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ISRAEL AND HER NEIGHBOURS
A Short Historical Geography

The author writes in non-technical language about
the amazing finds that have been made in recent years,
such as the burial chambers in Jericho which date
back 4000 years, and miraculously reveal a picture of
the social life of the people before the coming
the Hebrews; the potsherds from a fortress in
J , hills which date from the time of the
Jeremiah, and are inscribed in ink with the
Nebuchadnezzar's invasion of the Kingdom
They add a new chapter to the Bible story.

He describes the catacombs in the hills of
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DEAD SEA SCHOLL

Fragment of Dead Sea Scroll recoversd in po47 by Bedu
shepherds. The roll containsg Hebrew Pralms not jrj(‘Ttil‘Iﬂ] in the
Bible and dating from the secomd century n.o. (See Ch, X 1]
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FOREWORD

PALESTINE today is a geographical, and not a political,
unit. Politically the country, which we knew as i
under British Mandatory Government from 1920 to 1948, has
been divided into two States: the Republic of Israel and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Yet we still use the pame
in comman parlance to describe the country of the Bible. And
1 have frequently referred to the Land of srael as Palestine,
1t is the most historical region of the world; and its present is
as full of incident and development as its past. Nowhere in
the world are more remarkable changes and experiments
taking place. I have been concerned to relate the land of the

3ible and the history of the Children of Israel in antiquity.
to the land and history of Israel and the Arabs m our own
day: to set the rebirth of the nation in its historical environ-
ment.

The book has nothing to do with the present unhappy
tical relations of Israel to her Arab neighbours. Its p
to give the historical and geographical background of
States, After an introductary chapter about the geﬁphy the
first part of the book briefly surveys the history of the country
and of the two peoples who today share it. The second part
contains sketches of the historical geography of towns, areas
and regions of Palestine. 1 have described different sections
of the land in relation to their history, from personal kmow-
_ledge and from the records of the archasologists, showing the

‘development of civilization. " Y

“Bitter constraint’” has prevented me during the last
fifteen years from visiting the country across the Jordan, and
even the beloved old city of Jerusalem. I cannot then describe
the recent development of that region and that town from my
own observation. I realize, too, that several statements in
. the book, which was written in 1053, already need amendment.
-'-.SEmu:hhappensmchymrinthe present, and so much is
‘discovered each year of the past, of Israel.

1T






TABLE OF EVENTS AND DATES
IN THE HISTORY OF PALESTINE

Approx.
B.C.

80006000 First agricaltural civilization of Cave-dwellers.  —

4000 First city of Jericho.

2500 Semnitic invasion of the Amorites.

1800 Canaanite settlement in Palestine.

700 The Patriarch Abraham comes to Palestine,

1500-1300 Egyptian invasions and occupation of Palestine

and Syria.

1450 Israel's exodus from Egypt.

1400 Joshua and the Children of Israel conguer

Palestine.

1400-1t00 Philistine invasions of Palestine coast.

TO00 David captures Jerusalem from the Jebusites.
030 King Solomon builds the Temple of Jerusalem.
a3o Division of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah.
880 Building of Samaria by King Omri.

727-609 Hezekiah, King of Judah.

722 Assyrians capture Samaria; captivity of Israel.

507 Babylonians sack Jerusalem; captivity of Judah.

538 King Cyrus of Persia authorizes Jewish restora-
tion to Judea.

s1h The Jews rebuild Temple of Jerusalem.

330 Alexander the Great conquers the Persian Ermpire,

and Palestine comes under Greek rule.
180-100 Wars of the Maccabees against the Seleucid
Empire. Judea becomes sovereign State.
6o The Romans invade 'Palestine and establish
province of Syria. e
40—4 Herod of Idumea is King of Judea.
30-20  Herod builds Third Temple of Jerusalem.
4 Judea becomes Roman province.
13



Approx.
6b to 70

fiigee e 'a-"g

1187
1260

1500
1581
1797-1798
1811

1832

TABLE OF EVENTS AND DATES.

Wars of the Jews against the Romans. Temple

destroyed by Titus.

Roman Empire adopts Christianity as ﬂhte
religion.

Palestine passes to the Eastern (Byzantine) part

of the Roman Empire.

%m of Mohamed from Mecca to Medina;

ing of the Moslem'era,

Battle of the Yarmuk. Palestine conquered by the

Arabhs.
The Arabs conquer Egypt.

Omayad Caliphs rule Arab Empire from

Damascus.
The Seljuk Turks conquer Syria and Palestine.

Peter the Hermit calls on the Christian Princes to

recover the Holy Land.

The Crusaders capture Jerusalem and establish
Latin Kingdom.

Saladin recaptures Jerusalem for the Moslems.

Mongol invasion of Palestine.
Crusaders expelled from Palestine.

Jews expelled from Spain; many take refuge in

Palestine.
Ottoman Turks conquer the Arab Empire.

Queen Elizabeth grants Charter to the Levant

Company.

Napoleon BannpmmmvadesEgyptamiPaIm‘m.': o

Mohammed Ali, Turkish Viceroy in

recovers the Holy Cities of Arabia for 5

Ottoman Sultan. aa

r

Mohammed Ali captures Acre and nccu;nﬁ *

Palestine and Syria.
British Consulate established in Jerusalem.

memmdwmmmm1
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. 1854-1856
1860

1864
1866

1870

‘18801883

.I e
44
1015-1916

1917

1620
1gex
1925
1935'1939

TABLE OF EVENTS AND DATES 15

Crimean War between England and France against
Russia.

French expedition to the Lebanon to help the
Christian Maronites against the Druzes. '

Palestine Exploration Fund founded.

Syrian Protestant College established by Americans.
in Beirut {Syria). '

]Ewﬁ]_zlﬁa agricultural school established outside

First Jewish agricultural ‘colonies’ planted in
Palestine.

Theodore Herzl publishes The Jews' Stafe.

First Zionist Congress held in Basle.

Tmlffy allied with Germany in the First World
War.

Turks attempt to invade the Suez Canal in:n:
Palestine.

British negotiations with Sherif Hussein about
Arab independence.

Arab revolt in the Desert against the Turks,

British Army captures Gaza, Jaffa, Jerusalem
and Southern Palestine,

PBritish Government issues Declaration about
Jewish National Home in Palestine. .
British Armies occupy the rest of Palestine and

all Syria.
The Mandate for Palestine allotted to Great
Britain; Sir Herbert Samuel appointed H.igh

Cummmnner
The Emir Abdullah of Arabia occupies the
on the east side of Jordan (Trans-J i
Recognized as ruler by British Government,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem opened by Eord
Balfour.
Arab revolt in Palestine against the British
Administration.
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1945

1946
1947

1949

TABLE OF EVENTS AND DATES

Royal Commission recommends Partition of
Palestine into Jewish and Arab States.  —

British Government, after Conference in London |
with Jewish and Arab representatives, issue
statement of policy about Palestine.

British Forces occupy Syria.
League of Arab States constituted at Alexandria.

British Government appoint Angle-American
Commission toreport on the Palestine problems. .

Emir Abdullah proclaimed King of Tmns-jnrdm

British Government a I}:plmﬁ to the United Nations
for advice about Palestine Mandate.

General Assembly adopts resolution for Partition
of Palestine into Jewish and Arab States.
January-May: Arabs and Jews engage m Ewil

War
British Mandate ends May 14th.

Jews proclaim creation of State of Israel. An!&
armies invade Israel territory,

First cease-fire in June; sécond cease-fire, n.ﬁcr.
ten days of resumed hostilities, in July.

Armistice agreements between Israel and Egypt
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

Tsrael elects Constituent Assembly (Knessat).
Israel admitted to United Nations.
Death of Dr. Weizmann; first President of Ismd.
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Macalister, R. A. S.

Parkes, James .

~ Hyamson, A. .
Antomius, George
ﬁhm, Israel .
Smhur H.‘-'i.l'l'jl'
Gtmdt. Hels::-n
Perowne, Stewart

Smith, Sir George Adam- .

Albright, Professor W. F, .

A FEW BOOKS ON PALESTINE

Historical Geography of the Haly
Land. "

Jerusalems.

A History of Civilization 8
Palestine.

A Hislory of Palestine.

The Archacology of Palestine.
Palestine, Past and Present,
The Arab Awakening.

The Arabs.

Jewish Life in Modern Tsmes.
Israel, The Making of a Siale,
The River fordan.

The One Remains (1054)-






CHAFTER 1

The Geography of Palestine

" PA.LESTIH'E is the Land of the Bible, though in the Bible
it is not called that, but the Land of Israel or Canaan,
Tts modern name comes from a Latin form meaning the
" Counntry of the Philistines, of whom we read in the Bible. The
Philistines were an invading Ecaplc who sailed over the sea
from the west, probably from Crete, about a century after the
" exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt, i.e. about 1300
" mc. They fought for several centuries with the Children of
* Jsrael, who entered from the Desert on the east. They occupied
_ ithe southern part of the coastal plain, and for a time also the |
" northem part, while Israel dwelt in the highlands. They werethe
" dominant power for only 200 years. The little country on the -
‘shores of the Eastern Mediterranean and on the edge of the
 Syrian Desert has been a meeting-place of East and West
i its lang history of five thousand years. It is one of
. the cradles of civilization which began in these eastern lands
. And its caves, excavated in our time, have revealed skeletons
‘and habitations of primitive man, which date back one hun=
dred thousand years. =
1. It is said that God made geography but once, and He:
Be2y Palestine in the centre of the earth. Maps of the Middle
. among them a monkish map in Hereford Cathedral,
regularly show it at the centre; and a spot in the Church of the
=% Sepulchre in Jerusalem is still marked as the traditional
" eentral point of the world. Palestine has been a high or
link between three Continents—Asia, Africa and Europe. Itis
' a fertile strip of cultivable land between the Desert of Sinai o
"' the borders of Egypt on the west and the Desert of Syria on the
_ edst, and it separates the valley of the Nile and the valley of
. the Tigris and Euphrates.
" We all know the map of Palestine because, though it isa
* finy country, it has a full page in the school atlas. Its shapeis
. an oblang, bounded on the west by a gently curved line the

2 . Mediterranean coast, with a break where the promontory of N
" ‘Mount Carmel juts out to the sea; and bounded on the east
Tl h}'mn’bm‘ary strdight line drawn along the Syrian Desert.-
o -.."‘.‘ L Ig . ; .
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20 ISRAEL AND WER NEIGHBOURS

‘Unthumihmmmnfthehhm mated
ammMjmaﬁmpmku&m:Hm
south the Wilderness of Sinai stretches between two Seas,
_ﬁ'nm the Mediterranean coast on the west to the Gulf of Akaba; o
@ narrow inlet of the Red Sea, on the east. o
‘Israel is a part of the country which we knew, till a few g
" years ago, as Palestine. It is, too, a part, but nntnwiythe
" whale, of the Bible Land of Israel. It is a very small el
*the least of lands’, about 8000 square miles, less than ::
grea of Wales. You may drive from end to end easily in one © 8
‘day. The Palestine which was under Mandatory British rulé
for thirty years, from 1918 to 1048, was divided into two '--
. e administrations by the line of the River Jordan ant’l
the Dead Sea. The country to the west of that Iine was dmtﬂ Jﬁ
governed by the British. It was the territory in which the Jews
~were building their National Home, thovgh the majorit ug JP
the population throughout was Arab, The country to the

J.

was known as Trans-Jordan—that is, across the "_rL'
was ruled by an Arab prince, or Emir, was an en ljr.ﬁnb-.a
“fand, and was administered indirectly by the British. S

Today the territory of Ismel does not include even th‘-.{';z
“whole of Palestine west of the River Jordan, For in the centre

“of Western Palestine a quadrilateral segment is of the
Arab State which is now called the Hashemite Kingdom of =
Jordan, This chunk, which gives the territory of Israel a
narrow waist, covers the southern section of the Jordan ?ﬂ ]\-,
nearly all Samaria and a large part of Judea of the Bible times; 0%
including the ancient cities of Jerusalem, Jericho, Bethlehem }

“and Hebron. Its inhabitants were, and are, Arabs!

~ Small as it is, Paicsuneaﬁcrsammarknh!eﬂmtyﬂ‘ 'S

landscapes, soils and climates. It is a country of mountainand
ﬁ desert and pleasant valleys, lakes and seaboard, barren W{t‘
desolate to the last degree of desolation, and m&h‘aﬂ
of fruitful soil. It ‘distils extremes’, Two mi:rum:am
Lwith each other, descend the hof Pa.l:stmefrm

- Lebanon, on either side of the Jordan Valley. The mngamﬂ?h"_
the west forms the Hills of Galilee and the plateans of ! .
and Judea. The range on the east side of Jordan, which is the " 4
higher, forms the mountains of Gilead, Moab and l;*%’
Betwesn the ranges is the deep cleft of the Jordan Valley,
Bead Sea and, bayond it, the mdwﬂi‘:mﬁr-buimn‘:"é..‘}‘*
the Araba (i.e. the Plain) that runs to the Gulf qu]ml:ﬂ.. f?ﬁ‘u?v

‘-‘

"lr‘ 1--.."5‘

L =1 -|‘
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i THE GEOGRAPHY OF PALESTINE 2r-
part of the world’s great rift, the result of earthquake and
_woleanic convulsion, which continues, through Nubia (South-
" of Ezypt) and Kenya, to the heart of Africa. In Palestine it
reaches to the lowest depth of the world’s surface, 1400 feet
below sea-level. Perhaps it is this extraordinary nature wiiich
gives the atmosphere the peculiar quality to contract distance.
and shrink history. And it gives, too, a magical, mystic
quality to the landscape. -
- Most of the southern half of the territory of Israel, the
.~ Negev, is today desert, uncultivated and seemingly unculfi-
wable, stony brown plain, broken by wild ravines. But the
northern part of this plain is being reclaimed for agricultural
and industrial settlements by Jewish enterprise and science,
Contour farming is practised so as to conserve soil and water;
irrigation pipe-lines bring water from wells on the coast, and
_bmpﬂ}jtﬂﬁ of canals to conduct the water from the Upper
J are awaiting execution. In 1952, nearly a quarfer
" million acres of the Negev were cultivated by dry farming, and
yielded mare than half Israel's cereal crops. THR
Palestine is divided into four principal zones by the twa
mountain ranges. On the west is a fertile coastal plain by the
" Mediterranean Sea, 150 miles long, from the Ladder of Tyre
" in the north to the frontier of Egypt at Gaza in the sonth.
. Sands from the Nile mouth have invaded part of the plain and*
created dunes that are now being reclaimed. Then a mountain
which in the north is called Galilee, and in the céntre
. Judea, is a criss-cross of hills and valleys. Some of the hills are
“terraced and fertile: others are eroded and bare. To the east
these mountains fall precipitately to the valley of the Jordan,
‘the Dead Sea, and 1ts continuation in a wilderness, n%llg
" 100 miles long and mostly below sea-level, down to the
" of Akaba. Finally, on the eastern side of the Jordan Valley, &
~ high mountainous plateau and steppe stretch away to the
MTL and stuuypuldnsert of Sy { i ja
- he most ous part o estine is coastal plan
- Itincludes thED two big towns of Tel-Aviv and Haifa, andph;h.‘l..}-
"a-dozen smaller towns. Nearly two-thirds of the population of
" Israel live in this zone. Jerusalem, the third big town, 15 not
~on the coast, but rises on the mountain platean of Judes,
2500 feet above the sea. Jerusalem is today divided between
‘the Jewish State and the Arab State. The Old City, surrounded
by walls of the Middle Ages, and containing the Holy Places of



mthehﬂh.[tumnnaﬂedmththﬂ st
wasstamly fought for in &Wm* of It:dupem‘lml
Ly thnmmdnns intensively settled by agricultural gre
g Jews who keep watch and ward on the border. -
n the coastal plain by Haifa a central valley m
]urcian gorge, dividing the mountain platean of Gall
m the mountain plateau of Samaria and Judea. It is k
the Valley of Jezreelor, in its Greek form, Esdraelon. I.
Jotted with ]Ewlshagnmltmisetﬂ.emmtsami ntens
-.. Om the north it is bounded by Mount Tabor,
nbol of beauty in the Bible. On the south rises the hill
do, whmhnpearsmtheﬂouknfkﬂuhhm 3
mageddon d&sﬁumfiubclhemttofthn&nnlbmh
Day of Judgmmt
population of Israel in 1053 was between I.&K‘i
1,700,000, Nearly 1,500,000 were Jews, and abouot 180
Arabs, The greater part of the mnﬁhpopu}.n.tmhvﬂ

tmlms ‘anf.i nf_thr: Arab

of the Judean plil.tﬁm and the Old m.y?
| Amab population was about 500,000,
across Jordan there was another half million.
The most remarkable natural feature of Palestine is
s of the River Jordan and the Dead Sea. Most of
an Valley lies hundreds of feet below sea-level, and
itself, for a large part of its course, ﬂnmmndup
Hehrewnmnemmnsthe])mnﬂer and that is ap
fver, which starts in four streams! under Mount He
3000 feet above the sea, falls in cascades within a §
s to the Lake of Huleh, which is only a few hundred f&
r sea-level, Tmun]mﬁuﬂ:wmh:tdrﬁgah,
a or Lake of Galilee, 600 feet below that
has a Hebrew name, Kinneret,
y ml.“&f“maﬁ‘““ a
the lal dlsmnd-smmegmﬂuﬂﬂf,bf'
' indﬁgzngmwm,mther?uom.m- g




| river is 200 miles. e
S ' The surface of the Dead Sea, that uncanmy, mnﬁnaihm i
' once part of a waterway joining the Red Sea and the Medi= .

) terranean, is 1400 feet below sea-level, and the depth.of the
| water at its deepest is another 1400 feet. The Dead Sea is
* forty miles long and ten miles broad, about the same sizé @S =
| the Lake of Geneva. It is bordered on the west and the east
_r  bare mountains, and no living thing is in its waters. s
EF name is ‘Sea of Salt’, and its waters, full of mineralssis
" in solution, have a bitter taste and are oily to the touch. Itis,
* paradoxically, an inexhaustible reservoir of potash, bromidess

| magnesium and the like, which are turned into life-gi _'_" N
. substances. The “Witches’ Brew’ is produced by extraordinary
. evaporation through the sun shining on the low, co g«
| space. It is estimated that 6} million tons of water flow daily

_ into the Sea from the Jordan, and are evaporated. VIR

- In Bible days Palestine was well-wooded in the Shazem =
~ plain, and in Galilee there were thick forests. Even a few .
"\ centuries ago the Forest of Arsuf, the remnant of the Sharon
_ forest, hid a great army. The constant invasions of the countey
" over two thousand years, and the neglect of centuries, denuded
"~ the land of trees. The mountains of Judea and Samaria, @ =

. which the remains of cak forests can still be traced, became
" Bare. Only in Galilee, particularly on the slopes of Momnt® =
& that rises 4000 feet, did part of the forest survive, -
" During the period of British rule, however, and stillmoreduring =
1 the y of the State of Israel, afforestation of the hill-sidest =,
~ito soil erosion has been steadily proceeding. Each year. =
jons of trees, eucalyptus, wattles, carobs and pines, aré =
- i The hill country is reclaimed to cultivation. Newe
. yillages of Jewish immigrants, which are springing up om all,
ll rum”e marked by their woodland, and serried lines of trees
*_ are planted along the new highways. The wild flowers of

ine are famous. After the winter rains hill and plain are’

e A &

a8
T4 1%

-

ey

. carpeted with anemones and cyclamen, lupins and
i

"

* hollyhocks (originally holy-hocks) and the ‘lilies of the L
" which surpass Solomon in all his glory. N

i_!iq‘_‘__'memstal plain is the most fertile, as well as the most

e part of the land. Its width varies from a few miles,

_ between the mountain of Carmel and the sea, to thirty it
. the south. Orange, grapefruit and banana groves are nte L
IrII.. -T‘t .'..,:1"':'. |
- ol e M

. nl:frfj:}:]{:':-—'lll 3 ’ ' v ' l".-" -.r I
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by
jﬁnﬂmm&ummmmﬁﬁ
anges and grapefruit were the most
ore the Second World War.

inution of the export,
ohve-trﬁen!suﬂnmshﬁmf'alﬁhne,mthur
as well as in the coastal plain. It was ©
yb}thcﬁrahs,mdtheoﬂuudmtmlyfmw
making of soap. In the Bible Palestine 1s describ
d flowing with milk and honey, It has been expl
ﬂ:aithatdmrphmmgzmtnthzmmtq'
of beef-fed tourists’, but by
mmwudmmmrfmmey. !
arming is one of the principal forms of
is near! self-supporting for milk, egu.:ml
s of dai uce. As in England, most of the wi
aired by the urban population is imported.
'H.hmwr Palestine has not been, and is not-r
z y fertile, its hilly country, whdlﬁ'httwm
mhtabwethesm,ﬁnn&ufﬂmhmlthﬁt
Middle East. It made the Israelites, andintuthb
mged A |-.u|
of our day, Professor Albright, has
lsa.pamdeemmpleof'rujnbeea
ﬂfﬁhﬂdmﬁntm&.

sprung up. The only Impmm
s, hitherto, havebemstonea.nﬂlmandtht

o sHinﬁ ha.uheeupmwdtubetﬂmm :
als of industry. Copper, manganese and phos




must follow the conquest of the Land. '

ar of the Phoenicians as well as of the Hebrews. A
nician Coast the young Jews have built or occup:
ing villages. sea-trawling is expanded

 Some of the vessels go far afield, not only in the M
pean, but in the Atlantic and the North Sea. Fishery b
‘developed also in Israel’s second sea, the Gulf of Akab
h is stocked with all manner of rare species. For the
,thﬂarmui[ﬂaﬂ'snpemﬁausinthatmﬂ-
is narrowly restricted by the Egyptian blockade. But
jfest iny' is on the sea.
 Another form of fishery is the breeding of carp in &
 ponds in many agncultural settlements, That o
t from Central Europe, and has been devel
g the last twenty ona scale, so that tod
n the most profitable part of the collective an
farming. For it may yield two or even three ha
.And poor land and water which is not sweet may
sowing of fish. It has been said by the cultivators th
ake mare money from bad land covered with bad we
an from good land irrigated with good water.
[he country of the eastern area, i.e. the section of Pale:
s Jordan, from the east bank of the river to the S
m Desert, is gﬂﬂla:gely pastoral, as in
population is in nomad. Arab tribesmi
‘thﬁthu‘dsufmmﬂsaudcatpﬂn;tmdthﬂirﬂndsuf .
sts on the uplands of Gilead and Moab. Outwardly th
ﬂmeHehmufgmymago.Thebmdthu{_
strip between the Jordan and the Desert varies
eighty miles, about the same breadth as Pale
. Sir Adam-Smith, in the Historical
iy Land, de it as “a Land of Health
. the famous traveller of an earlier generation
s, described it as ‘‘of noble aspect in these b
of the Graeco-Roman Empire

*. In the era




manently settled, In recent years, however,
tal of the Kingdom of Jordan, and on the sit
stic and Roman city of Phi phia, in the midst of!
0 east of Jericho, grown from a willage of a |

nd inhabitants to a town of 100,000. st
ides Amman there were in the present territory off
ns-Jordan two other big cities in that Graeco-Roman
y belonged to the league of ten Hellenistic towns kno
Decapolis. They were Gerasa, the modern Jeras
ad, north-west of Amman; and Gadara, further to
1, near the junction of the Rivers Yarmuk and the Jor
was for 700 years a centre of Greek and By
ion. It was destroyed in the Meoslem occupat
Etaﬁ'n&.lt for centuries till our own day. Gadara,
n which the Gadarene swine rushed down the steep
 the Sea of Galilee, was similarly destroyed, but the in

ins of Greek theatres and temples survive. It was ¥
ﬂsho:lﬁl:ingsudfuriumlture.andmsknm 1 the

early centrries as the "Garland of the Muses', :

= Inrecent years an irrigation scheme on a large scale
use of the waters of the Yarmuk, for the fuller devel
plain and the uplands has been worked out. [
mess the waters of the river, which rises in the
ates mddmmdshﬂterﬁlumﬂr:ﬂdshmm
ee. Before

the southern end of the Sea of G
ed the natural course of the waters, these falls,

ned one of the beauty spots of Palestine. Twenty-f _
‘the face of the landscape was changed ; and a mere trickle
rater is all that remains of the falls, whilst a lake I
0,000 cubic metres of water has been created. The |
rs of thé river were canalized for the U
ine hydro-electric scheme, which had its station
. waters of both Yarmuk and Jordan
y and obediently to form the placid lake, and
through tubes down a cemented s to wo
es. Since 1048 the station, which is in Jordan
een out of use, The new and irrigati
ed to provide land for settlement of 100,000
"Who are at present refugees living homeless in Jord:

i




ade by the Arab States, the lines have been
for internal traffic. The oldest was built B
time by a French company, from Jaffa to Jerus
he next in age was a branch-line, built by the Turki
Haifa along the Vale of Esdraclon and the soutk
of the Lake of Galilee, to be linked with the pi
y from Damascus thri:t%h Trans-Jordan to the 2
ala. During the First

'sj;ﬂhmkmh]rth:sta:enimldw
tes.
= is a good airfield for civil aviation at Lydda
home of England’s patron Saint, St. Georg
of the air-junctions on the routes across Asia.
s also a chain of military airfields which were

v EAT Sﬁ__ -
LS Phoenicians and Philistines, Greeks and Ra
knights and Saracens have met and fought there.
es have left their mark on the country. But
ave all are associated with the land. They ha
ial character which it has for mankind, and
s government and mould its destiny. They are the Jews,
brews and the Children of Israel of the Bible—and the
» French Philosopher of the eighteenth centuryy
e, gives Palestine as an example of a nmnir;r‘
ruin when it lost its proper inhabitants. 4

“Singe the destruction of Jerusalem by Hadrian (thel
an Emperor of the second century A.D.), Pales
, uninhabited. We must admit that a great des
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The Jews in History 'F

M0R 3500 years the Jews have been bound up with the
and of Israel—either because they were living in i
eir dispersion they were yearning for it and prayed d
rm, or they were actively striving for restoration
n Theymthnmathistnrimlpmpleinthewnﬂd,in
have a longer history than any other; and they were,
yost recent years, also the most international peop!
Itheymdjspemeﬂmnmthnnanyuthuumm
Tt has been said that they enjoyed too much his
y little geography. With them, howaver, race, Tell
antrv were bound up as in the case of no other
To understand their movement, ¢
for return to Palestine and re-estat
it is necessary to trace briefly

f:

li

i

about 600 B.C., which is recounted in the Bible, W :
_mmkmbythemnquemrfmm]udmtuﬁa . i
dﬁmhﬂwb&mamﬂoﬁt}?ﬁﬁugiaﬂmg'l =y
1

-

an of those lands in which mankind first dev
ﬂndthﬂ I.l"IB,' Yﬂt thEJEWm Fﬂplf Whﬂ inh
yunt) isolated. They had a sturdy



Jews were the great Nonconformists of histo
from the time of the second captivity, in the first
the Christian era, when the Romans, under Titus, hay
ed the Temple and razed the City of Jerusalem,
the great part of the people as slaves, the Jews
tical power. Not only had they no State, but they
ut a homeland. They were dispersed in all parts’s
n Empire, which then extended to Britain; and
icularly in the Eastern countries (formerly Mesopo
Persia), which we now know as Iraq and Iran.
nant u[thupm}:lemmma&intheﬂulylanﬁ, nold]
e spet:ial way of life, cultivating the soil, and maints
~ their schools and their religious =8 -

. Throughout the Roman Empire, moreover, they ca
¥igorously a religious mission side by side and competi
he Christians, and made many proselytes among the

Alter the Roman Empire, hitherto pagan, was turned
Emperor Constantine, in the fourth century, into a Ci

e, the Jews were persecuted as a religious o
er a curse. It was made difficult for them to con

nde them from civil life, They were Wi
h of Chnmit? But their lot was made mise

n Empire, which professed the Zoroastrian,weli
more tolerant than the Christian. A century
ibs, bursting out like a voleano from Arabia,
Byzantine Christian and the Persian i




sed

Isiam.‘l‘hnyspuknnnﬂmte Amhm,anﬂam
i abs in philosophy, poetry, science and art. They
gat carriers of culture as well as of goods between the
d the West, the middle-men of civilization. Having

between the Moslem and the Christian p-e-:-ple
to carry the knowledge of Greek and Latin ci
‘Arabs, and later, to carry the Arab phﬂnsuphy
based on that civilization into the Latin world.
acking a land and compelled to wander, the;rtumed e
hnn of ‘the soil to craftsmanship, trade and
of these skills they were admitted into the
s, which bordered on the Moslem realm, pa
and Provence. The Norman Kingsof England,
ed small bodies of them to settle in their King
there, as in other feudal countries, they were instrun
strengthening of the King's power over the Ba
were used by their Royal masters, whose chattels
in law, to extract money from the Barons and
ers. Their financial function inevitably drew upon
ed of the common people; and there were freg
T mgxpeuedﬁom&gbnd owing to popular
Ir, I, at the end of the thirteenth centm ?,";-
i ‘not return for over three hundred years. The street
ﬂlﬂ_]'minﬂ}&(:lt\'ﬂf]mdon.dmtnthe ansion
and the Bank of England, commemorates their residenee
ital; and there wasa ' Jewry' in the medieval quart s
ury, York and several other towns. e
pnwrn{theHmLmHmdedmed and that of the
s advanced, in Spain, the religious liberty and security
ews were undermined in that country, which was
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Jerusalem from the infidel. He failed in that, but disco
TIEY Lﬂndﬂfprmlﬁﬁ.
i The Reftlilun and the R;ﬁ' ) whﬂ:h ich b
religions and intellectual stirring to Western urope,
1o relief or enlightenment for the Jews in that region. I
the darkest ages began for them in the fifteenth century.
had to carry on a desperate struggle to preserve theire
till the dawn of the age of tolerance in the cighteenth
Lhe mass no longer lived, as in the Middle Ages, in
ized countrics. They were concentrated in Central
sastern Europe, in Poland, Lithuania, the Ukraineand
" Which were countries of relatively low intellectual
8 Cut off in their ghettos from the Gentile population,
maintained a measure of autonomy and their religious o
‘tion of civil life. While their neighbours were illiterat
- had their own schools and, as Bernard Shaw once said of
“They were born educated””. They had, too, their own a
*In Western and Central Europe it was Yiddish, a
ct of the Middle Ages which they had brought £
fhmeland; and in the countries of the Levant it was
& Spanish tongue that was carried by the exiles from
. Protestant, liberty-loving Holland was the first cot
~ the West to give them religious freedom at the end
‘Sixteenth century, about the time of Elizabeth 1
osopher Spinoza, who belonged to a family exiled
in, was a prophet of the more liberal conception ol
& w&;hia allowed for dt&‘ufmm of reli +1-" creed. A
: a congregation of Spanish and Pogh
1 the end of the sixteenth century, played «f i
in the commercial and colonial development

- Oliver Cromwell learned from the Dutch the wisde
value of tolerance to the Jews; and he was moved
sion of a learned Rabbi from Holland, and by
anding of the interests of his country, to
in England as merchants, For more




gradually taking the place nf Anutuﬂ.nm u,
of international trade. The famous writer s
_ utthebeglnnmuithnﬂghtemthmtuq of the Jey
mmdmmmtedthmughallthe!eadmgparuuf
thattheymbemmethemﬂrmnmtsb?whch
&htnnt nations converse with one another.” ]
French Revolution, with its fundamental doctrine .' -
.' ights of Man, bmughtaboutgmatchnngesmthe i
i ﬁwthmma.n&]ewswhowmhm in Western Eurc
ideas of l.:be.rtj.'!1 and Equality mbynded“ tul
ish communities living in countries apu
arte. Napoleon, indeed, caused a representative asse
h Jews, Rabbis and laymen, gathered in & mo
rin or Council, to examine the terms of Jewish admissi
Heal life. Toubtmnthmnghisthejmdmnd
national aspirations, and claimed to be only a religi
nity. They were to cease to be a separate people,
k the language of the country, and to adapt their law about
B et o their poitical anancs -
polt emancipation was long-
in conservative England, ngrmcamehyam fis
: steps,ﬂchtakmaﬁcraha:dm
 that a Jew, a member of the Ro d family, w
_ several times elected to Parliament, was able to ta
eat in the House of Commons by a change in the P
y oath. That oath had hitherto contained the v
) the true faith of a Christian”. Gradually, too, _‘[ews won
ﬂnufm:ﬁmn to the Universities and to the liberal
ns. Their intellectual energies, so long confined in th
hurstnutwrthama:kab]espn!anfgemusm
ral democracies. In the first generation of enlighten
r small community gave to Enginnd the sta
i D'Emzh-rth

shou thenm:t&nthnmtury however, themm of
in Europe were still living in the Russian Empire

. There the theory and practice of the Church

; from public life all who were not Christians, v
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huania, formed the majority of the Jewisk
ied civil and political rights, and were confined to
: ttlement. The repression drove hundreds of thous
- Eastern Europe to seek new homes in the more liberal count:
f the West. A great and continuous migration from R
© and Roumania, particularly to the New World, grad
GV G the character of the Jewries of Western Europ
= America. Thus the community in the United States, wh
gt '3numbﬂadtmmanaa%1:;ﬂﬂu!anﬁﬂhn_hadm
* " the end of the century to t three millions. Of that
o ion a large part were in New York. The movement
Eastern Europe to Great Britain was smaller; but at th
the century the majority of the quarter of a million Je
he United Kingdom were no longer English-born or Ge
Jews, but Polish and Russian.
At the same time, in the latter part of the nin
. century, Jewish national feeling wasrevived, especially
- the
-‘. =

