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PREFACE.

——————

TH E original of the work now offered to
the public, has met with much approbation
in Holland. It conftituted, originally, two
different works; the account of the voyage
to Batavia, Bantam, and Bengal, having
been firft publifhed; and afterwards, fepa~
rately, that of the voyage to Samarang,
Macafler, Amboyna, &c. Hence proceeds
the different forms in which the two
voyages are moulded ; and hence fome
repetitions occur in the fecond, of what
had been noticed in the firft.

Mr. Stavorinus was poft-captain in the
naval f{ervice of the States General; but a

long period of peace, and the little employ-
ment
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ment that occurred in the Dutch navy for
men of enterprize and abilities, prompted
him to requeft permiffion to go a voyage to
the Eaft-Iudies, as captain in the employ of
the Dutch Eaft-India Company, retaining,
however, his rank of captain m the navy.
The accounts of his two voyages, in-that
capacity, are here given; and his readers
will find him, throughout, a man of obferva-
tion and intelligence. He was afterwards
promoted to the rank of rear-admiral, which
he held at the time of his death.

Acquainted with the family, though not
with the perfon, of the author, during a re-
fidence at Middleburgh, in Zealand, the
tranflator has endeavoured to do all poffible
juftice to his work, in the drefs in which he
now prefents it to the public. A regard for
truth, however, cbliges him to declare, thag
he has had to firuggle with much difficulty
in correcting paflages, which, in the Dutch
original, are extremely faulty, from the neg-

ligence
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ligence of the editor; the original abounds
in typographical errors, and in miftakes in
numerical charaéters, fome of which the
tranflator has reétified from their obviouf-
nefs, and a certain knowledge of the true
reading, others from conjeéture, and others,
though as few in number as poffible, he has
been obliged to let remmin as he found
them.

With refpeét to the notes and additions
which he has made, they are colleéted from
every authentic fource within his reach;
from the accounts of other travellers, from
other Dutch writers, from authentic docu-
ments, manufcripts, and ftatements, and, in
a few inftances, from oral information : the
work, together with the additions, he flat-
ters himfelf will be found to contain much
new information refpecting the actual and
late poffeffions of the Dutch in India, which,
in the prefent fituation of affairs, cannot
fail of being extremely interefting, He had,

for



for fome time previous to the publication of
thefe voyages, collected the materials whence
his additions have been made, with an idea
of forming them into a general account of
the Dutch Indian fettlements ; but meeting
with thefe voyages, and thinking an Englith
verfion of them could not fail of being ac-
ceptable, he conceived himfelf more ade-
quate to the tafk of giving a tranflation, with
the additional information required, to ren-
der the whole as complete an account of the
Dutch fettlements as his materials would
admit of, in notes, than to that of com-
pofing an original work himfelf upon the
fubje&.
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VOYAGE

TO

Tuz CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, BATAVIA,
BANTAM, axp BENGAL;

IN THE YEARs 1768-1771.

—_—
BOOK I

—_—

CHAPTER L

Departure from ZEALAND.—The SHINGLES.—
SoUTHAMPTON.—PORTSMOUTH.—GOSPORT.
—Departure from SP1THEAD.—The NEEDLES.
—lflands ¢f PorTo SANTO and MADEIRA.—
Flying-fifp.—1Iflands of SaL and BoNA VisTA.
— Dorados.—Dolpbins.— Albicores.— Bomitos.—
Sharks.— Pilot-fifb.—Cape ST, AUGUSTINE.—
The AeroLr0s.—Signs of Land.—Variation of
the Compafs.— Anchorage in TArLE BAY, af the
Carke of Goop Hork.

ON the 1oth of June, 1768, the Eaft-
India Company's fhip the Smoek (the Pike),
under my command, received her final dif-
patches ; and upon muftering the crew, for
the laft time, we found that the number of
men on board amounted to two hundred and

twenty-
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twenty-five ; confifting of ene hundred and
forty-feven feamen, feventy-feven foldiers,
and a paffenger, who was a mechanic. We
were fitted out, as ufual, for nine months,
and were bound to Batavia, by the way of
the Cape of Good Hope. On the 13th, the
wind coming round to the eaftward, we
flipped our cables, in the road of Rammekens,
and fet fail; but on reaching Flufbing roads,
the tide failing, and the wind veering to
the fouth, we were obliged to come to an
anchor. We remained here, windbound,
till the 24th, when we again weighed an-
chor, and put to fea with a frefh gale from
the eaft, and fine weather, faluting the town
of Flufbing with fifteen guns. We were
clear of the land at nine o’clock A.M, and
returning the farewel-falute of the pilotboat
that had accompanied us, we fteered for the
Straits of Dover, and loft fight of the ifland
of Wm’rﬁfrm about noon. At funrife, the
next day, we faw the oppofite coails of Eng-
land and France: of the former, the North
and South Forelands, and of the latter, the
high land in the neighbourhood of Calais,
At noon we found ourfelves abreaft of Dover.,
which is the firft place on the Englith coaft

that
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that appears on entering the Channel ; here
the eafterly wind failed us again, and it be-
gan to blow a ftiff gale at s.w. which made
us refolve, the next day, to run in behind
the Shingles, and there wait for a more fa-
vourable opportunity of proceeding on our
voyage. Befides feveral other fhips, we
found lying at anchor here, our States’ fri-
gate, the Young Prince of Orange, com-
manded by Count ByrLawnp, fent out to
cruife for the homewardbound Eaft-India
fleet, and which had failed from Campuvere
the fame day we left Fiufbing.

The Shingles is the name given to a large
fand, that firetches out full a league and 2
half from the Englith coaft, fomewhat to
the weftward of Folkflone. It appears above
water, but is very low, and would be very
dangerous, efpecially in the night, were
there not a lighthoufe at its extreme point,
whereby thips are enabled to perceive and
avoid the danger. Veflels lie in fafety here,
prote&ed from the s.w. and weft winds;
but being open to the s.s.w. and fouth,
when the wind veers a point lower, they
muft of neceflity immediately put to fea.

On the 2gth of June, we faw two home-

ward-
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wardbound Eaft-Indiamen ftanding towards
us; upon which the States’ frigate, the
Young Prince of Orange, weighed anchor,
and fet fail, in order to convoy them to
Holland. In the night we had an eclipfe
of the moon; the beginning of which, by
my obfervation, gave a difference of 7' 317
in time between Paris and our fituation at
anchor, or 1° 52’ 45" weft longitude from
the meridian of Paris.

The following day, being the 3oth of
June, the wind came round in the evening
to the eaftward; whereupon we left the
Shingles a thort time before midnight, and
held our courfe farther down the Channel.
But on the next day, having fcarcely reached
as far as the Ifle of Wighe, the fky began
to affume a black and menacing afpe& to-
wards the weft, while the eaft wind now
wholly failed us. Apprehenfive of the com-
ing ftorm, we handed all our fails, and it
foon burft upon us with the greate(t vehe-
mence: it was accompanied with the moft
tremendous thunder and lightning, and
feemed to threaten inevitable deftruion.
On thore, as I afterwards was informed, it
caufed great devaflation : on the road from

1 London
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London to Portfmouth, many trees were ftrack
by the lightning, and torn up by the
roots ; while much damage was done in all
the farms and gardens thereabouts. This
thunderftorm continued about three hours,
from feven till ten o’clock at night, without
however doing our fhip any material da-
mage. The wind then veered to the s.w.
where it remained ftationary, and blew
moftly in heavy gales, without intermiffion,
from that quarter, till the 7th of July, when
it increafed to a violent ftorm. This in-
duced us, the next day, to determine upon
putting into Portfmouth, that we might not
be driven farther back up the Channel; and
that the crew might not be unneceffarily
harafled, without our being able to ad-
vance on our voyage, fince our men were
daily falling fick, and thirty of them were
already unfit for duty. We accordingly
reached Spithead, and caft anchor there the
following day, being the 8th of July.

While we lay here, I made an excur-
fion to Southampton, which is fixteen Englifh
miles, or about fix hours’ walk from Ggf
port, a kind of fuburb to Portfmoutb, lying

on the oppofite fide of the harbour. The
road
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road to that place, leads through a hilly,
unpromifing, and barren country, but which
affords food for fheep, feveral flocks of
which we met with on our way. Here
and there were {fmall running ftreams, that
flowed down from the hills, into the val-
lies. We ftopped halfway at a village
called Titchfield, being two long fireets of
tolerably goodlooking houfes.

Soutbampton is a town, fituated on a
river, which runs into the fea oppofite to
Newport, in the IHle of Wight, navigable
above the town, for veflels of a moderate
burden, and called Southampton - water.
When the Danes were in poffeffion of
England, Soutbhampton was the feat of their
kings. It is naturally ftrong, being almoft
furrounded by two branches of the river;
it is befides encircled by a wall of hewn
ftone, which bears ftrong marks of antiquity.
From the riverfide, runs a long and broad
ftreet, which is adorned on both fides by
very handfome houfes, reaching as far as
the landgate, which opens to the London
road. Over the gateway, is the ftatue of
Queen ANNE, as large as life. This long
ftreet is the principal, and, indeed, may be

faid
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faid to be the only one, the others being
of hardly any confequence *. The town
is much frequented in the fummer feafon
by the Englifh nobility and gentry, on ac-
count of its agreeable fituation ; and every
kind of diverfion, balls, concerts, plays, &c.
are then to be met with, as was the cafe
when I vifited the piace.

Portfmouth is at prefent a well-fortified
town, and the works which furround it,
particularly on the landfide, arc very con-
fiderable. Clofe to the town, on the north-
fide, are the King’s building and dock-
yards, his magazines and arfenals. The
immenfe quantities of naval and military
ftores, that are kept here, are incredible.
Moft of the Englith fhips of war are laid
up here, in time of peace, but they are al-
ways kept afloat. The largeft thips of their
navy are to be feen here: I was on board
of one, a three-decker, which meafured on
the lower deck, one hundred and ninety-
feven feet Englifh, being equal to one hun-

# The additions and improvements which have been made
in later years, fince the time Mr. Stavorinus vifited Saurh-
ampten, 1768, make the town affume a different appearance
from what is here defcribed. 7.

dred
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dred and ninety-five and a quarter feet Am-
fterdam, and which carried one hundred and
twenty guns *.

Oppofite to Portfinouth, lies the town of
Gojport. The inlet between both, which is
very wide, is ufed for a harbour; its en-
trance is defended by feveral confiderable
batteries. Gofport has many ftreets, and
is crouded with fhops, which in time of
war, and when there are many fhips here,
are much frequented, and very flourifh-
ing.

On a point of land, which is called
Spithead, whence the fame appellation 1is
givento the road before it, where the King's
fhips ride, there is a large and flately
hofpital for the feamen of the navy, which
is kept exceedingly clean and neat, and in
which the fick are treated with the greateft
care and attention.

The 24th of July, the wind becoming
favourable, we weighed anchor in the morn-
ing, and -endeavoured to put to fea, round
the weft-end of the Ifle of Wight, or paft

® The largelt thips in the Dutch navy, are of 94 and
B0 guns; their harbours will fearcely admit of fhips of greater
force, 7.

the
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the Needles; but in the afternoon, we were
obliged, by a change of wind, to let drop our
anchor before Cowes, a town in the Ifle of
Wight, whence a great trade is carried on to
America; and on the 26th, as it began to
blow hard, and the road of Cowes was not
very fafe, we returned again to Spithead.
The next day, on the wind again coming
round to the eaft, we left Spithead, for the
fecond time, but we ftill could not pafs the
Needles; for coming near them, we found
the tide againft us, and the wind too
fcanty to fail out; and we were therefore
obliged to turn back again, and anchored
before Yarmouth, which is a fmall place in
the Ifle of /#ight.

The Needles are high fharp rocks, like
pyramids, fituated at the weftern end of the
Ifle of #ight, and clofe to which fhips muft
fail. On the other fide of the channel, lie
the Shingles, a fand which is dangerous to
be approached too near.

On the 28th of July, however, we were
fortunate enough to clear the land ; but it
was only on the 4th of Auguft, that we left
the Channel, and fteered our courfe, in
order to run in fight of the ifland Porto Santo.

Between
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Between ten and eleven o’clock on the
morning of the 6th, we obferved a re-
markably ftrong aurora borealis, ftretch-
ing from w.N.w. to N.N.e. The tky ap-
peared, in that quarter, perfectly in flames ;
the rays, which fhot forth in a ferpentine
diretion, from the horizon to the zenith,
were inceflant ; and that whole fide of the
heavens feemed to be agitated, and in com-
buftion ; the horizon was clouded, and the
wind northerly, blowing a light gale ; the
greateft heat that day was 65° by Fahren-
hei’s thermometer; and at noon our lati-
tude was 48° 1’ north. For fome days fol-
lowing we had a fteady north wind, with
freth gales, fo that on the 16th of Auguft
we ran in fight of the iflands Ports Santo
and Madeira.  We here found ourfelves
3° 6/, or 39 leagues, more to the eaftward
than our eftimated longitude, fince we
had taken our laft obfervation, on leaving
the Lizard Point. Many veffels make an
eafterly mifreckoning in thefe feas; and it
may, with great probability, be attributed to
the indraught of the currents, in the bend
between Cape Cantin, and Cape St Vin-
cemf, tewards the Straits of Gibraltar.

Much
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Much care ought therefore to be taken in
thefe latitudes, efpecially in the night. The
weather is here likewife often very cloudy,
which was the reafon, that we did not fee
Porto Santo in the morning, till we were
within three or four leagues of it : whereas
it is vifible in clear weather, at the diftance
of eight or nine leagues off.

Porto Sante appears in the w.n.w. with
four high hills, the northernmoft of which
feems as if it were feparated from the
others, but it lofes that appearance, on
failing two or three points farther. We
ran along the ifland at the diftance of a
fhort league, in order to take an accurate
view of it. It is moftly hilly, and had alfo,
through good glaffes, an arid and barren ap-
pearance. It has a fteep rocky fhore all round,
except on the foutheaft fide, where there
is a low inlet or bay, along which fome
houfes are built, There is a great rock on
its north-fide, lying detached from the
illand, which, when it bears w.s.w. per-
fectly refembles a church with a fteeple,
the latter rifing from its {fouthern extremity.
There are, befides this, feveral ocher rocks,

as
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as well under water as above, lying all round
the ifland.

Madeira lies s.w. about fix or feven
leagues from Porto Santo. It is much larger,
and has fome very high mountains. When
abreaft of Ports Sants, you firft perceive a
great hazinefs, very like a thick {moke, to
the s.w. nearly ten degrees above the ho-
fizon, which on a nearer approach is diffi-
pated, and the high land of Muadrira rifes
to view, yet flill enveloped with clouds
halfway downwards from the fummits of
the hills. To the s.E. of it, lie three fmall
iflands, which are very high, but barren and
uninhabited ; they are called the Zbas De-
Jértas, and corruptly by our feamen, the
Serfleros, and are feen at a great diftance.
The fea is not difcoloured round any of thefe
iflands, as is the cafe round many others,
which muft chiefly be afcribed, to there be-
ing no ground, but very clofe to the fhore,
whereby the water retains its azure limpid-
nefs. We found that the variation of the
compafs was here 17° N.w. and the greateft
heat of the day was at the fame time, on
board our fhip, 78°,

The
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The number of fick began now greatly
to increafe. About fixty or feventy of the
crew were already confined to their births,
and four had died. The prevailing dif-
tempers were bilious fevers and {fpafmodic
colics ; although we had but littlg rain, and
no exceflive heat, the thermometer {eldom
rifing above 78°. I therefore now would
not fuffer the men to drink beer, but I
had it mixed with their barley-porridge in
the morning, and only allowed them water
to drink. The confequences of this regu-
lation were very falutary ; for very few fell
fick afterwards, and thofe that were ill re-
covered, though gradually, fo that on ap-
proaching the line, we had but few on the
ficklift.

We now began to fee many flying
fith *, and we frequently made a good
breakfaft, upon fuch as had fallen upon
the thip, during the night, as they fre-
quently do, without being able to raife
themfelves again, and which we found lying
on the deck in the morning. They are
commonly of the fize, and much of the

1] f.rm.r welitans.
thape,
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thape, of herrings, though they are, in ge-
neral, rather {maller than larger ; the head
is fomewhat obtufe, the back blackifh, and
the belly white ; they are the beft bait that
can be put to a hook, for catching of dora-
dos and albicores: they are moftly to be
met with between the tropics, though they
are fometimes feen as far as the thirty-
fecond and thirty-third degrees of latitude ;
yet at this diftance they are but rarely found,
and never wander into hi gher latitudes.

The day after we had loft fight of the
fllands Porto Santo and Madeira, we met
with the fettled north-eafterly tradewind,
with which we fteered to the weftward of
the ifland Palma (the moft wefterly of the
Canary flands), and pailed the tropic of
cancer on the 22d of Auguft, five days after
we had left Porto Santo and Madeira, The
greateft heat on the day we pafled the tropic
was 784°,

On the 27th, at about three o’clock in
the morning, we came in fight of the Iffe
de Sal, one of the Cape Verde iflands, We
had for three days been accompanied by a
number of landbirds, among which were
many {wallows ; and thefe kept clofe to us

till
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till we came in fight of land, and then
they left us.

The ifland Sa/ is not very high, except
on the north-fide, where it is diftinguithable
by three hills, the northernmoft of which
is the higheft. The land to the fouthward
of thefe eminences is middling low, and
flopes into the fea, at the s.. point. The
latitude of this point was, by obfervation,
16° 34’ north; and the variation of the
compafs 10f degrees n.w. The thermo-
meter on board ftood that day, at two
o'clock p.m. between 83° and 84°. The
ifland appeared to be about three or four
leagues in length, and full half as broad.
There is a very dangerous reef, that extends
out from its north-fide, but it feemed elfe-
where to be tolerably bold and fafe.

About fix or {feven leagues nearly fouth of
Ifle de Sal, lies the ifland Bona Viffa, which
is almoft one-third larger, and rather lower,
than the former : it has two eminences of a
middling height, that appear diftintly upon
it. There are two reefs, one at the north-
fide, and one at the fouth-fide, which ftretch
out to the eaftward, and which are both
very dangerous. The Eaft-India Company’s

thip
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thip Leimuiden, was wrecked on one of them
in the year 1769. Both thefe iflands ap-
peared very barren ; and Bona Vifla feemed
fandy, being here and there interfperfed
with low fandhills.

We found ourfelves, by obfervation, at
thefe iflands, 124 leagues more to the weft-
ward, than our eftimation, fince our laft ob-
fervation of the longitude off Madeira. The
light winds and high-running fea, prevented
us from pafling to the eaftward of the ifland
Bona Vifla ; and we were at laft obliged, in
order to avoid the danger of touching upoen
the reefs, to run between that ifland and Sal,
after we had fpent four-and-twenty hours in
vain attempts to weather Bona Vifla. On
the 28th, in the evening, we loft fight of
thefe iflands, and direéted our courfe towards
the line.

The northeaft tradewind failed us two
days afterwards, and changed to fouth and
s.8. w. which was exaltly in our teeth.
We were then in 134“ of north latitude. .
Thefe variable winds were frequently ac-
companied by violent thunderftorms and
heavy thowers of rain, of which we availed,
in order to fill our empty watercafks, o that

this
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this neceflary element could be more liberally
diftributed to the crew; and which was of
great benefit to them, on account of the
encreafing heat of the weather. Yet we
had not much calm, till we again came
into the courfe of the fettled foutheaft
tradewind, and we had hardly any fick on
board. 'We were moftly encountered by
thunderftorms, about the time of the rifing
and fetting of the moon, which feems to
have more influence on the weather, within
the tropics, than without them. The in-
{trutions which are put on board of our
Eaft-India Company’s fhips fay, that in
thefe feas, the wind veers to the northward,
at the new and full moons: this, however,
we never experienced; but, on the con-
trary, we met, at thofe times, with hard

les from the s.w. which were fometimes
accompanied by a lowering fky, and violent
fqualls. The nearer we approached to the
line, the more fith we had about the fhip,
of which we caught large quantities; do-
rados, albicores, and likewife bonitos, fharks,
and others ; which afforded a moft welcome

and agreeable refrethment to the feamen.
The
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The dorade, or john-doree*, is one of
the moft delicious feafith that is caught.
It is long and flat, and covered with very
fmall feales. It is from four to eight feet
in length; but I feldom faw any caught
that exceeded fix feet, and ten or twelve
pounds in weight. The head is obtufe and
round, and immediately behind it is the
broadeft part of the fith, while the body is
thin and narrow, tapering until it reaches
the tail. When this fith appears near the
furface of the water, it fhines with a moft
lively mixture of various colours, blue,
green, filver, and gold. It fwims with
great velocity, and darting at its prey, the
flyingfith, it is fometimes feen to leap fe-
veral feet out of the water, Although the
dorado is the fineft fifh that is caught at fea,
it is yet {fomewhat dry eating. The tail
roafted is very good, and taftes much like a
roafted cod’s-tail.

The dolphin §, which 1 fuppofed to be
the male of the dorado, has the fame thape
and tafte, but is not adorned with fuch mag-
nificent colours,

* Fabir, a fpecies of zeur. t Coypbana bigpuras.
The
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The albicore * is a bulky fith, with a
tharp head, thick belly, and thin tail. The
back is of a dark-brown hue, and the belly
is white. Its fleth is firmer than that of
the dorado, but it is drier, and has not fo
fine a flavour : it is neverthelefs very tafte-
ful food for a failor., We caught feveral
albicores that weighed upwards of fixty and
feventy pounds, and which ,we had fome
difficulty to drag on board by the line.
They never {wim alone, but always a num-
ber together. They are caught by a hook,
or are ftruck with a harpoon. They do not
only prey on the flyingfith, but likewife
on all other {mall fithes. We one day had
a diverting fight of their manner of pur-
fuing their prey :—we faw, at fome dif-
tance, a large number of albicores, that
{wam, as it were, in a circle, and beat the
water with their tails with great force,
while in the middle, we perceived a great
quantity of {mall fith ; on approaching near-
er, we found that they leflened the circle
gradually, and all the little fearful fithes
were thus preffed clofe together, till in the
end they fell a prey to their enemies. Thefer

* A fpecies of fomber,
{mall
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{mall fithes, which were fhaped like finelts,
were often in fuch quantities near the fhip,
and cfpecially at the ftern, that the men
took whole bafkets’ full ; and after letting
them lie two or three days in falt, they eat
them like anchovies. Whenever we faw
them, we were fure likewife to obferve
their followers, the dorados and albicores.

The bonito * appears, both with refpect
to fhape and tafte, to be the fame fith as
the albicore, the only difference being that
the former is much lefs. I believe that the
fame fith, which when young is called a
bonito, when it grows older and larger, ac-
quires the name of albicore ; at leaft, I could
not perceive that they differed in any thing
but in fize,

When the weather was fine and calm,
we now and then caught a fthark, but more
for the fake of the fport than for culinary
purpofes, to which this fith is very little
adapted ; yet the tail fometimes affords a
meal to the failor; but it muft always be firft
trodden upon, or otherwife bruifed, till a
light foam exudes from it The fhark is
a voracious and earnivorous animal, and

* Scomber pelamys,
catches
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catches at, and devours every thing within
its reach. It is highly dangerous, for thofe
who may have the mifchance to fall over-
board, and for fuch as bathe or {fwim in
places where it inhabits. Its prey would never
efcape, were it not for the difficulty which
the thark has to catch it, from the fituation
of its mouth : this opens, as it were, under
the throat, the fhout protruding eight or
ten inches farther; fo that, when the fhark
approaches its prey, it {wims dire€tly under
it, and is obliged to turn on its back, and
then fuddenly fnaps at it, and fwallows it
whole. The mouth is very wide and broad,
and is furnithed with a triple row of teeth,
which all fit into each other, and cut every
thing in two that comes between them. I
have feen an iron crow, which had been
thruft into the mouth of one of thefe animals,
and in which the marks of the teeth were
plainly to be feen. Its greateft force is in
its tail. When caught, it beats the water
with its tail, and makes it foam ; and when
hauled on deck, it would break, by its
means, the limbs of any one who might
venture to approach too near. Its fkin is

very hard and rough, efpecially when dried.
It



[ 22 ]

It appears on the back and fides of a dirty
green colour. It is commonly caught by a
large hook, faftened to a double or triple
braflwire of four or five feet in length, for
cordage of any kind would be immediately
bitten afunder ; this braffwire is attached
to a long and ftrong cord, which is made
faft on board ; about fix feet* above the hook,
a piece of wood is fixed to the line, which
ferves to keep the hook fteady, and this is
baited with a piece of pork or beef. As
foon as the fhark has taken the hook, it
muft have free play with the line, particua
larly if it be a large one, which is eafily per-
ceived, the water of the ocean being very
clear and tranfparent ; after which the line
muft be foftly drawn in again, and fuccef-
fively veered out, whenever the fhark begins
to pull, till in the end its forces be ex-
haufted ; it muft then be hoifted on board by
ropes round its body, and killed, or ftunned,
by repeated blows on the head with hand-
fpikes or iron crows, when the tail can be
cut off without any danger. The fhark has
generally five, fix, or more, {uckingfith #
banging to it, which will not let go their

# Echeaeir remore,

hold,



[ 23 ]

hold, and which require a degree of force
to pull them off.

Befides the fuckingfith, there is another
fith that accompanies the fhark ; it is called
the pilotfith *, becaufe it is fuppofed to con-
duét, or pilot, the fhark to its prey. This
fith is much lefs eafy to be caught than the
thark itfelf; yet we were fortunate enough
to ftrike enc with an eelfpear, for they never
bite at a hook. It was eight inches in
length, and ftriped tranfverfely with dark-
blue and white lines, of about an inch broad,
running round its body like fillets. It
weighed about two pounds, and was very
nice eating, and not o dry as other feafith.

After much difagreeable delay, we at laft
got into the s.E. tradewind, on the 17th of
September, in the north latitude of three
degrees and a half; and on the 22d, in the
evening, we paffed the equator, on the
fame day and hour that the fun. entered the
fouthern figns ; the heat of the weather by
the thermometer was 77°, and our longi-
tude, by eftimation, fix degrees and a half
weft of Temeriffe.

* Gaferofiens dudter,
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On the 3oth, we were in the latitude of
Cape St. Augufline, and on the 6th of Oc-
tober, we had paffed the Abrolbos. The for-
mer is the eaftern extremity of Brazil. If
once one falls below, or to the weftward of
this cape, it is not an eafy matter to double
it, without again crofling the line, to en-
deavour to get into the track of the wefterly
winds, in the thirty-fourth or thirty-fifth
degree of north latitude, and then running
with them {o far to the eaft, as to get into
the proper courfe for paffing the line again;
cafes of this kind are not unfrequent, The
Abrolbos are an affemblage of fands and
rocks, fome of which are above water, and
fome under; they lie in about eighteen
degrees fouth latitude, and extendout to fea
full twenty leagues from the land. Ships
coming upon them are in great danger of
being loft, or at leaft of lofing their voyage ;
wherefore the Eaft-India Company dire&
their commanders, on having paffed thefe
dangerous fhoals, to perform a thaukfgiviug—
fervice, and to diftribute a quart of wine
per man to the crew,

The variation of the compafs, in the lati-
tude of Cape St. Augufline, was two degrees

N.W.
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~N.w. and in that of the 4brolbos half a de-
gl'ﬂﬂ N.E.

In 22° fouth latitude, we loft the eafterly
tradewind, and had variable winds, though
moftly from the eaftward, and fometimes
from the north, as far as 30° or 31°, where
the wind became wefterly, Whenever it
blew the leaft to the fouthward of weft, we
experienced a confiderable degree of cold,
and the thermometer did not rife higher
than 53° or §4° in the warmeft part of
the day ; while it was much warmer when
we had northerly, or northwefterly gales.

The fcurvy began now to make its ap-
pearance on board, and in a fhort time
many of the crew became unfit for duty,
and feveral of them died. But the ravages
of the difeafe were not fo great as we
might have expeted, from the length of the
voyage, it being now three months fince we
had left England.

On the 10oth of November, we faw for
the firft time frumpets, or fea-bamboo *, float-
ing on the ocean; this is a thick reed, with
large pointed leaves, and a calyx, refem-=

# Fucns buccinalis,
bling
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bling the mouth of a trumpet, whence it
has its name. We likewife faw petrels *,
and pintados § ; which, although both fea-
birds, never go far from land. The firft,
are about the fize of a common fowl, and
are quite black ; they are very lumpifh, and
fly heavily, and clofe to the water. The
others may, for fize, be compared to a {fmall
goofe ; they are always met with in pairs:
there is another kind that fly fingly, and
go much farther from land ; they are white,
with black fpots. From thefe figns, but
efpecially from the variation of the com-
pafs, having encreafed to 18° n.w. and thus
to within two degrees of the variation in
Table Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope, we con-
cluded that we were not far from that fa-
mous promontory. The variation of the
compafs is the eaiieft, and almoft the fureft,
rule that is obferved by our navigators, to
arrive at the Cape, and to determine the
longitude they are in; for neither folar nor
lunar eclipfes occur frequently enough for
the purpofe, and it is fearcely poffible to
take an obfervation by the fatellites of Ju-

* Preceliariz equinafialiy. t Procellaria capenfis,

1 pittr



[ 27 ]

piter from on board of a fhip, on account
of its continual motion. If the inftrument
be corrett, and the obfervation accurate,
the variation of the compafs may bedepended
upon ; for inftance, in the latitude of Cape
St. Auguftine, on the coaft of Brazsl, when
the northeafterly variation is no longer ob-
fervable, that is, when the needle fhews the
true north, or before it begins to take a
wefterly variation, you may then be affured
that you can double that cape; and in
the fame manner in the latitude of the
Abrolbos ; where there is no danger as long
as the variation is 2° or 3° N.e. Thence
to the eaftward or foutheaftward, the va-
riation encreafes, and the needle progref-
fively turns more to the weft, as far as the
longitude of Madagafear, where, in 39° or
40° fouth latitude, it at prefent, points 2%
to the weftward of the true north ; and
again, from that part, it decreafes in pafl-
ing to the ftraits of Sumds, more and
more, till in 12° or 13° it again fhews
the true north. At the Cape of Good Hope,
the variation was this year full 201° x.w.
The wefterly variation augments every year,
and it has for fome time been found, that

at
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at Paris, its annual increafe amounts to 10§
minutes or one-fixth of a degree, according
to the Connoiffance des Temps pour I Année
1771.

At laft, on the 17th of November, about
three o’clock, ».M. to our great joy, we
difcovered the land of Africa, near the Cape
¢of Good Hope, the Table Mountain bearing
eaft, about twelve or thirteen leagues off ;.
but it being too late in the day, to attempt
reaching the road, we thought it advifable
to ply off and on, during the night, and
not to try to enter the bay, till the next
day.

We now found that our longitude was
1° 45 or 22 leagues, more to the weftward
than by the thip’s reckoning, fince our laft
obfervation at the ifland Bona Vifla, on
the 27th of Auguft; fo that we had but
a2 fmall mifreckoning for fuch a length of
paflage. The number of dead fince our
departure from Flufbing was thirty ; and we
had fifty-eight on the ficklift, moftly down
with the fcurvy,

The next day, early in the morning,
we carried a prefs of fail, and fteered
towards Tgb/k Bay, between the Walvifch,

- o
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or Whale Rock, and the Lin's-tail; but
owing to its falling calm, it was not till
four o’clock, p.m. that we reached the
anchorage in the inner road, and faluted
the fort with thirteen guns. We found
lying at anchor here the Eaft-India Com-
pany’s Hoy, the Swuelbeid (the Speed), and a
French fhip, bound to the ifland Bourbon.
On entering the road, the land has no very
agreeable afpeét, appearing only to be fteep
and rocky mountains, nearly deftitute or
verdure, while the fort and town of the
Cape are not feen, till very near the an-
choring-ground. But of the feveral par-
ticulars relative to the Cape, I fhall fpeak
more at large in my obfervations, at the clofe
of my journal.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 11,

Care or Goo» Hore.—Fourney up the Tanre
Maowntain.— Fine Profped? from its Summit. —
Arrival of the SwaLLow, Captain CARTERET,
at the Cape, from the South Seas.—Departure
frem TaBLE Bay.—The Ilfiand St. Pavy. —
AMSTERDAM Jland.—Singular Noife coming up
out of the Sea—Vilent Storms.— ENGANO.—
Reer Jland—The bigh Land of SumaTrA.—
Entrance into the Straits of Suxpa.—Iflands of
KraxeTrav, Dwars 1x pExn Wee, Warexs
Vax Hoory, ONRUST. — Aichorage before
Batavia.

NGT long after our arrival at the Cape
of Good Hope, 1 had the curiofity to afcend
the Table Mountain, the difficulty of which,
I was affured, would be well compenfated by
the pleafure, the jaunt would afford me,
Accompanied by three other gentlemen,
who were atuated by the fame motives,
and provided with fome provifions and a
guide, I fet off upon this excurfion, about
half paft two in the morning, from Cape-
town, which is fituated at the foot of the
mountain. The road thither, led along fome

gardens,
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gardens, which the inhabitants of the town
had laid out here and there, as a kind of
rural retreats. For {fomething lefs than half
an hour’s walk beyond thefe, the way was
cafy, and the acclivity little ; farther on it
began to be more fteep, running along a
narrow ridge of the mountain, which end-
ed about halfway up abruptly, againft the
fide of a precipice. This place, the inhabi-
tants of the Cape call the Krants, or
Wreath., We arrived there at funrife, be-
ing about half paft four, and made a reft-
ing place of it. This ridge was formed, on
either fide, by correfponding fteep and pro=
found hollows. On the right hand, mur-
muring over the pebbles, which abounded
in the hollow, ran a rivulet, whofe fource
was at the fummit of the mountain, and
which fupplies the town with water. The
ridge itfelf was nearly overgrown with un-
derwood, which was formerly the refort of
wild beafts, although none at prefent inhabit
it ; at leaft we neither faw nor heard any
thing of them.

Hitherto the afcent was not very difficult,
but the path now began to be very pre-
cipitous, and fo narrow, that it was fome-

times



[ 32 ]

times not above two feet broad. There
were feveral places, which we had to clamber
up, which deviated little from a perpendicu-
lar line. On our left, we had a wall of
fteep rocks, heaped, as it were, in mafles
upon cach other; and on the other fide, a
deep chafm, into which it was both tre-
mendous and dangerous, to venture a look.
In climbing up, we had to hold ourfelves
faft by the thrubs, which grew up from
between the interftices of the rocks; and
the labour and fatigue of the afcent, generally
obliged us to take breath, whenever we came
to a place that allowed us leifure. The
higher we came, the more difficult we found
the path, fo that we had in the end, much
to do to hold faft by the fhrubs, to prevent
our falling down from the dreadful height,
and being dafhed to piecos. Sometimes,
when we met with large ftones, and had
room to look about us, we rolled them
downwards, and following them with our
eyes, perceived them in their fall, fuccefs
fively loofening many others, and heard
them together clattering with a horrid noife
down the fteep fides of the chafm. We
fometimes likewife met with large malffes

of
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of ftone, of full twenty feet {quare, which
had been torn from the mountain, and lay
difperfed in different fituations down its
fide. The ground on which we trod, con-
fifted in nothing but loofe ftones, heaped
upon each other; the fharp fides and angu-
lar irregularities of which, greatly added
both to the danger, and to the difficulty of
the afcent. If one of thefe was loofened,
many others followed it, and rolling away
from under the foot, threatened to hurry the
unwary traveller down the abyfs along with
them, unlefs,with a firm hand, he could grafp
the friendly fecurity of fome neighbouring
deeprooted fhrub.

It was half paft feven when we got to
the top of the Taé/e Mountain, and found
ourfelves on the level fummit, which is pe-
culiarly called the Table; and from the flat
appearance of which, feen from below, the
whole mafs has its name.

We here enjoyed the fineft profpeét that
imagination can conceive. Both wind and
weather were favourable. The fky was
unencumbered with clouds, and the fun-
beams were uninterrupted. Our view on
one fide was bounded by the mountains of

Hottentot
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Hottentot Holland. To the fouthward, we
beheld the breakers foaming along Fualfe
Bay, as far as its eaftern poiat, and againft
Roomans Rock * which lies in it. Between
this extenfive inlet, and the Table Moun-
tains, appeared the vineyards of Confantia.
A little farther was Hout, or Wood Bay ; and
turning more to the weftward, the Lion's
Mountain, of which that part called the
head, although of a great height, appeared
to us like a hillock, on account of the much
greater altitude of our fituation : it feemed
to lic almoft under our feet, notwithftand-
ing it is near tep thoufand feet from the
Table Mountain; the Lion's-tarl, which is
more than one thoufand feet high, was
fcarcely diftinguifhable from the plain. The
fineft fight was that of Table Bay. Rob«
ben, or Seal Iland 1> which lies in the mid-
dle of the bay, though it is three miles in
circumference, {carce feemed as many feet.
The mafls of the thips which were in the
bay, could with difficulty be difcerned ;

* Reomass Rock, fo called, from a kind of red fith, named
reémans or red memy by the inhabitants of the Cape, which

abound in Fal Bay. They are excellent cating, and feem
to be a fpecies of muller. 7

1 This is called Penguin Ifand, in our meps. 7.

while



[ .35 ]

while their yards and tackling were in no-
wife diftinguifhable. The fmaller veflels
and boats appeared like fpecks; yet Daffen,
or Badger Ifland*®,was perfeétly vifible. Cape-
town, upon which we looked direély down,
appeared a {mall fquare, in which we could
diftinguifh the divifions into ftreets, but none
of the houfes or buildings, the church ex-
cepted ; which, however, was alfo hardly
difcernible ; and the fort, which lies at a
little diftance from the town. It is difficult
to defcribe in how {mall a fpace the whole
of the above, and the circumjacent country
feemed to be comprefled. The view down
that fide which we had afcended, was in
the higheft degree frightful ; appearing like
an overhanging precipice. The profpett of
defcending again that way, was by no means
alluring, yet there was no other pratticable
path.

The air, at this height, was very cool
and rarefied, notwithftanding the fun fhone
very bright, and it was in the fummer-feafon

# This is improperly called Coney Ifland, in cur maps:
it has its name from the quantities of a {pecies of Guinea-rat,
or the cawia capenfir, with which it abounds, and which are
wrongfully called doféx or badgers, by the people of the

Cape. T. A
in
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in this country. At Cape-town it was a
warm day, for the thermometer then ftood at
80°. We caufed the flaves, whom we had
brought with us, to colle&t fome bruthwood,
and lighting a good fire, we fat round it, and
had a comfortable dinner.

Having thus refted for fome time, we af-
terwards walked over part of the Table,
which took us an hour and a half., Its fur.
face is not perfe@tly level; for there are
here and there rocky irregularities, though
feldom exceeding a man’s height above the
plain. This confifts in many places of bare
rock, lying in firata, and undulated like the
waves of the fea. On the n.&. and S.E.
fides the interftices of the rock are filled
with a ftony kind of earth, and produce
various kinds of flowers, with which we
were unacquainted ; fome of them afford.
ing a grateful odour, and others fmelling
very difagreeably . We were fome time
fearching for the fithponds, which we had
been told were formerly found on the fum-

* Dr. Tuuwssnc mentions, as growing on the fummit of
the mountain, the following rare and beautiful flowers, orchis
graudifiera, ferapias tubularis, Sferapias milalesca, and the blue

difa lengicornis ; the firft and Lift of which he never could
meet with any where clfe, 7.

mit



Ioar i

mit of the mountain, but met with nothing
of the kind. In the chinks and hollow
places of the rock, however, we found fome
very {weet frefh water, which had a yel-
lowith appearance, and which probably had
been lodged there by the denfe clouds
which cover the Table when the wind
blows from the s.e. This water refrefhed
us greatly, for we had not taken any with us

from the town, and were extremelythirfty.
Several fpots, where a little earth had
been collected, produced a kind of reedy grafs,
with fharp points, and growing tolerably
high, interfperfed likewife with flowers, as
beforementioned. To the fouth and fouth-
eaft, the Table has a {enfible flope, but it
is alfo on thofe fides bounded by a precipitous
defcent of feveral hundred feet, with over-
hanging rocks, and black protuberant maffes,
{o that it is here utterly impoffible to be fcaled.
Having remained for the fpace of full
four hours on the fummit of the mountain,
we began our defcent a little before noon ;
having proceeded downwards for about half
an hour, we arrived at a cavity in the rock,
which we had overlooked on our afcent, and
which being fhaded by a part which jutted
out
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out 2 good way, formed a pleafant grotto.
The ground was covered with fhort grafs.
A limpid jet of fweet water, of about an
inch in breadth, fprang from the rock at
the back of the grotto. We refted upon
the foft verdure for about half an hour, and,
confuming our remaining provifions, again
fet forward on our return.

The danger and difficulty we found in
defcending, were even greater than when
afcending the mountain. Obliged to look
carefully around us, where to fet our feet,
we could not avoid beholding at the fame
time the dreadful abyfs before us, which
was {ufficient to make the fteadieft head
giddy. The leaft falfe flep was much more
dangerous than before ; for while we were
clambering upwards, we could fecure our-
felves by holding by the fhrubs, but now
we could not do fo, without going back-
wards, which, indeed, we were fometimes
obliged to do. As for fliding down over
the loofe and fharp ftones, that feemed to
us, not only more dangerous, but alfo im-
pratticable. At half paft two o’clock, how-
ever, we reached the flat rock, as it is call-
ed, in fafety, ‘This is a long and level

fpace
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‘pace of rock, about two-thirds up the
mountain, over which the rivulet which
nifes at the top of the chafin guthes down-
wards.

We refted here again for a fhort time,
and refrefhed ourfelves with a draught of
the clear fountain-water. We then, pro-
ceeding farther, entered an eafier path than
that we had purfued in the morning, on our
afcent, and returned to Cape-town about
four o’clock in the afternoon. The whole
of the next day we could fcarcely move
either arms or legs, in confequence of the
ftiffnefs of our joints, contratted by the fa-
tigue we had undergone ; and for a week af-
terwards, we felt great pain in our thighs,
whenever we attempted to walk, even along
a level ground.

Shortly after this, there arrived at the
Cape of Good Hope, an Englith veflel,
the Swallow floop, commanded by Captain
CarTERET, who had failed round the
world, having left Spithead in the month
of Auguft, 1766, and paffing through the
ftraits of Magellan, had traverfed the Pa-
cific Ocean ; and after having ftopped fome
time at Macaffer, had touched at Batavia,

and
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and now made the Cape, on his way home.
Only fifteen of the crew had died during
the whole voyage, and the moft part of
thefe met their fate between Batavia and
the Cape,

They kept the objett of their voyage a
profound fecret. All I could difcover re-
fpecting them was, as I thought, that their
longeft ftay had been at the ifland of Fuan
Fernandez *,

Having received back our fick, who were
but half recovered, from the hotpital, and
the ftrength of the reft of the crew being
recruited, by a daily refrefhment of good
beef, greens, and bread, we left Table Bay
on the 12th of December, with two hun-
dred and eighteen hands, to proceed on our
voyage to Bafavia, the chief fettlement of
the Dutch in India. The foutheafterly
wind, with which we had left the bay,
veered to the fouthweft as foon as we were

* Captain CarTeaxr flayed about a week at Mafafuers,
a fmaller ifland, and near that of }uufmﬁ.,having un-
expeftedly found the latter inhabited and fortified by the
Spaniards. If we except the time he remained at Macafer,
repairing his thip, and refrefhing his crew, which was up-
wards of five months, his longeft ftay was at New Britainy and
the other iflands to the eaft of New Guimea. 7.

out
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out at fea. 'We were, in confequence, three
days tacking about, in vain, before we could
double the Cape. The 15th, however, the
wind came round to the N.w. and we fteer-
ed to the fouth, and afterwards in an eafter-
ly direction, in order to double the Cape of
Anguillas, and to pafs the reef of the fame
name. We found, however, that our fhip
was very leaky, and we were obliged to
keep the pumps almoft continually a-going,
efpecially when we carried any more fail
than ufual.

On the 20th, we faw a lunar rainbow,
which was very clear and light, but had no
diftinét colours. On the 24th, we met
with a violent ftorm from the s.w. which
continued to the next day, with a tre-
mendous highrunning fea; fo that we
were obliged to lie by, as we made much
water, and we could no longer ftem the
force of the mountain-waves. The wind
was accompanied by hail, and fome hail-
ftones fell upon the fhip, which were as
large as a pigeon’s egg. While lying by,
the mizen-topfail, which was the only
piece of canvafs ftanding, in order to keep
the fhip’s head fteady, was torn out of the

braces ;
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braces ; and we were obliged to fet a reeved
mizenfail, though we were every moment
afraid to fec the maft come by the board,
as it was very unfound: yet it fortunately
ftood out the gale. At the fame time the
water gained upon our leaks very faft, by
the fevere ftraining of the veflel againft the
waves, fo that we were forced to pump al-
moft inceffantly.

On the 25th, the weather became calmer,
and the fea fmoother. We then again put
before the wind, and purfued our voyage
towards the eaft.

When the ftorm was over, we found that
all our fpare fails were foaked, and a great
part of our bread {poiled by the feawater ;
the principal feams were likewife, almoit
every where, wrenched fo far open, that in
{ome places they would admit a man’s hand :
this, however, we repaired as well as we
could.

On the 10th of January, 1769, we faw a
great number of gulls, and in the evening
feveral feals, fhearwaters, and black land-
birds. Hence we concluded, that we were
not far from the ifland Sz. Pau/; though,
according to our computation, it lay 8o

leagues
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leagues farther. For two days we had not
been able to obferve the wvanation of the
compafs, on account of the cloudy weather,
by which the fun was wholly obfcured.
We however, at noon, obferved our lati-
tude, and found that it was exaly that
of the abovenamed ifland. The fky was, in
the afternoon and evening, very thick, by
a continual rain ; and having, therefore, fo
little light, I direted our courfe to be al-
tered two points from the eaft, to E.s.E. In
order to run down out of the latitude of
the ifland, which proved the means of our
prefervation ; for at half paft ten at night,
we had a glimpfe of the land, clofe upon our
fide, fo that it even feemed to hang over
us; but having got to windward of the
ifland, we were enabled to run off fhore
before the wind, in a foutherly diretion,
which we did, till we were at the diftance
of two leagues from the illand, and we
then fet our courfe again towards the
eaft.

This ifland, and that of Amferdam, which
lies fifteen leagues to the northward, are the
only known iflands in the fouthern Indian

Ocean
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Ocean below the tropic of capricorn *,
They are not large, but pretty high, par-
ticularly S§7 Paul, which is vifible, in a
clear day, at the diftance of nine or ten
leagues.

The Eaft-India Company fent two fhips
to thefe iflands in the year 1726. They
were uninhabited. There was frefh water
on both, and on that of §¢. Paul a hot {pring
of mineral water. There was good anchor-
ing-ground on the north fides of both, and
the fea around them abounded in fith, I
did not find that any veflels had vifited them
fince that time; they lie at 400 or 500
leagues diftance from the continent +

I direéted little fail to be made during the

* In the fubfequent voyages of M. pe KrrcueLew, M.
M. Mar1ot and CrozeT, and Captain Coox, thofe navi-
gators difcovered other iflands in this tra& of the ocean, con-
fifling in a large ifland, called Kerguelen's=land, in about 48°
fouth latitude, and 64° zo* eaft longitude from Greenwich,
and fome {mall iflands, in three different places, about the la-
titude of 461% and 471%, and longitudes 37°, 46i°,
4819 eaft from Greenwich. 7.

+ The moft recent, as well as the moft accurate, account
of thefe iflands, is to be found in Sir GEoxcE STavunTON'S
Account of Lord Macart¥ey’s Embafly to China, whofe
fquadron touched there. 7.

night,
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night, intending in the morning to fteer
again for the ifland, in order to have a near
view of it; but finding at funrife that, as
the fky remained overcaft, and the heavy
rain continued, there would be fome danger
in doing this, for want of a fufficiently clear
view, I defifted from the attempt, in order
not to expofe the thip unneceffarily.

Shortly afterwards, about fix o’clock, there
arofe a found juft like the groaning of a
man out of the fea, near the fhip’s fide.
When I firft heard it, I thought that fome
one of the crew had been hurt between the
decks, and I fent the officer of the watch
down to fee what was the matter. The
men, however, who were on deck, told me
that they had heard this noife arifing, as it
were, from out of the water feveral times
before; and I then perceived it to be as
they faid; for going on the outfide of the
mainchains, I plainly heard it ten or twelve
times repeated. It feemed to recede pro-
portionably as the fhip advanced, and leffen-
ing by degrees, died away at the ftern. 1
fuppofe that it was perhaps occafioned by a
fealion, that might be near the fhip, as
many of thefe animals were faid to have

been
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been feen on the ifland Sz Pau/, although
we perceived nothing like any animal. About
feven o'clock, the gunner, who came to
make a report of fome matters of his de-
partment. to me, informed me, that on one
of his India voyages, he had met with the
fame occurrence, and that a dreadful ftorm
had fucceeded, which forced them to hand
all their fails, and drive at the mercy of the
winds and waves for four-and-twenty hours.
When he told me this, there was not the
leaft appearance of any ftorm ; yet before
four o’clock in the afternoon, we lay under
our bare poles, fcudding before the wind, in
a violent tempeft. The fea ran fo high on
all fides, that at nine o’clock in the evening,
all the cabin windows and hatches were
ftove in, and the water ruthed quite into
the ftateroom. To provide, however, as
much as poffible againft this, we fpread a
fail over the ftern, on which the fea could
break, and which proved of great fervice
to us. Thisblowing weather continued till
the next day, the 12th of January, when
the violence of the ftorm abating a little, we
were enabled to fet our fails again. Fortu-
nately, no material damage was done to our

I mafts
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mafls or yards, but the bread and fail rooms
were again very leaky.

At the fame time we faw a good deal of
floating feaweed, which is generally met
with to the eaftward of the iflands §z. Paul
and Amflerdam. The meeting with feaweed
may ferve as an indication to navigators
(befides the variation of the compafs, which
here decreafes below 19°) that they have
paffed thofe iflands, and are to the eaftward
of them.

On the 14th, having been kept back by
ftorms and contrary winds, we again came
in fight of the ifland S¢. Paul, bearing N.w.
about eight or nine leagues off. The wind
then coming round to the weft, we fteered a
northeafterly courfe, and on the 27th of
January we pafled the tropic of capricorn.

In 34° and 35° fouth latitude, we found
our compaffes quite unfettied, the needles
varying four and five points backwards and
forwards, although there was but little mo-
tion in the fhip, and we were failing but at
a moderate rate.

In 30° fouth latitude, we met with the
s.E. monfoon, or tradewind, with which we
fteered N.N.E. in order to make the land to

the
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the weftward of the ftraits of Sunds, ex-
pefling to meet there with the wefterly
winds.

On the laft day of the month, we had the
{un vertically over us, and the higheft rife
of the thermometer that day was to 81°,
though on the following days it ftood at
83° or 84°.

In 11° fouth latitude, the s.k. tradewind
left us, and changed to weft, with which,
on the 12th of February, we ran in fight of
the ifland Engano. We here found ourfelves
10} leagues more to the eaft, than by the
thip’s reckoning.

This ifland lies in §3° fouth latitude,
about 25 leagues E.s.x. from Prince’s Ifland,
in the ftraits of Sundas. Ships that pafs the
ftraits, .in the wefterly monfoon, generally
run in fight of Engano. It is fix or feven
leagues in length, and not quite half as
broad. It is not high, and can only be dif-
cerned at five leagues’ diftance. It always
appears green, by the trees with which it
is covered. We faw fome breakers on the
weft fide, but none any where elfc. There
are no foundings round it, except on that
fide, where, according to the Indjan Pilot,

there
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there is an anchorage: fome fithermen ia-
habit it, but they are very thy of {trangers.

Immediately on coming in fight of this
ifland, we were overtaken by a. violent
thunderftorm, which was followed by a con-
tinual calm for fome days, fo that we were
not only prevented from advancing, but were
driven by the currents, which fet ftrongly to
the weftward, more and more the contrary
way ; and on the 16th of February, we loft
fight of Engano.

This calm weather ftill continued, and if
we fometimes had a breeze, it came from
the s.k. the very point towards which our
courfe thould have been direéted. Loiter-
ing here againft our inclination, we difcover-
ed on the 2ift, juft before funfet, a low
and fmall iflet, at fcarcely three leagues’ dif=
tance, which we found by our latitude to be
the ifland Mez bet rif, or Reef Ifland ; like-
wife called Drasvig, or Difaflrous Ifland, on
account of thips having formerly been wreck-
ed upon it, by reafon of its fmallnefs. It
was fortunate for us, that we faw it be-
fore dark ; for we thould otherwife have
run much danger of falling upon it during
the night, fince we could not think that

the
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the currents could have fet us fo far to the
weftward, which in five days, fince our laft
obfervation at the ifland Engans, we found
to be full thirty leagues,

Having a foutheafterly breeze, we imme-
diately ran ftraight off from the ifland, to
the E.N.E. but at daybreak the next morn-
ing, we again found ourfelves clofe to it ;
fo that had it remained dark a little longer,
we fhould have been in the greateft dan-
ger, by the ftrong currents which fet to-
wards it. We were therefore obliged, in
order to avoid the difafters with which
thefe continual calms and violent currents
threatened us, to fall below it, out of our
courfe, in order to have fearoom enough.

This place is, as has, already been men-
tioned, both very fmall and very low. At
two leagues’ diftance, it has the appearance
of a grove of evergreens, of about half a
league in length, floating upon the water.
Its fouth latitude is 3° 45, by my own ob-
fervation. The Indian Pilot defcribes it as
having two reefs, one at the fouth, and one
at the north, ftretching out to fea, a league
and a half: but failing round its north end,
about a league from the fhore, and founding

with
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with a line of 150 fathoms, we found no
bottom ; fo that, in this inftance, that book
is not accurate ; yet we faw breakers on
the north fide, as we computed, about a
quarter of a league from the thore.

Our ill fortune was not yet at an end.
‘We daily experienced calms, and contrary
winds, together with heavy thunderftorms;
and in thefe, the lightning was fo incef-
fant, that the whole horizon appeared as if
on fire. We had likewife violent gufls of
wind, that feldlom were above an hour in
duration ; during which, however, it was im-
pofiible to carry any fail; and when we fome-
times attempted to make fome progrefs by
them, our fails were either blown away, or
we were in great danger of lofing our yards
and mafts. When thefe fudden {qualls fub-
fided, they were commonly fucceeded by
dead calms, and the heat was then nearly
intolerable, the thermometer being often at
88°, without the leaft refrefhing breeze, to
mitigate the fervency of the weather. All
this, added to the heavy and violent rains,
which fell every day, occafioned much fick-
nefs among the feamen ; fome of whom,
in a fhort time, paid the debt to nature.

Among

U JUBY
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Among the dead, was my fecond lieutenant.
I experienced myfelf the greateft torture,
from a violent colic, for ten or twelve days,
and the whole duty devolved thus on the
firft lieutenant, who was obliged to be on
deck both night and day, as neither of the
two officers next in rank, were fit for ferving
in the capacities they held, and were even
bardly acquainted with the compafs.

It was not till the 15th of March, that
we got fight of land. At eight o'clock,
A.M. on that day, we difcovered the high
land of Sumatra’s weft coaft *, and at noon
made the Keszers Piek, or Pike of the Em-
peror, being a lofty, fpiry mountain fo call-
ed. Taking a good obfervation here, we
found that the currents had driven us 6o
leagues to the weftward, fince the 16th of
February, though they otherwife, in thig
time of the year, moftly fet to the eaft.

On the 16th of March, at noon, we en-
tered the ftraits of Sunda, having the Flas

* The part of Sumatra here meant, though, in fad, the
{outheaft end of the ifland, is denominated by the Dutch, as
above, Sumatra’s welt coaft, on account of jts relative welterly

fituation, with refpedt to their chicf fettlements at the eaft end
of Java. T,

Puint
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point of Sumatra on the one hand, and
Princes land on the other. I fhall fpeak
more at large of both places, in the ob-
fervations which I have already mentioned.

Towards the evering, we found ourfelves
not far from the ifland Kraketau. The wind
now gathering into a ftorm from the weft-
ward, and the rain rendering the fky very
hazy, we refolved to lie by during the
night, not having fufficient light to proceed.
Making fail again at daybreak, we came at
noon abreaft of the ifland Dwars in den Weg,
or Middle Ifle. The guard ftationed at .4n-
jer, in behalf of the Company, came on
board of us here, and I difpatched a letter
by him, to the governor general at Ba-
tavia, and one to the commandant at Ban-
tam, requefting to have fome refrethments
fent on board for my people. About eleven
o'clock at night, we anchored abreaft of
the point of Bantam, near the ifland Pan-
jang.

We received, the next morning, the re~
frefhments we had afked for : they confifted
in an old buffalo, the fleth of which was fo
tough, that no boiling would foften it, fome
very indifferent vegetables, and forty fowls.

For
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For this fcanty provifion, the Eaft-India
Company were charged one hundred gil-
ders *,

In the afterncon, the wind being wefter-
ly, we weighed anchor, and at funfet, came
to an anchor again, near the iflands called
De Wapens van Hoorn, or The Arms of Horn;
for it is very dangerous to fail in the night-
time along this coaft, becaufe of the fhoals
and rocks, which are fcattered all the way,
under the furface of the fea,

At funrife, on the 1gth of March, we
again got under weigh, and paffing, a little
after noon, the ifland Onrufl, we caft anchor
about four o'clock, r.m. in the road of Ba-
favia., The admiral, or flagfhip, returned
our {alute, of thirteen guns, with five, and I
immediately went on fhore, to wait upon the
governor general, in order to inform him
of my arrival, and give him an account of
my voyage. His excellency, however, was
at his country-feat, called Wel te Preeden
(Well-contented), and I accordingly went
thither, to pay my refpects to him.

* About nine pounds flerling, 7%

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IIL

Paffage from BATAVIA fo BANTAM.—Situation
of Bantam.—Defeription of the cizy.— The Paj-
céhaan.—The Mofque.—The King's Palace, and
Fort DiaMoND.—Religion—Fort SPEELWYK.
~—Company's Officers.— D:pendencies of the Com-
mandery at BANT AM.—Pepper taken on board —
Weights—Vifit to fome remarkable Places witheut
#he City.—Vifit to the King of BANTAM.— A, count
of bis Court, and our Entertainment there—Tbe
King's Praceffion to the Mofque.—Cargo completed.
Departure from BantaMm.—dAnchorage at the

dfiand ONRUST,

HﬂVING difcharged the cargo of the fhip,
and taken in ballaft, I received orders from
the governor general, to go to Bantam, to
take a cargo of pepper on board. My de-
parture was fixed for the 1oth of May, and
I was likewife direéted to hoift an enfign at
the maintop, as foon as we were out of
fight of the road of Batavia, becaufe Mr.
Van TesT, fenior merchant, and ex-com-
miflary of inland affairs, together with Mr.
D MEevER, counfeller of juftice, and fome

more



[ 56 1

more company, both ladies and gentlemen,
were on board, and were to go the voyage
to Bantam with me; although this mark of
diftinction was not properly due tg any one
of them, unlefs they had been on commiflion
in behalf of the Company’s government,
which was not the cafe.

We accordingly failed on the appointed
day, the roth of May, having on board
eight chefts of money, containing fifty thou-
fand Spanifh dollars, which were to be given
in payment for pepper, to the king of Ban-
Zam.

At two o’clock, p.M. we anchored abreaft
of the ifland Onruf, as the feabreeze began
to blow pretty ftroug againft us.

We failed again the next day, at daybreak,
and in the evening, caft anchor abreaft of
the ifland called De Graoze Combuis, or the
Great Furnace, whence we fet fail again, on
the 1ath, in the morning, and anchored at
three o'clock, p.m. before the city of Ban-
tam, clofe to a fmall ifland called Her Hl-
landfch Kerkbof, or the Datch church-
yard.

We faluted the Eaft-India Com pany’s
commandery here, with thirteen guns, and

had
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had our falute returned, with the fame
number. Before we reached the road, Mr.
REemnouTs, the commandant at Bantam,
came on board, to welcome the company
who were with me ; and they all went on
thore together, at four o’clock. I foon fol-
lowed them, and Mr. Re1NouTs very po-
litely offered me the ufe of his houfe and ta-
ble, while I remained at Bantam, which I
thankfully accepted.

The gulph or bay of Bantam, bounded by
the point of the fame name, and that of
Pontang, forms a commodious retreat for
thips, large numbers of which may anchor
in itin fafety. Many fmall iflands lie feat-
tered up and down in it; and they afford
an agreeable profpeé to the fhips in the
road. Thefe iflands are all uninhabited, ex-
cept Pulo Panjang, or the Long Ifland, which
1s the largeft, and on which fome fithermen
refide. There is a great plenty of fine fith
here, among which the inhabitants of Ban-
tam prefer one called the Zaalkop, or bald-
bead, which has fome refemblance to cod.
It is at the bottom of the bay that the city
of Bantam is fituated, full a quarter of an

hour’s
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hour’s walk from the feafide. It lies be-
tween two branches of a river, which de-
fcends from the mountains. The diftance
from Batavia is about thirteen Dutch miles®,
ar leagues.

The communication between thefe two
places by land, is very difficult, owing to
the thick forefts, and deep moraffes, which
lie between them. Thefe obftacles render
the road by land, nearly impraéticable,at leaft
for Europeans : for this reafon, people go by
water, making ufe of the land and fea winds,
which feldom fail, and which drive the light
Indian veflels or proas, called fyers, to and
fro, along the coaft, with furpriﬁng celerity.
I was told that they fometimes took up ne
more than four hours in the paffage.

The river of Bantam is only about 170 or
180 feet over, at its mouth, It is likewife
very thallow, {o that at low water, a common
thip’s boat does not lie afloat in it. It is befet
withwooden piles, on both fides, as far as Fort
Speelwyk 5 but they are kept in very indif-
ferent repair, which is a pity, as they would

* A Dutch mile, which they in general call an hour, is
about three miles and 2 half Englith, 7.
be
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be of fervice, to prevent the fhifting of the
fand. At high water, and in {pring tides, it
is from five to feven feet deep, and fmall
Indian veffels can then enter the river.

Though this is called the river of Bantam,
it is properly only a branch of it. The
river itfelf is divided above the town, into
three channels, of which this is the middle
one, the two others run into the fea, about
a league and a half off, on each fide.

Bantam lies in an extenfive plain, behind
which there is a range of high and maffy
mountains, that extend far to the fouth-
ward. I cannot determine refpeting its
fize, not having had an opportunity of
going round it : it muft certainly, however,
be called a large city, for I have often
walked ftraight on for a whole hour, with-
out reaching the end. I did not perceive
any walls or fortifications toward the fea,
nor any on the landfide, except Fort Dia-
mond, in which the king’s palace ftands ;
notwithftanding feveral travellers talk much
about them. You enter the town without
perceiving it, and would rather fuppofe
yourfelf to be in a grove of cocoanut-trees,
than in a city. The houfes, if huts of this

nature
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nature, wattled up with reeds or canes,
plaiftered with clay, and covered with leaves
or affap *, may deferve that appellation, are
fcattered to and fro, without any order or
fymmetry of ftreets, and round each of them
1s a plantation of cocoanut-trees, the whole
furrounded by a paling of {plit bamboo, by
which every family is wholly feparated from
its neighbours,

A quarter ofa league from where the city
begins, towards the mountains, is a large
open field, called the Pafcébaan, where
three roads (for ftreets they cannot be call-
ed, having no refemblance to fuch), leading
from different quarters of the town, unite
to the weltward of the river. This forms
the eaftern, as part of the city does the
fouthern, boundary of the Pafeédbaan, while
the royal mofque is fituated on the north,
and the king’s palace on the weft fide of it.
In the middle of this plain ftands a large
weringa tree -+, which extends its fpreading
branches on all fides, and affords a perpetual

* This is the name given to the leaves of the palm-tree,
med for covering of houfes. 7.
t Crfuarira equifirifolia.
and
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and agrecable thade. At the foot of this
tree, is a grave, covered with a large blue
ftone, in which the body of one of the for-
mer kings of Bantam lies buried, and which
the inhabitants look upon’as a very holy
place, and revere it greatl}'. A little farther
off, on the other fide, is a building, which
refls upon pofts, rifing ten or twelve feet out
of the ground. The roof is fupported by an
appearance of pillars. It is ufed as a place
of circumcifion, for the children of the king;
and on fuch occafions, it is hung round, and
richly decorated, with coftly tapeftry, and
pieces of cloth,

The name of this field, the Pafcébaan, is
that which is given throughout the eaft, to
thofe places where their princes divert
themf{elves, with horfe-races and fimilar ex~
ercifes. All their courtiers and great men
muft then appear on horfeback, and in mag-
nificent apparel, to contend in the races with
the king or his fons ; always, however, with
the provifo, that they yield the palm of vic-
tory to their royal competitors,

The mofque or temple, mentioned above,
ftands at the end of a little pleafant lawn :
it is-furrounded by a high wall, and is almoft

{quare,
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fquare. It has five roofs above each other,
all decreafing in fize vpwards, till the laft
terminates in a point; the eaves of the
loweft, jut out much beyond the walls of
the temple. Clofe by, is a high, but flen-
der, fpire, which ferves, like the minarets
in Turkey, to announce the hours of prayer.
Neither Chriftian nor Pagan may enter
this temple, upon pain of death. Indeed
there is little to be feen in it, as I was in-
formed, more than a parcel of benches, and
a fort of pulpit, in which the king fometimes
performs the fervice as prieft ; as I {hall have
occafion to notice hereafter.

The royal palace, which ftands on the
weft fide of the Pafeébaan, is built within a
fortrefs, which is called the Diamond. This
1s an oblong fquare, eight hundred and
forty feet in length, and nearly half as broad.
It has regular baftions at the four corners,
and feveral femicircular places of arms on
the fides. I counted fixty-fix pieces of can-
non in this fortification, the greateft part
brafs, and moftly heavy artillery, but old,
and few of them ferviceable. The touch-
holes of fome were fo worn away, that a
fmall teacup could eafily be pafled through

them.
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them. There were feveral with the arma
of Portugal, and a few with thofe of Eng-
land; likewife five or fix brafs canuon,
founded by the Javanefe. Thefe laft had
two ftrong iron rings, round the chace, at
the mouth, and two at the chambers, to
fecure the piece from burfting. They ap-
peared to me to be twelve-pounders. The
four baftions point to the four middle points
of the compafs, N.E. s.E. s.w. and N.w. The
walls are built of hard ftone, and are four-
teen or fifteen feet in height. Every expence
relative tothe reparation and keeping in order
of the fort, and of the artillery, muft be de-
frayed by the king, by whofe predeceffors it
was erefted in the latter part of the laft cen-
tury.

The Dutch Eaft-India Company keep a
garrifon in it, confifting of one captain,
three fubalterns, and one hundred and thirty
privates. This force ferves nominally to
defend the perfon of the king from all
hoftile attempts; but, in faét, to have him
always in the Company’s power. None of
his fubjeéts, either high or low, not even
his fons, are allowed to approach his perfon,
without the knowledge of the captain of the

Dutch
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Dutch military, who receives information
refpecting the king’s vifitors, from the guard
at the gate, and tranfmits it, from time to
time, to the commandapt at Fort Speefwyk.
No Javanefe or Bantammer is ever al ow-
ed to pafs the night, within the walls of the
fort.

A wet ditch runs round it, but this would
be a trifling obftacle to the operations of an
European enemy; for it is entirely negleéed,
and in many places almoft dry. On a ftone
over the gate, is an infcription in Dutch, by
which it appears that the fortrefs was built
by one HENRY LouwrENTS, a native of
Steenwyk, in the province of Overyfel. This
man, fearing the confequences of fome crime
or other which he had committed, quitted
the fervice of the Company, and entered
into that of the king of Bantam, who find-
ing he had fome knowledge of fortification,
employed him in building this caftle, after
he had abjured his religion, and embraced
the Mahomedan faith. Fort Dizmond is not
difcernible until one is clofe to it, on account
of the numerous cocoanut-trees with which
the city abounds, and which impede the
view ; we muft, however, except that fide of

it,
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it, that faces the Pacébaan, where it is open
to the eye.

The approach to it, is over a drawbridge,
that is thrown over the moat. Between
this bridge and the gate of the fort, is a
{pace of ground, or efplanade, on the right
fide of which, ftands a large building, with
a fquare roof, open in front and at the
fides, in which the ceremony of crowning
the hereditary prince is performed. On the
other fide are the king’s ftables and coach-
houfes, the former well provided with horfes;
the latter, which are only wooden theds,
contain feveral coaches, which have at dif-
ferent times been prefented to the king,
by the Company, or their governors, and
among which there are fome that are vene-
rably old, and in a tafte truly antique. The
king’s gomgoms, a fort of mufical inftru-
ments, of which I fhall fpeak more at large
in another place, are likewife kept in thofe
theds.

At the gate of the fort, an officer and four
and twenty men, mount guard night and
day. The palace is about twenty paces
from the corps de garde, and is called
Deol'm, which in the Malay language figni-

fies,



L. 66 ]

fics, the inmgff.  This is not a fingle or regtie
lar building, but confifts of many dwellings
united together, and covers nearly the whole
fpace of ground within the fort. In the
centre appears a {quare building, which has
two roofs rifing above each other, to fuch a
height, that it is vifible three leagues off at
fea. It is mottly built of brick, and covered
with tiles, but there is no regularity ob-
ferved, with refpe@ to its architefture, or
fcite. The walls of the kin g's feraglio are
raifed higher than thofe of the fort, to ren-
der it impervious to the eyes of the eurious,
The captain who commanded the garrifor
here, related to mie, that two inquifitive
mortals were once difcovered, attempting to
feale thefe wails, and were nftantly put to
death.

When the king's fons arrive gt the age
of puberty, they do not any longer refide
with their father, but have each their fepa-
rate feraglio or harem. All the fervants of
the palace are women, aud even the atten-
dant guards of the king are of the female
fex ; for, although, when he appears in pub-
lic, he js accompanied by his Bantam life-
guards, yet they are never admitted within

the
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the gates of the fortrefs. Thefe, befides
their ordinary fidearms, criffés or long dag-
gers, are provided with pikes, the iron
heads of which are very long and broad ;
and the king is likewife attended, when he
goes abroad, by a guard of Europeans from
the garrifon.

The religion of the kingdom of Bantam is
the fame as prevails throughout Java, that of
Mahomet.

In what relation this part of the ifland
ftands, with refpect to the Dutch Eaft-India
Company, will appear in another place.

Fort Speelwyk is a fortrefs, which the
Company caufed to be built, during the civil
wars, between Sultan AcoN, king of Ban-
tam, and his fon (in 1682); and it was called
Speelwyk, in allufion to the name of the
then governor general of India, CorNELIUS
Speerman. It is fituated on the eaft bank
of the river, a very little way from its
mouth. It is a fquare, defended at three
of its angles by regular baftions, and at the
fourth, by a demi-baftion. It is mounted
with forty-eight pieces of cannon, of various
calibers. The north, fouth, and weft fides

are covered by a wet ditch, which is, how-
ever,
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ever, neither broad nor deep; and whiclt
has a communication with the river that
wathes the eaft fide. The walls are con-
ftruted of a heavy and hard kind of ftone,
and are thirteen or fourteen feet in height,
but in fome places they are beginning to
decay. In the interior of the fort, there is
an open {quare, planted with trees in the
middle, the fides of which, are formed by
feveral buildings, in which part of the Com-
pany’s fervants refide. Amongft thefe, the
houfe of the commandant is d:ﬁmamﬂ'jabie
above the reft, having lately been hand-
fomely rebuilt, and amply provided with
roomy apartments ; ene of which ferves for
a chapel. The other buildings confift in,
barracks for the foldiery, warchc-ui'ﬁ, &c.
The gate is very near the riverfi de, over
whn:h there is a drawbridge, and oppofite
to itis a prett;,r long ftreet, in which the
Company’s fervants refide, for whom there is
no room in the fort, tegether with 2 few
Chinefe. The garrifon is nearly equal to
that of Fort Diamond, but a confiderable
number are gencrally confined by fi cknefs ;
this place being confidered as even more un-
kealthy than Batavia.

The
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The chief authority, in behalf of the
Company, is here vefted in a fenior mer-
chant, with the title of commandant, who
has likewife the management of the trade,
which chiefly confifts in pepper, and fome
cotton-yarn. ‘This officer, however, is un-
der the immediate controul of the local go-
vernment at Bafavia, whence he receives
orders, and whither he fends reports, nearly
every day; for Banfam is only looked upon
as an outpoft or dependency of Batavia:
whereas other Commanderies, which are
fituated at a greater diftance from the capi-
tal, are only fubje@ to the orders of the
council of India. Yet the commandant
here, has likewife a council, confifting of
the adminiftrator, or fecond in command,
and fome of the fervants of the Company
following next in rank. There is alfo a
fifcal for the purpofe of preventing the il-
licit or fmuggling trade. One Bavarbp,
who filled this office in the preceding year,
had accufed the commardant of having
himfelf engaged in thefe underhand dealings
with the Englith ; but the accufer died in
good time, and the accufed was acquitted

of the charge. The adtual commandant,
J. ReivourTs,
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J. REmnouTs, was a native of Enkbuizen
in North Holland, and had enjoyed the ap-
pointment for fome years. I was told at
Batavia, that he paid great attention to
the Company’s pepper-trade.  Whenever he
goes out in ftate, he is efcorted by a guard,
confifting of one non-cemmiffioned officer
and twelve privates. He is addrefled by
the title of achtbaar heer, or worfhipful fir,
and his inferiors never approach him but
with the deepeft refpect.

To the Commandery of Bantam alfo be-
long the refidencies, or fafories which the
Company poflefs, at Lampong Toulan Bau-
wang, and Lampong Samanca, both fituated
in the fouthern part of the ifland Sumatra.
Thefe are fubordinate or conquered pro-
vinces of the kingdom of Bantam, and yield
a confiderable quantity of pepper annually.
The officers of the Company who refide
there, are chiefly ftationed, in order to keep
a watchful eye upon the fpice, that it do
not fall into any other hands than thejr
own. They have both the rank of book-
keepers, and have each a few foldiers, and
2 non-commiflioned officer with them. The
refident at Toulan Bauwang, had been pub-

licly
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Ixly beheaded at Batavia two or three years
before ; he had caufed one of the grandees
of the king of Bantam, and who was his
deputy there, to be fhot dead in cold blood.
The governor general did all that could be
done to fave his life, but the remonftrances
of the court of Bantam were fo firong and
prefling, that at laft he was obliged to be
put to death. He underwent the punifh-
ment with the greateft fortitude and compo-
{ure.

