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Fuow ¥, WESTLAND, Esa,,

To RIVERS THOMPSON, Es,
Offiviating Sscvelary to the Government of Beugad.

Dated Simla, the 25t October 1870,
Biw,
T 1ave the honar to forward to you, and to request you to loy
bofore tho Lioutenant-Governor, & repart apon the distriet of Jossore,

9. During the yeor or two for which the Tieutonant-Governer
did me the honor to plaee me in charge of that distriot, T busied myssll’
i vollecting, from the sourves this placed &b my eammand, sach infor-
pution na T eoulil regaiding subjects of local interest. This information,
the pestilt of inquiries and chservations mado in every part of the districd,
1 have smbodiod in the present repart, trusting it muy yrove to ba of
s s nnd of some intersst to Government anil to olficers who Live
to du with the distriet, {nismuoh o8 it is n collection from original sources
of information otherwise unprocurihle. In fact, with the excoption of
two mattors which are inelndsd among the suljects dealt with in my
clisplers TIT and IV, nothing of what T huve written las, so far as T

“know, been previously placed on record.

4. 1 shall indicate briefly the subjects T have treatodinmy report.

The first part eomtains some goographical notes, andl the chief portion
off it is the nesount given in the second chupter of o great change which
during the last humdred yours has taken place in the formation of the

Grangetio dolta.

4. 'The second part T have named “The antiquities of the distriot,"
and 1 have in it doseribed the aneient ruins whieh are to e found in some
purts of Jessore, narrating tho legends anil stories whit, the peoplis in
their vieinity connect with them, and secking to oull from these tales what
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of history may be in them. An seeount—in onge mea  partly legendury
m—hmmbfmquaanthﬁmﬂuotth&htﬁd.

& Thﬂthhd;mh'mrthumpujn'qumrﬂiﬁmﬁmm{y
:mm;ﬁmmﬂme first thirly years, the most interesting
period, of British yule in the districk.  From tha old megulations, and
espesially from their preambles, it is possilile to pmin &n ides of the
genwril outlines of the Company’s administration in those days; bt
availding what might be o pyers mwoapitulation of the ganoral or logrul
bistory of Bengal, T have consorned mysell mther t9 give & viow of the
wtate of affuirs with which ths district officers in thoss duys had to denl,
to give a histary of the virious attempts that wore mudo to put nstters
on o hotter Buoting, to shew the difiealtios that had to be encountered,
anil the sucowsses or failuros which attended the varisis neasures ndoptud.
I imagine that fow who huve not examined the onrly records of the
Bengal distriots huvo any sonception of the grdeal through whih these
districts pussed during the period whoss history T have attempted to
narmte, the period of transition from the ald séziiné to the now. Viewing
the quict and settlsd stats of the districts now, one is apt to forget that
cighty or o hundred years ago their condition in all thot rogardod
internal administration was bt s fow dogreos removed From harbrian i
and omo's present exporience affords Little wid in mensuring the bearing
and efforts of even e most prominent public measares of that Hirms,

G The fourth part deseribes the distribtion of landed proporty
in tha district; and T have given in it o histarion] seeount, of some of the .
gomindiris, ond of the rise, and iy fow instanoes the full, of some of
tho fumilios whio hold or have held land in the distriot.  OF what T have
nnrrsted in this section, T obtnined 4 small part from somo papees which
sy predovessor in the district, Mr. Mogm, had procured from some of the
leading fomilies of the district, and whial, he landed to mo. The rest
is wostly part of the foating nnwritte histavy of the digtrist,

7, 'The BRh part hns to do with tommieree und agricultum, and
containa what T have guthared in visiting and inquiring amang the
varions trading places in Jessors, A desoription of the cidtivation aud
manufcture of sugnr, snd an nocount of Hie roalasation gnd erltivation of
the Siindarbans, fom the chiof wahjovts of this part of the mpart, as they
are tho landing foatures in tha sommerce and ngrinulture of the distrint,



( i)
8. Tn the sixth part, the © Gurstteer,” T have gathersd togothie

all T consider worthy of uote, which fowul no plwe under uny of the
other hendings.

0, Ihﬁwhdutmmﬂhww
agrilture, revenud and expenditore, whith ¥ sompiled from offieial -
somrees during my tenure of office in Jessore

10. T have tried, of course, ts bo as nearly eorvect as possible in.
all that T have written; but since mmoh is tuken from such unoortain
sources a8 oral tradition and verbal neeration, there must e mank fny
my report that would hear further inquiry ; and even where 1 base my
statements on personal ohssevation, T fonl a megret that T am uniikely to
huve any opportunmity of comparing anew the things written with the
things observed. Thare is much, too, which T would wish to re<write in
bettor forpa ; bt to do so would requise more leisiurs than T have ot my
eomand, and I nm obliged to present my woport in the somewhot roagh
form in which it wos cost when 1 first melted down into u tonsscttive
record the mnss of seatPered notes whichi T hisd collseted. .

11, Tam afrnid the Lisutenant-Governor will not esteom svery

I have written to be worthy of being recorded; bat mich us it is, Iphm
the report entively at Tlis Houor's disposal,

I have the honor £ b,
Bix,
Your most obedient serwut,

J. WESTLAND,
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A REPORT

DISTRICT OF JESSORE.

PART L—GEOGRAPHICAL.

L—The district of Jeasare, ifa aitwation and phyvieal ehavacter.

.
Iy that tract of land whivh forms the double delta of the Ganges
und the Brahmapootrs sivers bo imagined to be
divided by lines running north mmd south into
threa aqually broad portions, then the western pavtion wonld représant
the districts of Nuddes on the north and 24-Pergunnalis on the south, the
oastern portion wonld comprise the distriots of Furreedpors ot the north
and Badkergunge on the south; and the comtral portion would be the
distriot of Jessore, Txcept that the line of its langth points a little to
tho west of north and tho ssst of south, Jessore might bo deseribed i
tho reotanglo included between

North latitude, 217 45° and 20° 4373

East longitude, 80% 15 and B89 6,
This wonld give o longth of alout 140 miles anid a breadth of nbout
40, or an srea of 6,000 square miles. The Actual mrea is 0,805 square
milos, besides 1,710 square miles of wisurveyed Sandarbans ; tatal, 5,521
square miled.

8, Tho imsginwy lines which wo have mads to do duty for the
wostern anil enstorn boundarios nre respectively (ronghly speaking) the
linos of 11 rivers Kabadsk (Kepatdksho, * dove's eye”') and Madhumeati
(* honey-fowing’"), The bounduries genorally, though noi scourately,
aillére to tho lines of thess rivers, amd 8l the npper or north-westem

Biusilorr of ke district.
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wisl of e Qistelot the boundary is an arbiteary mud irregnine line

leawn from Kofelisudpur on the Ealmilik 0 & point o the Gomi or
'Mﬂﬂlﬂﬁ ﬁ"‘hn

4. In its goneral features the distriol fs a plain intarsected by
Gesiral Toabicren—Tist  FiVETR, Whish interoommeauieate by eroes rivers.
{dirin. But the district may be divided into thres pasts,
~wauh of which ks w different phyvsical character. Suppose s straight lins
to e drawn through the distried in u diredion south-west and norih-

. straight ling to b drewn through it from eost to west, ahout the parallel

of Baghahat, The lixd which les north and wet of the st lins—the
northern division a8 we may eall it,—is generally highlmd, The il
tonda in somo places to slight sandiness, and the country ony bo consi-
Qeved] froo from inupdation.  The rivers are beyomd the reaol of tides; and,

oxcept during the héight of the mins, tieir waters are kapt within bounds

by bmls which rise more or less high above the smurfacs of the water,
4. The central traot of the district, namely that lying between
. ofir bwo titios is low-lymng land
e vy, filled with :mmh&-“d Thnﬁnn:m Ilﬁ:f:uimﬂn
and forwarils acconding to the tides, und thongh of course the miny
sendon,  (ling the chanmils raises the level of the rivers, yet the
chango is not nearly wo morked as it is farther north. The margios
which cover {his part of the distriot communionte almost alwnys. with
the rivers; thoy render the country in a great momsure impassable to
pedestrians during the dry woather, and lor some months in e yeur the
whole region may bo said to be under water. The trot is a0t only
linbla to inundation, but the inundation is caloulated upon, anmf the
arops do not prosper without it.  he eonfigneation of Ouw sonntry s
sverywhore Lhat eluracteristio of deltale lwnde; the marging of the
rivors are the highest lund, sud the land slopes away from the rivers, so
thut ihe surfice secius o be o perics of basine, inbo wiich tha waters
flow theough ths khale, which, lending from the rivirs, penotmte the high

puargrinal lund,

8, The ssuthern of onr thres divisions forms the: Sundarbams, &
vast plain intersocted everywhers by rivers and

g gl Khnls, which, excopt with the tiles, Jardly vary
in height. The level of the whole sountry is from 12 to 30 inches above
high tide lovel. Tt is probably not actually higher in Jevel than the:
marshy lands whioh lis to the north, becuuss of courss the rivers in the
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notth reach an nhealudely higher level than they do farther south, and
the lands which are marshy, beeause they e beneath their northern level.
may yet be considerably above their southern lovel.  OF this sautharn
diviaton of the distrint, about a quarter or a third of the hreadth.on the
northern: side mpressats the lands wheze Sundarban reclamation hns
boen and is going on, the rest of it, forming s third or n (uarter of the'
wihiole srea of the district, i= the unpenetmted forest of the Sundarbans. .
6. In the northem of the thres divisions of the distriot thie draim-
: _ uge s nll in one direction—sonthward and south-
R enstwani, the direotion in which the riyers low.
Although thesa rivers were once deltaie streams which performed their
purt in onrrying thy upland waters to the sea, thoy luve; as will be-
shown more st length in the next chapler, put off that charcler, anul
now servo only to drain off the water that falls within the limits of the
district its=lf. 'The Kuuiar and the Nabeganga carry along their own
courses the water which draina into them ; but that which fulls south of
their limits finds ita way, for the most part, hy many ehannels into the
Bhairsh, which in the very eentre of the district, st the point whero it
roonives the Afes khal, presents u lurge channel, and seems to tap all tha
sountry lying morth-west of it, The extrome pouthern part of this
division dening into the Thadrs aod the bhesl comtry adjncent to i
7. Tnthe other two of our divisions the drainage is 1m0 pactivalar
divootion.  Intersected in all directions by rivers, snd full in some
parts of morasses, the water, when it docs drsin sway, finds its way out
in whatever direction loeal elroumstances may determing, "
8, Tthﬂhmlnkdfmmd.mﬁwmmhn!thudminngnofthu
e Rabadak naid Hbab- distriot, as the land slopes gway from it to the
#als rivers, castward, capsing the waler to flow townrds the
Bhairab, or townrids the not-work of riversin the sonth, The Bhairah
in flwt, except for the south of the disteiot, is the main chanmel by
wiich the wabar of the district finds outlat. Mot omly doss it recvive,
us just mentioned, the drainage of the region that liss hetwoen Jhenida
und Jesaore, but the an‘mgnu.gn alsmn, after pnmﬂu.'l.'ing 1hmgh anil
colleeting the drainagn of Magural and Nigel, sunds its wators by many
siroams to meet the DBhaimb river oo it eastern
S aines wide. Sonth of Baghahat and Ehubus if is havdly
possible to note any ona strem as claiming more of the dminags than
annther, The rivers there form » perfort mazs of large streams, whinh
finally, lowarls the gonth, determiine tawards three largs contres,—the
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Kabadak, ths Passar, and the Haringhatta, snoh large snough to be
villid] an armn of the se '
9. In physical aspect ench of the thrws divisions into which we
.“J‘.""l e st have marked oot the district ia differsnt :fhﬂ
* tivisin, higher division [s well wooded, und  especiully
groves, whnost forests of date trees, covér it in many parts.  We find
wettered here nnd thers a few low plains where amus rice may be calti-
watoid, but for the most part ous is the rice whisch ean Teel Te oultivated,
andl in the cold semson fhe wnal cold weather arops grow in Tuxurisnee.
The villages and towns in this tmet are comparatively large, wnd
thore i o prosperous and comfortable sir ubout the peoplo and their
10, 1In the senfral, the mashy division, it i difforent,. On the
B banks: of soms of the rivers, such as the Bhairah,
' the Chitrs, and the Nabogangns, there aré large
villages; and the marging of the Bhairab espucinlly sre rich in frees,
The river banks are high lond, and pertake n the prosperons appesranes
of more favored traots; bt in the interior, wherg the lands #ro lower, the
villages are poor and seant. Ries grows in abundsncs, but in some
places, whero the bheels do not dry up st any time daring the twelve
months, thore are large teaots of land which shew no cultivation
Thore are muny places where one con stand on the margin of o lurge
nnealtivated plain or marsh, and wonder that signs of humsn labi-
. tution eun be #0 sparse when not vory far off the country is rich in
inhuhbitants and busy with the toil of humy life:
1L, Farther south still, in our southern division, wi reach the Sune
: . darban clearings, Thers are fow or no villages,
SN, proporly speaking, hero ; that which s marked in
the map as a village is perhaps anly an expans of rich vise Lund, with
& fow houses, those of the oultivators, sesttered hore and thove, Every
thing here is subordinated to rice and rieo enltivation; in the forest.
elonrings hardly a treo is loft, wud poopls live, not in villages, bnt far
apurt, mmong their ries fields. The khals and dvers of (he Suudsrbans
wind about among the rice eliarings, and their course ean bo treed by
the fringes of brushwood that line their banks. Noarer the sen, in fact
over the grosber part of the npea of this- southern division, we Had
the primeval forcst, impenotrahlo jungls, trees wid rushwood inter
twined, and dungerous-locking creeks running into their darkness in all
direitions.
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I —The river system and ils changes— Progyess aof dellaiv Formation,

Tr s not my purpess under this head to deseribe the mere nsmes
; and oourses of the rivers that fow through they
Change of e (yem oot These mattors mlpwﬂlﬂuliﬁmtamhr:
clearly than any deseription. But T propese to take up the river systam
s a wholo—no unimportaut featuire 1o o delfaio distrit—to ghew whut
s history is, and some remarkuble changes fhat have taken place in it
b  Jar the deltaio rivers which pass through Jessre are nitorly
ohanged from what they werd a hundred or n hundred and fifty yesrs
" sgo, and the change is no castinl gnp, for in every justance it hos been of
b sisne chiracter. Proviously the water which came to ba discharged
thrgugh the Jessorm rivers o from the north-west and passeil fo south-
cast. Now it entirely cumes from the north-cast and passes to the south.
Thie vivirs which onte fowed south-eastward through the district are
now deied-up steenms, and carry pothing but local surfice-drainnge; the
artiries of the distriet arve suppliod by the water that come= down the
QGorai, and afers the Ratrict st its porth-east corner.
3. Muking ono by ono the rivers which used to flow south-enstward,
T intersecting the district ab iutervala of ahout thn or
d fifteens nilles, tho first on the north ia the Kumar
fver, It is an excoption to the general rule, for it haos still preserved
Hs commiiniostion at ita head with tho great river., The connection,
Twwover, does not exist during the dry months, whin o bar of ol
shuts up the hood of the Matabliungas or Haulia river, and the Kuninr
itaoll is mpidly silting wp, eapecially near Alumdrngs o Nt:dﬁdp._;.\
Whore it passes through the Jessorn distriet, the Kumur is o beantiful
strenm of brillinutly elear water, and it mun carry large vessels all the
yeur round.
4. The next stream is the Nahaganga (or “new river”). In
- Tennel’s map,* now Liundred years old, it flows
o out of what is now ths Mutabhangs, at s poind just
warth of Damarhuis, in Nuddes, snd [ollowing its preseut oonumse pust
Jhenids, Magurali, Nohatta, Naldi, smd Takehmipassa, meals there the
ptream which is now the Maodhymati, The Nabagungs is now, and
has long been, complutely shut op ot ite head ; it oammot he tmced

_._‘Hm with Colomn] Tinatreil’s (barrvy) ropors an Jesmose, Furrerlpors, sud Hacksrgonge,
Caliuita | Gorrérmamant Press, 1565,
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‘beyond o baar, or Iuke, which marks it bed st a point some six miles
foom its old head at Domartinde:  The river, too, is drying up year by
year. Boata af furty or fifty mannds oan yuss wp to Thenids in Deember, ',
‘but « Bittle later it iv completely impassable,
. 6. The Clitrn (“ varingated”| river is shewn in the ssmo map
SR Howing out of the Nubagangs, two or three miles
fram the point where th litter loaves the Mpto-
(hlmtiga, and after that it flows in ite present course—pust Kudiganj,
- Khajura, Gorakhali, Noarl, Gobra, sud then Joses jtwlf in the low
magsh eountry, so that uo partionlar sxit can be fildentifiod with' it
According to Renvel's mop it divides into two . channsls betwesn
Kulignnj und Gorakhali; one flowing, ns deseribed, in the ehisss
which is now. called tho Chitrs, the other flowing farther north, in ths
sorm now ealled the Katki river. The head of the Chitra river is now
sompletely shut up, not only by the shutting up of the Nabsgangs, fram
which it flowod, tut by a disconnection from the Nabngangs. T any told
that this last disconnection was brought whout immediately by 6
intligo planter's throwing an embaikment noross the head of the Chiten,
dbont forty yoars ago.  About Degember the Uhitra o owery Loots
of two bunidred maunds up to Kaliganj, bat sbout Februsry it i
alooat elowsd,

B The Katki river, the northern bond of the Chira, is now
disconuented from the upper Chitr, and dorives it water P $lie
Benga river, o crossstream from the Nibagangs, which passes
i Nuldsnga. Onee this Beugn river must have been n large river, olso:

ifa bank wonld pever have bem chossn ns the eeat of the Nuldungs
Ii faenily; Now, howevar, it is in the cold sason slmost i dey viver bed.
l 7. The next river, the Bhalral, and those which follow it m our
: list, used to flow from the Kabadik: but wo must
A e first say o word abont the Kabadak itsslf  Novth
- of Matiard, In the Nuoddes distriet, the sver Mutabhanga ones muds »
great benil Lo the wutward,  The site of thin bend is now a long semi-
mmullr lake, which ong wees on. the east side of ths Easteru Barigal
Ralwny. From the eestermmost point of this bend the Kahadak wesd
to Hlow first castword to Kotchandpur, and then sonthwasd to the s
That it was onee o vory large river thers is not & donkt. Thare we
nome nncient huildings onits shores, which will b doseribod ; thare are
muny large clos, and many forsaken river beds nesr Tt banks: anid
all these things sufficiontly sttest ita previous greatucas
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8 About forty yesrs pgo, of more (e T havo heanl the stary
told), Mr. Shukespeurs wes magistmte of Nuddon,
and ho, for the bevefit of the navigation; b’ a-
chaunel porss the neck of this bend i the Matublnngn, The river
oimtipied this more dirost ghannel, the bend began to siit up—for it is
wow disconusdted from the viver—and e Kabadak lost its connection
with the Matablsnga, Tt was compelled t0 pud on the dhnraster
of all the other rivers—stroams. fillod with the loeal surfuce deainags
i the rains, but during the intter part of the wold sesson ansble
to earry oven mmnll yessels.  Below Trinohing (he eiver bicomes o luge
tidal stream, but between that and Chandkhali it winds sbout so much
that its navigntion is tedions. SHil it hos given hirth to several lﬁlga
truting towns,  Maleshpir, in Noldes, and Kotchmdpur, no doubd owe
to i their existencs, and in its still naviguble pirls it pases Ohaugueliha,
Jingagatoliha, Trimolin, Talls, Kopilmuni, Katipars, and Chandihsti.

9, Its unme, Kabadak, 18 o corruption: of the fuller form Kape-
takehin {#dove's bye”), 5o called from the besatiful blue of fts waters
ub 0TS Beasms,

10. The Bhairab wsed to flow out of the Kabaduk just north
of Chnugaehhn, ani then take o south-eusterly
cotirse througls the districf, Tt was gnes the great
oontral stroam of the district, and its nume signifies  dreadfal”  Tts head
silted up somewhore shout the end aof Inst century, and now although
thut part of it which if tidal, pemely all below Basantie, is sHll 0
lnrgs river capuble of bearing vessals of any size, the rest of it, the
part which Hes hetween the Kabudak and Basantin, iz in the dry westher
little mors thun n marsh, end in the rios sven no bigger than o khal

11, Tu a letter of 18th July 1794, the then eollector’ wrote that
the Bhatrab was shot up by o ohure forming af ita
bead [tlint s, that the head of tha clwinnel was
silting np), and that the stream was in the dry season wlmaost drey, To
koep it open was impartant, ws the eivil station of Jessors was situafed
upon it, ond the colloctor propesed to out throngh the chur.  Many
years afterwards an attempt wos made; by embanking the Kabadak
below the exit of the Bhaitab, to drive the water dovwn' the Blusimb
chammel. A fopmidable embanknient wus erecled, whish may sill be
soon wear Tahirpur, but the river refised to be contralled. 14 enterd
L Dhaimb ohsonel certainly, but then immedistely broke aaross
oountry inte its old bed, st & point below the embaniment.

bia elssprs.

o Tho Bain,

L elewure,
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2. The towns on its bank are these; Jesom, Rajahat, Rupdia,
‘Busantia, Noapars, Phulialls, Senhati, Klinlng and Sen's Bazar, Almpur,
Fagirhat, Baghahat, Kochun—a loug arrsy of townh prominent in Ll
oomineree of the distriot. i '

18, Tho nest river @ the Marilar. Tt used to emerge from. the
Kabadak, just ebove Jingagechhn, at the point
whers the Jingagachha factory subeequently stocd.

Tt flowed frcan thenoe south-castward, past Manirmmpur and Koshabpar
into the Bladrs,  The head of the river lins long been dhnt up, sud in
' Listof bridges to be mado upon the Caloutts aud Jessare yoad (in the
vollector’s lottar of apd October 1810) the Harihar is not mentioned,
whish it eertainly woulll lnve bean if ut the point whars the rowl orossed
the river bod thore was then any current of water, Af that pamt the
bl s now enltivated. Further down, near Manirampur, the rivir hod is
i ol eontaining a littls water. Fortwo or three miles besido Keshal-
pur the viver is navigalile e small vessels when the high tils somes
up to fll the otherwise nearly dry chanuel; tut the merchants in
Kashiabpur ars abliged to dig loles or tanks in the bed, in which the ships
may liawhils waiting eargo. *
14, ‘There is still another river, the Dhadra, just mentioned, wihiol
used to emerge from the Kabadak at Trimohini,
v and aftir receiving the Haribar s mile or two
beneath Keshahpur continue its south-castwanl course to the Sundarben
yivors. Upon the bank of this river, in the Mahomedan times, the
‘house of the faujdar, or military governor of Jessore, used to stand ; but
pow all betwoen Trimohini ‘and Keshabpur the bed is ealtivated, and
below that poiut it widens out into & tidal streans.
15, Thus every one of the rivent wo have mentionsd used to
i"',‘ fow from the north-west, liringing down towards the sea the wuters of
- the great river: but in overy case their connection with the grest river
hus within the lest Inmdred yoars consed to oxist,  Their heads huve all
siltsd ap; that of the Kumary it is true, only partly, bmt thoss of all
the rest—the Nubagnnga, the Clitra, the Kabadak, the Bhairab, the
Harihur, nud the Bhndra—oompletely.
10, Butit is not only in the closing of the heads of thess rivers
- bty G - that one has evidonos of the naturn of the change
dusee that liss long heen going on, and has now been
aeardy completod.  Wa find from the old reoords of the eollestornta
‘ that the northern and western parts of the district wers lur mere linble

Thie Tasthar.

The Bhales.
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to inundation eighty years ngo than they wre now. The ecountry

hetwoen tho Kumsr snd the Nebagangs at that time was under
water regularly for some months of the year (€. 1-11-91; 1B-7-04),

wherees it is now rencled only by en onfismal ioundation, The
Nabagangs wins then n dreaded river, and mudi money wis spent
in kesping up embankments along the suth bank of it the remaina of
whish fity be seon in the present day ; its Roods frequently raused very

grront dumage, and sometimes poured silt and saund over the eomntry.

Even Saydpur and Isfpur were pergunnibs where ereeks had to bo

enibanked and immdations expected. The details of all these floods, und

the listory of the embankments, will bo: given in » subssquent, place ;

tut ot present T meution them to shew that Boods were ouce nof

unesmmon where now the land is quite fres from them, and that & river
which is now o tuére channal for local surface dminnge wis eighty yomrs

ago a sonrs of constant drend.

17. I wo lock beyond tho boundaries of the distriot we see the
onge great stremus, fho Matsbhunga and the Jalinghi, both of them
urw having their heads closed, exeept doring the mins; oven the
Bhngirafi itsolf is rapidly siliing up, and tho cold weather traflio upon
it is nevessarily becoming loss and less. ‘

18. The eonclusion from all this is, that this port of the eonntry,
all that lies north nnd west of my imaginany Hus
from Keshobpur to Mulinuiuodpur, is cessing to ba
delta land; the work of formation thers is newrly finished, and the
tuilding-up operations of the river ar carried on now to the eastward
and sonthward of the linewhich T givo as the bonndnry between the high
anid already formed Innd, and the low land now in courss of formation,

19. T huave stated the facts besring on my fist point, the general

roiste of daass Ovesstion of dultsic action in the high part of the ™
wetinn. district, and T now proveed to siate those boaring
on this second point, the commencement Gr marked fuoreass of action in
the low tract, Awl T notice, to bogin with, that the changes in both
these napoots ware cantemparaucons, and oecurred almost entiroly duxing
this last half of lust cantury, They wers not two independent matters,
but both were cffeots of onn canse.

00. A hundred years ago, ns we may seo from Rennel’s map, the

o e Kumar wns o large stremn which flowed across
Madlimmati rivet. the north of what aré now the districts of WNudilea,

Jessore, and Furreedpaore, rﬂjuiuingﬂmmnin stroam oo tha other sido
M

vieneral conchsia,
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of Furreedpore. At the point where, ns we would now put it, the Gomi
rocoives the Kumar, the Kumar then reevived the Gorni, o cross-stream
frow the Canges, and o little frther down it dEscharged & strowm, the
“Barasi, which Hlowed softhward, while the Kumar flowed eastward.,

al, But when fts westorn exits beesume closed Lo it, the waters of the

Ganges began to pour dewn the Gored, which then bogun to swallow up
the Kumar and sontinne it courss down i the direotion of the Bamsi,
feaving the pastarn part of the Kumar channel compamtively deserted.
The Barasi was too small a stream 10 contain all this body of water, and
the current therafore opened up another chunnsl on fhe wist of the
Bamsi, which channol was thet of s mers khal, wamed the Alsngkhali
Barasi 1 s contraotion of Bars-mas, *twelve months” stream” —a vari-
ation even now occasionally useds and T think wo miy infer from the
distinetivensss of this name that the westorn channel, the Alsngklnli,
wus nob o fwelve months” strenme.  Tudeod, Honnel's map doce not mark
it s & vontinuons chanmsl.

22, The two chanuels unifed in the great marsh whish aneintly
ooopied the site of Mokimpur pergunnaly, wherg it was essier for them
towiden out n bed for tiemselves, 0 us to make one great river.

23 The recant formation of this grest dver i not & mere matter
of nrgument or probability, 1t is a faet perfieetly well known in the
vicinity, being almoot within the recollestion of persons now tiving, Tt
oorurred ot the vory beginning of the present century, and it is romurk-
obly that st thal Hme we fid reconds of moosonl ioondations over tlis
conntey pbout Mubismmadpur, which have dearly to do with the changs
then going on.. Tho water pedring down scoumulated in that rogion, as
it had not yot formed & wide enough channsl by which to prowed on jis

‘ovurss, A few yewrs of inundation snd the wirk of erosion was
perfurmed ; the stream flowed on regularly, and inundation censed
1o by perpotually recourrent.

24, Tho new channel obtained the nume Madbumsti' (4 honoy-
fowing™), thut being the nume the lowsr part of it, that bulow the point
whore it veceived the Nubagangs in the marsh just allnded to, used
to baove. Furthor south, where the stream became of u tidal dharaster,
it wan nod iz callod the Baleshwar (“lord of strength™), dnd its estuary
s ealled Haringhutts (Y deershore™).

25, Even if the formation of this river were not g0 recont ns to be
williin men's memory, thore is another srgument by whish wes might
prove it. The division of the districts into pergunuahis [s 8 very ancant
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division. and it wis in existencs at tho tisne when we first lwar of tha
wountry in history, Now, where wo find a river marking the boundiry
Detween adjacent pergunnals, wo may be sure that it wus o land-mark
in very snciont times, or at least af the period when thy pergunushs
weire constituted.  The Kunur, the Bhairab, the Bl the Kahudak,
dividy pergununbs for nimost their whole length, w that in that fasd
wo bave proof that they were oned lurge sirenms. The Gorai and
Madbomati, on the othor hand, for wlmost their whole course, pasa
through the hearts of successive porgunnohs,—Nusméshahi, Sator,
Mokimpur, Soltanpur, Selimabad. This eould nover have been the
ense 7f thess rivers had besn ut the tine of the perguunmh distribution
nuything approsching in size to what they am now.

96, Tt is neoessary now to note the changes which the opening of
this great river hus cuuseld inall the cther rivers, namely, how the waters,
of the (orai, breaking woross: conntry, fill at & lower point the chanuels
of ull thoss older rivers whiss heads have been closed.

2. "here is the Kumsr river, which is lled by the Kalignnga

and sciie other eross-streams from  the Gorad.
In the ruimy sesson so mueh water s thius
peceivial by the Kuniar, that st Ramusgar, near Magumb, it discharges
pirt of its water bock sguin into the Gord ghannl, following, in fuot,
tho ancient chanpel of the Kamar; tut in the colil season, when handly
any ‘water comes down the Kumar, the water of this cross-stream ak
Hamnsgur flows in the other direction, and brings down the wuter of tha
Gorai towards Magural, Thus, both when the rivers are full anl wheo
thoy are low, it s the woter of the Goral, mtherthan that of the Kamar,
whith comea to ths eonfluence at Bamnagar, snd poims down by what
was aned only & cross-stream, but now is a pringipal river channel, tnta
the Nobagangs st Magumh. The meve names aro sufllnisnt to wow
{lust this was once only w cross-stream, for wo swo a chnunel, called the
Muchikhali, joining two pamilel siroams, the Kumar and Nabaganga ;.
anil thore soald never kiye boen this arrangement of names if the waters:
Tnd alwnya flowod as they Ao now, in one comtinuone river down the
Kumar, scross by the Muchikhali, und thon down the Nabagangs.
" 08 Tho Nabagangs, then bolow Moagnrah, nuw. dvivee all its
water from the Goral, theough the above channels,
Above the point whess this water poursinto it,
fhe Nabagangn itself is o amall silting wp stream; benmmtle this point ik
is worthy of the nama of niver

The Kemar,

Thes Nahngurigs
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20, Like the Kumar then, the channel of the old Nabaganga
oarries thoe waters that huve come from the Gomi na far e Nalli,
and there similarly it divides into two parts. One part flows soufli-
eastwaed by its olil course past Lakshmipassa, the other broaks ncross
conniry by a chismnel, aleo called the Muchikhali, into the Chites, which
it joins at Gorokhali.

B0, Of the originul formation of this Muchikhalli, the following

Viosmmbilon of the Muck. 07y 18 told. AL one of the villages upon this
Lliale. khol there lived last comtury s vary wealthy
mercantile family, who bad some hundreds of boats tmwding wpon
all tlio rivers. At that timo there was no khal hers at all, but these
merchunts were desirous that their mauy boats should be able to
oome to their house. Fearing opposition to the cutting of o channel
from the river to their houss, they eollseted a lot of men, and in tho
courss of o single night they had united the Nubogangs and Chiten
rivers by o khal, The lonse in which they dwelt, puld in which
their deseendants now live, stands out etill viry prominently on the
bank of the khal.

81. Tlds khal, mnﬂmughmm.hnmthnmuuﬂ wpoct of
ariver. It is year by year widening out, beeauso the dther exit from
the Nabaganga is becoming olosed. The chummel under Lohngam,
which used to vonvey the Nobaganga waters into the Madhmmati,
has, during the Lut ten yoars, boconio completoly elined, exoapt during
tloods, o that ull tho vmter which comes down the south-castorn olinnmal
© must find its way down the Bankuus, townrd Khalin: But this south-
enetern channel itself is tending to silt up, eo thot the greater port
of the wuaters of the Nubugungs dischorge themselves through the
“Muochikhali into the Chatm

82, Whe Chitrs then carries on these waters, which have, na wo

s have stited originally, voma from the Gurad, and

sprends them over the bheel country of Naral and
EKhulng, whoenee they find their way by many channels into the Atharu-
banka or the Bhairab,

23, The Atharubanka (% cighteen bonds™) is nlso itaelf n stream
whith, brings the weters of the Madlmnsti inte the Dhaiab, o
abundunt is the supply that it brings, that it not only fills il that part
of tha Bliatrab which lies south-east of Alnipnr, but turns bock the

Bhairmb from Aladpur to Khulna, and drives all its wator wway from its
own channel down the Bupsa,
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84 Thus, then, the whols river system hea heen changed ;: the

mony rivess that used to flow from north-west 1o

St south-sist hve now their hoads elosed, and: the

Mailhnmuti sendefts waters soross their paths, changing the eross-streams

into principal streams, avd determining a geoers) south-westward fow
of the river surrents.

83, Tho 'work that is nt present buing scoomplished by the Madhu-

Doliaic: flomitis—prs.- Tt it 8 vasy Lo trace. When the wminy scason
mint slege. fills the rivers, the water of the Maillumati pours
in over it hauks, inundsting all the: country which. fies betwoen the
Nabagaugn and the Madhumati, This teaet ought, soconding to its
original formation, to dmin ont suth-mstward ; bul as the waler
comes from tho north-east, and opaates first upon the east of it
the channels there silt up, and the water is more and more pent
up within the bheels.  Cultivation is decreasing there st presant,
bocnuse the Llieels aro more and more overflowed cach year.  When
the Madhumati firmed, it carried forward st one bound the formative
wiorgy from the weet of the districh to the east ol it, und there
nocossarily: exists a Jow truet of country in that place to whith the .
formation from tha west or northewest had not rowched when it was
discontinned, snid to which the formation from the cust or north-east
has not yot reaohed.

86, Lower down, ns T have eaid, the Bankana and the Chites
vivers enrry the waters of the Madlmati over the lower bhool country.
[t will be nany genorations before the effict of the rivers is seen in
tho slevation of the land, but it is mn effsct which will fullow with
cerfuinty some time or other.

a7, There i oue part of the low teact lying between the old

formation on the west and the now progresiing
formation on the cost that vequires special notics;
it is thu eountry south of Megurah, included between the Nabagmuga
and the Clits. 1t cught to be ooded Ly tho overlowing of the
Nubagangs, filled by the waters of the Gomi, and so'it isin purt.  But
nnfortimately wo hove adopted offective messures to prevent this
Within the last ten years it was found that the waters pouring down
towands Magumb frm the Gorai aud ﬂm‘Eumnr wern flowing not
only down the Nubaganga, but were flowing up the Nabaganga us fir
s Kasinathpur, sod thers breaking into the eountry to the south, A
river had almost alrsady been ftrmed, when, m order to prevent one of

el faert .
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this indirect effects of thia determinstion of the eurrent, samsly, the
destrurtion of the Maguwsh houss, an embankment was thrwn aoross
st Knsinnthpur. It hes saved the house perhaps, but it has delsyed
for muny mauy yoars the natural provess of the elevation of the laml
Tad the embankment not been put up, we would have séen o new river
coming down from Kasinathpur to the Katki channel, n tow confre from
which the ailting up provess in the delia might progeed. This pivce of
conntry now gets very little aili-lnden water from higher rivers The
only ehanne! that brings down to it any considerable quantity of wiferis
ome which, eoming from the Kumar across the Nobagauga, noor Jhenida,
poiirs southward by o channel known na the Dhopaghatta clisunel.

PART IL—ANTIQUITIES.

TIL.—Traditions of Ehan JSahen Afi—Thg ruing al Baghadat,
Maspuilur, So.—A.D. H,

Soux of the carliest md.itiuﬁ aurd some of the oldest Tuine in Lhe
. distriet of Jeesoye, connoct themselves with the
e asing of Thanjs Al who lved four ceutiries
| sinee; o long ago, that it is n mutter of difficulty 1o find out exactly
| whio nid whiat lis waa. So mueh is cortain, both from the treditions wod
from 1lie marks thit he haa left behind him, that he csme to the district
with & large body of men, and that he and his men rwsided for a
leng time in the digrict. This s o matter, however, that onn best.
bo disciissed when we bave first desoribed the teaces which ho fins left
of his presence. '
2. Tluins which there is reason to attribnte to Khanjn Ali ars to be
fousid o yurions farts of the distriet; but they ococur in tho greatest
! ahundanse near Baghahat, on the outakirts of the Bundurbaxis, the plsce
-whioh = deolnred by tradition to have besn his msidancs,
3. From the bank of the Bhaimb river at Baghahst thers runs, in
almost o straight line, & hrick-laid rond which was
B uphefin mads by Khanja All. The britks, whicl are smallie
thin those now used, boing about five or six itiches aquars, and liss than
tawainehes thick, ire laid on edgs to form the road ; theranre five squidistant



: (EAst Fagal

PLAN aud ELEVATION of the SATGUMBAZ @ or Sixty Domes.)

near Bushahat | Chusg 2

L

Wi oy Khan Joban Aly shod

14 31

T ."?.' o the Towwen bpapagy adi f
el Joest sisied. i .'flla_-lr'l"l'ﬁ"dh.{f A il

fe sy what appearace. ther W

Trade 28 Kore ag vhs Fipedkn T
b S T

4 = ¥z ¥

,ﬁ
P
[ |
]
‘I.’

LIS HASTE #9ud 2H Ol apidd, iy

wirer STETTY NRTTTAYL RECTETAGIAT T,
T Dby s Cglerliiy, Fple ooy L=







="

DISTRICT, OF  TESSOKE, 156

longitudinal lines, sach of two bricks’ thickness, and botween thess tho
bricka are lnid trausversely, forming in all a brick road of about ten fect
weross, radsed on a slightly elevated embankment. Thoe surfuco is, 6% is.
watural after 400 yesrs' attrition, very irregular, wnd in mest places tho
snbnsikmeut lus beon partly washed away, carrying with it soe part
of the bresdth of the brick romd.  Tiat even now the road is continually:
used sa such, thongh there appears to have been no gort of repair effscted
far the last 400 years.
4. Following this voad for nbout three miles in o westerly direction
from DBaghubat, we resch the largest of Khanja
o Thrsutguaban e ity Alifs buildings, the Satgumbaz, or sisty domes."
T'his building presonts to the east o face of sV
brick-wark, terminated ot both aides by eirular towers.  In the contre
i i lnrge doorway, aud at cach side of this doorway, arrsnged ab equal
ditances, ars five smuller ones; in all aleven doarways, all being of the
pointed-aras form. Above the doorways the fave of the wll is a little
disoper thas it s in the intervals, and the wall is dotted with vircles,
by wny of eornument. Entering by tho docrways we find ourselves in

' lurge hall, whose dimensions uro given by Buboo Gour Dhss Bysack

(whe visited und desoribed the place) s 144 by 96 feot. The pillsm
which support the roof, of whitl tliere are ten rowa of six oooh, divide
the space into eloven aisles lengthwise nnd weven aisles crosswise
Tlhe olavén doorways are of course opposite the aisles, nud, in fuot, nsnll
four sides of the building nre penetrated with doorways, ther is one at
each end of each of the sisles. The central aisle, that which iz enleped
by the large doorway mentioned above, is howover dlosed at Lhe westarn
gnd by an ereotion of stono.  This was the place of prayu, the worship-
pers of eourse worshipping towards the west. On the north side of the
contral misle are the remains of two muall platforms of Trick; one nenr
tlhe stote ultur just desoribed, which was for the worshippers, and one
near the doorwsy, the plase where it is suid Khanje Al st to
trapsact his business; for this large hall was Goth e plice of business and
a plaon of worship, and even the altar served worldly purposss, for
iwo holés aro shewn in it where Khanja Ali kept his boxes of monay.

6. The roof is compossd of sevonty-seven cupolus or domes
(eloven rows of sevim), supported by srches on the pillars benesth.
1t is all very massive; but the pillas aro nevertheloss very thin, not
more than 1} or 1) feet squnre.  The pillars were apparently originally
built of grey stone, encased in brick; but in all, exeopt one ar two,
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the brick-cssing hss fallan away, and lence fhe sppucently light
sivieture of 4ho pillars  Each pillar shews two or three of thess grey
wtomes placod Gno wbove the ofher, and out quite smooth ; and abont
ulght feet from the ground, whero the srch springs which supporta the
gupols whoye, thers is a sort of capital,

B At the four arners of the building fonr small towers riso n little
whove the roof. The twp which s an the front wre ascendililo Ly wind-
1 stubronsss from the inside of thy building, ono of these being callid

“the andbar kothe (@ dark huilding™), ead one the roshun kotha (* light -
building”),

7. Exeopt that the topa of the tawors ara dilagidated, the st of the
masoney is in good order, and with mere surface ropair wonlid tuke whal
woithd even now be called o grand publie huilding ; the roof, however, i3
oovered with n foreit of jungle, whish completuly obaoures ils fornt,

& Tho jusido is kept dlear by nn old man, who gets & fow pice
fromi the pilgrims who travel to the place. During the méla of fair
held every year in bonor of Khanja Ali, it is usud as o dwelling placo
by muny hundrods of the visitors, who can find within its’ nmply
dimensions wbundant nocommodution. The nutives regand the structure.
s Clovernment property, nud it is considered that Government, when it
established the salb-division of Baghuhut, should have uesd for lta
prarposes the building whenes the nountry was rulod 400 yodrs ago.

9. There aro traves of o large wall which once surrounded tie
whole building, and (he entrance to the molosure
within which it stands is sven now by the anient
neoliway which formed part of this wall.

10, Tmnedistely at the baek of the Luilding there is o very lirge
tank, which dutes back to the game time,  Khanju
Ali alwoys dug o tenk where he orectid & building.
11. At s distance along Khanja Ali's high road of about & mile
and & half from Baghahst, s sido yoad strikes off
to the south, and takes us fo others of Ehunjs
Ali's Vuildings. The road takes us up sn artificial whound, and
fhrough o gatewsy in the wall which surrounds the whole of the buili-
i Within this enclosure there is another sumller one, also sur-
youndod by a woll, and within this is the mosqun whinh contuins the
famb of Khanjn Ali. This structure appesrs square in the outside, but
ovtagounl in the inside, and the wof of it is one large hemispherioal
dome, with nn ormamegtal pinnaclo standing oul st the top. The

Arilinvay.

Tauk.

Tha m‘il*r o,
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dimenslons of thi huilding are, according to Baboo Gonr Dass Bysack,
45 foel square (this being thersfore thy diametey of the dome), and ib
is 47 foat to the top of the doms.

12. Khanja Ali’s tomh oconpios the eentre of the mosque, md it
is marked by o tombstone—a stone five or six
foot Jomg, nnd of rounded top, Inid wpon three
gtops. The stons i coversd with Ambio inseriptions in relief, pnd the
horizintal face of the two highest steps (which are also of stone) hear
similar insoriptions. The lowest step, and the foor of the hall, are Inid
with hexmgonal encistio tiles, but the floar is very mnch feoken up.

13, The stone used in the copstruction of the tomb is the same
groy stone which I8 used in the pillars of the Sstgumbaz.  There is no.
stiely stone to be found in all the Gungetic delta, und the tradition is
that Khanja Ali had it hronght from Chittagong. Dut whence come
thie nisons who hehioned and engraved it ?

14  Imneslintaly to the west side of this bnilding, end ontaids o,
therw is muother tomb, lying like Khaujn AN,
north and soath, fashioned exnetly similurly, but
Dearing no inseriptions. It i3 a cenotaph, aud can be entered hy » door
leading beneath the tombstone, T did not go down, and could not verify
what I waa told, that there were inscriptions imside.  This tomb is that
of Mubhnmmod Taher, the dewsn of Klunjn Al Ho i known in
Binigal by the name of Pir Ali, and was a brahmin who had sdopted
the Mussulman religion. His zeal for veligion is celebivited fo the
pressmt doy, and he gives his name fo & certain seet of Hindoos, though
liow ko does g0 1 do not exaetly know.

15, The mosque aud thess two tombe are all thet is within
the inner quadmngle’; but just west of it, aud
within the oater enclosire, is another building
gimilar in strusture to the mosque but emaller in dimensions: 1t is
sald to have been used by Khanju All, whon lie dwult here, bs his
oouk-lonse,

16, Al these buildings are in good repair, sxeept so far as the

Yues surfoce goes. Thoy ar all iv charge of two

fagirs, who kesp up the worship at the mosques

and who use the cook-house na such, They cluim descent from Khanja

Al but ncknowledge thoy eannot traee it but they hsve fights in the

place, for they hold soms 368 beegaba of lakhirgj land, appropriated

to the berviee ufﬂlﬂ place, aud coming down from o very long time,
o

The tmmba,

Pir Ali's tomb,

Cool=larane
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Thare were larger lands once, and there wern also lnnds attached to
Ahe Satgumbae; but these wore resumed by Government while the
38 beagahs were reloassd.  The tamh isalsan great place of pilgrimage
for deyont Mahomodans, swd poople pomie from & long distanee to
ke their vows ot Khanjn Ali's shrine:

17. Immediately to the soutly of the buildings T have deseribed,
and in front of the mosque, which lhoes south,
is a very large nod very fine tank.  Balwo Gour
Dass Bysack easure] its water ot the height of the dry sesson 1,040
foet squate.  Tts depth the figirs coulll not tell we, for thay say no boat
aver goes on its sorfuce. Near the edges it is cortainly vory shullow,
but the water is ulways goold. '

18 There ave u the tank sight time alligetors, of which one
bk only is large. They eome st the faqir's call to

S the phit that leads from the water to the door
of the wosquo (s Ono broad ghit, now somewhat dilapiduted, bub
ghill tho largest und widest by far in the whole district), und take fond
from the fanir; oot from his hand howsver, for they might have
somie diffieulty in rogulating the fieres smap they make at their food,
s us to make it avoid taking alsa the feedor’s wmy It is chiofly by
the offerings of pilgrims, or the thankagivings of those who have
made 4 suocssiul vow st the mosqne, that thess alligators are supported.
They have s grand fved once n year at the foir time, but i other times
e not s wall off They do not st cadh other, but apparently do
not Tive on very frendly terms, snd it seemus o boone rule of hsir
society hat not yaore than one should grow big at ono time. The presint
largy oue remsined small for years, until’ the lest king nliigator wes
gutherad to his futhers,

19, The alligntors of course are saered, for they nre the descond-
unts of Khanjn Ali's, snd it is through lis sacred influence thut they
oy the fagir's calls. Mo had two alligators, who were ealled
Kalapar and Dholopar (“ black-side” and * white-side™), and whon
lw ecalled them by their pames they would come to him from thin
remotest comer of tho fank. So their descendants, Ui alligators of
the present day, hear und obey the samo call

2, The stary of these buildings is this: Khanjs Al Hyed first

ut the Satgumbaz, bt when he was old and near
Loped clllolink. 4y endd of his days ho asked God whorw be should
go to die and be buried.  Cod poiuted out to L this place, and so ke

Tank
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oame here, erectod the mosgue and tomh for himsell, wnd dug s tank,
an b alwnys did beside his buildings. 1t is said thal in exeavating
this tank he had dig very desp indeed; and yet failed to find any
water, 'The diggers at last dug cut a Hindoo temple, into wiich
Khanja Ali entered and found a devotes sifting inaide.  Him le
askad for water, and the dovotee ot onco coused the fountains of the
deep to gush forth in such abundance, that it was with diffienity that
Khanja Ali and the diggers escaped in time fo the hank. ‘The
dovotee’s templs is fbled still to exist at the bottam of the tank, but
it has been seon only by one man. This wesaman who one day,
wounted on s tree on the edge of the tank, was cutting its branohes.
All of n sudden hie criod out, “ Hallo ! there is the devoles wiking 1™
and the moment he said so, the branch on which he stood snapped, and
he il down and died, s body was buried close by, within the
precinets of the mosque. -

21, The leged of the tank is a eurious one in one respect § it is o
Maliomedan fible, though its subject is Hindoo divinity.

22, The huildings deseribiod, thongh the most complete, are by no

S moans the only remains of Khanja Al to be
found in this place; for o two or three miles
vound about the countey s full of ruins that date back to his time. In
" paseing slong the road 1 have deseribed ome sees several ruined
mosques, somo of them similar in structure to the mosqua of the
tomb, some simpler. The: people who reside near them say that thers
are in all 360 mosques aud 360 tanke, and that they wore onlled
by the names of Khanjs Ali's leading men—Dakhitar Khan, Iklityar
Khon, Alam Khan, Soadat Khas, Almad Khan, Deria Khaw, sod
s0 forth.

23, The road which T have described is the one which shews most
of ity criginal structure, but I saw two or thires
othors leading off from it af right angles, and T
it informad that Klinnja Ali's rosds crop out all over the region rowud
abemt.  Oue of those T saw ran right through the village of Basaburi,
olose to Baghahat, being in faet its principal road. This road, jt is
said, lod right on o Ohittagong; aud T was told, though T eaunct say
with what trith, that fagments of it were traceabls oven al plaves far
distant from Baghulat.  Khagjs AL modoe this road in ordor to go to
visitn gront fagir at Chittagong, whose name wiss Bagid Bostan,  They
say that ho bridged the rivers and khals in the way, bul probubly they

and mads
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mean ouly the smaller enes (for the Mogna was, T should imagine,

boyotd even his engineering skill), and that ling after the Nawab

Jongir Khao, wha nsed purt of the road in w jowndy from Daces to
Culoutta, broke down all the bridges.

L] L] - - - - L]

24 Leaving the Doghabat ruins for n while, b us desorile
: \fa:";i.:“ Mujiticar,  #0MW0 Which exist ut the other side of the distriet,

25. When, in the extonsion of eultivation into the Sundnrbian forest,
shme poapls wore clearing the jungle slong the banks of the Kabadak
rivee, ab & point about six miles south of Ghandkhali, they ame upon an
nneiont mosgue, doss by the river hank, and they oulled thy village by
the namo of Masjidkur, * ths digging out s recsque.”

96, Tho building thus found procleims at the first glnses thit it

_ owea ite origin to the same hand which built the
g Satgumbue The prinsiple of strictur fa U
gamo, only instead of o brendth of eloven domes and u depth of even,
wa have hero o breadth and depth of three domes only, or mine in-alk
Mhese sre the samoe mussive walls, for they are shont six feet fluok; o
Turge comtml doorway is beneath the middle dome on eacly sids, anl
two smiller doorwaye on each face, one on each sido of the contrl one.
But the building itself sppears to the eys of so massive siructure, that
the doorways seam dwarfed out of all proportion to the sike of the faoe.
Ax in the Butgumbug, so here also there aro four towees at the four
eomers of the buildings, but none of them appear to be: ascendilils ;
aisdl the willls shew in severnl pluces tho same littlo cirelots traced on
the fico of the brick which are ussd to omsment thi leeger structure
noar Daghahat. ’ :

47, Tuside wo find of eourse anly four pillats supporting the roof,
anie b each of the four interior depeniding cusps of the wrches whicl
l“['i"ﬂ' the nide domes, The west, or rather the north-wesl side, T
ahould have mentionod, hns uo doorways like the other tliree sidis 3 but
loaking from the inside, we find, at the places wherm thedoorways should
bo, thres * hiiubars’ or niches,—the pinces towards whioh prayer wis
made. The building ia elean in the inside, and s wll in very good
gtato. The tops of the eorner towers wee fullen sway, but the test of

the muasonry looks as if it could stund for ages yoeto  The roof, too, is
kept oleny, no junglo Iwing allowal to grow, exonpt . littls grnss “’11!
anid thus wo se ool oy the forms of thie nine donies, Lt tlie traisry
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work sling the upper edgs of the foar faves,  As in mmturthuc:pn&ml:
builiings, the middle part of cach face stands higher than the sides,

28, The pillars are made of stone—and hera 1 come to n some-

Mysinery about (i one WORE inexplicable part of the watter. Like the
il Satgunibar pillars, they nre formed by pladng two
or three long stones porpendipularly in line, but they show nous of the
saimo rogularity. Tnstesd of rising out of the ground upon symmetrical
hiwses, they rest upon one or twn similar long stones laid horirontally npon
the ground, without Tegularity, and not even at the same hwight : it is
donb s one would set up such stones roughly, sud for o tempomry
purposs,  Most of the stones ar of the same grey stano we saw ab' the
Satgumbaz, ot there are one or two of & redder color, und one ortwo
spockled stones among them.  Thay are all eut in some sort of patter,
either squure, or with s Tand, or with a groove upon ons side. T'wo slones
shew the samy device, four tassols 58 it were dependont upon the four -
edges; but these two stones are in two diffarent pillass, and wre rovepse
ways; that is, the tassels hang up in vne and hang down in the other,

20, Bao far therefore s olear: thess etunes were not hronght there,
and wore not fasshioned, for the purpese they et present fulill. They
belonged to some other strusture, and they were taken from it, or from
its ruing, to form pillars in this mosque. _

30, Now, in the adjacent villago of Amadi, whare I shall prosentiy
deseribe somo other remaing of Khanjs Ali's, there liss, myd hes lain
during all the memory of the present generstion, o oylindrieal pisce of
groy atono about two feet long. Its ends are squaved, and its eiroum-
foronce cut into twelve fuoots, Round the middle of it is a high band,
und b either the bottom o the top (I ein oot sy which) there &8 &
device, alternato trisngle and squure, varriod round the twelve fseusti.
This stons, whatever it was moant for, came from o long distance. awmy,
fior no such stone ean be found for 15600 miles round, nod thers is no
other building wer for which it pould huve bem inteled, exoept anly
th mosque pilbed. _

3. Twd theiris alone ssmn admissitle to cxploin what 1 hinvo
stubed. Mither fhe builder of this mosque, finding sowe ansient
structure in the placs, aud having no stone of his owa o work with,
Tudlt the mosque with temporary pillars taken from this more ancimt
strustury, intending aferwords to prooure and faslion and mbstituto
other stones, of which we Bud one now lying in Amadi; or the build-
ing being properly finished, somo Vandale of lator times teok womy its
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pillars for their own purpeses or for somo other temple. leaving behind
them only the one we nuw And in Amadi; and either they or the
worshippers at the mosque put up the pillaes we now find, using for the
piirpase the stones of the gateway, or of soms similar eroction elave by.
The lutter theory is the one T inoline fo. Tt seems to me impossible
thet a mun building what must theti have been so fine 0 mosque, anid
& man eapable of building the Satgumbez, would begin by laying down
pillars that sre mers patcli-work compared with the rest of his building.
It in aleo extromely improbable that, sneient = the mosque itselfl 14
the bnilders of it should have found in sich @ place as the Sundarhana
o still mors ancient structurs, and should have used its olomants in their
own wark,

#2, In favor of the explanation T give, it may be mentioned that
there nro elear truces of o wall which once enolosed the mosqus, and in
which #here must hove been a guteway, The removel of the old
pilliers, and the substitution of new ones, is nob o impossitle o task as
may ot first sight appear, for the whole structure is so massive that it
pould ecosily support itself without the pillars. The present pillars
infieed aro so emall, and so weak in coustruetion (one being sotunlly
bent i the middle like an elbow), that they oan besr but w small part
of the weight of the roof.  Btill I am not cantent with the explanation,
Aoyl the fets eertuinly demand explanation of some sort.

29,  Bome of the fases, und some of the eormers of the pillar stories,
ghow marks of considerablo attrition; and as in their grosent position
thoy nre litile linhle to attrition, or at all events whatever attrition they
now auffer woulll be distributed rogularly, and not ko eaprigiously ns: we
find it the ouse, this is another svidence of their having once formed past
of another structure. A fable hus been invented to apeount fur thé
wenting nway of the oorner of e pillar ot a point almoet out of reach,
s i nt present stande—Thero is a fairy who comes st night and rubs
hersolf upon the pillar, and itis she who hos polished sway the comer,
I canmot find that she has over revealed hersellin mrnﬂzw

. 34 The mosquo is still nsed az o plnoo of wombip by the residents

< SN i the vidnity. On the dey of my visiy thees
was w graud service there, for it was the T'd-ul-itr,

thi hroaking of thy Ramnzan fast The minlla, who stood in fronk, read
{hie servioe—apparontly fivst prayers and then lesson—to the arewd,
who remained fu silence, ooonsdonally dwnging position aml Intbning
at the samme time some response.  There were viands presented st the
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altur, and T was told that they wers presented in the nnme of Ii’lm.qjﬂ
All, to whom they attributed the ereotion of the mosque.

35, Lesa than a mile down the stream, and on the same minnht,
ia the village of Amadi, where thore are other
rolies of Khanjs Al Close on the river bank
ure two tombs, placed lengthways, north and south : they are said to be
tlie tombs of Durn Khan apd Fatal Khan, futher and son, followers of
Khanjs Al The tombs are no doubt sncient; but at first sight L
would not have dated them back 400 years. The northern one is now
falling into the river.

36, A Little farther south is n raised pisso of land with o brick
foundution in it.. Two or three small tanks aud a
long artificial treneh surround this elovation, and
the place is statod to mark the cateherry of Bura and Futah Khao
Farther south still is o very largo tank, enlled the Kalki-diggi; it s
now n mass of marshy jungle, but the surfies included within its high
embankments measured, I wns told, 100 beegahs (n square of 1,200
foet g side). The tank has no masonry ghit, lat in the centre of ench
of the fonr sides rises u clustir of tamarind trees.  Coming back to
the river bank ot a point a little farther up than the tombs, wo
piss another large tank whose name is Hathi-banda (*elophnat-
binding”); like the former, it is far on its way to ruin, but it still
contains sweet water. The stone T have menticned shove lies nob fie
from this tank.

47. Ttis strange that these two large tanks lave their length
north and south., This would be an wrgument forr their Hindoo drigin
-wero uot the tombs and the mosque, which are no doubt connected with
them, so distinetly Maliomedan.

‘88 (Ngse to the mosquoe there are two or three smnll tanks, but
thn}- deserve e deseription.

-.‘ - L] - L]

30, Ihum.u@nd. the sbove ks the principal traces of Khanja
All, but there are o few other morks of Lim
mattered over the district. Of the onnection
between Khanja Al and the ruins st Baghulnt and st Masjidkus, of
ecnrrso no dotbt can exist ; but in the othor cases 1 have been tempted to
think that it nrises only from a desire to expliin every thing ancient by
wttacking it to the most ancient name known to the traditious of the
distriot. It must be romembered, however, that there are few things

Tomh af Amukt

Cuteloerry nod imnka,

Crbor roma,
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that strike an inquirer mare than the Yoenlization of traditions such as
Hiowe T ot arrating. Names und traditions seem to be Yardly Tnown:
Loyomil the erele where fhoy sprung mp; and when wi find Khunjn
‘Ali's nome kmown 8o far nortli as the town of Jossare, we. mny deem it
pretty cortain that the loon) tradition attached to Lis nume arises from
soms eonpection wiich he had with the place, and not from thia
arbitrnry appropristion of a hero who belongs to unother part of the
country. .

40 Tt is also very much in favor of the reality of Khanjn Alt's
comnection with the places I am about to note, that all the places full
in gne line, apparently the Tine of march from the north-west of the
Qistriet down to Daghaliat.

41, There is first of ol Bars Bazar, ten milis novth of Jessaro.
Mhere are some rnins heve, but they make na
gredt show, and T have not had an apportunity to
examsine them in dotail.  There nre also somi tanks, ong at least o very
Jargo one, and it is said that in end aronnd Bars Bagar the while
nmbor of tanks is six seore and six. Theso are all put down to
Khanju Ali, and this place was ono stoge of his journey to Baghahat.
This; however, is very donbiful. (See note to chapter XXXIX.)

42, Nist, in Jessore itsolf, we find the shrines of two old peers,
or Mussulman sages,—Gharih Shak and Bakran
‘Shah, The shrine of the first is just beside the
collutorate, o place where Mussulmans make s sulaam us they pas
long the roud ; the other's shrine is a littlo distanee off, in the dires-
fion of the cometery, Gharib and Bakiram Sl were companions of -
Khaujn Ali, and it is said that whon he was coming this way lio sont
thern shesd Lo propare food for him ot Jessoro. When he eamb up
it wos not rendy, and he therefore Teft them hehind when he wint on.
They remmining erooted shrinea; and s they wore, like Khanjo Ali,
pn of great pioty and divine powes, peopli rssorted to them, and
even now resort to their ghrines, to pay Asir yows and make known

43, There is o lirge tonk st Ramnasger, four miles south-vast

. of Jessore, which I havo also heand comnuetad
e with lis pume. Dut the people who live nesr
it kmnow nothing of it, und the tank iself, Twing o novfl and south
an, i 100 promonncedly Hindoo, 1 do not think it hus suything to
" o with Khanja Al

Tarm Haszr.

Jossore,
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44 In several places nlong the beank of the Blinirah ther nre
- traves of un old roud, reised upon a pretty high
e sap e TS embenkmont, bt not motalled or brick-Inid lke:
thoeo nenr Baghahat.  Portions of this rond T have seen in and near
Nimai Ray's Basar (Senhati) snd Sen's bazar (Khnlus); in fack, both _
these busars are partly built on the road in question; and between
Ben's barar and Sholepur, except whero in some ports it is destroyed,
it forms the current rond. Three or four yoars ago, one Madsn Bawali
repaired that part of it ubove Nimai Ray's hesar which commeocted
that barar with Digalia (kis house) and Bamkpur, At Sen’s bazar it
spparently erossed the river, and then proceeded down townrds Baghalut,
and tracee: of it are foond four miles down the river, opposite Alaipur,
This road is known s Khinjn Als road, and it is said to b the road
by which Khanje Ali and his men came through the district on thety
way to Baghahat, making the road ez they went nlong.

45. I have not myself seen any other tfces of Khanjs Ali,
but Lum informed that there exist sush in Abhaymagar on the bank
of the Blairab, and in Subalhara in Noral The first of thess twin
places is on the line of marvh, the second is fur feom il

- - - - - .
46. Who was Khanjs Ali, or, to use his full nume, Khan Juhan
Ali, the contre of all these traditions? The
inscriptions on lis tamb tell us only these Sty
obont lim, that he wus & stranger in the land, and that be died in
the Mahomeflan year 803, i, AD. 1458, The works he hos lefk
behind sulficiently show that he must have boen a ruler of mnny men,
With these facts all the traditions agree; for ho Is represented
entering the distriet and marching through it with & large hody of
men, making his road us ho wont along, and building mosques and tanks
herw end thore. The Senhoti people say he brought along with him
eixty thonsand dig?m.

47. The tradition both st Baghahat und st Masjidkur is that he

A oclodst of the Ban-  8me to melsim and cultivate the lands in the
duziee Sundarbums, which were at that time waste and
vovered with forest, Ho obtained from the wmperor, or from the
king of Ouur, u joghir of thes lapds, and in secorlance with it
established himself in tham. The tmdition of his cutcherry site in bath
phmmmgmdzwhhthhﬁwdhhpodﬁﬂmnmlthuﬁwtﬂ_hh
underfuking such large works—works which involve the neeessity of

n

VWho waa hat
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supporting quite an. army of laborers—also points fo liie position s
rocoiver of the rents, or oliel of the eultivators of the sofl.  His works
inh their uature correspond exnotly with these that a century or two later
wer nndertalom by other groat zemindars,

48.  The pergunnali nenr Baglinhat, where all these works dee found,

is namod Khalifat-abod ; and this name s o very ancieit one, for it
is given as one of the nssesmmont divisions in Todarmal's pssessment, of
Bengal in 1552, 'The meaning of the name is * reolaimed on the part of
Al emporor,” or * by the emperar’s command.” Tt seemms to me that
this name is no small eorraborstion of our view of Khanje Ali's position.
In 1578 Khalifat-abad, with other thirty-four pergunnahs insluded
within its civele of assesement, was nessssed at Te 1L35,003. Bub §
anens to have extended north st lenst s farns Naldi pergunnsh, wnd
perhnps aleo still further west and north-west. It does not wrgue that
Innd worth Rs. 1,806,008 a yoar hod been roolnined from what we now
regard ds the Sundurbuns.
49 Another testimony regarding Khanja Ali's position I find in
the history Tam about to nmmte of Rajs Pratapaditya.  Ho oune to
the country o century later. and it is etated thet the lund had, beforo
him, been ocoupied by a Mussiiiman mler of the Klag moe,

0. Buch pluces ns Masjidknur wero likely out-stations of Khanja
Ali's, whern his lieutennuts carried on the same work; and ocorupied the
i position thnt ha lameell did in Khalifit-sbad. Durs Khan and
Foutahy Khan were, as bofore eald, the vames of his Houtenants qt
Masjidkur.

