sikhs 28, Hindu 26, Christians 2 and Jains 1. 67 of
the primary schools are within Amritsar municipal limits, 80
in Amritsar tahsil, 79 in Tarn Taran tahsil and 37 in Ajnala
tahsil,

11, The & high schools for girls are all situated within

Girls' Schoots  A\mritsar municipal limits. The ‘oldest of these

is the Alexandra High School founded by the
Church Missionary Socicty in 1878 and taking its name with
royal sanction from Princess Alexandra later Queen Alexandra
who had visited the Punjab in 1875. It is situated cn an
extcnsive site in Civil Li.es with adequate accommodation,
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The average number of students is three hundred and there
is hostel accommodation for about 185 pupils. Each of the
hostels has an English warden. Special emphasis is laid on
character-training, and responsibility and leadership among the
elder girls are developed by giving them considerable powers of
discipline. There are communal rest:ictions for admission and
the high quality of the school is appreciated by all communities.
Both it and the Shrimrti Dayawanti Kanya Mahan Vidyallaya
receive grants- in-aid from Government, The latter was founded
in 1906 and has 350 students on the roll. There is no hostel
accommodation, The third school is a Government High
School which started in 1920 from the provincialisation of 4
municipal school. 1t is sitnated in Civil Lines and has over
six hundred students on the rolls. There is no hostel accommo-
dation and the echool buildings are inadequate and unsuitable.

Only 4 of the 15 middle schools are situsted outside
Amritsar town, (Goverament maintains a school at Jalalabad,
the District Board one at Kairon and the Sikh eommunity one
at Taran Taran (all three in the Tarn Taran tahsil), and the
manicipality one at Jandiala (in the Amritsar tahsil). The
Kairon school requires special mention as it isa remarkably
fine institution. It is housed in very good buildings which
include residential accommodation for pupils. The number of
students exceeds two hundred. The municipality maintains
- five of the schools at Amritsar and aids the other six which are
managed on a communal basis.

The majority of the 106 primary schools are maintained by
local bodies—49 (including 9 co-educational schools) by the
District Board and 2% by various municipalities and smal
towns. The 29 private iustitutions all receive grants-in-aid
‘from local bodies. 31 schools are located in the Amritsar
municipal area, 32 in Amritear tahsil, 25 in Tarn Taran tahsil
and 18 in Ajnala tahsil

12. The district led the way in & scheme of co-edueation
in primary schools stafled exclusively by women.
Four schools were opened in 1985 and there are
now 9, 3 in each tahsil, which have been included among girls’

Lo-education.
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schools in the foregoing statistics. 417 boys and 295 girls are
being taught in these schools. 1n addition io this there are
1,704 girls in boys’ schools and 525 boys in girls' scho ls.

18. The two special schools run by the Education Depart-

. ment and shown in the statement given earlier
Special and ] .
fSchachl in this section are a pest matriculation Com-
S mercial and Clerical Class attached ro  the
Gov. roment High schosl and a junior vernacular teachers’
Fiaining Class attached to the Khalsa Collegifite school. In
the former short-hand, type writing, book-keeping and other
commercial subjects are taught. In the latter pupil-teachers
are given n two years' conrce of training designed to qualify

them to teach in and take charge of primiry schools under
private management.

The Department of Industries has two institutions in
Amritear—a Central Weaving Institute and an Industrial
School. The former gives technical instruction in handloom
weaving and allied subjects, gives information about mechanical
improvements and appliances, undertakes experimential and
research work, and generally seeks to improve and strengthen
the textile industry of the province. There are three classes
of students, Class A aims at equipping students to be teachers
or organisers in the textile industry oc to start their own
business on modern lines. The course lasts two years and
ends with ar: examination on the result of which a diploma is
awarded, Class B has been established for the benefit of the
weavers’ community only and is really an artisans’ class in
which certificates are awarded for successfnl appearance in the
examination which concludes the ten months’ conrse. Class
18 8 kimkhab class for the benefit of silk weavers in artistic
designs. The eourse is of the same length as the artisans’ class
and certificates are awarded, The department’s other institu-
tiou is the lodnstrial School which recrnits matriculates of any
olass and anglo-vernacular middle-passed sons of hereditary
darzis for acourse of three years in Modern Tailoring and
Cutting for men. The school attempts to reach the standard
of work done in high eclass firms in Lahore.