East European Jews. The hope of the restorati

Jewish nationality to its ancient home, which had t
. ideal of the people for near two thousand years of &

~ suffering, came to the beginning of fulfilment. The mo
for the revival of old nations was one of the main |
B forces of the century. It had brought about the li
- - from Ottoman rule of the Christian Balkan peoples.
" brought about, also, the resurrection of the Italian
- and the unity of the German le. Last of all, it had aff
the Jews. A new form of anti-Jewish feeling in Germa
‘Austria, based on spurious ideas of race, and known
~ Semitism, nourished the Jewish National Moven
infection of Anti-Semitism spread even to liberal France.
e ah.t_mu_fth_e.‘_lmwasnu longer emancipation but
. 4§ emancipation.
~ The First Warld War produced another radical tran
o7 ton of Jewish life, the Soviet revolution in K

i P
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it nullified I:l_v economic discrimination. Through 1
revolution in Germany it broke down for a short—1
y for a short—time the barriers of racial and social
mina tion Whjchhad ﬂdﬂd&d Jﬂ“ ffﬁlﬂ;]}jﬁ nositio
German public life. Lastly, through the deliverance
ne from Turkishirule, and the adoption first by Engla
the League of Nations, of the idea of a Hatl
for the Jews in their old country, it gave new hope
sh spiritual aspiration to all communities. i1
There was, however, a darker side to the iﬂ)eratmn of the
. Anti-Semitism, which had shown its og n
nany and other munmﬁbeforethe -- «.
, was terribly s ened after the War thmugh the
large section of the German people to find a scapegoat fa
defeat in the War and their frustrated pride. Thzd:fen
ew was the chosen victim for the National Socialist pa
ed by Hitler; and hatred of the Jew by the little man v
...- nfpnhc}r The Jew connotes in thepuh]:c mind,
ymhmesnfstrm not only a member of a religions
i} butamnmbernfarmanﬂofanatumahty In the
rk and Middle Ages it was his religious distinctiveness which
‘nppemm&t In the most recent period, smoel'hﬂﬂt" [

dand barbarous campaign was launched on the Westen

ai.' the element of race has been uppermost. The i -.u
Hiﬂer opagated was that the Aryan race—which
parttculaﬂ}the‘ﬁardm rt of it, -,-- ]
Sﬂm.ltm race, of which the Ew& were a part, we
nndshuulﬂbeexdudr:dlmma.nj'putmpnhlw
h cnsmofthe War, savagely giving vent to his f
d, he ht to exterminate all the Jews that came with
3 did in fact ize massacres of the grea
major: afthosewhuwmm urope, 1
- distribution of the people has been completely trans-
by the massacre of six millions in E and
migration from Europe of another million. Unit
has today a population of over five million J
nﬂﬂyhalfnfthewhole people. Another half m
ted tn&:uihﬁmmm.ThEUmtedegdom
ed thousand; and the British MMonwes
ahoutthm:—qmtmufamﬂhnn.lasﬂy,ﬂm]

1""

-t B




of the Briti the seven
th Etateaflﬂaﬂwasmtedhaved their tota
| ;. mber now one and a half million. o8
4 Ruhnuftheolder}mshd:spamnm.ﬁmaud
b mrmnudfﬂrmtmmmlhmmmtnum&er
" rule; and had become assimilated to the Arab p
" While the Jews in Europe and America in the nm '
’mtwytmkaleadmgpartm the political, economic
mltumlhﬁeufthmmunh'y and brought an extraon
e pnnm'huuun of the mind to those countries, the Jews
~ in the countries of Islam were backward, like the i
5 pmnumcandcuimraldzﬂ[npmt mdwm;nhjuﬁ
B et et el grmzf
. creation of the State o is a large
.|1 ovement of these Oriental communities to the land
e ﬂvann&thjrdﬂfthemaﬂmnwhumehvmgmthﬂﬂ =
. in 1048 have already found a new home.
Another striking change in the condition of the Jews
ithe State of Israel has brought about is the movement
simpler way of life. For centuries the Jews in most
‘the world have been an urban tion, debarred fre
'fuwnershlpandm]ﬁmtmnufthe , and forced by ci
7 dﬂann&stﬂﬁngagemmdc.ﬂneuhhnmohmufthn
'|, ththndof[aﬁwastnmltlmethesmland egene
" During the period of the Mandate, ahmtmm—qunrhn‘
~ Jewish population in Palestine were living in rural
. and about one-fifth part were engaged i
| proportion 15 m.amta.mwri in the State

3 ﬂarh u..-q-
- light. Andthcmﬂmut‘tbehﬁem[smel

mmtethe]mhmmm:hesmuthumtﬁﬁ.
" aldrs‘mhul:imubemmingm
e -_Inlmnlthe]msh people have
24 e E’Wmmrymahmmeagrlﬂﬂtmalsetﬂemmﬂum
rJ - :nmﬂncnventm-upemnvegrmm. In the collect
iy ts there is no private property, but, as with
1},:; ‘1'Gln*m.anmmumum 15 held in commo
Iﬂ y m Htﬂmt& ﬁmﬂf hlﬂ “‘.E Own Do !

P 4t agnmltm-a.lwnrk,cmdlt mn::knhngmdwpplf

sumtrueedsarem‘ganmad ughm-opat!:u
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T ufthﬂjﬂishﬂnmnﬂﬂum said in House o '
'_thamnﬂ:mhouu!thel!mdateim-mﬁtmehy
ne of Nations was debated: N

= Chrhmﬂnm:smtummdfulnfthcmthe ews

vermdﬂedtothu religions of the world,
de givethﬂnth&upportunrtyufdﬂvahpmgm
‘.In&ﬂuﬂrihshmle their gifts which hitherto they h:

e

aigmﬁmnmulthemhwthufﬂm]ewhhnaﬂmmm

“The Balfour Declaration is based on historic jt ce,
constitutes a great act of historic reparation,
ﬂmmﬂmpmmsewhmhuhw:tol sh




CHAPTER 111 .
The Arabs in History
to trace th

turn back thirteen hundred
' Y'Y origin of the other people in]u]:i'ﬁ?’almhm.
. political, social and economic development is one of the
blems of the world society in our day. The Arab p
quered the Holy Land and Syria in the seventh cen f
Christian era, at the time when England was being in |
by the Angles and Saxons and Danes. The Arab conquest
. the Middle East, and!then of the Nﬂa.rEns;t and Hmﬁh_
‘and Spain, was one of the turning points o history. It s
' e&:j’?fely after the death of Mohamed, who founded.
gion which commonly we call Mohamedan after his
which is properly entitled Islam, ing resignati
.ﬁHm&mthmanhnmigmhian.
the nomad tribes living in the

B Beiore Molamed's day
y But in Arabia settleme

Arabian peninsula were
Jews and Christians spread” eir religion and made pro
ohamed, who was a camel-driver of Mecca and led tr
aravans to Palestine and to Syria, leamt from them the
- of the one God. He had visions, and was mi
. to get rid of the worshi of idols among
Wassimplf,(}ndgone, and Mohamed is his m
to man. He preached that mission first to his own tribe
his home-town of Mecca, which was a centre of the n
| ‘Worshippers. He and his followers were forced by the w
pagan interests to flee for their lives, They found refug
[ one hundred miles to the north, then called Yathrib
] ame k_‘IZIDWII. tﬂ.tﬂ Eﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁnﬂ, i 'the'ﬂ' .
Prophet’). Just as the Christians had ted an ema o
—{A.n.)—from the time of Christ, so the Moslems stz
era of history from the year that Mohamed fled
a. It is referred to by the initials ‘A.H.’, that
theYearuItheF_tht ). That !
_ﬁzzufthetﬁnsﬁnnein.Eight later |
iptured Mecca, and made it the centre of the new f

£ _Mohamed was the founder of a world religion, whick
Spread with uhﬂnrdinarymp?:?ty over Westmmd Cent,

o
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Islamic Empire, which for a- thoo

s 1 great of Asia, Africa, and South
o. In Mohamed's lifetime a great struggle was going
en two big Empires of the West and the East;

two had fought each o
e ﬂ]}d Jﬂuﬂ]ﬂm Mﬂ‘
s to both to tell them of his revelation, and called on the =
perors to accept Islam.
mission on its return from the Byzantine capi
ntino I,E, mki]lede}rria. shﬂfﬂ? before his des

' mgr}:panngan ition of the Arabs to take
. After his death one of his lieutenants marched into:
ria, and in two years conquered the whole country. ‘he '
battle was f t in A.D. 636, by the banks of the
er Yarmuk which into the Jordan, Damascus,
of Syria, and Jerusalem fell to the conqueror, Om
did not disturb the Christians or Jews in their worship
e any attempt to force them to adopt the new religion
Jam. At that time the Mohamedans were concerned to
paganism, but they recognized Christians and Jews
eoples of the Book’ who worshipped the one God, and alloy
m i ir religious way of life.
T s v yoors b aao coertd £
Persians, in a conqu avw
: Fi:rstlmq,whichmthmhamas%lmpo an
¢ the land between the two rivers, the Tigris and
ates, and then Persia itself were occupied and brot
Arab rule, A few latera third Arab warrior-she
Mohamed’s followers advanced into Egypt,
ed the principal town, Alexandria, then the chief cen
ek culture (A.D. 642). He set up his headquarters a
which became afterwards Cairo. , like Syria ani
e, had been part of the Byzantine Christian Emp
» Arab conqueror of Alexandria, Amr, built a fleet
yptured Cyprus, another . From Egypt, the invincik
rabs, now masters of the ern Mediterranean, advz
“and land along the North African coast to Morc




Intheymmn 710, the Arab Tarig, mthqu
avaded Spain. That country was ruled by the Chrn
zoths. He routed King Roderick, captured his capital of
pledo am:l occupied the whole of the peninsula ta
orthern strip. The place where he landed, across the straits
IIH Ta.nglfr rl:mtl’ed hm name, wa {mm.ﬂ:l] T
h we know today as Gibraltar. Twenty jrtaﬁ intﬂ:'_ 1
Arabs on to the conquest of France, and advane
far as Tours, in the centre of the country. But there
:%ﬂ: edbjrthEqumuhsthgﬁha.rlﬁ the gran
the great Emperor Charlemagne. v
~ The Arab advance on the East was not less spectacular. Ina
tion they carried their and their Empire th
mﬁmtnﬁamarmdmd khara, to Western India
ghanistan. And with their religion they carried also
g Arabic became the common tongue of the p
) the Islamic Empire, just as CO
{ “ nf Isl Empi Latin had been the

i _hnguagenftheRummEmpwe.ThEAmhsnfthntaga
_!, ' great traders. It is a mistake to think that before the ti
£

they were all nomad tribesmen. In fact, the suc
_ mufﬂuhamedfoundadammuualasweuasn
i __Fnd religious Empire. _
P Thehm{lbnthnfthﬂrdjgmnanﬂn[th:&mhmﬁnu'
~ the Caliph, which is the Arabic word for successor.
~ left no son. His daughter’s husband, Ali, claimed tu
Eﬂhph butthemwasamuvementagam&thun.uﬂh&
- killed in battle. The Caliphate was assumed by a bro
""* law of Mohamed, Moawiya, who founded the d
‘}Ihnrmpltalwnsnmms and for a b years
|.¢, ‘and Palestine were the centres of the Islamic Empire. -
;5' ~ Om }*ndrulm:hﬂtshedthclmufﬂmdmrtmdthﬂ
,-:- mad life; and they built themselves beautiful palaces
"M hnghdguunthee&genﬂheﬁynmdﬂﬁtw
I Fﬂt patmns of the arts; and using Byzantine artist:

e

_.___ ﬂmyhrnﬂtnublemaqmpubimbuilﬂmp;

itad Furacentmy they ruled an empire which st
-ﬁ.‘ﬂuﬂ!cSmofAralmekﬁtannnthtmthtath

t- south, and from the Atlantic Ocean in the west
ﬁivurlnmsmthemst

“ K lhenmmeafrﬁhstm,ggieiutpnmrbatwmth




m ' &mgiﬂ: out

it nfthellusl:m.ThePemanbmnch,ledhyom
pated the Omayads, and established a new centre
iphate in the East. There it remained for three hund
* years [n A p.762, the Abbassid Caliphs builta new city, B

s maﬂethatthempitaLItmfmmBagdadthntthe
“which are collected in the famous book Arabian Nig
duiwd. One of the Omayad princes escaped to Spa.m
..1 unded mnthm‘ﬁnb&yuast}rmthitsmpatalmﬁurdm

oM the ninth cen the supremacy of the Arab fami
;-. ﬁmﬁeﬁnﬂhﬂmufﬂuﬁmﬂb@mh

ependent Power, and mnq_ucmd g
estine. Then, in the tenth century, a!ruhﬁmh
mahhshedegypt ItmlladltmliFi.tnmte,bemuse
d claimed descent from Fatima, the daughter of Moham
Fatimite Sultans built & new and splendid capital,
ing ‘the utgufvmj"—ElKa]xm] Thaywere
it of the Christians than the older d and trou
o m;ierthmrn&efurtheﬂhnstmnp
rh .mntmued to make the journey to Hol
alestine. A little later, in the beginning of :
. the Seljuks, warriors coming from Turkestan
s of Islam, in a fresh wave of invasion conque
i ;andmademuretruublefarth&ﬂkrisﬁmm
ession of the pilgrims led to the movement for the recoy
mmsuftheHol Land by the Western Christians. We ko
IeastheWarsuftheCrusndfs.Thgﬁmtm
TV the fiery call of Peter the Hermit in T0g4,
mﬂl-urdcredmubsetuutmmEmpetomm i
d, but failed to reach it.
. For two hundred years and more, the Crusades, mean
: betweenthnﬂm{ﬂrux]mﬂthnﬂrmmt
- of Moslemes—were waged in many of the Ne
lﬁdﬂInEast At the end of the eleventh century a
. with its followers estimated at one m
eatm:Empe marched or sailed to the Ni
andsumdedm capturing Syria and Palestine
alem. The Holy City became the capital of a
ngdomwh:hwasurdeudasafmdalmte. :
n knights who entered Jerusalem chose one of the
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ror i tjr-eight Fﬂm‘s' and exten
_ nfSyﬂ?wd!asPﬂmﬁnc.Thtm
o fiefs. Strong castles were built on the commandn
itions, and there the feudal barons maintained themselves
d the Moslem population. _ T
A great Moslem warrior, by race a Kurd, who was th
or Chief Minister of the Sultan of Damascus and Egypt,
z destroyed the power of the knights at the battle of the ™
rns of Hattin in Galilee, recapt Jerusalem in 118g, for
. Moslems. He was Saladin (Salah-ed-Din), i

ed. For another century, however, the Christian kni

e able to retain their hold in the coastal plain of Pales
d Syria, in fortified like Acre and Athlit. .
ing this trou perindthe]ﬂddle}':.‘astm'mv%dad
resh hordes of conquering Nomads, the Mongols and Ta
o came from further Asia. For a time Christians and Mos]

g pgrtofPalmHnr.ThndmlinzuftheMidﬂlaEub
psperity and culture dates from their invasion. 0
After the Mongols and the Tartars, in the thirteenth an
eenth centuries, came one more wave of warrior inva
were the Ottoman Turks. Originally nomads and
Central Asia, they had adopted Islam after they cam
ch withthaAmmegdm'l'bej' i

gary, and advanced several times to the gates of Vienn
there they were stayed by the Christian armies.
] . / .I

oo
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: hthtadmmdthemﬁeﬂrmdm

with them from the East something of the know
d the sense of beauty which they had acquired there.
rODEAT hﬂmhﬂrmmtummﬁn{
1 :.ra-vlll Thnsthewurdndamﬂkm‘lﬂd:mhh
atters, zero and in mathematics, admiral and a

.'-' mihta.rjr lute guitar in musical, are all imported

1 Ihﬂ 4
. The Turkish conquest marked the final decline of
.,,\ rab power and the Arab peoples; and that decline lasted
" the latter part of the nineteenth century. The Arabs were
k 400 years a subject people, not indeed oppressed, beq

~ the Turks being Moslems were tolerant and easy-going tow

_ thulluslem peoples, but deprived of political independ

, socially and culturally.
e
osophy, as as tary prowess.
enaissance the Western nations regamed

Powers established Jn:tn
The P ese Were the pioneers.
Africa, for a time occupied
da 1 little later Albuquerque planted colonies in the Pes

- Gulf and on the West coast of India. After the Po

ame the Dutch; and then, in the days of Queen Elizal
' Enghs& line of merchant adventurers of the
tered Company established a “factory’, as it was c

8 Syrian town of Aleppo. It became the practice for

pean nations to obtain from the Ottoman Sultans s
essions and privileges for these trading stat:nns.
Charters granting them were called 'capitulations’, bec
y were divided into a number of chapters (Capitula).
1 granted the Consul, or other tative, of
"lnllq Pﬂwmr@ht&fﬁmmﬂ tween members of
‘community; and gradually the foreigner be

eged person. .
'thuenghteenthtndnmetmth centuries Engla.ndm the
Power in the Middle East, andmdeed in the s

‘I-—Ir- T

d (i’
) 14 f k
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ter of William Pittﬁ
the niece of William Pitt younger, spent the
s of her life among the Arabs, living in the Lebanon and
olding court, and was acclaimed by some of the Sheiks as
sen of the East',
MHahonaimmmoftheArmmm
ng the nineteenth century, the era of nationalism, a.ud
. pre uwrthefaejmgfarthepuhtmlmtyﬂﬂﬁhm
(it was not till the latter part of the cen that a politi
vement for self-determination of the Arabs was organi
major incidents before that movement reﬂﬂztﬂl
ring of national pride and the passing ufthspamm
m-mltufhluhammndah the Pasha of
Turkish Sultan, which is mentioned on p -- NG
'1:}\4. udetuth&ﬂ.mbmm].
 Albanis knew little Arabic, thnnmq:lhnneﬂfhli
: theAmbaufSyma.ndPalﬁhn:wasdmm rt to his role
liberator from the Turks. Then in 1860, the -
es of the Lebanon, mthFrtnchhulp,mn!hzgmnt :
onomy for the Lebanon province under a Christian-A ab
eTnoT. Bythebegmnmgnfthntwenﬁethmﬁm? fT
awa.k:mmg g
In the war of 1914—18 the British made Arab nationa
g an instrument of the war pohg T
Guhmﬂhwrmmtheyn with Arab le
Revolt in the Desert’ agamst the Turks. In the
otiations at the end of the war the principle of self-d
om wasadoptedbytheﬁlhcslnrtheﬂ:hbnﬂ:hﬂ
e East as well as of Europe. All the Arabs were libe
! Turkishmmgntjr, but, except for those of the Arah
1 theydldmtbmumemdepmdeutmmedmtely-

plmwd—:agmm their will—under the
anship, of Great Britain and France. The n
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CHAPTER IV

"

- Pafe.rnnc in the Nineteenth and Tmmm
Centuries -

is convenient to take as a starting-point of the history
ufmdeulwthapulwns campaign in the
and, 1798-99. That was the beginning of the Eu
i ion or penetration of the Middle East. He had
Egypt andufl:tﬂnded to march i ﬂtﬂ
er to destroy England’s power in the build
* Oriental Empire for France. He occupied Cairo, and having
- routed tbuamyufthaPasha.uf at the Battle of
. Pyramids, where “ 40 centuries look on you'’, he ma
thg&m])esert and nlon%ﬂ:e coast of Ps
a and Jaffa were occupied. rench Fleet in the
had been sunk or captured by Nelson in the Battle of
With the retreat of his army cut off, Napoleon
ch on with his 15,000 men. ﬁemtedmthu'f
m mGaliIecmderHt.Tnhur butw:sh:ldnpztﬁs
] —tmn{Aﬂre That place had once been the chief hart
of the Crusaders. The “key of the East”, asNapnlmmlhdﬂ
7 mﬂyde!mdﬁdb}ramaﬁhodyof&glmhsmlm_
Sidoey Smith. Haputmhndtoabandunhmmt
leaving his forces—which a year later surrendered t
lish Army—managed to return to France. To the end o
e he believed that he missed his destiny by failure at A

two statements which appeamd in the French offi
al, Monitewr, in June 1 The first reported
tinople that Bonaparte issued a prock
theJmafﬁmnnﬂAhmtaeuhstunﬂﬂhu
-a:e-establuh ancient Jerusalem. He had already a
e npumber, and their battalions threatened
mdﬁugnedtomﬁmchmdﬂsthat
arte’s conquest of Syria had not the sole
mﬂ:e]mﬂeha.dlnrgerplanstumamh
ntinople and strike terror from there into Vienna
burg. This strange precursor of the Balfour Declara
45




in propaganda. But from that time the idea of .
the Jew mmmnmmmmm@. E)
. At the time of Napoleon's invasion P'nhtimt::a wasted
and neglected coun with a sparse popula betwee

h were mostly Arabs, but included
: egroes, Circassians, Greeks of the Levant. It v 5
of the Turkish or Ottoman Empire, which then includeg {

the Middle East and North Africa. It was visited
rims of the Christian Churches; and the Christian religious
had built many monasteries, convents and churches in
alem, Bmhlthm,ﬂmrethamiuthcrﬂu]}fﬁnm e )

dox (Greek) and the Latin communities often had rival
nes. Jews from Europe were established in four tos

1 were regarded as holy by them: Jerusalem and Hebron
the south, Tiberias Safed in the north. They were
aged inpmyera:ndstudy,andfurthemwthm_
tched material conditions. i
Napoleon's campaign attracted the attention of the
opean Powers to the Middle East. Henceforth the British.
ernment had a constant interest in

oy of Egypt who had fought agai

. eon, made himself an mﬂmﬂm ruler, oo
estine and Syria, and threaten: to march on Co
e and create an Amab

dort against the Egyptians. Admiral Napier obtained
taking from Mohammed Ali to give up Syria
ame the hereditary ruler of t. At that time Europe
e éiiscm'dvaﬁnusmhmm or the future of the Haly
d; and certain religious groups in England, who
hce with Lord Palioest on, the Prime Minister, fayc
icy of opening it to the Jewish people. Lord Shaftes
niPhlmmtm_mlitmﬂ;;lttllntidm.As 1
re and since, the European Powers not agree among
1 vm.andhth:mdthﬁyrutntedthgmuy-tb the

1
v 3




opean diplomatic representative in the country, and

mission to protect all the Jews, whether British subjects

' foreign. About the time, toa, the British and Pruss;

' togetherestablisheda testant Churchin Jerusalem, believing

. that it would hasten millennium. Its first head was o
Anglican bishop who was of the Jewish race. The o her
E n nations followed the example, appoi ted consuls in

m, and began also to compete with each other in the

of rival Churches. The French were traditionall

thlehem. The war was fougl
ost entirely on Russian territory, but it did bring o
ortant change in Palestine. The Sultan of Turkey
ﬁﬁctmﬁxmingaqualﬁimaship‘ofaﬂhismbjm with
stinction of race or creed,

desolate conditions. A -“"




to them, and for : e munificent help
y villages are an ing of his vision, _
he British interest during the nineteenth century was
shown particularly in the scientific exploration and geographi=
m’t}" ﬂ'f th’E Biblﬁ coun ~ 'rhﬂ- I Fxnlors
nd was founded in 1865, English Army officers
yal Engineers engaged by it carried out an undergro
iploration of Jerusalem and mapped the country. That
ble activity was a symbol of the combination of Biblical
political interest. Among the officers was Lient, Herk et
itchener, who was to become the famous General of he
ritish Army in Egypt and South Africa. Palestine acqui ed,
90,  fresh importance for England when the Suez Canal was
~ constructed to link the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, and
. 1o provide a through-sea-route to the East, In the eig )

their movement fm*lll-seﬁum:and the chief Zioni
fﬂlmﬂd“Eﬂg mmpﬂ.mes.' .ﬁ.ﬂ.Eﬂsllﬂh- OIMPAT
he Euphrates Valley Railway, to run from Haifa to Bag
' was floated nearly 100 years ago, but the scheme was :
. doned. An English com » too, started an enterprise
~ biilding a railway from Haifa to Damascus. But it also fail
- 'I'he_Tu.rkish Government, however, completed the layi
thn[me.andlinktditwithmuthﬂ'rﬁhmy i
tﬁg‘wmum,bﬂﬂnﬁdﬂutisardiﬁm
1s (¥)

r t]ﬁl‘.‘lk the capital of the
, with these remote i
smaller but more Fﬂ;ﬁ:ﬁ'
Sevelopment was a line, built by a Fi company,




; ftwals-partuﬁmﬁvemen rsternizs
bit by bit was transforming the Middle East.

; | Other European nationslikewise, and particularly Ge: m

‘th
th

o)

water as they went, took the offensive

Y.
0 to spread their influence and multiply their relig
lishments in Palestine, For the Germans it was part
-Polityinmmasthﬂﬂn'v;totheEast.Annthﬂpaﬂ
project for a Berlin-Ba, Railway. Kaiser Wilhelm 1

vho later brought about First World War, made in

‘ostentations pilgrimage to Tur

City of four big German religious institutions, +

isguised fortresses. It was part of the activity of a ya
archaeologist, T. E. Lawrence, then digrine a

ia Mi in Palestine, to keep an eye on v :

Te doing, and particularly on the

railwa tu&ﬁg;llnthaymrbehmme irst World

he and other British officers, following in the foots
i hener, carried out a survey of the arid southern

: r 1914
troops across the Egyptian frontier

n Palestine into Sinai. Thence they attempted invasion
Suez Canal, but were beaten off. Then, in 1916, '

forces, advancing slowly and methodically from th
of the Suez Canal, and iayingnmﬂwnyandpige—"
against the Tur

y in Southern Palestine. In the following year, under it
it : ured Gaza, Beersheba,
.%emhhmmdjaﬂn—qndﬁmﬂ Jerusalem. I,

the Holy City were handed by thexn.bﬂnyur to the

of the both (London) Division on December th, rg17.
lish Military Administration was established ¢ er-
rn. Palestine, In the autumn of 1918 the British forces,
under Allenby, advanced, routed the Turkish Arm
nquered mdnmupﬁdthawhnlﬂmunh?nnbnth sides
n D il




! mﬂf#‘* 4+~ x* 1 b it
underﬂrrtish Brﬂ .-
During the war the Government had made two.
ntous statements of 1 negotiated with
Moslem Prince, Hussein, who was the heredit:
ian of the holy cities, Mecca and Medina, for an A
t against the
d help to establish an ind
Fnrtuirttl;ezlih&dleﬁan A little later, Ee;g:?,
ohahing umﬁtlmdmmEnghnd.
atement known as the Balfour Declamtmn,bmmut
: by Arthur Balfour, at that time the F
vuumdthﬁ estahhshmtntofa]ewmh"lahml
gleshne and would use their best endeavours to fa
“the achievement of that object: “it being clearly
| that nothing should be done which may prej
rights of existing non-Jewish communities
Palestine”. It was not realized at the time that the
w*a.s i andmundmﬁmdbyhuthm
udePﬂmhne&omthemu!ﬁmh ndep

: enough.
: Eﬁgl:md the growth of national feeling of

. Arabs Ehawasaympathen:toﬂ and sought to use t
feeling so as to strengthen her forces against the Turks.
ﬁﬁmalmwmtmmmedhy“’estunmﬂm
Middle East. The Arab awakening began to move to action
_ young intellectuals in Syria, Palestine and other Arab countries

Ottoman rule.

III.-I

At the same time, national feeling was growing among

'.T ,and led to the movement of Zionism, which aimed

" re-es! abﬂshmmtufﬂm]wxshnahmmthehmiut

- The Jews were a remarkable example of fidelity of a peo
hndfmmwhmh they had been physically

Theyhaﬂbeeudmpﬂmdmdmthfﬁ:tsmun
800 years; but steadfastly cherished the hope and
mrﬁtnral:mth:{otht of their ancestors. Polit]
nism started in 1895, with the publication of a book
ews’ Stale, written by an Austrian Jew of genius, Th

Hehadbemrwsaituapﬂﬁmtemnnhe

ity through the Dreyfus case in France, in wh




provoked a violent outburst of Anti-Semi :
F inded for the Jewish people aland of their own, where
Would be free from attack and insult. As a first step he created
a Congress, where representatives of the scattered communiti 3
I tu.ﬁathebuﬂﬁgnfamﬁnmlhmmdm making
of a na #
- The first Congress was held at Basle (Switzerland) in 18q7,
‘and defined the aim of the movement as “to obtain for f
Jewish people in_Palestine a home assured by public law’
- The immediate was to acquire from the Sultan
Turkey, in ideration of a loan to be made by the Zionis!
“a Charter for colonization in Palestine, and to secure
port of the European Powers for the Jewish settlemen
ong the statesmen who were deeply impressed H
oseph Chamberlain, then Colonial in :
the charter for Palestine was refused by the Sultan
Chamberlain fell in with the suggestions of the Zio
s for Jewish colonization in a region near Palestine w
tish Administration. He gave support for a scientific exp
tnnmthepmﬂ:ﬂiﬁmufagﬁm]tml' s
the part of the Sinai peninsula, which was with:
borders and adjoining Southern Palestine, And
s snhmepmvedahwtiw.heuﬁundﬂmﬁmists_ .
omous home in a portion of East Africa under a British
torate. Another scientific expedition explored that
and gave a not very favourable report. The Zionist §
ess declined the offer, which had caused violent cone
ersy. Herzl had died broken-hearted before the decision was

- ITNEd

-

o1 agndh’smuﬁmmmteutmpmsgaﬂa actical

rated from the Ottomans, joined forces to invade the

R 3408



i .In%?{mlﬂWuiﬁEU, i bl
the whole of the Arab provinces. 3
OOt 1'Pﬂlﬁtiﬂﬂa-nds i mmﬁﬂb}'
= forces Amhialtsﬂfbemmei ent.
s AttherCmfuenueufParisinlﬁ,Jeﬁd:md
representatives both favoured the establishment of a Bri
| Trust Administration for Palestine which should

-rmment was called the System of Mandate—from a
egal term for Trust. It was designed to meet the case
" peoples who hoped ultimately for self-determination, but w
ot immediately ready to take full responsibility for
government ; as it was said in the Covenant of the

I-i"_n ,camadita]nugthemstalplam E
' tojoin the branch of the former Turkish railway to Damas
" From Damascus one line ran south, along edge of
| Syrian desert to the heart of Arabia; and another ran north
* Aleppo, and thence to the Turkish system in Anatolia.
. Kantara, in Egypt, the terminal of the Sinai rai by
" Spez Canal, a board used to mark: ‘To Jerusalem,
 Asia.' Palestine was again the visible bridge between
oo ||.|.'.u
' Palestine, instead of being a backward region of the
ive corner. Its p
ar, despite great mo
of the Turks, was

~ The bﬁldﬁ:gufajmi&hdtynmtn]nﬁnhndhugm.
ally a garden suburb, named Tel-Aviv—meaning the
; was
of

pring it destined to become in
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. S
W

f Pa
‘was indefinite. No treaty of pe '
and the Allies were not agreed an 5
gave to the Arab national . e
ppurtum to grow. At Easter, :

of Hnalem Festivals, Arab bands
ach tha]:wmhquartersuﬂermlem andstarteda =

vml-t racial outbreaks which continued intermitten ?J. : "
fo tj"-mghm‘z,ﬂm The Principal Allied Powers were s

D1E0 .t

sm:ila.routbmksin other Arab coun 2
admmnnnhuuttheallomhnnuftheﬂanﬂatﬁ(; 1 E
ain received the Mandates for Palestine and Irag; Fra .
Syria and the Lebanon. Palestine included the *u

the east side of the Jordan, up to the Syrian desert. .
: The contingent promise of self-government for the Am )

during the war, was whittled away h]r
2 tutheArahIeademabetra}ml.Itma.grm
Amhfmlmgthatthemtyu!thepmpleremgnmd 1
the Ottoman Empire, wasmdeljrbrnkenb}*thmrdl
veen different trustee powers, each im sjstem
inistration, law, economics and culture.
set up artificial frontiers which

; m:m:amﬁ&. Itmnsthuui:ﬁmqidlm Wessex ar _‘ A

orce. And in Egypt also the demand for independence passed = o

ssex had been placed under aeutfnmignmhrs .
erthathotthlishan&anchhaﬂtufam Sn
ables at the outset of their trustee rule. Palestine, i -7
s comparatively tranquil for a year. Buthynnand ag
demanﬂ.fnraelf-determmatmnha&tubewtdm”

2 bloody revalt.
It was in this highly charged atmosphere that the B ALY
Administration of Palestine was initiated in the sum : :

0. The Coalition Government of Lloyd George appainted £
JEW Sir Herbert Samuel, who had been a Lib £
Minister, as the first High Commissioner for
ated territory of Palestine (including Trans-Jordar I
mhﬂemaﬂoqf.&dmplnmo the usual term, Gove: -1
the new type of Trustee authority. The choice of a Je .
ced dramatically the intention of the Government
ecute the policy of the Balfour Declaration, which, tho
yet formally confirmed by the League of Nations, had ; T
lopted bjrtheﬂhedrnwmupartofam ational’ |



slation. Withthen'n.pptwﬂhemtmdnmdmmml d
theadmnmstrnnumandmutedamufmﬂhmnm
Mﬂmmmmhnmmwﬂm
Mswmww, c;ymleatn
mn pring of 1921, accompanied
Arabia. At Cairo, andlntug!;_fmmiun he settled the
2 nftheﬁmhmmmtnwmnhmdepe:nﬂmuhad'

Hnnm&ptﬂdth:brmﬂdﬂectmmoftheﬂjgh 5-
ner for Palestine, nndmuvedai:wEugﬁahadesan&
. Frontier Force to keep the peace.
i # Jewish immigration into PatestmﬂfmmEmupehegan. :
.~ was on a modest scale; but it was easy for nationalists to
A biadmgmththennrythatthemhpmmuwwﬂ
ed of their land by incoming and infidel hordes from
OnMa.jrlst 1921, murderons attacks were made
immigrants at Jaffa, and for a few weeks the counb
thmbellmn What became a regular
ry Administration followed: A Commissior
utryunthgsputm-exammahnnuhhepu
a statement by the British Government.
torammeemmiwnmhmmtncheﬂ:
sh hopes, by an interpretation of the Balfour Declars

*The Jewish National Home" (it was said) “‘was
the imposition of a Jewish nationality upon-the mhab:
b n{Paicsh.m:asawhule,butthe i

, with the assistance of Jews in
the world, in order that it may become a ¢

o — e [ e i el B e
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... It is essential that it should know that
estine of right and not on sufferance.”

