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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

7"]5["0 circumstances, guite different in nalure, maks the
present time particularly favourable for the wriling of a
Universal History : on the one hand, the developmeni of
historical studies, and, on the other, the growlh of world-condilions
tn which all couniries share.

For almost a century mow an cver increasing number of
students—anthropologists, historians, archaologisis—have been
extending, with commendable patience, their researches along all
lines and inlo the most remote corners of man's pasi. The
tremendous mass of delailed knowledge thus accumulaled was
bound eventually to force upon scholars the necessity for some kind
of synthesis, and this need has made itself felt most imperalively
in a desire for some co-ordinating point of view from which it
would be possible to dominale Time.

Yet the work of the historians, no matier how impartial st
may appear, does not merely respond lo inlernal laws bt is
also subject to external influences to a cerlain extent, If, for
instance, any particulay trail may be regarded as characteristic
of onr present epoch it is the human solidarity encountered all
over the earth, Our planet seems lo have shrunh in size through
the rapidity of communicalion and civilized nalions have
developed such intimate relations either belween one anolher or
through intensive colonization, wilh less developed peoples, thal,
as in an organism, everything seems fo be inler-conmected.
To-day we have a world-politics, a world-cconomics, a world-
civilization. This visible spatial and temporal unily in uman
growps inviles us to reflect wpon the role which the wniversal
Sfactor has played from the beginnings of time.

Thus, apart from the works devoted to facls and sndividuals,
fo countries, peoples, and successive epochs, we have the Earth
and Humanily left as objects that must be stwdied.

In Germany, during the years preceding the war, the study of
universal history flourished—under the name of " Wellge-
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schichte”’.  In that home of erudition and adventurous synthesis,
where a balance between “* micrography " and metaphysics is
seldom achieved, the ardwous labour of historians and a pre-
occupation with world affairs have resulted in the appearance of
numerous works, unequal in importance and interest, which
endeavoured to satisfy, and at the same time have stimulated, the
demand for universal history. Some of these volumes are merely
collections of chapters, compilations without unity, others are
systematized to an excessive degree ; some are co-operative, and
are the result of more or less definite collaboration, others represent
the enterprise, rash though it may have been, of one man. Yet all
possess merits, whatever be the criticism to which they lend them-
selves. But there is room for a mew synthesis, for a vast
enterprise, on new foundations, which shall include Humanity,
Jrom its origins, and the Earth as a whole.

The work which this introductory volume is to inaugurate
will have the following special features :

1t will have a real unity : not merely the unity of its subject—
history in its entirety—but unity of plan, Sirmly binding
logether all the various parts; and also unity of the
activating ideas. The problem with which we are faced is how
to prevent incoherence and yet to avoid the opposite error of
over-systematization. In the present state of our knowledge,
a single individual cannot accomplish this lask alone, and even
fo organize it he must exercise very great discretion. Certain
tdeas will run through the whole enterprise, but they will not be
dominating theories thrust wpon the collaborators, and, through
them, upon the facts ; rather will they be experimental ideas,
hypotheses pervading the whole work, and subjected to the control
of actual facts by wunfeitered investigation, allowing complete
autonomy to the collaborators. Our undertaking is thus something
in the nature of a vast experiment, to be gradually undertaken
under the eyes of the public to the great profit, as we hope, of
historical science ; and the ideas put forward will emerge from
the lest either confirmed or rectified.

Within this unity of the whole each part will have its own
unity. The series has not been planned in terms of large collective
volumes, grouping together more or less unconmected chapters
written by various collaborators, but as independent volumes of
moderate size. The number of these will, therefore, be considerable,
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since they will correspond to the great problems and the organic
divisions of history ; and each, as far as this is possible, will be
entrusted to a single scholar of recognized authority. Each will
be an independent work, will carry the imprint of one personality,
and will be the more interesting in that it will have been written
with greater freedom and pleasure. Each volume will have ils
own life ; so too will a given group of volumes, and they will thus,
from different view-points, form a whole within a whole, partial
syntheses within a total synthesis. Our task, in short, is to
combine the advantages of an historical encyclopedia with those
of a continuous history of human evolution.