There are two other outpofts, which are
likewife taken from the garrifon of Bantam,
one at Anfer, or Aniar, and the other at
Feritta, both places in that kingdom, but
each confifts of no more than two men.
They are chiefly fet, for the purpofe of
watching the fhips that arrive, of which
they note down the names, and the places
whence they come, and immediately give
information of them, to the commandant at
Bantam, who, in his turn, tran{mits it to the
governor general at Bafavia. This is done
with refpett to Dutch, as well as to foreign

vellels.
The day after our arrival, the chefts of

money were taken from on board, and car-
ricd
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ried on thore ; part of the ballaft was dif-
charged, and every thing made ready to
fhip the pepper. This was begun to be
effeCted on the 15th of May, and on that
day we took on board, about 70,000 pounds
weight. The delivery of the pepper was
made out of the king’s warehoufes, fituated
near the river, after having been weighed
by one of his fervants, by weights of 250
pounds each, in the prefence of eight or
nine of his snghebées, or princes, who took
an exact account of the whole ; a fervant of
the Company deputed for that purpofe, and
one of my thip’s officers, being likewife pre-
fent, to prevent every kind of fraud. It was
afterwards carried down the river, in flat-
bottomed boats, and put on board, while a
guard was ftationed in every boat, to pre-
vent any pepper being ftolen ; for the Ban-
tammers are greatly addifted to this vice.
Heavy goods are weighed here by 4ars,
each containing three picols, and thefe laft
are eftimated at one hundred and twenty-
five pounds. -

While the loading of my fhip was going
on, I now and then made an excurfion in-
land, together with the Company from Ba-

tavia,
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Zavia, to fome paffar, or market. Iu thefe,
on certain days of the week, all kinds of
goods, but more efpecially the country pro-
vifions, are expofed for fale. We likewife
paid a vifit to a place, fituated about a Dutch
mile and a half out of the city, which is
called Grobbezak. It is an old and very
ruinous four-cornered building, ftanding on
a {quare piece of ground, of about ten or
eleven acres, furrounded with water which is
three hundred feet broad. A bridge formerly
led to this little ifland, the remains of which
were {till to be feen in the water; but at
prefent no one attempts to go over to it, for
fear of the alligators or crocodiles, which
inhabit the water. We, however, faw none
of thefe animals. The natives believe, that
no perfon could live in this building, on ac-
count of the evil fpirits which refide there.
It is, in all probability, a relic of the Portu-
guefe. Sitting on a little eminence oppofite
to it, there isan echo, which plainly repeats
a word five or {ix times,

Another day, we went to view the tomb
of one of the principal faints of the Ban-
tammers, This lay full two Dutch miles
from the city, upon a hill, of about two

hundred
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bundred feet high. Hard by is a little vil-
lage, called Bodjo Nogare. 1t is not far from
the fea, into which the rivulet which runs
clofe to it, difcharges itfelf. There is a
paffer or market, held here every Saturday,
for provifions, cotton-yarn, capok ¥, and
other produétions of the land. At the top
of the hill which is called Vounong Santri,
from the name of the faint, ftands the tomb,
which is made of brick, and is no more
than twelve inches above the ground. At
the head and feet, ftand two cylindrical
ftones, of three feet in height, like fmall
pillars, which the Javanefe cover with a
piece of white cotton cloth, in honour of
their faint. The whole is furrounded by a
kind of low white ftone wall, raifed a little
higher than the tomb. The natives pay
extraordinary refpect to this holy repofitory
of the dead, and would not fuffer any one to

* Cagel, is the denomination given to the <otton, which
inclofes the fred, in the capfule of the filk-cotton-tree (bombax
pentandrum), and is not uled for {pinning, but for making
matrafles, bolfters and pillows. The other cotton is the pro-
duce of a perennial fhrub (7ofpiam berbaceur). Tts feed-
vellels contain 2 very fine cotton, called cagas, which is woven

into an infinite number of corton and callico pieces, of various
degrees of finenefs. T,

commit
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commit an indecorous aétion, or eafe nature,
near it, without fevere punithment. They
are perfuaded, that even if any animal were
to void its excrement upon the tomb, it
would inftantly drop down dead. Their
Jegends relate, that this faint walked dry-
thod over the fea, in the prefence of a mul-
titude of faithful muffelmen, and could pafs
many days and nights, without taking any
kind of nourithment. Clofe by the tomb
there is a fhady tree, round which a cubebs-
plant, which produces the long pepper, twines
its luxuriant branches.

Shortly after our arrival at Bantam, Mr.
Van TEers, and the company that were
with him, had afked leave to pay their re-
fpeéts to the king, and the 17th of May
was fixed upon, for that purpofe.

Accordingly, on that day, three of the
king’s courtiers, magnificently arrayed in
the Javanefe fathion, came to fetch the
company, at the head of whom was the
commandant Reinours, while I likewife
made part of it. The garrifon of fort Spee/-
wyk was under arms, and drawn out in two
files, from the commandant’s houfe to the
gate, whither we had to walk between

them.
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them. Having paffed the drawbridge of
the fort, we found there in waiting, three of
the king’s coaches, with European coach-
men, drefled in his livery, which is yellow,
with red flowers. The deputies from the
court, defired the company to take their
places, in the fecoaches. In the firft, were
feated the ladies of the company; in the
{fecond, was the commandant REeiNovuTs, and
Mr. Van TeTs, efcorted by the ufual guard
of the former, confifting in twelve grena-
diers, and preceded by ten of the king’s
bodyguards; and in the third coach, followed
the reft of the company.

We rode in this order, over the Pafcébaan,
as far as the drawbridge of fort Diamond,
where we left our equipages ; and coming
over the bridge, found part of the fultan’s
bodyguards, likewife ranged in two files, as
far as the gate of the fort. They were
armed with half-pikes, and were naked
down to their middle, which was girded by
a piece of dark blue or blackith cotton
cloth, which came round between their legs,
and hung about half way down their thighs.

While we were paffing between their
ranks, the gomgoms, and other Indian mufical

inftruments,
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inftruments, were played. Coming to the
gate of the fort, we were met by the king,
who took the commandant REiNouTs, and
Mr. Vax TEeTs, by the hand, and led them
in, while we flowly followed in proceffion.
Within the gate, ftood the guard under
arms, and the drums were beat inceflantly.
There were befides two trumpeters ftationed
at the entrance of the palace, and drefled
in the king’s livery, who founded a lufty
peal of wind-mufic.

The entrance to the palace, is through an
arched gateway ; the plaiftering of which
was, in all likelihood, once of a white hue,
but now appeared very black and dirty. It
had, upon the whole, more the appearance
of a prifon than of a regal palace, and gave
me but a very indifferent idea of the infide.
Paffing hence, we came into a large hall,
which feemed, to the eye, to be about fifty-
five or fixty feet in length, and of about
halfthat breadth, with a tolerably lofty ciel-
ing, built archwife, and feemingly wain-
fcoted. The walls were whitewathed, but
looked very dirty, fo that it was eafily to be
feen that little attention was paid to them.
The floor was paved, diamondwife, with

{quare
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fquare red tiles. The light and air were let
i, on the north fide, through three windows,
and two large doors, opening towards the
inner buildings of the court, which wore
likewife not the moft inviting appearance,
The door by which we entered, was at
the lower end of the hall; at the other end,
was another, leading to the remaining apart-
meunts. Near it ftood a couch, covered with
yellow fatin; and alfo a kind of bedftead,
with doors; the whole lacquered in the
Chinefe fathion. A little lower, was an ob-
long fquare table, with a yellow cover,
adorned with red flowers; and on it ftood
three large chafed filver dithes, with firi
leaves, areca nut, and the further requifites
for the preparation of pinang*. Againft
the wall, were two fide-tables, with beau-
tiful marble flabs; and between them, chairs

* Pirang is the name of the kernel of the areca-nut (areca
eatbeen); but it feems likewife to mean, the mixture of the
ingredients they ufe for maftication. The /7 leaves are betel
leaves (piger betel). Yoto one of thefe leaves, a piece of the
areca-nut, which is generally divided into fix parts, one of
which ferves at a time, being put, with a little lime, the leaf
is folded together, and kept in the mouth till all the firength
is drawn out of it.  The univerfality of the pradtice of chew-
Ing betel and areca, throughoft theeaft, is well known. .

of
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of walnut-tree wood, made in the European
fathion.

At the lower end of the room, was a large
mat of {plit rattans, fpread upon the floor,
on which the king’s courtiers, with the
prince, or prime minifter, who had the ad-
miniftration of the empire, at their head,
fat down upon their heels, as foon as we
had taken our places at the table. The
king, having led the two abovementioned
gentlemen into the room, placed himfelf
upon a raifed chair, at the upper end of the
table. Next to him, on the left hand, hav-
ing his face turned towards the windows,
fat the commandant ReinovTs, then Mr.
VAN TeTs, and the other gentlemen of the
company. On the oppofite fide of the table,
on the right hand of the king, fat his firft
queen, the mother of the prince, heir ap-
parent of the crown ; next to her was Mrs.
Vawn Ters, then the fecond queen, then
foilowed the lady fecond in rank of our
company, then the third queen, then again
one of our ladies, and the fourth queen,
and next to her, the laft on that fide, fata
little boy, the fon of Mr. Van TETs.

The two firft of thefe queens feemed to

be
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be already pretty far advanced in years, but
the two others were younger, and, though
fomewhat brown, looked very well; yet I
remarked fome of the female flaves, who
ferved us, who were incomparably hand-
fomer and fairer than any of the four legal
wives of the king. Their drefs too, had not
any thing peculiarly graceful in it, confifting
in long chintz kabays, or robes, of a fuffici-
ent fine quality it is true, but hanging loofe
down to the feet, in the Indian fafhion, as I
thall hereafter more particularly defcribe.
Their hair, which was of a jetty black,
was combed fmooth up over the head, and
faftened behind with a wreath, which is
here commonly called a condé, richly adorned
likewife with gold and jewels. They fat on
chairs, in the fame manner as we do, al-
though this is quite contrary to the general
cuftom of the orientals, who every where
are ufed to fit with their legs croffed under
them. Thefe ladies were very talkative,
and converfed much with ours in the Malay
language, while the chewing of Jetel or pr-
nang was not forgotten, either by the Indian
fultanas, or the Dutch ladies.
The king, who was addreffed by the title
of
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of Touang Sultan, or My Lord the King,
appeared to me to be a man of between
forty-five and fifty years of age. His colour
was a cheftnut-brown, with a friendly coun-
tenance, which was not belied by his man-
ners or behaviour. He had a little beard,
and black hair, curling a little: he feemed
more inclined to fparenefs than to corpu-
lency. His drefs confifted in a long Moorith
coat, made of a certain ftuff, interwoven
with gold, which is manufattured at Surat,
and is called foesfes. This bung down al-
moft to his feet. The fleeves, which were
loofe and wide above the elbow, fet clofe to
the Jower part of the arm, where they were
faftened by a row of fmall gold buttons.
Under this coat, he wore a white fhirt, and
a pair of drawers, that reached down to his
heels, of the fame ftuff as the coat. On
his feet he had Turkifh fhoes drawn on {lip-
fhod, the forepart of which was turned up-
wards; and white flockings on his legs.
His head was covered by a round, and
fomewhat fharp-pointed, cap, of a violet
colour, laced with filver. Behind his chair
ftood one of his female lifeguards, who was
relieved from time to time, armed with a

large
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large gold 4ris, in a fheath of mafly gold,
which fhe continually kept raifed on high;
and which the king, when he ftood up to
conduét us out, took from her, and put un-
der his arm. Two female flaves, one on
each fide, were feated next to him on the
ground. One of thefe, held his tobacco-box
and his betel-box, both of which were made
of gold, and of a pretty large fize. When
he wanted ecither the one or the other, it
was handed to him, wrapped up in a filk
handkerchicf. The other female attendant,
had a golden fpitting-pot in her hand, which
the handed from time to time to his majefly,
as he ftood in need of this utenfil.

As foon as we were feated, pipes and
tobacco were prefented to us; after which
the commandant ReinouTs and Mr. Vaxn
TETs entered into converfation with the
king, on indifferent fubjeds, in the Malay
language. Hereupon the king called the
pangorang, or prince, prime minifter, who,
as | have before mentioned, was fitting at
the lower end of the hall, at the head of the
nobles, to come to him. He accordingly
crept along the floor, till he came near the
king's chair, where he remained ﬁttiug on

the
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the ground, anfwering the queftions which
the king put to him. He often replied
with the word inghs, which is the Javanefe
affirmative, yes; but as I underftood little
of the language which was fpoken, I was
neither edified nor entertained by the dia-
logue.

About half paft eleven o’clock, the cloth,
which confifted in a white piece of cotton,
was laid upon the table; and in a moment
it was provided with a number of {mall
dithes, filled with all kinds of Indian food,
drefled in various manners. The chief in-
gredients of moft of them were, however,
fith and poultry, varied by numerous fauces,
according to the cuftom of the country, of
fugar, vinegar, or tamarinds. A {quare
fcarlet woollen cloth, was laid upon the ta-
ble before the king, and upon this, the difhes
were placed which were defigned folely for
his ufe, and of which he ate heartily. With
regard to myfelf, it was only with the great-
eft difficulty, I could fwallow a part of what
was fet befare me, which was fith preferved
in fugar, and which indeed I fhould not
have touched at all, if politenefs had not

required that I fhould tafte of fomething.
Mr.
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Mr. RerNouTs had taken care to provide
himfelf with a few bottles of wine and beer,
which it would elfe, have been in vain, to
have looked for, at the king’s table, and we
could therefore, now and then, indulge in a
glafs of thofe liquors, during the dinner.

The king frequently broke wind upwards,
during his meal, and his example was affi-
duoufly followed by all the gentlemen in
company, which afforded matter of no little
furprize to me. But I afterwards was in-
formed, that this cuftom, fo contrary to Eu-
ropean notions of decency, was an etiquette
of the court of Bantam, and was affeéted, in
order to thew that one’s appetite was good,
and the vi€tuals tafteful, which was very
pleafing to the king.

After this courfe was taken away, three
large difhes of confectionary and paftry
were put upon the table ; and thefe were
more to my liking than what had pre-
ceded ; but neither the king, nor his queens,
feemed to care much about them.

In the mean time, fome large china bowls
with boiled rice, and fome difhes of fith,
which came from our table, were fet be-
fore the nobles, who were at the end of

the
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the hall, and who fpeedily emptied them,
with continual eruftations, which echoed
through the hall ; after which, they again
fat down as before, upon their heels, each
according to his rank. On their right hand,
but feparate from them, fat the fecond fon
of the king, who feemed to be a youth of
about feventeen or cighteen years of age, of
a good countenance, but fquinting a little.
I was told, that he poffeffed a good judg-
ment, and more underftanding and abilities
than the heir apparent. This princé had
his victuals brought him, at the fame time
with the nobles, but feparately ; and he
was attended by a female flave, who fat by
him.

About two o’clock, we rofe from table,
and took our leave of the king, who conduét-
ed us out, in the fame manner as ke had led
us 1in, as far as the gate of the fort, followed
by the prince, his fon, who led the coun-
fellor MevEr by the hand; the whole ac-
companied by the continued performance
of mufic, by the gomgoms, trumpets, &c.
Without the gate, the king took his leave,
and returned to his palace, and we went
cver the efplanade, and the drawbridge, to

the
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the fame coaches in which we had come,
and which carried us back to Fort Speel-
wyk.

Two days afterwards, it was announced
to us, that the king would ride that day
in proceffion, drefled in his pontifical robes,
from the fort to the great temple, or mofque,
to perform the fervice of their religion. Cu-
rious to behold this ceremony, we rode, at
noon, to Fort Diamond, and took our places,
fo that we could fee his majefty, ftep into his
coach.

About half paft twelve, he came out of the
palace, drefled in a white facerdotal robe,
which was large and wide, and was faftened
round his waift by a girdle. On his head
he wore a large white turban, and on his
feet large {lippers, embroidered with gold.
His coach was drawn by only two horfes,
As foon as he entered it, the heraditary
prince and his brother, who were both
drefled in a fimilar manner to the king,
put their fhoulders under the axletree of
the hind wheels, as if they were going to
lift up the carriage, and remained in that
pofture, till his majefty rode on. A horfe
of ftate, richly caparifoned, was led by the

hand
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hand before the coach. Clofe behind it,
followed the heir apparent, on foot, under
a Jfambreel, or funfhade, of ftate, and behind
him, were carried three other funfhades, un-
der which no one went. Next came the
priuce, prime minifter, but without a fam-
breel; and after him, followed the brother of
the heir apparent, and the other grandees of
the court, with a numerous retinue of {laves,
carrying each fome utenfil of wrought gold,
for the fervice of the king, as his tobaccobox,
his betelbox, his fpittingpot, krifles, &c.
and during the whole time, their ufual mufic
was not omitted ; and the drum was beat in-
ceflantly.

When the king's carriage came ypon the
drawbridge, a gun was fired from the fort,
to give notice to the people, who were af-
fembled in great numbers on the Pafcébaan,
of the king’s approach, who taking a turn
over that field, rode on to the temple. His
guards were ftationed in two rows, rcaching
acrofs the plain to the temple, with their
faces turned from the procefiion. 1In a little
lefs than an hour, the king returned in the
fame order, and with the fame ceremonies,
only when he came near to the-fort, his

guards,
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guards, part of whom were armed with
firelocks, fired four volleys, which were an-
fwered by a gun from the fort. The king
was received within the fort, by the Com-
pany’s garrifon, with drums beating, and
colours flying ; and thus ended the proceffion.

I omitted before to mention, the reafon
why the heir apparent was not prefent,
when we paid our vifit to the king. That
prince was then gone out upon a party of
pleafure, to the neighbouring iflands, to take
the diverfion of fithing. We faw him en-
ter the river the next day, with a retinue of
twenty-eight {mall vefels, all decorated with
flags and ftreamers. That wherein his wo-
men wege, was covered all round, {o that
nothing could be feen within it. All thefe
veflels were crouded with people. The
prince frequently made fuch excurfions, as
I was informed, but never without obtain-
ing the previous permiffion of the king, his
father.

In the mean time, the fupply and thipment
of pepper, went on fo rapidly, that on the
28th of May, my fhip received the laft of
her cargo on board. This confifted of 3,010
bbars, or 1,128,840 pounds of black, and

8 bbars,
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8 bbars, or 3,000 pounds of white, pepper.
Every thing being ready, we weighed an-
chor on the 3oth of May, about four o’clock
in the morning, and fet fail, faluting Fort
Speelwyk with thirteen guns, whence the
fame number was returned, as the enfign
was again hoifted from our top. The com-
mandant RerNouTs remained on board till
the next morning, when he took leave of the
company.

Having wind and tide againft us, we
anchored at noon under Puls Baby. We
were joined here, by the Company’s thips,
Ouderamfiel, Ganzenboef, Cornelia ¥acoba,
and Rstthem ; the two firft coming from the
chamber * Amfterdam, the third from

Horn,

* The adminiftration of the Dutch Eaft-India Company,
i#y in Holland, divided between fix boards, or chambers, hav-
ing feffion at different places, iz one at Anferdam, which
being the moft confiderable, is called the prefidial chamber ;
this is compofed of twenty-four directors, of whom eighteen
are chofen by the magiftrates of 4 serdam, four by the cities
of Dort, Harlem, Leyden, and Gouda, and the two others by
the provinces of Gelderland and Frigflasd ; belides thefe, there
are four of the chief proprietors, who,’ in certain cafes, have
fefion with the direftors: the chamber of Mddleburgh is
the fecond in rank; it has thirteen diretors, twelve chofen
by the cities of Zealand, and the thirteenth by the province

of
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Horn, and the laft from Delft. They had
left Holland the 2d of O&ober, of the pre-
ceding

of th’rrbr;a’, and two of the chief proprietors have feffion
with them; next, the chamber of Delfs, has feven directors,
fix nominated by the regency of the town, and the feventh
by the province of Ower-2jfil: the ehamber of Rotterdam,
which is the fourth in rank, has eight dire@ors, feven ele@ed
by that city, and the eighth by Derr : that of Hors, is com-
poled of feven direftors, fix belonging to Herw, and the
feventh deputed from the city of Alimaar, and one of the
chief proprietors here, has equally a feat in the direftion : the
chamber of Esbhuizen, which is the laft in order, has like-
wife {even direftors, fix nominated by the regency of the
city, and the feventh by the body of nobility of the pro-
vince of Holland; while alfo one of the chief proprietors has
fefiion with the direftors. The places where thefe chambers
affemble being all feaports, a certain mumber of thips is dif-
patched from each, the equipment of which, with the noai-
nation of the captains and officers, are effcfted by thefe local
affemblies, who likewife have the dire@ion concerning the
outward cargoes, determine of what they fhall confift, and
provide and fhip them in courfe. Byt the fupreme and
general diretion of all the affairs of the Company, is vefted
in what is called the Affembly of Seventeen, which confifts
of feventeen direftors, deputed, eight from the chamber of
Anfterdam, four from that of Middleburgh, one from each of
the others, and one alternately by each of thefe four laft.
This afembly meets three times a year, and is held for fix
following years at dmferdam, and the two enfuing years at
Middleburgh, TIn their firft fitting, they deliberate refpe&-
ing the fale of fpices, and the dividends to be made to the
proprietors; in the fecond, refpedting the orders to be fent
out to India, and the anfwers to be given to the difparches

received
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eeding year. We received their falute of
thirteen guns, and returned it with eleven.
We failed again the next day, but made
very little progrefs.
On the 11t of June, we tacked, and failed
again towards the eaft, anchoring in the

evening, clofe to Menfcheneeters, or Cannibal
Hland,

On the 2d, we proceeded on our voyage
in the morning, and caft anchor in the even-
ing, by the point of Ontong Fava.

received thence; and in the third, they fix the autumn, fales,
and determine the number of thips that fhall be fent out, the
expedition of which muft then be cffected by the refpeftive
chambers. This affembly of feventeen, appaints likewife the
principal officers, who are at the head of the Company’s affairs
in India, There is likewife a council of ten direftors, which
meets from time to time at the Hague; but as it ferves merely
as a councily and has no hand in the direétion itlelf, otherwife
than in giving advice, and in being the medium through
which the Company communicates with the States Generl,
it is not neceffary to enlarge concerning it.

This was the form of adminiftration of the Dutch Eaft-
India Company, before the late revolution in Holland ; what
alterations may be made in it, or whether the Company will
continue in exiftence, is, in the prefent unfettled fiate of af.
fairs in that country, impofiible to fay ; we only know thap
the Company's charter expired fome years ago; but being
provifionally continued, upon the old footing, by the late go-
vernment, the new one came laft yeartoa reflolution, that it
thould be continued, in the fame way, for one vear longer. 7.

The
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The 3d, we were obliged to remain at an
chor there, both wind and tide being againft
us,

On the 4th, we anchored at noon, by the
ifland Schiedam, where Mr. VAN Ters and
his company left the fhip, and went up to
Batavia, in boats which had been fent thence
to fetch him. We fired a parting falute of
thirteen guns, and ftruck the enfign from
the maintop. At five o’clock, p.M. we came
to an anchor under the ifland Onruff, where
the fhip wastobe unloaded : the fame evenin 2
I went up to Batavia, to inform the governor
general of my return from Bantam, and
learnt from his excellency, that my fhip was
appointed to be fent to Bengal, thence to re-
turn again to Bafavia.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1V.

Appointment of a new Direffor in BENGAL.~De-
parture from Batavia for BENGAL.—A Comet
obferved—View of ORrixa.—Pagodas.— Point
Pavmiras.—Banks before the Entrance of the
Gavces—View of the [Jland Sacor.—In-
GELLEE.—Fine Trais of Country—Village called
Dover.—Tke Old Gances.—dnchorage before
Fvrrrasm.

ON the 18th of July, Mr. B. V. T———
was appointed by the council of India, to be
director of the Company’s trade in the king-
doms of Bengal, Babar, and Orixa, in the
room of Mr. G. L. V , who had given
in his refignation of that office, in order to
return to Europe ; which, however, he was
direéted to do, by way of Batavia, that he
might render account to the council, of his
adminiftration. There were three other
thips going to Bengal, but Mr, F pre-
ferred to take his paffage, on board of the
Snoek, the one I commanded. Our de-
parture was fixed for the r2th of Auguft,
which was full 2 month and a half earlier

than
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than I had expeéted ; my firft deftination
having been, to have taken Malacea in my
way, whither the fhips do not fail, till the lat-
ter end of September.

In the mean time, the cargo had been
landed, and the fhip had been repaired, at
the ifland Onruff,whence fhe returned to the
road of Batavia, in the beginning of Auguft,
to take in her loading, for the faftory in
Bengal.,

On the 12th of Auguft, accordingly, Mr.
F—— left the caftle at Batavia, at fix
o'clock in the morning, accompanied by
fome of the members of the government
as far as the waterfide, where, with two
gentlemen, deputed for that _purpofe, by the
governor general, he embarked in a boat,
which waited for him, and came on board
about feven o’clock ; the yards were manned
in his honour, but no falyte was fired. With
him came his lady, and their little boy, with
a number of flaves, both male and female.
The crew of my fhip confifted in feventy-
four European failors, and thirty-one Moors
or lafcars.

We weighed anchor, about eight o’clock,
and fet fail, fteering towards the ifland Osn-

ruff.
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ruff. We faluted- the road with thirteen

guns, which was returned by the admiral
or flag-thip with three. At nine o’clock,
having paffed the fand of Réynland, com-
monly called the Commandant’s Robe, we
hoifted the flag, at the maintop, which was
the mark of diftinétion granted to the direc-
tor F by the governor general, though
only by fpecial favour ; for in the quality of
direttor, he might only bear a pendant at
the mafthead, The governor general too,
had direfted me not to hoift the flag, before
we had reached the above place.

It falling calm about ten o’clock, we were
obliged to come to an anchor, and to lie
ftill, till five p.M. when we again made
fail, and at eight, anchored by the ifland Oz-
ruff.

The weather continuing unfavourable, we
remained at anchor the next day, and took
in fome leagers of freth water that had been
fent after us from Batavia. A thunderftorm
bad done much damage to the powder ma-
gazine here, three days before; the roof
had been wholly carried away, and the
building had been ftruck by the light-

nng ;
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ning ; providentially there was no powder
in it, at the time.

On the 14th of Auguft, at funrife, we
weighed anchor, and fet fail, with an eaft-
erly wind, dire@ing our courfe between the
point of Ontong Fava, and the ifland Mid-
dleburgh, and afterwards between Men-
Jecheneeters, or Cannibal Ifland, and the Greas
Combuis, or Furnace, towards the point of
Bantam. In the evening, about eight o’clock,
we anchored abreaft of the bay of Bantam,
not daring to proceed farther, in this thoaly
water, during the dark.

At four in the morning, the next day, we
again got under fail, and came up to the
tland Dwars in den Weg, or Middle I,
about noon, where the guard from the bay
of Anjer came on board 3 of whom we
bought fome turtles as a refrefhment. The
wind remaining favourable during the after-
noon and night, we fteered for the Ifland
Kraketau, and then between Prince’s ifland,
and the Flat point of Sumatra, out to fea.

At funrife, the next day, we could juft fee
Prince's Ifland; whence taking our laft ob-
fervation, we fet our courfe, wis.w. as far

as
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as the eighth degree of fouth latitude, and
thence fteered due weft, making much pro-
grefs, with an uniformly fteady s.e. wind,
blowing in frefh gales, till on the 26th of
Auguft, when our computed longitude was
102} degrees eaft from Tenersffe, or full 250
leagues weft from the ftraits of Sunda, and
thence we failed n.w. and afterwards north
as far as the line, which we paffed on the 2d
of September.

On the 3oth of Auguft, about half paft
four in the morning, we faw, in the eaft-
ern portion of the heavens, a comet, with a
tail extended towards the w.s.w. of about
eight or ten degrees in length, and refem-
bling a feather in form. The comet ap-
peared like a ftar of the fecond magnitude,
but a little hazy. Its fituation was between
orion and faurus. lts diftance, according to
a rough obfervation of Venus, was 50° 39/,
and full 95° from the fun; its exaét alti-
tude above the horizon, was at that time
69°, and its longitude 62° 21°. We were,
by the fhip’s reckoning, in 3° 52’ fouth lati-
tude, and about 100° eaft longitude.

On the 14th of September, at four o’clock

in the morning, I found that fince the joth
of .
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of Auguft, and thus in the fpace of fifteen
days, the comet had approached the fun
about §4°, making full 31 degrees per day.
After that time, I did not fee it again in
the morning; for the fky was remarkably
hazy, and befet with clouds at the time of
its rife; and when afterwards the fky be-
came clear, it was loft in the rays of the
morning. In the beginning of November,
we faw it again in the weft, but much
paler than before ; the tail too did not ex-
tend fo far to the eaft, as it had done to the
weflt, and fhortly afterwards it difappeared
entirely.

It was og the fame 30th of Auguft, that
the eaft wind failed us, and blew in a weft-
erly direction, between w.yn.w. and w.s.w,
with heavy fqualls, at intervals, and thunder
and lightning, till we had got two or three
degrees to the north of the line, where we
experienced more fteady weather.,

We met with many ripplings of currents
hereabouts, and faw many of the birds,
called cutwaters #, and likewife pintados.

In 14° north latitude, we obferved, at fun-

* Rygchopfalia,

rife,
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rife, a great change in the colour of the
water, and immediately founded, but found
no ground with a line of a hundred fathoms.
In the evening, the fea refumed its natural
colour.

The sth of September, we were in the la-
titude of the ifland of Ceylon, which we left
juft out of fight, to the weftward. At fun-
fet, we even thought that we caught a
glimpfe of the land, but we were not at all
certain about it.

On the 12th, we again obferved the fea
to be difcoloured, but ftill found no ground at
a hundred and feventy-five fathoms. Many
birds now flew near the thip, among which
were fome pylfaarts, or tropic-birds ¥, with
black wings, and a few land-birds ; and in
the night we heard a great noife of birds.
Bemelipatnam, on the coaft of Coromandel,
wasthen,according to our eftimation, N.N.W.
from us, at the diftance of twenty-five
leagues.

The next day, we fteered due north, in
order to fall in with the land, but met with
nothing, except fea and rockweed, floating
upon the water.

= Phacren erhereus.
On
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On the 14th, we fteered for the land
N.w. under a prefs of fail, and about feven
o'clock, .M. we difcovered the coaft of
Orixa, being the land of Pondy. It appears
at firft with three hummocks, feparated from
each other. We had then no bottom, with
a hine of a hundred fathoms, and found no
change of colour in the water ; but in the
afternoon, we founded in feventy fathoms,
bluifh clay. In the evening, we were abreaft
of the hill of Carepare, four or five leagues
from the land, and found that {ince our
laft obfervation, at Prince’s Ifland, we had
deviated, one and twenty leagues more to
the eaft, than we computed by the fhip’s
reckoning. The fhore is not high, but has
fandhills at intervals, between which the
land appears covered with trees. In paffing
along the coaft, two large pagodas, or heathen
temples, make their appearance. Onpe of
thefe is call the pagods of Jagernate, and
cquals any temple of the Gentoos in all In-
doftan.

Thefe pagodas are. faid to contain im=
menfe riches, from the innumerable con-
fluence of penitents and pilgrims, who repair
thither from all parts, and depofit rich pre-

fents
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fents in them, each according to his abilis
ties, in order to obtain remiffion of their fins.
It is further related, that the pagoda of F¥a-
gernate, was built by a certain corfair of
that name, who, having amaffed immenfe
riches by his piratical excurfions, ere@ed
this fanétuary, as a compenfation to heaven
for his mifdeeds. The period, however,
when this happened, feems to be now en-
tirely forgotten, This temple appears from
the fea like a lofty, but obtufe, fteeple, while
the other, has fome refemblance to a twos
maft veflel under fail.

We did not get much farther the next
day, on accqunt of its falling calm ; and at
funfet, we found ourfelves before the mouth
of the river of Mirzapour, about two leagues
from the fhore, which had a very pleafant
appearance, being every where covered with
trees.  Our latitude at noon had been 19°
48’ north.

The following day, in the afternoon,
finding that the currents, fetting to the
fouthward, drove us greatly back, we were
obliged to come to an anchor, in feventeen
fathoms, full two leagues off fhore. In the
night, we hailed an Englith fhow, who told

Usg,
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us, they came from Calcutta, and were bound
to the coaft of Coromandel.

We were obliged to remain here at an-
chor, till the 18th of that month, when the
force of the current was much abated, and
we again fet fail, but found ourfelves under
the neceflity of working farther down, the
wefterly winds having changed, and begin-
ning to blow from the eat. We, however,
were able to get to windward of Point
Palmiras, in the night between the 1g9th
and zoth, and at daybreak, coming in fight
of the Dutch pilotboats, that were cruizing
here to meet the fhips that were expeéted,
we took a pilot on board. In the afternoon,
we faw the high land of Ballafore, and an-
chored at funfet, before the outermoft bank
of the Ganges. Here we could not {ee the
land on any fide.

There are two banks, or fands, which lje
to the weftward of the weftern mouth of the

Ganges, or Hougly River, and which extend
from the land, about eight or ten leagues

out to fea. What is called the head, or the
fouthernmotft of them, commences with the

depth of ten fathoms, but fhoals fuddenly to
four, and three and a half,

Ships
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Ships failing into the river, are obliged to
run ftraight acrofs thefe banks, the found-
ings upon and between which, ferve for
marks to the pilots, to find the buoys which
lie in the channel, leading to the entrance
of the river, by Ingellee. If in failing over
a fhip runs aground, the is in the greateft
danger of being entirely loft. The ground
is a hard fand, that aéts with a ftrong fuction.
Thefe banks are, in confequence, never paff-
ed but at the very time of high water, and,
for greater fecurity, a pilotboat always fails
about half, or three quarters of a league
ahead, founding, and making fignals of the
depth; while, when the pilots are of opi-
nion that the water will not rife high enough,
they rather keep the fhips at anchor before
the banks, till they can carry them over in
perfect fafety.

On the 21t of September, at half paft
eight, p.M. the pilotboat having made the
fignal that there was a fufficient depth of
water upon the bank, we weighed anchor,
and got under fail. Our fhip drew twenty
feet, and we paffed the firft bank in the
depth of twenty-eight, and the fecond in

twenty-



[ 104 ]

twenty-four fect water. At noon, being
between the two banks, we were in north
latitude 21° 1¢’, and at four o’clock P.M. we
came to an anchor in the channel, by the
buoy of Boero Baly.

The next morning, about feven o'clock,
we again made fail, fteering N.N.E. Atten,
we faw the ifland Sagor, which we left up-
on our right. This ifland is long and low,
and is eftcemed facred by the inhabitants of
Bengal, who hold it in great veneration. A
little after noon, we paffed the road of In-
gellee, and we here began to fee land on both
fides of the river, having hitherto, from the
ifland Sagor, only had it on the right hand.
The land is here, at the mouth of the river,
very low, and on coming from fea, it is not
vifible farther off than three leagues. At
three o’clock we pafied the Fennegat, which
1s the moft dangerous part of the naviga-
tion ; for if a thip have the misfortune to
ftrike upon one of the fhoals, that make the
channel here o narrow, it muft be loft; as
was the cafe two or three years ago, with
the Company’s thip, the Lady Petronella, of
which only a part of the cargo was faved,

and
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and the hull of the thip was in a fhort time
entirely {wallowed up, by the fu@ion of the
quick-fand.

At funfet, we came to an anchor before the
channel of Cajoree, where a fmall veflel came
alongfide of us, by which I fent up the Com-
pany's papers to Hougly.

The following day, being the 23d of Sep-
tember, we weighed anchor about nine
o'clock p.M. and failed with the flood higher
up the river, in fix, five, and four fathom
water. The water was very thick and
muddy, occafioned by the rapid courfe of
the river, the aflux of which was now at
the higheft. In the channel, the bottom
was a foft mud, but the fhoals, which were
numerous, were a hard fand. At noon, we
pafled the Haze, or Hare CThannel, which
has both fufficient depth and breadth to be
navigable by feafthips. In 1768, the direc-
tor V {ent {fome pilots, and other pro-
per perfons, to furvey this paffage, that, in
cafe of need, the Company’s thips might be
carried to fea, through the fame, inftead of
through the Yennegat, and paft Ingellee ; but
coming to the end of the channel, that
entered the arm of the Gaznges, which runs

by
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by Dacca, they conceived that the farther
progrefs to fea was not advifable to be at-
tempted by the Company's thips, by reafon
of the many fandbanks, of which they had
no certain knowledge ; and the examination
ended here. The greateft part of the goods
which are conveyed from the laftmentioned
city to Hougly, pafs through this channel*,

Having proceeded thus far, the water
deepened to ten and eleven fathoms, but the
bottom was nothing but mud.

Hitherto, the land which we had failed by,
Wwas an uninhabited wildernefs, abounding in
tigers, and other wild beafts. The banks of
the river were moftly covered with under-
wood ; but beyond the Hare Channel, we
began to fee a few houfes and hamlets of the
Bengalefe inhabitants, fcattered along them,

Inland, we beheld large level fields, fome
parts of which were cultivated ; and between
them were green paftures, which afforded a

* From its fituation in the map which accompanies this
relation, the channel here mentioned would feem to be that,
which, in the Englith maps, is called the Baratlls, or Channe!
Creek, though the circumftance of s enfering the river which
runs by Dacca, indicates that it muft either be, or have a com-
saunication with, what we call the Baliager Paffage through the
Heedr, T.

moft
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moft agreeable profpeét as we failed by. The
higher up the river we advanced, the finer
the country became : at times, we faw herds
of a hundred head of cattle grazing in the
paftures.

At three o’clock in the afternoon, we
pafifed a village called Dover, where the
Englith have built fome warehoufes, and a
faftory. There is a good and fafe anchorage
before it, which is much frequented by their
thips, feveral of which we found lying here:
clofe to it, a channel, called the Shrimp Chan-
nel, which runs far round into the country,
falls into the river. At funfet we were
obliged, by the contrary wind and tide, to
come to an anchor at Buffals Point, juft
below a place which the inhabitants call
Adam’s-tomb, and which is diftinguithable
by a delightful grove of fine trees.

The wind and tide prevented us from
leaving this place, till the next day, about
three o’clock in the afternoon, when we
fet our fails, but did not keep them long
bent, on account of a rifing thunderftorm,
which was accompanied by a violent fquall,
and which forced us to come to an anchor,
two hours afterwards, a little below the O/

Ganges,
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Ganges, having, the whole of the night, much
thunder and lightning.

The following day, at daybreak, we
heaved the anchor, but could only loofen it,
without bringing it home to the fhip ; and,
by the narrownefs of the channel, occafioned
by the numerous fandbanks, as well as by the
rapidity of the ftream, we were obliged to
drive up with the flood, ftern foremoft,
dragging our anchor along the bottom, and
at feven o’clock we pafled the O/ Ganges,
as it is called by the pilots.

This river takes its rife {o far inland, that
no one has, as yet, been Up it, as far as its
fource, as the pilots and other ntelligent
people informed me *, The place where it
unites with the true Ganges, is very unfafe
for veflels going up or down the river, for
there are dangerous fandbanks before it, and
the tide runs, at floodtime, with a ftrong
current into it, and ebbs equally violently

* The whole courfe of the river Reograrain, which is
falfely called the Ol Ganges, is accurately laid down in
Major Renwerr’s Maps of Begal; by the confultation
of which, the paucity of geographical information,
refpedting that country, in this work, may be amply
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out. Juft before I left Bengal, the Englith
were intendiag to erect a battery of heavy
cannon, on the point made by the confluence
of thefe rivers, in order to command the
Ganges, and to be able to prevent any veflels
from coming up it. It is certain, that along
the whole courfe of the river, a more fuitable
fpot for this purpofe, could not be hit upon,
for fhips paffing it, have enough to do to
work their fails, to avoid ftriking upon the
fands, or being drawn into the O/d Ganges,
and are thus wholly unable to defend them-
{elves from any attack.

When we had palfled this place, we came
in fight of our Company’s fhips lying at an-
chor before Fultab, who, as foon as they faw
the enfign flying from our top, faluted us with
feventeen guns, which we returned with
fifteen. About half paft eight o'clock,
when the flood was fpent, we came to an
anchor by the Lime Channel. Shortly after-
wards, the equipagie meeffer (comptroller
of equipment) of Hougly, came on board, to
welcome the direftor F———; this gentle-
man informed us, that an Englifh Eaft-India
Company’s fhip had, eight days ago, been
wrecked upon the feabanks, at the mouth of

the
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the river ; her cargo, to the value of thirteen
tons of gold*, was entirely loft, and only
forty of the crew faved.

The enfuing day, being the 26th of Sep-
tember, we again got under fail, at funrife,
and anchored at nine o’clock, before Fultab,
in fix fathoms water ; we found lying here,
the Company’s thips, the Cornelia Hillegonda,
Captain L. 5. Hoeve; the Land's-welfare,
Captain S. Born ; and the Ritthem, Captain
A. VAN per Weyvpe; the firft from
Europe, and the two laft from Batavia.
The two firft faluted us with nineteen, and
the lalt with fifteen guns, and we returned a
falute of nineteen. At eleven o'clock, a
deputation from the Council of Hougly
came on board, to congratulate the direétor
F—— on his arrival, and to condué him to
Hougly, bringing with them the Company’s
great udgerow, or yacht, in which the
dire€tor was to proceed up the river.—I fhall
be more explicit, refpeting thefe veflels, in
my obfervations on Bengal.

This deputation confifted of three of the
members of the council, two of whom were

* A ton of gold is 100,000 gilders; thus, at fiir.—per
pound fterling, thirteen tons of gold are nearly 120,000k 7.

accompanied
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accompanied by their ladies. They dined on
board, and ftayed till four o’clock in the
afternoon, when they embarked with Mr.
F , his lady, and child, in the great
budgerow, and departed with the flood up to
Hougly. At the fame time, a falute of one-
and-twenty guns was fired from my fhip,
and the flag was ftruck from the maintop,
followed by nincteen, feventeen, and fifteen

guns from the other fhips, which concluded
the ceremony.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER V.

Paffage up to Cruwsuran.—Siege of that Place By
the Nabob.—Caufes of this Mifunderfanding —
The Siege raifed—Fine Profpells almg the
Gavwces.—DBengal Conjurers and Balancers,—
Fuvran.—Excurfion up the River.—Manner of
making Sugar.—Meeting with a Faquir, or Saint.
~—Burning of three Bodies of Bengalefe.— dccount
of fome ancient Buildings—National Vifit to the
French—To the Englifb.~—Infialment of Mr.
F—— in the Diretor/bip.—Great Fumine at
Patna~—Departure from CriNsuran.—Froms
INGELLEE.—View of the Ifland SumaTra—
Currents—Violent Squalls.— Calms. ~— Anchorage
before BaTavia,

THE following day, in the forenoen, when
Mr. F. approached the Englith fettle-
ment of Calcutta, he was faluted by nineteen
guns from Fort William, and received the
compliments of two gentlemen of the coun
cil of Caleutta, who were deputed from the
Englith governor Verelff, in whofe name,
likewife, he was invited to dine at the fet-
tlement: Mr. F—e—, however, excufed
Eimielf, on account of the indifpofition of

his
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his lady. Mr.VereLsThad gone on purpofe to
his country feat, about two hour’s walk from
Calcutta, in order to receive Mr. F on his
arrival, as foon as he underftood that his
budgerow, was coming up the river. When
he had pafled Calcutta, Mr. F—— was dgain
faluted from Fort Hiliiam, with nineteen
guns.

On the next day, on paffing the French
faftory at Chandernagore, Mr. F was
likewife faluted with nineteen guns; but,
inftead of deputing two members of the
council to wait upon him, as the Englith
had done, the French governor only fent a
chubdar, or filver ftaff-bearer, to welcome
him on his behalf.

Halfway between Chandernagore and
Hougly, or Chinfurab, Mr. F was met
by the director in office, who came to con-
gratulate him on his arrival, with feveral
budgerows ; and they went up to Chinfurab
together. Landing at Fort Guffavus, he
was faluted with twenty-one guns, from the
battery at the waterfide, and received by the
other members of the council of Hougly
at the ftairs, being then carried in {tate, in

palankeens, through the great gate of the
fort,
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fort, commonly called the Lodge, to before
the direftor’s houfe, while the garrifon was
drawn up in two ranks, with drums beating
and colours flying; and the ceremony was
concluded in the evening, with an elegant
{upper and ball.

There being an order of the Hougly
council, that all captains fhould remain on
board their fhips, as long as the fpringtides
continued, which commenced at the time of
my arrival at Fultab, 1 could not accompany
Mr. F on his journey up the river: the
above particulars are, therefore, fuch as I had
occafion to learn from others. This order to
the commanders of thips, has its relation only
to thofe fpringtides, which take place from
the latter end of September to the beginning
of November, becaufe jt is during that period
that the monfoon generally breaks up; and
there is great danger at that time, efpecially
with fpringtides, as the ftream then runs with
the utmoft rapidity, and the thunderftorms
rage with the greateft violence.

On the 3d of O&ober, the Cumpany‘s thip,
the Faliant, Captain WaGENDONK, arrived
at Fultah, which thip left Batavia ten days
before mine.

That
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That day, being the laft of the {pringtide,
I embarked at night, on board a budgerow,
for Chinfurab, and arrived the next morning
at the village of Bernagore; this is a place
belonging to the Dutch Eaft-India Company,
which is fituated halfway between Chinfurab
and Fultab. In the evening I left Bernagore,
and arrived about nine o’clock in the morn-
ing at Chinfurab. Of thefe places I fhall
fpeak more at large in my obfervations.

The fame morning, the nabob of Cafim-
bazar, or viceroy of Bemgal/, had invefted
the place, on the landfide, with a force of
ten or twelve thoufand Moors, and all the
approaches and barriers were fo clofely
guarded, that no one could go in or out.

This occafioned, in the enfuing days, fuch
a {carcity of provifions, among the inhabi-
tants of the village, that many of them pe-
rithed for want. Mothers, driven by hun-
ger, and
compelled

By ftrong neceflity’s fupreme command,

brought their children to the dwellings of
the Europeans, and entreated leave to fell
thefe innocents to flavery, for a {fmall por-

tion of rice, in order to prolong their own
wretched
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wretched life a little longer. To encreafe
the mifery, the ftock of provifions in the
place, was found to be little or none. Be-
fides this blockade on the landfide, the
Moors had alfo befet the river, above the
village, o that nothing could be brought
down by water ; and from below, there was
little to be obtained. Whjle there was any
rice, feven pounds weight were fold for a
rupee, but it was foon confumed. A perfon
who, from the outfide, had contrived to
throw fome poultry over the barriers, in the
hopes of gain, being caught by the Moors,
had his nofe and ears inftantly cut off,

The caufe of this unhappy affair was as
follows :—The Company were bound to pay
certain duties to the nabob, for the goods
which were conveyed up and down the
Ganges; but the money had not been paid
by the direftor Ve for a confiderable
time. The nabob, who fifted upon hay-
ing them difcharged, as they were in fag.
his lawful due, iffued orders to the foufidar
of Hougly, of whom we fhall take further

notice hereafter, to claim the payment j

1
the moft forcible manner. This officer ac.

cordingly difpatched 2 chubdar to the dj-
redtor
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rector V. » to require the money of him,
threatening withal, that in cafe it were not
paid, he would not fuffer any more goods
belonging to the Dutch to pafs. The di-
reftor took umbrage at this peremptory
meflage, and after having violently abufed
the poor chubdar, fent him to the fifcal
DE SAuMAISE, and had him bound to the
whippingpoft, and unme:rcifully flogged.

In confequence of this, the faufdar caufed
all the goods belonging to the Dutch factory,
which came down the Ganger, to be de-
tained, and Chinfurab to be invefted.

The goods thus feized by the Moors,
confifted in callicoes and other piece-goods,
intended for the cargoes of the thips which
were to fail for Europe in the beginning of
November. Thefe veflels were detained
by this occurrence, and could not now be
ready in time. They were obliged to ftay
in the Ganges till the latter end of January,
and were at laft forced to put to fea in an
unfavourable feafon.- Ought not the mif-
fortunes which thefe fhips (two of which,
the Enkbuizen and the Valiant, were loft
with all their crews; and the third, the
Land’s-welfare, was faved with difficulty)

met
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met with, from the bad weather they had
to encounter in the fouthern latitudes, to be
attributed to thefe circumftances, and to the
bad management of Mr. V ? But to
return to the fiege of Chinfurab.

As {oon as intelligence was received of
the detention of thefe goods, the diretor
V—— thought fit to order a detachment
of thirty men, under the command of
an officer, to go up the river in boats, to
where the goods were lying, in order to ef-
fect their releafe by force ; but upon learn-
ing that a body of four hundred fipakis (fea-
poys), or Moorifh foldiers, were pofted to
defend them againft our attack, the expedi-
tion was laid afide. Hereupon the direétor
VvV affembled the council, and informed
the members of what he had lately done ;
faying at the fame time, that matters being
now brought to this point, he neither dared
nor could preceed farther, without the ap-
probation of the council. Some of the
members replied, that fince he had pro-
ceeded fo far, without their knowledge or
approbation, he might go on as he had be-
gun, without their affiftance ; but the ma-
jority were of opinion, that the matter ought

to
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to be endeavoured to be compromifed, through
the mediation of the Englith. A deputation
was appointed for this purpofe, confifting
of the head adminiftrator, Ross, and the
comptroller of equipment, Vay Braam,
both members of the council; who fo far
arranged matters at Calcutta, with the Eng-
lith council, and the little nabob, or mi-
nifter, Masomep Reza CHAN, who go-
yerned as guardian of the great nabob, who
was a minor,*, that, upon a promife that
the duties which remained unpaid, thould be
immediately difcharged, the goods were re-
leafed, and the blockade of Chinfurah was
raifed.

But inftead of this promife being fulfilled
by the diretor V . thele arrears were
{till due, when, in the month of March the
next year, he took his departure from Ben-
gal; and the cargo of opium and other
goods, intended for my fhip, would equally
have been feized, had not the dixeftor F-—
taken upon hipfelf to be perfonally refpon-
fible for this debt.

* Mzer Kaneyan, otherwife Sevr ar Dowzan, fecond
Ton of the well-known Mesr Jarrier Arvy Cuaw, a youth

of fixteen years of age. 7.
This
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This laftmentioned gentleman was fo
much blinded by the firft, and was {o eafily
impreffed with whatever ideas the other
thought proper to inftil into him, that,
however much he was warned by confi-
dential and intelligent people of the evil
effects which would refult from his com-
pliant partiality, he continued to follow the
inclinations of the direétor in every thing,
He was even guilty of the additional im-
prudence, of confiding to him whatever had
been faid to him on the fubjeét ; and he did
not perceive the bad confequences of all
this, till it was too late, and after the director
V—— had taken his leave of the Ganges.

On the 15th of O¢tober, the Moors de-
parted from Chinfurab, and the navigation
of the river upwards, was again opened,

On the 1oth, the feftival of the Ganges
had been held all along its banks, by the
Bengalefe, or Gentoos, after fome prelimi-
nary folemnities of three days; on which
occafion, an incredible number of people
came from the inland parts, to be prefent
at the feftival. 1 fhall likewife notice it in
my obfervations on Bengal, already referred
to.

On
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On the 12th of ©O&ober, I went from
Chinfurab down to my fhip, lying at Fultad.
Going down, 1 landed at Serampore, where
the Danes have a factory ; this is the moit
inconfiderable European eftablithment on the
Ganges, confifting onlv, befides the village
occupied by the natives, in a few houfes in-
habited by Europeans. Their trade is of
very little importance.

The profpeéts of the country, along the
banks, and on both fides of the Ganges, in
going up or down the river to Fultab, are
delightful ; but they are all furpaffed by that
which offers upon paffing along the French
fettlement at Chandernagore, upwards to-
wards Chinfurab, Hougiy, and Bandel ; which
laftmentioned place is juft feen in the back-
ground : then the eye glances upon the
buildings of Cbhinfurab, the church, the
garden called Velgelegen (well-fituated), with
three ftone terraces, raifed one above the
other, and where every thing that 1s of ftone
is whitened. Groves of ever-verdant trees
appear behind, and, between thefe, buildings.
In their front, the river, covered with fmall
veflels and boats. A little lower, on the
right hand, Chandernagore, which is built

all
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all along the river, and is embellifhed with
many handfome houfes. Before it, the thips
at anchor, and moored with cables to the
thore. On the left hand, fertile fields, and
extenfive meadows, affording pafture to
nurerous herds of cattle, and interfperfed
with pleafant groves and coppices. The
whole forming a moft interefting landfcape.

Farther down, about halfway between
Chandernagore and Serampore, is a place called
Garetti. Here, on the fame {ide with Chan-
dernagore, the French governor has built a
noble houfe, or rather a palace, and has laid
out an extenfive and pleafant garden. And in
this neighbourhood, the Englifh have a mi-
litary poft, where often one thoufand men,
and fometimes more, are encamped.

The whole of this country is flat, juft as
m our provinces. It is interfedted and fer-
tilized by numerous channels, creeks, and
rivalets.  Bengal is juftly efteemed the moft
fruitful part of Afia,

Approaching Ca/eutta, many gardens,
newly laid out by the Englith, make their
appearance, which have handfome dwelling-
houfes, with an agreeable profpect towards

the
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the river. Calcutta, which is built on the
left fide in going down, about three quar-
ters of an hour’s walk along the banks of
the river, makes likewife a very pleafing
appearance. Before it, the fhips lie at an-
chor, juft as before Chandernagore, in great
numbers. There are almoft every day vef-
{els which go to, and come from, every part
of India, in motion here ; which greatly en-
livens the fcene.

A little below Calrutta, ftands a ftrong
fortrefs, called Fort W#illiam, which, built
upon the banks of the river, commands it
entirely. From this place to Fultab there
are many Bengal villages interfperfed, fome
of which are very large.

On the 13th of Oétober, I reached my
thip, lying in Fultab road, and ftayed fome
time on board. I occafionally went on
fhore in the evening, when the heat of the
day was over, to take a walk; and often
amufed myfelf with feeing the tricks of the
conjurers, and ferpent-charmers. The former
far furpafs, in my opinion, thofe of Europe.
There were likewife balancers, who had a
bamboo pole of twenty or twenty-five feet
in length, perpendiculasly refting on their

zirdle,
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girdle, without touching it with their hands.
A young girl of feven or eight years old,
laying hold of it, clambered up to the top,
where fhe laid herfelf on her belly, and
throwing her arms and legs loofe, feemed
to {fwim in the air; while the man kept
running backwards and forwards, with the
pole, always without touching it with his
hands. 1In about feven minutes, the girl
clambered down again, and performed a
number of other tricks. But on this fubjeét
more hereafter.

Fultab is a pretty large village, fituated
on the left bank of the Ganges, going down
the river. The fifcal of Chinfurab keeps
one of his officers here, to have an eye upon
the illicit or {muggling trade, that is, in
fuch cafes, when matters have not been
fettled betimes with the fifcal, and a proper
confideration made for his connivance,

The anchorage here is fafe enough, when
the breaking-up of the monfoons is not ac=-
companied with violent hurricanes, for then
it is very dangerous; which 15, indeed, the
cafe all up the Ganges. Ships lie here like-
wife protefted from the fwell of the fea,
which fametimes, when the tide rifes, js

clevated
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eievated to fix and more feet in height, and
rolls in with great violence, tearing the
thips which it overtakes, from their anchor-
age, or breaking their cables, and dafhing
them againft the fhore, or the fandbanks.
This {well never runs along the Fultah fide,
but only along the oppofite thore. The bot-
tom is a tough clay, in which the anchors
often hold fo faft, that they cannot fome-
times be weighed, and the cables break in
the attempt. When it happens, however,
that the Company’s fhips lie a whole year
in the river, they are then carried up to
Chinfurab for fome months, as was done in
the year 1768, with refpeét to the Valiant.

On the 17th, the Company’s thip Ené-
buizen, arrived in Fultab road. She had
left Batavia before me, but had touched at
the Coaft of Coromandel. Her Captain I.
F. Stour, had died on the paflage. This
fhip was intended to be difpatched to Eu-
rope.

On the 18th, I received a letter from the
diretor F——, informing me, that my thip
was appointed to fail to Batavia, by way of
Coromandel, and that I was to fail in the lat-
ter end of December.

The



[ 126 7]

The next day I again left the thip for
Chinfirab, which I reached the fame even-
ing.

On the 20th of Oétober, a Bengalefe wo-
man was buried, with her deceafed hufband,
alive, and on the 25th of November, an-
other was burnt with the body of her huf-
band ; but of both thefe barbarous rites, I
fhall give the details in my beforementioned
obfervations.

The thip, the Snoet, which I had hitherto
commanded, being now judged too old, to
attempt the paffage to Europe, I exchanged,
with the confent of the director and council,
for that of Captain Horve, the Corneliz
Hillegonda. 'This gentleman took the com-
mand of the Enkbuizen, by which I had at
firft intended to have gone, but being ad-
vifed to the contrary, in order that 1
might take another trip to Batavia, whither
the Cornelia Hillegonda was bound, I chofe
this lakt, My firft licutenant A. Vaw Es,
Was promoted to the command of the Snoek;
and the {everal changes took place on the
17th of November.

On the 3d of December, we dropped
down from Fultab to Ingellee, at the mouth

of



[ 127 ]

of the river, together with the Enkbuizen,
the Paliant, the Lands-welfare, and the
Snoek, which laft failed on the 29th of De-
cember, for the coaft of Coremandel.

There being very little of importance for
me to do at prefent, in the Company’s fer-
vice, I employed my leifure-time, in making
fome little excurfions inland, or to the Eng-
lith and French faftories. 1 likewife went
a-hunting of foxes, jackals, and other wild
animals, plenty of which are to be met with
a little way inland ; but the Bengalefe do
not like to fee this; for it is contrary-to the
precepts of their religion to kill any thing
which has life. Their objeétions, however,
have no weight, as they never can muiter
fufficient courage to oppofe an European.

On the sth of January, 1770, the Englith
governor VERELST, leaving the prefidency,
pafled Fultab, where two of our thips were
lying at anchor, without receiving any falute
from either of them, which was always cuf-
tomary. This atforded matter of great {ur-
prize to Mr. VEReLsT, @s he had done all
honour to Mr. F——, when this laft paffed
Calcutta, as we have before feen. He fent
one of his fervants on board of the fhips, to

inquire
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inquire of the commanding officers, whether
they had not received direftions from the
direGor V. » or the council of Hougly to
fire the accuftomed falute ? which they an-
fwered in the negative. The Englith go-
vernment, complained in ftrong expreffions
of this behaviour ; but were anfwered on
the part of the direftor V——, that this was
in retaliation of a fimilar affront, which he
had received from Mr. Vergrst on a na-
tional vifit to Calcutta,

On the 14th of January, my mooring
cable broke loofe, but by the vigilance of
my firft lieutenant, we met with no damage.
In the following night, however, the fhip
Ritthem met with the fame accident, and
ran aground on a fandbank, Being fully
loaden, the cargo was obliged to be un-
fhipped, and the was not got afloat again in
a fortnight; yet the did not fuffer confidera-
ble damage.

On the 2gth and 30th, the Enkbuizen, the
Valiant, and the Land's-welfare, failed from
the road of Ingellee, for Europe.

On the 31ft, my thip, and the Ritthem,
left Fultah, and proceeded to Ingellee, there
to remain till the time of failing, The rea-

fon
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fon why fhips do not tarry at Fultab {o long,
1s only becaufe the water of the Ganges ‘be-
comes too fhallow in this feafon, fo that the
Jenegat is dangerous to be palffed. Thefe
veflels came to an anchor in Ingellee road, on
the 7th of February, under command of the
two firft lieutenants.

In the mean time, I took another journey
tp the Ganges, and inland, in company with
two of my friends, to view the country, and
purfue the diverfion of hunting.

On the 27th of January, we left Chinfu-
rab, in a budgerow, at three o’clock in the
afternoon, going up theriver with the tide, and
before the wind; and about half paft four we
came to the Channel of Niafferai, where we
went on thore, and up the country. Here
we met with pleafant plains of arable and
pafture land, intermixed with groves of co-
coanut, furi, mango, and other trees. The
fugarcane was likewife cultivated in many
places, and flourifhed luxuriantly.

We likewife obferved, the manner in
which the inhabitants make their fugar,
which is very fimple, the whole procefs
going on in the open air, without much
trouble.

They
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They bruife the cane, between two cham-
fered rollers of hard wood, two and a hal
feet long, and of about fix inches in diameter.
Thefe lie horizontall ¥, one above the other,
in two refts, {0 fixed, that the rollers cannot
be moved, out of their relative pofition to
cach other, and leaving a fpace of a quarter
of an inch between them. Each roller has
four {pokes, or handles, at the end, by which
they are turned in oppofite dire€tions, by two
mei. The fugarcane being put between
the rollers, is thus bruifed, or flattened, to
the thicknefs of a Quarter of an inch, amd
its fap is prefled out, and received in a large
earthen pot, placed for that purpofe, under
this fimple machinery. About eight or ten
feet off, are eight other pots, fixed in holes,
into which they fit exadlly, and which are
made in the earth in a longitudinal dire&ion.
The dried canes, from which the fap has
been exprefled, are ufed as fuel under thefe
pots, into which the fap is put, and boiled
into fugar.

The country hereabouts, abounds in jackals
and wild dogs, fome of which we thot.

At night we went up higher, with the
tide, and came at five o’clock in the morn-

ng
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ing, to the channel of Chogdab, which lies
on the right fide of the river in going up
(that of Niafferai is on the left), about eight
or ten Dutch miles above Chinfurab. The
village, which gives its name to the chan-
nel, ftands a little inland. There 1s a great
weekly market, or bazar, as it is called by
the Bengalefe, held here, where all kinds of
provifions, and other goods, the produce of
the country, are expofed to fale. The chan-
nel terminates about three Dutch miles in-
land.

On its left fide, and upwards, the whole
is flat land, without any trees; but on the
right hand downwards, are many woods, in
which there are tigers and other wild beafts.

We croflfed a number of fields, without
feeing any thing like a tiger; but on en-
tering the woods a little way, we foon met
with their traces in plenty, and we did not
therefore think it prudent to venture far-
ther in; for this animal {cldom fhews it-
felf, before it can {pring upon its prey, and
when once within the reach of its claws,
nothing can fave a man’s life. We like-
wife met in the way, the remains of a Ben-

galefe, who had been torn in pieces by the
beafts
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beafts of prey. For the reft, the hunting of
jackals and wild dogs was not unpleafant,

In the afternoon, we failed higher up the
Ganges,to a place called Gouptipara,which is
about fix or eight Dutch miles above Chogdab.
In our way, we paifed a pretty large ifland,
lying in the middle of the river, but which
produced nothing but a little tall grafs, and
fome reeds.

We found here that the flood onl y lafted
three hours, while the ebb continued nine.
About four or five Dutch miles higher, as
the Bengalefe, and others who had been at
Cajlimbazar, informed us, there was no flood,
except a little in fpring-tides.

It was late in the evening before we ar-
rived at Gouptipara, At daybreak, the.next
morning, we went on thore, and fou nd,
about a quarter of an heur’s walk from the
river, a little village. Somewhat higher
there was a wood of loft y trees, with much
underwood, in which there was a great
number of monkeys, and the wood wias
therefore -named the monkey-wood. Thefe
animals were about the fize of a fpaniel,
with long tails, which, when they ran, they
turned upwards. ‘The body was covered

with
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with hair, of a grey colour, and the fore
part of the head was black. As foon as
we had fired one fhot, they all ran up the
high trees, and fome of them threw their
young ones, which they held between their
fore paws, into the buthes below ; and what-
ever pains we beftowed in looking for them,
we could not find them, The large ones
{prang with an inconceivable quicknefs, from
branch to branch, and from tree to tree.
We fhot fome of them, and when the others
faw thefe fall, they fet up a moft horrid
cry.

The Bengalefe were much difpleafed at
this, and defired us not to kill any more of
thefe animals ; for their fuperftitious belief
in the tranfmigration of fouls after death,
makes them think that thefe creatures, in
particular, are the receptacles of human
fouls.

Somewhat farther inland, we met with
the ruins of a ftonebuilding, in which a
Jaguir, or faint, had taken up his abode.
He fat by a flow fire, in the middle of the
athes, entirely naked. His hair was black,
and very long, tangled and clodded with

afhes and dirt, with which it was ftrewed.
He
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He had impofed a fingular penance upon
himfelf, confifting in a brafs ring, about the
thicknefs of a quill, and three inches in
diumeter, which was pafled through the fub.
ftance of the glans of the penis, though in
fuch a manner, that the urethra remained
unhurt, While we were with him, a Ben-
gal woman, in the fuperftitious hope of
thereby becoming fruitful, came to kifs this
difgufting mortal, on the part which was
fuppofed to poflefs the prolific virtue re-
quired. 'We put many quettions to him, on
the fubject of what we faw, but decency for-
bids the recital of his anfwers. Befides this
ring, there were three other riveted iron-
rings linked to it, which altogether, might
weigh, as we guefled, about two pounds and
a half. When he walked, he let the whole
hang loofe, without feeming to be in the leaft
incommoded.

Thofe who torture themfelves in this ex-

traordinary manner, are held in great vene-

ration by the vulgar. Many of thefe Jaguirs
wander about the country, and never need

to be folicitous about their maintenance ;
for the fuperftition of the People, makes them .
even think it a great happinefs to be allowed

to
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to give thefe fan&ified beggars, who torture
their bodies {o unmercifully, for the love of
religion, every thing neceffary to their fub-
fiftance. I refer the reader, for a more
ample account of this, to my obfervations on
Bengal.,

In the afternoon, we returned from the
woods, on board of our fudgerow, and went
again down the Ganges. Here we found its
banks every where very fteep, and in fome
places fo deeply hollowed, or undermined
by the water, that parts of them, to the
fize of a houfe, had fometimes fallen in,
which we could fee had happened in feveral
places.

At funfet, arriving at the channel of
Chogdab, we ran into it for fhelter during
the night, apprehending that we fhould be
overtaken by a thunderftorm, as the wind
began to rife, and the fky appeared dread-
fully black and lowering. We faftened our
Judgerow, with ropes, to both fides of the
<hannel, becaufe thefe veffels are eafily over-
fet by the wind, not having any fupport or
hold on the water, on account of their flat
bottoms.

Before the fterm came om, we took a

walk
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walk along the banks, and faw three bo-
dies of Bengalefe burnt. This is done by
the relations of the deceafed, or by his fons,
if he have any. They fit upon their heels,
round the burning pile, fmoaking their gor-
gor, and feed the fire, with the greateft in-
difference, as if they were burning a beait,
ftrewing the afhes afterwards in the Ganges.
The bodies of thofe, who do not leave pro-
perty enough to purchafe firewood for this
purpofe, or whofe relations are poor, are
expoled by the riverfide, to be devoured by
the jackals, and other wild animals. Thefe,
likewife, as foon as it begins to grow dark,
iffue out of the woods, and come to the
the river, howling dreadfuily all night long,
while they alfo fight with each other for
their prey. Some of them are often found
lying dead in the morning, efpecially the
wild dogs, who are not a maich for the
jackals.

We were obliged to defift from our walk,
on ac:ount of its falling dark ; and we were
warned by a Bengalefe, that there were many
tigers,who had their haunts not far from us,
and who in the evening were wont to repair
to the riverfide,

The
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The ftorm came on about eight o’clock,
and burft all around with tremendous force.
The thunder was very violent, and the light-
ning {o fierce, and thot in fuch broad flathes
along the ground, that the whole neighbour-
hood feemed to he on fire. This was ac-
companied with fuch heavy fqualls, that we
durft not remain on board our veffel, but went
on fhore, and ftood in the open air, though
expofed to all the inclemency of the weather.
The ftorm did not abate till eleven o’clock
at night.

At midnight, we left the channel, and
fell down the river with the ebb, but about
an hour befors daybreak, we were again
obliged to feek for fhelter, in the channel
of Nia/ferai,as the wind began again to blow
hard.

As foon as the day broke, we went on
thore, in order to walk overland to Terbonee,
whither we ordered our ﬁua’gtraw, to wait for
us there.

The way led firft through an extenfive
wood, which was filled with all kinds of
birds, and afterwards over a level plain,
moftly confifting of pafture-grounds. About

an hour before we came to Terbonee, we en-
tered
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tered another wood, into which, having ad-
vanced a little, we met with an ancient
building, of large fquare {tones, which feem-
ed as hard as iron; for whatever pains we
took, we could not, with a hammer, break
any pieces off. The building was an oblong
iquare, thirty feet in length, and twenty in
breadth. The walls were thirteenor fourteen
feet in height. It had no roof, and withinit,
were three tombs, four feet above the ground,
made of a blackifh kind of ftone, and polith-
ed, with here and there fome Perfian cha-
ralters engraved upon them.

The Bengalefe believe, that this was built
by a great magician, in one night, without
the affiftance of any mortal hand.

About forty paces farther, was a large, but
very ruinous building, the roof of which con-
fifted in five domes, or cupolas, which had
been adorned with feulptured imagery, but
which was much obliterated.

The Bengalefe could not inform us of the
purpofe, or time, of the erection, but it now
ferved as a refidence for JSaguirs, fome of
whom we faw fitting in it.

About ten o'clock, we came to the mouth
of the channel, where we found our vellel,
and went down the river to Chinfurab,

On
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On the 22d of February, the direftor V—
and fome members of the council, accom-
panied by their ladies, paid a national vifit to
the French governor, to which party I was
likewife invited.

Thefe vifits are made annually, from one
fettlement, or faftory, to the other, at the
commencement of the year, or whenever a
new governor, or diretor, enters upon his
gmrcmmcnt.

Much ceremony is obferved, when the
vifits are received at the place where the
faltory itfelf is fituated ; and therefore Mr.
V had intimated to the French go-
vernor, that he fhould prefer waiting upon
him for this purpofe, at his country-feat,
near Garetti. In the afternoon, at four
o'clock, we fet off in fix carriages, and
reached Garetti at fix, where the direétor
V——, and Mr. F , who was likewife
one of the party, were received at the bot-
tom of the fteps afcending to the houfe, by
the French governor, and conduéted into a
large faloon, in which the principal ladies
and gentlemen of Chandernagore were af-
fembled. About feven o’clock, the com-
pany were invited by the governor, to be

{pettators
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fpe&taters of a play, which fome amateurs
were to perform, in a flight building, which
had been erected for that purpofe.

When the play was ever, which was
about ten o’clock, we were led into a large
room, and were entertained with an elegant
fupper, to which upwards of an hundred
guetts, both ladies and gentlemen, {at down.
At one o'clock we took our Icave, and rede
back to Chinfurab.

The national vifit to the Englifh, to which
I was al(o invited, was appointed to be paid
on the 26th of the fame month. This was
chiefly intended to congratulate the new
Englith governor, CarTiER, upon his ap-
pointment.

We were eight of us, who were prefent
at the vifit; and at four o'clock in the after-
noon, we went from the direor’s houfe to
the quay, where the Company’s great bud-
gerow was lying ready. The garrifon was
drawn up in two ranks, within the fort, and
a detachment, confifting of an officer and
twenty-four privates, marched before us,
which was to accompany us, as an efcort,
and to ferve as a body-guard to the director.

As foon as qur budgersw put off from' the

fhore,
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thore, a falute of twenty-one guns was fired
from the battery. Every one of the com-
pany had his own vellel to pafs the night in,
but in the day-time, we were all on board
of that of the direétor, in which there was
a room where fix and thirty people could
fit down to table. At the malithead of the
dire@or’s budzerow, there was a Prince of
Orange’s flag *, with the arms of the Union,
and thofe of the other veflels carried a prince’s
pendaut.

Befides ours, there were {everal other vefl=
fels, in which the foldiers and fervants were
embarked; two that were to be ufed as
kitchens, the victuals being drefied on board
of them ; and two as ﬂarcﬂ.lips, to carry the
provifions. There were, in all, thirty-three
veflels of different fizes, which formed a
pleafing fight when they were all together.

In the evening, at half pait eight o'clock,
when the ebb began to fail, we came to an
anchor, with our flotilla, a little below Se-

rampore.

* The Prinfewiag, or Prince of Orange’s flag, is the name
given by the Dutch feamen to the naval enfign of the United
Provinces, and the fame that is ftill the national flag, being
three horizontal firipes, red, white, and blue. 7.

At
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At four o’clock on the following morning,
upon the turning of the tide, we again pro-
ceeded downwards, and at feven, we came
to Chitpore, fituated about a Dutch mile
above Calcutta, where we ftopped for the
deputies from the Englith council, who
were to come to receive the dire@tor and
his company. Half an hour afterwards they
arrived, and paid a vifit of welcome to the
dire@or, in his budgerow. The chief of
them was the fecond incommand at Calcutta,
Mr. RusseL.

After a ftay of about a quarter of an hour,
they conduéted the direGtor on fhore ; and,
followed by the reft of the company, they en-
tered a handfome fummer-houfe, clofe to the
river, which belonged to Mr. Russer.

We found breakfaft prepared for us here,
and after flopping about an hour, we left
this place, in five coaches, fent by the go-
vernor for that purpofe. Six of his lifew
guards on horfeback, dreffed in blue, with
gold-lace, rode by the fide of the coach in
which the direftor was. At ten o'clock we
were fet down in Caleutta, at the houfe pre-
pared for the reception of the direétorV—,
It was a very handfome building, provided

with
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with many and roomy apartments, all fur-
nifhed in the European ftyle, and hung with
damafked filk. It was the property of the
little nabob, or minifter, ManomMep REzZA
Cuan, who had purchafed it of an Eng-
lith gentleman, for 120,000 rupees, and al-
ways refided in it when he was at Calcutta y
but as he was not now in the place, the
Englith government had made ufe of it. On
the area, before it, ftood 2 company of eighty
feapoys, under arms, commanded by an Eu-
ropean officer, as a guard, in honour of our
dire@or ; which continued to do duty as fuch
all the while he remained at Calcutta.

When the dire@or alighted before the
houfe, a falute of nineteen guns was fired
from Fort William.

As foon as we had entered the
houfe, the dire@or difpatched one of his
¢hubdars, with a meflage to the Englith go-
vernor, who refided in the government-
houfe, next to that in which we were, to
enquire if it were convenient for his Excel-
lency for us to wait upon him in a body.
Soon after, however, came that gentleman
himfelf, accompanied by all the members
of the council of Calcurta, to welcome the

director.
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dire€tor. After the firft complimentary ce-
remonies were over, Mr. V faid, that
the object of this national vifit, was to con-
gratulate Mr. CARTIER upon his acceffion
to the governorfhip, adding, as a particular
compliment, that he hoped Mr. CArTIER
would fo well manage affairs, as to be able
to return to Europe in a few years; to which
that gentleman replied with a fmile, and ex-
prefled his thanks by an amicable interchange
of civilities.

Thefe compliments were made and re-
turned, by the direftor in French, and by
the governor in Englifh, the latter not un-
derftanding French, nor the former Englifh,
while Mr. Russer performed the office of
interpreter.

This vifit of cer=mony lafted more than
an hour. The govertor then departed, with
the gentlemen of the council. Half an hour
afterwards, the director V went with us
to pay a vifit of ceremony in return, to the
goveinor, which lafted about three quarters
of an hour; at the conclufion of which he
conduéted us out, accompanying us to the
fteps, in the fame way as the dire@or had
done upon receiving his vifit juft before.

About
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About half paft twelve o'clock, having
been formally invited to dinner by the go-
vernor, we went again to the government-
houfe.

Here we found, in a large and airy faloon,
a table of fixty or feventy covers. The fer-
vice was entirely of plate. The director
was feated at the upper end, on the right
hand of the governor, having, on the other
fide, the general of the Englith land-forces,
being the third perfon in the council of
Calcutta, or rather the fecond, exclufive of
the governor. The other gentlemen in
company, were placed promifcuoufly at ta-
ble. Full half of the guefts were officers of
the troops, for whom the governor keeps
every day open houfe.

When the cloth was taken away, a booka,
which is a glafs filled with water, through
which the fmoke of tobacco is drawn, and
of which I fhall {peak further, was fet be-
fore every one of the company, and after
having {fmoked for half an hour, we all rofe
from table, and feparated each to his re-
{pective dwelling.

The converfation was carried on at table,
in a free and unconftrained manner, with-

out
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out the company being under any fear or
reftraint, from the prefence of the governor,
or of other great men.. The fpirit of liberty,
which animates a Briton in his own country,
is reprefled as little here, as there. This
freedom and eafe, is diametrically oppofite
to the fiff and obnoxious formality, which
takes place at Batevia, in the company of
the governor general, and the countellors of
India. Indeed, an Englifhman could never
brook the infupportable arrogance, with
which the Dutch Eaft-India Company’s
fervants are treated by their fuperiors, as
well at Batavia, as at the out-faltories. It
would be well, if this condué remained folely
confined to the Afiatic regions, which gave
birth to it; but, unfortunately, we fee it
continued by purfe-proud individuals, when
they eturn to a country, where, from the
moft ancient times, it is known to be in
perfe& contradition to the genius and tem-
per of the inhabitants. Tt is certain that this
is one reafon, why there are fo few to be raet
with, who ferve the Company with fidelity,
or a fenfe of honour. Every one attends
folely to the main bufinefs, of well and
fpeedily lining his purfe ; and all look to the

time,
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time, when they fhall be able to withdraw
themfelves, from the infolent dominion of
an arbitrary government, againt which little
or nothing can be faid or done.

At fix o’clock in the evening, Mr. CAr=
TIER came to fetch the direftor V- and
his company, to take a ride to his country-
{eat, Belvedere, about two Dutch miles from
Calcutta, where we were entertained with
an excellent concert, performed by fome
amateurs, and an elegant fupper. About
twelve o’clock at night, we rode back to
Calcutta.

The next morning, at nine o'clock, the
governor came again to pay a vifit to Mr.
Vv , and made him an invitation to din-
ner, and to a grand ball, which was to be
given in the evening, at the courthoufe.
Hither we went, at feven o’clock, and the
ball was opened by Mrs. CARTIER and Mr.

v

The company were very numerous, and
all magnificently drefled, efpecially the la-
dies, who were decorated with immenfe
quantities of jewels. A collation was ferved

n an adjoining apartment, and the whole
was
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was conducted with great elegance, lafting
till the next morning.

This day being appointed for us to fet off
on our return ta Chinfurah, we went at
nine o’clock in the morning, with the di-
reftor, to take leave of Mr. CarTIER, and
the other gentlemen who had been to fee
us, and dined at Mr. Russer’s, whence
we took our departure, about half paft three
in the afternoon, in coaches, for Chitpore,
where our little fleet was lying, ready to
receive us.

