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FORT WILLIAM 6th Jany, 1826.

Bangkok 14 Jany. 1825,
To J. Crawfurd Esqr,

Rezsident &, &e,

My Dear Sir,

[ beg leave to acquaint you, that on my Arrival
here the 12th Novr. | have conformably to your
divections delivered into the hands of the Pl Klang
the several letters you were pleased to entrust to my
care as well as the various presents sent by the Ship
Caroline as follows :—

1000 Muskets

a Gold Watel

a Parcel of Coral Beads

o fowling Piece and an Emerald Ring—all in
good Condition. The Coml tumed ont short of
weight, weighing only 6} Catties instesd of 15
Catties ns stated in vour letter, 1 regret thiz ciroum-
stance the more, as  these suspicions  peopls mny
think that it was plundered in my possession, |
therefore beg to. request that You will have the
goodness to put me right in their Opinion in one of
your early Communications to the Phra Klang.
That personage appeared much pleased with all
the presents exeept the Ring which, as well as the
one: you formerly sent him, are condemned as mere
imitations, and he hinted as much as if he- intended to
return. them. 1 said as much as 1 could in support of
their gennineness bt l"'iﬂ.{““ﬁ any effoct,

I have not recgivil gy intimation what the
return presents are to consist of, but this T shall most
likely hear very soon, and shall have the pleasure to
acquaint you of it in my next,
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On the Subject of the Burman War 1 have had
frequent Conversations with the Phra Klang, and
others of the officers of Government, but seldom
amounted to more than mere enquiry on their part,
generally to the following import. What are the
names of the Generals Commanding the Eoglish Army ?
the number of Troops engnged, how many, and what
are the places taken by the English ? Thesa ¢uestiona
I answered as far as 1 was ncquainted with the facts,
and on all oceasions I endeavoured to satisfy them as
to the friendly disposition of the English towards them.

On one occasion the Phra Klang informad me
that they wers nbout to dispatcha large Army (08
was their annual Custom ) to the froutiers, under the
Command of the 2d. Phra Klang, Phya Phiphn,
who was then present to observe the motions of the
Burmesse, and to seize any of them who might pass the
boundaries to bring them into slavery, I hers recom-
mended to him to address s letter to any of the
English Generals who might be in %he divection he
went, to inform of his intention, who I was persanded
wounld enter into some arrangements with him as
it wonld be advantageons to both parties for the
prosecution of the War. To this recommendation
no answer was retnrned, had they puraned the
subject o little further, I wonld have offered them an
introduction, by means of one or both of the letters
you were kind enongh to have fayored me with, but as
they did not appear to wish for such, I did not
consider mysell authorized to offer it.

The Phra Klang informed me very lately that the
King bhas in consequence of your representations,
ordered several large Armies to the frontiers, to assist
the English—and that he has also given directions to
the Rajah of Ligore, to render them every assistance
they required, in providing Boats or otherwise—and
that another is about to be dispatched from hence for
the same purpoie,
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This show of preparation sounds well, if its sin-
cerity could be depended upon. My own opinion
however is, were I allowed to offer one, thatitis
entirely forced, and that if they could conveniently
consult their own disposition, they would willingly
assist the Burmans ; this feeling they cannot conceal
when they hear of any advantage having been gained
by the English. I have heard it mentioned that,
when the present King was first informed of the War,
Jie observed “it would only increass the number of
Slaves (English?) to cut grass for the King's
Elephants.”

I have also heen informed Intely that not long
sinca he received a letter from the King of Ava,
inviting him to send him an Army to his Assistance
against the English and that he would for ever forzat
all past differences ; and was very anxious to be pro-
sent at the Ceremony of burning the body of the late
King. This compliment it iz said much perplexed
the Councils of the King, and censequently they were
a long time before they could decide npon any Mea-
gures—and now when they have decided in favor of
the English their professions are without sincerity and
they will be ready to embrace the first favorable
opportunity to join the Burmans. What trath there
may be in these statements and reports 1 cannot say
but from what T observed of them myself now, aud
formerly, 1 should certainly say that their fears of tho
English is such that they will never enter into any
Cordinl Alliance or Co-operation with them. They
are now busily employed constructing Forts—but s0
flimsy are these Airy buildings that they will ndt
long stand the shock of their own Guns, much less
that of an Enemy’s—they are preparing Beams to lay
nevoss  the river to obstroct the Navigation.

I have seen o Burman Soldier here a short time
since with a small English fag in liis pozsession—his
story was that he and several others were left by the
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English to guard a small fort somewhere near the
frontiers of Sinm with instructions to gunrd it and that
in case they might be seen by the Siamese to shew
the flog and that they would not molest them. A
party of the Siamese, however, hnving discoversd them
they seized this man with the flag ( the others madse
their eseape ) and brought him up here and examinad
him before the King who was so satisfied with his
Account that he ordered him presents in Money and
Cloth and to be sent back immediately and delivered
to the English. Like a troe Soldier this man would
never part with the flag on any Aecount—he reported
also that the English did not hurt the people, that
they wera all returning to their honses and wers very
happy. 1 believe this Account more than anything
else induced the Siamese to declars in favor of the
English.

1 shall again do myself the pleasure of addressing
you Per Caroline to sail in all February—when 1 shall
acquaint you of any fresh cecurrence which may come
to my knowledge.

I have not yet obtained permission to Build a
House liere nor even to remain on Shore—the former
has been totally refused. Whether they will persist
in this or not | cannot at present say—much 1 think
will depend upon the result of the War. In the event
of your concluding any armngements with this
Government of a Commercial Nature, 1 hope you will
not forget to put in a clanse for onr benelit,

I shall be most happy if any information I can
from time to time give you without interfering with
any other views, be of any Service.

1 have &
(Sid) JOHN GILLIES
A True Copy

« (3d) J. CRAWFURD Resident.
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FORT CORNWALLIS—The 3. February 1825.

AGENT to the STAMESE STATES.

To
W. 8. CRACRAFT Esqr.
Acting Secretary to Government
Sir,

Having visited Kedah under the instructions
conveyed to me in your letters under date the 8th and
17th instant, and having obtained a promise from the
young Chief thers to despateh as soon as the Elephants
and Attendants ean be made ready, a Confidential
Apent from me to his father at Ligore, and to provide
me in theee or fonr days with two of his own Servants
and letters of introduction addressed to the Siamese
Chiefs to the Northward ; T hove deemed it advisable
to return to Penang, in order to give the yonng Chief
time to fulfil his promise, as well as to enable the
H. C. Brig Jessy to have some trifling repairs exe-
cuted ; and T now heg to detail my procesdings at
Eedal for the information of the Honble. the Governor
in Council.

I left Fenangon the 20th and arrived at Kedah
in the evening of the 2230, A few days previous to my
departure, I had despatched a Chinese, Achong the
son of Low Awmmee, to Kedah, with directions to
proceed to Singorn and - Ligor in the character of o
Merchant, and to mest me at Trang with intelligence ;
but on my arvival ab Kedah 1 was sorry to lesrn that
he had been stopped in consequence of !!fJIIIa'-'iI'I.'rI'}* por-
emptory orders which the Governor of Ligore had
recently issued, against allowing any British Subject
to erozs the Countrya
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At noon on the 23d. 1 had my first Audience with
the young Chiet of Ligore, and it lasted upwards
of five hours.  After some general conversation I
prevailad upon him, and not without some difficulty, to
grant me » private audience, in which manner 1 saw
him again on the 24th 25th and 26th doring the two
lnst of which days he admitted me ot night, and on
the 25th detained me until past 10 o'clock in the
morning.  The young Chief and some of his Servants
immediately recognized me as the person who had
twice visited his father in 1822, and after the first
day, 1 think I succeeded in removing all distrust and
suspicion on their part. A small Schooner, which the
very crowded state of the Jessy had obliged me to hire,
and which I have found truly servie=able, was allowed
to enter the River and anchor close to the Fort and
P'alace, nearly five Miles distant from the spot where
the Jessy was obliged to anchor. No opposition was
made to my visiting every part of the Fort and Town,
and rowing up the River as far nearly as Alister,
while the Sepoys and my Attendants were allowed to
go on shore from the Schooner as much as they pleased,
and to mix with the people ; and I was not only suffer-
el to sleep in the Town of Kedah during the nights of
the 24th 25th and 26th but to converse, and without
any appearance of being watched, with every class of
the inhabitants. 1 did not affect any show or state, and
had thus very favorable opportunities of gathering
intelligence, =

With respect to the ostensible oliject of my visit,
namely *“to effect some arrangement for suppressing
* the Robberies and Piracies which have been com-
“ mitted of late on our frontiers™ 1 found the young
Chief extremely ready to give orders for apprehending
aml punishing oftenders, but T conld not persaade him
togive me a writton engagement for a mutual sur-
render of Criminals  between Penang and Kedah,
although he admitted the advantage of such an

'ud'
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arcangement. He observed that he was always an-
xions to apprehend and punish offenders, and to
comply with any requisitions on this head from the
Governor of Penang, and in proof thereof he stated,
that lie has at the present moment several Pirates, and
among others a noted character named Che Beintan,
in chains—that he had apprehended and delivored
several Convicts who had  fled to Kedah from Penang,
and that he had kept Tucang Chukoor, the Chinese
Farmer nt Qualla Muda, and against whom the Gover-
nor of Penang had preferred a Complaint, confined in
n Cangue or moveable Pillory during several weeks.
On the second day when the young Chief shewed me
the Draft of a letter which he was about to address on
this subject to the Honorable the Governor, in reply
to the letter 1 delivered to bim from the Malny
Traunslator, 1 found it contained only general amd
ummeaning expressions of friendship. I pointed out
to him the inutility of any sueh letter, and prevailed
apon him to order another Deaft,  When this second
Draft was shewn to me on the following day, 1 re-
marked in it a phrse against which I immedintely
objected, and the pertinacions manner in which the
yonng Chief and his principal Officer Chiom Pyaban
insisted on the word being used, convineed me that [
was right in snspecting the interpretation, which they
meant hereafter to apply to it. 1 hnd heard from
several respectable persons at Kedal, that the Gover-
nor of Ligors was fitting ont the twelve or fourteen
Inrge Boats which I saw at Kedah, as well as a great
many others at Settool and Trang, in order to take
possession of Perak, and to attack the Rajs of Salan-
wore, with whom he was stated to be much offended,
and 1 suspeotid therefore, that the design of the young
(‘hief in proposing to aequaint the Honble, the
Governor  that “he would apprehend and punish
« Robbers and Pirates to the Southward of Penang,”
was to pave the way for his father’s' invasion of Perak
and Salangore, Concdiving that we had never admitted
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the Governor of Ligore’s right of jurisdiction to the
Southward of Penang, and that it wonld be impolitic
to admit it now, 1 opposed the introduction of that
phrase ; and after much discussion succeeded in per-
suanding the young Chief to order a thind Draft to
be preparved, in which the word * Northward”™ was
substituted.

Although the thind letter was not satisfactory on
the subject of & mutnal restitution of Criminals, [ did
not think it prodent to importune the Chief any
farther for the present, and particularly as he told me
that the letter from the Mnlay Translator did not
mention this point, and assuved we that he would be
always ready to apprehend and deliver any Criminals
for whom the Honble. the Governor might apply.
It is inconceivable how averse the Siamess arve to
vommit themselves on Paper,  But should the Honble,
the Governor still consider it advizabile to persunde the
the young Chief at Kedah to enter into an engagement
for the mutual surrender of Pirstes and Robbers, 1
am inclined to think that a proposition to this effect
and an offer on our part to agree to such an
armngement, would be successful.

The day after wy arrival at Kedal, 1 lenrnt thst
Tueang Chukoor had been releasad and sent to Qualln
Muda. On my remonsteating with the Chief against
his permitting such a character to return thither, he
assured me that he had only been sent with 30 men,
in order to point out the haunts of seveml Pirates,
who infest that River, and that he hoped by this
means Lo apprehend them.

Kedah is at present in a very wretched condition—

" most of the Honses are in in ruing and the nppenrance

of the Inhabitants denctes poverty aod disense. The
smallpox is mging in the Fort, and almost every
person whom I.saw is afflicted with some cutaneous
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disorder. The young Chief himself, although attired
in fine Silk, and with handsome Jowels, has his Arms
and Legs covered with Iteh, Ponltry is cheap—from
five to seven Dollars per hundred, but the exportation
of Grain is prohibited, and the trade between that
place and Trang is almost entirely at an end. 1 learnt,
and pointed out to the young Chief that some of his
Chinese and Chulin Servants make exactions on all
Boats visiting the Port, and he observed that as such
a proctice was unauthorized, he would direct his
Officers to put a stop to it. 1 pointed out to Lim alse
the impolitic and unfriendly procedare of suppressing
the intercourse aml trade which formerly subsisted
overland between Kedah and Ligore, and I beg to
submit, that if on this head, as well as on that re-
garding the extortion of his Chinese and Chulia Ser-
vants, o letter were addressed to the young Chief by
the Honorable the Governor, the mensure would most
probably obtain some advantage in favour of our
Native traders.

The Fort of Kedah is truly contemptible.  On the
works, which are in many places in ruins, are
mounted about 30 or 40 old and honey-combed pieces
of Ordnance, generally with broken Carringes. The
residence of the Chief, a brick and tiled Building, the
Audience Hall of Attap, and the Houses of his
Officers auil Suite of the same Materinl, are within the
Fort. 1 found the Court very thinly attended, and
with searcely o twentieth part of the Guard of Soldiers
which surronnded the Governor of Ligore in 1522,

The present Chief is an illegitimate Son and
abont 25 years of age—his name is Poosing but his
Father has divected him to be always named by the
Malay title of Bujinda Muds or Young Prince, He
possesses rather pleasing manners, and displayed more
intelligence in his Boquiriez regarding the Burmese
War than 1 should have expected. The principal
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officer under him, and without whose advice indeed
his father has forbidden him to nndertake any mea-
sure, isa tall and athletio man, called Chiom Pya ban.
This is the person who first enterel Kedah, and
killed the Laxamans. He bonsted to me that he had
attacked Kedah with only 300 Soldiers, and hnd
driven several thousand Malays befors him. He has
ropeatedly served against the Burmese and particn-
luely in the direction of Mergui. Among numerons
questions regarding the present War, he shrewdly
asked me, whether the English had yet succeeded in
prevailing on any of the Burmese to accept Pay and
Service under them and fight against their own
Countrymen—and I obtained from  him, atter taking
some trouble to esncilints him, the information upon
which the accompanying sketeh of the Siamese
States between Bangkok and Kedah is formed® 1
compared his information however with that which
[ elicited from the principal Suammes or Siamese
Priest, named Sichoom, with whom | formed nn
acquaintonce ot Kedah. Both Chiom Pya han and
Sichoom are Natives of Ligove, and haye repeatedly
visited Bangkok. With respeet to the places lying
batween Merzui and Junkeaylon towards the Bay of
Bangal, 1 obtained additional information from some
pespectable  Malays, who bad often visited  that
Const,

Throughont the Kingdom of Kadah there are not
at present more that G or 700 Siamese or Ligarians,
OF these there are 300 at Kedal, 150 under a Chiom
or Luang ot Purlis, 50 more under two other of the
Governor of Ligore's illegitimate sons at Settool, and
the remninder seattered abont the interior. The
above intellizence is the resuli of moch engoiry
smong the different Clazses of Inhabitants at Kedah.

With) respeet to the alleged rising influence of
the Chiel of Siggors under the new King of Siam’s
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favor, I found it extremely difficult to colléct any
positive information. Several Malays and Chinese at
Kedah assurved me, that after the remains of the late
King of Siam are burnt, (and the Governor of every
Provines hns heen snmmoned to assist at the Ceremony
which iy to take place in about two months from this
date ) the Chief of Singora is to be appointed to take
charge of the Territory of Kedah, and to replace the
Ex-King. The Siamese however vidiculad this raport,
and informed me, that it originated in the circumstance
of the Chief of Singorn having been released from
Chains npon the death of the late King of Siains
when, according to the Laws of Siam, every Prizcner's
confinement was remitted. This intelligence was
confirmed by the Siamese Priest.  The Chief of Singora
iz stated to be an old friend and playtellow of the
present King of Sinm. An intelligent Chineso
declared to me, that althe’ the Chief of Ligore is ab
present under some disgrace at Siam, yet as he had
despatched his wife thither with valuabla presents,
and is preparing to follow her with: still vicher pre-
sents, nnd as he possesses much greater means than the
Uhief of Singora tor concilinting the corrupt Court of
Sinm, it is most probable that he will retain his credit
and influence. He is at present much vexed at the
death of a Daughter, whom he had intended as o Bride
for the present King of Siam. There is no doubt
that a very strong personal ennity exists between the
two Chiefs ; and the Chief of Merdeélong or Kotelon
as well as the Chief of Singora, is now entirely ent off
from all commnnication with the Western Sea.  Until
very lately, they were each allowed a Port in the
Kedah territory by the Chief of Ligore:

Duaring the long conferences which 1 hnd with the
voung chief at Kedah, [ informsd him very fully ns to
every ciroumstance relating to the present War. [ pre-
sented him with a Copy of Homburgh's Chart, in which
I filled up the direction of the Ireawaddy, Saluen or
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Thaluan and Menam Rivers, and assisted him to write
down in the Sinmese character, the names of the
principal Places.

The Chief questionad me very minutely as to the
number of places captured by the Britizh forces, their.
strength and the names of the principal officers, He
took notes of my replies, for the purpose he said of
communicating the information to his father and this
gave me an opportunity of offering to go my=elf and
oo Iiis father at Ligore. 1 then dwelt much upon the
many important points regarding the present War,
which T could relate to his father, and which it would
be highly creditable to his father, to pommnnicate as
soon ns possible to the Court of Siam. 1 shewed the
direction in which the Siamese troops might move
aguinst the Capital of Ava, and probably seize the
person of the King of Ava at Moneh, to which place,
it iz stated, that Monarch would fly the moment our
Teoops approached. But 1 now discovered that the
Siamese at Kedal, and probably at Ligore, do not
entirely eredit the intelligenca of our War with Ava.
They suspect that our olject in spreading such o
report, i in view only to b allowed to penetrate
across the Country towards Ligore and Siam, and 1
afterwards learnt from several intelligent persons who
have lately arrived from the Eastern Shores, that the
Conirt of Siam is full of doubb and suspicion as to our
views, and & hardly yet convinced that we are really
engaged in hostilities against Ava.

To my proposition to visit his father ab Ligore,
the young Chief replied, that he regretted his orders
were peremptory against permitting any  British
subject to cross the Country. He saul however that
he would write minutely to lis father every thing 1
ghould communicate to him. Accordingly 1 took
great pains to let him undepstand the cause, nature
and progress of the present War and shewed him on
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the Map the great advantage of the Biamese immedi-
ately moving o force from Cheung-mai or Zemee, and
possessing themselves of a portion of the valuable
tract of Country, Iving bstween their boundary and
the Saluen or Thaluan River, and into which they had
go often of late years hoan making incursions:

Fortunntely on the 26:h o Native Boat belonging
to the Chief of Phoonza arvived at Kedah from that
place, and bronght intelligense that the British Troops
hail taken Mergai, and wers actoally in Gareison
there,  After this sucesadsd in persmading the Chief
to allow Achong to procesd to his father st Lipore
with the letter from the Honble, the Governor, a3 well
one from myself; arging that Chiel to give me an
interview as soom 0s possible, either by mecting me ot
Trang or allowing me to join him ot Ligore. In
consequence of Achong having accompanied M. Ceaw-
furl to Sinm, he s moach disteusted, and as the Chief
tofd me that it wonll take four or five days to have
the Elephonts anl Attendants ready for conveying
him to Ligore, I took the precaution of having it
wentioned in the letter to the Honble, the Governor
that Achong was to b allowsl to pass. 1 have every
veason therefors to hope that the voung Chief will
fulfl his promise; and that Achong inthe course of five
and twenty or thirty days will be able to meet me nt
Trang with some correct intelligence, not only regarnd-
ing the present condition of the Chivfs of Ligore and
Singora, but reganding the views ani feelings of the
Court of Siam. He has been instructed to use svery
means in his power to allure the Chief of Ligore to
give ma an interview,

On the young Chief hearing that I woald probably
visit Mergui, and oxpressing o desire of obtaining
more information regarding the progress of the War,
1 proposed to him to dispatch some of his most trust=
worthy Servants to gecompany me to the Northwand,
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and promised to bring them back to Kedah in safety.
He neceded to this proposal, and further consented to
give me letters of introduction to the Chiefs of Phoonga,
Chimpohun and Tuccopa, as I observed that I was
anxions to explain to them, as fully as I had done to
Him, the circumstances of the présent War, [f the
young Chief do not disappoint me on this Jast head, I
shall certainly secure very important facilitation in
communicating with the Ports to the Northward ; and
it was principally to inspire him with additional con-
fidence in my professions, that I resolved to return to
Penang, and convey to him other letters, and some
trifling Articles which he expressed his desire to
possess,

1 deem it my duty, however, to state eandidly, for
the information of the Honble. the Governor in Coun-
cil, that from this Coast, it will be impossible, in my
opinion, to communieate with the Chief of Singorne—
that 1 am by no means sangnine of being now allowed
‘to pass across the Country to Ligore —and that while
I hope Achong will be able to avail himself of the
talent which he possesses to collect some positive in-
telligence reganding Siam, Ligore and Singora, I think
my ouly chance of being useful, will be to explain the
circnmstances of the present War to the Chiefs of
Phoonga and Tuccopa, anid to endeavour by means of
the Rinnong River, to perform the same duty with
respect to the Chief of Chimpohun, who appears to be
the proper person throngh whom communications
regarding our occupation of Tavoy and Mergui can
be made to the Court of Siam. From all that 1 conld
collect at Kedah, I ameconvinesd that no impression
either with respect to the affiirs of that Kingdom, or
concerning our objects in the territory of Tenasserim
can be made on the Court of Siam by negociation, but
by means of the Chiefs on the Eastern shore, and if
therefore, I fail in persnading the Chow-pya of Ligors
to meet me ot Trang, or in reaching Chimpohun,



[15]

through the Rinnong River, 1 would beg to suggest
that | be authorized to go round at once to Singora,
Ligore, and Chimpolhun, and to wait at the last men-
tioned place for such instructions as the Supremea
Government may be pleased to  transmit  through
Mergui, the passage from which place I am assured
is of three days only, and my presence at Chimpohun
woulil perhaps lead to its being immediately laid open
by the Sinmese,

1 have, &c., &e.

(Signed) H. BURNEY,
Politieal Agent to the
Siamese States,

H. (. Brig Jessy
Fort Cornwallis

28 Junuary 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS—The 3 February 1825.

TRANSLATION

of a lettor from the Son of the Rajah of Ligore at
Quednh to the Honomble Robert Fullerton, Governor -
of Prinee of Wales Island.

( After the nseal Compliments.)

1 hinve to aciquaint my friend with respect to his
having sent Captain Burney with a letter to me at
Quedaly, concerning the Pirates and Robbers who have
been committing depredations to the Northward of
Pulo Penang, that 1 understood all the contents and
purport of that letter. 1 have given strict nrdu,rs to
gonrch for and seize these Pirates, in prder that thay
may be punished and be made an « sample of, to deter
others from the commission of such offences.

I have communicated with Captain Durney on
{he subject of these Pirates and bad people, My friend
requested [ wonld receive Captain Burney with hos-
pitality and friendship. 1 have done so agreeably to
the desire expressed in my friend’s Jetter.

Captain  Burney was ansiots to send China
Achiong with o letter from wy friend and himself to
the Rajal of Ligore, and 1 will onder Elephants to be
prepared to convey him aecriss, and people to accom-
pany him, from a regand for my friend and Captain
Burney. Captain Durmey will acepuaint my Triend with
all' the communications which have passed between
TR

DATED at Quedah Thursday 27 : January 1825,
A True Translation

(Signed} JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr, to Govt.
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FORT CORNWALLIS—The 3 February 1525,

REMARKS.

The present King of Siam or Khwun Luang is not
an UTsurper as reported from Singapore but the eldest
Son of the late King. The Uncle of the present King
of Siam is Nephew to the Governor of Ligore, and he
has been appointed Khun Luang Wang-sa, or Rajah
Muda, literally Heir Apparent. an Officer of much
anthurity in the Eastern States.

This is the =ame who was befora ealled Kroom
Sat.  The report of his decense, nnd of the Siamese at
Kedah having shaved their heads in mourning of this
event is void of foundatios.

Nono of the Chiefs between Kedah and Bangkok
are independent Sovereigns or fendatories, but Ser-
vants implicitly bound and actually obeying the dic-
ctes of the King of Sian.

Although some of thesa Chiefs; and particalarly
those styled Chow Pya, Governor General, or as
Loubere translates it. Viceroy, exercise soime degree of-
Soversign power over their own Conntrymen, yet with
respect to Europeans not gne of them dares engage in
any negocintion with them, put nnder the divect
Authority of the Court of Siam.

The gradetion among the Cliefz of Provinees and
Towns, or Chow Mwang, is as tollows :—

Chow Pya, Governor General.

Pya, Uovernor.

Prah, answering to our Lieutenant Governor,

FLawang or Chiom, answering to our Resident—the
Intter title is more honorable, and iz never nsed
in the presence of a Superior,

Khaon or Mome, n grade lower.

Meun, o grade still lower.
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The Pya or Governor of Chimpshun was always
entrustedl by the Conrt of Siam with the duty of
watching the Burmssa on the Coast of Tennsserim,
and all communications reganding that Coast should be
addressed to him. The shortest, amuwl alleged only
route from the Gulf of Siam to Tavoy and Mergui is
from Chimpohnn, where the Sinmess forces destined to
attack those places always assembled,

Rinnong or Rindong was within a few years back
governed by a Malay Chief, but when the Burmess
attackedl and laid it waste, the Inhabitants fled awd
sottled near the East Coast st a place called Lang-
sewnn. The shortest space between the Eastern and
Western Seas appears to be at Rinnong.  Some
persoms who have often gone the passage declare, that
in one tide up the Rinnong River (which is of soma
size ) von arrive at a road that leads to the Chimpobun
River, and may be passed in 4 hours, and that thenee
down the Chimpohun River yon may arrive ot the
Seat of the Pya or Governor of Chimpohun in 8 hours,

The Pyaz or Governor of Poongha has much in-
finence at Siam, ns well as the Chow Pya of Ligore.

The Chow FPya of Ligore is of Chinese extraction,
and not only the father of the Pya of Singora was a
Chinese, but his Mother was of Chinese extraction,

The Iate Pya of Mewnlelong or Bondelon of
Kotelon was a Mahometan, but the present Pya is a
Siamese sent from Bangkok to suceesd,

An illezitimate son of the Governor of Ligore
governs at Kedal, two others reside at Settool, while
the favorite and legitimate Son who was at Trang for
some months has just returned to Ligore,

All the Coast between Pulilas in Lat: 8 and
Kedah is occupied by the Troops of the Governor of
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Ligore, who has put a stop to all communieation with
Singorn and Merdelong.

The Sinmesc at Kedah state that Ligore was ab
one time an independent Kingdom, including a
great portion of the Const of Tennsserim, but that the
Chow Pya of Ligore has at present no authority or
control whatever over the intermedinte Sinmese States
of Chimpohnn, Chenga, Taccops or Poonghn. They
also state that there are few Siamese settled at Mergui,
_ani a great many in Tavoy, that within the last thres
years the Siamese made an incursion cloge to the
Gates of Mergui, and took the DBurmese gecond in
Comhand, who is at present a Piisoner in Bangkok.

They also_pratend that the Conrt of Bangkok is
quite indifferent regarding  the possession of any
portion of the Coast of Tenasserin, and had only been
moking inenrsions into that territory for many years
past. hecanse it belonged to their inveterate Enemies
the Bormese,

The present Rajah of Perak is a weak Prinee, and
his Bindaham applied to the Chow Pya of Ligore for
assistancs azainst Salangore. n relative of the Rajah of
which place, Tuanko Hussein, has established himself
in the territory of Perak at the month of the principal
River. The Detachment which was sent two years
ago from Kedah was defeated by the Rajah of
Salangore, who eame ap from Salangore and attacked
the Troops of Ligore. Another application has been
Iately made to Ligore by the Bindahara of Perak,
who has offered to send a Bunga Mas to Siam, and
the Chow Pya is now fitting ont a large fleet of Boats
to attnck the Rajah of Salangore, ns well ns to ocenpy
the Country of Perak. Ligore has not at present
more than 6 or 700 Siamese Troops, throughout the
territory of Kedah. e
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The Siamess Dominions on the Eastern Shores
between Ligore and Pachpuri, are remackably thinly
peopled, anid Ligore itself has hut a scanty popnlation.
The Pya of Chimpohun is not allowed to trade, and
that place since the conquest by the Burmess of
Mergui-and Tavoy appears to have been converted into
a purely Military Post or Garrison.  This accounts for
thi entive cessation of that valuable trade which
formerly passed between Mergui and the Gulf of Siam.

Kralh is a small town inland between Rinnong
and Chanyn under & Luang of Chiness extraction, and
althongh not set down in any Chart or Map that |
have ever seen, the name of Isthns of Kraw appears
to have been taken from it.

There has arisen o violent personal enmity be-
twoen the Chow Pye of Ligore, and the Pya of
Singora, and the former had placed the latter in chains.
which wera latsly taken off in conse(nence of the
death of the King of Siam, npon which event aceording
to the established custom of the State, every prisoner
was released,  From this circnmatance the Siamess ot
Kedah state the report of the rising influence of the
Pya of Singora at Siaw has originated,  There is no
doubt however that the Pya of Singora is an old
friendd and playfellow of the present King of Siam
nevertheiess it is believed that as the Chow Pya i=
nuch more wealthy then the Pya of Singorn, and has
deputed his wife to Simm with viery vich presents, and
is preparing to follow her with still more valuahle
presents, he will snceeed in retaining his influence
and eredit at that coreapt Court.

All the Chiefs of the Siamese States have been
summoned to attend Bangkok within two wonths fo
the purpose of assisting at the Ceremony of burning
the remains of $he late King of Sinm.
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Since writing the above, I have met with Luang
Took Krat, a Minister belonging to the Chief of
Tuccopa, who has confirmed all that I had collected at
Kedal, and has forther told me that although his
Master is styled by wany people Pya, he is in fact &
Prah only, and is unwilling to be called by the other
title, from an apprehension that it will excite jealousy
and envy among the other Chiets. This Luang has
undertaken to convey letters and presents from me to
his Master immediately, and to prepave him for my visit.

The Chow Pya of Ligore does not give entire
credit to the English having captured so many Burmese
places, and in fact suspects, that the report of our War
with Ava is spread in view only that an Officer from
Penang may be able to cross and see the Country
between Ligore and Kedah.

( Signed ) H. BURNEY
Political Agent to the Siamese States.
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FORT CORNWALLIS—The 5 February 1825,

THE following Minute by the President with
Letters to the Siamess Chiefs is reconded,

MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT.

As it appeared to me, after the pernsal and consi-
deration of Captain Burney's report, that the letters
addrezzail to the neighbonring Chiefs should be some-
what more full and explanatory as | to] the ohjects of
his Mission, anid the general subjects connected there-
with, the War with the Burmese, and the cceupation
of Tavoy and Mergui. 1 directed accordingly the
letters, of which the translations are now Ilnid before
the Boand, to he prepared.

{ Signed ) R. FULLERTON

31 January 1825,
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TO THE SON OF THE RAJAH OF LIGORE.

To

The Som of the Rajah of Ligore at
KEDAH.

Tie Governor of Penang has received the letter
which the Buginda Muda residing at Kedah has sent
him by Captain Burney, and he has to thank the
Buginda Muda for the determination which he ex-
presses to apprehénd and pnnish the Iobbers and
Pirates that infest the Seas and Countries to the
Northward of Penang.  The Governor also thanks the
Buginda Muada for the eivility and attention which he
has shewn to Captain Burney, and regrets that that
Officer was not allowed to go across the Comntry to
Ligore to communicate with the Chow Pia upon many
important particnlars regarding the War in which the
English are at present engaged against Ava. He
hopea however that the Chow Pia will hear from
Achong sueh intelligence as will induce him im-
mediately to give Captain Burney a meeting. The
British Government iz very anxious of explaining
every particnlar vegarding the Burmese to the Siam-
ese, with whom it has =0 long been on the most
friendly terms: and now that it is engaged in hos-
tilities agninst theie mutual enemies the Burmese, the
Governor of Penang is confident that the King of Siam
will be most happy to receive anthentic intelligence as
the views and proceedings of the British forces which
have ocenpied Cheduba, Negrais, Rangoon, Dalla,
Pegu, Martaban, Yek, Tavoy, Mergui, and Tennsserim,
and he has commissionsd Captain Burney to communi-
cate very fully all sneh particulars to every Sinmess
Chief in the neighbourhood of Penang, in onder that
there wmay arise no doubt or suspicion of any kind in
the minds of the Eiiam:w.-. and that the long subsisting
harmony between the Siamese and English may become
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more firm and permanent. Tt isthe duty therefore of
every Siamese Chief to hear all that Captain Burney
has been ordered to communicate and to report it
as soon as possible to the King of Siam.

The Governor of Penang is happy to hear from
Captain Burney that the Briginda Muda is willing to
put a stop to the sale of stolen property at Kedal, and
to seize and deliver up to the Governor of Penang
all Pirates nnd Robbers that may fiy to the territory
of Kedah from Penang, and the Governor engages to
issue the same onders as the Briginda Muda may
issne at Kedah, with respect to Robbers and Pirates
taking shelter at Penang or the Honhle. Company's
tervitory from Kedah, and with respect to persons
selling property stolen from Kedah.

But the Governor of Penang is sorry to hear from
Captain Burney that the Native Trade between Kedals
and Penang is much oppressed by the exactions of
some Chulia and Chinese Servants of the Briginda
Mudn ot Kedah, and that the valuable trade which
formerly passed overland between Kedah and Ligore
from Penang, is now entirely stopped, in consequence
of all persons being probibited to cross the Country
without the previons permission of the Chow Pia of
Ligore. The Governor hopes that the Briginda Muda
will encourage amdl premote Commerce at Kedal, in
the same manner as it [ is] encowraged and promoted
at Penang, by fixing a regular Schedule of Duties.
punishing all persons who may extort unauthorized
fees, and permitting every Trader to go and come
whenever and wherever he  pleases  without tny
trouble or hindrance,

Lastly, the Governor of Penang trustz, that from
the confidence and good terms that now subsist be-
tween Kedah and Penang, and from Captain Hurney's
being an old friend of the Clow Pia of Ligore, that
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the Briginda Muda will give letters of introduction to
the Chiefs of Phoonga, Tacowpa and Chimpohun, in
order that they alzo may become acquainted as friends
with every particular reganding the Burmese War, and ;
regarding the occupation of Tavoy and Mergui by the
British Troops : and he is happy to learn that the
Briginda Muda has resolved upon ovdering two of his
gervants to accompany  Captain Bumey towands
Mergui, for the purpose of acquiving full and complete
intelligence as to the War carrying on between the
English and the Burmese, the ancieut and bitter
Fremiies of the Sinmese,

(Higned) R FULLERTON
Giovernor.
Traunslated by

(Sil) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transe. to Govt,
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TO THE PIA of CHIMPOHUN and other CHIEFS,

Pia of Chimpohun, Pia of Tacoapa, Pia of Tucatoon
the Aluang of Krw, and Chow Pia of Ligore.

—

The Governor of Penang has thought it praper to
depute Captain Burney to the Pia of Chimpohun, in or-
der to communieats to the Pia important information
regarding the War in which the Fluglish are at [iressnt
engaged against Ava, and he hopes the Pia will receive
Captain Burney with the same hospitality and gowl
will which every Siamess visiting Penang, or any
other British Port, has always experienced, and may be
certain of experiencing from the English.

The British Government is very desirous of ex-
plaining every partioular regarding the Burmese War to
the Siamese, withwhom it has so long been on the most
friendly terms, and now that it is engaged in hostilities
against their mutnal enemies the Burmese, the Gover-
nor of Penang is confident that the King of Siam will
be most happy to receive anthentic intelligence as to
the views amd proceedings of the British forces which
have occupied Chedoba, Negmis, Rangoon, Dalla,
Pegue, Martaban, Yek, Tavoy, Meroui and Tenasserim,
and he has commissioned Captain Burney to com-
municate very fully all sueh particulars to every
Siamese Chief in the neighbonrhood of Penang, in
order that there may arise no doubt or suspicion of any
kind in the minds of the Siamese, and that the long
subsisting feiendship and harmon ¥ between the Sinmese
and English, may becoms more firm and permanent,
It iz the duty therefore, of every Siamesa Chief, to
hear all that Captain Burney has been ordered to com-
municate, and to report it ns soon ns possible to the
Ring of Siam ; and the Governor of Penang trusts that
P'ya Phoongn Will not only note down and report to
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Bangkok all that Captain Burney may relate, hut assist
Captain Burney to give the same important inforination
to all the Siamese Chiefs between Mergui and Phoonga,
in ordaer that the English on the Coast of Tenaszerim
may be considered as fricnds to the Sinmese, and that
the Siamese may know that if they move their forces in
the direction of Aungwa aml Moneh from Bangkok and
Cheung-mai, they will have an opportunity of securing
grreat advantage for themselves over their ancient and
bitter enemits the Bormese,

Captain Burney will daliver some tokens of friend-
ahip and good will from the Governor of 'enang to the
i of Poongha, and communicate either to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, or to the Governor of Menang, any
thing that the Pia will have to communicats.

{ Signed ) ML, FULLERTON
Governor.
Tranzlnted by

(8d.) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.
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Poongha.
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TO THE PIA OF POONGHA.

Pia of Poonglia.

The Governor of Penang takes the enrliest
apportunity of thanking the Pia of Poongha for the
civility and politeness with which he received some
monkths ago. the Governor's Agent Captain Low : and
e now deputes Captain Bumey to Poongha, in order
to communivate to the Pia  important information
reganding the War in which the Epglish are ot
present engaged against Ava, and to hope the Pia will
receive Captain Boeney with his usunl kindness anid
attention. The British Government is very desivons
of explaining every particular regarding  the Burmess
War to the Siamese, with whom it has so long been
on the most friendly tecms, and now that it is engaged
in hostilities agninst their mutual enemies the Bormese,

- ® = - -

[ From this point to the end, the document is a
copy of the letter addressed to the in of Chimpohun, |
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FORT CORNWALLIS—The 3 February 1525,

The following Minute Ly Mr, Clubley, proposing
the discontinuance of any further Proceedings on the
sulject is recondsd,

MINUTE BY MR. CLUBLEY.

When the Mission of Captn. Burney to the
Siames= States was proposad by the President, |
certainly declined recording my dissent, to the men-
sure, from respect to the high authority of the Supreme
Government, under whose recommendation that officer
was appointed to the trust, and under a hope that the
important interests which were supposed to be involved
in the Mission. would justify its adoption. The
return of that Offcer, and his Report of Procesdings
at Kedah, oblige ms however now to sayv. that
I look wupon the continuance of such a Mission
not ouly as impolitic, but as improper. It isimpo-
litic becanse it appears to wme that no ultimate
good can result from it, whils the Deputation of a
British Offcer, for purposes which are unattainable
with the petty States on this Coast, can only lead
them to unreasonable expectations, and perhaps in-
volve us in a way which may be ultimately incon-
venient., It las the appearance alzo of a solicitude-.
for assistanes, which none of these States can afford,
awd even if ultimately given, will prove too late to
be of any avail. 1t is guite quite unreasonable
to suppose that the Siamese Court and its de-
pendent Governments have uot been fully aware
of onr hostilities with Ava, as well as with the
progress of our Arms, and if they had been dis-
posed to take advantage of the opportunity, there
has been ample time to enable them to do so in a way
that might have beea useful to us, and advantageous
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to themselves, The Mission is improper on thesa
grounds, and also because the expense of it is certain,
without any probability of a proportionate advantage.

We have betore us in Captain Burmey's report 8
Sheets of Paper full of that sort of information which
has been given in every preceding Mission to Kedah,
with particulars regasding the Country, which conld
have been easily gleansd from the 1st Volume of the
Penang Records, from the more voluminous reports of
My, Crawfurd of his Mission to Siam in 1822, awd
from the practical result of Lieatt. Low's Mission of
last year, the Report of which is on recond.  Besides
which the opportunities affunded to Lientt. Low in his
last, and in his present visits to the Northward will
have placed the Siamese in full possession of onr views
and objects in the War with Ava, as he ciroulated
Translations in the Siamese Language of the Pro-
clamation of War, and actually invited their nssistance,
1 think it will ba time enough when Lieatenant Low
returns from Mergui to judge whether another Mission
for the same purpose is now expedient, after Govern-
ment. shall have veceived his Reports of the feelings
and sentiments of the diffsrant Sinmese Chieftaing
with whom he may have had intercourse.

We have receividd also from Captain Burney a
Sketch of the Siamese Empire, derived as usual from
Native information, amd theretore likely to mislead
from its vagueness and nneertainty,

The names of Native Authorities and Potentates,
ander the Siamese Government, may be correctly
described, as may perhiaps also Captain Burney's cor-
rection of Mr. Crawfurl's report regarding the present
King of Siam.

The personal character of the young Chiefl at
Kedah, and of his Ministers may also he satisfac-
torily described by Captain Burney, as well as the
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state of the Conntry, and the price of poultry ;
but 1 cannot think that such objects so frequently
hefore descanted ou, can be of sufficient consideration
for an expensive Mission, not even if the Privata
Lives and Adventures of all the Chiefs and Ministers
hetween thizs and Mergui were added to the Hsport.
1 decidedly object to the muasure adopted by Captain
Burney of sending an unacepsdited Chinese Person to
Ligore upon a Mission, which required all the delicacy
he himself could have bestowsd upon it.

Captain Burney has moreover * eandidly acknow-
ledged ™ in his Raport an opinion that * from this
“ (*oast it will be impossible to communaicate with the
 Chief of Singora, and that it iz not likely he will
= be allowed to pass across the Country to Ligore.”
For all practical purposes, therefore, of utility amnd of
geneml poliey, the present Mission might terminati.
he problematical resule of any endeavour to penetrate
aceoss the Country from the * Rinnong River™ to
“ Chimpohun ™ ean be of no public benelit ns respects
the objects of Government referable to the present
Burman War. Far better would it have heen if
Colonel Snow had Leen allowed to carry into effect the
ahjects of this Government with the Siamese States,
and eventually with Siam itself, against which the
Supreme Government so decidedly objected.

The comduct ani pm-ceeiliuga. of the young
Prince at Kedah, as well as of all the pstty States
to the Nothwanl, will be entirely regulated by the
orders of the Rajah of Ligore, and it is «uite cerfain
that that hanghty Chief iz equally bound by the in-
structions of the Court of Siam. We may receive
from the Hajah of Ligore, and from the tribmtary
Sinmese Chieftaing abundant expressions of good will
and professions of regard which ara quite nmmeaning,
and in no case to be relied upon, without the authori-
tative orders of their Lord and Master at Siam, who
can only be courted ot his Capital. His dependent
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Ministers will of conrse receive with avidity all com-
plimentary Embassies, but the substantial ndvantage
to ourselves is not obtainable from such a made of
Intereonrse.

( Signed ) W. A. CLUBLEY

THE BOARD resolves that the subject lie ovie
until Reports of his further procesdings are received
from the Political Agent.
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FORT CORNWALLIS—The 3 February 1525,

AGENT to the SIAMESE STATES.

Tao
W. 5, CHACROFT Esguire
Acting Secretary to Government.
Bir,

I beg leave to apprize you for the information of
the Honorable the Governor in Couneil, that on my
late visit to Kedah, | engaged a small schooner of 12
or 14 Tons burthen, to accompany me—that, in view
to incur as little expense as possible, three of the Crew
belonging to the Honorable Company’s Brig Jessy
were put into her to man her, and that 1 derived
important as<istance from this Vessel, I was in hope=
of again being able to avail myself of such a benefit
without any immediate outlay, but the Commander of
the Jessy being unwilling to spava any of his craw, 1
have to solicit the Honble, the Governor in Conneil
will anthorize me to entortain an intelligent Seacunny
and four Lasears, for the purpose of manning the
Schooner above referred to and to incur an expense
not exceeding 100 Drs, per month on acscount of her.

Referving to the feail condition of the H. C. Brig
Jessy, and to the necessity which will exist for my
keeping close to the shore, and entering some distance
into Rivers wherever the Seat of a Siamess Chief is in
the interior, 1 submit the presence of such a Schooner,
or other decked Boat is indispenszable for the due
excoution of my Mission, Perhups the Honorable the
Governor in Council may, in lieu of authorizing the
expense which I propoge, direct the Gun Boat lately
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bmilt for the Honhle. Company to accompany me.

I have &e,
(Signed) H. BURNEY
Poll. Agent to the Siamese
P. W. Island Btates
2d Feby. 1825.
RESOLVED that the anthority solicited be
granted, instructions being given against exceading the

above expense, and for limiting the charge ineurred
to as cconomical a seale as possible.
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Stralts Settie- g vl 0 | -s W L M
mants, Vol. 98,

P 2RS40 RAJAH of LIGORE.

Rajah of Ligore
20 January 1828, =

Translation

ot o letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Honble.
the Governor of Prince of Wales Island.

( After Compliments. )

The reply to my letter which my friend returned
by Alnang Ram Dicho, Kon Aksoon and Nei Neem,
expreasive of his desive to promote a friendly under-
standing with me has been duly received, and the
contents fully understood.

The snccesses of the English in their hostilities
against the Kingdom of Ava, I am extremely rojoiced
to learn ; for Ava and Siam ean never be ab peace, oF
preserve a good understanding.

[ am anxions to know what is the cause of the
English having quarrelled with Ava, and I am also
desivous to learn how many of the Burman Countries,
have been alrsady taken by the Boglish. 1 shoald
like to he informed alss, as to the nature of the in-
tendad attack, and the preparations which have been
made by the English for the capture of the capital ot
Ava, 1 request, therefore, that my friend will inform
mie of thesa particulars by letter, for the Siamese will
be happy to hear that Ava has been overcome by the
English,

When the Kingdom of Ava has been completely
subdued by the English, the Sinmese will be very
happy and be enabled to trade with greater facility. 1
am anxions to establish friendship and cordiality with
my friend, more close,and intimate than formerly.



']

- 'nm“

[ 861

Aluang Bam Dicho, Kon Aksoon, and Nai Neem,
who conveyed my last letter, mentioned to me that
my friend wanted some small Prows to send up and
co-operate in the Ava River, and that he also required
some elephants at Penang. If my friend wishes to
have P'rows to the number of ten, twenty, or thirty,
and elephants for amusement at PPulo Penang, he will
be pleased to send me a letter, and T will send them.
in order to adhers to, and promote friendship and
oo will.

I herewith send a Kundi { o Silver Water Pot
inlaid with thin Gold ) of the manufacture of Siam.
which I beg to present like a lower to my friend. and
begz he will aceept, using it as he pleases, as a token
of teganl,

Further, it iz mentioned in my friend’s letter
that there have beena great number of Pimtes amd
Hobbers, who have been committing depredations, nud
taken vefuge in Kedal, 1 have seut o letter thers,
directing search to be made for them, and the seizure
of their persons—if discovered they shall be punished
according to castom.

There is a person of the name of To Jahan, a
Native of Purliz. also a Panglima Saiband a Panglima
Balie, [rom a place ealled Temblang [ Pependencies
of the Kedal Country ) who were under my ordars
anil control formorly—they have fled and taken refugs
in the territory attached to Pulo Penang, together
with Che Allang, Che Akeel, Che Musa, and Che Jaya,
Inhabitauts of the Kangkawi Islands—theso people
have concerted together to comnit piracies, aml to
attack trading Prows, robbing and plundering  the
Birds Nests at the Islands from which 1 derive n
Revenue.

Moreover, with respect to Rajah Antah, Rajah
Ocsman, Raja)y Kahar, Fakic Saib and Nga Manid
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alluded to in my friend's letter—I have sent o letter
to Kedah dirvecting that they shall be watched and
seized—but they dare not continue long in the Kedah
territory—they make piratical and plundering incur-
sions and then fly,

All these people have conveyed their wives and
families to reside at Prye, Teluk Aver Tawar, Tanjong
Tokong, Teluk Jelutang, Sungei Glugore, and Sungei
Kluang, under the Government of Pulo Penang, and
my friend having but lately arrived miny not perhaps
be aware of this.

The person who is charged with this letter is well
acquainted however with the resort of these people,
and 1 request my friend will enquire of him. 1If my
friend wishes to seize these people without difficulty,
it may certainly be accomplished,

I therefora beg my friend who governs Pulo Pen-
ang, to seize all these pirates and robbers and send
them to Kedah, according to long established enstom.
When these evil disposed people are removed, the
Commercial intercourse between Pnlo Penang and
Kedah will be improved and easy.  All that is herein
stated, 1 submit for the consideration of my friend,
in order that he may decide upon promoting entire
Friendship.

There is another point. So long as the Rajah of
Kedah has been residing at Pulo Penang, all these
wicked people who have fled, take a pleasure in
conveying false reporta to Pulo Penang, in order to
ereate a bad feeling and enmity between the English
and Sismese. What [ now profess I assert with real
sincerity and a friendly disposition—that from this
time should any person bring any intelligence of such
a nature, and endeavour to promote discord and division
between the English and Siamese, 1 request my friend
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will seize the person bringing snch reports, confinings
him and sending me intimation in order that T may b
¢nabled to point out satisfactorily to my friend, the
falsity of any such reports of my evil designs. 1
again repeat that what 1 now declare, is with the
utmost sincerity, as a token of truth, and in order
that friendship and good will may be promoted and
continuad from this time forward,

Dated 20th Jemadilanal in this year 1240—20th
January 1825,

Malay Translator's Office
enang
The 11th Febrnary 1825,

A True Tranzlation

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.

Note —This letter was received yesterday at noon.
It is a reply to the Homorable the Governor's dated
13th December last. The Original is in Malay. The
Rajah of L'gore has sent a comjplimentary present of
a Silver Cup inlaid with Gold by the Messengers to
the Malay Translator.

(Signed) J. Al
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 17 VFebruary 1825.
Records,

Stealts Settle- - rr—%

maents, Vol. 89,
. d08-1,

Son of the Rajah SON ot the RAJAH of LIGORE,
of Ligore at

Hadah 1.
Febry. IB25.

Translation

of a letter from the Son of the Hajah of Ligore af
Keilnh to the Homorable Robert Fullerton Eaquive
Governor of Pulo Penang.

{ After Compliments.)

I bave veceived my friend's lotter brought by
Captain Burmey, and understand fully all its contents.
With respect to the Pirate rows which have been
attacking trading Vessels, and committing depreda-
tions to the Northward of 'ulo Pennang, 1 have sonn
my friend’s letter to the Chow Pia of Ligore, aml
whatever reply he may return upon that subject, shall
be eommunicated to my friend.

Farther, my friend mentions that the Chinese and
Chooliahs commit extortions at Kedah on teaders: T
had not formerly heard of this, nor had any repre-
sentations been made to me upon the subject ; but now
that 1 am informed of such heing the case, | shall give
orders tor preventing their being  guilty of such
practices. in future, Do not let wy friend  be
suEpicions,

With respect to my friend’s vequest, that 1 should
write letters to the Pia of Poonghs, and the Praws of
Tacoopa and Tuoceatoon, and send them by Captain
Burney, I will do as my friend reguives.  With respect
to Captn. Borney whom my friend mentions ns
desirous of proceeding immediately to wait on the
Ring of Ligore, 1 consulted with him to send over

China Achong with some of my people, to inform
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the Chow Vin of Ligore, and [ have sincs dispatched
other Messengers to convey the information to
the Rajah of Ligore. If he sends o reply I will
conform to whatever directions it may contain, and
will inform my friend accondingly, for it is the Rajah
of Ligove's onder that previous intimation shall Lyer
sent him of the intentions of any person wishing
to procesd to meet him.

Dated Friday 11th February 1825,
A True Translation

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transe. to Govt.

Pmong
15 Feby. 1825,

THE HONORABLE THE GOVERNOR ac-
quaints the Boand, that the Beavers of the Letter from
Ligore have requested an interview with him, when
he will prepare o lettter to the Chow Pia and acquaint
them that unless Cnptain Burney is received amd
admitted to n conference, this Government will decline
granting & similar reception to any more Envoys from
thint State.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 17 February 1825,

SUPT. of POINT WELLESLEY.

To W. 5. CRACROET Esq.
Acting Secretary to Government.
Bir,

[ deem it my duty to report, for the information
to the Honorable the Governor in Conneil, that during
the past week, npwards of fifty of the former in-
habitants of 1'alai have entered Wellesley Provines,
having fled from their homes to prevent being forcibly
carried away by the Forces under the authority of the

Rajah of Ligore, and that ot least two hundred more
may be shortly expectad,

It appears that the Siamese authorities at Kedah
have sent orders to the Shabundar of Pulai to collect
200 men, and place them under the orders of the
Sinmese Authorities in the neighbourhood of Peralk.
No immediate ‘object is avowed for demanding this
force, but the prevailing opinion is, that it is intended
to assist in the long threatened attack on Salangore,

1 have &ec. &e.
(Signed) A, D. MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesley.

Point Wellesley

the 15 February 1625,
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THE OBIECT now in view by the Siamese An-
thorities, appenring to the Board to be franght with
injury to the British Intarests, and to be nearly the
final step to the complete suljugation of the Malay
Peninsula—

IT IS AGREED, that a Special Report of the
progress of the Siamese Conguestz be again made to
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Conneil,
more particnlarly with reference to the approaching
transior of Malneea, and the Treaties and relations
subsisting between that Settlement and the States of
Salangore and Rumbow.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 28 February 15825,

To the Rajah of LIGORE.

——

Letter
from the Honble. Robert Fullerton Exq. Governor of
Prince of Wales Island to the Rajah of Ligore.

The Governor of Pulo Penang has received the
letter from the Rajah of Ligore brought by his Messen-
ger Kon Aksoon anmd the Governor regrets that His
Highness did not permit Captain Low to proceed
across to meet him and communicate with him npon
the subject of Boats which were required some months
ago. These Boats would have been of much use at
that time in co-operating sgninst the Burmahs at
Rangoon. The time is now passed however. The
British troops have heen very suceessful and a greats
number of Boats have been obtained. The elephants
which His Higlness offers also are not at present
required, but if the public Service should render it
necessary, the Governor will avail himself of His
Highness's offer.

With respect to His Highness's enquiries relative
to the Burmah War, and other matters allnded to in
his letter, Captain Burney has been deputed to him
for the express purpose of entering fully into the
detail of all matters connected with the war, ns well as
the explanation of the mutual advantages that may
result, not less to the Siamese than the British
Government by its successful termination,

The Governor of Pulo Pennng therefore trusts that:
the Rajah of Ligore will receive Captain Burney as
an accredited Agent of the British Government, and
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 28 February 1825,

THE HONORABLE THE GOVERNOR sub-
mits the following Memorandum of a Conversation
between him and the Envovs from Ligore,

MEMO : of CONVERSATION with
LIGORE ENVOYS.

Memorandnm
of n Conversation between the Honble. the Governoe
ot Penang, and the Envoys from the Rajah of Ligore,
on Friday the 18th Febroary 1835,

The Honorable the Governor mentioned that he
had perused the Jetter from Hiz Highness of Ligore
brought Ly the Envoys, and that the Boats which
were now offersd would have been very acceptable
some months ago, when Captain Low proceeded to
Trang for the purpose of procuring them. Since that
period however, the British Army had been very
successful against the Burmahs and we had captured
many of theie principal Senport Towns,  The Govern-
ment wonld therefore decling the offér of Prows or
Elephants at present, but should they be reguired
hereafter, he wonld acquaint His Higliness,

The Envoys replied that in consequence of the
Honble, the Governor's enguiries when they wers last
here, they had mentioned the object of Captain Low's
Mission, which he had declined to communicate tully,
and hence the disappointment in procuring Prows,
which the Rajah of Ligore expressad a desire to supply
the moment he was informed by them that they were
wanted, and they added that there was o ship at Trang

and a schooner at Quedaly, which the Governor might
also haove, if he wished.
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The Governor stated that he had sent Captain
Barney to communicate fully and confidentially with
the Rajn of Ligore upon the subject of the Burmah
War, the King of Quedah, Pirates and other matters
alluded to in His Highness's letter and he therefore
recommended the Envoys to return without delay and
make this known to His Highness, so that he might
receive Captain Burney. The Governor added, that it
Captain Borney was not received ns he expectad, he
conld not receive any more Siamese Envoys, but he
had no doubt that if the Rajah of Ligors gave him a
meeting every thing wonld be satisfactorily explained.

The Envoys assured the Governor that His High-
ness had o great respect for the Governor, and was
desirous of comforming to his wishes, Hiz Highness
was also acquainted with Captain Burney, and they
had little doubt the Rajah would peemit that officer to
£0 QCross.

The Governor next enguired for what purpose so
many Boats were fitted ont at Trang, Quedali, Lingow,
Sitool and Purlis.  The Envoys replied they had been
fitted out in expectation of an attack from the
Burmahs.

The (Governor exprassed a snspicion that they
were destined to attack Salangore, and reminded the
Envoys that Malacea was about to be occupied by the
English ; that Treaties existed between that Settlement
and Salangore and Perak, and that any hostilities by
the Rajah of Ligore against these States would not
be regarded with indiffsrenca by the British Govern-
ment, He therefore requested the Envoys to caution
the Rajah of Ligore against sencding any force to the
Southward of Penang,

The Envoys replied that Perak was already in
possession of the Siamese, and that the Rajah of
Ligore would of course acquaint the Governor of his
intention of proceeding further before he did so.
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The Envoys after repeatedly expressing the
friendly feelings entertained by the Ligore Rajah
towards the Governor, his anxiety to conciliate his
favor, and requesting him not to eredit any reports at
varinnce with His Highness's professions, and to
seize any Natives who bronght reports unfavorable o
him, adverted to the Piracies comnnitted by the
Malays in this quarter, and expressed an anxiety that
the Chiets should he seized.

The Governor informed them that he was nsing
his utmost endeavours to suppress Piracy, and that
adiditional Vessels had been, and wonld be employed
for that purpose.

The Governor again vepeated that his Agent
Captain  Burney would explain everything, and the
head Envoy promised to return in four days to axpedite
the reception of Captain Burney by the Rajah of
Ligore.

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govk.
Penang

18 Fehry. 1825,
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FTORT CORNWALLIS The 28 Februnry 1825,

THE RIGHT HONORABLE
William Pitt, Lord Amherst
Governor General in Council
FORT WILLIAM,
My Lomd,

We have the honor to transmit for the informa-
tion of your Lowdship in Council the annexed Copy of
a letter ® from the Superintendant of Point Wellesley
Provinee, reporting that an attack which has been for
some time meditated by the Rajah of Ligore is now
likely to be put in execntion against the State of
Salangore.  Whether the Siamese being aware of the
approaching trausfer of Malaces are tempted to pre-
sume that the Netherlands Government of that place
will not deem it worth while to support the interests
of its ally by active measures in his belalf, or whether
they ars anxions to reduce that State to subjection
previons to our taking possession of the neighbouring
Territory, their success cannot fail to be productive
of effects extremely detrimental to the British
interests, and calenlated indeed to nnllify all the
advautages Political and Commercial which it has
been the object of the Framers of the new Treaty to
obtain for us with those Countries,

2. In the Dispatch of your Lordship  in
Council dated the 19 November last, it is Justly
regretted that cirenmstances shonld have brought
us in immediste contact with the Siamese power af
one point of our Possessions. If (as is almost
certain)  from the weakness of the Rajah  of
Salangore, they succeed in eatablishing themselves
there, we shall be also in contact with them
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at our Settlement next to the Bastward, Malacca, not
only so but Salangore having fallen, Rumbow and
dJohore will it is feared fall an easy prey. The
Siomese Government will border on and he only
divided by a shallow and inconsiderable channel from
the island of Singapore, and our three Settlements
become ns it were insulated by that jealous and
haughty race of people. The rich productions of the
interior of the Peninsula will be intercepted by that
monopolizing spirit which has always claracterizad
that Nation, and we shall become dependent on them
for every Article of Commercs or Supply which they

enjoy by any other conveyance than that of a long Sea
voyage.

3. On the renewal of the Alliance batwesn the

Netherlands Government and Salangore in the year

1819, an Agent was deputed from hence at the request

of His Highness the Rajah. Copies of the COrTespOT=-

dence which took place on that occasion between the

Governor of this Presidency and that Chisf—the

Proceedings of the Agent and the Treaties between

® mot in this  Salangore and Malacea form enclosures ® in this dis-

s e o Dateh, aud will serve to shew the intimate connection
invol. 70ana  subsisting between those two Governments.

will be coplod

m_— :: ::,:_w. 4. The Correspondence which took place between

Major Farquhar and the Rajah of Rambow (a Country

to the Southward of Salangore but inland from Malacea)

in the years 1816 and 1817 shew a more immediate

connection aud dependence on the part of that weak

Malayan State on its more powerful European neigh-

bour, Copies of this Correspondence ave likewise

® This corras- enclosed * for the information of your Londship in
wondenca is im- H
mnaterial to Siam Couneil.
nnd has not
A S pigt. 5. From the letter which we had the honor to

address to your Lordship in Council under date 15th
January, it will be seen that we entertained hopes
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that the early occupation of Malacea by DBritish
Authority wonld have prevented the Siamese Chief of
Ligore from attempting the subjugation of that State,
and extending the Siamese Dominions in that direc—
tion ; from the natuee of the ntimation now received,
fears may Dbe entertained that the event may preceds
onr taking possession of Malacca, and considering that
the relations to be observed in respect to the Malayan
States in that neighbaurhood will probably becoma
the tirst question for thie consileration of the person
to whom the charge of that new Settlement may ba
entrusted by vour Lorlship in Council, it seems
advisable that no time should be lost in submitting
the information and the Doonments on onr Records
connected with this question. In respect to any
measure to be puesued by us peading reforence to the
Supreme Government relating to Siamess encroach-
ments on the Peninsala, it may b2 observed, that
althongh, as already stated by us, we do not consider
the Government of Siam to have held over the King
of Kedah at the time of the cession of this Island such
a degree of legitimate authority or Snpremacy as to
have barred the vight of the King of Kedah to make
the cession, or to have anthorizel the snbsequent
expulsion of the King, vet as all those proceedings
have been virtually assented to by us, the restoration
of that Kingdom to its ancient, and to us most desir-
sble state, can only now be the subject of negociation ;
how far the same argument applies to the next
Southerly State of ’erak is not certainly clear., It
appears that the Rajah of Ligore sent about 20 prows
there in Febraary aml March 1822, The Siamese and
some Malays remained thers o faw months. The
Rajah of Salangore was requested by the King to
come np and assist him. He did so, and the
few Siamese who wers at Perak and the renegade
Malays from Kedah wera completely expelled in
November or December 1822, Since that time no
further attempts have been made by the Siamese to
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possess themselves of Perak till about 5 months ago,
when, at the very time the Ligore Rajah was sending
Envoys here ostensibly to negociate for the restomtion
of Keidah, he sent down #) Sianmese and about 300
Malays clandestinely overland to Perak. and occupying
a Military Post thence infer actual possession of the
Conntry. 1t is understoad that the form of renewing
the Treaty was gone through by the Datch on theie
réturn to Malneea, but 3t does not appear that they
took any measures to defend the Conntry ngainst the
Sinmese, The State of Pernk certainly was in alliance
with the Dutch st Malacea, and as sach may be con-
sideved within the scope of Political arrangements
vonnected with that Settlement, it cannot éven now D
gaid to b in possession of the Rajal of Ligore, and its
subjugation has covtainly not been recognizeld by the
Hritish Govermuent.

6.  As regands Salangore, the course is still mora
¢lear,  The subject is still open for consideration, and
it seemel wdvisable therefore that n cautionary com-
munication shonld be made to the Chief of Ligore on
that point. 1t will be seen by the enclosed copy of n
Memorandum of a Conversation hetween our President
and the Envoys sent here from Ligore, that they have
been distinetly informed that any hostile attempt on
Salangore under existing circumstances might possibly
be seviously noticad by the Supreme British Authority,
and we propose that a similar communication should
be made direet to the Rajoh by Coptain Barney. 1t
may be right to observe that the communication in
question has not been made with a view to any im-
mediate proceeding on our part, but merely to bar
any supposed recognition of the right of Conguest
which might hereafter interfere with the ulterior
arrangements directed by your Lordship in Couneil.

d1016
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 11th March 1825.

RESIDENT at SINGAPORE.

'PLI A

W. CRACROFT Esquire
Secvetary to the Government
Prince of Wales Island,

Sir,

I bave the honor to ackoowledge the receipt of
vour Letter of the 28th Ultime intimating the ap-
pointinent of Uaptain Burbey snd transmitting the
instructions given to that Officer, together with the
Despatch of the Houble, the Governor in Couneil to
the Supreme Government touching the objects con-
nected with the nomivation in guestion. 1 request
yau will be plessed to snbmit my acknowledgements
to the Houble. the Governor in Counecil for the
valuable sl instructive dociments which he lins been
pleased to transmit for my perusal-and that you will
lav before him the inclossd Extrct of a Despatch ®
to the Supreme Government, bearing upon the guest-
ion of Sismese Politics.

I have &o. I"l'l:l'.
( Signed ) J. CRAWEURD
Resident.

Singupaore
23l Pebruary 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 11th March 1825.

4-[10
G. SWINTOXN, Hs.t]lﬁl'e
Secretary to the Government
FORT WILLIAM
S,

[ have the honor to report for the information of
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council
that the English Vessel Shannon arrived last night
from Siam, beinging a letter to my address from the
Sinmese Minister of which a translation is hevewith
annexed, ns well ns o letter from Mr. . . . ®of
hich a copy iz also transmitted. The Right Honble.

in Bongal Secret the Governor Generl in Couneil will have the gosdness
and Political . olicopve that the sentiments and condnet evineed by

Consultations,

Vol. 338.

the Sinmese Court as portmyed in the present cor-
respondence are such as were looked for at an early
period, T have reason now to hope that as the Sismesa
become move assuved of onr suceess, and when the
resnlts of the war shall appear no longer dubious, they
will proceed to vonder us useful assistance, such as
may be of material gerviee in harassing and distract-
ing the Enemy, and expediting the termination ‘of
the contest,

I have thought the present commanication of
sufficient importance to warrant me in taking up a
Despatch Boat to forward it to P. W. Island with the
view of overtaking a Ship bound for Bengal which
gailed from this Place on the 28th Ultimo, sud which
was to have touched at that Place,
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Copy of this Despatch and of its Enclosnres has
been  transmitteil to the Honble, the Governor of
Prince of Wales Islnmd. '

| have & &ec.
l;ﬁip;llt-lf} J. URAWFURD

Resident.
Singapore 31 March 1525,

(A Troe Copy)
(Signel) J, CRAWFURD  Resident.
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 11th March 1825,

The Letter of Chao-Pin-Prah Klang first Minister
to His Majesty the King of Siam to Joln Crawturd
Bsgnire Resident of Singapore.

Your Letter informs me that your Nation is at
swar with the Burmans, that the Eoelish have captuved
Rangoon, that the Barmans joined their forces to take
the place in question, but found that the English had
abandoned it, and hail marched towards Cheduba.
Ramres and Negmis, that the British Aemy left those
places, and proceeded townrds Martaban, Mergui and
Tavoy, that the British Commander is well nware that
the Burmans are great enemies to the Siamese, and
that if wi assisted the Eaglish, they should feel ex-
tremely obliged to us, and veport the same to the
Governor General of Bengal.

I have stated to His Majesty the contents of your
letter who said that he is glad that the English are at
war with the Burmans becruse they are our enemies,
while at the same time he remacked that as vet our
nntion and the Eoglish are on good terms. and that
commercs between them was daily inerensing,

Your Lelter states that the English would Le very
glnd if we assisted them against the Burmans,  This
has been done, and nccordingly our Troops are ready
on the Western Frontier to attack the Bormans.
Formerly it was the custom to send Chao Phain Maha
Jotha the Peguan General with his Troops towards
the Northern Frontier too harass the Burmans
and to seizge their encampments, houses &e. at
Martaban, Me: rai, Tavoy and Tanao (Tenasserim)
amd to learn [com them the movements of the Burmans,
but now as His Majesty las heard that the Snglish
are at Rangoon, he has therefore ordered Chao Phain
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Maha Jotha to proveed towards Martaban, who on his

arrival found that the Siamese Troops were not there,
but had gone to Pegue and Tavoy.

Some persons arrived here lately from Martaban,
Mergui and Tavoy who informed us that the English
had taken those Places, some have also come from
Pegue and Tavoy with our scouts to see their friends
and relations, und to remain as resident inhabitants.
The people of Pegne and Tavoy very often remove to
Siam on account of the tyranny of the Burmans.
Lately vast numbers have flocked heve from the places
in question, altho' many have left their friends and
relations behind, but having heard that the English
had captured those places, they are now returning fast.

Chao Phain Maha Jotha on his way to Martaban
met the English General, and ssked him if he had

heard any thing regacding the Burmans, but conld get
no news.

I zend this letter in order to enable you to
inform the British General that we have sent an Army
into the Burman territory to help the English.

# Yuthin
17th danuary 1825,

( A True Translation )
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD.
( A true Copy)
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD.

Resident.
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS, The 11th March 1825.

Racords,
Stralts Settle- ————
mants, Yol 100,

pp- 850~ 3.

LIEUTENANT LOW at TAVOY.

(Extract.] To
The Secretary to Government
P'rince of Wales lsland.
Sir,
- » N . . .
& Withoutad- The Sinmese seem quite averse® to any inter-

vertingtoone £ . with the Countries in this direction which
or two Instancos ¥l
apparentty Cconquest has placed under British rule, snd have
arfsing from 0. foendly advances to the Officer in Clommand at
ignoranca. - > = i
Martaban by sending in several Chiefs, two of whom

lhave gone on to Rangoon.

With reference therefore to the Siamese merely,
it may perhaps be deemed a superfluons measure to
detain me longer on this Coast than will be barely
sufficient to enable me to obtain information respecting
it and for this purpose it seems to ms that six weeks
more will prove guite sufficient, fifteen days of which
period may be passed at Merghi.

I have &o. &e.
(Signed) JAMES LOW L.

Acting nnder the orders of the
Honble, the Governor in Couneil
of Prince of Wales Island.

TAVAI
10th February 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 17 March 1825,

RAJAH of LIGORE.

Translation

of a lotter from the Rajah of Ligove to the Honble.
Robert Fullerton Esquire Governor of Pulo Penang.

{ After Compliments )

I have to acquaint my friend that Captain Burney
sent China Achong with a letter from the Governor of
Pule Penang and one from Captain Burney himself,
overland from Quedah to Ligore. These 1 received
with satisfaction agreeably to the rules of friendship
with the English, which may be prolonged. 1 nnder-
stand the contents of the letters.

It is mentioned in the letter of my friend the
Governor of Pulo Penang, that the English have haen
suceessful against Ava and taken many Countries, and
that Captain Burmey was sent as an Agent to repre-
sent the person of my friend the Governor of Pulo
Penang, to concert with me and consult about Conn—
tries, and Capt. Burmey mentions that the General
of Bengal ordersd him to come and consult aboub
establishing friendship. Captain Burney wanted to
meet me at Trang which 1 should be happy to do, so
that the English and Siamese might continue on terms
of friendship, and that the two Conntries might remain
like one.

I have considered however, that if I went to Trang
just now, it would be too distant for my triend the'
Giovernor of Pulo Penang, and it wonld be difficult to
transact any business, I shall come to Quedah to he
near my friend the Raja of Pulo Penang, in order that
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business may be easily transacted, and that friendship
mny be increased more than formerly.

My mind is very sincerely disposed to promote
friendehip and intercourse between the Siamese and
English, 1 intend, therefore, to proceed to Quedah
in 30 or 40 days, therefore let my friend wait for the
present.  When I arrive at Quedah, T will cousider
how I may conform to the wishes of the Governor of
Pulo Penang,

Farther, the Articles which China Achong brought
with him are a Neck lace and two Arm Bangles and a
Shawl, which T have received and kept as a token of
friendship. I cannot prepare any thing at present to
send in return, but shall do so when I go to Quedah,

Date 14: February 1825.
( A True Translation )
( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr. to Govt.

Pl."‘"ﬂﬂg
2: Mareh 1835.

The style of the letter is very vague and less
courteous than formerly. It is lLesides extremely ill
written which is considered ruther dizrespectful,

( Signed ) J, A,

Transry,

THE BOARD concurring in opinion, that no
advantage is likely to be obtained, by further attempts
at communication and negocintion with the Rajah of
Ligore

ORDERED that the following letter be d

ispatched
to Captain Burney, with as litt]s delay

as possibla,
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To

CAPTAIN BURNEY

Political Agent to the Siamese States.

To Captn. Burs Sir,

nay Poiitical
Agent to Siameseo
Statas—

I am directed to enclose copy of a letter received

17 march 1825, rom the Rajah of Ligore and addressed to the Honor-

=7 gur

=T on

able the Governor. This letter was received hy
Achong the person deputed by vou to Ligore, and a
letter addressed to yoarself by the Son of the Rajah
was at the same time received and forwarded to you
along with a publie letter of the 4th Instant.

From the tenor of the letter addressed to the
Honorable the Governor by the Rajah, very serious
doubts may be entertained whether it is the intention
of that Chief to admit you to any personal communica-
tion, the notilication of an intended visit to Quedah
forty days hence seeming indeed to put off any im-
mediate meeting.  Under these ciroumstances, thero
appears no reasonnble prospect of any ® opening a
communication of ® the various points which formed
the ohject of your Mission being effected through the
medinm of the Rajah of Ligore. There seams little donbt
that the Hajah is now making extensive preparations
for the attack of Salaugore and the strong expression
of friendship conveyed in terms so evasive, lend the
Honoralle the Governor in Council to believe them
as inteniled werely to cover measures, which the
Chief is fully aware may not meet the ultimate appro-
bation of the British Authorities.

The Honorable the Governor in Counecil is of
opinion that no advantage is likely to attend the con-
tinuance of any intercourse with the Rajah of Ligore,
and unless before the receipt of the letter, circums-
tances should have ovourred to afford a better prospect
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of an early and candid communication, it is the
desire of the Honorable the Governor in Council that
you should by letter take leave of that Chief, intima-
ting to him the anxious desire that has always been
entertained by this Government to maintain with
him constant and friendly communieation, and more
partieularly at present on points in which the mntual
interests of the British and Sinmese are concerned in
this neighbourhood, and the corresponding regret felt
by the Honorable the Governor in Council that the
disinclination evinced by him to mest you personally,
has precluded the possibility of such communication.

As to the intention expressed by the Rajah of
proceeding in forty days to Quedah, it may be enongh
to observe to him generally, that this Government will
at all times be happy to meet any serions dispozition
shewn by him to open & communication, and keep
alive the friendly relations now subsisting. As regards
your ulterior preceedings in respect to any of the
other Chiefs in the neighbourhood, yon will be gaided
by the opinion you may entertain how far your com-
mumicating with them will promote, in any degree,
the snceess of the ultimate measure of an Embassy to
the Capital, which will probably be resolvad on by the
Right Honorable the Governor General.

1 nm &e. &e.

( Signed } E. A. BLUNDELL

Acting Secry, to Govh.
Fort Cornwallis

the 17 March 1825.
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 24 March 1825.

MINUTE by the PRESIDENT.

The Armed Schooner Commerce being ready for
Sea, I propose that she be dispatched with the letter
Intely addressad to Captain Burney, call first at Quedals,
proceeding if necessary to Traang and Phoonga, or
even to Mergui, should it be found that Captain
Burney has proceeded in that direction. On delivering
the letter Capiain Poynton will wait a sufficient Eime
to enable Captain Burney to reply, which it may
be expected will contain report of his proceedings.
Should it Le found that Captain Burney has procseded
up the Country, the letter may be delivered to Mr.
Cuthbertson in the Jessy, as it is probable instruetions
will have been left by him as to the manner of forwardl-
ing his letters ;—having fulfilled these instructions ns
the ease may require, Captain Poynton should be
directed to veturn to this Port, making report of his
Proceedings.

( Signed ) 1. FOLLERTON
21 : Murch 1825,

THE SECRETARY reports, that the Master
Attendont was directed to dispatch the Commerce,
withont loss of time, with the letters fur Captain
Burney,
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 7 April 1825,

READ the following Reports with a Geographical

s Soc Bengal Sketch from Captain Burey Political Agent to the

Secret and Pol: Sinmese

Consultations

States, containing the Proceedings of his

wol. 320 for two Mission. ®

roports from
Burncy to
Blundall,
Dated 2 April
1825,

Minute by tha
Frosident 71
Aprll 1825.

MINUTE by the PRESIDENT.

After an attentive perusal of Captain Burney's
Report, 1 arrive at the following conclusions : that
althongh the influence of the Chiefs of Ligore and
Phungah is considerabie, and might have great weight
in determining points connectad with the interests of
this Government yet from the relation in which they
stand, they cannot be made the medinm of negotiating
the final adjustent of the various points in discnssion
with the Kingdom of Siam: That for the above
purpose an Embassy to Siam is indispensable: That
guch can only be effected under direct powers from the
Supreine Government :  That a previons communiea-
tion with the Supreme Government is absolutely
necessary @ the more especinlly as in the course of the
War, other points may arise of & more general nature,
and not exclusively connected with the affairs of this
Presidency: That from the various ecommunications
held with Captain Buorney, that, Officer is fully
acquainted with the genernl motives and views of this
Government in rvespect to them: That the Memo-
randum of Mr. Crawfurd may be taken as the basis of
negotintion with the exception of Article 7—that
Article seems to abandon the interests of the King of
Kedah, and to stipulate instead of them an increase of
territory for ourselves,
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It appears to me that our true policyis. lst to
keep up the petty States now standing between ns and
the Siamese Territory; 2nd to endeavonur to restors
those which have besn subverted, so ns to prevent
our coming in contact with that power in this
neighbourhood. The restoration of the King of Kedah
is n point L consider no lesy consistant with trus
policy, than essential to the credit and reputation of
Government as far as Political considerations are
concerned. The same arruments apply to Perak, it
being understood that the Siamese from Ligors are
actually in possession. Should the restoration of the
King of Kedah prove impracticable, then 1 am willing
to admit that a cession of the Tercitory stated by Mr.
Crawfunl might be sdvantageous, by interposing a
greater portion of Forest between us. The object of
lolding Territory on the Continent opposite the Island,
was that we might command the Straits batween the
Main land and the Island, aml counteract the tendency
to plunder and piracy otherwise open from the
proximity to an unsettled Country. T adwmit fully that
the belt of Land so occupied is too narvow, being
comprized within 3 Miles of the shore, and therefors
terminating just as the land emerges from Mangroves
and Swamps and becomes fit for cultivation; great,
no doubt, would be the alvantage of some extension,
bt certainly not of such consideration ns to be an
argument against the more essential object of re-
establishing, if possible, the Malay Chiefships on
defined terms, that is to say, subject to the payment
of o fixed sum, to be guarantesd by us, and no other
mark of homage or subjection.

In respect to Kedah, it may be observed that we
have pursued towards it rather a middle course, we have
not supported the King in possession of his Country, but
wa have afforded to him protection and support by a
residence on the Island. The proximity to his King-
dom, the hopes still entertained by all the Malay
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Inhabitants of his ultimate restoration, tend to keep
up constant feelings of nnimosity, encourage partial
and unavailing opposition to the existing Government,
and bring upon us as the protectors of the exiled King,
the odinm of encouraging them ; there e handly
be a question that the feelings o generated have led
to the distrust evinced by the Rajah of Ligore in his
communications. We are bound to do onr utmost for
the restoration of the King, but if we fail, it may
remain for consideration, whether the vesidence of the
King should not be fixed at a great distance from hi®
ancient dominions.