Having thus indicated the gemeral characteristics of our
enlerprise, let us proceed to the principles which will govern the
undertaking as a whole, and to the general character of the volumes

themselves.
I

To wunite Science and Life: such is the formula which
expresses the ideal we desive to atlain.

This sevies is to be essentially a work of scholarship. Not
only will it offer the most authoritative knowledge, but this
knowledge will be amply documented—as we shall shortly explain.
Awy learned synthesis, which gives resulis without indicating
the sources, presupposes an act of faith, since it does not facihitate
verification and must in a way appear to lead to stagnation in
research, since it does not provide the impetus to proceed further.
But if we set forth an inventory of the work accomplished we can
not only indicate all that yemains to be done but procure the
means for accomplishing it. From the standpoint of scholarship,
then, our undertaking will at once mark achievement and provide
a point of departure for work still to be done.

But the aim of the series is not merely to be erudite : it is also
to be scientific in the full sense of thai term. Scholarship may
enable us to prepare and assemble materials : it is science alone,
however, that brings order into them. Indeed, one of the most
subtle problems confronting the human mind is that concerned
with the scientific nature of history. To arrange facts in series,
in traditional compartments, to recount the lives of individuals
or of peoples, this has nothing to do with science—for ils proper
work is to generalize and to elicit principles of explanation.

Without claiming that the method of scientific synthesis can
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actually be fixed for history in any definite fashion, it may be
assumed—at least, as a tenlative hypothesis—that the facts of
which human evolution is woven, can be grouped in three quite
distinct orders. The first are the contingent, the second the
necessary, and the third those that relate to some inner logic. We
shall try to make use of and to harmonize the very diverse explana-
tions that have been attempted, by endeavouring to show that the
whole conlent of human evolution falls into these general divisions
of contingency, necessity, and logic. It seems to us that by this
tripartite division, history receives both its natural articulation
and its whole explanation. Indeed, this classification opens up
a deeper view of causality. It invites us to probe into the mass of
historical facts and to attempt to disentangle three kinds of causal
relations : mere succession, where the facts are simply determined
by others : relations that are constant, where the facts are linked
to others by mecessity : and internal linkage, where the facts are
rationally connected with others. On this view of the nature of
the causes operating in history, a synthesis may not appear
easy, but it is at least conceivable. We have developed this
methodological hypothesis® at length elsewhere ; here we would
merely summarize briefly its general bearings.

For societies to take form and to endure they must submit fo
certain special and necessary conditions which we call institutions,
Wherever a society exists there are institutions—at any rate,
in outline. We encounter the same fundamenial institutions
everywhere, although under different forms; but this diversity
#s not unlimited in its characteristics, a fact that is to be
explained, in part, by the differences existing in the very
structure of societies—that is to say, in the number of social
units and their concentration or density. * Sociology,” when it
is conscious and scientific looks upon societies merely as such.
The proper work of the sociologist is the study of social organiza-
tion from the comparative point of view. In order the better to
define its essential functions as tramslated into institutions, and
in order to determine the connexions of these functions with the
social structure and their reciprocal inler-relationships, it isolates
the social element. This is one of the aspects of historical
Synihesis, yet only one. A complete historical synthesis brings
this element, these necessities or social laws, into renewed contact

1 La Synthésc en Histoire : Essai eritique et thiorigue, Paris, 1911
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with the other elements of history, elements neglected and, indeed,
often denied by the pure sociologist.

It is also desirable in any attempt to differentiate belween
various explanatory elements to make the following distinction.
Even if institutions are always a social construction, so to speak,
and bear the stamp of society, it does not follow from this that
they always express the specific necessities of society or respond
to actual functions. Not everything which, in the course of the
life of society, takes on an institutional form is essentially social.