Al. Khanjn Ali wos n very holy man—what the natives eall o

X by “ buznrgi ;" that s, ono who has, through his
holiness, supernatural powsr,  Mosques und tanks
without number are tho testimony ho has left bohind him of This
existonoe; und the Satgumbaz, where opparoutly he dwelt during the
puriod of his grestuess, was both o place of warship snd & ploce of
Vusiness. Aftor ho Lad lived o long time s o great zomindar, ho
withdrew hinself from wordly affuire and dwolt ss u fugir in the place
which, as before nurrated, had been pointed out to hing e the plase
where ho ghonld die. '

62, As thére spems to haye been oo one before Khanja AH, so
there sectns to have been no one after hing, I
find no tradition oven of his loaving an hekr to his
greatuess. I have mentioned that the fuqirs at the mosiqus of the tomb
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alairm to he his descorulunts ; but they have no listory of thelr tenure of
offioe, atud it is i possible to find out whether it hus been continuous oruot.
i3, It wonld seem, in fact, that when iﬂmgnﬁ.htlml.thnwu&
The chlerasion o s be had come to mccomplish died also. The land
he hnd reclnimed foll back inte jungle, to le
ngdnmlnimudﬂtﬁumu[u.tnrdnte. It is to this that [ stiribute the
fragmentary nuture of the traditions regarding him. Had the occupe-
tion of the lands he ruled over heen eontinuouns from his time, no doukit
wo woull find many more traditions of him.  But when the jungle
spread over the country, it buricd most of his history ; and the new
inhinkitants, when they eame, picked up and preserved only those
frigruonts whish were thrust in their way, Masjidkar, for example, lns
Toen rooliimed, and has relapsed fwice or thrice within this lust cenfury,
and its present ocoupation dotes only from 1253 (1846G). Nothing
tends to ohliterate tradition o muoh os changes like these] and even
where there is & continuous liny of tradition, the absence umong the
rntives of any spidt of inqury tends of ftself to bury in forgotfalness
the unwritten history of the past: It is perfootly wondedul how e
whole village ean live under the shadow of some ancient buiding such
as 'l have deseribd, und never ones troubls themsslves to think or e
nek how it cume there, or who 3t wos that bailt it.

4. An anoudl méle, or for, 33 held on the grounds near the
mosque of the tomb upon the suppossl anuivers
sy of the dosth of Khanja Ali, the full moom
of Cheif {Mardh-Aprl),  Tlas fair is the lurgest, or one of the lacgest,

held in the Bundarhans, The mosque s slso

S continually visited by Mussulman pilgriznb, s
of them from long distences; many of these wre p:lgruml making &
round of such visits, who pass on from this to the shrine in Chittagong,
the plocs where Khanja ALi ulso is stated to have visited (para, 28).
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IV —Hstory of Ruje Pratipaditye—Origin of the name Jessore—
A.D, 1580,

Ax socount’ of Jessore wonld not be complete without reference to
King Pratopaditys, Though the roins of Lis buildings are now within
the 24-Pergunuuhs, T have not heen able to visit them or to eolleet
the traditions which hang about them, T note theorefore only that
which ssems to bo historical about Pratapaditys, snd my information
has been obfained iu part by the aid of Baboo Pratap Chandrs Gihoss,
who wrato a papor about this rjo in the Asiatio Society’s proceedings
of Deoembor 1868
2, Rajah Vikenmaditys was ono of the chief ministirs ot the court
Baja Vikrmsditrs ponts Of Guur during the time of King Dand, the last
by alled Jimaren, "wovereign of Bangal, and nlso during one o two
of the previons reigns. Whon Daud made rebellion ngainst the emperar
of Duilhi, about 157:3-74, Tajn Vikramaditya, a prodent counsellor, wes
utterly opposed to the step, and knowing that ruin would shortly follaw,

determined to provide himself n ity to which he might retire. Ha .

therefore obtained a o in the Suudarbans, o place suffiviently. remots
ond diffioult of pecess, und he there estalilished s vity, to which ha -
subsequently rotired with his fimily and his dependasts, Ha had
probabily a very large following, for shortly after we find his family
the masteas of nlnrge tract of country, and bholding it by cousideralila
military foren, /_)(
4. Mo this naw ity Vikmmadityn gawo ﬂmnmn' Yasoharn,"

ﬂﬂtl“'“b'm which, the y being promounced like n 7 is the
vornaoular spelling of Jessore, The nums means
“ glory-<depriving,” and I find it acvounted for in the following wisy
in o swall book, n popular history of Pratapadityn, which however
i8 not, in its details st least, of euny reliability. When things
were going oguingt King Dadd, and Vikeamudityn wns. just abont to
procend to the ity which he had prepared for his vetirement, Duud
thought it well to remave to & placo of safoty his wealth and his jewels,
and asked Vikmmaditya to take them with him to the new sity.
Vikrnu took with him so much of the wealth and adormments of Gaur:
that the splondour of the royal ity was trunsfirred to Jessore, whoss
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nems accondingly wie eulled “the depriver of glory.” To me this
dorivation seems somewhat strained, espocially as the city mmst have
had some nane before it was Onished ; nd T em fndined to sugpeest
pnother derivntion, which, however, 1 have nowhere seen aseribed to the
néme.  In the only ancient Hindu inseription which, so far us T know,
niew exists in the distriet, that on the temples ot Kanbnynagar, whish
will bo desribed in the nest chapter, the Rajn Sitaram Hay applies
to his city the epithet enchirnruchibara, “ depriving of beanty that
which is benutiful,"* meaning simply that beantiful things compared with
it oo longer had any boauty. I think it poesible, if not likaly, that
Yasohurn hes a similar meaning and applicstion, snd is intetided merely
to express the idea * supremely glorious."

4. The city thus fiunded is not the Jessore of the present day,
but will be forind on the mup not fur from Kaliganj polive station, in
the 24-Pergunuahs distriot.

f. WVikrsmaditya had a son whose name was Pratapaditya, snd
who was endowed with all the virtues under the'
sun, and this Peatapadityn succeodsd hiny in the
possession of the principality of Jessore. Tt is doubtful if Pratapadityn
waited for his father’s doath, for ho appears to have sot up o rival ity
at Dhfimghut, eloss to the old Jessore, and to have tnken possession o
Lithle timn bofore his father’s deatl. His dominions, nifher thoss whioh
ba sequired by inheritance, or those which he obtained by extonding i
inheritanes, extended ovor all the debtaie land bordering on the Sundme-
Tows, embracing that part of the 24-Pergunnnha dabriet which lies
enat of the Iohnmaeti river, aud ofl but the northem sad norib-enstom
prrt of the Jussore district.  The rajn of Krishmansgur (Nuddes) was
upparently the owner of tho lands which Iny on the north-west of
Pratapndityn's.

“ o 6, It ia stated that at thet time Bengal, er mom likely ooy the

il skl mpsinnd 1o lower part of it, wes distributed wmong twelve
b s such lords of prindipalities, who of mm'ml‘ﬂ
renit and owed allegisnee to the emperor of Delhi and the gommnor
under him of Bengal Among thes twelve lods Pratapadityn
apparently guined the pre-eminence, and in time considered himsalf
srong onough to diselaim allogianes and refuse to pay his revenues
to the eourt of Delhi. During the whole of that tinw Bangal waa i
n vory disturbed state, full of quarrelling and of robellion. so that the
opportunity afforded to Pratepudityn was uo doubt o good one.

Proapaditye



. IMSTRICT . OF JESSORE, 31

v“l?)ﬂm aniperor sovaral times sent armies to subdue this refractory

hut the Sundirbans gave Pratapadityn o strong poaition, and for

w long tims he hade deflanos to the emperor.  The Little history reforred

14 whove mikes hinyearry war into the open vountry, and fight the ammies

- of Delli in w placo distaut far from his own fortress. But this i not

ab all likely ; the war woged sgainst lim had nothing of the churacter

- of a general warfure, and the silence of the Muhomedan bistorisns

it mnkes it likely that the efforts mnde to capture Prafa-

pditya wut(ﬁﬂh. wore thon small expeditions sent to crush w loonl
reballin,

8 From the family records of the mjns of Chanchrs, it appears
that Ehan Azim, who was one of Akbar's great generals, deprived
Pratapaditya of some of his pergnunubs, for four of them wero Destiweld
upon tho raja’s anvestor. Tt is possible, therefore, that Pratupadityw,
thiough ho wes victorious over the imperial armies, and though they fuiled
to (ulfil their duty of capturing him, lust in the struggles: part of his
power and substance some time before ho was fnally reduced.

Al v,,'[fl'ﬂauo'mful as yot, the emperor now sent Raja Man Singh,

lis groat general, with a large fore, to capturs

the rebellious Pratapadityn. With great diffioulty

b sucooeded in storming his fortress and taking him prisoner, and he

potvoyed lim in an iron cago towards Delli.  The prisoner, however,
died oni the way, at Benures,

10, Tho date of all théss events may be gathered from the fack
thut Azim Khan was in power in 1582-84, and Man Singls was leader
of the Delhi armiss in Bengal from 1688 till 1006,

11, The nanis Jessors continued fo ntfach itsell to the estates

s of i nuse  Which Pmtapadityn had possessed.  Thi finjdar,
Jemore or military governor, who had charge of them,
and wha, ns we ghall g0, was located ot Mirzanngar, on the Kabodaky
‘was culled the fonjdar of Jessore; and when the hend-uartoms of the

o district, which etill diffored not much in its boundaries from what it
hd heen in Pratapaditya’s time, wero brought fo Murali, and thenee to
Kusha (wher they now ax), the name Jessors wis applied to the town
where the courti uud cutcherries thus were located.  The district is now,
of eoipss, fiur from conterminous with Raja Pratapaditys’s territarios; but,
that is only beemise since 17586, the date of its establishment, it has boen
mmda to saffer changes of boundary so violent, that only half of what
then was Jessore is within tho Hmits of the district ue it now standa,

" Haja Man i

-
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V. —History of Raju Sitaram Ray—Ruiny at Muhammadpnr.—
A0, 1700,

Ar the period to which belong the events about to be narmted,
Three ninise [ ES0re was ot least to some extent s settled
o e, conntry. The present area of the distriot was
divided ohiofly among thres zemindaria. The rajs of Jessors held 4l
the south, the mjs of Naldangs held the pemindari of Mubsmound-
shahi, and the third semindari, the wubject of this chapter, including
ull Nuldi and the groater part of Furreadpore, wos called the somindas
of Bhusna,  Thess thros zemindars collewted the reventies of the tmots
within their jurisdiction, and paid them over to the nawah of i
whos capital wos then of Dacen. The boundaries of the senindiyia
probubly had not much of dofinition, the country beitg lees extensivaly
eultivated, and having far less facility of communicstion Han W ;
and it is likely that, so far as the borders of their zemindoris went, the
varions rajas peted on the principle *that he should take who his the
power, nnd bo should keep who ™ '
2. The zemindari of Bhuans came, whether by hereditary desoent
; ar by muathnrmmintuﬂmimﬂnn[]hjﬁ,
MSURR RS Sitoram Ray.  Tho somindari ho held for fourtesn
yoars, during which time he buill Mulismmadpur fir his onpital,
and adorned it with many fine buildings snd tanks, the remaing of
which 1 am sbout to deseribe. Bofore his time Mubnnmadpur was
not in existonos, ond its site wos o meve rico plain, the espitul boing then
probubly st Bhuma, on the other side of what is now the Madhumati,
but what sas then only s small khal, the Alg Khalli. At tha
boginting of this contury, Mohammudpur wes oue of thi chief towas iy
the distriet ; it is in foot only of Inte years, that is sines 1836, that it
B fullén from its high estate, l -
3, Of the origin of Bifarum Ray mote than one story in cureent,
ﬂqﬁmﬂwy I shall noreate runs thns :—
4. On the othier side the presont Madhumati river there i3 &
: | village, Hurihnrnagar. In this villoge Ritaras
MM LSES  had o ook He held 'nleo n jumma o another
village, Bhyamnogar, olose to tha presont Hﬂhﬂmmndpur. ﬂuﬂd@ ho
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was riding ooross from his villags, Haribarmagar, (0 see this jummn,
when his horse’s foot so stuck in the mowd that it conld not be got oute
Bo he made some men dig up the ground so e to extricats the bhotse's
foot, and in =o doing they otme upon n trishul, or Hindoo trident
Digging atill furihor, they fouwnl it was the piumsele of o temple, whish
they aceordingly procoedod to dig up.  Inside the temple they found
the idol Lakshmi Narayn, which, bo it oheorved, is not a sarvid stone in
linman image, but is merely & round sone of o certain shape,

5. Lakshmi Nuzrsyn i the god of gond furtune; and when Sitanm
was, in the manner just described, proclaimed the favorite of the gods,
be was not long in finding adberents  Ho was himsall oy uttse-chri
knoynth (an up-country kayath by easte), pud ever g0 umany up-
cotmtrymen flocked to him,  Ho either received thus; or he previowsly
bad in his eervice u cortain ginnt, s mighty man of valor, neomed
Mennhiothi, from his eleplunting strength ; and this Menubathl was, of
Beeamo the leader of « troop of fighting men.

6. Siterwm, streagthoned by this accession, now planted himsalf
ut the pleoe where Lakslimi Narayi had appeared.  He founded & servis
wihvioh Lusds tothis day inthe teniple of Lakshini Namyn, aod be also built
# lhonkse for himself olose hy,  With the aid of his Httle srmy Lo
oommenoed n owar of aggresion upon the possessors of the Thusua
zeminduri, and having obtaived the eomnindari, fortified himselF i it,
relused to pay ronts 4o the uawab, and lived in magnificence on. the

produoe of his lands.
7= The story T have narmted I esteem to bo a perversion of the

Ertie story (or the more suthentiv lugewd ut loast),  The alleged, grigin
from Hariburnagur weises frome the et that some of his descondanta
being there, it 3s supposed that that wae his home.  The finding of the
burigd templa is alsurd, for the temple (which is allsged fo T the
ariginal cue) is far foo high, and it Has a flat top without any trishal, or
trident, and it besrs;, or bore, an inseription to the offect that Sitarsm
erected it.  For these and other reasone 1 consider the above atory a
mere dilution of the erigined legend, whish Tum now shout to ndate,
and which §s prolably ucthing tnore than aun swbelishment of the
truth:

8. In tig=s part of the country thore were twolve provinces; and
the eujas of thees twolve provinees wors (us was
mticli the custom in those days) mtlier fomie in
sending to the smperor, or his nawnb at Dacon, the revenaes assessed

E

M=+ Atrrwt dery,
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upon them: Sitaram was accordingly deputed by the emperor of
Delhi to “investignte” tho matter by force of arms, anid this duty
he performed with such wffeet that he not oaly turmed the twelve mjas
ont of possession, but nstalled himself a8 lord of their domains. I'he
anwal now demandod from Sitaram the revenues due upon his Innds,
but Sitaram refussl to acknowledge his authority, He lold his lands
from the smperor alone, and to the emperor alime wonld his pay his
ronts. My informants; who were anxious that Bitaram’s justios should
apponr in oll his transactions, declaved by never oleclutely refused to
puy his revenues ; he claimed merely to pay them 10 the emparer, It
woe admitted, however, that he collected a rovenus of o lew lokhs of
rupess, and as o matter of fuot never paid one pice of it to nuy one.

9, Of Bitarnm's history after his soquisition of the zemindary, the
legend has only one form.  The nwwab being
refused his revonues; lovied war against Sitaram ;
It the Intfer, who hud fortifiod homself in Mobammadpor, aod gatlvred
nround him many soldiers and eervants, ohief of whom wore Menahathi
(mentioned before), Dukbiar Khan, Muchm Singh, aud Ghibar Dalan,
was able to hold his own sgainst tho newal’s men.

10. Then the nawnb sont against him s son-in-law, Alu-t-taril,
aud het bind o battle with Sitweom’s men 1 bat aguin
the redoubtable Menalothi wus victorious, having
sliin Abn-t-tarib with o own hoand.

11, So the nawab now snt o mors frrmidable foree ander his
groat gl Binghoran: Shali; and he oame to Blinsnn and established
his eamp there. Profiting by the experienoe of his predecessors. lio
roenlend to got Menahothi into his power first befors mnking an attick.
Watehing for his oppartunity ho ut last captured him us he was passing
the dhol mandir in the morning on his way to do what natives mostly
do in the flells in the morning.  Another weeount says that, ressiving
informution from o epy, ho seorotly erossed the river ot night, and saptuped
Munahatli sleeping at the “lion gate,” which was, as will be presently
deseribed, the entesnes to Sitaeam’s llzit.:ll.lqu.T and slose to the dhol mandis.

12, Menahathi thus mught unarmod wes bownd by his eapturers,

Ay who kept him for seven diys, 'buInhum-h:g hﬁ:u

with eticks and hecking him with swurds,  But

Menulnthi kopt eontinually nbout him a wondroms drug, which was
loried undder the ekin in front of his right shoulder; and its virtue
wits such, that though it could not prevent him fran fouling the {ain

in wvolt.

Expudithma sgudon him
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of the blows, it reudered his body impenotealile by either stick or sword,
Wanried, however, with the continun] ussanlts of his mvengeful suemies,
sml willing ruther to suffor death than o life of such pain, he ut lnst
ronfbseed the secret of the drug, The inlluonce of it could be got rid of
anly by taking him to the haok of the Ram Sagar (n huge tank about
to be described), plicking it out from lis wem, snd thmwing it ioto
the water of the tank. 8o they did, und so Monnhathi died.

18. It iz noarrated that hs head wis sent to the nawab pé
Mocraleduloul, snd that the noswab, seing the
hnge head, snid—*A man like that you should have
brought alive and not killed.” He directed the heud to be taken hack
to Mubnmmndpar, and it was there buried, snd o great tomh rafsed
over it.  The spat marked by the brick foundation of the tomb is still
shown, closs to the north-east eorner of the present buzar.

14, When Situram heard of the capture and doatl of Lis fuithful

Daptury wud douts of generul, he kuew that his time too was come
He acoordingly wiont and surrondered ll.m:lﬂﬂ
ur, more likely, was: carried onptive, to the nawab st Dooos, who locked
him ap in prison.  Ha lingered thove for a Little time, but at Lust, whes
i offiver of the nawab’ came to him and told him thers wies no hope,
und he was sure to be hanged, he sucked poison from s mAng which;
Hannibal-like, he kept against such mnargencies, and w0 he disl.  The
unwish pent for Sitarnm to his durbar, but found that he had placed
himsalf hoyond his power.

15. Thero s somo confusion hore betweon the nawab at Tacen
and the nawab st Moorshedobad, Tt is howsver cxeusable, seaing that
theso evonts occurrwd, ut the very latest, abont 1712 or 1714 (AN, Tisy
than ten years after the trunsfor of the unwab's capital from Dnees to
Moorshedabad.

3, The ontlives of Sitamm's sbory wre griven above § the duteils
which are’ handed down mespecting him attach themselves to various
pests of the rains that are found in Muhammadpur, and will be most
eonveniently related in donnection with them.  (See plate T11.)

17, There is st the luege quadmngle whieh inoloses most of his

buildings within which he kept his solliers, snd

g e within which was his own honse. » It messures
wove than ol o mile in each direction, snd i survonndod on ek’ sidi
with ut excavated diteh,. the enrth of which, theown inwardy, is usad (o
raise the lovel of the quadmngle, and espeaially of the edges of it, leaving

Fis limmis
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ns it ware a ramp round it The ditch on the esstern and sorthern
sides hus gradually filled in, principally through the influenee of the
river; but that oo the western sule ia still full of woter. On the
southiern side the diteh is of much more ample dimensions than an any
other side; hoth it is much hroadey, and it extends westwand far beyond
the western sido of the quadmngle. It forms n fine gheet of water, o mile
long, looking nimost fike u river. By the earth vbtained from these
excavations, und by that obtained from tanks within it2 area, the leval
of almost the whole quadmngle lins been considembly mised—a wark
which in itsell ropresonts an enormous amount of labar.

18, - Tt is to this quoadrangl that the neme Mulwmmadpur ismore

The nanm = Mihamad.  PTOperly applied, for Mulammadpur is not the
o natie of any village or mouzah.  Bagjance is the
name of the mourah within which the ohief buildings are, and the ity
whioh sprung up whon Sitneam mode this bis eapital spread ovir mony
gthers, ns Namyupur an tle vast, and Kanhaynagar snd Shyamnagar on
the west, The namo Mobommadpur therofore extends over all thess Tanids.

19 The origin of the nume s this. At the place whers Sitanum
disired to Toilil his houso, he fonnd that an old Muhonedon fagir, named
Muhummud Khan, had sstallished himselt Him Sitarnn desired
to leave tho place, nt hie deolured that he would not,—lis would sooner
be killed, However, on baing pressed, he consented to go, provided
his name wore loft as the name of the place; aud thereform: Bitaram
gneq hia pow oity the nume of Mubammudpur,

20, The chiel entrance to within the quadrangls s, and prolahly
wi, at the sonth-cast corner.  Stationing ourselves hero, wo se, looking
northwand, the kigh and browd mmp upon which stood the buzar, nnd
nb the southern ond of which, olose to where we stand, is the more
mesgrs bazar of the present duy. Looking westward, we Took plong
the river-like sheet of water which I huve deseribed s forming the
wouthern side of the quadrmngle; wnd looking southwird, we see,

Just outside the boundary of the gquadrean

e Mz S, Bitaram's great tank, 111::.1-:iIr Ttam Su.gn: i
oo 170 yonrs olil, it s still the noblest rosrvoir of water in the district,
Tts dres T woulll estimato by sight at 430 or 500 yands from north to
sonth, and 150 to 200 yards from st to west ; and it sontains raraly liss
thitn 15 to 20 feet of water. [t is the greatest single work that Sitarsm
T left bolind him—the only one to which he Limself uttaeliod lis GWT
nume * Ham." '
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2L A tauk liko this has, of conrse, its place in the lsgends current
il of vt in the loeality, and gue episode connevtod with if,

tho death of Meoahathi; we bave already related.
Another story acounts for the making of the tank thna

Theeo wus 8 womman—i widow—who lived close to whers the tank
1w i, il ahie hacd o boy whoss nasie was Site.  Ono day she wis oulling
for her boy by his name, * Sita, Sita,” when Sitaram, who happened to
bo passing by, stoppod up, nnid pretanding to take the eall for himsealf,
askod the womsn what she wanted with him; she of eourse explained
that she was only ealling for her son

22, Now, Situram hnd' ono romnrkable characturistio,~wlinraver
hidilen freasurs was, there his gonl fortune perpotuslly led him to
fiml i, Pointing therefore to a lan tree which overhung the widow's

honse, and under which his good spirit whisperod to lim thot treasure
wits buvied, ho askod the widow for how muael she would sell it to*
hitn, She said, “ You ure the mjn of the plas, you may take it st
onee.”  After p little resistunce upon both sides; he ot length said
b would teke tho tree” and would do for her in  return Imrﬂ.li:llg
whs would Like to have done.  She replied aho wis badly off for watar—
wonld he dig & well for her?

23, 8o lie took the tree, nnd digging at the foot of it found the:
brogaire thot wae there buried, 1o handed it fo Menahathi, who was

Jetanding by, and said o him,—*Tnks this tressure, and with it dig
o tunk ns long aa the flight of an arrow.” The giant Menshaths
placed himsell where the worth end of the tank now is, end drew
his bow to shoot his arrow southwanl. The arrow sped awsy sod
lightod p thousand yurds off, in the village of Naihati.

24. For such a display of strength Sitaram himself was nob
prepared ;. and as to out the funk o ling the vilinge of Naihati would
itsolf have been dug away, and with it some bmboming lands which it
mcluded. he did not dig it so for, hut restricted it to its presont length.

2. The story, perhaps, s one which has guthered round an
seonant of the widow’s lands which Sitarsm ont away, and the bruluming’
Tinds whioh he did not.

26. A quarter of & mile to the west of this, und just outside the
quudrangle, is another tank of Bitaraw’a Tt is
ud one of unoenal dimeusions, In the middls
of it 18 an islond on which was ones & howse; und this was & sort of
summer retroat of Sitaram’s—a place where, in the hot woather, be used

“Thie Bkl Sagar,
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to coms to seck the breezes blowing over the wids plain from the south
From this circumstance he named the tank the Sukl Sigar, *the
luke of plessure.”

47. Going northward from the Ram Sagar, slong the eastern

o ramp of th.ﬂ qu.ut!rmq.ﬁu. wi nr pessing mlong
whut was Sitaram's bazar, the rump being made
high and wide expressly for its secommodation. By “ bagar” T rofor
to the purely trading part of the town; for, with the excoption of it.
Bitarmu apparently did not pormil any but his own dependants to live
within the quadeangle. The ariifieers, for exsuple, all dwslt outside,
on the east.  The harlots wore nn axeeption ; their (uarter was inside,
worr {ho nnddle of the enstern omp, from which point s voad Tends
off into the middle of the quadrangle, where Bitarnm's baildings are
akmost all sggregated.

28, At the corner of this rond we find the mmins of n brick-built

_ honse, which is said to hove been the old Kammgo
FeNueg coieenry: enteherry attached to the zémindari.

2.  Proveeding along the road westwmrd, towands the oentrs of the
quadrngli. wo pass botween two tanks, now both decayed and hesomo
jungly mardhes,  The southern one is ealled the Padma or “lotus
pink,” and the northiern one, the Chuntor * lime tonk,” beonnse Sitarmn

u-::n.n-d thare the Line which he used in orecting his buildings.

40, After prssing these we onter the eentml space which vontaiis
the mins of Sitaram's geestnes. The firg
budlding we come aoross i howover, nol one of

_ Bitarmm's, It i= the temple of the idol HRemchandem, whicl was
© preoted about the year 1800 by the Nattore raja, whos family had
obtained the zomindari after it passed ont of Sitwmm’s hands, 1t is n
two-storiod building, the upper story being smaller in sxtent than the
Tower, and each story having an arohed verandal in front. Tl building,
whish is still in good onder, contnine nothing vemarkable. It was
endowed with eertain rent-free lands, which melided the jolkar of the
Ram Sagar, but its evidowments wore rosumed by Government.. The
seryives g still onrried on from e profits of these Tawls, and s tuatgred
by the swme povson who looks after the services in Sitamm’s old
hﬂqll'l‘w '

{ The building just deseribed is on the south of the road, nod
on the noeth side, in front of i, is an Ot wpToe,
i which i the *dhol manilir” that is, the place

Yl il
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where drums aro beat at the poojah of the full moon of Falgeon [the
dhol jutére), Thisis u building of Sitwmm’s time, snd it i still in
ool onler, the pluster work being ocmsianally ropaired.  The form of
the building is that of n magnifiod sentry-box,—a pointed arched waf,
supparted gpon four eolunins placed square, these again elovated upon
u pedestal of thres tiers.
#2.  Next we pass betwoen two Inildiogs, the * punyaghar' on the
north, sl the catcherry of pergunnah Nuldi on
Hatodd Mgk the south. These do oot date from Sitaram's
time, being buildings (now ruined) which belonged to the zemindari of
pergummah. Nuldi, when ite collections were mude here, as they were
ap till thirty vears sinve,

33, The next building is one which extends some littls distanos

Hitars's sichirry and 10 the north of the road we nre passing along.
Juil, The part of it neurest the rond was the eulehorry
whers Sitaram wade lis wollootions and kept his gemindari socounts.
The long extension northwanl was his juil—the place whera he wsed to
vonfine, ** during plessure,” those ryots who did not or could not pay up
the demands an thom  OF the cutchorry, the * Chakls,” ua it is called
(sigmifying u vatoherry for o eircle of pergunnahs), the walls nre still
standing ; but of the jail it is possible only to traoe the lines.

34, Along the western side of this eutcherry and jail-khans
extends o tank, ot the further side of whick ame
thi rnina of Sitaram's own house.  The tank runs
np olose to thoe honse, and a wall, the foundations of which are
atill easily. tracenlls, ran round the tauk on the east and north sidds,
enclising it o us to be within Sitaram’s private enclosure.  This tank
waa nsed u8 o tressure-room. The wealth that Sitaram- acoumulated
wits thrown in lhere until it wos wantod. Tt is eaid thet grest wealth
oven aow romains buried at the bottam of the tuak, Deneath the grassy
jungle which now fills it: and in modern days evidance of this woalth
hns beon found. Tu 12485 (1541) one Ram Krishos  Chokravarti, eook
of the naib of Naldi, was lucky enoogh to find o bex confaining
00 goltdmolngrs, which he sold at Re 20 a-pivce; nnd alout 1861,
quite recently, w boy of the teli wste found i the tank n goti (howes
goblet) full of nipeos.

35, The Naml baboos, who for sonie time sl possessiom of the
temple lands {(dobuttar) st Mubsmmadpar, made diligent sarch in
the tank to find nny stowy trossure which might be in it.  They tried

The tremssr=—tank.
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to pump out the witer, but thero dwells o genius i the tank who
frustruted their impious offorts. Tvery night the water rose as much
ma it had gone down by the pumping during the day, and they liad
to give up. Another tank, which is close to these contral buildings,
nnd which hus also the reputation of contaiving mueh treasars, was
similarly unsuecessfully ssarched by the same zemindars. T is not
improbable that wealth still remuins buried in thess tanks, though,
no doubt, by far the grester port of their contents was carmed off
whon Sitarnm was captured.

36. Bitwrmm's own house is unapproachable for the density of
the jungle, which has heen allowsd to spread over
almost the whole quadranglo. T osunot there=
furn say whot sort of structure it was, exoept that it was of brick and.
that it had a tower. ]

a7, The roud, immedintely after passing in front of the Chakla

L g " outcherry, pussos unidor tho “Tion gate” (dngh

darwaza), which admitted to Bitarsni’s gmivate

‘huildings.  This gate wns oneo a lage structore, but now only the arch

of it remains. The top of the arch is in the shape of vne-half of & dome,
the hallow side foing cutwands

38.. Adjoining this gate on the north, and therefure olose to the

o e outoherry house, is the “ punysghar,” that is,

) the place where the first collsetions of tlis your

were mnde—a half-roligious ceremony performed sbout Asssr (June-

July) in each year at the principul collecting pluce of the zemindari.
This punyaghar is now nothiug bat p mass of jungle and lricks.

#9.  When we enter the * lion gate,”" we find ourselves in o litile
portyand, with three buildings, one on sl side,
oot much larger than ordinsry natives' s, hut
built of hrick. That facing ws i the malkhana, or tronsire yoom of
Bitwram, and that on our loft side is the gusrd-hous. Tlews two
huildings wers nsed for these purposes by the mjns of Nattore, when.
ofter Bitmum's time, they obtained the zemindari. Whan, howaver,
their zgemindari of Naldi was sold up (abous 1800), the prrchasers
faroibly expelled thi Nuttors people from thess houses, and thay, ohligud
to ereet & treascre-roony for theniselves, built the littls one on the right
hand side. ALl thees am now 10 mins

40, Just sonth of the trommre-louss thowe ik o small gritsway
coming down from Sitaran's time, througli which we s into a sl

Slarmm's lurnae

Trosssrp-ramm
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courtyard ut the back of the tressurs-houss, The Vuilding which hers
faoes us on the west is & common Shib mandir
tplace of worship of Shiba), ercoted by the
Nattore rajas. It i= much in the shape of & vative Lut, with its bent
roof and veraudah in front, opening outward by three wrehes. The
plaster aver the brick-work is soulptured, but much of it has fallen off

4l. Facing us, on the north; aud built on the bank of the tank of

S I— the treasure, which lies oluse to usin this direction,
is the smullest pid the oldest of Sitaram’s three
temples. In shapo it resembles the newer structure just desoribed—a
masonry erection in the shape and size of a native hut, with a verandah
in front.  Thearches opening out of the verandah have, howover, fallon
down, and an attempt has been muds to repair it by masanry of suoh
barbarinn style that it wonld disgraoe n cow-house. The deity wors
shipped here is o smallidol, and is called Dasabhujd, *fhe ten-armed,”
nn epithet of the goddess Kali, The templs once bor an inseription,
which has wither besu stalén, or, more likely, liss among the débris of
the broken arches. The insoription, which was in Sansorit, ran thos =—
Mali,bhuja,rass Jeshnoni shaks  Dasahling,flayam
Akdrd Bhri Bitdrfma,riyens mandirsm.

“In the year of the era called Shak, sarth-prms-tastes-oarth, this
temple, the abode of Dasabhujf, was built by Sitaram Ray."

42, The date here requires some sxplanastion. The Shak ern is a

sort of formal or saered s, and the year 1 Shok

e bogan 78 AD, The date in given in o sart of

enigmationl manner, by the words *earth-nrms-tastes-carth," and the
plan of the enigma will be seen from the explanation :—

“Earth” stands for one, for thers is only one sarth.

“Arms" moang tws, for evory one has fis arms.

* Tostos."—Hindoos enumarato six tastos : Ly are pungent, sour,
saline, bitter, acid, mnd sweat. '

W Earth," s above, mprosants o,

“The dato is therefors | snd 2 and 6 and 1: or. as wo write i
with tho largest denconnotion frsl, 1621,

This year began in April 1699,

43, Pusing on in the same diroction westwanl, past the Shib
mandir just desoribed, and another smaller one,
also of the Nittore rajan, elo=s to it, we find one-
selves in guother courtyard. On the west and sonth sides it in elised by

Ehil mmndir,

Toahakbana,
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the “toshakhans,” wlong shed, fronted with arches, in which in Bitarmm's
time all the vessels were kopt which had anything to do with the templs
sarvioe, and probably profuna vessels also, This ercotion 18 in ruins,

44. Thia court is separated from the treasure-tank, an whoss siuth

Tunpls  of Lashmi 8 we still aro (for all these smaller huildings are
Naryn clese together), by the temple of Lakshmi Namyn.
It {s an ootagonal structure with two stories, having a flat roof, and
hias no pretensions to architesturnl form or beauty. In the upper story
the god reposos at night, and for the day he is hronght down to the
lower story, where he remaing upon s couch. In front of him, aud upon
the sxme eouch, are two littls idols of three or four mckes high, Gobind
and Lakshmi, who are probisbly his attendents.  Whaen I sew the temple,
I saw placed in front of the eouch somo gaily-decked vessele containing
food nnd other offerings ; for tho servies af thess tomples is still kept up.

45, It is agresd by everybody {hat Talkslom: Narayn (which, as

1 hawe saiid, nppears to the profans eve very like

EoR ol A iy m, ordinory 'l.]'.:l'.l]:lli-ﬂ]]l'l.'{'}ﬁ‘] I;tnntt'l wns found by
Sitarnm under ground.  Oue logend of the findmg of the stone, temple
and all, T hove alveady unrrated.  Another relotes thet Sitamm, whm
ons morning he went out to perform among the bushes matutinal
functions, saw nud picked up the stone.  Ha bronght it to the pundita;
and they told him thut it had all the marks of Lakshmi Nurayn, and
ho therefore erected to it the templs wo now sea, Another story says
that Lakshmi Narayn himself revealed to Sitarmn in a vision where the
“Narayn" was to bo found, sod that, going to the place indicated, ha
extravtad from ths earth the bured god.

48, There wos a dedicatory stone upon thistemple, which has heen
either stolen or lost. The inseription on it (which wns firnished to me, like-
that of the Dasabhiajé, by the saperintendant of the temples,) ran thus:—

Lakshmimarfiyanasthityal  tark.ikehirmse b shake,
Nirmitum pitri puny frthom  Sitdrdmens  mandimm,

4 For the shode of Lakshmi Nureyn, in-the yoar of Shak Logic-
aye-toste-sarth; this temple wns built by Sitaram for the sake of tlie
beutitude of his father."

The date is thus read «—

“Logie."—There ure =iz syslems of login.

“ Eye."—Eyos always go by fuos,

* Taste."—As explained befors, thore are m= tastes
* Earth."—As shewn above, stands for ome,
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Randing this with the Jast Agure, the thousands first, a8 we do in
English, we have the dats 1626 of the Shak ers, which commenced in
April 1704.

47. Tt was of cowrse solely through the influence of Lakshmi

Iefiwonis §f Lakehwi  Dvarayn that Bitamm enjoyed all his prosperity,
and that Mubammadpur rose to s a great gity.
Mulinmmadpur lins beon sinee 18346 a scens of desolation, snd inbelisyers
might attribute it to Lakshwi Narayn's waning influence éver humin
affsirs. But this is not the ease, and the faithful can secount for the whale
thing. The Lakshmi Narayn who is now worshipped st Mubsmmadpur
is not, they say, the Simon Pure. When the Naral family had posses—
sion of the sarvics lands, several years ago, they stole nway the original
image, and, substituting o false one, set np the real one st Naral,
I'he matural consequence followed nt once. A plague broke out that
disolated Muhsmmadpur, and prosperity followed the Nural family,
whose lands, extending wnd estending, vow form one of the largest
estates in Bengal

48, Pussing the Lnkshmi Narayn temple, we find ourselves close to
Bitaram's liouss, whish, as wa said before, is inaccessible through jungle.

49, T have now desoribed ull the buildings within the quadrangie,
the romaing of whisl, muore or less complete, am
still to be seen. The rest of the quudmngle s
for the most part wasto und jungly ; but the many bricks scettered uil
over it, and the mounds which one sees in svery divection, show that it
was onoe covered with buildings, probably thoss of Sitaram’s retainers,

50, Besidis the poojah in Falgoon which I have mentioned in

conmection  with the dhol mondir, thore was

s aniothar great poojah which was established in thia
place by Sitaram. nomely, the mth jitrs. Pasing alung the embank-
ment on the innsr &ide of the rver-like trench, which, ps T have said,
forms the sotuthern boundary of the quadrangle and extends far beyond
it, thare wns & road which i# still in very fair order. The “rth" was
kept on it, near the bazar end, and on the rath jites day Lakshmi
Narayn was brought from Sifaram’s house, and Krishna and Balaram
from their temples in Ksnhaynagar (which T am just shout to
describe), and laid spon the *“rath,” which was wheoled sway to. the
wostarn end of the rond, staid the customary nine days, snd was thes
it back. A recent lswsuit about the templo lands has caused the
“rmth" to fall into disrepair, and for some eight years this annual poojah

(iher runnine
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hos not taken place. Bt the suit is denided, and the * rath" will no doubt
be shortly rebuiit, and the gods will have their annudl ontings ss bofore.

61 When we pass slong this southern trencly, beyond the Hmits

Tomple of Keukow, OF the quadimngle, wo find the villsge Kanhay-
{ Blata ungur, which lies west of the quadrungle. Buriml
umid its trees and houses is o square of temples huilt by Sitarsm, one
of them baing fhe Auest building of the sort in the distrint,

52, This building—a templo to Krishne—is that on the west sida
of the aquare, and therefore fronting east. 1t ie & sguure huilding, with
a tower surmonnted by o pointed dome rising out of fhe midille of
it. This tower is as high sagain ss the building, and is oo o
moroly of the cupola and tho pointed srches which suppert it. The
frout of the temple shews n fave gradually rising from the sides to
the middle, and flanked by two towers which rise rather higher
than the roof. The towera to the front present a faos shewing thres
nrehes of the pointed forw, one above the other, supporting » pointed
dome.

53. Tho top of the frant fuce i, ne T have said, in the form of
the are of 5 cirele—higher in the mwiddle then at
the sides. Beneath tho top line, and parullel
~ with it, two bands of ornamental tracery are carrind across the fase,

nud botween them u series of little soulptured wqnares, perhaps abotit

twenty in all.  The top line is also iteelf omamented, and, with the
two bands notived, pcoupies aliout & quarter of the height of the front

Bimoath these the face is divided into five equally brosd portions.

The two outer parts contain each three perpendivulur bends of ormi-

mental trocery, with two Lines of lttle sulptured wpuares bebween
them. The other throe parts eontsin doorways, of which the centre
- ono s higher than tho other two. In outline they s of the poiuted
arch form; but, instend of having their sides simple lines, they wre
- waved oo s to bo o succession of semi-vireden,  Above pach of the
doorways 5 4 lwrge square, of equal breadth with the doerway,
containing & dovico which ot frst sight looks remarkably like

“the lion and the unicorn fighting for the erewn,” Tt is, howerer,

mtended fo reprosant two Hons sapporting s cholie, The spces
betwoen the sides of the arches nnd the squares whove the dourways are
also ornamented. '

t. The wholo face of the builling therefors, and pertly also
of the towars, is one musa of tracery and figured ormament. The

I ermrenentnbion,
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soulptured squares, as I have colled them, of whinh there must be
sbout fifty on this front faes, represent ewch au episods in Krishna's
lifo. The Sgures in them, as well ns all the mat of the ornument, are

dons in relief on the brick-work of the building, the bricks buing.

soulptured oither bofors or ufter huming: The Hgures are very wall

done, and the tracery is all perfectly regulur, having none of the:
slip-shod style which too often clirnctorizes native art in thess distriets.

<55, The sides of the building present much the same appearauee
as tho front; but, instead of thres dsorways and two spaces, they havs
five doorways. Within the doorways, both in front and at the aides, is
a verandall, and the entrmnee to the templo is from thin verandab, the
image of Krislna being inside. Tho whole temple fs rojsed oy a

pedestal, whose Hoor is some three fect alove the sail; nnd tampls, -

podistal, and all, are still in very good onder, thongh signs of decay are
shawing themsulyee,
66 On the top of the lowest arch of the townr, on your left

g elone, twelve or eightesn inches in dizmetor, is
It into the fice of the brick-wark. It bears the dedicatory inseription
written in the Sauskeit Inogunge, with Bengali lotters, ‘which, though
fairly formed, are somowhat huddled together, and are not vary ensily
read.  The insription, which is written in four lines of Prakeiti metrs,
in as follaws. Tt is more elabomite than the other inseriptions of Sitars,
sud while T arrange it in tho seme lines in which it appesrs fu the
original, T mark the metrié lines by u linear stop :

Didus dwandw,dngn, chiandre
pariganitashake Krishna tosh, -
bhiidshi—srimad, biswdan, hligsh o-

dblube kule kumale  bldsako bhinu,-
tulyah—ajusram  sonda,yukto  ruokiram-
chibwre Krishna,gehnm  vichitram—eri sitd,
rinuriyo  Yadupatinagare
bhaktimbn, utensarij.

T the yeur of Shak, eounted by arrow-pair-limb-moon, desirous
of gratifying Krishnn, Sitaram Ray, who is like a resplendont sun
on the lotus of the family, to which attaches the great name of Birwan
(that is, who eusts u lustre oo the great Diswas family, to which
Bitaram bélonged, us the sun casta a lustre on the Iotns), eroctod fn
his dovotion this wplendid house of Krishna, within Yodupatinagar,

gido aa you fore the Luilding, a stall roumd
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a city filled with inmnumerable mausions, and [so beautiful that i}
depriven of besuty bt whioh is heautifiL® |
Yadupati and Kanhaya are both synonyms for Krishon ; Yadu-
patinagar is woconlingly mmle, for metrical riessons, b0 do serviee for
Kanhaynagas, the name of the village within which this tam
is situnted. Bitarum apparently considered that the many buildings
whigh he bad erected within his quedrangle wers within the limits
of the village Kanhsynagar, and therefors refers th the village as
" filled with innumerable mansiona "
The dote remains to be explaimed ;—
“ Arrow" refers to the fire arrows of Cupid.
* Puir” of course stands for faco,
“ Limb,"—The Hindoos enumerate si= limbs.
“Moon" of vourse there is anly one moon.
The year therefors is 1625 Shak, which bagan in April 1708
67. The building which looks into the same square, fasing south-
ward, is a temple of Balaram. It bms no arohi-
TR ISR factural. protensions, being in the shape of two
native huts placed alongside eadh other; the Front one being a verandal
opening in front with three arches, and the ons farther bnek being the
abode of Baluram,
68. The building on the cast side of the square, sud fasing weat,
Pt ki is o much finer one thmﬂmlm_h though not teurly
0 good us the temple of Krishon, [Its frontage
shows three doors, the eontrw one being higher than the ather two, and
ull bemng of the pointed arch shape. They sre ench surmounted hy
squarg containing, in relief, the same doviee which we saw in the flnar
sknicture, namely, two lions sod a onp.  The top of thia building i= in
thres domes, all of the pointed form, and finished off with pinmanles,
and the eentral dome i higher than the twa gide ones ; it is both higher
m position. (na the frontage of the building rises towards the centre)
and it is lorger in form.  Batween the doors, and soross tha top of the
face, them is n good deal of tracery-work exeouted in reliel in he
brivk-work. |
68,  An octagonal huilding eloses the sypuwe on tho south, 1t was
the place for keoping the vessels which belonged to the servien of ths
idols. It is said they were very flue vessaly onoe upon o time ; but some
one of the zemindars who had control over them eonsidersd he sonhd
make them mors useful in his own servies and stole thom wway.
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60, Of thoss buildings, which wre ull Sitarnm's, the three-domed
templo is nlmost torn asunder by the luxurinot peapal trees that have:
found ot in it ; but the rest, thougl they sffer o little from this couse,
ara still in fair omler.  Their fall, however, is & mere matter of tem
or thres decades; disintegration is going on however slowly, and T had
& ourions example of it

6l. For while I was within the square, sud wis striving to make

ot the inseription, 1 suddonly felt giddy aod saw
L gomns of the lime begin to stream down ons of the
erucks in the lues of the temple, The trees bogan to wave & Liftle back-
wands und forwards, until the group of nutives who were with me began
mutlering to esch ofher thet it wos an earthguoke. This led to our
talking abont earthquakes, and as I expressod my ignorance of their
eauss, u little bralimin boy, who seemed very intellijent, and was
cortainly looked up to by his wompanions, begnn with great ournestnos
to explain their true theory.

62, Itappears that the-warld issupported on the head of nserpent,
whe, in his turn, rests upon a tortoise. Now, this
- serpent has many heads—a thousand af Jeast—
and after n littls time ho naturally begins to huve n heidoche in that
Tiend whioh i= supporting the world. Herelisves himzelf by transforring
the weight from the sore heal to the nest one, mnd it is the motion of
traneformee  thet catuses the earthquake. Now, it is not the meterial
woight of tho earth that wenries the serpent, but it is the weight
of the sin on it. In the good duys of old it took s long tims—
twelve yewrs and more—to run up the smount of fin necessary to
produce & beadache.  But in thess degensrate days a year or two
euffioes, nndd earthquakes wre honoo of more frequent ocenrrence than
they were of olil.

63, T msked, if the sarpent rosted on the torteiss, on what did
tho tortoise rest, nnd was told that it rested on nothing. 8o I said
that the agency of the tortoise and tho serpent ssemed to me somewhat
superfluons, sineo il the tortaise could rest npon nothing, the sarth
might eyually ret upon nothing. But the little bralmin boy's
philosophy was doeper than that it should fail before sa obvious an
argument, aud I was told that the earth, being material, conid not rest on
nothing, ‘but the tortoise is an evetar, apd stocl therefore in nesd
of no support. My unbelioving objestions wers silonced, and 1
uooopted the revelution.

Findties thawirsr,
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f4. Apparently a curious error hes arisen smong soms of tha
il thwnllers jn the pluce, for they talk of the templd
of Krishna au the temple of Harkrishna, By that
name [ heand it almost plwuys called, bhut the insmription plainly shiws
it is a temple to Krishna 1 think it possible the mistsks mey be
derived from an jgnoruut reading of one part of the inveription—
mchim,ru-
ohihore Krishna
Some have read “ruchira ruchi’” ps & éort of reduplication of the same
word, und et the “ hure'* to be tacked on to “ Krishna” Certainly the
mam who read it to me made that mistake,
An adjnoent village s called Huckrishnapur: no doubt from: this
mistako,
65, A littls to the west of the village of Kanhaynogar is another
S Adrm Sages of Sitaram’s large tanks, the Krishon Sagar (or
~\inili lake), =0 named from the pod of the temple.
This tark is o fine large one, about half the size sarh way of the Ram
Bagar, snd it s still in good condition.  This probably results from a
peouliarity of construction, which might ba with advantags copied in
muking tanks in the presont doy. The excavated sarth is onrried ten
gr twenty yards back from the edge of the exesvation, so thot there is
& Jargn wide berme between,
66, Of Sitornm’s thers remunins nuthing else to deseriba at Miihnm-
madpur; but in the eivinity there are some otlier
Bledisaln sthemplasss.  vonvinin stiebuted th him, vié. a8 Hariharnagar
on the other side of the river, st Surjyakundn near Mubsmmadpur, and
at Shyumganj, a village a little distance off, on the road to Magursh.
In each of these places he built a summor-honuss and dug g tank, wd
it is the roonaine of thess thit are to be seen. At Dhighalis also, which
is somo distance off, near Lakehmipases, some enoctiong of his ars pointed
out; but I have not visited thut place, and eaunot desorile thm. The
people thero say that Sitaram retired there oue time whey the pursmit
of e nnwah lisonmes too hot.
67. When Sitaram was eaptuend, his estatos were oll taken from

Stors «f Sitaram’s won him, and they were mads over to the Hajshabyo

family nnd formed part of the great Rajahuhye
estato. He had, howevet, n son named Prem Narsyn Ray, who lived

m the Surjyakunda house, but was very poor. R0 he nndo & wish to
God that he might get something, and God appearsd lo him in a
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thream: and told him he would find somisthing in the tank, and whatever
ho first touched that he should get. Whan he want to the edge of the
tunk, there rose to the surfiee two things,—a golden basin and a large jar
full of rupees. His fato was that he touch the buain flrst, nnd s he gob
it, whila the richer treasure sank out of sight,

68, Sitaram’s posterity foll into obsourity, but they were recog-
nized by, and roceivod n pansion from the Naldi zemindars, who, like
thony, were up-country Kayaths, I'wo persons now living, Adu Ghose
of Mihammadpur and Gurndial Glhose of Hardharnagar, have some
conection with the family,

[Nare~la Shrmart’s Wistery of Bomgal 5o scovont §e given oo thie 3 jsiman paint of

eiow of il Siaran Ray, 1t b 0 this sffiel: Siseam yean

_Fﬁ*&ﬂ“ Secomid o pofmactory pemindar, whi kept o his pay & band | 6F sobibiors snd |

mad o plamdes the ooty wronwl.  Abw Tarsh, the fojdoe of

Hlarseza, draizing 1o extirpate this mobber haod, and belng wandle b3 grl any sssistamse from dhe

swah, egpaped sn Afghon offeer, Pir Bbun, sod sl him sith & fores of S0 mon (o sitadk

Bilwmoi. 0w ikl Bisrse withdeow g eoolber pant of i rewitry, where hls follwos
ksrppemad fo oome o the fuidar sl Rilled Rin,

-Thié Abu Thrub wes of illwstcious family, and ihe mawsh, sfrald uf eving Iacnsend i
limplnsamra of the suprrr by peomitting his danch, sent o lange fores, whilid efveind (L R T
of Sitarznt, lils women aml childese, aod bis bund o wobless, They weee scnl T frme i
Mierabiisdubmd, whery Stbarw und the mobbers wors ngmlod aliee, mid the women sl kil
gole] i almres,

Thie seovunt, T proseme, bs takess puetly From iho verdin s nawab humsself wrmis o wrles
ke rrpreacsh ks movm eibedned Bovemalily W thor omprrcs 10 b probuhily quite se Fue From (e rulh
in fla diproctution of Siinrem e e legends of Mabsmmudpys gen sy Gs glorillentlen, The
tanks wnid temphis md mim ot Molammesdpar wark b sxisenm of ewmething mors ik
mews robise eliinf. nold comaint fir lithor with the Tiem! Togoniels ihne il thi Malurmedss somomt.
As Ty e tmpaling; sdustiing wren ite truth, sidll iv was Hide s than e panisbmom wlhicl
thist purtinlar wawab untinsrily inflictal on semindurs who bad (e Is srrvse with it mids,}

VI —Ruine af Mirzanagar (Trimehini)—The Fanjdar of Jowsore—

A.D. 1700,
Hatr n mile from Trimohini, slong the rond which now conneotss
s o ‘that place with Keshabpur, wo puss the remains

still in sofficiently good state of preservating,
of an old brick building which in the vicinity goos by the name of the
Nownb-hari, or * gawab's houss,”

2, The huilding is composed of fwo square conrtyards soparnted
by a high wall; and on the north of the northurn one, and on the sonth
of the southern ang, there aro similar high walls, On the easturn side
of both thie squares is a double row of Little arched dwellings, which
seetn. mather to be built in the inside of a massive wall than to be

G
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constructed with refurence to convenience of dwilling. Thoss worn
sppareutly the retainens' houses, and the only entrance to the court-yards
15 through them.

8. On the westorn side of the northern square is i thres-domed
structure, which was the residence proper. 'The muasonry is dilapidated,
but the domed mof still reming. In front of this, and within the
courtyard, is a large musonry reservoir, which is said to have bean a
bath. The witer was brought in by being pumped over the top of
what T'haye termed the mtainers’ houses, and coulil be discharged hy a
subterrmnsan channel.  Ths souree of the water was the river Bhadra,
which, though now olosed, was at the time when thess buildings were
oooipied o lowing river, and flowed close beside,

4. The southermn courtywrd shews only s fow Mussulman tombs,
snd there are some tombs outside the building nlss.

5. About o mile dio south of this is what is called the Kilau-

Sk bari, or “fort." Tt is a large nren mised some elzht

or ten feot by earth excavated, in all probability,

from w long and wido trench called the Motl Jhil, which Dounds it on

the south. This raised wrea was ot one time, it is eaid, sareounded by

u wall, but of that no trmoes now remain,  Tts longth is cast and west,
and the principal entrance to it wes npon the east.,

6. The entrance appears to have been fortified, for there tsed to
be three eannon lying here. Two of then were
taken away by Mr Beonfort, whim he was

mngistrate (1554) ; and nocording to the inhabitants, one of these was
oonverted into fittors for prisoners and the other used as o roller on the
ronde. A native gontleman ot Jessore, however, toll me that he had
purchmsed one of them for Ra. 3, and conld, if T liked, lot me have it.
The third gun is still lying in & feld dlose by. Thare is, aoconding to
«the natives, some magic power in it which makes it refise to e moved.
Three hundred conviots and one elephant were af one time tried, but
failed to raise it from its place, Hum.l:hnuldthinkghu-n strong
termn wnd o stout bamboo would overcome the magio of its inertin. Tt in
an iron gun, about five feet long, snd composed of thres or four
poneentric lnyers of metal

7. Ulose outside the entrance in a low range of hrick-built dark

o ey uhnmbu'n.uidtuhufnimthuprhm-hnm Twa
of the chambers have small walls in them, and on
the outside of the building there is u large aud desp well. Into these,
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it s suid, malofoctors were anst, and the inside waa smoothly plastered
ovar, so that there might be uo chanee of the victims climbing up.

8, COlase to the Trimohini bazar is what is probably nother

o part of the same set of buildings—the immbéras,

Pl i, ar “praying plice”” 1t is doubtful if it was aver
A roofad structure.  The simplest form of imimbéra is o wall—usully
of # certiin oroamental strugure—before which Mussulmans stand
furing westward to make their payers. This baimbém wis probably
» wall of that sort, and had likely & platform upon which the worshippoms
might stand. There is not any tmee of auything more than this,
and the wall itself is in o tumble-down condition. The whole is raised
on the top of su artifidal mound.

0, It is plain that this place was the residence of somo man who
had a military foroe; and the local teadition is.
that it was some nawab of Moomshednbad who
vecasionally stayed hore, That was all T could Snd out, snd T'could
oot find any trce of & name, sxeepl of one Kishor Khun | and of him
the poople know nothing, except that he was a dreadful oppressor, aud
tlut they contwot him in some wiy with the ruined buildings.

10, 8o mueh T would hoave written bl T derived my mformation
only from the local tradition: but 1 have besn
fortunate enough to comv nooss some  further
infirmation, which will shew distinetly what the ruins I have deseribed
are the remains of.

1. The place wherm these mmains are found is the village of
Mirsansgar, Trimohini being the namo of n modern suburb which bus
outgrown the old villuge; for Micenagar is n small enough village
now, thongh & eollector, writing in 1815 (0. 28-4-15), numes it as one
wl the throee largest towns in the district.

12, T fiwl that in 1708 two persons, named Hidaynt-ullab and
Ralifaut-ullah, sl s pitition to the sollsator to this siliot:—

“ Nur-ullah Khar, onr grost grandfather, wos foster-hrother of
Aurangiib. (emperor of India), and was by bim sppeinted nawah
narim of Dengal. e took up his residence in Miranagar, the seat
of sams former nazime, s susesasar wos Mir Khalil, who dles Tiad
the chiof command as nneim, He had two sons, Daim-ullah and
Kaim-ullah, but as they wern mmors they wore excluded from the
nawahship, whersapon they quarrelled and killed ench othor.  Then
Suju Khan was sppointed pawab, and b set up his throos at

9192

Lowal tradition.

Trun aiory.
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Mocrshodubad, whither, by exprss onder of the emperar, wo wors ot
far.  Nuthing, however, was done for ng, ond being left destituto
we ntumned to Mivcanagar end sdld all we had. W are now cighty
yoars old, and up till now have heen supiported Ty the raja who got his
womindari from our great-grandfathor. But he in now ruined, and
Wi can look ouly to yon, Like Joseph, prople are now in o wall snd
now on o throne,"

13. At the collsetor's resimmendation the Governmient, on the
faith of the wollostor's statinents us to the relinbility of the potition,
granted Hidayat snd Relmat s pension of Re 100 each. But hofors
the grant was moade, Providenes," to use the plous words of s
vollagtor, *“hod bean pleased to dispose of poo of them,"” and th oiliip
died four years after. (0.12-6-08. 6. 11-7-98. (1, 24.7-08 + 8-0.02,)

14, Whesther the two old man honestly beliovad what they wrote,
¥ can't say 5 but their statement of theis linonge wis far from oorreet,
It is true that Auwrangifh onee mado his foster-brothes nuwab of
Bongal ; but that man’s nome wae tiot Nurullnh, but Fidai Khan,
and his dute was 167778, W find, however, that in 106, whils
Aurmngiih was sill emporor, b Hindoo zemindar, Sabha Singh, and
ne Afphan  chief, Rahim Khan, organized a petty rebellion and
plundereil the districts of Burdwan, Hooglly, und Mocrshelabod; gnd
thet the nawnb, who wes then resident pt Do, ordered Nureullah, i
fawjidur (or- military commiandant) of Jimsare, to subdus tha mebelling,
Nur-ullah, taking o port of bis foree, which mmonnted to 3,000 Heiree,
marelied to Hooghly, imd ho shut Timulf up there when the robols
oamo 10 meet Him. Thoy sttacked Hooghly, and Nur-ullah esouped
ot might by s boat nod mado kis way hack o Jessore.

16. This 4 no donbit the Nurullah moutionnd fn the petition,
and Mirzanagur was herefore the rositlme of
the fuujdar of Jessore. In the Nuwnh-bari b
Likoly resided. and Lis military furee dwnlt in the Kilna-hari.

16, Bujs Khan, reforred to in the potition, was nawaly from 1795
to 1789, and ths petitioner is right in stiting that he had his capiifat at
Moorshedabad ; and the offics whicl the petitinner's family dogired und
oonld not get was that of faujdar of Jossore, and not of nnwili of Bengal.

17, Ttis hardly a century sinoe these military faujiaes disappanred,
sud it is steange that in so short o time all svmembranoe of thom
should vanish from n place lika Mirznnagar, whers the trasss of then
were contiuundly befarn the eyes of the people. [ would appesr that

The Madedar of Fomur,
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gven by 1708 the traditions of the place made Mirsnagar o seat of the
nagim instend of the residence of the fanjdar.

18. The Kishor Khan' of whon the villagers talk was apparently
& petty semindar, who, Tike many hefore nnd after him, was sold wip
by the aivil comrts; at least eo I gather from n petition that refers to
him and is among the judge’s correspondonce of April 1781,

10, Trin work writhm in Senskrit, ealled “Ritisa Olinrita, bising
# history of the mjss of Krishnanagar, T find Mirzanagar is mentioned
s the residence of the faujdar of Jessars,

VI —Aducient Ruina af Kopifmuni, on the Kabadok.
Ar Kopilmuni, on the banks of the Kalndak, a littls Dalow Talla,

thers are some sncient rnins which desersn deseription.
2. There is first of all the ahoda of the sage (muni) Kopil. Ha
established hi= nhode here lomg fon , when
Bepfl ket this place wos Hkily stil Sindirery T
Bavond the fael thut he was & devotee, and thal be set up the idol
Kopileshwari, who is still worshipped here, nothing is kiown of him,
Ho of oourse had nothing to do with the great Kopil, who, in Hindoo

mythology, destroyml the sons of King Sagar.

8. Alsrge banyan tree, prowing on the bank of the river, grisps by
ity roots what wus onco the house of the devotee; but one can only ses
the wills of the house by sailitig in the river under the tres.  The tres s
ann which began growing in the heick-wark of the house o ended by
toaring nsutidear the wholy structnre and binding together its broken parts.

4. The ofd temple of Kopileshwari has long fallon down, and o
newer temple, n modorn slovetira with o @ot ool
supported on bousus, was built twenty-five youes
ago by the farer of the place—Mr. Mnokensiv of Thingsgnchha.  Tha
ayelone of 1867, which was very violent hare, hrought that down; and T
boliove the present zemindar is going to ervot o temple fur the goddies,
who st present has to gt np with s mers thatehed hut. L

G, Tn eclebrtion of Kopileshwari & grand méla is held at Kopil-
muni overy yoar on the Birani day, Lo, the day
ol the Li#th mansion of the moon, in Theit. Ta
this méls coms people from all directions, as it isa yery celobentad anis
According to loeal beliel the niver Kobadak st this place aequires for

Kopilsshwari's impla.

Thu ruihm.
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that day all the virtues of Gunges water ; and thongh the higher castes
do not trust it, the lower castes all hathe in the snitifving stream on
the duy in question. Tt is of consss to the virtues of Kopilwuni, or of
Kopileshwnri, that this sunetifying influonee of the river is dua.

6. More ahont Kopilmani s ot known, and the shsence of tmdi-
finn i probably dus to the fact noticed before, that e plases have
not been continuously inhabited axoopt in modern times. When, &
hundred years ago, advancing éultivation reached this paint, the place
and the sage were new to the new settlers, and they have handed down
to their posterity only. the littls tradition they picked upr themaelves.,

7. Insows other ruins elise to this place, thers is svidencs of this
want of continuity of habitation. At s placs called
Agr, 0 mile away, there are two or thre moinds,
Ouve of theso has boen excavated, and it is found that it covers som
sncient brick houses, the wills and the windows of which sre onely soem
by descoruling futo the exeavation. There is not & doubt that the other
mounds eontain the same sort of ruing’ T am informed that these mounds -
exiet not only here, but oconsionally all alomg the way betwest: Talls oo
the north and Chandkhal on the south, s distance of soms fourteon milos,

8. How old thess mounds are, and when the houses which they
eovir wire inhubited, it is impossible to say. Tl houss T saw wiis nuky
about the sizo of a well-to-do ryot's house; but for all T know thars may
bo some larghe. There ure some hollows, the apparent rmains of taks
st onee existed noar the howses, but thers is no mark of wall or diteh
round the mounds that 1 sxumined. .

%, Of the inhabitantd of the dwellings whioh ones existed hiers,

there is ut present wot sven o tmdition. They

Rt il wire not unlikely some anciont sottlors fn the

place, who had disappeared with all their work hefore the present pas

of settlers came into this part of tho land.  The present race dubie from

about o hundesd Yoars haok, and the older pace mpst therefore have
dwult in the placo and dsuppearsd loug beforo that,

The meunds st Agra.

VIIL—Histury of the Rajas of Naldanga—Ivun A.D, 1500,

Tne oblest Bunily in the distriet, or at least the one whisl braces
its desewnt furthest hack, is that of the mjes of Nuldanga., They haye
furnished me with an acoonnt of their origin wnil family history, an
soopunt which I oin supplomont Fromy o disg stitimes of miormuation,
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9. Tt must have been about four hundred yoars ago that thare lived
s D f, g Bhalmwnba, s sillage i the Dacen distriot, n
ferm num pamed Haladhsr Bhattacharf, whose profi=-
sion wis religion.  Tlis descendant of the fifth grmeration, & man el
Bishns Dis Haern, who lud by proctices of austerity aequired super-
human powers, loft the house of his fathers and occupied o lonaly abode
ut o place near Naldangn, then nnmed Khattrusund, but now nuwmed
Hazralinti, whish place was then all jungle.

