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NAGARJUNAKONDA, 1938

INTRODUCTION

Andhra-desa is a wonderful land of rivers such as the Godivari with its tributaries
Maiijira, Pranahitd, Indravati and the Sabari; the Krishpa with its tributaries the Bhima-
rathi, Tunigabhadrd, Dindi, Miisi as well as the Muni, Pinikini, Pileru, Manneru, Gungla-
kamma, the Sirada, Nagavali, Varhfadhiira and the Rishikulya (Map 1). Along the Andhra
sea-coast which extends for about 400 miles, there existed sea-ports at the mouths of the
large rivers. Navigation and commercial enterprise were very much encouraged and sea-
farers left the Andhra shores for colonisation beyond the deep seas. The Godivari and
the Krishn& were navigable in ancient times.

The earliest mention of the Andhras is in the Aditareya Brahmana as one of the tribes
of South India. Andhra-defa was the original home of the Andhras in the earliest times
as it is even to-day. After the fall of the Mauryan Empire the Satavihanas extended their
dominion into the north, west and south until Andhra-deda embraced a great portion of the
Indian Peninsula, Its early history is borne out by Buddhist and Brahmanical literature,
by copper plates, inscriptions, coins, ancient structures such as stiipas, chaityas and vihdras,
and by manuscripts and the writings of foreign travellers. Megasthenes (300 B.C.) and
Pliny (77 A.D.) referred to the Andhras as a powerful tribe, who possessed numerous villages,
30 towns defended by high walls and towers, and an immense army of one lakh infantry,
2,000 cavalry and 1,000 elephants. In the Periplus of the Erythracan Sea of the 1st centary
A.D., the ports of Barygaza and Vaijayanti are mentioned as places of expert of onyx stones,
porcelain, muslin, cotton, perfumes, gum and silk. Ptolemy locates Barygaza in Lariké,
& name evidently derived from a Prikrit form of S8kt. Lata. He mentions a port Byzantion
in the country of the Pirates (§ 7). The name has heen explained from Vejayanti, but this
15 more than doubtful. Ptolemy mentions a country under the name Arigk# Sadénim,
i.e., Ariaké of the Sadénoi, and we may safely assume that his Sadénoi is a Greek
rendering of a Prikrit form of “S8atavihana'. In § 6 he mentions five ports and in §§ 82-83
eighteen inland towns belonging to that country. Recently at Kondipiir, in Hyderabad
(Deccan), where coins of the Andhra kings Gautamiputra and his son Pulumivi were dis-
covered, pieces of porcelain were dug out as were also Buddhist figurines made of kaolin
(a pure white porcelaneous elay). ‘Ptolemy speaks of the Andhras, the trade on the East
Coast, and the ports of Kontakossyla, Koddura and Allosygne. He alsp mentions Apheterion
in Maisolia region (Krishna Delta). Apheterion is not a proper name as some writers have
believed but a word meaning “a point of departure”.! The Puripas refer to the Andhra-
bhritya dynasty of kings also called Satakarnis and Satavihanas, who ruled from the middle
of the 3rd century B.C. to the first quarter of the 3rd century A.D. Their territory extended
from the east coast to the west coast ; Mysore in the south and Avanti or modern Ujjain

! Bes J. W. MeCrindle's Aneient Tadia as described by Plolemy, p. 68



2 NAGARJUNAKODNA 1938

in the north were included in their kingdom. The Koudipur excavations by G. Yazdani'
and the recent excavations in Chittaldrug district, Mysore?, have yielded valuable results
and thrown further light on this Andhra period.

Ancient market towns were Dhannakataka (250 B,C.), Kevururs, Vijayapura(i) and
Narasala. Maritime traffic is attested to by the find of 4 large number of Roman coins on
the Coromandel (Colamandala). Regarding the migration of Hindu colonists to the Far East
in the 1st century A.D., the Andhra country in general and the Vengi kingdom in particular
had a good share in it. Ptolemy’s Apheterion to the north of Allosygne was the starting
point of ships for Golden Chryse, Farther India and the Archipelago. The coinage of the
dmes reveals that lead and potin predominated over copper and the issues were large and
varied such as would be the case with an empire from sea to sea. ~Sea-bound trade was
largely responsible for the flourishing state  of Buddhism in Andhra-defa for nearly six
centuries (from 300 B.C. to 300 A.D.). Buddhists were largely recruited from the commercial
classes whose wealth was uatilised to raise Amarivati, Nigirjunakonda and other stiipas.
Buddhism spread like wild fire more quickly among non-Aryan tribes in the Andhra country
than in Aryan Society.

The Buddbist sites in the Northern Districts of the Madras State, particularly in the
Andhra country are vast as sgainst a fraction in the Southern Districts. From Salihundam
in the Visakhapatnam district in the North to Chinna Gafijam in the Guntir district in the
south, and from Gooty in the Anantapur district in the west to Bhattiprolu in the east,
the Andhra country witnessed in the three centuries preceding and following the birth of
Christ a phenomenal growth of Buddhistic culture and art. Ramatirtham (Skt. Arama-
tirtham), Saiikaram (Skt. Sanghirima), Salihundam, Kodavalli, Arugolanu, Guntupalle,
Jaggayyapeta, Ramireddipalle, as well as Alliiru, Bezwida (Vijayawida), Gudivida, Ghap-
taddld (Kantakossyla), Garikapidu, Goli, Nagirjunakonds, Amardvati, Peddamaddiir,
Chinna Gaiijam, Peddagafijam, Kanuparti and Bhattiprolu are a few places among the many
that have yielded to the magic touch of the archaeologist, relics of a glorious civilization that
flourished in the Andhra country in the early centuries. Stiipas or sepulchral monuments,
¢haityas or chetiyagharas® prayer chambers or halls, and vikdras or monasteries were found
in large numbers, particularly in the Guntiir and Krishoa districts along the banks of the
river Krishni which was known to the Greeks as HuimloaT

A study of the various Buddhist sites in South Tndia proves the existence of five
early roads which converged at Vengi in the centre of the Andhra country. Almost all the
Buddhist sites were located on these roads which lead to Kalinga, to Dravida, to Karnita,
to Mahirashtra, and to Kosals respectively (and Kosala includes Dakshina Kosala),

' History of the Deccan, Vol, T, Part VIT1, 1452, PR B, 81 ang 63,

' dwimli‘h,nb.-l.pplmlu. -

* The wurd chaitys is & symonym ol stilpa, Modern anthors like Burgess s it incorrectly for & temple enshriniug wige,
The eorrect term Indicating sunh o building or cave-temple in Fili ehetiyaghera found in numesous inscriptiong including th se
of Nagirjunskonds (see Peof, Vogel in Ep, fud., Vid, XX, pp. 137 ; eapocially Indes, p. 28,
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PREVIOUS HISTORY

Nagirjunakonda, “the hill of Nagirjuna”, is the name of & large rocky hill on the
right bank of the Krishni river in the Palnid Taluk of the Guntiir District of the Madras
State, sixteen miles west of Macherla R.S. The scene of the Archaeological Department’s
activities in excavation from 1926 onwards'is & valley about three miles in width com-
pletely shut in by the surrounding hills which are off-shoots of the Nallamalai Range and
the Krishna river on the west forming the boundary between the Guntiir District and Hydera-
bad. The valley is dotted with numerous hillocks and mounds covered with jungle. These
mounds represent the sites of former Buddhist monuments, mostly stiipas, chaityas and
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vihdras (fig. 1). - A vast number of groups of standing limestone pillars are also met with
in the valley. Each group marks the site of some monastery. Only one site was discovered
right in the centre of the valley which represents the remains of a palace. The extent of
the ruins is far greater than at Amarivati It strategical position protected on three sides
h]mhrﬂfurtﬁmmmenmmthefmﬂbndehgﬂhmmmmhﬂk
defending the river front shows that the place was of considerable importance in early days.
The Krishpa river which is here about half & mile in width was probably a much larger river
then than now sffording easy navigation down to the sea thus making the place accessible
and in easy communication with the other Buddhist settlements at Rentila, Goli, Amaravati,
Jaggayyspeta, Chezarla, Ghantaddli, Gummadidurru, Alliru, Vijayawida (Beawads) and
Bhattiprolu, sll situated in the lower Krishnd valley within easy reach of the river. As
already remarked the Krishni was known to the Greeks as Maisolos and the Krishni delta
88 Maisolia

This remarkable valley was disoovered in March 1926. Mr. Longhurst's excavations
between 1926 and 1931 resulted in the discovery of a large stiipa (Mahdchetiya of the inscrip-
tions) and several smaller stiipas (eight in number), four vikdras or monasteries, six chailyas
or apsidal temples, Tour pavilions or mandapas, & palace site and stone-built wharf on the
Krishpi bank. They are built of large bricks, 20”107 % 3" on the average. The bricks
were laid in mud mortar and the walls covered with plaster. The mouldings and other
omamentations of these brick structures were usually executed in stucco and the buildings
were white-washed from top to bottom “not only to protect the plaster but also as a suitable
ground for colour work and gilding”, The pillars, floors and important sculptures were
of white or grey limestone resembling marble and easy to work. No other stone was used
and it was evidently brought to the site by means of the river and landed at a stone-built
wharf, 250 feet long, 50 feet wide and 6 feet high along the water front. Three rows of stone
pillars extend from end to end indicating that this long building perhaps served as a Customs
House. In the decoration of several of the monuments here abundant use is made of richly
sculptured slabs of limestone.

The discoveries made also included inscriptions, coins, relics of bones, pottery,
statues and over 500 magnificent bas-reliefs in the style of the Amarivati reliefs, some of
them bearing inscriptions of a dynasty of kings called Tkshviku, all belonging to the same
period (2nd-3rd centuries A.D.). These inscribed records are in Brihmi characters, the
language being a standard Prikrit related to Pali which was used over a large territory. A
similar language is also used in the Khiravela inscriptions at Khandagiri-Udayagiri,
Orissa. The dialect of the inscriptions has been described as a normalized semi-literary
Prikrit used by people whose home tongue was Dravidian, probably Kanarese. As the
dialect shows a strong Kanarese substratum we may not be wrong in inferring that the
Ikshviku kings had come to the Knshpi country from the west. The records afford us
interesting information about the Southern Ikkhiku (Tkshviku) dynasty settled in the Andhra
country in the 2nd and 3rd centuries A.D., who claimed descent from Tkkhiku (Ikshviku),
the mythical progenitor of the Solar dynasty of Ayodhya. The Jaggayyapeta inscriptions
which are executed exactly as in Nigirjunakonda are dated in the 20th regnal year of an
Ikkhiku king, Madhariputa Siri Vira Purisadata. The Nagirjunakonda inseriptions acquaint
us with the names of several more members, male and female, of the same royal house.
They mention Madhariputa Siri Vira Purisadata in whose reign the principal sanctuaries
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of Nigarjunakonda were founded, his father Vasithiputa Siri Chitntamiils and his son and
successor Vasethiputa Siri Ehuvula Chitamila and supply the following continuous
table :—

Vasithiputa Siri Chimtamiila

Madhariputa Siri Vira Purisadat

Vasethiputa Siri Ehuvala Chi(rh)tamills.
A curious fact about them is that while the kings followed Brahmanism and performed Vedic
sacrifices, (such as Agnishtoma, Vijapeya and Afvamedha), their consorts were devotees of
Buddhism and erected monasteries and temples in honour of the Buddha. The principal foun-
dress was a princess called Chimtisiri. Another was Adavi Chamtisiri, daughter of king
Chariitamills, and sister of king Siri Vira Purisadata. A third lady is called Chula-Chiti-
tisirinika. A fourth lady was one Upasiki Bodhisiri, who was apparently not related to the
Ikshvikus, The list of her works includes a stone mandapa at the eastern gate of the
Mahiichaitya at Kantakasela which reminds iis of the emporium Kantikossula (Kontakossyla)
which Ptolemy mentions as being situated on the east coast after the mouth of the
Maisolos (Krishnd). In the inscriptions, the place (eity) is called Vijayapuri and the hill on
which Bodhisiri built a monastery and an apsidal temple for the Ceylonese monks is
mentioned as Chula-Dhammagiri on Sri Parvata. The hill is an off-shoot of the surrounding
Nallamalais whose ancient name was Sri Parvata (cf. Sridailam). Sri Parvata, according
to & Tibetan tradition, was the place where the famous Buddhist divine Nagirjuna spent
the latter part of his life in a monastery of that name in South India'. Yet another lady
was Mahadevi Bhatideva, the daughter-inlaw of Sri Charmtamila, wife of Siri Vira
Purisadata and the mother of Mahérija Siri Ehuvula Chitamiila. Kodabalisiri, the grand-
daughter of Biri Chamtamils, daughter of Siri Vira Purisadata and sister of Mahirija
Vasethiputa Siri Ehuvula Chamtamils and the wife of the Mahdrija of Vanavisa (the
ancient name of North Kanara) was another celebrated princess mentioned. We have thus
information about half a dozen celebrated ladies and three rulers of the Ikkhiku dynasty,
who were not Buddhists but who appear to have been votaries of Mahiisena or Skanda as
will be seen from the expression Virapikhapati-Mahisena-Parigahitasa which is applied
to Siri Chamtamiila®.

In the inseription of Bodhisiri mention is made of two vikdras called Kulaha-vihdra
and Sikala-vikdra. The Sihala-vihdra must have been a monastery founded either by
a Ceylonese or more probably for the accommodation of Ceylonese monks. This Sihala-
vihira is said to have contgined a shrine with & Bodhi tree (Sihala-vikire Bodhirukha-pisado)
which is a necessary adjunct of the Buddhist monasteries of Ceylon up to the present day.
Not only the mention of the Sihala-vikira but also the dedication of & chetiya-ghara to the
fraternities of Tambapamni as the inseription proclaims shows that very cordial relations
must have existed between the Buddhist community of the Krishod valley and their co-
religionists in Ceylon. The existence of such relations can be easily accounted for from
the sea-borne trade carried on between the ports of Ceylon and Kantakasela, the greatest
emporium of the Krishna delta. .

In connection with the Buddhism that was prevailing at Nigirjunakonda in the second
and third centuries A.D). our attention is drawn to a few sect names mentioned in the local

1 Woasillew, fler Huddbizmws, Vol 1, p. 220.
L rmﬂn-mmmhmduﬁim-m leader,
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inscriptions occurring on  dyaka pillars, - e.g., A paramahdvinaseliyas, Parvasmliyas,
Bahusuttiya  (Sanskrit Bahusrutiya), Ayira-hamgha (Arya-Sawgha) and Mahisasaka
(Mahigasaka).!