Pernk being South of Kedah, the removal of the
Siamese is alike important. With Kedah hetween
them it is not likely the Siamese conld maintain them-
sélves at Perak, their withdeawal may therefore be
also a subject of negociation.  In respect to Salangore,
a8 the Sinmese of Ligore are not in possession, it may
be enough for us to act at once, and by a Treaty with
the Rajah debar the Siamese from any attempt on that
State, I concur in opinion with Captain Burney, that
the Conquest of Kedah, and the extension of Conquest
to the South are rather objects of the Rajah than of
the Court of Siam, and that the general advantages
to be derived by that State in other quarters, may be
made to ontweigh the more inimediate views of the
subordinate Chief, It is not likely that under existing
circnmstances, the opposition of the Authorities at
Malacea to the views of Ligore would be noticed by
the Court of Sinm. It must he our endeavour,
however, to keep on friendly terms with Ligore, 50 as
to avoid the alternative of making him our Enemy,

and raising an influence against us, pending the
negociation,

The deputation of our accredited Agent to Sinm
being determined on, the only question which remains
for consideration is the most convenient routs, Unless
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it be deemed advisable with reference to other general
objects, that the deputation should proceed from the
fmmediate Seat of War, it appears to me that the offer
and services of the Chief of Phungah shounld be
made use of. The Chief of Phungah, or properly
speaking of Salang (Junk Ceylon)has a great interest
at stake in the suceess of the British Arms, That Island
and all the neighbouring Continent has long been kept
in a state of constant alarm from the Burmahs, so as
to have entirely prevented the settling of Inhabitants
there, and no advantage has hitherto resnlted fram its
occnpation.  The successes of the Dritish Arms on the
(‘oast of Tenasserim, and the interposition of a British
Force at Mergui afford him a degree of security never
hefore enjoyed.  As regands the occupation of Mergui
and Tavoy by the British as Military Posts, with a
sufficient boundary, we have already stated our opinion
of the ndvantages, Political and Commercial, to he
derived from such occupation. The cession of the
vest of the Coast to the Siamese mny be tendered ns
the equivalent for the attainment of the main object
in this quarter. As a communication must be re-
epiveid from Bengal before further steps can be taken ;
it appears to me most advisahle that Captain Burney
shonld proceed thither himself, to lay befora the
Supreme Government the valuable information he has
procured, aud be guided by the further Instroctions
he may receive.

(Signed) R, FULLERTON.
T 1 April 1325
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MINUTE by MR. GLUBLEY.

L quite agree with the Honomble te President,
that nothing further which this Government i
attempt, in the way of negocintion with the-Siamese
Chieftains, can be effsctual to the attainment of any
public objects which we may desive to promote, and
that a direct communication with the Court of Siam,
offers the only prospect of suooesstul realization. The
President in his presont and former Minates has vory
Justly viewed the interests which this Governuwent
must be desirous of establishing,  Thae restoration of
the Malay Government appears to be a smatter of
primary importance, and a guarantes for their futurs
support must be equally essentin.

Such objects can only now, 1 fear, be realized
through negociation with Sinm, and political cirenms-
tances at present connected with gur ocetpation of the
former Possessions of Siam on the Coast of Tennsserim,
seem to promise the best means of raalizing them.
I am disposed however to think that a great deal too
much stress is laid on the supposad influence of the
Chief of Poongah, at his Master's Conet, He may
viunt, a8 all these petty Chiefs will do, the consn.
quence they are inclined to assume, and exagoorited
representations and fallneious promises may only lead
to ultimate delusion, and to the defeat perhaps of the
best and most reasonabls expectations,

(Signed) W. A. CLUBLEY,
7 April 1825,

ORDERED that Copies of the above Minutes
ba forwarded to the Right Honorable the Governor
General in Couneil, with the fallm\*ing lettar, enclosing
Captain Burney’s former and present Reports, and
that Captain Burney be directed to proceed to

Bengal to receive further instructions from  the
Supreme Government,
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TetheGovernor T() THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL.

Ganaral In
Council 7 April
1825.

® Seco Yol. B0.

==
No. 359,
To
The Right Honorable
Willinm Pitt Lord Amherst
Governor General in Couneil
Fort William.

My Lord, z

Adverting to our Dispatch to your Lovdship in
Council under date the 18 January last,® we have
now the honor to forwand for your information,
the Reports that our Political Agent, Captain Burney,
has luid before us, both on his first Mission to Kedal
and those he has dewn up after visiting the Coast
between this Island and Poongab, and communicating
with the Son and officers of the Chief of Ligore, and
with the Chief of Salang and other Siamess Officers
on the Isthmus of Kraw.

We have also the honor to forwand a Minute that
onr President has this day recorded in Council, detail-
ing the conelusions to which he has arrived atter an
attentive perusal of Captain Burney's Reports.

Concurring with our President that no further
mensures can be adopted by this Government until
apprizad of the views and sentiments to which the
present state of the War, and the additional facts
brought before yonm, may incline your Lordship in
Conneil, we have deemed it advisable to direct Captn.
Burney to proceed himself to Bengal by the present
opportunity, in order to receive such  immediate
instructions as the valuable information which he has
procured, and his perfect acquaintance with the meneral
motives and views of this Government may induce
your Lordship in Council to give to that Officer.

We have &e. &e.
(Signed) R. FULLERTON
Fort Cornwallis W. A. CLUBLEY
The 7 April 1825, R. IBBETSON
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FORT CORNWALLIS. The 7: April 1825.

LIEUTENANT LOW at TAVOY,

To
The Secretary to Government

Prince of Wales lsland,
Bir,
I have the honor to report for the information of
the Honorable the Governor in Conncil, that since my
lnst letter to your address, which was dispatched hy
the Brig Minerva, Captain Wyatt, Commander, 1 have

suiceeeded in penetrating to the Siawese frontier.

When sofficient leisnre admits, T will have the
pleasure of transmitting to the Government a Plan and
detail of the route pursned by me. It is that one
which has been marked out in my Map of Siam as the
most eligible in proceeding from Tavoy to Bankok.
It has been termed o Military Road, but its present
impracticability to Troops, requiring a train of artillory
and numerons Stores may be judged of from the ejr-
cimstance that although provided with an Elephant
and a Horse, 1 was forced to send hotly back to Tavay
when only five miles distant from it. and to perform
the rest of the Jonrney of twelve days * entirely on foot,

while Men carriad tlhe Camp Equipage and Bagyage.

The route beyond the above distance lies neross a
rugged and mountainons Country, covered in most
parts with n dense forest.  From the end of the first
stage to the frontier, thers is not o village or the least
sign of population, and from the path having been
little frequented for several years, the natural obstacles

to a traveller's progress have heen increased,

The Pass into the Siamess Dominions ljes on the
summit of a Mountain called Naye daung which I
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caleulated to be about 3000 fest at least above the
level of the Sea—from this commanding spot I was
gratified by an extensive view of the surronnding
Country.

Hers the mutual Boundary of the Siamese and
Tavoyan Territories is marked by two loose piles of
Stones, sixty yards asunder. Betwixt these 1 had the
honor to plant the British Flag, and to salute it with
three Vollies of Musketry from a Party of one Havildar,
one Naick, and seven Sepoys of the Prince of Walas
[sland Local Corps who escorted me. The Flag was
then hauled down, and a common one substituted.

Having been disappointed in not meeting with
nuy Siamese either on the route or at this place, anul
considering that it would be improdent to gratify
further euriosity at the risk of exciting the watchful
jenlonsy and suspicious temper of that people, 1
abstainad from advaneing into their Country. That
they might, however, know that a British Officer had
heen there, and had ascertained the line of their
feontier, 1 wrote o short Memorandum in the Siamese
langunge to that effect. This was Jeft sealed up in i
hattle, and I learned after my return that it had been
found and carried off by some Sinmese scouts. The
lotters B. E. 1. €. were also engraved in the best
manner that the rode implements at hand would admit
of upon a stone which was buried on the Tavoy sitles

A Copy of the Memorandum is herewith enclosed.

The Siamese have not any Military Post of im-
portance within thicty Miles of the Naye Daung Pass.
Their nearest stations to it are therefora nearly one
hundred Miles from Tavoy. 1t appears to to me that
‘they will not advance a Post nearer to, or infringe the
boundary. Their present conduct is certainly of
afriendly complexion, although backed by no direct
acts in favor of our arms agninst Ava,
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During my journey I discovered a copious foun
tain of Mineral Water, having a temperature of 144°
Fahrenheit. It is my intention to send some of this
water, together with specimens of the strata throngh
which it flows, to the Asiatiec Society of Caleutta.

I had an opportunity of visting the Tin Mines
Iving four Miles off the direct Road, in the midst of
a deep Forest, These will be described hereafter,

Several days after wy return to Tavoyr | made
another journey on foot to the Southward and East-
ward.  Lieutenant Sherman of the 3d. M. N, Infantry
at my request, favored me with his Company.,  Having
reached a point abeut forty Miles south from Tavoy,
and about thirty inland, we dropped down a river to
the Sea, and =ailed up to Tavoy. The groatest part of
the ronte lies throngh a diversifis]l and hilly, but
cultivated Country, The Villages are beginning to be
repeapled. and the effects of British Giovernmant,
although that has not ns yet baen fully secured to
them. are apparent in the daily influx of Cultivators,
and the cheerfulness expressed in their countengness.
The Tavoyers seem to me to be a people whe might be
moulded with ease to the best purposes of Sociaty.

I have just received a confidential communication
from Colonel Swmith, soliciting and urging me  if
possible to meet him speedily at Martaban, where the
proximity of a Siamese Army (nvowedly by them
stationed there to be ready in cace their aid shall
be reyuired against the Burmnns ) induces him to
suppose that he will, in his Situation as Commanding
the Southern Provinees have important  conferences
with its Chiels,

™ - . -
I have &e &,
( Signed ) JAMES LOW —Lieut,
Agent for I, W, Island Govt,
TAVOY
16 March 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 7 April 1825,

COPY of o PAPER left on NAYE DAUNG
MOUNTAIN.

Be it known that Lieutenant Low, a British
Officer, having reached this place Naye Daung, regrets
that he has not met with any Officer of the Siamese
Government with whom he might have had an amicable
conference,

Lieutenant Low has happily ascertained this long
acknowledged mutual bonndary between the Siamese
anil Tavoyvers, which latter people are now British
Subjects, The boundary being thus so distinctly de-
fined and known, mntual misunderstandings will be
obviated, and the terms of amity hitherto happily
existing betwixt the British and Siamese will be pre-
served unbroken. .

Lieutt. Low has this day hoisted the British Flag
on Naye Daung on the Tavoy side, and has saluted it
with Musketry. The Siamese already know that Tavoy
has become o British Possession.

( Signed ) JAMES LOW-—Lieutt.

( Dated ) NAYE DAUNG
20 February 1825,

A True Copy
( Signed ) JAMES LOW —Lieutt.
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FORT CORNWALLIS—The 21 Apsil 1825,

DRAFT, by Captain H, Burney, Political Agent to the
Siamese States

of a letter from the Honorable the Governor of Princa
of Wales Island to the Pya of Salang,

The Governor of Prince of Wales lsland has re-
ceived the letter which the Pya of Snlang transmitted
to him by Captain Burney, and he is most happy to
find that the Pya of Salang and the Prahs of Tuecotong
and Tuaecopa  have fally understood the satisfactory
information which Captain Burney was deputed to
communicate to them. The Gaovernor of Prinee of
Wales Island returns the Pya of Salang his condial
acknowledgements for the kind nnd truly hospitable
manner in which he recsived and treated Captain
Burney, who has returned full of the praises of the Pya
of Salang and all his Officers,

Ag the letter from the Right Honorable the
Governor Gieneral, respecting a Mission to Siam has
not yet arvived, the Governor of Prines of Wales
Island has sent Captain Burnoy himself to Bengal, for
the purpose of fully detailing there the friendly con-

duct of the Pya of Salang, and of receiving  withont

any delay, such further orders, as the Right Honorable
the Governor General may give Captain Burney, nfter
hearing the pleasing acconnts which that Officer will
communicate to His Lordship respecting Pungah, and
everybody under the Pya of Salang's authority,

It is evident to the Governor of Prince of Wales

Island, that the Pya of Balang is & wise and liberal

Chief, worthy of the high situation which e fills under

the great King of Siam, and the Giovernor of Pri

rinee
of Wales Island réquests to transmit to the Pya of
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Salang, by the present opportunity, as tokens of the
friendship with which the Pya has inspired the
Governor 2 large Sugar Jars, 2 Pair large Chrystal
Decanters, 2 do. small Decanters, 2 Water Crofte, 6
Chrystal Cups, and 1 Gold Chain.

If thers is any wmatter in which the Governor of
Prinee of Wales Lslaud can render himself serviceabla
to the Pya of Salang, now or Liereafter, the Governor
trusts the Pya will not omit to apprize him thereof
without hesitation.

The Governor of Prince of Wales Island hopes
that P'mngah and Penang will now be much better
lenown to each other, and that a lasting friendship and
profitable teade will now be continued between them.
Every person coming to Penang from Salang, Pungah,
Tuecatong and Tuecopa, as well as every other subject
of Siam, may be henceforth always confident of receiv-
ing every assistance and protection from the Governor
of Prince of Wales Island.

(Signed) R. FULLERTON.
Penang, 9th April 1835,
Translated by
(=2d1.) JOHN ANDERSON

Malny Transr. to Govt.
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DRAFT

of a letter to the King of Saiangore from the Malay
Translator to Government.

I am directed by the Honble, the Governor of
Pulo Penang to acquaint my friend in reply to his
letter requesting some Pice, to inform him that at
present that Coin is very scarce at this Island ; and 1
am desired to assure my friend, at the same time, that
the Honomble the Governor wonld haye had wmuach
satisfaction in complying with my friend’s wishes in
this respeet, had it been in his power,

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt,

Penany
the 13 April 1525,
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771
To the RAJAH of LIGOR'S SON at QUEDAH.

Diraft )
of a letter from the Malay Translator to Government
to the Son of the Rajah of Ligore at Quedal.

I am divected by the Honble. the Governor of
Pulo Penang to acquaint your Highuess, that it is
currently veported at this Settlement, an Order has
lately been issued at Quedals, strictly prohibiting the
ixport of Grain. The Honorable the Governor has
been much astonished to hear this report, and consi-
dering the friendly relations subsisting between Pulo
Penang and Quedah, together with the amicable pro-
fessions of your Highness, and the Chow Pra of Ligore,
of a desire to cultivate the good will of the British
Government, the Honorable the Governor is rather
disposed to discradit the report.

He directs me, however, to inform your High-
ness, that if such be the case he expeets that the
restriction will be immediately withdrawn, and that
your Highness will permit the free export of Grain
nnd other Provisions from the several Ports of Quedah,
as heretofore, by which yon will evinee the sincerity
of your professed friendly disposition towardls this
Government, and give an earnest of your desire to
eultivate a good understanding and promote the Com-
mereial interconrse between Quedah aud Pulo Penang.

In communicating the report which prevails here,
and requiring from your Highness an explanation of a
proceeding apparently so inconsistent with the exiat-
ing relations between the two States, I am desired to
remind your Highness of the frequent complaints of
acts of Piracy which you have preferred, in the sup-
pression of which this Government has always testified
the most prompt and anxious desire to co-operate, at the
same time to point out to your Highness, that any
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restrictions, such as thoze now adverted tis
to enconrage Piracy, by throwing the nu

traders out of employ, and preventing them nhtmnng :

an hounest livelihood, by bringing Grain to this
Island.

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr. to Govt.

Mennng
the 20 Apml 1825,
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 26 Apeil 1825.
Records,
Stralts Settie- — C = = T
ments, Vol 100,
pp. 1168-9.

To the sonof the T the Son of the RAJAH of LIGORE at KEDAH
Rajah of Ligore
at Kedah
22 April 1IB25.

Diaft

of a letter from the Malay Translator to Government
to the Son of the Rajah of Ligore at Kedah.

1 am directed by the Honorable the Governor of
Pulo Penang to address your Highness upon the sub-
ject of a recent attack upon some trading Prows from
this place by a fleet of Siamese Boats, and to request
that you will take measures for repressing such dis-
turbances in future, and the prevention of simila®
hostile proceedings. The circumstances ave as follow :
about 3 months ago two Prows, the one having a crew
of 10 and the other of 7 men, belonging to Malayan
Inhabitants of this Island, proeceded on a voynge to
the Islands to the Northward, to collect Birds nests.
Having collected a small guantity, they went into s
small Bay on the main called Teluk Bugis, near Junk
Ceylon for water about 20 days ago, when they wers
attacked by five Siamese Prows, which withont
hailing, or making any enquiries commenced firing
upon them ; they fled and were pursued—the small
Malay Prow was sunk, the two Nakodas and one of
the Crew were killed and two more of the Urew
wounded in the action. The largest Prow has relorned
into this harbour, amd Depesitions have been made to
the above effect by the Crew.

The Honorable the Governor of PMulo Penang
trusts that your Highness will cause some enquiries to
be instituted into this affair, and that there will be no
recarrence of such an act of hostility against subjects
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A similar Letter aiddressed to-
THE PYA OF PUNGAH.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 3 May 1825.

AT A SPECIAL COUNCIL—Present
THE HONORABLE ROBERT FULLERTON
Governor President
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG CLUBLEY Esquire
amd

ROBERT IBBETSON Esquire.

APPROVED THE PROCEEDINGS of the 26th Ultimo.

Minute by theo
Prosidant 20
April 18285,

PUBLIC.

IN CONSEQUEXNCE of the intelligence which
lias Lieen received at this Settlement within the last few
days of the advanced state of preparation of an exten-
give Armament by the Rajah of Ligore at Traing and
the Ports to the Northward, this special Couneil was
enlled, for the purpose of considering the expediency
of adopting further measures of precaution for gnard-
ing against any sudden attack, and for tranquillizing
the alarms of the Native Community of the Island.

THE following Minute by the Honorable the
PPresident with Deafts of two letters to the Rajah of
Ligore is reconled.

MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT.

M, Maingy is already acquainted with the various
rumonrs prevailing respecting the ontfit of an arma-
ment at Traang, Setool, Quedah &e. by the Rajah of
Ligore, these rumonrs have now attained such o
degres of credit as to require immediate precautionary
mensures.  The object of the armament is understood
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to be an attack on Perak and Salengore, Our inha-
bitants are not without some degree of alarm in
respect to their own safety particularly thoss
in Wellesley Province. In respect to Perak anl
Salengore we stand thns. We have mnow taken
possession of Malacea—both these States were in
allisnce with the Dutch of Malacea, in fact consi-
dered as Dependencies, The Dutch had a factory ab
Perak previous to the late negotiations. The Duteh
had intimated the intention of renewing the ancient
connections with those States, Anticipating probably
that the cession of Malaces wonld be the result of the
negotiations, they have abstained from the express
renewnl of the Treaties, one of which stipulates for
the defence of the Countries ; so long as these Treatics
were in force, they formed o barrier against the exten-
gion of Sinmese conqguests to the Southern parts

the Peninsula. The Dutch having now withdrawn
and the British taken their place—it becomes a ques-
tion how far it mny be deemed good poliey to renew
with the States of Perak and Balengore those relations
in which they formerly stood with the Dutch as the
means of preventing the Sinmese authorities of Ligora
from extending their dominions in that direction,
placing themselves in contact with us down even to
Johors and Singapore and entirely shutting us out
from the wvaluable Tin Trade of the Interior which
might otherwise flow entirely into our Eastern Settle-
ments of Penang, Malacea and Singapore:  The Ques-
tion has been submitted to the Supreme Government
and it is highly necessary to prevent, if possible, but
without nctual hostilities, the subjugation of those
States by the Hajah of Ligore before we know the deter-
mination of the Supreme Government. Captain Burney
having proceeded to Bengal to communicate to the
Supreme Government the result of the late Mission
and receive final instructions, it becomes necessary
that some other person should be deputed to make the
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communications now requived, and Mr. Maingy liag
been selected for that purpose. The first object mnst
bhe to ascertain, whether the Armament alluded to is
in that stage of preparation vepresented. If it should
be found not to be o, the visit to the Rajah must be
entirely complimentary. It must be represented that
Mr, Maingy has come to meet the Rajal, in consequence
of the intimation given, and the absence of Captain
Burney preventing his attendance. Me. Maingy will
in that case confine himself to gensral professions, to
a repetition of all that has been nrged by Captain
Barney, the necessity of avoiding every measuras
ealeulated to disturb the harmony subsisting [hetween |
the two States, and repesting that an attack on
Salangore wonld probably produce that effeet.  Shoulid
Mr. Maingy however find that an immedinte expedi-
tion against Salangore is in process, he will then
deliver the letter No, 2 and intimate that the Armament
will mot be allowed to pass near or within the Island,
and it will become necessary to gnand onrselves and
save our population [from] the terror and alarm and
consequent  confusion which must result from =o
near an approach of such an Armament to this Island
or Province Wellesley,

The Brig Jessy will be placed ander the onders of
Mr. Maingy, also the Armed Boat and the Commerce,
if she should return in time. These Vessels should
vcontinue to crnizo off Trafing &e. 1t mny be hoped
that their appearance will prevent the Armament from
satling, but if such shoulid not be the case, these vessils
mnst accompany the armament and keep hetween them
and the lsland, not allowing them to come near the
channel between us and the Main land, or approaching
within ten Miles of any part of the Island., Although
I cansider it advisable to discourage by every possible
means the projected attack on Salangore and to retand
its completion by every means short of actual hostilities
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we are authorized to oppose actual force against
its execntion. !

|  (Signed) R FULLERTON.

. 20th April 1825, ”




To the Rajah
of Ligorae
20 Aprill 1825,
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To the RAJAH of LIGORE.
Diraft

of a letter from the Honorable the Governor of Pulo
Penang to the Rajah of Ligore,

1 duly received your Highness's letter of the 3d
Rajop, brought by Captain Barney’s Messenger, China
Achong, and as the period fixed for your Highness's
coming down to Kedah, has now elapzed, I have de-
puted Mr. Maingy, of the Honorabls Company’s Civil
Service on this Establishment, as my Confidential
Envoy to communicate fully with your Highness and
to consult with you on several important subjects, for
which purpose Captain Burney was lately sent to
Kedah and Traang. That officer having however,
proceeded to Bengal, for a short time, for the purpose
of receiving instructions from the Right Honorable
the Governor General, renders it necessary for me
to depute another Agent, lest your Highness should
be disappointed in the expected Meeting, to which
you have professed so ready an inclination. I am the
more induced to expedite Mr, Maingy's departure as
I have heard that your Highness has come across and
been for some weeks past in the neighbourhood of
Traang, st which place it will be equally convenient
to Mr. Maingy to meet you as at Kedah, and he has
been accordingly directed to proceed direct to that
port.

Having long evinced a disposition to cultivate o
gordinl understanding with your Highness and to pre-
gorvo those relations of friendship now happily subsist-
ing between the Siamese and English unimpaired, by
the frequent deputation of confidential Officers of this
Government ns a return for your Highness's frequent
deputations of confidentinl Officers to myself and my
predecessor in this Government, 1 have only to request
that your Highness will receive Mr. Maingy with
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‘with full powers,

Mr. Maingy will deliver some presents laqu
‘B!E.*’#mﬂ!%?wﬂfmr_wrﬂ-
(Signed) R, FULLERTON

~ The 20 April 1825,

(Signed) J. ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.




To The Rajah
of Ligore
28 April 1825,
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To the RAJAH of LIGORE.

Letter

from the Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire Gov-
ernor of Pulo Penang to the Rajah of Ligore.

It is my duty to acquaint your Highness that the
report of your Hostile intentions against the indepen-
dent Malayan State ot Salengore and your extensive
armaments equipping at Tradng, Sitool and other
places to the Northward are daily becoming more
yotorious, and there seems to be now no room left to
question the truth of them, notwithstanding your
frequent professions of pacific intentions and offs
repeated expressions of yonr anxiety that 1 should nob
wive credence to any rumours at variance with such
prafessions.

I have alveady more than onece addressed your
Highness npon this subject but have not lately
received replies to my communications, nor did my
Agent, Captain Burney, succead in cbtaining an in-
terview with yon, by which means you would have
mined a complete knowledge of the intentions of the
British Government in several important matters.

It now becomes my duty to remind yon Highness
that the Settlement of Mnlacea has been taken pos-
session of by virtue of a treaty with the Dutch Govern-
ment, by which that Nation ceded all its possessions
and privileges acquired by Treaty with Native States
on the Peninzuln of Malacen, The Duteh Government
as well as the British have long been on friendly
terms with the States of Perak and Salengore, espe-
cially the close vicinity of Salengore to our present
Settlement of Malaces and long intimate connexion
with that State naturally disposed the Government
to prevent any hostile attepts against it by any
other power, and as there is every reason to infer
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that the Supreme British Authorities in Bengal will
uphold the existing treaties with the Malayan States
to the Southward, I am bound once more to caution
your Highness against proceeding to carry your threats
into effect, of subjugating Salengore.

That State is not, nor has ever been in the remotast
degree, connected with the Siamese Dominions, and 1
am in daily expectation of important intelligence
from Bengal npon the subject.

Should your Highness disregard this caution and
remonstrance, the result may possibly be a very serious
misunderstanding between the Siamese and English.
I therefore with an anxious desire to preserve a good
understanding with the Siamese Nation, and yourself,
consistently with the dignity of the high power of
which T am here a local representative, eall upon your
Highness to abstain from the prosecution of such
hostile measnres, which cannot reflect any oredit npon
yourself or the power you represent and may and most
probably will involve yom in much trouble and
difficulty.

The bearer of this letter is Mr. Maingy, a Senior
Civil Servant on this Bstablishment, to whom I have
fully explained my wishes. 1f your Highness will
grant that Gentleman an interview I have no daukt
he will be able to dissnade your Highness from an
enterprize 20 obnoxious to the British Government and
likely to prove so injurious to yourself. 1 trust
therefore, that Mr. Maingy may be received with
respect and confidence as the Agent of the British
Government and my confidential Envoy.

(Signed) R. FULLERTON
Governor,
Penang 28 April 1825,
(Signed) J. ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.
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THE SECRETARY reports that in conformity
to the above Minute, the following Instructions were
circulated for the approval of the Members of the

Board, and addressed to the Superintendent of Point
Wellesley.

To
A. D. MAINGY Esquire

Superintendent of Point Welleslay.
Sir,

I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in
Council to acquaint you that relying upon your expe-
rience, ability and discretion, he has been pleased to
entrust to your management n service of a peculiar
delicate and important nature.

2. You are already fully aequainted with the

various rumours prevailing respecting the ontfit of an
extensive Armament at Traang, Setool, Kedah and
other ports to the Northwand, by the Rajah of Ligore.
These rumours have mow attnined such a degree of
credit as to require immediate preenutionary measures,

3. The object of these extensive preparations,
as you are also aware, is understood to be an attack on
Perak and Salangore, and the inhabitants of this
island, as well as those on Wg]leale}' Provinee,
particularly the last, are in a considerable degree of
alarm in respect to their own safety.

4. In respect to Pernk snd Salongora 1 am
directed to submit for your guidance the view which
this Government has taken of the policy which ought
to be pursued at the present crisis, and pending
further instructions from the Right Honorable the
Governor General in Council.

5, The British Government has now teken
possession of Malacea, with which Settlement, durin g



[ 9] !

the Dutch Administiation, the States of Perak and
Salengore were in close Alliance, in fact they were
considered as dependencies of Mulacen, The Dutch
formerly had a factory at Perak, and intimated their
intention of renewing the ancient connexions with
hoth the States in question; anticipating however,
most probably the cession of Malncea, they abstained
from the express renewal of the treaties, one of which
stipulated for the defence of these Conntries.

6. So long as these treaties were in force, they
formed a barrier against the extension of Siamess con-
yuests to the Southern parts of the Peninsula. The
Dutch having now withdmwn and the British taken
their place, it becomes necessary to consider how far it
may be deemed good policy to renew, with the States
of Perak and Salengore, those relations in which they
formerly stood with the Dutch, as the means of
preventing the Sinmese Authorities of Ligore from
extending their dominions in that direction, placing
themselves in contact with us down even to Johor and
Singapora and entirely shutting us out from the
valuahle Tin trade of the interior, which might other-
wise flow entirely into onr Eastern Settlements of
Penang, Malacea and Singapore,

7. This important question has been submitted to
the Supreme Government and it is highly necessry
to prevent, if possible, but swithout actual hostilities,
the subjugation of these States by the Rajah of Ligore,
before the determination of the Supreme Government
is known. Captain Burney having procesded to Bengal
to communieate to the Supreme Government the result
of the Iate Mission, and to receive final instructions,
it becomes necessary to depute another confidential
Officer to communicate with the Rajah of Ligare at
Kedah or Trafing, if he has arvived at either of thesa
places.

8. Your first object will be to ascertain by the
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most accurate and careful enquiries (avoiding as nmuch
as possible the excitement of any alarm or suspicions)
whether the armament reported to be nearly equipped
and veady for departure, is in that stage of preparation
represented.  If it should be found not to ba so, your
visit to the Rajah of Ligore mmst be understood as
merely complimentary, Yon will then deliver to him
the letter marked No. 1. Yon will reprezent to his
confidential Officers and to himself, if he gives you
an interview, that in consequence of the intimation of
his intention to come to Kedah and the ahsence of
Captain Burney on duty in Bengal preventing his
attendance, yon have been deputed to make his
Highness acquainted with the progress of the War
againzt the Burmahs, to represent the necessity of his
Highness's avoiding every measure calculated to
distorb the harmony subsisting between the two
States, and particularly remind him that an attack on
Salengore would probably produce that effect.

0. Should yon however find that an immediate
expedition agninst Salengore is in progress, you will
then deliver the letter No. 2, and intimats that the
Armament will not be allowed to pass near or within
this Island, and that precautions have bzen taken to
seeure the tranuillity of this Settlement and allay the
apprehensions of the inhabitants in Province Wellesley.

1, To ennble you ko prm.'-'ci.l on the immedinta
exeention gf this duty, orlers have been izsued to tha
Master Attendant to prepars the Honble. Company’s
Brig Jessy for your accommodation. The hired
Schoaners Commeres al John de Briss will also bo
placed under your onders,  You will make such avean-
gements relative to the disposal of the vessels in
keeping a vigilant watch over the movements of the
Siamese fleet, in the neighbourhood of Tradng and
Setool, as you may congider hest.

11. It'may be expected that these demonstro-
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tions will prevent the Armament from sailing, but
should such not be the case, it will be your duty to
isste directions to the Commanders of the Vessels
under your orilers to accompany the Siamese Arma-
ment and keep between them and this Island, not per-
mitting them to come near the channel between this
Island and the main land or to approach within ten
miles of any part of this Island.

12.  Although it is considered by Government to
be extremely advisable to discourage by every possible
means, the projected attack upon Salengore, and to re-
tard its completion by every means short of actual
hostilities, pending reference to Bengal, vet it is not
intended that actual force should at present be opposed
against its execution.

13. Yon will put yourself in communication
with the Malay Translator who will furnish you with
the necessary letters and credentials and consult with
him generally upon the objects of your Mission, The
Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased also to
direct that von shall have free access to the documents
in the Secretary’s Office, bearing upon this question,
and [ am particularly desired to refer yvou to the in-
structions to Captain Burney, and his late reports.

14, 1 am desired to add, that orders will e
issued to the Storekeeper o furnish the necessary
provisions and supplies upon your Indent and to th:;
Master Attendant to afford you every assistance in
equipping the vessel,

15. You will submit a Bill for such advance of
Money as may be necessary and prepare Indents for
such Military Stores as may, in your judgment, be
essentinl for the protection of the Vessel,

16. As there is o scarcity of dizposable Troops
for foreign sevvice, the Honorable the Governor in
Coungil would prefer that you engage n small party of
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able bodied Malays from Province Welleslay, for whom
you may cause an uniform to be made up for the occa-
sion and they will be provided with Musquets from
the Arsenal upon your Indent. The Honorable the
Governor in Council is of opinion that a party of 12
or 15 such Men would suffice for the present duty.

17. You are authorized also to engage such Inter-
preters and other Attendants as may be necessary and
you will purchase some Articles of British Manufacture,
as presents to the Chiefs, in the event of circumstances
admitting of the delivery of letter No. 1.

18. In conclusion I am directed to impress upon
you the mecessity of the greatest circumspection in
the conduct of this Mission, which, if executed as the
Honorable the Governor in Council has every just
reason to expect it will be, cannot fail to be beneficial
to the interests of this Settlement and gain you the
approbation of your employers.

I am &e.
(Signed) J. ANDERSON
Actg. Secry. to Govt.

Fort Cornwallis
The 29 April 1825.

The necessary Orders for giving effect to these
arrangements were also issued to the several Depart~
ments, and the following letter addressed to the
Master Attendant.



To the Master

2 May 1825.
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To
C. W. H. WRIGHT Esquire
Master Attendant.

Sir,

I am directed by the Honorable tha Governor in
Council to desire that you will prepare the Honorable
Company’s Brig Jessy, without delay, to convey Mr.
Maingy upon a special Mizsion to the Northward, and
to desire that you will afford that Gentleman every
possible assistance from your Department, in order
that he may gnit the harbour, if possible, on Thursday
Morning the Sth Instant.

I am &ea.

(Signed) 4. ANDERSON,
Actg., Secry, to Govis

Fort Cornwalliz
The 2: May 1825.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 3 May 1825.

To,
THE HONORABLE

ROBERT FULLERTON Esquire
Governor &e. &e. &e.

Honorable Sir,

I deem it my duty to acquaint you that the reports
of the extensive armaments by the Siamese at Traing,
Hetool, Lingon, Kedah and the other ports to the
Northward, are daily becoming more numerons, and

the alarms of the Native population of this lsland

greatly inereasing.

2. 1 have examined several persons who have

arrived here during the few last days, from some of
these places, and have particularly interrogated them.
Their statemenis appear very consistent and circom-
stantinl in several particalars:

3. One Man, the Commander of & small prow,
who arvived here on the 50 : Ultimo stated that he
left. Purlis on the 28th and that thers was there lying
near the village of Kangar, 30 Prows of the burthen of
from 3% to 6 Coyans.  They - were fitted]l with steomge
hreastwork for the reception of Guans il were to pro—
ceeil in o few days for Kontanni some distance ap the
Tradng viver, which iz the general vendezvons of the
Sinmese flect and wheee these hoats werv to take in
their puns,

+. My informant mentions that the Siamese
were pressing all the adult Malsys into their Serviee,
and that each boat was to be mannsd with an aqgual
proportion of Siamese and Malays, He reports that
there are G0 similar peahns at Setool and upwands
of 100 still larger at Kontanni, that they will mount



[ 9% ]

from 2 to 4 guns each and that most of the boats
have a double set of oars. The largest will contain
from 40 to 50 men each,

5. The same person reports that the Rajah of
Ligore has lately arrived at Trafing (this however
he only heard mentioned) that it is publicly given
out—the Armament is destined for Salengore ; that it
is intended to quit upon the change of the Moon,
that they have fixed upon a lucky day for their
departure, that he has heard from the Women living
under the protection of the Siamese, that the Rajah of
Ligore is determined to have the Rajah of Kedah dead
or alive, that they have often demanded him and this
Government has refused to give him up, that the
Armament is destined to attack Penang in a dark
night, that the intended landing place is Pulo Teccoos
bay, that the houses are to be set on fire and the white
population put to death ; that there are many Chinese
on the Island in leagne with them and expected to
join them; that the Rajah of Ligore has Agents in
disguise here, who give him regalar information, ( the
name of one principal Agent he mentioned ) that the
Sinmese have plans of the Town and know the exnck
strength of our force, that the Rajah of Ligore, in fact
possesses the best intelligence of all that is going on.

6. He states also, that he is confident if due
precautions arve taken, [and] the Rajah of Ligore hears
that we are upon our guard he will hesitate in making
an attack, that he iz only looking out for n favorable
opportunity, when he thinks we have no apprehensions
and are not upon the alert,

7. This man states that he is in no way connected
with the Rajah of Kedah, that he has not seen him
since his arrival here nor had any communication with
any of his people. He professed a readiness to depose
to the truth of the above statement, upon cath,
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8. Several other persons corroborate this state-
ment in several particulars. and all agree that there
is o very large assemblage of vessels and men in many
of the rivers to the Northward, that it is contrary to
the practice of the Siamese to give out publicly their
intention of attacking any particular place.

0. So many reports have been received upon this
subject and so much already recorded that 1 was
reluctant to submit the substance of two letters which
wera put into my hands some days ago.  One is from
the brother of a Malay man residing on the opposite
shore. The writer of the letter is in the employ of the
Siamese, in rather a confidential situation in Setool.
The person from whom I procured these letters, with
gome reluctance, made o atipnlnt'iun that they should
not go out of my hands, as his relatives would instantly
be put to death, if it were known that he had com-
municated their contents to me. The substance of
of these, I have already had the honor of communicat-
ing verbally to you.

10. The first is as follows: The writer was at
Setool. He states that the Malays old and young
were forced into the Siamese Service, that all was
confusion, he urges his relative to prepare his prow
and lannch ler, in order that the females of his family
and children might escape in case of need ; he recom-
mends him to move over to George Town during the
present month, fo take cave of his property and provide
himself with everything necessary, He says * You
must not go anywhere who knows if the Siamese may
not come.” He adds that there arve at Setool and
Lingaes n hundred pralins in the water, and he con-
cludes, ** 1 cammot go to my house day or night ; 1 am
< constantly employed upon the Sinmese Boats ; they
“ give out that they are going to Salengore, and are
* using great expedition.”
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11. The other lettar is from another person whosa
name I possess, He says that when he arrived at
Setool, the Siamese were very busy preparing their
prows, that they put many questions to him relative
to Penang. He states that he had been ovlersd to
Ligore and adds “ be upon your guand ; better get your
* boat ready ; if trouble comes, then is no time to
** congider ; do yon, my father and Brother invoke the
* Almighty. 1 shall retuen to you soon.”  He requests
some clonthes to be sent to him. The other parts of
of the letters relate to family matters, The originals
are in my possession, and bear all the marks of
authenticity and of not being fabricated for the
purpose of deception.

12, 'While submitting this information for your
consideration and expressing my conviction, from a
very deliberate consideration of all the rumours now
afloat and a careful enquiry into all the reports in
circulation, it is proper at the same time to remark that
many exaggerated and sometimes unfounded reports
have been propagated here, there is reason to believe,
by the friends and adherents of the Rajah of Kedah,

13. It must be recollected, however, that the
Armament reported to be in such an advanced state of
preparation has been equipping during the last 3 years
and it has been clearly ascertained by the Envoys sent
from hence and other good sources of informat ion,
that there is a large assemblage of prows and men.

14. The Siamsse have lately made no secret of
their intentions of attacking Salengore. The warnings
of this Government to the Rajah of Ligore seem to have
had the effect only of causing him to redouble his
exertions to carry his schemes into effect.  While he
was professing the most pacific intentions ; while his
Envoys were here, pretending to negociate for the

return of the Rajsh of Kedah, a force was marching

across to attack Perak, which is now in thejr possession,
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15. The Rajah of Ligore is not ignorant that a
much emaller force than he has equipped would fully
suffice to capture Salengore. The expedition which
he sent 8 years ago agninst Perak consisted only of 15
or 20 prahns of a Middling size. It is pretty well
ascertained that his present flast consists of not less
than 300 prahus, large and small,

16. Many respectable natives here firmly believe
that the expedition is destined for this place, and that
a desperate attempt will be made to seize and carry off
the Rajah of Kedah. A general alarm in fact provails
throughout the Island, amongst the Native community.

17. Under all these circumstances, and consi-
dering the very small force at present on this Island,
[ feel it to ba my duty, holding the situation which
I do, in the intelligence department, vespectiully
to lay all these particulars before you, in order that
you may take into consideration the expediency of
adopting every available means of precaution, to
obtain more precise information and to guard against
any possible attack. The knowledgs of such precan-
tions being taken will tend very much to allay the
apprehensions of the Native population and may and
I do think will deter the Rajah of Ligore from any
hostile aggression against this place for the present ;
tho' there is very little doubt he will endeavour to
subjugate the Malay States to the Southward forth-
with.

1 have &e.

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.
Malay Transrs, Office
. W. Island
The 1 May 1825.
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SUPTDT, POINT WELLESLEY.
To,

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government.

Sir,

I deem it my duty to report for the information
of the Honorable the Governor in Couneil, that the
romours which have so long prevailed in Penang, and
on this shore, respecting the ontfit of o formidabls
armament at the different Ports to the Northwand, by
the Rajah of Ligore, ave entirely confirmed by informa-
tion I have lately obtained from persons employed by
me for the purpose of ascerfaining this point, My
Informants are Men of respectability, and I firmly
balieve their communication viz. that 70 large Prahus
carrying each from 2 to 4 Guns, with a Complement
of 40 to 50 Men are collected at Khontannee, ond that
more are daily arriving from Setool and Kedah to
complete this force. There are also & considerable
number of smaller prahus which are merely intended
to convey the Siamese Troops, without being armed.

The attack of Salengore is the ostensible ohjeet of
these preparations, but the Siamese have so confidently
proclaimed their intention of proceeding to Salengore,
a measure so contrary’ to the caution and cunning
followed h:-,* them in conduecting their. mode of wu.rfur;«_
that it becomes a question whether some other attempt
besides the conquest of that place may not be con-
templated by them. The Malays firmly believe that
their intention is to seize and carry away, if possible,

the Bajah of Kedah.
I have &e.
(Signed ) A. D. MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesley.

Wellesley Provinee
The 1 May 1825;
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THE BOARD entirely concurring in the ex-
pediency and propriety of the measures which have
been adopted, and those now proposed by the
President

RESOLVED that the Malay Translator be au-
thorized to engage 150 Malays under respectable
Native Pungalus, to be posted in different parts of the
Island, particularly the Beach between George Town
and Pulo Tescoos, Teluk Kumbo, and the Western
side of the Island, to keep a strict guard at night and
to convey the enrliest information of the appronch of
any assemblage of Prows to mest also at the appointed
place of Rendezeons in case of alarm being given,
where they will recsive Arms and assist in the
defence of the place.
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L]
FORT CORNWALLIS THE 12 May 1825,

MINUTE by the PRESIDENT.

1 beg to lay before the Board all the information
received relative to the Siamese Armament sines our
Inst meeting ; from which it does not appear advisabla
to relax any of the precantionary measures already
taken. The hired Schooner has been dispatched to
Trang and the Neighbouring Ports to watch and report
preparations of the Siamese. The enquiry as to the
supposed communication between the Siamess Chief
of Ligore and certain of the Chinese inhabitants of this
leland has been made over to the Police Department
to which it properly belongs. I propose that all the
information received be sent for the perusal of the
Officer Commanding the Troops.

(Signed) R. FULLERTON

12 May 1825,
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To

The Honorable ROBERT FULLERTON Esquira
Governor &ea. &en, &ca.

Honorable Sir,

I have the honor to acquaint you that a Malay
nian, named Haji, whom I dispatched in a small prow,
ngreeably to your orders about 8 days ago to the
Northwand, for the purpese of collecting intelligence,
returned this morning and reports as follows.

The first place he tonched at was Jerloon, a small
viver a little to the Northward ot Quedah, where lia
was informed that the Rajah of Ligors was preparing
to cvoss over land from Tradng to Quedah and was
expected to arvive on the 1st of Shawal (9 days henee).
At Jerloon, the Sinmese were collecting the Malays,
to convey them to Traing to nssist in manning the
boats.

From Jerloon, where he remained only few hours,
he proceeded to Kwala Puju, another small river to
the Notrthward of Purlis, and the above intelligence was
confirmed. 'Thers also the Sinmese were pressing the
Malays. He saw 15 prows at Kangar which wera
loading rice for Tradny, to sail in a day or two. He
was informed that 15 or 16 had sailed shortly before
for that place.

Haji learnt from a Malay Man at Purlis, namaed
Lebby Nga, that a small boat with 4 Malays and a
Siamese, were dispatched about the time he arrived ab
Purlis with a letter from the Chom Rat Minta or
Chief Siamese there for some Siamess man at this

Island.

From Kuwala Puju he proceeded to Setool, where
the preceding intelligenca of the Rajah of Ligore's
heing at Tradng and expected at Quedah was con-
firmed. As he was entering Sefool viver, he met 7
large prows with Malay crews proceeding to Tradng.
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He observed only one prow remaining at Pangkalan
Batu, the ghaut near which the prows usnall y anchor.
He was told that all the other prows had proceeded
to Tradng ten doys before, about from 20 to 80
in number,

He then went to Lingow, where he also learnt
that the Rajah of Ligore was expected to cross over
from Tradng, there also the Malays were collecting,
He saw only two prows at Lingow, of small size. he wis
informed that a considerable number from that [Hlaace
had gone to Traing.

Haji next went to Tanjony Sitlar some distance on
this side of Tradng viver. He there met with 3
Malays, who wdvised him not to enter the Tradng as
he wonld get into difficulty if he did, they told him
that many Malay prows had been spizad, they reported
that there were between 4 and 500 prows of all siuey
at Khontanni, but Haji thinks this is an exageeration;
He was afraid to proceed on and therefore determined
on returning.,

The people he met at Tradng Sittar acquainted
him that on the 1st of Shawal (i. e five days henes)
the Commander in Chief of the Hust, Nai Tap, the
Rajal of Mardelong, who is also at Tradng, with
Zandaiony, the brother of the Rajah of Ligore, wepa to
eail with the whole fleet collected, for QQuedah, The
Rojah of Ligore was to cross over with Elephants,

The Messenger lieard that there was a very large
force ot Tradng. a sreat number of Siamese had comis
across with the Rajah of Ligore,

OF the fact of the Rajah of Ligora being at
Tradng, there appears now to be no daubt and that o
lnrge lleet of boats is collected for soms innmedinte
hostile enterprize equally certain. Haji reports that
Salengore is their avowerd destination,

1 have &o.
Pinung (Signed) J. ANDERSON
The 10 May 1825, Maloy Transr. to Goyt,
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To
THE HONORABLE .
ROBERT FULLERTON Esquire
Governor &ea. &en. &ea.
Honorable Sir,

Since writing my report of intelligence brought
by the Malay man Haji, this morning, T have met with
a Choalinh Bamboatman of this place, who left Quedah
yestenday evening at 5 o'elock. He was interrogated
'113- the Master Attendant and myself on landing and
reports as follows. Twolarge prows (about 10 or 12
Coyans) well armed and mounting several guns had
left the Quedah river for Traing. There were 10 or 12
more up the river coming down. A large Siamese prow
or Junk arrived yesterday from Traang at Quedah and
was to zail for this Ieland immediately, He has reason
to think there are Envoys and letters. The John de
Brias was seen at or near Trading,.

This person also reports that the Rajah of Ligere
was ab Tradng and was expected at Quedal shortly,
that he had heard theve were upwands of 300 prows at
Traing all new. Salengore was stated to be their
destination, The Sinmese were desirous that the flest
should pass through the channel here.

1t will be in your recollection, Honorable Sir, that
1 some time ago mentioned that a letter might be ex-
pected from the Rajah of Ligore, couched in very civil
terms, reqquesting permission for his fleet to pass the
islandl and mentioning his intention of attacking
Salengore,  This information was obtained from the
man named Che Etam, of whose proceedings I have
already made you acquainted, If such a letter isin
charge of the persons now expected, it may argue well
for the correctness of the information derived from
that person. I have &ea, '

( Signed) JOHN ANDERSON

Pinang Mulay Transr. to Govt.

The 10 May 1825.
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CHE TOAH

&nclosure 3. the principal Chinese Merchant of Pinang. examined
before the Honorable the Governor, at the Secretary’s
Office, on Thursday, the 5 May 1585,

He stated that he rents the farms at Purlis and
other places from the Rajah of Ligore. A Junk be-
longing to him arrived from thence a few days ago.
His Agent wrote to him that the Rajah of Ligore was
at Traang and was expected in a few days at Purlis on
his way to Kedah. There was a large force at Traang,
he was informed by his people who lately arrived,

- upwards of 300 boats, some of them larger than our 3
Cruizers now here. The Siamese not to be trasted,
the Rajah of Ligore very ambitions—Siamese always
commit hostilities by stealth—thinks they have some
designs upon Pinang, but thers is even more danger
from the low Macao Chiness here, they have had
meetings near the Rice bazar, as many as 500 to 1000
at a time. Achong is the head of a tribe and attends
their meetings. The people he suspects are the
Chinese Gardeners, brickmakers &e.

Che Toah is acquainted with Boomi—that man
has been often at his Godowns. He isa Siamese, not
a Malay. He firmly believes him to be a spy and is
certainly an Agent of the Rajah of Ligore. The
Rajah of Ligore has been enticing China Men, the
Chinamen have knives,

Che Tonh expressed his opinion that it was very
necessnry to take precautions just now, the Sinmess
were very treacherous,
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LEBBY ABDUL KARIM

a very old Malay man, who has part of his family at
Quedah and part here, examined by the Trauslator,
Friday the 6 May 1825,

States that he is the Nackoda of a small prow,
arrived three days ago from Quedal, brought 300
Giantons of rice for sale. There are 15 or 16 Siameso
prows at Quedah preparing to start for Trang ; 3 of
the prows were guite ready. They are of a large size.
All the Male population were collecting to go to Trang.
Great many women collected to beat Paddy—a largo
supply of Grain sent to Trang. It is reported the
Rajah of Sangora is at Trang. The Rajah of Ligore
certainly there. The Siamese say they are coming to
Pinang in all the month of Ramellow (this is the 17th)
They zay if they do not come now they cannot come
for a long time as the wind will be foul. The Chom
or Prime Minister boasts a great deal, how easy it
would be. Does not exactly know the object tha
Siamese have in view in desirving to come to Penang,
He is ready to attend farther examination.

Ex-Rajal of Kedah

communicated with the Translator to Government
Sth May 1825,

The Rajal had previously mentioned the reports
he had received of Achong's proceedings at Ligore.
He repeated them. He said a Chinaman known by
the name of Baba Malacea told him Achong had been
treated with great distinction at Ligore after being
threatened ; that he had been acting improperly, that
the Rajah of Ligore promised to make him Rajah of
Quedah, Purlis or any place he chose to select after he
took Penang, that he was to get some Macao China-
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men to create a disturbance at the same time, The
Rajah said the number of Chinese so engaged were
enid to be about 1,500,

The Rajah gave me a letter which 1 retain, It is
very long and relates to many matters foreign to the
present enquiry. The writer in one part says “ Any
* person who is found sending letters or intelligence to
“ Pinang before the Rajah of Ligore arrives at Quedah
*“ will be put to death by his orders.”

The Rajuh stated that a prow arrived to-day

[which] brought him a report of the Rajahs of Sangora
and Mardelong having also come down,

About an hour after 1 veturned home the Rajah
sent a confidentinl Messenger to me to say that the
celebrated China farmer of the Kwals Muda known by
the name of Tukong Chukur (who was sent from henca
in irons to Quedah with a strong letter reéquiring him
to be severely punished —bein g2 concerned in piracy and
robbery) had been with him two hours before, that he
was then at the house of the head Chinese Merchant
and was going to sail the same evening or yesterday
morning,

UHE ALLANG

a Malay Nackoda, whose boat wase obseryid standing
into the harbour, yesterday morning, the 5 Instant.
was met on landing by the Translator and interrognted,
He was quite ignomnt of the reports that had beeg
circulated here and had no communication witlh any
person from shore, He reported that he had been on
a voyage to the Northward, near Junk Ceylon collect-
ing Birds nests. On his way back a few days ago he
went close to the mouth of tle Trang river, he met
with an old acquaintance of his, a Malay, who told him
there were upwards of 800 Prows in the water at

e
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Kontanni and that preparations wers going on rapidly,
He did not hear whether the Rajah of Ligore was there
or not. That was all he knew ; he appeared very in-
different upon the sulbject.

ABDUL HAMID, Native Writer, who has been
7 years the Translator in the Malay Translator’s Office,
examined before Conneil, 4 May 1825.

He states that Boomi is well known to bea
Siamese disguised in Malay clothes, that all Siamese
arriving at this place ave received and entertained by
him at his house, that he knows a Malay who was the
bearer of a letter about 8 days ago, given to him by
Boomi for some person at Purlis in authority there.
The letter was addressed in the Siamese language.
There are many other persons who liave carried letters
fur him. Boomi is not married, he merely retains a
prostitute. The house does not belong to Boomi, but
is the property of that woman. It is very generally
believed here that Boomi is o spy of the Sinmese. in the
Finploy of the Rajuly of Ligore.

HAJL an inhabitant of Porliz, who was inter-
rogated in the presence of the Honble, the Governor
on the 3rd May, at the Secretary’s Office, confirmed all
that is stated in the report of the Malay Translator, as
being derived from hin.

Haji was the first person who informed against
Boomi, and first communicated the intelligence to the
Honorable the Govermar,
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ABDULRAHMAN

Head Shroff in the Treasury, whose family has long
resided here, he has been about 8 or 10 years in the
service of Government, has 3 brothers also in the
Public Offices, examined by the Honble, the Governor
5 May 1825.

He is acquainted with Che Etam, one of the four
persons who lately came from Ligore and who remainad
behind ; recollects the Malay Translator telling him it
was supposed Che Etam was o spy and left behind for
no good purpose. He prevailed on Che Ftam to
disclose to him the designs of the Rajah of Ligore, he
lheld out to him a promise of good employ hers aud
reward if he wonld divalge all he knows. He did so
and as a pledge of his inteption of returning here or
of sending further intelligance if he is detained on
duty by the Rajah of Ligore, he left in Abdulraman’s
hands 200 Dollars, Che Etam stated to him as
follows—he was present at Ligore abont three months
ago, when the Rajah, late at night, gave his final
instructions to his Envoys who were last hers. he
heard him say he was determined to have the Rajah of
Quedah, that he would never fesl secure of possessing
Quedah till he was removed from Penang: that all
the friendly overtures, complinantary letters, presents
of rice &c. were mere stratagems to get him into thejr
possession, that the Rijah of Ligore saw it was in
vain negotinting further in that way, that he had often
demanded him and been refused, that he was now
resolved to take him by foree. A clandestine attempt
was to be made. 30 prows well armed—fall of men
with a double set of oars to make a dash at night,
seize the King and make off. The boats were fillad
with large Bamboos inside to prevent sinking, if hit -
by shot. If attacked 25 or 26 of the prows would
engage in action, the prow with the King on boant
and 3 or 4 more would pull off with all speed, towards
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Quedah ; the others would maintain a running fight ;
when the prow with the Rajah had got well out the
others wera to fly also and escape as well as they
could. They caleulated however mupon losing a con-
siderable number of men in the action. There was
a large piece of iron like a erow bar or hammer
( he represented it by shewing the thickuness of hisarm )
with which the Rajash of Quedal’s doors were to be
wrenched open,

Abdulrahiman stated that the rice vendors in the
Bazaar told him Achong was concerting with Macao
(*hinese, about 2000 said to be ready to revolt in tha
event of the Siamese coming.

Che Etam told Abduleahman that the Rajah of
Ligore liad 15 Children, one of his daunghters was
married to the young Chief of Poongha, another to the
Mardelong Chief. His sons wers destined to be Rajahs
of Quedah, Perak, Salengore, Purlis, Trang, &ea. |
he wonld thus have the greatér part of the Peninsuia
under the control of his family. L

The informant was ready to depose on oath to
what he stated. Begged that his name might not
appenr, people might injure him ; Any person visiting
Quedah sure to be put to death if suspected of having
given information.

Substancs of Fngniry— 5 May 1825.

The Master Attendant rveports that the Master of
the Brig Sophia had informed him that a great number
of Prows Junks &e. were collected at Junk Ceylon.
That the Siamese had taken possession of Tenasserim
and ecarried off a number of the Inhabitants—heard
this at Mergui.

Affle— Commander

Ty States only what heard at Mergui—That numerous

Sinmese Prows were at Sea plundering every Vessel,
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that they belonged to a Siamese Chief Southwand of
Mergni—That the Siamese had attacked Tenasserim—
Carried off & number of Inhabitants—That the Com-
mander at Mergui had cansed them to refund 300 of
thema—That the conduct of the Biamese was hostile
and that a reinforcement lad been sent for—that the
Shabunder at Mergni informed him that the Signess
were arming many boats ostensibly for Salengore but
in reality to attack Penang. That while at Quedah
many hoats were bnilding. This in January last,

Saturday 8th May 1825,

A Junk belonging to Che Toah arrivad from Purlis,
confirms the report of 30 Prows being equipped, going
to Traang, The Rajah of Ligore certainly there, Tt js
given out that the fleet is going to Salengore, One of
the Chinamen of the Junk, brother to Kong Shum,
wood merchant here, reported that 2 Bengalis named
Jungley and Noora had been seized by the Sinmese and
plundered of all their property. They had gone to
purchase buffaloes, The Sinmese said they were spies.
The informant saw o letter which was received from
the Rajah of Ligore to the Chom. Immediately on
reading it, orders were given to collect all the Malays.
A second letter also arrived the dny before he left,

Saturday Sth May 1825,

Three prows with men, women and children
artived ot the Master Attendunt’s Offics in the
afternoon. They left Purlis the day before, fled in
consequence of the Sianese forcing all the people into
the Service, all the women to beat paddy, the men to
serve in the boats ; four boats more behind confirm fhe
report of 30 prows being ready there, going to Traang,

REPORT of Mr, Roberts, Commander of the
hired Schooner John e Brias, arrived 't'q’e:"lueaﬂqy

afternoon 11 May 1825, to the Mnster Attendant and
Acting Secretary.
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Touched at Quedah and delivered the letter, Was
informed by the Chooliahs and others there that the
exportation of rice was prohibited. The young Chief
told him it was not, and to prove it several prows were
allowed to take in rice for this place. There is no
doubt however that it was permitted to be exported
only in n very small quantity. He next went to
Poongah. Did not tonch at any of the intermedinte
ports except Parlis where he saw 12 or 15 prows.

Did not go near the Traang river's wouth.
Arrived at Quedal yesterday afterncon remained 1§
hour. Sailed again at 5 I M. Saw the Young Chief
and the Chom, was informed that the Rajah of Ligore
was expected in o few days. The Chom of his own
accord said * We have no intention of attacking Pulo
“ Penang, if any person tells yon so, shew him to me
“and 1 will let you see what 1 will do. We are
« great friends with the English.”

Captain R. was told about 8 days ago, when ab
Quedah that they were going to attack Salengore when
the Rajah of Ligore arrived. Heand at the same
time from the Choolials at Quedal that there were
400 prows at Traang ; it was believed by these people
that the armament was destined for Penang. The
Chooliahs expected the English would attack Quedah.

All apparently quiet at Quedah, the young Chief
in fact remarked “Observe we are quite quist here.”

Captain T met with no prows and guined no
other intelligence. The Pya of Poongha and the other
Chiefs hnd gone to Siam.  He did not see the Siamese
boat with Bovoys from Traang mentioned by Ismael
Lebby, as having arrived there.

He does not think the Siamess wonld attack this
place, but he hns never been at Traung, Setool or
Lungow, or seen any of the War prows said to be

prepared.
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He says the young Chief told him the cbject of
the Rajal's coming over was to see him and enquired
if Captain Burney was not Governor of Malacca.

Captain R. delivered to me two letters, one from
the Chief of Quedah and the other from the son of the
Pya of Poongha. He made no particular enquiries
respecting the prows at Trasng &ca., a= he had no
orders to that effect, being merely sent to deliver two
letters.

(Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON
The 11th May 1825,

THE BOARD entively concur in the recom-
mendation of the President, that the precautionary
mensures should not be relaxed.

ORDERED that the 'apers containing the in-
formation Iately received rvelative to the preparations
of the Rajah of Ligore, be sent to the Commanding
Officer of the Troops for his pernsal.

THE SECRETARY reports, that the following
letter having passed in eirculation and been approved,
was addressed to the Superintendant of Point Welles-
ley, divecting him to dispatch the hired Schooner
Commerce to the Northward, for the purpose of
collecting intelligence.

Ta,
A. D MAINGY Esquire
Suptdt. of Point Wellesley
Te Bupt. of Point In charge of the fleet of observation,
Wellealoy 0 May
1828, Sir,

It being considered by the Honble. the Governor
in Council a very desirable object to ascertain, with as
little delay as possible, the exact nature, extent and
probable or avowed destination of the armament stated
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to be colleeted by the Rajah of Ligore at Traang,
Setool, Lingow, Meraket, Purlis and Quedah, I am
directed by Hizs Honor in Couneil to desive, that yon
will dispatch the hired Schooner Commerce fo the
Northward, with all haste, to collect information o
these important points,

2. You will give such instrnctions to the Com-
mander, as yon may consider necessary and proper,
with advertence to the line of policy and caution
preseribed to you in your arders,

8. It seems to the Honorable the Governor in
Council expedient that the Commeres should be
dispatched in the evening, and that her destination
should not be made known. The Commander should
be directed to proceed direct to Traang and ascertain
if the Rajah of Ligore is at Khontanni as reported.

4. I am desired thersfors to urge the necessity
of your impressing him with the particular anxiety of
Government that le shonld effoct this object by a
disereet and conciliatory line of conduet,

5. He should be directed to state at Traang that
this Government having heard a report of the Rajah of
Ligove being theve, is anxious to ascertain the fact in
onler that an Envoy may be sent to him. as agreed npon,

. Upon his return, it will be the Commanders
duty to make enquiries at Setool, Purlis, Quedah and
the other places where prows are said to be equippid,
relative to their number and states of prepaation,

7. Yon will furnish him with an exparisnel
Native pilot if procurable, and attach one of the
Malay prows lately engaged to the Commerce for the

purpose of entering the shallow rvivers and obtaining
intelligence,
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8. It is expected that this duty may be accom-
plished within the present week, and T am desired to.
communicate to you the expectation of Govermment
that the utmost expedition may be used on the occasion.

W Should the Commander of the Commerce fall
m with a fleet of prows exceeding 30 in number
steering to the Northwanl in his progress to Traang.
he shonld return immedintely and report to you.

I am &e.

{ Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON
Acte, Hl.'i.'r‘k'_ to Govt.
Fort Cornwalli=
The O May 1325,
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THE SECRETARY having taken Notes of the
Examination before Council on the 4 Instant of
ACHONG and BOOMI two suspected persons.

EXAMINATION of ACHONG and BOOML.

Examination of Achong Son of Low Ammee before Council on

Wednesday 4 May 1825

Q. How many boats did you
understand were prepared st the
Northward ports of Quedah >

Q. What did you understand
to be the object of their equip-
ment ¥

Q. Who gave vou this in-
formation ?

Q. Did you enquire of the
Rajali of Ligore himself ?

Q. How many men fit to bear
Arms did you see at Ligors?

Q. How are they generally
armed ¥

Q. Did yon see armed men at
Quedalh *

Q. You saw the
Purlis. Deseribe them.

L When was that »

prows ot

Q. In what way did the tajah
of Ligore prevent your going to
Traang, by foree or persunsion *

Q. What was the Rajgah's mo-
tive for preventing your going ¥

Q. Did you hear the object of
his going to Traang then 2

A, About 300, all new, viz
at Purlis 120, at Traang a little
more than 100, at Quedah 80,

A. To go to Salengore.

A. The King of Ligore’s Min-
ister Choo Lee, a Chinaman.

A. Yes, at first he =zaid 1o,
then he acknowledged he did
intend duing =0,

A, About 15,000 Sinmese be-
sides about 1000 Chinese and 8000
Malay=,

A. With Musiuets without
bayonets,

A, No, nor at Puvlis,

A. They were ahout 3 or 4
Coyans burthen each.

A. In the middle of Febry.
Inst,

A. 1 asked permission to wa,
bat he said no, no you had better
go the way you came.

A. Beeause 1 wns informed
that he was going there himself
and was sending rice across,

A. No, I did not hear what
was his object in going to Traang.
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- Q. Did vou hear that besides
the quantity of rice said to he
coming over, troops were also

A, No, ni 1 heard that
thers was 1000 Men coming from
Sangora to Purlis to assist in

coming ? finishing prows thers. When |
enguired the motive for sending
down to Traang vice. I was informed by some of the Rajah of Ligore's

people that there was a famina there.

5 .
Q. Did you see any guns any- A. 1 saw none at Purlis ex-

whiere ? cept one Wooden one, and only
two Guns opposite the palace at

Ligore.

). Did you hear any other A
reports about these bonts going
anywhere else except to Saleng-
ore?

Yes, woing to Bangkok
afterwards.  There i= something
The King
of Ligore i o relation to the old
roval family of Bangkok. The
old King was killed by the present King. The present Rajah of Ligore
fled from Bangkolk on the Massacre of his relative,

about that husiness.

Wishing to revenge himself the Rajah is endeavouring to collect
a large force of Chinese, Siamese, Malays, Bengalis and all sorts
of people to be in his service but he has got no money : how can he
get money enough to supply these people? He has taken Quedah
and now he wishes to take Salengore, hearing that there is a great

deal of money there;

He preparved so ‘many boats, not to take

Salengore but to go agninst Bangkok. This is the information I heanl.

). Who gave you this in-
formation ?

(). What force can he collect,
do you think ?

(). How many men could he
collect altogether to go to Bang-
kok 2

€. What would be the object
of going to Bangkok ?

Q. Do you think he is going
to Salengore ? .

A, Choo Les,

A 1 do nob know whether
they will join or not.

A T do not think he could
do =0 for a length of time, five or
six years,

A. To take his revenge for
the murder of his relation.

A. He is

certainly  going
there,
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Q. Did ha give ont that he A. No,
was going there 2

Q. Did you hear it from his A, Not from hiz Siamese
Minister ? Minister, thoy would be afraid

to mention it to me, but 1 heaxd
g0 from his Chinese Ministor
Choo Les.

Here the Translator reminded Achong of what he had told him
on his arrival, that he had been told by the Rajah of Ligore, he was
about to attack Salengore, and he himself said ¢ more better, they are
only o set of pirates.” Achong did not deny this, nor did he deny
having said, Captain Burney's coming was all a trick, that upon his
suggesting to the Rajah of Ligore the probable transfier of Tavoy and
Mergui, he said T want no stolen goods.

Q. Do you know the man A. 1 have zeen that man be-
who accompanied you here iz in fore at Porlis he wis acting as
waiting ¢ Interprater to Chom the Sinmeso

Chief. | think he is a spy.

Q. Did he interpret for yon A, Yes, he interproted for
at Purlis ? me,

). How long were you nb A. Thoree days,
Purlis ?

Q. Amd you did not ascertain A. No

his name ?

) What languaze does he A, Malay and Sinmese.
interpret in ¥

Q. s hein the service of the A, ©do not exactly know-but
Chom of Purlis ¥ I suppose he is,

Achong ordered to feturn in chavge of the Constalle to town.

Examination of Boomi, a Siamese, before Council on Wetlnesdny
the 4 May 1825,

Q. What is your name ? A. Boomi.

£ M

* 11
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Q. TIs that your Siamese or
Malny name ?

Q. What is your nation ¥

Q. Where were you horn

). Are vou in the service of
amy Uhief'?

Q. When did youn marry ¥

(). How do you gain a live-
lihood *

). Are you in the habit of
going to Purlis and Quedah >

). What do vou go there for?

Q. Where have you been re-
siding here ?
Q. With whow residing ¥

Q. Are you scijuainted with
the Chinaman you have just seen?

). What was he doing there?

(). Were you acruninted ab
Purlis ¥

Q. Where did yon reside
formerly ?

(). State the place

). When did you leave
Pungah ?

A. When T was at Telibon
formerly my name was Amin,
now the Malays call me Sns,
and the Sinmese Boomi.

A. Malay.
A. At Teliban  ( opposite
Trang ).

A. No. | have lived here two
vears and 1 have got o Wife,

A, About 2 vears ago.

A. I have a small prow which
1 zend to Parlis to teade.

A. It iz a long time since |
was there. It is upwards of 6
months since | went to Purlis.

A, To purchase riee to eat
anel sell,

A, In Huttons lane.

A, With the Quedali people

whao Hed.

A, Not acquainted with him,
but I have seen him af Porlis
burfore,

A, | acted asinterpreter with
China Achong & the Chom.
A, No.

A At Junk Covlon,
A At Pungah (Pangal is on

the main).

A Abont 16 years ngo.

This person was reconducted to the police by the Constable.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 19th May 1825.

THE PRESIDENT records the following Minut.
and enclosures containing farther information relative
to the Armament preparing by the Rajah of Ligor ak
the Northern Ports of Quedah.

THE PRESIDENT.

I now lay before the Board the Substance of fur-
ther information received relative to the Armament
preparing ot Trang and Quedah. The person who
gave it has been on several oceasions in attendance on
the Envoys who came here some time ago. and has
been indueed to come forward by the persuasion of
some of his friends here. The letter is one delivered
to him for the two Envoys who were lately here, and
was opened by my divection in hopes of some infor-
mation being obtained relative to the meditated attack
on this Island, Althe' the information contains little
more than we already possess, as to the immediate
objects of the armament it serves to shew in a clear
light the long entertained projects of the Rajah of
Ligor against this lsland and may be depended on zo
far as to prove the expediency of our being at all times
on our guard. It moreover shews the necessity of a
vigilant Police in preventing and cautioning their
intrigunes, to which the open and unrestricted in-
tercourse with every part of the opposite Uocast has
given rise and to which a certain portion of our
Population seem to be unhappily nddicted.

The plans said to be in view by the Rajah of
Ligor are such as would naturally enongh present
themselves under present circumstances. The Sinmese
Chiefs on this part of the Peninsula have for the last
fifty years been constantly menaced by the Burmese
and in continual alarm of attack, their whole time,
Troops and attention have been engaged in means of
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resistance. The occupation of Tavoy and Mergui by a
British force has released them from their foar on that
score, It is evident that they consider onr troops
fully engaged by the War and the present period
appears to them an opportunity not to ba lost for
extending their conquest over the Peninsula, 1t
scems necessary thevefors that some decided line of
policy should ke determined on, and as bearing on the
guestion a brief reference to past transactions bevomes
I'.I.I?L‘BEEH.I':.'.

This Island was transferred to us by the King of
Quedah, the King was at that period subject to the
alternate annoyance from Ava and Sinm then strog-
gling for superiority. It is clear that one of his
objects in giving us the Island, I may rather say,
the sole one was to procure for himself a Powerful
Ally and Protector in the English Government to
defend him against both ; a defensive alliance forms
one of the Articles of Cession delivered by the King
of Quedah to Captain Light. Under those Articles
the British ocenpied the Island, After obtaining it
indeed the defensive Article was disallowed on the
ground that we onght not to entangle curselves with the
Court of Siam, but a large Annual Sum was offerad
and 10,000 Dollars Per Annum alternately accepted.

No great condiality seems to have subsisted bhe-
tween Quedah and this Island.  The King who ceded
the Island and his Son and Successor continued to
labor under the exactions of his neighbour the Sinmese
Chief of Ligor. The cession of the Island to the British
seems indeed to have brought upon him the increased
ill will of the Siamese, the mope pressed the more
anxionsly he looked for our aid, and the more he falt
the complete disappointment, for we allowed him to
be gradually overpowered. He was compelled to
attack Perak in onder to enfores the tender of the
Boongah Mass by that State, a mark of homags nevar
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before paid and having weakened himself by that
attack and incapacitated himself for resistence was in
his turn attacked by the Rajah of Ligor and driven

out of his Kingdom. He found refuge in this Island.

NOTE. For the question of right
of Slam over Quedah soo Min-
utes noted hareundar.

Mr. Clubloy's Minute 28 August
1823, Cons. = = = dGeopt

& Mr. Philips Minute no date Do,

Mr. Clubley's Minute |6 Saptr.
Cons. = = = = = I Dctr 1B23.

+ IT] Mre Phillp's Minute *= 27
Septr. oao.

It will be seen from the tanor of
this Minute that | concur with Mr,

Clubley both as to tho right and

Most of his family were taken and are
now prisoners and many of his ad-
herents were put to death.

We have allowed the Rajah of
Ligor to nssume the Government of
Quedsh. His power, his influence
his ambition and arrogance ave now
much increasad, he has at this mo-

policy of supporting the King.

& These Minutos
will be copled
with the Rocords
for 1823,

ment collected a large force professed-
ly to attack Salengors, but it is believed alsoifa
fuvorable opportunity offers to attack this Island.
Althe' we allowed the King of Quedah to be driven
ant of his Kingdom we have still sheltered him here.
By protecting the King after abandoning his kingdom
we have ensured the lasting animosity of the Rajah of
Ligor and by leaving the resources of his Kingdom at
his disposal we have promoted his views of gratifying
it, [fthe King of Quedah really was a fugitive vassal
who had failed in his his allegiance, who without
authority had given away an lsland belonging to the
superior State, it may be guestioned whether we had
a right to protect him or to hold the Island except
on the same fendal tenure from the Siamese Fmpire.
Thera are two modes of procesding—one to consider
the King as an independent Soversign and the
grant of the lsland legitimate and to have supportad
that position, the cther to have refused protection
to the King ns o feudal dependent, to have left him
to seck a residence elsewhero, and to have settled the
terms with the King of Siam, in that case the Lord
Paramount, on which we were to hold the Island.
Omne or other of the two, it scems to me, we must now
pursue. We must either consider the Siamese Chiefs
as undue oecupants of Quedah, or acknowledging the
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right, endeavour to make thsm our friends, and
that we cannot do while the King of Quedah is
established here. The King's presence here keeps up
nnceasing feelings of hestility, and it is naturally his
ohject, ns that of his family, to keep us on bad terms
with the Siamese Authorities. They can never place
unlimited confidence in ns while we protect the King
within a few Miles of his ancient Kingdom, keeping
up a constant intrigne and communieation with his
Malayan Subjects. To have maintained the King as
an Ally would it appears to me have been the right
course, supported by every principle of Justice and
good Policy. but after abandoning that course to keep
him here with mok and pension attached, is only to
keep alive animosity and dispute, and to hold ont an
unceasing provocative to attack. In the event of the
second mode being pursued, that is, in the event of its
being determined to relingquish all attemptzs at his
restoration by Treaty or otherwise a more distant place
must be found for him.,

The interposition of the Netherlands Government
of Malacca and the Treaty made by their Government
with Perak and Salengore served as a barrier against
the encronchments of the Siamese on this side of the
Peninsula.  1f the Ligor Chief succesds in subjugating
those States completely, over which Siam possesses not
n vestige of legitimate supremncy we shall have a
loug ling of Coast flled with hostile Prows, alwavs
on the Watch to take us by Surprize, A 'In-.1'_'l.
great increase of onr defensive means will be required.
If they subdue Perak and Salengore they border on
Malacca, and there is nothing to stop them down to
Johor, Both Malacea and Singapors will then be
placed in the state we are in now, Any Commercinl
advantages to be expected from the Peninsula will be
quite out of the question, the whole access to the
interior will be shut up and the valuable productions
of the Peninsula intercepted,
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The nature and description of our popalation is
another source of embarrassment to us and of support
to our hostile Neighbonrs. The Chinese are generally
connected with the Siamese Chiefs. They farm their
revenue as they do ours, the Rajah of Ligor is himself
the Son of a China Man. The Chinese are treated
there with more favor than any other Nations: they
pay only half of the established duty at the Siamese
Ports ; they are no doubt an active and industrions
race, the most useful settlers we have, but they are
the most cunning and intrigning. They are here
under British Administration, let loose from the severs
laws and control of their own Government, and out of
nine thousand on this lsland, three thousand at least
are of o very dubious character, They have often been
suspected, and on a late oceasion have been divectly
accnsed of entering into a league with the Rajah of
Ligor to rise in case of an attack on the Island. Altho
managed with a degres of caution that eludes what
may be termed Judicial Proof, enough has transpired
to convines me that an understanding subsists between
the Rajah of Ligor and some of our principal Chinese
Inhabitants. That they did actually connect themselves
with Ligoron a former oceasion appears clear from
the Note of the Superintendant of Police attached to
the Deposition of Shim Yep in the following words :—
“ When the Rajah of Ligor was at Quedah 2 or 3 years
ago he carried on a good deal of secret correspondence
with the Canton or Macao Chinesa of the place, got
numbers of them to go in some Junks he equipped and
sent them to eruize to the Northward of and abont
Junk Ceylon, where they were reported, and I believe
with some truth to have committed atrocious Acts
of Piracy.” Siamese are known to be a most treacher-
ous and deceitful race; all that we have ever heard
or read of the cunning and duplicity of the Natives of
the Continent of India falls far short of the Character
of the Sinmese. Friendly professions form a part
of their system of warfare, 8 common preparatory step
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to throw their victim off his guard, and while onaware
to destroy him, nor do I entertain the slighte<t donbt
that any accidental diminution of our force, or even
its continuance on the same reduced seale on which
it is at present will ultimately produce an attack from

the Hajah of Ligor.

The establishment, now composed of less than SO0
men, was adapted to a state of things widely ditferemt
from the present. We had then a friendly Malay State
on our frontier which rather looked to us for protection
than eontemplated aggression ; while we have now, T
need not say, 4 State growing in power which owes its
growth to onr forbearance, and looks on this Island as
the only bar to boundless dominion over the whole Pen-
insula, and we may be assured will never cease, unless
repressed by strong measures, to look upon our destrue-
tion as essential to its own ohjects of nggrandizement,
Our population is now much increased, but a certain
portion of it not of a description caleulated toadd to our
security, but rather to require encreased vigilance,
and means of control. When we consider the natuve
ot that portion of our population alrendy described,
mere fugitives from China, of unsettled habits, with-
out ifamilies in any way to attach them to the Island,
comnected with the most dangerons of our Neighbours,
I cannot but view our tenure of this Lsland as much
more insecure than has been hitherto supposed. 1t
has been the policy of every one of our Indian States-
men to keep up between them and the more powerful,
the petty independent States fonmd in existence.
The Malny States stood to our Settlements in the
Straits exnctly in that relation between us and Siam,
and I am convinced it will be a subject of regret
every day the more manifest that we allowed the safe
priveiple to be aid aside in the case of Quedah.
Erroneous steps should if possible be retraced and the
restoration of the King of Quedah by Treaty or
on the first aggression of Ligore on justifiable grounds,
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should ba the course pursued. It is true that temporary
measures must now for a time be pursued, We avo
at War with the Burmans, and the Neutrality at least
of the Siamese is desirable. Excepting in self defence
it would not be advisable at present to incur the
risk of rapture by any Act of our own. We should
assume therefore, such a defensive position as will
intimidate from attack and be prepared hereafter
on due provocation to adopt the line of conduet cal-
culated to place. our political interests on a sur
footing. The whole Malay race are aversa to the
Dominion of the Siamese and every open and avowed
support offered by the British Government. The
setting up of a Malay Government at Quedah for
example wonll ensure the support and co-operation of
the whole of that Population on the Peninsula.