The juridico-political function is an essential characteristic of
sociely and it differentiates itself into political, juridical, and
moral elements ; 1its only reason for existence is in, and for,
society, of which in fact it forms the chief support. Just as
economic institutions correspond to the personal mecessities of
the individual—the mnecessities of subsistence, of enjoyment,
and of luxury—so we may speak of an ecomomic function of
soctety ; theoretically it might even be considered as primary,
for society can only be organized by giving to these needs of the
individual a more secure and complete satisfaction by appropriate
means and by substituting, to a great extent, co-operation and
division of labour for individual effort. But we cannot accurately
speak of a mental or @sthetic function of society, although institu-
tions have been built up with art and science in view. Sociely
does not think. Mental development as well as cesthetic—from
the most rudimentary technique to the efflorescence of philosophy,
science, and ari—rests essentially on the faculties of the individual :
it is human not social. Of course, this human development is
only possible within society. Between the human and the social
there is constant action and reaction, and with the very beginnings
of thought we are confronted by the problem of the nature of
this interrelation between the individual—as a thinking being—
and society. It develops particularly with that very complex
group of phenomena which we call religious. But in spite of
appearances we believe it to be as impossible to speak of a religious
function of sociely as of a mental or @sthetic one. Religion
consists fundamentally of a connected system of beliefs and
practices related to a given miliew and o forces surrounding and
transcending those of man : in other words, it is an inter-
pretation of the objects by which human activity tends to be
regulated. It gives expression to the most profound anxieties of
developing thought and amalgamates them with the most varied
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psychical elements. It is human in essence—but strongly
socialized. The possession of specific institutions does not suffice
for religion ; it must also enter info the various functions of
social life. In short it consolidates into one unified whole the
social bond and simple primitive mentality—consolidating the
one by means of the other. In thus strengthening thought,
however, it at the same time confines and tends to constrain it ;
and, moreover, the individual endeavours either to transform
the religious institutions or, to a certain extent, to free himself
from them ; it is to this effort that art, philosophy and science
specifically owe their development.

If, then, the study of the social factor is at the basis of
historical synthesis, since society is man’s necessary, milieu
and a constant and regular element in history, it is just as
clear that the evolution of society, as such, as well as ils com-
plications, only become intelligible when considered in the light
of other factors. It is therefore mecessary to iniroduce that
« logical " factor which has already been so much abused, under
the terms * finality” and ‘‘ Idea”, by philosophic historians,
and the factor of contingency, of which purely descriptive
historians have made too exclusive and complacent a use ; the
latter being also known as the principle of change as such,
Sfortuitous or directed.

Contingencies modify the structure of human society ; they
either react on them or influence them directly. Their number
in history is infinite, but they can be brought together under
cer'ain general categories : accidental happenings, the role of
the individual as individual, temporary collective arrangements,
and ethnic and geographical conditions. Neither the categories
themselves mor the contingencies within each category are of
equal interest to the historian who is concerned with explanation.
Their imporiance is determined by the extent and the duration
of their action : surroundings races, and epochs can be grouped
from the point of view of human evolution ; individuals and
events can be selected from the same standpoint; some are
insignificant, others important. Our mind can only dominate
and systematize the past by resorting to elimination—just as
chance has wunfortunately dome with remote epochs. But we
must consign again to oblivion something of what has been

selected.
It is when we thus reject negligible events that the role of

P
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“logic” in the life of societies is best realized. The logical
factor is explanatory in the decpest semse of the word. It is
what gives to evolution its real continuily, its inner law ; it 1s
from their connexion with it and exactly to the degree in which
they either serve or coutradict logic that contingent happenings
derive their actual value. They lead to others : but it is the logical
factor which alone produces new events : it alone is creative.
The principle from which all logic proceeds, the real motive force
of history—as of life—can only be discovered, it seems to us, in
the tendency of a human being to maintain and expand kis
personality. Life is not a passive and emply thing. It 1s
tendency and memory. When successful it retains the means
that led to its success. Logic, strictly speaking, is the profilable
use of mind ; in the broader sense, however, it is that activity
which conforms to the fundamental tendencies of the being who
employs appropriate means. Springing from the inner core of
life the logical activity ends by both in co-operation and in struggle,
but expands more in the form of social instinct than as egotism ;
in short it creates sociely itself.