The ehaityas or temples discovered here are apsidal, oblong on plan. The apee is
at one end and the doorway on the other, the walls are thick and high and the roof was
built of brick in the form of a barrel-vault. There were no windows ; the interior shows
plaster and white-wash on the walls. The floors and steps were of stone, the front step
cut in the form of a semi-circle nsually known as a “moon-stone”. The exterior walls of
the chaityas are ornamented with g few rows of simple mouldings along the base and cornice
while the summit of the wagon-headed roof was adorned with a row of tall pottery finials.
In some of the chaityns there is' a small stone digaba as the object of worship. In some
others statues of the Buddha were found.

Each monastic establishment was gumplete in itself, and contained as the unit s
vihdra for the monks to dwell, an apsidal ‘chaitya or two for prayers and a ciroular stiipa
for worship and circumambulation. On plan the vikdra was a rectangular courtyard
enclosed by a brick-wall. In the centre was a stone-paved hall with a roof supported by
stone pillars.  All round the enclosure abutting the outer walls was a row of cells for the
monks often with a verandah in front. Some of the cells were used as store rooms, a few
uahﬁnmmdthege-mmﬂlymlargemmwhiuhm#ulu:m&uhry. Six such
monasteries were exposed

Ruined pillared halls o1 all sizes sbound at Nigarjunakonda which were crected by
pious donors as rest houses for pilgrims and visitors.

In the centre of the valley where the ancient city of Vijayapuri stood, the ruins of
a large mandapa were discovered and five very handsome stone pillars were unearthed. “The
pillars supported the roof of a hall belonging to & palace. No pillars of this kind were found
elsewhere. Some were carved with bas-relief scenes or figures, like Scythian warrior, a
figure resembling Dionysus, and a dwarfish child dragging a toy-cart (mrichchhakati).

The Nagirjunakonda stiipas are constructed in the form of a wheel on plan with hub,
spokes and tyre complete, all executed in brick work, the open spaces between the radiating
walls forming the spokes being filled in with earth and debris before the outer briok casing
of the stiipa was built up and the dome closed. They were in the form of a wheel on plan.
But in section their construction resembled that of an umbrells. These stipas, of which
at least nine were discovered, are of all sizes, from small mounds 20 feet in diameter to large
buildings like the Great Stéipe ( Makdchetiya) which was 108 feet in diameter. In the smaller
stiipas the central pillar forming the hub of the wheel was sometimes square on plan, but
in the larger stiipas as in the case of the Great Stiipa it was circular like the staff of an um-
brella which it seems to huve been purposely designed to resemble, The stiipas were huilt of
large bricks, 20" % 10" % 3", laid in mud mortar £nd covered with plaster from topto bottom
The dome rested on a drum 3 to 5 feet high according to the sizes of the stiipas. At the four
cardinal points a rectangular platform projected outwards and served as an altar for the
floral offerings of the worshippers. This is a special feature of the Andhra stiipas unknown
to Northern India. In the larger and important stipas such as the Great Stidpa here each
platform supported a group of five stone pillars ealled ayaka-karmbhas, and thus each
stiipa had twenty such pillars. It is on these pillars that the Ikshviku inscriptions are

1 Bee helow pp. 34 IT.
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carved. The Great Stiipa appears to have had a railing with open gateways which were of
caryed wood of which nothing remains and stood on brick foundations which still remain.

* The ornamentation of the decorated stiipas was a mixture of stone carving and stuceo
work. When stone was used it was applied to the face of the brick work and fixed in mortar
and extended from the plinth to frieze encircling the middle portion of the dome, a point
which marks the springing of the dome. Above this frieze all ornamentation was executed
in stucco as flat slabs of stone could not be fixed to the curved sarface of the dome. Open
joints and other fanlts in the stone facings were rectified in plagter. When the decorative
work was finished the structure was white-washed completely to hide any fault in the work.
The white limestone nsed was particularly suitable for this kind of patch-work decoration,
as the stone is of the right colour, soft and easy to work, and being somewhat absorbent
takes plaster or white-wash readily. This method of decorating a stdpa partly with stone
glabs and partly with plaster ornamentation was also employed by the Gandhira Buddhists.
Géandhira influence is readily discernible in many of the Andhra seu’plures, and the inscrip-
tions inform us that there was intercourse between the Andhra Buddhists and those of
Gandhara. Rom aninfluence is almost manifest in a few of the sculptural antiguities
recovered from Nigarjunakonda.

Mr. Longhurst found the relic (probably of the Buddha himself) not in the centre
of the Great Stipa (Mahdchetiya) but next to the outer retaining wall on the north side.
It consisted of a tiny bit of bone in a gold box with lid, which again was contained in a cylin-
drical silver casket. The latter had been placed in an ordinary earthenware pot which
was found broken and the silver relic casket crushed. The relic (dhdtu) is now worshipped
in the Milagandbakutivihira at Sarnith. The Mahkdchetiya though closely agreeing with
the Great St@ipa of Amardvati in plan lacks the rich scalptural decoration of the latter.
A few Buddha statues found here represent Buddha clad in & robe with schematic folds
in the manner from Amardvati.

Nearly 500 pieces of sculpture recovered by Mr. Longhurst include several splendid
carved beams and a number of upright slabs with a vertical arrangement of bas-reliefs,
the scenes being taken from the Buddha's life, his pre-births called Jatakas and other events
of folk-lore. In some reliefs a synoptic mode of illustration is adopted, i.e., the artist com -
bines the successive stages of the story in one panel. In others he adopts the narrative and
to a little extent symbolic modes. Those scenes relating to the Buddha's life and his pre-
births (Jaiakas) are drawn from the early Buddhist texts such as :—the Jdlaka, Nidina-
katha, Lalita-Vistara, Mahivastu, Buddha-Charita and the Siundara-Nanda of Advaghosha,
the Divydvadina, Buddha-Ghosha’s commentary on the Dhammapads, the Salkka-pasi-
hasuttanta and the Mahaparinibbana-Suttanta of the Dighanikiya, as well as the Sumangala-
vildsini, a commentary on the Dighanikiya, not to speak of a few Chinese and Ceylonese ver-
sions of the life of the Buddha. Decorative and ornamental designs also became the subject
matter of the carvings. Religion was here, as elsewhere, an inspiring agent for the promotion
of the arts; the Nigirjunakonda sculptures also go to prove that by “religion” was
not necessarily meant ritual or dootrine, but the latent spiritual quality that finds “tongnes
in trees, bouks in running brooks, sermons i1 stone and good in everything”.

The excavations between 1926 and 1931 done by Mr. A. H. Longhurst are published in
Memair No. 54 of the Department * The Buddhist antiquities of Nagarjunikeuda . Work

fromi 1938 to 1940 by the writer and his associates is now described,
2a
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EXCAVATIONS (1938)
L";I-If Nﬂ. (] E ;
Excavations were commenced in Mareh, 1938, in Site No. 6 (fig. 2) in the north-eastern
comer of the valley (pl.1) close to the foot of the Nallamalai range which enclosesVijayapura(i).
EXCAVATIONS o “ NAGAR[UNAKONDA
HITE "l

ELAN m JITUEA MONASTERY CHAITTAS
fems A BA B
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Fig. 8
the city of the Tkehviknu kings, who ruled the Krishpi valley on the east in the 3nd century

A.D. The Buddhist remaing exposed so far have to be attributed to the Ikshvikus and
their times. In the earlier excavations there was partially exposed here, a stdipa—ecalled
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Stipa 3, in Mr. Longhurst’s Memowr'. Only its basement remains and traces of wanton
destruction were in evidence.

As this stips (marked A in fig. 2) was partially covered with mud and débris and
as the surrounding parts needed to be exposed, excavations were started here first and
gradually extended to the area to the east of the stipa—200%140° (pl. II). Part of the
stipa with eight spokes or pocket walls of the wheel radiating from a 49" central square
chamber encased in a circular brick wall, was already on view (pl. III-B). During the year
1938 the outer edges of the stiipa and the surrounding ground were exposed. The stiipa,
40'9" in diameter including its dyaka projections, stands in the centre of an enclosure 666"
square and consists of a strong outer shell faced with Cuddapah stones (limestone schist of
stratified formation locally popular as Cuddapah stones) and an dyaka projection or platform
9'6"x 3" at each of the cardinal points. The inner hollow consists of a square chamber at
the centre, from the angles and sides of which radiate eight partition walls supporting the
loosa filling. No traces of steps leading to the pradakshina path were found, but access was
evidently from the east. Here and there the dyaka projections or platforms showed frag-
ments of casing slabs of limestone, some of them with intricate carving. One such slab
found on the western facing of the dyaka platform on the north, bears the scene in which
the Buddha, seated with legs hanging down (pralaribapida) and clad as in Gandhira sculp-
tures, with both his shoulders covered by sanghdti, is accepting food supplied to him by
Sujatd, the daughter of the village headman of Urvilva (pl. IV-A). Only the lower part
of the figures remain. BSujatd and her attendant to the right of thé Buddha, and the cart
that conveyed them with one of the bulls on Buddha's left can be made out.

Another interesting carving from the facing of the dyaka platform on the west shows
the Buddha seated on a throne under the Bodhi tree amidst worshippers, among whom Vajra-
pani holding the vajra in his right hand is visible (pl. V-3). The Buddha has his right hand
extended in bhibmisparfa, but with the palm showing out as in the varadamadrd or boon-
conferring-gesture, This feature, coupled with the presence of Vajrapini, who is very
frequent in Gandhira sculpture as the guardian sent by the deras for the protection of the
Buddha and who is rarely represented in Nagirjunakonda, marks the sculpture out as of
exceptional iconographic importance.

Another fragment from one of the sides of the dyaka platform on the west shows the
Bodhi tree with the Buddha seated underneath it (only the head of the Buddha with its
halo is visible), and two bullocks with a cartman holding one of them on the right of the
Buddha (pL. IV-B). The scene obviously relates to the visit of the merchants Bhallika and
Trapusha whose attention was drawn to the presence of the Buddha under the Bodhi tree by
their cart becoming stuck nearby and the refusal of the bullocks to move from the spot.

Jeveral fragmentary limestone carvings were found around the stips on the prada-
kshina path, most of them illustrating scenes from the Budidha's life and his past births
(Jatakas), while a few depict scenes of folk lore appeal. Mention may be made here of
a few of these interesting scenes,

Two bits represent the miracle of Srivasti, as flames clearly emerge from the back of
the throne (pl. VI-A). The pillar of effulgence iz in evidence (pl. VI-A)

! The Huddbist antiprities of Nagpirjeaibopdu, 10, pl 164,
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The Buddha seated on a throne and assuring & lady—probably Sujati—who, by
touching his right hand, probably is beseeching him to accept food, forms the subject of a
fragment evidently from a chaitya slab such as adorned one of the dayaka - platforms
(pl. VII-B, 1).

A king on a throne listening with sympathy and interest to a man (defaced), probably
one of his subjects who kneels below in fronf with hands raised in worship (afjali), forms the
subject of another fragment (pl. VII-B, 2).

A Nagardja (pl. \’H]-A]qhmdinginmtelymagniﬁnmmwﬁhaluminhiaﬁghthlnd
and his left hand akimbo, is depicted with befitting demeanour and grandeur, though meant
to do honour to the Buddha. Although only two remain, the circle of hoods is apparent.
A close-fitting necklace, a long yagiopavita of single chord reaching below the waist, a thick
garland of five bead-courses, a lotus flower in half-bloom tucked in the hair over the forehead,
ear-rings (kundalas) with tassels, armlets (anigadas), double wristlets, and utlariya secured
round the under-garment at the waist, are some of the decorative features of this denizen of
the Nagaloka. The modelling of his torso i8 exquisite,

King Sakra(?) with high crown (kiritamakuta), his right hand raised and his left
resting on the waist and legs suggesting that he is dancing or more probably hovering in the
sky like Vidyadharas forms an interesting study in a fragment (pl. IX-B,1). He is easily
comparable with the Sakra figures occurring at Amarivati and Golil,

A party of three men moving towards a seated woman whose hand with bangles is all
that remains of her, is the subject of yet another fragment. Ome of them holds a string on
which are hooked two fishes, while another similarly carries a pair of fishes in each hand
(pl. IX-B, 6),

Another piece of carving shows & man walking in front as if in distress, followed by a
chieftain and two of his men, one of them holding a club (pl. IX-B, 2). ' The chieftain touches
with his left hand a sheathed sword, evidently suspended from his waist.

The Buddha flying in the sky is represented in another piece (pl. IX-A, 4). Mosi
probably the scene relates to Nanda's conversion (which is depicted at Nagirjunakonda?)
when the Buddha flew with Nanda over the w showing him its miseries, thereby
convincing him of the superiority of a bhikshu's life. °

A drum held by a dwarfish figure but played by another dwarf as in the Mafichipuri
cave, forms an interesting study on a fragment of a chaitya slab from the dyaka platform®. The
two dwarfish figures represent Gandharvas, the celestial musicians (pl. IX-A, 1).

Another fragment, evidently from pne of the sides of the ayaka platform, shows a
mi . with an ulteriya thrown crosswise over his body, pouring water from a pot evidently
placed on an altar. His heavy over-hanging curls are well combed and parted in the centre
and reach to his ears, enhancing the beauty of his face. Heavy wristlets adorn his hands.
The piece will go as a typical example of the classical art of the age (pl. IX-A, 5). The wor-
ship of the Bodhi tree and the altar underncath it is the subject of the sculpture,

' TN, Remachandrnn, Baddbiat Sewiptures from o Kiipa wear Goli evilage, pl- XT, Na. 10,
" Hoa Lovghursl's Memeir, No, 54, pl. XXXV.A.
*I. B @, Vol. XXVIL, Bo. 2. T. &, Ramachandran, The Maicapurt Cave, pp. HUS LR

———
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A tiny fragment shows a Iady at her toilet in front of a mirror (pl. IX-A, 3) which ia
supported on a handle held in her left hand. Euuhuuanmmmmmuninﬁ.muiwﬁmﬂin
Early Indian Art.

! Afam:lnhmtwith:n_inghmkhmnfheadsaain!!athmﬁueu]ptumufmﬂm.h
all that remains of a lady carved in bold relief (pl. IX-B, 4),

A kneeling man with hands in eijali and with expression evoking sympathy together
with the hand of snother extended towards him in an assuring msnner, form the subject
ufl.fﬂgmm (pl. VII-A, 1).

Thmaﬁ-sgmenhiutmmintamhingelephmtgrmp. On one is depicted an elephant
marching vigorously. The eye and the ears constitute a realistic study (pl. VII-A, 3).

An elephant (only the lower portion remains) is shown on another fragment with its
back legs bent and front legs erect, while its trank appears to be raised. The figure of a man
nhumuﬁnginghihnmkuﬂafmutharsitﬁhgmthemun&mritnﬁ'nni‘.l%uinﬂuli‘,
suggest that probably the intended scene was the subjugation of Nalagiri (pl. VII-A, 5).
The man hythnehphmt'a.lopahmldhaaxphimd (as at Goli) as sitting, having reconciled
himnelftuhinfnh,namalyapﬁ-pwﬁw stampede.