3. Ope day the nawab, or other governor, whoever he wns;
returning from a visit fo Daces, pussed by the river which was undor the
hormit's abode. Flis supplies had ron short, he was in the middls of an
almost uninhabited jungle, and e and his men wero in great straits
Accordingly he sent ¢ party ashore to see whether they could find
soything. They oould find nothing, Int st last eame semas the hermitags
of Bishna Dis Hazra, a poor snough place, from whoss sppearancs they
eonld hardly derive any bopes. The hormit, howsvor, called them, wnd
when he learnt their wants, he asked each person to nunn what he dosivod,
anid by the power of his devotion was able to produce all they wanted,
patsing it amjj:[untg to appear out of the growud bafore them. T'hn
nnwab, enahled thus to continus his journey, bestowed upon Bishnn Dz five
ndjacent villages, and these formed the it boginning of the zemindari.

4. 'This mon had ason mamed Srimants Ray, who, from his great
5 e prowess, obtnined the name of Ranabir Khan.

One does not oxaetly soe how, living alone ns n
hermit in the jungles, he could woll have prodused o son, unless, indosd,
ha used the same antochthonie process by which be sapplisd the
pawnl’s men with provisions; bul the legend does not descend fo
particulars. This son, less distinguished for pioty apparently than kis
father, ot about aggrandizing himsell from s worldly point of view.
Tho lands in this part of the country were then in the possession of
Afghan semindars, of whom ono family resided at Sarup-pur (near
Kotohandpur).  This family Ranabir exterminated
by the power of Lis arm, possesaing himself of all
their lands. Their zomindari from this extendsd till it comupied the
whols cirdle of Muhsmmadshahi.

5, The legend just related probably hes for its foundation the
aoquisition of the semindari by some military chisf when the Afghans
wore driven out of the country, 8o event which vovwrred about the middle
of the sixtesnth century.

Rannbiir

Frratuls vt refato.
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6. The title of “mjn"" was first possessed by Chaniti Charan Deb

it of *pije i “ 1y By, the thinl in descent from Rannhir Khan ;

Mg sud tho fumily name “ Dob Roy™ appenrs to have

boon borne by every descendant since Banabir's time, Rannbir's son
being Gopinath Db Ray,

7. Mindful ufﬂwirlmhminimloﬁgin._ilﬁiﬁnﬂyluualwm
buen distinguished for its liberlity in erecting umd endowing idols and
in' making grants of land to brahmins, and oven to Mahomedan saints.
Ram Deb Ray, the fourth mje, wus especially colobratod for these
virtuous acts. His date was 1105 to 1184 (169 to 1727),

8. His suecessor, Raghu Deh Ray, disvbeyed a sommons of the

Typriibon wud vesis:  B8WED of Moomshodabud, and the nawab, as a
Autlon of the mmindarl  omichiment, doprived him of Qs sominderi,
bestowing it npon Raju Ram Kant Roy, the then mja of Nuttors. This,
oosureed in 1144 (1737), but three years Inter the nuwib restored it to
the fumily,

9, The pext raja, Krishos Deb Ray, dind in 1180 (1773), leaving

Pustithn of the muin- (W0 notural soue, Muohendrs snd Ram Sankar
ez, (who retained such two-iths of the inheritance),
atid un adopted son, Gobioda (who held ene-fifth of tha mhuritanog),
Grobinda got his share separatad off shortly alteswards, wid for 4 time
wad known oa the “Teani Raja,”" that is, the theee sines raja The
othar two also, ut u subsequint poriod, had their shares separsted.
Tha property of Mubhendra chislly lay on' the westarn side, und
was onllod the “western oirole:" that of Ram Bankar belug called the
pnistarn civale.”

10, Innsubsequent chopter it is mlated how the estates bocama
- to n great extent lost to the family. The Teaui

R Ao Ruj wuns tuken possession of by n murtgagne,
and remeined in his and his purehaser's hands from 1800 #ill aboot 1540,
when it was purchased by the Narl Baboos, The western cirale,
gimilarly, wns sold up by the sheriff in 1796, but the beims of the Raja
Muhendra hrought o suit against the purchunser, which ended in their
obtaining, by compromise, seven annas of the estate they had lost
About 1840 their soven annss was solid up, for wereaes of revenus s
I bolisve, and the Naml Baboos bought it in. They subsequontly

gt ulso the nine nomas portion of this sirela.

11. Thus at the present day the Naml family has succoeded to
the possession of the Touni, and of the western cirle portions of the
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Muhammndshahi estates; and the representatives of the two hranches
of the family to which they onse belonged, live in comparitive poverty
in tho ald Naldangn family house, upon the procesds of some pension
lanils, which did not pess to the pumhmmnlnngmdlthmreatm

12, Ths.m.uidla‘bmun]&nfthnfnmﬂynmstﬂlm possession of the

u pastern cirele,” a result due in s great measure
il to the fact that their estates have repeatedly
comé tmder the court of wards. After Ram Sankar, Sasi Bhusan Dob
Ray was proprietor ; after him his adopted son, Indu Bhusan Deb Ray,
who held by sannad the title of wjs. He has now died (1870), and
his adopted son, Pramoth Bhusan Deb Ray, is now proprietor. Thesa
thiree propristors were minors when they suceeedud.

15, The estate formed for o short time the nuclens of a separate
Cllloctimaia of Mubismg  0llootorate, which: was in 1787 swullowad up in
odshaki thit of Jessere. The seat of the collovtornte wus

Themila, where the rajus appear to have had their outcherries. At
present the rujns’ part is managed from Naldangs, snd the Naral
Baboos' part is managed from their ** Cliakla” outoherry nenr Jhenida.

IX.—ITisdory of the Rigins of Jessore (or of Ohanchra) —From 4., 1M,

Tux history of Bengal relates that in 1580 a rehollion broks out
in Bengal, und that first Hoje Todarmal, and afterwards Axim Khon,
were sent by the Emperor Akbar to suppress it.  Azim Khao serived in
1582 and had finished his work by 1588,
2, Ono of the warriors who came with him was Bhaboshwnr Ray,
m“ ey, & sk and ho wos rowarded by being put in peossession
of the pergunmahs of Saydpur, Amidpur, Mura-
galihn, and Mallikpur—part of the territories which had been taken
froms Ragn Pratupuditys.  Ho enjoyed thess possessions till 1688 (005
B.R.), when he died.

3. His sucosssor, Mutab Ram Ray, held possession of thess
pergunnalie from 005 4l 1026 (1088 till 1610). During Haja Man
Singh's war with Pratapaditys, he gove sssistance to the former, and that
being the successtul side, ho retained possession of tha four pergunnahs.
During the last eeven years of his tenure it is recorded that he had
to pay revenus i sccount of kis Jands, which epparently lind oot before
been assessed.

H
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1 The nest sucoessor wis tamod Kandurpe Ray, and bo held pos-
Kendirpe Map exts  SSsion from 1026 to 1056 (1619 to 1649), during
e rmsadars, which fime he woquired, by what meens is nob
suted, the following pergunnahs :—Diitis, Khaliskhali, Bagmarn, Selim-
shil, Shajinlpar, extending his zomindari south-westwanl from Saydpur.
5. Manohar Ray wus his snosessor, and he sppears to have hold
¢ Manidear By, 1ha sbiet possession for a long time. He apparently obtained
of (ke family. from the nawab an authority over all the sur-
rouinding estates, which were to pay their revenue, nob directly, Int
throngh him.  Now, it is a fact that a large number of these estates bognn
ut one to defunlt in revenue, aud, in accordance with the then revenue
systen, Manchar Ray, Uy payving the arrcars due on them, and engnging
for the future, obtained possession of them as part of his own zeminduri.
1 think the drcumstances nre smch ne to make one snspect that Manohar
Ray tirought about the default in order to attain his own ends, However
this may be, we find that during his possession of the wemindari the
following pergunnahs were acquived, mostly after this manner :—

Ramchaudrapur, in 1682 | Tsafpur, in 1696,

Hasssnpur, in 1689, | Malluy, Bobnal, Bolan, n 1099,
HRangdin aud Rahimabad, in 1691, | Suhos, in 1703,

(iingutin, in 1690, '

Bome uther smallor pergunuabs wers noquired at the same tine, nurnely
Talla, I'halus, Sripadkaliraj, Bhatls, Caleutta, &e.

6. I should mention that I find Ditin and Khaliskhali given in
ar anotont list of the mequisitions of Manchar, but in the ists roonntly
put inte my bands by the fanily, these two sre, as ulready sated,
ermmorated: smong the soguisitions of Kandarpa.

7. Mancher Ray may thos be regurded ns the founder of the

LM ey o i mily.  The zemindars, when he obbained if, was
only o moderate one, but when he left it, it was
Tiy fur the lurgest in the neighbourhood. The list, and the manner of
humqumbonn.ahwﬂmtaithat time the pergunnahs were for (his most
purt in the possession of different persons; and it ia possibils that thess
pemsonk hind miﬂ:lm’- them in mush the same way that H—ﬁﬂﬂhﬂl"l
nnoestor had : namely, on sccount of military service,  As to the names
of these wemindars, I find Kalidés Ray was the zemindar of
pergunnah. Idonot know any of the other nomes. "We will subsequantly
also find that there were o few perguunahs which remainod wnalsorbod
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by thess great estates (Hogln, for exauiple, and Sultanpur), and that
thess were similarly each in the possession of different fumiliss.  The
‘ostate of the rajas of Jessore is therefore founded upon the gradual
noquisition by the possessors of one of these estates of the perzunnnha
bolanging to their neighbours; the pggrandizement, ot the expense of
the rest, of one ont of soveral not uneqoal zomindnr families. Their
history differs in this reepect from that of the Naldangs family, who
uppenr, from almost their earlicst residence in the district, to have held,
with respect to their neighbours, pretty much the same position of
pre-sminence that they held at the time of the permanent setilomont.

8, The term “raja,” which both these families adopted, means
nothing, and does mot indioste any nolility of
origin. Every great zemindar assumed the title of
rijo; und in thy early correspondence of the district, the heads of {he
families of Jessore, Naldanga, snd Nuttore, are somotimes termod rajis
and sometimos not.  Their own petitions and representations as- often
omit as insert the appellation.

%, Manchor Bay died in 1112 (1705) [T think that is the date],
and was sucoveded by his son, Krishns Ram, who
hald the semindan up Hll 1136 (1729). During
his time the pergunnshs of Maheshwarpassa and Haymangnl ware
aoguired in the same way ss Manchar had acquired his neighhoues’
estates, and soroe smaller and less known pergunnahs wore added to the
gomindari. Poart of these, Basitpur for example, were soquired by
purchase from the mija of Keishnanagar (Nuddoea),

10, After himy ecame Sukh Deh Ray, aud Manohar's widaw

Tartitin fute tweiye i0duced him to make over four annas share in the
sunas sl finr annas, gatate to his brother, Synm Bundar, and thos the
eatate becamo divided into two parts, and s for o short Hme §t
contintied to bo held. In the twolve annas share Sukh Dob was succsedid
by his son, Nitkant, in 1162(1745); but the fonr annas share boowne
untennnted o 1163 or 1165 (1750 or 1758) ; Syam Sandar and his infant
son both having died.

11. At that time tha Bast Indin Company received from fhe

Bijiper seinks amwnb n grant of certain bnd near Caloutvs, sod
foniod. onn of the remindars whom the nuwab dispossesesd
in ordier to maks this gravt was named Salalicu-din Khao,  This s,
roprosenting that Synm: Sundar’s property hid o beirs, toquested. ity
bestowal upon Timeelf in roquital for the loss of his proviowy zemindar,

Thar it * rajn."

Krishas ftam Hay.
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and the wawab, not unwilling to give what wis not his own; bestowed
upon Nim the foiur sniis share of the raja's estutes.

12. T mnnot tell at whot procise period the ‘specific’ partition of
‘theee two shares was ascomplished ; but it was probably soon after the
diyision was mnde,  Hd Byam Sunilar not possssed o soparate “spocifly’
sliare, o stranger conld never have come in to pevest possission.

13, The four womus share lry mostly within the porgumah of Sayd-
pur, und was thevefore known as the four annas estate, orns the Saydpur
estate, both of which names exist to this day. The twelve aunas ghare
userd fo bo called the Issfpaur estate, that being the chief pergunnaly init,

14. In the possession of the Isafpur estato Srikant Ry succceded

. _ Nilkant Ray in 1171 (1764), nnd it was tlis mun
Aribany Moy =-tla ‘Pl who had possession of it all through the permanent
sottlement time.  We shall recount in ronnection with that settlement
hiow o lost it perguwmah after pergunnah, until ids family, heving
nothing left, lived upon the bounty of Grovernmont,

15. Rajah Srikant died in 1802, and his son, Banikand, then beams
the head of the family, who were then, as just
statidl, only pensionsrs of  Government,. In
1804, by sait in the Supreme Court, Banikant Ray recoverel, by
haring the sheriff’s sale mancelled, that part of his anocstral property
which lny within pergunnak Saydpur, and then he gave up the peusion
sl omee mare hooume o gomindnr.

16, Buniksnt having died, Bamdakant, then n minoe, susceedid
in 1817, omd the estate wns managed by the conrt of wunls, who
‘wonaidersbly inoreased the value of it: Moreover, the pergunnal Sulie,
otin of the snviont posseasions of the femily, wos restorell £ tle family
by Government, who had confisontel it in 1823, it having been proved
10 have been honght nnder a fulse name of an suction sale for prrears.

17. Mhore are somo other sualler estates in the family busiles
thess two pergurmahs.

18, Tajs Barudekant Ray, the peesent repuvsontative of the
_ family, obtained from Government s sannad as
Heje Hudaksot 50 Rija Bahadoor, in recognition of liis position
and of the assistance which he lad rendered during the muting,  Hi
family residance, whence also his estates sve manngod, is olose to Jessore ;
Lut b himself has bren of Iate years miber au absentes from the l]]utmt

19, So much for the twelve annas share of the Tsafpur sdate : wa
thist shew now what becamoe of the four sunus share which was

Thee Tanily recoves.
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bostowed on Balab-u-lin Khan, At the time of the permanent
sottlument it was in the possession of a Mussnlman lady, Maun Jan, lis
widow, snd she is noted s having been o very good mansges of hur
property. She brought it in safety through the eritical time that
sucoseded the permusumnt settloment, und saved it from the dangers:
whish sverwhelmod almost all the other zemindars,
90, Tn 1814 we find the estats fu the possession of Manu Juu's
_ halEtrother, Haji Mubammnd Mulsin, who in
g - that year died, Having uo heirs, he by will
mﬂehhm!numiimutfmthuhmaﬁtufthﬂimmbmnﬂ_
Hooghly, whish has sinca that time enjoyed its revemnies. A small part
of the estate, numely Tamf Sobnal, had befors the permanent settlument
been grantesd to this imambara. * (Soo Collector’s 1-12-90). The estate
now forms the Saydpur trust estate, and it will be noticod in 8 separmie
chapter. By the natives it is nsually denominated the four sunis ostate.

X —History of the Rajan of Nattore—From AD. 1750,

[ save not got from the Nuttore family any escount of themsalyes,
but I have eollected some information regard-
ing them from tradition in thoss parts of the
district whith wero once within their zemindari. Last contury their
estates formed the largest, or nearly tho largest gemindari in the
Loonmtry, and tradition enlls it an estute of fliy-two lakhs of rupess.
The pergunmah of Sehnjial, in the west of the distriet, the peminduri of
Dhisisna in the west,” including the pergumnahs Naldi, Mokiopug,
Sator, &o,, were within tlis zemindarijitho lntter apparently having
boen bestowed upon the majas of Nattore when Sitarum’s rubelliousness
cuusel it to bo taken sway from his family.

% Tutle last hull of Tnst coutury the Nattore zemindari was in

- of Malaruni Bhabani; who was widow

RUn T of Rajs Ramkant Ray, son of Raja Rumjiban
Ray, 'This lady's fume is spread far and wide, and especially s it noted
thint she was & most pious lady, continually spending her money in the
endowment of idols. She established in Benares alone 380 tomuples, guest-
houses (atithalay), snd other religious vdifioes,

TR, some of which nre #till kept up; but some have
coased to be kept up, probably because the family, by the loss of its



fi2 REFORT 0% THE

estates, becanis too poor to puppart them. Religions edificos were
erveted by her also in other parts of the country, und endowed with
money and with land. There are muny of thess at Nattars, the seat of
the fumily, und there is one wall-known ono ot Moarshodabad, which s
natied Sham Ray. 1t is endowed with largo lands, ita principal endows
munt being Diihi (or “estate’) Phulbaria, which lies hebwesn Chaugachhs
and Kuliganj, and has its ontdharry at Shibmsgar, opposite Kaliganj:

4. Either in consequencs of her death, or in consequence of his

: coming of nge, the zeminduri was trunsferred from
PRIERAMSV RS boc lixnds. i Thote of hew: sdiphed Rajn
Hom Krishns Ray. Tl wes also an exceedingly pious persan; and
spent Lis whole time in performing religions duties. Traliko his mother,
b friesook all sarw of worldly affairs, and loft them to manuge themse)ves
i thay best could, provided he only eoulid enrry (m his religious dufies ¥
Hie zemindnris began to go to ruin, snd his servnnts began 1o plandis
e i himy on ovory side, and to nmass fortunes fur
themsolves, Then came the permanent settloment.
With the best management it hecane very diffioult, sy will be suh-
sotjuontly sxplidned in detail, to mest the demands mads wpem the estite,
atd the bad management of the mija only precipitated him e somer
into ruin, Tis estates defanlted on every sidn, they beguy ) be wold,
nnd many of them wera bought up by the servants, who should have
Inoked after their due munsgement with the very meomey whicl they
bl withdimwn from the coffers of the ruju,

4. Before the permanent settlemont hiil oen tog yoars in ﬁmnr,
tho rajn of Nattore hud beon steippod of his sstutes one afior another; amnd
b who hod obtuined an inheritanes of o zemindari of fifty-twn lkhs,
Emnemitted to his ke one which produced anly three lnkhs, Agparently,
the only part of the once magnificent estate which th ﬁmﬂj'm::gﬂd
to retain was the part which had been devoted to the servioe of tle
many deities the family had sot up. T do not know if the family lisve
any property in the district now exoept the Dild Phulbaris which has
besn meutioned sbove,

5. Of the estutes of this once woulthy housa, the Dhyany

sogration of the POYHON wae wld up, being divided fnto
g large pergunnahs.  One prirchnsr gt m
one Sator, one Mokimpur, and 0 on; each of the portions forming ju
sl f 1 rngiwmi_nillh Tapilod estute, s Balirjial wis apperently bk p
imto dihis, ar “small sstates,” each of whicl was cottipumail of wovery)
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willages lying in the sams tract of country snd paying revenue under
onn head. The largest of these was Thhi Axpars, which was prrchesad
by Koloram Mukharjys of Gohradangs, the grandfather of the late
Barads Prosamna. Two others, Dihi Kaneshpur and Dihi Sorapypur, wibe
purchiused hy Gopimalian Thakur, the aucestor of the great Thukur family.
0. The Inrgest purchasers of these estates were Kalisuukar HRay,
The Narl ad Tighe.  the ancestor of the Naral fanily, and Daynram
P miltln. Ray, the uncestor of the Dighapati family, The
former was dewan of the Nattore mjs; and it wns partly, if not chielly,
by unjust stewardship that he monaged to aoquire the estates which ha
goght to have munugod for another, The latter was also downn of the
g family, nnd most of his purchases are near Nattore, in the Tajshaliye
part of the ancient xemindmri. T have heded it stated, though 1 know
wot with what trath, thot the history of their scquikitions is similar 10
that of Kulissukar Ray's.

PART [IL.—THE FIRST THIRTY YEARS OF
BRITISH ADMINISTRATION—I1781-1811.

COMPILED (HIEFLY FROM THE DISTRICT RECORDS.

XT.—8late of the Disteicd prive fa 1871,

Bevome passing on to the narmtion of the establishment sud progeess
uf loeal administration on the part of the British, it will be well to stata
ot Leading faots conneocted with the condition of the district at the
{ime whon it pussed ott of Mahomedan into English honds.  Thess
ntters are not eategorically stated in auy part of the reconds of the
Jistriot, but espeeinlly in the very emrly ones there are so many allosions
Lo tliem, thut it is not difieult from the perusal of the records to divine
muclt of the droumstancss in which the fiesd Eoglish distridl officers

found thomssives.
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2, The distriol, w8 we have already seen, was disided chinfly smong
fizgEi Amnrnanie threo e fonr gt semindaris. R"U' Srikant Ih.f
L Tie Taafjue smis- wioi the gemindar of all that part of the somtry

whidly lay Debwets the Blairmbh and Pasar onn the
n.ﬂ_:.ulmaqt ap to the Tohomati on the weet. i northern fimit,
‘sinted in the same genernl way, was the region through which the
imperial road from Onlonita to Jessore and Dacoa subséquenily smu.
Tlis estaitn wits ealled the Tsafpur estuta,

% Wa haveo alao seen that this zemindari was only s twelve anmns

£ Tha Sayipur s, ShAre of the erginal zemindun, for fonr annns
ek of it had been soparnted off and conferved npot a
Mussilman zemindar,  This sapartod parl wos composed principally of
lntule i the porgunnalis of Saydpur and Sahos, and the etate derived
its name from Baydpur.

4. Peyond the bonndaries just spevified, sand to the sorth of them,
% e was the estate of Mubnmmadshahi, which was at

SRR T | gy fime oessswd by Lhe Naldmbign Sindly: Tia
boundaries may be desoribed s coiucident with those which see naw
allotted on the mnp to pergunnah Muhsmmadahahi.

B, Thenext great zomindari was that of Blmena, whioh was part
& The Blses smmin.  OF the berritory of the raja of Nuttars. 1t inchuled

thasd. ot oy the present district of Pamesdpore, but
also thn pergunnah Nalili, which is at proseut the usrth-sastern quarter
of the distriet, and which, in its most extensive meaning, inclivdes suih
prrgsinnihs w8 Sator ond Mokimpnr,  Altheugh Blusts wis auly purt
of i domaine of the mia of Nattare, yol it was a sepamto sominidari,
and was o)l nlong troated as sach.

f, Disilles these groat samindaris, there wers o Tow ollivrs of Jiss

 ustent within the distrie,  Pergunnalis Hogly

A fim pinr el ovd- Botfulin formed: the largest of 'these m,'-’,.i,
goindiris, aud belouged to onn Krishne Singh Ray, of whoss family |
know uothing, excopl that his loire, ot o mlsequent periol, were for o
Jong time wagigod in dispating about their shures,

7. Another mmor zemindori wlich, along with the one Jllﬂ'

Fanen | of et mentioned, sud with Selimabied, Hld up the
right sorith-emstirn sorer of the distriot wys pergmnnuh
Bultnnpar.  Kasinath Datt was tho zemindar of it, and ho obtuined
the rawmindari in » munner which is sufficiint of itself to whow Jiey
Jittle the tlea of propriviorship in Uho Soil, whiih was at the limrlution
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of the permancut settlement, originally entered iuto the conception of a
pemindnr’s. dghts, In 1774 the committee of revenue reported to
the prosident and eonncil that the then remindars of Sultanpur wore it
wrrear and woild not poy up.  They recommended that they ehould be
turnod out of possession, and stated that one Kasiuath Datt was veady
to pay up the arresr, und to wmgage for the payment of the future
ravenne aooriing on the estate, if it were transferred to him. The
Governor General spproved the proposal on 16th Maey 1774, and
some days after the committes ugain wrote stating that Kasinath Datt
bad paid up the arrenr and had entered into engagements for the
future revenus,

B. I consequonos of this he was put in possession of the estate, or
rather of thirteen nnnos of it, for that was all thut was affscied by
theso provesdings.

@ TIn the history of the family of the ruja of Chanohra, T huwww
notoed severnl instances whers proprietorshiip of an estato was tranaforred
by the mling power from a defunlting zemindar to & stranger merely oL
tlio latber's undertaking to pay up wrresrs, but the present is the vnly
instance T have come neross whers the principle wos adopted by the
British Government.  There are no doubt other stances, as T it this
ons only becanse it waa refirred to in & letter of the judge’s of 10th
Owtobér 1704, whare le reports procesdings which had arisen out of it
The olil zemindars lind susd to have it declared that Kasinath Datt was
only o farmer for lifs, and not zemindar i his own right. They oluimoed
this, not by denying that Government had power to make such. tranafers
s had been mdo in this case, but by allegiug that this was the
intention of the Government, beeanse, when it accepted the comimitton’s
procmmenilation thiat Kasinath Datt should be admittel to engngoments,
it omitted to apocifionlly doclare that the old zemindars shionld ba fured
out of possession,  What the doerce in the suit was 1 do not kmaw,
but Kusinatl certainly retained the somindari.

10. The zemindaris T have mentioned included almost the eotive

Didtisrtiim hafwem grost BTES of tho district, but thore were other smaller
ot priy seminsiar, ones seattered over the country. The total nom-
ber of zemindaris at the timo of the pormanent settloment was just
over 100; bot the chasseter of the lerge ones, which T liave notoll
in dotail, and the position of the propristars of them, were so differant
from what oltained in the cese of the smaller oues, that one is almost
bed to infer that thess smallor gomivduris wore rother frogments of

1
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tha large ones which had been separated off by purchase or grant of
mmiﬂrﬁ.ﬁummhtuwmnhhnﬂ.ﬂwnﬂhmlu!ﬂ}hm oxistsnos,
The owners of the larger semindaris had o part in the adniinistration
of the country, to which these pettior zemindnrs were not admitted.
1. That which I have just stated with respect to the origin of
ormindars wrre mere  Bosinath Ditt’s title alfords o etrong argument to
sootrecioms for mvenss.  phoagrthat the semindars were miher in the position
of contractors for land revenue, than of owners of landed estates paying
rovenue to Government. This view of their position is further supported
by u fast which sppenrs in the history of the Chsnches family, numely,
that Manchar Ray, one of the Chuanohm ling, not only engnged with the
nawab to puy the revenus of is own estates, but also to colloot and pay
over the rovenus nucruing on the smaller estates in his neighbourhosd,
with which previously he had had nothing to do,
12. Bat the zgemindars were contructors not only for land revenue,
Thils  sdministratiys DUt for other revenue also: in fact, contractors
permandimeponibility.  fur the genoral administration such as i then
woa. They paid, as we shall s, & certain sum by way of excise
resvmus, and managed exvise within their limits just as they pleased.
They also handed over to Goverument s cortain sum as duties on
internal trade, and were ullowed in turn to moke almost any exactions
they plensed on teaders, The duties of polics were in their hands, and
they had to keep up police establishmonts. They wore also held linkle
to reimbarse any one who had bheen despoiled by robbery within tlieir
limits ; though it is doubtful whethes, at the time st lomst when the
British oltained possession, they were ever called on to fulfil this
candition of their comtract, or even whether the Mahomedan Governmont
‘wis strong enowgh to enforoe it. Wo dhiall find also thut the gemindars,
or mther their subordinates, had a good deal to do with the adjudication
of petty disputes, whether of a criminal or of a eivil nature.
13, The darogs, as he was called, appeam to have been dlmeost the
Tt Gneogn e caly 901y Government officer in the district who had
Governisund offiser. muything to do with civil administration. Tt was
his duty to receive from the semindars the dasoits, robbers, and murderus
whom they hod to apprehend, sud to try them, He might also receive
complaints direct from complainants. His suthority was, however,
viry limited, fur, except perhape in potty onses, he had to submit his
proveedings to the Government (the naib uawab) in sach onss, and
to receive from the Government the order pussed om ench individusl
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ascused ; snd neither in theory wor in practice had he any supervisional
authority over the zamindurs.

14, In such a gystem it msy be said that the only object of the

Abuses rsulting from  OVErnment was rovenus. Almost all the fune-
VeiTyshem. tions of wiministration were hesped wupon the
zimiindars, and they might do prelty muoh as it pleased them so long
sa they discharged their revenus. Supervision wos a mere name, if
it wis aven so much ns that

15, The consequences of such s slate of things may be. eanily
imogined. Tho best and most energetic men in the world would be
sure to fail as administrators if they found themselves left, withoit
ountrol or supervision, fo rule over people whose inferests in almost every
madter wore opposed to their own.  How mueh worse must it have been
when the rulers were Bengall zemindars, n olnss notorions, ot that time at

'Inut, for their linbit of handing over all their duties to too often earrupt
-?_, subordinutes, aud who even now, ufter nearly a contury of enlightenment,
are often apt to postpone the interests of justios to their own private
ends! The zemindars followed the example of Government and trans-
forred the task of administration to subordinates selected by themselves,
nof with reforence to their ability or uprightness, but solely with
reference to their readiness to seoure their masters’ intorests. The peopla
wore oppressed that the zemindar might hinve his rent, and they were
plundered in onlor that the zemindur’s servants might become rich.
The zemindurs, who performed all their polive duties on contract, kept up
the most wretohedly inefficiont establishmaonts for the purpose; and daooits
and robbors plied their profession with vigor, finding little hindranoce
from the poliss, and often in loague with them, and even with the
goniinglar himaalf, or Lis higler officors,

16, Complaint agoinst wrong wus uselesa; the semindar ar his
officer had it entirely in his own option whether le shounld Listen to it
or not: and the complainunt had very little chance of relief, for the
oppreasor was oftan the semindar’s servant, and the plunderer, even
if they took the trouble to trace hiny, would ot find it llllﬂmﬂt to make
friends with his cuptors.

17. The eollection of revenue was at this time, and fr long aftar,
n matter entirely distinet from the rest of the
internal administration. The first district officer
eame to administer the govemment and not to collect tho revenue, and

Calloetiom of rerenaa,
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for seviral yenes the msenue of the districts which he administared was
paid partly in Caloutta and partly in the Rajshabye district (Nattors).

15. There had been a collector of Jessore for a year or. two, from
1772 to 1774, but that was an experiment which Warren Hastings tried
in many districts of Bongnl, and after s short time dissontinued on the
gronnd of expense. It was the first attempt ot direct eolleotion, but
was mnde to give way to a system mueh less expensive, but much less
efficiont. Fad the Enghish sollectors been retained, aml kept stadioned
at the many plases in the interior where they wers in 1772 to 1774, it
is mot unlikely that the British Governmont would sooner have had its
eyes opennd to the momstrous injustices of the Native Government
through semindars, and would long befor 1781 have considered itself
obliged to take a direct part in the internal sdministration of the country.
1 am nware that the direct government is usually dated from 1772, but
what the Britidh il belare 1781 ean lardly be dignifiad by the name
of internnl administration. The maintensnos of hnlf n dogen provineial
aivil gourts in the whole of the wide territory of Bengal can hardly be
eiid to constitute an setive government.

19. The collection ol the revenus had heen in the hands of the
company  for some years befors they undertook the administration
proper of the country; and when our history of the administration
opens, the Mussulman eystem of oolloction had nlready given way to
& mord regular one, We oan, howover, see a little of its nature
from the aecounts that have already been given of the old zemindars:
Tlu,va;n gamindors were o turbolent lot, mmoh too independent wnd not
very punctual in the payment of their revenuss. They might, however,
fight among themsalves und swallow up their smaller neighbours, much

= us thoy chose, 20 long as they paid their revenue ;
v and to ensure their paying, the nawals kept
a military governor with a emall foree in each of the districts. This
officer, the fjdar as e was enlled, rebained an the part of the nawab
sufficient appearance of power to muke it the intersst of each zomindar
to secure himself by continuing to pay his revenus, or aa mmeh of i
na-wonld satisfy the nawab, Beyond that point probably the fujilars
did not care to go, ue the system of the nawsbes was mther a mﬂ::turj'
vecupation of thee ountry wheret be semindars, their tribute bearers, wore
the potentates, thau the administration of the conntry as their own.

20, When the Dritish wmdertook the calloction of the FEVENIGS,

however, the fujdirs sppoar to hnve been chinrged with dubies somewhat
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different to those they performed under the Mahomedan Government.
The Britich ides of sdministration was not military ocoupation, and the
fanjdars became purely high offioers of police. They formed part of
s police system established by Warren Hastings, and had under them
thanadars, or offleors in charge of smaller jurisdictions. As thers hud
been under the Mahomedans two fanjilaris, one ot Bhusna and cne at

Mirzanagar, 80 both of these appear fo have been retained in the first
police system of Jessore.

21,  Buuli, then, was the condition of the district pricr to 1781, when
English administration woa first establishod.  Mors of the detuils will
appear as wa go onj but the gencral view given in this chapter will aid
mnterially in the apprebension of what comes aftor. It is a8 it were
the starting point in our history of the administration of the distriet,

XI1.—The Establishment of British Adwinistration in the Divtrict, 1781

Is April 1781 the Governor General incrensed very greatly the number
Cont sombiihed wi of eivil pourts in Bengal. There wers only hali n
Jewen dozen belore, and pow twice thal nomber wore
added.  Omne of the new adawlats (as they were called) thus established
wiia the adawlit at Moorly, and its jurisdiction ineluded the whole of tha
present districta of Jessore apd Furresdpore, and that part of the 24
Pergunnakis which les enst of the river Ichamoati.  Moorly was selooted as
the hend-quarters of this distriet (or provinoe, s it wsed then to be deno-
riniated), beoause it was theliead-guarters of the Mahomodan Government,
such us it was.  The proximity of Clunchra, the seat of the mjs of Jessore,
was probably the mason wlyp Moorly originally had become the head-
quarters of the distriet. The adawlut or civil court thus established was
inditfsvently termed the adawlut at Moorly or the adawlut of Jessore, The
Iatter name of course superseded the former when ten years luter the head-
quarters of the distriet were removed from Moorly o their present location.
2. The same Government order doclared thut the judges of these
i porrts were bo exercise nleo the powers vested in the
- faujdars mnd thanadars, u system which wos thus
abolished ull over Bengal. The faujdars were, an has boen said, high
officors of police, and the thanadars were the police officers who hnd
ohiargo of polive stations. Their abuse of power, amd the oppressions
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they committed, had becoms notorious: and it was this rhiefly that led

to their abolition and the transference of their funotions to sn English
offier located in the distriot.

3. Tn respoct of these police funotions the judge was denominsted
ulso magistrate. o took the place of the faujdar, being o pure officer
of police, and the thunadars who still remained in oXistenos were made
subondinate to him as magistrate.

4. This origin of the district magistracy will account for fthe
-5 - name of “ fanjdasd,” applied up to the present day

2 to the magisterial jurisdiotion. The functions of
the * fanjdari court” have, however, entirely changed ; for whereas it is
now an almost purely judicial institution, it was ot its flrst establishment

in 1781 & purely police jurisdiction. The duty of the magistrate was
then only the management of the police: he hud to npprehend offenders,

but with their trial he had nothing to do,
5. The duty of trying mocused persons was performed by an officer
e called the “darogn;" end within the Moorly

. jurisdiotion thers were two dirogss, one at Jessore
nid one at Bhusna. The daroga was subardinate sololy to the nasim
of Moorshedabad, and the Government was very particnlar to instruct
the magistrate that he had over the daroga no euthority whatever.
The nazim had, in fact, never conceded to the British Government the
power of trying and punishing eriminals, (3, &7-81. A 22-1.82))

6. The British Quvernment also had no authority: over the darogas,
although, desirons to kesp itsolf aoquainted with the details of the
ndministration. of criminal justios, it induced the nazim to direct the
durogas to submit to it throngh the magistrates s monthly statement of
their erimiinal procosdings. (G, 9.10.81.)

7. The daroga’s powers werw exceedingly limited ; in fiact, he was
rathor an officer who reported cases for the order of the nasim (or rather
the naib naxim, an offioer appointed for this snd sther duties), than a

judge empowered himself to deal with criminals, I‘Eﬂ}* onses hn pould

deal with by inflicting small periods of imprisonment ; but these cases
ware very fow compared with the number he had to refer for order to
the nizamat: (M. 17-10-81.)
8, The daroga ales hnd eharge of the jail and of fhe rooards
o Bo for as regarded the oxeontion of ssntences

pronounced by the naib nazim, the ms istrate
b & cortain suporvision. We find the magistrate ocoasi fly B h"t
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to the British Government proposals reganding the treatment of convicts,
# subject on which mare will be said horeafter. Also it was through
the magistrate that the darogas received the orders pronounced by the
naib nagim, and the magistrate on one oceasion submitted to Govern-
ment s complaint, that the daroge of Blimsna would not receive an
afficer whom ho had semt to seo the sentenoces curried into exeoution. In
respoot of the jail also we find that the darogn was obliged to get the
magistrate’s approval of his estimstes [or repairs before he sent them up
to the nizamnt. (M. £3-84; 3-10-81 ; 31-12-83,)

8, Buch then was the system of criminal administration when first
established in 1761. The judicial part wos performed by the daroga, »
Muhomedan officer neting under the Muhomedan Government, and the
exncutive part wes performed by the magistrate, an English officor acting
under the English Government. (Board's Reg. 6-4-8]1.)

10, The Governor Generul, when he cstablished the court ut)

Mr. Henckell, Judis. 'f'Jnurly. l]b]mil.]l.ﬂl Mr. Tilmum Hc:unkni] to be
ME Horkr, s judge and magistrate, and Mr. Richard Rocke

to be his register, The judge got Re. 1,300 a month ut frst, buit
on 27th Felunary 1784 his salary ss judge was raised to Ra. 2,000,
and he got Ba. 600 more ss magistrate. A reduction was afterwnrds
made, for on Yth May 1786 his pay es judge is stated ot R 1,1200
Besides pay he got also & proportion of the institution fees deposited
with eivil oourt plaints, The register’s salary was anly Rs. 300,

1. Thes two men, Tilman Henckell and Richurd Rocke, romatued
o long time vonneoted with Jessore. Thay wero hoth men of mora than
ordinary ability. Mr. Henckell's name is still remembered in some parts
of the district, and we ghall clserve in the history of his administrafion
how sdmirmbly he did his work. His scqunintance with every subjost
affocting his distriot wos most intimates ; and no wrong was tvo remots for
his energy to grapple with, no advantage too distant for him to strive after,
The ides of his administration was, that it was the duty of Government to
procure the pence aud comfort of the mass of the inhahitants, thongh it
might involve some harm in respect of the Company’s commercial |
intercits. These views ware o littlp too advanced for his age, for there
wis then foo great an indlination on the part of Government officials
to lovk upon the natives as born only to be o mesns of profit to the
Company. Mr. Henckell wes never uwsmindful of his employers'
maoroantile interests; but lie alwiys set this before him as his duty,—
to guued the then almost helpless patives from the oppressions to which
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they. were subjocted by the commercinl officers of the company s well
#a by their own semindnrs, _

12, Mr. Rocks appareutly begon s servioe in 1781 in Jessore.
Wiidle he wos Mr. Henckell's subovdinate, he alwnys carried out
Mr, Henckell’s views, ond when be suseeeded him in his offiss, he
vontinued his palicy.  Infaet, the fruits of Mr. Henoksll's administeation
are for n long timse visible in the history of the distriot; end it is certain
thut its early records derive great interest from the fact that it was two
sieds men s Henekell and Rocke who were at the hoad of aflsies, during
the time which intervened betwoen its first establishmont in 1781, and
the completion of Lord Comwallis’ reforms, which by 1708 had changed
thie first orude attemypts at district government for o systen subitautinlly
the sume us that which ever sines liss prevailed.

XTI —The Poliee difiniistration —17T81-00,

M. Hexesew. arrived of Moorly ‘in the middle of May 1781, and
shortly afterwords submitted his proposals for the
remodeliing of the police foree, The fajdars of
eourse hud alresdy been recalled, to the grest satisfaction of the people
whom tluy grievously oppressed. In faot, the whole polive system
appears to have been one of oppression nnld corruption.  There hail been
foay thunnuhs—Dhusnn, Mirsanagar (near Trimohing), Noabad (now
Khulun), sod Dharmpur, and subordinate to these thannnhs were several
chankies. A thamuh st Bhahujial is also in one place refierred to, There
were puid officors ot the thanuals, but the chaukies worked by means of
goindas or informers, who recaved no salary, and wero, as o natuml
rosult, obliged to obfain o livelihood by capturing innocent persons
anil extorting money from them—a system which the faujdars and
thsnndars, their superions, eortninly made no endeavour to provent, and
perhaps even partook in the guilt of. (M. 24-5-81; 18-6-81)

2. How far these fanjdari police were a terror to ovildoers, it is not
easy tosay. There ware eertaiuly a considerahlo number of poople in jail,
though one is disposed to think that the fnuecent were handly safe from
being mixed up with the guilty. Mr. Henckell goes s fur a4 to say
that tho estublishment of the four thaonahs above mentioned * rendured
it next to impossiblo for decoits and robburs to commmit depradntion
without mevting with their deserts.”  But this is banlly consistent with

Polire sysbem tofiraal,
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what he stabes abant the oppressions of the fanjdurs, and the eollusion of
their subordinates with mbbers, or with the undoubted faet that ut the
time when hu joined the district there were hands of robbers, fifty strong,
rosming aboutit. Ths faujdars, no doubt, did somothing to check roblery
and dacoity; but people were contented in those days with results that
would aow bo considered disgraceful. (M. 24-5-81; 18-6-581.)

3. Wihat Mr. Henckell proposed wae rather a change of personnel
then a chunge of system. Assuming himself the position and uuthority
of tho two abolished fanjdars, he proposed to station at each of the four:
thanniuhs a gindwar, or head police officer, whose business it would ba to
apprehend dacoits and forward them for trial to Moorly. Their sub-
ordinates were not to be informers, but to be foreign sepoys, as native
barkandazes were g0 apt to collude with offemders. His police were to
possees more of the military than of the detective charneter, uned this
geemis to hnve suited the then work. For the aim then proposed was
not the prosecution of minor offences; but the checking of preat onee—
dnooity and norder, snd snch like,. When o dacoity oocurred the
investigation consisted chiefly in following up the gang to their homes;
and ss the gang relied mther wpon their strength than upon the seoray
of their proceslings, this wus simply o guosi-military expedition.  When
the purssuing detaclment seuched the lair of the gang, the saminder
throngh his servante (who had always a semi-police chameter) was
expoctod, and waally compelled by pressurs on the part of the Government
oficers 1o deliver up the men.

4. The zemindars, it should be noted, are not talked of as having
saparate police establishments, They wern ex-
pected, by means of their ordinary servants to
protect property from plander and hand over offenders {o the anthorities;
unil when Mr, Henokell's girdwars and thanadars were appainted, they
were to halp in and to ses ta the performance of these duties, and could
always elaim eo-operution on the part of the zemindars servauta
Mz, Henckoll in an early letter complains that the semindar’s naib st
Bhusna had refised to give paiks and nakdis (armed footmen) o assist
the regular police. (M. 20-0-31.)

8, Tt will be olwarviad thul the establishment of & thaynsh af
Moorly wna no part either of the previvusly existing system of polion
qor of Mr. Homokell's proposals. I presmme Mr, Henekell himsolf
intanded to do the work which in other plioes wos done by the
thanadnrs, Wlhen his proposals wers acoepted by Government, a

K

Zimindurd police.
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forea of fifty sepoys waa sstallishod at Moorly, besides thirty each at
Mirznagar anl Bhuema, and four st Dharmpur, which wis o small
thamah. Noabad ie not mantionsd as baving any such fores ; the foree
stutioned at Kldus in conmection with the ealt department was probably
comsidered to afford sufficient military strength. (M, 2-4-82)

6. Thissystem of palioo, which cost perhaps Rs. 800 o 850 & manth,
turned out far too expensive for the sommonal
idéas of the Govermment. The Government began
by ordering, in oppesition to Mr. Henckell’s
remonstrancea, the substitution of barkandazes for sopoys; uud bafore
this was ecarried out they ordered the sntire abolition of the police
estublishment, except that the force at Moorly was to bo retuined
(ML 2-4-82, (. 20-6-82)

7. The Government order which directed this step declared that
“all zemindars, chaudhris, and talugdars, eonfornmble to the original
and fimdamental tennre on which they hold their zemindaris and other
Innds, are to tuke effectunl ware that no robberies, burgluries, or murders,
be comumitted within their distrite"” They were to do their utmost
to bring all offimders to justios; they were to oreet thannihs whergver
the mugistrate shoulil direct, to appoint officers for them, and to be
nnswerable for the good conduct of the people they stationsd at them,
atl for their obeying the orders of the magistrate; Persons sulliring
from robbery were to be reimbursed for their losses by the remindar of
the lunds where the robbers lived, or of the lands within which the
robbery was commiitted ; and if any zemindar committed ar connived nt
wurder, or robbery, or other hreach of tha peace, he was to be punished
wifh dath. He wns linkle also to panishmont for other misconduct
secording to the nature of the case. (G, 20.8-52.)

8. Under this tremendons order the zemindars were obliged to
give recognizances to carry out the duties required of them, and the
following plaves word salocted flor thannals —

Mirzanagur, Moorly, Lakindi, Khajum, in the Isafpur and Baydpur

Muhammadypur, Batiapara, and Talma, in the Bloisna setatos.

Kaliganj and Jhenida in the Muhsmmadshahi estato, {"T'hesa and
Batinpars had bown ehaukies under the Bhusnn thanoad.)

Ramursdia in Shahrjial.

Noahad Haveli (perguonah Hogla), Muheshpur (pergunnah
Sultanpur), (AL [-12-52.)

Polies  dubles  emtiroly
?ﬁ“"‘" 16 peminidary,
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9. The number of tinnnahs was thus inerensed from five (including
Moorly} to thireen—a decentralization necessitated by the change of
system. The zemindars nuturally objected to having to bear all this
expense, but | cannot find thet eny snswer wus vouchsafed to thair
remopstrances,

10, The mugistrate, as 1 noted sbove, was allowed to retain at
hmd-qu.nrtaﬂ o certain force which was considered to be available for

an expedition to any plece whither the perpetration of any olfenes might
render it sdvisably to despateli then,

L. The number of thannshs appears to have besn changed from
time to time by the magistrate; for in 1701 the mogistrate gives the
following list of then existing thannahs —

In chargs of the zemindars :—Dharmpur, Ichakada (one of the old
chaukies fliar miles west of Magurah), Jhenida, Tarngonia, Maheshpur.

Ly charge of Government :—Thenids and Noshad.

This list (which by some error contains Jhenids twice) shows liss
change than ot first sight might appear; for in 1787 Blusus and
Shalwjial had been transfarred to Iiajshabye with all their thansahs, and
there hud been some rectification of boundaries nlso on the 24-Pergunmula
side. (AL 16-9.91, J, 5-9-87.)

12, This eystem, by wlich the zgemindars bore the bunden of this
police establishments, continuwed in forep fram 1783
nntil 1791 or 92, when Lard Cornwallis reformad
the administration. The magistrates were howover sllowed, for temporary
purposés, to employ girdwars and thansdars; sud under this pormission
the magistrate of Jessore manuged practically to keep up two Govern-
memt thannahs (Jhenids and Nonbad) as noted above; but with this
excoption the whole burden Iny on the zemindars. With an active and
eniwrgutio magistrate like Mr, Honokell, the evila that wonld naturally
spring from suels & palics system hod less clinnes of dovelopment; but still
the utmost that could be said for'it, after some years of trial, was, that the:
polios was batter than it had been in the time of the fanjdars, that is, befors
any Furopean officer was stationed st Jessore, What there wes of
good in it, arose {rom the ciroumstance that the Government and ite
officers practically took upon themselves, and nway from the zemindars,
the supervision nod mansgement of the police work, (M 16-0-81.)

13. The peremplory declurations of June 1782 had, in fuet, become
# dosd letter, Thn zemindars’ linkility to give compensation fior robbery
wis nover enforeed excopt in extrome cwsss. The only pert of the

" Bot Pully eweried ont
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order thet remnined in foroe was that which laid upon them the
ohligntion to keep up and pay for the thannuh establishments; sud even
this part of the onder was, ns we have seen, not enforoed in the ease of
Jhenida prid Noabnd. No other result was possible whore o sort of joint
yesponsibility and authority wes given to the magistrate—a mun of
ensrgy who entered on these matters from motives of duty—and the
wermindar, who no doubt did always s little as he conld, and whoee only
motive was the fear of consequences,

14. The plan of managing the police through the zemindars had
boken down. For the Mehomedan Government, enreless of details,
wtirl desiring nothing but the most superficinl results, it might answer;
but when Euglish wlministration was carriod into the districts, the now
fden mrose that the world was not made for the enjoyment of a fow
proat fumilies, who might manage everything es they choes. Tt was
fmpassible to hope for the due performance of publis duty from indisi-
duals. who hoad pothing to gain by doing their work, amd little or
nothing to lose by mot doing it; and zemindars eould hardly be
expootad to eo-operate zealously with the mngistrates, who had come to
degmive them of their proviously almest irrespousible authority, And
thus the magistrates ignored the zemindars, who were little more than
obstructives, and expectod from them enly obedienve to speeifin onders
addreesel to them. From thal time #ill sow the public duties of
wemindars have continually diminished, and their responsibilitics are
always ohanging from aotual to nominal.

15. A fow words must ba said heso regarding the eetnblishment
of patrol bosts in the Sundirban bdvers. The
route from the eastern districts to Calentta was
very much what it is now; boats entored at Koaun and passed along
by Fukirhnt, Kholnn, scross the Kabadak near Chandkhali, snd & on
pust Kaliganj. Thers was also, as them is now, an onter routs; but
this seetms to hive besn used anly whon the innar one oonld not be,
that i, by large bowts of 1,500 to 2,000 maunds during the dry months.
(L, 81-3-80.) |

16. Thess routes were naturally the msort of robbers; and not
only did people go thers for the express purpose of cammitting robbery,
but many: persons, pursuing ordiarily the cooupation of fishermen in
the rivers, made experimants st dacoity whmnihrmﬂﬂanprmtmuty
ocvttrred.  Frequented thus by robbers, the rivers must have beon
execedingly unsafe, for the route did not then le, as it now Hes, gmid

T Sunddarhar pollos
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onltivated lands and settled villoges, but the rivers then flowed
throngh fovest, and uninhalited juugle lay on both sides of them
(M. 31-9-80.)

17. The Sundarbans were alwnys the resort of robbers and
daecits, and their depredations ot length sttracted the attention of
Governmant, who ealled on the megistrate to propose means for its
prevention, and, adopting his recontmendation, cstablished six gnandboats
to patrol the rivers and escort the ships. This was in 1788, and n year
diid not pass before Government began to repent o Invish an expenditirs,
and to oonsidar that, in necardance with the usual plan, the burdan might
bo advantsgeously Inid on the zemindars. There was ot that time stationed
st Backerganj an officer termed “ commissioner for the suppression of
tobberiea in Backerganj,” and Government thonght they conld do
throngh him and the zemindars all they were bonnd to do. Against this
Hendkell remonstrated strongly, and in consequence of his representation

“the foren of guardboats wos retained. (ML 18-6-81. G. 1-2-88. ML 1-5-88;
41-5-80, G. 10-6-89.)
- - - LJ - L]

18. A fow incidents, guthered from the correspondence of Mr
Henckell, will serve the purpose of shewing the
state of the district ns regands crime and as

rogards police.

19. In the letter writton Immediately after his arrival in 1781,

A deve Tacd, he states that o most noted dusoit, one i Sirdar,
was ot a place forty miles off ; that ho hod often
committed the *most horrid depredations on ryots” The nawab of
Moorshedabud had frequently sent orders to have him arrested, but the
zomindars, to screen him, had always declared he wes dead.  Five
moutlis witer we hesr of this Him Sirdar in jeil; but even there
Mr. Henekoll did not think him safe. Haviug just boen promised o
militury foroe, of which, #s nurmied before, Sty sepoys: wero to be
stationed for the protection of Moorly, he writes nrging their being
sent up quickly, beeause some 300 men had assomblod at Khnlun with
the intention of attempting to reseno Him Sicdor from coufinememt.
(M. 24.5-81; $0-0-81; 2-4-82.)
20. In January 1788 a body of dacoits, about 3,000 in number,
L e S— mnde nn attack upon an escort conveying Iis
- 40,000 from Bhvana to Culoutie.  Thoey murdered
part of tho escort and carried off part of the treasure, 1o wot think

Tnslenoes of crime,
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1he daesits wers maptured ; fifty men were arrested ut Tumlook (Midua-
pora), but they turned out to be the wrong people. (G, 22-1-88; Salt’
Contraller 25-3-81.)
21. Kali Sankar Datt or Bay, the sncestor of the Naral family,
Wall Babar Ray, o »man with whom we shall have more to do lurs-
B ufter, makes his firsd ppposrance in Mr. Honekell's
luttirs na “u dacoit und s notorions disturler of the pease.” T repent
hero simply what I fiud written in the lotters, ot Kuli Senkar appears
to have been much more of o *lathil sermindar than s desoit.

22, Onthe night of 8th June 1784, Kali Sunkar, with his brother,
Nundu Dutt, and an armed band, attucked and plundered a rice hoat
and woumded the manjbi. To arrest the plunderers Henekell ssnt out
8 band of sepoys ander n givdwar, Kutballsh, who came up with the
enemy af Naml, Ksli Sankar, however, had 1,500 men thore, and
prepared 1o give battlo, forming his men into four divisions. The fght
Iasted three hours, and Kali Saukar gained the day, having killed two
and wounded fiftesn of the magistruto’s foree; Kutbullah himself was
smong the wounded.

2% On receiving tidings of this defest, Henckell sant out
reinfimeements, and suceeeded by their means in enphuring Nandu Datt
and other ringleaders, but Kali S8ankar himself could not be found. He
hiad flod to the protection of the semindar of Nuttors, who, when ordared
to deliver him up, let him escape to Caleutta, where he was agein
conccalnd by the somindar’s Caloutts sgent.  After mueh trouble and
dolqy he wos finolly apprebended and was brought into Moorly under
an escort of forty men, s measure which *teuded to metore pesce and
tranguillity to the provines,” (ML 27-6-84; 19.7-84 ; 80-8-84; 4-1-85;
13-4-85.)

24. The enso is not further noticed in the cormspondence, but T
am informed Kali Sankar was tried by the darogs and got off. The
particulars I do not kuow, but T was told that the offenice he committed
wia not o dacoity properly spoaking, but s *lnt-tarme” intended to
annoy o wealthy mercantile family who had offended himi, Sl he
surely ought to have boen punished for his srmed resistancs to his appre-
benilers.

25, The oomduct of the mjs of Nattore in this case is & fuir

Collimion of semintazs  Speeimon of the manner in which he Jerformed
whk reimiusle, the polie fimotions sxpecdded of him  Me
Hunckall complaing, on 300 August 1784, that the rajn does not proparly
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keap up thie Bhusns thainal, and cortainly there was much daooity going
ot in Bhusna.  Abont the same time that Kali Bankar's case ocurred, an
attnok was made on the Bhusna thannak by o body of armed men, who
rescued eight doooits in confinement there; and at the same time another
body ulso was out in Bhusna, committing depredations. (M. 27-6-84.)
28. The raja of Nuttors was not the only zemindar who connived
Ineream of eima and A the escape of grest offenders. It appears to
e romedy, linvs been far too common s practice; and the
noturnl esult was an incresss of crime, which shewed itself markedly
in 1785 and 1786, In the end of 1786 both the collector of Mulum-
mudalinhi snd the resident of Somabaria (cloth factory) wrote to the
mngistrate, eomplaining of the frequent robberies aml the numerous
bagds of duooits, and desiring the landholders to ba ealled on to do their
duty. Mr. Henckell's answor to the latter i= noteworthy. He wrote
that he had sent a fores to geek out und apprehend the delinguents, snd
had warned the zemindars to give him information of all robheries ; and
he sent to the resident n dacoit whose sentence of death had. just
arrived, requestivg him to hang him in o conspicuons place near the
fhctory, and thus * strike terrorinto the dacoita” (M. 5-3-85, O, Muham,
24-12-86. Res. Son. 28-12.86. M. 4-1-87,)

27. Anevent in 1788 will afford an example of the boldness of
danoits in thoes times. In October of thot year a body of daccits
attacked a boat wiich contained wight sepoys, commanded by a naik,
and of the sepoys three were thrown overboard and drowmed. Tha
daceits fir o time got olear off, but a party was sent after them to captore
thami, ‘They effected the capture of twenty-two, but only after two or
threa of their paty were woundad. (M, 23-10-88.)

28, More information under this head will be found when wo
nitico the relutions between the magistrate and the eommercial depart--
ments, and the Hghts between them.  But it is necssary first to muks
somn remarks au the judicial armngements.

XIV.—The Aiduidmistration of Criminel Juntive —17T81-00.

We have alréady statod that the magistrate had no judicial oriminal
powers; mll that he dil was to recedve cassa from his police subordinntes
and send them am, if he thought fit, for trial before the dorogs, an
officor entirely subordinats to the nazim.
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2. In 1785 the Gyvernment empowored mogistrates to hear
Maghirte muprmmd PEULY 0nBes of assault, nbuse, and pilfuring, end to
SENpE: POy Sunts. inflit in thent punishments not exeesding four
days’ imprisonment or 15 stripes. DBoyond this no interference we
made with the daroga’s anthority until the establishment of Lord
Oornwallis” system. (G, 15-4-85).)
3, The delay in the hearing of eases seems to have hoen very
Gt Aelayn: great. From the statements of 1700 it sppears
that the acousad took, on an svemge, 4 month
to pass ont of the megistrate’s hauds into the daroga’s, and there they
remsined for months. The magistrate, reporting on the system niter
ten yonrs' tral, says that if confession i= obtained from the seoused; or
il proofs ave speedily produced, sentence may b pronsuneed within
saven ar eight months ; and in cases whero there is no suels plain sailing,
hio gives instances where the secased hove remained under trind for four,
anil oyen for six years. 1t is corfuinly one smnll set-oif agninst this that
persons who had been tried and were waiting for the sentencs to come
from the nasim were sometimes lot out on badl, and even wmnrderers
nod robbers were so treated. (M. 10-12-80.)

4, For this tremendous delay there was no reason in the smount
of work to ho done, for the average wis only ahout one ouse euch day
between the magistrate and the davogn. The season Tay in the absurd
system by which almost overy trial in Bengal lsd to be laid before the
naib nogim for order, instead of being dedided on the spot.

6. It'is impossible to judge now of the quality of the justice

aldminictored in the darpgns’ conrds.  The diaroges
-0 seom to have tended to lenity, for the magistralo
complains in one place of the small sentences awwnded in cases of robbory
and murder, and soggests that the magistrate should be allowsd to
station n man in the duropas’ courts o see to the proper conduting of
cases.  In the rehirn of April 1791 T find some mees of muonder and
robbery punished with 39 stripes, or with four months' or ono yoar's
imprisonment. (M. 16-12-80.)

6. Mhe punishments swarded were doath, imprisonment, stripes,
or the loss of s Hmb, The imprisonment was
oftan. perpetual imprisonment ; and frequontly
sontenoes of imprisonment were passed without specification off period,
or during pleasurs, or tutil the prisover mude reparation of the injury
ho had inflicded, or until he found ssenrity for good wondiet.  When the

Tumishmenis
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British Government weswmed slnege of the jaile, in the beginning of
T it woe found that of 300 prisopers in the Jessore jail, there: weme
0% guses in whicl the imprisoument wae thus unlimitel,  Some of
thoes muses wor of mundor, but wost of them wem of robbery ; ang
‘onad was o onse of sssauit. . There can be no doabt that the men: s
imprisaned were'simply forgotten. (M. 11-2-02.)

7. Uns peenline proveeding. desorves note,.  When 8 mun was
wrrested His property wos also at ths ssme time seizad.  If ho wos
tizlly eomlesguad, lis property was conflseatod ; if he wis relvased, the
poperty was metirned to him, minus the deduckions privately nude by
the palios officials whoes duty it was to pturn it 1t wis certainly vy
unressontbly Gor the eriminal murts i the damn bresth to confisents
W man's property and sentense him to make repamtion for his olfonice
il sty in prison il ho did so. (AL 16-9-01.)

8. The jaile were in charge of the daroges, and not of the
iagistrates; and the trestment of prisopors was o subjset Hhat reckived
uis proper-attention st the hauds of the Musalman
(fovernment, o that the magistrutes woro always
pointing ont theinsuflicionny of the means adopted for punishment.  The
disciyiline . enfireed among convidds was so lax, thiit the prissners wers
huridly deborrod from. frve interocurse with ontsiders.  They remained
porfootly wdlp, and in some cnses n2 least, i not in all; were allowed to.go
to muke bigar for themslves,  Tmprisonment eould therefore hardly be
wery effimoiors as o deterront. Lo of a linh ane would think to Je u
dotervent punishment, but the megistrate says thot prisoners we ofton
lrouglit up under new charges who have already lost one or even 1wo
limhs,  Death flsalf aven hail few dermons to men who wers fatalists s far

a8 thoy bk noy oreod at all, (ML 2-4-82, 0. 20-7-87. M. 10-12-80)
. A 8o warly na 1782 Mr. Houokoll pointed out this, sl supgested
fhat suitopious prisoners might bo snt to pea, as 80 many eaplaing of |
ships wom then looking for mmtive eailors snd could uot get then
The gending- prisoness to ses wonld muke them loso their mats, and
thus adid & vew and offwtive aloment to the pumishment,  The ordinary
prisonies Mr. Henckall proposed to employ v such publio works s
wern thon going oo ot Budge-Budge, (AL 2-4-52.)

1. Nothing onme of this propesal, but Mr. Honvkell aftirwnels
... woposed @ now scheme, which for somm time burw
S N tﬂm fame of the *Sondurban plax” I wes »

solimie for the reelamation of the Sundurbsts partly by giving grants Lo
- L2

T of coguicts
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sentindurs mnd talugdars, partly by means of convicts,  We shall treat
uf this jilan sabsigquently, and notive it now suly w0 far ss regands the
proposal fo estabiliah & conivict colony by allotting smstl graats of Tnnds
10 all but the most atrocious offmders.  With regand to these last,
My, Flinolioll was odnsistont in lis opamion thit there was only one way
with them—namely, to send them out of the country. (M. 3-3-84
2, 20787
11, The Boanl of Ttevenus, who wers then the suthorities also in

eriminal matiers, approves] the schieme, aond My, Flendoell appliod for long-
tomm prisatieny from all the districts sonmd whots t be seut o Tin, thet
his vonvict olony might be commonced.  Nothing, huwever, wus dous in
the wity of so disposing of prisoners. (D 30080 M. 22:11-85.)

12, Agsin Mr. Hunckell submitted another propeal fr the

S ettt treatment of gonvietn. It wns! that Tomg=term
© farout Iabor et & prisaniora shoull all be transported, and that those

of shiorter torms shonll be made to work on tols.  This propueal was
+ wpproved by the Governor Getieml, who recammendad its wlaption o
thie noih nozinr. T do not know if it was thon earriel into affoct, bof
thi systen of amploying prisoners in road works wis in opertion shortly
aftor the eviminal admmistestion was tmnsforeed from . Muhonadin o
Pritish-hande. (G0 21-5-48, O, 7-2-98; 17-2:00; 21-4.00.)

XV —The Administention of Cind Jyatice —1TRE-H0,

B far w hinve bean writing solely of Mr, Tenckell’s dutics as magistoito;
e, bt his principal designadion and his principal
duty wus that of civil judgs: Thors is naturally
avery. litfle of intervst attaching to this bransh of his duty, for ulnost all -
tha correspotidmum tefiis to partioulay enses whicle buve long ago Jost
all their intaret.
3. Of other and snbordinate civil judges no mention i mado il
ms peberred 1o MEer the -:'-:Iz- of 1703 permittel the sppointment
i of moonsills ; but before that date & grest deal of
the petty work nsed to be done by the zemindars end naibe, to whom
b judgs roforred cuses for disposal.  Ho did not s0 wefor casesihove
He 100 in value, but such cases were very fow,
8. Thiz svetem of reforence did not work woll,  Almost all the
suits wore suits roganding land, or disputes abont brambutter {or ront-
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frou) el ar claims in cepedt of exossive demand of rent In
all thees nutlors the pemindams nod their naibe had w divet interest,
oppasoil. generally o the complainants; and referones wually meant
denial of justice. Mr, Henckell was so well wware of this, that e
than half w ywar ofter his arrivel ot Jessorn be appointed ameens,
or subordinete judges as it wers, al Bhuosms and of: Shabogial, to
whon eases might be eeforred. This however was, on grouods of
vconsomy, disapproved by the Government, (3. 21081, M. 18-6-81
S.DA. b-4-52)
4. We must not awand to the judge of 1781 the sume puramount
Liiited gower of i Jurislickion which the judge of 1870 exerciws,
Juulgre for he hud little to do with the sote of nther
pubiio offivers.  Bach department was, 68 it wero, completo in itself:
e judges wury, for exampls, prohilited entirely from interforing
o quistions aboul rent and ovenue, these being solely within the
vollestor’s jurisdiction. Their relations with the commercial dopart-
monts, which ware shoilar, we slall presently disouss in foll. 8o’
uleo, it matlers wntively within thelr adhority, they were fo consult
the comveniance of other dopartments.  Hyots engaged in the Com-
puny's manufbotares they could not summon otherwiso than through
the Comgpany’s manufivturing officers; and they were enjoined to be
apecially coreful o suminoning sny one during the sensan of heavy
rovenus oolloctions, that is, the months immedintely following the
nnttmy and cold-weather lorvests (G G-12-81 1 162483 2-T-BY
J, 27.11.82,)

. 'Phe vl jurisdiion ot that time wes rulsd eather by thy
dofonidlant’s residenos than by any other consider-
ation; # complainant huad to peek relress ol the
hands of the judge to whom the defindant wis subject. We comsquintly
find ouses of trunsfors of suits from one district to muother; mond sometimes,
when bwo o theeé semindars hoaving their residenoss in different
districts are fghting sbout w pioss of lund, we fid the juilges of the
diffzrent districts copresponding about the cuse.