Once society has been formed and endowed with specific laws,
the principle that gave it birth continues to aid in its development.
The same logic that laid the foundation for the social organism
produces in large measure the inner phenomena of crisis and
reform, of political, juridico-moral and economic evolution. It
manifests itself in the external activity of social groups and
in inter-social connexions by means of various phenomena, all of
vital historical interest. There is, for instance, the phenomenon
of ““ migration”, to explain which it is not enough to give an
account of the pressure of geographical surroundings, but which
through a *“ Will to Change *, gives expression to that restlessness
which craves for a betler existence, to the desire for a habitat
favourable to life, and, undoubtedly also, to an ambition to
enlarge the sphere of the known and to secure a larger possession
of the earth. There is the phenomenon of *“ Imperialism ""—
which tends, by a “ Will to Growth”, to seize possession, for
divers purposes, of a larger or smaller part of humanity. 1t has,
moreover, various types, some more violent, others of a more
assimilative nature. There are finally the phenomena of
“ veceptivity ", of “ renaissance”’, of international ‘‘ co-opera-
tion ""—which, by a ““ Will to Culture ", tend to unite societies,
across space and time, in order that they may conquer nature and

:
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adapt it to human needs, and to render them more and more at
one through the creation and multiplication of * values ” of all
kinds.

In connexion with the manifestations of this social logic
which concerns either the inner life or the external activity of
societies—there arises a very important and subtle question and
one which has already presented itself in regard to mental
evolution, namely the role of the individual and his relation to
society. We have seen that mental development introduced
into social organization elements that were human in origin—
that is to say, individual—and remodelled the ** Institutional ”’
form without, however, entirely depriving the individual of his
specific faculty of thinking. Indeed, in addition to being the
agent of mental logic, the individual is also, it seems, the agent
of social logic. These institutions which appear as something
objective and with a large measure of constraining force, these
actions of the group which spring apparently from a collective
will, do not entirely escape the consciousness of the individual.
In fact, what is the ** social consciousness ”—if we would not
be duped by words—except the representation of society in the
consciousness of individuals ? Even the most striking phenomena
of social life, those that arise from what might be called herd
conditions ", admit of an active participation of the individual,
however effaced this may seem to be. In these states—which are
essentially affective—although the individual representations
are sharpened and have become harmonized through a common
emotion, and although, to a certain degree, a unity of consciousness
can be temporarily realized, individuals are always found
who unquestionably respond in a high degree to the needs of the
group as regards canalizing and directing the manifestation : they
are, in consequence, not simple elements of society but irue
social agents. But apart from these * herd > manifestations—
which for numerous reasons have become less and less frequent in
the course of history—can it be said that the representation of
society has been especially unequal in intensity or in precision
in the minds of different individuals ? Society, let me repeat,
does not think : it is the individual who thinks. He can, however,
also be more than a social agent : an initiator, a social inventor.
Mental and social logic have the same profound source and here
they meet. Born of the success of activity, thought in the individual
concerns iiself with serving action and perfecting social life.
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It is difficult to deny the practical efficacy of ideas : we should
rather endeavour to determine it.