Aninbarutingﬂrving(pl.‘?, 3) from thahcjngnftheﬁwhplntfnmanthnwmtahm
the Buddha seated on & throne under the Bodki tree with worshippers below, a worshipper
withcu:lyhairﬂhmding-ttbn‘mle&,nﬁgumwnﬁngnnﬁ&mhmiduthethmn,
and between them Vajrapini in kingly attire holding vagra in his right hand. The worship-
pmhuntnphntunvﬂrﬂmumwnfﬂmi:hmds. Thaﬂuddhahuhixﬁgl;thmdmad
in the varada-mudrd. This feature of the scene coupled withths:prmunenf\'njnpiqi.

The Trayastrimiéa heaven forms the subject matter of A fragment also from the facing
of the dyaka platform on the northern side where it was found (pl. X-B). Though fragmen-
tary, the carving depicts a portion of the throne under & pavilion for the Bodhisattva, While

on the left are shown five of the devas, another deva probably Indra (?) is depicted as stand-

Another fragment from one of the sides of the dyaka platform on the west shows the
Bodhi tree with the Buddha underneath it (only the head of the Buddha with its halo s
visible), and to the right of the Buddha two bullocks with a cartman holding one ‘of them
(pl. IV-B). One bullock is standing, while the other is reclining. The cartman looks back
at the Buddha with great respect. The scene evidently is another depiction of the visit
of the merchants Bhallika and Trapusha whose attention to the presence of the Buddha
under the Bodhi tree was drawn by the situation of the stuck and the stubborn bullocks,

i T.H,mmmmﬁmlﬁpmﬂuﬁ%ﬂm&.ﬂ.
* 48T Memoir, No, 54, pl. XLYIILB,
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The western side of the stiipa has also yielded another interesting fragment (pl. V,2),
A segment piece which was found in the débris, but which originally adorned the drum of the
stitpa. The acene depicted shows a mountainous region in which are seated two dwarfish
figures with stout bodies and tiny legs, each covering his body with a thick shawl leaving
exposed the chest and the abdomen. The rocky area is laid to the left of a tree and in front
of it is the (broken) liead of a monk. The purport of the scene is not clear, but the dwarfish
figures by their presence, peculiar dress and appearance would seem to suggest that they are
either ganas! or more probably the Pratyeka-Buddhas who, by their flying powers could easily
go to the summits of hills, and who frequent the Nandamiila cave on the Himilayas.

four of them are of males, three distinetly of royal personages ag shown by their diverse
head-dresses, the fifth is that of a lady whose combed and parted hair, rounded cheeks and
well-formed neck suggest that this is Indian art at its best (pl. XI-A).

An ascetic with hair secured in a side knot seated by the side of what appears to be a
corn nag or jar is the subject of another fragment. The jar has a narrow mouth into which
something in the shape of a handle or ladle is inserted (pl. V. 1). The handle reminds us
of spoons used for picking cereals or pickles from jars.

Two fragments, both from the vicinity of the stiipa, relate to the worship of the stiipa
(plate VI-B). One, from the side of the dyaka platform on the west, shows in bold reljef the
chhatra with its shaft standing on the harmikd and a flying Vidyadhara on the right come to do
houour to the Parinirvana of the Buddha, symbolised here by the stiipa. The gala, anda and
vedikd portions are broken and missing. In the other fragment the anda and the vedikd alone

show.

Yet another fragment. shows the p«0jecting part of & chaitya slab in which the hand of
the Buddha affords protection, an attendant waves chamara by his side, a lion-bracket and a
royal worshipper with & flower arranged on his head, are all shown in vertical order from right
to left.

A fragment from the anda, also from the surrounding debris of the stiipa shows a row
of piirnaghatas or vases above a row of stitpas.

A number of fragments showing the undulating garland borne by devas and noble
personages abuve two vertical rows of piirnaghatas and Triratnas—a motif peculiar to copings
of South Indian Buddhist - rails—were also found on the lower portion of the anda
(pl. XI-E).

Excavation was continued on the eastern side of the stiipa revealing a passage 15" 8"
wide from the moulding of the pradakshina to a brick wall extending to a length of 109’ ¢~
which separated the stipa from a group of structures to the east of the wall, constituting a
monastery. A landing faced by Cuddapah slabs in the centre of this wall, §' long, appears
to have served as an entrance between the stiipa and the monastery area.

The partition wall, or more correctly, the outer wall of the chapel and monastio area,
running from north to south, 109" 8", bears plaster on both sides and turns gt both ends

*ﬁuhmﬂhﬁumﬂmd'ﬂ-ﬂ“nhwhy Indjans, though the ters s not popular in Buddhist
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towards the east. It extends on the right to a length of 38’ 2°, and on the left to a length of
372" and its width is 2'8” on the right and 26" on the left. Tt encloses two apsidal ehaityas
(fig. 2). The eastern terminals of this wall were found to join the wall of a monastery placed
at right angles to them. -The southern enclosure wall revealed a drain 8" wide, formed by
Cuddapah slabs. It was placed 3’ away from the south-west corner and must have taken
out the water accumulating in the chaitya enclosure. In this chaitya enclosure were exposed
two apsidal chaityas facing each other, one towards the south and called Buddha-chaitya from
the fact that a Buddha statue was enshrined in it (pl. XII-B), and the other facing north and
called Stipa-chaitya because a votive stiipa was enshrined there (pl. XI1-A).

Bupona-cuarrya (pl. XII-B) : Inan area, 31° 10° wide, was found an apsidal chaitya,
38" 8" long, oblong in plan, facing south (fig. 2). Although no trace of the superstructure
remaing (for the exposed wall is nowhere above 3’ high), it is possible as in the case of chaityas,
that this also was originally covered by a vaulted chamber as in the Kapotesvara temple
at Chezerla, with a row of earthen finials of which traces remain (pl. XI11-A) The exterior
wall of the chaitya has a facing of Cuddapah slabs along the base, vertically lnid, as a retainer
for the brick wall. Over this, the wall was covered with plaster 1™ thick and finely finished.
The inner side of the wall was equally applied with plaster down to the floor. The floors
and steps were of stone (Cuddapah), the front step 211" in diameter, being cut in the form
of a semi-circle usually called a “moon-stone”. Though generally the moon-stones discovered
hitherto at Nagirjunakonda are plain, in the present case was an outer semi-cireular border
of white limestone in three parts fitted to the edge of the * moon-stone . Its width ia 8°
and on its upper side is a frieze in which a procession of animals is carved in bas-relief
(pl. XTI-B). The animals march from left to right, each placed with n a panel framed by inter-
vening foliage. While the lion occurs five times and the elephant twice, animals such as
deer, horse, boar, bull and buffalo occur only once each. The architectural member of the
*“ moon-stone " is here developed into a thing of surprising beauty as in Ceylon which may
easily be expected as Buddhists from Ceylon had settled at Nagirjunakonda.!

The moon-stone leads on to another step (5" x2'8") and this to a narrower passage
(#10"%3). This leads into a rectangular prayer hall (16'8" <10'6") at the northern end
of which is a brick mandapa whose height is preserved up to 20”. This mandapa is also
apsidal in shape, 62" long, with its front showing a retaining brick wall 2 wide, and with
both sides plastered. The fact that its inner side was covered by brick and plastered suggests
that the brick elevation of the mandapa was an after-thought.

Two limestone pillars 9” square are fitted into this wall, and two more, also 9" square,
found placed 5° behind so as to form a square, suggest clearly a mandapa provided on this
platform for the showing of a statue of-the Buddha. This statue was found in four pieces
namely the padmdsana, the feet of the Buddha (pl. XIV-A), the body of the Buddha
(pl. X-A) and his left hand. The head could not be recovered. The total height of the Buddha
is 610", and with the head it must have been 8 high, affording a spectacular show. The
padmasana, which is only semi-circular with a dismeter of 2117, is a loose part originally
meant to be fitted to the feet of the Buddha—a contrivance resorted to in very rare cases
by stone-workers. The torso of the Buddha shows the saighdi in thick flowing lines leaving
the right arm and shoulder bare (pl. X-A). The left hand (broken) was held up to the level

i Bee above, p. 8. 3
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of the shoulder and beld the fringe of the cloth. Behind the neck a socket has been scooped
for fitting the image to a baek support, the nature of which is indeterminable in the absance
of the back piece or the stone for support. Between the legs, 1’2" long and 53" broad, is
smkntﬂﬂﬂedmthuupperpuﬁulthepﬂdmﬁmmwﬁchmhﬂdmﬁomﬁnwbyth
perfection of its close-fitting stone stopper (pl- XIV-A). On removing the stone piece or
stopper, the hole was found to be }” in diameter and 1" deep, and in it was found a gold
tube §” high and §° in dismeter (pl. XIV-B). This tube contained 95 pearls, one of them
measuring }° in diameter and the rest smaller than mustard seeds and bone(?) ash that had
slipped into the cavity as the bottom of the tube had been opened. The mouth of the tube
was closed by hand pressure. The ash has not been examined but it may be of bone. How-
ever, the find is of the utmost importance s it proves that the ceremony of cornsecration
(pratishthipana) which must have been resorted to during the installation of the Buddha
image was very much the same as it is in moders Hindu ritual (cf. kavacha, svastika, yantra
and other devices).

Among other interesting things found mn the Buddha-chaitya, mention may be made
of two odd bricks that went at the corners. One (10" x84") has two of its sides worked
into an elegant amalaka-offset and the other is L-shaped (7" x 6% {pl. XV-B). Other objects
included an odd pillar fragment with cubical base and octagonal shaft (377 9}”) the top of
which shows a knob suggesting that something went on it ; & limestone head of the Buddhs,
4" high and 3}* wide from ear to ear, with the @rmd on the forehead embossed and the hair
mﬂhgtnmdnthnle&[plﬂﬂj;mdmhmdfnhuiw pieces whose presence
cannot be explained.

At the north-eastern corner of the chaitya enclosure was found, at 33" below the
ground level, a beautiful limestone coping slab with intricate carving on both sides (pl. XVI),
It measures 1°11° X 1'2}* and is 3" thick at the bottom but 2" at the top where it is fluted.
The underside bears a lenticular tenon 8% long, meant to go into the socket of an upright
(firdhva-patta). The scenes carved on it are purely decorative. - There are three panels for
each side set in a gorgeous floral border, the latter being the same on both sides. The vertical
panels on the obverse (pl. XVI-A) contain royal figures and ministers worshipping with
flowers, while those on the reverse of the slab (pl. XVI-B) show two elephants marching
abreast, as well as dwarfs (yanas) offering warship.

Another interesting find made in the chaitya enclosure is a limestons water-spout
(3'1" x5} x4") (pl. XV-A) which must have come from the ceiling of the mandapa when
it fell. Between the chaitya's moon-stone and the landing of the st@pa were found, freely
mixed with mud and débris, a large number of stucco decorations in pieces. A few select
pieces are figured in pls. XVII and XVITI, Particular mention may be made of decorative
pieces of stucco material in which geometrical patterns ate depicted (pL XVII-A). Among
other designs shown, the most popular are undulating lines, curves, a plain, circular or floral
svastika ; squares, Triraing ; flowers, in which the full-blown lotus with its seed-vessel ax.
posed figures prominently (pl. XVII-B), leaves of various plants ; and animal heas such as
those of the lion, tiger, monkey and snake hoods (pl. XVIII-A) ; while small cylindrical pieces
whose purpose is not clear, are also known (pl. XVIII-B).

Srlra-cHAITYA (pl. XTI-A): At a distance of 160" from the moon-stone of the
Buddha-chartya, on the same line and with the same plan oxcept that its entrance faced north,
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was exposed another apsidal chastye, with the following measurements : wall 3'0° wide,
prayer hall 266" 108", passage 30" 3'0", step 50" % #'3" and moon-stone pavement
outside 30" long with a limestone border (fragmentary 2'3"3<8") existing on the western
side, showing lion, buffalo and horned lion. At the southern end of the inner hall, paved
with Cuddapah slabs, is built & votive stiipa which mensures 710" in diameter at the base,
but narrows above. A circular limestone padmisana faces it at the base, while above are
honizontal courses of Cuddapah slabs. The anda of the stipa is missing. In the earlier
excavations this votive stiipa appears to have been opened, but_subsequently closed. As
the space between the wall and the stiipa is only 1’5" wide, circumambulation was around
the whole chaitya. The outer side of the chaitya-wall shows Cuddapah vertical casing above
which was a heavy plaster finish one inch thick over the bricks some of which were 20" x
107 % 3", the largest measurement known for bricks, comparing very well with the Mauryan,
Behind the apse were found a pottery finial, 113" high, that must have gone on the roof of the
chaitya (pl. XIII-A) and a big pillar which must have belonged to the maudapa of the monas-
tery. Both the Stigpa-chaitya and the Buddha-chaitya had in all probability gabled roofs.

Monastery (fig. 2-B): In a large tract to the east of the chaitya (95'8" x72'2%)
were exposed the three wings of a nmenastery with the general arrangement of five cells for
each wing, each cell being on the awetage 9°3°% 7. In the centrs of these wings was found
# well-laid out mandapa 56’ square with hmestone pillars forming five bays and with an outer
facing edged by vertical Cuddapah slabs over limestone mouldings, in turn placed on hori-
zontal Cuddapah slab courses, the whole supported by brick courses,

The southern wing of the cells was first exposed. The cells (pl. XIX-A) have each
an entrance 1°10” wide facing the north, whose interior steps held traces of plastering §*
thick. Cell 1 (the numbering of cells in each wing is from right to left) had a rusty iron axe-
head (63" 21" X 1") on its floor. Cells 3, 4 and 5 have at the entrance brick mouldings (16"
X 0'9") finished in plaster with a smoothly polished surface. Curiously enough, there is a
paved verandah on this wing only (fig. 2), 52 long and 36" wide, a section of which 19°9"
long was opened to expose the mouldings of cells 3, 4 and 5. The passage between the ver-
andah and the mavdapa is 5} wide.

To the east of cell 5 is a toom, probably & bath room (8’8" x5) with an opening 2
wide leading to it (pl. XX-A). In this room was found a stone trongh (18" % 8}") (pl. XX-B)
in the shape of a rectangular socket with Cuddapah slabs placed vertically on the four sides.
The slab is grooved to resemble u ladle with a central channel }* deep and with its span 77
in diameter. The span is further grooved in its centre—the pit thus formed being 3" in
diameter and here is drilled a hole 4" wide through which water flowed into a covered under-
ground drain, 4" wide near the trough but gradually widening as it proceeded towards the
south (pl. XX-A and fig. 2), its greatest width being 93”. The drain is edged and covered by
Cuddapah slabs and bears a groove on the underside to a distance of 14’ and, with a gentle
slope down, proceeds to a length of 22 towards the south, where in a soak-pit (107 x 8’ x 6')
formed by alternate layers of rubble, pebbles, sand and lime, it emptied the water.