The director was faluted, on leaving the
place, as he had been on his arrival, wlth
nineteen guns from Fort William. The fix
lifeguards of the governor, who always ac-
companied Mr. V » when he went out,
while he ftayed, did not leave us till we
came to Chitpore, where he gave them a
handfome prefent in money, as he had done
to all the fervants of the governor who had
attended him, which altogether amounted
to full a thoufand rupees, or fifteen hundred
gilders.

The fame deputies who had come to
Chitpore, to receive Mr. V , condusted

him
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him again on board his budgerow. We de-
parted hence, at funfet, with the floodtide,
upwards, and reached Garefts early the next
morning, where we were received by Mr.
CHEVALIER, at his country-houfe, and took
our breakfaft with him. We found here
the carriages of the dire€tor V——, ready
to carry us to Chinfurab.

At nine o'clock, we rode from Garett: to
Chandernagore ; and after having paid fome
vifits in that place, we proceeded to Chin-
Jurab, where we alighted before the houfe
of the dire&or F , under a falute of
twenty-one guns from the battery. Thence
the direétor V led us to his own houfe
in the lodge, where we found all the mem-
bers of the council, affembled to meet him ;
and were entertained at dinner by Mr. F—.

On the 8th of March, Mr. F—— was
formally announced, as director of the Com-
pany’s trade in the kingdoms of Benga/, Ba-
bar, and Orixa, by Mr. V , who had
fixed his departure to be eight days after-
wards.

On this occafion, all the férvants of the
company, from the higheft to the loweft,
aflembled, at feven o’clock in the morning,

at
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at the houfe of Mr. V » Where a coitly
breakfaft was provided for them. The
wives of thofe who were married, were
equally prefent. The garrifon was under
arms, in the court-yard, within the lodge.
About nine o'clock, both the diretors,
with all the members of the council, afcend-
ed the platform, over the landgate, where
the commiffion given to Mr. F by the
council of India at Bafavia, was read aloud
by the fecretary, after which a difcharge
was made, of three vollies by the military,
and one-and-twenty guns by the battery.
Returned to the council-chamber, the
commiffion was again read, and Mr, V
addreffed Mr. F » and the members of
the council, in a fpeech, by which he af-
fured that gentleman, of his fatisfaétion,
that the time was now come, when he was
relieved from the heavy burden of an office,
which he had filled for upwards of five
years, during which period he had promoted,
as much as his humble abilities admitted,
the intereft of the company; and adding,
that his fatisfattion was greatly increafed,
by having to refign his government into the
hands of a moft worthy fucceffor, and his
fincere




[ =xsv. ]

fincere friend. To this fpeech, Mr. F—
replied by another, couched in the moft po-
lite terms, and in which he was not fparing
in panegyrics of Mr. V——, and of his
lady.

The whole ceremony was concluded in
the evening, by a ball, given by Mr. F--—,
in the garden of Welgelegen.

The following day, the direttors received
a letter from Patna, which is a large city
in the kingdom of Babar, about ninety
leagues diftant from Chinfurah, where the
Company have a fadlory, for the opium and
faltpetre trade, informing them, that the ra-
vages of famine were there fo great, that
hundreds of Indians perithed daily for want
of food ; {o that our people avoided going out
of the lodée, in order not to behold the mife-
ry of thefe wretched inhabitants, who lay dy-
ing in crouds, along the ftreets and highways,
merely for want of nourithment. The fur-
vivors began even to attempt fatisfying their
craving hunger, with the fleth of the dead,
in order to preferve their own exiftence.
In this inftance, the obfervation, that nature
overcomes precept, was forcibly verified ;
for thefe poor, fuperftitious heathens, into

whom,
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whom, from their childhood, an abhorrence
of every kind of animal food is inftilled,
and more efpecially with refpeét to human
flefh, on account of their belief in the tranf-
migration of fouls, now fought to prolong
their miferable exiftence a little while, by
devouring the fleth of their fellow-creatures.
The dire effeéts of famine too were felt
in Bengal. At Chinfurab, a woman, taking
her two {mall children in her arms, plunged
into the Ganges, and drowned herfelf, not
poflefling, or being able to procure, any
thing to fatisfy the raging hunger of her
tender offspring. The banks of the river
were covered with dying people ; fome of
whom, unable to defend themfelves, though
ftill alive, were devoured by the jackals.
This happened even in the town of Cainfi-
rab itfelf, where a poor fick Bengalefe, who
had laid himfelf down in the ftreet, without
any afliftance being offered to him by any
body, was attacked in the night by the
jackals, and devoured alive ; and though he
had ftrength enough to cry out for help, no
one would leave his own abode, to deliver
the poor wretch, who was found, in the
morning, dead, and half-devoured.

The
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The Bengalefe will feldom affift each
other, unlefs they happen to be friends, or
relations, and then the fervice that they ren-
der, only confifts in carrying the fufferer to
the water of the Ganges, to let him die there,
or be carried away by the ftream, and refign
his breath in its waves; for they all truft,
that by this means, they will be purified
from moft of their fins, and their fouls bé
tranflated into the body of an happier
creature.

This dreadful calamity was occafioned,
partly by the failure of the rice-harveft, the
preceding year, but it may chiefly be attri-
buted, to the monopoly which the Englith
had made of the rice, which was reaped the
feafon before, and which they now held at fo
high a price, that the natives, moft of whom
could earn no more than one, or one and a
half, ftiver (penny) per day, out of which
they had to maintain a wife and children,
could not buy, for this trifle of money, the
tenth part of the rice they wanted, the con-
fequences of which were, that whole fami-
lies perifhed miferably.

The evil was augmented by another
feourge, almoft equally calamitous, the fmall-

pox,
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pox, which attacked people of all ages, and
brought many to the grave,

This added to the contagion which had
already contaminated the air, through the
number of half-putrified bodies which lay
unburied, or unburnt, along the banks of
the river; hence the mortality encreafed
more and more, efpecially after my having
left Bengal. The dire®or F died of
the fmall-pox, in the month of May enfuing,
as I was informed, juft before my departure
from Batavia.

The heat of the weather now likewife
augmented, from day to day, fo that at noon
it equalled, and fometimes furpaffed, the
warmth of the blood: men and animals
could fearcely breathe; and, although the
heat was confiderably lefs within doors, than
in the open air, it was, neverthelefs, fcarcely
fupportable to me, and to every one, who
had not been ufed toit. Water was poured,
from time to time, upon the ftones of the
court-yards round the houfes, which afforded
a momentary coolnefs, but it foon vanifhed
before the fcorching rays of the fun. The
water taken out of the Ganges, differed only

eight or ten degrees in warmth, from the air
in
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in the thade where my thermometer hung;
this ftood, in the latter end of the month,
at 104%, and, when I took the tube in my
hand, the mercury fell to 98°; whence it
appeared, that the heat of the outward air,
{urpaffed that of the blood, by 6°.

On the 15th of March, which was the
day on which the direftor V. was to
leave Chinfurab, for the recad of Ingellee,
where the thip Rittbem lay ready to convey
him to Batavia, all the Company’s fervants
affembled anew, with their wives, early in
the morning, at the direétor’s houfe, in order
to take leave of him and his family, and to
wifh them a profperous voyage; for that gen-
tleman thought himfelf of too much confe-
quence to go to them himfelf, to take leave.

This conduét was ftrongly contrafted with
that of Mr. FAiLLEFERT : when he left the
colony, although he enjoyed the dignity of
counfellor of India, his affability, and other
virtues, endeared his memory, as well to the
fervants of the Company, and to the other
Europeans fettled in Bengal, as to the native
inhabitants, It was exadly the reverfe in
the inftance I am {peaking of, Mr, V——
being equally detefted by them all,

At
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At eight o'clock, the keys of the lodge, or
fort, were Lrought in by an officer, upon a
filver waiter, and were delivered by the
direétor V , to his {fucceffor in the direc-
torfhip, Mr. F .

A few minutes afterwards, having taken
his leave of all the perfous prefent, on which
occafion the complimentary parade was even
accompanied by tears, either of genuine re-
gret, or of hypocritical affeftation, Mr.
V left the houfe and the lodge with his
family ; he was conduéted by the whole
affembly to the quay, where the Judferows
were lying in readinefs. On the way, he
feattered fome money from his palankeen,
among the Indians; and was faluted, when
he left the fhore, by one-and-twenty guns
from the battery. Mr. F ,» with feveral
other ladies and gentlemen, intending to ac-
company Mr. V down to Fultab, in-
vited me to go with them, which I the more
willingly did, having {fome affairs of my own
to tranfaét at Caleutta, where the dire@®or
and his company were to ftop two days, be-
fore they proceeded to Fultah.

We arrived the next morning at that place,
where the direétors were faluted with nine-

teen
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teen guns from Fort William. We were all
fumptuoufly entertained .at dinner, by the
Englith governor, and invited in the even-
ing, to be fpeétators at a play, which, as at
Chandernagore, was performed by fome ama-
teurs, in a houfe erefted for that purpofe.
A little before the conclufion of the perform-
ance, Mr. F received a letter from
Chinfurab, informing him, that his lady was
at the point of death; whereupon that gen-
tleman refolved to return the fame night to
Chinfurab, and requefted me to accompany
him.

Having done what I wanted for myfelf,
at Calcutta, 1 was glad to return again to
Chinfurab, as the time was falt approaching,
when I was to leave the Ganges, and befides,
the company 1 was with, was not the moft
agreeable to me.

At midnight, after having fupped with the
governor, we departed up the river in Mr.
F s budgerow, and reached Chinfurab at
feven o'clock in the morning, where Mr.
F was received with a falute of one-
and-twenty guns.

Mrs. F died on the 27th of March,
and was interred, with great pomp, on the

2gth.
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2g9th. Her hufband belonged to the frater-
nity of free-mafons, and all the brethren, and
the wives of fuch as were married, wore the
mourning of the order, which confifted in a
black ribbon hanging on the breaft, with the
infignia of the order pendent from it.

The departure of my fhip was, in the
mean time, put off from day to day, becaufe
the papers which were to be conveyed to
Batavia by her, were not yet in readinefs.
This was chiefly occafioned, by the negli-
gence with which the affairs of the Company
had been managed, during the latter part
of the adminiftration of the direftor V ;
and I'was of opinion that this was defignedly
done, in order that, if forced to ftay too long
in Bengal, 1 might be neceffitated to take my
paflage through the Straits of Malacca, in
which cafe, there would be no poffibility of
my reaching Batavia, fooner than the middle
of November; and even if the monfoon
changed earlier than ufual, I thould be obliged
to remain in the Ganges till the next feafon ;
fo that he would have had an opportunity of
failing for Europe, before the papers, which
were to come by my thip, would have reach-
ed Batavia, and which he was confcious

would
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would contain very ferious matter, that
would be of great prejudice to him, and, in
confequence of the appearance of which, he
would be obliged to remain in India, to ren-
der an account of his adminiftration. His
fears on this head were, in faét, realized, for
I was fortunate enough to reach the capital in
time.

At laft thefe papers were got ready, and,
on the 31{t of May, they were delivered to me
by the fecretary of police; at the fame time
I received the difpatches for the governor
general, from the diretor F S T
gentleman endeavoured to perfuade me to
ftay that night at Chinfurab, being fearful
that I thould be overtaken by a thunderftorm,
which feemed to be brewing over us; but
having nothing in view, but to make all pof-
fible fpeed to leave the Ganges, before the bad
feafon, which was very near at hand, thould
fet in, I left Chinfurab, the fame evening, in
a budgerow.,

It was when we were before Chanderna-
gore, that the ftorm burft upon us, with loud
thunder, and tremendous flathes of light-
ning, and the wind blew fo hard from the
fouth, that it was with difficulty we could

get
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get to Garetti, where we anchored at mid-
night.

The following day, rowing down the ri-
ver with the ebb-tide, we paffed Calcutta, in
the forenoon, and at two o’clock in the af-
ternoon, we ftopped for the tide, at a place
which we call the Boter-fol, or Butter-toll-
boufe, and found ourfelves under the neceflity
of lying here all night, on account of the vio-
lent foutherly wind.

We fell down again the next day, with
the ebb, but made but little progrels, as we
had a pretty high gale from the fouth, and
were not able to advance farther than
Rajapore, which is one Dutch mile and a half
above Fultah.

At eight o’clock, a.M. on the 3d of April,
we arrived at Fultab. Stopping here, we
found a floop, with the allowance of {pirits
for my fhip. At nine o’clock, another ar-
rived with a part of my cargo, and which
had to take an anchor on board, for my thip,
in the place of one that had been broken.
Befides this, there were more goods intended
to form part of my cargo, which had been
put on board of {mall veffels, but which
were not of a fufficient fize to navigate the

river
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river farther down, in this advanced feafon of
the year, and had therefore remained feveral
days waiting for a floop, in which they
might refhip their cargoes. Fortunately one
arrived at night, into which the goods were
all put. The cargo, however, was ftill in«
complete ; fome part of it being yet expected
from above, but I had no inclination to ftay
longer for it. [ accordingly put off at nine
o’clock, A.M. with the three {loops, in one
of which I embarked, and fent my budgerow
back to Chinfurab. At two, P.M. we an-
chored before the Garnaale Spruit, or Shrimp’
Channel, whence we fet fail again in the
evening, anchoring at one o'clock in the
night, about half a Dutch mile below Dover.
The next morning, at nine o’clock, we again
got under fail, and proceeded downwards,
anchoring at three, .M. by the Haze Spruit,
or Hare Channel, and at threc the next
morning, before the channel of Cajoree. On
the 6th, about nine o’clock, P.M. we again
got under weigh, and came on board of my
thip, the Cornelia Hillegonda, in the road of

[ngellee, at noon.
We immediately occupied ourfelves with
fhipping the goods conveyed by the floops,
which
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which took us up the remaining part of that
day, and part of the next.

As foon as I came on board, the pilot
who was to have charge of the fhip out to
fea, informed me, that he was very averfe
to undertake it, as the monfoon was already
changed, and we had to expeét bad weather
every day; and that if we were overtaken
by it while we were between the banks, the
thip would certainly run the greateft danger
of beingloft. However, after a {mall pre-
fent had infufed fome ccurage into him, he
promifed to make the trial, provided I wait-
ed no longer for the reft of the cargo, which
was ftill expeéted from Chinfurab, to which I
agreed ; and thereupon calling the fhip’s
council together *, we were unanimoufly of

opinion,

* The captains of fhips in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft-
India Company, are obliged, by their articles, to confult their
lieutenants refpe&ting the courfe to be fieered ; and if they
cannot agree, a council is to be fummoned, confifting of the
five principal officers on board, including the captain, where
the matter is decided by a majority of votes, This council
likewife, takes cognizance of whatever, not relating directly
to the navigation of the fhip, may be called extraordinary cir-
cumftances ; and determines, among other things, refpecting
the diminution, or increafe, of the allowance to the crew ; the

touching at any places for reparation, or refrefhment; the
time
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opinion, that it was more for the advantage
of the Company to leave what ftill remain-
ed behind, of the cargo, than to incur the
rifk of being obliged to ftay with the fhip in
the Ganges, till the next feafon.

On the 8th of April, every thing being
ready, we weighed, and fell down in the af-
ternoon with the ebb, anchoring in the even=-
ing, clofe by a buoy, upon a ridge of fand
that fhoots ftraight athwart the pallage.
Weighing again with the beginning of the
ebb, we worked farther down, againit the
s.w. winds, till on the 1oth, we got fafe
without the banks, and into the open fea. By
the pilot, who left us at midnight, I fent
fome letters up to Chinfurab.

We were now apprehenfive, that, as we
had to expeé nothing but fouth-wefterly
winds, and our intended courfe was direét
fouth, in order to get above the Andaman and
Nicobar Ilands, we fhould be forced below
them, and thereby likewife fall to leeward
of the point of Acheen, the northweft end of
Sumatra ; in which cafe, nothing would re-

time to be paffed there, &c. as per art. 1IL IV. V. and VI.

of the Eaft-India Company’s drtikel-brief, or articles of en=

gagement, entered into by the perfons in their employ. -
main
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main for us, than to pafs through the ftraits of
Malacca to Batavia, and thereby confiderably
lengthen the duration of our voyage.

But our fears were fortunately, in this
inftance, not realifed. We paflfed to the
windward of thofe iflands, fo as not to fee
them.

On the 3d of May, we found ourfelves in
the north latitude of 3°, which is that of the
fouthernmott of the Nicsbar Iflands. Hav-
ing, therefore, gat beyond thefe, we enter-
4ained hopes of a fpeedy profecution of our
voyage round Sumatra. The fudden fqualls,
or whirlwinds, which came upon us almoft
every day, were our chief hindrance; they
often ruthed on us o unexpectedly, that we
had fcarce fufficient time to take in our
fails ; they were ufually fucceeded by dead
calms, which lafted the remainder of the
day; and we were hereby greatly impeded
in our progrefs.

Very unexpectedly, at daybreak, on the
10th of May, being in the north latitude of
four degrees and a half, we difcovered the
ifland Sumatra, not far from the point of
Acheen.

We had obferved fome figns of land for a

few
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few days before, namely, we had feen pieces
of wood and bamboo floating on the water ;
but we flattered ourfelves that thefe came
from the Nicobar Iflands. We now found
that the currents, which muft have only fet
to the northeaftward, after our paffing thofe
iflands (for had they driven us before in
an eafterly diretion, we muft have runin
fight of them), had carried us full thirty-
three leagues towards the eait.

We were, by computation, four leagues
and a balf off thore, when we made the land.
It appeared to the eaft like fmall iflands, but
more northerly, like connefted land, with
high mountains inward.

Fortunately, we were fifteen or twenty
leagues to windward of the point of dcheen;
for had we fallen clofe in with it, or to lee-
ward of it, we thould, for certain, have loft
the opportunity of paffing round Sumatra.
We yet ran fome danger of being driven
to leeward, from the continual calms, and
the ftrong currents, which fometimes fet to
the north, and fometimes to the foutheaft.

Frequently, when we were driving along,
in a dead calm, I had the boat hoifted out,

in order to obferve the courfe of the current.
For
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For this purpofe, a heavy grapnel was faf-
tened in a large tub, and attached to a coil
of rope, that was long enough to let down
this apparatus, fix or feven hundred fathoms
below the furface of the fea; and as there
was no current at that depth, the boat lay,
as it were, at anchor, and bore up with its
head to the current. In order, in the next
place to afcertain the exaét direction and de-
gree of rapidity of the current, one of our
iweeps was taken, the leaf of which was
painted white, a weight was faftened to the
other end, fo as to make it ftand upright in
the water, with the white part five or fix
feet above the furface. To thisend, a log-
line was attached, in order to fee how far
the fweep would be driven away from the
beat, by thescurrent, in a given time, to
be obferved by a flop-watch, and towards
what point of the compafs, having one with
us in the boat, for that purpofe.

In the {pace of five minutes, I found that
the {weep was driven by the current, in the
direction of north by weft, to a diftance of
two hundred and twenty-fix Rhineland feet
from the boat, which may be eftimated to
make about three leagues in four-and-twenty

hours.
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hours. This was the refult of our experi-
ment the firft day, but in the following days,
we found the currents fet to the northeaft,
at the rate of five or fix leagues in twenty-
four hours.

But not having always an opportunity of
hoifting out the boat, I caufed a lead of
feventy pounds in weight, to be let down by
the founding-line, to the depth of eighty or
ninety fathoms, and faftening an empty catk
to it, which held up the lead, and was kept
ftationary by it, the fhip drove away from it,
by the current; for the had no other mo-
tion, on account of the calm. We found
by this, that the currents fet more to the
eaft, and foutheaft, every day ; and on the
15th of May, we fucceeded in getting off
from the fhore, which we loft fight of that
day, at noon.

We now purfued our voyage with lefs
apprehenfion, yet we made no greater pro-
grefs than before, by the continual calms,
which were only interrupted by fudden
whirlwinds, of an hour or two in duration *,

* From the frequency of thefe fudden fqualls, in the
neighbourhood ot Sumarra, the Portuguefe firft, and afferwards
the Englith feamen, have given them the name of the ifland,

and call them jumarras, T,
On
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On the 15th of May, the fun rofe, during
an eclipfe, which was then full two-thirds
completed. I obferved the end of the
eclipfe, fifty-eight minutes, and thirty fe-
conds after fix o'clock : this was to have
been at Chandernagore, at thirty minutes
paft fix ; thus, the difference of time, be-
tween that place, and where we were, was
28’ 30”; or 7° 8’ longitude, that we were to
the eaftward of Chandernagore, whofe longi-
tude we knew was 105° 1’ eaft from Zene-
riffe, and our eftimation was 111° g5’; hence
we found that we were eleven leagues more
to the eaftward than by the thip’s reckoning.
The day before we had paffed the line to the
fouthward.

On the zgth of that month, we met, and
hailed, the Eaft-India Company’s thip, Dui-
nenburg, Captain JouN VERHEEK, from
the coaft of Mallabar ; the had left Cockin
on the 4th, and was equally bound to Ba-
tavia, We failed in company, till the 4th
of June, when we left her behind, and loft
fight of her.

The following days, we faw many figns of
land, as rockweed, bamboos, large pieces of
wood, and a fpecies of red blubber, or mollufia,

floating
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floating on the water ; likewife feveral land-
birds, and a number of white and yellow
tropic birds. Sometimes whole trees float-
ed by the fhip, with their branches and
roots, yet freth and uninjured. We con-
cluded, that all this came from the ifland
Engano ; fer when we ftood towards Suma-
tra, we met with hardly any of them.

On the 1oth of June, we again faw the
land of Sumatra, and the high hill of Si/-
lebar, which lies near Bencoolen, and we found
that we were thirty-fix leagues more to the
weftward, than by the thip’s reckoning.

The foutheafterly winds, now blowing
very hard along the weft coaft, we were
obliged to work up againft the wind, to-
wards the ftraits of Sunds, and it was not
before the 2oth of June, that we came abreaft
of the Flat Point, and Prince’s Hland ; and
on the 2 5th we anchored in the bay of Anjer,
whence we fet fail the next day, and arrived
in fafety, in the road of Baravia, on the 2d

of July, having had no more than four men
dead, during the voyage.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VL

Appointment of the Commodcre of the bemeward
Fleet.—Lartbquake at BATAVIA.—Chinefe Fefti-
vals.—T Lunderfeorm.— Arrival of the Evdeavour,
Captain Cooxk, frem the South Seas.—Account of
an Otabeitan, brought ts BATAVIA by ibat Ship.
—Tha kfgiving, Faft, and Prayer Day.—Lift of
tbe bomeward Fleet.—Departurs from BATAVIA.
~The Reef of ANGuiLLAs.—View of the Land
of AFR1cA.—Auchorage at RoBEN Ifiand.

A.S foon as I came on fhore, 1 found that
my thip had, the fame morning, been ap-
pomnted to return to Europe, as forerunner *
of the fleet, for the chamber of Enkbuizen.
But going the fame evening to give an ac-
count of my Bengal voyage, to the governor
general VAN per Parra, his excellency

* The homeward-bound Dutch Eafi-India Company’s
fhips, are divided at Baravia, into two fleets, one of which
generally leaves India towards the end of the year, the other
fome months afterwards ; and fome days before the departure
of each, a fingle thip fails for Europe, which is called the
wwerzeilder, or forerunner. Except, however, in war-time,
thefe thips feldom fail, or keep together, though they ufually
rendezvous at the Cape of Good Hepe, 7,

told
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told me, it would be better for me, that 1
fhould return to Europe, in a large thip of
a hundred and fifty feet, for the chamber of
Amflerdam, than in a {mall veflel, like the
Cornetia Hillegonda, for a chamber of lefs
confequence. On this account, the next
day, in the council of India, the command
was given to me, of the thip, ¢ Huis ter
Mye, being one of a hundred and fifty feet,
and which was bound for the chamber of
Amflerdam. At the fame time, the com-
mandant, and upper comptroller of equip-
ment of Bafavia, AnrTHoNY VOGELZANG,
was appointed commodore of the homeward
fleet ; but this gentleman dying foon after,
Captain Freperick KeLGer, of the fhip
Krosnenburg, was appointed in his {tead *.
On the 1 §th of July, I took over the com-
mand of the fhip, ’# Huis ter Mye, from
Captain HArTZ, and three days afterwards,

#* The command of the fleet is given to the fenior captain,
unlefs when a paffenger of higher rank, in the Company’s
fervice (tor all perfons in their employ, whether in a civil,a
naval, or military ftation, have their refpeftive ranks), happens
to be returning to Europe, and then the paffenger, whether he
be in a naval, or in a civil capacity, is appointed the commo=
dore, and the fhip he goes by, becomes the flag-fhip. 7.

I gave
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I gave up to Captain MarTIN LaBaAN,
that of the Cornelia Hillegonda.

On the 17th of September, at about half
paft five in the morning, juft as the day be-
gan to break, the fhock of an earthquake
was felt at Batevia, which lafted full two
minutes, but did not do much damage. The
water in the canals toffing to and fro with
impetuofity, feemed, by its agitation, as if
boiling. Whatever was pendent in the
houfes, like chandeliers and glafs lanthorns,
was in motion for three quarters of an hour
afterwards, All the clocks, both within
and without the city, the pendulums of
which ofcillated eaft and weft, ftood ftill ;
but thofe that hung to the north and fouth,
were not affeCted. A clock which was in
the houfe I was in, ftood ftill at thirty-two
minutes paft five.

On the 18th and 1gth, there was a great
feftival of the Chinefe, inftituted as an in-
tercefiion for their fick. In the evening,
one or more bamboos, having feveral lan-
thorns hanging at the top, were ftuck up
before every houfe, which made a pretty
appearance, in the Chinefe campon, or
fuburb.

This
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This was followed, on the gth of O&o-
ber, by a grand feftival, in honour of their
jooftje, or jofs ¥, to whom they offer a num-
ber of coftly prefents; they made likewife a
large veffel of paper, and combuftible mat-
ter, which was highly adorned with flags,
and fet it on fire in the evening, letting it
drive out to fea, where it was very foon
confumed. This is only what I have heard
related, being myfelf, at that time, at the
fland Onrufi.

In the evening and on the night of the
11th of Oétober, we had a violent thunder-
ftorm, which did ne harm in the city, but
in the road, the lightning fell, about eight
«o’clock, upon the thip the Admiral de Ruiter.
The mainmaft, maintopmaft, and topgallant-
maft, together with their vards and fails,
and the foretopfail, and yards, were fhi-
vered all to pieces, and the wreck of them

* The images which the Chinefe worfhip, are called jaofe
by the Dutch, and jo/7 by the Englith feamen. The latter is
evidently a corruption of the former, which being a Duich
nickname for the devil, was probably given to thefe idols by
the Dutch who firlt faw them, cither from their hideous ap-
pearance, or from the principle that all idolatry is demon-
olatry. On no better ground than this, the authors of the
Univerfal Hiftory, accule the Chinsfe of worthipping the
devil, knowingly and b facre. T

lay
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Iay upon the quarter-deck, to the height of
fifteen feet *. A jongitudinal fiffure was
likewife made in the quarter-deck, but no
foul on board was hurt, nor was there any
damage done to any of the other veflels in

the road.

A few days before this event, the Englith
thip, the Endeavour, commanded by Captain
Cook, had arrived in the road of Batevia.
This veffel came from the Pacific Ocean,
and had been twenty-feven months from
England, having thus far circumnavigated
the globe, fromthe eaft. They had withthem
an Indian, whom they faid was a native of
a country which they had difcovered in the

* Captain Cook, who was then at Batavia, in the Endea-
wour bark, as noticed in the next paragraph, relates this in-
cident, exatly as above, and adds, “ fhe had an iron {pindle
“ at the main-top-gillint- mafi-head, which probably direfted
* the firoke. This fhip lay not more than the diftance of
“ two cables’ length from our’s, and in all probability we
% fhould have fhared the fame fate, but for the eleftrical
“ chain, which we had juft got up, and which conduéted
“ the lightning over the fide of the fhip; but though we
* efcaped the lightning, the explofion fhook us [ke an earthe
* quake, the chain at the fame time appearing like a line of
“ fire: a centinel was in the a&ion of charging his piece, and
% the fhock forced the mufquet out of his hand, and broke
“ the mmmer-rod.” Hawkefworth's Voyages, Vol. IV. page
341, oftavo edition. 7.

South
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South Sea, but they would not reveal where
it was fituated. This Indian was of a mid-
dling fize, rather fat than otherwife, of a
dark brown colour, and with long and thick
hair, which hung half way down his back ;
it was loofe, and of a jetty black ; it grew
low down upon his forehead. His beard
was likewife black, of a middling length,
and uncut, contrary to the cuftom of moft
Orientals ; the nails of his hands were long;
his countenance feemed forrowful, and his
difpofition timorous. His drefs confifted of
a large piece of white cloth, which was
thrown over the fhoulders, and which ap-
peared to me to be made of the bark of
trees. The Englifh gentlemen, with whom
he came, and who had likewife a Swedifth
naturalift, Dr. SoLanpER, with them, faid
that they underftood his language ; but when
they converfed with him, it {feemed to me
that it was moftly done by figns. He would
not eat of any thing that was {et before him;
and continually caft his eyes on all fides
around him, exprefling the greateft aftonifh-
ment at what he faw and heard ®*. We un-

derftood

#* Tupia, the Otaheitan here alluded to, who accom-
panied Captain Coox, as far as Butavia, died there, the follow-
ing
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derftood from the Englifh, that they had
flayed eight months at that ifland, which
they called Otabeite, and that all the na-
tives refembled the one they had brought
away.

A thanfgiving, faft, and prayer day, was
held at Batavia, on the 17th of Otober.
This folemnity takes place every year juft
before the departure of the return-fleet, for
Holland, being partly inftituted in order to
fupplicate heaven to grant them a profper-
ous voyage. A fermon is preached on that
day, on board of the flag-thip, in the road,
at which all the commanders of the veflels
there, with part of their crews, are prefent.

On the 24th, the governor general went,
with a great retinue, on board of the thip.
Kroonenburg, in order to inftal the commo-
dore of the homeward fleet, FrEDERICK
Kercer. For this purpofe, all the thips

ing month. The reader of Lieut. Coox’s voyage, who will
have ftrongly interefted himfelf for this amiable Indian, will
fcarcely recognize him in the picture here drawn of him ; but
the rapid progrefs of a bilious diftemper, which poor Turra
laboused under, during the latter part of the voyage, and the
approaches of death in 2 firange land, are not adapted to give,
cither an expreffion of pleafure to the countenance, or of
fertitude to the mind, 7.

which
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which lay in the road, were ranged in two
lines, with the old admiral-fhip next to the
river, and that of the commodore, the outer-
moft. This was done in order that the
governor general, paffing between the lines,
might have an opportunity of taking a view
of every fhip, at his eafe. His excellency
came in a great barge, which was richly
gilt, and had a pavilion, with glafs win-
dows at the poop. The chief of the ma-
rine, and fome other gentlemen, were with
him. The upper comptroller of equipment
ftood before the pavilion, and commanded
the rowers. As foon as his excellency came
on board of the fhip Kreomenburg, a broad
pendant was hoifted above the enfign, at
the maintop, while the old admiral-thip
ftruck her flag, and fired a falute of twenty-
one guns. Eight captains f{tood upon the
fhip’s ladder, as his excellency afcended, and
all the others who belonged to the home-
ward fleet, were on the quarter-deck, toge-
ther with the vice-commodore, to receive
him. Under the awning, a breakfaft was
got ready for the governor general, and af-
ter he had taken fome refrethment, the
commodore’s commiffion was read by the

fecretary
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fecretary of the governor, and his excellency
then commanded the captains of the fleet,
to obey the commodore, on their voyage to
Europe. About half an hour afterwards,
the governor general returned on fhore.
Upon his leaving the thip Kroomenburg, he
was faluted with twenty-one guns, the broad
pendant and enfign were both ftruck, and
the commodore’s flag hoifted in their ftead.

The fhips that compofed the firft divifion
of the homeward fleet, were as follows :

for the Chamber of Amferdam :

the Kromeniwrg, Com. Frepeziex Kerces:
the Nieww Rboaw, Capt. Jonw Hewpricxs:
the Young Lieven, ... Hewny pe Hazt:

the Huir ter Mye, ... J. SPL1NTER STAVORINUS £
the Weefduin, ... Micn. Goprrey LemMaN:

for Zealand »
the Duimenbure, Capt. Jouw Verueexe:
the Young Samuel, Capt. Peyer AncLEvORST:

for Delft »
the Lady dAwtoneita Conradiza :

for Rotterdam
the Flybing, Capt. Jacos 't Hazx:

for Hern »
the Ridderkerk, Capt. Peten Van Provew:

and for Emibuizen :
the Comelia Hillegonda, Capt. MarTiv Lapaay.

The
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The laftmentioned had failed for Holland,
on the 20th of O&ober, as forerunner of the
fleet, and the two firft followed on the 25th;
while the others had to ftop, for a fhip
which was daily expeéted from the coaft of
Coromandel, in order to take over the bales
of piece-goods fhe was to bring, and then
to receive the complement of their cargoes
in pepper. This veflel reached the road of
Batavia three days afterwards, and the re-
fhipment of the goods fhe brought, took
place immediately ; after which, the fhips
failed to the ifland Onruf, to take in
pepper.

On the 3d of November, the water-bailiff
came on board, to mufter the crew, which
was found to confift of one hundred and
eight feamen, eight foldiers, four mechanics,
four paflengers, and one man, who was fent
back to Europe, being unfit for the Com-
pany’s fervice.

On the sth of November, we got the laft
of our pepper on board, and, together with
the commanders of the fhips, the Young
Lieven, the Young Samuel, and the Lady An-

tonetta Conradina, having received our final
difpatches
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difpatches from the governor general, we
left the ifland Onruf, on the fame day, and
anchored the next afternoon, at three o'clock,
in the bay of Anjer. The Young Lieven,
and my fhip, baving ftill fome water to re-
ceive on board, remained here at anchor till
the gth, when we failed in the morning, and
at night we cleared the ftraits of Sunda, and
gotout to fea. The two other fhips had
failed the day before.

On the 10th, at noon, we took our laft
obfervation of Prince’s Ifland, and in the af-
ternoon, we loft fight of %ava, and fteered
firft s.w. till in the fouth latitude of g°,
where we were fure of meeting with the
fettled foutheafterly tradewind, and thence
we directed our courfe w.s.w.

As {oon as we were out at fea, we found
that our fhip was very leaky. We made
eighteen inches water every watch, fo that
we were obliged to keep the pumps con-
tinually at work. However narrowly we
fearched, we could not find where the leak
was, till about a month afterwards ; when
we accidentally difcovered that there was a
hole in the baw, on the larboard fide, two

feet
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feet under water. The carpenter contrived,
with much difficulty, to ram in a wooden
plug on the outfide ; for we could not get
at it within the thip. This reduced the in-
road of the water by one-half ; but the leak
was by no means ftopped, and our pumps
were frequently choaked by the pepper, and
we were forced to lift them out, to clear them
again.

The day after we were out at fea, we
loft fight of the Young Lieven, which fhip
outfailed us by full one-third, although
Captain HarT and I had agreed to keep in
company.

On the 17th, at five o’clock, r.M. we
faw a folar eclipfe, but we could take no
obfervation of its beginning, for the fun
was, at that time, obfcured by clouds ;
neither could we obferve the end, for the
fun fet at fix o’clock, before the eclipfe was
over.

We proceeded pleafantly on our voyage,
with the foutheaft tradewind, which carried
us quickly on, and paffing the tropic of
capricorn to the fouth, on the 28th of No-
vember, we computed on the 7th of De-
cember, that we were abreaft of the ifland

Madagafcar,
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Madagafecar. We perceived alfo, feveral
figns of land, and faw much red blubber
floating on the water. Hence we fteered
weit by fouth, to the latitude of 341°, and
thence due weft, towards the reef of An-
guillas.

The foutheaft tradewind began to fhift in
the fouth latitude of 26°, and we met with
variable winds, which were, however, very
favourable. The compafles fhewed the
greateft variation of 25° and 26° N.w. be-
tween 62° and 50° eaft longitude ; and far-
ther to the weft, the variation began gra-
dually to decreafe.

On the 21t of December, we obferved a
change in the colour of the water, from a
clear blue, to dark green, and a high fea
rolled in from the s.w. Thefe were indica~
tions that we were near the reef of -
guillas ; and at funfet, we founded in {feventy
fathoms, grey fand with fhells,

This reef fretches out from the conti-
nent, as far as 36° fouth latitude, and per»
haps farther, but the foundings are, in fome
places, thereabouts, two hundred fathoms,
By the depth, and the nature of the bottom
upon the reef, you may know whether yoy

are
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are to the eaftward, or to the weftward of
Cape Anguillas. To the eaftward, the
ground is hard, and to the weftward, foft,
Ioofe mud, with a much greater depth; fo
that having paffed the cape to the weft, you
get out of foundings by degrees.

The heavy feas, that are occafioned by
the ftorms, which are fo frequently met
with, on the reef, make it a very dangerous
part of the navigation, and the Company
have loft, in confequence, many fhips; efpe-
cially of the fecond divifion, or thofe that
come upon the reef in the months of April
and May, at which time the weather is the
moft ftormy. Ships going to the Cape of
Good Hope cannot avoid paffing over the
reef, in order to be certain of their longi-
tude, and not to overfhoot the cape. On
account, however, of the danger attending
it, orders were given by the Company, in
the years 1767 and 1768, for their thips,
which pafied here in that time of the year,
to haul in upon the outfide of the reef, in
order to afcertain their fituation, and rec-
tify their eftimation; but on meeting with
foundings, then to ftand direétly fouth, in
order to run round the reef, without touch-

in g
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ing at the Cape of Good Hope; but inftead
of that, to touch at S¢. Helena, for refrefh-
ment. This mode, however, proved to be
attended with worfe confequences ; and all
their fhips are accordingly again allowed to
touch at the Cape of Good Hope, except the
laft thip, which refrefhes at . Helena.

On the 23d of December, we had, at
noon, a glimpfe of the land of Africa, but
foon loft fight of it, nor could we, on ac-
count of the hazinefs of the weather, dif=
tinguith what part of it we had feen.

On the 25th, we faw it again, with a
clear {ky, in 34° 57’ fouth latitude. The
land appeared with a decp inlet, or bay, the
weft point of which floped down into the
fea ; and behind it we ifaw high rugged
mountains, fituated far inland. The beach
was very low and fandy. To the north,
were fome irregular white eminences, re-
fembling chalkhills ; and a little more to
the caftward, we faw a hill, forming a regu-
lar arch. We could fee land to the weft-
ward, from the mafthead, appearing like two
round hummocks. We faw a thick fioke
rifing inland ; hence we concluded, that we
were before Vieefech, or Flefh Bay.

In
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In the night, and part of the following
day, we had a ftorm from the weftward,
with a high fea, which ftrained the fhip
very much. This wefterly wind continued
till the 28th, when it came round to the s.E.
and the next day we ran in fight of Cape des
Anguillas, and the fteep headland of Ris Dolce.
This laft is very remarkable, and thews like
Portland Point in the Britith Channel.

Rectifving our eftimation here, we found
that fince our laft obfervation, at Primce’s
Hland,we were 3° ¢, or 39 leagues, more to
the weftward, than by the fhip’s reckoning.
At the fame time we faw a large fhip to the
northward, which we loft fight of in the
evening ; we afterwards found that the was
the Young Lieven, who had left the ftraits of
Sunda, in company with us.

The next day, being the 3oth of Decem-
ber, we found ourfeives, at f{unrife, abreaflt
of Falfe Bay, and fteered our courfe for Ta-
ble Bay. At noon we were in fight of the
Lion’s Mountain, for which we fteered ; and
afterwards for Sandbill Point ; before, how-
ever, we got fo far, we were becalmed un-
der the Lion’s-bead, and we could not fteer
the fhip, while it blew a ftorm from the

fouthealt,
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foutheaft, a quarter of a league from us. Af-
ter having been becalmed about halfan hour,
we got a breeze, which foon carried us off
fhore ; but reaching Sandbill Point, it en-
creafed to fuch a ftiff gale, and was accom-
panied with fuchviolent fqualls, falling down
from the mountains, that we found it im-
pofiible to work into the road ; and we ac-
cordingly refolved to run for Robben, or Seal
Ifland, and anchor under it. We caft an-
chor in the road of this ifland, in fifteen fa-
thoms, fandy bottom, and found lying here
the thip Young Lieven, which had reached the
anchorage three hours before us.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIL

Anchorage in TABLE Bav.—Departare from the
Carr oF Goop Hore.—Fiew of ST. HELENA,
—0f AscExnsion [fland —The Grafs-fea.—Ani-
malcule found in the floaring Seaweed.—Council
beld by the Commodore—Pajfage to the Weft of
the Azorres — Narrative of a Woman, who bad
enliffed as a Soldier—Meeting with the cruifing

Frigates of Liizarp Point.—Arrival at the
TixgL,

ON the following day, in the morning,
the Company’s officer, ftationed on the
ifland, came on board, and brought refrefh-
ments for the crew, confiting of twelve
fheep and fome vegetables, This is the
allowance delivered to every Company’s thip,
that anchors at the ifland.

On the 1ft of January 1771, the wind
veering, in the morning, to the N.w. we
weighed anchor, together with the Young
Lieven, and ftzered for the road ; but when
we were about a quarter of a league from
the anchoring-ground, the foutheaft wind
purft upon us, over the mountains, fo that
we were obliged to come to an anchor, in

the
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the outer road, under the Lion’s-tail; and
as the wind continued to blow in violent
fqualls, we could not reach the inner road
before the 3d, on which day we caft anchor
there,at teno'clock, A.m. and weimmediately
moored our fhip, ftem and ftern, faluting
the commodore of the homeward fleet, with
eleven guns, which was returned us with the
fame number.

We found feven fhips of the homeward
fleet, lying at anchor here, viz. the Kroo-
menburg, the Nieuw Rboon, the Lady An-
tonetta Conradina, the Cornelia Hillegonda,
the Young Samuel, the Young Lieven, and the
Ridderkerk.

The Woeflduin arrived on the 4th, the
Flufbing, on the 13th, and the Duinenburg,
an the 31ft. This laft had, fome time be-
fore, anchored under Rodéen 1fland, but her
cable breaking, in a gale of wind, fhe had
been driven out to fea,

After a ftay of full five weeks, during
which the crews partook of the ufual re-
frethments of the place, fix of the thips
belonging to the homeward fleet, one of
which was the commodore’s, received or-
ders to fail for Holland. Thefe were, the

Kroonenburg,
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Kroonenburg, the Huis ter Mye, the Young
Samuel, the Lady Antonetta Conradina, the
Flufbing, and the Ridderkerk ; the Cornelia
Hillegonda, had failed on the 1oth of Janu-
ary, as forerunner.

On the 7th of February, we received
our final difpatches from the governor of the
Cape of Good Hope, together with orders,
to keep in company with the commodore.
We, however, lay ftill, till the gth, as the
violence of the foutheaft wind prevented
any of the thips from weighing till then.
On that day we all fet fail, and about noon
we got out of the bay, and each of the
thips faluting the commodors with eleven
guns, we fteered to the wav.w.

At funfer, we took our laft obfervation of
the land of Africa, the Table Mountain,
bearing s.E. ten leagues off.

The next day, at noon, we changed our
courfe to N.w. by fignal from the com-
modore, and {teered for the latitude of the
ifland of Sz. Helena.

Our fhip was now perfeily tight. The
leak, which we had difcovered at fea, had
been repaired at the Cape. 'We found under
the fheathing, a feam in the fhip's fide, that

was
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was entirely open, {o that it was a great hap-
p:nef- that the fheathing was but lirtle 'das
maged ; for, if this had been wholly gone,
where the feam lay that was open, we
thould have had much difficulty to keep the
fhip above water. We did not perceive the
leaft ieakinefs, during the remainder of the
voyage, and were not once obliged to pump,
from the Cape to the Channel.

The favourable wind, with which we
had left the road of the Cape, foon brought
us into the foutheaft tradewind:; with
which we ran in fight of the ifland S¢. He-
lena, on the 26th of February.

This ifland, which lies in the {fouth lati-
tude of 15°, and full 13° eaft longitude from
the meridian of Teneriffe, is high, and moun-
tainous, and has a barren appearance, in
paffing by. The Englith have taken pof-
feflion of it, and eftablifhed it, for a place
of refrethment, for their Eaft-Indiamen.
Our thips, likewife, in cafe of neceffity,
fometimes touch there.

Lofing fight of §t. Helena, the following
morning, we continued to fteer N.w. and
on the sth of March, we made the ifland

Afcenfion, and failed clofe under it.
The
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The latitude of this ifland is about 8°
fouth, and its longitude 41° : it is alfo high
and mountainous, yet not fo much fo as
St. Helena ; it is, likewife, {maller in cir=
cumference. It is uninhabited, and per-
fetly fterile, being almoft nothing but a
bare rock. It, however, affords freth wa-
ter, though the watering-place is difficult of
accefs. The beach abounds in turtles, who
lay their eggs in the fand, in order to be
hatched by the heat of the fun. The Danes
frequently vifit this ifland, for the fake of
procuring a fupply of turtle.

We faw, as we failed by, heavy breakers
foaming on its eaft fide, to a confiderable
diftance from the ifland.

On the 13th of March, we paffed the
equator, in the longitude of 356°. The
{outheaft tradewind failed us in the third
degree of north latitude, and ran round to
the northeaft, with which we purfued our
voyage, failing clofe-hauled by the wind.

As our thip was the floweft failer of the
fleet, we were obliged to carry a prefs of
fail, in order to keep up with the others,
whereby we fplit our maintopmatft.

On the 31ft of March, I loft my fecond

lieutenant,
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lieutenant, HENry VERBURG, Who had been
unfit for duty, by fickuefs, from the begin-
ning of Decembe .

On the 2d of April, in the north latitude
of 22°, we faw, for the firft tume, the fea-
weed, called gulph-weed®. This feaweed
confifts of {mall green bunches, large fields
of which are fometimes feen floating on the
water; they are moftly difpofed in long
bands, feparated from each other by narrow
intervals, and lying longitudinally in the
direction of the winds, which generally blow
here, between N.N.E. and E.N.e. It is as
yet unknown, whether this weed grows upon
the furface of the fea, or whether it is pro-
duced at the bottom, and afterwards rifes to
the fuperficiest. It is worthy of obfervation,
that it is not found, in fuch large quantities,
in any other part of the ocean ; whence, and
from its verdant appearance, the fea here-
abouts is called the grafs-fea, by the feamen.
The depth is here, as elfewhere in the main

* Fucus satans.

+ Dr. Tuunserc, the latelt fcientific voyager, who fays
any thing concerning this marine produ@ion, is of opinion,
that it grows as it floats in the water, and fhoots forth new
fhoots af’ the extremities, which grow larger by degrees.
Thunmberg’s Travels, vol. iv.p.276. 7.

ocean,
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ocean, unfathomable. It is between the latia
tudes of 21° and 34° north, that this fea-
weed is moftly met with, decreafing thence
daily, in quantity, to 38° or 39°, where it
wholly difappears. Neither is any of it feen
to the caftward of the Cape Verde or Canary
Iflands, {o that it muft be produced, or col-
le®ed, far to the weftward of thefe iflands.
A great number of martine animalcule, in-
finitely vatious in fhape, are harboured in
this feagrafs: fome of them are as large as
the joint of a finger. They are familiarly
called feacows, fealions, &c. in allufion
to fuch known land-animals as they reiemble
the neareft in fhape *. Their fubftance is a
thick flime, fo that they cannot be preferv-
ed, either in fpirits, or in any other way.

On the 3d of April, we paffed the tropic of
cancer, and on the following day, the com-
modore made the fignal for all the captains
of the fleet to come on board.

As foon as we were alfembled, which was

» Dr. Thuxaera enumerates, among the animals which
he met with in this feaweed, the folles pelagics, the cancer
mimutus, and the lpbius biffrio; and Captain STEDMAN par-
ticularizes the bigpscampas, or feahorfe, which be aptly com-
pares to the chevalier or koight of a chefsboard. .

at
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at eight o'clock in the morning, we were
formed into a council, in which the fecret
papers and orders committed to the com-
modore, at the Cape of Good Hope, with
directions not to open them, till the fleet was
in the prefent latitude, were read. They
containeﬂ, a defignation of the place, where
we were to look out for the fhips of war,
which were cruifing to meet us, being the
Lizard Point in the Channel, and the pri-
vate fignals of recognizance of them.

After this, we fat in judgment on the
crime of one of the crew of the Lady Anto-
netta Conradina, who, being found guilty of
mutiny, was fentenced to be ducked three
times from the mainyard, to be feverely
flogged before the maft, and afterwards re-
moved to the thip Flufbing ; which fentence
was immediately put in execution,

Having thus concluded our bufinefs, we
fpent the remainder of the day in merri-
ment ; and at funfet we returned on board
of our own fhips, faluting the commodore
with eleven guns from each,

Our north latitude, at noon, that day, was
24° 49, and our lon gitude, by the average
computation of all the fhips, 338° 49"

The
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The northeaft tradewind left us the follow-
ing day, and was fucceeded, firft by calms,
and afterwards by wefterly and variable
winds. Thefe were fometimes pretty high,
and occafioned fo great a fwell of the fea,
that it at times broke over us. On the 18th
and 1gth of April efpecially, we had a high
wind and fea, with which we ran paft the
iflands Corve and Fleres, which are the moft
wefterly of the Azores, leaving them, how-
ever, out of fight, on our right.

Hitherto, nothing of material confequence
had happened on board of my fhip, during
the time we had been at fea, which is rather
a fingular circumftance in fuch voyages;
but on the 2d of May, we met with an un-
expected occurrence, which had no relation
to the fhip's affairs.

A woman, one MARGARET REYMERS,
had difguifed herfelf in men’s clothes, in the
beginning of the laft year, and had enlifted
as a foldier on board of the fhip Schoonzicht ;
fthe had long kept her fex concealed, but
being at laft difcovered, the was put on
fhore at the Cape of Good Hope, and kept
there, in order to be fent back to Holland,

by the homeward fleet. The governor of
the
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the Cape made choice of my fhip .for that
purpofe, as there was a lady on board, who
had taken her paffage with me from Bateuiz
for Holland ; and whom this weman was to
ferve, as a maid, during the voyage. The
miftrefs had hitherto obferved nothing amifs
in her fervant, nor the leaft figns of preg-
nancy, till the moment that the heard the
crying of a child, the maid being then, as
fhe thought, lying afleep on a cheft in her
room. The furgeon being called, we found
that the woman had been delivered of a
female child ; and the mother told him that
the father of it, wasa furgeon’s mate at the
Cape of Good Hope. Some days afterwards,
1 had the curiofity to afk her, what had in-
duced her to go to India as a foldier ; fhe
an{wered, that the was a farmer’s daughter,
in the duchy of Oldenburg, and had left her
native country, on account of ill treatment ;
that coming to Hamburgh, fhe there met
with a Dutch recruiting officer, who advifed
her to put on male attire, faying, that if fhe
would go to India, which he would affift her
to do, the would make her fortune ; he,
accordingly, conveyed her to Rotterdam,
whence the had been pPut on board of

the
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the Scheonzicht ; the had remained unnoticed
for two months on board, but at laft the firft
lieutenant difcovered her. At the Cape,
fhe had been weak enough, fhe fad, to
liften to the profeffions of the furgeon’s mate,
who had feduced her, and who, after re-
peated promifes of marriage, having got her
with child, had abandoned her. She was in
the fixth month of her pregnancy, when fhe
came on board, and had hoped that the thip
would have reached its deftination before the
time of her delivery. She was between
twenty-three and twenty-four years of age,
tall, and of a large and coarfe make, by
which fhe could eafily pafs for a2 man, in her
foldiers’ uniform.

Three days after this event, we came into
foundings, in the chops of the Channel,
ainety fathom ; but the violent eafterly winds
prevented us from making the Sci/ly iflands
till the r1th of May, when we got fight of
them, at noon.

At four o'clock, p.M. two Texel pilots
came on board of us, and others on board of
the other fhips of the {quadron, bound to the
Texel.

The next day, at feven o'clock, a.M. we

faw
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faw the two fhips of war, that were cruifing
for us, off Lizard Point; and our commodore
ftood towards them. About nine o’clock,
he made the private fignal of recognizance,
which was anfwered by one of the frigates.

When we were within about half a league
of them, our commodore faluted with thir-
teen guns, and ftruck his flag, but which, as
foon as the frigate had returned his falute, he
hoifted again. This occafioned much mif=
underftanding between the commodore of
the homeward fieet, who infifted upon con-
tinuing to bear his commodore’s flag, and
Captain VAN Braam, commander of the
two frigates, who would not fuffer this, and
would only allow the commodore to carry an
enfign at the maintop. To this he was at
laft obliged to fubmit, after we had been de-
tained for five or fix hours during a favour-
able gale, by the boats going backwards
and forwards, in order to bring the com-
modore to reafon, and to fettle this punétilio,

By our obfervation at the Lizard Point,
we found, that fince our laft oblervation, off
the ifland Afeenfion, on the gth of March,
we were 4° 32/, or 45 leagues, more to the
weftward, than by computation,

At
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At funfet, we made fail, in company with
both the frigates, fteering for the Start
Point.

The next morning, the commander made
a fignal for all captains of fhips to come on
board, when I found that this was our States’
frigate the Thetis, under the command of
Captam Wirriam VAN Braam, and the
other, the Triton, Captain RapERs, which
laft was to convoy us farther, to the ports to
which we were bound.

Being returned on board of our own thips,
Captain Van Braam, made the fignal tc
feparate, and returned to his cruifing ftation
off the Lizard Point, returning, when he
left us, with eleven guns, the falute of thir-
teen, given by the commodore of the horpe-
ward fleet.

While we were lying by, all the fhips of
the fleet were examined by two officers of
the Thetis.

We met with eafterly winds and calms in
our paffage up the Channel, fo that it was
only on the 22d of May, that we paffed
the Straits of Dover, and entered the North
Sea

On the following day, the Young Samuel,
the
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the Flufbing, and the Lady Antonetta Con-
radina, {eparated from us, the firft for Zeg-
Jand, and the two laft for Goeree *.

At nine o’clock, A.M. on the 24th of May,
we difcovered the caaft of Holland,and at ten,
we faw the fteeple of Egmend. Shortly after-
wards the frigate made the fignal for puthing
on. We faluted with eleven guns, and were
anfwered with five. We then worked up for
the Texel roads, and at five o'clock, ».M.
we came to anchor, in the fouth gut, falut-
ing the road with eleven guns; and on

the 26th of May, the crew were difcharged
by the direftor BEAumonT,

* An ifland at the entrance of the lﬂuﬁ T.

BOGK
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OBSERVATLONS RESPECTLNG THE ISLAND
OF JAVA.

CHAPTFR L

Situation of JavA.—Straits of Sunpa.—Prince’s
lfland—Dwars 15 peN Wec.—Bay of An-
JER.—Claim- of the Dutch Eaft-India Company
to the Sovereignty of the Strails. of Suxoa.—Bay-
of Bantam,—Roed of Batavia—LKingdow of
Bantam.—Tributary to the Company.—Speech
made on the Appeintment of a Succeffor to the
Throne.—Empire of JaccaTRa—Of Curar-
BON.—Of the SOESOEHOENAM, or Emperor of
Java.—Of the Sultan.—Principality of Mas
puRra.—Political Condui? of the Company towards
the-native Princes.

THE ifland of ¥ava, which is one of the
largeft of thofe conftituting the great Ori-
ental Archipelago, is fituated. between 6°
and ¢° fouth latitude, and extends from
120° ta 131° eaft longitude from Temerife,

being
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being one hundred and fixty-five Dutch
miles in length. It lies nearly in the direétion
of eaflt and weft. To the fouth, and fo the
weft, its fhores are wathed by the fouthern
Indian Ocean ; to the northweft of it, lies
the ifland of Sumatra ; to the north, Borneo;
to the northeaft, Celabes; and to the eaft
that of Ba/i: from which laft it is feparated
by a narrow paflage, called the Straits of
Bali. Thearm of the fea which runs be-
tween fava and Sumatra, is known by the
appellation of the Straits of Sunda. The
length of this channel, is, on the Sumatra
fide, taken from the Fi/ar Point, to Varkens,
or Hoz Point, fifteen German miles; and,
on the Fava fide, from the ﬁl:f.f point, or
Java Head, to the point of Bantam, full
twenty. In the mouth of the ftrait, lies
Prince’s land, about a league and a half
from the coaft of Fava, and full fix leagues
from that of Sumatra.

Prince’s Hland, is low, and only about
four leagues in circumference. It has, how-
ever, two hills, one at its eaft end, and the
other a little more to the fouth, which make
it vifible at a moderate diftance, efpecially
the hill, which lies at the eaft end, and which

15



[ 203 ]

is accordingly called the high hill, by navi-
gators .

There is a {ftone reef at its s.w. fide,
which, according to the charts, extends a
league and a half out to fea, and is dan~
gerous for the thips which pafs through the
paffage between this ifland and Fava.
Prince’s Ifland is covercd with trees, and
affords an agreeable profpeét to the paffing
feamen: it is inbabited by Javanefe, who
fubfift by fithing.

By the fituation of this ifland, at the en-
trance of the ftraits of Swnda, are formed
two paffages; the one, running between
Prince’s Ifland and fava, has been called
the Behouden, or Secured Pajlage,and is made
ufe of, for the moft part, by thofe fhips
which have to pafs the ftraits, during the
foutheaft monfoon, in order, that, failing
clofe in with the fhore of Fava, they may
foon get within anchoring-depth, and not be
in danger of being driven out to fea again,
by the currents, which at that time of the

* The Englifh call it the Pike: in Licut. Coox’s voyage
in the Endegwour, there is a more ample account of this
ifland, T,

year,
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year, fet ftrongly out of the ftraits, to the
weltward.

The other paffage, which is called by
feamen, bet Groote Gat, or the Great Channel,
fometimes ferves alo as an entrance to the
ftraits, during the foutheaft monfoon ; but
¥ is with the greateft difficulty, and after
@ continued fhruggling with the foutheafterly
winds, and the currents, that this can be
effeéled ; and: ir is not an unfrequent cir-
cumflance that five or fix weeks are fpent,
m working vp a diftance, which, in the weft
monfoon, is often failed over, in twice as
many hours.

The Eaft-India Company’s thip, Luxem-
burg, Captain Roewm, affords an inftance
hereof: fhe failed on the 2d of June, 1768,
from the bay of Punto Galls, and came in
fight of the Fiat Point of Sumatra, at the
entrance of the ftraits, on the 24th of July,
but could not get upen the anchoring=~
ground, under the fhore of Fava, till the
21{t of November. It was, however, re~
markable, that the fhip Torenvlier, which
failed in company with the Luxemburg, from
Punto Gallo, reached Batavia, full three
months before her ; and hence appears how

much
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mmch fometimes one fhip is either a better
failer, or has better fortune than another,
though feamanthip and knowledge be upom
an equal footing.

Notwithftanding the difficulty of enter-
ing the ftraits on this fide, when thefe con-
trary winds and currents are in force, yet
almoft all the fhips which fall to leeward,
upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as
thofe which come from Suret, Malabar,
Ceylon, Coromandel, Bengal, or other plages
in the weft of India, are obliged to pafs
through this channel, as it is fcarcely poi-
fible for them to reach the windward fhore
of Feva, in the teeth of the foutheaft mon-
foon, and they therefore cannot avail of the
other paffage, That this, however, is nok
wholly impraéticable, appeared by the fhips,
the Young Lieven, and the Afia, who in the
month of June, 1770, effefled it; yet {uch
cafes are extremely rare.

The entrance of the firaits, oa this fide,
affords an uncommonly pleafing praofpeét,
near the Sumatran thore. Firft, the Fla#
Point, which is low, and covered with trees,
and behind it the majeftic mountains of
Sumatra, rifing with a gradugl aleent, and

reaching
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reaching to the clouds; a little more for-
ward, the Kerzers, or Emperor’s lfland, lifts
its high and {piry fummit ; farther on, the
Hlands Kraketau, Slybzee, and Pulo Bicie, or
the Jron Ifland, thew their mountains covered
with ever-verdant woods. The oppofite
coaft of Fava is not inferior to this, and im-
proves continually in appearance, as you pafs
along it, affording at the fame time good
anchorage, which is not to be met with on
the Sumatra fide. The numerous groves of
cocoanut-palms, and the rice-fields in the
background, give the moft pleafing ideas of
the fertility of the foil.

Twelve or thirteen leagues from Prince’s
Ifland, in the narroweft part of the ftrait,
and oppofite to Varkens, or Hog Point of
Sumatra, lies an ifland, that, on account
of its fituation, exallly in the middle of
the channel, has, with great propriety, ob-
tained the name of Dwars in den Weg,
Thwart the Way, or Middle Ifle. It is low,
and of little extent, with fome {mall reefs,
which ftretch out from it here and there.
Like all the iflands in thefe feas, it is co-
vered with wood, and, as far as I know, it
is uninhabited.

A ffrong
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A ftrong current runs through the paf-
fages on either fide of this ifland, during the
whole year, fetting, with the prevmhn:r
eafterly or wefterly winds, either to the
northeaft or to the fouthweft, although it
fometimes happens, that the current runs
contrary to the diretion of the wind, fora
fhort time. Between Dwars in den Weg and
the coaft of Fava, and farther on to the point
of Bantam, there appears to be a fettled cur-
rent, independent of the wind; at leaft 1
found, when, in the month of June, com-
ing from Bengal, with the fhip Cornelia Hil=
legonda, 1 lay at anchor, for a day and a half,
in the bay of Anjer, over againft Dwars in
den Weg, that the current changed its courfe
to a contrary direftion, twice in four-and-
twenty hours ; that, however, which flowed
towards the ftraits, was full as ftrong again,
as that which fet the oppofite way : the s.E.
monfoon was then at its height. I experi-
enced the fame thing in the month of No-
vember of the fame year, with the thip Huis
ter Mye, though it was then in the latter end
of the monfeon.

Ships paffing out through the ftraits of

Sunda,
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Sunda, often anchor in the bay of Anjer, in
order to take in their laft fupply of frefh
water, from 3 rivulet which runs from the
mountains into the fea, =t this place, clofe
to a little grove of cocoanut-trees. There
is likewife a Javanefe village, which is un«
der the jurifdiction of the king of Bantawt,
and which has erroneoufly been reckoned,
by fome travellers, among the large cities
of Javs, though it has nothing that can be.
conftrued into a town.

Not far from this place, there is an iflet
or rock, entirely overgrown with bruth-
wood, which is called the Brabandfeb-koedje;
and a little farther to the north, a fimilar
one, called the Toppers-hoedje®; this laft is
fteep and bold, having fifty fathom depth
clofe to it.

The Dutch Eaft-India Company claim
an abfolute fovercignty over the Straits of
Sunda, and this is acknowledged by all the
other powers. The Company require the
falute, and have the right of interdicting
this paflage to all other nations, though they

* Thefe {mall iflands are called the Cap and Button, by the
Englifh navigators. 7.

do
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do not put their right in force . This
right is maintained as proceeding from the
circumftance, that the land on both fides of
the ftraits is tributary to the Company ; viz.
the kingdom of Bantam on the Fava thore,
and on the other fide the land of Lampon,
with that which lies farther weftward, being
conquered provinces belonging to Bantam.
There is a refolution, on this fubje&, of the
council of India, and articles are included
in the fecret orders, which are given to the
Company’s thips, bound to the weft of India,
refpecting the falute to be required of the
fhips of other nations; which order is not
to be opened, unlefs they chance to meet
with fuch.

From Anjer to the point of Bantam, the
country appears, in general, with high
mountains inland, and a foreland more level.
From this point, which is the northernmoft
extremity of Fava, the land declines to the
foutheaft, and makes a deep bay; and in

# This claim has never been openly made by the Dutch,
except indeed their putting fundry queftions to all firange
fhips who pafs the firaits, as circumftantially related in
Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour, may be conftrued into fuch
a claim ; and it would probably not be allowed, by the other
pations who trade to India, if infifted upon. T.

the
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the fartheft part of the bight is fituate the
city of Bantam, of which I have already
made fome mention, and fhall fay more
refpeting it hereafter.

From the point of Pontang, which forms
the eaftern extremity of the bay of Bantam,
as that which we have juft mentioned does
the weftern, the land is every where very
low ; yet there are high mountains inland,
among which the Blue mountain towers
above the reft. Although this mountain
lies at a great diftance, towards the fouth
fide of the ifland, and foutheaft from Bata-
via, yet it is feen before Bantam. It was
formerly, as is related, a volcano ; but no-
thing of this kind is at prefent perceivable.

The navigation from this place to the
road of Batavia, affords the motft agreecable
profpeéts, by the numerous fmall iflands,
covered with perpetual verdure, which are
ftrewed, at it were, along the fea. The
anchoring-ground is every where very good,
but there are many rocks, which are from
ten to eighteen fect under water, and which
fometimes occafion much damage to the
veflels that do not carefully avoid them.
The government of Batavia, however, have

caufed
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caufed buoys to be placed upon them, moor-
ed by heavy anchors; and upon fome of
them beacons are erefted ; but when thefe
are wathed away by the currents, the navi-
gator muft avoid the rocks, by taking the
bearings of the feveral iflands.

The road of Batavia is jultly efteemed
one of the beft in the world, as well with
regard to the anchoring-ground, which con-
fifts of a foft clay, as with regard to the
fafety it affords to the fhips which anchor
in it, and to the number which it can con-
tain. Although the road is open from the
N.w. to E.N.E. and ecaft, yet fhips lie as
fecure and quiet as if they were landlocked,
on account of the numerous iflands which
lie on that fide, and break the force of the
waves. Ships, therefore, are never obliged
to moor ftem and ftern here; and the cur-
rent which runs within the iflands is not
ftrong, but without them it is very viclent.

In the road, neareft to the town; lies a
guardfhip, commonly called the admiral-
thip, with an enfign at the top, from which,
both in the day and in the night, fuch fig-
nals are made to the other fhips in the road,

as the commanding officer fhall think need-
ful.
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ful. For feveral years paft, it has been re-
gulated, that one of the captains of the
fhips in the road, fhould keep guvard on
board this thip, in order that, in cafe of ac-
cident, by fire or otherwife, there may be
always fomebody at hand, to give the ne-
ceflary direttions, as the other captains of
the veflels generally pafs the night in the
city. On fuch occafions, a fignal is made
from the admiral-fhip, to give information,
in order that the neceffary afliftance be im-
mediately fent from the fhore.

Before 1 fay any thing of Batavia, it will
not be improper to relate how far the power
of the Eaft-India Company extends over the
whole ifland of Fava. This is divided into
four empires, or kingdoms, which are, either
wholly or in part, fubjeét to the dominion
of the Company.

The firft, to begin from the weft, is the
kingdom of Bantam ; this is governed by its
own kings, with full power of life and
death over their fubjeéls; yet they are tri-
butary to the Company, paying a yearly
acknowledgment of a hundred &bars of
pepper, or 37,500 pounds weight. Befide
which, there is a firi¢t engagement entered

nto
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into by the king, not to fell any pepper, or
any thing clie of the produce of his country,
to other nations. It muft all be delivered
to the Company, for a certain ftipulated
price. And this does not folely regard the
pepper, produced in his dominions in fava,
but likewife all that is grown in his other
territories, his conquered provinces, fituated
in the great ifland of Bornes, and in Suma-
¢ra, which likewife yield much pepper ; and
fhe Company have accordingly refidencies
eftablithed, in the firft, at Banjermaffing, and
in the laft, at Lampon Teulabouwa, which
ferve, in the fame way as Fort Speelwyk
does at Bantam, to enforce the fulfilment of
the treaties, and to prevent a contraband
trade.

The king of Bantam is al{o deprived of the
power of appointing his own fuccefior, and
the Company nominate one of the royal
family to fucceed him, as latterly took place
in the year 1767.

The {peech made, on that occafion, by Mr.
OssENBERG, ordinary counfellor of India,
who was deputed thither from Batdvia, to
reprefent the'united Dutch Eaft-India Com-
pany, as lord paramount, appeared to me,

from
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from its peculiarity, well worthy of being
literally inferted ine this place, as tranflated
out of the Malay, which was the language
in which it was delivered, as follows :

“ His excellency the governor general,
“ and the honourable the council of India,
“ having thought fit and refolved, to appoint
‘“ me, as their commiffary plenipotentiary
“ to the court of Bantam, in order, at the
“ requeft of the king, to propofe and ap-
‘ point, his majefty’s eldeft {fon Pangorang
“ (prince) GusTi, as hereditary prince, and
“ fucceffor to the empire of Bantam; and,
* this defirable period being now arrived,
“ in confequence, I, the commiffary afore-
¢ faid, in the name and behalf of the ge-
¢¢ neral Eaft-India Company of the Nether-
“ lands, appoint the faid pangorang, to be
‘¢ pangorang ratoo, eor hereditary prince,
“and heir to the crown and the whole
¢ empire of Bantam, by the title of AspuL
“ Moracir MoHAMED ALI JOUDEEN.

“ The commiffary expeés, that the faid
‘¢ pangorang ratoo will, at all times, con-
“ fider this, his important promotion, as a
¢ peculiar favour, and a great benefit con-
¢ ferred upon him by the honourable Com-

(14 Pan}r ;
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¢ pany; being adopted from this moment, as
¢ the grandfon of the Eaft-India Company of
‘¢ the Netherlands ; and that he will hence-
“ forward, on all occafions, and in all times,
¢ behave with integrity and gratitude te-
¢ wards them, obeying the commands of the
¢ honourable Company, and of the king his
“ father, during his whole life.”

After the appointment, this harangue
was again read, by order of the commiffary,
in the Malay language, in the prefente of
the king his father, of all the grandees of
his court, and a number of the Company’s
fervants, who had come from Batavia, and
belonged to the retinue of the commiffary ;
and the ceremony concluded with the play-
ing of gomgoms, and other demonitrations
of joy.

The fecond empire in Fava, is that of
Yaccatra, which is bounded, to the eaft, by
that of Cheribon, and to the weil, by the
kingdom of Bantam. Faccatra was for-
merly governed by its own kings, but the
laft of thefe, having been fubdued by the
arms of the Company in the year 1619,
they have ever fince poffeifed it, by the right
of conqueft, as fovereigns. It is under the
immediate government of the governor ge-

neral,
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neral, and the council of India, and all the
Javaneferof Faccatra, are therefore born the
Company’s fubjeéts. Before this revolution,
Jaccatra was the capital of the empire, but
Batavia, which is built very near the for=
mer, is now the chief place.

The third empire, is that of Cheribon.
This is at prefent under the dominion of
three different princes, who are independent
of the Company, and fovereigns in their re-
fpeftive diftricts. Yet they are their allies,
and, in the fame manner as the king of Ban-
fam, they are bound, by treaty, to fell all
the produce of their territories, exclufively
to the Company, and not to permit zny
other nation than the Dutch, to enter their
dominions; for the due maintenance of which
conditions, the Company likewife take care
to guard and garrifon their feaports.

Thefe princes would be the only ones in
Fava, who poffeffed not only nominal, but
alfo real fovereignty, were it not for the
fituation of their dominions, which lie be-
tween Faccatra, and the empire of the Soe-

JSoehoenam, or emperor of ¥ava, who is alfo
a dependant on the Company ; of whom they
muft of courfe ftand in awe, and whofe

wifhes
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withes they muft in every refpet obferve;
for if they do not, the Company make no
fcruple of dethroning one prince, and
eftablifhing another in his ftead.

The Company exercifed their power in
this refpeét, in the commencement of the
year 1769. One of thefe Cheribon princes,
not treating his {ubjeéts well, was put under
arreft, by orders from the council of India,
and banifhed to the caftle Fiiforia, in the
ifland of Amboyna; while another prince of
the blood was elevated to the vacant dig-
nity, upon the condition, however, of his
furnithing a certain annual fum of money,
for the fupport of his imprifoned prede-
ceflor.

The fourth empire, is that of the Sag/Beboe-
nam, or empercrof fava, which isoften called
Soefoehoenam Mataram, from the place of his
refidence. This empire, comprehended, of
old, the greateft part of the ifland: that of
Cheribon, once formed part of it, and it was
then very powerful; but, fince our nation
has been eftablithed here, it has loft much of
its luftre and importance. Yet it remained
undivided till about the middle of the pre-
fent century, when the emperor, found him-

felf



[ 218 |

felf fo much embaraffed, in confequence of
the rebellion of Manko Boeni, a prince of
the blood, that he made a ceffion of his ter-
nitories to the Company, who, in return,
granted him the half back again as their
vaffal, and promifed him their proteétion,
engaging at the fame time, never to make
any one emperor of fava, who was not a
prince of the imperial family.

The empire being thus {plit into two
parts, the other half, was, in the fame man-
ner, given to Manko Boeni, as the Com-
pany’s vaffal, under the ritle of Su/tan, with
the like promife of proteétion, and the like en=
gagement never to nominate any other than
princes of his family, as fucceffors to his
dignity. This other half, therefore, confti-
tutes the fifth empire of Fava.

To thefe may be added a fixth, though it
does not properly belong to Fava; being a
feparate ifland, but clofe to it. I mean the
ifland and principality of Madura, which is
divided from Fava, by a narrow ftrait. It
is under tlie government of a prince, who
is equally a vaffal of the Company, who, on
this account, alfo difpofe refpeéting the fuc-
ceffion.

All
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All thefe princes are under engagements
(as has already been noticed with refpett to
Bantam, and to Cheribon ), to deliver the pro-
duce of their refpe@ive countries to the
Company alone, and not to fell any of it to
any other nation; likewife, not to enter
into any conneions, or treaties, with other
powers; and great care 1s taken, toen-
force thefe conditions, by the Company,
whofe numerous forts and garrifons, along
the whole north coaft of ‘favae, render
the contravention of them extremely dif-
ficult, if not wholly impoffible, to the na-
tive princes.

Were they, however, all to unite againft
the Company, the latter would be in a very
difagreeable predicament ; but their mutual
and unceafing jealoufies and animofities,
are fafeguards againft this. Though the
Company’s government do not perhaps fo-
ment, yet they do not extinguith the flames
of difcord ; which being always kept fmioul-
dering, make one native prince prevent
whatever another may defign againft the
Company, by giving them immediate advice
thereof.

It was likewife for very folid political

reafons,
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reafons, that the empire of fava, was allow-
ed, or rather contrived, to be divided into
two flates; for fuch an extent of territory
as it formerly comprehended, would always
have made whoever was its fole mafter, a
dangerous neighbour to the Company,where-
as being now under the dominion of two
different men, who are likswife irreton-
cileable enemies, it is eafily kept in entire
fubjeétion.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IL

Situation of Java.— Climate.—Land and Sea
Winds.—Monfoons.—Thunder forms — Rivers.—
Produions.— Pepper.—Rice.—Sugar.—C ffee.—
Cotton-Yarn—Salt.—Indigo.— Timber.—Fraits.
— Vaf# Variety of them.—The Natives.—Tbeir
Charafler.— Drefs. — Cuftoms. — Dwellings. ==
Food. — Diverfions.— Religion. — Phyficians, —
Agriculture.

J AVA is fituated, as we have before ob-
ferved, to the fouth of the equator, in a
climate, which was thought uninhabitable
by the ancients, on account of the fcorching
heat, which they believed rendered the land
there fo arid and barren, as to be unable to
produce any thing for the fubfiftence of man.
This opinion originated from their total ig-
norance refpecting the interior parts of
Africa, which lie between the tropics, as
well as refpeting the Indies, and the great
peninfula beyond the Ganmges. The im-
provements of navigation, in modern times,
have exploded this error, and proved that
the lands near the equinoctial, far from

being
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being infertile and uninhabited, on the cone
trary, yicld the palm in nothing, to lefs tor-
rid regions, and are able to feed full as
many inhabitants, as the moft fertile coun-
try in the temperate climates, provided the
land be but properly cultivated.

The idea, that the heat muft be utterly
infupportable in thefe parts, is not fo abfurd,
for the fun is twice a year vertically over
them, and its rays fhoot almoft always in a
perpendicular line ; fo that it would, for cer-
tain, be nearly as bad as was fuppofed, if
Nature herfelf did not come to their affift-
ance, by .the refrefhing land and fea-breezes,
which blow here alternately, throughout the
year, and fo far moderate the heat, as to
make it bearable by moft men. As the
zifing and fetting of the fun, is likewife
always nearly at the fame hour, and fcarcely
differing more than a few minutes, the long
nights confequently cool the air fo much,
that in the morning, for an hour or two
before daybreak, it may be rather faid to be
cold than warm, efpecially for fuch people
as have refided here for fome time.