Admissions are
limited to furt}'.
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The most notable private institution is the Blind Institute
which now occupies excellent buildings near the Fort. The
school receives a small grant-in-aid from the Department
of Industries on account of the fact that inmates are taught
craft occupations suitable for blind persons such as cane-work,
basketry and musio,

14. ‘The reduction of illiteracy among adults is now an
important feature of educational activities and
there are 31 adult schools 1n the distiict with
1,054 pupils. 10 of these sre maintained by the District Beard
god 27 are unaided. There are in addition 1,438 adults under
instruction at other centres in the districk. O this total of
2,492, 1425 have received literasy certificates. A District
Literacy League has been started under the presidenichip of the
Deputy Commissioner.

Adult Schoals

15. The Funjab Primary Education Actof 1819 has been
spplied to 156 rural arcas for which the district
Compulsa. board is responsible, one urbau area in the juris-
diction of Amritsar municipal committee and one
urbau area in Jandiala municipal limuts. OUwing to paucity of
funds to deal with so many compuleory aress and the complica.
ted procedure yolved in prosecution ol delinquents the penal
provisions of the Act have not been effecuively enfojced. A
fresh start has been made in selected rural aud urban areas,
Sixteen rural areas where panchayats as well as schools exist
have been chosen lor strict enforcewent of compulsion through
the agency of tne paucuayats, iu uhese areas the percentage
of admission to the total number of boys ol school-age is 70 per
cent compared with o6 per cent over the whole 156 compulsory
areas. [ he nuulcipal comunittee of Amritsar has also decided
to enforce the Act in two out of 13 divisions of the city.

16, Ins ruction is not now confined to cramuning children’s
Liberal heads with learming, Hobbies with a usefy|
Education. bias—photograghy; book-binding, Basket-making,

soap-msaking are encouraged, Gardening and farming aie a
regnlar part of the secondary course. Singing and instrumental
masic are encouraged. Physical welfare claims special attention
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and men with good academic qualifications are appointed as
As:istant Distriot fospectors for Physical Training. Refresher
courses are given to teachers who are responsible for Physical
training in rural schools. The tendeney has been to abandon
set drill and gymnastics for interesting games which give
recreation and exercise to all students. Regular medical
inspection of pupils is coming inte favour,

Useful activities are not neglected. Junjor Red Cross
Societics exist in 202 schools with a membership of 12,065.
Scouting has made great progress and is a valuable iustrument
of social cervice. There are 58 troops with 1,540 scouts and 21
packs with 384 cubs. Among the girls the sister movement is
aleo making its way and there are twelve companies with 289
guides and fourteen flocke with 303 bluebirds of which 58 guides
and 103 bluebirds are in rural schools, There are 46 Guiders.
86 rural middle schools have village libraries; 49 schools have
thrift societies with a membership of 779; sixteen schools have
co-operative societies with 2,086 members; and thirteen have
Penny Banks with 948 members.

17. The district is part of the charge of the Lahoro
Divisional Inspector of Schools who has 1wo
deputy inspectors to help him. 1In the district
itself there 18 & District Inspector of Schoola with five
Assistant Dist.ict Inspectors of Schools and one Assistant
District{. Inspector of Schools for Physical Training, Most
of the supervision and inspection of Vernacular schools
is entrusted to the district stal but a few schools Are
done by the Inspeotor who is also res=ponsible for the high
sohools. Girls’ schools are in the charge of the Inspectress of
Schools, Lahore Circle, who supervises high and middle inetitu-
tions; while the inspection of primary schools is the responsi
bility of the District Inspectress.

18, Pxpenditure on education in 1938-30 amounteq {0
Expeaditaro on 8. 14,81,083/- which is more than ten times the
Education amount spent twentylive years ago. Of this
sum Government found Kea. 5,11,618/-, the District Board
Rs, 90,961/- and muuicipal funds Rs. 222,769/- Rs. 2,1),075/-
from Amritear, Rs, 6,446/~ from Jandiaia, Rs, 5,081/~ from

Inspactorats,
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Tarn Taran Rs, 660/- from Majitha, Rs. 509/- from Ramdas
and Rs. 48/- from Sultanwind); Rs. 3,48,090/- came from fees
and Rs, 3,07,625/- from other gources such as endownments,
donations and private bounty.