To the east of the drain is an open area (17'6" % 7°10") in which no traces of cells were
found. This might have served as a convenient place for the monks and/or nuns to attend
to their necessaries, such as washing and bathing. But no drains, apart from the drain in the

bath room, were noticed.  In this area were found pieces of pottery (pl. XXI), bowls, lids and
£
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other carthen articles which were generally red (pl. XXI-B). The designs on the potsherds
vqﬁmmﬂinmﬁnutuinhiﬂummhomdhtmtnﬂhhﬁdmwbﬂe
ﬁpﬂglhm,gwmhim[mmh,ﬁmbmuh,lndhmﬁng-m;mﬂwwﬁy
of mention. Especially noteworthy are three potsherds, one with the design of two crude
ﬁlhasﬁ]umndonit{pl.ﬂll-ﬂj'hﬂuthgﬁhnmmﬂ:mmﬁtntamhww
:howhgthnhthr‘ku'inﬂﬂhmimﬂyﬁﬁnﬁng:hﬂﬂﬂ.hgﬂhﬂwith&mwrﬁul
lines joined by & horizontal one. The latter design may represent a latter or a swmbol, the
nature n{whinhinindatarmimhlguthnpohhudinhmkm:tihilplm

Admi]umngmmufﬁwmﬂ:hfunn&mthmmﬁngui the monastery,
thmcﬁngnﬂdwhkhhwr,ﬂwmwmmwd&aﬂﬂ the
cells. Cell 5 of this wing alone is 9’ in length. A raised plinth 104" wide and 10" high,
plastered §” thick, runa along the side of the inner wall of the cells and is on a level with the
entrances to the cells (1'10" wide each). Perhaps cells 2 and 4 wers used as store rooms,
umrﬁmlntanamﬂingumnhuwwﬂhemquimdlmbepinguhmihinpdﬁm were
found in them, Inmﬂﬁ.i'lhovnthaﬂm-km,wuhundnbmdlhﬁ&quhlhb.#hhh
mighthvehannmbmmmem:mhﬁmlhﬂadﬁng. Nothing of importance by
way nfm:![nnﬁquiﬂm_wufarundinthamlltnﬂhiuwing.ﬁ:mptfwmlllrhinh}idded
& lead coin with the Ujjmin symbol on one gide and an indistinct symbol on the other (pl.
XXXVI, 6) attributed to the Satakarnis, a round bead of stuceo §” in diameter, and two
pieces of ivory bangles.

A,nnpeningwhinhiumt:dmronthuhmkwl[[{fm'wide}bythnlidau!th#ﬁﬁh
cell appears to have served as an exit on this side. The northern wing of ells which runs from
east to west, is 70'9" long, Aninthemufhhnuwth-eutmmrufthnmﬂnm.ﬁﬂ
mmpnndiugnurhhmmnmwhmtnnifmﬁththnmﬂghutahnn:hmm
room (170" x96"). Tis floor extends inte the passage by 2 and its outer wall'is 3 wide,
9" more than in the case of the cells in this wing. This was probably a shrine, for in it
wl.ufunndl.mfwuffmpﬂhmdﬁmtmuatmiﬁhrvﬂdi’ﬂ'mhhemmrnﬁuﬂﬂm
passage, with a retaining wall 1§* high between them, while, placed in the room against the
inner side of the exterior wall, are two pilasters of Cuddapah stone at an interval of 4’3,
The steps leading into this room were not found. In & comner of the room was discovered a big
pot (1’6" 1'4") (pl. XXXTI-A) covered by two stone lids, ane square which went below and
the other circalar,

To the west of the shrine, there continue the row of five cells (pl. XTX-B) of this
wing. A plinth 10" wide and plastered {" thick runs along the wall of the cells nearer the
mandapa, with a passage between the mandapa and the plinth which measures 8}’ wide at the
western end and 8°10” wide at the eastern end. There are traces in front of cells 3 to 5 of a
narrow platform (with a length of 25°) probably in the nature of & bench or verandah for
the monks to sit on. This had overlapped the earlier plinth of the cells. Between the
platform which showed traces of 2" thick lime mortar with polish and the mapdapa were found
pieces of hrick roof-tiles (pl. XV-B).

Cell No. 1 appears to have been important for on the floor of the north-eastern corner
of it was found a limestone piirma-ghata in seven parts (pl. XXIIT-A-B). Tt is 15" high, 10"
in dinmeter at the body and 4" at the mouth. The impact at the time of the ruin must have
jamumed the vessel, but luckily it had not lost its shape. The vessel was originally designed in
four parts, bottom 31" high, narrow belt above it 1§° wide, upper part of the body of the
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vessel 31" high, and neck 13" high (pl. XXIV). A rim " high and 5}" in diameter is placed
over the neck; the mouth of which is covered by a close-fitting limestone stopper in the shape
of a double-padma, with seed-vessel. The double-padma, which is in two parts, is 2° high,
its lower part is 4}* in diameter and its upper an inch less. Stuck to the body of the veasel
were found reven limestone bits, which on examination were found to fit into a single bowl,
or more probably a ceremonial umbrella 61" in diameter. The latter suggestion is streng-
thened by the discovery in the centre of an' umbrells so fixed, of & pointed nail head "
high. The nail seems to have touched the central seed-vessel of the double-padma where
there is a hole to prove it. The umbrells is 6}" in diameter and 1}" high, and originally
must have gone on the double-padma. Pl XXIV-A gives an idea of the arrangement
of the piirna-ghata. Buch an elaborate arrangement is commensurate with the nature of its
contents, for, although deposited in an unpretentious cell, the pirna-ghaja yiclded two small
teeth (pl. XXIV-B) in an excellent state of preservation. One was a wisdom tooth (}” in
diameter) and one came from the front of the mouth (1" wide). The teeth relics are of
comparatively small size, allowing one to wonder that teeth could be so small. It is
surprising that the vessel was otherwise empty.

Cell No. 5 yielded a corroded iron measure of small denomination, 3}" in diameter
containing within the mud a lead coin, showing on the obverse an elephant and on the
reverse something indistinet (pl. XXXVT, 10). Near this measure were found pieces of
mica. Cell No. 3 has on its outer side a moulding of plaster one inch thick. Traces of similar
plaster here and there on the wall suggest that it was originally plastered throughout.

Maxpara (pl. XXV): In the centre of the monastery was exposed a big mandapa
55" square, with six rows of limestone pillars forming five bays each way, very few of which
remain intact. The stumps of most of them are i situ. The pillars (from a study of the
few that are intact) are 11" % 011" at their base. An octagonal central part 16" long is
on the average characteristic of every pillar, while the sections above and below are cubical,
Half lotuses over friezes of animals, birds (geese), makaras, T'ri-ratnas, stipas or foliage ocoupy
the cubical area towards the octagonal section. The top of each pillar has a rectangular mor-
tice into which a wooden beam must have fitted in the wooden battens placed above, which in
turn supported a stone ceiling. This leads us to the question of the roof of the mandape.
As no pieces of wood remain, the perishability of this material must have caused the final
disintegration of the roof, and on the floor of the mandapa as well as in the passage all around
were indeed found remains of the roof. An analysis of the roof from the existing remains
indicates the usage of a layer of Cuddapah slabs 14" thick, over which two courses of bricks
were laid fiat and diagonally in lime mortar. Above these are 3° of brick concrete mixed
with brick-pieces. The final course is of fine concrete 17 thick with a plaster finish on its top
which must have been the terrace.  Water collecting on the terrace found its way out through
limestone spouts of which three were recovered (pl. XV-A). One of them 31" long must
have extended and to an abnorm.cl length of 2, the remaining 1°1" which bears traces of lime
mortar on it was held in the mortar binding of the ceiling. Since the projecting length
is more than functionally required an answer is indicated to the question of the reason for the
location of a large number of stucco ormamentation found mixed with mud in the passage
around the mandaps. Nearly a third of the stucco decorations figured in pls. XVII and
XVII1 were found on the north-eastern cormer of the passage very near the north-eastarn
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edge of the mandapa. The designs are similar to those described elsewhere., The find of
the spouts, one of which has been considered to project abnormally, would suggest the exis-
tence of a stone moulding or cornice, scooped as cyma-recta, that was fitted on to the ceiling
Naturally the spouts were long to prevent water from flowing on to the cornice. The well
preserved nature of the stucco ornaments suggests their possible location underneath the
cornice and above the pillars where they were safe both from human touch and sun and rain,
In the Hampi ruins, in Bellary District, at Chandragiri and Gurramkonda Mahals in Chittoor

District stucco work can be seen- arranged similarly.

. Thawesf,umedgeof&hemd’apagivuuchari&unithﬂmmgumtuiﬁabm
and the plinth of the mandapa (pl. XXV-A). This side was also important because. it con-
tained in its centre a flight of steps 410" wide, with makara balustrade of Cuddapah slabs,
and moon-stone 210" long with a limestone revetment, of which only fragments remain.
This is an important entrance to the mandapa since it is in alignment with the main stiipa
even though there is another smaller one on the northern side of the mandapa lacking a
balustrade. The floor of the mandapa was probably 2" high as indicated by the level of the
passage. A cross section of the floor was made and revealed at the edges of the mandapa
mOTe a8 & retaining necessity, 4 courses of bricks laid in mud mortar with the top finished
with plaster §” thick. The lowest brick course was laid on brick concrete mixed with mud
over 6 thick. This arrangement is found only at the edges of the mandapa, while the centre
had only an earth filling with an assortment of brick-bats and stone pieces. There appear
to have been a plaster finish on the top as well as the edges.

The outer edge of the mandapa was sectioned, revealing 3 courses ot bricks held by
mud mortar with natural soil (mooram) below them. Above the brick course is the ground
level with horizontal course of Cuddapah slabs 2° thick supporting a limestone moulding 8”
high with cyma-recta showing on the outside. Over this moulding is placed a vertical course
of Cuddapah slabs 10” high on which a Cuddapah slab course 2}* thick is laid horizontally.
This appears to have projected slightly beyond the plane of the vertical course below. The
top af the horizontal course marked the floor, which therefore must have been at a height of
about 2° above ground level. The limestone moulding has scattered grooved slots
particularl  at the corners, in which carved limestone uprights (such as those found in the
workshop) to be described helow (pl. XXVII-B) must have gone. They were probably held
in their pesition on the top by the horizontal course of slabs.

The find in the monastery ruins of long water spouts of stone, limestone pillars with
chases cut on their top, tiles mostly with holes, and concrete slags with a large number of
thin stone s'abs with a uniform width of 1 3* each embedded in them seems to indicate the
nature of the roofs of both the cells and the mandapa. The cells had probably a lean-to-roof
covered up with tiles while the mandapa had a flat terraced roof at least 11°-12" thick. A
careful examination of this terraced roof revealed that its thicknesa of 11"-12” was made
up of a stone slab 1’ 3" wide, two courses of thin flat bricks laid diagonally with lime mortar
and two other lime concrete layers of small bricks of two different sizes and finally finished
off on top with a thin layer of lime. It had been observed already that the walls of the
tells were narrow ; fthis will lead us to conclude that the part of the monastery containing
the cells and also perhaps the mandapa had only one storey. Another interesting feature
worth recording is that the southern side of the compound wall of the monastery revealed
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holes which were probably meant for taking away or draining away rain water. Only
stone pillars of the mandapas were found, not the beams or rafters. We know from our
study of the Amardvati Stipe and. its rail that early architecture was wooden. The beams
and rafters here also ought to have been of wood and marks indicating the thickness of the
rafters were noticed st the bottom of the slabs along the joint. The monastery was
plastered and many of the cells still retain the old fine plaster. The mandapa and perhaps
the walls of the cells too were embellished with decorations of stucco of various designs, a
arge number of which have been figured-in pls. XVII and XVIIL

Oraer Structures (fig. 2): To the north of the chaitya enclosure other structures
were exposed to view. At the north-western end abutting the enclosure wall of the chaitya
and the stiipa was found a room (marked F in fig. 2) with a north to south axis (12’ 9" 26" 3")
with its northern wall 30" wide and its eastern wall 2° wide. The eastern wall has a small
opening 9" wide. In this room were found fragments of spouted vessels, terracotta figurines
(XXVI-B) some of them bearing lamps on their heads and necks of vessels with a large
hole in the centre and a small one at the side (pl. XXII-A). This room was in all probability
a store room for such things as lamps required for use in the adjoining monastery cells. A
fragment of a pot adorned with rows of oil lamps fixed on its body near the mouth suggests
kuribha-harati (i.c., pot of lamps), one of the auspicious marks (pl. XXII-A).

Adjoining this room is & large rocom 12 broad and 26’ in length  This room (marked
Jmpla.n,ﬁg 2] appears to widen 7' more and extend further to a length of 40’. The room

is oriented from west to east and has plaster }* thick over its lateral walls. 16 feet away
from the lamp-room at a depth of 2° 8" from the supposed surface of the floor of the room,
were found in orderly fashion as in &8 Workshop or Factory, 61 limestone slabs clearly sugges-
tive of a sculptor’s studio. Several chippings of both limestone and other stones support
this identification. Out of the 61 slabs, 48 are uncarved coping slabs, each 1’4" x 1° 0" x2}",
with one side flat and the other convex. These were evidently meant to go as rail copings.
An interesting cross bar of a rail (1’ 17 117 X2) with lenticular edges has carving on one -
side only in which within a lotus medallion two- elephants are shown in profile one behind
the other (pl. XXVII-A). ~Eleven uprights with carving on one‘side only (104" x 4"—5}" % 1%)
gshow half lotuses on the top and the bottom with three vertical flutes between them
(XXVII-B). Their breadth varies from 4"-54". The typical ones are figured in pl. XXVII-B.
The designs are lotus, acanthus, and a variety of grouping of leaves and petals. The most
interesting find in this workshop, and one which at once marks the room as such, is a grey
limestone slab (1° 8" x 1" x 3”) bearing in outline a sketch (pl. XXVIIT) of the bracket end of
a frieze displaying a fdlabhaiijikd holding the branch of a tree such as is depicted in the
various friezes exposed in the earlier excavations!. The sketch shows a pillar on top of
which is the end shaped as a makara head from whose mouth issues a licness. A dwarf
pulls the snout of the makara. In graceful pose stands the falabhaiziki under the phalke-
end lightly holding the half-worked branch of the tree that is yet to be created by the artist,
her right arm on her waist By her side is nn attendant of small size holding a toilet box
in her hands for the use of the éilabhasijikd. A stone bench 7 long (pl. XX1X-A) was found
at the extreme eastern end of the broader side of the Workshop with a dozen limestone
chippings scattered nearly asif it were used for chiselling. Was it the seat of the Foreman
of the Workshop ?
' Bee Longhurst’s M emuir, No. 54, pls. XXVILB, XXVILA, XXIX.C, XXXIT.4, XXXIILC, XXXV-R.
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To the north of the lamp-room (F), on central alignment with the stiipa en-
nluaman]],mexpmndauhnmbm[pL XXXI-A) which is circular on the outside with a
diameter of 137", but within a 611" square (H, fig. 2) and with an entrance in the north
1’10 wide and 36" long. Although its exterior looks like a stiipa, its square interior suggests
that the structure was probably s chaitya. But the absence of either a votive stiipa or an
image of the Buddha in it makes the identification of the structure a.puszzle, Nothing was
found in it. Was this a guard room or a strong room ? These are questions which may be
so'ved by subsequent excavation of the area further ta the north, west and east.!