The most advisable line of Policy to be observed
generally in the Malay Peninsula seems to me to be
thnt which shonld have been pursued at Quﬂlﬂh.
Treaties offensive and defensive should be made with
the whole of the Petty States of Perak, Salengore,
Johore, Pahnng, Tranganu and Kelantan. Their
independence should be maintained so as to exclude
the Siamese entively from our proximity. The forma-
tion of such Treaties cannot justly be considered as
any interference with the Siamese Government which
liolds over them no legitimate right of superiority.
Had a Treaty offensive and defensive been made with
the King of Quedah it is clear to me, the Siamese
would not have ventured to attack him, and such
Treaties with the other States on the Peninsula would
I am confident have the effect of preventing aggressions
there seems indeed to be no other certain mode of
preventing onr conting in contact with the Siamese at
our three Settlements in the Straits.  To my judgment
nothing but the interference of the British Government
in their behalf can save these States from complete
subjugation by the Sinmese.
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The supposed advantage of acquiring additional
Territory on the opposite shore, has it appears on the
records been often suggested. and such indeed forms
one of the Articles of Treaty proposed by Mr. Crawfurd.
It dies mot appear to me that such would be desirable
in Comparison with the restoration of the Malay
Government ; ns a secondary measure indeed, in the
event of the first Arrangament not being cavied into
effect, it might certainly be highly beneficial in
keeping the Siamese ot a greater distance and pre-
venting the formation of a large force too near the
1sland. Extension of Territory iscertainly not desirable
in this quarter the [ Zmuch ] less to us [as] the com-
pletion of Treaties of the nature described wonld estab-
lish with the Malay States such a degree of influence
as would ensure all the advantages that would result
from actnal possessions if freedom of Trade and nnres-
tricted intercourse are indeed all that ean be required.

The establishment and discrest exercizse of British
influence over those States must tend materially to the
amelioration of this Government, the reformation ot
the People, and the repression of those piratical
proceedings which arose from the unsettlad and lax
state of administration. The invasion of Quedah by the
Siamese expelled from their country and converted
many of the Chiefs of that State into Pirates, and the
same cause will produce the same effect on every part
of the Peninsula. In a political and commercial point
of view, the support of thesa in independence of Sinm
seems o measure of unquestionable policy ; Considera-
tions of humanity no less point out the propriety of
affording our protection to the numberlezs Inhabitants
of those extensive Countries rather than submitting

them for War to the merciless domination of ruthless
barbarians.

The Settlements in the Straits were established for
purposes purely commereial, and political arrangements
were not probably intended to be carried on thro' theip
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medium, but it must be recollected, that if they
commercially prosper a great accumulation of valuable
property must be the result, affording always strong
temptation for plunder. Our security hitherto has
mainly consisted in the divided condition of Neigh-
bouring Governments, no one of which could ever
hazard an Attack on o British Settlement, but if a
more powerful State be allowed to wverwhelm them
and concentrate their resources our security must be
in n great weasure destroyed.

The disposition already evinced by the Siamese
and at so early a period, to take advantage of their
relief from Burman Aggression, bears distinctly on the
question of contemplated cession to that Government
on the Coast of Tenasserim, and points out the ex-
pediency of making the restoration of the Malay
(overnment at Quedaly, the independence of the Malay
Peninsula, and the Establishment of a strong Military
Post at Mergui, indispensable accompaniments to such
cossion.  Without sucl it may be a question for con-
sideration, whether it would not be more advisable to
reduce the power of the Burmese in other Quarters
than where it has proved so useful a Counterpoise to
the encroaching spirit of the Siamese. The Views of
that Nation in respect to the Peninsula are too obvious
to be mistaken, and being satisfied that the question
wust soomer or later come into discussion, 1 have
thonght it better to submit at once the chservations
that have occurred to me. I wish it however to be
understood, that T do so, only for the consideration of
Superior Authorities : the course of policy recom-
mended is one of too much importance to be under-
taken without their deliberation and ultimate sanction.

On perusing the letters noted in the margrin ib
appears that the extent of the Military Establishment
of this Island has already come under discussion ;
reduction has been contemplated even when the
number of Troops was less than at present. Consider-
ing however the nature of our situation, a sense of
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mn?pels me to record my conscientions opinion

been copled as that such a force is, under change of cirenmstances

they are Imma- .yite inndequate to ensure us against hostile attempts,
or to command the requisite degree of influence and
respect with the neighbouring States.

torial to Glam

MOTE. Sec also Extractfrom the
Town Major’'s letter to the
Commanding Officer with reply
MNos. 2 and 3. Notcopiled, im-
material to Slam.

By the Memorandum of the Com-
manding Officer delivered on a late
occasion (No. 1), it does not appear
that onr present disposable force conld

in his opinion do more than defend the Town, leaving
all the rest of the property of the Island at the Mercy

of an Enemy.

MOTE. Less only by the dispatch
of a Garrison for Malacca and
the deficiency of 50 Man of the
Local Corps. The lotter from
Liewt. Coll. O'Halloran of 18
March IBE23. The total con-
sidered sufficilent by the Pre-
sident is stated at 292. Pri-
vates, sick included.

The total of cur last roturn is

Altho’ the force on the Island is
not much less than what has hitherto
been considered sufficient, 1 confess
the scale is far too low to meet the
circnmstances of the time, In dis
cossing the question of the Military

Establishment of this lsland it must

Privates - - - = @2 = * o
A L & be always held in mind, First, That
At Rangoon - = =7 wa are far removed from the other
ne np..- i . A H
R Ths idac e Presidencies from whence alone rein-

forcements could be deawn, If such
however imperionsly, it is not within
the verge of possibility that they conld reach us within
three Months of the dispatch of the Application,
Second, That we cannot here as may be done at the
other Presidencies on emergencies derive any Military
aid from our own population. Thindly, it must be
recollected that tho' not so frequent, this lsland is
linble to the same mortal and destructive dizenses
which prevail in the other parts of India: if the
number of troops were reduced below the scale barely
necessary for the relief of the Guards the ocourrence of
the epidemic Cholera for a Week would be fatal to the
security of the lsland. 1t must be recollected also
that a Military force barvely adequate to defence in
case of attack can mever ensure amd command that

respect indispensable for the maintenance of the

were required,
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British interests in this quarter, and it will not escapo
the ohservation of those conversant with India Affairs,
how far a respectable position by preventing attack
is calenlated to save the expence and inconvenience of
actual hostility.

Under all these cirenmstances the Amnexad Me- °

morandum seems to me to contain the scale at which
the regnlar Military Fstablishment for the general
Jefence of the Island should be maintained, o as to
admit of a disposable force of Six hundred Men ; any
immediate addition to the regular troops of the Island
cannot at present be expected, but T propose that
applieation be made to the Supreme Government for
two hundred and fifty recruits to encreass the strength
of the Local Corps to that contemplated in  the
Memorandum.

Nituated as we are the Mavine Establishment
st be reckoned as n material part of our defence. 1
find that establishment before the dispatch of the
Vessels to Rangoon consisted of the local Brig Jessy 6
Guns. the Bombay Cruizer Prince of Wales™ 12
Guns, On my arrival here the only Armed Vessel
was the Schooner used as a Police Vessel with 2 Guns.
The Jessy has since returned, bub in o disabled
etate. It is only n move attentive consideration of all
the cireumstances of onr situntion, that has led me to
regret the absence of the Bombay Cruizer, as our
bareness in this respect may have given encouragement
to these extensive preparations of which we hear so
much. 1t is desirable therefore that the original state
of Marine defence should be restored without loss of
time, according to the Memorandum annexed

A Bombay Cruizer of 18 Gtmalﬂna of thesa in the
A Brig of 14 Guns voads the other cruiz-
4 Gun Boats of 4 Guns each ) ing off the Island.
One at the North end, one at the Sonth, one at the
West side of the Island, the other in the Harbour.
( Signed ) R. FULLERTON
18th May 1825.
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PROPOSED FORCE for the Security of the
ISLAND.

7 Companies of regular of 120 each ...840
5 Companies of Loeal of 100 each  ,,.500
1 Company of Golandouze ,.. ... ...100
European Artillery... ... .. .. .. 00

1500 Men

DISTRIBUTION

Town Lines—Regulars-2 Companies  ...240

Golandauze ... ... ... ... .. 50
Iu the Fort European Artillery ... ... 60
350
DETACHMENTS
Burmah Town-Locals ... ... ... ... 50
James Town-Ditto ... ... .. .. .. 50
Western side of the Island Ditto .., ... 50
Wellesley Province Ditto...* ... ...  ...100
Ewployed in Armed Vessels 4 ... ... 40
200
CANTONMENT.
Regulars—3 Companies ... ... ... .. 600
Loeals . - G210
Golandau®d eov wie e asnr eas i 50
860
1500
=T

18th May 1825.
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SUBSTANCE of information derived from Che
Etam on Sunday the 15 May 1825.

States that Kombeng a Chenchen Chinaman who
came here with Boome on his last return fled im-
mediately on that person’s apprehension. He was an
intelligencer of the Rajah of Ligor. Informant knows
the shop where he used to stay at in Town, near Sheak
Hussain's in Beach Street, does not know the Name
of the Shopkeeper. Kombeng has been long in the
Rajah of Ligor's Service.

Boomi has been employed upwards of two years
by the Rajoh of Ligor. Boomi enticed a Chinaman to
go to Quedah about 8 Months ago. That man has
lately arrived from Rangoon. He was sent on to Ligor,
to give News of the War, from thence forwarded to
Bangkok. The Rajah gave Boomi a Pending and 3
Coyans of Rice for this Service. The Rajoh of Ligor
gave the Chinaman fine Cloth and sent a present
of & Coyan of Rice to his father who resides here
by Kon Aksoon and Naei Neem.

Not long since Boomi also enticed two Burmahs
to go to Quedah, who were in like manner forwarded
to Ligor and the Capital. Informant says he
understands some Complaints have been made at the
Police by the relations of these Men,

When Informant was herve some months ago with
Kon Aksoon and others they endeavoured to entice
away two of the Crew of the Cochin China Junk
[which] had arvived o short time previously from
Tavoy—they gave him Opium and spent about 40

Dollars in presents to'them. The Men engaged to go
with them, but disappointed them.

Boomi corresponds with some people in Authority
at Purlis. His Prow arrived here 4 or 5 days ago
from thence loaded with rice.

Rajah of Ligor thinks the English cannot conguer
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Ava, considers all our reports of conquests false,
abusedl Informant becanse he stated what he heand
here, sent his people here to enguire particularly.
The observation to one of his Envoys who told him of
our Conquests was * tiz false, what Conquer a Country
s0 populons that their in the Morning
wonld form a mountain and their a
River.” The Rajah was vather surprized however to
hear of our Men of War, our Numbers wers much

exaggerated to him.

Informant was present when the Rajah of Ligor
directed Boomi to go to Pinang and entice 2 Burmahs.
This was about 5 months ago, the Rajah gave Boomi
200 Dollars for the purpose,

Informant was on his way here in the suite of the
Envoys, Kon Aksoon and Nai Neem, when Achong
went across to Ligor. He heard that his proceedings
were very extraordinary. He told the Rajah that the
objections of taking Salengore did not arise from any
orders from Europe or Bengal, they were the mere
wishes of the Government here, which had no authority
of consequence, He advised him to take Salengore by
all means: he said the Penang Government only
wished to frighten him. the objections here were
nothing. Achong told him he would not take Penang
apenly by any attack, but by stealth it might be done.
The Rajah was rather distrustful of Achong, and
reserved for some time, on one oceasion he said “* We
* have not got orders to take Penang, we are to take
* Balengore first.”

The Rajah enguired how many Chinamen there
were at Penang. Achong said about 7,000, he asked
how many of them were wealthy, Achong replied about
3 —there were about 200 more who were each posses—
sed of small capitals from 200 to 300 Dollars, the rest
wereall poor labourers and Mechanics. Achong said he
could get a great number Lo assist and join the Rajah
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of Ligor. The Rajah was silent for a time and then
replied  this is an ofter business.” Achong informed
him we had very few troops here, having sent some
awny with a Cruizer to assist at Rangoon.

The following is a list of the Prows built and
equipped at Khintauni. There were built 120 largro
Prows from 4 to 6 Coyans besides a few of a different
Construction. At Setool 50, at Ligor 19, Purlis 21,
Quedah 11, all largs, Of gmall Boats there were
equipped at Setool 18, Lingow 10, Mauket 20, Kubong
Boyea 20, Purlis 12, Kedah 5, making in all somewhat
more than 200 of a large size and 100 small.

Of the above number 50 are filled with 2 sets of
Oars (24 Oars on a side) to carry from 50 to 80 men
each. They have 2 Guns at the Bow, each 6 Cubits long
and 8 long Rantackas and Lelas brass. 150 and
upwards have one large Gun each, with from 4 to G
Rantackas and Lelas (Swivels), The small boats have
swivels and carry about 20 men each.

In all the Prows there are Bamboos inside to
make them buoyant and they carry their water in long
joints of Bamboos,

The Troops assembled at Tranng are as nearly as
Informant can recollect 1,500 Ligoreans, 2000 from
Mardelong, 1,000 from Tuceatong, 1000 from Singora,
1000 Siamese and Malays of the Traang district, 100
Chinese, besides the people from Purlis, Quedah and
other plages. About 7000 men will accompany the
Rajah of Ligor to Quedah, the ryots will increase the
number very considerably. 8 Coyans of Rice are
daily beat and prepared at Quedah for the Armament,
The Rajah has 100 Elephants with him.

At Purlis there are two large sheds filled with
sharp pointed sticks of hard wood to put in the paths,
they are of this shape * or some thing like it.

The Rajah has abont 4,000 Muskets at Traang,
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The Rajah has about 4,000 Muskets at Traang,
part of his men will be armed with them, the rest with
long swords and Knives, each Man has a Sword and
& Knife. They have no Spears or Pikes with them.

The principal Chiefs at Traang are the Son of the
Murdelong Rajah ( the father is old and infirm ) 4
Chiefs from Singora, the Brother of the Rajah of Ligor
called Ponnun or Tounun by others Tantaiong Nai Tap,
Commander in Chief in conjunction with Chou Pia-
ban, who is at Quedah and who led on the attack at
that place. The other Chiefs are Chom Rong and
Aluang Tewang of Ligor, also Pakdi Song Kram.

Before Informant left Quedah the Som of the
Rajah had received two letters from his father, one
stating that he would arrive on the 27th Ramdlam, this
day, and the other that he would reach [there] on the
7th Shawal, 10 days hence. Ha directed his Agrents who
were here, a few days ago to remain 4 days and see what
preparations had been made and going on, also to
sound the disposition respecting Salengere—desired
them not to allude to it however publicly, to return to
Traang with the information, although they said they
were to wait his arvival at Quedah. Informant has
been directed to do the same, to nscertain also, if any
correspondence had passed between the Governor and
the Rajah of Salengore upon the subject ot the
meditated attack and if Government had supplied the
Chief of Salengore with Arms and Ammunition,

The Chow Pisban, the Minister at Quedah by
way of inducing the Malays to exert themselves in
the Attack upon Salengore, says “ if you want hand-
some Wives, now is your time,”

The Tukang Chokur or Farmer of Kwala
Mooda who has been arrested here, was sent to
purchase 10 Coyans of Salt for the use of the troops
and collected news. He sent his Prow on and re.
mained at the House of the head China Merchant here,
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The Rajah heard of Boomi's seizure; the son of
the Rajah said to Informant a few days ago * Boomi
is seized, perhaps you will be seized too if you go to
Pulo Penang, if you think youn can go, but you must
judge whether it will be advisable.” The Rajah
directed him to lay out 100 Dollars or so in trying to
get Boomi out, Informant said the white people do
not require gold and he did not think he would
suceceed. The Chief said “ but yon will be able to
oot some of the Native Servants to assist you, do
the best you ean.” The Chief is much perplexed
Ly this business, but Informant says the Rajah is
very cunning and has great command of himself.
He will not appear to unotice it. nor will he

appear to observe the preparations here, he will
write very civilly.

Orders were sent to prepars everything st Quedah,
the Armament would remain only G or 7 days it was
intended as the Rajal was afraid his people would be

dispersing and that it would be difficnlt to keep the
the Malavs together.

It was the Majah's intention to have sent, and
Informant thinks he will still send a letter requesting
permission for the fleet to pass through this Harbour
on their way to Salengore. If refused he will go
outside. When he was told it was likely the Penang
Government would object to his going to Salengore,
he said “ what, do they command the sea, the Vessels
can go outside.”

The invitation to the Rajah of Quedah is only o
continuation of the stratagems which he has been
employing to get that Chief into his possession. He
has tried these overtures some time and his patience
is now nearly exhausted. There is an order from
the Emperor to bring him to the Capital and he has
given the Ligor Chief full power over Kedah and all
the States on this side the Peninsula. 1If the Rajah
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of Kedah is got hold of, he will be put in irons and
kept for life at the Capital. There are now there and
have been for some years, 3 or 4 Native Chiafs in irons,

Informant heard the Rajah of Ligor planning an
attack upon Penang. This was about a year ago,
There was to be a land and Sea forcs : 200 Prows wers
the number collected ; they were to attack at several
points simultaneously, The lavgest squadron was to
land near at Tanjong Tokong (Pulo Teecoos), others
were to advance to Teluk Ayer Rajah, that is the
North Beach, a few to the hack of the Island and some
to Soonghi Cluan. There were to be 4000 Men in
the Prows. At the same time 4000 Men were to
pass over from Kwala Mooda outside the Homble,
Company’s Boundary and come down siddenly upon
Prye, burn that place, seize all the Boats and come aver
in the confusion by night. All the Attap Houses
were to be set fire to. The Chinese were expected to
join, for the sake of plunder.

It was supposed the Europeans would eacape partly
on board ship and part would take to the Hills, the
Ships were not intended to be attacked, The Detach-
ment from the opposite shore were to take the Fort,
the Rajah had been informed the Seapoys_ resided at
a great distance. Partics were therefore to prevent
their coming into Town while the foree from Prye took
the Fort and other parties were engaged setting fire
to the Honses and plundering.

It was thonght that if the Seapoys did get into
Town they wounld not be able to distinguish the Siamesa
from other people and would therefore hesitate to attack
them. This plan was mentioned and deliberated upon
about the time the Burmah War commenced. The
Rajah was aware that he could not hold  possession
above 10 or 12 days, ax ships would arrive. They were
however to stay in the Fort and collect the booty and
ship it on board the Prows, Informant has not heard
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the Rajah talking of this lately, he has not seen Hiz
Highness for several months, He has been nnder his
Son's orders at Quedah.

Some Months ago when Informant wos at Ligor
he heard the Rajah say to the Envoys who were sent
here at that time, in whose hut he was, that if he conld
not get the Rajah of Quedah by fair persuasion and
stratagem, he wonld send a few Prows at night, when
very dark.  They were to earry o large Party of Select
Men, armed with musquete. They were to land at the
Cocoanut Tope opposite the Church Yand, as there
were no Houses close to the Beach and the Trees
favoured concealment. 1t was not intended to put the
Seapoys gnard to Death ; but to rush upon them sud-
denly and tie their hands ; parties were to guard tha
Boats while n select few dashed up, broke open the
Rajal’s doors with a hammer prepared for the purpose
and ran off with him and as many of his Women and
Valuables as they conld seize.

Ome plan was, to have Boats intended for the
Service ont about the Roontings under pretence of
looking fur Pirates to be close at hand to dart in.
This scheme was one of the first in contemplation, and
that was the object of the Rajal's signifying to Gover-
nar Phillips that he intended to send down PProws to
Ornize near thi= Island. My, P. told him, if more were
#ent at o time than 10 near the Island they would be
treated as Enemies.

It was then determined to select a dark night
when the wind was favourable to dispatch the Prows
from Quedah at 6 o'clock in the evening, and they wera
expected to reach by 2 o'clock in the moming. The
Rajah has had several Plans, some times to send many,
sometimes a few Boats.

Informant is not certain, but he thinks that if tha
Rajah observes we ave not on our guard, he will
attack this Island. He has a very imperfect and
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unfavorable iden of our power, he thinks Siam all
powerful. The Rajal's idea is that if he attacks
Salengore now, even against our will, and takes the
King of Quedah by foree, it will be overlooked, as we
are too busy at present with Ava, and our Ships
&ea. are employed,

The Rajah has never had the least expectation of
the English attacking him. His Correspondents here
have kept him well informed. Besides Achong told
him we could not do so without orders from Bengal or
Europe. He thinks too, we have not the means of
following him.

The Rajah intends remaining at Quedah till
Salengore is taken. He is going to send the Perak
Chiefs to Salengore and remove the Salengore Chiefs
to Perak, when he conguers that place, by which he
thinks hiz own Chiefs will be better able to preserve
peace. There will be two Principal Siamese Chiefs at
each place for a time. If the King of Salengore is
seized, he will be conveyed to the Capital and put
in irons.

The Chow Pya of Liger has two legitimate sons
and six natural sons, Lesides several danghters, in all
a family of 15 or 16. One of hiz legitimate sons is
Rajah of Traang, another is at Bangkok, two natural
gons at Quedil, one at Setool, and the others destined
to be eventually Rajalis of Perak and Salengore, One
of the Bons is going to marry the Daughter of the
Pya of Poongha, and another, the daughter of the
Mardelong Rajah (on these two Inst points my former
information was accidentally misstated o little ).

His Highness was well aware that the Governor
would not accept his invitation to go to Quedah ; it an
Agent is sent he wishes to ask permission to pass
through the Harbour to Salengore ; he will even to
gain his point offer to send his Son or some of his
Chiefs here as o pledge of his good intentions.
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There is a man named Doolien, alias Wan Abdul-
rohim, a half east Hindoo, who went to Quedab a con-
siderable time ago, when the Rajah was there. This
Man agreed to seize the King and assist in getting him
into the Boats, he said he had 40 or 50 Men to assist.
He received Two hundred Dollars as an Advance, was
promized a handsome reward. Doolien came here with
the money. The Rajah offered 100 Dollars to any
person who would bring him to Quedah, and vowed he
would put him to death for betraying him.

Nai Sampau, who was lately here, is another
Collector of intelligence for the Rajah.

Informant in conclusion states that he does not
know what the Rajah of Ligor's present plans are, that
the Arrangements are to be made and the orders issued
upon the arrival of the armament at Quedaly, that the
orders will be confided principally to Nai Toap and
Chom Peaban.

Informant has part of his family still at Quedah
which has induced him to remain in the employ of the
Rajah of Ligor. He has endeavoured to get his wife
away, but cannot. He has been alarmed too at the
apprehension of Boomi and being now locked upon as
a suspected person himself and knowing that he eannot
continue his avocations of Intelligence for the Rajah,
he has resolved to declare all he knows, of which the
foregoing is the substance. He introduced many
anecidotes in his Narrative, tending to shew the
ambitious and intriguing character of the Ligor Rajah
These 1 have not deemed it necessary to insert heve.

Informant proposes returning to Quedah in a few
days ns directed. He has brought a small quantity
of Rice for Sale, thinks his apprehension by the Police
likely to be beneficial and it will avert suspicion of his
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having given the information, hopes to be able to
return here shortly with further intelligence. He
states that he would be put to death instantly, if
he were suspected of having given this information.
He concluded “ my life is in your hands.”

The above information was given with great
clearness in the presence of two Confidential Malay
Writers. Informant several times hesitated and re
minded me that he had a Wife and Child at Quedah
anil that his life was at stake,

( Signed } JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Tr. to Govt.
PENANG

15 May 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 19th May 1825,

MINUTE by MR. CLUBLEY.

1 have read the Honorable the President’s Minute
with much attention and have again considered the
Malay Translator's Intelligence, as well as the informa-
tion lie has recently collected from a Malay man named
Che Etam.

Whatever doubts there may however be regmiding
the authenticity of Che Etam’s information on many
points, it is certain that theve are great preparations
making by the Rajah of Ligor both by Sea and Land,
that his Boats have been preparing in the different
divers for the last 3 years not only without onr
knowledge, but with studions preeautions against onr
becoming acquainted with their extent, and that they
are now launched forth, manned and equipped, and
are ready to start on some hostile project.

Looking therefore to the certainty of these equip-
ments, to the intelligence received on the one hand
that this Island is to be the destination of the
Armament, and the Rajah of Kedah the object of
it—and on the other, which I think the more correct,
that Salengore is the ohject, 1 think they cannat
be viewed with indifference, or without impressing on
us the conviction that such floating expeditions onght
not to be permitted to assemblo exciting not only
alarm at this Settlement for the moment, but rendering
ns continually liable to the same result.

In a Minute which 1 recorded under date the
16th September 1823 * 1 deprecated the Siamese
azcendancy on the Western side of the Malay Peninsula,
in the expectation that they would thus be enabled to
establish as they have now done a Naval Force. 1
calculated then on the Employment of such Force
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against their Birman Enemies; but the Effect is the
eame if it is to be divected against British Interests,
which any invasion of Salengore or other States in the
Straits of Malncen must necessarily be considersd.

Regarding the general objects of policy which the
President has discussed at length in his Minute, I beg
to express my entire concurrence in their justice and
propriety, and with reference to the Miniutes which 1
had the honor to record on this Question two years
ago, 1 take this opportunity of repeating my decided
eonviction that nothing short of the actual restoration
of the Malay Government to Kedah, guaranteed by our
protection, will ever be effectunl to secure the tran-
quillity and prosperity of that Country.

(Signed) W. A. CLUBLEY
19th May 15825,

THE BOARD unanimonsly concurs in the neces-
sity and propriety of continuing a vigilant superinten-
dence over the movements of the Rajah of Ligore's
Armament and of continuing unrelaxed the precau-
tionary measures already adopted for the safety of this
Settlement, for the purpose of allaying the apprehen-
gions of the Native Inhahitants.
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THE PRESIDENT lays before the Board the
following Documents—Nos. 1 to 5.

RAJAH of LIGOR.

Neo. 1.
Translation

of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Honble.
Hobert Fullerton Esquire, Governor of Pulo Penang.

( After Compliments. )

May my friend know that with respect to Captain
Burney’s being sent to consider upon all business, 1
was excessively delighted, for I am very desirous to
prolong and encrease friendship: I sentn letter by
China Achong stating that I was coming to Quedah to
be near my friend, in order that intercourse may be
easy, and that business may be conducted with facility.
The cause of my delay has been an attack of
fover and ague, but 1 am now arrived at Traang and

am coming to Quedah agreeably to the letter sent by
China Achong,

I have heard that some Malays and Chinese have
been carrying varions false intelligence in order to
excite suspicion in my friend. The Country of Siam
has long been on friendly terms with the English and
Commerce has been conducted. The Siamese will buy
many sorts of English Goods and consider how friend-
ship may be prolonged and extended, and trade and
intercourse continue.

When I sent people before, my friend received
them with pleasure, and furnished them with a place
to reside in. 1 was very happy. If my friend sends
any person here, he will be received in a proper
manner agreeably to the rules of friendship.

When I arrive at Quedal, I will send a letter to
give notice, and any business that may be wished to
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be discussed will be finally settled, that a better and
more friendly understanding than formerly may be
promoted. My friend and 1 have been conducting a
correspondence, but we have not been personally
scquainted or conversed together. If we could meet
and converse, it would be much better, in order that
friendship and regard might be established, that thers
wight be mutual confidence for the time to come.

If congistent with the enstoms of the English, to
come and meet me at Quedah, do my friend come and
meet me, and form a durable friendship, as herein
mentioned. If not agreeable to the English customs to
come, my friend may send a confidential person, in
order that we may consider the road of friendship and
amicable intercourse,

I send my friend a piece of wearing cloth as a
specimen of Siamese Manufacture, and as a token of
friendship. E

With respect to this letter which 1 send and is
written in Malay as those in future will be, if the
Malay Writer commits a mistake or writes contrary to
the cnstoms of the English, or in any other way errs,
do not let my friend be suspicious. If my friend has
any doubts upon any parts of my letters, will he send
me a letter and acquaint me,

When Koon Aksorn and Solyman have arrived at
Pulo Penang and delivered this letter, let my friend
reply to the letter agreeably to the rules of friendship.

Dated Wednesday 11th Day of the 6th Month
Year Fowl,

A true Translation

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr, to Govt.
Penang
13 May 1825.
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MEMORANDUM.

The following remarks on the above letter are
necessary. 1st. It is written in a particnlarly con-
cilistory style. 2d. From the remarks of the Malay
Writer, probably making mistakes or writing impro-
perly, it appears to me pretty certain that His Highness
has been informed of the impression excited by a
former letter, 1t is not difficult to conjecture who his
Correspondent ie, doubtless a Chinese; 3nl. The
Envoys when last here, hinted at the probability of the
Governor’s going to Kedah to meet the Rajah. They
were plainly and decidedly told that was quite out of
the question ; the present invitation is therefore given,
without any expectation of its being accepted. A
letter has also been received from the Son of the Rajah
addressed to Captain Burney. It is very civil; but
His Highness had been some time since advised that
Captain Burney had proceeded to Bengal.

The intelligence of the confinement of Achong
and Boomi had reached His Highness's ears although his
Agents did not allude to it. This no doubt prevented
the letter requesting permission for the fleet to pass

throngh this Harbour to attack Salengore from being
sent ab present,

The Rajah takes no notice of the Honorable the
Governor's letter of the 18 February or of the com~
munications made to the same Envoys who brought
the present letter, for the purpose of being stated to
the Rajah.

The Envoys bronght a piece of Silk Cloth with
Compliments from the Rajah to the Malay Translator
to Government, and he desired them to say he was
very anxious to see him, enquired about his family &ea, \
His Highness has, of late been profuse in his Compli=
ments and presents to the Translator.

(Signed) JOBN ANDERSON

Malay Transr. to Govt.
The 13 May 1825. :
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RAJAH of LIGORE.

majshofligers N, 2

13 May.

Translation

of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Honourable
Robert Fullerton, Governor of Pulo Penang.

{ After Compliments, )

With respect to the English going to attack Awva,
there has never existed o good understanding between
Ava and Siam. The Sinmese are very glad that the En-
glish have got hold of the Burmah Countries adjoining
the Siamese territory, because, as it has become an En-
glish Country, it will be very convenient to trade with
facility. 1 am very anxious to be on very intimate
terms of friendship with the English, wherefore 1 am
about to consider of preparing some things to send to
the English Chief who is in charge of Changong
{Rangoon). I therefore enqguire of my friend, whether
my friend thinks this would be advisable. If my
friend is willing I will send, if not I will wait. If
he is pleased that I should send there, I request
he will inform me how many great men are at
Rangoon, and their names. I beg he will write to
me and let me know, and send me alzo a Certificate
which I may forward with my Prow. Every thing
relating to this I have mentioned to Koon Aksorn and
Che Solyman—every circumstance connected there-
with, and [ request my friend will give them a meeting
two or three times, in order that they may give certain
intelligence, so that friendship may be prolonged.

Dated Wednesday 11th of the 6th Month Year Fowl,
A True Treanslation

(Bigned ) JOHN ANDERSON.
Malay Transr, to Govt.
Penang
the 13 May 1825,
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RAJAH of LIGORE to the RAJAH of QUEDAH.

No. 3.
Translation
of & letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Rajah of
Quedah.

The Rajah of Quedah sent us a letter requesting
us to intercede with the Emperor for his return to
Quedah, and reassume his Government. We soma
time ago senta reply to say we would solicit the
Emperor to that effect, and whatever reply we should
receive would be communicated, in order that the
Rajali of Quedah might be made fully acquainted with
all circumstances. In consequence of the death of
my Child the reply has been delayed ; but now the
Emperor of his favor, has ordered his Minister to direct
us to come down to Quedah for the purpose of con-
sulting upon the business of the Rajah of Quedah, and
settling it ; and if the Rajah of Quedah is disposed to
place confidence in the Emperor of Siam to make
arrangements for his returning to Quedah to reside
there.

Formerly the Rajah of Quedah said he would wait
for a reply from the Capital, wherefore we send notice
to him previously, and when we reach Quedah, we
will take the subject into consideration. We will
also consider any wishes expressed by the Rajah of
Quedah, in order to give effsct to the orders which the
Emperor has of his favor been pleased to send to us,
to enable the Rajah of Quedah to return to his Country,
and continue on a friendly footing as formerly.

Wednesday 11th of the Month Year Fowl.

Srd. of May 1825,

A true Translation
(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON

Penang Malay Transr. to Govt.
the 13: May 1825,
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There are two Arabic wonls added at the end of
the letter signifying * Attend to or hear these words.”
My writer gives it as his opinion that this is a cantion,
as he knows the writer of the letter to have been in
the Rajal’s employ, and friendly to him.

( Signed) J. A,
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TO THE RAJAH OF LIGORE.

No. 4.
Letter
from the Honorable the Governor to the Rajah of Ligore.

I have received my friend’s letters brought by his
fnvoys Kun Aksorn and Solyman. As my friend's
Envoys have nothing particular besides to communicata,
I have directed them to return forthwith (as they
represent that my friend was to leave Traang to-day)
in order that they may convey to me the intelligonce
of my friend’s arrival at Quedah.

It is very true that reports have been brought to
me, and apparently not without foundation, that my
friend has been some time at Traang, equipping an
Armament, and as he did not send me any commumni-
cation of such being in progress, or of the object and
destination of it, nor even alludes to it in the letter now
sent, it is natural that I should regard such prepara-
tions with suspicion, it being contrary to custom for
States professing amity to make such preparations
in the immediate vicinity of a British Port, without
giving due notice thereof.

When intelligence reaches me of my friend’s
arrival at Quedah, 1 will consider about sending an
Agent to meet him.

( Signed ) R. FU LLERTON
Gavernor,

Tha 12 May 1825,
(A True Copy)

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transe, to Govt.
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THE SON of the RAJAH of LIGORE st QUEDAH.

No. 5.

Translation
of a letter from the Baginda Muda, Son of the Rajah
of Ligore at Quedah, to the Malay Translator Yo

Government.
(After Compliments,)

The two letters which my friend sent by the
Commander of the Cruizer have reached me, and [
understand their contents. [ was about to reply to
the letters more particularly, but the Rajah of Ligore
is expected here immediately. When he arrives, [
will lay these two letters before him, and whatever
directions he may give on the subject, 1 will com-
municate to my friend accordingly, and settle de-
finitely afterwards. Thursday of the 6th Month, 11th
Day in the Year Fowl.

A True Transzlation

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.

The 13 May 1825.

Note. The letters to which the above is a reply
velated to the prohibition st Quedah against the
Fxport of Grain, and an attack upon some Malay
Prows by Siamese Boats to the Northward.
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THE SECRETARY reports that the following
letter having been cireulated and approved by the
Members of the Board, was addressed to the Right
Honorable the Governor General in Council, and
Copies of the above Papers, and the several reports
and informations relative to the Armament prepared
by the Rajah of Ligore at Traang and other places,
were at the same time transmitted to the Supreme
Government,

TO THE GOVR. GENERAL IN COUNCIL,

No. 523,
To THE RIGHT HONORABLE
WILLIAM PITT LORD AMHERST
Governor General in Council
FORT WILLIAM,
My Lord,

In our address of the 28 February last, we in-
formed your Lordship in Conneil of the preparations
making at Traang and other Ports by the Rajah of
Ligore, avowedly for the purpose of attacking Perak
and Balengore. These prepamtions have procesded
rapidly, and have been carried on to an extent
apparently beyond their avowed object, and varions
reports having reached us thro' the Nakodahs of Prows
and other persons arriving from those Ports, that this
Island was the real object of the Armament, we
deemed it necessary to institute an enquiry on the
subject, The result of the information is contained
in the annexed docoments. The substance corresponds
exactly with that submitted by the Resident of Singa-
pore in November 1823 in respect to a then con-
templated attack, namely that it was projected in
communication with certain Chinese Inhabitants of
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this place, and principally on the present occasion
with a person of the name of Achong, who was
employed by Captain Burney on a Message to Ligore,
The information bearing upon that part of the subject
will be found in the Enclosures No. 3A. The matter
has been submitted for the investigation of the
Magistrates, and would appear to be considered un-
founded,

2. Under existing cirenmstances, it cartainly

appears improbable that a Siamese Authority would
meditate an attack on a British Settlement, yet when
we consider the daring and intriguing character of the
Rajah of Ligore, the anxiety evinced to get possession
of the person of the King of Quedah, added to the
certainty that a very large fleet and force have been
prepared ; we have not considered it prudent entirely
to disregard these rumours, and have accordingly
made the best precantionary arrangements in onr
power by detaining the Felicitas nntil the return of
the Hired Brig Minerva, which with the Hired Vesuels
named in the margin, establishes a line of communica—
tion from this Island to Quedah, These precantions we
have deemed the more necessary from the absence of
any rvegular Marine force, and considering that the
Troops on the Island are, by the detachment of 100
men to Malacea, and the incomplete state of the Local
Corps, considerably under the nsual complement,

3. We are perfectly aware of the policy of main-
taining amicable relations with our Sinmese neighbours
as far as possible, but the establishment by a Siamese
State of a fleet of 300 Prows capable of carrying from
20 to 50 men each on this side of the Malay Peninsula,
must place the whole of our Ssttlements in the St.mii:u
in some degree of danger: and we, therefore, submit
the expediency of materially strengthening the Military
and Marine FEstablishments of this Presidency, in
order that means may eventually be taken in case of
actual or menaced aggression, to remove the danger
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inseparable from such a foree being at large in the
Btraits.

4. Wae have the honor to enclose copies of letters
received from the Rajah of Ligore sent by two Envoys
on the 12 Instant, but as it did not appear they had
any thing particular to communicate, thay wera
dispatched the following day with the reply. A letter
wns also brought to the Ex-King of Quedah,
inviting him to return to his Government, to which
under apprehended treachery it does not appear to ba
His Majesty's intention to aceede. On the arrival of
the Ligore Rajah at Quedah, it is our intention to
depute an Agent to communicate with him, and to
require explanation as to the object and intention of
the Armament prepared.

We have &e.
(Signed) R. FULLERTON
", W. A. CLUBLEY
- It. IBBETSON
Fort Cormwallis

the 14 May 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 19 May 1825,

To
G. SWINTON Esquire
Seery. to the Govt,
FORT WILLIAM,
Sir,

I have the honor to annex for the information of
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council
copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to the
Siamese Minister. [ have endeavoured to suit the
language of this communication to the actual cir-
cumstances of our situation, and trust that in the state-
ments which I have made, 1 shall not be considered ti
have overstept the limits of my Authority. With
respect to the present of the brass ordnance in particu-
lar, T have been induced to transmit these from being
confidentially informed that the King ot Siam was
particularly anxious to possess them—that we had
including those lately bronght from Bensoolen a num-
ber of spare brass cannon at the Settlement. but stil!
more from a desire of following np the policy of
supplying the Siamese with five-nrms, and which seems
to have been attended with favorable consequences in
assuring their confidence and exciting them to take
an active share in the war.

1 have &e. &e, &e,
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD
Resident,
Singapore
30 April 1825.
True Copies
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD
Resident,
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THE LETTER of J. CRAWFURD Esquire
Resident of Singapore to His Excellency the Chao
Pya Prah-Klang Chao Kun Kosa.

Your Excellency’s letters, one of which is dated the
17th of January, and the other the 18th of February,
have both reached me in safety. The assurances of
support and assistance to our Nation in the conduct of
the war against our common enemy the Burmans,
which His Majesty has been pleased to make in these
communications, have been received with the most
lively satisfaction and I have communicated to the
Right Honorable the Governor General without loss of
time, the friendly inteutions of His Majesty, The
Siamese and the English are now acting as one people,
Their interests are the same, and they will be equal
gainers by the subjugation of the Burmans. [ read
with pleasure in your Excellency’s letter that you
are in communication with the Commander in Chief
of the Rangoon Army who is in the entire confidence
of the Governor General and who will uot fail to
explain to you all the views and sentiments of His
Exeellency. T beg you to assist him with Elephants,
with Oxen and other Cattle for Carringe, as well as
with provisions ; for it is these we chiefly require to
transport our Army to Ummerapoorn., Whatever is
supplied will be paid for according to our custom, and
any receipt for the same which shall be furnished by
the Commander in Chief of the Rangoon Army or other
British Officer under his command will if not sooner
paid be discharged by me either at this place or at
Bangkok as may he most agreeable to Your Excellency
and in Spanish Dallars,

Besides the Army of Rangoon two other Armies
have invaded the Burman territories ; one through
Avracan and the other through Assam, and by accounts
received from Caleutta, the latter had captured Rung-

pore, the Chief City of the Country of Assam on the
17 February.
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By the last acconnts from Hangoon | hear with
pleasnre that the deputies of the Mon nation living
under the protection of Sinm had waited upon the
General commanding the Rangoon Army, offering
assistance and stating that they did so by command ot
the King, and in token of his friendship.

I have received 1,080 Piculs of Sugar as a pre-
sent, and beg now to forward to His Majesty two brass
cannon being 12 pounder pieces, sach as the English
use in the field, with & pair of Mirrors. These are
presents from the Governor General to his Majesty.
1 beg also to send for yourself a pair of Mirrors, a
Cashmere shawl and 31 strings of coral ns a mark of
friemdship.

(Bigned) J. CRAWFURD,
Reszident,

Singapore
S0th April 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 19 May 1825,

To GEORGE SWINTON Fsiuire
Secry. to the Government

FORT WILLLIAM.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit for the information
of the Right Honorable the Governor General in
Council tranzlation of a  letter received from  the
Siamese Minister on the 10 Instant by the Ship
Carcline and along with it copy of a letter from
Me. Gillies. In reference Lo these documents, 1 do nots
hesitate to submit to the Right Honorable the
Governor General in Couneil that under all the cie-
cnmstances of our present situation in relation to the
Court of Siam, 1 am disposed entirely to vely on the
assurances now given of co-operation and assistanee.
I propose in a few days to nddress the Siamese
Minister and to take additional measures for confirming
and strengthening the confidence and good disposition
at present evineed by the Government of Siam.

The three English vessels which lately wvisited
Bangkok have all quitted the place, leaving, however,
Mr, Gillies and another English Merchant there with
a large stock of goods. This step which has been
taken with the entire assent of the Sinmese Govern-
ment appears to me to be well calenlated to inspive
the Siamese with just views of the friendly senti-
ments which we entertain in regard to them.

It will be perceived by the letter of Mr. Gillies
that a considerable present has been made on the part
of the King of Siam in return for the fire-arms pre-
sented in the name of the Right Honorable the Gov-
ernor General in Council in the Month of October last.
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These presents have been sold and the proceeds, about
G000 Spanish Dollars, carried to the publie account,
8o that the whole charge to the Government will not
exceed 3,500 Spanizsh Dollars,

I hove &e., &e., &e.
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD,

Resident.

Singapore

20 April 1525,
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THE LETTER of CHAO PIA PRAH-KLANG
first Minister to HIS MAJESTY the KING of SIAM to
JOHN CRAWFURD Ezquire, Resident of Singapore.

Your letter has been received wherein yon mention
that the Englizh are at War with the Burmans, that
Rangoon is captured, that the Burmans attacked the
English at Rangoon but were defeated, that the Eng-
lish had taken Cheduba, Ramree, and Negrais, that
Troops were sent to Martaban, Mergui and Tavoy, that
the English Commanders are well aware that we
intend to aid the English. and that the Governor
General having sent to you 1,000 Muskets for His
Majesty, yon have sent them by Mr. Gillies, along
with a gold wateh and six Catties of Coral.

Omne of your letters states that if we would help
vour nation against the Burmans, they would be
obliged to ns, and I have written to yon before on the
subject.

The Siamese and English have been for a long
time great friends with each other and Commerce
"seems to increase daily, but the Burmans are, and
always have been our great enemies. Formerly we
used to send Chao Pia Maha Yotha the Peguan General
with Troops to the northern provinces to be on the
look out, and to seize all the Burmans that mighs fall
into his hand. But as we now know that the English
are at war with them, we have sent him with a larger
force to protect our northern frontier. His Majesty
has further commanded to be levied more Troops and
to send them townrds the upper provinces. When
Chao Pia Malia Yotha reached Martaban he found the
place was econquered by the Eoglish, so he remains
there. I have sent a person to Chao Pia Maha Yotha
with a letter to the British Commander at Rangoon
but have not received an answer. The people of Pegue
and Tavoy that were here, have all gone back to those
places as they heard that they were under the English.
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Our scouts are all on the alert and they are trying to
get every information in order to distract the Burmans,
All those that wish to go back the King permits to do
s0, and provides them with money, clothes &c., as well
as with an escort that they might reach their Conntry
in safety.

I beg to acknowledge a gold wateh and six catties
of coral, and 1000 Muskets from the Governgr {ieneral
to His Majesty. In return we send you by the
Caroline 1000 piculs of Sugar for the Governor General,
and 80 piculs to yonrself as a token of friendship.

Si-Yuthin
18 Feby. 1823,
A True translation

{ Signed ) J. CRAWFURD
Resident.
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Bang-kok, Siam, March 1825,
JOHN CRAWFURD, Esquire.
My dear Sir,

1 bad the pleasure to address you the 16th
January per Shannon, acquainting you of the safa
arrival and due delivery of all your presents for the
King of Sinm and Prah-Klang brought by [ the ]
(aroline to which I beg to refer you.

I mow beg leave to wait upon you with Bill of
Lading of 1088 Bags of Sugar received from the said
King in return for your presents and shipped per
Caroline, [Capt.] Johnson, to your address, weighing
1080 Piculs as per particulars herewith, 1000 of which
for acconnt of the muoskets and 8D for the coral aml
Gold watch, all valued at 11§ Ticals per pecul.

I beg also to enclose an account of the expanses
on the same, amounting to 423 Tes, for which 1 have
taken the liberty to value on you in favor of Messes.
Morgan Hunter & Co. in $260—say two hundred sixty
Spanish Dollars exchange at 61} cents per tical which
please honor. The same pains having been taken to
select this supar of good quality, as with that more
immediately under my charge. 1 hope it will give
satisfaction, an average muster of which hevewith.

Of the progress of the war we hear nothing which
can be relied upon. On this sabject there are occa-
sional reports, and generally to the disadvantage of
the English, such as the Army being blown up, part
of it taken prisoners, and sent back dreadfully dis-
figured, and others burnt to death, and of its being
completely surrounded in Rangoon without any chance
of escaping ; all which are firmly believed here, and
are considered conclusive of the result of the war.

On the lst February there were two letters
veceived lhere dated Tavey 16 December and 18
January, signed Alexander Balmain, the first addressed
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to the Government of Siam apprising them that
certain districts which were lately taken from the
Burmans are now under the protection of the English
and desiring them not to take any more Prisoners
from these places, and requesting the immediate
release of 107 persons already taken under the pro=
tection of the British fag, and in violation of the
friendship existing between the two Countries: the
latter acknowledging the receipt of one man with
a flag from a party of Sinmese. These lotters not
being correctly translated at ficst put the great people
here in some fear but soon recovered on the contents
of them being correctly stated to them:. The Prali-
Klang after communicating the above intellizence to
me, said, that these prisoners were taken by mistake
not knowing that the place was in possession of the
English, which would be avoided in future. He said
that the King had given express directions to the
King of Ligore and others, to furnish the English with
Boats and every other necessary they might réquire to
prosecute the war up the country, and asked me if
they would aceept of them. 1 answered that | thonght
they would, and be much obliged to the King for
them. He also asked me if they, the Government of
Siam, could send a letter to the General Commanding
the Army at Rangoon. [ answered in the affirmative,
and offered to give them a letter of introduction to
him if they would inform me of the nature of their
dispateh, but to this no answer was returned,

L am told that a letter to the following import has
been written by His Majesty to Burma. * It ja true
we have long been at varinnce, but let us now forget
all past injuries and join to oppose the Ereat enemy :
he is already in gour Country, and we know that if he
overcomes you, he will next take care of us, whether
wo remain his friends or not.” It is also said that
they have written o similar letter to the Commander in

Chief of the English sgainst the Burmans, These
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reports 1 give vou as I hear them but what credit
may be due to them, I leave it to your judgment.

Within the last few days I have been informed
that an expedition was sent from hence lately for the
purpose of attacking Salengore and Perm, in conjunc-
tion with the King of Ligore.

We are very anxious here to know something of
what is going on at the seat of war and not less so for
its speedy and favorable termination. Any inacouracies
which may be found in this epistle I beg you will have
the goodness to excuse.

I am with much respect
My Dear Sir &e.™
( Signed ) JOHN GILLIES

P.S.  Since writing the preceding 1 have seen a pass
given by Colonel Waterman to a Burman Family to
protect them, but have notwithstanding been made
prisoners and brought here.

( Signed ) JOHN GILLIES
March 17th 1825,

[ have heard it reported that accounts are this
instant received of the Capture of Amarapura, which [
hope will turn out true and upon which I beg to con-
gratulate you. Remuining always

My Dear Sir &e.
( Signed ) JOHN GILLIES.
{ True Copies )
( Signed ) J, CRAWFURD Resident.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 24 May 1525,

AT A SPECIAL COUNCIL—Present
THE HONORABLE ROBERT FULLERTON
Governor—President
WILLIAM ARMSTRONNG CLUBLEY Ezquire
and
ROBERT IBBETSON Esquire.

Approved the Proceedings of the 19th Instant.
PUBLIC.

IN CONSEQUENCE of the receipt of reports
from the Superintendant of Point Wellesley, in charge
of the Squadron of Observation to the northward : and
of the Arrival of Envoys with letters from the Rajah of
Ligore, this SPECIAL COUNCIL was called for the
purpose of deliberating upon the further measures
necessary to ba adopted.

READ the following letter from the Superinten-
dant of Point Wellesley, transmitting a report from the
Commander of the Hired Schooner Cemmerve.
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SUPT. OF POINT WELLESLEY

Tao
JOHN ANDERSON Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government.
Sir,

1 lost no time in transmitting for the information
of the Honorable the Governor in Couneil, the aceom-
panying letter from Captain Hoberts, of the Hirved
Schooner Commerce. The 100 Prahus alluded to in
his letter ave e=aid to ba at a short distance to the
Northward of Purlis: T am now proceeding towands

that quarter, and it shall be my duty to see them into
Dnedah River,

I have &e. &e.
( Signed ) A. D. MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesley
H. C. Brig Jessy
May the 22d
3 AM
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To A. D. MAINGY Esquire

Superintendant of Point Wellesley
&0, &e. &
Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that we anchored
off Trang River late last evening afler a tedious
passage of 6 days, occasioned from oup experiencing
nothing but light airs and calins the whole time. and
at day light this morning perceived about two hundred
Siamese Boats, capable of containing from 80 to 90
men each at an ancher in a direct line off the Mouth
of the River, At 9 ADM. three Guns were fired
successively from one of the Boats, upon which the
whole of them mada sail to the Southward. :

Supposing the object on which T was sent fully
acc mplished, weighed and made sail, with an jnten-
tion of returning to you, to report the same with all
possible dispatch.

At 11 AM. we were boarded by a Siamese Boat
having 5 head men on board who were very friendly,
and wished me to write and mention that the Rajah of
Ligore had been down at Trang about 10 days, but
that he this morning had embarked for Quedah, hav-
ing with him, as stated by them, only one hundred
Prows, large and emall, They expressed themselves
as coming from the Rajah, and the great friendship
entertained by His Highness for the English, and
not to credit a report which had come to their know-
ledge of their intending an attack upon Penang ; they
also mentiongd the Rajal's intention of touching at all
the Ports between this and Quedal, They mentioned
as o great wish of the Rajal’s that the Honorable the
Governor should be made acquainted of His Highness

being at Quedah,
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[ send this by the Prow attached to the Schooner
for greater dispatch, being confident of her reaching
vou some days previous to us, should we experience
the same weather as we have hitherto.

I am &e. &e.
(Signed) H. H. ROBERTS
Commander of H. C, Hired

' Schooner Commerce.

H. C. Schooner Commerce
Pule Telibon E, } N,
Wednesday 18th May 1825,

UPON WHICH The Honble. the President re
conds the following Memorandum.
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MEMORANDUM by the PRESIDENT.

Having received a report from the Commander of
the Schooner Commerce, annonncing that he had seen
200 Prows coming ont of Trang River, and that he
had ascertained that 100 more had accompanied the
Rajah of Ligore from that place for Qunedab, 1 now
sabmit to the Board the outline of the measures |
propose to pursue.  Mr. Maingy will proceed to
Quedah and deliver the letter already prepared, re-
monstrating in the first instance, against the attack on
Salengore ; demanding explanation in respect to the
Armament prepared : and distinctly announcing that
it cannot be allowed to approach this Island. On Mr.
Maingy leaving Quedah, he will give the requisite
instructions to the persons Commanding the Armed
Vessels. The Minepva having avrived will be added
to the number, and every means taken to make them
as strong as possible. Should the fest remain at
Quedah it must be obvious the constant danger of
attack will prove harrassing to our Troops, and may at
last affect the seenrity of the Tsdand,

Should the Rajah delay the distinet manifestation
of his object, it will be Necessary as o measure of self
defence to concert with the Commanding Officer the
best mode of attacking the Prows. and if possible,
disabling them, for the present at least, from the
power of doing further mischief,

(Signed ) R. FULLERTON
23d May 1825,

THE SECRETARY reports that the necessary
orders ware issued in conformity to the above Memo-
random ; to the Master Attendant to Prepare aml
dispateh the H. C. Hired Brig Minerva to the ent rnce
of the Harbour, and to the Smn-fu-r-prrr to ship 10
days Provisions and Water on boanl that Vessel for
210 Native Soldiers, hnlf Musselmans and half Hindoos ;
also for 10 European Actillery men, to be hereafter
distributed amongst the several Vessels if required,



Supt. of Point
Wellesley, in
charge of the
Sguadron of
observation—22
May 1825,

[171]
SUPT. of POINT WELLESLEY.

L )

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government.,

Sir,

I had this morning the honor to transmit to you,
for the information of the Honorable the Governor in
Couneil, a dispateh from Captain Roberts, the Com-
manier of the Hired Schooner Commerce, dated off
Teang, the 18th instant. The Commerce has just
joined the Homble. Company’s Brig Jessy, and 1 now
forward a copy of Captain Roberts's letter, lest any
aceident or detention should have attended the Prow
by which the original was sent,

I have not been able to collect any additional in-
formation from Captain Roberts ; he, however, nssures
nie, that the number of Prows seen by him off Trang
must have amounted to two lnndred, that they all

appeared large, many of them about the size of the
Commerce,

The Rajah of Ligore's object for touching at the
different  places between Trang and Quedah, iz to

collect such Prows as are already equipped at thesa
Ports,

Under the uncertainty, therefore, of what the
Linjal’s intentions may be, and the strong Armament he
is bringing with him, 1 have deemed it most advisabla
to stand to the Southward with the Honble. Company’s
Brig Jessy, the two Hired Schooners and How Boat.
It is not my intention to proceed beyond Purlis, but
to crnize in that guarter until we fall in with the
Sinmese fleet, which we are very coertain of doing ;
it ghall then %e my object to attend to all their
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movements and in the event of their proceeding
further to the Spathwuwrd than Quedah, I shall not fail
to afford the Honorable the Governor in Council
the earliest information of such being the cnse,
but strictly attend to the onders conveyed in your
letter of the 3d. May.
[ have &o. &e. &e.
(Signed) A, D. MAINGY

supt. of Point Welleslay,

H. C. Brig Jessy

May the 224 1525.
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SUPT. of POINT WELLESLEY.

To,
JOHN ANDERSON Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government.
Sir,

My letters of yesterday will have made the Honor-
able the Governor in Council acquainted with the
departure of the Siamese Fleet from Trang, and of its
approach towards Quedah. [ have now the honor to
report, that at Jeast 100 Prows belonging to the Rajah
of Ligore yesterday entered Quedah River, 79 of them
were seen by the Commander of ths Hired Schooner
* John de Brias "—and we reckoned fourteen more of
them, The size of those we had an opportunity of
judging of might be from 15 to 20 Tons, and 1

am given to understand they are mostly about this
measurement.

Having stood cloce towards the Town of Quedal,
and the wind becoming light, the Squadron came to
an anchor, and shortly afterwands we were boarded by
a large Sinmese Boat containing some principal
Sinmese : One of them Chom Cha Pulo Pak stated
that he had been sent by the Rajah of Ligore, who had
that morning arrived at Quedah, to ascertain the
cause of our visit, and whether we had been sent by
the Governor of Penang. Captain Poynton in reply,
informed them that he was cruizing in search of
Pirates, and that having heard of the Rajal's arrival at
Quedah, he was anxious to pay him a visit,

A great deal of general conversation took place.
which principally had reference to the progress of the
War against the Burmahs, The Siamese enquired very
minutely of Captain Poynton respecting what he had
seen and done when at Rangoon. They were also
anxious to know what had taken Captain Burney to

Caleutta, and mentioned that the Rajah regretted his
absence,
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We now alluded to the object of the Rajah's visit
to Quedah, and of his bringing so large a force with
him: to this Chum Cha Pulo Pak replied that it
was usual for such great men as the Rajah of Ligore
to be attended with many followers, and that he and
every ome else were ignorant what might be the
Rajal's future intentions, as they were as yet un-
kuown. Atfter having made this remark. he im-
mediately observed that there were a number of wicked
and bad people who spread false reports regnling the
Rajah of Ligore, and that the Rajah’s object for coming
to Quedah was to obtain, if possible, a meeting with
the Governor of Penang, or with one of the Governo’s
Confidentinl Agents, in order to arrange some matters
regarding the trade between Penang and Quedah, and
to assure the Governor of his great esteem and regand
for him, and that after having done this, the Rajah
would return to Ligore,

Captain Poynton then stated that he wonld wait
upon the Rajah the following morning amd that Mp.
Maingy who was on boaxd the vessel in search of health
and amunsement, would accompany him. A wish was
expressed by the Siamese that the Commanders of the
different Vessels shonld attend, but this invitation was
politely declined.

[ trust that my landing at Quedah will meet with
the approval of the Honorable the Governor in Council,
my visit will most probably be attended with some
advantage : 1 shall at least be able to form a correct
iden of the strength of the Armament now in Quedah
River, and possibly discover its future destination.

I have &e. &e. &eo.
(Signed) A. D. MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesley
H. C. Brig Jessy

Quedah Ropds
May the 23d. 7 AM.



Swpt. of Point
Wallealey In
charge of the
sgquadren of
obsorvation
24 May 1825,

| 175 ]
SUPT. of POINT WELLESLEY.

To .
JOHN ANDERSON Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government
Sir,

With reference to my letter of yesterday | have
now the lionor to report for the information of the
Honorable the Governor in Council that Captain
Poynton and myself landed at Quedah yesterday
morning at abont ¥ o'clock, and that we were received
on quitting our Boat with much apparent ceremony
and attention by several of the principal Sinmese, with
a large retinue of followers all dressed in Red Jackets,
who escorted us into the Fort, where we found the
Rajah of Ligore prepared to meet us. His Highness
at onee recognized Captain Poynton and expressed great
satisfaction at his having come on shore to visit him.

The conversation was at first very much con-
strained and confined to some commeonplace observa-
tions, but upon the Rajah perceiving that we were
(uite disposed to converse as friends, that we had not
come to him as Agents from the Governor of Penang,
but merely with an intention of paying him a com-
plimentary visit, he laid aside all his reserve, and
vequested us to seat ourselves close to him. His
enquiries were most particular respecting the progress
of the War against the Burmahs, and he took particu-
lar pains to assure us that it was a source of the
wreatest sotisfaction to the Siamese that the Britizh
Government had been able to punish so insolent and
arrogant a Monarch as the King of Ava, who had al-
ways been an Enemy of the Siamese, and with whom
it was impossible to live on friendly terms.

"The Rajah made Captain Poynton describe to him
a grent many times, the mode of attack adopted by
the British Army in taking the Burmah Forts, and
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evinced not only some surprize, but something almost
amounting to mortification, that Captain Poynton
should express himself with so much contempt re-
garding o Nation, that had so frequently overcome the
Siamese Armies,

The Rajah was most anxious to know what had
become of Captain Burney, and expressed great regret
that he had not had an opportunity of seeing him,
as he entertained the greatest esteem for that officer :
but he stated that when he received Captain Burney's
letter from Traang, he was in the deepest distress
on account of the loss of one of his Children, and
that had Captain Barney called at Traang on his
return from Pungal, he wonld have found Elephants
and an Escort waiting to convey him to Ligore.
1 then aequainted His Highness that | was a very
intimate friend of Captain Burney’s, that T had always
understood His Highness had been unwilling to allow
that Officer to proceed to Ligore, and that the letters
Hiz Highness had addressed to the Honomable the
Governor stated that he wounld give Captain  Burney
meeting at Quedah only. His Highness said this was
very true, but that he had nevertheless sent Elephants
and an Escort to Traang for Captain Burney, and
further stated that when that Gentleman returned
from Caleutta, if' the Governor shonld be desirous of
sending him to Bangkok. he would be most happy
to get him conveyed there, which would be attended
with no difficulty.

His Highness expressed great apprehension that
the falze and idle reports which he well knew were
«circulated in Penang by his enemies, and by the timid
Chnliahs and Malays might tend to prevent the Honor-
able the Governor from considering him as his friend,
and from placing confidence in his assurances ; he also
added he was aware it was supposed he intended to
attack Penang ; that such an idea was nbsurd.  In the
dirst place, he had no force equal to make such an
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attempt, and he was nob so ignorant as to be unac-
quainted with our great superiority, an obsereation
Captain Poynton confirmed by describing how easily
the largest Birmah War Boats were destroyved at
Rangoon, and which were in every respect better
manned and equipped than the Prows belonging to
His Highness: besides, His Highness stated that he
had received from the King of Siam, who had sent one
of his principal men to accompany him, and who was
then seated on the Rajal’s left hand, the most positive
amd strict orders to ba most guarded in his conduoct
towards the British Government, snd to avoid by
every means in his power giving the Government of
Penang any cause for complaint, lest it should tend to
interrupt the friendship and good understanding that
now so happily subsisted between the British and
Siamese. His Highness particularly requested me to
assure the Governor that he should ever find his con-
duet towards him most friendly and sinecere ; and on
my assuring His Highness that 1 would do so,
I remarked that the Governor of Penang would most
probably ask me several questions which as vet I was
unable to answer, and would thevetore take the liberty
of putting them to him. The first was the object of
his visit to Quedah. In reply to this, he declared,
that his only motive for coming there was in the
hopes of seeing the Governor, but, as he found this,
from what 1 hind mentioned to him to be impracticable,
he would hevenfter asf’the Governor to send a con-
fidential Agent to meet him, but that, at present, he
was not anxiouns that one should be sent, ss he was
likely to mnke some stay at Quedah, and that when he
conveyed such a request, he was desirons that I
should be employed on the occasion, and that no one
else should be deputed. My second question was the
cause of His Highness bringing so great a number
of Prows with him. In reply, His Highness stated,
that he required o large fleet to protect his line of
Coast, and that many of the Prows were constructed
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before the English went to war with the Birmahs,
when a strong force was required to guard Junk Ceylon.
1 observed, that these precautions were no longer
necessary, which he admitted, bat replied that it was
an established custom with great Chiefs, not to move
without a large retinue. I however remarked that so
large an assemblage of Prows in the immediate
neighbourhood of a British Settlement would wmost
probably call for explanation, that unless the explana-
tion given proved satisfactory that condiality which
His Highness professed himself so desirous of main-
taining with the English might be interrupted. Upon
this His Highness renewed his former protestations
and declared that I was at perfect liberty to inspect his
Fort, and examine his Fleet, and several times repeated
that T might assure the Governor of Penang, so
desivous was His Highness of continning on the most
friendly terms with him, that none of his Prows shonld
ever procesd to the Sonthward of Quedah, without his
previonsly apprizing the Governor of the number that
were about to be sent, and of the purport of their
voyage :  His Highness also added, that whenever he
might have oceasion to dispateh two or three Prows
to purchase Merchandize at Penang, he wonld even
then not fail to communicate his intention. As this
declaration appeared to me to be of considerable
importance, | repeated his own words and requested
His Highness to state whether | understood him
corvectly ; he replied that I did, and that such a line of
conduet was the strongest proof he could evinee of his
friendly disposition towards the Government of Penang.,

I took an opportunity of informing His Highness
that the British Government had taken possession of
Malacea and its Dependencies, and that amongst other
réports that had reached Penang, it was said that the
Armament His Highness had lately collected was
destined to attack Salengore: this observation was
purposely allowed to pass unnoticed and as my visib
was merely complimentary, 1 was unwilling to repeat it.
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Having now been with the Rajah of Ligove up-
wards of four hours, we took our departure, and
availed ourselves of the permission he had granted
ns to visit his Aest ; we rowed upwands of a mila up the
River and reckoned no less than 106 large Armed
Prows afloat, besides 12 of a smuller size, and thera
were 8 hanled on shore, but not veady for Sea. The
'rows are mostly about 20 Tons burthen, have a
strong stockade built in their Bows and all carry a
long nine or twelve pounder, and some fow wers
provided with Rantackers, but not above eight of them,
and these had o double tier of oars. 1 should suppose
that the Crow of each Boat must amount to abont.
forty men, and 1 particularly observed that all the
Prows were well found in muskets, which appeared to
bis of English manutacture,

1 do not imagine that we saw above a thousand or
1200 Siamese on shore, and many of these composed
a part of the Crews of the 'vows.  In conclusion, I
iy not consider that my visit afforded me muoch addi-
tional information regavding the destination of the
Armament ; but my opinion most nnguestionably is,
that it is intended to assist in the attack on Salengore,
antd that the conduct of the Bajah of Ligore towawds
me, was principally influenced by a desire to prevent
my dizcovering the real object of his intentions, and
also that the appearance of the Squadron anchored of
H. €. Brig Jossy (o Mouth of the River, consisting of the vessals nnned
H. Schooner Com-
merce. in the Margin, tended to ensure attention and civility.
Be. John de

Brias

1 have &e. &e.
and Row Boat.

{ Signed) A. D. MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesley
In charge of the Squadron
of Observation.
H. C. Brig Jessy
May the 24: 1825,
off Port Cornwallis,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 24 May 1825,

THE PRESIDENT lays before the Boand the
following translation of a letter received this morning
from the Rajuh of Ligore.

RAJAH OF LIGORE.

Translation
of o letter from the Chow Pya of Ligore to the
Honorable Robert Fullerton Governor of Pulo Penang.

( After Compliments,)

May my friend be informed that I received the
reply which he sent me by Koon Aksorn and Che
Solyman, who returned and met me at Kwala Traang.
I received the letter agreeably to the rules of friend-
ghip. It is mentioned in my friend's letter that when
1 arrive at Quedah, 1 am desired to acquaint my
friend.  All the other points referved to in that letter
1 fully comprehend.

At the time I deseended the River and was about
to mnke sail, 1 observed the Cruizer which was at
anchor near Tanjong Puli, Palo Tellibong, and T sent
gome Chiels to wait upon the Commander and request
him to come and meet me; but the Captain of the
vessel said he wans going onaoernize. 1 should be
concerned if people convey any intelligence ealenlated
Lo eaviie auspivion in the mind of my friend.

The cause of my being rather long on my jonrney
ig, that I am not acenstomed to sailing in Prows, and I
wish to see all the plices ns T pass. 1 therefore send
Koon Aksorn and Che Solyman with a letter to my
friend to let him know. 1 request that they may be
permitted to have an interview with my friend.
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1f my friend could meet-me, 1 should be extremely
happy, and | am surve my friend has a favorable dis-
position towards me.

1 beg that the letter which Koon Aksorn and Che
Solyman now convey, may be replied to with dispateh,
that they may return to Quedah amd [ will send the
news again to my friend when they come back.

| am exceedingly desirous of meeting my friend,
and to establish friendship much more than formerly 5
also, to take into consideration the welfare of both
States, which may extend to Bengal and to forma

permanent friendship between the Siamese and English
Nation.

Dated Wednesday, Tth Month, Year Fowl, or 18th
Many 1825,

A true Translation

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.
Pennng
the 254 May 1825,
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READ the following letter from the Malay Trans-
lator submitting Translation of a letter received this
morning from the Rajah of Ligore to his address,

MALAY TRANSLATOR,

Ta

The Acting Secretary to Government.
i,

In snbmitting for the pernsal of the Honorabls
the Governor in Couneil, the accompanying Transla-
tion of a complimentary letter received this atternoon
from the Chow Pya of Ligore to my address, and
delivered to me by the Envoys Koon Aksorn and Che
Solyman, 1 beg to remark that His Highness has never
before condescended to address me or my predecessor,
and even his Son has usoally replied to my letters
addressed to him by orders of Government throngh
his Prime Minister. All letters from the Embassadors
from this Government, vizt. Captains Lowe, Burney,
&e. to His Highness have been replied to through his
Sons. [ havemever addressed the Chow Pya.

His Highness has of late evinced o vory marked
inclination to pay me Compliments, hy gending pre-
sents and desiving his Envoys to convey his good
wishes to me, and desire to see me. It has been my
anxious endeavour, during all the negotiations to mani-
fest personally a conciliatory disposition, to receive his
Envoys with respect and courtesy, and to t-.n'cuumgu
confidence and good will towards the British Govern-
ment, notwithstanding my persunsion of the in-
sincerity of His Highness, and my private opinions
of his views and policy, which I have never failed to
state to Government,

Of this course of procedure towands his Envoya I
have found the advantage, in acquiring their con-
fidence in some degree, and thereby paining a cledrer
insight into their motives and astions; while by as
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cantious amnd cirenmspeet a line of condvet as my
humble judgment has enabled me to chserve towards
them, 1 have, during the warm discussions which took
place in the late Governor's time, in conveying his
remonstrances and demands for redress, in refusing
interviews, and in dismissing the Envoys as divected,
I have endeavonred to convey the orders with firmness,
unaccompanied by harshness, and left an opening
for amicable negotiation,

Under these cincumstances whatever may be my
tmpression of the views of His Highness, 1 should not
feel any apprehension in accepting His Highness's
invitation, either attended or unattended by an Fseort:
from the consideration of Mr Maingy's deputation
however ((who will no doubt attain every object that
is attainable ) the tender of my gratuitons services on
this occasion (if my public duties lere could even
admit of my absence ) is unnecessary ; although, at the
same time, 1 trost; thot should Government consider
my services likely to be useful, 1 shall always ba
preparved at the shortest notice, to obey any commanda
that may be given to me,

I have &,

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Tranzlator to Govt.
PENANG
23d. May 1825,
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Translation
of a letter from the Chow Pya of Ligore to John
Anderson Esquire, Translator to Government.

( After Compliments.)

May my friend be informed that 1 am on my way
to Quedal, and T dispatch this letter to acquaint him
that T am coming to Quedah, where T expect to arrive
certainly on the 5th day of the 7th Month. 1 am
extremely anxious to meet the Governor of Pulo
Penang, if he cannot come to meet me, lot Anderson
come and meet me by all means, f

As to any person being sent, I should not like to
gee any others, because they are mot accustomed to
going and coming. Let Aunderson come if possible,
and we will consult upon business, which will tend to
promote the welfare of the English and Sinmese
Countries, and establish friendship greater than
formerly.

Dated Wednesday, 7th Month-the 15th My 1825,
A True Translation

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govt.

THE TWO ENVOYS from the Rajah of Ligore
being in attendance, were called into the Council Roomn
and interrogated. They said they had nothing to
communicate farther than to repeat the anxiety of the
Rajah to see the Honble. the Governor at Quedah,
and to enquire whether there were any objections to
His Highness sending people to purchase Goods af
Bengal, with a letter to the Governor General, and
also to his sending a letter to the Commander in
Chief at Rangoon.

UPON the Envoys retiring, The President laid
before the Board the following proposed reply to the
letter just received from the Rajah of Ligore,
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TO THE RAJAH OF LIGORE.

Letter from
the Honorable the Governor to the Rajah of Ligore.

I have received your Highness's letter brought by
Koon Aksorn and Che Solyman, and they have had an
interview with me; but they had nothing to com-
municate further than that your Highness wished to
send a letter to Bengal and Rangoon. 1 informed
them that your Highness was at perfect liberty to send
letters to Bengal or Rangoon, and to purchase Gowls
there as yon please.

I enguired if the Messengers had any thing more
to communicate, and they replied no: and as your
Highness requests they may return to Quedah, | have
directid Koon Aksorn and Solyman to return with all
haste, to convey to your Highness the intelligence of
my being about to dispateh a confidentinl Agent, with
fall powers, vizt. Mr. Maingy, and he will reach
Quedah to-morrow or next day. | therefore request
your Highness to receive this my Agent with respect
and friendship.

( Sigued ) K. FULLERTON,
Penang Governor,
24 May 1825,

ON an attentive consideration of the reports and
correspondence above referred to, and all the proceed-
ings between this Government and the Rajah of Ligore,

THE BOARD unanimously resolved that the
following letters should be substituted for those pro-
posed to be addressed to the Rajah of Ligore and
alluded to in the Instractions to the Superintendant
of Point Wellesley, under date the 29th April, and
that the following additional orders be addressed to
the Superintendant of Point Wellesley, who was ver-
bally directed to hold himself in readiness to procead
to Kedah to-morrow evening.

THE SECRETARY is directed to furnish My,
Maingy with Copies of such Documents as he may
require for his guidance,
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To the Rajah of TO THE RAJAH OF LIGORE,
Ligore.
No. L.
DRAFT

of a letter from the Honorable the Governor of Pulo
Penang to the Rajah of Ligore,

I duly received your Highness's letter af the 3.
Rajap, brought by Captain Burney's messenger China
Achong, and as the period fixed for your Highnesss
coming down to Kedah has now elapsad, 1 have
deputed Mr, Maingy of the Honorable Company’s
Civil Service on this Establishment, as my confidential
Envoy to communicate fuily with vour Highness, and
to consult with you on several important subjects, for
which purpose Captain Burney was lately sent to
Kedah and Tiaang. That Officer having however pro-
ceeded to Bengal for a short time, for the purpose of
receiving instructions from the Right Honorable the
Governor General, renders it necessary for me to
depute another Agent, lest your Highness should be
disappointed in the expected meeting, to which yon
have professed so ready an inclination.

Having long evineed a disposition to cultivate a
cordial understanding with your Highuness, and to
preserve those relations of friendship now happily
subsisting between the Siamese and English unimpair-
ed by the trequent deputation of confidential Officers
of this Government as a return for your Highness's
frequent deputation of confidential Officers to myself
and my predecessor in this Government, 1 have only
to request that your Highness will receive Mr. Maingy
with respect and confidence as an accredited British
Agent with full powers, '

Mr. Maingy will deliver some presents to yonr
Highness,

The 20 April 1825,  (Signed) R. FULLERTON
(8d.) JOHN ANDERSON Governor.
Malay Transr. to Govt.
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TO THE RAJAH OF LIGORE.

No. 2,

Letter from the Honorable Robert Fallerton Eaquirve
Governor of Pulo Penang to the Rajah of Ligore.

It is my duoty to acquaint vour Highness that the
repurts of your hostile intentions against the indepen-
dent Malayan State of Salengore, and your extensive
Armaments equipping at Tranng, Setool and - other
places to the Northward, are daily becoming mora
notorfous, and there seems to be now no reom Jeft to
question the trath of them, notwithstanding your fre-
«qnent. professions of pacific intentions, and oft repeated
expressions of your anxiety that I should not give
credence to any rumours at variance with your letters.

[ am bound to remind your Highness that the
Settlement of Malacea has been taken possession of hy
virtne of a Treaty with the Dutch Government, hy
which that Nation ceded all its possessions and pri-
vileges acquived by Treaty with Malay States near
Malacea,  The Duteh Government as well as the
British have long been on friendly terms with the
States of Perak, and sepecially with Salengore, 1 am
forced once more to cantion your Highness not to
attack Salengore,

That State is not. nor has ever been in the re-
motest degree, connected with the Siamese Dominions,
and Tam in daily expectation of important intelligence
from Bengal upon the subject.

Should yonr Highness dizrogard this cantion,
possibly a very serious misunderstanding between the
Siamese and English may take place. 1 therefore,
with an anxious desire to preserve o good understanding
with the Sinmese Nation, consistently with what is
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due to the English Government, eall ‘upon your
Highness to abstain from such hostile measures, which
most probably will involve you in much trouble and
difficulty.

In concluzion, it is wy duty to warn your
Highness that this Government cannot permit a fleet,
such as your Highnes<'s is reported to be, to approach
this Island, or pass through the Straits, and after this
notification, any attempt on vour part will be con-
sidered as a divect act of hostility, Wherefore do your
Highness deliberate well.

( Signed ) R, FULLERTON
Giovernor,
PENANG
98 April 1825,
(8d.) JOHN ANERSON
Malay Transr, to Govt.
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TO THE SUPT. OF POINT WELLESLEY.

To A. D. MAINGY Esquire

Superintendant of Point Wellesley

In charge of the Squadron of Observation.
Sir,

I an directed by the Honomble the Governor in
Couneil to acknowledge your several letters of the 224
Instant, transmitting the report of Captain Roberts
Commander of the Honble. Company’s Hired Scho-
oner Commerce, relative to the Armament of the Rajah
of Ligore. 1 am also desired to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of yesterday, reporting your pro-
ceedings at Quedah, and the result of an interview
with the Chow Pya of Ligore.

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council gives
you due credit for the efficacy and prudence of your
arrangements, and entively approves of the procesdings
which vou have reported.

3. Although there appears some difference in
the number of Prows stated to Le obgerved off the
Mouth of the Tranng River by Captain Roberts, and
those which were seen by von and Mr. Poynuton in the
Quedals river, and although there is much reason to
infer, that part of the Armament still remains at
Traang, Porlis, and other Rivers to the Northwand,
still the nature and extent of the Armament inspected
by you and the Commander of the H. C. Brig
dessy is sufficiently formidable to require the econ-
tinuance of the utmost vigilance on the part of the
Commanders under your orders, in watching the
movements of so large n force,

4. The time has now arived when it would
seem to be absolutely indispensable that the views and
intentions of the Ligore Chief should be explicitly and
fully made known to this Government. The collection
of so large a force in the immediate vicinity of this
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Settlement, the length of time engaged in its pre-
paration, the secrecy with which the equipment has
been effected, the opposition on all oceasions to the
admission of Envoye or Commanders of Cruizers to
the place where the Armament was equipping, and
the general belief at this Settlement amongst some
clazssez of the inhabitants here, that hostilities are
meditated against this Island ; require that no delay
ghouldl take place in making the Rajah fully acquainted

with the determination of this Government.

9. In addition to amd in modifieation of the
instructions contained in my letter of the 20 Ultimo,
you will be guided by the following orders. The
first and main object is to demand from the Rajah of
Ligore, an explivit avowal of his motives for having
equipped so large a force, which must be regarded as
destined for some hostile enterprise. Yon will in-
timate, that the ples of his having equipped them, for
the purpose of protecting the Uast against a few
small Pirate Boats, or for defending his Country
agminst the Burmahs, cannot be admitted by this Gov-
ernment.  You will therefore, if in your judgment
necessary, deliver to him the letter No. 2, and acquaint
His Higliness in addition to what is therein stated, that
any attempt to move his force Southward of whers
it mow is, will be regarded asa direct definnce. and
an ack of hostility., Yon will explain to him the
cirenmztances under which the British Government has
resumed Malacea, disavow the right of Siam to attack
Salengrore, and represent the long amicable connexion
which has subsisted between the rvespective European
Governments and that State,

6. Tt is not probable, under present eircum-
stances, that the Rajah of Ligore will be disposed to
enter with any sincerity, upon the negociations, or
engage in the Treaty proposed to him by Governor
Phillips, to which communication he has never made
any reply,
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7. Yon are however furnighed herewith with =
Copy of the instructions to Captain Burney, and the
Draft of the Treaty. These instructions will put yon
in full possession of the views of this Government, and
you will be guided by your own diseretion in all points
not provided for in these instructions.

)

8. It is the wizh of the Honorable the Governor
in Council, that you should proceed without delay,
diveet to Quedah, and yon will remain there as long as
vou may deem it expedient for the public servics.
You should, however, endeavour to forward a daiy
report of your procesdings, by nn Express I'row, of
which yon may engage such nomber as may be
NeCesSnry,

I am &e. &,

(Bigned ) JOHN ANDERSON
Acting Secrvety. to Giovt,
Fort Cornwalliz
the 25 May 1825.

RESOLVED further, that in consequence of the
Hived Brig Minerva being reported fully equipped and
ready for service, the longer detention of the Hired
Ship Felicitaz may be dispensed with.