From the month of July to November,
which was the time of my laft ftay at Bata-

1 vid,
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wia, the thermometer of Fahrenheit was
always, in the hotteft part of the day, be-
tween 84° and go®, excepting only one day,
when it rofe to 92° ; and in the greateft de-
gree of coolnefs in the morning, it was fel-
dom lower than 76°. This thermometer
was placed in the open air, in the city,
thaded both from the rays of the fun, and
from their reflection.

The barometer uudergoes little or no
variation, and ftands for a whole year at
twenty-nine inches ten lines, as 1 was in-
formed by the Rev. Mr. Mour, who made
daily annotations thereof.

The warmth of the air decreafes greatly,
on approaching the mountains, which lie
towards the fouthern parts of the ifland.
Credible people-have affured me, that at the
country-feat of the governor general, which
is called Buitenzarg (rural care), and is fitu-
ated full fixteen Dutch miles fouth from
Batavia, at the foot of the Blue mountains,
the cold is fo great in the morning, that not
only thick clothes are requifite, but it is
difficult to become warm even with them *,

The

* Dr. Tevvsers, who vifited both Buitemzorg and the
Blue mountains, fays, that the climate there was very healthy

and
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The land and fea-winds, of which men-
tion has already been made, blow here every
day, without exception. The fea-breeze,
which, in the eaft monfoon is generally con-
fined between E.N.E. and north, but in the
weft monfoon runs as far as N.w~ and farther,
begins to blow, about eleven or twelve
o’clock in the forenoon. It encreafes in the
afternoon by degrees, till the evening, and
then dics gradually away, till about eight
or nine o'clock, it is perfeétly calm. The
land-wind then begins at midnight, or juft
before, and continues till an hour or two
after funrife, when it Ecncrally again falls
calm, till the {fea-breeze comes on at its ac-
cuftomed hour.

The year is divided into two feafons, one
of which is called the eaff monfoon*, or dry

and refrefhing, and the air, efpecially in the morning and
evening, not only cool, but abfolutely cold, infomuch, that,
not having brought a great-coat with him, he was * chilled,
“ and perfeitly fhivered with the cold evening air, in a coun-
“ try, that lies almoft dire&ly under the equator.” 7.

* The word menfeen (in Dutch, mouffn),is derived from
moyffim, which, in the Malay language, fignifies fafir, Sce
Varentyn befebryving van Ogft-Indic, vol. ii, p. 136.

Mr. Mazspex, in his Hiftory of Sumatra, pige 13, fays,
that the word mogfféem, of which the term monfbem appears to be
4 corruption, fignifies a year, both in Arabic, and in Malay. 7,

{eafon,
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feafon, and the other the wef monfoon, or
rainy feafon.

The eaft, or good monfoon (goede mouffon ),
commences in the months of April and May,
and ends in the latter end of September, or
the beginning of O&ober. The tradewinds
then” blow, about four or five leagues off
fhore, and through the whole of the Indian
feas, to the fouth of the line, from the s.E.
and E.s.E. at times, however, running as
far as s.s.e. with fine dry weather, and a
clear iky.

The weft, or bad monfoon (kwaade
mouffon ), generally begins in the latter end
of November, or the beginning of Decem-
ber. The wind then often blows with great
violence, and is accompanied by heavy tor=
rents of rain, which render this feafon very
unhealthy, and a time of the greateft mor-
tality. The fame winds are likewife found
to prevail every where to the fouth of the
line. They continue till the latter end of
February, or the beginning of March, and
then are very variable, till April ; in which
month, as I was informed, the -eafterly
winds begin to blow: hence thefe months,
as likewife Oétober and part of November,

are
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are called the fhifting months ; and thefe
times of the breaking up of the monfoons,
are clteemed, at Batavia, the moft unhealthy
of all.

It is very remarkable, that when the
wefterly winds blow as far as nine or ten
degrees to the fouth of the line, the con-
trary takes place, at the fame time, and to
the fame diftance, to the north of it; and
vice verfa, when the wefterly winds prevail
to the north, the eafterly winds blow to the
fouth of the line; which alternation is
greatly helpful to the navigation weftward
of Fava.

For fome years paft, it has been obferved
at Batavia, that the commencement of the
monfoons begins to be very uncertain, fo that,
neither their beginning, nor their end, can be
depended upon, with o much certainty, as
formerly ; the caufe of which has not hither-
to been difcovered.

Thunderftorms are very frequent at Bafa-
via,. efpecially towards the conclufion of the
monfoons, when they occur almoft every
evening. They, however, moftly pafs away
without doing any damage. I have noticed
in my journal the only two times, during

my
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my refidence there, that they did any; the
one, in the month of Auguft, 1769, whelt
I was at the ifland Onruff, where the light-
ning fell upon the powder-magazine, wholly
deftroying the tiled roof, while it fortu-
nately happened, that there was no powder,
at that time, in the magazine; the other,
when it ftruck the thip, the Admiral de Rui-
ter, in Oétober, 1770 ; both which accidents
were however unaccompanied by the de-
ftruction of any perfon.

To the beft of my knowledge, there are
no large rivers in Yava, navigable by vefl-
{els of even a moderate burden, but there
are many fmall ones, which flowing down
from the mountains, in a northerly direc-
tion, run into the fea, all along the north
coaft ; they are, however, moftly choaked
up at the mouth, by fands, or mudbanks,
which render their entrances, at low water,
very difficult to the fmalleft veflels.

On the bank, or bar, before Batavia, the
flood rifes about fix feet, though at {pring-
tides, as every where, it is more. High and
low water, likewife, only occur once in four-
and-twenty hours.

The produtions which the ifland yields,

arc
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are confiderable, and of great importance to
the Company ; more particularly for the laft
thirty years, in which period, the cultiva-
tion of coffee, and other articles, has been
affiduoufly profecuted and encouraged.

The chief produce is pepper, which is
moftly grown in the weftern part of the
land. This fpice is produced from a plant *
of the vine kind, which twines its ten-
drils round poles, or trees, like ivy or hops.
The pepper corns grow in bunches, clofe to
cach other. They are firft green, but af-
terwards turn black. When dried, they are
firft feparated from the duft, and partly from
the outward membranous coat, by means of
a kind of winnow, called a barp, and then
laid up in warehoufes, This winnow, or
barp, is an oblong frame, with a bottom of
ron wire, clofely twifted, fo that the pep-
percorns cannot pafs through it ; this is fet
floping, and the ungarbled pepper rolling
along it, frees itfelf from moft of its im-
purities,

The empire of Bantam, with its depen-
dencies at Lampon, yield annually to the

* Piper nigram,
Company,
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Company, more than fix millions of pounds
of this fpice. This pepper is efteemed the
next beft to that which *comes from the
coaft of Malabar. That from Pajembang,
of which likewife a very confiderable quan-
tity is delivered to the Company, as well
as that of Bormeo, is of a much inferior
quality *,

The price, for which the king of Bantam
is obliged to fell all the pepper, produced in
his dominions, is fixed -at fix rixdollars, or
fourteen gilders and eight ftivers per picol,
of one hundred and twenty-five pounds -

It has been the opinion of many, that the
white pepper, is the fruit of a plant, dif-
tinét from that which produces the black ;
this, however, is not the cafe; they are
both the fame produétion ; but the white is
manufactured, by being laid in lime, which
takes off its outer coat, and renders it

* See the exalt quantities of the imports of pepper at Ba-
tavia, for one year, from all thefe places, in book iv, chap.
¥, of Mr. STavorixus’s fecond voyage, 7,

+ Equal to about twenty-two fhillings flerling per hun-
dred weight Englith, or nearly twopence halfpenny per
pound. T,

whitifh.
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whitith. This is done before the pepper is
perfeétly dry.

Rice * is the fecond produé of ¥ava, and
is colleéted in large quantities, efpecially in
the empire of Fava proper. It grows
chiefly in low, fenny ground. After it has
been fown, and has fhot up, about two or
three handbreadths, abtove the ground, it is
tranfplanted by little bundles, of fix or more
plants, in rows ; then by the damming up
of the many rivulets, which abound in this
country, the rice is inundated, in the rainy
feafon, and kept under water, till the ftalks
have attained fufficient ftrength ; when the
land is drained, by opening the dams, and
it is foon dried, by the great heat of the
fun.

At the time of the rice-harveft, the fields
have much the fame appearance, as our
wheatand barley-fields, and afford an equally
rich fcene of golden uniformity.

The fickle is not ufed in reaping the rice,
but inftead of it a fmall knife, with which
the ftalk is cut, about a foot under the ear ;s
this is done, one by one, and they are then

¥ Oryza Sativg,
bound
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bound into theaves, the tenth of which is the
reward of the mower.

The paddee, which is the name given to
the rice, whilft in the hufk *, does not grow,
like wheat and barley, in compact ears, but
like oats, in loofe {pikes. It is not threfhed,
to feparate it from the huik, but ftamped in
large wooden blocks, hollowed out ; and the
more it is ftamped, the whiter it becomes
when boiled. The native Indians, through-
out the eaft, ufe this grain as bread, and as
their principal food.

%ava has been called the granary of the
caft, on account of the immenfe quantity
of rice which it produces. The other
iflands in this neighbourhood, yield little or
none, except Celebes, where enough is grown
to provide likewife Amboyna with this ftaff
of life.

In the year 1767, the quantity of feven
thoufand lafts, or thirty-one millions of

# The following, befidss many others, arc names applied
to rice, in its different ftages of growth and preparation :
paddee, original name of the feed : ooy, grain of laft feafon ;
dunnee, the rice-plants before tranfplantation; éras, or bray,
rice firipped of its hulk; charresp, rice cleaned for boiling;
nafée, boiled rice, &c. 7.

pounds



L 232 ]

pounds of rice *, was required, and fur-
nifhed, for the confumption of Batavia, Cey-
lon, and Banda, from the ifland of Fava.

Sugar is likewife an article, which is
produced in large quantities in eva, and
brought to Batavia. The quantity of thir-
teen millions of pounds, manufaftured in the
year 1768 in the province of Facatra alone,
is fufficient to fhew, with what luxuriance
the fugarcane § flourifhes here. Much of
it is exported to the weft of India, to Surat
and the coaft of Malabar, and the reft to
Europe. Moft of the fugarmills are kept
and worked by Chinefe.

A fourth produétion of the ifland, is cof-
fee. The plantations of it are, however,
peculiarly confined to the provinces of Che-
ribon and Jaccatra. The tree  which pro-
duces this berry, was firft introduced into
Javain 1722, or 1723, under the govern-
ment of the governor general ZwAARDE-
KROON, who greatly encouraged the cultis
vation of it, among the Javanefe. It is at

# 14,000 tons, or 280,000 cwt. 7.
1 Saccharum officinaru,
3 Coffea.
prefent
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prefent fo much multiplied, that in the
year 1768, Faccatra furnifhed 4,465,500
pounds weight to the Company, who paid
no more, according to the beft of my know-
ledge, than three rixdollars and a half, or
eight gilders eight ftivers, per picol of a
hundred and twenty-five pounds *.

Cotton-yarn, is likewife an important ob-
jeét of trade, which ¥ave furnifhes to the
Company. It is fpun by the Javanefe, from
the cotton which is produced, in great
plenty, in the interior parts. The province
of Yaccatra yielded, in 1768, no more than
133 'picols, or 16,225 pounds, which was
1875 pounds lefs than ought to have been
delivered by the Indians, according to the
quota impofed upon them but this deficiency
was occafioned by a feafon of uncommon
drought, by which the cotton-crop had been
materially injured.

* Mr. Stavorinus correéts this flatement, with refpeét to
the price, in his fecond voyage, where he informs us, that the
rate at which the Company paid for the coffee, was four rix-
dollars per picol, being equal to about 144, 54, flerling per
cwt.; butother accounts, make this article ftand them in the
fame proportion as the pepper, twopence halfpenny per pound,
or about 1/. 2+, per cwt.: the firft is probably what is paid to
the cultivators, and the laft the iavoice-value, being with the
addition of the charges. 7.

Salt,
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Salt, much of which is brought from
Rembang to Batavia, is equally an article
of trade for the company, who difpofe of
it, for a handfome profit, at Sumatra’s weft
coaft.

Another produét of the country, is indigo,
which is moftly fhipped to Europe. The
culture of the plant which produces this
dye *, is profecuted with vigour in the pro-
vince of Faccatra. In the year 1768, the
natives were affeffed at 6,125 pounds, though
they only furnithed 2,875 pounds.

Large quantities of heavy timber are alfo
brought from the northeaft coaft of ¥ava, to
Batavia. This is not, in reality, a branch
of trade for the Company ; but it is of great
importance for thip-building,and other pur-
pofes .

From all this, the great importance of
this ifland to the Company, is very apparent.
It produces fome of their moft confiderable
articles of commerce, and provides the great-
eft part of their Indian poffeffions with food,

* [adigefera s uieria,

1 See the more ample account given of the articles of
trade of Fawa, in book iv, chap. 1, of Mr. Staveminus's
fecond voyage. T.

not
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not to fay any thing of the laft mentioned
advantage, of furnithing materials for thip-
building.

The ifland is extremely abundant in fruit-
bearing trees. In the firft place, there 1s
the cocoanut-palm *, which 15 well known.
The Suri tree, which yields the palm-
wine, or toddy. China-oranges -, of which
there are two forts, one of a large, and the
other of a fmaller fize. The tamarind-
tree §, whofe fruit confifts in pods, contain=
ing the tamarind, a fpungy fubftance, in
which the beans or ftones are inclofed. The
pompelmoes, or thaddock ||, the fruit of which
is one of the moft wholelome, on account
of its refrefhing quality and tafte.

Next the durioon, or drison-tree §, the
fruit
* Cocor mucifera.
4 Civrar corantium,
+ Tamarindus indica.
|| Citrus decumanus ; the fhaddock is a large leman, of the
fize of a child’s head; the juice is mﬂdtﬁtﬁ}’ acid, and
quenches thirit ; it is cooling, antifeptic and antifcorbutic, 7.
§ The botanical rank of the duricem, though it is particu-
farly noticed in Coox’s voyage in the Endeavear, as well
as by Dr TrussERG, feems not to have been yet afcer-
tained ; the following account of the tree which produces ir,

from Magspew, may perhaps be helpful to the botanift:
# The
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fruit of which is inclofed in a hard fhell, of
the fize of 2 man’s head, and fometimes
larger ; it has a moft difagreeable {mell,
which is extremely offenfive to thofe who
have never eat of it ; when once, however,
the fruit is tafted, the loathing which its
odour is apt to excite, is quickly overcome,
and ufe makes it, in the end, fo familiar,
that it is generally preferred beyond all
other fruits. It is a ftrong ftimulative, and
is therefore much prized by the Chinefe.
The Surfak-tree * has a fruit of a fimilar
kind with the durioon, but it is not accom-

panied by fuch a fetid fmell.
The

# The tree is large and lofty ; the leaves are fmall in pro-
& portion, but in them{tlves long and pointed. The blof-
“ foms grow in clufters, on the ftem and larger branches.
¢ The petals are five, of a yellowifh white, furrounding five
“ bunches of ftamina, each bunch containing about twelve,
# and cach flamen having four anther. The pointal is
& knobbed at top. When the flamina and petals fall, the
# empalement refembles a fungus, and is nearly the fhape of
& a Scotch-bonnet, The fruit is not unlike the breadfruit,
“ but larger and rougher on the omfide.”” It has by fome
been confounded with the breadfruit. Dr. Taussere fays,
it is confidered 2s diuretic, and {udorific, and {erviceable in

expelling wind. 7.
* This feems to be the manca, or jakes of Coox, and the
boa manca (radermackia) of Tuunsene ; or what is commonly
called
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The mango-tree * deferves equally to be
noticed ; its fruit, when ripe, has a thin,
oblong fhape, and is about the fize of a
goofe’s egg. Its coat is not thick, of a
yellow colour, and foft. When peeled, it
has a flethy fubftance. Within, it is of an
orange colour, like a melon, with which
its flavour has likewife fome analogy ; but
if the mango be a good one, it is much
more delicious. In the centre, is a large
kernel. When green, it is made into a#f-
jar +; for this, the kernel is taken out, and
the fpace filled up with ginger, pimento,
and other fpicy ingredients, after which it
is pickled in vinegar, and is fent to all parts,
as prefents, or otherwife.

called the jack, by the Englifh; at Batacia, it is generally
of the fize of a large melon: its [mell fomewhat refembles
that of mellow apples, mixed with garlic; the outer coat is
covered with angular prickles, and contains a number of
feeds, or kernels (which, when roafted, eat like chefnuts)
inclofed in a flethy fubftance, of a rich, but to firan-
gers, too ftrong a flavour, but which gains upon the
afte. 7.

* Masgifera indica.

+ Articles preferved in vinegar, with pepper and other
{pices, are called attjar ; befides mangos, the rind of melons,
cucumbers, and in particular the aromatic roots of the bam-
boo-tree, with various other roots, fruits and vegetables, are
made into astjar, T

The
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The mango-tanges, or mangofteen ¥, is
efteemed the moft delicicous fruit that is
produced in the Indies. It is generally of
the fize of an apple, and refembles a pome-
granate in appearance, only it is larger
and thicker, and its coat is not {o tough.
The fruit, when ftripped of the outward rind,
appears like a little apple, of a fnow-white
hue, compofed of fix or feven lobes, of the
fize of a joint of a finger, having a black
ftone in the infide ; they are very foft and
juicy, and their flavour is fo delightfully re-
frething that it is indefcribable. The tafte
feemed to me, to approach the neareft to
that of the peach ; but it is rather more mel-
low to the tafte. The tree which produces
it, is about the fize of a common plum-tree.
I met with people, who affured me, they
had been cured of a dyfentery of long ftand-
ing, by eating large quantities of this fruit ;
though others were of opinion, that it pro-
duced a contrary effect. The rind has a
{trong aftringent power, and might perhaps
be ufed as a dye, for a fine deep red co-
lour .

* Gartinia mangannfia.
t The Cluncie ufe the rind of the mangofleen for dying

black. T.
Lemon
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Lemon * and lime-trees, are here like-
wife in great plenty. There is alfo a cer-
tain fruit called kafappa +, which is lke
our walnuts, but better tafted. It grows
upon a high tree, which affords an agree-
able fhade, and is inclofed in a green huik,
in which it lies in rolls, and is as white as
milk.

Pineapples 1, are produced in large quan-
ties, and are therefore little efteemed at
Batavia ; they are generally fold for the
value of a fliver (penny) apiece, and fome-
times for lefs.

Befides thefe, there are many other kinds
of fruit, produced upon the ifland, which are
too numerous for me to mention here ||

The

* Chiras medice.

+ Terminalia catagpa.

t Eromelia ananas.

[| The fruits moft worthy of remark, befides the above,
are the following : the pifang,or bananas (mufa peradifaca) o
which there are feveral forts, the beft, pifans radia, isa de-
licious and wholefome fruit, with a thin coat, and an inner
pulpy part, which is fweetith, and fomewhat mealy ; it is
eaten both raw, and dreffed in various ways. The jambes
{¢ugenia malaccenfis), which is of a deep red colour, and oval
fhape ; the largeft are not bigger than a {mall apple; it i
pleafant and cooling, though it has not much flavour. The

Jambes-
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The native inhabitants, are all commonly
ealled Favanefe, whether they belong to the

kingdom

Jumboo oyer-mauer  (evgeniz  jambes), which both fmells
and taftes like conferve of rofes. ‘The papaya (carica
papaya), which is as large as a fmall melon, and the
yellow pulp within, has nearly the fame tafte. The
fweetfop (ammema fguamefa), which eonfifts of a mafs of
brge kernels, from which the furrounding pulp, which is
very fweet, and of a mealy nature, is fucked. The cuftards
apple (axmona reticulata), which derives its Englith name from
the likenels which its white and rich pulp bears to a cuftard.
The rambutan (nepbelinm lappacesm), which grows in large
clufters, and very much refembles a chefout, with the
buflg on; the eatable part is fmall in quantity, but its acid is
rich and pleafant, and perhaps more agreeable than any other
in the whole vegetable kingdom. The bilimbing (averrbea
belimb:), the bilimbing biff: (avernboa carambola), and the
eberimelle (awerrbea acida), which are three fpecies of one
genus, and though they differ in fhape, are nearly the fame
in tafte; the firft is oblong, of the thicknefs of a finger, and
fo four, that it cannot be eaten alones the bilimbing befle, is
an egglike pentagonal fruit, about the fize of a pear, and is
the leaft acid of the three; the laft is extremely acid, and of a
fmall roundith, irregular fhape, growing in clufters clofe to
the branch, and containing each a fingle feed; they all make
excellent pickles, and four fauce. The guava (pfidium),
which is well known in the Weft-Indies. The bea fidarra
{rbamsu: jujub.) which is a round yellow fruit, about the fize
of a goofeberry ; irs flavour is like that of an apple, but it
has the altringency of a crab. The mam nam (cymometra cau-
kifiora), which in (hape fomewhat refembles a kidoey ; it is
about three inches long, and the outfide is very rough ; it is
feldom caten raw. The fuwtnl (trichilia) which, within a

thick
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kingdom of Bantam, or to any other part of
%ava} thofe of Madura, bear the name of
their ifland. They are of a middling fize,
and in general well-proportioned, of a light
brown colour, with a broad forehead, and
a flattith nofe,which has a fmall curve down=
wards at the tip. Their hair is black, and
is always kept fmooth and thining, with
cocoanut-oil. They are, in general, proud
and lazy, as well as cowardly. Their prin-
cipal weapon is a 4rfs, which is a kind of
dagger, like a {mall-fized couteau de chaffe,
and which they always carry with them.
The handle, or hilt, is made of different ma-
terials, more or lefs valuable, according to

thick fkin, contains kernels like thofe of the mangofteen,
but which are both acid and aftringent. The madja (limsni),
which contains, under a hard brittle thell, a lightly acid pulp,
which cannot be eaten without fugar. The jalac (calamus
rotang malacca), which is the fruit of a prickly bufh, and has
a fingular appearance, being covered with feales, Like thofe
of a lizard ; it is nutritions and well tafted, in flavour fome-
what refembling a firawberry.  The fobke fokkes (folanum
melongema), which is of a purple blue colour, in fhape like a
pear, and of various fizes; it has an agreeable tafte when
boiled. Watermelons (arbsfés), which are in great plenty,
and very good. Grapes, melons, pumpkins, pomegranates,
and figs, appear to be the only European fruits to be met with
at Batavia; though firawberries, and fome others, are faid
to thrive in the interior parts of the country. 7.

the
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the wealth or dignity of the wearer. The
blade is of well-hardened fteel, of a ferpen-
tine fhape, and thus capable of making a
large and wide wound. It is often poifoned,
and, in that cafe, caufes immediate death.
Arrogant towards their inferiors, they are
no lefs cringing with refpeét to their fu-
periors, or whoever from whom they have
any favour to expeé.

Their drefs confifts in a piece of cotton,
which they wrap round the waift, and draw-
ing it between the legs, faften it behind.
They are otherwife naked, except that they
~ear a {mall cap on the head. This is the
drefs of the common people. Thofe of
more confideration, wear a wide Moorith
coat of flowered cotton, or other ftuff, and
in general turbands, inftead of the little
caps. They fuffer no hair, but that of the
head, to grow, and eradicate it carefully
wherever it appears elfewhere.

The drefs of the women is little better
than that of the men; it confifts ina piece
of cotton-cloth, which they call Jarens and
which, wrapping round the body, juft covers
the bofom, under which it is faftened, and
hangs down to the knees, and fometimes to

the
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the ancles ; the thoulders, and part of the
back, remain uncovered. The hair of the
head, which they wear very long, is turned
up, and twifted round the head like a fillet,
faftened with long bodkins of different forts
of wood, tortoifefhell, filver, or gold, ac-
cording to the rank or wealth of the lady.
This headdrefs, is called a condé, and is alfo
in vogue among the Batavian ladies. Itis
often likewife adorned with a variety of
flowers.

Both men and women, are very fond of
bathing, efpecially in the morning. The
children, of both fexes, go entirely naked,
till about eight or nine years of age. Twelve
or thirteen is their age of puberty.

The Javanefe are polygamifts; they marry
as many wives as they can maintain, and
take their female flaves, befides, for concu-
bines. This, however, of courfe, does not
take place with the common people, who
muft be content with one wife, becaufe they
cannot afford to keep more. The women
are proportionally more comely than the
men ; and they are very fond of white men.
They are jealous in the extreme, and know

how to make an European, with whom
they
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they have had a love-affair, and who proves
inconftant, dearly repent both his incofi-
tinence, and his ficklenefs, by adminifter-
ing certain drugs to him, by which he is
difqualified from the repetition of either.
People of the utmoft credibility at Batavia,
have related to me, too many examples of
this refinement of female revenge, to render
the circumftance at all doubtful.

Their dwellings may, with greater pro-
priety, be called huts, than houfes. They
are conftruéted of {plit bamboos, interlaced
or matted, plaiftered with clay, and cover-
ed with aftap, or the leaves of the cocoa-
nut-tree. The entrance is low, and is
without a door or fhutter. The whole
houfe, ufually confifts of but one apartment,
in which, hufband, wife, children, and fome-
times their poultry, of which they keep a
great many, pig together on the ground.
They alway choofe a fhady place to build
in, or plant trees all round. Such as pof=
fefs more pfoperty, are provided with a
little more comfort and convenience; but
it is always in a wretched, paltry manner.

Their chief food is boiled rice, with a little
fith, and their drink, water, They do not,

however,
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however, reje a little arrack, when they
can obtain it. They are almoft continually
chewing betel, or pinang, and likewife a
fort of tobacco, produced here, and there-
fore denominated Java tobacco, which they
alfo {fmoke, through pipes made of reed;
they fometimes put opium into their pipes
with the tobacco, in order to invigorate
their f{pirits, but the continual ufe of it,
rather deadens them; I faw fome, who had
been too immoderate in this indulgence, who
fat like ftatues, with open, fixed eyes, and
fpeechlefs.

They have no tables or chairs; but fit
upon the ground, or upon mats, with their
legs croffed under them. They do not either
make ufe of any knives, forks, or fpoons,
but eat with their fingers.

They have a certain kind of mufical in-
ftruments, called gomgoms, confifting in hol-
low iron bowls, of various fizes and tones,
upon which a man ftrikes with an iron, or
wooden ftick, which do not make a dif-
agreeable harmony, and are not unlike a
fet of bells.

They are very fond of cockfighting, for
which they keep a peculiar breed. Though

they
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they may be ever {fo poor, they will fooner
dilpofe of every other part of their property,
than fell their gamecocks. They are be-
fides, obliged to pay a tax to the company
for thefe fowls; and this duty is yearly
farmed at Batavia, and forms part of the
revenues of the province of Faccatra. In
the year 1770, it amounted to 420 gilders
per month *; it is, however, only in that
province that they are liable to it.

A kind of tennis-play, is alfo a favourite
diverfion among them, and they are very
handy and dexterous at it. They ftrike the
ball with their feet, knees, or elbows,
whither they chufe, and receive it back,
thus keeping it for fome time in continual
motion, without its touching the ground:
the ball is generally of the fize of a man's
head, hollow, and made of matted recds,

Their manner of falutation, confifts in
touching the forechead with the right hand,
accompanied by a flight inclination of the
body.

The Mahometan religion, is predominant
over the whole ifland. It is faid, that far
inland, over the mountains, towards the

* About 35L 10s or 426L per annum, 7

fouth
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fouth-fide of the ifland, there are fill fome
of the aboriginal idolatrous natives to be met
with. Mofques, or places of prayer of the
Mahomedans, are ereted all over the ifland;
there is a very famous one near Cheriben,
but I did not fee it. They are very parti-
cular and nice, about the tombs of their
faints, and will fuffer nothing unbecoming
to be done, upon or near them ; an inftance
of which has been already related.

They have both male and female phy-
ficians, who have been known to effeét very
furprifing cures, by means of their know-
ledge of the medicinal and vulnerary herbs,
praduced in their country. They have fome-
times greater practice, among the Europeans
at Batavia, than thofe phyficians, who have
been regularly bred, and come over from
Europe ; yet, they have no knowledge what-
ever of anatomy. Much fri¢tion of the af-
fe@ed parts, is one of their chief means of
cure. This is done with two fingers of the
right hand, which are preffed down by the
left, and paflfed continually downwards,
after having firft anointed the part with
water mixed with fine ground wodd, or
with oil.

For
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For the purpofes of agriculture, they ufe
buffaloes, inftead of horfes, though there
are enough of the laft, but of a diminutive
fize. Thefe buffaloes are very large animals,
bigger and heavier than our largeft oxen,
furnithed with great ears, and horns which
projeét ftraight forward, and are bent in-
wards. A hole is bored through the car-
tilage of the nofe, and thefe huge animals
are guided by a cord which is paflfed through
it.  They are generally of an ath-grey
colour, and have little eyes. They are fo
accuftomed to be conduéted three times a
day into the water, to cool themfelves, that
without it, they cannot be brought to work.
The female gives milk, but it is little valued

by the Europeans, on account of its acri
monious nature,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER HL

Batavia.—Tbe River of JaccaTRA.—The Was
ter-fort.—The Bar at the Mcuth of the River,
—Tbe Caftle.— Builzings in, and near it.—
Walls of the City.—Gates.— Admiralty-wharf.—
Quarter for the Workmen—Churches.— Houfes.—
Coinefe Houfes.—Majfacre of the Clinefe, in 1740.
—A[fzffment en Rents—DBank of Batavia—
Suburbs.—T e Clinefe Campon.—-Charafier cf the
Chinefe.—Their Appearance.—Drefs.—Religion.
—Temples.— Divinaiion.— Tombs.—Envirans of
Batavia—Roads—Sireets.

THE city of Batavia, ftyled by our own,
and foreign travellers, who have formerly
vifited it, the Queen of the Eaft, on ac
count of the beauty of its buildings, and the
immenfe trade which it carries on, is fitu-
ated very near the fea, in a fertile plain, in
the kingdom of Jaccatra, upon the river
of that name, which, running through the
middle of the town, divides it into twp
parts. To the north of the city, is the fea-
thore; behind it, to the fouth, the land
rifes with a gentle, and fcarcely perceptible,
acclivity up to the mountains, which lie
fifteen or fixteen Dutch miles, or leagues,

inland H
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inland; one of thefe, which is very high,
bears the name of the Blue mountain.

The fingular circumitances, which gave
rife to the building of this city, arc too well
known in hiftery, and too circumftantially
related by VALENTYN, that I thould repeat
them here *. 1 fhall only rhake mention of
fuch changes, as have taken place in the
city, fince the time his work was written

# The beft account, in the Englith lenguage, of the found-
ation and rife of Barawia, is to be found in the Modern Uni-
venal Hiftory, vol. x, page 304, &c. This is compiled
from VarenTyx's great work, entitled Oud en Niewsw Ogff-
Judte, and from other Dutch writers. Jt was in 1619, that
the governor general, Jonw Piretemsew Cow, took the
town of Faccatra, which he in a great meafure deftroyed,
and founded another city, not exaétly on the fame fpot, but
very mear it, to which he gave the name of Barawia, though
it is faid, that he much withed to have called it New Hern,
from the place of his nativity, Hors in North Holland. Al
though then an inconfiderable place, in point of firength and
beauty, he declared it the capital of the Dutch fettlements in
India; his choice of the fituation was fo juft, his plan fo well
contrived, and every thing throve fo faft under his care, that
Batavia rofe with unparalleled rapidity to that magnificence
and importance, which have rendered it, both the admiration
and the dread, of zll the more eaftern nations of the Indies;
and which fiill dazzle and overawe them, although the city
has, for thefe laft fifiy years, greatly declined, both as to
opulence and population. T,

(1726);
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(1726); at leaft, in fo far as I had occafion
to obferve them.

The city is an oblong {quare, the thorteft
fides facing the north and fouth, and the
longeft the eaft and weft.

Through the middle of the city, from
fouth to north, runs, as before faid, the ri-
ver of Faccatra, over which there are three
bridges, one at the upper end of the town,
another at the lower part, near the caftle,
and the third about the middle, being thence
called the Middlepoint bridge. Two of thefe
are built of ftone. Clofe by the middlemoft,
there is a large fquare redoubt, provided,
with fome pieces of cannon, which com-
mand the river, both up and downwards.

The breadth of the river, within the
city, is about 160 or 180 feet. It runs into
the fea, paft the caftle and the admiralty-
wharf. On both fides of the mouth, are
long piers, of wood and brick-work, about
3,800 feet in length, taken from the ‘moat
of the city. The eaftern pier, which was
repaired, and in a great meafure rebuilt, a
few years ago, coft the Company 36,218
rixdollars in timber, and 36,320 rixdollars
in mafonry, making, at forty-eight ftivers,

S 174,
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J+ 174,091, 4.#; which is, in fa&, a large
fum, when it be confidered, that the timber
cofts the Company but little money, as it is
produced, in abundance, in Fava.

The veflels belonging to the free mer-
chants, are laid up, and repaired, between
thefe piers, on the weft fide ; but along the
eaft fide, the paifage remains open, for the
lighters, which go in and out of the city,
with the cargoes of the fhips.

At the outward point of the eaftern pier,
there 1s a thed, which ferves for a ftable for
the horfes, which draw the fmall vefiels
and boats up and down the river.

Oppofite to this, s a hornwork, com-
monly called the Water-Fort, which was
built during the government of the governor
general Van IMuoFF, at an immenfe ex-
pence to the Company; for feveral large
thips were obliged to be funk, on account of
the depth of water on the fpot, in order to
lay a good foundation, for building the fort.
It is conftruéted of a kind of coral-rock,
and defended by feveral heavy cannon-. It

* About 16,000 L fterling. T

4 In 1793, when Lord Macartwey vifited Barewia, this
fort had, mounted and difmounted, fourteen guns and two
howitzers, ¥.

has
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has barracks withiq it, for the garrifon ; and
there is no other approach to it, than along
the weftern pier. It is at prefent very
much out of repair, and the walls begin to
fink and fall down, in many places.

The objeéts for which this fort was ereéted,
feem to have been, the defence of the road,
and of the entrance of the river; yet, in
both thefe refpedts, it is now of little advan-
tage, for the anchoring-place is now fo far
removed from this fortification, by the en-
creafe of the mudbank, which lies before
the river, that, although its guns might
reach the thips in the road, little damage
could be done, on either fide, at fuch a dif-
tance *; and as to what regards the defence
of the river’s mouth, that is of very trifling
importance ; for the daily and continual en-
creafe of the bar, renders the water much
too fhallow for large veflels, and an enemy
would never feek to effect a landing there,
but would always prefer an eafy, firm, fea-

#* Asy Huvsens, who wrote an account of the Dutch
fettlements in India, in 178g, and had been at Batavia a few
years before, fays, that, in his time, a trial had been made of
the heavy artillery at the mouth of the harbour, and that it
was found fufficient to command and proteét the whole extent
of theroad, T,

beach,
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beach, fuch as is to be met with beyond
Ansfol *,

The abovementioned bank, or bar, lies
direétly before the mouth of the river, and
extends a great way to the weft, and but a
little to the eaft, for which reafons, fuch
veflels as are deeply laden, muft go round
by the eaft fide, clofe along the eaftern pier,
in order to get within the bar. It is con-
tinually encreafing towards the road, by
which, the place where the fhips lie, is more
and more removed from the city. To the
weftward, it is dry in fome places.

Right before the mouth of the river,
from which the fhalloweft part of the bank
is diftant about 600 or 650 feet, there is, at
low water, no more than one, or one and a
half, foot; fo that a common thip’s boat
cannot get over it, but muft alfo go round
its eaft end. When the feabreeze blows
frefh, it makes a troublefome and cockling

* At dnijol, and at Tasjemgpoura, to the eaftward of the
city, on the feacoaft, there are firong forts, and to the weft-
ward, at Awisy, Tangorang, and the Kwal. On the landfide,
Batavia is further covered, by the forts at Jaccarra, the Wa-
#eringplace, Ryfwick, &c.; though thefe are merely defences
sgaint the natives, aod are moft of them, little better than
fortifed houfes, 7.

fea;
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feas and a weft, or bad, monfoon feldom
paffes, without the lofs of fome veflels
upon it.

This thoalnefs of the water, is faid to bethe
confequence of a violent earthquake, which
took place in Fava, in the latter end of the
laft century, and by which the river of
%accatra was partly ftopped up. Yet the
greateft encreafe of the bank, has been fince
the year 173c ; and it is to be apprehended,
that the river will, in time, become wholly
unnavigable, and ufelefs, by it.

The caftle, or citadel, of Batavia, which
forms the north boundary of the eaftern di-
vifion of the city, is a regular, fquare fortrefs,
with four baftions, which are conneéted by
high curtains, except on the fouth fide,
where the curtain was broken down during
the government of Baron VAN ImuoF.
The walls and ramparts, are built of coral-
rock, and are about twenty feet in height.
It is furrounded by a wet ditch, over which,
on the fouth fide, lies a drawbridge. Be-
tween the moat and the buildings within
the fort, on this fide, there is a large area
or efplanade. In the centre of the buildings

that look towards the ciry, is a great gate,
and
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and then a broad paffage, with warehoufes
on each fide, leading to another efplanade,
on the north fide, enclofed between the
ramparts and the buildings, all which is ap-
propriated to the ufe of the Company *.

The government-houfe, which forms the
left wing of the buildings looking to the
fouth, is provided with numerous and con-
venient apartments, but is at prcﬁ:ﬁt unin-
habited. Init,isa large hall, in which the
council of India generally a{ffemble twice a
a week ; this is adorned with the portraits
of all the governors general, who have ruled
in India, fmce the eftablithment of the com-
pany.

Clofe by, is a little church, or chapel,

* Captain Par1su’s account of this fortrefs, in Macarnt-
w8y's Embafly to China, 1793, is as follows:—* A little
& above was the caftle; a regular, fquare fort, but without
& ravelins or other outworks, It had two guns mounted on
% each #ank, and two, or fometimes three, on each face;
“ they were not en barbettr, nor properly en embrafire, but in
“ 3 fituation between both, having both their difadvantages,
“ without the advantages of either. The wall was of ma-
“ fonry, about twenty-four feet high. It had no ditch, but
# a canal furrounded it at fome diftance. It had no cordon.
“ The length of the exterior fide of the work was about 00
“ feet”" Some further particulars, both of the town and of
the caftle, are given in Mr, STavon1xus's fecond voyage. 7.

ufually
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ufually called the Caftle-church, and a little
more forwards, is a corps-de-garde, where a
party of dragoons always mount guard.

Over the caftle-bridge there is a great
plain, or fquare, planted with tamarind-
trees, which afford a very agreeable fhade.
The entrance to it from the city, is over a
bridge, and through a large and ftately gate.
This is mounted by a bold cupola, from
which an o&agon turret rifes, containing a
large clock, which is the only public one to
be met with at Batevia. It was built under
the government of Baron Van IMmHOF, as
appears by an infcription over the gateway,
and forms no trifling embellithment of the
city.

On the left fide of the gate, is a large
building, which ferves as a corps-de-garde,
having in front a long gallery, refting upon
a row of pillars. A captain’s guard of gre-
nadiers, are generally pofted here.

On the weft fide of the fquare, ftand the
Company’s artillery-houfe, and the difpen-
fary, or provifion-magazine, both of which
reach behind, to the river fide, fo that the
goods are taken in and out of the lighters,
with the greateft eafe. This is an advan-

lﬂ.g¢
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tage which is poffefled by almoft all the
Company’s warchoufes and repofitories in
Batavia.

On the oppofite fide, 1s the iron-maga-
zine, and what is termed the grafs-plat,
being the place of execution for criminals :
this is an artificial fquare eminence, upon
which there is a gallows, and fome pofts, be-
hind it is a fmall building, with windows,
looking towards the place of execution,
whence the counfellors of juftice behold the
completion of their fentences*,

There are a number of pieces of artillery,
both iron and brafs, and of all forts and
fizes, together with other warlike imple-
ments, ranged upon the plain.. Any one
may ride through the gate we have juft men-
tioned, as far as the drawbridge of the caftle,
but not over it, unlefs he have the rank of
fenior merchant, or higher,

The city is encircled by a wall of coral-

# It is cuftomary throughout Holland, and its depend-
encies, for the magiftrates, or judges, who have paffed fentence
upon criminals, to prefide at the execution of it. This is, in
Europe, generally done upon fome open place before their
townhalls, from the windows of which, the magiftrates, dreffed
jn their robes of ceremony, behold the execution. T

rock,
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rock ¥, defended by twenty-two baftions, or
bulwarks, all provided with,artillery, and
furrounded by a broad moat, in which there
is feldlom any want of water, that being
conveyed into it out of the river.

Batavia has five gates; one at the eaft
fide, which is called the Rotterdam gate;
two to the fouth, the New gate, and the
Dieft- gate ; one to the weft, the Utrecht
gate ; and one on the north fide, to the weft
of the river, called the Sguare gate.

Near to the laft-mentioned gate, and oppo-
fite to the caftle, is the admiralty-wharf;
and not far off, the warehoufes for naval
ftores, as likewife the workfhops of the car-
penters, coopers, failmakers, and {miths,
with other offices that relate to the fhipping.
Here are alfo the houfes of the com-
mandants, and comptrollers of equipment,
who were formerly obliged to refide upon
the wharf; but for fome years paft, this re-
gulation has not been obferved, and they

now live in other, and more pleafant, parts
of the town.

* Sir-GeorgE STauNTON fays, that part of the town-wall
is conftrufted of lava, which is of a dark blue colour, of a very
bard, denfe texture, emits a metallic found, and refembles
very much fome of the lava of Vefuvius. T. I

n
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In the foutheait corner of the city, clofe
to the ramparts, lies what is called the
Ambagtfewartier, or the workmen's quar-
ter, in which all the mechanics and labour=
ers, who are employed by the Company in
their buildings, have their abode. The
journeymen work here, under mafters of
their refpetive trades, carpenters, imiths,
plumbers, braziers, mafons, and others, who
are all accountable to the chief of the quar-
ter, who is called fabriek, or head work-
man, and has generally the rank of merchant.
Befides a great number of Ewropeans, who
are employed here, there are full a thoufand
flaves, who belong to this quarter, by which
the Company incurs an enormous expence,
with little benefit from their labour, which
generally turns to the advantage of indivi-
dual members of the government.

There are three churches for the re-
formed religion, within the city, in which
fervice is performed in the Dutch, Portu-
guefe, and Malay languages, and one with-
out the gates, which is called the outer
Portuguefe church. - Befides thefe, there is
a Lutheran church, which was built during
the government of Baron Van Imuor, not

far
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far from the caftle ; this laft is provided with,
a fine organ, and a very handfome pulpit.

The town-hall, and other public build-
ings, are circumftantially defcribed by Va-
LENTYN, and I thall not, therefore, make
further mention of them.

The houfes at Bafavia, are moftly of
brick, run up in a light and airy manner,
and ftuccoed on the outfide, with fath win-
dows. Within, they are almoft all built
upon a fimilar plan, the fronts being, in ge-
neral, narrow, thongh there are a few that
are more extended.

On entering the door, there is a narrow
paffage, and on one fide a parlour, then you
come into a large and long room, that re-
ceives its light from an inner court, which
trenches upon this apartment, and renders
its form irregular. This is called the gal-
lery, and is the place where the family
ufually live, and dine. The floors are of
large, fquare, dark red ftones. No hangimgs
are to be feen; but the walls are neatly
ftuccoed, and whitened. The furniture
confifts in, fome armchairs, two or three
fofas, and a great many looking glaffes,
which the Europeans, in thefe regions, are

very
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very fond of. Several chandeliers and
lamps, are hung in a row, along the length
of the gallery, which are lit up in the even-
ing, The ftairs leading to the upper rooms,
are gencrally at the end of this apartment.
Six or feven fteps up, there is oue which
ftands over the ftoreroom, or cellar, in
which the ftock of wine, beer, butter, &c.
is kept. Up flairs, the houfes are diftri-
buted almoft fimilarly as below. They are,
in general, but poorly provided with furni=
ture; and the fetting out of rooms in order,
15 not {0 much in vogue here, as in Holland :
nothing is added that is fuperfluous, or more
than is wanted for ufe. RBehind the gallery,
are the lodgings for the flaves, the kitchen,
fc. There are but few houfes, which have
gardens, contrary to what SarmoN erro-
neoufly afferts, in his Prefent State of all
Nations ; and there are not even the Jeaft
velliges left, of there having ever been gar=
dens behind the houfes. In feveral, the
windows are cl.fed with a lattice-work of
rattans, in the room of being glazed, for the
fake of air,

The above relates only to the houfes of
Europeans, which are the greateft in num-

ber.
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ber. The few Chinefe, who live at prefent
within the city, have véry wretched houfgs,
the infide of which is very irregularly diftri-
buted. Moft of them dwell in the fouthern
and weftern fuburbs, which are called the
Chinefe Campon. Before the revolt of the
year 1740, they had the beft quarter of the
city allotted to them, to the weft of the great
river ; but when, in that commotion, all

their houfes were burnt to the ground ¥, the
whole

# Several relations have been given to the public, at dif-
ferent times, of the horrid tranfaftion here alluded to; of
which the moft circumftantial is in the Medirn Univerfal Hif-
¢ory, b, xiv, chap. 7. No two, however, agree; and the fol-
lowing account, extrafted from a very recent and intelligent
Duteh writer, Awy Huysgrs, who was long refident at Ba-
tovia, may therefore not be unacceptable. It is to be found
in his Life of Reinier de Klerk, 1788.—" A linle before the
 perpetration of this maffacre, feveral thoufand Chinefe ad-
¢ yenturers and fortune-hunters had reforted to Batavia, al-
lured by the profperity of their countrymen already fettled
 there. The great number of thefe new colonifts, together
# with the robberies and murders which were committed by
% them, excited no little degree of juft apprehenfion. The
& famous Vay Imuor, who was, at that time, a member of
“ the council, propofed, in order to get rid of thefe ufelefs
“ and dangerous new-comers, that every Chinefe who could
% not prove that he had an honeft livelihood, fhould be
“ feized, and tranfported to Copee, there 1o be employed in
“ mining, or other labour, for the fervice of the Company.

% This
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whole quarter was made into a paffar, or
market, where, at prefent, all kinds of pro-

vifions are every day expofed to fale.
The

“ This advice was approved of, and immediately followed.
% A great number of Chinefe were feized, and put in irons ;
* but imprudently feveral Chinefe of property were fecured
“ by the under-officers, charged with the execution of the
“ order, and were only liberated on paying large fums of
* money. This occafioned great murmurings, and led the
reft of the nation to credit a report which was fpread abroad,
that thole who were unable topay, would be drowned, or other
wife put to death. They in confequence retired, by thoufands,
from the city,towards the interior paris, and firengthened them-
felvesfomuch, asto render the fate of Bataviaitfelf precarious.
In this dilemma, the council firlt offered an amnefty to the
difcontented Chinefe, but this they reje@ed with fcorn;
and purpofing to exterminate the whole chriftian fettlement,
began by ravaging the country in the wildet mannen
burning the fugar-works, and marching down to the gates
of the city. Here, however, they met with a fevere rebuff.
The civil and military inhabitants united in repelling them,
% and drove the rebels back again into the country. During
* thefe commetions, the Chinefe who refided within the town
# kept themfelves perfeftly quiet ; and in order that thefe in-
* nccent people might not be expofed to infult, the govern-
“ ment ifued an order, prohibiting them from leaving their
“ houfes, afier fix o’clock in the evening, and ordering them
« 1o keep their doors thut. This prudent precaution was not,
“ however, fufficient to prote® them from the fury of the
* irritated fo diery and failors, who were in the city, and had
* witneffed the devaflations of the Chinefe without the gartes,
“ On 2 fudden, and uncxpe@adly, an infiantaneous cry of
“ murder and horror, refpunded through the town, and the

“ moft

S
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The poundage, or afleflment, which is

paid annually by every houfe, confifts in
half

# moft difmal fcene of barbarity and rapine, prefented itfelf
% gn all fides. Al the Chinefe, without diftinétion, men,
% women, and children, were put to the fword. Neither
* pregnant women, nor fucking infants, were fpared by the
¢ relentlels afaffins. The prifoners in chains, about a hun-
“ dred in number, were, at the fame time, flanghrered iike
¢ fheep. European citizens, to whom fome of the wealthy
% Chinefe had fled for fafety, violating every principle of
“ humanity and morality, deiivered them up fo their {an-
* guinary purfuers, and embezzled the property confided to
% them, In fhort, all the Chinefe, guilty and innocent
% were exterminated. And whence did the barbarous order,
“ by which they fuffered, emanate? Here a veil has im-
“ duftrioufly been drawn, and the truth will probably never
“ be known, with certainty. The governor general, Vaz-
# grwien, and his brother.in-law, HeLveTIUS, Were ac-
% cufed by the public voice, of directing the maffacre; but it
“ was never proved vpon them.” It is remarkable, tl:nr-
when Varxewier was afierwards condemued to imprifon-
ment for life, at Birawis, among the numerous charges
brought againft him for maleadminiftration during his govern-
ment, no notice was taken of his prefumed infirumentality ia
this dreadful maffacre. Much apprehenfion was entertained
that this eccurrence would excite the indignation of the empe-
ror of China, and deputies were feot to him the following
year, to apologife for the meafure. The letter written to the
emperor on the occafion, is given at length by Huwsaxs; the
only remarkable circumftance in which it differs from the
above relation, is the allegation, that fome Chinefe within the
city had fet fire to it in different places, and were preparing to
sife upon the Europeans ; but the extermination of the jano-

cent
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half a month’s rent. This money is ex-
pended, in dragging and cleanfing the
¢anals, and in repairing the townhall, and
other buildings belonging to the city. Per=
miffion muft be requefted, every year, of the
Company’s government to levy this affeff*
ment, in behalf of the city, which is feldom
refufed.

The houfes are not let by the year, but by
the month ; the rents run from five to forty
rixdollars per month. A good houfe, in an
agreeable fituation, may be hired for twenty
or twenty-five rixdollars *.

The churches are repaired out of the
duties levied upon funerals.

A bank of circulation, has been eftablifh-
ed here for fome years, which is united with
the lombard, or bank for lending money on
pledges. It is under the adminiftration of a
dire€tor, who is generally a counfellor of

cent with the guilty is acknowledged, and attempted to be
excufed on the plea of neceffity. Thefe deputies were agree-
ably furprifed on finding that the emperor calmly anfwered,
that “ he was little folicitous for the fate of unworthy fubjeéts,
“ who, in the purfuit of lucre, had quitted their country,
¢ and abandoned the tombs of their anceftors.” 7

* A rixdollar, ot Batavia, is worth forty-cight flivers, or
about 4s. 4d. fleding. 7.

India,
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India, two commiflaries, a cafhier, and &
bookkeeper.

A fee of five rixdollars is given, at the
opening of an account, and ftamped bank-
bills, figned by the director and commiflaries,
are delivered for the money placed in the
bank., Its capital is computed to amount to
between two and three millions of rixdol-
Jars ¥,

The fuburbs of Batavia, are remarkable,
on account of their confiderable extent, un-
common pleafantnefs, and great population.
They are inhabited by Indiaus of various na-
tions, and by fome Europeans. The Chi-
nefe quarter is the moft populous of all, and
feems itfelf a city, with numerous ftreets;
yet their houfes are mean, and little. Itis
crouded with thops, containing all kinds of
goods, as well thofe of their own manu-
fature, and fuch as they receive annually
from China, as what they buy up of thofe
imported from Europe. The number of
the Chinefe, who live both within and
without the walls of the city, cannot be de-
termined with precifion ; but it muft be very
confiderable, as the Company receive a poll-

* Or between 435,000/, and 650,000/ flesling, T.
tax
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tax from them of more than forty thoufand
rixdollars.

Every Chinefe, who has a profeffion, is
obliged to pay a monthly poll-tax of half a
ducatoon *; women, children, and thofe
who have no trade, are exempted from the
tax: fo that their number can only be
guefled at. They are under a chief of their
own nation, who is known by the appella-
tion of Chinefe Captain; he lives within
the walls, and has fix lieutenants under him,
in different diftriéts. A flag is hoifted at his
door, on the firft or fecond day in every
month, and the Chinefe liable to the tax,
are then obliged to come to him, to pay it.

Like the Jews in Europe, they are very
cunning in trade, both in the largeft deal-
ings, and in the moft trifling pedlery. They
are fo defirous of money, that a Chinefe will
run three times from one end of the city to
the other, if he have but the profpeft of
gaining one penny. In doing any bufinefs
with them, the greateft care muft be taken,
to avoid being cheated.

Their ftature is rather fhort than tall, and
they are, in general, tolerably fquare. They

* A ducatoon is 66 ftivers, or 6s. flerling. 7.
are
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are not fo brown as the Javanefe. They
thave their heads all round, leaving a bunch
of hair, on the middle of the crown, which is
twifted with a ribbon, and hangs down the
back. Their drefs confifts in a long robe of
nankeen, or thin filk, with wide fleeves, and
under it they wear drawers of the fame,
which cover their legs.

In every houfe, there is a niche, or place,
where the image is hung up, of one of
their joofijes, or idols, painted on Chinefe
paper. Before it they keep one or more
lamps, always burning, as alfo, a kind of
incenfe, which is made into little thin ta-
pers. This idol is generally depifted as an
old maun, with a fquare cap upon his head,
and a female, defigned for his wife, next to
him. About an hour’s walk out of the
city, jult beyond Fort .dngpl, they have a
temple, ftanding in a grove of cocoanut-
trees, by the fide of a rivulet, and in the
mid{t of a moft pleafant {fcenerv. The build-
ing is about twenty feet in length, and
twelve or thirteen in breadth. The en-
trance is through a railing, into a {mall
area, and then into a hall, behind which
is the fanftuary. In the middle, juft with-

in
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in the door, is a large altar, on which
tapers, made of red wax, are kept burning,
pight and day. There is alfo an image of
2 lion, richly gilt. In a niche behind the
altar, are reprefentations of an old man and
woman, both with crowns upon their heads,
and about two feet in height, which are their
idols ; and as they look upon their jogfije to
be an evil fpirit, they continually fupplicate
him, not to do them any harm. In their
adorations, they proftrate themfelves before
him, and endeavour to exprefs the awe and
reverence they entertain, by ftriking their
head continually againft the ground.

They likewife confult their idol, when
they are about any important undertaking.
This divination is done, by means of two
fmall longitudinal pieces of wood, flat on
one fide, and round on the other, They
hold thefe with the flat fides towards each
other, and then, letting them fall on the
ground, augur of the effet of their pray-
ers, and the good or bad refult of their pur-
poled enterprize, by the manner in which
they lie, with the round or flat fides up-
wards. If the prefage be favourable, they
offer a wax-candle to their god, which the

prieft,
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prieft, or bonze, who attends at the temple,
immediately turns into ready money.

In this temple I faw a Chinefe, who let
thefe little fticks fall, above twenty times
before they promifed him fuccefs : he feem-
ed to be but very little pleafed with thefe
repeated evil prognoftications, and fhaking
his head, at every time, with a moft dif-
contented look, he thréw himfelf upon the
ground, and thumped his head againft it,
till at laft, the omen proved agreeable to his
withes ; and he then joyfully lighted a thick
wax-candle, and placed it upon the altar of
his jooftje.

Befides this temple, the Chinefe have
feveral others, which are tolerated by the
government ; but it is worthy of obferva-
tion, that whiltt the pradice of the moft
abominable idolatry is allowed, the exercife
of the Roman Catholic religion is obitinately
prohibited.

The Chinefe are of a very luftful tem-
per. They are accufed of the moft detefta-
ble violations of the laws of mature; and it
is even faid, that they keep {wine in their
houfes, for purpofes the moft thameful and
repugnant.

Their
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Their tombs, on which they expend a
great deal of money, are partly built above,
and partly under ground. They are arched
over. The entrance, which is made like a
doorway, is clofed with a large ftone, cover-
ed with engraved Chinefe letters. They are
to be feen in great numbers, about half an
hour’s walk from Batavia, on the road to
Faccatra.

They vifit the graves of their anceftors
and relations, from time to time: they ftrew
them with odoriférous flowers; and when
they depart, they leave a few fmall pieces
of fitk or linen, before the entrance, and
fometimes boiled rice, or other viftuals;
which is {peedily made away with at night.

The environs of Bataviaare very pleafant,
and are almoft every where, interfeted with
rivulets, by which the circumjacent rice-
plantations, are inundated, and fertilized in
the proper feafon.

There are five principal roads, which
lead from the city, towards the country, and
which are all planted with high and fhady
trees.

That which runs to the eaftward, to Anso}
and the feacoaft, is laid along the fide of a

rivulet,
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rivulet, the ftream of which running down
an imperceptible flope, is very flow, which
makes it refemble the canals for inland na-
vigation, in Holland. Both fides of it, are
adorned with gardens ; but they are begin-
ning to be negleéed, fave one or two, be-
longing to the direftor general.

At no great diftance from the feathore,
whither this road finally leads, there is an
oyfterbed ; and on the beach ftands a houfe
of entertainment, which is reforted to by the
Europeans, for the purpofe of eating this
{hellfith.

"The fecond road has the appellation of the
Mango-doa, from its having been formerly
planted with a‘*double row of mango-trees.
This runs more fouth than the former one,
and farther inland. Along this road there
are likewife many gardens, but they are
none of them fo fplendid and pleafant as
thofe which border and embellith the road
to Faccatra; for there, the fineft piGure that
can be conceived, prefents itfelf to the de-
lighted eye, both with refpeét to the grandeur
of the buildings, and the elegance of the
grounds. Moft of the houfes belonging to
them, have their fronts towards the road, and

from
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from the backrooms they have a profpeét of
the river of Yaccatra.

This road is nearly two hundred feet
broad, and is clofely planted with trees. I
do not know, that I ever beheld a more de-
lightful avenue. It terminates at a fmall
fort, which is called F¥accatra, fituated about
half a Dutch mile from Batavia, and though
the road is continued, thence to Weltevreeden,
the country-feat of the governor general, and
beyond it farther into the country, it affumes,
on the other fide of ¥accatra, the name of
Goenong Sars.

The fourth, is called the Muvlenvliet, or
Mill-drain, becaufe part of the water of the
great, or faccatra, river, is diverted through
a channel, along this road, for the purpofe of
turning a powdermill, which ftands fearcely
ten minutes” walk from the city. The road
leads along the canal, for full half a Dutch
mile up the country, and is equally adorned
onboth fides, with handfome houfes, and plea-
fant gardens. It then proceeds to Tanabang,
where a large market is held every Saturday,
for all kinds of provifions, which are brought
thither from the interior parts.

The fifth road leads through the Chinefe

Campon,
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Campon, alfo along a river, to Fort Ankay,
and is, in like manner, bordered on both fides
with gardens.

None of thefe roads, nor any of the ftreets
in the city, are paved ; the ground confifts of
a hard clay, which is made very fmooth and
plain; only in the city, along the fides of the
ftreets, by the houfes, are ftone footpaths, of
about three or four feét in breadth *.

# The Rrects and camaks, at Batavia, are planted on each

fide with large trees; genenlly the ewplyllum calspbylioms and
calabe, the canarivm commune, and fome others fill fcarcer. T.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1V.

Government of BATAvia.—Cowncil of India.—Go-
vernor General.— Direftor General.—Counfellors of
India.—Council of Fuftice.—Board of Scheepens.—
Punsfbments.— Impalement. — Mucks, — Orphan-
Chamber —Society for the Opium-Trade.~Chisf
of the Marine.—Commandant and Upper Comp-
troller of Equipment.—Vice-Commandant .—Mili-
tary,— Militia.— Of Ranks and Precedency.—
Sumptuary Laws.—Clergymen.—Coins.—Weights.
—Meafures.

THE chief government of Batavia, and
of all the poffeffions of the Dutch Eaft-In-
dia Company in Afia, is vefted in the coun-
cil of India, with the governor general at
their head.

This council confifted, when I was there,
befides the direCtor general, of five ordinary
counfellors, including the governor of the
Cape of Good Hope, nine extraordinary coun-
fellors, and two fecretaries.

Five of the extraordinary counfellors, were
governors of the out-faCtories of Fava's
Northeafi Coaft, Coromandel, Amboyna, Cey-
lon, and Macaffer.

This
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This council determines affairs, of every
kind, thofe which relate to the adminiftra-
tion of juftice alone excepted. Yetin civi
matters, an apptal may be made from the
fentence of the council of juftice, to the
council of India.

All appointments and promotions to
offices, are effeéted by the council of India,
not excepting that of the governor general ;
but this muft be confirmed by the affembly
of feventeen, in the Netherlands *,

The

# Ecclefiaftical preferments, and the appointment of the
minifters of juftice, proceed immediately from the direétion in
Holland. In the council of India, the governor and direftor
general, and the five ordinary counfellors, alone, conclude
upon moft matters that are brought before them; the other
nine members are properly only affeffors, who may give their
advice, but have no votes, except in the queftion of war or
peace with the Indians, in the pardoning of criminals con-
demned to death, in the eleftion of a governor general, and in
a few other important points. The pewer and influence of
this body in the Indies, arc unbounded. 1t is the reprefenta
tive of the ftate, and of the Company, and milliors of Indians
are fubjeét to its fway. Kings and princes, are crowned and
dethroned by its mandates. * I have been witnefs,” fays
Awy Huysers, a writer, to whom we have before had oc-
cafion to refer, * to the depofition of two powerful kings of
 the Melucea's, and the hereditary prince of Tidsre. One of
4 thefe died miferably in a little village, near the place of my
e refidence. 1 faw the venerable old man before his death ;

%he
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The authority of the governor general is
almoft unbounded; and although he is obliged
to give cognizance to the council, and con-
fult them on fome matters, he poffeffes a moft
arbitrary and independent power in all : for
there are few or no members of the council,
who do not ftand in need of his good offices,
in fome inflance or other, for example, in
erder to obtain lucrative employments for
their relations or favourites * ; and if this be
not fufficient, to make them obey the nod of
the governor, he is not deftitute of the

“ be was feventy-two years of age. When I exprefled my
* commiferation at the deep humiliation he had undergone, he
“ anfwered, with a figh, in the Malay language, pointing ts
“ heaven, ¢ It js the will of God." ™ Other inftances of the
tyranny of the Dutch Company over the native princes, are re-
lated in the prefent work. 7.

* By the fecond article of the oath taken by the governot
general, as likewife by the counfellors of India, on their ap-
pointmeat, they engage “ never to receiveany gifts or prefents,
“ diredly or indireétly, from any one under their authority ;
* peither in refpef, or in the hope, or expeftation thercof,
“ mor of any advantage, favour, or other private confidera-
“ ration, either of relationfhip, friendship, or otherwife, to ap-
“ point, or caufe to be appointed, any other individual to an
“ office, place, or ftation, than fuch as they believe and find
“ to poffefs the moft experience, the moft integrity, the moft
* fidelity, and the moft ability, for the fame.” So much do
men regard caths! T,

means
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means of tormenting them, in every way»
under various pretences ; nay, of fending
them prifoners to Europe: as was done,
with refpeét to M. M. Van ImHoF, DE
Haaze, and VAN ScHINNEN, in the year
1740 by the governor general VALKE-
NIER ¥. As, therefore, thofe who are im-
mediately next to him in rank, depend upon,
and ftand in awe of him, it follows, that
the fervants of the Company, who are in
inferior ftations, feel ftill'deeper reverence,
and tremble before him, as in the prefence
of one, from whofe arbitrary will and
power, their happinefs or mifery wholly de-
pends : the flavith fubmiffion with which his
commands are received and executed, is, in
confequence, fcarcely credible; for how is
it poffible that freeborn Hollanders, fhould
bow themfelves fo low, beneath the igno-
minious yoke !

His excellency the governor general, at
prefent, ufually refides at his country feat,

* VaiLkeNIER, who was the perfonal enemy of the above
gentlemen, tyrannically gbufed his authority in fo far, that‘
when the council of India refufed to fanction this arbitrary
meafare, he furrounded the council-table with a body of armed
gen, and thus conftrained them to affent to his withes. 7.

called
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called Weltevreeden, about an hour and a
quarter's walk from Bafavia, and which is
a fuperb manfion.

He gives public audience here, every
Monddy and Thurfday; and on Tuefdays,
and Fridays, at another feat, fituated nearer
to the city, on the ¥accatra road. On the
other days of the week, he is inacceffible to
every body, and can not be fpoken to, unlefs
on affairs of the greateft importance and
urgency. Nobody goes thither, without
having fome bufines to call him; for it
would be taken extremely ill, if any one was
to pay a vifit of mere ceremony. The time
of audience is from fix o’clock in the morn-
ing till eight. Every one waits, in the open
air, in the court, before the houfe, till he
is called in by one of the body-guards.

When the governor rides out, he is always
accompanied by fome of his horfe-guards.
An officer and two trumpeters precede his
approach, and every perfon who meets him,
and happens to be in a carriage, muft flop,
and ftep out of it, till he has rode by*.

A com-

* This humiliating homage, as well as that paid to the

edele beerea, or counfellors of India, as will be prefently noticed,
are
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A company of dragoons always mount
guard at Weltevreeden. He has befides foine
halberdiers, who are employed in carrying
meflages and commands, and who always
are attendant on the governor’s perfon,
wherever he goes. They are dreffed in

are equally required trom foreigners. Thefe ceremonies are
genenally complied with by the captains of Indiamen, and
other trading fhips; * bur,” fays Capain Carizrer, who
was at Batewia, in 1768, * having the honour to. bear his
“ majefty's commiflion, I did not think myfelf at liberty o
¢ pay to 4 Dutch governor, any homagt which is not paid
# to my own fovereign: it is, however, conltantly required
4 of the king's officers ; and two or three days afier my arri-
¢ %), the landlord of the hotel where I lodged told me,
“ he had been ordered by the Bebandar, to let me know that
¥ my carriage, as well as others, muft ftop, if I fhould mees
“ the governor, or any of the council; but I defired him 1o
“ acquaint the Bebandar, that I could not confent to perform
“ any [uch ceremony ; and upon his intimating fomething
“ about the black men with flicks, who precede the approach
 of thefe great men, I told him, that if any infult thould be
s offered me, 1 knew how to defend myfelf, and would take
% care to be upen my guard, at the fame time, pointing to my
“ piftols, which happened to lie upon the table: upon this he
% went away, and about three hours afterwards retiirned, and
4 told me he had orders from the governor to acquaint me,
“ that I might do as I pleafed.” Since that time, the Englith
officers, have never been required to comply with this degrad.-
ing cuftom; yet when they have been in an hired carriage,
nothing has deterred the coachman from flopping and alight.
ing, in honour of the Dutch grandee, but the moft peremp-
tory menace of immediate death. 7.

thort
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fhort coats of fcarlet cloth, richly laced with
gold, and follow in rank upon the junior en-
fignin the Company’s fervice.

When his excellency enters the church,
all perfons, both men and women, the coun-
fellors of India not excepted, ftand up, in
token of refpet *. His lady receives the
fame honours, and is equally efcorted by a
party of horfe-guards, when fhe rides out.

The governor general, who was in office
at that time, was Mr. PETER ALBERT VAN
DER PARRA, a native of Colombo, the chief
fettlement of the Dutch in Ceylon. He wasa
man, inimical to all pomp, and in this refpeét
very different from moft of his predecef-
fors. He was remarkably temperate, gene-
rally drinking pure water, and feldom taking
any wine or beer. He was commonly oc-
cupied the whole day; and when he did
not affift at the council-table, he was clofeted
with his fecretary and clerks.

The direCtor general, who is the eldeft
counfellor of India, is the next in rank. The
diretion and controul, over the trade of the

* This etiquette was aboliflied upon the acceffion of R. nE
Kresk to the government in 1777, as,appears in the fe-

quel. 7.
Company,
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Company, throughout all India, and to Eu-
rope, together with every thing that relates,
to it, is exclufively entrufted to him. The
governor general does notin the lealt meddle
in thefe matters, if the director have but the
needful ability.

Next in order, follow the ordinary and
extraordinary councellors of India. Thofe
who refide at Batavia, are alfo ufually pre-
fidents of ditferent boards or courts. Every
counfellor of India, has likewife the corref~
pondence with one of the out-fattories, al-
lotted to him ; the general himfelf has that
of one or two fettlements, and no one is
excufed, in this refpe&, but the dire&or, on
account of his multifarious other avocations.

Although every member of the council,
lies under this obligation, there are but few
of them, who take the trouble of the charge
upon themfelves ; moft of them caufe it to
be effetted by perfons of a lower rank ; and
the beft inftitutions are thus perverted by
felfithnefs and floth.

When a counfellor of India, or his lady,
enters a church, all the men ftand up, in
the fame manner as for the governor gene-
ral, but the women remain fitting. On

mc:tmg
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meeting one of them in a carriage, every
body muft ftop, rife up, and bow to them,
and ftay till they are gone by. "When they
go out, they have two flaves, who run before
them with fticks, while other people are al-
lowed but one.

There are always two fecretaries of the
government, who take down in writing,
allthe propofitions, or refolutijons,whichhave
been difcufled in the council, and lay them
before the governor general, when the af-
fembly is broke up. He examines them,
and gives direftions what is to be made into
decrees, and what is only to be inferted in
the journals for notification. The refolu-
tions being then drawn up in writing, by
the firft fecretary, they are again prefented
to the governor,who makes fuch alterations
in them as he thinks fit; and at the enfuing
feflion of the council, they are read over, and
approved.

The falary of a counfellor of India, is a
thoufand rixdollars per annum ; befides
which he has fix hundred rixdollars for
houferent, feven hundred for his trouble in
figning difpatches, three hundred towards
providing his table, together with a confide-

rable
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rable allowance of provifions from the Com-
pany’s warchoufes. Taking every thing
together, he can reckon upon a yearly in-
come of four thoufand rixdollars, or nine
thoufand fix hundred gilders *. Befides the
above, the firft fecretary has the emoluments
attending *he making out of the commif-
fions, which do not amount to a trifle, ef-
pecially when many appointments of go-
vernors, direftors, or commandants occur,
who pay liberally for their commiffions;
fometimes giving fees to the amount of a
thoufand rixdollars. Yet none of them can
fave any thing from this income, which they
amply want for their houfehold expences;
for which reafon, they are generally favour~
ed with the government or direétorfhip of an
out-fettlement, after they have been three or
four years in the council.

The private fecretary of the governor
general, is ufually promoted to be fecretary
to the council, upon a vacancy.

Thirty-fix or forty clerks, are daily em-
ployed in the fecretary’s office, which is next
to the government-houfe, in the caftle.

* About 875k flerling. 7.
They
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They have, for the moft part, the rank of
junior merchants; neverthelefs, they are not
able to earn more than & bare fufficiency to
fubfift on.

Juftice is adminiftered to the fervants of the
Company,by an affembly, having the appella-
tion of council of juftice. This body is, by its
conftitution, independent of the council of
India ; but as the mémbers of which it con+
fifts, have equally many wants and withes
to be fulfilled, they likewife endeavour to
be neat the fountain-head of prometion and
advantage ; and, as well as all others, fol+
Jow the inclinations of their fovereign ruler,
in all cafes that are brought before them.
This council confifts of a prefident,who ranks
next to the junior counfellor of India, eight
ordinary members, and two adjutors, taken
from the Company’s fervants. Their fa-
lary is, as I was informed, no more than
two thoufand two hundred rixdollars; which
is fcarcely fufficient for the fupport of their
eftablithments : they are, befides, obliged to
ferve the office of counfellor of juftice, for the
fpace of ten years, before they may be can-
didates for any other weffice.

There are two fifcals belonging to this

council,
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council, ene of which bears the title of ad-
vocat-efifcal, or attorney general, but whofe
office relates only to the perfons in the Com-
pany’s fervice, both by fea, and by land.
The other is ftiled the water-fifcal, and
through whom, all indiGments relative to
navigation are made. This was formerly one
of the moft lucrative employments of all
India, and it is ftill very advantageous,though
not fo much fo as before, becaufe the private
trade, is nothing like {o flourifhing as it was
in former times. The methods by which
fortunes were made in this office, will eafily
be conceived by feafaring people. The fe-
cretary of the council of juftice, has the rank
of merchaat.

The citizens, and free merchants of Ba-
tavia, who are not in the Company’s fervice,
are amenable to a feparate municipal court
of juftice, being what is called the board of
Jeheepens, or aldermen, who are eight in
number, with a prefident, who is 2 member
of the council of India.

To this court belong a fheriff, for the
matters which relate to the city, and a con-
ftable of the territory of Batavia ; both of

which
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which are very lucrative offices, and are
never beftowed but on great favourites.

The punifhments inflicted at Batavia, are
exceflively fevere, efpecially fuch as fall upon
the Indians. Impalement is the chief, and
moft terrible.

In the year 1769, I faw an execution of
this kind, of a Macaffer flave, who had mur-
dered his mafter ; which was done in the
following manner. The criminal was led,
in the morning, to the place of execution,
being the grafs-plat, which I have before
taken notice of, and laid upon his belly, be-
ing held by four men. The executioner then
made a tranfverfé incifion at the lower part
of the body, as far as the o5 _facrum; he then
introduced the fharp point of the fpike,
which was about fix feet long, and made of
polifhed iron, into the wound, fo that it pafi-
ed between the backbone and the fkin, Two
men drove it forcibly up, along the fpine,
while the executioner held the end, and
gave it a proper diretion, till it came out
between the neck and thoulders. The lower
end was then put into a wooden poft, and
riveted faft; and the fufferer was lifted up,

thus
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thus impaled, and the poftftuck in‘theground.
At the top of the poft, about ten feet from
the ground, there was a kind of little bench,
upon which the body refted.

The infenfibility, or fortitude, of the mife-
rable fufferer, was incredible. He did not
utter the leaft complaint, except when the
fpike was rivetted into the pillar ; the ham-
mering and fhaking occafioned by it, feem-
ed to be intolerable to him, and he then bel-
lowed out for pain; and likewife once agajn,
when he was lifted up and fet in the ground.
He fat in this dreadful fituation, till death
put an end to his torments, which fortunately
happened the next day, about three o’clock
in the afternoon. He owed this {peedy ter-
mination of his mifery, to a light fhower of
rain, which continued for about an hour ;
and he gave up the ghoft half an hour after-
wards.

There have been inftances at Batavia, of
criminals who have been impaled, in the dry
feafon, and have remained alive for eight, or
more days, without any food or drink, which
is prevented to be given them, by 2 guard
who is ftationed at the place of execution,

for
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for that purpofe. One of the furgeons of
the city affured me, that none of the parts
immediately neceffary to life, are injured by
impalement, which makes the punifhment
the more cruel and intolerable ; but that as
foon as any water gets into the wound, it
mortifies, and occafions a gangrene, which
diieétly attacks the more noble parts, and
brings on death almoft immediately.

This miferable fufferer continually com-
plained of unfufferable thirft, which is pe-
culiarly incident to this terrible punithment.
The criminals are expofed, during the whole
day, to the burning rays of the fun, and are
unceafingly tormented by numerous ftinging
infeéts.

I went to fee him again, about three
hours before he died, and found him con-
verfing with the byftanders. He related to
them, the manner in which he had murdered
his good mafter, and exprefled his repent-
ance, and abhorrence of the crime he had
committed. This he did with great com-
pofure; yet an inftant afterwards, he burft
out in the bittereft complaints of unquencha-
ble thirft, and raved for drink, while no one

was
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was allowed to alleviate, by a fingle drop of
water, the excruciating torments he under-
went.

This kind of punifhment, notwithftanding
its great cruelty, is afferted by many, to be
of the higheft necefiity, in a country, where
a treacherous race of men, unreftrained by
any moral principles from the perpetration
of the greateft crimes, perform the daily
menial and houfehold fervices of the Eu-
ropeans. The flaves that come from the
ifland of Celedes, and efpecially the Bouginefe,
are guilty of the moft horrid murders : moft
of thofe who run mucks belong to that
nation.

Thefe aéts of indifcriminate murder, are
called by us mucks, becaufe the perpetrators
of them, during their frenzy, continually cry
out, amok, amok, which fignifies, &ill, kil
When, by the fwallowing of much opium,
or by other means, they are raifed to a
pitch of defperate fury, they fally out with
a knife, or other weapon, in their hand, and
kill, without diftinétion of fex, rank, or age,
whoever they meet in the ftrects of Bafa-
via; and proceed in this way, till they are
cither fhot dead, or taken prifoners. Their

\ intox-
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intoxication continues till death ; they run
in upon the arms oppofed to them, and often
kill their opponents,even after theyare them-
felves mortally wounded.