Excamﬁnmwmmnﬁnundtnthennﬂhuithinﬂirmhrmum&ndpnﬂiﬂydmiﬂ
1937-38 and completed in 1938. They exposed in an area, 134/ X 134’, an extensive
aunilarmnhntnfﬂiteNn.ﬁwﬂhlmntrulmgﬁnpamdwingsofm[hofdiﬂmntdimm
the larger cell measuring 9’ 8" 7" and the smaller 7 6" % 8’ 4*, The edges of the mandapa
uwﬂuufthnﬁngunfwﬂummukadbymﬁnﬂﬁmﬁnmuhhmﬁmsﬂyinﬁm
upemdhytheenhmmmﬁuﬁnguftwumthmstapaindndhgnm-ﬂamﬂihmﬂ'
balustrade bearing makara-design as in Site 6. Four such entrances can be made out in
phumx-ﬂ.unhuthepiﬂlmufthumntrﬂmg@qnththﬂhﬂmhhihm
between the wings of cells and the mandapa. Thust-nmpanfpiﬂ_?mmbamldamwth
edges of the mandapa (pl. XXIX-B). The pillars were of three parts, viz. two cubical parts
and a central octagonal part, The cubical parts bear designs of half-rosettes as in the case
of the upright pillars of the rail of the Amarivati stilpa.

Dntlmanrnt.h—matmarnfthiummupomd:sqmehuu‘z'xu’!’,whinh
on examination showed that it was filled in with coarse grained sand mixed with lime. This
Mwuadgadhygbull;uimnaﬁandthinmﬁu!ntaneuhbumdhadmmmih
north side 1” 10" wide. Another stone belt, 1’ 10" wide, of similarly thin and vertical stone
glabs, was found around it. Beven!pimufpottury.jm.mmhbummiﬂ.hmnﬂl,
Iud,ghumdgmnmnaumwtnfthammnhuﬂbythhnbuh Why this area
of such interesting finds has a double belt of vertical stone slabs is not clear | Subsequent
excavation may perhaps throw light on this.

Also in the area to the north of Site No. 8, were exposed from the corners of two brick-
built enclosures two terracotta jars, at a depth of 2 3 from the ground level. Both the
jars were covered by stone lids. One was 4}" in diameter at the mouth and 1’ 2* high with
1ts contents made up of fine sand mixed with fine earth. The other, 11" in diameter at the
mouth and 1” 6" in height contained coarse grained sand and fine earth (pl. XXXII-A).
The purpose of these two jars as made out from their contents is not clear. The place of
their find is evidently a cell of the monastery. Both Sri K. N. Dikshit and 8ri G. C. Chandra
thought that they were probably burial urns. But what have burial ums to do with a
Buddhist monastery and with their contents such as fine earth and sand only is difficult to
comprehend |

lhmhuqu-ntlm_:lum.,humﬁihrmmm. The one adjuining supplies the answer, fur in it was
found nt fta south west comer & sbae bod.  This -ﬂlmw;mlhiipmlmm-mrﬂmdm.m
ture, Th-h&ul'lhrhunramnktmhlhl-nlypr-ilﬂ-nhn. Hm,l.hlmdhﬂum.imlhptnlnumwmm
Mfmm-lﬁmmﬂﬂ.-htmdwhﬂdﬁu
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Site No. 5
= (Pls. ITI-A and XXXT-B and fig. 3)
A brick stiipa, 3_1_;' 3"in diameter including the dyaka plattorm was exposed completely
in 1938, 100 yards to the north-east of Site 5 (pl. XXXI-B). The construction of this
stiipa is similar to that of Stidpa 3 (fig. 3). This was partially excavated by Mr. Longhurst

EXCAVATIONS ar NACARJUNAKONDA

SITE NaS
PLAN or STUPA.

who calls it Stdpa 2 (Memoir 54, p. 19). Although its dyaka platforms are present, that on
the west alone remains intact, 8" 9" long with a projection of 1" 9" from the drum. The
Zreatest height of the stiipa so far as it remains is &' and nothing was found in the interior.

The vutside was finished with plaster,
%‘q Od0 .
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No pradakshina path was traceable, Thehrichwmnfndd!h:pm;ﬂmlpuill
type of bricks (20" % 10" x ") were not in evidence. Several pieces of dyaka pillars were found
intheviuinity,nnlyununfwhiuh{ﬂ’highandIl'hmdwithlnntuhl'aqmnni’hhp]
WaE recovered intact,

Ijmﬂﬂﬂﬂamwingnhﬂmthu&yaﬁuphtfﬂmuwmfnnn&iuhnpakuhih,mof
them taken out in earlier excavations. Afewmuumdthi:ymmwwﬂnmdingrhh
their carvings of dwarfs Lm:j.mﬂhmmddmtﬁng'tmi flying devas.

ﬂnnfrlgment.whmmbjwtmpmbtblythaﬂuddhmhdnnaBhrnm,mﬁgnmd
Sakra with high crown standing in worship, andthamn!twnh;mdlﬁhhdding
chamara.

A fragment shows a dwarfish gana blnwingnmnnh(pl_lxul.ﬂ}_. On another is a
m&.kum,thnh&yphciugharlnfthlndunthaﬁght!hﬂuﬂunfherlqm.'hubyhhhud-
dmnppumir.obearuyﬂpmmmge. In & third fragment, thﬂhdjﬂlnﬂ!ﬂmqm
huﬂhghyherrﬂmdhﬂhndthehmuhof:hmnﬁhherhv&ri:fondlinghnchin.

Lhatﬂnmuniumedﬂnnbiggarﬁlgmt,l‘fhigh probably from one of the
aidmafthaéyuhphtfmm{pL?ﬂI—Bj. Wh:tmmimahmndudinwhinhtmhu
fuﬂmimdmﬁﬂnmﬁwﬂhmmnmmﬁmghﬁnbaﬂy. Above can
buumthelwerhdidam:ndthamrpurﬁundaﬂpuhm&hﬁh—hmnmwhm
back was mounted & warrior. Hiurighthnnd(thntllunuminn}m:hnglm

A large carving (40" % 20" % 6") was found on the southern side of the western
dyaka platform (pl. XXX-B). Anithuuunﬂmpimitmhummﬁam
Ihmningnhﬂihmﬂentwnrlmmhiptrpimlnf&ﬂyjndhn art, specimens of
which are found in large numbers at Amarivati quwnﬁmdnhgh,nqhunpoﬁad
dmmdﬁnmhtwmfoﬁnguhndn,mmhmimhlmmhdwﬂnqﬂm. The
‘top scene illustrates the lamentation at Kapilavastu when Chanda, the groom, returned
withthﬂhommﬂlhlft&rtheﬂuddhn hadrmuumadthnwnﬂdlhdtn.hnt-u ascetic
life. Thagromﬂhnndahﬁhumkneaﬁngbdomﬁugﬂﬁddhpdm;mdmpor&ngmhim
the incidents relating to the B '8 renunciation. Thekinghuﬁmnadhilhudamyin
griefwithbjaright-hlnd:bnntt-ntuuﬂhnrbmthhha-dinma:pmmnfgriﬁltthiu
fate, a pose imitated by the groom. Buhindﬂhndnuhnduthnhmﬁthadrmﬁngmk
bent low in evident grief. ByihanYchuihnuﬂapﬁﬂg'ﬁhgﬁdhuHinghlhemk
of her attendant for support. Tmuthulﬁmdmmmndbﬁhindhurinpm
expressing grief, AthMmﬁ@thmMﬂmﬂmWﬂMﬂm
guard with sword in left hand watches the lamentation scene with sympathy. She is
evidently on the point of rushing into thumatumppurtthnmlhpuing Yadodhari. The
heads of two cim-bummlmmﬂnmbahimlﬂulﬂhndlm'n throne. The horse js
well-caparisoned. The groom has a tunic in a pattern of ﬂuwingvnrﬁnn]linaswhiuh, curiously
emmgh,iumuﬁnadonlytnf.hnwnhtl&enhmdmhnudﬂrpmthabody,eﬁdmuywm
as & token of respect in the king's presence.!  Yadodhari’s hni:rJnnhmhangingnnm
side, as they have not been completely plaited or dressed. The gateway shows arched
torana such as at Safichi ThutAnmnngnnrﬂnmmplamdmfaidamya]ohnmhmhm“

i ruu.mTu.m-mu the groom woars, me Longhuri's Memair, No. B, pl. XXVITL.C,
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in Amarivati and Goli is an interesting piece of social information!. In the foreground can
be seen a brick wall which was perhaps the rampart wall.

The scene below shows the celebration in the heavens when the devas of Trayastriméa
heaven removed the head-dress of the Buddha at the time of his renunciation and, placing
it on a tray, danced with joy. Accordingly a deva is dancing with the head-dress on a tray
placed on his head, while around him are ten dancing devas, five on each panel.®

Another carving, also from the dyaka-platform, either from its northern or western
side was found mixed up with the various bits of carvings found in Site 5. It bore signs of
wanton destruction and though much of its carving was speckled out, enongh remains to
identify it as a chailya-slab such as one comes across on the face of the Amarivati Stipa
drum (pl. XXXIII-A). The slab is in two parts, a central broad part bearing the design of

.a stiipa mostly obliterated, and a second part of flanking panels showing ornamental human
couples (of which four remain) engaged in love making and dallying. Though much of the
central panel is gone we can yet make out on the dome the Buddha preaching, two worship-
ping dwarfs, one on either side of the dome, and a harmika over the dome. The poses and
curves and the linear draughtsmanship of the human couples would rank the carving among
the best of Indian sculpture of the Ikshvika times (3rd century A.D.).

A long frieze also from the dyala-platform coutains in three sunk bands three
interesting scenes (pl. XXXIII-B). The first sunk band on the left shows a mithuna or
human couple engaged in love, the male member being a guard who holds a spear in his
hand. The second sunk band which is long, contains two important scenes from the life of
the Buddha, viz., the triumph of Buddha over Mira's evil forces and tempting danghters
and his enlightenment symbolised by an empty throne with worshippers around and tree
above, The treatment of the two scenes is highly conventional, that of Mira’s defeat is a
regular narration showing Mira defiant at the extreme left end, the Bodhisattva sitting in
meditation in all tranquillity at the right end under the Bodhi tree with Mira's hobgoblins
and daughters about him. The second scene which shows that the Buddha had become
enlightened is in symbolical language. An empty throne stands for the supremely enlightened
(samyak sambuddha) whom the soulptor would no longer encumber with same or form, for
did he (Tathigata) not transgress such limits i The surrounding worshippers bespeak the
exalted condition of the supremely enlightened.. The third sunk band reveals once more the
gnard with the spear and his 'ady-love whom we saw in the first band on the left end. The
guard wears a long cloak such as the kasichukin or usher in royal households is described as
wearing in ancient Sanskrit literature. Below the three panels runs a long frieze of geese
alternating with lotus flowers.

Two bits, also from the dyake-aren contain scenes of distinet iconographic value
(pl. XXXIII, C-D). On one is represented the ideal chakravartin or a monarch such as
Buddhist texts describe him to be and such as we find in Amarivati and Jaggayyapeta
Stiipas®.

A chakravartin is supposed to be associated with seven precious things (sapla-ratnas)
viz., parasol, wheel, drum or jewel (mawi), queen, horse, elephant and treasurer (or

 Thin recalls the appointment of Amazon guards sven in the times of the Mawryan empesor Chandragupta,

§ OF. rull copings from the Amsrivat] slipa ; Burgess, Amarieall ond Jagpayyapeps Stapas, P1L XXL

* T, N. Bamachandran, The idmbifoation of a Buddbist Sculpturs from Jaggagynpefa, Tith Oriental Conferenee pp, T63-7T2
4a
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prince). Here two of the rﬂlmt,ﬂ&,tlmqunﬂnaniﬂm'hadﬂnllbm'tﬂhrmm
hymeﬂdcdthaﬁahnmﬁn?hﬁhmmgh:puudm&yﬂﬂm@mm-
C). The sculpture being broken the othier details are lost. The treatment -of the subject
8 a5 in Amarivati raill.

Another fragment also from Site 5; contains scenes from the Vessantara Jataka®,
This Jataka was the last of the previous births of the Buddha. Prince Vessantara was devot-
od to giving gifts and alienated the subjects of his father, the king, by giving away to the
wmmamemwmmmmnm The subjects com-
thMﬁgW&eMy&mmlﬂmﬁhﬁmhﬁbmm
son to the farest. Mmﬂngirﬁepﬁmwumwﬂhhihmﬂyhhﬁn.hﬁm
lu:gumnwayhydqrmtobnhmimrhn.lpprmuhndhimhinhﬁnt.m,udm
chiidmn.andtosmmekh:gunhegod;_hinmwifn,whmhwhﬂusgi&,
chiefly to put the prince’s generosity to the test. &hnmuhdhin!mmﬂmhzhmk
to the prince together with many boons. ﬂecﬁﬁmmmmw&u’rm,
thaking,thmughwhmehndhheyh:ppmudtnhnhhnbytbubﬂhmin. With the aid of
hingmmi-nhildrenthekingmughtthapﬁnmtndhiuwﬂninthefmtlndhqlﬁﬂumh
the kingdom where all ended well.