" The statement did not remove the opposition of the Arab
* national leaders, particularly of a Moslem ecclesiastic, th
Mufti of Jerusalem, who was implacable, and who for thirty
Bycarns ized trouble in the Middle East, At his instigation
~ the Arabs refused to take in the election of members to
‘2 Legislative Council; and the Palestine Administration was.
~ carried on by the High Commissioner as a benevolent autocracy.
- Yet for a period of seven years, 192229, Palestine enjoyed
seaceful progress. Lord Balfour, the author of the Declarat
' about the Jewish National Home, visited the country in 1
i to upmtheHahrewUnivﬂxityanermajm.Bythaxthm
vish ﬁpuh.ﬁnuhaﬂbwpdnphledﬁnmthebeginnhgu{

 Palestine Government for Arabs at the rate of one a v
exports of the were doubled, and 2 modern harb
as constructed at Hai
In 1925, Sir Herbert Samuel was succeeded as High Com
P4 by Field-Marshal Lord Plumer, a famous soldier of
~ First World War, and during his three years of affice there
no disturbance. It looked in 1928 asif the policy of fostering
sration behmﬂnhﬁnﬂ]mlﬂlth&twpmplﬁ
for self-government in a’ bi-national state, would
ssful. Each year the British Administration gave &
count of its stewardship to an international body set uj
League of Nations and known as the Permanent Mand.
mmission ; each year it could report steady improvemen
ntative Jewish body, also, the Jewish Agency |
, presented to the Commission a report on the
tres taken to build up the National Home. 1
_._In 1929, a small cloud appeared in the sky, and g
ap dly to a raging storm. Itathﬂ'ﬂmareligim oo

=

petween Jews and Moslems




Events mEumpeswufurmd however, more mpwd
ron hdgvelnpmentufthtﬂahmalﬂnm At the b
g o Igﬁ,HMHmdth:Nammmd wer in German
prmeed toenjnmemﬂaimputmtmuithﬁsm.
ys then living in the coun Jmmududed&m
: fﬂrmnfpuhhcan&pmf&mmalhfe nndltmdﬂrthﬂ
young generation would have to emigrate and find n
s. It was a hard time for emigration. Nearly all the globe
in the of the economic crisis, and the countries o
New World and the old closed their gates to refu
it :waathemehndmwhichthejmnmﬂﬂtm
for settlement. The immigration leapt up:
, 30,000; In IG34, 45,000; in 1935, mﬂy?ﬂ.om Lt
stinued at this pace, the Palestine Argbs in few years
baa.mmnnt}r Aﬁmthﬂjrbmstmtmtnnm '
d this time their resistance was more serious and s '
six months in 1936 they kept up amﬂm tﬂl h
heads nfthgnﬂghbuunnghmhﬁtatﬂsmdmeduluﬂm der
to, allow another Commission of Inquiry to come out from
England , explore the causes and suggest a remedy. This tin ‘:i
msaRoynlﬂmmmm

E lﬂﬂ Imot
m—opemtepgzthnhttlelandahmldbe
alitical areas; a tiny Jewish State, mustlx
i p]am whaethe}mhadﬁehwnsufﬁl viv
and their agricaltural settlements; an Arab region
'hﬁlm:mh'y wh:chwuuldbepmedmththeEm:rm
s-Jordan, and finally, a remnant of the British }
3 pndﬂ'Entuhmlﬂ tﬂmdnﬂejmian,ﬂethlehm
reth, the Holy Towns, a corridor from Jerusalem to the
mdtheﬂaenmpopulatedmnfﬂ:eﬂegm
lan, ﬂﬁmtnppmad,mmahmdnmd by
“1 1 thmﬂmmtnm

‘.




- p— '._'I"' y ':.I -'.LI"" L
'rilln::...?-..:‘ I..... v .‘ - _ ....-I el h.
but the Arabs violently resisted, and a‘ﬁ:‘.‘l
their revolt. cri
1938-39, forced the Br
ernment to placate the Arab peoples so as to assure, a0
of world war, a foothold for British forces in the Midd
ast, Failing in half-hearted attempts to get an agreed policy,
issued in May 1939 a unilateral statement of policy which
her restricted Jewish dew.lupmmt.pl'l:ﬁ! Handa&e sk
‘be given up, an independent, ominan A
& mmagmbn ti IWJcmhtmpmthaseﬂ "
ik S o T
' Arabs would be severely limited. Only in one-twentieth
the tiny land might they buy it. The blow was the hz
the Jews because the Hitler persecution was extended
~ Central Europe, and was becoming more and more piti
“The need of a refuge for tens of thousands was more u
- than ever. An extremist Jewish , frenzied with despair)
~ and believing that the British
to force, resorted to terrorism. -
- The first year of the Second World War, however, parado =
cally brought relative peace to Palestine. It put an end to
e years of Arab revolt, and checked Jewish agita
inst the Government. The Jews in the National Hom
ll':dl'.il.l; 'th.ﬂ.t ﬂ:ﬂ ﬂght 1 Hi.ﬂ.ﬂf was a m&jﬁuﬂ;
ir survival, offered a Jewish volunteer army to fight with
ies. The British Government, afraid of Arab reactions, v

portan

tinian Arabs, though less whole-hearted for the

, were quiet, and only a few responded to the call of

of Jerusalem, the arch-enemy alike of the Jews and
glish, for a holy war in alliance with the Nazis.

et politically the internal tension was unbroken.

endent Arab states—Fgypt, Syria, Lebanon, Trar

n, Iraq and Arabia—towards the end of the World W

e a league for mutual help, and had as one of
acipal aims the independence of Arab Palestine. The J

en by the massacre of 6,000,000 of their peoplein E

e free immigration into Palestine the war, a

':‘il‘_}llé:ﬂfdi- | g L .-":1 .-: el



Whentbnwendmﬂ,theEnghshLabuurP
i uﬂdurmg:tsmhndbemmﬂspokuﬂ;zgamed ¥

hﬂmmmﬁdmt ltwuu!dmmndmtﬂy'
dnurtothgsurmnrsinthe persons’ camps
ro The}"medmppomted. British Governmes
mumedfmmtymthekﬁdﬂlg&sttnmﬂ
veyed the position afresh. Yet another Commission ez
thelanduimqum this time it was half English, half
nerican and1tsrepurtmnddrmedmthatwn overn-
s, TheUmtedHaﬁunsDrganmhunmmtpt il A
: wastrea.tedasa]ohl
: of the Anglo-Saxon Powers. The Commission, afte
ewﬂmuemEmupe,Pa]&hneanﬁthnAmb
Jewish immigration L
ts to mﬁhpmnhaseoflmd.

apmnd British Trustee a

. Its report, muadmﬂayarﬁm!uﬁwudmtb}'

t by recrimination two Powers. The Jews
lstﬂdeiﬂttheudmnni T

campaign.
e mmﬂ’“‘iﬁﬁé’:‘é&f’wﬁ‘m were nf
repression. Then in 1947, the British

dﬂdlmk ﬂnﬂm DI
i mmdguﬂlronghth&thmﬂﬁtmlﬂf B .
tume:tmanmbemm:lbudy.wmt a m

- v
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" The report of the majority recommended q‘am'ﬁun of the
rustee Admini-

-

fnﬁlﬁdﬂmdmmmgfﬁeﬁﬂiﬂm.!

- country into Jewish and Arab States, and a

gtration of the United Nations for the city of Jernsalem which

: _ should be a meeting-place of the two States, ir
If the political record of the last ten years of the Mandate

was marked by frustration and despair, turmoil and strife,

__;_Ill " -I_ I"\-"'{_ e - _Iﬁ.: o _;' fq | 'i__.:T i i fl.'. i
S PALESTINE—IQTH AND 20TH CENTURIES 59

_the economic and social record was marked by achievement,

and by a development such as the country had not known
for centuries. During the thirty years of British rule, the =
population of Palestine was nearly trebled, and rose to nearly ==

1,800,000, Roughly two-thirds were Arabs, whose numbers

were doubled by natural fertility; one-third were Jews who

multiplied tenfold, mainly by immigration. The population of

Tel-Aviv had grown to nearly 200,000, and of Haifa to 150,000,
More than any country in the Middle East, Palestine possessed
a skilled industrial population coming from Europe, and

. factories were established. Electric power was gencrated,
. partly by a hydro-electric scheme using the fall of the Jordan:

. and Yarmuk rivers, and partly by fuel stations. A large oil-
" refinery was built by the Irag Petroleum Company at Haifa,

- which was the outlet of a pipe-line from the nﬂ—ﬁn{ds ;
The minerals in solution in the Dead Sea, potash, bromide and
_ esium, were extracted to become a source of fertilizers
‘and a valuable reservoir of chemicals for the Western Powers

during the war. Agriculture had been greatly developed by
both Arabs and Jews; and the export of citrus fruit had risen

{rom a million cases to 15,000,000, till in 1939 it was checked

: gthr war. Jewish agriculture and industry were organized

ough a system of voluntary socialism. A Labour Federation

of Iraq,

included over 150,000 adult members, formed partly in collee-
- tave groups, partly in co-operative societies and Trade Unions.

The cultural life moved forward in step with the economiic

development. The expulsion of Jews from Europe brought

~ many talents, intellectual and artistic, who gave a great
. impulse to science, literature and the arts. The Hebrew
- University of Jerusalem was a beacon of scholarship and science
. for the Middle East. A splendid museum of Archaeology was

b

built in Jerusalem. A Symphony Orchestra was formed from

. exiled musicians. So at the end of the British rule, Palestine,
though a country of strife and violent passions, remained &

land of promise and constructive energy.

%
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CHAPTER v
The Republic of Israel

N the Spring of 1947, a Special Assembly of the United
T - Nations was convened, at the qfthewhmﬁfmﬁ-‘
g E., w 1 '.-

ati es of States other than the Great Powers. There was 1N
te&um&nadnandﬁ‘umAmﬂia,butnut&mntﬁg—
ed Kingdom. The Commission was unanimous that he
should be brought to an end as soon as possible.
poliﬁmlpnsit‘iunuithemuntqrwf j
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~ The plan of the United Nations, apart from the resolution
for ending the Mandate, was still-born. The PBritish Govern-
- ment made it clear from the outset that it would take no steps
to implement any decision which was not acceptable to both
parts of the population. And as it was certain that the Arabs
" would not accept the resolution of the Assembly, that meant
that it would not help to enforce the solution. At the same
time, the other States showed themselves unwilling to take
responsibility for enforcing their resolutions. The Mandatory =
Government announced that it would leave the country in
six months, and withdraw its remaining troops within three
months after that time, In fact, it shortened the term. The
British civil authorities were finally withdrawn on May 14th,
and the last British troops left Haifa by July 1st, 1048. A
The last six months of the Mandate were a period of chaos.
Within two days of the voting of the Assembly in November
- 1047, the Arabs started violent resistance in Jerusalem and
- other places. The States of the Arab League announced that
they would fight the partition of Palestine to the bitter end.
. Bands of irregular Arab troops from those States began to
- infiltrate into Palestine, and joined with Palestinian Arabs in
attacking the Jewish urban quarters and rural settlements.
The Jews retaliated: and though the forces on both sides were
illegal—according to the Law of the Mandatory Authority
which claimed to be responsible for law and order—and
although British troops occasionally interfered when the =
position became very grave, no sustained attempt was made
by the British Administration either to put down the civil war
ar to hand over authority to Jewish and Arab bodies. And the
Committee which the United Nations had appointed to
?ﬁ:]pemte in these measures was not invited to Palestine! A
> effort of the United Nations and the Mandatory to |
. neutralize Jernsalem in the impending conflict between Jews =
. and Arabs failed. .
The Jews, however, were prepared for decisive action. Theic =~
leaders had announced that they would proclaim the Jewish
State immediately the Mandate ended. They were as good
as their word. On the evening of Friday, May 14th, 1048, the
- National Council assembled in Tel-Aviv under the Chairman-
ship of David Ben Gurion, representing both the Jewish
- “people in Palestine and the World Zionist Movement. "By »
- wirtue of the natural and historic right of the Jewish peugiv L2,

4
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proclaimed the establishment of a Jewish State in

they |
Palestine to be called Israel.

““The State of Israel will be open to the immigration of
Jews irom all countries of their dispersion; will promote
the development of the country for the benefit of all its
inhabitants; will be based on the principles of liberty,
justice and peace as conceived by the Prophets of Israel;
will uphold the social and political equality of all its
citizens without distinction of religion, race or sex; will
guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, education and
culture; will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions; and
will loyally uphold the principles of the United Nations
Charter."

The Arab inhabitants should enjoy equal r'ijg]hts. and an
appeal was made to them to live in peace with the Jews.
In the next days, the United States and the Soviet Union,
strangely allied in this matter, as they had been in the majority
go]icy at the Assembly, granted de faclo recognition to the new
tate of Israel. A Council of Government, comprising repre-
sentatives of almost all the political parties, was nominated =
with Mr. David Ben Gurion, the leader of the Labour Party,
as the Premier. Dr. Chaim Weizmann, who had been for many
years President of the World Zionist Organization and was
the principal architect of the Jewish National Home, was
chosen as President of the Provisional Council of State. Dr.
Weizmann was by origin a Russian Jew, but had lived in
England for over forty years, and pursued in face of
disappointments a policy of co-operation with the Brti
Government. An eminent scientist, he had been Reader in
Cbunistrﬂaat Manchester University, and by his scientific
research had made a notable contribution to the English war-
effort in the First World War. It was he who at that time won
the support of the British Government for Zionist aims, and
brought about the issue by it of the Balfour Declarationin 1917,
On the dr:f' following the Proclamation of the Republic of
Israel, the rulers of seven Arab States, Members of the Arab
- League, announced that they would march into the territory
~ to restore order and rescue the Arab population. Straightway
" the regular Armies of the neighbours of Israel—Egypt, Syria,
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down in the dedsion of the United Nations, They were joined
later by forces from Iraq and by token support from Saudi
Arabia and Yemen. It seemed inevitable that the smnll,thiﬁ

i volunteer force of Israel known as Hagana—
?fm Pe:fm—wuuld be overwhelmed. That did not happen.
The army and civil population of Israel had faith and courage,
unity of and of command; and every man realized
that he was Ehting for the life of the people.

The United Nations having iailem prevent war was
concerned to bring about a cessation of hostilities, in accordance
with the principles of the Charter. It appointed a Mediator and
observer, Count Folke Bernadotte of Sweden, who had done
distinguished service for humanity as President of the Swedish
Red Cross during the Second World War. He came out at once
to the Middle East, and by his energy, patience and resource-
fulness negotiated with the Arab States and Israel a cease-fire
~or truce, after the fighting had been waged for twenty-six days:

The first truce was made for four weeks. The Jews agreed, but
the Arabs refused, to prolong it. Hostilities started again on

uly gth. This time they lasted for ten days only, because the

ews in that short time routed the Arab forces and made them-
selves masters of the greater part of Western Palestine. Count
Bernadotte brought about a second cease-fire which was, how-
ever, frequently violated by one side or the other. The Jews
muhnuz-g to have the advantage whenever fighting was
resumed; and by the end of 1948, they had occupied all of
Galilee in the north, and nearly all the Negev in the south.

Count Bernadotte was assassinated in Jerusalem by Jewish
terrorists, but his place as Mediator was taken by his principal
lieutenant, Dr. Ralph Bunche, an American negro who had
been the secretary of the United Nations Special Committee
on Palestine. Bunche proved himself a njuﬁatur of extraordi-
nary skill—he was subsequently awarded the Nobel Prize for
Peace—and by his patient efforts delegates of four Arab
States in turn were induced to meet the delegates of Israel,
and draw up terms of Armistice to replace the cease-fire
agreements. The first of these Armistice Agreements was made
with Egypt in February 1949. It was followed by an Armistice
with the Lebanon in March, with Trans-Jordan in April, and
. With Syria in July 1949. Iraq withdrew her forces without any
formal agreement,
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immigrants. The efforts of lheUnitadH&ﬂmu.'mn

Conciliation Commission appointed in 1949, to h",ﬁ’ and
the Arab States negotiate terms of peace have hitherto failed,
because the Arab States are unwilling to recognize the fact of
can independent Israel, and to sit down at a table with Israel

The growth of the population of Israel, during the few

years that the State has existed, is phenomenal. It has more .
than doubled the sumber of Jews who were in the territory
in May 1948. At some periods the immigrants arrived at the
rate of 1000 a day; and in the year 1049, the total

‘immigration approached a quarter of a million. The bulk of
the Arabs who were living in the territory before 1048 fled
during the war, and are mostly refugees living in the neigh-
bouring Arab States. The quarters of the towns, the vill
and lands which they abandoned have been settled by the

* incoming Jews. Out of the former Arab population of 000,000,

" 180,000 only have remained in Israel.

l The war between the Arab States and Israel brought about
a violent transfer of population similar to that which happened
at the end of the First World War, when 2,000,000 Greeks

- were driven from their homes in Asia Minor by the victorious
Turks and found asylum in the Kingdom of Greece. It is similar
~also to the transfer of Hindus and Moslems between India and
Pakistan after the partition of that sub-Continent, a year

. before the partition of Palestine. While three-quarters of a
million Arabs fled from the territory of Israel and are refugees

in the neighbouring Arab countries, between 300,000 and
400,000 Jews, who were living in the Arab countries of the
“Middle East and North Africa, have come to the Land of Israel
-and established their homes.
The first wave of Jewish immigration into Israel came from
'Europe, particularly from Central and South-Eastemn Europe.

. They were the survivors of the Nazi concentration camps and

of the displaced Jewish population torn by the Nazis from their

- homes in Poland, Roumania, etc. Jews of the Soviet Union were

. not allowed to emigrate; and after some time the Communist
Governments in the satellite countries on the other side of the
‘iron curtain’ made difficulties for their Jews to leave. In the
last three years, then, the emigration from Eastern Europe
has been very restricted, and the principal wave has been from
the Orient. The Jewish communities in the Arab countries, in

. Yemen, Iraq and Syria, and in Egypt and North Africa,
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- represented old Jewish dispersions. Some of them dated
back owver zovo . The Jews lived in fairly happy
relations with their Moslem neighbours, although they were -

treated as second-class citizens, and, like other non-Moslems,
suffered certain disabilities. But with the surge of nationalism

between the Arab States and Israel, their position became &
precarious. The insecurity on the one hand, and a Messianic

yearning for return to the Holy Land on the other, led to the

exodus of whole communities to Israel from the Yemen im

Southern Arabia, from Iraq, Syria and the Lebanon. Smaller
groups came from Egypt and Turkey, Persia and India.

A trickle also of Jews from the Western Democracies, =
v
is attracted to the State of Israel. It is ‘composed partly of
idealist youth, partly of older persons who feel the call to take
their part in a constructive enterprise. During 1952 and 1053

Great Britain, the United States, France, Belgium and Holland,

the rate of immigration was tly reduced—to about one-.
tenth of the ﬂgtwse;anf 1051. R ..
The absorption of the immigrant mass is a continual strain
on the economy of the tiny State, which has very limited
natural resources and has to maintain large military forces in
readiness, It is carried out in part by a system of temporary
or transit villages, which are erected in all parts of the coun
and receive the able-bodied immigrants immediately on their
arrival, They provide rough accommodation in huts and tents,
gradually replaced by more permanent housing. Those new=-
comers who have not a skilled trade or a cailing, to which |

they can turn, are employed in public works, building roads,

-

among both Arabs and Jews, and with the outbreak of war® &

£ e

-

i

afforesting the hills, digging irrigation channels, etc. The
Government of Israel aim to make the country as far ags J

possible self-supporting in food, and for this purpose a pro-
gramme of agricultural settlement on the land abandoned by

the Arabs is systematically executed. Roughly one-quarterof

the Jewish population is settled in rural areas; and modem

methods of mechanized agriculture and schemes of irrigation

oo

are being rapidly introduced.

Fa

-

At the same time, ind absorbs the greater part of the " 4

.

old and the new inhabitants. In the period of the Mandate the

Jews devel a vast co-operative organization of agriculture, =

industry and transport, without the intervention of the State,
by the free-will of the workers themselves. The principal

-

J e
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building and contracting enterprises, many of the bigge
factories, and almost all the internal transport are con
by one comprehensive Labour Federation. Included in it are
a multiplicity of co-operative and collective societies, for
‘agricultural settlement, marketing, credit, housing, etc. That
organization remains in the State of Israel; and 15 the most
ul political and economic element of the country.
evertheless, the Socialist Government is concerned to attract
‘private enterprise and private investment, particularly for
every kind of industry. It realizes, and the Jewish people
realize, that the task of ingathering the dispersed m the land
of Israel can be accomplished only by a partnership of the
ewish communities of the world with the Government, and
a combination of socialist and individualist economy.
Substantial relief of Israel's strained economy has come
since 1952 from another quarter. An agreement was made
Bétween the Government of Israel and the (Western) German
Federal Republic for the payment of reparations by Ge
on account of Hitler's destruction of millions of Jews and the
forced migration of thousands who have been settled in
. Israel. In the amtumn of 1951, the German Chancellor
Adenaver declared that his Government was anxious to
negotiate with Tsrael for the payment of material compensation
for the wrongs done by the Nazis. In the following yeardelegates
of the two States met in Holland, and an agreement was
ultimately signed in Luxembourg. Israel put forward a total
claim for one and a half billion dollars, of which one billion
was due from Western Germany and the rest from the Eastern
Zone. The Federal Government agreed in the end to the pay-
ment of a sum of over 800,000,000 dollars over a period of
. twelve years. The payment is being made in the goods of
Istael's choice. Germany in this way will supply a substantial
of the capital goods and the raw materials, steel, iron,
etc., that Israel needs for the absorption and settlement of
the immigrants who were victims of Nazi oppression.
Conditions of life for all the inhabitants of Istael are hard:
ﬁa&s are continnally rising, and the housing is still inadequate
; the newcomers. What is lacking in physical comfort is
compensated by the lively cultural activity. Literature, musie
and the other arts flounish. The building of the nation has
released all manner of intellectual and artistic energies, and
all classes enjoy the sense of taking part in a creative enter-
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prise. They are acquiring a new way of life and 'arieirhw 2
~aswell as a new home, and above all they are captai their
souls. Though only a section belong to the religious parties:
and are observant of the traditional law of Judaism, the mass
have a conviction that the return is a fulfilment of the Messianie
prophecies.

One of the remarkable cultural achievements of the Jewish'
return to the land has been the revival of Hebrew, the la :
of the Old Testament, as the living tongue of the people. Ina
single generation a hali-dead language of prayer, learning and.
literature has been transformed into a spoken tongue, used for
the expression of every branch of thought and for every
activity, and inspiring a varied literature. That result is due
to a combination of idealism with practical necessity. Hebrew
is the link between the Jewish past, present and future; and
the groups of Jews coming to Israel from all parts of the world
needed a common lan '

They spoke different tongues in their native lands. Those
from Central and Eastern Europe spoke Yiddish, which &5
basically a German dialect of the Middle Ages, but written in
Hebrew characters. Those from the Mediterranean countries
spoke a Spanish dialect, Ladino, which was brought from.
Spain when the Jews were expelled in the fifteenth centurny,
and also written in Hebrew script. Those coming from the
Moslem countries spoke Arabic. The smaller groups from
Western Europe and the Anglo-Saxon countries brought
French, German or English. Nearly all of them knew some
Hebrew, and so Hebrew was the natural language for Israel,
Every form of literature and journalism in it fourishes. Tt
helped this remarkable development that in the Mandatory
Administration Hebrew was recognized as one of the three
official languages, with English and Arabic. The Laws and
Regulations of Government were published in it, and it was
used as a language of pleading in the Courts. Necessity has
been the mother of invention of new words,

Israel is a creative society, brimming with faith and energy,
as it is brimming with material and economic problems and,
spiritual difficulties. The mass of the people believe that this |
is the hour ;:'f their nation's destiny. To weld the diverse
groups together is a great task of social engineering. But the
strong bonds of the past, the common pride in the present, and
the common faith in the future, are powerful unifying forces.
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Jerusalem

fIN 1953 the people of Israel celebrated the three thousandth
anniversary of Jernsalem as a Jewish city. The period is

= reckoned from the year when David captured the stronghold

from the Jebusites, and made it the capital of the Kingdom

© of Judah. The date may not be exact, but it is near enough.

And we can still picture that exploit in spite of the countless
destructions of Jerusalem. David's men under Joab scaled a

' subterranean water-course or gutter to take the fortress, as it
. ISrecorded in the Bible (2 Sam. v, 6 & 7; and 1 Chr. ii, 6).
" Then David built ‘round aboot’; and the bastion, Millo,
' which he constructed, is there to see almost unchanged. It
* was uncovered by an archaeological expedition in the early

wears of the British Mandate, and is a national monument.
The world tends today to think of Jerusalem as a shrine

‘of the three universal monotheistic religions, Judaism,
- Christianity and Islam. The followers of the three faiths look

to it as a Holy City. But in its early history it was a site for

- & fortress, chosen in that bare limestone plateau of Judea

" because of its natural

strength and of the springs which burst
from the rock, and which are still there. It has a dramatic

sething on the platean, on the edge of a wide platform,

R /2500 feet above the Mediterranean, thirty miles away to the

west, and nearly 4oo0 feet above the Dead Sea and the
Jordan Valley, twenty miles away on the east. Jerusalem is

- cut off on three sides from the surrounding country by sheer
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* ravines. Four small rocky peaks rise close together on the
_platean. Three of them have become famous in literature and

Jn religions song: Zion, Moriah and Olivet—the Mount of
Olives. The fortress of the Jebusites, captured by David, was

not on any of these, but on a lower knoll called Ophel—that

means a hump,
Five hundred years before David took the citadel of the

T ';{_ﬁusite-s, the site of Ophel was occupied by the Egvptians.
" The diplomatic correspondence of the Pharaohs of the fifteenth

3 " eentury B.C,, which was unearthed fifty years ago in Egypt
 in excavation of the capital of the reforming Akhenaton,
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| includes a letter, in cuneiform script, to the Foreign Office of
Egypt from the Governor of Jerusalem (Urusalim). The
Governor was in trouble, and wrote: sl

“Behold this land of the City of Urnsalim: no man aids
me, no tribe supports me. Lo, it is done to me as was dong

to M and the sons of L who have given the King's land to™ = =

the Habiri."" T
Some ingenious scholars think that the Habiri are the ©
Hebrews who were invading the land at this time undér ﬁ',_
Joshua. But it was the Jebusites who occupied the fﬂﬂrﬁﬁ!ur -

when the Egyptian power declined: “and the children of W
Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who inhabited
Jerusalem™ (Jos. i, 21), The Hebrews occupied the plitean
around the fortress; and it may be that the Hebrew name, ©
Yerushalaim, which is a dual form, refers to twin cities that =
existed then, as they exist again today. e
In 1953, by one of those fortunate incidents that constantly =
occur in the land where willy-nilly you tread on history,
evidence came to light of an Egyptian and Philistine occupation’ ==
of Jerusalem in the twelfth century B.c., some 200 }"E‘-‘Ltﬁﬁki'ﬂ_nj*,il' y

King David's capture. A teacher of agriculture in a school of @ ==

suburb of the aity took his children to the school’s experi- S
mental plot. The children were removing stones from the g
soil when he observed a ‘funny’ stone. It turned out to bea

g =

chipped scarab with a seal deeply cut and legible. The seal =
bore the cartouche of a Pharach of the twentieth Dynasty. The ..:_'.{r'-‘-
founder of that dynasty, as we know from Egyptian i errr
tions, defeated ‘the people of the Sea’, who are believed to
be the Philistines. He settled them in the southern part of the
land, which for 2000 years has borne their name. The seal may e
have belonged to one of the officers of this Philistine colony;,
for it was found in the Vale of Rephaim where King David
defeated the Philistines and crushed their power, so that they
. never appeared again in Jerusalem. (s
The expedition that uncovered David’s Fort uncovered
dlso on the same Hill of Ophel the ruins of a synagogue of the i
first century of the Christian era. A Greek inscription named
the builder, Theodotus, son of Vettienus, and mentioned that =
- the hospice, chambers and bathroom attached were for the = =
. seof Jews from abroad. It is the only Jerusalem Synagogue—
o ’ Mg
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' hﬂu:ltheonly;;’nagoguu in Palestine—of which we have
“trace, of the period before the destruction of the Temple. The
- pame of the founder’s father is Roman, and suggests that the
father was a freed slave, who took the master’s name, We know
that many such freedmen in that age of a vigorous Jewish
mission to the Gentiles became Jews. It has been sugpested
that Vettienus was a famons money-changer, referred to in a
letter of Cicero, and the Synagogue is that of the Freedmen
referred to in the Acts of the Apostles {vi, g). Be this as it may,
the inscription shows that the synagogue in the first century
was a place of study as well as worship, and attached to it were
hostels and bath-house, |
The City of David was built around the spring of pure
~ water that forth by the Kidron—or Jehosophat—Valley
_ under the scarp of the hill. The spring has been called by the
Christians for centuries the Virgin's Fountain. A subterranean

. passage runs from it below part of the Holy City to another

m@ Siloah, of which Milton wrote: “Siloah's brook that
; fast by the oracle of God." There is no doubt as to the
time and the way in which the tunnel was constructed. The
. le records that it was made in the reign of King Hezekiah
‘of Judah (c. 700 B.c.), during the invasion of his Kingdom by
- Sennacherib with his Assyrian Army. Of that invasion anoth
English poet, Byron, wrote his famous ode: “The Assyrian
came down like a wolf on the fold.”
King Hezekiah built the tunnel to carry the waters from the
mﬂg which lay outside the walls of his fortress capital, to
enclosure of the city, so that those within might have to
drink, and the invaders might not cut off the life of the
- defenders. A tablet, 2700 years old, was discovered some
- Seventy years ago in the tunnel, and records the actual making
of the tunnel. The inscription in Hebrew runs thus:

"Behold, the boring is completed. While the excavators
were lifting up the pick each towards his fellow, and while
there were three cubits yet to be bored, there was heard the
voice of one calling to another, for there was a crevice in the
rock. They rose up, they struck on the west of the boring,
pick to pick, and the waters flowed from the source to the
pool for one thousand two hundred cubits. And thres
quarters of a cubit was the height of the rock above the
heads of the stone-cutters.”
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The inscription records simply and touchingly the joy of
the two working parties, approaching from the two ends of
the tunnel, at the success of their work.

After David's ramp and the tunnel of Hezekiah, the most
certain relics of antiquity in Jerusalem are parts of the walls
of King Solomon's Temple. Mount Moriah, which is the Temple
Mount, was levelled by King Solomon with the labour of tens
of thousands of men, so that it had no longer the appearance of
a hill. On the huge square platform he built a sanctuary, which
was the pride and glory of the people of Israel, and was counted
by the Gentiles as one of the Wonders of the World. A part of
the outer wall of his Temple and of the two later Temples—
one built after the return from the captivity of Babylon, and
the other by King Herod in the first century before the
Christian era—is a famous Holy Place. There through the ages
the Jews have come to pray; and it is known as the Jews'
Wailing Place. They themselves, call it more simply The
Western Wall. (Since 1948 have been excluded from it.)

Apart from this Wall, the whole of what was the Temple area

is a Moslem Shrine, and is called by the Arabs Haram Es-
Sherif, meaning, the Noble Sacred Place. L
In the deep ravine of the Kidron, below the eastern wall of
the Temple area, are a group of ornate tombs, which date from
the last century of Jewish independence. When they destroyed
the Temple and the Palace of Herod, the Romans left these
monuments to the dead. In the Middle Ages the most impressive
of them were ascribed to famous characters of the Bible,
Absalom the son of King David, and Zachariah, the Prophet.
But in our time the archaeologists, more sensitive to styles
and periods, have proved that they belong to a much later
age, when Hellenistic influences were powerful. In the last
century the archaeclogists restored to view other famous
sepulchres of that first century of the Christian era. They had
been buried for ages bencath mounds of rubble and ruin from
the Roman destruction. Those who found this group of
sculptured tombs thought that they were the burial-place
of the Kings of Judah. More critical examination has shown
that they pertain to a royal house of a later age. They are
probably the tombs of the family of the Queen Helena of
Adiabene, a principate of Mesopotamia. The rulers adopted
Judaism in the first century A.D., when Jews were ardent
missionaries in the Middle East. Josephus, the Jewish historian
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of the first century, tells how the Queen venerated Jerusalem,
and built there for herself and her sons tombs with pyramids
Euﬁqm‘:fﬂs. Bk. xx, Ch. 5). The pyramids have disappeared;

¢ tombs remain.