19. The number of presses at work varies from year to
Presses and year but is at present in the neighbourhood of
pubitation. seventyfive. The oldest of these is the Municipal
Press which started in 18¥5. Other piominent presscs which
are over thirty years old are the Secnatan Dharm, the Rafiqg-i-
Am, the Wazir-i-Hind and the Akhtar-i-Hind press, The most
important of the newer establishments are the Aftab Barqi,
the Arya, the Nazeer, the Panjabi, and the Sanai Birg;
press,

There are about a hundred newspapers and periodicals in
existence. lhe oldest is the Khalsa Samachar which started
in 1899 and others which have been establisbed over twenty
years are the Ahl-i-Hadis, the Ahl-i-Sunnat-wal-Jammat, the
Al-Mualij, the Nirguuniara, the Sapatan Dha am Parcharak
and the Satsang. Of the newer papers the most prominent are
the Knalsa-te-Kbalsa Advocate (Gurmukhi weekly), Khalsa
Sewak (Gurmukhi daily), Preet Lari (Urdu and Gurmukhbi
monthly), Punjab (Gurmukhi weekly), Punjabi Punch (Gurmukhi
weekly), Qaumi Daler (Urdu weekly) and Radiant Health
(English monthly). Amritsar also supports a faitly strong
“gutter’’ press which lives on blackmail,

SECTION J—MEepicaL

1. Considerable progress has been made in the last twenty-
tive years and 1t will be convenient to record the
present state of affairs under Medicine, Specal
lastitutions, Public Health and Medical Education, The State
still plays the primary role in the provisicn of _mediual BErvices
in which it is assisted by local bodies, private benevolence

Introductory
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(nsually directed to specific objects or forms of disease and
confined to provision = of buildings with endowment for
maintenance), the recent developement of rural dispensaries
subsidised on a co-operative basis by Government and the
people, and a number of private practitioners.

fhe chief State medical officer 18 the Civil Surgeon,

gencrally a senior officer of the Indian Medical

Serviee, The principal institution is the Queen
Victoria Jub/lee Hospital commonly known as the Civil
Hospital, facing the Rim Bagh and quite close to the city,
The original Civil Hospital was established in 1849 but was
found to be too small as the city grew, and the foundation stone
of the now building on the old police parade ground was laid in
1891 by Lady Lyvall. 1t was opened in 1903 buat has sin.e been
much enlarged aud is now capable of accommodating three
hundred patients, In the ‘‘eye scasons'’the number frequently
reaches five hundred in-paticats a day. ‘T'he ho:pital’s connec-
tion with the Medical School makes 1t a modern institution
with all the labest equipment and departments required for the
teaching ol students. ‘the Medical Superintendent is assisted
by & senior stafl drawn from the lecturers ut the Medical School
who ate specialists in their departments; a junior medical staff
of twelve doctors; a nursing staff of twenty two nurses headed
by a matron; and general establishment exceeding a hundred.
| he eye department is one of the largest and best known in the
Punjab and the ho.pital has a considerable reputation for
general surgery also. More than six thousand operations
are performed annually. There are three outpatients’ dispen-
saries mainiained by the municipality in Amritsar city where
an enormous amount of work is done. There is a civil hospital
at Ajnala which treats an average of !80 outpatients daily and
does over twelve hundred operations a year. At Tarn laran
there is 8 municipal hospital which does even more work but

it is housed in a very dilapidated building and it is hoped to
provincialise it in time,

Medicine.

In the rarel area there are seven civil dispensaries maine
tained by the District Board at Fatehabad, Chabhal, Sarhali
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and Atari (in the Tarn Taran tahsil), Majitha ana Mehta (in the
Amritsar tahsil), and Ramdas (in the Ajoala taheil). Together
they handle over a thousand outpatients daily and Chabhal
dres as many operations as Ajnala civil hospital, There are
alen twelve rural dispensaries, mannged by the District Board
at the expense of Government at Jalalabad, Mianwind and Kasel
(in the Tarn Taran tahsil) . Janian, Chawinda Devi, Tarsiks,
Baba Bakala and Butala (in the Amritsar tahsil), and Lopoke,
Vachhoa, Pajasansi and Jasraur (in the Ajnala tahsil) To-
wether thev treat about fifteen hundred ont-pa'ients daily.
The dispensaries at Knsel and Rajamnsi have been greatly
developed by the medical officcr: incharge of them and consti-
tute what may be called cottage hospitals. Rajasansi does
ahout two thousand operations a vear and Kasel half that
number.