ORDERED accondingly, that directions be given
to the Master Attendant to station the Minerva at the
Norvthern entranee of the Harboor, in lien of the
Felivitas,

RESOLVED that the HResidents of Singapore and
Malacen be advised of the hostile preparations of tha
Rajah of Ligore, and that the following letter be
nddressed to them, -
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“¥o the Mesident |0

atSingapore.

J. CRAWFURD Esquire
Resident at
SINGAPORE.
Sir,

1 am directed by the Honorable the Governor in
Couneil to transmit, for your information, Copy of a
letter addressed to the Right Honorable the Governor
General in Council dated 14th Instant, together with
Copies of the following reports and instructions.

1. Letter from the Malay Translator to Govern-
went the 1st May 1825,

2. Report of Captain Roberts Commuander of the
Honorable Company’s Hired Schooner Commerce dated
the 15th Mny 1825,

3. Report from the Superintendant of Point
Wellesley, in charge of the Squadron of Observation,
of the result of an unofficial visit to the Rajah of
Ligore at Quedah dated the 24 May 1825,

4. Instructions to Mr. Maingy, 25 May 1825.

I am desired at the same time to acquaint you
that no intimation has yet been received by this
Govermuent from the Rajah of Ligore, who has lately
arrived at Quedah, of the object and destination of the
lnrge Armoament which is equipped ; but Mr, Maingy
was dispatched yesterday to Quedal for the purpose of
requiring an explanation upon these points ; the result
will be communicated to you by an early upportunity.

Copies of the various reports received by this
Giovernment relative to the preparations and lostile
intentions of the Rajah of Ligore, alluded to in the
dispatch to the Supreme Government, will be here-
after forwarded to you. .

I have &c. &c. &e.
(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON

Acting Secry, to Gort.
Fort Cornwallis

The 24 May 1525,
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The swme letter addressed TO THE ACTING
RESIDENT at MALACCA.
ADJOURNED.

R. FULLERTON
W. A. CLUBLEY
k. IBBETSOXN

FORT CORNWALLIS
The 24 May 1525,

JOHN ANDERSON
Actg. Seev. to Govt.
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FORT WILLTAM 34 Jone 1835,

To A. Stirling Esqr.
Seoretary to the Govt. in the Persian Dept,

Sir,

Conformably with a communication received from
the Secretary to Govt. in the Secret and Political
Department 1 do myself the honor to enclose a List of
the Peesents which I would beg to suggest may ba
gent to Prince of Wales's Island on acconnt of the
proposed Mission to the Court of Siam.

When submitting this List to the Right Honble.
the Governor General in Council 1 request you will
have the goodness to state at the same time that my
conviction that by means of presents only the Siamesa
Ministers can be paranaded to hear rationnl connsels,
added to my knowledge that Mr. Crawfurd experienced
many mortifications whilst at Bangkok in 1822 from
hiz stare of gilts being soon  exhansted has conourred
in making me dvaw up an extensive List, T have not
however been unmindfal that my deputation to Siam
is eventual only as will he seen on referenca to the
accompanying Letter from Messrs, Twentyman & Co.
who engage to receive back at any tims hereafter the
whole or any portion of the Jewellery, the most expen-
sive Articles in the List of Presents and to refund the
Purchase Money with a deduction of 10 Per Cent on
the prime cost. Of the remaining articles if the Mis-
sion do not take place many could be brought to use
by the Govt, of Princs of Wales's Island as Presents to
be sent to the Native Chiefs with whom it corresponds
whilst the remainder could I hope be sold at that
Island for whatever may be here paid—at all events it
would not be my policy at Bangkok to produce the
whole of thesa Presents at onea but to distribute them
gradually and according as I saw success opening in
favour of my negociations,
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I beg leave to add it is my intention to «uib
Calentta on the 1st Proximo on the Ship Stanmore
anid to leave the heavier Articles of Presents to follow
me on the Sherburne or such other Vessel as His Lonl-
ship in Council may be pleased to direct.

I have &c.

( Signed ) H. Burney Captn.
Poll, Agent to the Siamese States,
Fort Willinm
2ith May 18523,

e .'u].r_'_l,'

{ Signed ) A. Stirling
Per. Secy. to Govt,
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FORT WILLIAM 84 June 1885,

The Honble, E, 1. Company

by order of Captn. H. Burney

No., |1

o |

iz

13

14

15

Bt. of Twentyman & Co,
Gold Smiths & Jewellers

Caleutts,

One Handsome Dinmond and Emerald
Broach with a pair of Earrings to
mateh ..

sam

One handsome very large single Stone

Diamond Ring with Embossed Shank
OUne Do, Do,
Oue Do, Da.

One handsome cluster Dinmond Ring
One  Do. Butterfly Ring Set with

Diamond BEmerald Ruobies &o.
OUne handsome Dismond and Emerald
cluster Ring ..
(e Do, Do,

Une  Do.  Diamond and Ruby D,
One Handsome Diamond Ring set in
fine Gald with an Emerald in centre
One paiv of handsome large Emerald
and Peal lop and drop Earrings with
a Broach to match .,
One set of handsome Pink Topaz Orna-
ments consisting of n Necklace Brace-
lets Earrings cross Broach and Ring
Une Set of handsome Pink Topaz and
Pearl Do. consisting of a Necklace
Bracelets Earrings and Broach
Une set of Do. Emerald and Ruby and
Pearl Do. consisting of a Necklace
Bracelets Earrings and Broach

Oue handsome filigree Gold Head Orna-
ment set with Amethyst Turquois Pink
Topaz &e. &e. ...

LS o

1,350
2000
1,300
)
HID
350
235
2650

R

SO0

Ty

Hid

1000

1,300

300



16

18
140

20
21
32

£y 3
-
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One handsome thick Cable Pattern

Giold Chain with Turquois clasp ...
One handsome two yoard frosted link
chain with Turquois clasp ...

(e Do. one yard Do, with Bracelets
(me Do. faney worked French curb

chain ...
(e Do, one yanl cable pattern chain
(ne Do, o,

One Do, frested Link chain
Six Pair of handsome Gold Spectacles
with double white Glusses ...
Six Pair of Do, with double Green
(ilnsses 1S e

00

00
201
130

85
145
Al

510

Sa. Rupees 14,425
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FORT WILLIAM 84 June 1825,

To Captn. H. Burney
&e. & &e.
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Letter dated 26th Instant submitting a List of Presents
which you recommended shonld he provided  for
eventual use on account of the proposed Mission to
the Court of Siam and in reply to inform you that the
Statement has been approved and sanctioned by the
Right Honble, the Governor Generml in Couneil.
The Broad Cloth will be furnished to you from the
Import Wareliouse anil yon are anthorized to incur an
outlay not exceeding Sicea Rupees 27,301 in the
purchase of the other articles, transmitting the Bills

countersigned by yourself, to this office. to be included
in the Durbar aceount,

The Governor General in Council approves the
Engagement entered into by Messrs, Twentyman & Co.
to receive back the Jewellery in the event of the
articles not being made nse of for a consideration of
ten Per cent on the prices charged in their Bill and
with respect to the remainder of the Presents if the
Mission should not eventually take place von will be
pleased either to dispose of them to the best advantage
at Prince of Wales's Island or to make them over to
the Govt. of that Settlement on the public account.

1 hava &o,
(Signed) A. STIRLING.
Fort William Persion Secy, to Govt,

27th May 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 24 June 1825.

To
JOHN ANDERSON E=quire

Acting Secretary to Government.
i,
In pursuance of directions conveyed in your letter
of the 25th Inst. 1 have the honor to veport for the
information of the Honorable the Governor in Conncil
that I returned to the H. C. Brig Jessy with the least
practicable delay which vessel with those named in the
mwargin anchored in Kedda Roads on the evening of
the 2ith amd shortly after our arrival there a Siamess
Boat eame alongside with Chun Chea Pulo Pak.
His questions principally velated to the object of our
visit which T explained to him and stated that 1 shounld
lnnid the next morning. I also sent a messenger to
annonnee my arrival and at about 9 o'Clock on the
morning of the 27th 1 left the H. (. Brig Jessy anid
was received on penching the shore with every mark
of vespect and attention, A sort of palankeen was
in waiting for me and abont one hundred men wera

drawn up to escort me into the Port,

The letter from the Honorable the Governor was
received with great form and during the time o
translation of it was preparving the Rajab of Ligore did
little el=e than repeat his former professions of friend-
ship.

His Highness enquired most particularly whether
I had made the Honorable the Governor acquainted
with all that had oceurred during my former visit ab
Keilda and especially whether 1 had communicated his
determination of not proceeding  sonth of Kedda river
without informing the Honorable the Governor of the
number of the prahus that he was about to dispatch
and the objeet of their voyage.
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A considerable. time elapsed before a - translation
of the letter from the Honorable the Governor was
ready and when it was produced the Rajah  pretended
that one or two passages were rather ambiguons and
in spite of the immediate explanation I afforded His
Highness, some time was necessary before he would
comprehend the real meaning intended to be conveywd
and 1 must confess [ began to suspect His Highness
was desirous of postponing the discussion and thereliy
gaining time of any subject 1 might wish to introduce,

As the main and first object of my mission was to
obtain an explicit avowal of the Rajali's motives for
having equipped so large a force: | reminded His
Highness of his former conversation with me reganling
the equipment of so great a number of prabus and ex-
pressed a hope that he woull candidly explain his
reason for bringing so large o fleet with him, as [ was
apprehensive the plea he had formerly assigned to me
would not be admitted by the Government of Penang
more particularly as it was known that not more than
one half of his force had renched Kedali, This lnst
remark surprized His Highness o good deal and he,
immediately enquired from whom [ had obtained my
information. This question 1 did not reply to, hut
werely observed that if I were incorrect in my state-
ment His Highness would deny the fact which would
be quite sufficient. An immedinte reply was not re-
turned and His Highness after some consideration
confessed that there were G0 large pralus at Purlis
besides some smaller ones at Prahns Kombar and that
these were bringing rice,

Every endeavour was made by the Rajah to avoid
giving an unequivocal answer to my question, but
finding that some further explanation could not he
withheld His Highness adverted to his former plea that
a lnrge retinue was necessary and that no Rajuh of
any consequence ever moved from one Country to
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another without being accompanied with a considerable
and commanding force,

I now considered it my duty to assure His
Highness that such a reply would be considerad
evasive anil entreated him to be more explicit on so
important a question lest his reserve should oecasion
an interruption of that friendship His Highness had
expressed himself so desirous of cultivating and his
want of confidence allow the Governor of Penang no
other alternative than to conclude that the Armament
b hiad bronght with him and which was every day
increasing was destined for some hostile enterprize.

I regret to add that all my endeavours to get the
Rajah of Ligore to assign any other cause for collecting
so large a force at Kedda than that I have alveady
wentioned  were  unavailing ;3 excepting  that  he
somewhat pettishly observed that it was & Siamese

custom with which the FEnglish were not perhaps
aciuainted,

His Highness now adverted to the many absurd
and idle reports cirenlated at Ponang to his prejudice
amid stated that he was willing to give the Governor
any pledge that an attack on Penang was never
intended by him aml never would be attempted.
His Highness also stated it was a source of much
regret to learn that the Honorable the Governor had
considered it necessary to employ upwards of a hun-
dred Malays to watch the spproach of any Sinmese
prahns ; such a measure involved considerable ex-
pence and would oceasion an unfavorable impression
being entertained both in Caleutta and Fngland of
the sincerity of those feelings of friendship His High-
ness has professed towards the English.

The Rajoh of Ligore is so fully informed of every
occurrence that takes place in the lsland that I con-
sidered it right to admit that o few of the more timid
Malays Chulishs and Chinese might have entertained
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stich an idea but that the better informed natives were
under no apprehension of this kind, on the contrary
they were too well acquainted with the resources and
strength of the English not to be satisfied that an
attack made by any Native power wonld with facility
be repulsed,

1 now observed that it was universally veported
and generally believed that His Highness meditated
an attack on Salengore and that I had been directed
by the Honorable the Guvernor to ascertnin whether
such was the case. This question was of course
conveyed in the most mild and concilistory manner
and I fully explained to His Highness the motive for
making the enquiry. That it emanated from the
long amicable conuexion which has subsisted between
the respective Enropean Governments and that State -
the Commercvial Treaties which have been enterml
into batween the English and the Rajah of Salengore ;
and the circumstance of the British Government
having lately taken possession of Malacea and its
dependencies.  His Highness's reply on this subject
was =0 evasive that [ was obliged to repeat the question,
which only produced an answer equally unsatisfactory.
His Highness was uncertain whether he wonlid attocdk
Salengore, it would depend upon circnmstances, amd
stated that it was unnecessary to discuss this subject.
He hnd already nssured the Governor through me
that his fleet should not procead to the southwand of
Kedda without his reporting the circumstance and
that this informarion must be sufficient, but that
it any further pledge was requived, he wounld at
once place at the disposal of the Governor 50 of
his largest prahus, which might be sent to Rangoon.
I informed His Highness that the time was past for
making this offer and that it was to ba regretted  that
they had not been furnished when Captain Low applied
to him for them. 1 attempted to rvenew the tormer
subject of conversation but was prevented by tha
rapidity with which His Highness put several questions
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tome,  One had reference to the power vested in the
Governor of Penang which I made him fully acyuaintel
with, which appearad greatly to surprize him, as I
soveral times renewed his enqguiry if the Governor of
Penang conld carry any measure of importance into
effect without reference to the Supreme Government.

As o more direct answer wies desivable to the lnst
and more especially to the foregoing question | remind-
e His Highness that he had obtained from me un=
«ynalified replies to all his int(‘rmg.,futiur;u amd that if ha
were desirons of establishing the sincerity of his pro-
fassions he shonld at least evince the same degrec of
candonr on his part, | wonld therefore agnin repeat
my enquiry and ask His Highness for the last time his
intentions for hringing o extensive an armament to
Kedda anid whether he maditated and attack on Salen-
gore. | remarked that the first uestion was of muech
importance and [ was bonnd to state unless | oltained
an answer more conclusive than that alveady afforded
me 1 shoull be obliged to return to Penang amwl ae—
quaint the Governor that His Highness hud refused to
afford the information he requived and that 1 was ap-
prehensive such conduct wonld be viewed as almost
equivalent to an act of defiance.  With vespect to tha
second question, the attack of Salengore, 1 warned His
Highness that after the explanation 1 had affonled him
regnrding that independent State any attack wonld most
probably involve him in mmeh trouble and diffienlty.
After an elapse of 10 minutes His Highness stated
that hie had already assigned a sofficient veason for
bringing so great a number of prahus with him, and
with vegard to the attack of Salengore he ohserved
that the King of Siam had directed him to punish the
people of that Countey for having attacked some of his
prows three years since. UUpon my questioning the
Rajah however more closely regarling the orders he had
received from the Court of Siam he disavowed having
been fornished with any that had particular reference
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to Salengore, but that he was vested with unlimited
discretion to punish any of the neighbouring Malavan
States and particularly Salengore that had given so
much cause for complaint, having most unprovokedly
attacked and plundered at Perak upwards of 40 of his
largest prahns.

As | was now fully convineed the Rajah of Livore
was determined to conceal his future intentions from
me anil that any further delay at Kedda was not likely
to be attended with advantage, the whole tenor of the
Rajal's conduet having in wy opinion been such as to
render it unavoidable that [ should present the second
letter from the Honorable the Governor to him, 1
produced the letter in question (on the receipt of which
he seemed much agitated ) and 1 expressad the deep
regret the Honorable the Governor would feel when
informed that the Rajah’s unwillingness to afford any
explanation as to the object of His Highness's visit
to Kedda and the cause of his bringing so large an
armament with him had rendered this measure
absolutely necessary.

I now wished to take my departure but was
prevailed upon to lengthen my stay with His High-
uess, and also to promise that 1 would land the follow-
ing morning and take charge of the letters intended to
be sent to the Honorable the Governor. Our conver-
sation during the time 1 continued with the Rajah had
reference to our success against the Burmalis and he
certainly seemed to entertain an idea that our reports
respecting the conguest of Ava had been much ex-
arerated.

I sgain landed on the morning of the 25th and
must confess that L fully anticipated the perusal of
Letter No. 2 would have induced His H ighness to have
been more communicative regarding his future plans
but I regrat to state such was not the case. Professions
of friendship were tendered in abundance but no addi-
tional explanation afforded excepting that His High-
uess said that he should be most happy if the Governor
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of Penang would undertnke to settle the quarrel
between the Hajah of Salengore and himself. [
informed him that T was vertdin the Governor of
of Fenang would willingly listen to any snch proposal
anid expressed a lope that he had alluded to this
subject in the letters he was about to deliver to me
and I was o good deal surprized on being informed
that no reply coulil be given to Letter No. 2 owing to
Pya Chy Song Kraam (the person sent by the King of
Sinm to attend the Rajah of Ligore) having been
taken unwell and that it was abzsolutely necessary to
con=ult him before any reply could be forwarded or
any proposal mmdie to the Honorable the Governor to
aljust the quarrel between the Rajuhs of Salengore
and Perale. The Rajul hovwever assured me that the
Hounorable the Governor might expect an answer to
Letter No. 2 in the course of four or five days though,
as his prows did not sail very fast, it might happen
that the letter wonll not reach the Honorable the
Governor quite so soon 68 he could wish.

His Highness apologized lor not sending any
presents in return for those 1 had deliversd but said
that they should be forwarded in a few days.

I now returned to the H. C. Brig Jessy and arrived
off Port Cornwallis varly this morning and transmitted
without delay to the Malay Translator to Government
the letter from the Rajah of Ligore addressed to the
Honorable the Goveruor.

I found that the number of the prahos in Kedda
river had increased from 106 to 126. The 60 large
War prahus acknowledged by the Rajah to be at
Purlis are shortly expected to arrive there. | considar
the forces of the Rajah of Ligore now collected
at Kedda to amount to about Tour thousand
men, of these 1200 are from Sunggors, 700 from
Merdilon, 1000 from Chya, 500 from Settool, Purlis
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and Traang, and the vemainder from Ligore. They
are all supplied with English muskets, the most of
which have been obtained from Bangkok.

I have no hesitation in stating that the Rajah of
Ligore is fully determined to attack Salengore, On
this subject I had the means of obtaining very corvect
information and I know that each Prahu in Kedda
river was veceiving rice during the night, about 3
Coyuns to ehch vessel,

An idea prevails at Kedda that the Rajah of
Ligore is in disgrace with the Court of Siam and that
he is likely to settle on this =ide of the peninsnta
unless he compuers Salengore, and obliges the Rajah

of that State to present the Boonga Mas to the King
of Sinm.

L have &

51 ) A Do MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesley
in chavge of the Squadson
Fort Comwallis of observation.
the 20th May 1825,

n
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Translation
of u Letter from Chow Piya of Ligore to the Honble.
Robert Fallerton Eay. Governor of Palo Penang.

( After the usnal Compliments. )

May my friend be informed that My, Maingy who
was sent as the Agent and representative of my friend’s
person and who bronght letters from my friend arrived
at Quedah and 1 receivad him agreeably to the rales of
triendship and conversed with Mr, Maingy conformably
to the custom of renl Amity.

Now the most gracious King of Siam has heen
pleased to send down Piya Pichi Songkram a Siamess
from the Capital to accompany me. On the day that
Mr. Maingy arrived he was sick and could not come
and sit down with us. I it had been desived that Me
Maingy should remain all the business would have beon
delayed, and 1 wish to consider and consolt with Piga
Pichi Songkeam the Sinmese who has come down from
the Capital, afterwards 1 will prepare a letter and semnd
it by Koon Aksorn which will follow after and which
will make known nll circnmstances agrecable to the
wish of my friend which may be econformable to the
roles of perce or propriety not to excite any difference
and to follow the road of permanent friendzhip. This
letter written on Saturday 10th of the Month Shawal,
vear Jirm and in the year of the Hegira 1240 or 28
May 1825,

A trone Translation
( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr. to Govt.
Penang

the 20 May 1325,

RESOLVED unanimously that pending the receipt
of the promised Letter from the Rajah of Ligore, the
precautionary measures adopted be continued unrelaxed,
and the Superintendent of Point Wellesley be directed
to keep a strict and vigilant watch to the Northward
with the armed vessels under his orders.
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Factory FORT CURK'&‘I"&LL[S——THE 10 June ]h?:}.
Rocords,
Straits Settle- - T i e i AR
ments, Vol. 101,
(unpaged !

SUPERINTENDENT of POINT WELLESLEY.

Buporintondont
of Paint Wallas-
loy 6 June 1825, |0

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government.

1 deem it my duty to transmit without delay, for
the information of the Honorable the Governor in
Council, the enclosed letter in the Malay langusge,
receivad  yesterdny by one of the most respectable
Inhabitants of Wellesley Provinee, from his birother,
a Native Chief, in the Service of the Rajah of Ligore,
Syed Jaffar from whom 1 obtained it, has for some
time piast been in my Pay, and has frequently afforded
me information T have afterwards found to be correct «
and 1 have reason to know that the writer of the
letter in question possesses some influence with the
Rajah of Ligore, and had succeeded in secuving for
his brother, Syed Jaffar, the promise of becoming
the Renter of the Farm in the Muda River, and
liad not Syed Juffar been =uspected of being friendly
disposed towards the English, e would at this moment
have been holding that situntion. 1 have forwarded
translation of the letter, but as this bas been done
in a great hurry, I would respectfully recomwmend that
another should be furnished by the Malay Trauslator
to Government.

I hnve &e, &e. &,

( Signed ) A, D. MAINGY

_ ‘ Supt. of Point Wellesley.
Point Wellesley

the 6th June 1823,
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LETTER from CHOU TEANG, a Native Chief
in the Service of the Rajah of Ligore, to his brother
Sved Jaffar, one of the most respectable [nhabitants in
Wellesley Province, dated the 24th Ramlan 1240.%

( After Compliments. )

Respecting vour letter sent by Lahim, regurding
the business of Qualln Mooda, which was granted to
vou by the Son of the Rajah of Ligore when you came
here, 1 have shewn the letter now sent by you respec-
ting the Farm to the young King, but he declares
that you shall not have this Farm on account of some
Chinese having informed him that you have combined
with the English who live at Qualla Buka : in con-
seqquence of this the young King says that hoe must
wait o little and aseertain whether this is true or false,
Moreover as you reside at Qualla Muda be on your
eunrd respecting the Siamese, for they to a certainty,
and bayonl all doubt will attack Pulo Penang, they
are now preparing, and only waiting until the (white
men) English, are off their gnand, =0 that they may
attack them by stealth ; also, they are now preparing
to march to Pulie, and will pretend that they are
going to Perak. They are not going there, but will
descend the Kreean, they are now endeavouring to
hire 200 men in Penang in order to set it on fire, so
that when the forces have arrived at Kreean, then,
these 200 men who have been hired in Pennng will be
ordered to set it on fire in about 20 places, so that
when all is confusion they may attack the place.
At present they are waiting until the English are off
their guard. This 1 have to communicate respecting
the Rajah of Ligore, as soon as my brother has read
this letter, let him destroy, and not retain it.

( True Translation )
(Signed ) A.D. MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesley.
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1 have agreeably to Mr. Maingy's saggestion
perused the oviginal letter teansmitted by him, and
Find the Translation perfectly correet.

(Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr. to Govt.

THE PRESIDENT reconds the following Minute,
with Translations of letters from the Rajah of Ligore,
and Deatt of Reply, together with o Conversation helid
with the Principal Chinese Merchants,
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MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT.

I now lay before the Board a Paper of Information
received from Mr. Maingy. 1 beg leave at the =ame
time to submit copies of letters received from the
Rajah of Ligore, with Draft of my Reply theveto,
These lotters were delivered by fonr Envoys, with
whom 1 have had a conversation, the substance of
which corvespondeld entively with the letters and
reply.

The Boanl will perceive a striking coincidence
between the Information of Mr. Maingy, and the
subject of the letters, The Information states it to be
the intention to sent Troops on pretence of going to
Perak, to halt on the Kreean River, and wait o favorable
apportunity for attacking the lsland. The main
drift of these lotters goes to shew the necessity of
sending Troops to Perak, a fabricated letter =nid to
be from Perak requiring assistance is produced, tha
ahject is evidently to blind us as to the true object
of sending Troops to the Kreean., 1 teost that the
Board will be satisfled that the hostile intention
of the Rajah towards this Island is now sufficiently
manifest to authorize onr acting agninst him, should
a favorable oceasion present itself for the destruction
of his means of aggression.

The Board will perceive the employment of per-
cons to set fire to the town again alluded to ; on this
point I confess 1 am not so well informed as on
external proceadings, having relied principally on the
Police for discovery of internal enemies. From a
conversation held by me with the principal Chinesa
Inhabitants, substance of which I annex hereto, therva
seems not o vestige of doubt, notwithstanding the
lepositions of the nsserted heads of the Kongsee, or
Clubs, that Low Achong is at the head of one
of them, the * Hysan Kongsee;” the information
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may, if necessary, be supported om cath. His
being so is imleedl az notorious as the sun at noon
day, and I have obtained the same information from a
variety of channels. If any persons are engaged to aid
the views of the Rajah on the Island, we may be assured
the Members of these Kongsees are they and it would
be most desirable to obtain, if possible, by a seizure of
Papers or otherwise, the names of those Lelonging to
it. 1 must at the same time confess my firm beliaf
that hisd an immediate search taken place at the House
where they are known to assemble, instemd of trusting
to the asseveration of the reported heads, we should
have got at the names as well as the object of these
mestings. Having furnished the Snperintendent of
Police with the late information from Mr, Maingy, [
still hope he will succeed in obtainiug a clue to the
discovery of those employed on account of the Rajah.
In the mean time a doe regand to the preservation of
order requires that Achong should be kept for the
present in close costody, and not allowed to lold
communication with any person whatever,

The great object and purpose of Police is to wateh
and discover such machinations of the evil disposed,
and it is impossible for me to conceal my vegret that on
the present ocension the Polics has shewn itself to be so
deficient ; as to those Clubs, | can only express my
surprize that they have ever been allowed to exist.
composed of the very lowest and most worthless of our
population, a class of people without tie or connexion
on the Island, ready for any mischief, holding such mest-
ings with closed doors, administering Oaths of Secrecy.
1 can hardly conceive an Instrument better fitted for
the subversion of any regular Government ; and I am
only withheld from submitting a Proclamation for
their immediate suppression, in the hopes that the
important object of the discovery of persons may still
be attainable.

Connected with this, there is another subject on
which it seems desirable that information should be
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obtaines] and recorded. 1 allude to the mamnerin
which the Macao Chinese obtain footing on the [sland.
I have been informed, and by respectable anthority,
that they are bronght heve from China on speculation
by Captains of Ships, and sold as Slave Debtors to the
highest bidders, the purchase money being repayable
to the purchasers by a given portion of their labour.
This practice seems fo me to have rather close affinity
to actual Slave Teade, and 1 propose that a full and
complete Statement of the mode and mauner of carry-
ing on the tmnsaction be obtained from the best
authority. in orler that we may judge of the ex-
pediency of allowing or preventing the continuance of
the practice.

( Sigued ) W FULLERTON,

10 June 1825,
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Translation

of a letter from the Chow Pya of Ligore to the
Honorable the Governor of Pulo Penang.

(Afrer Compliments,)

May my friemd be intormed that the letter which
he sent me by Mr. Maingy raspacting Salengore,
reached me. | replied to it and gave a letter to Me.
Maingy to convey to my feiend. 1 therein mentionsd
that the great King of Sinm hns been pleased to sed
a Chiet Pia Pichie Sungkream from the Capital to
assist me in condncting business, and that on the day
Mr. Maingy was here, that person was sick, and
conld not come and st down with ws. 1 wished to
cousult with "ia Pichie Songkeam, the person who has
been sent from the Capital upon all the business anl
promised to reply acconling to the letter which Mr.
Maingy bronght.

Formerly the Rajah of Perak, Rajah Mooda and
Rajah Bindahara, the Chisfs of Perak sent n letter
to Perak and vepresented that the Rajuh of Salengore
hal come aml execited a disturbance in Peeak, and
severnl times requested a force to be sent.  Again on
the 20 Day of the 5th Month, the Rajah of Perak,
Rajah Mooda, and the Rajah Bindahara sent the Rajah
Kechil Mooda, the Orang Kaya besar, Sri Lela Paduka,
Maharajah Sitea and Paduka Sri Narva with o letter to
Ligore, entreating nssistance ngainst the Rajah of
Salengore, who had ereated 4 commaotion in Perak.

I accordingly consulted with the Pya Pichia
Songkram, the abovementioned Chief, who came from
the Capital, and I now send Aluang Wat Akani, a
Chief from the Capital, Aluang Pechie Peluppo, Koon
Aksorn, Che Hat, and Che Solyman to convey the
letters from the Rajah of Perak and the representations
from the Chiefs of Perak, relative to the procecdings
of the Rajah of Salengore, which the Itajah Kechil
Mooda, the Orang Kaya bezar and the other Chiefs
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from Perak brought to Ligore, in order that my
friend may be fully acquainted.

The Country of Perak has hecoms tributary to
Siam, and sends a Flower of Gold and Silver { Boonga
Maz dan Perak) to the most exalted King of Siawm.
The Rajah of Salengore went with a foree and
committed hostilities against Parak, he seized  and
plundered the Prows with Guns large and small, which
I zeat with Che Hat to Quedah, and the Tin and
Presents which the Rajah of Perak was transmitting
to me also fell into his possession.  All these things
are stated in the latter from the Rajah of Perak, amd
in the other letter which are now sent for my friend’s
inspection.

With respect to my intention of sending an
Armament, according to the request expressed in the
letter from the Rajal of Perak. if it ean be settled that
Salengore is not to meddle with Pemk, and the
Rajah of Salangore will not commit hostilities against
Mevak. or excite a disturbance there, T will stop tha
Armament, and will not send it at present, agreeably to
what was communicated to me hy Mr. Maingy, by my
friend’s direetions, mud what was settled between ns.

With respect to my friend’s desire to stop the
Armament, and not to permit it to procesd, ns there is
fighting and ynarvelling between Perak and Salengore,
awd the Ryots of the Perak Country are in great
difficulty and the Conntry in commotion as mentioned
in this letter, how does my friend intend to consider
or settle” I am anxious to know, and T request he will
send a letter to inform me,

Moreover, in the letter from the Rajah of Perak,
which the Rajah Kechil Mooda, the Drang Kaya besar,
and the other Chiefs of Perak brought, it is stated that
this year the time has arrived when they intend send-
ing the Boongah Mas dan Perak to Siam, but they are
much in want of Prows to bring it, and requesting that
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when the five above mentioned Chiets return to Perak,
some Prows may be sent to receive the Boonga Mas
dan Peruk, and the other offerings and presents for the
great King, to be brought to Quedah, and they have
solivited me to forward the same to the Capital.

When 1 formerly sent Che Hat and many Pangulus
with 40 Prows to retuen the Rajul Bindahara to
Quedal, [ reguested  permission to pass through the
Straits of Polo Pennug, and the former Governor of
Mulo Penang let my vessels pass through as every
bisdy knows,

Om this occasion, I wish to request that 40 or 50
P'rows may be permitted to pass to convey the Rajal
Kechil Mooda to  Perak as before, and they will after-
waids receive the Boonga Mas Perak, and the other
offerings and presents for the great King of Siam. and
will return, conducting the business properly acconding
to the custom of Countries that are trilutary.

1t & few Prows were to be sent, perhaps the Rajal:
of Salengore would attack and plunder them as he did
with Che Hat before, if people do not believe, send
Cruizers to follow and look ont.

Relative to these two matters, 1 send Aluang Wat
Akani, a person from the Capital. Aluang Pechie
Peluppo, Koon Aksorn. Che Hat and Che Solyman to
consult with my friend. The Siamese and English
Countries have been on friendly terms from the most
remote times, and my friend shoull settle how
the friendship with Siam may not be destroyed
and how a good wnderstanding may be promoted.

Whatever may be my friend’s determination, he
will send a letter to inform me,

Moreover, if there are any evil disposed Malays
who bring false intelligence, in order to create distrust
on the part of the English against the Siamese (the
Siameze and English have been long on friendly
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terms. and trade lins been conducted between then,
and the Siamese use many Goods of the English, and
I am desirons to promote greater friendship even than
formerly), the Siamese have no bad intentions towards
the English, and if any Malays come and give reports
tending to excite suspicion, will my friend inform me
by letter, in onder that [ may point out the proper
road and let may friend know,

Dated Thursday 17th of Tth Month Year Fowl,
or 2d June.

A true Translation
(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Treansr. to Govk

Penang

Gth June 1825,

NOTE. In the first part of the lnst paragraph, there
is ...-;h]m.ﬂ:.- a word or two omitted. The tranzlation
is as liternl as possible,

(=d) . A



Enclesura 2 in
the Presidont's
Minute.

* T or

[218]
Translation

of a letter from the Rajah of Perak to Aluang Packidi
Juta Minister of the Chow Pya of Ligore,

{ After many Compliments.)

With respect to the Country of Perak which has,
for many years past, been tributary to Siam, and has
sent the Boonga Mas dan Perak (Gold and Silver
Flower ) the great King of Siam has been pleased, of his
favor, to place it under the superintendence of the Chow
Pyn of Ligore, and myself, the Rajah Mooda, Rajah
Bandabara and all the Ministers in Perk are viry
happy that the Country is under the control of the
Chow Pya of Ligors, we retaining the execntive
administeation of the Country.

Perak is quite unconnected with Salengore, hut
when the Chow Pya of Ligore sent Che Hat with prows
to return the Rajah Bandahara, and to convey the Tin
which accompanied the Boonga Mas, and some other
Tin as an offering from us all, which was to be for-
warded to the Chow Pya of Ligore, together with a
small quantity of Tin belonging to the diffsrent
Pangulus of ® Prows, which they had themselves plir=
chazed, as my brother the Rajah Kechil Mooda anmd
the Orang Kaya besar well knows; just as Che Hat
was about to quit Perak, and retuin to Quedah, the
Rajah of Salengors arvived, accompanied by the Rajah
Mooda and Rajah Hussein, with a force of Armed
Prows, and attacked the Prows belonging to Che Hat
and the other Pangulus who were on the point . of
returning to Quedah.

Land all my family and attendants fled and went to
reside up the River, and Che Hat with all his people also
Hed and escaped across the Country to Quedah. After-
warils the Rajah of Salengore by force established Rajaly
Hassan at Kwala Bedor, and the Perak people who
wighed to go and purchase Salt and other Articles, ha
would not permit to pass.
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Rajah Hassan has committed many acts of op-
pression upon the Ryots of the Perak Country who are
in very great distress. I have frequently entveated an
Armament, but it has not yet pleased the Chow
Pya to send it. | now send my Brother the Rajah
Kechil Monda, the Orang Kays besar, Sri Paduka and |
Maharajah Selea to present themselves before the’
Chow Pya of Ligore, for the purpose of communicating
to him every thing relating to the Government of the
Perak Country, to esplain all circumstances, and
also to request a Sinmese Armament to be sent here for
the purpose of settling every thing decidedly in order
that the Ryots may enjoy tranguillity and comfort.

Further, this year, at the proper season, the
Boonga Mas dan Perak must he sent to the Capital ;
but thers is a great want of Prows to convey if.
When my brother Rajali Moods Kechil and the Orang
Knya hesar ave about to reburm, | request that Prows
may be sent to reafive the Boonga Mas dan Parak,
and the offerings to be sent to the Capital.

Datedd 27th of Jemiad-nl-awal (Janry. ) Monday 1240,
A True Translntion
(Sizned) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Transr. to Govi.

Penang
the 6 June 1825,
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Translation
of a Statement purporting to be trom the Rajali Kechil
Moadn, Orang Kaya besar, Sri Lela Paduka, Malinraja
Selin and Paduka Sri Narn, Chiefs of the Perak Coune
try, to Alnang Packdi Juta, Minister of the Chow "'va
of Ligore,

We the Rajali Kechil Moods, Orang Kaya hesar,
Sii Lela Paduka, Muahamjah Selia, and Padukn Se
Nara, Chiefs of 'erak, beg to acquaint Alnsng Paokdi
Jdutn, and respectfully request him to inform the Chow
Pya of Ligore, that we have been directed to present
ourselves before the Chow Pya, for the purposs of
communicating all circumstances respecting Perak and
Salengore, and the former differences,

The boundary between Pernk and Salengore is the
Rtiver Burnam. 1In the time of * Morhum Bongau, the
Grandfather of the King who now governs the Perak
Country, the place called Rantan Panjang (Long reach)
was established. When the present Rajah of Salengors
came and attacked the Country formerly, the Morhum
Bongsu and all the Chiefs fled. and took up their ro-
sidence further up the River, establishing themselves
at Kwaln Trus, a little bevond Rantan Panjang,

The Salengore Armament attempted to push up,
but was prevented, and the Rajah of Salengore was not
permitted to have an interview with the King of Perak
and Chiefs of the Country. The Rajah of Salengore re-
turned to his own Country, About a year after this,
Morhum Bongsn died, and all the Chiefs assembled and
raised his Son to the throne. This was t Movhum
Jemalula ; about 3 months after hijs accession, o letter
was received from the Rajah of Salengore, requesting
some territory in Perak, from Kwala Trus as far as
the River Perak, saying it belonged to him, and that
Iie had taken it by force of arms,

© This was Sultan Mahomed ana; Udeen or Tujudin,
Morhuan Bongsic is his designation after death.
t This was Sultan Mansur Shah.
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The Morhum Jemalula replied to the letter that
nobody had given that tervitory to the Rujuh of
Salengore, nor had the Hajah of Salengore met and
consulted with the Chiefs of Perak upon the subject.
The Rajah of Salengore was'very angry, and prepared
an armament to attack Perak again.  Morhum Jema-
Iula fortified at Kota Lomut, and when the Salengore
Heet arrived and attacked Kota Lumng, they did not
gain any advantage,

The Salengore armament having been beaten off
for o time, retreated to Kwala Bidor, and they several
times returned and renewsl the attock on Kota Lnmut,
but never auccecded in their attempts. While these
procevilings wera going on, the Rajah of Salengore
made overtures of settling the matter by negociation.
At last he saidl “do nob let us fight any move, the
territory from Rwala Bidor to Kwala Perak is enough
for me.”  Morhum Jemalula replied that the Ministers
of Perak wers not even disposed to give him the
limited tevritory requested by the Rajah of Salengore,
who again replied to the Rajah of Perak, *if you are
“ not satisfied, let na enguive the custom anmongst the
* Chiefs: of zome other Countries, and livw matters of
* this sort are adjusted, in onder that we may conform
“to the same usage: " They aceonlingly exchanged
Engagements to this effect. and promised that in the
course of 3 munths they woold ascertain from some
other Hajabs the custom s befors noticed,  The
Salengore Armament then guitted the Perak Country.
Two Guns wers given to the Rajal of Perak at the
same Lme.

Many years afterwards, onders wero received from
the great king of Siam, divecting the Rajah of Guedah
to peepare an atonment and attack Perak, and Perak
was conguered. Afrer this, the Rajah of Salengore
sent o demand. to the Rajah of Perak for the price of
the two Guns (500 Dollars ) and His Majesty paid the
sum in guestion, and settled the price in the presence
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of the Datn Bandahara, the Datu Laxamana, and the
Chiefs of the Quedall Country who weve there af
the time: the discussion relative to the territory
wis deopped.

Nut-‘ long after this Morbum Jemalula died, axl
Rajah Ahdullah his Son ascended the throne and took
charge of the affairs of Government, About a year
after his aceession, the Rajah Mooda Son of the Rajah
of Balengrore entered Perak, and had a mecting with
Rajah Abdullali, who had become King of Perak. He
had nothing to communicate, but remained about a
month at Perak, when there avrived four Chiefs from
Salengore, named To Aran, To Pangawn, To Jeram
and Panglima Burnam, bringing a letter demanding
the territory as before mentioned.

The Rajah of Perak replied “ when the Quedal
* armament was formerly here, why did you not claim
* the territory then ; now the Perak Country hns be-
« come tributary to the great King of Siam, and if yon
* have any claims, let us go to Siam and refer it.”
The four Chiefs of Salengore above named replied
“ the Rajahs of Pemk and Salengore are like brothers,
* if we proceed to Siam. it will look asif they werm
« disputing, and such a Mission would be attended
¢ with much difficulty and loss ; it would also tend to
* destroy confidence and excite jealousy between the
*“ Rajuhs of Perak and Salengore, TIf the Rajah of
“ Parak is disposed to listen to our advice, let him
“ pay 30 Bahars of Tin The Rajah Mooda of
Salengore sanctioned this proposal. Upon considern-
tion, the Rajah of Perak also consentisd to it : becanse
it was not worth while to excite a difference between
Brothers for a littls, He accordingly paid 30 Bahars
of Tin, which was received by the Rajah Mooda of
Salengore and the 4 Chiefs above named, and tha
matter was gettled ; upon which the Rajah Moods and
the 4 Chiefs returned to Salengore.

It wae not long subsequent to this, that accounts



[228]

were received of the Chow Pya’s armament having
vcome to Quedal, and of the Rajah of Quedal’s having
fled to Pulo Penang, to reside there. At the same
time the Rajah of Perak veceived a letter from the
Chow Pya of Ligore, directing the transmission of the
Boonga Mas dan Perak.  The Rajah of Perak prepared
it, and ordeved the Rajah Bandahara, Tusnko Ja-hiya,
Sri Adeku Rajah To Peggal, Maharajn Addenda, and
Rajah Ahmut to convey it across the Country to
embark in prows at Trong, and from thence to Quedah
to the Chow Pyn of Ligore. The Chow Pyaof Ligore
received the Boonga Mas dan Perak, but the presents
and offerings which should have accompanied it could
not bhe hraught,

The Chow Pya of Ligore prepared the Boonga
Mas dan Pernk with snitable accompaniments of
presents  instesd of those which should have been
bronght from Perak, aml transmitted them to the
Capital. When the Rajah Bandabara and the Datuns
and Chiefs of Perak, who eonveyed the Boonga Mas
dan Perak, were ready to return from Qnedah, the
Chow Pya of Ligore sent 40 Prows with Arms large
anil small, and otherwise properly equipped, in onler
to vonvey the Hajah Bandaliara to Parak. and he re-
quested permission to pass throngh the Stmits of Pulo
Penang ; the former Governor of Pulo Penang srantd
permission and sent two Craizers to the Kwala Moodn

to veceive the Prows, and accompany them as fae as
Pulo Kra.

When the Rajah Bandabara and all the Chicfs in
PPerak prepaved Tin as an offering to the extent of 52
Bahars : a farther quantity of 75 Bahars in lienol the
presents which should have aceompanied the Boonea
Mas. (and which were supplied by the Rajah of Ligore,)
also a quantity of Tin belonging to the Nackodals of the
vessels, which they had purchased at Perak, to the
extent of 78 Bahars—in all 205 Bahares, and the 'rows
wene about to returm to Quedah, the Rajah of Salengove,
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Rajah Mooda, and Rajah Hassan with a fleet of Prows
came and attacked and plundered the Prows bronght
by Che Hat, and the Panglimas of distinction, who
were sent to necompany the Rajah Bandabara on his
return, withont auy ennse, and all the Prows, &e. fell
into the hands of the Rajali of Salengore.

The Rajah of Perak and the Rajal Bandabuen
ascended the River, and all the people who accompanied
the Rajah Bandahara returned across the Country to
Quedali. The Rajah of Salengore then stationed his
Nephew Rajah Hassan ot Kwala Bidor in the Perak
Country who exacts all the duties by foree, for his
own benefit, nud prohibits trading vessels and the
people of the Country from passing up and down to
buy and sell at the Town where the Rajah of Perak
resides, by which all the Ryots arve involved in much
ilistress,

Wherefore the Rajah of Perak
haz sent us the Rajuh Kechil

Clop

Moodn, Orang Kava besar, Sri of \
1 1 al ¥ - ¥
Lila Paduka, Mnhnh’tm Selin, nmd Rajah Kechil J
Paduka Sei Naea, Chiels of Dok
2 = Mooda,

to represent to the Chow Pyn ol

Ligore, the distresses of the Perak
Conntry, amd to reguest o Sianese

Armament to be sent o settle

everything at Pemk, necording to :
the custom of countries ihat nre Chop
teibutary, 5o that we aad all the of

Hyots of the Perak Country iy Ovang Knvg }
live with ease and teanguillity, iy
I : . besar,  /
sl is ol representation. Dated =

29 Shaban, April i
A Trae Tmnslation
( Sigmed ) JOHN ANDERSON.

Malay Transr, to Govt,
The G June 1825,
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NOTE.

The Paper. of which the furegoing is a translation,
bears the Chops of only two of the 5 Pemk Chiefs
vaneil. 16 is evidently falwieated by the Sinmese,
with the aid of some of the Perak Chiefs mentioned,
who nee still at Quedah, Thers are several words in

the letter which ave searcely known to the generality
uf Malay=. amd it iz casy. to discover from the style
altoether that the Paper is not the genuine production
of the Perak Chiefs.  The hawd writing is familinr to
e, and my Native Writer says it is that of Che Hat,
the person alludied toin thiz paper, and who is one of
the Envoys now here.  In the course of conversation
at Government House vesterday, he admitted that the
representation had Deen written by the Perk Chiefs
at Ligore,

( Signed ) J. AL
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Teanslation

of a letter from Chow Pya of Ligore to the Honorabla
the Governor of Pulo Penange,

{ Atrer Compliments.)

With respect to the English having attacked
Ava, the great King of Siam is extremely delighted, for
thera has never, from the remotest times, boen a ol
understaniling hotween  Ava and Siam : he is ANXions
to hear the news, and to be informed of all particulnrs
with respsct to the War, how matters stand, how
many Towng in Ava have been taken &e. [ theree
fore request my feiend to write and inform me of
these particolars, in onler that 1 may forwanl the
intelligence to the Capital,

Further, I semd AMoang Wat Akani, a Sinnese
trom the Capital, Auang Pichei Peluppo, Koon Aksorn,
Che Hat, mmd Che Solyman, ta look for muskets for
wy children to play with. | =puke to Mr, Maingy
abont these Muskets. They also wish to prarlisa
some other goods which are required to some extent.
I therefore wegquest that may feiend will permit them to
make purchases agreeably to what is mentioned in
this letter: do not let them experience any difficulty.

Further, 1 wish the people who are now sent to
b acguainted with wmy fricwl 3 | thersfore R
that Aluang Wat Akani, Aluang Pichei Peluppo. Koon
Aksorn, Che Hat and Che Solyman may have an
interview with my friend, in ondor that intercoirse
may be easy, and that feiend<hip may be maintained.

Dated Thursilay 1th Shawal 1240 or 241
15205,

A Treue 'ranzlntion

{ Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr, to Govie
Penang

fch June 1825,
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Toe THE RAJAH OF LIGORE,

—_—

[ have received your Highness's letter dated 176
of 7th Month Year Fowl sent by the hands of your
Envoys Aluang Wat Akani, Aluang Pichei Peluppo.
Koon Aksorn, Che Hat and  (he Solvman, and it he-
comes my duty to reply tothese letters in the plain and
simple language of truth, mather than of nseless conrtesy
aund idle compliment.

For the last tour years, ever since you took Posses=
sion of Quedal, your professions of friendship to Me,
Plillips my Predecessor and myself have been un-
bounded,  Those professions have been met Ly us both
with sineerity.  The War between the British and the
Burmese, the natural and long continued encmies of the
Siamese, led me to cultivate with redoulled anxiety
the friendship of the Sinmese Chiefs in this neighbone-
hood, and of whom your Highness is the principal,
It was my desire to open with you such an interconrse
as wonlidl enable me to communieate oceasionally the
progress of the War and to explain all matters coun-
nected with the mutual interests of the British and
Sinmese on this side of the Peninsula, and to obtain
from you such assistance in respect to Doats and
Carringe as your Highness might be disposed to give
in proseention of the War.

It was with this view that Licutt. Low was sent to
you by my pradecessor, and Captain Burney hy myself,
Instead of receiving those Gentlemen, as your Envoys
were received here, you refused them Iermission bo
cross the Comntry to Ligore. You promised indeed
to meet the latter Gentleman at (nedal, and supe
enough you have arvived there, but in what

n groige,
not as a Chiet' come on friendly

terms with n re-
tinue only adequate to Your mank and station, but
accompanied by 300 Prows, the most of them armed

with Guns, by many thousand men accompanied
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by Chiefs from Mardelong Sangora and other places
each with their quota of Troops. You are come at
the head of an Armament which ean leave no doubt on
the minds of any reasonable man that sowe hostile
Enterprize is in your view. You have professed vour
readiness and desire to cooperate with the Britizh
agninst the Burmahs ; the Emperor of Siam has made
the same professions. The Pral Klang has stated
that an Army has been sent to aid the British force,
We must judge of men’s minds by their actions, and
not by their words, and how am 1 to reconcile your
actions and professions? The Burmalhis have been in
possession of the Coast of Tenasserim for fifty years,
they plundered Junk Cevlon only in 1810, they carried
on their plunder and devastation down to the neigh-
bourliood of Poongah. The British Troops have taken
Mergui. Tavoy and Tenasserim, they lave placed
themselves between vou and the Burmahs, relieved the
State: of Rindong Poongah and your own from all
alarm, and instead of assisting the British according
to vour professions, vour first act is to collact the
Military resources of those very States, and come
down in hostile array against o British Settlement, to
the Governor of which yon are making daily protesta-
tions of friendship and regard. What has my friend
to answer to this?

In respect to what your Highness writes of the
affairs of Perak anil Salengore, it is necessary to bring
past circumstances to  the recollection of your
Highness. The British Government occupied this
Island for the purposes of trade, extension of their
territory has never been their object, nor have they
wished or desired to intermeddle with the disputes of
their neighbours. It is not their wish to do so now,
further than indispensably necessary for their own
security. Following this forbearing course, you have
been allowed to expel the King of Quedah, an old friend
of the English, and to occupy his country. You have
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been allowed to impose upon Pernk feudatory vassa-
lage and to cause them to transmit the Boonga Mas
which was never done before. Those were not
Siamese but aneient independent Malay States, and
now yon intimate a desire to send Prows to Salengore.
My friend where is this to end ? The British Govern-
ment have Settlements Sonth of Salengore, and it is
not considerad consistent with their seeuvity to allow
an Armed force to possess themselves of that Countey
and therefore [ must cantion yon against any attempt
of that kind, becanse it may probably create dissention
between the British and the Siamese Government.
As to my allowing any Armed Prows to pass between
this Tsland and the main land, the thing cannot ba
done. If one State allows a free possage of hostils
Armaments throngh its Territory to attack a thind
State it is always considered an act of hostility. Wa
are on friendly terms with the Rajah of Salengore. 1
cannot grant a passage and facilitate an attack upon
a friend.  With respect to all disputes, T will write to
the Rajah of Salengore and obtain his explanation on
the subject, and let you know the vesnlt, When
disputes arise between neighbouring States, they arvo
best settled by the medintion of a common friend.

Your Highness writes me not to attend to the
rieports brought by Malays, Chiness and other ill dis-
posed persons. 1 tell your Highness in reply, as I
have said already, that T judge not from words which
are deceitful things, hut from fucts known to myself,
I know very well you have at loast 300 Armed Prows
at Quedah. I know also that Prows with Guns and
Armed men in them ars not required for the peaceabls
purposes of trade ; it is only for that purpose that your
Prows can have any business here, and if any such
come townnds this Island armed ns above, 1 must con-

gider they come with hostile intent, and shall treat
them accordingly.

Your Highness says you will send no Prows South
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of Quedsh withont informing me, so far your promisa
is satisfactory ; but I expect also that yon will send no
Troops near the Company's Territory, where they have
never hean postad before, they cannot e wanted there,
as you know very well we have never had any inten-
tion ot attacking you, and if Troops appear in that
divection, I conclude they come with hostile intent
and shall act accordingly.

| beg your Highness to recollect that the first
aggressor is not he that strikes in his own defonce,
but he that comes to make the attack, and youwr High-
ness will keep in mind, that it is you that have fitted
ont and armed 300 Prows, and bronght them near us
wo did not come to von, This i3 bt o small Tsland
hut it is & part of a great Empire, and Ligore belongs
to the Emperor of Sinm. It is not here therefore, it is
not between the Governor of Penang and the Rajah of
Ligore, but in another place that the battle must ba
fought. As Dependents of great Kingdoms, it is your
duoty, as well asmine, to avoid giving just cause of”™
hostility,

Your protessions of peace and friendship are
strong, if you wish them to be believed, yonr moda of
proceeding is very plain ; it is as clear as the sun af
noon day—send away yoar Boats, dismiss the Malays
whom you have pressed, dismiss the Troops you have
collected, let your actions be in conformity with your
waordg, and when you have done all this, but not before,
[ will believe your professions; until that is done no
faith can be veposed in any protestation, and the
sending of Envoys to repeat them will be in vain,

This letter containsg many things which will nok
be pleasing to your Highness, It is not such a letter
a3 1 have been pecustomed to write to you, but in
sevions affairs it is onr custom to write seriously and
with sincerity and teath,  In writing this letter T have
performed o painful duty and I conclude by assuring



[ 232

vou, that there is nothing [ so earnestly desive us to
remain at peace with your Highness, and that nothing
but necessity will indnee me to act with hostility, and
it by persevering in your present line of conduct you
render such inevitable, I have done my duty, and be
the consequences on your own head.

Respecting the war with the Burmalhs, [ have to
nequaint your Highness that General Compbell has
marched from Rangoon to Prome witth 8,000 men ;
that the Country of Bassein has been taken possession
of ; that General Morrison having subddned Armecan
has proceeded with hiz Army of 12,000 men to join
General Campbell at Prome. Ten thousand men
( Enropean Soldiers ) ave arrived at Rangoon, and will
join the rest to go against Ummerapoora, and the
great Powers in England having heand of the Ware
with the Hunnahia, has directed 20,000 select Europenn
Troops to be sent out. which may be expectad by the
Ships which arrive from England at this season of the
year at Bengal Madras and Bombay, Other minor
particulnrs relative to the War have been made known
to your Envoys,

(Signed) R. FULLERTON

Giovernor,

Oth June 15825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 10 June 1523

=t

"READ the following Information of a Malay man.
relative to the Proceadings of the Siamese at Quedaly,
submitted by the Malay Translator to Government.

INFORMATION of SANTU, a Malay lad, inha-
hitant of Provinee Wellesley, his family residing at
sungei Tumbos,

Went to Quedal about two months ago to pur-
chase Rice: on the arrival of the Rajah of Ligore lies
was foreed to enter into His Highness's service as n
Soldier. He was afraid, and not liking the duty, he
got a small Cance from o friend of his, and escaped ut
night. On his way here e fell in with one of Mr.
Maingy’s row boats, which brought him up to Town
this morning to the Malay Translator.

Santn reports that there were about 140 Prows in
the Quedah River, on Friday night last he saw a great
number more Prows enter the River, at least 200 i
his opinion. These Prows proceeded at once up the
River to Allustar. He understood that 300 Elephants
had arrived from Ligore, aml remained some distance
above Quedsh.  The Siamese were daily collecting all
the Malays from all parts of the Country.

The Sinmese are constructing a very large Stock-
ade at a place called Guroon, at the source of the small
river Jan on the Northern side of the Mountain
derei, or nearly half distance between Quedah  and
Penang.  There are 800 men busily employed on this
stockmde,

They are constructing another Stockade up the
Kwala Mooda about a duy’s journey from the Mouth of
the River. Here there are only about 200 men
employei.

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Translator,
Ath June 1825,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 10 June 1835,

RAJAH of PERAK.

Teanslation
of a Letter from the King of P'emk to the Honble.
Robert Fullerton Governor of Palo Penang,

( After Compliments.)

1 duly received the letter which my friend sent
by Sovelin, with great respest and  pleasure. L
pernsed it and fully compreliend the contents. My
friendl acquaints me of his linving assumed chargs
of the Government of Pulo Penang and its Depen-
dencies.  This is extremely satisfactory.

My friend expresses his desire to preserve a gomd
nnderstanding  betwesn the two Countries, aud to
continue the friendly interconrse which has long
snbaisted. | am very much pleasad with this ; formerly
it was ns stated by my friend, bot at present PPerak
is under the Government of the Siamese which
prevents me daring to express any wish of my henrt
to my friend, for it might possibly give offence to
the King of Siam.

I am therefore afraid to propose anything upon
any snhject at present, for 1 am a poor man; my
friend’s better understanding will enable him to con=
sider how a friendly intercourse bstween Perak and
Pulo Penang may Dest be promoted, and how friend-
ship may be increasal.  Dated 11th Rajap.

A Troe Tranzlntion

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr, to Giovt.
Penang

lst June 1525,

NOTE. The letter to which this is a reply was
a Circular from the Honble, the Governor announcing
his arrival.
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FORT WILLIAM 10th Jane 1825,

To the Resident at Singapuore.

ToJ. CRAWFUERD Esqr.
Resident at Singapore,

Sir,

[ am direcled to acknowledge the recsipt of your
letters dated 20th and 30th April, forwarding Copies
of your corvespondence with the Siamese Ministor on
the sulject of the promisad co=operation of that nation
with the British Government in the war azainst tha
state of Avn.

2. The Governor Geperal in Council  desires s

to state that expevience has shewn the Sinmese pro-
mises of co-operation, to be wholly delusive. The only
Armaments which they have prepared have actad in an
unfriendly manner and proved a souree of embarrmss—
ment to us, us the accompoanying Copies of dispatehes ®
from the Officers commanding at Mergui and Tavay
will fully apprize you. An Army made its appencanes
for a short time in the Martaban distriet ( after it had
heen canguerad by our Arms ) commanded by some of
the Talien Chiefs; but events clearly evinewsd thas
those Chiefs were intent only on the prosscution of
their own personal views, and finding these wers not
likely to be gained throngh onr interposition, they
suddenly retived in March last.

3. His Lordship in Council farther observes that
the time has long passad when Siamese co-operation
could have been of any value to s, even had that
Government heen disposed to exert itself cordinlly
against the common Enemy, It iz desivable, therefore,
that all solicitations for the assistance of the Conrt of
Siam in the Borman War, shonld coense, but Govern-
ment of conrse sanctions the steps which you have
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already taken for that purpose. nnder your former
instroctions including the present of beass Onlunnes
now reported.

4. 1 am: directed to take thi= opportunity of
transmitting Lo you., Copy of an important dispateh from
the Governor General in Couneil, to the Government of

* Ses Factory P'rince of Wales Island, dated 18th May * s of the
Records Straits, ., yisional instructions® and letters® furnished to
Settlements. = - - tops S .
Vol 168 Captain Burney, in contemplation of Lis procesding as
an Fovoy from the Right Himorable the Governor
Genernl to His Majesty the King of Sian.

I have &

( f‘\'i;_fllwi ] G. SWINTON

wecretary to Govk,
FORT WILLIAM
10th June 1525,
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FORT WILLIAM 17th June 1825,

Information of Shimyep or Sihimyen s Chinese
mnn of the Tribe Chouk, Prisoner in the House of
Correction.

Informant is by Trade n Goldsmith, and has been
for some time employed of a master Goldsmith, a
Macao Chinese named Hinneoo of the Tribe Cheong,
who lives near the market place in George Town.
Whilst in this man's employ about eight ( 8) months
ago, Informant was invited to join a Hungsee or Clul:
to which his Master belonged, the head man or
manager of which is the Chinese Watchmaker Appoo.
All persons joining the Club were obliged to do so
under an vath that they wonld when required, or in
any public commotion join the members thereof. This
Club is termed the Ghe chin, and is very numerous.
Informant understood that they had stores of spears
and other Weapons which were deposited in different
places—some he heand were kept in the House or
P'remises of the Arrack Farmer. On joining each
member pays five (5) Dollars entrance money, and
takes the aforesaid oath.

Not having the means of paying the entrance
Mouey, and not wishing to take the oath prescribed
Informant never joined the Clab,

The Macao Chinese Lave two (2) other Clubs of
this kind in Georege Town, one of which iz ealled the
Hoo Sing, and the other the Hy San—and held one
near Ujong Passiv, and the other in the Prangin
Roads., Following is a List of the Head men, or
managers of these Clubs and places they are held in.
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Places Mauagers  Ocenpation.

" Church | Boon |} Watch )

Ghe chin 1 . !
Streeb ) Appoo | Maker |

Hoo ] Vjong | Hoh 1 Shop ]
Sing ) Passer | Hew | Keiper. )
Hy 9 Prangin | Loh Shop )
San Roads ) Allak ) Kenper )

Informant has heard that Achong Lowe Ammeds
Son iz n member of both the Hy Bing and Hy San
Clubs, and that when he lately went from here to
Ligore, he was desired to communicate to the Siamese,
that there were but few People now at Penang, amd
that it was a good opportunity for attacking it if the
Siamese were inclined to do so—upon being asked
who informed this? he gives no direct answer nnd
only says he heard so.

( Signed ) R. CAUNTER.

There are seven (7) or eight (8) Chineso
Clubs (or Hooeys ) in this Island, some of which
have been established several years. The avowel
object of these institntions is the relief of indigent
Brethren, and particularly to defray in a decent romn-
ner the funeral expences of members dying withont
that means. Owing to the propensity of the Chinass
to conspiracies, these Hooeys are I understand strictly
forbidden in Uhina. Here they are formed chiefly, if
not splely. among what are termed the Canton or
Mnacao Chinese, of whom thers may he about thres
thonsamd ( 3,000) in thiz Island. The Chinchoo
Mhiness may, if they please, become members of these
as=ociations, and some of the Chinchoos are said to
belong to them, but they are chiefly composed of the
Canton Chinese, between whom and the Chinchiogs
great jealousy and often hostility prevails.



m“‘“m “flmmntﬁaddxm
on o good deal of secret uunaarpmdama with ﬁm
Canton or Macao Chinese of this Place, got number
of them to go in some Junks he equipped, and seut
them to cruize to the Northward of and about Jank
Ceylon where they were reported, m&}‘_ believe with
some truth, to have committed atrocious acts qtﬁ
Piracy.

The Informant Choah Sbi:m}"ﬁﬂ' £ , q a
Chinese, achoa)

(Signed) R%hﬁmm o
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( Copy)
TO THE HONORABLE

W. E. PHILLIPS, Esq.

e

Governor in Couneil
Prinee of Wales 1sland.

Honoralile Sir,

L L] - - -

5, Should the difficulty of procuring bmm-
suflicient. number for the canveyance of the troop
the capital prove insurmountable, it will be left to
diseretion of the officer commanding the exped
and the Political Agent to determine in what ninn
we may best distress the Enemy by the capture of his
moritime possessions on the ema#ufTaqnmnm
Martaban, It is not unlikely therefore, 'Iﬂmt we 1A _:
tuke Tavoy. Merghni, and Junk Ceylon, In such an’
event it hias occutred to uz, that the occupation. J .
these places may afford an opportunity of making a
desiralile arcangement with the Government of Siam,
by our offering to give His Siamese Majesty posses—t
sion of one or more of them, on the condition of .11
restoring to the Hajuh of Quedn his Country, o g
relingnishing for ever, all elnims of SUPremney ove
that petty State.  We shiould of conrse stipnlate at 'l
snme time with the Rajal that in esturn for our good
offices, he relinguislies all ¢laim to the annual guit
for Prince of Wales' Islaul.  We shall be happy to
favored with o communication of your zentiments _'.
these point=, '

6. We desive nlso to leave to your discretio®
the time and motde of communicating to the Govern-
ment of Sinm, the fact of our being actually at war
with the Burmese, and the extent of Ellt'{lulﬁgﬂumutl:. ,
bis hield ot to the former, to avail themselves of th
upportunity, of recovering the possessions which |
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“to him as soon as may be convenient.

O 4 | B
been wrested from them. Wa shall directan copy-of v
this letter to be transmitted to the Resident at Sing- .
apore, who will also be instructed to make such com-
munication to the Siamese, as may appear expedient,
regulating his conduct in that respect by the views 5
and sentiments which you may entertain on this point,
and which we request you will be pleased to intimate

We have &en.
(Signed) AMHERST o
( . )J. FENDALL |
Fort William
12th March 1824,

A trae Copy
Geo. Swinton
Secy. to the Govt.
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FORT WILLIAM 21st May 1824,

( Extracts)

To G. Swinton Fsq.

Secy. to the Govt. FORT WILLIAM i

sir,

L] L ] - - 2

The ohjects of the Burman Embassy to the Conrt

of Cochin China, was to form an Offensive Alliance for -

the Conquest and entire subjugation of the kingdom
of Siam which is called by the Burman Court withont

hesitation n rebel Provinee. In this View a tetallt -

failure has attended the Mission. The Members of it
were not permitted to come to the Court at all and
never procecded turther than Saigon where they
appear to have been detained above nine months. ;

The Conrt of Cochin China on this oceasion, not
only declined to enter into an offensive Alhance
agninst the Sinmese, but shewed a strong reluctance
to maintain any close intercourse whatever with tha
Burman nation deeming the connexion to be one which
promised no benefit to either party.

L] - - L] L

The English Vessel Marianna returned from Sinm
on the 3lst of last month making a successful adven-
ture and receiving on the part of the Siamese Govern-
nent o treatment more fair and liberal than had
hitherto been experienced by an European or

Amorican vessel, The adventurers ave in consequence

of this favorable disposition now preparing for a
second voyage. ' :



4

By this opportunity, 1 have had the honor to :
veceive favorable replies to the letters addressed to his
Highness the Princs Kreom Chiat, and the Siamess
Minister on the 9th of Septr. Inst. No observation
hins Deen mnde upon the letter of Govt. transmitted
- at the same time, but its receipt is acknowledged by a
= present of Eagle Wool for the Right Homble. the

Govre, Genl, in return for the gifts which wera trans-
mittedd from  this place, And the silence of the
Sinmess Court may fairly be viewed as an acquiescence
in the remonstrance which it contained.

.
I have &en.

{ Signed ) 4, CRAWFURD )

Rest. =
Singapore i
2 April 1824 3
é
[
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[51
FORT WILLIAM 2ist May 1824,

An Account of the late Mission from the Court of
Ava to that of Cochin China, Extracted from the
Notes of One of the Members of the Mission. 22
April 1824,

- L L 4 -

They {the Ambassadors ) observed that they did
not consider the intercourse between the Burmans

and Cochin Chinese a matter of any difficulty since.
the one was in posgsession of the Northern and the
other of the Southern extremity of the great River of
Camboja and if the Siamese who oecupied the centre,
were conguered every diffienlty would be removed and
an ensy intercourse carried ona.. e

The Ambassadors insisted that the Siamese were

rebels, having been frequently conguerad by the
Burinans amil that their sulijugation was a point on
which His pressut Burman’s Majesty wos resolved.

L] . L] & -

June 20th [1828]. The Cambojians on this
oveasion expressed much dislike of the Siamese, but
the Burman Awmbassadors the’ thea' dislike feigned to
please the Cochin Chinese as he was convineced that
the Cambojians are at present much more oppressed
than they were undes the Siamese Govt,

June 80th......The Govr. Genl. asked the Burmans
whether they were in enrnest when they said they
intendaml to make war on the Siamese and he Eﬂﬂﬁ&
that in lis opinion there mustmlso be a war between
the Englizh and Siamess on account of the Raja of

Queda and the Scizure of his Country. The first Member

of the Mission replied that he had heard nothing of a
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war between the Siamese and English during his
residence at Prince Wales lsland,

L] L] [ ] a [ ]

July 10th...... The nmbassadors also dwelt on the
circumstance of having the King of Qneda as an
ally and the facilities which the Kiog of Ava had for
raising & Naval force for the purpose of laying waste
the Sea Coast of the Sinmese Territory on acconnt of
the number of Seafaring Strangers: vesiding in his
Territovies. The Seeretary veplied with Candour, Ha
said that His Bxeelleney the Govr. (ienl. was
well nequainted with the Members of the Siamese
forces, their diseipline and the Siamese mode of con-
ducting war but he was perfectly ignorant of the nature
of the Burman Army and their habits of warfare.

- L4} L+] -] - .

His Excellency asked whetherit was probable
there would be war between the English and Siamese
an account of the protection which the former gava to
the King of Queda under pretence that he was their
ally, while in fact hs was o Subject and Tributary of
Sinm. The st Minister replied that the English wera
too powerful a people for the Sinmese to attempt any
thing against. His Excellency said that he stpposed
the Eoglish had an eye on Junk Ceylon, Pulo Sada,
Queda, and Perak, which would render Penang the
centre of a large trade and that the Malay Peninsula
Wils now necessary to support Penang as she

had lost
the trade of the Eastern (o

untries thro' the means of
Singapore. The 1st Member of the Mission answered

that thro™ might probably be the case for that the
English were great Politicians that they did nothing
without a reason and wonld never make war on the
Siamese unless the latter were ngpressors but that
they never put up with insults , . . Today they wera
informed of the arrival of the Aunt of the King of
Cambeja,  This Lady was the wife of a Siamese I'rince
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whoafter his death and having no Children by ‘.hiuz |
retired to her own Conntry.

She expressed a wigh to have some conversation
with the Siamese Interpreter to the Burman Mission
and he went accordingly ¢ this affair was misrepresented
to the Gove. and in consequence Ong Bok the
Guardian of the Mission was severely mpumm
An old Mandarin of infevior rank attached to the
Mission was punished by the Wooden Collar, and
Antonio the Portnguese Interpreter received blows.

Ll L] o - Ll

Octr. 8lst - - - The Mission about this time
received Intelligence that the Sismese Govt. having
come to the knowledgs of the Correspondence which
is carrying on Betwean Ava and Cochin China hld
begun to fortify the City of Bangkok and had doubled
the chain or bomb which erosses the river Mennm.
Even the Chinese inhabitants who are not usually
called upon on such ocensions were employed upon
this work. ' :

- L] - L L
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FORT WILLIAM 21st May 1824,

Notes respecting the Conquest of the Burman
Provinee of Tavoy and Mergui. 19 April 1824

-1 - o e -

The Frovinces of Tuvoy and Mergui formed =
portion of the Siwmese Tervitory until conquered
Letween 40 or 50 years ago by the Burmans, The in-
habitants are Lowever neither Burmans nor Sinmese
but & peculinr race with a language of their own,
They are called by the Skmese Meng - - -

It is with mnch difficulty that the Burmans are
able to maintain these 2 Provinees, even against
the feeble attacks of the Sinmese. [n fact they are
removed from the strength and resources of both
Nations, They conld only Le easily conqguered, or
effectually protected by a Maritime fores which
neither nation can supply. Ou the land side they
are everywhere rendered difficult to approach by
ranges of mountains and extensive forests thro'
which & Burman or Sinmesa Army cannot be led to
any effectunl purpose owing to the difficulty or
impossibility of provisioning and keeping them
together which is incident to their barbarous modes
of warfure,
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FORT WILLIAM 11th June 1324,

TO THE RIGHT HONBLE, LORD AMHERST
Governor General in Council
FORT WILLIAM
My Lond,

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
the several Dispatches of Your Lordship in Council

® copied from ated 27th Jany, and 12th Mareh® and we lose no Hmea

Homo Scries Miso

Vol. 661.

in reporting the proveedings wlich we have adopted
and are about to adopt thereupon.

Mrevions to the receipt of the first of these Dis=
patches, our President had opened o Negotiation with
the Rajah of Ligor under the following Circumstances.
The Court of Ava having deputed some Envoys with
letters aml presents to the King of Kedia at this
Settlement, in return for an application which His
Highnoss had secretly, and very impradently made for
assistance agninst the Siamese Govt.,, The Governor
took advantage of the presence of these Envoys to
work on the fear of the Rajah of Ligore by forwarding
a letter to him notifying their arrival and object here,
and offering his medintion towards removing the
existing differences between Siam and the King of
Kedda.

The Rajah of Ligore fulfilled the expectations of
our President by an immediate reply to his letter,
expressing his readiness to acguisses in an adjustment
of the Affairs of Kedda, and unable himself to repair
to Kedda he deputed two Messengers to this Settle-
ment for the purpose of receiving and discussing our
President’s propositions.  After several conferences,
thovefore, with: thesa Mossengers and the King of
Kedda The Honble. the Governor drew up the terms
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of an Agresment upon which he proposed the latter
should be reinstated in his Kingdom, and a Copy of
these terms the Messengers engaged to convey withous
delay to their Master at Ligore,

In this stage of the Negotiations Your Lord-
ship’s Dispatch of the 27th of Jany, and a copy of
the declaration of Hostilities against the Burmese
Govt. reached us wherenpon our President, with the
assistance of Lieutt. Low, an Officer who has ae
quired a thorongh knowledge of the Siamese langu-
age, explained fully to the Rajah of Ligore’s Mes-
sengers the Causes of our rupture with Ava, and its
probable effects on our relations with Siam, and
farnished them with a Correct Siamese Translation
of your Lordship’s Proclamation of the 6th of March,
with which these people hurried hack to Ligore,

® This cnclosure In the Eneclosure marked A * wa bog to submit
the doouments. for the further information of Your Lordship in
which fallew.  (ouncil, Copies of the different Letters and Minotes
that our President Las recorded, fully detailing the

natura and progress of his Negotiutions with the

Rajah of Ligore, which he has endeavourel strictly

to regulate necording to the equitable and moderate

line marked out in the different instructions recaived

from the Fupreme Govt,

We now beg to reply to your Lovdship’s im-
portunt dispatch of the 12t ulto,

. w L] L]

( Here follow particulars of Ineasures proposed
to be adopted for aiding the attack on Ava.)

The observations of Your Lovdship in Couneil
with respect to the Rajah of Ligore have further
induced uvs to determine on deputing Lieutt. Low
immediately to His Bighness at Ligore, for the
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purpose of enabling him more effectually to compre-
hend the nature of our intended operation against
Ava, of inviting him to afford us his aid and co-
aperation, so far as to dispateh forthwith to Rangoon,
either on his own account or on some fixed rate of
hive to this Govt, ull the Boats and small Vessels
which lie can Command at Trang and the different
Ports of Kedda,

We feal considerable hesitation in holding out
any encourngement to His Highness of Ligore to
attack the Southern Possessions of Ava, until we
nscertain the progress of the British Troops at
Rangoon. Should these immediately obtain all the
objects of the war, we might be emnbarrassed by the
situation into which the Rajah of Ligore would find
himself under an implied pledge of support or pro-
tection from us. In Enclosure B. are Copies of »
letter from our Marine Department and of the
Tustractions with which we propose to furnish Lieutt.

* Tobecopied Low,* and we here only beg to add, that Junk

1ator from Straits (e

Settlamonts,
Val. 94,

vlon according to oor latest advices, is in the

possession of the Siawmesa.

We shall take an immediate opportunity of
transmitting to the Resident at Singapore a copy of
the present letter, as contnining our views and
sentiments on  the subject of your Lordship's
Dispatch, and we shall leave to his judgement and
diseretion what direct communication shall be mude
on this oceasion to the Coort of Siam. We shall
only desire Lieatt. Low to request the Rajal of
Ligore to transmit to that Court immediately from
Ligore a Copy of the Correct Sinmese Translation of
your Lordship’s Declaration of Hostilities.

Wea have &e.

({8d.) W. E. PHILLIPS

J. MACALISTER.

Fort Cornwallis W. A, CLUBLEY.
the 26th April 1524
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FORT WILLTAM 1lth June 1324,

The President.

My Collengues are of course aware of the arrival
at the settlement of some Messengers of rank from the
Birman Dominions ; and I have now the lionor to lay
before them translations of letters® which

to the King of Kedda. they have brought for the King of Kedda

Ne. 2 Lotter from tho
Rajah Tavoy to the Hing of

Kedda.

No. 3 Lottar from theo
Rajah of Tavoy to the Gove.

and myzelf, accompanied by several Presents
from the King of Ava, as well as for His
Majesty of Kedda as for the Chiefs of

ol Prince of Wales® 1siana.  Perak Sslangore and Patani,

Thoso letters
follow this
documant.

From these Documents we may learn that our
Guest of Kedda has, notwithstanding our repeated and
positive injunctions to the contrary, opened a eor-
respondenze with the Court of Ava, which has received
most favorably his Application for aid and support_
against the Siamese, evincing in its reply, not only a
willingness to interfere on his belalf, but an anxiety to
render His Higlhness fribulary fo itself in fudure.

However displeased we may be with the Conduct
of the King of Kedda for invoking the assistance of
Ava without our kuowledge and contrary to our desire,
the mischief i3 now done; and ns we eannot dismiss
His Highness without throwing him into the Arms
of Ava, it becomes our duty to consider what line of
policy is most expedient for this Govt. to adopt on
the present conjuncture,

The extension of the Birman power to this vicinity
appears to me much more undesirable than that of the
Sinmese, in ns much as the Court of Ava. with an
equal portion of jealonsy and prejudice  towards the

European character, possesses greater power and from

its contact with our Eastern Continental Frontiors, is

much wore like to come futo collision with the British
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Govt. - It is our first duty however, and we owe it
ourselves, and to our repeated earnest declarations of
prezerving o strict nentrality between the Sinmese and
the King of Kedda, to apprize the Rajah of Ligore of
the arrival of these Ambassadors from the King of
Avaand of the specific object for which they have been
deputed without our concurrence or previons knowledge.
Such o course of action is the more expedient because
in making the communication to the Chief of Ligor
we may pethaps rvender his fear of the Birmans
subservient to the accomplishment of our great object
of restoring the King of Keddan to his ancient
Dominions, and securing again the interposition of a
friendly Malay Chief and State between us and the
neighbouring haughty and barbarous Govt.,

Referring therefore to the sentiments expressed
in the Dispatches of the Supreme Govt. under date
the 25th Feby. 1824, 11th Jany. 1822 and the 20th
Feby, 1828,° wherein under certain circnmstances
thiz Govt. is authorized to offer its medistion for the
adjustent of all disputes hetween Siam and Kedda,
on the basiz of the Rajah's holding his tervitory either
on the Conditions which it may be shown by the
Sinmese he is bound to perform, regulated on principles
of equity with reference to the resources of his state, or
if more agreeable to the Sinmese, under an engagement
to pay a tribute in money in commutation of all other
demnnds, for the punctual discharge of which we will
be answerable ; 1 beg to acquaint the Board that 1
have transmitted o Secvet and Confidentinl Letter,®
of which the enclosed is a Copy, to the Rajah of Ligor,
inviting him to repair to Kedda, and offering on his
arrival there, to depute an Agent to him for the
purpose of negotiating a fair and equitable adjustment
of the subsisting differences between him and His
Highness of Kedda.

My Colleagues will T hope, observe in my letter,
that at the same time that 1 have endeavoured to alarm
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the Rajah of Ligor intoan acceptance of my proferred
mediation by holding out to him the prospect of an
interference on the part of Ava, I have taken especial
care to prevent any diseredit resulting to the British
Govt. from a refusal on his part, by distinetly
marking that my offer procecds solely from sentiments
of general good will to neighbouring and friendly
states.  Should His Highoess accept my communica~
tiom in the spirit in which it has been made and repair
to Kedda. I shall lose no time in soliciting the aid of
the Board towards enabling me to open and conclnde
with him such a negotiation as may be conformable
to the instroctions of onr Superiors, beneficial to our
Ally of Kedda, and parmanently advantageons to the
Intevests of our Honble. Employers,

( Signed) W. E. PHILLIPS,
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FORT WILLIAM 11th Juane 1824,

No, L.

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Ministers of tha
King of Ava to the Rajah of Quedah.