Not far from the "Tombs of the Kings’ another group of
sculptured tombs in the classical style have long bome the
more apt title of the Tombs of the Judges. Tradition and truth
are here at one. For these are the burial-places of famous
Rabbis of the Sanhedrin, the supreme tribunal of the Jewish
state in the days when the religious law was also the civil law.
The tombs have given the name of Sanhedria to a grow:g
quarter of Jewish Jerusalem in the north-east, which suffe
much in the siege of 1948, being then a kind of no man’s land.
~ Beyond Sanhedria, again to the north-east, and at present
within the area of Arab Jerusalem, is a rock-hewn to
traditionally ascribed to Simon the Just, one of the famous
Jewish sages of the third century before the Christian era, the
time of Alexander's conquests. He was among the founders
of the Great Synagogue which preceded the Sanhedrin as the
seat of authority. It is about him that the writer of Ecclesiasti-
cus, the book of the Apocrypha, wrote eloquently (Ch. 1): ;

“'It was Simon, the son of Onias, the great priest, whoin =
his life repaired the house, and in his days strengthened the
Temple. . . . How glorious was he when the people gathered
around him, at his coming forth out of the sanctuary, As
the morning star in the midst of a cloud, as the moon at
the full, as the sun shining forth in the Temple of the
hiuﬁt High, and as a rainbow giving light in clouds of
glory.

The present walls of the old city of Jerusalem, which havea
circuit of two and a half miles, are not very ancient as uthrm '
&iﬂ this historical land. They were built by the Turkish
~ Sultan, Suleiman the Great, who ruled in the time of Queen
Elizabe > th L.e;ﬂut fragments of the older walls of the Jewish
city, built before and durin g the struggle against the Romans'
. in the first century, are visible in many parts of the old and -
- new town. The so-called “Third Wall’ to the north, built by Nd
King Agrippa to protect the suburbs shortly before the siege,
- is the best preserved. The Temple itseli—and the walls which. ety
- Were its defence—were utterly destroyed by the Romansin

i, -
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" A.D. 70, And after a second desperate rising of the Jews under
-ggchha, in the second century, the city of Jerusalem was

razed to the ground, and its name was blotted out.

A new Roman city, with the Latin name Aelia, from which
the Jews were excluded, was built by the Roman Emperor
Hadrian. (That emperor built the town in Northern England
which then had the same name, Aelia, but we know as New-
castle-on-Tyne; and he built the Roman Wall to keep out the
Picts and Scots from the Roman province of Britain.) The
Romans sought to blot out not only Jerusalem but also the
memory of Judaism. On the site of the Temple they erected a
temple to Jupiter Capitolinus, and on the place where the
Church of the Sepulchre was to rise two hundred years later,
a Temple to Venus. The main gate of the city in the present
circuit of walls, which is known as the Damascus Gate, and
" marks the beginning of the Great North Road to Syria, 5
called by the Arabs Bab-el-Amud, meaning literally, ‘The
Gate of the Pillar’, because a column of that Temple stood
just inside the gate. The name has been preserved, although
the pillar was removed 1000 years ago.

t the beginning of the fourth century Christianity became -
the religion of the Roman Empire, and Jerusalem was again an
important place. The Jews, however, were only permitted by
the Christian rulers to enter the city one day a year, on the

\ anniversary of the destruction of the Temple. Then they might
pray at the relic of the Temple wall. Christian churches and
shrines were multiplied from the time of the pious Christian
m Helena, the mother of the first Christian Emperor

tantine. She was an English princess, married in the

Roman province of Britain to the father of Constantine. She
built the Church of the Sepulchre on the traditional place of the
burial of Christ, and a Christian basilica on part of the area
where the Temple had stood. That basilica remains as a place
of worship, but transformed into a Moslem mosque known as
El Aksa. Beneath it are vast substructures, traditiondlly the
Stables of King Solomon, and used by the Crusader Knights for
tethering their horses. You may still see the mangers and the
tethering-posts.

When the Arabs conquered Palestine in A.D. 636, they
‘allowed both Christians and Jews to shave their places of
worship. They renamed Jerusalem "El Kuds El Sharif’, meaning

the noble, holy town, and it has borne that name among the
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the Mosque of Omar, was not built by Omar the
ﬁwr. or in that century, but a hundred years later by one of
-the Omayad Caliphs. It is properly named the Dome of the
Rock, and is built over a huge slab of rock in the Temple area,
. Which is reputed to be the threshing floor that David bought
from the Jebusite, the place of the Altar in Solomon's Temple,
and also the place where the Patriarch Abraham was offering
his son Isaac till he was stayed by the Angel. It is one of the
most beautiful buildings in the world, an octagon surmounted

a copper dome. Its outer structure is of porcelain tiles that

in the sun.

Through the Middle Ages Jerusalem was no city of peace,
- but the centre of strife between Christians and Moslems, the
Cross and the Crescent. The Dome of the Rock for a century
was the Church of the Templars. Finally, in the thirteenth
century, the Christian Barons and Knights were driven out
by Saladin; and thereafter Jerusalem was under Moslem rule
unbrokenly till it was occupied by General Allenby with the
British Forces in 1917. Christians, however, were allowed to
. live there, and many difierent Orders of monks and the many
Christian Churches, Eastern and Western, had their places of
worship and institutions in and about the city. The Jews, too,
had their synagogues and houses of study. They cherished the
faith in their return as a nation. Three times a day they prayed
for it, and every family of their communities, scattered over
the world, repeated each Passover eve the prayer: *“Next year
in Jerusalem."

The different Christian Churches engaged in endless
. disputes about their rights to the Holy Places, which were

scenes of the life of Christ within the city. The wrangles were

most bitter between the Eastern or Orthodox Church of the
Greeks and the Russians, and the Western Roman Catholie
or Latin Church, which recognized the supremacy of the Pope.
The final schism between the two Churches had come in the
eleventh century, about the time of the Norman Conquest of
England, and was never healed. Disputes over the Church of
the Nativity at Bethlehem led to the Crimean War between
Russia on the one side and the Turks allied with France and
England on the other. By this time the peoples of Europe were
taking a deep interest in the Holy Land. The Jews, too, were

coming to the land in larger numbers: and gradually becamea

N
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majority of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. could no longer

live in the confined Jewish quarter of the Old City within the

Walls. With the help of a munificent English Jew, Sir Moses

Montefiore, who had been Sheriff of London when (ueen

Victoria came to the throne, anddevutedhisl#;mthaw&ﬂ;

being of the Jewish people, particularly in Palestine,

were able to build new quarters outside the Walled City. In

each of these quarters a Kentish windmill, modelled on the

mills of the county where Sir Moses bad his home, was

erected for grinding the corn. .

Of the European Powers Russia was the first to set up big
hostels for her pilgrims outside the Walled City. The earliest
was on the site of the Camp of Titus, and that hostel is today
the seat of the Supreme Court of Israel. The Russians were
followed by the French, the Germans and the Italians. Till the
First World War the English took a very modest place. They
owned only a small Cathedral Church outside the walls, a
missionary Church in the Walled City, and two schools. But
after the occupation of Jerusalem in 1917, they established
the centre of their mandatory administration in the city, and
began to multiply government buildings and to lay out new
suburbs. One of the main avenues which they constructed is
known still as King George Avenue.

The Scotch Professor, Sir George Adam-Smith, who wrote
a celebrated book on Jerusalem in the latter part of the
nineteenth century, described it as “aloof, waterless, on the
road to nowhere”. That is no longer true. Jerusalem, under the
British Administration, was linked with the rest of the country
' by railway and by good motor roads; and pipes were laid from
the coastal plain to bring an adequate supply of water to its
inhabitants.

The League of Nations Mandate for Palestine contemplated
the establishment of an international commission which should
examine the vexed questions of the Holy Places. That purpose,
however, was not executed: because the nations and the
Churches could not agree about the composition of the examin-
ing body. So matters were left as they were, except that the
Jewish and Moslem rights at the Wall of the Temple-site were
defined by an international committee, appointed by the
League of Nations after the serious troubles in 1929 between
Jews and Arabs.

During the thirty years of British Administration the city
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was extended, mainly by Jewish enterprise, of its
old limits. Today thgﬁuburbs stretch over a mitiﬁm
miles, and they are continually spreading further. The descrip-
tion in the Book of Psalms: a city “built all compact together"’,
still applies to the old town within the walls. It does not apply
to the new town which sprawls over hills and valleys. To it the
words of the Prophet Zachariah are more appropriate:
*Jerusalem shall be inhabited as a town without walls, for the
multitude of the men therein,”

Three notable buildings were erected outside the walls
during the period of the Mandate, and add greatly to the
cultural life of Jerusalem. They typify the character of the
modern city in which the old dominant religions interests are
supplemented by a larger cultural activity. They are the
Rockefeller Museum of Antiquities, given by a munificent
American to be the treasure-house of the archaeological finds
which are constantly unearthed in the Holy Land; a vast
building of the Young Men's Christian Association, also an
American gift, which is designed as a centre of physical and
intellectual recreation for the youth of the three religious
communities; and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem—with
the University hospital—which rises on the Hill of '
g:';;l of the ridge of the Mount of Olives to the east of the city,

hill is full of historical associations from ancient and

modern times. On it Titus was encamped in the siege of

Jerusalem A.p. 66-68, Below the ridge to the east is the vi
of the prophet Jeremiah, named in the Bible Anatot, and
today Anata. The buildings of the University adjoin the
British War Cemetery with the graves of 5000 men who fell in
the war of 1914-18. The University is designed to be a centre
of higher education and research for all.

Since the creation of the State of Israel, however. the Hill

of Scopus has been cut off from the Jewish cil?-, because it is.

within the Arab lines. The buildings of the niversity were
heavily shelled during the first month of the War of Indepen-
dence; but the area was demilitarized in June 1948, during

the first cease-fire, and placed under the protection of the

United Nations. It is occupied today by a body of Jewish
lice. The provision in the Armistice terms for an a ment
ween Jews and Arabs, by which the University Eru?idmgn

should be restored to their cultural purpose, has hitherto been

frustrated. And the University has had to make shift with a
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" ‘;fﬂm 7 4 buildings in the Jewish
section of ; o
The d{sdsiunntg! the United Nations about the partition of
Palestine into a Jewish State and an Arab State provided that
Jernsalem—together with Bethlehem, eight miles to the south,
- and a few villages—should be an international area under the
trusteeship of the United Nations. The Jews at first accepted
that solution, however reluctantly; the Arabs from the first
resisted. And immediately after the British left Jerusalem in
May 1048, fierce fighting Was waged in and around Jerusalem
by the Arab and Jewish armies. Indeed, the fierce fighting for
the approaches to the city had been waged by irregular forces
of the two es during the last months of the British Admini-
stration. The Arabs, whose villages commanded the heights
above the road to Jerusalem from the coast, endeavoured to
cut off the inhabitants in the Jewish part of the city from all
supplies,and so to force surrender. But aftera desperate struggle
the Jews captured the chief Arab fortress above the road,
Kastel, which had nearly 2000 years earlier been a Roman
fort and garrison (Castellum). And though the old Jewish
quarter within the walls of the city was taken by the Arab
Army and destroyed, almost all the outer town, including
1ts Arab as well as Jewish suburbs, was left in their hands. The
Jews, having secured their part of the city by their own efforts,
were no longer prepared to accept any international régime.
Nor are the Arabs willing to give up their part, which has been
added to the Kingdom of Jordan.,
Unhappily it has not been possible to negotiate terms of
Peace, or even to provide for communication between the two

rigidly separated. The citizen crosses the barrier at his peril.
The Old City within the Walls is stil] “a tangle of narrow
streets and dark arcades”: as an English R Commission
described it, “still indomitably Asiatic”. Tts main street runs
from the Citadel of David, a relic of the ancient fortress of the
bees and Herod, by one of the eight gates of the walls,

to the former Temple area. It is a long stone street, cobbled
and descending by steps. No wheeled vehicle can pass it, but
camels and donk s carTy the merchandise to and from the
Cavernous shops, ah'islndnuwirhthnmntotmﬁecbecing



,tﬁhnthnstun,theﬁrmmmn mdthc]’muh.'l‘helut‘
‘completely &mtmyndmtheWnranndependence a.ndnuj
mnwhvmgmn
B Thcceatmuftheﬂhm:tmnqumtermthe{lnmhnl -'-."
uiuly Scpﬂ:hrem;:nwh:hﬂlthedﬂe;nm:hﬂmmﬂh ’
- have their jealously guarded section e conrtyard
a3 ;&mnhmthetamhnfmeu!thc&nndum_gu_
. England, who was a signatory of our Magna Charta.
h‘ﬂmrchuftheSepulchre,aawehwesm.mhmitby e
Qi Do e e e
. present church was built in of
. Jen . Much of that medieval

: Churchto St. S 's Gate, whicl

'thuuuﬂutfmmﬂ:mutytutbnh[mtuf on the east, :

“tntthmdtnjem:hn mmmthunmwmbb]udstmet.
-.t -nmﬂgd‘if'm]}olnnm—thnt is, the Road of Suffering. A

i thntstreetjmtradmumu?barethe&nsshm Vs
. the Stations of the Cross are each marked by a religi
 institute belonging to the Orthodox or the Latin or one o
II ~ Eastern Churches."One of them is another Norman chu
_ ~ of St. Anne, built by the Pool of Bethesda (John v.). St.
Stephen’s Gate is named after the first martyr of the Christian
r._, ,, - Church. Outside the Gate, and at the foot of the Mount o
;q ﬂlrmnntheeast is the Garden of Gethsemane, whm;i]mi

_., . reputed 3000 years old,
}-1 ' churches have been erected
' one modern and ornate by the
' erious, with seven gilded
ian) Church. The Mount of Olives
liry tower built by the Russians i
ﬂnmmpmmt for their
Emptratheyﬂnckrdtuﬂ:le
Mount was one of the holiest







fri: Bakad and
pan Hille
v ol the

where
preas hed
Ser Chy 1X)




of Antiquities. It is placed
the northern section of the city, on a
mnyarchnmiummlemedﬁms
i a&mmmhﬂhm:ﬂdtﬂthﬂf’ﬂ.iﬁhﬂehwnfﬁnhq ities, .-
tbuﬁuvurnmmttulmﬂpmyﬁnde[h:stml i
the Museum is a treasury of
of the history of the land, Externally, t
to its content. Every detail of
mswkﬂmtmthlumgmebym Eng
rchitect, Austen Harrison. The two main galleries are grou
.-..- court with a tiled pool in which grow re
nkhmGﬂ]ﬂeE.:l'he walls are decorated ¥
d\!ﬂimtmnuIPblEtmt

um;ndlygmwmg
_ spiritual centre of the Jews of the world,
‘nﬂlnsthemp&tnlntyni Israel. Cultural institutions
* multiplied in it, just as religious institutions were multip!
- in the old city.
Atthzamuthmvmrynftbe}:wﬂutjaﬂmvm L

f(:mtrb—stzll in te—was opened on a north-western
‘hill for national international gatherings. It is built
m:mru:lm planewhereunoethemthhgmnmmpad
thl:dnstmcmnufths'rempln. nsottheIAﬁ
* found on the stones when they dog the foundations.

e of the new Jewish Jerusalem, wh:d.lwllll:umpnm
mistries and residences of the President and Prime M
Isrnd.hasbeguntommmaﬂ;ummgntem
tathemthwiﬂbethﬂmbuﬂdmgofthn Heb

et of Jewish B
V1 utheHmseo[thn?’meyard[Betanm] and itis
- _1mnwnnd1md.'1'hethud known as House and Garde




82 ISRAEL AND HER NEIGHBOURS

of fresh suburbs. And it is an illustration of that inuity

history, which is without end, that in 1953 the Israel r-

ation Society, uncovering a small Tell in the midst of the =

latest-built suburb—Bet Mazmil—found a ‘high place’ with

| ?;E'iii:lcia.l relics which dates from the time of the E'mgdum of
ah.

The most striking and the most beautiful monument in the
fiew Jerusalem is the burial-place of Israel’s honoured dead.
The body of Herzl, the creator of the modern Zionist move-
ment, was removed from Vienna to Jerusalem in 1949; and his
tomb is built on a knoll of the western ridge, which commands.
an expanse of the Judean hills and is now called Har (i.e.
Mountain) Herzl. Below it are the graves of the men and women
who fell in the War of Independence. They are laid in the
terraces of the hills and are fragrant with fiowers. Beyond that 3
again is a green memorial for the 6,000,000 Jews who were
exterminated by the Nazis, The Martyrs' Forest of millions off
trees will stretch away from Jerusalem to the foot-hills tem”
miles’ distant. 3

Jewish Jerusalem, in its western expansion, has already
absorbed what was the Christian village of Ain Karim, the
reputed birth-place of John the Baptist. The holy site was
endowed with monasteries and convents of the Orthodox
Church. The monks and nuns terraced the hill-sides, and made
them shady with olive- and almond-trees.

The Arabs, for their part, have developed new suburbs
gatside the walls on the eastern side. Their area has 8o,000
inhabitants, half being refugees. The supreme need for the
well-being of Jerusalem is peace between Jews and Arabs. The
present rigid separation of the two populations is perverse, 4
daily irritation. The plan for an international government and
an internationalized City as a Corpus Separatum, bolnn.giﬁ_
neither to the Arab nor the Jewish State, has slender hope
fulfilment. Both Arabsand Jews, however, are willing to accept
an international autherity which will assure the guardianship
~of the Holy Places of the three creeds.

' Jemsalem is the centre and symbol of the Jewish renais-
sance. Just as in the nineteenth century Italians could not
conceive of a revived Italian nation with any other capitall |
but Rome, so Israel cannot conceive of a Jewish State withany.
other capital but Jerusalem. For Arabs tooit isa point of pﬂ .
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CHAPTER L .
The Coastal Towns
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sand-dunes to the north of that eity. During the First Wi
ar, at the time of the British military occupation of Sou

alestine in 1917, it was still a small suburb with 3000
' habit: ts.Bul‘.tfterthﬂﬂrﬂhﬂnEEt
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m the older city in size, wealth and enterprise
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world. It has no historic core. Its -----r

, cubist. Its principal business street bears the name of
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passed to and from Jerusalem. T
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‘beantifully situated on a rocky promontory which rises 150
nbuvgthasea its houses clustered on the terraces of

h poet wrote of it 100 years 'a perfect
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‘and renamed it J

Winds. It became,

~ Hellenisti citg. i

~ ' Judah the Maccabee and his brothers captured it in the

second century .c. from the Hellenistic Selencid Kingdom
years it wasa Jewish Port, “a ha

} of good works", He stayed in the house of Simon g 1
- Tanner—which is still shown.
A Jewish cemetery of the early centuries A.D. was unes
- outsid mdm]aﬂa.ﬁehw"ﬁfmmmegmve-&tm i
mainly in Greek, but some in Hebrew and Aramaic. One
Greek is on the grave of the President of the community
- Tarsns MMWMMWMWt \
~ linen merchant, may have been bringing his merchandise
. __'..." Jerusalem. : f =
~ Jaffa in the Middle Ages was one of the chief harbours ef
Crusaders. A fierce struggle for it was waged for 150 y
sh Crusading King, Richard Ceeur-de-Lion, defe:
i anﬂthemhm oumjatﬁinngz.-ltswﬂls
OV ,ma_'n? 1 fall y m!l“ﬂ'i“g Ll
ar , Baibars, razed it to the ground in 12068,
ve out the Christians. e
" In the nineteenth éentury Jaffa was revived as the port of =
‘Southern Palestine, and was linked with Jerusalem by
The seaside suburb of Edinburgh is called Joppa.
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viv had another great advance. The Jews resolved t

i ild there a jetty and a quay, so that they might be i ..-;

ent of their neighbours. Neithef Jaffa nor Tel-Ayiv

by nature for a modern harbour. But Tel-Aviv adjoins”
_muuthoh perennial river, which could be adapted for th

- The River Yarkon (Auja), sixteen miles long, flows -

m the foot-hills of Judea to the sea three miles north o
fa, and the mouth is now within the borders of Tel-ﬁvir
cent excavations of a mound, Tel Kassileh, by its ba
ve revealed the foundations of an ancient Ca.nnnm‘le nd

B Philistine city which was destroyed by fire in the tenth centurys
B ,C. On its ruins the Israelites built another city. These finds

ply the modern all-Jewish town with a title-deed of respect

able antiquity.

_ Throughout the period of the British Mandate, Tel-Avi
_Jaﬁawethemupaluntmsohmmmd industry.
ey remain that today in Israel, and are united in a single
Han'nft}mjemshmtmnalmshtnhmhnm i
el-Aviv. Amﬂng them the Federation of
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remain dedicated to their new pmpme. Most of
ign legations remain in Tel-Aviv, because the Fo
P ce of Israel was there until the summer of 1053, and
States do nutmcngmze]wuhjamalﬁnasth:mpihl

Tsrael.

, Tel-Aviv owed its rapid growth in g
‘part to its ‘the natural centre of the trade,
are: mund} a was as one big orchard, owned l:m‘3
‘and half by Jews. The orange was brought to the Mid.

m India by the Portuguese in the early days of the settle

- nt of European merchants. We first read of it as gro
mmd Jaffa in the eighteenth century. It is a curious exs
f the fortunes of names that the Arabs call the ¢

p,andmhshtutﬁ' * for it.)

The rivalry between Tel-Aviv and nﬁzhn!‘-m.-.ed,
“they are one Jewish town. In the e for independence
mﬁhfﬁmﬂs even before the British Mandate had come

d, made themselves masters of the Arab city, and the
ﬂm Arab inhabitants took' flight. A large part of
5” er has been occupied by incoming g Jewish immig
f-‘ ‘I‘.hejm.om population in the combined towns about
y are Arabs; the rest are Jews from every part of the wa
Haufa however, today, and not Tel-Aviv-Jafia, is &
T upalportuf immigration. Its Hebrew name means
 and it has a splendid natural situation for that purpose
\occupies the southern end of the Bay of Acre,
tered from the winds by the heights of Mount Carmel,
all about it. In antiquity Haifa was not so famous, be
the port of the Egyptians and the Phoenicians, as o
Greeks and the Romans, in this part of Palestine was
[Accho) atlthe nm-l.hmmd:;th Bawhltc'nl:elt:: miles a
Tt Inmtn & 5ea, en made
:,, vuure]d,wu:tsundumgmmudﬂn eag
cond tmns and today it is only a small fishing port.
b The huturyufgmba:ktuthn d.nysbefm
Children of Israel were in Palestine, It:.#.menumedm
Egyptiar mmnmtsamungthetom that the’
pnquered in their campaign agnmsttheﬂ&ntﬁ.ibunt
]aﬂa.ithemm:a]?huemchnuty andmlmnw

Ty
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Aﬂzrtheﬁamkmnqumt ,*“:ﬁ e
ved the Greek name Ptolemais, ml:u:muurufoneuf
mies—the Greek dynasty of Egypt—who ruled Pales
thndmmyn.c St. Paul refers to his stay there on |

Tyre to Jerusalem (Acts xxi 7). It was the
nfthe rusaders, and a great place of maritime trade
200 years when the Genoese and the Venetians had th
onies in the Latin Kingdom of Palestine. Marco Polo o

* Wenice, the prince of travellers, visited it in 1271, on his way to >
‘China. In those days the Christians added the name of 2

istian Saint, and called the place Samtdm-d'ﬁ__
ing two centuries Palestine was to Europe what America
to it in modern times, the magnet of the adventurous;
nd it held in the commerce of the world much the same p :--

as theBnﬁshIsl:shddmmndmhm as a meeting-point

EmnndWeﬂ.ﬁmbmme important again in 1_

port and fort, having been rebuilt by
lﬂmm.ts]-Paﬂm th:Buthtwha Napoleon.
Thewh:tesandnitheﬁayufﬁmh&shem ous for the

M kine of glass from the days of the Phoenicians. It was by &

sr—Belus, it was called in —whmhrnm:ntn_
ydmetuthctmanﬂmmnd the sand that, a

7 to tradition, Hﬂmﬁxstdmvﬂedgimbyhghhnga '
ﬁ;udmgthes matter in the embers. Today a glass

fac! ory is working in the Bay. Another remarkable invention i

cribed tnﬁmmmlnlﬂjz,the}?.ﬂpmm Ih ahim lnl-
of Mohammed Ali (see p. 46) was besieged there by
forces, a cannon-ball th C '
}n-huhhlﬁ —which the men of the Egyphn.u Atmy
smoke. An ingenious soldier used the ‘Dutch tubes’, whi
ained the powder for the gums, as a wrapper for the
,andsnmadetheﬁmtugamtt:s.ltﬂmd hat

: Oliphant, a _romantic Englishman who settled i
cigarettes into English society. ;

g tmnntmehﬁﬁpanufthzmtminthmiftm?

Haifa began to precedence as a port over Acre. Before th

'hndbmfamnusrurits&m!itellm , placed

way up the mountain, above the town. The site is traditio t;,.

'plmwhml‘:li]a.hdweltltishumuﬂar ias—St.
; but the Monastery itself, by the traditional cave ni'
srmdmm.mmﬂui"l‘hchroithe&u e




L

int is crowned by another Monastery, of ! ' 1

] ng'; and is traditionally the site where he called down the .
lightning on the priests of Baal. 4
. The Order of Carmelites was formed in the twelfth century i
by the Crusaders. They knew the place as Caiaphas—confusing =
Haifa (French, Caiffa) with the name of the High Priest in the vy
‘time of Jesus, or with Kephas, the Greek name of Peter. Before !
the Crusades Jews were allowed to settle in Haifa by the _
‘Arab Caliph of Bagdad, and stood a siege of the ==

 Christian in 1100. During Jewish occupation
‘became the favoured burial-place, because it was in the terris
s of the Children of Israel, while Acre was not. The medieval g
1 was destroyed in a battle between the Turks and §
chieftains in the eighteenth century. But the site i
soon reoccupied, and Napoleon’s invading army held it during :
115 EiﬂgEﬂfﬁ.EI'E. & o
. The first modern European settlement, which bro
Western ways and Western enterprise to Haifa, was of '
German sect of Tem They came from Wiirtemberg -'
‘the Holy Land in the latter part of the century to lead a mare
" Christian way of life, and placed their chief settlement on the ’
‘promontary of Carmel. Today they have all left, but their i
willage, now occupied by Jews, is the most beautiful suburh i = =
: . ]nwishsetﬂm‘smmeand ailt L
aarters by the sea and on the slopes of the Carmel. They built
alsoa T, College to train architects and engineers b
Today the Jews are the great majori g N
They number 150,000, and they ing 4
nth by month. Of the Arab population, which numb .
0,000 before the State of Israel was created, only Goo
i Aagthusetﬂmtufadiﬂmntﬁndinﬁaih,mﬂnhn n
Acre, isa jous community from Persia. Over 120 years ago
@ m@% reformer who proclaimed a Iu'-- salis _
: ing was martyred in Persia. One of his discip as, 9
i , and then was imprisoned by i he i
fortress of Acre. Eventually he was released and made his home |
in Haifa. Known as Baha-Ullah—which' means the glory of
he called on all peoples and their rulers to establish
g€ religion, just government and international peace. His

- . ¥
= ' T e i



es-::-f the founders of the -'_,;.
, are buried on the Carmel mountain, above am
mhﬂPemanGardmhasmehntad andash.rme built
Ahhshaﬂmxgqthevﬁnnuiﬂaifzasagrmtdty'

"In the future, the space between Acre and Haifa w
bebuﬂtup.anﬂthetwuutmwﬂlnlasphnnds. becomin _'1-
_ the two ends of a mighty metropolis. The semi-circular bay"
- will be transformed into a noble harbour wherein the ship
of all nations will seek shelter and refuge. Theﬂum
- civilization and culture from all nations will be brough
'hgretnblmdthe:rﬁ'agmm" i

. His vision is on the way to fulfilment.
~ Herzl, the founder the modern Zionist Movemen 1_.-
pisited Haifa in 1899, mdhadamﬂa:mnun[thecrty'
: ,hnmluarnmanmabuntthejmshﬂmhepurm
5 future as a port:

“Great ships lay anchored in the roadstead between
" Acre and the foot of the Carmel. Massive stone breakwater
- made the harbour the safest and most convenient pm't
the eastern Mediterranean. Every kind of craft, flying th 3
ﬂagsufaﬂnalmm,iay sheltered there.” -

Hiammalsuﬂonthenytnfulﬁhnmt _
. The British Administration of Palestine set about the
onstruction of a modern harbour at Haifa. They re =--=-
themnlargeueannwhmhthey:rmtﬂdqmp ar
; es, and built a new main street, "Kingsway'—now
pamed Streetoﬂndependm—inplamu{thenamw s
of the old Turkish port. Jewish enterprise

a considerable {OUMW in A.mmr:ﬂ.. '
ai on, incl

area with man;r factories of hemry ami ight




5 Taid

“to carry to the sea the oil over 600 miles from the well

mountains of Iraq. The pipe-line has
iy gewﬁhﬁrnh\?nr.bmmtheﬁnbu
Jewish immigrants all the way to Acre.

also today the principal station of the little Navy

ut new industries are being multip .‘ii_:

of its Merchant Marine, The latter is rapi -uf‘

g, and in 1953 counted over 150,000 tons of shippin;

ps of Israel bring a large part of the immigrants
'vzhementermgPaleshnemnmlgqﬂ A Marine School
been established in Haifa, and is attached to the Techr
College, Th:Rmeerhnn which is called in the Bible “tha
;_sn nndmmafewmﬂmuurthanmfamto h

ot

, has been canalized so as to enlarge the harbour & ;:i

---
. The old town of Acre rises at the end of the Bay in &

] 2 pearl-like point. The green dome and the minare
principal mosque, built in the early years of the ninetee

; Wmthemn%mmhudnmhﬂaﬂstodaya i

sh-Arab town

walls of the medieval fortress is mainly Arab; the new g
with tree-lined avenues outside the walls are

h immigrants. The centre government is in a fortress-lik
ice barracks by the sea, one of some eighty strongholds

e centre of narrow streets within the

were built by the British Administration, during th

\ Arab revolt of 1936-30, in the main towns of Palestine and ai
e principal junctions on the highways. The Jewish settl‘ -
~= stretch away to the north of Acre, along the fertile
: and as far as the frontier. That is a high chalk
hngthewh.ltedlﬁsolmm and is called "The La
mm The other side of the frontier is Syria, which, in
. aﬂartheHehmwmmonym—-Snr-—the Dhoer
-'-_.‘- a few miles to the north.
south from Haifa, new vi by the sea are
multiplied all the way to Tel-Aviv and J are fishing
agdcuitmﬂvﬁlagesnithe]mhsetﬂmﬁ mdmvml
them are planted around places famous in ancient and m
f e road that runs from tah:mgthe
- tnEynnlsthammfamus of conquering
mmies. It was known of old as ‘the theSm.—-—-
mhﬂn—qn&alongitmﬂmdth:ligphmsmd




pageant of history visible as in th

Lo
ggings of the ancient sites strewn by that road.