6. Similarly, wo find the various magistrates traating each other
somewhat like potentatis of nl.uuouni wnintriea.  The ono tulls the other
ol momnn offmder taken refligm in this othee's districl, aud requests him
to eapturs him; the other having sifectod the meptum, mills oo the fist
to give svidonee of the olfsnder’s guilt. in onder that ho might hnnd
himg over, (M. 21-4-88)

Inteeatisteles polatiin



XVIL—2he Salt Depavtuvent and ifs Fighte wilh the Magisteinte —1781-90,

Bisques thie departnents that Tud to di with the sdministeotion of justion
and the eollection of Tevenue, there were the con-
mermal departinsnts. Thero wes nsalt dopartment,
whost jurisdiction extended all over the south of the distzict; and whose
Toeml hifef wus n salt ngent, s My, Ewart. Mr. Bwart had two or thoes
uenstnnts, sud an untmsited momber of sabordinates, incloding a small
wiilitnry force st Khinlna.  The head-quartors of the salt department were
#t Khulns (for the so-called Raymangal provison of salt) and Jaynnagar,

There wes also a oloth fuctory at Sonstwris, and snother st
Buran, now both within the Hmits of the 24-Per.
gritrinalis,

9, If the Government were now to establish any commercinl
_ : tronsactions in the districts, it wonld render all
i dts servants and all their trapssetions amenable
it the ordinary course to the estallished courts of judlesture. Dut
puch wis not the system in foree in 1781 'The judicial departments
werd sxpected to consuit the convenience of tho salf deputment, just ns
ik, as the salt department wus expested to yiald to that of the eourts
of judicature. Mot only were disputes srising out of salf trmnsedions
declnred to be. degidable by the salt officials; nnd not by fhe ordimery
pourts, hiit the eourts wore oven to avoul sending for persons smguged in
the Compuny’s salt manulictures during {lieir working seuson,

3, The slt officials were in the district Jung beforn thero was
any oivil court estublishod within it. They hod therefors all along -
mwl unsontrollisd authority in their own matters, and wiin o jodge
et to Jessore they were dispossd to resnt his interforonee. O the
other hand, the jndgn, when he camo to the distriot, eome withou! any
| instructions ns to his relations with the walt sutharities, anl
wis disposed to tiink he had jurisdiction in matters in whick they wee
eoncerned ia well as f1 okher matters

4. Thepe con bee Hittlo donlt thst the salt system was foundod upon
R, Eh“ most griovous oppiression.  Tle plan Mll_fﬁl‘fi

in the munufactire wae that the salt agemt, o his
nazistants, cottraoted with certain pepons cnlled malanglies fortheongago-

Thie slithi fuirkirre,
-
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ment of peopls us sali-boilors.  To thess muluoghies lurge advances wer
mards, wnd they in thir turn made sdvanies to galt-loilas or mribandars.
Tie eontract with these mathondurs woe that they wers at o esvtail
pemsty o the year to proosed to spudifiad places far south in the Sundar-
hectis, and thers i give their pemsanal labour in the menuficturs of palt.

A Now, the mulanghios were an nnsempulons ruce of men,  Bound
by iy contmets to produce . certain number of salt-boilars, they
cared Little Low it was dond, aud it was directly o their inteest that
the maihandars shoukd got as little an possible for their labour,  Tha
uinihandirs wom impresssd smd compelled’ by fore to tako advasoms
Hlaving tuken advances, they were compelled to loave their homes nnd
go to wonk like sloves nt thie salt-pans.  If they refused, the maladglics
compluined nguinst them to the salt officials, whe, being dinsetly interested
in the extension of salt mouofoeture, wors: mus to finad the nmﬂmnﬂm
1o be in the wrong; il they complained ngainst the mulanghies, thoy
oconld coriplain only to the salt officials, who were sure to side with thiir
oppressors.  The mulanghise wore vested also with portain. powens fo
euslile thom to drve the mathanders to work, and to recover their
advuncos from them.,  Thess powers wirw dreudfully ahosad by the minlee
ghies; who strove to make money by their exerciss, sure ulwiys U eume
ol st wheno any complaint was mads aguinst their doings,

6. When, theraford, the judge came to the distriet, it wos natural
that the maithendars should apply to hine for protection, and he speut
o oot desl of troublo in ndjusting matters between the mnibinndats
amil flie malanghies, who wero doturmined to recvive buck Bs. 20 for
ovary s, 4 they hal sidvanced.  The deputy salt agont resmted 1hiis wa
posching upon his preservos, but Henekell responded by eondemning the
pppression of the malanghies, and the subontinate salt ngenta who wem
in collusion with them, sad said Le slould provide sagainst tielr ropeating
their conduct.  (J. B-U-8L) :

7. This wis only the first note in the wwr that broke ont between

et Wnee | Jsiiat | TEbukoll ind the walt officinls, who now for the
Axl e ault uilisuss first time had nn olserves of their desds.  Mr.
Heonekall continued to hear and determing dispules srising from salt
transsetions, till oue duy in 1784, when Mr. Hemekoll's poots lind gone
Yo arrest and attach the propeety of u julgut-debtor who owed somn
money on secount of slt advances, Mr. Ewnrl, tho salt ngent, arceutod
the peons and complained to Governmont against Mr. Henekdll's
iiteifironce. A second time he did tle same thing, arresting o bienly' of



LlD LT 0N TEER

prons sent by Henckell  The sl of these proceedings wis, thad the
Board of Revenuo ditested (he slt agont to withilesw his. protetion
Gt the judgmeat-dobtor,  Mr. Ewnt did-so, but bosk e fisst to let
the debtor alspond, (), 12-10-84 ; 20-10-84 ; 14-11-84; 5-8-55.)

8 Ashort time after this, Mr. Hunkell sulimitted to Government
Oipprossicnt by (e i compluint regarding thy proceedings of the slt

ultieors. e~ agent wnd his subordinates, of whose condiict be
pives some exnmplos. First ho nurested the mse of & an el
Julm Poters, o subordinate of Mr. Bwart’s, who had impressed fifteen
boutmen who wers quife unwilling ta serve: To reduce them to obedisnse
Fetern onployed such foreo that four of them Lisappesssd, and were
supposed to live lost their lves; othoers of them were put in conflnement,
Henekell toceiving intalligonce hnd sent oul men to roloase thess
Intter, but Mr. Ewart met thom in parson, und by foree previmbed their
\exeunting their intention. (AL 12-5-85,)

9, Anothor case he ropresentad, whore Mr. Ewart had sent nn ngen,
me dngmohan, to o village with an order upon the villagets to deliver
up whutever mailundars they had  If they dd not oley, Mr. Ewart
Hireatoned to send o military foree {which he lud under him) 1o ssiss the
first porsons they ceme neross. When the agent Jugmolion cume with
his eacort, the people remonstentod wilh him, saying that they had never
e milgert to the salt manufuture; hot this exoise he woald not hpdr;
gl liy séivod nnd best their headmon.  This exasporated the villagem,
wh attempted o resoue, but fonr of them were shot dows by ths agent’s
men. My, Honokell, when he rocsived iuformmdion of this vutrage,
sl i wurrant, to werest the agrend, bot, as in the other wes, Mr. Bwart
b protocted him, and would uot let him bo arrestod, (M. 19-5-85
23--806.)

1. The Board callod on Mr Ewart fur explanations in thess
matters, anl hongl these wers not satislictary, they merely warnid
Mr. Ewart ugainst them in future. The Board seem to Ly Deutr awirs
tant the sult manuficture wes not foundsl on (e good will ol the ryata
angaged iw it, but accoptod (s comdition of sflsins as wavoidatilo,
(B, 26-10-85.)

11, The waming of the Bourd had fittle sl wpon Mr, Esasrt,
Within u montly after he receiverd it, wo find Lim
pursuing the sume line of sonduot. Tt was ghout
this time that Mr Henckall bl hﬁFﬂ]‘[ hin Sugedarban
gmuts of lunds in the Suderbann to talugdars wiio

Furiles

plan, giving
engngnd to renlaim
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thwm. Mr. Ewist saw dangur in this, for it would enate o competition
(1r the part of the-grantees for the labour of the ryots whotn he sought to
ke for salt maiMloture. =0 one duy, ascompanied by s armed forve,
hor went to call oo # eemindur’s grmashta to produge thise of lLis ryots
who werm: subjoct to salt tatmfacture, He met with some tesistune
that is, the gonmshts declined to himsolf give up noy ryots, and wpen
thifs Ewnrt proosedsd to seize some of them; et that moment he saw
e ryots who appeared to be coming in his direction, and thinking
thoy were intending n resoas, he fired on then, killing oue wnd sovely
wonnding ancther. (M. 20-11-85.)

12, Within & month after this another precisely similar affray took:
place, whien Mr. Ewart's men procecded to ano of the Sundarban grants
(s soize soms ryots employed there, whom thoy alleged to be subjoct o
it minufactore.  On-this ccoasion me mau was ldlled and two wori
wormdad, (M. 15-12-85.)

13, Tessam was not the enly disteict where there was fonid botween

the judicial and the salt departments, for we find
Smin ftesteny the sl comtroller, in .ﬁ.pﬁﬁ 785, eomplaining £
Government of the interfensnce in salt mattors exormised by the judges
hath of Moorly ani of 24=Pergunnnlis. He proposed to Govermment
sertiin Tiles of procedure inteuded to prevent the dlushing of suthority.
Those yules; as wes natural when they emnnated from the salt depurt-
wisst, wiere upon the basis of non-interfarenco by the eonrta in quetions.
_.ﬁ.ing out of salt prdm]ings; thip oonrts wore fo hnve oo oognisRnom
in onses of oldims upm malanghiss or maibandars, e Hemokall
objscted to letting the salt authorities aet withoat control in Chess
mintters, saying that not only the malpnghies, but their mh-rmiﬂﬂbﬂﬂ
(oalled fifislis), wers guilty of the greatest abuses. of their nuthority, sod
continually setzed men by foroe o make them work as ealt-boilers: ho
alloged albo that when complnints worn msde to the salt ngent ha pofunid
to pay attention to themy, and when people complained in the regalar
vourts, the it agent panished theo for it (. 10-5-580. J. 41-5-85.)
14 The rules of 1785 were, howsver, setiled in norly the sume
_ torms us they wore proposed.  The judge was to
oy have no cognizance in pumly salt disputes, nnil
in the mse of olais of & different nuture wnde ngninst ey ong
engagod in salt munifacture, the judge was, i thoy wero peity, to
rfir then fi repirt to the agent ;- and if they wore nof petty, to decitle
thm I:I.i.l'-l-t’l'dr., ll.l.'lﬂ.ll.l!‘!li"g thie Ilﬂ.l"hf.:li lhh!l'ls'h the sll I‘Ih‘l‘!ll ﬂm:l
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whjoumning the mses if they wero hrought of a time when the proseace
of the defondant would oause invonvenience in the salt manifacturs.
“Mhe agent was als to exerciss cortain eriminal pufters, subjest 1o n
repent to the judge. These vulos did not abviate the danger of collision
beatween the dopsrtments; thay mther put it in ‘the power of the salt
diopirtment 8t any tme to dday procesdings to whiclh they wers
ppposed, by alleging then to interfors with their work. The Guvernment,
1 wm afraid, wns mom careful of its salt maoufactore thua anxious that
tven-linnided justico chould be done to all persine cennetsd with i,
The niides minde the salt affieers still the arbiters of their own procecdings,
wied &1 no way controlled them in their orhitoarines,
15, 'Theso rogulations were laid down during the osmrrencs of
They il w0 vieck e 100 ovents, axamplis of which T huve jud heey
ejprpeensiana giving; lut ms some of the incddents referred fo
woowrred after the promitigation of the rules, it s protty svident that the
riiles had failed to attnin their objeot. - At lengti Mr. Henckall's vopeatod
panplaints indoced the Govermment, in Jenuaey 17868, to send down
Mr. Evans, the deputy salt enntroller, to inquire reganding them, and be
fized his station sod held his inquiries st Manirempur. [ eould not find
whother (he resnlt of the inquiry was or was not Bvornble to the all
department. 5o fur a8 T infer, the report was, as regards thalr sanidne,
rather apologetic than exoulpatory, for the result was that the Board of
Tevenus again desired the controllor to propose rulvs that would prevunt
thi dliaghing of nnthority. (M. 7-1-86. B, 30-3-88.)

16, The axthorities, however, had not ssased to alash, for wo find
two notable instances in the sams vonr. Tn the
fivwt: case M. Ewnrt, suspooting ons of hia Fiary-
pean enployés of committing embozsloment, helid him iy eomfinemont
at Khilon.  Mr. Henckell soosived information of 35, and roloasisd the
‘nan foom confinement on the ground that the charge wisnot sutisfurtniily
auily ont. The seoond ense was connooted with the man Tolti Peters,
whinn we lave before mentioned, us guilty of using groat hm'ﬁmt}'
mﬁmﬂnghﬂ'l orew whor ho bad impressad. . Tn Otober 1755 we Gad
this same John Petars weonsed of wantonly maltreating a man suply
Detnise bis thor had Beon guilly of the griovous afmen of wooking
rockress st the judge’s hands for some injury ho lad sulfired in mlmﬂ
woslt mntber. Now, I# wis noensed by ome My Povery, apparently o
tmader of Chupnngnr, of © committing  essault upon him, . and Mr
Hemukel] sent vot s wirmol o arresd ling; bul My, Ewart st o St of

Furtfus diepatis
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ey, and prevented the warpant being exeoutod. Sulsequently, howevor,
the Government compollad Ewart to deliver up Peters. (ML 27-0.80;
20-10-80; 26-11-9; 19-12-50.)
17. In the beginning of IT87 wa find M. Henekell ronowing
: . his complaints ngainst the salt subordinates, He
' nllegss thet the malanghics oxtort money by
seizing poople’s childron, and that the salt agent’s people commit extors
tion alse by seizing boats on pretonce of sardhing for salt anil detaining
thest fill peyment is made. In the lntter ense Mr. Henekoll hinusolf
tested the trath of the statements made to him by hiring and sending o
boat along Uhe roitte whers these depredations oonored.  His boat wis
soized and detained for three months. (3. 4-2-87 1 20.4-57))
18, At longth, in 1787, Mr. Henckell submitted & proposal for the
P aali departmens e FOf0PM of the salt department. Tmcing most of
Torrmnd o Menckails plt. {6 avils in it to the employment of malanghios as
go-betweens, men who had no intorsst in acting houestly, snd who
only abused their powers for purposes. of extortion, he proposed that
they shoulil be ubolished, and an attempt should be mado to work by.
udyanciug diroet to maihandars,  Tlo siated that there was no resl
unwillingness to work in the salt manufheture, provided the mathandam
ooulidl be convineed they would receive just treatment.  The advances
nght o be wailo ot . earlier season, pomindirs should be . informed of
the sumber of maihandam required of then, and plases shoulil lo fxel
for their nesombling, Cnteherries shoulid be established for the regulsr
hoaring of somplaints, and to ensure. the muilundum recsiving propor
pay.  Also that the stores shoulld be provided by the agent’s peoplie’
The manufacture roquired the maihandars to leave their Lonies to
proveed far south. of the inhwbited parts of the district: te food wae
of oourse obtainabls there, and the ordinary plan of lenving the
mathundirs to provide for their own food left them at the mepsy of
malanghies and othors, who wers able to import their supplies frat
the noertli. _
1) Abova all, to give the system a fair trial, Mr. Hemokall
offered Tiimsalf o nnderdake the duties of salt agent.  The plau would,
ho said, have this advantage, that it wonld unite in the same individual,
tiatgoly himself, the denling with the claims for rent on the mailmndars,
and tha dealing with the claims on them that area otd of salt troms
notions. The farmer was part of his duty ne collector, and Mr. Henokall

had pow. boon wolloctor, for a year, and iy thal coposify alwo hol Tiasd
u
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diffioulties with the salt department, who were too ready to protect from
demands for reut maihandsrs sngagad in salt momufieture, (. 20-7-87.)

20. Tho Governor Greneral approved the proposals of Mr. Henokell,
anl directed him to take charge of the salt agency so fur us regurded
the Baymangul division, Mr, Ewart having to confine limself to the
Backerganj sido, Mr, Homckell accordingly put out a proclamation
inviting mﬂmdmmnﬂummlmnmmﬂﬂgﬂm
sssuring them that there would be no impressing of Iabour, nod that
the former theory would be abandoned, wherehy a man engaging
limself for one year was held liable to impressment every succeeding

your.  To this proclamation the Boand expresly added o dause, stating
that, if Government found thit the salf manaficture eoulid not be eurried
on on the basis of the good-will of the ryots, it would abandon it
altogether. (G, 3-9-57, B. 21-9.57)

21, This pew poliey probably entailed a little loss to begin with;
add, in fact, we find Mr. Henckell anticiputing some diminution in the
galt yrovision for the first yosr. Bub the Government sdbered to the
resolution they had adopted, to earry an their salt dopartment without
any sysem of impressment.  Lord Cornwallis's salt dopartment rales of
December 1788, subsequently codified into the Regulation 29 of 1704,
contoin slmost all the eloments of reform proposed by Mr. Hemekall.
The salt-boilers wore to be perfoctly froe to engnge or not ne they liked,
mnd steps were tuken to ensare liberty of action on thair part and to
seonry them from ill-treatmont,  T'he ealt ngont, in fact, was meds to be &
protector to them instead of a sluve-driver; and, wherever possitile, thi
system of divect dealing with them was to be adopted instead of the
system of intermedinries, from whom, us Mr. Henekell had pointed ont,
nnd as the mygnlation expressly admitted, the abuses which previously
existed lind chiofly originated. (0. 25-10-87.)

22, Thess proceodings, being as they were an implied eondom-

Whie sl ifiesn mfiine 0 T184I0T Of the salt department, were not very well
watimit. received by the malt officers. Mr. Bwart flvet
objected to ihe proclamation, that it would prevent him petting men fur
his part of the work, which still procseded on the 014 plun; but Govern-
mant svoided this objection by specifying distinetly the limits within
which the proclamation wns to have validity. Mr. Ewart then trangreses]
thoso limits aod dnveded Henokell's division, his mmlanghies theew
ndvance-money into the malbandars” hovses and seissd the mathandars
on protext that they had taken wdvances. He would not give over
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oharge, but had summoned the malanghies and was condudting his
operations ns befora.  Mr. Honckoll wstirally somplained of ull thess
procesdings as tending to impair all the good effect of his proclamatiog
and ruining his schome, and the contwoller in reply, while he mada
Eownrt give over ohnrge, directed that the sdvences already made shonld
bo worked out, a stipulation to which Flenckell of eourse ohjecded,
" insisting that the pergunnals affected by the ndvances should be separated
off from his division. The salt department got up also another squabble,
for when Mr. Henckell, taking charge of the Raymangal divieion,
degired o peoupy the offices and podowns at Khulns, Mr. Ewart,
objected to give them up, declaring that they wers, in part at liust, his =
own property, amd desiing Mr. Henckell to ocoupy the houses at
Jaynagar, which, though sufficiently contrieal for Mr. Ewart whon ha
hind furge of the salt agenoy as far east as Backerganj, wus far from
ventrieal o fur as regarded the Maymnngnl division, of which alone,
Mr. Henckell had charge.  The salt controller, who was hinssed fn favour
of his own departinent, decided this point also against Mr, Henokell/
(C. B0-10-87 ; 4-12-57; 13-12-57; 1-12-87,)

23, Howover, the change wos in the end eflected, and it put an
end for the time to the constant quarrels between the deportments.
The records say nothing for soms years of sall mutters, probuhly
becanse all the books and papers bearing on salt were mode over to the
galt department when the sali agenoy was re-transforred. 1 cammot
say therefore whether Henckell was or was ot smocessfnl ns salb
sgent ; and tho fuet of a re-transfor taking place, which it did ahout
threa years after, proves nothing, for it was fir move likely nttributable
to Lard Cornwnllis's re-organization of all departments than to any
bad success of the new system.  Some Hme after the re-transfer thevs
again broke out quarrls bstwoen the departments, the history of which
wo will seo when the time comes.

XVIL—T% Cloth Fuelorics,—1 TR1-610.

Tire disagreements bebween the julge und the Company’s oloth
_ cstnblishmonts weee abmilar in paturs, 'hu; Wi
I not #o violent asthose with the salt establishments,

The system of the cloth manufacture was, that the muia:lunt_.a or smperin-
tendsats of the fuctories, of which there were two, Sonubaria und Buran,
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within Jessore, made advances thraugh their sabordinates to the native
mvmﬂmmhmmgmthdrwmuhthhﬁuﬁm. _
2. The judge began recoiving and listoning to complnints made
The fslge aswsts W DY Wonvors against the commercial residents’ mon,
sty that they mmle an excessive demnnd wpon thom
ond were forving them ugsinst their will to receive sdvanees ; and hs
entertained ale demands for sums dus from peoplo engaged fn the doth
manufacture. The superintendents of both the factories wivte to
him in 1788, complaiuing of this as an infingement of their
wuthority, soying that the matters wero for them to decido and
the judge had uo business to summon persons engnged in théfr dipart-
ment. Tn Mr. Hendkell's answor to these complaints, ho saye that he
bl Boen in the habit of referring these matters for disposal to the
‘eommservial offivers, but ho found that justios was not dons, sod Lo was
obliged to dooide tho cases himself.  Thers wero apparently some cloths
of whidh tho Company had declared themselves to have monopoly,
lor Mr. Henckell says in this letter that he never interfored fn: cases
where monopoly eloths wore concerusd, but only where the gomualitas
hod been making illogitimato demands oy the wesvers i respoct of other
oloths. He stated ales that the gomashtas were using thoir authority
to catumit oppressions on the ryots, and that they were not propetly
controlled by their own officers.  (Superintendent, Buray, 22-7-H6,
Bupmrintondemt, Sonabaria, 14-0-86, M. 27-7-80: Al-8.86)
@ About the time that this corpondence wos going on, the
Government published  cortain wgulations (o
-l provent the disling of suthority botwean the oivil
and eommércial authoritiod : probably the diffionlty had soisen in othor
districts also. These rogulations ware to this effect. The resident was i
hoep m list of Company’s weavers, and lio was empowored ) sumnion nuy
woaver ho chise to ssk him whethor or not b would eousent to weave
fur the Comprny,  Zemindars wire forbidden to imprigon Cormipany s
wenvers in case of their defuulting in rent (0 rule whinh assuimes they
hind thio power of mprisonment in other casex), but they were bomnd to
give thom pottahis, and then if they defiulted, they woro to spply to the
eomoerinl resident, When & orimina] chargn wns muds against any
weaver, if it wme not & seriouz one, it wos o be refarred (o {1y r=ident
for inquiry and report ; and in case of o dhorge sgainst an nizent, rodross
was firsl to bo sought From the resident, and if not satintiod with his
judgment the ecmpluinant might apply to the oollestor. (14-0-683,)
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4, These rules still Lol the commerdial dopartment unsontrolled,
and s year later we find Mr. Henckell complaming

ﬁw”"‘“u““'_m'“&u“; of the sril-doings of the gomashins or sgents

He says, they impress wenvers in all directions,
even though they are not regular Company’s weavers; that many of
the latterhad, sinoethe establishment of the court in the district, sought
reddress from it, and had their engngements cancelled ; that the resident
ot his oloths cheaper than the men eould sell in the market, by which
I presume he mesns that the weaverns would nof, unless eompellid,
soll to him ; amld that he impresses all the weaving labourin the district on
thi plea that the Company's investment requires it all. He nrgued that
Pl questions of impressment shoull be decided Defioe the civil ourt,
and not betiro the residint, who was too apt to fsvour his own men; sod
desired nlso that the weavers should bewnder thy samo ropulnfions ns sl
others were, 80 (ar as regunded realization of arreurs of st They
wire g0 ensily able to deley payment, when in ewse of their defaulting
g0 many meforences. wore required, and other people conld snd did
onusy mmilar delaye by fulsely plowding the protection of the factery.
(€. 27-6-87.)

&, No change, howaver, appears to have been made in the regu-
lations, for next year sgain Honckoll repeats his eomplaint ; this time
addressing the residents themsolves rogarding the mishehavioor of their
aative sgonts. He says also that one man, not s regular agont, wis
following in their stops, anid hio had had him stoappoed up nud had given
him s punishmont of ten shoes and R 3 fine—a punishmont which,
Judicially at least, ho Tud no powor to inflict.  But these were times whey
people were not 50 bound by rule as now they are. (2 20384,

6. The collector indend, for muny years after, continned to refor to
Lhe residonts complaints againet the sgents they emploved.

. It must wot be inferred from these pooceedings that Mr,
Henokoll set his face against the commercial part of the Compamny’a
trmuszactions. A single instanes will prove the contrary.  Deyond: the
north of the district wos the silk fartory of Comercolly, which, however,
mide advances for ailk within the district. In 1785 Mr. Honckell,
of his own motion, took stepe to enconmge the mulberry caltivation
which the floods of provious years had muooh diminished. e propossd
fuvorble terms of holding for ryots bringing lands under mulburry
oultivation, his position ws vollector giving him much to do with the
nssossinent of the lands. (U, 5-10-88, Res. Comercolly, 31-10-88.)
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B. Mg Henekell, themfore, il not opposs himsell e any mero
R persansl rensony to thess commersinl départments,
but neting on the theory which he set before
himself, that the people of the distriot wors under his protection, he was
never tired of guarding them nguinst the oppression which the protical
irrorponsibility of the departmental officere permitted to exist. Hao
continned to nrge wpon Government the nocessity of abolishing the
gystem which male the hiads of departments final judges in all mattes
nffocting themselves. Tt was one of the meny matters in which he
wis in advance of his time; and us it i plain from the eorrespondence
that the Government always listened to him as to ono whose opinions
were of some suthority, T have littlo doubt that the facts he hrouglit
forward in his remotstranees, and the arguments he wged for the.
subordination of depurtmental matters to the judicinl anthority, condused
in =ome messure to the reforms which Lond Curnwallis in this sespect
varried into effect,

XVIIL.—Extabiisiiment of the Colleeforate of Jessore —17RE,

Os 4th April 1786 Mr. Henckell, writing to Governmont, pointed
M. Honckll proposss » out the meonvenienco which the districl, of which
cellurtorste al J ety he was judge and magistrste, sulfored in rovenuo
muatters from having its rovenue head-quartors fixed st n place so0
remote as Calonttn, Not only had tho revenues of all the cstates,
exoept those which, Deing in Bliusun, were undor the Rajshshye oollse-
torate, to be paid in Caleutts, but ga the civil court was prohibited from
intorferonce in revenis matters, nll questions wrising in connection with
rovonue (and these incladed demands by zemindars for nereass e from
theirryots) kiad to be heard and decided in Caleutta,  This cansed 5o mugh
inconvenioneo and difficulty that the results wure often wmsatisfactory,
2. Mr. Hmokell proposed, therefore, that the collectorship should
bo ndded to the judgeehip, and offered himself to undertake the duty
without additional salury, “ actunted,” ashe said, “by motives of publick
good, and tho enhancoment of his own eredit and roputation. "
‘8. The Government responded at onca by creating Jessore  eql-
leotorship; it was to comprise Tsafpir and S
Abl beomly ellier.  (which hiad spparently been uhder the mlmﬁwnf
Rajehahye and Bhuson), the estates lying between the Ichamati and the
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present Backerganj district (then part of Dacea), which had previously
been paying revenun at Caloutta snd ut Hooghly, snd also some estptes
soparatod off from Moorshedabad. Muhsmmadshahi was st that tine,
or hid before been, constifated o separte collectornto ; and Naldi and
Furreedpors (adopting the numes ot pressnt applied), thongh within the
judgoship of Jessore, romuined attached to tio collsctorship of Rajshahye.
The land revenus of the Jessare collestorship, thus dellasd, mmounted to
nearly six lokhs, (O, 7-5-86; 22-7-86; 27-12-86, M. 2.7-83)
. 4. The duties of n vollostor ot that time were almost entirely
confinod to mattors dirsetly conneetsd with land
revenue,  He had every year to muke settloments
of all the estates within his collectorship, and be had to realize as he
st could the rovenues go settled. He had also & judicial fanetion,
numoly, the decision of disputes about rent and sbout lumd arising
between sgemindar and ryot.

5. The whole distriot had been settled in 1178 (1772) by the oome-

Cullontbon of lund oy Wittee of revanue, who had deputed to fhis district
L n Mr. Lane, in order, by extensive local inguiry,
to reach o proper estimato of the remindars’ nssety,  This ssttlenent was
vartad from time to Hme as ciroumstances rondervd G, but there had
been litile changs in the entire sssessments aince they woro ficst mndo.
The collector, in moking his yearly psesment, lhal fow regular
principles nnd little detailed information to go upan. A sort of rough
calenlistion was made, and the collactor got the zemindar to undertake
to pay as much rent as he could he got to consent to, IF the collestor
and the gemindar conld not eome to terms, then the collector tempararily
ousted the zemindar nud tried, by direet collections, to get the revenno
he had wetimatad fop (O, 112-86; 5-5-02.)

6, Mhis process was gone throngh every yoor, and the setiloments
for ench yoar uppent never to have been sompleted till about Bhadoo or
Assin, the fifth and sixth months of the year.

7. Mo enfores the payment of revenus, the eollsstor appoars prined-
pally fo have used strong pressure.  Continunl denunds wery nude upon
defanlters, nnd theso hoad some weight, sinoe the collector had powwr to
use harsher means. He had n dofaulter's juil, into which Teousants
wight be mde to go, aud he might aleo attach and realizn diveotly
the rents of any sstate. This sttachment wvolved to the semindar s
groater ponalty than at firt sight agpenrs; for, ns wo shall see, o somin-
dar's demnds upon his ryots were by no monns contined to what wos

Collirier’s duties.
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justly realizable, and the collectar’s demamds boing thus so much less
thap the seminlar's, o zemindar could not but lose whon he had
nothing placed to his eredit but what the eollector realised.  Sales of
gemindaris for arrears of rent do not uppear to have been thoaght of st
that timo, aud T find only one referencs even to the theory that the
gomindars Il snloenble rights; for, a2 1 have shewed befsre, they weeo
tathor mgundod s contractors for the wolloction: from the ryots of the
revenuea belonging to Government.  The reference &5 contained in
Thoanl’s 27-7-87, and referred mther to futore plans thom o existing
sulutions, |

8. The colloctor had uiso the mumuagement of the tresury, that s,
Le hal to muke & monthly romittance to Culouttia

T, of all the sums he callseted ; anly la was allowed
to senid, in Lot of cush, Wills for the fixed allowanees, saeh as his own
and lie cstablishment’s pay, and for contingmeies. In the matter of
expenditure, he was treatod mther usdly, being occasipunlly: called on
to refund certnin exponses which wero oo doubt heth legitimato ani
necessary, though inourred without previons sanetion ; on one oocasion,
too, he was fined Its 500 for not heving sent in lis seconuts within
the proseriled limit of time,

9. 'Theso are the matters which fill ap the tolk of the eollsctorate
vorrespondinee about 1787, and might have filled it up fir some years-
hied it ot been that the permanent settlement was being hrought on,
and wins tho eausa of mch correspondetieo of the mest ileresting nators.

KIX.—Tha Peemausnt Settlewent Propowd.—1758,

Wues Lord Comwallis oome ont from England, instructed by the
Oourt of Direotors to alfvet o pernanent sottlonmt of the Tend poviegue
of Bungal, he st about ccllecting information. from the loeal officurs,
who were natarally best able to give it. My, Honokell was ane of fhe
more prominent of these, amd the information which bo and his smocessor
hnve placed on recond in twir roports regarding the permanent setibe
ment afford most yalunble indications of the they position of affiine,
2. Inwriting shout thess matters, one thing alove allis uoressary |
W sems WO Tt soparwte ourselves from the idoas which
n;ht subsoquent logistation has. engeafied opon the
conntry, We have now given the zeminday o cortain position as ownos



DIETRICT OF JYSSORE. 07

of the'ésil, and we hove luid down exsetly the stutus of the ryot; know
when to call him & tensut-st-will, and when to look on him as having
joint interests in the propristorship. In 1787 these were still undecided
questions, anid they were also rather obsoure ones, Indeed, it is excesd-
ingly doubtful whether the permanent settlement did not proceod upon
# mistake when it regarded zemindars as being propristors of the lmda
whise revenues they collocted from the ryots and paid to Goversment.
3. The first question which the Government reforred for rapart
regandod the assets of the zemindurs; the eolloctors
wiere asked whether the gemindars realived from
the ryots any sums over and gbove the nominal vent (jumms) which
they paid, and on what prineipls the semindars scted in the imposition
of these additional demands. Honckell answored that the somindars
were in the habit of eonstantly imposing eesses upon the ryots.  Thare
Wwis o cess for eollootion expenses, a cess for “faujdari,” n cess to bo paid
on all eecnsions of marviage, birth or deatl, which, from being a casual
06, had become n regular one, and o tax had to be paid upon all thivgs
faken to the hiit for enle. Zemindars had to give security for the
rovenus they undertook to pay until the Board abolished it in 1787,
aud this seeurity formed another exonse for a eess upon ryots. Thess
and other less definite vessos added to the ryot's jumma wunlly shont 60
plr cent., but sometinies wé much as 90 or oven 120.  Flenoksll rovom:-
mended. that sll these cesses shonld be consolidated with the jumma, by
incrensing the latter 50 per cent. and securing the rvots from future
merement by giving them written pottaha, [0, 14-3-87, B, 15:7-87)
4, According to our present notions, these ave matters which the
Helstion of pyot 1w  Suthorities should leave to be regulated by the
Govermiuent. semindar and the ryot themselves. But it was
otherwise then : the ryots hud no permanent flxed tenure, and when the
colleptor settled what the semindar should pay to Govermment, he
settled also what the ryot should poy to the zemindar, True to the
contrnetor thoory of the semindar’s position, the collsotor, ns we slall
gon troughout the correspondence of the pemmnent setfloment periid,
acted e if he had wll right to imposs upon the mmtus! relstions of
zemindar and ryot such conditions s he thought fit. The abolition ani
eonsolidation of the cesses was only enrrving out on o larger scale wlit
e had dlready done when he abolishod the one-anna seourity eess in
the Tsafpur zemindari. We shall fiud other similar instances ns we

poceed.  (C. 14-3-87.)

ot om. Tyvile

%
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5. I this report the collectar points out o feuitfil source of svil In
the eemindar having unsontrolled berty to appoint s uaib, or ua farmer,
of suy pergunnaly, any one whom he thought fit.  The zemindar did not
seek lor such nppoivtments the people who would best disdurge thedr
duties townrds the ryats, or towards the estate ; und Honekell trgidd that
the pallector should have & distinet power of interforence in thess matters.

6. In the year after thess matters were under disoussion, the

Sttt 0 be with  Oovernment ealled upon the eelléstors ta sabmit
s e withras e opinions a5 to the possihility of # sottlement
of the esiates for & poriod of years, and directed them also to report
upon the question with whom, ryot or zeminilar, sueh settloment ought
to bo made. Tt should be stated that throughiout all these disenssions no
permanent setilement was talked of, but only a settlement ‘for n period
of years. Tha settlement, as finally conoluded, was nominally one for
tem yeurs, aud it was ouly when overything was settled for ton yers
that the Government procaimed the ton yeans' sottloment perpotunl,

7. At that time the ides of settloment which the Board Tnd bellire
them, and the idea which Mr. Henekell also had, wae that pettloment
thiould b made with the ryots, and wrrangements made fir the eollection,
throlgh the zemindars, of the rents sottlod with thar, Mr. Honokell,
it his nnswer, avoided entering into the question of the exiet siitus of
the zemindar, passing it over with an scknowledgment thst the wemindar
B some right, though he could not say what it was, The stuindur of
eourse had: some right since he was entitled to have, in preforence to
others, the eettlement of his own zemindari, but Henokell rojpinlid him
ather as a servant of the State, employed to colluet this renis from the
ryots and vewarded for his trouble by n graunt of rent-freo lomds.
Al gemindars, he saill, had these rent-free lands, but ne thoy wom not
waffivient to satisfy their roquirements; they made up the deflesnoy
5 Gasil prsrw—their DY mking a profit out of the wollections. The
Y ryots had seme of them tenutes ot low rotes,

sl e gantidars and joledars ; byt othors had temures of Tess profitable
tintiere, Tha Boand entertuined the iden of ineressing (e mbes in thoss
low-rated tonures, esteeming that the semindar bail no business to grant
thom: but My Honckell pointed out that flse tenmres - did  not,
ne i rule, diminish from the revenus of the estate; beeause the guutidar
or jotedar wan nsally also the farmer of the lands ndjoining his own
holding, and having & profituble teaure in his own landy was expoctod
to pemit to the zemindur the eutire mealizitions of his farm.  The
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sholition .of the syslenm: might increase the revenue of the gauti lanils,
bt would diminish the revenne of the rest by adding to the expense of
collootione. (0, 25-6-88.)

8, Whether the origin of the tenurs called ganti was or was ot
that indicsted by Mr. Henekell in this report, namely, the giving certain
landls on a low rent to an individual who undertook to collsst anid pay
in, s [armer, the revanuss of other lands ndjocent, it is cortain that fn
muny places this sort of connection still exists between ganti and
farming. 1n many plaves the gantidar of the whole or purt of n village
is stillod looked upon as the person who naturally eecupice the ImhnnJ
of fuemor in soms adjacont lands, The theory of this connsotion i
supported by the terms which Mr. Hanckell's successor uses in n lotter
(12-1-93), where he eays that almost all the valtivating ryots pay ren
oither to a former or s gentidar.

0, Of course it is nol meant that this theory is applicable to sll
gantis at present existing, for many, if not most, of thes date their
origin from periods subssyquent to the date of which I am writing, and
hiave more to do with the zemindir’s desire to fll] his purse than with
the land system indicated above, The rmja of Chanchirs, for example,
when in 1700 he was geiting into diffioulties, crented in the Isafpur
estate a large number of ganti tenures, recciving of course a-premium
fromi the topant, (L 12<1-83; 8.6-00.)

10, Quntinging his report, Mer, Henckell writes that it might be

Cen the sovsume b Possible to increase the revenues of the land,

' bt it would require extensive looal inquiries, ws

the settlemeonis then made from year to year were made upon very
ituperfoct dita ; even the asmimdurs und their offivers remnined ignomnt
of tha adtual resources of their estates. The ryots nominally held s
fow biggaln af a very high rate, but aotually oultiviated an aeon bwics, or
sovon three times, ne large an their nomingl holding, the exciss land
enabling them to boar the very high mtes. Dat this position of affiirs
gave rise to contisunl bickering betwosn the zemindars and the ryots

T lntter wore continunlly striving to conceal their sotubl holilbngs,
sl the Rarmer, nware that exeess existod, oonguunlly sttempled to

enlatios the tent, and impossd upon the ryots all sorts of cesses, which,

a8 their imposition. sssumed what was far from hoing the faot, numely,

thut the incidines of the origimnl rent or junmma was equal upon all

the ryots,, wero the souree of groat oppression and handship,  Mr,

Henckell thonght that the ryots would be willing to accept pottalw for
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tieir holdings, even st an increased rent, if these pottahs seenrsd to
them the whole of their lands, and granted immunify from additional
demands by way of coss on the part of the memindars, (0. 25-6-88))
Il. Ancther matter to which the Government directed their
Question of renidme  Ottention with reforence to the proposed settle-
S ment was the question of lukbirj or rent-free
tenures: how far they were to be resognized, and how far they should be
disreganled. The Government proposed to resame all tenures which
hud not been granted, and possessed by the grantees before the cession
of the Dewany (1765), and no grant was to be considured hereditary
which was not distinetly socreated.  Rent-froe grants had been dirootly
prohibited only in 1178 (1772), when the British undartook the-dimot
munagemont  of the collections, and therefore all invalil grantees
of an enrlier date wire to be permitted during their lifetims to rotain
hulf of their grants. Native offioers wore to be nppointed to hunt out
invalid grants, and were to be rewnrded by obtaining the frst year's
assessmont, and to be punished, if they coneealed nvalid grants, by a fine
ol three times the amount of the sssessment. (B, 5-0-88.)
12. My, Henckell, while ndmitting the extent of the evil which the
R . Government sought to suppress, eonsiilered it
TSN wimoat Jrpassible to move i the matter withont
inflicting groat injustice. There was no doubt that immense nmounts of
1and had been alienated by zemindars giving vent-freo tenures, uni Mr.
Henckell estimated the whole within the distriet tt about 50,000 biggahs,
about 'n twantieth or more of the whole ares, cultivated snd unoltivated,
of thie Tunids within the district; and of this he considered two-thinds
would be resumable if the ardors of Government were earriol inte offsed.
The -grants made bofore the British posssssion were to be respocted, but
thy enrnlessnoss of natives in preserving documentury evidenos, and the
impossibility sfter p lapse of tinwe of rocuring ol evidenoce of wny
woliability, would place insuperabl obstacles in the way of valld grantees
proving their title and poeseseion ne far baok s 1768,  As for the granta*
batween thit dato and 1772, Me. Henoksll stated tha the zemindars
hil 50 long enjoyed, by custom, the right of creating lakhirsj tanures,
that it was hardship by a retrospoctivo rule to declure fhe invalid ;
und ns-to dissllownnoe of hﬂmditnryﬁghttnorﬂinnry-gm;h?hum
thint: procision of langunge was not oustomuary i sush gmuts, and that
misty grants mtopded to be hiereditary wore not distinetly doclared so.
I'ke wohibition: to zmindass to oeate rent-froe tonures hod not puade
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them cease from giving grants, but only mnade them sntedate the
sannads they gave; and forgery and frand had been so rife in the dis-
briet, that it would be impossible to avoid confouniding the genuine with
the false. As for the proposed establishment it would be useless; for it
would only give the proposed native officors: a grand opportunity for
extortion and Vribery.  No doubt native officors have, in point of offieinl
mormlity, immensely improved since Mr. Henckell's time, but I can
hardly acoept bis wholesale condemmnastion of them when he suys,
* rupacity and oppression are, [ belisve, the ruling passion of the gener-
ality of natives, and very fow of them have sutficiont fortitude to resist the
temptation of u hidbe” (U, 5:12-88)) :

13, The above disoussion contains the nuelans of the resumption

Pinal yesmmptiny proni- Provisions of the code of 1783, In their ultimate
. form thoy were n little more favoralble to the
grantess than the frst propossls of Govermment, It was not till long
ofter that they wer to any considerable extent brought into operation, and
we sihil] sulisequontly seo the begintiing of {hs agitation Sbout thoty:
But when the resumptions were effected, I am afraid Me. Henckell's
fours wore realisod ; wnd though perhups the strictuness of the law
prevented muny fraudulent grants from escoping, still the diffienlty
thrown on grautees cased he non-aeeptanee of many grants whicl no
doubt were valid ncconling to the standard the Government laid downs

XX —Staty of Things Prive to the Permanent Sotfloment.—1785-00,

Ix 1787 the collectorship of Muhammadshahi, whose head-guarters wers
Tie  Mubmmaddays W Jhenits, wos abolished, and the Midimmmad.
el an vmamngle. shahi ' zemindan, and the few others that were
nttached to that district, wore transfarmed to the colloctor of Jussore.
Of the state of this gemindari bofore and up G the time of the
. permnnent settlenent wo have sbundand information ; snd with thia
resorvation that it wns in rather worse cinmmstances than the other
gomindaris, 'sot it forth as an example of how matters wers managed
under the tempormry settloment system, (0, 8-10.04.) '

9, This estate was settlod in 1178 (1772) upon the basis of & looal
inquiry made by Mr, Lane, ind st the same time it was divided into
two shaves, of four-fifths and one-fifth respoctively, the first instanee of
bebwire in the district. (B, 22-5-87. (O, 20-0.01.)
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3. Shortly after this settloment, the proprietor of the four-fifths share
Deing eonsiders], either on aceount of his minarity
or for some other rmaon, incapable of nndertaking
tha settlement, the estate was given in furm to one Pran Boes; who held
it i 1180-87-88 (1779-80-81), and after bim his son (wiiich of ooures
only meant himaslf in the nsme of his son) had it for 1188-00-61
(ITE2-83-84), (C. 12-5-90; 13-12-90.)
4. Now the estate had already been assessad to the very utmost;
The ssie was omge. 10 Futes hnd beon fixed very bigh, aud the
W murgin allowed to the sminder was very sunll.
Tho nssessment of 1178 was, for the whole estate, Ra. 2,587,614, and the
gemindar's allowance was Ra 18,000, besides Lis Triti or stipendiary
Innde, whivh wers very small, only shout Rs, 1800, There wers seviral
siretmatances which rendered the estate meapable of yielding the revent
imposed upon it.  First of all the fundamoental rate was assumeod at too
ligh afigure ; secondly, the estate was linbls bo continual inundation from
the big rivers which then flowed through it ; end thirdly, the semindar
hipd: already granted away hoge amounts of limd sither rent-fres or
on almost quit-rent temures, ealled fuluge. These talugs require to be
explained.  They wers of two sorts: pattai, ir,
formded upon w loase or pottah, and kharids, that
is, purchesed.  They were created by the zemindar, who, on tessiving
suffivisnt prosont considerntion, made over to the talogdar almost his
entire rights in a mnall portion of his estats, subject to the payment to
tha apminder of an anoual rent. Thyp eréation of talngs was therefore
n very ensy way of realiring monsy ut pressut by drwing upan
fitiire tosouross, The distinetion of “ leased™ and “ parchased™ talugs
weas probably sather one of name than of sabstance, a8 they all, up
doubt, mvolved to some extent both present payments and faturo rent.
WNow, hotween talugs and rent-free tonures, hndf of Mulminmsdehali
Ly S10,0000 out of TOG000 biggahs) lad boen partially alisnated by
the 2emindar and rendered incapable of eontribinting to bim the mvenus
uspessod wpon it hy the Government. (B, 4-5-86; 22-5-87. O, 18.12-00 ;
25201 1 12-5-01 ; 6-8-090,)
5, IT'ran Doss lind, however, undotaken the fem with the fiten-
) | tion of making it pay, snd a syatem of oppression
SRS ACI  and oxaction followed., The ryots wempiuu‘lu o
puy: numberless cesses and imposts; al wers so rediced in eirmm-
stanees thut they gave up extewding Wieir saltivatinn, sud somolimos

Farnml vul,

[ -
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il aliogether.  The talugdars, too, were anlered Lo pay an incrmss of
ront, and turmed out of possession until they did; many of them
ahandonnd their tulugs altogether, loaving their ryots the alternafive of
quitting their lunds or paying the larmer bis exorhitant demunde The
furmer finding, in consequence of his own oppression, greater and greator
diffionity in reslizing the revenue, impossl npon thoss who remained
that part of the kasessment which had Doen previously puid by thoss
who had fled and given up their lands, (B, 22-3-87, O, 28-4-50;
12-3.90 ; 13-12-90 ; 25-2-91 5 12-5-91.) _
. The consequence of nll this was that a lurge wmount of land
i T Wy Wy full out of oultivation, and the estite bocame
' © dmpoverished. The Goyernment hod po far to
participate in the loss, that when in 1192 (1785) they settled the four-
{Uths share with the wemindse himedlf, tey rodiced the assessmont to
Bs 244225 (on the whole estate), whercas in 1178 (1772) it had
been R 287,014, (0. 5-10-91. B, 4-5-36.)
7. But even this reduced assessment was an exorbitantly rated one.
The wetass Ealle dmoe  Lb6 bosisof it wis s higgah rto of Its. 1-8 for urdi-
o nary lind, and Be. 3 for homestond or gurdon Jand.
There was also consolidated cess (eallod tax) st 5 sunms per rupee, anitnewly
roclaimed land even had to pay 12 annos per biggah. Mr. Rocke writes
of thess rmtes that they ave o thivd more than thos proviiling in the rest
of Jessare, and that the Innd upon which they sre asesal is not nenrly
go fortilo ns the rest of the distriet. It wns no wondor therefore that
the zemindar of the four-fifthis portion, after holding his estato for the two
years 119208 (1785-80) founid himsalf hopelessly in arrear,  Tha
wrovnal payment wes Ra, 1,585,000, and he was Rs 27,000 in persur the
first yeur and Rs. 105,000 the next, (U, 12300 B, 22-5-87,)

8. Part of this was of conrse owing to bad management; the
mmindar was young aud inexperienced, and in the hands of mpacious
amls. He had received from the ryots in 1108 Rs, 82,000 mare than
lie Jad pail iuto Government, & greater amount than wns necessary for
his expetises of collection nnd his allowances. Still, even with paying
over this Rs. 82,000, he wonld have fallen fur behind the Government
demand. (G, 12-3-80, B, 277-87,)

9, The estute bemg therefore hopelesely insolvent, the Board
direoded thoe colloetor to take it out of the =ooin-
dlar's hiands anil to setile and manage it directly:
Tloy bad slready, when they conseuted to redneo the pssessment,

Tha Hoard sl (s
eminiles,
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canpelled the zomindar's proprietary allownnes, nmd demiandid on tha
past of Government the entie revonue realioed from the ryots, giving
the zemindar only his very meagro stipondiary lands to support himself
with. They now threatened him that unless he paid np the Ra: 32,000,
referred to in the last puragraph, they would take from him also fhese
stipendinry lands, (B, 4-5-86; 97-7-87.)

10. The Board's instructions to the collector wars theso:  Howas
to ubolish the numerous cesses levied om the ryots and re-settls tloir
lands on the basis laid down in 1178, He was to inguire into ths large
alissfions of land by way of rent-free or talug; aod whers he found
talugs had been given at s very small rent, or that they induded more
lnnsd thun the talugdar nominally paid rent for, he was to re.asess anil
mo-sattle them at o fairer rent. The taluge, as 1 have stated, had fullsn
foarfully in arrear, and many of them wore ruined; but the ealloctar
was to turn out the talugdars and colloet diroet from their ryote unless
Usey pail up the arvears they owed.  (B. 22-5-87.)

Ll. The eollector entersd wpon these inquiries and mesantimo

P petats sttt e Sottled the ostate for the yosr 1104 (1787), whish
Pops. had just commemoed. He divided the wholes
astate into parts, and gave each part in farm, the aggregate assessment
being Re. 1,65,390, being about Hs. 20,000 loss than last yenr. Even
thix could not bo collected ; the furmors found great diffisnlty in gotéing in
thair rents ,and after they had paid Rs. 9,000 out of their own poskets,
they ware still ls, 7,200 in arroar. This wrrear the zemindars wore hald
rosponsible for, nlbeit they had had no comoetion with the estatie during
tho year; and the Government reserved to itslf the ption of wllofing
thé arrear from the zemindars or collecting it from the farmers and
leaxing them to recover from the zemindars. This wos a- partioularly
hareh anlor, s the estate during the yeur hod saffored sovoroly from an
inunidation and u eyolone. (0. 5-7-75; 1682 B, 12:0.88, (), 25-6.88)

12, The colloctor was not successfhl in tracing the nlienated lauds

PRl “sallontad hssagn- Farmers and talugdars colluded to oomoeal tha
wead fhals. tenmres which ware in danger of being re-nsssssad :
the mmindiri papers were unrelinblo, and exhibitéd mather the
state of things that existed before 1178 (1772) than the position of
matters in 1748, Ho pointed ount, howover, the causes of the nsilveney
of the estate, and propesed its ro-sottlomont ot somewha Hlower b -
that is, instend of Re -8 and 71 annas “ta<™ it wis to be s 1<
awid 6 annas tax,  The rout of the ryots he did not pmpese to rdue,



BESTHICT OF JRSSORE. 105

but ptended to give them vew land to yealsim within their old rent
Ha proposed also favorable terms for ryots bringing new lnmd under
eulfivation. The smount of uneultivated land appears: to have been
onormons,  The eallector, estimuting it apparently from figures in the
semindari office, gives the following us the amoint of cultivated and
unvaltivated lond in the aliensted talugs: cultivated, 76,555 biggahs;
unoultivated, 140,611 (0L 28-4-80; 12.3-00. B. 22:5-00,)

13, The above terms were not successiul in emusing reclamation
of land, and in 1791 the eolleetor (then Mr. Tooke) proposed still mors
fuvorable terms, namely, three yoars” rent-free and then inoressing rent.
But by this time the permanent settloment lad hosn offoctind, and the
Board therefory, whils ppproving My, Hocke's proposals, pointed oul
that by the terms of the ssttlement it was for the semindar to. wrrsnge
such matters. (U 5:10-81. B. 17-10-91.)

14, 8o fur e wo have gone, wo have beon reforring almost entirely

e e st ater e, 10 the fonr-fifths share of Mubammudsliabi, and.
Py have not dealt with the one-fifth shore:  This
entuts, howover, suffored to a corfain’ extont from oxeessive nssessment i
but being in the hands of its semindur, and pol in the hands of &
may like Pran Bose, it did nod saffer nearly s6 mucly  As fu the cass
of the larger estate, the assessment of the smaller one had also to be
reduced about 1109 or 1103 (1785-86), and the wemindar oven thiw
refuss] to undartuka the settlomont, ne ho considersd i excessive, It was
given ont in farm, but the farmer foll in uerear by B 9,000 sud the
Board refused, us in the ese of the larger estate, to give the zamindar
that part of the firmer's payments which represented lita propmistary
allowasiee, At the tims of the pormunent sottlement the aesaments
on both the estates were, tempomnly al lewst, farther meduoel
(B. 4-5-80 ; 27-7-57; 21.0-87))

16. Although of course the estates of Mulsmmadadahi eomo
Oty wtaton wlao [ et (E0AEF specinl notios, beeauss they were exveption-
Pllgh. ally bndly cironmstanced, still alnost overy estate
‘Imlh'lhatum[muj' settlement eyslem shewod the samoe features to n
groater or less extent. We bave seon Mr. Heouckell reporting it s
olimost impractioable to obtain from the semindiris grester revauns
than they paid; snd his successor based the permanimt settlenent
onlenlations on those of LITY (1772), on the express ground thet
there had been little or no progress sinee that time. The semindams, bhe
said, wore thon assessod to their ntmost, and hod so Iittle to spare fir

o
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themsalves, that they eked out their mimnne by sppresion snd sxaction
on their ryots, and coused loss to their estates  Of the extant of
junglo we bave seen ouy instance; asd s letter of Mr Heuckell's
niemtions, as existing in many estates, “gurkoti” chaukies estahlished
for the collection of forest revonne, In ancther luttar, too, the vollector
stites it ns 6 weoll-known fact that * cultivation everywhere, in every
districh, hod docressed sines 1179 (1772), wod there was a diffioulty
thens (1700), which there was not before, in wollecting the rents from
the ryots.” (0. 13-12-00 ; 27-12-86 ; 26-3.00 ; 5-3.92.)

16. Thereis, I think, no doubt that all this was the direet and

Tho et of mmml gep. 110 Decemsary result of tho sunual settlement
P system. To make fll inquiry each year was
impossible, and the settloments wore mads on admittedly imperfict data.
The power was on the side of the eolloctor, and where the data wors
imperfiet, he was too apt to interpret them in his own Gyour. The
semindar not only began in 1179 (1772) with o very high nesessment,
bat we oan easily understand that the collector would only on the
strongwst grounds over admit a dedresse, and always was ready, whre
b had anly slight grounds, to demand an increnss,  The sunual revenus
being, in fact, fixed on each zemindar without any Vetailed sssessment,
but rother by a sort of haggling between the colleclor mnd the
wminllars, the latter must go to the wall That the semindurs did go
to the wall, and that they were frretrievably plunged in debt, is n fact,
a8 we shall see hereaftar.

17. It might be thought that the zemindur, if ke found his sssess
menut too high, eould simply. refuse to settle and allow the solledtor to
settle with a farmer, Aport from the consideration that this wonld not
remedy muttors 5o fur as regarded the ryot, I huve to observe that the
semindar could hardly, without ineurring great loes, refuse the settle-
mant, however high it was; for, by being oustad, Lo parted- with one
great sonres of hie profit—irregular collections.  Wo have seun, too, in
the case of Muhammadshahi, that the zemindur, oven after boing oustod,
was bell pesponsiblo for the shorteomings of the farmer, and waa called
aft to pay up the lattor's urrenss ; nnd this, theugh perhaps o extreme
instanco, shows the idims according to which matters were then manaped,
Bosides this, o zeminder wonld alwnys miher inooe o loss than ses-his
gomindari in another’s hands; and this tendenoy, observed evon now,
et huys been still more strong bofore the permisnent settlment, when,
nocording to nutive ideas, o zemindur was held in very high honour, and
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ot in Jaw sl a most indeterminnte position—a position which might ba
ymdnugered by an act ressmbling rulingquishment.
18, The unsettled state of nffsirs muost hayn produced, and did pro-
mﬂ woarily, mnd dluee, the worst comseqiamoos. Nuither gemindar
e nar ryot had any sseured position.  The mt ol a
colloetor, or the onder of Govinment, could entirly dhonge the position
of affisirs ; no standand had been establishied, but, nsniust have hem ecen
from fustances that have come under our observation, the opinion of
Govermment was the chief souroe of exeoutive action. -And Government
fusil, it must be acknowledged, given the semindars littly eneouragement
to rely ou its ganerosity : it tad aoted fir too much in the chameer of
a Inndlond determined to get the utmost out of his lands
14, The semindars, therefore, anesrtain of to-morrow, auid having
Little enungh for to-duy; fell ek om the ryots and determined to get the
utmodt ont of them; thuy wore pinched in their turn, and progress of
any gort wne rondered impossible;  No ryot would improve his Ianil or
extend his oultivation when he knew that the gomindar woald at anos
Qessiarsd all the ndvantage that might accrue; aud oo pomindar wonld
attempt imsprovement of Lis estate whon fwo knew the corfain result
would bo an ingreased dimand, sud an isletmeminately invrensed demand,
oty ly past of the vollectar.  The situsl distrust botween Government,
wotindas, aud ryot—the antural consequence of an nnuual settlrment
ayabem, espocially ‘:h&‘l.‘t_l' no prinviples were laid down as s hasis 4
wiirk upon—barred all progress, and & namody was loudly ealled for,
90, Tt sy bo said that the systom was uo neiy e introdaoed by
e b dhe pagtia ' the English, but one handed downi from goter-
W piet wum reprmeihls ation tn generation. Tiut the teath is that this
Buglish addid to the native system precisely those olements which
yrodleiepd wll the evil ; namely, watolifilness to seian any opportunity for
sww damsnds and powsr to enforoe the demands thoy made,  Under the
nitive (overnment the power was in the zemindur's hands, and he no
duubt’ easily retained sufficient for himself : and when n zemindar i his
o mastar, ho usually ploces somowhers o limil to his oppressions. on
i yobs. But when the British esme, they began by increasing the
rovenus by the 1772 assessment; and while thity made the gemindnr
more that sver dependent for his revenue upon the AYOMMSIVG OXCTOLSD
of his powar, they set it before them as one of the objects of their
 administeation to limit amil mutrol that very axercin of power on whick
the ssmindar hed to depend. (€, 18.1-40.)
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XXI—The Peemaiiont Setthommt —1700,

Fr may appear stoange that sfter so many yours of settlements it
Bettbanrnt with vy A0uld il have vemained in donbt whethar the
Wb spmitudar, forthooming dieonninl sottloment ouglit to be made
with the ryots or with the zemindars. Dut really the question had
naver yet come up for decison.  For el provicus settlomeont the sescts
of the estate wero estimated, nnd the samuindar, retaining as his rewund
the produse of his rent-fres lands, aud n “ suitahle' but not aoruratsly
detined allowance, handod over i whols the Governmant. . There
'ru'nnmm-giu to be distributed, & the sssety were astimated year hy
year, and it was only when a settlomont for a period of years wos nbout,
us it wos hoped, to ereate an nxcess of nssets ovar the Government
demand, that it beonme nevessary to consider heforehand whether this
“margin should be considerad the property of the ryot or of the semindar.
2. In the end it was desided that the sottloment shonld be mule
with the zemindars, thay being bound in flieir
et plos adoptan turn to mnke o similer settloment with their then
exiting ryots. Thus the profits from. extension of oultivation and
from the settlimant, of now ryots would fall to the somindar, while the
profits fram the improvement of ach rvot’s holding would be oltuined
by the ryot hinelf. The detailsd orders fur the sttlement wore isened
in 1700, und are now grouped togethor in Regulation VIII, 1794
(6 10:2-90; 25-5-90,)
A year before the scttlomont came ony viz on the 14th Outober
e 1750, Mr. Henckell hau Toft the district to lieoome
L callector, judge, snidl magistrate of the Inrgor dis-
triet of Rajshiahyo, ind Mr, Richard Rookv, his assistont, wins Liis suoonesor,
On lim therefors fall th ity of making the stilements,
4. The permanemt settlomont involyed s good deal mote than n
ropeiiary ks ere sottlomont of the revenus 4o be. paid by
wmindurs,  First of all the zemindar's allowgnes
waa settled. Tt hal hoss indoterminate bofore—a “auituble sampn-
tenoy ;" and now it waa desidid to give thom ten per cent., thut is, not
ten per cent. of the asseta, hut only ten por cent, of the Government
shimrs, which left them only one-dleventh in all The tiret orders Lind
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dirocted five per cent., and when Mr. Rooke submitted his first ssétlonsont
[ropesition; he allowed only five percont.  * Ho was reluctant,” he said,
o spend & mnel revenos on them," ns the Inter orders raquired : buk of
patirse the Board directad him to give the ten per eent, (G O, 10-2-805
25600, B, 81-1-91, C. 25-2-01)
B Pofore this ten per cent. was caloulated, howover, all those
Stipsudinry  lands non-revenue-paying  lands the profits of which
M, ' under the old system wees enjoyed by the pemin-
dorvs wome resmmed and grouped up with the rest of the estate. A
reservation was mode in favour of lands dedicated solely to religions
purposss, bint this reservation waz vory narrowly construsd.  For example;
ane of the mnis of Mulnmmadshahi had devoted one of these roligions
grts to the payment of her dobts, and so the Board directed its
inolugiom in the onlinary sesets, though they awarded her o hLittle
vonipensstion by giving her e, 3,000 4 your with which to maintain her
position. Bq also thers was 8 long comrospondence betwoen the eollector
and the Board sbout the revenne to he fixed on the lsafpur cetate; the
question being simply whother certain lands and allowsnees given by
the suje for the worship of idols should or should not be inoluded within
thy asaets of tho sstute. The mjn's nesecsment, ns it woas Gnally made,
ingluded as nssets Re. 18,674, which the mja epent on templo servies.
This wus inéludod becanss it wns a smoney grant; but had the mjn
davoted to the temples, not that sum of money, but lands yielding as
mnch in the form of revenne, the grant would not have been sonsidipsd
an assob i the ealondation of the nssessment; (0, 12-5-01. B, 24-6-01,)
B Whother the zemindurs, nnder this new plan, got allowanoes as-
reat me thigee they enjoyel under the old system, depends very uuch
npott the extent of the stipendiary londs resumned.  The resumptiong do
not appear to have hoen vory small ; and it must bo romembered that o
v Al pructive among groat families (os indesd it aven now is) to retain
certain Jands s stipondiary lands, not only for the semindar himself, but
alsa for soma of his olosest connactiohs ¢ for example, his mother and his
wifo, These stipendiary lands were now also for the first time included
as asseta of the zomindars’ estates: for exnmple, the caloulation of the
Tuudpur assessment includes Ra, 5,043, the runi’s lands (I 24-0-91.)
7. Another Important change of system consisted in the s=pa-
rution of dependent talugdars. Theee, a8 hefore
oxplained, were n olass of minor semindars aronted
by, and puying their revenns theough the regular zemindur.  Sone of

Bepazation of Iahugdar.
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them had obtained their talugs by purhass from the memindars, and
thus held them at o somewhiat low rent, and soms of theny nles sppear
to have done something in the way of improving their lands.  Baing,
Hierolore, many of them man of somo little substance, they were grand
objocts for the extortions of the zomindar: and as eithee the semindar
o some of his unoestors hud granted to them rights which, so faras they
went, were in opposition Lo the zemindar's own rights, they were: parti-
vularly olmoxious to the mmindurs. W have already, in the cuse of
Mubammadshahi, seen instances of the manner in which the talugdaes
wire treated by thy svmindnrs; snd in consequation of the bad treatment
they recvived genemlly, the Government ordered that they should be
sapamnted ; that is, instead of paying their revenuo to the eminday,
to b inclnded in the assets of his estate, they should pay it direct
to Governinent, and be placed on the thoting of ather memindars,
(0 67900, 0, 13-12-00,)

8. A mmber of taluglars were bound by their engugements to
puy rovenus throngh the somindars only, and these, it was hald, wope not
entitled to Sepamtion, Buf it was divected that their rent, and ifs
future inerosss, should be scourntoly laid down, so that exaction mn itare
niight bo prevented. (B, 6-8-40.)