Atter wuch praise of the Power, greatness and
exalted Cliaracter of the mighty King of Ava, they
procesd,—

“The King of Quedah sent Che Lunang and
Mahomed Ally with a letter and presents which wera
bronght to one of the southern Ports of the Kingdom,
and the Rajah of Tawei forwards them to Changong.
Intelligence having renched Pegne, measures were taken
for forwarding the Jetter and Messengers to the Golden
"alace; The race of the pressnt mighty King ware
the fest of mankind who avosa after the formation ol
the worl 1, anl the Titles of His Majesty ave Maha Sem-
ks and 528 k. Whoavar raquires assistance this
mighty King lewds his support to, for it is his castom
to render ai,  The Rajah of Quedah solicits assistanca
and he will assuredly obtain it, in reference to the
communicutions of Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally.

These Meszengers reported that Quedah, Parlis,
Perak, Salangors amd  Patani, five States wera
concerting to send a Complinentary offering hither.
The King of Quedah being thoughtless or off his
gnard, the Siamese came suddenly npon him and
secuved his Conntry, and he removed to Pulo Penang,
where he at present resides.  They also reported that
there are three States who woere concerting to attack
the Siamese at Quedal and expel them from the
Conntry, 1t was also mentioned by the messengers
that they were ordered to present themselves befora
the King without delay, and that they were expected
to o amd come in four months; and finally, that if
they did not return in four months, the people of
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these three Countries before alluded to woulil procesd
to attack the Siamese at Quedal.

The great King enquired whether thers wers any
other States besides these interested, and the Eunvoys
replied there was Rumbow, Rhio, Dungon, Marong,
Pabang, Callantan and Tringano.  The King then
demanded if, in the event of the fve States  before
mentioned being united and determined to attack the
Siamese, how would the Kings of the seven last men-
tioned Countries be disposed to act. Would they join
also? He further enquired if' there WEre any more
Countries, besides those already enumerated, and the
Messengers replied that thers was a K ing at Acheen,
and that if all the other States were unanimons, he
would join also,

Che Lanang and Maliomed Ally came hiere at the
unfavorable Monsoon, and wlen they arvived on the
Coast, the wenther was very boisterous, T hey did not
therefore reach the Golden Palnee Gl the Month of
Shaban, and in the month of Jumidalawal ten months
will have expired. The King of Quedah has solicited
assistance ; so has the King of Cochin China ( Cochee )
begged aid. To Cochin-China people have already
been sent, for the application from that Country wos
made first ; the King of Quedal/’s subsequently, and
besides the intelligence reganding the King of Quedaly
is not precise.  When positive and circmmstantial ge-
counts are receivid, he certainly shall be assisted and
an armament shall be sont fully prepared and enipped
to attack the Siamese ; and the King of Quedali ghall
be restored to his Count ry ; the five States will then

become like Omaments ol the Golden Palace,

Titles of distinetion have been conferred upon the
Chiefs of the five Stutes - Golden Umbrella ond a
complete e puipment for 4 horse has also bean sent for
each, The King of Quedal s requested to enguire it
the Ilumbow, Rhio. Dungon, Marang, Callantan,
Pahang, and Tringano and the seven states of Acheen
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will join or not. The King of Quedah will sent In-
telligence of such as refuse to join to the Golden Palace,
andd return the people who convey this without any
long delay,

The presents have been given in Charge to Che
Lanang and Mahomed Ally to be carried to the King of
Kedida, and the great King has ordered people to be sent
in Company to prevent the Messengers suifering any
trouble in the way. When they arrive he will receive
them and obtain intelligence from Cochin China,  As
the King of Quedah has begged assistance from the
King of the Golden Palace, let him not be mistrustful or
suspicions.  As to the Titles and the Horse Equipment
the King orders them to to be preserved and taken
care of or respected,  for acconding to the Custom of
the great King of the Golden  Palace, is the greatest
Favour that ean be bestowed.

Th King of Quedah will make known all ¢ireum-
stances that may have transpired sinee the Dispatch of
his Envoys Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally to Ava.
that every thing may be known, as well as all intelli-
gence relating to the King of the Seven States—and he
will addeess his communications to the Rajah of Tawei.

No dale.

{ The letter written in the Burmah charncter was
rendered into Malays of which the above is

A troe Translation,)
(&) JOUN ANDERSON,
Malay Transle. to Govt,

Fenang 224 Jany. 1824

-
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I'ranslation of a letter from the Rajal of Tawei or
Tavoy to the Honble. William Edwarnd Phillips
Governor of Prince of Wales lsland.

The King of Ava is Supreme over all the Burman
(Countries, and of the ten different Species of Elephants
in his possession the white one is the largest and
most powerful. He has also] the Supernatural Horss
and Carriage and the Spear and the Sword, these five
things appertain to the great and Mighty King, His
gracions Majesty was pleased to confer on me the
Giovt. of Tawei with 80 Towns or Provinces under it
and all its Dependencies, Coasts, Bays and Creeks.
This | make known that in the same manner as the
King of Enrope has exalted the Governor of Penang so
have I received authority and rank from the King of
Ava, Like the first men who were creatad after the
formation of the world, the great King of Ava is just
and equitable, and the ancestors of the present King
from former generations have preserved friendly re-
lations with the King of Europe, s0 linz the present
King maintained a friendly understanding and Traders
have gone and come, both Countries have become ons
and are reciprocally friendly.

The Sinmese have come and ereated a disturbanca
in the Quedah Conntry and destroyed it, and the ]{iug
of Quedah went to reside at Penang. The King of
(nedah sent people to represent this to the great
King, who felt compassion or kindness towanls .him,
and gave him a Supply of Rice and complete equip-
ment of Royal Clothing. The Mighty King sent
a letter to me l]{"ilil'iltg me to take care of the
King of Quedah’s Envoys, and give them safe Convoy
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with 3 Prows and npaards of 100 Men, that they might
veturn to their Master in safety. The names of the
(hiefs who accompany this letter are Sikia Dogi Nei
Mir Ze Jaksa, Sejee Jagoom Surakin, Jagoom Ze
Yakin<la Jak Kin Soo, and Nei Mion Si Siouk Noita.
OFf these five Chiefs the first named is the highest in
pank. When he arrives at Penang, 1 beg he may be
allowed to retuen with ease. Pulo Penang is an
extremity of the King of Burope's Dominions and
Tawni is an extremity of the King of Ava’s Empire.
These two Countries are like one. If the Govr. of
Palo Penang tequires any thing, he will be pleased to
ot me know, and if we want any thing, we will
acquaint him.

Dated in the year 1185, 15th of the Month Nata
corresponiding with the 18th of Decr. 1823,

A True Translation )
( 3d.) JOHN ANDERSON,

Maiay Translr. of (tovt.

Pulo Pennng

the 13th Janry. 1524

1™



Bengal Sccret
and Political

Consultations, - . —

Vol 323.

Wo. 8, contd.
(Qy. 2.)

[#201]
FORT WILLTAM 11th June 1524

TRANSLATION of o lefter From the Bajah of Tawei
ar Tavoy to the Rajal of Quedali at Palo Penang.—

After a lengthened panegyric of the King of the
Golden Palace ( Ava ) he procecds—

“The Rajah of Quedaly who governs 118 Towns
iz informed that the Rajab of Tawei received intelli-
gence that the Siamese had oppressed Quedah, and
the Rajah of Tawei assisted in commmicating the
same to the King of the Golden Palace, forwarding at
the same time Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally with
the presents to the mighty King. The King of the
Giolden Palace on hearing this was impressed with
feelings of compassion for the Rajnh of Quedah, for
it iz the peculiar Character of the King that when he
hears of the distress of any one he instantly teels a
disposition to relieve,

Che Lanang and Maliomed Ally came and pre-
sented themselves beforethe great King and represented
thie cirenmstances of the King of Quedah, Purlis,
Patani, Perak and Salingore, but he is anxions to hear
again all particulars of the present state of Affairs in
these Countries nnd when these five states linve final ly
settled and their fidelity iz assured an Armament will
be prepared and sent to attack and retake the Countey
of Quedah and restore it to the King of Quedah. As
to the four Countries they will never be exposed to
difficulty for the time to come, nor will the Siamese
be able to disturb them agnin. As the great King
protects the States dependent upon him, so will he
guard the King of Quedah and the four other States
above mentioned ; wherefore, of his favor, he has been
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plensed to confer Titles with a magnificent equipment®
to ench.

Che Lanang, Mahomed Ally, Chang Buk, Buan
and Jehnan have also been invested with titles and &
dress, the King showed them the same attention and
kinduness that he would to hiz own subjects. The
Chiefs of Quedal, Purlis, Perak, Salingore and Patani
have now been invested with titles of distinction and
have had each a splendid present granted to them.
The King requests that enqguiries may be maide relative
to the other States, and that sueh  information as may
Le obtained may be sent according to the desire ex-
pressed in the large letter from the great King, which
accompanies this.

Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally returned to Tawei
on the 12th day of the Month Neon in the year 1185,
and the ship with Pungulee Seree and Noguedah
Sennlinang arvived about a month after. Inquiries
were msde of the two messengers relative to the King
of Quedah, how hie was sitnated at present, and the
purport of their deputation, and they replied that they
hind heen sent by the Rajh of Quedal with o com-
plimentary  present of & Clock which wns received at
Tawei ; a letter explanatory of all the cireumstances
relating to the King of Quedah was propared by the
Rajali of Tuwei, and forwarded with the Clock to the
King of the Golden Palace. Noguedah Limbuang
remained at Tawei to await the omlers that might be
received.in j'l,*lilz.', Il}‘ thi persons whio were lll.:]'lllll."ll to
wait on the great King.

The Messengers Pangula Seree Che Lanang and
Mabomed Ally with the lotter, titles of distinction and
presents are now returning, amd in onler that they
may meet with no interraption in the way the accom-
panying five chiefs of consequence of Tawel viat.

® Literally n magnificent dress; and tho present
eonsists of n long gilt umbrelln, n set of furniture for a
Horse, and lackered Stand for Dinner SBervice,

i
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Sehei Doje Nei Mia Ze Jaksa Sejee Jagaom Surakoeri,
Jagoom Ze Yakeri, Jo Jak Kire 500 and Hei Meoia
Si Seouk Naita were directed to escort them in safety
to Palo Penang. When they arrive the Rajah of
Cuednh will acquaint them with all circumstances
which may have trunspired since the dispateh of his
Envoys Che Lanmng and Mahomed Ally, and also
communicate the same by letter, which may be given
in Chavge to thess live persons,

Az to the Rice and Padidy which the Rajah of
Quedah requested, it has Leen given according to his
desire, and permission was given also to load the ship
according to the pleasure of the persons in Chavee.
The quantity is +4 Coyans.

The King of the Golden Palace requires some Tin
for the Roof of the Palace and sends 30 Coynns of
Rice which ha begs may be sold, and the procesdls
invested in Tin, which may be delivered to the five
Chiefs. The whole gnantity of Rice shipped theretors
is 74 Coyans. - Now the King of Quedah with a candid
heart wishes fo beeomie Ertbutary to the Golden Palnce,
and the great King will protect him and Cherish his
Children and Chillren’s Childeen, even his remotest
descandants and promote their prasperity and welfare.
It is vequested the Rajah of Quedah will nssist in
gelling the Hice according to the Market DPrice of
Penang. amd Porvehase the Tin at the value of the
day, sending a letter al=o containing all particulars.

No date.

This letter was vendersd from Burmahs into the
Malayan language of which this j=-

(A trne Translation )
(5d, ) JOHN ANDERSON,
Malay Translr, to Govt.,

Penang
23md. Jany 1521,
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FORT WILLIAM 11th Jone 1521,
Noo b
To the Rajah of Ligora, [2Jdan. 18247

I lose no time in making to the Rapl of Ligores
an important communication which I desive he will
for the present consider Secret and Confidentinl, An
Ambassador has been deputed by the Emperor of Ava
to the King of Kedida at Penang, and it is known to
me that not only the Birman hut several other states
in the neighbourhood have made overtures to the
Rajuh of Kedda to restore hin: to the throne. Trne
liowever to the principles of neuntrality which the
British Govt. has ever declared it would preserve
between Siam and Keddn, and willing to convines
you of my sincers desite of always minintaining
towards vour Highness a fricndly and candid line of
Conduct, 1 now write to communicate the above
important intelligence to you, and farther to acquaint
you, that if you will immediately repair to Kedda,
1 shall have no objection to depute a confidential
agent to your Highuess for the purpose of making
soma fair and equitable amangements towards restor-
ing the Rajah of Kedda to his ancient Dominions, and
precluding the interference of other States.  The
British Government offers this mediation between
Siam and the Raph of Kedida from the most dizin-
terestesl and benevolent Motives, and my friend mnst
have too much wisdom amd good sense not to discover
that an immediate neceptance of this mediation on his
part may relieve him from a load of anxiety and
diffienlty, and save his lmperial Master much eventual
expense and embarmssment. 1t is absolately neces—
sary that wy friend should not delay an hour in
coming to Kedda and the moment he apprizes me of
his arrival there my Agent shall be dispatched to him.

(Signed)  W. E. PHILLIPS—Governor.
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FORT WILLIAM 11lth June 1824,

THE PRESIDENT.

In requesting the Board to refer to the 'rocesd-
ings recorled in my Minute of the Sth of Feby. 1
have now great pleasure in notifving that the Rajah of
Ligor hns realized my expectations and although
unable to eome down to Kedah himself, has lost no
time in deputing two Envoys with the annexed satis-
fuctory reply ( No: 1) and with expressions of his
readiness to accept the mediation which 1 had  offered
between him and the King of Kedah.

After several interviews A. & B, with these
Envoys in order to ascertain the Hajah of Ligore’s
views, and with the King of Kedal, in view to learn
what sacrifice he wos prepared to make, I have
drawn out the accompanying Letter (No.2) for
the Rajah of Ligor, with the terms of an Agreement
( No. 3) proposed to be concluded between him and
the King of Kedah. 'The Envays not possessing fall
powers to form a conclusive engagement with the
Kine of Kedah they propose to depart in a day or
two with my propositions, and to return with the
Rajuh of Ligor's Answer as soon as possible.

In the first instance they entirely and readily
admitted the propriety and fairness of every article
of my proposed agreement, but at the last interview
they began to express some deobts whether their
Master wonld be satistied with the equivalent which
[ offer for the Boongha Mas and former services of
Vassalage required from Kedali. On the other hand,
the King of Kedah is so pleased and delighted with
the whole of wy proposed nrrangement, that should
the Rajah of Ligor require a lurger Sum of Money
than what 1 now offer, T am convineed he will
willingly ngree to yield annually to Siam o greater
portion of the stipend he receives from us 3 in order
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to obtain so satisfactory an adjustment of the
differences anid future relations between Siam and
Keduh. In the whole of my correspondence and
disenssions with the Ligore Envoys, [ have received
the greatest Assistance from Lieutt. Low, whose
complete knowledge of the Sinmese language enabled
him to interpret freely between us and to translate
directly into that tongue my proposed letter and
terms of ngreement, so that the Envoys immediately
understood their whole spirit and tenor.

These Envoys brought to me also another letter
(No.4) from the Hajah of Ligor in reply to my
repeated Communications respecting the Murder of
- Libby Ghaney at Kedah in the month of June last.
It states, and the Envoys have solemnly confirmed
the truth of his statement, that the Rajuh hns made
great exertion to discover the perpetrators of that
atrocious munler, and that he has seized and put
to the torture several suspected persons whom he
has still in confinement. I hope therefore my
Colleague Mr. Clubley will be perfectly satisfied
with this information, and will not think that the
accompanying reply (No. 5) which T propose to
send to the Rajah of Ligor, expressing myself per-
tectly satisfied with the Conduct of His Highness
and requesting him to release the suspected persons,
should their guilt not be substintiated by the
Evidence of two or more witnesses, and to bury in
oblivion the discussion relative to Libby Ghaney, is
dictated in too forbearing and moderate a tone.

Sinee adopting the wmensures nbove reported, I
linve received the necompanying dispatch from the
Supreme Govt. of 20th Jany. replying to our letter
of the 25 Cetober, and to vavious other communica-
tions respecting the affairs of Kedal. Whilst I
rejoice at obtaining the Coneurrence of His Lordship
in Council to the views and sentiments which I
expressed on this important subject, I do not think
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the line of conduct which [ have pursued towards
~the El;ahﬂt[ﬁ@r’ilmop except that 1 should
add n paragraph in my Letter to His Highness,
notifying the important intelligence which has been.

just received at this settlement, of the Supreme
Govt of Ava.

(Signed) W. E. PHILLIPS,
1oth April 1824,
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FORT WILLIAM 11th June 1824.

No. 1.

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rajah of
Ligore to the ifonble. W, E. Phillips Governor of
Pulo Penang.

After Compliments,

1 lave to acquaint my friend that the letter
which he sent to Quedali wans forwarded to me at
Ligore, and I received it on Friday the sixth day of
the Moon's deseent in the thivd Moath, It was
translatad into Siamese and I fully understood the
contents. It is said the Ava peopls have brought a
lotter to the Rajah of Quedah, who is residing at
Pulo Penang; that the Burmabs have concerted
with two or three Malayan Countries and that they
intend to restore the Quedah Conntry to the King.

Now 1 wish to communicate with my friend
with real sincerity that ha way not entertain any
suspicion, in order that every thing may be con-
dueted with propriety and friendship and good
understanding established.  As the Ryots and War-
riors of the King of Siam are extremely numerous
we are not afraid of being much perplexed by the
attempts of Ava which wishes to join the Malayan
Countries and take by force the Quedah Country

- which has long been a state tributary to Siamg

thera will not many Burmahs and Malays come and
a Sinmese Armament shall be sent which will reduce
them to Atoms. Ava and Siam have long heen

accnstomed to fight.

When the Burmahs formerly came to attack
Salang (Junk Ceylon ) and they wished to seitle
there, they were unable to do so and the number of
Burmahs who died was immnense, which was a good
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sample to them for once. Quedal is far from Ava,
but near t» Siam : the Burmahs and Malays wish
to take Quedah by force und to reside there ; but
the Siamese will not permit them and speedily
expel them; if Ava wishes to send assistance, he
cannot, for that Country is distunt,

I the Rujuh of Queduh thinks to effect this by
force, hie is mistaken, nnd a Sinmese armament shall
be sent to reduce him and he shull not be permitted
to remain there, but if he is dispused to adopt
concilintory course or pursue good road and solieit
my assistance, I will use my influence with the
King of Siam to effect Lis return to his former
Kampong in his own Country.

My friend who lives under the Govt. of the
English says he is of sincere leart and us his heart
is upright such is ours, he siys he will not interfere
on either side, but preserve neutrality and for his
letter to this effeet which L lias sent me [ retury
many thanks,

As to what is said respecting my coming to
Quedah with my force to consult and sottle respect-
ing the Rajub of Quedal ; if T were to procead there
at present there would le some difficult ¥ in procur-
ing Padily, my people would sot only be in distress
but the Ryots of the Country would also suffer, [f
however there are any hostilities, I shall come with
a large armmment at once,

With respect to the desire to consult relative to
returning the King of Quedah to his Cuuutry to
govern according to former Custown, it appeiars to
me also proper.  If the Rajah of Quedak will con-
sider and act with propriety, T will nssist him, and I
will be his security { or support him ) but T am ap-
prehensive he does not yet plice confidence in me ;
wherefore, I now send Koon Aksorn and Kia Nimore
to wait upon wy friend and consult with him upon
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the Rajah of Quedah’s business agreeably to what is
mentioned in my friend’s letter, and to ascertain,
with cestainty his wishes ; my friend will write to
me by Koon Aksorn and Kie Nimor, that [ may fully
comprehend.

When T am informed of his intentions, I will
devise weans in some way or other to settle this;
that there may be no disagreement in the road of
friendship ; and Koon Aksorn and Kie Nimor who
are now sent on this oceasion will, with my friend’s
permission, have a mesting with the Rajanh of
Quedah,

( A true Translation )
( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Translr, to Govt.

Penang

Ist April 1824.
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Memorandum,

Letter from the Honble. W. E. PHILLIPS, Esqre.
Govr. of Prince of Wales Island to the Rajah of
Ligore.

The Governor of Penang has received the reply,
which the Rajal of Ligore has sent to his Letter of
the 10 day of the Moon’s decrease, in the Month of
January, and which was delivered to him by the
two Envoys, Koon Aksorn and Nai Nee ring.
Although the Govr. of Penang laments that lLis
Highness could not come to Kedda in as muoch as
his being on the spot would have saved much trouble
and delay, yet to prove his sincarity and good will
towards the Rajah of Ligore, he has treated his
two Envoys with every kindness and consideration,
and has fully discassed with them the different points
at issue between the King of Kedda and Siam, and
the views and wishes of the British Govt. econ-
cerning the same.

The Governor of Penang must premise by
repeating what has been often communieated to the
Rajah of Ligore, that the British Government in
offering its mediation in fuvor of the King of
Kedda, is influenced by the most liberal and disin-
terested wotives. It seeks, and naturally seoks, to
afford every friendly nssistance and protection to its
ancient ally, and it is anxious to promote and secure
the quiet and welfare of the small surrounding
states, and to pravent quarrels and wars between the
maore powerful states. But to attain sach objects, it
does not look for any gain or territorinl nggrandise-
ment, and, wnless provoked, it las resolved not
to mterfers in the affairs of Kedda, as far as
regards Sium and its dependencies, in any other
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manner than by giving temperate counsel and adviee,
amd by offering its good offices and mediation in
favor of the Rajah of Kedda.

There is no donbt that the Rajah of Ligore has
Jerived no benefit or advantage from invading
Kedda, and that the difference of Religion, Langui-
ae and Custom, between its inhabitants and those
of his Highnesses Country, cannot jnstify any
apinion, that the Rajah of Ligore will hereafter be
able to derive any benefit or advantage from n con-
tinued occupation of the territories of Kedda. Hiz
Highness will not only be constantly troubled with
ihe rebellions and machinations of the Malayan
Inhabitants, until Kedda becomes a perfect desert,
but he may also bring down upon himself and upon
the Court of Sinm, all the evils and inconveniences
of an extensive hostile enterprize on the part of the
snrrounding states.

It is therafore clear to the Governor of Penang
and must be equally so to the Rajah of Ligore, that
the most prudent and judicious course will be for
the Rajah of Kedda to be allowed to return to his
Country, and to rule it again according to its
ancient Laws and usagas,

How so desirable an armangement may be most
effectually ndoptad hins been the subject of long and
anxions meditation to the Governor of Penang, but
after consulting very fully with the King of Kedda
and the Rajah of Ligore’s Envoys he is decidedly of
apinion, that the enclosed propositions for settling
the disputes between Kedda and Siam, and for
restoring an honorable pacification between the
Rajah of Ligore and the King of Kedda are
moderate, just and necessary,

The King of Kedda has entively agreed to
them, and if the Rajah of Ligore is sincere in his
desire of securing the good will and friendship
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of the British Governmwent, and in Lis eXpres-
sions of readiness to accept the offered media-
tion of the Governor of Penang, he eannot Lesitate
a moment, in acceding also to these terms, and
in giving an immedinte and unequivoeal proof,
(and 1o proof could possibly be more honor
able to his own Character, as well ns gratifying to
the Governor of Fenang ) of his determination to
contirm: what Le lias s0 often written, and what ha
ling more particularly instructed hLis Envoys to come
and declare to the Governor of Pennug, by fulfiliing
at once the 3d. of the enclosed articles of agreement,
proposed to be entered into between His Highness
aud the King of Kedda,

The Rajah of Ligore, as well as the King of
Keddn, has expressed Limself willing to abide by
the arbitration of the Governor of Penang who has
no desire but to reconcile these Chiefs on a basis
that may be honorable to themselves as well as
calculated to secure and promote the pence and
welfure of the surronniding states. The King of
Kedda will address an approprinte Letter to the
Rajah of Ligors, soliciting his friendship, and good
offices, and the Governor of Penung has ouly to beg
that if the Rajah of Ligore is not satisfied with the
terms which are now proposed to him for adjusting
the anffuirs of Kedda, lie will come down to Kedda
himself, or depute some Euvoys with full Powers to
form u conclusive engagement, and then instead of
the present tedious and unprofitable mode of
negotintion, the Governor of Penang will liuve it in
his power to ascertain more correctly the precise
views and feelings of the Hnjah of Ligore, nnd to
explain to His Hirhness more ful] ¥ and satisfactorily
the different important considerations, which recom-
mend an enrly settiement of the existing disputes
between Kedda and Siam, and in foet, an immedinte
acceptance of the aecowmpanying terms of agregment,
on the part of the Rajal of Ligore.
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Lastly, the Governor of Penang thinks it right
to give the best proof to the Rajah of Ligore, that
the English are friendly to the Siamese, by
acquainting His Highness. that the British Govern-
ment has declared war ageinst the Burmese, and
are about to attnek the Country of Ava on an
extensive scule.

(Signed ) W. E. PHILLIPS.
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FORT WILLIAM 11th June 1824,

No. 4.
MEMORANDUM for Negotintion with the
Rajah of Ligor.

1. The Rajah of Kedda in lien of the hereto-
fore unprofitable and irregularly sent “Bunga Mass™
will pay to the Court of Siam an annual sum of
Spanish Dollars 2,000 on condition that such snm
shall ensure inviolate the Territory of Kedda, and
exempt it from all other Claims in Money, Men,
armed Prows or Provisions by Siam or its Depen-
dencies,

2. The Rajah of Kedda to be goarantesd the
free navigation and transition of all produce and
Merchandize up and down the rivers which enter into
Lis Territories throngh any Country subject to the
Siamese authority or Government.

3. Every member or Dependant of the Kedda
Family forcibly taken from the Country of Kedda
and now retained either at Sianm or Ligor to be im-
medistely releassd and returned to Kedda together
with their Property.

4. Every Siameze to he withdrawn from the
Kedida Tarritory and care to be taken that the Malays
are not molested nor their Property plundered by the
Sinmese while effscting their rotreat, A ny violation of
this eompact to be desmed to annal what has precesdad.,

3. The Rajah of Ligor shall pledge himsalf to
obtain to this agreement the Confirmation of the
Emperor of Siam, whilst the Government of Penang
will obtain the guarantee of the British Government
toa punctunl payment of the sum agreed to ba

riven
by the Rajah of Kedda, .
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No. 4.

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rajah of
Ligor to the Honble. W. E. PHILLIPS, Governor
of Pulo Penang.

( After Compliments )

May my friend be informed that T received his
two lettars one of which was brought by Koon Aksorn
and the other by Nei Sigou which were translatad
into Siamese and fully understood by me. With
respect to Lebby Ghany, all the suspectad persons
lhave been brought to Ligor in Chains, they have
Leen bound to the stake with extended arms and
boat in order to extort a confession according to the
laws of Siam, that we may obtain n vortain declara-
tion, but none of them have yet confessed and they
have all been confined in prison.

There is another subject. Tok Johan, Wan Long
Kechil Panglima Saib, Che Naho Putill, Che Allang Che
Akeel, Che Musa, and Che Jayn who fled and took up
theie abode under the Government of the whits Peopls
have concerted together, collected Prows and become
Pirates, attacking tha vessels of people who are seeking
a livelihood at Soa, and they plunder the Birds nests
which form a part of the Revenue of Siam. I have
thevefore sent Prows to guard and to give assistance
and protection to all the villages in the Country as
well as to vestore tranguillity.

Such Malays as have become Pirates and who
may be found residing under the Siamese Government.,
[ <hall eanse to he seized and my friend should seize
and punish such Malays as reside in the Territories of
the white People, like those abovementioned, who may



& Literaliy
amrnamonts or
trappings.

[ 861
be guilty of such Crimes. do not let them find protec-
tion under the Government of the white people nor

become Pirates, and then all persons will bhe able to
go and come and trade without difficulty.

There is one wmore point. It is statel in my
friends letter that it is reported an armmment by land
and Sea (or naval and Military) is equipped, and if 1
wish to maintain a sincere feiendship, Twill give per-
mission for my friend’s confidential people to go and
inspect them, T declare with real sincevity of heart
that I do not entertain o thought injurions to Pulo
Pennngr, and the Prows are propared ns ornnments® for
the aid of the Country. 1 am nware that what is men-
tioned in the letter i= proper; but the desire to send
people to inspect evinees the appearance of a want of
confidence. Let not my friend theeefore longer en-
tertain any suspicion. Were he to send TPeople to
examine, it would not be like a troe heart, 1 have no
desita to tell a falschood and my sincerity will here-
after be made manifest. 1 eonzider how fiendship
may be established and prolonged with my friend,
and every thing relating to this business T have com-
municated to Koon Aksorn and Nei Neinor who
proceed to wait upon my friend in order that he moy
fully understand, Dated Wednesday the 11th of the
Moon's pige 4th Month in the year Goat.

(A brue Tronslation)
(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON
Malay Tr. to Govt.
Penany

24, April 1824,
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FORT WILLIAM 11th June 1824

Ne. 3.,

The Governor of Penang has received the reply of
the Rajah of Ligor to his two letters under date the
15th of December last and as His Highness has now
fully evineed his desire of discountenancing anil
punishing all such proceedings as those relating to the
unfortunate murder of Lebby Ganny the Governor has
no hesitation in assuring him, that His Highness's
letter and also the reports made by his two Envoys
( Koon Aksorn and Nei Neinor) are perfectly satisfactory.
The Governor of Penang had no other object in press-
ing the affair of Lebby Ganny so strongly than to
prove to the Rajah of Ligor, that the Dritish
Government would always notice the Condnet of
those who might shew themselves regardless of the
lives nnd property of its subjects, and to persuads
His Highness to join in the exertions which the
Governor of Penang i= unceasingly making for sup-
pressing Pirncy and for protecting the poor Native
Traders. The Rajah of Ligor's Envoys have them-
selves seen the two British Croizers which arve con-
stantly eniployed in protecting the navigation of the
surrounding seas,

The Governor of Penang hopes that the future
Correspondence between himself and the Rajah  of
Ligove will be in o more friendly and satisfactory tone
and ns n proof of his entire satisfuction with the
exertions, which the Rajah of Ligore has made to
discover the Murderers of Lebby Ganny, the Governor
begs, that if tha crime cannot be substantiated
by the Evidence of two or more witnesses agninsh
the suspected persons now under confinement the
Rajalt of Ligore will liberate them, and bury this
discussion in oblivion.

14 April 1824, (Signed) W. E. PHILLIPS.
(True Copies)

(Signed) R. IBBETSON

Secretary to Govt.
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FORT WILLIAM 11th June 1824.

TO G. SWINTON Esqre.
Seery. to the Govt.

FORT WILLIAM
Sir,

I have the honor to report for the information of
the Right Honble. the Govr. Genl,, that upon receiv-
ing authentic acconnts of the declaration of war
against the Burmans I lost no time in making a
confidential communication to the Siamese Minister
upor the subject,

I bave now turther the honoy to state that in
obedience to the instructions contained in your letter
of the 30th of Jany ® T shall embrace the opportunity
of a junk which is to sail tomorrow or the following
day for Siam to make an officinl communication,

1 have &ea.
(5d.) J. CRAWFURD, Resident,
SINGAPORE
11th May 1824,
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FORT WILLIAM 19th Novr. 1824,

To G. SWINTON Esqr.
&z, o, &e.
Bir,

In ohedience to the instructions contained in your
lotters of the 30th Jsary. and 14th of March 1 have
the honor to report that 1 have made an official com-
unication to the Sinmese Government of the war in
which we are engaged with the State of Ava. A copy
of the letter which I have addressed to the Sinmese
Minister on this Subject, and which was accompanied
by an aczurate Malay translation effected under my
own ingpection, is annexed to this dispatch for the
information of the Right Homble. the Governor
General in Council.

Government have had the goodness to observe
that in this doenment 1 have confined myself to such
a general declaration of our objects and sentiments s
copmedl best suited to the genius and character of the
Qinmese Court, and that T have abstained from propos-
ing any specific measure. This line of communication
has been preferved not less with a view to prevent
embarrassment to the ultimate and more mature
operations of our own Government, than from a due
consideration of the well known timidity and jealonsy
of the foreign policy of the Sinmese Court, which
notwithstanding its bitter hostility to the Burmans
will naturally view with some apprehension the near
approach of the British armies.

In refsrence to this material subject, I am dis-
tinctly of opinion that the war with the Burmans will
be most efficiently conducted without attempting any
concerted plan of cooperation with the Siamese. This
power 1 make no doubt will of its own accord, and
after its own manner, seize the fortunate opportunity
which now presents itself for harassing the Burmans
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in the most effectual manner of which it is capable,
while by attempting to combine their wmilitary opern-
tions with ours, we should only be shackled and
embarrassed by their ignorance and indocility, and
most probably disgeaced by their crmelties and
EXOeRERSE,

In one manner our direct assistance to the Siam-
ese will materially promote the genaral ol jects of the
war, This is by furnishing them with supplies of arns,
and I am happy to be enabled to raport that this sssen-
tinl object will be effected without delay and withont
subjecting the Government to ANy UNNECessary expense,
as a small vessel is daily expected at this port  from
England on her way to Siam with about eight
thousand stand of fire arms, These, with 20 picees of
iron ordnance, will without any interference on the
part of Government, be transmitted to Siam in the
commaon courss of commercial business. The ex-
pediency however of presenting the Siamese Conrt
with a certain quantity of fire arms as a token of our
friendship and confidence may e stuggested, and
indeed I am so much impressed with the utility of
this measure that I respectfully submit, that 1 have it
in view, should the war continue, or UESNIE [ More
serious nspect than seems at present probable, to
purchase a thousand stand of arms, and send them to
Siam in the name of the Right Honble. The Giovernon
General ; a proceeding which will cirtainly

invalye
the Government in an expense of 4 or 5000 Spanish
Dollars, but for which 1 trast for their approbation,

shouid it be considered to promote the publie service.

1 have now respectfully to advert to the impaortant
(question of the exchanges and agresments which it
may be advisable to make with the
which I am directed to submit
Tetter of the 12th of March.

Siamese, and on
ny opinion in your

“With the desire of placing before Government
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all the information which I have been able to collect,
bearing not only upon this particular question, but
upon our general interests and relations with the
pations of Indin bevond the Ganges, I have prepared
the rough sketch of a chart of those countries with
a series of explanatory notes, and T now transmit them
along with this dispatch, trusting that notwithstanding
the hurried manner in which they have been un-
avoidahly got up, they may be found of some assistance
in the important deliberations which now oceupy the
Government,

In discussing the question of our agreements and
exchanges with the Sinmese Court, I shall take it for
granted that the maritime possessions of the Burmans
from Martaban to Mergui are conquered and occupied
by # British force, and that we are to negotinte with
thisadvantage. Under such a state of things, [ have no
scruple in considering that the moment is at length
arpived when it is within our resch to arrange all our
differences with the Siamese—to place our commercial
interconrse both with that nation amd with Ava upon
a liberal footing, ealeulated to open n new and exten-
give channel to British indnstey, and finally to place
us in an attitude which will afford us, at little risk or
expense, ample security against the fubure aggressions
aml avrorance of either power.

I'his valnable ubject, ns it appears to me, may be
attained by the measure of retaining permanent
pusseasion of the Proviness of Mergni and Tavoy, or
even by the more limited one of permanently occupying
the ports of Tavoy and Mergui, with perhaps o small
portion of the tervitory adjacent to each.  This last
restricted ocoupation, as it can searcely be deemed o
tervitovial extension, and is in justice no more than
a wensure of precaulion and scourity may probably
deserve o preference, and I shall thevefore assume it
with a view to the arrangement which I have to offer
to the consideration of Government.
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1 venture therefore respsctfully to propose that
the ports of Mergni and Tavoy, but especially the
Intter, should be retained ns British possessions ; that
they shonld be fortifi=d, and declared free ports on the
principle so successfully pursued in regard te Sing-
apore aml that the maritims possassions of the
Burmans from Martaban downwarls shonld bs given
over to the Siamesa in consideration of a favorable
commercial treaty, and certain securities connected
with Prince of Wales Island and its loeal relations,

With a view to explain the ndvantores contem-
plated by this arrangement, a brief azcount of those
two porta may be necessary,  Tavoy lies between the
13° and 14° degrees of N. Latitude, and the mouth of
the river may be considersil as the proper port. The
river of Tavay to o considerable distancs in the interior
is fit for malive navigation. The town is abont 8
leagues up the river situateld in a fertila country
abounding in the orlinary necesaries of life. It is
but 7 ordinary miles ® from Bang-kol, the capital of
Siam, and apparently not abowe 2 or 3 days easy sail
at any senson of the year from Martaban and Rangoon,

Mergni lies between the 12 and 13 degrees of
Latitude and is sitnated npon an island at the mounth
of the viver of Tenasserim. It is deseribad as in every
respect one of the most commadions ports in India,
admitting the ingress and egress of ships of any
burthen in both monsoons, being pecfiectly safe when
entered, and - admitting of communication with the
British ports to the North and South of it, but
particularly with Caleutts, throughout the whola year.
The neighbouring country is naturally fertile, and
even at present, and atter the long misrule of the
Burmanz, abounding in the necessarvies of life. Many of
these advantages will he apparent from the inspection
of an ordinary chart of the Bay of Bengal, This
wns the port given over to Lonis the 14th in the
year 1688 by Treaty as one of the two Keys to the
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Kingdom of Siam. It waz actaally occupied by =
Freneh Foree for a considerable fime as well as
Bang-kok the modern Capital.

The first great advantage which may bs con-
templated from the occnpation of Tavoy and Mergni
will be the main seeurity which they will afford ns
agningt the futnre insolences and aggressions of the
Burmans or even of the Siamese. By the occipation
of these posts ® we shall ot once be placed in an
attitude to command in no inconsiderable degréee tha
destinies of both powers without subjecting ourselves
to any risk, probably to. little expense, and withont
the necessity of intermaddling in the polities of eithar
Ceurt, or incurring the hazrd of extending our
territorial possessions as a necessary measara ef indem-
nity ar retaliation for new provoeations. Tavoy, as
jnst mentioned, lies npon the immediste confines of the
most assailable and valnerable portion of the Burman
dominions, the subjueated and digcontented Kingdom
of Pegn, nnd is within n fow marches of ths Siamese
capital. It may ha safely expocted thevefors that the
bare conscience of our existence in this strong position
will produce n silent and salutary inflaence on tha
native connsels which shall render direct interference
needless,  Our own situation at the game tima both ab
Mergni and Tavoy will given us entira security from
the attacks or invoads of both of these States. Thesa
"osts® are assailable only by Sea, a mode of attack of
which they ave incapable, for, by land they ars secarved
by the natural barviers of monntaing and foresta
against the barbarons and unskilful tactics of these
Nationz, the safficient and conelusive proof’ of which
is the incapocity of the Siamess after  tregnent
attemptz to reconyuer them, notwithstanding theie

vicinity to their capital, and the fesble opposition of
the Burmans,

The next great benefit which may be contemplated
from the possession of the Ports of Mergui and Tavoy
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is immediately connected with the higher and more
general interests of our Indian Empire at large. The
central and convenient positions of these Posts® as well
as the natural rezources of their neighbonrhoods point
them out as stations of the utmost importance for the
refuge, the refreshment, the repair, or even the con-
struction both of onr Military aml Commercial Navy
in a period of Enropean hostilities; an advantage
which is not now for the first time brought to the
notice of the Supreme Government. My own indi-
vidunl conviction indeed of their utility in this point
of view is such that I venturs respectfully to submit
it as my opinion that our Indian Commerce and even
our possessions will be scarcely secure from an
Earvopean enemy until the Ports of Mergui and Tavoy
Le in our occopation. When on the other hand this
shall be the case, we are at once undisputed Masters
of the Commerce, the Navigation and the Military
Positions, not only of the Bay of Bengal, and the
Western Coast of Hindustan; but even' of the whola
Straits ol Malacea down to the China Sea, the most
important avenne to which is also under our control
as long as we maintain possession of Singapore.

The remaining advantags which may be expected
from the maintenance of these important Posts® on
the Coast of Tenasserim refer to the extension
and security of onr Commerce, The safety and
accessibility of * these Harbours, but especially of
that of Mergni have already heen adverted to,
and in aldition to these gualities, their central
and convenient geographieal position for teade, with '
the natural resources of the tecritories which surround
them, especially recommend them as fit stations for
Commercinl Emporia.  In reference to the first of
these aclvantages it is only noecessary to refer to their
ensy and not very distant  communication with Bengal
on the one hand, and with the Straits of Malacca and
thus intermediately with China on the other, as well
as the easy access which they will afford us internally
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to several millions of new customers among the
Burmans and Siamese, a people proved by recent

experience to have a taste and capacity for consuming
our manufactures.

The natural resources of the Provinces immedinte-
Iy connected with the Ports of Mergui and Tavoy are
from every account very considerable. T shall confine
myself here to an enumeration of a few of their prin-
cipal productions. These independent of a cheap

supply of corn consist of Tin, Sapan-wood, Sticlac
and Timber,

Tin exists in all the Countries of the Coast of
Tenasserim up to Tavoy inclusive, and the mines of
this metal which at present are in a state of great
depression, will soon become productive under British
protection, and with the skill and industry of the
Chinese Emigrants, who will soon be attracted to them
by the enconragement of our presence.

The ranges of mountains in the interior of thess
Provinces afford the largest supply of Sapan wood in
the world, at present available only to Siam, from the
want of all market fur it on the Western Coast. Of
this commodity it may be necessary  to remark that
it is at present in high request asa dying material
amang British Manufacturers, and that there is an
extensive demand for it in the British market where it
brings more than double the price of Logwood, a com-
modity the very privilege of cutting which has been
herstofore made the subject of conventions in the
Diplomacy of Europe.

The third Article of produce, Stic-lac, is one which
it is sufficiently known has under its different modific-
ations become of late years of great importance in
Commerce, promising in time to vie in value and ex-
tent of consumption with Indigo itself. Of the des-
scription. produced in the Tenasserim Provinces it is
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sufficient to state thatit isof the same kind and
quality with that of Siam which by recent trials in tha
Calcutta market is proved to be much superior to that
of Pegue and three times as valuable as that of Bengal.

The neighbonrhood of Mergui produces abundance
of the wood enlled Murboo®, which is well suited for
ship-building and among Indian Woods the next in
value to Teak. Neither this place nor Tavoy indeed
afford Teakwood itself which however is readily floated
down the river of Martaban at no inconvenient dis-
tanee, this stream being said to pass thro' some of
the principal Teak forests of Pague. From thence it
might ensily be conveyed even to Mergni by a voyage
of about one third the length of that for a similar
purpose from Rangoon to Caleutta.

As immediately connected with the subject 1 may
for a moment advert to. the probability of rendering
the proposed British Settlements available for Naval
Depats, Arsenals, and Doeks, amnd it may be con-
jectared that Mergui especially is pecnlinely well fitted
for the formation of snch establishments, as indepen-
dent of the other advantages already referred to, the
Tide instead of rizsing as at other European establish-
ments near the Eijuator to 6 and 8 feet rises here to
14 and 15 feet; an elevation considerad by professional
men ns necessary to the constroetion of web docks.

In relation to the guestion of oceupying Mergni
and Tavoy I shall only further respectfully add that
should this important measure be carried into effect
n pleasing prospect of industry will be developed, and
the trade of the Fastern Coast of the Bay of Bengal,
which was in early periods of the European connexion
one of the most considerable, but which the tyranny
and jealons policy of the Conct of Ava have, forat
least half a eentury, nearly blotted ont from the com-
mercial map of Asia, will under British protection
he speedily restored to a share of prosperity much



beyond what it enjoyed in any former period of its
history.

The next point upon which I have the honor to
submit my sentiments is the naturs of the arrangements
which it may be useful or convenient to make with
the Siamese Government respecting the local interests
of P\ W. Island, Before entering upon this topic,
I feel it to be my duty to offer it respectfully as my
clear and distinet conviction that the interests,
however valnable otherwize, are of secondary im-
portance to those which have just been considerad,
while in fact the most essential of them are virtually
secured by the establishment of the former,

For facility of reference 1 beg to submit the
following brief sketch of the Malay State of Queda,
and its relations 20 immediately connected with the
present question. It extends above a handred miles
along the shore from the Latituds of 6%, 50" to 5° and
embraces nbout one half the breadth of the Peninsuln,
or from 40 to G0 miles, Besides this the numerons
islands on the coast helong to it ; some of which are of
considerable size, but most of them desert and
uninhabited. To the south it is bounded by Pamk, a
principality as large ns itself and to the N. E. by
Patani which is much larger, Both of these are, like
itself, unguestionable tributavies of Siam.

Quada, before its occupation by the Sismess,
contatned from 40 to 50,000 inhabitants, and the
Rajah, by creating monopolies and by other means
little short. of extortion, realized an annual revenive of
about 30,000 Dollavs, exlusive of the stipend of 10,000
paid by the British Government. The demand for
grain by the population of P. W. Island was the canse
ot n considerable cultivation of rice in a tow favored
spots along the bunks of the rivers; hut in general the
country is covered with an extensive forest, anl to
such an extent that the population can scarcely he
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computed to exceed 8 inhabitants to a square mile,
CQuedn 1= generally destitute of all those commodities
which give some commercial consequence to the other
states of the Peninsula; such as tin. gold. pepper
and other ordinary Malayan products.

It is olmost superfluons to mention that P, W.
Island, with a strip of territory 20 miles long and 3
hiroad, are portions of the Queda principality, and that
they owe their present culture and popalation exclu-
sively to British protection, being one dreary and
uninhabited forest when we obtained possession. T6 is
of importance here to remark that since the Sinmese
occupation, a vast number of the Malays of Queda
have emigrated into the British territories, transfer-
ring thither under more favorable anspices the culture
of grain which was formerly carried on within the
native districts for the supply of P, W. Island ; thus
contributing alveady to render any connection with
that country less necessary to uns.

From this rapid sketeh, it will perhaps appear to
the Government that tle avquisition of the Snpremacy
of Quedn is not o matter of the st moment to s, noe
perhaps one caleulatedd to insure us any object of
material value—that it may entail upon us on the con-
trary future inconvenience and embarmssment, and
that while its relinguishment by the Siamese may be a
matter of considerable difficulty, to contend for it on
ours may involve the sacrifice of objects of far greater
moment and utility.

These diflevent points demand respectively some
explanation, The great inconvenience which has been
felt at P. W. Islaud for the last 15 years, and since the
recovery of the Siamese power, has arisen simply and
solely, according to my conception, from the British
power having coms into accidental collision with the
Siamese Government at this weak and detached point
of our Empire, and therefore in a situation not calon-
lated to impress the proud and ignorant Court of Siam
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with fhe necessary respect for our strength and
resources, This delusion will be at once dissipated by
our permanent occupation of Tavoy and Mergai, and
by the great lesson of our strength which the results
of the Burman war will have taught the nations be-
youd the Ganges, and which by commanding their
respect will in future render all pallistive aud cor-
rective expedients unnecessary.

In the reports which I had the honor to lay be-
fore Government respecting the Mission to Siam, 1
offered it as my opinion that more sdvantage was
likely to accrue to us from a direct intercourse with
the Siamese than with the more uncivilized and Jess
industrious Malays, whose connection, although it had
lnsted for near 40 years, had been productive of no
beneficial change in their own manners, and no sen-

sible advantage to us, and I still continue to entertain
these sentiments.

It is. however, to be remarked that the sequisition
of the supremacy of Qaeda, even could it be obtained
withont diffienlty and without sacrifice, by no means
removes from us the vicinage of the Siamese or thejy
political influence. They would still in such a case
possess the Superiority of Perak reaching far to the
South of us, and of Patani to the East, while their
own immediate territory would bound us to the north,
so that they would thus in a great measure continue
nearly to surround ourselves and our foable ally,

The inconveniences which T am lod to apprehend
by our acquiring the Supremacy over Queda arise
from the certainty of its becoming sooner or later
necessary for us to interfere in the affairs of the
Nutive Government. This principality is under our im-
mediate eye—the national character will be implicated
in its good or bad government, and that it will be ill
governed and our powerful support to the sovereign
employed as an instrument for the oppression of his
subjects, is what may reasonably be expected, not only
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from the example of all former cases of a similar
nature, but from the harbarous character of the people
and the evil habits of their rulers. Such a state of
things might ultimately lead to the necessity of
assuming the direct management of the Country, anid
thus involve the question of territorial extension over
a Country destitute of natural resonrves, of singular
poverty, and of which the sovereignty would serve no
purpose, but to involve ns in a needless and heavy
expence.

Even in the personal character of the present
Raja of Queda we have nothing to hope for should he
bhe restored, for it is admitted by his own friends that
his oppressive and rapacions conduct had long lost him
the affections of his subjects, that this encouraged the
invasion of the Siamese, and that it was in short the
principal cause which led to the loss of his throne.

I have respectfully to submit that according to
my conception of the loeal interests of P. W. lsland
every nszeful advantage will be adequately secnred by
a cession to us in full sovereignty of all that portion of
the Queda territory not already in our occupation
which extends from the river Crean to that of Marbao,
and backwards the whole way to the mountains of
Patani, and by a complete renunciation of the right
of soversignty and snpremacy over P. W, lsland, neces-
sarily implying also a renunciation of the stipend paid
to the Rajas of Queda,

Over a tract of country of this limited extent,
British administration and legislation may he bronght
to operate at once with advantage and efficiency,
and provision is already made for such an accession of
territory by the existing charter of Justice for the
Island. A well defined boundary such as now describ-
ed will, at the same time, I presume to believe, sacure
us more effectually from collision with the Siamese
authority than the feeble romedy of interposing o
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wenk and tributary state, for in that situation we shall
be in direct contact with the comparatively strong
and responsible Government of Siam, then as T trust
bound to us by treaties, and awed into respect and
moderation as well by the commanding attitude of our
position on the Coast of Tenasserim as by the reputa-
tion of our arms, and united to us at the same time by
the common ties of a commercial intercourse which is
daily growing in magnitude and consequence.

A mature consideration of the character of the
new relation in which the Raja of Queda would stand
in the event of his becoming our tributary will un-
doubtedly add force to this argument. When restored
he must for ever he the secret enemy of the Siamese,
anid with such sentiments, a conduct of much for-
bearance is scarcely to be expected from him. The
Siamese on their part again with the known pride of
that people, can hardly be supposed to submit very
tamely to the sudden loss of a tributary and dependant
[state | of whole canturies standing: Provocations
and insults will follow, and we may be readily
involved in the unprofitable quarrel of our ally.

The Raja of Qneda while he was in authority can
scarcely be said to have established upon us any very
strong claims.  He was placed indeed under circum-
stances of some temptation and some difficnlty, but he
readily gave way to them, and hiz behaviour was
usnally vacillating and uncandid, while there existed
strong reasons for complaining cven of some positive
evasions of his connection with us. Whatever in-
tdemnity therefore he receives, should the Siamese not
voluntarily restore him to his throne, he will owe
rather to our sense of justice, and to our compassion,
than to any claim of a political nature. I must
respectfully suggest thervefore that the stipend of
10,000 Spanish Dollars heretofore paid to him for
. W, lsland should now be paid to him as a Pension
for life. In such an event we shall amply have



[ 52]

acquitted ourselves of any obligation which we may
be supposed to lie under to him, and his own condi-
tion after all will not be worse than that of the titular
sultans of Johors who boast a much higher rank, or
if he should be inclined to take a different view of his
destiny, he must charge his misfortunes to the
Siamese Government who are the only authors of it.

The Inst question which [ have the honor to
bring under the notice of Government iz the com-
mercial arrangements which it may be expedient to
form with the Conrt of Siam. Upon this important
subject, I have already had the honor of submitting
my views at considerable length, and the period has
now arrived when 1 trost it will be in the *power
of Government to obtain a considerable share of
freedom and security for our commercial interests with
that Kingdom.

It is scarcely necessary to insist at any length in
this place upon the extent and value of the trade
which Siam is capable of condueting with the British
Dominions and I shall only shortly observe that it is
the persunsion of those who have had the greatest
experience of it, and who are most interested in its
results that there i= no Asiatic Country where so
decided n taste prevails for the consumption ot
European and Indian manufactures, and few capable
of affording such rich and varied products in return.,

That 1 may present to the Government however
at a single view a picturs of the ecapabilities of this
branch of commerce, I beg leave to state the few
following facts. The modern intercourse between
Siam and the British possessions had its first origin
about 12 yearsago, The first year of the Establishment
of Singapore 4 junks from Siam visited the place,
This season there have visited it 35 junks which have
imported Sinmess produce to the extent of between
4 and 5000 tons, and exported British and Indian
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manufactures to the value of little lezs than 250,000
Spanish Deollars, or half a million of Caleutta Sicca
Rupees,

The statement now made does not include the
“less considerable trade carried on at the same time
divectly under the British flag, yet it is this branch
which mote immediately reguires and demands pro-
tection and security, because it is in this department,
on nccount of the superior capital, skill and essential
economy with which it is conducted, that there is
reason to look for the widest and most rapid extensions.

The principal obstacle which the European trade
has to contend with in Siam exists in the monopolies
anid claims of pre-emption exercised by the officers of
the Sinmese Government, and in general in their
vexntions and ignorant interference in the details of a
cargo, These restraints and vexations which are
nearly confined to it have during the two last years
almost entirely driven away Enropsan Shipping, and
having thus failed to produes to the Sinmese officers
the emoluments upon which they were reckoning,
there is ground to hops, considering the favorable
auspices under which the negotintions will be
opened, that they will be induced to relinguish
their pernicions and useless privileges without any
serious diffienlty.

The trade of the Chinese in Siam is upon the
whole on a fair footing, advantageons both to them-
selves and to the Sinmese Government, and this
equitable and not invidious precedent for the establish-
ment of our own commercial interests may be kept
in mind. The terms of it however imply a consider-
able 'knowladge of native details which would render
it less suitable to us, and upon the whole I am of
opinion, that the most convenient possible armnge-
ment for tha British trade would be the payment at
once of o handsome and determinate sum for each ship
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rated according to her tonnage or measurement—
implying of conrse an entire exemption from all export
and impart duties,

The presents and perquisites of office now paid
should 1 am of apinion remain untouched. Thess are
neither oppressive nor heavy in amonnt, and their
continuance will at once gratify the vanity of the
Siamase, and secure their attention and good offices.

I may take leave of this question by respectfully
suggesting it as my humble convietion, that should
our trade with Siam be finally established on the
terms and conditions now submitted to the Right
Honble. the Governor General, [ ha ] will, by earrying
snuch & measuve into effect, confer an inestimakble boon
upon the commercial interssts of the Empire at large,
which must be appreciated with gratitule,

I shall bring this dispatch to a conclusion by
offering to the considertion of the Right Honble, the
Governor General a few obssrvations upon the most
expedient time aml cirenmatances for conducting onr
negotintions with the Court of Siam. It is my
distinet conviction on these points that the negotia-
tion should be conducted by the DPolitical Agent
of the Governor General only—that it should
be conducted on the spot where our Armies are
acting, nivl before they are withdrawn ; but above all,
that no haste should be evinead in making territorial
concessions to the Sjamese.  Unless the character of
the Sianmese Court has been greatly misunderstood,
the display of our military power which is now
making in their immediate neighbourhood will pro-
duce a decided and a salutary change in its senti-
ments and policy, and such o mwoment mnst not be
lost. It will be obvions that the Agent to the
Governor General will under these circumstances
negotiate with an authority and efficiency which
cannot be locked for from any other quarter. He will
al#o obtain from hie situation an accurate knowledge
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af all those local details which are at presant wanting
and which are s0 essential to the soccess of the
negotintion. The conquests made on the Uoast of
Tenasserim should be retained for n time sufficiently
long to convines the Siamesa Court that we are nob
unaciuainted with the value of what we propose to
exchange with them, and in general it should ba
made to appear that the negotintion is rather songht
for on their part than tendered on onrs.

1 have the honor to submit for the information of
the Right Honble. the Governor General in Conneil
the outlines of such a convention with the Sinmese
Government * a5 it appesars to me would place our

alrondy printea. Melations with that power on a convenient and

Straits Settle-

mants, Vol 90.

advantageous footing. Bach article is accompanied
by a few necessary explanations.

| have &ca.
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD
Resident.
Singnpore

31st May 1824,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 22 July 15824

CATTAIN CANNING at RANGOON,

To R, IBBETSON Esquire
Secretary to Government

FORT CORNWALLIS
Sir,

5. With reference to the communications pen-

ding between the Government of Fort Cornwallis and
the Siamese power, and more particularly to the
deputation of Lirutenant Low to the Bajaly of Ligor,
it appears to me that this Iatter measure can hardly
fuil of being productive of the most important results
with respect to the contest in which we are now
engaged with the Burmese. The King of Siam, pos-
sessed of authority and official information of our
being at war with that nation, will in all probability
advance his forces and thus further distract their
councils and operations to the Southward, It would
no doubt be highly desirable for a detached foree from
this place to occupy Tavoy and Mergui, but the
unfavorable season of the year appears to afford litt]e
chance of such an attempt being made with success,

L ] - L ] L] - L]
I have &ca.
(Signed) J. CANNING Captn,
Political Agent,

Rangoon
10 June 1824,
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FORT WILLIAM, 11th June 1824.

TO THE HONORABLE
WM. EDWARD PHILLIPS, Esqre.
Governor in Council of
Prince of Wales" Island.
Henble. Sir,

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
vour dispatch dated 26th April last”, the perusal of
which has afforded vz much satisfaction,

2. We regard as highly culpable the conduct of
the Rajah of Queda in opening a clandesting corres-
pondence with the Court of Ava, whilst living under
British protection, The consequences of that improper
and unjustifinble step could scarcely have failed of en-
tailing serious embarmessment under almost any other
cireumstances than those of the present moment ; we
nevertheless rejoice at the prospect which now exists
of the restoration of our antient Ally to his hereditary
dominions, on terms so fair and reasonable as those
stated in your President’s Minute ; and it will be very
satisfactory to us to find that the Government of Siam
receives your proposition to the above effect, in as
favorable a manner, ns the Rajah of Ligore has done.
In the mean time the Ex-Rajah of Queda will of course
be on his gunrd against any treachery which the
Siamese may meditate the execution of, under the
cloak of friendly and pacific intentions. We will only
add fuorther on this point, that both the manner in
which the Houble, the Governor opened his Communi-
cations with the HRajah of Ligore on the subject of
Quedah, and the tenor of his several addresses to that
Chief have our entire approbation.
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3. Tha Correspondence of the Court of Ava in
the Queda affair is extremely enrious and interesting,
and demonstrates in a remarkable manner the prasp-
ing and ambitious spirit which influences the Councils
of that State.

4. The cordial disposition manifested by your
Giovt. to co-operate to the extent of your means in our
praojected attack on the eapital of the ensmy's domini-
ons, demands our sincers acknowledgaments, and we
doubt not that the Vessels and craft which you have
so promptly dispatched to the Rangoon River, will
prove of essential service. Woe trust to hear shortly
of their safe arrival, and shall be prepared to sauction
any espenses which you may have found it necessary
to inenr in making arrangements for the hire or pur-
chase of these and other Boats. Your suggestion
regnrling descents, Tavoy &on, with the view to
collect o quantity of the large Burmalk Boats, will
doubtless mest with due attention from the Brigr.
Genl. Sir A. Campbell, to whom the conduct and
regulation of all military operations on the coasts of
Pegue and Tenasserim has besn entrosted.

5. We have the honor to express our concurrence
in the measure of deputing Lientt. Low on a Mission
to the Rajah of Ligore for the purpose of affording
explanation regarding the existing War between the
British Govwt. and the State of Ava, and of wrging
a speedy settlement of the Quedah question, amd
shall look forward with particnlar interest to the
receipt of accounts of his reception and conferences,

6. We are of opinion that the active exertions of
the Siamese against the Burmahs should be invited and
encouraged to the ntmost extent, though it will evident-
Iy be desirnble to let them prosecute hostilities entirely
in their own way, and to select their own points of
attack, and you will of course abstain from committing
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the British Government by any specific engagements
to support their fature operations. From the deter-
mined spirit of defiance and hostility evinced by the
Burmese no less than from their bravery anl conduoct
on several oceasions, and the suceess which they have
obtained on our own frontier, it seems probable that
the contest will be obstinately prolonged by that
people, and hence thers will donhtless be abundance
of leisure for the Sinmese Govt. to second our measures
and at the same time recover any places which they
may desire to wrest from the common enemy. by
creating a powerful diversion on the Eastern frontier
of Ava.

7. We areapprized by a letter just received from
the Resident at Singapore ( Copy of which is herewith
transmitted) that that officer has communicated officially
to the Court of Siam the ocenrrenca of war bebween
the British and Burnmh Government.

8. Previous to the receipt of your present dis-
patch we had discovered and corrected our former
oversight in stating Junk Ceylon to be temporarily in
the possession of the Burmahs.

We have &ca,
(Signed) AMHERST
- K. PAGET
" J. FENDALL
FORT WILLIAM
11th June 1824,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 24 June 1824

Lotter from the Homble, W. E. PHILLIPS
Governor of Pulo Penang to the Rajah of Ligove.

The Governor of Pulo Penang has now the satbis-
taction to communicate to His Highness the Rajah of
Ligore the success of the British Arms against the
Burmahs. The Port of Rangoon was taken in a few
hours and is now in possession of the British troops,
and Negrais, Cheduba and Bassein have also been
taken, Several large expeditions from Bengal, Madras
and Bombay have already proceeded to Rangoon and
others are to follow. 1f the Rajah of Ligore is dis-
posed to accede to the proposals lately made to him,
the Governor of Pulo Penang requests he will im-
medintely dispatch his fleets of Prows which are
equipped at the Northern Ports of Quedah to coopernte
with the British troops at Rangoon, by which His
Highness will participate in the glory of having sub-
dued the haughty power of Ava, which State has been
no less an enemy to the Sinmese than it 18 to the
British Government.,

The Governor again expresses n hope that the
Rajah of Ligore will not delay dispatching his Boats to
attack the Burmahs and expedite the conquest of the
Kingdom,

(Signed ) W. E, PHILLIPS Governaor.

Penang
15 June 1324,



Factory
Rocords,
Stralts Sottle-
mants, Vol 85,
P BAT-B51.

Rasident at
Singapare
21 Juno 1824,

[ 61 ]
FORT CORNWALLIS The 8 July 1824.

RESIDENT at SINGAPORE,

Ta,
R. IBBETSON Esquire
Secretary to the Government

Prince Wales Island.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
of your letter of the 10 : of May transmitting agreeably
to the wish expressed by the Supreme Government,
various papers and documents connected with the
subject of the war in which we are engaged with the
state of Ava,

1 beg respectfully to lay before the Honormble the
Governor in Uouncil copy of a lstter which, in
obedience to instructions  contained in a dispatch from
the Secretary to Government in the Political Depart-
ment dated 30: January, I have addressed to the
Sinmese Minister.

[ shall,have the lonor of submitting to the
Honorable the Governor in Conncil without delay,
and from time to time such information from Sinm
bearing upon the guestion of Burman war as may be
received at this place.

I have &ea.
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD

Hesident.
Singapore
21 June 1524,
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The letter of John Crawfurd Esquire Resident of
Singapore to His Excellency the Chao Pia Prah-Klang,
Chan Kun-Kesa &e.

I am commanded by the Governor General of
India to communicate to your Excellency for the
information of His Majesty the King of Sinm, that he
has declared war against the Burmans, and shortly to
state tha caunses which have led to that event. The
Siamese Court sufficiently knows the faithless chamoter
of the Burman Government, and the restless ambition
with which they are constantly disturbing the peace
of their neighbours. Last year intent upon the con-
quest and destruction of your nation, they sent an
embassy to the King of Cochin China praying him to
Join them in an offensive league tor your overthrow,
but that prudent and just Prince has declined all
conmexion with so dangerous s people. That your
Excellency may entertain no doubt respecting the
wicked purposes of this Mission, 1 send you a
translation of the letter with which the Burman
Embassadors were charged,

Our mation, which are the neighours of the
Burmans to the West have not been able to escape by
a conduct of the most guarded forbearance, the effects
of their unprincipled ambition and vanity. For years
together they continued to harass us by seizing and
enslaving our subjects, and by addressing our Govern-
ment in the arrogant language of a peopls unacquaint-
ed with their own essential weakness and ignorant of
the forms of intercourse hetween great nations, This
insolence has at length been carried to the last
extremity by the seizure of one portion of our territory,
and the invasion of another. War has in consequence
been declared. A great fleet and army has sailed
from Bengal and Madras to seize upon Rangoon,
Martaban, Tavoy and Mergui, and the Governor
General has declared that he will not lay down his
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arms until ample reparation shall have heen made.
Conquest is not his object but your Exesllency will
have the satistaction of seeing, as the result of this
war, the Burman nation deprived for ever of the power
of disturbing the pence of their neighbours,

The Merchants of Calentta, Penang and Singa-
pore have been directed to furnish yom with every
deseription of arms and ammunition which you may
reguire, and | request you will be pleased to communi=
cate to the Honorable the Governor of Prince of Wales
Island or inform me in what manner we can be usefol
to you in prosscuting the war against the common
enemy.

I have the commands of the Governor Leneral to
make to his Majesty the strongest assurances of friend-
ship and good will, and | beg to offer you a small
present as a token of my respect.

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD.
Resident.
Singapore
13 May 1824,
A Trme Copy
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD,
Resident.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 8: July 1821

LIEUTT. LOW at TRANG.

To,
R. IBBETSON Esquire
Secretary to Government
Prince of Wales [sland,
Sir,
I have the honor to report for the information of
the Honorable the Governor in Council that after
meeting with many vexatious ohstacles to the prosecu-
tion of the objects of the Mission on which I have
been deputed, and wlich have arisen out of the
extremely cautions disposition of the Siamese authori-
ties here and elsewhere—And after o tedious corres-
pondence with the Rajah of Ligor, which has only
served the more to excite instead of gratifying his
desite to become acquainted with particulars, His
Highness has at length adopted the singular resolution
of holding a conference with me heve at Trang in place
of receiving me at Ligor.

This resolution of the Rajah. contained in a lettor
to my address only reached me last night, and I have
lost no time in directing Captain Chevers to procesd
with this dispatch to Penang in order. that the Honor-
able the Governor in Council may be apprized as early
as possible of the intentions of the Raja.

I have taken advantage of this fortunate deter-
mination of His Highness, and in my reply to his last
letter, which will probably reach him about the
middle of his journey, have given him fairly to under-
stand that however happy I will be to meet him here,
still that in not receiving the Mission at his capital
he has departed from the established customs of
independent nations in their treatment of embassies,
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Althongh my endeavours to gain an overland
passage to Ligor have thus proved wvain, yet it will [
hope be evident that this minor object, (in so far as
regards the main purposes of the Mission ) however
desirable in itself, could not have been attained with-
out foregoing the only chanee remaining of procnring
a seasonable supply of boats,

His Highness may be expected here in the course
of live or six days, but not sooner.

As the time seems to me, from a perusal of my
instructions, to have passed, within which a supply of
boats might have proved of advantage to the public
Service, I am therelors very anxious to learn, before
conferring on the subject with the Rajah, whether the
Honorable the Governor in Council is still desirous
that an engagement be entered into with Iis High-
ness on this heud.

Should the Rajuh arvive betore a reply returns to
this dispateh the subject ean be postponed for a conple
of dnys. It boats are not now required and notice
shall rench me in time, a fuir oconston will then pre-
sent itself for representing to His Highness the
excellent opportunity which his dilatory conduct has
lost him for displaying his friend yldisposition towards
the British Government and of realizing his former

numerons professions of the existence of amicable
feclings in his mind.

It sevns to me however requisite in order to
acconnt in some measure for His Highness's conduct,
to notice that from the general tone adoped by him in
hiz correspondence with me, and that used by his
ofticers of rank in the various conferences I have had
with them, it would appear that His Highness stands
much more in awe, and lies more under the immediate
control, of the Court of Bankok than he is willing to
admit, or allow others to suspect.
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The consideration that snch might really be the
case has prevented me from hitherto alluding, except
in a very casual way to the subject of boats. My in-
structions did not warrant any other mode of procedure.
I have also every reason to believe that had any direct
application for boats been made by me, the Rajah
would immediately have supposed that the Mission
had been sent for the sole purposs of asking for them,
and he might have beeu thereby induced to slight the
Mission instead of directing it to be treated with the
marked respect and attention it has met with, and he
would most probably in that case have left the matter
to the decision of the vain and presumptuous Conrt
of Siam, which would have readily and glailly seized
s0 inviting an occasion of holding up the English ty
the world as a people who were urged by necessity
and not induced by mere motives of conveniency to
seck its aid. Much more therefore under this view
of the case would have been lost in real dignity at a
juncture when, if I mistake not, the chief aim seemed,
as it now seems, to be to impress the nations in our
neighbourhood with a just sense of the power and
humanity of the British, than could have been coun-
terbalanced by any aid in point of boats which the
Sinmese might have been willing to grant.

It was only by a personal conference with the
Rajah that I could hope to effect the object in view,
and at the same time prevent His Highness presuming
too much on what he might feel disposed to grant.

From all the enquiries I have made and my own
observation, it does not appear to me that the Rajah is
in possession of more than twenty boats eapable of
performing a voyage to Rangoon, and even these conld
not venturs to sea without considerable preparation.
They have no decks and are indifferently rigged, and
they are for the most part so low in the gunwale that
the least sen must wash over them.
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I have seen some of those which were employed in
the invasion of Keddn, but they are nearly worn ont
and quite unfit for the purpose required.

It shall be my duty (in the event of my not
receiving a reply to this letter in sufficient time) Lo
conclnde a provisional agreement only with the Rajah,
provided he has power to give boats without a previons
reference to Bankok.

After having fully conferred with Hiz Highness,
1 will dispatch a native boat to Penang with such
information as it may appear of importance should bo
communicated to the Government.,

1 regret the necessity I have lain under of
detaining the Brig Commerce until this time. The
uneertainty reganding the real intentions of the Rajah
prevented me from Innding the party ab Trang, and
1 wns awnre that a haste to do so wonld only have
added to the apprehensions of our real views manifested

hy the authorities thers, and have proved detrimental
to the Mission.

Whilst waiting the decision of the Rajah of
Ligor, the Commerce croized for fifteen days to the
Northward. This measure enabled me personally to
ascertain the condition and resources of the Siamese
Governments in that direction.

The observations which were made during that
period will be included in the Public Report of my
Proceedings which I will have the honor herealter to
submit to Government.

But in the present posture of the British in respect
to Ava the following fact may seem worthy of notice.

The mutual boundary of the Burman and Siamese
possessions on this Const of the Peninsula lies a little
to the Northward of a Siamese Post or Dependency
called Rindong, on the south of which, and next
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in order is a small government called Takoq Pii,
These lie to the Northwanl of Junkeeylon or Salang.

L believa this boundary has been laid down with
tolerabile precision in my map of Siam,

In s0 far ns my expericnce and enquiries  enable
me to jadge, there exists not the least foundation for
the varions reports spread dhraad at Penang regarding
the foree in men and fsots of prows belonging to the
Siamese on this Coast,

[ beg further to veport that the Escort and other
persons accompanying the Mission are in the most
healthy state, although they have been till within the
Inst three days crowded in the small Brig and con-
stantly exposed to rain nud sun.

1 have much pleasure in observing that Captain
Chevers Commanding the Brig and Mr. Freeman its
Supracargo, have cheerfully afforded me every assistance
which lny within their power,

I have &en.
(Signed) JAMES LOW
Agent,
Trng
21 June 1824,

THE SECRETARY reports. that the following
reply to Lieutenaut Low, having been circulated and
approved, was delivered to the Master Attendant with
directions to dispatch the same forthwith per Brig
Commerce,
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Wacisey FORT CORNWALLIS The 22 July 1821,
Recoras,
Straits Settie-
ments, Vol. 05,
PR 68-71,
124 set of paging) LIEUTENANT LOW at TRANG.
Licutt. Low at To
s Sadpinn) R. IBBETSON Esquire
Secretary to Government
Prince of Wales Island.
Sir,

With reference to my letter to your address dated
on the 21 Instant and forwarded by the Brig Com-
merce | have now the honor to report for the
information of the honorable the Governer in Council
that a Son of the Rajah of Ligor arrived here yester-
doy with a retinue of three hundred soldiers. He
delivered to me a letter from the Rajah in which His
Highness expresses his extreme regret that a severe
indisposition, which attacked him two days before his
intended departure from Ligor, has prevented him
from immediately fulfilling his promise to meet and
confer with me at Trang. And also a hope that the
circumstance of his having sent down one of his sons
who possesses his entive confidence to wvisit me, will
remove from my mind any doubts which may then
have arisen of the sincerity of bis professions of amity
towards the British Government at Penang, and may
induce me to prolong my stay in his country until I
shall be enabled fully to explain to him the nature

anid extent of the subjects on which [ have been
deputed.

The young Prince has returned to Ligor with my
reply to his father's letter. He will return here again
in o fow days,

I beg to be favored with such accounts regarding
the operations in the Burman Country as may have
reached Penang since the Mission left it, and as
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the Honorable the Governor in Council may desm of

sufficient importance to be communicated by me to
the Rajah.

As it is impossible at present for me to say that
accidents may not happen to preclude a personal inter-
view with His Highness, 1 therefore beg to be favored
with further instructions whether in such an extreme
case | ghall be authorized to explain by letter or
otherwise to him the whole or any part of the subjects
connected with my Mission,

It seems to me materinl at this juncture to notice
that my former suspicions, expressed in my last letter
to your address, of the inability of the Rajah to con-
duct agreeably to his own inclinations or to decide on
affairs connected with the policy of other states in
respect to Siam or Ligor, have been fully justified by
the sequel.

I have apprized His Highness that had he, at the
period of my arrival in his Country, made s fair and
open avowal of the now very circumseribed nature of
his power, it might have saved muoch vexations corres-
pondence and would haye prevented all the unnecssary
delay which has ensued.

It is evident however that as His Highness had
led the Honorable the Governor in Couneil to believe
what was then perhaps actually the case, that he
possessed a cortain share of separate authority, or had
such. vested in him by the Court of Siam, in matters
not involving serious discussion betwixt it and foreign
Courts His Highness therefors naturally shrunk as
long as he conld from the mortifying confession that
hiz public actions must “ now be implicitly regulated
* by & Council of Ministers who have Iately been sent
* to Ligor from Bankok.”

1 have without any formal notifieation on my part
clearly ascertained that the Rajah of Ligor could not
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have sent a single boat to Rangoon without a previous
reference to Siam. A direct negotiation with the
Conrt of Siam was not 1 believe contemplated by the
Honorable the Governor in Council. Bubt even had
such been entered on too much time must have elapsad
before the decision of that Court could have been
received at Ligor, and the consequent equipment and
repairs which the Haja’s boats wonld have requived,
could have been finished, to have admitted of a
seasonable supply being procured.

It is probable that the Mission may be detaineld
in the Raj's Country until the latter part of July.
For many reasons I am very anxious that the
Honorable the Governor in Council may be pleased to
order the Brig Commerce or some other vessel to
proceed from: Penang so as to reach Trang about the
15 of July, and as the distance from the Harbour to
where the Mission will ba encamped is considerable, to
intimate its arvival by firing two guns.

My messengers Khoon Aksorn and Nai  Neim,
Sinmese officers of rank, will deliver these dispatches,
and I request they may be sent back with all con-
venient expedition, as they are not empowered by the
Rajn to make any communications and have been
placed solely at my disposal.

I beg that the Naick and four Sepoys who
accompany these officers may be allowed to returm
with them. Ten days rations have been put on board
the prows, which it is to be expected will be sufficient
for the whole voyage.

1 am happy to be able to report that all my party
are in perfect health.
I have &ea.
(Signed) JAMES LOW
Agent.
Pramg
25 June 1824,
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To LIEUTT. LOW.

Toe LIEUTENANT LOW

Bir,

L am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter dated 21 ultimo from Trang and to convey to
you the following reply.

The Hemorable the Governor in Council, con-
curring entirely in your view as to the time having
passed when a supply of boats from the Rajah of
Ligore would have proved of advantage to the public
gervice, desires that you will now enter into no
engagements for obtaining such, but content yourse!f
with apprizing His Highness, that the British
Expedition against Ava has  captured Cheduba,
Negrais and Rangoon, and that should His Highness
or the Siamese Court desire to share in the glory of
subduing the pride of the Burmans, they cannot be too
prompt and active in detaching to the British Army
all the Boats, and land and water carringe, as well as
other means of co-operation they can command.

The Governor in Council further desires that
after making the above commnnication to His High-
ness, you will use every exertion and endeavour to
persuade the Rajah also to afford vou his aid in
procuring at Trang and any of the Porte of Kedah, as
large supplies of Rice and Paddy as possible for the
use of this Settlement, where thess articles have
becoms extremely scarce, and which induce the
necessity of every practicable exertion being used
to provide for the possible contingency of public want.

Having therefore effected all your arrangements
at Trang, you will endeavour before you quit the
place, finally to hold out inducements to the Rajali
and People there to send here, as well from Trang
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as Pungal, as much rice and paddy as possible, assur-
ing them that until the 1st of October next a Bounty
or Premium at the rate of 15 Dollars per Coyan for
rice and of 74 Dollars per Uoyan for paddy will be
paid by this Government for all such supplies as may
be received here from thence. You will urge this
point on the Rajah of Ligor with particular force and
claim from him his best aid and assistance as a testi-
mony he can easily afford of his good disposition to
our interests,

Whether Grain is prozurable or not to the North-
ward, yon will apply to the Hajh for letters to the
Chiefs at all the Ports between Trang and Kedah, at
which for the same purpose you will touch on your
return and hold out the same inducements,

It is hoped that these indocements may be suffi-
cient to secure a plentiful supply of grain for this
place, but shiould such not be the case yon are
authorized ot Morlis and also at Kedah to porchass
at once, with the previous leave of the Rajah of Ligor,
as much grain as can be procurable and to draw bills
on this Government for the amount thereof, taking all
possible and secure means for the dispateh thereof to
this Port.

From the foregoing detail you will observe how
important an early supply of grain will prove, 1t
will be for you to provide as much of this article as
possible, and so to shape your communications ns not
to appear more urgent on the occasion, than with
reference to the peculiar charncter of that Chisftain
will be actually desirable to effect the ohject.

The Charterparty of the Commerce will be out on
the 31: instant, and if you can return, having effected
these arrangements within that period, it will be satis-
factory, but you must consider the fulfilment of the
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Rajah of Ligore
2 July 1824,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 22 July 1824,

RAJAH of LIGOR,

Translation of a letter fram the Rajoh of Ligore to the
Honorable W. E. Phillips, Governor of 'alo Penang.

( After Compliments. )

I have heawl it mentioned lately that inland of
Prye and at the River Mooda, the people who reside
under my friend’s Government have taken possession
of more land than is specified in the Treaty which has
long been in existence. In that Treaty the territory
which belongs to Pulo Penang and what appertains to
Quedah is distinctly specified, and this intelligence
havine reached mo 1 cannot be silent upon the subject,
for the Country of Quedah has been entirely transfer-
red to me by His Most BExeellent Majesty of Siam. 1
therefore request that my friend will alhera to the
treaty with justice, for my friend and I are desirons of

being upon amicable terms, and to prolong a gowl
understanding.

Moreover, Svi Johan Perkasu, a Malayan Chief,
who has long been a pirate, 1 have already representeld
to my friend. Ha sent his people to steal the Binds'
Nests, which are part of the Revenues of the King of
Siam, and where he could not succeed in carrying
them all away he caused fires to be kindled in the
caves to destroy them. He afterwards attacked
Chinese trading prows and the people who wish to go
and trade find it very hazardous to do so. Sri Johan
Perkasu is guilty of a variety of snch like acts. 1 sent
prows to endeavour to seize him, but he fled and now
resides at Pulo Penang. Will my friend therefora
seize Sri Johan Perkasu and his follows who have been
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committing such offences and follow the customs in
respect to their punishment,

Further, my friend sent a letter to Quedah, which
was forwarded to Ligore, stating that two Chinese
nnmed Oosooye and Achuan, inhabitants of Pulo
Penang, had fled to Quedah, anil requesting my
assistance to seize and return them. 1 ordered a
search to be made and learnt that they had gone to
Singora, 1 ordered them to be pursned and directed
that they shonld be seized if found : but Chinese
Oosooye and Achuan made their escape in o prow
from the Singora River before the arrival of the
people whom I sent to seize them, and as it was not

known where they had flad to, 1 could wot send prows
after them.