In order, if poffible, to take them alive,
the officers of juftice are provided with a
pole, ten or twelve feet in length, at the
end of which there is a kind of fork, made
of two pieces of wood, three feet long, which
are furnifhed within with fharp iron fpikes;
this is held before the wretched objeét of
purfuit, who, in his frenzy, runs into it, and
is thus taken prifoner.

If he happen to be mortally wounded, he
1s immediately broken alive upon the wheel,
without any form of trial, in the prefence of
two or three of the counfellors of juftice.

Many inftances of mucks occurred, during
my refidence at Bafavia ; they were moftly
done in the evening *.

The

* Ttis remarkable, that at Batevia, where the affaffins, juft
now defcribed, when taken alive, are broken on the wheel,
with every aggravation of punilhment, that the moft rigorous
juftice can inflit, the mucks yet lappen in great frequency ;
whilft at Bencoolem, where they are executed in the moft Gmple
and expeditious mannner, the offence is extremely rare, Ex-
cefles of feverity in punifhment, may deter men from delibe-

ratey
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The orphan-chamber at Batavia, {erves,
at the fame time, for the whole of the
Dutch

rate, and interefted, afts of villany, but they only exa perate
ftill Further, the atrocious enthufiafm of defperadoes., The
Indian who runs a mueet is always firft driven to defperation
by fome outrage, and always firlt revenges himfelf upon thofe
who have done him wrong : they are generally flaves; who
indeed are moft fubjed to infults, and leaft able ro obrain
legal redrefs. It has been ufual to attribute mwcls to the con-
fequences of the ufe of opium ; but the words of Mr. Stave-
riNus, who fays that they are occafioned “ by the fwallow-
“ ing of opium, or #y other mesns,”” {eem to confirm the
opinion entertained by Mazspex, that this thould probably,
rank with the many errors that mankind have been led into,
by travellers addifted to the marvellous. That thefe furious
quarrels, and fanguinary attacks, do aftually, and frequently
take place in fome parts of the eaft, cannot be controvert-
ed; but it is not equally cvident that they proceed from any
intoxication, except that of their unruly paffions ; and many
mucks might, upon fcrutiny, be foynd tp be of the nature of
one, which Mr. Marspes particularizes, of a flave, who
probably never induiged in the ufe of opium in his life, a
man of firong feelings, driven, by excefs of injury, to do-
meltic rebellion ; or of that related in Lieut. Cook's voyage
in the Esdeavewr, of a free inhabitant of Batavia, whofe brain
was fired more by the maddening fury of jealoufy, than by
any adventitious intoxication. It is true thar the Malays,
when bent upon any daring enterprize, fortify themfelves with
a little opium, in order to become infenfible to danger ; as the
people of another nation are faid to take a dram ; but it moft
be obferved, that the refolution for the aft precedes, and is
not the effe® of the intoxication. They take the fame pre-

caution,
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Dutch poffeffions in India. Every out-
fa&ory has, it is true, its own orphan-cham-
ber, but they muft render account of their
adminiftration, to that of the capital, and
remit the effets which are not claimed, or
the heirs to which do not refide on the
fpot. That of Batavia correfponds with the
orphan-chambers of the different cities where

the chambers of the Eaft-India Company are
eftablifhed *.

The board confifts of a prefident, who
is a counfellor of India, and fix weefmeefters,
or regents, who are appointed by the coun-

caution, previous te being led to public execution ; but on
thefe occafions, thew greater figns of ftupidity, than of frenzy.
Upon the whole it may reafonably be concluded, that the
fanguinary achievements, for which the Malays have been
famous, or infamous rather, are more juftly derived from the
natural ferocity of their difpofition, than from the qualities of
any drug whatever. At PBatavia, if an officer take nne of
thefe amoks, or mohawks, as they have been called by an
eafy corruptien, alive, bis reward is very confiderable, but if
he kill them, nothing is added to his ufual pay; yer fuchis
the fury of ther defperation, that three out of four, are of
pecefiity deftroyed in the attempt to fecure them, 7.

* Wegfkamers, or orphan-chambers, are eftablithments which
are difperfed throughout the United Provinces, for the ad-
miniftration of the eftates of all who die inteftate, and the ap-
portionment of them among the heirs, 7. 1
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cil of India ; with a fecretary, and a {worn
clerk. The capital ftock, remzining in the
hands of the orphan-chamber, amounted in
the year 1766, to f.2,393,566 *.

There are feveral other courts, or boards,
as the commiffioners of dikes and fluices,
thofe of bankruptcies, a court of common
pleas, a board of controul over marriages, and
others.

A fociety was eftablithed at Baravia, dur-
ing the government of Baron VAN InmHOF,
for the opium-trade, which is ftill in exift-
ence.

The ftock of the fociety is divided into
fhares, of two thoufand rixdollars each, on
which the half bas hitherto only been fur-
nifhed, but the remainder may be required at
any time.

The dividends are unequal, yet very large,
and the thares are fold at a high premium ;
they are generally in the hands of the coun-
{ellors of India.

The management of this trade, is en-
trufted to a diretor, who is a counfellor of
India, two ating proprietors, a cathier, and
a bookkeeper.

* About 320,000 fterling, 7,
Every



[ 206 ]

Every cheft of opium ftands the Com-
pany in two hundred and fifty, and fome-
times in three hundred rixdollars, and is
delivered to the fociety for five hundred,
and fometimes more. On the other hand,
the Company is bound to fell this drug to no
other. The retail of it, produces large pro-
fits, as the fociety make eight or nine hun-
dred rixdollars, and more, of every cheft.
The gain would be more confiderable,. if
this monopoly could be ftri¢tly enforced, for
the whole quantity of opium, confumed in
the eaftern parts of India; but, notwith-
ftanding the Company have interdiéted this
trade to their fervants, and efpecially to the
feamen, upon pain of death, and have pro-
hibited the importation into any of their pof-
feffions, by foreign nations, upon pain of
confifcation of fhip and cargo, vet very
great violations of thefe laws are daily prac-
tifed in fecret, on account of the important
profit which this branch of trade affords ;
by which the fociety is much injured, al-
though, on their part, they do all they can,
on the arrival of fhips from the Ganges, to
difcover if any contraband opium be on
board : but thofe who engage in this illicit

trade,
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trade, take too many precautions, to run
any danger of detefion. The imuggling
trade which the Englifh carry on, in this
article, in the caftern iflands, and by way of
Malacca, is alfo extremely detrimental to the
fociety.,

When any fhips arrive in the road of
Batavia, from fuch places, whence contra-
band goods can be brought, two of the mem-
bers of the council of juftice, with the water-
fifcal, and the provoft-marfhal, are difpach-
ed the next day, in order to examine, whe-
ther any prohibited wares are on board ; the
examination, however, is only perfonallydone
by the laftnamed officer, who reports the re-
fult to the others.

A chief of the marine, or port-admiral,
has been eftablithed at Bazavia, fince the year
1762. This office was filled by Mr. N.
HovuTinGa, vice-admiral of Holland, of the
northern divifion. He is in rank equal to a
counfellor of India, but takes place after
the junior counfellor. He has the fame
privileges ; has equally the ftyle of edele
beer, and may be prefent at their affem-
blies ; but may not deliver his fentiments,

except
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except in matters relative to his depart-
ment.

His chief occupation confifts in fuperin-
tending the reparation of fhips ; in examin-
ing the fhips’ journals; in figning the fail-
ing-orders, and the warrants for delivery of
ftores to the fhips; and further, in keeping
all that relates' to maritime affairs in due
order.

Upon this officer, follows the comman-
dant and upper comptroller of equipment, to
whom the management of the ftores is con-
fided. He has likewife the {uperintendence
over the diicharging and loading of the
thips, the manning of them, and the fur-
nithing them with provifions. This 1s aifo
one of the moft lucrative, but, at the fame
time, one of the moft troublefome, emp oy-
ments at Batavia. Since he has a head placed
over him ; however, the former quality has
greatly decrcafed, while the latter, has re-
mained in full force. He is affifted by a
vice-commandant, and under comptroller of
equipment, to whom he generally delegates
the fuperintendence of the loading and un-
loading of the fhips, and who fupplies his

place,
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place, in cafes of ficknefs, or abfence. This
gentleman has the rank of poft-captain.

The Company have granted to thefe three
officers, as an emolument, the privilege of
fhipping fome tons of goods (contraband
wares excepted) by every fhip that fails to
India, according to the fize of the veflels ;
and if a fhip’s captain do not buy up thefe
goods of them, at a very high rate, he is fure
to find very fcanty opportunities of difpofing
of his own.

The commanders of veflels, with their
lieutenants and mates, follow next in order ;
the firft rank equal with merchants : when
1 was at Batavia, in 1770, there were thirty-
nine of them, who refided there, or come
manded country-fhips.

The whole of the land-forces of the Dutch
in India, are under the command of one head,
who was formerly ftyled captain-major, but
has now the title of brigadier. In rank he fol-
lows upon the chief of the marine. He has
two lieutenant-colonels under him ; one of
whom has the command of the military at
Batavia, and the other at Ceylon ; there are
befides fix majors, two of whom refide at

Ceylon,
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Ceylon, one on the Malabar coaft, one at the
Cape of Good Hope, and two at Batavia; one
of thefe laft is, at the fame time, chief of
the artillery.

There is a regiment of dragoons, which
ferve as a body-guard to the governor gene-
ral. The infantry are divided into two batal-
lions, and are quartered within and without
the city.

Befides thefe regular troops, two compa-
nies, called pennifls, are embodied, confift-
ing in merchants, junior merchants, book-
keepers, and affiftants. One Company are
called penniffs of the caftle, and the other,
pennifls of the city. The former are com-
manded by the firft fecretary of the govern-
ment, and the latter by one of the fenior
merchants of the caftle. They are reviewed
once a year, by the governor general, and
the council ; and each company have a dif-
tinct uniform.

The other Company’s fervants are alfo
formed into two companies ; one confifting
in the marines, and others, belonging to the
admiralty-wharf, with the commandant and
upper comptroller of equipment at their

head H
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head ; the other of the workmen of the
ambagts kwartier, with the fabriek as their
captain.

Independently of thefe, all the free inhabi-
tants, or citizens, are likewife enrolled in
two companies of horfe, and of foot, which
are commanded by a counfellor of India, as
colonel, and mount guard every night at the
townhall.

All the pra&itioners of furgery, are fub-
ordinate to a chief, who has the controul
over all the furgeons, and furgeons’ mates, as
well on board of the fhips, as in the hof-
pitals ; and who has the rank of fenior mer-
chant.

It will not be unfuitable in this place, to
make fome mention of the diftinctions of
precedency and rank, which are {o minutely
attended to in all the Company’s poflefiions
in India, and which may, on no account, be
negle@ted ; more efpecially in all public
companies, and affemblies. Every indi-
vidual is as ftiff and formal, and is as feel-
ingly alive to every infraction of his privi-
leges, in this refpeét, as if his happinefs or
mifery depended wholly upon tiic due ob-
fervance of them. Nothing is more par-

ticularly
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ticularly attended to, at entertainments, and
in companies, by the mafter of the houfe,
than the feating of every gueft, and drink-
ing their healths, in the exaét order of pre-
cedency. The ladies are peculiarly prone to
infift upon every prerogative attached to the
ftation of their hufbands; fome of them, if
they conceive themfelves placed a jot lower
than they are entitled to, will fit in fullen
and proud filence, for the whole time the
entertainment lafts. It does not unfre-
quently happen, that two ladies, of equal
rank, meeting each other, in their carriages,
one will not give way to the other, though
they may be forced to remain for hours in
the ftreet. Not long before I left Batavia,
this happened between two clergymen’s
wives, who chancing to meet in their car-
riages, in a narrow place, ncither would
give way, but ftopped the pafiage for full a
quarter of an hour, during which time, they
abufed each other in the moft virulent man-
ner, making ufe of the moft reproachful epi-
thets, -and whore and flave’s brat, were
bandied about without mercy: the mother
of one of thefe ladies, it feems, had been a
flave, and the other, as I was told, was not

a little
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a little fufpeted, of richly deferving the firft
appellation : they, at laft, rode by one an-
other, continuing their railing till they were
out of fight ; but this occurrence was the oc-
cafion of an a&tion, which was brought before
the council, and carried on with the greateft
virulence and perfeverance.

To provide againft thefe difputes on the
fubje of precedency, the refpeétive ranks of
all the Company’s fervants were afcertained
by a refolution of government, which was
renewed in 1764 ; and a regulation, refpect-
ing the pomp of funeral proceflions, was, at
the fame time, added to it, which is till in
force.

Regulations were likewife introduced with
refpeét te drefs, during the government of
the governor general MossEL ; by which,
perfons of a certain condition, were alone
allowed to wear embroidered, or laced,
clothes; but this is but little attended to at
prefent, for almoft every one who choofes,
now goes drefled in this forbidden finery,
and fumptuary laws foon grow into difufe
here, as well as in other places. Velvet
coats are, however, not common, and they

are
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are abfolutely prohibited to be worn by any
one under the rank of {fenior merchant*.

When

* The a& by which thefe regulations were eftablifhed, is
compofed, together with a fupplement, of a hundred and
thirry-one articles, and relates to all the Dutch fetilements in
India. It enters into the moft minute detail refpefting the
carriages, horfes, chairs, fervants, drefs, &c. of the Company's
fervants, and exhibits a firange pifture of meannefs and illi-
berality in the midft of affe@ted grandeur. By the 8th article,
little chaifes for children, drawn by the hand, muft not be
gilt, or painted, but in the exa® proportion of the rank of the
parents. By the jift, it is ordained, that no one lower in
rank than a merchant fhall make ufe of a parafol, or umbrells,
in the neighbourhood of the cafile, except whén it rains.
Ladies, whofe hutbands are below the rank of counfellors of
India, may not wear at one time, jewels of more in value than
fix thoufand rixdollars; wives of fenior merchants, are limited
to four thoufand, others to three thoufand, and a thoofand.
Article 4gth, permits ladies of the higher ranks to go abroad
with three female attendants, who may wear “ ear-rings of
“ fingle middle~fized diamonds, gold hair-pins, petticoars of
* cloth of gold, or filver, or of filk, jackets of gold or filver
¢ gauze, chains of gold, or of beads, and girdles of gold, but
# gpeither pearls, nor diamonds, nor any other kind of jewels,
“ in the hair.” Wives of fenior merchants may have two,
and ladies in an inferior ftation, one, maid, who may wear
# ear-rings of fmall diamonds, gold hair-pins, a jacket of fine
*¢ linen, and a chintz petticoat, but no gold or filver fuffs or
% filks, orany jewels, true or falfe pearls, orany other ornaments
“ of gold.” By amicle 65, none but perfons of the higheft
rank are allowed to have any trumpets, clarions, or drums,
among the mufic, with which it is cuftomary to entertain
guefts during dinner.  There is a wife recommendation ia

the
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Whea their number is complete, there are
twelve clergymen of the reformed religion,
at Batavia, fix of whom preach in the Dutch,
four in the Portuguefe, aad two in the Ma-
lay, languages; there are likewife three
Lutheran minifters, who preach in Dutch.

Service is performed every Sunday, in the
above three languages; in Dutch, at two
churches jn the morning, but only at one

the 83d article, to the officers of the Company 1n Bengal, net
to furpafs their predeceffors in pomp of drefs, or appearance,
and efpecially not the governors or chiefs of the other Euaro-
pean fettlements. Perbaps the 11oth article, is the moft
curivus of all. It allows to the dire@or at Swras, when he
goes out in ftate, among other things, four fans, made, accord-
ing to the fathion of the country, with the feathers of birds of
paradife, and cow-hair, with golden cafes and handles. Itis
in this ame a& of the council, that the orders before noticed,
refpedting the homage to be paid by every one, on meeting
the members of the government in their carriages, or when
they enter the churches, are inferted. It likewife fixes the
duties to be paid upon all carriages, horfes, &c. Itis worthy
of obfervation, that thofe upon carriages encreafe downwards,
from the higher to the lower ranks ; members of the govern-
ment pay 5o rixdollars per annum, captains of the military,
merchants, &c. 1eo, junior merchants, &c. 125, book-
keepers, &c. 180, citizens of no fpecial rank, and native inha-
bitants of confideration, zoe, and the commen natives, 300
rixdollars, for keeping of carriages. Larger o {maller fines,
ars the penalties attached to the infraltion of almoft all thefe
fumptuary regulations. Where wealth and pride unite, they
are, therefore, of little avad, to reftrain an excefs of luxury. 7.
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ih the afternoon. An examination of cate-
chumens takes place every Wednefday even-
ing. So that upon the whole, thefe reverend
gentlemen need not complain, when their
number is complete, of too fevere labour in
the vineyard of the Lord. The morning-
fervice commences at half paft eight o’clock,
and is generally over by ten, when the
greateft heat of the day begins to come on.

Ecclefiaftical difputes, are never heard of
here. The Company’s government, who
are extremely anxious to avoid every thing
that could interrupt the public tranquillity,
would foon terminate the quarrel, by the
fummary argument of force, an example
whereof is to be met with in VarenTYN.

It is much to be withed, that upright and
learned clergymen, were alone fent hither.
Yet that this is not always the cafe, appears
from a refolution taken by the government
there, in the year 1768, earneftly to requeft
that the aflembly of f{eventeen, would dif-
patch fome minifters of the gofpel, poffeffed
of virtue and learning, to Bafavia, with an
augmentation of falaries and emoluments,
Their falary was then one thoufand eight
hundred gilders per annum, but with their

allowances



[ 307 1]

allowances for houferent, board, &c. they
could reckon upon three thoufand *, which is
certainly not enough to live upon at Bafavia,
with a family, and on an equal footing with
the fenior merchants.

Once in every year, or fometimes only
once in two years, one of the clergymen of
Batavia, go upon a vifitation, to the Com-
pany’s pofleflions, on Sumatra’s weft coaft.
Some of them, well know how to avail of
fuch occafions, to the advantage of their
pockets, by taking with them as much mer-
chandize for fale, as thev can find room for
in the thip, by which they take their paffage.

The coins current  at Batfavia, are the
following :—the milled Dutch gold ducat,
which is worth fix gilders and twelve ftivers:
the Japan gold coupangs, of which the old,
go for twenty-four gilders, and the new,
for fourteen gilders and eight ftivers: the
Spanith dollar, or piafter, rifes and falls, ac-
cording to the quantity in circulation, or the
degree of demand ; its value is generally be-
tween fixty-three and fixty-fix ftivers: the
milled filver ducatoon, which is the current

# About 275k fterling. 7.
coin
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eoin of the Company, throughout their pof-
feffions, except on the continent of India;
its proportionate value, according to the
other coins, is fixty-fix ftivers; but in In-
dian money it goes for eighty, at which
rate it is current at Bafavia ; at the Cape of
Good Hope, it is worth feventy-two, and at
Cockin feventy-five ftivers: the unmilled
ducatoon, is two ftivers lefs at Baravia: the
milled Batavia rupee, called the filver der-
bam d'fava, which was formerly coined at
Batavia, is made good in the Company’s
books at twenty-four ftivers, and in circula-
tion it is taken at thirty ; it is the only rupee
that goes for fo much at Bafeviz, and is
current at Amboyna, Banda, Ternate, Macaf-
Jar, and Malacca, at the fame rate, but on
the coaft of Malsbar, it is cight per cent.
lefs in value, than the Surar ru pee ; all other
rupees generally go for twenty-feven ftivers ;
the Perfian rupees are the moft current;
there are alfo half and quarter rupees in cir-
culation : the {maller coins are fkillings,
dubbeltjes, or twopenny-pieces, and doits;
there are two forts of {killings, the old,
which are the fame as are current in Hol-
land, go for fix ftivers, but the new, which

are
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are here called thip-fkillings, are worth feven
and a half: twopenny-pieces, which are old
and worn, go for two ftivers, but the new,
for two {tivers and a half ; no other doits are
taken in change, than thofe that are ftamped
with the mark of the Eaft-India Company,
and thefe are equal to a farthing in value:
the rixdollar, which is the money ufed for
accounts in private trade, is a coin, which is
worth forty-eight ftivers, thus three new or
milled ducatoons, are equal to five rix-
dollars *,

Moft merchants’ goods are calculated at
Batavia, by picols of one hundred and

* The following is a table of the value in fterling money,
of the above coins, at the par exchange of f.11 per pound;
viz.

L 4.
The old Japan gold coupang  fi24 © er 3 3 7%
The new ditto 14 8 1 6 3z
The milled Dutch ducat 6 12 o 12 ©
The filver milled ducatoon 4 © o 7 3%
The unmilled ditto 3 18 o 7 1
The Spanifh dollar from 5 3 o § %8}

to 3 6 o 6

The rixdollar s 8 o 4 4%
The Baravia rupee t 10 o =z B}
Oiher rupees, about 1y o 2 §z

twenty-five
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twenty-five pounds, Amfterdam weight *,
and thefe are fubdivided into a hundred caztés,
each weighing one pound and a quarter.

Rice, and other grain, i* meafured by
coyangs, which differ in weight. On the
receipt of the rice by the Company at ¥ava,
they muft weigh three thoufand five hundred
pounds. They are fhipped to Batavia for
three thoufand four hundred, and landed
there for three thoufand three hundred. The
warchoufe-keepers, difpatch them for the
out-faétories for three thoufand two hundred,
where they are unloaden for three thoufand
one hundred, and, finally, they are delivered
for confumption for three thoufand pounds at
the out-faftories, namely, thofe that receive
their rice from Batavia, as Malacca, the
Cape of Go:d Hipe, Ceylon, Sumatra’s weft
coaft, &c. thus every coyang lofes five hun-
dred pounds in weight .

Sugar

* Ricavup, in his Traitd de Commerce, makes the picol, at

Batavia, equal to 11836, Amfterdam weight. 7.
t+ This deficiency is an allowance which is made to the
Company's fervants who refpetively have the management of
the rice, for inftance, for every 3,300 received at Barawia, the
wnrehnufcvrkupcrs are only bound to deliver 3,200, &c.
Out of this difference they muft make good all lofs, by dufty
&c. and what they can keep over is a perquifite to themfelves.
Similar
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Sugar is taken by canafférs, of three picols,
or three hundred and feventy-five pounds,
neat, each : the grofs weight is about four
hundred or four hundred and five pounds.

The ganting, is a {mall rice-meafure, of
thirteen pounds and a half in weight.

Every bag of coffee, which is thipped from
Batavia to Holland, weighs two hundred
and fifty-two, and a bale of cinnamon,
eighty pounds.

Similar allowances are made on moft of the goods in which
the Company trade, and they are all very particularly fixed by
a refolution of the council. They form a very material part
of the income of the Company’s fervants ; who, however,
are bound to fell again to the Company, what they have gains
ed in this way, of all fpices, coffee, faltpetre, japan copper,
and tin ; the other articles they are allowed to difpofe of a3

they pleafe. 7o

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

Mode of living of the Exropeans at BATAVIA~
Wemen.—Tbeir early Marriages.—Complexion.—
Temper — Manner of Life—Education of Chil-
dren.— Bathing —Exceffive Fealoufy of the Indian
Ladies—Cruelty to their Female Slaves.—Short
Widowhoods.—Tbeir Drefs.— Diverfions.— Car-
riages.— Norimons.—Carts drawn by Buffaloes.—
Further Particulars of the Management of the
Company’s Trade.—Senior Merchants of the Caftle.
— Adminifirators or Wareboyfe-keepers. — Gem-
wiffaries at the Wareboufes.—Exportation of Gold
and Silver 1o India,

EURDPEANS. whether Dutch, or of
any other nation, and in whatever ftation
they are, live at Batavia, nearly in the fame
manner. In the morning, at five o’clock,
or earlier, when the day breaks, they get up.
Many of them, then goand fit at their doors ;
but others ftay in the houfe, with nothing
but a light gown, in which they fleep, thrown
over their naked limbs ; they then breakfaft
upon coffee or tea; afterwards they drefs,
and go out, to attend to the bufinefs they

may
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may have. Almoft all, who have any place
or employment, muft be at their proper
ftation at, or before, eight o'clock, and they
remain at work till eleven, or half pafh
At twelve o’clock they dine; take an after-
noon’s nap till four, and attend to their bufi-
nefs again till fix, or take a tour out of the
city in a carriage. At fix o'clock they
affemble in companies, and play, or converfe,
till nine, when they return home; whoever
choofes to ftay to fupper is welcome ; and
eleven o’clock is the ufval hour of retiring to
reft. Convivial gaiety feems to reign
among them, and yet it is linked with a
kind of fufpicious referve, which pervades all
ftations, and all companies, and is the con-
fequence of an arbitrary and jealous govern~
ment. The leaft word, that may be wrefted
to an evil meaning, may bring on very
ferious confequences, if it reach the ears of
the perfon who is aggrieved, either in fadt,
or in imagination. 1 have heard many peo-
ple affert, that they would not confide in
their own brothers, in this country.
No women are prefent at thefe affemblies,
they have their own feparate companies.
Married men, neither give themfelves
much
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much concern about their wives, nor thew
them much regard. They feldom converfe
with them, at leaft not on ufeful fubjeéts, or
fuch as concern fociety. After having been
married for years, the ladies are often,
therefore, as ignorant of the world and of
manners, as upon their wedding-day. Itis
not that they have no capacity to learn, but
the men have no inclination to teach.

The men generally go drefled in the
Dutch fathion, and often wear black.

As foon as you enter a houfe, where you
intend to ftop for an hour or more, you are
defired by the mafter, to make yourfelf com-
fortable, by taking off fome of your clothes,
&c. This is done, by laying afide the fword,
pulling off the coat, and wig (for moft men
wear wigs here), and fubftituting in the
room of the laft, a little white night-cap,
which is generally carried in the pocket,
for that purpofe.

When they go out, on foot, they are at-
tended by a flave, who carries a funfhade
(called here fambreel or payang) over their
heads ; but whoever is lower in rank thana
junior merchant, may not have a flave behind
him, but muft carry a fmall funfhade himfelf,

Moft
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Moft of the white women, who are feen
at Batavia, are born in the Indies. Thofe
who come from Europe at a marriageable
age, are very few in number. I fhall,
therefore, confine my obfervations to the
former.

Thefe are either the offspring of European
mothers, or of oriental female flaves, who
having firft been miftrelfes to Europeans,
have afterwards been married to them, and
have been converted to chriftianity, or at
leaft have affumed the name of chriftians.

The children produced by thefe marriages,
may be known, to the third and fourth gene-~
ration, efpecially by the eyes, which are much
fmaller than in the unmixed progeny of
Europeans.

There are likewife children, who are the
offspring of Portuguefe, but thefe never
become entirely white.

Children born in the Indies, are nick-
named /ip/aps by the Europeans, although
both parents may have come from Europe.

Girls are commonly marriageable at
twelve or thirteen years of age, and fome-
times younger. It feldom happens, if they
are but tolerably handfome, have any mo-

ney,
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ney, or any to expet, or are related to
people in power, that they are unmarried
after that age.

As they marry while they are yet children,
it may eafily be conceived, that they do not
pofiefs thofe requifites which enable a woman
to manage a family with propriety. There
are many of them, who can neither read
nor write, nor poflefs any ideas of religion,
of morality, or of focial intercourfe.

Being married fo young, they feldom get
many children, and are old women at thirty
years of age. Women of fifty, in Europe,
look younger and frefher, than thofe of
thirty at Batavia. They are, in general, of
a very delicate make, and of an extreme
fair complexion ; but the tints of vermillion
which embellith our northern ladies, are
wholly abfent from their cheeks; the fkin of
their face and hands, is of the moft deadly
pale white. Beauties muft not be fought
amongft them ; the handfomeft whom I faw,
would {carcely be thought middling pretty,
in Europe.

They have very fupple joints, and can
turn their fingers, hands, and arms, in
almoft every direftion; but this they have

in
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in common with the women in the Weft-
Indies, and in other tropical climates.

They are commonly of a liftlefs and lazy
temper ; but this ought chiefly to be aicribed
to their education, and the number of flaves
of both fexes, that they always have to wait
upon them.

They rife about half paft {even, or cight
o'clock, in the morning. They fpend the
forenoon in playing and toying with their
female flaves, whom they are never without,
and in laughing and talking with them,
while a few moments afterwards, they will
have the poor creatures whipped unmerci-
fully, for the mereft trifie. They loll, ina
loofe and airy drefs, upon a fofa, or fit upon
a low ftool, or upon the ground, with their
legs croffed under them. Inthe mean time,
they do not omit the chewing of pinang, or
betel, with which cuftom all the Indian
women are infatuated ; they likewife maf-
ticate the Java tobacco; this makes their
fpittle of a crimfon colour, and when they
have done it long, they get a black border
along their lips, their teeth become black,
and their mouths are very difagresable,
though it is pretended that this ufe purifies

the
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the mouth, and preferves from the tooth-
ache.

As the Indian women are really not de-
ficient in powers of underftanding, they
would become very ufeful members of fo-
ciety, endearing wives, and good mothers,
if they were but kept from familiarity with
the flaves in their infancy, and educated un-
der the immediate eye of their parents, who
fhould be affiduous to inculcate, in their ten-
der minds, the principles of true morality,
and polithed manners. But, alas ! the pa-
rents are far from taking fuch a burthenfome
tafk upon themfelves. As foon as the child
is born, they abandon it to the care of a
female flave, who generally fuckles it, and
by whom it is reared, till it attains the age of
nine or ten years. Thefe nurfes are often
but one remove above a brute, in point of
intellect ; and the little innocents imbibe,
with their milk, all the prejudices and fuper-
ftitious notions, which difgrace the minds
of their attendants, and which are never
eradicated during the remainder of their
lives, but feem to ftamp them, rather with
the charatter of the progeny of defpicable
flaves, than of a civilized race of beings.

They
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They are remarkably fond of bathing
and ablutions, and they make ufe of a
large tub, for this purpofe, which holds
three hogtheads of water, and in which
they immerge their whole body, at leaft
twice a week. Some of them do this, in
the morning, in one of the running {treams
out of the city.

In common with moft of the women in
India, they cherith a moft exceflive jealoufy
of their hufbands, and of their female flaves.
If they difcover the fmalleft familiarity
between them, they fet no bounds to their
thirft of revenge againft thefe poor bondf-
women, who, in moft cafes, have not dared
to refift the will of their mafters, for fear of
ill treatment.

They torture them in various ways ; they
have them whipped with rods, and beat with
rattans, till they fink down before them,
nearly exhaufted : among other methods of
tormenting them, they make the poor girls
fit before them in fuch a pofture, that they
can pinch them with their toes, in a certain
fenfible part, which is the peculiar object of
their vengeance, with fuch cruel ingenuity,
that they faint away, by the excefs of pain.

1 thall
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I fhall refrain from the recital of in-
ftances, which I have heard, of the moft
refined cruelty praétifed upon thefe wretched
victims of jealoufy, by Indian women, and
which have been related to me by witneffes
worthy of belief; they are too repugnant to
every fecling of humanity, and furpafs the
ufual bounds of credibility.

Having thus fatiated their anger upon
their {laves, their next objett is to take equal
revenge upon their hufbands, which they do
in a manner lefs cruel, and more pleafant to
themfelves.

The warmth of the climate, which ine
fluences ftrongly upon their conftitutjons,
together with the diffolute lives of the men
before marriage, are the caufes of much
wantonnefs and diffipation among the wo-
men.

Marriages are always made at Batsvia,
on Sundays, yet the bride never appears
abroad before the following Wednefday
evening, when the attends divine fervice;
to be fooner feen in public, would be a vio-
lation of the rules of decorum.

As foon as a woman becomes a widow,
and the body of her hufband is interred,

which
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which is generally done the day after his
deceafe, if fhe be but rich, fhe has imme-
diately a number of fuitors. A certain lady,
who loft her hufband while 1 was at Ba-
tavia, had, in the fourth week of her widow=
hood, a fourth lover, and at the end of three
months, the married again, and would have
done it fooner, if the laws had allowed
of it.

Their drefs is very light and airy ; they
have a piece of cotton cloth wrapped round
the body, and faftened under the arms, next
to the fkin; over it they wear a fhift, a
jacket, and a chintz petticoat ; which is all
covered by a long gown or #abay, as it is
called, which hangs loofe ; the fleeves come
down to the wrifts, where they are faftened
clofe,with fix or feven little gold, or diamond
buttons. When they go out in ftate, or to a
company where they expeét the prefence of
a lady of a counfellor of India, they put
on a very fine muflin £abay, which is made
like the other, but hangs down to the feet,
while the firft only reaches to the knees.
When they invite each other, it is always
with the condition of coming with the long,

or the thort #abay. They all go with their
heads
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heads uncovered ; the hair, which is per-
feétly black, is worn in a wreath, faftened
with gold and diamond hairpins, which
they call a condé * : in the front, and on the
fides of the head, it is ftroked {mooth, and
rendered fhining, by being anointed with
cocoanut-oil. They are particularly fet up-
on this head-drefs, and the girl who can
drefs their hair the moit to their liking, is
their chief favourite among their flaves.
On Sundays they fometimes drefs in the
European ftyle, with ftays and other fathion-
able incumbrances, which however they do
not like at all, being accuftomed to a drefs
fo much loofer, and more pleafant, in this
torrid clime.

When a lady goes out, fhe has ufually
four, or more, female flaves attending her,
one of whom bears her betel-box, They
are fumptuoufly adorned with gold and fil-

* The Englifh travellers who have vifited Batavia, have all
admired the tafte of this head-drefs, which they have thought
inexpreflibly elegant. When the ladies pay their evening-
vifits to each other, the wreath of hair is furrounded by a
chaplet of flowers, in which the grateful fragrance of the
nyflanthes fambac, or Arabian jeffamine, unites with the mo-
deft (weetnefs of the polianther tubersfa, and is beautifully in-
termixed with the golden fiars of the mimu/sps clengi, T.

YEIy
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ver, and this oftentatious luxury, the Indian
ladies carry to a very great excefs ¥,

They feldom mix in company with the
men, except at marriage-feafts.

The title of my lady is given exclufively to
the wives of counfellors of India.

The ladies are very fond of riding through
the ftreets of the town, in their carriages, in
the evening. Formerly, when Batavia was
in a more flourithing condition, they were
accompanied by muficians : but this is little
cuftomary at prefent, no more than rowing
through the canals that interfeét the town,
in little pleafure-boats ; and the going upon
thefe parties, which were equally enlivened
by mufic, was called orangbayen.

When I came to Batavia, there was a
theatre there ; but it was given up before
my departure.

The coaches ufed at Batavia, are {mall
and light. No one is reftrained from keep-
ing a carriage, but all are limited with re-
fpe to its decoration and painting. Thefe
are fcrupuloufly regulated, according to the

# See the note in the foregoing chapter, relative to the

fumptuary regulations introduced at Barawia, of which this
feems to be a noterious infradtion. T,

refpective



[ 324 ]

refpetive ranks. Glafs windows to coaches,
are alone allowed to the members of the
government, who have alfo the privilege of
painting or gilding their carriages agreeable
their own tafte.

It is ordained, that a {lave fhall run before
every wheel-carriage, with a ftick in his
band, in order to give notice of its nearnefs,
and prevent all accidents ; for the ftreets not
being paved, the approach of the carriage
cannot be otherwife cafily perceived.

A yearly tax is paid to the Company for
keeping a carriage ; but moft people hire
one, at the rate of fixty rixdollars a month,
of the licenfed ftablekeepers, by whom the
duty is paid ¥. Counfellors of India, and a
few others, of the Company’s upper fervants,
are exempted from it.

Sedan-chairs are not in ufe here. The
ladies, however, fometimes employ a con-
veyance, that is fomewhat like them, and
is called a morimon. ‘This is a kind of box,
narrower at the top than the bettom, and

* The annual tax paid by the ftablekeepers, is 8o rix-
dollars, if living within, and go, if without, the city. Ona
former occafion, the different rates of the duty on carriages,
paid by different perfons, have besn noticed. 7.

carried
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carried by a thick bamboo pole, faftened
over the top. They fit in it, with their legs
crofled under them, and have then juft
room enough to fit upright, without being
feen.

The carts, drawn by buffaloes,which ferve
to convey goods inland, are of a very fim-
ple, and no lefs clumfy, conftrution. A
long pole, which ferves for a beam, goes
through an axletree, which turns two
wheels, or rather round blocks like quoits,
which are fawn out of the trunk of a thick
tree, being about four feet in diameter, and
having a round hole in the center, through
which the end of the axletree is inferted.
At the farther end of the beam, there is
a crofs piece of wood, of four or five feet
in length, with four ftout pegs, which is laid
upon the thoulders of two buffaloes, in the
manner of a yoke, fo that their necks fit
between the pegs, and this ferves both to
bear the weight of the cart, and to drag it
along. The carts themfelves are fmall, and
cannot carry a great weight ; they have a
covering made of leaves, to preferve the load
from the rain.

The
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The trade of the Company, as we have
before faid, is managed by the diretor
general. The burthenfome duty of his of-
fice, is greatly alleviated by two affiftants,
who are fenior merchants of the caftle.
Their bufinefs confifts chiefly, in fuperin-
tending the houfing in the Company's
warehoufes of all goods which are brought
to Batavia by their fhips, and the delivery of
them again ; all returns on this fcore, are
firft made to them. The fenior of them
has the fuperintendence over all the goods
that arrive, and the other, over thofe that
are difpatched. Deliveries are made on
warrants figned by one of them. All pa-
pers, relative to trade, which are received
from the out-fattories, are examined by
them, and they report their contents to
the dire€tor. They are both likewife ad-
miniftrators of the great treafury, but de-
rive little emolument from it. Their office
is one of the moft troublefome of any in the
Company’s civil fervice at Batavia, and is
not equally lucrative in comparifon with
others, to which lefs labour is attached,
and whence much greater profits accrue ;

yet
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yet it is an office of much confideration, as it
gives the precedency before all other fenior
merchants.

All merchandize is houfed in the Com-
pany’s repofitories, which are fituated partly
in the city of Batavia, and partly on the
ifland of Onruft, under the direction of admi-
niftrators, or warehoufe-keepers, who muft
render account of the fame.

This branch of bufinefs is divided into
feveral departments, each of which has two
adminiftrators,two commiffaries, anda book-
keeper. Some of thefe adminiftratorfhips
are very lucrative employments, efpecially
that of the ifland Onruff, on account of the
large quantities of goods, which are laid
up there. A certain per centage is allowed
to all the adminiftrators, upon the whole
of the goods which they deliver, for walte,
lofs in weight, and damage, when the de-
livery is effeted within a twelvemonth af-
ter the receipt ; but when the goods have
lain more than a year in the warehoufes,
he allowance is greater.

The occupation of the commiffaries at
the warehoufes, is to take care that the
Company fuffer no prejudice at the receipt

or
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or delivery of goods. They are obliged to
be prefent at the weighing of every thing,
and to be attentive to the accuracy of the
weight ; an oath of fidelity in the difcharge
of their duty, is adminiftered to them, an-
nualiy, by the council of juftice,

The quantity of goods {ent from Europe to
India, is inconfideruble, in comparifon with
thofe which are conveyed from one part of
the Indies to another, or to Europe. The
chief article of exportation to India, is gold
and filver, both bullion, and coined *.

* The 2nnual cxportation of the precious metals to India,
by the Durch Eafi-India Conpany, has been calculated at
J£6,000,000, or nearly sso000l. 7,

CHAPTER



[ 329 ]

CHAPTER VL

A fbort Account of the Out-faifories—~AMBOYNA.
—BanpA.— TirNare. —Macasser. — T1-
MoR.—BENJERMASSING.— Mavracca— The
Neithes # Coaf? of Tava —Ceaft of CoroMAN-
pEL.—CeEvLoN.—BrxGaL.—SURAT.— Coaff
of* MALABAR—Feff Coaf of SuMaTRA.—
Baxtam. — ParLemeane. — CHERIBON.—
Trade to Japax.—7o0 Caina.—Absndonment of

Sfeveral Fattories, and Tradi gplaces— Decay of
the Company's Trade in the Weft of Inaia, chicfly
owing to the Preponderance of the Englith —Pre-
miums %o the Ship’s Crews that return from In-
dia.— Decay of Batavia, by the Decreafe of pri-
vate 9rade.—Unbealtoinefs of the Place—Ad-
miniftration of the Province of JaccATRA.—Im-
ports at Batavia—The Jfland Oxrust.—DEx
Kuiper.—PuarMEREND.—EDaM.

THE Company’s poffeffiens in India, are
diftinguifhed into thofe fituated to the eaft-
ward, and thole to the weftward of FEu-
tavia. To the e«ftward, the government,
or province of Amboyna, holds the firft rank ;
to it belong the neighbouring illands, and
part of the ifland of Ceram. The Com-

pany’s
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pany’s fervants appertaining to Améboyna,
are i number about eight or nine hun-
dred.

The only article of trade produced here,
1s cloves ; thefe are grown in fuch quan-
tities, that the government at Batavia, fome-
times. order a large number of clove-trees
to be extirpated, and that no more than a
certain fixed number fhall be planted.

Thus, by a refolution of the year 1768,
they ordered that the propagation of the
clove-trees fhould ceafe, till their number
was reduced to 550,000 ; the number of
trees, both young, and fruit-bearing, was
then 759,040. In the year 1770, an ex-
traordinary fine crop, produced upwards of
2,2¢0,000/bs. of cloves ; each pound fearcely
flands the Company in more than five
ftivers *,

Banda is the fecond government to the
eaftward. It conmfifts of feveral fmall

* On Mr. Stavorinus's fecond voyage he vifited Am-
&eyna, and has there, in book ii. given a very copious account
of it. We refrain, therefore, from making any additions, to his
thort notice of it in this chapter; and fhall only enlarge on
thofe fettlements, which he did not himfelf touch at, and of
which he gives no further, or a very flight account. T.

iflands,
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iflands *. The number of Europeans in
garrifon, or otherwife in the fervice of the
Com-

* The province of Basda is about three or four weeks'
fail from Batevia; it confifts of fix fmail iflands, which lie
clofe to each other; upon MAeira, which is fituate in 4° 30
fouth latitude, ftands the chief fettlement of the pro-
vince; it has a [pacious and commodious harbour, but very
difficult to b: entered ; fhips anchor under the cannon of
two forts, called Belpica and Nafaw; the firlt ftands vpon an
eminence, and commands the whole extent of the ifland,
and of the harbour, as well as fort Naffax ; it would how-
ever, at leaft require a garrifon of 400 men to be capable
of defence, and the whole number of military in all the
iflands, fcarcely ever exceeds j00; the next illand is that of
Lonthoir, or Banda proper. The refidencies of Wayer and
Oerien, are on this ifland, and it has a fort, and twe or
three redoubts ; the third and fourth in importance, are Palo-
wway and Pelo-run ; upon the firft of which there is a fmall
fort, and upon the other a redoubt ; and thefe four iflands,
are the only places where the cultivation of the nutmeg-tres
isallowed by the Company ; the other two are, Rezingim,
on which there is a redoubt, and to this iland the Company
often banifh their ftate-prifoners ; and Gemung-api, which has
a volcano, conflantly emitting fmoke, and often Alames. To
this government likewife belong feveral other iflands in the
peighbourhood, known by the appellations of the fouth-
caftern, and the fouthweftern ifles, Their inhabitants are
in alliance with the Company, and furnith a confiderable
quantity of provifions, confifting of wild boars, ftags, fea-
cows, and other articles of food, which they barter at Neira
for piece-goods, and other neceffaries. This trade, however
trifling, is of much benefit to the inhabitants of Banda; and

it
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Company there, does not much differ from
that at Amboyua.

It has little to fear from enemies, being,
as it were, fortified by nature, and almoft
every where inacceffible, on account of its
fteep thores. The violent currents, and
narrow paflages likewife make the naviga-
tion very dangerous *. The Company’s

thips

it is fuppofed that the province would reap greater advan-
tages from ii, if the Company would allow Neira to be-
come a more commercial place ; bur the fufpicious policy
of the government, has always been direéted to prevent
the frequency of communication with the (pice-iflands, that
as little opening might be lefr, as poffibie, for the profe-
cution of a clandeftine trade, or for the knowledge of the
fituation, and fate of defence of thefe poffeflions. 7~

* The eftablifiment at the ifles of Fanda, confifted, in
1776 and 1777, of 55 perfons in civil employments, 3 cler-
gymen, 16 furgeons and afiitants; 35 belonging to the ar-
tillery; 82 feamen and marines employed on fhore; 293
foldiers, and 40 mechanics: in all 514 Europeans, befides
2t of the natives in the Company’s fervice: yet the orders
of the Company require that the garrifon here fhould amount
to joo men. Befides the ufual falaries, the Company allow
their fervants at Banda, five per cent on the fale of goods
imported, and feven per cent furplus-weight on the nut-
megs collefted ; 2! of which emoluments belong to the go-
vernor, y'p to the fecond in command, and the reft is
diftributed by fixed portions among the other Company’s
fervants; fix per cent is likewife allowed on the nutmegs,

and
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fhips are obliged to be warped in with the
afiiftance of many boats.

The produce confifts in nutmegs and
mace ; the former, ftand the Company in
about one and a quarter ftiver per pound,
and the latter in about nine ftivers *.

The

and twelve per cent on the mace, fhipped offy for lofs in
weight by drying, crumbling, &c.; the profit accruing by
which, is divided equally berween the governor, and the
warehoufe-keepers ; the governor has likewife an allowance
of f240, or about 22/. per month, for table-money. When
the Englith Admiral Rawier took poffefion of the iflands
of Amboyna and Banda, in February and March, 1796, the
firft, and indeed the only article of the capitulation, was,
that % the fenior and junior officers of the civil eftablifh-
% ment, the clergy, the military, and the marines, fhould
% continue to receive their ufual pay.” Notwithftanding
the natural means of defence of thefe iflands, they fell an
ealy prey to the Englith ; no refiffance was made, either
here, or at Ambeyss, nor was there a fhot fired, or 2 man
killed, on either fide. 7

* This is nearly conformable to the prices ftated by Abbé
Raywar, who fays that the Company paid nine flivers per
pound for the mace, and one and an eighth for nutmegs ;
but the fa&t is, that the planters were formerly obliged to fur-
nifh all their fpice to the Company, npon pain of death for
felling to any other, at 14 pennings, or [ of a fliver, for the
found nutmegs ; half as much for thofe which were worm-
eaten; B flivers 53 pennings for the mace; and half as

much for the duft of mace; butin the year 1778 a violent
hurricane
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The third government is that of Ternate,
to which the ifland of Tidore is fubordinate.

The

burricane having ruined moft of the plantations, the price
was advanced to 31 flivers for the nutmegs, and 10 flivers
for the mace; the charges of fhipping both articles, are
about one gilder per cwt.; and taking into calculation, the
per centages allowed on the weight, as before mentioned, the
invoice-value of each, would be as follows :
1000 {5, nutmegs, delivered by the planters,
70 l6. for 7 per cent allowed upon the colleftion

930 &4, paid to the planters, at 33 7. per 5.  f.162. 1§
36 I5. for 6 per cent allowed upon the fhipment.

—

874 Ib. neat. Charges of thipping, f.1. per cwt. 8. 15

— —

874 5. nutmegs, therefore, ftood theCompanyin fi171. 10
or 15l 112 1od. fterling, being about 4% d. per pound.
toco /6. mace, paid tothe planters, at 10 . per . f.500. ©
120 lé. for 12 per cent allowed upon the fhipment.

———

880 /. neat, Charges of fhipping, £t per cwt. 8. 16

e

880 /6. mace, therefore, ftood the Company in f.508. 16

m———

or 460, 5s. flerling, being about 127, 4. per pound.

The real quantity of thefe precious fpices, produced in the
Banda ifles, has never been exadtly known, The largeft
quantity of nutmegs fold by the Eaft-India Company in Hol-
land, at one time, was 280,064/6. in the year 1737; in
1756, was fold 341,427/.; and, in 1778, 264,180/ ; the

average
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The garrifon is computed to amount, alto-
gether, to feven hundred men. Ternate is
not

average has been taken at 250,000/3. annually, fold in Europe
at feventy-five ftivers per pound, beiides about 100,000/,
difpofed of in the Indies, at no lefs a rate. Of mace, the
average fold in Europe has been go,ocold. annually, at £6
per pound, and 10,000/ in the Indies. Againft, hnwever’
the amazing profits accruing upon thefe articles, muft be
confidered, the important expences of the eftablifiment at
Banda. Three large fhips are difpatched thither, every year,
from Fava, with rice and other neceffaries. In the year
1779, the charges amounted to £.146,170, and the revenues
proceeding from the duties on imports, &c. to £:9,350, leav-
ing a furplus in the charges of f.136,820, or about 13,440/,
fterling ; although the able and intelligent governor general
Mosser, in his plan of reform of the Company’s affairs in
India, calculates, thar the revenues of Bands, could be en-
creafed to f.go.000, taking, at the fame time, the charges of
the eftablifiment at f.1 55,000, by which the ultimate expence
would be reduced by one half. Thefe iflands, however, can
neyer be expefted to yield any advantage, befides that derived
from the fpice-trade. Entirely cut off from all the other
parts of India, and deprived of all commerce, fave the trifling
bartering-trade we have noticed with the indigent natives of
the foutheaftern and fouthweltern iflands, they are even defli-
tute of the means of fubfiftence for their own inhabirants,
and muft be fupplied with every neceflary from without.
Nature, who has lavifhly befiowed upon them, articles of
luxory and fuperfluity, has denied them thofe of in-
difpenfable neceffity. Bandsz is likewife accounted a moft un-
healthy place, efpecially at the ehief feilement of Neira.
Some artribute this circomitance to the neighbourhood of the

volcanos
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not a fubje& of fo much folicitude as the
iflands juft mentioned, for all the {pice-trees
which it poffeffed, are extirpated, and no

others may be planted in their ftead *.
This

volcano, in the ifland of Guaung Asi, and others to a deleterious
quality in the water.

When Admiral Rarvier took poffeflion of Bands, he found
in the treafury 66,67¢ rixdollars, and in ftore B 777i6. nut-
megs, and 19,587/6 mace. The Englith Eaft-India Com-
pany fold o,00cl®. nutmegs, and 25,0008, mace, at their
laft fpring-fale, which was the firft public fale in England of
thefe valuable articles. T

* The province of Ternate, includes the iflands of Termare,
Tidore, Motir, Machion, and Bachian ; which are what are
properly the Meleceas ;- they are the original places of growth
of the finer [pices, and larger nutmegs are fiill found in the
woods of Ternate, than any that are produced at Bawds., On
the ifland of Ternate, in one degree north latitude, is ftuate
Fort Orange, which is the refidence of the governor. The
Spaniards had a footing in the Molvceas, as late as the year
1663. at which period they abandoned their eftablifhment at
Gammalamma, which was formerly the refidence of the kings
of Termure; and the Dutch Eaflt-India Company proving the
firongeft in their wars, in 1680, with the confederated kings
af the Meluceas, the king of Ternate became tributary to them,
and the kings of the other iflands were fo far rendered de-
pendent upon them, that, in the year 1748, upon fufpicion
of their hiving fet fome machinations on foot againft the Com-
pany, the two powerful kings of Tidere and Lackian, were de-
pofed, and fent in exile to Latawia, and their thrones given to
other princes, upon condition of their becoming the vaffals of

the Company. Some places, fituated in the eaftern part of
the
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This province cofts more to the Com-
pany, than any profits that accrue from
it.

the ifland Celebes, belong likewife to this government ; the
chief of them are Gwentals and Mamads; and the obje&t of
the Company in fettling there, is principally to furnith pro-
vifions for Termate, that part of Celebes being very fruitful in
rice, and other neceffaries. They alfo yield a confiderable
quantity of gold, about 24,000 tacls, of a dollar and a half in
weight, yearly, amounting, at gl. per tael, to 120,000l and
efculent birds® nefis, which are efteemed a great delicacy by
the orientals, and efpecially by the Chinefe, in exchange for
which the inhabitants take opium, Indoftan piecegoods,
chiefly blue cloth, fine Bengal coffies and hummums, toge-
ther with fome cutlery. Termate does not, in general, require
any fupply of provifions from Java, as the ifles of Banda do.
Some have given as a reafon for this difference, that, from
the commencement of the dominion of the Dutch in the
Milucea iflands, the lives of the inhabitants have been fpared i
whereas in Bands, they wereall exterminated, under the pretence
that they were a perfidious nation, upon whofe engagements no
dependence could be placed; and now that the cultivation of
the {oil there has fallen into the hands of a mixtere of Euro-
peans and Indians, either as proprietors or leflees of the fpice-
plantations, they have not been able toattend to the propagation
of rice or other articles of food. In 1556—1777, the efta-
blihment of Ternate confifted of fftv-nine perfons in civil
employments, three in ecclfiaftical fituations, ten furgeons
andaffifiants, thirty-eight belonging to the artillery, 214 famen
and marines employed on fhore, 456 foldiers, and fixty-feven
mechanics, in all 847. In addition to his falary, the governor
has a Ijrear]:,r allowance of f 2,400, or about 220l, fterling, for
the expence of eatertaining the native princes ; the governor
and the fecond in command, have five per cent divided

equally
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it. It is, however, of great importance, to
defend the fpice-iflands, to which, together
with five or fix other fmall iflands, it {ferves

as a key. Thefe are properly the Molucca
iflands.

A few years ago, the Englih efta-
blithed themfelves at a fmall ifland, not
far diftant from Ternate, which is called
Sullock, but they abandoned it again in
1766.

The charges which the Company incur
at Ternate, amount to about one hundred
and forty thoufand gilders per annum, and
the profits on the goods which are confumed

among the natives, to fixty or feventy thou-
fand *,

This

cqually between them, on the fule of all goods imported ; and
one per cent is allowed on the colle@ion of gold, to be divid-
ed between the governor and the colle&or. T,

* The Company pay a yearly fum of f.32,250, or nearly
3,000/ fterling, to the kings of the Moluecas, in confiderstion
of which, they engage to deftroy all the {pice-trees, which are
difperfed through the woods of their extenfive iflands, and
detachments of Europeans are fent ont from time to time, to
fee that this extirpation be duly executed. The Company do
not retain poffeflion of the Meluccar on account of their in-
trinfic value, but for political reafons, in order to keep other
nations from the neighbourhood of Ambyme and Panda, to the

fecurity
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This ifland fuffered greatly in the month
of Auguft, 1770, by earthquakes. More
than fixty violent fhocks were felt in the
fpace of four-and-twenty hours, and the
fortifications were much injured.

Macaffer is the fourth government; it is
fituated on the ifland of Celebes, part of
which is under the dominion of the Com-
pany, while they are in alliance with moft
of the native fovereigns of the remainder.
The eftablithment here is equal to thofe
of the beforementioned governments. There
are fortrefles, which are difperfed over the
ifland, to keep the natives in awe; but the
chief power of the Company, confifts in the
policy of fomenting the mutual jealoufy of

fecurity of which the poflfeffion of Ternate was fuppofed greatly

to contribute. 'The expences of government at the Moluccar,
were calculated by the governor general MosseL, at f.144,3500

per annum, and the revenues 2t f.go,000; but, in 1779, after

the revolution mentioned in a preceding note, the former

were found to amount to f229,406, and the latter to

J114,997, leaving a deficit of f.114,400, or about 10,400l
flerling, which is a large fum, when we confider that the
mother-country derives no advantage from this fettlement ; for
the profits on-the gold and birds’ nefts, beforementioned, are
confumed in India, and fcarcely fuffice to make good the

charge of fending a fhip thither, as is done every year from

Batavia, with ftores and neceffaries for the government. 7.
the
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the Indian princes, their allies, by which
they are prevented from uniting, and are,
in confequence, unable to undertake any
thing againft the Dutch.

The profits of the Company amounted,
in the year 1755, to eighty thoufand, and
their charges to one hundred and fifty-five
thoufand gilders.

Slaves and rice, are the chief objefts of
traffic here; but the eftablifhment is like-
wife confidered of great importance, for the
fecurity of the Moluccas, and the fpice-
iflands *.

Upon the ifland of Timor, part of which
belongs to the Portuguefe, and part to the
Dutch, the Company have .a {fmall fettle-
ment, the profits and expences of which are
nearly equal .

At

#* See the further ample account of the fettlement at Maca/~

Jor, in Mr. Sravorinus’s Second Voyage., T.
1+ Timer is an ifland lying in the dire&ion of w.&. between
89 4o/, and 109 30, fouth latitude ; the Dutch fettlement is
at a fort called Compang, at the s.w. part of it, in latitude 102 12’
fouth, and in longitude, according to the Dutch charts,
1219 g1, ealt, but according to Captain Bricwm, in 124°
41 eaft. The chief of the fettlement has the rank of mer-
chant, with an additional falary of £.2,000, and the eftablifh-
ment confifted in 1776—1777, of ten perfons in civil,
and
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At Banjermaffing, fituated on the fouth
fide of the great ifland of Bornes, the
charges and revenues are equally nearly
upon a par. Its chief produtt is pepper *.

Malacca

and two in ecclefiaftical employments, two furgeons, five
belonging to the artillery, eight marines, forty foldiers, and
three mechanics, in all, feventy Europeans. The w.e. and
fouth fides of the ifland belong to the Dutch, whofe governor
has equally the controul over the neighbonring fmall iflands of
Rettiy Sava, and fome others, which are governed by their
own native princes, but who are dependent of the Company,
and pay yearly acknowledgments of fimall value, confifting
principally in wax, which is the chief article produced in their
domains. The Portuguefe have a fmall faftory, called Liffas,
on the north fide of Fimor. The charges of the Dutch efla-
blifhment here, amounted, in 1779, 1o f.11,712, and the re.
ceipts to fi13,619. And upon the whole, they have been
computed to be nearly upen a par. Timer furnifhes a number
of flaves for private ufe, who are of a pliant difpofition and
temper, and are much employed at Bawda, in the cultivation
and preparation of nutmegs and mace. The Company like-
wife receive from Timer a confiderable quantity of fandal-
wood and beefwax (though the former article is now fearee),
in exchange for piecegoods, on the fale of which five per cent
is allowed, in equal proportions, to the two firfl officers;
the profits on this little trade are more than adequate, to make
good the charges of the thip, which is annuaily difpatched from
Batavie, for the purpofes of fetching them, and of carrying a

cargo of neceffaries to the government. T
> The faftory at Banjermafiag, lies in 32 fouth latitude,
There is a {mall fort, where a junior merchant, as refident,
with about twenty-five or thirty foldiers, are fiationed. The
ohjedt
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Malacca is the fifth government, and 2
place of great importance, for it commands

the

object of this eftablifiment, is chiefly the colle&ion, or pur-
chafe, of the pepper and rough diamonds, produced in the
country. Five per cent on the pepper collefted, is allowed
to the refident. The contraét entered into with the king,
obliges him to deliver 6oo,co0 pounds, at three ftivers
Per pound ; and this isthe nuly article which induces the Com-
pany to retain this poffeffion, for the profits on the rough
diamonds, gold, wax, canes, and fago, would not be fufficient
to make good the charges. The refpe@ive qualities of thefe
latter articles are alfo fo inferior, that the trade of the Company
in them, is confined to a mere trifle. The circumjacent In-
dian nations, and the Chinefe, carry on a grest trade with Ber-
meo. The Englih have fome eftablihments on the north
coaft of dermee bur their fettlement at Balambangan, was de-
flroyed, in 1775, by the Suloos, and we know not whether
it has been reeftabliied. They have endeavoured to rear
the nutmeg ar thefe places- They fucceeded tolerably in
the heginniug, but either their plants have degenerated,
or they had mot originally the genuine kind, for the nute
megs they now produce are much lefs in value, than thefe
which are grown at Lasda, and are, in faét, what are cailed
wild nutmegs, being of an oblong fhape, and a lefs fpicy
nature than the true ones. Bamermajing is of no importance
to the Company as a fource of revenue, for they do not poffefs
a foot of land, without their fort, and are obliged 1o be con-
flantly on their guard againft the infidious attacks of the na-
tives; though, in 176g, an order, which was made in 1754,
for all captains of veflels going thither, * not to land all the
* edfh they had on board for the faftory, at one time,” was
withdrawn ; the fort being then thought fufficiently ftrong to

withitand
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the paffage through the ftraits of that name
to the eaftern parts of Afia, as all fhips

withftand any affault of the Indians. The charges of this
eftablithment, were, in 1779, f.12,091, about 1,tcofl fler-
ling, which, together with thofe of conveying the pepper
to Batavia, are {carcely covered by the profits accruing on
this fcanty trade.

Landak and Swccadana, are poffeflions which the Dutch
Company have obtained in Bermes, by grant from the king of
Bantam, to whole crown they were appendages, being pro-
vinces formerly congquered by the Bantamefe; in the year
1778, he ceded the entire property of them to the Company,
who immediately fent a fhip from Batevia, with an adequate
force to ke pofleflion of them, and enter into a treaty with
the fultan of the country. Both thefe objefts having fuc-
ceeded, the Company fettled themfelves in a {mall fort, called
Punsiana, fituated on a river of the name of lava, The
eltablifhment, as may be conceived, is not large, it remaining
yet to be proved whether the commerce that may be carried
on here, will anfwer the expence. Between thirty and forty
men, are garrifoned here; and, in 1779, the charges amounteg
to f.g,726, about 884L and the profits, which had thea been
made upon the fale of piecegoods, and other trifies, were no
more than £.1,764, about 160l but hopes have been enter-
tained that thefe places will, in future, be of great advantage to
the Company, grounded upon the various articles of trade,
which Bernes is known to produce, samely, rough diamonds,
camphor, benzoin, canes, iron, copper, bezoar, fago, wax, birds’
nefts, gold, &c. Yet, taking into confideration the propenfity
of the Borueans to theft, and to illicit rade, as well as that
{everal of the above produdtions are not to be met with, within
twenty days’ journey, up the country, it may well be doubted,
whether any benefit can be fpeedily, or ultimately, derived
from thefe {ettlements. T

gﬂl!]g
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going to China, Tonquin, Siam, the Molucca,
and Sunda flands, muft either pafs by here,
or elfe through the ftraits of Sunda; both
which paflages can be blocked up, by means
of the Company's poffeflions. The whole
eftablithment at Malacca, is computed to
amount to five hundred men *. The reve-
nues and charges of the government are each
about one hundred thoufand gilders +.

The

* In 1776—1777, the eftablithment a+ Malzeea, confifted of
thirty-nine perfons in civil, and three in ecclefaftical employ-
ments, feven furgeons and affiftants, Gxieen belonging to the
artillery, 129 feamen and marines, 262 foldiers, and forty-three
mechanics, in all 499 Europeans. The city is fituated in
3° 10, north latitude, and was taken from the Portuguefe by
the Dutch, in 164¢, after a moft obfiinate defence. It is re-
prefented as a firong place. It was taken poffeffion of by the
Englith in Auguft, 1795.

+ Governor Mosser. flated the charges of this fettlement
in his time at f.102,000, and the revenues at £.8g,000 per
annum; in 175g, however, the former amounted to.f.113.235,
and the latter to f.162,520, leaving a balance in favour of the
colony of f.49,285, or about 4,480l. fterling. ‘This revenue
proceeds from the duties laid on imports and exporis, a great
trade being carried on here by the Indians, and free European
merchants of all nations, and from the profits an the ggods
vended by the Company.  Of the export-duty of fix per cent
one fourth is allowed, 2s a perquifite, to the Company’s fer-
vants, of which, the governor has forty per cent, the fecond
in command fifteen, and the reft is difiributed, in different pro-
portions, to the inferior officers. The governor has alfo an

allowance



[ 345 1]

The fixth government in order, is that
of the Northeaft Coaft of Fava; the head
of which generally refides at Samarang.
The Company draw almoft all their rice
and timber from this province. All the
feaports along this coaft, as far as Cheribon,
where chiefs, or refidents, are ftationed by
the Company, belong to it. This is faid

allowance of one gilder, about 1+. gd. per picol, on all the tin
collefted. | A large quantity of this article, '3 or go0,000lb.
weight, is purchafed here every year, at about £.30 per 100/,
equal to about 56s. fierling per ewr. which is generally dif-
pofed of in Afia. In 1778, however, 100.000/6. was fold
in Holland at f.40 per 100. This feitlement likewife yields
fome gold, areca, brimftone, and rofin, together with very
good mafts, for the fmall veflels which are built at fembang,
and at the ifland Owraf. Upon all thefe, the profits are not
inconfiderable, as the whole of thefe articles arein great requeft
throughout the Indies. The commiffioners for the trade on
both fides of the firait, have five per cent on ail purchales and
fales, and one per cent on the gold they colledt, out of
which they muft defray their own travelling expences. The
territorial extent of this government is not very great; itis
confined to the city of Malzeca, and thejneighbouring fmall pro-
vince of Pera, where the Company have a fort, for proteting
the colleftion of the tin, which is dug there. In 1783, Rie,
or Risw, fitvated near Malacca, which was the refort of a noto-
rious neft of fmugglers, was fubdued by Commodore Vaw
Braam, and has fince been added to the jurifdiftion of
Mglacea, T,

to
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to be at prefent, the moft lucrative of all
the govermentsin India *.

The feventh, is that of the coaft of
Coromandel. Befides the head fettlement,
Negapatnam +, all the Company’s other
factories along this coaft, belong to it.
Thefe are Sadrafpatnam, Palicol, “fagernak-
pouram and Bemelipatnam §. The articles

of

* We ref.r the reader to the fecond voyage of Mr. Sta-
voRrINus, for particulars refpefting the Dutch fettlements
along the northeaft coaft of Fave. 7.

+ Negapatnam is a firong fortrefs, and walled town, in the
kingdom of Tamjore, and 11° north latitude. It was for-
merly the chief fettlement of the Dutch, on this coaft, and
coft them much money in maintaining the garrifon and for-
tifications. In the war of 1780, it was, however, taken by
the Englith, and ceded to them by the treaty of peace in
1783. The ftatements adduced below, both of the eftablifh-
ment on the coaff, and of the revenues and expences, are
taken from dates preceding this event ; none fubfequent to
ity have been attainable; nor has it been pofiible to afcertain
the fpecific proportion of Negapatnam, in either: fo that
greater uncertainty muft prevail on this fubjed, than in any
of our otber additions. I

$ Our author here omits the fettlement of Palliacarsa,
wh.re the Dutch efiablifhed themfelves as early as 1609,
when they built a fquare forr, called Geldia, and w hither,
fince the lofs of Negapatnam, the chief government of their
fet-
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of trade which it furnithes, are all forts of
cotton piece-goods.
Ceylon

fettlements on the coaft, has been tranfpofed. The fort
isin 13° 30’ north latitude, the city which adjoins to it lies
in the dominions of the Wabob of #reat.  The trade here,
and indeed all along the Coremandel coaft, in amck, fugar,
Japan copper, fpices, and other articles brought from B.ta-
wia, is very brilk. Sadrafpatnam is a town, equally in the
dominions of the nabob of Arew, from whom the Company
have farmed it; they have a fortified lodge here, and have
frequented this place, fince 1647: it lies in 1:% 40 north.
Palicol is a village belorging to the Company, in 16° 40/
north, and in the country of N.rfepere ; together with the
two following places, itis fitaated in the kingdom of Gel-
conda, Fagerma pouram, lies in 17° 20’ vorth; the terri.ory
upon which it ftands, together with the faftory at Daatijerem,
and two villages near it, which are ufed for the blesching of
callicoes and other piecegoods, are the prpeity of the Com-
pany ; the faftory is defended by ramparts of earth.  Bemeli-
pat-am, the north latitude of which is nearly 18°isa place,
which the Company hold in farm ; they have a new fort
here, and the road before it, as well as that at jagernaé-
powram, is prafticable, from December to September. The
Dutch Company Likewife carry on a confiderable trade at
Majfulipatnam, and they have arefident at Porto-novs, which
is under the nabob of Areet, for the purchafe of cottons, en
which they pay an export-duty of one per cent. In 1776
—1377, their eftabliiment on the coaft of Coromandel,
coafified of 1,175 Europeans ; namely, 142 in civil, and
nine in ecclefiaftical employments ; fourteen furgeons and
affiffants ; feventy-nine belonging to the arillery ; 184 fea-
men and marines, employed om fhore ; 736 foldiers, and

eleven
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Ceylon is the eighth government, to which
Likewife belongs Madura, fituate on the op-
pofite thore *,

This

eleven mechanies, befides 137 natives. The revenues, and
the profits on the merchandize difpofed of, amounted in
1770, for all thefe fettlements, Negapatnam included, to
F127,131, and the charges to f452,133 The intelligent
Mossex, who was particularly acquainted with the local
circumftances of this coaft, as he was five years governor
of the Company’s Coromandel fetlements, calcu:ated that the
former might be made to amount fo f.520,000, and the lat,
ter reduced to fiabo,000. One or two Abips are annually
difpatched direct to Europe, with piecegnods, and caliatour-
wood, the reft go firlk to Batavia. The value of the piece=
goods, fold in 1778, in Ho.and, was f.2,000,000, about
181,818/, flerling; and of calistour-wood 200,000 i, were
fold at fiz0 per 100/, It is computed that twenty-five
per cent is gained on both articles. The whole of the

Dutch fertlements on this coaft are now in pofiefion of
the Englith, 7,

* Coln lies between 62 and g9 north. The firuggles
between the Dutch and Portuguefe, for this ifland, lafted from
1638 to 1655, in which laft year the latter were en tirely driven
from it, by the lofs of Celombo, This place, which is well
fortified, is the chief fettlement, and the refidence of the gover-
mor; it is fituated on the weft fide of the ifland, and at the
broadeft part of it. Candy, the metropolis of the ifland, and
the feat of the emperor, lies about fixteen Dutch miles, inland,
from Celemde; it was taken in 1764, by the Dutch, but re-
ftored to the emperor by the fubfequent peace, The diftrict
of Comés extends about twenty leagues in length, and eight

in
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This extenfive ifland may be faid to be en-
tirely under the dominion of the Company
{ince

in breadth; it abounds in cinnamon-groves and rice-ficlds,
black cattle and poultry, and is very populous. There is 2
feminarium at Colembo, for the propagation of the chriftian re-
ligion; and it is computed, that there are 300,000 native
chriftians in Ceplew, ‘The road of Calom’e is unfafe, and only
prafticable for a few months in the year. Five leagues nocth
of Colomb; is Negombo, a fortrefs of lefs confideration, but the
cinnamon produced in its difiriét is the beft of the ifland; it
likewife yields a large quantity of ceir for cordage. JFaffss-
pataam isa place of confequence, {trongly fortified, lving oppo-
fite to, and not far from, the continent of Indoftan; itis the
capital of what was formerly a kingdom, nearly fixty leagues
in circumference: elephants form the only object of trade of
this country for the Company; this, however, yields, in gene-
ral, a profic of fi50,000, about 4550l flerling, yearly. A
confiderable number of thefe animals are delivered anoually
to the Company, by the native princes in this difiri&t, who
are, on that confideration, left in poffeilion of the fovereignty
over the country, and the inhabitants. Triacenomale is on the
oppofite fide of the ifland, thirty-five leagues from Faffnapat-
nam, Fort Osfienturg, which ftands upon a cliff, projecting
ahout 1500 paces into the fea, was built by the Portuguefc,
with the materials of a famous pagoda which ftood there, and
was deftroyed by them; the Dutch pofelfed themfelves of it
in 1639, and, notwithftanding its feeming natural firength, it
has not proved fufficient to refift the attack of an European
enemy,-having been taken twice in the prefent century ; its
harbour is celebrated as one of the moft commodious and ex-
tenfive in the world, and it is peculiarly favourably fireated for
keeping up a correfpondence with the king of Candj, and, of
courfe, for engroffing the trade of the cinnamon grown in his

dominions,
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fince the treaty of peace, concluded, in 1766,
with the emperor of Candy; for they now
poffefs, in fovereignty, all the feacoafts and
harbours round the ifland : nothing but the
interior parts has been left to the emperor,
and he is wholly inclofed in them, without
any accefs to the fea, except by paffing over
the territory of the Company. This is, in
fact, the chief, if not the fole, advantage
derived from that expenfive war, which, it
has been computed, coft the Company more
than eight millions of gilders *. The Dutch

dominions. About eighteen leagues farther is Batticaloa,
which is a fort of but lirtle ftrength, but on account of the
fertility of its diftri&t in all kinds of provifions, of fome im-
portance to the Company. Pumto Galls is a fecure harbour,
at the fouthern extremity of the ifland, in the fertile province
of Mature, where {ome coffee and pepper are produced; in
this harbour, all the thips for Holland are loaden in November
and in February, with the various produfls of Ceylem, and
thofe taken in trade at Colombs, all which muft be conveyed to
Punto Galls, to be fhipped to Europe : befides thefe, there are
feveral {maller forts, Caliture, Kalpetty, Putelang, Chilax, and
BManaar, which ferve chiefly to cover the moft open parts of
the coaft; and the fattories, on the oppofite fhore of India, ap-
pertain alfo to the government of Ceylon ; thefe are, Twtucorin,
Kilcard, Pemzecail, Cap: Comerin, and Mamnapaar, where a
quantity of piecegoods is collefted, and fent to Ceplen. In
September and O&ober, 1795, Ceylon, and its dependencies,
were reduced by the Britith forces. 7
* About 727,300l fledling. T.
embaffadors,
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embafladors, who were fent to the court of
Candy, were formerly obliged to conform to
the oriental ceremony, of approaching the
throne upon their knees ; but it was made a
condition of the treaty of peace, that this
fervile cuftom fhould no more take place,
and that they fhould remain ftanding in the

prefence of the king.
The chief, and almoft the only, produce of
this ifland, is cinnamon®. The pearl-fithery
likewife,

% Of the various fpecies of the cinnamon-tree, and the
manner of firipping the bark, preparing, and fhipping it off,
Dr. Thussarc has given an ample and curious account, in
the fourth volume of his Travels. 1t is grown chiefly in the
diliricts of Colomés, Gale Corle, Negombo, and in the dominions
of the king of Candy; it ufed formerly never to be regularly
planted, but was always fought for in the woods, by the chex-
lias, one of the loweit caftes of the Cingalefe, whofc peculiar
occupation was the barking of cinnamen : it is, however, now
cultivated by the Dutch Company, who have laid out exten-
five plantations of it, in the diftrifts of Colombe and G_le Corle,
They have proceeded with greater ardour in this plan, fince
the laft war with the king of Casdy, on account of the great
decreafe in the quantity collefted fince, compared with that
ufually procured before. Notwithftanding the acquifition of
a larpe extent of rerritory, at the conclufion of peace, ir has
been found that, inftead of 8ooc or 10,000 bales of cinnamon,
of 88/, each, which was the quastity ufuslly drawn from
Ceylon before that war, only 6000 or yooo bales have been
furnifhed. This deficiency has been afcribed to the illwiil

of
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likewife, however, yields the Company, in
general, a benefit of one hundred thoufand

of the court of Candy, on account of the humiliation to which
it was reduced by that war; and although the king is bound,
by the conditions of peace, to deliver all the cinnamon pro-
duced in his country to the Company, for five pagodas (an
Indian gold coin of ninety ftivers, or about 85 24, fterling)
per bale of €8 /5. he either negle&s to have the cinnamon duly
collefted, or fends a great part of it, of an inferior quality, or
in an adolterated, or fpoiled flate. The cinnamon which:
the Company colle&, or cultivate themfelves, is computed to
ftand them in nearly the fame rate. Befides this precious
fpice, fome coffee and cardemoms are the only articles of the
produce of the ifland, which are exported to Europe; piece-
goods from the faftories on the oppofite coaft, pepper from
the coaft of Malabar, cowries from the Maldives, faltpetre
from Bengal, and fome Surat goods, help to form, however,
the cargoes of the veffels which are diipatched from Puate
Gallo; and in 1778, the fales in Europe, of the imports from
Ceylom, were as follow :
6oo,000lb. cinnamon, at about /.6 {11s. fterling) per B
4,000/b. cardemoms, at 53 ftivers (34.)
5,000lb, coffee, atie —
goo,o00lk, cowries, at 7i—
20,000/, cotton-yarn, and
piecegoods to the amount of f. zoo,000 (about
18,18al.)
A confiderable quantity of cinnanfon is alfo yearly fent to
Batavia, for the confumption of the caft. The cinnamon
found at Ceylem, in 1793, was purchafed of the captors, by the
Englifh Eaft-India Company, for 180,000/. fterling. In the
Iatter end of 1797, the qmntiif of 13,893 bales, containing
1,238,968 /5. of cinnamon, was brought to England; and the
Eaft-India Company fold 350,000 2. at their enfuing fpring-
fale. T.
rixdollars,



35 ]

rixdollars, annually. No pearls ufed for-
merly to be fithed, but upon the oyfter-beds
of Tutocorin ; but they are now likewife got
from thofe on the Ceylon fide, near Manaar,
and Aripo. The fithery, however, does not
take place, for certain, every year; for this
depends upon the condition in which the beds
arc found. When the fithing-feafon ap-
proaches, the oyfters are examined by the
Ceylon council, and if they are found of a
proper fize, publication is made, of the time
when the pearl-fithery is to commence, and
the number of boats and men, to be em-
ployed in it, are determined upon: the num-
ber of divers, is, at prefent, wfually fixed at
ninety-fix. A certain percentage is allowed,
to the governor of Ceylon, on what the
Company receive from the farming of this

fithery *.
The

* The advantages which accrued from this fource,
amounted only to one hundred thoufand gilders, not rixdol-
lars, annually ; but the Company have been deprived of them
entirely, fince the year 17715 at that period, the nabob of the
Carnatic, attacked and took poffeffion of Marrua, near Tutu-
corin, whofe prince was in alliance with the Dutch; the nabob
immediately laid claim to the pearl-fithery, and the Company
thought fit to give up the point, and bave abandoned it ever
fince. The famous Vax Ixnor, in his pofthumous elabo-

rate
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The trade of the Company in Bengal, is
intrufted to a dire€tor, as they poffefs only a
very {mall territory there, by permiffion of

rate memorial refpecting the ftate of India, confiders Marrus, as
an important barrier or frontier-place of Ceylon. Many precious
ftones are found in Ceylim, the principal of which are, rubies,
fapphires, topazes, and garnets ; different kinds of chryitals,
and quartz, are fold there under the pompous denominations
of dismonds, amethyfts, &c. Dr. Truwserc has given a
curious lift of all the kinds which he met with at Ceylon. The
digging of them is farmed out by the government ; and though
trifling, is one of the objefts of revenue of the ifland.
Thefe amounted, in 1779, altogether, to f.61 1,704, while the
charges of the whole eftablithment were £it,243,038; which
makes the expence of the Company in maintaining Ceylom,
ultimately amountto £.631,334, or 57,394/, fterling, but thisis
eafily borne by the immenfe profits atrached to the exclufive
cinnamon-trade, and the other articles brought from this
ifland, as before noticed. 1In 17535, however, when Mosser
drew up his flatements, Ceylen appeared in a very different
light; he made the revenues and profits amount to £.1,168,000,
and the charges only to £ 902,500, by which it appears, that
the ifland was then fully zble to mainain itfelf.  Yet there are
many caufes which may be fuppofid to contribute to this dif-
ference : the failure of the revenue from the pearl-fithery; the
augmentation of the territory of the Company by the peace of
1766, and confequent-increafe of their militry force, &e.
In 1776—1777, the eftablithment 3t Ceplem, confified of, 416
perfons in civil, and 33 in ecclefiaftical, offices, ¢4 furgeons
and afliftants, 315 belonging to the artillery, 615 teamen and
marines employed on fhore, 2,397 loldiers,and 243 mechanics,
in al'y 4,073 Eurapeans, befides 1,225 natives. T,

the
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the emperor of Indsftan, or the Great Mogul.
It is the fame at Surat, where, as in Bengal,
they have a lodge, or factory, for the fecu-
rity of their goods, and their jurifdiction
does not extend far beyond its limits. From
Bengal, they receive piecegoods, faltpetre,
and opium. From Surat, piecegoods, va-
rious forts of Indian dreffes,” &c.