. Thoso arders were roesived with groit joy by the taluqdurs, pud
not only were many sepurated lalugs sottlod along with the doennial
settlatent of the rest of the district, but even after that the talngdinrs
froquently camo forward ani got the colletor to-sepamts their talugs,
Tho zemindnrs apposed the sopamtion as fir na they conkd; and aooasion-
ally (especially alomt (302-08) made complaints against the sollector
whon he gruted it. It must be said, however, that, npart from the
Host opportanity of exaction, the zemindars saffersd o ditwet lms by the
soparations, as they ceased to obtain from the talngdars smoh items an :
kharcha (expenditure oom) and salimi (tho present n dopendent maln
to his saperior). (€. 18-12-90; 5.7-91; 7-9-91.)

1. The sbolition of the sayar diifies was unother grost change
effected at the same time. Theso wore dutios
lovied nt hits o markets wpon the poods hrought
there for salo, The dubies were of two sorts: first, “ ohandng " which
meant the sum paid for tho occupation of o place in the bat ; and ssond,
“lalals,” or rates paid upon the various nrtioles, partly guing to fthe
proprietor, partly to the muintenance of the daroga or koeper of the hit,
the * jarubkash™ or swesper, and the eallor of the hit. Thes taxes the

bl of saaz distion
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Glovernment duteruined to sbolish as projudicisd 1o the interests of trada ;-
Iuymautrﬁrmmmutmuynﬂonufimluuthnh!mhingd
u difficent unture; wore alone to be ndained. (G. 28-7-90 ; G-2-00,
0], 204 )

11, Phess sayar collpctions were just ns much part of the revemnus
of the semindars as their rent collections from their ryots; sl upon
the principle which Government laid down for itself, one-sloventh part
of them was the property of the zemindar snd ten-slovenths was what
he had to pay to the State as its share.

The Governmont therefore reduced their demund upon the seminde
by the ten-elovenths of the swyar calleotions which otherwise would
hnve formed puet of it ; umd, by way of compensating the senindurs fof
the one-sleventl whivh they were prolilited from colleating for them-
solves, they made a further deduction equal fo this dne-gloventh, o
procedure which of course wes tantumount to putting the sum futo the
aemindars’ pocket and reimbursing to them the whole loss they sustained.

12. The zemindars of course consented to reieiving these deductions,

e remindirsentingsy Dt they did not, for all that, cease to colloct this
v vallont i sovar duties. The policy of Government was not
carried out, and the result was not an sholition of the sayar duties,
but simply s handing over to the zemindurs of the eitire amount. of
them. They continued o collect them, and sppropriated not only
their own share (for the loss of which they had received compensation
fm Government), but slss the share which belonged to Governmant,
The volleotor roparted iy 1798 thut the sellers in thy hits =il volun-
tarily paid it, and it is notorious thit now-a-days the colleetions i thi
It form  most valuahle part of the mmindar’s revenus, wlbeit thoy
are not only not ineluded in their sotiloments, bt expressly against
the vonditions of them, (€L 22-0-08)

13 The smount of revenue i Jessore which wes thus lost to
Guvarnment without auy advantage was about Hs. 10,000 or Ra. 12,0000
11 Muhammadaluhi slops thero was o oot collostion of Ra. 4,371, aml
in the Lsafpur gemindad there was It 4,493. (O 13-12-80.)

. Apart from il # few other modifleatory cinmmstances
to by presently noti bagis of the scttlement was the seitloment
of the yeviows year. In all but the langest estates the collestor’s oalon-

Setllusbunta wore st bigh  Jations, 5o frmed, were novepted:  Tn the e of
i the largest estates the Doard wont into details
and somewhst modified them.  That the terms were uot very favoralls
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to the zeminlars, will be seon from the figures of the settlements of the
luge estates.  Isafpur was setiled ot Ha 302,572, shout Ra 5,000
more than: the demand of the previous year (taking sayar deductions
into sevount), The Ssydpur estats was made to pay. Has. 80,58
ar Rs. 2,000 more than the previous year. adshnhi, four-fitlis
ahare, an estate which had been alm ul, g bofore (leseribed,
had s revenue inersased from R 1,534,665 to Re 137,697, and »
further increase of Rs. 12,634 in five yoarly additions was to ocrts
to this demand.  The one-fifth share obtained beiter tirtis, for whersss
ite revemue in 1780-90 was Rs. 60,757, that for 179091 was g0 bo
Ra. 46,642, and s, 1,750 wis to bo wilded by inoremints extending
over Bvo years. (. 13-12-00. B, 10-10.91) :
15, Some of the zomindars fought hard for's reduckion of the
forms frst proposed, the gsmindar of Leafpor especially ; hut fimally
overy atie of them accepbed the tarms which the collector and
the Board in the end determined upon. They appoar to have hund
little iden of the rigonr with which the terms wers to be onforosd,
and probulily thought that the oll hand-to-mouth saystent, by which
they paid up only when the colleetor's dunning drove them to it, and
in which it was & matter of no great consequen to be half & year iu
arrear, would still apply to the nowsstilement. Suoh was not, howover,
the system now to be introduced ; and the zrmindars, na wa shall see, in
tiopting the settlemants, set the seal to their own ruin.
16, pormanent sottlement, it will bo obssrved, was based
Krmungors, snd Air DTy upen Enowledge of the details of the zemin.
Howgnm. duri accounts,  This knowledge wae preserved by
the kanungo officers. Thess kanungoes were officers doputed gn the
part of the ruling power to the offives of the zeminduris, wir duty
was bo suthentioate tmnsfors and leases, and to see th aeminduel .
teeounts (the basis of the varions settlements) wero traly and propecly
Kopt.  Acoonling to » very andient cnstom, they wers puid by & sarh of
e called * nim-taki'” or * puo-taki” socording as it wis half or quarter
per cout. of the colloctions, Besides the kenungoes st the sudder offing
‘of the wemindari, there were similar subondinate alficers - at the mofussi]l
auleherrios, but thess wore puid either in cash or by o pieso of Jusd by
the gomindars., Some of the zemindurs did not ke this supervision,
uwnd did what they could to oppose the kunungos; bt sme of them,
fur their own sikes, Hked to have one us 4 cheek upim thelr own gmla
Tho rujs zemindsr of Isafpur, for exsmple, actually wppliod that s
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knprmgo might be np[minwim“tehnrﬂirthuhuuﬂﬂminhh
own witlos, o little eonfldence had he in his sorvants. (. 15-12-80;
1-12-00.)

17, When the settlemont wns made, the kanungoes' allowaneas werd
imoluded @ the assets of the estate, and they war in futire to be paid
from the Government revenno olfice.  After o ghort time, however, tle
kanungo system cither died away or was formally sholizlisd—the natural
oonsequence of the relinguishment by Goverumsnt of ull interferanes in
datails, anid the cmation, by the terms of the permanent settloment, of an
abealute propriotorship in the zémindars (0, 15-12-90.)

18 One other matter poeuliar to Jessoro had to be dedlt withe

Tie Bibo Begeuy During the Mussulman rule the Nawab had
R granted to the Boho Begam, one of the Moor-
shedabail family, the right to levy certain allowances from some of the
estutes in Jessore, It was partly an allowance in money, and partly an
allswinoe of gunrds, which had been commuted for s money paymannt,
and the whole amountsd to Ra. 6,300, as admitted by those who lad to
pay it, besides Rs. 2,900 which was disputed by them. The Begam Tad
fo collact those amounts by her own officors, und both in conssquense of
its interformon with tha regular revenue demands, and in oonseqieTs
af the misconduct of the officers employed to colleot it, the levying of
it was tho cause of great trotible and dispuiet.  When the portnnent
settlomont wis made, it was ordered that the amouni so paid to the
ﬂ-ﬁ!lﬂ Begam should be wildod to the revesus loviable from tho estntos,
anid the Glovernment should haud over the umount, by way of pension,
to the Begam. 'This wan done for o few yoars; but the Regam dind in
January 1704, and the pension aocordingly lapeed to Government.
(€. 15-12-86; 13-12-00; 31-7-D1 ; 5-502; 30-8-0)

19, 'Thare were rertain other allowances thst were similarly doalt

. with, namely, certain pensionary allownnces grant-

e wd by the semindar, Thess had ﬂ‘rrmm'l_m
deiloted from the assets, bui now the deduction wne disallowed, snd
Governmeént took over the burdew of the pensions, instituting, howerer,
an inquiry mganding them, (B, 26-8-01.  C. 15-5-92.)

20, T coms unw to the lnst feature of the permanent settlomont—

Perremnmmt wiilemmg o L1 c0ndition imposod upon zemindum of grant-
QYo haidliga ing pottes to their ryots, that is, of meking a
pormanent set{loment with them. This is n eonditiog which seoma to
Tuve boan entirely forgotten by the ssmindars of the present sy, who

»
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deem it hardship that they should aot be allowed to enhanpe the raul
of ryots dating from the permanent settlement; yet the eondition is ang
that is distinctly laid down in the regulations, thougl it is not said in
g0 many words that the rent fixed by the pottas wah to be unalterable.
Wea have seen; howsver, how the condition mrose, namely, thst the
cornamend at first lulf-intended to make o permanent settlomant diroot
with the ryots, but subsequently altered its intention and devolved this
duty upo the zemindars, And to enable them to earry it ont on the
samo terms ns the Govermment itself noted upon in dealing with the
gewiindars, the regulstions gave to the zemindars the liberty of revising
their ront-roll, evem in respest of persoms holding om fixed terms, e,
mukeraridars and nthu:%&-g VILL, 1793, G, 23-11-01. B, 93-7-02))
21, That this w intended intorpretation of the then rules,
T shinll further show by quoting eertain declarations of Government. On:
17th September 1792, n date subsequent to the premulgation of the
settlement, o geneml ordor of Government encoursged the ryots to
undirtaks the cultivation of sugarcmne. Very logh prices wore then
suling, and Govermment impressed npon the reots the profit they might
make fromit, The order distinetly doclarsd that the profits that arese fron
the introduction of this oultivation should go to the ryots, snd the gemimians.
were not permitted to nnlinnee the rents on seoount of L “Agnin,
when in 1804 severnl zemindars were desirous of revising the holdings
qf'l‘.hulr yyuts, and making new controete with them, they s informed
by the collestor that they could not ennul the previous settloment
unless they could aliew thot it was hrouglt about by fruud, or wits nmde
ut mates which were Smproperly low acording to the then stanilnnd.
The very objeet of the regulations was, as the eollector said, to gund the
ryots from demands of this nature. Aguin, when o dispute aross
betwean the colléctor and the judge, whether the former had Hherty,
under the regulations, to re-settle, st new rates, the lands of fixed timure
holders in Bhusna, the Government, to whom the matter was roforred
by the eullector, declored that the collector had that power, and thnt fixed
enmres wire, undor the regulations, revisable, The Boand hul delared
# sormewhat similar opinion at en eacior date,  (C. 5-5-04 G, 81107,
B, 17-10-01,)
23, The order was that the pottas ehonld be given bofore the end

) of 1198 (April 1702}, und after the tims was
EREROTaivR) W ghvi the Bourd enlled for a topoat us to whether th‘;'i:-
intentions had been carried out or not. Mr. Rocks said that though
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mnny zemindars had given potias to their ryots, thers were somo,
oo especinlly the larger zemindars, who found it
Diffiecitis in the w27 impossible to earry out the order in cousequenco
of the poculine system on which they managed their lands The ryota
moatty hold wndor n furmer or gantidar, who was bouud to pay fixnd

satn to'fho semindar, aod it was tho farmex. or gautidar; &nd not/the e

rrot, who was borng upon the gamindar's books

83 Now, the frmer or gantidar had no regular rates, and no
regraler amount of land ander caltivation, so that he eould oot get &
potin specifying his rates or his quantity of land. The farmer wllestad
the rents fram the ryots who remained (hnsim), and ri-settlnd the lands
of such as ran away (forari), snd it was the fgrmer also who disposad of
unisppropriated lands. T zemindar had nothing to do with the Tyuts’
ountructs, but always, whatover the ncfual state af the land, or whatever
the nmount paid by the ryots, shewed an unvarying sum, viz. the farma’s
yent, in his books In thess eases it waa oloarly impossible for the
somindar to give pottas to the ryots. Thers wers also, however, upon
thess estates, Tyots who paid their rents direct to thin zemindar, and it
duss not appear from Mr. Rooke's repart that they got pottas. OF the
anpient ryols—the pemsons whose tenure it was the chiof abject of this
pact of the regulations to reviso and pormunently settle—Mr, Rooke
rentarks thet they do not hold upon = potia, but get au adjustment
paper at the end of the year. His meaning 1 conesive to be that their
nit getting pottus wider the new regulutions was of loss conseqience on
that aopount. (B, 24-7-92. €. 12-103)

24, The Board, in their arders upon this report, directed that in
cases where the ryots paid throngh a farmer, tha
farmer and the zomindar should measure the
ryots’ lands, aud that acvording to that measurement the farmor ahiould
give & putta to tho ryot, valid for the period during which he should
yetain the farm. It is extremely doubtful whother this was svor carried
out.  When the eollector, s faw years Inter, took charge of the Bhusua
sstate, ho found that no re-settlmment had heen mude with the ryota;
il B founid also that the ryots were unwilling to resive potiny, s they
oonsidersd they thereby lowered the nature of their tenures, which wma:
founded, not upon document, but upou andent ouston, 1 conceive thak
‘a rvot would still more strongly object to receive a potta valid for
‘u period only from o farmer. No sttention wia paid to the subject
after this last-quoted order of the Board ; and from this fxct, and from

it astunlly peerial ol

J-



it REIORT OX THE

fhe fact that no notice 1 auywhers takets of the diffieulties and disputes
which wonld have sttonded u géneral resettloment with the ryots (exvept
in thie caso of Bhusna, where the eollector himsslf undertook the re-settle
ent), 1 ooneluide thit the provisions of the permanent settlomeut oode,
e fur na thoy rogarded settlement befween semindnr and ryot, remained
alniost o dend letter, (B, 10-6-93, Com., Bhusns, 16-10-97. 0. 21-1-99.)

XXTT1.— State of Things Folliwing the Permaneiit Settloment —1T01-1502.

1 took Mubummndshahi as o type of the evils which had to be dealt
with prior to the permanent settlement, spd 1

Pl ek now take Bhosna as the type of the evils that
bl to be dealt with after it. is estate was n large part-of the geat
zomindari of Rajshnliye, ugh not in Jessore at the time of the

settloment, was added to it in the beginning of 1703, Tt eompuined
the grester part of the present Furreedpors distriot, together with
pergunuah Nuldi (including Bator), in Jesore, Tts pssssswent, mpart
from sefiernted talugs, was Rs, 320,000 or 380,000, (G 11-1-93,
0. 21-5-93 ; — 1-496.) ;ﬁa

2. Two years ufter this the estato wie very seriously in arvear, 50
that the Board placed the whoele estats under
attachment, with a viow to ite sale, and wppointed
o spocind officer, with eollector's powers, to manage the mattor, This

Tt falls m arreer,

arrangement, Wowever, wae set aside for some reison op other ufter o

very shirt time, and nothing was then sold of the eetate. (B, 14-3-055
17-4-06 ; 28-5-95.)
3. The wrear was partly the resilt of had managemmt, but for
! the most part it aross from the opposition made
femepasliieddln. by the ryots to. the- semindar s bin | fersties:
The groater part of Bliwain was Leld by o dlass of ryots called jotdars,
who oetupied pretty much the same position thst gautidas did on the
wist of the distrit, They had obtained their tomures on vory insde-
quate rents, partly, no donlt, from luving roosived the land of u time
"h*f“' by inundation or theough oppression, it was very much deprociat-
od in value, but mostly through the collusion of fhe zemindar’s smls
and thoe farmers. Anquiring, through their wealth, neertain amonnt of
power; they could easily obtain the rents due to them by the ryots who
were settled within their teaures; but thoy seized upon auy exouss for
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ot diseharging their own rents (o rocusanoy for which they ar gtill
notorious), and, above all, thay made the most strenuous abjections to
Jusving their rental revised aud increased nnder the torms of the pernun-
nemt & f. (Com., Dlinsna, 21-6-07 ; 16-10-97;5 16-1-98,)

4N K Ray, the ancestor of the Naral fumwily, whom we
liave seely, ton years bofore, involved in proceedings on the criminal vide,
had purchnsed from the rajn of Nattare the pergunnnh Telihiti, and
was farmer under the raja of the rest of Bhusna. His farm commeneed
with 1200 (April 1703), und he jaoceeded at onto to enhnnce the rents of
the tenures  The rent-roll was ot frst Rs. 3,24,000, hanlly suiflcitnt to
vt the assessment (which had, of course, been calouluted on the theory
{hat the rental could be and wiuld be incvedsed), Kulisankar inereased
it the first year to Rs. 348,000, and, by taking very strofijy measares
(violense and opprossion, s thay were ealled by the commissioner), he
suoedod il realizing it in spite of the opposition made by the jotdars.
Next your, 1201 (1704-93), hiz demand was Rs. 3.88,000; but the
oppesition hud now become too strong for hin. Bome ryots led the way
by muking firmal complaint of exoess demand, and obtained in the conrt
a docrve authorizing them to » refund of three times the amount taken,
and this success greatly encoursged the opposition. Then o charge of
murder—apparently on ill-foundid cne—wns brought aguinst the fener,
and though he got off in the end, e had been four months in oonfinemont,
during which time ull operations upan his side were stoppod.  When
o camo oud of jail, about Agmil ox May 1795, the apposition hud became
30 strong that he hardly got in any colloctions. (Com., Blusna, 21-0-87 ;
16-10-97; 16.1-08 (. 10-3-05.)

ﬁX]Jiia at this time (April lfﬁ}'ﬂmt, ns just stuted, the estate was-

sovery heavily in nrrenr, and it will be seen it Tundl
_ yury little chanes of recovery. The rja had, no
doubt, made over the estate in farm to Kolissnkar, in the hope that he:
‘worild bo able by strong mansgement to preserve it; but lis power was
now hroken, and nothing was to be hoped for in this way. The rajs was

Tyrweos 0 aavw b
wilati

spent his whols time in religions exercises, and lot people do what they
Ykl with his sstates 2o long ns he could get money for Lis devotions.
‘Buwl ot losst s hik character us it is handed down in the distriel
Apart from Kalisankar's management, tharefore, he bad no resonron; and
unloss Kalisankar mansged to collect the revenue and pay up the nssess-
mient, the estate must go.. But one device was loft, und that was tried

Thimeelf & thoroughly bad manager; ho dissipated hiz whole wealth eud
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About December 1790 the tuja transferssd his jroperty in Dhasoa to
his minor son, Bishusuath, and the estute, beooming thua the property
of & minor, lad to vome under the mausgement of the court of wurnds,
and would thereforo, according to law, be ordinarily sximpted from sale
for wrvears. Dhusne wag uot the ouly instanes wheve this trick wos
ht ints operstion. M {Cunningham, oollector, charge lottar, 2.7-06)
G, At the sama fimb that this transfer was unde, 8 seeret deed
execnted by the mjn to Kolisankar, by which the mia suspandad,
Gl Joyt 1203 (Juna 1796), the demand tpon Kalisankar for Re. 60,000
of the rent then due by the latter. The ohjest of this was, no dould, to
~enablo. Kalisankar to keop the eolloctor for six months frots cealis: :
~ that amonnt of woney, thoagh it was already due from the estate
for the eilleetar, now that the estate was bronght under the ourt of
warde, oollected thy revenue of the estats from fha furmer, and mot
the Government demand out of lis eollestions, As it turned out,
boweyor, Kilisankar was able by this dooument to gnin even greater
sdvantage than this. F & '
7. The above deed waz not vet known; smd the tollsetor had nat
Bt mder wart of  ¥00 Decome  moquainted with Kalisankar, 8o
wanila, when he had to appoiut a manager for the estate
Just come undsr the court of wards, he appointed Ram Nirayn Ray,
Kalismokir's sow.  This was an injudicions appointment s for, na-Kali-
sankar still remuined furmer, it was not likely thut Ram Naruyn would
perform. with zeal Lis duty of demanding from his own fathar punetisl
payment of his rent, now so much in arrenr. When, therafore, Kali-
sankar's payments were folling still more behindhand, the eolloctor
praposed to imprison bim s a defaulter, bat Ram Nurayn munnged to
tunw chataoles in the way, and this wos not dons.  Ttam Nurayn alsg
helpod 1o oticeal the sooret dosd, the iguomneo of whish led the gollegtor. -
to believe that thoe zemindar hind alrendy -u:dlmtulthumunpy before hi
tososferrod the estate,  Finally, he was suspocted of missppropristing
maney belonging to the estate, sud was removed from the. in
in Agril or May 1706, only two or thee months after b got i, heing
suparseded by o man whose chisl recommendution wag that hu was &
dendly enemy to Enlisanloar, (0. 18-1-00; 9.4-06 ; 24.5.00. B 1-4-96.)
8.  Forthe year 1202, expiring in April 1706, Kalisgnksr owod
Fitala In wrer—ile the estale Ds. 55,000, and afler two g three
farmaes fanprismsd. months he had ran up g additional debt of
Ra, 43,000 for the year 1203, The collectar therefure imprisoned him 8
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udefsalter, and the Board subsequently canvelled his laase, sppointing &
sagawnl or manager to colleot the revenuse from the ryots and under-
farmurs. The oollector attribated Kalisankar's fuilure to thovongh
dishonesty, and e applies some very bad language to him:  But what
the conimissiomor of Bhusud subsequently found, proves that thore was
wwih trith in Kulissnkar's own plea, that the fyots would not ;uyhim.
{0 18-8-96; 30-8-06; 7-0-06. B. 4-11.00, €, 23-12.94.)
9. It must be remembored that there wore two totally distinet
Disesiies b callactinng dobts now under management by the collector;
— namely, the debt due to Government by 1ho estate
on: sceount of its nssessment, and tha debt due to the estate by Kali-
sinkar, and., after the cancelment of his farm, by the ryots, That part
of the first debt {that due to Govérnment on sccount of assessment)
which hnd meerued before the transfir of the estate to the miner pud
the interference of the court of wards was realizable by sals of the
semiindar's propirty, and it was partly recovered by salo hold in June
1706; bt that part of the Government demsud which soorued affer
the estato onme onder the conrt of wards could he realived only by
revovoring from Kalisankar and the ryots the rent they owed to the
estute, 'Tlis it was found most diffioult—almost impossiblo—to realize.
Kalismkar made away witly, ar concealed, his movable property, and
perrtain forms hod to be gono through before his inmmovable could he
Prought to sale; nothing therefore eould in the mesntime be got ou
of him: and s for the ryots, we shall presently ses what it wis st
prevented collactions being made from them. (O, 7-6-08:)

10. Desides this, the Guvernment were guilty of & pieco of groat
mismanagement in adjosting the demands upon tho estate and upon the
furmer: They declared that the remindar wounld be Lield rﬂﬂponﬂih.
ant for the whale amount of the ssessment due up to the date of the
transfer, but for the amount of his eallections up to that date Jess
uxpenses and proprictary allowsnoe.  From that dato up till 27th June

#06, whon thesale had changed the cironmstanees of his farm, Kalissukas
wits to be Habls scconding to the conditions of his fsrm, and after that
dute Kalisaukar was to bo linble for his gross collectinns less reasonable
m This wonld have suited very well had the fist part of the

- domand, vie that upon the samindar, prodused o sum equal to the
ansessmont upon his estate; but, unfortunately, his colloctions were s
Tar hehindhand, thai o demand oalonlated upon the basis of those pollee-

fions conld not produce an amount approaching that of the Government
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revonus due upon the estats, The collsetor pointed oul to the Board
the dofllciency thet would result from their method of caloulntion,
but the Board did ot sen it, and roprimanded him for objecting. T
vonrmsssioner of Bhusna also urged the same potuts, bub was fold by the
Governor General that his visws were * ohvionsly objestionable Tha
Board found ont the mistuke soon anough, when they eams to put their
domanids in foree, and found themeselves, as shall presently T dessribed,
checkmated by the 60,000 rupess domument already alloded to,
(G. 20-7-00; 2-12-06. C. B, 21-6-97; 16797, B. 13-1-07)

11. When Kalisankar's farm was ooncellsd, and {le vourt of
-wm of atmp 1o Wards undertook dirvet eollections from the ryots
4 At through u sizawal or olloctor, they might have

roalizéd part of the debt due from Kalisankar by collocting  the
mocumtlated arream dus by the ryots to Kalisankar, But i this also the
colleotor altogether failed : no papers could be got from Kalisankar and
the uuder-farmers, nod the collector was quite af sea, knowing neither
the demand sor the arroor.
2. At Inst, in May 1797, alter nearly & year had passod without
A | paniener  EOHINE in any money, Mr. Frnst wus appointiad
Syporsid, commissioner of Bhusnn (a new and spesial offive),
with powers fo settle aud pot o the whele mntter, He bogan by
westoring the old amla, whose knowledge of affuirs enabled him to work
un some basia, and he put out « proclomntion statinge thai he woulid
ahalish the wholo of Kalisankar's second increase of nt wnd half of
his first, Tiven then the Jjotdars would not soma firwand to sottlo ; but
by dispossessing & fow of the refeactory chiof ones, and by a generl
distribution of threats and entrosties, he snovended in settling  the
perguunah.  But with all his tact the opposition very nearly averoame
him too. His strongost moana of compulsion wae thront of disposses:
wion, and’ this worked very well until, in November 1797, some of the
ryofa lironght it to the test in the civil sourt; and {bund that the fndge
hedd the ryots eould not be dispossessed by M, Ernel unless bo first
shawod i title to do so in each ease. With 2,000 jotdars to deud
with, thin simply forhads dispossession, Mr,, Erust held that Je was
eutitled to rovise the settlements of the jotdars, and that nvolyved
dispossessing them when lhﬂ}'mﬁmudhirtem.;“dinaﬁh‘nmmﬂ,
Bonrd and the Guvernment upheld him. Dot the Judge, Mr. Paey,
prastionlly held that the Jotdars wero entithed to Lold o ab their old rutes.
Thew. the ryots uaturally had uo objoction to continue the Jrovious
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disordared stute of things, sines it savod them the trouble of paying rent.
They beat My, Frnst's peons when they want to collect rent; they
roflsed ront ns lotg wa they eould ; they brought frivolous tases ngsingt
Mr. Frnst’s amla, and wore continually eiting them as witnesses to the
oonrts. Ilowover, after some time, and with mueh troukile; Mr. Emat
mmg«':c! to settle gverything, and the jotdurs consented to the alight
inerensa he demanded, merely shipulating that it should be entered
geparataly in their pottas.  The whole revenue as lixed in this setfloment
wiis Ra, 8.97,800, allowing o Governmont sssessmant of Re 2,84 118,
mad o zemindar’s allowanes—providid he conld collect it all—of Ra, 26,604
(Gonumissioner, Bhusaa, $1-6-97; 10-10-97; 16-1-98. G, 8-11-97. ;K
13. We have now to seo what wes done about coll

et [ifenlts fo oo, A¥TOAEE; and first thoas due by Kalisankor, ) First
Saring by legal iowra. of all, » summary inquiry wes helld under Regy
Aation XXXV of 1705, while Kalisankar was yet in oustody., In this
b flest brought forward the 50,000 rapees doouwment, and obthined u
deduction to that*extent from the ealoulnted debt.  Fur the Ra. 60,000
remission had been granted by changing it into the form nfnpm?_‘nx
dobt due by Kalisankar to the zemindar, and therefore it could not e
realized from Kilisankar by the Doard, who suceeeded to the
of the estate only after the debl had secrned to the muiu-:h:ﬁ‘rht
Bound therefore found themselyes by thoir own mismanagement cheatmd
ont of Re. 50,000, They could not get it from the farmer, and thoy
hud mlready determined to hold the gemindur responsible only so fur
p.l he had metually mude collections, so that they conld not get it
from him either. (B, 26-9-07.)

14 rest of the arrear was howaver decreid ngiinst Tnlisan-
kar, but ha appoaled the case to the judge, and the judge ordered his
reloass from confinement on seourity (the mjs of Nattors heooming his
soourity) pending decision, Thero wos something wrong in the form of
tlio ‘ense which led the Beard to imaging the appeal woulid o agninst
them ; andl, besides, the case was only o summary one, which smalilad the
dobtar to be imprisonad, but did not bolp the Boand towands selling his
property. Thoy therefors dotermined to withdrow the omse and institute
o rogular suit'; but bofore they did so, the judge lind rajeotod thi sppnl
s inadmissible. Kalisankar, meantime, relepsed by the judge, went off
to Caloutts, to be out of the jomsdiction, and mads sway with his
praperty, transforring ‘Telibiiti to bis son and concealing the rest.  When
provess was sent out to obtain lis re-arrest, bo hid gone to Serarnpire,

L
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and it was found that process under Regulation XXXV of 1705 conld
not be sorved there, A short time after ulso Haje Ham Krishina, his
socurity. died; so that Kalisankar was practionlly feee; and the collector
wis nod n bit nearer realization than befare. (O 17-0-07 ; 16-3-08,)
15, The collsctor had weantime stinched Kulisankur's property,
Telihhti, refusing to recogmize the frandulent transfic he hnd onde to.
his son. The son bad been trying to entrap the colloctor into n réog-
nition by giving in secounts and payving in srrenrs in his own nsme, but
hind failed to gain his object.  (C. 9-2-98) _
- 16 A reguloer suit was pow bronght agninst Kalisankar by the
Board, but the snit was dismissed, on the ground that the mnor sanin-
dar hnd attained hid majority, and thongh Je hail not tales over thargs
of the estate, hie nlone was competont to sue for arrears of renty &0 o
suit was again bronght, this time making the zemindur a party, snd
ub lengtl, in September 1700, o decree was obtained for Ra 62,000 and
oosts.  The zemindur had eaused mnch delsy by reflusing to wet in the
wmatter with the Government. (Commissioner; Bliusun, 8-4-08. (3. 11-6-08,
(3 17=7-00 ; 26-9.00,)
17. Bome difficolty was experionced in gotting hold of Knlisankar,
T frmcr. afer some  DUL D@ wis nrrested about the middlo of 1800 and
mﬂﬂ"&‘h ;:'; put in m:nl.:u}vmuul umlm: the 1lacrlrm .Hu made
g sevarn] patitions from the joil, alleging hisinahility
ty meet the debt and offering partisl psyment. Telibdf wos pither
sulfored to fall in arrear and be eold up, o, st all events, the collectar
wae ufraid to, or did not eell it to pay Kulisankar's dolit. Hp mude
povasional fuguiries about Kalisankars alleged henami property, but
enme fo the conclusion thot he had notsny.  The Govermnent, howover,
rfused for o long time to remit, as Kalisankar desired, cither intevest op
costs, but finnlly, after Kalisankar had been imprisoned for more than -
four yoars, allowsd hin {0 be released on his paying down Bs, 10,000 and
engeging with five soonritios to pay the rest of the principal (Ra. 35,430)
by instalments. The interest was remitted, but Government sppavently
still hold Kalisankar responsibilo for the costs, The insalment bond
uppeses fo have been honestly discharged. (€. 22-802. 1. 16-11-02.
O, 48007 5-7-045 22-10-04; 22-11.04. B, 8-12-04. O, 1-1208;)
I8 We come tosce what means were taken to realizs tlie sonts
.J".-.;‘I.‘TJKJL"‘" :Ilguea.ml uminghtlmmm. from the ryota, M,
rst hnd sottled Blinana, in thet he hud given
theryots and jotdurs pottas spoaifying their vent ; but bo apparently fouud
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ﬂmnﬁlu diffienlty in inducing the ryots to pay their ronts, A fow
I nfter the settloment he had already suits for Ra, 100000 of
wrrears due by various ryots, who, s we have said, avoided by every
means o their power the psyment of their debts  THe had powar
tinder the law to distrain, but that was useloss, ng he conld never fiad
anything to distmin, and Le was met by forellile opposition.  The law
was, in fuot, quits inadequate, Al that the zemindar could do—all that
even the ecollector coulid do—wax to bring suits against the ryote, and
thise suits were so numerous that great dolay povnrred in disposing of
them. But what sort of remody was o suit? The senindas had L
much money to earry it on, and it wes a cdisnes if he got the money buek;
the suits paturally took some time and the ryat gained his object by guine
g delay, And it wns one thing to get a deare, another fo exeotte it.
The ryot got out of thy way, removed his property, snd even combined
with othurs to forcibly resist the exeoution. In short. if the: ryots
banded toguther to keep the zemindar out of his momey, leroing him to
bring suits agoinst them by hundreds as his ouly remedy, they eould
postpone almost indefinitely the payment of their pent, (C, B. 14-4-05;
19-0-98. . 21-1-99; 2.4.98)

19, Mr. Ernst sccordingly found himeelf laden with i mass of
suits against his ryota. The ryots, bent ou opposition, denied ther
engugemints, and Mr. Erust hod to prove them—a task of great diffi-
oulty when there wers so many ; and even then he did nat gain his full
object; fur the juige held the nwease, which was separstely spocifiod on
the jotdar's engagements, to be an “abwab” or cesg, and - rofusnd 1o
deeres it. The witnesses also conld not be got at—another dilloulty.
Mr. Ernst, however, obtained in the end a Tot of deorees; but the dalay
in obtaining them, and the diffeulty in exconting thet, worm ruinomus
to the estate. "When, in February 1799, ho haudod ovar thio Hinnnge-
ment to the colloctor, he handed over docrees sggregnting R, B4,000,
and about a hundred current suits, nggregating R, 45,000 more; bat
the ecollector declaved that the decrees wers of 1o use, and could not be.
anforced. (T, 8-11-97, €. 6-5.90; 15-4-00.)

20, The judge (Mr. Melvill) had, at My, Flrist’s request, put ond
a sort of proclamation that e wonld exesnte deerees sgainet dirfaulters
in Bhusna by disposssesing them of their tenures. The suddir eonrt,
whom he informed of it, told him his law was bad and the jotilars eouhl
not bo dispossessed. My, Melvill arpuod they could, on the groamid
Uit thougl thors was uo epecillo jaovision of law o the offoot that ryota
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. might be dispossessed in ease of non-payment, yut such v "'X
“to zemindars, and the custom of the eountry applied it 0.1y N
moresver, the luws specinlly spoke of thair retaining lm!i@ﬂ s long
an they paid rewt, But dispossession even was not a sufficient ments of
exooution, for the lands inthe various tenures were 50 soattored, that none
but the ryots themselves knew them, and though the frst tensut night
be formally dispossossed, & seoond tenunt conld not be put in possession,
(. 30-7-95 31-8-08. Bud. Ot 22-8-98)

21, W therefore find these ryots' and jotdirs” nrvanrs outstanding
for o very long time. In Febmary 1799, we Tave already said, thers
wore s, 1,249,000 outstanding, dewsed or being sued for, Tu 1504
the colloctar writes of severil of the Bhusna defaulters of 1707-08 being
still in jail, though muany had been arranged with, There were 3,471
defnlters in all, and very liftle was realizable. In 1800 there were still
Ra 92,701 of the nrrears of Mr. Emst's time due. most of it perfuctly
‘realiznh (O 20-0-04; 3-12-04; 16-8-00, B, 2-3-11.)

20 o zemindar hod come of age in the latter half of 1797, but,

i semniodee et o 08 Mr Ernst was then eogagod in settling the estate,
Teseivn husk iha seinte. the Government continned, with the semindar’s con-
sont, to manage till the end of the year (ie, till April 1798), Pat when
that time enme, the zemindar refused to receive the estats, ns the Govorn-
‘ment had themselves proved it to be impoesible to ronlize from it nnything
equal to the assessment. T do not find, in faol, any notics of his having
roceived ook charge of the estato at all ; but ns the Boand hnhlthnﬂ_tﬂﬁ{
to be responsible for its zevennun, whether he took charge of it or not,
thoy proceeded to sell it up plecemenl for the weesars that hod neerued
Tho setwio in somplaely P00 it through their being themselves tmnulile,

ool by realization from the ryots, to meet the pasess-
ment.  Onelorge sliee of it had already pone in June 1706, o ealo on. .
account of srrears which had secrnsd Tefors the tmusfer to the sinor, (

Telibihti hind been alrendy privately sold. '

The following sales for arars due on Thnsna took place in 1799 :

Verguminil ——— Date of salo, Purchoacy,
Tia,
Havell ... 32613 .. 152070 ... Ram Nath ‘ﬂa}
Mokimpir ... 25,047 ... 2521700 . Ditto '
Nousibalinkii ... 16057 .. 252190 ., Dhaisebuath Ray

Bator w068 2821700 .. Shilprasad Ry
Naldi . 66700 .. 231700 ... Bhoirbnafl Rey /7{
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nnd the smaller parts of it were almost all sold away also In Iﬂlﬂ;‘k
(G, 18:10-07, Commnr., Bhusna, 30-4-98, €, 1-5-99; and towjee books.)
23, The Bhaimbusth Hay who bought Nuldi was really a
Apin n s end peenldonym for Rani Bhawani, the grandmother of
the zsmindar, who apparently strove in this way to
save the family estate, to soms small extent at least, Her endesyours
worn, lowiver, fruitloss. Two years later, in March 1801, the pergmmmah
wns ngmin deep in arrears, snd wasagain sold op for arrears and hought
by Prau Kishto Singh.\ (0. 21-3-01 ; 17-5-02; 9-1-02.)

2 oiso of was similar, Tt was fonnd to be really the
property b the zemindar Dishnsuath Ray, who had bought it in in
snother's nmme. 8o the Board in 1803 ardered it to e sold up for
wrrears ftill dus by him,  (C. Jr-ﬂ-ﬂ-!}”x

25, Bome others of the purthuaamMIH arrears and hod ther

pstutes pub up for sale. It was apparenfly very diffionlt to find new
pnmlmuem. {for no one wankl hild for estates that were such sure sources
of ruin: the lnw being utterly inndeqnate to enable zemindars to get
i their rents and so discharge the Government revonue due on their
oatates. (O, 18-6-90; 9:7.99.)

XXTIIT.—The Ruin of the Old Zeminidars.—1785-1802.

W hove now seen one of the great zemindur families of the distriet
Ciiime ‘F 1ha' dolia of - 1982 all thuir estates one after enother, throngh
no fualt of their own, but from enusées &i:u:liy
roferablo to the action of Government, First ofall, tha wt
fixed at the permanent settlemont was too high; it sssamed pa ita
hasis Jess the rato which actually existel than the rato up to which
the zemindars might incresse. Dut when the zemindars tried fo
inoronss, they found the ryots too strong and the law too wouk to help
ghm ext, it assumod the realizability of tho entire sssets, hu.tﬂa
found it imposdible to yealize without o system of oppression
und '.'mlanm which not ouly mined the estats, but drove the ryots into
and made them speedily discover how weak the law was
pgaingt fhem, Next, while the law insistedl upon the immidiate
payment of all the asessments due. by the zomindars, it p!.uurlm their
hands Lho most insafficient means of colleeting their dus.
¢ was sold up in 4 moment if he failed to pay his assessment, bt if any
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ryot fuilsd to pay him, be hud to go through a dilatory, expensive, and
by no moans certiin process of suing the ryot in court and executing a
dearoe agninst him—that is, if the ryot had not meantime tuken advan-
tage of the delay and run away with his mouey in his pocket.

2. All this we have seen in the history of the Dlmsna estate; hut
it was plain ulso wherever the collector hud to oolleet from ryots direct.
Tho collector somplaing on 2nd April 1798 that he fuds it most difficult
to collest in CGovernment estates ; and again, on 215t Juntary 1799, he
writes that the ryots refuss to pay and uttorly disregard his orders
Suing them is useless, as the expense does not pey; snd he urges that
T should be vested with powers to fmprison defaulters in Government
esintes. In the samo year (13th March) he writes that people are
sctunlly refasing to purchase estates when put up for sale, so grest is
their foar of ruin throngh the contumncy of the ryots

4, But besides tho contumney of the ryots, there was mnother,.
thougll n less effective, cause operating to procure the ruin of the old
goiindars, The permanent settoment, in doelaring the lauds to be the
proparty transferable by sale of the zemindars, hod maile them availuble
to the ereditors of the zemandars for the malistion of their olsims. The
surpindars bofors the sottlement were many of them in debt; and now they
Y ooensionnlly to part with their lands to meet their ereditors’ demanida,

4. We will traee the ruin of some of the families, and first the euja

_ the zemindar of Tsafpur, The Rajs Srikent Ray:

T lafpr wats )0 boen groatly in dobt long bofora tho settlemant
and the committes of roveune mterfered in his affsirs in 1784, His delita
are thus enumersted in a letter of the judge’s: Ra 9,970 duo to his
househiold servants, e 17,870 due on bonds, and He. 3,101 miscella-
noous ; about Bs, 50,000 in all.  That the commities of revenue thought
fit to interfore in the case of such n small debt, shews how little margin
they know had been allowed to & zemindnr whose estates paid a revenue
of thres lakhs, Three years after this the collsstor deseribes the rajo
s having been reduced * through bad: management” to “boggary.”
From all this it is clear that the mja did not exactly start upon fair terms
st thie time of the permaneut eottlomant, and oould do little ta bear up
imder the hard tavms then imposed upon him. (J. 16-7-84, €. 5-1-87.)
5. The rajn's zemindari appeared in the ssle list in 1795, but e
SR the debt was somehow paid up in timo, the sale
did not take place.  Agnin, in Fobrunry next yoar,

it was in arrear, and in May it was placed under attachment, The
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zemindir kimsalf applied for permission {0 sell part ‘of Lis estate
privately and thus liquidate tho demand, hut the Board refused to do
that, ordered sal of part, and released the vest from the mttachment..
Porgunnah Mallai (Asesssment 2274 1) was avoordingly sold in November.
(B, 14-4-95. €. 10-2-96 10.5-96. B, 5:7-96.)

6. In the commencemont of next year (1797) the raja petitionsd

“the Bourd, that as some of his property was alroady gone by sals

(Rasulpur Amessment 27649—having been eold by the il court in
1796 slso), ond pe the rest of it wns nnder attachment by the sheriff
at the instanee of his creditors, the whole might be sold by the Board,
whin he would get a befter prics than in the eivil court, and he
might thus, after meeting all eliims, have something left to him. This,
howover, was not done, for we find in that year some other large sales

(0f the property :—

Pergunnali, Assrantisnl Daite of auls,

e

Rangdin it de 7,452 ... 11-197 For arrears,
Jhlin ... o A4aed L 24197 Thtto.
Remchandmpur . 17300 ., 22407  Ditto.
Chengntis ... .. 19,682 .. 145697  Ditto.
Emadpur 74 i 6,428 ... 5-9-97 Ditto.
Saydpur e 43296 .. 17-6-97 By civil court, for

roalization of Jebd,
Bahosh had also bomn sold privately in 1796-97, and part of Luifpus had
b solid by the sherifl, (O, 31-1-07 ; 9-8.07 ; 4-8-07 ; towjoe records.)
7. Thie mja, now driven apparently to lis wit's end, adopted
Fremlulesl aitmple 1o 10070 objectionable means of making money. He
Tuive camesy. und his brother Gopinath made somo private
partitions of the remaine of the estate; snd while the raja sold, or
ruiilized money by merlgaging parts of his lands, Gupinath came in to
clnin: that the parts so mortgaged or sold were not (he raji's but his, aud
rofusod to deliver possession.  Then he created talugs, meciving purehase
maney; and afterwnrds refusing possession aud colleeting the ronts
direct from the rypts, ho caused the taluq to fall in arvear and be sold up.
Finaully, ko trausferred his lands tohis mindr son, expecting theroby to save
tham from being sold ; but, apparently; the Government had now refused
t0 redogmize this device, Ancther plan by which he tried (o get mabey
was by euing the Government for o lakh of rapess an account of the
resumption; nt the time of the settloment, of his Yuiti or stipediary
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latils ; Trat this suit of courss he lost. (0, 10.8-97 ; 0.11-07 ; 24-10-07 ;
5-7-08 '3 20-9-98 ; and 30-11-98.)
4, The mst of the estate wane sold up one way or soother
in 1708-09, and then the majn died leaving o
Fafily suthity it widow and n minor son. They lad sold up
overything nnd wemn reduced to destitution—even their jewels had
gono. 8o the colloctor, at the instance of the widow, applied for and
obbiined for fhem a compassionnte allowanes of Tle: 200 o month
(€. 2-9-02; 20-2-04.)

0, After enjoying this for four or five years, tha widow died in
1807, and Gopinath, the brother, applied that it might be continued.
They lind in the moantime besm suing, sl had  gained o dedroe
ngainst one Durgs Charn Mukharjye, the effect of which was fo set
‘agide the sale of a lorge estato and restore it to the family, But the
onse woa appealed to Hogland, aud so the pension was still required.
The pension was continued with o deduction of Re, 14, and Ts, 156
eontimiod, up till 1812 ot least, to be paid to the family. (C. 8-7-07;
12.7-08 5 30-12-11. DBd. 3-1-12.)

10, We come now to trice the fortunes of another family, vie

e Muemadas 11¢ Nuldangs, or Mubiammadehnhi family, Their
warats. estato wis at the time of the permanent ssttle.
mont already divided into two partsa; Raja Gobind Deb Ray having the
pmalloy share, one-fifth, and Malendro Deb and Ram Bankar holding
in pommon the fur-fifths share. In 1797 we find Gobiml Dob's Lands
heavily in nrrear pod exposed for sals, but for some reason thoy wore
ehoefly alter roleased. A year later they are in the sherifls hanids, snd
he i8 aboul to sell them on the part of Gobind Del’s eroditors.. The

Thi youngdt beanty 20l however, did not then take place, for we find
Fimed. them in 1800 again put up for sale in the same
way, and this tme they wore actunlly sold. (0. 81-5-97; 6-7-47 ;
16-7-98; 27-8-00 ; 22-10.00.)

11. The- sale had been brought about in this way. Gobind Deb

Pty e rovull of Ihsiz hod sald to one Glarb- ullnh Chindlin o tllul.l

o fraid. within the lmits of his estate, and Gharib-ullaly
was prosceding, in opposition to the zemindar's wishes, to have it
sopamted, 8o Gobind Dob eolluded with one Rupnarmyn Ghos, to
whom he had long owed s lot of monsy, to get this talwy set asids. e
exoouied {0 Bupnamyn o mortgage of all hie directly holil property, as
well as of the large taluge that stood in the nome of hie sons.  ‘The
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morigagy was made in the name of Baranmi Ghos, Rupnorsyn’s
futher, and it was sntedated by seven or eight years. The rujs,
whoss solo objeot in this waa to set aside Grarib-ullah's talig by
proving thut he had it not in his power to ereats it, took an sgrecment
from Rupuarayn that he would sever potually foreclosa the mortgage,
but Rupnarayn forsook this agreement and sold up the cstate. A
relative of his, Pitambar Bowms, bought it, awl eold it to one Krjshun
Mohan Bunarjys ; and Gobind Dol found himsell pesessed of nothing
but his briti or stipendiary lands, sod the roligions linds wttached to
his Family. The fraud wos not susecssful 8o far es roganded (Hurib-
ulluly, for he not only saved his talug bul got it separsted next year.
Gobind Dob's heir subsequently instituted a sait for the recovery of the
estato, hut lie was east. (0 22-10-00. B. 24-11-00; 5601, O, 26501
Hee 8. D, A. Reports, 11, p. 18))

12, Of the larger share of the sstate s prrtiting was scnmensod
shortly after the settlement. Ram SBankur desind
it, and Mahendra Dol opposed it by all means in
Lis power, The partition in ita fest form (1704) was mjocted by
Grovernment, but was afterwards properly dome and approved by
Glovermmant (1706); it is noted, however, at the tims of its completion,
that Dokl the zemindars wore in arrear, Defore o year had passed,
Muhendra Deb's shure had been attached by the shorll snd «ld on
pecount of debts duo by Mahondm.  The parchaser, who was also the
oroditor, was Radhamohan Banarjya. Even this sale was not without
an attompt al feied, for Mahendea atteupted fo save his estabe by
gifting it to his son Anand (B, 20-9.92; 20-7-04. C. 19-1-00;
U300 4-5-47 ; 1057

13. Mhus two branches of fhe family lost their estates within

The millle eenen ted yoars of the permanent sottlomout, sud wove
ritantly aivad redued to poverty,  The remauining besnch (Ram
Bankur) with difficulty esouped the same fate; their estate wis savod,
bt only by the interforonce of the collector. We have seen it in
arrear in 1790, and uest year if wis oxposed fur sale along with Gobind
Dob’s, but wns reloased in the same way, Again, the sstate is notedin
1790 &z being heavily in arrear, and next year it wins under pttachmunt
by tha collectar, Tho zemindar, however, munaged to have it released
by paying up the debt; but in 1801 we again find it in arresr by
s 25,000, Part of this was due to severe Josses entsed by the inun-
dntiona of the proviows year, and the collector, reprosenting this fwt,

. ' i

Thr skl foreieh wdi] up
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and ropresenting also that the whole of the rest of the estates of this
anoient family had now gone, and only this brnch was left, induced
the Board to consant to holding over Ra 10,000 of this debt. The
amount was regulaely prid up by Ram Senkar as it fell due, (O, 315077
B-7-67 3 4400 ; 21-7-00; 20-6-01 5 11-3-02) _

14. Aguin, three years later, the collector had to:intorfire to
suve the estate, For the raja, to pay up the arrears he owed, had run

into dabt, and had givon his ereditors farms in lis estate with whidh in

part to ropay thomselves. These creditor-farmers withheld their rend in
the hope that the estate would thus be hrought to eale and they might
“ihen buy s more permanent interest.  FPurther, there had been o fitile
frund ; for the mia, by way of providing against nltimate sale, which he

apparently thought must come sooner ov later, had alienated, in the

natmes of servants and velations, cortain porticns of hia estate, sttach-
ing to them an inndequate assessment, and by consequence to the
pemninder nn excessive assessmont. This fime the collector attached
the whole of the estate for arresrs, but as the srrears were paid up it
was roeleqend, (0, 3-10-04 ; 28-10-04 ; 14-11-i4.)

15, I cannot say whether the estate afterwanis prssed through
any more similar diffionlties. Dot zeminderis weors hy this time begin-
aing to improve, sl that fact, togethor with the death of Ram Sankar,
and the consoquent apsumption of the estnte hy the court of wards
aboul 1813, fluslly saved the estate for the fumily. Rum Sankar’s
doseendants nre now the mjas of Naldanga, and the other two branches
of the fumily are in comporstive poverty. ‘The sons of Muhandea
wmanagul for a timo to regain partial possession of their fathir's estabys,
for ahout 1216 (1808) they brought s snit sgainst Wedbamohan, the
purchaser of tha estats, mod. compromised it by rooeiving seven annas,
whils Radliamohan retainod nine annes of the estate.  Afler o time,
howsver, thoy sgnin lost their lunds, the Naml fumily purchusing
thens,  (CL10-1-18; 905-14.)

16, A short gleoce, in chronological onder, of the sules for arrears

Sihw e sy of the other estates in tho district will shew how
ruiinml. generul was the min of the old remindire
From a letter in 1700 it appears that Delfulyn pargnnneh had' been
sovernl times under sale.  EHogla had nlso heen sild in 1203 (1700),
and it had bheen bought in the neme of & minor, uw relation of the
provious proprietore.  This was a device to save themsslvos the profits of
the estate; for ae soon ne the estate waf Lronght under the vourt of
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wisnds, the provious propristors got themselves appointed managers of
the estate, aud then of courss defaulted with impunity, ne the estate
coull not, being under the pourt of wands, be sold for arronmm, In @
Jobter of 1800, whiih was probably the height of the diffionltins, the
pollsstur writes that thers were 1,000 estates in arrear "In 1801
Bolfulyn wis again sold, twico over.  In fact, as the collector wrote in
1799, in roply to n oull from Government, \*Tho landholders wer
yuitied by the insuffisiancy of the regulations,’and there was hordly
# wingls lurgs landholder in Bengal whe had not been relduced to
yin throngh the iuelliciency of the regalations affecting the ryots.”
(0, 16-2-910 ; 11-3-00 ; 21-4-00 ; 13-6-01; 15-7-1K}) ’4
IT,W mintters at length pressed themsslves upon the attention
of Government, and Regulation VI of 1700 was
the weult. But the mischiof was nlready done,
il the new regulition eould nnt give back to the old zmindsrs the
* property they tisd lost it eoulid only give the new remindars stability
in the estates they ha ph-n‘rmwl, by giving them greater fneilities that
fhin ald ones had for renlizing their rents. (0. 8-10-81 5 -7-00 5 9-1-02
18, X Although tha ruin of the old zemindars cannot but be looked
Feminilarls begin to  OR ne matter for regret, yut it was not without -
many great advantages to the distriel.  Tlampersd
on every side by dobt, they could do nothing for the benefit of their
patiites, living nbsolutely 1o capital to work on.  The now purchesem
of the large semindasis were for the most part mon of businiss from
Calontta. Thoy had often, like Badlwmohsn Banagiys who purchased
Mulmumadshati, got their first footing through having lent lurge
aimns bo tho zomindars; and at all evonts thay were meon who lind by
their own exertions amassed some degroe of wealth.  Thay hwd
vonsequantly, so oarly us 1801, nequired the veputation of munaging
thetr estates woll; they began looking into the old sub-temures, thay
extenidd the cultivation, and ceased to oppress the ryots; from whom
alone in the enid improvément must begin X In 1802 the colloctor
stioes {ho extonsion of cultivation, and sgafn in 1811 ha writos that
‘thero is a genoral reslamation of wasto lands, and that the regnlations
are now strong enongh to ensure a #poody roalization of the pubiio
dugs, The regulation of 1700 had, in fact, 2o mach shanged the position
of wifiirs, that wheress the eollector and the semimdars had up to that
yoar boon continually somplaiving that they coull do nothing with the
ryola the oollector wrote in 1300 that he found thy ryats wheconded

Tesgruluticrn VIT of 17090
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bedily when presaad by the powers the low hud given him, (0, 3-1-02 5
15-0-010 5 8-7-11 5 25400 1 5-5-04)

1%  Of all the considerable zemindariz in the district, only two
appear to linve: withstood the erdeal of the first ten yeurs undes the
permanent sttlement.  The one was the Saydpur estate, now known as
the Trust Estate, It was thon in the hands of & Mahomedan lady, and is
mentioned ns being so very well managed by her, that interforones on the
part of the court of wanls wis deemusd quite unuecessiary, The other
estate was Bultanpur, which had been nequived by Kasi Nath Datt in
the momner I have before alladed to, At the Imrm.mamtt pettlomont tho
oollector did not consider himself al liberty to revise the settlement of
thia estate, ss ité nssessment had besn flxed some time bofore by the
Governor General.  He consequently allowed the old sssssment to
tomain, althongh he declared it was inndequate.  T'o this fact the estale.
no doubt owed its immunity from arroar and from sale. (0. 13-12-00:)

XXIV —Creation of ot New Olaws of Zemindars—1705-1802.

Wioex all these lnrge estates began to fiull in wrrear, it was not

itales were Phe prngtico to sell up sach estate bodily, but
""“"""“I*-l"" perilmt,  pnly to sell n sufflcient quantity of eucl ostats,
ko thit the pirchaso-money might eover the arrear. In the ctse of
Lurge ostates invluding within their Jimits soversl pergunnubs, this was
sy amaugh, s the nesessmant borne by tho large estute wes the aggm-
gike of the ussessmonts calonlated separataly upon the porgummailic, il
thus any single pergunnah might bo sold, lable only to the distingt
pssessmont upon it,  But i the esze of mmaller estutos it was diffierant.
When it became nevessary to sell o portion of sioh an estats, it wus
spocifiod ouly a8 a certain fraction of the whole, and thus the purehneer
and the ol zemindar bocame joint propriotors, aml their relations wers
not likely to bo very amicsble. In some of the large wtates, nlso,
spoifie portions wore sometimes sold upon which the assessmont had
niol boan sepurately calvalated : they were, in faot, solid suhjent bo issese
mout to be caloulated aftor sale. This lnsf-mentioned proetios, howaver,
was vary early found to bo o bad one; it was manifietly so w0 Fir ps
regurded the shane of getting 4 good purchassr, and even when o good
prrnhaser was found, groat difficulty waa exporienced, through the want
of proper dutn, in spporctioning the asessmont.  The Doond tiersfove
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diveeted that the ssessmant should in all cases be appartioned before
solling any pert of an estato. (0. 11-9-97 ; 18-1-08.)

2. The selling of a specific portion sibjsol to o spenific assessment
wus attended with no diffienlty, The portion
sold annply fovimed & new estate, and the rest of
the zomindari was brought on the books in the place of the ontire
estate thus broken up.  But there wore difticultios in respoct of the other
prastion, that of sdlling o nen-spocifle share sabject o o shure of the
entire asessment, In that ease 1o now estate was ereated, but the old
and pow proprictors eomtinued to hold jomtly the common estate. But
they wore o far separate that they might separately full in neeonr, I
s old zeminder foll in wersar, then auother share of his estale wia
similarly sold up and & new gropristor introdueed 5 if the new zemindar
fell in arrear, then & share of his share was sold up pnd another separate
linbility creatod. A eonfusion of rights threatensd, whidh would sy
groat insecurity to the vevenue ; and the collector, when in 1799 he wrots
pointing this ont, proposed treating ull the propristors as possessed of n
juint undivided estate, that is, rendering them lahbls for ench other's
arrears. This was nol done ; but there was a practios not very different
from it. For the various propristors wore obliged to nppoint o dngle
manager fir the estute, and if they could not agree on one, the collestor
might make the sppointment. This, iowover, was o proctioo whisl hardly
suitald the proprivtors, and people beeame yery chary of buying estntes
40 ciroumstanced. The collector, writing in 1801, savs there are about 100
guch estates in tho distriet, and that it is difficalt to find purchasers
when they fall in arrear. (0. 12-1-00: 5-6-01.)

. The Bourd, on this last lotter, recommended the partition of
the estutes among the various proprictors—a plan
which already had been lurgely uvailod of, for the
reoords: of these yoars oontain muny notices of wnoh partitions, Tn
this munner, therefors, there also arose mool muoltipliostion of estabes

4. But by far the most fruithl souree of inerense in the numbes

Vreiguniih scpantion o OF estates was the separation of talugs.  All' who
tadijgn hield talugrat the tine of the pormanent sotthement
were mtifled to have thom separited then, that is, considercd as &
soparnts estate.  Dut the separations made then were nothing in pro-
portion to the lirge number that were sopamtad afterwards wnd o groat
purt of the collector’s work wos in connection with the sepuration af
these taluge.  The zomindars, a8 T have sl before, frequently oppised

Jiikideatube yyelum

Frovmant pariitions.
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the separation of the tilugs; but in many instanoss they orented
talugs, receiving purchass-monsy, and knowing perfedly that they
would be sepamated.  Thers was one danger in me;wthm,mmaty-
that n large slice of land being separated off with an inadequate
nssessmonit, the romainder of the estate might be insuificiont to aseure
the rmemainder of the wssesment; but with this exeeption the work
prosemted no diffienlty. In fet, the talugs wers sometimes, as in the
cense of Mulismmaodsliahi, ereated by zomindars fir the expres purpose
of lringing ahout this insecurity of revenus, and so facug on the
Goyurnment a reduction of sssessment. (O, 0-1-02; 28-10-04 ; 20-0-04.)
5. The inerenss in the mamber of vetates cansnd by thess monsuron
h,._, B ot of  100¥ be estimated from the following figures :—At
the thue of the permunent settlanent there won
juet over 100 munhals (estates), and thers were also o fow—but | csnnot
say how muny—separated taluge. When Bliusnn was adided (o the
distriot, besidos tho estate itself there were 2,156 tulugdars; but
whether thess were all sepanibed or not, T cunnof pay. T 1799, the
colleetor writes that there are in the district 8,000 estates, of which
mone than 1,000 bear u rovenue less than ten ruposs: - But the numbor
ig in 1509 given at 3444, so that T sanmot say whother the 6,000 {s &
mero rough guess, or whether any change had taken place betwoen
1790 und 1809, Mr. Wintls, the calleotor, howener, writes i 1708
thnt sinoe he had joined, thet is; sinee two yenrs before, 1,000 estaten
had been added to the register by soparation of talngs.  (C. 18-12-0i);
703 ; B-10-00; 0-11-00 ; 3-12.98.)

6. Exeept during the Aftesn years which ceondod the permanmmt
eottlement, aud during the resumptions which long subsequently took
plase, there was no considerablo addition to the nomber of estates on
il rull

YT!U& hnmhug up of the large eslates, pad the crention onb of

Advantages disived from. o of many small estates, was therefore one of
. the cifests, though perhape an indirect cno, of
the permmnent setilement.  Of the great advantags bronght ahont Ly .
it there can be no doubt. That state of welety is ulways the most o
presperous where the wealth s distibuted over many individuals,
instend of being mased in the hands of one or two oaly.  Foworful
und wonlthy semindars, oven now, are too apt to abyse {huis position
nod consider themaelves beyond the pale of the Inw, ryots und
tlin pooter dlieses fail to reovivo dus considerition At Euﬁr hands, and
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their power and the number of their dependants anable them easily
to carry everything bofore them, It s differont, however, whan wy
find moderste wealth and & certsin independence o{pmtmnmmd
by a lorge body of people. No one of them is powerful onough
to injure with Impunity any of his veighbours, and u cortain amount
of mutunl eonsideration wnd farbearance s foresd upos all, People
ean live ut peace with each other, instend of living in perpotual dread
of supuror power.

8. Another great advantsge resulted from it in this way. The
mansgement of landed property is not the forte of Bongali semindars,
and w zemindar who possesses an immense tract of conntry naturally
finds gronter diffiouities in mansgement. The best managed estates are
Almost always those which are not too large to become unwieldy.
A propristor whose estate is measured by tons of milss may casily bo
frightoned awny by the diffioulties that lio before him; and with lis
prominent position, too, ho has less motive to apply himsell with
ensrgy fo the task of improvemmt,  But a man whise lands are not too
Jargo for him fo romain perfeotly acquainted with everything affocting
them, und whoss property is not too large to make him despise the
alow bt sure incromsnt which the improvement of Ianided estates biringn
with it, is likely to manage his lands with sucoess, and in improving
them, to improve also the position both of himself and of his ryots.

XXV .—Eurly Attempts to Recliin the Swadarhann —1784-15800, \'\.

%

Mu. Hesoxeir, at an ewrly period of Lis magistraoy, turned his
attention. to the Sundurbans, snd he was the founder of the systom of
. melamation which is now converting these groat forests into immense:
Tioo traots,
2. The route from the esstern Alstricts to Caloutia ]mnud.lt. that
timo by nearly the same riverconrses which it
ERDEatmE: il now—hy Kochna, Khulna, Chanidkhali,
and by the rivor looding past Kalignnji But this routo was then
south of the-oultivated tracts, and for the most part Iny theough forest,
o0 habitations being on either side. Cullivation had in some plices
been carried farther south—for exumpls, in the pergunnabs of Hogle
and Chirnlia; bt the above deseription for tho most part held good.
(ML 31-5-80.)