In fine, to unravel the complicated skein of causality : lo
distinguish the ‘ accidental” or the *' crude facts” of history, the
institutions or the social necessities, the meeds or the fundamental
causes that flower in the form of ideas within reflective thought :
to study the play of these diverse elements—conlingent, necessary,

and logical—their reciprocal action and what may be called the

rearrangement of causes : this should constitute the essential

object of this synthesis. We must take care not to promise Loo
much. Universal history—because of ils exlent, its complication,
its lacune, and the mecessity for co-operation—does not permit
a complete solution of these problems. Studies more limited in
scope and at the same time more intensive alone can furnish
decisive demonstrations. But for special studies to be suilably
directed it is useful to have before us the general tendency of
history as a whole. That is why we shall try, in the main at
any rate, to make our work the opposite of unilateral, to neglect
none of the explanatory elements, but yet, by careful arrangement,
1o give to each its proper part. In distributing the subject-matier
and in deciding upon the volumes to be included, certain hypotheses,
dictated by the whole scope of the work, were, indeed, paramount.
They have been indicated at the outset and will appear at different
places in the introductions, but they will serve merely as a bond—
and that only discreetly. It would not be wise to rely on 1t unduly.
Let it be remembered that the collaborators are free and that
their liberty of action alone can give full value to this enterprise.
This is no pre-arranged experiment—merely a simple experiment
“ o see ", as Claude Bernard said. It is not a question of solving
problems at all costs but rather of stating them and of introducing

into universal history the leaven of true science.

t‘*

Although profoundly scientific in intention this series will not,
for that reasom, be any the less alive. It has been supposed,
uite erroncously, that the introduction of science info history
is opposed to life, that the resurrection of the past is the privilege
of art. It is analysis which reduces the past to a dust-heap of
facts ; what erudition collects 1s saved not from death but from
oblivion. Synthesis resurrecls the past, otherwise than does
intuition, and better. Its task as defined by Michelet, ' the
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resurrection of the whole of life not merely in its surface aspects
but in its inmer and deeper organisms”’, cannot be fulfilled by
genius ; but science can accomplish it by deepening its theory
of causality and endeavouring, throughits synthesis, to reconstitute
the interplay of causes.

It is this purpose, then, that animates our work : to render
intelligible by the study of its causes, and to enable us to follow
that progressive movement—not continuously and absolutely
progressive, but as a whole and from certain poinis of view—
which gives meaning to the life of humanity. Facts of every
category—isolated by special historical accounts and forming in
general histories a mosaic of juxtaposed chapters—uwill all be
considered in relation to the permanent needs and individual
character of different societies. These societies, on the other
hand, will be considered not for themselves but in their relation
to the great transformations of humanity. We would not make
of them entities or idols. But it is the way in which life changes
and develops in human societies that constitutes the specific
object of historical science. This is all that is meant, in short,
by ““ civilization ™ or *‘ culture ’, both handy and rather vague
words. We shall not deprive ourselves of the use of the word
“ civilization ” : and since we cannot begin with a precise
definition we shall in these volumes give it its broad meaning—
the increasing complexity of life—relying upon the work itself
to indicate what is essential in this complex whole and how the
lrue line of progress is to be determined.

From the point of view of an ideal presentation, a practical
difficulty presents itself. The publications will follow as far as
possible the order of the general plan. It would have been easier,
after the plan of the work had once been decided upon, to publish
the volumes as soon as they were completed without reference to
any order : but we should then have produced not a real work ;
we should only have formed a collection. On the principle
adopted, however, the authors and the public will take a more
lively interest in the enterprise. Each author will be in a position
to adjust his work to those volumes nearest in scope, no matter
how strong the personal element, and thus make his contribution
Jfit into the whole. There are undoubtedly subjects whose position
is not strictly determined : but apart from a very limited number
of cases, the volumes will appear in the order arranged, and, 1n
particular, that one series will not overlap another.
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By a series, we understand a group of volumes composed from
different points of view, and on this a few words of explanation
are mecessary.