“We can trace, for example, the whole civilization of man at

& small place on the coast, fifteen miles south of Haifa, named |

In the days of the Mandate a board at the raily
on at Athlit announced: ‘For the famous nsader

stle.” That castle—of the Pilgrims, as it was known in the
e Ages—rising on a ntory from the sea in a rugged
of ruined towers walls, is the most i

0 as a quarry for the stone for building the ha

e Government Inspector of Antiquities, who made a su

the caves before the q ing began, discovered re,
d a mass of relics of the Stone Age, a carving of boné

‘tepresenting a bull-calf and beautifully executed. The dis

led a group of four English women archaeologists ta
ry out a thorough investigation of the caves. In a neighbour-
area they had found a treasure of palaeolithic industries, of
e ealiest Stone Age. (One of the four women, Miss Garrod,
er became the first woman fessor at Cambridge
ersity; another, Miss Hopkins . J tta Hawkes],
written enchanting books on the story of ) Their
cavations revealed a number of skeletons of primitive man,
least 100,000 years old. In other caves of the Stone
discovered traces of a civilization of about 6000
ding perfectly formed tools of flint, sickles and o
ficultural implements. The culture is called by the 3
gists Natufian, from a valley in this region where the ca
re found. The coltivation of the soil was practised ir

estine in that remote age; and nowhere else in the world i
snzlchclea:indimtinuuftheaﬂypmgrmnfmtu he
L] aj_‘ts‘ -
remarkable feature of the skeletons is that, as th
OO .hnmmﬂlﬁ' lount
el man—between most primitive man—which we call th

anderthal, after a valley in the Rubr area of Norther



j preh.isturicage mah—:dgchetwum
Taces Andnullkﬂyﬁnttbahmspm as distinct from’ 3
he Ape-man, came to Europe from or through Palestine. =
~3 Themvnt:mnlaTﬂi—thatm,ammdwhchmm
" ancient site—at Athlit has revealed a cemetery of the eight=
eenth century B.C. with bodies and ormmaments of Egypti
and Phnmmu&fawﬂsnmybytheshmmm
another rocky promontory the rounded columns and th
tn!sainﬁmd:l‘m;ﬂe.nnﬂmthmtmmthltsstage
°’m&“ﬂm’“""m§‘m“” '
eys. a y statue o ite
zoddess, of the classical school of the fifth century s.c.,
---- 1tubr.lwadﬂmtnsetﬂnmentnf&tknmnsmnﬂ h
come to the Phoenician coast. We know from one of the
writers of the fourth century that the Athenians had a trad
st at Acre, 20 miles to the North.
~ The castle at Athlit was the last place in which the Knig
m;ﬂnrhdduutaﬁnthefallnf]mmlammdaf&m
finally driven out in the year 1291, during the reign
ing Edward I of England. A little later they came to
Htahhﬂled themselves in that corner of ..L... ns
5 thich ]3

today by

in Jernsalem. ]
ehstﬁftyymthejmnbseﬂlﬂumthas en
umdthprebstmnmmanﬁthemui 8
du&sﬂmﬁbegmwrthanagncultmﬂwﬂag&nn _
,tuwhidxismwattmhedatunpurnqrvﬂ[nge!nr 0 .
sands of new immigrants. Salt-pans are laid out in w
d been malarial marshes; and the salt which supplies Is

ptadlmdbyempwnnmuitham-water By the side
.---a- pansamhannchnflmﬂs}hvy Andah'ilmg lage P
| Jews from Salonika—formerly an important centre of
=;- wish enterprise in the Levant—is planted by the sea. A' '
military camp, used in the Mandate period to intern “ille
,-ﬁu-ua tion centre for those who
pghtfu tothaoumtry joining it is a sad modemn
e theﬂtst&gﬂcﬂtmlﬂmmtﬂﬁmtmum Pales
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Bat it was being used for purposes of British Army Inte
" Soin this little space the ages meet, prehistorie,
‘medieval and present. The Jews are restoring the fertili
the soil where their ancestors ploughed, and building a fish ing
‘harbour where another Semitic people had their haven 3000
‘wears ago. They are the link of continuity. 5
Ten miles south of Athlit are the ruins of a greater harbour:

The place was the chief town of the Roman province of
“Palestine for 500 years after the destruction of Jerusalem in
‘the first century. Here was Caesarea ad Mare (by the Sea). It

was built originally by King Herod in honour of his Roman
' Emperor-patron, Augustus, It was in those days a town of &

\quarter of a million inhabitants, part Jews, but the greaters
‘part Gentiles, and was known as Little Rome. The ruins of

Theatres and Temples and colossal statues are strewn for
miles about the fields, and other statues have been found in
the sea, including one in porphyry of 2 Roman Emperor of thes
third century. Air photographs have traced the plan of the big
gity; and the remnants of two aqueducts, built by Herod, car
be seen amid the sand-dunes. Pontius Pilate and the latés
Roman governors resided there; and St. Paul was brought
there before the Roman Governor, Felix, and was img isoned
for two years. Caesarea was one of the principal seats of thes
Christian Church in the Holy Land for some hundreds of years,
before Jerusalem became the Christian metropolis. It cc =
ponded whhtant&rbmyinknn&gland. s
= In the third century, while the Empire m;mnn, -3

Christian philosopher, Bishop Origen, had his | thera:
and was martyred. Like many other historical places on the

it, it was occupied by the Crusaders—the pious French
z St. Louis built a castle—and the circnit of their medieval
s remains. In the latter part of the nineteenth century the
made an attempt to colonize the place with Basr ans
remained under the British Mandate. Today a Jewish
z village and agricultural settlement—called glend w3 O
ra—is planted amid the ruins. And a Museum ©
pities found in the region has been built by the settlen
yﬂraddstcihtrm,smerﬂmmedmm_"
It bears the name of another martyr, of cur own daysy
._: '.u|.| Al sﬂlﬂl. ﬁ,pﬂm, member ofthﬁ‘l-"mﬂsl‘-.ﬁhﬂﬂ '-!..: =



"Egypt again extended her sway over it; and later Herod,
 With great magmﬁccnne Today sand-dunes have buried m;

P 5 fmmTeLvamd]a.ﬁn to the g

fron er by Gaza, the Coastal Plain is dotted with famous n
whnt were towns of the Philistines: Ashdod (the Ars

_ud} and Ascalon, Ekron and Gath and Gaza itself. Ashdod,

“Which was a resting placcnf Israel’s Ark of the Covenant, and
000 years later became the important Hellenistic te

zotus, is now the site of a ruined Arab village, and has r

. emvated Bi:t the site of Ascalon is strewn with Hellen:

ic columns, and is being systematically explored. Ascalon
s historic meeting-place of civilizations for more than 250 9

5, from 1400 B.c., when it is recorded in the Egyptia
umenb, to A.D. 1300, when it was destroyed by

tian Sultan Baibars. The celebrated inscription of r__-4 ;

oh Merenptah (1250 B.C.) runs: “'Ascalon is carried o
is seized: is desolate without seed.” (See chaptes

* P- xsyjmePMHmmhﬁldhsm!mandau coast till

v were taken into captivity by the Babylonians.

ter-builder of cities, who was born in Ascalon, rebuilt it
-thn ancient ruins, But the sacred pool of the Philistin

W]}entheﬁ!ahsmnquﬂrul the Middle East, Ascalon
an important trading city, and Jews were perm:ttedt
mlt A famous S -Jewish traveller of the twelith
, Benjamin of Tudela, found there 200 Jews bes -»j

300 Samaritans. The Crusaders had another of their harbou
_{Am,!un but in the thirteenth century tma.ndha.r

destroyed by the Saracens, and for 600 years the site

dﬁertad In our day a group of Jews from South ric

settled amid the ruins, have begun to build a new

o ._-mdnnmpuﬂmmmeﬂegev.TMymhymgxt

0115 ymﬂlkﬂﬂm&davmuﬁ;hkﬂntuwnm%l};l Ty

Natal. In the neighbouring town of Migdal-Gad

of Arab weavers—the main factory of Israel for irr
plpwmﬂtnblﬁhed. J
mtﬁeﬁhmgmm the town where Samson
and his Philistine captors, lsﬁ:-rntm:r-.
btz pmmfmm&ngmrthnhmdmnynd



o n Army, and 200,000 A D 1 1
parrow strip around the town, Before the First World W
the port of Southern Palestine, and during that war it

eat part destroyed by British bombardment. It has never:
ered : but in World War II the British Army built in the
hbourhood vast camps which are now places of refuge for:
the Arab fugitives. 3
" Sir Flinders Petrie, the pioneer of scientific excavation in’
Egypt and Palestine, celebrated in 1g32 his jubilee year as an
archaeologist by exploring a Tell a few miles south of
present Gaza, and revealing a wealth of primiti gypt
treasures. Tel Ajjul, meaning the Mound ises fifty
feet above the River (Wadi) of Gaza, which in the summer is
‘dry-bed and in the winter may be a roaring torrent. The
mound covered a city of fifty acres, many times as big
ancient Jerusalem, and there were the ruins of habitation £
. 1500 8.C. The main city was of the Semitic Hyksos,
‘had their fortress and their bases in this borderland be
stine and Egypt. The streets of the city were pres
sath the soil and the sand, as perfect as those of Pomp
Naples. Houses opened on to them on each side;
ina [1ing thﬂplﬂmmth.ﬁmuﬂfi .ﬁth DALNTOO
water-jars still intact. There were of pottery, 50
beantiful with pictures of birds and cattle, others decora
with geometrical designs. In the courtyard of the palace w
the graves of the warriors with their horses. The human ba
was placed at the bottom of a pit, and the skeleton of a ha
as on the ground-level at the door of the palace. The ho

was the revolutionary weapon of the Hyksos and
maatﬂynngypt.l'hmghthg:ekumin i
ings, they were ra

the She the Equestrian K
. A few miles to the east of this Tell, a hi
‘above the River of Gaza, and was also explored by Flindes
‘Petrie. The Arab name, Tel Djemmi, was changed to Jimmy's
“Hill by the British Army, which held the place as a stro
'point in 1917. Excavation proved it to be the Gerar of
‘Bible, where Abraham pitched his tent and made a cover
‘with a Philistine Sheikh (Gen. xx). The hill was 600 fect 1
nd zoo feet high. Its most striking feature was a series 0
granaries, which would hold corn sufficient to feed 100,000 i
for two months. They may be compared with the granaries s
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CHAPTER VIII

The Judean Foot-hills

udmhﬂls known in Hebrew as the ‘Shefela’, that
el.nwlands.werethecmdleafﬁcbmwpmph
h wemtno themnuithencturynl]mhuaom €
ings nfmemmmtmm&vﬂhgﬁ,andnfthe
ggle of the Maccabees against the Greek armies over 2c
s ago. In our day hawbeenth:tﬁhnggmmdfur
ny of Israel in the War of deis
aign in the war of 1948 was the ttleufthnrna.d h
s throug thmfmt—hﬂlstnmthemattajuumm
qught,dnnngth:h.atmnmnthsuftheﬁntuh
ﬁrst!wnmmthsuftheﬁtntenflmr_l,tnnm the
‘siege of Jewish Jerusalem. The city was attacked and b ‘-.-
"J :redbythe!&.mharmaﬁnmmuemdm—mth
mtonlymmmmm heroic efforts, could th
: mhiarcu,hasednnafew] agricultu.ta]vi]hgﬂ
4. foot-hills, keep the way open for the food convoys, ¥
~must sustain the 100,000 Jewish inhabitants of the city.
the main road being under constant enemy fire, they had :
B ght to fashion a new track, TthmduECw&ge'. His

» and archaeology ha the ages :
lnu'-ll Dfl Et:;.'lg mmmg

~ road from the plain to th teau, was the aim of the inva

and the of the

- Wewill the history of two fortresses often mentioned
theBlblemﬂlnsh-atethﬂmm wnreumntedm
.mh&fmtth‘th | War in the Tur

” loration was of the -f'
ess city of Gezer; not to mnftmdwﬂhﬁamuf
: istines, though it is not far from it and was also a Philistin
- stronghold. Itmdarectedbyl‘mfmﬂmlmtﬂfnr Lh
Pales Fund in the decade 1goz-1z. t-'.'
er site was known locally as Tel Duweir; but, v
ated in the thirties, mpmwibcjundn&uuhtto
th Biblmll.anhmh. Tlmtﬁartrmtmmmtlmd ¢
in the Bible, in thngsBmks of Joshua, Kings am

1]




Km arinh ]
b}'the&ﬂsyrlan ngﬁmna:hm*b in e
, and Hezekiah sent hmunbmytnrt -
a peace. It was one of the last cities to stand z st
B uchadnezzar, the Babylonian conqueror, in the inva
*of Judea 100 years later, which led to the first captivity; and
" it was resettled by the Jews after the return from the

- Cap
' i mamhamlogﬂuhadbeenmchmgfurthem
Lachi !urtwgammhom,mmm: 859 Sir Henry Laya
ﬂhﬂumedntmmtﬂimwhatabintremrdmgthemage
_._p_,;'--_ fthetmbySmn.a:hm.b
grut pioneers of H.lutme
ﬂlmthndcrsPEm.
e mound known as Tel ¢l nntfnrf:umTelDlmﬂr
_{.. fnai—hﬂls.ﬁ.ndﬂmhdmhﬁmlmuwmgmemﬂy
_'nu mound of Hesi bore many indications of Canmmte
Hebrew occupation, continuous for centuries, and extend
.1Il'l o pmudmrdﬂdmtheﬂih]emﬁ!tmm
L . But there was nothing decisive in the results of
L Bx vatmn no inscription, no pottery marked with a nams
except one cuneiform tablet of t ¢ Assyrian period.
- OneofFlinders Petrie’s disciples, the late Mr. J. L. Starkey, =
_ 1: t doubt, and years later was struck by the appearance of
' e muund,named'l‘eln::wmr a few miles awa gm:l i
; anny intuition he believed that here he might he
I.m:h:sh and he convinced two munificent of
acology mEngla.nd Sir Henry Wellcome, theﬁadnf ':I'
, and Sir Charles Marston, &
ng industrialist, tngweh]mthemnsaftrymg. He
2 mkin:tgsz and continued it till 1938, when he wa
t .',_'."""-""‘ thﬂﬁmh.thmmmmhngnmstthe 0 -'lll-r'! !




anuﬂinermmedHosha,whnm ing an
Fllll nﬂ!thﬂflm and addressed them to his -
_manding Officer, the Lord Yaush, in Lachish. The name
-achish appeared not onl mmufthﬁtdupﬂchmbut 0
-inscribed on a stone { in the excavation. So here, wi “...-
~doub msthnfmtmoil.a:hmh.ﬂuetm,mdwm
. written in the Phoenician Hebrew script of the period before
. 'ﬁzeﬁle and&ntdmthmﬂmntyaﬁ:wyﬂnbdmjﬂyn e
L] ymroitlf:l.aduh'uchmufj wethe firs
._1_ VEMLCLLET -JI u i

‘tmgsnfantqmtywhmhhnvemmedm ulyl.mmL
Sunmufthedﬁpatdmsmtbythauﬁtﬂmthe st
CETTIED amﬂ

hands of the

izingly there is not enough to connec!
certainty with the Bible Prophet. The unnamed prophet
; 5 dmihedas'thg&nrn! Kiryat Yearim' (City of Forests),
nd scholars have inferred that the outpost, from which the
: atches were sent, was in this hill-town that lies on the road
..: m the coast to Jerusalem.
_..{1---- afm-th:rlmkmthth:stmy
~ Jeremiah about Uriah. On one of them it is written: “To thy
v&{thaxu,thsmmnnderuftheoutpnst] it has been ta
- wentthnmmmanduufthn .n.urn_
'mmetn Iuthc]i‘ﬂ:lehonknfthﬁ?m ;
told how “King Jehoiakhim sent men into Eln:

. the son of Akbiba, and others with him. thejriet.
mtm‘gyptmdbmughthmwm , who slew him
1':- and cast his dead body into ='-:
COMTITION Fﬂp{t" &hﬂhﬂhﬂ.ﬂwm Hnﬂ e
sherds were found tuguthermagnntd-mum,thuy

-
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: ~ THE JUDEAN FOOT-HILLS - 101
~used by the commander of the fortress as evidence in a
. mulitary trial in which he judged the ‘enemy of the people’.
‘When the city fell, and was razed to the ground by Nebuchad-
‘mezzar, the material was buried beneath the burned debris;
and so this record of a court-martial in the crisis of the war
between Judah and Babylon has been miraculously preserved.
In the debris were found also a stone seal with the name of
Shebner, and a clay seal of Gedalia, *who is over the House’,
that is, the Lord Chamberlain. Shebner, the Scribe, is men=
tioned in the Book of Isaiah (xxxvi, 3), as companion of King
~ Hezekinh when Sennacherib, the King of Assyria, having
captured Lachish, summons the King of Judah to surrender,
And Gedalia was appointed to be the Governor of the captive
territory of Judah after the last King, Zedekiah, was taken
isoner to Babylon (2 Kings xxv, 22). It may be that in the
ﬂiﬂ struggle Gedalia was the Governor of the fortress, and it
was to him that Jeremiah was committed for custody (Jer. xl
and xli). Pious Jews still mourn his death annually. ;
Besides the sensational potsherds, the Mound of Lachish
has given up rich treasure to the archaeologist. Four pottery
ewers and a censer were found, in different levels and of
different centuries, but all of the second millenmium. They bore
tic or Phoenician alphabetic script. The writing has not
been completely deciphered; but one of the inscriptions
declares a gift to three Canaanite deities. It provides a link
between the religious cults of Southern Canaan, in the period of
the Hebrew occupation, and the cults of Northern Canaan,
which we know as Syria. A brilliant light was shed over that
ancient civilization hly the finding, by French scholars, a few
%ears before Starkey’s expedition, of a Library in the buried
Temple of the lost Phoenician port of Ugant, in Northern
Syria (see page 159). The Library contains hundreds of cunei-
form tablets, cut on clay by a wedge, and some of them areina
syllabic script which marks the stage from picture words to
alphabet. The Syrian finds together with the jars and potsherds
- of Lachish, have established, beyond a peradventure, that
writing with a pen was a regular form of record from the
middle of the second millennium. They have established also
that there were constant economic and political relations
- between the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean.
The most recent finds in Ugarit comprise hundreds ‘of
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of the Hittite Empire in the fourteenth and

ies 8.C, The documents are indeed in five different s
eight different indicating how internati
the life on the Eastern iterranean sea-board, then
. One of the tablets, not hitherto interpreted, is in

an script of the Greeks, which has not given ﬂi"
" A bronze dagger, found in a tomb at Lachish, which is
ated asat the end of the Hyksos dynasty of tj 1600-1550

me together, was the country where the transformation
was made
~ The finds at Lachish have given, moreover, a living picture -
i the::tanﬂmdalﬁleuithe&mmﬁtemdju&mutm OVET
Pperiod of 1000 years before the first captivity. The 1000 years
oV the eighth and ninth dynasties of the Egyptian Pharachs
- Who ruled in Southern Palestine from 1650 to 1200 B.C., and
~ the whole course of the Hebrew State from 1200 to 600 B.C.
Lachish was only a small town, on the highway from Egypt to
yTic mdn;:dwithinwﬂhnfwhinhthcﬁrc:ﬁtiﬂmthm-'
Yet the tombs and the single Temple of the Egypt:
od have gi w;:rgﬁdufartandofbmﬁfﬂm nship.,
des j o and semi-precious stones, which is
mon in other sites, a series of scarabs and seal rings co .

gn. In one 'ﬁursbytheTman.ﬂu‘;inuiuf
lles leaping round a ; in a third lions rampant. The
hmmhxpufuﬂ-ismmnndlmel.uﬂ;gim'
Mﬁaﬂmﬁdﬁl&ﬁmwbﬂ-_
. flourished in the ‘fertile crescent’,
Hutlmviv_idis ' i




~goods intact. There was a pottery shop and a stall of oil a
- wine in which were jars bearing the r Judean stamp. The
 are marked with the Hebrew words: "For the King’, and with
* the names of Hebron and other towns. The jars represent the =
 tithe paid in kind, as has been done in the Land of the Bible =
till the British Mandatory Government changed the tithe for
- a commuted land tax. The wine-store contained a picturesque ==
iner, formed of a gazelle's head dotted with holes, who

st have been used to suck the wine, as we use a straw.

. together with a large limestone vat for dyeing, and a fragn
of a wooden beam that had escaped the burning. And
‘was 2 woman's beauty parlour. . R

~ It may be asked how the different levels of excavation of -

. these ancient sites are dated. And a word must be said on this

~ One of the revolutionary facts in the archaeology of ou
~ time is the dating

* most indestructible substance of human art, and it is also
“ most abundant. It mi break into a thousand pieces,
. does not disappear or disintegrate, like paper or parchm
| It is, also, the most mobile substance; and the mariners an
ants of antiquity over land and sea carried with

T pots and jars. So on all ancient sites, both overgro
i , pieces of pottery with different mark

Lachish has given ed wealth of both kinds of
ord. On the very last day of the excavation, before the work

to come to an end, the workers found on a stone of @
Hight of steps a sketch of a lion and thaﬁrstﬁw]ettmut
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tion, the earliest example of these letters in their order.
| e romance of the discovery of Gezer by the archaeologists

| is as exciting as the romance of Lachish. And it was one of the

first examples in Palestine of thorough scientific excavation
which has laid bare layer after layer of civilization. As
Professor Macalister, who dug the site for the Palestine
Exploration Fund, has put it, the Tell or mound is like a set of
book-shelves. In the top shelf you find the record of the last
‘inhabitants; and below it you find a record of the manners and
customs of earlier eras, till finally at the bottom you reach the

~ earliest civilization. Here was the habitation of cave-men of

the Stone Age. Gezer is frequently mentioned, not only in the
Bible as a fortress of the Canaanifes and of the Philistines, and

. then as part of the dowry of the Egyptian princess whom King
. Solomon married, hur?hn in the books of the Maccabees as

r

the citadel and palace of Simon, the brother of Judah. It is
recorded, too, in Egyptian monuments, and in the Letters of
Tel Amama, referred to above. It had, however, disappeared
from memory for centuries, and there was no Arab vi , OF

- deserted mound, in present-day Palestine bearing the name,

In the latter years of the nineteenth century, however, the
brilliant French Archaeologist Consul, Clermont-Ganneau—he
who found the inscribed stone in Hezekiah's water-tunnel in
Jerusalem—read in an Arab history of the Middle Ages the
story of a Beduin raid in the Plain of Sharon. The raiders were

; ﬁ:sued to the Mound of Jezar, between Ramleh and Hulda.

had the intuition that Jezar was the Biblical Gezer, because
its location in the foot-hills of Judea fitted. The intuition was
amazingly confirmed a year later when, searching in the
district, he found an inscription on a rock, within a mule of the

mound, which he had provisionally identified with Gezer. The

- stone bore on one side a Greek name, and on the other the

F i o

Hebrew words, 'boundary of Gezer’. The mound on the
adjoining foot-hill was occupied by an Arab village, called Abu-
Shusheh, with a castellated building. That, however, was not

L2 ;...,.__.

a historic monument but a country house built in the nine-

teenth century for a banker of Jerusalem.

It was some later that Professor Macalister began
. that systematic digging of the mound which he carried on for

ten years. And he gave one side-light after another upon the
Bible and post-biblical history. Starting at the bottom levels,

-
gbd A

S

~ Hebrew Alphabet in their correct order. That is, without
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: hgdﬁmvuad a subterranean water-tunnel, like that beneath
. ancient Jerusalem. It must have been made by the Canaanites

or the pre-Semitic Horites for some purpose of securing the
water from the spring deep down in the limestone for the
inhabitants in case of siege. The descent to the tunnel is:
nearly oo feet, and is carried by 8o steps. Then Macalister:

found traces of animal and human sacrifice, and of a spee- '

tacular High Place. The seven erect stones, which formed the
centre of worship, were still intact, and they were the most
perfect example of a Canaanite shrine yet revealed. We may
compare it with the Stonehenge of England, though it is com-
paratively tiny. In these lower levels, too, he found many

" scarabs and other relics of the Egyptian occupation. One of
| the scarabs was of the Pharach Amenhotep of the fifteenth

century B.C. (1411-1375), who is believed by many to be the '

Pharach of the Exodus. He found, too, many figures of

Astarte, the Goddess of Canaanite worship.
On a higher level he found two cuneiform tablets in the
Assyrian script recording contracts of sale. They are both

. dated by scholars as of the seventh century B.c., and on one of

them the name of the vendor is the Hebrew Nathaniah. The
use of the Assyrian language would seem to show that the town
was then occupied by the Assyrian invader, perhaps Sen-
nacherib, who also captured Lachish. What was still more
exciting was the finding of an inscribed stone with Hebrew
characters. It proved to be a table of the calendar, made by ar
for a cultivator about 8oo B.c. The wording, which-is in-
complete, runs: “Month of ingathering; month of sowing;
month of pulling up of flax; month of reaping of barlg;

month of gathering the summer fruit."” But the names of
months are nat given. -
Another chance-finding in the debris revealed dramatically
the capture of the fortress by the Maccabean Simon, the
gcmng&at brother of Judah. It was an inscription in Greek,
ing the name of one Pampras, and the words: ‘'may fire

_pursue Simon’s palace’. And the scholar’s interpretation is

that this is a magic tablet designed to wreak revenge, and

not many miles away.
In the Books of the Maccabees, Gezer appears with its

* scribbled by one of the captured Greek officers or inhabitants =
. of the fortress when the Jewish Army conquered it. The
‘Maccabean home of Modin, where the brothers were buried, is



Ore - Wl r:mn; m m*:mannmr s S0,
"0 cavator found a votive altar with a Greek lnsmphun dﬁd:l-
gated to the Greek god, Herakles (Hercules), on one side, and
= on the other to Jehovah, written in its Greek form. The altar
| isa typical example of that attempt to fuse Judaism with the
" Greek paganism, against which the Maccabees fought their
. heroic and decisive struggle. Gezer was presumably destroyed
" and razed in the struggle against the Romans. The town does
. not figure in the Talmud or in other rabbinical literature of’
*  the Jews, It appears next in history as the Crusaders’ fortress
 of Gisart. And part of their wall can be traced in the upper
levels of the site.
~ Today the Hill has resumed its ancient name, and on its
. slopes and in the Plain below it there has risen a Jewish
-+ collective village, Gezer-Hadassah. The Arab village of
~ Abushusheh was abandoned by its inhabitants in the st le. A
~ for the independence of Israel. The site had been acquir _
. theearly part of this century by the Sire of Jewish agn—::ultml
" settlement in the Land of Israel, Baron Edmond de Rothschild,
Then, shortly before the First World War, a portion of it was
 transferred fo an English Zionist enterprise, the Maccabean
s Eumpa.ny which planned to settle a group of English Jews on © =
' this historic site of Israel and the Maccabees. The village and
~ the hill-top were held, indeed, by the Turks as a strong-point
0 U during that war, and a sharp engagement was fought. In
) Mhnhysmﬁnﬁe up the Coastal Plain from Gaza to Jerusalem
= in November 1017, the English wye manry stormed the
position. In the period between the World Wars, the land itself
. was transferred to the Jewish Nationmal Fund. That body,
' established by the Zionists, had become the principal holderof = =
. land in Palestine and held it as the possession of the Jewish
ple. The settlers came from many countries; many of them
m their agricultural training in a children’s village on the
of Carmel, which was conducted by the H‘a.dasmh- 1
mmtmn of America. Hence the name Hadassah, which is
- now combined with Gezer, P
. The village Lged a part in the battle for the road to ‘.‘t
‘d" Jerusalem during the War of Independence. So here, too, the =
l‘.—_\ continuity of history is signally illustrated, from the dawn of E
.~ givilization to the first coming of the Children of Israel, their -

-

dmtoth& -"

)
{ strn@ln with the Philistines and with n mvnders and
p ::- apm with the Hellenistic enemies of m
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fight for independence. The ancestral memory of the Jew is
constantly stirred in the Land of Israel.

A third place in the foot-hills is enshrined in Jewish
history, but has not yet been the scene of the same thorough
archaeological exploration, or given up all its record. It is the
traditional site u{P e home and burial-place of the Maccabees,
that family which, in the second century before the Christian

‘era, asserted the independence of the Jewish people against the

tyranny of the Hellenistic kings of Syria, and stood up for
I:usiaism against a debased paganism. In the Apocrypha
Book of the Maccabees the place is called Modin, and it is
identified with a small (former) Arab village of Midyeh, north-

east of the town of Lydda, and overlooking the Philistine

rlaiu_ Like Gezer, it is in the Vale of Ajalon, where Joshua
ought the Canaanite kings and bade the sun stand still. The

.'-_,..L_. _4_5:.:-. _.',._I.‘,_ k_..'.:_. oy e o e B
¥, JUDEAN FOOT-HILLS - 207 &
‘béginning of the return to the Land in our time, and to the

region is full of caves, gaping black dens for men and cattle,” =

and of dry wells that offer hiding-places. The Vale of Ajalon

has, throughout history till the most recent times, been the
easiest passage from the coast to Jerusalem, though now the
high-road from Jaffa to Tel-Aviv goes a more direct way.
Midyeh is built on the crest of a hill above that road com-
manding a view of the sea twenty miles to the east.
Mattathias, the father of the Maccabee brothers and a
priest of the Temple, had retired to his native village when the

ritual of the service of the one God was forbidden by the King =
Antiochus, and was replaced by worship of idols. The emissary

of the king came to Modin, set up idols there, and called on the

ple to worship them on pain of death. Mattathias struck

im down and proclaimed a revolt. He died, and his eldest son
gudah, leading a guerilla band of patriots, fought the Syri

osts in the narrow defiles and routed them. A few years later,

‘after he had captured Jerusalem and restored the service of
. . the Temple, and after he had concluded an alliance with the =
-all-powerful republic of Rome, he fell in battle. He was buried
" by the side of his father in their native village, and later the . T6E
- bones of his brothers who carried on the fight to victory were
' buried there. The Book of the Maccabees records how: =

“Simon built 2 monument upon the sepulchre of his it

father and his brethren, and raised it aloft with polished
stone behind and before. And he set up seven pyramids,

Woeh
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108 = ISRAEL AND HER NEIGHBOURS

one over against another, for his father and his mother and.

his four brethren. And for these he made cunning devices,
setting about them great pillars, and upon the pillars he
fashioned all manner of arms for a perpetual memory, and
beside the arms ships carved, that they should be seen of
all that sail on the sea.”

The chronicles of the pilgrims of the Middle Ages till the
fourteenth century tell of the Maccabean monument ; and the
ancient mosaic map of Palestine, found in a Christian church
across Jordan (see p. 151), shows the site near Lydda. The

pilgrim monk Robert, who wrote at the beginning of the
iod of the Crusades, described “the tombs at Modin of .

ttathias and his sons that still survive”. And the English
pilgrim, Sir John Mandeville, writing in 1356, tells of “Mount
Modeyn where lies the Prophet Maccabaeus’. Then came the
period of confusion in Palestine, of Mongol and Tartar in-

vasions. The ancient monuments were destroyed and the

identity of the sites was lost. The stones were removed piece-
meal for the building of the neighbouring towns of Ramleh and
Lydda. It was not till 1870 that one of the early field-workers
of the Palestine Exploration Fund, coming to the village of
Midyeh and baing told of the Tombs of the Jews, was convinced

that he had found the place of Modin and the remains of the:

Maccabean mausoleum. For from the Arab village there wasa
noble prospect towards the sea; and on a ridge were twenty-
four tombs with the blocks of a rock nEpa.tEnL'l}f prepared for
the base of 2 monument. Then a French archaeologist carried
out some rough excavations, and found a burial-chamber
paved with the mosaics of red, black and white stones. He
thought that he had found the place where the pyramids had
been fitted into the building. Some years later Lieutenant
Herbert Kitchener visited the village, and while sceptical about
the earlier identification of the tombs, was convinced that a

round hill surmounted by a rock above the village, which was
revered as a Mohammedan Holy Place, was, ‘the site of the

tombe of the celebrated heroes of later Jewish history’.

Scientific exploration has not yet been undertaken. But
Eﬁ:hﬁwhjch is today just within the territory of Israel, on

er of the Arab territory of Jordan, is a place of an

annual ceremony at the beginming of the Maccabean festival

Pt

-

in the Winter. That festival, known as Hanuca, or Dedication,






CHAFTER 1X
Galilee, Samaria and Esdraelon

ALILEE is a country dear both to Christians and to
Jews. It was in Nazareth, a small town in the folds of the
Galilean hills, that Jesus lived as a child; and it was by the
Sea or Lake of Galilee that He started His preaching and
gathered His first disciples. The country was in those days

known as Galil Hagoyim, that is in Hebrew, Region—of the

Gentiles, because many of its inhabitants were a ‘mixed
multitude': not Jews, but Greek-speaking pagans. Galiles was
then densely populated and embraced many Hellenistic as
well as Jewish cities. Kinglake, who wrote in the Victorian age
a famous travel-book on the East, Eolthen, compared the
scenery of Galilee with the English Lake District. And he
comtrasted the desolation, which he found roo Years ago, with
the records of the country at the time of Christ. “The Lake of
Galilee was then not like a silent Wast-water (one of. the

English Lakes) lying solitary between lonely hills, but was

htﬁ‘:l}rdemd by towns with temples and wvillas like Geneva or
mo."”"
It was in Galilee, in the first and second centuries A_p., that

the Jewish people, excluded from Jernsalem, had their

principal schools. The slopes of the hills are dotted with ruins

of their synagogues of the Roman period. They maintained

their agricultural villages in Galilee when they were driven out

of the rest of the land ; and some of those Jewish villages in the

- inaccessible fastnesses of the mountains remained through the

ages, When in 1882 Kitchener, at that time a lieutenant in the

Roval Engineers, was carrying out a survey of Westemn

Palestine for the Palestine Exploration Fund, he came across |

one of these mountain villages, Pekiin, and was amazed to find
persons talking Hebrew. They were peasants and seemed
ble from the Arab cultivators. They may have

'h-e'm the descendants of Jews who, in the sixteenth century, &
edm:thelandmﬁu]ﬂrehyzfnmuus]wkh .

- diplam;t of the Turkish Sultan. Don Joseph, Duke of Naxos—

- oniginally a refugee from Spain—obtained from the Sultana }d
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GALILEE, SAMARIA AND ESDRAELON i1
permit to settle Jewish exiles from Spain and Portugal in a
corner of the Land of Isracl. He was responsible, too, for re-

ling with Jews the city of Tiberias by the shore of the
ke, and rebuilding its mediaeval walls.