136 REPONT ON THN

3, Apperenily about 1782 or 1783 Mr. Heunckell establishel,
for bonts passing through this inliespitable trast,
Thseo omjen wiabhedle 4y o granjos thint §s to say, places whiery truvellers
might mest with traders and provisions might be obtainable:  One of
these was ut Kochus, on the enstorn side of Jesore; one was st Clund-
khiali, now on the western side of the distriet, but then in the centro of
the passags through it; and the third was at Henckoliganj, then the
wostern sido of the district, This lntter plase is close to Bangalpars, n
litle west of Kaliganj; in the 24-Porgunnals, and it was nsmeil alter
Mr. Henckoll, When Mr. Henckell's ngent was clearing the ploce
(Lo it ‘wiis jungle when first oceupiod), he was very much disturbed by
tigers, who would make attucks upon his pesple, 20 he aifixed o the
place tho name of Henckell, expecting that the tigers, drosding that
e, would no mere molest him ; and the name pdhored to the place
evor afey, until at Iest the survey authoritios went ‘round and,
picking up the ueme only from nadive pronuneistion, wrete it down
Y Hingulgmoge” in thelr mnps, and blotted out the history it con-
tained. (. 29-7-80,)

4, In all the threo places, in fact, oloariogs of jungle had to
bo mads before the ganj could be established, for they were all in
the Bumdarban forest; at ench of them also some trmota of land
were browght under cultivation. ¥From some ocorrespondence in the
beginning of 1784, it woull nppenr that M, Tlenckoll paid in o great
messare out of his private purse for these reclamutions. Posibly he
hod his outlay aftorwands reimbursed to him, (€L 26-3-00.)

6. On 4th April 1784 Mr. Honckell submitted to the Board his

Weockills sedammfion goliemno fuir the seclnmition of the Bundiiehans
eulitna. He propossd granting plots of land, on favamble
tarms, to poople nmdertaking to reclaim them, The terms where theso s
fho grantos or * talugder” was to votain 200 higges of laml for
YWimself; upon the wost e would bo chargeable with Governmmeiit
revimie, aeconding to the amount he bronght under eultivation, The
yovonue was 1o bo for the fivst three yoars nothing ; fourth year, 2 annos;
il 4 annas; sixth, 6 pooes ; soventh and suceseding years, 8§ oonos.
Tt dogs not appear that the grantee was bound to bring under cultivation
sy specified pmount within & fixed time. Mr. Henckell urgéd the
schemo toth bemmuse it would bring in s revenus fm lunds which
then were totally maproductive, and hecanse the onltivation wonld,
by is peoulinr uature, forms o grond resorvoir fur rien ngainst seabors
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of dronght or famine, as the erops grown in the Bundarbans wers
littls depondent upon rainfall. (M. 4-4-84. (. 20-7-87.)
fi. Another part of the sclieme, which wo have alluded to befors,
was the setablishment of u sort of vonviet eolony in some part of the
‘Bundarbans, but that part of it was nevar carried ont. (ML 22-11-850)
7. The Sundurban plan, as it wae then called, was approved by
the Bonrd and was speedily brought into aperation,
Mr. Henckell being made * superintendent for
cultivating the Sundurbans’ (it most bo rememberved e was oot then
vollastor), Tn 1787 Mr. Tenckell alrewdy looked on the sshems as n
4 great saocess,” and reported that many semindars had come forwand
und taken graots, sud that 21,000 biggas wero already under valti-
vution.  Ho had largely interestod himsoll in the plan, and had even
persoually advanced money to talagdars to earry if ont. (Bl S0.0-83,
G, 21-12-85. C. 20.7-87)
8. Mr. Henckell had foreseon tho probability of disputes arising
Oy ot e . with the zemindars whopm&emdtimhndud,]mn—
ing thess grants, and acoordingly, in Augrist 1786,
he saused the whole of the boundary between the zemindars’ lauds and
the Sundorbans to be marked off with bamboo stakes. This boutidery
wins, of ¢onrss, fhr from wuzy to determmine. The zemimdars hold thew
linds niot by apecifio boandiries, but by pergunnalis, and as they estended
thair mulfivation sonthward {ns no doubt they did in séme measure), they
of courss attached the newly cultivated land to the ndjecent porgumnah,
But ss the pergunnahs were divisions which bore reforenée to the land
rovenue aysten, they diil not extend southwanl of the eultivation, and
land which was yot nnmolnimed belomged to no pergunnah at all and
thorofors was within no zomindar's settloments, (U, 7-8-86 ; 16-5-88.)
Ak My, Tenskoll was unt wrong in lis anticipations regurding
ddisputes, nnd in 1788 he writes almost despairingly to the Doand
The ssmindars wore making elaims to tho lands which had been gmnted
to the talugdars. The womindars would mot mssert any spevifio
boundiries to their estates, but whensver any land was bronght under
eultivation, they woulil make the demnand that it was within their
limits. 'They were taking up and bringing under ryottes oultivation
xmull patehes of land here snd there in the interior in anler o show,
by bringing the land upon their rent-roll, that it was theire.  And not
only wers they making olaims, but they wore enforeing them ; the Selim-
sbad womindars especinlly were iuterfering with the ealtivation und

B
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forvibly opposing the taluqdars  Mr. Henckell for two yoars repeatedly
wrged the Boand to inferfore to profect the talugdars, and wished an
ordir to be issusd upon the zemindars that within thres months they

shouldl declare their boundaries, so that he might have them fmnally

dotermined. The present unsettled state of affairs was ruining the whole

scheme. The talugdars in possession had for some time continued to

pay their reverme, in the ‘hope of having matters settled, but were

luttarly falling in arréar; and thougl Mr. Henckell held applications-
for 200,000 biggus from vew proposing taluqdars, he dolayed making

the grants until he conld be quite vertain whether the Tands were his to
grant. (0. 16-5-85; 24-7-88; 26-8-84 ; 31-7-80; 26-3-00 ; 13-4-90.)

10, In o letter of 20th March 1790 a statement = made of the
progress of the schema. The grants which had been made were—

Your. fnglieh yuur, Now o by,
12 .. 1785 . 21,000
1194 ~an3titn 3 .. 18,004
11495 P T v B3
1194 -a 1788 iy 100

The grants were being made lntterly in smaller numbors for the
resson given above; but Mr. Hemckell said thut were matiers ouly
satiled, hie would likely grant 100,000 biggas in 1197 (1700).

Revenun became puyable flet in 1195 (1788), the demand for
that yuar being Ha. 2,625; by 1200 (1793) there would be a demand of
Ba. 20,540 on grants already made, besides the revenue of the 100,000
biggas o would be nble to give in 1167 {1700}, which would be
Ha. 12,600 fn 1200 (1793), and s 60,000 in 1208 117906}

Ths names of the grants are given in the same leiter; they almost
all have names derived from those of the grantees—* Kalidaspuar,"
o Mulnmmadabad,” * Bhaimbnaggar," and o focth. The first two of
thess were apparently the most prosperous, but in some others mueh
lond had been brought under eultivabion, In most of the instunces,
liowever, the dispntes originated by the zemindars wore keeping matters
Jin a bsdkward state.

11. The Boanl, however, were not persinded by these facts nnd

L s Yrgiad figures, nod were not nearly so keen about the
it schemo as Mr. Henckell, They had already
withdrgwn, on the seors of expense, the estnblishments whish had besn
plaeed at the three gunjes (Koohua, Chandichali, and Henokellgauj,) to
promote and mansge tho sshems and to manags the small Government
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estaton formed by the clearings ab these three places® The present
espentiturs and the prospeots of litigation apparently were not to their
minds justifisd by the chances of future revenue, and in 1700 they pme.
tically abandonsd the sphema to take its chances. (AL & O. 81-5-91.)
12, Next year the collector writes the scheme hud begmn to fail
from tha abhove causes, and some zemindars had suosceded in showing
that the taluqdars’ lands were within their settlements and in having
them dispossessed.  So a new settlement was mado of all such grants
s were affected by thess considerations, namely, the old terms wurs
applied to that part of the lands which remained after the exelnsion of
what belonged to the zemindars, and a certain amount of revenus
continnel =il to be realizad from them. But no more grants wem
mado, and wo flod the Board oven in 1706 refusing to entortain an
application on the ground thet the extent of the zemindars’ claims was
not yat decided. The question, in fact, was whether the permanant
ssttlement proolamation had not vested in the zemindars the proprietary
right over the whole Bundarbana. (0. 28-5-01 5 4204, B. B0-8-015)
18. The old gmnts, tos, began to decline, Kalidaspur and
Muhammadabad, once the most prosperous, fell =0 far into jungls
that they were unabls to bear their assessment. Thoy wern rolit-
quished by the grantees in 1798 and became Government estates.
When Kalidaspur was thus bonght in by Government, there was hardly
an inhabitant on §t. Chandkhali, too, whith was s Government |
clearing, began to relapse about 1700 ; but apparontly it was rodeomed,
for we find it in 1808 in the hands of o farmer. (0. 2-1-85 ; 15-2-98;
B-8-01; 12-8-94; 20-2-08,)
14. Howaver. after & season of adversity matters began to look
= : brighter, and in 1802 the improvement was so
* grent, that the collector proposed to send ameens
to measure lhiow much land had been brought under cultivation, in
_order that the assessment might be inoreased.  Nothing was done then,
aud the collector again in 1808 urged upon the Board en inquiry of
this nature. o said that the smount enltivated by people who have
no grants, or eultivated by grantees in exoess of their asseesmont,
might be 40,000 biggas. About 1814 a moasuremont was made by
nitive amesns, but it was pronounced unrelinble, the grantess having
bribed the mmeens to understate the oulfivation. And fnally, in 1816,

'n—ﬁﬂmhldﬂhhﬁn&,h‘w“h-ﬂ,-?*m
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- u mensurement wis being earried out by s Mr. Smith, apparently an
| nesistant eollector.  (C. 16-10-002 ; 24-2-08; 3-0-14; 20-7-12)

L5, About 1807, nlso, applisationa lor grants, which had for & long
time consed, began to come in. (0, 28-6-00; 17-6-07; 2-1.08; 25-1-08.)

16. Of Henckellganj the subsequent history is this. After re-

Tistowy of Henskelt, OAIDINE 8 long time the property of Govermment,
punj e Chandkiall. — the rmjs of Nuddes claimed the reclsined land,
on the ground that it was part of the village Parbatpur, or Bangalpas,
witich was within his permanent settlement. The judge of Jeesore,
finding that it was so, decreed possession to the raja us zemindar, but
s Gipvernment had spent 20 much money on its redlamation, the jndge
declared they might continge to possess as ryots, paying rent to the
rajn b porgunnah rates.  When the ease was sppealed to Caloutta,
the Government got still harder terms: it might retain the gunj alone
(the plucs whoro the houses and market grounds were), paying runt of
vomrse to the mja, but would have to give up the cuitivated land, The
rent of the ganj wea then about Ba: 550,  But a brilhant idea struok
the Board 1f the raja was entitled to become & propeiotor under the
permangut satilement of Henckellganj, the ravenne be would get from
it must be added to the other assets of his zemindari (which it had not
been of course), and his assossmont must be moressed by the nssesmnont
o Henckullgunj, that is, ton-elevenths of the net revenue, The eollector
was aovordingly divected to nssess this addition to the raja's semindars.
These proceedings lasted from 1802 to 1804, (O, 20-4.01. 1B, 26-5-01 ;.
Bi-g-02, C 9-11-082; 30-8-02 ; 20-4-03; 20-6-04.)

17. The mjs wos not al all prepared to Gnd thet he had to
rendsy to the Govérmnent ten-eleventhe of whist he hail gained by liis
devree, and he stoadily refisod to take the settlement which the Board
oifired to himat s, 631, Tho estate was consequently continually given
out in farm, the remindari allowanee being kopt for the rajn.  The
ruja fually sold oll his rights for Re 8,001 {0 one Rudbamolinn
Obntallei, who in 1814 sccepled the settlanent, which Tad then
ingreased to R 572, (O 18-5-00; 24-9.1.4))

18. Chandkhali 1 Kave pot much information about.  When at
the plase T made some mguiries, aod wes told i was reclnimed. by
Mr. Henckell; whether for himslf or on Ahe part of Government, wos
not stated.  After that it was sold (probably by Govwrnmenti to one
Ruprum Mazmmdar, and he trensforred it to its prosent propeietor,
" Umausth Chaudhri of Satkhira.
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19, Koolus was ot o very early period clained by the Selimabad |

somindars, but whether given up to them or not I do not know,

20. Tho subsequent history of Sundarban reclamation is heyond:
my present intention, It is sufficiant to notice that, starting from the
boginning I huve described, grants hove continunlly increased and
cultivations eontinually extended. A belt of Sundarban land, about
twenty miles wide, liss been molnimed from forest and brought undor
cultivation sines the time when Mr, Henekell estabilishod his outposts
at Koohua, Chandkhali, and Henckellganj.

XXVIL.—Th Sub-Division of OhandEhali —1 786,

Ix 1780 wo have said that My Henckell, dosirous of procuring an

A sabdivision reseto ot Bocurnts definition of the lands that ware availnbis

for his Bundarban reclumation scheme, marked

off by bamboo stakes the lins which ho considured to be the northem
boundary of the Sundarbans and the southern of the semindari lands,

2, A boundury being thus defined, Mr. Honokell provided, for
the trial of claims made by zemindars with respoet to their boundaries,
a* outcherry of reforence.”’ ps he termed it; that is, he establishod
uutu]m-i-y at Ohandkhall amder Mr. Fostar, one of bis assfstonts; - Me,
Henckall, in his instructions to Mr. Foster, directod him also to tske
oognizuce of civil and criminal mutters (except when they were of
impartancs, when he was to refer them to himsell)) arising within
milius of thirty miles from Olfandkhali; he waa also to give passports
and collect the Government dues on wax and honey token from the
Sundartiane; and thers was one mther chnrseteristiv injunetion Inid on
. him—hs was not to issus summons during the four hesvy collection
months Dladro, Aswin, Agun, Pos. (J. 13-10-n8; . 7-2.50.)

4. This waa & regular sul-divisional jurisdiotion, and it was
probubly the first subsdivision in Bengnl. It was no doubt extrmely
usaful, for Mr. Foster remained at Chandkhali, till aftor two yoears his
lisalth abiliged him to leave ity nand on his leaving the establishmont
wis ull brought into Jesore (Moorly),  (C. 5-8-88.)

4 Almost immediately on its establishment this sub-division
furnished on instance of the advaniuge to bw
derived from carrying suthoritative supervision
into the interior of the distriota. Shoeily wfter arriviog Mr. Foster

Syatem ol Markmail,
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fornd that the zemindars had all set up tolls upan the rivers to eollvct
money from the trading bosta  * Not even those protected by the
oustom hotse puss were sllowsd to go free.”” There wers eightoon of these
toila within n eirouit of fourteon miles from Chundihaeli, so it msy be
finngined what a hindrance to trade they wore. 'The Bounl, when they
wers tolil of it, were very irale, doolared it was contrary to repeated
| ordors, and dirocted Mr. Henukall, in all cases of levying tolls, to emisa
immodiate restitution and to infliot corporal punishment on the offendar
on the spot where the exaction was made. The zemmdurs were
| includsd in this order of corporal punishment, but if they were minors,
| fomales; or incapabloes, their manager wes to bear the punishment for
fhom. Mr. Heanckell suggested o more thorongh method, viz. the
wholition of the “gurkati™ chowkeys, that is, the zemindari tolls,
whare, on pretenea of eollecting tolla on their forest producs, the
zemindars lovied dues upon all traffic.  Bat this would have eost
Government the loss of it then forest vovenus, about Rs. 5,000
L (C.20-19-86. B, 28-11-86. €. 27-12-80)

5. This method of making zemindars obey orders by threatening
them with Hlogging was pot in those days altogether unknown to the
Board, or Comimitten as it was enlled, of Revenme. The Proparer of
Reparts was an officer who in thosa days exercised part of the functions
of the present Board ; and on one ocoasion, arising out of & ease whers
gome Inndholdor had refased on his order to give up possessinn of some
Iands, he submitted a oomplaint on the subject to the Board. The
Buard's orders wore, that on proof of dlsbediense by parties to his
orders, he should inflict on them corpoml punishment. (Committes,
Revenuns, 30-12-84.)

8. Tha remains of the days when Chandkhali mmpmd'l‘sy the

st o s collector are still to bo seen there. There stands

om the river’s bank a little brick-house composad of

thmmomsmgadlung:mdmuﬂynn& an arched serandah in front of
them.  Tlie masonry is still quite good, but the roof, which was supported
‘on beams, has fallen fn. A masonry wall once surrounded and enclosed
the building, but in thess more civilized days this hns ecaséd to be
nocessary, snd it has long disappearsd. The gate-way aline remains,
standing roofless in front of the building, Tt was Mr. Honokell who put
upﬁhhuﬂdmg and it wns vsed as p outcherry not only in his time,
bt oven in that of Rupram Mammdar, & snbsequont zemindnr, who
bought it of Government. The river now threatens to ourry it mway,
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A tank; sitnated sonth-snstward from: the cutoherry, whose antiquify i
sttosted by large banyan froes growing on three of its sides, s alyo attn-
Bated by the resiilents to Mr. Henoksll. Tt has now almosf/silted up,
bt st the time of my visit (Jaouary 1570 the zemindar was about to
redig it, 05 s tank ho had dug close by filed to give sweet water, (P.B.)

XX VIL—The Diatrict and ifa Fead-Quarta—1781-1810,

[ gxesesare undor this head the changes that took plase during
the tims over which my examination of thi old recards extends in the
otficers of the district, in the boundaries of it, and in its head-quarters,
9. OF the short perind, 1772 to 1774, when Warren Hastings
The ‘savees of ihet di: eatablished 5 European collector in Jessars, T find
Hiok ok po records. It was only a temporery measure,
for the collectors (who had ulso eivil court powers} were abiolished in 1774
and provincial councils established. One of the collectors of Jessore of
thiit time wis nemed Bamue! Charters. (AL 2-6-86.)
3. InMay 1781 Tilman Henokoll arrived as judge and magistrats,
' and in April 1786 he ndded €0 his appointment the
Dutribution of officse. ¢ otions also of collector. Ele was tranfurred to
Rajshahi, pud mads over charge of his three offices, on 14th Oetober 1789,
to Mr. Richard Rocke. In 1703 the officos were again separated, and after
this date the judge and mugistrate remuined different from the collector.
4, As for the offie of magistrate and judge, Mr. Cusby Burrowss
was appointed to it on 20th March 1793, He laft in December 1794,
unid after Mr. H, Struohey had noted for a short time, Mr. A. Hosolrige
joinod on 10th Febeuary 1795,  Then Mr. Mulvill appears as judge in
. Beptember 1797 ; but ns some of the correzpondence is wanting just
bifore fhast date, T onnmot say when he joined.
5. Of the colledtors the following is the list; taken for tho moek
part from noticss of their making aver charge :—
20th May 1708.—Mr. Arthur Heselrige succeods Mr, Hocke, who
becomes judgo of Nudides.
~ 24rd January 1705, —AMr. Bamuel Hasleby suceoods Mr. Hesolrigo,
who booomes judge of Jessoro,
194h Jannary 1706.—Mr. Thomus Parr, eolleetor, Mr. Hasloby:
lindd Telt on lonve on 218t November, and Mr. Cunningham, thi sssistant,

had beon eting sinos it time.
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22nd March 1796.—Mr. Parr iz made judge and My, Qunningham
again nots us callector,

2nd July 1798.—Mr. James Wintle, sollector.

12th Januwry 1801.—Mr. Wintle Teft for Backerganj, the site of
which was then being changed for Barizal on aeecunt of its unlsulthiness,
Mr. ¥. Balfour smcoseded him tempararily. (0, 27-12:00.)

20th April 1801.—Mr, W. Parker, acting collector.

H1th January 18062.—Mr. R Dick, aoting eolleotor.

12th Agpril 1803.—My, W. Armstrong, colleclor.

18th Jnuuary 1805 —Mr. B, Thackerny, noting collaotor.  {Thia
Thackersy is the father of the novelist of that name: |

12th Jnne 1805.—Mr. A. M. Willock, sollestor.

5th November 1806.—Mr. Willaek having suddenly foft in bad
Lualth, My. H. 3, Travers arrives to not fir him.

24th December 1806, —Mr, Willock returned.

1ith Octaber 1807, —Mr. Willock having died in J. essore whout 18th
or 20th Beptember 1807, Mr. H. Parker is made solleotor.

23rd December 1807, —Mr, Parker boing ill, Mr. J. Dighy acts ns
eollentor.

ik June 1R08.—AMr. Parker roturns,

20th Docember 1808 —Mr. Parker was ohligod to go to Caloatts
in baid Wealll: on 8th Decombr, und My, H. Shakspeare acta

Bth February 1808 —Mr. Purkerroturns.

L0th duue 1809 —Agnin Mr. Puckor goss away in bad hoalth snd
My, F. Barnott acts ss eolledtor,

18th July 1500.—Mr. Parker returns.

Siih Beptember 1809 —Mr. Parker having died on 151k Septambir,
Mr, ¥. Barnott becomes scting collector.

20th January 1810.—Me. Thomss Powney, enlleotar. '

10tk Odtober 1812.—Mr, W, H. Belli, aoting eolloctor for & short
tims during Mr. Powney's tomporary abeence. '

17th May 1418 —Mr. J. Littlsdals, aoting onllector:

Bth Fobruary 1814 —2Mr, W, Fans, ueting callector,

Oth Muy 1815.—My. 0. W, Steer, tollsctar.

6. As for the boundaries of the district, T have ulready said that

Touselnsion of ths Juris WHOD  first  constituted it extendsl  over the

dstna. fresent distriots of Furreedpoar and Jessore; and’
intluded alss that tract which lies south of ihe present Bongomg and
Jessore road and enst of the Tohamati river.  This was the houndary of
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the magistraey jurisdichion ; for the eollectorate jurisdiction, wheo first
pstablished, did not inolile Mohammadsholi, nor Bhusna, which latter
nnme inolades Naldi with its sub-pergunnahs and all Farroedpoor. In
1780 Bangang was the houndary of Nuddea, and Blhusia and Shulajinl
wers both muder the eollactor of Rajshahye. In 1787 these last-mentioned
traats wore oxeluded from the magistraoy jurisliction, und as Muham-
niadshalii was af the sme time added to the collsotorate junsdiction,
the two jurisdietions boann all hut identical, extanding over the pressut
distriot of Jessore (oxcopt Naldi nnd Shalmjial) and the treet, deseribed
ubove, lying cast of the Téhamati. (C. 30-10-8%. J, 5-9-87.)

7. In 1793 Dlnsna was added to the Jessore distriet, but the
addition to the magistroy jurisdiction was slightly different from that
made to the sollsstorate, nud in that and the sabsequent yenr some
Farther dlunges took place, On the north-west the distriot marched
with Moorshedabnd, and Naupars and Kushitin wers transferved from
Moorshedabad to Jossore, Porgunnah Jaodia, just south of thiss, was
transfarred from Jossoro to Nuddea, In the begimming of 1794 thire
wits o rootifleation of boundariez botween Jessore, the 24-Pergnnnahs,
Nuddes, Moorshodabad, Rajehuhye, and Dacca. The chisf result, so
far ms Jessore was concamed, wns tho tmnsfer to Nuddes of all that
trigh of land throngh which the Dongong and Jessore rood romns, 8o
that Jingagaohha now beeame the boundary of Jessore in that dirsction.
Jessoto slill rotainod tho lands farther south lying befwoen the
lTehamati and the Kabadak rivers, but with that exception its westorn
boundiry was noardy what it remainod till 1863. On ths north the
distriet yan up to the great river, ineluding that part of Muhanmad-
shahi which now lies within the Pubnn district, and including the whaole,
or nearly the whole, of the Furreedpoor distriot. Thess two distrints
did pot then exist, and in fact, where Poboa amld Furresdpoor are
waseld in the reoords, they are explained by saying * Pubua,  near
Comeroally,” * Furreadpoor, near Hajigagi.” (G 11-1-00; 20-3-40,
O B-6-93; 1-1-04, M 24-1-94. B, 7-1-04. (L 14-1-94 ; 22-10-00,
Uoli, Nattors, 24-12-94. Col,; Nuddea, 4-12-83. C. 3-12-05.)

8, The pest great change in the boundary was tho creation

Crentian it Farssodpoce. 1 the Purreedpoor distriot, For a long  time
dimtrics, thore had been o eivil jurisdiction there, sud at
Backerganj, under & rogistrar st ench place; md in 1814 the Bourd
malle these registrars eroficio assistants to the collootor of Dacos,
and directed the colleetar of Jessors to weport what estates, bearing

T
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nesessment of less than Rs, 5,000, could e transfirrod fram his dis-
tret fo them. The collstor sent wp o list, snd & considershle
tranufer took place.  Furrcedpoor was nt that time culy my nasistunt-
oollectorship, but it had o treasury where revenne could be pmid,
ond ns it wos subordinate to Dacon, the tramsfors of estates to it
reduced the boundaries of Jessore. The boundary letweon tho ivil
Jurislictions of Jessoro and Furreedpoor appears to have been at
or near the Madbumati river, but fhe eollettorste boundary, that is
to say, the definition’ botween the estates ying rovenue of Jessore
and those paying rovemun ot Furreedpoor, seems to have been ot all
times vory indistinot. When in 1863 the rectification of boundaries
took place; the number of estates inter-transfurred wos vory lnrgo
indeed, while the chunge in the geographical boundary vas very small,
The roaton of this probubly was that the collector, in giving his fist of
estates 1o bo transforred to Furroedpoor, reguluted it les by googmphical
position than by other consilemtions, (B. 18414, Q. 16-7-14)

9. T fack, the wollector was himeolf rather oppased to the trinsfie,
and gave his support to o representation put in by several of the
trunsforred zemindars, who, aving bankers and ugnnts in Jes=ore, und
miny of them having also estates still [aFing vevenuo in  Jessars,
ehjrcted to the moonvenionee of paying revetus at tw plices.  This
uljedtion dows not seom to lwve recvived mnsh considpration from the
Tonrd. Another objuction which the colledtor mude was mare of o
pessonal uature. It wos the custom that collootars should soecive
eértain porcentngs upan the salo of stamps within theiv jusbdietion,
- and now that Furrecdpoor was in its eollustorate jurisdiction entirely

under Daova, the Jessore callector lost the pezointage upon those stamps
which wore sold in that part of Furreedpoor which had Bean andir the
Jemorg colloctorte.  Thin diffioulty was, howover, arranged by giving
hialf the vemmission on Furreadpoar salis to sach, A similar ohjection
and o similar srrangement was  made. sbout i EXUI88  revenue;
(0. 20-5-15; 8-8:15; 14-9.15 § 5-10-15.)
10, The hesd-quarters of Jossors were uf first at Mocaly, two
. miles from the preseut stativns il when Mz,
B e Henokall oame there, he found oue honge; * the
fnotory™ belonging apparently to the British Government, This honse
b ropaired and extended, and if the value he Limeell pts on it
(Re, I8,000) in & trun volue, it must have boet n 8o house. s aftor-
wanids built & cutehiorry for dewani and fujdari for sbout Ra. 2,600,



one for the collestor for Ra. 460, o rgistrar's posidenios and uffies for

Ra (1,000 or Ra 2,000, 8 pecord-builling far Rs. 850, and a small

tremaury building. A short time affer Mr. Rocke boeame collsctor. the

hoad-suartors were transfurred  from Monrly tn

Kusha, or Sahibganj, their present locality. Tha
reason of this chauge 1 do not find anywhero stated ; bt Sahibganj
nypenes already to have attained some prominenos 6s o trading plaos,
004 this may have beon the resson for the change. The name Salik
ganj. I may mention, is now absolote, (0. 14-1.945 £-10-04: 96-9.88,
AL 290-81. €. 20-8.95, ML 1303 C. 19503, T 19-3-05.)

AL At the time of the 1179 settloment the raja zomindar of
Tsafpur had relinguished 500 biggaa of land for fhe oocupation of the
Govornment ofMciale in Jessoro.  Whether this lond  wis originally ‘in
Moorly and was afterwands oxchangod for a quantity in the new Eilt,
or whather the 500 biggas wors ariginnily_nosr Kusha, T casimot say.
About 1800 we find o notice of their being messured out near this
new site, bt they lid, it is stated, hesn much aneeoselied upon on all
tides, ol ouly 362 biggas were then found. The bazar had been
huilt, aud wpparently continned to be built, over part of (his land, and
%0 little care was taken to peoserve it that, in 1508, 20 biggas of this

~ Tand wers by aversight sald for arears dus upon porguannk Tmddpnr,
thie pergunnab within which geographioally it was situatod. Part of {lis
station land of Tessore i= still the proporty of Governmont gion this titls,
and it goos by the nanse of * SabibdakhL"  (C, 30-11-98; 15-800,)
12, By old residonts in Jessor s sito is still shown, on the bank:
' of tho “lal-digin,” or principal tank, where' it fs
saul the outoherry was sitwated when fleet #he
headsquartors wore rvmoved to Kusba; and fhe malkhans or troasury
. honse was, it is said, on the weet sids of the present police stalion.
The cutcherry is noted in o lottar of 1805 ax boing. situnted iu fhe
middls of the bazar, and being o suall houss with masonry sides and
& thatohedl roof, the rocords snd papers i it had move thsn onea
sulfired dimags from fires und from storms ; it wob therefire doemad
wdvisable to remove it, and the old building was solil with the land
upon which it glood, which was to bear n rovonuo of e, 158 M,
Armstrong had built & house upon the site which the present ailding
cooupisd, nod this house was, in part at lesst, romted for n new
cutehersy, When Mr. Armstrong left he wld i to a native, bub
Covernment subsequently purchosed it, and after using it o long time

At Einshn.

A miben,
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built another, the present outcherry, upon the sume site. (0. 2:8-00,
M. 508, 0, 2-4-00; 20-2.06; 23-2-00, P, E.)

15, The station spponrs to have been o somewhat unhealthy ane,
We have onumernted already two colloctors who
stffored very bad health there and subsequently
died at the place. One of thess writes nbout the * damp situation of
the plaes.”  The station too wns badly kepl. Tn 1500 it is desoribed
i all jungle trees and bamboos, the huzar and the roads covered with
unhealthy vezetation ; nnd letters of other periods say the same. The
Blwimb river too was then, &% now, s source of maliris, for it was
almost dry in the hot senson. The plnce, in fact, retained for pvery
long time s reputation as an unhoalthy station ; bot its charaotey in (s
serpeet line beon ontirely ohanged gince Mr. Desuford, the magistrate,
about 1854, supplied it with an efficient system of drinage; the first
great stop in ite sanitary improvement. (C. 24-5-00; 21-8-00. P, E.)

14, There was in 1705 a proposal to vemove the head-guirters
of the distriot to Muhammadpur, This would certainly have been
anore oentyion] than Jessore as the district was then constituted ; but
nothing came of it; and vompared with Jessoro, Mulsmmadpur had
n great disadvantoge in its inaceessibility.  (C. $0-3-05.)

Valiealiblness,

XX VUL —Famrines and Remedial Menswres —1787-1801.

Ix 1787 there ocourred an inundation and s eyclone, sud thers was
. mtich consequent suffering wmong the people.

T 2. In writing of the inundation o {ind yoar,
it must be remembered that the nueilorn hall of the disteict was thet
watsred from the northewest; the Kamar, the Nabsgangs, the Olitra, .
and other rivers had their heads wiill open, and tronght down large
stroams of water; 50 that vmbankments had to be kept up, especiully
along the first two, to keep out the waters of even ordinary floods,

3. On 5th September it first beosme known that 4n umiual

pise wii t0 be expected, and by the 14th the weter had burst the

-ambankments and sabmerged part of the country.  Ttsfill roso, and it
attnined its highest point during the first fow days of Outolber (21t Assin).

Had the ealamity ceased at this point, it ‘would have heent bearble.

An abundant ans horvest had boen meaped, and the second hurvest,

though muel injurcd, was not entirely mined. Though the water xose
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in same lands seven or nine feet nbave the sarface, yot the lmg-stemmal
rioe kept proe with it, and always kept its hoad above water.  After all
not all the land was submorged 3 the ealloctor estinated the sabmerged
portion ot one-seventh, but this, by his own fiots, T judge to be sn
under-estimate. But again about 20th Ouvtober (1ogh Kortick) the
waters begain to rise, and a fow days aiter came s ovelomo.  This
dostroyed the erops; the heads of the long ite, which the ryots during
the inundation lind been floating upon twigs. were broken off, or woro
stbmerged and beoame rotten. Larze quantities of rice floatod sway in
musses, and great disputes wrose sbout the property in them, The
til erop was sompletely destroyed; the date trees, and fhe mustard and
24l grogs, were mueh injured.  Prices speedily rose, and the ryols after
a short time began fo sell their implemonta of Lusbandry (ihe early
poriod at whioh thay began doing so shews how badly off, az s rule, they
waro), and nfter exhausting thess, flocked into Jossore, offering their
chililren for sale. (0, 25-8-88.) _
4, Befire the eyolone had come—before even the highest rise of
Basmbin of Foriias| SDO immdation—ths Government informed tho
i farmers of Muhsmmodshahi (this was the your
when it was given out in small farms by the collector) that the
demands wpon them for the months of Asdin and Kartick would not b
levied till the following months; and later on a general order was
jasued to eolleotors to mnke full inguiry and roport upon any cluims
that semindums might moke to suspension of revenue {the Doanl
belioved it would not b necessary to entirely remit any rovenus), and
collootors wers nlso dirootod to inform the zeminders that unles they
showed game indulgence to their ryots, they could oxpect nomie frun
the Government. (D, 21-0-87; 27-10-57.)
5. 'The soarvity and doariiess of food extended over other districts
o bosides Joessowe, amd it sttracted the stiention
s of the (Governor Genernl, The frst stop was
adopted in December, when the Governor Genoral tomporarily suspended
all transport dutios om graiv.  Then, twe muonths after, orders. wero
fsstiod to ocollectors that thoy wore to send in fortuightly priee
enrponts, and to sey that all duties and other obstucles to the transport-
ution of grain were pomoved.  This refers to the sayar dutiss ; the
prmsindars. having o right to eolléet, ax part of the revennes of thuir
sonsiniduris, certain small dufivs on articles whidh were Twing conveyed
tlirough thoir territories. Monopolies wore prohibited, sud the eollootors
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were to wateh the importation of grain in orvder to deteet sud punish them.
The eollovtors: were dirested to pay particular attantion to complaints
hnt trndirs refisod to éell grain, nul if they found any one fetaining
8 steek more abundant than seemed o them to he rensonalbile, they
woro Lo eell the surplus by publio auction, and either hand over the
roeceds to tho proprietor or distribute them for the relief of the
distreseed, whichever sourss they deemoed proper, These arders were,
two months later—that is, in April—followed up by o diroefion to the
eolloctars to =nd out an assistant on tonr to inspect stocks and son hiow
much grain was procurable. (B, 14-12-57. G. 1-2:85. B, 17-4-88)

0. Henokell saw the [lly of these orders, and made a fimon-
strance ngsinst them. e pointed out that their offéct woilil be b
inerensa the alarm by making poople helieve the soaveity much greater
than it was;: that tho traders would only conceal their stores or send
them out of the distriat ; they would be afraid to sell or to pdvanse grain
fo the eyota; and not only would the latter starve, but tho CGovern-
ment would lose its revenun through their having no soed fo-sow their
Toneds with. 'The (tovernor Genernl on tlis withdrow ihe ordiers aud
(diroeted thut no eort of interforonce shonld be exoreised in e parchise,
salo, or trassportation of grain, (0. 20-4-88. G. 4.6.89))

7. A moro offoctoal way of meeting the distress was pointod out
by Mr. Honckell: Elo hnd already indueed the mja the 2emindar of
Tsafpur to advaneo nearly Rs, 5,000 to his ryots, and the “ bar dhan”
(lafe cold-weather rice-crop) which they had oultivated with this,
somo 30,000 bigges of rice, had materinlly fmproved the situntion,  Hi.
yroposed to the Govornment to give Ia, 15,000 in takavi affvunces to the
ryols, muny of whom had sold their implements of enltivation and eonld
1t rocommeanes ngriculturnl operations. and he wanled also money to:
placa the broken embankments in n sutlloient state of ropair. It -was,
he admitted, the duty of the zemindar to Teop embankmonts jn repair
byt the Muhammulshahi semindar was deep in debt and could do
unthing.  On this request the Board granted the Re. 15,000 for tukesi
advanoen, and gave Mr. Henckell Ba 6,000 with which to repaiy e
embankmeonts. (U, 205-6-85; 0-5-881 T-2-88,)

8. Tt is worthy of notice thut even in fhis famine yedr the
eollsotar got from (he somindurs the whale of his demand wpon thens 3
and we Lave alruady seen how, in the case of Muhammadshahi, ho mada

tho onsted somindar pay up the arcoars which the farmors sppoitiled
by himsell fniled to reatize from tlie estate, (Q. 25-0-88.)
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0, To 1700 there was pamo tempomry distress, bat not sufficient to
call forth any action on tha part of Government,
Tn Angust of that year an inandation threatoned
in tho Snydpur anid Tsafpur estates, asid s embankmonts wore Dirrad:
tho oollector got about Rs: 1,200 from Governmont and susmesfully
ropidred them.  Tle apparently did it himslf for tho same rseson as
Mulisnumadshahi—beeause the asmindar wastoo poor to do it. At the
snme time 0 savere drought in tho south of the district caused somelos
of trope, and from this cause apparently sprung n pestilential disonder
whioh earrfed off w third part of the iilalifants thers, anil another third
of them man dwny. Strango to eny, nothing appoars to have been danin in
thiis easo, and the colleotor mentions it ouly incidentally, Perhaps it did
uob enilanger the Governmont rovenus. (0. 30-8-00; 10-1-81: 23-9:01.1

10. Dut s new ealamity was impending—tlio dmoght sl fumine
of 1791, On 20th October the colledtor reported
that no rain hnd fallon for 38 days and the orops
woro in i most evitical eonudition. Hn resommended the postponement
of the Assit nnd Kuirfick instalments of revenuo, on the groand that
thay were nsually paid by the ryots out of the advanees they reesived

from {lwir mahajons on the seourity of the aman

SREN W (eolilweather) rive, and that the malinjnns wors |
rofusing, nndor prosent ciremmstances, to make uny advanses, The
Bonrd grantod this suspension. A month later tho eollector roported
that all lmpq wos: gone, the dronght having continuad, and the ryots
wore coming in o represent their distress.  Ile proposed to hold over
thiee nomas of the oot in the distressed tracts until the next aus erope
shomlid come in. Tho Grovernor Gemernl approved the suspension of
Re. 85,500 in all, shout the same amount which the eollector lind appliad
for, bt lie direeted that the sum remitied to each zemindur-sliould not
bo in equal proportion, but be in proportion to lds neoessity.  Ouly
Ta. 60,000, however, wns sctunlly swspanded. A little Inter tha
Glovernment, with the view of gumiu:g sgainst scarvity of food, urged
the exeention of an onder whisl it hnd thres years bofore made pablie,
fm-hiﬂdmg the exportation of grain by seu, and ever the lading of grain |
in: wessels fit to go to sea. (O, 20-10-91, B, 51-10-01. O 10-11201,
G 05-11-91. O 10-6-92. B. 17-4-89. G 18-1-92.)

11, As n messure of the infensity of the distress, it may ho
mentiomed that the price-smrmant of 31k Docemlior 1701 shiws the pries
of food hind even then risen to twice or three times ils wsal figure,

ﬂmhﬂh

Fouing of 1791,
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12,  Besides the ahove measures taken for the reliof of the ryots,
tother moasure was directed by the Government,
e A one which tastes of its then ustal arbitrariness,
As goom a8 ho heard of the seriona drought, the Governor (Gieneral fssmed
these orders to the collectars. They wero to open all retervoirs and
tanks (exoept suoh us ware in privata enclosures), and this to water tha
erops; the owners of the tanks wars to have no compensation, only they
linl the privilege of having their flelds waterod first.  Except regular
grain dealers, no one was to keep more than a your's consumption of
gruin in his possession under penalty of deprivation of land or of office,
Dealers were to bring forwand and sell their stocks of grain, el the
Crovernmont wonld seize thom. The collectors were talil to pasinre the
tradore that thors was no intention of interfering with their pruofits, and
Lio'was to bring ta the notioe of Governmiont those makiajans who were pro-
‘minent in doing the duty Govermment expocted of them. (G. 21-10-01.)
" 13 A chamoloristic incident oovurred in eonnection with tlis
matter.  The colloctor of Nuwlden inquired whether under those ondors,
which wore perfeetly general, ho niight open the tmiks attached to the
Government vimmercial fauotories; and so the Govermmm? issned oridors
that theso tanks should not be opencd without the permission of the
commireial remdant. (B, 31-1 001,

14, Tho opeming of the tanks did little or no good.  In the level
plaius of Bongal the tanks are not sbove, but Ielow, the eirles of the
goil, mud the water could never of itsell How from (hety over the
surrounding fulds. (0. 16-2-02.)

- 15, Stimulated by thess mlsmitios the Govermmont turned its
Advinses sliesd 1o Mttention totaking precaution ngninsl fature ones,
. and frst of all proolainued thab sitee the gemindaes
eoulil not yet be expectid to have nmessed eapital from their parma- «
nently settled estates, the Government was propared, on the seourity of
their ontates, to make admnoes to thom to onable them to koop up tnnks
and roservoirs 05 a protection against drought.  Nuf 4 single applicant,
howovor, appearad. (B, 13-1-92, 0. 27-4-03.)
18, In 1704 there was o very ahundunt harvest, and the Govorne
P mimt, seiming the favornhle opportunity, diseeted the

Bt establishment of nrgo grannriss, whero vics might
bo atored by Government agninst seasons o weureity, In Jesore two wero

to b eitablished, one ot Babulhali (near Magursh), the othor af Rhorgnni,
adjcining Phultalls, on the Bhaimb, (G £10-94. (C. 15-12:94.)
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17, Never was & vanture more unfortunate. Misfirtuns pursued
these granaries from the first, and thoy wore final-
Iy abolished without having ever coms into use.
Tho'first year a flood nearly earried awny the Babukhali granary, though
the slte of It hud been seleciod precissly becsuss it liad naver st any
tims been floaded over. Then, in May 1796, Government desided to.
sholish the Babukhali granary, and directed tha collsctor to sall off s
stores of grain there, of which there were about 50,000 maunds. A
fair pries, however, pould not be obtuined, the stores having probably
diterinmted very much, This doterioration determined ths Government
8 eell off all their grain, that is, the 40,000 maunds at Shorgasj,
besides the 50,000 maands at Babukhali, and to lay in nower rice.  The
prices obtained were so had that the collsstor recommended an abandon-
ment of the system on wevount of the loss it involved, but after muudh
troubla and delay everything was sold by October 1797, (0. 4-0-95
7400 2 B-5-00; 21-1-97 ; 15-2-07; 20.10-97.) :

18, Bui the golahd at Shorganj were in n bad stato nud rer|uired
extensive repairs befure they could bo made fit to hold the new stores
of Tite, and it was accordingly deterntined to build new golals of rick,
and about ffty were w0 built. But neither were they more fortunate.
There was fiest & grout loss and waste in building them, and in May 1708,
8 fow months after they had been finishod, one of them was struck by
lightning and burnt down. Thoy were at that time engaged in refilling
fhn golahs, and the same storm {hat burnt down the golah sank m
Mipload of the now gmin, which was at Senhati coming up the river.
Then the Government found they had selected for their prrchuses & Tery
dear sesson, and sfopped the work for u time, The gomushitas engagod
i purchasing had been charging high prices, and thelr honesty was
suspected.  One of them, indeed, in that same yoar embezaled o
large amount of money. (0. 13-2:-07; 6-7-07; 6-0-08; 11-3-9% ; B1-5:08 5
6-12-07; 29.9.98,)

19." 8o Government, in 1801, came to the conclusion that this sort
of work had better bo loft to traders, as it was only a source of loss
The establishments cost a good deal (for a year or two they hod o
suparinbondomt on T, 300 lor the two g}nmrim in Joesore alone) ; tha
whstnge was vory great; there was no end to the pilfering; it wna
found impossitile to prevent embozsloment ; and groat loss was ontailod
ini the occasionul renowals of stock: "B in the middle of 1801 i
grannry systeny wias gholished ; it w2 considered better to rely on the

v
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ovlinary merosntilo stores than to interfore with the market hy
Grovernment operations. (G, 23-3.01, O, 7-4-00; 20-11-503 4-6-01.)
20, Tt may be mentioned here that the making takavi advances
to the ryots was not o measure which Goveenment
adopted ouly in the case of local distress, but
bofore the permanent settlement it sppears to huve been frequently
adapted, ns an ordinary consequence of the position of Government as
propristor of the land : for example, in the sold wenther of 1760-01, swhen
thete was no partisular distress, the colluctor applied for sdvances to
enable the ryots to oultivato their “boro™ rice cvop, the spplication being
based simply on the gronnd of its boing the practice. He undortock to
Qistriliute it to the ryots himself, ns the farmers were in the habit of
applying the money, when distributed through them, to the poyment of
the tonts owed by the ryots—a declaration which slso mesumes the
practice of advancing to luve proviously existed. 'The advanees of the
seasony 1791-02 T hoave referred to above. T do not find notice of any
ity 1702-03, but in the year after that fhe eolluctor ngain applied for
ndvonoes, on the ground that the zemindars, to whom the peruaneut
settloment hod transferred this duty, were not yet in o position fo under-
fuke it, (U, 16-1-90. D, 21-1-00. C. 50-12-90; 26-1.01; —1-84.)

Ailvgrees Lo rpole

NXIX.—Floods and. Embankments—1787-1801,

1 iave alrendy noted the bursting of ths Muhammndshahi embankments
in 1757 and the ropaira which were offocted in consequence; but
a8 the keoping up of embankmants formed part of the eollector’s work
in those days, & few more similar incidents remain to be notived.

2. In 1790 there was another consilerable rise of water, and the
ambankmonts in the Isafpur and Saydpur zemindaris wore someowhat
damaged.  The collector effectod their repairs at a cost to the Siste of
sbout Re. 1,200, From this inundation very little loss was experienceld.
(C. 40:8-00: 10-1-01.)

#. DBut the embankmonts in Muhammadshahi, which were prin-

e whati  mm  Gipally alomg the banks of the Nubeganga river,
Dashirala. were ool in an efficent siate, mul the eollector
rorquired Rs, 13,640 to put them in good order. On this demand the
guostion nrose whother e zemindar wns not bound to keep up the
ehankments without help from the Btato ; but a8 no provision had been
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muads for thin lability in the terms of the permauent settlement with
the Mulianymadshahi gomindar, the Government granted the amount.
(0. 24-1.01; 9-2-01, (% 16-3-01)

4. Much monsy eontinued to bo spent upen the embankments,
and nbout 1794 o suporintendent wns appointed to have charge of
both fhe Mahammadshahi aod the Bhusno embankments ; for the south
hauk of the Padma rver appurently was all embanked, oy well as the
south bank of the Nabaganga. In this year slso the embankments
wirro, al considorable exponditure, pul ints an eilicient state of repair.
(B, 1-2-03; 4304, ©, 8-3-94.)

5. Except n slight inmmdation in 1795, which saused little harm,

no further inundation after 1700 is noted omtil

1706, when not only was consideralile injury
sustained from the flood, but a storm, apparently s eyclone, added to the
dostruction.  No steps wore taken to alloviato tho calamity, such as it
was, and it was apparently not considered necessary to use the grann-
rigs which Government was then keeping up as o resource against
distress, (0. 4-9-05; 13-1-063 0.11-96; 12-8-06; 20-8-46.)

6. In arepart upon embankments, written in 1798, the eollector
states that he oonsidered no proper systom was carriod out. Much
money, ho writes, is spent on embankments, the only object of wlhich is
the protection of swamps and low grounds ; and he recommenis that sach
gnsos a8 those should bo left by the Stato to take care of themselves,
aud Government should exort itsell ouly to provent inundation of mors
gunoral extont. A ourtuin ditfioulty had begun to show itself, which
gave muoh trouble afterwards ; namoly, the ryots; for fshing purposes,
continually out the embankments in erder to fix fishing cages in them,
o practive which injured them exccodingly. (0, L1-1-05.)

7. At the time that the eollector wrote this, the embankments had

Sivies o Beidlel7iii 4o JOTSOme yours been of little nse, hut that yery year
- dn) inundation ssourred, statod to bo the highest in
the memory of the oldest inhabitants. The ambankments: were sur-
monttod, but they protested the canutry from goneral duvastation, and
the collootor acknowledged their usofalness.  This inundation of 1748
wis apparently the prolude to a sories of floods, for next year again
theto wae s unusually high riss of the rivors, whish, howover, wis pre-
vunted by the smbankments from causing much injiry. The districta
mljasent to Jessoro had wpparently suffered much more from it than
Jessore hind, for they began to come lo Jossond for their supplies of graie.

Flond of 180
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Next year again, that iain 1800, there was an “ unexampled riso of the !
rivers,” but again the damego was vory small nnd the harvest was yery
good. (€. 22-0-08; 14-11:98; 13-11-00; 0-1-00 1 14-1.00; 20-10-00.)
8. These threatened dissstors eausad the embankments to bo
The vmbankimints me: Jooked om a8 possessing same valne, and the
dered sdigiont. (tovernment sent one Cuptain Monatt to make a
professional ‘esamination of them and have them paf into complete
arder. A Mr. Jenmings had ap till now been in charge of them as
superintendent, and it was apparently not without reason that Loviep-
ment suspected that they had not been roceiving at Mr. Jonnings" hunds
mifficient attontion. Captuin Mountt recommonded cortain vonsidarible
improvoments both in the way of repairing the fhen existing enthank-
ments nud of combining them; by s few additions, into a more complete
system, (0, 2-8-013 31-3-01; 14-4-01.)

. Thess improvements were not sooner made than required, for
in 1801 there was agsin an wnusual rise of the rivers, and, especially
near Naldi, there was considerablo loss of erops. The embankments
alio were 80 mueh injured by undermining, that Re 10,000 were
roquirod for their ropair, and the ryots had done much harm fo them
by outting them in order to eateh fish.  (C. 18-0-01; 9-1-024 16-3-02 4
45012 2-B-02.)

10.  The following will give an idea of the large sums that were
spont upon embankments undsr the colleotor. The yearly expenditure
during the five years 1708 to 1802, inclusive, was Re: 1,400, 15,000,
6000, 28,000, and 27,287, TlieBoard rather reluotantly aanclioned this
high expenditure, nnd it led fo s proposal to tranafer the Turden of the,
embankments to the zomindurs; giving them, of courss, a eeriain
miduction in their assessment. It wns, however, in ths end debermined
to keep them under n European superintendent; nod now that they .
were put into a thoroughly effivient state, {here appears to haye been
less wxpenditum upon them. We do not find sny further uotices of
innndations ; but that much aitention was paid to the embankments, i
pluin from the fact that the collestors frequently went out to examine
their condition, up HIl 1811 wt Jesst, (O, 28-10.00, O, 24-11-08,

301102 5 5-4-04 5 16-7-10; 21-1-08; 30-12208; 30-1-11)
11. From the fuots I have noted, T think it impossible to avoid
it o fhoss Bquent tho eonolnsion that mundations ware much mors
Lnndatkinn frequent in these times than they are now. In
Jessore thers was an inundation in each of thess years—1705, 1706, 1708,
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1700, 1800, and 1801 ; & serics of floods snexampled in more recent times.
Besiiles this, Bowsver, we find the road from Jhenida to Qomereolly
desiribed ne being aunnally inundated, and n lurgo part of Bhusns is
desoribed aa being regularly flooded from Assar to Assin of each year,
and all this fs muoh different from the present stato of affiire. Fuor
thia change sover] masons may be given. First, thore is 10 doubt: thist
the general reclamation of jungle and extension of cultivation has
tended to ohange the mainfall all over the country ; bt besides this thero:
are looal rogsoms.  Thio district was then more subject to inunidntion
becamse it sy more directly on the line of the rivers which dischargs
{his water of the Ganges, 'The Nabaganga, which was then fortified
with & regular series of embankmaonts, is now ‘closed at its head and
brings down hardly sy water ; the same may be said of the Kumar,
the Chitra, and other rivers, but it is a subjeot whioh T have almady
written of. Tt is natural that the district should he more subject to
inundation when all these rivers ran across it than now, when they ane
olosed at their hende and only discharge the water that seoumnlates in
$hem from local sources. Bat from the way these floods of 1798 to 1802
are written of, it is plain that there was then a period of imundation
such ss hiad not heen known before for a long tima. T am inclined
to, think that this had something to do with the opening of the
Madhumati river. It was cortainly sbout that time that the Mudhn-
mati opened, nnd the tract of country which sppears to luve beon
st tiable to inundation was tho north and north-sust of the district,
precisaly thoso purts whose present dminage is ito the Madhumati.
1 think therefore that the unusual innndations of 1708 to 1801 murk
the peried when that change wns taking plscs in the river courses of
the district which 1 have written of in descriling the topography of
Jossare, namely, the change by which the distriot, which had bem
watered from the north-west, came fo bo one watered almost entiroly
from the north-oast. (C. 18-7-04.)

12. T am sirengihined in this opinion when I find, after the
dates T have mentioned, o sidden cesention both of inundstion and
of honvy expenditure upon embankments. When the Madhninati
river dpened 4 large channel by which the Hoods found an oxit to the
south, the water conand 80 nontinually o pour itsedf over tho north
anid north-east of the district, and the embankments, s well rupaired in
1500-1501, bring loss attucked by the floods, demanded loss oontinusl
attention and repair.
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14. The embankments of the Nobagangs even. now, afler ludf &
“u_.rmm wntuqumlmmﬂnaghwt,mﬂﬂlmnl}'m
uble for some miles npon both sides of Maguwmb.
Ordinurily they are very low, being tn most places mised ouly about two
feet, and theve they have, of course, been o o great extent washed away.
But where u lower part of the rver-bank has been embanked, or whire
tho embankment hins been carried inland in onder to be brought round
gome inlet or ereck leading in from the river, the old embunkmonis still
stand some eight foot high, and are still quite strong ensogh to resist
beary floods. In some places, howover, the old embankments have
sorved indigo plantori as a foundation for newer and better ones reqnired
by thom: near Haseapur, for example, there is o larpe embankment,
which is, I belivve, the old ¢embankment rebuilt into 4 new one.

XXX . —Establishment of Evvise.—1790-1810.

Usver the government of the Moguls spirite wero al flrst entiraly
prohibited, but afterwards it was pérmitied to distil
thein upon payment of a small tax. The collsotor
writes that in 1032 B.8. (1623) the distillors paid “u tax of Re, 1-10."
When the English Government caome they found the matter sutirely
it tho hands of the zemindars. The zemindars fxed the ferms upon
whieh persous night distil spitits, and the taxes thoy levied in this way
formed one of the pssets of their somindaris. Some zemindars who
personally disspproved of spirit manufacture entirely forbude it withi
their Hmite, but in meost estates thero was o small sunnal fax levied
upon distillors, s small indeod that epirits were very choap and
irunkenness was rifo.  From what the collector writes about the stills
stopping work in the month of Ramisan, it would appear that the use
uf spirits wos confined to Mahomedsns; mud, in faet, in ene plaes he
pays that the Hindoos do not comsmimo spirits. (0. 6-9-94; 8-11-00;
27-12-42.)

2. Lord Cornwallis, among his other reforms, proposed rogular
lioenging system in 1790, ap to which time the
gemindars had had the control of the mntier.
The collector, in his answor, enumerntos 48 stills, nlmest oll in the
Teafpur zemindari; and estimating the produce of esch at 40 maunds
per anyum, e proposed o tax of Re, 20 per aunum per still. The

Anslonl pyebiom,

Jaard Corgaallls” sestis
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Governor General upon this and other reports preseribed the lovy of a
lisense foo upon all distillers and all vendory, leaving the amount of it -
to be fixed by the collector. (G 12-4-00. €. &-11-90. G. 14-1-01.)

4. Next yenr the Board, edopting o suggestion made by the
oollsctor of Beliar, chatiged the gystom of taxation, The distillation
was to be confined to cortain places, and stills were to be armnged in
two clnsses, taxed 12 anuas and 6 annas per day respectively.  Vendors
were to remain untaved, and the tax upon taree was to be one-fourth
of the rent paid for the taree trees, (B. 3-8-92))

4. In Jesoro the settloment for excise for 1201 (1704-05) was
Ra. 507 for 151 stills, the rates apparently having been increased. In
1202 tho high rates wene adlierad to, and the settlement fell to Rs. 147,
But in 1203 mn imiprovement took place. The fax was re-modelled in
1500 by Regulation VI of that year, and the estimated revenuy for
1801-02 (i,e. for 1208) wasz R 5,000, The rates appenr to luve been
aguin invreassd in 1809, A sudder distillery systom had been gtarted
by 1814, but it was apparontly far from successful.  One fanlt in it was
that it recognized no distinetion between vendors and distillors, snd
thus plused in the hands of a -fow distillers the monopaly of the trade.
(0. 26-0-04; 3-8-05; 22-6.00 ; 81-3-10; 6-10-14.)

5. A small establishment was kept up, both to colleet the tax and
to gunrd against illicit distillation. Tho estublishment wos ondy Ra. 66
a mimth, und being so emall it was little effective in preventing confra-
band trade. Evon Rs. 60 was considered too much, and it was redaed
to Ha. 40 in 1811 (. 10-4-05; 26-4-07; 27-3-00; 6-4-10; =4-11)

6. Tho exciseabls drogs consumed in Jessore were maddat, ganja,

~ N sabji, bhang, nujfm, bikar, charas, Gudja wos
dhsd T ey cultivated within the distrist; prinsipally
1 atiout Keshnbpur, in pergunnahs Ramchandrapur and Tarugonia, but alao
to & emnll extent in the norfh-west corner,  The duty was collectod upon
it at the time of its purchase or expori from the producing districts, of
whish Jessoro was then aprincipal one. The eollector, writing in 1500,
ostimates that 50,000 or 60,000 maunds pro propured within the distriob
ol are hought up from Janusry to April by bynpéris (or tradors)
af Keshabpnr, Fakirhat, Noapars, aud Kushtia, the prieo being then
aboat Re. 4 or b pormannd. (1. 21-11-02, €. 35-00; 17-4-00; 25-4-00))

7. There was somo diffioulty in vollecting the tax in the mommer
Just montioned, for the byapiris might come, make their whole trans-
notions in o single night, sud clandestinely export large quantities of
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ganja without paying tax. The collvctor proposed to remody this by
making ganjs » monopoly; but thiz wnes not vonsented to. He also
wishud to make the bynpiris pay a licemse tax, but thes Doand was opposad
to this lso, (0. 25400 ; 1-6-09.) |
§; Opium was sold in no small gquantities within the district
The Government, who had, or rather imagined
S they had, o monopoly of opinm, und ‘desired to
waork it on very mom! principles, called wpon the collector in 1814 for
an estimate of the quantity of opium which would be required in his
distriet for medieinal purposes. The collector astomizhed them by
pnsworing that opium was sold in every haut and bozar in the disirict,
and that the vendors got it elsewhors than from him.  Under instrue-
fions from the Board, the eolloctor appointed four “persons as opinm
yeudors in the four prineipal towns of the distrief, but he warned the
Board when he did so that these vendors wonld not restrict themselves
to ocollectorate opium.  (C. 2-6-14; 28-4-15; 19-5-15.)

XXXL—Coinage and Currency—1703-1807.

Tun coinnge regulstion in the 1793 code, naming ss it does many
variotios of current coing and the mies st which
each of them wers ourrent, is sufficient to indicate
the difficulty that was folt at the time in the matter of coiunge. There
wns in faet little colnage properly speaking, bub silver coins of various
denominations passed from hand to hand at the velao of the silver
they ommtained.  The rogulation just quoted direeted the delivering up
fhese coins for re<coinnge ot the Company's mint; but it wes not o
sufticiently obligatory law, nnd ss lste as 1802 thers were five or six
difforent sorts of rupees used in the distriot, which were not only
ourrent nt their standard velues, but even when deprecisted passed
from hand to lhand st their deprocinted valus, The standard Uom-
pany’s rupee—the “ 10 yoor sicea rupes’ us it was called—wus alsy in
wso in the district. (C. 0-1-02; 8-35-00; 17-1-00.)
2. Gold was » vory froquent form of owrreney st that time. In
1703 halfl the revenue was paid in wsld, and in
Gl abasalant, 1802 it iy stuted that -mmth?ﬁ-t thf“numm}‘ is
ingold, At the time of the permanent sottlement all remittances of
money from the trensury at Jessore to Calontta were muuls i gold,

W preogeey guITmay.
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and for n long time after gold proponderated in them. The treasury
also, whenever wo find a statement of ita comtents, contained a very
much larger amount of gold thun of sifver. In 1700 silver bogan to be
maris largely remitted, and for two or three years nbout one-third of the-
waltie of ench remittance was silver, the rest being moliurs, half-mohrs,
and quarter-mohurs: In 1805 silver had become so comparmatively
abandunt, thet the balk of remittances was now in silver, and five yonrs
later gald entirely mmppeam from the lista of tressure remitted o
Caloutta, (0. 30-11-03 ; 27-0-94 ; 16-1-98 ; 25-1-00 ; 0-1-02 § 20-1-05;
B-5-08 ; 16-10-08'3 23-12-08 3 13-10-00 ; 15-0-11.)

. It must be noted that in the carlior yoars af loast the propor-
tion of gold in the trewsnry was olwnys groater than that ourrent in the
distriot.  'The Government received goldmohurs at 16 rupees value, while
theie value aa curvent in the lazar was only Ra 15-6 or 15-4. People
who wished to boy them for purposss of remittance might give Ry 16,
bt their ordinary valuo wis less than that ot which they were vepsived
at the treasury, and the consequonee was that people preferred paying
their dobts ta the treasury m gold when they could.  Theve appears, in
fact, to have hoen & regular trade in mohurs, for native bankers bought
them i the Calouttn bazar and sent them up to Jessoro to bo nsed in
ischnrging revenue.  Tn all this there was less loss to Governmant than all
fivat sight appears, for fcility and elieapnoss of brausport were more yalu-
able qualities then than now, (€, 011085 81-7-03 ; 28-6.04 ; 9-1-02.)

4. There wns uo eopper coin current, up #ll 1814 at any rate,

cowries-alone being usad for emall change. The

e space for * copper pice™ s always blenk in the

cash reéturns, bul the existince of a space for it shews that either pico

exited  somewliers, or it was in  contemplation to supply them.
(0. 22-10-07 1 10-8-14 1 1-8-00; 1-9-09; 1-10-1),)

5, Notes mre first mentionsd in the cash balanes rebirn of
Angust 1st 1809, when thers wirn Re 420 4n
noles in the treasury, which containoed about
Tt 76,000 in all.  But as it wos only in this month of August IS0D that
regular onsh balauee reports began to be sont up, I have not fhe
monns of finding whether theve wire bank-notes in the treasury bofure
or not. Notes, however, wore then only begun to be used in Jessore,
as is manifest from the small valus in the treasury,  On 1st Septomber
thare were ouly 50 rupees notes ot of ono Tnkh of tronsure, nnd on T
Ootober Ra. 500 out of two lukhs. Dut an onder of Uovernment of twe

- x
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years' imrliot date sssumes the poasibility of their being introdueed inte
wiroulittion in $he distriots, for it directs thal whon i any treasury thoy
vensls o veluo Tis 5,000, they are to be romitted to Calontta in
halves. (G, 28-6-07.)

XXXTIL—The Colloetor's Duties.

W lhiave dealt with most of the branches of the work which during
this period immedistely sucoeeding the permanent sottlement had to bo
performed by the collector; it remnina to recount them, and to make u
fow notes regarding them in passing.

2. Thero was, first of all, the collection of the land revenue by

attachment and sale of dofanlting estates. The first
Colleionofland sess. 1 g rovonue in Jossore took place: on 10th
November 1792, The semindars in thess times froquently opposed by
force the at{acliment and sale of their estates ; they turned the collector’s
attaching snmeen out of their lanils, and refused to permit tho purchasers
to be put in possession. (C., 19-10-92 ; 28-11-67 ; 18-1-97 3 12:12-97.)

4. he Board had also o certain suthority with respect to sales of
esttes in the civil courts. The shoriff could not sell an sstate without
roforenco to them, and all sales, such as private gales by the zomindar,
were invalid 50 long as there remained upon the estato any mpaid
arrear. (. 1-B-97.)

4. The collectar, writing in 1802, estimates thus the profit derived
by purchasers from the estates, referring particularly to the Celoutta
purchasers of the large estates, T'ho purolusss money is usually slightly
miore tuin the amount of the assessment, By lending out their eapital
they can get about 24 per cont. profit ou it ; therefore, concludes the  *
colloctor, their profit being abont the same when they lay out their
meney in land, the profit in o lauded estote must be about 20 per eant.
ol the sesessment. (O 9-1-02.)

5. The eollector had also to mannge Government estates. and
estates Trought under the oourt of wards; of
which Dhnsna has been mentioned s one instance.
B, Then thero was the work of sssessment arising out of sales of
portions of estates, and separations of talugs, and
puartitions of estates. The partitions were mot
such very formidable matters then es they have now become through

Euad EIAnEuREeTL.
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the multiplioation of interests i the lind.  The partition of Mulam-
‘madshabi, for example, took only about fwo years to compluto. But
thore wers then aléo examples of very lung protrscted partition ewses.,
Omu_ufan estate callsd Nowara, lasted nt least from-1501 till LSUS

principally on acovunt of the opposition mudo and the difficulties raissd
by opponents,  (B. 26-7-04. C. 19-1-06; 27-4-08.)