The divisions of universal history in their time relations,
represent a very delicale problem which the Germans call
“ Periodisierung der Wellgeschichte”, and here many kinds of
mistakes and prejudices must be avoided. Chronological divisions
are handy and even necessary compartments ; but pushed too far,
a pre-occupation with chronology tends, on the one hand, to split
up the study of regions and peoples and, on the other hand, to
bring on to the same plane phenomena of unequal importance
from the cultural point of view (Lavisse and Rambaud). If
chronology is subordinated to geographical and ethnical interests
the thread is broken : we simply get a collection of histories for
different rvegions of the world (Helmolt), or for different
peoples (Durwy, Oncken, Heeren, Uckert, von Giesebrecht, and
Lamprecht), and not a universal history. If, on the other hand,
chronology is subordinated to logic the woof is kmit too tight,
and we get a metaphysical synthesis and not a science of history.
The purely logical divisions—whether through the choice of
centres of civilization or of preponderating races, they ascribe
to humanity a succession of periods enclosed as it were the one
within the other (the Philosophy of history, Hegel), or
give all peoples a succession of identical periods (Lamprecht) ;
whether they terminate in a continuous progress (German
philosophers) or in an eternal recurrence (Vico) with or without
progress—are all arbitrary, undesirable and condemned : but
they are always reappearing, doubtless because they correspond to
some element of historical reality.

We, for our part, shall attempt to reconcile these various
interests. We shall have four large chronological sections :
Introduction (pre-history and proto-history) and anliquity ;
Christian origins and the Middle Ages ; the Modern era ; and
the Contemporary era. Each of these sections will comprise almost
the same number of volumes although they will embrace shorter
and shorter periods. This economy can be easily gustified owing
to the inequality of the resources at our disposal for the investiga-
tion of these periods and the practical wtility afforded
respectively by their study.

In these sections, the secondary divisions and, in turn, their
units, will be so arranged as to satisfy, as far as this is possible,
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the interests of geography, ethnography—or the psychology of
peoples—and logic. The pre-occupation with the whole as such,
with human evolution, will no doubt be constantly in evidence :
and from the very nature of things this will become increasingly
prominent since, as we remarked before, human solidarity becomes
more and more manifest as we proceed : but light will be
thrown, in the course of our work, at the opportune moment and
in the measure desived, upon those portions of the earth and upon
those peoples whose influence makes itself felt, and becomes
preponderant.  As to logic, if our conception of causality occupies
too large a place it will yet be admitled that it has been entirely
freed from its metaphysical and a priori nature : it has become
merely one of the positive elements of history whose role is to be
determined. Moreover, is mot the fundamental principle of
division here of an internal nature ? Is it not derived from the
complex nature of historical causality ? As we have already
indicated, our principal care will be to lay particular stress on the
effect of great events, the pressure of social necessities, the profound
influence of psychic factors, of needs and ideas, and thus to
bring into relief ot the continuity of progress but the three-fold
play of the permanent causes and the results of their continuous
operation.t

Our work, although it will have all the wutility of an
Encyclopedia, will, as we shall see, be something quite different.
If it is true that a little science sterilizes history, a good deal of
science ought to endow it with life. The pre-occupation with
general and permanent causes, which enhances the worth of even
the most modest research, will give our synthesis not only its full
dignity but its full interest, and an element of dramatic attraction.
We are concerned, in other words, with reconstructing the road
along which humanity has travelled ; - the path which a blind
instinct, obscure influences, and a variety of circumstances have
forced it to take ; and in so doing we are attempting to understand
why this path has been pursued. Along the ages, through the

1 Aftey the main outlines of the plan had been shelched, I submitted it to the
judgment of friends, and I have also sought the advice of specialists in assigning
the various volumes. Although firmly adhering to the initial lines laid down,
I have profited by the experience of numerous scholars and the suggestions of
the mosi diverse types of men. I would like to mention among those who have
been most intimalely associated in the work of elaboralion my friends Paul
Lorgqust, L. Barrau-Dihigo, Lucien Febure, and Abel Rey. To these and others
the plan owes some of ils merits: for its defects I alone assume full

responsibility.
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efforts, ambitions, struggles, and the diverse fales of groups, in
spite of stumblings, detours, and setbacks—Humanity progresses.
Its horizon, as we advance, becomes higher : it endeavours with
the aid of the historian to adjust itself in time and space, to take
cognizance of itself,to knowmore in order todomore. An enterprise
like ours is consequently a living thing. And though it is the
duty of the historian as a scholar to collect facls and to study
their causes objectively and dispassionately, yet he has the right
as a man to develop an enthusiasm for his work and impart to it
an inner fire.