(A True Teanslation )
( Signed ) JOHX ANDERSON

Malay Translator to Gov.
Penang

D fuly 1824,
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1 Juneg, Vol 323.

To
The Honorable the Seeret Committee of the

Honorable the Court of Directors.

Honble. Sir,

Para. 20, We shall in conclusion solicit the
attention of Your Honorakle Committee to the Dis-
patches from the Government of Prince of Wales
Island recorded as per margin and to our reply thereto.
The zealous exertions made by that Government to
forward our views at Rangoon by supplying boats in
the manner which we had previously peinted out,
appeared to us to merit our warmest acknowledgments.
Your Honorable Committee will observe that we have
approved the measure adopted by the Government of
Prince of Wales's Island of deputing a British Officer
to Ligor to communicate personally with the Rajah on
the subject of the affairs of Kedah and to afford ex-
planation regarding the Burmah War, and that we
have authorized that Government and the Resident
at Singapore to invite and encourage the active
co-operation of the Siamese against the common
enemy, carefully abstaining however from committing
the Supreme Government by any specific engagements
to support their future measares.

80. Your Honorable Committee will doubtless
be gratified to learn from the above Papers that there
exists a prospect of effecting, by amicable negotiation
with the Siamese Government, the restoration of the
Rajah of Kedah to the full possession of his rights and
territories, under the guarantee of the British Govern-
ment, to his fulflment of certain defined fsudatory
obligations, The grasping and ambitious spirit of the
Court of Ava and its eagerness to seize the firs
opening for interference in the affairs of the Malayan
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Peninsula, would prohably have foresd this termination
of the differences between the King of Siam and his
fendatory the King of Kedah even had not the present
war occurred.

We have the honor &e.
AMHERST
EDWD. PAGET
JOHN FENDALL
Fort William

14th July 1824,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1824

MAJOR CANNING at RANGOON,

W. M. WILLIAMS Esquire

Daputy Secretary to Government

Fort Cornwallis.
Sir,
- - L] L] L J L]
6. With reference to......the co-operation of a

Siamese force with our operations, 1 beg leave to say
that Lientenant Colonel Snow, Adjutant General of the
Madras Troops in this quarter, whom eevere ill healty
compels to make a voyage to your Presidency, is
authorized to enter into the fullest explanations on
this very important subject. The principal objects in
view are the obtaining n Siamese army, as numeroug
as they may be disposed to furnish, as soon as the
season shall admit of taking the field, for the invasion
of the Burman territory, it being understood that such
troops, if acting jointly with a British force, shall be
subject to the general disposal of the Officer Command-
ing the latter. When Mergni, Tavoy and eventually
Martaban shall have fallen into our possession it would
be desirable that these places shonld be held by Siamesp
troops, under an understanding of their consenting to
evacuate them if required so to do at the conclusion of
peace. Thesa conditions, particularly the latter, would
1 am aware be liable to much objection on the part of
the Siamese Government, but at the present moment
any arrangement that would involve the dismember-
ment of the Burmese dominions could not be enter-
tained. 1If the Siamese should have to evacuate the
above mentioned places, possibly some equivaleut
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might be devised that would prove satisfactory to
them. Another object of high importance looked t0
in a connection with the Siamese, would be the pro-
curing from them draft and earringe cattle and
elephants to the largest extent they could supply. For
patticulars of place, time, &e, &c. I should beg leave
torefer to Colonel Snow who is in tull possession of
Sir Archibald Campbell’s plans.  As time now begins
to press, a completion of these armngements nt the
carliest period would be most desirable.

- - - . . v
[ have &e.
(Signed) J. CANNING Major
Pol. Agt. Expdtn.
Hangoon

28th July 1324,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1824,

SIR A. CAMPBELL at RANGOON.

To the Secretary to the Government
Political Departinent

Prince of Wales lsland.
Sir,

o . - - . L]

As I conclude the Sinmese will not allow the
present opportunity to escape of humbling their eruel
and inveterate foe, | have sent Lieut. Colonel Snow,
Deputy Adjutant General to the Madras Division of
the Army, an officer of experience and possessing my
confidence, to make such arrangements under the
sanction and authority of the Honorabla the Governor
in Council, a8 may best tend to promote the interests
of our canse, should it be determined upon by the
Court of Sinm to take o cordial and active part in the
war, I could wish to be gpeedily informed what
operations the Siamese troops may undertake: if a
junetion with the expedition under my command is
contemplated, and how it may be best accomplished ;
ghould such be intended [ trost the Sinmese Generals
may be made most clearly to understand that they
must at all times act under the orders of the British
Commander.

It is my intention probably in a fow days hence,
to detach a force to take possession of the enemy's
maritime towns to the eastward, Mergui, Tavoy, &e.
&e.. the capture of which will, T should imagine, nob
fuil to mnke a favorable impresgion of our power and
resources, influence the Cabinet of Siam, and prompk
the Government to decided exertion.

I have &e.
(Signed ) A. CAMPBELL
Head Quarters Brigr., General
Rangoon, 28 July 1824,
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THE following Minutes by the Honorable the
President, on the subject of the above letters, are
recorded.

MINUTE by the PRESIDENT.

In submitting the accompanying letters from Sir
A. Campbell and Major Canning to the Board, T think
it necessary to state the result of the communication
which has passed between myself and Lieutenant
Colonel Snow. I learn from him that it was intended
by Sir A. Campbell to detach a sufficient force to
oceupy Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim as soon as he
had received authority from the Supreme Government
for that purpose, and which he expected every day to
arrive, a suggestion to that effect having been submitted
some time ago. Lieutenant Colonel Snow informs me
that he has the orders of Sir A. Campbell to return
from this to Mergui, nnder the idea that the troops
will previously have arvived there and taken posses-
sion ; that he has instructions to open communications
with the Siamese authorities in the manner that may
be suggested by us, for the purpose of inducing them
to assist the British force now acting against the
Burman Empire in the mode described in the letters
abovementioned.

My Colleagues are aware of the little success
which has attended the Mission of Lisutenant Low to
Ligore, the papers connected with which are under
preparation for transmission to Bengal, and I should
have been disposed to have deferrad any further at-
tempt at negotintion, direct or indirect, with the
Siamese Government, until we conld have received
further instructions from the Suprems Government,
the more especially as I entertain doubts whether it
was intended that we should proceed to the length of
a direct communication to the Conrt of Siam, now the
only resource likely to prove effectual, The letters
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now before us, require however some immediate
measures to be taken, and we must adapt them to the
probable state of things, according to the best of onr
judgment.

It appears to me that if the British Troops occupy

the abovementioned places, the contiguity into which
they will be brought with the Chiefs or governors
under the Siamese authority will almost unavoidably
produce the necessity of communication, and it seems
for many reasons desirable that the officers so called
npon to communicate, should carry with them (unless
intermediately vested with powers from a higher
authority ) all the weight and respectability which
this Government can confer. I propose therefore,
that letters be written by me to the Siamese Chiefs in
the neighbonrhood of Mergui and Tenasserim and
delivered to Lientenant Colonel Snow, stating, with
reference to the proclamation already issued, the ob-
jects and causes which have indnced the oceunpation of
those Countries by our Troops, and endeavouring to
impress on the minds of those Chiefs, the expediency
of treating them as friends, engaged against the com-
mon enemy of both nations, and of assisting the British
force with supply of provisions, carriage cattle and
such articles as may be required by the Officer Com-
manding. With respect however, to the more import-
ant and decisive measure of aiding with a body of
Siamese troops to accompany our army, as suggested
by Sir A. Campbell, it is not to be supposed that that
ohject can be obtained without divect application to
the Court of Siam, or even the deputation of a Con-
fidential Agent to that Court, for the express purpose.
(n this last point 1 cannot but entertain some doubts
us to our power.

Referring however to the letter addressed to this
Government by the Right Homorable the Governor
Genernl in Council under date 12th March last, in
which the probable occupation of Mergui, Tavoy &e,
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is alluded toas affording a favorable opportunity for
negotinting an arrangement with the Court of Siam,
in respect to the affairs of Quedah, more immedintely
affecting the interests of this Island—referring also to
that of the 11th June from the same high authority,
in which the expediency of holding out encouragement
for the co-operation of the Sinmese Government i=
generally enjoined—and considering that the period
seems at hand pointed out as the favorable opportunity
for negotiation, it may be hoped we shall not be o
cused of exceeding the Jine of our duty in availing
ourseives of it for the more important purpose of aid-
ing the success of our arms in the cause in which
they are engaged.

Under the emergency of the case, it appears to
me advisable that means should be afforded for com-
municating with the Court of Siam, in the event of
the Military and Political Authorities at Hangoon
considering such requisite for the interests of the
service. T propose therefore that Lieutenant Colonel
Snow should carry a letter addressed by me to the
Phra Khlang or Prime Minister at Siam or the general
nature above stated, but intimating in addition, that
provided the King of Siam consents or desiros it, that
an officer will attend at the Court to explain the nature
of the assistance required. Powers to be used even-
tually may be given accordingly to Lieutt. Colonel
Snow.  As to instructions to the Lieutenant Colonel,
these must of course be left with the authorities em-
ployed on the expedition, for T wish it to be distinctly
understood, that the object of Colonsl Bnow's Mission,
if resorted to, can as far e depends on us embrace
onl, the military armngements for the immediate
support of our troops and the aid of 2 Sismese fores,
and does uot extend to the negotiation of any ulterior
arrangements connected with the retention or restorn-
tion of any~of the conquered countries. These are
puints which counld only be discussed by the direct
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authority of the Right Honorable the Governor General,
but, under existing circumstances, it may be desirable
to submit to His Lordship a Memorandum of all the
objects which may appear on our Records to have
hitherto been considered as desirable for the interests
of this Government, the attainment of which depends in
any degree on negotiation with the Siamese authorities,
with o marginal reference to the respective dates af
which they have come into discussion. As I understand
a Vessel will sail this day for Rangoon, I have directed
a letter to be drafted in reply to Major Canning, with
copy to Sir A. Campbell.

The Board will perceive by the draft now sub-
mitted, that T have made it to be understood that the
letters and powers to be entrusted to Lieutenant
Colonel Snow are to be used only in the event of
Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim being occupied by our
troops, and of no orders or instructions having been
intermediately received from the Supreme Govern-
ment, or any other circumstance intervened which
would render the use of them unnecessary or improper.

Adverting to the knowledge possessed by Lieuten-
ant Low of the Siamese language and of the habits
and customs of the Siamese Chiefs with whom he has
already had intercourse it has occurred to me that he
might be eminently useful in any future communica-
tions with them on the frontier. 1 suggested to
Lientenant Colonel Snow the expediency of his accom-
panying him and as that officer has expressed his
desire of availing himse!f of Lieutenant Low's services,
I propose that he shonld return along with him. It
may be proper also to send copies of the letters
received from Rangoon and reply to the Resident ab
Singapore. Licutenant Colonel Snow proposes leav-
ing this about the 20 : Instant.

( Bigned ) R. FULLERTON.
Fort Cornwallis
Gth September 1824
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MINUTE by the PRESIDENT.,

Finding by further reference to the proceadings of
this Government that our communieations with Siam
have never been carried further than the address of
letters to the Pia Phra Klang, Prime Minister of State,
it appears to me that the powers alluded to in my
minute of the 6th Instant as eventually to be used by
Lientenant Colonel Snow, asa deputed Agent to that
Court, cannot with propriety be given. Our inter-
ference must therefore be limited to the granting of
letters: to the three Chiefs of Ligor, Phunga and
Renong, and to the Phra Klaung, drafts of which [
now submit to the Board.

( Signed ) R. FULLERTON.
11th September 1824,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1824.

To the RAJAH of LIGOR,

My Friend,

Your Highness has already been furnished with
copy of the declaration of war published by the Right
Honorable the Governor Gieneral of India, explaining
the canses which have led to the war between the
British Government and the Burman Nation. Your
Highness has also been informed thro' Lieutenant Low,
sent to wait on yon by my predecessor Mr. Phillips,
that the British troops had taken possession of
Rangoon and Cheduba. Altho” no answer has been
veceived from yonr Highness to these communications,
at which 1 am surprized and concerned, nevertheless
from the friendship subsisting between your Highness's
Government and that of Prince of Wales Island, I
think it right to address ancther letter to inform my
friend that the British troops pursning their victorions
career will, by the time this reaches you, be in posses-
sion ot Mergui and Tavoy and the adjacent countries
and that a favorable opportunity again offers for your
Highness to participate in the glory of humbling the
pride of the Burmans. My friend will no doubt con-
sider that as the British Nation is now engaged in war
against the common enemy of both the British and
Siamese Government, the British troops should be
looked npon as the friends of the latter by assisting
them with supplies of provisions, of cattle and elephants E
to convey their stores and by directing a portion of
the troops under your Highness's authority to ack
against the Burmans ; at the same time the interests
of the Siamese Government must be furnished and
advanced, This letter will be sent to you by Lieu-
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tenant Colonel Sunow, an ﬁﬁmdhlgh rank, com-
manding the British ‘troops at-Mergui, and should
your Highness be disposed to nssist the British troops
as required, all particulars will be communicated by
thatﬂmﬂmwhmnmyfnm&wﬂlmﬂn“ﬁur
empowered to act by the Government of Prince of
Wales Island.

( Signed ) R. FULLERTON
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To THE PHRA KLANG.

His Majesty the King of Siam will long before
this have been informed of the war subsisting betwaen
the British and Burmese Governments, and the caunses
of that war will have been explained to His Majesty
by the Proclamation issued by the Right Honorable
the Governor General of India, copy of which was
tranzmitted from Singapore by the Resident there.
Hiz Majesty will also have been informed by a letter
adiressed to you by Lieutenant Low, entrusted to the
charge of the Rajah of Ligor, that the British troops
had taken possession of Rangoon and Cheduba. Now
this is written to apprize His Majesty of Siam that the
British Troops in prosecution of the war have arrived
and taken possession of Tavoy and Mergui. Another
favorable opportunity is offered of participating in the
glory of subduing the Burmans. The British Govern-
ment being now engaged in war against a power that
is the common enemy of both the British and the
Siamese, it is hoped that His Majesty of Siam will
see the propriety of directing the Sinmese Authorities
near the frontier to consider the British troops their
friends engaged in a common cause and assisting them
in the manner that may be pointed ont by the Officer
Commanding them, It is hoped that His Majesty the
King will also perceive that by now employing a por-
tion of his victorious troops in attacking the Burmahs
the real interests of His Majesty cannot fail to be
materially promoted.

(Signed) R. FULLERTON

Governor.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1824.

To MAJOR CANNING at RANGOON.

To

ning at Rangoon. MAJOR CANNING

6 September
1824,

= To be copiod
later fram

Straits Sottie-

monts, Vol 93.

Political Agent to the Governor (General
RANGOON.
Sir,

I am directed by the Governor in Council to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter of 28th July last,
and to avail myself of an opportunity offering for com-
municating the result of Lieutenant Low's Mission to
Ligor, as well as conveying to you the apinions and
sentiments of this Government on the subject of your
letter now replied to and the measures intended to be
pursued in consequence, determined on after the fullest
communication between onr President and Lisutenant
Uolonel Snow who arrived here on the 4th Instant.

2. In respect to the first point, the Governor
in Council has to intimate to you with much regrat
the failure of Lieutenant Low's Mission to Ligor
in all its objects. That officer returned some weeks
ago and from his report received on the 2nd. ultimo,®
it appears that the Rajah of Ligor had on varions
pretences evaded all personal communication by de-
clining either to receive Lieutenant Low at Ligor or
meet him at Trang, where he remained upwards of
three months.  To that place however the Rajah de-
puted his son, apparently with the view of disenssing
the ohjects of the Mission, but w
negotiate or enter into any Se
an the subject at issne,

ithout any powers to
ttlement or agreement
The tedions and evasive com-
munications only produced conviction on the mind of
Lieutenant Low that the Rajah had no serious in-
tention of entering into any agreament, while the
information received from other {narters satisfied that
officer that the Rajah did not possess the independent
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power and free action contemplated by this Govern-
ment, and had no anthority to conclude any definite
arrangement on those points the adjustment of which
formed the main ohjects of the Mission. Lientenant
Low therefore left Trang on the lst Ultime, having
previously sent to the Rajah a sealed letter addressed
to the Phra Klang or Chief Minister of the King of
Siam,® of which a copy is enclosed and to which no
reply has yet been received.

8. Under these circnmstances it now remains for
this iovernment to consider in what manner they can
best promote the immediate objects pointed out inm
your letter ® and the one which accompanied it from
Sir A. Campbell.®* The following appears to be the
course of proceading best caleulated for the above
purpase, to be followed, howaver, on the presumption
that the British troops are actually in possession of
Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim. The occupation of thoss
places will bring our Military Authorities in the con-
tiguity of the Rajahs or Governors on the Western
frontier of the Siamese Monarchy, and n direct com-
wmunication may become unavoidable.  With the view
of aiding snch communieation it is proposed to furnish
Lientenant Colonel Snow with letters addressed by
our President to the Chiefs nearest the boundary,
containing in general terms (with reference to the
Proclamation of the Right Honorable the Governor
Gieneral in Counncil ) the caunses and objects which
have induced the occupation of those Countries
by our troops and impressing on them the expediency
ot receiving them as friends and aiding by every
menns the procesdings of the British power acting
against the Burmahs, the common enemy of both the
British and Siamese Governments, by furnishing
sapplies of provisions and carriage as the Commander
of the troops may require,

4. Conzidering however the limited powers of

the Chiefs under Siamess Authority as displayed in
the case of Ligor, it-is evident, that although partial
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local and temporary assistance in the article of supply
may possibly be afforded by them, no measure of the
important and decisive nature alluded to, namely the
march and co-operation of a body of Sianmese troops,
can be expected without express sanction and orders of
the King of Siam.

5. If such co-operation continue to be considered
an ohject essential to suceess o direct communication
with, or even deputation to the Court of Siam may
be required, as affording the only prospect of its com-
pletion. On this point T am directed to state that the
Honorable the Governor in Council find themselves
under some difficulty. The direct deputation of an
Agent accredited by this Government has on several
occasions been discouraged. It was indeed on this
ground that the instructions to Lieutenant Low con-
fined him to personal negotiation with the Rajah of
Ligor and did not suthorize him to proceed to Siam.,
Adverting however to the urgency of the case, and
actuated by the consideration that the public interests
may, in the judgment of yourself and of Sir A.
Campbell, imperiously require snch deputation, the
Governor in Council proposes furnishing Lientenant
Colonel Suow with a letter to the Phra Klang or Prime
Minister at Siam similar in tenor to that addressed to
the subordinate Chiefs, and with power to be used
eventually in order to give to that officer under the
ganction of a local government the official character
required to enable him to conduct the duties of such
deputation.

6. Ina letter received from the Right Honorable
the Governor General in Council under date 12 : Mareh
last, the probable occupation of Tavoy, Mergui and
Junk Ceylon by our troops is alluded to as affording o
favorable opportunity of making a desirable arrange-
ment with the Government of Siam, in respect to the
affairs of Quedah, in which this Government is divectly
interested, and the expediency of encouraging the
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Siamese to co-operation with the Brikish troops is
further enjoined in another letter of the 11th Juane
from the same high authority. It is presumable
therefore, that this Government will not be considered
as having gone beyond the strict line of its duty in
availing itself of the actual oceurrence of the event
pointed out as the most favorable period for negotiat-
ing successfully with the Siamese Government.

7. It is scarcely necessary to repeat that these
powers are given to Lisutenant Colonel Snow nnder
the contemplation that the British troops are in
possession of Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim, and a
communication with the Sinmess Covernment on the
subject therehy rendered advisable, and that no direct
orders from the Supreme Government have been
received, or other circumstance intermediately occur-
red of a nature rendering the use of these powers
unuecessary or improper.

8. Some arrangements connected with the state
of the vessel on which Lieutenant Colonel Low® arrived
will probably prevent his leaving this before the 20 :
Instant. In the mean time the Governorin Council
is not without some expectation of hearing further from
Rangoon. Considering his (Low’s) intimate and perfect
knowledge of the Siamese langnage and his having
been in the habit of intercourse with the Chisls of the
Siamese Government, it has ocourved to our President
that the presence of Lieutenant Low might be very
uzeful in any communications’ required to be made to
them and as Lieutenunt Colonel Snow lias concureed
in the opinion of advantage likely to result from his
nssistance, it is proposed that he should accompany
him on his return.

1 have &e.

( Signed ) W. M. WILLIAMS
Offg. Seery. to Govt.
Fort Cornwallis
The Gth September 1824.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1824,

MR. J. ANDERSOXN.

To W. M. WILLIAMS Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government,
Sir,

Placed as I hava been for some time past in
situations which have given me favorable opportunities
of acquiring information respecting the neighbouring
native states, while commercial agent to this Govern-
ment and more recently eonducting the correspondence
hetween the Iate Governor and the Authorities at
Ligore and Quedah, 1 take the liberty of respectfully
submitting to the Honorable the Governor in
Council the result of my enquiriss upon a sub-
ject which has during the last faw years engaged
the attention of this Government, and a consideration
of which is daily becoming more momentous, in
consequence not only of the late commencement of
hostilities against the Burmahs, the meditated expedi-
tion against the Sonthern Ports of that Empire, the
very unsatisfactory footing upon which the British
Government at present stands with Siam, more
especially with the minor state of Ligore and its
present dependency of Quedah, but also the unsue
cessful issue of the late Governor's negocintions in
view to effect the restoration of the King of Quedah,
the deceit and cunning evinced by the Ligore
Chief and his Agents during the whole progress of
these negociations and the development of his real
intentions, by the uneourteous reception of the
Agent who was lately depated to Trang.
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The first part of the accompanying paper® con-
tains some reflections upon the conquest of Parak

¥ found, it shall and Quedah, a brief account of the early Malayan

bo copled.

Establishments on the Peninsnla and the relative
connection of the Quedah state with Siam and
Prince of Wales Island ; an exposition of the ad-
vantages likely to result from declaring Quedah and
the whole of the Malayan States under the protee-
tion of the British Government restoring a weak ally
to the throne of his ancestors, not so much from a
consideration of the elnims which he has to support,
however strong, as from a regard to the interests
and prosperity of the British Settlements, to which
is added a few suggestions relative to the policy
to be pursued for the improvement of the declining
commerce of this Port with thess States.

The second division contains n deseriptive
sketel of the Tin countries on the Western side of
the Malayan Peninsuln from the Tsland of Junk
Ceylon to the river Lingi, near Malacea, and the
rivers on that const, intendad tu shew the boundaries
of the several states ns defined and admitted by the
best native suthorities, to point out the separate
rights of each, and the facilities which exist for
extending the commercial intercourse with these
states and drawing forth the valuable products with
which the Peninsula is known to abound.

The object of my imvestigntion has been to re-
riove some misconceptions which have been too
generally circulated respecting the tributary depen-
dence of Quedah upon Siam, as implied from the an-
ciently established ceremony of transmitting a
Boongn Mas, or gold and silver flower, and to direct
the attention of the higher authorities to a subject
of deop importance to this settlement, which may
possibly not be overlooked in the future negotiations
with the Court of Siam. It has been wmy aim, by
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collecting and carefully comparing different authori-
ties to shew, not only the ndvantage to British in-
terests, but the absolute necessity of immedinte in-
terference in the affairs of Quedali.

The dispersions of the Malays by the lawless
oppressions of the Siamese is unquestionably giving
encouragement to a very alarming system of piracy,
and the decline of trade, the scarcity and enhanced
price of grain and other supplies have besn too
sensibly felt of late to escape notice. Measures of
the utmost forbearance have alrendy exparienced a
trinl of three years, but the prospact of a satisfactory
adjustment appears as distant as ever, while the
Government is obliged to comply with the selfish
pelicy of the authorities at Quedah and pay a bounty

upon the grain which used to be imported formerly
at one half the pries.

These observations were penned in the latter
part of last year, prior to the knowledge of an in-
tended rupturs with the Burmahs. and at a time
when the public mind at this Settlement was con-
siderably agitated by the reports which daily arrived
of a meditated invasion by the Sinmess. These
remarks are submitted therefore with the utmost
deference, in the hope that the Honorable the
Governor in Council will indulgently overlook any
imperfections in the execution of the task in con-

siderntion of the importance of the subject to the
interests of this Taland.

I have &ca, C

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

‘alay Trans. to Goyt,
Penang

I1th September 1324,
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 Septem ber 1824,

Records,
Straits Sottle- T ==
menits, Vol 98, - e .

PP $23-430. To the GOVERNOR GENERAL in
COUNCIL—Fort W,
To

The RIGHT HONORABLE

To the Governor ¥

et WILLIAM PITT LORD AMHERST
Council Fort Governor General in Council
William 13 Sept. r
::“ i FORT WILLIAM.
My Lord, -

With reference to the Dispateh from this Govern-
ment to your Lordship in Couneil, under date the
26th April last, we have now the honor to transmit
the accompanying Copy of Lieutenant Low's report
of his Mission to the Rajah of Ligor.

2. We greatly regret the unsuccessful issue of
the Mission in all its main objects - - =

[ The remainder of this letter contains merely
the substanee of that already copied, addressed

s dated 6 Sept. to Major Canning.® It is not therefore con-

824, sidered vecessary to repent it here. The last

puragraph is s follows.]

10. We beg leave. in conclusion, to express
the expectation that in the several measures above
detailed, your Lordship in Counecil will not consider
this Government to have gone beyond the striet line
of its duty, in availing itself of the actoal occurrence
of the ovents pointed out as the most favorable
period for negotinting suceessfully with the Siamese
Government.

1 have &ca,
( Signed ) R, FULLERTON
" J. MACALISTER
£ W. A, CLUBLEY

Fort Cornwallis
The 13: September 1824.
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FORT éDREW.’hLLS The 14 September 1824,

MINUTE by MR MACALISTER.

It was not until this forenoon that I had the
honor of perusing the President’s Minute and Draft
of a letter to Major Cunning in reference to the im-
portant political objects for the furtherance of which
Lieutenant Colonel Suow hns been deputed to this
Government., The Honorable Governor's papers
have evidently been written under that sense of
responsibility which his vecent arrival at this Pre-
sideney must ecause him to feel when called upon to
express opinions on questions that to be fully
understood, require much local experience, as well
as a laborious reference to the past Proceadings of
the Board. As however the Supreme Government
and Major Canning wust look to this Government
for some wore decisive opinions than what the
Honcrable President’s papers appear to me to convey,
I hope I shall not be deemed presumptuons if I
venture to sabmit to the consideration of my
superiors such views on the subject of the proposed
negotintions with Siun as have gocorred to me,

In the first place, [ still entortain the apinion,
which I verbally declared to tha late Honorable
Governor some months ago, that the object desired
by the Supreme Government, of securing the active
co-operation of the Siamese Court in our war ngainst
the state of Ava, will not only be much more difficult
of attainment than what is sapposed in Bengal, but
even if attained will prove of very little advantage,
and probably of still less credit to us.

It is true a long standing and inveterate hatrad
and rivalship subsist between the Siamess and
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Burmans, yet it is not less true, that the Siamese not-
only hate but dread uz much more than they do the
Burmans ; and this feeling of fear is at the present
moment, when we are making such approaches
towards their kingdom, too engrossing and powerful
to be easily removed from the jealous and suspicious
Court of Siam. Their arrogance also is so great and
preposterous that I have little doubt were we to
offer the Sinmese Ministers restitution of their an-
ciant possessions on the Coast of Tennsserim, they
would coolly receive them as a matter of right, and
dlaem any relurn to us quitﬂ unnecessary.

Granting however that we suceeed in persund-
ing them to detuch a body of troops to co-operate with
us against the Burman State, 1 feel confident that
such an necession will be nn nceession of wenkness,
instend of strength to us. The jealonsy of their
military econmanders, the acknowledged inferiority of
their troops to those of the Burmans in discipline
and conduct, their croel and barborous mode of
warfare, and their presumption and arrogance on all
occasions, would embarrass most materially the
operntions of our army, and woald disgust the peace-
able inbabitants of Ava, and render a final settle-
ment of the country much more diffienlt. When-
ever also we succeedad in subduing the Burman
Government, the Siamese Troops would elaim the
whole honor and eredit of the victory, and pﬁrsumle
their Court to be a hundred-fold more haughty and
imperions and full of pretensions than what it is
already. But our very application to the Sinmesa
Court for eop-operntion or assistance will, 1 fear,
lower our character, and aggravate the insolence of
the King of Siam,

The only advantage we may receive from the
Siamese Government at the present crisis, is some
aid in elephants and provisions, but the best and I
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think ouly cerfain mode of securing n supply of these,
will be by rendering it a regular mercantile transac-
tion, ana offering to disburse the full expense there-
of. There will be some difficulty however in making
such supplies join our army as soon as they may be
required, for the Country for many miles on each
side of the Siamese and Burmnn boundaries is well
known to be a desolute waste, through which the
passage of large convoys will be a much more
arduous work than what the patience or perseverance
of the Sinmese wiil perhaps be able to accomplish.

Aud here I would beg to notice the plan of
opening a communication with the Siamese Court
by the way of Tavoy as it is proposed Lientenant
Colonel Snow shall endeavour to effect, Putting
agide the almost inaceessibility of such a route, I
humbly conceive, with every respect for the high
military reputation of Lieutenant Colonel Snow,
that the selection of n person possessing more in-
foxmation regarding the nature and forms of the
Governments in this quarter of the world than Le
can possibly be expected to possess, is indispensible
it we desire to quiet the fears and blind the jealousy
and distrust of the Siamese Court on the prosent
occasion. I question also whether Licutenant Low
will be a fit assistant to him. That officer, I infer
from his late Mission to Trang, is better acquainted
with the grammatical structure of the Sinmese
Tongue than with their customs and forms of con-
ducting public business. Tt is also well known here
that the Rajah of Ligore, whose friends, as Mr,
Crawfurd experienced, are the lending members of
the Sinmese Ministry, has taken personal offence at
some expressions used by Lieutenant Low in the
communications with the Ligorian officers.

If however it be determined that Lientenant
Colonel Suow shall proceed to Bankok, he can
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require no better or fuller information regarding the
affairs at Kedda and the political and commercial
objects desired by this Government, than whatis
contained in the comprehensive paper, with its
numerous epclosures, which the late Governor’s
Military Secretary drew up for the purpose of being
given to Mr. Crawfurd, and which the late Honor-
able Governor adopted and recorded as a Minute in

# Tobecopled (guneil in December 18217
later, with 1821
documents.

( Signed ) J. MACALISTER.

The 13 Septr. 1524.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 23 September 1824,

WITH reference to the Minutes by the President
recorded on the Proceedings of the 14 : Instant *

APPROVED the following letter and enclosures
to Lientenant Colonel Snow.

To
LIEUTENANT COLONEL SNOW.
Bir,

The general outline of the course of procesding
intended to be pursued by this Govornment, con-
sequent on the letters received from Sir Archibald
Campbell and Major Canning, of which you were the
bearer, will have been explained in the communica-
tions which hnve passed between the Honorable the
President and yourself. For the sake of raference, [
am now directed to enclosa copy of the lettar Intely
sent to Major Canning, and to intimate at the same
time that a subsequent refersnce to the records of this
(rovernment having led the Honorable the Governor in
Council to believe that a deputation to the Court of
Siam conld be resorted to only under the express
sanction and delegation of power from the Righ
Honorable the Governoy General, that part of tha
contemplated arrangement has been abandoned.

2. The measures of this Government in support

of the object and views pointed ont by Sir A. Campbell
will be confined therefore to the address of letters to
the Siamese Chiefs and authorities to whom the
occupation  of Tavoy, Merqui and Tenasserim
will bring you in contigaity, and with whom the
necessity of holding  communication  will probahly
arise, to the preparation of a lutter to the Phra
Klang or Prime Minister at Siam, the transmis-
sion of which will be left to your  discretion,
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in which it is believed po difficulty will be found
through the medium of any one of the Chiefs already
mentioned, and lastly to the execution of powers from
this Government to communicate and make such
arrangements with the Chiefs for the supply of carringe
&ca. as you may be able to effect for the important
purposes pointed out by Sir A, Campbell. The letters
and powers with English translations arve herewith
transmitted.  From the knowledge possessed by
Lientenant Low of the Siamese language and from his
having been already in communication with some of
the Native Chiefs it has been considered desirable that
that officer should accompany you, and as it may be
tound expedient to depute him on the service in which
yout are engaged, a duplicate power has been made out
in his nnme, to be nsed however only in the event of
your considering such deputation necessary for the
interests of the service,

3. Adverting to the uncertainty of the period
whien our troops may arrive at Mergui, to the necessity
that may nrise of your visiting some part of the Coast
for the purpose of obtaining information, and with the
view of ensuring due respect, im such event, the
Honorable the Governor has determined that a small
Escort ( as per margin ) of the Loeal Corps of this
Island under the command of Lieutenant Low should
accompany von. The Board ave aware that it wonld
have been very desirble that yon should have been
attended by n vessel of o smaller deseription ( than the
David Maleolm Teansport which conveys you ) and of
a dralt of water so as to have admitted a communication
with the shore and the rivers on the Coast. They
regret exceedingly that they have found it im-
practicable to provide one of the proper description
and capable of keeping her way with the Transport
at this season of the year. A small row boat with
a-evew of six men will however be embarked for your
unze on the transport.
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4. As the occasional presentation of small pre-
sents to the Chiefs with whom you will have to com-
municate may be useful and even necessary, the Board
have directed the sum of Dollars 3,000 to be deliverad
to Lieutenant Low to be eventually disbursed under

& sic.7%account" your direction, and of which the amount® will be
rendered on his return to this Island.

5. From the general tenor of the letter enclosed,

you will perceive that in the measures now taken the
Honorable the Governor in Conncil proceeds on the
contemplation of Mergui, Tavoy and Tenasserim being
actually in possession of the British troops ; that it is
only on that contingency that the letters and powers
now entrusted to you are to be used. As it is possible
the expected onlers from the Supreme Government
relative to the occupation of these places may be
accompanied with instructions as to the mode of

. proceeding in respect to the Sinmese Chiefs on the
frontier, it must also be understood that the Powers
now given are not to be made use of in case the Right
Honorable the Governor General shall have delegated
Powers to any other person or signified the adoption
of a line of policy which would render your proceeding
on them unnecessary or improper, and are moreover
confined to such communication and arrangement ns
may be required to earry into effect the views of Sir
A. Campbell in procuring carriage supplies &ea. and
eventually the co-operation of a body of Sinmese
troops, but without discussing the ulterior question of
the final disposal of acquisitions made in the course
of the war.

6. It may be hoped that the occupation of thoss
Countries by our troops may dispose the Chiefs and
the Government of Siam to lend their aid in the supply
of carriage required for the further prosecution of the
war.  Dut it becomes necessary to state that from the
little communication that has ever subsisted between
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the Siamese and any BEuropean power [and] the
extreme suspicion evineed in such communication, a
speedy or active exertion on their part can hardly be
expected. It is probable they will await some signal
instance of success on our part before they can be
induced to take a decided line in support of the war,
but it is by no mesns impossible that the supply of
carriage, cattle, elephants, &ca. may be obtained as a
common commercial transaction in the Countries im-
mediately depending on Tavoy, Mergui, or in the
adjoining Siamese Territaries, in respect to which you
will be guided of course by the instructions received
from Sir A. Campbell.

I have &o.
(Signed) W. M. WILLIAMS.
Offg. Secry. to Govt.
Fort Cornwallis
The 24. September 1824,

ORDERED that a Copy of the above letter be
transmitted for the information of Major Canning at
Rangoon.
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THE following letter of instractions to Licutenant
Low is also approved and recorded.

To LIEUTENANT J. LOW.

To
Lientenant J. Low.
Sir

)

Lieutenant Colonel Snow attached to the British
foree employed at Rangoon having been deputed here
for the purpose of consulting as to the best means of
inducing the Sinmese authorities to assist in the supply
of carriage cattle for the use of the army acting against
the Hurmmw, and efﬂ.'nllmll:.' to empl:r}' n }.-ul‘tiu!l ol
their troops ngainst the common enemy ; it has heen
judged necessary in the contemplation of the immediate
oczupation of Tavoy and Mergui to grant letters to
Lieutenant Colonel Snow, addressed to the Chiefs in
the meighbonrhood of the Siamese frontier, in
furtherance of the objects nbove stated. As a direct
communication will becoms necessary, the Board nd-
verting to your knowledge of the Sinmese language
and habits of the people with whom Lieutenant Colonel
Snow will have to communicate, have determined that

you should accompany him on the duty in which he is
now employed.

It has farther been determined that a small party
of the Local Corps should attend Lieutenant Colonel
Snow as an honorary escort ns well as to ensure vespect,
in the event of its being found necessary to land on
the Coast for the purpose of obtaining information; a
small Boat and Crew will be sent on board the David
Maleolm for that purpose. 1t has further baen deemed
advisable to advance to you the sum of dollars 3,000
for the purpose of providing such articles as may be
necessary according to the usual custom to present to

the Chiefs with whom it may be necessary to hold
intercourse.
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The Board have granted to Lieutenant Colonel
Snow the necessary credentials for that purpose, but it
may be judged advisable by that officer to depute you
occasionally on such service,  Duplicate Power is
transmitted herewith to be used only in the event of
Lieutenant Colonel Snow directing their nse. You
will in this respect and all others connected with the
object of the present Mission conform to the instructions
and divections you may receive from that Officer. You
will endeavour, as done by yon on a former oceasion,
to obtain every possible information in respect to the
Coasts, Islands and Countries you may happen to visit.

The Board have determined to grant yon the sama
allowance as on your last deputation, viz. 500 Dollaws
per Month. When Lisutenant Colonel Snow shall in-
timate to you that your services ave no longer necessary
you will make the best of your way back to this Island,
along with the escart and hoat's crew.  Divections have
been given to muke the nsual advance, and embark the
nsunl supply of provisions for their nse.

1 am &ea.
( Sigmed ) W. M. WILLIAMS,
Offz. Secry. to Govk.

Fort Cornwallis
The 24 Feptember 1824,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 21 October 15324,

RESIDENT at SINGAPORE.

To
W. M. WILLIAMS Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government
Pringe of Wales Island.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 10 : September transmitting corres-
pondence with the Agent of the Governor-General and
Commander in Chief of the Rangoon force respecting
the war in which we are engaged with the state of
Ava, and more particularly touching the co-operation

which may be expected on the part of the Siamese
Government,

An opportunity has just oceurred of communicat-
ing direct with Siam of which I have availed myself,
and I now beg leave to submit to the Honorable the
Governor in Council copy of the letters which I have
addressed to the Officers of the Siamese Government,
as well as of my dispatch to the Secrstary to Govern-
ment in the Political Department explaining the views
and motives under which these were written. In
further explanation of the sentiments which [ have
been led from many considemtions to entertain on
the question of Siamese co-operation, [ beg leave
respeetfully to lay before the Honorable the Governor
in Council an extract of a dispatch which I had the

honor to address to the Supreme Government on
the 31st of May last,

I have &c.

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD
Resident,

Singapore
5 : October 1524,
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THE letter of John Crawfurd Esquire Resident

at Singapore. To His Royal Highness the Prince
Kromn Meng Cheat &ea. &ea.

I have communicated to the Chao Piah Prah
Klang from time to time the origin and progress of
our war with the Burmans, and now have the honor to
address your Royal Highness on the same subject.
Your Roynl Highness knows that four months ago a
lurge army procesded to Rangoon, eaptured that place,
and has sinee repeatedly fought and beat the Burmans,
Detachments from the same force have taken Cheduba,
Ramree and Negrais. By the last accounts received
the General in Command had given orders for the
conquest of Martaban, Tavoy and Mergui. This last
advanee of our arms will bring us close to the Siamess
frontier, and in such an event, your Royal Highness
may be assured that the British Commanders will pay
the utmost attention to the wishes and interests of
His Majesty the King of Sinm, while they trust at the
same time to His Majesty’s friendship for co-operation
and support in vanquishing the common enemy. 1
your Royal Highness will be pleased to convey to the
Britizh General, to the Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, or to myself the present and final views of the
Court on all the topics connected with this subject,
they will either be immediately attended to or con-
veyed to the Governor General of India, and there
receive all the consideration due to the friendship

which has been long professed and felt for the Siamese
nation.

I have further to inform your Royal Highness
that as soon as the season of the rains is over and
the Country open, the army of Rangoon will march to
Ummerapura, while a much larger force nnder His
Excellency the Commander in Chief of India will
move in the same direction from the frontiers of
Bengal. This will put o an end to the war.

By the present opportunity I send His Majesty
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the King in the name of the Right Honorable the
Governor General a present of a thonsand stand of fire
arms in token of his confidence and friendship, and
the merchants of Singapore have received full permis-
sion to farnish the Court of Siam with any number
which may be desired.

1 beg your Royal Highness to accept of a gold
watch and 15 Catties of Coral as a mark of my high
consideration and respect.

(Signed) " J. CRAWFURD
Rezident.

Singapore
3 October 1824,
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The letter of John Crawfurd Esquire, Resident of”
Singapore. T'o his Excellency the Chao Piah Prah-
Klang Chao Kun Kosa.

This letter will be delivered to your Excellency by
Mr. Gillies, the same respectable individual who visited
Siam last year, and I have to entreat for him a con-
tinuance of your favor and protection. He takes with
him a supply of fire arms for the use of the Govern-
ment with the full sanetion of the Right Honorable the
Governor (General of India, and to afford a proof of his
estepm and confidence,

I beg to anmounce to your Excellency that the
Igland of Singapore has become permanently a British
possession, that the Dutch have forborn to make
further claim upon it, and further that they have ceded
to the English the town and territory of Malacea. The
commerce of Singapore continues daily to encrease—
there are still no doties whatsover levied on merchan-
dize and an extensive market is open for the produce
of your country. I hope therefore this year that many
junks will arrive from Siam, and that the Kings's ship
may be induced again to repeat her voyage.

1 beg your Excellency in token of my respect to

accept a double barrelled fowling piece of a new con-
struction, and an emerald ring.

( Signed ) J. CRAWFURD.

Resident.
Singapore
3: October 1824,
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To
GEORGE SWINTON Esquire
Secretary to Government
FORT WILLIAM
Sir,

I have the honor to report for the information of
the Right Honble. the Governor General in Council,
that the English Ship Caroline proceeds without delay
to Sinm, and that T have taken this opportunity of
again addressing the Siamese authorities on the subject
of the war in which we are engaged with the State
of Ava. Copies of the letters sent on this subject
addressed as usual to the Chiefsof the Poreign
Department are annexed. Government will have the
goodness to observe that I have still continued to
address the froward and suspicious Court of Siam in
the same steain of cantion as herstofore, avoiding the
proposal of any specific measare of co-operation on the
grounds stated in a former dispateh, but at the same
time inviting, althe' not conrting, general co-operation
and assistance, while the means, as far as possible, ars
furnished, and in the manner least caleulated to awaken
Jealousy, of giving us that co-operation.

I'have not hitherto had the honor to receive any
reply to my dispatch in the Political Department of the
31 of May, and in which T had proposed to present the
Siamese Government with 1000 stand of arms in the
name of the Right Honorable the Governor General,
but the utility of this measure as a means of giving
confidence to that suspicious people, has been con-
stantly present to me, and the subject has within the
last few days been brought more urgently to my
attention by the official information transmitted to me
from the Government of Prinee of Wales Island,
and from which it appears that Martaban, Tavoy
and Mergui were upon the point of being attacked—a
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matter which would bring us into direct contact with
the Siamese, while the co-operation of that State is
anxiously locked for by the Commander of the
Rangoon force and the Agent of the Governor General.

Under these circumstances I have ventured to
assnume the responsibility of presenting a thousand
stand of fire arms to the Siamese Court. These have
been procured at this place and consist of new Tower
proof muskets with bayonets complete, which I have
purchased at the rate of Nine Spanizh Dollars each.
This price includes freight, and all other charges to
Siam, security to deliver the muskets, and an engage-
ment to bring back the return presents free of all
charge whatsoever, The return presents commonly
made at Siam amount to about two thirds of the value
received, estimating the prices in that country, and as
they are deliverable at this place free of all expence
to the Government, 1 may reckon that the actual
charge incurred by this measure will not exceed
2000 Spanish Dollars instead of four or five as esti-
mate in my former dispatch.

With respact to the minor presents, the gold watch
and fowling piece were purchased some time back with
the approbation of Government, and are already sane-
tioned in the public acconuts. The only other charges
are the coml presented to the Prince Kroma Cheat,
and s small emerald ring to the Minister, both of
which will cost together something less than 700
Dollars,

1 have the honor further to report that in accowd-
ancs with the view of Siamese politics and Siamese
co-operation which 1 have taken both in this dispatch
and in that of the 31 of May, and under the sanction
contained in your dispatch of the 12 of March, I have
given permission for a further exportation of fire arms
to Siam, and that the Ship Carcline in consequence
will convey thither 2000 stand.
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Government will be pleased to observe from the
contents of my letter to the Siamese Minister that Mr.
John Gillies, the same individual who procesded last
year to Sinm, proceeds thither again upon the present
occasion with commercial views, and proposes making
some short stay in the country. The former visit of
this gentleman to Siam afforded me satisfactory proofs
of his prudence and good sense, and I have in con=
sequence, and believing in the utility of this mensure,
now given him the directions for his conduct, shounld
political matters be obtruded upon him, as is highly

* This docu-

mont doos not  PrObable, of which I have the honor to enclose o copy.*

appear to exist.
I have &ea.

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD
Resident.
Singapore
4 October 1824,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 21 October 1824.

MEMORANDUM of the various Points which
appear on the poblic records as desirable for the in-
terests of this Presidency, and to be obtained through
negotistion with the Court of Siam.

First. The restoration of the King of Kedah to
his territories free of all tribute or ab least subject only
to the triennial presentation of the Boonga Mas
( Golden Flower ) on the payment of a pertain sum in
money not exceeding 4,000 Dollars annually and liabla
to no further demands, order or mark of subjection
whatever. - Shonld the money payment be accaded to
the Government of Prince of Wales Island to gunrantee
the same.

REMARKS. This isa point of great political
importance, directly affecting the interests as well as
the eredit and reputation of this Government. The
Grant of this Island was given by the King of Kedah,
and there seems every renson to belisve that on grant-
ing it he considered himself fully authovized to mak
the grant, and the British Government nlso ackunow-
ledged that anthority by receiving it and making the
Treaty with him. Captain Light's correspondence also
held out to him the constant hope ( which was the
principal inducement ) of his thereby ensuring the
protection of the British Government against two
powerful neighbours ( the Burmans and Siamese ) then
contending for superiority. Although such protection
formed no express provision of the Treaty, and
althongh on the grounds of the state of Vassalage
in which he was supposed to stand in relation to
Siam, it was not deemed advisable to afford him
protection by the intervention of Military Fores
and defence of his Kingdom, still the restoration
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of the King of Kedah, provided it can be brought
about by negotiation is an object not less sup-
ported by strict justice than sound policy. While
the Kedah Country was under the management of its
own King we had a friendly neighbour, looking up to
us for support and protection ; we had ample supplies
of grain and provisions ; our commercial relations were
in a progressive state of amelioration ; we had the
certainty of an amieable adjustment of all disputes
likely to arise; certain co-operation in the prevention
of piracy and other crimes.

We have now a powerful, haughty, arrogant and
unaccommodating neighbour ; we are liable to constant
disputes, extremely troublesome, and though in the
eyes of Government and the European population not
absolutely dangerous, still destructive of the interests
of the Island by the constant alarm under which the
native inhabitants are kept, and the unsettled state of
mind produced on them by the fear of such neighbours.
Our supplies are completely cut off. From the opposi-
tion of the Malay inhabitants, and extreme aversion
to Sinmese Government, insurrections are frequent,
cultivation is abandoned, and general confusion pre-
vails, while many of the Malay inhabitants driven out
from their homes have taken to piracy and plunder
for subsistence, which renders the navigation of the
neighbouring seaz unsecure,

SECOND, The disavowal by the Siamese Gov-
ernment of all claims of superiority over any of the
Malay States on the Peninsula South of Patani.

This is another point of a political nature of
great importance not less to this Presidency than the
generl trade of the Straits of Malacea.  The admission
of their independence and the certainty of security
against Siamese encroachment is indispensible to the
future peace and tranquillity of the Malayan Peninsula,
Without entering minutely into the disoussion of



[ 117 ]

the degree of dependence on which those states are
said to have been once placed in relation to Siam
and of the extent of control said to have been exerted
over them, on which very discordant opinions are
entertained, it is enough to remark it is very clear,
that no act of superiority whatever has been exerted
over any state South East of Kedah within the memory
of man, The triennial presentation of the Boongn
Mas was indeed the only mark of homage required
from the latter up to the year 1808, between which
period and 1818 constant demands were made and that
state was compelled to assist Siam with supplies of
grain, armed prows, &ea. and in the end to sttack its
Southerly neighbour, the Rujuh of Perak, in order to
compel him also to present the Boonga Mas, a mark
of subjection, clearly proved never to have been before
demanded, or complied with. The Rajah of Kedah
having succeeded in subjugating Perak, and having
entirely destroyed his military means thereby, was
himself attacked and driven out of his Kingdom.
1t is generally rumonred that the same process is even
now in contemplation in respect to Pernk and Salengore,
that iz, to compel the former to attack the latter and
itself to fall an easy prey. We have a decided in-
terest in preventing further aggression and subjugation
by the Siamese Government. All the petty states
now mennced have long been on friendly terms with
us. We have made Commercial Treaties with them
providing for o free intercourse, and though these
Treaties are purely commercial, stipulating only for
free communieation and a reciprocity in point of duties
&e. and containing no political pledge of defence,
gtill it must be observed that their falling under the
overwhelming power of such a Government as the
Sinmese must entively destroy all commercial inter-
course and throw the whole Peninsula in disorder and
confusion ; even the dangers to which these States
are now subjected by the threatening measures of the
Siamese tends to unsettle the minds of the inhabitants,
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It is only under a settled and peaceable state of
things that trade can flourish, that the rich productions
of the country can be bronght forth. We have an
interest therefore in protecting them as far as we can,
as well against foreign aggressions as internal disputes
with each other. The influence of this Government
over them is considerable, and if exerted by friendly
intercourse and communication will long be sufficient
without the mse of arms to maintain all in these
places. It is only through that intercourse which
trade, the supply of each others wants produces, that
the yet uncivilized inhabitants can by degrees be
brought to understand the blessings of settled life, and
it is not unreasonable to expect that such will be the
result of our intercourse with these states; but it is
clear that all the immediate commercial advantages, as
well as the well grounded hopes of future amelioration
must be lost, if the long exploded or rather imaginary
rights of supremacy of the Siamese are to be received
and ndmitted, and allowed to be practically enforced.
The insurance of protection to the Malay States against
unauthorized aggressions, if attainable by the course
of negotiation, and without recourse to arms, invari-
ably disconraged by superior anthority, is an ohject
that needs but to be stated in order to obtain attention.
It is one which on principles of humanity alone might
even warrant stronger measures than amicable
negotiation.

THIRD. The free navigation of the rivers be-
tween the Trang and the Karian from their mouths to
their sources, as well as the free and unimpeded inter-
course over land with Patani and the Tin Countries in
the interior, and with Ligor, Singora and the other
ports on the eastern const of the Malayan Peninsula on
fair and moderate duties on the articles on® transit or
exportation by either zea,

This is a point of commercial policy important to
the general trade, but of more particular advantage to
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Siam itself, by opening a chanuel for the produce of
the eastern part of the Kingdom direct to the Bay of
Bengml, thus saving the cirenmnavigation of the whola
Malay Peninsula. The distanee is said not to excead
20 Lengues and between Ligore and Trang the jonrney
iz performed in seven days, for the greater part thers
iz water communication and the porterage is easily
provided for by the nse of elephants which abound, are
easily caught and trained in two months.

FOURTH. The free exportation from all the
Siam ports on the western side of the Peninsula of all

articles of provision required for the wse of Prince of
Wales Island.

This requires no remark.

FIFTH. The eession of the Island of Salang or
Jnnk Ceylon to the British Government.

The advantages that would result from the posses-
sion of the Island are pointed out in the Minutes of
the Governor of this Presidency of 16th October 1819*
and 27 December 1821%, the latter accompanied by
fourteen documents, in No. 11 of which all previous
information is concentrated, the principal being
contnined in a letter from Captain Francis Light
addressed to the Governor General on the 18 June
1787. They may be stated thus. The great fertility
of the soil prodncing pepper, indigo, cotton, sugar,
coffer and rice in great abundance, the richness of its
tin mines, the protection it affords to shipping at all
seasons, and its convenient sitnation in rvespect to the
navigation of the Bay of Bengal, to which may be
added its commanding situation as a military station,
with the view of keeping in ¢heck both the Burman
and Siamese Governments in the event of an insnlar
being preferred toa continental position. Should a
fpee interconrse noross the Isthmus, as contemplated in
article 3d, ever take place, this island would probably
become the emporinm of all the Siamese trade with
India and Europe,
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The Ieland it appears was offered to the British
Government in the year 1785 by its Siamese Chief,
and the persons employed in looking out for a con-
venient commercial port at the mouth of the Malacen
Straits seem to have hesitated between it and the
Island of Penang, at last preferred. The importance of
its pos=ession was again pointed out to the Supreme
Government by that of Prince of Wales Ieland in the
year 1820, and an Embassy to Siam strongly recom-
mended, for the express purpose of obtaining it, but
the prospect of success was not then considered suf-
ficient to warrant the measure. The Island is now of
little use to the Siamese, its present possessors. Only
in 1810 it was attacked and completely taken posses-
sion of by the Birmans, who carried off to slavery many
of the inhabitants. After remaining some time they
were frichtened into a re-embarkation, since which the
only inhabitants are about 200 Siamese genemlly in

too great o state of alarm to settle and turn the Island
to any account.

Should the result of the preszent war with the
Burmans place, as expected, Mergui, Tavoy and Tenas-
serim in our possession, there ean be no doubt, con-
sidering the value ottached by the Siamese to these
countries, their oll possession, that Junk Ceylon and
even ong or two more Islands of the Mergui Archipe-
lago might be obtained in addition to the other points
stated in this Memorandum,
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 25 November 1324,

To
(i. SWINTON Esquire
Secretary to the Government
FORT WILLIAM
Bir,

I have the honor to report for the information of
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council,
that there have arrived within the last days from
Siam a ship belonging to the King and nine junks.
By these opportunities I have received a reply to the
letter which I addressed to the Siamese Minister on

the 13th May, and two other communications, of all of
which translations or extracts are annexed,

The lstter of the Minister expresses all that
suspicion and distrust which there was renson to
anticipate, and which is so characteristic of the Siam-
ese Government. From personal communications
received by the same opportunities it would appear
that as soon as the Biamese had received the first
reports of our war with the Burmans, they sent a
strong  detachment from Bangkok to Tavoy, to
ascertain the trath or otherwise of the report in
question. This detachment on approaching Tavoy,
and finding no British troops there, but on the
contrary  the Burmans in full possession of the
covutry, made s hasty retreat, This circumstance
will account in some measure for the Siamese Ministers
incredulity respecting the war,

By the accounts now laid before Government, as
well as by private reports receivad at the snme time,
it would appear that the King of Siam died on the
200 July after an illness of six days continuance,
having been carried off by a strangury. His eldest,
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but illegitimate son, the Prince Kroma Chiat ascended
the throne the next day without experiencing any
opposition whatever, and apparently with the general
consent and approbation of the Siamese Chiefs. This
change in the Government, as the Prince is ungues-
tionably the most intelligent and enlightened individual
of his nation, will possibly infuse some portion of
activity, and even liberality into the Siamese Govern-
ment, The Prah Klang, the individual through whom
wa have hitherto conducted all our intercourse, hos beén
raised to the highest rank in the kingdom, and con-
tinues to enjoy the entire confidence of the new King.

It deserves to be noticed that contrary to the
customary onder of events in Siam, the present
succession to the throne has not been accompanied by
any disturbances, or by any of those executions or
proscriptions which in that country have unsually
marked the commencement of a new reign.

I have &en. &e.
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD.
Resident.

Singapore
30 October 1824.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 25 November 1824,

THE LETTER of Chao Pinh Prah-Klang Chao
Km Kosa to John Crawfurd Esquire, Resident of

Singapore.

I have received your letter which states that the
Burmans have often deceived the English, and trans-
gressed against them, that wav has in consequence
heen declared, that the Governor General of Indin has
gent an army from Bengal and Madras to attack
Rangoon, Martaban, Tavoy and Mergni, and further
that he has given orders to the English merchants to
supply our nation with whatever merchandize we
require, on account of the esteemand friendship he
entertains for the Siamese,

Yon have informed me that the Burmans have
sent an Embassy to Cochin China, and the copy which
you have transmitted of the Burman King's letter to
the King of Cochin China has been well understood,
and given Hiz Majesty much satisfaction. In sending
it you have done the King an acceptable service.

The Siamese scouts are always vigilant and have
recently taken some Burman prisoners. One of the
scouts reports that the Burman Mission was well re-
ceived in Cochin China, but that it is not azcertained
whether the presents were nccepted or otherwise.

I have communicated to the King such parts of
the contents of Mr. Crawfurd's letter as it was proper
His Majesty should know. His Majesty is thankfnl
to the Governor General of India for the permission
he has given to the English Merchants to sell fire
arms and ammunition to the Siamese.

You say that the English are at war with the Bur-
mang, Our scouts in scouring the Burman frontier
have taken some prisoners, who state that they know
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nothing of any war between the English and their own
nation. Also when the Burman Ambassadors returned
from Cochin China you were at war with the King of
Ava, yet Mr. Crawfurd, it is reported, received the
ambassadors at Singapore on their return from Cochin
China with civility and much friendship. It is further
reported that Burman merchants still continue to carry
on trade at P. W, Island, Under such ciroumstances
can your nation be at war with the Burmans ?  These
statements have induced me to refrain from commumi-
cating to the King what was stated in your letter
respecting the war.

You will do an acceptable service to His Majesty
the King if you will afford protection to such Siamese
merchants 08 visit Singapore to purchase arms and
ammunition, or recommend our merchants to the
Governor of I, W. Island, should they desire to visit
that place for the same purpose,

His Majesty has directed the Intendant of the
warehouse to prepare his ship named Kem Kansumut
for sea, nppointing Kunsi Phasa to be her Commander.
He has directed this person to purchase a faw articles
which he requires. He wishes you to take some notice
of her, and that her Commander may be aliowed to
buy and sell without molestation. His Majesty desires.
if practicable, some cannon, some muskets, and a
quantity of glassware, acconding to a list with which
the Commander hns been furnished. Let the ship, if
possible, return with the present monsoon.

The glassware which you sent has been duly re-
ceived, and in return I send you 30 Peculs of white
sugar as o token of my friendship. The King also has
directed the Storekeeper to send you 2 Peculs of Ivory,
10 Peculs of Tin, and 2 Peculs of Gamboge, which the
Commander of the ship will duly deliver to you.

Written on Friday the 6th day of the Dark Half
of the 8th Month of the year of the Monkey.
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TRANSLATION of a PORTUGUESE LEITER.

- JOHN CRAWFURD Esquire
Resident,

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that the King of
Siam died on the 20: instant, and the next day with
general consent the Prince Kroma Chiat was proclaimed
King. The Prince Vangna Kromasak was disgraced
by the present Monarch. As soon as Prince Kroma
Chiat ascended the throne, he gave orders to allow all
nations that visited Siam to buy and sell, export and
import, with any inhabitant they thought proper,
without hindrance, they paying only the duties. This
was done without any altercation with the Chiets.

1 expect to go as an officer of a vessel. She sails
for China in the ensuing season. 1 have to beg yoo
will not mention to the Siamese the contents of my
lotter to your nddress complaining of the Prah Klang,
ns 1 have been fortunate enough to guin his favour.
I beg you will answer my letters, but I suppose you
have heard what T now communicate by Francis
Domingos Lopes, who is gons asa passenger in the
King's ship to Singapore.

1 beg to say that you must wait until my arrival
at Singapore to explain o great injustice done to you,
as well aethe predicament T was in with the Siamese
(Government some time ago; for the Chiefs actually do
not eredit any foreign intelligence they receive.

Your letters reached here in the month of June.
They were translated in the Siamese language, and
excited eome mirth. The Minister in a sportive
manuner gaid * The English have no time to rest, on
“ geconnt of the writing and other business they
“ have to go throngh.”

I have &e. dec.
(Signed) J. F. L.
Siam
25 July 1824,
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EXTRACT of a letter from the Supra Cargo of
the Brig Shannon to his Commercial Correspondent at
Singnpore.

I was called before him ( the Prah Klang ) at 8
o'clock next morning, when I delivered all the letters
from you. After pernsing them he asked me several
questions relative to Mr............ such as what kind of
a ship did we come in, one mast or two &e. Then
they began abont the Burmah war, and asked thoun-
=ands of questions over and over again, some of them
very foolish indeed, all of which I answered to the best
of my knowledge. The Prah Klang said he must go
and tell the King, and I was to go home, but not to
go any where, nor see any person. They took verd
good care that I should not go out at all events, as
they always took away the boat. I was called again
in the afternoom, but I took care to take all the
musters of the cargo with me to get thein sent in with
the prices and guantity of each kind. The Prah Klang
said that it was time enough to shew them in the
evening, and in the mean time to tell to the inter-
preters all 1 knew of the war, and they would write it
down. 1 told all that I had told them in the morning.
1 then produced the musters, and told them the price
and quantity of each, which they marked on them in
their own writing, and said they would undergo due
consideration. I yesterday was called two or three times
about the war, and the very same ijuestions put over
and over again, These are the people to try a person's
patienea!! At last they got the Portugnese Consul to
interpret for me, and by his assistance 1 made them
comprehend all about the war, and shewed them on
a chart the Conntries the English had taken from
the Burmahs. However the Prah Klang has been
very atteative, and sends us every day our breakfast,
dinner and supper ; to-day he sent us lots of fruit of
all sorts as a present, and seems very well pleased. I
had a letter for Prince Kromachet from yon, and I am
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told from very good anthority that he is going to im=
prove the trade very much, by allowing every person
to trade free, that is to say, by paying the duties which
ave to be 8 per Cent, you can buy and sell to whom
you please. This will be a great, advantage to us, for,
as the trade is just now, we must buy from Government,
and their goods are nearly 100 per cent higher than
yon can purchase the same kind in the Bazar.

There is very great quantity of all kinds of Earope
Goods in this place just now. They are imported by
the janks from Singapore and Penang. I expect the
Shannon will be up here in two days.

Bangkok
4 September 1824,

{True Copies )
( Signed ) J. CRAWFURD.
Resident.
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 11th November 1824,
Straits Sottle- — o
ments, Vol. BB,
Pp. T35-0.
To

W. 8. CRACROFT Esqr.
Acting Secretary to Government,
Bir,

I have the honor to acknowledze the receipt of
your letter of the 26th October direct[ing] me to sub-
mit for the consideration of the Honble, the Governor
in Comncil my opinion, which is the most feasible
of two modes of procedurs for the removal of the
restrictions on the commerce carried on by the Muda
River with the conntries in the interior of Welleslay
Province ; whether by application to the Kedah autho-
rities, or by making some arangement with the
present renter of the farm; and further to state
whether any communication with the Rajah of Ligor

or his ropresentatives would be advisable under exist-
ing eircumstances.

I have given my utmost attention to sulijects of
so mueh interest and importance and now beg to offer
the following observations.

The question of opening any direct communiéation
between the Government and the Rajah of Ligor or
hiz representatives involves that of proposing to pay
o sum of money to the Kedah nuthorities for the
privilege desired to be obtained.

The aggrandizing spirit of the Siamese evineed in
the conquest of the Kedah Territories would I fear
receive much encouragement from the opening of any
such correspondence with them on the part of the
British Government. 1 believe the present system of
Military Government established over the Malays of
that Country by their oppressors has never yet been
recognized, and there is one very obvious reason for
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its not being so, Az soon as they are acknowledged
to be the *Jang deper Tuan” or Ruling Power
according to the Treaty concluded by Sir G. Leith,
they will immediately demand payment of the aunual
10,000 Spanish Dollars stipulated to be paid in
perpetuity or during the possession of Palo Panang
and the territory of Province Wellesley by the
Company, and 1 should imagine it not to be the inteu-
tion of Government to do any act which will give
ground for such a claim.

The jealousy and suspicion of the English which
prevails in the mind of the Rajah of Ligor and his
adherents is another reason for not opening a com-
munication with him. They would not be persundad
that our views in obtaining a free navigation of the
Mudn were commercial, but would rather fear soma
political negotiation with the Chiefs in the interior
for the purpose of preventing their future progress to
the southern parts of the Malay Peninsula, and the
result would be a stricter check either to the transit
of merchandize or the journeys of individuals than at
present prevails.

Little prospect of snccess is therefore left excep-
ting by the adoption of the second plan, viz. an
agreement with the present or future renters of the
farm. If the Homble. the Governor in Council will
permit me, 1 will make an attempt to do this without
pretending any express authority, but merely on the
ground of the great and increasing number of in-
habitants on this shore for whom I am desirous of
opening channels of employment, and 1 hope that
by holding out a prospect of mutual advantage much
[may] be effected to open and increase the trade.
Until T commence an arrangement with the farmers
I cannot tell whether a regular payment to them or an
agreement for certain fixed duties on the goods passed
up and down the river will be the best and easiest plan
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and an :hm;nbpu:hulzuqm:&lmmﬁmrymr
may be granted me. -

the 2d. Novr. [1524.]

-
i =

S

1 have &ea.
( Signed) A. D, MAINGY
Sapdt. of Point Wellesley.

Point Wellesley

AGREED that the plans proposed b
Superintendent be approved and the diseret
power solicited by him granted,
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Secret Department

Ta

The Honble. The Sseret Committes of the
Honble. the Court of Directors.
Honble, Sirs,

L] - a L] L] L]

Para. 5. The question of the future disposal of
Tavoy and Mergni, is now under our consideration,
and the resnlt of our deliberations will be communi-
catad to Your Honorable Committee in a subsequent
address. Our present impression is, that the most
advisable eourse wonld be to restore those places to the
Sinmese, from whom they were foreibly wrested by
the Burmess abont 60 or 70 years ago ; bat it may be
necessary to retain them for a short time in our own
hands, hoth with reference to the advantage, which
their possession will give us in any negotintions which
the Burmese Government may ba desirous of opening
with ns, should a revolution, such as above adverted to,
have really taken place, and to the embarrassment in
which we should ba placed by precipitately mnking
them over to the Siamess, when their restoration to
the new Government of Ava, might facilitate the con-
clusion of terms of peace. Besides, we have just re-
ceived ncednnts from the Resident at Singapore, so
circumstantial, as in his estimation to be entitled to
some credit, that the King of Siam iz dead, and the
Government has been seizal by an illegitimate son.
In such a state of confusion, it might not be easy or
prudent to treat with one of the conflicting parties for
the throne, for the cession to the Siamese State of the
Provinces of Tavoy and Mergui.

. s - ) s 2
We have &,
AMHERST
Fort William EDWD, PAGET

The 12th November 1824, JOHN FENDALL.
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 25 November 1824,

To G. SWINTON Esquire
Becretary to the Government,
FORT WILLIAM
Bir,

I have the honor to lay respectfally before the
Right Honorable the Governor General in Council,
copy of a letter which T have addressed to the Siamese
Minister, and which was transmitted on a ship belong-

ing to the King of Siam that sailed last night for
Banglok,

1 entertain sanguine hopes that as soon as the
capture of Tavoy and Mergui shall have been duly
made known to the Siamese Government, they will be
induced to take some nctive steps in prosecution of
their annual hostilities against the Burmans. According
to the information which I have received at this place,
the countries which are the usual scenes of military
operations between the two nations are totally impass-
able from June to November., On the 20 of the latter
month according to old usage, the Siamese troops which
guard the frontiers take the field, and are stationed
during the whole of the dry season at the usual posts
of observation, viz: on the principal rontes which lead
to the Burman country, and which are those of Mergni,
Tavoy, Martaban and Chaingmni. About 1,000 men
are said to be stationed at the three first mentioned
posts, and from 5 to 6,000 at the latter, This is stated
to be the usual amount of the Guards, and more
numerous forces are assembled when any enterprize

beyond the mere protection of the frontier is con-
templated.

There is every reason to hope that the present
crisis will stimulate the Siamese to an active prosecu-
Blon of hostilities, and that thus an important diversion
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will be effected in our favor; but even should this nob
take place, 1 am of opinion that their entire neutrality
may be safely reckoned upon.

I have &e. &o.
(Signed) J. CRAWFURD
Resident.
Singapore
12 November 1824,

N.B—A Copy of this dispatch, and generally of
all documents which relate to Sismese politics, is
transmitted to the Government of P. W. Island.
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THE LETTER of JOHN CRAWFURD Esquire,
Resident of Singapore, to His Excellency the Chao
Piah Frah-Klang Chao Kun Kosa.

1 have had the honor to receive your Excellency's
letter written on Friday the 6th day of the Dark Half
of the 8th Month of the present Year. [ have com-
municated from time to time the events of the war
with the Burmans ; and beg now to state that on the
Ith day of September the Fortress of Tavoy was
captured by the British arms, and on the 6th of
October that of Mergui. An official paper in the
Englizh and Pbrtuguese languages, which I have the
honor to enclose, gives the details of the transsctions
in question®, In connection with this subject, I beg
to express my earnest hope that a friendly intercourse
will be immediately established between your Ex-
cellency and the British Commander at Tavoy amd
Mergui.

I have used every effort to expedite the departure
of the King’s ship, which hns been delayed in all no
more than 25 days.

L have received the Present of 30 Peculs of Sugar
sent to me by your Excellency, and have to offer my
acknowledgments for a gift of 2 Peculs of Ivory, 10
Peculs of Tin and 2 Peculs of Gamboge from His
Majesty.

(Signed ) J. CRAWFURD,
Singapore
11 November 1824,
True Copies
(Signed ) J, CRAWFURD
Resident,
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FORT CORNWALLIS Ihe 25 November 1824.

RAJAH of LIGOR.

Translation

of a letter from the Rajah of Ligora to the Honble.

Robt. Fullerton Eiqr. Governor of Pulo Penang.

After Compliments.

May my friend be informed that his letter ( which
was sent to Quedah and forwarded from thence to
Ligor) announcing his arrival at Palo Penang, and
having nssumed charge of the Government, reached me
in safoty. My friend expresses a desire fo maintain a
friendly understanding between the two Governments,
and that the intercourse which has long subsisted
between Pulo Penang snd Quedah may remain un-
interrupted. This friendly expression of my friend’s
sentiments has been received by mo with correspond-
ing wood will, and I shall be very anxious to enconrage
an extensive intercourse between the two Governments,
[ now send Aloang Ram Dijo, Koon Aksorn and Nai
Neem to wait upon my friend according to custom to
promote a good understanding.

Dated the 1st of the Moon's Descent, Year Kra,
A Troe Translation
( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON

Malay Transr. to Govt.

Penang

the 20+ Novre, 1824,
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Homo Sories, Secret Dopartment.
Miscellaneous,

vol.860, p.288a. 10 the HONORABLE the SECREI COMMITTEE
of the HONORABLE the COURT of DIRECTORS.

Honoralle Sirs,

L] - L] a L3 -]

Parn. 3. We have now the honor to transmit
copies of our instructions to Sir Archibald Campbell
and letters to the Government of Prince of Waless
1sland and the Resident at Singapore, regarding the
disposal of Tavoy and Mergui, and the policy to be
pursued towanls the Court of Siam, consequent upon
our occupation of those places, which questions were
under our consideration at the date of onr last address,
We entertnin o confident persunsion, that our desire to
avoid retaining permanent possession of Tavoy and
Mergui, and our determination not to entangle our-
selves in extensive and complicated relations with the
Siamese Government, will be approved by your Honor-
able Committee. Of the death of the Siamese Monarch,
(adverted to in our former address), we have now
received authentic accommts trom the Resident at
Singapore, & copy of whose dispatch on the subject is
enclosed a pumber in the packet. It appears from
My, Crawfurd’s report, that the King died on the 20th
of July lust, and that his son, the Prince Kroma Chink,
was next day proclaimed King without opposition,
The new King is said to have issued an ordinance
very favorable to the enlargement and prosperity of
the external commerce of Siam.

N . . o . .
We have &e.
AMHERST
EDWD. PAGET
Fort Willian JOHN FENDALL
7 December 1824,

-
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 16 December 1524,

To the RAJAH of LIGOR.

Letter

from the Honorable Robert Fullerton Hsq: Governor
of Prinee of Wales Island, to the Rajah of Ligor.

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
Highness' letter bronght by Alnang Ram Diche, Kon
Aksorn and Nie Niem. and am happy to observe your
Highness profiesses a disposition to cultivabe the good
will of the British Government. Your Highness's
Envoys have réceived every proper attention from this
Government. and have been  permitted freely to com-
municate with the Rajah of Quedah, as well as to
precure such articles of Marchandize as they required.

[t is my duty again to bring to your Highness'
notice the eonduct of some persons who have lately
been carrying on a system of lawless plunder on the
borders of the Honble. Company’s territory, and to
request your Highness” co-operation in checking such
offences,

It has been reported to this Government, that
during the last two wonths extensive robberies have
been eommitted in the Provines of Point Wellesley
and South part of this Island. by gangs of Malays
who after plundering houses, carry their bounty into
the adjoining Kedah territory.

On the night of the lst Instant a gang to the
number of 15 or 16 landed from Boats at the village
of Sungei Nipah District of Sungei Kluang, plundere
two houses, and carried off the property across the
water, They are supposed to have come from the
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Krean River. The Rivers and Villages of Kwalla
Mooda and Karian are the places these planderers

resort to, and where they find o ready market for
their hooty.

I am thevefore induced to snogest to your High-
ness, as the means of affording protection to the in-
habitants, that all persons, subjects of this Government,
detected in his territories, selling stolen goods, or in
any way concerned in these robberies, be forwanded
to this Government, where they will be punished as
the law directs; and 1 shall not fail to forwanl to
Kedah all such persons, subjects of your Highness,
as may be found so offending here, in order that they
may be brought to punishment.

The principal piracies lately committed are Bup-
posed to have been perpetrated by Pakir Saib, Nga
Manid, Rajah Antar, Rajah Oosman and Rajah Kahar.

As your Highness' messengers arn now returning,
I can only repent the satisfaction with which I shall
view an encreased Commercial intercourse between
the subjects of Penang and Ligor, and the suppression
of Piracy will wuch facilitate such interconrse. [
have ordered a cruizer to give safe convoy to vour
Highness' Messengers to Kedah.

(Signed) R. FULLERTON

Governor.
Penang

15 December 1824,
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To
Major Alex. Balmain
Commanding Tavoy.
Sir,

Under the impression that it will prove satisfaoe-
tory to vou, ns the officer in command of this province,
I have the pleasure to acquaint you that I have just
returned from a journey to the Siamese frontier, per-
sonally undertaken by me with a view to obtaining
(ieographical information, and that during the whole
route and whils in the boundary, 1 did not meet with
a gingle Siamese.

I am from this latter and other cirenmstances of
opinion that the Siamesa hava not a post of any con-
sequence within 30 miles of the Tavoy frontier. The
commtry | have passed through is in so quiet o state,
that 1 wounld not have the least hesitation (dida
necessity exist ) in travelling all over it with a naiqua
and four sepoys only to look after stores and provisions.
I performed the whole journey of eleven days on foot,
the rond being impracticabls to a horse or to cattle.
We fell in with one Stockade at Chole Phrees, aboub
17 miles from Tavoy. It is about 120 yamls squave,
and is constructed of bamboos, in the usnal Burman
wmanner, having been formerly a Tavoyer post.

1 had the honor to hoist the British flag on the
summit of the mountainous ridge, along which the line
mutually bonnding Siam snd Tavoy lies, and to salute
it with 3 vollays of musquetry from a Havildar's party
of 1 naique and 7 sepoys of the Prince of Wales Island
local Corps who escorted me, and in order to give the
Siamese ( whose boats 1 have no doubt frequently visit
the spot ) a chance of learning that a British Officer
had been there, | enclosed, sealed up, and left in an
open but seenre place, in a bottle, a memorandum ex-
planatory of the nature of my visit: a copy of this
document 1 herewith transmit.
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About sixteen miles from Tavoy | discovered a
Mineral Spring of the high temperature of 144° of
Fahrenheit’s scale. an acconnt of which ns well as the
details of my route, will be transmitted by me to the
Prince of Wales Island Government, under whose
written instructions [ am ncting,

I have &ea,

( Signed) JAMES LOW Lt
Acting under the onders of the
Honble, the Govr. in Council
of Prince of Wales Island,

A troe Copy
( Signed ) Alex. Balmain
Major Commne. Tavoy &e. &e.  &e.
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( Secret No. 34.)
To GRORGE SWINTON Esqr.
Secretary to Government
Secret and Political Department
FORT WILLIAM
Sir, .
- L L L] . -

The Siamese, 1 have reason to think, will now
take a hearty and decided part in the war. A Mission
from some lenders of that Nation is now on its passage
from Martaban to this place. The enclosed document
forwarded to me gives an outline of their views and
sentiments couched, as you will observe, in very artful
terms, probably intended ns an excuse for not having
declared themselves at an earlier period giving the
fullest attention to the general ubject of the Mission,
I will urge the immediate advance of their force, upon
the frontier of the conguerad provinces, through
Martaban upon Pegn, and from thence, by the main
rond to Thongoo, trusting to induce them to supply
my Columns moving forward on their left with
Carringe and Slanghter Cattle.

L - L L] - L 3

1 have the honor to be, &o. &e.
(Signed) A. CAMPBELL
Brigadier General.
Head Qunrters
Rangoon, Svd
Febrnary 1825,
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A Letter from Three Taliens, Siamese Chieftains,
to the English Commander in Chief. Intimates their
arrival with ten thounsand men in Caryapooree, and
that they have received information of the English
being in possezsion of Martaban, as also, that frequent
battles continue to take place between them and the
Burmans. Should such be the case, and their services
be acceptable as allies, they will be happy to advance
and join the English with five thonsand men, whom
they have already dispatched to Mikhasath (thisis
close to Martaban ).  State that they have dona this in
consideration of the ancient friendship subsisting be-
tween the two nations and which they are most an-
xions to preserve, as well ns to carry on friendly and
commercial intercourse, and hope therefors that the
British will as heretofore, respect their Talien Goda
and Temples and Priests, and take into their particular
care the Abasses, now living at Martaban, who ave
their own brothers, ns it were, in caste and conntry.
The Burmans having for o series of years oppressed
and tyrannized over us, we bacame the humblest of
nations, and at lnst took flight and found refuge in
Siam. The King of that country being a lover of
justice, the Protector of the distressed and a true ser-
vant of God, took pity on our misfortunes, and under
his authority we received anl continue to receive hap-
piness, honour, promotion and subsistence,

The orders of this King, in former years, have
always been, that during the months of Natoh
and Peesgoo ( December and January ) we should,
with our forces, advance into the Burman Territories
and carry off as many Burmans, Abasses and Tavoy
people as we could secure, but now, the country
being under protection of the English, we, consider-
ing our long friendship, have refrained from so
doing this year, and have not established as usual
Chokies and Posts for the purpose. Wa also hope that
the English will not molest any people, or confine
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them, provided they should resort into the Martaban
district for purposes of traffic, which they ave very
anxious to do if sure there would be no obstructions
opposed to fres and open communication. Be assured
that this is the real wish of our hearts, and in this is
nothing of falsehood or deceit. Further, wa hope that
if the inhabitants of Martaban or Tavoy or Mergui
wish to come to ns for parpozes of traffic that they may
not be prevented, as we also promise not to prevent
any of the people under our authority from resorting
to the British Posts, so that constant friendly inter-
course may be kept up, as should always be the case
between two nations so long connected by friendship,
and that friendship daily be made more firm { by tha
English cheerfully assenting to this proposal ) even
than it ever has been bafore. Further, we have nob
yet any certain or correct information whether or not
the English have taken Rangoon, and still hold it,
which we have casually heard to be the case, therefora
heg to be favonred with information on the present
state of affairs at that place, nnd also to be told
whether it is the intention of the English, after gain-
ing victories ns we hear they have done, to advanes to
Ava.  Let this information ba sent quickly by the
Bearers of this letter, and on receiving it a communi-
cation will be made to the King of Siam, and then let
the two nations go hand in hand together to complute
the husiness,

Dated Peeazoo 27th 1186, or about the 15th of
January 1825, Names and Titles of the writers of the
above as written—Mynghee jo Bingeeah—Mahn Zoka—
Ka-ma (Zazah Deeh Buddhes Seeree Zaiah—
{ Unagoon ).