Tiberias had been the seat of a Jewish religious University
in the early centuries of the Christian era, and it was there
that the Hebrew text of the Old Testament was fixed, and
what is called the Jerusalem Talmud was compiled. It was
then a Holy town to the Jews. Its name comes from the
Roman Emperor, Tiberius, in whose honour it was founded by
one of the Herodian Kings in the first century. And it was
famous in those days for its hot-springs which possessed, and
still possess, healing properties. In our time Tiberias has
become a busy centre of the growing Jewish population that
now occupies all Galilee,

On & hill-top, 3o00 feet above the lake, rises the town of
Safed which, like Tiberias, is a Holy City to the Jews. It is
identified with the City-set-on-a-Hill of the Gospel. It was
beloved by Jewish mystics because, in the early centuries of
the common era, the saints and the masters of the Kabbalah,
the mystic wisdom, lived in that region. And after the ex-

- pulsion of the Jews from Spain at the end of the fifteenth
century, many of the refugee scholars turned again to it, and
made what an English traveller, Biddulph, a merchant of the
Levant Company, writing in 1601, described as *'the University
of the Jews where they speak Hebrew”. Ancther English
traveller, George Sandys, writing a few years later, says:
“‘great numbers of Jews affect the place, because Jacob stayed
there before going down to Egypt”. One of the latter-day -
Jewish mystics gave another reason for their affection. Here
they were away from the Moslem muezzin—who calls the
faithful to prayer—and from the sound of the Christian bells,
Early in the nineteenth century an earthquake shattered the
town; and most of the Jewish schools left for Jerusalem. ]

For the Crusaders Safed was a natural fortress, and the
Knights-Templar held it till Saladin stormed the castle in the
twelfth century. For the Turks, too, it was a fortress and a
garrison city. But in 1918 it fell without a blow to Allenby's
victorious Army. Again in 1048, the Arabs held it as a strong-

int, but the Jews stormed it, and the Arab inhabitants fled.

ow it is entirely a Jewish town. But in the Galilean Hills,
that slope away to the Coastal Plain and the Bay of Acre,
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114  ISRAEL AND HER NEIGHBOURS
Rabbis of the Sanhedrin of the second century. The Archae.
ologists lighted on a tomb which they believe to be the burial-
place of the Patriarch Judah himself. In one niche thereisa =
slab bearing the name of Rabbi Simeon, and on the other side
an inscription ; ‘This is the tomb of Rabbi Gamaliel.” We know =
that the two sons of Prince Judah had those names, and
scholars believe that here they will find his own tomb. e
Bet Shearim was destroyed in the fourth century, when
another Jewish revolt in Palestine was ruthlessly crushed bya
Roman Emperor, and the centres of learning in Galilee were
razed to the ground. .
On the shore of the Lake of Galilee a group of villages bear
the names which they had in the Gospels, and have relics of
those days. Capernaum (the Village of Nahum) is marked by
the imposing ruins of a synagogue, but later than that built by
' the Roman centurion ‘'who loveth our nation”. At Chorazin
(which the Arabs call Kerazeh) another synagogue stands on
the place where Jesus exclaimed ; ““Woe unto thee, Chorazin.™
Magdala, from which Mary Magdalene took her name, is the
nt Jewish fishing and agricultural settlement of Migdal:
e ancient synagogues are in the form of the Roman Basilica,
with nave and aisles, and the place for the Ark always looks
towards Jerusalem. All of them have gaily decorated mosaic
fioors. .
At the sonthern end of the Sea of Galilee the Jewish
Exploration Society has made in recent years one of its most
spectacular discoveries. Here is an andent Canaanite aty,
which in its oldest levels dates back to 3500 B.c. The mound
still bore the Biblical Cansanite name of Bet Yerah, the
Temple of the Moon; and it marks a centre of the ancient
worship of the peoples of Canaan. The foundations of the
Temple have been revealed, and the expedition found golden
omaments and graceful vases decorated with a geometrie
pattern. Scholars have proved from the pottery fragments:
that the town was destroyed about 2500 B.c, that m,r’
1000 years before the Children of Israel came to the land
The site was not occupied again until the Hellenistic age, the
third century B.C. In our time one of the earliest Eemmh.
collective agricultural settlements was planted by the site.
~ The collective settlement was moved soon to higher i
and has become the flourishing Dagania: Place of Com.
Dagania is the Queen of the Kibbutzim; and by the side of '
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0 the Jordan and its tributaries burst
sgnngso!l{nuntﬂmn.]msh illa
rmﬂuphedfut theyhnveal]thewatertheymt s
times, also, here was a flourishing countryside; and
Gmﬂ:uiynf]!a.nm{angmaﬂy?mm} dedicated to the
el gﬂd.Pnn was famous for its beauty. Now close to the
vﬂlagednanhashemplmtedmthcate'

| The platean of Central Palestine is Samaria. It is less fertile
~ @nd less lovely than Galilee, and it hasnolakes. Norhasit been
eloped in the latest period like Galilee, because it 5
ined almost entirely an Arab m.and]ewmh
t has not penetrated its hills and valleys. The p
s between zooo and 3000 feet above the m:a..
st points are Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, on th
sides of the pu.ltmthatismwmﬁcdﬂahhs.
days the town was Shekhem, whmthzl‘atrmrch]
| ﬁmLIhaAmbmmemhkelmlmnHap
the Greek—Ni thﬂwutyan&
mm&ﬁmenfthemnmnqmﬂa‘blnshum
ofawnﬂmtueﬂandmyfatﬂeplmnbetwem

-
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'mmmhhs Mthm&hwﬁﬂ'lhﬁtﬂﬁ
| chief town of Syria is similarly situated.) The wﬁ’&
acob on the outskirts of the town is sacred to the Moslems and
also to the Christian Church. According to the Gospel of John,
Jesus on His way from Galilee to Judea rested there, and met
the Samaritan woman. A Christian church was built by thl.'.'
Well in the twelfth century by the Crusaders.

Palestine was divided in antiquity, as well as today, mtu Y
two States. For after the reign of King Solomon, the northern
tribes of Israel rebelled against Judah and created the State of
Isracl. The capital of Judah was Jerusalem; the capital of
Israel was at first Shekhem. Later it was moved by King Omri’
to a city which was a stronger fortress, ten miles to the north.

In the Bible it is called Samaria. But after the Greek conquest
of the Middle East, it was occupied by Greek colonists. In the
first century B.C. it was rebuilt by Herod, and renamed
Sebaste, meaning ‘Honoured’. Its modem Arab name i§
&b'a:dmﬁye' Arab village in th of
eologists, ing by the in the ruins
the Israclite and Hcr ian temples and palaces, discovered in
them beautiful fragments of carved ivory, which must have
been part of the Ivory House of King Ahab of Israel and his™
Tyrian Queen, Jezebel. (x Kings xxii, 39.) Some of the

nels were covered with gold and inlaid with blue enamel.
%ﬁy may have been portions of the couches, of which the
Prophet Amos wrote: " They lay on beds of ivory, and 5trutchd
themselves on their couches.” Some fragments are -

; es, exactly like the ivories found in the Palace
ineveh. {9
The excavations at Se ve also potsherds with a
geometrical pattern and wit E:‘EEIK inscriptions. Greek i
traders from the Tonian Coast of Asia Minor may have pene-
trated to the Kingdom of Israel; or perh Phoenician
traders of Tyre—Jezebel's city —bmnght bacEs this pottery
from their voyages. L
When the Kingdom of Israel was conquered by tlln
rians in 738 B.C., and its people were taken into captivity
Lﬁym Samaria was peopled by the soldiers and mlﬂnﬁtﬂ
ui the northern Empire. They were pagans, and brought thuﬁ"‘* |
own gods to worship. But some of the priests of Israel returned, =
and taoght them the Laws of Moses. They built a Tunpleg '

ko
P"-'.

Y, - Mount Gerizim, which they claimed to be the place where

1
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puw called, were hostile to the Jews of Judea who were

. allowed to return a little later to Jerusalem by the Persian

Cyrus after the Captivity in Babylon. And we are told

in the Bible Book of Ezra and Nehemiah how they opposed the

-rebuilding of the Temple of Jerusalem. Henceforth, there were =

‘not two Kingdoms in Palestine, but there were two rival

~ religions, both derived from the Hebraic teaching and both

- following the Mosaic Law. The one had its centre at Jerusalem,
the other at Shekhem,

The Samaritans asserted that their priests were the true

' Moses was revealed. The Samaritans, n.slheym

“descendants of Aaron; and they have continued to our day—

- 50 they claim—to appoint High Priests from the same family.
At one time, in the early centuries of the Christian era, they
. were a big community with congregations scattered over the
Empire, rivalling the Jews, and carrying on a separate
rehgmus mission. Like the Jews, they were involved many
_times in war with the Romans; and their Temple on Mount
| Gerizim was destroyed in the second century, like the Temple
- of Jerusalem. It was replaced by a Temple of Jupiter on the
~mountain. When the Roman Empire became Chastian, they,
‘too, were persecuted by the Church. And their community
“dwindled. Throughout the ages, however, they preserved their
teligious centre, and after the Arab conquest they lived on
good terms with the Moslem Arabs. In the course of time their
numbers dwindled to a few thuusand, and in our own day they
“fell to a few hundred souls, a ‘museum piece’ of a community.
~ Till the Jewish-Arab War of Independence, they continued
at every Passover to go up Mount Gerizim, and offer there the
“sacrifice of the Paschal lamb, on a slab of rock, which is
traditionally the Altar of their old Temple. The religious
‘survival of the Passover ceremony tended in the period of
“ the British Mandate to become a commercialized performance.
- The number of curious onlookers increased as the number of
“eelebrants diminished. The Samaritans have, moreovef,
ancient scrolls of the Law of Moses, written in an antique

‘Hebrew script, and claimed by them to be the oldest mang- 0

mrpts of the Mosaic books and to be written by a great-
gnrmisun of the first High Priest Aaron.
One other place besides Shekhem in the Samarian platean

m a vital part in the religious history of Israel. It is
which was their first sanctuary in Cansan, and the

'ul'

ik :-.
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U -
enant and the Tabernacle rested
the Prophet Samuel ministered to Eli, the High
nd had the revelation. The site of Shiloh was identified
rehacologists next to the Arab village of Seilun, twenty m
1 'ﬂ[ a—bluﬂq Hﬂﬂ WEre some ﬂ'l]t“.‘hi[ N IMDrEss
: uftheeaﬁymturéma husilhnndupﬂgrimﬁch
h is believed to have m‘iFhmljjrn . A Dar
: 'tinnexplnmdthesite.an pmﬂdﬁtheuﬂlsuﬁ
 old Canaanite city had been destroyed by fire about 1000 B.GS
~ The destruction was probably wrought by the Philist
'themnﬁtnntw{au:ﬂmfmthﬂpm
iese hills and valleys, in the Prophet Samuel
David. The Prophet Jeremiah takes the destruction
ymbol of the divine puni t: “Go ye to my place wh
as in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see w
I did to it for the wickedness of my e Israel.” (Jer. vii,
- Shiloh flourished again as a Christian settlement in
‘early centuries of the common era, when the holy sites of
‘D14 Testament acquired a new reverence. And Jewish meds
~ travellers tell of a shrine which was there, around the tomb
“'Joseph the Just', that is, the Patriarch Joseph. Today Shi
i5 in the Arab Kingdom, and ontside the area of Jev
L ement.
= In recent years Jewish ists in Israel, diggi
- mounds of Galilee and Samaria and Judea, have

" e nn Jerusalem.
“outskirts of Jaffa; another outside Nazareth, a third, more
recently (1953), at the village of Rehoboth where D,

_and drop the tility. ]
es are living in the State of Israel; and it ma 1
Eeamhmdnbctwwllﬂul:ﬂ]mdm,thﬂ L Wi
ablus, that is now in the Kingdom of Jordan. Yet it #




rters of the Arab revolt -
ing the years 1936-39. Today, :tmt.hethndmtym

 State of Jordan, next in importance to the cap al,

~r'~---| 1, and the Arab Jerusalem 4
5. Betmnt}a]ﬂueandSammrmﬂwceutmlﬁlhy

~ Palestine. In the Bible it is called Jezreel, and today is kn

by the Jews simply as Emek, the Hebrew word for valley. °

of Israel have a special affection for it, bemnsenm .'

in umtre of their agricultural development in the thi
s of British rule, the ereation of the State. Form
."1‘- was marshy and malarial and sparsely inhabited. Now
intensively cultivated and dotted with prosperous Jew
collective and co-operative villages. It is, too, teemmg
nuafthnhzstmyniamimt[melmtheda ]
ges, of Sanl and David, Solomon and Ahab,
mh.ﬁelaxgﬁtnfthamodansetthmmis Aml{nmd, 5
thjrthempm:pﬂ'mgutthntnme,whemﬁldmnt d
his warriors to see whether they lapped or scooped u
‘water with their hands. i .
Mamthetmtﬂemmtnwﬁ:]nrdm?aﬂ , Beth A .,-
the pioneer farmers, ploughing the fields, ligh on the mos ic
ufanandmtsygiagoguzwhmhndatadmthcmgnnf
n Emperor Justin (about A.p. 500). The mosaic, showing
: oi the Zodiac and Abraham’s offering of Isaac, throws
t on Jewish popular art during those centuries. In the
zantine Age their art was Byzantine; and the picture m
ﬂuurmm;mmmththemmmufanﬂmt churches. I
inscriptions in three languages, Hebrew, Aramaic o
i whmhmthtpupuhrlnngungeufthehﬁd&lem
time, and spoken by Jesus and the Apostles—and
Whi thzme&mﬂnndth:mndmsymgogmshaw he
‘any painting of the human form and any graven image, m
mtmmnftheﬂnﬂmnmthtﬂabbls It se

ed mosaic ornament with human figures. And
s portray vividly the life of bygone ages. It is chal
; nfthaamhmlngyuf?a]ﬂﬁnetogmrnm
tinuity, homeliness and intimate connection of the 2
with the rebirth of the land in our day. .
' e most striking place historically in the Vale of Esdraclon
i m]lbutgrnmngtwnuEBeth-Shann at its eastern e . '
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around a flat- -
: and rises suddenly nthe,]’nrdnn"hlh}r
1:~ hasbeenthumug'hl]rexmmtdmnmdm
reves adlzyuuponlayerufmmeﬂtomthatdatchm
5 before the Christian era. The !{mndnfthaFurtrm
imesnfmtaddsmpnsedmeuntheuther -- -,:
early Bronze Age (about 2000 B.c.) to the Arab co
 in the seventh century of the Christian era. b
Thcmnstspectacnluﬁnﬂshnvebemthestmﬂw
Iﬁgypmtmplawﬁhmnummtalhhhu—&e co
the exploits of the conquering Pharaohs. One of th
rt onuments records in hieroglyphs the victories of Seti T
------ 1300), whmentmnmyrepmmtbn&r]uhn 1
f Raxmeses I1, who reigntel about hirty yearsiater. The s
eses [, who reigned abount yearslater.
tslmwsh:mwuhlg.tl}mﬁgypﬂangnd Amen Ra. Ar
mmlmmtbmrsthnmmuaud picture of an Egyptian off
,'muvmoithcgmnnﬂsnfmnmth-ﬂaan :
“steward of the Castle. By a remarkable coincidence a papyr
ﬁ'agment unearthed in Egypt, records the name o
dﬁmr and is a memorandum addressed to him by
uccessor in office, asking for information. The text is in th
words: “0, Seribe, to whom nothing is unknown. You are
_'anaxpedthattbehﬂdufavmtmunrmy You do not
ow how to ration them, The army want to start. But nu—.-
s hread.TmnhmeahuutBeth-ShamemtheJ

. crosse 47 Tell me about the crossing of the waters of ¥
~ This fragment of antiquity throws a vivid light on the zy

umP:hshm35mymsngo Here is an officer in
g to obtain information from an about the dist:

.. to which he expects to be
Shsanmnneaitheatmngfurﬁmufthu
nes, when the tian rule over Palestine was inte:
thmmvmmm theml;munﬂﬁ:zﬂﬂhﬂiiw
an that King 's body was hung after
istines. The mmﬁm by King Sol

ut after the death of that the Egyptians 1
: 'md:tmqaﬁmc.'l‘hmﬂubssyrhmh&lditaftu _
lingdom of Israel had fallen, In the seventh or sixth c
E n.,rtmmudhymvnduslmmﬂnrthemEm

1




reblﬁltby tﬁwmksaﬂur thﬂrmquﬁt
mpire. For many centuries it was known as

-archacologists.
ihjppodrnmrwhemthnmlyChrisﬁanswmmutyred.
e Byzantine period we have the ruins of a large cis
h; and then, from a later age, the ruins of a

. It was after the Crusaders were driven from Palestine by

'\ the Saracens that one of the decisive battles of the world 1

fought close to Beth-Shaan. In the year 1260, the }

ndmwhmehmﬂﬁ&nmﬂmmlﬁshhadma

‘part of the Arab anﬂdﬁtrn;radtht.ﬁnhu iz
themby

‘misers houses”, Today it is
| Tecovering its dignity as the centre of one of the most pc
an] prnspcmusreg:muuf[sm:l Jewmhagrwulhral
‘ment is spread in an area which is rich in water.
ﬂllmtxmgmupsmtheﬂamn?a]layhythe]urdan have
* founded by groups of religiocus Jews who combine study
“rﬁ“ﬁéfm“%mmmm
a o nnportnnr:em
nltnf] is the Hill of : , part of the ridge wh
'J-Hu mwhmthemnunt&m
Ephraim or Samaria rise suddenly from the plain z
‘the Biblical Armageddon, Ar meaning H:ll—mnmunds
outh of the pass which leads from the Vale to the co
I.Ji.f:ﬁdBeth-Shnnn , it has been the scene of many decisiw
'battles General Allenby, who sent his cavalry through
pas tnmtoﬁthekaﬂhA{rm in 1918, took his title fr
the end of the First World War as Viscount Allen
egiddo. In the New Testament Book of Revelations
on is the place where the final battle of mankind

L]




' Bemththeﬂebrwh e

theﬁmmmmym.mmmmmmmw :

ace ofthethulmwhnhaquu:miPaJﬂtma.Itm
thatThﬁthmusIﬂm:q. dafeatedthuﬂ
: and captured mounh&ea.fmthatdmm: Cl
hyﬂmmﬁdam&mdmmm
ty. It included a gold bowl in the form of a skull, a;n:
tmnfnrammmsmhm,anﬂnmﬂmﬁnnnl
,rcpmmnﬂnganmls&uﬂhmnanddmn&
uddmmmudhuﬂs,h!ﬂtuemm
' ?ﬁ&mmmw“ﬂhﬁﬂ”ﬁﬁ‘hﬁa
0 potamia, an t all con
hill above the central of Palestine. The line of £
'I'hnmasHarﬂy. concludes a poem on Allenby

at Megiddo, is apt:

; mrtl:tl;y:ﬁtmkthumaﬂm
mexi:mtyn the famous o Aﬂh‘qlﬁtf Thus _;;
glﬂtfurh'm,andmﬂthcmﬂipuwd

ian Pharaohs and of King Solomon, covers uulg- 7
ahmthmmﬂntmymﬂmﬂmxt

¥ d







CHAPTER X

smamlandmfnraeﬂlemmt

mﬂ 1tmthem

; as the Gulf of Suez and the Suez Canal—that ti
blue water which separates and Africa from
a—form the western shore, daysulanu:[mythu i
Ahhnmmeoithemnmwys,anﬂ:tmyhe h

Atmaﬁuufmﬂatﬁmtwﬂhmnmdenf !
Th:ymlm:lufuﬂ o 3
Jordan Sau&:Amhmm t
Atmmdnfnamnfhhbnnﬂg_




- ‘I'hanmmmlladﬂﬂspa:tutthmrmstun orovin
". }h?et;?ea,mlrstmyﬁmbu.mqmtmnﬂdat
one of their legions to im peace on the tribes
_ Inthmmﬂymulmmummmmmmthen
_g'-- of the Negwm . For they built there one
e main highmysufthnEmpm.tulmkﬁym
&nhmmthEgyptnnﬂNorthA&m.Andahngthermd
towns! whmmhahttnuisbmughtthnmﬂhnd
o reservoirs and cisterns to store

the Nabatean Arabs were skilled v
The problem of cultivation in the Negev had al

nmiumday.hwtnstumwatermthatshurt
n of winter, so as to cultivate the soil during the ten

uhwvmnmt.Whmthmhubennmﬂrmng, .

ad Arabs from the Desert, the Bedouin, have grazed th
- anﬂhuﬂsnn’thespamem!twauun and the invadi
“ reservoirs. The Bedu, 1tmmd.lsnutunlytheuhﬂdhut
the fitheroftheﬂmtﬁndmtheNegevymrmlm
‘only a few inches of soil maintain the world'.

the years immediately before the outbreak of the
World War, two young British Archaeologists, (Colonel)
awrence and (Sir) Leonard Woolley, both destined to

at fame, one as the hero of the Arab revolt in the I

d th:authnrutmntthegrﬂiﬁtuﬂhr-hmks,the
thgaxmﬂtorufﬂhaldmandnthﬁrmmﬂfan i

described the Biblical sites
mm—mdtheydmﬂwdaln




v earl 0
= --"Hll- . OO0 THEOD
ved in an age when material wants were small and m
ghts were centred on religious exercises. A later expedition
mhaealogiits,inthe;:eﬁ between the Wars, brought back
t hoard of literary records of the third and fourth century of
e Christian era. They were in the form of papyrus rolls, and
- they throw a vivid light on the legal and social conditions of '
“the time, were written mostly in Greek, but a few are in
. Latin—including copies of Virgil; and others in Arabic a
-among the earliest written records in that language. L
Inmtmthe thﬂﬂbﬂmm |lI|4l||_";'.
- explored Professor Nelson Glueck, formerly of the Amencan
School of Jerusalem, Before the State of Israel was established,
- he had surveyed the country east of Jordan and identified
"I ﬂ_:l'mﬁfﬂl‘bﬁl:ﬂ Sitﬁ- Hﬂhasmmd.lt lmstﬁftyi hahit:
places of the early centuries of the Christian era, and she
that the inhabitants were skilled farmers and water engin
He identifies these settlers with the Nabateans from a
Jordan. They built terraces and canalized the rainfall from the
lopes to the terraces. They made the desert blossom so that it
; provided sustenance for a large population. Wellgua
~ highways linked up the settlements; and on some of
' '- milestones were found.
The Negev is one of the man-made deserts which neglig
'multipﬁ:;ié:lthéﬂiddlem.ﬁnﬂmufm'
tivators in antiquity became a barren
empty waste. The epoch of the Crusaders brought a tempo
al. The Frank knights, like the Romans, were conce

. : v
milt the Crusader foriress of Akaba, and Sul i
‘stamp upon it. But the Negev itself was desolate
elict, occupied only by a few nomad tribes.

to modern times, ic i




e T :‘-'—!.;'-.:m:m'_‘ L B 11y
 Canal had become the international oceanway from Europe to
‘the East. The Saltan of Turkey, the notorious Abdul Hamid,
- ‘who felt that Egypt was lost to his Empire by the British
| occupation, sought to strengthen his hold over the alternative
. roite to the Red Sea by the Gulf. Schemes were broached for
~ the making of a second Canal from the Mediterranean to the
~ Red Sea. It would be dug from Gaza on the coast of Palestine
~ to the Gulf of Akaba, by way of the Araba. The Sultan aimed to
- cut off Egypt's—which meant England’s—access to the Gulf.
In 1904 the Turks seized an Egyptian post by the shore,
claiming it as within the Sultan’s frontier according to the
~ treaty which had recognized the Egyptian Khedive as a semi-
~independent ruler. The firmness of Lord Cromer, then the
 British Diplomatic Agent in Egypt, and a demonstration of the
British Navy made the Turks retire, and restore the strip of
the Sinai eastern shore to Egypt. Another motive of the
Turkish aggression was a reported scheme under British
' @uspices to settle Russian Jews in the neighbourhood of Akaba.
That made the suspicious Sultan apprehensive of an attempt
?y the Jews to establish a base of operations for recovering &
. Jewish State in Palestine. .
Foiled at the coast of Akaba, the Turks sought to
. Strengthen their position in the interior of the Negev against
" possible invasion from Egypt. With the help of German
engineers—the German Emperor being regarded as an Ally of
“the Sultan—they laid a railway from the coastal plain of
. Palestine to Beersheba, That town built on the old Bible site,
which was famous for its wells, was made the centre of the
snomad Arab tribes who lived in the Negev. It was the one
' town in Palestine which was planned in a modern way. In the
. First World War, when the 'Fm‘ks allied themselves with the
-\ Germans, Beersheba was a base of operations for their attack
. on the Suez Canpal and the British Army defending it. The
- Turks advanced their railway into the heart of the Negev, some
_ fifty miles south of Beersheba, to a ruined Byzantine town,
- mow known as Auja Hafir. Amid the fallen pillars and relics of
‘churches; they built railway sheds, a market, a hospitaland a
.8chool; and erected a monumental column to record their
- exploit. Their army of invasion advanced to the Canal in 1915,
* and again in 1916; but each time was repelled. The em
- ment of the railway and bridges half-destroyed by British
- bombers bear witness to the outburst of activity. And in 1948




e frontier line. At the bidding of the
Security Council of the United Nations, however, they called &
{ themmdﬂm:hlamed,hﬂ.ﬁu]zﬂaﬁrmldt i

5 possessinm.
Burshnhaisanul&u-tuwnthanjﬂunlmlum
perhaps the Well of the Oath, is ascribed in the Bible
the covenant which the Patriarch Abraham made there
- with the Canaanite—or Hittite—Chieftain. Its wells of fresh
htﬂmndutannnpurtnntmgemthd}mdbetm.‘iym
Egyptaloagwhmhtheammmumt}ymTudnr 1
rmwh:temdnmﬁmnthemmdhmwn
fthuFirstWarkiWarBuenhehumm?tumdby -'*'-'H_'-r.
Allenby on October 31st, 1917, after a brilliant cavalry r
nd a bust of the English General was erected in the muni :
parden to commemorate the event. Thuplmthufthusta e
. remains, but the bust has gone. A British war cemetery is :w"
- nﬁtunthﬂmﬁkmdﬂmtmmdmwﬂltmdﬂ k-
Dnmgthbthutymuftbeﬂntmhﬂndate cersheba
kept its lamasthenmtren!ldmmumumoftheﬂ -
-ﬁtwas the seat of the tribal courts, composed of Shei
‘whu]udgedthemmufth!nmﬂ.ﬁmhmdmgtﬂ
sy |‘- customs, Theuumbunft&e]!edumnmt&ﬂegwmtmdn
mestma:taﬁa.tﬁu.um But the effect of firm rule and
| growing prosperity of the country was to induce many of
I\..lhetn‘balﬁrabstogweupmndmngandtumtu egula
. cultivation.
A Since the creation of the State of Israel, B«mEl'm.f-!l!:lEp?l::;t
i 4l hnumenmmnnpurﬂnttnwntkan:taﬂrmm
£ lﬁmmwemmmmmtﬂmu!m
T "ﬂqw Its former Arab inhabitants have departed;
- already it has a population of nearly 20,000 Jews from m
ﬁ ‘eountries; and the number grows each month. A glass indu:
tndiautunm!orpottm'yudplasﬁcs.whchmluﬁl
‘mmm have been planted there. The new town is
E : trees line the main streets; the former mosq

L

'-"' urned tnnumanmninrdmtologyandfnl!wns*anda

Hnunaandhmufuﬂtuuhmputudhbethnheﬁtm S
Snmeuitheﬂednmta,whn‘pmmmlymthe

ppu.lat;m hawpﬂmanentmmmpmmﬁinthu i
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‘alace, near Jericho

“he XT)

Mesaic Floor in Palace. h
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: r lhatm:nyﬁrmﬂuhm
J' : ! thods of dry f Iﬁue;mm 3
scien me o arming. dam he
d waters that descend dgemmuhsmthefew ay '=
o hﬂvymmmuhmnmmdtﬂh
‘o irrigate their fields in the dry season. :
¥ J--+ . Pipes have been dtmm
phm,wheremﬂhtapthﬂubtmmu o
venture must await for its execution {1
m Israel and the Kingdom of jonda
I htnhndthewatmufth:]nrdmmdltstﬁbulum o

“canals to the arid southern plain. Meantime 2 hopeful experie -

o tubmgmmdmthytlmlmal[nshtutgnf cientifie’

ed after the late Prm:lent. Dr. Wmmm.nn—g ;

"y hngthcbm:iﬂlmter .,..-_-,
under the egey. memm-madedmtmay ,,
gnmade by man’s scientific skill. Yet another experiment is o
'., e the moisture in the air by mounds of pebbles which
. hnymtchmtmmthat, in the Bible phrase, u-.‘-'.
I ﬂmls i:nto fountains of water”. A Jewish ?ilhgﬁ
_-_, tely the name ‘Revivim’,
drops nf nlur experiments have :]maﬂyhm:l ]
result.
Itm in 1947 that the mtautt.lem
numbe: mﬂ:lyﬂege%‘?md :h-en.d{v AeS
pnmﬂthewndd and Greater Beersheba is a cosmopo E
. French is commonly heard in the streets, because m -
ants have come from French North Africa, Mo

Tunis. It is, too, an industrial centre. The raw materk L

its industries of glass, pottery and plastics are near at h
Jin the central Negev. Fo landscape, ohi .'1:‘

Jooks !.ikuamngeufmuuntnmsufthemm, there are vast
of phosphate rock, glass-sands and ceramic clays.

f:-‘_u..' y are mingled together at a fantastic place called in

‘Mactesh’, the Great Crater, which recalls the E ¥ .

‘description: “The foundations of the world were laid bare,

\the earth was rocked and cleaved asunder.” It is a sudden gash

) 'tbahﬂ]s.ﬂththnahnpcﬂfugrguﬁcwﬂ, oduced by
- ptuucwlduturbm The crater is a huge bowl, 7 N

re kilometres in area, ringed by bare hills 600 feet .._..-JJ..

8
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m_ COntaining m
ches are of glass sand, and cream patches of china
a is seared by dry riverbeds which, for a few days
, after heavy winter rains, become roaring torrents ca
" ing down rocks and sand. There are two similar craters nearb
" One is ten times the size: the other, much smaller, is sceni
- the most dramatic, for the deep hole is surrounded by s
" cliffs of 1000 feet. The whole area is the outcome of ages
 erosion, the soil being torn away and carried to the plain w
" runs from the sonthern end of the Dead Sea to the Red
i 7 O Near the entrance of the craters is a famous Bible site.
- isthe well of Hagas, the Patriarch Abraham’s bondwoman
¥ | the mother of Ishmael. There she found water when she
" driven into the wilderness: “And’she filled the child’s b
nd gave the lad drink.” Today roads have been drivenz
thtmtﬂtomrythg'iehss&ndanEMysandm-nm
are being extracted for the glass, plastic and mineral industs
o hanndHaih.Amiuinmnrpﬁﬁema ig scale
" being conducted, too, a few miles the crater. On
' 6f the hills that forms one of the containing walls are
" deposits of phosphate rock. The face of the landscape is b
- changed as the creamy seams are cut out by bulldozers
~ 0" scrapers, and then i tors
| sifting-plant into trucks that transport to
 factories to be turned into fertilizers. In primeval times
. white hills were a deep lagoon. You see shells and fish bones
3% ‘the white mass, but as you touch them they crumble into @
. . Another place of scenic grandeur in the Central Ni
came notorions in :gsg, when the Arabs ambushed there @
s carrying Jews from Elath to Beersheba. It is a high pol
the road, ing the descent from the plateau to t
_.d,eepheluwm-]ml,lt;mmrmmhiblim]
e 4 Ma’ Akrahim, meaning the ascent of the scorpions.
 mentioned in the Bible where the boundaries of the Prom
‘Land are described. “And your border shall turn from
uth to the ascent of Akrabim, and pass to Zin.” From it
ey the whole erious waste between the Dead Sea
ulf of Akaba. On the top of the pass are the remains
ess which the Romans built to guard the road.
egev is rich in the heavier minerals, fi




m&]thgnvms n[ them
whn:h the Kin I1|ﬁ Wu:knd with slave-labour, are still t;
eral of the hill-tops. The smelting ovens were a re;

blowing down the Dead Sea and the Araba, was
ngest. And flues were constructed above the hearth on the

ed for the smelting. It is notable that today at E
nills have been erected with apm-puauoigmm 3;
_ :ltyhjrthe wer of the northern winds,
Before the World War Amefican engineers ¥
5pe mt_hmragmnfur um, ' the:undergrmmd
ionary wealth of the East”, It has been
huthasnntyetbemwmkedmmmumﬂ TEQ
: mmndemtheﬁutmmufrgﬁg Ifltmfuunl:l'
cial quantity, one of Israel’s major economic problem
btﬁnh"ﬂi. B

hennthlathnnthewestemshm At the head of i'
Red Sea Fjord, Elath is Israel’s window to the Orient,

zologists, excavating mounds bythe Gulf and the to
have identified King Solomon's haven of Efsion Gebe
g the Spine of the Giant—"which is beside Elath”,
ed from the rocky mgsthatmmdnwntnthem
pare the Giants’ Canseway in Ireland. It is within

¢l is planning to build, and which may one day be : ‘.
. The site is lovely and romantic. A belt of pa
al theshnm all around bare black and red mountains,

; tm‘quuﬂemtmofthegulfbﬂweanthmnmeym
was waste and sand. Now it has barracks, an airfiel
Ty-school, an electric power-station, a radio-te cgraph
ation, a botanical garden, in which all the desert pla
hered, a town hall and a municipality, and a stadium

: ment, where some of the world's most fam

; ans come to Ph'f A road for motor-traffic from B
~=sheba to Elath, 140 miles
mhnndmtheﬂage
ar Elath, in what was part of a ildern
pmneem have begun to mltwa.te the sm]_

J
!
1
%
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v of ancient days. The site was chosen where the north'

ple of the blast furnace. Intense heat must have been

The principal port for the minerals extracted in the Neg 4_;

fa i her: Window, to the. Maditerranean and the Wl

miles of the new harbour—at present just a jetty—which y

. is being constructed of kaolir
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k adequate and sometimes abundant wate:
of the Israel Army. The other, named
‘Eight’ (Bir Ora), is a training-centre for boys and girls of
ondary schools, who spend a few weeks of their
itary service working the soil. They have turned what v
_ waste place into a smiling oasis. Water has been found also
boring in a Wadi 100 kilometres north of Elath, and that giv
hope of a growing agricultural hinterland.
~ Elath is a place of rainhow colours morning and eve:
The mountains around it, which are rich in copper and othe
n, black, red and gold. And the fish in the
waters of the Gulf of Akaba are striped in many coloutss

- like Joseph's coat.
g Lwaﬂ?spm'tﬂfEhthisnppmite Jordan's of Al
- * which is the one outlet of that Kingdom to the Sea. In
Revolt of the Desert during the First World War, Akaba
.~ the supply base of Colonel T. E. Lawrence and the
D uBalni.Zﬂbin.lnﬂmBymt'meEmpinnndhthe_
\ges it was an important station on the land route v
ssed from Europe and from
~ desert. The ers held Akaba as a strong-point and
& castle there. Today British destroyers occasionally
English soldiers reinforce the gz
ritat d%ngﬂJ
A few miles along the shell-strewn seashore to the
~ you come to a post where a stone and an Arab sentry m
. frontier of the Hedjaz. That is the Holy Land of Wi
a u"'
_Barrier'. Today the Hedjaz is part of the Kingdom o
- son of Ibn Saud, who made himself the master of all A
- except the little Kingdom of Yemen and the Bi
* Colony and Protectorate of Aden. .
~ On the western side of the Gulf, opposite the Hedjaz, anf
i:wmﬂns:uuthnflsmd'aﬂath.yﬂummetothe :
frontier guard stationed at an oasis. An Israel sent:

above him on the cliff. A modern road runs from the Eg
pst, across the Egyptian section of Sinai, to Ismailia

e, Canal, linking Asia and Africa. An older road, rebu -
ars ago by the Eg ﬁnnmqm,lhnhim?uhn,.