The carving relates to the gift of the children to a brahmin when their mother was
absent, being detained in the forest, Tmumd'mchindimuthamdmu
a forest. In the foreground the brahmin, whuhﬂmﬁﬂmmdﬂhmuﬁﬂ.hm
driving them away through the forest, beating them with a stafl held in his right hand.
The left hand of the brahmin holds the characteristic umbrella of the brahmin. The children

beseaching his mercy. Amnrdinghthulwrythahlhminmtinhthnjmm

a creeper and with it bound the boy's right hand to the girl's loft and drove them away
beatingthmwiuntheendnufl.hnpruper. Thhdyﬂundm&&rmﬂhmmn
in the forest fatigued and carrying on her shoulder as in Amarivati and Goli sculptures?
& bamboo to the ends of which are suspended two baskets, doubtless containing the fruits
that she had collected. She is probably returning to the hut where her husband and children
were Jeft. She is approaching trembling, either apprehending some mishap at the hut, or
at sight of the lions in front of her, which are also shown in Goli and Amarivati It is said

sceme by introducing u deer in the foreground behind the greedy and cruel brakmin thereby
affording a convincing proof that the story happened in the forest, that of the gift of the
children in a lighter part of it and that of Madri in the thick of the jungle. The rest of the
story was doubtless depicted on the rigut which is unfortunately broken and lost

Three more pieces relate to three steles (pl. XIII). One relates to the conventional
method of repressnting the First Sermon that the Buddha propounded in the Deer-Park
at Barnith, in the manner of letiing in details such as two deer facing each other st the

' Eivarsmsmurti, Amurirali Sculptures in the Modrms Cocermmend Muwum, pl, XXX, bin
* The Jitaks, Vol VI, No. M7 {erdition of Covwrell),

" Ferguama, pl. LXV, g, ntx.n-uh..a...,hﬁﬁuhwum-hmu-m%gw.
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bottom, an empty throne in the centre with cushions spread on it, and a deva waving chd-
mara on either side and a pillar of effulgence and flames surmounted by the T'ri-ratna symbol
above the throne. The Tri-ratna stands for the Buddha, dharma and saigha. The pillar of
effulgence above the throne normally stands for the miracle of Srivasti that the Buddha per-
formed. But here the depiction of 2 deer at the foot of the throne not only points out that
the scene meant was the First Sermon but also that the pillar of flames coupled with an
empty throne just stands for the presence of the supremely enlightened Buddha. On a
second stele the above said details ocour except the flanking devas and the two deer.
Instead a makara with strings of pearls issuing from its mouth is found on the left of the
pillar of flame and effulgence. The pillar supports a T'ri-ratna. In the present case the absence
of deer would warrant the scene as likely to relate to the miracle of Sriivasti. The third
stele shows in a vertical order a half-rosette and addorsed winged lions recumbent on &
piirnaghata. The carving on the three steles is intricate (pl. XIIT, B, C, D).

Another carving from the eastern dyaka platform (4” 0"x2' 10" x5%) depicts two
unidentified scenes both apparently related, one (top) taking place in a village and the other
(bottom) in a forest (pl. XXX-A). Three roof-huts with a erow perched on one mark the
village. At the extreme ends are small bights formed by the arch. The left bight shows
a tree on which two birds (owl-like) are sitting. In the right bight is s king on horseback
followed by two of his men with conical caps and with shields in their hands and probably
similarly mounted, though their horses are not in view. The party appears to be proceeding
to the villege. In the village stands a lady holding a child on her right hip. Beside her
are two men and a lady, one of the men holding a spear in his hand and looking away from
her as if attracted by noise ontside. A low chair behind the lady with the child was ovidently
meant for her tosit. The lady is shown again on the left, this time without the child, suggest-
ing that the child had been taken away or snatched away from her by the horsemen who
evidently came for the child. Her looks and the expression of a number of people in front
of her, three of whom are beating their heads with their hands, betoken grief such as would
follow an event such as the separation of the child. A person of dignity at the extreme left
end i perhaps the master of the house who by being shown outside the village indicates
pechaps his intention to search and reclaim the child. Two birds (owl-like) perched on the
tree and realistically rendered as though they are in sympathy betoken the sense of the scene,
which is grief. A dog is introduced near the village gateway. The entire seene throbs
with realism. The scene below shows on the right the royal horseman on horseback: with
his followers, two of whom hold spears and shields, while two others are newly introduced,
one of them holding a sheathed sword which was attached to a band hanging from his left
ghoulder. In front of the king is a grotto in which an elephant is shown, and sbove the
elephant is an overhanging tree in the hollow of which can be seen & human head. s it
that of a tree spirit (brahma-rakshas) ! The story that the scene represents is not clear.
But a similar representation can be seen ut Amarfivati in & coping piece of the rail.t

¥ Rurgess, The Mweddhist Stilpes of Amardoafi ol Jogsayspete, pl. XLIX, 2.
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Site No. 2

Around the mandapa of the Mahdchaitya excavated l;j' Mr. Longhurst! was excavated

in 1938 a monastery (fig. 4) which consists of three irregular wings, north, east and south.
On the west, there was no wing becanse of the location of the chaitya built by Princess Chiri-

T
ELAN o MOMASTERY

EXCAVATIONS ar NACARJUNAKONDA
SITE Me 3.

a p A et 24 32 40 g8 =g r'..“‘.

Fig, 4

tisiri on the south-western corner. The
the Mahdchaitya exposed
pillars forming five bays.

mandapa in the centre, on correct alignment with
earlier, is 52" square and consists of a double set of six rows of

YA 8 L, Nomair, Ko, 64, pl. TV.A.
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Thnmnt.humwingwhichmﬁnﬂufﬂmlhhntndhtanunuf@iﬁ‘?“ntthewmhmmﬂ
lndwrﬂthnmuhmmdfmmhhnwhredgenfthamd’ape. The face of the back wall
of the cells seems to have been plastered. Entrances 1 9" wide each, which fuced north,
were found in the case of the first eight cells only. Large-sized bricks (207 10" %3") are
found particularly in the walls between cells. At the extreme end of the ninth cell is &
wall (2’6" wide) which projects 2’ 3" beyond the outer wall of the cell, while its width here
is less by 7.

There are no traces of a verandah for this row of cells, but a brick layer ¢’ 6° long
-and 10" wide runs south to north from the edge of the inner wall of the cells. At first it
suggested thntitmparhaputhandganfnmrmdah,hntwhmthamtemmpfmﬂn
was exposed, it was found to be just a continuation of the retaining wall of its verandah.
Beyond this to the east is a long room (42 3° X 14’ 3”) where there were no traces of cross-
walls. In it were found a number of potsherds (pl. XXI-B), bowls (pl. XXI-A), spouted
vessels, pans (pl. XXII-B), lids and stinds of vessles perforated by a central large hole
with a small hole by its side (pl. XX1I-A), pieces of human bones (XXVI-A), of ivory
bangles and of tile bricks (pl. XV-B).

The eastern wing also contains nive cells and is 88’ 2}* long and 12’ broad including
the thickness of its walls. Entrances are 1’ 9° wide each and have a projection 10° wide
and 5 long on which traces of brick mouldings 1’8" wide particularly on the first cell, are
visible. The interior of the first cell was edged by stone slabs, an arrangement not present
in any other cells.- Consequently the cell must have been of some importance. In it was
found an oval pot shaped like & cocoanut (pl. XXXTI1-B), 74" in height with a series of three
small holes around the mouth. In this pot were found two lead coins! probably Andhra,
with indistinct emblems (pl. XXXVT, 4, 11). This row of cells alone has a verandah 6" 9°
wide and 78 long. The distance between its outer edge and the mandapa is 9 10° at the
southern end, and 8’ at the northern end. - In this passage were found a number of stuceo
pieces, which probably fell with the mandaps. They have various geometrical and floral
designs similar to those found in Site No. 6, as well as a lion-head and « parrot-head (pl.
XVIIn).

Beyond the eighth cell, there are no traces of walls for a distance of 18" 8" where the
northern row of cells is placed. But in this space, at a distance of 8 7", is what appears to
be a low screen wall abutting east from the back wall to n length of 6" 10°. Between the
screen wall and the eighth cell were found two pots, in one of which were found nine pieces
of bones. Why this was deposited here is unknown ! At the southern end of this wing
were found a pottery cup (pl. KK;LA], a pan and mouths of pots with holes.

The northern row of cells which runs east to west to a length of 112° 7* contains eleven
cells. No traces of verandah or of eptrances were found to these cells excepting the ninth
which has a stepping stone in front. This, though strange, remains a8 yet unexplained,
The passage between the outer edge of the mandapa and the cells is 39 at the eastern end
and 40" at the western. Here and there a fow traces of brick moulding I 4}" wide were
found near the spot where there must have been entrances, A circular terracotts bead
17 in diameter, & bead of carnelian and an interesting stone matrix with two floral die marks
on it (pl XV-B) were picked up in the monastery area,’ but their exact location is unknown.

s See below, pp. 30-31.
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SAMSKRIT INSCRIPTIONS
hmnphnmmhrdmvmﬂmﬂlglqumkm&smm?ﬁhﬂuﬂdﬂulhhﬁu
dynutyufkmgnbu]mgmgmthnpnwdmmﬁ.ﬂ It is therefore interesting that
in 1938 two inscriptions in Sarskrit, incised on blue limestone, were found at Nigirjuna-
konda. Both are broken and in pieces. Ome, 12"x 6" (bearing Register No. 309/28), has
an inscription in nine lines, the extant portion of which speaks of an exponent of Dharma
(Dharmakathika) whose name is lost but is described as fuddh-dchdra-vritta, eto. The script
is Brahmi of about 450-500 A. D. The palacographical features of the inscription compare
very well with those of the Sarskrit inscriptions ocourring in Jaggayyspeta and Gummi-
didurru stiipas, Krishod district. In view of the importance of these inscriptions to our
study, they are discussed below, by the side of the Sarskrit inscription from Nagirjuns
konda under consideration :-

|
Nagarjunakonda

Inscription on a fragmentary blue limestone slab (12°x 6), in Brinmi script of sbout
450-500 A. D., and language Sarhskrit (pl. XXXIV, 1) :—

£ I UL P SRS S ————— e WS la
gasya fuddhichiravrittasya akupthichchhidri{ma]
likalmashadilasya hetvarthadabdadistra krtapa (ri)
Sramasya Agamavinayopadefaprakaranicharyyama-
. tadharasya vrittafrutamativig-vaidiradyagunopapar-
- masys dharmmakathika p{rjavi(na)sya vinifchaya

PERe0hp®

The extant portion of the inscription relates to a Dharmakathika or narrator hy pro-
fession of Dharma, whose name ie lost. He is described as well-behaved, of strong, flawless
clean and spotless conduct and character, as one who had toiled hard in the subjects of logiv,
polity and grammar, whose mata or creed was one which took in traditional doetrine, serip-
ture, initiation, treatise or explanation, and every thing enjoined to be scted in a customary
manner (dcharya=icharaniya), who possessed such very desirable qualities as skill in speech
or eloquence, in devotion, in oral tradition or revelation and a virtuous conduct, who was
a highly skilled exponent or speaker of Dharma, who was best among those propounders
well-versed in * fixing or settling a horoscope ', and whom the yellow flag or order furnished
amply.

I

Jaggayyapeta
Turning to the Sarmskrit inscription from the Stipe at Jaggayyapeta, Nandigima
Taluk, Krishni District, it has to be noted that like Nagarjunakonds, Jaggayyapeta has
vielded one Baiskrit inscription among others, all Prikiit records of the Tkshviiku
King Siri Vira Purisadata. The inscription is incised in 5 lines below the feet of a standing
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Buddha image in high relief’ and records the setting up of the image for universal beatitude
by one Chandraprabha, a pupil of Jayaprabhichirya, who in turn was a pupil of the Vener:
able Nigirjunichiirya. It reads as :—
Line 1. Svasti bhadanta Nigirjunachiryyasys
2. fishya(h) Jayaprabhicharyya(h) tachchhishyena Cha(ndra)-
3. prabhena kardpitan satya-sugata-gata-prasida-viseshavidishta-samsare deva-
manu (ja)
4. vibhitipirvvakam Buddhattva-priipti-nimittar Buddha-pratimam pratish-
thii:;?iﬁl anamodani () g =
5. kurvvantu sarvve Beugaty-igraya (?) nyo pi
Nagiirjuna referred to in this inscription is probably the later Tiantric Guru, Siddha
Nigirjuna, who was one of the 84 Siddhas, and has therefore to be distinguished from the
earlier Achiirya Nigirjuna, the founder of the Madhyamika school of Buddhist philosophy,
who flourished in the second century A.D. The * Bhadanta Nigirjuna * referred to here
would appear to be the disciple of Saraha, who became famons for his mastery of Miyiiri-
vidyi. His period was probably the fifth century A. D,

11
Gummididurru

Below thé standing figure of Buddha in high relief discovered on the outer facing of
the drum of a Buddhist stiipa at Gummididurru, runs in 4 lines the following inseription in
Sarskrit language and in Brahmi soript of the 5th century A. D. as in the other two cases
described above (pl. XXXIV-2) :—

Line 1. Achirvya Maugalyiyanasya priyadishyussyichiryys

Line 2. (Dhajrmmadevasya &ishyena rimanaka Rihulena Bhagavato

Line 3. pratimi pratishthiipitd sarvvasatvinim anuttarajiid-

Line 4. niviptayé yadatra punyam tad-bhavatu satvinim
* For universal beatitude has been set up an image of Bhagavat (Buddha) by Sramnana
Rahula, pupil of Achirya Dharmadeva, who was in turn the intimate disciple of Achirya
Maugalyiayana "

The ides of the “ Deer Park™ and by association Dharmachakrapravartasa are
suggested by deer being carved in the image on cither side of the Buddha's feet.

! Porgess, Amardmmd§ and Joggeyynpep Stipes, pla. LY, fig. 5 and LXTIT, Gg. &



The number of coins discovered from Sites 2,
winnoompuedtnthuyialdu{athu:lnﬁquitim{s.g.
Of gold there was only one, of lead there

tions).
were none.

The gold coin is of great interest
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COINS

ﬁlndﬁufﬂigi_rjunlm#nhpmr
sculptures, pottery and stucco decora-

were 17, while of silver and copper there

bningonnu{theRummpamM

(117-138 A D.) probably issued in 125 A.D. It may be descrited as follows -—
Aureus
N, Weaight Bise | Olbrvwesn Meverm
1 1040 gr. dis 8 | HADRIANUS AUGQUSTUS

drmperd, ouirmaad r.

i with ks
Rl:r_‘h-mhu-hnkluﬂﬂl his right

COR
m

PL XXXVI, Ne. I.

Roman trade and maritime tra
Bomsuminnhmuwelluinthuﬂn

flic is, s we saw ahove, attested to by the find of
romandel coast,

The lead coins which are mostly issues of the Andhra dynasty are described below :—

Lead : Round
No. Waight Bize Obverse Boverse Famarks
g 1065 & Lion standing t5 & Obliteratod PlLXXXVI-2.of PL 11,
37,42, Fabric B of L
3 151-6 4 Lion wtamding to r, Indistinnt LFbta
PLIXXVIS
4 2051 1o Hi oblitersted,  Colin similar 10 fie No. 1331 PL XXXV
mf. 133), iswpe  of {anh.-lr_ - tra
81 Yajfia Dute 184 A.D.) .
* from Amarsvati ™ (14, IX, p. 63).