( Signed) J. A, JACKSON

Major and Deputy Quarter Master General.
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Home Sorios, From the General Commanding the Siamese
"I'::'Lu.:: T Detachment, to the British Officer Commanding
at Tavoy.

The Commander of the British Forces at Tavoy
has forwarded a letter signifying that certain people, to
the number of one hundred ot least, had been carried
off by our people and taken to Siam from the Provinces
of Tuvoy and Mergui.

The Siamese at the frontier posts have heretofore
been accnstomed to make invoads into these Provinces,
and to earry off the inhabitants, and the late act of
this description was done inadvertently, as the Siamese
were not aware that the British had fully ccoupied
Tavoy and Mergui. Abont fiftesn men, who were
seized, have arrived at Bankock, the capital,

They have been treated with kindness, and had
all their wants supplied. These men, and all Tavoyers
have been told that they are at liberty to return to
their own country. The head of the party of Tavoyers
has been sent with his people to Tavoy, as the Siamese
now know that the English have taken possession of
the Countries of Mergui and Tavoy.

The Siamese are desirous of keeping on friendly
terms with the British ( Here follows o list of ten
names of Tavoyers, who have returnad ). These people
report that all their relations reside in Tavoy,

s 1suspect the *A letter has been entrusted to Nace Sa, who

lation .
‘h:,’::’ pe “This Accompanies the party, who knows the road.

Jetter" instoad -
of A lettor® May the British and Siamese remain on terms of
e R  amily:
Sealed on the 23d Day of February 1825,
A true translation

Major Commanding 7 Regt. N: I:
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To
Captain Snodgrass
Military Secretary to Brigadier
General Sir A. Campbell, K. C. B.
&e. &e. &e.

Sir.

[ have the honor to forward for the information of
Brigadier General Sir Archibald Campbell, K. C. B,,
Commanding the Forces, a letter received on the 1st
instant from an officer of the Sinmese Government
(who is mow with 5,000 at Paumzee) and also an
English translation.

This forenoon 1 had an interview with the ten
Tavoyers who are alluded to in the letter, but they
only desived to have three days’ leave to see their re-
lations here and to return to Sinm, as their families
were there and of some, the fathers and mothers,
having been cartied away at an early period of life
from this ploce.

I likewiss beg leave to transmit copy of a letter I
received from Lieutenant Low, of the Prince of Wales
{sland Establishment, and copy of & notice which he
left in a bottle on the boundary between the Siamese
Territory and the Province of Tavoy when on an
excursion to the frontiers.

1 have &ca.
( Signed ) ALEX: BALMAIXN
Major Comg. the Provinces of
Tavoy  &ea. &ea.  &ea.
Tavay

3d March 1825,
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Home Serles, T, Brigadier General

Miscellaneous,
Vol. B85,

Sir A. CAMPBELL, K. C. B.
Commander of the Forees

Rangoon,
=ir,

On the 20th Ultimo, information having been
bronght me that a Siamese flotilla had made its
appearance within a short distance of this town, com=
mitting several acts of depradation on the villages, I
idispatched Lieutenant Drever with 50 Sepoys in
Country Boats in search of them.

He found them az described about & hours row
from this, amounting to near 30 sail of large hoats,
well armed, pulling from 60 to 80 ocars each. He
made towands them under English colours, and on
hoisting a white flag it was immediately answered.
A conference ensued, in which the Siamese Chief
regretted that his ignorance of our conquests in this
quarter had led him into acts of aggression on a
Country now under the British protection, and promised
to come the following day to Mergni and release all
the prisoners he had taken.

On the following day he wmade his appearance
with only nine boats, the rest he stated would be here
on the morrow, when all the prisoners he had taken
ghould be released, and again renewed his protestations
respecting our conguests in this quarter, at the same
time requesting of e a paper for the King explana-
tory of the canses of his sudden return without ac-
complishing his orders respecting the intended hostili-
ties in this quarter, This | promised to give him on

the release of all the prisoners he had taken in this
neighbourhood,

He remained here till the 24, when three boats
came in and he released 90 prisoners. But being inform- .
ed that we were dissatisfied at the rest not arriving as
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promised, on the evening of the same day, taking ad-
vantage of the flood tide he weighed anchor and went
off apparently in great alarm with the whole of his
fleet, at the very hour fixed for paying me a third visit.

The bonts of the Honourable Company’s Cruizer
Thetis. which arrived on the 31 January, and soma
country boats with sepoys. were immediately sent after
them, but night coming on could not ascertain their
Conrse.

Tt is with regret 1 have to inform you that I have
just lieard of the Town of Tenasserim and several other
villages having been plundeved, and a considerable
number of the inlabitants carried off on the following
day by this party. The Chief states himself to be
high in rank in the employ of the King of Siam, and
tlie inhabitants of all the surrounding country, as well
as those of this town, are in the greatest state of alarm
and trepidation.

1 have the honor to enclose the nama and titles of
the Chief and some of those who accompanied him in
the Siamese and English languages, and also a list of
losses sustained with the exception of what oocurrad ab
Tenasserim on the 3d, and which not having yeb
arrived, 1 do not think it of sufficient importance to
Jetain the boat. The number of the inhabitants earried
away are estimated at about 500 Souls.

I have &e.
( Signed) W. FRITH
Major Comg. Mergui.
Mergui
7 Feby, 1525.
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( Copy )

To Brigadier General Sir Archibald Campbell, K. C. .,

&e.  &e. Commanding British Forces,

Sir,

Agreeably to your instructions I remained at
Rangoon until the arrival of the deputies from the
Siamess Camp, whom 1 accompanied back to
Martalian on the 20th ulto., but owing to the
intricacy of the navigation of its river at this season of
the year, 1 regret to say we did not land until the 5th
instant. On the following day T wrote to the Chief
the substance of the subjoined letter No. 1, in answer
to the one forwanded to you at Rangoon prior to your
march from thence, and dispatched it along with the
deputies, who personally expressed their gratitude for
the attentions and civilities they had experienced both
at Rangoon and at this place.

On the Tth I received intimation that another
deputation, headed by the Chief's son, and a Sivdar of
consequence, was on the opposite eide of the river,
waiting our permission and assistance to cross. Boats
were immediately ordered to convey them over, and at
the same time I directed snitable accommodations to
be prepared fur their reception in the town,

In the course of the ensuing forenoon the visitors
arrived and were received with due honors; they
brought me a letter of which No. 2 is a translation.
On the succeeding day, I had a personal conference
with them on the eubject of the correspondence  that
had already passed. and on their ultimate views and
mtentions, when it was clearly and unequivocally
stated that the Tallyen Chiefs with their followers
were ready and willing to aid us in any measures
that might lead to the overthrow of their jne
veterate enemies, the Burmese; that they were in
tact at our entire disposal, and only waited our orders
to advance with their forces and act as we might think
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proper to direct,  The son, however, added, that as his
father was on the eve of paying us a visit, he begged 1
would suspend the discussion of our future plans and
operations until he arrived : to this of course I assented.

1t is not unworthy of remark that on the first
arrival of the deputies, their general conduoct and
demeancur exhibited a considerabla degree of alarm
and agitation, which however soon subsided, and before
they took their departure, which almost immediately
snceeeded the interview, they became fumiline and
unembarmssed, and had altogether acquired a con-
fidence in our character, which promised an advan-
tageous result.

I had nearly omitted to state that in the course of
conversation, 1 was led to understand that onr assis-
tance would be essentinlly requisite to enable their
army to cross to onr side the water, and that its sub-
sistoence depended also upon our means of supply. As
the Prize Stores of Martaban were capable of furnish-
ing them with abundance of Grain I offered our assis-
tance to alleviate this diffienlty and immediately issued
instructions for placing every boat procurable in the
vicinity of this place at their disposal, and allotted
ground and villages contiguous to the town for their
encampment, and every measure was adopted to bring
their forces into prompt co-operation with your?
[ army ] marching upon Prome. Such was the state
of affairs here until the 12th inst. when romours were
in circulation that differences of opinion and some
altercations had taken place among the Chieftains over
the water, and that they were breaking up their camp
and retiring upon their own country—that a Minister
of the King of Siam had arrived on or about the 10th
with peremptory orders for their rvecall and that the
Chief, with whom we had principally been in com-
munication had expressed a disinclination to abandon
our interests, alleging that 'i;y such a proceeding at this
erisis he would justly incur the imputation of treachery
towaids us.
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Om the 13th T received a letter from the Comman-
der of the Tallyen Army of which No. 8 is a translation,
and on the succeeding day the paper No. 4, to both of
which I replied, expressing my regret that circum-
stances had occurred to counternct our wishes, and
their friendly intentions to take part with us in the
farther prosecution of the war. My informer also
reported that their army had actually retired.

It 15 difficult for me to define the true reasons for
this apparently inconsistent line of policy on the part
of those Chieftains, but have no doubt, that on further
enquiry I ehall be enabled to ascertain the actual state
of the case, which I will take the earliest opportunity
of communicating to you.

That such fiattering prospects of a favourable issue
to the negotiation you intrusted to my management
shonld have been so suddenly defeated, is to me a
subject of the sincerest regret, but that you will believe
that the objects of the Mission were pursued with all
the industry and zeal of which T am capable 1 entertain
the fullest assurance,

The Diamond ring and other presents 1 shall make
over to the Commissariat Officer, to be disposed of on

account of Government agreeably to the usages of the
Service.

I have &e.
( Signed ) H, T. SMITH—Lt. Coll

Martaban Commanding at Martaban.
17 March 1525



[ 151 ]

Mome Series, Addressed to the Chiefs Ron Ron &, &e.
Miscellanecus,

ot S Commander of the Army of Dooa na mnddee.

The Commander of the British Forces, General
Sir Archibald Campbell, Knight Commander of the
Bath &e. &c. &e. having received a letter from
the principal Siamese Chiefs, exercising power and
authority over a body of 5,000 Abassee and Tillian
warriors, encamped in the vicinity of Martaban, the
same is hereby acknowledged and the contents thereof
understood.

The British General takes this occasion through
me to express the satisfaction he feels in recognizing
the friendship and amity which has so long subsisted
between the English, Siamese and Abassee Nations,
and which it now becomes the interest and policy
of all parties to cement more firmly than ever.

The Supreme British Government of India has at
all times manifested an invariable desire to be at
Peace and upon the most friendly and amicable footing
with the neighbouring States, but the aggressions,
eruelty and violence so often exhibited by the Burmans,
without provocation, npon British subjects for some
time past, conld no longer be tolerated and the Eng-
lish Government was at length compelled to vindicate
its honour by an appeal to arms; numerous armies
were accordingly directed to proceed into the dominions
of the King of Avn, not with a view of aggrandizing
the present extensive British territorial possessions,
but for the sole and only purpose of retaliating
upon the offenders and chastising and humbling
the arrogant pride and insolence of the rulers of the
Burman Empire. This object has been partly accom-
plished by the destroction of their armies in the
vicinity of Rangoon, the capture of all their sea port
towns and the demolition of their numerons stockades
and fastnesses, and the British forces ave now advanc-
ing from different quarters by land and water to carry
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punishment and dismny into the very capital of his
dominions,

The injuries and indignities to which the Tallien
nation has been exposed for a series of years from their
enemies, the Burmans, has been a source of unceasing
concern to your ancient friends the English. In the
present crisis of affairs it is by no means improbable
that opportunities way be offered them for rotaliating
upon their oppressors and of re-establishing at no
distant  period their ancient independence and
Sovereignty. In order however to ascertain the further
views and wishes of the Chiefs now encamped in this
provinee, acting by authority and in conjunction with
the wishes of the dignified King of Siam, as well as to
eviuce the high estimation in which his Majesty is
held by the several British authorities, the English
general Sir Archibald Campbell has deputed me (n
Colonel in the army serving under his command ) to
proceed to Martaban for the purpose of conferring with
the said Chiefs upon the most cligible means of
attacking, distressing and destroying their common
enemy the Burmans, and the Colonel has aceordingly
arrived at Martaban in charge of the deputies sent by
the Siamess Chicftains who are consequently invited to
4 friendly personal interview with the said Colonel
Swmith at the earliest practicable period, which will no
doukt tend to fucilitate arrangements for the mutual
benefit of both Nations and should any matters come
under disenssion that may require specific instroctions
from the Governor General in Council, the Colonel will
lose no time in laying them before his Government,
for the ultimate decision of that high and supreme
suthority.

Colonel Smith begs to offer his prayers for the
health of His Majesty the King of Siam, and for the
prosperity and stability of Government, as also for the
ultimate restoration of the ancient dynasty of Pegrue,
and the Colonel in conclusion nssures the Chiefs to
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whom this letter will ba presented, that he will avail
himself’ with cordial satisfaction (as lar as his authority
may extend) of any events in the future operations of
the war, which may enable him to afford assistance
tor the attainment of that desirable object,

(Signed) H. T. SMITH—Lt. Coll.
Commg. Provinee of Martaban.

Martaban
Gth March 1825
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LOW pra, mula, eea, tha, yem man e & raz, eq,
gn, muha, the, nuddes, pud, dee, thee, ree, zee, z2ee a

Ron Ron Commander of the Army of Dooa, ra mudides
represents : >

That he was exceedingly eratifisd with the purport
of Coll. Bmith's letter, which he no sooner perused
than he dispatched to the King of Siam's principal
minister for the purpose of being submitted to his
majesty by whose commands the Army of Dooa, ra,
muddee is encamped in these Territories.

The Commander of the army of Dooa, ra mnddee
is fully aware of the cordial friendship which has sub-
sisted between the English nation and the Tullyens
from the earliest period of prosperity of their ancieur
kingdom of Pegue, and which he trusts, pleaze God, if
again recovered by conguest from their enemies will,
under more happy auspices, expand like the opening
bud into blossoms of future greatness and prosperity,
and afford oceasion to their latest posterity to ramem-
ber with thankfulness the friendly concern of Colonel
Smith for the Tully-en nation, who are never ungrate-
ful for the favors they receive from their allies.

As uttee nn, the present place of encampment of
the Commander of the Dooa, ra, muddes army is too
far distant to enable him to obtain with facility the
honor of the consaltation and interview intendsd him
by Colonel Smith, it iz his intention to advance to
Tilhga of Tur rana.  In the mean time, Tha Myen,
dino mattee and Binmees bur, nm the Son and Fanjdar
of the Commander of the Army of Dooa, va, muddees
will wait on Colonel Smith with this letter, and know
his intentions with respect to the time in which the
movement of the Dooa, ra muddee forces may be

required.

( Signed ) G. NORMAN—Captn.

Persian Tlfhnalutﬂr.
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Low, pra, mula, eca, eea, tha, yem ma o, rasa,

wisceliansons, ..., muha, the nuddes, puddee, thee, ree, zee, weea

Vaol. 885.

iMarch 1825

Ron Ron Commander of the Army of Doon, ra muddes
represents ¢

That he sensibly feels the kindness and hospitality
which Colonel Smith manifested towards hiz Son and
Faujdar, whom he deputed to wait on the Colonel and
begs to acknowledge the favor shown himself by the
Joan of his boats and the offer of corn to aid the sub-
sistence of his troops.

That he had it in contemplation to visit Colonel
Smith on the 11th of the present ( Siamese ) month for
the punrpose of consultation and advice, but in the in-
terim his Majesty’s minister having arrived from Dooa
ra muddes with a dispateh stating that © tha senzon
“ of the rains was approaching, when it would be no
 longer practicable for the troops to return either by
i Tnnd or water and that it was moreover desirable that
¢ the lands should be cultivated at their proper sonson,”
it is now become neesssary that he should in obedisnes
to his Majesty’s commands return with his srmy to
hiz country.

But should any event occur to Coll. Smith, or any
business intervens which he may wish to communicate,
he will please to dispatch a messenger with a letter to
the Commander of the Army of Dooa, ra, muddee st
Chyke, sath Kuddyu Sing or Meena, moo, ee { con-
tiguons places ) where his troops will be stationed.

That in the event of any of the Abassee or Siam
subjects having oceasion to visit the Country of Mar-
taban it is hoped they will be admitted in the same
manner as the subjects of the English Govarnment;
will be received in our dominions of Dooa ra muddes,
as it is desirable that the friendship now subsisting
between the two nations shonld be preservel and
encreased.
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Asatoken of his friendship the Commander of
the Dooa, ra, muddee army has sent to Colonel Smith
a pair of elephants’ teeth and some bees’ wax. and hegs
to subjoin his prayers for his welfare.

(Signed) G, NORMAN—Captn.
Parsian Translator.

-

T

e N il 1

-
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Been, ya Laghoon, Khoom Khan, brother of the

Miscellansous, .t (hief, represents to Colonel Smith, Commander

Vol. BOE.

[March 1B25,)

of the Country of Martaban :

That he has been exceedingly delighted with the
assurance given him by the interpreters, of the friend-
ship ke bears towards the Siam and Abassee people,
s also with the hospitality and kindness with which
Colonel Smith received his nephew.

That he has sent by the interpreters a horse and
a ring which he will receive from their hands, and

keep as & memorial of his esteem and regard, and begs

to subscribe his prayers for Colonel Smith’s welfare.
( Signed ) G. NORMAN—Captn.

Persian Translator.

{ True Copies)
GEO: SWINTON
Seey. to Government.
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Ta
Brigadier General
Sir Archibald Campbell, K. C. B., &e. &e.
Comg. British Forces
Camp.
Sir,

Since 1 had the honor of addressing yon on the
17th Instant, a dependant of Ron Ron, the Tullyin
Commander of the Siamese army lately encamped in
the Province of Martaban has made his appearance in
this town, and spontaneously tendered the information
contained in the accompanying deposition. From the
open and unequivoeal manner in which the statemens
was made T am disposed to give it due credit, anp
more so for its corresponding in some instances with
the information 1 veceived from one of our own people,
who was for two or three days in the Camp of Ron
Ron prior to his departure, the purport of which is
already detailed in my first report.

The motives which actuated the Tullyen Chief in
receding from his engagements are now too obvious to
require any forther explanation from me. 1 consider
it however equally my duty to state the substance of
another report, which was brought in by one of the
Zemindars of the district, who had followed Ron Ron
one or two marches on his return hack to Siam,
namely, that he had been privately informed, that a
younger brother had suceeeded to the throne of Siam,
in consequence of the elder having been edueated and
initinted as a Poongee or priest, which by the laws
disqualified a Prince of the blood from succeeding to
the reins of Government ; that the mother of the elder
=on at the head of a faction had prevailed upon him to
cagt off his clerienl garb and assume the Sovereignty
of the Kingdom. A plan for a revolt was accordingly
laid and well digested ; that the Palace was assailed,
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and that the younger brother was dviven from the
throne with little or no bloodshed, and is now supposed
to be s wanderer in the dominions he so recently
ruled ; that in onder to secure the fidelity and homage
of Ron Ron's army, the newly-created King had seized
upon all their families and property, upon the know-
ledge of which he suddenly broke up his camp and
retrograded.

The Zemindars of Martaban do not disavow having
been in communication with Ron Ron shortly after his
arrival on the borders of the provinee, and of thus
having urged him toappeal to the justice and clemency
of the British Government for nltimately placing him
in authority at Martaban, and cun&htutmg him Chief
of the Tullyen people,

Ron Ron unguestionably pudmemﬂ the affections
of the people and the zealous support and attachment
of all the zemindars throughont the ancient Tullyen
dominions, and their object in desiring to place him at
their head in the present unsettled state of affairs,
was, they said, to prevent civil war and anarchy in the
country on our relinquishing the conquests we had
made in this quarter, and that throngh his abilities
and influence they might become the means of resist-
ing the future views and attempts of the Burmese to
reestablish themselves in power and authority, which
if they sncceed in doing, wonld subject them to the
most despotic fines and exactions, and even to a con-
fiscation of property and loss of life.

On my first arrival at Mastaban I deemed it ad-
visahle, with a view to ascertain the fidelity of the
people and the foeling which existed amongst them
towanls our (tovernment, to send round a notification
desiring to ses the whole of the Zemindars of the dis-
tricts and the principal Kureens or people inhabiting
the hills and jungles, and who may in fact be consider-
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ed the principal ryots of the country. This summons
Iam glad to say was cheerfully obeyed, and I had the

satisfuction of seeing them return well pleased with
their revepition. =

I have &ea.
(Signed ) H, T. SMITH Lt:! Col
Comg. at Martaban,

Martaban
a7 March 18325,

-
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( Statement )

Shone Mong, a native of Martaban, who Hed his
country about eleven years since, and after being em-
ployed during that period alternately in the service of
Ron Ron, Commander of the Army of Dooara, wuddee
and his brother Beenya Lajoon Khan, seized the op-
portunity of the decampment of these Chieftains’
troops from the territories of Martaban to return to
his own village, relates :

That about a twelve month since he was in atten-
dance on Ron Ron’s brother at the Court of Siam,
when a European Gentleman was introduced to the
King, to whom he presented in the name of his master
a dinmond ring and 300 musquets ; on the receipt of
this present he heard his Majesty observe to his minis-
ters, | acquiesce with their request of intercourse, and
shortly after the Court was dismissed.

That after the departure of the European Gentle-
man, on his Majesty's receiving intelligence of the
capture by the English of the Provinces of Martaban,
Tavoy and Mergui, he expreszed his admiration of their
valour and prowess,

At this period Ron Ron was on the eve of depar-
ture from the Capital with the Docara wuddee army
to the frontiers of the Burma dominions, on which
oeeasion his Maojesty gave him an audience and told
him that as the Burma dominions were now likely to
fall an easy prey to the arms of the English, whose
newly acquired territories wera now blended with those
of Sinm, it would be politic to cultivate the friendship
of that nation, whose power was becoming more ex-
tensive than ever, and desired him to forbear making
captives as hitherto of the Burma Tullyen subjects, but
to destroy without distinction every Burmese, and
that lie was at liberty moreover to use every gentle
means to attach to his interests and service whatever
fugitive Tullyens chance might throw in his way,
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which his Majesty observed would not he difficult to
effcct at the present juncture, when the fear of the
enemy would eompel them to become wanderars from
their native homes.

That Ron Ron in prosecution of the views of his
Majesty left the Capital about six months ngo with his
army, consisting of 8,000 Tullyens and 2,000 Siamese,
and after a march of 26 days arrived at Mykosath, a
town situated on the eastern borders of the Martaban
territories, and distant about 6 days' march from
Martahan,

Here Ron Ron began to meditate schemes of per-
sonal  aggrandizement, in furtherance of which he
opened a communication with the English authorities
at Martaban and Rangoon, for which his Majesty’s
known friendly sentiments towards them furnished
him with a good pretext. He thought it however
prudent, previously to the dispatch of his letters to
Anrtaban and Rangoon, to sound the inclinations of
the Tullyen Zemindars of those places, as also those of
Taik Kulla and Pegue, to whom he immediately on his
arrival at Mykesath sent emissaries for the purpose,
They were no sooner informed of the designs of this
Chieftain, than they unanimously promised him their
aid and support, recommending at the same time his
acting in concert, and with the advice of the English,
who they observed appeared to be indifferent ag to the
Sovereign who should hereafter be placed on the throne
of their antient kingdom of Pegue,

Ron Ron encouraged by these assurances now
dispatched 4 of his subordinate Officers to the Com-
manding Officer of Martaban with a request that he
would direct them to ba escorted to the General Com-
manding the troops at Rangoon, for whom they were
intrusted with a letter : at the same time to give this
measure the appearance of being conducted with his
Majesty’s sanction , he dispatched a Messenger with a
letter to the Court of Siam, the purport of which he
carefully concealed from those arcund him,
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But the Siamese Ministers who were, - frone
prodential reasons, associated with him in authority,
goon discoverad the nature of his connection with the
Tullyen Zemindarz and Chieftaing, and moreover
suspecting the motive of his negotiations with the
English, instantly made known the circumstance, with
every exaggoration, tc the Court of Siam.

Incensed at the presumption of a man, whom he
had raised from obscurity to the dignity of command
of the Dooara, wnddes army, his Majesty instantly
dispatched one of his principal ministers with peremp-
tory onders for his recall.

Ron Ron, from this unexpected summons at the
critical moment he was strengthening his interest with
the local authorities of Rangoon and Martaban, was
thrown into the ntmost consternation : he bewailed his
fate with tears, and retiring into his apartment refusad
to see any one for several hours, and on the return of
Colonel Smith’s men entrnsted with the care of the
boats, he repeatedly expressed hiz wish rather to die
than to suffer the reproach of duplicity and treachery,
which he said he feared Colonel Smith would with toa
much appearance of justice impnte to him.

(Signed) G. NORMAN Captn,
Parn. I'ranslator,

( Trune Copies)
GEO: SWINTON
Heoy. to the Govt.
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FORT WILLIAM 18th May 1825,

CAPTAIN BURNEY

Fort Willian 3rd. of May 1825.
To George Swinton Esqr,
Secretary to Govt. in the Secret and Poll Dept.
SIR,

Having been directed by the Government of
Prince of Wales Island, on my return from a Mission
to the Siamese States, to repair to Fort William and
place myself under the immediate orders of the Right
Honble. the Governor General in Council, 1 do myself
the honor to report my arrival, and to beg you will
have the goodness to take an opportunity of laying be-
fore His Lordship in Council, the enclosed Memoir, and
accompanying Geographical Sketch of the Siamese
States lying between Bangkok and Prince of Wales
Island. During my passage to Bengal 1 have en-
deavoured to apply an intimate acquaintance with the
views and records of the Penang Government and
some researches into, and personal oheervation of the
genius and character of the Malsyan and Siamese
Nations, in compiling this review of the different
objects which have been proposed to the British

Government to be pursued in its negotintions with
the Court of Siam.

I have &e
(Signed) H, BURNEY Capt. 25th
B. N, I,

Poll. Agent to the Siamese States
from the Govt. of P. W. L
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MEMOIR on the different objects which have been
proposed to the British Goversment to be pursued in
its megotiations with Sinm respectfully submitted to
the Right Honble, the Governor General in Council,
by Captain H. Burney, 25th Regt., Political Agent to
the Siamese States from the Government of Prince of
Wales lsland,

Fort William $rd. May 1825,

In the year 1821, when Mr. Crawfurd was proceed-
ing on his Mission to Siam, the late Honble. Govr. of
Pennug recapitulated from a memorandum which 1 had
the honor to compile, the various objects for the
attainment of which an  Embassy to Siam had long

been recommended by the Govt, of Prince of Wales
Island.

Three Commercial and five Political objects were

olt datod z7en Pointed out to Mr, Crawfunl with explanatory details,

Decz. IB21.

& [ this will ba
copicd lator on)

Of the commervial paints the first was, the con-
tinuance of a free importation of provisions from the
Kedah territories into Penang ; and an extension of
such privilege with respect to all the other contiguous
Sismese States, The 2d was to improve and secure
the traile and commerce between these Stutes and
Penang by stipulating for a fixed mte of duties, a pro-
hibition of exclusive farms, o frée navigation of the
numerons vivers which flow into the sea between the
Trang and Creean and an unimpeded intercourse by
menns of those rivers and overland with the tin . coun-
tries in the interior, and the different ports on, the
Fnstern shore of the Malayan Peninsula, The 3d was
to encournge the Siamese to make Penang a great tin
mart, and an emporium for all the tin produce of
Junkeeylon, Patani, &ca.

The Political objects were divided into two classes,
The most important were, lst. The restoration by

S i
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Siam of its Tributary, the King of Kedah, on certain
defined terms, for the due performance of which the
Penang Government alone should be guarantee, with-
out any future interference with onr ol ally on the
part of the Chiefs of Ligor, Singora, &ca. and 2nily.
the establishment of an undisputed title to our O0CT -
tion of Penang on terms that might at the same time
improve our future relations with the contignons
Sinmese States, comprising a mutual surrender of
criminals; and a permission for us, as the Guanlian of
the sea and coasts around Penang, to occupy at any
time-any of the islands between the Lancava ( iroupe
and Salengore,

The Second Class of Political objects were these.

The 1st was permission for us to place a small British

Establishment on J unkeeylon, in view to the security

and improvement of our trade with that Island. 'The

Znd. was the cession to us of the smull island of

- Pankonr on the Cosst of Perak. in order that the

establishment of a British Post on it might facilitate

the trade in tin and the extirpation of piracy. The

3. was a cession of additional territory to us on the

Kedah Coast  opposite Penang, from our present

boundary, the south bank of the Muds River, to ten

ol e orlongs or 13 1/3 ware* beyond the north bank of the

Murboo River, and failing in this, a permission for us

to form two small establishments at the Mouth of

Murboo and Muda Rivers for the purpose of faeilitat-

ing our interconrse with the interior countries, ani of

effectunlly precluding pirates from taking shelter,
which they have ever done within those rivers.

Of the whole of the above points. of negociation

oispateh from  Mr. Crawfurd was able to gain one only at Bangkok
wiurd to 1 H : 1
“'::'*.:'.‘ 'l.the wr'tunl ﬂstnh[lsﬁment of our r:g:-ht of sovereignty
to Govt.inthe in Prince of Wales Island and its territories on
Poll. Dept. dated ;1o Dapingnla,
| mangkek 12th
July 822,
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This Dispatch In thie latter end of last year, the present Honlbla,
vod tasar, GOVEFROE of Penar ised the whole of wi
sopled latar, r ol Penang L"Dml.ﬂ'isil' & wihole of what np-
peared to him as objects in which the immediate in-
terests of his Government were involved, and which
could be attainable only by negocintion with the
Sinmese Government within five points, each of which
was accompanied with o full exposition of the grounda

and motives upon which its expadiency rested.

The 1st. was similar to the late Honble, Governor's
first Political ohject of importance ; the restoration of
the King of Kedah on payment of a certain sum in
money, not exceading 4,000 Dollars annually, tor the
due payment of which the Penang Government to be
guarantee, and onr ally to be liable to no further de-
mands, ceder or mark of subjection, nnless perhaps to
the triennial presentation of the Boongha Mas or
Golden Fiower, The 2nd. was, The disavowal by Siam
of all elaims of snperiority over any of the Malay,
States on the Peninsula South of Patani. The 3rd.
was the same as the late Honble, Governor's Second
Commercial object ; the free navigation of the rivers
between the Trang and Creean, and unimpéded interd
course with the Tin Countries aud the interior and
Fastern side of the Malasy Peninsula. The 4th wae

S Memarandum the same as the late Honble. Governor's first Commer-
anclosed in the | 3 " .
Dispatch to the Cial ohject. The free exportation from all the Siamese
Suprame Gove. norts on the Western side of the Peninsula of all
from the Govr. L e

In Council at p.w, Articles of provision required for the use of Penang,
Island, dated  The 5 ond last was, the cession of Junkesylon or

10th Octr. 1824, .y .
+ (This -:m-. Salang to the British Government,

will be
copied later), OF the above points the Supreme Government

withheld its acquiescence from two, the 2nd. and 5Sth.
It doubted the practicability of inducing the arrogant
and hanghty Court of Siam to wave pretensions so
intimately affscting its pride and conseqence as its
claims of superiority over the Malayan States on the
Peninsula, and it was decidedly ailverse to any pro-
t position for the cession of Junkeeglon, as such n
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measure would bring s weak and detached Dritish
:.“ﬁ:-:::q: position into immediate contact with the ancient
fromthe Bup- Sinmese territory itself, and thus infallibly augment
,.:.';::' nm and multiply the existing chanée and hazard of

datod 10th  national collision and disputes.
MNovr, 1824,

The Penang Government in its reply adnitted,
that the object for which it had recommended abtaining
possession of Junkeeylon wonld be fully attained by
the retention of Mergui and its Tslands ns British
possessions, and that the importance of any stipulation
for arvesting the extension of Siamese Dominion over
the Malayan Peninsula was in some degree affected
by the changes about to take place on the Peninsula
in consequence of the Treaty lately conoluded with
the Netherlands Government for the permanent
establishment of British authority at Malwecs. The

Para. 7 &10 ot jutercourse that will naturally avise between the Gov-
tha Dispatah®
from the Penang ernment an:l the Malay States, the general dislike
*othe Supreme antartained against the Siamese rule, added to their
m,:';:::";:w own means of defence will probably arvest the course
of conguest in that quarter without any  specific
Treaty.

m:ﬁ:mm__ During my late Mission ‘to the Sinmese States |

boon printed., nscertained that the Sinmese nee fully sensible of the
m“*:ﬂ great value of Junkceylon and that there is not the
Rocords, smallest chnneo of that [sland Leing ever ceded to us,
::':::::::t] The Pyn of ** Salang ™ prides himself on his title, und
. he took pains to correct the adilress af the lotters
which I'conveyed to him from the Honble. the Govere

nor of Penang, and in which he  was styled Pyn of

% Pungah.” The very first consequence also of onr

Burmese War hns been to induce the Siamese to turn

their views towards improving Junkeeylon, their es-

tablishment on which is to be vestored the moment the

Pya of Salang returns from Bangkok, when his eldest

son is Lo be appointed Governor of that Island, Tt is

satisfactory however to know, that a much more libarl

arrangement exists with respect to the Tin produced
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in that quarter than what has hitherto been reported,
that the Chief of Salang and his officers are very favor-
ably disposad towards us, and that our ships and com-
merce are sure of being hospitably and kindly received
at Pungah and Junkeeylon.

I had every reason to believe, during my late
Mission also that the British Government will not
succeed in persnading the Court of Siam to consent hy
recular treaty to the future independence of the Malny
States Sonth of Patani, but that if such a prineiple be
ot once assumed by ns we chall be allowed to act upon
it without any Serious demur or opposition. The ex-
tension of the Sinmese dominion over Kedah and the
Malayan States being miore an ohject of ambition with
the Chief of Lizore, than with the Conrt of Sinm, the
members of which, with the exception of that Chief’s
Nephew, the Wang-na, leing little interested in the
subject, T am satisfied that by means of the British Gov-
ernment at Malneen the operations of thetChief of Ligore
may b avrested withont the chanes of any break
with the Court of Siam. The Penang Government,
by making use only of the name of the Government of
Malneen, and of the treaties which subsisted hotween
the Netherlands Government and the States of Perak
and Salengore may so intimate to the Chief of Ligore a
request to withdeaw from the former and a prohibition
against attacking the latter State as to relieve itself
from all haeaed of a rupture with that Chief.

The Memorandnm of the present Honble. Gover-
nor of Penang doez not include four of the objects
recommended by the late Honble. Governor for nego-
tiation at Siam, nnmely, his 3nl Commercial, 2nd.
Political, and’ Znd. and Srd, minoe Political points. [
presume it is considered that the commeres in Tin had
better he allowed to take its own conrse without en-
deavouring to support it, or direct it to Penang or to
any particulae emporiam by means of conventional
enpagements, and that the possession of Pulo Pankour
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if such be desirable, may now be more easily obtained
by the Government of Malacea opening a negotiation
for that purpose with its old ally the Rajah of Perak.

Doubts as to our rights of Sovereignty in Prince
of Wales Island were, I believe, first suggested to the
late Honble, Governor by Mr, Crawfnrd.  The fact of
an undisturbed ocenpation of the Tsland for 80 years,
‘and of its having been considered as n British oSS
sion in numerons Acts of the British Parlinment, and
ina'charter of Justice from our Soversign, ought, 1
think, to be set against such donbts, and Mr. Crawtund

Dispateh to M. himself reported from Bangkok. that he * had gained
m‘:::z;' this point, the virtual establishment of our vight of
1822, Sovereipmty i Prince of Wales Island and its territory
» ¥12duly  on the Peninsuln; that the frequent and distinet
,::,:' TIPS refrences wade to Prince of Wales Islaud thronghont
his conference with the Siamese negotiators as a
British possession, left no donbt whatever upon his
mind that the Siamese looked upon our right of
sovereignty in Penang and the tervitory apposite to it
as not to be questioned, and that the right of the
Malay Prince to alienate a portion of his fief being
once admitted by the Siamese Court, and a total silence
of 36 yenrs, mast be looked npon a4 a valid and sub-

stantial mlmiszion of jt.”
Tth Article of

Mr. Crawlurd's i 1
Motes & towaras 1200, the Penang Government observed “ At all

& Treaty with - avents we cannot consider it advisable to discuss nny
the Siamese.

* jcoplea. Orticle implying a doubt as to onr right of possession
“::::m i of this Island. The state of dependence to which
settiomonts.  Nodal had been reduced prior to the expulsion of the
Vol 89 L King is well known, bat it is equally notorious that at
the time the island was ceded to us by the former

King, the triennial presentation of the Hoonghn Mas,

and that made to Ava as well a5 Siam, was the only

mark of homage, and which certainly does not convey

to the receiver any portion of the Soversign Rights of

the other.  As this Island and dependencies have long

These doubts however having Iately appeared
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Para. 1 of the been considered an integral part of the British Domi-

= Dispatch from _ : o ] =
tia . nions of India, it seem to us to be too late to allow the

the Supreme question of right to be raised in any shape whatever.”
::_": ot 18 (in this point also the following observations were
- Ibld, supplied to me by Mr. Anderson the Malay Translator
to the Penang Government. It will be recollected

that shortly after the Conguest of Kedah, the Rajah of

Ligor ostensibly transferred the Govermment to the

old Unele to the present Ex-King, evidently for no

other purpose than to make n demand of the annnal

snbsidy herctofore paid to the King., The claim was

then distinetly disavowad by the Governor of Pananes

*= This was the sinee  which we have hearsdl no more of  Sultan
achiel with whom
o - - H "
Sie Gobite Ilenooreen® or any other Malay authovity at Kedah.

Leith's Treaty Neither the WHajal of Ligor nor the Court of Sinm lins
was oxocutodl,
whao coded the
territory opr presumed to advance any pretension to supremacy over
" ,“t 'M:' Prinee of Wales Island and the territory attached. In

resigned the all the Rajal's corresponidence there has never been

throne to the L . fe) o i Neer g
presont King 0¥ mention of such a elaiin, and why should we study

of Kedah, He  to increase the arrogance of the Sianmese by agitating
diad vory lately.

ever matle any similar application since, nor have they

such o guestion and regniring the cession of a territary
which we have so long possessed without the sem-
Llance of opposition or objection, and which must he
considered as ours from long and unopposed possession ?
:n:.:::::t: With respect toan aceession of territory on the
the Suprame  (Joast of Kedah the Penang Government now considers
“';_?‘.::;‘“ if such an object he desirable it will in all probability
bie mich easier to attain it through the medinm of the
Para. Tth of the __ = G
sDispatch to the Iy of Kedal whan restored to his throne, than
Penang Govt. |,y (lippet  negobintion with the Eoort of Sinm g
datod I18th Nowe. ~ = - :
1824, and the Suprems Government hns determined that
the Political considerations which suggest an attempt
sCopled. . o :
e ti.;-l effect o restomtion of tI‘m Malay hmcr.umnni:‘m
Recordas, Steaits Kedah resolve themselves (into the following., The
T British l-uvt:rnmmt ?uuld unguestionably gain hy
the measure in reputation among the Easterm States.
It would remove from the immediate vicinity of
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Penang and from a state of actual contact with its
Continental Territory, a most troublesome and unac-
commodating neighbour, between whom and  our
Government at Penang, disputes are at all times liable
to break out. It would restore to Penang those
necessary supplies of grain  &e. From which it is
now completely cut off, and finally, it would put
a stop to the alarming incréase of piracy which has
taken place in econsequence of the fight of the Malay
population through dread of the Siamese, and
their addiction to  predatory courses from wanting
the means of subsistence. Mr. Crmwfurd however
proposes. to' require Sinm to cede to us a por-
tion of the territory of Kedah without atfempting
to obtain any stipulation in favor of its King, But
on this point 1 presmme the following observations by
the present Honble. Governor of Peoang will be
considlered  conolusive.  “ The 7th article seems to
abandon the interests of the King of Kedah and to
stipulate instead of them an incrense of territory for
ourselves. 1t appears to me that our trae policy is
Ist to keep upthe petty States now standing between
us and the Sinmese territory, and Zndly to enduavonr
Yo restore those which have been subverted, 50 ns to
prevént our coming in contact with that power in
this neighbourhomd. The restitution of the King of
RKedah is a point I consider no less consistent with
true policy than essantial to the credit and reputation
of gur Government. As far ns Political considerations
ape concerned the same arguments apply to Perak, it
being understood that the Sinmese from Ligar are
actunlly in possession.  Shonld the restoration of the
King of Kedah prove impracticable, then I am willing
toadmit that p eession of the tervitory stated by Mr.
Urawfond might he ndvantageons, by interposing a
grent portion of hill and forest betwoen us, The ab-
Jject of holding territory on the Continent appasite to
the Island was, that we might command the Straits
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between the main land and the Island, and coun-
teract the tendaney to plunder and piracy open from
the proximity to an unsettled Country. I admit
fully that the belt of Iand so occupied is too narrow,
being comprised within 3 mwiles of the shore, and
therefore terminuting just as the land emerges from
Mangrove aod swamnps, and becomes fit for caltiva-
tion. Great no doubt wounld be the advautage of
some extension. but certainly not of such considera-
tion us to be an arcument seninst the more essential
object of re-establishing, if possible, the Malay
Chiefshiip on defined terms, that is to say. subject to
the payment of a fixed sum to be guaranteed by us,
and wo other mark of homage or subjection,”

In the vestoration of the King of Kedali also is
involved the nttninment of those subordinate poiuts,
the free importation of Provisions from Kedali into
Penang, matual surrender of criminals, and permis-
sion for us to cccupy at any time any of the Islands
Iying between the Lancava group and Pulo Pankour.
Az regards also the more Southern States and
Islands, stipulaticns on sach peints may not be
easily executed between our Government at Malacea
and the Chiefs of Perak and Salengore. Thus then,
as fur as the local interests of Penang are concerned,
the whole of the objects for negotintion with Siam
come to be resolved into the two points laid down
by the Supreme Government in its last dispateli.
Ist, To attempt to effect a restoration of the Maluy
Government in Kedah, and its establishment on an
independent or at leust improved footing—and 2adly.
To stipulate for an onrestricted trade with the in-
terior and eastern coast of the Malay Peninsula, by
means of the overlund routes, and rivers flowing
into the sea in the neighbouwrhood of Penang.

It appears to me that the bedst mode of
attaining these objects will be, to secure to our
negotintions at Bangkok the friendly assistance
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of some of the Siamese Chiefs in the neighbour-
hood of Kedah, on whose reports only the Court
of Biam will be disposad to act, and to make
the general advantuges to be derived by Sian in
other quarters outwrigh the particular views of the
(’hief of Ligor, who has entire possession of the
Kingdom of Kedal, and of the Western Coust of
the Malayan Peninsula, from Lat. % to 8% 20", and
exercises full control over the States of Singora,
Merdelong and Patani. 1 fear the time is past

Boe roportof When we might have rendered this Chief instru-

my mission to
Hodah # ad-
dressod to E. A,
Blundell Esqr,
‘Acty. secy. ta the
Penang Govwe

mental to the accomplishment of our wishes, not
only because his fears and sospicions lave been
much excited ngninst us, but beeause he has not
[2 now] made arrangements for nvailing himself of

dated 2d. &prell  thie whole of the resonrees of Kedali, and i3 therafore
s :
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deeply interested against the restoration of the
Kingdom to our old ally. The son at Kedah is ap-
propriating for his father the principal staples, tin,
paddy and timber, to the soothward of Settool,
while the two sons at Meraket ars appropriating the
staples of birds' nests, tripang and timber for boat
building, from the northern portion of the Kingdom
of Kedah. The principal person, 1 was told at
Pungah, who feels interasted in the affuirs of Kedah
at the CGourt of Siam, is the hief of Ligore’s
Nephew, the Wung-na or Heir apparent, o whom n
portion of the profits urising from the occupation of
Keiah is transmittad, and whoss powarfal influsnce
the Britsh negotintor will have to connterct.
Our best shinnee therafors of securing the restoration
of the Mulay Government in Keduh is to necept the
assistance, which the Chief of Salang and the other
Cliefs on the Isthmus of Krali have tendered and
which their present friendly disposition towarnls the
British Government, their good will towards the
Ez-King, to whose exertions principally they ascribe
the repulse of the Burmese from Junkeeylon in
1810, and their jealousy of the Chief of Ligore's
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growing power, will lead them to grant us with
zaa] and cordiality. Throngh the exertions of these
Ciiiefs, our negotiator at Bangkok may persuade the
Wang-na and his party, by the offer of other advan-
tagea to Siam on the Coast of Tenasserim, to agras
to divide with his unele of Ligor some annual com-
pensation in money from the King of Kedah, o nil
to obtain his unecle’s consent to the arrangement by
means of n paremptory order, or proviso of other
benefits from the Court.

Yot we shall not, I think, be able to secure an
unrestricted triude with the whole of the Eastern
Coast of the Malayan Peninsuly until we remove the
distrust and suspicion with which the Chief of Ligor
hus hean filled agninst us, by mischievous tales and
misrepresentations taken to him from Penung.
Formerly, it is well koown, that the greatest
ohstructions to this trade, procesedad from our own
ally of Kedah, aud in the event of his restoration
we ouglt at least to secure the nse of some of the
best overland routes and navigable vivers, that is to
say, the free communication with Merdelong through
Lungn, with Singora, through Kangar and the
Purlis river, as well as through the Kabong Boya
River, and with Kota Bharn, Kroh and the other tin
districts through "ulei and the Muorboo Muda Prye

Siamese states and (rosan rivers, The passage to Ligzor through

Iying betwoon
Aangkok and
P.W, Island.

Kedah anil Caszsai, anid by the Trang rivers through
KEhuutinnee, amd the passaga to Merdelong from
the Plean river, will depand entirely on the relations
which the Government of FPenung may succeed in
establishing with the Chief of Ligor.

There is another object which it would be
highly desirable to attain on the restoration of the
King of Keduh, namely, to relesse ourselves
from the obligation to pay to His Highness
the quit rent of 10,00) Dollars per annum
for possession of Penang and the Country on the
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‘opposite coast. Bat referring to the poverty of
the Kingdom of Keduh, and the present miserable
condition of its 1nhabitants, T coneeive that on the
resource of this quit rent from us our ally must
entirely depend for some years after his restoration.
The Government of Prinece of Wules Islund may
however make it an article of the new Treaty which

. it will become necessary to conclude with him, to
reduce this quit rent to a moiety, and to stipulate
that it shall be paid for u definite number of years
only.

Besides the objects abova noticed, and in whish
the local relations of Prince of Wales lsiand are
principally involved, there arve others of great
iwmportunce depending on negotiations with the
Siamese Government and bearing on the general
interests of the British Euipire in India, These
may be divided iuto three points.

1st. Toinduce the Siumese nation to co-operate
with us in the present war azainst Ava,

2od.  To seeure ourselves at ns little risk and
expence as possible againat the future aggressions
of either Siam or Ava,

drd.  To improve our commercial relations with
the kingdom of Siam and obtain for British subjects
some share of its very valuable Commerce.

On the first point the Supreme Government
wara. Tehof me. has explained to Brigadier General Sir Archd,
'::"m:::."::: Campbell, that the sort of co-operation which wouald
sira. campben be considered desirable from Sinm, is not that it
"““I’::‘:‘“"' should send its barbarous and undiseiplined’ troops

to nct in conjunction with our foree, or even to ap-
proach any quarter whero it is likely to be employed,
but it Is conceived that the Siamese Govornment
might muterinlly assist us, by moving nn army
from some part of its N. W. frontiers in the direstion

® Copled, Sea
VYol 89 as boforo.



[ 177 ]

of the Capital of Ava, operating of course indepen-
dently and thus creating a powerful and perhups o
very effectoal diversion in our fuvor. Acting upon
this information I pressed the Chief of Ligor by
letter, as well as the Chiefs on the Isthmus of
Eraw, to urge the Court of Siam to push an army
from Zamee towards Mona and the eapital of Ava,
by which movement the Siamese would be placed
between our forces and the Chinese frontier, But
Ihave since learnt from the newspapers that Sir Ar-
clibald Camplell advized the Siamese Envoys who
vigited his camp, to move their troops in a more
westerly direction, against Toongho the strongest
fort in the Bormese Empire, and this movement
is certuinly preferable to the other, if by adopting
the former the Siamese have any chance of pene-
trating into the Capital of Ava before us. For
uo one object lowever is the immediate de-
pﬁtuﬁan of a British Agent to Bangkok more
necessary than this of endeavouring to direct and
regulate the force which Siam may send against
Ava, and to prevent its interfering with our line of
operations, or becoming burtheusome and mischie-
vous, when we desire to aceept any overtures for
peace, which we may drive the Durmese Government
to offer,

In my opinion, the best co-operation which we
can receive from the Sinmese, i3 for them to afford
us supplies of earriage cattle nnd provisions and to
open as many points fof communication as possible
between our relative posts. It was from this con-

See Enclosures gjjaration that 1 prevailed upon the Pya of Salang to
D.E&F.iInCapt , . { 3 i
Burnay's reports j0II With me in writing the Sininese Government of
to £ A Blundell Tnossnn, Chaiya, Chimpohun, Poclipuri and Rach-
Bctyg. Socy. to tho i T :

ponang Gowt.  JMirl, to'estublish o free interconrse as soon us possi-

""‘“‘:":::"""" bla between their posts and the Britigh Gurrisonsg

nt Tenuszerim, dergui, Tavov, Ye and Martaban.
. Sooc anto; ox- et
racts thig . f -
: .:,:. :;,: ) : The 2nd. and 3d. of the abovementioned points
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for negotintion with Siam Mr. Crawfurd ropresented

M. Crawtura's to the Supreme Govt. may-be attained by the measure
* Dispateh ta . = = s

Mr. Sccy. swin- L Telaining permanent possession of the Pm‘ﬂt'm:en

ton dated Singa- 0f Mergui and Tavoy, or even by the more limited

P e Y one of permanently oceupying the Ports of Mergui

* Tobocopiea 300 Tavoy, but especially the latter with perhaps a

latarfrom Bengal small porticn of the Territory adjacent to each, and

:::m::‘:;‘ by ceding to the Siamese the maritime possessions

of the Burmese from Martabun downwards.

The Supreme Government however wers disin-
clined to adopt the whole of Mr, Crawfurd's sugges-
tions on the ground that as a general maxim all
extension of our territorial possessions and Political
relations on the side of the Indo-Chiness Nations 14,
with reference to the peeculinr character of thosa
States, to their decided jealousy of our power and
ambition, and to their proximity to China, earnestly
to be deprecated and declined as far as the course of
events and the force of circumstances will

7. diehon Trom, the; Prench  narmit® Sir.  Avehibald Campbell was
Catholic Missionaries at Pe- 5 2
nang that since our war with fAlthorized to withdraw altogetber from

Ava, the King of Cachin Chins  Naroui and to concentrate the whole
has ordered avery European

and oven the French man- Uetachment of Nutive troops at Tavoy,
darins to quit his Kinsdom, and either to deliver charge of Mergui
to the Son of the Rajah of Tavoy, or giveit up to
any of the adjoining Siamesa Chisfs, ns o practical
proof of the friendly sentiments which the British
Government cherishes towards His Majesty of Siam,
and #s an earnest of the advantage which will neerue
to the Siamesa Nation from co-operating with us in
our war aguinst the common enam v of both stutes.

Para. & and 8 of the Dis- Tle Bupreme Government added, that
patch®  to the Panang from i thola i .
At ® Govt. datea 19 Of the whole it was of opinion that
Nowe. 1824. and para.4and & soomner or lnter we must withdraw frog
of Mr Secy. Swinton's Dis- . - %
pateh to Sir Archd. Campben 1 VOF a5 well as Mergui, and that if

of the same date. we relinquish them in any other mode

* Copled from than restoring them to Avaas an article in o future

’::.":: o os treaty of Peace , it is desirable that we should en-

deavour to transfer possessionto the Siamese, making
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at the same time the best bargain Circnmstances
will admit.

The Suprems Government having signified that
the above was only the present inclination of their
opinions, and that their minds were by no means
wholly resolved on these questions, and Brigr.
tienl, Sir Archibald Campbell not having judged it
necessary to avail himself of the permission which
he had received to withdeaw our force from Mergui,
I beg to submit the considerations which appear to
me to render the policy of such a measura very
doubtful, if not injudicions.

The Penang Government has obsarved on this
subject, that the motives actuating the DBritish
Government in the rehinquishment of any part of oar
acquisitions on the Copst of Tenasserim at present
will not be fairly appreciated or even understondd
by the Sinmese—that their cession without some
equivalent, or at least, or without some ecom-
munication or urgent solicitation on the part of
the Sinmese, will ba attributed to a wrong cause,
and ruther tend to encourage pretensions which
might not otherwise be entertained and that the
resources of these Countries in our possession during
the war will materially fucilitate the provision of
carringe cattle and supplies for our army, and thos
contribute in a great degree to the prosecution
of the war. That the inconvenience of being in
contact with the Sinmese authorities no arrangement
cun now prevent, that as the British interests in
respect to the States of Ava and Siam ean be
maintained only by the strength of our position,
and the known respectability of the British (Govern-
ment, we must place more reliance on . their fears
than on their good faith for the prevention of
aggression, and assume the most commanding
situation which the progress of a just and necessary
war has placed within our reach,, and that the
permanent retention of Tavoy and Mergui in the
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manner suggested by Mr. Crawfurd and their oceup-

ation by British Troops will, by establishing a secure

footing and firm entrance into their territory in case

of need, overnwe both Burmans and Sinwese, and

thus oppose a check against the future aggression

of either of these States. The Penang Government

further represented that the nbave chservations were

intended to apply to all the late acquisitions on the

Coast of Tenusserim but that in respect to one of

them, Mergui, their records ennble them to speak

with more eertainty nud confidence. In the lotter
":'m::.:::_' of Instructions from the Honble. Court of Directors
the Monble, 0t the first estublishiment of the Govt. of Prince of
Court to the Pe- Wiles Island the occupation of a convenient harbour
m"::m::x on the Enstern side of the Bay of Bengul was pointed
ST Y out as an object of primary importance, Acheen
tettor has mot  Wits confemplated in the first instance, iling in
mﬂl':'::;:r that Mergui was pointed out ns the next convenient
tostam.  position. The objects in view were st The establisli-
ment of a place of relit and security for our own

shipping in the tiwe of war, and 2udly The ex-

clusion of & foreign Europsan enemy from a position

whicl afforded him extensive means of annoyance to

our trade. The result of all attempts to establish a

Port at Acheen will be found on the records of the

Supreme Government. Any further measures for

that end are now precluded by the late trenty with

the Netherlands Government and the objects nre now

only attainable at Mergui. 1t is well known that

during the whole of the last war, French Privateers

and seven regular ships of war made Mergui a

place of constant resort, principally during the

i severity of the 3. W. Monsoon. They found means
; of outlit and supply, and were enabled at the opening

of the fnir senson to commence their depredations in

any part of the Bay of Bengal, So long as Mergui and

the adjacent islands rewain in the possession of a

Native Power, our Trade must be subjected to the

same risk in case of war with a foreign Europeuu or



Paras. 3,8, 5,7
& 8 of the Dis-
patchi tothe
Supreme Govi.
wated 18th Jany.
18215,

Para. 5 of Mr.
Secy. Bwinton's
Dispatch® to
Sir Archd, Camp-
boll datod i9
Movr. |IBI48.

Sent Sce
Straits Sottle-
ments, Vol. 28

[ 181 ]

American power. On the other hand, if in our
possession, a secure harbour is afforded to our ship-
ping in the most convenient position for the naviga-
tion of the Bay, whenever the danger of the seus, or
an enemy may render shelter advisable. However
convenient Penang may be for concentrating
the trude of the Northern Posts of the islind of
Sumatra, of the Malay Peuinsula, and the adjacent
islands, it is too fur to the South East to be used as
s place of resort for uny ships except such as may be
bound through the Straits of Malacea. These con-
derations therefore maiuly induced the former recom-
mendation of the Penang Government for obtaining
possession of Junkeeylon, the object of which would
be fully obtaine? by the retention of Mergui and its
Islands as British possessions, In a commercial
point of view much may be s1id in favor of the re-
tention of Mergui. The river is understood to be
navigable to a considerable distance up the country
and through that channel a great portion of the
productions of Siam once found their outlet ou the
Bay of Bengal.

The Penang Government concluded by tendering
its services to the Supreme Government to take charge
at once of Mergui, on the arrival of the Bencoolen
Local Corps, or of a reinforcement of recruits from
Bengnl for the Penang Local Corps.

The Supreme Government has of course received
by this time, agreeably to its requisition, the most
accurnte information which could be collected through
the officers on the spot reganding the geography,
resources ond population of the Countries on the
Const of Tenasserim and the disposition of the in-
habitants towards the Sinmese Government.

The only suthentic information which 1 eould
obtain during my late mission regnrding the former
etate of thesp countries w. s contained in apparently
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Enclosurs 8in an old book, in which I was shewn at Pungah a Code
Captn. Burney's e -

. stoma O the Harbour and Lus‘tﬂm Housa du'hea mﬁi reguln-

- ®lundell Esqr. tionz in force at Mergui and Tenasserim whilst under

. Agtg. Secy. to the . .

Peshag the Sinmese G-:merunfant. and I proenred a copy of this

@ated 2d Apeil  document, as from its pernsal wa shall be able to

it o estimate what advantage our commerce may derive

raekiprrR ransferring the Ports to the
tracts trom this from the measure of transferring the

Vel.1330.)  Siamese. I lesrnt much however in favor of the

advantageons commercial situntion of Mergni, and

even the Native Commander of one of the brigs, which

were loading tin and rice at Pungah for the Coast of

Coromandel, solicited me to submit to our Govern-

ment the importance of retaining such a Port on the

eastern side of the Bay of Bengal as Mergui, whence

not only a valuable trade conld always be econducted,

but large supplies of rice in times of scarcity on the

Coast of Coromandel, could be so easily shipped and

taken for the relief of the sufferers.

I'he journey from Mergui to Puchpuri, which
is two or three days distance only from Bangkok

* sle.Allne  roptez ®* from Mergui to Chimpohun on the Fastern

h::;.';m side of the Isthmns of Krab, the one directly across
Sec accompany- the country takes three days, and the other only
ing Geographical ¢\, (qnys, baing by sea to the Pak-chan or the

Sketch of the a4 . 5 .

Slamese States Rinnong river, which last is separated from the Chim-

Iying between poliun river by a space of land that may be traversed

Bangkok and | &

P.W. tstana. 10 4 hours, but throngh which I was nssured by sevaral
persons who have been there, as it lies between
two mountaing, a canal might be easily made, and
thus n good passage by water might be secursd (uite
across the Isthmus of Krah, The importance of estab-
lishing such a safe and easy communication as this
wonld prove between the Gulfs of Bengal and Siam,
need not be discussed, and  this project ought, T
submit, to form one of our ohjects of negotintion with
the Simmese Government, The shortest route from
the Gult of Siam to Tavoy as well as to Mergui, I was

told, is that from Chimpohun, where the Siamese forces
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destined to attack those places always assembled.
The Siameze Dominions on both sides of the lsthmns
of Krah are very thinly inhabited, the population of
the whole Government of Salang including that island
does not exceed 6000 Souls, and the coast between
Mergui and Junkeeylon lias for several years been
in a state of desolation. The Governor of Chimpohun
was nlways entrusted by the Court of Siam with the
especial duty of watching the Burmese on the Coast
of Tenasserim, and he was not allowed to trade as
all cther Siamese Chiefs do. Chimpohun, in fact,
since the conquest of Tavoy and Mergui by the
Burmese, appears to have been converted into a purely
Military post or Garrisom, and this circumstance
accounts for the entire cessation of that valuable
trade which formerly passeil between Mergui and the
Gulf of Siam.

Mr. Crawfurd appears to have given the pre-
ference to Tavoy over Mergui for n British Establigh-
ment, becanze he had been informed that the former
town is but seven ordinary marches from Bangkok,
the Capital of Sinm. But that this information was
incorrect I think may be seen by n mere examination
of the chart, which places Tavoy 2 degress and 45
minutes, or 101 statute wniiles m a direct ling, and
without reference to the intervening mountains,
strenms and forests, from Bangkok, a distunce far
too great to be’ crossed in seven onlinary marvches.
Uaptn. Low also has just proved by a report to the
Pennng Government that it takes six days, and over
vonds impassable even for an elephant, to reach the
Siamese bonndary only from Tavoy.

The Supreme Government appears to liave given
the preference to Tavovy over Mergui, because the
townsmen of the former place may be considered to
have established a claim to our protection by their
conduct in the surrender of it, and becanse Tavoy was
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stated to furnish a natumlly strong and defensibls
position. As to the capability however of defending
Xergui thers can be now no doubt. Captn. Poynton,
who assisted at its capture, assures me that the placa
not only possesses a noble harbour, but that it is
naturally of great strength, and that no vessel conld
have approached it had it been properly garrisoned,
The Fort is placed upon a hill which completely com-
mands the harbour, and to fire at which he was obliged
to elevate the guns of his vessal at an angle of nearly
43 degrees.

The permanent cccupation of botl Tavoy and
Mergui would be more open to the objection so strongly
urged by the Sopreme Government against the exten-
sion of our territorial possessions and political relations
than the retention of one of thoss places only, to sarve
principally as a free port whenes British subjects may
be secured a fair share in the valuable commerce of
Sinm, while the intricate navigation of the Tavoy
River and the distance of the town from the usun]
place of anchorage for wvessals of mny  bnrthen, are
unquestionably disadvantages, when compared with
the commodions harbour of Mergui and the cirening-
tance of the Iatter being an island and hence more
defensible,

That the Sinmese attach a great value to the
Coast of Tenasserim there is no fuestion. The Pya of
Salang and his Ministers gave me every reason to
believe that their Sovereign would rejoize to FROOVET
his ancient dominions on that coast, and they strove to
prevail upon me to pledge the restitution of & portion
of them. Very few of the present inhabitants of that
Coast however can recollect the time when Siam ruled
over them, or feel any partiality in favor of a state,
the tvoops and subjects of which they have never seen
but when destroying them, or being  destroyed by
them, The Sinmese do not appear to me to consider

themselves to posse « such a titls or ¢lim to onp
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conques ts as not to receive any portion, which we may
be disposad to deliverto them, with great satisfaction,
and even with some concessions in our favor, the
latter particularly if the cession be made by ns with o
pledge of support.  Adverting to the scanty populstion:
of the Siameses States to the Southward of Bangkok, to
their long standing dread of the Burmese and to their
inferiority in courage and martial pursuits, 1 feel con-
fident that unless we retain a commanding situation
on the Coast of Tennsserim, or noless we reduce the
strength of the Burmese Government compared with
that of its Eastern neighbours . move than what will be
considered our true policy, the Siamese will have very
little chance of keeping any cession which we mnke o
them in this quarier.

But the great consideraticn is; what is to become
of the inhabitaunts of the territory which we may cede to
the Siamese 7 for the probable eflects of the Siamesa
Government over them may be judged of by the declara-
tion of one of its own subjects, a Nativa Catholic Mission-
ary at Pungah, who observed to me that if the British
Government surrender the Coast of Tennsserim to the
Sinmese, it will be taking the prey from the jaws of
the lion to deliver it into those of the tiger.. Indepen-
dent then of all other arguments, I submit that this
one, the cause of humanity, urges us to retain  posses-
sion of some spot on the Coast of Tenasserim that may
serve as an nsylum for those inhabitants who may be
unwilling to live under the Sinmese yoke, or who may
have forfeited, by their friendly conduct to us during
the present war, the protection of the Burmess Govern-
ment. To this spot, in the event of our ceding a
portion of our conquests to the Siamese, thousands of
the poor inhabitants will fly, and by retaining such a
spot wo shall certainly feel less reluctance or difficulty
in transfering some of these provinees to the Siamese,

But the more territory wo osde to the Hinmese,
the more of human misery I fear we sh..l unavoidably
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Mr. Socy. Swinton
of Jist May 1824,
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create.  Mr. Crawfurd proposes to cede to them the
whole of the maritime possessions of the Burmese from
Martaban downwards, and he enumerates them ns

- comprising two Provinces only, Tavoy and Mergni.
- ®*To be copled ; . g . .
later from Bengal Mr. Gibson informed me that these possessions of the

Socret and
Political Consul-
tations Vol 325,

Burmese are divided into fonr Provinces, that of Mur-
taban, Ye, Tavoy and Tenssserim, which last extends
from Lat. 10° 50" long the rear of Tavoy and Ye
to Lat. 15° 50% It will most probably  be onr
policy to circnmaeribe the power of Ava to the Northe
ward and Westward, “hy emancipating. Assam and
Munipoor, and by retaining perhaps the town and
river of Armecan, as points forming a convenient
natural boundary to the British territories, and mneh
more healthy and ensy of defence than the jungles
near the Naaf, The Siamese also, if they are sincers
m their intentions of co-operating  with us in
the present war, will probably take possession of,
aud desire to. retain, some tracts of territory  on
the eastern frontiers of Ava, along the river
Thalneu. [ would therefore Eeg to recommend that
the Provinees of Martaban and Ye. but especially the
former, shonld be: reserved to be restored to the
Burmese at the close of the war, and that the remainder
only including the Forts of Tavoy, Engram and Zemih,
should be ceded to the Siamese, with the exception
ol Merzui, its contiguons islands. and a convenient
portion of territory on the main, of all which the
British Government should retain permanent possession,
The interposition of the Siamese between the Burmese
and our post at Mergui would be convenient, whilst
our  presence there would enable the former to

strengthen themselves at Tavoy, Engram and Zemih,
which two last are said to comm

arfil the pass into the
Sih!!ll‘.‘e’i'

Territories, and by means of good garrizong
at these places they ought to keep their acquisitions,
which would then be well protected on the side of Ava,
It would be advisable for us to retain possession of
Tenasserim, which was formerly the great port for
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trade, and might, if left with the Siamese, interfere )
with the prosperity of Mergui, and we should reserve

to ourselvés the sovereignty of the whola of  the

islands from Tavoy lsland to St. Mathews; almost

all of them produce binds' nests and tripang, and some
y ::I' ;“:‘:::':f:;: T::“ of them, particularly Domel Island, have
tory . oy . a
islnnd I8 cdosesibea By mim Fear]l  Banks, nnd  they all lis in the
“ag Thoe northernmost largo
“igtand of that oxtonsive 1 2 .
= ohain which fronts the coast _Lennsserim.®  The Establishment of our
# gencrally called the Mergul
g Tonasscrim Archipelago; -
M which with the whole of this 31y other power from occupying any of
:3“ have ﬂl:m'bﬂh rege-  them, will secnre  to our traders tha
¥y surveyed; consoquont- : o .
u by wery Imperfoctly known, = Voluable objects in which they abound,

and will prevent any of them fram hecoming  tha
vesort of piratical hoats, The river Tinnan, which

traclk of vessels mavignting the coast of

suvercignty over these isles will preclude

comes from the north and discharges itself’ into the -

Bay of Bengal in three channels on each side of
Mergmiand Neclair Islands, would form' s good natural

boundary to the enst and south of the territory we

may retain, and its left bank should be ressrved by us
in order to secnre the Town of Tennsserim - and
prevent the Siamese from interfering with the naviga—
tion of the river, by forming any establishments on
that bank, The boundary to the north might he

hereatter adjusted by Commissioners to be appoivted ©

by the Siamese and by our Government.

If the views which I have above ventured to sub-

. mit receive the approbation of the Suprems Govern-
ment they can be immedintely carried into effect, hy
the Provineces of Tavay and Tenasserim being  placed
ander the direction of the Honble. the Governor of
Prinee of Wales [sland, who lins nlmﬂ}' hean [rlt‘-:l-i-f‘il
to tender his services, on the great value and imporiance
of whicli it would be impertinent in me to say a word.
Commiesioners from Penang could with ease proceed
to Tavoy and Mergui, examine and report upon thosa
places at the same time that our Negotiator at Bangkok
might invite the Siamese Government to send Uom-



¥ The arival of the threo
Companies of the 2I5th Regt
from Matal, an wall as of the
Bancoolen Local Corps will
shortly place a disposable
Milltary Force at Fonang and
the communication between
that place andg Margul, which
durlng the Morth East Mon-
Soon seldom takes more than
8 or 10 days, could bo much
facilitated during the South
Wast Monscon or bolsterous
weather, by means of the Fya
of Salang. Until a g00d road
be oponed fream Morgul to
Pungah boats could at any
Seasonlimagine pass botween
thoso Places, orat an evonts
botwoon Mergul ang Tuccopa
Dy keeping within the islangs
and close to the Shore, whila
‘the passage botweoon Penang
and Pungah Ig opan at an
times of the Yoar, Botwegn
Tavoy and Penang aconsidor-
able trade has always beon
conducted with the Capltal
of (Thy) Chinose Meorchants
reslding at the latter placa,

* Dispatch to
Mr. Socrotary

May 1524,
* Coplea
Seec Factory
Records, Seraits Tieaty,
Settlamants,
vol. 99,

the Resident of Singapore proposes to tuke the _
Bwinton of 31s¢ Opportunity of obtaining o fair shape
security to our commerce with that

sunding its Government to execute o Commercia}
He has accardingly submitted the draft of
such a Treaty comprized in 15 Artieles.
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missioners on its part to meet oups,
and mutually settlo boundaries and other
points* T may add here that there is
one Gentleman of the Honble, Com-
pany’s Civil Service at Prince of Wales
Island, My, Huing;r. the Superintendant
of Provinee Wel]e::h-}', whose zeal and
intelligence, knowledge of the chimeter
and | customs of the Hasters Nations,
and above all, temper, g CXpericnce in
the delicate and diffiealt duty
ing a newly settled Country eminently
qualify him for the office of Commissionor
ot Mergui, should it ba determined to
retain of  that

af govern-

prmanent  possession

Island,

It has long been known that few
Asiatic Conntries e capable of conduc.
ting o0 extensive and valuable a T T (1)
with the British Dominijons ns Sinm, and
Jesenb
of freedom  and
Country, by per-

The 1st.

Articles proposes,

“ There shall be peace, friendship and good imder-

staniling  betwesn t)e

British and Sinmpss Nations

To this is ndded aremark that thepe will
be some ﬂiﬂiuult.v

in finding or even mentioning Hig

Majesty's Heirs and Suctessors, ns this is a forbidden

topie, and that the
officer to negotinte a treaty with is the
Klang Chao Kun Koss.
easily avoided by stating,

nane: and. title of the Sinmpse
Chow Pya Praly
The di ioulty may be very

85 in many other of ol

engngements with Opjenga] Nations, that =T Treaty

shall be binding as long as the §

vt and Moon endure,”
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or ‘““retain their motion and splendour,” phrases in
common use among the Malay and Siamese. The
present Foreign Minister is a Pya and not a Prah,
and being related to the Royal family is often styled
Chow Pya Klang-Tha, The remaining words are
titles only. The above article however makes no
mention of the Honble. East Indin Company but I
presume that if an officer serving that anthority be
deputed to frame the Treaty, the enagement must be
made, as every other Treaty with Asiatic States,
between Siam and the Honble. East Indis Company,
and I found it by no means difficult to make the
Siamese at Kedah amd Pungah comprehend the
nature and constitution of that Body. I would
in lieu of this article therefore beg to. propose the
following.

The Peace and friendship now subsisting between
His Majesty the King of Siam, and the Honble, Eng-
lish East India Company shall be perpetual; and this
Treaty consisting of Articles, concluded
in behalf of the Honble. Company on the one part,
by » in virtue of powers delegated to him
for that purpose by the Right Honble. Lord Amherst,
Governor General for all affsirs of the British Nation
in India, and in behalf of his Majesty the King of Siam
on the other part, by sghall endure as long
as the sun and moon retain their motion and splendour.

The 2nd, Article iz,

The British Government for and on account of the
considerations hereafter specified, cedes to His Majesty
the King of Siam in full Sovereignty the Provinces
and Districts recently conquered by the British Arms
situated on the Bay of Bengal known by the names of
Tavoy and Mergui and bounded by and

with the exceptions specified in the next
Article.

The approval of tlie views which I have above
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submitted would render it necessary to alter this
article as follows.

The Honble. English East Indin Company for and
on account of the considerations hersinafter specified
agrees to cede to His Majesty the King of Siam in fall
Sovereignty the Provinces of Tavoy and Tenasserim
recently conquered hy the British Arms, situnted on
the Bay of Bengal, inclnding the Town and Fort of
Tavoy and the forts of Zemih and Engran, with the
exceptions however specified in the next article,

Mr, Crawfurd’s 3rd. Article iz

“The British Government hereby reserves to
itself in full Soversignty the Ports and Harbours of
Tavoy and Mergni with miles of territory adjacent
to ench.”  For which might he substituted,

The Honble. English Bast India Company hereby
reserves to itsell in full sovereignty, the Ports and
Harbours of Mergui and Tenasserim, all the Islands
lying off the Coast of Tennsserin from Tavoy lsland
to St. Mathew’s, and a partion of territory adjacent to
Mergui on the Southwand and castward measuring six
miles beyond the left banlk of the Tinnan River, and on
the Northward bounded by suoh a line, extending from
the sen to that River, as shall be hereafter pointed ong
by British Commissioners on the spot,

To the above may be addad 4 clanse stipulating :
His Majesty the King of Siam, and the Government of
Prince of Wales Island on belalf of the Honbie,
English East Indin Uompany, shall each immedintely
depute two Commissioners to the Provinces of Tavoy
and Tenasserim with ful] Powers to settle the mutual
boundaries and all other points connected with the
execution of this and the preceding article, My,
Crawfurd’s three following articles would require no
alteration excepting the Provinee of Tenasserim to he
substituted for that of Mergui,
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4th. *“'The most complete freedom of trade and
intercourse shall subsist between the British and
Siamese possessions within the Provinces of Tavoy
and Mergui, and no monopoly shall ba created or com-
mercial restraints imposed by either of the contracting
parties withont the consént of the other.”

Sth. “The Asiatic subjects of either of the con-
tracting parties of what ever description voluntarily
withdrawing from the Territories of the one Power to
that of the other within the Provinces of Tavoy and
Mergui shall be permitted so to do withont let or
molestation and shall not afterwards be claimed by

either party."

6th, * The subjects of cither of the contmcting
parties when charged with the crimes of murder,
robbery, theft, or injury accompanied by force, or
when absconding on account of debt shall be amenable
to the laws and jurisdiction of the power in whose
territory ench offender shall have been apprehended,
and the contracting parties reciprocally pledge them-
wolves to afford every necessary assistance and facility
in bringing all such offenders to justice.”

To the 4th article might however be ndded this
clauge :  British subjects shall have full liberty at all
times to repair to the forests lying within the Siamese
possessions to cut and remove from thence Sapan
wood and timber of every description, on payment of
euch moderate duties as the Contracting parties may
mutually agree to establish.

Mr. Crawford's Tth article is

« His Mnjesty the King of Siam for himself, heirs
and successors hereby cedes in full sovereignty to the
British Government that portion of the territory of
Kedah lying between the rivers Creean and Mutboo,
these streams inclusive, and bounded to the North
Fast by the Mountains of Patani and Calantan, in-
cluding the islands of whatever description on the
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Coast of the said Territory to the distance of five
leagues from the said Const.”

The approval of the views which 1 have submitted
would render it necessary to substitute for the above
article the following.

The Houble. the English East India Company
engages that its Government at Prince of Wales Island
shall guarantes an annual paymeut by the King of
Kedah of 4000 Dollars besides the triennial presenta-
tion of the Boongha Mas, to the King of Siam, and
his Majesty the King of Siam in consideration of such
guarantes agrees to restors to Snltan Ahmud Tajuden
Halim Shah and his heirs and successors, full posses-
sion of his Ancient Kingdom of Kedah, lying between
the rivers Oopih and Creean. The above payment and
presentation shall be made directly to the King of
Sinm at Bangkok, and shall release the King of Kedah
from all other token, duty or homage, and from all
future interference with his Government or country on
the part of the Chow Pya of Ligore or any other
Siamese Chief.

The King of Kedah has a very long Siamese title
which it wmnay be neceszury to introduce intoabove
article. Much discussion appears lately to have arisen
a8 to the former boundaries of the Kingdom of Kedah,
but T was told at Lungu and at Trang, and the King
of Kedah, who ought to know, confirmed the truth of
my information, that the small etroam of Oopih Lat,
7° 5", immedintely above the river Talavase or Teluk-

% This boundary must have
baan established many yoars
ago; as in an old chart publi-
shed inDalrymple's East India
Pilot; and said to have beon
sketched by Mr. Martin Lind-
say and to have boen com-
pared with a chart submitted
to the Suprame Govt by Mr.
Lyth, the Martharn boundary
of Kedah Is markod at the
river Talavase or " Talaguoe.”

lawas was the boundary Inst. established
between the Kingdom of Kedah and the
possessions of Merdelong.® The zouthern
boundary is well known to be the Creean
River in Lat, 5° 197, Every exertion
may be made by our Negotintor at Bang.
kok to fix the money payment at as low an
amount as practicable for the above LI
of 4000 Drs, will perhaps press hat? upon
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our ally, In the same manner the presentation of the

Boongha Mas should be remitted altogether if possible,
although 1 fear such a stipulation, serving as it will
a8 o salve to the pride of the Court of Siam, will
give our ally the best chance of being restored.
The rent which the King of Kedah formerly paid to
Sinm for the use of the whole of the islands lying
between Junkeeylon and Kedah producing  Birds®
Nests may be made o separate article of Treaty if
required at Bangkok, for with proper arrangements
our ally ought to realize a large profit on the 6,000
Dollars per annum which he paid.

It appears to me that the best way for our Nego-
tiator to dispose the Couwrt of Siam to listen to his
overtires of the restoration of the King of Kedal, is to
throw out gome hints, that in the event of his not
succeeding in attaining that point for onr old ally, the
Supreme Government will perhaps take into con-
siderntion the expediency of establishing His High
ness in some independent Principality an the Const of
Tenazserim.

Mr. Crawfueds Bth Artiels is:

© The commercis, and other intercourse between
the Dritish Territones so ceded by His Majesty the
King of Siam and the ndjacent Siamesa Territories
inclnding the Tributary States of Perak and Patani,
the Provinces of Singorn, Ligore, Junkeeylon and
Tenasserim shall be regulated on the conditions and
principle specified in the 4th, Sth and G6th Articles of
the present Treaty.”