7. The colloctor’s work under the heads of exeise revenno and
af embunkments Tus been separntely noted.  Troasury rmmittances
hase also Been notiosd, amd the wark thut swee from famine and
tho precautions fuken sgainst it. It remains ouly to say o word
about stamps. J

8, Prom the indents for stamps there appears o have boon a

Biags considorable salo of them. They were sold
throughi ngents appointed by the solloctor and
paid by Government, stationed at various parts of the distriot. In 1514,
for example, thore were about eight stamp vendors stationod mostly
at thannaha. Upon the amount of stamps sold the eollsctor oot 2
_mmmiliﬂuinudﬂithntulﬁsmhqr, (C, 8-3-14 ; 8-8-15; 5-10-15,)

9, TIn 1813 there was o gmand forgery of stamps. The agent
who had chiarge of the head-quarter stamp-storo was the chiof person
implicatod, and he_hwd for o long time Lem gelling stampe of his own
i faobure instead of Governnent stamps, o musi have made mual
monoy by it, for both in thet yemr and the pext the vivil comt was
ontinually suding over deeds bearing the fls stamp, which had been
there presented, to have the proper stamp impressed upon them on
peyment of penalty. The stamp sgent was tried erimiually, but Tio
not know what came of him. (€. 26-7-13 5 16-7-14.)

10. The resumption laws of the 1793 vods do 1ot appear to lnve

! given any work at all to these early colloctors,

o thouglt there was no doubt then thab a huge
amount of invalid grants existed. The preseribad registers  wore
gpened in wiich poople might register their gmatis, but uotwithe
staniding ponalties set forth, many poople refused to come forwanl,
No attention was direcled to the matter until Mz, Steer beeame
oollootor in 1815, He states that there had beon 35,000 statementa
filed in the offies involving in tho aggrogute throo lakhs of biggss,
and thit of the grants reforred to in theso statemonts, i groat number
wero invalid on the fes of thom, and many of them were declured
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with mmmifest falschood to have been lost or destroyed by fire. Tl wsked
permission to inquire regunling these oases.  Subsequently, extending
hiu'mqtiﬁu,hu[aumlmnjuthurmspinimmdphinlyinﬂlid
gmnte By fhe ordinary procsss of guing through the courts, the
Government, ke said, could do nothing under ten years, so grost were
th delays of civil justios, and he desirod that he might be smpowsred
to sdopt more summary messures  The direction his inguirios
took npporently frightened many grantees, and they began dovising
countor-measures,  The favorite plan was to ollude with the semindars
to convert tho temure into a holding under them of o menly
nominal rent, thus depriving the land of its character of rent-free.
Of these Tepresentations, however, no particular uotics was taken,
bt it was the beginning of the agitation which led to the grand
resmnption operations of Gfteen or twenty years after. (0. 4-11-134
80-11-15; 12-1-16.)

11. The pinys festival is an snnual institution in every zemin-
dari, A little expenditure in fire-works, sacrifice,
and lestivities, is made st the zemindan euteherry,

by way of insugnrating the collections for the new year, Bofor it no
oollections of current rent are made; and it is o sort of advertisement
flist eollootions are bogun. Mr. Henckell ffi his time held n plnya
ut Moorly, and commenced from the date of that celdbration to mnke
lis colleotions, advertizing in the customary mauner to the zemindars
thiat the plnyn was to be held wpon s certatn day. We have in
the books o list of the expenses ineurred by the collector at hus pinya
in 1590, It contains these oxpenses: firesworks, Re 65; tom-
toms, Ra. 73 dencing-girls, Rs, 45; dsncing-boys, Ra. 155 aud others
of like notore. The Government did not ndmit these clarges, on
|the ground that they hod nover done so before; but the holding of -
phiuya is velerred fo ropeatedly in the earresponllence between the Board
‘and the eollestor. Poesibly they meant something les expensive.
(0. —2-91; 18-9-11.)

12, Colloctors were required to make ammual tonrs by an onder of
the Board in 1759, They wire not, however, by
any means regular in making thotn, asin some
years the colleotor went out and in some he did pot. In faot, the
eollestors appear to bave thought there was no work to do fu the interior,
uxcoph such ne inspection of embankments, (B, 17-12-80. 0. 22.11-06;
B-1-07. B. 13-1-07.) '

Ployn, or fest-fruile

‘Ammmal tosme
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XX XTIIL.—Reform in the Administration of Criminal Justice~1791.

Tin attontion of Lord Camwallis, shortly after his arrival, was
turned to the reform of the sdministration of eriminal justice. Ilo
enlled for veports from the magistrates upon the different mstiers
hesring upon the question ; the adequacy of punishuments, their efficiency
us deturrants, the treatment of criminals, the delays in procedurs, e
affisianey of the police system, and such other matters. The substance
of the reports on theso subjects which wore submitted from Jessors wa
have already given in the chapter concerning the administration of
ariminal justice..
9. The reforms which he effected in judivial matters were these,
o[ Thes sskgisbrstn voploces e Jurisdiction of the darogn was abolishod, and
durge the magistrate did all petty criminal work ; courts
of cireuit were established, bofore whom the more heinous offonders
gheulid be trisd: the nizamat adilat took the place of the nexim as the
ehiief criminal eonrt (ae inllead its name implies) ; and in police matters,
u number of police stutions were estublished all over the district,
3. It bocame nocessary, in changing the system, to pass some
. orders on those matters which the old system had
tethe left to bo handed ovir to the new. There were.
muny cases pending befors the naib nadim in which he had not yet
pussed orders: these the Goyurnor General wroto to hins auking rim
spoeiily to dedde. All pending nnd unexoouted sentorices of the naib
nazim wees to be earried out; but as the punishmont of mutilation was:
not aidmitted by the Beitish Government, that was not in any oase to-
be corried out. Cases remanded by the nuib nasin the magistrnbes
were to take up for trisl and decision under the now system. (N, A
14-2-01 ; 28-2.01.)
4. With regard to old prisoners, it beesme necpssary in muny
T e reconsider the onders under which they
tenoel were suffering imprisonmetit.  Usnviets whose
imprisonment had no spedfed duration, or who had been imprisoned
till they could find suretics (which wany of them; belvg strangers,
goulil never do), and ]‘-eupli' Lmllﬁwuuﬂ. $ill they mule reparation loe
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their olfence, which floir very imprisomment rondered impossble—
sll these cases werv roported upon by the magistrte or examined by
tho nizamat adilat, aud the orders were re-frumed. Thers wore, ot

e time that thess orders were passed, about 400 individuals in the jail
ul the Jessore, and the greater number of these were coufined meroly
“# during pleasure.”  Many of them wors now summiarily discharged ;
the remmnindor were santensed to various stated perioda of bnprisonment.
The rovision of sentences wns mode still more uifivient by the magistmics
being permitted to offer remarks upon any af the revised sentonoes
which from circumstanees losally known they might deem capable of
improvement. The magistrate of Jessore avnilod himself of this permis-
sion in o few eases, procuring the relesse of one or two bhoys who wern
fo0 yotng 1o be considlered capable of any offencs, and the detention of
n fow prisoners whoso charneter was s0 notorious in fhe distriet that
thoir release wonld have been an evil to socioty. (M. 80-6-91.
N. A 27-6-02; 15-9-02, M. 13-11-92; 1-12-82,)

: 5. MThu new system had been introduced on lst Januwry 1701,
and these rovisions were all completed by the end of 1792, The'
benefit of the revision was afterwards extended also to the * perpetunl
imprisonment” convicls, &8 spparently the Government came to the
oonclusion that under flie old system that form of sentenso had been
too lavishly applied. The mngistrates wers directed to submit for
rovition any of the perpetunl-imprisomment enases in wihish they dosmed
the punishment excessive. (N. A 3-4-938; 17-4-03 ; 20-8-05.)

6. 'The excoution of these orders wns apparently not well received
Ly those of the conviets who did not benefit by them but had still to
romain in juil.  They beeame very dissontented, and the mogistraty st
ono time fonred an outhreak among them. (M. 25-5-95.)
7. Together with the punishment of mutilation, another ohl
Pantatment sods g Ey8tem was abolished—thio * pernicious practios,™
wndilliak as the eourt called it, of aitaching the olfets of
pirzons arrested. Somo customs were retuined which we have now
sbolished: for example, the nizamat adalat, in possing sentonce of death
in & onao of 1795, directell the body to be hung in cluius nitor execution.

The punishment of stripss nppears to have been s very frequent one i
thoso days, and in 1705 the nizamat sdilst distributed to the various
magistracies * cata” 10 bo wsod in their infliction, sud dircctod the
magistrates to apply for new ones when these were worn out, A short
Himo after, the jodge of Dacca nvented, and fhe niswmad adilod
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recommended, & leathorn cont, which was mado &0 ns fo protect fram
lsem all parts of the body excopt those where it was intended that the
stripes shoulid fall. (Cf, Cb 20-4-05. N, A 8-4-15,)

8. The jails had of course attracted Lord Comwnlliz's attention, nud
reports were callod for ; so thorough indeed waa the
reform proposed, that the magistrates were desired
tot ouly to report upan their condition, but Lo submit plans and estimutes
for new joils, if in any case they were deemod nocessary, The report
then eubmitted from Jessore declared the juil to be in a satisfaotory con-
dition, but apparently it was so only the standard of judgment
was o very low ono. The debtors” part of it, at least, was in a very bad
state only o year or two after. (G, 3-2-92, M. 20-3-02. C, 25-2-04)

9. However, the reports which Government received wero of

Sow il guch o nature, that it was defermined that jails
built of brick shonld be substituted for the then
existing erections; and steps wore immediately taken to have s juil
built at Jessore, The jail that was then in use wes upon the south
gile of the river Bhairab, and it was intended at first to build the now
joil on the same side. Dut Mr. Heselrige proposed, and the judges of the
wirvuit ‘ecourt approved, a site on the other side of the river. The
jnil was under construction in April 1706, under chargs of an engineer,
i Mr. Stophons being contractor.  In 1797 Mr, Melvill, the then julge,
proposed to build a bridge across the river by conviet labour, s step
which was long subsequently carried into execution. (G 5-4-83;
B4-06. M. 1-12-65; 30-9-97; -12-95.)

. The land required for the jail was apparently oconpied
without nsking the cousent of the proprictors. But somo years
alterwands compensation waas applied for by the owners, who were
remute branch of the Isafpur esmindar’s family, aud o rent wis paid
fur tho land. Thé whole land is still in the ocenpation of the jail;
half of it hod been taken awny from the jeil by the ecollactor aboub
1840, but it was restored in 1569, (M. 30-0-07.  C. 10-7-04.)

11, About the eanployment of the prisoners I do not find much

* information. The magistrate, in 1791, proposed

Joglosmaicl uea. | oo employ them in moking and deepening tanks

in plaves whero water was wanting, but they do not appear to have beott

nctunily so omployed. Large numbers of them were wsed in the

making of ronds, sud a very common form of sentence was “so many
months’ labour en the public roads.™ (AL [1-2-02; 10-3-90,)

Juild.
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12. The jail passed from the charge of the damga to that of the
mujistrate on 1st January 1791, and it was guarded by burksndazes
specinlly entortained. (G. 15-12-00.)

13, In matters of police n system of thanuahs was again introduced.
The idea of Government was that police stations
should bo so placed as to be nbout twenty miles
apart from éach other. In My, Rocke's first proposal be considers ten
thannals to be sufficient for the dstriet, hut the earlisst nctunl enumer-
wtion I find in 1794, a vear or two after their first establishmgmt.,  There
weze then ninctean stations in all, of which the Jessore station eost Ra. 06
_nmonth, and of the rest, one cost Re. 00 pnd seventesn Ba. 56 per month,
Bosides this, the cstablishment of guard-boats, which had never been
cutirely given np, was maintained, and the total cost, guard-boats and
all, was Rs. 2,028 per month, (I, 26-8-03; 3-0-04. ML 12:4-04)

14. It is worthy of notice that all the darogas of the thaunahs were
Musulmunes, with the exception of one, who was a Hindoo, In 184,
on the other hand, cut of twelve darogas, ten were Ilindoos aud only
two were Musulmans. (M. 1-3-93))

15. To mest the expense which these establishments involved, an

pespssed tox waos divected, to which merchants:

b and traders nnd shop-keepors were to o linklo;
anid this tax wans to be assessed by ameens working under the eollsetor.
They hal to estimnte, not the income, but the capital of those who were
linble to the tax, and when the total was known, o rafe was fixed] 20 that
the whole sum mquired might be collested. The nmoens nesesad the
oapitals of the morchants tnd traders at an oggregato of Its. 8,00,000 for
thewhole distriot, and the amount to be eollected was Tia, 25,000 or 30,000,
This sum it wns exceedingly diffionlt to raise in Jessare, for, sither on
aocount of the thon poverty of the distriot, or, more likely, on nocount
of the eorruption of the Amocus employed, the pumber of persons
rotumed as liable to the {ax was somewhat small.  The tax, morsover,
being raised in each distriot for the expenditure of that district alone,
full vary unoqually on the different districts. In Durdwan, whioh wes
then s eomparntively woalthy district, the mmount required wus inly
one per oenl. on the mevebaut’s cupital, while in Jesore it was,
socording to the collector's caloulation, 84 per vent. The merchants
saw this inoquality, and one of their objectiona to tho tax was that
prople of other districts benefited ns well as they by the estalilishment
they kept np.  The guanl-bonts notably were more nseful for the

Yolles atntimn
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through traftio from other distriots then for the Jeesore tmifie:  Bestdes,
they objeeted to direet tasation altoputher, amd would muel mther hayy
lisd the sequired amount collected in the form of sayar duties, or of
tolls. The oollector, indesd, proposed to snpplemont the direot taxation
by these indiroot sources, so heavily did the burden Bl opon those
who hud o pay the direct tax; und the experiment of diot tazntion
Wiy apparently so far ansnccessful, that Govormment withdmw it after
it had bosn in operstion for a fow yoars. (. 7-12-02. Reg, 25:08.
0. G600k ; 7-1-05; 28-0-06, M. 1-3-843.)
16. In the adminitmtion of civil justice there was naturally
e lees of change tham in the administration of
eriminal justice. The formoer remuinod, as it Lol
beforve bean, undor the charge of the judge (who wis alis fu lds other
tpasity magistrate). Bul moonsilfs now appanr for the fimt time in
th distriot, Tho notiees of thesé and of their duties ure rother spanty.
Thuy lind smal] jurisdiotions all over the district, and the fighting Tetwoen
gomnindars and ryots gave thom, for the first ton yoars of their ecilenes,
quite enough work to do. Tn 1798, 4,000 or 5,000 suits in every month
had to be decided by thom, almost all of them being ront-suils
(1 20-0-07 ; 3-12-07 ; 25-5-08; 18-5-98)

XXXIV.—Th Cieit Judge's duthority Ectenidvid.—1708-1800,

Lonp Conxwarima gave to the judges s jurisdiotion which embenod
Tulge'  Juclsliothn  Within its lmits also Me dopartments upon tho
e exeoutive side. They were no longer Lorbidden,
o they wors befors liis time, to inferfors in matbors which mors properly
belongwl to other officers of Government, but people might sue the
wxooutive officers before them wa they might any ofher individual
2. Thin position was apparently & 1itfls too high For sane of th
Juiges, and they were apt to take up & position
5 TERER LM . o fppmitinﬂ to thy other nuihorili:: us if thoy
had beon wppointed fo protect the publio wgainst tho misdoiugs of thy
colleotors and others. Mr. Parr, 05 we have swen, was indinad,
motters gonnected with Dhosna, to take strained views of the law in
opposition o the ellostor; aud Me, Melvill, who oame after him,
though in theso matters ho did not oppose the excoutive, got upu
guarrel with thom in somo other watters.

¥
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3. Hba used occasionnlly to issun purwanas to the eallector conched
in langnuge which no officer in o collector’s position could tolerate ; and
20 mch did he favour this overhearing style, that oven his register—i
very junior officer indesd—adopted the same style in writing 0 the
colléstar, tolling him in vory ourt terms to adopt s mora hirmhle tone
in wriling to him, and threatening to fine him for hiz impertmence.
(€. 18-2-00 1 11-0-00.)

§. The nature of Mr, Mlvill's doings may be understood from
on example. Somo gerja traders had heen proseouted by the collpetor
for selling ganja without o lioetise. Mr. Melvill hield that such tmders
as thoy wore (byapéris) wese not obliged by fhe luw to tuke out &
license, o matter about which there wus ot least room for question.
86, in dismissing the cose, he fined the * Houorable Company™ five
rupess us compeneation to the traders on neoount of fulse noonsation.
The collootor was unwary enough to present o petition msking for o
peviow of this judgment, nnd Mr. Melvill at onen fined him-Ra 200

for nisig 8. Tt was apparently the second oceasion of the collector's.

olfeniding, for once befre, when in saue Qisputed matters bo informod
the judge that he had referred the question to the Boand of Revenue,
tito judge had fined him Ra. 100, (€. 28-4-00 5 14-5-00,)

5, On another oceasion we find Mr. Melvill roleasing from:

estody Government defaulters and others upon their liguidating the

original dobt, and refusing to hear the eollector’s plea that they shonld

vormin in confimement till fhey liguidated also the legal expenses
mourred in collocting the debt.  Anothur ense als in whioh, I think,
thero tan be no doubt that the eivil court was wrong in interforing,
but in which the sadder court uphold the judge, was this, Pergunush
Duntls Twd Deen settled with the raja zemindnr of Tsafpur for w lomp

sun, sud hoving been sold for wrresrs subjoct to this pevenue, lnd -

beott purchased by certain persons.  The purchasees brought s st to
reduce the nssessmont, upon the ground that thers was a clorisl erme
in il ealoulntion of if, and the judge gevo them o decree, Tho ervor
uo doubt existed, fur one village hud been reckoned twice, Dot still it
s plain thot the purchasers had no claim to reduction on secount of ity
before the eivil court at feast. (0. 25-4200, B. 20.10-99, U, 22-7-00.}
6. Thess instancss will mflloe fo show the inmlnnn}'u[thanirﬂ
eourt ut that time to take up an sttitnde of opposition to the exsoutive;

or ut lenst to arrogute to themselves un extent of power which they did
nol posdess.
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7. Tmake a fow remarks on the relutions betwoen the judge and the
e eall dipiriment 500 department, by way of eontinuing my previous.
sguin mldalating, narration of their disagreements. The salt had
ngain, hecome & keparate department i 1700, but it was not after the.
permayent settloment po independont of external inferforence e it wan
before. It was now mther in the position of n mercantils budy ecting
subject to the ordinnry laws—a position which the agonts did not like s
waell us thie provious one. Tho salt departinent had apparently re-adopted
the old system of snalanghis und mailuadurs with all its iniquities, snd
in 1704, when o pumber of maihandars lind, as wansl, failed to uppear at
thoir place of work, the sgent wrote to Mr. Burrowes, the judge, asking him
b0 deliver them up, Such one-sided proesedings Mr. Burrowes rofused to
adopl, sl while he was willing to sammon and hear the alleged dolaulters
at his own court, lie refused to deliver them up on maore requisition. He
‘wrote that the most illegal snd oppressive stratagoms had bean practised
to force sdvaness om unwillig maihandars, and thut many compluints had
Poen made boforehim.  Tn thess cases, when he sunmonsd the aceused—
who were, of course, either malunghis or servants of the salt department
—ihe agent rufused to let them go, and aecusod the judge of illegally
interfiring and of stopping the salt mooufecture, (J. ZI-T2-833
#-1-94. 8it. Ag. 7-2-04.)

& In 1795 Mr, Heselrige conme as jndge, and the salt sgent wroleto
him Loping L would stop the practive of the oivil court interforing in salt
matters; hut hé does not appear 1o have obtained much satisfaction thuk,
In faot, the misdoings of the st dvpartment, and the opposition whish
the judge in the course of his duty had to offer to them, had well nigh
dumud the salt manufscture altogether ; and we find in 1715 that the
(Government it again coeidering the matter, and is sbout to issus reguls-
. tions on the satject of salt manufacture, (Slt. Ag. 20-1-95. G. 27-2.93,)

8. These were tho boginnings of atfuirs beforo matters had settlod
down unlsr the new wégine,  Them appoears to have been less of quarrel-
ling and of clashing of authority after thess first fow yoars.

XXX V.—Early Notices of Trade and Agrieslture —1758-1505.

Ix two or throo places we got & list of the hilts and ganjes, whe most
of the trading of the commtry wae earried on 3 and

Tl Sl gy the liste which are given sliow that in respsef of
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thess plaves considerable changes have ocourred durmp the isst lulf
century.  Tha prinaipal features of these lists T reenpitulnte

2. In 1790 price-gurrents ware retarned for the follswing plices:—

Kusba, Moarly, §in’s Bazar, Fagichat, Keshabyr, Kochuu, Manohar-
gunj, Khulng, Tala, Kaliganj, Inchakads, JThenid Gopalpur, Salkopa.

Eixeept Moorly, these ave all of them sl places of loeal trda, from.
whial prive-corrents might be sent; but it is voticeabls that sevarnl
large hiits of the present day, such as Kotehandpur, Chaugachha, Jingn-
gachhn, Trmohini, Nimei Ray’s Baznr, Busantin, Tajakiat, ind Naml or
Rupgonj, are all amitted from the list.  Khajars doss not nppess sither,
but it= mention in o eontomporary lotter ghews that it thon existed.
(€. 1-7-00 ; 24-6.91,)

8. When the police tax was levied in 1798, ths fullowing wos the
order of the various ganjes with reforenive to their produetiveness .—

Sahibganj, Faqirhat, Kaligonj, Jhenids, Keshabyur, Sen's Bosar,
Manoharganj, * * Moorly, Tala, Khajurm.

(Bahibganj and Munoharganj are hoth parte of the town of Jesors)

Agnin we note the shemnoe of ull the sbove names; they are oloarly
names which have hecome important only sines 1704, (0. 1-8-53))

. A year later wo get the following list of places where grain
would be abundantly prooursblo for the pranavies —Alinagur (now
valled Noopara, on the Bhairsb), Kumargsnj, Fagirhat, Chandklindi;
. Henolellganj, and ono or two others. The first two are still eonsidor
nhla. bitts, though not for grain: the others are fhe Bundarban hits,
where the traffio in grmin had thus early developad jtself (CU1810-04.)

8. Ina letter written in 1515 we find the following given as the
four most considernhle places in the distriol :—Jeesari, Mi ur,
Fagirhat, Choturabaria. Mirzauager is now o village near Primohini,
which has usurpod whatever importance Mirznogar onoe had; Faygirhat -
is utily o second-rale ganj; of Chaturibarin, T do not even know this
situation, Kotchandpar, which is now the grontest commneraial place in the
distriot, is about the same time mentioned ns “ g plase callod Kotehandpur
ot whioh o thannal is establishod, in appearance i town of somo importarse
and magnitude, about ten cos from Naldanga! (0L 28-4-15; 3<11-15,)

6. Fromn list of produes and of exparts and importa pirepamd by

Prade i e el grain, - 100 00llector on L4th March 1701, we obtain the
- following nformnation regarding Jocdl trade,

Of paddy tho produce is estinmated at 000,000 maunds, of which

Wulfwas exported wetward. Besides this, 150,000 maunds passed
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througli the distriet from Dackerganj. The trade is still in the same
direetion. Of knllai and of masuri (both vetches) also considernlils
exprts were, 85 now, tande to Onloutts,  Cocoanngs were then, ns now,
largely quitivatod in the south of the district, and n largs quantity was
exported. Botelnuts also were o chnraoteristio truds, befng exported
from the southery pergununhs, s they are now, Tobaeso appenss b
hove been exported in much greater quantities than now, Thirty
thonsand mmmds weo stated to be grown in the north-west part of the
distriet, nnd of thoss 10,000 ware exported to Calontta,™
7. Of cottom u detailed sccount is given in 1780, The prduction
e of eotton at the present time is oxtromely limited,
; but then 2400 maunds were produced and 3,800
minnds were imported for local manufscture. A veory smull quantity of
thrend: wes ulso imported from Bliusne for the weavers in  Jessore:
From all this 148,100 picees of cloth were yearly manufaoturod.  The
‘eotton was prrchased from the oultivating rvots nod then it wos dloansl
Altar that it wis spun by women for weaving: ono very fine sort liding
sputs, not on & wheel, But on & wire on the fingere. Tha cotton arop wis
sov sometimos in May, somotimes in Ootober, snd May was the reaping

time l:‘.-:-r bothsowings. Ttwas a rather expensive oultivation, (0,31-5-80.) ]
8. Bugar, whiok is now s0 important & manufiseturs, distinguishad |

Jessore in those duye nleo. 1t is mentioned us one
of the evile of the 1787 inundation that i wanld
diminish the dute-sugur manufudture. In the table of 1791 we find
the sugar prodoce pat down st 20,000 mannds, of which half waa
wxparted o Caleatta; and the greater part of this was dato-sugar,
(€ 25-0-88; 24-11-02,)
D, From the slsence of indige in the 1791 list of exparls, we may
E— justly eonclude that no indigo was then manufae-

Bugar,

tured: - In fact, we con traco tho rise aof (his:

monufactire; for, as it was introduced by Europeans, and Fuaropsaus
wore not permitted to rent even enough land for u factery without thae

Company’s permission, wo tmes the history of the manufactore i the
applications for land.

10, Tho first montion is in 1793, when My Bond, “a fres
merchant uider covenant with the ecourt of direotors,” erocted fhntory
at Rupdia and wanted to put up anothar at Alinogar (or Naupara).

Then, in tho begiuning of 1790, came 0 Mr Thft, whis obtained Im.

siof bo start indigo works in Mubamuouedshabhi.  In 1800 & Mr. Tayior
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s mentionoed as having inidigo factories in the direotion of the groat river;
and in 1801 Mr. Anderson, the civil surgeon, ervetad works s Barandi
nod Nilganj (both suburbe of Jessaro), and af Daolatpur. (O 14-4-95;
-I—..-Dﬁ 17-2-000 ; 23-4-01 ; 20-11-01.)
' Aguinst these last factories Mr. Jennings, who hind faotorios
at ngn,gnnh!m, and Mr, Bond, who had factories at Rupdia sod ab
Nrisinghapur, mnde a protest. The proposed factories wonld be too
poar theirs, and would enerosch on the lands where they eultivated.
Tha eollector also cansidered that now that so many works had been set
up over the district (for there were evidently many more than I have
named) , some rule shonld be Inid down to prevent thoir clashing with
one mancilwer,  Apparently wothing was then done with this object.
But syplications fur new lands still continued to come in, snd in 1831
Jessoro nuil Dacen are stated fo be both erowded with indigo fmtm-m:.
and the then collector again pointed out the froqunent disputes and
Jenlonsies, wnd recommended that no new factory should be estalliched
within ten miles of any old one. (€. 20-11-01 ; 3-7-01; 20-2-09; 1-5-11.)
12 A list of Ewropesns resident m the distriel in 1565 mentiona
the nomes of the first indigo eultivators in Jessore:
Europeans used frequently o be callud on to send
in their nnmes on pain of forfaiting the Company’s proteotion, wiish, to
judge from their remissness in complying with these requisitions, thoy did
not #o Lighly approciate. The list quoted eontains the following nxmes:—
Deverell, Hazrnpur ; Brishane, Datinkati ; Taylor and Knudson,
Mirpur; Resves, Rindurin; Razet, Nohatta; and several others, (=12-05.)
L4 1t may be noted a8 0 measuro of the progress of commores
and the adyance in sdmivistration sinos the time to
which the statements made in thin chaptor rofor,
that while for the polioe tax of 1795 the trading mpital of the distriok
wae nasessed at Iis. 800,000, for the ocortifleate tax of 1868 thi
truiling profii of the distriot was estinmated ot Ra. 82,00,000. (. 7-1-95.)

Bitopeun

Progtess ol eutmsirrs,

XXXVI—Lublic Commumention—UChil Swrgam—~Cemans—
Misoellanesus,

Public Commmuioatione.—A. litthe information under this head is
e obtained from the old Tetters. The prablin goud,
a8 it wae enlled, Trom Caleutis o Daces, which

pussed thorough Jessore, is noticed in w lettor of 1791 ; but though it
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wos designinted by this name, it appears to have hesn rather o traok kept
up by country traffio than n road maintainod 6a ench, The part of it
whith lay betwesn Caloutta und Jingagachhs is desoribed in 1704 m
buing in fir oeder; and {hit which lay betwoen Jingagachhn and JTessova
waa 0 year or two later, by mesns of convict labour, put into luir repair,

But as in 1800 we find the collootor proposing to carry on the roud
powards Daeea, that part of it can hardly bave been beforo thut yesra
regnlarly mainfained route, (O, 28-7-01; I8-7-04; 7-2-08; F1-0-00.)

2, There was in 1704 also 5 road from Jessors through Jhenida
fo Oomereolly and o rosd to Chasgachha mud one to Khulna.
Theso lsst two were in a very bad statoat that time, and as the eolioo-
tar, in 1800, proposed to renew both the Chauguehla and the Comer-
colly ronds, they can have bean paid very little nttention to up to that
time of Teast. They wers probably little more than uncarod-for tracks,
for in 1802 fhem were only twenty milos of rosd properly so called m
the distriot. (0. 18704 21-9:00; 2-1-02))

d. 'These twonty miles appear to havo ineluded enly the Tmgegnchha
roadl and the following “station ronds,"” which lind heen for the most part
made sl maintained by prison labour: Rupdis to Kasla, Oluimmaknti
to Kausha, Moorly to Chanchra. These roads all stll exist, nod the
last pumed, thongh much damnged by recent cyclones, has stll the
charsctar which is implied in the epithot *avenue™ applied to it
1500. The Churamankiti roml wad not, I heliove, planted with trees
till o much loter date, (O 210003 2-1-02,)

4. Noue of tha considorable rivers on the ronds were bridgsd.
(€, 21000 ; 2-10-10.)

ﬁ._ There wos little cart trafflo in the district, the consequence
probably of the state of the roade. . The collactor,
in 1704, says there were not one hundred carts inc
the whole district, aud in 1810 he writes that at the head-guarters there
were only six prooursble.  Wator earringe was adopted in slmost avery
onse in preference to lnnd carringe. Trongure won for special rasons:
sent by lund to Caloutta, bat officers joining the \iism'ut appear to hove
donio so mostly by the river route. (0. 18-7-04; 2-10-10 ; 0-5-15,)

6. A regular postal line was kept np between Calouttn aud
Jessore, going by land, and besides thess thore
were minor oross-lines muanngel by the colleetor.
Tn 1790 the following eroes-lines were kept up :—Jessore by JThepida
to Comurcolly ; Jessore by Khulua to Jaynagar (n salt-siation) ; amd

Tradlic.
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another ling in the samo &:mutinn.purlmpnthnmumum.untu
Hackorgany, (. 15-7-00.)

7. Ciwil Surgroncy.—There wos 1o oivil surgeon in Jessore till
1780, when, on Mr. Henckell's proposal, the appointment was created.
A My, Henderson was the first appointed, and after him 4 Dr, Anderson
held the appointment for w long series of years, This Dr. Andursan
went largely into indigo and ereoted small faotories, nmong other places,
ot Nilganj and Pulu Ghity both elose to Jessore. | (J. 12-4-86,)

8, Crua,—On bwo ccenzions, et in 1780 aud afterwards in 1802,
the collector snbmitted an estimnte of the ntmber of nhabitants in the
district. In the first ease the region to which the enumeration extended
inwluded tho parts east of the Tohamati now within the 24-Perpunnnia,
atid it indleded slso the whole of Muhammadshahi, but it excludod
Naldi nnd Plusna.  The collector reckoned 547,250 males and 508,559
fumales s totul, 1,056,100, On the seoond occasion the limite of thoe
enumération wero nearly those of the present fwo districts of Jesore

and Furreedpoor, and the estimale was 1,200,000, On the first cotasion

I do not know on what the colloctor bused his estimnte ; but as he gives
the fgures in somewhat of detail, anil anys they nre 68 accurate ns
without minute inquiry they eould be, he must have had some sort of

Yasis for his estimate. In tho seoond case the colloetor had no details ;

o writes simply * there are about 12,000 villagns; and thoy contain on an
avernge 1000 inlibitants s-pioee.”  The fgures are nol very valunble,
exoept in =0 for a8 ey aliew that Jessore was & very populous distriet

al the time of the permanent settlement, (O, 50-9.80; 9-1-02,)
0. Mwcellancous Notes.—Slaves are mentionod in a onsual notice of
it * Cuesar, Mr. Chibortie™s slave-loy,” in connection
with thy desth by scvident of My, Osborne, who

wis in the it department,  (Loter to magistrate, 14-3-K5))

The Government, in 1780, Forbado tho exporiation of natives &s
sluves. It appenm to Lave been o regular trade, howsver illegal it

quay have been. (M. 14-8-80. €, 12-8-89.)

The Government, in 1702, that is shortly after the estalilisliment

- of the new kystem of 'uu-ifui_nnl justice, ]'iﬁlﬁibﬂml

’ the practice of private individuals confining peaplo
of their own authority in stocks and in frons. This practies ajiponrs
to huave boen & conmmon one, for it is called & @ omstom,” (O, 6-11-02)

A peward of Re, 10 sicen for each tiger destroyed wus rovlnimed
e ATES. (B, 18688, Q. 24-6-88 : 10.6-08.)
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The Freneh revolution even turns up among thees old lattors; for,
the Groveroment, an 14th September 1701, ootmmunicated to all vollectors
the intimution he had received from the French Government of the:
abolition of the old * feur-de-Tis" flag and the adoption of the tri-oolar.

NXXVIL—The Saydpur Trust Estale—1814-24,

Tss our history of the majns of Chanclies it has beeri mentioned that at
ou period finr nnons of their estntes came into possession of a Muhomedan
fispnily, and that that family hid, bofore the permanoot settloment, made
over gno prtion of their estate, namely * Taraf Sobinl," for thi benedit
of the imfmbira at Hooghly.

2. Tho possessor of this estate, Haji Muhammad Mahsis, died in
1814, and luving no heirs he bogueathed lus
estats in this manner, I was to be kopt . tedit
in the hunds of two trustess, who wors eucl to have onendnth of the
profits as their shaze ; they wero fo spood throe-ninths npon roligions
observansss ot the imimbira ot Hooghly, and the rest was to bo
smployed in discharging the salaries of certain officers appointed af
the imimbére, snd in keeping up the imimbira sud the tomb of
Salahudidin, which s aleo; T believe, at Hooghly.

3, The two trusteps inte whose hands the property. cime very

Bovesuinn) e pwe P00 fuarnlled  among themsolves, and the
sbin aifairs of tho estate got into dreadful confusion.
R in 1810 the eolleotor took possession of the estate under n recont
luw (XIX of 1810) dovised fn enable Government to prevent trustees of
property devoted to religiouns sud charitable purposes from appe pirint-
ing it to their own use or abusing their trust, The two trustess wens
relieved of their fanntions, and the Board of Revenue (6-3-16) adojted
th following methol of regulating the estite,

4. The Governmont, acting by the eollector of Jussare, wns Lo bo
o trustoe, who was to look aftor the monsgement of the property ;
and for the seeoud trustes n member of the Shis seot of Mussulmers
yms to be appointed by Govenment, his function boing to see to the dus
expenditurs of the fumds at the imsmbéss. With this sccond trostes
Govermment conoerns-itsolf very liftle, loaving to him and to the mligius
conununity interested in the imimbéra the vare of their own watters.

z

Truit ereatal,
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5. 'The collsctor accordingly undertook the managemmnt of the
Teoprorvemend of e 0Stute, nod hns ever sines carripd it om. A
S genem! mensnrement aod wtiliment was made
ditring the first fow years of the calleotor’s possession, and about 1823
nlmost the whole of it was given vut in patni temure. By these
openitions not only was the anmusl revonne of the estate inéreused
from Ra, 1,25,000 10 Rs, 1,70,000, but Rs, 5,70,000 wis realized ns the
pronfiin. paid on the patei talege, The suwrplis swailable for the
purpesin of the endowment was inereased in this way from Ba 25,000
fo B 70,000, which iz the presont net aupual valus of the endowment.
B, The share which, under the terma of the will, would belong
to Government as tristes, is granted by Government for the mnin-
tenance of the Hooghly College, and the rest of the Ra. 70,000 goos to
this trustes, Bayd Karimat Al in charge of the imfmbém; the mulow-
quent biing, in fact, the chiief sonres of ita wealth.

7o 'The estnto is known as “The Baydpur trost estate,” and ite
meore familiar mame in the district 38 “The four-nnnn estate™ [
outchorries were onos ot Mboorly, and it wos managed from Moorly
while the collectorate was in Jessore,  There are one or two European
grives in Moorly, which are said to bo those of Europeaus engaged in
ths management of this estate:

8, Thelands attachod to the estate ave of comsidarnbla extent, nnd

e i i m_duﬂq- # lurge part of the pergnmoah Saydpur,
with much of the land surrounding Jessore; part

ol the pergunnnh Teafpur, considernble lunds on the uorih-west of Klnilus
unil on tho right bank of the Bhairab, much of the land nesr Keshabpur,
niid an estate in the south, near Bobna, The pergunnah. Sobaal, whick
6 alsn within the estate, is within tho grographionl limits of the 24-Tar
gunnahs. The lands ave almost all given in patni ; pergumnahs Klulispr
and Mahoshwarpassa, on the north-west of Khulns, are givon in farm
nd s wizmber of seutterod partions, paying rats of fom Bs. 5 1o 160, nre
also given nominally in lama, but praotically in w short of ryotti tetire,

XXX VIIL—T% Origin of Cholern—I1817.

1= one respect Jossore has soquired n very ol roputation s for it wng
the plaes where began that first great cutbreak of cholom whioh,
spreading up the valley of the Ganges, attncked wod decimated th rmy
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of {he Murquis of Tnstings, then engagoed in opemtions against Soindia,
i Contral Tnidia, muil afterwards axtendod itself, in o north-westerly
direction, over the whale of the vivilized world.

2. Oholera hind hoan known before ae an endsmio disesss provailing

. more ar less in almost every region in the plaios
Prrbusbmastebeless. 0 7 owor Bengal, but belom 1817, the your of
the outbroak now roforred to, it had not that drewlful form whioh we
niow assooiate with its nome. Medical men have in recont researohies
aliewn thiut s various dates between 1508 and 1756 thero had oot
wiolent outbeeaks of cholers, but these had been confined to Tudin, and
apparently none of them spread beyonid norrow limits,  Defore, there=
fore, the outhreak which began in 1817 carried the knowledge of the
divnnsy far and wide ovor Tndin, and then over Europe; cholern was
known only it s wilder endemio form ; and it hul previonsly attroted
little attention, being apparontly not smoro fital, and uot more dreaded,
than the fovers which usually exist in the distriots of Lower Bangal,
Thie Medienl Board, when, on 220 September 1817, they roparted on
the putbresk of thiat year, identifiad the dissuse to o cortain extent with
that which “ gensrally provails in groater or less oxtont st the presont
gesison of tho vear," remarking, howover, thot * it has of late prayed far
niors fist] than st any former time within recollection.”

4. The first cass of cholors, then, otourred nt Jesdare on 20th
August 1817, and a day or two ufter that the
whale town was seized with panio. And mo
wondar—ilie disease suems to hinve been exosudingly suddon in it atinok:
On Awgnst 25th Mr. Chapunan, the then judge and magistrate, writes
of it nz a “most alarming wnd fatal disorders” and ina lotter of the
game dite tho sollooter, Mr. Tuckor, calla it “an invelemte and fatal
disvase,’ Baveral persons were suddenly seizod with it when walking
along the toads in the buze: an instanes is mentioned where o sopoy
had boon attacked with it about midnight, whils on gusrd st the jail,
sl was dead befuro morning. Tn:most cases in fact, ut the beginning:
of the outbrosk, the suddenness of the sttnck almost preoiuded the
application of modioal nid. (M. 25-8-17. €. 25-8-17, (1§, fo M 23-8.17
sl 30-0-17.)

£, Mhe alarm in the town was genoral, sud ovorybody left the
place who could do so. The judge shut up s
: conrt, for the vakeals dedlared they would all
yesign Alivir offisoe if ho insistod upon their remsining at work. ‘Uhe

Otbirenk In 1517,
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walleotor also stopped work ; he hal sonis sales fixed for August 25th,
which bo writee that he put off on noeount of the absunce of bilders;
mwi he warned the Bonrd that he might find it necessary to let his clerks
und writors leave the station for o time, nuud eaid thak one or two of them
ware sleeady desd.. This, however, was not ultimulely necessary, lor
threo daye afterwords the disease was decronsing ; but the magisteate
and the-collector hoth of thom attributed this effect to the desartion of
the lown by its inhabitants, (AL 25-8-17. O, 25-8-17. M 28:8-17.
0. 28-8-17.)

6. A fow days nfter it appeared in the town, oholem also appoured.
in the jail. The prsoners of course were more closely looked ufter
than was possile in the cass of the town, and (hord ‘was no esss of
cholem proper in the jail after September 2nd.  In the town and its
vioinity the diswnse wan dying away in the beginning of Septomber, for
it f= ita nture novar to etay long inone place. Tt had, however, broken
out in s few other pluces in the district, but the mogistrate, on Ostober
Urd, reported that sven from these it had by that time slmost ontirely
dizappoared.

6. Of the mortulity in the town the resonds omit to supply infur-
mation, The magistrute sent up some statistios on
February (th, 1818, bmtno copy has boon preserved.
In the jail there wore over 800 prisoners. Of theso, daring tho few
days of Aupist during which cholerd wis presout in the jail. 36 wero
sttunked and ¥ died. This i4, however, probably no messare of the
unn‘m!rij‘ ritsdide the jail walls® (0. B. 4o M. 17-9-17.)

7. The opidemio attacked chisily the lower olasses.  Tis symphoms;
ah Dsiribod by Dre. Tyiler, the sivil suegeon, wim thess ¢ exessive
pirging and vomiting ; great thirst ; o sensation of groat heat, without
any setual iporense of tempemture. The trostment Dr. Tyiler used
mid meommended to others was the oxhibition of eslomel and opinm,
ol Lie rooorda that theso nedicine wore slwaya suoeediil when given
ab g sidlicieutly early stage of the disense,—a mther tndeflnite qualifi-
eafipn. (O 8. to M. 29-4-17 nnd 80.0-17)

g D Tytlor at frst ottributed fhe outhreak to “a witintad

et i s, #2889 0F il eniaod by o hot woathe, 4 Ehe
inervnse of jungle, nud to the grest collections of
waiay catsd by the linllﬂlm.ilj 'rurn.w rainfull of the sesson. The

* Ui sond pemmgbiet by Uir. 00 0 Smiah, 0 e enuted (hat 16,000 people Fid m Yaw menthe
L Wi abletoted oo Jommsre.

Minsdity.
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Modical Boned stated the cuuse more genemlly as lying in the ** extreme
humidity of the atmosphere, occasioned by the long-continued and
inomssant mains of the present eesson.” (0. B fo ML 23-5-17. Mud
B, 22.0-17)

9, D, Tytler also records some inferesting information regarding
& seinl ennss, to which he attribiites a Eomowhat exaggomted
importnuoe, ealling it “a great Truth which has under the favour of
fho Almighty been disclosed at this station, where the disease first broke
oul.” The best and humidity of the sesson bad not only brought
t early muburity the autumn crop of ries, but hud imparted to it an
unnsnal richness of flayour. The supply of vew rice was abundnut
and cheap, nnd it wes eagerly sought after; oven before liing fully
“ripe, it was * devoured with avidity by natives of all deseriptions.™
To tlis oxtensive uss of immaiture rice Dr, Tytlor ascribes the outbredk,
anid from what he says it is olear that it was n predisposing eansa.  He
motitions this as an opinion generally received and openly declared by
the nutives. e states that in many places attacked by cholern, though
nothing hud béen done to ont the jungle and desin the podls of
stagnant water, the mere prohibition by the magistente of the sals
nmil use of uew ries had been effectual in cousing un immediato deeronse
in tho disense s anid ho mentions one instancs eoming under his personal
observation, On 2nd Septomber the use of pew rice was absolutely
forbidden in tho jail, and on that day cholern disappenred from the
juil. One cuse ooontrred ifter that, namely, a onse of o fomals 1m.lunm-
who, laving surreptitionely obtained aud eaten o smoll guantity of
now mice, wan attacked by cholers a shorl time after. (C. 8. to ML
d0-0-17 and 1-10-17.)

10, One messure adopted to meot the diseasa I have alrendy
noticed—the genornl prolibition, or mther warn-
ing, agninst the use of new rice, Deaides thia,
untive doctors were entortained, mnd worked in Jessore under
“Dr. Tytlor, who hinss)f abtained great ovedit for his personal exertions.
OF all the ustive dootors entertained only two remained st their, post;
they were nitacked themselvos with the disesse, but recovered mud
vantinned their work., To some planters residing in the interior,
btstinetions wore forwarded Low to deal with (he diseose i it nlippnruii
in their viginity, (U, 8. to M. 1-10-17)

11 Al that was done to meot the cholem st Jossare was done
by tho lotul officers (Mr. Ohapmas and Dr. Tytler) oo their own

Yamedind onmmarrs,
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responsibility, The Modioal Bonnd weve informd, but their first fotter,
whith was little more than o general approval of the steps tuken by the
loeal officers, idid not arrive till the discese had begem to dlssppenr, It
was tho first time the Medical Doard had hieard of this new form of
chiolers, und they wore of course not i o position to take oo thimsalves
the dizoction of matters at Jeswre in the sume way that they aflerwinis
dild when the wpidmmio appoared at their own doors in Caloutts (the
next place it came to after Jessore), or when it commenoed its journey
up the valley of the Ganges, (Med. Bd, 0-6-17.)

12, The vice-presidont in eoundl also spproved the proseedings
of the lbeal officers, and cspecially commended Dr. Tytlor's exartions;
and tn each of the two native dootors mentioned above a gratuity of
Re 50 wus awarded. (G, 14-10-17)) '

13, Though not immedistely connooted with Jessare, the magis-

ey oo ot Trul® roceived copies of the eorrespondence relat-
Lhe dimmasn. ing to the subeaquent progress ol the opidemis,
and from thise papors T gather the following notes about the spidemit
m Caloutto.

14. On 16ih Septomber 1617 Mr. Eiliot, moagistmte of the
guburle of Calentis, reporiad to’ Hovernment tie
presence of “an epidemic disease” i Caloutts and
jtx viiinity, and Governmont sent on the ruport ta the Mpdieal Bowrd:
Previously to this the Modicdl Board, in thair letter of Gth Soptembor
peganding thi chiolur st Jessore, nlluded fo the existencs of A snmilar
epidomio in Calouttn and its vicinity, but the quistness of their langunge,
anil the fuct thet ne steps whatever were then takon, or even mdvieed,
with regand to Oulouttn, shows that the ehilera, s it existed thore in {he
beginning of September, waa the older ned milder Tonn of the diseas,
and not the vow form it had ssmmed 4t Jassore.

16. Whon; on 16th Beptember, they recelvod information of the
now mnd mire alarming outhronk in Caloatta, they at ouco took stops
to provide remedies. Native physloians were employed, snd wero
sapplied with medicines from the Government stores, and’ ditailed
written instructions were givento them.  They numbored in all forty or
fifty, nnd more would have been smployed hud they been availabilo.
Thives steps were apyroved by Governmant, who gave the Madioal Boand
permission to meet any expenditure they might deem novessary, (Mol
D 22-0:17.  Gow. 28-0-17),

Caliuita,



-

.

16. Tho Melionl Bpard appesr to. have even thes hardly
w the intmotable nature of the disease. They write, when

.w rogarding tho Calontta outbreak, that “it is fortnnutely n

distane which admita of w epeedy remedy.”” Those who hud more
imﬂm.tnl_r to deal with the dizease found it fur othorwise. Wo have

s that the Jessore officials found it diffioult even to apply medivines in

time, and the Board (hemselyes admit that in Caleutts it * threstimed
to swoep oll u large portion of the. native popuiation,” and congider a
slight reduction in the number of funcrils one passes in tie streets o
mntter for congratalation.  (Med. Bd. 22-9-17,) '

17. The disease, as it appeared in Calvutta in the middle of
Boplumbar, is described in very much the samo words which Dr. Tytlor
used in desoribing its symploms at Jessore: [t attackel its victims
withont any waming. While walking in the roads, or engnged fu thefr
ordinary pursnits, they enddonly fell down, i immadiatuly  began
vomiting; b cold, clammy swent broke out, and the patient becems so
wenk 68 to be upable fo move, feeling o poinful sense of heal and
wuight in the stomach uad bowels

- The Melioal Board resond that in Caleutta the discase tendod
towards the lowsst and worst drnined parts of the town. (Med, Bd.
oo.0.17.  Fnelostire to G, 23-0-17.)

18, Copivs of the instructions which had been deswn up by the
Medical Board wero sent o Jomore, where, however, the epidemio had -
seaaod before their arrival ; and to Burdwen, where it had broken out nt
nearly the same tims as ot Calontts, Cholers hul alrendy staried
on that fatal journey which was to take it over balf the eivilized world,

AG: 28-0-17)

——

PART IV.—LANDED PROPERTY.

XXKIX.— Tha Dintribution of Landed Property in the District, and the
ITistory of the New Zemindors,

Tr has beott deseribed as n conssquence of the permanent settloment

e 6 2l s new that smoll zemindars and small zomindars mme
asmuimlies, to be substituted for groat zemwindaris snd groat
gemitdars, Tt was, however, nuatursl thet of these wnall zominilas
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some shonld increase: their substunse above others, and by buying ap
onindari after gomindari, swl tennre after fenure, agzrmgate in the
el u very lnrge ostate,  Such estates differ etitivoly in their natare from
tho old zeminduriz ; thoy sre not compact aud sngle estates extending
ovar some traot of conntry where their owuner is promitent as the grdt
gemindar, but they are an scommulutivn of separste und

el tennres, asquired in differenl ways and at different times, lwlli
nnder all sorts of different rights, sl soatterod hero and thoero ovar-thie
comndry,  Zomindary, in fiot, hes becoms more of o profassion awl lea
of u position,

2. Of thess newly nrisen great zomindar familios ouly one, the
Noaral fumily, belongs properly 1o the distriot of Jessore: Dt thare
ary moversl dthers who, residing in other distriots, Dave Jauls within
Jissore,  OF the Nazsl family 1 naerste the history in s ssptrta ohapitr,
Tt the other great familivs need not have their history recorded at such
length. I shell moke some notes reganling them in sonvoetion with
the lands they possess, ' :

3. 1 ywoposs therefore going romd the distriel and narmting w
order ueh romatks s I hove to muke yegurding zemindari holdings
-and somindars.

4. Subedivigion Jemore.—A considernble part of this sub-livison

is the lands included in the pergunnah Saydpur,

S which are distributed for the most part betwisen two

sominidaris, that of the mjs of Jessors and that of the Trgst Eatato,

The history of each of thest has heen soparately given. "The londs in
both are given out to & great extent in patai

3. Another considerable part of the sab-division is porgusnsh

Shahujial, which in ancient times beloaiged to the
b Nattory mj, but was sold op o short time after -
the permanent sottloment. Tt was sold up, not as a shole, but in small
purte calied * dihis,” onch of which contained o few villages, not necsss
parily adjoining each other. -
® Ous of the lnrgest of thise dihis, diki Arpara, within which
Changachhais, wus bought by Kelaram Mulkharjya,
Comispbele:  of Gibindatign, In 't namo of A sondualid,
Ram Kishor Chattarjya.  From Kelaram it descendod to lis two sons,
Kali Prasanus and Daidyonath, and the latter havisg died: heirless,
thamuflhufnmm,ﬁumdnl'mumuukhmnbhumam
estate, o died in 1509, snd the ctutes came uuder the court of
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wards, The Gobradanga family have a much larger estate than this
in the south of the district; they have also considernbls estutes
Nuddes, nod o little in the 24-Pergunnalis,

7. Ancther of the dilia s dihi Pholbaris, which had been long
bofore 1lie pormanent settlement dovoled to Shyam Ray, an idol in
Moorshedabad, Tt was vetained whon the yest of the Natiore estutes
were fost, anid s #iil] hald on the part of the Nattore family, its procesds
going to the idol.

8, Dihi Kaneshpur (within which is part of Kotcliandpur} and
dihi Sarup-pur were, in the sales of the Nattore
sstutés, purchazed by Gopimohun Thakur, the
principal fornder of the Thaknr or Tagore fnmily.

9, The Tagares come of a family of tainted brlmans, ealled
Pir AJi Brahmans i and they originally helonged to Narendrapur, noar
Rujuhiit, in the Jessore district. ‘The story of the tainting is nob by
any means n distinet one, bat it ruus eomewhat in this fshion. A
sontroversy had arison us to whether smelling waa half-sating or nol,
and Pir Ali Khon, » Mahomedan, who was doing some work in the
disteiot, oonnveted either with the Government or with the raja of
Jessore's gaminduri, fnvited o his house o number of brahmane. When
thoy oame, he ownsad them, againet their will, to smell flesh, which
wae to them forbidden mest, wnl the pandits deciding that their
smelling it amonnted to hall eativg it, declared those tainted wiio
Had snelt,  Two persons named Ray Chundry, who st nest the amest,
wary declard to have really saten the food, and wers thersfore ordersd to
booome Mussulmans. They took the names Jamal and Kamal Khasy
and thieir dosoondants are ghll alive m Bnsantin (near Jessom), ']ﬁj,tj

benr this Matismedon surname Khan Chandbry, and s Hindoo first nome
" 10,  The name of the first Tagors ancestor who booamo taintod was
Parnshutton, but it is undetermined whother he was tainted directly by
being prosent on the above occazion ut Pir Ali's, or whethor it wea by
his being nfterwards seized hy the Khan Chaudhries snd oompelled
to marry their dnugl:tur

1l. For eix pendrations aftor Porushnttam the Tagores Hn-d in
Jessors, and then, nbout the beginning or middle of Just century, Pan-
chuman, leaving Jessare; settled and built & house on what is now the
wite of Fort Willinm. Ho enterod the serviee of the British, and received,
i Iiin deseondants have rolained, 1lin sarname of * Phakir," whinll was
then given to all brahmans by the Euglish,

Thabur or Tagurs famiiy:

24
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1%, His son Joyram had to, give up the site st Fort Willinm, sl
o doubit roseived for it amplo compensation.

13, Jayram’s son Darpunarayn sequired grest woalth by commer-
cinl dealings and by money-lending, snd also by serving the French ut
Chandernngore ; and when the Nattore estates bogan to be mid ap, ho
purchased n large pirgunnah in Rangpur, and Tis son Gopimolinm, who
alea served the French, added other estuies, partly purshased from the
disintograting Nattore zaj.

14. The Tagoro family huve many estates all over B&ngﬂ.!, beiug
onie of ths large land-holding familics ; they have not much in Jesore,
Besidos the two dihis near Kotchandpur which have hmnmmuml,
sl which are given in patni, they hold als o half shorein the
gernindnel of taral Tusulpur, which contains mmany villages nlong the
north side of the Bhairal, between Jessore unit Afrs, and on bath sides
of the khal between Afra ond Gobm.

16. 'The enst and north-enst of Jossore sub-division are ooonpied
by pergunnahs Tmadpnr (o small one elose o
Jossore) and Tsufpur (n lnrge one extonding over
n large troot: of conntry). Originelly part of the Chanchra mja’s
gominduri, thisse wers solid up at the time of the disporsion of his property.
Thie lands ave pow hell by many zemindars, but the chief of them are
these: Baboo Anandchandm Chandhry of Bagohae (whe will he
noted undor AMagurak sub-division) holds a good deal of land in the
southern part of if, Lis semindari outcherry being al Taraganj- In the
northern part of it fhe Nauparst Baboos (whosas
bistory will be reconded in 8 note fo this chapter)
have some remindaris and some patnis.  In the south-esst of it tarafl
Husulpur is the patni'of the Naral Baboos, the gemindar rights bu&la
lyelil, 1 believe, by the mjn and by ane branch of the Tagors famiily.

16, Iu the vicinity of Jessore itslf the rajn has some property,
and o good deal belongs also to the Trust Estate. The Ramaagar
Baboos (whe come under Khulna sub-division) liold land Iying bebween:
Rasnagur und Uhanchr, parily in patoi of the mjs and parily in patsi
of the Trust Bstate, They have also soms property in the divection of
Munirampur,  Anandehandm Chaudlry, just mentioned, has: ulsa:
some proporty olose to Jessare, and po linve his eousing, the heirs of
Ray Radhuoharn, whose father was Anandohanden’s father's brother, £

17, On the whole, it cannot be said thet within the sab-division
of Jessore there dre any largs scenmmulations of property in the hands

Fmadper and Tl

’III'[I“ famaly.
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of o individual. Tho Saydpur estates, both the mju’s und the Trost
Batate, ure of vourse excepted, but ull tha rest of the sub-divison. is
divided among many proprietorns.

18, Subelicision Jhmida.—The sub-division is almoat entipely
within the pergunnahs which form ehakls
Muhammadshahi, whoss boundary on all wiilos
& soie ten miles or so outside of that of the sub-division. Its wenin-
dari histocy therefore is tho history of Muhsmmadshali, Ii has
already beon said that Mubsmmadshobi was the patrimony of the
rajus of Noldangs, aud it has been narrated how the Naldungn houss
split into threo branshes; and only one of (lipse thres, that reprscented
by the presont rajs of Nuldaugs, managed to retuin its property, whilé
that of the other two branches, being three-fifths of the whols, passed
iite oflisr hands, and finully into the hands of the Nazal Baboos.

). The propertyin the sub-division, apart {rom the amnll pitutes
soattered hiore and thers, is therefore divided hatween the Naral Baboos,
most of whose fand lies in the western part of it, and the Naldusngn
raf, most OF whiodo is in the eastern part of it Tho Naral Babaos f*
the taost part muatsge their lands dircot, while the rajn of Naldanga's is
mostly given in pstni.  The indigo concerns laye lurge tenures within
the pergtnnul; many of them, and perhaps most, being held of the Nl
daings raja.- Thers ure many smull Inkhiraj holiings in Mubnmmadihabis
90, 'The Naldunga raja's place of business is at Nalduoga, whila

thw Nural Haboos munago their lands from the chakls culchorry, two:
miles wist of Jhonidn.  Until thay obtained the pergannah the chakla
outehorey was in Jhenida, on the samae sito, I believe, whom the sub-
divisional entcherry now is.

21, Magurah scb-division.—0f Magarah the extrome west nnid
. north fulls within the Mubammadshahi porgunnsh which has been

desoribed above.

%3 The sastern part of it, that is, the land round abant Muliam-
madpur, is porgumnah Sitor, which poergunnah
crossas {he river aud runs well into Furroed pare

district, 'Thin iy one of the pergunnalis which were sold oo the troak
up of the Nattoro raj, and the parohascr of it was Krishuachandpn Pal,
o founder of tha Pal Ohandhry family.
X 28 Krishus Pul was originally/a potty tradsr at Ttwnnghaty wud
thore lived at that time a certuin mobank (&
bruhman priest) who had a considerable trade or

Hw

Sjro

Fal Chawilry family,
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oultivation at Arvanghatts, n little north of Runaghat. This mohunt
bind pomo very lurge storvs of the grain ealled “ohola,"” but the inssets
gob at it and apoiled it all—at least 5o it spamed,. 'The mobant doter-
mined to ecast it all awoy, when Krishon Pal offered him soms small
prive for it, and sulsequently by sulling it realized nn enarmous prollt,
for it turned out that the insects had destroyed only o little of th
surface grain.

24, Krishna Pal woe now o merchant of greut-eapital, whioch he
further greatly inoreassd by bading in, and almost menopolizing the
tride in sall, which ot that time was soll by suction at the Bosed of
Revenue, as opiom is pow (o ot least say the narrators of the history}.
At fnst he resolved to estahilish a somindari, and pergunnah Sitor wis
thie firet parchase which he muds.

25. The fumily alterwards moede other very lurge purvhnses,
especially near Ronoghat and Bongong in Nuddea; and afler enjoying
tor o 'time o very prominent position, they begun o Jose their eatutos,
There were several deseendauts of Krishnashandes Pul, and, s & the
wenal history of zemindur families, they fell out among themselves
The story is thot the first fulling-out was o dispute shout o gont,
worth four ununs, réquired for some fumily saerifics, They dispated
abont the gont, then separated as a family, then fought against vach
ather in the courta sod lost sll their wealth in litigation. ‘Phore was
one great snit which Insted frow 1821 i1l shout 1850, and which §o its
courts (30 I am told) went to Burope four times in nppeal. By it an
ogugted  member of the family, Babdyansth by vame, saed for and

obtoined posossion of his share. Thon o Mr. Mockintosh, who had
pdvianeed large funds to the Tal Chandhvies with whisly to éarry on this
litigation, obtained s large deeres pgainst them mnd proceeded to sell
up their property in setisfaction of if,  Then a four-anny share in Sitor
lisd been pledged ss scourity to Government, and by this means
subsequently boonme lost to the Pl Chandliry family.

U6, The result of ill these suits, und of the executions of doooes,
and compromising, was that Mr. Hn.r]iintmh bocntun possessor of half of
m!mmn the other ]'.l_f pumhneo—&ﬁols Bii1-B2, Tha' twi Mm
are sposifloally separaled, thut is, separebgvi belong to ench,

27, Mr Muckintosh wold his half n‘a‘m ur two sinoo to Giobind
Bhahn, o merchant of Dulur, in Furreedpoor, who seers fo le estyblishe
ing ol present a zemindor family such as the.Pal Chaydhirios otice Worv.
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98, Thakar Dass Gusain, who still possesses his share, is's msmber
The Gonsiua of $erus,  OF ths Serampore family of Goening, Thin family
pirn. - lived at first by the practice of their profession
(religion), fill Ramnarsyn Gosain, Thakur Dass’s grandfather, Abandoned
the ways of his fathers mnd gave himsell up to commerve,  Ho made
miueh monoy by trading with the Danish merchants ot Serampors, and
purchased varions semindaris o Burdwan, Pumes, and Midnapore.
His son Kamallochun, who sequired money by serving Government as &
commissariat agent, purohased farther lands in Hooghly, And Thakur
Dase, gin of Kemallochnn, mode money in the same way, and with it
purchased Shtor when the Tl Chandhries got into diffioulties and wers
obliged to part with their estotes. Mubsmmadpur is the site of his
eutchurry.

o9, OF the Pal Chuudhries, Brigopal, son of Nileamul, son of
Saumbhu, brother of Krishnnehandra, i the only:
pne who by good munagenumt saved himself from
the ruin that overtook the other branclies of his fuwily, and he is
mow adiding fo his zemindaris and hus regained the position of a lnxge
somindnr, His estates are principally in the Bansghat smd Bongong
sub=divisions of Nuddes, and they just enter Jessoro on its western
boundary, N

40, Taraf Nohatts is 8 considerabls estuto within Magurah, and
AnamddbundClaadiry 117 propriotor - is Annudohandrs Chaudbry of
sl Bugehar, Bagdwe, olose to Jessors. His fimily comes
originally from Buniwan, whence a hundred years ago his grandfatlies,
Kibal Tam, migrated to Jessoro. He wns & merchant, and in that
enpacits o and his sons acquired wealth and purohased somo lands in
Isafpur and Insdpur, two pergunnalis neay Jessore, Anaudchandra,
the grincipal member of the family, is the younger son of thauprnsad,
fhe youtgest son of Kibul Ram. He served na trousurer to the iy
of Jedsore for six years, and ds the treasurer’s function was to lend the
s money, he pbtained sume wealth i this way, and moms by lis
owi commoroial dealings which he carried on at the same time.  Afler
that, from 1847 to 1865, ho was trensurer of the Jessore collostamte—a
position which, thon st least, gave oonsidernble prominones, and brought
considernhlo husiness, to & merchant.  The treasurer of the eollestorals.
14 the man to whom needy zomindars naturally apply when they have
uo money to muot the Government domand, aml their uocessity being
vory urgent, the trensurer ean mak his own torma

*Brigipal 1l Climwilizr,
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3L Anandchandm therofors, by his commercial and money-
lending dealings, has beoume s wealthy man, aud has sequired from
timo to time varons landed estates. Tarsf Nobatts wan purchused by
him i 1844, and ho owns also some lands in EBufpor pergunmnd. Tieaf

Nolintts is given in patnf to Mr. Sevi, of Nohutta fuolory. |

42, The sonth-west part of Magumh sab-division tomes within
the pergunnah Teafpur, mentioned under the sudder sub-division. The
lands wre divided smong many persons, the Nuupatn Baboos being

the most promiuent, and Alangmohun Deb Ray, of Chandrs,.
betng also a leading proprietor.

a8, Naval sub-division—The northiem balf of Naml sab-division
is pergunnsgh Naldi, which runs a good way inle

: Magumh also, and this pergunnah (spurt from
smaller estates and “khariji" or sepnrated talugs senttered thveugh it)
: _ btlongs to the Pnikpara fumily, whose muestor,
The Pallpert B=03 Prankrishna Singh,, purchased it abant 1798, wt
the disruption of the Nattore estates,

J 84 Pronkrishne Singh came of a family whioh hnd for soms
time boen eminent in the politios of Bengal, ita founder being one
Harkrishna Bingh, who acquired great wealth under tho Mahomedan
government.  This man's grandson Bebari had two sons, Tadlngabind
aud Gangogibind. The formor wus o high revenue offieer umder
Alivardi Khan snd Suraj-ud-faula, nawabs of Bengul, and when the
British undertook the management of the revenues, bo rendersd gront
servioe by putting at their disposal the necessary settlommmt and eolléo-
tion papers, for which ke wos rownrded by o grant of & “sayar mahal,”
or right of eollecting ovtroi, in Hooghly. Tl family still deaw Tis, 3,608
per puuum from Hooghly, the compensation given them for this yESUImp-
ifion of this sayar in 178, A

85, Uangngobinid, the other brothar, held high eraploymont under
Warron Hastings; but as e spent sll his wealth in charity (spending,
for exampls, twenty lakhs on his mother's shirndh) ho loft bis fomily desti-
tute, nnd bequonthed his son Prankrishna to his brothay Radhagohind.