The Company’s poffefiions on the coaft of
Malabar, are under a commandant. The
chief produce is pepper, which is efteemed
the beft of all India *.

From the weft coaft of Sumatra, are
brought, gold, camphor, and pepper -

Bantam

= Mr, Stavomisus enlarges, refpedting Bemgal, in the
next book ; refpeéting Swrat, in the 2d and 3d books of his
fecond voyage; and refpedting the coaft of Malzbar, in the
13th and 14th chapters of the 4th book. T.

+ Befides Lampen, which has been mentioned among the de-
pendencies of Bantam, the Dutch have a fetilement at Padang,
on the wefl coaft of Sumatra, to which the faétories at Pule
Clinco, Priaman, and Adgerbadja, are fubordinate. At Pa-
dang, there is a fort, with a garrifon of fifty or fixty men, and
the chief of the fettlement has the rank of merchant. Some
pepper, camphor, and benzoin, are furnifhed from this coaft,
but ever fince the eftablithment of the Englifh fettlement at Fes-
evelen, in this neighbourhood, the Dutch complain that pepper
is procured in very {mall quantities; they, however, likewife
colle@ and export annually to Batevia, about two thoufand

five
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Bantam is a commmandery, from which
the Company draw the greateft quantity of
PEpper.

On the inner, or eaftern, coaft of Sumatra,
they have a fettlement at Palembang, whence
they receive pepper and tin *,

Moft

five hundred tials of gold, the quantity never exceeds three

thoufand tials, nor falls thort of two ; a tial is twenty-fix pen-
ny-weights twelve grains; the purchafe price is high, being
nearly 3/, 5s. flerling, per ounce. There is a vein of gold

which runs clofe to Padang, and, fome years ago, it was

worked, but not finding returns adequate to the expence, the

Company let.it to farm, and, in a few years, it fell into fuch
low repute, as to be difpofed of at a rent of two Spanifh dol-
lars, by publicauftion. In 1779, the books of Padang thewed

a balance in favour of the eftablifhment of f.20,g02, about

1,900l fterling, the charges being £.¢3,675, and on the other
hand, the profits accruing on the fale of piecegoods, falt, &c.
Sf-74:577+ which is fufficient to defray the expence of fending
a fhip thither annually from Betevis, with neceffaries for the:
fettlement. Padang, and its dependencies, are, at prefent, in
the hands of the Englih. The whole eftabliiment of the
Datch on the welt coaft of Sumarra, including Lamper, wasy
im 17763777, thirty perfons in civil employments, five fur-

geons and affiffants, two belonging to the artillery, thirteen

marines, 104 {oldiers, and twenty-one mechanics, in all, 173

Europeans, befides ninety-feven natives in the fervice of the
Company. T.

# Palembang lies about ten or twelve days® Gil from Batavis
The dominions of the king of Palembang are extenfive; they
reach as far as the Lills of Lamgen to the fouthward, and com-

prehend
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Moft of the coffee fold by the Company,
is brought from their fettlement at Chersbon

in Java.

One

prehend the ifland of Banca, which lies oppofite to the river of
Palembang. This ifland is celebrated throughout Afia, for the
fame caufe, its tinmines, to which England owed its celebrity
in Europe, in very ancient times, before its arts and arms had
fpread its fame around the globe. The tinmines in Banca,
which were firft difcovered in 1710 or 1711, have yielded im-
menfe quantities of ore, and appear inexhauflible. There are
feven chief places where it is dug, which are under the di-
reétion of Chinefe managers, who provide and pay for the
labour of the miners, who are alfo, in general, of that nation.
The tin is delivered by thefe chiefs, to the king of Palembang,
for five rixdollars per 125 pounds, and by him to the Dutch for
fifteen rixdollars, équal to about ¢8s. fterling per cxor. Englith.
‘The Company do not, however, always takeall that is brought;
for in 1770, the government at Batewia, refolved,  not to
% receive more than agooo picols, of 125/f each, from
4 Palrmbang every year, and &5 §,000 picols more, had been
# delivered that year, no more than 20,000 fhould be ac-
4 cepted in the next, of which due notice fhould be given to
“ the king."" And yet the Dutch endeavour to prevent the
tin from being difpofed of to any others, and keep veffels con-
tinually cruifing along the Thores, to prevent the fmuggling of
it; but their vigilance is eluded, and the commerce is largely
participated by private adventurers. Ravxar and others,
ftate the quantizy of tin, received by the Dutch Company, at
2,800,000/, ; but from the above, it appears, that they take,
at leaft, 3,000,000/, But very little of it comes to Europe ;
in 1778, 700,000/, were fold in Holland at f.42 per 100/k. ;

the greateft part goes to the China-market, where it is pre-
ferred
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One of their moft advantageous branches
of commerce, is that which they carry on
to Fapan ; they fend one or two fhips thi-
ther every year, and are admitted to trade
there, exclufively of all other nations, the
Chinefe alone excepted.

A {mall ifland, called Decima, in the

ferred to European tin, and the profit upon it, is fuppofed, by
a late intelligent traveller, Sir Gzorce Stausrtox, not to be
lefs, any year, than 150,000l fterling, though, by the Dutch
account of their China-trade, which is given a little farther
on, this-feems to be an extravagant computation. The king
is under firi& engagements to the Dutch, to zllow them an
exclufive trade throughout his dominions, and to deliver all
the tin, and pepper, produced in them, at Batawia, fending
them thither in his own flips, and at his own expence. The
quantity of pepper brought annually from Paiembang, is about
2,000,0c0:4. which is purchafed at the rate of two: flivers
per pound. The Company likewife take about 1cco
carats of rough diamonds, and a confiderable quantity of canes
and rattans.  Very few gocds are given in exchange for thefe
articles, and a large fum in fpecie is yearly rzquired to balance
with the king. In 177, the profit on the few things difpofed
of at Palambang, amounted only to £23,922, and the charges of
the fettlement wers fi40,677, making it ftand the Company
for one year in £.45,755, or about 4,16cl fterling. In 1771,
they rebuilt their &ld ruinous fort, in a pentagonal form, and
the coft of the new one was computed to be f.80,546, about
7322k flerding.  Their eftablifiment here, confifted, in
1776—1377. of 115 Europeans, viz. fix in their civil fervice,
one clergyman, two furgeons, fixty-one feamen and marines,
iwenty-nine foldiers, and fixteen mechanics. T,

-

harbour,
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harbour of Nangafakki, has been ceded to
them ; and the merchandize they import is
landed and houfed there *.

This trade is confided to a chief, who is
fent out from Batavia every two years.

The charges of this eftablifhment, amount
to full one hundred thoufand gilders every
year ; the half of which, is the value of the
annual prefents to the emperor of Fapant.

® Decima, is fitvated in 42° north latitude. The voyage
from Batavia to Fapas generally lafts about thirty days.
The navigation is very dangerous, and the Dutch have, for
the laft hundred years, loft one out of every five fhips that go
thither. For an account of the excefive jealouly and fuf-
picion of the Japanefe, and their treatment both of the
Dutch and of the Chinefe, as well as of numerous other par-
ticulars relative to Fapam, and before little known in Euvrope,
the reader cannot be better referred, than to the ample and
curious relations, to be found in the third and fourth volumes
of Dr. Tauxeerc's travels. 7.

+ The Company have only about ten or twelve of their
fervants refided* in Fapan. The charges amounted, in 177q,
to £.g6,356 ; the greateft part whereof confifts, as above, of
pru:{cﬁts to the emperor, and the expences of the journey
undertaken yearly to Jede, for the offering of them : on the
other hand, the profits arifing from the fale of goods were
f.106,802, leaving a furplus of full /110,000 ,or nearly 1,000%
frerling”; fo that nothing remains to be dedutted from the pro-
fits on the returns (for which, fee the next note) but the ex-
pences of the fhips fenty and the calculated lofs, as before
mentioned, of one vellel in five. T.

The
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The principal articles that are thipped to
Japan, are tortoife-thells, Baros camphor
from Sumaira and Borneo, Dutch woollens,
and fugar ; in return for which, we receive
Japan camphor, copper, china, and lac-
quered ware *,

The trade to China, generally employs
four fhips every year; thefe are difpatched
direétly from Holland, and only touch at

* The two {hips' which go yearly to Fapas, ulually take
the value of f.g00,000, about 45,450k in fugar, fapanwood,
elephants’ teeth, tortoife-thell, camphor, tin, lead, quickfilver,
chintzes, cottons, Dutch woollens, vermillion, wax, cloves,
nutmegs, pepper, china-root, and fome filver in ducatoons.
Their returns confift, for the greateft part, in Japan copper,
which is in fmall bars, of about fix inches long, and about
one-third of a pound in weight ; of thefe they receive eight
er nine thoufand boxes, each containing 1258. which they
pay at the rate of f£.31 per box, and difpofe of itin Bemgal, at
Surat, and oo the coalts of Coromandel and Malabar, for f.qo,
and f.gt : they likewife take about 50,000/. Japan camphor,
two-fifths of which is retailed in India, and the reft comes
to Eorope; and alfo a trifling amount in foy, china, lac-
quered ware, and large filk nightgowns. The private trade
of the Dutch officers and thips’ crews to Japan, is alfo very
confiderable, as well as profitable ; they carry out, camphor,
china-root, faffron, Venice treacle, Spanith liguorice, ratans,
fpeftacles, looking glaffes, watches, manufatured glafz, and
unicorns’ borns (the horn of the mesedos momecers:), and re-
ceive in returs, foy, filks, filk nightzowns, china, lacquered
ware, fans, and finerice. T,

Batavia,
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Batavia, in going out, in order to take in
a cargo of Banca tin, which is difpofed of to
much advantage in China: but when they
return to Europe, they only anchor at
North Ifland, not far from the ftraits of
Sunda, to take in water, without touching
at Batavia. The time when they fet fail from
Batavia for China, is generally about the
beginning of July *.

The

, * The Dutch faltory at Cantes, is not, like all their other
{ettlements, and places of trade, in India, fubordinate to the
government at Barawia, but has, for upwards of forty years,
been under the management of a {pecial committee of di-
reftors in Holland ; vet every thing relative it, is commu-
nicated to, and tranfafted in concert with, the government
at Batavia. The cargoes of the four or five fhips, which
the Dutch fend annually to Chims, amount in value to
Sf2,400,000; or f.3,500,000, about 25000l ferding, one
half of which confilts in filver, either in bars, or Spanifh
dollars, and the other half in tin, lead, pepper, cloves, and
nutmegs, upon which articles a profit of, at leaft, f.660,000,
about 6o,000l. fterling, is made. For the above capital, the
Company’s agents purchafe between four and five millions
pounds of tea, of all forts, and a quantity of filks, nankeens,
china, turmeric, &c. We fubjoin a lilt of the quantitics
of tea, exported in Dutch fhips from China, for the twenty
years between 1776 and 17953

Years. Ships. Jbs, tea,
1776 .+ 5+« 4923,700.
1777 + - 4 » « 4,856,500,
1748
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The Company ufed formerly to trade to
Cochinchina, .ngﬂ:}:, Siam, Pegu, Aracan,
Perfia, and Mocba; but they have now
abandoned all commerce with thefe places.
Their conneétions are, at prefent, limited
to thofe I have before fhortly noticed; and
among thefe, there are feveral, which, in
my opinion, are more prejudicial than ad-
vantageous to the Company ; efpecially
thofe in the weft of India ; which muft be
afcribed to a change of times, and of cir-
cumftances.

Years. Ships. IBs. tea.
1778 . . 4 . . 4695,;00.
1799 = - 4 « 41553, 100.
1780 . + 4 . . 4,687800.
1781 4 « « 4967000,
1782
1783 » none, an account of the war.
1784
1785 4 §1334,000.
1786 4 4:458,800.
1787 5 -+ = 5943200
1788 5 §1794:909-
1789 4 « + 4179600
1790 5 51106,900.
1791 3 1,328,300.
1792 z 2,057,330.
1793 3 2,95%5,539-
1904 - - 3 . o+ S.41T300.
1795 - - -+ #4096,800. T.
' g When
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When the Company eftablithed their
commerce in thofe parts, their rivals were
very inconfiderable ; the Englith were not
a match for them, and the Indian princes
traded rather with the Dutch, than with
their neighbours. But this is now entirely
altered.

The Englifh, who did not then come in-
to any confideration, are now as ftrong,
and perhaps ftronger, in the weft of India,
than the Dutch Company are in the eaft.
They have prefcribed laws to the empe-
ror of Indoftan, and are, in confequence,
mafters of the whole trade of his dominions,
efpecially at Suraf and in Bengal, where the
Company ufed to make important profits,
both by the goods which they imported, and
thofe which they exported.

If the fea-rifk, the fhips’ charges, and
the intereft of the money employed, were
accurately computed, their prefent gains,
would, perhaps, be found to be extremely
trifling.

Not only the Englith, but almoft all the
naval powers of Europe, have at prefent
fhips trading to the Indies, and eftablifh-

ments
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ments. of more or lefs confequence, in the
weftern parts.

The trade in piecegoods, which in former
times, produced fuch confiderable benefit to
the Company, is now almoft entirely in
the hands of the Englith ; at leaft they are
very detrimental to the portion of it that
ftill remains with us, by their competition
for purchafes.

I fhall not fay any thing of the honefty
and fidelity of the Company’s chiefs at their
out-fadtories : that is out of the line I pro-
pofe following: when I was in Bengal, I
had an opportunity of obferving fome.in-
ftances, not very confonant with the above
virtues 5 and it is not many years ago, that
the Company had proofs of the like, in the
government of the Coromandel coaft.

On the other hand, the number of of-
ficers, and their appointments, remain the
fame; and a numerous body of ufelefs
placemen, and too many military, are main-
tained by the Company.

If the trade in Bengal, at Surat, and on
the coaft of Coromandel, were reduced to
the fame regulations, as that to China and

:fﬂ an ;
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Fapan; and if, inftead of expenfive forti-
fications, trading-houfes, or faftories, were
only retained, the profits, which are ac
tually made, would remain, and the pre-
fent charges, would be amazingly diminith-
ed. It cannot, in my opinion, be of any
real advantage to the Company, that they
pretend to appear as a fovereign flate,
where they have not an exclufive trade,
and where they cannot interdiét the trade
of every other nation. At Ceylon, Fava,
and the other iflands in the eaftern parts,
where they have the territorial property,
and the fovereign power, it is neceflary
both to difplay, and to maintain, their do-
minion ; for there they can,and juftly, dif-
pute the right of all others, whether au-
thorized traders or interlopers; but it is
money thrown away, to pretend to make a
fhew of fovereignty, at the before-men-
tioned places, for it augments neither their
commerce, nor their refources.

The goods which they carry thither, and
which cannot be furnithed by any other na-
tion, the Dutch being the fole dealers in
them, fuch as the finer fpices, and Japan
copper, are of a nature, which renders them

indif=
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indifpenfable in the weft of India, Their
thips loaden with thefe articles, would be,
with pleafure, fucceflively received, and they
would {peedily and gladly be bartered for
cargoes of other commodities.

Moreover, there would be the advantage,
that the conduors, having to fuperintend a
lefs extenfive concern, would the better be
enabled to difcover, and reform, zll errors
and abufes : whereas the extent of the ob-
Jje€t under their controul, affords, at prefent,
mnumerable openings for mifconduct and
miftakes, which undermine the whole fu-
perftruéture.

The Englith have not only been very
prejudicial to the trade of the Company in
the weft of India, but have alfo endea-
voured, if not to fupplant them in the en-
tire pofleffion of Ceylon, at leaft to partici-
pate in the advantages of that rich ifland.

At the time of the laft war in Ceylon,
when the Company had blocked up all the
harbours, with their thips, and the empe-
ror was nearly reduced to be befieged in his
capital, the Englifh fent an embaffador from
Madras to the emperor, with an offer of
affiftance to expel the Dutch from his do-

minions,
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minions, for which purpofe they would pro-
vide a large number of fhips. But their
own pertinacity was the reafon that the
alliance was not formed in time; for the
embaflfador would not comply with the
oriental cuftom of addrefs, which is efpe-
cially prevalent in Ceylbn, and to which
the Dutch were ufed to conform ; that is,
he refufed to proftrate himfelf upon the
ground, or fall upon his knees, when he
was firft introduced into the prefence of
the emperor. Several weeks thus elapfed
before he had an audience; and in the
mean time, matters had taken a {till more
decided afpeét in our favour, fo that, the
clandeftine attempts of our fecret enemies,
were, in this inftance, fruftrated.

I was exceedingly furprized when 1 faw
at Batavia, that, although the trade in piece-
goods, and in opium, was prohibited to pri-
vate individuals of our own nation, the
Englith were not only allowed to bring
whole cargoes to Batavia; and to difpofe of
them there, but were facilitated in every
refpeét, in the difpofal. Thefe indulgences
were not confined to the above, but were

extended to all forts of commedities, both
Indian
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Indian and European, to the great detri-
ment of our own fhips’ officers and crews,
who were not allowed to import their
wares ; and they who did bring fome pri-
vileged goods, were forced to fell them at
a lofs, on account of the glut occafioned
by the quantities imported by the Englith.
The exportation of fugar too, was likewife
prohibited to our own people, but the Eng-
lith were furnifhed with as much as they
afked for, out of the Company’s warehoufes.
Their fhips, upon paying for the work
done, were allowed to be repaired by the
Company’s fervants at the ifland Onruf.
In Auguft, 1769, I faw eight Englith fhips,
lying at that ifland, and three more in the
roads of Batavia. In the following year,
however, the government feemed, in fome
meafure, to have a different opinion; for
they then reftri€ted the Englith to the tak-
ing in of water and wood ; which every

one hoped might be of long continuance.
The Company have another objeét of
expence, fince the year 1742, which did
not perhaps then appear in fo: detrimental
a light, as at prefent. I mean the pre-
miums which are given to the thips’ crews
returning
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returning home, and which were allowed
as an indemnification for the articles of
trade, which, before that time, they were
permitted to bring home with them from
India; but this was fo much abufed, that
the Company’s fhips were crammed with
the private property of the crews, in fo
far, that now and then, a fhip was loft in
confequence of being too deeply loaden.

In how far, by putting a ftop to this pri-
vate trade, fuch accidents have, in reality,
been prevented, may be beft feen, by com-
paring the number of the fhips loft, for
thirty years, before the year 1742, with
thofe loft fince. For my own part, I be-
lieve, that very little difference would be
found. It is of courfe, that the veflels, loft
in Table Bay, or other roads, which cannot
be attributed to overloading, muft not be
taken into the account. The Company
have already expended the fum of eighteen
millions of gilders, in thefe premiums,
as will appear from the rough calculation
fubjoined, in which I have taken rather
too little than too much.

The premiums for every fhip returning
home (eftimating the crews, one with an-

other,
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other, at one hundred and twenty hands,
for each fhip) amount to full £.18,000, as
follows :

1 captain, receives for premium f.2,000

1 captain’s mate - < 500
1 fecond mate : : : 400
1 furgeon - : : . 400
2 other mates, f300 each . 6oo
1 chaplain : ; . SeRa00

20 under-officers, one with an-
other, f. 200 each - 4,000

24 {eamen, earning upwards of fi10
monthly wages, f.150 each 3,600
66 ditto, and boys, under fi10
J-100 each - - 6,600
117 men
3 fuppofed to have died
on the other fide of the
Cape of Good Hope, who
receive nothing.

—

120 mMeEn

So that every thip’s crew re-
ceive for premiums . .« fu8,400

Which,
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Which, however, in order to

make a round fum, I only

take at : : : f.18,000
And computing that fince the

year 1742, twenty-five fhips

have annually returned from

India, confidering one year

with another, the whole a-

mount in premiums, for one

year, is . e o« fi450,000

Since the navigation has been
put upon this footing, that is,
from 1742 to 1771, twenty-
nine years have elapfed ; fo
that during that period, the
Company have paid premi-
ums to the amount of . f£13,050,000

The intereft of this capital for
twenty-fevenyears,at three

per cent per annum, which
is annually augmented by
J13,500, amounts to * .  ¢,103,000

So

* Tnftead of imple intereft, at three per cent per annum,
for twenty-feven years, we fhould take compound intereft,
at
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So that the Company haveloft
a fum, for which they have

no adequate benefit, of . £.18,153,000

May not the decay of Batavia, whofe
chief fupport is the free trade of its in-
habitants, be, in fome meafure, likewife
afcribed to this caufe ? People well wor-
thy of credit, who have lived for forty years,
and more, at Batavia, have aflured me, that
there is an inconcejvable difference between
the adtual ftate of the city, with refpeé to
trade, and its flourithing fituation, before
the year 1740. Free inhabitants, who had
never been in the fervice of the Company,
ufed then to return to Europe loaden with
riches, very few inflances of which occur
at prefent. Here in Holland, we may, in
confequence, plainly perceive, that there is
little chance of making money at prefent,
at Batavia, by private trade, and it is well
known, that it grows worfe from day to
day.

at the fame rate, for twenty-nine years, which would amount
to r.7,316,500, and the whole fum loft to the Company,
during that period, by this regulation, would be £ 20,366,500,
ot about 1,851,500l. T.

It
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It is true, that the Company at home,
are unable to reform all the abufes, which
have crept in, from time to time, in fuch
an extent of territory, as they poffefs in the
Indies ; but they are too well acquainted
with che aéual ftate of Batfavia; and the
profperity, or decay of that city, which is
the center, and, as it were, the pivot of
all* their poffeffions, is of too great and real
importance to their interefts, than that they
ought not to endeavour to raife it out of
that languid ftate, into which it is pro-
greflively falling.

Another thing, which is a great draw-
back upon the profperity of Batavia, is the
unhealthinefs which has been perceived
there, for feveral years back. The moft
probable caufe hereof, may be fought, in
the great encreafe of the mudbanks, along
the feacoaft; the water only juft covers
them ; or they are flooded by the tide,which,
when it recedes, leaves a thick {lime be-
hind it, together with a great deal of ani-
mal matter, thrown up by the fea, various
kinds of blubber, and other marine pro-
duétions, which immediately putrify, by the
burning heat, and contaminate the air,

uniting
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uniting- with the noxious exhalations of the
fwamps and moraffes near the town. The
opinion, that the unhealthinefs of the place
may be chiefly attributed to this caufe,
feems to be corroborated by the circum-
ftance, that the ravages of ficknefs and
death, are much lefs in the upper parts of
the city, which lie the -fartheft from the
fea, than in and near the caftle, which is
clofe to the mudbanks, and fwamps. The
mud thus thrown up, already reaches, on
the eaft fide of the river, more than two
thoufand feet out from the dry ground.

I have already faid fomething of the pro-
vince of ¥accatra ; namely, thatit isa pof
feflion of the Company, fubdued by their
arms, whofe narives are their immediate
fubjets, governed by the council of India,
and more particularly under the eye of the
governor general.

A perfon is appointed by the governor,
under the title of commiffary of inland af-
fairs, who reprefents the fovereign, in the
interior of the country.

He adjufts all differences which arife be-
tween the native grandees, with the pre-

knowledge of the governor general, and exadts
all
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all penalties and fines which are laid upen
them, the greateft part of the profits by
which, accrue to him. He is feared and
refpected, like a prince, in the interior parts,
as the happinefs of every individual, is al-
moft entirely in his power.

The regents, who are his coadjutors in
the adminiftration of the land, are taken
from among the natives. The firft  in
rank, are the adapatis, to whom the go-
vernment of a large diftrit is entrufted.
Then follow the fommagongs, who are, how-
ever, much lower in rank, having the di-
retion over a proportionate {maller extent
of country ; although each of them f{tands
alone in his local jurifdiétion. Thefe have
ingbebées under them, who are as much as
licutenants, and before whom difputes of
little importance, between the inhabitants
of their diftrifts, are fettled ; yet the par-
ties may appeal to the commiffary.

It is only when very important matters
occur, in which the Company have a par-
ticular intereft, that they are brought to
the cognizance of the government at Ba-
tavia, and fettled by them; but this does
not often happen.

The
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The commiffary, who refides without the
city, has a guard of natives every night at
his houfe, and twenty, or twenty-four arm-
ed attendants, who are Javanefe, and ftand
ready to execute his commands ; all being in
the pay of the Company.

The chief produions yielded by this
province, are fugar, coffee, indigo, and cot-
ton-yarn. The revenues which the Company
draw from it, amount annually to full one
million of gilders.

The original letters, which are written by
the council of India, to the Indian princes,
are compofed in the Dutch language, and
figned by the governor general, and by the
fecretary, in the name of the government ;
but tranflations are always added, in the
Malay, Javanefe, or whatever other lan-
guage be that of the prince, to whom the
letter is addrefled. For this purpofe, there
are feveral tranflators at Batavia, wha
are well paid, and have the rank of mer-
chants.

The letters, which are fent by the In-
dian princes, to the government, are written

upon
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upen gold, or filver, flowered paper *, and
are brought to the council with much ce~

remony.
The letter which the emperor of Candy

# In the eaftern parts of India, paper is prepared from
the bark of trees ; at Ceylen, and on the adjacent continent,
the leaves of the boraffus palm-tree (doraffis flabelliformis),
and fometimes of the walpat-tree (licwala fpingfa), are ufed in-
ftead of paper. The leaves of both thefe palm-trees, lie in
folds, like a fan, and the {lips ftand in need of no further pre-
paration, than merely to be feparated, and cut fmooth with
a knife. Their mode of writing upon them, confifts in en-
graving the letters with a fine pointed fteel : and in order
that the charafters may be the better feen and read, they
rub them over with charcoal, or fome other black fubflance.
The iron point made ufe of for a pen, is either fet in a brals
handle, and carried about in a wooden cafe, of about fix
inches in length, or elfe it is formed entirely of iron; and
together with the blade of a knife; defigned for the purpofe
of cyrting the leaves, and ml'king them fmooth, fet in a knife-
handle, common to them both, and into which it fhuts pp.
When a fingle flip is not {ufficignt, feveral are bound toge-
ther, by means of a hole made at one end, and a thread on
which they are ftrung. If a book be to be made, they look
out principally for broad and handfome flips of talpat-leaves,
upon which they engrave the charafters very elegantly, and
accurately, with the addition of various figures, by way of
ornament.  All the flips have then two holes made in them,
and are ftrung upon a filken cord, and covered with two thin
lacquered boards. By means of the cords, the leaves are
held even together, and by being drawn out when they are
wanted to be ufed, they may be feparated from each other
at pleafure. T,

fent
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fent to the government at Batavia, after
the conclufion of peace, containing the full
powers of his embafladors to negociate con-
cerning certain matters, which could not
be adjufted at Ceylon, was written upon a
leaf of beaten gold, in the fhape of a co-
coa-leaf ; the letters were engraved upon
it, with a fteel pen, in a moft curious man-
ner. This leaf was rolled up, and inferted
in a cylindrical cafe of gold, which was
wound all round with a row of pearls, ftrung
upon gold thread. This cafe was in a box
of mafly gold, and this.again in one of
filver, which was fealed with the emperor’s
great feal, imprefled in red wax. The filver
box was inclofed in one of ivory, which was
put mn a bag of rich cloth of gold ; and
finally, a bag of fine white linen, fealed up,
with the emperor’s leffer fignet, encircled
the whole.

When thefe embaffadors had their audi-
ence of the council of India, they were re-
ceived with extraordinary honour ; all the
members of the affembly ftanding up, both
when they came in, and when they went
out, though without uncovering their heads.
When the' embafladors left Batavia, they

were
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were each prefented with a gold chain, by
the council.

All goods, which are carried into, or out
of Batavia, are fubjeft to duties, which are
levied at the bar, at the entrance of the city.
Thefe, as well as the other taxes and im-
pofts, are annually farmed out, generally
to Chinefe. The whole of them amount
together, upon an average, to 32,000 rix-
dollars, or f76,800 per month, making
J~921,600 per annum *.

Of the feveral iflands which lie before
Batavia +, there are no more than four,
which are made any ufe of, by the Company,
and of thefe, that of Onruff is the principal.
This ifland lies about three leagues N.w.
from Batavia; it is nearly round; it rifes
fix or eight feet above the furface of the
water, and is of fmall extent, being about

* About 83,800l flerling. T.

4 They are, in all, fifteen in number, and have the follow-
ing names given to them: Cwruf. de Kiiper, Purmerend,
Engels Onruff, Rotterdam, Schied m, M ddlebuwrgh, Amflerdam,
Horn, Harlem, Edam, En buizes, Alémaar, Leyden, and Fader
Smit. The two firlt are toe innermoft, and are fronting,
and within fight of the city. 7.

four
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four thoufand eight hundred feet in circum-
ference. In the center of the ifland, and
within a fort, confifting of four baftions, and
three curtains, ftand the warchoufes and
other buildings. On thefe fortifications, and
on three fmall outworks, which are con-
frruéted at the water’s edge, the walls of all
which'are whitened with lime, are mounted
fixteen pieces of cannon, of various fizes *.
In the year 1730, under the government
of the governor general Durven, a fmall
church, with a fteeple, was ereéted here;
where fervice is performed on Sundays by a

* & The fortified ifland of Owwf,” fays Captain Parisy,
¥ is well fituated to command the channel that affords the
& principal paflage into theroad. The work upon that ifland
# was of a pentagonal form; its baftians were fmall and low,
 not more than twelve fect the higheft; and not always
“ connefted by curtains. A few batteries were lately con-
# ftrufted on the outfide of this work, that bore towards the
% fea. On thefe, and on the baftions, about forty guns
% were mounted, in different dire&tions. South of this, was
¢ apother ifland” (this moft be that called & Kudper ), * at
¢ the diftance of a few hundred vards, on which two bat-
¢ teries, mounting together twelve guns, had been lately
¢ erefted.” This account dates in 1793, and proves that I:he
Dutch have become fenfible of what is alleged in this work,
PAage 2 55, that the foitificalions at the mouth of the river, are
infufficient to proteét the road. 7.

clergyman,
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clergyman, who comes hither from Bazavia,
for that purpofe, every week.

The Company have here ten or twelve
large warchoufes, which are almoft always
quite full of goods ; pepper, japan copper,
faltpetre, tin, caliatour-wood, fapan-wood,
&c. They are under the dire&ion of two
adminiftrators, who, as we have before men-
tioned, have very lucrative places.

On the north fide of the ifland, ftand two
fawmills ; and on the fouth fide, there 1sa
long pier-head, on which are three large
wooden cranes, erefted for the purpofe
of fixing mafts in fhips, or unftepping
them. Three thips can lie here, behind
each other, alongfide of the pier, in deep
water, to be repaired, or to receive or dif-
charge their cargoes. There is another pier,
a little more to the weftward, called the ¥a-
pan pier, where one more fhip can lie, to
load or unload.

There is twenty, and more, feet water
againft the piers, and it rifes and falls, about
five feet, once in four-and-twenty hours.
All the Company’s fhips that require it, are
hove down at the wharfs along the piers, and

receive
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receive every neceflary reparation with eafe
and difpatch *.

The government of the ifland, and the
direction over the repairs of fhips which
take place here, is intrufted to a mafter-car-
penter, who has the management of every
thing, except what relatesto the departments
of the adminiftrators of the warehoufes. His
office is efteemed a very profitable one, and
he has the rank of fenior merchant. Though
the ifland is but fmall, the number of people
dwelling upon it, is fuppofed to be near three
thoufand, among whom there are three hun-
dred European workmen.

About fixteen hundred feet from Onrufl,
is the ifland de Kuiper, or Cooper’s Ile, which
is ene-third lefs in fize than the former.
The Company have feveral warehoufes up-
on it, in which coffee is chiefly laid up.
There are two pier-heads, where veflels may
load and difcharge, at its fouth fide. There

* “ It would be injuftice,” fays Captain Coox, “ to the

* officers and workmen of this yard, not to declare, that,

* in my opinion, there is not a marineyard in the waorld,

 where a fhip can be laid down, with more convenience,

* fafety, and difpatch, nor repaired with more diligence and
" il T

are
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are feveral large tamarind-trees interfperfed
over the ifland, which afford an agreeable
thade. The workmen who are employed
here in the daytime, are fetched away at
night to Onruff, and only two men remain
behind, as a watch, together with a number
of dogs, who are remarkably fierce, fo that
no one dares to fet his foot on the ifland at
night.

To the eaftward of Onruff, and at twice
the diftance of Cooper’s Ifle, is the ifland
Purmerend, which is half as large again as
Onruff, Itis planted with fhady trees; and
in the center is a building, which ferves for a
hofpital,orlazaretto, for perfons afflicted with
the leprofy, or other incurable difeafes, who
are fent thither from Batavia. It is fupported
by the alms of both Europeans and Javanefe,
but the latter contribute the largeft thare.

The ifland of Edamlies about three leagues
N.N.E. from Batavia. It is about half an
hour’s walk in circumference. It is very
woody, and has abundance of large and an-
cient trees. Among them is one, the trunk of
which is fo large, that twenty men, with
their arms extended, are not enough to en-
compafs it; its outward branches fhoot

down-
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downwards, and taking root, as foon as they
reach the earth, grow up again into trees ;
1 faw {ome of them that were already two
feet thick ; it is efteemed holy by the Ja-
vanefe, and is much venerated by them *.
“The Company have fome warehoufes on this
ifland, for falt ; but the chief ufe they make
of it, isas a place of exile for criminals, who
are employed in making of mrdagl:; and
over whom a fhip’s captain is placed as
commandant.

# This is the banian-tree, ficas indica, or Indian fig-tree. 7.

CHAP-
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]
BOOK IIL

el e o T en

OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING BENGAL.

CHAPTER L

Situation and Extent of BENGAL.—Seafms.—Hea-
ther.— Obfervations refpefling tbe Degrees of
Heat,— Monfeons. — Nature of the Country.—
Produstions.—Soil.—Trees.—Ules of the Cocoanut-
tree.— Fruit-trees.— Vegetables.— Tanks.—The
River GANcEs.—Cbannels communicating with
it.— Sandbanks at the Entrance of Hovery
River.—Currents.—Rife and Fall of the River.—
The Water of it muddy.—How clariffe- for drink-
ing. — Reputed Santity of the Gances. — Pil-
grimages to it from all Parts of India,

THE kingdom of Bengal, which is the
moft eaftern province of the empire of In-
doftan, is bounded, on the fouthweft, by the
kingdom of Orixa, on the weft, by the pro-
vince of Malva, on the north, by Mengberr,
and Babar, on the eaft and foutheaft, by the
kingdom of Aracan, and on the fouth, by

the
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the deep gulph, which is called the Bay of
Bengal. It is computed to be full ninety
leagues in length, from the fea, to Rajamabel,
and nearly as much in breadth.,

It lies between the twenty-firft and twen-
ty-feventh degrees of north latitude, and
thus between the fame parallels as the Canary
iflands. Its medium longitude is 105° eaft
from Teneriffe, the fun being on the meri-
dian almoft five hours and a half fooner
than at Amferdam.

The year is divided into two feafons,
which are called the warm and the cold
feafons.

The cold feafon commences in the month
of November, and lafts till the beginning
of February. Raw northerly winds are
then very prevalent, which bring with
them a degree of cold, fo that {fometimes, in
the morning, before funrife, thick clothes
are very comfortable. It is then likewife fre-
quently very foggy, but the mift js diffipated
about eight or nine o'clock, when the fun
begins to be powerful. For the remainder

of the day, the tky is perfeét] y fine and clear,
fo that no clouds whatever appear

in the air,
for many days together.

The
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The beginning of this feafon, is the time
for colleting the beft fruits of the field, and
the land appears reanimated, in proportion
as the burning heat diminifhes,

In the beginning or middle of February,
when the fun begins to approdch the line,
the heat likewife augments from day to day.
The winds, which, for feveral preceding
months, had blown from the north, begin to
thift, become variable, and run round to the
fouth and fouthweft, whence they continue
to blow till September or O&ober. The
fky begins to become cloudy, and the wea-
ther 1s, at funfet, thowery and ftormy, fre-
quently burfling out in violent fqualls, ac-
companied by heavy fthowers of rain, thun-
der, and lightning.

I have feen hailftones, and pieces of fleet,
which fell in Bengal, in the month of
February, and were as large as a pigeon’s
egg.

The rainy feafon commences in May,
and continues to the latter end of Auguft,
The heat is, at that time, infupportable.

As foon as the fun has again paffed the
line, the heat begins to decreafe, till, in the
month of Oéteber, it is tolerably moderate.

T ob-
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I obferved the degrees of heat, nearly
every day, by a thermometer of Fahrenheit,
from the beginning of O&ober, till the begin-
ning of April. The thermometer was hung
n the open air, againft a wall, facing the
north, and there were no buildings oppofite,
by which the rays of the fun could be re-
fleCted. The greateft degree of heat, was
generally about two o’clock, or half paft, in
the afternoon, and the leaft, about an hour
before funrife, in the morning.

In Ottober, the greateft heat, in the af-
ternoon, was 94°, with a northerly wind, and
clear fky ; the leaft heat, in the fame month,
in the afternoon, was 8 5° wind and wea-
ther as before; the loweft degree, before
funrife, with a northerly wind, was 70°,

In November, the higheft, in the after-
noon, 89°%, wind northeaft, a clear fky ; the
loweft, in the afternoon, 81°, wind north,
clear weather ; and the loweft, before fun-
rife, 60°, wind north, foggy weather.

In December, the higheft, in the after-
noon, 883°, wind eaft, a clear fky; the
loweft, in the afternoon, 76°, wind north,
clear fky ; and the loweft, before funrife,
52°, wind north, clear weather,

In



[ 38 ]

In January, the higheft, in the afternoon,
85°, wind fouthweft, clear fky ; the loweft,
in the afternoon, 74°, wind north, clear
fky; and the loweft, before funrife, 63°,
wind northeaft, clear weather.

In February, the higheft in the after-
noen, 92°, wind fouth, clear fky; the
loweft, in the afternoon, 76°, wind weft,
cloudy ; and the loweft, before funrife, 68°,
wind {outh, clear weather.

In March, the higheft, in the afternoon,
104°, wind fouth, clear {ky; the loweft, in
the afternoon, ¢3°, calm, and cloudy ; and
the loweft, before funrife, 72°, wind fouth,
clear weather.

On the 3d of April, when we failed down
the Ganges, the thermometer ftood, at three
o'clock in the afternoon, at 101° I then
caufed it to be let down into the river, five
or fix feet under the furface of the water,
and drawing it {uddenly up again, 1 found
that the mercury had fallen to 86°. Upon
hanging it up in its place, it fell, two
minutes afterwards, to §3°, but it rofe again,
by degrees, in the {pace of feven minutes, to
98°. Some obfervations were commu-
nicated to me, which were made in the

month
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month of May, 1769, by whith it appears,
that the mercury then rofe as high as 110°;
and a gentleman of my acquaintance, who
was at Patna, in that month, informed me,
that there it had even rifen to the top of the
tube.
The winds generally blow here, through-
out the year, either direft north, or direét
fouth ; part of the yearfrom the one point,
and the remaining part from the oppofite
point. The fame wind which prevails at
land, blows likewife at fea, along the coaft
of Coromandel, and the Bay of Bengal.

When the monfoons break up, that is,
when the wind varies from the north to the
fouth, or from the fouth to the north, the
changeis oftenaccompanied by violent fqualls,
and whirlwinds. When one of thefe rages
remarkably fierce, it receives the denomina-
tion of the elpbant; and it is fcarcely poffi-
ble for a thip, when overtaken by one of
thefe tornadoes, to brave its fury.

In the year 1754, in the month of O&o-
ber, five of our Company’s fhips, which
were atanchor in Fultab roads, were forced
on thore, and bulged, by this dreadful hur-
ricane; a fixth, which was equally driven

on
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on thore, was got off again with difficulty.
The change of the monfoons, however,
fometimes takes place, without any of thefe
ftorms arifing from it,

Bengal is a low and flat country, and very
fertile, in which it excels every other coun-
try of Afia, It provides many of them with
rice, and other provifions #; and furnifhes
various important articles of commerce, cot-
tons, filk, faltpetre, opium, &c. which are
exported both to other parts of the eaft,
and to Europe.

Befides rice, which is the bread of the
natives, both here, and throughout the reft
of India, Benga/ produces alfo very good
wheat, which ufed formerly even to be fent
to Batavia ; but this is now prohibited, in
order to favour, as much as poffible, the
corn-trade of the Cape of Good Hope.

The foil is rich and loamy, and is eafily
cultivated. No manure is ever ufed, al-
though the ground be fown every year; for

% Bengal furnifhes provifions for moft of the neighbouring
countries; it provides the inhabitants of the mountains of
Caftmere, and of the elevated plains of Thibet, with both rice
and wheat, in return for their fhawls, gold, and mufk. The
emperor AureNGzEsE emphatically fiyled it, the Paradi of
Natioes, T

the
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the heavy rains and inundations fatten the
land, Bad harvefts occur very feldom.
Befides the extenfive forefts, and {maller
groves, which are met with at intervals, the
country abounds in fingle trees, fcatrered
over the face of it. None of the forts which
flourith in Holland, are feen here.

There is one kind, which deferves par-
ticular notice. It is the fame, which I have
already mentioned, as growing on the ifland
Edam, before Batavia (the banian, or Indian
fig-tree), the branches of which tend-down-
wards, and taking root, fhoot up again into
trees. The Bengalefe are, equally with
the Javanefe, imprefled with the idea of the
fanéity of thefe trees.

Various kinds of fruit-trees flourifh here,
among which the cocoanut-palm deferves
the firft place; not fo much, becaufe it is
produced in great abundance, as on account
of its univerfal utility ; for there is no tree
in India, and probably none in the world,
that contributes fo much to fupply the wants
of man, as the cocoanut-tree.

It is propagated from a ripe nut, and in a
few years, erefls its ftraight and lofty ftem,
above the other trees of the grove. When

full
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full grown, it is generally fourteen or fifteen
inches thick, all the way up. It grows to
the height of fifty feet, and higher, without
fending forth any branches, than at the top,
where it expands into a leafy crown, con-
fifting of tender branches, or fhoots, which
have nothing ligneous in them, and to which
the thick leaves are attached, in pairs; thefe
are about two feet long, and three inches
broad, they gradually grow fmaller towards
the extremities of the branches, which end
in a pointed leaf.

The nuts are produced upon the tender
branches, clofe to the ftem, and grow in
bunches of five or fix.

When the fruit is green, it is filled with
a pleafant, fweetith liquor, which is very
cool, and refrefhing, and is much drank in
the Indies, both by the natives, and by Eu-
ropeans. When it begins to be riper, the
juice thickens, and adheres to the fhell in a
kind of creamy pulp, which is very refrefh-
ing as well as nutritive, and is called liplap.
When the nut is quite ripe, the infide be-
comes a hard and white kernel, and, in this
ftate, it is often brought to Europe.

When this white kernel is boiled and

prefled,
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prefled, it affords an oil; which is uféd in-
ftead of butter by the Indians, wherever the
cocoanut is produced, throughout the eaft.
It has much refemblance to oil of almonds s
but when it has ftood for a few weeks, it
Iofes its pleafantnefs, and becomes rank ; it
then, however, ferves for greafe, or to
burn, or for other neceffary ufes.

The hard fhell is made into drinking-
veflels, and ufed for a variety of domeftic
purpofes.

The fibrous integument that furrounds
the fhell, is ufed, inftead of hemp, for the
manufacture of cordage, which is called
ooir, and is bi'ought, in confiderable quan-
tities, from Ceylon, and the coaft of Malabar,
to Batavia. Cables are even made of it, of
twenty, and more, inches thick, which are
found to be as good, and, in fome cafes,
better, than European ones of hemp. By
their lightnefs, they float upon the water,
and by their elafticity, they are capable of
great extenfion and contraétion *,

The

* Captain Tuao. Fornest gives his teltimony to the ex-
cellence of the coir for cables; « being elaftic, it gives fo
“ much play to a fhip that rides hard a anchor, that, with a

“ cable
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The leaves are ufed by the natives for
roofing their houfes, or huts, in the room ‘of
ftraw, or tiles. They are likewife ufed to
write, or rather to engrave, upon, with an
iron pin.

The wood of the ftem, is ufed for fire-
wood, and cannot be employed in any other
way, on account of its brittlenefs.

The other fruit-trees, are mangos, guavas,
mulberry-trees, lime-trees, and a few
orange-trees. The pifang, or banana, is
alfo produced here, but not in large quan-
tities, Likewife the /furi-tree, which af-
fords, by incifion in the ftem, a clear and
fweet juice, which is colle&ed in pots, and
forms an agreeable liquor, of an intoxicating
quality ; in a few days, however, it fpoils,
and turns four; it is then ufed as vinegar.

Many kinds of vegetables, which are na-
tives of other climates, are cultivated in
gardens here, peas, beans, falad, purflane,

% cable of one hundred and twenty fathoms, the fhips retire
* or give way, fometimes half their length, when oppofed roa
% heavy fea,and inftantly fhoot a head again ; the coir-cable,
¢ after being finedrawn, recovering its fize and {pring,
 Hempen cables are firong and fiubborn, and ihis ofien
¥ founder that ride by them, becaufe nothing firetches or
% gives way ; the coir yiclds and recovers.” T,

{pinage,
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fpinage, all forts of cabbages, radifhes, afpa-
ragus, and others; but they are only to be
had, during the colder feafon, and require
great attention and care in the rearing of
them ; they muft be watered twice a day,
or they, would dry up, and come to nothing.
In the warm feafon, nothing of the kind
1s feen, except fome fpinage and cucumbers.

Throughout the land, where it is inha-
bited, numerous refervoirs, of an oblong
fquare fhape, but of various fizes, are dug
in the earth; they are frequently more than
an acre in extent; they are called zanks.
They are filled with water in the rainy fea-
fon, and afford the inhabitants, during the
following dry months, a provifion of water,
of a better quality and appearance, than
that of the Ganges, which is always thick
and muddy.

There is a fort of fith, which is found in
thefe tanks, which, in tafte, has much
analogy with our carp.

The river Ganges runs through the mid-
dle of Bengal. It derives its fource, it is
faid, from the mountains of Thiber ; but a
French ecclefiaftic of Chandernagore, who
bad been a miffionary for feveral years in

Thibet,
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Thibet, aflured me, that the fources of the
Ganges, are not to be found in that country,
as he had taken the greateft pains to dif-
cover them ; the inhabitants too, informed
him, that they were fituated much farther
to the north®*. The river runs in a fouth-

eaflt

®* Amongft other etymologies, the name of the river
Ganges, has been derived from Gamg, which in Perfian, as
Wasia in the Hindoo dialedt, fignifies winding, arched, bent;
the remarkable finuofities of the river, give great probability
to this derivation. Refpecting the true fource of the Ganges,
much uncertainty’ fill prevails. In vain, one of the moft
powerful fovereigns of Jndoffan, the emperor Acsaw, at the
clofe of the fixteenth century, fent a number of men, an
army of difcoverers, provided with every neceffary, and the
moft potent recommendations, to explore the courle of the
mighty river, which adorned and fertilized the vait extent of
his dominions ; they were not able to penetrate beyond the
famous mouth of the cow; this is an immenfe aperture, ina
ridge of the mountains of Thiket, to which the natives of India
have given this appellation, from the fancied, or rezl, refem-
blance of the rocks, which form the ftupendous chafm, to the
mouth of an animal, efteemed facred, throughout Iedfaw,
from the remoteft antiquity : from this opening, the Ganges,
precipitating itfelf into a large and deep bafon, at the foot of
the mountains, forms a cataraft, which is called Gangetri ; the
impra&icability of fcaling thefe precipitous rocks, and advanc-
ing beyond this formidable pafs, has prevented the tracing
whence this rufhing mafs of water takes its primary rife;
euttaranam, is the Sanfcreet verb, re make a leap, Gangotri,
therefore, means the leap, or fall of the Ganges ; this cataradt
is
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eaft direction, through the empire of In-
doftan. . It feparates into two great branches,
a few leagues above Caffimbazar ; the eaft-
ern arm, is again divided into feveral
fmaller branches, the principal of which
runs paft the city of Dacca, and falls into
the fea, at Chittigong. The other, or weft-
ern arm, which is generally called the river
of Hougly, runs paft Bandel, Hougly, Chin-
Jurab, Chandernagore, Calcutta, &c. and
falls into the Bay of Bengal, at Ingellee.

i fitvated in 33° 5% north lat. and about 752 eaft long. from
Greewwich,  The Ganges has been fuppofed to extend much
farther north, beyond Gangatr; but here, all is uncertainty,
and darknels. In Major Renwer’s map, followed, for this
part of it, from one of Thibet, made by the Chinefe lamas, fent
by the emperor Caxcai, to difcaver the fource of the Ganges,
and correfted and publifhed by the celebrated DanviLrz, the
river is made to take its rife in the Cataiffan mountains, and
pafing through two lakes, to runin a wefterly direftion to-
wards Ganmgoiri; but M. Axquerin pu Pernon, in his
Recherches Hifforigues & Geograpbigues fur I Inde, undertakes to
prove, that the river, here taken to be the Ganges, from the
reports of the Chinefe lamas, is, in reality, the Gagra, or
Dewai, which falls into the Ganger, at Fatepcre 3 and that the
true fource of the Ganges, is fill wholly unknown to the Eu-
ropeans: indeed Major Rewner acknowledges, that he con-
fiders this part of the map of the Chinefe lamss, as extremely
vague, but that he was obliged to make ufe of it, for want of
better materials, and that a vaft field fiill remains for the per-
feftioning of Afiatic geography. T.

The
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The country is every where interfeted,
with large and broad channels, which all
run into the Ganges. All merchandize is
conveyed, by means of thefe paffages, with
great facility, from one place to the eother,
throughout the land, and the chief branches
of the river communicate hereby with each
other. It is entirely unknown, whether
thefe channels have been dug by the hands
of men, or made by the operations of nature.

They are agreeably bordered, on either
fide, with many towns_and villages, and
with pleafant fields, of arable and pafture-
land ; which renders the face of the coun-
try very beautiful.

Among thefe channels, there are fome,
which are wide and deep enough, to be navi-
gable for large thips. The Haze, or Hare
Channel, is one of the moft confiderable ; it
runs ftraight through the country, into the
arm of the river that runs by Dacca. It
was, as I have already related, examined by
the Dutch pilots, in the year 1768. They
found fufficient depth and room along its
whole extent, for large fhips, but for other
reafons, it was not judged advifable, that

thips
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fhips fhould be- carried out to fea throvgh
this paffage*.

There are large and dangerous banks,
which lie before the mouth of the river, of
which I have made mention, in the journal

of my voyage+. The river itfelf is, every
where

*® See pages 105 and 106, of this volume. 7.

t+ Thele fands are diftinguithed by the Englifh, by the ap-
pellation of the weftern and eaftern Braces, Barabulla-fand,
Long-fand, and Gafper-fand, or the eaftern fea-reef. The
braces are two hard flats, lying to the fouthward of the Beer-
cool fhore; they are detached from the land by a talerable
channel, of three fathoms water or more; and they feparate
Ba'afore road, from the entrance of Hougly river, The weft-
ern Brace is about five miles broad at the north end ; it lies
north by eaft, and fouth by weft, being feven leagues long ;
but from the middle to the fouth end, it is little more than
two miles broad ; the depth, at low water, upon-the Brace, is
at the north end, two fathoms ; at the croffing track, which is
2 fpace athwart the Braces, about two miles broad, in the
direction of eaft by north, three fathoms; znd thenee to the
fouthward it gradually increafes to eight fathoms; after which
there is no more hard ground. The eaftern Brace, is four
miles broad, from the north end down to the croffing track;
and thence to the fouth end, it tapers away to a point, and
bends round in a circle to the s.x. The whole length of the
Brace is twelve leagues, and the hard ground at its fouthern
extremity is called the weftern fea-reef; on the north end of
the Brace, there is fomething lefs than one fathom, at low
water; and the depth increafes gradually o the fouthward ;
thu:hcingtwnhmumsauth:mﬁn;uck,md&omtbuu.
i ]
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where, filled with fandbanks, as well in
the middle of the channel, as on the fides,

to three and a half, at its fouthern point: Barabulla is a fand,
which begins about three leagues fouth by weft from the
Pagoda of Imgellee, and extends s.s.w. about ten miles; the
north end is called the bead, and the fouth end the tail, of the
Barabulla; the firlt is very fhoal, having only half a fathom,
or fo, at low water; it is very dangerous, there being five
fathoms in the channel clofe by it; the tail of this fand has
not much lefs water upon it than there is in the channel, only
it is broken ground, and overfalls of about half a fathom,
every caft of the lead. Long-fand begins at Cajorer point,
and extends to the fouthward, to latitude 21° 18 north; it is,
in all, thirty-five miles long ; its width is various, but gene-
rally it is narrow, having many patches, which are dry at low
water ; the directions in which it lies, are fouth by weft, and
north by eaft; the paflages called Cockerlees, are fwatches
through the Long-fand; of thefe there are three, one juft by
Cajorec point, another between four and five miles more
foutherly, and the third is.dire&ly eaft from the buoy of
Ingellee. Gafper-fand is the greateft of all thefe in the Heugly
entrance ; it begins a little to the fouthweftward of Mud-point,
in latitude 21® g% north, and goes, fouth by weil, twenty
miles, where it bends round near Sagor ifland, foutheaftward,
and extends as far as latitude 21%; the north end of this fand
is called the Mizen; it is very broad, and fills up the whole
entrante, leaving only a channel on each fide, of which, one
is the road of Cajeree ; the middle partis called Gafper, which,
to the northward of Sager, is narrow, and to the fouthward
broad ; the fouth end is called the eaftern fea-reef; but the
whole is one continued fand, with various depths of water
upon it ; and many patches, which are dry at low water; it
is detached from the eaftern fhore and Sogor ifland, by a very
good channel. T.

which
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which renders the navigation very dan-
gerous.

It is at its greateft elevation, and its
ftronget afflux, in the months of July,
Auguft, and September. It then overflows
its banks, and inundates the adjacent coun-
try. Both flood and ebb, are then fo violent,
that they threaten to carry every thing be-
fore them.

The flood begins, even before the ebb has
fubfided, and this does not take place flowly
and gradually, but with a great force and
noife, fo that its approach may be heard at
the diftance of a league.

The water rifes fometimes, at once, to
the elevation of fix or eight feet, or higher.
Nothing can refift its fury. Ships are torn
from their anchors, and carried with im-
petuofity along with the current, unlefs they
take care to change their pofition betimes,
io as tobe theltered from the effes of the
baan (as it is here called), into places where
it does not reach, or where its force is
broken. It runs up by Fultah, but along
the oppofite, thore, and not on that fide
where the thips, in general, are moored.

Its
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Its greateft ftrength is between Serampore
and Hougly.

The bed of the river is a foft mud ; but
the fhoals in it are a hard quickfand.

The river is at the loweft, in the months
of March and April. At Chinfurab, where
our Company have their faétory, there is
but a narrow creek left, at that time, at low
water, running along the oppofite fhore.

The breadth of the river, at the mouth,
by Ingellee, is about four German leagues.
It narrows by degrees, fo that at and above
Chinfurak it is not much more than half a
league over.

By the violent afflux, the water is always
thick and muddy, and is not very fit for
drinking until it has ftood ftill for fome
time, to fettle. In order to clarify it with
expedition, a fort of fmall beans, which
grow here, are made ufe of. One of thefe
beans, is rubbed to pieces upon a ftone, with
a little water ; it is then put into a cafk of
the river-water, and, in the {pace offix hours,
it makes it perfeétly clear, and fit for keep-
ing a long time at fea.

From [Ingellee to Chinfurab, where the
river is navigable for large fhips, the depth

of
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of water is from three and a half to eleven
and twelve fathoms.

The waters of the Ganges are efteemed
holy, and the river facred, by all the In-
dians, who inhabit Bengal, Orixa, Golconda,
Coromandel, and the neighbouring countries.
The Gentoos worthip the Ganges as a divi-
nity, and an annual feftival is held in its
honour. They conceive that by wathing in
its holy waters, they are purified from all
their fins ; and thofe who live near the river,
perform an ablution in it, at leaft, once
every day. Thofe who have no opportuni-
ty of doing this, and who live too far inland,
come, once a year, from all parts of the
country, as far as thirty days’ journey, and
farther, to cleanfe both their bodiesand their
fouls in the facred wave.

The number of people, whom I faw ar-
rive in the latter end of March, at Hougly
and Terbonee, for the above purpofe, was in-
credible. The concourfe continued for three
days together. All of them, whether men,
women, or children, when they had wathed
themfelves, and fet off on their return home,
carried with them fome of the river-water,
in veflels, which they had brought for that

purpofe,
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purpofe, for the ufe of fuch of their relatives
and friends, as had been left behind, and
who, by age or infirmity, were incapacitated
for performing the journey *.

% A confiderable trade is carried on by the pilgrims who re-
turn from the Ganges, and the price of the holy water bears a
proportion to the diffance from the river of the place where it
is fold. It is chiefly carried in large flatks or bottles, holding
nearly five quarts each, fufpended at either end of a bamboo,
which refts upon the fhoulders. I

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1L

Inbabitants of BEnG AL.—Their Appearance—Tem-
per and Charafler. — Women. — Profitution.—
Caftes.— Artifans—Drefs of the Men—0f the
Wemen.— Food —Religion.—Feflivals, — Feftival
of the GANGEs.—Ceremonies obferved at it.—
dts Purport.—Feftival of Hooks, fo called by En-
ropeans. — Singular Torments they wundergo. —
Their Superfiition.— Pagodas.— Idols.—Offerings.
Brabmins.—Faquirs—Strange Penances. — Con-
Jjurers and Serpent-Charmers.—Curious Feats per-
Sermed by the latter.— Dancing Girls.—Their
Drefs.—Dances.— Licentioufnes. '

BENGA4L is peopled by various nations ;
but the principal are the Moguls, or Moors,
as they are improperly called, defcendants
of the Zagathais, who, a little more than
two centuries ago, brought this kingdom,
together with the whole of the empire of
Indoftan, under their fubjeétion *,

® It was in the year 1525, that Baser, one of the defcend-
ants of the renowned Timuzses, or Tamerran E;, got pol-
feffion of Debly, feated himfelf on the throne of Indoftan, and
properly eftablifhed the Mogul empire in India, 7

Next
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Next follow the Gentoos #, or Bengalefe;
the firft appellation they have in common
with the inhabitants of Coremandel, Goleonda,
and the greateft part of Indoflan ; they are a
hundred times more numerous than the
Moors.

The Bengalefe do not differ much from
the Europeans in flature ; they are more ip-
clined to fparenefs than to corpulency ; their
colour is dark-brown ; their hair is black,
and uncurled ; they are well made, and I
faw none that were misthapen, or lame, ex-
cept fome jfaguirs, who had fuffered their
bodies to grow crooked, from religious mo-
tives. Individuals are met with, who are
of a lighter brown caft, and whofe com-
plexion approaches to yellow ; but thefe in-
ftances are not frequent.

They are, in general, lazy, luftful, and
pufillanimous. Their higheft felicity feems
to be placed in idlenefs and fleep ; and were
they not forced, by the wants of their na-

% Gentie is a Portuguefe word, meaning Geariles, in the ferip-
tural phrafe; by which general appellation they at firft called
all the natives of India, whether Mahomedans. or Hindoos.
From them theterm Genreo has beenadopted, by which, accord-

ing to the prefent ufage, the Hindous, or followers of Brabma,
are diftinguifhed from the Mahomedans, or Muffulmen. T,

ture,
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ture, to apply themfelves to fome occupation,
they would never work ; for nothing lefs
than hunger or thirft fuffices to roufe them
from their beloved ftate of indolence. They
are, neverthelefs, very intelligent, and are
not deficient in underftanding, efpecially
not in imitative genius. Another trait of
their charaéter, is their addi&ion to ftealing.

I have been told, that their morals were
much better, and their behaviour more
manly, before the Moguls overran their
country, and introduced the Mahomedan
religion, and, together with it, innumerable
vices, which were before both unpractifed
and unknown.

Although moft of them are very poor, yet
there are fome of the banyans, or merchants,
who are extremely wealthy, and who yet
fpare no pains whenever they can earn even
half a rupee. Thefe men are very fhrewd
in matters of trade, and are able to make
very large and intricate calculations, which
would take us up much time, in a moment,
from their heads. They write from left to
right, with a fplit reed, and havea feparate
alphabet, compofed of chara@ers which are

diftinét
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diftin€t from thofe of the Moors and Per-
fians.

All of them, carry their pufillanimity to a
very great excefs ; one European is enough
to put fifty of them to flight; the leaft
menace awakens the fearfulnefs of their dif~
pofition, and is fufficient to make them fly
with fpeed from the threatener. This bent,
however, muft be chiefly afcribed to the in-
fluence of their religion, which inftils into
them the greateft abhorrence of bloodfhed,
from their childhood.

The women, although of a brown com-
plexion, have engaging countenances, and
are well proportioned. They intrigue with
fpirit, and are uncommonly wanton. They
ufe every artifice to entrap the hearts of
their male acquaintance, and efpecially
ftrangers. Proftitution is not thought a dif=
grace: there are every where licenfed
places, where a gream number of loofe
women are kept; it is a livelihood that is
allowed by law, upon payment to the fau/~
dar, or fheriff, of the place, of a certain duty
impofed upon the perfons of the females

who adopt this mode of life; they are
generally
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generally affeffled at half a rupee, or fifteen
ftivers, per month.

The Gentoos are divided into various
clafles, called caftes, of which, as 1 have
been informed, there are more than feventy.
Of thefe, the cafte of the Brabmins is the
firft and nobleft, and that of the Pareas,
who are employed in the removal of ordure
and carrion, is the loweft and moft defpifed,

In order that thefe caftes, may each re-
main pure, and unmingled with the others,
it is enacted, that no Bengalefe, fhall marry
a woman, who is of a lower cafte than his
own, or if he do fo, he fhall then defcend
into the cafte of his wife. The fame regu-
lation likewife takes place, if any one, have
eaten a meal with anotherof an inferior cafte,
in which cafe, he is immediately degraded
to the rank. of the perfon with whom he has
been thus familiar. It is not only in thefe
calcs, butin many others, that a man lofes the
privileges of his cafte; for which reafon, they
are very careful not to do any thing that may
give occafion hereto, and people of the
higher orders, will rather fuffer every kind of
want, than fubmit to any thing derogatory
to their dignity.

Every
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Every cafte has its peculiar means of live-
lihood, or manual trade, by which they are
maintained, and which is inherited from
father to fon. They have accordingly op-
portunities of making great progrefs in their
refpettive arts, although they can never ex-
pect to rife above the ftation, in which they
are born. The fon of a Brabmin, becomes
a prieft, or a man of letters, juft as his father.
A Cooley, or labourer, cultivates the foil, as
his anceftors did before him. The fop of a
Berra, or palenkeen-bearer, continues to
carry palankeens, all the days of his life.
Artificers confine themfelves to one fort.of
work, fo that a goldfmith will not work in
filver, nor a filverfmith in gold. In the
aurungs, or looms, a weaver will only weave
one fingle fort of ftuff during his whole life,
unlefshe be compelledto takeanother in hand.
The artificers are very ingenious, and 1
have fecen feveral examples, efpecially of
gold and filverfmiths, which are fcarcely
credible, of the dexterity with which they
make every thing that can be formed of
thofe metals; if they have but a proper
model, they will imitate it with the great-
eft exaétnefs and ingenuity, They perform
their
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their work with fo much expedition and
neatnefs, and with {o little apparatus, and
fo few implements, than an European ar-
tit would be aftonifhed at’ their fuccefs.
They are withal very poor. The workmen
in gold or filver, are frequently only little
boys, who fit every day on the dazar, or
market, waiting till they are called to exer-
cife their trade ; when one of them is called,
he comes to the houfe, where he is wanted,
with his implements, which he carries in a
little batket, and which only confift of a very
fmall anvil, a hammer, a pair of pincers, a
few files, and a pair of bellows. A chaffing-
dith, or pan of embers, is then given to him,
with a model of what is to be made ; and
the gold or filver is weighed off to him by
rupees; and an agreement is made how
many anras, or fixteenth parts of a rupee, ac-
cording to the work that is to be done, and
the trouble required to finifh it, agreeable
to the pattern, fhall be paid to him ; or
fometimes an agreement is made how much
he thall earn per day, which feldom exceeds
fix or feven ftivers (pence). He then fets
about his work in the open air, and per-
forms it with difpatch and ingenuity. He

employs
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employs both hands and feet, and is able to
hold, and turn things about, between his toes
and the fole of his foot, as falt as we can
with our hands and fingers. When his
work is done, and he is rewarded for it, he
takes his little bafket up again, and feats
himfelf anew on the market, waiting pa-

tiently for another opportunity of exercifing
his profeffion.

It is the fame cafe with other tradefmen,
who are equally fent for home, when any
thing is to be done. If fhoes are wanted, a
thoe-maker 1s called from the fazar, who,
with the leather, and other requifites, makes
four pair of fhoes in a day, for the value of
half a crown.

A taylor here, makes as good and hand-
fome clothes, in the European fafhion, both
for men and women, as any where in Eu-
rope. When a piece of the fineft muflin is
torn, they can mend it again fo artificially,
that no eye can difcover where the defeét
was. Muflins are fometimes wove fo fine,
that a piece of twenty yards in length, and
longer, can be inclofed in a common pocket

tobacco-
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tobacco-box *. The whole is done with a
very trifling apparatus, and Europeans are
often furprifed to behold the perfe@ion of
manufaéture, which is exemplified here in
almoft every handicraft, effe@ted with {o few,
and {uch imperfe& tools,

The common people go almoft naked.
They wear nothing but a piece of linen,
wrapped round the waift, and paffed be-
tween the legs. Some of them wear a piece
of linen, wound about the head ; but others
go bareheaded. Thofe of a higher rank,
have a drefs of white cotton, which doubles
over before, as high as the fhoulders, and
is faftened with ftrings round the middle ;
thefe may not be tied on the right fide, to
diftinguifh them from the Moguls, or Ma-

* A common fized Dutch tobacco-box, fuch as they wear
in the pocket, is about eight inches long, half as broad, and
about an inch deep. Itis incredible to what adegree of fine-
nefs, cotton is fometimes fpun by the Indians. % I had an
' opportunity,” fays Dr. Taunsere, “ of feeing cotton-
“ ftuffs fo exceedingly fine, that half 2 dozen fhirts could be
* fqueezed together in one hand. Thefe are, however, not
* readily made ufe of, but are kept, as rarities, by people of
“ diftinftion, to fhew to what a degree of perfetion, the art
** of fpinning can be brought” ¢

homedans ;
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homedans ; this drefs hangs down to their
feet ; they wear no ftockings, but have a
kind of fhoes, which are put on flipthod, and
are turned up before, juft like the Turkith
babooches

Moft of them fhave their heads, and era-
dicate the hair from all other parts of the
body. Rich people wear turbands, but made
in a different manner from thofe of the
Moors. A great many of them wear fmall
earrings.

The drefs of the women confifts in a piece
of cotton-cloth, which is thrown over the
thoulders, and under which they wear a
kind of coat and drawers. They fupport
their breafts, and prefs them upwards by a
piece of linen, which palles under the arms,
and 1s made faft on the back. Thofe that
can afford it, adorn their hair with gold
bodkins, and their arms, legs, and toes, with
gold or filver rings and bands, as likewife
their ears, and the cartilage of the nofe.

The women of the lower claffes, wear
fimilar ornaments, which are made of a fort
of cowries, brought from the Maldive iflands,
and called chanclos, which the Bengalefe
have the art of fawing through, fo that every

cutting
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cutting makes a ring. They go bareheaded,
and their hair is turned up, and faftened at
the back of the head.

Rice is the chief article of food of the
Hindoos, and ferves them inftead of bread.
Vegetables and milk conftitute the remain-
der of their feanty bill of fare, They eat
no fith, fleth of animals, or any thing that
has received life. They frequently let milk
ftand till it is thick and four, before they ufe
it ; it is,then called tayer. Their beverage
is generally pure water ; they are enemies
of every kind of inebriating liquor, and
never indulge in the beaftly pleafures of
intoxication, as too many other nations do,
except {fome of the very loweft caftes, who
fometimes exceed the bounds of temperance,
in drinking a kind of fpirits, which they diftil
from fpoiled rice.

With regard to their religion, I could not
obtain much particular knowledge, farther
than what relates to outward ceremonies
and rites. Several other writers have, how-
ever, enlarged on it. I have often con-
verfed on the fubjeét, with their brabmins, by
means of an interpreter, but always found
them either very ignorant of, or very ob-

ftinate
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flinate in not revealing the principles and
tenets of their belief. Whatever they faid
was fo wildly abfurd, and what they alleged
at one time, was fo inconfiftent with what
they faid at another, that I thought very
little of it worthy of prefervation. I could
colle&, that they believed in a Supreme Be-
ing, to whom feveral other deities were fub-
ordinate, of which the Ganges was one of the
principal. ‘This fupreme God was the au-
thor of all good ; but there was another fpi-
rit who violently oppofed the firft, and oc-
cafioned all the evils and diftreffes which fall
upon mankind. They vent the moft horrid
execrations againft this evil fpirit, efpecially
when it thunders or lightens, which they be-
lieve proceeds from him. They pourtray
him in the form of a dragon, or ferpent,
with four claws, trampled under foot by the
beneficent deity, who is painted in a variety
of thapes.

They believe in a future ftate, in which
every one fhall be rewarded, according to
his good or evil deeds in this world ; but
this is fo blended and confounded with their
belief in the tranfmigration of fouls, that I

have
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have not been able to form a clear idea of
their tenets in this refpe. They fay that
the world will have an end, and that the
good Being, after having deftroyed every
thing but the Ganges, will remain, fitting
upon a pifang-leaf, with two betel-plants
by him, floating upon the river, and wrapped
up in meditation and enjoyment, for ever-
lafting,

Befides others, they have three grand fefti-
vals ; namely, the feftival in honour of the
Ganges; the feftival of Aooks, as it is called by
the Europeans ; and that of the wafhings, ot
purifications.

The feftival of the Ganges was held, in the
month of O¢tober, while T was at Chinfurab.
The chief purport of it, feemed to be the
cafting of a certain image into the Ganges,
with much ceremony.

Wealthy banyans, who can afford the ex-
pence of fuch a feftival, will certainly not
negle® giving one, at lealt once in their
lives, although it may coft them ten thou.
fand rupees, or more. Of feveral of the
feftivals of this kind, which were given at
Chinfurab, there was one, which furpaffed all

the
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the others, and which coft the banyan who
gave it, full eight thoufand rupees, or twelve
thoufandgilders. Itlafted three fucceffivedays.

I went to the houfe of the banyan, where
the feftival was held, that I might have a
perfect opportunity of obferving the detail of
it.

At the upper end of a large room, there
was a kind of ftage erected, about four feet
from the ground. Above it, was a fuperb
canopy, fupported, on each fide, by two pil-
lars. The whole was covered with red cot-
ton cloth, which was fpangled with flowers,
made of thin plates of filver ; and which, by
the numerous lamps, with which the cham-
ber was illuminated, had a very brilliant ef-
fect.

Upon the ftage, was a fquare platform,
upon which a femicircular niche was placed,
containing {everal mifshapen images of clay,
all richly gilt and painted.

The uppermoft and largeft reprefentation,
was that of a woman, called Doulga, with
two larger, and two {maller, arms ; in one
hand fhe held the head of a man; in an-
other, a goblet ; in the third, an oblong
picce of wood 5 and in the fourth, fome-

thing
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thing that refembled a book. On each fide
of her, were two fmaller images, which the
brahmins told me were the reprefentations of
her children. Lower down, was the image
of a monfter, having the body of a horfe,
and the head of a dragon ; and near it was
a hideous human figure, which it threatened
to devour.

The member which diftinguifhed the
images of males, was naked ; and in fuch a
pofture, and of fuch a fize, as to be ex-
tremely offenfive to every one, but to thefe
blind heathens.

The outer border of the niche, was divid-
ed into fmall fquare copartments. Different
achievements of their gods were delineated
in each ; but all were painted in 2 deformed
ftyle. The whale of the niche, and every
thing near it, was adorned with gold and
filver, and its appearance was, in faét, fplen-
- did and dazzling.

Here and there, were reprefentations of a
divinity, to whom they Pay adoration, under
the appellation of /ingam *. This is the

* The lingam is the image of the male organ of generation,
and, in the mythology of the Hindoos, is the univerfal fymbol
of renovative nature, T,

moft
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moft {candalous worfhip of all the numerous
abominations, which the fuperftition of man
has multiplied upon the face of the earth.
They proftrated themfelves, from time to
time, before this idol, and made offerings to
it of flowers, perfume, picces of gold and fil-
ver, and even gold and filver coin, which was
diligently colleéted, at the termination of the
feftival, by the brahmins, who had the care
of this deity.

The roof of the apartment, was hung full
of cocoanuts, arecanuts, and other fruits,
ftrung in rows. The concourfe of people
was very great, and every part was crowded,
except in the middle of the room, where a
fpace was left for the dancing girls, who
danced for three nights, from the evening
until daybreak, before Doulga. While
dancing they threw themfelves into the moft
indecent attitudes, and with geftures_the
moft libidinous, they kept their eyes con-
ftantly fixed on the niche. They danced to
the found of cymbals, triangles, fomfoms, or
little drums, and other mufical inftruments ;
and amidft the chanting of hymns, in honour

of the gods, whofe feftival they celebrated.
The
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The whole gave a confufed noife, but by no
means difagreeable.