The ahove might then be altered as follows :

The commercial and other intercourse  between
Prince of Wales Island and its dependencies, and the
whole of the mljﬂ.r.‘i!llt Siamese Slates lt:i“_Li.f;l,‘i;u:'l Si_uggm.
Patani, Merdelong and Salang shall be regulated on
the comditions and principles speecified in the £th, Sth
and Gth articles of the present Treaty,

FNIRTY
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The commercial and other intercourse between us
and Kedah will of course become the subject of a
Separate Treaty with our ally. Patani was overran
by the Siamess sofar back ns 1786, but Perak appears
never to have acknowledged the supremacy of Siam
mntil forced to do it in 1818 and the Beitish Govern-
ment has not yet, 1 believe, admitted to Siam its right
of preference to that State,

Mr. Crawfurd’s 9th, 10th and 11th articles are :

“ His Majesty the King of Siam for himeelf, his
heirs and successors herebhy engages to permit all ships
and vessels under the British flag to trade to the Port
of Bangkok and the kingdom of Siam, on tha terma
and conditions gpecified in the following articles.”

* British ships or vessels when they arrive in the
river Menam shall not be put to the inconvenience of
landing their small arms and cannon, or to be in any
way dismantled, hut before arriving at the city of
Bangkok they shall land their gunpowder alone, which
shall be taken charge of by the officers of the Siamese
Government and returned previons to the departure of
such ship or vessel.”

British Merchants resorting to the Port of Bang-
kok shall be permitted to sell and buy freely in the
open markets and no claim of pre-emption or right of
exclusive sale shall be exercized by any party to their
prejudice,

Our Negotintor at Bangkok shounld cortainly en-
deavour to obtain permission for our ships to visit the
ports of Tung-yai and Chantibon, mentioned by Mr,
Crawhurd, on the Enst Coast of the Gulf of Siam .
Chaiya also on the West coast, T was assured at Pungah
would be s fine port for our tinde. To the last article
I would recommend the addition of the lollowing
¢lause, No British subject shall however be allowed to
#ettle in any part of the King of Biam's Dominiona
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without such person having previonsly obtained per—
mission for such purpose from the Right Honble. tha
Governor General of India.

* Dispateh to Mr. Crawfurd, while at Bangkok in 1822, observed
ey Pvaer, that he had no scruple in saying, that to provide for
Juty 1822.  the exclusion of Foreign Europeans is altogsther super-
# To be copled fluous under the Siamese Government, the oppressive
n;erm character of which affords them no encouragement
Straits Sottle- whatever, and searce the chance of n bare subsistence,
meants,Vol.87- But British Agents from mercantile houses at Singapore
have lately been allowed to settle at Bangkol:, and the
circumstancs related to me by the Pya of Salang of a
person in the dress of an officer having last year visited
Bangkok and =old muskets, proves the necessity of
making some provision respecting the resort of British

Subjects to Siam.

Mr, Crawfurd’s 12th and 13th articles are:

* Every British ship or vessel visiting the Port of
Bangkok for the purposes of trade shall pay a Tonnage
duty (say from 40 to 50) Tieals per Ton, to be levied
on her registerad Tonuvage, and in consideration
of the said impost she shall be exempted from the
payment of all Export and Import Duties whatsoever,
as well as of Anchornge or Harbour Dues or Duty
upon measurement.”

“ Pilotage and the nsnal Fees of Office shall be
paid by British vessels resorting to the Port of Bang-
kok, and the said Pilotage and Fees shall not be raised
heyond their present amount.”

To the Iatter article a remark ia appended by Mr.

* Enclosure B (ryufund, that the fees of office are very moderate,
in Capt. Burney's e k
:“::h :::._ An examination of the Custom House Duties formerly

Blundell €sar. i force ab Mergni and Tenasserim and according
M:;:'::::,“‘ to which rate they are now levied, | was assured, not
jstand dated 2d. only at Pungah but at all the Sinmese States, will

Apritiast  hew such fees of office must be extremely burthensome
# Boe ante, for ¥

_smisextract. 10 traders.  Our Negotiators have succeeded im



® A Schedule of
all dutios and
fees should be
appondod to the
troaty.

Tenasserim,
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persuading other Oriental Nations, as wedded as the
Siamese to old custome, to commute such foes for
some duty easily levied, and similar exertions ought
surely to be used in Siam.*

The 14th and 15t Asticles are

= The Ships and Vessels of His Majesty the King
of Siam shall be permitted to trade in the Ports of
Calcutta, Madras, Bombay and Ceylon on the terms of
the most favored Asiatic Nation.” -

“Ships and vessels of His Mujesty the King of
Siam shall be permitted to trade at the ports of Prince
of Wales Island, Singapore, Merini and Tavoy upon
the snme terms aud conditions in all ha.lapm ships
and vessels under the British flag are admitted to
trade at the Port of Bangkok.”

Mr. Crawfurd is of opimion that the Siamese ars
not: very likely to avail themselves of the stipulation
of the 14th Article, but it may be mentioned that the
King of Siam has several square rigged vessels which
have repeatedly visited the Coast of Coromandel and
ocoasionally Calentta, The Chief of Ligor also has
tradivg ships and Brigs, With the Ports enumerated
in the 15th Articls Malacea may now be joined,

To the above, the following articles may be added,

The Honble. English Fast India Cotn pany”
engnges that all Sinmese subjects found in any part of
the Buoimesa possessione. which mny  be conquered
during the present war shall be allowed a froe pass and
afforded every facility to veturn to their own Country
with their families and offscts, and His Majesty the
King of Siam in consideration of the happy union
which iz wow about to be cemented between himself
and the IHenble, Company ngrees to jssus immediate
arders for every aid in Carringe Cattle and Supplies
anil Provisions being affordsd to the British Troops
swving in the Dominions of Ava, and for the mest
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triendly intercourse being opened between the British
Garrisons and Detachments and all Siamese Forts,
Towns or Posts contignous to them.

His Majusty the King of Siam further engages to
co-operate with the British Government in the present
war against the common enemy of both States, by
attacking *lie Bormese possessions in the  divection of
Toonghoo and the Capital of Ava, and by consenting
that each Division of the Siamese forces which may be
sent for this purpose, slnll be accompanied by a British
Ofticer who ¢hall be the channel of communication
between the Sinmese Commanders and the Commander
in Chief of the British Army in' Ava, under whose
directions the operntions of the Simm. s forces shall
be eniirely conducted.

The first part of the preceding articles will, T have
reason to know, be received with great satisfaction by
the Siamese Government and no co-operation om its
part will, I fear, prove eventually useful to us unless
we can obtain its consent to the concluding stipulation,

I have deemed it my duty to detail the consider-
ations which have cocurred to me on o careful exnmin-
ation of Mr. Crawfurd’s proposed Treaty with the
Sinmese Government although 1 fear that there is very
little chance of any negotistor on our part being able
to persunde that Government to execute such a Treaty,
the very number even of the articles of which will
immedintely excite the fears and jealousy of the Court
of Bangkok. In ull the intercourse which I have lately
had with the Siamese I found no part of the character
which La Loubere eketched of them more correct than,
that * they engage themselves in wriling as little as
“ they ean. 'They will ather receive you into a fort
“ or castle than they will agree with you to surrender

Para.4 of Dis- © them up to you by a Treaty in ample form. nnd

patch to the
Penang Govt,

“sealed by their Barcelon.” Besides, the Supreme

«atod = 1l Mown Govt. Das observed that the negotiation of Treaties

B4,

amd positive engagements with the Siamese Govt,
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* 19 Mow. This . (supposing it willing to enter into them) may be re-
:E::::Lﬁ:_': garded as open to serions objection, lest any future
violation of their conditions should impose upow us the
necessity of resenting snch breach of Contract, and
the Penang Government has added, that it is fully im-
pressed with she belief, that no Treaties or Agréements

Para.saof Dia- wonld bind the Siamess if an opportunity were offerad
patch to the r e = . . : fvant
of deriving immediate though temporary sdvantnee
Suprome Govt g = ! 3 g

dated i8Jany. by their infringement. To Mr. Crawfurd's proposed

e Treaty also the Supreme Government has declared that
* Copied. See

; e et yitt amsolves; lst, iks
Factory s, JW0 general objections present themselves :

Straits Settie- liract tendency to involve the British Governniont in
s Vol. 38, | | extensive and complicated relations with the Sinmpese,
Para, il of Dis-

patoh to the ANl 2Zndly, the apparént hopelessness of persuading
renana Bovt. their arrogant and antrctable Court to execite tormally
“:::r::r;:. an  instrument granting 20 many Coneessions and

Accommmodations in exchange for any thing which
#Sce noteabove. wa have to offer,

The Resident of Singapore however, than whom
there certainly is no British Officer mora Competent
to form n Jndgement, is of opinion that the moment;
is at length arrived when it s within our reach
to persnade the Siamese Government to coneluda snch
& Treaty with us; and there is mo (nestion that
if we do not avail ocurselves of the advantageous
situation in which the Burmese War and our ocoupation
of the former Siamess: possessions on the Const of
Tennsserim have placed ns and of the favorahle disposi-
tion of the present Monarch of Siam as shewn in his
Iate reception of eome British Merchants,
meet with another such an o

we shall never
pportunity of arranging
all our differences with the Siamese, and of improv=-
ing our Commercial relations with thejs Country.
The Honble, the Governor of Penung has stated,
that an Embassy to Siam is indispensable, that it
shonld proceed under direct powers from the
NSupreme Government and that, unless it be deemed
advisable with reference to other general objects
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that the deputation should proceed from the immedi-
ate Seat of the War, it appears to him that the offer
and serviees of the Chief of Puagal should be made
use of, That Chisf has a great interest at stake in
the Soccess of the Dritish Arms. Junkeeylon and
all the neighbouring Continent have long been kept
in n state of constant alarm from the Burmese so ns
to have entively prevented the settling of Inhabit-
unts, and no advantage ling hitherto resulted from
their occupation. The suceesses of the British Arms

Govr. Fullerton's 0N the Const of Tenasserim and the interposition of

Minute in Codnell |
Canncll dated

a DBritish force at Mergui afford him a degree of

Tth® April last. security never before enjoyed. To which considera-

® Copliod and

tions [ may add, that the Chief of Pungah is related

sentirom Factory I the Iloyal family and to the present Pya Klang

Rocords, Straits ar

Scttlements,
Vol. 100,

Foreign Minister with whom onr Agent will have
to negotiate any Treaty; that le is well disposed
towards the King of Kedal, and jealous of the
Chief of Ligor’s growing power; and lastly, that
Iie has engaged in the most frank and cordial man-
ner to introdoce a British Agent to his Soversign
and to make his Son convay such an Officer to him
at Banglkok. The routa from Pungah to Chaiya, if
passed before the end of June would occupy only six
days, and with the Chief of Pungal’s subjects and
150 or 200 Elephants, there weuld not, I am assured,
be the smallest dificulty in conveying as much bag-
gage across the Country as the Agent might desire,
while from Chaiya, where excallent accommodations
can be secured in Boats and Junks of the largest des-
eription, the passage to Bangkok daring the present
South West Monsoon may be made in five or six
idnys. The Agent shounld be nceompanied only by
nn Escort of 30 Seapoys under a European or Native
Commissioned Officer, n Surgeon, and & guiet di-
ligent nautical Surveyor, by whom a Chart of the
West Const of the Gulf of Siam, which is entirely
unknown, could be constructed, and he should be
recommended to regulate his behaviour and com-
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munications accordiing to the practice of the old
Ambassadors and traveilers, That is endeavour to
visit the Sinmese Chiefs and Ministers at their
private Apartments and hours of retirement, and to
interest and amuse them first Dby descriptions of
Buropean manners and Custows; pursuing which
practice I found during wy late Mission was the only
way of seeuring the good will and eonfidence of this
jealous race, and of removing their fears and sus-
picions. The best presents for the King of Siam
and his Ministers as pointed out to me at Pungah,
would be some of the following Articles and certainly
not the lenst advantage in faver of accepting the
Clief of Pungah's offer is that the most expensive
part of o Mission proceeding in sach o manuer would
be the presents, but by these alone unfortunately,
the Siamese Courtiers can be propitiated.
2 Palankeens

A large Chandelier

2 Diamond Rings of some value
2 Rings set with RBubies or Emeralds
10 or 12 Ditto of inferior Value
2 Sets of Gold Necklaces, Bracelets und Bar-rings
of English Jewellery of some walue
10 or 12 Bets of Do. of inferior value.
2 Large English or Turkey Carpets
4 Pieces of Scarlet Broad Cloth.
4 Ditta of Yellow Do,
4 Ditto of Green Do,
6 Pieeez of Donble Colours, of red ou one side and
green or blue or yellow on the other. This descrip-
tion of cloth is in very great vequest at Sinm.

Some English Cut Glass Ware, particularly glass boxes.

30 or 40 Bets of Bawnrs Seissors Penknives and
spectacles

4 Piecez of Gold and Silver Brocade

4 Do. of Tissue
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Some India Kincobs
20 or 30 Pieces of English Muslin
30 or 40 Do. of English Cottons
2 ord Corges of Indinn Do.
4 or & Cases of Fowling Pieces
Some curious Toys and Specimens of Mechanism
Some Warlike Stores—a pair of Brass 6 Pounders, 20
or 30 Blunderbusses—Several hunidred Scands of
Muskets and pairs of Pistols, and 2 aor 300
Canister Flasks of Gunpowder.
A Collection of Scents and Essences,

I am told that the Agent must endeavour to
present to the Wang-na a Duplicate of some of the
Articles which are given to the King, and I found the
Sinmese every where passionately fond of precious
stongs and English Jewellery,  Their taste diffors in
one respect from that of the Natives of Hindostan.
They prefer our Jeweller's Gold (Suasa) to Manufactures
of the purer Metal,

~ Having thus submitted in the foregoing sheet
whatever reflections have occarred to me on the dif-
ferent objects which have been proposed to the British
Goveérnwent, to be pursued in its negotintions with
Siam, I hope I may now, without exhibiting arro-
gance or improper ambition state, that if it please
the Right Honble. the Govr. Genl. in Council to
confide in my diseretion, perfect ne-

addressed to £ A Biundel, (uaintunce with the views and wotives

Esg. Actg. Secy. to the Ponang
GCovi dated 2d, April last. «

& Soe ante, extractsfrom

this Vol (330) .

of Government und some knowledge
of the genius and character of the
Siamese Nation and authorize me to
accept the very cordinl invitation which I have
received from the Pya of Balang and his Son
and  Ministers, to join them at Bangkok, I
shall endeavour by the most strenuous exertions to
prove myself worthy of sach a high distinction.
The Chief of Ligor also has signified to me his
readiness to convey me to Bangkok, but the strong
personnl interest which he feels against the restorn-
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tion of the King of Kedah, as well as the incon-
venient and distant route by which he communicates
with Bangkok, would induce me to decline that
Chief’s offer. From Pungah I shall be able to
gecure not only the friendly co-operation of the
Siamesa Chiefs on the Isthmus of Krah, buot in
addition to my own Malay and Native Christinn
Interpreters the very important services of Luang

= For a character of this
Mative of the Coast of Coro-
mandel and officer under the
Slamess Govi sae Roport of
my Mission to Pungah ad-
dressed to E. A. Blundall, Esq.

Actg. Socy. to tha Penang Govi.

dated 2d Aprll last.

Ram.* Honored then with a Commis-
sion under the Seal of the Right
Honble, the Governor General, and
supplied with an order to procure the

* presents above enamernted, and with

a Dispatch to the address of the

Honble. the Governor of Prinee of Wales Island
noticing such points as may not be comprised
or as may be disapproved of, in this Memoir, and
signifying that the Supreme Government entrusts
te his immediate guidance and direction the Settle-
ment of onr acquisitions on the Coast of Tenasserim,
as well as the conduct of our negotiations at Siam, I
should be ready to depart again for Penang within
ten days, and strive to reach Bangkok before the
Ceremony of the late King's funeral is concluded, or at
least before the dispersion of ull the Sinmese Chiefs
whoare now assembling there. It appears to me that
the British Agent should proceed to Siam, furnished
in the first instanee with instroctions ounly to
ascertain and report from thence what portion of
the objects which have been proposed to the Supreme
Government can be accomplished, and to endeavour
to attain at least, whether by regular Treaty or
otherwise, these three points—restoration of the King
of Kedah, improvement of our Commercial relations,
and some co-operation in the present War.

(Signed) H. BURNEY Captn. 25th Regt.
Poll. Agent to the Siamese States from
the Govt. of P. W, I,
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Bongal Secret FORT WILLIAM 16th September 1825

and Political

Consultations,
Vol 333.

Supplement to the Memoir Submitted to the Sup-
Mo. 13 reme Government on the Srd May 1825 by Captain H.
Burney Political Agent to the Sismess States,

Most of the following facts and ciroumstances were
known to me at the time I drew up my Memoir, but I
forbors mentioning them, through a belief that the
Supreme Government possessed much later information

respecting the Geography and Resources of the Tenas-
serim Uoast.

The old Geographers terminated the Burmese pos-

sessions to the Southwand at Mergui in about Lati: 12,

Dr. Hamilton extends them to a village named Mazi,

in about Lat: 10, and Captain Low to Chanma, which

he places still lower, in Lat : 9.30. Mr. Gibson pointed

out to me that the Intter places Chanma too far to the

Southward and that since the time the former was at

Ava, Mirza has been destroyed, and the Siamese have

come up to Uhanma, which he considered to bain

Lat: 10°.30. The Siamese at Pungah admitted that

the present boundary is at Chanma, which they name

Pak Chan, but as all who had besn thers stated that a

boat could pass from Pak Chan to Mergui in 24 hours,

I think that place cannot be quite so far to the South-

ward as where even Mr. Gibson lays it down and 1 have

therefore placed it in my Geographical Sketch in about

Lat: 10°.50. Enquiry on the spot, however, will of

course be the only mode of ascertaining the precise

situntion of Pak Chan.  All between it and Mergai ia

well known to be n desolate waste,  Mr, Gibson further

stated that the Burmese Province of Tenasserim ex-

* torwhite tended in the rear of Tavoy to Lat: 15.50, which®™
e e e Horsburgh describes the Tenasssrim Archipelago to
Tennasserim, &c. commence at Tavoy Island in Lat: 13°. 16" and to ter-
minate to the Sonthward, at the Seyer Islands in Latz

8. 8. The Coast of Tennsserim, as far as tha
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[ 204 ]

Burmese possessions are concerned, may be said to
include the Provinee of Tavoy. Colonel Franklin (a)
learnt when in Ava “The Coast of Ténasserim is a
separate Uovernment, the seaports of Tavoy and
Mergui have very little territory annexed, and are also
separate Governments."

Tenasserim was in possession of the Siamese ns
far back us 1568 when it was taken by a Burmah
King of Pegn, nnder which it continned wntil about
1603, when it was recovered by Siam. In 1613 it was
again besieged by the Burmese or Peguers, but they
were frustrated in their design by the Portugueze,
who appear then to have been settled here. The
navigntion of the Tinnan or Tenasserim River is said,
by one authority, to bé rendered difficult by rocks and
branches of Trees, with which its channel is full, and

{b) Modern Universal His- the stremm is likewise so rapid that it

tory Ed. 1759, Page 130 Vol Tth
fram Histeire du Royaume
de Siam par Gervaise.

{e] Soo his Oriental Repers
tory Vol. 15t Pago 120

cannot be aseended above 3 or 4 leagues

a day (b). Dalrymple (¢) states in 1750

the river was formerly navigable to

Tennsserim whero the Portugueze had a
Fort, but the communication is only open for boats at
present ; whether the navigation of ‘the river was
spoiled by accident or intentionally is uncertain, [t
is reported there is o communication with Junk Cevlen
from Tennsserim for boats by the rivers within |:1TI|‘I.
The River of Chantibon on the East side of the Gulf
of Binm to which Mr. Crawfurd refers in his Notes
towards a Treaty” although not o Inrge as some
other rivers in the K ingdom of Siam, is said to carry
large vessels with greater ease than any of them g

{dl Universal Modarn His-
tory from MHistolre du Ro-
yaume de Slam par M.
Gervaise,

(e} D'Anvilie conjectured

.. Mergul ko be the anclent
‘Borobe while M. Gosselin In
his Geagraphy of the Grecks

snalized attompts to prove.

with n greater appearance

of probabliity; that the Sou-

notwithstanding s great bank of sand
at the entrance, there is always 14 op
15 foet water. (d) '
Mergui, (2) with respect to its mas
ters, may be presumed to have always
fallowed the fate of Tennsserim which b=
fore it was destroyed, was the principal
port: Until 1687, when they were driven



thern part of Pegu Is Fto-
lemy's Auren Chorsonesus, the
Bay of Martaban his Magnus
Sinus Tenasserrim his Sina
Metropolls and Margui his
port of Catigara, tho utmost
bBoundary of navigation inan-
clont times.

(f) Mew Acoount of the E-
Indles Pages 230 & 4685 wol
Bth Pinkorton's Collection of
Veyages.
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cut and many of them masencred through
the jealousy of the old East India Com-
pany, a gocd number of English Free
Merchants were settled at Mergui, and
drove a considerable trade here. Down
to the middle of the last century there '
were the remains of an old English Fort
at Mergui. ( Daliymple ). An old author,
Captain Hamilton (), relates that in 1683

when the Jesuits persuaded the King of Siam to send
an Embassy to France, the same Ambassador came also
to London and settled a Treaty of Commarce for the
English who should tmade in Siam. One of the first
oljects of the French, when they established an in-
fluence at Siam in 1688, was to occupy Mergui, which
and Bangkok were considered as the two chief places
that open a passage into that Kingdom. A revolution
at Siam led to their also being driven out of Mergni
during the same year, but they did not evacuate the
fortress which they had construited there, until after
they had stood a siege of 17 days with a force of ap-
parently less than 100 Europeans against an army
of 12,000 Sinmese. The well in the Fort becoming
suddenly dry and water failing forced the French
Garrison to retire. I have not been able to ascertain
in what year the French again settled at Mergui, but
a respectable French Work ( Pabbé de I Croix's Geog-
mphie Moderne ) gives the following account of théir
Factory there in 1784 * La Compagnie Frangois v a un
Comptoir, qui la met en état.de faire trafic des rubis,
et de tontes les pierreries de Pogu et @"Ava, nussi bien
que de l'étain, des bois de Charpente, et des eailles de
Tortues.™ At the time the Burmese took possession of
Tennseerim and Mergui in 1765 they appear to have
been well aware of the advantages of the port. The
Bishop of Tabracea writes in that year from Siam
* Les Barmns nprés s8tre vendus maitres de Nergey
allerent’ incontinent'&  Penasserim, reduiserent cette
 ville en cendres, et retournerent fortifier Mergey pour



{a! Edinburgh
Philosophieal
Journal No. |8
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ne plus 'abandonner et en faire le plus fameus port
de leur royanme.”

The French consider the port of Mergui as one of
the best and most secure in all the Indies, lying
Eetween an island of that name aud another
( Bandermacan ) to the west of it : and they describa
the town as situated on the North west point of the
island and very populons. Horsburgh relates that the
distance is about two leagues from the road to the town
of Mergui, and that vessels of moderate size, by taking
pilots can go over the bar into the river and anchor off
the Town in 5 fathoms water. ** Bullocks are not sold
here, but all other necessary refreshments may be ob-
tained by making some presents and entering into a
proper understanding with the Chiefs. Elephants
teeth, wax, wood, oil and other articles are exported

“from hence in ships belonging to Merchants that reside

here, who, in general, are natives of Hindostan.
Water may be had in great plenty from a run in
Madramncan ( or Bandarmacan ) Tsland, also in Plan-
tein Island or in King's Tsland Bay." He further
states, “ King's Island and most of the others nre
inhabited, it is infested by tigers and snakes, and on it
and on the other islnds, there is plenty of large
straight timber fit for masts and several parts of ship
building.” The privcipal productions of the district of
Mergui, according to Dr. Hamilton (g) are ambergreass,
the finest birds' nests, biche de mer, eardamums, black
pepper, and betelnut ; but at Mergni might further
be procured from Pegu and Ava, katch, cotton, rice,
stick-lac, teak wood, hantal ( species of arsenic ) wetals
and minerals : and from Siam, tin and other metals,
sapan and other woods, stick-lac, peltry, rice, sugar,
elephants, elephants teeth, rhinoceros homs, benjamin,
salt-petre, salt and coffee, besides most of the valuable
commodities of China, of Cochin China, and even of
Japan to which skins and feathers were formerly taken
in large quantities from Siam by the Dutch and
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Chinese. Colonel Franklin learnt that the greater part
of the birds' nests found in the Mergui Archipelago
are bought on the spot by the Malays, so that the
King's only is brought to Rangoon and cither con-
sumed by the Royal Family &e. or exported by the
way of Quantong. He also understood that most of
the Salt Fish and Blachong consumed in Ava are
taken from Tavoy and Mergui, while in the time of
Dalrymple, the commodities in chief demand at Mergui
were salt, iron, tobacco and Masulipatam chintzes.
Provisions were extremely plentiful and cheap, a dozen
or 20 fowls might be bought for a tical, fish were very
fine and equally cheap, and rice might be had for 12
pagodas per Fance when its price on the Coromandel
Const was generally above S0 and sometimes even S0
pagodas per (fance. Turpin relates, that quantities of
pearls may be fished in the Isles of Mergui where they
are found of a fine water, perfectly round and the size
of a pea; but that neither the Siamese nor the Bur-
mese have ever disclosed the whole sonrce of this
wealth, fearful that their tyrants might oblige them to
labour gratuitously in this trowblesome fishery ; that
no country in the nniverse produces finer elephants
than are to be found in Sian, the larger being az much
as 12 feet high ; that these animals form the greatest
gources of the King of Siam’s wealth, and that for-
merly, there was ecarcely a year without at least 50
of them being sold at Mergui to the merchants who
came there from the Coast of Coromandel to trade in
them and who brought in exchange the finest linans and
stuffs from Bengal, Surat and Persia. He further
relates, that in the Provinece of Tenasgerim, birds
of Paradise are sometimes found, and nt Mergui

{h) Turpin's history of nightingales which are supposed to have
Siam Inveol. 0th of Pinkerton's £ A
s gsekbl iy been imported from Europe. (h)

My friend Captain Robert Scott of Penang has
kindly communicated to me some letters and accounts
belonging to the estate of that well known Eastern
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trader Mr. James Scott, in which I find, that whilst
Mr, S. was residing at Quedah during the year 1781,
2, 3. and 4 before our oecupation of Penang, he
conducted a considerable trade with both Mergui and
Tavoy. The Portugueze vessels on their return from
China tonehed at Quedah and furnished him with Raw
Silk and coarse China ware, and in addition to such
articles he appears to have sent to Mergni and Tavoy
large guantities of Betel nut, with some Bengal opium,
and Madras piece goods, exchanging them for binds'
nests, tin, cardamume, elephants teeth, rhinoceros
horns, dried buffalo beef (for the Malays) and deer
and rhinoceros Skins, Mr. Scott had a small vessal
in employ between Quedah and the Coast of Tenasserim,
and | ebhserve on one oceasion, in October 1782, when
the vessel was bound to Mergui, her Commander found
five French vessels there and passed on to Tavoy.
The great impediment to commerce at that time
proceeded from the Governors of Tavoy and Mergui
being the principal traders themselves and buying
up the produce of those places for their own vessels,
A Mr. Reeves appears then to have been Shahbunder
at Mergui, to whom and tothe “ Reverend Father
Missionary Padre Jaze Vigarin apostolica” Mr, Seott's
consignments wers made.

Martaban was conquered by a Burmah King of
Peguin 1545. The Sinmese lnid it waste in 1600,
but they never appear to have held long  possession of
that place, for we find that it liad & King of its own in
1604 In 1616 the King of Siam appears to have
offered the Port of Martaban to the Portuguese, yet a
King of Pegu settled his Court thers in 1661, in order
to have his forces near the borders of Siam, Since the
last mentioned date, Martaban seems to have continged
under Pegu or Ava ; and with respect to Ye, as it fs
known to have formed a part of the ancient kingdom
of Pegn, we may presume that it always followed the
fate of Martaban. The proper natives of these two
places, Dr. Hamilton learnt, were Talipn or Mon, most;
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of whom have retired to Siam, and are no doubk
anxious to recover the land of their Fathers.

The ancient kingdom of Pegn is described by old
European authors as having extended to the South-
ward as far only as Lat: 14° and Tavoy, which it
conquered in 1614, was its frontier town for some time,
and afterwards, until the Burmese Empire was estab-
lished, the same place became the frontier town of the
Sinmese in this direction, Hence there is every reason
to believe that at or near Tavoy it will not be difficult
to ascertain the existence of an eligible boundary.
The proper natives of Tavoy are well known to be
of an entirely different race from those of Martaban
and Ye. Jose a native Portugueze formerly Shahbun-
der of Bagsein, whom I knew at Penang as one of the
Burmese Envoys to Cochin China, and who was taken
at Tavoy, informed me when I visited him at Fort Wil-
linm, where he is now a prisoner that the inhabitants
of Martaban and Ye are Peguers, but that those of
Tavoy and Mergui are a mixed race, Arracaness,
Simmese and Burmese, the first being in his opinion
the original stock. This information may perhaps
be considered as supported by the following facts.
Arracan we are told, at one time extended its conquests
far to the Southward and tock possession of Pegu,
although how long it kept possession of that Kingdom
does not nppenr, and Coll.  Symes mentions, that the
Yomas or Yas, o race occupying a district to the west

of Ava, between it and Arracan, speak the langunge of
Tavoy.

It is true that Tavoy seems to have been an
independent  principality in 1757 when Alompra

engaged us by Treaty to give aid to the Burmese

{1} see paga 223 Vel Ist
of Dalrymple's Orlental Repor-
tory fora Copy of the Treaty -
Soo also page 115 of the same
work for the terms on which
the King of Tavoy offercd the
English an establishment in

~dnis Country in 1752,

agninst the King of that place (i).
But Coll. Symes thinks that it owed its
tiansitory independence to the Wars
that raged between the greater powers,
Or  perhaps, we then, following the
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example of the Portuguese, gave the title of King to
the Siamese Governor of the place; for it is well
known that they gave that title to the Governors of
certain places, who hold them by hereditary right, as
Tenasszerim, Porselauck, Pipeh and the like; and that
they conferred on the King of Siam the title of
Emperor according to the notion of the Spaniards who
think that Style due to Kings who have other Kings
for their vassals. It may be here mentioned also,
that the Kings of Siam, ns the authors of the Univer-al
History surmise, always reckon as their tributaries
those States which have at any time been so, Whether
Queda of late years bore that relation to her, is certainly
a point of fact which coght to be proved from history
rather than argument, In 1614 we found that the
Portugmese destroyed the old city of Queda. Abbé
Choisy in 1686 learnt that the King of Quedah was
tributary to the King of Siam, and La Loubire reports
the same a few years after ; yet Captain Hamilton in
720 found the Country independent, as he observes ** it
was many years tributary to Siam, but in the long
Pegn War it threw off the yoke.” At what date
the yoke was replaced, I have not been able to

(x) mamiiton's new se- discover, (k)
count of the East Indies page
432 Vol 8 of Pinkertan’s Col- To return to Tavoy.
lection of Voyages.

Horsburgh

states that that place, in time of war is
much frequented by French privateers when in want
of wood and water, that the distance of the town from
the usual place of anchorage is 8 or 9 leagues and that
thera are in the river many islands and banks, with
varions depths in the channel from $ to 4 fathoms.
When the Burmese toock possession of Siam in 1767
the Governor of Tavoy believing that the Bishop of
Tabraca could be made serviceable to them in engaging
the French to visit Tavoy and Mergui, made the Hiélmp
retwrn. with him to Tavoy and the following is an
account of the journey, “Aprés dix Jours de navigation
on arriva le 16 Juin a 'endroit oh il fallait (uitter les
tateaux. L'Evique resta 1 jusqu'sn 28 du mois. Le
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Chemin de terre fut beancoup plus pénible, car ontre

qu'il n'y a pas un seul village, ce ne sont que des mon-

tagnes escarpées et boisfes, des wallées pleines de

boue, avee une riviere A passer et 4 repasser, soit

¥ sic.Insert “est#n gué soit sur denx bambous, quand elle® trop pro-

fonde. L'Evégne aimoit =ouvent mieux aller a [a

nage sur son cheval que de se hazarder sur les

ponts de roseaux fragiles. Les animanx méme mour-

raient de la fatigue de tant de montées et de descentes,

Le chemin é&toit en bien des endroit bhorddé des

deux cotés de corps morts, et des nudes de mouches

fatignoient les voyageurs lorsqu'ils se reposaient.

Le riz commencoit 4 manguer, lorsqu'on arriva

bien fatigué aux environs de Tavoil le 6 de Juillet.”

There ars however two instances on record of the

Journey between the capital of Siam and Mergui, when

(1) mogern the French occupied it, having been made in 10 days (1)

Universal His- . wi .

tory vol, Tth 3ga 0 on one of these occasions the party consisted of

& 384 £4.1789. prisoners in chaing escorted by n detachment of Siamese

Soldiers, If Riply also, as 1 suspect, is another name

for Puchpuri there must have been ab one time & car-

ringe road from the Gulf of Siam to Mergui, for in a

letter from the Bishop of Tabraca from Siam in 1761,

we find the following passage : “ J'ai envoyé M. Martin

(it Merguy ). Il alla jusqu’a Riply oit 'on o contume da

* sie. tattondoit. (uitter les bateaux, et v attonchait® inutilement les
chavettes pendant trois semnines.”

{m) An otd traval- Tavoy Island (m) thelate Me. Gibson informed me
ler Ralph . the most productive of the Tenasserim  Archipelago
Fitch, at the

closs of tha oty 10 Birds" nests and at Doneel Izland to the Sonthward
Century, statod, : . " :
mml’m“:ﬂu.efe is a valuable ]:em-l bank. ]?r. Hamilton ac-
Tavoy produces (uainted us, that the tin of Tavoy is reckoned very
greatstore of Tin (i, o that the mines are situated in o lnrge hill on the
which serveth all |
ladin. great central ridie of mountains, called Sakana, and
four days jonrney by land South and East from the
City of Tavoy, and that one branch of the Tinnan or
Tennsserim river springs from the vicinity of these
mines. If the plan of the boundary line to the north
of Mergui as suggested in the foregoing Memoir, be
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adopted, we may perhaps find it practicable to make
that line include these mines as well as a portion of the
neighbouring Forest of Sapan Wood. Dalrymple
states that in Tavoy there isa gold mine also which
was reported in his time to be valuable. Colunel
Franklin (n) learnt that the price of tin at Tavoy wag
from 40 to 50 Ticals per 100 Vies, but that the metal
sold at Rangoon from 100 to 120 Ticals per 100 Viss
or 21 Rupees 14 as. 11 p. for Bengal Maund, He also
states that the King of Ava provides for his children,
supports his household and his Ministers &c. not by
Tunkmahs on the Revenue, but by direct grants of
Territory, privileges of markets, or of levying imposts
&o.; that his Majesty’s direct revenuesarise from the
tribute of the Chobwas, by the produce of the Crown
lands, mines, exports and imports; and his unsettled
revenues nrise from confiscation, escheats, fines, dona-
tions &c. &e. most of the revenues are collected in
Kind, stored in mngazines and converted into cash
according to circumstances. The tribute of the
Chobwas and duties on some particular articles, ag
cotton, are paid in bullion. He further states, that
the Collector of the land revenue at Rangoon, remitted
to his Majesty annually for the whole Provinece of
Henzawaddy about 50,000 Ticals, and the Collector of

{ o } Pure Silver or Baw has
four per centalloy & is 2 per
cont below Sicca Standard &
100 Tickals of it welghing 142
Sa. Rs, waore colned Into Sa.
Rs. 134.3.6 Flowered Sllver
or Rouconce has 10 P, Ct. & s
8 Pr. Ct. balow Slcca Standard
& 100 Ticals of It|wg. 142 Sa,
e wera colned into Sa. Rs,
126.0.4. 25 per Ct Sliver on
mha. Chal na Keat Hhal, has
40 por Ct-alloy & is 38 pr. Ct
below Sicca Standard, & 100
Ticals of itweighing 142 5t. Ra.
wore colned Into S5a. R DI,
Franklin. [(p) Mr 6's manu-
seripts. (g) Gross welight is
ordinarily reckonod 365 Ib.
per |00 viss. Frankiin,

Sea Customs 1,50,000 Tieals and that
Tavoy yielded nn annual Revenue of
30,000 Ticals Flowered Silver or Sa.
Rs, 37 206(0), and Mergui about 40,000
Ticals, or Sa. Rs. 49.608. Mr. James
Seott(p) is advised by the Commander of
one of his vessels from Tavoy in January
1783, that 40 or 50,000 Viss or about
1200(q) peculs of tin could be had there
annunlly, and that Betel nut was in very
great demand and produced from 35 to
40 ticals per 100 Viss,
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It may be suggested that Mergui is scarcely to be
called an Island separated as it is from the main land
by a river only, and that King's Island therefore
would perhaps be n more eligible site for any Factory
which we may desire to settle in this quarter. But
there is one great objection to the latter Island. We
should have to incur a very heavy expense before it
could be cleared and pepulated to the same extent as
Mergui already is.

The important object of our retaining Mergui will
of course he to revive the ancient commerce which was
conducted with Siam thiough this channel, first by the
Portugueze and afterwards by the French. Opening
this passage, and restoring this old and almost forgotten
road into the rich kingdom of Sinm, will be an enter-
prize of that notare of which it has been well observed,
its very reputativn is capable of producing advantages,
of which no conception could have been formed before

() moaern the event which produced them (r). There is nothing

wniversat History tlint will be so popular in England, or so likely to

Ed: 1750 from 4

which work many Prove o compensation to its for all the trouble and ex-

of the Historical penee of the precent war, a8 the cstablishment of a

‘:::::;;:::::mufummeﬁ:iu] Post in the vicinity of the Burman snd

maifiantes alt the Sinmess Dominions. The Commercial and Manufactur-
French passages | 2 i i . .

im this Supple- Ny Lommunity at home will hail such a mensure with

mentaro eited. (L. reatest satisfaction.  Penang and Singapore may

bie cited ns instances of the facility, security and

extraordinary stimulus and improvement which the

establishment of such Emporin afford to our trade. A

Port of our own will be free from all those arbitrary

exactions, fees of office, privileges of pre-emption and

other petty obstructions by which the Siamese and

Burmess render all trade with them difficult and

precarious. It will, as has been done at Penang and

Singapore, concentrate aml enconrage the trade of the

natives and afford o secura depot anil mart” through

which the manufctures of Eogland and British Tndia

may be dispensed among the surrounding nations

whose means for making returns to us ore known
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®mie. . to equal the state® :which they posssss for our come
modities.  With respect to Siam it has long been
said, that it is not the poverty of the soil which
relaxes commercial industry there—many ohetacles
are opposed to the strangers mnking o fortune,
the frequent revolutions of this kingdom overturn es-
tablishments begon with the greatest success, The
Government not suffiviently nequainted with its own
interests, futter the merchants by fixing at their will
the prices of merchandize, The King, the master of
trade, is the only one who buys from the stranger, ag
he is the only one who sells him the productions of
the Conntry. This insolent despat imposes arhitrary
tnxes which shut the entrance of his ports to the
Vessels of India and Europe. Butn tritling militin
would be sufficient to extricate foreign merchants from
dependence on the Monarch, 1t wonld be ensy to
erect o fort, which would soan beconse tormidable by its
numerous defenders, who wonld there tale refuge from
the voracity of their oppressors.  The inhabitants
wonld place their families and most precious offscts in
it. Neighbouring kings would seele the allianee of
such a Colony, which would become useful to them. hy

exchanging their superfluitios for articles of luxury

(8) Turpins and comfort. (=)
History of Slam.

Captain Cox's observations also with respect to the
Burmese iz equally true of the Siamese. * Tt is a farce
to talk of treaties with this people in the present state
of their information, for theip ignorance of their real
interests is anly to be equalled by their pride and jre-
sumption ; and unless I can open their eves to theip
own interests in the frat instance and impress tlhem
with a respectful awe of the English power in the
second, my remaining here ( Capital of Ava) will only
expose the British character to degrndation and subject
(t) m Bexemy Employers to fmnecessary expence.” (t) ' The only

mods of ensuring {he attention of the Conrt of
Siam to such points will he by presents, You are

=
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never welcome to any creature belonging to it with-
out a present, and even the poor missionaries
have found the necessity of complying with this
established  etiquette.  Ope of them writes to
Euarope from Siam. 1770: 11 faut ensuite, pour noa
sueces, les moyens de faire quelgune présens au
nouveau Roi et aux Mandarins, Telle est In necessité
de ces moyens gn'un g rand du pays futil* de vos in-
times amis, ne feroit pas Ia moindre démarche pour
nous obliger, si auparavant il avoit requ quelqus
eadean, Cette contime o méme passé en proverbe
chez eux.” What has. very lately been said of the
Cocliin Chinese may also with little variation be ap-
plied to the Siamese. No abrupt change is to ba
looked for in the commervial habits of any nation.
The slow and certain operation of neighbonring good
exnnple together with the immense advantnge of o
frte communication with an adjaicent Englizsh set=
tlemant are perhaps the only possible methods of im=
proving the bigoted habits anl uneonrteous manners
of the Sinmese, and of giving n stimulus to their trade,
far excesding what enn he' looked for from any com-
mercial treaties however favoralle.

(Signed) H. HURHEY—E!&ptnip Paolli Agent
to the Siamese States,

Penang 8th July 1524,
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Home Sories. To
::n.“:::.m JOHN ANDERSON Esquire
Acting Secretary to Government,
Sir,

L have the honor to encloze for the information of
the Honorable the Governor in Council, a letter*
from the Commander of the Honorable Company’s

3 =mot coplea Schooner Zephyr, transmitting one ®* from the Com-
mander of the Hired Schooner Commerce, reporting
the departure of 100 Siamese Pralius from Kedah bound
to the Northward

I have &en.

(Signed) A. D, MAINGY
Supt. of Point Wellesloy

Toint Wellesley
16th July 1825,
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FORT WILLIAM 16th September 1825,

"TRANSLATION of a letter from the principal

Minister of the King ot Siam addressed to the Officer
Commanding ot Mergni.

Uika Moha Sens Buddee Maha Nagarm Meeoo
Leenee uktur, ralius (#ie.) addressed the following letter
to the Commanding Officer Commanding at Mergni for
the intormation of himsslf and the varions subordinate
authorities pluced under him in that Provines by the
Huglish Government.

It iz not unkoown to that distingmished officer
that the Six Individuals whom he depnted with letters
to the Conrt of Sinm were interespted in their route
and conducted back to Mergdi Munmuldar of Chown-
pown ( sic ), who on being honored with an interview
with the said officer solemnly promised that no future
aggres=ion should be eommitted to interrupt the friend-
ship that has hitherto  subsisted betwesn the two
nations, and that on the Munmuldass vetwen to his
district he violated the promise which he had thus
made with the Commanding officer, who, to punish
this misconduct, sent a force into his country, where
an engagement ensuing, Six of the Munmuldar’s boats
together with 145 prisoners were captured and sent to
Mergui, and that althougl it was evident that the
Munmildar acted in thiz matter trom his own authority
alone, He the Commanding Officer assored himself of
the fact by enquiry of the eaptives whom, after hearing
their statement, he ordered to be confined,

The Minister of the Siamese Court is nevertheless
hopeful that in consideration of the amity and friend-
ship which has hitherto subsisted between the two
Nations the Commanding Officer at Mergui will rolense
the Captives so detained and  that nlthe’ it be confessed
that the nggression originnté] in the Ummildar by his



[ 218 ]

Saizure of the Subjects of the Mepzai Provinee, yeb
for the sake of perpetuating and confirming the pre-
sent relations of amity, it i= hoped that the wishes of
the Minister will mest his consideration.

It was with infinite satisfaction that the Court of
Siam heard the intelligence of the Capture by the
English of the Provinees of Margni, Tennnserim and
Tavoy with which Provinces it is now hoped the door
of communication will alway= in future be kept open.

To find the Country of a people against whom the
the Siamese nation entertains an antient and in-
vetarate hatred to be subjected to the authority of the
English was of course source of exultation.

In eonseqence of a reqnisition made from
+ TSeckeerpoor. Sechierpoor® for the aid of His Majesty’s troops
Inrge army was organized and prapared by Muha Para
for thut purpose and althe' we awaited further in-
structions of the English Government regarding them
no further communication wns received,

At thiz. juncture from the recent decenss of His
Majesty and the consequent ferment it has  excited
among the Ummaldars of these dominions, as also
from the setting in of the Monsoon our troops  have
been prevented forming a junction with the English,
but'on the termination of the monsoon a numerous
army will be ready for co-operation and will act von-
formably to the orders they may receive from the
British authority, and to which no opposition will be
offered in marching to whatever quarter they may be
directed to proceed in aid of the complite subjngation
of the Burmese dominions,

The Chowlkies thronghout the Siamese dominions
have been enjoined to offer no interruption to the

egress of all subjects of the British Government and

whenever it may suit the views of the English to
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request the aid of the troops of these dominions they
will be pleased to dispateh an emissary for that pur—
pose and as the most peremptory orders have been
issued (to the subordinate authorities ) throughont
our dowinions to give intimation the moment they
hear of the approach of such emissary, no delay will
arige in the wishes of the Brigadier General being
mide konown to our Court.

In former times when Martaban, Tavoy, Merzui
and Tennasserim were dependencies of thess domini-
ons uninterrupted intercourse was enjoyed by the
iyots of the respective Countries who were connected
by the ties of kindred aud friendship. But this co-
mmunication has been long since prevented by the
hostility and enmity of the Burmese, an impediment
thet will no longer exist now that these pmnnren
are subjected to the British authorities.

In regard to the Ummildar (we hope it will be
considered) that the impropriety of his conduct in
ill treating the ryots of the British Government,
eutirely originated with himself, and indesd the
Siumese Court wera totally ignorant of the Circums-
tance,

His own attempts at justification when awak-
ened to n sense of his misconduct were submitted
to His Majesty s Ministers as follows.

That with a view of reconnoitering he proceeded
with lis men towards the Conntries bordering on the
provinees of Mergui, Tavoy and Tennasserim, that he
had not proceeded far when he fell in with certain
individuals belonging to the English provinees, who
were desirous that he himself and his Men should
return with them to their Commanding Officer, that in
consequence he accompanied them to the Head
Quarters of their Commanding Officer who received
him with Civility and attention, that after receiving
his dismissal he proceeded on his way to his own dis-
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trict where he encountered severnl ryots who had fiel
the provinces of the English-from terror of their Arm-
and that as many of them had friends and relations in
Siam they willingly joined him, the rest he acknow-
ledges were vather compelled than persontded to follow
him ; that before he renched home he found limsell
pursued by 40 armed boats detached by the English at
whoze approach the people of his district were greatly
alarmed, that he himself considering the amicable re-
Intions thnt subsisted between the two Nations was it
a loss to conjecture the reason of their then approach-
ing him. 'This uncertainty however soon ceased to
perplex his mind for on nearer approach of the boats
they cormmenced a heavy five of musguetey and soon
succeetded in making ' eaptives of 145 men of his
Majesty’s subjects. With those that remained he now
sought refuge in an adjacent island, but the English
still continuing their pursuit and attack he was obliged
for his own delence and the preservation of his men to.
veturn their five ; that not being able to oppose  auy
efficient resistance, he retived tu his own distriet, when
he repaired to His Majesty’s Court acvompanied by
those whom he'stated to have willingly joined his teain.

On receiving this statement of the Mammuldar
his Majesty’s Ministers' made every enguiry, of those
whom he alleged to be his voluntary followers as to
ite truth or falsehood.  The reply which they recoived
to their interrogutories was that man ¥ wera willing
followers of the Unmildar and othess were brought by

Y L) -
compiilzion,

At this period oue of their vessels which have
been long accustomed to earry on trade has arrived
from Seehngson at this port, commanded by Captain
Ewanjon who bas brought o letter stating the wishes
of the English that he should be {urnished for their
< service with Horses, Elephnnts, Bullocks and Buffa-
loes to be sent to Rangoon and that grain would
hereafter be required for the sanie purpose,



® in the original
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The news of the intended ec-operation of our
forces seemed to have given the English at Sehapoor
great delight.

To prevent future interruption of the amity and
friendship which now happily subsists between us we
have thought proper to punish the high misde-
meanour of our Ummildar originating in folly and
cffciousness by imprisonment and removal from
the Governnent of his distriet, and have strietly
enjoined the person whom we have appointed his
succeszor to permit all ryots belonging to the Pro-
vinees of Mergui, Tevaszerim and’ Tavoy who may
appear to be in the Town of Chawnpoun to depart
at their own free will and pleasure and we have.
eviry confidence that this example, strengthened by
the cousidertion of that friendship which subsists
between the two nations will be followed by that
distinguished cfficer who will be pleased to dismiss
all such persons us ke iway have detained captives,
a measure which will ensure the stability and per-
manency of our respective awmicable relations.

In opder to remove all doubt and uncertainty
of the dismissal or detention of such ryots of the
English Provinees as may yet remain in these
domivions pud whom the English may be desirous of
reclniming it wonld be advisable that some one be
depnted to receive thew and from whom a [note®)
of their delivery may be tuken by the Officer of our
Government.  Awnd for the past offences of the Um-

copyist's errore nunldar we trust a pitrdon will be conceded.

( A true Travslation from the Persian )
(Sigued) G. NORMAN,
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Mengal Sccret - FORT WILLIAM 7th October 1825,
and Politica)
et T T el g H T e e
Vol 333,
Ordered that the fallowing translations of two
Mo. 35.

Siamese letters to the address of Colanel Smith, en-
clozed in Sir A, Campbell’s private dispatches dated
Gth August recorded on the proceedings of Government
in this Department on the 26th of the same month
No. 19 to 23 be here reconded,

Translation of a Siamese letter to Colonel Smith.,
Translation of o letter from the Sinmese General to
thie address of Colouel Smith,

Jo Prah, General of the Golden Country of See
Ayoktharnh Durrawuddy Maha Eah tha Eah Eah Maha
Fah-Raja Ega Maha Senah dee Pudee Zeree Zoah
Runnaroon (sic) acuaints Colonel Smith, Commander
of the English Army at Martaban, that his letter hag
reached him by the hands of Mon Eal, ( Town Clerk )
Cheragee ( Secretars ) and Jacatoon { Jemadar ) with
which he is quire satisfied, while deli ‘rating on the
friendship that should subsist with the English, a
messenger with a letter arrived from Eagn Maha Sinah
de Pudee Prime Minister of the Golden Country of Ses
Ayoktharah Durrawuddy requesting | should repair to
his presence immediately. [ am now arrived. T daily
think of you and by the fayor of God and enr K ing
we are determined to join the English to fight and
destroy the Burmese,

Jora Muthagee was eyer willing to come into gue
dominions. He, his family with Men and Women,
were apprehended hy ¢ heqan and Nacan and sent into
our Country of which circimstance 1 had not tha
elightest knowledge till your letter wag received ; the
above two persons are now arrived. T have made the
Minister ncquainted with these circumstances and
torwarded your letter to him. When your letter wag
read to the Minister, he approved highly of its come
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tents, and felt very happy, and said you are truly our
friend and the friendship between the two kingdoms
should be eultivated.

The Minister having sent for Mou Eah Cheragen
and Jacatoon they arrived at Ses Ayoktharah
Durrawnddy in the year 1187 (1223) in the Month of
Knchoom (May) on the 18 of the Moon and having
replied to some desultory questions put to them by
the Minister, presents of Cloth and Ungurkah wers
made to them and orders given that they be hospitably
entartained,

Jora Muthagee having begged for permission to
return to his Ceuntry at the time T received your
letter and was delibevating on its contents, the
Minister promulgated an order that the people
brought away from Martaban had lis full consent
to return to their Country with their family or re-
main in his. A number of people that had settled
in our Country long while nzo, wera anxious to meat
their relations in Martaban and many that had
settled at Martaban were ns anxious to meet, their
relations in our Country but as the Burmese and we
were at war they wera apprebensive of taking any
steps to gratify their longings.

When our Foree wns Stockaded at Atharan L
sent a letter to you and the Rangoon General ( Sie
Archibald Campbell } Congratulating you on the
successes you have met with over the Burmese and
our willinguess to assist you. We are very happy
of these results ns through them a free intercourse
between the inhabitants of our UCountry and yours
will subsist, and our friendship thereby become
strongly cemented. A number of people from their
inclination have settled in our Country, while in
some instances the Petty Chiefs and General by im-
position and force brought others over, with the
expectation of being promoted by the Minister
to.a higher post or remunerated. Under such
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circumstances, an order lias been promulgated that
those pevple wishing to remain way do so or return
to their own Country as they please and such as
have been inclined to return [ liave placed under
charge of Mou Fah to see them safe to their destina-
tion, amounting in all Men and Women to 72 souls,
and with Cherngee Mou Menh Chan, who with his
family have lived here a long time, 26 more, making
a total including old men, women, -children
and men 105 sonls. I also seml by this opportunity
a letter from the Minister which contains all he
would wish to convey to you. You must not make
yourself uneasy on any points. We are here nnd
rendy to assist you.

Muartaban is wow in  the possession of the
English. See Ayoktharah Durmwoddy and that
place must Lecome one, n free iutercourse must
sibaist between the two Countries, nnd commerce
allowed to be earried on in botl, without limit or
reserve. LEver sinee my return from the Stockade
of Atharmn my thouglts (day and night) have
always been about you. 1 have been thinking to
join your arny but we ennnot avail ourselves of this
wish till the month of September or Uctober; 1 will
make every endenvour parsonully necompanied by
wmy aroy to join you and fght snd destroy the
Burmese at the time above specified. Our wishes
accord with yours, and we will fight to conquer.
After this the English and the Siwmese will remuain
sincere friends and the Countries united by the
bond of friendship. Formerly Sea Ayoktharak
Durrawuddy was on terms of nuiity with the Eng-
lish but now that amity is become more strougly
cemented and onr intercourse therefors with each
other must be more general aud unrestricted

( A true Translation )

(Sigued) A. ROWLAND,



No. 36.

[ 225 ]

Translation of a Siamesa letter to Colonel Smith.

Translation of a letter froo the Prime Minister
of Siam to the nddress of Colonel Smith.

FEGA MAHA Sina de pudee Amachee (sic) (prime
Minister ) of the Golden Country of See Ayoktharal
Durrawuddy sends this letter to Colonel Bmith Com-
mander of the English Army at Martaban. In the
year 1186 (1824) in the month of Natho (December)
Ly the fuvor of our fortunate King whose virtues
are unequalled and who has rigorously kept the 10
Commandinents and at whose Golden feet I am
always prostrate to attend to his commands, have
ordered Jo Prall Mala Yeotla eay Mah eay Rajah
Ewah Mala Sina de pudee-Searee Zaal Roonnaroon
with his army to join and assist the English to fight
and totally annihilate the Burmese. On his way he
encamped at Cininboorey and fook great precaution
to guard every point accessible by the enemy. He
forwarded a letter to me from thence conveying the
lappy intelligence of the English having taken
possession of Martaban und other Countries of the

 Burmese. The Burmese hase all along been our

enemy and I have derivad great satisfaction from
this tidings. From such a happy result Martaban
and Ses Ayokthara i Durrawuddy muost now be con-
sidered as one, we must be friendly with one another
aud  fres intsreourse should subsist betwesn both
its inhabitants. 1 was glad to hear also after Jo
Prali had arrived ot Atharan, he sent intelligence
of it to Colonel Smith and communicated our
willingness to assist him in joiniog to destroy the
Burmese and that our proceslings ware approved
of by the Rangoon General (Sir Archibald
Campbell ). Whilst we were greating on the happy
tidgings of your snccesses over the Burmese our mirth
wis changed into deep sorrow. We have had



the misfortune to receive the iutelligence of the
death of our beloved King who, tired with the cares
and troubles of this world, has left it to join the
Angels of Heaven. It becomes the duaty of all his
Ministers. Chiefs, OFeers of rnk, vassals &ea.
to pay the last ohsequies to his remains, and the
year 1187 (1823) and the month of Kachoon (May)
has been fixed on for the funeral, at which time it
is expected we will have all assembled in the Golden
Country and, nfter tuking the oath of allegiance to
the newly installed Kiug, the fuaneral rites will be
performed. Owing to these preparations I was
induced to order Jo Prah back immediately t> Durra-
wuddy. Just as my letter reached him he was on
the eve of returning with his ariny as hie was suffer-
ing severely from indisposition. Jo Prali is arrived
at Durrawnddy,

I have investigated the ease of Jora Muthages
and the men and women appreliended by the Petty
General and Cheque, Sowme of these people have
their relutions in our Country, but perhaps the Petty
General and Chéque broaght them over with the
expectation of being promoted tr a higher post, or
remunerated by the King. Martaban formerly
belonged to the Barness and was at war witl the
Sinmese. A number of peopla of the former place
Laving relations in ounr Country were avlions to
come over to them, but were fairfal of taking the
stop nppreliending datection, but now Martaban and
Durrawndily must ba considered one, the road is
clear, und nothing ean impade n free intercourse
with each other us the English and ourselves are on
the most friendly terms. [ have - therafore issyed
orders that those who are willing to remain in my
Country have my permission to do so, or retire from
it, as they please. Jora Mouthagee and others who
were brought over have received every attention from
me with respect to their eatables and clothing.
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Jo Prah our General having learnt by the way
of Penang that the army at Rangoon was suffering
much from illness acquainted me with the cireum-
stance. [ received the intelligence with a great deal
of grief and concern, yet 1 did not place much credit
on the report owing to the distance from which the
report reached him. 1 sent an order howaver to
Genera! Jo Pral to learn whether the rveport was
correct or not. Beenneah Yeathana Say Beenneah
Suttes Sehung Beenah Seehah Rajah Thameeng like
Nayean were deputed to accompany Jori Mutheegea
with a letter to obtain the truth of the story

Our Genernl Jo Prah sent me information that
Mon yea had arrived with 30 followers at Manwa with
a letter from Colonel Smith. Hearing of this intelli-
gence 1 felt extremaly happy and which letter 1 have
since received. Having maturely deliberated on the
contents of the letter 1 issued a promulgation that
Jorah Muthagee with the men and women that wert
apprehended and hrought over had my permission to
return or remain in my eountry as it snitad their own
inclinations best, and such as have been inclined to
return 1 hiave placed under chargs of Mon eah to sea
them safe to their destination, smounting in all, men
and women, to 79 souls, and with Cheeragee Mou-
meah Chan who with his family have lived hersa
long time 26 more, making a total including old men,
women children and men 105 souls, Al this | have
done because the English amd owrselves arve friends
and we will join you and destroy the Burmese race
entirely. A number of people that have settled here for
a long time from Moon Tavoy and Tenasserim. to these
also have 1 had my owders communicated, and I have
left it to their option either to remain in our Country
or return to theirs. Being on such friendly terms
with yom, | send this letter. So soon as the rainy
geason is over our GeneralJo Prah will immediately join
you to fight and disperse the Burmese as he is already
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in possession of my commands to do so. Wlhen the
Burmese are conjjuerad tranquillity’ and peace wil
reign on all sides and our friendship will increase day
by dayv. 1 send two letters, one written in the
Siamese, the other in the Burmese language. The
contents of both are the same.

( A true Translation )

(Sigued) A, ROWLAND,
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FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1326.

Extracts from the Journal of an Excursion up the
Sanloon River by Lieut, James Low, August 1825.

There is reason to believe that plates of gold or
of silver have been placed below the foundations of
most of the Antient Pagodns, commemorating the
period at which they were built, for T find in a Siam=
ese History of Ligore, which was once an indefinite
principality, that this practice was adhered to on the
occasion of the fonnding of the first Buddhist temple
there,

- - L] - - -

We returned about Niue oclock to Ka tha. The
Siamese occupied it seems a stockade just opposite to
this village about two months previous to the period
of my visit. They had however destroyed it on their
departure, a few logs only remaining.  The people did
not complain of having been harshly treated by the
Detnchment which counsisted of three hundreed men.
It was evidently the policy of the Siamese to conciliate
the people from whom they should have to obtain
supplies in the event of their gaining possession of
the provines which they have all along hoped might
be evacunted for their advantage expressly by the
British.

L L] - L3 - L ]

We clearad the Ka loony soon lsland where the
river acquires neavly its former breadth (is South of
its Sonth point ) Kammameon a very rooky Island lies
close shove this placs, wa kepl on its north side where
is tha widest chomnel, -~ ®* . ®  * We soon passad
the next Islamd which i gomll awd nob 86 rotky as

thint we hntl just Jeft. A lnrge stodkade hete came in
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view...This Stockaded Post is called the Kavet or
Kiet, a name applied also to the Island lying offit. It
stands on the angle formed by the junction  of
¥oon:alen Khyaung and the main river, hera termed
{oolos by the Kareans and Sale-en by the Mons.

The post has been well chosen being defended on
two sides by these rivers and on the others by jungle
and a deep foss. It is an oblong of one hundred
and Ninety Yards by eighty seven composed of
upright beams ten feet high, with a bamboo stage
inside for the defenders to fire from. The Sinmese
stormed this port on the breaking out of the Iate war
with Ava. The garrison consisted of about three
hondred Mong in the employment of the Martaban
Borman Governor. It was stated to me that the
Siamese swam across the river to invest it and they
succeeded in capturing its defenders. 1 da not wonder
at this last circamstance il the latter were not
provided with better means of holding out than what
they seemed to have had, for along the whole woiks
inside were placed in regular order ot intervals of ten
and twelve paces baskets full of large stones or
pebbles, evidently intendad to be thrown at assailants.

The Siamese burned the gateway on their evacuating
the Post, 2 e " w :

( Signed ) JAMES LOW
Martaban
Angust 1825,
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FORT WILLIAM 16th Septeniber 1825,

Secret and Confidential

Political Department.

To G. Swinton, Esqr,

Secy, to Govt, Fort Willinm.
Sir,

The Honblé, the Governor having determined
upon taking up a vessel for the purpose of conveying
early information to the Right Honble. the Governor
General in Council of the present satisfuctory state of
affuirs at the Settlement, | do my=elf the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your several dispatches
enumératid in the margin. 1 regrét that in conse-
quence of thess dispatehes having been

June giving cover to Trans-
lations in the Portuguoass Lan-
guage of my Credontials, &c.

Latter of Oth June en-
closing Coples of dispatchas
from the Mest. at Singaporo
of 20th & 30th April & from
Brigr. Gonl Sir A. Campbell of
ioth May.

Letter of 7Tth Jumo en-
closing Copy of a dispatch
rom Penang Govi. of ldth May.

enitlosed in the Post office Mails for this
Istand, I did not receiva them until my
arrival. here, or have an opportunity of
replying to them whilst I was in ths
vicinity of Fort William.

With' reference to Brigr. Genl. Sir A,
Campbell's dispateh, 1 am happy to re-

port to you, that 1 lave received intelligence vin
Pungah, and the intelligence has been: just confirmed
by the Governor of Ligore, that the Pya of Chimpohun
(Sanpan) by whom the depredations reported hy Major
Frith were committed, has been disgraced by the King
of Sinm, who is said to have entively disapproved of
that Pya’s conduct.

On the subject of the dispatch from the Penang
Government it affords me mnch satisfaction to have it
in my power to lay before the Right Honble. the
tiovernor General in Council the enclosed copy of o
letter which 1 haye just addressed to the Honble. the
Governor of this Island. From a personal acquaintance
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with the Chief of Ligore, and from having visited
most parts of the Queda Territory, [ was led to believe
and report to this Government that His Highiess was
too well aware of our superior means and resotroes
ever to meditate an attack on this [sland, that his
prepamtions were much exaggerated as to their pxtent,
that they were directed against Salangore, that the
best and most easy mode of preventing him from
subduing that Malny State was by this Government at
once prohibiting him and that if His Majesty could be
induced to give me a meeting, I indulged every hope
of being able to remove the distrust and suspicion with
which he has been filled against us by certain interested
Malays, who were actively employed in  exciting
similar unfriendly feelings on our part againgt His
Highness. Tet me then do myzelf the common justics
ko beg you will solicit His Lordship in Council to coni-
pwe  the enclosed report with those which [ had
previously the honor to submit to this Govermment on
the 28th of January and 2d of April,

It is' my deésire and inclination as much as my .
duty. to speak with every sentiment of respect and
veneration of the Hounble, the Gavernor of this Island,
from whom [ have had the happiness of receiving
much personnl kindness npnd consideration.  But
during my absence at Caloutta the old report, which
was tried in 1822, of the Chief of Ligore proposing
to attack this Island, was again brought here. The
Honble. the Governor had not witnessed tle %=
travopance to which the false report of 1R92 hail
led many Gentlemen, nor had he resiced o sufficient
time in this quarter of India to feel himself justified
in acting entirely upon his own knowledge  and
Judgment of the diffsrent ¢hamoters of our inhabitants,
Unfortunately also, local feolings and i essions
B0 pommon in o smndl Settlomont Ted 1o my reports
being put aside and diseredited, and to new mibrmn-
tion' being reveived: from” Malay Spies ond inforasers,
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The Malays are as quick in discovering, and as in_
genions in inventing, as the natives of Hindooatan,

whatever their European masters would like to hear.

Previons to iy reports some opinions, most unfavorabla

towands the character snd designs of the Chief of
Ligore, had besn given and published, and lhence

every tale that was now brought confirmatory of those

opinions amd in refutation of mine, was implicitly

received and reported to the Honble, the (Governor

without the comnion precaution being taken of enguir-

ing, how such a poor and vagabond set of informsrs

coulil have learnt the secrst views and Santiments of
this Gavernor of Ligors,  The only part of my reports to

which nny attention was paid was that wharein [ reconti-

memded the Chief of Ligore baing at once prohibitad

apgainst proceeding to Salangore ; and this measuca, con-

ducted as it was by wmy friead Mr, Maingy under the

immediate direction of the Honble. the Governor, wad

attended with all the success that | had anticipated.

On my arrival here on the Sth of July 1 found sc
strong an excitation against the Chisf of Ligors that 1
was obliged to ressrve my opinions to myself, and to
solicit only that [ might be allowed to inform His
Highness of my roturn. A principal officer, however,
told me, that my visiting Qu=dah was (uite ussless, and
vautioned me further to take care that His Highness
did not poison me. The enslosal vepart details the
result of my visit, and I salicit only to add to it one or
two points for the particular information of the
Supreme Government.

The force and number of His. Highness’s Boats
bave been much magnified, and every thing else
that I saw or heard at Quaedah proved to me, that
our Malay spies and informers had grossly exag-
gerated and misrepresented. As one proof of the
contemptible condition of His Highness's Squadron
I will only mention, that when Lis state Boat came
along side of the vessel oun bourd 6F which I had
proceeded to Qaedah Roads, T founl fve of the
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Crew whicli may be prasumed to hiave consisted of
select men, lying at the battom of the Boat in a
deplorabla State of Sea Sicknass while it wais full
20 Minutes before any one of tha rest could aseend
the side of my vessel. It was also maintained here,
that the forca whicl the Chist of Ligore had collect-
el was far too powerful to b2 intended merely
against Salungore, but it was forgotten that the
Rajuh of Salangore had two years ago suceseded in
destroying 49 of His Highness's boats at one blow,
and had invited to his assislancs a sat of very bold
and desperate pirates from the Southward, and it is
worthy of remnrk that one own Agent, when now
deputed to that quarter and in the charactsr even of
a friend, finds it necessary to procesd with two
srmil vessels, some gun boats and an escort of 25
Sepoys,

I huve considerad it my duty to bring the above
particulurs under the notice of the Right Honble.
the Governor General in Coungil in this mAnner,
with no view to injure or deprecists the character of
any public officer. but in order to submit to His
Lordship in Couneil, the ns-essi ty of repeating the
injunctions which were conveved in the dizpateh to
this Goverminent under date the 19th of Novembar
directing the Governor of Lizore to be treated with
# becoming respect und consideration and to submit
also the expediency of ealling upon the officers of
this Government to divest themselves of all previous
preposessions of purtizanship towards the Malays
and of improper animosity asainst the Chief of
Ligore and to receive the Agresment which His
Highness has now concluded in a spirit of frankness
and liberality.

I bave &e.
( Signed) H. BURNEY Cuptuin
Poll. Ageut to the Sinmest States
Prince of Wales Island
10th August 1923,



Sengal Secrct
and Political
Cansultations.

MNo. 24,

[ 235 ]

FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1826.

To Captain Burney
Poll. Agent to the Siamese States.
Sir,

I am directed by the Honorable the Gogernor
in Counecil to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
under date the 30th Avpust aud to apprize you that
the necessury arders have been issued to the Com-
wanding Officear of the Troops for holding in
readiness an ezcort of one Native Officer, 2 Haval-
dars, 2 Naiks, 2 Dranmmers and 30 Sepoys from the
25th Regt. vnder the command of a steady and
experienced officer, and for the Master Attendant to
engnge, in eommunieation with you, a suitable vessel
for the eonveynnes to Hankok of yourself and escort
wnd suit, for which ulso the commissarint hins been
instructed to prepare a supply of provisions and
water aqual to their consumption for four monthis.

The limited nature of the Medieal Establish-
ment of this Presidency prevents the Governor in
Conneil aceading to your request with respect to Mr.
Asst, Burgeon Henderson and it i= proposed there-
fore that My, Suly Assistt Surreon Harris Fshould be
placed] under your orders.

The Governor in Council is not aware of any
necessity of adding to the wustractions with which
you have already been farnished as far as the
British Intevests in this quarter are concerned.
They may be raduced to the four following heads.

1st. The restoration of the King of Quedal.
2o, The withdmwal of the Siamese from Perak.

drd. The prevention of farther conquests Ly
the Sinmese over the Malayan States on either side

S—— . o
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of the Peninsula. The consequent maintenince ‘of
the independence of those states and exclusion of thie
Sinmese powers from contact with the British
Settlements in the straits and

4thly. The establishment of more free jnter-
course and trade with the interior and esstern
side of the Malayan Peninsula by means of the
overland routes and numerous rivers flowing into
the sea in the neighbourhood of Penang.

For all other points, T um directad to refer you
to Para. 10 to 13 of the dispateh from the Supree
Government of the I5th May with the instructions
to yourself from that authority, You will be
furnished from the Honble, the Governor with ap-
propriate lotrers from Limself to the Chow Pya
Kiang or Foreign Minister at Bnnkok and to such
other Native Chiefs whose pluces of residencs
may be in your route to Baukok, and you are request-
ed to provide yourself with a suitable address from
the King of Quedah to the King of Sinm and his
minister.

Under present circumstances the probuble neces-
sity of another Campaigu aguingt Ava and the
considerntion of the many points of discussion likely
to arise in the settlament of frontiers and actual
interchinge of territories with Siam seem to poiut
out in strong terms the expediency of your proceed-
ing to Bankok with all possille expedition, so as to
afford s a British aceredited Agent at the Court
an early medinm of direct eammunieation with it
You will not fail however to touch at Salingapoor®
and communicate most freely ang unreservedly on
all points of your Mission with the Resident of
that Settlement.

There is o point to which the Governor in Coun-
¢il desires your early atiention at Bankok, the
opening of an amieable and free infercourse Letween
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our acquisitions on the Coast of Tenasserim and the
contiguous Siamese Posts by the adoption of which
measure it is hoped that the depredations of the
Siamese Chiefs in that neighbourhood would be
precluded in future, or arrangeunients made for the
restitution of the unfortunate Burmese captives taken
awny from the provinces of Mergui and Tavoy.

I liave &ec.
(Signed) J. RE. UUPPAGE

Actyr, Seey. to Government.

Fort Cornwallis
The 10th September 1825,
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To Captain Burney
No. 11 Political Agent to the Sinmese States,
SIR,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of
*® See ante, your dispateh of the 10th Ultimo® submitting copies
m:::_ of your report to the Governor of Prince of Wales
Island, of your conferences with the Rajah of
Ligore and of the provisional Treaty concluded with

that Chief.

2. The Governor General in Couneil having

received from the Government of Prince of Wales
Island eopies of the above mentioned documents and
expressed his sentiments on the sabject of your
proceedings in his reply to the dispateh from that
o Thistetter  COVernment, I am directed to transmit you a Copy
a@ated 2 Sept. Of His Lordship in Council’s lotter* for your in-

$EIR hasReen  formntion. and to repeat to you, in this direct form,
coplod.

See Factory the very Ligh sense which Government entertains of
Stralts 4.0 cbebes s : a1 dt
"::::m omes, 1€ ability, judgment and addross displayed by you

Vol 104. on the oceasion in question, and the confident ex-
pectation of His Lordship in  Conneil that the
friendly understanding whicl you have established
with the Rajuh of Ligore will contribute in an
essentinl degres to a satisfactory arraugement of all

depending questions with the Court of Siam to
which yon are about to proceed.

I have &ea.
(Sigued) G. SWINTON
Secy. to Govt,

Fort William
16th Septr, 1825,
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FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1826.

Ta

The Honorable
ROBERT FULLEETON

Governor &en. &ea.  &ca.
Bouble. Sir,

* * & = * *

On the day following [ 30th Sept. 1825 ] T as-
sumed charge of the Civil nud Political administra-
tion of the Provinee of Mergui. oA feS

My attention was nt once directed to the deten
tion of the Siamese prisoners, the particulars of
which have alvendy been detuiled in Major Frith's
letter to Sir A, Camphbell dated 27th March. 1
visited these unfortopate men and found them in
irons, and [ regret to ndd that the alarn which has
prevailed and still prevails at Mergui regarding the
Siamese prevented wy having their irons struck off.
This had onee been done by Major Frith, but it
ocensioned so wnch apprehension, that at night all
the women left their houses, and many families
removed without the stockade.

It is but justice to the officers formerly com-
manding at Mergui to state that the irons are so
light us seareely to prove of any inconvenience, I
have endeavoured to eontribute to the comfort of
the prisoners by directing thewm to be regularly sup-
plied with fish, salt, &ea , and by allowing a certain
number to enjoy exercise and to Lo taken every day
to the Tank without the stockada for the purpose of
eru_ﬁngn. bath.

Captain Collinson’s report of the confinement
of some Siamese Envoys does not entirely prove

correct.  The men alluded to by the Officer belong
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to the party now detained and wera allowed to go to
Bankok in view of obtaining the return of the
Burmese carried nway by the Pin of Chimpohun and
thereby their own release. They assert that the
Burmese will be sent buck as scon as the rains ave
over, and the ecircumstance of the return of thess
wen, and of the Pia of Chimpohun being disgraced,
leads me to hope such will be the case. I have
however deemed it wmy duty to fucilitate this mensure
us mueh ns possible, convineed that it will materially
tend to restore tranquillity and give confilencs, and
have therefore released ten of the prisoners anid
placed themn in charge of one of the followers of the
Chow DPin of Ligore who accompanied me from
Kedah awl with instractions to take them to Ban-
kok. I communicated on this subject with the
Envoy to the Court of Sjun, and Euoclosores
Numbers 3 and 4® ure Copies of lstters forwarded to
the Pia Klang and Chow Pia of Ligore. I have also
availed myself of this opportunity to addreas the
different Sinmese (Chiefs residing near our frontier,
and now transmit copy of my letter,

In would be impossible to deseribe the distress
and wisery occasioned by the depredations of the
Siamese since our Conquest of Mergui. Nota village
A tew miles distint from the stockade has escaped,
and at least one thousand six hundred {LG600) of the
inhabitants have been curried away. Every village
in the interior is deserted, nud scarcely a trading
boat is seen, but this can excite no. surprise when it
iz cousidered they have been deprived of their arms,
and then left without protection, thus almost invit-
ing tlie Einmese to repeat their incursions. .

L] @ w - - -

Moandown (a hill so ealled) forms the southern
boundary of the Provines of Tenusserim and of COUrEe
that of Mergui. It is distant uhout sixty miles from
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Tenasserim ; the nearest inlabited Burman village
to this hill is called Sinkoan in whose vicinity are
two large ? the one standing without the boundary
of the Burmese the other within Siamese Territories.
It is stated that this boundary is well kunown to
both parties and from all T ean learn the hill of
Moandown must be very nearly in the same parallel
of latitude ns Pakelnn or Charwa, defined by Captain
Burney us the boundury of the Province of Mergui.

The mnge of Lills that divide the Isthius nnd
form the Eastern boundary of the [rovince are dis-
tant nbout seventy-five miles in n direct course from
Tavoy. These hills are well known to both nations
ns forming the boundary between them, and the
Siamese have stockades o few liours journey within
their frontiers in this quurter.

. - L] - - -

The Country in the immedinte neighbourhood
of the Buvmese aud Sinmese boundaries is entirvely
uncultivated for some days’ journey on both sides,
owing no doubt to the continned depredations carried
on by these nations. [ cannot learn that there is
any communication from Mergui direct to its eastern
fiontier, the whole is represented as Hills covered
with jungle and Forest.

-~ . Ll L] - -
I have &e.

( Signed) A. D. MAINGY.

Bired Briz Minerva
Tavoy River 13th
Oetober 1325,



Baongal Secret
and Political
Consultations,
Vol. 338,

Mo, a4,
{Enclosure Mo. 3)

|Det. IR25)

[ 242 ]
FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1826,

Aflter Compliments.

Mr. Maingy, nppointed British Commisioner for
the Provinces of T'uvoy and Mergui, has to acquaint
his Friend the Raju Klang of his arrival at Mergui.

The Tan Chow Pyn of Ligore will have already
informed the Pya Klang that the Provinees of Mer-
gui and Tavoy nre now placed under the direction
and orders of the Honorable the Governor of Prinee
of Wales Island. Mr. Maiogy has found no less
than one hundred and twenty two Sinmese in con-
fineinent here, followers of the Pya of Chimpohun
who wantooly and unprovoked and forcibly earried
away from the Provines no less than four hundred
Burmese who were then esnsidered British Subjects,
the provinee of Mergui being at that period in pos-
session of the Fnglish.

Mr. Maingy however, anxious of evineing how
desirous the English nation is of preserving the most
intimate and frieudly relations with the Siamese has
lost no time in dispatehing to Bunkok five of the
principal Binmese with five attendants at present
detained hore. My Tuan, one of the followers of
the Tan Chow Pya of Lizore has taken charge of
them, and to him Mr, Muingy rafers his friend the
Pya Klang for all information. 1t is well known that
independent of the four hundred Burmese foreibly
carried awny on one oceasion by the Pya of Chimpo-
hun at | least | one thousand two hundred more of
the inhmbitants of the I'rovinces of Mergui and
Tavoy have baan takes away at different times by
different Sinmese Chiefs, and as these one thousund
six hundred persons were actually British subjects
in_consequence of the Provinces of Mergui and
Tavoy haviug been conquered by the English, I beg
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my friend will not delay their return but forward
them to Mergui or Tavoy, and on their arrival at
either of these places the Siamese now here shall be
released and every assistance afforded them to refurn
to their own Country.

Captain Henry Burney, Envoy to the Court of
Siam, will no doubt have assured the Pya Klang
that the return of the Siunese i3 certain as soon ns
the Burmese ara restored to the English anthorities
either at Mergui or Tavoy. Any arrangement
Captain Henry Burney may enter into regarding
the Sinmese nt Mergui Me. Maingy faithfully pro-
mises to fulfil.

My, Mamgy sends lis friend the Pya Klang o
pisce of green eloth.

{ True Copy )
(Signed ) A, D. MAINGY

Commissioner for the Pro-
vinees of Mergni and Tavoy,
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No. 4.
After Compliments.

Mr. Maingy now sends My Tuan with his fullowers
to his friend the Tan Chow Pya of Lizore who will
communieate all particulars regarding the voyage and
of all that he has seen at Mergui.  Mr. Maingy,
anxious of evincing how desivons the English nation
iz of maintaining the most feiendly relations with the
Siamese, hns lost no time in digpatching to Bankok
My Toan and with him five of the principal Sinmese
Chiefs with five of their