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PREFACE

The birch-bark manuscript of the Prithvirdsavifaya,
the eritical edition of which is offored to Lhe pubﬁ,
waa discoverad by De, G, Bublor in 1876 during his
tour in scarch of Banskpit Mas. in Kushmir, e
deposited bis find in the  Deconn College, Poom,
where the Ms. wae numbered me 150 of 1875-1876
colleetion, In the coures of his detailed roport on
ﬂ]a tour, published next year, he thus desoribed the
By —

Y1t iz o grest pity thet the old Ma &= mutilated,
and in much & mndii.im; as to mnke the work of
rending it very difficult, The begioning is wenting,
The ﬁlﬂ"h Ehirh conlain  contos I—H}l have h:egn
broken in the middle by the friction of the thick
string used for sewing the volume. Turther, the
lower portions of o considersble number of lesves have
been lost, and ae the Jower left-kand side of the
margin, oo which stood the figures wumbering the
leaves, han alwo besu broken off, it ls impossible to
determine the connection of the upper and the lower
halves by any other means than by the sense,":

Though the Ms, was discovered more than half s
century ago, no new Ms. has been discovered since
then to help us in reconstrusting the whole work,
What is nil lim more regrottalile s the fact that the
present Me, breaks off abroptly towards the close of
the twelfth eanto, In the absence of any other copy
of the Ms, it is impossible to say how many cantoy
the eomplete work contsined, As ill-fortune wonld |
hava it, the present Ma. brings us only to the corons-
tion of Prithvirijn and we are even left in the dark
about the great victory, which the poet intended to
“sing here. ¥

The delective nnd incomplete condition of the Ma.
pravents, v from knowing definitely lrom she: work
itaelF about its author, Buot s guess nny b hezarded
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that the poet Jayinnks, who in mentioned coming to
the court of P ir.;:viniju from Bashmir i eante X710,
verses 08 rm:E G4, was i all prolpbility its pithior,
Dr. Bithlor says, *The author was certninly n contem-

orary of Upilheirifs snl one ol his court povts,

o probibly wae s Kualiniel and war n thoroughly
go E.I'ii'[,llnll Prodit.''*  This loliel s larther
steengthenod by the fact that not a slugle copy of the
Ms, is found in the whole of Rajputann sl Jonnedjn,
the commentstor of the work, also  lsils from
Kashimir,

It is reasonablo to supposs that the work muat
have besn written to  celobento the groat vielory
of Prithvirdja over Shahib-uid-din Ghorl in 1101 A.D,
immediately wfter tho event. Dut hia deleat and
negageination in 1198 AD. probably drove the pont
back to hir home in Kashmir, hence the absence of
any Ms. of it in Rnjputana,

The posm seems to have been written during the
life-time of Prithvirijn, nn tho anthor himsulf satates
that he was hoooursd and induced b write  the
poem by the King ( Prithvivijny, tho son of Somedvarn.®
The dnte of the work ean he fized Independantly sa well,
Seven verses of the Prithuirdjovifaya can be traced in
the Alaikaravimarshing, a commentary by Rijinaks
Jayarathe on the Algitiresarvasve uf Rijinakn
Ruyyakatand in one place he distinetly states that it ia
quoted Erom the Prichvirajuvliayet In the same way

T Procasds Thy Asatin Fom and s
“mm F-tﬂ-_qr o Foculy o Hesgnl, April I

{2 _Euh__l, rarann J1—08,

(2) Varsau 50, 76, 01, 178, 197, 176 nnd 181 of canlo ¥ of the pr
i et R e et
of Ja 178, 12
.amn’;': 1898 4. iR 2 PRSIy
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twelve verses' can be traced in the dlankarodaharana of
the eame suthor, Jayaraihe deseribes himsell ss the great-
t-grandson® of n brother of Sivaraths, a minister
of King Uclehaln of Kashmir (1101-1111 A, D%,
Thie would Lring Joyarathe bimsell 1o abont 1200 A.D,
Mow it ia rensounble to suppose that f verses from
the work of n writor are found quoted in the worke of
another writer, even if the two be contemporary, some
{nm muat elapse in order to make the former’s work
nown to the Iattar, Thos at o wvery conservative
estimate we may put tho date of the composition
between the years 1191 snd 1193 A. D

The commentary of the peem, here offered, is by
Jomardja, the sen  of Nonoeijs and grendeon of
Laolurfye, a famous author who weote the second Rifa-
taresigini, and commented on the Awdt@nunigo snd
the Srikanthacharite of Mankha, His commeninry on
the Keir@arjuniye is dated 14449 A. D, and the present
commentary on the Prithvirdiavyeys must have been
written, asccording to Dr. Bithler, betweon 1450 and
1476 A. D It seems that in  Jonarija's time,
the Pri¢hvirdfavifoys most bave been s popular work
among the scholars, ss thid commentator digedsses
yarions readings of the text, As the text and the
commentary sre presonted in the same Me, portions
of the commentary hnve aleo been lost on account of
the defective condition of the Ms. The commentary,
however, has been helpful in restoring the missing
taxt in certain places,

The eacly histery of the Chauhinas, given by
Colenel Tod in his Aunols and dntiguitier of
Rajasthon according to the bardie chronicles and the
Prithvirdjo Rase of Chsuds, is entirely unreliable.
Bat the work under notice is quite ralisble for the
history of medisval Todia and particalacly  of the

I 4 V.0, 10, 180 1 VI 4, VIL 531, 87; IX, 59
@ Ity Vot ﬁmm skiin,
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Rublar's Rapa gpﬂd I 1solev,
gj M. A, Bromn: TIH.‘ mnll':q.r :Ii:L f.?[:nl:l'q.f Kastmur, Vol L
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Chauhfinas  of Bajputana, D, Bibler mays, “Hia
(nuthor's) necount ot the Chauhinas contrmdicts Chnnda's
in eva articulne and ngreea with thit of Lthe im..p-rjp.
tions n?’?. B 1040 mwl 1226, Prithvirajo's pedigres
in exactly that givei in these docrments, il varivos
synchronistic Duets mentivnud in the Uijeya aleo wgreo
with what we kuow [eom othier sources, o the
Molwa and the Crujest inseriptions’?  Thos eviduntly
in other respects os well the work i worthy of

credance,

An ncticle by my friond, Diwao Bahadue Ifar
Bilas Sarda, who seenred [or mé nn exaot copy of
the Ma. trom the libeary of the Decvun College, D'oonns,
on which the presant wlition is basud, gives s wumiary
of the contents of this work in the Jowrnal of the
Boyal dnatic Socieeyt

We find horo w rolinble goneslogy anid & short
account  of Prithvicdjn's ancestom iuning with
Visudewn. Ita waluo for the listory of the paried
from the middlo of the eighth century A, D. to the
end of the twellth ceutury A, 1) I8 thus very jgroat.

On seconut of ith greal imporlunee, it wes Lolt
that a ericical edition of the presunt toxi—delective
and incomplete though the Ms. is—was highly desirable
for the stodents of the history of Rajputann.  As said
above, an attempt is bero made to restore the text,
wherevor possible, with the belp of the commnentary.
Reatored portions have been printed in  rootangular
brackets or in the foot-notes, Amendations of
the text and the commentary have also been attempted,
wherever possible, in the notes,

It is hoped that stodents of the history of India,
particalacly that of Rajputans, would find this work
wseful in their stedies and weleome its appesrance,

Ajmar,

Optober 10, 1940, Qaurishankar H. Ojha
(hy EW o Hhe Asiabis Secuiy o7 Bangal, Aprl and May,
() Apail 1913, pp, 250981,
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