In the laft night, a folemn facrifice was
made of a young buffalo, in the following
manner :

A large oblong pit was dug, in the mid-
dle of the hall, oppofite to the ftage; at the
upper-ead, two low ftakes were driven into
the ground, not far from each other. The
buffalo, which was plentifully adorned with
flowers, was then put into the pit, and his
neck laid between the two ftakes, his head
being {o placed, that his eyes were turned
towards the niche. If he continue to look
fteadfaftly at the niche, without turning his
head or eyes away from it, it is confidered
as a peculiarly favourable omen, and a fign
that the facrifice is agreeable to the goddefs ;
but if the contrary take place, and he turn
his head, to either one fide or the other, it
is conftrued into an evil prefage. A crofs
piece of wood is made faft, over the neck, to
the flakes, fo that the animal cannot lift up
its head. Upon this, they pull the buffalo
by the tail, as hard as they can, in order
to ftretch the neck, which is cut through,

at
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at one ftroke, by a brahmin. The head is
laid before the goddefs, and the people mani-
feft great joy ; but if the brahmin be forced
to make more {trokes than une, it is looked
upon as a fatal omen, and occafions much
forrow and confternation.

During the whole of the three nights, the
apartment was filled with people ; it was
open to every one; and the guefts were
plentifully fprinkled with rofewater, from
time to time ; thofe of moft confideration
were anointed, upon their head and hands,
with oil of rofes.

The 10th of Qftober, which was the fifth
day after the full moon, and the fourth af-
ter the commencement of the feftival, was
the time appointed by the brahmins, to com-
mit the offerings to the Ganges; and this fo-
lemnity was obferved, not only at Chinfu-
rab, but along the whole courfe of the river,
at one and the fame time, with various de-
grees of pomp and magnificence, according
to the wealth and power of the celebrators.

In the afternopn, all the niches were
taken out of the houfes, where they had
been expofed to view. At the door, they

were placed upon handbarrows, the faces
of
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of the images, being turned backwards,
and were carried by four men, upon their
fhoulders. Two men went on each fide,
with fans, made of peacock’s feathers, to
drive away the flies and other infe&s from
the images. Two went before, with ¢la-
rions, and others followed with drums, and
cymbals, making a confufed kind of mufic.
The proceflion was accompanied by a greag
concourfe of people. When they came to
the banks of the Ganges, the niches were
put on board of veffels, in which the at=
tendants with fans, and the muficians like-
wife embarked, continuing their rude har-
mony ; whilft others again danced before
the goddefs, making geftures of the moft un-
equivocal and fhameful kind that can be cons
ceived.

In this manner, they failed up and down
the river, which was covered by an innu-
merable quantity of veffels of all fizes, all
gaudily decorated with flags. The people
were in high fpirits, and all emuloufly ftrove
to evince their joy, by their geftures and ex-
preflions.

At funfet, all the niches were thrown out

of
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.of the boats into the river, which terminated
the ceremonies of the feftival.

As far as I could colleft, from what the
banyan faid, I underftood that this feftival
was the reprefentation of a marriage ; for
the Ganges is fuppofed annually to efpoufe
the goddefs Doulga, and the children who
ftood on each fide, are intended to reprefent
the progeny of this exalted union. The
highly voluptuous attitudes and poftures
which were made before the goddefs, were
intended to excite the defires of the celeftial
couple, and ftimulate them to the procrea-
tion of more children, in order to conquer the
evil {pirit.

The feftival of bosks * (which is the
name given to it by Europeans) is cele~
brated in the beginning of April. I was
not an eyewitneis of it,becaufe I had, at that
time, left the Ganges ; but the following ac-
count was given to me, by people worthy of
credit.

At the top of a high ftake, ereéted for this

* Called by the Hindoos, the feftival of Oppefs. It is
fuppofed to be kept in commemoration of a martyr, who fuf-
fered extraordinary tortures for the fake of his faith. 7.

purpofe,
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purpofe, a crofs piece of wood of thirty feet
in length, is laid, which turns round upon
an iron pin. A Bengalefe, who is con-
{ecrated to this folemnity, by one of the chief
brahmins, then has a great iron hook run in-
to his body, under the ribs, over which a
piece of cloth, or girdle, is ftiffly bound, to
prevent the tearing through of the flefh. The
hook is faftened by a thort cord, to one end
of the crofs beam, and a longer cord is fixed
to the other, by which it is turned round
with rapidity, feveral times, by the people
who are prefent, whilft the man who under-
goes the penance, and who hangs by the
hook at the other end of the crofs beam, in
the air, ftrews ground rice, or flowers, upon
the people below, which they catch and pre-
ferve, as facred relics. After having been
whirled round for fome time, he is taken
down, the hook taken out of his body, and
the wound is cured as foon as pofiible.

Others, out of a fuperftitious zeal, run
iron pegs through their tongues, fome that
are as thick as a finger, which they keep
in that fituation, and carry about with them
wherever they go, as long as the feftival
lafts.

Some
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Some make two openings, one in cach
fide, through which they pafs ropes, which
are ftretched tight at either end, and along
which they run backwards and forwards.

Several fuffer themfelves to be cruthed to
death, under the broad wheels of a lofty ma-
chine, which is made for the purpofe; and
being filled with people, is drawn about by 3
multitude of others. This, however, is more
practifed among the Gentoos on the coaft of
Coromandel, than in Bengal.

They inflict a variety of other corporal pe-
nances upon themfelves, during this feftival,
but the above are the principal.

The feftivals are not celebrated every year
on the fame day, for they are fometimes an-
ticipated, and fometimes delayed, for feveral
days, according to the regulations of lucky
and unlucky days made by the brahmins. In
this refpec they are exceffively fuperftitious,
and they will never undertake any thing up-
on a day, which they efteem unlucky.

It is the fame with regard to numbers,
An odd number is reckoned lucky, and an
cven one, the contrary. Upon receiving
or paying fums of money, they will rather

lofe
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Iofc a rupee, than either take or give an even
number.

Their temples, called pagodas, are moftly
fquare ; they are ftone buildings, which are
not very lofty, and are crowned with a cu-
pola. Within, they are very dark ; for they
have no windows, and only receive their
Iight through the entrance. The image of
the idol, ftands in the deepeft and darkeft
tecels of the temple ; it is of a monftrous
fhape, and of uncouth dimenfions, having
many arms and hands, in each of which it
holds fomething. Amongft many others, I
faw one, which had an human figure, and
was reprefented in a fitting pofture. The
head was very large in proportion to the
body, with the tongue hanging out of the
mouth, half way down the breaft ; the eyés
were ftretched wide open ; it had four arms
and hands ; one hand was empty, but the
palm of it was turned upwards ; in another
it held a little board ; in a third, a naked
fword ; and in the fourth it graiped a human
head by the hair.

1 faw fome idols, which had eight, and
others, with fixteen arms ; thefe had an hu-

man
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man body, but the head of a dog, with drawn
bows, and other inftruments of war, in their
hands.

Some of them were black, others of a yel-
lowifth hue ; one was the folitary divinity of
a temple, and others 'had images reprefent-
ing their wives near them.

In fome pagodas, were no images, but
only a fingle black, polifhed, ftone, lying up-
on a round altar, covered with flowers and
fandalwood, which were ftrewed upon it.
"Fhey thew more veneration for thefe ftones,
than for the idols themfelves.

Their worthip of thefe divinities, confifts
in throwing themfelves upon the ground,
and making their /alam, or falutation with
their hands, ejaculating their prayers in
filence, in that pofture.

The offerings which they are accuftomed
to prefent to their gods, confift of flowers,
rice, pieces of filk and cotton, and fometimes
gold and filver. Every thing is laid before
the idols, and is taken care of by the brah-
mins, who profit the moft by it. They
guard the pagodas, both by day, and by
night.

The brahmins, or priefts, called érabmans

by
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by the Indians, who are the drachmanni of
antiquity, are of the firft and nobleft cafte of
the people, as we have before obferved.
They are known by a thin cord, with a
bead, which is paffed round the neck, and
hangs down upon the breaft ; they are never
without this mark of diftinion.

They are held in the greateft refpect by
all the other caftes ; and no one approaches
a brahmin, but with marks of the higheft
veneration, to which they make no other
return, than thewing the open palms of their
hands.

Thereare feveral caftes of brahmins, which
differin rank and reputation ; fome of them
are reputed fo holy, and are held in fuch
high veneration by the people, that the
water in which a brahmin, belonging to
them, has wathed his feet, is efteemed fa-
cred, and is given to the common Bengalefe
to drink, who think it the greateft felicity
to be allowed a fhare of fuch a difgufting
beverage.

The vedam, or facred book, in which the
principles and duties of their religion are
infcribed, is kept, it is faid, by the chief
brahmins of the firft order. The copies of

it,
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it, are afferted to be written in Perfian let-
ters, upon a certain fort of paper, imper-
vious to the attacks of worms, or other in-

feéts.
The brahmins never neglet wathing
themfelves in the Ganges, at funrife. Be-
fore they enter the water, they make a few
Jalams, or {alutations, to the river ; upon this
they take fome water in the hollow of the
hand, and offer it to the rifing fun, bowing
their heads many times ; they then befprin-
kle all the parts of their body with it, one by
one, ending by the forechead and breaft. I
faw feveral, who had a little brafs pot, or
fhell, with which they continually fcooped
up water, out of the river, and let it run out
again immediately, muttering prayers all the
while ; but when they filled it for the laft
time, they went out of the river, and poured
the contents upon the bank ; after this, they
made a mark, with a yellowifh kind of clay,
upon the nofe and eyes, in the form of the
letter v ; I faw other Bengalefe likewife
mark themfelves in this manner, making,
however, only a fingle ftripe upon the nofe,
and upon the forehead. They then go into
their pagodas, to pray, decorating their idols
with
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with flowers, and ftrewing them with fan-
dalwood.

I was affured, that brahmins are to be met
with, in the neighbourhood of Dacca, who,
far from refembling fome of thefe caftes in
ftupidity and ignorance, on the contrary, en«
tertain pure ideas of the godhead, and pene-
trating through the veil of thefe external,
puerile, and ridiculous ceremonies, to the
conception of an almighty Creator, join the
prattice of the moral virtues, to their belief
in his omnifcient providence. But they will
feldom enter-into converfation with ftrangers
on thefe fubjeéts.

The land abounds with a fort of religious
beggars, who are called faguirs; thefe are,
in general, the very refufe of fociety, the
worlt of whatever deferves to be called bad.

They do not work, but live by the alms,
which are beftowed upon them, willingly
and in plenty, by the fuperftition of the peo-
ple. They go entirely naked, and are
wholly devoid of thame. On their thoulders,
they carry a thick club, the end of which is
wound round, with rags of cloth, of all co-
lours. It is dangerous to meet them in foli-
tary places, or in the woods, for they make

no
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no fcruple of knocking down, and murder-
ing, whoever happens to have any thing of
value about him. They wander about the
country, in troops of two or three hundred,
and all ftand under one chief, who confe-
crates them to this vocation, which they
may not adopt without his confent.

They ftrew their hair, which hangs half
way down the back, with afhes, and fome-
times wallow in athes, rolling the whole
body in them, and making a moft difgufting
figure of themfelves.

They are not allowed to marry, but they
indemnify themfelves for this privation, in
other ways, and by the perpetration of the
moft abominable beaftlinefs.

They generally take up their abode in thady
places, either in the open air, or in old and
ruinous buildings, without ufing any thing to
repofe upon, or to cover themfelves.

Genuine faguirs make vows, that they
will perform penance, by remaining, during
their whole lives, in fome unnatural or un-
eafy pofture, or by torturing their bodies by
various methods ; but moft of them are not
excited by real penitence or compunétion,
but are {fpurred on by vainglory, endeavour=

g
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ing to attrat the notice and refpec of the
commonality, and thereby to raife them-
felves to efteem and honour.

I met with feveral of them, at different
times. Among others, were fome, who,
by keeping one arm ftretched out upwards
for many years, had loft the power of lower-
ing it again, and were forced always to re-
main in that pofition. Others, who had
made choice of a bend in their body forwards,
and who were, in confequence, grown fo
crooked, that they formed a right angle.
Some, who by continually bending the
head backwards, could not bring it back to
its natural pofition. There were others
again, who dragged heavy iron chains about
with them, during their whole lives. In-
land, as I have related in my journal, I faw
one, who had a brafs ring, of the thicknefs
of a quill, thruft through the penis, with
three other rings of iron, rivetted to it like
links of a chain, without it feeming to im-
commode him at all, in walking,

Conjurers, and ferpent-charmers, are to
be meét with, in abundance, The latter,
chiefly refide in the villages, and exercife
their art for a trifle of money. When a

fnake
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fnake is fuppofed to have taken up his abode,
in a houfe, or any other place, one of thefe
exorcifts is fent for, who performs his
office in the following manner :

He firft creeps, upon his hands and knees,
all over the ground, fmelling in every hole
and corner, and foon difcovers the reptile, if
there be one, by the fcent. Having thus
afcertained whereabouts the animal is, he
fits down, and taking out a little flute, made
of bone, plays upon it for {fome time, till the
fnake comes out of his hidingplace, and darts
at him, with a violent hifs ; he then drops
the flute: catches the creature in both
hands, and kills it, at one blow, by ftriking
its head againft the ground, without being
bitten by it.

They know how to deprive {nakes of their
poifon ; ufing for that purpofe a little ball of
capsk, or cotton, with which they take it
from between the teeth, where it lies, in-
clofed in bladders; and they keep the fhakes,
thus deprived of their venemous quality, in
wicker bafkets, carrying them about the
country, and making them dance.

When I was at Fultak, I fent for one of
them, in order to fee this curious exhibition.

He



[ 436 ]

He brought three bafkets with him, in
which there were feveral fhakes. He took
out two of them, both Cobras di Capelli,
which are cfteemed the moft venemous of
all, and threw them upon the ground, in the
grafs. They immediately began hifling,
and ere€ting half of their bodies upright,
darted upon, and twined round each other,
as often as he encouraged them. They
fometimes darted at the byftanders, but then
he caught them fuddenly by the tail, and
drew them back. He fometimes excited
them againft himfelf, and fuffered them to
bite his breaft, hands, and forehead, till the
blood ftreamed from the wounds. After
having made them play their tricks for fome
time, he took out of a batket, a very large
fnake, which was at leaft twelve or thirteen
feet in length, and beautifully variegated
with tints of green and yellow ; he made it
bite him fo hard in the breaft, that it re-
mained hanging by its teeth, without feem-
ing to do him any harm; he then took a
{maller one, put its head into his mouth,
and made it feize his tongue, to which it
likewife cleaved by the teeth ; and throwing
them round his neck and arms, was encircled

n
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in their folds, without fuffering any other in-
convenience, than the blood flowing from
the wounds, along his face and breaft.

Although thefe men, do not die by the
effe@s of the venom, becaufe, as aforefaid,
they have the fecret of depriving the fnakes
of their poifon every day, yet their {kin has
a leprous and fcaly appearance, and they are
covered with puftules.

Both Moors and Bengalefe take great
delight in having women dance before them,
who are kept for that purpofe, and are edu-
cated, from their infancy, in the exercife of
this diverfion. Their feafts and entertain-
ments would be deftitute of attration, if a
troop of fix or eight dancing-girls were not
prefent at them.

Whenever they are fent for, they are
always accompanied by fome of their mufi-
cians, who, with their cymbals, fomfoms,
and an inftrument which refembles a violin,
and upon which they play with a little ftick,
do not make a difagreeable concert, at leaft
in the Bengal tafte; and they accompany
their performance with their voices, which,
however, is not the moft pleafant part of

the entertainment.
The
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The dancing girls are richly decorated,
according to their fathion, with rings of
gold, or of filver gilt, upon their arms, legs,
fingers, toes, and necks ; they have golden
circlets, of the thape of French horns, paffed
through the left noftril. Their drefs con-
fifts in wide Moorifh drawers, which reach
to their heels, and are faftened round the
waift ; over this, they have a kabay, which
is made with a {mall body above, and a
flowing petticoat below; it is made tight
under the bofom, which it fupports, and
prefles upwards, but which it covers en-
tirely ; the {leeves come down to the hands,
and are faftened with a row of little but=
tons underneath. Their hair, which is quite
black, and fhines with oil, is ftroked imooth
over the head to the back part, where it is
tied in a knot. They have a veil of white
muflin, which is thrown over the whole,
and with which, they conceal their faces
from time to time, during the dance.

Their dances confift in continual twinin
and bendings of the body and head ; and in
advanc'ng and receding, as is practifed in
the Spanifh dances.

If any one be captivated by the charms of

their
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their perfons, or of their dancing, they make
no fcruple of gratifying him with the enjoy-
ment of thofe which are lefs public, for a
trifling confideration ; and without occa-
fioning the leaft fcandal to the company,
or to their companions, who continue danc-
ing, without noticing the retreat of their frail
affociate.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER. IIL

Marriages of the Bengalefe.— Burning alive of
Widows.—Ample Account of the Ceremonies ob=
Jerved on fuch an Occafion.— Another Infrance.—
Burying alive Widews. — Difeafes incident to
the Natives.— Dyfentery. — Swelled Legs.—Tbe
Founibaad.—Small-pox. — Inoculation. — Praffi-
tioners of Phyfic—Their Remedizs—Mode of
Salutation.—Manner of Drinking.—Houfbold Con-
vemiences.— The Moguls.—Their Complexion.—
Charatier—Religion, — Morals.—Infamous De-
bauchery.— Dr2fs.

THE Bengalefe marry no more than one
wife, exc=pt the brahmins, who take as many
as they choofe, or can maintain ; yet if the
wife of one of another cafte be barren, and
he have money enough to fupport her, he is
allowed by the brahmins, upon payment of a
certain {um, and the diftribution of fome
alms, to take a fecond wife, in addition to
the firft.

The ceremonies which take. place at their
marriages are of little importance.

Girls, as in all warm climates, are mar-

riageble
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riageable at an early age, and they ceafe
likewife to bear children very foon.

The women live in the ftriGeft fubjection
to their hufbands, and in fome caftes, the
wives are obliged, when their hufbands die,
to follow them to the other world, and are
cither burnt, or buried alive together with
the body : if they were to refufe. fubmit-
ting to this barbarous cuftom, their cha-
ralters would be ftamped with the great-
eft infamy, and they would live the fcorn
and derifion of their companions and rela-
tives.

I was an eyewitnefs of the burning of 2
Bengalefe woman, and of the ceremonies
which accompanied it; and the following is
the account of it, which I drew up at the
time :

On the 25th of November, having re-
ceived intimation that this folemnity would
take place about noon, 1 went betimes, with
fome of my friends, to the place which had
been pointed out to us; it was a few paces
out of Chinfurab, upon the banks of the
Ganges.

We here found the body of the deceafed,
lying upon a kadel, or couch, covered with a

piece
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piece of white cotton, and ftrewed with firs,
or betel-leaves.

The woman, who was to be the viétim,
fat upon the couch, at the foot-end, with
her legs croffed under her, and her face turn-
ed towards that of the deceafed, which was
uncovered. The hufband {feemed to me, to
have been a perfon of about fifty years of
age, and his widow was full thirty. She
had a yellow cotton cloth wrapped around
her, and her arms and hands were adorned
with rings of chancos. Her hair, which
hung loofe all round her head, was plenti-
fully ftrewed with ground fandalwood. She
held a little green branch in her right hand,
with which the drove away the flies from
the body.

Round her, upon the ground, fat ten or
twelve women, who kept fupplying her with
frefh betel, a portion of which the had con-
tinually in her mouth ; and when fhe had
half mafticated it, the gave it to one of her
female friends, or to others of the byftand-
ers, who begged it of her, wrapped it up in
pieces of cloth, and preferved it as a relic.

She fat, for the greateft part of the time,
like one buried in the deepeft meditation ;

yet
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yet with a countenance that betrayed not
the leaft figns of fear. The other women,
her relations and friends, {poke to her con-
tinually of the happinefs which fhe was
about to enjoy, with her hufband, in a fu-
ture life. One of thefe women, who fat
behind her upon the couch, frequent!v em-
braced her, and feemed to talk the moft, and
very earneftly, with her.

Befides the women, feveral men, as well
her relations, as brahmins, were prefent, who
at intervals, ftruck their cymbals, and beat
their drums, accompanied by the fongs, or
cries of the women, making a moft deaf-
ening noife. About half paft ten o’clock,
they began to prepare the funeral pile, at
the diftance of a little more than eight feet
from the {pot, where the unfortunate widow
was fitting, but which the beheld with the
moft ftoic indifference, as if it in no ways
concerned her.

The pile was made, by driving four green
bamboo ftakes into the earth, leaving about
five feet above the ground, and being about
fix feet from each other, forming a fquare,
in which was firft laid a layer of large fire-
wood, which was very dry, and eafily com-

buftible ;
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buftible ; upon this was put a quantity of
dry {traw, or reeds, which hung over beyond
the wood, and was plentifully befmeared
with ghee, which is a fort of butter, when
it becomes old and rank. This was done
alternately, till the pile was about five feet
i height ; and the whole was then ftrewed
with fine powdered rofin. Finally, a white
cotton fheet, which was firft wafhed in the
Ganges, was {pread over the pile, thus com-
pletely prepared for confuming of the devot-
ed victim.

The widow was then admonifhed by a
brahmin, that it was time to begin the rites.
She was then taken up by two women, from
the couch, carried a little farther, and put
down upon the ground, while the others
made a circle round her, and continued to
offer her frefh betel, accompanied by en-
treaties, that, as the would, in fo fhort a
time, appear, with her hufband in the pre-
fence of Ram, or their higheft God, the would
fupplicate for various favours for them ; and
above all, thatthe would falute their deceafed
friends, whom fhe might meet in the celef-
tial abodes, in their names.

In the mean time, the body was taken

e
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up from the couch by four men, and car-
ried to the river, where it was wathed clean,
and rubbed with turmeric, but which was
afterwards wathed off again. Upon this,
one of the brahmins took a little clay out of
the river, and marked the forehead of the
deceafed with it, wrapping the body up in
white linen ; which, when this had been
done, was carried to the pile, and laid upon
1t.

The woman, who had beheld all thefe pre-
parations, was then led by two of her female
relations to the Ganges, in order to wath in
the river. When fhe came again upon the
bank, her clothes were pulled off, and a
piece of red filk and cotton gingham was
wrapped round her body. One of her male
relatives, took out her gold nofe-jewel, while
fhe fat down, and gave it to her, but the re-
turned it to him for a memorial of her.
Hereupon fhe went again to the river, and
taking up fome water in her hands, mut-
tered fome prayers, and offered it to the fun.
All her ornaments were then taken from
her, and her armlets were broken, and chap-
lets of white flowers were put upon her
neck and hands. Her hair was tucked up

with
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with five combs, and her forchead was
marked with clay in the fame manner as
that of her hufband. Her head was co-
vered with a piece of filk, and a cloth was
tied round her body, in which the brahmins
put fome parched rice.

She then took her laft farewel of her
friends, both men and women, who had af-
fifted her in the preparation, and fhe was
conduéted by two of her female relations to
the pile. When fhe came to it, the fcat=
tered from that fide, where the head of the
deccafed lay, flowers and parched rice up-
on the {peftators. She then took fome
boiled rice, rolled up in a ball, and put it
into the mouth of the deceafed, laying fe-
veral other fimilar balls of rice under the
pile. - Two brahmins next led her three
times round it, while fhe threw parched
rice among the byftanders, who gathered it
up with great eagernefs. The laft time that
fhe went round, fhe fet a little earthen
burning lamp, at each of the four corners.
The whole of this was done during an in-
ceffant noife of cymbals and drums, and
amidft the fhouts of the brahmins, and of
her rclations.  After having thus walked

three
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three times round the pile, the mounted
courageoufly upon it, laid herfelf down up-
on the right fide, next to the body, which
the embraced with both her arms; a piece
of white cotton was fpread over them both,
they were bound together over the arms,
and middle, with two ealy bandages, and a
quantity of firewood, ftraw, gbee, and rofin,
was laid upon them. In the laft place, her
neareft relation, to whom fhe had given her
nofe-jewel, came with a burning torch, and
fet the ftraw on fire, and in 2 moment the
whole was in a flame. The noife of the
drums was redoubled, and the thouts of the
{pectators were more loud and inceffant than
ever, fo that the fhrieks of the unfortunate
woman, had fhe uttered any, could not pof-
fibly have been heard.

What moft furprized me, at this horrid
and barbarous rite, was the tranquillity of the
woman, and the joy exprefled by her re-
lations, and the fpe€lators. The wretched
vi€tim, who beheld thefe preparations mak-
ing for her cruel death, feemed to be much
lefs affected by it, than we Europeans, who
were prefent. She underwent every thing

with.
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with the greateft intrepidity, and her coun«
tenance feemed, at times, to be animated
with pleafure, even at the moment when
fhe was afcending the fatal pile.

Her feet appeared from between the fire-
wood, on the fide where I ftood ; and I had
an opportunity of obferving them, becaufe
a little breeze, playing upon that fide, cleared
it of the flame and fmoke ; I paid peculiar
attention to her, in order to difcover whether
any convulfive motions agitated her feet, but
they remained immovable, in the midft of
the conflagration.

The women who were prefent, and who
all, fooner or later, would have to undergo
the fame fate, if they furvived their hufbands,
appeared to rejoice at the facrifice, and thew-
ed every token of exultation.

If an European were to touch fuch a de-
voted woman, even accidentally, the would
not be allowed to be burnt, and would be
thought entirely defiled and profaned. The
man who bad touched her, would be expofed
to great danger, if he did not purchafe in-
demnity, by large fums of money. This
happened to our direftor SicaTERMAN, who

was



[ 449 ]

was obliged to pay twenty-five thoufand ru-
pees, for an imprudence of this kind, which
he had been guilty of.

If the women were to refufe accompany-
ing their hufbands, in this manner, to the
other world, they would be defpifed and
abandoned by their friends, as the refufe of
fociety, the dregs of impurity. In fuch
cafes, they are never allowed to marry
again; their hair is fhaved off, and an
eternal difgrace attaches both to themfelves
and to their family. Hence their relations
employ all poffible perfuafions, and affidu-
oufly encourage thefe wretched creatures to
fubmit to the univerfal cuftom; yet I was
told that this is feldom neceflary, as they
poffefs fufficient enthufiafm, willingly to de-
vote themfelves, to this horrible death.

A little before I arrived in the Ganges, a
rich Bengalefe, who was the broker of our
Company, had died, and left a young and
handfome widow, under feventeen years of
age ; with whom he had but once cohabited,
in the beginning of his marriage, and inftead
of living with her, had kept a concubine,
with whom he refided.

As foon as he was dead, her friends came

to
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to her, and, well knowing the infamous life
he had led with refpeét to her, endeavoured
to perfuade her, in the moft forcible manner,
not to be burnt with her hufband, fince he
had ufed her fo ill in his lifetime, that fhe
ought not to account herfelf his wife, and
that the would therefore not be required to
comply with the general ufage.

She, however, anfered undauntedly, that
fhe was once united to him, and efteemed
herfelf united to him for ever, that the had
loved him, and would now accompany him
even in death,  On the fame day, fhe fuffer-
ed herfelf, with a cheerful countenance,
after having embraced and kiffed the dead
body, to be burnt with it to afhes.

They believe, that if they facrifice them-
felves in this way, they will enjoy with their
hufbands, every fpecies of fenfual gratifica-
tion, in another life; and fired by this ex-
pe€lation, they expire with pleafure, amidft
the torments of flame.

The pile which was ere@ed for the young
widow I have juft mentioned, was made of
fandalwood, and was calculated to be worth
{even thoufand gilders *,

* About 6334 ferling, | 7,
The
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The burying alive is done in the follow-
ing manner. A pit is dug in the earth, of
fix feet fquare, in which the body of the
deceafed, after having been wathed in the
Ganges, in the {fame manner as when the
widow is burnt, is laid upon the back. The
woman, after having been alfo wathed and
prepared in the fame way, as in the former
inftance, jumps into the pit, lays herfelf down
next to the body, and takes it in her arms ;
upon which the hole is inftantly filled with
earth, and trampled hard down, {o that the
is {mothered in a moment. The whole of
this rite, is equally performed, amidft the
founding of their mufical inftruments, and
the thouts of the affiftants.

The difeafe which is the moft prevalent
here, is the dyfentery, which is occafioned
by the flatulency and infipidnefs of their ar-
ticles of food,

They are likewife much affliéted with
{welled legs ; and I faw {fome who had them
bloated to the thicknefs of a man’s waift. A
gangrene is the ufual confequence, and this
difeafe generally terminates in the death of
the patient. They have no furgeons who
are capable of oppofing the progrefs of the

evil,



[ 452 ]

evil, or of amputating a limb ; and many
unhappy wretches die in pain and mifery, for
want of fkilful praétitioners.

A fort of ficknefs, or fever, likewife pre-
vails in Bengal, which is called the jounibaad,
and which generally fweeps away thofe who
are attacked by it, in the fpace of three days.
Thofe who recover, often retain a deafnefs,
a blindnefs, or a confumption ; and fometimes
a general paralyfis, the dreadful confequences
of this fcourge.

This difeafe is better cured by the na-
tive pradtitioners, than by European phy-
ficians ; for its {ymptoms are not dubious,
and it is a diforder peculiar to the country.

The {mall-pox is equally a diftemper that
prevails here ; it began to rage violently be-
fore 1 left the Ganges.

Inoculation is much pradifed by the na-
tives, but they convert the contagious mat-
ter into powder, which they give internally,
mixed with {fome liquid. A few of them,
however, inoculate by incifion. The firft
mode has generally a very fortunate iffae 3
they prepare the body for the infeion, by
laxatives, and ablutions. A fever 1s felt the
day after inoculation, which is foon followed

by
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by the eruption; and in three weeks the cure
is completed.

The practitioners of medicine, among the
Bengalefe, are all of the brahmincafte. They
are held in great efteem, on account of the
art they profefs ; but their knowledge of it,
feemed to me, to be very imperfe&t. They
inherit from their anceftors, who have equal-
Iy been phyficians, a number of recipes of
remedies for all forts of difeafes, which they
have found, by long experience, to be of
benefit ; and when they hit upon the true
nature of the diforder, they feldom fail in
the cure. But upon any uncommon appear-
ances, they are confounded, and know not
what to do ; of which I have known feveral
inftances.

They have not the leaft knowledge of
anatomy, becaufe their religion does not
permit them to fhed blood, or to open a
body.

When they feel the pulfe, they do it
with a kind of drumming motion with the
fingers.

They fay that all diftempers arife from
one of thefe three caufes, namely, heat, cold,

or bile.
Their
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Their medicines are moftly fuch as are
produced in the country. Amongft others,
they make ufe of a kind of little artificial
ftone, that is manufa@ured at Goa, and pof-
fefles a ftrong aromatic fcent. They give
the {crapings of this, in a little water, mixed
with fugar, to their patients. They employ
fugar with almoft all their medicines; in-
fomuch that when a phyfician is fent for,
he always brings fugar with him.

The falutation of the Bengalefe, confifts
in touching the forechead with the right
hand, and bending the head forwards. When
they want to make a very humble fa/am, or
obeifance, they firft lay the right hand up-
on the breaft, then touch the ground with
it, and afterwards the forehead.

They are not deficient in expreflions of
humility, when they addrefs any one, from
whom they ftand in need of any favour.
The leaft that they fay, is, I am your moft
¢ devoted flave ;" but, in the fame way as
takes place in our more civilized Europe,
they are mere founds, words of courfe, figni-
fying nothing,.

They will, on no account, drink out of
the fame veflel with an European, or Ma-

homedan ;
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homedan ; nay, not with any one of a dif-
ferent cafte. When they drink, they do
not fet the veflel to the mouth, but hold
it at a little diftance above it, and let the
Liquor run into the mouth, without clofing
the lips, or drawing breath; and yet with-
out {pilling a drop.

Their houfhold conveniences are very
few ; they never make ufe of either chairs,
or benches.

The Moors, or Moguls, form the remain-
der of the inhabitants of Bengal. They were
originally natives of Tartary. They are, in
general, browner than the Gentoos, although
{fome of them are tolerably fair, or rather
yellowith ; but thefe are born farther to the
north. Moft of thofe who live about Agra,
and Debly, are, as I was informed by the be-
forementioned French miffionary, fair, in
comparifon with the inhabitants of the more
fouthern provinces,

They are more courageous than the Ben-
galefe. Their fipabis make middling good
foldiers, when they are trained and com-
manded by European officers ; at leaft, ac-
cording to the teftimony of the Englith, who
employ them much.

Their
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Their religion is that of Mahomet. They,
in confequence, hold in abhorrence the ido-
latry of the Gentoos. Yet their morals are,
on the other hand, much worfe ; and indeed
infamoufly bad. The fin of Sodom is not
only in univerfal praftice among them, but
extends to a beftial communication with
brutes, and in particular with theep. Women
even abandon themf{elves to the commifiion
of unnatural crimes. One of my friends,
who had refided for a long time at Patna,
informed me, that, during his abode at that
place, a Moorith woman had endeavoured,
like another Pafiphaé, to fatisfy her luft, in
the embraces of a ftallion ; but the dreadful
confequence of her boundlefs lubricity were,
that fhe was fo feverely hurt in her attempts
to procure the enjoyment fhe fought, that
fthe died in the greateft agonies, a few hours
afterwards. 1donotbelieve that there is any
country upon the face of the globe, where
lafcivious intemperance, and every kind of
unbridled lewdnefs, is fo much indulged
in, as in the lower provinces of the empire of
Indsflan. The contamination of vice is not
folely confined to the two nations, who are
natives of the country, but extends likewife

to
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to the Europeans, who fettle, or trade here.
‘The climate influences perhaps more upon
the conftitution here, than in other coun-
tries.

The drefs of both rich and poor, among
the Moguls, is nearly alike, and differs only
in coftlinefs. It confifts of a long coat,
which is called 2abay, as has been before de-
fcribed. They tie a girdle round the mid-
dle, and in it, on the left fide, they weara
weapon, which they call by a name that
may be tranflated Jelly-piercer ; it is about
fourteen inches long ; broad near the hilt,
and tapering away to a fharp point; it js
made of fine fteel ; the handle has, on each
fide of 4t, a catch, which, when the weapon
is griped by the hand, fhuts round the wrift,
and fecures it from being dropped. They
{feldom or never go out, without having itin
their girdle, in the fame manner, as the Ja-
vancfe wear their kriffes.

CHAP-



[ 458 1]

CHAPTER 1V.

Government in BENGAL.—Coins.— W eights.—Mea-
Jures.—Divifions of Time.—Chronometers.—Coun-
try-boats. — Land-carriage, — Animals. — Ele
phants. — Tigers.—IVild Buffalses.—Fackals.—
Snakes.—Infefls.—Birds of Prey.—Fifb. — Craco-
diles.—Lenguages.—Articles of Commerce.—Silk.
—Management of the Silkworms.— Cotton Manu-
fadlures —Opium.—Meode of its Cultivation and
ColleiZion.— Annual Quantity collesTed.—Saltpetre.
—Gumlack.—Articles of Inportation,

BENGAL is under the adminiftration of
a governor, {tyled Nabob, or properly Na-
wab, who was formerly appointed by the
emperor of Indgflan, or the Great Mogul
(but now this is done by the Englifh), as his
lieutenant.  Thefe viceroys were generally
taken, in an hereditary fucceffion, or in de-
fault of a male heir, from the neareft rela-
tives; and though they were only the dele-
gates of the emperor, as lord paramount,
they ruled, in fad, as fovereign princes.
They were, however, obliged to furnifh
men and arms to the emperor, when at war,

and
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and to pay a certain propor ion of the an-
nual revenues which they drew from this
wealthy country, to the Imperial treafury ¥,
the reft teing lcft to themfelves. The
Englith, at prefent, colleét the revenues,
and make the difiribution, giving, both to
the emperor, and to the nabob, no more
than they choofc to fpare, and leaving to
the latter only the outward femblance of
authority,

Every diftriét has its own governor,under
the denomination of faufiar, who muit ren-
der account of his adminiftration to the na-
bob.

Thefe again appoint in every town or
village a =zemindar, who rules over the
place, and part of the circumjacent country,
and fettles all differences which arife be-
tween the inhabitants.

* We have no particular account of the amounts paid
into the Imperial trealury, from the province of Benpal fex-
cept ong, of the year 1707, when the empire was in its moft
flourifhing ftate, under the famous Avkewxczese. The
revenue from the fubih of Besgal was then 524,636,240
dams, making at forty dams, and 2+. 64, per rupee, 1,639,488
54. fterling. The whole of the revenues from all the pro-
vinces, then amounted to 12,071,876,840 dawss, or 35,724,615/
g% 6d. fterling. 7.

The
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The only current coins in Benga/, and in
the whole extent of Indsflan, are gold and
filver rupees. All foreign gold and filver,
whether coined, or in bullion, is carried to
the mint, and transformed into rupees,which
are ftamped with Perfian letters inftead of
any portrait, or arms,

They decreafe every year in value, and
at the end of nine years, the ficca rupees
are taken at the fame rate as Areot rupees.

When the rupees firft come from the
mint, they are called fcca rupees of the firfk
year. Thofe which are coined at Moorfke-
dabad are the current coin in which the
trade of the Company is carried on, and
by which all the other rupees in cir-
culation here, are reduced, It is divided
into fixteen ammas; its intrinfic value in
Dutch money, is one gilder, four ftivers
and a half, and it is taken in the Com-
pany’s books at twenty-five ftivers; but
in Indian currency, at thirty-one ftivers
and a half, for which it is current at
Hougly ®. It is the money of account, ac-

cording

* In Sir Isaac Newton's table of the affays, weights,
and values of foreign filyer and gold coins, made at the Mint,

by
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cording to which the value of the other ru-
pees are calculated, at a difcount, or agios
which is called datta, of from fix to twelve
per cent, which undergoes continual fluctu-
ations, ‘by the management of the money-
changers. The Arcot rupees, which are
coined by the Englith at Arcot, and by the
French at Pondicherry, go for thirty ftivers *,
yet the laft are reckoned from one to three
per cent better than the former.

The gold rupee, which is called mobur, is
worth fifteen filver ffcca rupees.

Halves, fourths, eighths, and fixteenths of
rupees, are likewife coined ; the laft, as above
faid, are called annas.

Copper coin is not feen in Bengal. For
change they make ufe of the fmall feathells,
called cowries,, eighty of which make a

by order of the privy-council, before the year 1717, the af
fay of the rupee is ftated at 16} dwes. bertter than ftandard ;
its weight, at 7 dawts. 13, gr.; its ftandard weight, at 8 dwrr.
2pr. 453 pro; and its intrinfic value at 244 0r. ‘The
Englifh generally compute it to be currently worth 2. 6d.
Rerling. 7.

* According to Ricaup, the Areer are fix per cent lefs in
value than ficca rupees. Befides thefe, the Bambay and Ma-
aras rupees, are current in Bemgal, and are three per cent be-
low the flandard, or ficca rupee. T

pons,
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poni 5 and fixty, or fixty-five ponis, accord-
ing as there are few or many cowries in
the country, make a rupee *. They come
from the Maldive iflands. The money-
changers fit upon all the dazars with quan-
tities of them, to furnith the lower orders
with change, for the purchafe of necefla-
ries. One hundred thoufand rupees make
what is called a Jack, and one hundred
lacks, or ten millions of rupees, a crore.

Weights in Bengal, are calculated by
maunds, of which there are three forts ; all
however, divided by forty feer, or eight
paans feer. At Hougly, or Chinfurab, the
maund kalfab, or Company’s maund, weighs
fixty-eight pounds Amfterdam; the maund
bazar, feventy-fix; and the maund pakka,
feventy-feven.

Two peculiar maunds are ufed at Coffimba-
zar ; namely, the maund ffitthur, for the
filk-trade,which weighs feventy-two pounds,
and the muts maund, which contains the

* There is a great wariation in the value of cowries in
Bengal; Ricavp fays, 2,560 make 2 rupee; Bowrts, 4,000 to
#4:800; and our author, 4,800, 1o 51200, The cheapnefs of
provifions in Bewgal, makes it convenient to have fo very
low 2 medium, for dealings among the poor. T,

weight
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weight of three thoufand two hundred ficca
rupees.

A feer kalfab is 17:0b. 5 a feer bazar, 14 ;
and a _feer pakia 112

Weights made of ftones are ufed for
weighing by feers, which is the general me-
dium of fale of almoft every thing, even
vegetables and milk not excepted.

The meafures of length, are cobidss, and
&efs, or gofs. At Chinfurab, a cobids is one
foot five inches Rhineland meafure *. The
general length of the cobids, is taken to be
from the elbow of a full grown man, to
the tip of the middle finger, in the fame
manner as the cubit of the ancients. A
gefs, or gofs, is two cobidss, being, at Chin-
Jurab, two feet and ten inches Rhineland
meafure. *The cobido, is the univerfal mea-
fure of length, all over the wetft of India.

Diftances between places, are meafured
by cofs ; five cofs, are equal to about two
Dutch miles .

% The codide in Bengal is, as near as poflible 31 of an
Englith yard ; the exaét proportion is, that 7,278 cobidos
make 3,773 yards. 7.

+ The cofi in Bengal is generally taken, by the Englith, to
be about two miles; in the upper parts of fadofan it is only
about one and a half. 7.

The
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The day and night, are here divided into
four quarters, each of fix hours, and thefe
again into fifteen parts, of twenty-four mi-
nutes each. For a chronometer, they ufe a
kind of difh of thin brafs, at the bottom of
which there is a-little hole : this is put into
a veflel or large pot with water; and it
runs full in a certain time. They begin
their firft quarter at fix o’clock in the morn-
ing. They firike the quarters and fub-
divifions of time, with a wooden hammer,
upon a flat piece of iron, or fteel, of about
ten inches in diameter, which is called a
garnial, and gives a pretty {mart found,
which can be heard at fome diftance. The
quarters are firft ftruck, and then as many
times as the brafs dith has run full, in that
quarter. None but the chief men of a dif-
trict are allowed to have a garnial, and il
they may not ftrike the firft divifion of the
firft quarter, which is a privilege referved
to the nabob alone. Thofe who attend at
thefe clocks, muft be of the brahmin cafte.

The veflels which are ufed for inland
navigation, on the Ganges, are very lightly
built of thin deals, without either keel of
fide-timbers. The edges of the planks are

faftened
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faftened together with ftaples, and the feams
are ftopped up with mofs, and payed with
greafe. The largeft width of them is about
one-third of their whole length from the
ftern, where they run up with a bend ; they
are very fharp forwards, and are not very
high above the water. Although they are
of different fizes, they are all of the fame
thape and conftrution ; and fome of them
can load fifty thoufand pounds weight of
merchandize, and more ¥,

The boats ufed by the Europeans, as well
as by the natives of confideration, for tra-
velling, are called budgerows. On the out-
fide they have the fame conftruftion with
the former, but within, they are calculated
for convenience. The fpace from the mid-

* Thefe boats are called bwrs in Bemgal ; they are rude
barks, and have a fingle malt, with a large fquare fail ; they
take in a great quantity of water from the fides and bottoms,
which compels the crew to employ fome people continually
in baling. They are ufed for the carriage of cotton, and
other bulky materials, the weights of which cannot bear
any proportion to their fize. In common with all the ather
boats of the country, their hottoms are nearly flat; indeed it
would be impraiticable, on the Ganges, 10 employ veflels
calculated to draw any confiderable quantity of water, as
the navigation is rendered extremely dangerous, irom the
fands being continually fhifting. T.

dle
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dle to the ftern, is occupied by one or two
apartments, having windows on the fides;
thefe rooms are from fix to feven feet in
height, and are as commodious as if they
were in a houfe. The fternmoft of them,
is the bedroom. The budgerows are of va.
rious fizes, from twenty-five to fixty feet
in length, and longer. They are rowed,
as the former are, by from fix to twenty
men. The oars are long poles, to the end
of which a little oval board is nailed, in
licu of a leaf; they do not ftrike the water
crofs ways, but obliquely backwards. Some-
whatmore forwards ftandsa maft, upon which
a fquare fail is hoifted, when they go be-
fore the wind; when they have a fide-
wind, they drive down athwart the ftream,
not having a keel, or timber enough un-
der water, being flatbottomed, and drawing
fcarcely a foor, or a foot and a half *,

They

* The budgerews are fleered by a large paddle, or car,
extending ten feet from the fiern ; and befides the maft men-
tioned in the test, they have likewife a topmat, with a fquare
topfail, for fine weather. ‘The Englifh gentlemen in Bengal,
bave mode great improvements in the budgerows, by intro-
ducing a broad flat door, fquare fterns, and broad bows,
They thereby are rendered much fafer, fuil near, and keep

their
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They have another kind of boats, which
they call pu/wabs. Thefe are very long,
low, and narrow ; they are not calculated
for the conveyance of goods: they are fcull-
ed inftead of being rowed, and they are
very expeditious for paffing from one place
to another #,

At

their wind ; and there is no danger attending their taking
the ground ; they are befides calculated to carry more fail. 7.

* A gentleman in his fedperew, is ufually attended by a
pulealy, for the accommodation of the kitchen, and a fmaller
boat, which is called a pawnchway, and is deilined to convey
him either on fhore, or on boeard, as it frequently happens
that the éudgerow cannot come clofe to the place where he
wilhes to land, or to embark.  Thefe boats move more ex-
peditioully than the dudgerews 5 but the pawscbuays are nearly
of the fame gencral confiruétion, with this difference, that the
greateft breadth is fomewhat farther aft, and the ftern lower.
Another boat of this country, which is very curioufly con-
ftrufted, is called a moerpanley: thefe are very long and nar-
row, fometimes extending to upwards of an hundred feet in
length, and not more than eight feet in breadth; they are
diways paddled, fometimes by forty men, and are fleered by
a large paddle from the ftern, which rifes either ia the fhape
of a peacock, a fnake, or fome other animal ; the paddlers are
dire&ted by a man who flands up, and fometimes makes ufe
of a branch of a plant, to regulate their motions, ufing much
gefticulation, and telling his flory, to excite either laughter,
or exertion. In one part of the ftern is a canopy fupported
by pillars, in which are feated the owner and his friends, who
partake of the refrelhing breezes of the evening: thefe boats

are
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At land, the general conveyance of paf-
fengers is by palankeens, which are a fort
of litters. For carrying goods, carts of a
very fimple conftruftion are made ufe of ;
they are drawn by oxen, or buffaloes *.
But the tranfporting of goods is moftly ef-
fected by water, through the numerous chan-
nels and creeks, with which the country is
interfected.

Among the land-animals which are found
here, the elephant holds the firft rank, on
account of its fize. I faw four of thefe un-
wieldly creatures at Hougly, who were full
twelve feet in height. Each of them had
a condutor, who fat upon the neck, and
was able, with a fthort iron hook which he
held in his hand, together with his voice, to
govern the huge animal at pleafure.

Tigers are very numerous in the woods,
and they often fally out into the inhabited
places. I {aw fome of them, which were
kept, in wooden cages, by the Englifh at

are very expenfive, owing to the beautiful decorations of
painted and gilt ornaments, which are highly varnifhed, and
exhibit a confiderable degree of tafte, T

% Thefle carts are called Aacierier ; they run wpom two
wheels, and have a covering. T.

Calcutta,
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Caleutta, of the fize of a large calf. The
great men of the land take much pleafure
in making them fight with other animals,
elephants and buffaloes.

There are likewife a vaft number of wild
buffaloes in the woods; they are much
larger and fiercer than bulls ; they have
horns of full five feet in length, and it is
very dangerous to meet with them, if not
provided with firearms. Even then, if one
has the misfortune not to kill them outright,
the danger is flill greater, unlefs a neigh-
bouring tree, into which the man muft in-
ftantly climb, offer its friendly protection.
The crew of my fhip killed feveral of them
at Ingellee; their fleth is tolerably good eat-
ing, and the females, when they are tamed,
are milked like cows; yet their milk is not
efteemed wholefome, being fuppofed to be
heating and acrimonious.

Jackals are a fort of wild dogs, fome-
what larger than a common fpaniel ; they
have a thick head, and a fharp nofe ; their
fur is brown, and the hair long; they have
a thick and rough tail, which hangs down ;
they do not run faft, unlefs when hunted.
The woods {fwarm with them; they come

down
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down to the fides of the river, towards the
evening, and feed upon the carrion, and the
dead bodies which are neither burnt nor
buried, and which, if they were to remain
there, weuld fill the air with putrid efluviz,
and be the occafion of peftilential diforders.
The Indian name for thefe animals is
chakal. Their cry is like that of a human
being.

Snakes, of all kinds, abound in the fields,
and in the old buildings. It is therefore
very dangerous, in damp weather, to walk
in the grafs, where their infidious folds
lie concealed from the eve of the un-
wary paflenger. If they are unfortunately
trod upon, they are fure to bite the offender ;
but if one of the ferpent-charmers be im-
mediately at hand, by fuffering-a little pain,
a cure is foon effefted ; without their aflift-
ance, death is often the confequence.

Scorpions, centipedes, and a great many
other infe€ls, are likewife pretty abundant.
The moft troublefome of all, are the flies,
gnats, and bugs, which torment the inhabi-
tants, both day and night.

Great numbers of birds of prey are alfo
feen here. Among them, a kind of eagle

15
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is the moft remarkable for fize. They
feed upon nothing but dead carcafes. There
are likewife aftonithing numbers of birds of
prey, which are about the fize of a kite,
and fo bold, that, in flying, they will pounce
down, and fnatch a piece of meat, or bread,
out of the hands of a man: I faw them
frequently do this to the children of the
houfe where I lived. As well as the
jackals, they are of great benefit in this
country, by devouring the carrion.

There are but very few different forts of
fith in the rivers : one-called the baldhead is
thought to be the beft tafted.

There are likewife crocodiles, or alliga-
tors, but which are not, in general, very
large.

The Bengalefe and Moors have each a
diftinét language and writing. That of
the lattter has much analogy with the
Perfian, and is the language of the court,

The chief articles of commerce which
the country yields, are filk, muflins, calli-
coes, cottons, and other piecegoods ; opium,
faltpetre, and gumlack. Others, fuch as
wheat, rice, butter, &c. can only be reckoned
cafual branches of trade.

Silk
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Silk is chiefly prepared in the neighbour-
hood of Cyfimbazar. The manner of col-
lecting is as follows : at the time of the
year when it is thought the fitteft for the
filkworm to begin its labours, the eggs
which were preferved from the laft feafon,
upon a piece of white cotton, are expofed
to' the rays of the fun. As foon as the
worms are hatched, they are put upon an-
other white piece of cotton, with a mat
under it, and laid under cover ; they are
then furnithed every day with freth leaves
of a fort of mulberry-tree,  called here zoof,
the fruit of which is not fit to be eaten,
They do not fuffer the plants of this tree to
fhoot up more than three or four feet,
whereby they prevent the leaves from grow-
ing hard, of which the confequence would
be, that the filk would be coarfer, and of an
inferior quality.

In the mean time, a round mat is pre-
pared, which has a flip, or border, of about
two inches deep, ftanding upright upon it,
encircling firft its outer edge, and then run-
ning in a fpiral diretion, to the center, leay-
ing an intermediate fpace of about an inch
and a half.

As
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As foon as they perceive that a worm is
about to {pin, they take it away from the
others, and put it upon this mat, between the
borders, where it fpins its ball, or cocoon,
which is afterwards reeled off in warm
water,

The nymphz which come from the co-
coons that are reeled off, are not thought fit
for preferving the eggs of them ; but thofe
which they keep for that purpofe, are fuf-
fered, when they become moths, to eat their
way through the balls; and of thefe per-
forated cocoons they make an inferior kind
of filk, called floret.

The materials from which their piece-
goods are wove, is the capok, or cotton. It
grows upon a fthrub, or tree, which is cul-
tivated in very great abundance, in this
country, though yet not in fufficient quan-
tities for all the piecegoods which are an-
nually manufactured here ; for much of it
is brought hither from Suraf. Some kinds
of piecegoods, likewife, require two different
lorts of capok.

The capok is ftretched with a wire, upon
an arched piece of wood, like a bow, clean-
ed from all its impurities, fpun by the wo-

men
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men into yarn, and finally woven into piece-
goods of various denominations by the men.

The weaving manufatories are difperfed
throughout the country, and are call au-
rungs. A diftin& kind is wove in every
diftrict.

Printed cottons, commonly cailed chintzes,
are not manufactured here, but on the coaft
of Coromandel; except near Patna, in the
province of Babar, whence fome of them
come, which are called, from the name of
the place, Patna chintzes.

The fineft muflins and cottons are made
about Dacca, where likewife the fineft capok
is produced.

Opium is a very important produétion,
both for the inland trade, and that which
1s carried on by fea, to the coaft of Coroman-
del, and Batavia. It is not, in faét, pro-
duced in Bengal, but in Babar, which bor-
ders upon the farmer; but all that is ex-
ported, comes down the Ganges, thrﬂugh
Bengal. More than one hundred thoufand
pounds weight of thisdrogisannually thipped
by our Company’s vellels, and is confumedat
Fava, the Mbiuccas, and other places in the

eaftern part of 4fa. The natives of all
thofe
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thofe countries are very fond of it, finoking
it together with their tobacco, or chewing it
unmixed.

The mode in which it is colleted is as
follows : the feed is fown in the month of
Octeber, in a foil which has been fpecially
prepared for the purpofe, not without much
trouble.

A fortnight or three weeks afterwards,
fome of the feeds are dug up, in order to fee
whether they have already germinated and
ftruck root ; if this be the cafe, they begin
to water the fields, which are all cut through
with furrows, conveying the moifture to
every part.

When the bulbous root of the plant be-
gins to arrive at maturity, which ouly happens
after the petals of the flowers have fallen, the
pPlanter daily examines one of the pooreft
roots, to fee whether they are ripe enough
for colle@ting the fap; for this purpofe he
makesufe of a little ftharp knife, with which,
in the morning, he makes an incifion in the
bulb, and if he find, in the evening, thata
gummy fap, the opium, have exfuded from
1t, icis a fign that the roots are fufficiently
ripe. Hereupon, men, women, and chil-

dren,
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dren, for an incredible number of people
are employed in this work, refort to the
opium-fields, in order to open the bulbs.
They take them in the hollow of the hand,
holding them faft by the {talk between the
fingers, and make the incifion, yet with
great precaution, that the inner membrane
be not wounded, for then the root dies in-
ftantly. After having thus cut open the roots
in the evening, they all return, early the
next morning, to the field, each with a little
pot, and gently fcrape off, with a little thell,
the congealed fap, which has extilled from
the bulb, into the pot, giving another cut in
the root, the produce of which they again
colle& in the evening.

If the roots be fine and large, the incifion
can be repeated three or four times.

The fap, which is collected both morning
and evening, 18 delivered to the proprietor
of the field, upon the return of the la-
bourers ; and it is then put all together into
large tubs, where it purifies itfelf by fermen-
tation.

The colle&tion of the opium takes place
in the months of January and February.,

A piece
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A piece of land of ten rood {quare *, is
generally eftimated to yield five or fix pounds
weight of opium, and affords a great profit to
the planter.

When the fap has done fermenting, and
has attained a proper degree of confiftence,
it is made into cakes. The leaves of trees,
which have fallen, are then collefted from
the ground, and after being wetted, one by
one, are ftuck together, about the fize of a
common plate : the gummy fubftance is next
taken up by the hands, laid upon the leaves,
three or four inches thick, and covered over
with the fame leaves.

It is then carried to the faftory, where it
is narrowly examined, afforted, and packed
in fquare boxes, which are lined with lea-
ther ; thefs are then embaled in Zoenge +,
weighed, the grofs weight marked upon
them, and fent down from Patna to Hougly,
or Chinfurah. They are weighed here
again, without unpacking them; and if
they are found to weigh two or three

® A rood is the fourth part of anacre. 7.
+ A kind of coarfe and firong cloth, or canvafs, like car-
peting, ufed for embaling of goods. T.

pounds
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pounds lefs than at Patna, they are ap-
proved of; for opium always dries up, and
becomes lighter ; but if they are heavier,
itis a fign that they have received damage
from water, during the paffage down, and
they are then unpacked, and afforted anew,
before they are thipped to Batavia.

A gentleman who had refided many years
at Patna, and from whom 1 obtained the
above particulars, told me, that the quan-
tity of this drug colle€ted annually in Ba-
bar, amounted to fixteen thoufand maunds,
which make upwards of one million of
pounds ; the largeft part of which is em-
ployed in the inland trade, and is conveyed
by land-carriage from Indoflan, to almoft
every part of Affa.

Saltpetre i1s likewiie a principal article,
which is annually exported from Bengal,
and is equally produced in the province of
Babar. 1t is a natural falt, thrown up out
of the ground, and, being mixed with earth,
it is taken in this ftate, put into large
troughs, water poured upon it, and ftirred
about, till the nitrous particles are diffoived =
the water, thus impregnated, is drawn off,

and
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and being boiled in large pans, the moifture
evaporates, and leaves the faltpetre behind ;
which is then, without farther preparation,
put into bags to be thipped off.

In the year 1770, full two millions and
a2 half pounds weight, of this article, was
exported by the fix thips of our Company,
which failed from Benga/, in that year,
three bound to Batavia, and three to Hol-
fand.

Gumlack is produced from a fort of
imall infefts, which are not unlike flying ants.
Much of it is colieéted in the moft caftern
parts of Bengal, and in the kingdom of Pegu.
The inhabitants ftick little twigs in the
carth, upon which thefe infe@s alight in
large quantities, and leave a vifcid juice be-
hind them, with which the whole twig is
covered. When this is hardened by the
fun, it becomes a refinous gum, and
when diffolved in water, affords a fine,
bright, red celour; it is ufed for dying of
cottons, efpecially on the coaft of Coromandei.
When it is melted over the fire, and fepa-
rated from the remains of the twigs, fhellack
is made of it, in flat thin pieces, which are

efteemed
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efteemed good, when they run down by
drops, if fet on fire.

The articles which are difpofed of to ad-
vantage in Bengal, are all kinds of fpices,
pepper, japan copper, fandalwood, and fa-
panwood ; likewife tin, lead, pewter, and
other European commodities.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER V.

Eyropean Nations in BewcArL.—The Englih.—
Events which gave Rife to ther Power bere.—
Battle of Plaffey.—Anecdote of Lord CLIVE—
Their Revenues—Government.—Fortunes made
by Individuals—Oppreffion of the Natives.—De-
Jeripion of Carcurra—Fort WiLLiAM.—
Their otber Fortifications and great Stremgth—
Mifunderftanding between the Englifb and Dutch,
—Mifcondus® of a Dutch Direftfor—The Dutch
Fattory.— Their Government.— Direfor — Chief of
Cossims Az AR.—Head- Adminiftrator.— Superin-
tendent in the Cloth-room.—Chief of the Military.
—Firft Wareboufekeeper— Fifcal, or Sheriff—
Comptroller of Equipment.— Difpenfier, er Pur-
veyor.—Secretary.—Caouncil of Fuftice,

F{)UR European nations have eftablithed
themfelves here, for the purpofes of com-
merce ; namely, the Englith, the Durch,
the French, and the Danes. The Eaft-In-
dia Company of Offend, had formerly a fac-
tory here, about two Dutch miles below
our’s, on the eaftern bank of the Ganges,
at a place called Bankibazar, but which,

after
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after a long fiege, having been taken by the
Moors, in 1738, or 1739%, the Oftend Com-
pany were obliged to abandon the trade of
Bengal.

Of the four abovementioned European
nations, the Englith are, at prefent, the
principal ; being, fince their viftories over
the armies of the nabob, and the great
Mogul, in a great meafure, territorial {ove-
reigns of the country : and they make ufe of
their power, in this refped, to circumferibe,
at pleafure, the trade of other nations,

Although they eftablithed a commercial
intercourfe with this country, at an early
period, they made but an infignificant figure,
in comparifon with us, before the years
1755 and 1756, when their trade, after
having been brought to the brink of deftruc-
tion, rome, hke u phoznix, out of irs athes;
and their Company have fince arrived at a
pitch of power and profperity in the weftern
parts of India, equal ro that of our’s in the
caftern.  This great change proceeded from
a very trifling circumftance, and one that
feenied, on the contrary, to threaten their
entire ruin.

*# This happened in the year 1748, T,
In
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In the year 1756, the nabob of Cofim-
bazar, or viceroy of Bengal, defiring to have
fome European goods, fent one of his
officers, for that purpofe, to the chief fettle-
ment of the Englith at Caleutta. The go-
vernor at that time, who was a man of a
brutal and infolent difpofition, inftzad of
complying with the defire of the nabob,
having fome real, or imaginary, motives
for diffatisfaction, had the envoy {feized,
tied to a ftake, and flogged, fending him
back to his mafter, without the things he

came for *.
This,

* The tranfattion upon which this mifreprefentation is
founded, happened in the following manner: —Sumajan
Dowran, the new nabob of Bemgal, ane or two days after
his acceffion, in the beginning of Aprii, 1756, wrote a letter
to the prefident of Calrutta, ordering him to deliver up a man
who had taken refuge with the Englith from the known ty-
rannical difpofition of the nabob, with his treafures. The
bearer of this letter, came in a fmall boat, and landed in the
difguife of a common pedlar. He immediately proceeded to
the houfe of OMicuUXD, a native merchant, who was ftrong~
Jy fufpeted of intriguing with the nabob, againft the Englith,
OuicausD, as the governor, Mr. Drage, was abfent, in-
troduced him to Mr. Horwkrr, a member of the counci',
who fuperintended the police of the town., The governor re-
turning the next day, fummoned a council, of whicl_l the
poajority being prepoffefied againft Omicuuxp, concluded

that
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This, as may eafily be conceived, fo much
incenfed the nabob, that he immediately

that the meffenger was an engine prepared by himfelf to alarm
them, and reftore his own importance ; the council refolved
that both the meflenger and his letter were too fufpicious to be
received ; and the fervants who were ordered to bid him de-
part, turned him out of the faory, and off the fhore, with in=
folence and derifion. It was not this circumftance alone
that induced Surajan Dowran to attack Calcuita, but other
caufes of more importance ; the determined difpofition of the
tyrant from the beginning to moleft the Englifh ; the machi-
nations of the French ar his court ; and oftenfibly, a letter
written by Mr. Draxe, in anfwer to one from the nabob,
fignifying that he had been informed the Englith were build-
ing 2 wall, and digging a large dicch round Caleurte, and
ordering him immediately to defift, and to defiroy all the
works which might have been added 1o the fortifications; in
his reply, the governor, perhaps imprudently, wrote, * that
* the nabob had been mifinformed by thofe who had repre-
# fented to him that te Englith were building a wall, and
® digging a ditch round the town i thatin the late war between
“ England and France, the French had attacked and taken
“ the town of Madra:, contrary to the neutrality which it
® was expefied would have bren preferved in the Mogul's
“ dominions ; and that there being ar prefent great appearance
“ of another war between the two nations, the Englifh appre-
¢ hended that the French would aét in the fame manner in
¢ Bengal: to prevent which, they were repairing their line of
# guns on the bank of the river.” It was upon receipt of
this letter, on the 17th of May, at Rajamabel, that the nabob in-
flantly ordered his army to march back 1o Coffdazar, where
the Enplith faftoryjfurrendered to him nn the 4th of June; and
on the 3oth following, Calrstta was taken, T

marched



(235 13

marched with a body of troops, againft Cal-
¢utta, took and plundered the place, and put
to death feveral of the Englith, who had
not been able to elcape to their thips. From
this beginning, proceeded the war, which
the Englifh afterwards waged with fo much
fuccefs, that they penetrated even as far as
Debly, the capital city of the great Mogul,
made themfelves mafters of his perfon, and
rendered a great part of this powerful em-
pire, tributary to them ; more efpecially the
kingdoms of Bengal and Babar, where they
are now abfolute {overeigns *.

The moft important viGtory which they
obtained, was that of Plaffey, which decided
the fate of thefe regions, and in which battle
they were forced to combat an army of fif-
ty thoufand men, commanded by the vizier
of the Mogul empire, Surajas DowLan,
with fcarcely five hundred Europeans, and
a fmall number of fipabis. As there remain-
ed no alternative for this little body of men,

* Perhaps the only apology to be offered for the conquefts
of thee Englith in Bewg.d, is that of MarmoxTEL for the
Spaniards in Pers; pour remomcer & la conguéie il et fallu xne
JSogeffe que les pemples w'omt jamais enes, IS que les rois ont rares
ment. T,

than
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than to conquer or die, they fought with the
intrepidity of defpair, and obtained a com-
plete victory *.

General Crive, who fhould have been
the leader of the Englifh troops in this bat=
tle, left the command to Colonel CooTe,
and remained hid in his palankeen, during
the combat, out of the reach of the fhot,
and did not make his appearance before the
cnemy were put to flight. Several Englifh
officers, who were prefent at the battle, re-
lated ‘this anecdote to me .

Of

* The batle of Plafey was fought on the a4th of June,
17573 the army of the nabob confifted of abour 50,000 foor,
18,000 horfle, and 43 picces of cannon.  The numbers of the
little body oppofed to this multitude, were goo Europeans, of
whom 1oo were artillery-men, and 5o failors, and 2100 fepoys,
with eight fieldpieces, and two howitzers. T.

1+ This imprabable tale, which has been told in various
ways, owes its origin to the following circumftance, whichoe-
curred during the cannonade preceding the rout, and is related
by Mr. Orwm, in giving a circumftantial account of this battle,
in his Hiffory of Military Tranfaions in Indofiam, vol. ii. page
175, in thefe words :—* About two o'clock, the enemy ceafed
¢ the cannonade, and were perceived yoking the trains of
£ oxento their artiliery, and as foon as thefe were in motion,
 theirwhol= army turned, and proceeded towards their camp,
“ But Sinfray” (the commander of about go Frenchmen),
% with his party and fieldpieces, fill maintained his poft at the
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Of the immenfe annual revenue, which
they draw from thefe wealthy provinces,
they pay twenty-five lacks of rupees to the
Mogul and nabob, and retain the remainder,
which amounts to more than as much again,

for themfelves *. A great part hereof, how-

“ tank; this was a good flation to cannonade the enemy
* from, during their retreat; and Msjor Kilpatrick advanced
“ with two companies of the battallion, and two Scldpicces,
“ towards the tank, and fent information of his intention, and
‘ the reafon of it, to his commander, who chanced at this
 time to be lying down in the hunting-houfe” (a feat of the
nabob, clofe to the field of baule). “ Some fay he was
“ afleep ; which is not improbable, confidering his exertions
¢ during the preceding day and night; but this is no imputa-
“ tion either againft his coarags o condudt. St tarting up, he

* ran immediately to the detachment, reprimanded Kilpatrick
i {harp]y for afling without his orders; aud then proceeded
* himfclf with the detachment to the tank, which Sinfray

“ abandoned, and retreated to the redoubts of the intrench-
““ ment.” This was followed by the moft intrepid 2nd aétive
exertions of Colonel Crive, and a moft decifive and impor-
tant viftory, by which the whale of the enemy’s camp, their
artillery, elephants, &c. fell into the hands of the Euglifh, who
loft no more than about 20 Europeans, and 5z fepoys, killed
and wounded. T,

* The revenues of Dengal, and the advantages refulting to
the Company and the country from our acquifitions there, are
topics, on which much has been written, more has been faid,
and but very little underfiood. From one and a haif 1o
two millions pounds fterling, is probably the neareft calcu-

lation
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ever, if not the whole, is abforbed by the
expences of their military eftablithment,
which is a very ftrong one. In the year
1770, they had about four thoufand Euro-
pean foldiers, and thirty-five, or forty thou-
fand, fipabis, in pay.

Although they are, in fa&, fovereigns of
the country, and receive the revenues arifing
from it, they are, however, wife enough not
to fhew this openly. The Mogul retains a
thadow of authority, and the land is govern-
ed, as before, in his name, by a nabob, who
is, however, appointed by the Englifh, and
dares not undertake any thing without their
knowledge. For the purpofe of keeping him
under their controul, one of the members of
their government, the fecond in the council
of Calcutta, is always near his perfon, and
prefides in his council. By this means, no
meafures are adopted by the nabob, but fuch
as are confonant with the views of the coun-
cil of Calcutta. The gentleman who fills
this important office, is called the refident
at the Dauréder, by which is underftood the

lation of the nett receipts of the Company, which are employ-
edin the China-trade, and in invefiments in piecegoods to this
country. T

Moorith
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Moorith council, and his influence and au-
thority are fo great, that the title of nabob,
or viceroy, ought rather to be given to him,
than to the nominal nabob ; for the latter
1s obliged to wait upon the refident every
morning, to inform him of the occurrences
of the preceding day. He is received with-
out ceremony, and if the refident be occu-
pied, muft wait till he have leifure to afford
an audience.

It may eafily be conceived, how ill this
agrees with the pride of the orientals, who
would not before permit the approach of any
European, but in the moft humble and re-
{pectful manner.

The office of refident at the Durbar, is
not only very honourable, but it is likewife
one of the moft lucrative. Three or four
years’ enjoyment of it, is fufficient for the
accumulation of a princely fortune.

In the year 1767, one of thefe refidents
returned to Europe with a fortune of nine
millions of gilders; which he had obtained
by his dexterous management of affairs,
during the three years which he had filled
this office.

When Lord CrLivE returned to England .

for
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for the Iaft time, he carried away, as it is
faid, a crore of rupees, which is fiftecen mile
lions of gilders.

The yoke of fervitude, which the En glith
have thus impofed upon the Moors, is not
borne very patiently by them. On the con
trary, they would do every thing in their
power, to deliver themfelves from their ty-
rants, if thefe were not fo firmly eftablifhed
here. The only hope which remains for
them, is, that if the land be wholly exhauft-
ed, the Englifh will no more hold the means
of ‘maintaining themfelves in their poifef-
fions. The unfortunate Bengalefe are fiill
worfe off ; they are firft opprefled by the
Moors, and afterwards by the Englith ; and
yet it is their manual labour that has pur=-
chafed all the immenfe riches, which have
been drawn, from time immemorial, both
by their neighbours in Afia, and their
vifitors from Europe, and have fucceflively
fwelled the treafures of the Great Mogul, of
their nabobs, and of the Englith Eaft-India
Company. They work for a mere trifle,
and live frugally upon a little rice, and fome
vegetables. Nothing, or very little of the
fpecic that is imported, goes out of the coun-

T
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try again, as the materials for their manufac-
tures are produced in the land, except fome
capok, which is brought from Surat. Thefe
poor people, who contribute fo much to the
profperity of the country, inftead of being
favoured and encouraged by the Englifh,
are, on the contrary, continually expofed to
the rapacious extortions of their tafkmafters,
and are opprefled in every way, partly by
open violence, and partly by monopolies,
which the Englith have made of all articles
neceflary to life ; the dried cowdung even
not excepted, which thefe poor people ufe
for fuel. But this is not fo much to be
afcribed to the Englith Company, as to their
fervants, who leave no means untried, to
accumulate wealth. They do not trouble
themfelves about the manner of obtaining
it; fo they do but fpeedily amafs the riches
they are in fearch of. Inftead of preventing
thefe monopolies, which were, in a great
meafure, the caufe of the fcarcity of provi-
fions which was felt in the fpring of 1770,
the Englith government at Calecutta, fuffer
them to exift unnoticed and unremedied ;
and it has, in confequence, not been im-

probably
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probably fufpefted, that they are themfelves

conicerned in thefe iniquitous tranfaétions.

The government of this prefidency, con-
fifts of, a governor, who is entirely inde-
pendent of thofe at Madras and Bombay, and
ten members of the council, the fecond of
whom, who is the refident at the Durbar,
feldlom affifts at their deliberations. The
general, or chief, of the military, is the third
in rank ; he is independent of the governor,
and is only amenable to the council. The
fourth member, is the fecond in the fuperin-
tendence of the police at Calewtfa; and
others have each equally a particular {epa-
rate office.

The governor does not poffefs near fo
much authority and power, as the Dutch
governors, or direétors, exercife in their go-
vernments. Nor is the fubordination half
fo fri&t in the Englith fettlements, as in
our’s. The fervants of the Englith Com-
pany have likewife the advantage, that they
are fure, in cafes of vacancy, to be promoted
in rank, according to the number of years
they have been in the fervice. Promotions
do not depend, as is the cafe with our Com-
pany, upon the favour of the chiefs, where-

by,
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by, with us, it frequently happens, that de-
ferving men, who have ferved the Company
for many years, with diligence and honour,
are paffed over without notice, for want of
influence, and of friends.

Calcutta, or Coulicatta, as it is called by
the Moors, is the capital of the Englith in
Bengal ; although unwalled, it may juftly
deferve the name of a city, from its extent
and numerous buildings *.

It lies on the eaftern bank of the Ganges,
about thirteen Dutch miles below Chinfirab,
and nearly thirty from the mouth of the
river at Ingellce.

The Ganges is here full as broad as before
our faftory, but it is much deeper, and na-
vigable at all times for large fea-thips. All
their thips lie before the town, anchored
clofe to the fhore, which is very fteep, owing
to the rapid currents running in the middle
of the river ; and the number of vellels {feen
here continually paffing and repafiing from
all parts of India, give Calcutta the appear-

* In Holland, every place that is not fortified, or walled
ronnd, is called a village ; hence the ridiculous affertion fo
frequently to be met with, that the Hague is the largeft village
in Europe ; it is, in faft, a large and flourithing town ; Losdm
might, in the fame manner, be called a village, 7T,

ance
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ance of what it really is, a place of great
wealth and commerce.

The buildings of the place extend full
three miles along the river, and about half
as much in breadth from it. There are
many large and handfome edifices among
them, which do not add a little to the beauty
of the town. They would have a better
effeét, if they were built as regularly as at
Bataviz ; but little {ymmetry or order has
been obferved in laying out the ftreets.

In the middle of the city, a large open
place has been left, in which thereis a great
tank or refervoir, covering upwards of
twenty-five acres of ground. It was dug by
order of the government, to provide the in-
habitants of Caleutta with water, as in the
dry feafon the water of the Ganges becomes
brackifh by the influx of the tide, while
that in the tank is, on the contrary, very
fweet and pleafant. The number of fprings
which it contains, make the water in it
always nearly at the fame level. It is railed
round, no one may wath in it, but all
are at liberty to take as much water from
it as they like.

Near this tank, is a ftone monument,

erccted



[ 495 ]

erefted in memory of thirty Englith pri-
foners, both men and women, who, when
Calcutta was taken by the nabob Surajam
Dowran, were thut up in a narrow prifon,

without any refrethment, and fuffocated for
want of freth air %,

A ictle farther is the courthoufe, over
which are two handfome ailembly-rooms.
In one of thefe are hung up the portraits of
the king of France, and of the late queen,
as large as life, which were brought by the
Englifh from Chandernagore, when they took
that place, in the laft war.

* The reader need [carcely be informed, that this mutilated
account relates ro the well-known tragic event, at the reduc-
tion of Caleutta, of the fuffocation of 123, out of 146 Englifh
prifoners, in the dlact bole prifin. The fcene of this horrid
tranfaétion has become proverbial among Englifhmen fora
place of infufferable torment, and together with the inhuman
tyrant, Suxajan Dowras, by whofe order our countrymea
were devoted to this cruel death, both

damned to everlafting fame,

cannot be mentioned but with execration and horror. The
monument, which was erefted by Mr. HorwerL, one of the
few furvivors, and whofe narrative of his fufferings is in every
body’s hands, is a handfome obelifk, about fifty feet high, in-
feribed with the names of the perfons who died in the black-
hole, and whofe bodies were promifcuoufly thrown, the next
morning, into the difch of the fort. 7.

Clofe.
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Clofe to the courthoufe, ftands a theatre,
where plays are fometimes performed by
amateurs,

Higher up, is an Armenian church, which
is a large and noble building, provided with
a handfome fteeple.

There was not, when I was there, any
Englifh church ; but preparations were mak-
ing for building one, and the neceflary mate-
rials had been colleéted.

On the fide of the open place, before
mentioned, between it and the river, is the
old fort, of which nothing remains at prefent
but the walls,

The new fort, which is called Fort #il-
fiam, and whence all the letters and refolu-
tions of the prefidency are dated, is fituated
about a quarter of an hour’s walk from the
city, by the fide of the Ganges, in an exten-
five plain. It was begun to be built in the
year 1757, when the Englith had regained
polleffion of Calcutta. It isa regular pen-
tagen, with feveral outworks. The ram-
parts are built of brick, half way up,
finithed with clay, and faced with gazons.
Both the bedy of the fortrefs and the out-
works, are furrounded by a wet ditch, which

hag
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has a {fmall cunette, of fix or feven feet deep,
in the middle. The water from the Ganges,
can be let into the moat, to the height
of eight feet, by means of floodgates,
of which there are two to each outwork,
conftruéted in fuch a manner, that if an
enemy be mafters of one, they cannot pre-
vent, both the main ditch, and thofe of the
other outworks, from retaining their water.