Since our work must possess this living character a final
problem confronts us. Shall we content ourselves with the text
alone and absolutely reject the picture or shall we utilize illustra-
tions and thus give the text an additional vital interest?

Lllustration has its dangers. A few pictures scattered through
a volume give it a more atlractive, perhaps a more unacademic
aspect but do not mecessarily heighten its value. Numerous
illustrations, on the other hand, generally end by dominaling
the volume, impose upon it a definite size and definite proportions
so that we run the risk of reducing the text to a mere commentary.
Nevertheless, we admit that illustrations have their merits. The
resurrection of the inner and deeper life of the past calls in some
measure for a visualization of individuals and their surroundings.
Michele: is the “ visualizer”’ not merely of souls but also of
forms. If, then, it is opportune to replace a dangerous psycho-
logical intuition by methodical research into causes, it is perhaps
equally opportune to replace or help a dangerous imaginalive
vision by forcing it to look upon authentic pictures.

Whenever, therefore, the text would seem to be obscure and
incomplete without this aid, useful illustrations will be found in
the proper place. In certain volumes which demand a larger
number, plates can be added in an appendix. In the main,
however, the role of the illustration will always remain an

accessory one.
I

Each volume, as we have said, is to have its own interest and
ils own unity.

Each will constitute, for a given period or for a given historical
problem, an inventory of what has been and what still remains

to be accomplished.
b
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Each volume will coniain a Bibliography : not exhaustive,
of course, but sufficiently complete to furnish students with the
necessary data for obtaining additional information. The works
mentioned in this Bibliography will be numbered ; and in the
noles references will be made as far as possible by means of
numbers—one for the bibliographical item, one for the volume
of the work, and, if necessary, a number for the page. Placed
one after another, and separated simply by commas, these
references can be multiplied without encroaching wupon or
encumbering the book itself. .

By this means we shall be able to realize our double purpose
of satisfying the demands of science and helping the student,
and of addressing ourselves, at the same time, to the large
cultivated public interested in human destinies. The presenta-
tion of the results attained in language as clear and as vivid
as possible will occupy the bulk of the pages. The amateur 1n
history will find an advantage in this : he will even escape the
involuntary distraction produced by notes which are immediate’y
intelligible. In order to be useful our numbered references will
necessitate a study of the Bibliography ; but the author will thus
be able, in an economical manner, to justify the essential parts
of his text, and the historically minded reader, if he so desires,
to consult the sources with a minimum of effort, whether in order
to verify the contents or to extend the work beyond the point
where the author has left it.

Works without references, syntheses where, at the best, the
Bibliography is found at the beginning or ai the end of the
chapters, without runming notes, are quite popular to-day, in
Germany and elsewhere, and represent a reaction against the
abuse of erudite annotation. But this opposite excess appears
to us also dangerous. Under such anti-scientific conditions we
are forced to take the author at his word. But no matter how
scrupulous he may be, an author will often allow himself to group
facts artificially, to present hypotheses as certitudes. As far as
facts or the explanation of facts are concerned, the certain, the
probable, the possible ought, of course, to be carefully graded and
be so offered for criticism.

The bearings of each work and what still remains to be done
will be touched on in the last chapter of every volume in an
arresting manner. The object aimed at will be to show the lacunce
still existing, the questions which arise in the various fields in
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connexion with the different periods of history, the publications
that are urgent and the researches, explorations, and excavations
which, by furnishing new facts, might possibly clear up obscure
points.  These concluding chapters will thus offer many
advantages. Not only will they furnish  specialists with
useful hints, but they will, at the same time, offer numerous
subjects for treatment and give many individuals with indefinite
but praiseworthy desires, ample opportunity for effectively
employing themselves. It is to be hoped that this general survey
of the historical field may lead to a better organization of effort,
{0 a more advantageous division of labour, and direct some of the
surplus workers with which certain subjects are encumbered
toward the neglected regions of science.