CHAPTER XI

:'1|I The Dead Sea and Jericho

E

FPHE Dead Sea, as we have seen, is the most amazing

41] natural feature of Palestine, and one of the most un: v

3 in the world. It takes its name because of the ak

“of any animal life in or around it, though the old story

 Birds fiving over it fell dead was false. It is deserted by man
all living things, and is a pit of desolation. The apg]:m_ £

und on its banks is dust and ashes inside. The p :
5 shores have been the scene of tragic dramas in the histor
- of Israel, dramas of death and destruction. Sir Ge A
Smith, the anthu;h?f the dasdmlﬁft:;ok, the Hisi
graphy of the Holy Land, wrote years ago:
ory of the Dead Sea opens with Sodom and Gomorrah, ang
be said to close with the Massacre of Masada'—a
e the western shore. There the Jews made their
desperate stand against the Romans after the destruction of
their Temple at Jerusalem, and put an end to their own lives:
.| Since he wrote, however, a new chapter has been opened in
the history of the Dead Sea region; and it is now a sow ]
dlife through the inexhaustible wealth of fertilizing chemicals
its heavy waters. It is a ‘fluid mine’. The Greeks called &
Sea of Asphalt. It has been caleulated that it con
‘thousand million tons of potash, and still more
ical quantities of common salt. Before the end of
ish Mandate plants for the itation of these mi
rces had been constructed at both the northern and the
hern end of the Sea; and villages had been constructed—
ane of them at Sodom—for the workmen who were half Jews
sand half Arabs, and who lived together in amity. L
A large export of potash and bromides went to England dur-
Jing the Second World War. The work was interrupted by the Wa
of Independence between the Jews and the Arabs in 1048
1 plant at the northern end of the Sea was comp
gstroyed by the Arab Army of Jordan. In the latest years th
Hant at the southern end, which is in Israel territory, has bee
operated again. It is situated by the traditional site of Sodon
ind Gomorrah, the wicked cities which were destroyed. A ne
- 1_34 ‘.
1 - i




rsheba, Descending to the Dead Sea down a sheer escas
pent, it drops 1000 feet in two miles. In the abyss, in the
st of a fantastic landscape, which looks like mountains of

moon, an industrial area bursts out incongruously. '.f.

see spreading salt- and channels to conduct the wa
from thieshaﬂuwsoﬁfznead&atothepamaqd the towe:
“shafts and pipes of the factory. Sedom itself is marked
stee cliﬂ'on-ystalsalt on the western shore. Here, tradi
ally, is the Pillar of Salt into which Lot's wife was tuw
Sywhen she looked back in the flight from the doomed ci
“The Dead Sea is called by the Arabs ‘The Sea of Lot’. Tc
Jews are mining the salt from the Chff of Lot, cutting i
slabs, hurling it down to the beach, whence
P lorry t:heeba.f 7 : .
i ed to plant of the potash enterprise at
porth end of the Sea was a Jewish agri m:fus? it
iwhich was also destroyed in the War. A group of young
and women, most of whom had come to the country as chile
from Hitler's Germany, carried out an experiment on
acres of what was waste land impregnated with salt.

ed water from the River Jordan, which flowed in its deep
h beneath their land, and washed the soil clean acre by

it with vegetables and fruit, and part they turned
nonds for breeding carp. In a few years they had establis
@ prosperous collective farm.

" The Dead Sea, then, already belies its name, and with
est of Palestine shows abundant signs of revival. The Jew
‘eall it by its Bible name: ‘The Sea of Salt'. In antiquity thi
jon round the northern shore of the Sea was indecd one o
the world’s beauty spots. Here was Jericho, about seven n
o the north of the point where Jordan runs into the Sea.

lericho was surrounded by orchards, plantations and fo
It was famous for its date-palms, its figs, and its balsam
“from which was derived the balm of Gilead. Josephus,
historian of the first century, who wrote the story o

h Wars against the Romans, said of Jericho: It is
to find any climate on earth to compare with it."” Modes
ho has remained a pleasant place, set in the midst of
and banana orchards date-palms, and in the
ate time was a favourite winter resort. i

N



e old city which Joeshua and the Childre :

1. 1t is set by a copious spring. The mound has bes
thoroughly excavated in the last fifty years than any
site in the Holy Land. First a German expedition, :

after the First World War, the English Professor
f ang dug hthcmta,examhmdevmjrpim i
1 ery, fragment of wall and grave, and traced one town
another. The latest expedition, ing in 1952, and led!
the Englishwoman, Miss Kenyon, for Brtish Schoal
- hacology and the Palestine loration Fund, has found
i nfantimtmﬂs.huria]smdﬁgimtsgoingba&tn
1t is claimed that Jericho was the oldest walled city in the
world. And the town takes its Hebrew name from the moon,
‘which was the first object of man’s worship. :
‘The history of civilization might begin with the words:
the beginning was Jericho”. At a period ,when all the
ements of antiquity were just passing from the stage of
ad life to the primitive village, Jericho was approaching
character of a town with a massive stone wall and houses.
‘elustered in a large area. At the same level relics were found
ofmen’s earliest artifice, portrait-heads modelled in plaster on
‘&t foundation of human scalps. And there were relics of &
emple, perhaps man's earliest place of worship. =
_ The oldest settlement belangs to the calcolithic—meaning’
‘the Copper and Stone Age. In that period man began to use
“umetal to supplement the stone tools and implements w
o served for weapons, for scraping the , for-
ing fish, and for ing himself beautiful. The next '
vilization, the Bronze Age, came when men mastered the'
1 ,4 turning copper to bronze, and metal superseded
mstruments. After that, about 1000 B.C., came the Iron
- Excavations in 1953 and 1954, by Miss Kathleen Ker
roduced the thrilling discovery of burial chambers d
s 2000 B.c. They were in perfect condition on the hil

~around the Tell and under the Mount of Temptation. In s

,- em the scalps were piled around the chambers, Offe

. i eat and dnnk for the gods, and jugs and plates

in each chamber, and for each skeleton a dagger.
same chambers there was a single burial; and the skeleton
act on a wooden bier. In others, family burials of
more bodies, with the like funeral furniture, In others ag :




n d ; hturhurhk. By some amazing freal
el '-thewmg.yﬂfthablmmdthemfuﬂhewom 3
f preserved. So were the very joints of meat for the
gring. And remains of liquor were in the jars. There were
sgged stools and couches, such as are found in the
tian tombs, mdhaskdsmtha.rt:d&afnrwmm
beauty. So unexpectedly we have life-like pictures of social i
-hthn]urdanvaﬂeyasmﬂashuﬂahufthnmmnte 5 i
mhnrlhunmm:nEgy‘pthjrtheTnmbsufthe Kings.
¢ are not less exciting because they reveal the life of 5"’
pmon man, and not of Kings. _ o
he finds of the archaeologists strengthen the case that
was destroyed by the Children of Israel about 1400
and that the exodus from Egypt, therefore, took place
forty years before that date. On that shuvmf
aoh of the Exodus was Amenhotep III, and not :
nptah who reigned zoo years later. Some scholars had "
woured the later date because of the stele of Merenptah,
discovered in Egypt, which recorded *“Israel is desulaie
page 95). That boast, however, must probab 3
tnalatarmvmnnofthel.a.nduﬂ:amanmthedzys

3

mdguuﬂm‘aeLDumga]ltﬁntpmudEggrpthﬂda m-? ‘.

erain authority over the coastal = 0

ics of the Egyptian occupation of _Tenf.hn before P

h mn , scarabs and beads, vases and pottery, & 4

i Garstang d.lsl:mgmshed between i

, the earlier about 1750 B.C. and the .

nbontlsoo Hetﬁuvadnlmthat ..-:,_ 5

destruction of City about 1400, the site was not -

ed for some five centuries. The relics of the buildin E

e of the destruction show traces of a terrific fire. ut £

thewhnle mmbefmdwhchdmmtshw -
m,dmntqmtudhmks,mﬂpﬂm

.ﬁat of

e Old City under the mound was next to a copious sprin g
Ames uﬂerhsha.Strmmsmfrmnthnsprmgthm he
vﬂ]age,andeverywhﬂeiaabundamufﬁ'esh nning
are strewn in the gardens. In the

pica plamufuldth# ~cane flourished, and ruins
r mills, also from the Middle Ages, are scattered in the

s R il L



atra, to whom it had been tedhyHnIkAutn
i dmdthm.]msvisitﬁijermhuunhmway&ﬂmﬁ [ile
- Jerusalem. And a monastery stands on the hill above
‘Jordan Valley, which is the traditional Mount of Temptz
Thy m&hphs of Damm:ﬁ seven mnturhtiﬂtﬁr.'
r~ 80 uwmterm LS Du:tmg 2 e
g m‘ld ‘War archaeologists of Pal&r{ﬁm unearthed from
-~ san therd:nnfapahmﬁvemﬂunﬂrthaf_]ﬂm:hu
Wi splendidly dt?lmrniad mtﬁhddmnsa;m—-artﬂbn i T
. ; epn:tmg hm:!:mg and was equipped wit
1 luxy pools and fountains fed by a
il uct thi: Mount of Temptation. The builder was
Sultan Tbn Hashim, a son of the Sultan who built the lo
'un goftheﬂnckm]mmim{mp 76). The mo
launt—'Go to Jericho'—would certainly not have
weyed the same sense in ancient times. For Jericho was
_ & furnunte pleasance, like the French Riviera of our
it is surrounded by camps of Arab refugees fi

Itis too, a strange irony of language which has de
from Jericho, where uumyﬂiﬂmmmsoldmthah
“jerry-built'. The Bible story of the tumbling of the
‘the city, when it was besieged by Joshua and the Chil
i Israel, is the origin of that phrase. Modern scholars &
" t&esuﬂdmdﬁtmhunasanmrthquﬂkz.h
Jordan Valley earthquakes are common; and modern Je
ot ich was jerry-built, waslaid low by a qunkamxw !
_ Jericho is not the only place in this lower part of th
Jordan Valley, the lowest spot on the globe, to give up in om
ys the record of man's earliest civilization, While the

tmnwasd:ggmgmthalfumduf]’
Vi eological Expedition was digging in other m ;
n]m:huandtheDmdSea.Th:yrewahﬂthe elic



dom and Gomorrah

fon has put those places at the southern end of the Deag
was clear anyhow that these primitive cities, with th

dean pottery of the age of the Hebrew ﬁmudu :
 destroyed suddenly by some calamity. They may well
had some connection with Abraham and Lot who came

f P ﬂongtheshnresnfthe Dead Sea on the western’
ide, the first striking feature is a black cliff honeycombed
fith caves at a place called Feshker. The site has become
pddenly famous in recent years. Here, in 1947, some Arab

ds, tending their flocks, lighted accidentally on a seales
and entering it found a hoard of scrolls that proved to be™

sw manuscripts. Some were contained in big earthenwar
rs and sealed with a kind of gum. The scrolls were in leathes
undles, which looked like the packages of dried -apricots.
the Turkish and Arab soldiers used to carry as their
s. The shepherds sold some to a Syrian bishop, others to.

sor Sukenik of the Hebrew University. When the
and other scholars unravelled their brittle leather;
 found a complete manuscript of the Hebrew Book of
h, a commentary on the Bible Book of Habakkuk, and
ounknown books in Hebrew, which are all believed to bet

v centuries than any manuscript of the Hebrew

ible heretofore known. ,’
L Some years ago, indeed, fragments of the Greek Book of
Deuteronomy, a part of the Septuagint Greek translation of
hie Hebrew Bible made in the third century B.c,, were found
a bundle of papyri in the Rylands Library of Manchester.
And scholars have dated these Greek fragments as of the
century B.c. They were a parcel of the papyrus

g for mummies of human beings. It was part of the

ation of the mummy to have this stiffening of a kind of

d. And these Bible ents were mixed with

ts of a book of Homer's Iliad. But the only Hebrew

pt of any part of the Bible approaching that age was

tiny papyrus ma?ml'mmd in Egypt, with the Ten
._- and the yer of ‘Shema’, declaring the™

= Dead Sea Scrolls, as they are commonly known, are

brew. One of the books is an apocalyptic poem which
struggle between the forces of light and the forces.

.
£
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lernies and the Seleucids. It is the first ¢

calyptic literature to be discovered in the ori
a hawmmedmmusmﬁmaknrmathﬂ
tions. Another scroll was found to contain twelve Psalms
post-Biblical age, each beginning with the phrase: “I p
Th Dl.m'd. Themptnfbulhthmsuul]smthe s
‘Hebrew, which has been used for 2000 vears to write the so
C theHm:booksmtheS e; but it has some charac-
t ':swmchmpmumls or th nmlstudyufthg'ﬂ hrew:

Thﬁschula.ts have not yet ended their con
date of the finds. But it is generally amepledthat '
ong to the pre-Christian or to the earliest Christian |
: _H.Itmsurmhadthntthzyweatmud:uthemm du
time of the Jewish struggle with the Romans, by a co

of the monastic Jewish sect, the Essenes. Both the ]
tistorian Josephus and the Roman historian Pliny, who

f of the first century com a Natural History
.';,.. tha.ttheEMﬂhvedm h
st side of the Sea. Pliny sa: thqrwem"awn.}rfmm e
es, outnfn{th:m mﬁutnm:rt~_
- solitary sect, and strange all things in the world",
~ We know, too, that the pacifist Essenes stayed in thess
unngthemdzathshm_:glesnfthejewuhnai}m
wars against the Romans, 66-70, and the Revolt under Bar=
iCochba, 132-5. Itnlitﬂythatmtheﬁxstnrmnd century,
en the Romans were exterminating the Jews in Palestine
asIhﬂerutmnatadthe]mmEmpe:Bﬂu :
—the survivirs of the monastic sect hid a thm:
mthtmm.mthntthajrshnu!dmt '

iving the rules for the conduct of
tation of the book of the

on Itmmidthata.tntium:linthumm
nic quotations is in accord with the vhws
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onomy about the unity of God (Shema) and the Ten ;-
andments w:h.'i.ﬂh was a -[Um uﬂd h}' the H I...

During the last years the discoveries of more ancien
d hun

cripts an of Bible fragments in neighbou

s of the wilderness—long inaccessible—at a

an' by name, have piled up. Whole libraries have been
ed, as well as a large Jewish cemetery and ruins of @
ogue. There are letters from the Jewish leader of the
t himself, Bar-Cochba, to his Chief of Staff, and procla=
ns by him calling to the people to rise. The books
ents throw a flood of light on the Bible and on the s
he period when Christianity had its origin. It is an i
that the desolate Dead Sea region in our time has given this
fller knowledge of the past, and the Sea itself has becomea =
source of fertility for the regeneration of the Hol Land.
. One of the Essenes’ retreats was the oasis of ]:!.'nged.i, south
of Feshker, which suddenly bursts out in the desolate
cape. It is made fertile by a bounteous spring. The same F
ibes its former fertility and its groves of palms,
to Jerusalem; and in the Song of Solomon the vin
di are an image of fruitfulness. %‘hemv&sin the wilde ’
3 T i were the scene of the drama of David and King ¥
There David caught unawares the King who with 300
T Wis ing him; and spared his life (1 Sam. xxiv).
oday Engedi is a military post of Israel at the fronties
en Israel and Jordan. For, while the northern part af* x
Dead Sea is altogether within Jordan, south of Engedi the '
s bisected notionally between the two States. The v : A
; and shore are Israel, and the eastern half and _ 4
elong to Jordan. A group of pioneering youth have :I
to Israel’s military post at Engedi. They have startec =
reclamation and cultivation of the seil, clearing awa
rock, filling in the fissures, and terracing the slopes. They
‘to testore the vineyards of which the Song of
s, and to replant the date-palms. The prophecy of Ez
z realized (xlvii): From Engedi by the stream o
- shall grow all kinds of trees for i -
he caves around Engedi have been explored in these last .

iLd



. JEWEALL - LLELL 'I:"-: b :.-' ¢

!I.' “documents 'ﬂf"ﬂnthmfy,f uch as ;-_r i
£ss of Judea in the Arab area have so abundantly’
‘incredibly given. Broken Roman potsherds were strewn abg
»indicating that the caves had been inhabited: and the: Wi

mains of Roman camps similar to that of Masada (men

=
- LIONEd

tampaign of extermination that followed the defeat of
Cochba, took refuge in these caves, Just as the Jews
~refuge in the sewers of Warsaw during the Nazi war
- term in ﬁuﬂ ﬂgﬂiﬂst Pﬂ‘liﬁh Jm‘r}', 5
Ten miles south of Engedi is that desolate hill of ¥
ich was the scene of the Jews' last stand in A.D. 0.
cipitously 1500 feet above the sea, it was a natural : :
ipied by the Maccabees, then two centuries later o
~and finally, for their last stand, by the Zealots who we f
diehards of Jewish resistance. Its look is warthy of its histe
w al la A
A , the Roman road which ran
the sea to the camps; and the Roman ramp by which €he
_egionaries fought their way up the sheer mountain-side
aght up their sicge-engines—all these have remained 2
in the rainless, desert area. The scene recalls vivid
ible might of Rome and the desperate valour of the
the hill-top are the walls behind which they def
mselves, and the rocks hurled by the Roman cats
inst them. When they could no longer resist, they
to their lives rather than that they or their wiv
€hildren should fall into the hands of the Romans. =
| South of Masada rises the hill, or rather cliff, 300 feet high,
Which is a solid mass of crystal salt, and is known as th
smountain of Sodom’ (see p. 133). Beyond the salt m
the hills recede; and at the lower end of the Sea s
ningly endless wilderness. One small oasis bre:
ation. Here, as at Engedi, springs of fresh water
and the plant for the extraction of the chemicals
d Sea and a village for the workmen have been plas
- to the spring. But today the spring is within the 3
the Arab Kingdom of Jordan, just across the frontier, 3
Jewish workers are cut off from it. In the Dark and
settlement of Jewish traders dwelt here, at a stage

i
]
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P e o

below). But hitherto no documents have been for nd. The
‘inference is that Jewish rebels, fleeing from the ruthless

i e AT o i | | Tl & T ST ey -

B . g T e p— |



Sodom
iF i5 often given to chapels of refuge in England to this
In the east side of the Dead Sea the mountains are b
‘on the west; and rise steeply from the shore in rge
es to a height of 3000 to 4000 feet. Starting again from
northern end, you come after a few miles to an oasis @
and tropical vegetation which burst out from the e
They are nourished by pools of warm sulphurous wa
ng up close to the shore. Here in the Roman time wasa
spa with the name Calirrhoe, meaning ‘fair stream’
the springs towers the height of Machaerus, which w
fied by Herod and was the prison of John the Bapti
Here Salome danced and demanded John's head as reward. Tt
Was one of the foriresses of the Jewish nation in their fight for
dependence, first against the Hellenistic, and then againsd
he Roman Empire. It looks out on the other fortress off
Miasada, on the western side of the Sea, and was also the sceng
if & death struggle of the people. -
ome miles south of the hot springs, the river known in thes
as the Armnon—now called Mojib—flows into the
It makes its way through a narrow gorge of
ne cliffs, descending in precipitate course from the
tains of Moab. By its banks, in the middle of the last®
an archaeologist discovered an inscribed stone that
story. It records in the Moabite language the explonss
bf 3 king of the ninth century B.C., who fought against Israels
e script is like Hebrew, and its interpretation was an
mportant step in the science of reading the records of

After the Arnon mouth a promontory breaks the line of the
Sea for ten miles. It is called Lisan, meaning tongue. And
ymposed of white hillocks of marl which look like a snow=

e northern and the southern points of the promontory
curiously, English names. The narthern cape is Po
n, named after an Irish sailor. In the early years of
enth century he exploréd the then uncharted Sea,
f the trials which he suffered from the sun and thi

thern cape is called Molyneux, after another sailo

ish Navy, who in 1847 explored the Sea in a

his life. An American naval officer,

&

-
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! ‘impregnable crag. The Bible name was Kir Moab; but i
' : eﬁgﬁltmtmnﬂnnmdhytheﬂrmdﬂsto Cha

vl . Today theﬁ.rabsmlhtKethmmthe

- of Balak, the Chieftain of Moab, who sent Balaam to cm
'l'- mnfhad.mtnwnmdunmtedbyaimhm
- Crusaders built by King Fulco of Jerusalem in 1189,
| ~ from Kerak that the famous Count Remu;lhgtleh
‘ ' ded the Saracen Kingdoms, transporting a
ﬂlaha.TheAmhsumekanﬂnfthemlﬂhﬂl
# . around it maintained their independence of the Turkish
' y 'tiﬂthc cighties of the last century. Then the Sultan
. * Hamid sent troops to subdue and massacre them. The b
[{ . at the end of the century, of the Moslem pilgrim raily
, - passed the now deserted land nf Moab, streng
P “the hold of the Central Government. The railway runs p
N ~with the Roman road, constructed by the Emperor °
B yearsagumththemmepurpmﬂgamtudaythﬂ
 of roads is the means for linking the desolate area of th
% ~ Sea with the teeming life of Israel, and for making its chs
" ‘wealth the source of fertilizing the desert spaces. The
" carry along the highway from the southern end of the Sea
. Beersheba the life-giving minerals which may u-" i
- Wilderness again blossom as the rose. 3
gt Smci: this chq:]t:gr was written, Enghls::. French and Ise
) ....-- separate regions have unes -
: and manusu?;tmtrmm The Bedu &
ged by their fortune, eagerly set about hu
e in other caves. It became their chief occup
ase manuscripts. The caves which honeycombed tl
between Bethlehem, on the borders of the wildes
E , and the Dead Sea, proved a rich quarry. Manus
Aramaw themipucﬂ of books of the Bib
3 O] Bk mmu T FIMET]
‘gathered by the bushel. They await the interpret:
scholars; but their content and their script, the j

[
.;:In.

pers in which some were found, and the in




.'Itmmﬂmwﬂam. , in whi
s and the dried ink were still The '
cat was abandoned could be fixed by Roman

h coins which were found on the site. It was in the -'-'j__

'hstyu:anmdtpmdmtaxpedmonuithnj
m begun the scientific mmyof
'icnttms It has found the Palace of Herod,
halls of Corinthian columns, mpamtedfrﬁmq. i
raries andmtemi.hthzhw-tnithahﬂl s Josep

s them in the last book of his Wars of the Jews,
may have in store still more sensational finds in this
on, which has become the Eldorado of archasologist




i CHAPTER XII A
" The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan =

L HE country on the east side of the River Jorda n 1: -
included after the Fist World War in the Britss

Mandate for Palestine, but was administered separa
differently from the country of Western Palestine. The
ional Home was not to be established in that

dated territory which was included in the area des

ises for Arab autonomy. The provisions
fandate, therefore, for facilitating the establishment
" Jewish National Home were declared by the
Mandatory, with the approval of the Council of the L
ions, not to be applicable in Trans-Jordan. On the
0 l.hﬂ Pmmﬂnﬁ in the Hﬂ.ﬂdﬂntﬂ fﬂr ENCoOUragy

cuted than in Western Palestine, since only one nat
lved. Even before the Mandate was confirmed in
League of Nations, England recognized the Arab
‘Abdullah as an independent ruler of Trans-Jordan, sub :
advice for the foreign affairs of the country, but for all internal
fmatters enjoying autonomy. .
' The steps towards independence were taken rapi
1923, the British Government agreed to adjust its )
relations with the Emir by a Treaty, as it had alrea
ifs relations in Iraq with his brother, King Feisal. Th
provided for a constitutional régime of the Emir, who
to place His Majesty's Government in a position
international obligations as laid down in Man
il 1929, the Emir opened in Amman the first Pa ;
h had been elected from the 300,000 inhabitants of
try. Throughout the years of the Arab revolt against

sh Administration in Western Palestine (1936
b pa
loyally by E an ies.



notables of those areas, l':m: changed the title to
Eaahen:nti: dom of Jordan. Hashem is the na
3 y the tribe of Mohamed himse ‘;
Ah&u]lah s family has sprung. The territory which
to the Kingdom of Jordan included the old walled City
psalem with the Moslem, theChmhsnandtheJ
Places. When the proposal for an international Tru
érime in the whole city of Jerusalem and neighbo
s was adopted by the Assembly of the Unit
to it as Israel E

th was as strongly opposed
hm:se]fm]linggtg' accept a High Commmnnerni

Natmm to be guardian of the Holy Places.
of Jordan has not yet been admitted

e Kingdom
to the United Nations becaunse of the Soviet
g his last years, King Abdullah pursued schemes for
of his Kingdom with its greater neighbours, Imq
His hope of ruling a Greater Syria, which would
ories of the Arab Calipha te,wasffmﬁatedh}'& ;
in the Arab League. The flag of Jordan with its four
5, white, black, green and n.-ﬁ, is a touching, almost &
ie, reminder of that old glory. For the four co ouE
enit three Moslem Arab dynasties, the Omayads,
s and the Fatimites, who between the eighth
thmtunﬁ tuled vast areas of the civilized world
¢ Hashemite dynasty of theng s family, that cls
e descent from Mohamed's tribe.
» King Abdullah was believed to favour a peace s
h the State of Iimei On account of that attitude ]1
red in 1051, by minions of that intransigent, f
which was d to prevent negotiation fl.'.st
He was succeeded by his eldest son, Tallal, who, hoy
, year, abdicated because of illness in favour of his
n, then a schoolboy in England. Hussein was cro
I Hay :953, one month the mtmhmni 0

utigml.ltm'ntury of Trans-Jordan consisted mz J

ion between the rift of the Jordan Valley

Mhr?nlhewutandthe&mndm
mdmhndswhnh-—pamgﬁm
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coun _ ::;kd- ildren of
edd after the ex from Egypt £ years
[ETTIESS, n.ndbn{nre thﬂ? ﬂntﬂt’l:d thePf'ﬂﬂﬁHi
mt Nebo, where Moses viewed the Land he was
, s in Ammon. A part was included in the C
gdom of Israel and allotted to the tribes of Reuben, G
Manasseh, after Joshua's conquest of the coun
side of Jordan. It was, also, the native land of Je
Ruth and the prophets, Elijah and Elisha. But aft
ad Judah had been taken into captivity by the Assyris
e Babylonians, the country was no longer inhabited
rew people. It was abandoned to nomad tribes, ar
ns for some centuries passed out of history, _
" The conquest of the Persian Empire by the Greeks ung
Alexander the Great at the end of the fourth century.
e the territory again a centre of cvilization. Fi
on was a favoured meeting-place of East and West.
ism and Judaism were side by side. Its scenery b
cing resemblance to that of Macedonia, from wk
guering army of Alexander had come. It attracted
n Europe. And the Hellenistic successors of Ale
ted on the site of the old villages of Moab and Amm
m towns designed on the model of their beloved
ates, Some of them bore the names of the townss
=G0l ., like Fﬂuﬂ.—the Eanaalﬁte Hhiﬁ—"ﬁ'hiﬁh “i" t

'.: be one of the settlements of the earliest Christians. |_' I

ical names of others were changed for Greek. Am
ath Ammon of the Bible, became Philadelphia,
of brotherly love. Jerash became Gerasa.