(lood work among women i3 being done by missiun
hospitals. St. Catherine’s in Amritsar city which is staffed
by well-qualified and extremely efficient doctors and nurses is
very popular; and in the rural area Lhe hospitals at Tarn Taran,
Jandiala and Asrapur are outstanding, ' Statistical information
about them will be found in s«ction C of chapter 1. The
Amritsar municipal committee also meintains a female hospital,
at present situated in very old buildings but about to be
replaced by the Princess of Wales Zenana Hospital,

3. The project for the latter institution has suffered many
Spedial vicissitudes since its conception in 1908, After
Institutions.  the foundation stone was laid by Lady Chelmsford
in 1917 it languished until a burst of activity which began in
1833 led to construction. The hospital is expected to open iy
1940. It is situated inside the city in a fine modirn buildmg.
It will start with thirtyfour beds. lv is intended that this
hospital should deal with all female cazes other than maternity,

The latter come to the Lady Emerson Seth Chatar Bhu
Maternity Home opened in 1837, The cost of this project was
met by a donation of a lakh of rupees from the sons of the
late Chatar Bhuj a distinguished lawyer of Amrcitsar. It is
situated on a valuable piece of nazul land in Civil Lines ;#ivuu

-
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free by Government and is8 maraged under the control of the
provineial branch of the Indian Red Cross Society by a loeal
committes of which the Deputy Commissioner is chairman,

The latest provision for specialised treatment is the R.B.L.
(Anjjar Mal Kesradevi Ssnatorium for tuberculosis built by an
original donation of sixty thousand rupees from Rai Bahadur
L. Gujjar Mal who has increased it to a lakh of rupees. 'T'his
institution is a link in the chain of investigation eclassification
and treatment of tnberculosis. Investigation and classification
are carried on at a clinic in the city for which a new building
is about to be constructed at the experse of Rai Bahadur
Lala Labh Chand and his brothers. Health Visitors for house-
to-house investigation are based on this clinic through which
eases requiring furtler treatment are passed to the sanatorium.
The more serious cases requiring active treatment go to the
("ivil Hospital before being sent to the sanatorinm.

A much older institution of a rather different nature is
the Leper Asylom, now called the Leper Home, situated about
a mile west of Tarn Taran, a town which has always been the
resort of lepers who flock to it in large numbers from all parts
of the country. The water of the tank attached to the Sikh
temple (gurdwara) is popularly believed to be beneficial to
lepers bathing in it and drinking it. The orginal asylum was
built and opened in 1858 by Mr. Cooper, Deputy Commissioner.
It consisted of double rows of huts, Luilt in lines of 35 each,
to accommodate nearly 200 inmates, For its more effective
management and closer supeivision the institution was made
over by Government in 1903 to the Rev. E. Guilford, C.M 8,
acting on behalf of the Mission to Lepers in the East, (The
sphere of the Mission has since been enlarged and itis now
The Mi-sion to Lepsra’. It had been in charge of an Assistant
Surgeon under the control of the Civil SBurgeon Amritsar, the
‘tev. E. Guilford acting as honorary superintendent, On
taking over charge he demolished the old kachs huts and
erected an entirely new masonry building with well-lighted
and veatilated rooms, surrounding a large square well-wooded
and with several flower gardens to brighten the general aspecy
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of the place. A medical officer trained at the school of Tro-
pieal Diseases specially for the treatment of leprosy, under
Dr. Muir and other necessary staff, is in charge of the institu-
tion which is annually inspected by a visiting committee
consisting of the Civil Surgeon Amritsar (Chairman), Honorary
Superintendent of the Leper Home (Secretary), a representative
of the Deputy Commissior er Amritsar, the District Medical
Officer of Health, and two non-official members, The chief
work of the committee is to look into the common weal of the
inmates and present its report to the Secretary of the British
Empire Leprosy Relief Association, Punjab Branch. The Home
is maintained from provincial funds with a per caput grant
which is at present atthe rate of Rs. 6/2/- for adults and
Rs. 3/1/- for children under twelve years of age. This is to
cover expenses for food, clothes, medicines, dressings, establish-
ment and repairs of the building. ‘I'he maximum number for
which the maintenance grant can be claimed is 220 adults and
80 children. In additi:n to this a special graut for 70 patients,
at the rate of Rs, 2 10/- per head per month, has been made by
the Government for special treatment of leprosy by means of
hydnocarpus oil with creosote. '

A separate home for the untainted children of the lepers
was started in 188/, but the building for them having become
inadequate the successorsof the late Canon E. Guilford were
able in 1926 and 1932 to construct palatial buildings for boys
and girls respectively, There are at present 85 children in
these homn=s, ani over 200 have gone out and are living as
healthy and useful citizens in different spheres. Some of the
boys were decorated for service during the war of 1914.18
Isolation from parents has proved most effective in this insti-
tution in saving the offspring of lepers from the dreadful
direase. The Mission to Lepers lays great stress on it, and the
work of rescue could not be carried on successfully without
their generous help.