If all the works were mounted with can-
non, there would be room for fix hundred
pieces of artillery.

There are bombproof barracks built
within the fort, for ten thoufand men.
Permiffion has likewife been given to every
inhabitant of Calcutta, to build, if he choofe
it, a houfe in the fort, provided it be equally
bombproof ; but in the year 1770, no one
had yet felt any inclination to avail of this
privilege.

All the works are guarded by mines and
countermines. No thip can pafs up or
down the Ganges without being expofed to
the fire of this fort. No enemy can ap-
proach by land, without being difcerned at
three or four leagues’ diftance.

The plan of this fortification was made by,

an
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an engineer, of the name of Boyer, who,
for fome reafon of difcontent, left the Englifh
fervice, and entered into that of our Com-
pany. Another engineer was afterwards
fent out from England, to finifh it.

Clofe to the fort, the Englith were about
digging a dry dock, which will be the only
one which the Europeans have in India.

They were likewife bufy in conftructing
two batteries of heavy cannon, on the banks
of the river, about two leagues below Cal-
€utta, one on each fide. I was alfo told, that
they intended to ereét one, at the confluence
of the O/d Ganges with Hougly river, in order
to be wholly mafters of the navigation of the
Ganges.

This nation have thus fo firmly rooted
themfelves in Bengal, that, treachery ex-
cepted, they have little to fear from an
Eurcpean enemy, efpecially as they can en-
tirely command the paffage up and down the
river.

It they ever lofe their power here, their
fall will, in all probability, proceed from the
heavy experices, which they fuftain, in keep-
ing up fo important a military eftablithment,
and which they cannot do without, in order

to
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to keep the natives in fubjeftion, and prevent
infurretions. By this means, however, they
will, in time, exhauft the refources of the
country, which appears the more likely, if we
further take into confideration the extortions
of their fervants.

Since the unfortunate iffue of our expe-
dition to Bengal, in 1759, the reputation of
our countrymen has been on the decline; and
we are obliged to be not a little dependent
upon the Englith, with refpeét to the piece-
goods wanted for our cargoes, both for Ba-
tavia,and for Holland. In the beginning of the
government of the dire¢tor V—, in the year
1765, or 1766, when Lord CL1ve was ftill in
Bengal, every thing feemed to take a friendly
afpet,andarra ngementsrefpeftingtrade were
about to be made, to mutual fatisfaction and
advantage. Both thefe gentlemen came to
an agreement, that all the aurungs, or weav-
ing manufactories, in Benga/, thould be num-
bered, in order that a repartition might af-
terwards be made of fo many aurungs to each
nation, fer the purpofe of weaving the goods
they wanted ; and two commiflaries were
appointed, to this end, refpeciively, by the
Englifh, the Dutch, and the French, to go

through
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through the whole country, and afcertain the
number of manufaétories. From our fettle-
ment, the firft warehoufckeeper, Ross, and
2 bookkeeper, were deputed for this purpofe.

But thefe excellent arrangements were all
broken, by the departure of Lord Crive
from Bengal; his lordfhip was fucceeded by
Mr. VerersT, with whom the diretor
A% thortly afterwards fell out, and their
difagreement was carried to that point, that:
upon paying the cuftomary annual national
vifit to Calcutta, Mr, V. was treated in
a moft improper and humiliating manner ;
whence, in-the end, o great a breach arofe
between thefe two chiefs, that the above
arrangements were, much to our prejudice,
entirely fet afide.

The Englith had equally, on their fides,
much reafon to be difcontented with Mr.
Vv » as he had ufed his utmoft endea-
vours to favour the French in all things,
notwithftanding they had no power to ren-
der our Company any fervice, or even to
help themfelves ; and the Englith were
much hurt at this condu&, efpecially at
Mr. V s felling all the japan copper,
which the Dutch fhips brought to Bengal,

to
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to the French, without allowing them the
opportunity of purchafing a fingle po' nd,
for a confiderable time, although they offered
a higher price than was obtained from the
French.

This was evidently, not only unfriendly,
but wholly incompatible with the interefts
of the Company ; which appears the more
ftrongly, if we confider that, upon the leaft
difference with the Moors, the council at
Hougly were obliged to have recourfe to the
mediation and protection of the government
at Calcutta, as was the cafe, two or three
times, while I was in Bengal.

The Dutch began to trade in Bengal, as
early as the commencement of the laft' cen-
tury ; they were always the firft in opu-
lence and importance, till the Englith be-
came the rulers of the country, in the laft
revolution ; and perhaps they would ftill
have been fo, had the well planned, but
badly executed attempt, made, as before-
mentioned, during the adminiftration of the
governor general MossgtL, in 1759, {ucceed-

ed to our withes *,

Our
* The expedition alluded to, though formally difavowed
#y the Dutch government, upon its nor fucceeding, is here

pretty
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Our fa&cry te e, is fubordinate to the go-
vernment at Bargvia, and receives orders
from that place refpeing the management
of the trade. It is from Batavia, likewife,
that all vacancies are filled up ; the coun-
cil of Hougly can only appoint ad interim ;
but the confirmation muft come from the
metropolis of India.

Orders and letters are, however, received
at Chinfurab direét from Hbofland, whither,
likewife, advices are annually difpatched.

The government confifts of a diretor,
and feven members, five of whom have
concluding voices, and the other two may
only advife, but not vote. There is, befides,
a chief at Cofimbazar.

The direftor, who has, of courfe, the chief

pretty clearly acknowledged to have been intended, for the
purpoleof depriving the Englith, of their fuperiority in Bengal.
They fent feven fhips, three of thirry-fix guns, thrce of twenty-
fix, and one of fixteen, with about 1,100 European and Malay
troops, from Batavia; who attempting to pafs up the Ganges
to Chinfurab, the feven Dutch fhips were fought and captured
by three Engiilh armed Indiamen, and the Iroaps were en-
coumered, and rotally defeated by Colonel Forp, with 500
men. They pretended that thefe forces, were intended to
reinforce their ferilements, on the coaft of Corcmandel, but had
been obliged to put into the Ganges. T,

authority
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authority over the commerce, and the pof:
feflions of the Company, is ftyled, tbe bo-
nourable Direflor of the Company's important
trade in the kingdoms of Bengal, Babar, and
Orixa.

He is obliged, by his inftruétions, to fub-
mit all matters, which are of any import-
ance, to the confideration of the counecil,
and to come to a conclufion on the fubjeét,
by a majority of votes. But it feldom hap-
pens, that a refolution of council, is taken
contrary to his inclination, for all the mem
bers are dependent upon him, with refpect
to the profits of their offices, as is the cafe
throughout all India, both at the out-
fattories, and at Batavia, to the great detri-
ment of the Company.

The emoluments attached to his office,
amount to large{ums ; for, befides a certain
per centage, allowed on the fale of all goods
which are imported *, there are numerous

* Five per cent upon the fale of goods imported, is divided,
two-thirds to the direftor, and one.third to the fecond in
command ; and five per ceat is allowed on the purchafe of
opium, and divided, two-fifths to the direftor, onc-fifth to the
chief adminiftrator, three-tenths 1o the chief at Parna, and
enc-tenth 1o the fecond in comm:nd there. 7.

other
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other means of accumulating money, ef=
pecially by his baving large fums at his dif-
pofal, and being confequently enabled tomake
an immenfe profit by the employment of
them ; fo that it is impoffible for any one,
not even thofe who fill the firft offices in
the adminiftration, to know what the direc-
tor annually gains, which muft be an im-
menfe amount, without taking into con-
fideration his enormous expenditure. Mr.
v aflured me, that he wanted no lefs
than thirty-five thoufand rupeesa year, for
his houfhold expences ; and this is but little,
in comparifon with fome of his predecefors,
and of the Englith governor at Calcutta,who
fpends more than one hundred thoufand ru-
pees, by his own account, and that of feve-
ral of the Englith, who confirmed it to me.
The direttor is the only perfon, in the Com-
pany’s {ervice, who is allowed to be carried
in a palankeen fitting upon a chair; even
the diretor who is appointed to fucceed an-
other, cannot do this, as long the govern-
ment is in the hands of the other. Mili-
tary honours are fhewn to him at the gate
of the fort. Six or eight chubdars, or as many
as he pleafes, together with other attendants,

both
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both peons * and other fervants, run before
him. When he is carried, or rides through
the town, the natives are obliged, at fome
places, to play upon their inftruments of
mufic, clarions and drums. Chubdars are
Moorifh fervants, who are employed to carry
meflages, and for ftate ; they carry a long
ftaff in their hand, which is entirely covered
with filver, with which they go before the
palankeens of the dire€tor, and of the two
members of the council next in rank; but
the latter are allowed no more than two
chubdars, and their ftaves may only be half
plated with filver.

The fecond perfon in the direétion is the
chief at Cofimhazar. He has th: rank of
fenior merchant, and the management and
controul of the fattory there, or rather at
Calcapore, which is not far off. The Com-
pany’s refidents at the Mint, in Moorfbedabad,
where the filver is recoined, in the name of
the emperor, are under him. He has a de-
tachment of twenty-four men at his factory.

# Peonr are properly foor-foldiers, armed with a fword and
target. Footmen, armed in the fame manner, are likewife
afed for ftate, and to run before the palankeens. 7.

The
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The third perfon of the council, is the
chief adminiftrator. He has equally the
rank of {enior merchant, and is treated with
the fame refpec as the chief at Cofimbazar,
whofe place in the council, when he is abfent,
is fupplied by the former, as fecond in rank.at
the chief fettlement, where he always re-
mains. Every thing regarding commerce,
and the warehoufes, is eatrufted to this of-
ficer, {ubjeé& to the fuperior controul of the
dire&or.

A member of the council is likewife fu-
perintendant in the cloth-room, or walk, as
it is called, which is the place where the
Company’s piecegoods are received from the
Indian merchans, examined, afforted, and
difpatched.

The affortment is made into four differ-
ent claffes, from beft to bad, under the de-
nominations of due/, doom, feer, and Sirty,
and the examination and atteftation of them,
is done by the council, together with the
director.

This office is one of the moft profitable
i the direftion, when the Company take
many goods. It is reckoned equal to that of
a merchant.

The
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The fuperintendant has a fecond under
him, with the rank of junior merchant, to-
gether with three others, who are book-
xeepers or affiftants, and have the diretion
of the packing of the goods. He has likewife
feveral banyans, who poflels more know-
ledge than all the reft, and by whom moft
of the bufinefs is done, although the others,
and the council, have the name of it.

Their emoluments are divided in the fol-
lowing manner.—Oue rupee or thirty flivers,
is allowed on the value of every hundred
rupees purchafed by the Company. Of this,
eight ftivers are given to the head admini-
ftrator, eleven to the fuperintendant in the
cloth-room, fix to his fecond, two and a half
to the firit packer, one and a half to the
fecond, and one to the third, making, toge-
ther, thirty ftivers, or one rupee.

The captain, or chief, of the military is
alfo a member of the council; but he has
no vote, and can only give his opinion. He
has the rank of fenior merchant, and follows
immediately upon the head adminiftrator.
His income is fmall, and fcarcely fufficient
for his {ubfiftence.

The firt warchoufekeeper, who is at the

fame
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fame time commercial bookkeeper, has the
rank of merchant. All merchandize which
are received into, or delivered out of, the
warchoufes, by order of the head adminiftra-
tor, are under his management ; as likewife
the books that relate to trade.

The fifcal, or theriff, who is, at the fame
time, mayor of the town, has the rank of
merchant, as long as he is in that ftation,
though he has only the pay and allowance of
junior merchant.

As fifcal, he muft take care that the Com-
pany’s dues are not defrauded by the private
trade of their fervants, and as mayor, he
determines all trifling difputes which arife
among the natives, who live within the
Company’s limits. He punifhes the offences
which they commit, by flogging at a frake,
or he impofes fines upon the offenders ;
which Jaft is, in fa&, what is moft fre-
quently done, and hence his poft becomes
one of the chiefeft and moft lucrative of the
fettlement. Many inftances were related
to me, at Chinfurab, of extortions practifed
by fifcals, which almoft exceed belief, They
make the wealthy banyans pay'twenty or
thirty thoufand rupees, for the flighteft fault,

and
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and if they do not provide the money foon
enough, they are tied up, and whipped, till it
is brought. He is called jemaufdaar by the
natives, which is as much as mayor, or com-
mandant.

His emoluments, as fifcal, are five per cent
upon all goods, which are imported by pri-
vate individuals, above the privileged ton-
nage, allowed by the Company to their
fhips’ officers, and five per cent on all goods
exported in private trade, whether privileged
or not *.

Upon an average he can make more than
four thoufand rupees by every thip; and as fix
thips come'and go, in general, every year,
his income, on this fcore, amounts to twenty-
four thoufand rupees.

The Indians ftand, perhaps, more in awe
of the fifcal, on account of his office, than of
the direétor himfelf: and when he goes
through the town, mufic is equally played in
his honour as he paffes, as well as for the
director.

The comptroller of equipment has alfo a

* One-half of the contraband goods which he feizes, is

likewife the property of the fifcal, out of which, however, he
muft fatisfy the informers. 7.

feat
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feat in the council, but, as well as the coms
mander of the military, he may only deliver
his fentiments, but has no vote. If he be a
fhip’s captain, he has the rank of merchant.
His office 1s alfo none of the wortt.

The difpenfier, or purveyor in the
Company's provifion-warehoufes, has the
rank of junior merchant, and is invoice=
keeper.

A fecretary is added to the council, who
35 generally, at the fame time, cafthier. The
latter office brings him in great profits, when
he has any fums of confideration under his
care, which is always the cafe, if he be on
good terms with the dire@or. He places
this money, at an exorbitant intereft, among
the Indians. The fecretary who was in of-
fice when 1 was there, had the rank of book-
keeper, though it is otherwife an office gene-
fally filled by a junior merchant.

Befides this civil council, there is a coun-
cil of juftice, of which the head admini-
ftrator is prefident. They pafs fentences of
death, fubject to the confirmation of the go-
vernment at Bafavia, but they are not al-
lowed by the Moorifth government to carry
them into execution, except within the walls

of
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of the Company’s lodge, or on board of their
fhips.

Whoever has the rank of junior merchant,
or higher, muft be fent to Batavia, with the
papers relative to the profecution againft him,
notwithftanding fentence of death may have
been pronounced upon him, by the council of
juftice here ; as was the cafe, in the year
1766, with Captain VAN per Linpew,
commanding the thip Kattendyk, and his firft
lieutenant, WELGEVAREN.

The other members of the council of juf-
tice, are junior merchants, and there are two
military officers among them. Their office
is of little importance, or advantage,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VI,

Thbe Company's Poffeffons in BENGAL.—CHINSU-
RAH.—Buildings.— Markets.—Foufes —Church.
—Houfe called Welgeleegen, and Gardens—The
Company’s Ledge, or Fort GusTAvVUSs. —
Cempany’s Garden. — Church-yard.— Batlery.—
Freemafon’s Lodge. — HoueLy. — Faflory at
Patsa.—Fafory at Dacca—BERNAGORE—
Eftablifbment of the Company.

THE territorial property of the Company
in Bengal, is confined to the towns, or vil-
lages, of Chinfurab and Bernagore. Thefe
were obtained by gift, or rather by purchafe,
from the Moorifh government.

They have, further, their lodges or faéto-
ries at Calcapore near Coffimbazar, at Patna,
and at Dacca; and they have likewife a
guard of natives at Ballafore. They had
formerly a faQory at Malda, for the filk-
trade; but this has been abandoned for fe-
veral years,

Clinfurab, known in the records and pa-
pers of the Company, by the name of Hougly,

hes
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lies on the weftern bank of the Ganges, full
forty leagues from its mouth at Ingellee,
and about ninety from Patna. It is partly
built along the river, and requires full
three quarters of an hour to walk round
it. On the landfide, it is clofed by ftrong
barrier-gates. Within, it is built very ir-
regularly. Tt has many markets, which are
here called dazars, at which all kinds of
goods, and efpecially provifions, are fold ;
the bazar of the money-changers, which is
a long and broad fireet, is the handfomeft.

The principal houfes are built of brick,
with terrace-roofs, in the Moorifh fiyle.
They are but of one ftory, and are whitened
on the outfide with lime, which gives them
an elegant appearance.

As little wood as poffible is ufed* in build-
ing, on account of the white ants, which en-
tirely deftroy the infide of the wood, in a
very few years. Thefe infeéts are for-
midable from the immenfity of their num-
bers. They eat away the ends of the
beams which are inferted -in the ma-
fonry, fo that they fometimes fall down,
without fhewing any previous figns of de=
cay ; for no marks of the depredations of

the
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the ants appear on the outfide. Nothing
that has hitherto been tried to counteraé
this evil, has been found of any avail.

Glafs windows are not known here.
Frames of twifted cane, are made ufe of in
their ftead. Glafs would be very uncom-
fortable in the great heats, which prevail
for cight or nine months in the year.
When the winds from the north, in De-
¢ember and January, blow hard, the win-
dows and doors which open to that quar-
ter are thut, and thofe which look to the
fouth ftand open. The apartments are
roomy, airy, and provided on the fouth fide
with galleries, or porticos, refting upon pil-
lars.

The terrace-roofs, and the floors of the
rooms, are laid with fine pulverized ftenes,
which they call zurkee ; thefe are mixed up
with limewater, and _an inferior kind of
molaffes, and in a fhort time grow as hard,
and as fmooth, as if the whole was one large
ftone. The inhabitants take the evening
air upon their terraces, and fometimes pals
a part of the night upon them, in company
with their friends.

The houfes, or rather the huts, of the

poor
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poor Bengalefe, are moftly made of mud and
ftraw, and receive their light through the
entrance.

Chinfurab has a handfome little church,
with a fteeple. The firft was built by the
dire@or SicuTeErMAaN, and the laft was
added by Mr. VErner. There is no re-
gular clergyman belonging to this church,
but fervice is performed by a ziekentroofier®,
who reads a fermon, on Sunday morning.
When any children are to be baptized, the
Englith chrgjrmari from Calcutta is fent
for, who is liberally paid for his trouble, by
the parents.

Mr. SicHTERMAN erefled a very hand-
fome building, not far from the church, to
which he gave the name of Welgeleegen
(well fituated). It lies clofe to the Ganges,
and a gallery, with a double row of pillars,
projels over the water, above which is an
elegant terrace and balcony, which com-
mands the fineft profpet at Chinfurab; on
one fide the view extends as far as Chan-

% A zictemtrogfler is a perfon not in orders, who officiates
as chaplain on board of fhips, reading prayers, and attending
the fick when at the point of death; from this laft fun&ion,
he is called mickensroofer, or literally, a comforter of the fict, 7.

dernagore,
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der'nagore, and on the other beyond Bandel.
The gardens which are adjoining to this
building, are delightfully fhady and plea-
fant,

The Company’s lodge, which bears the
name of Fort Guflavus, is conftruéled in a
large open place, about five hundred, or
five hundred and fifty, feet from the river.
It is an oblong fquare ; the longeft fides,
which are oppofite to north and fouth, are
about fix hundred and fixty feet in length;
the fhorteft, about the half, It was built
n the year 1656, as appears by the date
over the landgate. The walls are of ftone,
about fifteen feet high; but they are, at
prefent, in fuch a ruinous condition, that
it would be dangerous to difcharge the can-
non which are mounted upon them. With-
in, are the Company’s warehoufes, and the
houfe of the dire@or. which is the only
thing worth feeing. There are three gates,
one by the river, one on the landfide, to the
north, and another to the fouth ; this laft
lzads to what is called the Company’s ' gar-
den, in which there is neither a bufh, nor a
blade of grafs.

To the weftward of the lodge, there was

formerly
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formerly a burying-ground, which was
adorned with many handfome tombs, and
graveftones. But thefe were all deftroyed
under the government of the dire€tor Ta1L-
LEFERT, except the monument of the di-
re€tor Hursman,which was transformed into
a powder-magazine. The reft was made
into a level plain, and the buryingplace
was removed to another part of the town,
where now every grave has an upright tomb-
ftone upon it.

A battery of one-and-twenty pieces of
cannon, is thrown up, by the riverfide, for
the purpofe of firing falutes.

Something more than a quarter of an
hout'’s walk out of Chinfurab, towards Chan-
dernagore, a large and handfome houfe ‘was
erefted, during the direftion of Mr. Vegr-
NET, as a lodge for the free-mafons, which
was completed and inaugurated while I
was there. This feftivity concluded in the
evening with a magnificent firework and ball,
at which the chief Englith and French ladies
and gentlemen were equally prefent.

This building, to which the name of
Concordia was given, coft thirty thoufand
rupees, and the money was defrayed out of

the
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the private purfes of the members of the
council of Hougly. On the above occafion,
the ladies, whofe hufbands belonged to the
fraternity, wore the infignia of the order,
hanging by a blue or red ribbon over the
left fhoulder. They are very fond of thew-
ing themfelves with this decoration, and the
women, whofe hufbands have not been ini-
tiated, urge them very much to be fo.

Hougly, which lends its name to Chinfii-
rab, is a Moorifh fort, a fhort half an hour’s
walk higherup. Itis not very defenfible, and
has little worthy of obfervation within it,
except the houfe of the faufdar, and the fta-
bles for his elephants.

The fattory which the Company have at
Patna, in the province of Babar, 1s efta-
blithed for the purchafe of faltpetre, and of
opium. The chief there, who has the rank
of merchant, and has a junior merchant un-
der him, is entitled to affift at the delibera-
tions of the council of Hougly, when he
happens to be at Chinfurab. This office is
efteemed the moft lucrative, next to that of
the dire&or.

The faétory at Dacca, was formerly of
very little confideration, but for thefe laft

three
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three years the manufa@ories have again
been profecuted with vigour. The negle@
of them is faid, to have been owing to the
improper management of a direftor, who
had his own private advantage in view, in
fuffering them to be unnoticed by the Com-
pany.

Bernagore is a village which belongs to
the Company, and, as at Chinfurab, the
Dutch flag is hoifted, though they have no
other of their fervants refident here, than
an under-officer of the fifcal. It lies on the
eaftern bank of the Ganges, ten or twelve
leagues below Chinfurah. The -coarfeft
forts of blue handkerchiefs are made here.
The Company have a houfe, not far from
the river, which ferves for the temporary
accommodation of fuch of their fervants, as
land here, in going up or down the river.
Bernagore is famous on account of the great
number of ladies of pleafure, who refide
there, and who pay a monthly recognition
to the fifcal of Chinfurab, for the free exer-
cife of their profeffion.

The troops which the Company main-
tain in Benga/ amount to no more than

one
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one hundred and fifty men, commanded by
a captain, two lieutenants, and an enfign ¥.

* In 1776, and 1777, the whole eftablithment of the Dutch
in Bengal was reduced to the following : wix. fixty-four per-
fons in civil, and two in ecclefiaftical, employments; feven
furgeons and affiftants, ten belonging to the artillery, fixty=
nine feamen and marines, and forty-eight foldiers ; being in al}
300 Europeans. 7,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIIL

Manner of Life of the Europeans—Black Writers.
~—Banyans.—Dom:fics.~The Ladies—~Trade of
#he Company.— Duties paid to the Naboh—Trade
of the Fremch.—Humiliating Conditions impafed
upon them at the laft Peace.~Striffly infifted upon
By the Englyh.—Infiance bereof — Defeription of
CHANDERNAGORE.—Houfe and Gardens of the
Governor —Faélories up the Country.—Danifb
Seitlement at SERAMPORE. — Eaffern Nations
#hat refort to BeNcAL.—Concluding Reflections on
the Siate of the Country and Inbabitants.

EURDPEANS lead, in Bengal, a very eafy
life; the men, who are almoftallin the fervice
of the Company, devote a part of the morning
to attending upon their bufinefs, and thofe
who poffefs any the leaft fortune, keep a
black writer in daily employment, at their
houfes, for which he receives twenty or
twenty-five rupees per month. Thefe black
writers are defcendants of Portuguefe, who
having married native women, their offspring
bave loft the colour of their fathers, and re-
ceived that of their mothers ; but they re-

tau
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tain the religion of the former*. They
write a good.hand, and copy Dutch very
accurately, without underftanding a word of
it. The Europeans are eafed by them, of a
great part of the little work they would
otherwife have to perform. The Europeans
fpend the remainder of their time, cither in
revels, or in fleep, thongh fometimes the
latter can fcarcely be procured during the
exceflive heats.

Befides thefe black writers, moft Euro-
peans have alfo one or two banyans, who
note down all payments and receipts, and
through whofe hands all pccuniary matters
go, as well in buying as in felling, They
ferve, in this capacity, without any fixed pay,
but they know how much more they may
charge upon every rupee, than they have in
reality paid, and this is called coffumadb,

Moorith domeftics are kept for the
menial fervices of the houfe, and peons to
run before the palankeens, and to carry an
umbrella, or parafol, over the head of their
mafter, when he goes out.

Every houfe has likewife a porter, whofe
fole occupation is to anfwer the door; and

# They are what we call Tepafer. T,
one



[ 523 ]

one or two fets of éerras, or palankeen-
bearers, together with a barrymaid, or ma-
farani, who carries out the dirt ; and a great
number of flaves, both male and female.
This mode of life naturally occafions an
enormous expenditure. The leaft in rank
ftahd in need of five or fix thoufand rupees
annually, and even then they muft prattice
cconomy. Moft people fpend twice as
much, although their income does not
amount to more than half of what they
difburfe. The dearnefs of provifions which
are brought from Europe, contributes hereto ;
but p:rhapsthe greateftcaufe may be traced in
theexceffive expence which theladies incur, in
the articles of drefs and appearance. Domeftic
peace and tranquillity muft be purchafed, by
a fhower of jewels, a wardrobe of the riche(t
clothes, and a kingly parade of plate upon
the fideboard; the hufband muft give all
thefe, or, according to a vulgar phrafe,
“ the houfe would be too hot to hold him,”
while the wife never pays the leaft attention
to her domeftic concerns, but fuffers the
whole to depend upon her fervants or flaves.
The women generally rife between eight
and nine o’clock. The forenoon is fpent in

paying
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paying vifits to their friends, or in lolling
upon a fofa, with their arms acrofs. Din-
ner is ready at half paft one; they go to fleep
till half paft four or five ; they then drefs in
form; and the evening and part of the night
1s fpent in company, or at dancing parties,
which are frequent, during the colder feafon.

Both men and women generally drefs
in the Englifh ftyle. The ladies affed, for
coolnefs, to wear no covering on their necks,
and leave none of the beauties of a well-
formed bofom to be gueffed at. They are
friendly and affable towards firangers, and
certainly do not deferve to be called either
coy, or cruel. They are fond of parties of
pleafure, which are frequently made both
upon the delightful banks, and upon the
pleafant waves, of the Ganges. Yet théfe,
and all other amufements, are here pecu-
liarly expenfive.

The commerce of the Company in this
country was formerly very profitable ; but
for fome years back, it has greatly declined,
which is, undoubtedly, in a great meafure,
afcribable to the encreafing influence and
power of the Englith, and their confequent
preponderance in affairs of trade; I fay,

however,



[ 525 ]

however, in a great meafure, becaufe I think
I am pretty well informed, that a want of
fidelity in the Company’s fervants, hasnot a
little contributed to leflen the profits.

The goods which are imported from
Batavia, and which cannot be brought hither
by any other nation than the Dutch, are
fpices, and Japan copper, in bars; this laft
affords the greateft benefit, fince it is an
article that cannot here be difpenfed with.

The profits, however, upon the fale of
thefe and other goods, do not cover one-half
of the expences of the eftablithment, which
amount to full fix tons of gold *,

The

® About 54,500l ferling. This feems to be taken at ran-
dom; for the ftatement of Mosser, in 1755, makes the charges
of the Dutch fettlements in Besgal, amount to f402,500,
about 36,600l. In 1559, however, they were no more than
f-265,517, and the profits upon the merchandize fold were
f-385.150, fo that, inflead of lofing, the Company grined
JS+119,643, or nearly 11,000l. Burt they both maintained, as we
have before feen, a lels extenfive military eftablifiment ; and
in former times, their direftion, in Pemgal, muft have been
flagrantly bad; for we find the following fevere refledtions,
in a letter written many years before from Batavia, among the
papers annexed to the Secret Confiderations on the State of India,
by Mosser : % For a (eries of years, a fucceffion of direftors
% here, have been guilty of the greateft enormities, and the
“ fouleft dithonefly ; they have locked upon the Company's
“ effells
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The lofs of anchors and cables, by the
Company’s fhips, in the Ganges, is cal-
culated

# efefts confided to them, a3 a booty thrown open to their
% depredations ; they have moft fhamefully and arbitrarily
# falfified the invoice-prices ; they have violated, in the moft
& difgraceful manner, all our orders and regulations, with re-
% gard to the purchafe of goods, without paying the leaft at-
% tention to their oaths and duty ; we will not add, that the
i whole of the Company’s profits upq'm the filver, have been
% embezzled, but they have not, for many years, been
% forthcoming.” Ifa reform have fince taken place, we need
not wonder at the great difference above obferved, between
the accounts drawn up by Mosser, and thofe of later years.
The profits upon the piecegoods and raw filk fold in Europe,
are not inconfiderable; in 1778, were fold the wvalue of
foz2,y000,000 in piecegoods, and the value of £ 500,000 in raw
filk, befides two millions pounds weight of [ltpetre; and fif-
teen to twenty per cent is the calculated gain, after deduétion
of the fhips' charges, upon all three articles. If all other
branches were to fail, the opium-trade to Bateviz would be
alone fufficient to render the commerce of the Dutch in Beagal,
a fource of great profit. MosseL calculated the annual gain
upon this article at f.8o,000; but fince his time, the trade
has confiderably flackened, and we may fay, that the advance

upon it, amounts now to no mwore than fig, or f.boo,000.

About Boo boxes, containing 135/, cach, of this drug, go an-

nually from Bemgal to Batavia; they ftand the Company, in-

cluding freight, infurance, and other charges, in about £793
each; and if fold, as in 1783, for £.1383. 3. 0, the advance to

the Company, upon the whcle 800 buxes, will be found to be

J-472,920, befides the duties at Batavia, upon the exportation
to the neighbouring fettlements, which make it amount, as

abovefaid,
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culated to amount to f 30,000 every
year *,

The thip that fails annually from Am/fer-
dam for Bengal, brings iron, cutlery, wool-
lens, and other European goods, which
have a tolerable vent. The Company, like-
wife, gain confiderably upon the filver in
bullion, which is imported, and is recoined
into rupees.

The money which is required for the pur-
pofes of trade every year here, is eftimated
at forty or fifty tons of gold §, the largeft
part of which is deftined for the purchafe of
return cargoes for Europe, and the remainder
for Batavia. Thofe which went to Holland
in the year 1768, amounted, per invoices,
to f.2,649,510. 17. 0, and confifted in piece-
goods, raw filk, and faltpetre for ballaft.

Two or more fhips, which go annually to
“fava, take piecegoods, opium, and faltpetre ;
of the latter article, the largeft part is re-

abovefaid, to between f.5 and f.6oo,co0, or about go,cecl.
fterling.: All the opium is difpofed of to the fociety eftablifhs
ed at Betow a, in 1748, for this trade, of which a particular ac-
count has been given, page 295 of this volume, T,
# About 2,725/, ferling. T.
+ Between 350,000k and 450,000l flerling. T
fhipped
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thipped for Holland ; and gunpowder is ma-
nufatured of the remainder, at Batavia.
Befides the yearly prefents, which are
given to the Moorith government, to the
amount of about ten thoufand gilders, the
Company pay certain duties, to the nabob,
upon all the goods which are either carried
up the river from Hougly, or are received
there from above. Much mifunderftanding
arofe, in O¢tober, 1769, from the non-pay-
ment of thefe dues, which was of great pre-
judice to the Company, and was only accom-
modated by the interpofition of the Englifh.
The trade of the French here; has, fince
the laft war, been greatly on the decline.
Their {ettlement and fort of Chandernagore,
were then wholly deftroyed by the Englith.
At the peace which followed, it was con-
ditioned, that the fort thould not be rebuilt,
nor thould they be allowed to fortify them-
felves in any way; nor even to hoift their
flag, as the cther nations did, at their faéto-
ries, upon a lofty enfignftaff, but only vpon
a bamboo-pole. The Englith are very ftriét
on thefe points, and are very careful that the
French do not infringe thefe conditions in

the leaft. It was not long ago, that they
enforced
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enforced their right in this refpeét, without
any ceremony.

Mr. CHEVALIER, the French governor,
bhad caufed a deep ditch to be dug round
Chandernagore, with faliant angles, at inter-
vals, and the earth thrown up inwards, fo
that it had the appearance of a rampart, or
intrenchment. He alleged, that this work
was only intended to keep the place dry,
and was undertaken with no other view
than to drain the water from the circum-
jacent country, and convey it into the river.
However, when the Englith council of Ca/-
cutta were informed hereof, they looked
upon it in a very different light, and they
immediately had the work privately furvey-
ed, by one of their engineers, who himfelf
related this circumftance to me, and he re-
ported, that it appeared to be made for very
different purpofes, than thofe that were pre-
tended. Upon this, they fent word to the
French governor, that he muft ftop the pro-
fecution of the work, and deftroy as much of
it, as had already been finithed ; for, if his
fole purpofe were that of draining off the
water, it was unneceflary to dig fo deep;
that his ditch was deeper than the low water

mark
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mark of the Ganges; that the faliant angles
were needlefs ; that the earth ought not to
have been thrown up inwards, like an in-
trenchment ; and, finally, that if he did not
choofe to do it himfelf, they would be obliged
to have the ditch filled up again, by their
own workmen. A few days afterwards,
they put this threat in execution, and fent
the engineer, and eight hundred fipabis, or
Moorith foldiers, to Chandernagore, who filled
up the ditch, and reftored the whole to its
former level and defencelefs condition.

However painful this was to the feclings
of Mr. CHEVALIER, he was compelled to
{fubmit to it, being without any means of
refifting the will of thefe haughty oppreflors.
The French are only allowed a certain fmall
number of cannon, for faluting ; if they were
to contravene this regulation, their fuper-
numerary artillery would {oon be taken away
by the Englith.

Chandernagore is fituated on the weftern
bank of the Ganges, fomething lefs than an
hour’s walk below Chinfurah, in north
latitude 22° 51/, and in time gb 44/
37" caft of the meridian of Paris, accord-
ing to the Connsiffance des Temps. 1t is built,

about
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about 3 mile in length, along the Ganges, in
a ftraight line, with two parallel, and feveral
crofs, ftrects behind it, which have fome good
buildings. The ruins of the fort, demolifhed
by the Englifh, are at the north end of the
place, and fufficiently demonftrate its former
ftrength. It could not, however, withftand
the heavy fire of the Englith fhips of war,
which battered it, and reduced it in a fhort
time toa heap of ruins *.

The prefent governor has built a hand-
fome houfe, and laid out an elegant garden,
about four miles below Clgndernagore,
where there is 2 moft charming profpeét
along the Ganges.

They have, likewife, feveral faétories up
the country ; at €gffimbazar, Dacca, Malda,
Patna, and other places; yet their trade is
very inconfiderable in comparifon with our’s,
or that of the Englith. Their fhips come
up the river, as far as Chandernagore, where
there is a {ufficient depth of water for them.

The Danith Company have their fettle-
ment at Serampore, halfway between Ca/-
cutta and Chinfurab, being on the weftern

# It is almoft needlefs to add, that both Chandernagere and
Chinfurab, are now in the hands of the Englith. T.
ide
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fide of the Ganges. This place is of little
confideration. It confifts of a few houfes of
Europeans, and a fmall Bengalefe village.
The trade of the Danes is more circum-
feribed than that of any other nation. They
receive only one or two thips every year from
Europe, and they have no country-trade
whatever. While I was in Bengal, their
dire€tor, or governor, left their fattory,
taking with him, as was faid, three lacks of
rupees, or four hundred and fifty thoufand
gilders, with which hé went to the Englifh,
in order to take his paffage to England.

In the laft place, feveral of the eaftern
nations, Perfians, Armenians, and others,
refort to Bengal, allured by the advantageous
trade, which they are enabled to purfue
there.

In cffe@, the land is, in very many re-
fpeéts, excellently calculated for an exten-
five commerce. If we call to mind the cir-
cumftances of former times, what treafures
have not the goods brought to Europe, pro-
duced to the feveral Companies! and what
advantages may not ftill be drawn from a
country, excelling moft others in fertility,
and where fo many articles neceflary, and

even
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even indifpenfable in others, are produced,
or received from the neighbouring and
otherwife inacceffible regions!

But let us attentively confider all the fons
of men, all the nations of the globe, and we
thall fpeedily perceive, that nothing is more
inimical to the aétivity of genius, to the exer-
tions of courage, nay even to the preferva-
tion of corporeal health, and the encreafe of
population, than injuftice, injury, and extor-
tion, the infaparablc and diaftrous confe-
quences of violence and tyranny ! What
can caft a greater damp upon both induftry
and emulation, than the arbitrary meafures
of a defpotic government ! How much more
ingenious, how much more diligent, how
much more happy, would this people be, if,
inftead of being opprefled and kept under,
they were encouraged and fupported, and
opportunities afforded them of improving
themfelves, both'in their very excellent ma-
nufaétures, and in the tillage of their happy
foil ! Is it an incitement to them to be ac-
tive and induftrious, that they are forced to
labour their whole lives, for an inconfider-
able reward; a tnfle, that fcarcely fuffices
to procure the necellary food for themfclves

and
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and their families? Is it an additional fpur
to induftry, that they are treated with con-
tempt and derifion, and that they are expofed
to perfonal abufe and injury?

Befides, to what do the advantages in reality
amount, which are derived from the labour
and fweat of thefe wretched Indians ! They
are little better than ideal. The large pro-
fits which are réceived, as it were, with one
hand, and paid away with the other, are gra-
dually diminifhed, and become, from day to

day, lefs perceptible in the coffers of the
C-::-mpaniea.

BOOK
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BOOK [IV.

—_——

OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING THE CAFE OF
GOOD HOPE.

CHAPTER L

Care of Goop Hope.—Sandbill Point.—Table
Bay.—RoBBEN [land —The Table Valley— Lion’s
Mountain, — Table-Mountain. — Windberg, or
Devil's Mountain.—Weatber. —Squalls.—Seafons.
—Other Mountains near the Cape—Soil.— Rivers.
— Produftions. — Wheat .— Wines. — Vineyards
of CoxsTANTIA.—Fruils.

THE Cape of Gosd Hope is properly the
weftern point of Falf Bay ; its fouth lati-
tude is 34° 2§, and longitude eaft from
Teneriffe 35°. It is not the moft fouthern
point of Africa ; for Cape Anguillas,which is
fome leagues to the eaftward of it, lies in

34° 50’ fouth latitude.
About feven leagues to the northward of
the weft point of Falfe Bay, is the Leeuwen-
bergs
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berg, or Lion’s Mounta'n. From the northern
part of it, or what is called the Leeuwe/fiaart,
or Lion's-tail, extends a low fandy point,
which is called the Duintjes, or Sandbill
Point, and which forms the weftern extre-
mity of Table-Bay. This is a large bay,
where fhips lie fheltered from all winds, ex-
cept from N.w. to w.N.w. and when the
weather is ftormy, from thofe quarters, a
heavy fea rolls in, by which the Company
loft feven homeward-bound fhips, in the year
1737-

Before the bay, lies a fmall and low ifland,
of fomething more than three quarters of a
league in circumference, called Roabben, or
Seal/1lland. It is a barren and rocky ipot,
interfperfed with patches of fandy ground.
It ferves as a place of exile, or confinement,
for criminals fent hither, either from the
Indies, or the Cape. Thefe are obliged to
labour, for {everal hours every day, in the
fervice of the Company, chiefly in hewing
and tranfporting of lime-ftone, which is af-
terwards carried by fmall veflels to the Cape,
and is ufed in the conftruéion of houfes, and
other works; they are allowed the neceflary
provifions by the Company.

A ferjeant,
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A ferjeant,who has the title of poft-keeper,
with four-and-twenty men, keep guard over
thefe malefaétors, who were, in the year
1771, when I lay at anchor there, vpwards
of feventy in number. No woman is al-
lowed to refide on the ifland, not even the
wife of the poft-keeper. The laft has his
abode on the eaft fide of the ifland, where
there are fome houfes erefted for the pri-
foners.

Many reefs projet out from the ifland
on all fides; and a quarter of a league to
the fouthward, there is a large rock, jult
upon a level with the water, which is call-
ed the Wuivifch, or Whale, and upon which
there are breakers upon the leaft iwell of the
fea. The road of the ifland is on the eait
fide, in nine fathoms water.

Table-Bay s formed by three high moun-
tains, the moft weftern of which is the
Lions’s Mountamn ; Talle-Mountain is in tae
middle, and the Windbe g, or Devil's Moun-
tain, the eafternmoft. They lie in a 1. micir-
cular form, znd the valley between them, in
which are fituated Caperown and cafile, is
called the Table-valley.

Lun's Mountain has been fo called, be-

caufe,
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caufe, from a certain point of view, it
bears in fhape, a real, or fancied, refem-
blance to a lion couching. It is therefore
diftinguifhed into what is called the Lion's-
bead, :md the Lion’s-tail, or rump. The
Lion’s-head * is a bare rock, from the top
to the bottom ; the tail is likewife rocky,
but it is covered with a flight ftratum of
earth, which produces an inferior kind of
grafs ; and every one is at liberty to let their
cattle feed upon it.

The Abbé pe ra CarrLe found that the
gltitude of the Lion's-bead, above the furface
of the fea, was 2,151, and that of the rump,
1,140 Rhineland feet.

The Company have erefted an enfign-
ftaff, upon both thefe fummits, upon which
fignal-flags are hoifted, as foon as any fhips
are perceived at fea. Thefe fignals are
changed every month ; advices thv:reuf are
fent two years beforehand to Holland, and
to the fettlements in India, and fealed let-
ters, containing the detail of them, are given
to the commanders of veflels, who are to

* This is likewife called the Sugarkaf, by Englith navi-
gatass. T,

touch
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touch at the Cape, which are opened when
they come in fight of the mountain, in order
to be fure that the place is in the hands of
their own countrymen, and, if the fignals
agree, that they may proceed with confi-
dence to the anchorage in the bay.

One or two men are conftantly ftationed
on the Lisn's-bead, and as foon as they per-
ceive any fhip at {ea, they hoift the flag,
and fire one or more times, according to
the number of veflels that appear, a {mall
piece of cannon, which has been got up to
this place, with great difficulty, and the re-
port of which is the more eafily heard at
Capetown, from the reverberation, which it
makes againft the fteep fides of the Table-
Mountain.

The Table-Mountain is fo called, becaufe,
being {een from below, it prefents a flat fur-
face at the top, like a table. It is the larg-
eft, and higheft, of the hills at the Cape. On
the north fide, full half of the height is a
bare rock, perfeétly perpendicular. On the
fouth, it is lefs fleep, but in the interme-
diate fpaces, it is equally very precipitous.
The perpendicular height of the eaft fide of
the Table, above the furface of the fea, is

3:416 H
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3,416 ; on the weft fide 3,470; the length
of the Table, 8,638 ; the diftance of the
weftern brow, from the Lion’s-bead, 9,136 3
and of the eaftern brow, from the fummit
of the #ind, or Devil’s, Mountain, 4,436
Rhineland feet, according to meafurement
‘of the beforementioned Abbé pe pA Ca-
1LLe. He likewife found that the mercury,
in the barometer, ftood 3% inches lower
on the eaft fide, and 37%% inches on the
weft fide, than at the furface of the fea.
The Windberg, likewife called the De-
vil’s Mountain,* is the eaftern boundary of
Table-valley ; its height is eftimated at
3,215 feet. It confifts of an entire rock,
covered in fome few placcs'with a little
earth, which nourithes fome {mall bufhes.
This mountain is thought to be more diffi-
cult of afcent than the Zaé/e-Mountain.
Thefe three mountains are partly united,
about one quarter of the way up, to each
other ; but are feparated by wide chafms, at
the fummits. The Table-Mountain appears,
by reafon of its great height and fteepnefs, to

* And fometimes Charles’s Mountain, by the Englith. T.
hang
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hang over the town, though itis the fartheft
diftant.

The near neighbourhood of thefe ele-
vated mountains, and efpecially of the two
laft, produces no little inconvenience to the
inhabitants of the Cape, in the foutheaft,
or good, monfoon, by the heavy iqualls,
which pour over them. Several hours be-
fore they begin to blow, a {mall cloud ap-
pears at the top of the Table, which is
followed by others, and affembling toge-
ther, they gradually cover the whole of the
fummit, and defcend down its fides, fome-
times farther than half way, fo that the
mountain appears encircled by an impene-
trable mift, while the clouds roll majeftically
down the fides of the chafm, between the
weft fide of the Zable Mountain, and the
Lion's-bead.

Then follow the moft violent gufts of
wind, which fometimes laft for four days,
and longer. During them, it is even dif-
ficult to walk the ftreets. Large-fized
pebbles are taken up by the torrent of air,
and carried out into the road, as far as the
thips. Thefe can fcarcely remain at an-
chor : it often happens that they part their

cables,
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cables, though they have no {well of the
fea to withftand, but only the violence of
the wind.

On coming from fea, when the foutheaft
wind blows hard, the greateft danger is run
of lofing fails, or mafts, if one perfifts in
attempting to reach the road; hence, in fuch
cafes, moft .thips run under Robben lfland,
and caft anchor there.

Although the feafon when this wind pre-
vails, is called the good monfoon (goede
mouffor ), it is neverthelefs much better wea-
ther, during the months from May to Sep-
tember, which are, on the contrary, called
the bad monfoon (‘4waade mouffon), on ac-
count of the violent northweft winds which
then fometimes blow, and make the road
of Table-Bay unfafe. For this reafon, the
Company’s fhips are not allowed to enter
it, from the middle of May, to the middle
of Auguft, but muft run into Fualfé-Bay,
where they lie theltered from all winds.

The other hills, which are in view of the
Cape, are, in the firft place, thofe of Hof=
téntot Holland, which lie at a great diftance
to the eaftward, and are faid to be full
twice as high as the Table-Mountain, They

are
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are a chain of mountains, ftretching to the
northward, and ending to the fouth, at the
eaft point of Falf-Bay. The others are
the Blauwenberg, or Blue Mountain, the
Koeberg, or Cow-Mountain, and the Tiger-
mountains, which are not far from the Cape.
The foil is very good at the foot of the
mountains, but in the large vallies, it is bar-
ren and fandy, and produces little or nothing,
for want of water. Hence moft of the farms
are laid out upon the fides of the hills, where
they are watered by the little rivulets which
defcend from the fummits. The foil is much
impregnated with faline particles, in the
neighbourhood of the Cape, which is very bad
for the vines; it was for this reafon, when in
the beginning of the prefeat century, Gover-
nor Van ‘Der Ster, planted the vineyards
of Conjflantia, whence, as is well known, the
moft delicious wines are annually brought to
Europe, that he had a bafket of earth taken
up, at the diftance of every hundred roods,
for a confiderable traét of country round the
Cape, and mixed with water, in order to
make experiments of which foil was the Jeaft
brackith. This was found to be at the fpot,
where the famous vineyards of Conflantia
have
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have been planted. An old man, whofe fa-
ther had been emploved ia the eftablifhment
of them, related the above to me.

Many rivers, it is faid, are met with up
the country, but none of them are naviga-
ble; hence all goods are conveyed, from one
place to another, by carriages. The largeft
river, in the neighbourhood of the Cape,, is
called the Zoute, or Salt river, on account
of its briny tafte. Itis fordable every where,
even clofe to its mouth.

Every neceflary of life is produced in
abundance, in the country round thiscolony.

Very excellent wheat is grown in great
plenty ; fo that, befides the annual exporta-
tion to Batavia, other nations, the Englifh,
and efpecially the French,takelarge quantities,
both of flour and of baked bread, for their
Indian poffeflions *. The corn is brought to

the

* From 14c0 to 16co tons of wheat ufed yearly to be ex-
ported from the Cape, for the confumption of Batevis and
Ceplen ; befides large quantities of peafe, beans, buiter, and
wines : and, on the other hand, Batawia furnifhed, by a yearly
fhip to the Cage, a quantity of ricey arrack, fugar, and pre-
pared timber. In the year 1771, the French contrafted at the
€ape, for the ufe of their colouies st Maowritius and Bowrbem,
for 400,000 1. of flour, 400,000 M. of bifcuit, 500,000 dr.

of
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the town, from the interior parts of the
country, by carts, drawn by oxen, each car-
rying a load of full one thoufand pounds
weight, which, when I was laft there, was
fold for fifteen rixdollars, or thirty-fix gil-
ders *,

The wineprefles yield much wine of va-
rious forts, which are all, more or lefs, agree-
able, and in requeft,

Next to the genuine conftantia, the wines
called mufcadel, and feen-wine, are efteem-
ed the beft, There is a fort which in tafte
refembles madeira, but which is neither fo
ftrong, nor fo racy. The commoneft wines
are fold at the Cape, for thirty-five, and forty
rixdollars the leager ; the mufcadel fetches
fixty and feventy rixdollars, and the conftan-
tia-wine from fixty to feventy-five rixdollars
the awm .

The laft mentioned has its name from the

of falt beef, and 1,200 leagers of wine. Since the Cape fell
into the hands of the Englilh, in September, 1795, many car-
goes of wheat have been brought thence, to this country. .

# See the further correfted flatements of Mr. Stavoni-
¥Us on this head, in the 10th chapter of the fecond book, of
the 3d volume.

+ Aleager is nearly four awms, and an awm contains about
forty Englifh gallons. ;

vineyards
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vineyards of Conflantia ; this delicious wine
cannot be produced any where elie. They lie
behind the Table-Mountain, towards Falfe-
Bay, and do not cover much more than forty
acres of ground. The wine is prefled from
the mufcadel-grape, wh'ch is let hang till
quite ripe, the found grapes are then culled
out from the rotten ones, and are alone prefi-
ed. The vintage is made in the month of
March.

All kinds of fruit are likewife to be met
with here, as well {uch as are indigenous of
the climate, as fuch as are natives of Europe;
currants, however, excepted, of which I faw
none. Peaches and apricots are produced in
abundance, but they did not feem to me to

poflefs fo fine a flavour as thofe of our own
growth.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1L

Tbe Hottentols.—Their Appearance.— Defeription of
Capetown.—The Heufzs. — R ver. — Church.—
Townball. — Hofpital.—1Its ill Conffruffion.—-
Bad Trea'ment of the Sick.—Public Librarye—
Cafile.— Fortifications.— Company’s G arden.— Me-
nagery.—dAviary.—Otbher Gardens belinging to the

Company.

THE native inhabitants of the country are
the Hottentots; but they are, at prefent, for the
moft part, removed to a great diftance from
the Cape. They dwell together in villages,
called £raals, and are under a chief, whom
they eleét themfelves, and who has the title
of captain. The governor of the Cape con-
firms his nomination, and prefents him, asa
token of his dignity, with a cane, upon
which there is a large brafs head, with the
ufual mark of the Company engraved upon
it. They are very proud of this mark of
diftin&ion, and fo tenacious of it, that they
will lofe their lives in defence of it.

The Hottentots often hire themfelves, for

very
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very trifling wages, as herdfmen to the
farmers, or for other work. The few
whom I faw of this nation, were of a mo-
derate f{tature, not corpulent, but of a
coarfe make, and a dark brown colour.
They have large eyes, a flat nofe, and thick
lips. They have thick and black curling
hair upon their heads, like the negroes, up-
on which they fmear all kinds of greafy
dirt, and make it one clotted lump of filth.
Their teeth are fmall, and as white as fnow.
They have no other drefs, than a raw
theepikin, which is thrown over the fhoul-
ders ; in the warm feafon they wear the
woolly fide outwards, and turn it infide
when the cold months come on. The parts
which moft nations agree to conceal, are
worn by the men in a cylindrical cafe,which
is tied round the waift. The women, who
are fomewhat lefs coarfely made, but ftill
extremely unlovely, wear a fmall fquare
picce of cloth, for the fame purpofe.

The town of the Cape lies at the foot of
the Lion's-tail, and of Table-Mountain. Itis
oblong in fbape, and it is interfeéted by fe-
veral. ftreets, croffing each other at right
angles, though they in fa@ do not deferve

that
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that name, being all unpaved, and not at all
level, the natural unevennefs of the ground
having been left unaltered. When I was
the laft time at the Cape, however, 1 was
told, that they were going to be duly paved,
and levelled. They are very broad, and af-
ford {ufficient room for two carts, with fix-
teen or twenty oxen yoked to them, to give
way to each other, with great eafe.

As I guefs, there are, at prefent, full five
hundred houfes, but they are almoft all of
but a fingle ftory, and thatched with ftraw,
or reed, inftead of being tiled, becaufe of the
violent and fudden gufts of wind, to which
they are continually expofed. They are,
for the moft part, whitened on the outfides,
with lime, which is burnt here from ftones
fetched from Sa/danba-Bay. Within, they
have a fpacious ‘hall, with roomy apart-
ments on each fide, behind which there is a
large chamber, to which they give the name
of the gallery.

The little river, which guthes down from
the Zable-Mountain, runs through a large
plain, to the fouth of the town, ina canal,
lined and faced with brick, which is adorned,
on each fide, with fome of the handfomeft

buildings
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buildings of the country, and a row of fhady
trees; it is called the Heeren-gragt, or Gen-
tleman's-canal.

Upon this plain, there are two fountaips,
which play conftantly, though they may be
ftopped by large brafs cocks; the inhabitants,
and the thips, are fupplied with water from
them.

The church ftands upon the Heeren-gragt,
and has four fronts, each embellithed with
a portico. It is of an oftagon form within.
The roof is fupported by pillars, againft
which the pews of the governor, and other
fervants of the Company, are placed, ac-
cording to their rank. It has a pretty good
organ. - The little fpire which arofe from
it, was heightened, when I was laft at the
Cape.

The townhall, which makes a tolerably
handfome appearance on the outfide, ftands
upon a large open place, oppofite to the
town.

The Company’s hofpital is fituated ob-
liquely oppofite’ to the church. It is built
in the form of a crofs, and being inclofed
amidft other buildings, it is without a moft
neceffary advantage for fuch an inftitution,

namely,
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namely, a free circulation of air. It has be-
fides a very low roof, and is much too fmall
for the numerous fick, brought to the Cape
by the .Company’s fhips. Atits firft efta-
blithment, it was only made for the accom-
modation of five or fix hundred patients:
whereas it is now fometimes crouded with
more than a thoufand. This caufes a con-
tinued and difagreeable {mell in the build-
ing, by which it does not unfrequently hap-
pen, that together with the fick which are
returned on board of thips from the hofpital,
a contagious difeafe is conveyed to the
crew, which carries off a great number.
The provifions which are given to the pa-
tients are very good; but the neceffary at-
tendance is wholly wanting, as well as fkil-
ful pra&itioners. If any thing of the Com-
pany's affairs ever required a reform, it is
the hofpital at the Cape, not only with re-
gard to the edifice itfelf, but likewife, and
chiefly, with refpec to the conduét of it.
The wretched failors, do not only run the
danger of lofing their lives, or ruining their
conftitutions, in this abode of ftench and
filth, but their wages are likewife withheld
during the time they remain in the hofpital,

and
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and the money goes to the inftitution, be-
caufe, forfooth, they do no fervice while
they are fick, and are neverthelefs provided
with viétuals and drink *,

Not far from the church, ftands a build-
ing, which is embellifhed with the proud
title of Bibliotheca Publica. Very few good
works are to be met with, among the few
books it does contain ; being in this refpe&
perfetly fimilar to that at Batevia, which
is equally decorated with the fame high-
founding title. It is the fexton of the
church who is Bibliothecarius.

The caftle of the Cape, is a regular pen-
tagon ; it ftands foutheaft from the town,
about 800 feet, and about 330 from the
feathore. On this fide it is covered by a
large outwork, and by a ravelin at the gate
which leads to the town. The baftions and
curtains are built of hard rock-ftone, and are
about fourteen or fifteen feet high. With-
in, it has roomy dwelling-houfes for the go-
vernor, and other of the Company’s fer-

* In November,1772,the foundation was laid, by Governor
Van PLET1EwBERG, of 2 new hofpital, on a larger fcale,
and in a mare convenient fituation, at the eaft end of the
town, between Table-Mountain and the citadel. T,

vants.
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vants. They, however, do not make ufe of
them, but live in the town, the military com-
mander excepted, who is obliged to refide in
the fort. A large fpace is left between the
buildings. ©One particular deferves notice,
namely,the dangerous fituationof thepowder-
magazine, which is built againft the fur-
nace, or kitchen, of the governor, though it
is feparated from it by a thick wall of ma-
fonry.

Southeaft from the caftle, along the beach,
a line is drawn, at the end of which there is
a {fmall fort, which was not finithed, when
I was there, and upon which twenty-fix
pieces of cannon could be mounted. At
the other fide of the town, near Sandbill-
Point, there is likewife a large battery, to
which the name of the water-fort has been
given.

All thefe fortifications ferve for the de-
fence of the road, and to prevent a landing
here; but no one, who hasany experience in
war, would attempt it at this place.

Behind the town, on the acclivity of
Table-Mountain, is the Company’s garden,
an oblong-fquare piece of ground, of about
fixty acres. Its breadth is fcarcely one-

fixth
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fixth part of the length. The ground rifes
gradually ta the end of the garden, though
the afcent is fcarcely perceptible in walking.

The foil is clayey and ftony, yet it is con-
tinually- ameliorated by manure, and frefh
and goed earth. Lengthwife, the garden
has five walks, which lead in ftraight lines
upwards. The middle one is the broadeft,
and is planted with oak-trees, which, though
they are not very large, afford a very agree-
able fhade by their thick foliage, uniting
overhead. The other walks are equally
planted with oak-trees, but they are cut like
hedges. Thefeare interfected by eleven crofs
walks, which are planted with bay * and
myrtle-trees.

By this means, the garden is divided into
forty-four fquares, in which many forts of
fruit-trees, and all kinds of vegetables, are
grown; ferving chiefly to afford refreth-
ments to the crews of the thips, that touch
here.

' The whole is watered by the little rivulet,
which runs-down from the Table~Mountain.
It is conduéted, out of the canal mentioned

% Linrws mabilis,

before,
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before, to the garden, and then through
numerous little channels to every bed.

At the eaft fide of the garden, about the
middle, there is a handfome fummerhoufe,
for the recreation of the governor. ‘There
is alfo a menagery, which is furrounded by
high walls, except on the fide of the garden,
where an iron railing admits the view of the
animals that are confined in it. Thefe are,
harts *, elks §, zebras I, oftriches, caflo-
waries, and many others. By the fide of the
menagery 15 an aviary, which contains moft
of the birds, to be met with in the country,
which can be kept.

The garden is open, for the recreation of
the public, till an hour after funfet, when the
gate is clofed. It ufed formerly to be open
till late at night, but much abufe being made
hereof, it was prohibited.

No one may gather any fruits, or damage
any of the produétions, upon very heavy
penalties. A number of attendants and
flaves are continually at hand, to keep watch
that no harm be done.

® Capra dercar.  § Capra orye, | Equus xebra,
Before,
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Before the garden is the gardener’s lodge,
and next toit a building, in which the Com-
pany’s flaves are locked u p at night.

Befides this the Company, have two other
gardens, on the acclivity of the Devss’s Moun-
tain, one of which is called New/land, and the
other et Ronde Bofch, (the round grove) ;
both of them are adorned with fhady walks,
and planted with a great number of fruit-
trees.

In the firft, I faw a ftanding apricot-tree,
which was fo large, and had fpread its
branches fo wide, that more than twenty
men could be fheltered under them, and it
produced very good fruit, at the {fame tjme.
The governor, and the next in command,
live here, from time to time ; and very good
dwellinghoufes have been ere@ed for them.
It is a great pity that thefe pleafant country-
feats, are fo fubje to the violent attacks of
the furious foutheaft winds which . conti-
mially fweep down from the mountain.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER III

Animals.—Horfes.—Oxen.— Cows.— Sheep.— Wild
Auimals, — Zebras — Ofriches. — Sea-cows.—
Game.—Fifb.—Infeits.

THE horfes which are met with here, are
fmaller than in Europe, but they are inde-
fatigable in running. Some of them are
caly faddle-horfes, but many are very reftive

Oxen are made ufe of, both for the pur-
pofes of hufbandry, and to draw loaded wag-
gons; from ix to twénty of them, are yoked,
two and two, and are commonly under the
guidance of a Hottentot, and governed by a
long whip.

The cows here do not give fo much milk
as in Holland ; it is likewife fuppofed to be
acrimonious and unwholefome. They are
alfo {maller ; and fuch as are, now and then,
brought from Europe, are efteemed much
more than thofe bred in the country.

Sheep * are in great plenty. They are,

* Ouir laticanda,
in
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in general, larger, and their flefh is full as
well-tafted as in Europe. The tail, which
confifts of pure fat, weighs five, and fome-
times more, pounds. Their fkins are not
covered with wool, but with a fort of hair,
which is not very fine. Sheep are likewife
met with, which are brought from Holland,
and propagate equally with the others, but
they are not {o abundant.

The wild animals, which are found in the
country, and among which the lion, the
tiger, the leopard, the buffalo, and the ape,
are enumerated, are now far removed from
the Cape, aud are feldom feen near it. The
wolf # only, at times, commits fome noétur-
nal depredations.

Zebras are fometimes caught alive,brought
to the Cape, and tamed. I faw one in the
Company’s menagery.  This animal has
much analogy, in fhape, with the common
afs, butis much larger. It is firiped with
plain brown and white ftripes, of about two
inches broad, terminating under the belly,
which i1s whitith. The head is likewife
firiped, but with narrower lines. Although

* Hycna maculata, ¢ canina.
it
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it be in a manner tamed, it is always very
mifchievous, and bites, or kicks, at whatever
other animal comes near it.

Oftriches are likewife met with here.
Their eggs are bought for two or three
ftivers apiece ; they are very good, fried, or
in paftry, and very convenient to take with
one, on a journey : one of them contains as
much as twenty hen’s eggs. The birds
which I faw, were about four feet high, with
ftrong and thick legs, and ftumps inftead of
wings ; they carry their head and long neck
upright. The male is much handfomer than
the female ; the latter is covered with an
ugly kind of light brown hair, and thin
feathers ; but the feathers of the male are
black, and much handfomer, and more gloffy.

Sea-cows * are fometimes met with in the
rivers ; but I faw none. I eat, however, of
the fleth of one, which the governor aflured
me, had weighed more than two thoufand
pounds. The meat, and efpecially the fat,
1s very tafteful, and does not at all difagree
with the ftomach, however heartily one eats

* Sea-cow is the denomination given by the colonifts at the
Cape, to the Higpepotamus, or river-horfe. 7.

of
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of it : if not told beforehand, it might be
taken for beef.

There is no want of game here ; feen-
boks %, hares +, fnipes 1, and others, are in
great plenty ; the firftmentioned, are very
fine eating, and are efteemed the beft game,

The fea yields an incredible quantity of
fith, for the confumption of the Cape. The
Hottentot-fith, which is like a fea-bream, is
daily brought to market, in great plenty.
The Rooman-fith, which is not unlike the
former, only fomething bigger, is one of the
moft delicious that is caught ; it is covered
with light red fcales. Soles and rays are
alfo abundant.

When we were failing from Rebben-Ifland
to the road of the Cape, we met a very large
fith, floating upon its back, with its belly
blown up, fo that it appeared five feet above
the water. It paffed us within a thip’s
length, and appeared to be twenty feet in
length. The opportunity would not allow
of our hoifting out a boat, or I thould cer-
tainly have endeavoured to have made my-
felf mafter of it.

* Capra grimmia, t Lepus catenfis, ¢ communis.

3 Scolepax capecfis, o
any
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Many infeéts peculiar to warm countries,
are found here. In particular, the inhabi-
tants are much tormented by flies, of which
there are incredible quantities. In the Riez-
vallei (valley of reeds), about three Dutch
miles from the Cape, I faw locufts of all
colours, full four inches in length, and oné
in thicknefs.

There are likewife fcorpions, fpiders, and
centipedes. Of the laft, there are fome that
are four inches in length ; but it is very fel-
dom, that any one is heard to have been
ftung by them.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1V.

Firft Settlement of the Colowy.—Extenficn of it by
French Refugees.—Colonifts in the Country.—In-
babitantsof the Town.—Women.— Men—Drefs.—
Charaller —T beir Trade.— Lodging of Strangers.—
Cheapnefs of Provifions.— Diflempers.—Tbe Small-
pox—Degress of Heat.— Barometer —Tides. —
Coins.—Government —=The Governsy.—Council of
Polity. — Council of Tuftice.— Punifbments. —
Drofts.—Clergymen—Treops and Militia.

ALTHDUGH the Portuguefe, the Dutch,
and other nations, navigating to India, fre-
quently touched at this fouthern extremity of
Africa, to refreth themfelves in Table-Bay,
as a.tolerably {afe harbour ; yet none of them
endeavoured to fecure a durable eftablifh-
ment here, till the year 1652. About that
time, the directors of our Eaft-India Com-
pany, though fit, upon the inftigation of one
Van Riepeek, furgeon of one of their
fhips, to eftablith a permanent fettlement,
for a place of refrefhment for their veflels,
at the Cape of Good Hope. For that purpofe
they fent Van Rieeeex, with four fhips,

laden
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laden with the neceffary materials, imple-
ments, and provifions, to found a colony at
this promontory. At firft, he-only built a
fort of wood and earth, to which he gave the
name of Keer de Kou (a defence againft cold),
adding a few other buildings wanted for his
people, and to hold the goods.

This colony has, in fa@, extremely well
anfwered the intent with which it was fet-
tled, and has encreafed fo much fince that
time, that it may now be efteemed one of
thé moft indifpenfable poffeflions of the
Company.

A number of refugees from France, who
were obliged to leave that country, in 1685,
on account of their religion, did not a little
contribute to the extenfion of the {fettlement.
Although they met with an afylum in our
republic, they did not, all of them, find fufii-
cient means of fupport; many, therefore,
emigrated again to this country, in order to
exert their induftry, in the cultivation of
thote fertile traéts, which lay here untilled,
and {carcely noticed. To facilitate this to
them, the Company diretted, that the im-
plements of hufbandry, cattle, and other

neceflaries, fhould be delivered to them,
upon
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CHAPTER 1V.

Firft Settlement of the Colony.— Extenficn of it by
French Refugees—Colonifts in the Country.—In-
babitantsef the Town.— Women.— Men.—Drefs.—
Charatier —7T beir Trade—Lodging of Strangers.—
Cheapnefg of Provificns.— Diflempers.—The Small-
pox—Degress of Heat.— Barometer—Tides. —
Cowns.—Governm:nt —The Govarnor.—Council of
Polity. — Council of Tuftice.— Punifbments. —
Droffs.—Clergymen.—Treops and Militia.

ALTHDUGH the Portuguefe, the Dutch,
and other nations, navigating to India, fre-
quently touched at this fouthern extremity of
Africa, to refreth themfelves in Table-Bay,
as a.tolerably f{afe harbour ; yet none of them
endeavoured to fecure a durable eftablifh-
ment here, till the year 1652. About that
time, the directors of our Eaft-India Com-
pany, though fit, upon the inftigation of one
Van Riereek, furgeon of one of their
thips, to eftablifth a permanent fettlement,
for a place of refrefhment for their veflels,
at the Cape of Good Hope. For that purpofe
they fent Van Riereex, with four fhips,

laden
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laden with the neceffary materials, imple-
ments, and provifions, to found a colony at
this promontory. At firft, he only built a
fort of wood and earth, to which he gave the
name of Keer de Kou (a defence againft cold),
adding a few other buildings wanted for his
people, and to hold the goods.

This colony has, in fa&, cxtremely well
anfwered the intent with which it was fet-
tled, and has encreafed fo much fince that
time, that it may now be efteemed one of
th¢ moft indifpenfable poffeflions of the
Company.

A number of refugees from France, who
were obliged to leave that country, in 1685,
on account of their religion, did not a little
contribute to the extenfion of the {ettlement.
Although they met with an afylum in our
republic, they did not, all of them, find fufi-
cient means of fupport ; many, therefore,
emigrated again to this country, in order to
exert their induftry, in the cultivation of
thote fertile traéts, which lay here untilled,
and {carcely noticed. To facilitate this to
them, the Company direéted, that the im-
plements of hufbandry, cattle, and other

neceflaries, fhould be delivered to them,
upon
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upon condition that their value thould be re-
paid, at the end of four years. Two-thirds
of the farmers that live in the country, bear
names which prove their French origin.
Among others, there are a great many of the
names of ViLLiers and RETIF.

The fruitfulnefs of the women in this
healthy climate, where few, have lefs than
fix, and many, more than ten or twelve chil-
dren, has occafioned, and ftill occafions, the
continual extenfion of the colony inland ; fo
that, as I have been informed by people well
worthy of credit, there are farmers who live
at the diftance of two hundred Dutch miles
from the town, and ftand in need of a
month’s time, to travel, with their teams of
oxen, to the Cape. There are many of them
who have never been at the fettlement, and
never go out of the diftriét in which they
dwell, contenting themfelves with what the
country affords, and living a patriarchal
life, free from care, difquiet, and difeafe.

The inhabitants of the town, both men
and women, look freth and healthy. They
-are well-proportioned ; and among the ladies,
there are many who truly deferve the name
of beauties.

In
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In general, they are likewife more witty
and lively than the men ; free in their man-
ners, and very fond of pleafure, which is, in
faét, the bufinefs of their lives. They are
much attached to ftrangers, efpecially to the
Englith, who care not for their money, and
fpend it freely upon the ladies, and in pro-
curing them every kind of diverfion. 1did
not perceive that they made much of the
generality of our feamen ; yet it does not un-
frequently happen, that thefe pick up wives
here, and bring them to Europe.

They all lead a very eafy life. The men,
who are freemen of the town, are feldom
feen abroad: they are generally at home, in
an undrefs, and fpend their time,in {moking
tobacco, and in loitering up and down the
houfe.

After dinner, they take a nap, according
to the Indian fafhion, and in the evening
they play a game at cards. They are not
addi@ed to reading, and are, confequently,
very ignorant, and even know little of what
is doing in other parts of the globe, except
from what they may hear by the ftrangers
who vifit them from time to time. I met

with feveral, who were not to be perfuaded,
that
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that a better country, or a more pleafant
place, than this, their native home, was any
where to be found.

In drefs, both men and women follow the
Dutch mode ; the appearance of the latter,
however, is more modifh than might be ex-
pected at fo fmall a place.

The charaéter of the inhabitants in gene-
ral, elpecially of the farmers, is open and
friendly. They are extremely hofpitable,
and fhare whatever they poffefs with the
ftrangers who may vifit them, In the town,
however, much envy and jealoufy prevails
among the inhabitants; they grudge each
other the leaft good fortune, and theircompa-
nies, become in confequence, on the long run,
very difagreeable to{trangers; for they cannot
avoid fhewing their ill will for their neigh-
bours, by remarks and farcafms, not always
unaccompanied by flander and calumny.

Moft families at the Cape are maintained
by the trade, which they carry en with the
feafaring people who touch there, or by
keeping lodging-houfes for the fhips’ officers.
Thefe generally pay one rixdollar per day,
per head.

Thefe means would not, however, afford

a fufficient
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a fufficient livelihood, were not the necef-
faries of”life proportionably cheap. A good
fat fheep feldom cofts more than feven fkil-
lings * ; when I was there, beef fold for four
or five doits (eighths of a ftiver) per pound ;
a mud+ of wheat amounted to about four
gilders ; the common wines were fold, from
two to three and a half ftivers per bottle.
Beer is not much drank here, though there
is a brewery near the town, where pretty
good malt-liquor is made.

On the other hand, all articles for drefs
muft be imported from Europe, or from the
Indies, and this renders the Cape in this re-
fpeét a dear place. European broad cloth
generally affords a handfome profit, as an
article of trade.

The chief diforders incident to the coun-
try, are fuch as arife from colds, occafioned
by the variability of the weather, and the
great changes in it, which are fometimes
felt on the fame day. Fluxes, putrid fevers,
and all difeafes proceeding from exceflive
heat and noxious exhalations, are feldom
heard of, except in the hofpital.

* About 3r g fterling. 7,
1 A mud Is equal toabout three bufhels. 7.
This
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This fettlement has, however, not long
ago, fuffered amazingly, for the third time,
by the ravages of the fmall-pox. Many of
the inhabitants, who had never had this dif-
order, fled to the country, where it had not
{pread, and the town became, on a fudden,
an abandoned and folitary place.

In the beginning of this century, this de-
ftruétive fcourge was unknown in this coun-
try. It was in the year 1713, as I was told
by fome old people who were then alive, that
it was difcovered for the firft time, and de-
ftroyed a great number of the inhabitants.

The Cape remained free from its ravages,
afterwards, till the year 1755, when it again
burft out with great fury, and carried off
upwards of two-and-twenty hundred of the
inhabitants of the town, in a very fhort time.

It appeared for a third time, in the years
1765 and 1766. The infeftion was then
faid to have been brought by an Indian flave
with ane of the homeward fhips. It did not
rage with fo much violence, as the two for-
mer times ; but it was not till the year 1769
that it entirely difappeared.

During this latter prevalence of the con-
tagion, one gentleman inoculated two of his

children,
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children, with this fingular confequence, that
the eruption did not take place, till the forty-
fourth day after inoculation ; they both did
very well, and were alive when I left the
Cape. This man was the only one, who
was rational enough, to put this falutary in-
vention in practice.

The greateft degree of heat, that I ob-
ferved here, was §7°, and the loweft 68°, in
the afternoon, by a Fahrenheit’s thermome-
ter. The barometer rifes and falls very fud-
denly ; it generally afcends when the wind
1s at s.E. and defcends when at N.w.

The tides do not rife high ; the difference
between high and low water being no more
than three or four feet.

The filver ducatoon, which goes in India
for eighty ftivers, is only current here for
feventy-two, whether milled or not. Ru-
pees, whether of Batavia, Surat, or Bengal,
indifcriminately, go for twenty-four ftivers.
The coins which are current in Holland, are
equally fo here, except the Zealand rixdol-
lars, for which no more than fifty ftivers can
be obrained. Sefthalfs (pieces of 5 ftivers)
go for fkillings (pieces of fix flivers). Ac-
gounts are kept here, juft as at Baravia, ia

rixdollars



[ 570 ]

rixdollars of forty-eight ftivers. At public.
fales, and likewife in retail, the prices are
taken at Cape gilders of fixteen ftivers each.
The Company’s books are kept here, as well
as through all India, in Holland’s currency.

The chief authority is vefted in a gover-
nor, who is, at the fame time, counfellor of
India. During my abode here, this office
was filled by Mr. TvLsacu, who had re-
fided at the Cape, in a variety of ftations,
ever fince the year 1716, and was univer-
fally beloved by the colonifts, on account of
his excellent qualities.

A certain number of the chief fervants of
the Company, are given to him ascounfellors,
and who form the council of polity. The
fecond in rank next to the governor, and the
fifcal, who is independent of him, have the
rank of fenior merchants; and thefe, toge-
ther with the chief of the military, who has
the title of lieutenant-colonel, or major, are
the principal perfons of the eftablithment.

The management of whatever regards
navigation, is vefted in a comptroller of
equipment, who is equally a member of the
council of polity.

The adminiftration of juftice is confided to

a feparate
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.a feparate council, of which, the fecond in
command of the colony is prefident. In
civil matters, an appeal lies from their fen-
tence to the council of juftice at Batavia.
In criminal affairs, they are empowered both
to pafs fentence of death, and to put it into
immediate execution.

Punifhments are very fevere here, efpe-
cially with regard to oriental flaves. In the
year 1768, I faw one, who had fet an houfe
on fire, broken alive upon the wheel, after
the flefh had been torn from his body, in eight
different places, with red-hot pincers, with-
out his giving any fign of pain, during the
execution of this barbarous {fentence, which
lafted full a quarter of an hour. Impale-
ment is in ufe here, as well as at Batavia.

Officers are appointed in the interior parts
of the colony, called droffs, or fheriffs, who
arreft criminals, but have no power of trying
or judging them; they muft be fent up to
the council of juftice, to be examined and
punifhed,

Befides the above, there are feveral other
civil courts, or boards,

There are three clergymen of the reform-
ed religion, who preach twice every Sunday.

The
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The Company’s troops amount to about
four hundred men. The inhabitants of the

town, and the country-people, are all like-
wife enrolled, and divided into companies.
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