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PREFACE

Thits catalogue was planned by the late lamented Pandit Mahadeva Shaste
and has been seen throngh the press by Dr. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D. Phil, (Oxon.).
This is the work of seholars, and an Officiating Director of the Library, who
is only carrying on the work between the nnforbunate demise of one Director
and the necessarily delayed appointinent of another, cannot in propriety have
much to say abont it, I only sizn it to give the book official authority.

P. K. TELANG,
Officiating Diractoy,

- n.-.m:i..-_lj'.-—i







FOREWORD

Wz are placing before the public the first part of the Catalogue of the
Manuscripts in the Adyar Library. This part contains what may be called
Religious Literature (Veds, Purana, ete). The second part will contain
Secular Literature (Kavya, Alankara, Philosophy, ete.), The Catalogue was
prepared under the supervision of the late lamented Director Pandit A, Maha-
deva Shastri, and the first 160 pages had alveady been printed off in his life-
time. We are issuing thiz patt of the Uatalogne exactly as he had designed
and prepared it. The second part will be issued soon.

After the publication of the Cataiogue by Dr. F. 0. Schrader in 1910,
our collection has nearly doubled itself, and a new Catalogue has been long a
desideratum. In the 1910 Catalogue there were mentioved 11,842 MSS,

distributed under 5,270 titles. The present Catalogue, whien refers to only

ahout half of onr collection, mentions 9,442 manuseripts distributed under
4,010 titles. The sub-joined table will show the increase under particulsr
headings.
The totaleollection of manuseripts in the Library sumbers about 20,000,
An examination of the Catalogue will show that our Library has one of the
best collections of Indian manuscripts, especially South Indian natnrally.  As
the collection of manuseripts has extended over 40 years and as no detailed
descriptive Catalogue, besides the one relating to Upanishad MSS, edited by
De. F. O. Schrader in 1908, has up till now carefully been propared, there
have crept some unavoidable mistakes into the cataloguing. The same work,
known under different names in different parts, is sometimes catalogued mnder
separate headings. Such mistakes could be corrected only when a careful
\descriptive catalogue is prepared after due examination of every manuseript.
The present Catalogue must, from this pomt of view, be regarded merely as a
provisional list of manuscripts in the Library, We will try in time to issue
a| detailed desoriptive list of at least the rare manuscripts which are of yalue
help to scholars.

o :
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The manuseripts are, as we have said, largely South Indian, written
on palm leaves in Tamil Grantha seript or Telugu seript mostly. There are a
number of manuscripts written in Canarese and Malayalam seripts too,
and some written in Bengali, Uria and Devanagari characters. There are &
few mavuscripts in the Sarada, Nadyanagari and Roman seripts. There are
also a nmmber of manuseripts written on indigenously manufactured
paper i the Devanagari character, collected in North India. Our copyists
have made copies of many manuscripts from other Libraries, especially
from the Government Oriental MS8S. Library, Madras. Many of the
manuscripts, specially the palm leaf ones, were very old and were in a
dilapidated condition, when they came to us, But after they ecame into
our possession, we have taken all possible care to presarve them, and we
are trying to take tramscripts of them, so that even if these are worn out in
ecourse of time, a faithful record of them may remain.

The Catalogue is arranged on, the following plan. It contains the
name of the work, (and within beackets any other name of the work, or
the name of the original complete work, if it is a part of any such), and the
name of the author.” The shelf-number of the MS. is then mentioned, (the

o st number is that of the shelf, the Roman letters show the row, and

- the next number shows the npumber of the manuseript), The Devanagsiri
letter after that shows the script in which the manuscript is written and the
number following is the number of pages in the manuseript, Other useful
information is then given after that. s means that the manuseript i

- wmaR  (incomplete). Many manuseripte after which this direction has
inadvertently been omitted, are nevertheless incom plete.

A list of manuscripts collected after the preparation of this catalogue
is given at the end. An Index containing an alphabetical list of authors and
another contsining an alphabetical list of all the works, which are not yet

leted will be issued along with the secomd part of the catalogue, !

- C. KUNHAN RAJA
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