Our inventory will even be of profit to the merely curious
public : it will provide a sane notion of the present and future
conditions of historical studies. No onme, of course, is to imagine
that in this synthesis history has been completed. History is in
the making : 1t exists as a knowledge of the past obtained
through learned research, as an explanation of the past through
the study of causes. Our knowledge of the past, quite incomplete
to-day, will, in fact, always remain so in spite of constant progress ;
what has existed, what has lived, what has been created and then
destroyed by time, of all this only an infinitesimal part can possibly
be evoked. But the scientific problems raised by the past will
gradually become more definite and in the course of investigations
still o be determined may eventually be solved. That is how the
public, no less than the historians, ought to conceive scientific

history or synthesis—as the determination and gradual solution

of limited problems relating to a subject that is itself without
limitations and in part unknowable.

III

Our enterprise may thus be of great value to further decisive
progress in the study of human evolution. Iis object is the proper
arrangement of labour and the elaboration of a true scientific
method with the purpose of initiating the public into the more
serious and engrossing aspects of history as a whole. In the
natural sciences, laboratory research, however technical and
ungrateful it may be, always vesults in theories or in a practical
outcome to which the public cannot remain indifferent : and, for
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that reason, there is abundance of encouragement for those who
cultivate these fields. On the other hand, because of ils over-
erudite and insufficiently scientific character, history as presented
by learned historians has become an arid speciality, in which the
public manifests no interest—accepting in their place anecdotal
and romantic works put together by clever popularizers in the guise
of true history.

Thanks to the eminent collaborators who have co-operated in
this undertaking, things may perhaps be changed for the better.
Our programme is vast and our ambition must appear to
many over-sanguine. But we must take the risk. It is obvious
that a desire for action, a confidence in the spontancous forces
of life have been revived amongst us. There would be a dis-
quieting side to this if, as some tell us, it has taken an anti-
intellectualistic turn. It is essential that this need for action,
this revival, should also manifest itself in intellectual courage.
Life expands with knowledge. And an historic science under-
stood in a living manner—ihe consciousness of humanity springing
from reflection is mecessary to direct the tumultuous powers of

instinct.
HENRI BERR.
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FOREWORD 10 THE FIRST SERIES

IT is not our purpose to justify the plan of owr first Section
taken as a whole ; it arose of iiself. We shall preface
each Series with such explanations as seem wuseful.

With regard to the first volume, we may observe that its object
is not merely to give a résumé of all we know concerning human
origins carried back as far as possible into the past. It is as
much an introduction to history itself as to the problems of
History.

The justification for its inclusion is that it connects History
in the strict and accepted sense of the word with History as
understood in its broader semse of linking the evolution of
Humanity with the evolution of Life on the Earth and with the
evolution of our planet in the Universe. It enables us to find
a proper ** place " for humanity so that its destiny does not seem
like a mere adventure or an unvelated episode. ~To attain this
it was above all essential to exhibit the great matural forces and
the permanent factors, which in explaining the Earth and
Life will explain, at the same time, the evolution of Man and
of Society.

We shall thus see how the *“ milieu " of our history was formed
in the stellar system : in this milieu, detached from the Sun
though still dependent on it, we shall perceive life arising—
apparently through the action of the Sun itself. We shall see
its first tentative advances in all directions and its experiments
with the most diverse forms. We shall see it subjected to the
complex influences of different habitats, of innumerable vicissitudes
and of ils own inmer properties : to heredity, that conservative
principle which may also become an agent of change, and to
tendency, an active principle expressing itself in the faculty of
assimilation and of association more efficiently than in struggle :
and realizing every sort of improvement, until finally, with the
human form, we reach that decisive ad