& 403 & Lion standing o r, Hi The type * Lion and Chaitys or
Usrn;: double | Fabrie 8 of Andhradels.
lines below, PLXXXFI-5

[} 2215 6 | Animal, peasibly slephant Ufimin symibsl The: type cunnents ji with Fabric B

of Andhru-deds. Of Stapsan,
M. V1I, 185,
Fl XXXVi8.
7 285 45" nphqltllilhlﬂlﬂiﬁ:nﬂ' Portion of & con-| ef :Ih.F_ variants, Pl VI,
ma i cloar “Linmivan w 1B4, 187, 184
Coum h: Fi. XXXVi-7.
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No. Waight Hize Olbversa Hevoree emarks
] a2 Flephant uin gymbol wf. Ra Pl VI, 184, 197,
et e Fi, XFI-3.
9 30 i Animal {elephant ). Trsces of the | Hlurred [ 184, 145 (FL VIIL
in which Ma slone can be PLXXXVI-0.
made out.
i 252 53" Flrphant Ujjuin symbal ef. Ha A VI .
PL IIIIYI-II+
] ] 251 453" Elephant Ujjain sl ef. PL VI, 19T,
e PL XKXVIIL,
12 20 =4a" Man or gl with right hand misad | Bloreed Pl .XXXVI-I2
13 B-25 A8 |
14 4145 35
15 194 1"
» Ohliterut el Ohlitersted
i 3-8 .
17 2345 43"
18 ErE 58 |
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APPENDIX
A, Misvuiro Jizana

mum;mhhmdmmmmnrmmuwm-umm
ﬂuﬁmdﬂthﬂﬂﬁﬁMmh?ﬂi.&mﬁlM'ﬁhﬁnW'ﬁﬁm'

This Jataka iu elaborately depioted in 18 pansls at Nigirjunskoyds and to » similat extent in the Amari-
vati Stipa and mils in Guytiir District. - It also socurs in Bhiji Caves near Poona. It is, however, loss known
in Northern India. [huhbm:hnpumﬁminthm&:ﬁdh&dnhip-hfwihwrh
'thuKingdnrmnfthlndhm;udthufhhﬂknhrhnmthmrﬂthﬂhﬁuhﬂlﬂﬁ-hudpﬂnh&
own fall appears to have had u distinet appeal, thanks to the advent of famous Buddhist Jehdryns including
Nigirjunas.

Inoldund:_h.whmthnﬁhnrmmnflnli-ihdhnﬂm.thmun“huluﬁ-lﬂd
King Uposhadha, Uyuhihhﬂln&hmuthmdﬂlhdldhmhﬂﬂimm
& boy came ot who was therefore named as Mirdhaja (Crown-born). Uposhadha's eighty thousand wives
uwthﬁfhﬂdI.m:lhmdhhlymi&bnpnhhvﬁnmth&hmh,-ﬂﬁuruﬂﬂ'“hhﬂﬂ'.
‘Ln'thimamkm'[niﬁdﬂ,d:iwb_mfmhmﬁhdthﬂm'W'm Once while
!indhlti,ulprim.mlhmtuu:jumy.hilflthuﬁind. mmmmpﬂuhm
to the Capital to assume mgal power, Iimuﬂmnhﬂypmndlndnmﬂlm*ngfﬂhm
l]unmnnym:ut.hﬁumhhﬁm'hﬂmh'ﬂ,lﬁdﬁqthtﬂhlﬂﬁﬂ&ﬁﬂﬁﬂmh“'
-:urdmnqwi:hﬂuhr.m&umymhhd&whmmhnnmudk. Hin wish was respected and the
consecration took place outaide the city. mumtmmrmjmpmw:.uﬂr:m
Elephant, Horse, Gem (mani), Wife, Eﬂuuhldnud!"milher,hpnhtﬁtnﬂnlﬂdhﬂlﬁlﬁrnh
shadow. Ahnthmfuﬂtnhhqhmmthmn&hmfninmdhudmmm As his powers increased he became
proportionately prond. Onee he banished from his realey some Ruhis because one of them cursed some noisy
cranes so that they lost the power of their wings, The Rishis wern afraid of him, moved out of his kingdom

and not 4 single piece of stone outside his palace, It happened so and this increased his pride. He became
the overlord of Jambideips. A Yaksha by name mmmmhhmh-uhhumuﬂw
him of the various other worlds that he had et to conquer. Bueh were Pirvavidehadeipa, Aparagodaniys
dvipa, Uttarkuru-dvipa, which were subdued in turs by Mindhiti. The Yaksha now informed him that the

Advakarpa, Sudaréana, Khadiraka, Tiadhars, and Yugandhara. On the slopes of Sumers he saw the band of
dfishis including sage Durmukha banished by the King from Vaikali for the act of one of them eursing the cranes
to lose the power of their wings. Durmukhn wanted to stop the progress of Mindhata by hin yogio power. But
one of the ratnas of Mandhita, namely his minigter, cheoked the Ipiahi by warning him that Mindhita was fvery-
Where victorious and that therefore it will no longer be a case of cranes.  Still the Ipishi stopped the army of
Mindhiti. Enraged st this Mindhitd ordered that the matted hair (jads) of the Htishis should fall immediately
and that in their hairless condition the Trishis must move in front of him. The treasurs of his wife (8tri-ratna)
pleaded with the King that since the Hishis wmpunﬁlith-.thnghhhldiiumhmﬂﬁnm
their penance. The King yielded and the Riskia betook themselves again to penance,
Hlnﬂhitiwsn:mmudinghighunndhighm mount Sumudhhlmrunﬂmmfﬂﬂﬂﬂd
him. His aim was to conquer the Trayastrinida heaven, which had five defences. The first defance was by
Nagas who inhabited the waters (Udakawiiriti Nagah). The second defance was by Vakshas who bore in their
hands ekulls (Karofapinayo denid). The third defence waa provided by garland-wearing devas ; the fourth

 Jabaka, Ko, 358, Vol. T1, Rouse’s tranalation, pp. 216-218, Hodbisitvd-radina-talpalnta, No. 4, P 123 and Iirpidvadina

{Edition Cowell snd Nell), pp. 210294 ; TM-f-hmMﬁmﬂimﬁdihtmnhﬁﬂiﬁut Ealstan, pp,
1 to 20,
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mﬁdﬁuﬂﬁncmﬂ“m&a{m-ﬁiﬂ. The fifth detence was provided by the four Mahi-
i jus, mmhllﬁﬂngﬂﬁnmlhﬁﬂhmm.hEﬁ'lmy. Mindhita conquered them in
uﬁ-mmmmmmumm At the next defence formed by the skull-bearing Yakshas,
the Nagas turned hostile and combining with the Yaknhas gave battle to Mindbiti. Both the Yakshas and
thH@nmeudlmlﬁindhiﬁmvdu Tboprh:d-mri:gim-,'hufuncdthliildili—,
nhmhd‘iﬂﬂﬂhﬁn;nppmhdhyﬁﬁpu&l’nhlﬂ. All the three were this time subdmed.  The fourth

ﬂm'ﬂﬁﬂhﬂﬁdmhnmdﬁduhdnmtﬁﬂle'mg.mhfu!ththtumpnrinr
to the thirty-three gods and Sakra. He was not satisfied with a half of Sakra's seat. He determined to expel
Sakra and take full possession of the throne. It was this evil desire that bronght about his downfall. He could
mkm&h.mnuﬂwcmmum As 0o human boing disintegrates in heaven, he foll dowa
wﬁ-imtlndﬁthMElnpukﬂhmpihlnity. The park-keeper informed his
ﬁm-ﬁm“ﬂm'hmﬂwhi:minammuofthpnrk.thrlhmhdm;ndu
hmlthnhdh]riﬂ‘nﬂduﬂm Hinmin&m,mtuulﬂciuh.uimhgm:ndﬂhnm
lﬂmlﬂndhiﬂudy—iﬁmfntnuphm“ﬂdwhinhhpwufnﬂnﬂhﬂ'nhlhhn:puiﬂ
life left him :—

'ﬂn;mmi,ﬁppmudthmmmm. who with & fourfold host of men aoquired power

mthfnuiipp,_md mads his way to the abode of the thirty-thres gods, is said to have

bring but little enjoyment and much sorrow, takes no delight even in divine enjoyments. The
bearer of the perfected Buddha rejoices when desir fails. Even if @ mountain of gold were
like unto Himavant, yet it would not saffice for the wealth of s single individual ; that the
discerning one knows fall well. He who observes sorrows, sturting from this base, how exn he
take pleasure in enjoyments. He who is steady, who has learnt to recognise the thom in the
treasures of the world wall learn the essence of things to his own correction,

If one knows that the future lasts long but life is ouly brief, then ought one to aoquire merita. If one
does not soquire merits, then one has sorrow, Therefore must be who is acquiring merita offer
sactificial gifts, aa is fitting. In this world and in the future will he, if he offer up gifts, obtain
happiness **,

Pla. XXXVIL and XXXVIIT aptly illustrate the prologue sad epilogue of the drsma of Mindhsts, the
rise and fall of this Chalravartin's pride.

In mem-A,himHuhgﬂum:\inhhiﬁng Nagas, that formed the first defence of the
Trayasinmia heaven, He is crushing the Naga whose hoods are in evidence. His minister-ratna and host stand
by his side watehing the subjugation of the Nige. One of his men holds & parasel sbove him.

hﬂ.mvH‘B,thmm Mindhiti surrounded by his seven ratmas (wheel, mapi,
hatwe, trensurer, elophant, wife and minister) is trampling on & magikenthe Niga whose jowel {mapi) can be
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seen in the neck of the serpont.  The Ny ropresantail hore is 3 serpent of many hoods of the mapikasthe eluss.
Mindhiti is next shown in the same panel ws seatod on the same throne that Sakra occupies in' token of Sakra
having granted him half sovereignty of the thirty-three gods. Sakrs wears s high crown with the celestial
nymphsin attendance.  One of the thirty-theme gods is seated below the throne. Mindhiti can b distinguished
from Sakra by a jewelled turban that he woars. .

The end of the story or the epilogue iv illustrated in pl. XXXVIH, As u result of the ovil thought to
kill Sakra that Mindhith evinoed, he fell down from the heaven through the sky into the park of his own palace.
The sky region is shown in the plate at the extreme loft corner in the manner of a circulur bight in which the
crescent moon, 10 stars and & comet (dhimaketu) ure carved. The dying king is collapsing whils his chief
queen, supporting him, ia splashing water on his face to revive him.  Two other quoens of his are seated one on
either side of the cot on which Mandhiiti is reclining.  The minister, the spell-worker, and other state officials
are also represented in the panel. One of the men and un attendant woman are pointing at the sky region.
Perhaps they are indicating the dhimakety, an evil omen which according to Indinn belief is supposed to portend
calamity, in the present cuse the death of Mindhitd, Another axplanation may be that the two persons point-
ing at the sky region are perhaps alluding to the circumstance of Mindhita's fall from the beaven through the
sky to the mortal worll.! The minister is seated in 4 frontal pose and by the gesture of his cight hand expreases
sorrow and coneerr: at Mindhitd's desth-agony. '

Other details from the story of Mindhiti have been illustrated by Mr. Longhurst in his Memoir No. 54,
pls. XXX-(h) & {¢), XXXI-{a) & (h), XXXIX{u) & (b), XLITI-(a) & (5).

B. Tee Bvopoaist Seors®

The Vinaya traditions record that ip the Secand Couneil held about a cantury wftar the Buddha's death,
the rasgha established Ly the Tathigata revealed its first cleavage when sharp diffarences of opinion showed
their bead in regard to (1) doctrine, (2) interpretation of the 10 points of discipline and (3) even dress snd the
cutting and wearing of robes. Regarding dress, I-tsing, thoogh u lste chronicler, says—" Each school has
traditions handed down from teacher to pupil, each perfectly idefined and distinct from the other™. The monks
fell into two schools, one, the arthodoz school which included the monks of Avanti, Knulimbf and other western
countries and noted for & rigid interpretation of the disciplinary rules, and the other, the wunorthodoz or the
heterodox school including the monks of Vaisili, Pitaliputra and other eastern countries which was more liberal
and laid stress on the prineiple of discretion in the application of the disciplinary rules. From disciplinary rules,
the difference spread gradually into the region of doctrine till the saigha split into 18 sects, * ono espousing
certain dovirines us sgainst another, anl suma of the dootrines even going to the leagth of being almost un-
Buddhistic .

Thete were soon sehisma both in the Orthwdoz and Unorthodor schools.

The Orthooz developed 11 sub-sects as follows :—

1. Theravida or Aryu Sthavirsnikiys.
2. Mnhisisaka—appenred in the 3rd century after the Buddha's death.
3. Risyapiya—appeared between the end of 3nd and beginning of 4th conturies after the Baddha’s
death.
4. Bautrintiks—ditto,
5., Suttavida.
! Before King Edwand the V11's death, a Comet appesred amil poople believed that it indioated the death of the King
! Referonce is invited oo Uhis to Nalinaksha Dutt, The Buddhist Sects, a Sureey; pp- 3524, Durnouf {Latus, 35Tf.) and
Whassiliel (Baddhismus, 22301), Beal (Imd. At 1880, 30000) awid Rhys Dweds (JRAS., [sul, 411 .. 1882, &), Takakusu
(1-teimy, xxiil) and Covmn Koroel (As. Hes. xx, 20841.), Burgess (Cave Tomples of India) and Bhler (JHAE., 1382), Walleser (e
Seblen de nlten Buddhismus), Oldenberg (Finogn Pignby, Intra) nmd La Vallee Poussin (duil. Awt. 1008 §1.}, Masada |Awia
Major, 11) mnd Mre, Riiys Davics | Puisis of Cantrrerag, Intro.).
! Takakusy, I-tsing, p. 6.
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6. Bimmitiva or Vitsiputtiya—3rd century aftor the Buddha's death.
7. Dharmottariya—appearsd in the 3rd ventury after the Buddha's death.
8. Dharmagupts—appeared at the snd ol the Srd and beginning of 4th centuries after the Buddha's
death.
9. Barviistivida—appeared at the beginning of the 3rd cantury after the Buddha's death.
10. Bhadrayiniys.
11, Channagatika—appeared in the 3ni century after the Buddha's death.

The Unorthodox sehool was divided into seven :—

1. Mabisifghiks—2ud century after the Buddha's death.

2. Gokulika (Kukkulika}—appeared in the 2nd century after the Buddha's death,
3. Prajiaptivids—ditto,

4. Baburutiva.

6. Chetiyaviida—appeared at the end of the 2nd cantiry after the Buddha's death.
6. Ekavynvahiriku—appeared in the 2nd century after the Buddha's death.