" The splendid ruins of temples, forums, arches and theatre

these places bear witness to their populousness an
sperity in those days. were important towns
and trade routes to the Orient which crossed the

i eague of ten autonomous

in the second century B.C., was extende:
across Jordan; and the people of Edom,

¢ & - L %



hvmgmthe country across the Jord‘.a.n
eans, made themselves a powerful border force. Fo
v ruled from Damascus to the Red Sea, and ]

d also the Negev of Western Palestine, and culti ates
its barren steppes. They were the great carava

ts of the Middle East, following the Phoenicians y
the maritime merchants. They traded in the balm
from Southern Arabia and the merchandise of
chief city was Petra, which means simply Rock
of our Peter. Petra is identified with the biblical
.of Edom, whose name also means Rock. One
n historians of the first century B.c. describes the b
al state of the Nabateans, of which he had heard f
ve of Petra:

| "It is exceedingly well-governed. Many Runms-

e fur-c ers live there; and they are occasic
i wsuits, But none of the natives htlgnte
‘each other andmevm'mytknykeepthepﬁm. \

the second century the Roman Emperor Trajan sub
ateans, and made theic country the Roman pro
a Petraea. So long as the 'Roman Peace’ was m

, the towns of the border-marches of Trans-Jorc

d. It was possible then to travel on the st
roads for roo miles or more in the day. When
became Christian, the pagan temples were transforr
hurches, the Roman baths into monasteries; and

g continued to flourish. Petra was the seat of a

and the Greek Orthodox Bishop of the Holy C
m took, and still takes; his title from FPhiladel;

)- The Roman frontier road, the Limes, which

mnqumtmtheseventhmntnryga

'qunnmhmhunontheedgenfth&vm
a new

'Iheﬂrabmlu:sm

A g



pints on the rocky hills that guar i
knew the country as Oultre-Mer, that is, ac
1-Sea. We may their castles with those
he Norman barons on the borders of Wales.
RV, ':'j.!tr.r the Crusaders were driven out of the Holy L3
the thirteenth century, however, and the dominion
the Arabs to peoples from Central Asia, Seljuk
nan Turks converted to Islam, who were roug hie
a long eclipse fell on the country. Then came
jan hordes from Central Asia, the Tartars an
ols. They destroyed the villages, cut down the
sted the wells and the irrigation channels. The deses
drifted over the cultivation, and “‘the thin strip |
hage which divides the desert from the sown' was ©
The country, once so prosperous, afforded &
; for a few thousand Arabs, of the Bedu nomad
“And so it remained for 500 years. 3
" The one link with its splendid past was the road—tl
Ror frontier highway—that ran from Damascus

ds, by the edge of the desert to the Arabian pe

it remained the highway for Moslem pilgrims travelll

from Syria and Palestine to Mecca and Medina,
the army of the faithful set out, attended by a n

y of shopkeepers, soldiers and thieves, and led

st Satan.

few miles east of the Pilgrim Way, and east of one

ns, Ziza, which in the Second World War was
you come suddenly on a relic of the former
keleton of a P Palace of Meshatta,

TTIEE1AT]




glory that has gone. .
not until the middle of the nineteenth century tha
- across Jordan began to recover from its ki
and then very slowly. The tyrannical Sultan of Tu
Hamid, who reigned from 1878 to 1908, while
. Empire was disintegrating, sought to strengthen ha
in the remote provinces by planting there group
ns.- They were Moslem fugitives from Turkestan,
exation by Russia. Then, with German technical
ilt for stra.tugi:g:rm-poscs, proved vain in 1916, an
d by the side of the stony track of the pilgrims.
buildings were erected by each reservoir of the P
i begun in 1900, and reached Amman in
ally some of the wasted land was reclaimed, and so
ined villages were restored to human habitation. £
were Amman and Es-Salt, between Jericho and A
f the biblical sites to be resettled was Madeba in )
entioned in the Book of Isaiah (xv, 2), and was thi
Christian Bishop in the Byzantine Empire. Two the
ans, driven from another town in Moab, while bu
 homes in the ruins, uncovered an antique mosaic be
foor of a ruined basilica of the sixth century. The
d a map of Palestine and Egypt and of Jerusal
they were in the days of Justinian. t is a most p
¢ to the knowledge of the topography and buildings
y City as it was before the Arab conquest.
y cultivation was restored, and tribes were settlec
Yet, when the Emir Abdullah was recognized in 1
British Government as ruler of a territory larger in
‘Palestine west of the Jordan, the total number
lants did not exceed one-quarter million. And n
them were nomad Arabs. At that time three-q
ion were living in Western Palestine, the other s
territory under the British Mandate.
ng the thirty years of Abdullah’s rule, the por
in Western Palestine, was trebled. It is now es
ooo. But it has grown most spectacularly du
years, since the establishment of the State of Israel
ﬁfhﬂithashemdpnhlﬁd.ﬁ.hrggpnﬂ of the
e to the inclusion in the Kingdom of the wedgeo
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uding those in the Old City of L \

; town added to Trans-Jordan was the
tkhem which the Arabs have called Nablus (see p. 1
Two other towns in the Samarian Plateau are Jenin,
nmands the eastern section of the Vale of Esdrael

Karm, which commands the Coastal Plain at the
the valley that leads down from Nablus. In the a)
itean two cities famous in the Hebrew Bible, Bethleh: m, tF
thplace of David, and Hebron his first capital and the bus

of the Patriarchs, are part of Jordan. N
addition to the settled and permanent inhabitan
-Jordan has been a place of refuge for as man

the territory of Israel who fled in the course o
en 400,000 and 500,000 are living there,

in camps or in caves. So far only a small portion

willing to be settled on the land. I

Thirty years ago the town of Amman, now the capital

dom, was simply one long street in the cleft of a

gh which runs a stream. Above the valley and the
vast Hellenistic amphitheatre with seats rising in

sculpted from the rock, for 7000 persons, a remir

former size and greatness of the place. An old
still spans the stream. The nuns of a Sass

an Citadel crown the hill above the amphithea

recalls the period before the Arab conquest
East, when the Persians constantly invaded
ted the Eastern Marches of the Byzantine Ri

ire. A modern royal palace of the King of Jordan, k

a somewhat incongruous Swiss architecture,

side of the Persian ruins. Below, outside the s

, are the British Embassy and the Legations of

tign states. Mosques, hospitals and schools have sp
ihe town, and a Museum of Antiquities is being
d with the fruits of excavation in a land as

e e P Graem-R tiquities
most impressive oman anti ,
leed in all Palestine, are found not at A

Vb -..'-



years later the Roman Pompey,

! th: lhurt-ﬂvtd Jewish Empire, made it g
ndent Greeke City State. It was one of the Le
s that in a way anticipated the League of Arab
A Jewish community remained in the city,
l.!{mlmnoe distinguished the citizens of Gerasa.
and churches were built side by side with
and their ruins, eéxcavated in recent years,
. They form an epitome of the post-biblical ciy
the B'ble land: a perfect specimeén of a Roman f&
e Circassians, who were placed at Jerash by the Tm
havoc of the colunins and the capitals that strewed
‘But the British School of Archaeology, which i
of the Mandate carried out a thorough explorats
the destruction of the ruins. {]'t' ﬂm grmt olonn:
had s00 columns, sevent
e Holy Way (Via Sacra) imk by tmph:sand
second century A.D., and Byzantine churches dece
mosaics, that throw a flood of light on ancient geom
ent art, have been impressively restored to®
tion has disclosed thirteen Byzantine sanctuaries b
the third and sixth centuries. In one church
= gweawwd cture of the cities of Egypt in the
i neath the level of another church

tor unmwmd fragments of a synagoeue which is
urth or fifth century.
mosaic of the Jerash Synagogue depicts a scene ﬁf * «
i the figures of Shem and Japhet and a dove carrying
8. Animals moving into the ark form the frieze a ]
jects. There is an mcumrletu inscription in Greek, of ©

he end is clear: “Amen, Selah, Peacetothe S

anel is another inscription in Hebrew characters to i
* of the benefactors of the synagogue: *'Phineas, son of

Jose, son of Samuel, and Judas, son of Hezekiah
-utheﬁfthmmrv the Jews in the Di
n Empire wrote Hebrew and Greek, am‘l

ress ion of the synagogu nbyt.h:thun:htunk -

: reig :-nf,]uﬁtmnn (¢. 530), the codifier of the R
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royed thedmrdmsnndbunhm.ct_

ques. Jerash remained an imporfant plim

ayad caliphs, whose capital was at Damascus;
nake in the eighth century and the shfung

phate to Bagdad ended its career, and it sank away

) Smnetmtvmuesnnrth of Jerash is another relic o
vilization, the Saracen castle of Ajlun. You come to it
d rolling country, with the sight of Hermﬁnm:ta
ded as it were between heaven and earth,
. Ajlun is in the south of thelﬂndafﬂaﬁha.nin
he giant ‘sons of Anak' lived; but is not a Biblical site,
stle rises from the rocky cliff above the ordan Valley, ;
erlooks the whole of Palestine from to B
din, whose seal is set in the walls, built the castle
Christian barons in check. It was the retort to the
e, Belvoir, or Kaukab el Hawa (Star uf$ f’ :wih
ed on the escarpment of the opposite side o
falley between Tiberias and Baisan. Though shah!n by
L earthquakes of 1837 and 1927, which laid low many p
e still has a look of impregnability. Eastwards §
3 munafullofwl hnstmumms.ﬂnnsp:mm
m is the Cathedral of a, built of the volcanic b
the formation of the land throughout the m:::h:ﬁ

Ihennrthambmmdarjru[thel{mgdum ordan ru
‘headlong course of the Yarmuk river whi nsing
: Hauran, falls in rapids thr a deep
. waytathe]ordan At the gorge three States, forn
ve mandated territories, meet-—Sjmmthcnmﬂ':th,
wis
nfthedmdvebaﬁlasuithewnﬂd.Ymukutha
aotio Gfthﬂﬁmekmﬂlﬂm uditwt




of the
meaning the hot springs. Here a boiling
g bursts out of the ground. It was known in the Ta
ews as Hamatha—which is the same Semitic 100
‘by the spring the remains of an ancient synagogue
1 excavated. The hot baths of Tiberias some ten
: 'ﬂﬂlhmunsasthqwurem!inmn.ntums.
s at El Hammeh were even more frequented in the B
! ml:moftheRmnucmgatmn are scattered about th
thermlm station you see the ruined wal
gates of a Roman theatre, and a little way u
nnthenthtr mdeufﬂ:.e Yarmuk, are larger rui
atres, a temple and a forum. Thejrhcbyamu,gh
Now known as Um-Keis, it is identified E?r
as a centre of culture. Thermt).l;sare a testime
ance of that calture. _
of the |

baths of Gadara were, during the
mndmﬁymfamctuthmofﬂmarmthuﬂay

and the town which grew around them was a cel
life. In the first century of the Christian
er, who was ane of the pi

o
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The mpltai city of thc Nabateans is cut out of

sandstone mountains:

! .-nla&:
1 A rose-red city half as old as time,
nglish poet described it a hundred years ago. The v
o

nes that precede are:




sheep. i
“The city is built in the deep narrow gorge which ope
7 defiles. The tnmpleﬁ. theatres and sepo
d out of the solid dark red stone of the chiffs,
zht and shadows piercing through the narrow
e ethereal colours. High above the gorge, 700 feet up
o feet above sea-level, is a place of moch older wo
_High Place of the Horites or Canaanites, who m
elt in the caves 3000 years ago. It preserves with
nary vividness the traces of the old cults; the
ponrt, the sacrificial altar and two obelisks eut out of
roc] in'l:nd They are the objects of the earliest Semitic we
'ﬂmmn_w.m in which the ruined city is built or sculp
¢ the Arabs Wadi Hr.rmsa the River of Moses. H

water flow for the murmuring Chﬂﬂrm of Ismt.il

the muunt&m.& above it is named after Aaron, the

s associated with Moses and the us of the Chi
el from Egypt. Some scholars have placed in t
y :lh;a&ed l‘;tnm of Kﬂféﬁﬁh Bﬂ.rm “hﬂcfﬂm

orty years, though the spring of Ka
y been located in the Sinai peninsula. More
15 the country of Edom, which means Red: and
i tmmtheredstnnenfthemnvnns
the two centuries before the Christian era and
y of that era the Nabatean Arabs spread ther
on both sides of the Araba, and in their n
rsses maintained their independence of the R
t Emperor Trajan subdued them. Petra was almuat
nndltsmlmumthep'nmufthcmﬁm
__En:nnnurth to mthami from east to
hidden away in their inaccessible
mmﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂttt of the world. But in the th
fu:rth:rh:thﬂﬂﬂintﬁt




uttheﬂrmdtm:t
ﬁﬂthebegmnm of the nmeteenth cen
mois Swiss mvnller. Burckhardt,
Arab, discovered it; andnfewmrslahrm
traveller, Banlm,inmduEBymn Today it
gus of an ancient civilization’, dear to 0

: ogist.
‘Petra, the rose-red city, to Akaba and the gulf
the road lies through the stark arid count
tnwhhﬂlﬂuﬁesﬂedfmmﬁg}rpt when he had
S0 n[hlsbmthremﬂemhtﬁawthcwmdﬂ
-Emh.Ththnd of Midian s a weird and f
fsan andhmnstmmh:ﬁ&lnmostnfrtﬂmn-
I‘.ntmn not even the black-hair tents of the
1 mmhabttedplammthzmytathemm
1], as it has been for 4ooo years, a fenced city, the s
¢ and the market-town of this inhospitable land.
d a garrison here; and today it is oocnpmd
ent of the Arab Legion, Jordan's mili
h-its grey fortress wails from the waste of
_jul‘pmt uf civilization before the desert which st
E;la:t.tuﬂngdad and to the south, to the Hl}ij?‘
\ Maan the road comes down to the sea at 4

ast side of the Gulf, which is the only port of
| of Jordan. . pork i
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TR Syria and the Lebanon
I-:-:IIHIII :I--
;,.:‘ 5*.. TINE and Syria have been intimately

,- together thréughout the Until the British ©
- ‘and occupation by Allenby’s y in 1918, most of F
* was administratively a pat of two Turkish pro
. wvilayets, Syria and Beirut—the latter being the caj

m'm port of the territory we know as the Li
e was called, indeed, by the Arabs, Southérn Sy

" At the end of the First World War the pnnmpal Alhad
- Palestine from Syria. They gave the Mandated
I'llﬂtme including Trans Jordan, to Great Bntl.ln and
' Mandate for Syria, including the Lebanon, to Franu:.
“and the Lebanon became independent States before Is

:‘7
"F
__Im'dnn
'- - Syria, as we have noted, takes its nmimm'l‘ym
Snr} which was the most famous Phoenijcian hnrhum
ﬁ merchants of Tyre, the Bible tells, were princes, and T
“'the merchant of les unto many isles”. The maritn
"-e.“. mmsrmn:&ﬂphyﬂmﬁmﬁksandﬂmnm
::"': e country. The Jews called the country Aram. Fro
> :ﬂﬂntwmesthclangimgcﬁrmnmn S]Jukznh)'ﬂlthé
' ”'ﬂfthm region in the time of Christ, Aramaic is the s
,}r.' . which has remained the language of scripture
i Church. The name Lebanon comes from the
mdmﬂmngwhlte It was given to the country b
snow-mountains, Hermon and the other

H‘ﬂ;g an range. And the Arabs to this day call the
{;’"thr. Mountain’, The Lebanon has, however, like Pa
. fertile coastal plain; and the inhabitants of that
| ;'ma:tha\mha.{iagwat in moulding our civiliz
' Three thousand years befure the Christian era,
L *.mﬂﬂﬂpiadb?mm e who were S
_ the same family as the Canaanites

P
i

e



ﬂ i

mtsﬂmlmtuthennrﬂ&ufthemst&lphm ' J
is strewn with the ruins of the passage of their
mhon and other nations. In their harbounrs, 2000 years before’
 the Christian era, ships were gathered from Egypt and North'
=> Mdm from Cyprus and the Greek islands; and in their
. . towns the caravan routes met from Egypt, Asia Hmurani .
'f A vivid l:ght was thrown on this ancient international -
,: hvﬂiﬂtmn some twenty-five years ago by the unearthing of as®
gl buried Canaanite-Phoenician town, Ugarit, at the Bay of Rnﬁy .3 i
. The site Is a few miles north of Latakia—hitherto' &
'_ best for its tobaceo. Latakia is on the coast, fifty milest
it of the Island of Cyprus in the Mediterranean; and Ugarit
i & meeting-place of the Aegean and the Oriental peoples, =
g story of the finding is romantic. A peasant struck the
of his ploughshare against the edge of a stone slab, When
& slab was removed, he found steps leading to the deorof ab
gehiveshaped tomb. The French archaeologists got to work,
Yy ‘dug up a larger mound. They discovered a city by the sea ™
Mﬂbﬁtum 2000 and 1500 B.C. The city was full of works of ©
-’lltamihand;mft from many countries, statuesof the Egyptian.
- hs, vases from Cyprus and Crete, branze axes and picks,
canda whole museum of pottery. But the most striking dis--
* covery was of a library of the fifteenth century B.c., which was |
J-“ﬁlal with brick tablets—the old substitute for paper and
U -‘Mﬂt—mscnbed in cuneiform characters.
es have been distinguished in these records. .
ﬂu&bylnnmn which was the diplomatic speech of antiquity,”
the French of modérn Europe; Sumerian, that cume&t!
L} potamia, and was the language of rehgmn as Latin.
“ﬂm iu tlu.- Middle Ages; Egyptian and Hittite, written" in
M script or hieroglyphs; Phoenician-Helbirew, written m
ﬁw—m, and with an alphabet which may be the prototype
f...h the Semite alphabets; and another tongue, which
L Imt been deciphered. The life of the Eastern Med:tnr+ s
“._- nean sea-port was international, then as now. Among the

i ary treasure a religious epic mmnta.msmmlprmeptu
 similar to those in thclg]Law?;MI?m and expounds the prob-
. lems of the life and death of man. The later excavations since
itld War II have given us an international archive with '
of documents, political, legal and commerdal, of

y
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iy 3 hnwledgn of ﬂm origin of alphabetic writing. It had

' ‘known that the Phoenicians werethnau:horsofﬂui

o ' revolutionary invention in man's intellectual life, the 3

!4 But now we know much more about the alphabet, ami

l.'eplucﬂd the signs and pictures of the Babylonian and E 1

" writing. The word alphabet jtself comes from the Phoer

, language through the Greek, Ti represents the e Oi"'

- first two lEiters Aleph (Alpha), which in Phoenician ;

. Hebrew means an ox, and Bet, which in those langy

" means a house. The letters, the origin of our A and By

- developed fram small stylized pictures of ox and house.

*initial consonants were taken as the phonetic valug of

ﬁ:mi And the Greeks took their Semitic names A

describe the system, and derived their own:l

. from the Phoenician-Hebrew. It was probab ﬂ:heﬁ‘

- mercial activity which led the Phoenicans to 2]

\ *' They needed a ready way of recording their accounts-¢

" merchandise which they hought and sold. It was, oo,

'--'.-‘ :skill in sailing their ships to all parts of the Meﬂtﬂmrm,,

W ‘beyond it to the Atlantic Ocean and the shores of €

from which they brought the tin to mix with their mpp&'

; ‘manufacture bronze—that carmied this invention to other

- e es. Thus from the Phoenicians the Greeksand the Romans

| later developed both their letters and their seripts. i

3 e' ~ Omne of the earliest Phoenician inscriptions, which had,

: | discovered before the find of Ras Shamra, wasﬂnthetnnﬁr

mmthe fourteenth or thirteenth century B.c., at a

of Syria, Byblos. There also excavations hﬂd‘

thlll Egyptians and Phoenicians used the place together

‘centaries from, 3000 B.c. The place Byblos gives us the
,Lﬁrtht Bible. It was celebrated as the market for pa

from which the paper was made. The Phoenicians must |

bnmgreal asers of papyrus. The Greeks called the paperaf

‘the name of the place; and then the book which was

from the paper was called Byblion, ie. Bible.

'Ihe Phoenicians carried in their ships man’s first

copper from Cyprus—which gave the name of the

hu&umthemnuntamamd{mdm
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 made, to all parts of the then civilized world. Their most
- famons cities, of which we read in the books of the Bible'and
* also in the poems of Homer, were Sidon and Tym&ﬁym,'.
- close to the present territory of Israel. The city i that’
. oneeheld the empire over the Mediterranean has been destroyed
.. time and again. But there is “a village which men still eall
+  Tyre”, and the rock-bound harbour is still full of fishing-craft.
- Tyre has risen, phoenix-like, several times from its ruins. In
.. the ema of the Byzantine Christian Empire it was a stronghold
of the Church; and in the era of the Crusades it was a place of
" mmch commerce with Europe. After the Arab conqueést of -
- Syma and Palestine it was an important centre of Jewish
bn P tion. And when Jerusalem fell into the hands of the
. - Turks (roys), the chief Rabbinical Academy was
 transferred

ere.
.+ The power of the Phoenicians on the Syrian coast was
by Alexander the Great (330 B.c.), when he con-
* quered and razed to the ground, for a time, the cities of Sidon.
- and Tyre. Thereafter they disappeared as a separate peoplein
it dS{:m and Palestine, and were merged with their Semitic kin,
- the Jews. The power of their colonies in the Mediterranean,
. of which the most famous was Carthage in North Africa,
* (close to the present Tunis)—Winston Churchill made a
: speech there in World War II—was destroyed 150
 vears later by the Romans.
' ‘The Romans, in the first century of the Christian’ era,
~rebuilt one of the Phoenician harbours on the Syrian coastand
- mamed it Berytus. That is the modern Beirut, today the
. principal port of Syria and the Lebanon. In the Roman
[T ire it was not only a great port but a famous University
city, and had a celebrated school of law, And today it is again
. & University. city, with two Colleges, one established by
75 !mts from France, the other by Protestants of the United
St In the nineteenth century, when the Western Powers
- began to spread their culture over the Middle East, Christian
. missionaries carried schools and institutes of higher education
. to Palestine and to Syria and the Lebanon. Beirut was a
. Aa place because the majority of the population of the
* Iebanon province—part, as it was then, of the Turkish
 vilayet of Beirut—was Christian. They belonged to many
-sects, and they were the relics of the different Christian
~ Churches which had broken away from the single Church in
E -
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Catholics and Greek x as well as Roman Ca .
and Protestants. For when the Roman Cathelic Church in®
Emhﬁe ruthlessly stamped out any heresy, the Moslems in
the Middle East were tolerant, and let their Christian subjects
have religious freedom.

In the nineteenth century, however, the bitter strife
broke out in the Lebanon mountains between the Christians,
gﬁcﬂaﬂ}r the Maronites, and a Moslem heretical sect of

dy mountaineers, the Druzes. Like several of the Christian
m the Diruzes were heretics, who, in their religious

ine, combined ¢lements of Christianity, Islam and older

pagan cults. But they, too, were allowed religious freedom. y

When they attacked the Christians in the Lebanon, the French,
being the traditional protectors of the Latin Church, came to
the aid of the Maronites and sent an expedition to Syria. The.
Druzes were driven out of the Lebanon mountains, and trans-
ferred their home further east to mountain fastnesses on the
edge of the Syrian desert. A part of their community of 120,000

* moved to the hills of Galilee and Carmel in Palestine, and in
the War of Independence, 1048, threw in their lot with the Jews,

The French secured for the Christian population of Lebanon,
and also for its Moslem minority, a better system of government
than then obtained in the rest of the Turkish Empire. And
thereafter the French, through members of their religions
Orders, began to spread their language and their culture over
the whole region. In this way Beirut became an important
centre of Arab and Western culture. The American Protestants
also took a hand in spreading English schools, besides their
English-speaking University Ea
large migration of the Lebanese to the New World. But most

returned to the motherland when they had made theirlittle pile.

Beirut was the chief city of the French Mandatory Govern-
ment for Syria and the Lebanon, from rgzo till 1945. Today

it is the capital of the Lebanon Republic, whichis a
-State from Syria and a member of the United Nations. Iis

history and its geographical advantages have fitted it to be a
centre of the work of the United Nations in the Middle East.

A few vears ago the Educational Scientific and Cultural

Organization (U.N.ES.C.O.) held there a Conference with

representatives of all countries of the world; and the United .
_Haﬁunshnw&i&blhhedth:mthemtnu!adminhhﬂim L

llege. Their activity led to &

_ .-
s g
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for the relief and resettlement of the Arab refugees from
Western Palestine.

: Beirut then is again an international city, as it must have
‘been in the era of the Phoenicians and of the Roman i
* Another former Phoenician city on the coast has regained-an
‘international character, not so much as a centre of cultore,
but as the outlet of one of the world's great trading enter-
" prises. The pipe-line brings the oil from the petroleum felds of
the Middle to Tripoli, which is about fifty miles north of
Beirut, and is the port for the oil from the Mosul field. Tripoli,
ithe Greek name for triple city, was originally a Federal centre
‘of colonies from the three principal Phoenician towns, Tyre,
. Sidon and Arvad. The last was an island-mart, close to the
. mainland, which is mentioned by the prophet Ezekiel. In
. nnm uity it had something like the place of Venice in the
Mg Ages. Tripoli, like Tyre, was still an important place
in the Byzantine Empire and the Crusader Kingdom. In the
_seventeenth century, when the Levant Trading Company of
England established its centre at Aleppo, it was one of the
. places specifically mentioned as within the British consular
-~ jurisdiction. There must have been an English factory in the
mdﬁha]m;pnam in the Merchant of Vensce speaks of a ship
- botind to Venice from Tripoli, and Hakluyt, the Elizabethan
chronicler of the Voyages, tells of the “‘tall ships of London™
in Tripoli and in Bemut.
: Between Beirut and Tripoli on the coast a romantic spot
. records in vivid, imperishable pictures the march of civilization
i this historic land. It is a gorge of the Dog River—so-
called because at its mouth is a sculpture of the Egyptian dog-
. headed god. The gorge is bounded by walls of hard rock. Here
the conquerors passing along the road have recorded their
and their victories. Here, as it has been said, “where a.
few men could forbid the world to pass", they have left their
- wisitors' book. There are more than thirty tablets—Egyptian
~and Assyrian inscriptions in hieroglyphic and cuniform script;
the seal of Rameses of Egypt who led his armies agamst the
i Hittites; the signet of the -Assyrian Sennacherib, who passed
__in the reverse direction to overrun Palestine. Here the Roman
~ Emperor Marcus Aurelins (c. A.p. 180) built a new road and
recorded his work. Here Crusaders and Saracens inscribed their
‘mames and exploits. Here, coming to more modern times, the
French expedition of 1860, obliterating one of the inscriptions
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of Rameses, proclaimed in its place their own achievements.
Then, during the First World War, the Turks recorded their
removal of the French record, though the French later restored
it. Here the Indian division of Genmeral Allenby’s Army
recorded in 1918 its passage on its way to occupy the towns of
Syria. Here the first French Governor of Mandated Syna
deseribed the rebuilding of the road and the bridge. And here,’
finally, the British Army, in the Second World War, made
their mark when they had driven out the Nazi agents and the
Yichy-French commanders from Syria. :

Syria, in the strictest sense of the name, is the coun
between the mountains of the Lebanon and the Syrian
It consists of a high plateau and the valleys of two great
rivers, the Orontes, which flows into the Mediterranean, and
the Euphrates in its upper courses, before it descends to the
plain of Traq and the Persian Gulf. It includes five famons
cities. They are still places of large population, and of trade
and the mingling of peoples: Damascns, Homs, Hama, Aleppo
and Antioch. (They are given in the order from south to
north.) Of the five Damascus is the oldest, and it has been a
great town from the dawn of history. It is recorded in the
early Egyptian monuments and in the earliest chronicles of °
the Hebrew people. The Patriarch Abraham pursued the bands
of the Canaanite King “‘to the left hand of Damascus”. It was
marked out for its destiny as the chief city of Syria by the
wealth of waters, which burst out on the plain and create what
seems to the Arabs of the desert a Garden of God.

Tradition tells that Mohamed gazing on the city from a hill
above it, after days of trekking with camels through the
desert from Arabia, turned away saying: “‘Only one ]S
‘is allowed to man. 1 will not take mine in this world."”

Tts greatest days were in the first three centuries of the
Moslem Empire of the East (a.D. 630-g00), when the Omayad
Caliphs had here their capital. They beautified what was
already a beautiful Roman and Byzantine city with lovely
mosques and bazaars, baths and gardens. The Great Mosque
of Damascus was one of the wonders of the world. It was &
converted Christian church or basilica. One of its walls was of
erystal glass with apertures according to the days of the year;
and the hours were told by a dial as the sun’s rays entered.

It was at Damascus that Paunl, passing from his city of
Tarsus in the north—near the modern Turkish port of Mersina
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—to Jerusalem, had the vision which converted him. When he
_started to preach the novel Christian doctrine to the Jews in
the town, they rose against him; and he escaped in a basket
let down from the city wall, from a house in the Street called
. Straight. That street survives, and is still straight. The incident
‘of Paul was recalled when, in 1925, Lord Balfour, visiting the
+ ety after his journey through %a.lf.stme had to be smuggled
‘away from his hotel to escape an excited Arab mob demon-
strating against one whom they regarded with hostility as the
creator of Zionism. .
~ Damascus was a turbalent centre of Arab national feeling
during the twenty-five years of the French Mandatory Admini-
Stration. Several times its people broke out in revolt. When
the French Mandate came fo an end in 1945, and Syria and the
Lebanon were separated as independent States, Damascus
‘was the natural capital of Syria. It has remained a pivot of
. unrest, and changes of Government have been frequent. Tis
bazaars are the whispering galleries of the Middle East. The
' Wlntgndmg political character of the Arab States, since they

' attained independence, has been the restored pride of Islam,

and the attempt to throw off not only foreign control but
doreign influences. The pendulum hasswung back from Western
to Eastern direction.

Homs, the second town of Syria, lyving fifty miles north of
Damascus, was also famous in the Roman Empire. It was then
‘named Emesa, and was celebrated for its great Temple to the

who was worshipped all over Syria. A priest of the
e, Elegabalus, becoming the Roman Emperor in the
century, tried, but failed, to ma}.e that worship an
religion. His name, meaning God of the Mountain,
 marked that attempt. But Ehnsnmtty was already spreading
- rapidly among the pagan people.
. From Homs an ancient and a modern highway leads to the-.
“eastern desert, by way of Palmyra, the most celebrated of all
~ the desert towns of the Roman Empire. Palmyra is identified
\ % Tadmor in the Wilderness which King Solomon founded.
T:mplu to the Sun-god at Palmyra was a stupendous
“bailding; and a modern Arab village nestles in one corner of
_ its ruins. Here was the capital of the Queen Zenobia of an
- Amab royal house, who, in the third century, challenged the
: of the Roman Empire, Beneath the huge columns of |
ﬂgrmpintbarumsmutch for miles to the horizon of the
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sandy hills; other temples, forums, -arches and baths. The
scene is like Petra, but still more desolate. And itis
as is Petra, by a narrow gorge lined with tombs. It was at
Pa]:?n that in the early years of the nineteenth cen the
proud and adveniurous Englishwoman, Lady Hester Stan s
was acclaimed as the successor of Zenobia, Queen of the !
Naorth of Homs is the third town, Hama. It rises on the
site of the Hamath of the Bible, that is mentioned as the
northern boundary of the Land of Israel, and was included in
Solomon’s Kingdom. It is situate on the steep banks above
the River Orontes. The water-wheels by the niver, 'as big as
houses’, make their constant music as they pump the waterto
the fields. The Arabs call the river the Rebel, because, as one
of their writers has it, “other rivers water the lands without
wheels, but the river of Hama waters them only by the aid of
machines’”, The mountains between the Orontes and the
Mediterranean are the dwellings of two Moslem sects which'
have jealously guarded their religious independence since the.
Middle Ages. One sect, called the Assassins, wmopl&ﬁ!:h
carrgig‘ulll; any order given by their Chieftain, the Old of
the tains. The order was frequently to kill some enemy,
E‘l;in 50 thihirﬂ;me was used for a murderer. But it W
Hashish—something like Opium—which these.
devotees took to stupefy them before their dreadiul deeds.
They maintained their independence against both Crusaders
and Sarncens; and their descendants in modern times, the
Ismailis, inhabit the old mountain fastnesses. They belong to.
the Mozlem sect established also in India and t Africa,
who venerate the Aga Khan of India. They know him as
Mohamed Shah; and his picture hangs in every house: .
The other sect are known as the Mutawallis, meaning the
followers of Ali, the son-in-law of Mohamed, who was worsted
and slain in the struggle for the succession to the Prophet. That
sect has been for centuries and dominant in Persma,
where it is known as the Shia (meaning Sect). During the French'
Mandatory rule they enjoved a special régime, it being the
French Thcy to favour both Christian and minarities.
But in the sovereign Arab States the tendency is to merge all
the peoples and the sects, )
Nmnfﬂmhh@m,mmmnﬂ.
important city of Syria. It rises on a lofty platean, :
citadel, built ona peak bythamufﬁa]ndg,}tmaplmﬂy
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above the aty. Its Arabic name, Haleb, means milk; and the
- place is associated with the Patriarch Abraham who, as the
tradition goes, coming there from Mesopotamia, pastured his
herds and pave milk to the thirsty, It has been for ages a great
: im of trade between the Near, the Middle and the Far
East. Its situation, close to the Euphrates on the east and
easily accessible from the Mediterranean on the west, and at a
junction of the caravan routes across Asia, has given it this
character. [t was the main seat of the English Levant Company
founded in the days of Queen Elizabeth. The Company
~appointed a Consul at Aleppo who was in charge, also, of the
commerce of "'Damascus, Amman, Tripoli, and all other parts
in the Provinces of Syria, Jerusalem, Palestine and Jurie':
(e _1{1:;!':3}, Shakespeare makes Othello go to Aleppo.
port for Aleppo, in those days, was called Scanderoon,

from the Arabic form of Alexander the Great, later was

Alexandretta and is now Iscandercon again. The bazaars of
‘Aleppo have preserved unspoiled their Eastern character.
They have not been ‘Manchesterized’, nor have they been
vulgarized by trams and galvanized iron like the bazaars of
Damascus. Through the ages the city had kept a large Jewish
‘community. But in recent years the great part of the Al
- Jews have moved to the Land of Israel, as have indeed all
Jewish communities of the Syrian towns.
The former Alexandretta is no longer in Syria, but is a part

«of the Ottoman State. It was in 1939, a few months before the
outbreak of the Second World War, that France, then the
Mandatory Power for Syria, agreed to transfer to the Turks the
region of Antioch and Alexandretta, which had a majority of
Turkish-speaking inhabitants. The Ottoman Government had
. long pressed for the re-attachment of the area that was not

fundamentally Arab, and had historic memories for the Turks,
The whole region is called by them Hatay, and is historically
the country of the Hittites who were, in antiquity, one of the'
imperial peoples of the Middle East. The chief town of the
region, and in the days of the Hellenistic, the Roman and the
Byzantine Empires one of the great cities of the world, is
- Antioch. It lies to the north-west of Aleppo on a mountain-side

that rises steeply from the River Orontes. It was the third city
of the Roman ire, next to Rome and Alexandria, and
known as the Golden or the Beautiful. One of its glories was a
four-mile street of marble pillars.
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1t takes its name from the Greek General Antiochus, one

of the successors of Alexander the Great, who, at the end of the
fourth century B.c.. founded the Seleucid, or Syrian Empire.
It has fallen sadly from its high estate, but still keeps relics of
its former glory. Its walls date from the Middle Ages, when
Antioch was again a great fortress and stronghold in the.
struggle between the Cross and the Crescent. One of the
Patriarchs of the Eastern Christian Church, which was the
State religion first of the Byzantine, and then of the Russian
Empire, has his seat at Antioch. In the earliest days of the
Christian sect, Antioch was the principal centre of the Mission.
Here came Paul and Barnabas to preach the Christian doctrine
to the Gentiles' (Acts xi, 19-26), and it was here that the
Christian congregation was first separated from the Jews and
took the name of Chrstians. In those early centuries of the
Christian era the Jewish community numbersed betwéen
50,000 and 100,000, and it enjoyed a large autonomy. Multi-
tudes of the Greeks were attracted to the synagogue and were
"proselytes of righteousness’. It was at Antioch t-hiat the.
Christian Roman emperors to persecute the Jews so
that their lives shoul bewrel:::gzg. )

Sir Leonard Woolley, the former companion of T. E.

Lawrence, digging Tells near Antioch, disclosed the remains of
Hittite and pre-Hittite civilizations of the second millenniuwm
before the Christian era. In the thirteenth century the war-
like Hittites, coming from Central Asia, and attempting to
conquer Syria, were defeated by the Egyptian Pharach
Thothmes at Kadesh near Aleppo, and their advance was
stayed. Today the Turks regard the Hittites as their ancestors,
because too came from Central Asia. Sir Leonard's
expedition discovered also umsaufputle?'\mh‘phmh
strikingly resemble the pottery of Crete and of Mycenae in
Greece. Already in the sixteenth and fifteenth century the
close links of Western Asia and Southern Europe were mani-
fest. Thanks to the exploits of the archaeologists, the peoplesof
the Middle East in our day have become more conscious of
their storied past and their relations with each other. And
is not only a study for the scholars but a re-

creation of the people. 4
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