The provincial jail for lepers, which was once s'tuated
near the Asylum, has been removed and provision has been
made for criminals afl cted with leprosy in onc of the jails of
the province.



2686
AMRITSAR DIsTRICT) [SecTioN |

4, Preventive medicine is not now confused with the
treatment of disease but is under the separate
control of the provincial Department of Public
Health which maintains a District Medical Officer of Health in
the district. He is an officer of the provincial service and an
ex officio member of the District Board which provides most of
the funds for his office, field staff, and activities. Central
control is exercised by the Director of Public Health Punjab
through the Assistant Director of Public Health, Central Range,
who has his headquarters at Lahore. The local stafl consists of
sub-assistant health officers, lady health visitors, sanitary inspee-
tors and gangs, and vaccinators, The small urban areas which
have their own arrangements are under the supervision of the
District Medical Officer of Health., Amritsar town has its own
municipal medical officer of health, While direction comes
from provincial sources the views of the people expressed
through their representatives on the Distriot Board are respect-
ed as far as possible. To provide bases for the increasing
scope of preventive work a scheme for the gradual transfer of
rural dispensaries from the control of the Civil Surgeon to that
of the health department is under way.

The principal branches of work are vaccination, sanitation,
maternity and child welfare, control of epidemics, supervision
of fairs and propaganda. Each police station area has a
vaccinator who is responsible for the primary vaccinations
(which are compulsory) in his area. The cost of this branch of
work to the District Board is about twelve thousand rupees a
year. Sanitation is now a co-operative matter for which Govern-
ment and District Board find funds where the people themselves
are willing to make a contribution in money or labour. The
District Board spends about two thousand rupees a year on
sanitary works, For maternity and child welfare work the
board maintains & health centre in each tahsil at an annual cost
of some Rs. 8,000/-. Control of epidemics includes not only
outbreaks of cholera and plague but also prevention of malaria.
Expenditure naturally varies a great deal but ordinarily the

board provides Rs. 10,000/- a year. The department also attends
to public health at local fairs,

Public Health
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5. The Medical School was separated from the King
Medical Educa-  Bdward Medical College, Lahore and removed to
e { Amritsar in 1920. [t occupies an excellent site
in epacious grounds on the Majitha road in Civil Lines. ‘lhe
annual expenditure is in the neighbovrhood of Rs. 1,43,000/- of
which about Rs. 84,000/- are met by grants from Government
and the balance from fees and other income. The school awards
the diplomas of ..M. (Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery)
and Ophthalmology, and Dispensers’ and Dressers’ certificates:
The course has recently been extended to five years and
facilities for clinical work are increasing,

The Principal is a senior officer of th: Indian Medical
Service who is assisted by a vice-principal selected from the
Provincial Civil Medical Service and lecturers in Medicine,
Mental Diseases, Forensic Medicine, Ophthalmology, Midwifery,
Surgery, Clinical Sargery, Pathology, Hygiene, Physiology,
Materia Medica, Anatomy, Practical Pharmacy, Physics and
Chemistry, Biology and English. There are seventeen demons-
trators as well.

Medical education appears to have become increasingly
popular particularly among women and the number of students
is mow well over five hundred of whom about & hundred are
women. Forty per cent of admissions are reserved for muslims,
twenty per cent for sikhs and forty per cent for other communpi-
ties. The increase in female students has led to special
arranzements being made for their comfort such as reserving
front benches for them at lectures, giving them special attention
in clinical work and providing s separate rest-room for them.
They also have their own hostel under the supervision of
European lady who lives on the premises. It is housed in a
hired building near the school. The men’s hostel is in the
sohool grounds and its two blocks accommodate 320 students
who have a reading room and separate kitchens in each. The
physical health of the students receives considerable attention
and cricket, tennis, badminton and volley-ball are regularly
played. The school dramatic club is a flourishing institution
which gives at least one public performance annually.
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