7. Lokottarsvids—ditto,

In addition to thess 18, there occurred other sub-socts us follows —
1. Biddhatthika.
2. Rajagirikn—appeared towards the end of the 2nd century A,
3. Aparataila—ditto.
4. Pirvadaila—ditto,
&, Uttaripathakn.
6. Vetalyaka or Sunyatavidins—not later than 2wl or 300 century *.
7. Hemavatikn (Haimavata),
& Vijisiyn.
9. Hetuvida,
- 10. Vibbajyavadsa—Ceylon.
11. Abhayapgiriviisin—ditte.
12 Mahivihimvisin— ditto,
13, Dhammarueika,
14. S3galiga,

The relative antiquity of these sects is detarmined by evidence consisting of Ceylonese chronicles, Bud-
dhaghosha’s commentary an the Kathiratthy and imseriptions.  The dute of the Kathdvasthu being still uncertain
it will be safe to treat the sects referred to in it as of the 3rd century A1V The seots of the Kathdvatthy are the
Vetulyaka, Sirhmitiys or Vatsiputriyn, Sarvastivida, Kiidyapiya, Mahisidghika, Rajagirika, Uttaripnthaka,
Hetuvidin, Bhadrsyanika, Siddhatthika, Gokuliks, Pubbaseliva, Aparaéoliva and Makisizakn. The Ceyloness
ehronicles place the 15 sacts {of the orthodex and unorthodax schools) within a contury after the Second Counnil.
Inseriptional evidence is helpful. The Safichl and Bhirhnt inseriptions of the 2nd contury B.0, are free from
reference to any Buddhbist Sects.  The Mathuri Lion Capital (120 B.C") is the eacliest reference to the Mahi-
siiighikas and the Barvistividins as two rival secis,! while suhseqynent frequent references to them are in recards
dated in the ruigns of the Kushin Kings, Kagishka and Huvishka., A Sirnith inscription (of fourth century
A.D.) refers to the sect Sammitiyn s flourishing side by side with the RBarcistividing who had sarlier ousted the
Theravidin®, Amarivati and Nigirjunakopda in the Guytur District, which were great contres of Boddhism in
the Znd and 3rd centuries A.D., contain a nuniber of records refarring to ather names such as Chaitynkns, Sailus,
Mahiédsakas and Babuirutiyas. They do not take us to any date much earlier than the 1at and 2nd ventary

Y Ep. Ind, Vol. IX, pp 130041, 140,
* Ihid., Val, V11, P 172, aben D, R, Salud, Cadafurie of ke Muscwi wf Akl b Srrawoth, o, 30-31,
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A.D. for the Sailss and & fow other seots. Dr. Nalinaksha Dutt has offersd a satisfactory chronology for these
socta, dividing them into 4 broad heads, which is offered belaw :—

1. Theravids and Mahasisightks.

2, Barvistivida and Mahlifisalka.

3. Babuirutiys, Chaityaks and Sails Schools.

4. Bimmitiys -

Therovida

The Hinaydna and the Mahiyina.—In ita very early stage, Buddhism was confined to the Aryivarta
bounded by Vesili and Champd on the east, Kaniimbi and Avanti on the west, Srivast] and Mathuri on the
north and Aiiga and Magadha on the south. The Second Buddhist Council which witnessed the split in the
sadghs was uttended by monks hailing from this limited area who divided themselves as we saw above into 2
parties, the orthodox and the heterodox. The orthodox monks went towards the west and the latter preferred
& march to the east. The former were called Theravidine (Bthaviravidins) and the lstter came to be
termed Mahisinghikns. As the differnoes between these two grew wider, the former paved the way for the
Hinayins and the lattar for the MahByina.

The following chart will help to understand the growth of the Mabiyina :—

Buddha dharma
Mahiisthavirs Mahisanghiks
Chaityskas (Andhalka) Prajiiaptivida
T T T
Vaitulyaka Parvasaila Aparaaila Rijugirika &dd]:?rﬂnh
4
Mahiyina

Theravida in Ceylon.—The original home of both Theravidina and Mahiasiighikas was Pijaliputos and
Magadha. But soon the Theravidins moved westwards and settled in Avanil and Ksudimbi whors they wers
comparatively free from the attacks of the unorthodox. From Ceylonese traditions we learn that they showed
s general preferenco to Avanti snd Kausimbi snd that Mahinda, who spread Theravada in Ceylon, was from
Vidita in Avanti. The Theravida thet Mahinda spread in Ceylon underwent ocrtain changes, whenoe it came
to be called Theraviids-Vibhajyavida, This was sub-divided in Ceylon in course of time as follows :—

Tﬁmvldl-'iiihhj}liﬂdl

+

% |
(1) Jetavuniys (2) Abhaysgirivisin (3) Mahdvibirsvisin
{~Vibhaiyavidin).
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The Mahiviharins of Ceylon were not however pleased whan they were ealled Tharaviding but preferred
to style themselves ns Vibhajyavidins?

The important branches of sub-sects of Theravida are indicated in the tres below :—

ThrrTfH.l.

[1)] .ALll.nh (2) Barvistivida (3) Dhll.rmguph {4) Bammitiya (6} Bauvtrintika (6) Vibhajyavida

Mahifisakas

Theravidins who moved away from Magadha to KEauiSmbi and Avanti very soon got disunited giving
room for sub-sects in their fold as the Mahifisaka, Barvistivida, Dharmagupta, Bisimitiya and Bautrintiks.
The Mahiiisakas are of great interest to students of South Indian Buddhism for they formed the illustrions
band of Theraviding who came down to the Bouth and settled in Mahisha-mapdals (corresponding to Mysore)
and Vanaviai (North Kannada). The Nigirjunakopds inseriptions refer to them too, By virtue of maintain-
ing ita rules and doctrines as close to the pristine Theravids as possible the Mabidisaks sstablished its claim
to be considersd sa the oldest branch of the Theravida. It is interesting to hote that the patron saint of the
Mahisisakas was Puriys of Dukkhinigiri whose difference with Mahikassapa on the 7 rules in the First Council
is well known. Fa-bien records that be saw the Vinaya of this school in Ceylon.

Sarvdstivida, so called because of ita doctrine ** Sarvam asti *' (everything is), was a very distinguished
branch of the Theravida moved north and settled in Knahmir, Gindhira and the country in and sround Mathuri.
Banakrit was the language adopted for its pitalas. It came to be known latar on us Feibhdshike becsuse it had
o rich literature of Fibhishds or commentaries. The Kushin king Kapishka was its supporter which was res-
ponsible for ita popularity in North India in general and in Kapishka's kingdom in particolar. It extended
upto Central Asia beyond the borders of India. 1t reached Chins too. Chinese monks carrizd ita tripifaka to
their hbome and trunslated it, Luckily this translation is preserved for us, compensating for the los of the
-original, For some time this school was holding North India in its spell as we can glean from a galaxy of its
adherents who were the most distinguished writers on Buddhism such as Vassbandho, Vasomitra, Bafighs-
bhadrs, Ghoshaks, Dharmatritiand Buddhadeva., It received special attention at the hands of its opponents
such as Nigirjuna of the Midhyamiks school of Buddhist philesophy, Vasubandhu, when he became a convert
to Yoghchirn and Sadikarichirys of Advaitism. And this was no doubt dus to its popularity as the best sxpres-
sion of original Buddhism (Theravida) which maost of the monastic universities of the north had adopted as
their own.

Dharmagupta.—A few Thernvidins that adopted, like Barvistividins, Banskrit as their language trekked
north and northeast till they settled and became populsr in the land of Sogdians, Parthians, Central Asis and
China. 1t is called Dharmagupts from ita founder Dharmagupta whom Przyluski identifies with the Yonaka
monk Dhammarakkhits sent to the North West Frontiers by Moggaliputta Tisss. According to Dr. N. Dutt
the disciplinary rules of this school attracted the Sogdians and Parthiana whils its Finaya was actually used in
the monasteries of China.?

Siwmitiys, (same as Vitsiputriyas =Vajjiputtakas) another branch of Theravida. It is also called
Avantiks as it came from Avanti, The Sirnith inseription of 300 A.D. refers to its existence st Birnith®,
I-tuing says that this school was popular in Lita and Sindho and had a few followers in Magadha, Eastern [ndia
and Bouth Imdia.

¥ Acconding to Dr. §. Dott a similar prefrrence townnds such o distinetion is noticed in two other schouls, riz., Babuirutiys-
vibhajyavida, the same ss Prajfaptivids, and the Sarvistivida.-vibbajyavida vide Dr. N. Dutt, Early Monastic Huddhiem,
Val. 11, p. 194,

i D Groot, La Code du Meboywuoes China, p. 3.

* Kp. Ind., Vol. VIIL, p. 172,
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Sautrintiks.—Buddbaghosha reiees to this branch along with Kadyapiya, Haimsvats and the sects of
Theravida not dealt with so far, under the collective nime {'ttardpathakus. Their houso was obviously in
North India, & view supported by literary references to the rivalry between the SBautrintikas and the Vaibhi-
shikas (a later name given to the Sarvistividing)- It appears that the Sanfrintiks lived by the side of the
Vaibhiishikn in North India, and ** had no particular local hubitation *

Mahisinghika

The home of the Mahisinighiks was Magudha with centres at Vaiddli and Pataliputraand branches localised
in and around Amarivati anl Nigirpunakoyda in the Andhra-deis. The combined evidence furnished hy
Fa-hien, Yusn "Chwang and I-teiing would show thut the stronghold of the Mahisinghikas was Magadha, with
u few adberents in North and South India This is borne out by the Karls cave in Bombay State,' and the
stiipa at Khawat in Afghanistan being dedicsted to Mahisinighiks teachers.*

The Saile or Hill schools, hy which the Piarvasaila, Aparasails, Uttaraiails and Chaityaks were meant

Along with the Saila schools were the Lokottaraviding whose cult was the deifieation of the Buddha and
to whom the Buddha was not only supra-mundans but also mads of pure {andsrana) dharmas,

Difference betiween the Sects
In discipline

We have no suthentio infarmation governing discipline and roles that distinguished one sect from the
other. In the Third Council, some neets refused to hold the Patimolkha assembly together, as some monks of &
sect were cansidered unclean secording to the rigid stundard of another sect, In the First Council
and Puriys of Dakkhipagiei differed on the 7 rudes.  Thess rules were actually incorporated in the Finaya of
the Mahiddsakn anid Dharmagupta. The Mahdsinghikas and the Theraviding diffored on the 10 pointa. To
the Barvistividing differences in isciplinary riles ware no jnas important than "diﬁunﬂw matters'”,
The Bimmitivas had rules regulating use of undorgarment, girdles, medicines and beds. On this the following
interesting information is furnished hy Itsing. ** There are smali points of difference such as whers the skirt
of the lower garments is cut straight in one, und irrogular in another, and the folds of the upper robe are, in size
narrow in one sad wide in another,  The Sarvistivading cut the skirg of the lower garment straight while the
obher thres (Mahasiighika, Sthavira, Bitiomitiva) cus it of irrogular shape, The same sthool ordains separate
rooms in lodgings, while the Sitamitiyus ullow separate bols in an enclosure made by ropes, The SBarvistividing
recaive food directly into the hand bat gy Mabisanghikas mark o place on which to place the food ",

These minor points were uot minor to the monks. Even now such tontroversies over the Buddha's
dress rage among the Bkilehya of Uhittngong, Burmu and Caylon.

I doctring

The Kathiratthe and Vasumitra's work deal with differences in dootrine between some seots only ; and
even in doctrine many trifling mattors of peychology have been noticed, Some sects had no doctrinal diffsrences
at all but only disciplinary. The most important iifference in dortrine is in the definition of the Buddia and

the Bodkisattva, The Theravidin incluiding Mahidisakas, Burvistividing and Uttaripathakas defined & Bodhi-
Buttve as o previous life of Gamtamsy Bl i

tha, anil ns ono devoid of superior or supechuman qualities.  According
%o them the Buddha wus just & human being with all buman wenknsases and ills, which he can posaibly overcome
by his Yogio powem, and by his own individual txertion realise the trath and attain Full Enowledge. The

v Kp Tad., Val, Vi, I s T
i, Wal, XI, P 21,
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goal (mukti) was the same in Sridvakaydng and Buddhagina though the methods of spproach may be varisa.
The Barvistividine and the Uttaripathakas held the sume views s the rest of the Thersvidins with however
the differenies that to them the Buddhs was above maitri and karuna.

The Mahisiaghika and the branches of this school hold that the Bodhisattva is not born of parents, has
no course through a mother's womb (jananijafhare sayanam) and is not only zall-born but can take birth in any
form of existence. To them the Buddha is transcendental, lokottara ar supra-mundane with unlimited body,
length of life and supernstural powers. He in made of pure dharmas anid during his trunscendsntal advent into
the world it is his created body that one beholds,

In Theraviidn and its sub-sects an Arkat is emancipated (mukia) and hds attained Nirodpa, can never pe
impure, or doubtful about the Tri-ratna or ignorant of the Supreme Truth, can never g back from Arhathood
which marks the final stage of Srivakayina, and can never hecoms a victim of temptation, and being above
things good or bad, can never acquire merit.

To the Sarvistividins, Arkats are of two clnsses (1) those that possess knowledge of one's own dharmas
(soadharmakudala) and (2) those that know one's own as well us others’ dharmas (paradharmakudala), The
first class acquire merit, know that their impurities are anuibilated (kehaya) and never fall back from Arkathood.
They share with the Saila schools the view that Arkats are subiject to the effects of past karma (of former lives),

The Mahdsiiighikas and their sub-seets held in general that no Arkat goes back from his Arhathood, ~vhile
s particular sect that followed Mahideva maintained that an drkat guins knowledge with other's help, is subjeat
to temptation and can have doubts and ignorance on some matters.
The Theravidins and a sect of the Mahisifighiks believe that it is the vifidna of the sense organs thet
perceives. The Barvistiviidin and the Sails schools hold that the sense organs by themselves peteeive,
Theravidins, Mahiisakas and Mabisinghikas maintain that realization of the four stages of sanctification
may tuks place all at onee, while to the Barvistividins and Siriimitiyas such a realisation is gradual, with s
likeli hood of the second wnd third stages occurring simultaneously.
Other doctrinal pointa on which the various sects hud subtle differences of definite intarest to studenta of
philosophy and metaphysies than to students of art are -
1. dsamskyitas.!
2. Antarabhave or the conception of temporary existance of 4 being sfter death and before rehirth,
which was unknown to Theravida but found in the Sarvistivida, Sinmitlya and other sehools.
3. The Reals ®
4. The meaning of the doctrine * Sarvam asti ' on which the differences exist among the Sarvistividin
teachers themeelves such as Dharmatrits, Ghoshaka, Vasumitra, Buddhadeva and Vasubandhu.
5. Pudgala or sell, perronality, The Bimmitiyas, and Santrintikas hold that thers is a pudgala, a
term undefindble but standing for a personality besides the five elementa (skandhas) composing
8 being. It is not momentary, chonges with the standhas and disappears when the sbandhas
disappear in wirvdga. It is neither o constituted nor an wnconstituted component of & being
bat is something that * persists through the several existences of a being till it reaches nirvdua ™'
The Bautrintikas believe in the continued existence of the subtle Chitta or bija or wisand and
inthe doctrine of the transference of Standhamdtra from one existence to another,  for which
reason they are identified with the Ssmlrintividing

VN, Dutt, Buddbist Seets, u survey, p. 200,
* For » list wee N, Dutt, EMB, Vol. IT, pp. 141-2.
" 1or. N. Dutt, Budidbist Sevda, w wurvey, p. 2021, 7
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