86. Trankrislna was spporently the aoquirer of the smindaris,
which, ndded to by subssquent members of the family, extend now into
guore than half the districts of B!'ﬂﬂ:ll In Jemsore; Immum they luve
hardiy mnything else besides thoir Naldi estutes

© 0% Prankrishas’s son was Krishnaehagdes Singl, who is bettor

known. ns Lalla Baboo, e beoame s rﬂl‘igimu Filﬂ'l'[ﬂl anil took up

Sulih
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His residence in the north-west, where his, immense libemlity renidered
him famaons, At Brindaban lie built o temyle of Rajputana marble,
"and hewas involved in some political complisations in Rajputans whon
i went thare to purchase the marble. There is a lorge tank in the
Muttrs district, called “Radha Kunda,” und this tank wos by Lalla
Baboo faced on all sides with steps.

88, His widow, Rani Khatyany, who is sfill alive, has sigralized
hersall alsa by yarions sots of liberality. _

99, Talln Baboo's s was Srinarsyn, and Pratapehinndrs Singh
wos Srinaryn’s eon.  He diod albout 1866, and lis large estates camo
aider the court of wands. Thoy lia ehiefly in the districts of the
Burdwan division, and in Nosecolly. X

40, The Naldi pergununh, their proparty in Jessore, used to have
its hoad-quorters in Mohammadpur; but when that place was plague-
siricken and deserted, the pergunuah cutoherry was removed o
Lakshimipasst. The lands are partly direotly monaged and partly
‘given in Irntm. the. patnidars being the Nanparm Daboos, the Naml
Babooa (both branches), Mr. Savi, and others. bt

41, Within the Nuldi pergununh there is a peoulianfy of tanire,

Mikirad) Wauvia fn 30 tlie existencs of many large muknrrari tenuves,
N, A gooil dedl of the history of these will be found
it & previous chapter sbout the Bhusnn gemindari, for the tenure wos
ona which existed from befure the permanent sottlemont.

42, One finds in slmost every part of Jessire that the lowest
cluss of tanant eliming ao interest in the soil is the ryot who holda
s “jumma” and sotually oultivates tho soil himself, or gives it out in
part to n man, halElnborer kall-ryot, who onltivates with lus own hand
sam littlo pioce of ground, but never claims to have any right in the
land he cultivates, Immedintely above this jumta-liolder thers is
another class of ryot whoas bolding extends over a village or tmlf .
village, who never enltivates with his own hand, but sometimes luss
figlds under oultivation by khia servants. This class is, in: Naral aml’
Magurah, ecallod “jotdar,” and in the west of the district is called
v guntidir,'” and (ieir tenures are, whatever the law may say, understood
by the people themselves to T fzod.

43, Theso jotdure, or mukarmaridars as they are called from the flxed
antnre of their tenures, ar sproad in great numbers over all Nalii;
Thuy are for the mast purt yery well off, the rent they pay heing small
in comparizon with what they realize, and the remindars find them
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i most rofrnctory seb.  They hayve subetancs enongh to rsist, and ey
desline paying their ronts as long as they em possibly hold them hack.
44, These tenures are; I think it probuble, founded upon rights
asquired or granted at the tine of the seelamation of the land—not
nesesuarily its original reclamation, which muy be very sndient, but the
extonsion of enltivation which = of more modern date. This is an
opinion which arises from the porusal of the deseriptions of tle fesurs
in the Blhusne records of 1798, At that time the lands of eash
“jot” were uppamntly seattered hero and there, and were fur from
compaet, and ench jot contsined apparently lande that were being
roalnimed, orhad bovn roolsfined, by the jotdar { for Naldi and Telihati
especially were lnr from completaly reelaimed af the ond of last eontury.
4b.  To the ganti terrares of the west of the disteiot T Liave sseribed
s difforent otigin, roganding the arrangement rather as one made by the
gomindive for the colleotion of his mnts.  But the gautidir there also
had mueh & do in the way of promoting cultivetion and settling land,
46, Within the geographioal boundaries of perganmah Naldl are
theso threo estutes :—
Tamf Naml, hell by the Naral Dabous, eldaer hrunoh,
Tarnfs Khalis and Gobm, hold by the younger braueh, Guru
Dinss Ray.

17. Both branches of the Naral fsmily have many patnie, and
farmus, and jummna, and gardens, and all sorts of tenures, fo various
plaes within the Nural sub-division ; in fuot, they are vary ofien 'the
Tyots of their own ryots. '

48 Pergunnnh Mokimpur 36w lorge somsinded e the ot of

Naral mabe-division, and extending also novoss the
N e, river into Furreodpoor distriot.  Tts Hend-qumetars
are.at (Chandpur, a small place (e miles sontl-cnst of Ladshmiposss,
P 40, Of the family who sl jussent possess Mokimpur, the fime
: mombir was Prit Ram; who, with his brother Ram
Thissory of |ba wnvgured bm Dhan, noquired weslh By trade ani bunght the
wmindari whon it was wald up, or shiortly after it wne sold up, ns pu-j.
of the Natfors estate.  OFf their nequisition of it o have reeuived tho
fullowing stovy, for the truth of which, howsvar, T eannot yowsh.

60, In olden days, whon the Fasi Tnlia Company wim groat
morchants, they had au extensive doth gedown in Unleutts; which was
i thoe dhnrge of two sirears—Sibirnm Banyal and Dulal Siroanr. Mha
godown waa one time burnt down, and the Governmeni affisiale whis
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examined the bursnt oloth condemned it and ordered it 10 be sold to the
Tiighest hiddor. Tha sironrs alone bade, and they got it for Ra 16,000,
When they oxme o pell it, they found thut beneath a surfics of burnt
gmuh thore was much very good cloth, snd they realized baven or cight
laklis of rupaes by the sale,

A1, With Lis shars of thi prooteds Sibram purchased one of two
 pergunnabs of the Nattors raj, then being sold—Nusilshahi, Mohim-
shohi, and Mokimpore, The latter, howaver, wns n losing reminduri.
Tho inundations at tlat time happened to be axceedingly great, as
indeed we Bave found thut they wars, and in the wholo pergunnah there
was only ono holding or jote which could pay ite way, and that was
Prit Ram’s hatding of Tts. 1,000, Sibram Sanyal, therefies, sesing no
hope of mesting the Government revenue of Iis 10,000, wid the
pergunnah to Prit Ram for e 19,000, which was to bo puid i nnnual
instalments of Ra. 1,000 ench,

#2.  Prit am had a great trnde with Caloatta; he nsed to sxport
fliither lurge quantitive of reads, bamboos, wood, and fish—the produce
of the muarshy rogion about him, snd from the proceeds of this trade he
met for n year or two the Goverumemt Jdemands.

53 Just ot Uhat time the great river openod out, the inundations
derensed, snd immense quantities of silt brought by the river began
to moite the land.  The porgunnaly became more snd more fertils, and
tho estate became n valunhle one.

54. Prit Ram wias sucooedsd by Lis eon Tajohandrs; and ha by
hin widow Basmani Dasd, commonly known ss Runi Rasmani. She
dind ‘a fow yours sines, and the zeminderd is now held by Padmamani *
Do and Jagadamba Dasi, donghters of Rasmani, whose interest,
however, only lnsts for their lives, The fouily possess Inrge estates in
Rungpors ilah, and also iy the 24-Pergunnahs, and they are known,
from the place of their msidanocs, a8 tho Joan Bazar semindars: ¥

55. Prit Ram and Rajochandrs, both of them built several houses.
in the English quarter of Cnloutts, which their deecondants utill ownl
Runi Rasmani built and endowed nt great expense a temple salléd the
% Navaratna® (nino jowols), which is a milo or two north of Caleutta.

5. A sl semindar family in the west of Naral should be
mentioned, the Dosus of Shridlmrpur, two brothors:
They tre a family of recent origin, 5o far as their
present zemindoari goes. Thoy made monay hy commercial dunlings,
and Tuliwar Poss, ons of the two brothers (Panchanan being the name of

2

v of Striiharpr.
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the eldest) wes treasurer in the collestorate befors 1347, They have s
little seminduri noar Bhridharpur, and also in Backerganj, Their
‘house ot Bhridbarpur and its grounds ure vemarknbly wicely kept, and
they huve established thero & schoul and o dispensary, both very sucosss-
lal, nud have also at some outlay made s good road to Bhidlinrpur
Arom the banks of the Bhaimb opposite Nanparn,
o 67, Fhufnasul=divsion.—In the Khulna sub-division wo hoore fivst
in that part of it which lies north of Khnlna and on the west of the
: Bhairab, the lands of Khalispir and Mahoshwar-
Khatipr passa, which belong for the most port to the Trust
Estate, sl are given out partly in farm, partly in patni. The great
bhils of Dacatin anil Pabla which lio here helong to this estate.
O8.  On the other side the river we have the peguansh Bélphulia
This pergunnah is mentionsd in 1700 us having
My been soldl up in bits, and huving boen repeatodly
mile-divided ; Lut the yarious its seem to have been gathured uyp again,
fir, pmitting those sasttored estates which one everywhore finids, the balk
of it is pessessed by the fumily of Datt Chaudbry; living in Caloutta,
whonre also possessors of Sultunpuir, by the Prassd Rays whe have many
lagds slso in Hopla, and by the Ramnagar Beboos, These thees sets
of ammindars call {homsalves possessors respectively of six aumes, six
annas, and four annns shnres ; theso shares being spocifically divided.
0. Down the eost bank of the Passar river lies {he porpunush of
o Hogls, which derives its name from the great resd
' ealld “ hogle” which grows smoug the Sundar-
bian vivers. Of this pergunnah eight annas share is possessed Ly this
fumily of Prasad Rays just mentioned. They sie the same findly who
held it about the time of the permmnent sottlement, but T momot say
whather they bad then s lerger share in it or uot.  Differont bronohes -
of Al family wero then perpetually fighting about their shares; volusing
toouocepl-sebtloments, ond so forth. OF the family there are at prosent
two branehes, ensh lolding four anmes of the pergunnab, anil fhe three
yople who represent them all hold their landy in the names of thelr
mothors. The family s o non-resident omo, and el seminder
eutolerry in ot Mansha, on the Blairab,
60. The Ramungnr Duboos next have four nnnas shire, which

Tho Niassagre Ghom, O848 OF litidls quito distinot frora the eomatuing
ahnres. Thin family, balonging st fiest fo Burdwas,
whore they have some sery small peoparty, came to th districh ahédid
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the time of the permanmt settloment, when Krishoa Dulal Ghoso was
dewan of the collestorate.  In fhis position he aoquired sufficient money
whetewith {0 purchase pome zemindaris, and his son Radhsmohun
mads great miditions to the landed wtatos of the fammily. He loft
five sone und they or their heirs now hold tho semindari. Dosides
four annes ehare in Hogla, and four annns i Belphulin, ax just noticed,
they lmye some considarmble tennres in the Jessore sub-division, and
in the part of Naml which is neureet Jossore, Their ohisf zemindan
outcherry is ot Munshe, but their estates are ot presont under the
collector’s munagement.

6l. Hogls, the remaining four annas share, ulso hield separntoly,
belongs to the Rainey family, who live at Khulaa, Mr. Rainey; their
{ather, acquired it with the primary ohject, T'helieve, of indigo planting.
He then lived ol Nilialpur, four miles east of Khulon, bot that house
i5 now in yuins,

62, Bahos is another large pergunnah in Khulos, snd it is the

e AN cetata of the mjn of Clianthrs, na mentioned

in tho history of his I’1|:m]y The Trust Estate
linve also o large estate in Sobna, which is within the geogmphical
Limits of Sahos.
6. Whe extreme wes) of the sub-division is Ramehandrpar on
Bamdgodsapnr  xaq 8 north, and Mallsi on the south, They both
Mallad. aniginally helonged to the mja’s estales, but ware,
a5 nlroady narrated, sold up at the time of the permenent settioment.
Ramchandeapur is now possessed by o funily ealled the Taki family, -
of whom 1 kuow littt elss than their namo aod residence, Taki baing
within tho 24-Fergunnahs, not far from Basithat.  Mallai is held by
- anothor 24-Perguunab fumily, the Chaudliries of
Fusilimtladlie: g tkhira, who havo large estatos all over the
Salkhizs sub-divison of the 24-Pergunnulis
4. This family comes from Bishnemm Ray, who was n sorvant
of the ruja Krishnschaudra Hay of Krishnenagnr, When the Nuddes
estotes wers solld up, as many of them were, this Bishuaram prrchased
the pergunnali Busen (24-Pergunmahs), and from that perguanab, in the
tonds of Bishnaram, sud of his son Praonath Roy Uhaudhry, the
gemindari extended. Pramnath is at presemt the head of the family,
# vory old man and blind.
03, The zemindari of Mallai has been in the courta like most
of the others, and was the subject of » long prolonged suit botwoen the
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mja of Jesaoow anid the Ohaudhriss of Satkhir. The lnttar oventaaily
won the cuse, and thoy have bewn i possossion over elnee 1848,

06, Dpsidos e family properties, the separite members of tho
family own several lands in the same part of the country. Umansth
Chaudliry, fur examyle, owns the zemindari of Chandkhali.

§7. Baghahat sub~division—Of the Baghalt sub-division, thu
e northern part, the triangls intercepted bedween the
pRRARERT Atherabanks, the Madhomati, and the Bhuirab, is
tlie porgunuah of Btﬂt.u.npur—!ﬂmmnn, whioli extends also into Furreed-
ooe districk, The propritors ave the Datt family living in Caloutta.
Thuy aro the descondants of that Kasinath Datl who, as stated in n
provions place, acquired the zemindari by a sort of grant from the
Board of Revenue mide in their onrly days of land management, The
yeveune fixad upon the estate at the time of the permanent settlement
was vory small, and the zemindars were easily able to pull theough
the erisis thet sucoeeded it.

08, Three brandies of the fumily hald the pergunnal in equal
shares, whicls they have partitioned among themsslves, Thoy e
Nmsingha Datt, who recently sucoonded his fathor Brsheshwar, Anund-
chandrs Mitirs, smd Kuolipraspd Datte Their zemindan -outchorries
are ut Mulghar, oppisite Minha

~ 60, The pergnonah of Chiralis, which is on the south side
of the Bhairh, and is mized np with Hogla
porgunnah, is the property of the Gobradasga
family, who wro mentionsd in connootion with dibi Arpara in the
sudder sul-divison, The zemindird outdherry s ab Jatzapur, on {he
Blinirab, Thia property wns parchased in [813 of Rajs Gopimohun
Db, the futher of Raja Hadhakanth Db, nnd ho got it, aa T think,
by purchasing it of Govermment. At the time of the permanent
ettloment, oud for somu time after, the pergumnab west s-begying,
No ovner could be found, and it was matnged “khos”  Aftar somo
time the Government sold it, pa no person eppoared to have wiy
good elaim to it

70, The Gobradangs zamindars hold a patni also of the porgunmal

Rangdia, which lise not far from Jatrapur, nnd
w the property of the heirs of thut Dulal Bivear
who s mentionod in sonneotion with the Mokimpur samindes, This
Dulal was o great miver, and le hosrded uwp the wealth he had
noeumulntod, restrioting his expenditure to eight annas a day, " Wiien e

Chbralia.



TUETRICT OF 1 ESEE: 197

died liin sone, who inherited his wealth, bought with part of it thia
pergutinah of Bangdin,

7L The castern tmrlnfﬂaghnhnt,mdﬂmmljmipmtd’
Backerganj distriet, is the pergunneh Belimabad,
Of this porgumnsh tho southern part has leon
filelied awny from ihe Sundarbans, the Selimabad zemindurs having
hrought many of the lunds under enltivation and attadliad Huom to theie
pergunnnh befors Governmant became alive to its proprietary claims over
{he Sundarkan Iinds.  One part, indeod, wos resuméd by Government,
nnnely, the trinngular space opposite Morroliganj, whick is callod % The-
Tour Muuzns,” and was settlod with the Glicsal family,

72, Of Belimabad pergunnah the chief proprietors are the Ghosal
family (Iajn Satynnand Ghosal] sl tho b
family, The former resides in Ualoutta thie
lattor in Dackerganj district. The Deb family appear to Liavu Toon this
urilint possessors of Selimabad, and the Grhosal family hove alss beld
propesty in it for & very long time. The Ghosals nequired distinotion
through one of their ancestors, who was right-hand man to My, Viagulat,
ano of the administrators of the East India Compuuy about the middie
of lnst century. 1 lisve heard, T know mot with what truth, that n
provious ancestor held o high position at the court of the unwab of
Daoea, sud got. half of Selimabad from {he Deb family us o il to
fuiduge Lim to guin ot the nawab's Lands n favorable hearing for the Deb
fsmily, who had got into diffioulties throngh withholding their ronts
1 canmot gay if this is anything but & mée fale,

73. In tho years suoceeding the pormanent settlomont Selimabad
did wob vegularly disoliarge its rents, and it began to be sold up
pinpethonl, us the custom of the time then wis. This provess ereated
within its limits » monber of soparate estates, and there are many
gcly estates, smallor or larger, seattered all over it, which have been
firther divided by inheritonco nod partitim.  The chief of tha pos-
sesnory of these extraneous estales is Baboo Mohimachiandrs, Itay, of
Bongram or Bangaon, in Selimabad.

7L A very ancient family, which clsim descent by o female
brarich from Itajn Pratapaditya, are the Rays of
: Karmparn near Baghnhat, the head of whom is
Mohimachandra Ray (uot the same as the above Mohimachandrm).
Thoy hisve stme gemindari in the porgunnah Khalifatabad which inclules
thie land lying near Baghahot,

Bellmabal.

T Ciislal fermilly.

Earapsra fasily.
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A A= Sundarban talugs ; some of thess have, hawerer,

- been wifficiontly long under. eultivation to hava
put off the sppearnnoe of recontly rodlaimed lands, but they hsve mostly
boen aequived sulsequently t6 the pormanent sotilemant.

76, Wo do uot find in Daghaliat, among tho ryots of those
: lsuds whoss reclamation i comparatively recant,
o e the same tenures which prevail in plaves farther
north. Thero ave not hore the ganti and job tenures which we find in
the west of the distriet und in pergunnah Noldi, but an enfirely new
weries.of tenures going by difforent namos.  Patud tenures and firma are
almost unknown, as the zemindar does not ordinarily trensfer il his
rights to others, constituting himself 8 moere rent charge, but, on the
ollitr hund, he manages his lands himself. Tn the south of the distriot,
in fuot, it is the ryols, and not tho zemindars, who take to areating
tonaros.  The lighest tenure is called talug, the falugdar holding wid
paying rent for o village, or half & village, somotimes cultivating
himsalf, samotimos not.  The talugdar correspands with the gantidne
of the older traots, whore the word taluqdar hes o totally difforant
application, and refors, not to the ryst seriss but to the landholder
peries of femures, The llugdars rent is looked upon @8 fixed
rout. Under him comes the “hawaladar,” who carresponds with Uy
jumma-holder farther north, nud whose rent is ales regurded us fizad;
Tho hiwala tenure nisy be created by the zemimlar, if L hos nod
alroady emated a talugdar, add in this cese o talugdar sabsequantly
oreated will take position botween the hawolsdar anil the zemindar.
The right of o talugdar, however, includes that of orvating  huperalas
within his own tenure, and the hawalndas again may erente o subiondi-
sunle tonire called nin-luwals, snd may subssquently ceeato pn nsathe
hawnld, intermediste botwoen himeelf and the nim-howalufar, Ta
thesa subordinato tenures the tenauts are almost always of the iz
ryot eluss, and engage personully in agriculture. They s always
regarded as having rights of occupaney, but if they ngain lot fheir
londs, thoss who cultivate under them, who are ealled  phurelia”
ryots, hnve no such rights, and regnrd themsslves gs only holding:
the land for the time.

77, Thess tenares have their origin, T luve no doubt, in rights
foundsd upon original melamation. A ryot who gots s small piece of
land to clear always regards himsolf oz having o sort of propeesty in it,—
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an * abadkar swatwa” or * reclamation right.”  As roclamations extend,
le bagins to sub-lot to other ryots, and we have o “ nwaladar' with his
subsrdinate hawnladars in s fow yoars.

78. The talugiars above described are those who, ia the perguniali
_ lands, come betweon the semindsr mmd the ryot

G (ayTies- proper or hawaladar. In Sundurban grants the
word las snother meaning, for the Sundarban grants are themeslves
enlled tubugs, wnd their possassors are talugdars. Amumg these talug-
dars wo find, as wo wonld naturally expect, several persons halding
donsiderablo zomindaris in Jessore, or Backerganj, or the 24-Pergununhs,
but s great number of them appear to belong to the eamfortubly
cironmstunoed  olass of people residing immedintely north of the
Sandarbans.  Miny people there, who derive n compotence either from

a teguee in land or from commeres, linve nlso some taluq in the
'Bund.nrhm's. und they form for the most parl successful reclaimers,
They hinvo just enough money. to enable them to earry on Sundarban
yednmution with sucooss; and they are not rich enough to lepve overy-
thing in the hands of agents, and by forgetting their diroot interost,
relax their enterprize; many of them also lisve ryots of their own in their
older eottled lands; and can use them for their newer linds. Tt iz fo
the class to which thess men Lelong that the greater part of the
ugriouttueal fuprovemont and extension sines the permanent settlement
{s owing; nnd the advantage of having men of this cluss as Sundarban
falngilars was strikingly shewn in 1869. The ryots lost vory much
indewl by the oyclones of that year, and the loss would have beer
gafficiont to pamlyze the wholo roclamation scheme but (hat these
tuligdurs, immedistely conuccted as they are with the grants, at ones
amy forward to give their ryots the necessary assistanos, drawing only
upan the Yittle surplus of money they had st their homed, Larges
zeminilars requim to huve theso mattors bronght home to fhem, aod
even thon expeel thoir ryots to settlo matters themselves ; these mmnfler
men it onee sppreciate the wholo s, aid eop into the gap.

79. Of Bundarban talugdaes, the ehief aro the Morrells of Marrell-
ganj, who have established 4 lorge sl wealthy
gomindari on what tlirty yoars ago wae o marshy
forvst. Their story, if T wore at liberty totell it, would efford nn
example of indomitshils and pationt energy such us s rarely fomd in
the annals of entorprize; and their example and suceess, by encouraging
others to engage in Sundarban reclumntion, have done mare towards tie

Thiee WMimree [l smsaboe.
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emation; of ihé jgreat viés provines which 4 fhere apringing gy than

#0. Their zemindari, which s a model of good manngement,

‘extends inwards, westward, anl soufh-woestward from Morrallganj, and
{ies also on both sides of the Daleshwur river bolow Morrellganj.

Sors Essarorve van Himrory or von Savrans Fauuar,

T fowidee of ihis Gmily was Harkllh Dby, who fa dhe ifms of the Fiindoo Kitgs (s pK
yrury wimes) dwelt ot Mumagachlo, aer Saptagram (v Eatgem), an spamd olibrated cliy b
Hleoghly. Taraudar Db, tho sighth In desessib from b, bl o bigh post wnder Ui Mabisisiday
wveryigme, sl From thams roockond tlor tido of “kima ™ Fron ta Bilin Keyasils b gomrinnd the
peeslilem of * grshiipatt (Lond. of & dan), an beoue witich has desrnded G hik pealutiny, whies
e reprmsutatovy b o fuasily of wivih e boin Hays Gadbakant Dol was the hewl,

&) Beventh In diseent from Purendur sm Hae lno Claidie Klon wis wes o fororite of
vy grent Hajn Mau Singh, sod hwlid fogh post under hie Tl soquired, probulily by s st of

from Mas Bingh, G smindee of Mubsunnndabed, fn %udles, and etahlbsbid thi e ol

Towily wr Bidrs Hasar, fou: wilvs oorib of Twsore.  There are ono or twe 1auks Mhem (om s
wers lisgre Nank), mosd tews wrn U ptmn e of moobenl WillFngs | thise aes witelbube) o thy Lids
‘Warmehinndra by bis presunt desenldimia) the people al Birs Dazer bnmerery litdle sl tem.

T When foesnsbnbes dind b Jefl o nfour som Ut Ui Mubosselan 6 erormmreml, m e
it on ol confisetinl all The sstilon il beataws] ilem on othors. T prandem, Lowores,
sl Nammyn flay, appesse b0 bave Ledd sose setnimdart 88 benat, for o0 B him ) tho howd of &
aadly, W» pomored Uhe sest of Ue fonily 1o Bodlkbane, shoak bwelve miles sl
Thore aoe ud Delliklna the remaing of o dlieh and remg, the ¥ gaeh™ s S Bimgudle snll i, of
i anakent, srpiaiadar’s omes, anl Frobdlily Ve Neruse is vhial of Kas] Narars Tlay.

4 O Keml Narape's sen, ote toamed Bajy Emngplis Narin Ray ahtudan) g, op ihe
whiide, of Al Maoiily velubow, medl penoved (o Gangananilpur, b Nedde T s Botesdpss
“n-l-ﬂnltlfﬂﬂ-lh}llfﬂﬂh who i b sl it b of liis sassiew, shoal T30 0.0
e wm wrwccenslul o Wbleieing rodiess Bi the sonrt of Meotslerlabal, ed priies) e
Tianpara, obess o Jneorr, povsssd of wily s fow tatmpe wmd Tublies] Donde  From Balomshesr
e Kibibant Yoy bs four penerrtions, and Kallkant flay disd ahiwl Apsil 1970

& Thia history of thin fssily dewezyes fustbur wlisidanion |ty apgicse &8 bo ime of Alinse
Petssslllies whin, i) Uy thime of th large esmindars, g (he stall sendnbards, dmgle prrpEm-
 teshey - gihilar satpiosamid wore el moprey 1 their lirger anil moes winlihy ‘ueighbhars,
#s w8 bave ass b the bistory of tie e of Uleockes.,  They siv nowbers prominont ta dhe
Bty of dl iEatrdin, -mj in ita reoomds T Gl me mention of Bum. Thedr grelead liksbrn s,
1 oo trillaid g I0Esk, emmptblng guive spert feoms thelr malerm Yestary, el iy wrw may fnmannes
wlizrr oni of the semindar fawilion of modian doys lappess Lo be aled & sepreutanioe of o Bissiily
MH'—ﬂuﬂiﬂ illes tme -

8 Tls rafa ol Jessore, B his meesunl of Gis livdcey, smniies (s (e Nappmes family
awn tlwirprosey penthm bn ther omesesion with bis hame, Ralibant 1y ohle b hars Ttving
bttty mzihn wpoa bibs ewiston,  This & perfiviiy pesslizy for, s Uhair etie Ty b epe—]
o peisy e, niwl peinl sad larsinl temmres, it e cnluatisily of moslorw: apyulifiing,
witll L, | wemtinity of libshary o4 may rate, cutindy spirsis trm wbet (hely family gy
iy vy prowmed. Thubi: lande are soxtienad i various” parsy of Tanfpar perguitnaly, nnd they.
Bain i geoied bt bis the omriheen st of Uaad pergunnah, fram Khijurs up 0 St i, Lty
e wuall lmnaly wesr demorey wad s newr Bdrs Maoer. Thesiv: peimeipad setatvy srs, himniy,
punl bemszes wlihin Nobll pergrosali,. Kalilamt Ry was oalb of Sl peeemmnly, and wiis b
vhap poaniion shizined mumEy padinis wvibin thews Dale. AT thuinn Tanids wenhl forvn a mvapyetahie
pmintimilert fu U dpgrigate, wore §E sk that e family 850 deeply i delot thay they wxn mreily
aall Yl Tamsia thur owm, : N

7. Matiluiin ftay, in b sersiod of Ul Geoill§, menboos™Uhet there catsts s Azgmanipnr
# tmnyde kil by Ustesdoeur, his snootar, beaing s useripsion wilh the duie 1768 &),
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XL.—The Neval Fawnily.

Tie family of Naml deserve the leading place in o lListory of the
now gomindurs of Jessore: Both branches of it huve given me an
wediint of feie fauily, aud besides that it i yory fally detailed fn
High Conrt ense (22nd July 1881). Thureare ulzo some notices of one
of ity sunastors in the recorils of the eallectornta. :
2. They derive their descont from a family benring the name of
r Datt, who ware descended from the Parsshuttam
il Dt of the story of king Adisura, nnd who at the
th boginning of last century dwelt at Bali, naar Hownh, The Mahmai-
fas ut that time were disturbing the conniry by inronds, and the Thatts
yetired to o more distant place, n village Chaura near Moorshedabad.
M'he same resson induced them to retire still farther, and Miduugopal
Dutt bringivg hin faumily with him settled at Naml
3. Madangopal, while living at Uhaurs, had heen in the service of
Salppal mitlis af ihe nswab of Dingal, aud had by that moans
Razal aceumulated  suflicient  wealth whorewith to
sstalilish u merelinnt’s businoss. Fa lived principally hy merrlandise,
and prescssall uo land exopt pwalve higgue, which ho nequired for the
purposs of building a residonce for himsll Io the High Court
decision it s stated that both beanches of the family admitied that he
wie i pursons in indigent ciroumstances, so that it is posaibls that his
mereantile wunlth may be sn embollishment of a Inter ago.
4 Madangopal had s son Ramgobind, who hidd a son nnmed
. Tuprum, besides annther son who died childless
NP S Thilu Rupram Datk begame vkil or ugunt at the
court of thie nawab for the mja f Nattore, who was theo one of the
pemindars of Bungal Dy this moans ho neguired o certain
‘ainonnt ‘of wealth, and ke also pbiained from the Nattore rujan leass
of some lutids st Nural, for which ho poid e 148. Thess upparantly
inoluded thy lands upon which the family residence, then n sutficiontly
unpratending building, wius erectad, Thie Isiso is duted 1195 (1701],
wnid Tapmm wppears to have lived up till about 1200 (1802), when hy
died leaving two sous, Kalisankar and Ranmidhi.
s2u
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6. Tho history of Knlisnokar is the history of the family. The

foundstion of its wealth wos Tnid by lim; when

i he hegan lifo the funily held ouly & fow bunideed

liggns of lond near Nurul, sad when he disd he left property whose
vevenue wus measured by likhs of rapees.

0, Kalisankar was g muan of wonderful energy and ability in
business, gud—my regand for trith sompels me to sy it—his wae perficly
unseropulous.  Introduced, probably by his futher, intothe servics of the
rji of Nuttare, hie boowms dewna to that raja, who was then the ownaer,
if tradition speaks true, of fifty—six Jukhs of rupess semindari.  Kolisaokir
aftorwards becamn farmer under the wmjs of Nattore of his semindari
of Bhusna, Tho aja probably placed this somindari in his ohatge ot
the guly possibilo way of muking anything ont of it; and certainly if any
mmuhlhnmmuluiulmmgmumlm thul man was Kalisankne

-

. Kalisankar had alroady bogon to amass wealth snd to purchass
J estates, aml if we are to acoept the neonut of it
Adguisan of U hioh the High Court's decision gives; and whish
is in part hased upon the declaratioys of his descondants, the procoss
by which he sequired his wealtl was simply this, thit he nbused lis
position of dewnn to trunsfer part of ke mostor's wealth into his
own pockets. It was during his management that the Nattore rajn's
estates bogan to defsult and to be sdld up for urrears of rovenue: 1 do
not go #o far us to say thet their defanlt was wilfully Lroaght sbout by
Balisonksr in onder to gnin bis own ends, The default T have
trueed o other eauses, but still it might have been possible—nay casy—
for Kalisanknr by goold management 1o have stuved ol the “j]_ timii.
1t in corlainly the case; nud it does not look well for Ku.];nnk,u thst
u very short time after the permnnent settlomont the cetates u[Tuﬁﬂ,h,
Binsdpur, Rupapat, Khalia, nud Pokhiuni, wore sold up, aud were
Bought in by Kalisankar in the nsmes of obasoure individuals who were
his dependante,  Acoording to the decision in the cass refersed to, the
gnly money which Kalissukar could have used in buying these estales
wae that which by unjust stowsmdship bo had aoquired.  These estates
were 4ll large estates, and there wore appurently some smiallr oney ulso
sold up and similarly bought by Kalisanlar.

8.  These wequisitions were made in 1795 and 1794, and it was
about that timo that Kalisankar got inte trouble with respost to his
furm of Bhuosna. The various proceedings of Kalisankar and of ‘ihe
collestor with respect to this farm have been alrewdy detalled (chapter
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XXII), The otllector then, nnd the purrent repart now, wonld make out
that Kalisanksr collscted his vents duly from hia ryots, bu willully
and fraudolently kopt thom back from the eallestor who then mannged
o estate. T have proviousty stated the ressons I have for balieving
that Kalisankar, Lowever guilty in other respeets, did mot entiroly
dostryo the hard language which the eollsotor constantly applied to lim,
in the helief that he only thirouglh sheer dishonesty kept back the rents
of his form. He might, of course, have paid thens from his other
property, but in Bhusna itzoll be could got hardly anything from the
ryots, and it was for this reason that he failed to pay his own rouk.

9. After much suing and disputing, Kalisankar finally wea in
1800 jmprisoned os a defanlter, and he remained in jail for four yours,
His ‘property was all benmmi, part of it notoriousiy his own bub
standing in the name of his son Ramonrayn.  Whethor it was thit he
was ditormingd to foree a compromiss upon thie sourt of wanls, af whoaa
miit L was imprisonnd, or whether it was that ho hesitated to s
snything to assert right of property over the Jands, which he wonld thus
mnke olear £hat he had aoqiired only by unjust stewnrdship, ho rofused
for fonr yetrs to do anything townrds paying his doht, and remasined m
juil, constantly urging lis insolveney and praying for rolease. Hoe wns,
finally rolonséd on n compromise, whiell remitted a small part of his debt.

10. Kulisankar had two sons, Ramnarayn and Jaynarayn, and

Eilnber om0 from the period when Kalisankar wus releasod from
Brerturs. jail up till 1820 these three lived aa one family at
Naral. Thelanded estatos already possessed by them were considerablo,
and they continued to bo mlded to. Tn 1820 Kalisankar retised fo
Tenaros in proparation for his death; he already had purehnsed soms
eatutos thero, and when thera the old man was still engaged in mansgzing
and in amassiog landed property, both in Benares and porhaps also in
Bengal. Tn 1829 Jaynamyn died; in 1827 Remnuyn died; and
finally, in 1834, Kalisankar diod, being 85 or 0 yoars olid, leaving to
hi# linire more than a hundred estates, some of them large: enough to,
form singly & handsome property, and at least half o Inkh of rupoes in
persanal property. When Guruduss, one of his heirs, sed tho rest foe
only o part of s inheritanoe, bo valoed his elaim (including 8 fow
yours' tssno profits) ut more thun forty-onoe Inkhs of rupoes.

11. Kalisankar had obtained fram the nawab of Moorshodabad
the fitle of Ray, mnd the foumily have éver mines that time edlled
thanmselves Tuy instead of Datt. g
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12. Whon Kalisankar disd he left as kis heirs two hrnorhee of the
Thepnien Tebwven i family—the éons of Ramnsrsyn, who were Ram-
v brnsches. ¢utan, Harnath, and Radhacharn; and the sous of
Jsynmmyn, who wore Gurudass, and one or bwo wlio shortly after disd.
Tl elder hranoh (Ramratan) set up w will by whieh they alleged Kali-
sankarhad made a distribution of his property betwoah the two brnnches,
giving the elder brauell the lion's share,  This profererce they acconit-
od for on the theery that Kalismukar had never oeased to be grateful for
am uot of picty performed by Ramnarsyn, who in 1802 liad for w shiort
tims stood substitute for Kalissnkar in the civil juil, whon the latter
ik anxious (0 go honis t perform certain religions nites. _
15, Guirudass was & minor ot the time the déed was set up, and
when he came of age hn called it in question, and sed the elder brandh
of tha family for possession of ome-half share in the whole of the

{imily possossions., The groumls of the claim were double, Henlleged
that the doeed itsolf wns u forgery ou thi part of Ramtan, snd he
allogd aleo that the distribution was beyond the. power of Kalizanknr,
b having long before made over all his property to Remnaryn snd
Joynarayn aud retired from wordddly nifairs to Tenares, and ull the
recent moquisitions having been made nob by him, but by his sons i
common, Gumdas made his firsd olabm véry early, but the Sudder
Clonrt cast out tho sut, 0s ba hnd eplit his claim. The groat gt was
fustituted on fHith Oetober 1847,  Tha investigation was » most diffionlt:
one; it involved an inguiry iuto all the transactions of Kalisanksr and
tis sons, sod they had = overlaid all their provesdings with conceal-
mimsts, and bonwmi, and all sorts of roundabout actions, tat it was
10 casy mater to unravel them all. Tt ia likely enough that many of
Kalimnkur's proceedings could not bear the Tight of day, but apparently
the system of concealment and benami had been adoplid by the
fumnily as o regnlur system, perhings without auy definity nlterica oljock.

14, Tu tho lower conrt Gurudass’ claim was cast (Deocembor 1858),
but in the Sudder Conrt it wae: dooresd, and it 18
: now under appeal before the Privy Connddl.  But,
meantime, the two hranches of the family e in possession protty noarly
acoording to the partition deed or will '

16. Ta the elder branch of the fmily, when Kalisankar diad,
Ramratan becams the heml. o was o man of
remarkable shility, and he continued to sxtend the
wemiindari in ofl directions. In bis time Muhammsdahahi (thres-fifths

(ormdae vizterires

* Ramraian's TrRs et
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shary) was aoquirod. and this forms onn of the lnrgest zemindaris in
possession: of the Bmily. Aovording to the decision quoted above, and
. aesording o Yool rmonr, it was paid for partly. by money barrowad from
Abdul Gani of Dacoa.  Under Ramratan’s mansgoment, both Muhani-
madshali and the other family pstatos inerewsad very greatly in value
16. Ramrutun iied somowhare about 1850 or 1860, snd Hamnath
PP Ray became the hand of the family, snd when
he died in 1868, Radhacharsn Ray hecani:
{he hoad ; but no great soquisitions have been made by them, and
the property is uow substantinlly in the smme condition s when
Tlamyatan died. The chicf part of it may ba generally describod as
‘exténding over the Jhenida aub-division snd the westsrn part of the
Magumb sub-division, and running about tem or twenty miles into tho
districts of Nuddes, Pubua, sl Furreedpoor, where they border upon
thesse sub-divisions. o aany other parts of Jessore, and in Hooghly and
the 2§-Pergunnahs, and to » emallor extent in other distriots also, they
possess estates, and the separate members of the family aléo separately
possess many estates in Jossore, Furresdpoor, Backerganj, and elsowhere,
Thay have property also in Benares nnd Mireapore.

17. Tho family housa is at Naral, and they have auother family
house i, Comsipors, in Calmtta.  Both in Calenits and at Nugal they have
Targe places of business, wheto they trade in sgricultural prodace, & sort
of appannge to their pemindari, And they have soveral indigo fiotoriea:
situnbod in various parts of their Jessore, Pulina, and Furreadpoor estates.

18, The property in possession of Gurndass, the younger randh of
the family, is not nearly so extensivo. Khalia in Jessore, and Rupapat:
in Furreedpoar, are his. principal properties, but he las many othors
gentiered over Jussors aud Furroedpoor. He has hinsell misdo no great
additions to his estates, 1o hiss two family residences, Nural sl Bupapat.

10, Tho fumily of Naml have nover been backwned in thoss ©

_  works of piaty sod 1berility which the Hinda
Eiberillty of the Benlly ligion reocmmends. From Madangopal's tima
¢ (ho present they have continunlly boen establishing idols amd
endowing thsir temples, and it would require & long list now to inchids

all the idols sot up from time to time at Naral and in other places ‘hy
tho nnosstors wnd the prosout representatives of the Nasul fumily.
Thoss idole and their andowments, of course, allord sustensnce to many
of thoss presons whom the Shastras recommend to the oare of the pious.
They luve also dug severnl tanks st various plioss within their estates,
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and among their good warks may be snumeorated o large hatling ghit
al Cossipore (Caleuttn) and snother at Mirsapore, Kalisankir patumlly
spamt-soma of his wealth in pioun works after ho hud gons to Benures,
and the chinf of thess works sppoars to bo a religions adifice at Mirzapore,
whinli is called the “Bhusi,” and which eost two or theee Iakhs of rupees,
20. Tu moro rocent times the ropresentativas of the elder branoh of
the family cun cerfainly olaim a position among the enfightenoil zemin-
dors of Bengal. Harnath Ray began, aud spent much money wpon,
a rond intended to join Jessore und Naml; and for this and gther mls
of generosity he mecsived from Government the title of Ray Bahaiore:
Both ho and the rest have done, and sontinme to do, mush to fartler die
‘eausa of odueation, and one most succesaful sehoal al Naral is supportad
eutiely by them. Last, not least, of their good works is their main-
tennnos of a charitable disponsary ‘st Naeal. It is superintended by
Drr. Anderson, and its exponses are entirely et by the Noral Biboos.
21, Their names may be hore recordod, and they are these:
Badhocharn, the hiond of the family.
Thandra Kumor and Kuli Prasanna, sone of Ramratan,
The minoy sons of Umesh Chandrs, and Kali Dass, the
graudsons and son of Ray Harusth Ray Baladice,
22. Grurndass, the reprosentative of the younger lennch, is quite a
e contrast to ths members of the othior branoh,—one:
of thess conseryutive olil zemindurs who think anid
act on the principls that the zemindar's will should be the one law of
Hio land; o man who opposes authority whenover ha has an opportunity ;
wehio looks npon every symptom of advancing civilization with distrnst;
considers avery new rond as a now ealamity ; and, when people talk of
selipols, thinks the world is coming to an end. T noed not say that he
i not to be depended upon for subseriptions or asistance towanls nng
vk of charity or improvemont,  Ho gughtto havo lived; oot now, but
a hundrod yours ugo.
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PART V.—AGRICULTURE AND» COMMERCE.
XLL—B8ugar Culiivation and Minfacture.

Oxz of tho most important industries in the district of Jedaore is

" fhe caltivation snd manafacture of date suger.
All over tlio north and west of thesdistriot, sl to
somn oxtent also in other parts of it, the ryots may almnst bo said-to
doponil more upon sugar cultivation thas upon soy other brapdh of
ngriculture,  OF pourse othwr cultivation demauds their attention, and
forms 1o mean part of their livelihood; but there are so many poople
who derive from sugar all that they have aliove the mero necessarics of
Yifs, that it may bo considered that the sugar cultivation and trade is
the root of ull their prosperity.

9. Thotigh the grest aetivity of the sugar market is a areation
only of the lnst twenty or thirty years, yst tho distriot has bean for &
very long time prominent us o sugar-growing distriet.  In 1788 the
colléctor enumenies, a5 ono of the losses caused by the ayolonn of 1787,
the infrry to the date trees and the woakoning of the sugar produce.
Lator on; in 1702, he writes that “date sugar is largely manifaotared
anil exported” (24-11-02) ; and in o statistical takle propured in 1791,
we ind it rocorded that 20,000 meunds was the aunusl produce of the
sugar coltivation, and that of this about half was exported to Caloutta:

3. At ihat thme, however, there wis & considurnble productin of
eane sugar o8 'wall ne-of date sugur, while in these later yours thy date
stigar Tas almost entirely driven swuy the cane sugar from the fialds

s well na from the market.
4. T have said that it wae only twenty or thirly yrars smée the
Teoons axtemaion of v SUEAT teado hns bocame so prominent » beaneh of
. judustry. It was about thirly yoars ago that
- Europenn fuctories bégan to ba set up in the distriol, and it was these
fuctories that gave sch inipnls: to the trade.
5. The fimst sugar factory in the country was at Dhobe, in
Purdwan, & littlo below Nuddes, and it was
: erovted by o Mr, Blake. When his success bogan
Yo diiminish, ho changed the business into that of & Company, fromm wliich
Lo gradunlly withdrow. This Dhoba Bugar Company esiablished &

Ihs impostancs,

Eurmpam fastirioe.
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factory at Kotohandpur, in Jessore, softing up English mnchinery,
and aitirwnrds npplied the English system to the Dhoba faotory slso.
Posides Kotehandpur, they estublidlied o fhotory also st Trinochini: but
T caunot gy whether it was & mere sgenoy for buying produce, or
whether it wns  place for manofscturing sugar. '

6, This company fuiled after a very short tims, about 1842, snd
of their faotories in this district, Kotchandpar passed into the hands
of Mr, Newhonse, and it is still in working order. Trimohing became
the property ofg Mr. Seintshury, who worked it for thrés or four years
and then broke it up.

7. The fuctory of Chmuguchha was ereated about the same: time
(1842) by Gladstone, Wyllie, aud Co, Tt was frst uuder the manage-
mient of o Mr. Smith and afterwands of Me, Meleod, sod it had out-
fuctories for purchase at Keshabpur, Trimohisi, Jingsgachhn, Narikel-
‘barin, and Eotdhundpur. It worked at a profit for ouly o year or two,
anit after that was discontinued. In faet, sines 1850, thore s been
no regular sugar-refining going on in any of the fiutories. Chauguelihs
il Kotdindpur alone were in working order, aud thoy only worked
oueabionally ; mod Talirpur, which was built about 1853 by Mr. New-
house, wis worked only two years, nnd was then sold and converted
ity & rom-distillory.

8. Iiwill be ssen thorefors that the history of the Huglish sugar

. refineries is vot n record of suocess. The truth

e moret 67 e waas that when they gave u grest impulse to tho
sugar enltivation, native metchants stepped in and spproprinted all the
fende which the fuctories had given birth to. English refining is good
dyhﬁémﬂt,%ﬁmlmmmmhh The demand for suger smong
natites in very great, but they do not mre to hiave it wo thovoughly refined.
Thus, as the native market is vow, snd has been for very mauy yous,
the chiof markst for sugar, it follows thut expunsive msthods of refine-
ment are throws nway, and the methods wsed by native morchonts
fmgart to the sugar all the purity which is required by the consumers.

9, Had the European miarkel remained open, the Eiropean
faetorios might' huve competed with the uative with soms chanee of
ativeess.  Butthe duties bevied in Europs appaar !o-l:-m'nbmgum_u‘iﬁi
to prwvent the development of the export trado, and tho factorien
estublished at Cossipare nnd Bally, voar Caloutts, appear, theough the
wioro favornbla eircitustuness in which they were pluced, to lisyé monw-
polized the Exropean muorket in Unlontia,
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10. My ohjoat at prosent is to give an account of the cultivation
and manufasture of date sugar, frot the planting of the dute tree to tha
sxportation of the manufuctured sugar. Aud first as rogunis the laail
vultivated (—

11. The ground cliosen for date cultivation is the higher ground,

The pieating of the that which is too high for rice to grow well, knd
i the rent paid for such ground is at lesst Hires
timas that paid for rice land. One often finds date trees ranged round
the borders of fislds cultivated with cold-weather crops, and indeed
in the wost and north of the district almost every village s thinkly
studded with thess treas; but a very large amount of oultivation is opon
land espocially set apurt for it, The trees are plantad in regular rows,
eucly troe Deing abont twelvs foat from its neighbour. If 2o plantsd and
1aft for seven years before Leing touched, good hoalthy trees may ba
expeoted.  Thosa who oultivate dates koep the land, espocially in the cold
season, perfootly bard of any vegetation, ploughing up tho turl, so that
the whole strength of the ground may expend itsslf in the trees. Of
eourss, there ure peopls who cultivate other orops upon tho land whees
the dats frees grow, and there aro very many who have not patisnee
-enough to wait for the expiration of the full seven years; such poople,
however, loss i the end by thoir trees failing to give the same richness
fn juice thut is obtained from trees more carefully tended.

12. When the tres is vipe the prooess of tapping bogins, and it ia
pontinaed each year thereafter. Thora are in the
date-palm two series, onstories as it were, of lcaves;
the grown loaves, which rise struight ot from the top of the trunk; being.
w0 to speak, & contimmtion of it ; and the lateral leaves, which spring out
of the side of the top part of the trunk. When the rainy sesan haa
. eomplotely passad, and there is no more fonr of toin, the oultivitor ¢uts
off the lateral leaves for one-hnlf of the ciroumferonoe, and thus leaves
baro . surfaco measuring about ten or twelve inches ench way. This
gurfios is nt first n brillinnt white, but beoomes by exposure quite brown,
and puts on the sppearanse of coarse matting. ‘Tho sarface thus laid
bare is ot the woody fibire of the tree, bat is n bark formed of many thin
layers, and it ja these layers which thus ehange their cilour sud toxture.

13, After the troe has memained for & fow days thus exposed, tha
tapping is performed by muking a out into this exposed surfice, in the
shispe of & very broad V, about three inches neross und a quarter or half
inch deop, Then the surfuce inside the ungle of the V is cut down, s

2p

Tupsi
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that a trisngular surfucs is eut into the teeo. From this surface exndation
of the sap tukes place, and maght by the sides of the ¥, it mans down to
the nugle, whare  bamboo of the #ize of  lead pencil i= inserted tm the
treo to catolt tho dropping sap and earry it out as by & spout.

14, The tapping is arranged, throughont the seuson, by periods of

BT six days each.  Un the first svening a ont 15 mado
g ns just desoribed and the juive is allowel to run
during the night. The juies so flowing ia the strangest and best, end i
called * jiran” juice. - In {he morning the juics sollested inn pot hanging
batienth the hamboo spout is removed, and the heat of the sun snuses the
exuding juice to ferment over and shut up the pores in the tres, 8o in
the svening a new cut is made, not neurly so deop ns the last, but mther 5
mere paring, and for the second night the juice is allowed to rum: This
Juico i termoed *do-kit" and is not quite so abundant or so ghod ns
the “jirnn.""  The third night no new outting is mude, but the exuding
sarfnes is merely made quite clean, and the juies which rune this thisd
night is called “jarra™ It is still less nbundant and less rich than the
" do-kit," sud towards the end of the season, when it is gotiing hot, it
1w even unfit for sugar manufiucture, the goor made from it being sold
pimply as * droppings.”

15. These threo nights are the periods of astivity in the treo, and
after thess three it is allowed to remain for thres nights st reat, when
the eams prooess again begins,  OF course, every tros in the sims grove
does not run in the same oyele. Somo sl their first, some at their
sseonid night, and so on ; uad thus the owner is always busy.

16, Binoe every sixih dsy o new cut is made over thi provieus

B one, it follows that the tree gets more und more
huwed into as the seasom progresses, nnd towards

the end of the season the exuding surfuoe muy be, and often s, as much.
us four inches below tho surfsos above and below, The outs are during
thu whola of one senson made sbout the same place, but in alteraste
sussons alternate sides of the tros are used for the tapping; and sa-ench
saason’s outting is thus above the previous season’s, and on tha opposite
#ide, the stom of the free has, if looked at from the side, & enrous
B[EIAZ Appearance. The age of n tree can of vourse be &t onco counted
up by ensmerating ths uotehes and sdding sis or seven, the mumber of
ywarm pessed before the fist years notch. 1 have counted mom than
furty notohes on w tree, but ano rarely secs them so ald as that, snd when
thoy ars 46 years old they sro worth fittle w produse-boaring trees.
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notching, 38 about ten fuches square; but it gets Lo und less ns s
notehes soms to the higher and narrowsr part of the trunk, and I have
secis 01 treu whire not mare than forr invhes square could be found-

17, It is somewhat remarkabls that the notches ure almost aiways
on 1l eost and west sides of the tree; sud very murely on the north and
southeides; ula, the first noteh sppoars to be made in by far the majority
of instanoes on the wast side. )

18. -As to the produce of one tres, any may expect from » good
Ares u regular mvernge of five seers per night
(excluding the quisscent nights). The eoldorand
dlearer the westhor, the mor copions end rich the produce. Iu the
buginning of November tapping has begun,  In Decsmber anil Jeouary
the jiice Hows bést, beginning somotimes as early ox 3 .o, and it
dwindles away ns this warm days of March come. 1 the oultivatar begins
too early, or earrios on too late, he will [os in quality and quantity as
wyneh 6a le will gain by extending the tapping season. Bul high prices
bégin in Octoter, and [ am afeid there are not many who con tesist.
the tomptation of running into market with their premature produoe.

19. During the whole of the tapping Aesson a good vultivator will
kiép liis grove perfoctly olean aud free from junglo ur even gris. '

20, 8o much then for the tapping : the next process is the boiling;

- and this every ryol does for himsolf, and usuadly
willin the limits of the grove. Without boiling
the juics spredily ferments snd beoomes useless ; but once boiled down
into “ goor,” it may be kept for very long periods.  The juice is Upsra-
fore boiled at omes in large pots placed on u perforated dome, boneath
which a strong wood fire is kept hurning, the pared leaves of the tzeta
being wused among other fuol. Tl juico, which waa af frst Lirillinut
and limpid, beoomes now a dark brown hnlf-viseid hnif-solid mass;
which is called # goor" (molssses), and when it is still warm, it is casily
pousyd from fhe Loiling-pan into the earthenwam pots (small gharres)
in which it is onlinarily kepl. _

01, *As it takes from saven to ten seers of juice fo produve one sier
of @ m“ AT [insses, Wi ean enlowlate the oot
of goor whioh mme aridinarily good tree can m{lnn
in n season. We msy count four and a half montha for the tapping seuson,
or about sixty-soven tapping nights These, at five spers each, produse
B0 scors of juion, which will give whout forty seors, or on8 maund of

Trodiee of suw e

“Prodo 6l gooe
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goor, the valus of which ut present mtes is from Rs, 2t0 Ra 2-4. A
biggs of grove containing 100 trees will thersfors produoce from Ta. 200
to Rs 225 worth of goor if all the trees aro in good busring,

22. Tt is not all sorts of pottery which will bear the continuous

liard firing roquired for boiling down the juice,

e und some potters huve obtained s speeinl TEpu-

tation for the oxcellence of their wares in this revpeet. 'The whols of ths

region about Ohsugachhn and Kotchandpue is sapplisd principally from

& village, Bagdaugs, a littlo west of Jessoro, where the clay seems

to be of an unusunlly good quality. The southern part of the distriet,
ngnin, is supplied chielly from Alnipur, & bazar near Khulns,

2. A ryot, after boiling down his juies into goor, doss mot

urdinarily do moze ; it is then sold to the refinens,
and by them manufsctured into sugur, Near
Keshabpur, however, o largs number of ryots manufacturs their own
sugar nud sell it to the exporters only after manufacture, There mre
also'in almost all parts of the distriot o class of rofinars diffirent from
those who are refiners, and only refiuers, by profossion. Theso are the:
larger ryots in the villages, msny of whom combine commercial doalings
with sgriculture. They roovive the goor from the ryots in their vitdnity,
und sometimes nlso purchuse it in the udjacent hits, snd after manifiie-
turing what they thus purchuse, they take their sugar 10 some exporting
mart and soll it there o the larger merohants,
24, These, however, are the outsiders in the sugar trade; for by far
the groater quantity of the sugnr i manufsotured by regular refiners,
und it becomes necessary to desorile how the goor finds its way from
the ryots’ hands into theirs,

25 Few of the sugar refluers purchase direct from the ryols, for

Theis' methind of pus.  E10 small quantities which sach man brings would
s render this inconvenient; thero are consoquantly
a number of middlemen estalilished, called byaphris or dallils (the
latter namo provuils principelly near Chauguohha), who collect the
produce from the ryots and sell it ot u small profit to the refiners
They do it sometimes by giving advances ti the ryols to aM thom in
their cultivation, getting the advances repaid in produce; but the
tyols are not, as & rule, depondent on susk advances for their sugnr
eultivation, and the greater aumber of hyupéris simply maké sxsirsions
ropud th couititsy, buying up the goor from the ryots mid beinging it
in 1o the merchnntas,

“Ths mmEowrs
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26. On hit days also anothor class of byaphris will be seen
{some of whim havo s very large business) lining the roads by whioh the

ryots bring their produce fo the i, They pick upthe pots of goor by onsa
and twos from the smaller class of oultivators and profit by selling them:
in bulk o the reflluer.  Ryots who have extensive oultivation sometimos
birfng i quasstitios largo enough to b sold direot to reliners, but by fur the.
bulk of the goor somss throngh the hands of intermediariss, in the various
methods just desoribed.  Of course, the earthen pot is trnuferred aloug:
with the goor that is in it; separation is in fact impossible, and the
refiners nlways smash the pols to get out the goor. ITence thereisa
grest trade in pottory during the whole of the sngur sasan, for every
ryot must buy for himself as many new pots sa he salls pots of goor.
Thoss ryots who bring their own produse to the hit always buy and
taks away with them the new pots they require.

27, We have now tmeed the goor into the hands of the refinsrs,

Satstacbare of dbatua 804 we shall now: see what the process of manu~
W faoture is. But there are several methods of
refining, sud two or thres sorts of sugar produced. 'We will take them in
order, and deseribs first the method of manufacturing ** dhulus” sugar—
that soft, moist, non-granular, powdery sugar used chiefly by natives,
and-especially in the manufacture of native swectmeats.

28, The pots of goor received by the refiner aro broken up and,
the goor tumblod out into baskets, which hold about p maund esch and
ars about fifteen inches deep; the surface is beaten down so ns to be
protty level, und the baskets are placed over open pans.  Laft thus for
sight days, the molasses passes through the basket, dmopping into the
open pan beneath and leaving the more solid part of the goor, namely
(he sugar, in the hasket. Goor is, in fuct, & mixture of sugar and molhsses,
snd thy objecd of the refining is to deive off the molasses, which givel
the dark colour to the goor.

29. This sight days' standing allows n great deal of the molasses
to drop out, bub not vearly snough; and to carry the process further,
8 certiin river woel, called syils, which grows frealy o the Kabadak
tspudinlly, &s placed on the baskets 0 as to rest on the top of the
sugar., The effect of thin weed in to kesp up a vontimual moisture;
and this moisturee, désconding through the sogar, carries the molosses
with it, leaving the sugar comparatively white and frés from moludss.
After sight dsys’ exposure with sydls leaves, sbout four inches on the
wurfaon of the mass will be found purified, and theee four inchies arecut
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off uud ayile applied an the newly exposed surfce,  This snd one othar
applioation will be snfficient to purify the whol muss.

30, The sugar thus collected is moist, und it is thersfore put out
to dey in the sun, being first chopped up so s fo prevent it eaking.
When dry it is o fuir, lumpy, raw sugar, and it woighs sbout thirty per
cent. of the original mass, the rest of the goor having: pssséd off in
molnsses. Dishonest refinors can got more weight out of it by diminish-
ing the exposure under syfln woed, so us to beave it only five or six dayy,
instend of eight. The molusses is less porfoctly driven ont, and the
msgar therofore weighs more.  Of course; it hus nlés o desper colour, Tt
thist in in & measure remediod by pounding under o dhenki. There wne
also other dishonest means of ineressing the weight: for example, the
floors of the refineries are somotimes a foot or more honenth the level
of ths ground outside, the difference representing the amount of dist
which has been earofully swept up with the sugar when it is gathersd upy.
after drying. Also, it is vory eusy 8o to break the pots that fragments
of them mmain among the sugur,

81, The *“first droppings,"" gathered in the open pans in the

manner desoribed sbove, are rich in sugur, and are
=88 plagh used, t=pocially in the north-west, for mixing
up with food. It entirely deponds, thersfurs, upon the yrise offersd for
them for this purposs, whother they are pold at eunee or reseved for &
pecond process of sugar munuficture. Tn this second process the firt
droppings are first boiled and then placed underground in large parthen-
ware pota to cool.  Unloss thus boiled they would fosment; Triat aftor budng
boiled in this fashion they on eooling form o w mass somewhat like
goor but not nearly so rich,  After this the previous procoss is again
_gone through, and about ten per cont. more weight in sugar is obtained.
Thin sugnr 18, however, coarser nod darker in colour than the ks,

42, I the rofiner is not vory honest, and if he ia sure of finding
tmmaodiate sale, he will use o much more speedy process. Taking the
eooled goor, e will sjuests out the molasses by oompressing the miss
in o sack, sod then, drying wod breaking up the remuinder, will sall
s wugar 1rdoes not look muoch different from thut prepared in thi

~more elaborate way, bt it will likely soon ferment, and lence the
nectssity of finding an immedinto jurchaser,

#3.  The remainder, aftor all this mugar has been equeezed ol s
molnsses, ¥ chitiyn goor”” neitiscalled. Tt forman sopiarnds nrbicle of som-
merve, being exported to various placed, us will bo subsequantly mantioned,
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34, The sogar produced by the method just described is called

Menibiuintrpuae:  Ghtlon sugar—a soft, yollowish sugar. It oan
L nover bo clean, because it is olear from the jrovess
used thist whatever impurity there may originally bs in the goor, or
whaterer fmpurity may creep into the sugar during its somewhat
rough provess of manufncture, must alwsys appear in the finished
articlo. Anothor objection to it is that it tends slightly to lignefaction,
anil ennnot thepefore be kopt for any considerable time.,

35, The “puecks” sugar, whose manufstture T am now ubout to

describe, is a much vleaner and more permanent artiole. 1t lus also &
granular struoture, which tho dhulua hos not.  The manufacture of it

I8 more expénsive than the other, and the price of it when finished ia
- nbout ten Tupees, whereas dhulua costs nly sbout six nipees per msund.

86, TIn this prooess the goor is firet cast upon flat platforms, and
es mugh of the molasses ua then flows off ix collected as first droppings.
The reet is collooted, put into wncka and squeezed, and o groat desl of
the molusses is thus separated ont.  The sagar which remaine beliind i
then boiled with waler in large open pans, and as it boils all scum is
taken off. It is then strained and boiled a second time swd left to
wool in flat basins,. When ecoled it is slready sugar of 4 rough eort,
#nd now syila leaves are put over it and it is left to drop. The resmult
i good white sugar, and sliould any remain at the bottom of the vessel
still unreflned, it is again treated with syile.

#7. The first droppings, and the droppings under the sydla [esves,
are eollooted, squeezed again in the sscks; and, from the sugar loft
behind, n sseond small quantity of refined sugar is prepared in axaotly
the samo way, by twice boiling. The droppings from the sacks s
chitiya goor, and nre-not used for further sugar manufuoturs.  About
thirty por cent. of (b original weight of the goor is tnrned out in the
forn of puen pucks sugar,

98, Therw 18 another mothod of manufaetire peculinr to Keshub-

o pur, snad stightly difforing from that just deseribed.

iy il 1 find it thus deseribed in my note, but 1 am
wot sure i T have it wormoet.  The goor is Gret boiled in large opon
pols, aud into each potful i put o lumdful of **blehhi™ it is thes
left to cool, and in deing so it eoagulates, and thes it is treated with
ayiln lual and thus veflusl.  The last ddroppings mnder the evils leaf
wre burnt, and this forms the * bichl' nsed in the manufucture, the
ulfiot of which is appwrently to muke one boiling do instoad of two.
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The droppings from this first process (which, if 1 am correct 1 my
deseription, must be very sbundant, sives the goor before undergoing
it saffers hardly auy purification) mre collseted, doiled with bichh, and
opaled as bofore; then squeered in sacke, mixed with water, hoiled to
drive off the water, and alter eooling purified with syily l